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Modi visit to
UAE is not just
publicity and
self1 sessions ...

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited United Arab
Emirates (UAE) from 16 to1y August 2015 and warmly
received by UAE government.

This visit of an Indian Prime Minister to UAE after 34
years marks the beginning of a new and comprehensive
strategic partnership between India and UAE in a world of
multiple transitions and changing opportunities and
challenges. The think tanks of Indians explained some
positive points of the visit but Indian media highlighted the
visit “just publicity and selfi sessions”.

He visited the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque and requested
the UAE government to build temple. In this respect UAE
government allocated land for the building of the first Hindu
temple in Abu Dhabi. There are currently two Hindu temples
and one Sikh gurudwara in Dubai, but none in Abu Dhabi.
Media said if he gets succeed for construction of temple than
it is great achievement. There are 700 flights operating
between India and the UAE every week.

The strong language of the communiqué signals a shift in
ties between India and the UAE which is a great concern for
Pakistan. The UAE had invested billion of dollar in Pakistan
and Pakistani politics, officials and businessmen have
invested billion of dollar in UAE. The UAE has had very close
all-round ties with Pakistan and the rulers treated the
Pakistan as second homeland. The UAE companies are
earning million of dollars and enjoy the good profit margins.
UAE seeks better ties with other countries to boost its
economy but it seemed our foreign policy totally collapsed.

Changing global trends in regional trade and the growth of
Asian economies is forcing Pakistan to review the focus of its

foreign relations.
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Letters to the
EDITOR

NADRA quagmire

The federal interior minister, Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan, has
directed NADRA to make arrangements to allow the local
citizens to file CNIC applications online, At present only the
overseas Pakistanis can apply online. This is indeed a very
forward-looking step taken by the minister because national
identity card is a very important document and everybody is
required to possess one, and therefore it ought to be a ¢cinch
for any bona fide Pakistani to get it. But unfortunately in
order to fill their coffers, the previous governments had
made acquiring CNIC a very cumbersome process requiring
the applicants to pay different kinds of fees besides getting
knocked from pillar to post at every step. Moreover, the staff
posted at the CNIC offices try to make full use of applicants®
difficulties by turning them into opportunities to fill their
own pockets.

For example, at the Muzaffargarh NADRA office, the senior
citizens, women, and people coming from afar have to
suffer protracted waiting periods standing in long queues to
the point of fainting though they can get nd of their
difficulty instantly if they pay some extra money to some
roaming ageni. The staff also seems to be working on a
zo-slow policy to intensify peoples™ ordeal. All Kinds of
hurdles are created to break down their resistance to make
them receptive to extortion. For instance, if a slight change
in the maiden last name of a woman is necessitated on
account of her marriage, or the B-form 1s submitted for new
ID cards, all kinds of objections are raised by the officer
in-charge to thwart the process until the applicant caves in to
offer some amount of requital.

The worthy Interior minister is requested to increase public
facilities at the Muzaffargarh NADRA office and pull up its
stafl so as to make them adopt a more humane attitude to the
applicants. Also the proposed CNIC online application
scheme for local citizens should be implemented
immediately and extended to the passport offices as well,
and the applicants should be called to the office only as a
final step to have their photograph taken and their necessary
documents verified. They should be allotted their turn
online informing them ol date and time ol such attendance.

Afi Muhammad, Muzaffargarh

Out of order ATM

Automated Teller Machines { ATMs) have become a problem due
o faulty ATMs, particularly  Habib  Bank  Limited,
Gulshan-e-Ravi branch and most of the time the ATM remains
out of order or its link down. | request the concern authorities to
replace the ATM or maintain properly so that the customer will
nol face problem in future otherwise the customers have options
to move to another bank

It has become extremely time consuming to fulfill one simple
task in a bank. Many banks are deteriorating in their performance
and their customer service has become sluggish. A number of
people wait in line for their turn, Also, all the seats are occupied
which results in the incoming customers to stand. Recently, |
went with my mother to the bank to pay my brother’s school fee.
It was packed and | could see that the bank staff made no effort
to work quickly.

Sobia Usman, Lahore.

Write us at: flarermagazine(@flare.pk

NTS so-called tests mere formality

Mational Testing Service (NTS) is conducting recruitment tests for
government and private vacancies since last five vears. Candidates
after paying heavy fee and another documents transport fee —
difficult to manage for already jobless — appear in these exams but
in vain, despite obtaining tremendous scores.

They seem moneyv-oriented more than result-oriented, because we
have rare examples of successful candidates before us, except
HST, PST and IST. As | appeared in various tests especially in
MEPCO test in March 2015 where | secured 81/100 marks but | am
yet to be called for interviews. Many of my colleagues complain
for similar issue of taking regular tests without positive oulcome.

| doubt whether, advertised positions are already filled on under
desk negotiations and these so-called tests are mere formality
rather business of making money.

| appeal, please take care of the unemployed and worried youth.

Dinesh Chandoo, Jhuddo

Apply for disconnection of PTCL broadband

| draw the attention of high-ups of PTCL authority through yvour
esteemed periodical about the PTCL efficiency on the request to
disconnect PTCL broadband.

| have sent a request disconnection of PTCL Broadband DSL on
July 8, 2015 on the telephone 042 35880183 and returned the
modem with all accessories and paid the bill for the month of June
and July 2015, On August 3, | enquired on 1236 about the status
of my application, the representative of your company showed
ignorance about the request. | surprised to hear his reply.

I have found many customers who faced same problem like me.
Some are shifting other places and want to disconnect the DSL
but staff did not bother.

Kindly look into the matter and resolve my prablem because |
have already paid two month eéxtra broadband charges which
clearly non-seriousness of your company and burden on the
shoulder common man like me. There is an urgent need to
streamline the system of PTCL otherwise customers can switch
over to other network.

I hope vou consider my request on priority basis and take action
against the non-serious and careless elements of the PTCL.

zhar Javed, Lahare,

Justification of ban on cordless phones

| have received the messages from PTA and many people also
received a text messages warning the usage and buyving of DECT
6.0 cordless phones is illegal and anyone found using them would
be reprimanded. Do not take that warning lightly, for strict action
will be taken against the rule-breakers. The question is that why
PTA allowed the import of cordless phones when the investors
invested million of rupees in this business then banned such
gadgets. PTA must test this gadget before the given the NoC now
PTA technical found the strong signals interrupted the CMOs
services and are seeking law enforcing agency's help in
eliminating its use.

DECT (Digital Enhanced Cordless Telecommunications) is a
digital wireless telephone technology, which has contributed to
making cordless phones commaon in both businesses and homes,

Falim Bahir. Karachi

We received too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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TOURISM | Flare Report [ ] QMobile

Its time to boost
tourism industry

“In early 90s, Pakistan’s tourism was flourishing and a lot of
tourists from all over the world visited Pakistan, particularly
the northern areas. If the security concerns are removed,
tourism of Pakistan will get a boost and government will earn
billion of dollar through this industry”

hank you Chief of Army Staff General Ra-

eel Sharif who reiterated the Zarb-e-Azb

operation will continue till the elimination

of the last terrorist from Pakistan’s soil.

Such operations and steps will help to improve law and

order situation and would attract foreign tourists in the
country.

In early 90s, Pakistan’s tourism was flourishing and
a lot of tourists from all over the world visited Pakistan,
particularly the northern areas. If the security concerns
are removed, tourism of Pakistan will get a boost and
government will earn billions of dollar through this in-
dustry.

Pakistan being located in South Asia is a beautiful
place to visit. With the high ranging mountains to the
amazing Arabian Sea, this country features most of
the types of landscape which attracts the tourists. I
must say here that Pakistan has world most beautiful
places for foreign tourists, especially at its best in north-
ern areas and Kashmir region. This part of the coun-
try is famous all around the world because of sky high
mountains, lush green valleys, mighty rivers, beautiful
lakes, and amazing wildlife. The Pradise on Earth
‘Neelum Valley’ Mini Switzerland ‘Swat Valley’ and
Mountain Kingdom ‘Hunza valley’ are the major
tourist attractions in Pakistan. All these places are real
natural beauty of the world. Best natural places to local
and foreign tourists in Pakistan.

facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

1 twitter.comMaremagazinepk

Neelum Valley is a 144 km long bow-shaped valley
in Azad Kashmir Region. The Valley is situated at the
North & North-East of Muzaffarabad (The Capital of
Azad Kashmir). Running through the Lesser Hi-
malaya, the Neelam River valley has excellent scenic
beauty, panoramic views, towering hills on both sides
of the noisy.

Neelum valley is one of the most attractive place
for tourists due to its famous lush greenery, springs,
streams,lakes and hilly and sloppy mountains. Some
of its famous places like Athmugam, Kutton Jagran,
Karen, Neelum, Ratti Galli, Baboon, Noori top,
Sharda, Sharda Fort, Sharda University (The Oldest
University of Sub-Continent) Kel, Surgon, Halmet,
Taobut and many more.

The Hunza Valley is a mountainous valley in the
Gilgit—Baltistan region , It was formerly a princely
state. The Hunza valley is situated north/west of the
Hunza River, at an elevation of around 2,500 metres.
The Valley has three Regions — Upper Hunza (Gojal);
Center Hunza and Lower Hunza.

Swat is a valley and an administrative district in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. It is the upper valley of the
Swat River, which rises in the Hindu Kush range.

Swat Valley is mini Switzerland of Pakistan, has
many attraction for visiting such as Mahodand Valley
and Lake, Natural Ushu Valley & Ushu Forest, Malam
Jabba (Famous ski resort in Swat Valley), Madyan,

¢ Flare Magazine September 2015
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Swat & Kalam Vallies, Bonir, Der and many other nat-
uraly beautiful sites.

Kalash Valley is one of the major tourist attractions
in Pakistan. This is situated in the Chitral district of
Pakistan. This valley has a historic background but its
history has controversies. Kelash is actually a very old
Greek civilization. The people belonging to this civi-
lization are called “The Kelash’. Belongs to old tribes
and have their own religion and culture. People con-
struct their homes with rough shaped logs. People of
Kalash are cheerful, they celebrates many festivals like
Uchal Festival, Phoo Festival and Chomos Festival.
There are many attractive sites for visiting.

The Kaghan Valley is a beautiful valley in the
north-east of Mansehra District . It attracts many
tourists from not only Pakistan but also from the whole
world. Laying in lower Himalayan mountains range,
the Kaghan valley, famous for its bewitching splendor
and natural beauty, is one of the most charming tourist
resorts in scenic Hazara division. There are many
beautiful and attractive spots like Shogran, Jared,
Naran,Lake Saiful Muluk, Lake Dudipat Sar, Lake
Lulu Sar, Babusar Pass and much more to do.

Murree is a summer hill station, summer resort and
is situated in subdivision of Rawalpindi District. Mur-
ree was the summer capital of the British Raj in the
Punjab province. Tourists and people from all over the
Pakistan wish to go there in summer to enjoy its beauty
and in winter season for astonishing experience of
snowfall. Bhurban and Patriata are a main tourist
points. The most favorite tourist point of Murree is
Galliat, it has fascinating greenery and scenic beauty
that attracts tourist belonging different regions of Asia.
Most Popular picnic points of Murree Hills are Dunga
Gali , Muskpuri Hill, Nathia Gali, Bara Gali and Mall
Road. Shandur has highest polo ground on earth, is
about 3738 meter an above sea level and lies midway
between Chitral and Gilgit. Each summer a hug event
called the Shandur polo festival is organized here,
which is a big source of attraction for the tourists. Dif-
ferent come against each other in this freestyle contest.
The pass is generally unpopulated and passing through
its snow covered slopes in winters is an exceptionally
difficult adventure. The polo ground is about 168 Km
from the main town Chitral and accessible by jeep. The
road is closed during winter due to heavy snow.

Rawalakot is a town in Azad Kashmir. It is in a
beautiful valley surrounded by hills, which is located 80
km away from Rawalpindi and Islamabad. Rawalakot
is a summer visiting point. The winter in Rawalakot is
cold and chilly. There are many attractions for visitors
like Banjosa; Toli Pir; Poonch River; Tatta Pani; Ban-
josoa Lake; Sudhngalli and many more.

Ziarat is the capital of Ziarat District, Balochistan.
Ziarat is a famous holiday resort of Balochistan and
nearly every trip from Karachi to Quetta stops at
Ziarat. There is a good water supply and the hills
around are well-wooded and picturesque. A visit to
Quetta is incomplete without a trip to Ziarat.

Pakistan being located in South Asia
1s a beautiful place to visit. With the
high ranging mountains to the amaz-
g Arabian Sea, this country fea-
tures most of the types of landscape
which attracts the toursts

Jhelum valley is an ideal valley of Azad Kshmir re-
gion for both the domestic and international tourists.
The curling river Jhelum passes through from East to
West between the high green mountains of this valley.
This valley has a most beautiful valley “Leepa Valley”.
This is the most fascinating & loveliest valley in Azad
Kashmir. Its lush green rice fields in summer and typ-
ical wooden Kashmiri houses present a wonderful
view to the people visiting the area.

Walnut, Apple, Cherry and honey of Leepa are
very popular and in great demand. There are many vis-
iting sites like Peerchanasi, Chikar, Chinary, Leepa,
Chakothi, Ghari Dopatta, Chokothi Cham-fall and
Zilzaal Lake. m
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ECONOMY | Flare Report

akistan's exports to European Union have
increased by 21 percent since gotting GSP
Plus status, Minister for Commerce Khur
ram Dastigir told National Assembly.

In a written reply, he said, country's eXports o
ELU have grown more rapidly in 2014 as compared
to regional competitors including Bangladesh, India
and Vietnam

The country's exports to European Linion have
been increased up to $7.54 billion from $6.21 billion
in 2014 after GSF plus

After getting the status of GSP Plus, country's
exports to EU registered an increase of $1.32 billion,

Many sectors including textile was facing a cus-
tom tariff from 6.4 percent to 12 percent, leather,
footwear up to 6 percent which have now duty free
access in EU, helping products to be more competi-
rive,

Recently, LCCI President ljaz A. Mumtaz has
said that a lot was said upon getting duty free access
to ELJ market after being awarded GSP plus status
by EU Commission. He said that it was estimated
that this scheme would enable Pakistan to export ad-
ditional products worth over $1 billion but we have
yet to witness its actual benefits.

He quoted that as soon as GSP plus status was
given to Pakistan, the Indian government an-
nounced certain incentives for their textiles ex-
porters 50 that they could wipe out the edge
available to Pakistan due to this scheme. They did
succeed in their planning. He said that TDAFP
should have acted proactively while proposing the
povernment to take required steps. He stressed the
need for measures to increase Pakistan exports
under this scheme.

He said that there should be regular interaction
among the TDAP and leading chambers of the
country, He urged the senior officials of TDAP 1o
visit chambers on regular basis in order to assist
them in the planning of international delegations
and exhibitions.

German Ambassador Dr Cyrill Nunn said that
granting GSP Plus status to Pakistan by the Euro
pean Union had an “extremely positive” impact on
its exports to the EU, which had increased by 20 per
cent in last year

In December 2013, European Union (EU)
granted Generalised System of Preferences (GSP)
Plus status to Pakistan with an impressive count of
406 votes, granting Pakistani products a duty free
access to the European market.

Minister of State for Petroleum and MNatural Re-
sources Jam Kamal Khan said that the industrial
sector should improve product's quality instead of
guantity and build its market across the world for a
big fortune,

Recently, the country's exports have registered 23
% increase after gaining GSP plus status from the
European Union, said Resource Person of Trade
Development Authority (TDAP) Ahmed Fasih.

The European Union has granted the much-
awaited duty free market aceess under the General-
ized System of Preference (GSP)+ to Pakistan
which will enable Islamabad to export textile goods
to 27 European countries till 2017,

In a written reply, he said, country's
exports to EU have grown more
rapidly in 2014 as compared to re-
gional competitors including
Bangladesh, India and Vietmam

“Yes, the EU has granted the GSP Flus 1o Pak-
istan which will increase our exports by 32 billion
per annum,” Minister for Finance Ishag Dar said
while talking to reporters here on Thursday.

According to a statement issued by the EU here,
the European Parliament voted on a resolution ob-

jecting to the delegared act presented by the Euro-

pean Commission, granting GSP+ to 10 countries,
including Pakistan.

F1i tacabook com/FlareMagazineOfficial

] twitter.comMaremagazinepk
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Pakistan exports to

EU up by 21 % after
GSP+ status

“The country's exports to European Union have been in-
creased up to $7.54 billion from $6.21 billion in 2014 after
GSP plus. After getting the status of GSP Plus, country's ex-
ports to EU registered an increase of $1.82 billion”

The resolution was defeated with 409 votes
against and 182 in favour. In other words, an over-
whelming majority of members of the European
Parliament supported the granting of GSP+ status
to Pakistan.

The GSP+ will become effective from January
01, 2014, The European Commission’s preliminary
estimate is that exports from Pakistan will increase
by Euro 574 million annually as a result of réduc-
tion of tariffs on over 90 percent of all product cat-
egories exported by Pakistan to the EUL

On this occasion, the EU Ambassador to Pak-
istan, Lars-Gunnar Wigemark, said; “This is a very
good day for the EU-Pakistan relations. The grant-
ing of GSP+ shows the importance the European
Union attaches to its relations with Pakistan., We
have listened to Pakistan's plea for more trade and
not just aid."

In addition to expanding and facilitating Pak-
istan's trade with the European Union, GSP Plus
will also promote economic growth and create
much-needed jobs across FPakistan. The EU con-
sumers will benefit as well from cheaper imports
made in Pakistan. "“The textile industry is an obvi-
ous winner, but we should work together to ensure
that other sectors of Pakistan’s cconomy will bene-
fit too. It is now up to the Pakistani business com-

¢ Flare Magazine September 2015

munity to take full advantage of the opportunities
offered. This will require improvements in the busi-
ness climate in Pakistan, including access to en-
ergy," the EU ambassador said.

While there is every reason to celebrate this mile-
stone in the EU-Pakistan relations, the GSP+
regime calls for Pakistan to fully implement its com-
mitments under 27 international conventions on
human rights, good governance, labour and envi-
ronmental standards.

The EU iz Pakistan's largest trading partner. In
2012, the total EU-Pakistan trade amounted to
Euros 8.2 billion. GSP+ will reduce tariffs to zero
on over 90 percent of all produet categories being
exported by Pakistan to the EUL. The European
Conmunission's preliminary assessment is that Pak-
istani exports, including textiles, and also other
products such as leather would increase by Euro 574
million annually. The Pakistani textile industry esti-
mates that exports to the EU of textiles alone under
GSP+ will increase by $650 million in the first vear,

In 2012, the EU and Pakistan adopted a five-year
Engagement Plan and launched a Strategic Dia-
logue, covering a wide range of 1ssues from security,
including counter-terrorism, non-proliferation and
regional cooperation, to human rights, migration
and development cooperation. =
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Pakistan, the next software hub?
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“Yet Pakistan’s IT sector is carving a niche for itself as a favoured place to go for freelance

I'T programmers, software coders and app designers. There are now 1,500 registered I'T
companies 1n Pakistan, and 10,000 I'T grads enter the market every year”

akistan isn’t usually considered one of the
world’s information technology power-
houses; its share of global IT sales is only
$2.8 billion, of which $1.6 billion represents
tech and IT services and software exported abroad.
This is a tiny percentage of the expected $3.2 trillion
global market for 2015 and is dwarfed by India’s $100
billion worth of software exports per year. Yet Pak-
istan’s IT sector is carving a niche for itself as a
favoured place to go for freelance IT programmers,
software coders and app designers. There are now
1,500 registered IT companies in Pakistan, and
10,000 IT grads enter the market every year. Ener-
getic members of the middle class educated in Pak-
istan’s top universities, they have honed their skills at
the many hackathons, start-up fairs and expos, digital
summits and entrepreneurial events at campuses, soft-
ware houses and IT associations across the country.

Next comes showcasing their skills to a global
market in order to grow businesses. So Pakistani free-
lance programmers flock to global freelance hiring
sites such as Upwork, or fiverr.com, where digital em-
ployers in the United States, Australia or Britain bid
to hire programmers for small software and app proj-
ects. On these platforms, hiring someone from Pak-
istan becomes as easy as hiring someone from Ireland
or India, because traditional concerns about security,
corruption and invasive bureaucracy in Pakistan do
not apply.

The formula is working: the Pakistani program-
mers market ranks as the No. 3 country for supply-
ing — freelance programmers — behind only the
United States and India, and up from No. 5 just two
years ago. It ranks in the upper 10 to 25 percent on
Upwork’s listing of growth rates for top-earning
countries, alongside India, Canada and Ukraine. Pak-
istan’s freelance programmers already account for
$850 million of the country’s software exports; that
number could go up to $1 billion in the next several
months, says Umar Saif, who heads the Punjab IT
Board and previously taught and did research work at
MIT.

The optimism one hears in Karachi and Lahore
even withstood a scandal last May, when news broke

that Axact, one of Pakistan’s largest IT companies,
was operating as a fake degree mill. Members of the
tight-knit IT community reacted at first with fears for
Pakistan’s chances to become a major player on the
world’s IT stage. Perhaps those fears acted as a spur
to the authorities, who arrested Axact’s chief within
weeks after the scheme was laid bare.

In any event, three days after investigators raided
Axact’s offices, Naseeb Networks International, a La-
hore-based company that runs the online job mar-
ketplace Rozee.pk, announced that it had won a third
round of investments, worth $6.5 million, from the
European investment firms Vostok Nafta and Piton
Capital, bringing the company’s total venture capital
funding to $8.5 million. It was the latest in a series of
large venture capital investments in Pakistan over the
last year and a half.

Two factors help account for Pakistan’s rapid re-
cent growth as an IT contender. Success stories like
Naseeb’s depend on building a reputation as trust-
worthy, talented players who can build long-term re-
lationships with adventurous investors overseas. “The
single most important reason for us is the entrepre-
neur,” said Greg Lockwood, a partner at Piton Cap-
ital. He singled out Monis Rahman, the founder of
Naseeb Networks, as someone who “has done a ter-
rific job building NNI over the last several years in
challenging conditions for a cash hungry start-up.”

It ranks 1n the upper 10 to 25 per-
cent on Upwork’s listing of
growth rates for top-earning coun-
tries, alongside India, Canada and

Ukraine

In addition, the business model for global IT has
changed drastically in Pakistan in the last five years.
No longer do huge, established entities like Microsoft
engage large, overhead-laden Pakistani companies to
deliver on software contracts that can require years in
development. Mr. Saif says foreign companies now
look for young programmers in three-person busi-
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nesses who create apps “out of their garages or bed-
rooms.” Well aware of Pakistani irritants like unde-
pendable power and Internet connections, and lack
of office space and mentors, Mr. Saif promotes soft-
ware incubators across the country. Plan 9, in Lahore,
is one of the largest, having graduated 66 I'T compa-
nies, five of which are now worth more than $5 mil-
lion. Recently, Jehan Ara, president of the Pakistan
Association of Software Houses, opened The Nest
1/0 in partnership with Google and Samsung in
Karachi, and there are incubators at the Lahore Uni-
versity of Management Sciences and the National
University of Sciences and Technology in Islamabad.

After developing an app in an incubator, a young
IT company can get mentoring from international
companies through a software accelerator like In-
vest2Innovate in Karachi or Lahore, or the Foun-
dation at LUMS. Some mentor over Skype but
many are willing to travel to Pakistan.

“IT entrepreneurs are gritty people,” Mr. Saif
said. “They’ll go out of their way to help other en-
trepreneurs.”

It’s now also faster and easier for foreign com-
panies to acquire the apps these programmers cre-
ate, in contrast with negotiating traditional service
contracts, and Mr. Saif anticipates that such start-
ups will themselves become targets for acquisition
by overseas companies. According to him, venture
capital is the one missing ingredient in an enabling
environment that the government, universities and
software associations are building. Per Brilioth, the
managing director of Vostok Nafta Investment,
agrees. “The macro indicators and demographics
are very strong,” he said, “and the country doesn't
seem to get a lot of investor attention, so valuations
are reasonable."

Those factors — and the rapidity with which
Pakistan’s 200 million people are embracing the In-
ternet on sub-$50 Chinese 3G smartphones — are
markers on which Pakistan’s entrepreneurial lead-
ers pin their hopes for the future. They see prob-
lems like Axact as bumps in the road as Pakistan
builds a haven for IT development.- The writer is the
author of several books of fiction.
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Haier starts laptops
assembling in Lahore

This follows the setting up of the country’s first assembly line in Lahore by Haier Pakistan, in

] f

akistan is well on its way toward achiev-

ing full technology transfer in the man-

ufacturing of laptops, opening the way,

not in the too distant a future, for the
country to join the ranks of technologically ad-
vanced countries. This follows the setting up of
the country’s first assembly line in Lahore by
Haier Pakistan, in collaboration with the Chi-
nese home appliance and electronics giant, the
Haier Group. More than a 100,000 quality lap-
tops will be manufactured at the budding Haier
Pakistan plant and will be rolled off the assem-
bly line by 2016, making the first significant in-
road in to the ever vibrant market for laptops.
As demand continues to grow this development
has the potential to significantly reduce the ever
growing import burden on the nation’s precious
foreign exchange resources.

As of now Pakistan’s laptop imports are es-
timated to be in the region of 300,000 to
350,000 units annuallyamounting to an outlay
of several billion in foreign exchange. Seen in
that context the Haier Pakistan plant with a de-
signed capacity of over 100,000 laptops per
year, can help reduce the laptop import bill by a
whopping one third. Haier Mobile & IT Pak-

Ei facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial
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istan has won the project for the supply of
200,000 units of 2 in 1 detachable laptops to be
provided to deserving students nationwide. Says

Shah Faisal Afridi, Chairman Haier Pakistan:

“local production of high tech, high value goods

through acquisition of technology transfer and

knowhow is the way to go forward”, and adds

that China’s true potential in helping Pakistan

take the high road to accelerated economic de-
velopment needs to be tapped and the onus for
this lies on Pakistan. “Haier Pakistan’s assem-

bly plant is a small example of what can be ®

achieved”, he said.

“The laptop assembly plant in the immedi-
ate and short term has resulted in the creation
of hundreds of jobs and in the years ahead
stands to enable Pakistan to build a pool of a
talented, highly qualified technical work-
force,”said Mr. Zeshan Qureshi, the CEO of
Haier Mobile & IT. Haier has won the project

for PM Laptops Scheme by virtue of which, the §

Federal government will procure 200,000 units
of 2 in 1 detachable laptops from Haier Mobile
& IT. Mr. Qasim Tariq, GM Enterprise Busi-
ness at Haier Mobile & IT, is heading the proj-
ect which will be completed by June 2016. =
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collaboration with the Chinese home appliance and electronics giant, the Haier Group
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Afridi & boxer Amir jointly act
in Warid TVC

It’s interesting to see that Warid has brought another sports superstar on board, and both Shahid and
Amir, will soon be appearing together on television for the first time in Warid’s new commercial

egendary boxer, Amir “King” Khan and
national cricket star Shahid Afridi, will be
tarring together in Warid’s upcoming
'VC which was being shot in a local studio
in Karachi recently. Both sportsmen are known for
their extraordinary prowess and exceptional per-
formance in their respective sports. Shahid Afridi,
as an existing Warid Brand Ambassador, has also
appeared in Warid’s LTE launch TVC in Pakistan.
It’s interesting to see that Warid has brought an-
other sports superstar on board, and both Shahid
and Amir, will soon be appearing together on tele-
vision for the first time in Warid’s new commercial.
Amir Khan, a UK-based Pakistani and world

champion in boxing, is on a visit to Pakistan with
his wife. He recently inaugurated Pakistan’s new
“Amir Khan Boxing Academy”, a project he col-
laborated on with the Pakistan Sports Board. The
academy will train young professional boxers and
coaches and Amir Khan himself will be providing
both equipment and his expertise for this endeavor.
It is a great initiative and will provide young enthu-
siasts with a proper place to learn boxing and de-
velop their skills to compete on an international
level. During his visit to Karachi this week, Amir
Khan also visited philanthropist Abdul Sattar Edhi,
who is hospitalized.

Shahid Afridi, who welcomed his friend Amir

Khan to Karachi, has also visited several places with
the Olympic silver-medalist. Shahid has also made
great contributions towards society through his char-
itable and welfare work. Recently, he is nominated
for being one of the top sportsmen in the country
who donates a significant portion of their income
for social welfare. Being an avid community
worker, he has established ‘Shahid Afridi Founda-
tion’, which aims to support public health, chil-
dren’s development and education while providing
general community support.

This dynamic duo is the new face of Warid,
let’s see how these two perform in Warid’s TV
Commercial.
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obilink donated a state-of-the-art mo-

bile dispensary to Khidmat Founda-

tion, at a handing over ceremony in

Islamabad. This newly delivered vehi-
cle, fittingly titled the mobile dispensary, will be used
by Khidmat Foundation to provide free medical as-
sistance to the rural population around Islamabad
who have a limited access to medical centers, dis-
pensaries and hospitals.

The dispensary houses a qualified doctor com-
missioned by Khidmat Foundation, basic testing
tools for common ailments and stocks of various
medicine. Its areas of operation include Bari Imam,
Pind Sangrial, Alipur Farash, Romali and Loi Bhair.

This move further strengthens the long standing
partnership between the two organizations, which
began back in 2007 when Mobilink Foundation do-

Kimdmat Foundati
Helpline 0300

( /_-
-

Mobilink donates
state-of-the-art mobile dispensary to
Khidmat Foundation

This move further strengthens the long standing partnership between the two
organizations, which began back i 2007 when Mobilink Foundation donated 1its first
mobile dispensary unit to Khidmat Foundation

nated its first mobile dispensary unit to Khidmat
Foundation. Speaking at the ceremony about Mo-
bilink Foundation’s health initiatives, Omar
Manzur, Head of Corporate Communications at
Mobilink stated:

“Our aim with Mobilink Foundation’s invest-
ments in healthcare is very simple - the universal
provision of basic but essential health services to
every needy Pakistani. Towards this end, the Foun-
dation has supported a number of medical institu-
tions across Pakistan through the provision of
hospital supplies and medicine.”

Speaking about Mobilink’s partnership with
Khidmat Foundation, he further added, “Our part-
nership with Khidmat Foundation, a leading
NGO, looks to provide greater impetus towards our
goals and accelerates our initiatives in the health

FlareMagaz
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sector since it allows us to tap in to their large med-
ical facilitation network. We will continue to look
for ways to enhance this partnership for the greater
good of the nation.”

The establishment of the Mobilink Foundation
in 2008 is a reflection of the commitment of Mo-
bilink and its employees towards their host com-
munities. It is the only registered NGO that
belongs to the Telecom Sector and winner of the
GSMA Mobile Award 2013 for its SMS Based Lit-
eracy Program.

The Foundation, working through the spirit of
volunteerism of Mobilink employees, has a mis-
sion to provide improved access to education and
healthcare, developing a clean and green Pakistan
as well as providing relief during times of natural
disasters. m
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Faletti’s Hotel signed MoU to
promote Lahore culture
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The MoU was signed by the Director Operatlons of Faletti’s Hotel Lahore Irshad B. Anjum
& the Director General of Walled City Lahore Kamran Lashari

Faletti’'s Hotel Lahore & Walled City Lahore recently signed an MoU together to promote the rich culture of Lahore. The MoU was signed by the
Director Operations of Faletti’s Hotel Lahore Irshad B. Anjum & the Director General of Walled City Lahore Kamran Lashari.
Exchange the MoU in the hotel's premises along with the Heads of Marketing & Public Relations of both of the organizations.
The management of Faletti's Hotel Lahore also celebrated the Independence Day on August 14, Mr. Irshad B. Anjum Director Operations along with his
department heads invited the in-house guests and all the staff over a high tea, where they cut the cake.
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Samsung sponsors a movie on
national boxing hero "Shah” ' !
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Artistically produced projects like - ‘Shah’ are breathing a new life into the decaying film

industry of Pakistan and inspiring fresh talent in the society - MD Samsung Pakistan

bl 1

ased on the real-life events, struggle
and achievements of Pakistan’s un-
sung hero, Hussain Shah, a biograph-
ical sports movie, ‘Shah’, directed by
Adnan Sarwar is all set to hit the Pakistani cin-
emas and inspire the society with the fiery pas-
sion of the only Olympic bronze medal winner
in boxing from Pakistan. The launch of this
movie has been sponsored by Samsung, the
global technology leader. This mega feature

film highlights the challenges faced by Hussain
Shah, while rising up from a most impover-
ished slum of Karachi, to attain this glorious
stature in the world. Looking at the reviews
and response from the masses, this film prom-
ises to be a block buster.

Samsung Pakistan remains at the forefront

Ei facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

of promoting culture and the human-spirit
through various social development and inspi-
rational initiatives. Going beyond philanthropy,
social entrepreneurship, healthcare, education
and economic wellbeing of the deprived seg-
ments, Samsung has been consistently playing
its role as a highly responsible corporate citizen
of Pakistan.

Following this tradition of promoting social
emancipation, Samsung has once again spon-
sored the mega feature film “Shah”, produced
by the talented and creative young man, Adnan
Sarwar, who has also played the lead-role of
Hussain Shah in the movie.

Samsung is inspired to highlight the
achievements of our immensely talented youth,
like the boxer Hussain Shah, who brought
home the bronze medal after his thrilling vic-
tory in 1988 Summer Olympics, whereby he be-
came the only boxer in the Pakistan’s history to
achieve an Olympic medal in a tough sport like
boxing.

Samsung Pakistan’s MD, J.H. Lee has ex-
pressed his excitement in these words,” We are
utterly thrilled to be a part of this mega proj-
ect, as we can foresee that “Shah” — the movie,
is going excite and the nation and influence
countless lives in a positive way. It will instill
greater ambitions and passion to overcome
life’s demoralizing challenges and emerge as a

= twiltter.com/Mlaremagazinepk Flare Magazine September 2015

winner in today’s competitive world. Projects
like this movie are needed to bring positive
changes in the nation’s mindset, to help them
work hard to realize their true potential and
earn respect and honor among the global com-
munity.”

This movie premiere show was held on 14th
August at Cinestar in Township Lahore, where,

14 15 = 'L_t
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along with Hussain Shah and the cast of this
movie, major celebrities from the showbiz and
sporting world participated enthusiastically,
paying tribute to the boxer and appreciate this
commendable effort by the film’s production
team. m
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Google promotes Pakistan historical
& cultural via Street View Maps

CULTURAL
INSTITUTE,

Lahore Museum, Lahore, Punjab

Address is approximate

“Official partners in the project are a number of non-profit organizations which have been
striving to preserve this unique cultural legacy. These include the Citizens Archive of Pak-

1stan (CAP), Mohatta Palace Museum, Heritage Foundation Pakistan, and more

oogle announced the launch of an ex-

traordinary project for Pakistan to high-

light and promote the country’s cultural

heritage. Over a dozen historical land-
marks have been included to display striking
panoramic imagery — similar to its trademark Street
View.

Official partners in the project are a number of
non-profit organizations which have been striving to
preserve this unique cultural legacy. These include the
Citizens Archive of Pakistan (CAP), Mohatta Palace
Museum, Heritage Foundation Pakistan, and more.

The history of the geographical area that consti-
tutes modern-day Pakistan can be traced as far back
as the Indus Valley Civilization, which sprouted over
5,000 years ago. Since then, the region has witnessed
Aryan, Buddhist, Muslim, Hindu, and Christian in-
fluences. Trading cities such as Moenjodaro and
Harappa developed links with merchants from Cen-
tral Asia, Middle East, and other parts of South Asia,
resulting in a fusion of art, language, and traditions.

Pakistan’s incredibly rich and diverse cultural lin-
eage is undisputed. Currently there are a total of six
locations inscribed on the World Heritage List by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO). These include:

Archaeological Ruins at Moenjodaro

Buddhist Ruins of Takht-i-Bahi

Shalimar Gardens and Fort

Rohtas Fort

Makli Tombs

Taxila

This isn’t Google’s first attempt to promote Pak-
istani culture. Back in 2012, they had signed an agree-
ment with the Punjab government to capture
historical locations and cultural sites in the province.
However, it seems this project takes a much more en-
compassing stance, as it includes locations all over the
country. Their site lists 467 different items available
to view, with ancient relics, paintings, and old coins

all part of the package.

The cultural heritages left by the Aryans, Greeks,
Arabs, Persians and Mughals are easily found across
the country. The ruins from Moen-jo-Daro, Taxila,
Harappa, Gandhara, Thatta and Takht-i-Bahi indi-
cate the existence of some of the most ancient civi-
lizations in Pakistani land.

Other monuments like Lahore Fort, Bashahi
Masjid, Jahangir Tomb, Shalimar Garden, Wazir
Khan Masjid and many other ancient buildings and
architects make Pakistan distinguished for its cultural
heritage.

In another development of Google is that the
Google's Street View allows you to see panoramic
views of streets from your mobile device, allowing
you to "take a walk" along a street so that you can
check out a neighborhood. The latest version of
Google Maps for Android, which happens to be ver-
sion 9.13.0, includes a link to a Street View for your
destination. All you need to do is click on the thumb-
nail at the lower left of the screen to get there. The
thumbnail will appear when you search for an ad-
dress inside the app, or with a long press to the map.

Therr site lists 467 different items
available to view, with ancient
relics, paintings, and old coins all
part of the package

If you already have Google Maps for Android in-
stalled on your device, you can update the app by
going to the Google Play Store and clicking on My
apps. There are some other changes with the update,
including one that allows you to add a missing busi-
ness to the map from the sidebar. And of course, there
are the usual bug fixes that are taken care of with this
update.

The fast access to Street View will certainly come
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in handy when traveling to a neighborhood that
you're not familiar with. While many of you have
seen the Google Street View car in action, other im-
ages come from those taking pictures on foot, by boat
and even by camel.

Google Street View has been almost everywhere
from the bottom of the ocean to the canals of Venice.
But now, for the first time, it's going in literally a new
direction: vertically up.

Google has launched a new set of images for the
360-degree mapping site which cover the 3,000-foot
granite face of El Capitan, the "world's most famous
rock wall" in Yosemite national park.

The search giant worked with climbers Lynn Hill,
Alex Honnold and Tommy Caldwell for the project,
which required ropes and spring-loaded mounts to
make sure the camera would be steady enough to
capture decent 360-degree images, in two separate ex-
peditions.

In the second, climber Alex Honnold clambered
up the sheer face of El Capitan in mere hours, taking
pictures as he went with the help of a photographer.

Caldwell writes: "Alex took the camera and pretty
much ran 3,000 feet up with photographer partner
Brett Lowell. Now, anyone can get the beta (climbing
speak for insider advice) before they climb the entire
route."

The imagery is launched alongside a new
Yosemite Treks page, which lets visitors find out more
about Yosemite, and how climbers manage to climb
the vertical rock wall in the first place.

"Yosemite’s driven so much of my life that I'm ex-
cited to be able to share it with the world through my
eyes," said Caldwell. "These 360-degree panoramic
images are the closest thing I've ever witnessed to ac-
tually being thousands of feet up a vertical rock face
-- better than any video or photo. But my hope is that
this new imagery will inspire you to get out there and
see Yosemite for yourself... whether you travel up a
rock wall or just down the trail." =
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ECONOMY | Flare Report

he country property industry is at the pre-

liminary stages of reaching its zenith in

profitable investments and providing value-

added realty sites, making now a good time
to invest in this blooming economic sector. While it is
fairly easy to own property in Pakistan for both resi-
dents and non-residents, the processes leading to the
execution of a real estate transaction are, however,
gritty and more often than seldom, tiresome. A com-
mon problem in the country’s realty industry is illegal
acquisition of land, overly extended litigation periods
and lack of formal documentation. These shortcom-
ings may well be attributed to the flimsy effectuation
of land reforms from 1970s.

The previous thwarted growth of the real estate
sector of Pakistan could be attributed to a legacy of
the British Raj — the long standing and exceedingly
popular patwari culture in controlling land records
and accounts. Although the system was officially
abandoned with government’s introduction of the
Land Record Management Information System
(LRMIS) in March, 2007, the patwaris still manage to
hold sway in some regions. A patwari is the local
name for an administrative government officer re-
sponsible for maintaining records of crop harvest and
agricultural revenue, land rights and inheritance, trans-
actions including buying, selling and transferring of
land under his area of jurisdiction i.e. the tehsil level.

Exploiting low literacy rates in the sub-urban and
rural vicinities in the majority of the country, the pat-
waris often served their own interests by offering
undue favors to tenants and land owners. Unjust fa-
vors offered by patwaris included facilitating the ac-
quisition of land illegally to help the interest of some
parties, while marginalizing that of others. As a con-
sequence, the property sector of Pakistan is plagued
by endless disputes over land ownership and stake-
holders end up consulting the judiciary, sometimes
spending decades awaiting a decision.

