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Editor’s
Note
Digital 
Pakistan 
initiative on 
transparent 
manner

The Policy Committee of  the Universal Service Fund (USF), under 
the Ministry of  Information Technology (IT) and Telecommunication, 
has approved a budget of  over Rs. 18 billion for 30 projects for the 
financial year 2021-22 with the aim of  bringing the country closer to 
the Digital Pakistan initiative. If  projects materialised, the potential 
benefits to the poor and those cordoned off  in remote areas would be 
immense. If  Covid-19 has taught us anything, it is digitisation – the 
future of  the country, its economy, and the people.

The USF highlighted increasing access to mobile and internet 
services as the main focus behind each of  these projects. Connectivity 
is bound to improve once we have developed the infrastructure that 
enables fibre optic cables to be installed across the country. This will 
provide the remote areas with a platform that can integrate them into 
the economy, educational system and make them an integral part of  
e-governance. It may even provide much-needed relief  as these areas 
will become more accessible and can be incorporated into the market 
that industries have to cater to.

When compared to the international community, Pakistan lags 
far behind because it failed to develop and make progress with the 
world around us. We still rely on traditional methods that have a 
limited scope, reach, and adaptability. This is not a system that can 
survive in the long term and the government is fully aware of  that. 
The steps it is taking towards greater communication and digital 
connectivity that led to the introduction of  Amazon in Pakistan, 
for instance, must be appreciated because they provide a platform 
through which local vendors and businesses can become a part of  
the international market. If  nothing else this, at least, is a start to the 
standard of  development we should be at.

Similarly, online education should not only be reserved as a tool 
to be employed during times of  crises. Instead, it is a convenient 
and affordable solution to our problems of  low literacy rates, sparse 
distribution of  educational institutions, and security concerns. In fact, 
even encouraging digital literacy is bound to improve job prospects 
for countless people in Pakistan. In the end, it all boils down to how 
much the government is able to facilitate growth within the people 
and Pakistan as a whole

It is good that the USF has a transparent system of  a technical 
and monitoring audit, based on which the funds are released in 
proportion to the work completed on the projects.
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Letters to the
EDITOR
Gruesome murder of Noor 
Mukadam
It is not new to murder the innocent woman in the country. 
There have been thousands of such incidents in the past 
but this time around the positive sign is, the voice of these 
gory murders has been raised in the National Assembly. The 
gruesome murder of a 27-year-old woman in the capital 
of Pakistan echoed in the National Assembly as members 
belonging to the Treasury and the Opposition, especially 
women, demanded exemplary punishment to the murderer.
The National Assembly, with Deputy Speaker Qasim Suri in 
the chair, debated the issue of Noor Mukadam, the daughter 
of a former diplomat, who was found beheaded on July 20.
Taking part in the debate, the female lawmakers from across 
the aisle, were unanimous in seeking justice for Noor, saying 
there should be no mercy for the alleged murderer no matter 
which country’s nationality he held.
They said this is a test case, and the police should set an 
example for others to check the recurrence of such horrible 
incidents. They said the man, Zahir Jaffer, who is the son of a 
business tycoon, Zakir Jaffer, should be brought to book for 
the heinous crime he committed.

Irsa Imran, Multan

Miyawaki urban forest in Lahore
Pakistan is one of the few countries to achieve “on 
track status” vis-à-vis SDG 13 on Climate Change. The 
achievement of this status is chiefly the result of several 
policies and initiatives of the government, which have been 
launched with the aim to improving the environment and 
manage the changing climate. These include among others, 
‘Clean and Green Pakistan’, ‘Ten Billion Tree Tsunami’, 
‘Protected Areas Initiative’ and “Recharge Pakistan.”
Prime Minister Imran Khan inaugurated the world’s largest 
Miyawaki urban forest in Lahore under the 10 billion tree 
plantation initiative.
The forest has been developed on over 100 kanals with 
around 165,000 plants that will grow 10 times faster than in 
they do in a normal forest, under the Miyawaki plantation 
technique.
The Prime Minister said the Miyawki forest will bring back 
the green glory and beauty of Lahore which was once known 
as the city of gardens. The launch of the world’s biggest 
Miyawaki urban forest in Lahore is “just the beginning” of 
the steps being taken by the government for a greener and 
cleaner Pakistan, he said.
Urban trees can help cut air pollution in the city where 
the silent killer smog and air pollution pose serious health 
hazards. The government aims to reverse the effects of 
environmental neglect during the development of Lahore 
city, the premier said. The plantation is vital to offer our 
future generations a clean and healthy environment, he said.
Urban forests can help improve people’s health, reduce the 
harmful effects of air pollution, and are integral to climate 
change mitigation.
He claimed only 640 million plants were planted during 64 
years in Pakistan, while one billion trees were planted in the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province by his party, Pakistan 
Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI), from 2013 to 2018. The government’s 

goal is to plant 10 billion trees across the country.
Imran Khan said the biggest urban forest in Lahore “is 
dedicated to Japanese botanist Akira Miyawaki” who died 
last month. At least 53 other Miyawaki forests are being 
developed in different parts of Lahore to reduce pollution 
and combat climate change. All trees have been geotagged 
to monitor growth and development.

Haseeb Akhtar, Lahore

Street crimes 
Hyderabad is home to many students that are often compelled 
to work part-time in order to make both ends meet. Being 
myself a student, when I first came to Hyderabad for higher 
education I struggled to manage my expenses and found a 
part-time job in a Sindhi newspaper. Yesterday, on my way 
back home, I was mugged in Defence phase 1. The incident 
left me with nothing to meet expenses for the rest of the 
month, forcing me to borrow from others. Another incident 
of mugging took place in the same locality. The victim was 
shot in the leg when he showed resistance. If the situation in 
posh neighbourhood is such, one can only imagine how bad 
it would be in the rest of the city.
The fact of the matter is, street crimes have become rampant 
in Hyderabad and residents remain miserable. I urge the 
authorities concerned to take vigorous action against 
the culprits. The police need to be made more vigilant to 
ensure security and safety of citizens. Victims should be 
compensated financially if the police fail to recover their 
looted money and belongings. Otherwise, the situation will 
persist.

Wajahat Ahmed, Hyderabad

Board exams and cheating  
After a year’s halt due to the coronavirus, the board exams 
in Sindh have finally started. However this time around, 
the trend of cheating in Sindh has increased significantly 
creating a very serious problem for us all. Early release of 
exam papers on social media is a big question mark on the 
performance of the board’s examination staff. 
At the same time, examination centres are also playing an 
important role in spreading such misconduct. Sadly, no one 
is worried about this growing trend. The students are happy 
to think that they will pass by copying but what service they 
would render to the country and nation in their practical life 
remains a big worry. 
Just think about it: today we will make them copy and let 
them go ahead, then tomorrow when they will come out 
as doctors and engineers, who will face the loss? What is 
the significance of the degree obtained by copying? At the 
same time, the teachers who do not stop their students from 
cheating and copying are in fact making our foundations 
hollow and betraying the country. 
I request the Minister of Education and the Chairman 
Board to improve our education system and plug every 
hole and means which encourage use of unfair means in the 
examination. I also request the school administration and 
the teachers to be faithful to their duties and discharge their 
responsibilities honestlhy. 
The government of Sindh should take strict action against 
the examination centres which are promoting cheating as it 
is a question of the future of the students of our country.

Iraj Manzoor, Karachi

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com
We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,
we are publishing only few selected letters. 



T
he Federal Cabinet has approved the 
first-ever cyber security policy targetting 
foolproof national security, as well as to 
respond to the looming threat of cyber 

warfare gaining roots across the globe, a senior gov-
ernment official said. Addressing a Press conference 
after the Cabinet meeting, chaired by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, Federal Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Fawad Chaudhry said the world was 
moving towards cyber warfare at a rapid pace, and 
the government formulated the comprehensive pol-
icy, which was crucial to protect the cyber security 
regime and electronic data of the citizens. Pakistan 
has been ranked the seventh worst cyber-secure state 
in the world by the Global Strategies Index and the 
Global Security Index 2018 report. Pakistan current-
ly holds a weak cyber security posture to deal with 
any threat in the digital domain. The government has 
also decided to thoroughly investigate the attempted 
Indian cyber espionage attacks on mobile phones and 
gadgets of its top officials, and the findings would be 
shared with the United Nations, which hopefully 
would take action on it. The National Cyber Securi-
ty Policy aims to counter the incidents related to the 
malicious use of information and communication 
technologies in cyberspace that pose a grave financial 
and security threat to Pakistan. The Policy includes 
support for the establishment of an internal frame-
work in all public and private institutions for the 
protection of cyber-ecosystem, security of national 
information system and infrastructure, and protec-
tion in all national ICT infrastructures. The Policy 
requires all stakeholders to devise information-shar-
ing mechanisms against cyber-attacks at every level, 
ensure cybercrime monitoring, electronic identifica-
tion, and security and provide the organisations with 
the required systems and support for the protection 
of online privacy. It provides responsibility for citizen 
data matters while establishing a public-private part-
nership for operational and technical assistance and 
raising awareness of cyber security using a variety of  
media across the country. The policy calls upon the 
Information Technology Ministry to prepare cyber 
security experts through campaigns, skill develop-
ment, and training programmes. Talking to the me-
dia after the Cabinet meeting, Federal Minister for IT 
Syed Aminul Haq said that the primary objective of  
the policy was to ensure the privacy of online data, 
information, and private and important contents of  
Pakistani citizens and government and private enti-
ties while maintaining their privacy. “The IT Ministry 
and all relevant public and private institutions will be 
provided all possible assistance and support to ensure 
that their data, services, ICT products, and systems 
are in line with the requirements of cyber security,” 
he added. The Minister said that information and 
communication technology-based services and sys-
tems were becoming a key driving force for individ-
uals, businesses, organisations, and the government.

But the increased connectivity, mobility, and ver-
satility of digital services had exposed the systems 
to cyber security threats, he added. Therefore, the 
emerging cyber threats and vulnerabilities in the dig-
ital world require a comprehensive and coordinated 
framework to ensure safe cyberspace for the citizens 
and businesses. According to the Policy, the govern-
ment will lead the national response in case of any 
incident with support from both the public and pri-
vate sectors. As per the Policy, a cyber-attack on Paki-
stan will be considered as category I and category II 
aggression against national sovereignty and the State 
will defend itself  with appropriate response measures.

