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AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD.
THE LARGEST PRIVATE SECTOR IPO IN
PAKISTAN’S HISTORY!

RECORD SETTING PERFORMANCE

PKR 11,000 MILLTON approx.

OVERSUBSCRIPTION 2X approx.

Consultant to the Issue and Book Runner

JS Global Capital Limited

We would like to extend our felicitations to our
Investors
Ministry of Industries and Production
Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan
Pakistan Stock Exchange
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
All trade partners

for having faith and confidence in Air Link Communication Ltd., one
of the largest smartphones distributors, manufacturers and retailers
in Pakistan

Head Office - Al Qadir Heights, LG-2, 1 Babar Block, New Garden Town 04235844063-4

www.airlinkcommunication.com @ @airlinkALC @ airlinkcommunication airlinkcommunication



\ ADVANCE
"NTELECOM

Nokia G20

2 years of software upgrades
Rigorously tested for reliability

-

- a T Namw ¥y - N -

" a0
S
KR
&

S

(o}
ded
N

RAM 4GB RAM 4GB
s050mi ROM 64GB [l ROM 128GB

=y 3-day battery life

P
£ -
V.o ™

). L I i i .--::-.‘ : k ’\./,- : >
»@ REAR 48MP+5MP+ / All day entertainment A Side Fingefprint “ Android™
¢d /2MP+2MP FRONT 8MP 6.5” HD+display @ Sensor 11 ready

s Ok Google android 4 @ (f @ @ / ADVANCE TELECOM @ www.advancetelecom.com.pk




FEARE

Business News Magazine

August 15 - September 15, 2021 'f facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial !twitter.comfﬂaremaazinepk Free download: flare.pk

Dr. Khalid Hameed CEO / Chairman Tara Group Pakistan
has created a new history by achieving

5th prestigious Award within 2 Years from
the Honourable President of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi.

Tara Groupr

Internat[onal NFEH Award of
Quality Innovation and Farmer’s CSR Initiatives

S

X .I .
Brand Foundation Award September-2021

The President of Pakistan honoured Top CEO of the year Award to Dr. Khalid Hameed ‘
CEOQ / Chairman Tara Group Pakistan in Brand Foundation Show held at Karachi. _

Tara Group Pakistan is a globally recognised LL.eader in Top Quality Pesticides, Hi-tech
Seeds & Micro-Macro Fertilizers. It's a great pride of Tara Group for achieving 48
International & National Excellence Awarda. in recognition of Star Leadership in top
quality Agro inputs, innovative Agricultural and Climate Resilient Technologies and
Smart Agri. [Leader for the Safety of Environment & Farming Community of Pakistan.

International Quality - Our Top Priority

Top Agri. Group Award of FPCCI 2020

IZ'.T Tara Imperial’ ‘ ~7 ( Star Industries” :3,: Tara Crop Sciences-

Industries Private Lim imited % e

UAN:+92-42-111-22-33-88 Web: www.taragroup.com.pk
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DTH project a must to
foil Indian propaganda
against Pakistan

The DTH project was such that it was wo totally change the complexion of the satellite television
and media world in Pakistan. It was to also earn Rs 14.5 billion to the national exchequer.
Besides other purposes, the project not only aimed at competing with and countering the media
propaganda of arch-rival India but also flash Pakistan, its media, and the national point of view
at the global level. The larger national interest demands that a high-level inquiry may be
conducted into the marter without any delay and Pemra be directed to initiate the project afresh.
Sources said the DTH project had to check the access of Indian channels-involved in spreading
propaganda against Pakistan—to the seven million Pakistanis who were paying as online fees for
it in billions every month that was being transferred to India through different channels. India
through DTH boxes is propagating Hindu and Jewish ideas which are reaching out to millions of
Pakistanis who are illegally using Indian DHT, to watch the Indian channels.

The project anyway, is a highly valuable and of vital national interest which needs to be put in
place instead of being shelved. Therefore the Army Chief, General QamarlavedBajwa, and
Prime Minister Imran Khan are being urged to order an inquiry into the matter without delay so
that responsibility should be fixed and this project of a highly sensitive nature could be launched
immediately. The project, which has to provide modern-day digital facilities to Pakistanis
through their own company, is sure to go a long way to counter and foil the Indian propaganda
machinery against Pakistan,
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Towards
curbing di
ID frauds

Pakistan is striving to clamp down on digital ID fraud and
planning the integration of digital technology. National Database
and Registration Authority (NADRA) recently introduced the Pak-
ID mobile application for both Android and iOS through which
the citizens of Pakistan can enter their biometric verification. The
function of this app will be applied to other government departments
as well, making routine processes much more convenient as a result.
The only task remaining is to give awareness about the innovative
development in order to enable the masses to take benefit of this
facility.

In the past years, NADRA has been taking steps to incorporate
more technology that streamlines basic operations. For instance,
the procedure for CNIC verification and renewal can be completed
through an SMS alone when previously, hour-long visits to nearby
centres were needed. It even launched its online complaint system
through which the public can book an e-ticket and launch an official
complaint. The feedback provided through this has particularly
helped the organisation improve its performance through catering to
the needs of the people. The Pak-ID app is the newest addition to the
digital facilities.

Biometric verification was always a hassle that required a
tiresome process of filling out countless forms, making various
paper submissions and going through multiple rounds of feeding
biometric information into the system. Through the Pak-ID app,
people will be able to do all this, plus record their fingerprints, facial
recognition and share documents needed, at their convenience and
through their mobile phones. Considering that a significant portion
of the population uses smartphones, this could be a revolutionary
improvement to a system that is accessible to the majority of the
population. Furthermore, this would relieve some of the pressure
off the centres as the need for in-person visits will be significantly
reduced.

The only remaining challenge is the fact that the masses are not
conscious of this development. NADRA must reach out to the public,
through SMS or by mainstreaming technology via news channels, so
that the efficient platform is actively used. It must also ensure that it
runs smoothly, without any glitches, lags or interruptions so that the
efficacy of the avenue can be fully utilised.

Prime Minister Imran Khan commended the app’s launch as a
step towards his vision of inclusivity and a digital Pakistan.
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Still ban on TikTok!

It has now become a regular feature to frequently ban TikTok,
an application widely used by middle-class Pakistanis, on
one pretext or another. Is it a mere coincidence that banning
this Chinese Application, owned by Byte Dance, has
started ever since its use was prohibited by the USA Trump
administration?As far as the contents of most American
and European-owned internet-based video applications are
concerned, they are more lethal, immoral, and hate-based
even Islamophobic than TikTok, but they have been rarely
banned so frequently. Questions arise, as to why Tik-Tok is
being banned so frequently in Pakistan? All these computer-
based applications can be used for the benefit of our society.
It is a stated American policy that they are against all Chinese
investments in Pakistan, especially in the CPEC. There
should be no doubt in our mind that the relationship between
China and Pakistan is broad-based sharing common strategic
interests and not transactional, as we had with the US.

Over the years, numerous individuals within our paid public
office holders, have been beneficiaries of American largesse,
and their children are settled there. Many of them have
shifted their assets to their newly acquired foreign country,
seeking citizenship for themselves or the family. The oath of
citizenship binds them to obey whatever is required to serve
the American national security interests or the interests of
any country whose citizenship they acquire voluntarily.
Itisin Pakistan’s national security interest not to appoint such
individuals to any public office of importance, nor in any
regulatory authority, or sensitive organization, or diplomatic
assignment. These individuals can be vulnerable to succumb
to their conflicts of interest because of fear of prosecution,
punishment, or confiscation of assets.

Malik Tariq Ali, Lahore

Reckless driving

Through the column of your esteemed magazine, | would
like to draw attention towards the concerned authorities and
the general public towards the issue of the growing cases of
reckless driving coming up every next day.
For the last two or three years, there has not been a single
day when road accidents didn’t occur in Karachi. Reckless
driving has become the order of the day. A car that spins
out of control can harm other vehicles on the road. So many
accidents take place every day on the city roads showing
how drivers are playing with the lives of children and old
men. Young boys feel the thrill of speed hence they seldom
take care to observe traffic rules. The concern with reckless
driving is that it poses a significant threat to the lives of
people as well as the driver himself. In addition, reckless
driving can cause significant damage to property. Traffic
rules must be observed, under-aged drivers and those driving
without licence should be penalised. A reckless driver should
be forced to spend at least one year in prison after being
found guilty. This is a public issue of safety that must be
properly addressed. The syllabus of each class must contain
one chapter on how to observe the traffic rules. The problem
can be easily dealt with by spreading maximum awareness
about the issue and also by taking stern action.Hence, | wish
the authorities to take note of the situation and act upon it
immediately.

Shiza Imdad, Karachi

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

Shameful incident on 14th August

| felt ashamed when saw the video of a barbaric display of
almost 400 men at Minar-e-Pakistan Lahore on 14th August,
in which a helpless girl was being tossed in the air and was
being groped violently by a sordid mob. Ironically speaking,
most of us are worried about the Taliban mistreating women
and children in Afghanistan but what is happening in Pakistan
is beyond words. These barbarians amongst us didn’t care
for the sanctity of girls who are someone’s daughter, sister,
or wife.

There is a silent rage and helplessness in most of us at the
pitiable fate this poor girl suffered from for no fault of
her. Those who are responsible must be brought to justice.
Women in Pakistan feel insecure and it is the responsibility
of the sitting government to ensure safety and equal rights to

all, this toxic patriarchy must end once and for all.

Saima Tanveer, Islamabad

Defence and Martyrs Day

Defence Day is celebrated in Pakistan as a national day to
commemorate the sacrifices rendered by Pakistani soldiers
for the sake of the country. The date of September 6 marks
the day in 1965 when Indian troops, without declaring war,
crossed the international border with Pakistan at wee hours.
The enemy later crossed the border in Punjab but our brave
soldiers pushed it back after a fierce tank battle.

The Indo-Pak conflict transformed into an international one
and the ensuing situation become a matter of concern for
the superpowers. India arrogantly swept aside international
commitments in its desire to establish its hegemony in
the region. Our military protected not only the territory of
Pakistan but also the lives of thousands of civilians and their
homes. As such, we owe an obligation to honour and support
our soldiers who sacrificed their lives to make our families,
and our fellow countrymen safe and live in peace.

It should also extend this appreciation and gratitude to all
those military personnel who sacrificed their lives, and also
who live to tell the story of their heroic feats.

Shehroz Irfan, Lahore

Proliferation of social media

Social media has become a trend among students. A majority
of students use different social media networking sites, such
as Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram.
The use of social media is increasing day by day due to the
accessibility and advancement of applications and their
features. A vast majority of students have become highly
addicted to social media, which as a result, is diverting
their attention, wasting precious time and resources, besides
adversely affecting their physical and mental health, atop
negatively influencing their academic performance. In such
scenarios, many parents are worried about their children
because of the continuous use of social media sites.
Therefore, multiple studies should be conducted in the form
of research in our context on the excessive use of social
media because findings of such studies will surely help in
dealing with the use of social media not only for students
and their parents but also for teachers, policy-makers, and
educational stakeholders.

Abdul Mujeeb, Ghotki

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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hief of Army
Staff General
Qamar Javed
Bajwa has re-
iterated the resolve to
thwart designs of those
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Army Chief vows to

was also a time when, in
the regional context, the
foundation of friendship
between India and China
was being laid.

Due to frequent con-

e thwart ene my desi QIS o e
against CPLC

ic Corridor (CPEC).

The Army  Chief
expressed this resolve
during a meeting with
Chinese Ambassador
Nong Rong, who called
on him at the General
Headquarters (GHQ).

The Chinese Ambas-
sador appreciated Paki-
stan’s sincere efforts for
bringing peace and stabil-
ity in the region, especial-
ly in the light of recent
developments in Afghan-
istan, and reiterated Chi-
na’s commitment to con-
tinue supporting Pakistan
as a strategic partner.

Minister for Interior
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad
said that foolproof se-
curity will be ensured
to Chinese citizens and
companies operating in
Pakistan.

Sheikh Rasheed was
speaking to the Chinese
Ambassador to Pakistan
Nong Rong who visited
him at his residence to
discuss matters of inter-
est between the two coun-
tries. During the meeting,
the Chinese envoy and
the Interior Minister also
discussed ties and coop-
eration between Pakistan

areas of development as
well as the overall region-
al situation.

The Minister told the
Chinese envoy that the
government will take fur-
ther measures to ensure
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The Chinese Ambassador appreciated Pakistan’s sincere
and China in different offorts for bringing peace and stability in the region, especially provide
in the light of recent developments in Afghanistan, and
reiterated China’s commitment to continue supporting

Pakistan as a strategic partner

leaders of Pakistan and
China, even in the midst
of fast-changing region-
al and global situations,
Sino-Pakistani relations
w— were not limited to cus-
tomary diplomatic af-
fairs. Despite following
two very different sys-
| tems of governance, the
. affinity and trust between
\ the two countries went
; Eon to become stronger
& : €4 and stronger. There is
' no doubt that apart from
> =y benefiting the two sides,
this deep-rooted relation-
il ship between Pakistan
¥ and China has also con-
- tributed to maintaining
M| regional balance, peace,
and stability.
- China is already Pa-
kistan’s largest trade and
strategic partner. And
when the CPEC will ful-
ly come into operation
these ties would mean
" much more than that.
The completion of the
CPEC would transform
the relationship between
these two ‘“all-weath-
er allies,” into such de-
§ fence bonds that will not
2 only usher in a new era
of strong relations with
the Middle East but also
territorial and
maritime security chal-
lenges to the satisfaction
of all stakeholders of the
CPEC partners.
Pakistan being cogni-
zant of the hostile designs
has already undertaken a

4

completely foolproof se-

curity to Chinese nationals working in Pakistan.
He said that Pakistan and China were preparing
a joint strategy to provide a sound security cov-
er to the Chinese citizens. “No-one can become
a hurdle in relations and joint ventures between
Pakistan and China,” he added.

The Chinese envoy said that a number of Chi-
nese companies are working on several projects
in Pakistan. He said the Chinese government is
thankful to the Interior Ministry for providing
security and other allied facilities to its nationals
working in the country.

Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid hailed the
Taliban’s desire to incorporate Afghanistan in the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) as
“encouraging”, saying “it is good” if the Taliban’s
views about China were similar to that of Paki-
stan. Addressing a press briefing in Islamabad,
Rashid said CPEC was an economic lifeline for
Pakistan. He said, “Pakistan is proud of its friend-
ship with China and if the Taliban hold similar
views, it is really good.”

Taliban spokesperson Zabiullah Mujahid while
talking to media had expressed that they “desire”
to join the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC).

With the CPEC, Beijing aims to expand its in-
fluence in Pakistan and across Central, and South
Asia in order to counter the influence of the Unit-
ed States and India.

The CPEC would link Pakistan’s southern

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Gwadar port (626 kilometers west of Karachi) in
Balochistan on the Arabian Sea to China’s west-
ern Xinjiang region. It also includes plans to cre-
ate the road, rail, and oil pipeline links between
the two countries that will, in turn, improve the
connectivity of China with the Middle East.

The Chinese envoy said that a
number of Chinese companies
are working on different projects
in Pakistan. He said the Chinese
government is thankful to the
Interior Ministry for providing
security and other allied facilities
to its nationals working in the
country

Seventy years ago, on May 21, 1951, when Pa-
kistan and China established diplomatic relations,
very few people had imagined that customary
move would lay the foundation for an extraordi-
nary bilateral relationship.

Pakistan was one of the first non-communist
countries to establish diplomatic ties with the Peo-
ple’s Republic at a time when the world was divid-
ed into communist and anti-communist blocs. It

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

comprehensive  review
of security of the Chinese and was committed to
ensuring their safe stay in Pakistan in this jour-
ney of progress. Pakistan has also reaffirmed its
wholehearted endeavours to the Chinese brothers
towards deaingl with the security threats compre-
hensively.

Balochistan government spokesman Liaquat
Shahwani in a statement has strongly condemned
the suicide attack on the vehicle carrying Chinese
nationals in Gwadar.

He said the police and official of the Count-
er-Terrorism Department arrived at the crime
scene and started investigations.

No one has taken responsibility for the attack
but in the past, Baloch nationalists and the Taliban
militants often carried out such attacks against the
security forces.

Gwadar is the culmination point of the USD
60 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) mega project.

A large number of Chinese experts and work-
ers are employed in Gwadar and surrounding ar-
eas to complete various projects under the CPEC.

China is involved in several projects including
the development of the Gwadar port on the Arabi-
an Sea which in itself is a part of China’s Belt and
Road infrastructure project.

Over the last few months, there has been an
increase in terror attacks on Chinese nationals in
Balochistan and Karachi who are working on the
CPEC projects and in private enterprises. m
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bu Dhabi National Oil Company award-
ed exploration rights for Offshore Block
5 to a consortium of four Pakistani
companies, the first time the UAE’s big-

gest energy producer granted a concession to firms

from the Asian country at the expense of $304.7
million, marking the first-ever deal to energy com-
panies from the South Asian nation.

Besides Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL),
which is the operator during the exploration phase,
the consortium consists of three major Pakistani
E&P companies: Oil and Gas Development Com-
pany Limited (OGDCL), Mari Petroleum Compa-
ny Limited (MPCL), and Government Holdings
(Private) Limited (GHPL).

Under the terms of the agreement, the Pakistan
consortium will hold a 100 percent stake in the
exploration phase, investing up to $304.7 million
towards exploration and appraisal for drilling and
including a participation fee. This will be to explore
and appraise oil and gas opportunities in the block
that cover an offshore area of 6,223 square kilome-
ters and are located 100 kilometers northeast of
Abu Dhabi city.

In case of a successful commercial discovery
during the exploration phase, the consortium will
have the right to a production concession to develop
and produce commercial discoveries. ADNOC will
have an option to acquire a 60 percent stake during
the production phase of the concession. The term
of the production phase is 35 years from the com-
mencement of the exploration phase.

This concession award is the first opportunity
for Pakistani E&P companies to explore, appraise
and develop oil and gas resources in Abu Dhabi,
along with establishing a strategic partnership with
ADNOC.

The exploration concession agreement was
signed by MD and CEO PPL, MoinRaza Khan,
on behalf of the consortium, and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) Minister of Industry and Ad-
vanced Technology and Managing Director and
Group CEO of Abu Dhabi National Oil Company
(ADNOCQC), H.E. Dr. Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber, on
August 31, 2021.

“This historic exploration concession award
marks a new chapter of energy cooperation in the
50-year old UAE-Pakistan relationship,” said Dr.
Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber, UAE Minister of Industry
and Advanced Technology and Managing Director
and Group CEO of ADNOC. “It represents an im-
portant platform upon which we can drive win-win
opportunities to support Pakistan’s energy security
and further strengthen the strategic and economic
ties between our two countries.”

The consortium was selected as part of Abu
Dhabi’s block bid round, where we have once again
reinforced our approach to strategic partnerships
that contribute the right combination of market
access, capital, best-in-class expertise, or advanced
technology. We are very optimistic about the poten-
tial to unlock significant value with all our partners
in this second competitive block bid round as we
continue to accelerate the exploration and devel-
opment of Abu Dhabi’s untapped resources in line
with the Leadership’s wise directives.” stated H.E.
Dr. Al Jaber.

Federal Minister for Energy, HammadAzhar in
his message highlighted: “While Pakistan and UAE

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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Abu Dhabi awards

offshore exploration
rights to Pakistani

BesidesPakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL),whichisthe operator

consortium for first time

during the exploration phase, the consortium consists of three
major Pakistani E&P companies: Oil and Gas Development
Company Limited (OGDCL), Mari Petroleum Company Limited
(MPCL), and Government Holdings (Private) Limited (GHPL)

share long and friendly bilateral relations, this
award is a new beginning for both on the energy
front. As Pakistan addresses escalating energy de-
mand in the country, such milestones for energy
cooperation will surely assist the country towards
bridging the energy supply and demand gap.”
Speaking on the occasion, MoinRaza Khan,
said, The PPL-led consortium is delighted to be
selected for the concession award of Abu Dhabi’s
Offshore Block-5. This award is not only a wa-
tershed moment for Pakistan and the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi towards bilateral energy cooperation
and economic links but also offers an opportuni-
ty to strengthen strategic cooperation with AD-

NOC to share technical know-how and expertise.
We are particularly excited that this consortium
comprises the ‘big four’ national exploration and
production companies that are fully geared to sup-
port ADNOC and the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in
reinforcing its leading position in the global ener-
gy sector

MD and CEO OGDCL, ShahidSalim Khan,

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

stated, OGDCL has embarked on its internation-
alization journey in line with its growth-driven
business strategy. Participation in Abu Dhabi’s
Offshore Block 5 is a manifestation of the compa-
ny’s commitment to augment its exploration and
production portfolio and improve its reserves re-
placement ratio.

Under the terms of the agree-
ment, the Pakistan consortium
will hold a 100 percent stake in
the exploration phase, investing

up to $304.7 million towards

exploration and appraisal for
drilling and including a
participation fee

“Our participation is in line with MPCL’s vi-
sion of becoming an international integrated en-
ergy company and is also aligned with the compa-
ny’s growth strategy of enhancing collaboration
with other E&P players and focusing on improv-
ing our reserves replacement ratio. We look for-
ward to a positive outcome of the venture,” said
MD and CEO MPCL, FaheemHaider.

MD and CEO GHPL, Masood Nabi, shared
similar sentiments: “GHPL is pleased to be part
of the consortium selected for the award of Abu
Dhabi’s Offshore Block 5, a milestone in the his-
tory of Pakistan’s oil and gas sector. This will not
only allow the exchange of technical expertise be-
tween ADNOC and consortium partners but also
enhance Pakistan and UAE ties. m
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ince the Taliban took over Afghanistan, its
economy is on the brink of collapse as the
country is facing an acute financial crunch.
The people protest shuttered banks making
daily life more difficult. Afghan civil servants protest
the non-payment of salaries. Shortage of cash has
resulted in a massive hike in daily commodities pric-
es. Afghanistan’s central bank appears to be in dis-
array. The situation is leading to a severe economic,
humanitarian crisis. Uncertainty prevails as to what
kind of government the Taliban will establish; that
is a critical question for both international players
currently holding Afghanistan’s reserves and the aid
agencies pausing their projects and fundings.

Over the past 20 years, Afghanistan has been one
of the most aid-dependent countries in the world.
With the Taliban takeover and collapse of the US-
backed government—which donor countries had sup-
ported with pledges in the millions— international
donors are halting the flow of aid for the time being.

World Bank halted aid to Afghanistan. Marcela
Sanchez-Bender, a World Bank spokesperson said:
“We have paused disbursements in our operations in
Afghanistan and we are closely monitoring and as-
sessing the situation in line with our internal policies
and procedures.” The World Bank’s decision came
after the International Monetary Fund (IMF) halted
Afghanistan’s access to IMF funds. An IMF spokes-
person said: “As is always the case, the IMF is guided
by the views of the international community.”

According to the World Bank, there were com-
mitments for more than $784 million set for 2021.
Since 2002, the World Bank has committed more
than $5.3 billion to development and reconstruc-
tion projects in Afghanistan. Down from a high of
around 100 percent in 2009, according to the World
Bank, aid flows amounted to 42.9 percent of Afghan
GDP in 2020. It’s not just international financial in-
stitutions and aid that the Taliban are now cut off
from. They aren’t able to access much of Afghani-
stan’s central bank reserves. Most of Afghanistan’s
foreign reserves, reportedly around $9 billion, are
actually stored in the Federal Reserve Bank of New
York, a fact Taliban officials discovered shortly after
arriving in Kabul in mid-August. The United States
government, in addition to halting cash shipments,
has frozen Afghan assets. A Biden administration of-
ficial said: “Any central-bank assets the Afghan gov-
ernment have in the United States will not be made
available to the Taliban.”