It’s because the judicial processes are frequently
marred by stay orders at every step, ownership of in-
formal and uncategorized documentation and delayed
verdicts. Thus, the real estate activity is further bogged
down by a treacherously slow justice system depended
upon to decide rightful ownership.

With the introduction of LRMIS, the government
has officially alleviated the prevalent patwari culture
with an aim to benefit the entire community of
landowners, especially those from relatively margin-
alized rural regions where livelihoods mostly depend
on land and agriculture. In 2012, Chief Minister Mian
Shehbaz Sharif had inaugurated the first Land Record
Management Information System (LRMIS) Service
center in Lahore. With Land Record Management
and Information System (LRMIS), government of
Punjab digitized all land records of the province, due
to which people get rid of corrupt mafia but it create
conveniences in transfer of properties and getting
Fards. With the inauguration of At LRMIS service
center, and more in pipeline in at least 11 districts of
Punjab, customers will be offered to obtain fard
malkiyat and other relevant documents and details of
a property within 30 minutes, that too without any
mishandling at the hands of Patwaris. Also, transfer of
a property (with verification) can be done within 50
minutes.

Unjust favors offered by patwaris -
cluded facihitating the acquisition of
land 1llegally to help the mterest of
some parties, while margimalizing

that of others

The state of the art digitized land record system,
already being worked at in 11 of the Punjab districts,
will put an end to the vicious patwari system and the
loot and plunder of the land mafia. The operational
staff for Land Record Computerization Project is
being recruited through the Punjab Public Service
Commission without any role of Patwari and Tehsil-
dars. Some dealers and owners of lands have com-
plained that the provincial government has failed to
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Overcoming patwari

culture a real

dilemma

estate

“A patwari is the local name for an administrative government
officer responsible for maintaining records of crop harvest
and agricultural revenue, land rights and mheritance, transac-
tions including buying, selling and transferring of land under
his area of jurisdiction 1.e. the tehsil level”

eliminate ‘patwari culture’ as the computerisation of
land records in Punjab, which was supposed to be
completed in June 2014, has not yet been through in
most of the districts.

The ground situation contradicts the government’s
tall claims made through official advertisements that
the records had been computerised and that the pat-
waris were no longer involved in the issuance of land
deeds. Moreover, the government is exaggerating the
situation through different statements made by differ-
ent provincial ministers that the government has
achieved the target of computerisation of land record
which is also helpful in collection of record revenue.
Sources in the government claimed that service cen-
tres were functioning in 98 tehsils of the province and
the process of computerisation was likely to be com-
pleted by the end of current fiscal year. According to
them, some districts and tensils have achieved 50 per
cent of the target while some have done 70 per cent
work in this regard.

The sources further told that June 2014 was the
deadline for the Revenue Department regarding com-
pletion of computerisation process but despite the tall
claims made by the Punjab government, eradication
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of ‘patwari culture’ from the province would remain
a dream for a long time because of a lot of complica-
tions. Thousands of files are still missing from various
revenue circles and cannot be recovered so far, they
added. The computerisation process had been in
progress since 2013 under the supervision of the dis-
trict administrations and was being reviewed by the
divisional commissioners on the directions of Punjab
chief minister to motivate the officials deputed for the
purpose so that they could speed up the task. All the
divisional commissioners are chairing review meet-
ings regularly, but the target has yet to be achieved.

The insiders told that the Punjab government had
started the project with a view to improving service
delivery and enhancing the perceived level of tenure
security. A project management unit had also been
formed under the administrative control of the Punjab
Board of Revenue, they added.

Giving details about the working, they said the
main objective of initiating this system was to provide
the public with an increased access to land records at
lower transaction cost, through a client-responsive
service; increased security of land titles and collateral
value of land to help boost the economic activity. m
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Ready to take new challenges

=

SYED MAZHAR HUSSAIN
CHRO PTCL

“Syed Mazhar Hussain, is at senior management position int PTCL and actively reshaping the
human resource to make PTCL a vibrant and commercial organization in Pakistan. So far he
1s successful in his mission and leading his department with excellence. Here we are publish-
mng his mterview for the interest of our readers.”

Q. Please tell us about your career profile and
your current role in PTCL?

I started my career back in 1988 and took on
different roles in diverse industries, before I joined
PTCL in 1996 and have spent almost half of my
life here.

For most of my career, my role has revolved
around different areas of Finance including Fi-
nancial Management, Treasury Management, Pro-
curement & Supply Chain, Corporate Affairs,
Corporate Development and Operations until, the
day when I was given the role of Head of HR
some 6 years back. Being assigned the role of
CHRO to a workforce of thousands of employees
is a huge responsibility and I have tried my best to
leave no stone unturned in transforming this de-
partment to a model of excellence. Currently, my
role is primarily focused on creating a SMART
HR department, ready to take on the changing
trends and challenges of the fast changing HR
field.

Q. What was the biggest task in this role?

Imagine, you are given a new responsibility
along with a huge challenge and that too related
with rationalizing the headcount of the organiza-
tion. PTCL was indeed over staffed at that time
and we couldn’t justify that. At the same time, it
was a big decision for employees and their fami-
lies if we had to let go of employees and we tried
our best to make the process lucrative for employ-
ees through the Voluntary Separation Scheme. It
was indeed a tough decision but tough times call
for tough decisions.

Q. Being a CHRO in one of the largest or-
ganizations of the country, how did you steer the
massive cultural shift?

PTCL has gone through a major shift from a
typical state owned body to a competitive, priva-
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tized organization. Unfreezing the old deep rooted
culture and altering the mindset of a state owned
organization was the most difficult task to pull off.
My team had to bring about a 360 degree change
in business processes, policies, organizational
structure with comparatively less management lay-
ers and above all creating awareness and accept-
ability of this major shift within the PTCL family.

Some of the eminent initiatives that we under-
took include trainings to employees pertaining to
mindset transformation and inculcation of val-
ues, implementation of state of the art integrated
performance management system on cloud based
technology called Success factors, revamping of
Employee relations mechanism focused on bal-
ancing the diversity, formulation and operational-
ization of leadership competencies, integrated
communication framework with focal points
spread across the organization, hiring of fresh tal-
ent from renowned universities to add a new
stream of skill-set necessary to bring about change
and most importantly by walking the talk.

Q. How has technology impacted the HR de-
partment of PTCL, are you happy with the
changes that have come along with technology?

Most of our key HR processes are technology
driven and when we talk about creating a SMART
HR at PTCL, technology is one of the most im-
portant element that we focus on. We are success-
fully automating our key HR processes to increase
the efficiency and productivity of our teams and
most importantly the entire organization.

I am proud that we are the pioneers in imple-
menting the integrated performance management
system in the corporate sector of the country.
From self-service online employee portal, e-filling
system, SAP based travel and fleet management
dashboard to learning management systems; we
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have come a long way in upgrading HR processes
to modern and easy to use HR systems.

I must admit that technology has made our
lives simpler at PTCL, and I am very much con-
tent with how we efficiently handle the core
processes of HR after automation.

Q. How is PTCL investing in its talent?

Employee development is one area which is
close to my heart. ‘As you sow, so shall you reap’,
I strongly believe that the more we invest in our
employees, the more they would deliver. Our
learning model encompasses a blend of develop-
ment interventions that are required by our em-
ployees to stay abreast with changes in the market
and deliver high level of performance. Under the
umbrella of Professional Enrichment Program, we
provide various development opportunities to em-
ployees which are not just limited to conventional
in-house trainings, but also include executive edu-
cational programs from reputed academic insti-
tutes, participation in external corporate forums
and conferences, experiential learning and inter-
active sessions which are facilitated by world class
business experts. We have also incorporated new
interactive e-learning platforms like globally rec-
ognized Harvard Manage Mentor in our develop-
ment programs

Q. What key initiatives have been introduced
in PTCL vis-a-vis employee rewards and com-
pensation?

We have in place the best possible incentives to
engage and motivate our employees ranging from
Hajj Scheme, the expenses of which are borne by
the management, Variable Pay Plan for core busi-
ness functions of PTCL and Revenue-based In-
centive schemes aiming to change the strategic
focus of employees towards enhancing the rev-
enues.
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I would also like to mention our very presti-
gious President Business Excellence Awards
which are held every year to recognize Stars of
PTCL who consistently perform above and be-
yond to drive performance excellence. We have
now taken our rewards and recognition framework
to the next level by introducing an E-Reward and
Recognition portal to standardize employee ap-
preciation practices of the company.

Q. How do you perceive the role of women in
the current work arena and how is PTCL capi-
talizing on women empowerment?

I would say that when it comes to talent and
potential, women are no less than men in any walk
of life. As a CHRO of a progressive organization
like PTCL, one of my top most priorities is to pro-
mote women empowerment in the organization.
We are providing pick and drop facilities to our fe-
male employees and are also offering day care fa-
cility to our working mothers.

And T must add here that presence of women
in our senior management cadres is evident of our
inclination towards women development and rep-
resentation at corporate forefront with no glass
ceiling

Q. What is your definition of a good leader?

I don’t think that there is “one size fits all def-
inition” of a good leader, however to be precise a
good leader creates an example of how to deliver
the best and inspires people to follow along the
way.

Q5. How does PTCL engage its employees in
its image building activities?

Our employees are our brand ambassadors.
They actively participate in networking activities
and campus drives at leading universities. We pro-
vide employment opportunities to young gradu-
ates through our one year Triple E Internship
Program; our Triple E interns highlight the image
of PTCL by becoming the proud brand ambassa-
dors.

Moreover, our employees are actively engaged
in different CSR activities including tree planta-
tion and energy conservation drives, relief activi-
ties for IDPs, flood and drought affectees. Our
employees are also contributing for social causes
across the border by participating in global health
campaigns like mHealth Grand Tour supported by
GSMA, Etisalat and some other partners.

Q. A key for future success is an environment
where innovation thrives. How PTCL is engag-
ing its workforce in this regard?

I strongly believe that innovation is the key to
deliver excellence in whatever we do! At PTCL in-
novation is a part of our mission statement and we
live it every day! The way PTCL has evolved its
products and services e.g. 4G LTE EVO, Smartlink
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and Cloud computing solutions etc. is evident of
our innovative culture. We have come a long way
from wireline business to such a diverse portfolio
of offerings. We are constantly on the lookout for
talent that helps us to drive change across the or-
ganization. In addition, we strive and ensure that
our people are empowered to suggest and imple-
ment change.

Q. Any plans implemented to develop and
strengthen the leadership at PTCL?

Yes, we have two structured and specialized de-
velopment programs for different leadership tiers
in place besides the usual trainings that all em-
ployees get. One is for young leaders, titled as
FueL and other program Leadership Excellence is
for our top leaders.

Our FueL (Future Leaders) program is aimed
at enhancing the leadership capabilities of the fu-
ture leaders at the earlier stages of their careers
and thus effectively and efficiently meeting the
strategic business requirements of the company.
Leadership Excellence on the other hand is a high-
impact top leadership development program with
the objective to establish a strong distinctive lead-
ership brand for PTCL and better align company’s
leadership capabilities with the strategic business
vision.

Q. As aleader, what keeps you up all the night
and what is the biggest challenge that you have
faced as an HR professional?

As a leader my biggest challenge is to win the
‘talent war’ in this very tough and competitive busi-
ness environment as it is the human capital which
really makes the difference to the bottom line. And
for me, the talent war does not just mean attracting
the best talent; it is also about giving the best talent
the best environment to prosper. Since we have em-
ployees from different generations, it becomes hard
to sustain a culture of productivity as these different
sets of people have different working styles and dif-
ferent approaches to life, which becomes quite chal-
lenging.

Q. What is your vision for PTCL and what are
the main development projects and challenges
ahead in the years to come?

As a passionate leader, I envision PTCL to be-
come a leading telecom organization in the country
providing unmatched innovative telecom solutions
in wireline, broadband, digital services and cloud
computing catering to the needs of all kinds of cus-
tomer segments across the country.

To fulfill this vision, I am trying to fortify the HR
function to build strategic alignment with business
needs, supported by the right culture leveraging an
integrated talent management approach, anchored
by deep functional and technical knowledge. And, I
am optimistic that with the pace that we are work-
ing, we’ll soon achieve our vision and will delve into
new horizons. =
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Mobilink exclusive partner
launching Samsung Galaxy Note 5
Galaxy S6 Edge+ in Pakistan

f

e

Q- Mobilink

<. Mobilink Exclusively Launches(:;.-.
' sung S6 Edde+ &

Note 5 in Paki-®

_SAMSUNG

\

. 5 A

4

Aamir Ibrahim CCO and Deputy CEO Mobilink and Farid Ullah Jan, Country Head
Samsung at the launch of Samsung S6 Edge+ and Note 5
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Aamir Ibrahim said this exclusive collaboration with Samsung will enhance Mobilink’s 3G
device portfolio in a bid to provide our customers with superior telephony and data services.
The launch of Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge+ and Galaxy Note) enables our customers to use
next generation mobile services on a large screen display with an unprecedented user

.experience and the best data offers on the go

obilink in collaboration with Sam-
sung has exclusively launched the
highly anticipated Samsung Galaxy
Note 5 and Samsung Galaxy S6
Edge+ phablet sized smartphones for customers in
Pakistan. The devices can be pre-booked by visiting
the following link: http://www.mobilink.com.pk/
devices/s6-edge-plus-note-5/ and can then be col-
lected upon payment from the nearest Mobilink
Business Center. The Samsung Galaxy Note 5 LTE
DS 32GB is priced at PKR 82,000 and the Sam-
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sung Galaxy S6 Edge+ LTE 32GB is priced at
PKR 89,999 respectively. Upon purchase of these
devices, Mobilink is offering 12 GB of free mobile
data for 12 months so that customers can enjoy
Mobilink’s superior 3G on one of the world’s most
innovative devices.

Aamir Ibrahim CCO and Deputy CEO Mo-
bilink commenting on this exclusive launch part-
nership, said: "We consistently look to provide
innovative services and products to our customers.
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This exclusive collaboration with Samsung will en-
hance Mobilink’s 3G device portfolio in a bid to
provide our customers with superior telephony and
data services. The launch of Samsung Galaxy S6
Edge+ and Galaxy Note5 enables our customers
to use Next Generation Mobile Services on a large
screen display with an unprecedented user experi-
ence and the best data offers on the go.”

“At Samsung, we believe in the promise that
large screen smartphones can actively address
some major consumer pain points by providing
users with a better viewing experience,” Farid
Ullah Jan, Country Head Mobile Samsung Pak-
istan and Afghanistan.

Farid Ullah Jan said we believe 1n
the promise that large screen
smartphones can actively address
some major consumer pain points
by providing users with a better
viewing experience

The Galaxy S6 Edge+ and Galaxy Note5, both
having a 5.7 inch display, blend form and function
with industry leading features, including: the best
screen technology, the most advanced camera for
high quality photos and videos, the latest fast wire-
less and wired charging, and an incredibly power-
ful processor. With increased 4GB RAM, both
smartphones offer the most powerful capacity and
processing power on the market, enabling users to
enjoy more seamless multi-tasking, keep up with
messages, post updates to social networks faster,
and enjoy graphic-heavy games without suffering
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lag time.

On the other hand, Samsung announced the
global launch of the Samsung Galaxy S6 edge+
and Galaxy Note5. Both devices represent Sam-
sung’s commitment to the big screen smartphone
market, which Samsung boldly pioneered in 2011
with the original Galaxy Note.

Fawad Khan the Brand Ambassador of Sam-
sung Pakistan quoted “As expected Samsung has
raised the bar by launching two new smartphones.
The 5th generation of Note comes with some ex-
citing features. It has been a privilege to have been
part of the Samsung Note 5 unpacking event in
New York” m
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Hardliner Narendra Modi government
formally registered a protest against the f
signed $46 billion China-Pakistan Economic

Corridor. India has also expressed its concerns

about China routing its corridor through
Kashmir, but Chinese President Xi Jingping ‘.
had dismissed these objections, describing the

economic corridor as “a commercial project.”
India is aiming to destabilize Pakistan by
creating artificial shortage of water in
Pakistan which may lead to a chaotic

situation in the country.

arendra Modi 1s the first Indian prime min-
1ster to visit UAE in 34 years. He wrapped up
his two-day visit with the speech at the Dubai
Cricket Stadium to an estimated 50,000 In-
dians, among them a diverse crowd of Muslims and
Hindus, who work and live in the Arab country.

With around 2.6 million Indians living in the UAE,
Indians not only outnumber the local Emirati popula-
tion, but also comprise around a third of the total pop-
ulation in the UAL, a federation of seven emirates that
includes Dubai and Abu Dhabi.

"The UAE said that they will support India in our bid
for a permanent seat for the UN Security Council," he
told the audience as they erupted in applause and cheers,
many waving the Indian flag. "India should get the per-
manent seat in the Security Council."

Modi met Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum and held talks with Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. Modi
said in his speech at the stadium that the crown prince
vowed that the UAE would invest $75 billion in India.

The money would be distributed through the estab-
lishment of the UAE-India Infrastructure Investment
Fund, which will support the building of railways, ports,
roads, airports and industrial corridors, according to a

Jjoint statement released by the crown prince and Modi.

They also agreed to boost trade by 60 percent over
the next five years. India is the UAE's second-largest trad-
ing partner and the UALE 1s India's third largest, behind
the U.S. and China, according to the Indian Embassy.
Trade between India and the UAE reached $60 billion
last year.

The joint statement said the visit by the Indian prime
minister marks the beginning of a new and comprehen-
sive partnership between the UAE and India.

"In the past, relations between the two governments
have not kept pace with the exponential growth in rela-
tions between their people or the promise of this part-
nership," the statement said, adding that the pair agreed
to "chart a new course in their partnership.”

AIRLINK COMMUNICATION

They also agreed to strengthen defense cooperation
through regular exercises and training, and manufactur-
ing defense equipment in India.

Modi, who has come under fire for his party's links
to hardline Hindu groups, kicked off his visit with a tour
of Abu Dhabi's Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, where he
also visited the grave of the country's founder.

Modi, a Hindu like most of India's 1.2 billion peo-
ple, has long had an uneasy relationship with his coun-
try's roughly 120 million Mushims. His nationalist Hindu
party swept elections and he was sworn in as prime min-
1ster in May of last year.

Modi wrote on this official Twitter account that the
UAE government agreed to allot land for a Hindu tem-

The mternational community
has built an opinion on the ba-
sis of their perceptions that the
Indian efforts to dry up Pak-
1stan as nearly 3200 dams and
barrages had been constructed
in India in Occupied Kashmur.

ple in Abu Dhabi, which he called "a great step." There
1s already one Hindu temple in nearby Dubai.

Modi toured Masdar City, the site of a renewable en-
ergy and sustainable technology project in Abu Dhabi,
and also met with members of the UAE's wealthy Indian
business community.

Annual Indian remittances from the UAE are esti-
mated at $14 billion. Indians are among the largest in-
vestors in UAL. real estate, and have helped make Dubai
International the busiest airport globally for mterna-
tional transit passengers, with more than 950 weekly
flights between the two countries.

However, the Indian Embassy says that half of the
2.6 million Indians working in the UAL are lower-wage
migrant laborers. Many hold construction jobs, building
the UAE's dazzling skyscrapers and shopping centers.

Modi visited a labor camp in Abu Dhabi where
50,000 migrant workers live, around 40 percent of them
Indian. He met briefly with a few hundred Indian work-
ers at the camp, shaking hands and listening to their
struggles and requests, including lifting transfer taxes on
remittances.

India and the UAE will enhance cooperation in
counter-terrorism operations, intelligence sharing and ca-
pacity building. They plan to work together for the adop-
tion of India’s proposed Comprehensive Convention on
International Terrorism in the United Nations.

Pakistan was the first country to recognize UAL. af-
ter it attained independence m 1971 and the last 40
years have seen the strengthening and diversification of
bilateral ties and close friendship between the two coun-
tries.

UAE agreed $45 billion will be invested in Pakistan
for various construction projects, which is the biggest and
historical investment in Pakistan. Abu-Dhabi group has
previously made huge and investments in Pakistan by the
establishment of Bank Alfalah, Warid Telecom and
Wateen Telecom.

Pakistan has traditionally maintained very close re-
lations with the UAE. However, strains appeared in
April this year when UAE’s Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Dr Anwar Mohammed Gargash criticized Pak-
istan’s “ambiguous stand” over Yemen conflict.

The GCC countries lead by Saudi Arabia and the
UAE had requested Islamabad to join the military strikes
against Houthi rebels in Yemen. Islamabad, toeing the
line of Turkey and Oman, decided to stay neutral in the
contlict. The Parliament passed a resolution asking the
government not to take sides in the conflict. Saudi Ara-
bia and the UAL, Pakistan’s closest allies, expressed dis-
may at Islamabad’s decision.
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Diplomatically Pakistan has done little to alley Abu
Dhabi’s apprehensions about its stance on the Yemen
conflict. The country’s top political leadership has fre-
quented to the UAE but not officially. These visits by
senior politicians have mostly been private pleasure trips
to their villas in Dubai. Pakistanis have some of the
largest investments in UALE’s property market. Many top
government officials, including Pakistan’s finance min-
1ster, are believed to have huge personal business stakes
in the Emirates.

The Abu Dhabi royal family, the Al Nahyans,
reached out to New Delhi about three months ago about
re-orienting the traditionally distant government-to-
government bilateral relationship. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi made it clear that the seven members of the
United Arab Emirates, of which Abu Dhabi is the most
powerful, would need to tack explicitly against terrorism,
mmplicitly agamnst Pakistan.

After the UAL signalled acceptance, a state visit by
Modi was put on fast track. This was big time: The
UAE was one of the three closest international friends of
Pakistan and the offshore financial centre of Islamabad’s
establishment. It had been one of three countries that
had recognised the earlier Taliban regime. Mumbai
bomber Dawood Ibrahim rested and invested in Dubai
without hindrance.

If the UAE was ready to see India as more than a
source of cheap labour, the repercussions would be
strongest mside Islamabad.

In the Indian view, the UAE was making this geopo-
litical shift for three reasons.

One, the UAE was among the Sunni Arab states that
is worried about the ascendancy of Iran and the Shia
populations of west Asia. They had long maintained a
close tie with the Pakistani military and political class to
tap their money, but also as a gun for hire.

‘When the Pakistan National Assembly rejected a re-
quest by Saudi Arabia and the UAE to send Pakistan
troops to quell a Shia rebellion in Yemen, the sheikh
rulers of both countries were livid. The Saudis warned

of repercussions. The Abu Dhabi royal family’s re-
sponse was to sidle closer to India.

Two, the Abu Dhabi royals and other emirati rulers
have been increasingly of the view that UAE needed to
change its image as a safe haven for terrorism, gangsters
and so on. Singapore or Hong Kong should be the fu-
ture of a place like Dubai.

This, in turn, meant reducing the unsavoury ties that
the UAE had with Pakistan’s seamier side. It also meant
reworking ties with India whose economic potential
seemed to be greater than almost any other emerging
economy. That Dubai is the main offshore financial de-

pository for wealthy Indians and Indian firms -- and the
amounts involved probably dwarfed what their Pakistani
counterparts were storing there - no doubt bringing the
sheikhs on board.

Third was a growing concern, widespread among all
the Gulf sheikhdoms, that the geopolitical balance in
their region was becoming more unstable and hostile to
their interests. Bringing in other outside powers into the
region, especially powers that already had strong eco-
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nomic and cultural ties with the Sunmi Arab states, thus
made sense.

The most important geopolitical shift in the Gulf has
been the return of Iran, a country that is slowly freeing
itself from years of sanctions, being left with a recessed
nuclear weapons capability and still wanting to be the
dominant Gulf power - on a foundation of Shia religious
resurgence. The UAE, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia have
been at the forefront of regional attempts to contain this
Iranian re-emergence. This coupled with a growing US
disinterest in maintaining the balance of power in the
Gulf has suddenly made countries like India and
China of greater interest to the emirates.

India 1s a medium term gamble for them -- it has
so far stayed away from playing an active role in Gulf
geopolitics and been careful to engage with everyone
in the country. But one worth playing. Taking a tough
stance on Pakistani terrorism, however, 1s understood
by the UAE to be a necessary prerequisite for engag-
ing India strategically.

It 1s not clear if New Delhi has worked out a co-
herent strategy for the new state of affairs in the Per-
sian Gulf. But it recognises that opportunities are aris-
ing as the geopolitics of the area starts to shift -- and
India is exploiting these opportunities to further its
economic interests and its desire to isolate Pakistan
and discredit its use of terror.

It 1s a lot closer to getting Iran to develop the
Chhabahar port and the North-South corridor so that
India gets a surface transport route to Afghanistan and
central Asia. It has now used a similar opening to get
UALE to issue a joint statement which has clause after
clause attacked terrorism and, implicitly, Pakistan’s
differences with India. Besides the various clauses on
counter-terrorism and its finance, this “XVI. Call on
all nations to fully respect and sincerely implement
their commitments to resolve disputes bilaterally and
peacefully, without resorting to violence and terror-
1ism” sounds almost like an endorsement of India’s
Kashmir line. =
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More viable solar
tech & investments to
reduce energy Crisis

“Inam-ur-Rahman, CEO Reon Energy Limited states: “The
increasing viability of solar power 1s soon expected to make
1t the most attractive energy solution for businesses. Effective
policies should be 1n place to facilitate and fund such renew-

. 2
able energy investments”

akistan is located in a region with ample
sun energy that makes it suitable to utilize
solar power technologies to overcome the
energy crisis. The largest businesses today
are effectively making use of solar energy to power
their operations. Solar energy can now be an af-
fordable and practical contributor to our country’s
energy needs. Reduced capital expense has made it
really attractive for industrial and corporate users
alike. It helps reduce long term operating costs, pro-
vides a reasonably predictable supply of electricity
and is a complete hedge against market fuel price
volatility. It further helps companies accomplish
their carbon targets — something that is very impor-
tant in the competitive global environment. Inam-
ur-Rahman, CEO Reon Energy Limited states:
“The increasing viability of solar power is soon ex-
pected to make it the most attractive energy solution
for businesses. Effective policies should be in place
to facilitate and fund such renewable energy invest-
ments.” Reon Energy Limited is the renewable en-
ergy division of Dawood Hercules Limited - the
single largest private sector energy provider in Pak-
istan.
As countries and economies move towards
adopting renewable energy, the regulatory environ-

E1i facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial
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ment and the availability of funds become the two
largest challenges. One has to follow the successful
models adopted in developed, as well as developing
countries, to see how renewables, especially solar
can be jump-started in Pakistan. We now have well

As countries and economies
move towards adopting renewable
energy, the regulatory environ-
ment and the availability of funds
become the two largest challenges

documented examples of how this freely available
natural resource can be turned into a major driver
for the economy. The one thing that Pakistan needs
at this juncture are companies with strong service
backup facilities helping the sector grow rapidly. No
one wants to spend a large amount of money and
be worried that the solar company will not be there
next year.

Corporate commitments have helped drive re-
newable energy investments in Pakistan. Various
companies have risen over competitive capital allo-
cations, and short term inconsistent policies to se-
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cure funding for renewable energy projects. Solar
Energy Project at Wah Nobel Limited is a remark-
able example of our industrial sector’s commitment
to strengthen renewable energy resources. Various
renewable energy companies have emerged over the
last decade, that are now playing a vital role in pro-
viding reliable and cost effective solutions to the
buyers.

Financial institutions and international develop-
ment organizations must play a significant role, to
help the renewable energy industry advance beyond
its nascent stage in Pakistan. For sustainable long
term economic growth, it is imperative that policy
makers enable programs that support the energy de-
mand of large scale businesses. It is also necessary
for corporations to set time-bound renewable energy
targets for creating self-sustaining ventures. Such in-
terventions at various levels shall surely help the
country evade the looming energy crisis.

Recently, Reon Energy Solutions took a mega
step in energy abundance with the groundbreaking
of the IMW Solar Power Project at Wah Nobel
Chemicals Ltd. The IMW project demonstrates
Reon's expertise in high scale solutions to meet in-
dustrial requirements and Wah Nobel Group's com-
mitment of adopting innovative technologies.

Reon has completed a host of successful projects
countrywide with its solar and biogas energy solu-
tions making a difference in numerous business
fields such as telecom, health, education, agriculture
and industry.

"The growth in this sector is driven through part-
nerships," said Inam-ur-Rahman, CEO Reon En-
ergy Solutions. "And our company is the most
reliable long-term partner for renewable energy so-
lutions in the country."

It is remembered that the around 22 solar power
projects having a cumulative capacity of 772.99
MW are under different stages of development and
can achieve commercial operation by 2015-16.These
projects will achieve commercial operation by stip-
ulated period subject to availability of Grid by Na-
tional Transmission & Despatch Company (NTDC)
Limited Pakistan and announcement of tariff by
National Electric Power Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA).

Sources at Alternative Energy Development
Board (AEDB) said the department is pursuing and
facilitating the development of Alternative and Re-
newable Energy (ARE) based power projects
through private sector.

The Renewable Energy (RE) power projects
based on wind and solar energy are being developed
by private sector on Independent Power Producer
(IPP) mode.

Moreover, the sources said two wind power proj-
ects of 49.5 MW and 56.4 MW capacities respec-
tively are operational while three wind power
projects of 150 MW capacities in total are under
construction and expected to be completed this year.

They said another thirteen wind projects having
a cumulative capacity of 680 MW are at advance
stages and ready to achieve financial closing in 2014.

The sources said Alternative Energy Develop-
ment Board (AEDB) is promoting use of solar tech-
nology at domestic level for electricity generation
adding that the private sector is already using solar
energy for domestic use for self-consumption as
there is no restriction or licensing requirement.

The RE Policy allows consumers to avail fea-
tures like Net-Metering and Wheeling of Energy
which require interconnection with the grid, they
said and added the implementation of such
schemes, however, requires regulatory framework
enabling the domestic, commercial and industrial
users to carry out net-metering and wheeling using
solar energy.

The AEDB has also prepared draft rules for dis-
tributed generation, covering electricity generation
from solar at domestic level, and submitted the same
to NEPRA for announcement.

The NEPRA, being the regulator, is the con-
cerned agency for developing regulatory framework
including incentives. m
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I fell in love with
hotel industry:
Waheed Murad

HOTEL
CROWN PLAZA
E A H & B E

MR. WAHEED MURAD

(.M Hotel Crown Plaza,

“Flare panel talks to Waheed Murad, GM, Hotel Crown
Plaza, Lahore, who says that the potential 1s huge but the law
and order situation needs to be improved. Unfortunately,
tourtsm has never been a preference for our governments.
Though, all of us travel abroad but never get together for the
development of this important industry in Pakistan. Most of
the ime, we are concentrating on the local tourism and not

any of the mnternational one

Flare: Please share few words about your aca-
demic and professional life?

‘Waheed Murad: I have done my Masters in Eng-
lish Literature from Punjab University Lahore, Mas-
ters in Business Administration from Government
College University, Lahore. I have also done Diploma
in Hotel Management, Services’ Excellence certifica-
tion from LUMS, Certificate in Entrepreneurial Mar-
keting theory and Practice and European History from
Nationalism to Globalization from the Utrecht Uni-
versity, Holland.

As regards to my professional career, I have strug-
gled a lot to reach this position. I am a specialist person
in my trait, and has developed myself from rank and
file staff to supervisory and then to the management
position. I have over fifteen years experience in Hotel
Industry.

Flare: How did you start your career?

‘Waheed Murad: As an ordinary employee who
wanted to rise. I am like most of the Pakistanis a pro-

fessional by default not by design. During my student
days, I used to work in the evening shifts in hotels to
meet my needs and that was the time, when I fell in
love with this industry.

I strongly believe that “how to meet people” should
be your strength in life and one must learn this art as
quickly as possible. You do not find a place like a hotel
where you are paid to meet people. Remember, there
is no harm to be a professional by default as long as
you do not believe in short cuts.

Flare: Have you had to face any challenges in
your career to get to where you are  today?

Waheed Murad: Yes, lots of, in comparatively
smaller property, as a General Manager you would
have more challenges in terms of availability of re-
sources and guest traffic volume. Yet, guest expecta-
tions are just as high in any five-star property.

Flare: What do you like the most about your job?

‘Waheed Murad: I feel that the General Managers’
office should be a university for his employees and a

4 facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial
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good General Manager should listen. When people
come to me and I try to teach them or guide them for
better results, I like this part of my job. In this way, I
have overcome my frustration.

Flare: What are the biggest achievements in your
career for the last few years?

Waheed Murad: From the business point of view,
becoming a General Manager with Hotel Crown
Plaza, Lahore was a proud moment. I progressed at
my own, I never worked with any of the superstar of
the industry but still look I am right in the competition
with the same zest and fervor.

Flare: How do you see future of hotel & restau-
rant sector in Pakistan?

‘Waheed Murad: Well. Things are quite acceptable,
lot of people are getting into this business in these days.
Even few gigantic business groups are showing their
interest into this industry which is a good omen for all
of us. I sincerely hope that the future of the Hotel and
Restaurant sector would be a good one.

Flare: Any tough decision you have taken in your
career?

Waheed Murad: Yes, I preferred to nurse my
mother instead of serving abroad since I am the only
son of my parents. I was due to join a hotel abroad but
due to the sudden death of my father rushed back. I
think that was a very tough decision of my life. But I
believe that there is a theory of incompleteness runs
with you, sometime you have the education but no ex-
posure and sometime people have the exposure but do
not have the quality education. I am proud, i do this to
care my dear mother.

Flare: The tourism industry in Pakistan has been
affected by the political turmoil in recent years, how
much potential do you see for hospitality industry in
Pakistan and what are the challenges here?

‘Waheed Murad: Potential is huge but the law and
order situation needs to be improved. Unfortunately,
tourism has never been a preference for our Govern-
ments. Though, all of us travel abroad but never get to-
gether for the development of this important industry
in Pakistan. Most of the time, we are concentrating on
the local tourism and not any of the international one.

Flare: What hopes and aspirations do you have
for Hotel Crown Plaza?

Waheed Murad: I am highly thankful to Hotel
Crown Plaza for providing me with a chance to be
known as a top professional in Pakistan. I am very
committed to make this hotel more acceptable at the
corporate level. Our reputation as an organization is
far better than our competitors.

Flare: How does Hotel Crown Plaza keep its
competitive edge while providing services to other
companies in the country?

‘Waheed Murad: Of course through the quality of
the staff, today is an era of huge competition every-
where. The modern executives should not be more
worried about learning check in check out or serving
the guests, though it is very important but they should
learn how to handle their people who will create com-
petitive edge for them in the market.

Flare: How do you define good leader or a good
manager?

‘Waheed Murad: I am a hands-on person and ac-
tively coaching my staff on being better all the time,
and do the right things. I like to have interaction with
the team, the more I share with them, and the more I
touch them in some way. I like an up-and-down ap-
proach rather than traditional top-down approaches to
staff interactions.

Flare: How do you spend your leisure time?

‘Waheed Murad: Most of the time with my family,
my daughters and to know more about my subject. I
am a footballer and play football and exercise. I per-
sonally feel, that education train your mind and exer-
cise makes you healthy and you become matchless.

Flare: How to project Pakistan’s positive image
across the world?

‘Waheed Murad: I feel films are a true medium to
send a soft image of Pakistan. Pakistan should work
hard to establish their film industry to show the world
that we are a soft country. We should invite teams to
Pakistan and organize few events and matches in-
stantly to throw a very soft image of Pakistan. m
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o far Pakistan has signed 30 Letters of Intent
of 1760 megawatts for wind power projects,
Energy Purchase Agreement (EPA) and Im-
plementation Agreement (IA) signed by 12
IPPs of 706.4 MW. Five projects 255.4 are opera-
tional and nine projects of 500 MW have achieved
Financial Close and are under construction. 11 proj-
ects of 800 MW have applied for the award of Tariff.

Flare talks to Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Al-
ternative Energy Development Board (AEDB)
Amjad Ali Awan. During the interview, he shares
some very important information regarding the wind,
solar and energy projects.

The Government of Pakistan has tasked the
AEDB to ensure 5% of total national power genera-
tion capacity to be generated through renewable en-
ergy technologies by the year 2030. In addition, under
the remote village electrification program, AEDB has
been directed to electrify 7,874 remote villages in
Sindh and Baluchistan provinces through ARE tech-
nologies.

About AEDB success so far

So far Pakistan has signed 30 Letters of Intent of
1760 megawatts for wind power projects, Energy Pur-
chase Agreement (EPA) and Implementation Agree-
ment (IA) signed by 12 IPPs of 706.4 MW. Five
projects 255.4 are operational and nine projects of
500 MW have achieved Financial Close and are
under construction. 11 projects of 800 MW have ap-
plied for the award of Tariff by National Power Reg-
ulatory Authority (Nepra). On the basis of available
wind data, about 3000 MW of capacity will be de-
veloped in the next five years.

He said that his organisation is more focused on
designing a sectoral response for increased govern-
mental ownership of renewable energy initiatives. He
said that through stakeholder engagement and ca-
pacity building, AEDB will work towards addressing
energy issues which are institutional in nature.

He elaborates about project execution, environ-
ment and incentives for local and foreign investors.
Renewable Energy Policy is in place that gives thor-
ough roadmap of project development, procedures,
and incentives and defines the role of stakeholders in
a concrete way. Standardized security agreements
(EPA and IA) for Wind, Solar and biomass/bagasse
co-generation projects made available.

Detailed resource mapping for wind, solar and
biomass resources being carried out by Energy Sector
Management Assistance Program (ESMAP) of the
‘World Bank.

Quality standards enforced to restrict the import
of sub-standard solar equipment being introduced.
No customs duty or sale tax for machinery equip-
ment and spares meant for the initial installation or
for BMR and expansion of RE projects.

About incentives for Renewable Energy Projects

Exemption from income tax, including turnover
rate tax and withholding tax on imports is a big in-
centive for investors. Repatriation of equity along
with dividends freely allowed, subject to rules and
regulations prescribed by the State Bank of Pakistan.

Parties may raise local and foreign finance in ac-
cordance with regulations applicable to industry in
general. GoP approval may be required in accordance
with such regulations. Permission for power genera-
tion companies to issue corporate registered bonds.

About Role of AEDB as a one Window Entity

Standard bankable project agreements available
Guaranteed Power Purchaser Permission to issue
shares at discounted prices to enable venture capital-
ists to be provided higher rates of return proportion-
ate to the risk.

Permission to issue shares at discounted prices to
enable venture capitalists to be provided higher rates
of return proportionate to the risk.

Permission for foreign banks to underwrite the
issue of shares and bonds by private power compa-
nies (IPPs) to the extent allowed under the laws of
Pakistan.

To another question, he said that the companies
of wind, solar and alternate energy projects have
given proposals to the government after financial
guarantee, issue a letter to the company by AEDB.
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We are at war to
overcome energy Crisis

AMIAD ALI AWAN
CEO AEDB

“Amjad Ali Awan is a man of principle and being an honest and
dedicated public servant, the government has given him a key
post of CEO AEDB. The government has given him task to find
out the sources to overcome the power crisis through renewable
energy projects and bring foreign in Pakistan. He thinks

Pakistan 1s 1n state of war to combat climate and energy woes.

‘Within no time, it issues letter to the investors of re-
newable energy projects because it is very easy and
convenient method introduced by the department.

About AEDB process to move ahead

He further said that when the AEDB receive any
request letter for the project, it called all departments
for negotiations and suggestions.

AEDB strictly follows three major rules and reg-
ulations before issue of the letter or NoC to the proj-
ect. First, there is no Wapda grid station or
transmission near the project, it should be free envi-
ronmental health hazards and safety of the residents
living in adjourn area than Nepra authority issues the
power generation licence to the company when
AEDB issues the Letter of Support. After issuance of
the Letter of Support it gives 12 months as timeframe
including financial guarantee.

About Solar power high tariff and prospects

He also explains that tariff of solar power in-
creasing for the purpose of boost up foreign invest-
ment. In Pakistan, the capacity of solar power
increasing day-by-day. Due to increasing capacity of
solar there is an urgent need to establish solar panel
and batteries factories.

He answered the question, in our country, espe-
cially Sindh we produce 34K-40K MW from wind
energy. Pakistan is the best place for solar energy
because of summer and sunny weather, and we
will produce a lot of electricity. For example the
Government of Punjab started 1000 MW and
working effectively for the completion of project
efficiently.

i Flare Magazine September 2016
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About major issues of alternative energy

The first crucial issue for the energy crisis is
transmission line and infrastructure development.
This is the responsibility of government to provide
transmission line to projects. Second crucial prob-
lem is tariff and government is taking serious ac-
tions. Government is trying to set the tariff of solar
this could help to boost the investment in Alterna-
tive Energy Power Plants.