The Policy highlights that to counter these threats, 
the IT Ministry will help establish an active cyber-de-
fence and cyber security governance, protect inter-
net-based services, ensure protection and resilience 
of the national critical information structures, protec-
tion of the government’s information systems and in-
frastructure, develop information security assurance 
framework, increase awareness of cyber security and 
develop cybercrime response mechanisms and regula-
tions. A team equipped with experts and all required 
and modern tools will work to ensure cyber security. 
A budget of Rs.1.92 billion has been allocated for the 
national-level response team.

Strengthening the cyber security posture of Paki-

stan will promote citizens’ trust in digital solutions 
and bring economic prosperity, he added. He said 
that the first objective of the Policy is to ensure the 
protection of online data and information of citizens 
and public and private institutions. Public and private 
institutions’ data, services, ICT products, and sys-
tems would be bound to the National Cyber Policy.

The policy envisages a cyber-attack on a Paki-
stani institution as an attack on national integrity, 
said the Minister adding, in case of a cyber-attack, 
all required steps and retaliatory actions will be car-
ried out. Cyber security process will be integrated and 
strengthened in public and private service networks, 
said the Minister adding, under the Policy, computer 
emergency response teams will be formed at nation-
al, sector, and the institutional levels.

The policy framework is envisaged to secure the 
entire cyberspace of Pakistan, including all informa-
tion and communication systems used in both the 

public and private sectors. The objective of the Policy 
is to establish a governance and institutional frame-
work for a secure cyber ecosystem, create protec-
tion and information-sharing mechanism (CERTs/ 
SOCs) at all tiers capable of monitoring, detecting, 
protecting and responding to threats to national ICT/
CII infrastructures. It aims to protect National Criti-
cal Information Infrastructure by mandating national 
security standards and processes related to the design, 
acquisition, development, use and operation of in-
formation systems, enhance security of government 
information systems and infrastructure, create an in-
formation assurance framework of audits and com-
pliance for all entities in both public and private sec-
tors. The measures will be adopted to ensure integrity 
of ICT products, systems and services by establish-
ing a mechanism of testing, screening, forensics and 
accreditation, develop public-private partnerships 
and collaborative mechanism through technical and 
operational cooperation. The Policy encompasses 
creation of a country-wide culture of cyber security 
awareness through mass communication and edu-
cation programmes, develop and create skilled cyber 
security professionals through capacity building, skill 
development and training programmes.

To mitigate cyber threats the country faces today 
and to improve the national cyber security outlook, 
it is imperative to undertake the strengthening of na-
tional cyber security capabilities through the develop-
ment of essential and well-coordinated mechanisms, 
implementation of security standards and regulations 
under a policy and legislative framework, the Policy 
contains. n
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The National Cyber Security Policy aims to counter the 
incidents related to the malicious use of information and 
communication technologies in cyberspace that pose a grave 
financial and security threat to Pakistan

Cabinet approves 
first-ever cyber 
National Cyber 
Security Policy 2021

A team equipped with experts 
and all required and modern 

tools will work to ensure cyber 
security. A budget of Rs.1.92 

billion has been allocated 
for the national level 

response team



F
oreign investors have expressed huge con-
fidence in the security environment in the 
country which has conveyed a positive 
message to the potential investors.

Overseas Investors Chamber of  Commerce and 
Industry (OICCI), a joint forum of  top 200 foreign 
investors in Pakistan, released the results of  its lat-
est Annual Security Survey 2021, covering feedback 
on the security environment in the commercial cen-
ters of  Pakistan. The survey was conducted during 
the period from May 21st to June 21st. About two-
thirds of  the OICCI members have their head offic-
es in Karachi with operations all over the country. 

Compared to the security situation in mid-2020, 
the overall security environment, according to the 
2021 OICCI survey, has much improved, especially 
in Lahore (according to 61 percent of  the respon-
dents), KP (59 percent), rest of  Punjab (53 per-
cent), and Karachi (51 percent). However, some of  
the members have expressed concern in respect of  
growing street crimes, especially in Karachi. 

Commenting on findings of  the survey, Irfan 
Siddiqui, President OICCI said: “The positive per-
ception of  the security environment by the leading 
foreign investors operating in the country is a mat-
ter of  great satisfaction that also conveys a positive 
message to the potential investors.” The OICCI 
president added: “The foreign investors have appre-
ciated the continuing focus of  our LEAs in improv-
ing the security environment, one of  the key com-

ponents for attracting FDI in the country. Security 
remains one of  the top three concerns for 62 per-
cent of  the respondents, a marginal improvement 
over 70 percent respondents in the 2020 survey.”

It is highly encouraging that despite the 
COVID-19 related travel restrictions, put in place 
since March 2020, the visit of  foreign nationals to 
Pakistan for OICCI members’ business continued 
although at a lower frequency. The visiting busi-
nessmen were mainly from China, UK, the USA, 
Germany, Japan, UAE (where several member 
companies Regional HQ are located), and from 
other European and Asian countries.

In terms of  serious crimes, 87 percent of  respon-
dents indicated either a decrease over the last year 
or ‘not an issue’ in Lahore, and 75 percent of  re-
spondents indicated either a decrease over last year 
or ‘not an issue’ in Karachi. Similarly, 89 percent, 
75 percent, and 73 percent of  respondents pointed 
out either a decrease over the last year or ‘not an 
issue’ in KP, Quetta, and the rest of  Baluchistan. 
For street crimes, 17 percent of  respondents in Ka-
rachi, against 7 percent of  the last year, indicated 
a significant increase over last year while up to 5 
percent of  respondents in the rest of  the country ( 
Lahore, Islamabad, Quetta, Peshawar) noted a sig-
nificant increase. 

In conclusion, M. Abdul Aleem, CEO/Sec-
retary General, OICCI, observed: “OICCI is en-
couraged with the continuing improvement in the 

overall security assessment of  the foreign investors, 
which will help in further boosting potential FDI in 
Pakistan. Going forward, we are confident that the 
law enforcement agencies will soon be able to also 
control the recent spike in street crimes and further 
reinforce the positive security environment in the 
country.” 

The OICCI 2021 Security Survey was respond-
ed by over two-thirds of  the over 200 members 
and survey respondents included CEOs and senior 
management of  member organizations. This se-
curity survey has been conducted every year since 
2015. The OICCI Security Survey is comprehensive 
and gives a detailed feedback of  foreign investors 
operating in Pakistan on various aspect of  doing 
business connected with security and its impact 
on their operation which is regularly sought by the 
headquarters of  member companies, diplomats of  
over 30 countries represented at the chamber, secu-
rity professionals and other stakeholders.

Meanwhile, the annual report on Investment 
Security of  China’s Belt and Road Construction 
(2021) was jointly released by China Belt and Road 
Think Tank Cooperation Alliance, Beijing Interna-
tional Studies University, and other institutions.

The report put forward the fruits of  researches 
on the political, economic, social, cultural, and eco-
logical investment security in countries along the 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

According to the report, Pakistan has reformed 
to simplify the process of  starting a company and 
obtaining a construction permit, implementing a 
series of  preferential policies in recent years.

These measures improved its ability to attract 
foreign investments and strengthened the ease of  
doing business year by year, making Pakistan one 
of  the world’s top 10 economies with the most im-
proved business environment, China Economic 
Net (CEN) reported. In terms of  political security, 
the report said, South Asia as a whole is greatly af-
fected by the superpower game. China, the United 
States, Russia, Japan, and other countries outside 
the region have historical ties and practical coop-
eration in this region which makes the geopolitical 
environment of  South Asia complicated.

The long-running disputes between India and 
Pakistan have also intensified pressures on political 
security in the region, under which the issue over 
Kashmir poses a potential risk of  war.

From the perspective of  economic security, Pa-
kistan’s scores went up by 220 percent in 2019 com-
pared to 2010, showing an overall trend of  growth. 
The completion of  the mega China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) project has greatly boosted 
public confidence, stimulated domestic demand, 
and enhanced production.

However, it is worth noting that since 2019, the 
accelerated marketisation of  the domestic exchange 
rate in Pakistan has led to market fluctuations, cur-
rency devaluation, sustained inflation, forcing the 
government to raise the benchmark interest rate. 
Besides, the debt burden increased and the interna-
tional sovereign rating lowered.

As to social security, Pakistan has been rated at 
a middle and low level. Constant terrorist attacks 
in Pakistan have led to social unrest. Violent clash-
es can halt projects, cause losses and even threaten 
the safety of  workers from the investing countries, 
undermining the confidence of  foreign investors. n

Overseas Investors Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(OICCI), a joint forum of top 200 foreign investors in Pakistan, 
released the results of its latest Annual Security Survey 
2021, covering feedback on the security environment in the 
commercial centers of Pakistan

Foreign investors’ 
confidence in 
Pakistan improves 
that positive message

These measures improved its 
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economies with the most 
improved business 

environment, CEN reported
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P
akistani, Chi-
nese, and dip-
lomats from 
other coun-

tries in the Indian capi-
tal appeared on the list 
of potential targets for 
phone hacking via the 
Israeli-made Pegasus 
spyware.

The publication cit-
ing the French paper Le 
Monde said that several 
New Delhi-based diplo-
mats were also on the 
list of potential targets 
for phone hacking from 
2017-2021, along with a 
phone associated with 
Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan.

“The cell phone numbers of Imran Khan and 
several of his ambassadors in India appear on the 
list as potential targets. Dozens of other Delhi-based 
diplomats and ambassadors are also included, from 
Iran, Afghanistan, China, Nepal, and Saudi Arabia,” 
the report published in Le Monde said. The use of  
the software, called Pegasus and developed by NSO 
Group, was reported by The Washington Post, the 
Guardian, Le Monde, and other news outlets who 
collaborated on an investigation into a data leak. The 
leak carried a list of up to 50,000 phone numbers be-
lieved to have been identified as people of interest by 
clients of the NSO since 2016, the reports said. Not 
all of those numbers were subsequently hacked, and 
the news outlets with access to the leak said, “more 
details about those who were compromised would be 
released in the coming days.”

The revelation came a day after it was reported 
that India targetted a phone which was earlier in 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s use through the Israeli 
firm’s malware, a global investigation had revealed, 
igniting fears of widespread privacy and rights abus-
es. As reported by an independent Israeli publication 
Haaretz, several Pakistani officials, Kashmiri freedom 
fighters, Indian Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, and 
even an Indian Supreme Court judge were targetted, 
the publication said. TTI News quoting sources said 
that India tried to tap the Federal Cabinet members’ 
calls and messages through the spyware, prompting 
Pakistan to develop new software for its federal min-
isters. Following the development, a high-level meet-
ing of the civil and military leadership was called 
which will decide a future course of action against 
India’s spying attempt.