On the other hand business community of Af-
ghanistan has said that peace and stability are a must
for steering the war-torn country out of the crisis and
putting it on the road to progress and prosperity. The
business community wants that the system and insti-
tutions developed during the last 20 years including
investment by the international community, must not
be lost, said President Pak-Afghan Joint Chamber of
Commerce and Industries Khan Jan Alkozai in an
interview. The business community underscored the
need for continuity in policies as consistency estab-
lishes the popular trust in the system. “The world is
very advance and moving ahead in every field at a
fast pace,” he added.

“After Taliban clinched the power in Afghani-
stan, our worries are that the system developed here
in the last 20 years should continue because we have
experts of this system in all fields, he added.

He said the business community of Afghani-
stan wanted Pakistan’s linkages with Central Asian
Republics (CARs), the Russian Federation, and all
political and security-related issues lying in it must
be resolved. Both the countries should change their
economic and security policies for promoting trade
besides improving the customs and banking system
between the two countries, he added.

He said that the CASA-1000 and Turkmeni-
stan-Afghanistan-Pakistan and India (TAPI) gas
pipeline projects could be materialized when peace
and stability get restored in Afghanistan. Alkozai
said there were 1500 members of Pak-Afghan Joint
Chambers of Commerce and Industries besides lo-
cal traders and they have assured of smooth func-
tioning of trade between the two countries. He said
bureaucratic bottlenecks must be removed and more
facilities at Torkham and Chaman borders and Ka-
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Crisis pushes
Afghanistan’s economy
closer to the brink

Over the past 20 years, Afghanistan has been one of the

most aid-dependent countries in the world. With the Taliban
takeover and collapse of the US-backed government-
which donor countries had supported with pledges in
millions— international donors are halting the flow of aid for

the time being

rachi seaport be provided to enhance bilateral trade.
He said 2000 containers — most of which have food
items, got stuck up at Karachi port due to non-pay-
ment and the traders needed help from Pakistan’s
government in this regard.

The business community
underscored the need for
continuity of the policies as
consistency establishes the
popular trust in the system. The
world is very advanced and
moving ahead in every field at a
fast pace

Welcoming the extension in the Afghan Transit
Trade Agreement (ATTA) for the next three months,
he urged Islamabad and Kabul to reconstitute a
new transit agreement in consultation with respec-
tive business communities and stakeholders on both
sides of the border. Alkozai, however, urged for sim-
plification of rules and regulations for carrying out
smooth bilateral trade and transit trade.

Meanwhile, President Afghanistan Chambers
of Commerce and Industries Muhammad Younas

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Khan Momand said the Taliban leadership had as-
sured the business community restoration of peace
and security and they were hopeful they will fulfill
the committment. He said in 2012 the bilateral trade
between the two countries had reached $3 billion but
later due to security and political reasons it dropped
to $1 billion, but now it was again on the rise.

He said Afghanistan was a land-locked country
and a maximum of its imports come through Paki-
stan’s Karachi and Gwadar ports, adding that Pa-
kistan was also a major beneficiary of the bilateral
trade as a bulk of imports is carried through Paki-
stan.

Afghanistan imports electrical goods, steel, ce-
ment, bricks, clothes, Kino, banana and, other edible
items from Pakistan while Afghanistan exports fresh
and dry fruits to Pakistan. He added that tax on per-
ishable items between the two countries should be
zero or bring it down to its minimum level. Momand
said that trade and politics should be separated from
each other as both countries could take great benefit
from their geographical location, adding that there
should be smooth trade between the two countries.

Lauding the efforts of Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan for focusing on regional connectivity
with Afghanistan and five landlocked Central Asian
countries — Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan, he said, these efforts
could cause a major economic upturn for these
countries. m
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Ufone awarded 4G spectrum license

Pakistan
Telecommunication
Authority
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DG Licensing PTA, Brig. Amer Shahzad (Retd) and President and Group CEO, PTCL & Ufone, Hatem Bamatraf signing
the contract for NGMS spectrum awarded to Ufone

President and Group CEO, PTCL and Ufone, Hatem Bamatraf said it is a historic day for Ufone,
as we have acquired the additional 4G spectrum in order to fully optimize our mobile data
services. This will enable us to further enhance our users’ experience, expand the existing

network to serve the unserved areas

akistani Telecom Company, Ufone has

been awarded Next Generation Mobile Ser-

vices (NGMS) spectrum by Pakistan Tele-

communication Authority (PTA) as a result
of the recently held spectrum auction. The company
won the spectrum in a bid to enhance 4G customer
experience across the country.

Federal Minister for IT and Telecom, Syed
Aminul Haq along with Secretary IT and Telecom,
Dr. Muhammad Sohail Rajput, Chairman PTA,
Major General Amir Azeem Bajwa (Retd.) HI (M),
senior officials from the ministry and PTCL Group
attended the event. DG Licensing PTA, Brig (Retd)
Amer Shahzad and President and Group CEOQ,
PTCL and Ufone, Hatem Bamatraf signed the con-
tract.

Pakistani Telecom Company
vows to use the spectrum to
introduce new innovative
products and services and
enhance its customer experience

The company plans to use the spectrum to in-
troduce new innovative products and services and
enhance its customer experience by providing
high-quality internet as well as to expand its existing
network to unserved and underserved regions of the
country.

Sharing his thoughts on spectrum acquisition,
President and Group CEO, PTCL and Ufone, Ha-
tem Bamatraf said: “It is a historic day for Ufone,
as we have acquired the additional 4G Spectrum in
order to fully optimize our mobile data services. This
will enable us to further enhance our users’ experi-
ence, expand the existing network to serve the un-
served areas. Improved data experience will enable
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a digital transformation in education, health care,
agriculture, banking, and e-commerce ecosystems to
name a few.”

“We appreciate Government of Pakistan for ex-
ecuting the spectrum auction process in a seamless
and transparent manner”, he further added.

On the occasion, Federal Minister for IT and

timely conclusion of the spectrum auction pro-
cess. The additional spectrum will enable Ufone
not only to connect Pakistanis living in far-flung
areas without cellular services but will also enable
people in urban centers and towns to enjoy new
sets of innovative products and unmatched expe-
riences.

ederal Minister for IT & Telecom, Syed Aminul Hag along with Secretary IT & Telecom, Dr. Muhammad Sohail

Rajput, Chairman PTA, Major General Amir Azeem Bajwa (Retd.) HI (M), President and Group CEO PTCL & Ufone,

Hatem Bamatraf, senior officials from the ministry, PTCL, and Ufone atfending the signing ceremony of the NGMS
Spectrum License at PTA Headquarters.

Telecom Syed Aminul Haque said that the Min-
istry of IT is committed to enhance connectivity
and improve digital infrastructure in the country.
The Government is taking numerous steps to ful-
fill the Digital Pakistan vision. He congratulated
Ufone on the award of NGMS license.

Chairman PTA said that PTA is working to
ensure that Pakistanis have access to high-quali-
ty services and benefit from ubiquitous coverage.
He also appreciated the tireless efforts of the con-
cerned officials of PTA, FAB, and MolT for the
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It is pertaining to mention here that the PTA
received the bid from PTML (Ufone), after scruti-
ny of the submitted bid PTA declares PTML as the
winner of the auction process. This will generate rev-
enue of USD 279 million (excluding advance tax).
The government will receive a 50 percent upfront
payment of PKR 23.44 billion within 15 days, out of
which 20 percent of the said amount i.e PKR 9.38
billion has already been received on 9th September
2021. The remaining 50 percent will be paid in five
equal annual installments. m
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LLeading IHMS Group poised to
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Located in the centre of Murree the site of the hotel is distanced about 70 kilometers from
[slamabad. A highly popular tourist destination, it is bound to attract scores of tourists to
explore the radiant beauty and experience prominent tourist attractions in the vicinity of this
hilly place such as the enchanted Mall Road, Kashmir Point, and other famous sites

HMS Group has the leading chain of hotels,
which already owns and operates the five-star
Faletti’s Hotels and Banquets in Pakistan. The
latest addition to their leading chain of hotels
across Pakistan, the IHMS Group has announced
to launch a new Faletti’s Grand Hotel.
Located in the centre of Murree the site of the
hotel is distanced about 70 kilometers from Islam-
abad. A highly popular tourist destination, it is

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

bound to attract scores of tourists to explore radi-
ant beauty and experience prominent tourist attrac-
tions in the vicinity of this hilly place such as the
enchanted Mall Road, Kashmir Point, and other fa-
mous sites. Flaetti’s Grand Murree is a new entrant
in the market, which will work towards developing
tourism in the northern parts of Pakistan.

In this connection, a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) was signed between the ITHMS and

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Faletti’s Grand Murree.

Designed for both business and leisure travellers
Faletti’s Grand Murree will offer a host of modern
facilities to the guests. At the hotel, they can choose
from a combination of 71 rooms and suites for their
stay, dine at the in-house restaurants, utilize elegant
event spaces..., and avail themselves gym and well-
ness services in addition to the recreational facilities
for kids in the hotel. m
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Air Link raised Rs. 6.435 billion
through successtul book- buﬂdmg

Mr. Muzzaffar H. Piracha, CEO Air Link Communlcatlon Limited said: After Allah Almighty, |

am grateful to everyone for their unwavering support and trust in Air Link Communication Ltd.
Firstly, I want to thank Prime Minister Imran Khan and his team for providing a comprehensive
policy that explicitly aims to incentivize local manufacturing of mobile phones in Pakistan and
his attention towards the growth of the telecom sector

ir Link Communication Limited, one

of the largest mobile phone distributors,

manufacturers, and retailers, executed

the largest private-sector Initial Public
Offering (IPO) in the history of Pakistan by suc-
cessfully raising Rs. 6.435 billion through book
building with a total participation of approximately
Rs. 11 billion from institutional and high net-worth
investors.

Mr. Muzzaffar H. Piracha, CEO AirLink Com-
munication Limited said: “After Allah Almighty, I
am grateful to everyone for their unwavering sup-
port and trust in Air Link Communication Ltd.
Firstly, I want to thank Prime Minister Imran Khan
and his team for providing a comprehensive policy
that explicitly aims to incentivize local manufactur-
ing of mobile phones in Pakistan and his attention
towards the growth of the telecom sector. My heart-
felt gratitude to the investors, trade partners, Secu-

The book-building was
oversubscribed by approximate-
ly 2x with strike price
ascertained at Rs. 71.50 per
share. The book-building saw a
total participation of Rs. Il billion
received against the issue size of
Rs. 5.85 billion.

rities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan, Paki-
stan Stock Exchange, Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority, and especially JS Global, the consultant
and book-runner to the issue. Most importantly
I’d like to thank my Air Link team that helped me
develop this business into the entity it is today. It
is indeed a great day for Pakistan’s telecom sector
and capital market. Lastly, I dedicate this success to
family and my late brother Mr. Moazzam H. Pira-
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cha, who founded this company with me in 2010.”
The book-building was oversubscribed by ap-
proximately 2x with strike price ascertained at Rs.

71.50 per share. The book-building saw a total par-
ticipation of Rs. 11 billion received against the issue
size of Rs. 5.85 billion. The entire issue was offered
through 100 percent book-building at a Floor Price
of PKP 65.00/- per share (including a premium of
PKP 55.00/- per share).

JS Global Capital Limited is the Consultant and
book-runner to this issue.

Kamran Nasir, CEO, JS Global Capital Limit-
ed, commenting on this historic IPO said, “It is a
proud moment for JSGlobal and for the entire Cap-
ital Markets of Pakistan whereby the largest ever
IPO in the private sector Airlink Communications
Limited witnessed unprecedented participation and
success.

I feel obligated to thank theHonourable Prime
Minister of Pakistan for his ‘Make in Pakistan’
Initiative that has brought a paradigm shift in the
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Smart Mobile Phone industry in Pakistan.

I'would also like to Congratulate Muzzaffar Ha-
yat Piracha CEQO, AirLink Communication Limit-
ed as his company made history today at PSX. All
that we witnessed today will go down in our history
as yet another milestone where JS Global stood out
and outshined its peers. We are committed to con-
tinuing to add to our “Lists of Firsts” and create
value for Capital Markets Investors and bring more
companies to the Exchange.”

The company, founded by Mr. Muzzaffar H.
Piracha along with his late brother Mr. Moazzam
H. Piracha in 2010, has risen to become one of the
country’s first companies in the telecom sector to
execute IPO successfully paving the way for many
more companies to follow.

Dear Sir,

Airlink Communication Limited
Subscription Figures of Offer for Sale and Initial Public Offering of Shares

With reference to captioned subject, we would like to inform you that we have received subscription
figures from all Bankers to the Issue as per detail given below:

Subscription details:

No. of Application Category No. of
Apglicants of Shares (Rs.)

178 500 E‘ msm‘sﬂ‘
1276 1,000 1,276,000 1,238,000
758 1,500 387,000 77,670,500
542 2,000 1,084,000 77,50,000]
544 Above 2,000 22, 122,300) 1,581,744 450
4,504 Total 25,856,300 1,848,725 450

We are also enclosing herewith bank wise subscription figures {reported by the bankers and compiled b
us) duly stamped and signed by us for your reference and records.

The IPO proceeds will be utilized by the compa-
ny primarily to meet the enhanced working capital
needs of the distribution business, mobile phone
manufacturing, and expansion retail network across
Pakistan.

The successful book-building saw record partic-
ipation from investors which included major banks,
financial institutions, assets management compa-
nies, mutual funds, insurance companies, other
local and foreign institutions, TPEC holders, and
high net worth individuals.

The general public will be offered shares on
6th and 7th September 2021 at a strike price of Rs.
71.50 per share.
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Historic Achievement of Dr. Khalid Hameed CEO / Chairman Tara Group by receiving 5th
Prestigious Award in 2 years from the honorable President of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi.
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By: Nazakat Ali Bhatti

In recognition of meritorious services
rendered by the world reputed Agri.
Scientist and CEO / Chairman Tara
Group, Dr. Khalid Hameed has been
honored with 5 prestigious
Achievements Awards in fwo years from
the honorable President of Pakistan Dr.
Arif Alvi. The recent 5th Award was
honored by the President of Pakistan in
Brand Foundation Award show held at
Governor House Karachi.

Tara Group Pakistan is one of the top
ranking Agri research based
organization in Agriculture Sector of
Pakistan. Tara Group's Agro Division was
founded in Oct. 2012, which is playing a
pivotal role for the prosperity of farming
community and development of the
country atlarge.

Dr. Khalid Hameed is the only Chief
Executive in Agro-Chemical Industry of
Pakistan, who has not only qualified PhD
in Plant Protection with distinction from
Imperial University of Science &
Technology London, but he has also
developed and introduced a large
number of top quality, innovative and
cost-effective Chemistry products to the
farmers of Asia Pacific for enhancing
their productivity.

Replying a question about factors of Tara
Group's fastest growth, Dr. Khalid
Hameed stated that the fastest Growth of
Tara Group lies in its top quality which is
the top priority of its each & every section.
Research & Development on advanced
lines is a hallmark of Tara Group's

Tara double & tripple gene
GMO Cofton varieties
developed in collaboration with
CEMB would increase
significant yield & helpful to
decrease the production cost of
the Farmers.

o

biggest progress. Tara Group's latest
Quality Control Laboratories & Agro
Chemical Plants are accredited under
International Quality Standards ISO/IEC
170256:2017, 1SO 9001-2015,
International Total Quality Management
System ISQL 100QC, International Star
Quality Brand of Pakistan. On another
question about quality products Dr.
Khalid Hameed said that after qualifying
mentioned above accreditation & global
recognition, Tara Group is producing

Dr. Khalid Hameed

qualified Ph.D from UK
& as a renowned Agri.

Scientist introduced a
large number of innovative
Chemistry Products for the
farmers of Asia-Pacific.

over 150 Branded & Registered Agro-
Chemicals, Micro / Macro Fertilizer
Products & Hi-Tech Seeds, out of whicha
large range of products are accredited
under International Quality Standards,
which is a unique pride of Tara Group in
Agro Chemicals Industry of Pakistan.

Tara Group has established a most
modern and biggest “State of the Art’
Plant of Agro-Chemicals with latest
Pesticides & Fertilizers Quality Control
Labs at Lahore and a Seed Processing

Tara Rice Hybrid as well as
Hybrid Corn & Vegetables Seed

developed at Tara Seed Breeding
& Research Farms in
collaboration with world
reputed Research institutes is
bringing a revolution of highest
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Plant at Multan. Recently after a large
scale expansion, the Agrochemical Plant
of Tara Group has become the biggest
Agro Chemical unitin the country, having
an aggregate production capacity of 11
million bottles & 5 million units of powder
& granules filling. The Products of Tara
Group are cost-effective, user's /
environment friendly as well as climate
resilient, which are not only enhancing
productivity but also useful in decreasing
the production cost of farmers.

He further stated that varieties of Tara
Hybrid Rice have become the leader
having yield potential of 140 to 150
monds per acre. Similarly Tara Hybrid
Corn and hybrid vegetables varieties
have also become popular on better yield
than the imported seeds.

Tara Group has also developed
International linkage with Research
Institutes of China, Turkey, Japan,
Australia, USA & Mexico to bring latest
Crop Technology in the Country. Joint

The State of the Art Tara Agro-
Chemical Plant and latest Tara
Quality Control Labs are
accredited under ISO-9001:2015
& ISO/ IEC 17025:2017 & Total
Quality Management ISQL
100-QC.

Tara"'Group'
P,n'A (S T A0

A,

venture pacts with world's Top MNC's
have also been executed for Research &
Development of major & minor crops
Hybrids Seeds. Another worth
mentioning MOU has also been signed
with CEMB (Center of Excellence in
Molecular Biology) for developing and
Marketing double and multi gene GMO
Cotton Seed, which would inshallah
bring a revolution in increasing the yield
and decreasing the production cost of the
farmers. On a question regarding sales
network of Tara Group, be said that to
disseminate latest crop technology at the
door steps of country wide farmers,
hundreds of Agri. Graduates Sales
Officers have been deputed all over the
country with a biggest over 1100 Sales
Points established by Tara Group's
Sales Companies i.e. Tara Crop
Sciences (Pvt.) Ltd, Imperial Crop
Sciences (Pvt.) Ltd and Star Agro
Sciences (Pvt.) Ltd. In addition to that
Tara Group's Corporate Sales Division is
also providing Top Quality Products in
Bulk Sale to over 100 Business Partners.
The Sales Force of Tara Group's
Companies has become a key player,
creating a new history by continuously
achieving biggest sales targets to
strengthen and maintain the status of
Tara Group as a top ranking organization
of Agri. Sector in Pakistan.

In recognition of remarkable contribution
& meritorious services, Tara Group has
so far been honored 48 International and
top National Excellence Awards. Which
is a rare pride of Tara Group Pakistan in
Agro Chemicals Industry of Pakistan.

International Quality Products
of Tara Group are cost effective
environment / Farmers friendly
& climate resilient,which are
playing pivotal role for the
prosperity of farming
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Global technology company
vivo announced its first
production base in Pakistan,
invests USD 10 million

Eric Kong, CEO, vivo Paklstan said Pakistan is becoming an increasingly favourable destination
for local manufacturing hubs. The decision to set up this local manufacturing plant in Pakistan
is not just our approach to enrich users’ lives with high-quality, home grown technologies but
also to empower the local workforce with more opportunities

lobal technology company, vivo, an-

nounced that it has started producing an

expansive catalogue of products locally

at its first production base set up in the
Industrial Estate of Faisalabad. As one of the lead-
ing brands in the region, this marks vivo’s sixth such
intelligent production base as it strengthens its foot-
print across the globe in line with the “More Local,
More Global” strategy. In order to strengthen its
footprint in Pakistan, vivo has invested USD 10 mil-
lion to set up a domestic manufacturing plant which
is in alignment with “Made in Pakistan” initiative to
contribute to the development of the local economy
and empowerment of the local workforce. Pakistan
currently has a local demand for 3.3 million mobile

!

phones monthly. The new facility, spread over 4
acres, has a production capacity of 500,000 smart-
phone units per month.

Since 2014, vivo has been adhering to “More Lo-
cal, More Global” strategy andreadily establishing
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its global R&D and manufacturing network. Aside
from the newly inaugurated production base in Pa-

vivo is currently one of the
leading brands in Pakistan;
expected to localize production
of approximately 5 lac mobile
units per month

kistan, vivo also has already established five such
locations in Dongguan, Chongqing, India (Greater
Noida), Bangladesh (Dhaka) and Indonesia (Tan-

- w
|
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gerang), combining for a collective manufacturing
capacity of hundreds of millions of cutting-edge de-
vices every year. This steady growth in production
capability has become essential in safeguarding the
global supply of vivo products and satisfying inter-
national user demands. “Pakistan is becoming an
increasingly favourable destination for local manu-
facturing hubs. The decision to set up this local man-
ufacturing plant in Pakistan is not just our approach
to enrich users’ lives with high-quality, home grown
technologies but also to empower the local workforce
with more opportunities. vivo believes in the Benfen
philosophy which encourages us to build technology
for the good of society,” said Eric Kong, CEQO, vivo
Pakistan.

With 8 assembly lines, the facility is already op-
erational in Faisalabad and has produced the first
batch of ‘Made-in-Pakistan’ mobile phones as of
February 1, 2021. =
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ational Assembly Standing Commit-

tee on Information Technology and

Telecommunications has directed Pa-

kistan Telecommunications Authority
(PTA) and National Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA) to bring a plan of action to
block the illegally issued mobile SIMs.

The Committee expressed concern over the
indifferent attitude of both departments for not
complying with its directions despite the elapse of
considerable time.

The Standing Committee on Information
Technology and Telecommunication met with Ali
Khan Jadoon, MNA in the chair.

The Committee was apprised that the PTA had
introduced stringent measures to check the illegal
issuance of SIMs and the issue had been largely
addressed.

The PTA representative informed that the
Authority had also taken punitive action against
mobile operators whose sales centers or franchises
were found involved in issuing SIMs without ful-
filling mandatory requirements and verification.

The Committee was not satisfied with the re-
ply, therefore, directed the PTA and the NADRA
to bring a plan of action before it within 15 days.

The Committee also decided to call Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) in the next meeting to
discuss issues related to cyber-crimes.

The Committee observed that FIA was lagging
behind in curbing cyber-crimes due to its capacity
issues.

. ATR

The Committee also decided to call a senior
representative of the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting in the next meeting to discuss Media
Development Authority Ordinance (MDAO).

The Committee also held debate when on a
Call Attention Notice moved by Ch. Faqir Mu-
hammad, MNA regarding the failure of the PTA
to curb pornography, blasphemous content, and
hate speech on social media. The mover contend-
ed that the PTA had not been able to stop such
content which had destroyed the social fabric and
also created intolerance in society.

The PTA representative apprised that the Au-
thority had taken stringent measures to block such
content, however, due to technological constraints
and limitations, the content hosted by the offshore
websites, a holistic action cannot be taken. He ap-
prised the NA Committee that the PTA was con-
stantly in touch with all social media platforms
and actions were taken time-to-time against those
showing objectionable material.

He said that action had been initiated against
violators under cyber-crime laws.

The Committee pended discussion on The
Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-Organization)
(Amendment) Bill, 2020” and The Electronic
Transactions (Amendment) Bill, 2019 moved by
Amjid Ali Khan, MNA till its next meeting.

The meeting was attended by MNAs including
SahibzadaSibghatullah, Sher Ali Arbab, Makh-
doom Zain Hussain Qureshi, Muhammad Abdul
GhafarWattoo, Mr. Muhammad Aslam Khan,
Nusrat Wahid, Muhammad Hashim, Ali Gohar
Khan, RominaKhurshidAlam, Ms. Maiza Ha-
meed, ShamimAraPanhwar, Mahesh Kumar Mal-
ani, NazBaloch, Syed Mehmood Shah, Choud-
haryFaqir Ahmad, Secretary M/o Information
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NA body directs PTA,
NADRA to block
illegally issued SIMs

Asﬁ%ﬁ

The PTA representative informed that the Authority had also
taken punitive action against mobile operators whose sales
centers or franchises were found involved in issuing SIMs
without fulfilling mandatory requirements and verification

Technology and Telecommunication and other
officers of concerned departments.