He said that the production of wind energy and
solar energy give more benefits, this energy easily
produce in our country. Alternative Energy Power
Plants are future technology and our board re-
sponsibility to encourage the investor and also re-
move hurdles in the path of these projects, and also
give one window help services for the start of proj-
ects. He said more that we are supporting stake-
holders for enhancing and encouraging foreign
investment. The present government and Federal
Minister for Water and Power Khawaja Muham-
mad Asif are exemplary options for the promoting
of alternative energy.

Alternative Energy Development Board
(AEDB) is the sole representing agency of the
Federal Government that was established in May
2003 with the main objective to facilitate, promote
and encourage development of Renewable Energy
in Pakistan and with a mission to introduce Al-
ternative and Renewable Energies (AREs) at an
accelerated rate. The administrative control of
AEDB was transferred to Ministry of Water and
Power in 2006. =
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old prices just rose to a three-week record.

But why? Look no further than Beijing to

get your answer. China devalued its cur-

rency two times last month, first by 1.9%
and then a further 1.6%. Tremors were felt across
global financial markets following this latest news, as
investors and analysts attempted to figure out what
this meant. Sifting through the chaotic swirl of opin-
ions and financial moves is one discernible trend in
investor behavior; they are running from risky invest-
ments and parking their wealth in precious metals
such as gold and silver.

Beijing’s move came on the back of its recent
trade balance report, which shocked global markets
with the fact that for the month of July, China’s ex-
ports declined by an astounding 8.9% year-over year.
Export numbers declined to $190 billion. The coun-
try’s trade surplus tanked by eight percent to $42.3
billion, as all indications point to a real slowdown in
the Middle Kingdom'’s economy.

Other cracks are appearing, with the country’s
producers feeling deflationary pressure. China’s pro-
ducer parity index (PPI) surprised analysts by falling
5.4% in the last year, compared to an average 4.7%
year-on-year decline in the first seven months of this
year.

Translation: production is declining, and fast.

This is bad news for Chinese investors, as all of
their yuan-denominated assets have now effectively
been devalued. Facing this devaluation and specula-
tion of further cuts to come in the value of their
money, where does your average investor turn?

China’s Currency Devaluation Rewrites Gold
Price Outlook

In steps, gold is the safe haven for parking your
liquid cash during an unpredictable point in the stock
market. This is a classic crisis phase in which gold’s
simple utility becomes obvious to all but the most un-
informed.

Have Chinese citizens already begun to hoard the
yellow metal? It’s difficult to tell, but many of them
have certainly wizened up to the abrupt and heavy-
handed monetary policies of their government. The
proof is in the pudding, as they say, and gold just ex-
perienced a five-day rebound to close at a three-week
high.

But China’s effect on gold prices could have a long
way to go still. Here’s how things might unfold in the
coming weeks and months.

The People’s Bank of China (PBoC) lowered its
interest rate four times since last November, and such
rate cuts are likely to keep coming. There is even the
possibility of their printing more yuan, increasing the
physical money supply but putting inflationary pres-
sure on purchasing power. The result of either or
worse, both moves, would put even more negative
pressure on the Chinese currency and cause people
to flock to gold

The country’s trade surplus
tanked by eight percent to $42.3
billion, as all indications point to
a real slowdown 1n the Middle
Kingdom’s economy

Could other countries follow suit?

Following its currency devaluation, China has es-
sentially made its products less expensive relative to
other global exporters, and cheaper to purchase with
foreign currency such as U.S. dollars. This will have
the effect of boosting China’s limping exports, while
Chinese citizens will simultaneously find foreign ex-
ports more expensive and demand for them will
drop.

But this is not a secret strategy or complex eco-
nomic meta-strategy. What's to stop other export-ori-
ented economies from following China’s example
and devaluing their own currencies to stay competi-
tive?

This is called a currency war. And while it sounds
good on paper, it’s essentially a race to the bottom
where everyone loses.
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“Beijing’s move came on the back of its recent trade balance

report, which shocked global markets with the fact that for

the month of July, China’s exports declined by an astounding
9

8.9% year-over year

What is Our Gold Price Forecast for 2015?

‘What does it mean for investors when currency is
decreasing in value? Commodities that retain value
during deflationary periods, most especially gold, are
the safest place to put their money. Wealth preserva-
tion takes centre stage, as investors rush to buy gold
and silver, driving their price up.

Will this delay the Federal Reserve’s interest
rate hike?

Because China is the United States’ second-
largest trade partner, this devaluation in the yuan
could have significant effects on trade flow between
the two. Put simply, an artificially weak yuan and ris-
ing U.S. dollar could put a substantial dent in Amer-
ican multinationals’ profit margins.

Don’t believe me? The stock market certainly
does. The Dow Jones, NASDAQ, and S&P 500 have
all been falling for several days now, as markets are
adjusting to this latest news from China.

But how will the U.S. Federal Reserve react to all
of this? Speculation abounds, of course, but some
hard facts are worth mentioning. If the Fed decides
to raise interest rates, this will all but certainly raise
the dollar’s value, making it even less competitive in
international trade.

A delay in the interest rate hike is a bullish sign
for gold, as investors will seek to shift their money

i Flare Magazine September 2016
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into something stable for the time being. Further-
more, if the stock market keeps on declining, gold
should attract more investment due to its historic safe
haven status.

If the interest rate must be raised at some point,
what does mean for gold?

Again, all signs point to a bull market. The first
area to be affected when the interest rate is raised is
the stock market, which has become far too com-
fortable in a climate of low interest rates. Much of
the growth seen since 2009 has stemmed from these
conditions, and once the rate is raised, a great deal of
volatility could erupt.

It’s at this point that gold will really shine, serving
as the financial bedrock for investors looking for
something stable.

Forecast for Gold Prices in 2015

At this point you might be thinking about invest-
ing in gold, and you’re certainly not alone. Lots of
smart investors have woken up to where the econ-
omy is headed, and are looking to diversify their
portfolio with gold.

But where should you begin? Luckily, our top an-
alysts have written special reports to help you make
the most informed decision. Check out our special
FREE report, “A Golden Opportunity for Stock
Market Investors.” =
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Mobilink partners with LUMS to
enhance entrepreneurial eco-system

“The telco 1n collaboration with LCE will scout, mentor and provide sustenance
to LCE’s next cohort of 12 to 18 prospective business startups. This extension of
support to young entrepreneurs 1s being carried out by Mobilink under their
‘Make Your Mark’ (MYM) mitiative with the objective of helping young people

obilink and LUMS Center for Entre-

preneurship (LCE) have signed an

agreement whereby, the telco in col-

laboration with LCE will scout,
mentor and provide sustenance to LCE’s next co-
hort of 12 to 18 prospective business startups.
This extension of support to young entrepreneurs
is being carried out by Mobilink under their
‘Make Your Mark’ (MYM) initiative with the ob-
jective of ‘helping young people shape their fu-
ture’. The partnership will see Mobilink support
LCE by providing financial and non-financial as-
sistance to help them in their pursuit of support-
ing the enhancement of the entrepreneurial
eco-system in Pakistan.

The MoU signing ceremony, between LUMS
and Mobilink, was attended by Sohaib Arshad,
Manager Corporate Responsibility Mobilink, Dr.
Ahsan-ul-Haq, acting VC LUMS, and Khurram
Zafar, Executive Director LCE, along with the
top management of LCE and currently incubated
start-ups at the Center.

Speaking about this incubator support initia-
tive, Omar Manzur stated, “Our commitment to
nurture and cultivate emerging talent is a funda-
mental element of our CSR approach and ex-
tends out to significantly contribute to nurturing
young entrepreneurs who place enormous value
on innovation, have cutting-edge ideas and are
willing to take risks. We look to lessen their chal-
lenges and overcome road-blocks through our
years of experience, comprehensive business con-
sultancy and mentorship.” He further added,
“The initiatives planned under our ‘Make Your
Mark’ program will offer support to a variety of

shape their future”

LI

Dr Ahsan-ul-Haqg, Acting VC LUMS (L) and Sohaib Arshad, Manager Corporate Responsibility, Mobilink at the MoU
signing between Mobilink and LUMS for entrepreneurship for the enhancement of the local entrepreneurial ecosystem.

Since LUMS Center for Entrepreneurship
began its program, it has mentored and groomed
over 80 entrepreneurs and the startup businesses
have created a total of over 120 direct and 350+
indirect jobs. The combined annualized revenues
of the startups based on last month's figures is ap-
proaching $250,000. These startups have also
raised nearly $600,000 in investment from local
and foreign investors. Moreover, the combined
valuation of the businesses at which these start-
ups have raised money at, or have had investor

beneficiaries to tackle the socio-economic chal-
lenges in Pakistan. The ultimate aim of MYM is
enabling a generation of educated and tech-liter-
ate young people to help themselves, their com-
munities in a bid to drive growth in the broader
economy.”

term sheets offered, is over $5 Million. With its
third batch in the final phase of its graduation,
LCE is currently accepting application for its
fourth batch.

Khurram Zafar, Executive Director of LUMS

com/FlareMagazineOfficial

» twitter.comfMaremagazinepk

Center for Entrepreneurship, while speaking
about this partnership with Pakistan’s leading
Telco, stated, “We look forward to continue to
scout and support passionate Pakistani entrepre-
neurs in collaboration with Mobilink and its
Make Your Mark initiative. The shared vision
both organizations have to bolster entrepreneur-
ship in Pakistan will go a long way towards
strengthening this partnership over the long haul.
‘We are thankful to Mobilink for the support it has
extended.”

The ‘Make Your Mark’ initiative, launched by
Mobilink recently, is a key element of Vimpel-
Com’s corporate responsibility strategy. It aims
to provide young people with technology tools,
support and mentoring, and in some cases access

The ulttmate aim of
MYM is enabling a gen-
eration of educated and
tech-literate young peo-
ple to help themselves,
their communities 1 a

bid to drive growth mn
the broader economy

to basic education, to help them tackle these chal-
lenges at an individual, community and national
level — to shape their future. Under the Make
Your Mark umbrella, Mobilink has also part-
nered Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy, Institute
of Social and Policy Sciences, and GuarantCo
and is working on expanding its mLiteracy pro-
gram to reach out to an additional 3750 rural fe-
males in addition to establishing state-of-the-art
ICT labs. m
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Flare: Tell us a little about yourself?

Saima Naeem: I am Saima Naeem, serving as
Country Manager at Panda Security Pakistan since
2005. After I completed my MCS and MBA joined
Panda Security in 2003.

Now Alhamdolillah, we are serving as a hub for
providing helpdesk services to Pakistan and more than
nine countries in Middle East.

Flare: What do you like the most about your job?

Saima Naeem: It is an honor for me to contribute
in the efforts to keep Pakistan online with the peace of
mind. It is not just hardcore selling and solution that I
have to supervise, but I have also to be ready to lead
end-to-end projects.

Flare: What sorts of things have you done to be-
come better qualified for your career?

Saima Naeem: Being a woman entrepreneur, I had
many challenges that I could not overcome with the
support of my family, my husband Naeem Akhtar,
who is Head Technical in Panda Security have a great
contribution as well as my two daughters have always
been very caring and supportive.

I completed my studies after marriage and even my
kids were at their early ages, they contributed their time
while I was building my career blocks.

Flare: Describe how your position on a group
project contributed to your team’s goals. What is the
team’s goals and mission?

Saima Naeem: A woman’s natural leadership style
is mentor-leadership and collaborative. I always want
to empower my team members. Although it is an
honor for me that I am here for key decision making
role, but I do my best to keep the motivation alive in my
team.

It is a continuous phenomenon that needs daily re-
visiting, improvement and keeps the team full of en-
thusiasm.

Flare: What do you do when you are faced with
an obstacle to an important project? Give an
example.

Saima Naeem: Every project is a challenge in it-
self, Examples!!!! We cannot share as we are account-
able for not publishing our secured customer’s names!

Flare: What role has Panda Security Pakistan
played in the software industry?

Saima Naeem: At Panda Security Pakistan, we try
our level best to keep a remarkable combination of
high technical knowledge, best customer services and
a practical approach to problem solving for home &
corporate users solving product and malware related
incidents.

Flare: What is expected in the software industry
policy 2015-16?

Saima Naeem: A great supportive approach is re-
quired for software industry in Pakistan.

It needs special attention, so that we can be the ben-
eficiaries of modern automation within the country
also, rather than only serving the foreign companies
and the eventual beneficiaries are the already devel-
oped nations.

Flare: How successful are the Panda Security
Pakistan shows and what do they achieve?

Saima Naeem: Since 2003, we have achieved a
great fall in Piracy rate. Our approach is to improve the
IT security of the home and corporate users.

Our cloud Antivirus is totally free, all other corpo-
rate products are cloud based and are offering one
month free trials. We never try to impose solution or
compare with the competitors; rather we offer the full
featured demos along with complete guidance to im-
prove the IT threats situations.

Flare: Where does the company see itself in the
next years?

Saima Naeem: We are very hopeful in the coming
days, as the importance of the IT & data security has
increased in Pakistan.

Flare: What is the status of Panda Security
Pakistan in the market?

Saima Naeem: Globally the company has more
than 30 million customers, and in Pakistan, we have a
good repute in consumer as well as corporate market.

Flare: Was a Product & Services like Panda Se-
curity Pakistan needed in the Pakistani market?

Saima Naeem: Yes, of course, there was need of
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Panda Security is
ploneer in anti-malware

“Flare Panel talks to Saima Naeem, Country Manager at
Panda Security Pakistan, who says we try our level best to
keep a remarkable combination of high technical knowledge,
best customer services and a practical approach to problem
solving for home & corporate users solving product and

. . b))
malware related incidents

an organization in Pakistan providing quality anti-mal-
ware products, along with the state of the art technical
support.

Also in a developing nation like us, need of the
hour is to get higher up in IT Sector,

It is not just about virus protection, it is about major
activities of life, Clean and Threat Free Internet keeps
our ATM Machines working for us, keep our precious
personal and business data secure, keep our online
Hospital, Aviation, Education, Government Systems
online, and thus alive!

Our solutions are cloud based, from laptop to next
generation firewalls, gate defenders that act as first line
of defense against external attacks.

Adaptive defense is one of its kind unique tech-
nology that prevent zero-day attacks and advanced per-
sistent threats.

Flare: In what ways can Panda Security Pakistan
become even more useful for security enthusiasts?

Saima Naeem: Panda Security has always been the
leader in innovation. During the last four months,
Panda Security has obtained the best rate protection in
the Real World Protection Test by Av-Comparatives. It

Flare Magazine September 2015

is an independent laboratory, so the conclusions drawn
from the tests are really important. In these tests, Panda
participated with our free antivirus, Panda Antivirus
Free, and successfully detected and blocked 99% of the
threats.

The new 2016 Consumer Solutions range by
Panda Security is finally available! In an increasingly
global and multi-device environment, the 2016 Con-
sumer Solutions range is designed to make the digital
world easier and more secure. From the most basic to
the most advanced, offer multiplatform protection,
providing service on Windows (including Windows 10
compatibility), Android, Mac and even antitheft for
iPhone and iPad.

Mac systems and iOS devices are also becoming
victims of attacks and threats. Therefore, the new 2016
Consumer Solutions range includes Panda Antivirus
2016 for Mac, a complete protection against viruses
and other Internet threats for Mac users. It offers up-
dates, quarantine and the possibility to analyze your
10S devices from your Mac. The entire range includes
an app for 10S that allows for the remote location of
the device in case of loss or theft. m
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okia is hiring software experts, testing

new products and seeking sales partners

as it plots its return to the mobile phone

and consumer tech arena it abandoned
with the sale of its handset business.

Once the world's biggest maker of mobile
phones, the Finnish firm was wrong-footed by the
rise of smartphones and eclipsed by Apple and Sam-
sung. It sold its handset business to Microsoft in late
2013 and has since focused squarely on making tele-
coms network equipment.

Now Nokia boss Rajeev Suri is planning a come-
back. He must wait until late 2016 before he can
consider re-entering the handset business - after a
non-compete deal with Microsoft expires - but
preparations are underway.

The company has already dipped its toe into the
consumer market; it has launched an Android
tablet, the N1, which went on sale in January in
China and days ago unveiled a "virtual-reality cam-
era" - heralding it as the "rebirth of Nokia".

It has also launched an Android app called Z
Launcher, which organises content on smartphones.

Meanwhile its technologies division has adver-
tised on LinkedIn dozens of jobs in California,
many in product development, including Android
engineers specialising in the operating software
Nokia mobile devices will use.

Nokia had also planned to lay off about 70 peo-
ple at the division but a company source said that
the figure had since been halved.

Nokia itself is not giving much away about its
preparations, beyond saying some staff at the 600-
strong technologies division are working on designs
for new consumer products, including phones, as
well as in digital video and health.

But it will not be easy to claw its way back to rel-
evance in the fast-changing, competitive mobile
business where Apple has been scooping up nearly
90 percent of industry profits, nor for it to carve out
a place in electronics.

One ace Nokia that holds is ownership of one of
the mobile industry's biggest troves of intellectual
property, including patents it retained after selling
its handset business. It does not want to waste such
resources, built up with tens of billions of euros of
investment over the past two decades.

It will also get an injection of talent when it com-
pletes the $17 billion acquisition of Alcatel-Lucent,
announced in April, in the form of Bell Labs - a U.S.
research centre whose scientists have won eight
Nobel prizes.

It says it will not repeat the mistakes of the past
of missing technology trends, being saddled with
high cost and reacting too slowly to changing con-
sumer tastes.

To blunt such risks, it is seeking partners for
"brand-licensing" deals whereby Nokia will design
new phones, bearing its brand, but - in exchange for
royalties - will then allow other firms to mass-man-
ufacture, market and sell the devices.

This is stark contrast to its previous handset busi-
ness which in its heyday manufactured more phones
than any other company in the world and employed
tens of thousands.

It has also launched an Android
app called Z Launcher, which
organises content on smartphones

Suri said recently that Nokia aimed to re-enter
the mobile phone business, but only through such li-
censing agreements. It will not fall back on the "tra-
ditional" methods, said the CEO, who took the helm
last May and has turned it into a slimmed down,
more profitable company. He sold off its mapping
business a week ago.

Such brand-licensing deals - as Nokia has struck
for the N1 tablet - are less profitable than manufac-
turing and selling its own products, but also less
risky. They can add a tidy sum of revenue for little
investment for the company, which generates the
bulk of income from selling telecoms network
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Nokia plans to return
mobile phone market
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“Once the

world's biggest maker of mobile phones, the

Finnish firm was wrong-footed by the rise of smartphones and
eclipsed by Apple and Samsung. It sold its handset business
to Microsoft in late 2013 and has since focused squarely on
making telecoms network equipment”

equipment to operators like Vodafone and T-Mobile.
"They want to be innovative and seen as a com-
pany with long-term vision in the (tech) industry
and having a foot in devices plays into this impres-
sion, even if it's not bringing massive revenue at the
outset," said Gartner analyst Sylvain Fabre.

Brand-licensing models are not new in the in-
dustry; European companies like Philips and Alca-
tel have made money from consumer electronics by
licensing out their brand after capitulating to Asian
competitors more than a decade ago.

But given the crop of newcomers like China's Xi-
aomi and India's Micromax, it may not be possible
for Nokia to reproduce even the minor successes
that Philips and Alcatel were able to achieve by rent-
ing out their brand.

Flare Magazine September 2016

With advances in contract manufacturing and
standardisation of software, components and fea-
tures like touch-screens, it is also easier than ever for
companies to outsource everything to produce
lookalike phones.

"We only see this competitive pressure intensify-
ing in coming years," said CCS Insight mobile ana-
lyst Ben Wood. "Barriers to entry in the handset
market are lower than ever and almost anyone can
enter the smartphone market.

The strength of the Nokia brand - crucial to the
success of such licensing deals - is also open to de-
bate.

The company says its brand is recognised by four
billion people. But, after being consistently ranked
as one of the world's top-five brands in the decade
up to 2009 according to market researcher Inter-
brand, it has since nose-dived and now looks set to
disappear from top 100 lists.

"A brand is quickly forgotten if it is absent from
the consumer business," said former Nokia execu-
tive Anssi Vanjoki, a professor at Finland's Lappeen-
ranta University of Technology.

"The brand will not help much if the product is
similar to what is already being sold out there. But
if there is something new and interesting to it, the
old heritage may be helpful." m
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Hailer Pakistan aims to set up
smartphones plant locally

“The Haier team expressed the increased usage and demand of smartphones after 3G/4G
launch 1 Pakistan, there 1s a dire need of a smartphone manufacturing facility in the coun-
try. To considering the demand Hailer now interested 1n establishing a smartphone manu-

facturing plant in Pakistan~

aier Pakistan is planning to open a smart-

phone manufacturing plant in Pakistan,

this was revealed during the meeting of a

delegation of Haier Group led by its
CEO Haier Mobile Zeeshan Qureshi with Anusha
Rehman, Minister of State for IT and Telecom held in
Islamabad recently.

The Haier team expressed the increased usage and
demand of smartphones after 3G/4G launch in Pak-
istan, there is a dire need of a smartphone manufac-
turing facility in the country. To considering the
demand Haier now interested in establishing a smart-
phone manufacturing plant in Pakistan.

The delegates further said that they don’t want to
import mobile phones but focus is on the transfer of
technology in the country so that they could manu-
facture their own products within Pakistan.

Ministry of Information Technology and
Telecommunications (MoITT) and Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) are to facilitate Haier in
establishing Pakistan’s first smartphone assembly line
before the end of the year. A high level meeting with
Ms. Anusha Rehman assured a delegation of Haier
that presented their plan that following the successful
auction the business friendly government is keen to
promote local assembly and manufacturing of smart-

phones in Pakistan. Haier has already successfully es-
tablished laptop assembling plant in Pakistan few
months back. Haier Pakistan is currently producing
refrigerators, deep freezers, washing machines, home
air conditioners, commercial air conditioners, televi-
sion sets, microwave ovens and other small appliances

in a special economic zone (SEZ) on the outskirts of
Lahore.

Now the company has showed keen interest for
producing a wider range of smartphones in the coun-
try. This plan to establish an assembly plant for smart-
phones is beneficial for overall economic progress of
Pakistan as with this affordable smartphones will be
soon available in the market.

In this regard, a meeting held at the Ministry of
IT & Telecom also attended by PTA, all agreed, to
work on facilitating the process towards achieving the
goal for local assembly by end of the current year and
eventually fully fledged manufacturing of Smart-
phones in Pakistan.

The main agenda of the meeting was to focus on
the plan for setting up local assembly line for assem-
bling mobile phones in Pakistan and that it should in-
clude more clarity of SKD policy and tax exemption
to facilitate investment in Pakistan to enable support
job creation and technology transfer.

In this regard, a meeting held at the Ministry of
IT & Telecom also attended by PTA, all agreed, to
work on facilitating the process towards achieving the
goal for local assembly by end of the current year and
eventually fully fledged manufacturing of Smart-
phones in Pakistan. =

Panda Security offers solutions to
protect the devices and information

“Saima Naeem, Country Manager, Panda Security Pakistan informed the media about the
various packages introduced by the Panda Security Pakistan and she claimed that the Panda
products best other than companies products”

anda Security Pakistan has introduced vari-
ous consumer solutions to its customers in
Pakistan and worldwide during the Press
conference held in Lahore.

Saima Naeem, Country Manager, Panda Security
Pakistan informed the media about the various pack-
ages introduced by the Panda Security Pakistan and
she claimed that the Panda products best other than
companies products.
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“We want the user to be able to perform any ac-
tivity on the Internet without worrying about cyber
criminals, malware or inappropriate content," explains
Saima Naeem, Country Manager (Pakistan) at Panda
Security. “Not all users are experts or have the same

needs. Therefore, we offer various solutions that pro-
tect the devices and sensitive information of the user
and his family.”

The new range of 2016 consumer solutions from
Panda Security is now available as Panda Gold Secu-
rity 2016, Panda Global Protection 2016, Panda In-
ternet Security 2016, Panda Antivirus Pro 2016,

" Pande Securily Pakisten

Panda Mobile Security 2016, Panda Antivirus for
Mac 2016, and Panda Free Antivirus 2016 make up
the portfolio of Panda solutions for user protection on
all devices. In an increasingly global and multi-device
environment, the 2016 Consumer Solutions range is
designed to make the digital world easier and more se-
cure. It allows you to hop and browse online safely;

4 facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

B twitter.comflaremagazinepk

protects families against inappropriate content; keeps
identities and confidential information safe. The mon-
itoring and optimizing of different devices is now eas-
ier than ever with the new Panda products.

Data Shield to prevent the stealing of information
relating to the devices. In addition Panda Global Pro-
tection 2016 and Panda Gold Protection 2016 allow
for the safeguarding of files so no one can access
them. Protection of Wi-Fi networks to display the

computers on the network and detect intruders. It also
allows for network audits to check its safety and po-
tential vulnerabilities, and to block access from un-
known computers. m

Flare Magazine September 2015
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Sundar Pichai to Satya Nadella
Indian-origin CEOs
at global tech
companiles

“The recent overhaul by Google has led Pichai to become
the latest entrant in the list of Indian-origin executives serving
as the head of industry-leading tech companies. It was only
last year when Nokia and Microsoft appointed India-born Ra-
jeev Sur1 and Satya Nadella, respectively, as CEO”

ith Larry Page moving to head the

new company Alphabet, Sundar

Pichai, a long-time Google execu-

tive who most recently served as
the company's senior vice president of products,
will now head Google as its new CEQO.

The recent overhaul by Google has led Pichai
to become the latest entrant in the list of Indian-
origin executives serving as the head of industry-
leading tech companies. It was only last year when
Nokia and Microsoft appointed India-born Rajeev
Suri and Satya Nadella, respectively, as CEO.

Nokia appointed Rajeev Suri to head the new
company after it sold its ailing mobile phone unit
to Microsoft last week. Suri joined Nokia in 1995
and has held a wide range of leadership positions
in the company. He is a graduate from the Mani-
pal Institute of Technology, and took over as
Nokia CEO on May 1, 2014.

Microsoft named Satya Nadella as its new
CEO in February 2014. Nadella, has worked at
Microsoft for over 22 years.

Shantanu Narayen is President, chief executive

Ei facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial
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officer, director of Adobe Systems. He joined
Adobe in January 1998 as Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager of engineering technology group. In
January 2005, Narayen was promoted to President
and chief operating officer, and effective Decem-
ber 2007, he was appointed Chief Executive Offi-
cer and joined Board of Directors.

Sanjay K Jha is chief executive officer of Glob-
alFoundries. Appointed in January 2014, Jha has
strong executive experience in the technology in-
dustry, most recently as chief executive officer of
Motorola Mobility Holdings, and its subsidiary
Motorola Mobility.

Francisco D'Souza is Cognizant's CEO and a
member of the Company's Board of Directors. He
joined Cognizant as a co-founder in 1994 - the
year it was started as a division of The Dun &
Bradstreet Corporation.

Harman International Industries develops,
manufactures and markets audio products and au-
tomotive electronics systems. Dinesh Paliwal was
named president, chief executive officer (CEO)
and vice chairman, effective July 1, 2007.

i Flare Magazine September 2016
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Talwalkar was appointed LSI President and
CEO and elected to the company's board of direc-
tors in May 2005.

Sundar Pichai's recent promotion to the CEO
of Google is anything but a surprise — at least for
one former employee.

An ex-Googler who requested to remain
anonymous said Pichai has shown that he's "CEO
material" over the past few years. This person left
the company recently after working at Google for
several years.

"If you look at how he's kind of risen with
Chrome, and then getting Chrome and Android,
and being able to grow a lot of that under his
tenure, it was very clear to anyone that he was
being groomed for CEQ," this person said, who
previously worked with Pichai. "It's not a surprise
to me."

Sundar Pichai started at Google in 2004, when
he was hired as the vice president of product man-
agement for Chrome. Over the years he's gained a
ton of responsibility at Google, and in October he
was put in charge of most of Google's core prod-
ucts, including Maps, Search, and commerce in
addition to Chrome and Android.

Earlier, Google announced a major change to
its structure: Larry Page will lead a new company
called Alphabet that's more broad and contains a
bunch of Google companies such as Life Sciences.
Google is now a subsidiary of Alphabet, and
Pichai is Google's new CEO.

From what we've heard, it sounds like Google
employees have been excited about working with
Pichai for years.

Pichar was put in charge of most of
Google's core products, including
Maps, Search, and commerce 1n
addition to Chrome and Android

"People kind of gravitate towards him," this
person said. "I don't know what it is, it's kind of
like there's this weird gravitational pull, but peo-
ple want to work with him. And it's not just engi-
neers or product. The marketing people respect
him. Larry respects him, the entire leadership."

This is likely because Pichai is excellent at get-
ting to the point, and Googlers feel like they can
learn a lot from him. Here's how our source de-
scribed a meeting with Pichai in which they re-
viewed a script for a presentation at Google I/0
about three years ago.

He's just very good at asking the right ques-
tions. He uses his words very wisely in the sense
that there's no fluff with his words. It's not like he's
blunt; he's eloquent to the point that every word
matters and has impact, and he asks questions that
way. It's actually at a point where he would ask a
serious of questions and it would be really in-
sightful for any of us to think about...He just has
this ability to take all of these disparate things or
grasp tons of information, but then be able to dis-
till it into the one or two points that actually mat-
ter. He can do that with anything I've seen.

Sundar Pichai was born in 1972 and grew up
in Chennai. An IIT Kharagpur alumnus, he later
attended Stanford for MS and Wharton for his
MBA. Pichai’s father was an engineer with GEC.
Before he joined Google, Pichai worked in engi-
neering and product management at Applied Ma-
terials and in management consulting at
McKinsey & Company.

Pichai joined Google in 2004 and was the driv-
ing force behind Google Chrome browser and the
Chrome OS. Initially, Pichai started with handling
the ‘Google’ search toolbar in the upper right cor-
ner of Web browsers, well before the launch of
Google’s own browser. This was the time when
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer was still dominant
across the world. The success of the Google Tool-
bar, was what helped build his reputation at the
company. =
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Flare: What role do you feel the automobile in-
dustry has played in the growth of Pakistan's econ-
omy in the past years?

Raja Murad Khan: We have witnessed that Pak-
istan’s economy has grown tremendously in the last
year. As in May, the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) itself stated that Pakistan has made “significant
progress” and that the economy is steadily growing at
over 4% per year with the demand for cars domesti-
cally increasing by 20% since last year. All of this, cou-
pled with a lower interest rate I think it could be a very
strong driving force for the economy.

Flare: How do you think this growth will be pro-
jected in investor and consumer behavior?

Raja Murad Khan: Moody’s Investors Service
raised Pakistan’s credit rating from stable to positive on
the back of the country’s improving macroeconomic
indicators. This upgraded outlook, I strongly believe,
can only further improve investor’s confidence.

From the consumer's perspective, inflation in Pak-
istan has been on a consistent downward trajectory, re-
sulting in the slowing of the food price hike and forcing
the State Bank to reduce interest rates (the base dis-
count rate in PK). This, we can see, has led to increased
lending for those with higher disposable income and
increased spending on automobile and related pur-
chases.

Flare: How do you foresee the online car market
in the country?

Raja Murad Khan: I recently came across the
Nielsen survey according to which, 78% of online con-
sumers in Pakistan plan to buy a new or used cars in
the next two years. Our own research shows more and
more usage of the internet in car buying behavior from
multiple socio-economic segments, so I remain very
optimistic of continued growth.

Flare: What factors do you think are the main
drivers of car demand in Pakistan?

Raja Murad Khan: Research suggests a vast ma-
jority of people want to buy a new car in Pakistan. I
personally back its findings by my own experience
when it says that, aside from
financial reasons, the love
of driving is the strongest trigger in buying cars. Own-
ing a car for efficiency and practicality (81%) or as a
status symbol (67%) are the main drivers that will in-
fluence future automotive demand in Pakistan.

Flare: Do you feel these drivers will be sufficient
to fuel more demand of cars?

Raja Murad Khan: Pakistan has a massive popu-
lation and a very young one of that, with an improv-
ing economy many more new consumers will come
into the car buying financial bracket, cars and motor-
cycles will be even more affordable with better and
more cost effective financing options.

Flare: Do you expect an increase in the demand
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Role of auto sector in
the growth of Pakistan
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RAJA MURAD KHAN

Managing Director, Carmudi Pakistan

“Raja Murad Khan, Managing Director, Carmudi Pakistan
during the iterview with Flare said car financing 1s a major
factor that we are counting on which 1s currently estimated at
309%, compared to 5% 1n the previous few years, thanks to the
lowest interest rates seen 1 forty-two years”

the rise. Along with the healthy growth in the auto sec-
tor due to an increasing per capita income, an im-
proved agricultural sector and an overall healing of the
economy, car financing also gradually picks up. Car fi-

aid the car demand in the past?

Raja Murad Khan: Car financing is definitely
among the major contributors. From July 2014 to
March 2015, consumer financing posted a growth of
around 6% percent compared to around 10% the year

Raja Murad Khan is the Managing Director for Carmudi |
Pakistan which is a Rocket Internet backed venture.
Previously Murad was part of a private education network
where he rolled out over 200 private schools where he
incorporated modern day educational technology tools,
Murad has also founded his own businesses including a
furniture manufacturing company in Lahore.

Murad 15 a graduate of the Inshtute of Business
Administration in Karachi and previously studied at
Aatchison College Lahore. Murad 15 a g vintage car
enthusiast and has restored a number of cars in his college

days and loves outdoor sports, .
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for cars in the near future?

before. Within consumer financing, auto loans in-
creased by 20%. The increase is largely due to high de-
mand for new models, plus amended regulations
which permit banks to finance cars up to nine years
old. Car Financing has helped those people who oth-
erwise would find it extremely difficult to own a vehi-
cle. Owning a car in a heavily populated city, like
Karachi, is now a necessity. Car Financing services of-
fered by banks in Pakistan are of high quality and have
played a big role facilitating car sales.

Flare: What effect has Consumer Financing had
on the auto industry?

Raja Murad Khan: Basically, the Monetary Policy
as a whole has an extensive effect on financing condi-
tions in Pakistan as it affects the cost and accessibility
of credit. Due to the rapid decline in oil and com-
modity prices, demand for vehicles in Pakistan has
gone up and has had a trickledown effect on the de-
mand for car financing in the country. Overall, we have
noticed that the rise in interest rates and the non-avail-
ability of consumer finance has adversely affected the
growth of the auto industry. Nearly two-thirds of lo-
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Raja Murad Khan: We saw that car sales in Pak-
istan hit a high in 2012, and now we see that they are
beginning to increase once again. We expect that this
trend will continue since consumer lending is also on

E1i facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial
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nancing is a major factor that we are counting on
which is currently estimated at 30%, compared to 5%
in the previous few years, thanks to the lowest interest
rates seen in forty-two years.

Flare: To what degree, has car financing helped

Flare Magazine September 2015

cally manufactured vehicles sold during 2006 and 2007
were made on auto finance. Now, with the macroeco-
nomic indicators stabilizing and recent cut in interest
rate by the State Bank of Pakistan, we hope that fi-
nancial institutions will become proactive in offering
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India reveals world's 1lst totally
solar-powered airport

“Kerala’s Cochin International Airport has become the first airport in the world
that would be running fully on solar power”

erala’s Cochin International Airport Ltd
(CIAL) has become the first airport in the
world that would be running fully on
olar power. The airport officially com-
missioned a 12 MW solar project on Tuesday.

The state’s chief minister Oomman Chandy
commissioned the project constructed on 45 acres
near the cargo complex of the airport. The project
was executed by Bosch Ltd at a cost of Indian Rs.62
crore in about six months.

Once in operation, the project is estimated to
generate about 50,000 units of electricity daily. This,
coupled with an existing 1 MW solar plant com-
missioned in 2013, which was upgraded from a 100
KW plant set up in the same year, will be enough to
meet all power requirements of CIAL, said an air-
port spokesperson.

In fact, CIAL expects the plant to generate more
power than what is required for the airport. It has
entered into a pact with the Kerala State Electricity
Board (KSEB), the state-run utility, for feeding
power produced from the station to the power grids
of the board. The power would be brought back
from the board as per the requirements of the air-
port and any additional power would be sold to
KSEB.

Based on installed capacity, CIAL is the largest
project which has been executed by the Bosch En-
ergy and Building Solutions team in India till date,

said Steffen Berns, president of Bosch Group India
and managing director Bosch Ltd in a press state-
ment.

CIAL director A.C.K. Nair said switching to
green energy is almost equivalent to planting 3 mil-
lion trees or not driving 750 million miles, as the air-
port would be able to cut carbon-dioxide emission
from coal-powered power plants by 3 lakh tonnes
over the next 25 years.

Sixteen years into operation, CIAL was the first
airport to be constructed in public-private-

partnership model in the country. It is also the only
airport company that has handled more than five
million passengers in a year in Kerala, as per its an-
nual results reported in 2015.

The airport also plans to tap more into the green
energy sector in Kerala, a state that has no lack of
vast natural resources and has suitable weather con-
ditions to harness renewable energy. CIAL has al-
ready floated a proposal before the government to
construct floating solar power plants on the water
bodies of the state. m

Mobile threats prevalent in
cities for tourists

“Tmmes Square in New York City 1s the riskiest place for tourists using a mobile
device, according to a new analysis from mobile threat defense company Skycurer”

<ol M e "‘l ]
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n its report, Skycure analyzed the presence of
mobile threats and high-risk networks at the 50
locations included on Travel & Leisure’s Most-
Visited Tourist Attractions list and identified the
prevalence of actual threats within 25 square miles
from each site from June 2014 to June 2015. If more
than one attraction was within the same 25 square
mile area, the most popular destination was used.
Among the most dangerous locations for mobile
users were destinations in large cities, such as New
York, Paris and San Francisco, as well as three sepa-
rate Disney Parks, including the Magic Kingdom in
Florida and Disneyland in California.
"Unfortunately for mobile tourists, the most mag-
ical places on earth can sometimes be the most dan-
gerous," said Skycure CEO Adi Sharabani. "When

E1i facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

you're in a high-traffic area like these famous desti-
nations, you're a target for hackers. Unlike your com-
puter, your phone is always on, even when you're
taking in the sights.”

The locations safest for mobile users were those
that had limited connectivity or other mobile use re-
strictions, such as the Taj Mahal in India and the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park in Tennessee.

In a separate analysis of Threat Intelligence data,
Skycure found that the average monthly rate of threat
encounters for all mobile devices was 25 percent. Fur-
ther, on a monthly basis, approximately 41 percent of
Android users will encounter a threat compared to 19
percent of 10S devices.

According to the report, the most frequent threats
identified were SSL decryption attacks, which allow

™ twitter.comMaremagazinepk . REEIERNEN IR 2 T T gl b 1
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hackers to capture personal and work information
even in a session the user believes is secure. The re-
search also revealed cases of SSL stripping, which
downgrades secure URLs (https) to non-secure URLSs
(http) and allows hackers to gain access to private in-
formation and communication.

To minimize the threat of a mobile attack, Sky-
cure advised device users to avoid free Wi-Fi net-
works, update their devices to the most current
operating system, read any warnings that may appear
on their device and do not proceed if the threat is not
understood, disconnect from the network if your
phone behaves strangely and employ the services of a
mobile security app.

The top 15 tourist attractions with the highest mo-
bile risk are:

1. Times Square, New York City, NY

2. Notre Dame Cathedral, Paris, France

3. Disneyland Paris, Marne-la-Vallee, France

4. Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, CA

5. Ocean Park, Hong Kong

6. Las Vegas Strip, Las Vegas, NV

7. Hollywood Walk of Fame, Hollywood, CA

8. Union Station, Washington DC

9. Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Boston, MA

10. Disneyland Park, Anaheim, CA

11. Navy Pier, Chicago, IL

12. St. Peter's Basilica, Vatican City

13. Grand Palace, Bangkok, Thailand

14. Disney World's Magic Kingdom, Orlando, FL

15, Pike Place Market, Seattle, WA
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WhatsApp gets another update,
adds various skin tones to emoji

“User has to open the chat and tap on the contact name at the top. It will show user the op-
tion for setting custom notifications. From here, user can set custom notification tones, man-
age pop-up notifications, choose notification light colors and caller ringtones

opular instant messaging service WhatsApp
has received a new update (version
2.12.250), bringing in new features. It in-
clude new emojis, different skin tones for
emojis, custom chat notification options for individ-
ual chats, marking chats read/unread, lower data
usage for WhatsApp calls, and much more. Although
many of these features were available in the beta ver-
sion, this update brings the new features to all What-
sApp users. One of the most useful features rolled out
by WhatsApp in this update is the ability to set cus-
tom notifications for each chat. To do this, user has to
open the chat and tap on the contact name at the top.
It will show user the option for setting custom notifi-
cations. From here, user can set custom notification
tones, manage pop-up notifications, choose notifica-
tion light colors and caller ringtones. User can also
choose to mute an individual chat from here. In ad-
dition to this, user can tap and hold on any chat from
user chat list interface to mark it as read or unread.