Pakistan called on the relevant United Nations 
bodies to thoroughly investigate India’s use of Israe-
li spyware against Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
others. “We have noted with serious concern the 
recent international media reports exposing Indian 
government’s organised spying operations against 
its own citizens, foreigners as well as Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, using an Israeli origin spyware,” said 
the Foreign Office in a statement. The FO said that 
Pakistan, in the strongest possible terms, condemns 

India’s state-sponsored, continuing and widespread 
surveillance and spying operations in clear breach of  
global norms of responsible state behaviour. “Keep-
ing a clandestine tab on dissenting voices is a long-
standing textbook ploy of the RSS-BJP regime to 
commit human rights atrocities in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) and peddle 
disinformation against Pakistan,” read the statement.

It added that the world has seen the true face of  
the so-called Indian democracy when the reports of  
EU DisinfoLab, Indian Chronicle, surfaced earlier 
last year. “We are closely following these revelations 
and will bring the Indian abuses to the attention of  
appropriate global platforms,” stated the FO. It add-
ed that in view of the gravity of the reports, Pakistan 
calls on the “relevant UN bodies to thoroughly inves-
tigate the matter, bring the facts to light, and hold the 
Indian perpetrators to account.”

Among those who were put on the spy list include 
Pakistani Premier Khan and French President Em-
manuel Macron.

Working with new data from the journalism non-
profit organization Forbidden Stories and Amnesty 
International, the Organized Crime and Corruption 
Reporting Project and media partners around the 
world worked to uncover who might have fallen vic-
tim to Pegasus, and tell their stories.

“Keeping a clandestine tab on dissenting voic-
es is a long-standing textbook ploy of  the RSS-BJP 
regime to commit human rights atrocities in Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir and peddle 
disinformation against Pakistan. The world has seen 

the true face of  the so-
called Indian ‘democ-
racy’ when the reports 
of  EU Disinfo Lab, 
Indian Chronicle, sur-
faced earlier last year,” 
the Pakistani Foreign 
Ministry said.

In late 2019, the EU 
Disinfo Lab uncovered 
a vast network of  news 
websites and NGOs 
engaged to target Pa-
kistani interests across 
global platforms.

Pegasus can infect 
both iPhones and An-
droid devices, allowing 
the spyware’s users to 
collect messages, pho-
tos, emails, and record 

calls. Microphones and cameras of  the infected de-
vices can be activated covertly.

Narendra Modi’s government has been accused 
of  treason and “unforgivable sacrilege” by the polit-
ical opposition in India following a series of  reports 
by the Pegasus project. The spy list revealed several 
journalists, activists, and an opposition election strat-
egist whose phone numbers were included in a data 
leak of  more than 50,000 numbers that, since 2016, 
are believed to have been selected as those of  persons 
of  interest by government clients of  NSO Group.

It is not possible to say whether a phone in the 
leaked data was infiltrated or successfully hacked 
without forensic analysis. But the investigation 
confirmed infections by NSO Group’s surveillance 
software Pegasus, or signs of  potential targetting, on 
phones linked to 10 Indian numbers and on an addi-
tional 27 phones around the world.

The surveillance software, which India has never 
confirmed using, is licensed only to national govern-
ments. Analysis of  the phone numbers selected for 
possible surveillance by the NSO client in question 
indicates that it was predominately used to target In-
dian numbers including those of  critics of  the Modi 
government. In a statement, Congress accused the 
Modi government of  being the “deployer and ex-
ecutor” of  a “spying racket.” “This is clearly trea-
son and total abdication of  national security by the 
Modi government, more so when the foreign com-
pany could possibly have access to this data,” said 
the Congress statement, which labelled Modi’s rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government as the 
“Bharatiya Jasoos [spy] party”.

“This is an unforgivable sacrilege and negation 
of  constitutional oath by the home minister and the 
prime minister,” it added.

Traces of  Pegasus – software with the ability 
to breach a phone, access its contents, and turn it 
into a portable surveillance device – were found on 
the device of  Prashant Kishor, an election strategist 
who clashed with Modi’s party during a state vote 
in April. Analysis of his phone showed he had been 
hacked using Pegasus as recently as the morning of  
the forensic examination. n
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“The cell phone numbers of Imran Khan and several of his ambassadors in India appear on 
the list as potential targets. Dozens of other Delhi-based diplomats and ambassadors are 
also included, from Iran, Afghanistan, China, Nepal, and Saudi Arabia,” the report published 
in Le Monde said.

India uses Israeli spyware 
Pegasus ‘over the top Pakistani, 
Chinese and many states icons

Several Pakistani officials, 
Kashmiri freedom fighters, 

Indian Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi, and even an Indian 
Supreme Court judge were 

targetted, the publication said





G
oogle and Kantar– a data analytics and 
brand consulting company based in 
London– shared new research about 
the digital population in Pakistan. In 

a webinar titled “Journey to Digital” research, the 
speakers outlined how Pakistanis consume the in-
ternet and spend their time on digital platforms.

The research consisted of  two stages, compris-
ing 4,135 interviews with Pakistanis, aged between 
15-55 years, in both urban and rural areas. Some 
very interesting findings were highlighted from the 
research during the webinar. One of  these was that 
Pakistan reached a critical mass of  internet usage in 
2021. More than half  of  the country’s population 
now uses the internet.

This boom was primarily driven by the pandem-
ic and related lockdowns and the lower cost of  mo-
bile internet in Pakistan, the speakers said.

Furthermore, 46 percent of  Pakistan’s total pop-
ulation accesses the internet every day. Out of  the 
total internet-connected population, this percentage 
is 86 percent.

However, at the same time, the research found 
that not only are Pakistanis primarily using the in-
ternet for social media and entertainment purposes, 
but they are also much less aware of  the useful po-
tential of  the internet. Most of  the current internet 
users in the country expressed no desire to increase 
the amount of  time they spend online.

That said, the intrinsic growth in numbers of  
Pakistanis that are now internet literate and use ser-
vices like e-commerce have grown phenomenally 
over the past four years.

Founder and Managing Partner Indus Valley 
Capital, Aatif  Awan, said in his presentation that 
their internet users in Pakistan have grown by 35 
times in the past four years, primarily due to the low 
cost of  mobile data.

He also noted that mobile data usage figures 
for Pakistan have been doubling every year for the 
past four years. He also linked this to the impact on 
the startup ecosystem and how the pandemic has 
shaped the avenues for venture capitalist funding in 
Pakistan.

While Pakistani startups had been able to keep 
a gradual but positive momentum for attracting 
foreign investments for the past five years, the year 
2021 is likely to surpass the collective investment of  
the past five years.

Atif  said: “Pakistani startups are on their way to 
bring in more than $230 million in investment cap-
ital in 2021, which is more than the past five years 
combined.”

Within the first six months of  2021, more than 
$100 million has already made its way to Pakistan 
through several startups, including fintech, tele-
health, and e-commerce startups.

Another speaker highlighted how the usage pat-
terns have also shifted in the past few years for Pa-
kistan, in addition to the total number of  internet 
users. The research revealed that most applications 
are also being used as multi-purpose tools rather 
than just for one purpose. For instance, YouTube is 
used in Pakistan for watching videos, news and for 
getting e-commerce information. At the same time, 
the Google Search tool is used for all these purpos-
es– news, e-commerce, etc. – but also for watching 
videos and listening to music.

The Google search engine is primarily used for 
e-commerce reasons, even more than actual infor-
mation research or any educational purposes. Fur-
thermore, while one-third of  Pakistani internet us-
ers (33 percent) have made online purchases, and 27 
percent have shown an increase in online spending 
during the pandemic, research revealed that online 
purchases have primarily been restricted to food 
and clothing, so categories are limited for now.

The bottom line remains that Pakistan’s digital 
landscape has a lot of  potential for both businesses 
and individuals, but the users need to be sensitized 
and made aware of  the internet’s potential in areas 
of  accessing and spreading information, education, 
e-commerce, as well as startups’ proliferation and 
success in attracting foreign investment.

Last quarter, Google roared out of  the post-pan-
demic-peak period with a record $17.9 billion in 

profit, finally joining other tech giants that had 
been raking it in despite (or perhaps because of) the 
rise of  COVID-19. But Alphabet’s second-quarter 
2021 earnings do it one better— the company just 
set an all-time record revenue of  $61.9 billion this 
quarter, and record profits for the fourth quarter 
in a row at $18.5 billion. Some of  the numbers the 
company’s posting today (PDF) are nearly double 
those it reported a year ago.

Google search appears to be the big driver, 
shooting up over $14 billion since this time last 
year to $35.8 billion total (that’s nearly $4 billion 
higher than it did last quarter as well). YouTube 
advertising revenue grew tremendously as well, 
nearly doubling to $7 billion, compared to $3.8 
billion last year. That’s $1 billion more than You-
Tube pulled in last quarter, too. The company also 
says its YouTube Shorts have been a huge success, 
hitting 15 billion global daily views (up from 6.5 bil-

lion in March).
As you can see from Jon Erlichman’s tweet be-

low, we don’t see this kind of  growth every year!
One big question was whether this would be 

the quarter Alphabet’s fast-growing Google Cloud 
business would stop hemorrhaging cash, after the 
bleeding slowed to just under a billion in the first 
quarter. While the division still isn’t profitable, the 
second quarter shows it only lost $591 million, as 
it grew revenue from $4 billion last quarter to $4.6 
billion this one. (Cloud did $3 billion last year.)

Wondering how Google’s hardware business 
is doing ahead of  a possible new Pixel 6 Pro and 
maybe a new stab at smartwatches later this year? 
Unfortunately, Google doesn’t break out hardware 
numbers yet, but there is a “Google other” category 
that includes other items as well. It’s now pulling in 
$6.6 billion in revenue, up from $5.1 billion a year 
ago.

On the second-quarter earnings call, Google 
CBO Philipp Schindler suggested the high numbers 
were due to consumer spending— as has been the 
story for a while now, the pandemic has contributed 
to a huge surge in shopping, and as a giant advertis-
er with both search and YouTube, Google’s poised 
to benefit.