A couple of months ago, the National Assem-
bly’s Standing Committee on Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunication had underlined
the need for evolving an automatic system to block
the dead persons’ Subscribers Identity Module
(SIMs).

The Committee expressed
concern over the indifferent
attitude of both departments for
not complying with its directions
despite the elapse of
considerable time

The issue pertaining to deceased persons’ SIMs
was thoroughly discussed during the meeting
chaired by Member of National Assembly (MNA)
Ali Khan Jadoon. On that occasion, the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) apprised the
committee’s members about the mechanism for
the transfer of SIMs to the successors of the de-
ceased persons.

The panel of lawmakers directed the PTA and
the NADRA to make joint efforts for developing
an automatic mechanism for blocking the use of
SIMs issued in the name of those who were now
no more. The committee members suggested that
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there should be a mechanism that could help the
PTA detect automatically Identification Card
number of the deceased so that the SIMS, issued
against the deceased persons (when he was alive),
could be blocked. The NA body took exception to
the method of selling the SIMs across the country
and instructed the PTA to evolve a mechanism to
regulate the sale of SIMs by the telecom provider.
The committee chairman called for collaborative
efforts to curb the sale of unauthorized and illegal
SIMS. He asked the PTA to provide internet ser-
vices to un-served and underserved areas, especial-
ly of Balochistan and Sindh on priority.

The PTA representative informed the commit-
tee that only five voices and two data SIMs were
being issued against one Computerized National
Identification Card. The PTA also briefed the pan-
el about the matter pertaining to the verification
of the SIMS.

The committee members unanimously decid-
ed to discuss in-camera details of the agreement
reached between the government of Pakistan and
Etisalat, which had 26 percent of PTCL shares
along with management control of the then tele-
com, in the next meeting.

The committee members expressed reserva-
tions over the absence of the PTCL’s senior offi-
cers in the meeting. The agenda items related to
tax revenue generated by the telecom industry and
a sub-committee were deferred. The meeting was
also attended by MNAs AyshaRajaz Ali, Romana-
KhurshidAlam, Syed Mehmood Shah, NazBa-
loch, NazBaloch, and Ali Gohar Khan. =
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The FBR has clarified there is no linkage or access to
banking transactions at any level with the banks or financial
institutions. Similarly, there is no fingerprint authentication
mechanism available with the FBR

major law enforcement entity of the

country managing the taxation mat-

ters and revenue collection, the Federal

Board of Revenue (FBR), has recently
suffered a major cyber-security incident. Soon af-
ter the cyber-attack, the network access to FBR
systems was put for sale on the dark web. The ser-
vice confirmed that taxpayers’ data remained safe.
The FBR suffered a huge cyber-attack affecting
the service’s systems and associated applications
for hours. Following the incident, the FBR put up
statement regarding “data center optimization” on
its website. Yet, they admitted some “anomaly”
that created trouble during the process. The Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) has issued a clarification
regarding in-progress service optimization activ-
ities at the FBR House Data Center Islamabad.
The FBR has explained that the technical team is
currently migrating services. The stakeholders, who
are being provided services from the data center,
are informed that there were unforeseen anomalies
during the migration process, which has resulted in
the unavailability of services since the early hours
of the last night.

The FBR confirmed the cyber-attack. Follow-
ing the cyber-attack, the FBR officials admitted the
breach of the Board’s security. The incident seem-
ingly happened around August 14, 2021, on the
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Independence Day, which made an official state to
media. “It is cyber terrorism on our Independence
Day.” Regarding the subsequent measures, the of-
ficials stated, “since the virtual environment has
been damaged, we are trying to create a new vir-
tual environment

ECONOMY | FLAREREPORT [ |

dent did not affect taxpayers’ data, nor did the FBR
have any links to users’ banking transactions or
accounts. As mentioned in tweets from the FBR’s
official Twitter account. The FBR has clarified that
there is no linkage or access to banking transactions
at any level with the banks or financial institutions.
Similarly, there is no fingerprint authentication
mechanism available with the FBR. The tax profile
data of the FBR has only offline bank account num-
bers which are not linked with banks or financial in-
stitutions. For now, it remains unclear if the hackers
still have held access to the FBR’s systems sneakily,
or are capable of another cyber-attack. Also, some
other reports mention spear phishing attacks that
led to this incident, instead of or together with Hy-
per-V exploit. These things might be clarified in the
future following the investigations.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Imran Khan has
once again reshuffled his economic team with the
appointment of the seventh chairperson of the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) during the last
three years. Special Assistant to the Prime Minis-
ter (SAPM) on Finance and Revenue Dr.Wagar
Masood resigned and the PM has accepted his
resignation. Since August 2018 when the PTI took
over the government, Dr. Muhammad Ashfaq
Ahmed has been appointed the seventh chairperson
of the FBR.

The earlier chairpersons posted from 2018 till
date were: Rukhsana Yasmin; Mohammad Jehan-
zeb Khan; Shabbar Zaidi; NausheenJavaidAmjad,
Muhammad JavedGhani, and Asim Ahmad.

According to two notifications issued by the
FBR, “Dr. Muhammad Ashfaqg Ahmed, a BS-21
officer of Inland Revenue Service, has assumed
the charge of the post of chairman FBR, and Asim
Ahmad, a BS-21 officer of Inland Revenue Service,
has relinquished the charge of the post of chair-
man, FBR/secretary, Revenue Division on August
24, 2021.” “Dr. Masood has resigned and his resig-
nation has been accepted by Prime Minister Imran
Khan.”

Sources said that the summary for the appoint-
ment of new the FBR Chairman and replacement
of Asim Ahmed was made part of the additional
agenda items of the federal cabinet meeting.

Sources said that the reforms in the FBR have
been very critical for achieving the ambitious reve-
nue collection target for the current fiscal year.

A major reshuffle of senior FBR officials includ-
ing members is also expected shortly, sources said.

Reportedly, the mishandling of the hacking in-
cident at the FBR and the FBR’s move to share tax-
payers’ data with the NADRA have become issues
leading to the removal of Asim Ahmed from the
FBR chairmanship. Asim would be transferred to
another ministry/division.

Finance Minister ShaukatTarin visited the FBR
Headquarters and received a detailed briefing on cy-
ber-attack on the FBR website as well as on reforms
and measures taken by the IT team to improve the
FBR'’s security. FBR Chairman Asim Ahmed gave
a detailed presentation to the Finance Minister on

that may take up
to two days.” It
turned out that the
attackers managed
to intrude the sys-
tems by exploiting
Microsoft Hyper-V.

We are trying to create a new
virtual environment that may take up to
two days. It turned out that the attackers

managed to intrude the systems by

the reforms, IT ini-
tiatives, and other

measures.
Asim also at-
tended a meeting of

the Senate Stand-
ing Committee on
Finance and then

Consequently, the exp]oiting Microsoft Hyper-V. Consequent-left the meeting to

incident made

FBR’s data center |y, the incident made FBR’s data center go cabinet
offline for several hours

go offline for sever-
al hours.

attend the federal
meeting.
Later, he had a

detailed  meeting

According  to
recent reports, the spy agency had already warned
the FBR of cyber-attacks. However, the alerts were
ignored which resulted in the hacking attack on 360
virtual machines and data centers. Commenting on
this matter, Ex-FBR chairman Asim Ahmad said,
“no such instructions were given by me. In such
circumstances, systems are not shut down but they
are very closely monitored, which was being done.”
Nonetheless, the Board has assured that the inci-
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with the finance
minister at the FBR Headquarters. The new FBR
chairman Dr. Ashfaq Ahmed is a grade-21 officer
of Inland Revenue Service (IRS) and is considered
an expert on fiscal issues.

His research work on fiscal issues had been
published in internationally reputed magazines.
Dr. Ashfaq Ahmed currently holds two portfolios-
FBR’s Member Inland Revenue (Operations) and
the Director General International Taxes. m
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Govt claims Electronic
Voting Machine cannot

be hacked

I:VM has been made keeping in view the security aspects. It
has three units and cannot be hacked as the machine is not

equipped with the internet and does not have the blue-tooth
facility. ach and every button of the machine has a single

function

he Electronic Voting Machine (EVM)

is a simple electronic device used to re-

cord votes instead of ballot papers and

boxes which were used earlier in the
conventional voting system. The fundamental
right to vote or simply voting in elections forms
the basis of democracy. In all the earlier elec-
tions, be it provincial or the federal elections, a
voter used to vote his/her favourite candidate
by putting the stamp against his/her name, then
folded the ballot paper as per a prescribed meth-
od before putting it in the Ballot Box. This is a
lengthy, time-consuming process and very much
open to errors.

This situation continued till the election scene
was completely changed by the Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM). No more ballot paper, ballot
boxes, stamping, etc. all those were condensed
into a simple box called the ballot unit of the
electronic voting machine. Because biometric
identifiers cannot be easily misplaced, forged, or
shared, as such they are considered more reliable
for person recognition than traditional token or
knowledge-based methods. So the electronic vot-
ing system is an improved system based on the
current technologies viz., biometric system.

An Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) is an
essential part of participatory democracy. The
EVM allows the voter to cast vote for the candi-
date of choice or choose the NOTA option. How-
ever in order to make an informed choice, every
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voter must know how an EVM works.

An EVM machine demands basic knowledge
of identifying the desired political party’s symbol
and the local candidate representing it. Unlike
the voting process of yesteryear, an EVM doesn’t
require a ballot box, but rather offers an option to
simply press a button.

The chances an EVM machine would fail to
perform its intended purpose are quite low as
the machines are checked quite comprehensively
before the elections take place. The First Level
Checking (FLC) is done for each EVM by the en-
gineers of the manufacturing firms.

Federal Minister for Science and Technology,
Senator Syed Shibli Faraz said that the Electronic
Voting Machine (EVM) locally manufactured by
Pakistan is better than Indian.

He said that the awareness campaigns will be
launched to educate the voters about the effec-
tiveness and usage of EVM in the election while
training of the relevant staff will also be conduct-
ed.

The federal minister said that the EVM will
be unveiled at provincial assemblies, universities,
Chamber of Commerce, and Bar Council. “We
will go to all the relevant stakeholders,” he added.

“Opposition will also be invited to inspect the
EVM and hope it will not do opposition for the
sake of opposition as it has no use and end,” he
observed.

The federal minister said around three percent
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of the registered voters get their votes rejected in
the election process in the manual system while
the role of the staff is also not enviable.

However, he said, the technology has giv-
en way to minimal human intervention and the
EVM will prove an effective tool to address all
the reservations related to the election process.

The minister said that the EVM has been man-
ufactured according to the standards and require-
ments provided by the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP).

“EVM has been made keeping in view the
security aspects. It has three units and it cannot
be hacked as the machine is not equipped with
internet and does not have the blue tooth facility.
Each and every button of the machine has a sin-
gle function”, he said.

Shibli Faraz said that all the queries raised by
ECP regarding EVM were responded to the sat-
isfaction of the Commission. The ECP had given
a list of about 58 requirements, which all were
fulfilled. “If the ECP would ask for any further
changes, that will also be incorporated,” he add-
ed.

The minister emphasised that “We have to use
technology in the general elections for restoring
the confidence of people in the electoral process
and to ensure fairness”.

The minister observed elections in our country
are marred by controversy and the use of money
and bullying in elections has become a culture

Prime Minister Imran Khan had given the
first task to the Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology to work on the manufacturing of EVM
for the sake of ensuring transparency in election
and credibility of the results. The voting machine
has been designed for the whole population, he
added.

The EVM will have an electronic as well as a
paper trail system and the results will be received
within 15 to 20 minutes. “There will be a new
turn in the history of Pakistan after the EVM”,
the minister said.

The federal minister said that the number of
machines can also be increased in the period of
six to seven months.

Shibli Faraz said that the machine has noth-
ing to do with the deployment of military police
at the polling station.

About the cost of the EVM, the federal minis-
ter said that the cost of a voting machine will be
less than that of the imported machines.

Federal Minister for Science
and Technology, Senator Syed
Shibli Faraz said Electronic
Voting Machine (EVM)
manufactured by Pakistan is
better than that Indian

The EVM has also been displayed before Free
and Fair Election Network (FAFEN) and UNDP
and both the organisations did not express any
concerns regarding the credibility and working of
EVM, he said. The opposition leaders have re-
jected the Electronic Voting Machines for their
use in the next elections. They declared the elec-
tronic voting machine as the “simplest way to rig
elections.”

Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) chief
Fazlur Rehman said: “We reject each and every
electoral reform put forward by this selected gov-
ernment, and we believe that NAB and FIA have
become political institutions, who have lost their
standing, as they are being used against the Op-
position.”

“The electronic voting system has been de-
clared a failure by the entire world,” said the
former Punjab chief minister Shehbaz Sharif,
adding that electoral reforms must be carried out
with the consultations of all key stakeholders, the
public opinion, and by developing a consensus. =
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he management of the renowned mo-

bile service provider and public share-

holder company in Pakistan, the Ufone

has acquired the 4G Spectrum after
hectic efforts. The Ufone has been making efforts
since last year to get the 4G Spectrum as a result
of which, the Federal Cabinet gave the approval
for it in the calendar year. The Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) had made the best
arrangements to hold bidding for the 4G Spec-
trum and the Ufone was able to get the award
in a transparent and fair manner. Coincidently,
Islamabad High Court also passed the decision
in the renewal case of other two mobile service
companies namely, Telenor and Jazz, following
which these companies came under financial dif-
ficulties. This factor also went to the advantage
of Ufone.

Luckily, the
Ufone has got
the Spectrum
at the lowest
price and the
company now,
within the next
few months, is
going to start
providing the
latest 4G ser-
vice to the us-

Hatem Bamatraf ers in Pakistan
President and Group CEO, PTCL & Ufone JEISEERYS &SI (o)
rates.

The telecom experts opine that after the Ufone
has got the 4G Spectrum, the foreign company
Telenor is going to have a downfall in Pakistan
while the Chinese mobile company Zong, may
also face a tough challenge. The telecom sourc-
es say the Ufone has now become a part of the
PTCL for all practical purposes, as such it would
be able to make use of all relevant resources of
the PTCL to make maximum use of its potential
and give a tough time to other companies in the
corporate sector and those in the area of mobile
data and the
allied service
providers. They
say the spec-
trum  already
held by Telenor
was not use-
ful anymore as
such the Tele-
nor subscribers
were not much
pleased  with
its services.
Therefore, the
Telenor management will get a serious challenge
from the Ufone when this company starts to pro-
vide 4G Spectrum service to the mobile phone
users. This also go a long way to make a come-
back of the Ufone to the market.

A number of people from the corporate sec-
tor reached out to the Flare magazine and told
that Ufone and PTCL had faced most of the hic-
cups on account of the non-availability of the
4G Spectrum due to which contracts of huge
amounts were going to the public and private
companies which now the Ufone will get for hav-
ing the better mobile service. In addition to that,
it was being stated that the Ufone through fixed
and through mobile devices will immediately get
into the corporate sector with reasonable rates
for providing the service.

The company is fast completing the prepara-
tions for marketing, sale, and to meet the engi-
neering requirements for the 4G Spectrum. The
management of the Ufone is in high spirits to
launch the Spectrum for public use. The Ufone
sources said that previously the company suf-
fered a big setback when it failed to get the 4G
Spectrum. However, late PTCL, Ufone CEO
Rashid Khan continued to struggle and working
in this behalf and ultimately the Ufone got the
award last month. Late Rashid Khan made high-
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Ufone vows to
revolutionise mobile
service with 4G
Spectrum

the 4G Spectrum. The name of Rashid Khan will always live with
the 4G Spectrum. Besides late Rashid Khan, the efforts made
by the Group Head for Regulatory Affairs of Ufone and PTCI,
Naveed Khalid Butt are highly appreciable towards making the
dream of getting 4G Spectrum a reality

ly commendable services to get the 4G Spectrum.
The name of Rashid Khan will always live with
the 4G Spectrum, they added.

Besides late Rashid Khan, the efforts made
by the Group Head for Regulatory Affairs of
Ufone and PTCL Naveed Khalid Butt are highly
appreciable towards making the dream of getting
4G Spectrum a reality. Naveed Butt is the senior
officer of the
company who
leads a team
that put up un-
tiring  efforts
to secure the
award. Playing
a laudable role,
Naveed  Butt
gave the com-
pany a state-of-
the-art services
system in the
larger interest
of  Pakistan.
Since Ufone and PTCL are the public investment
companies as such protecting the public rights
was also a foremost responsibility, to which Mr.
Naveed made a huge contribution.

The father of Naveed Khalid Butt had also
served in the PTCL as a senior officer and his
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name always went as highly honest and hard-
working employees of the company. And today
his son, Naveed Butt, upholding the traditions of
honesty and fair-play of his father, safeguarded
the national asset of Pakistan and played a vital
role in putting the company on the modern lines
and bring it at par with the international stan-
dards in many respects. The Government of Pa-

Telenor management will get a
serious challenge from the Ufone
when this company starts to
provide 4G Spectrum service to
the mobile phone users

kistan needs to acknowledge the services of such
persons who think only about the country and its
interests and check any harm to them. Such peo-
ple need to be remembered and rewarded for the
encouragement of other loyal Pakistanis.

Now the Ufone management has the chal-
lenge to maintain the standard of the best mobile
phone service provider company and in market-
ing to lift the company at number one position in
Pakistan. =
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D'TH project a must to
foil Indian propaganda
against Pakistan

The DTH project was such that it was to totally change the complexion of the satellite television
and media world in Pakistan. It was to also earn Rs 14.5 billion to the national exchequer.
Besides other purposes, the project not only aimed at competing with and countering the media
propaganda of arch-rival India but also flash Pakistan, its media, and the national point of view
at the global level. The larger national interest demands that a high-level inquiry may be
conducted into the matter without any delay and Pemra be directed to initiate the project afresh.
Sources said the DTH project had to check the access of Indian channels—involved in spreading
propaganda against Pakistan—to the seven million Pakistanis who were paying as online fees for
it in billions every month that was being transferred to India through different channels. India
through DTH boxes is propagating Hindu and Jewish ideas which are reaching out to millions of
Pakistanis who are illegally using Indian DHT, to watch the Indian channels.

The project anyway, is a highly valuable and of vital national interest which needs to be put in
place instead of being shelved. Therefore the Army Chief, General QamarJavedBajwa, and
Prime Minister Imran Khan are being urged to order an inquiry into the matter without delay so
that responsibility should be fixed and this project of a highly sensitive nature could be launched
immediately. The project, which has to provide modern-day digital facilities to Pakistanis
through their own company, is sure to go a long way to counter and foil the Indian propaganda
machinery against Pakistan.
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ow corruption and favouritism are hit-

ting the national interests of Pakistan

could be well assessed from the Direct

to Home (DTH) project that failed to
become functional despite the elapse of five years
which paved the way for enemy India to unleash
propaganda against our country and make an inroad
into our economy. The responsible persons of the Pa-
kistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (Pem-
ra), have confirmed that the billions of rupees highly
important and sensitive project has been practically
abandoned and exists only as a mirage.

Sources revealed that homework on the materi-
alization of the DTH project had started 16 years
ago and Shahzad Sky was ultimately selected for the
award of licence for it on the said date. But this com-
pany did not kick-start the project for one year after
the award and the time limit prescribed by Pemra for
using the licence, ended on February 11, 2020. But
the Pemra did not turn its face to this fact to take
action against the private company for not following
g the licencing
rules and regu-
lations and al-
lowed Shahzad
Sky to hold the
licence. Section
35 of the Pem-
ra rules provid-
ed confiscation
of the compa-
ny’s deposited
amount for fail-
ure to start the
project within
the given time
limit. But the
Pemra did not act in this regard. The Perma sourc-
es told the scribe that the Authority repeatedly sent
reminders to Shahzad Sky but no satisfactory reply
was received nor the company took the tangible step
to complete and operate the project. Then the Pemra
Chairman also announced to take up this issue in the
meeting of the Board and take a final decision on
allowing or otherwise licence to Shahzad Sky as the
project was sensitive and very important demanding
the earliest operation. The Chairman also said the
Authority was in regular contact with the company
and reminder notices were also being sent to it. He

further said the company was one of the bidders but
it had failed to abide by the condition of launching
the project within the given time. He wanted to com-
pany to follow the rules and regulations for holding
the licence.

After repeated attempts on cell number 0321-
5212122 when contact was made with the Project
Director of the company ShahbazZaheer, he told
the scribe that the project has been delayed due to
difficulties in getting the LCs and other allied things
on account of Coronavirus. He said the compa-
ny was in constant touch with Pemra to inform it
about the hiccups. He said his company was in touch
with Chairman Perma and other officials concerned
who, he added, are being kept informed by the mo-
ment-to-moment developments. Shahbaz described
the project as a mega one which he said, required a
lot of time for becoming operational.

Many attempts were made to obtain the point of
view of the Pemra spokesman but no tangible success
came forth. However, the Pemra sources confirmed
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that the project has virtually become non-operational
and the law demanded in this situation, forfeiture of
the money of Shahzad Sky but the Chairman Per-
ma is showing his helplessness on this behalf which
amounts to a blatant flouting of the law.

Sources said our enemy, India, had started the
DHT service in the year 2001 when it triggered pro-

Had Pakistan also launched
its own DTH project in time, it
would have befittingly replied to
the Indian propaganda through
its own DTH for the Afghanis
and the world showing what
frustration and defeat India
had come under in the recent
changes in Afghanistan

paganda war against Pakistan which was still going
on without any letup. India through DTH boxes
is propagating Hindu and Jewish ideas which are
reaching out to a number of Pakistanis who are ille-
gally using Indian DHT, to watch the Indian media
channels. Sources say lakhs of Pakistani viewers pay
monthly Rs2000 each for using Indian DTH boxes
which make for billions of rupees that reach India
through Singapore and other countries.

Sources said it was highly regrettable that a job
that should have been done 20 years ago, when ul-
timately begin to get roots through bidding on Oc-
tober 3, 2016, after it remained pending for years in
the courts, was nipped through the corruption and
favouritism. They said the licensee Shahzad Sky
failed to start the project as per law and within the
prescribed timeframe, which has yielded a direct
benefit to Chairman PemraSaleem Beg who, they
added, is not only getting political dividends but also
other gains out of it.

Pemra sources say a number of presentations
were given to the Pemra and other relevant author-
ities of the Government of Pakistan to show how
India was causing damage to the sovereignty of Pa-

kistan through media war as in many cities and far-
flung rural areas of the country, Indian DTH boxes
were being openly sold out paving the way to lakhs
of Pakistanis to watch the enemy country’s chan-
nels. They also highlighted the facts of how India
was making billions of rupees from the DTH besides
poisoning the mind of Pakistanis. It all was unprece-
dented. Sources said the long-awaited Pakistan DTH
project is on the verge of complete closure. They also
revealed that Shahzad Sky clandestinely tried to sell
out the project to a Lahore-based private software
company that refused to purchase it when it learned
about the corruption of millions of rupees and mis-
appropriations with respect to the project about
which Shahzad Sky was keeping it in dark. The soft-
ware company also came to know that Shahzad Sky
had failed to deposit the monthly installment which
clearly showed it was presenting fudged facts and fig-
ures which was a gross violation of the law.

In the last month’s issue, the Flare had carried a
detailed story on this game-changing DTH project
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and how its shelving was going to cause damage to
the national interests and development plans. Investi-
gations have started into what the Flare had brought
forth as a whistleblower.