Choosing different skin tones for Emojis is avail-
able for a selected few emojis. User can identify them
by looking for a small arrow next to them. To choose
the skin tone of own choice, tap and hold on the par-
ticular emoji to view all of its options. In addition to
this, Whatsapp has introduced a bunch of new emo-
jis like vulcan salute, the middle finger, etc.

Another good feature is the ability to lower data
usage during WhatsApp calls. This can be done by
going to the ‘Chats and Calls’ option under Settings.
It can be handy for users on limited mobile data
plans. There is a slight improvement to available op-
tions regarding receiving contacts on WhatsApp. Pre-
viously, WhatsApp only provided options to add a
contact to user phonebook. Now, if a contact is pres-
ent within WhatsApp chat lists, user can communi-
cate with it directly, without having to save it to the
phone's contact list.

Meanwhile, WhatsApp Web has finally arrived
on iPhone, finally letting people send messages from
their computer almost half a year after the same fea-

Ei facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

ture was launched on Android. The feature allows
people to access and send their WhatsApp messages
from inside the browser, and was first launched in
January. But it didn’t appear on the iPhone — likely
because of the company’s concerns about privacy,
and ensuring that it remained focused on mobile
phones. But now it seems that it is rolling out the
functionality to iPhones, quietly and on a user-by-user
basis. To see whether the feature has been enabled,

Another good feature 1s the abil-
ity to lower data usage during
WhatsApp calls. This can be
done by going to the ‘Chats and
Calls’ option under Settings

users can head to web.whatsapp.com — the same
place that the feature is accessed, once it has been
turned on. The site will show a QR code, which can
be scanned using an option in the Settings tab of
WhatsApp, and if it is enabled then the feature will
start working straight away. WhatsApp for Web on
iPhone doesn’t need an update and is instead enabled
at WhatsApp’s end. But it does need users to be on
the most recent version of the app, as those for other
platforms do. As with the Android app, the web client
requires the phone version of WhatsApp to be run-
ning, and functions more as a remote control than a
fully-featured way of chatting. That is thought to be
part of WhatsApp’s concerns for privacy.

The January release brought compatibility with
WhatsApp for Windows Phone and BlackBerry as
well as Android. It required users to sign in through
Chrome on their computer. At the time, WhatsApp
blamed Apple for not being be able to get the Web
feature onto iPhones, citing “platform limitations”.

The United States often leads the world’s con-
sumer internet trends, popularizing cornerstones of
the web such as Google search and social network-

1 twitter.comMaremagazinepk | SREEMERNEErRLET vl iy o gl h

ing via Facebook. But when it comes to mobile mes-
saging, the country is far behind.

WhatsApp, Line, and WeChat, despite remaining
mere “texting apps,” have entered the zeitgeist in their
dominant markets, both numerically and culturally.
In Brazil, for example, WhatsApp has an estimated
penetration rate of 70% among smartphone owners,
who use it to sell products, promote political candi-
dates, and replace work email. In India, where What-
sApp has over 70 million monthly active users, the
app has become so popular that doctors are using it to
keep in touch with patients. Line has 53 million
monthly users in Japan and 17 million monthly users
in Taiwan (about 80% of the latter’s total population),
and recently earned $234 million in quarterly revenue,
largely by shilling virtual goods for games. And then
there’s WeChat, which has over 600 million monthly
active users in China, and is quickly evolving into a
new kind of operating system that facilitates e-com-
merce, digital publishing, and even the “internet of
things.”

No chat app has reached equivalent heights in
the US. But chat apps’ slow uptake in the US isn’t
caused by tech-averse dinosaur Americans. In-
stead, it’s because sending SMS text messages in
the US over phone lines has been essentially free
for a long time, unlike in most of the rest of the
world. =
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ost parents fret when their child stays

glued to a video game or computer for

hours, and they fret for good reason.

The gaming industry has been built on
violence and frenzied action. In one of the most pop-
ular series of games, Grand Theft Auto, players tear
drivers out of their cars to mug them, and run over
pedestrians. What if electronic games could help chil-
dren with attention deficit disorder (ADHD) increase
focus for tasks that they find boring?

Parents, therapists, and educators can choose
from several new games and devices on the market
that may train distracted children or adults to pay
more attention. Some connect the user's brain to the
home computer through high-tech sensors and allow
the person to control the action on the screen, not
with a fast finger or a keyboard but with his brain
waves. Call it joystick neurofeedback.

Using this method to improve concentration isn't
a new idea. Therapists have used the technology for
decades. Some games trace their development to Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) technology that measures the brain waves of
pilots as they use flight simulators. Today, experts in
psychology and technology are finding new ways to
link the brain with a computer, and manufacturers are
creating software and equipment designed for home
users. Manufacturers and experts agree that the
games are only a tool to train a child to pay attention
in distracted children, not a treatment for ADHD.
Medication and behavior therapy is the gold standard
for improving symptoms of the condition.

"The games have the potential to increase atten-
tion stamina," says Rohn Kessler, Ph.D., of Boca
Raton, Florida, who works with children with atten-
tion deficit. "They aren't a quick fix or a one-step so-
lution, but I have seen distracted kids increase their
ability to focus."

Captain's LogAhoy!

With Captain's Log, you can become the captain
of your own brain, instead of letting impulses and
distractions take you off course.

Therapists and educators have used Captain's Log
to help children and adults with ADHD and other
cognitive challenges since 1985. The software is now
used in all 50 states and 75 foreign countries, accord-
ing to the manufacturer, BrainTrain of Richmond,
Virginia.

BrainTrain calls Captain's Log a "computerized
mental gym," which works with any standard com-
puter-control device, like a mouse or a keyboard, or
with a joystick or game controller. With 50 different
programs and over 2000 different exercises, Captain's
Log offers a vast variety of options for helping some
students improve concentration, memory, and self-
control. A child or adult chooses which games he
wants to play based on his needs, whether it be im-
proving his inattention or controlling impulsive ten-

Parents, therapists, and educators
can choose from several new
games and devices 1in the market
that may train distracted children
or adults to pay more attention

dencies. Once the user selects his preference, a
selection of games will pop up on the screen. You
might be required to match two cards from memory
or two similarly colored animals. The pace and length
of the games are varied, and visual and audio dis-
tractions are thrown in to increase the challenge. The
program advances to the next level automatically
when the student has mastered the previous level.
Captain's Log generates detailed reports so that pro-
fessionals or parents can trace a student's progress,
and it produces certificates as rewards for students as
they improve.

Captain's Log developer Joseph Sandford, a psy-
chologist with a computer programming background,
originally created the software to help patients who
had traumatic brain injury. Therapists soon realized
that it may increase attention in people with ADHD.

E1 facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial
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ADHD video games
focus fun alternative
treatments

“Some connect the user's brain to the home computer
through high-tech sensors and allow the person to control the
action on the screen, not with a fast finger or a keyboard but
with his brain waves. Call 1t joystick neurofeedback”

What's this daring new treatment? It's called video
games. Yes, that's right — video games as treatment
for cognitive disorders could someday replace the
need for medication. At least that's the hope of a team
of neuroscientists and game developers who created
a game called Project Evo. And these developers are
serious: the game is currently in clinical trials with the
intent of submitting it to the Food and Drug Admin-
istration for approval as an alternative to ADHD
medication.

Project Evo uses cognitive skills required for mul-
titasking to help people with ADHD learn to improve
their attention spans and ignore distractions.

"The qualities of a good video game, things that
hook you, what makes the brain — snap — engage and
go, could be a perfect vessel for actually delivering
medicine," said Matt Omernick, executive creative di-
rector at Akili, the company behind Project Evo, to
NPR.

Of course, getting a game through the FDA
process could mean that it will be years before it's on
the market — but that also means that doctors could
prescribe games to patients as an alternative to pre-
scribing drugs. Also, if a video game becomes a pre-
scribed therapy, that would make those games a
covered expense under patients' health insurance
plans.

T twitter.comfMaremagazinepk Flare Magazine September 2016

Interestingly enough, many health insurance
providers are for the use of video games as medicine.

"When you look at the percentage of individuals
that are playing video games [59 percent] and overlay
that with the percentage of individuals that have
chronic conditions or need some assistance from the
medical perspective [45 percent], the relationship is
pretty strong," said Willis Gee of health insurer
Cigna.

Drug companies are also paying attention. Project
Evo has an unlikely partner in drug manufacturer
Pfizer, which believes that the game can also help di-
agnose Alzheimer's disease, along with helping the
company in simplifying drug trials.

Obviously, video games replacing actual medica-
tion makes sense with children under certain circum-
stances: many parents are already uncomfortable
with using drugs to treat cognitive disorders in their
kids. Also, having games — something perceived of as
fun — for children could make treatment more effec-
tive.

Of course, video games in place of pills also has
its detractors. First, medication with ADHD is un-
derstood to be 70 to 90 percent effective in children:
can a game provide that kind of success? Secondly,
how many game developers would take their games
through the process of FDA approval? =
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ony Corp has jumped on the drone band-
wagon and has given people a little trailer of
its soon-to-be launched drone project. It re-
cently released a YouTube video, which
shows the drone takes its flight vertically. However,
the bad news for many potential users is that these
drones are only for enterprise and businesses use, not
catered towards the average gadget-buying consumer.

The testing drone’s name is Aerosense, and it is
the product of a joint venture between Sony and
ZMP, the Japanese automation specialist. The ven-
ture was announced this summer. The future drone
models will have the ability to carry a mass of up to
22 pounds. It is expected that the future models will
be fitted with cameras and other associated gear for
close up shoot coupled with a top speed of 106km/hr
for around two hours.

The new drone is in the shape of an aeroplane,
and can be seen as an attempt by Sony to expand its
areas of operations and move beyond its core con-
sumer product market. Therefore, the company has
agreed to a joint venture that would enable both the
companies to embed technology in the gadget ac-
cording to their areas of expertise. Sony will equip its
camera, sensing, and telecommunications technology
while ZMP will put in place its robotic tech and au-
tomatic driving processing system in the drone.

Aerosense has some ambitious targets, including
the automation some of various processes that are
done by humans such as observation, surveying, in-
spection, and measurement. These intensive areas of
calculations may not be what drones are normally ex-
pected to do, but manufacturers of these gadgets—es-
pecially the Chinese drone manufacturing company
DJI—have already moved into the enterprise/busi-
ness segment of drone tech. Reports state that the
main purpose of the drone would be to captures im-
ages while airborne and process the images in the
Cloud network.

The chief of Aerosense company, Hisashi
Taniguchi, forecasts that the company has the poten-
tial to reach its revenue target of $82 million in the
next five years. Mr. Taniguchi also stated that the
drones would be piloted remotely and will take user
input on what areas they want the drone to measure
or survey. The devices will be available to the public
by next year.

Drones are very much still a testing gadget with
limited consumption among the mass public. Many
companies are still in the research and development
phase to gauge how best to embed long-term flight
sustainable sensors and technologies. A lot of that re-
search has borne fruit with these technologies be-
coming cheaper and more readily available than
before.

Apart from DJI, Amazon.com, Google, GoPro,
and now Sony have ventured in this business area that
has the potential to grow exponentially. Qualcomm

Aerosense has some ambitious
targets, mncluding the automation
some of various processes that are
done by humans such as observa-
tion, surveying, inspection, and
measurement

has also looked to enter the drone market via its high-
performance processors, which the company believes
would bring down the unit price of drones down con-
siderably.

The main factor limiting drone usage and growth
right now are the strict laws of aviation authorities in
different countries. The authorities have a certain set
of rules and regulations depending on the country;
these govern how unmanned aerial vehicles can op-
erate and their jurisdiction. Some of the stringent
rules are regarding how high the drones can reach the
sky so as not to interfere with routes of commercial
planes.

Analysts believe that the delivery system will be
revolutionized once drone usage increases and it
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Sony joins the race
of drone industry
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“The new drone is in the shape of an aeroplane, and can be
seen as an attempt by Sony to expand its areas of operations
and move beyond its core consumer product market. There-
fore, the company has agreed to a joint venture that would
enable both the companies to embed technology in the
gadget according to their areas of expertise

widely starts sending packages or mail to people.

The global commercial drone market could grow
from $609 million in 2014 to $4.8 billion by 2021, ac-
cording to research company Radiant Insights, fueled
by rising demand in the energy, agricultural, and
package delivery markets.

Many leading consumer drone makers also man-
ufacture commercial drones. California-based 3D Ro-
botics is the top drone maker in the U.S., and Chinese
company DJI Technology is the largest one in the
world. It's unclear how much annual revenue 3D Ro-
botics generates, but DJI's annual revenue is expected
to double to $1 billion this year. Another growing
rival, French drone maker Parrot, saw its drone sales
nearly double to $91 million last year. With Sony's
support, Aerosense could thrive in this growing mar-
ket.

Ryan Calo, a law professor at the University of
Washington specializing in issues with robotics, told
Ars Technica that he was "a little surprised" by Sony's
decision to develop drone software instead of selling
hardware.

Calo noted that commercial drones would be-
come more interesting if "third parties can make soft-
ware and applications" for them. For example, an
energy company could require drones for specific
purposes that Sony's software can't address. In that
case, the business might buy programmable drones,
like DJI's Matrice 100, instead of Aerosense drones

Flare Magazine September 2015

pre-loaded with Sony's software.

Sony also generally doesn't like hobbyists tinker-
ing with its hardware. Over a decade ago, Sony issued
a DMCA takedown notice to discourage customers
from reprogramming its Aibo robotic dogs. That type
of thinking isn't unusual for protective tech compa-
nies, but it might hamper Aerosense's progress in the
commercial drone market.

Sony didn't really need to form a joint venture to
produce drones. It already sells several products -- in-

e S

cluding GoPro-llike action cameras and Xperia mo-
bile phones -- that can complement drones. Instead
of expanding into enterprise drone software, Sony
should build a consumer-facing drone business upon
those foundations. =



it doesn't just taste good...
it's good for,you!

yummi flavors

Ay e— gt

premium topping

serves fresh and healthy yogurt
imported from las angles, usa

mall of lahore

muenen

frozenyogurt

menchies.dha.phase5 ‘menchies.com




Powered by

warldLTe

"

>

¥ olowByWarid

& golow.net.pk

f glowByWarid

TELEPEDIA | Flare Report [ ] QMobite

The Motorola phones

Firt Ave

I_M.iuinmi

Main Street
300 22,

ATET Navigator

MOTOROLA

IR ]

“Just over two years later - October 2014 - Lenovo emerged as the
buyer at the bargain basement price of US$2.91 billion on very
generous terms from Google including taking US$750 million in

Lenovo shares and the rest as a three year promissory note

ime was when Motorola was synony-

mous with two-way radios and walkie-

talkies used by military, police and

emergency services. In fact, its heritage
dates back to the 1930s. Later it became synony-
mous with cellular infrastructure, NASA space
flight radios, pagers, modems, and made the highly
advanced (for its time) MC6800 RISC central
processor unit (later called Power PC) found on the
Apple Mac, Commodore, Atari, Sun, and some
IBM and HP computers.

Its first mobile phone ‘brick’ was in 1973, and
at its peak — 2004 to 2007 - it sold 130 million Mo-
torola RAZR flip mobile phones — still the record
for the most sales of a single model - taking it to the
number two slot in 2005 behind Nokia. It was cool
to own one, celebrities used them, and it became a
regular prop in movies and TV.

Time was that Motorola and Nokia were syn-
onymous with the emerging mobile phone revolu-
tion.

But the market changed in 2007 with Apple’s
launch of the 1st generation iPhone which essen-
tially captured the imagination and wallets of the
pubic as it reinvented the mobile phone as a smart-
phone.

Motorola responded with its flip RAZR2 series
— a Linux based phone - but it could not compete
with the iPhone. Simply it lacked the features -
touch screen, 3G, apps and internet connectivity.

In 2011 Motorola resurrected the RAZR brand
as a ‘Droid’, an Android smartphone — but it was
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perhaps too late as Samsung and LG had beat it
past the post with Android based smartphones that
were competitive, feature for feature, with the
iPhone. On the whole the Droid and its successors
— were good products but manufacturing issues
made quality variable and frankly U.S. thinking
made the company less agile in a market now dom-
inated by two Korean companies that would do al-
most anything to dominate — out spend, out market,
and out manoeuvrer. Motorola’s fate as a smart-
phone maker was sealed.\

In January 2011, it split into two separate com-
panies — Motorola Mobility (Red bat wing logo)
and Motorola Solutions (Blue bat wing logo). There
is no doubt that this was a survival move and within
months Google — flush with cash — paid U$12.5 bil-
lion dollars for it although it took over a year — May
2012 —to complete the deal.

Being early to the mobility space Motorola held
many relevant mobile patents and analysts suggest
that is where its real value lay.

Just over two years later — October 2014 —
Lenovo emerged as the buyer at the bargain base-
ment price of US$2.91 billion on very generous
terms from Google including taking US$750 mil-
lion in Lenovo shares and the rest as a three year
promissory note.

Google maintains ownership of the vast major-
ity of the Motorola Mobility patent portfolio, in-
cluding active patent applications and invention
disclosures. Lenovo received a license to use this
portfolio and other intellectual property.

i Flare Magazine September 2016
|

No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

So to today

As the information release of new 4th genera-
tion Moto X, Moto X Play, and Moto G, smart-
phones is under embargo until.

According to IDC in Q1, 2015 Android had
78% of the market share, i10S 18.3%, Windows
2.7%, and Blackberry .3%.

Samsung dominates by virtue of having models
in four market segments

. Flagship — Galaxy S6, S6 Edge, Edge+,
Note 5 at around $1000

. Mid-market — almost as fully featured as
flagship but at a $500+ price

. Mass Market — phones ranging from $250

«  El-cheapo — phones under $250 — typically
under $100

Tl 1
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TR LIRS 10LE Market 0l BOLA Market
Ml s (W) fTor B (W)
SaTNg 51,123 M AL H Y]
A 0LATT e AR08 15.3
Lenow® 10,880 54 18,731 50
Hisirwa 18,30% 34 (ST a8
LG Bactronics 15428 a8 11,300 &0
oehars 1423758 424 111,897 w7
Fodad FE6 0544 L IH0,6356.8 1o0.6
Tmgre: Gartrasr [Hay FHES}
*Tha results for Lansve induds sales of mobda phaned by Landve and Moterela both in 1013 and 114

Lenovo — has come from relative obscurity. It
first showed up in Q2, 2012 with a 3.1% market
share — exclusively from its own branded sales in
China. Since mid-2014 with the Motorola 3rd gen-
eration phones it has achieved around 5.6% in Q1
and Q2, 2015.

If you know Lenovo, it is a company with great
ambitions. It usual plays the long game as evi-
denced by the purchase of IBM’s PC business in
2005, and its Intel server business in 2014.

It now designs, develops, manufactures and sells
personal computers, tablet computers, smart-
phones, workstations, servers, electronic storage de-
vices, IT management software, and smart
televisions in over 60 countries. It is the world's
largest personal computer vendor — much to HP’s
chagrin.

It recently laid off 3200 workers — largely as a
restructure of Motorola’s acquisition. iTWire has
an article here.

It has also been embroiled in some crapware
scandals with Lenovo perhaps overstepping its
boundaries (as young and highly aggressive com-
panies are wont to do) and had installed Superfish
adware (to increase revenue) and recently the
Lenovo Service Engine has been classified as a
rootkit capable of being used by hackers to take
over PCs.

Back to Motorola smartphones

There are some interesting philosophies at the
company.

First is that Android will be left alone — Mo-
torola will give you a 100% pure Android experi-
ence. This Is undoubtedly due to Google’s influence
as a shareholder but it also makes really good sense.
It’s Lollipop based smartphones will have apps to
provide the ‘Motorola experience’ meaning it and
Google can update the operating system at will —
yealll

On this point alone I give it 10 points because
from hereon in their 4th generation phones will not
suffer fragmentation or delays from carriers in up-
dating and patching.

Time was that Motorola and Nokia
were synonymous with the emerg-
ing mobile phone revolution

Next (at least in Australia) Motorola has been
generally available as an outright purchase. Voda-
fone will continue to offer its new handsets as well
as via retail channels. Motorola was a bit coy about
retail stockists — could be because of the embargo.

And finally Motorola intends to enhance the re-
lationship you have with your smartphone by more
intuitive hardware/apps and things like turbo
charging. m
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Samsung unveils two new
smartphones as it steps battle
against Apple

President and CEQ of
Samsung Electronics J.K. Shin
presents Samsung Galaxy 56
Edge+ and a Samsung
Galaxy Note 5 at the
products’ launch event in
New York

A reporter

new Samsung

products after
the Samsung

2015 event in
Mew York.

speaks about the

Galaxy Unpacked

U

7y

= e

“The moves are aimed at keeping the South Korean giant at top of the global smartphone

market and countering US rival Apple, which has made gains with its large-screen 1Phone 6

and 6-Plus and 1its tap-to-pay feature”

amsung unveiled two new smartphones to

ramp up its efforts to win over consumers

seeking large-screen handsets and an-

nounced launch dates for its mobile pay-
ment service. The moves are aimed at keeping the
South Korean giant atop the global smartphone
market and countering US rival Apple, which has
made gains with its large-screen iPhone 6 and
6-Plus and its tap-to-pay feature.

Samsung unveiled its Galaxy S6 edge+, the lat-
est update for its flagship device, and Galaxy
Note5, its main device in the "phablet" market at
the media event held in New York.

"Today the journey continues in the large-
screen category that Samsung created," said J.K.
Shin, Samsung's head of IT and mobile commu-
nications.

The S6 edge+ and Note5 each have a 5.7-inch
display, but the S6 has smaller overall dimensions
and a curved "dual edge" screen that sets aside a
portion of the display for contacts or other con-
tent.

The company also announced that its Samsung
Pay service would roll out in South Korea on Au-
gust 20 and in the United States on September 28,
and that it would launch in Britain, Spain and
China with partners to be named in each market.

Shin said he expects wide adoption because
Samsung Pay "doesn't cause small business to up-
grade their terminals and will be accepted almost
everywhere on day one."

Samsung said its mobile service can be used

Ei facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial
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with magnetic stripe terminals as well as those
using updated NFC or "near field communication"
contactless payments employed by Apple Pay.

InJong Rhee, Samsung Electronics vice presi-
dent, said that "NFC is fine technology but most
stores don't have it."

He added that Samsung Pay will be secured by
its Knox software, which creates a one-time code
without transmitting credit card numbers.

Samsung has remained atop the global smart-
phone market even though its sales have been slip-
ping in the past year.

With the new devices, Samsung expands from
its 5.1 inch display on the existing Galaxy S6, and
leapfrogs Apple's handsets at 4.7 and 5.5 inches.

The new handsets, which have Samsung Pay
and wireless charging options integrated, will go

The S6 edge+ and Noteb each
have a 5.7-inch display, but the S6
has smaller overall dimensions and
a curved "dual edge" screen that
sets aside a portion of the display
for contacts or other content.

on sale in the US and Canada on August 21, Sam-
sung said.

The Note5 is the upgraded version of the ph-
ablet which Samsung is generally credited with

i Flare Magazine September 2016
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popularizing. The new device has a new pop-out
pen stylus and shares its upgraded 16-megapixel
camera with the S6 edge+.

Kantar Worldpanel analyst Carolina Milanesi
said Samsung trailed Apple in the phablet market
-- devices with screens at 5.5 inches and above -- in
the second quarter.

Avi Greengart at the research firm Current
Analysis said on Twitter that "Note5 is a worthy
upgrade, but unlikely to expand the category" and
that the S6 edge+ "is pretty but hard to hold."

Daniel Gleeson at THS Technology said the
Note5 appears aimed at professionals and business
users due to its stylus and keyboard attachment,
while the S6 edge+ "is a much more fashion-for-
ward device and is likely to appeal to a younger,
hipper market." m
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i India International Jewellery Show
== “The 4-day India International Jewellery Week 2015 powered by GIA saw the

| best in the business. The Thai Gem and Jewellery Traders Association

\

presented a fashion show that included 13 collections created by KGK India,

Jewels with Thar coloured stones.”
N ™

” -

L generation =

[

O

S .
¢ ,
o
e L
N B r
\ Indian tennis star Sania Mirza walks for Moni Agarwal
\ during India International Jewellery Week 2015 in Mumbai.
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Bollywood actress Sonam Kapoor displays a creation as she takes part
in the finale of India International Jewellery Week 2015 in Mumbai.
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Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif with his counterpart of Kazakhstan Karim Massimov witnessing at the
MoU signing ceremony between Federal Minister for Commerce, Engineer Khurrum Dastgir and
Deputy Chairman of the Board of Kazakhstan, Meirzhan Maikenov regarding cooperation on bilat-
eral trade at Astana, Kazakhstan.

Finance Minister, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar being presented a copy of BISP's Dem
Directory by Chairperson BISP Marvi Memon in Islamabad on August 14, 2015.

Army chief Gen Raheel Sharif holds the match trophy as he poses with the Green Shlrts after
playing cricket at the GHQ stadium in Rawalpindi sponsored by Haier

& Mo ummuu !j" ey
Wife of Commander Southern Command Lt Gen Nasir Khan Janjua inaugurates first branch of
First Women Bank Ltd at Girls College Quetta Cantt.

Governor Gllglt Baltlstanl Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs Gilgit Baltistan, Ch Barjees Tahir
distributes cheques among affectees of Indian firing on LoC in Azad Kashmir.

District Manager PIA Islamabad, Bashiruddin with passengers of PIA’s third flight to Beijing
from Islamabad.

A delegation of Haier Group of companies called on MoS IT& Telecom Anusha Rahman
in Islamabad.

Ei facebook com/FlareMagazineOfficial
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Director Public Policy and Government Affairs of Google Asia Pacific, Ms. Ann Lavm called on
Punjab Chief Minister Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif in Lahore

S
Actress Marlam Ali with a cancer patlent in Shaukat Khanum Memorial Cancer Hospltal to
celebrate independence day.

jony between Slepmns & Lucky Cement
'-.‘-ﬁwmmtal'

BENERAL PR

(From L to R) Aamir Shah, Director of Business SAP Pakistan, Nadeem Kazmi, Sehior Director
Siemens and Noman Hasan, Executive Director Lucky Cement at the signing ceremony of the
Lucky Cement SAP Project launch with Siemens Pakistan held at a local hotel recently.

1 twitter.com/Mlaremagazinepk _. Flare Magazine September 20156




1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan QMobile . NATIONAL MOSAIC | Flare Report A“

warid

AwbOshybclsss
Auugyblyi-ZONC

&

Ume;' Saeed Rathore, Senior Manager Marketing Zong (7R) along with his team and Hajj package Director Domestic Cricket Itikhab Alam and Member Board of Governor PCB Shakeel Sheikh
winners of the recently concluded reconnection campaign. showing logo of Cool and Cool Haier Q8 T20 Cup during a press conference.

FOREIEN )
Wonmew's

Dr Du Jiehui Professor of China Academy of Chinese Medicine Sciences poses for a group photo Ladies posing for a group photo on the océasion of 96th Independe;\ce Day reception of
with the representatives of IFWA. Afghanistan in Islamabad.

g
, J | .
John Matthew Galvin, GM Coca-Cola along with Dr. Zafar Yusaf, MS Lady Willingdon Hospital Lahore

pose for a group photograph at the opening of water filtration plant at Lady Wallingdon Hospital. Direc- Chairman Nasser Abdulla Hussain Lootah and President and CEO Husain Lawai cut the ribbon to
tor Public Affairs and Communications at CCBPL Zafar Abbas Jafri is also seen the in the picture. mark the opening ceremony of the newest Islamic banking branch of Summit Bank at Zamzama.

WarldLTE Neversettle forless than the best

. | Group photo of participants and organizers with Advisor on Education to Chief Minister Balochistan
Girls take selfie with British-Pakistani boxer Amir Khan after signing ceremony of Amir Khan Sardar Muhammad Raza Barrech at inauguration ceremony of professional development workshop for
Boxing Academy at PSB, Islamabad. faculty members of Balochistan Universities at CIIT in Islamabad.

& waridtel.com

Members of All Pakistan PTCL Pensioners Action Committee chant slogans against non-payment
of their dues during protest demonstration at Peshawar press club.

= 1

Miss Iram and Mr Amir, Sales Executives, Arshad Electronics, Abid Market, Lahore pose for photo-
graph at the main outlet.
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Broadband users surpasses 18 million

“The number of 8G and 4G users reached 14.6 million till month of July, constituting around
81 per cent of the country's total broadband subscriber base. This translates to an 1ncrease of

Islamabad: The total
broadband subscription in the
country has surpassed 18 mil-
lion with mobile internet pen-
etration was showing a
reasonable growth till the end
of July this year.

The number of 3G and 4G
users reached 14.6 million till
month of July, constituting
around 81 per cent of the
country's total broadband sub-
scriber base. This translates to
an increase of 8.3% over 13.5
million of preceding month,
statistics released by Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA).

Similarly, the number of
broadband connections in the
country also witnessed 7% in-
crease to 18 million as com-
pared to 16.9 million in
preceding month.

Almost all of this growth
is due to the roll-out of high-

speed mobile internet which
was introduced in April last
year.

The Cellular Mobile Oper-
ators (CMOs) overall user
base, which decreased by 18%
to 114.7 million subscribers in
fiscal year 2015 amid the bio-
metric verification drive, also
showed signs of recovery in
the first month of current fis-
cal year.

The number of cellular
subscribers increased 1.5% to
116.4 million at the end of
July. The data cleaning exer-
cise had brought down annual
cellular mobile tele-density
from a peak of 76.5% in 2014
to 61 % at the end of June this
year.

With regard to market
share, the data showed that
market positions of five mo-
bile phone operators, however,
remained the same as Mo-

bilink ended at the top with 34
million subscriptions at end of
July, followed by Telenor Pak-
istan, which finished second
with 32.5 million users in the
same period.

China Mobile Pakistan
(Zong), Ufone and Warid

Telenor, USAID collaborate to
accelerate development through IT

Islamabad: Telenor Pak-
istan CEO Michael Foley and
United States Agency for In-
ternational Development
(USAID) Mission Director
John Groarke signed a memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) in Islamabad to initiate
a strategic alliance between
one of Pakistan’s largest
telecommunication companies
and one of the country’s lead-
ing development agencies. This
partnership is poised to accel-
erate socio economic develop-
ment by leveraging Telenor
Pakistan’s digital services and
USAID’s development expert-
ise.

Telenor Pakistan and
USAID will support initiatives
in m-Health, m-Education, m-
Governance, and Agricul-
ture. Telenor Pakistan’s
network and portfolio (infor-
mation-based, financial serv-

ices, and connectivity) in each
sector will enhance USAID’s
development initiatives in Pak-
istan such as helping farmers-
gain better access to key
information, improving read-
ing skills for children, and sup-
porting maternal and child
health.

“The MoU gives us a
unique opportunity to carry on
our mission of using the power
of digital communications for
the country’s empowerment.
Through this partnership, we
will be able to come up with
more innovative mobile solu-
tions in energy, health, educa-
tion, governanceand
agriculture sectors by using our
technological infrastructure,
powered by imperative content
integration from USAID,” said
Michael Foley, CEO, Telenor
Pakistan.

At the signing ceremony,

Mission Director Groarke
said, “USAID considers pub-
lic-private partnerships as an
important next step in its de-
velopment endeavors - and a
logical progression in the ex-
pansion and improvement in
economic and social services
for the citizens of Pakistan.
Keeping in view the long-term
sustainability and continuity,
USAID intends on developing
more such partnerships across
its Pakistan portfolio.”

USAID senior officials at-
tended the event and expressed
their willingness to work to-
gether in engaging masses at
scale while improving liveli-
hoods and information access.
Telenor Pakistan’s top manage-
ment executives hosted the
event and highlighted their
commitment to accelerate
technology adoption through-
out Pakistan. m

were third, fourth and fifth
with 22 million, 18 million
and 10 million users respec-
tively.

The mobile broadband cat-
egory was dominated by Te-
lenor Pakistan which boasted
over 4.7 million 3G users at

8.3% over 13.5 million of preceding month statistics released by PTA”

the end of July, up 13% com-
pared to 4.2 million of the pre-
vious month. It was followed
by Mobilink that increased its
3G users by over 8% to almost
4 million compared to 3.7 mil-
lion of the preceding month.

Zong remained third in the
mobile broadband with 3 mil-
lion users on its 3G network
and 132,502 on the 4G plat-
form. Ufone's 3G user base
improved slightly to 2.6 mil-
lion while Warid boasted
121,602 users on its 4G/Long
Term Evolution (LTE) net-
work at the end of July.

The data showed that till
July, the number of technol-
ogy-wise broadband sub-
scribers included  DSL
1,480,672 users, HFC 43,362
users, WiMax 487,582 users,
FTTH 19,490 users, EvDO
1,334,725 users and the num-
ber of others users was 6,089.

PTCL introduces ‘Limitless
Packages’ for Char]Ji and EVO

customers

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited (PTCL) has introduced
new economical packages for its
new and existing CharJi and
EVO 9.3 customers through
‘EVO Limitless Packages’.
Through this new offer, PTCL
customers can experience high-
speed wireless broadband con-
nectivity at even more affordable
rates with higher data volumes.
Customers can avail this offer by
purchasing or upgrading to
CharJi EVO or EVO Wingle 9.3
devices before 31st October,
2015.

Aasif Inam, EVP Product &
Pricing, PTCL said, “Our
CharlJi and EVO product port-
folio is opening up new oppor-
tunities through high-speed
wireless broadband internet con-

nectivity in the country. The new
economical packages are de-
signed to meet the diverse data
requirements of our customers
and provide maximum value for
money.”

The new low-cost, high-
speed packages offer a range of
options starting from as low as
Rs. 1,000 with 15 GB limit,
while catering to heavy data
users with new unlimited pack-
ages for only Rs. 2,000 per
month. The discounted pack-
ages are valid for a period of 6
months from the time of pur-
chase. PTCL CharlJi is Pakistan’s
fastest wireless broadband serv-
ice providing speed upto
36Mbps. The service is an ex-
tension of EVO range of serv-
ices which are available in more
than 250 cities nationwide. m

Waqgas wins bronze at Microsoft
Office Champ1onsh1p

Lahore: Wagas Ali, a Pak-
istani student hailing from the
Ghotki and a student of Mir-
pur Mathelo FCC Govern-

ment Grammar  School,

Ei facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

competed and won a bronze
medal for PowerPoint 2013 at
the Microsoft Office Specialist
World Championship 2015
(MOSCW).

2 Iwitter.com/Maremagazinapk

The event was held be-
tween 9 to 12th August in Dal-
las, Texas. The event attracted
600,000 participants who were
well versed in Office and other
Microsoft products. After the
initial qualification rounds, the
winners were asked to come to
Dallas for the final round.
Sadly, Waqgas Ali was the only
Pakistani participant and he
even made the journey on his
own expense. It was the 14th
edition of the MOSCW. The
final round of the champi-
onship saw 145 students from
47 different countries. =

Nadra join hands with InfoTech

Lahore: InfoTech Group, a
leading systems integrator and
technology solutions company,
recently signed a contract with
National Database Registration
Authority (Nadra) to provide an
application server middleware
platform, enabling the automa-
tion of the CNIC acquisition
process through an online serv-
ice. According to the agreement,
InfoTech deployed IBM Web-
sphere at Nadra, and would con-
tinue to provide the consultancy
services and back end support as
the project goes live. Nadra was
able to develop its online appli-
cation in-house, with InfoTech
providing back-end web hosting
support. As IBM’s Premier Busi-
ness Partner, InfoTech was se-

g Flare Magazine September 2015
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lected by Nadra through an open
and competitive process to de-
ploy the IBM Websphere soft-
ware on an IBM P8 series server
to help facilitate its new online
service. As a result, Nadra will
enable Pakistani citizens to apply
for CNIC card services online in-
stead of visiting their registration
centers. This will be especially
useful for Pakistanis living
abroad. The process, which
boasts online document submis-
sion, credit card payment and
home delivery of the CNIC, will
greatly facilitate the public by
eliminating the hassle of long
queues and enabling overseas
Pakistanis to access their docu-
mentation from anywhere at any
time. m
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Warid & Bank Alfalah ink MoU with NBP for collaboration in
building the National Payment Ecosystem

“This initiative is a major step to develop the required Digital Financial Services to be hosted by National Bank
that will include P2G & G2P, thus enabling customers to perform transactions through National Bank Accounts
using the Digital Wallets, digital channels ()f Bank Alfalah and the Mobile Palsa Wallets & distribution network”

Lahore: Warid Telecom
and Bank Alfalah Limited
(BAFL) signed an agreement
with National Bank of Pak-
istan (NBP) in order to jointly
develop the digital financial
ecosystem in the country. This
new venture was marked with
a graceful signing ceremony in
Lahore, which was attended by
Mudassir H. Khan,
SEVP/Group Chief CRBG of
NBP, Suhail Jan Chief Com-
mercial Officer Warid, Khur-
ram Hussain, Group Head
Retail (C&N) and Consumer
Banking and Azfar Jamal,
EVP/Head of Remote Bank-
ing & ADC NBP amongst
other senior officials from all
the three entities. This initiative
is a major step to develop the
required Digital Financial Serv-
ices to be hosted by National
Bank that will include P2G &
G2P, thus enabling customers
to perform  transactions
through National Bank Ac-
counts using the Digital Wal-
lets, digital channels of Bank
Alfalah and the Mobile Paisa
wallets & distribution network.

Collaboration among large
sized banks and the leading Tel-
cos is the stepping stone in
building the right road to finan-
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cial inclusion that gives the
much required boost to the eco-
nomic activity and caters the
need of unbanked and under-
served masses of Pakistan. The
partnering organizations be-
lieve that the formal financial
services, through digital pay-
ment channels, can have a pos-
itive impact on a variety of
microeconomic indicators, in-
cluding self-employment,
household consumption and
wellbeing. These features aim
to provide convenient banking
and money management op-
tions to both those with and
without bank accounts. The
collaboration between the mas-
sive, government-owned NBP,
the influential and popular
Bank Alfalah, and one of Pak-
istan’s favorite Telco’s, Warid,

will take the financial services
to a new level.

Warid CEO Muneer Fa-
rooqui commented, “NBP has
dominated the G2P/P2G mar-
ket for years. Our customers
will get benefit from the
plethora of products and serv-
ices offered by NBP. We are
glad to be taking this step in
what we hope will be a long
and fruitful relationship with
NBP. The Eco-system being de-
veloped by NBP will strengthen
all of the market players in-
cluding our Warid Telecom to
progress on the road of finan-
cial inclusion in Pakistan.”

Speaking at the ceremony
Mudassir H. Khan said “Na-
tional Bank envisions big op-
portunities to promote financial
inclusion through new tech-

Huawel P8 Max offers enhanced
creative & unique photography

Lahore: P8 max’s mega
screen enables consumers to
create and enjoy the freedom
of creative art. The Huawei P8
max offers consumers with the
best instrument for superb cre-
ative photography and filming
through light painting function
and video filming function
that reduce later editing. It also
has a face-enhancing, selfie,
piano, and lapse modes for
photo-capturing. The Huawei
P8 max utilizes a blend of
front and rear cameras. The
rear processing chip, mini SP,
with optical vibration reduc-
tion. Rear camera provides

better night view photo-cap-
turing. The RGBW sensors en-
able pixel size, which reduces
the noises of the picture to
minimum, while maintaining
processing ability of picture
definition and details. The
Huawei P8 max’s optical vi-
bration reduction technology
minimizes the aperture time 2-
3 grades, which ensures
brighter and clearer pictures in
the same condition. Addition-
ally, the dual-tone flash effec-
tively brings back true color
and creates vivid pictures in
dark and dim lights.