CFO Ruth Porat did suggest the company will 
have more sales and marketing expenses later this 
year to support some holiday product launches. n
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One-third of internet users (33 percent) have made online 
purchases, and 27 percent have shown an increase in online 
spending during the pandemic, research revealed that online 
purchases have primarily been restricted to food and clothing, 
so categories are limited for now

More than half of 
the population uses 
internet

The research consisted of two 
stages, comprising 4,135 

interviews with Pakistanis, 
aged between 15-55 years, in 
both urban and rural areas.



M
ore than half  of  China’s Fortune 500 
companies have invested or collabo-
rated in Pakistan, showing Chinese 
corporations’ faith in the country’s 

future economic growth.
More than half  of  the 143 Chinese firms on the 

annual Fortune Global 500 List have operations in 
Pakistan, according to the list published recently.

This year’s Fortune Global 500 List was dom-
inated by 143 Chinese businesses, including those 
from the Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion (SAR), and the island of  Taiwan, putting Chi-
na at the top for the second year in a row.

The number of  Chinese businesses reached 133 
in 2020, surpassing the United States for the first 
time.

According to China Economic Net (CEN), at 
least 75 Chinese enterprises from various sectors, 
including energy, infrastructure, automobiles, tele-
communications, and household appliances, have 
operations in Pakistan or have participated in Chi-
na Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects, 
bringing money, advanced technology, and mana-
gerial expertise to Pakistan.

China’s State Grid came second, just behind 
Walmart, the world’s largest retailer. China Nation-
al Petroleum and Sinopec Group, two more Chi-
nese firms, also reached the top ten. The 660kV Ma-
tiari-Lahore high-voltage direct current (HVDC) 
transmission project is being implemented by Chi-
na’s State Grid Corporation.

Pakistani Energy Minister Hammad Azhar re-
cently described the project as a “safety net” for the 

country’s electricity grid.
This year’s list included 34 Chinese car manu-

facturers. China’s state-owned businesses, such as 
SAIC Motor, FAW Group, Dongfeng Group, and 
GAC Group, had their revenue and profitability 
rise, while international automobile companies, 
such as Volkswagen, Daimler, Ford, and Honda, 
saw their yearly rankings fall one after another.

SAIC Motor, which is ranked 60th on the List, 
has announced plans to expand its car manufactur-
ing in Pakistan via a local joint venture. The refur-
bishment of  its facility is expected to be completed 
by the end of  this month, and locally manufactured 
cars will shortly be available on the Pakistani mar-
ket. China FAW Group is the co-launcher of  Paki-
stan’s first domestically manufactured Chinese ve-
hicle, the FWA-V2, and is ranked 66th on the List.

There are also 61 Chinese private companies on 
the List. Three internet-related firms, China’s JD 
Group, Alibaba, and Tencent, were ranked 59, 63, 
and 132, respectively. All three internet giants have 
actively contributed to the development of  Digital 
Pakistan. Alibaba purchased Daraz Group, a Pa-
kistan-based online retailer that helped grow the 
country’s e-commerce industry in 2018.

Huawei, Lenovo, and Xiaomi have all increased 
their ranks in terms of  mobile phone businesses. 
Huawei improved from 49th to 44th place this year. 
Lenovo Group is ranked 159th, up 65 spots from 
the previous year.

Xiaomi climbed 84 places in the rankings to 
become one of  the “top 500 enterprises with the 
fastest growth in the global Internet and retail in-

dustry”. Only two weeks ago, the firm stated that 
it will be establishing an assembly plant in Pakistan 
for the next three to four months.

Since 2015, Huawei, ranked 44, has collaborat-
ed with Pakistan’s Higher Education Commission 
(HEC). The business intends to offer bright Paki-
stani youths technological training in areas such as 
5G, cloud computing, AI, smart homes, IoT, and 
cyber-security. The business has aided 87 Pakistani 
students thus far.

The income and profitability of  Chinese busi-
nesses remained essentially constant. The business-
es outperform the worldwide averages of  US$63.4 
billion and US$3.3 billion, with average sales reve-
nue of  US$66.1 billion and profit of  US$3.5 billion.

On the other hand, as a Chinese spacecraft, de-
veloped by the China Academy of  Space Technol-
ogy (CAST), successfully landed on the surface of  
Mars on May 15th morning, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping announced: “Thanks to your courage in the 
face of  challenges and pursuit of  excellence, China 
is now among the leading countries in planetary ex-
ploration.”

Actually, CAST, the trusted partner of  the Pa-
kistani space industry, has been cooperating with 
Pakistan for 31 years. On the eve of  the 70th an-
niversary of  Pakistan-China diplomatic relations, 
China Economic Net interviewed Wei Qiang, the 
Chief  Designer of  CAST, winner of  Space Merit 
Award, who led the launch of  Pakistan Satellite 1R 
(PakSat-1R).

Wei said: “It is well known that China and Pa-
kistan have a deep friendship with a long history so 
CAST has been very supportive of  Pakistan’s space 
development, and working hard to complete the 
satellite project for Pakistan.”

On July 17, 1990, China’s Long March ZE rock-
et was successfully launched for the first time, put-
ting Pakistan’s first satellite BADR-A into its orbit. 
The purpose of  the development of  the satellite was 
to gain experience in communications satellites, to 
test voice and data communications between two 
ground stations, to test data storage and transmis-
sion, and to gain experience in tracking satellites.

On August 12, 2011, CAST launched the Long 
March 3B carrier rocket and successfully put Pak-
Sat-1R into its orbit at the Xichang Satellite Launch 
Center. “The satellite beam covers South Asia, 
the Middle East, East Africa, and some cities and 
regions in Europe to meet Pakistan’s communica-
tion needs in telecommunications, broadcasting, 
broadband multimedia, and other fields,” Wei in-
troduced.

“The schedule of  developing PakSat-1R with 
high technical difficulty was very tight. We have to 
work nearly 20 hours a day to ensure the launch 
coincides with the 60th anniversary of  the estab-
lishment of  diplomatic ties between China and Pa-
kistan,” he recalled, “However, nobody of  us com-
plained or flinched.”

“At the time, the Pakistani side worried that 
overworked cast would affect the quality of  Pak-
Sat-1R. But in the end, it turned out that their wor-
ries were unnecessary. PakSat-1R has been online 
for a decade with remarkable stability,” he said.

“With the efforts of  all space workers, China’s 
aerospace industry has been at the forefront of  the 
world. We are willing to provide the best products 
and technologies to Pakistan to lay a foundation 
for further space cooperation between the two 
countries. BRI cannot be built without the sup-
port of  Pakistan, so supporting our iron brother in 
space construction is also supporting ourselves,” 
Wei added. n

Huawei, Lenovo, and Xiaomi have all increased their ranks 
in terms of mobile phone businesses. Huawei improved from 
49th to 44th place this year. Lenovo Group is ranked 159th, 
up 65 spots from the previous year

More than half of 
Chinese firms on 
Fortune 500 have 
operations in Pakistan

More than half of the 143 
Chinese firms on the annual 

Fortune Global 500 List have 
operations in Pakistan, 

according to the list published 
recently
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Flare: What makes OPPO a brand that can be 
trusted by consumers?

George Long: OPPO as a leading global smart 
device brand carries the mission of  bringing tech-
nology created with heart and soul to every con-
sumer. It takes a lot of  effort for a brand to be 
known as trustworthy. For us, we try to achieve it 
through ‘Benfen’. Benfen stands on the vision of  a 
user-oriented company that strives for perfection 
and works hard to achieve great results. In simple 
words, it’s focused on doing the right thing. The 
right thing, that the brand believes, needs to be 
done is to provide the employees and customers 
with the best experience to grow and learn from 
each other. 

Flare: OPPO has always emphasized on the 
quality aspect of its products and services. Can 
you elaborate?

George Long: At OPPO, after-sales services 
hold great importance. We value the time of  our 
customers which is why we introduced our flash 
fix service through which they can get their phones 
fixed within one hour. Many of  our products have 
international warranty so you can claim our ser-
vices in other countries as well. For repaired and 
replaced parts, we offer 3-month warranty and 
guarantee the perfect fix. Our R&D department is 
constantly working on state-of-the-art technologi-
cal leaps in imaging technology, revolutionary de-
signs, and developments in ColorOS that provides 
a user experience of  the utmost quality.

Flare: What are OPPO’s future plans to offer 
further help to its customers? 

George Long: We, at OPPO, plan on improv-
ing our services further and bring convenience to 
the consumers’ lives. We believe in making our 
service staff  friendly, professional and inspiring so 
that it remains in touch and builds a long-term re-
lationship with customers; establishing a win-win 
situation. This aims at retaining the customers and 
provide the best possible service to every one of  
them which is exactly what we are working for.

Flare: How does OPPO differentiate itself 
from the competitors?

George Long: To summarize, OPPO works for 
the greater good just like our mission states “Tech-
nology for Mankind, Kindness for the world”. We 
innovate and our technology improves human 
lives. Additionally, we have something for every-
one with a wide range of  devices that cater to all 
types of  consumer needs. The Find-X series is 
equipped with cutting-edge technology and avail-
able in regularly updated iterations. The Reno se-
ries is a Chic-Tech Series that focuses on imaging 
and design. The products are localized based on 
the demand of  different markets. OPPO allows en-
hanced access to the consumers to leading technol-
ogies, such as flash charging technology, Leading 
Imaging Technology, 5G, etc. The F-Series on the 
other hand is positioned as a mid-tier smartphone 
series with a primary focus on the camera. The F 
Series is equipped with near-flagship features but 
at a mid-tier price point. And with the A-Series, 
OPPO has been striving to make technology more 
accessible to enable everyone to get the best out of  
their lives. 

Flare: OPPO seems to 
be investing a lot in Paki-
stan, from PSL to a recent 
donation in a general hos-
pital, can we expect more 
of this kind in the future?

George Long: At 
OPPO, we believe in put-
ting humanity first. Crick-
et has always been very 
close to our fans in Paki-
stan and investing in PSL 
was our way of  connecting 
with the consumers. In the 
same way, COVID has affected lives everywhere 
and we at OPPO believe it’s our responsibility to 
help where it is possible. Last year OPPO donated 
Rs 6.2 million to the Prime Minister COVID-19 
relief  fund to lend a helping hand in the crisis that 
struck the world. At the same time, OPPO con-

ducted online concerts to brighten up the people of  
Pakistan and provide them entertainment during 
the nationwide lockdown. We plan on continuing 
these efforts in the future as well.