On the other hand, India has been operating a
so-called DTH from Afghanistan over the years to
air propaganda against Pakistan. Had Pakistan also
launched its own DTH project in time, it would have
befittingly replied to the Indian propaganda through
its own DTH for the Afghanis and the world showing
what frustration and defeat India had come under in
the recent changes in Afghanistan. Sources further
say only India had benefitted from non-starting of
the DTH project in Pakistan as thousands of Indian
DTH boxes are still being sold in Pakistan markets
for which India is earning in billions which are si-
phoned off to India through hundi, hawala, and oth-
er prohibited means.

Sources say the possibility cannot be ruled out
that Shahzad Sky deliberately delayed the project at
any stage as the way it caused loss to the national
interests in un-
precedented.
The law and
vital national
interests  have
been flouted
so  ruthlessly.
As per the law,
the licence of
Shahzad Sky
should  have
been cancelled
years ago and
other compa-
® nies are given

the award to
complete the project but Pemra management com-
pletely failed on this score. The law required criminal
proceedings against Shahzad Sky for so mercilessly
trampling national interests and serving the interests
of the rival country. It is also being brought to the
notice of the law enforcement agencies, the army
chief, and the prime minister that prompt action is
required under the law against those who are com-
mitting rampant corruption and misappropriations
in the guise of serving the national interests. That law
should take its own course against them without any
discrimination. A perusal of the substance of this

story demands, such like do not warrant publication
in the national interest. But it cuts very sorry figures
that those who are under oath to protect the nation-
al interests are themselves so fearlessly committing
violations and tend to corruption for the personal
benefit, hence they needed to be exposed for the sake
of the country. The Flare Magazine is publishing the
facts fulfilling its responsibilities towards the nation
and the country as the magazine holds the national
interest ahead of any other thing. The Flare desires
the commands of Almighty Allah and His Prophet
(PBUH) must be held supreme and acted upon.

Pemra held a meeting number 163 of its Author-
ity on April 9, 2021, whose minutes show how badly
this project of high national value was ruined and
smashed that finds no precedent in past. The mem-
bers of the Authority have also called for starting the
project immediately and have also directed for agi-
tating the legal rights in this respect. The minutes are
being reproduced as they are so that readers could
know what was going on inside. m
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he own money,

an illegal pre-

mium charged

by dealers in
Pakistan, is once again
skyrocketing with reports
that it has even touched
up to Rs one million for a
car in recent days. The in-
ability of manufacturers
to supply cars according
to the demand is being
held responsible along
with many reasons, for
charging the own in the
country.

Pakistan’s car indus-
try has long been plagued .
by the ‘own’ money (pre-
mium) that unfairly in-
creases the price of al- =
ready inflated prices of
automobile cars for most
of the buyers.

It is notwithstanding
the latest push by the
new regulations and in- |
centives given to produce
more vehicles, which has
led to increased sales of
vehicles in Pakistan.

According to the lat-
est data, for the 7-month
calendar year 2021, the
automobile industry
sales increased 106 per-
cent with total sales at
162,356 units compared
to 78,683 wunits sold
during corresponding pe-
riod of the last year.

For the first month
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Automobile dealers,

companies fleecing
buyers thru own,

shortage. There are re-
ports that many Kia’s
Sportage compact SUVs
units have been assem-
bled to the last bolt, but
remain unfinished be-
cause they lack semi-
conductor chips, and the
company cannot deliver
them to the buyers.

Similarly, the new
Honda City’s Aspire
variant is making buyers
wait till March 2022 if
they book the car today,
while other models have
delivery dates of January
and February next year
as well.

The Malaysian com-
pany Proton is also strug-
gling to deliver cars as
the auto industry in the
" country has been shut
~ down due to the pan-
demic. The situation is
also leading to a delay in
the delivery of the parts
manufacturing compa-
. nies need to assemble
. vehicles. This factor is
leading to get delivery of
the cars from the parent
company in Malaysia.

While some blame it
. on the supply chain is-
sues, others argue that it
has always been a prob-
lem that persists in our
auto industry. Cars like
KIA Sportage, Hyundai
. Tucson, and MG Cross-

of the fiscal year 2021, overs are experienc-
total cars production ing premiums up to Rs
according to Pakistan . . . . . 700,000.

Automotive . Manufac. [t is worth mentioning that the own money is an illegal Similaly, the own

turers Association stood
at 15,325 units, up from
8,280 units produced in
the same month of last
fiscal year. This shows an
increase in production of
cars by 85.1 percent year-
on-year for the month of
July.

Likewise, the produc-
tion of jeeps and SUVs

amount a dealer charges from a buyer, who wants to get a car

immediately. It is above the original retail price of a car. It has
been a common practice in Pakistan’s car industry, where

the delivery period of cars by manufacturing companies can
prolong for months, enabling dealers to exploit people who

can pay ‘own’

money on cars like Toy-
ota Fortuner is between
Rs700,000-900,000 fol-
lowed by Rs300,000-
400,000 on Corolla,
Altis, and Hilux by the
same company.

Thus, reports from
the market suggest that
the advantages offered by
the government to bring

has jumped 66 percent,
and the impact of this increase was felt in all types
of vehicles.

However, this increase was not enough to undo
the prevalence of own money from the market, as
consumers have been complaining that they are
facing late deliveries, and the people who pay pre-
miums are getting their cars on the spot.

It is worth mentioning that the own money is
an illegal amount a dealer charges from a buyer
who wants to get the car immediately.

It is over and above the original price of a car.
It has been a common practice in Pakistan’s car in-
dustry, where the delivery period of cars by man-
ufacturing companies can prolong for months en-
abling the dealers to exploit people who can pay
‘own’.

There have been reports showing some cars for
which the premium is as high as Rs one million to
get them immediately.

In August, MG Motors Pakistan was accused
of defrauding its customers in Pakistan. The com-
pany had been facing delivery delays since it start-
ed selling its crossovers in the country, however,
never has the company been blamed for fraud.

“The 70-80 cars booked in January with Rs2
million advance given for each to the company
makes for Rs2 billion in the booking alone to the
company”, a lawyer who is a victim of late deliv-
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eries told a private channel. He said that in Jan-
uary alone, 1000 MG vehicles were booked from
Islamabad. The lawyer Qasim Amyjad said that his
original delivery date was June, but it continued
to be deferred to new dates. Amjad said the com-
pany ultimately told him the car would be deliv-
ered to him in September or October.

However, Qasim Amjad is not the only person
but a number of people said, that as long as one
does not pay the Own Money, the company keeps
on giving new time of the delivery of the vehicles
to a great mental torment of the buyers.

Likewise, the production of
jeeps and SUVs has jumped 66
percent, and the impact of this
increase was felt in all types of
vehicles

However, MG responded it saying, “a historic
challenge of serious shortage of semi-conductor
chips is being faced by the global automotive in-
dustry right now. This is beyond anyone’s control
and deliveries are being delayed for all brands for
this reason.”

MG is not alone in facing this problem of

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

the vehicle prices down
and make them more affordable for the people
will soon disappear in the light of the supply dis-
ruptions, semiconductor shortages, and increase
in prices of raw materials all over the world.
People who protested the MG’s late deliveries
said on media that they do understand the sup-
ply problems, but the question is, people who pay
the ‘own’ are getting cars ahead of those who got
their orders booked earlier to them and the com-
pany had committed to delivering them cars ac-
cording to the time recorded in the booking order.
On 7th July Federal Minister for Industries
and Production Khusro Bakhtiar said the govern-
ment has taken measures to promote the automo-
bile industry by reducing the prices of vehicles.
The Minister said the government has intro-
duced measures to deal with the issue of “Own
Money,” adding that the government would
charge from Rs50,000 to Rs200,000 tax where
the first registration is not in the name of the per-
son who booked the vehicle, while it would also
impose the compulsory payment of KIBOR+3%
mark-up by manufacturers on delivery beyond 60
days, discouraging them from delivering vehicles
for more than two months.
In addition, he said that the maximum upfront
payment on booking would not exceed 20 percent
of the invoice value at the time of booking. m
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akistan is con-
fident to get the
extension in GSP
Plus status from
European Union (EU)
next year (2022) as cur-
rently, it is in the process

of review.
“Pakistan is  well
placed in compliance

with its obligations under
the scheme. Pakistan is
in the process of the next
review and hopefully will
get the extension,” stat-
ed the ministry of com-
merce. Pakistan has been
availing the EU’s “Special
Incentive  Arrangement
for Good Governance
and Sustainable Develop-
ment” (GSP Plus Scheme)
since 2014. This is linked
with the implementation
of certain obligations for
which a two-yearly review
is carried out by the EU. &
The last review was suc-
cessfully concluded under
the present government in
2020, whereby GSP Plus
was extended till 2022.

Abdul RazakDawood,
Adviser to Prime Minister
on commerce and invest-
ment, said that Pakistan
would seek two years ex-
tension in Generalized
Preferential System (GSP) & .
Plus status, set to expire in -
2022, from the European
Union. He further said
that there are no threats
to Pakistan’s current GSP
plus status and “no one
should be worried about
it.” “The country has two
years to get benefit and
we are planning to extend
this facility for further two
years, so do not pay atten-
tion to rumours. Every-
thing is going according
to the plan.”

It has been widely ac-
cepted that the tariff re-
laxations under GSP have
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It has been widely accepted that the tariff relaxations under
GSP have a positive impact on the exports of the beneficiary uary 2014 and since then
economies. Not only do the economies gain in terms of
export revenue, but the efficiency gains are also immense
as the relevant industries get economies of scale and start
becoming globally competitive

ECONOMY | FLARE REPORT |
Extension in GSP +
status to give big boost
Pakistan exports to iU

Under the general GSP
arrangement, the EU
grants tariff reduction
for the products covered
by around 66 percent of
tariff lines and originat-
ing from low-income or
the lower-middle income
countries, which do not
benefit from other pref-
erential access to the EU
market. Under the EBA
arrangement, the EU
grants duty-free, quo-
ta-free access to all im-
ported products, except
arms and ammunition,
from countries classified
by the UN as Least Devel-
oped Countries (LDCs).
For countries benefit-
ing from the special incen-
tive arrangement (GSP+),
the EU eliminates tariffs
for products covered es-
sentially by the same tariff
lines.
=t &g Beneficiaries of GSP+
-y Bl are required to implement
i 27 international conven-
tions related to human
rights, labour rights, pro-
tection of the environ-
ment, and good gover-
| nance. Once the status is
awarded, the EU moni-
| tors the beneficiary coun-
1 tries to ensure compliance
- with the international
~ conventions through vis-
its, dialogues, and ex-
- changes of information.
oiil] Subsequently, the Com-
mission publishes a report
every two years to review
the progress made on the
agreement.
Pakistan was awarded
the GSP+ facility in Jan-

has witnessed a rapid rise
in its trade with the EU.
According to a report on
the EU’s assessment of
Pakistan for GSP+, the
EU imports from Pakistan
doubled from €3.6 billion

a positive impact on the
exports of the beneficia-
ry economies. Not only do the economies gain in
terms of export revenue, but the efficiency gains are
also immense as the relevant industries get econo-
mies of scale and start becoming globally compet-
itive. The labour employed in the relevant sectors
also yields gains with the rise in exports. Losing
GSP status and access to the EU countries will
impact Pakistan’s overall trade,especially the tex-
tile-related trade since this it holds a large part in
its export basket to the EU. Without GSP means,
it will make Pakistan’s exports to the EU relatively
costlier. Pakistan’s other major trade partners such
as the United States, China, and United Arab Emir-
ates might be able to absorb some part of the extra
exports from Pakistan but this shift in trade will
take place with the passage time, if and when the
GSP status actually gets terminated.

The EU is a major export destination and a very
important trading partner for Pakistan as it absorbs
nearly 34 percent of the country’s total exports to
the world. Due to the GSP+ facility, nearly 80 per-
cent of Pakistan’s exports enter the EU at a prefer-
ential rate. Around a quarter of the items imported
to the EU from Pakistan are related to the textile
sector. They mainly include bed linen, table linen,
and toilet and kitchen linen. The textile industry
contributes over 60 percent to the country’s exports.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

The Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP)
is an initiative of the developed countries by which
they seek to support developing economies in
achieving sustainable growth through trade. The
goal is to help developing countries implement the
sustainable development agenda to promote values
of human rights, core labour standards, environ-
mental protection, and good governance.

This is linked with the implemen-
tation of certain obligations for
which a two-yearly review is
carried out by the KU. The last
review was successfully
concluded under the present
government in 2020, whereby

GSP Plus was extended till 2022

The EU’s GSP has three arrangements; stan-
dard GSP for low and the lower-middle income
countries, GSP+, and Everything but Arms (EBA).
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to €6.8 billion from the
period of 2008-2018. The
growth of imports further accelerated following the
award of the facility with a 30 percent increase seen
between 2014 and 2016. According to the Pakistan
Business Council’s (PBC) report on ‘Pakistan’s
performance under the EU GSP+ program: 2014
—2019’, “Under GSP+, the EU’s imports from Pa-
kistan have mounted from $7.2 billion in 2013 to
$9.7 billion in 2019- an increase of roughly 34.7
percent.”

A couple of months ago, the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs rubbished speculations made by an
Indian news agency regarding the withdrawal of
Pakistan’s GSP+ status, terming it “fabricated and
a continuation of India’s malicious propaganda
against Pakistan.” In a statement issued on Twitter,
the Ministry wrote that “even after India’s disin-
formation campaign being unearthed globally as a
result of the EU DisinfoLab report, the Indian state
and obliging Indian media remain busy concocting
baseless stories against Pakistan.”

The statement further said that Pakistan and the
EU maintain close high-level engagement through
multiple dialogue mechanisms, and Pakistan re-
mains committed to full implementation of the 27
International Conventions related to the GSP+.

“Pakistan has already successfully completed
three biennial reviews,” the statement concluded. m
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amsung’s entire mobile business seems to be

in a trouble at present and the Korean giant

is looking into the cause of the sharply de-

clining Galaxy S21 sales aggravated by the
supply chain management problems. Maybe Sam-
sung in the first instance will go for adjusting the
prices versus the Chinese-based competition.

The Samsung higher-ups are clearly not pleased
with the performance of the mobile division. We
have seen quite a few reports presenting sharp de-
clines in the Galaxy S21 sales this year, and now,
The Elec informs that the Korean giant is already
in the process of reviewing its mobile division man-
agement. This is not one of those periodic reviews
performed every 4 to 5 years to evaluate the status
of its many business divisions, but rather an emer-
gency review performed without warning which is
more akin to damage control. The review allegedly
began in May to be finalized by the end of August.
Samsung will then decide if the situation calls for
an audit of the entire mobile business.

Sources close to The Elec claim that the need
for the review was triggered not only by the lack-
luster earnings in the first half of 2021 but also by
supply chain management problems. Samsung only
managed to sell 13.5 million Galaxy S21 devices
in 1H21, which is significantly lower compared to
previous models, causing it to likely miss the ini-
tial sales target. The S20 models, for instance, saw
25 million devices sold in the first 6 months, while
models prior to the S10 used to see more than 30
million units sold in the same time period.

Another concerning aspect for the board of re-
viewers is presented by the subpar performance in
the 5G handheld market. Despite being among the
first companies to launch 5G smartphones back in
2019, Samsung has fallen behind three of its rivals.
Strategy Analytics ranks Apple first with 29.8 per-
cent 5G market share, followed by Oppo with 15.8
percent, and Vivo with 14.3 percent, while Sam-
sung controls only 12.5 percent. On top of these
problems, the collaboration with MediaTek is not
on the best of terms. The Taiwanese chip-maker is
supplying SoCs for Samsung’s Galaxy A series and
other mid-tier models but recently notified Sam-
sung that it might not be able to meet all the up-
coming orders.

Some other possible causes for the subpar per-
formance of Samsung’s mobile division could
include the chip shortages that were felt more se-
verely in the first months of 2021, as well as the
unattractive prices that seem inflated compared to
what Chinese-based competitors are offering for the
same or even better quality.

A - g

The global smartphone production dropped 11
percent Q-0-Q and increased 10 percent Y-o-Y to
307 million in Q2 2021, according to TrendForce.

The production of smartphones increased 18
percent in the first half of 2021 to 652 million units.

While fourth-ranked Apple undergoes a tran-
sition period between old and new models, and
Samsung experiences a slight dip in market share,
smartphone brands have improved their respective
product specifications.

Samsung’s smartphone production for the sec-
ond quarter of the year 2021 (2Q21) reached 58.5
million units, representing a 23.5 percent QoQ de-
crease. Since India and Vietnam account for the
majority of its smartphone production capacity,
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Samsung grappling
with fast declining

handheld sales

| I

Samsung’s entire mobile business seems to be in a trouble at
present and the Korean giant is looking into the cause of the
sharply declining Galaxy S21 sales aggravated by the supply
chain management problems. Maybe Samsung in the first
instance will go for adjusting the prices versus the Chinese-

based competition.

the severe COVID-19 outbreaks in both countries
during 2Q21 had a significant impact on produc-
tion volume.

OPPO’s smartphone production fell by 6.6 per-
cent QoQ to 49.5 million units. OPPQO’s production
figure includes devices from sub-brands Realme and
OnePlus. On a YoY basis, OPPO posted a growth
rate of 80 percent.

Xiaomi’s smartphone production also came to
49.5 million units for 2Q21, showing a QoQ drop
of 2 percent. Xiaomi’s production figure includes
devices from sub-brands Redmi, POCO, and Black

Samsung’s smartphone
production for 2Q21 reached
58.5 million units, representing
a 23.5 percent Qo() decrease.
Since India and Vietham
account for the majority of its
smartphone production capacity

Shark. On a YoY basis, Xiaomi posted a growth
rate of almost 70 percent.

Vivo’s smartphone production, which includes
devices from sub-brand iQoo, dropped 8.1 percent
QoQ to 34 million units. Vivo took fifth place in the
quarterly ranking.
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Apple’s iPhone production reached its lowest
point for the year, and its rank fell to fourth place
in 2Q21 because the second quarter is the transition
period between last year’s and this year’s iPhone se-
ries. The quarterly total iPhone production fell by
22.2 percent QoQ to around 42 million units.

The latest report from Gartner said global
smartphone sales to the end users increased 10.8
percent to 328.8 million in the second quarter of
2021.

Samsung has been losing its smartphone mar-
ket share to Chinese brands in various African,
Asian, and European countries. The South Kore-
an firm lost its pole position in Pakistan and India.
The company has now reportedly lost its number
one ranking in four Southeast Asian countries to
another Chinese smartphone brand.

Samsung has been releasing many mid-range
smartphones over the past year, which is expected
to improve the company’s market share. However,
the company is still losing market share to Chinese
brands as rivals offer better specs for a lower price
compared to Galaxy smartphones.

In the US, nine out of ten teens reportedly own
an iPhone, and 90 percent of those users prefer
upgrading to an iPhone. Hence, Samsung is go-
ing out of its way and trying to turn some iPhone
users towards Galaxy smartphones. The company
recently released a web app called iTest that shows
iPhone users a taste of the Galaxy experience. The
website allows users to experience One UI, Sam-
sung’s stock apps, Ul customization, and more. =
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ustodian of
the two holy
mosques King
Salman has is-
sued orders to terminate
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Saudi Arabia takes to

Kingdom by creating job
opportunities for Saudi
men and women.

With regard to in-
creasing workforce par-

the service of Public ticipation and inclu-
Security Director Gen. ar S C r aC O ‘ ‘ 7 n O n siveness, the ministry
Khaled Al-Harbi with his launched the Updated
retirement. Nitagat Program that

The King also direct-
ed that Gen. Al-Harbi
and 18 others who are ac-
cused of corruption, to be
referred to the Oversight
and Anti-Corruption Au-
thority (Nazaha) to com-
plete the investigation
into the charges as well
as to take necessary legal
measures against them,
the Saudi Press Agency
reported. |

The royal decree stat- |
ed that the decision was
based on a report sub-
mitted by the concerned
authority about Gen.
Al-Harbi’s involvement
in many violations with
the aim of taking posses-
sion of public money for
personal benefit.

According to the de-
cree, Gen. Al-Harbi was
accused of committing
a number of crimes, in-
cluding forgery, bribery,
and abuse of power, with
the participation of 18
people from the public
and private sectors.

A total of 282 people
— citizens and expatri-
ates — have been arrest-
ed for their alleged in-
volvement in corruption,
Saudi Arabia’s anti-graft
authority has said.

In a statement, the
Oversight and Anti-Cor-
ruption Authority (Naza-
ha) said that the accused

the ministries of defense,
interior, health, justice,

corrupt people
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The King also directed that Gen. Al-Harbi and 18 others who
are accused of corruption to be referred to the Oversight
and Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha) to complete the

included employees of INVestigation into the charges as well as to take necessary legal proved the Wage Pro-

measures against them

supports job stability for
employees in the private
sector, which is expected
to generate more than
340,000 jobs by 2024.

It also started imple-
menting the decision to
| calculate the minimum
wages in Nitagat Sau-
dization Program and the
special categories with a
ceiling of SR4,000. This
will contribute to en-
hancing productivity per
capita, as it is expected to
have a positive impact on
increasing the attractive-
ness of the private sector
for Saudis.

The ministry ap-
| proved making the pro-
/. vision of insurance man-
/" datory for domestic labor
contracts through issuing
insurance policy for do-
mestic workers who are
hired to work in the King-
dom against the risks of
non-compliance with the
rights and duties either
by the employer or the
domestic worker.

This document also
covers several Dbenefits,
most notably compensa-
tion for the employer to
meet the expenses for hir-
ing an alternative domes-
tic worker and compensa-
tion to the worker in the
event of his permanent or
partial disability.

The ministry ap-
tection Program for do-
mestic workers through

municipal and rural af-
fairs, and housing, envi-
ronment and water, education, human resources,
and social development, hajj and umrah, trans-
port and logistic services and the oversight and
anti-corruption authority.

The charges framed against them included
bribery, abuse of power and office, and forgery.
They were arrested during inspection raids carried
out by the Nazaha teams during the month of Mu-
harram.

The arrest of the suspects was made after car-
rying out investigations into the alleged role of 748
people. Nazaha said that the legal procedures are
being completed prior to referring them to courts.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Human Resources
and Social Development announced that as many
as 51,730 foreign workers and 29,175 establish-
ments have benefited from the ministry’s Labor
Reform Initiative (LRI) during a period of fewer
than six months.

The initiative, which applies to all expatriate
workers in private sector establishments, came
into force on March 14 this year with the aim to
improve the contractual relationship between em-
ployers and employees.

The LRI provides several services, including
job transfer (transfer to another employer), exit/
reentry, and final exit that are available via Ab-
sher and Qiwa platforms. The initiative seeks to
increase the flexibility, effectiveness, and compet-
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itiveness of the labor market in line with the best
international practices.

The ministry has documented 3,610,880 elec-
tronic contracts for about 152,810 establishments
since the launch of the electronic contract docu-
mentation program, which contributed to preserv-
ing the rights of establishments and their employ-
ees, in addition to reducing labor disputes and
issues.

A total of 282 people — citizens
and expatriates — have been
arrested for their alleged
involvement in corruption, Saudi
Arabia’s anti-graft authority
has said

During the first half of 2021, the ministry had
scored many achievements related to its work
strategy and the Kingdom'’s Vision 2030 across its
various sectors.

In the labor sector, the ministry managed to
empower Saudis and achieved the self-employ-
ment target by 140 percent by issuing 8,140 work
documents, which had a positive impact on or-
ganizing and stimulating self-employment in the
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Musaned platform to
monitor the wages dis-
bursement process by obligating the employer to
transfer the wages of domestic workers through
several digital and electronic channels.

It also approved an insurance product related
to the rights and entitlements of workers in private
sector establishments, which aims to guarantee
the rights and entitlements of non-Saudi workers
in private sector establishments in the event of
the failure or inability of their establishments to
pay these rights as per the specific benefits spelled
out in the insurance policy. The state bears all the
costs towards implementing the insurance prod-
uct program. The ministry has activated the Busi-
ness Establishment Support Program through the
Qiwa platform, where more than 53,000 establish-
ments have benefited from it. Under the program,
the process of obtaining work visas takes only less
than a day instead of an average of 9-13 months
in the past.