Unlike light painting func-

tions on ordinary phones, the
P8 max provides real time pre-
view display of a picture. The
P8 max has an optical vibra-
tion reduction function on the
rear camera which helps to
create stunningly perfect still
pictures, without a tripod. The
unique director mode of the
P8 max enables consumers to
shoot and share, vivid and out-
standing quality videos. The
users of P8 max can also make
a blockbuster film, with no
need to edit anymore, by lining
a filming group with two other
phones and switching different
views. m

Govt launches website to guide farmers

Islamabad: The government
has launched a website to guide
farmers about the use of right
amount of farm inputs to in-
crease average yields of wheat,
cotton, sugarcane, rice and
maize crops. Based upon soil
test fertliser prediction models to
predict the required amount of
N and P for desired yield of
major  crops, www.fertil-
izeruaf.pk is the site farmers can

use to determine the actual
amount of nitrogen and phos-
phorus for desired yield.
According to a handout,
farmers can visit the website at
computer or smart mobile
phones. These models have
been developed by University of
Agriculture, Faisalabad in col-
laboration with Agriculture De-
partment, while USAID and
ICARDA provided financial

and technical support. Every in-
dividual farmer can find com-
plete e-solutions for site specific
and economical crop produc-
tion technology, according to his
piece of land and financial re-
sources. These e-solutions are
available for six districts includ-
ing Multan, Faisalabad, Gu-
jranwala, Jhang, Okara and
Layyah at the website kissan-
dost.pk. m
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nologies, and through that; to
drive inclusive and sustainable
growth. We believe that com-
bining the strengths of Telcos
and Banks together can take us
closer to our vision. NBP
strongly believes in collabora-
tions and leveraging of services
to create new paradigms in fi-
nancial services within the
country. NBP now aims to de-
velop an Eco-system in collab-
oration with all market players
to host P2G & G2P services by
enabling every Pakistani to pay
any Government fees like traf-
fic challans, taxes etc.

Azfar Jamal, EVP/Head of
ADCs & Remote Banking Na-
tional Bank added, “The mer-
its of financial inclusion are
strongly rooted in empower-
ment. Access to financial serv-

ices is a key link between eco-
nomic opportunity and eco-
nomic outcome. This
collaboration is part of NBP’s
strategy to facilitate the people
of Pakistan by developing a
Digital Financial Eco-System
allowing customers to avail any
P2G and G2P services 24/7
through all available Digital
Channels. This initiative of
NBP to build the required Dig-
ital Payment Eco-system in
partnership with multiple
Banks and Telcos, will be cata-
lyst to extend convenience to
every citizen of Pakistan and
creating the much required E-
Governance structure.”

Bank Alfalah’s Group
Head Retail (C&N) and Con-
sumer Banking Mr. Khurram
Hussain exhibited great confi-
dence in the venture and re-
marked that “This partnership
between the three organiza-
tions will help in bringing trans-
actional  convenience to
millions of underserved people
of Pakistan. Bank Alfalah has
been involved in helping to dig-
itize G2P and P2G payments
since 2012 and look forward to
working with National Bank of
Pakistan in creating the Digital
Financial Eco-System.” m

Bank Alfalah-sponsored
movie actor shares
his experiences

Lahore: Adnan Sarwar,
the debutante actor/director
of the movie Shah, shared his
experience of making the
movie at an interactive session
organized at Books n Beans in
Lahore. Sponsored by Bank
Alfalah, the movie SHAH is
based on the true story of
Olympic boxing medalist
Syed Hussain Shah.

Shah is an independent
film based on the true story of
the national boxing legend,
Hussain Shah, a homeless
child from the streets of
Karachi, who went on to be-
come the only Pakistani ath-
lete to win an individual
medal at the Olympic Games
in the last 50 years. Hussain
Shah dominated Asian boxing
for nearly a decade before be-
coming the first South Asian
in history to win an Olympic
Bronze Medal in boxing at the
1988 Seoul Olympics.

The event was attended by
people from different walks of
life, who lauded Adnan’s ef-
forts and appreciated the role

W twitter.comffiaremagazinepk

of Bank Alfalah in supporting
Adnan. As part of its long-
standing commitment to fos-
ter emerging talent in
Pakistan, Bank Alfalah sup-
ported debutante Adnan Sar-
war — the young man who
believed in himself and was
determined to make a feature
film on his childhood hero,
Hussain Shah. An emerging
talent in filmmaking, Bank Al-
falah’s Rising Talent, Adnan
Sarwar is the writer, director
and lead actor of the movie.

The interactive session
also featured Sonya Ejaz, the
art director of the movie
SHAH, who responded to
press and public queries about
the acclaimed movie. Held at
a popular, cozy bookstore
cum caf¢ named Books n
Beans, the talk highlighted
how Hussain Shah, the for-
gotten national hero the
movie is based on, was
brought back into the spotlight
by Adnan Sarwar through
Bank Alfalah’s ‘Rising Talent’
platform. m
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ACCA Pakistan offers exciting new route into profession

“Employers and learming providers were also consulted on the development, which means th.?’l;[ fees for students
will be competitively priced, taking into account global foreign exchange rates

Lahore: After consultation
with key stakeholders, includ-
ing students, ACCA (the As-
sociation of Charted Certified
Accountants) has announced
that it will be launching a new
pricing structure to help peo-
ple start their journey on a re-
warding career in finance.

Sajjeed Aslam, Head of
ACCA Pakistan, said: “This is
an exciting development for
ACCA, where we have placed
providing greater value at the
heart of our offering to stu-
dents. We have worked to en-
sure that the product and price
is right, and we have done this
by listening to feedback, espe-
cially from students.”

Our ‘even greater value’

proposition includes academic
recognition at all stages of ed-
ucation from Intermediate all
the way to Master’s level. It in-
cludes gaining a BSc in Ap-
plied Accounting from Oxford
Brookes University at the
same time you are studying to-
wards the ACCA Qualifica-
tion. In addition students can
also earn a Master’s in Profes-
sional Accountancy from the
University of London.

Employers and learning
providers were also consulted
on the development, which
means that fees for students
will be competitively priced,
taking into account global for-
eign exchange rates.

ACCA has also introduced

PTCL ranked as most pre-
ferred operator for broadband

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited (PTCL) has been
ranked as the number one
broadband and fixed line te-
lephony service provider in
Pakistan. This was revealed by
the Best Buy Award research
survey conducted by the Swiss
organization ICERTIAS.

ICERTIAS measures con-
sumers experience, opinion,
and perception in terms of best
value for money.

Consumers in Pakistan
have ranked PTCL Broadband
internet as their most preferred
choice. The Best Buy Award
survey measures customer ex-
perience relative to price-qual-

ity ratio and best value for
money.

The research in Pakistan
encompassed about 50 differ-
ent non-economic and eco-
nomic categories in sectors
such as retail, food, telecom-
munications and finance, etc.

PTCL is the largest ICT
services provider in Pakistan,
encompassing fixed line voice
telephony, broadband internet,
digital television and corporate
solutions for organizations.
The company has revolution-
ized the broadband eco-system
of the country by providing
high-speed fixed and wireless
broadband services at afford-
able rates nationwide. =
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Zong offers most affordable
IDD bundles for Saudi Arabia

Islamabad: Zong, Pak-
istan’s first and only 3G & 4G
network, has introduced in-
ternational direct dialing
(IDD) voice bundles to their
prepaid and postpaid cus-
tomers for calling their loved
ones in Saudi Arabia.

Zong is the fastest growing
telecom brand in Pakistan
and has always offered pocket
friendly products, value added
service and packages that are
very economical for the peo-
ple from the lower and middle
class

Sajid Mahmood, Chief
Admin, LDI & International
Business Officer Zong, said,
“A large number of Pak-
istani’s reside in Saudi Ara-
bia, so keeping their
communication needs in
mind, Zong thought to further
facilitate our valued cus-
tomers. Now customers can
talk as much as they wish

Ei facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

with their loved ones in Saudi
Arabia on highly affordable
rates.”

The customers can send
SMS “SUB” to 6966 for the
activation of IDD Saudi Ara-
bia Bundle. In order to avail
the free minutes, customers
need to dial 89 before the de-
sired number. If a call is di-
aled without 89 in the
beginning, customer will be
charged from account bal-
ance. IDD voice bundle starts
from bundle 1 which offers 15
minutes in just Rs. 100 and it
goes up to bundle 4 which
provides 150 minutes in Rs.
1,000 and the minutes can be
used until one month. This
offer is available for both pre-
paid and postpaid customers
and free minutes could be
consumed on all mobile and
landline numbers of Saudi
Arabia. Greater detail can be
accessed on the Zong website.

a new pricing structure for its

exams. By modifying its
prices, the global professional
body for accountants also be-
lieves that employers who take
on ACCA students stand to

benefit.

Richard Staunton Head of
Global Delivery, explained:
“This is also great news for
employers that already sup-
port and work with ACCA,

offering our qualifications,
and those that are considering
working with us. The in-
creased opportunities for stu-
dents that the pricing structure
offers will have a huge positive
impact on organisations.

Staunton concluded: “We
are wholeheartedly commit-
ted to building and sustaining
the accountancy profession in
Pakistan, a profession to
which I am proud to belong.
ACCA has a treasured and
long-held value — that of op-
portunity. Our new pricing
structure is modelled on this
value, as it offers more oppor-
tunities to study to become a
qualified certified chartered
accountant.” m

Allied Bank deploys Oracle Exadata
Database Machine

Karachi: Allied Bank Lim-
ited (ABL) has reduced the
close of business (COB) pro-
cessing time by as much as 50
percent with the successful de-
ployment of Oracle Exadata
Database Machine.

In addition, the bank has
been able to simplify its IT
and accelerate its expansion
plans due to the solution’s
ability to scale. ABL was also
able to boost its data protec-
tion capabilities at a reduced
total cost of ownership
(TCO).

With its prior infrastruc-
ture, ABL’s core banking ap-
plication was experiencing
scalability issues, due to a
high number of transactions
in its Online Transaction Pro-
cessing (OLTP) system. This
resulted in delays in generat-
ing important reports and
made it difficult for the bank’s
management to make effec-
tive and timely decisions. The
cost of scaling the existing so-
lution was another key con-

cern for the bank as it sought
to pursue aggressive expan-
sion plans. By implementing
Oracle Exadata, ABL was
able to optimize its core bank-
ing hardware infrastructure
and enhance its OLTP pro-
cessing. As a result, it was
able to significantly reduce
the processing time for COB
tasks such as daily transac-
tion, calculating and posting
interests, rolling the bank date
forward and production of
various reports.

“We had already done
work to optimize our core
banking application at the
software level in order to im-
prove OLTP and COB per-
formance but the system still
needed a boost,” said Sohail
Aziz, Chief — Information
Technology Group, Allied
Bank. “By using Oracle Exa-
data, we were able to shrink
the time for critical reporting
processes by as much as 50
percent and at a reduced in-
frastructure cost. From our

evaluation at that point in
time, we found Oracle Exa-
data was the only solution
that could help us achieve the
OLTP and COB performance
required.”

“We are proud to have
been selected by Allied Bank
for this project,” said Waqas
Hashmi, Country Director —
Technology Business, Oracle
Pakistan. “It is heartening to
know that ABL is reaping
benefits from Oracle Exadata
Database Machine and we are
confident that the implemen-
tation can help the bank to
embark on its aggressive ex-
pansion plan.”

Oracle Advanced Cus-
tomer Support Services de-
ployed the solution at Allied
Bank while equipment was
supplied and installed by
Techaccess Pakistan, a Plat-
inum level member of Oracle
PartnerNetwork. The account
was awarded to Oracle in Au-
gust 2014 and went live in
April, 2015. =
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Telenor, Ravi Exchange sign MoU

Lahore: Pakistan’s first and
largest branchless banking
service and a joint venture be-
tween Tameer Microfinance
Bank and Telenor Pakistan,
Easypaisa has signed an agree-
ment recently with Ravi Ex-
change. The agreement will
allow Ravi Exchange to offer
the full suite of Easypaisa serv-
ices at its 108 exclusive outlets
nationwide and will provide
Easypaisa access to Ravi Ex-
change’s distribution network.

On the occasin, Shiekh
Muhammad Omer, Director
Ravi Exchange, Shiekh Al-
lahuddin, CEO Ravi Ex-
change, Yahya Khan, Chief

[inity Partner Signing Ceremony

Between
Jpaisa & £2 Ravi Exchange
13th August, 2015

Financial Services Officer Te-
lenor Pakistan & Shahzad

Najam, Business Director
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OTC Telenor Pakistan signed
on behalf of their respective
companies. m
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Punjab Food Authority to launch a new
restaurant grading app

“In order to grad restaurants in Punjab, the authonity 1s fimishing the transition with a new app that has been developed

Lahore: After recent tri-
umphs rediscovering and fin-
ing the substandard
restaurants across the Punjab,
the Punjab Food Authority
(PFA) has now come with
another step towards stan-
dardizing restaurants.

In order to grad restau-
rants in Punjab, the authority
is finishing the transition
with a new app that has been
developed by Punjab Infor-
mation Technology Board
(PITB). It has been con-
firmed by a press release on
PITB website that an app was
under development for PFA
to help automate the process
of complaints and food

checking practices.

According to PITB, the
app will be helping PFA in
documenting and monitoring
restaurants making the
process of information deal-
ing with much easier and
more convenient. PITB has
already helped Punjab Rev-
enue Authority to automate
the process of checking
restaurant bills to improve
tax collection.

PITB held training ses-
sions for the PFA android
app making safety officials
duly learn the working of the
app. Smooth operation of
app date management was
also explained during the

training session.

PITB also detailed how to
fetch real time information
using the online PFA dash-
board. The dashboard sum-

PTCL introduces next-generation
CharJi1 EVO services in Gujranwala
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I_Zﬁawaja Khalid Hassan, President Chamber of Commerce and Industries Gujranwala along with Adnan Shahid, Chief
Commercial Officer PTCL and other PTCL officials at launching ceremony of CharJi EVO services in Gujranwala.

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited (PTCL) has launched
its next-generation CharJi EVO
wireless broadband services in
Gujranwala. PTCL pioneered
next-generation LTE wireless
broadband services in the coun-
try by launching ‘CharJi EVO’
in 2014, which is an addition to
the 3G EVO range of services
already serving customers na-
tionwide.

Gujranwala is an important
industrial hub and the launch
of CharJi EVO will enable res-
idents of the city to access Pak-
istan’s fastest and most reliable
4G LTE wireless broadband
service at speed upto 36Mbps.

The launch ceremony of
CharJi EVO services in Gu-
jranwala was attended by a
large number of business com-
munity, senior government offi-
cials, media personalities and
prominent citizens of the city.
Khawaja Khalid Hassan, Presi-
dent Gujranwala Chamber of
Commerce & Industries was
the Chief Guest at the occa-
sion. Adnan Shahid, Chief
Commercial Officer PTCL,

while speaking at the launch
ceremony said, “We are striving
to build a digital future for the
people of Pakistan and we re-
main fully committed to con-
tribute as an industry leader
towards the development of the
country.”

“Our broadband infrastruc-
ture is geared towards improv-
ing the  socio-economic
conditions nationwide and en-
abling people to lead better
lives. Gujranwala is one of the
key industrial hubs of Punjab
and CharlJi wireless broadband
services will open new doors of
opportunities for local busi-
nesses and residents as well,” he
added further.

Naeem Shahbaz Ul Hagq,
Executive Vice President, Busi-
ness Zone Central, PTCL said,
“PTCL has always been at the
forefront of offering cutting
edge services and launch of
CharJi EVO in Gujranwala is
an extension of this vision. We
are working hard to provide
state-of-the-art products and
services to our customers and
provide CharJi coverage in
more cities.”

Tarig Siddiqui, Regional
General Manager PTCL, Gu-
jranwala said “PTCL is proud
to extend Pakistan’s fastest
wireless broadband service in
Gujranwala. Availability of
CharJi EVO will not only en-
able fast internet access for citi-
zens here in Gujranwala, but
also provide new opportunities
for businesses and students
alike”.

CharJi EVO service is avail-
able in convenient dongles, Mi-
Fi clouds and tablet, providing
a powerful internet experience,
faster web browsing, HD video
streaming, downloads, uploads
and low latency (ping) rates for
online gaming. The ease and
comfort of CharJi EVO cloud
devices with its state of the art
Wi-Fi capability and fast inter-
net browsing brings an unparal-
leled experience, connecting up
to 10 Wi-Fi enabled devices si-
multaneously.

PTCL has launched Pak-
istan’s first 4G LTE tablet
‘CHARJI EVO TAB’ which
provides built-in CharJi con-
nectivity and voice calling fea-
ture. m
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by Punjab Information T'echnology Board (PITB)
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marises all the data conveyed
via the app and supports PFA
watch restaurants lessening
field operations.

Initially, the app to func-

tion for restaurants in Lahore
and it will enable the officials
to rate restaurants in accor-
dance with the data fetched
following a sized standard.
The concerned authorities
have devised to roll out a fu-
ture update allowing officials
collect data from the public.

The app will also contain
a complaint forum enabling
the public to use the app to
inform the authorities re-
garding any irregularities
found during inspections to
the restaurants.

The app will also help the
users who can us grading in-
formation to make their meal
plans accordingly. =

Huaweli forecasts $20 billion
business revenue

Lahore: The tremendous
growth of Huawei in the first
half of the year 2015 has
brought the company to an-
other level and the Consumer
Business Group has fore-
casted that the full year sales
of Huawei will surely increase
to $20 billion this year. The re-
ports that have been released
by the company have shown
the incredible sales growth
that Huawei has achieved in
the H1 of 2015, with a 69%
increase the sales recorded are
$9.09 billion. It has also been
announced that the contribu-
tion of consumer business
revenue has also grown to
32%, which was 24 % year
last year.

Huawei Pakistan, Director
Marketing Devices, Mr. Fan-
hong Bruce said: “Because of
the rapid growth scored in the
year 2015, the Consumer
Business sales forecast for
2015 is $20 billion in compar-

ison to $16 billion last year.”

The remarkable growth
strategy adopted by Huawei is
inciting business growth in
both China and the interna-
tional market as the Revenue
has spurred to 124% y-o-y in
China whereas in some other
regions more than 40%
growth has been recorded.
The regions such as North-
East Europe, Western Europe,
North Africa, Middle-East
and South Pacific have
recorded respective, 54%,
45%, 164%, 48% and 41%
year on year growth.

The shipments of
Huawei’s high-end smart
phones has grown 70%, ac-
cording to the report and it
states that the total smart
phone shipment ratio has
grown to 31%, the growth of
revenue is 388%, total con-
sumer revenue 42.9% and the
contributed share profit has
increased to 44%. m

Al Habib ‘Asaan Account’
offers free life insurance

Karachi: Bank AL Habib
has introduced “Asaan Ac-
count” to encourage individu-
als to open a bank account
with Rs 5/= with convenience
and a host of value-added
services such as free life insur-
ance, free SMS alerts, free In-
ternet & mobile banking and
free e-statements. AL Habib
Asaan Account also offers ex-
cellent rate of return of 5.5%
on savings accounts and free
ATM/Debit Card on current
accounts.

At present, Bank AL

W twitter.comffiaremagazinepk

Habib has a network of 511
branches & sub-branches in
164 cities including overseas
branches in Bahrain,
Malaysia and Seychelles. The
Bank also has representative
offices in Dubai, Turkey and
China. m
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EISA’s Best Consumer Smartphone Award secured by Huawel

“Huawei P8 has achieved the “Best Furopean Consun’}er Smart phone” Award by EISA for third

Lahore: Huawei has won
the “European Consumer
Smart phone” award for the
third time in a row, for its lat-
est flagship smart phone,
Huawei P8, previously
Huawei had won this award
for Ascend P7. P8 is the re-
cent prodigy of Huawei
which has established itself in
the market because of its pro-
lific ancestry based upon ele-
gance and perfection of the P
Series. EISA has acknowl-
edged the tremendously en-
hanced quality of the camera
performance and the high-
end amazingly attractive
craftsmanship, which has
given P8 a commendably en-
riched and sophisticated ap-
pearance.

AwARD: | Product

vrset 12015:2018
CONSUMER SMARTPHOME
Huawei P8

EISA, European Imaging
and Sound Association, is a

fime 1 a row

globally known and unique
association, which deeply

APBF & Nigerian Embassy sign MoU
for trade promotion

Lahore: During a cere-
mony held recently, the Em-
bassy of Nigeria in Pakistan
entered into a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU)
with ‘All Pakistan Business
Forum’ (APBF), aimed at the
establishment and promotion
of trade-links through mutual
collaboration in the areas of

promotion of Cultural Ex-
change programs, increasing
Educational Ties and working
in collaboration for Social De-
velopment. The signing cere-
mony was attended by
high-profiled members of the
business community, media
personnel, political figures,
government officials and Aca-

—“-a

common interests. The Niger-
ian Ambassador to Pakistan -
His Excellency Mr. Dauda
Danlavi and the APBF Presi-
dent -Mr. Ibrahim Qureshi
signed the MOU.

According to this MOU,
APBF and Nigerian Embassy
have reached an understand-
ing to cooperate in key devel-
opmental areas like;
promotion of mutual Trade
links, facilitation of closer un-
derstanding between the Busi-
ness Community of Nigeria
and Pakistan, facilitation of
B2B meetings and visits of
Business delegates, Develop-
ment of Women Entrepre-
neurs in Nigeria and Pakistan,

Ei facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial
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demia as well.

On this event, President
APBF - Mr. Ibrahim Qureshi
expressed his gratitude to the
Nigerian Ambassador and ac-
knowledged the valuable col-
laboration of Nigeria in a
wide range of programs in-
cluding; Trade, health, educa-
tion, public diplomacy,
culture, gender equity, and de-
velopment in Pakistan. Mr.
Ibrahim Qureshi reiterated
that; “APBF will continue to
put its best efforts in establish-
ing and promoting the most
favorable business environ-
ment in Pakistan, and will
identify and engage resource-
ful organizations and vital en-

2 Iwitter.com/Maremagazinapk

trepreneurs to create and seize
new opportunities for mutual
development and growth.”
The Nigerian Ambassador
to Pakistan, his Excellency
Dauda Danlavi, while ad-
dressing the  ceremony,
thanked the APBF President -
Mr. Ibrahim Qureshi for sup-
porting in his vision for mu-

- -

- ‘y

tual development of both
countries. The Nigerian Am-
bassador also highlighted
great opportunities for Pak-
istan Businesses to Invest in
Nigeria. He admired the dy-
namic role of APBF - a busi-
ness association comprising of
more than 2000 enterprising
members, towards creating an
enabling environment for
businesses to perform well
and invest confidently in Pak-
istan. He also appreciated
APBF for supporting the
diplomatic community in Pak-
istan, which is engaged in var-
ious efforts to strengthen
international trade and har-
mony. =

analyses the latest products
such as Mobile Devices, Elec-
tronics, and Home Theatre
Audio etc. At EISA, the ex-
pert team of 50 special inter-
est magazines, from 22
European countries Awards
the best manufactured prod-
ucts after thorough assess-
ments. The Awards are
independently given and the
winners are solely decided
after fair and meticulous as-
sessment. EISA has been giv-
ing awards from the past 33
years, through a process of
fair analysis and the results
are very well based and inter-
nationally acknowledged.
Huawei’s Ascend P7 also
received this award last year
and now P8 has successfully

managed to grasp it again be-
cause of its enhanced and im-
proved camera performance
and exclusively modernized
craftsmanship. This practi-
cally economical high-end
smart phone, P8 possesses an
extremely elegant appearance
with highly efficient internal
features, the Octa-core Kirin
930 processor, 3GB
RAM/16GB or 64GB ROM,
a heavy loaded 2680mAh bat-
tery, super quality SMP Selfie
and 13 MP rear camera with
optical image stabilization
and many other exclusive and
exuberant feature. If one is
comparing on the basis of
price to performance ratio,
then surely Huawei’s ultra
cool P8 outshines the rest. =

Warid international roamers
to get 85% discount in SA
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has announced a special offer
for its customers travelling to
Saudi Arabia whereby all
Warid Postpaid and Prepaid
customers will be entitled to
avail 85% discount on Inter-
national Roaming rates.
Warid customers in Saudi
Arabia can select STC (Saudi
Telecom Company) as their
preferred network to avail this
discounted offer. In order to
facilitate its roamers during
Hajj, a special discounted rate
of Rs. 15/min+tax is being
offered for receiving incom-
ing calls from their loved ones
in Pakistan and Rs.
19/min+tax for calling back
to Pakistan. These discounted
rates will be offered through-

Lahore: Warid Telecom

=

SuSTC 2 tolumpbio 5228

out the upcoming Umrah &
Hajj season. Warid Postpaid
roamers can also use internet
at a rate of Rs 13/MB via
Warid’s International GPRS
roaming service. No subscrip-
tion or dialing of short code
is required in order to enjoy
discounted rates with STC.
Just carry Warid’s SIM along
and enjoy seamless connec-
tivity with your loved ones
even while travelling abroad.
STC holds the largest sub-
scriber base in Saudi Arabia
and is the one of the best
providers of voice and data
services. Warid and STC have
partnered together to facili-
tate Warid’s valuable cus-
tomers travelling to Saudi
Arabia for Umrah and Hajj. m

Tameer
Bank,
Telenor Pak
joins hands

Lahore: Pakistan’s first
and largest branchless banking
service and a joint venture be-
tween Tameer Microfinance
Bank and Telenor Pakistan,
Easypaisa has signed an
agreement recently with RAVI
Exchange. The agreement will
allow RAVI Exchange to offer
full suite of Easypaisa services
at their 108 exclusive outlets
nationwide, and will provide
Easypaisa access to RAVI Ex-
change’s distribution network.

g Flare Magazine September 2015
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Shahbaz
Sharif held
Q&A session

on Facebook

Lahore: Chief Minister
Punjab Shehbaz Sharif con-
ducted a question and answer
session on Facebook recently.
Fans of his Facebook page
were allowed to ask questions
which were later chosen and
answered in a separate
recorded video. Down below,
we have made a list of some
of the most important ques-
tions which were answered in
the video.
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Samsung gets number of awards at IDEA 2015

“T'he eight awards mclude one gold award, three silver awards and four bronze awards”

Lahore: Samsung Elec-
tronics received the largest
number of awards at the In-
ternational Design Excellence
Awards (IDEA) 2015, one of
the world’s most prestigious
design competitions. The
eight awards include one gold
award, three silver awards
and four bronze awards.

Founded in 1980 and or-
ganized by the Industrial De-
signers Society of America,
IDEA is one of the most in-
fluential design competitions
recognizing creative and in-
novative designs.

Samsung’s award winners
for this year encompass vari-
ous categories ranging from
home appliances to mobile
phone accessories, such as the
virtual reality headset - the
Gear VR. Other winners in-
clude a dishwasher with a
new water spraying mecha-
nism, and the LED Flip Wal-
let. All of these products
showcase an innovative as-
pect of Samsung’s business.

This year, the following
items won gold award:

. NX mini — A mirror-

INNSWUS

less camera with exchange-
able lenses. It is 22.5mm thick
and weighs 158g. By reinter-
preting the essence of tradi-
tional cameras via a
contemporary perspective,
the NX mini shows a simple,
classic design that is timeless.

This year, the following
items won silver awards:

. WaterWall Dish-
washer — A dishwasher that

features an effective spray bar

that achieves corner to corner
coverage of dishes inside in a
way that rotary bars cannot.
By introducing Flextray, a re-
movable rubber pad where
silverware and cooking uten-
sils can be laid out flat and
easily washed. The rubber
pad can then be easily re-
moved to move all of the sil-
verware after the wash.

Ufone launches Super roaming
offer for Hajj pilgrims

Islamabad: Ufone has launched a special
offer for Hajj pilgrims named ‘Super roaming
offer’ aimed at facilitating them while fulfilling
their communication needs during their stay in
the Kingdom on the occasion of Hajj with

family, friends and relatives.

Under this offer, Ufone prepaid customer
would be able to avail these special rates by
recharging via specially customized roaming
super cards and buckets, valid on both Mobily
and Zain networks in Saudi Arabia.

‘While recharging via a roaming super card
from the nearest retailer, Ufone customer
would get 25 minutes (incoming or outgoing)
and 25 SMS for just Rs 700, valid for 30 days,
whereas for Rs 1000, the customer would get
50 minutes and 25 SMS with a validity of 45

days.

If recharging from within Saudi, Ufone

customers would be able to avail the roaming
buckets whereby the customer would get two
options: 25 minutes (Incoming or outgoing)
+25 SMS valid for 30 days in Rs 500+ tax by
dialing *4880#, whereas the other option is 50

minutes (Outgoing or incoming) +25 SMS

*4881#.

valid for 45 days in Rs 750+ tax by dialing

Regarding this new offer, Mr Taimur Faiz
Cheema, GM (Products, Pricing & Strategy),
Marketing at Ufone (PTML), Pakistan said,
“This offer has been specially designed while
keeping in mind the needs of pilgrims, so that
they can communicate freely with peace of
mind, without having to worry about loading
mobile balance. We always strive to provide the
best possible packages to our customers which

provide both convenience and value for money,

which is reflected in this offer as well.” m

e LED Flip Wallet —
The world’s first smartphone
cover that displays informa-
tion and messages from a
smartphone with its LED dis-
play.

. Digital Appliance
Design Philosophy Frame-
work — A sentimental and re-
latable story that can be
understood by anyone via fa-
miliar media, such as videos
and books. It is used to pro-
mote the design direction of
Samsung home appliances.

Also, the following four
products received bronze
awards

. Gear VR — A virtual
reality (VR) wearable device
coupled with Samsung’s lat-
est smartphone can be easily
controlled by a touch pad.
The ergonomic design allow
users to enjoy the device com-
fortably anytime, anywhere.

*  Wireless Audio -
360 portable — A wireless
audio that delivers sound in
all directions consistently
thanks to its streamlined
shape that also seamlessly
blends with its surroundings.

e Personal Cooler — A
portable personal cooler that
is easy to move thanks to its
handle. It does not require an
outdoor unit to operate.

*  Hotblast™ Mi-
crowave oven — The black
frontal glass with a slim bezel,
wide door and flushed handle
make a luxurious exterior

In addition, 31 other Sam-
sung products made it to the
finalist. For instance, the
beautifully designed Samsung
curved SUHD TV (S9W)
with a 21:9 aspect ratio has
turned the TV into a work of
art. Like a sculpture in a
gallery, the screen of the Sam-
sung SOW rests upon a finely
crafted metal cube with its ex-
quisite form on full display.
Meanwhile , the Samsung
printer UX (Smart UX Cen-
ter) allows users to manage
documents easily based on
the features of a mobile oper-
ating system. Further, the De-
sign  Samsung webpage
introduces Samsung’s values
and culture based on its de-
sign philosophy. =

Mobicash celebrates
Independence Day with
specially designed

ATM cards

Islamabad: To celebrate
Pakistan’s independence and
share the feeling of patriot-
ism with its subscribers, Mo-
bicash has introduced the
distinctive, one of its kind,
Independence Day ATM
card. Mobicash Mobile Ac-
count users can get these lim-
ited edition ATM cards by
visiting their nearest Mo-
bilink Customer Care Cen-
ters and Franchises,
nationwide. “Itis our way of
connecting with the celebra-
tions across the country on
the birth of this great nation.

It provides our mobile ac-
count subscribers an oppor-
tunity to showcase their love
for the nation by carrying this
patriotically designed ATM
card.” said Aniqa Afzal
Sandhu, Head of Mobile Fi-
nancial Services - Mobilink.
Mobicash Mobile Account
customers can use ATM
cards to withdraw cash from
any ATM across Pakistan.
For further convenience, PIN
change option is available
through the USSD menu and
through a call to the customer
care center. m

Striking smartphones of 2015 taking Huaweil to another level

Lahore: Year 2015 has
proved to be extremely fortu-
nate for the swiftly developing
ICT solutions providing com-
pany, Huawei. Over the past
few years, Huawei has
achieved a strong position in
the international market with
the help of its incredibly inno-
vative smart phones, tablets
and other smart devices. The
rich research involved in the
manufacturing of Huawei
smart devices is extensive and
involves experts’ stationed in
16 R&D departments estab-

lished across the world.

In 2015, the sales growth
of Huawei has increased
tremendously. This year
Huawei has attained the high-
est sales target in comparison
to the last five years. Accord-
ing to the forecasts announced
by the officials at Huawei
CBG, a sales mark of USD 20
billion would be achieved in
2015 whereas this figure was
USD 16 billion, in 2014.

“The speed with which
Huawei is progressing, it can
undoubtedly said that the fu-

ture market would belong to
us. The major reason being
our strong relation with our
customers, we do not only de-
liver a supreme quality prod-
uct but we also keep an
effective after sales relation
with them.’” said Mr. Fanhong
Bruce, Director Device Mar-
keting of Huawei.

Huawei has achieved
tremendous success and a
great contribution in this suc-
cess has been made by the
striking smart phones released
this year. These smart phones

£ facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

e

WE'RE THE WORLD'S

ELB)BB.%

SMARTPHONE
COMPANY!

are from the Mate series,
Honor series and the amaz-
ingly popular P8 from the P
series. Huawei’s high-end
smart phone P8 sold 1Million
units in first two months fol-
lowing its launch.

W twitter.comffiaremagazinepk

Huawei has followed its
consumer-centered approach
to achieve remarkable success
in the market. The pioneering
and innovative ideas incu-
bated at the R&D depart-
ments of Huawei have made
its smart phones fully
equipped with modern and fu-
turistic features.

With the quality products
consistently being delivered
from Huawei, one can cer-
tainly hope for a future, where
people would be living in “a
better connected world”. m
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Huaweil Media Pad Tl 7.0 gaining rapidly peaking sales

“Media Pad recently delivered by Huawei is enclosed in a solid Aluminum metal Unibody that
o o o c o . b
looks perfectly attractive and 1s also resistant to external impacts which may be moisture and dust

Lahore: Launched in the
beginning of this month, the
wonder phablet of Huawei is
sailing smooth in the technol-
ogy market of Pakistan and
getting peaking sales growth.
It is now quite a well estab-
lished fact that Huawei has set
itself as such a technology so-
lutions providing company,
which does not rest for any-
thing mediocre and it only de-
velops such devices and
technologies which are not
only innovative but also
within easy access of its cus-
tomers. This smart phablet is
gaining very smooth and fast
pacing sales in Pakistan mo-
bile market, particularly be-
cause of that large bunch of
customers who look for tech
loaded products at affordable
prices.

Media Pad recently deliv-
ered by Huawei is enclosed in

wuawel [Medcicrrrad 71 10

a solid Aluminum metal Uni-
body that looks perfectly at-
tractive and is also resistant to
external impacts which may
be moisture and dust. Media
Pad has been manufactured
with the OTG reverse charg-
ing the innovative reverse
charging function so that your
device is always running and
you are connected with the

world for long hours.

The phablet’s exterior has
been designed with a smooth
transition technology, TOD,
which fuses together the dis-
play area and the TP frame
area and gives the feel of a
quite large screen. The color-
ful and bright display of
Media Pad is a 7 inches IPS
screen and wide viewing an-

Jovago.com organizes hotel awards
to encourage tourism in Pakistan

habel booking webms

Lahore: Jovago.com, Pak-
istan’s No 1 online hotel book-
ing website, organized its first
hotel awards held in Lahore re-
cently to applaud the best ho-
tels in Pakistan. The purpose of
this activity was to promote
Tourism as well as to raise pub-
lic awareness among the gen-
eral public regarding the travel
and tourism industry.

In its effort to boost local
tourism, and to promote hotels
in different areas of Pakistan,
Jovago.com has taken this ini-

tiative to reward the hotels that
are considered exceptional ac-
cording to the rating given by

the tourists. The presence
Fayyaz Ahmed from TDCP
further added encouragement
to the participating hotels.
Commenting on this initia-
tive Country Manager Jo-
vago.com,Mrs. Nadine Malik
Almani said “Jovago.com be-
lieves on bringing new initia-
tives and is working tirelessly to
promote travel and tourism
across Pakistan by educating

travelers to smartly book their

hotels with ease and at best
rates. Jovago.com congratu-
lates all the award winners and
hope to make it an annual fea-
ture”

Lahore Continental, Avari
Hotel, Hotel One, Heritage
Luxus suites, and Parhena Cot-
tages & hotel were awarded at
the first ceremony that was at-
tended by representatives from
hotel industry, tourism sector,
socialites, media, and travel en-
thusiasts. =

‘Telenor provides opportunity to
women for 2nd time

Islamabad: Telenor Pakistan
has announced the second intake
of Naya Aghaaz program which
is aimed at providing women the
opportunity to reboot their ca-
reers and experience the corpo-
rate lifestyle by being part of the
Telenor Pakistan. Naya Aghaaz
provides project based mid-ca-
reer opportunities to women
while ensuring their work life
balance; consequently creating a
talent pool of potential female

Ei facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

employees and future female
leaders for the organization.
Naya Aghaaz offers a 9-
month contractual position. The
project invites women belonging
to all age groups who are on a
break from their careers due to
family engagements and now
want to rejoin the corporate
world. While expressing his de-
light to announce the call for ap-
plications for the second batch of
Naya Aghaaz, Michael Foley,

L twitter. com/Maremagazinepk

CEQO Telenor Pakistan said,
“The project is in line with our
commitment to further build up
a diverse and inclusive work-
force, where all employees can
realize their potential. Telenor
Pakistan’s top management is ac-
tively working as sponsors of di-
versity  development  and
inclusion with an aim to con-
tribute towards not just the com-
pany’s success but country’s
success as a whole.” m

gles.

Media Pad T1 7 runs on
efficient Android 4.4 KitKat
OS with an excessively com-
prehensible Huawei EMUI
3.0. Interface. It carries a
Quad-core processor with a
frequency of 1.2 GHz; the
memory specs are 1 GB
RAM/ 8 GB ROM, extend-
able up to 32 GB (with mi-

croSD card). This superb
smart phablet delivers unhin-
dered and smooth web brows-

ing and voice calls,
SMS/MMS facility as well.
Huawei has equipped

Media Pad with a battery
power of 4100 mAh which
after being charged provides
long hours in standby mode,
video viewing and Internet
surfing etc supported with
speedy 3G/ Wi-Fi connection.
Huawei has manufactured
this phablet with the Smart
power consumption control
technology which keeps a
solid check on the battery
usage.

As this Brand’s logo says
it all, team at Huawei is thriv-
ing to bridge the gaps between
the people belonging to all
cultures and countries etc and
make this world a better con-
nected place. =

Unilever & WWF
tackle climate change

Lahore: Unilever Pakistan
has partnered with the World
Wide Fund for Nature-Pak-
istan (WWF-Pakistan) to ad-
dress rising temperatures by
increasing the number of
trees in the city. As part of
this effort, Unilever Pakistan
and WWF-Pakistan have
planted 2,000 trees to counter
the impact of extreme
weather patterns in Pakistan’s
largest city. The initiative was
inaugurated by Unilever’s
employee volunteers as part
of Independence Day Cele-
brations for a Cleaner
Greener Pakistan.

Shafaq Omar, Director
Human Resources, Unilever
Pakistan Limited highlighted,
“Unilever’s sustainability am-

bition aims at growing our
business by creating a brighter
future for consumers, cus-
tomers and communities. As
proud citizens of Pakistan we
hope to inspire positivity with
this initiative while also creat-
ing dialogue around climate
change this year. Speaking on
the occasion, Ali Dehlavi,
Senior Manager, Building Ca-
pacity on Climate Change
Adaptation in Coastal Areas
of Pakistan (CCAP) project of
WWF-Pakistan remarked that
positive climate change ac-
tions are an integral need for
Pakistan’s ongoing efforts for
sustainable development, es-
pecially as Pakistan remains
highly vulnerable to the ad-
verse impacts of climate m

TPL Trakker, HBL sign pact

Karachi: TPL Trakker and
HBL have signed an agree-
ment to support contactless
payments for HBL customers
using TPL technology. The
arrangement will be opening a
completely new and innova-
tive way of doing financial
transactions, which would be
critical to the growth of elec-
tronic payments across Pak-
istan. Present at the ceremony
were Ali Jameel, CEO TPL

Trakker, Faiq Sadiq, Head —
Payment Services HBL and
other senior officials of both
the organizations. “TPL is ex-
tremely excited to be provid-
ing HBL the solution to
support Contactless Pay-
ments” stated Ali Jameel,
CEO, TPL Trakker, while
shedding light on this venture
and its core facets, during the
signing ceremony. =

Mobilink Lahore Monthly
Allrounder offer

Lahore: Mobilink have in-
troduced Lahore Monthly All-
rounder sensational offer for
its prepaid subscribers in La-
hore which caters to their

g Flare Magazine September 2015
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data, all network voice calling
& SMS needs in just Rs 250+
tax including as minutes of all
networks, 4 GB data, 250
SMS to be use in a month. =
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Pemra to invite bids for DTH licensing in November
“Pemra now expect to mvite bids for D'TH lLicensing by the end of November, 2015. DTH k-

Islamabad: Pakistan Elec-
tronic Media Regulatory Au-
thority  (PEMRA)  has
approved the recommenda-
tions report of the Swiss con-
sultancy firm M/s Digital
Strategy regarding initiation
of Direct to Home (DTH) li-
censing in the country.

It was decided in the
105th Pemra meeting held at
its Headquarters Islamabad.