Flare: What are the 
future plans and strate-
gies for OPPO to capture 
the Pakistani market?

George Long: Paki-
stan is a very important 
market for OPPO and 
Pakistanis have been very 
warmly welcoming OPPO.  
We began our operations 
in Pakistan in 2014 and 
in such a short time span 
OPPO has become one of  
Pakistan’s leading smart 

device brands. This, I believe, is an indicator of  
customer satisfaction and proves how OPPO has 
clicked with the people’s choices in Pakistan. Paki-
stan is the 5th largest country in the world in terms 
of  population and 65 percent of  its people are 
aged between 18 to 35 years. This is a great signal 

for further growth of  the company as the young 
generation is very acceptable to our technology 
and designs and we focus on creating a connection 
with them. OPPO is now beginning to take “One 
More Step” in creating that impactful ecosystem 
through building integrated application scenari-
os, improving smart experiences, and cooperating 
with partners. We hope and aim to increase our 
presence in the Pakistani market. 

Flare: Where does OPPO stand in terms of 
5G Technology both globally and locally?

George Long: OPPO works to innovate and 
bring new technology to its consumers. In May 
2019, OPPO worked with Swisscom and launched 
Europe’s first 5G smartphone, OPPO Reno 5G. In 
April 2020, OPPO conducted the first 5G VoNR 
call on a commercial device and in July last year, 
OPPO collaborated with Vodafone and Ericsson 
for a small scale 5G SA network. Having achieved 
these milestones, we hope to bring you more good 
news soon. In early 2021, OPPO launched the 
first 5G phone in Pakistan, OPPO Reno5 Pro. In 
the future, we hope to bring Pakistani consumers 
more potential possibilities with 5G. n
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Flare panel talks to George Long, Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO), OPPO Pakistan who says that we began our operations 
in Pakistan in 2014 and in such a short span of time OPPO has 
become one of Pakistan’s leading smart device brands. This, 
I believe, is an indicator of customers’ satisfaction and proves 
how OPPO has clicked with the people’s choices in Pakistan

Pakistan is a very 
important market
for OPPO

At OPPO, after-sales services 
hold great importance. We val-

ue the time of our customers 
which is why we introduced 
our flash fix service through 

which they can get their 
phones fixed within one hour





T
he State Bank of Pakistan, while taking 
enforcement action against violation of  
regulatory instructions and deficiencies in 
general banking operations, has imposed a 

penalty of Rs 525.244 million on eight banks operat-
ing in the country. According to data issued by SBP’s 
Banking Supervision Department, the action was 
taken against deficiencies in the compliance of regu-
latory instructions pertaining to anti-money launder-
ing, combating the financing of terrorism, asset quali-
ty, customer dealings, and general banking operations 
short of commenting on the financial soundness of  
the entity. As per data shared on the SBP website, 
action has been taken against MCB Bank Limited 
for violation of regulatory instructions pertaining to 
AML/CFT and general banking operations with the 
imposition of a monetary penalty amounting to Rs 
289.091 million. A monetary penalty of Rs 62.177 
million has been imposed on Sindh Bank Limited for 
violating regulatory instructions pertaining to AML/
CFT, asset quality, foreign exchange, and general 
banking operations. Zarai Taraqiati Bank Limited 
was also subjected to a monetary penalty amount-
ing to Rs 75.759 million for violating the regulatory 
instructions pertaining to AML/CFT, asset quality, 
and general banking operations.

The SBP imposed a monetary penalty of Rs 
32.504 million on the Punjab Provincial Cooperative 
Bank Limited on the charges of violating the regula-
tory instructions pertaining to AML/CFT.

The above-mentioned banks have also been ad-
vised to conduct an internal inquiry on breaches of  
regulatory instructions and take disciplinary action 
against the delinquent officials.

As per data, a monetary penalty amounting to Rs 
11.100 million was imposed on Bank Alfalah Limit-
ed for violation of regulatory instructions pertaining 
to asset quality and general banking operations.

First Women Bank Limited was penalized with 
a monetary penalty of Rs 31.577 million on the vi-
olation of regulatory instructions pertaining to asset 
quality, Customer Due Diligence (CDD) and Know 
Your Customer (KYC), and general banking oper-
ations. Soneri Bank Limited received a monetary 
penalty of Rs 12.590 million for infringing the regu-
latory instructions relating to CDD or KYC, foreign 
exchange, and general banking operations.

Pak Brunai Investment Company Limited got a 
monetary penalty amounting to Rs 10.446 million for 
violating regulatory instructions issued about CDD/
KYC, asset quality, and general banking operations. 
In addition to penal action, the mentioned four banks 
have also been advised to strengthen the process with 
respect to the identified areas.

Meanwhile, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has 
notified revision of the foreign exchange instructions 
pertaining to commercial remittances with an objec-
tive of promoting ease of doing business and facilitat-
ing legitimate cross-border commercial payments on 
account of services. The significant changes made in 
Chapter 14 of the Foreign Exchange Manual relate to 
the following policies:-

Remittance of Royalty, Franchise & Technical 
(RFT) Fees for Manufacturing Sector: SBP has re-
vised the policy on remittance of RFT fees. Banks 
have been delegated the authority to register the 
agreements of parties and to allow remittances of  
RFT fees under the revised policy. The threshold for 
remittance of such fees has been revised upwards 
to cater to the needs of the business community. 
Now, entities belonging to the manufacturing sector, 
through their designated bank, can remit USD one 
million as upfront payment and up to eight percent 
of net sales (excluding taxes and cost of imported 
components). Moreover, a new category i.e. royalty 
on the export-related manufacturing has been intro-
duced under which Pakistani entities collaborating 
with foreign counterparts can remit recurring royalty 
payments of up to 10 percent of net export sales (i.e. 
excluding taxes and cost of imported components).

Acquisition of Services: In view of the increas-
ing reliance of businesses on digital services procured 
from abroad, the SBP has enhanced the per year lim-
it assigned to 62 whitelisted digital service provider 
companies, from USD 200,000 to USD 400,000 per 
annum. Further, for acquiring digital services from 

companies, not included in the list, the annual limit of  
remittance has also been increased from USD 25,000 
to USD 40,000. Moreover, to facilitate businesses in 
acquiring services from abroad, apart from digital 
service providers, the SBP has enhanced the thresh-
old from USD 10,000 to USD 25,000 up to which 
banks can process the request for acquiring services 
from abroad. Beyond this limit, remittances can be 

made after getting the agreement registered with the 
Foreign Exchange Operations Department (FEOD) 
of the SBP-Banking Services Corporation (BSC).

Remittance of profit/ head-office expense by 
branches of foreign companies: In order to facilitate 
branches of foreign companies in remitting legiti-
mate payments such as profit, head office expenses, 
and winding up proceeds, the SBP has made changes 
in existing regulations and authorized banks to allow 
such remittances with minimum involvement of the 
SBP. The branches of foreign companies working in 
Pakistan and intending to remit profit/head office ex-

penses/winding up proceeds will get their bank des-
ignated from the Exchange Policy Department of the 
SBP, after which the remittances under these heads 
can be made by the designated bank.

Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) for non-
core activities: To share expertise and reduce related 
costs, companies are increasingly restructuring their 
business processes by outsourcing their supporting 
(non-core/shared service) functions to the related 
or third parties abroad. Accordingly, in order to ca-
ter to the demands of such companies, the SBP has 
introduced foreign exchange regulations on Business 
Process Outsourcing for non-core activities. Now res-
ident companies intending to outsource non-critical/
non-core business processes to foreign entities can 
approach FEOD, SBP-BSC, through a bank, for ac-
knowledgment of underlying agreement based on the 
guidelines. After obtaining acknowledgment, the des-
ignated bank can effect remittance as per applicable 
regulations. Logistics related Remittances: the SBP 
has issued specific instructions on the logistic related 
cross-border payments such as container detention 
charges, port demurrage charges, etc. with an aim 
of harmonizing the foreign exchange regime with 
the current business environment. Banks have been 
delegated to process such payments up to a certain 
threshold under the newly introduced policy.

Payment of charter cost direct to the owner of  
ship/aircraft: With the intention to facilitate the busi-
ness community of Pakistan in making payment of  
charter cost directly to the owner of ship/aircraft, the 
SBP has revised regulations and banks have been au-
thorized to process such payments without prior reg-
ulatory approval of the SBP. n
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The action was taken against deficiencies in the compliance of 
regulatory instructions pertaining to anti-money laundering, 
combating the financing of terrorism, asset quality, customer 
dealings, and general banking operations short of commenting 
on the financial soundness of the entity

8 banks fined 
for violating SBP 
regulatory instructions

The above-mentioned banks 
have also been advised to

conduct an internal inquiry on 
the breaches of regulatory 

instructions and take disciplinary 
action against the delinquent 

officials



v
ivo, the leading global smartphone brand, 
marks the completion of  four years in Paki-
stan. In the span of  4 years, vivo has made 
deep inroads into the Pakistan smartphone 

market, quickly becoming one of  the top-selling 
smartphone brands in the country. Following its cus-
tomer-centric approach, vivo constantly strives to de-
mocratize technology and introduce global innova-
tion to cater to the dynamic needs of  every customer 
across all price segments. 

Over the past few years, vivo has become one of  
the most preferred smartphone brands in the coun-
try. vivo products are now available nationally with a 
robust offline network of  7500+ retail stores and 14 
exclusive service centres. During the pandemic, vivo 
decentralized its customer support system with the 
introduction of  contactless WhatsApp Support. Us-
ers now have the option to seek help across hotline 
and online channels (Email, live chat, & FB mes-
senger). Guided by the ‘More Local, More Global’ 
approach, vivo is an inclusive brand that respects 
local talent, culture, and evolving consumer pref-
erences. To build foster a solid local connect, vivo 
works closely with some of  the leading celebrities 
in Pakistan: sensational and talented artists Hania 
Aamir and Fahad Mustafa that very well represent 
the brand values and connect with every common 
citizen.

Mr. Eric Kong, Chief  Executive Officer, vivo 
Pakistan remarked, “It’s been an incredible journey, 
and we feel proud to complete the 4-year milestone 
in Pakistan, which is strategically a very important 
market for vivo. With localization and innovation at 
heart, we are constantly working to bring the best-
in-class technologies to the country and upscale our 
presence to fulfil consumer demands. Guided by the 
Benfen philosophy, we are here to build strong rela-
tionships with our customers and partners. We are 
grateful for all the love and constant support provid-
ed to us by our customers, esteemed channel part-

ners, distributors, and retailers.” 
vivo is constantly driven by innovation and push-

ing limits by expanding its smartphone portfolio 
with the revolutionary X series, premium V series, 
and youth-centric affordable Y series smartphones. 