Also, the ministry has launched a professional
verification program that aims to obligate profes-
sional expatriate workers to obtain a professional
verification certificate by sitting for practical and
theoretical tests within the Kingdom and abroad.

The ministry has added 120 professions that
fall under six new specializations within the
framework of this program, the first phase of
which is being implemented in the current month
of September. m
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he PTI government’s efforts to control

the power theft, line-losses, waiving off

the power units to the employees of Wap-

da and launching austerity campaigns in
government departments appear to have totally
been failed. So in order the generate revenue and
cut down the deficit of Wapda, it had announced
to cut down the subsidy on power use. The mid-
dle-class people have condemned the brutal act of
the government wherein the subsidy would now
be available to consumers of up to 200 units.

The government introduced new slabs for pow-
er consumers while new tariffs which would deal a
severe blow to the power consumers. The proposal
was to reduce electricity subsidies from Rs240 bil-
lion to Rs120 billion by reducing subsidies from
the consumption of up to 300 units to 200 units.

The subsidy to one million lifeline consumers,
who use up to 50 units a month, is zero. However,
Rs 65 billion subsidies are being extended to 18
million consumers using 1-100 units monthly. The
amount of subsidy for 5 million domestic consum-
ers using 101-200 units in a month is Rs 78 billion,
and Rs 59 billion for those who use 201-300 units.

The number of consumers using 301-700 units
is one million, who cross-subsidize other domestic
consumers with Rs 5 billion whereas consumers
using above 700 units months contribute Rs 6 bil-
lion as cross-subsidy.

The projected increase in tariff will be over Rs
5 per unit by 2023 which aims at bringing circular
debt to zero. However, if the government decided
to take account of a portion of the circular debt
raise in tariff will be reviewed.

It is pertinent to mention here that the two in-
ternational financial institutions (IFIs), IMF and
World Bank, have increased pressure on the gov-
ernment to jack up the power tariff at the very out-
set of the next calendar year 2022. And the World
Bank, in a recent interaction with top notches of
the Energy Ministry, has linked its $1 billion credit
loan for energy projects with an increase in power
tariff from January 1, 2022.

In an interaction with the World Bank mis-
sion headed by its vice president for South Asia
Hartwig Schfer on August 4, 2021, the Bank’s
side kept on insisting in the whole discussion as
to whether or not the government will increase
the power tariff from January or February 2022.
The Pakistan side was headed by Energy Minis-
ter Hammad Azhar while SAPM on Power and
Petroleum Tabish Gauhar was also part of talks
apart from secretaries of both power and petro-
leum divisions.

However, the World Bank mission was told,
the official said, that the prime minister was very
sensitive to this issue and he was the final author-
ity to take the decision on it. “The Bank’s officials
were also told that the finance ministry was the
decision-making forum only to the limit of recom-
mending the PM for a hike in tariff,” the official
sources said.

In the current year, the prime minister didn’t
allow the tariff to be increased as he was of the
view that it would increase the financial miseries
of the masses and would cause a political back-
lash for his government. But under the latest sce-
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Power consumers
shocked over the
withdrawn subsidy

The government introduced new slabs for power consumers
while new tariffs which would deal a severe blow to the power
consumers. The proposal was to reduce electricity subsidies
from Rs240 billion to Rs120 billion by slashing subsidies from
the consumption of up to 300 units to 200 units

that due to effective measures by the government,
the growth in circular debt was being curtailed to
a considerable amount, and during FY21, around
Rs130 billion was added to the circular debt,
which was some Rs408 bn lower than in FY20.
The official also argued that the Power Divi-
sion has never been allocated the subsidy on the
actual basis to rein in the circular debt. This time
for the current fiscal 2021-22, the finance ministry
has allocated Rs330 bil-

nario, both the IFIs have

stressed the government to '['he number of consumers using

increase the required pow-

lion against its demand of
Rs501 billion. The timely

er tariff or there will be 3O1-700 units is one million, who release of the subsidy to

no restoration of the IMF
program and no credit
line of $1 billion from the
World Bank for energy
sector projects.

The Pakistan side
briefed the World Bank
about its successes in scal-
ing down the monthly

cross-subsidize other domes-

this effect has also been a
nail-biting problem for the
Power Division. For the

tic consumers with Rs 5 billion  pexe two years, the govern-

whereas consumers using above
700 units months contribute
Rs 6 billion as cross-subsidy

ment has set the target to
reduce the T&D losses by
2.5 percent and improve
the recovery by 5 percent.

However, the Pakistani

flow in the circular debt

in the power sector and committed that the new
leadership at the Energy Ministry will continue to
ensure a further reduction in the monthly flow but
didn’t promise with the World Bank side about the
increase. The energy minister told the delegation
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side this time didn’t com-
mit they will reduce the monthly flow in circular
debt to zero at some point in time in the remaining
two years of the incumbent government. Earlier,
the energy ministry leadership comprising the-
then energy minister Omar Ayub Khan and the-
then SAPM Nadeem Babar used to claim they
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would bring down the monthly flow in circular
debt to zero by December 2020.

Earlier, the tariff was to be increased by Rs4.50
per unit, including the monthly, quarterly, annual
adjustments with rebasing of tariff at Rs3.34 per
unit. Out of the rebased tariff, the government
passed the increase of Rs1.95 per unit on to con-
sumers. The remaining part of the rebased tariff
of Rs1.39 is yet to be passed on, but the govern-
ment in the ongoing calendar year didn’t increase
it as the chief executive of the country didn’t al-
low the authorities to increase the tariff. However,
in the month of September, only 8 paisas will be
increased in tariff. The World Bank told the gov-
ernment that it is left with no option but to hike
the tariff by Rs2.50 to Rs3 per unit in one go or
in a staggered form before the start of the next fi-
nancial year.

Two major opposition parties lashed out at the
government over its plan to meet conditions set by
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) through
the ordinances envisaging a sizeable increase in
electricity tariff.

In a strong-worded statement, the PML-N
spokesperson Marriyum Aurangzeb asked the “se-
lected prime minister and his rented mouthpieces”
to stop telling lies and declare openly they were
“about to drop Rs884 billion electricity bomb” on
the nation. =
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The pavilions of Ignite Pakistan and Punjab Information Technology Board (PI'TB) showcased
the digital achievements of the country at the 2021 China-SCO Forum on the Digital Economy
Industry and the Smart China FExpo 2021

akistan’s digital achievements were ap-
plauded by the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) member states at the
2021 China-SCO Forum on the Digital
Economy Industry and the Smart China Expo
2021 that started in China’s tech hub, Chongging.

The digital achievements, which are showcased
in the Pakistan Pavilion, featured the contributions
of two digital-minded organizations in Pakistan.

The pavilions of Ignite Pakistan and Punjab
Information Technology Board (PITB) showcased
the digital achievements of the country at the 2021
China-SCO Forum on the Digital Economy In-
dustry and the Smart China Expo 2021.

According to China Economic Net, for the Ig-
nite National Technology Fund of Pakistan (Ignite
Pakistan), the pavilion showed how Ignite Paki-
stan contributed to the development of the digital
economy in Pakistan by funding digital-conscious
startups, besides innovative projects, and fostering
innovations.

For the Punjab Information Technology Board
(PITB), the pavilion displayed how the Board
promotes digital applications in areas of public
services, corporate support, youth empowerment
and employment, and digital government manage-
ment. The pavilions also introduced a rich reper-
toire of tourism resources and unique handicrafts
and carpets in Pakistan.

Chinese President Xi Jinping sent a congratu-
latory letter to the China-SCO Forum on the Dig-
ital Economy Industry and the Smart China Expo
2021. The world has entered a period of rapid
growth in the digital economy, wherein new tech-
nologies, business patterns, and platforms, such
as 5@, artificial intelligence and smart cities, have
sprung up in addition to scientific innovation of
great influence, industrial structure adjustment,
and economic and social development across the
globe, Xi said in the letter.

In recent years China has actively promoted
digital industrialization and industrial digitiza-
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tion for the deep integration between digital tech-
nologies and economic, and social development,
he noted. On the occasion of the 20th founding
anniversary of the SCO, China is willing to go
with other SCO member states, carry forward the
Shanghai Spirit and get deeply involved in inter-
national cooperation on the digital economy, Xi
stressed.

Digitization, networking, and intelligence will
step up momentum for economic and social de-
velopment, he said stressing new ground in digital
economic cooperation.

Chinese President Xi Jinping
sent a congratulatory letter to the
China-SCO Forum on the
Digital F.conomy Industry and
the Smart China Expo 2021

On the theme “Promoting the Digital Econo-
my for Common Prosperity,” the three-day Forum
after opening ceremony and core discussions had
the signing ceremony for cooperation in differ-
ent projects, sub-forums, offline exhibitions. The
Forum was mainly designed to build a platform
for industrial development and cooperation in the
digital economy besides promoting international
exchanges and cooperation to achieve mutual ben-
efits.

The Forum was attended by all 18 SCO mem-
ber states, the SCO Secretariat, the SCO Business
Council, and the SCO Youth Council in both on-
line and offline modes.

Pakistan’s digital achievements were applauded
by the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
member states at the 2021 China-SCO Forum on
the Digital Economy Industry and the Smart Chi-
na Expo 2021 that started in China’s tech hub of
Chongqing. The digital achievements, which are
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showcased in the Pakistan Pavilion, feature the
contributions of two digital-minded organizations
in Pakistan.

It is pertaining to mention here that the out-
break of the Corona pandemic at the global level
restricted movement of people and goods and in
turn, compelled companies to instantly delve into
innovative digital solutions by adopting tech-driv-
en business and social practices.

As a result, the world after 2020 has become
more digitally enabled. In a tele-everything world,
people have shifted towards digitization more than
ever, from e-commerce to teleconferencing and
remote working to paperless records, and agree-
ments to digital transactions and payments. It
accelerated the process of global digital transfor-
mation, particularly in the realm of business and
trade, across industries.

As a post-pandemic new normal, Covid-in-
duced digitalized events are expected to continue.
However, in-person communication and physical
activities may resume only to the extent where the
businesses can accrue most benefits such as shar-
ing tacit knowledge or capture social value.

The latest report by UNCTAD on Covid-19
and e-commerce finds that, while global trade in
goods and services declined during the pandemic,
the share of the e-commerce industry in global re-
tail increased up to 17 percent in 2020. This trend
is most likely to continue throughout the recovery
times. The report also suggested that the digitali-
zation of buyers and sellers helped reduce the neg-
ative impacts of lockdown on the economy.

While the e-commerce sector and digital trade
have been dominated by developed countries,
Covid-19 has also steered up the process in de-
veloping countries since last year, particularly in
Asia. For instance, China’s online retail share in-
creased from 19 percent to almost 25 percent. Sim-
ilarly, Thailand witnessed an almost 60 percent in-
crease in downloading of online shopping apps in
just one week during March 2020. =
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rime Minister Imran Khan’s desire he ex-

pressed two years ago to reduce public

debts by half is not going to be met as his

government has taken the lead from all in
obtaining loans. The total debts have increased by
21.7 percent to Rs38.7 trillion during the last two
years with a major rise in domestic debt.

The data released by the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) showed that during the past couple of years,
the government’s domestic and external debts stood
at Rs38.69 trillion at the end of the fiscal FY21
compared to Rs31.78 trillion in FY'19. The debts in
FY20 were Rs35.1 trillion.

The external debts (in terms of rupees) did not
show much difference as they rose to Rs12.42 tril-
lion compared to Rs11.055 trillion in FY'19. Howev-
er, the government’s external debts did not include
loans from the International Monetary Fund and
foreign exchange liabilities.

The central government’s domestic debts went
up by 26.7 percent during the past two years making
it more difficult to bear the enlarging size of debt
servicing which eats up one third of the annual bud-
get of the country.

Comparing the performance of the PTI govern-
ment on the debt accumulation front over the last
two with the preceding democratic governments, it
appears every government had piled up more debts
than the preceding administration. Since 2008, pub-
lic debts have increased by more than six times. In
the same year, when General Pervaiz Musharraf left
the government, total public debt was Rs6.127 tril-
lion. While at the time of his controlling power in
1999, the debt stood at Rs2.94 trillion, depicting an
increase of 108 percent (or Rs3.187 trillion) in his
nine-year tenure.

At the completion of five-year term of the PPP
government in 2013, public debt stood rose to
Rs14.29 trillion, which was an addition of Rs8.16
trillion (or 133.2 percent) to the country’s total pub-
lic debt.

After that, Nawaz Sharif’s government in his
five-year tenure further piled up the debts of Rs10.66
trillion on the nation and jacked it up to Rs24.95 tril-
lion. Imran Khan’s government has added up to Rs.
13 trillion to the debts in less than three years.

Gross external loan disbursements were record-
ed at $7.724 billion during the first nine months of
2020-21. Disbursements from multilateral sources
amounted $3.397 billion and accounted for 44 per-
cent of the total disbursements. The main contribu-
tors were Asian Development Bank (ADB), World
Bank, and the IMF.

The disbursements from the IMF were part of
the ongoing EFF Programme while inflows from
ADB and World Bank were targeted towards ener-
gy, finance, and infrastructure development as well
as to address the pandemic repercussions. Bilateral
sources contributed $1.207 billion or 16 percent in
total disbursements. Out of this, SAFE Deposits
from China amounted to $1.0 billion; and commer-
cial loans contributed $3.120 billion or 40 percent in
total disbursements. These commercial loans were
mostly obtained to refinance the existing maturities
while incremental flows
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Govt internal and
external debts reach
Rs 38.7tr in two years
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The central government’'s domestic debts went up by 26.7
percent during the past two years making it more difficult to
bear the enlarging volume of debt servicing which consumes
one-third of the annual budget of the country

is primarily due to the DSSI initiative and no repay-
ment of Eurobonds/Sukuks during the current fis-
cal year. Interest payments were recorded at $1,080
million during the first nine months of the last fiscal
year as compared to $1,580 million during the same
period of the preceding year. The factors which
reduced the external interest servicing during the
ongoing fiscal year were

were for the balance of
payments support.

On public debt servic-
ing (paying interest and

Comparing the performance (1) significant reduction in

global interest rates due to

of the PTI government on the  the pandemic which led to

lower interest payments on

principal amount) govern-clebt accumulation front over the goaing rate external deb;

ment spent Rs2.104 trillion
during the first nine months
of the last fiscal year
against the annual bud-
geted estimate of Rs2.946
trillion. Domestic interest

Rs1.934 trillion that consti-
tuted around 92 percent of

last two years with the preced-
ing democratic governments, it
appears every government had
payments were recorded at ~ piled up more debts than the
preceding administration

and (i) interest servicing
deferment under the G-20
Debt Service Suspension
Initiative (DSSI).

Pakistan is availing
DSSI for a period of 20
months (May 2020- De-
cember 2021) which will
help defer the debt servic-

total debt servicing due to a
higher volume of domestic debts in the total public
debt portfolio.

External public debt repayments were recorded
at $5,147 million during the first nine months of the
fiscal year compared to $5,537 million during the
same period last year. This reduction in repayments
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ing impact to the tune of
around $3.7 billion during this period.

Meanwhile, the PPP Parliamentary Leader in
the Senate, Sherry Rehman has said that economic
indicators depict failure of governance.

“On one hand the government is painting a rosy
picture of its performance, but on the other, we have
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figures from the World Bank which state that from
May 2020 to May 2021, food prices increased by
14.8 percent in Pakistan. It comes as no surprise
that around 68percent of our population is unable
to afford a healthy diet,” she said while talking to
reporters.

Ms. Rehman said it was shocking that food infla-
tion had almost doubled, from 5.5percent in 2018 to
10.48percent in 2021. “Our inflation rate is current-
ly averaging at almost 11percent, which is higher
than both India and Bangladesh. It is shocking that
our economic growth rate has decreased by 29.3per-
cent,” she added.

The PPP leader said the unemployment rate had
jumped from 6.2pecent to 15pecent. In 2020, over
two million people were unemployed, which was
almost a quarter of the one crore of jobs that the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-i-Insaf had promised. “The income
earned by over 6.7 million Pakistanis has declined
in the last two years. Poverty has increased to 40pc
and over 2m people have fallen below the poverty
line,” she said.

“In the last three years, our public debt has in-
creased to Rs38.006 trillion. This is an increase
of 52.3percent which is double of what PPP took
and more than half of the PML-N’s share. While
the PTI was busy celebrating over not taking a loan
from the State Bank in a year, the circular debt dou-
bled to Rs2.28tr,” she added. m
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*" Huawei to help Pakistan

develop world’s largest
riverfront smart city

PP e

Brvige

f

To develop the world’s largest riverfront safe/smart city, the
partnerswillworktogetheronthekeyprojectsknownas“Smart
Forests and others under River Ravi Urban Development
Authority (RUDA)” in Pakistan, where RUDA Pakistan is the

developer and Huawei is the leading technology partner

uawei Pakistan and Ravi Urban De-

velopment Authority (RUDA) have

signed a memorandum of understand-

ing (MoU) to join hands to revive the
dying Ravi River into a lively smart green city
equipped with every modern-day smart city tech-
nology. The memorandum reaffirms an existing
one-year healthy relationship between Pakistan
and China in this unique area.

The MoU signing ceremony was attended by
Prime Minister Imran Khan, Punjab Chief Min-
ister Usman Buzdar, CEO RUDA Imran Amin,
Huawei Pakistan CEO, Mark Meng, Huawei Paki-
stan Dy CEO, Ahmed Bilal Masud, Huawei UAE
Senior VP SafderNazir, Huawei Pakistan Lahore
MD, Li Wen, along with other respective members
from both organizations.

Prime Minister Imran Khan appreciated
RUDA and the support provided by Huawei to
build a new ‘Safe and Smart River Forest City’
and looking forward to bring this initiative all over
Pakistan.

To develop the world’s largest riverfront safe/
smart city, the partners will work together on the
key projects known as “Smart Forests and others
under River Ravi Urban Development Authority
(RUDA)” in Pakistan, where RUDA Pakistan is
the developer and Huawei is the leading technol-
ogy partner. The parties will cooperate on smart
forests development across design and construc-
tion execution phases by the latest technologies
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such as IoT, cloud computing, big data, ai, data
center network, storage, and servers, data center
facility, intelligent security surveillance system, so-
lar energy, etc.

Prime Minister Imran Khan inaugurated the
first smart forest at the RakhJhok Forest in the out-
skirts of Lahore in District Sheikhupura, famous
for HiranMinar (Deer Tower) built by Mughal
Emperor Jahangir to memorize his pet antelope.

It is the natural beauty and glory of Lahore
and its surroundings the administrators aim to re-
store with the smart forest that will be equipped
with sensor technology and surveillance systems.
The goal is “to protect and create urban forests”
and restore waterways to make our cities healthier,
prosperous, and more liveable, PM Khan said.

At least 10 million trees will be planted in the
forest area spread over 24,000 kanals (3071 acres)
of land. Ravi Urban Development Authority
(RUDA) is spearheading the project in collabora-
tion with China’s Huawei and Sapphire Bay con-
sortium. The total cost of the project is about Rs
three billion.

Imran Amin CEO of RUDA said that it is the
first time that technology is being used in Pakistan
to monitor and protect forests. “The digital system
includes sensors to monitor tree growth, soil and
water while the noise sensor will help detect the
sound of chainsaw, vehicles that will alert and pre-
vent the Forest from illegal logging and poachers”
Amin shared.
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Some of the major features of the Forest will
be botanical gardens, bird and turtle sanctuaries,
agri-farms, lakes, orchards, and eco-tourism parks.
Nearly 30,000 trees have already been planted
with average plantations of 3,000 daily. The proj-
ect is expected to be completed within a year.

The key partner for the project is Huawei which
has helped 22 protected areas in 18 countries con-
serve biodiversity and natural resources, protect
habitat, and monitor endangered species more
efficiently using its digital technologies. Huawei'‘s
cloud Al is also utilized by California-based Rain-
forest Connection to protect and monitor forests
in Latin America.

“Forests play a critical role in mitigating ad-
verse effects of climate change,” Imran Khan said,
lamenting that our forests are being degraded at
alarming rates. Khan has launched several eco-
logical protection and restoration projects under
his government’s initiative to plant 10 billion trees
across the country.

The parties will cooperate on
smart forests development
across design and construction
execution phases by the latest
technologies such as loT, cloud
computing, big data, ai, data
center network, storage and
servers, data center facility,
intelligent security surveillance
system, solar energy, etc

Minister of State for Information and Broad-
casting Furrukh Habib said the first-ever smart
forest, was a crucial milestone in dealing with the
menace of climate change in the country.

Through his tweeter handle, Farrukh Habib
said the RakhJhok Forest was a part of the Ravi
Riverfront City and taken in line with PM’s vi-
sion for Clean and Green Pakistan. The minister
said under the initiative, ten million trees would
be planted on 24,000 kanals of land, while Hua-
wei’s modern technology and sensors would also
be installed to monitor the forest, which would
eventually help in biodiversity conservation and
enhancing forestation in the country.

In August 2020, PM Khan had inaugurated the
Ravi City mega-project, which has been conceived
as the second-largest planned city in Pakistan,
after Islamabad. The proposed city will be devel-
oped on the bank of River Ravi.

The project is aimed at rehabilitating the city
of Lahore, meeting the needs of the growing pop-
ulation, reducing water scarcity, and boosting eco-
nomic activities throughout the province, includ-
ing Lahore. m
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New variant
‘Mu’ shows signs of
vaccine resistance
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The Mu variant was first identified in Colombia in January
2021. Since then, sporadic cases and some larger outbreaks
have been recorded around the world. Beyond South America,
cases have been reported in the UK, Furope, the US, and Hong
Kong. While the variant makes up less than 0.1 percent of Covid
infections globally, it may be gaining ground in Colombia and
F.cuador where it accounts for 39 percent and 13 percent of

Covid cases respectively

he World Health Organization (WHO)
has added another version of coronavirus
to its list of “variants of interest” amid
concerns that it may partially evade the
immunity people have developed from past infec-
tion or vaccination. The Mu variant, also known as
B.1.621, was added to the WHQ'’s watchlist after it
was detected in 39 countries and found to possess a
cluster of mutations that may make it less suscepti-
ble to the immune protection many have acquired.
According to the WHO’s weekly bulletin on
the pandemic, the Mu variant “has a constellation
of mutations that indicate potential properties of
immune escape.” Preliminary data suggests it may
evade immune defences in a similar way to the Beta
variant first discovered in South Africa, the report
adds, but this needs to be confirmed by further work.
The Mu variant was first identified in Colom-
bia in January 2021. Since then, sporadic cases and
some larger outbreaks have been recorded around
the world. Beyond South America, cases have been
reported in the UK, Europe, the US, and Hong
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Kong. While the variant makes up less than 0.1 per-
cent of Covid infections globally, it may be gaining
ground in Colombia and Ecuador where it accounts
for 39 percent and 13 percent of Covid cases respec-
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detected in the UK, where the pattern of infections
suggests it was brought in by the travellers on mul-
tiple occasions. A report by Public Health England
(PHE) in July said most were found in London and
in people in their 20s. Some of those testing positive
for Mu had received one or two doses of the Covid
vaccine. The Mu variant was added to PHE’s list of
variants under investigation in July. The designa-
tion, which refers to Mu as VUI-21JUL-01, means
the variant will be monitored to see how it behaves.
So far, it has not raised alarm as much as Alpha and
Delta, which are classified as more serious variants
of concern, largely because of their increased trans-
missibility but also concerns about evading immune
defences. A risk assessment of the Mu variant re-
leased by PHE in August highlighted laboratory
work that suggests the variant is at least as resistant
as the Beta variant to immunity arising from vacci-
nation. But more evidence is needed from other lab-
oratory studies and real-world cases of the variant.
How much of a threat the variant poses is highly un-
certain and depends on whether cases grow substan-
tially in the weeks and months ahead, particularly
in the presence of the fast-spreading Delta variant.