PEMRA had inked ac-
cord with Swiss Consultancy
Firm, back in March 2015 to
assist Pemra in preparing eli-
gibility criteria, license tem-
plate, bidding methodology,
determination of base price,
recommendation on number
of licenses to be issued and
the duration of licenses for
DTH etc.

Pemra now expect to in-
vite bids for DTH licensing
by the end of November,

2015. DTH licensing would
be a major milestone in the
broadcast arena.

With the launching of
DTH in Pakistan, the sub-
scribers would have much
more access to high quality
TV channels, embedded with
digital features like parental
control, electronic  pro-
gramme guide, Internet and
video on demand.

DTH service would help
in easier regulatory control
besides addressing complaint
of TV channels who are not
finding adequate place on
traditional analogue cable
TV networks.

Similarly this technology
would facilitate viewers to
watch large variety of un-in-
terrupted channels in their
homes.

The initiation of this dig-
ital medium would help in

Pepsico hosts Sting
Challenge Meet and
Greet with renowned
boxer Amir Khan

Lahore: PepsiCo Pak-
istan’s leading energy drink
brand Sting hosted an exclu-
sive “Sting Challenge Meet
and Greet” with renowned
boxing champion Amir Khan
at a local hotel in Lahore re-
cently. Sting Challenge is a so-
cial media driven initiative

lot of talent here. I want to en-
sure that the youth have facil-
ities and opportunities to
become international champi-
ons. I want to thank Sting for
providing a platform to meet,
coach and engage with the
youth of Pakistan through
friendly boxing rounds. Stay

’hﬁ’e! f
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istan is presenting a series of
physical challenges to Amir
Khan.

Amir Khan, accepted
round one of Sting Challenge
and flew in to Lahore to meet
fans. He engaged in live one
on one boxing rounds with
fans teaching them the art of
boxing. He also showed his
boxing moves to inspire the
youth towards channelizing
their energy productively in
sports.

Powered by Sting, Amir
Khan said: “Pakistan is my
home country and we have a

out what’s next for round two
and three of the Sting Chal-
lenge.”

Speaking at the occasion,
Salman Butt, Marketing Head
for PepsiCo Pakistan &
Afghanistan said: “We are
thrilled to host Amir Khan in
Pakistan for the Sting Chal-
lenge. Sting is a brand for the
youth and provides energy
boost. Amir Khan is a youth
icon championing the energy
and vitality Sting provides. He
is an inspiration for those who
fight challenges and live up to
their dreams.” m

N

censing would be a major milestone 1n the broadcast arena”

creating jobs for thousands
of people besides injecting
investment of billions of ru-
pees in the country's econ-
omy.

As a result of the DTH,
Pemra also foresee licensing
of more local and foreign TV

channels.
Besides, the Authority ap-
proved grant of two non-

commercial campus FM
radio licenses, one each to
Bahria University Islamabad
and Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
University, Shaheed Be-

nazirabad and also approved
request of Aruj TV channel
for change in management.

The Authority directed is-
suing final 30 days warning
to Indus Vision and VSH
(Balochi) channels to settle
all outstanding dues of the
Authority.

In case of further failure,
the Authority would endorse
the recommendations of the
Council of Complaints
Karachi dated May 28, 2015
to suspend both TV channels
licenses.

The meeting was chaired
by Executive Member/Act-
ing Chairman Pemra, Kamal
Uddin Tipu while the Secre-
tary Ministry of Information
Muhammad Azam, Chair-
man PTA Dr. Ismail Shah,
Chairman FBR Tariq Bajwa
and Ashraf Gujjar (Member)
attended the meeting. m

iNew Pakistan signs regional distribution
agreement with Mobile Masters

Lahore: iNew Pakistan
(Fonscape Communications
Pvt Ltd) has appointed Mobile
Masters as the regional distrib-
utor for iNew smartphones
and accessories in central Pun-
jab. The agreement was signed
by Alan Chen (CEO iNew
Pakistan) and Mian Irfan Aziz
(Managing Partner Mobile-
Masters). The agreement sign-
ing ceremony was held in
Lahore.

Expressing his views on
this occasion Alan Chen,
CEO iNew Pakistan said; “We
are absolutely focused to
launch iNew Smartphones in
Pakistan. The Head Office will
start its formal operations in
the last week of August. We
are committed to bring latest
innovative technology solu-
tions to our customers and this
distribution partnership will
pave the way, to increase our

@mobile master

nationwide presence and
make our innovative products
available for more consumers
in other cities as well.

He also said, we are
pleased to be represented by a
company of the stature of Mo-
bile Masters in this important
phase of our business ad-

SIGNING CEREMONY

APPOINTMENT OF REGIONAL DISTRIBUTOR

BETWEEN FONESCAPE COMMN

vancement in the Country.”

“Mobile Masters is de-
lighted to be associated with
iNew Pakistan and looks for-
ward introducing the high per-
formance iNew Smartphones
in Pakistan,” said Mian Irfan
Aziz, Managing Partner, Mo-
bile Masters. m

Warid launches Pakistan’s 1st
Postpaid Menu over USSD

Lahore: Warid Telecom
announced the launch of Pak-
istan’s first complete Postpaid
Menu over USSD with this
free of cost service, Warid
subscribers can easily manage
their connection with the
swipe of a finger.

Aimed at making services
more handy, the USSD menu
allows customers to have
quick, free, and easy access to
a variety of features and serv-
ices, including account details,
Voice/SMS/LTE bundles, ac-
tivation of Value Added Serv-
ices and much more. To

A facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

access the menu, users simply
have to dial *321# and an
array of options will pop up
on the screen, which can be
navigated through by using
the number keys.

Warid’s new USSD Menu
provides similar services
which are available on
Warid’s mobile app “My-
Warid” which allows smart
phone and internet users to
access details and features on-
line. Similarly the USSD base
menu provides even greater
flexibility for such customers
who do not have internet ac-

- 1'-.'.'l[it;'".lle:-I';'l-.‘iﬂrl;rl'r'lag.a-.:-|"|:-;:|E-:.

cess, thus this handy service
over USSD allows full control
to user to manage their mobile
account and access any de-
sired information. This initia-
tive will greatly improve the
customer service experience
for Warid subscribers, making
it significantly easier for them,
more faster& convenient for
them to access any informa-
tion that they desire.

With many industry firsts,
Warid has always excelled
when it comes to innovation
and delivery of outstanding
services. m
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Mobicash offers NFC payments at vending machines

“Through this collaboration, Mobicash users will be able to purchase items from Wavetec’s .
NFC enabled vending machines which are to be installed at various places around the country

Islamabad: Mobicash has be-
come the first mobile financial
services provider (MFS) to
launch Near Field Communica-
tion (NFC) payments on vend-
ing machines for its mobile
account users after signing an
agreement with Batwa and
Wavetec.

Through this collaboration,
Mobicash users will be able to
purchase items from Wavetec’s
NFC enabled vending machines
which are to be installed at vari-
ous places around the country.
As a pilot, this facility will be
available at the Mobilink prem-
ises for employees. After a suc-
cessful trial period, the facility
will be available to Mobicash
Mobile Account holders. This
initiative is another step towards
a secure and reliable cashless
ecosystem in the near future.

To launch the NFC pay-
ments mechanism, a signing cer-
emony was held in Islamabad,
attended by Ms. Aniga Afzal
Sandhu, Director Mobile Finan-
cial services — Mobilink, Adnan

Intel introduces 6th
Generation Intel® Core™

Karachi: Intel Corporation
introduced the 6th Generation
Intel® Core™ processor fam-
ily, the company’s best proces-
sors ever. The launch marks a
turning point in people’s rela-
tionship with computers. The
6th Gen Intel Core processors
deliver enhanced performance
and new immersive experi-
ences at the lowest power levels
ever and also support the
broadest range of device de-
signs — from the ultra-mobile
compute stick, to 2 in 1s and
huge high-definition All-in-One
desktops, to new mobile work-
stations. There are over 500
million computers in use today
that are four to five years old or

Asdar, Director — Batwa, Sajid
Farooqi, CEO — Batwa, Ahmed
Fraz, CEO — Wavetec, and Saim
Ehtesham, HOD — Vendi.
Speaking about this first of its
kind innovative offering, Aniqa
Afzal Sandhu stated: “NFC
based payment solutions open
up a unique opportunity to en-
able our 1.5 million strong Mo-
bicash mobile account user
family to use NFC technology to
pay for day to day transactions,
starting with these NFC based

older. They are slow to wake,
their batteries don’t last long,
and they can’t take advantage
of all the new experiences avail-
able today. Built on the new
Skylake microarchitecture on
Intel’s leading 14nm manufac-
turing process technology, 6th
Gen Intel Core processors de-
liver up to two and a half times
better performance , triple the
battery life , and graphics that
are 30 times better for seamless
and smooth gaming and video
experiences versus the average
5-year-old computer. They can
also be half as thin and half the
weight, have faster wake up
time, and battery life that lasts
virtually all day. =

Visa & Stripe partner to
expand online commerce

Karachi: Visa Inc and
Stripe, a mobile and online
payment provider, announced
a strategic partnership to sup-
port new technologies and on-
line payment experiences for

merchants, developers and
consumers worldwide.
Through this relationship,

Stripe will accelerate its inter-
national expansion, particu-
larly in emerging markets,
accessing Visa’s global foot-
print through its acquiring and
issuing partners. To support
this growth and joint long-
term initiatives, Visa has also
made a strategic investment in
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vending machines. As a pro-
moter of branchless banking in
the country with a vision to
bridge the prevalent divide be-
tween the banked and unbanked
population, we believe rapid
growth of NFC based payment
solutions is for the benefit of a
cashless ecosystem. The next
step in this cashless ecosystem
revolution is the launch of our
NFC enabled retail payment so-
lutions across Pakistan. We
would like to thank Batwa and

Wavetec for jointly assisting us in
the development of an efficient
and customized solution for our
customers.”

Adding his thoughts on the
need for more NFC based pay-
ment solutions, Ahmed Fraz
said: ‘“Pakistan has great poten-
tial for a NFC based payment
ecosystem, especially since MFS
accounts for a great amount of
financial activity amongst the
large unbanked population. Such
solutions will offer greater bene-

fits to the consumers, retailers
and cashless banking sector in
the country.

Adnan Asdar further added:
“I would like to congratulate the
entire Mobilink, Wavetec, Vendi
and Batwa teams on successfully
collaborating to launch this proj-
ect; a big step towards creating a
cash lite eco-system. Its success
will emphasize the importance
of an agnostic infrastructure for
accelerating financial inclusion
and bringing down the cost of
doing business for all stakehold-
ers.”

To use this innovative pay-
ment solution, Mobicash users
will input their mobile number to
acquire an NFC tag, payment for
which will be deducted from
their mobile account, and will
then place this tag on the Vendi’s
NFC reader to link their Mobi-
cash mobile account to their
NFC tag. Upon selection of an
item from Vendi, the user will
enter his/her MPIN on their
phone to complete the transac-
tion. m

Huawei Talkband B2 your smart companion

Lahore: Talkband B2 is a
highly advanced wrist band,
which possesses such extraor-
dinary features which un-
doubtedly make it a perfect
companion for your every day
smart life. Huawei has
launched it recently, along with
its other smart devices such as
P series, P8 and P8 lite. This
Talkband is compatible with
the smart phones which have
Android 4.0 above and 10S 7.
This smart band can be used in
numerous useful ways i.e. as a
Bluetooth, as a fitness tracker,
sleep manager, phone locator
etc. The UI of this smart band
is very simplified and easy to
understand, presenting all the
applications etc as circles on
the touch screen which con-
tinue to add up with further
use. Given its size and features

the battery power of this de-
vice is also very strong, 95
mAh ie. Stand by time (if
Bluetooth is not used) is 12
days and with normal usage its
5 days with 6 Hours On calls
and the Talkband gets charged
in half an hour with the help of
a built-in micro USB. Huawei
has made technology easier for
its customers by manufactur-
ing Talkband, which would

serve as their exclusive fitness
tracker as well. This smart
band has the ultra cool feature
of monitoring your daily exer-
cise routine. The Talkband is
water and dust proof, which
makes it easily wearable during
your sweaty exercises. This
Band serves as the best “FIT-
NESS TRACKER” having
built in 6 Axis Sensors, which
detect the type of exercise you
are doing and helps you by
counting your steps, distance
covered and calories burned
etc. Huawei’s Country Market-
ing Head, Fraz M Khan ex-
pressed his view about this
band in these words, “The
Talkband is indeed a very use-
ful product of Huawei for the
gadget lovers as it provides va-
riety of effectively practical
features. m

Stripe. Working together, the
companies will enable a global
payments solution for new
ecommerce experiences like
“buy buttons” and new inno-
vations to come. Stripe will
also be one of the first betal
partners to connect to Visa’s
network capabilities via APIs
and SDKs, offering their de-
veloper community access to
payment and risk management
services, Visa’s tokenization|
service and security technolo-
gies. With this joint effort, Visa
and Stripe will offer an ex-
panded set of capabilities to the

developer community. m
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Mobilink introduces international
roaming offer for Hajj pilgrims

Islamabad: Mobilink has
announced a convenient in-
ternational roaming offer for
its postpaid and prepaid sub-
scribers performing the holy
ritual of Hajj. The offer gives
Hajis an opportunity to con-
nect with their loved ones
back in Pakistan by availing
up to 90% discount on inter-
national roaming through
Saudi Arabia’s Zain Network.
To benefit from this offer, sub-
scribers need to activate inter-
national roaming by visiting
their nearest Mobilink Cus-

tomer Care Centre, Franchise
or simply calling 111. Mo-
bilink Hajj Roaming offer is
by default available for all cus-
tomers who have roaming
service activated on their
number. This offer is currently
available and valid till October
31st, 2015. Speaking about
the Hajj Roaming Offer,
Ehtisham Rao, Director Busi-
ness Services Division Mo-
bilink  said: “Mobilink
understands the value of cre-
ating a strong bond with its
subscriber base by continuing

B Flare Magazine September 20156
S

to offer convenient and inno-
vative offers, which enhance
service experience and make
life more comfortable. This
auspicious pilgrimage is noth-
ing short of a spiritual journey
for each pilgrim, and through
our Hajj Roaming Offer, we
have done our best to ensure
this journey is shared with
loved ones back home.”
Through the Hajj Roaming
Offer, subscribers can receive
and make calls to Pakistan
and within Saudi Arabia at
just PKR 0.25/ second.m
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PTCL introduces next-generation CharJi
EVO services in Peshawar

“The introduction of CharJi EVO will enable residents of Peshawar to experience Pdklstan S
fastest and most reliable 4G L'TE wireless broadband service at speed upto 36Mbps

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Com-
pany Limited (PTCL) has ex-
panded its next-generation
CharJi EVO wireless broad-
band services to Peshawar.

The introduction  of
CharJi EVO will enable resi-
dents of Peshawar to experi-
ence Pakistan’s fastest and
most reliable 4G LTE wire-
less broadband service at
speed upto 36 Mbps.

The company ushered a
new era of technological in-
novation in the country by in-
troducing the next generation
‘CharJi EVO’ in 2014, which
is an addition to the 3G EVO
range of services already serv-
ing the residents of Peshawar
and customers nationwide.

The launch ceremony of
CharJi EVO services was at-
tended by a large audience of
business community, senior
government officials, media
personalities as well as repre-
sentatives of IT and educa-
tion sector. Muzafar Said,
Minister of Finance, Govern-
ment of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) was the
chief guest.

Adnan Shahid, Chief
Commercial Officer, PTCL,
while speaking at the launch

e

Muzaffar Said, Minister of Finance, Government onKybher Pakhtunkha (KP) along with Adnan Shahid, Chief Commercial Officer PTCL and other
PTCL officials at launching ceremony of Charji Evo services in Peshawar.

ceremony said, “PTCL has
always been at the forefront in
introducing innovative tech-
nologies and services in the
country and our fixed and
wireless broadband services
are acting as a catalyst in
transforming the socio-eco-
nomic landscape of Pak-
istan.”

“PTCL has always intro-
duced technologies that have
helped people improve their
lives. Peshawar is a historic
city and a strong business hub

and CharJi wireless broad-
band services will open new
possibilities of growth” he
added further.

Shahid Mahmood, Execu-
tive Vice President, Business
Zone North, PTCL said, “We
are committed to develop
high-speed broadband eco-
system throughout the coun-
try and launch of CharlJi
service in Peshawar is a re-
flection of this vision.”

Badar Ul Zaman, Re-
gional General Manager,

PTCL, Peshawar said: “The
launch of PTCL CharJi EVO
will create more value for our
customers here in Peshawar.
The service will open new av-
enues for households, educa-
tional institutions and
businesses in the city.”
CharJi EVO service is
available in convenient don-
gles, Mi-Fi clouds and tablet,
providing a powerful internet
experience, faster web brows-
ing, HD video streaming,
downloads, uploads and low

latency (ping) rates for online
gaming. The ease and com-
fort of CharJi EVO cloud de-
vices with its state of the art
Wi-Fi capability and fast in-
ternet browsing brings an un-
paralleled experience,
connecting up to 10 Wi-Fi en-
abled devices simultaneously.

PTCL has launched Pak-
istan’s first 4G LTE tablet
Charji EVO Tab’ which pro-
vides built-in charji connec-
tivity and voice calling
feature. m

Warid brings special LTE bundle offer for Multan, Hyderabad and Jaamshoro

Lahore: Warid Telecom
announced a region based
LTE offer for its customers re-
siding in Multan, Hyderabad

and Jaamshoro. This offer al-
lows prepaid customers in
these cities to avail 1GB LTE
internet in just Rs. 50 for 7

FLA

days, or utilize 5GBs in Rs.
100 for one whole month.
Customers will simply have to
dial *522# to activate this ex-

citing offer.

Warid has made it quite
apparent that its’ LTE services
are exceptional. Quickly grow-
ing from its LTE launch in De-
cember 2014, the company
now boasts the largest number
of LTE customers in Pakistan.
Additionally, over the last
decade, the company has
proven itself to be highly pop-
ular, with the highest rate of
customer satisfaction amongst
all providers in Pakistan.

Warid has not only brought
the latest technology to its cus-
tomers, but has also consis-
tently provided them with
convenient, accessible and af-
fordable plans and offers along
with outstanding customer
service. Furthermore, Warid’s
Lightening Taiz LTE internet
has been embedded with MiFi
and Wingle devices as well,
bringing its customers inex-
haustible options for internet
connectivity. m
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TechShop offer
classesin a

fields
A member of TechShop
works on a design computer
2015, at TechShop m Arling-
ton, Virginia. TechShop, with
facilities across the US, offers
classes 1 a variety of fields in-
cluding woodworking, metal
shop, machiing, textiles,
welding, computers, frabrica-
tion, laser cutting, autodesk,
3D modeling, steam, and sup-
plying approximately
one million USD.
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Fitbit officially launches
its wearables in Indiao.

media conference
Fitbit's Chief Revenue Off1-
cer Woody Scal (R) and In-
dian Bollywood actress
Shraddha Kapoor pose for a
photograph during a promo-
tional event in New Delhu.
Fitbit 1s launching products
m over 300 stores across
India, after a soft-launch
online earlier in 2015.

Bionics robotic hand
for amputees
A young boy, born with a right
hand malformation, tries on
his new 3D-printed hand by a
member of the Association for
the Study and Assistance of
Child Amputees (ASSEDEA).
A prototype 3D-printed ro-
botic hand that can be made
faster and more cheaply than
current alternatives 1s this year's

UK winner of the James Dyson
Award.
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Peugeot scooter on
display

A model sits on a Peugeot
scooter on display at the Indone-
sia International Motor Show 1n

Jakarta, Indonesia. The auto
show, which ended on August
30 became a major global motor
show and 1t has been a bench-
mark for the automotive mdus-
try in Southeast Asia.

Muscle building
device for knee
pain patients
A model displays
Japanese electronics
glant Panasonic's mus-
cle building device for
knee pam patients and
senior people "Hiza
tramner’ (knee trainer)
Tokyo. The device has
gyro sensors to analyze
user's motion of walking
and give electric stimu-
lation on the muscles of

thighs to build muscles.

photo trend
cW¥ls take a selfie photo

n a decorated street of Gracia
district, in Barcelona, during
the "Festa Major de Gracia'
(Gracia's annual festival). This
festival attracts crowds of peo-
ple to enjoy one of the festival's
most popular event, "the best
decorated street" contest during
which residents of 23 neighbor-
ng streets recycle any kind of oy | _ b .:.__
used objects and materials to {20 e 0 e ~
~ decorate their neighbourhood. | " o gAY |

WarldlLTE Neversettle forless than the best

E-cigarettes 95
[ than
tobacco

A woman smokes an electronic
cigarette in London, Britain.
Electronic cigarettes are around
95 percent less harmful than to-
bacco and should be promoted
as a tool to help smokers quit, a
study by an agency of Britain's
Department of Health said. I
cigarettes, tobacco-free devices
people use to mhale nicotine-
laced vapor.

@ waridtel.com
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cardu

Proud to Serve the Nation

Road Safety and You
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Avari Hotels are Proud
to Support cardu’s
Road Safety Initiative

%1 cardupk
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'Road Safety Information and Services Available at cardu

Driving in Bad Weather

Advanced Used Car Search

Try our new advanced used car
search form. Find the right car for
you by choesing from 16 different
search criteria from make and model
to colour and body type.

FIRST A\D
Government Policies

Current Fuel Prices

Traffic Updates

dAhack nl

For your fi P

Driving on Motorways Road Signs

You should only use the ouler lane to
overtake slower moving vehicles
when the lefi-hand and middie lanes
are occcupled wilth slower moving
traffic,

Safety &

Safe Driving Practices

Car Finance

Drive
Safe

Car Breakdown

Car Parts & Accessories

Driving Schools

Car Import Policy

Important Forms

Card4u Route Planner

A Cardu motor insurance policy gives
you the maximum coverage with
greater benefits, innovative features
and hassle free post and pre
insurance processing

Take Our Quick Test Dealing With Car Breakdowns

Get your vehicle off the road i
possible and wam other traffic by
using your hazard warning lights,
X particularty if your vehicle is causing
: an obstruction,

W
i

Seasonal Advice

el s [ ]

t us at info@cardu.com.pk

cardu.com.pk

Road Safety Facts

1. Today, approximately 3000 people will die in road accidents. That represents roughly
ten awcraft erashes every day.

2. Globally, road traffic crashes have become the leading cause of death for young people
aged 15-29 years.

3, Low- and middie-income countres account for more than 85% of global deaths from
road traffic crashes.

4. Nearly half of those dying on the workd's roads are pedestrians, cyclists and
motorcyclsts, Millions more people often remain disabled for kfe.

5. The global financial cost of road traffic injuries is US3518 bilion each year - we are
lesing an economy the size of Switzerland every year.

6. The cost to low- and middle-income countries is USS 65 bikon, mere than all incoming
development aid.

7. Road crashes take up much-needed health care resources in communities that often
suffer from other severs health issues.

B. By 2020, unless action is taken, road traffic injuries are predicted to rise overall by
about 65 per cent.

Avari Hotels & cardu - a Joint Effort

In an attempt to reduce the needless loss of life on the roads of Pakistan, Cardu have
created a state of the art Road Safety and Driving Education website, With advice and
instructions covering all driving si i we are g this national
CaUSe 35 OUr nuMber one priofity.

Avari Hotels are proud to offer full support and assistance to ensure the Cardu road
safety initiative reaches the largest audience. Road safety & everyone's responsiility. The
more people know and understand the hazards is a step closer to safer roads. We
encourace vou to take the Quick Test at the Carsl website.

airblue

lpaem?r ﬂ
MARISEGROUEOF COMPANES e b e r=alines

Crescent Star Insurance
c : o A B L8

Join CERAM in this noble cause and help raise awareness of Read Safety in Pakistan
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Facebook celebrates one billion users EiaicE itz
in single day

“Facebook said monthly active users surged 13 percent from a year ago to 1.49 billion. The num-
ber of mobile active users rose to 1.31 billion”

Facebook boasted of a
new benchmark in its seem-
ingly inexorable march to In-
ternet ubiquity: a Dbillion
people used the social network
in a single day.

"We just passed an impor-
tant milestone," chief execu-
tive and co-founder Mark
Zuckerberg declared in a post
on his Facebook page.

"l in 7 people on Earth
used Facebook to connect
with their friends and family."

"When we talk about our
financials, we use average
numbers, but this is different,"
Zuckerberg added.

"This was the first time we
reached this milestone, and it's
just the beginning of connect-
ing the whole world."

Zuckerberg also posted a

video dedicated to the
achievement.

In its earnings update last
month, Facebook said

monthly active users surged 13

percent from a year ago to
1.49 billion. The number of
mobile active users rose to
1.31 billion.

Facebook on Thursday
also said it is building new
technology that video creators
can use to guard against their
works being copied at the so-
cial network without permis-
sion.

"This technology is tai-
lored to our platform and will
allow these creators to identify
matches of their videos on
Facebook across pages, pro-
files, groups, and geogra-
phies," a blog post said.

"Our matching tool will
evaluate millions of video up-
loads quickly and accurately,
and when matches are sur-
faced, publishers will be able
to report them to us for re-
moval."

Facebook planned to soon
begin testing the new match-
ing technology with a select

group of partners, including
media companies.

The California-based so-
cial network said that it has
got word from some publish-
ers that videos are sometimes
uploaded to Facebook with-
out permission in a practice
referred to as "freebooting."

Facebook is already using
an Audible Magic system that
uses audio "fingerprinting" to
identify and block copyrighted

videos from making it onto
the social network without
proper authorization.

"We want creators to get
credit for the videos that they
own," Facebook said.

"To address this, we have
been exploring ways to en-
hance our rights management
tools to better empower cre-
ators to control how their
videos are shared on Face-
book." m

Panasonic to close Beijing
battery factory, cut 1,300 jobs

Panasonic Corp an-
nounced that it will shutter its
Beijing lithium-ion battery fac-
tory and cut 1,300 jobs. The
move comes amid weak global
demand for basic mobile
phone and digital cameras
thanks to the increasing preva-
lence of high-tech smart-
phones, the company said.

Panasonic inherited the
factory in 2010 following its
$4.6 acquisition of Sanyo
Electric Co.

Workers at the 15-year-old
factory, which produces bat-
teries for the less popular de-
vices, were informed of the
impending closure late last
month.

Panasonic has been in the

midst of restructuring to focus
on electric car batteries, sign-
ing an agreement with Tesla
Motors in 2014 and announc-
ing in June 2015 that it plans
to invest nearly $500 million in
its own automotive business.

According to the agree-
ment with Tesla, Panasonic
will be responsible for the
“manufacture and supply
cylindrical lithium-ion cells
and invest in the associated
equipment, machinery and
other manufacturing tools” at
the company’s $5 billion Gi-
gafactory in Nevada.

As of noon Thursday,
Panasonic stock was down
less than one percent and
shares were trading at $10.80.

HP opts for du enterprise
mobile services

du, the fastest growing
telecommunications provider
in the Middle East, has re-
cently signed leading global
information technology com-
pany Hewlett-Packard (HP) as
a new enterprise customer.

As part of a multi-level
agreement, du will provide
HP employees in the UAE
with mobile (including data)
and fixed line services.

Hany Fahmy Aly, Execu-
tive Vice President — Enter-
prise Business, du, said: “At
du, we understand that mobile
service is pivotal to any busi-
ness’s ability to stay con-
nected, which is why we
continuously seek to provide

the best in breed products and
services to our valued business
customers, so that they can
succeed and evolve. We are
delighted with our latest col-
laboration with HP, and we
look forward to a lasting and
fruitful partnership.”

By providing HP with tai-
lored services, du will enable
its new enterprise client to
meet its communications
needs, thereby boosting pro-
ductivity and connectivity. A
senior and experienced dedi-
cated account manager, with
clear service level agreements,
will be on hand to service the
HP account along with a team
of capable du employees. =

Google rejects EU
anti-trust charges as 'wrong'

US Internet search giant
Google rejected accusations
by EU anti-trust regulators
that it illegally abuses its mar-
ket dominance, in its first for-
mal reaction to allegations by
Brussels earlier this year.

"We believe that the state-
ment of objections' prelimi-
nary conclusions are wrong as
a matter of fact, law, and eco-
nomics," Google general
counsel Kent Walker said in a
blog post, referring to the Eu-
ropean Union's official com-
plaint filed in April.

By standing its ground in
the formal response, Google
leaves the daunting decision to
further pursue one of the
world's most far-reaching
companies to EU Competi-
tion Commissioner Margrethe
Vestager, a steely Dane and
Europe's top anti-trust regula-
tor.

The stakes are huge for
Google which if found at fault
under EU anti-trust rules,
could face a fine of up to 10
percent of its annual sales -- in
Google's case, $66 billion in
2014.

"We've taken seriously the
concerns in the European
Commission's statement of
objections that our innova-
tions are anti-competitive,"
Walker said.

"The response we filed
today shows why we believe
those allegations are incorrect,
and why we believe Google
increases choice for European
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consumers and offers valuable
opportunities for businesses of
all sizes," he said.

In April, Vestager formally
accused Google of abusing its
dominance in Europe where
the brand holds an imposing
90 percent of the search en-
gine market, greater even than
the US, where Google stands
at 76 percent.

"The Commission can
confirm that it has today re-
ceived Google's reply to the
statement of objections,"
Commission spokesman Ri-
cardo Cardoso said in a state-
ment.

"We will carefully consider
Google's response before tak-
ing any decision on how to
proceed and do not want to
prejudge the final outcome of
the investigation," he said.

Vestager, a former Danish
finance minister, has launched
another high-profile probe
against Russian gas giant
Gazprom and is also delving
into the tax affairs of major
multinationals, including
Apple, Amazon and Star-
bucks. =
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Key Apple
music exec

steps down

A key executive for Apple's
music service who came to the
US tech giant with its acquisi-
tion of Beats has left the com-
pany. Apple confirmed in an
email that Ian Rogers, who
had been chief executive of
Beats Electronics and head of
its streaming music service, is
departing. m

LG introduces
folding key-
board

LG unveiled a nearly full-
sized, foldable keyboard, a de-
vice it says is aimed at
expanding the company’s mo-
bile accessory offerings. "The
goal was to create a product
that could add more value to
LG smartphones and tablets
at the same time offering a
unique design proposition that
hadn't been explored before,"
said Seo Young-jae, vice pres-
ident in charge of Innovative
Personal Devices at LG Elec-
tronics Mobile Communica-
tions Company. m

Apple an-
nounces Sept.
9 event for
''"Phone 6s,’

Apple has just sent out invi-
tations for its expected Septem-
ber press conference, teasing us
with an announcement revolv-
ing around Siri. Taking place on
9 September, Apple is expected
to show off the iPhone 6s and
more surrounding a new version
of Apple TV. =

Honor unveils
latest smart-
phone,
wearables play

Honor introduced its latest
flagship smartphone, Honor 7,
into the European market, with
the company also revealing it
has a wearable set for launch. =

Ashley Madison
parent CEO
quits after huge
infidelity data
hack

The chief executive of infi-
delity website Ashley Madison's
parent company Avid Life
Media has left, just over a week
after hackers leaked data about
millions of its clients in a mas-
sive cyber assault. m

Flare Magazine September 20156

waridiE

)
A
(V)
e
(V)
o
bt
|
(4~
i
)
W
(7]
£
S
Pt
L~
e
-
(< V)
(V]
e
(V)
-
(V)
—_—
Ll
-
O
T
g

@ waridtel.com




Powered by

warldLTe

"

>

& golow.net.pk

INTERNATIONAL NEWS . QMobile

No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

Asustolaunch China Mobile, Huawel and Qualcomm, debut
Uplink Data Compression on 4G network

“The use of Uplink Data Compression also greatly reduces the latency of Internet surfing for mobile
users particularly in areas where performance 1s less than satisfactory, e.g. at the edge of coverage”

up to seven
Zenfones

Asus, the Taiwanese com-
pany, has plans to launch 6-7
more Zenfones, by next year.
This move was stated by Jerry
Shen, Asus CEQO. Asus will be
launching two different vari-
ants of the 'mainstream' Zen-
fone Laser, one Zenfone
Selfie, one 'premium' Zenfone
Deluxe, one Zenfone Max,
and one or two more models
of Zenfone Go. All of these
variants of the Zenfone family
will be released in 2016, but
specific launch times for each
variant was not mentioned by
him. =

BitTorrent shoot
allows for cross
platform file
sharing

While there are plenty of
apps available in app stores for

China Mobile, along with
Huawei and Qualcomm an-
nounced the completion of
the industry's first commercial
verification of Uplink Data
Compression (UDC), a TDD
technology, on a LTE TDD
commercial network.

The results indicate that
Uplink Data Compression en-
able operators to maximize
LTE-TDD uplink resources,
greatly increasing the number
of uplink users and achieving
significant compression effi-
ciency for various applications
such as WeChat, and other
services including web brows-
ing.
The use of Uplink Data
Compression also greatly re-
duces the latency of Internet

satisfactory, e.g. at the edge of
coverage. TDD+ was initially
proposed by Huawei and is a
key part of 4.5G. Through a
series of innovations, it can
utilize MBB speed to xGbps
level based on existing and fu-
ture LTE TDD features such
as Massive MIMO, 3D Beam-
forming, 256QAM, and UDC.

LTE modem in the terminal
intelligently compresses the
uplink data at the LTE lower
layers based on different con-
ditions and application traffic,

effectively  reducing  the
amount of data transmitted
over the air as well as the re-
spective interference generated
by the device.

and increase the overall uplink
system capacity by 50%.

Uplink Data Compression
deployed without requiring
any hardware upgrade.

On the network side, oper-
ators need only upgrade the
eNB software. On the termi-
nal side, this technology is
fully implemented in the LTE
modem and thus completely
independent from the mobile
phone's operation system. It
does not require changes to ei-
ther the browser or other mo-
bile phone applications, nor
does it affect the operator's
billing revenue system. Qual-
comm Technologies' next gen-
eration LTE modems are
expected to support this later
this year, with Huawei's eNB

files sharing, BitTorrent’s surfing for mobile users par- Among these technology, This results in high com- solutions also ready for com-
Shoot app stands out for the ticularly in areas where per- UDC offers an uplink effi- pression gains reducing the mercial release at the same
simple fact that it is cross-plat- formance is less than ciency improvement. The uplink resource consumption time. =

form, meaning that you can
share anything across An-
droid, iOS and even Windows
Phone. =

ZTE Corporation posted a
$252 million net profit for the
first half of 2015 on revenue
of $7.1 billion. That net profit
amounted to a 43 percent in-
crease over the same period
last year. The major gains
were attributed to increased
sales of LTE network equip-
ment to carriers, including
Telefonica, MTN Group and
Bharti Airtel, among others.m

Microsoft courts Android
users with Cortana digital

assistant beta

Software giant Microsoft
has taken another step along
its new, platform-agnostic mo-
bile strategy with the launch
of a public beta of its Cortana
personal digital assistant app
on Android.

its mobile products across all
platforms.

Assistance tools such as
Google voice search (“ OK
Google”) and Google Now al-
ready come as standard on
Android devices, but they're a
bit piecemeal and don’t offer
the one-stop-shop digital assis-
tant package promised by Cor-
tana and Apple’s Siri. One of
the crucial features in the An-

droid version of Cortana is the
ability to launch it just by long
pressing the home key, thus re-
placing Google voice search,
but the “Hey Cortana” com-
mand is still unavailable on
Android.

The latest version of Mi-
crosoft’s desktop OS — Win-
dows 10 — comes with
Cortana preinstalled and Mi-
crosoft is positioning Cortana
on Android as an extension of
the PCtool. This is also con-
sistent with Microsoft’s strat-

much demand there is ever
likely to be for an alternative
digital assistant app on An-
droid, or even if people want
this sort of thing at all, given
Siri’s lukewarm reception. But
this launch is probably more
significant as a statement of
intent by Microsoft, which is
seeking to be the dominant
provider of productivity tools
on all mobile platforms. =

Windows 10 running

in

192 countries, on 90,000
unique devices

Microsoft's newest OS was
installed on 14 million PCs
within 24 hours of its launch
and has now been installed on
75 million PCs.

Almost a month since it
was launched, Windows 10
has found widespread accept-
ance. Microsoft’s latest operat-
ing system has now been
installed on 75 million PCs
spread over 192 countries.
Some other interesting bits of

seeks to reclaim some lost
ground after the debacle that
was Windows 8. And, for
now, it seems they are on the
right track. “Even some de-
vices manufactured in 2007
have upgraded to Windows
10,” Mehdi tweeted, which
seeks to highlight Windows
10’s ability to support a wide
range of PC configurations

dating back to Vista. More
than 90,000 unique tablet and
PC models have upgraded to
Windows 10. It also seems
like Microsoft's digital assis-
tant, Cortana, has a funny
bone and has told over half a
million jokes in response to
the “tell me a joke” query
(watch out Russell Peters).
The Windows Store on
Windows 10 has also wit-
nessed an upswing in popular-

E ) i statistics were shared by Yusuf ity with six times more
o : o €8y O,f makmg better use of its Mehdi, Corporate Vice Presi- downloads being reported per
- \ = = massive PC installed base to . . . .
5 Ea ] / improve its fortunes in mobile. dent of Marketing for Win- device than Windows 8. Xbox
Q i ’ i dows and Devices through a One owners have also cumu-
2 All in all, I'm keeping an eye “The Cortana app can do X & .
o) on CES Asia and am expect- most of the things Cortana | SEries of tweets yesterday. latively streamed more than
o lsrﬁ% v‘fn(l)%Zr gtfl(é“glmglom eg;;s does on your PC or on a Win- Following its 29th July 122 hours of gameplay to
= The attendees had angei’lerg}; Cortana originated as a dows phone,” said Microsoft’s launch, Windows 10 was in- Windows 10 devices. That
that was contagious. Many of proprietary feature of Mi- Susan Hendrichinablogpost. | stalled on more than 14 mil- would be roughly 13,360
o the brands brought their best crosoft’s Windows Phone mo-  “With the app, you can man- | lion PCs within the first 24  playthroughs of GTA San An-
G experiences. It was indeed a  bile OS, as the company strove ~ age your hectic lifestyle by set- | hours. Probably the biggest dreas’ main storyline! Also, a
= memorable show. s to persuade OEMs and con-  ting and getting reminders, | gactor that is pushing Win- combined total of 10 million
m} ZTE prOfitS soay sumers to adopt the platform  searching the web on-the-go, | 4,u¢ 19 adoption is the fact achievements have been un-
3 . over Android or i0S. Now tracking important informa- that it's bei fFered f locked by Mi ft Solitaire
o) as company 1In- that Microsoft has effectively tion such as flight details as | o 1> P8 Olered as a free  1ocked by MUCTOSOTE « _
e creases LTE given up on acquiring signifi- well as starting and complet- upgrade to Windows 7 and qulecﬁon and Mmecraft.
» . cant global smartphone mar- ing tasks across all of your de- Wmdow.s 8.1 USErs. The more  Windows 10. Edition Beta
equ1pment ket share for Windows Phone  vices.” the merrier definitely seemsto  players. Mehdi further tweeted
sales it is instead looking to exploit It remains to be seen how | be Microsoft’s mantra as it that over 2000 organizations

all over the world are in com-
petition to win the global part-
ner slot in its “Upgrade Your
World” program. Through it,
Microsoft would be providing
cash support to non-profit or-
ganisations. He also thanked
Kim Kardashian, Lady Gaga
and Dwayne Johnson for their
help in the Upgrade Your
World program. =
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Google, Samsung to issue monthly Android security fixes = WhatsApp for

“Samsung Vice President Rick Segal acknowledged that his company could not force the telecommu-
nications carriers that buy its devices in bulk to mstall the fixes and that some might do so only for
higher-end users”

Google and Samsung Elec-
tronics will release monthly se-
curity fixes for Android
phones, a growing target for
hackers, after the disclosure of
a bug designed to attack the
world's most popular mobile
operating system.

The change came after se-
curity researcher Joshua Drake
unveiled what he called Stage-
fright, hacking software that al-
lows attackers to send a special
multimedia message to an An-
droid phone and access sensi-
tive content even if the
message is unopened.

"We've realized we need to
move faster," Android security
chief Adrian Ludwig said at
this week's annual Black Hat
security conference in Las
Vegas.

Previously, Google would
develop a patch and distribute
it to its own Nexus phones
after the discovery of security
flaws.

But other manufacturers
would wait until they wanted
to update the software for dif-
ferent reasons before pushing
out a fix, exposing most of the
more than 1 billion Android

users to potential hacks and
scams until the fix.
Ludwig also said Google

has made other security
changes. In an interview, he
told Reuters that earlier this
year the team broke out inci-
dence rates of malicious soft-
ware by language. The rate of
Russian-language Androids
with potentially harmful pro-
grams had spiked suddenly to
about 9 percent in late 2014, he
said.