4 years building a redefining innovation and ad-
dressing customers’ pain points of  photography

• vivo X Series –With the X series, vivo introduc-
es world-class camera technologies for the first time: 
Gimbal stabilization 2.0 which is heavily relied on 
for professional photography. The strategic partner-
ship between vivo and ZEISS enabled users to rede-
fine mobile imaging capabilities with the revolution-
ary X60 Pro. 

• vivo V Series –The premium V series from vi-
vo’s smartphone portfolio has revolutionized mobile 
imaging, setting new benchmarks for camera-centric 
phones in the market. With innovative features like 
44MP OIS Night Selfie, Dual Selfie Spotlight, and 
AI Night Portrait with AI Night Algorithm, vivo 
solves the pain points of  night photography and el-
evates the smartphone photography experience. The 
series offers a great range of  smartphones like V21, 
V21e, V20 and V20SE.

• vivo Y Series– The Y series is completely 
youth-centric, catering to the dynamic demands of  
the youth with innovative style, design, and tech-
nology. vivo Y series is an ideal companion for the 

younger generation who seeks top-quality features at 
an affordable range. The Y series offers a wide range 
of  affordable mid-range smartphones like Y51s,Y31, 
Y20s, Y20, Y12A and more.  

As a global brand, vivo is dedicated to doing 
exceptional work to build a strong network for 5G 
innovation and making 5G products accessible to 
the people of  Pakistan. According to the recent data 
by Strategy Analytics* , vivo has become the sec-
ond-fastest growing 5G smartphone brand globally 
in Q1 2021, jumping 62 per cent quarter-on-quarter 
to 19 million units shipped. Since its inception in 
2017 in Pakistan, vivo has established its presence in 
more than 50 countries globally with its official entry 
into the European market. vivo was the official part-
ner of  the recently concluded UEFA EURO 2020 
and 2024, a symbol of  bringing joy to humanity. vivo 
also made big hits last year, with the V20 becoming 
one of  the top 10 most-searched smartphones on 
Google in 2020, which showcased the public’s high 
preference of  V20 amidst the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The brand continues to move forward by iden-
tifying opportunities and overcoming challenges 
with its innovation-led approach, and delighting 
its valued customers with the best of  smartphone 
experiences and customer support. On the other 
hand, according to the latest data from Canalys, vivo 
ranked 5th in global smartphone shipments with a 
market share of  10 percent in the second quarter of  
2021, up 27 percent year on year. Quarterly numbers 
from Canalys indicated that vivo maintained strong 
growth momentum to remain among the top five in 
global smartphone shipments in the past year.

Leveraging a local mindset, understanding of  lo-
cal culture and management, vivo strives for impres-
sive performance as the company continues to ex-
pand across the globe. As of  now, vivo has branched 
out its sales network across more than 50 countries 
and regions, and is loved by more than 400 million 
users worldwide. n
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Over the past few years, vivo has become one of the most preferred smartphone brands in 
the country. vivo products are now available nationally with a robust offline network of 7500+ 
retail stores and 14 exclusive service centres

vivo marks 4th anniversary 
with renewed commitment and 
dedication to Pakistan

According to the latest data 
from Canalys, vivo ranked 5th 

in global smartphone 
shipments with a market share 

of 10 percent in the second 
quarter of 2021, up 27 percent 

year on year.
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M
obilink Microfinance Bank Limited 
(MMBL) has launched ‘Dost’, a mo-
bile-based application that provides a 
complete digital banking ecosystem to 

its customers and gives them hassle-free access to fi-
nancial services round the clock. The latest addition 
to the MMBL ecosystem reflects the bank’s relentless 
pursuit for innovation to foster digital banking and fi-
nancial inclusion in the country.  The digital applica-
tion was launched in Islamabad by President & CEO 
MMBL, Ghazanfar Azzam along with senior execu-
tives, while dignitaries from the banking and finance 
sectors, MMBL staff  as well as customers, and media 
were also in attendance. Designed for ease of  use and 
agility, the Dost app will help customers experience 
an array of  digital banking features and perform all 
sorts of  transactions through their accounts such as 
funds transfer, bill payments, mobile top-ups, receive 
loan summaries, purchase movie, bus and, airline 
tickets, view, and download e-statements, block & 
manage cheques and debit card and a lot more with 
only a few taps on their smartphones. In addition, 
users will stay connected with the MMBL customer 
support team through instant WhatsApp Chat right 
from the Dost homepage in case they need addition-
al support. In his keynote address, President & CEO 
MMBL, Ghazanfar Azzam said: “This latest inno-
vation is driven by MMBL’s long-term commitment 
to deliver unparalleled access to top-notch banking 
and finance facilities to enable and empower our cus-
tomers. Similar to a trusted friend, ‘Dost’ will always 
remain close and readily available to users in times 
of  pressing need and further strengthen our connec-
tion with our valued customers. I believe this new 
addition to our digital ecosystem will also be instru-
mental in fostering financial inclusion in the country 
which is a key strategic priority for us. I congratulate 
the MMBL team for this remarkable success.”

Speaking at the launch ceremony, Chief  Finance 
& Digital Officer MMBL, Sardar Mohammad Abu-
bakr said: “MMBL is proud to launch Dost, a com-
plete digital ecosystem designed to optimize and 
simplify digital banking operations for our valued 
customers. As the largest digital bank in the coun-
try, MMBL is always on the lookout to introduce 
innovative solutions to promote digital banking and 

digitize customer journeys end-to-end. The digital 
application will provide seamless delivery of  services 
to our customers besides extending digital services 
to underserved areas lacking physical banking and 
finance infrastructure.” The bill payment, mobile 
top-up, and loan request facilities are features specif-
ically designed for the ease and quick financial facil-
itation of  users. Dost offers its customers 1000+ bill-
ers through which they can make payments to utility 
companies, telecom services, government bodies like 
FBR, Securities and Exchange Commission of  Paki-
stan (SECP), Government of  Pakistan, airlines, In-
ternet Service Providers (ISPs), education institutes, 
and many more. Likewise, the ease of  blocking lost 
signed cheques and debit cards right from the couch 
will save users a lot of  inconvenience. Dost is a fully 
secured digital solution and will also provide finger-
print and facial recognition user logins on supporting 
devices going forward. MMBL is offering some ex-
citing offers such as cash backs on first transactions 
through the Dost app to both MMBL customers and 

independent users. In another event, MMBL has also 
partnered with The Institute of  Bankers Pakistan 
(IBP) to launch the ‘Branch Management Develop-
ment Program’ which is aimed at fostering employ-
ees’ development and upskilling for optimizing key 
business operations and enhancing organizational 
sustainability. Ghazanfar Azzam, President & CEO 
MMBL, and Khawlah Usman, Director Marketing 
and Sales at IBP signed the MoU in Islamabad to 
officially launch the joint venture in presence of  se-
nior officials from both organizations. This learning 
& development program is the first of  its kind in the 
microfinance industry that will facilitate the profes-
sional progression of  MMBL branch staff, starting 

from Regional Business Managers (RBMs) to tellers. 
Furthermore, the course content can be used by all 
microfinance banks and institutions as the model 
is easily replicable. The collaboration will enable 
MMBL core and extended teams to effectively con-
tribute towards realizing its long-term commitment 
of  promoting financial inclusion, and consequently 
economic growth, in the country. Sharing thoughts 
on the development Ghazanfar Azzam, President 
& CEO MMBL said: “Capacity building, uplifting 
skills, and professional development of  employees 
are the key focus areas for us at MMBL, as these are 
the primary pillars that build resilient organizations 
in today’s ever-evolving, competitive, and fast-paced 
professional landscape. Our human capital is our 
greatest asset and we aim to enhance our employees’ 
skillset and increase their productivity to serve our 
customers better, through this partnership.” Samiha 
Ali Zahid, Chief  Human Resources Officer, MMBL 
said: “Our collaboration with IBP is not new. In 
2017, we were the first in the microfinance industry 
to implement e-learning solutions for our employees 
companywide, jointly with IBP. After 10 months of  
extensive work and staying true to our passion of  de-
vising innovative capacity-building programs for our 
employees, we are now pioneering yet another pro-
lific Branch Management Development Program, 
to empower our front-line staff  which plays a major 
role in driving the business.”

Speaking at the event, Khawlah Usman, Direc-
tor Marketing and Sales at IBP, apprised that: “The 
Institute of  Bankers Pakistan has always been at 
the forefront of  human capital development for the 
Banking Sector since 1951. Using its industry-tai-
lored tools for recruitment, assessment, and capaci-
ty-building programs, IBP offers job-oriented compe-
tency development programs for all cadres. This has 
a two-pronged impact; at one end it ensures service 
delivery per global standards as well as the regulato-
ry framework defined by the State Bank of  Pakistan. 
On the other end, it caters for the leadership devel-
opment necessary to face upcoming challenges. This 
collaboration with MMBL is a testament to IBP’s 
continued commitment towards its mission and vi-
sion and shall set a precedent for the rest of  the sec-
tors to follow this model.” n
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The digital application was launched in Islamabad by President & CEO MMBL, Ghazanfar 
Azzam along with senior executives, while dignitaries from the banking and finance sectors, 
MMBL staff as well as customers, and media were also in attendance

Mobilink Microfinance Bank 
launches Dost app to facilitate 
its customers 

MMBL is offering some 
exciting offers such as cash 
backs on first transactions 

through the Dost app to both 
MMBL customers and 

independent users





P
akistan Mobile Phone Manufacturers Asso-
ciation (PMPMA) has approached Finance 
Minister Shaukat Tarin for the immediate 
removal of  a major tax anomaly on the sale 

of  locally manufactured mobile phones to the retail-
ers. The Association has also requested the Federal 
Board of  Revenue (FBR) to exclude locally manu-
factured mobile phones from the category of  “Elec-
tronics” to avoid the applicability of  0.5 percent tax 
at the retail stage. Under section 236H of the Income 
Tax Ordinance, a tax of  0.5 percent is applicable to 
the sale of  “electronics” to retailers.