“At present, there is no evidence that VUI-
21JUL-01 is outcompeting the Delta variant and it
appears unlikely that it is more transmissible,” the
report states, though it goes on to warn: “Immune
escape may contribute to future changes in growth.”

Part of the concern about Mu comes from the
particular mutations it carries. One genetic change,
the P681H mutation, is found in the Alpha variant
first detected in Kent and has been linked to the fast
transmission. Other mutations, including E484K
and K417N, may help the virus evade immunity de-
fences, which could give the variant an advantage
over Delta as immunity rises into the autumn.

There is widespread concern over the emer-
gence of new virus mutations as infection rates are
ticking up globally again, with the highly transmis-
sible Delta variant taking hold -- especially among
the unvaccinated -- and in regions where anti-virus
measures have been relaxed.

All viruses, including SARS-CoV-2 that causes
Covid-19, mutate over time and most mutations
have little or no effect on the properties of the virus.
But certain mutations can impact the properties of
a virus and influence how easily it spreads, the se-
verity of the disease it causes, and its resistance to
vaccines, drugs, and other countermeasures. The
WHO currently identifies four Covid-19 variants
of concern, including Alpha, which is present in
193 countries, and Delta, present in 170 countries.
Five variants, including Mu, are to be monitored.
After being detected in Colombia, Mu has since
been reported in other South American countries
and in Europe.

The WHO said its global prevalence has de-
clined to below 0.1 percent among sequenced cas-
es. In Colombia, however, it is at 39 percent.

The new strain has been named Mu after Beta
in 141, Gamma in 91, and Delta in 170 countries,
while Mu is the fifth variant of interest.

A new Covid variant is being investigated in
the UK, US and Japan, and many other countries.
It is expected and natural that viruses will mutate
over time. It is the reason flu shots are changed on
a yearly basis. The virus that causes Covid-19 is no
exception and many different versions have been

detected that differ
from the first one
identified in China.
While many muta-
tions do not change
the virus’ behaviour,

tively.
Scientists —and  There js widespread concern over the
public health offi-
cials are partici-  emergence of new virus mutations as
larly eager to know . . Lo
whether the Mu infection rates are ticking up globally
variant iS more . . . . .
ransmissible,  or @gain, with the highly transmissible Delta some can and do,
causes more seri-

ous disease than the
Delta variant that is
dominant in much
of the world. “The

variant taking hold -- especially among
the unvaccinated -- and in regions where
anti-virus measures have been relaxed

which is how more
infectious, more
lethal, or more vac-
cine-resistant  vari-
ants emerge. The
dominant  viruses

epidemiology of the
Mu variant in South America, particularly with the
co-circulation of the Delta variant, will be moni-
tored for changes,” the WHO bulletin states.
Dozens of cases of the Mu variant have been
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in circulation today
differ from that first detected in Wuhan, with suc-
cessive iterations of more infectious variants taking
over. m
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5 Pakistan to lag behind

in smartphone usage,

roll out

The Mobile Economy
Asia
Pacific

-

In the lst of seleéted 12

ey countries, Paki

2\ o : . %
stan was close to

the tail end, just above Bangladesh and it has been projected
that these two countries will not reach the 80 percent
benchmark. Up to 74pc of Pakistanis will use smartphones
in the next four years up from Slpe, while smartphone users
in Bangladesh are likely to be 62pc against 4lpc in 2020

he GSMA that represents the interests

of more than 750 mobile operators

worldwide, has projected that Pakistan

will be at the lowest end in terms of
smartphone users as well the 5G coverage among
the selected countries of the Asia Pacific region
by 2025. The GSMA report titled “The Mobile
Economy Asia Pacific 2021’ has highlighted the
5@ status in the region.

However, Minister for Information Technolo-
gy and Telecommunication Syed Aminul Haque
said the key initiatives have been taken that will
help the country surpass the projections made by
the GSMA. He announced that the 5G service
would be launched by next December.

There are 169 million mobile phone users in
the country with 85 million subscribed to 3G/4G
services, according to the Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority. 5G connectivity could spell
greater success for Pakistan’s telecoms sector.

The report highlighted that South Korea was
the first country to roll out 5G in 2018, followed
by Australia, Maldives, and New Zealand in
2019.

The 5G rollout in 2020 was by Guam, Japan,
Laos, Northern Mariana Islands, Philippines,
Singapore, and Thailand, whereas Indonesia,
Vietnam, and Malaysia achieved it in 2021.

In the second wave Brunei Darussalam, India
and Cambodia are set for 5G rollouts in 2022,
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whereas Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Samoa are
set to launch 5G in 2023.

The report added over 80 percent of connec-
tions in the Asia Pacific will be smartphones by
2025 up from 68pc in 2020.

But among the list of selected 12 key coun-
tries, Pakistan was close to the tail end, just above
Bangladesh and it has been projected that these
two countries will not reach the 80pc benchmark.

The report added that up to 74percent of Paki-
stanis will use smartphones in the next four years
up from 51pc, while smartphone users in Bangla-
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growth of the online economy.

Responding to the query over low growth pro-
jections, the IT minister said the estimates in the
GSMA report have been made on the basis of
ground realities in 2020.

“However, the results will be different in
coming 18 months mainly because of three fac-
tors which include IT and telecom infrastructure
development under the Universal Service Fund
(USF) projects and the outcome of upcoming
spectrum auction which will expand IT and tele-
com services to a large un-served population,”
Mr. Haq said.

GSMA has added that markets with high-
er tax uncertainty score lower on infrastructure
provision while a fair and balanced approach be-
tween collecting revenues through taxes and fees
has the potential to create favourable conditions
for investment and improve affordability.

The minister added that the third factor was
the local manufacturing of smartphones, which
will ensure the availability of cheap mobile sets,
eventually increasing penetration significantly.

The GSMA too has acknowledged the efforts
of Pakistan regarding the spread of IT and tele-
com services across the country.

“This is reflected by decisions in 2021 to ini-
tiate mobile-sector tax reforms and introduce
right-of-way policies for infrastructure deploy-
ments,” the report notes, adding that the GSMA
will also collaborate with the USF to reduce the
digital divide and usage gap.

The GSMA has lauded the USF, highlight-
ing that it played an important role in expanding
network coverage in remote areas of Pakistan in-
cluding mountainous terrains and sparsely popu-
lated areas, by awarding contracts worth around
Rs85 billion during the last decade.

The GSMA report has also projected that by
2023 the economic contribution of the mobile
industry in Pakistan could reach $24 billion, ac-
counting for 6.6pc of GDP.

The GSMA has said these efforts will help
strengthen Pakistan’s economy and contribute to
the realization of the 9th Sustain Development
Goal of building resilient infrastructure, promote
sustainable industrialization, and foster innova-
tion.

“Efficient and affordable ICT infrastructure
and services allow citizens to participate in the
digital economy, with significant impact in the ar-
eas of financial inclusion, poverty reduction, and
improved health,” the report concluded.

On the other hand, information and commu-
nications technology expert Parvez Iftikhar, com-
menting on the IT minister’s statement, said the
government can surely achieve its goal of launch-
ing 5G by December 2022, but for that, a lot of
work needs to be done.

“There are nearly one and half years to go,
but a lot of work needs to be done,” he said. “As
always, the initial launch of the technology will
be in commercial areas of the mega cities, from
where it will expand to the rest of the country.”

To a question regarding 3G and 4G services,
the expert said that 3G is a thing of the past.
“The 4G technology has enabled many new ser-
vices which help the people work from home,
hold meetings on apps

desh are likely to be 62pc
against 41pc in 2020.
At the same time by

42pc of the population
in Pakistan will be broad-
band users compared to
27pc in 2020, whereas
10pc will be under tele-
com coverage.

The 5G rollout in 2020 was by
the end of 2025, around Guam, Japan, Laos, Northern
Mariana Islands, Philippines,
Singapore, and Thailand,
whereas Indonesia, Vietham,

like Zoom, and go live
on social media,” he said.
“Before 4G, people could
not foresee how the new
technology would bene-
fit them. The same is the
case with 5G.”

He said the govern-
ment has to first increase

The GSMA has saidand Malaysia achieved it in 202]4G subscriptions in the

country to achieve a

that Pakistan’s mobile
market has significant potential, but current
levels of mobile internet adoption, smartphone
take-up, and usage of digital services lag behind
those of other countries in the region.

Certain policy decisions may have hindered
Pakistan’s digital development and hampered the
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smooth introduction of 5G. “They have to facil-
itate a massive increase of 4G subscriptions,” If-
tikhar said. “This can be done if the government
facilitates the private sector in enhancing pene-
tration of optical-fibre cables, while at the same
time increasing the available m
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- TEGNO POVA 2 - Powered to Win

with a 7000mAh massive battery

LEVEL UP. UNLEASH THE BERAST.

To meet this rising demand, the leading smartphone brand, TECNO launched its new gaming
smartphone — POVA 2. The phone is equipped with the biggest 7000mAh battery for the first
time in Pakistan and is surely Powered to Win!

n this constantly changing technological
world, battery life has become an import-
ant contributing factor to consider while
purchasing a new smartphone. With the in-
crease in smartphone usage, a long-lasting battery
has become crucial, and adding heavy gaming to
everyday browsing, the need only increases.

To meet this rising demand, the leading smart-
phone brand, TECNO launched its new gaming
smartphone — POVA 2. The phone is equipped
with the biggest 7000mAh battery for the first
time in Pakistan and is surely Powered to Win!

POVA 2’s impressive 7000mAh battery is
paired with an 18W Dual IC charger. This dual
IC will help your charge your phone in a flash
on the go. This will allow you to be able to play
heavy games like PUBG, Fortnight, etc. without
any restrictions. Not only this, with the phone’s
astounding battery life and flash charge, you can

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

binge-watch your favorite shows all day long with-
out worrying about draining your battery.

LEVEL UP. UNLERSH THE BERST.

7000 . i

Apart from this, POVA 2 features a powerful
MediaTek Helio G85 Gaming Processor, 6GB

The phone launched in the
offline market on September
15, 2021, and was an instant hit.
Farlier, the phone was up for
pre-booking from September 7
till September 14, 2021, live on
Daraz

RAM and 128GB ROM, a 48MP Triple back
camera setup, and an 8MP front camera. Known
for its gaming expertise, TECNO brings POVA

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

2 with exceptional gaming features such as the
Magic button, Game Voice Changer, ET Game
Engine, and much more. As gamers have almost
entirely replaced handheld consoles with their re-

liable smartphones, POVA 2 comes as their favor-
ite new partner.

With these amazing features and the combina-
tion of a 7000mAh battery with the 18W dual IC
charger, POVA 2 is surely a killer phone and per-
fect for unlimited gaming. The phone launched
in the offline market on September 15, 2021, and
was an instant hit. Earlier, the phone was up for
pre-booking from September 7 till September 14,
2021, live on Daraz.

If you haven’t bought your latest stylish new
POVA 2 yet, you can hurry to your nearest stores
or buy online for only PKR 28,999. SO what are
you waiting for? Buy POVA 2 and be “Powered
to Win”! m

| AUGUST 15 - SEPTEMBER 15, 2021



NOIVAWVHO-VNVEHN 1v SIONITH 40 Auisyannn [ 4

© B2 @ #& »dwnijjisuoo S30IAY¥3S ONITTISNNOD LNIANLS & 7 WHOZH\HJ: H

AL NS 3N LN D
R

AHOA

ANNgITAdIN e,

% VNVLN
“S|[1S 81| 81_AI}ND 0} 'S)S9) pasIpiepurlS ‘ 0N
S8I1IAI10R 3peW-lo|ie] JUBA3|31 104 UoeIedald \—: I09T10D HLIWS A.O’ mznmm<&m

‘sanljige "9h8)|00 10} ALISYTAINN

A Aessa anoaduwl BulyuIy) |BO}1IO 81B3|NJUI . . < Duﬁwwﬁou StodT

01 sdoysyom BunIp 01 S1s!| Buipeal paieln)d p

%@ﬂvﬁwm ODVIIHD ¢

40 ALISYTAINN dHL EEE

LADILODANNOD, ddO4LAVH

o o i o
m m - J < : h u < | .-WOzOU %HHQH.H.H WM\NMOA D>Z E ALISYIAINQ o-@wwv-on
R A K ER-K >
WV3da

\

TOOIN & %@@ "} ooTuaLvMm

40 ALISY3IAINN

o531y Jo

........ A MY B 6 R 4941100

ZODZO._ J1VS LADILLOANNOD
ALISYIAINN >._._U

ISIAUIV/ S




ayuaans-« AJANVHI 30 HIYYD

Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

* Capture your

memorable night
experiences with vivo's

V21 series

This time, the V21 series comes with two smartphones equally
astonishing and unique, designed to cater to the needs of a
diverse audience. V21 is widely known for providing consumers
with fashion-forward, high-performance, and camera-focused
devices while, V2Ie is youthful, vibrant, and dynamic in nature.

he recently launched vivo V21 series is

the latest addition to vivo’s longstanding

V-series smartphones and has been appre-

ciated extensively. The night-selfie-centric
V21 series is introduced as part of its premium and
high-end V series portfolio that is widely known for
redefining selfies.

This time, the V21 series comes with two smart-
phones equally astonishing and unique, designed to
cater to the needs of a diverse audience. V21 is wide-
ly known for providing consumers with fashion-for-
ward, high-performance, and camera-focused devic-
es while, V21e is youthful, vibrant, and dynamic in
nature.

The advanced industrial design and innova-
tive features across the board make the V21 series
unique, both in terms of functionality and design,
delivering a superior mobile experience where tech-
nology meets style. The smartphones present an in-
dustry-leading night selfie camera system along with
powerful performance to provide an immersive expe-
rience for its customers.

Here are 5 ways to make your Night Experience
worth cherishing with vivo’s V21 Series and capture
amazing memories:

V21 has an extremely powerful 44MP OIS Night
Selfie System with advanced and diverse features
to solve the pain points of night photography. It in-
cludes a 44MP OIS Super Night selfie, Dual Selfie
Spotlight, and AI Night Portrait with AI Night algo-
rithm for an ultimate night selfie experience.

1. 44MP OIS Super Night Selfie: It is an ex-
traordinary feature as it comes with OIS support.
The camera can considerably extend the exposure
time in night scenes, thus increasing the amount of
light intake and reducing noise, making night-time
selfies cleaner and brighter even in an extremely dark
environment. It allows the users to take well-com-
posed night shots without the stress of blurry images
and empowers them to be the ‘light in the night’.

2. Selfie Spotlight: vivo has innovatively added
two OLED spotlights under the front panel, which
can be turned on when taking photos and recording

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

videos. Simulating professional photography studio
lighting, the camera produces ultra-clear selfies even

Light for even brighter and more vibrant selfies, even
in the darkest of environments.

3. AI Night Portrait: The AI Night feature is
definitely one of the key features to look forward to.

4
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It helps in increasing exposure levels and improves
night scene imaging effects through a multi-frame
noise reduction algorithm. It also uses Al algorithms

to intelligently fix details of portrait features in ex-
tremely dark environments through Al brightening
and Al noise reduction. In situations without ample
lighting, such as rainy nights, outdoor nights without
stars or rooms with no lights on at night, our self-
ies often come out dark and grainy. The Night selfie
camera works like magic and brightens your photos
evenly, removing grains for a sharp and HD image.
V21 is here to help you capture the perfect night self-
ies that you have always wanted.

4. 64 MP OIS Night Camera: The rear camera
has 64MP OIS Night Camera and is powered with
the Micro-Electro-Mechanical System (MEMS)
to ensure that there are fewer shakes and with the
EIS algorithm, V21 enables ultra-clear and stable
video recording. It works wonders in recording vid-
eos during walking/running to avoid blurring, thus
delivering an ultra-clear and stable video recording
experience. In addition to this, V21 also supports si-
multaneous video recording by front and rear camer-
as to record all your precious moment of lives. Other
OIS-supported features that enhance the photogra-

= por

phy experience at night are: OIS Super Night Mode,
OIS Ultra Stable video, Double exposure, and Super
Wide-Angle +Super Macro for the perfect night self-
ie experience. Let’s talk about another stellar smart-
phone V21e in the V21 series

vivo V21e comes with a camera system that goes
beyond just meeting consumer expectations. With
intelligently crafted features that deliver high-quali-
ty images consistently, it makes photography a truly
enjoyable activity.

The V21e features a 44MP Eye Autofocus in the
Front Camera that combines Al Night Portrait for
an immersive photography and videography experi-
ence designed to enhance everyday life.

The alluring 64MP Night camera provides excep-
tional image quality, with the support of a set of sec-
ondary cameras to respectively handle macro pho-
tography, along with wide-angle and more complex
shots. Combined with Super Night Mode, Stylish
Night Filter, Ultra Stable Video, the rear camera also
delivers a quality photography experience.

¥

What are you waiting for? Capture every mo-
ment of your life with the vivo V21 series and get a
bundle of memories that will last a lifetime and be
the light at night! m
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Jazz conferred with the Shaukat Khanum Cor-
porate Social Responsibility Award 2020

Islamabad: In recognition
of its sustainability initiatives,
Shaukat Khanum Memorial
Cancer Hospital & Research
Center (SKMCH&RC) has
awarded Jazz the Shaukat
Khanum Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility Award 2020.

Tariq Azam, Director Mar-
keting — SKMCH&RC, con-
gratulated Jazz on receiving the
award and acknowledged their
invaluable support. He said,
“During the pandemic the
process of patient care changed
dramatically, increasing costs
substantially. In such challeng-
ing circumstances, Jazz stood
by us. We would like to espe-
cially acknowledge Jazz for
their generous contribution last
year in our fight against
COVID-19 and for helping us
in spreading cancer awareness.
We hope they continue sup-
porting our cause in the years

to come.”
“We extended our full sup-
port to various organizations to

frontline healthcare workers.
Jazz commends the work
SKMCH is doing in combat-

Regulatory Affairs Officer —
Jazz.
Last year, Jazz announced

play our part in limiting the
devastating impact the pan-
demic had on the vulnerable
communities, including the

ting the pandemic and in areas
of cancer treatment and re-
search,” said Syed Fakhar
Ahmed, Chief Corporate &

PKR 1.2 billion COVID-19 re-
lief support, which included
short to mid-term initiatives to
limit the negative impact of the

pandemic, primarily for the
most vulnerable communities.
This also included a PKR 8
million funding to
SKMCH&RC  for 1,000
COVID-19 tests, which were
utilized to diagnose the under-
privileged. Jazz also carried out
a cancer awareness and fund-
raising campaign via its social
media assets and mass SMS to
support the Shaukat Khanum
Memorial Trust (SKMT) in
raising donations.

This is the 8th Shaukat
Khanum Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility Award that the mo-
bile operator has received. In
the last four years, Jazz has
contributed significantly to-
wards sustainable initiatives
that empower the youth
through technology and phi-
lanthropy in the areas of natu-

Jazz Business partners with Dell Technologies

Islamabad: Syed Al
Naseer, Chief Business Offi-
cer, Jazz (right) signing an
agreement with Naveed Khan,
Director and GM Data Center
Solutions, Dell Technologies
for the provision of Dell Tech-
nologies hardware for Jazz
Cloud solutions.

Business

ral  disaster relief and
healthcare.m
This development will

allow Jazz Business customers
to purchase state-of-the-art
cloud-ready infrastructure on a
flexible subscription model.
With 360-degree ICT Solu-
tions covering Mobility, M2M,
and Cloud services, Jazz Busi-
ness is a 'One Window' Solu-
tions provider to fully
customizable B2B services. It
is currently serving over
25,000 companies with smart

PTCL signs MoU with The C

ing premium ICT services

ity Schol or provid-

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunications
Company Limited
(PTCL), signs a Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with The City
School to offer premium
ICT services including
telephone and high-speed
internet to the students,
alumni and staff mem-
bers of the institution.

PTCL will offer ex-
clusive discounted pack-
ages with unlimited data
to facilitate effective
teaching and learning at
one of the leading educa-
tional institutions of the
country.

Nauman  Durrani,
Executive Vice President

(EVP) Sales, PTCL and
Raza Hasnain, Regional
Director North Region -

The City School, signed
the MoU in presence of
Aasif Inam, Executive
Vice President (EVP)

Business Operations

North Zone, PTCL and

other senior officials from

both sides during a sign-

ing ceremony organized
at PTCL Zonal Office
North in Islamabad.

On the occasion,
Nauman Durrani, Exec-

utive Vice President
(EVP) Sales, PTCL, said,
“We are glad to partner

- ptel

with The City School and
contribute to the educa-
tion sector by providing
students and staff mem-
bers with discounted

packages to enjoy seam-
less ICT service. With
this collaboration, PTCL
strives to provide cost-ef-
fective connectivity solu-
tions equipped with the
latest ICT services that
will empower students to
focus on nurturing their
ideas and execute them
for a better future of Pak-
istan. Through such part-
nerships, we endeavor to
further strengthen educa-
tional institutions across
Pakistan that play a piv-
otal role in grooming of
the students for nation-
building.”

Raza Hasnain, Re-
gional Director North
Region - The City

School, said “We are de-
lighted at this partnership
with PTCL that will en-
able our education sys-
tem to efficiently serve all
stakeholders with access
to quality ICT services.
With advancement in
technology, better con-
nectivity has most cer-
tainly become a
prerequisite for academic
excellence. Tapping into
PTCL’s vast infrastruc-
ture and expertise, it will
certainly support our in-
creasing demand for in-
ternet and telecom
services that would most
certainly benefit our stu-
dents and teachers in a
multifaceted way.”m
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PTCL Group joins hands with NOWPDP for Justuju
Internship Program for Persons with Disabilities

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited (PTCL) and Ufone
has signed an MoU to launch
2nd batch of Justuju Intern-
ship Program in collaboration
with Network of Organiza-
tions Working with Persons
with Disabilities Pakistan
(NOWPDP).

Justuju includes a struc-
tured professional develop-
ment plan for PWDs, focusing
on training and enabling them
to be part of the country’s
mainstream SOCio-economic
system. PTCL Group will in-
duct 20 interns, as identified,
and recommended by NOW-
PDP for internship at PTCL
and Ufone offices in Islam-
abad, Lahore and Karachi.

Group Chief Human Re-
source Officer, PTCL& Ufone,
Syed Mazhar Hussain and Ex-
ecutive Director, NOWPDP,
Omair Ahmed, signed the
MoU in Islamabad at PTCL
HQfor building capacity, sensi-
tizing employees, and creating
employment opportunities for
the PWDs due to be inducted
under the program.

Sharing his thoughts at the

MoU signing ceremony, Syed
Mazhar Hussain, Group Chief
Human Resource Officer,

PTCL& Ufone said, “We are
glad to partner with NOW-
PDP for Justuju Internship
Program through which PTCL
Group endeavours to enable

Also speaking at the occa-
sion, Omair Ahmed, Executive
Director, NOWPDP, said,
“We are glad to join hands
with PTCL and Ufone to en-
able and empower Persons
With Disabilities through spe-
cial training in digital technol-

optel ufone D

PWDs in honing their skills so
that they can be well-equipped
for today’s competitive work
environment. PTCL and
Ufone being national organi-
zations, endorse and practice
inclusivity, where everyone can
contribute towards business
growth and the country’s econ-
omy.”

ogy. We strongly believe in the
strength and ability of these
people to make a difference for
themselves and the society. We
are glad that our collaboration
with PTCL and Ufone will
provide them the support and
encouragement they need to
rewrite their destiny. We are
eager to carry forward this col-

laboration to make a signifi-
cant impact for this marginal-
ized social group.”