Google made its roughly
weekly security scans of Russ-
ian phones more frequent and
was able to reduce the prob-
lems to close to the global
norm.

Ludwig said improvements

to recent versions of Android
would limit an attack's effec-
tiveness in more than nine out
of 10 phones, but Drake said
an attacker could keep trying
until the gambit worked. Drake
said he would release code for
the attack by Aug. 24, putting
pressure on manufacturers to
get their patches out before
then.

Nexus phones are being up-
dated with protection this week
and the vast majority of major
Android handset makers are
following suit, Ludwig said.

Samsung Vice President
Rick Segal acknowledged that
his company could not force
the telecommunications carri-
ers that buy its devices in bulk

to install the fixes and that
some might do so only for
higher-end users.

"If it's your business cus-
tomers, you'll push it," Segal
said in an interview. Samsung
is the largest maker of Android
phones.

Ludwig said many An-
droid security scares were
overblown. He added that only
about one in 200 Android
phones Google can peer into
have any potentially harmful
applications installed at any
point.

Drake noted that those fig-
ures exclude some products, in-
cluding Fire products from
Amazon, which use Android.

As with Apple's iPhones,
the biggest security risk comes
with apps that are not down-
loaded from the official online
stores of the two companies.

Stolen files from Hacking
Team, an Italian company sell-
ing eavesdropping tools to gov-
ernment agencies around the
world, showed that a key av-
enue was to convince targets to
download legitimate-seeming
Android and iPhone apps from
imposter websites. m

HTC announces 15% staff cut
as part of restructuring plan

HTC announced its plans
for a “realignment” that will re-
sultin a 15 percent reduction in
the company’s workforce.

“As we diversify beyond
smartphones, we need a flexi-
ble and dynamic organization
to ensure we can take advan-

tage of all of the exciting op-
portunities in the connected
lifestyle space,” HTC chair-
woman and CEO Cher Wang
said in a press release. “This
strategic realignment of our
business will ensure that each
product group has the right
focus, the right resources and
the right expertise to win new
markets.”

In addition to staffing cuts,
HTC'’s restructuring plan will
include the creation of new
business units to “create
greater focus and profitable
growth in our key areas of pre-
mium smartphones, virtual re-
ality and connected lifestyle
products.” In total, the realign-
ment is expected to reduce op-
erating expenditures by 35
percent.

The announcement came
on the heels of the company’s
July posting of $166 million in
operating losses on just over $1
billion in revenue in the second
quarter. At the time, HTC said
increased competition had
raised operating costs and
noted that the company was
working on cost-saving meas-
ures to improve operating effi-
ciency.

In June, the smartphone
maker slashed its revenue pro-
jection for the second quarter
as sales of its high-end Android
phones suffered a severe de-
cline.

According to comScore,
HTC controlled 3.8 percent of
the U.S. smartphone market by
vendor at the end of the first
quarter 2015, marking a drop
from 4.1 percent in the same
quarter last year.

Once a prime player in the
smartphone market, HTC has
run into trouble recently as its
flagship One M9 phone has
faced fierce competition from
the Samsung Galaxy S6 and S6
Edge, as well as Apple’s iPhone
6 and iPhone 6 Plus.

Computer giant Lenovo
also announced plans to reduce
its workforce by 10 percent as
it attempts to recover from a
massive first fiscal quarter earn-
ings slide of 51 percent year
over year. m

Hackers post data from
affair dating site

Hackers have released
stolen information from some
32 million users of the affair
website Ashley Madison.

The data dump on what
Wired described as the "dark
web" included millions of pay-
ment transactions, email ad-

people who were registered on
the dating site.

The release comes about a
month after the data was stolen
by hackers identified as the
"Impact Team" who allegedly
tried to shut the site for
cheaters down "immediately
permanently." The group
threatened to release customers
records, nude pictures and con-
versations if the site wasn't
closed.

Ashley Madison's website
is known for its slogan "Life is
short. Have an affair." It helps
connect people seeking to have
an extramarital relationship
and is owned by company
Avid Life Media.

The hacker team appeared
to follow through on its threat

4 facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

with a 9.7 gigabyte dump,
Wired reported.

"We have explained the
fraud, deceit, and stupidity of
ALM (Avid Life Media) and
their members. Now everyone
gets to see their data," the
group reportedly wrote in its

data dump.

"I'm looking for someone
who isn't happy at home or just
bored and looking for some ex-
citement," said one user in the
data, Wired reported, while
noting some 15,000 users in
the data included government
or military email addresses.

Avid Life Media, based in
Toronto, Canada, condemned
the initial hack calling it a
"criminal intrusion." The com-
pany spoke out again saying
the release of data was an ille-
gal action against the members
of the website, Wired reported.

Ashley Madison was tem-
porarily blocked in South
Korea by the country's com-
munications commission, but
it returned with a surge of
users this year. m
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web is now 105
friendly

Facebook-owned chat
messenger WhatsApp
launched a web client earlier
this year, but the QR code you
need to scan to access it didn't
work for i10S devices. If you
felt left out that time, update
your app and check for
"WhatsApp Web" in the Set-
tings section, because the web
client is now available for i0S
users. Just go to web.what-
sapp.com -- you can now see
the iPhone listed among its
supported devices -- and ac-
cess "WhatsApp Web" on
your i0OS app's Settings to
scan the QR code that appears
on your computer. =

Alibaba to take
$4.6 billion
stake in retailer
Suning

Chinese Internet giant Al-
ibaba is to pay 28.3 billion
yuan ($4.6 billion) for a near-
20 percent stake in consumer
electronics retailer Suning. At
the same time the Chinese
shopping chain will invest up
to 14 billion yuan for just over
one percent of Alibaba, the
statement said, bringing the
total value of the deal to
nearly $7 billion. =

Batelco
appoints Muna
as Bahrain CEO

Batelco Chairman Shaikh
Hamad Bin Abdulla Al Khal-
ifa has announced the confir-
mation of Muna Al Hashemi
as Batelco Bahrain's CEO.
Mrs. Al Hashemi was ap-
pointed as Acting CEO for the
Bahrain operation in Decem-
ber 2014. She is the first lady
to hold the leadership role of a
telecommunications company
in the GCC region. m

Panasonic
launches three
Android smart-

phones

Panasonic has recently
launched three smartphones
dubbed Eluga 1.2, 12 and T45.
Each smartphone will feature
Dual-SIM and LTE Connec-
tivity. The Smartphone which
is more massive in innards
and hardware is Eluga L2
which has a 5.5-inch screen.
The L2 runs onSnapdragon
chipset with a 1.2GHz quad-
core processor accompanying
1GBRAM. =
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Lenovo
launches the af-
fordable A2010

4G phone

Lenovo introduced A2010,
India’s first and most econom-
ical 4G LTE dual-SIM smart-
phone from their very
successful A series in India.
This is perhaps the most value
for money LTE device in
India. Lenovo has emerged as
the biggest 4G smartphone
brand in India according to the
latest IDC report for Q2 2015
with 30% market share and is
poised to further extend its
reach in the product portfolio
through its latest offering. =

Twitter lifts 140-
characters limit

on messages

Micro blogging website
Twitter lifted its character limit
for direct messages between
users, saying it would help
make the private side of Twit-
ter “more powerful and fun.”
As a result, users of twitter will
now be able to send private
messages without 140-charac-
ter barrier which applies to
tweets. m

N

f glowByWarid

Italy telecoms
merger

Two Italian telecommuni-
cations companies, Wind and 3
italia, announced their merger,
creating a group with 31 million
mobile phone clients and rev-
enues over six billion euros. CK
Hutchinson Holding Limited,
the parent company of 3 Italia,
and VimpelCom, the owner of
Wind, said they had reached an
agreement for a joint venture
which will be operated on an
equal basis and be comprised of
their activities in Italy. m
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Taiwan's Fox-
conn to invest $5
billion in India

Apple iPhone manufac-
turer Foxconn has agreed to
invest $5 billion on a new plant
in the western Indian state of
Maharashtra, a government
official said, in a major boost
for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The Taiwanese firm's
chairman Terry Gou signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing with Maharashtra's chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis in
India's financial capital of
Mumbai. m
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Huawel wins largest share of China
Mobile VoLTE project

“Huawe1 will again be a key strategic partner of China Mobile as it implements its "Three New" strat-
egy proposed at the beginning of 2014, which includes New Call, New Message, and New Contact.
In total, Huawe1 will capture almost half of the China Mobile VoLL.TE project share”

Huawei says that it has
been awarded the largest share
of China Mobile's VoLTE
(CM IMS phase 2) project,
which includes network con-
vergence building and recon-
struction across 31 provinces
and municipalities in China.

According to the prelimi-
nary result of the overall bid-
ding process announced
recently, Huawei will again be
a key strategic partner of
China Mobile as it implements
its "Three New" strategy pro-
posed at the beginning of 2014,
which includes New Call, New
Message, and New Contact. In
total, Huawei will capture al-
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most half of the China Mobile
VoLTE project share.

China Mobile aims to pro-
vide services for 50 million
commercial VoLTE sub-
scribers by the end of 2015 or

the beginning of 2016, and a
key part of this is the evolution
of fixed IP Multimedia Sub-
system (IMS) networks to
Fixed-Mobile = Convergence
(FMC) networks across 14 of

China's provinces. Among
these 14 provinces, Huawei has
won the bid to conduct FMC
transformation for 12 devel-
oped coastal provinces and
cities including Beijing, Shang-
hai, Tianjin, Guangdong, Zhe-
jlang, and Jiangsu.

VoLTE deployment and
commercialization is forecast
to grow rapidly in 2015, with a
total of 28 commercial VoLTE
networks currently existing
worldwide according to a re-
port by GSMA.

Huawei added that it has
won over 50 VOLTE commer-
cialization contracts as of July
2015. =

Skype gets more
personal on Android

In response to user feed-
back, Skype is offering more
personalised features via its lat-
est Android update.

“At Skype we take your
feedback to heart and continu-
ously make updates to improve
your Skype experience. Today
in Skype 5.10 for Android,
we're bringing you new ways
to express yourself,” the com-
pany says in a blog post.

One of the new features is
the ability for user’s to person-
alise ringtones. Users will be
able to customise incoming
call sounds for a contact by se-
lecting a ringtone from their
device.

Users will now be able to
forward photos from their
chats. They can now share
photos from chats with other
Skype friends who may not be
included in the original con-
versation; a feature that previ-
ously was unavailable.

Skype says it also has in-
cluded a number of fixes and
additional improvements in
the latest update, including
changing the colours of avatars
for group chats so user can eas-
ily tell one conversation from
another. Users can try the fea-
tures by downloading the latest
version of Skype for Android
from the Google Play Store. m

Telenor chooses Ericsson for
VOoLTE and Wi-Fi calling

Telenor Sweden has cho-
sen Ericsson as the sole sup-
plier for a full scale upgrade of
the operator's core network,
enabling voice over LTE
(VOLTE) and Wi Fi calling.

Part of a five-year deal, the
rollout will begin in the third
quarter of 2015 with Ericsson
implementing a full suite of

telenor

products and services which
will enable Telenor to offer
HD voice and simultaneous
surfing over LTE networks.
With almost two and a
half million mobile sub-
scribers, Telenor is one of the
largest operators in Sweden,

) twitter.com/Mlaremagazinepk

and under the terms of the
agreement their user data sub-
scriber architecture will also
be upgraded to a more secure,
reliable and simpler structure.

Stefan Javerbring, CTO
Telenor Sverige AB, says: "Er-
icsson's comprehensive port-
folio and expertise will be a
great asset to us as we upgrade
our core network. The flexi-
bility and scalability of the
services deployed is just as im-
portant as their performance,
and we believe this will pro-
vide an excellent platform for
Telenor as we build Sweden's
leading mobile network."

The deal includes Ericsson
IMS to enable voice over
LTE, Wi-Fi calling and Rich
Communications  Services,
Wi-Fi  Mobility Gateway,
User Data Consolidation,
Mobile Softswitch Solution,
and related system integration
services. m

Google launches Wi-Fi
router for home use

Google Inc launched a Wi-
Firouter, the latest move in the
company’s efforts to get ready
for the connected home and
draw more users to its services.

The cylinder-shaped router,
named OnHub, can be pre-or-
dered for $199.99 (£128) at on-
line retailers including the

itself by creating Alphabet Inc,
a holding company to pool its
many subsidiaries and separate
the core web advertising busi-
ness from newer ventures like
driverless cars.

Making products for the
smart home is one such ven-
ture.

Google Store, Amazon.com
Inc and Walmart.com.

The router comes with in-
built antennas that will scan
the airwaves to spot the fastest
connection, Google said in a
blog post.

With the router, users will
be able to prioritise a device so
that they can get the fastest In-
ternet speeds for data-heavy ac-
tivities such as downloading
content or streaming a movie.

The router can be hooked
up with Google’s On app,
available on Android and iOS,
to run network checks and
keep track of bandwidth use
among other things.

Google said OnHub auto-
matically updates with new
features and the latest security
upgrades, just like the com-
pany’s Android OS and
Chrome browser.

The router is being manu-
factured by network company
TP-LINK, Google said, hint-
ing that ASUS could be the
second manufacturing partner
for the product.

The product launch comes
days after Google restructured

W Flare Magazine September 2016
L

Google last year bought
Nest, a smart thermostat
maker, for $3.2 billion (£2 bil-
lion), aiming to lead the way
on how household devices link
to each other and to electricity
grids.

The global market for “In-
ternet of Things”, the concept
of connecting household de-
vices to the Internet, will nearly
triple to $1.7 trillion by 2020,
research firm International
Data Corp said in June.

Technology firms including
Intel Corp, Cisco Systems,
Samsung Electronics and tele-
com giants Vodafone and Ver-
izon are betting heavily on
Internet device-connected
homes for future revenue and
profit.

Google has also been work-
ing on providing faster Internet
with its Google Fiber service in
some U.S. cities.

It also aims to expand the
reach of the Internet through
Project Loon, under which it is
floating balloons 20 kilometres
above the Earth’s surface to
beam Internet connection to
rural and remote areas. =
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Inspire Possibilities

MODEL RATE
A 1250
FT01 2595
FTO2 2695
F1o3 2695
G1 1295
G2 1295
G3 1295
G510 1395
G610 1495
G710 1495
G 280 1795
L226 1350
L228 1550
M 35 1450
N10 1782
N11 1795
N12 1595
N18 1495
N 79TV 1750
N9 1695
T1 1650
T2 1650
T28 1850
U225 1295
U 228[Flat] 1095
229 1250
U310 1450
U 505+ 1662
Ue2BTV 1850
Ues2aTy 1750
uar3 1495
U 220[Flat] 1075
W1 2195
Wi+ 2150
w22 1795
W 23 1495
w29 1495
w37 1555
W39 1595
w7 1650
wa 1695
W3 1995
WP 86 1840
WP B9 1882
Z1 1295
Z2 1750
£33 1750
Z6 1550
Z7 1250
SMARTPHONES

A5{3G} 4999
AT6 6900
A77 [Flat] 4900
AB 4900
AD7(3G) 6500
AZ98 [3G} 7500
Classic 1 6900
Classic 9 14900
G 6¢ (3G} 8500
G 6 Plus{3G} 8499
G 9 [Flat) 9999
G-Note 3 14300

QMobile

G10 fashion 9999
G10 honor 15900
G10 mini 4950
G100C 11900
Gpad 2 7499
Gpad 201[Flat] 7000
Gpad 3[Flat] 7900
Gpad 701{3G} 8900
Shark 1 3050
Shark 2 3495
Shark 3 3895
LTE 1[Flat] 14500
Smart 1 4595
Smart 2 4595
Smart 5 7700
X-Hero 7{3G] 12999
Tango 7 19900
SONY.
MODEL RATE
Xperia C3 27500
Xperia EY{D} 15000
Xperia E3[D} 17000
Xperia E4 {D] 16000
Xperia M2 Aqua 4G 27500
Xperia M2[D} 25000
Xperia T2 Ultra 40000
XperiaT3 39500
Xperia Z 31000
Xperia Z1 Compact 51500
Zperia £1 68000
= Microsoft
MODEL RATE
Lumia 430 3G} 7950
Lumia 435[3G) 7850
Lumia 532{3G} 8700
Lumia 535{3G} 139200
Lumia 540(3G} 16250
Lumia 630{3G] 15950
Lumia 640 XLI3G} 22700
l MOBILE

MODEL RATE
SMARTPHONE

RHYTHM SERIES

PZ1 (3G} 7700
PZ10{3G} 12500
PZ15({3G} 18750
PZ8I3G} 10900
RX100{3G} 14900
RX35{3G} 5700
R¥40{3G} 6700
RX50{3G] 6900
RX55(3G} 7200
R¥&0{3G} 11800

No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan
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RX65{2G}
RX70{3G}
RX75{3G}
RXB0{3G)
A200{2.4"}
A210[2.4"}
A220(2.4")
A225{2.4"}
A23012.4%}
A235{2.4")
A240(2.4")
C100{1.8%
C110{1.8%
C115{1.8%
J500{2.6%
J505{2.6"}
1510{2.47}
J515{2.4"}
N300{2.4"}
N310{2.4%
N320{2.4"}
5600{2.8")
5610{2.8%
5620{2.8"}
5700{2.8"
5625 {2.8"1

MODEL

A319

A 328

A 536 [flat]
AS000

A B06

A GO0O
P70

560

5650

S 850

S 860

590

Vibe X2
Vibe Z2 Pro

OO
MODEL

Find 7
R1007
RBI1K
R2007
R3001
R1K

N1 Mini
FIND 7a
RS

N3

8900
9750
9500
11400
2150
1975
2075
2125
2550
2375
2550
1675
1625
1875
2450
2590
2475
2675
2150
2150
1925
2850
2875
2975
3775
3150

RATE

7900

9800
13000
13500
169958
14900
24900
22700
14500
19500
24900
29900
30600
51000

RATE

55500
10900
14900
18900
25900
34900
39900
45900
49900
69900
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MOBILE RATES
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Q Mobile

MODEL

SMART PHONES SERIES
Android One

Al13G

A SERIES PHONES
A115

AZ90

| SERIES PHONMES
14-3G

I5-3G

i5i - 3G Deal 20+

I6i- 3G

18-3G

4G LT SERIES

LT150- 4G LTE

LT250 - 4G LTE Deal 5+1
LT&00 - 4G LTE Deal 541
M SERIES PHONES
M300 - 3G, 5000 mAh Battery
Ma2 - 3G, 3000 mAh Battery
M85 - 3G, 4000 mAh Battery
MS0 - 3G, 4200 mAh Battery
5 SERIES PHONES
81-3G

S5 - 3G With Selfie Stick
BOLT SERIES

T5-3G

T50-3G

T200-3G

T250- 3G

T300- 3G

T400-G

T480- 3G

T500- 3G

V SERIES PHONMNES
V2-3G

WINDOWS PHONE SERIES
W1 -3G

X SERIES PHONES

x1

na

X2i

%2 - 3G Music

X3

x5

xe

X6i-3G

X10- 3G

X11-3G

X14-3G

®20-3G

X25-3G

X30-3G

X34-3G

X35-3G

X40-3G

X80 - 3G

Xx90-3G

X350-3G Deal 541
X400- 3G

X450 - 3G Deal 5+1
X500-3G

RATE

11500

5500
7800

7250
8800
9500
8250
11900

10900
139200
14900

16000

7950
10500
13500

10950
14900

4200
4990
6750
5950
7250
7990
7500
8990

9900
5990

4500
4200
3990
4100
6650
4650
4500
4500
4990
6650
6600
6800
6950
5490
6650
7250
6990
6900
9500
S800
10500
10500
11000

Q) Mobile

Ei facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial

™ twitter.comMaremagazinepk .
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X550-3G

X600 - 3G Deal 541
2GB RAM / 8GBE ROM
K700i - 3G New Model
2GB RAM/16GE ROM
X900 - 3G Deal 5+1
2GB RAM/18GE RAM
X900 - 3G Deal 5+1
1GB RAM/8GE ROM
X950 - 3G

2GB RAM/16GE ROM
Z SERIES PHONES
Z6-3G

Z8-4GLTE

Z8 Plus - 4G LTE

5.5 Inch HD IPS LCD
£9-4G LTE

Slimmest Phone Ever
PREMIUM SMART PHOMNE SERIES
LinQ X70

1GB RAM/8GE ROM
LinQ X100

1GB RAM/BGE ROM
LinQ X300

1GB RAM/BGE ROM
LinQ L10

1GB RAM/8GE ROM
LinQ L15

1GB RAM/BGE ROM
BAR PHOME SERIES
B33 - Without Camera
B35

B40

B55

B&O

B&5 - Deal 2041

B70- DEAL 30+1

Ba

Ba0

B&5 - DEAL 20+1
B100 - ANALOGUETV
B170

B255 - DEAL 2041
B260 - DEAL 2041
B500 - DEAL 3041

B&0O0

C SERIES PHONES

c2

3

C6

(a4 [1]

C12

EXPLORER 3G

E SERIES PHONES

E4 - Deal 20+1

E50

E9

E739 - Without Camera
E95

E990 - Sirocco

E995

EB75 - Full Touch

G SERIES PHONES
G101 - Without Camera
Deal 2041

No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan
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13500
149003

12900

14900

14000G

26500

22500
18900
20999

25000

8500

9500

12500

13500

12900

2050
2150
2150
1775
2400
2150
2250
1800
1990
2050
2250
2700
2050
2100
2800
2850

1850
1750
2650
1950
1825
3990

2750
2650
4200
2450
3500
3800
3500
3650

1690

G103

G175

G400

H SERIES PHONES
H54

He7

H&0

J SERIES PHONES
12500

15500 -TV & TRI SIM
L SERIES PHONES
L1

L2

L3

L4

L7 - New Modal

M SERIES PHONE
M10

M20

M30

M25

M70

MEa5

M125

M150 - New Model
M225

M250

M450 - Met Price
MG50

M700

MBD

ME00

M SERIES PHONES
N90

N100

MN150

MN175

N250

POWER SERIES
Power 3, Deal 20+1

Power 4, 2800 mAh Battery
P1000, Power Bank, 4000 mAh Battery

R SERIES PHONES
R100

R200

R220

R240

R250 - Dual Cam
R300

R350

R360 - Deal 2041
R370

R390 - Deal 20+1
R395

R400

R440

R450 - Analogue TV
R500 - Tri Sim
R550

R650 - Deal 2041
R700

R720

R740 - Deal 2041
R750 - Metal Body
R800

1650
1950
2750

2050
2300
2050

2750
2999

1490
1550
1525
1500
1650

1950
1975
2500
1990
2500
2690
2350
2250
2400
2450
1800
2550
2500
2200
2250

2075
2150
2200
2200
2600

2600
2275
3200

2050
1700
1750
2650
2550
1825
1850
2600
1875
2250
2250
2250
2150
2250
2600
1925
2700
2400
2450
2475
2500
2625
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RB50 2475 NDKIA SMART PHONES SERIES
:9::0 2600 VOICE V10 (Dual Core) ;‘::g ‘IJ:
950 2450 VOICE V10i (Dual Core) i
how0 2950 MODEL RATE VOICE V12 (Dual Core) 3950 oV
R1000 2750 6,950
VOICEV14 | i a
R2000 - Full Touch 3200 1 gﬁ %EEII}E} ig;: vgtgg V15 ::g fgﬂ; E:::I 200
R3000 - Full Touch 3500 108 (Dual] 7,950 (<}
3550 VOICE V20 (3G) (Dual Core) ’
S SERIES PHONES 130 {Dual} 3050 8,000 =
Ea 2050 515 Bl priad VOICE V21 (3G) (Dual Core) g -
5200 - Deal 20+1 2100 225 {Dual) 6375 VOICE V25 {3G) (Dual Core) : e
$250 -Deal 2041 2150 515 {Duall3G 15800 VOICE V30 (3G) (Dual Core) 10,200 S
$300 2175 Lumia 1320{3G} 19800 VOICE V35 (3G) (Dual Core) i W —
W20 2200 t“"‘!a g;gggi 10850 VOICE V40i (3G) (Dual Core) 11,200
W200 3800 umia 22500 11,400 A
Lumia 630{3G} 15950 VOICE V44 (3G) (Dual Core} (V)
i 5EF£§ P';E";ES Lumia 720{3G} 27600 VOICE V50 (3G) (Dual Core) 11,800 D
K:J-Slite mAn Battery ::gg Lumia 730{3G} 20750 VOICE V55 (3G) (Dual Core) 11,900 —
A e Sin VOICE V60 (3G) (Quad Core) A0 e
6 VOICE VOICE V65 (3G) (Quad Core) 14,800 o
- VOICEV70 (3G) (Quad Core) 9,800 Sl
s n M s “ " E MODEL RATE VOICE V75 (3G) (Quad Core) 15,800 [ F)
VOICE V80 (2G) (Quad Core) 14,800 —
VOICEV110 2,600 VOICE V90 (3G) (Quad Core) 20,900 ?
MODEL RATE VOICE V115 2,650 VOICE X2 (3G) {Quad Core) 11,500 el
33:5: 3: ;g ﬁgg VOICE %3 (3G) (Quad Core) 14,800 g
A3 {4G} LTE 16,500
(4G} 29000 i, e VOICE X5 (3G) (Octa Core) : v
A7 (4G} LTE 48400 VOICE V121 1,450 o g
AB {4G} LTE (DS) 54000 VOICEV125 2,000 \",
B310E 2599 VOICE V130 Azan Alarm 1,850 wey HUAWEI (V)
B312E 3499 YOICE V132 1,750 — —
B360E 6250 s s
VOICE V142 2,150 T
ES /{4G} LTE 29500 VOICE V144 2,200 MODEL RATE
E7 / {4G} LTE 35500 VOICEV145 1,900 Ascend G630{3G} 18000
G313 [Ace4 Lite] 9500 ES:EE E: §g| il;gg Ascend G7{4G}DI] 30999 I
G313H [Ace4IDual 10500 VOICE V155 2,600 e s
G316H [Duos 3] 12500 VOICEV160 Big Battery 2,150 A;Eg:d G750{3G) ;;:gg U
G350[Star Advance] 9500 VOICE V165 2,650 Ascend P6(3G) 36500 "
G355H[Core 2}(3G} 12999 38:5&3:?3 2,700 Ascand PTAEE 11260 S
G530H([Prime]{3G} 19999 VOICE V175 Fashion Phone 3,000 Ascend Y330(3G} 9000
GB50[ALPHAI{4G) 50000 VOICE V177 Leather Touch 3.050 Ascend Y520{3G} 9800
5900[Galaxy S5}3G) 52000 VOICE V180i 2,750 pSERTIE RG] 15000
Go20Galaxy 6] ik VOICE V185 2,950 Ascend Y550{4G} 15000
VOICE V190 Metallic Phone 3,300 Ascend Y600{3G} 13500
3925[Galaxy 56 Edge] 79000 VOICEVA10 1,700 Ascend Y625{3G} 14000
G930[Galaxy 56 Edge+] 89999 VOICE V430 2,250 Ascend Y635{4G} 15750
i9060i[Grand Neo+] 17200 VOICE V440 Wireless FM 1,750 HONOR 3C LITE 16000
1930053 Neol{3G} 25000 “G'EE V445 2,300 HONOR 3C(3G} 19000
J100F - J1 (4G} VOICE V450 2,375 HONOR 4C{3G) 21000
15500 VOICE V455 2,900
_ HONOR 6 {4G} 36500
100H - 1 {3G} 12999 VOICE V460 2,500 Mate 7 Gold (3GB) 57000
J500H[Galaxy J5] 23000 VOICE V470 2,600 Mate 7 Silver (2GB) 50000
J700H[Galaxy J7] 28000 ﬁg:gg Eg;g 2,550 P8 (32GB/2GB) (S) 50000 =
N900[Note 313G} 54000 ot s N s P8 (64GB/3GB) (D) 54000 %)
N910[Note 4){3G} 69999 VOICE V550 2:95':' PB Lite {4G} 25799 ©
N915F[Nate Edge] 97000 VOICE V555 2,900 57-721G 14000 3
N920[Note 5] {4G} i Eg:gg ﬁgggT i-SIM 2 80h E;Ewﬂ ::::g S
ri- 2,800 §
55252[5ta:Duall 6000 VOICE V750 3.075 T1-701U{3G) 14490 3
55611 (2.4 3G} 8000 VOICE V888 3,400 ¥3 - Y360(3G) 8499 @
57262[Star Pro] 8500 VOICE V950 Wifi+Front Camera 3,600 ¥5 - Y560(3G} 10999
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ORIENT REFRIGERATOR ORIENT L.E.D ROYAL SHINE SERIES (GLASS DOOR)
342 RED/BLUE/BLACK 52000
MODEL RATE MODEL RATE 382 RED/BLUE/BLACK 54500
305 RED/BLACK/GOLDEN 44500
ICE PEARL SERIES 22FR562 18700 355 RED/BLACK/GOLDEN 47500
- 24F6511 19400
5535 IP LV 33000 _ HAIER LEED
55441P LV 34900 29F6508 25000
5554 P LV 35000 3266510 26900 MODEL RATE
40G6520 37999
6047 IP LV 38400 s s 2t B
6057 IP LV 39000 ; -1 S4T1000 149500
68635 IP LV 43000 5566521 84999 S4PE00 27500
ER7501P LV 45000 3267061 SMART 345499 LBE00 19500
4LOG7061 SMART 43999 >9ME30 54000
GLANCE (NEW) G SMART
5067061 65899 32B7000 27700
5535 GO LV NEW 34600 60L7510 SMART 92999 3271000 28000
5544 GD LY NEW 36500 65G6530 1385899 32MB00 27700
5554 GD LV NEW 37500 - 320600 27700
H a I e r 40B7000 39000
GLASS DOOR PEARL FINISH S0BS0 66000
6047 GD LV 42500 HAIER REFRIGERATOR 28MGO0 26000
6057 GO LV 43000 22ME00 17300
R ME00 19000
68635 GD LV L8700 MODEL RATE 24
B8750 GD LV 51000 420700 75000
MINI COOL SERIES S0UT000 120000
ICON SERIES LBVB00 58000
62-WL 16000 50600 66000
St o 62-BS5 16500 40B7500 40000
5544 1CLV 35000 126-WL 19000 50K5000 (SMART) 62600
5554 IC LV 36000 126-BSS 19500
6047 ICLV 39000 136-W 21000 HAIER MICROWAVE OVEN
6057 IC LY 41000 :
136-BSS 21800
68635 IC LV 45500 MODEL RATE
\\ 68750 IC LV 47500 OCEAN SERIES 2070 M/MS 6800
T 20B0E 7
h INVENTAGE (PRO FRESH) 205 GRAY/DM/WAVE WHITE 31000 >080M ?EEE
2 SoTINOE P 205H GRAY/DM/WAVE WHITE 32000 =t noo
G 255 GRAY/DM/WAVE WHITE 32500
% o SaIkR 255H GRAY/DM/WAVE WHITE 33000 2380 EC 9200
"
% 68635 IN PF 45500 305 GRAY/DM/WAVE WHITE 35500 &80 EG 10800
I 68750 IN PF 51500 355H GRAY/DM/WAVE WHITE 36500 2390 EGT 10500
(@) 355 GRAY/DM/WAVE WHITE F6000 2590 EGT 11000
u= ORIENT MICROWAVE OVEN 355H GRAY/DM/WAVE WHITE 37500 3290 EGM 13200
20P01 7000 38100 EGW 13200
2 20TL3 7000 SUPER STAR SERIES (WIDE BODY) 2690 M/MS 9000
G 3090 EGB / EGS 13500
=] 30ARW 9500 300 M GRAY/DM/WAVE
st phis 3090 EGF 14000
8‘ Q LA WHITE/MARDON 39000 37290 EB/ES 11000
3 BOAE 100 310 M GRAY/DM/WAVE WHITE 37500 3290 EGS 17000
2 33?'2“35 11593 340 M GRAY/DM/WAVE 3290 EGS/EGB 12000
» :mr:?c :;:gn WHITE/FLOWER WHITE £2000 32100 EB/ES 10000
4%} 350 M GRAY/DM/WAVE 32100 EGS/EGEB 10200
365TBG 14500 HITE/E R WHITE 36100 EBJES 12200
x 36AXXG 14000 WHITE/FLOWE 41000 36100 EGS / EGB 14000
i 4655 14000 00N GRALDM, WA 38100 EGS 13500
QC) LESSG 14700 WHITE/FLOWER WHITE 43500 45100 ES/ER 14000
3 -
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[
e The Largest & 23

. RE
s E
- ARSHAD Elelftrto Mallin ==
dKIstan J
. Rehman Chambers, Abid Market, 132-Temple Road, Lahore - Pakistan

Free download | FLARE.PK




D) Dawlance

REFRIGERATOR

MODEL RATE
9122-MOND 29000
S144=-MOND 31000
9170-WB-MONO 25900
9175-WB MONO 36900
9188-MOND 27000
9188-WB-MONO 39500
91996-MOND L4500
9166-MARCON 33500
9188-MARQON 37500
9122-E5 29500
9144-ES 31500
9170-WB-ES 27000
9188-WB-ES L1000
91996-E5 L5000
9122-Lvs 29000
O146-L05S 31500
9170-WB-LVS 37000
9175-WEB-LVS 38500
9122-MONDO PLUS 28000
91446-MOND PLUS 30800
9170WEB-MONO PLUS 36000
9175WEB-MONO PLUS 37500
9188-MOND PLUS 37000
9188WE-MONO PLUS L0000
91996-MONO PLUS L5000
9175WB-HZ 51000
9188WE-HZ L4000
91996-HZ LB000
CHANGHONG RLUIB A
CHANGHONG RUBA
REFRIGERATOR

MODEL RATE
SDED 15500
SD110W 19500
sD110s 198900
sD210 29500
sD275 33500
VF220 38000
pDD220 30500
o230 36500
pD3s0 L0500
DD&75 50500
FF&425W 61000
FFS50W 21000
LD&B0D 115000
LFF430 129000
CHANGHONG RUBA L.E.D
MODEL RATE
16C1100 12000
150868 16500

24C2000 20500
282000 21000
32C2000 25500
4001100 38000
4E6C2000 57500
5002000 59500
51C2000 49000
S5C2000 287000
&0C40001 144000
32C3800i 34000
39C3800i £9900
40039001 47900
50C2000i 79999
S5C5000i 100000
55B4500i 139000

SAMSUNG

SAMSUNG REFRIGERATOR

MODEL RATE
25FAJEDWW 56000
36FAJEDWW 64999
36FAJEDSP 68999
43FAJEDWW 79999
43FAJEDSP 78999
LBFAJEDSP 83999
4EFAJEDWW 79999
B4FAJEDSP 95999
SAMSUNG L.E.D

MODEL RATE
23H4003 22999
32H4100 34999
4OH5100 58999
40H6300 SMART TV 77000
48H5100 81999
43H4000 PLASMA 43500
43H4900 PLASMA 3-D 61700
51H4500 PLASMA 72000
51H4900 PLASMA 3-D 89999

55HB0O00 SMART TV 3-D CURVED 2992999
65HBO00 SMART TV 3-D CURVED 474999
55HUS500 SMART TV 3-D CURVED 3598993
65HUB500 SMART TV -3D CURVED 436999

32J4001 (HD PICTURE) 34000
40)5500 (SMART) 65999
S0jUs400 (SMART) 158585
55F6400 SMART 2-D 199959
55F5000 UHD SMART 3-D 410999

‘- ARS
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REFRIGERATOR (NO-FROST)

MODEL RATE
V305RLC 61000
BaszCLC 75500
F419B50 82500
Mag2CLO 92900
M522GPHC BGEOO
B512GCK 86000
MB50GPHC 100000
M782GLHE 128500
BB2ZGSP 140700
B227FLC SIDE BY SIDE 121500
B227GLAV 5IDE BY SIDE 140300
B207BLO SIDE BY SIDE 148800
L237GLYV SIDE BY SIDE 163200

L207BLO SI0E BY SIDE W/DISPENSER 165900

1257)S¥N SIDE BY SIDE 188200
1257AGKN SIDE BY SIDE 235300
1317Ws5BN SIDE BY SIDE 243600
LG MICROWAVE OVEN
MODEL RATE
MS 20420 9599
MS 2043 HM 12500
MS 2041C 10500
M52021CB 11400
MS20220 13000
M53042 16500
MH 6388PR 17500
MH&BBZAM 12500
MHE040G5M 25000
MH704055 21000
MS5642XM 27000
L.G LED

MODEL RATE
2LMN33A 20000
28MN30A 255559
32L.B550A 34900
39LN5420 54000
47LNS420 92000
SOLNS420 88000
3Z2LN572B Smart & Time Machine 49000
42LN5720 Smart & Time Machine 85999
47LNS700 Smart & Time Machina 102999
55LN5700 Smart & Time Machine 151999
32LAB200 Smart 3-D 54500
42-LA-6200 Smart 3-D 88999
50-LA-6200 Smart 139999
55LABZ10 178599
60LAGZ00 215000
S0PN&500 &7899
e0PNES00 1207959
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big screen. Nokia's 225 price in pakistan is
$ unknown at this time, the handset can be

internet access that's well connected.
¢ Nokia's 220 has all the necessary features

B

B constantly on work and have no time to
% charge your phone then your favourite

Nokia 225

Nokia 225, the new low-cost model from
the finnish giant is so far the thinnest
internet ready Nokia mobile phone with a

described as a small pocket-size cheap
phone. Nokia 225's features include a
2.8-inch display, a two megapixel camera
and a dust and splash resistant keyboard.
Nokia 225 is developed for any age young
or old who like to keep two SIM cards at a
time. Nokia 225's battery life in standby
mode is more than 36 days. the dual-SIM
version of Nokias 225 promises a sustain-
able backup of 27 days in standby mode.
According to the company, Nokia 225 will
appear in selected stores as early as late
spring.
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Nokia 220

Build to Capture and Share Online!
Latest is the Nokia 220, The Most afford- 4= @

able, Stylish and easy to use handset with Chmera
1-_‘ s .-_"_2!.'-::»4 24 06T

and capabilities to provide you the
comfort and ease of use while performing
daily routines. Image clarity will amaze
you on Nokia 220's 2.4 inches sharp LCD.
With a resolution of 320 x 240 and the
ability to transfer up to 256k colors, 220 by
Nokia is build to impress and endure.
Based on a proprietary ODM operating
system 220 allows you to get and stay in
touch the easy way. Good call quality
anywhere, no matter where you are,
Nokia 220 supports microSD cards.

SAMSUNG

QMobile Power 1000

The Power in your hand!
QMobile unleashes exciting Power 1000,
if you are among people who are

company has a solution for you. QMobile
Power 1000 is a phone that can go a
month without being charged and can
provide you with days of talk time. It is
exclusively for those who have busy
routines and cannot waste their time in
charging phones or changing batteries.
QMobile Power 1000’s battery requires
charging only once a month, It is dual
SIM supported so that you can easily
communicate on both SIMS for longer
durations and can stay connected
anywhere.

B hain aik bari screen take ap movies aur
$ videos enjoy kar sakein, to phir ye phone

No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

Samsung Yacca B360 |

Samsung's new bar phone mobile, Yacca
B360 is not some mighty smartphone but
a simple bar phone at your service without

R any operating system. Samsung handset
£ are becoming prominent not only as

smartphones but the simple easy to use
mobile phones are also getting popular.
Samsung E series is getting a lot of new
arrivals with quite heavy dressing and
metal ointments to get neck to neck with
competition so samsung prepares itself
also for the low end devices, releasing
Yacca 280 predecessor or the Yacca C345
and many other smaller versions
Samsungs knows how to succeed in
world's market with Yacca bar devices.
Yacca A13 and the Yacca B360E.

Samsung S5611

Classic Design for The Best Moments.
Samsung reveals S5611, A Modern 3G
bar phone with high tech functionality but
in a very affordable price tag. The new
low-cost Samsung S5611 mobile phone
has a powerful possessor to simplify all of
your daily executable functions. The
whole purpose of Samsung S5611's
existence is to facilitate the modern
communication with business partners
and friends not to forget Samsung's S5611
is also good at other functionalities such as
quickly and accurately capturing pictures §
and video clips. In short, with S5611
stylish 3G model from Samsung you can
do anything you like what you can
normally expect.

warldLTEl Neversettle forless than the best

QMobile W200

Bari Screen Ka Maza!
Intezar hua khatam! QMobile Laya new
W200 sirf aapke liye. Agar aap chahte

ap hi ke liye hai. QMobile W200 eik enter-
tainment model hay with a large
TFT-LCD 3.5 inch ka bharpoor display
takay aap ke chehre par bohat sari khushi-
yan bikhair sakay. QMobile's W200 aap
ko ijazat deta hai ke aap iss par 32GB tak
ke microSD cards use kar sakein, takay ap
itminan se QMobile W200's large display
capabilities use kar sakein, aur g hahn
headphone jack bhi normal 3.5mm wala
hi lagta hai. QMobile model W200 ap ko
FM radio sunne ka mauka bhi deta hai.
yeh model inteha ka tez aur barq raftaar.