Pakistan Mobile Phone Manufacturers Associ-
ation (PMPMA), a representative body of  mobile 
phone manufacturers located across Pakistan has 
made a communication to the Ministry of  Finance. 
The members of  the Association employ more than 
20,000 people as technicians, engineers, and manage-
ment professionals and who all are striving to make 
Pakistan a hub of  the mobile phone industry in the 
region. As a result of  the Mobile Device Manufac-
turing Policy (MDMP) announced by the Govern-
ment in June 2020, several global brands have now 
started manufacturing smartphones in Pakistan. 
These include Tecno, Infinex, Itel, vivo, Oppo, Xiao-
mi and Realme. Furthermore, Nokia and Samsung 
have also announced to start local manufacturing 
from Sept-2021 and Dec-2021 respectively.

The MDMP intended to remove or minimize tax 
on the complete value chain of  locally manufactured 
mobile phones and removed the four percent with-
holding tax applicable to the sale of  local industry. 
However, there is a critical and technical anomaly 
that needs to be urgently addressed with regard to tax 
applicable to the sale of  mobile phones to retailers 
under section 236H of the Income Tax Ordinance 
2001. Under section 236H, a tax of  0.5 percent is ap-
plicable to the sale of  “electronics” to retailers. Since 
mobile phones are not specifically mentioned in the 
Schedule of  Section 236H, they are being treated un-
der the heading of  ‘Electronics,’ hence subject to a 
prohibitive tax of  0.5 percent.

Mobile phones are a new industry. Smartphones 
are a high-volume product with very low margins of  
typically one percent to two percent. Application of  
a 0.5 percent tax under ‘Electronics’ heading under 

section 236H is unfairly prohibitive and will kill pros-
pects of  investment in this industry at this nascent 
stage. It is requested that locally manufactured mo-
bile phones be specifically excluded from the “Elec-
tronics” category u/s 236H to ensure fair treatment 
to this new industry in line with the Mobile Device 
Manufacturing Policy approved by the Federal Cab-
inet in June 2020, it added. Meanwhile, Adviser to 
the Prime Minister on Commerce and Investment 
Abdul Razak Dawood said that Pakistan would start 
exporting mobile phones from next year.

He told a parliamentary committee that our focus 
has been on increasing exports for the last two and 
a half  years. Despite the Covid-19, the problem of  
cash flow did not occur to the firms. He underlined 
that sometimes we get confused about whether there 
is a subsidy or not? We have not given any subsidy to 

the industry in energy, he added. He observed that 
the sector should be provided electricity at par with 
the industries of  the rival countries. The new DLTL 
policy is going to be extended to new areas besides 
the traditional ones. He emphasised that Pakistan’s 
exports are minimal, and we have to look towards 
new sectors. We are bringing 11 new sectors includ-
ing engineering goods, pharmaceuticals, auto parts, 
fruit and vegetable, meat, poultry, which will further 
improve our exports, he underscored.

The trade adviser apprised the committee mem-
bers that Pakistan would start exporting mobile 
phones in January 2022. He said that we wanted 
Samsung to come to Pakistan. We contacted Sam-

sung mobile company twice, but they excused us. 
The Chinese company is setting up a factory in Ka-
rachi for mobile manufacturing.

Expressing displeasure over the absence of  the 
Secretary of  Commerce, the members of  the com-
mittee said that if  all of  the members from distant 
areas of  the country participate in the committee 
meeting, then why the Secretary of  Commerce can-
not ensure his presence. 

Senator Danesh Kumar and senator Ahmed 
Khan walked out of  the committee meeting as a pro-
test against the absence of  the Secretary’s absence. 
The committee members also expressed displea-
sure over the non-provision of  working papers by 
the Ministry of  Commerce within time. The com-
mittee received a comprehensive briefing from the 
Commerce Ministry officials on the Strategic Trade 
Policy Framework. The DG Trade Policy briefed the 
committee members that trade targets in the last two 
programmes were not realistic. Export targets were 
set too high to be attained. In previous trade poli-
cies, the emphasis was on three markets, including 
China and the EU. Compared to the year 2019-2020, 
our exports increased last year, he informed. Addi-
tional secretary commerce apprised the committee 
that the government curbed the energy rates for the 
industries and reduced the raw materials. The sales 
tax has diminished, and the industry has been given 
incentives. He further added that IT-related exports 
have also increased and we expect that IT exports 
will double-fold in the next year. 

Senator Muhammad Qasim, while addressing 
the adviser on commerce expressed his concern that 
some foreign companies come to our areas for sea-
food, which has left our fishermen in a nasty situa-
tion. Senator Fida Muhammad raised the question 
that KP has many marble and minerals industries, 
and concerned ministry should also focus on these 
areas, he added. He said that after the merger if  the 
integrated areas’ people are not given loans, how 
they will set up industries. The chairman of  the com-
mittee noted that the loan funding rate in KP is one 
percent, while in Balochistan, it is less than 0.5 per-
cent. The commerce adviser assured the members 
that he would solve the mentioned problems while 
focusing on marble and minerals. n
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The Pakistan Mobile Phone Manufacturers Association has also requested the Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) to exclude locally manufactured mobile phones from the category 
of “Electronics” to avoid the applicability of 0.5 percent tax at the retail stage

PMPMA demands exclude locally 
manufactured mobile phones 
from category of “Electronics”

Several global brands have 
now started manufacturing 
smartphones in Pakistan. 

These include Tecno, Infinex, 
Itel, vivo, Oppo, Xiaomi and 

Realme. Furthermore, Nokia 
and Samsung have also an-

nounced local manufacturing



T
he telecom sec-
tor loses near-
ly $1 billion in 
revenues per 

annum on account of  
grey traffic, revealed the 
report prepared by the 
Auditor General of  Paki-
stan (AGP).

The report on the ac-
counts of  the Telecom-
munication Sector Audit 
Year 2020-2021 stated 
that the telecom sector 
faced numerous chal-
lenges in Pakistan, and 
required important mul-
tiple initiatives to har-
ness the potential of  the 
market.

An issue that plagues 
Pakistan’s telecom in-
dustry is grey traffic, 
which is defined as the 
illegal routing of  calls, 
to and from the country, 
to avoid applicable taxes 
and regulatory fees.

According to the Pa-
kistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA), 
the sector loses an esti-
mated $1 billion in rev-
enues per annum. An-
other challenge is the 
renewal of  the licenses 
of  the three telecom op-
erators namely Telenor, 
Zong, and Warid that 
were due in May 2019 on 
the expiry of  the 15 years 
period.

The PTA has fixed 
the renewal price at 
$449.2 million each, 
which prompted the tele-
com operators to move 
to the courts seeking 
identical treatment with 
Ufone whose license was 
renewed for $291 mil-
lion.

Meanwhile, the oth-
er three telecoms have 
deposited 50 percent of  
the renewal fees. The lit-
igation is depriving the 
national exchequer of  
revenues and foreign ex-
change.

The Auditor General of  Pakistan has also 
found irregularities worth around Rs. 60 billion 
in various road projects of  the National High-
ways Authority (NHA); which also include the 
projects initiated under the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC).

The report on NHA’s accounts for the audit 
year 2020-2021, found 68 cases amounting up to 
around Rs. 60 billion, where irregularities, pay-
ment of  foreign currency without required doc-
umentary proofs, irregular award of  contracts, 
violations of  the rules set by Public Procurement 
Regulatory Authority (PPRA), and unauthorized 
expenditures were observed.

The report pointed out the non-realization of  
revenue amounting to Rs. 14.12 billion from con-
tractors.

It stated that the latest audited financial state-
ments available for the year 2018-19 indicated 
that receivables from M/s FWO have increased 
from Rs. 5.179 billion to Rs. 7.43 billion.

A similar situation was observed in the case 
of  M/s National Logistic Cell (NLC), whose 
dues increased from Rs. 418 million to Rs. 1.637 
billion up to June 2019, which reflected weak en-
forcement of  internal controls.

Further non-execution of  the project, as per 
provisions of  contract agreement created over-
heads of  Rs. 10.334 billion. Non-imposition of  
liquidated damages for delay in completion of  
works resulted in irregularities to the tune of  Rs. 
9.039 billion.

Unauthorized payment for the foreign curren-
cy component caused Rs. 3.036 billion loss.

Package IIB (Jamani-Shorkot 31 km) and 

package III-A (Sa-
horot-Dinpur 31 km) of  
the project “Construc-
tion of  motorway M-4,Ǝ 
was awarded to M/s 
China Railway First 
Group Company Lim-
ited, at the cost of  Rs. 
8.828 billion and a joint 
venture of  M/s China 
Gezhouba Group Co. 
Ltd and M/s Ghulam 
Rasool and Co. (Pvt) Ltd 
at the cost of  Rs. 11.22 
billion on November 
16, 2016, and August 5, 
2016, respectively. Pack-
age III-B (Dinpur-Sham-
kot 34 km) was awarded 
to M/s Xingjiang Biexin 
Road and Bridge Group 
Co. Ltd at the cost of  Rs. 
10.82 billion on August 
5, 2016.

AGP report noted 
that contractors were 
paid IPCs with the 
agreed percentage of  FC 
component, but proof  
for expenditure incurred 
in US dollars was not ob-
tained from the contrac-
tors. Payment without 
proof  was made due to 
non-observance of  the 
contract provision and 
weak financial controls.

It observed that NHA 
irregularly awarded ad-
ditional work without 
feasibility study approv-
al and tender worth Rs. 
2.58 billion.

The report observed 
a decrease of  Rs. 2.089 
billion in revenue re-
alization. The revenue 
of  NHA grew by 18.89 
percent in 2015-16, in-
creased by 3.71 percent 
in 2016-17, went up by 
20.12 percent in 2017-
18, and soared by 10.94 
percent in 2019-20.

Toll collection 
amounting to the tune 
of  Rs. 25.573 billion in 
2019-20 included reve-
nue of  Rs. 2.965 billion 
for the added network 

of  M3, M4, and M5, leaving actual collection 
amounting to Rs. 22.608 billion. Thus, the Au-
thority was confronting a potential decline in the 
revenue. The report recorded losses due to delay 
in completion of  the project to the tune of  Rs. 
1.938 billion. Further, unjustified delay caused 
overruns of  Rs. 1.206 billion. Award of  works 
to ineligible contractors caused losses of  Rs. 1.02 
billion. The report unearthed that NHA awarded 
a contract for “Construction of  Peshawar-Kara-
chi Motorway, section-II, Multan-Sukkur section 
(392 km) CPEC,” to M/s China State Construc-
tion Engineering Corporation Limited on Engi-
neering Procurement Construction (EPC)/Turn-
key basis for agreement cost of  Rs. 294.35 billion. 
Audit observed that a 51 cm aggregate-based 
course was laid over the shoulder of  both sides 
instead of  56 cm provided and approved in the 
preliminary design and schedule of  prices. 