The participants of Justuju
program will work alongside
PTCL and Ufone team mem-
bers on various projects and get
first-hand work experience and
insights about the corporate
world. PTCL Group’s robust
mentorship system will focus
on capacity building and skill
enhancement of the partici-
pants to prepare them for their
career goals. PTCL Group also
sensitizes its employees to pro-
vide a supportive and friendly
working environment to the
new team members.

NOWPDP is working for
inclusion and empowerment
through equal employment
opportunities for Persons
With Disabilities (PWDs),
with promise and potential for
growth.

This initiative is an exten-
sion of PTCL Group’s long-
term commitment for
promoting diversity and inclu-
sivity to further strengthen its
work culture as well as to cre-
ate shared value for the soci-
ety.m

Madiha Mehmood: A successful professional woman

Dedication, diligence and
dexterity; these are key ingredi-
ents towards a successful profes-
sional life according to the
woman of ambitions we’re talk-
ing about today, none other than
Ms. Madiha Mehmood.

You may have heard an as-
tute saying thatone cannot speak
of ocean to a well frog, the crea-
ture of a narrower sphere; one
cannot speak of ice to a summer
insect, the creature of a season.
This is the significance of expe-
rience which one can only get by
plunging into the profundities of
ocean; ocean of knowledge re-
lated to specified dimensions of
life.

Such an encapsulation of
tremendous experience, dedica-

tion and hard work is Ms.
Madiha Mehmood. Starting her
professional journey after the
successful completion of her M.
Phil in Human Resource Man-
agement by winning a gold
medal and securing 3.94 CGPA,
Ms. Mehmood, with a greater
vision to settle nothing less than
excellence, has set a very high
benchmark for her own-self in
every dimension of the industry.

Madiha has served as a
Manager Client Services at Red
Ocean Communications till
March 2021. Currently, she is
also a Member Visiting Faculty
at the Superior University, La-
hore, making the future profes-
sionals of the industry since July,
2016.

Ms. Mehmood also has ex-
perience in brand management
with her role as a Brand Man-
ager with Bilal Steel Mills and
furthermore filling in as Assis-
tant Sales and Marketing Man-
ager towards channel side City
42. Notwithstanding this, Ms.
Mehmood additionally
worked in a Bank as a Cus-
tomer Relation Officer with
NIB for some time to acquire
insight of professional life. She
has consistently had a dream
to outperform not only her
competitors, but herself and
develop as a persevering per-
son.

Then finally, a big mile-
stone in her achievement has
now come that following quite

a while of acquiring experi-
ence in the business through
hard work, she set up her own
advertisement company,
Brand Bell Communications
and PR in March 2021. She,
with her vision and extraordi-
nary skills, will lead the de-
partment on the merits of her
dynamic industry experience
of 13 years and provide 360
degree extra ordinary services
to the people.

The team of Flare Maga-
zine presents her with a stand-
ing ovation for achieving
unambiguously through her
hard work. We wish Madiha
all the very best in her new
journey towards setting a
benchmark in the industry. =

Chief Executive Flattie's Mr. Irshad B Anjum warmly welcomes Chairman NADRA

i
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Tariq Malik, DG RHO Lahore Syed

Saqlain Abbas Bokhari, Kashif Iqbal Director NADRA on their visit to Faletti's Hotel Lahore.
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TECNO POVA 2 is
now available in
Pakistan

Lahore: TECNO has an-
nounced pre-orders for its most
awaited gaming phone Pova 2,
on Daraz with an amazing dis-
count offer for the PubG
Lovers.

POVA 2 comes with the
first-ever biggest and most
powerful battery of 7000mAh.
It comes with a MediaTek G85
Gaming Processor and an ex-
ceptional body design. POVA
2 also supports some addi-
tional gaming features such as
the ET Engine and magic but-
ton to make the gameplay even
more interesting.

Kelvin Zeng, CEO of
TECNO Pakistan expressed
his thoughts, “TECNO has
been working hard to bring pi-
oneering technology to Pak-
istan. Keeping the young
mobile gamers in mind,
TECNO shall be launching
POVA 2 very soon in Pakistan.
The pre-orders are already un-
derway with discounts for
PubG lovers. The phone is
equipped with the first-ever
7000mAh battery in Pakistan
along with other gaming fea-
tures for more powerful and
unlimited gameplay.”=s

OPPO launches Al
portrait expert Reno
6 series in Pakistan

Lahore: OPPO an-
nounced the launch of the
newest addition to the Reno
series Reno6 in Pakistan.

The “Al Portrait Expert”
Reno6 Series is equipped
with industry-leading fea-
tures like the newly-intro-
duced Bokeh Flare Portrait
Video to provide cinematic
bokeh flare effects in por-
traits, and the upgraded Al
Highlight Video, enabling
customers to record every
precious moment as profes-

sional-looking portrait
videos.
Reno6 also features

OPPO Reno Glow design,
ultra-fast charging speed, the
super convenient smart Col-
orOS 11, optimized heat dis-
sipation, and together it
brings a smoother and more
responsive user experience.

The Reno6 series was
launched in an online event
by OPPO. The event not only
unveiled the new Reno6 and
the Reno6 Pro but also fea-
tured an ecstatic live per-
formance by the widely loved
OPPO Brand Ambassador
Asim Azhar.m

Renob Series
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MMBL inks MoU with Universal Motors for financ-
ing commercial vehicles for its customers

Islamabad: Pakistan’s largest digital
bank, Mobilink Microfinance Bank
Limited (MMBL) has signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) with
Universal Motors (Private) Limited, a
prominent importer, exporter, and
manufacturer of commercial vehicles
in Pakistan. The collaboration will fa-
cilitate MMBL Borrowers by allowing
them to finance commercial vehicles
from Universal Motors through subsi-
dized offerings.

President & CEO MMBL, Ghaz-
anfar Azzam, and Adil Noman, CEO
Universal Motors signed the MoU in
Islamabad with senior officials from
both organizations in presence. The
collaboration will usher in fast-track
and priority financing for MMBL bor-
rowers to attain commercial vehicles
from Universal Motors for starting or
expanding their business operations,
under convenient terms.

Following the MoU, MMBL cus-
tomers will get fast product delivery
Turnaround Times (TAT), in addition
to the provision of 1S/2S/3S dealer-
ship or retailer services by Universal

Motors, near MMBL branches across
the country to extend after-sale services
for borrowers.

Creating further ease for borrowers,
the vehicles will be delivered at MMBL

Sharing his thoughts at the signing
ceremony, President and CEO
MMBL, Ghazanfar Azzam said,
“MMBL’s expansive product portfolio
has witnessed a significant growth tra-

6 Mobilink
Microfinance Bank

L IVL

MOU SIGNING CEREMONY]

branch cities with Universal Motors
sharing the registration costs, and of-
fering vehicle delivery from Karachi to
the destination city at subsidized trans-
portation rates.

jectory over the past few years with the
introduction of more and more cus-
tomer-centric products that are aimed
at facilitating maximum convenience
for empowering our borrowers in true

sense. This collaboration with Univer-
sal Motors will further solidify our aim
of promoting hassle-free attainment of
commercial vehicles, for business use,
which will substantially be backed by
quality after-sales services.”

Adil Noman, CEO Universal Mo-
tors said, “Our collaboration with
MMBL will help us target low-income
groups that need financing for our
sturdy and dependable JMC commer-
cial vehicles. Universal Motors is in-
troducing special financial incentives
and logistical support to fully facilitate
MMBL borrowers. We are hopeful that
our collaboration with MMBL will
drive our shared ambition of supple-
menting the economic development of
Pakistan.”

MMBL is committed towards pro-
moting financial inclusion for all
through its efficient digital ecosystem
that is empowering many Pakistanis
each day, supporting its long-term am-
bition of augmenting socio-economic
growth and development at the grass-
root level in the country through swift
and easy access to finance.m

Ufone offers industry-lowest prepaid roaming service in China

Islamabad: Pakistani telecom op-
erator, Ufone is now offering lowest
prepaid roaming services in China to
help its users stay connected even out-
side the country. The latest offering by
Ufone will facilitate students, tourists,
business and diplomatic communities
during their stay in the friendly neigh-
boring country through its superior
voice and data services.

Ufone is offering its roam-like-
home services at industry’s cheapest
straight rate for all services including
incoming and outgoing calls and in-
ternet at Rs. 5 per 30 seconds and Rs.
5 per MB respectively. This service is
already activated on all Ufone prepaid
numbers for the convenience of the
users. In addition, Ufone data roam-
ing will allow users to access all the

LHone

data service can be activated by sim-
ply dialing *506# and following the

4 instructions.

This initiative will facilitate
Ufone users while visiting China for
any purpose, be it business, educa-
tion or leisure. It will ramp up com-
munication links between the two
countries that would further broaden
the scope to attain the mutually
aligned socio-economic development
goals.

Ufone is always at the forefront to
better facilitate its users and this ini-
tiative is a testament to that. Being a
customer-centric company, it contin-
ues to improve and expand its prod-

| ucts and services portfolio to extend

quality network and data services to
its user family. =

social media apps hassle-free and without any disruption in China. The

vivo Y53s with 64MP rear camera now available in Pakistan

Lahore: vivo’s recent
Y53s smartphone is now
available for sale in Pak-
istan after its successful un-
veiling earlier this month.
vivo Y53s is equipped with
a 64MP Rear Camera*
along with other attractive
features.

A keen focus on its 64
MP Rear Camera*, 8GB +
4GB Extended RAM”, and
33W FlashCharge, with
Y 53s, vivo brings a versatile
smartphone experience for
its consumers.

The 64MP Rear Cam-
era* fashions the Eye Auto-
focus feature that allows
users to focus on the com-
position of the scene and

significantly enhances

which fixes

Y5356

Clear Shot, Swift Play

i et G
S s e S

shooting efficiency. vivo’s
camera innovation show-
cases the PDAF technology
in the Y53s camera lens,

focus on the subject’s eye,

thus giving users the free-
dom to move while shooting

without affecting the photo

the camera

or video quality.

Moreover, the device
features an 8GB + 4GB Ex-
tended RAM” for smooth
and seamless multitasking.
The extended 4GB RAM*
uses an algorithm to make
the idle ROM space func-
tion as RAM. When multi-
ple apps run in the
background, the extended
RAM* effect greatly im-
proves the user experience.

vivo Y53s also comes
with a 5000mAh battery
supported by a 33W
FlashCharge, enabling users
to cruise through long mul-
titasking, gaming, and pho-
tography sessions without
worrying about battery life.

Available in two colour
variants of Deep Sea Blue
and Fantastic Rainbow,
Y53s is now available for
purchase in Pakistan at the
price of Rs. 40,999 only.

vivo offers a one-year
warranty for Y53s along
with 15 days free replace-
ment and 6 months war-
ranty for accessories. vivo
Y53s is duly approved by
Pakistan Telecommunica-
tions Authority and sup-
ports all mobile networks in
Pakistan. Zong customers
can also get 12GB Free Mo-
bile Internet by using their
4G SIM card in Slot 1 (2GB
Internet / month for 6
months). =
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Oppo A54
Rs:28,999

NOKIA

Nokia phones ranked #1 for
software updates and security

OppoA54 -ABought-Friendly Smartphone It just keeps getting better
Chinese company Oppo will launch the A54 smartphone soon.
On the Japanese website, au.com has now listed a new
smartphone, if we look at the specifications, which looks like
the already announced Oppo A93 5G. The key difference
between the two handsets is the camera setup. The A93 5G
has got a triple rear camera system, and the upcoming new
OppoA54 has a quad-camera setup. The smartphone is power
with Mediatek Helio P35 chipset, and the chipset of the
upcoming smartphone of the company also has a powerful one : _ A | [ ]
in Oppo's A54 that will offer outstanding performance to make it Ty - &, Al Blometric 6.26" HD+
one of the best choices for the customers, and it has a 2.0 GHz L " = m Face Unlock

Octa-Core processor inside the hood. The upcoming
smartphone Oppo A54's going to have an IPS LCD Capacitive 4000mAh s

Touchscreen. The display screen of the device measures 6.51 B + battery |'| Android 9 Pie
Inches that will ensure full HD plus a resolution of 1080 x 2400 -
Pixels. And also there is a protection of Corning Gorilla Glass. :
The new Oppo sharp A54 is paired with 4 gigabytes of RAM g TS t Qualcomme a RA3 MP/ F 5 MP
that will ensure fast execution of multitasks. The smartphone is X Snapdragon™ Camera

packed with 128 gigabytes of native storage. The storage is 123 Mobile Pletfrom

enough yet the microSD slot will give you an option to expand
the memory status of the smartphone. The Oppo has a Triple
Camera setup in the coming A54 smartphone. The main _ s
sensor of the device will be 13 megapixels wide, the secondary § i 'g . -
sensor is going to be 2 megapixels depth and the third camera ; F= EF o Odro'd one .
of the A54 is going to be 2 megapixels macro which is really s . / g ol s N

brillaint. And the front-facing selfie camera of the smartphone

A54 will be 16 megapixels. The handset is also packed with a = ; I v
rear-mounted fingerprint sensor in A54 that will give you |
protection. Though the smartphone will not be having an in- RRP 1 3!900 |RRP 171700 RRP 187900 |
display fingerprint scanner yet the rear-mounted fingerprint 2GB RAM | 16GE ROM 3GE RAM | 32GB ROM 3GB RAM | 64GB ROM
scanner is still a good choice. The battery of the A54 by Oppo is "FINGERPRINT SENSOR FINGERPRINT SENSOR

also a gigantic one with 5000 mAh capacity and also there is a
fast battery charging of 18W. The new Oppo A54 is a great
competitor of the Samsung coming brands.

© 0 O ® /ADVANCE TELECOM @ www.advancetelecom.com.pk

Redmi Note 10 5G
(1 :FF ¥1:1d:)) Realme C25s

Rs:35,999 Rs. 22,999

H e 1 : Realme C25s - A C-Series Smartphone With Big Battery
Red m I N Ote 1 0 5 G ; L Smart tech Realme will unveil C25s soon to the market. The
The .P_erfcrmance Racer 1 p f Chinese company Realme is preparing to launch a new
- s ) — smartphone of its C-series. The device was spotted on the
Indian IMEI database website, and also the model number
RMX3195 was spotted on the NBTC certification platform. We
are talking about the Realme C25s. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the mid-range market that are called Helio G85
SoC. The upcoming new Realme's C25s has got a 2.0 GHz
1 9 0 ~ad ad Octa-Core processor under the hood of this handset. This new
g --- IR Blaster--- smartphone has got a 6.5 Inches screen size which is a big-

L i .

L screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and
- 2 this device Realme C25s's going to have a full-HD display with
triple camera 3 a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
Mali-G52 MC2. The handset is pack with 4 gigabytes of RAM,
which is a powerful RAM used in this Realme sharp C25s so
you can say that your phone is going to run at a super-fast
" o = i speed because of its powerful RAM. The smartphone has got
SI'de : 360° | g ht sensors = 128 gigabytes of storage in this smartphone which means that
fi ngerprint 1 m the capacity of your data is more than enough. Realme has got
sensor a Triple Camera setup in the C25s. The main sensor of the
smartphone will be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this handset will be 8
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new C25s. The rear-mounted sensor will allow
protecting its data by only allowing the authorized person in its
C25s. The battery of the phone is a gigantic one. The upcoming
5 000 mAh = smartphone C25s will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po
iah- i i 6,000 mAh battery which is a big battery, the device will give
hlgh spacity battery 6 5 FH D+ you more than one day of battery backup, and there will be fast
Enough power to do whatever you want charging of 18W. The smartphone C25s by Realme will run on
AdaptiveSync " y the Android 11 operating system. Samsung and other tech
Display \ giants will face serious competition when this Realme C25s will

release.

Adjusting to
your surroundings

Realme Narzo 30 Realme 7 Pro
Rs:32,999 Rs:49,999

Realme Narzo 30 - A Powerful Handset Of Mid-Range

Realme will unveil its new Narzo 30 smartphone soon to the

market. The launch date for the coming smartphone has yet

to be announced, but the handset is already seen on multiple

websites. The call might start soon. A live photo of Realme

Narzo 30 leaked after being posted on the Indonesian

Telecommunication Certification website and the FCC. The B, % -,

handset will be powered by the Mediatek Helio G95 (12 nm) . : w

chipset. The chipset suggests that Realme's Narzo 30 be a 6.4inch Super AMOLED CapaC|tlve

mid-range handset with outstanding features. Smartphone s s

has got a processor of 2.50 GHz Octa-Core which will give

this device more power. And there is a GPU of Mali-G76 MC2 | b

under the hood of this smartphone. Also, there is screen | T Quad Camera: 64 MP, /1.8, 26mm

protection of Corning Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming new b b % (wide), 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, f/2.3,

Realme Narzo 30's going to have an IPS LCD Capacitive by, 16mm (ultrawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, 2.4

Touchscreen display with a size of 6.5 inches and a resolution s +2 MP f/é 4 d th LEYD Fi h

of 720 x 1600 Pixels which means that the coming up Narzo , (macro) , f12.4, (depth), as

30 by Realme got a big screen display for the users to enjoy it. I .

The handset has got 6 gigabytes of RAM that will make it easy (Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh

to execute tasks with high speed. This means the users will be _ ; o/ i

happy to have this device. The Realme 30 got 128 gigabytes i . Fast c?ar.glng 65.W’ S0% m.

of internal memory storage, which is enough to store a huge 12 min, 100% in 34 min (advertised)

amount of data. And it can be expanded as the phone has a

microSD card. There is a Triple rear Camera setup in Realme

Narzo's 30, The main sensor of the rear camera setup will be

48 megapixels, 8 megapixels, and a 2 megapixels sensor.

The handset is expected to come equipped with a 16

megapixels selfie shooter. The insecurity of user's data, the

Realme Narzo 30 got a rear-mounted Fingerprint Sensor |

\évhtitch is fathr.lozmal. fegtugeo ggwaﬁ;gs on sfrr};ardtphonest. 'I;Ee 3 Accelerometer, Compass,
attery of this device is 5, mAh to give full-day use to the : : ;

users and also there is a fast-charging 30W. This Narzo 30's Flngc_arprlnt (under dlSpl?y

will give through time to its competitors like Samsung and s optlcal), Gyro, PrOX|m|ty

others.
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB

Rs:2,26,600

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32 in)

Displ 6.5 Inches,Super Retina XDR OLED
Isplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, OIS 12 MP
, /2.0, 52mm (telephoto), 1/3.4", 1.0um, PDAF

, OIS, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Non-removable Li-lon 3969
ZE1EIRA mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging
Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:64GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity,
compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation

Oppo Reno 6 Pro
Expected Price:Rs.99,999

Oppo Reno 6 Pro - A Flagship Smartphone Of The Series!

Oppo is unveiling a new Reno 6 smartphone series, this is a Pro
variant. The company is working on its upcoming new smartphone
lineup. These smartphones were spotted on 3C and MIIT with
some specifications. Also, there was a tipster from China has
leaked key details of the upcoming series, let's see what we got in
this smartphone, which is the Oppo Reno 6 Pro. The smartphone
will be powered by a 3.0 GHz Octa-Core processor with a chipset of
MediaTeka€™s Dimensity 1200. The Chipset of the coming Oppo's
Reno 6 Pro shows that it will be a flagship handset. The device has
a Super AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, and the display of the
device is 6.55 Inches that provide a resolution of 1080 x 2400
Pixels. Also their screen protection of Corning Gorilla Glass. This
handset Oppo Reno 6's going to be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of 12 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of the
device show that it will enable the user to execute things with this
smartphone within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the
Reno 6 Pro by Oppo is 256 gigabytes that is enough to store a huge
amount of data. On the rear of the smartphone, there is a Quad
Camera setup. The main camera is 64 megapixels, an 8 MP
secondary sensor, and a pair of 2 MP sensors. In the upcoming new
Oppo 6 Pro, front-facing is packed with a 32 megapixels front-selfie
camera setup. The handset has got under display, optical
fingerprint sensor to secure your data from loss. the battery of the
Oppo Reno's 6 Pro is also a massive one. The smartphone is fueled
with Li-Po Non-removable, 4500 mAh battery to get enough
backup time and the Reno 6 Pro got a Fast charging of 65W. Now
Samsung and other smartphone companies will be looking to bring
features like 6 Pro.

Oppo Reno 4

Rs. 59,999

S)AIEI]  Android 10 OS

g 6.4” AMOLED Capacitive
Display Touchscreen, 16M
Colors, Multitouch

Triple Camera: 48 MP, /1.7, 26mm

(wide), 1/2.0", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.2
CEIMEIEN  (uirawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, 2.4
, (depth), LED Flash

Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast charging 30W, VOOC
Flash Charge 4.0

128/256GB Built-in
, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (under display,
optical), Gyro, Proximity

Itel Vision 1 Plus

Rs:14,999

tem AndroidTM 9 Pie
. 6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
RIEEV  Fliscreen 16007720
Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
2 Front: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera
ZE1E  5000mAh Battery

3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

Fingerprint :
8 Functions

Oppo Reno 6

Rs. 59,999

Oppo Reno 6 - A Mini-Flagship Smartphone

Oppo is willing to unveil Reno 6 soon to the market. This Chinese
smartphone company recently launched the Reno5 series in China.
The smartphone series comprised the Reno 5, Reno 5 Pro, and Reno
5 Pro+. This smartphone giant is now working on the Reno 6 series.
According to Digital Chat Station, the Reno 6 series is in its final
stages. Now Oppo will launch the Oppo Reno 6. The smartphone
will be powered by one of the latest chipsets in the market
Qualcomm Snapdragon 720G. The Chipset of this upcoming new
smartphone Oppo's Reno 6 is also a flagship chipset that can all the
high-end specs with accuracy and ease. The new handset has a 2.3
GHz Octa-core processor to give more power to this chipset. The
Oppo Reno 6's going to have a 6.4 Inches massive screen size, the
users of this device will be enjoying using it. The smartphone with
an AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, with a full HD resolution of
1080 x 2400 Pixels under the hood of the new Reno 6 by Oppo has
got the protection of the screen this device has got Corning Gorilla
Glass. The SoC of the smartphone is paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM.
The chipset and the RAM of the device will make the processing
speed of the phone lightning fast. This Oppo 6 internal storage
capacity is 128 gigabytes. This is enough storage capacity that will
give you enough space to place a huge amount of data for future
use. There is a Quad Camera setup in the back of this Oppo Reno's
6, The main sensor will be 64 megapixels, 8 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter will be 44 megapixels. The upcoming
new smartphone has got the latest operating system Android 11.
There is an under-display, optical fingerprint reader of the phone
that is there to protect it from any unauthorized person. The battery
of the phone is also a massive one. The Oppo Reno 6 is fueled with
Li-Po Non-removable, 4300 mAh battery to get enough backup time
and the smartphone got a Fast charging of 50W. Now Samsung and
other smartphone companies will be looking to bring features like
Reno 6's.