No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan
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Qmobile Tablet QTab Q400

QMobile Tablet QTab Q400 refers to the budget model for everyday usage. Due to the high productivity and excellent |
image quality, QMobile QTab Q400 is highly recommended as a recreational center for games and movies, as well as

solutions for workloads. Small children will also appreciate QMobile Tablet Q400 as an excellent tutorial. Stylish design
plate made of premium plastic immediately attracts the user attention. QMobile Q400 itself - a very compact and
lightweight. Its dimensions are only a 192x113x10.4mm. Functionality and performance is unmatchable, QMobile
Tablet is equipped with a 7.0 inch display with a resolution of 1024x600 pixels. On QTab Q400 it's absolutely easy To
work with a wide touch screen. High productivity corresponds to the Powerful Dual-Core processor. The amount of
RAM on QMobile Qtab to run resource-intensive applications is 1 GB. Data storage on Q400 is allocated 8 GB of
internal memory. With the help of MicroSD you can expand the memory up to 32 GB. QMobile's Qtab Q400 is
equipped with a built-in Wi-Fi.

Huawei MediaPad 7 Youth 2

The Huawei MediaPad 7 Youth 2 is a great small gadget that not only looks great but also feels and functions fantasti-
cally. Before it, I had reviewed the MTN Steppa Tablet and found it terribly inefficient, so getting this tablet to use for
over the Festive Season was met with some reluctance. Since then however, it it has obliterated any negative thoughts
I harboured of it. The design is nothing special, sticking to the well-worn formula of a glass layered front surface,
white edges and with a beautiful aluminium champagne back cover. On the side of the tablet, it has the usual buttons,
fitted on one side, at the top, it has the volume buttons and the off and lock button and at the bottom the tablet is fitted
with microSD card and SIM slot. And that’s a full-sized SIM, mind you. And speaking of the battery, the li-polymer
unit boasts a capacity of 4100mAh that is, under moderate use, not bad. It held for two days during browsing and
playing a games for a short bursts in-between. On days which I only used it for internet, it held out even longer. At
7-inches, the screen is a bit smaller than most tablets and it is big enough to watch movies and videos from YouTube
in high quality. It is ideal when you are travelling or commuting to work, but snuggling in bed, but it won’t become a
fixed feature in any room. It’s not entirely its primary purpose though, lest we forget.

Huawe1 Tablet T'1

An oncell IPS display reproduces over 90% of Adobe RGB color space to deliver brighter colors and contrasts. With
a 16M true color WSVGA screen, you can also get a clearer image display while a 178° wide-view angle makes for a
naturally rotating screen. The finely designed light metal unibody sits at an incredibly thin 8.5 mm and weighs just 278
grams, making it ultra-portable and ultra-easy to carry in your bag or pocket. MediaPad T1 7.0 can work as your
mobile phone and tablet. Enjoy endless online possibilities that's faster with 3G and Wi-Fi connections and support
for high-speed network connections and high quality voice calls. The 4100 mAh battery is built to last a long time,
giving you over 300 hours of standby time so your tablet is always ready for you when you need it. Browse the web
for up to 8 hours, or watch a few movies (up to 12 hours) without worrying about the recharge.

QMobile Tablet QTab Q850

QMobile Presents Tablet QTab Q850, for all your education & entertainment needs. Correct your posture & show off
your style with the cool new QMobile QTAB Q850. Grab the most awaited, slim & stylish tablet in the market and carry
all your infotainment on QTab Q850's 8GB Internal Memory. A modern tablet that combines the use of advanced

intelligent technologies and innovative design. QMobile's QTab Q850 is capable of hitting its high performance as it is
equipped with all modern standards. Having a powerful 1.3 GHz Quad core processor, Q Tab Q850 packs a brilliant
8.0 inch XGA IPS display which is sure to provide a superior quality image reproduction and wide viewing angles.
QTab's revolutionary design makes it unique in its kind, loaded with a complete Gigabyte of RAM you'll never run out
of the performance. QMobile QTab Q850 comes loaded with a magnificent 5.0 MP camera with autofocus to get quali-
ty photos that are splendid in appearance. Wait coz QMobile Q850 has a noble front camera too for video calling &
selfies that are elegant and exceptional in its kind. Equipped with Dual-SIM support, QMobiles Q Tab Q850 is a 3G
enabled device having all wireless technologies including WiFi, Bluetooth, GPS and EDGE connectivity.
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QMobile L1

Here comes QMobile new model L1 with
a whole new lineup of mobile phones that
g differs apart from the old and more round-
R cd type of design and dim colors. QMo-
B bile L1 has hundred of preset and pre
installed bollywood ringtones where as it
also supports "Handset Locator" feature.
Power phone packs a supplied battery of
1000mAh. So QMobile's L1 will always
keep you going, one battery charge is
sufficient for an operation of up to 15
hours of talk time and up to 170 hours of
standby time. QMobile L1's ANI or
automatic number identification feature
allows you to see the caller's complete
phone number, even if he tries to hide it.
In QMobile sharp L1, all calls are kept
recorded in the memory of the device.

Club Al

It's not just another mobile from club it's
Al. With Dual SIM and Dual memory
, card slot features of Club Al, Staying in
touch is fun. Get more from life with Dual
% Memory card slots, store pictures, music
or whatever you like because life is fun
with Club's Al. No need to buy the expen-
sive phones for quality display as wide 1.8
QVGA Screen of Club A52 will provide
you with the real taste of large display. If
you've got the time, Club A52's highness
have got the best smart digital camera for
easy breezy beautiful photos. Battery of
A52 by Club wins again with 1000 mAh,
providing long lasting backup according
to your expectations. Privacy Lock feature
of Club Mobile A52 will make everything
better along.

Nokia 105

The Nokia 105 gives you up to 12.5 hours
of talk time, & you can leave it on standby
y for up to 35 days, With all that juice in the
\"; tank, it keeps going as long as you do,
# Make a statement with the Nokia 105’s
color screen & bold body, available in cyan
or black, & its bright, simple looks are
complemented by a durable, dust & splash
proof keypad that keep your phone work-
ing well, The Nokia 105 comes with FM
radio so all you need is a headset to tap
into a world of music, Plus it comes
loaded with up to five great games, includ-
ing Sudoku and Cricket Cup, The Nokia
105 packs a super efficient battery to give
you up to up to 12.5 hours of talk time &
up to a whopping 35 days of standby.

QMobile
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GFive Smart 2 ]

GFive presents Smart series 2, an excellent
model for those who value functionality
L, and high quality technology and at the
R same time does not want to overpay for
B unnecessary features. GFive Smart 2
modern smartphone is designed for two
SIM-cards and supports almost everything,
that maximizes your chances of communi-
cation. The basis of the productive work of
the Gfive 2 is a dual-core ARM Cortex-A7
processor with a clock frequency of 1.2
GHz, enabling you to enjoy the amazing
speed and high productivity of the Smart 2
smartphone. On an excellent 4-inch TFT
screen with 480x800 pixel expansion is
very convenient to browse email, read
books, watch movies and play exciting
games.

Voice V140 |

Voice V140 comes with sleek design & good
grip , Get ready to stay occupied through the
day with Voice V140, Stay connected with |
your friends on your new Voice V140 through
test messages, enjoy smart camera and make
photos using Voice V140.
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Haler H100

Phone Factor Bar
SIM card Dual SIM card Dual Standby
& 2G Network GSM900/1800Mhz

R Messaging SMS

$ 1.CD size 2.4 inch QVGA 240%320 resolu-

32 Mb(ROM) + 32 Mb(RAM)
Capacity of Micro SD, 16 GB
Battery 1000mAh

Rear Camera Smart Camera
USB cable Yes (micro 5pin USB)
FM Radio Yes (Wireless)

Torch Yes

Rear Resolution Smart Camera
Supported Video MP4, 3GP, AVI
Torch Yes
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Samsung A8
Making news! Samsung's stylish new
L., smart handset, Galaxy A8 is now official
[ with a sturdy body and endless possibili-
ties. It is exactly what you need as a
modern and social user as one cannot
afford being cut off. Samsung in Black is
absolutely perfect for viewing and replying
to large official emails messages, watching
movies and playing those exciting games.
Samsung Galaxy A series has a tradition
of large screens so any information would
be displayed perfectly on its 5.7 inch
screen with a resolution of 1080x1920
pixels. Samsung new touch screen models
perfectly convey sharp and bright Galaxy
colors with perfect Galaxy responds to
multiple simultaneous touches.

Huawe1 P8

Introducing Huawei heavyweight champi-
on P8max, made in the same sophisticat-
h ed design as that of the younger brother,
but has a large screen of 6.8 inches offer-
£ ing longer operation times without
recharging. Huawei P8max is equipped
with a camera that can work in any
lighting condition, inheriting traits such as
elegant appearance and high quality
cameras from the P series. Huawei's
P8max is extremely fuel efficient, the
proprietary power-saving features and
power management ensures a long operat-
ing time of up to 15 hours of uninterrupt-
ed video viewing. Huawei P8max's 13 MP
main camera is equipped with an optical
stabilizer.

Sony Xperia M2 Aqua
Sony Mobile Communications presents
Xperia M2 Aqua, bringing Waterproof
technology to the middle range so that it
could be in everyone's reach. With Sony
Xperia M2 Aqua you don't have to worry
anymore about the bad weather or rain as
with the innovative sealed casing design
this big brother of the original Sony
Xperia M2 is waterproof and is called M2
Aqua. it can easily withstand a drop in
fresh water for about 30 minutes. Sony M2
Aqua comes with a design that you can
trust at a very enjoyable price in pakistan,
Featuring an 8MP camera, Sony Xperia
Aqua lets you take photos underwater up
to 1.5 meters, take a dive now and come
up with amazing underwater imagery.
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QMobile 7.9
QMobile presents sleek Noir Z9, the

thinnest smartphone ever from the compa- '
ny. Weighing only a few grams and

B measuring barely a few millimeters the
£ handset QMobile Noir Z9 can make the

world slips under your fingers. As light as
97g, 5.1 mm of thickness is the very next
thing you'll get impressed with. 3G
connectivity is a thing of past, QMobile
Noir Z9's smooth 4G is orchestrated by a
powerful 1.2 GHz quad-core processor in
combination with a 4.8 inch HD screen
that's brightly illuminated by sharpest of
AMOLED technology. The latest
addition to QMobile Noir Z clan is like
presenting elegance in the service of
performance.

Nokia Lumia 730

Your worries are over. Nokia takes care of
your selfie needs by presenting the Lumia
730 DualSIM, turning a "Selfie" phone
into a reality microsoft rolled it out
officially at the pre IFA event. Nokia
featured its latest Lumia 730 with a front
5.0 megapixel camera with a primary
focus on selfies and video calling on skype.
Lumia devices fitted with wide angle lens
as 730 can easily beat other devices of the
same genre. There are two variants of this
phone: Lumia 735 having 4G LTE and
single sim & the other version is Lumia 73
supporting Dual SIM with 3G, 730 does
not have 4G LTE and will carry an afford-
able price tag for Pakistani market. its
strange to see the 730 still have the Nokia.

Haier Esteem 170

Haier reveals latest Esteem 170, earlier the
company raised curtains from its new
budget smartphone series following the
launch of several electronics products in
Pakistan. Looking at Haier Esteem 170 it
becomes clear that engineers and design-
ers in the company has worked long on
the design of new products which resulted
in Haier Esteem 1 series. Strict lines and
finishes, deep black texture, all-glass front
panel, textured back panel and the overall
minimalist spirit, all this makes Haier
Esteem 170's smartphone even smarter
and at the same much more comfortable.
Packed in an ultra-thin body of only
9.7mm thickness and snow-white color-
ing, Haier's Esteem 170.
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Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge

Your eyes must never have seen such glare
ever. Very well executed Galaxy S6 and
new Galaxy S6 edge are the most attractive

8 Having all high chances to catch the fancy
eye of the public always looking for some-
thing unique, any one of the new Galaxy
S6 or Galaxy S6 edge will do the magic. not
so long ago, the engineers just relied on the
6 rules of business i.e increasing CPU
power, RAM, space, screen resolution, size
or new OS. All Edged Galaxy S6 has a
slight bend on both sides, The slim Galaxy
S6 handset boasts full metal and yet
acquired a sleek look beyond imaginations.
Loaded with the latest Cutting-Edge design
these new handsets add a new dimension to
the Galaxy flagship with their 2K.

Apple 1iphone 6 16GB

Apple has officially announced iPhone 6
Plus with a mighty 5.5 inch HD screen
b based on Retina display that is equally
impressive. Apple has done it again but
¥ this time its an amazing phablet, yet
another tight end contender for the 6 inch
world. Apple's nailed it with 1080p LED
backlit display that's not only bigger than
all the previous iphones but much better in
every aspect plus it has a much tougher
glass protection. With its first 64-bit A8
chipset Apple's new smartphones are now
much more powerful yet saving much
more energy, enabling 6 plus to provide
you with no less than 16 days of standby
along with a a full day of continuous talk
time. But one thing has still not changed.

Lenovo Vibe Z.2

Once more, Lenovo announces sleek Vibe
Z2, a smartphone that meets all the
modern trends of the latest smartphone
designs, which primarily focus on
functional aesthetics. Precisely smooth
lines of Lenovo Z2 elegantly emphasize
the chrome edges, wrapped in a gorgeous
brushed aluminium casing the phone not
only has an impressively stunning design
but also portrays a far superior perfor-
mance. Vibe's Z2 is an excellent choice for
those who appreciate high quality and
want to achieve excellence in nearly about
everything. Equipped with most advanced
technologies, Vibe Z2's camera has an
optical stabilizer on top of a 13 megapixel
sensor that can take great shots at any time
of the day.

smartphone handsets released recently. |

Huawei Ascend Mate 7 |

Hello to the Huawei's most Powerful and
easy to use smartphone Ascend Mate 7
L, Gold, a stylish and ultra-thin smartphone
R that will surprised you in the most pleas-
B ant of manners by Huawei company's
limitless possibilities. Mate 7 Gold is all
about the golden colour of latest handset
having a powerful processor like Mate 2,
with eight cores and two gigabytes of
RAM. A large amount of internal
memory of Mate out of 16 gigabytes on
the unit 7 Gold will be preoccupied with a
variety of entertainment content as well as
operating system. Built-in memory as we
already saw in Mate 2 can be easily
expanded. Huawei's Ascend always
supported additional cards in every Mate
possible.

Sony Xperia 7.3
Embrace the beauty, Sony Xperia Z3 is a
serious and stylish gadget characterized by
a nice design, excellent performance and
high reliability. Sony’s brand new Xperia
Z3 smartphone is not only resistant to the
ingress of moisture but is also able to
withstand a half-hour immersion in water
to a depth of 1 meter. Third edition of the
popular Sony Xperia Z also features a
durable, scratch-resistant display. Thus, on
the one hand Sony Z3 can be considered a
stylish toy for your children and on the
other other hand - Xperia's Z3 is a reliable [
device for business people. 5.15 inch
Capacitive IPS display supports multi-
touch and can track up to 10 simultaneous
touches. Sony Xperia Z3's screen resolu-
tion is 1920 x 1080 pixels enough.

Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge Plus
In 2015, the South Korean company
Samsung's mobile division presents us
& with a remarkable flagship, namely
B Galaxy S6 Edge plus that immediately
§ attracts attention because of its unusual
design. Company does not let old users
down with the possibility of new items as
old Smartphone still please us with their
functionalities. Samsung new revolution-
ary handset S6 Edge Plus has an excep-
tional design in resemblance to the S6
Edge, and the most notable part of the
new flagship is its curves on the both sides
of the screen and such a small detail
definitely attracts attention, also it turned
out that this solution is also very useful
and functional. To control S6 smartphone
new gestures are added.
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Qmobile Noir X40

QMobile reveals hot Noir X40 for a much
richer and powerful user experience based
on seamless multitasking. Loaded with
every useful basic smartphone feature on
the planet, QMobile Noir X40 also packs
support for 2 SIM cards making it a
reliable assistant and friend whether you
are a hard working business man or
simply a student. QMobile Noir X40's
latest edition is a mini-computer in
addition to its primary function of
communication and is equipped with so
many other options that will amaze even
the discerning user. Firstly, this QMobile
Noir X is based on a modern Android
4.0.4 platform , which allows maximum
mobility and availability of business and
leisure applications to keep you going.

Nokia Lumia 435

it's here, Microsoft proudly unveils Lumia
435, A bright new smartphone with

fantastic multimedia capabilities, stylish
white casing and cutting edge design.
® Microsoft Lumia 435 will always accentu-

ate your style. Fast and smooth operation
is enabled by a Quad-core Qualcomm
Snapdragon processor. With Microsoft
Lumia 435's smartphone you will be greet-
ed by a variety of applications, games and
entertainment opportunities. Microsoft
Lumia 4 family is all about user friendli-
ness, having a 512MB of RAM doesn't
slow it down as Windows is a light OS.
Microsoft's Lumia 435 will provide you
with limitless opportunities to work with
selfies and images.

Samsung Advance

Also known as Samsung Galaxy Star 2
Advance SM-G350E.

Samsung has updated its Galaxy Android
Smartphone collection yet again, this time

F with the super stylish Samsung Galaxy

Star 2 Plus Smartphone, a sleek and
sophisticated handset for professional and
personal use. An upgraded version of
Samsungs hugely popular Samsung
Galaxy Star 2 handset, the brand new
Galaxy Star 2-Plus Smartphone includes a
4.3-inch capacitive touchscreen, an
Android v4.4.2 KitKat operating system,
a 1.2GHz single core processor, and a
brilliant 3-megapixel camera with LED
flash and video option. The Samsung Star
2 Plus Smartphone handset supports both.

HUAWEI
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GFive Smart 1

GFive Brings Smart model 1 at all the
shopping malls near your homes. An entry
level smartphone for students with all the

R basic functionalities. An excellent candi-
$ date for beginners. GFive Smart 1 is based

on modern components, has an attractive
appearance and has an excellent set of
functions, sufficient for everyday tasks.
Gfive 1 is equipped with a stunning
display of 4 inches. As for a budget phone,
the image quality is above all praises.
Sufficiently high resolution, brightness
and a good supply of acceptable viewing
angles makes the use of Smart 1 comfort-
able regardless of the outer lighting and
environmental conditions and if the sun is
shining or not. Unmatchable processor
speed of Gfive's Smart 1.

Huawer Ascend Y221

One cannot undermine the fact that
Huawei cares for all, whether you have an
expensive High Tech phone or Ascend
Y221 type inexpensive smartphone for
beginners, we can all enjoy the Android's
latest operating system. So Huawei
ensured to pack Ascend Y221 with
Android 4.4 Kitkat so that you can also
enjoy the magnanimously improved
performance along with completely
Ascend and overwhelmingly enhanced
new features of Y221. Now capture all the
fun moments with ease as it's unlikely that
you have seen anything like it before.
Unlike it's predecessor the Ascend Y201,
this magnificent gadget is equipped with a
2.0 megapixels highly efficient camera,
thats going to rock you hard.

QMobile Noir X100 Link

Defining luxury, QMobile gives us Noir
X100, an innovative new product in the
smartphone market representing the latest
fashion wrapped in leather finish. Unique
QMobile Noir X100 blends the glossy
appearance with hand crafted elegance,
enhancing communication while provid-
ing significant fashion statement. QMo-
bile Noir X100's Innovative 4.5 inch IPS
display is a mean of constant access to the
important information, news, alerts and
SMS. It's not just about the looks, the new
QMobile Noir X loads a 1.3 GHz
Quad-Core Processor transforming the
work into an absolute delight, smoothly
without any hiccups. The latest gadget
QMobile's Noir X100 is equipped with
512MB of RAM and a complete 4GB.
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Nokia 215

Microsoft having Nokia Tags, announced
215, a new and affordable phone which
b provides easy access to the internet and
playbacks mp3-files as well along with the
8 FM-radio. The new Nokia 215 comes with
preinstalled twitter and Facebook apps
with messenger and to access the internet it
has Opera mini. Nokia's 215 also has
services like Bing search and weather from
MSN, as its a microsoft handset. Having a
cute overall appearance Nokia 215's bar
phone will be available in clear white, dark
black and shiny green variants with either
single or dual-sim options. Nokia model
215 1s made for business calls so the stand-
by time is up to 29 days for the single SIM
version and 21 days for Dual-SIM Nokia.
When playing music or listening to the
radio, 215 will provide about 50 to 45.

ATl bl

Haier Klassic M108

Dimension 128 x 56 x 9.5mm

Battery 1200 mA, Memory

% Phone Book Memory, MicroSD card

R (support up to 16GB), Connectivity

100 B Bluetooth 2.1, USB, WAP 2.0, GPRS class
P 10 Display Size 2.8 Inches, 240 x

320 pixels Display Colour QVGA

Display Operating Frequency / Band

SIM1: GSM 900 / 1800 SIM2: GSM 900 /

1800, Browser WAP

Colors Black

Entertainment FM Radio, 3.5mm audio

jack, Audio Player, Video Player, Games

(built-in)

Camera Smart Camera

Other Features Bar Phone, Dual SIM -

Dual Standby, Torch, Speakerphone

=il il [ &
o il 500
] B sz

\‘3

Haier

VoiceV190

Voice reveals the all new V190 at a prudent
cost so that you don't have to spend too
% much. Voice V190 fulfils all your desires in
R a low budget mobile ranging from Dual
8 STM options to full pack of entertainment,
Voice's V190 provides you a quality display

to watch videos clearly, Get the pictures
using Digital camera on your V190 by
Voice and share with pals and family using
built-in bluetooth, for more entertainment
Voice V190 comes with 3.5 mm ear jack
that allows you to listen Radio and songs,
Voices V190 has endless features including
WAP, GPRS, MMS for your online life and
furthermore Voice V190's built-in storage
provides you with a space of 1000 phone-
book contacts and 500 messages.

in 2.8 inches QVGA screen and allows you |

QMobile Explorer 3G |
QMobile pocket friendly Explorer 3G is
here to rock you with some quite unbeliev-
B able stuff. Where else could you find a 3G
R bar phone that also has a WiFi? To Tell you ‘
B the truth, QMobile Explorer 3G is one and
only of it's kind in the Pakistani market
and that too in an attractive price that
would not be much heavy on your wallet.
QMobile Explorer 3G's Wireless LAN /
Wifi will always keep you connected on
the go and if you can't find a hotspot the
built-in 3G will sprinkle it's magic for you.
The new member of the QMobile Explorer
3 series is loaded with unlimited fun and
functionality, Dual SIM along with Dual
camera for Video Chatting will keep the
party going for you. QMobile's Explorer
3G provides you a freedom.
S

Qmobile E995

QMobile hamara hai, E995 laya hai apney
sath aik geemti Metallic look jo apki
ankhon ko kheera kar degi. Ap hargiz iss
key chote size par mat jana, dikhne mien
chota sahi par QMobile E995 bohat hi
kaam ki cheez hai. Ap iss ki sleek and
stylish look logon ko dikha dikha kar tang
karein gay, toh phir der kahe ki? Abhi
mobile market jaye aur QMobile's E995
laye! Kionke iss ko arasta kar diya gaya hai
aisi tamam khasosiat se jo aap ka aik zati
khasoosi style to zahir karega. Sab dhati
rangon se lais QMobile E995's premium
version aap ko milega dhati grey aur
sunheri rang mein. Ab ap ko ser pe le kar
chalte hain ek anokhi khasosiat ki duniya
mein, sub se pehlay yeh ke QMobile phone
E995 mien hai Dual STM.

Samsung B312 Brio

Samsung announced B312 Brio today
after so many smartphones because the
Y demand is not in place & everyone is
addicted to gadgets. Samsung B312 Brio is
$ a novelty from the South Korean manu-
facturer, offering an excellent unit in the
updated package with the usual keypad.
Samsung's B312 Brio has 2 SIM card for a
wider range of communication. Extend-
ing the scope of communication today can
be quite easy with Samsung B312's Brio as
it's equipped with two slots for SIM cards,
a champion of reducing the cost of
telephone calls. Be free with Samsung
B312 Brio's magic tricks, easy and user
friendly menu will not cause any discom-
fort during the operation.

vvaricliE
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QMobile

GFive Shark 3

Dual Sim / Dual Standby Smartphone

2G and 3G Network Supported Smart-
phone Android Ver 4.4 KiT-KAT Opera-
tion System 512 MB Internal Storage +

Camera 0.3 Megapixel Front Camera
MicroSD Support upto 32 GB MMC

1.0 GHz Single Core, ARM Cortex-A7
Processor 3.5" inches HVGA Capacitive
touch Screen GPRS + EDGE + Wi-FI +
FM Radio + 3G Calling Audio / Video +
HTML Browser + G-Sensor 1300 mAh
Li-ion Battery Stand by Timing Up to 200
hours Approximately Talk Time Up to 4.5
hours Approximately

Voice Xtreme V101

Here comes another! Voice have launched
Xtreme V10i, for a much smarter and pure
android life experience, especially for
youth. Voice Xtreme V10i adds conve-
nience to your busy and hectic life. More
than ever, you'll not want to get unglued
from your Voice V10i for nothing! This
new and modern smartphone adds not
only a beautiful design, but also represents
innovation, practicality and yes lots and
lots of fun! With Xtreme V10i by Voice,
you'll not only be connected to the virtual
world but can also access and monitor
social networks. One can also follow
everything with Voice's Xtreme V10i that
goes on the small screen. Yes, install a
digital TV app from play store and voila!

Haier Pursuit G20

Haier proudly presents Pursuit G20, the
most stylish and powerful handset for
today's modern smartphone users who
demand a maximum return of their well
. §f spent bucks. Haier Pursuit G20 is here
RS 1 ow to meet all your needs in multimedia
and games arena, whether you like your
coffee hot or want to play it cool. The new
Haier Pursuit G series is from a reputable
electronics manufacturer and will certain-
ly appeal to those who look for a powerful
stuffing in an original design. Haier
Pursuit G20's ultra-thin body is hiding
inside a collection of most modern acces-
sories that can cope with any tasks with
ease. High quality image on the screen of
Haier's Pursuit G20 Black boasts.

QMobile

256 MB RAM 2.0 Megapixle Back

DeOoOR

Camera  Whattdpp  More Efs

.
ol EE L.

Mleroea it

PR |
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QMobile Ma_gnus X2

Qmobile presents magnificent Magnus
X2i, a bright, beautiful, compact and easy F
to use smartphone with two SIM cards.

B No Matter where you go on your ventures,
$ the wonderful QMobile Magnus X2i

handset will be your constant companion.
Its convenient compact polycarbonate,
rough & tough body is able to withstand
any challenge. QMobile Magnus X2i's
possibilities as a true companion are limit-
less, it's like snatching the top notch quali-
ties of expensive smartphones and mold-
ing them together at an affordable price.
QMobile Magnus X smartphone comes
with the most popular and updated appli-
cations preinstalled and ready to use,
Skype, Office, and many other. On QMo-
bile's Magnus X2i.

Nokia Lumia 430

New Microsoft handset, the Lumia 430 is
launched at a price of less than 100 euros
which is clearly designed to help the begin-
ners. Having a 4.0 inch IPS screen, Lumia
430 has a reasonable resolution of 800 x
480 pixels. In the small display size which
gives a pixel density of 235 ppi, The proces-
sor of Microsoft is Qualcomm's Dual core
Snapdragon having a Lumia clock speed of
1.2 GHz. The RAM is 1GB as we usually
see in the Android smartphones. The
built-in flash memory of 8 GB is quite big, a
slot for micro SD cards is installed on the
new Lumia. it supports both UMTS
frequencies 900 and 2100 MHz and
quad-band GSM networks. LTE is not
present. Wireless Lan is also present in the
Lumia 430 at a frequency of 2.4 GHz.

Lenovo A319

Take this! Lenovo gives us A319 White,
the embodiment of modern technology in
a stylish and compact design. The device
is based on a modern dual-core processor
from MediaTek running the Android
operating system, the latest version. Leno-
vo's A319 has a good screen with high
pixel density and is quite convenient for
one-handed operations. The rear camera
allows you to take quality pictures with
the flash and autofocus, shoot stunning
movies with Lenovo RocStar A319. The
front, in turn, is used for video calls and
shooting selfies. Built-in memory can be
expanded from 4GB microSD cards up to
32GB. Lenovo enjoys presence of two
SIM cards, and plus A319 also supports
the new 3G communication.

No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan
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SAMSUNG Galaxy 86 edge+
The olivions change is to the sereen, with o 3.5-iveh choiee sather than the 5.0 ineh option on the smaller SG6 Fdge, Thowever,
internally it's almost idewtical, with A0 of BAM the only veal differenee. That means theve’s sadly no mierosTrslot again,
the Bxynos octiecone eliipset Tives anad there are only 32008 o GIG L options to choose Pron, The other big change on offe
is e evlges qie being vsed more ef feetivedys When T heaad romonre of this phone, assimpal i was going o be the Galaxy Xote
Falge Freoan 2004 pebooted to Tnve twio edges Chat conld be stioked s amaoi polated.. and teselore mode e aseful. it

that's nob the case T, with the saome efTeet ofF the sercen solty sHiding away on cither side of the phone,

L 2 vl rodal '”“‘ v L1 (1 u“i:n:lri_ [-'.\_".um T4
®  Ouail-core LA Gz Corfex- A3 & Quail=core L 1 Gl Lz Cortox- A5

& LG MP, MR8 s S piaels, optien] i stalilsation, aatoloens, LETY Mash

SAMSUNG Galaxy S5 Neo
Tl Sunesing Galusoy 55 Neo is eapected to Do oo mid-rmnger poswersd by Saomoy's oew Fxynes 5580500, The clipset comes with
it ot core CPU Peatoriog cight Cortex A5 corcs and aomaximnn cloek speed of LGCeLEL The Mali- TV 20 G cranelos the
araphics Despife the highor medel pnmber, this is not guite as powerful as the octa-core Pavnes S0 Sal or the quol-eore
srpil ragion S S0l Chad pesveres Che Saomsnng Colaxy 500 The Gialaooy 50 Neo o w il adso come witle oo =il Sopeer ANOTETD
sereen wille s 1050 5 1920 pesolution, 20003 of IRAM i inside with GG of expodalde peenmey. A TG comeeen odoens U
btk o the Tanndset, aned o 25000 D Deittery Keepes the Tiglies one Sdvodd 500 G5 pee instal led,

® e ap o ERGE, 16 G, 2 GI3 IRAM

& [GME, S A 2088 pinels, nuloloeus, LED Tlash

& Wi S0LH e e, daad-Tand, Wi-Fi Divect, hotspol

MICROSOFT Lumia 540 Dual SIM

T Mieroealt Laninin 540 Dhial STN is defimed Dy its S el G208 12500 pi xel sepeen, This has beeomme Gaivly standaond Tor bodg
pluemes and wee Laove no complaints The sercen s shaep and breight, with decent viewiog anglos even aoder divect sunlight, The
preocrssor 15 low-emd Coealeommn Swaplemegon 200 with Tour cores ronming at L20H The 161 of BAM aod SGI of hoili-in
stornge solidify this phone's bidget-lovel positioning, Yon get Wi- Fi g, Bloetootle S0 anmd -GS The vemovakle Datters
seens beely coongly, with a2 2000A L mting The tear camern Das oo S-megapixed sensor amd the one in Pront s a sarprisingly

decent S-megapixel unil.

®  Qualeonun Soapad eagon 200, Quad-core 12 GHz Cortex- A5
®  microsDoupto BN GE SGGEE TG IRAM
® Wi sk 1] bgn, DENA, lutspot, vR0, A2DE
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SONY Xperia (5 Ultra

Sony has anmonneed a new smartphone, the Xperia C5 Ulte, and while asoper selfie camern may immdiately geab attention, its the
tneresdibly st begels preowmd e massive seveen e will desw sou i The plone was e subpect of a few leaks, when the sereen s
wans sanid ondy fo be 505 ineles or possibly Leger T tnens oot Sony Das dose the Ut e prond, aod Tieted a whopping G- ineh screen
fon Elice Tromt of its pew phone The 18O vesolution means it shonbd ook great, plos it Tis Sony s Mobile Bravia Fingime 2 or impeovesd
colors aml conteast. The Bewels, ot least Based on the pietnres seleased by Sony, look very slim indeal, The prool comes when we
examine the dimensions The Xpevia O3 Ultea 85 P acess, o single millimeter more than the 55 ineh Samsnng Galaxy Note 4
I slightly Tonger at Mg (thie Note 4 is DB, and a tiny bitsmmer at 82mm, For the size of the display, ifs o very compaet
phone. A ModiaTek MTGY52 octa-core processor running at LYGHE with 261 of BAM provides the power, and theres GG of
internal memory and a MiceoSEeand slot, Sony will peodoee a 400 LTF version, aod one with doal-SEM sapport, plos ie has all the
nsinl conmeetivity options ineloding Blucetooth 40 and NIC The 280m A D battery is supposed to be good for two-days, and theres
Sonys Stamioa meode o extend it beyomd this iF vou e willing to eat down on Tonetionality,
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®  Quad-core LT GHe Cortex- A58 & quad-core LOG Tz Cortes- AGS
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HTC Desire 526
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HUAWEIL Honor 4A

Thee Huosewed Honor 4 Plas. 1t is o peefect combo of teehnieal innovation qamd desigo display, T sports aquad core 64
bt preocessor and Soapadeagon S0 chor enables the wsers to Facilitate Prome fhe entertainment featores Tike gaming
along with other busicnss application< Foall metal hoosing with 4th edition with ontstamding visoals that eulmoee
vernr nser experienee. Hoawed Hooor 4 Play featiwres 5 inehes D sereen with 720050 9250 pixels s although extraondi
paary bt givis o compaet look to the deviee, T roons o Aocbeeid O, w282 delly Bean, amld internal memery spuees
incelndes Boadlt in SGEY with noedecided ciard slot amd TG BAM. The conpectivity options are amazing in Honor Play
Fothat inclmles Bluetooth vLO with A200, USDB Cmiceo USE 22300, WEAN Wi-Fi 80211 bgm, Wi- 10 lotspat ),
ColPlis, DMk, A0 CRESEIA, DEST A, aoned 4G DTS "l eaomera comies in B mega piscels with S:2264 5 240648 pixels lea-
turing avntolocis, LIS Flash, Geo-tagging, Touch foens, and Faee detection, The secondarey camera comes in 2 megi
pixels The Huoawed Howor 4 Play comes o staodared swhite aod blaek eolorse Xow vou ean enjoy more oo on voar fin

et with strong hattery aond Tavge FEDY display, Ploawed Plomor's 4 Py makes von Five om the toge
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LIENOVO A3900

Laemvovan, sotany atfter e liing the WSO smaetplone, Tas now onveilid the ASENEL U nfortamately, e is nooword on the availabil
ity details of the NS simartphone thongh we dan expeet the smaeploee will be gotong on sale i the compams Tome aonmtn
stk Lanewn Dans adso not veovesded whether S AT will e Bomebed ontside Chinae As per to the listed speeifications on the
company's site (vin MRS, the Lamdset featimes a Sioeh FWVGA G808 pixels) display: 01 built-in storage; expamdable
shorsige supporty Somegapivel meare caomern with Plashs 2-megapise] Proot o, and o EZ000mA D battery, The doal-S1IM based
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Mega Man Legacy Collection

Preserving video games is difficult. Outside of illegal ROMs, it's tricky to find clean and
reliable copies of the vast swath of video game history. With theMega Man Legacy
Collection, Capcom is preserving and reintroducing the roots of a franchise built into the
very building blocks of modern gaming--even if the actual act of playing the games
themselves isn't always the treat you remember them to be. The Mega Man Legacy
Collection is a tribute to the Blue Bomber's 8-bit origins, collecting Mega Man 1-6 as well as
the games' soundtracks and a lot of original concept art. The games are recreated faithfully,
with all of their glitches and framerate issues intact. These are the Mega Man games you
played in the late 80s and early 90s, thus, The Legacy Collection is a valuable gaming
history. While anyone can appreciate that aspect, the games' high levels of difficulty may be
a turn off if your experience isn't guided by nostalgia and first-hand experience. Let's
pretend for a moment that you've just landed on Earth after having been abducted by aliens
for the last 28 years and you've never heard of Mega Man.

Dragon Age: Inquisition - The Descent

One thing that everyone can agree upon when it comes to Dragon Age: Inquisition is that
the game is big. Like, crazy big. The Hinterlands alone is approximately the size of North
Dakota. So, when The Descent DLC came along and promised to scale things down to a
dungeon crawl, you had to wonder how it was going to play out. I figured it was going to go
one of two ways. I assumed the adventure would be either a nice change of pace via an old-
school D&D-flavoured romp through underground caverns, or a mundane corridor creep,
making the fantastic original game mundane and predictable. But I clearly underestimated
BioWare, as the developer covered all the bases here and created an add-on that offers both
some interesting new settings and an occasionally monotonous trudge through caves. The
area of Thesdas that The Descent focuses on is certainly intriguing. After installing the
DLC, anew 16-power assignment shows up near the Storm Coast on the Skyhold war room
map. Local dwarves are reporting mysterious earthquakes rumbling through the Deep

Roads--a not-exactly-hiding-it borrowing of The Underdark underground.
Gears of War: Ultimate Edition

Late in the story of Gears of War: Ultimate Edition, Marcus Fenix kicks down the front
door of his childhood home. He finds the wallpaper peeling, the furniture in disarray, and a
fine layer of dust blanketing every surface. This return to a dilapidated family home is a
poetic echo of the task at hand. Many members of developer The Coalition worked on the
original 2006Gears of War, and this remaster is the studio's first release before it
launchesGears of War 4. And although it's created a faithful homage to the game that
started it all, some of the furniture is still out of place, and the corners continue to gather
dust. Gears of War: Ultimate Edition lets us cheat time, and travel back to 2006, when we
first saw Fenix emerge from that shadowy prison cell. Because of the updated visuals,
Gears of War: Ultimate Edition fills in cracks and polishes edges to preserve our ever-so-
fragile nostalgia. I played Gears of War on Xbox 360 recently, and the differences here are
apparent: Ultimate Edition removes the muddy textures, shiny faces, and bleak
environments of the original, replacing them with detailed landscapes and brighter hues.

warldLTEl Neversettle forlessthan the best

Metal Gear Solid V: The Phantom Pain

The Metal Gear series has always delivered complex plots, with unexpected twists and
revelations altering your perception of people and events you thought you understood.
Though Metal Gear Solid V: The Phantom Pain continues this tradition, the majority of its
plot focuses on the events at hand. Fans of the series will find their diligence rewarded in

ways that newcomers can't begin to imagine, but such loyalty and knowledge isn't a W \UNMIHEGRHANTOM PAIN
prerequisite. Top-notch cinematography and voice acting echo--and at times exceed-- ¥ : L
contemporary standards for film and TV, carrying extraordinary characters into the realm (i #§ ?...f

of believability. Though you will cross a few elements in the world that illicit a chuckle, BN '

there's very little humor in The Phantom Pain's story; the dark themes and subject matter
like disenfranchised youth being forced into combat call for a serious tone, after all. The
gravity of the game's encounters leaves you on the edge of your seat, with a racing pulse. As
Big Boss, the leader of a private military group The Diamond Dogs, you go behind enemy
lines to carry out recon and assassination contracts, as well as infiltrate the hideouts.
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Above prices are subject to change as per market
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| Virtual Private Servers (VPS)
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HOSTING - o L4
FEATURES BASIC STANDARD
| as Low As 190 gs }

rrices  11999/- 17999/=| 22999/~ U Email Hosting

Disk Space 20 GB " 40 GB
CPU ] I 25GHz | 25GHZx2
] R Reliable
Platform ' 7 Linux / Win D <
P | 2
Location Local Hosting
Management emi-Managed Managed

Bandwith (volume) 10 GB 0 GB 40 GB

24/7 Human Support 2 100% ’Secure Brain

Telecommunication Ltd.
brain.pk

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: sales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 888

* Terms and conditions apply




For Just _

1750)-

Limited Time Offer

*Terms & taxes apply

All 2Mbps Unlimited customers are being upgraded to
4Mbps without any extra charges till 31st October 2015 | tcl

K iotctotticia  [5 sptelofticial
hellota the

.
future

To order call 0800 8 0800, visit www.ptcl.com.pk or SMS ‘BB’ to 05 1218 1218
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