Vivo V20 SE

Rs.41,999

Vivo coming with its new V20 SE, the new smartphone of the
new series with some quality specs to capture the market and
attract the attention of the users. The coming smartphone Vivo
V20 SE will be a good asset for the company and will be a
competitor for most of the high-end brands. The new device will
be powered by the Snapdragon 665. The chipset of the Vivo's
V20 SE suggests that it will be a mid-range smartphone. The
RAM capacity of the phone will be 8 gigabytes. This type of RAM
capacity is used in high-end smartphones. The Vivo V20 SE's
going to be packed with 128 gigabytes of internal storage
capacity which means that the handset will provide the user
with enough space to store data on the V20 SE by Vivo. The
device is equipped with a dedicated slot that will enable the
user to enhance the storage capacity of the handset. On the
rear of the smartphone, there is a quad camera setup. The
primary sensor of the camera setup of the Vivo SE will be 48
megapixels, the ultra-wide lens is 8 megapixels and 2
megapixels depth sensor. The camera has so many amazing
Features that gonna beauty your Pictures. Vivo V20's SE is
packing a Single front-facing camera of 32MP. The main sensor
of the selfie shooter will be 32 megapixels along with 8
megapixels secondary sensors. The upcoming smartphone Vivo
V20 SE will come equipped with 6.44 inches Super AMOLED
display that will present full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x
2400 Pixels. The under-display fingerprint reader of the V20 SE's
provides the security that will protect the smartphone. This is a
common feature nowadays. The Li-Po Non-removable 4100
mAh battery will ensure enough backup time like Samsung's
new brands.
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Infinix Note 10

Rs. 26,999

Infinix Note 10 - A New Generation's Note

Infinix is unveiling its new Note 10 handset to the market. The
Chinese company Infinix will launch its latest generation
smartphone under its Note series. It was announced at a
company event, the upcoming device will be in the mid-range
segment. we are talking about Infinix Note 10. The
smartphone will be powered by MediaTek Helio G85. This
chipset is the most powerful, and the CPU of this device is 2.0
GHz Octa-Core and inside this handset, it has a GPU of Mali-
G76 MC4 which will make this Infinix's Note 10 more powerful
to use. The display screen of the smartphone is 7.0 Inches
which is a very big screen size, and there is an IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen. It will present a full HD plus
resolution of 1080 x 2460 Pixels. Also, there is a GPU of Mali-
G76 MC4 and the screen protection of this Infinix Note 10's
going to have a Corning Gorilla Glass. The smartphone has
got 4/6 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest point of RAM
used in this smartphone so you can say that your phone is
going to run at a super-fast speed because of its powerful
RAM. The built-in storage capacity of the Note 10 by Infinix is
64/128 gigabytes which means that the capacity of your data
is unlimited. On the rear of the smartphone, there is a triple
camera setup. The main sensor of the phone will be 48
megapixels, 2 megapixels, and 2 megapixels. The selfie
shooter in this Infinix 10 will be16 megapixels to make taking
selfies more easy and attractive. The device has got a side-
mounted fingerprint reader is there to protect it from any
unauthorized person. The battery of the Infinix Note's 10 is
also a massive one, which is fueled with (Li-Po Non-
removable), 5,000 mAh battery to get enough backup time,
and also there is a fast battery charging of 18W in Infinix Note
10. NowSamsung and other smartphone companies will have
a competitor when the Note 10's launched.

Nokia C1
Rs:8,299

Nokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earlier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5SMP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Nokia will implement Android OS 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 294 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Nokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants.

THE FUTURE

Q WINDOW TO X][]
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Realme C21
Rs. 19,999

Realme C21 - A Mid-Rang Smartphone Of The Company

Smart tech Realme is launching the C21 smartphone to the
market. This Chinese company presented the C20 in the
January of this year, and Realme will present its successor in
three days. Now all the specifications of this phone have
appeared on AliExpress, and even the price is known. This
smartphone will be Realme C21. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the market that is called MediaTek Helio G35.
The new Realme's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this handset. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 6.52 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and
this device Realme C21's going to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
PowerVR GE8320 in this upcoming device. Also, there is
screen protection of Corning Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming
new Realme sharp C21 is packing the upcoming smartphone
with 4 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used
in this smartphone so you can say that your phone is going to
run at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM.
Realme has got 64 gigabytes of storage in C21 which means
that the capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the smartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this phone C21 will be 5
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new C21. The smartphone has got a powerful battery
which will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5000 mAh
battery in C21 by Realme that will carry support for Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and other tech giants will face
serious competition when this Realme C21 will release.

Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have
W Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near future. This
1 will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After
launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will come
packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin 980. This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
| chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20's Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over other smartphone giants.
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Vivo V21
Rs 59,999

Chinese tech Vivo will unveil the V21 smartphone to the market this
year. This company is one of the most powerful and standard
smartphone brands in the world. we are happy to know that this
powerful and standard Vivo smartphone is planning to launch a new
smartphone this year 2020 and that is called Vivo V21. we catch the
information and impressive configurations about this coming new
smartphone. Let's talk about the specification of this device. The
upcoming new smartphone Vivo's V21 has a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this device. And it will be powered by
MediaTek MT6853 Dimensity 800U chipset. It is considered one of the
powerful chipsets that are used for flagship smartphones and their
performance is very satisfactory. The Vivo V21's going to have an
AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen. The display of the device measures
6.44 Inches which will ensure a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400
Pixels. And also there is a GPU of Mali-G57 MC3 under the hood of this
device. The SoC of the Vivo sharp V21 is paired with 8 gigabytes of
RAM. The combination of chipset and RAM will it easier for the new
handset to process things in split seconds. The Vivo has got massive
internal storage in the new V21. The 128 gigabytes of internal storage
will allow the user of this smartphone to store a huge amount of data
on the handset for future use. And also there is a dedicated slot to
store a high amount of data in V21. The Vivo is going to equip the
upcoming smartphone with a triple rear camera setup. The main
sensor is going to be 64 megapixels, a high-end sensor that many of
the high-end smartphones are packed with. The V21 has got an 8
megapixels ultra-wide lens with the typical 2 megapixels depths
sensor. The rear camera setup is accomplished with a dual-LED flash
that assists the camera setup of the V21 in dim light conditions. The
front-facing camera is 44 megapixels with so many interesting features
Like HDR Panorama. The V21 by Vivo is expected to be equipped with
an in-display fingerprint reader that provides security to the data that
you want to protect. The battery of the smartphone is 4000 mAh with
a 33W fast charging. This Vivo V21's Price in Pakistan is another aspect
where itis going to be a rival for Samsung.

Redmi Note 10S
8gb+128gb

Rs. 39,999

Nokia 2.3

Rs:14,900

Nokia 2.3 - ANew Entry-level Smartphone

Tech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2. The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It is
an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Nokia's 2.3
ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be available in
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color variants. The
information leaked about the chipset of the new Nokia 2.3's,
confirms that it will be powered by the MediaTek&a€™s Helio
A22. This chipset will be used in place of 28nm Snapdragon
425. This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Nokia
sharp 2.3. Different variants of the phone will offer different
ranges of RAM and internal storage. One of the models is
packed with 2 gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack
this new upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of
internal storage. The next variant will be available in 3
gigabytes of RAM capacity and the internal storage of the
phone will 32 gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may
offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may
also become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a 4000
mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower side, still
you will have enough power to keep the handset on toes. The
upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with
an LED flash that is placed just under the alone lens of the
phone. The front-facing camera will be 5 megapixels. The 2.3
by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As this is an entry-level
smartphone so you expect a reasonable price tag. The
company is now competitive enough to challenge high-rated
companies like Samsung by bringing smartphones like Nokia
2.3.

Itel Vision 1
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-

MediaTek Helio G95
with HyperEngine Game Technology
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Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
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Samsung Galaxy A51
8GB

Poco F3 Pro
8gb+256gb
Rs:71,999

Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-
A73 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53)

Quad Camera: 48 MP, f/2.0, (wide),
1/2", PDAF + 12 MP, f/2.2, 13mm
(ultrawide) + 5 MP, /2.4, (macro) +

5 MP, /2.2, depth sensor, LED Flash
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Infinix Note 8 Tecno Camon X
Rs.29,999

Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex
-A75 + 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
16M Colors, Multitouch
7.0 Inches

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide)

m , 1/1.73", PDAF + 2 MP, - Triple camera: 13 MP + 8 MP + 2 MP
Camera (macro) + 2 MP, (de P
g pth) -
+2 MP. Quad LED Flash - Quad LED Flash, Auto-focus

B (Li-Po Non removable), 5200 mAh
attery - Fast battery charging 18W

32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM
emo microSD Card, (supports . .

- up to 256é;B)p P IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
, 16M Colors, Multitouch6.2 Inches

Feat 128GB Built-in, 6GB RAM
eatures microSD Card, (supports up to 256GB) (Li-Po Non removable)
, 3400 mAh

Infinix Zero 8

Rs. 10,200/-
G'FIVE : /

SMART PHONE

) Octa-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
LSRR A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

; 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
Dlsplay Capacitive Touchscreen,

16M Colors, Multitouch

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide),

c 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),
amera 1/4.0" + 2 MP, /2.4, (macro) +

2 MP, /2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
Battery Standby:upto 26 days
Talktime:upto 36 hours

128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
Memory microSD Card,
(supports up to 256GB)

Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,
Features Fingerprint (side mounted), Proximity

www.gfivepakistan.com | www.gfive.com.pk

POCO X3 Pro Ocean 9 Black(2GB)
Rs:46,999
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Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

POCO X3 Pro 4 ; ; : 2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)
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Qualcomm® Snapdragon™ 860 | UFS 3.1 storage | Corning® Gorilla® Glass &
6.67" FHD+ LCD DotDisplay | 5160mAh(typ) high-capacity battery
33W fast charging | 120Hz 6.67" FHD+ DotDisplay
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6GB + 128GB

Redmi 10 Available Online at Mistore.pk and
Offline at Mi Exclusive Stores Nationwide

Mi 11 Lite
Rs. 43,999

Redmi 10

LEVELUP 1

©®)

Dual Speakers

Huawei P30
Rs: 89,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series!

Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones. Huawei's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawei P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is still in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has decided
to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smartphones that's why the new P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Artificial Intelligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the quality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yet available.

Tecno Pova 2
Rs:28,999

Tecno Pova 2- Released With Big 1080p
display & Huge 7000 mAh Battery!

Today, the Chinese manufacturers Tecno
launched its premium smartphone Pova 2 in
the Philippines market. The smartphone comes
with a large battery of up to 7,000 mAh which
is a very huge battery. This is a manufacturer
that has caught the eye several times, thanks
to its smartphones with very interesting specs
and an incredibly low price. The smartphone
has the largest screen of 6.9 inches with a
resolution of 1080 x 2460. Teco Pova 2 is a
phone that is part of the Android 11 program
with HIOS 7.6. Helio G85 with a Quad-core
processor will take care of the speed of work,
and it will be accompanied by 6GB of RAM and
128GB of internal storage. The company offers
a Quad camera setup with LED flash on the
back panel of this Tecno Pova 2. It has a 48-
megapixel main camera with a 2-megapixel
macro lens, and a pair of 2-megapixel depth
sensors. At the same time, this phone has an
8-megapixel camera for selfies. Tecno Pova 2
smartphone in the Philippines market is
launched at the price of PHP 7,990 that in
Pakistani Rs is equal to 28,999.

Vivo V21e
Rs. 45,999

Vivo V21e - A Mid-ranger Of V21 Series

Chinese company Vivo is unveiling V21e to the market soon. The
V20 series was launch last year, the company is now coming up
with the new smartphone series. And this coming series will be
V21. The first few models of the series will launch in Malaysia.
Vivo has revealed a few specifications details let's see what we
got in this Vivo V21e. The coming smartphone will be powered by
the Snapdragon 720 chipset. The smartphone with this processor
will provide the user with powerful results. The Vivo's V21e has a
2.3 GHz Octa-Core processor under the hood of this smartphone.
The handset has a 6.4 Inches big screen size and It will provide
the user with full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels.
The new Vivo V21e's going to have an AMOLED Capacitive
Touchscreen display that is the latest one and well known for its
outstanding results. Also, there is a GPU of Adreno 618. This
handset Vivo sharp V21e will be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of 6 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of the
device show that it will enable the user to execute things within
seconds. The Vivo has got 128 gigabytes of internal storage in
V21e which is enough to store a huge amount of data for future
use. And also there is a dedicated slot. The smartphone is packing
a Triple-camera in the back of the V21e. The main camera is 48
megapixels, others are yet to be confirmed. The selfie camera of
the upcoming new V21e is not confirmed yet. The smartphone
got an under-display, optical fingerprint sensor to protect your
data from loss. And the battery of this smartphone V21e is 4000
mAbh is planted inside the belly of the phone which is enough to
keep running for almost one or two days of active use. And also
there is a fast battery charging in this V21e by Vivo which is 33W.
Now Samsung and other smartphone companies will be looking
to bring features like Vivo V21e.

Tecno Camon 17

Rs. 24,999

Tecno is trying to unveil Camon 17 smartphone to the
market. The upcoming new smartphone has an eye-
catching color design with textural lines that give it an
exquisite touch. The body of this Tecno Camon 17 is made
up of a glass front plastic, back and has a plastic frame to
keep it intact. The smartphone will be powered by one of
the latest chipsets available for smartphones in the market
that is called MediaTek Helio G85 (12nm). The new Tecno's
Camon 17 has got a 2.0 GHz Octa-Core processor under
the hood of this handset. This new upcoming smartphone
has a 6.6 Inches screen size which is a big-screen display,
with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and this device
Tecno Camon 17's going to have a full-HD display with a
resolution of 1080 x 2460 Pixels. And also there is a GPU
of Mali-G52 MC2 in this upcoming device. The upcoming
new Camon 17 by Tecno will be packing with 4 gigabytes
RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used in this
smartphone so you can say that your phone is going to run
at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM. Tecno
17 has got 128 gigabytes of storage in this smartphone
which means that the capacity of your data is unlimited.
And also you can extend your storage by using a MicroSD
Card. On the rear of the smartphone, there is a Triple
Camera setup. The main sensor of the smartphone Tecno
Camon's 17 will be 48 megapixels. 2 megapixels and 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this phone is Dual
Camera setup and it is not confirmed yet. The side-
mounted and Face Unlock sensor will allow the device to
protect its data by only allowing the authorized person. The
Tecno Camon 17 will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po
5000 mAh battery that will carry support for Fast charging.
Samsung and other tech giants will face serious
competition when this Camon 17's will release.

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,56,300

Bod 150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
oay (5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33 in)

: 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIEOIEVA  |PS LCD capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"
, 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

=l Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
Features | compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation
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1251

2 4’Inch Display

1800mAH Battery

Dual Big Speaker

Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Biue tooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

MAGIC
STAR

1.8%Inch Display

1200mAH Battery

Powerful Speaker

Wireless FM Radio

Smar Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Blue tooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Caill Option

L-101

1.8%Inch Display

1200mAH Battery

Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Blue tooth Dialer

15

MONTH
WARRANTY

www.memobile.pk

I | | | mFlare

MeMOBILE

Only Phone Book Call Option | 1 SRPSIEY

"l 786

B i

Power
Music-2

2.4Inch Display

2500mAH Battery

Powerful Big Speaker
Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Blue tooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

| Power
Music

2 47Inch Display

2500mAH Battery

Powerful Big Speaker
Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Biue tooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

DJ MASTER

2 4"Inch Display

3200mAH Battery

Powerful Big Speaker
Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Blue tooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

MAGIC

POWER STAR STAR PRO

1.8%Inch Display 1.8"Inch Display
3 Sims Supported 1200mAH Battery
1200mAH Battery Powerful Speaker
Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio
White Call / Black Call Option Smart Camera
Blue tooth Dialer White Call / Black Call Option
Only Phone Book Call Option Blue tooth Dialer
Only Phone Book Call Option

L3-PLUS L3 L-110

1.87Inch Display 1.87Inch Display 1.8%Inch Display

3 Sims Supported 3 Sims Supported 1200mAH Battery

1200mAH Battery 1200mAH Battery Wireless FM Radio

Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio Smart Camera

Smart Camera White Call / Black Call Option White Call / Black Call Option
White Call / Black Call Option Blue tooth Dialer Biue tooth Dialer

Blue tooth Dialer Only Phone Book Call Option

Only Phone Book Call Opt
Only Phone Book Call Option il Onion

L-105

Heos i In
1.44"Inch Display 1.44"Inch Display
Dual Sims Supported Dual Sims Supported
1200mAH Battery 1200mAH Battery
Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio
Smart Led Torchlight Smart Led Torchlight

White Call / Black Call Option
Only Phone Book Call Option

White Call / Black Call Option
Only Phone Book Call Option
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Importer Name Brand Aug-21
Qty Amt
Future Tech Apple 226 233,425
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD Apple -
CoreTECH Apple -
A.J TRADING Apple -
M/S PRIME TELECOM Apple -
Microtel Trading Apple -
NAVID & SONS Apple -
Azeen International Apple -
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION Apple -
GM TRADERS Apple -
M/S UNITED TRADERS Apple -
NAVEED ENTERPRISES Apple -
Agility Logistics Private Limited Apple 2,655 3,073,495
ORCHARD INTERNATIONAL Apple -
Usra Communication Apple -
SICCOTEL TRADING Apple -
M/s. NIZAM ELECTRONICS Apple -
Hassan Internationl Apple -
EUROTEL TRADING Apple -
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS Apple -
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS Apple -
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED Apple -
M/S MOL PAKISTAN OIL AND GAS CO.B.V Apple -
M/S S. J. TRADERS Apple -
PICK N SAVE Apple -
Air Link Communication Alcatel -
TRUE TALK TRADING (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese 400 38,800
A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese -
MICRO-TECH SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese -
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese -
BAZZ MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese -
HASSAN INTERNATIONAL Gonex -
Air Link Communication Huawei -
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Huawei -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Huawei -
SKY VOICE (PRIVATE) LIMITED Huawei -
CoreTECH Honor &
DB Link Private Limited Infinix -
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Infinix - h
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED Infinix 166,788 14,862,728
C Right Mobile Infinix -
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED Infinix 16 1,430
SICCOTEL TRADING Infinix -
M/S.ZENITH ENTERPRISE Infinix -
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION Infinix -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED Infinix 139,286 14,894,206
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED iTel -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD iTel 70,000 2,920,275
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED iTel 3 256
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED iTel 30,000 1,508,205
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd iTel -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED iTel 12,000 884,547
Advance Telecom Nokia -
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Nokia -
Oppo Mobile Technologies Pakistan (Private) Limited OoPPO 8 1,873
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO 191,000 26,303,631
THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE OPPO 17,457 3,335,105
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED One Plus 2 620
Hassan International One Plus -
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS One Plus -
UNITED MOBILE One Plus -
Digicom Trading Pvt Ltd / New Allied Electronics Industries Pvt Ltd Q Mobile -
ANTPOWER TECH (PVT.) LTD Realme 3,769 1,336,460
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED Realme 99,953 9,964,251
Air Link Communication Samsung 17,098 3,437,500
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Samsung 21,432 4,630,893
Agility Logistics Private Limited Samsung 285 115,395
Samsung Ec Pakistan Pvt Ltd Samsung 62 21,674
Hassan Internationl Samsung -
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS Samsung -
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED Samsung 4,220 810.430 s
BURQUE CORPORATION (PRIVATE) LIMITED Samsung 8,922 1,912,387 —
EUROTEL TRADING Samsung - -‘
United Mobile Samsung 14,759 3,098,686 I
JADE E-SERVICES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED. Samsung
M/S United Mobiles TECNO - m
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECNO 30,000 1,934,055
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 101,000 11,439,495
TELENOR PAKISTAN (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO - 1
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 38 6,319
Vivo Electric (Private) Limited VIVO - m
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO 285,000 31,113,050
SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VgoTel - ”
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 5,225 777,323
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD Xiaomi 10,808 1,454,627
BAZZ MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi -
CoreTECH Xiaomi 4,273 672,033
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 1,693 394,223
MOBILE LINK IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi -
PHONEZO IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 2,929 434,416
Smartlink Technologies Xiaomi 7,239 1,180,662
Alcatel -
Apple 2,881 3,306,920
Chinese 400 38,800
Gonex -
Huawei -
Honor -
Infinix 306,090 29,758,364
iTel 112,003 5,313,283
Nokia -
Oppo 208,465 29,640,609
One Plus 2 620
Q Mobile =
Samsung 66,778 14,026,966
TECNO 131,038 13,379,869
Motorola -
Vivo 285,000 31,113,050
VgoTel -
Vipro -
Realme 103,722 11,300,711
Xiaomi 32,167 4,913,285 E
ZTE B I
Total 1,248,546 142,792,476 s
. 7 I
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Type of site  Online food ordering
Founded 2012, 8years ago
Headquarters Berlin, Germany
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. J Cambodia
- Hong Kong
‘{woyears, 3 A Al
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PR e X TastyKhana, g z H LA Malaysia
| "We'relo oubie! Accondin twoyearold Lot =a 3 Myanmar
Over 60 % of Chandigarh foodies love to order Dal
Fo T ol B 1 s 2L ekt Lot il B 5 Taiw!
T 3 hailang

blic e Bulgana
Says a survey conducted by Foodpandain . .. . . T | = T Rarars

[T Y gl o =4 AnAn b sl &
CHANDIGARM:  Foodpands. using the Foodpanda mobile ap- hanch timings, 12 pm to 3 pm. that we can serve them in a betier © %~ ¥ ~= 3% % = £ i Founderis) Ralf Wenzel (Global)

in, India’s largest omline food plication for placieg orders, than When @ comes o variety, way. This survey was o sicp in the 4 Fe o } ¢ .

ordering service, recently com-  other usual modiums like going comtrary to populsr perception sams direction. The repor threw e | e e A niamin Baver |
iy 4 By In Chimdigar’h Gallus o Ny s & pleous e it #od R ok e 1ot up interesting pevelastons s PElmsrie e Benjarmin Faver (Global
10 understand the Tood u--knm - Aclear indication that s siresble  preforence. Surprisingly Chinese what the people of Chandigarh K Tanna (APAC)
preferences of the populsce. Dal number of people in the city are  culsine is preferred over Punjabi  prefer and what they don’t, when iren Tanna (APAC)
Makhani emerged as the clear fa- getting smartphone savvy. cuising when ordering food — 40 1t 10 cones to ordering oul food

vorite in Chandsgarh with 60 per- Another interesting insight peroent and Punjabi cuisine at The survey also revealed CEO Jakob Angele

cent people opting for it, followed  pertains 10 the fact that the city 22 percent, followed by Halian, the most popular food vendors .

by delicacies like Butier Chicken  inhabitants love 1o order out the ice creams and salads cic. Rohit in Chandigarh. T incl - ] Industry Onling food and grocery
and Kadhai Pancer, 1 & close 50 most for dinmers, which came 10 Chadda, MD and Founder - Food-  Larecr Corner, Awadh, Chawlas, R

percent and Shahl Fanoer, 40 per. be 50% mers than banch onder.  penda. ;.“u;::. codeavor is Books N Brew, Dana Pani, ot _ i delivery

cent. Also, a notable 10 percent ivery orders pe: ween 6 1o always st of the food  n Spi New ira g s K

of he.ciy's populsiion profies pin st 9 pui whoa ompered 10, preliesaoes Of Our sonsminers 80 Pricd Chicioon, [ {7 |f{c_vlyéfﬁﬁful"/@'J‘L::’/{ﬂ:‘/:fdld| Parent Debvery Hero
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telecomnminco e el

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi 10

50MP Al quad camera

Dual speakers

90Hz 6.5” FHD+ DotDisplay

AdaptiveSync display

High-performance MediaTek Helio G88

Octa-core processor, up to 2.0GHz

5000mAh (typ) high capacity battery
Supports 18W fast charging
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Clear Shot, Swift Play

8GB+4GB Extended RAM | 33W FlashCharge

W o
5¢& w
a

a
5‘.5%
3
oG
SF s
<



	1 Jazz Title
	1-A Airlink
	2 Nokia G20  Double
	3 Title
	4 Itel
	5 Tecno Pova2
	6 G-Five Doctor
	7 Q-mobile
	9  Alcatel 1se
	15 Me Mobile Sleek
	19 Swiss
	23 Xiaomi-Smart Air
	27 Hotel One
	31 Felettis
	33 Xiaomi-Redmi 10
	35 G-Five Speedo
	37 Onduline
	39 -TCS 1
	43 Mont Calm
	45 Nayatel
	47 TCS-2
	49 Consilium
	51 Royal Food
	81 Brain Tel
	83 Xiaomi Redmi-10
	84 Vivo Y53s