In view of  the above difference, the cost was 
required to be deducted to credit the saving to the 
Employer’s account, which was not done and full 
payment was allowed.

Non-deduction of  differential cost occurred 
due to weak contract administration. This result-
ed in an overpayment of  Rs. 576 million. n

The report on the accounts of the Telecommunication Sector 
Audit Year 2020-2021 stated that the telecom sector faced 
numerous challenges in Pakistan, and required important 
multiple initiatives to harness the potential of the market

Telcos lose $1 billion 
revenue yearly due 

to grey traffic

The Auditor General of 
Pakistan has also found irreg-
ularities worth around Rs. 60 

billion in various road proj-
ects of the National Highways 
Authority (NHA); which also 
include the projects initiated 

under the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
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O
n the floor of  
the National 
Assembly (NA) 
shocking in-

formation about the prev-
alence of  bacteriological 
contamination, arsenic, 
and nitrates in water in 29 
cities of  the country was 
shared with the members.

“The water quality 
monitoring (2020-21) of  
28 cities in the country has 
revealed the prevalence of  
bacteriological contam-
ination to the tune of  39 
percent, arsenic 8 percent, 
nitrate 4 percent, fluoride 
4 percent, etc,” Ministry of  
Science and Technology told 
the National parliamentarians 
in black and white during the 
Question-Hour session.

The water quality situation 
in 29 cities including Islamabad, 
Bahawalpur, Faisalabad, Gu-
jranwala, Gujrat, Kasur, Lahore, 
Multan, Rawalpindi, Sargodha, 
Sheikhupura, Sialkot, Abbottabad, 
Mangora, Mardan, Peshawar, Ba-
lochistan, Khuzdar, Loralai, Quet-
ta, Ziarat, Sindh, Hyderabad, Ka-
rachi, Sukkar, Badin, Mirpur Khas, 
Tando Allahyar, Shaheed Bena-
zirabad, Muzafarabad, and Gilgit was 
examined through the samples taken 
from these cities.

As many as 433 samples including 
Punjab 193, KP 44, Balochistan 73, 
Sindh 103, and AJK 20 were taken by 
PCRWR. 

According to details, samples revealed 
Islamabad had Iron and bacteriological 
contamination, Bahawalpur (turbidity, 
hardness, arsenic bacterio-
logical), Faisalabad (hard-
ness TDS, bacteriological, 
Iron), Gujranwala  (Bac-
teriological), Kasur (Tur-
bidity, bacteriological), 
Lahore (Arsenic, TDS, 
Iron, turbidity and bacteri-
ological), Multan (arsenic, 
bacteriological), Rawal-
pindi (bacteriological, 
TDS, Sargodha (Hardness, 
Cholordide, bacteriolog-
ical), Sheikhupura (Ar-
senic, turbidity, hardness 
and bacteriological), Ab-
bottabad (Iron), Mangora (Iron), Mardan (Iron), Pe-
shawar (Iron), Khuzdar (Turbidity, bacteriological, 
Nitrate), Loralai (Turbidity, bacteriological), Quetta 
(Turbidity, bacteriological, Hardness, TDS), Ziarat 
(bacteriological and Iron), Hyderabad  (Turbidity, 
bacteriological, hardness, TDS), Karachi (Turbidity, 
bacteriological, Iron, Arsenic), Sukkar (Bacterio-
logical, TDs, Arsenic, hardness, Iron), Badin (PH, 
Turbidity, Hardness, bacteriological, TDS), Mirpur 
Khas (Turbidity, bacteriological, TDS), Tando Alla-
hyar (Hardness, TDS, and bacteriological), Shaheed 
Benazir (Turbidity, hardness,  bacteriological), Mu-
zaffarabad (Turbidity, bacteriological) and Gilgit’s 
water was contaminated with turbidity and bacteria.

To a question posed by Mussarat Rafi pertaining 
to contaminated water in different areas of  the coun-
try, the Minister said that overall, 38 percent of  the 
monitored water sources were found safe for drink-
ing in 29 main cities.

The water quality monitoring of  district Dadu 
undertaken by the PCRWR (2017-18), revealed that 
89 percent of  the 112 monitored water sources were 
unsafe for drinking purposes mainly due to bacterial 
contamination. Total dissolved solids were 53 per-
cent, turbidity was 45 percent, hardness 22 percent, 
Arsenic 10 percent, and Fluorides were 7 percent. 

An estimated 40 percent of  all deaths in Pakistan 
are caused by ingesting contaminated water — wa-
ter filled with industrial waste, arsenic, diseases, and 
sewage. Pakistan’s water supply was still drinkable, 
but today, to drink anything but filtered or bottled 
water is to risk disease and death.

Pakistan has long relied on the Indus Basin Aqui-
fer, which is larger than Britain, but it has become 
contaminated with arsenic. Worse, it is on track to 
eventually run dry from increasing overuse.

One source estimates that each year 53,000 Pa-
kistani children die of  bacterial diarrhea caused by 
contaminated water. The main alternative is bottled 
water, which is not affordable for much of  the popu-
lation. But the risk factor is not diminished even here 
as, many of  the major brands have been exposed as 
contaminated.

The shortage of  funding for desperately needed 

water infrastructure has 
been so acute that one of  
Pakistan’s Supreme Court 
justices was constrained to 
take a fund-raising cam-
paign to build dams. But 
the drive also faced criti-
cism that the lengthy pro-
cess of  raising the required 
$12 billion in donations 
will make it impossible to 
reach even the initial tar-
gets of  constructing the 
dams.

Unsafe drinking water, 
however, is only one facet 

of  Pakistan’s water crisis. 
Experts suggest that by 2025, 
Pakistan may face a water 

shortfall of  more than 30 mil-
lion acre-feet, a serious threat 

to a nation where 70 percent of  
its populace depended on agri-

culture for their livelihoods, and 
where the agri-sector contributed 
26 percent to the nation’s gross do-

mestic product.
The majority of  farmland in Pa-

kistan is irrigated, and 95 percent of  
the nation’s freshwater is used for ir-

rigation. But the major dams that sup-
port much of  the country’s agriculture 
have lost a great deal of  their capacity 

due to silt buildup and are having prob-
lems delivering water required for the 

summer growing season. In addition to 
the problems of  increasing water stress 

from climate change, skyrocketing de-
mand from a booming population, and in-
adequate infrastructure, many farmers still 

use the outdated and wasteful flood irriga-
tion method, which actually produces lower 

crop yields than methods used in neighbour-
ing India and China. To mitigate drought, 

unpredictable rainfall, and 
floods, Pakistan is trying 
an ambitious reforestation 
campaign called the 10 
Billion Tree Tsunami. 

But experts estimate 
that Pakistan will actually 
need 1.5-2 trillion trees to 
reverse deforestation, and 
some unfortunate choices 
of  tree species may harm 
the ecosystem more than 
restoring it. But, it will take 
more than replanting trees 
to save Pakistan from wa-
ter scarcity. In some sense, 

Pakistan is a cautionary tale of  the perils of  going 
large on water mega-infrastructure projects. Build-
ing a towering dam can be an impressive project, but 
more and more water managers around the world 
have been turning to more efficient forms of  water 
storage such as aquifer recharge and water reuse.

Decentralized treatment holds a great deal of  
promise in countries like Pakistan. One idea is to 
place many smaller wastewater treatment units at 
ideal aquifer recharge locations. The units can treat 
wastewater and storm-water to the most stringent 
standards for indirect potable reuse or irrigation. n
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The water quality situation in 29 cities including Islamabad, 
Bahawalpur, Faisalabad, Gujranwala, Gujrat, Kasur, Lahore, 

Multan, Rawalpindi, Sargodha, Sheikhupura, Sialkot, 
Abbottabad, Mangora, Mardan, Peshawar, Balochistan, 

Khuzdar, Loralai, Quetta, Ziarat, Sindh, Hyderabad, 
Karachi, Sukkar, Badin, Mirpur Khas, Tando Allahyar, 
Shaheed Benazirabad, Muzafarabad, and Gilgit was 

examined through the samples taken from these cities

Water in 29 cities 
found bacteriological 

contaminated

As many as 433 samples 
including Punjab 193, KP 44, 

Balochistan 73, Sindh 103, and 
AJK 20 were taken by PCRWR
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D
irect-to-Home television is a meth-
od of  receiving satellite television by 
means of  signals transmitted from di-
rect-broadcast satellites.

Across Afghanistan, India, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka, Nepal, and the APAC region, DTH is the 
chain between broadcasters and TV audiences, 
whereas in Pakistan a cable operator is wedged 
in the middle. With DTH, signals are transmit-
ted from direct-broadcast satellites. And while we 
harp on about 5G and being a wireless nation, 
our broadcasters are still reliant on cable and the 
lobby that ensures that nothing ever changes.

Sources revealed that at present over seven 
million Pakistanis are paying billions of  rupees 
to India online and other means, for access to 
its channels through the DTH service India is 
providing to them. And this is a total loss to the 
country.

Sources say Pakistan had carried out home-
work on launching DTH for 16 years after which 
it had awarded licence to Shahzad Sky Interna-
tional which, however, could not start operation 
of  the project to provide service to the people de-
spite elapsing of  a year. While the one-year time 
fixed by Pemra for this purpose had also expired 
on February 11, 2021. But Pemra looking the oth-
er side on this issue is allowing this company to 
start operation of  the project which is in sheer 
violation of  rules and regulations set for the pri-
vate companies which get the licence. Section 35 
of  the Pemra Pakistan prescribes confiscation of  
the entire money of  a private company if  failed to 
comply with the Perma rules or did not start the 
DTH project within the stipulated time. Pemra 

sources said Shahzad Sky International in view 
of  this matter, was repeatedly given reminders 
but the company did not give any satisfactory re-
ply nor any headway has been shown by it so far. 

Chairman Pemra says the Authority would fi-
nally decide in its next Board meeting as to what 
do on this issue. He said DTH was a vital project 
in the interest of  the country. He said the Author-
ity was constantly in touch with the company be-
sides it was issuing it reminders repeatedly. He 
said the Authority was conversant of  fact that the 
company had failed to start operation of  the proj-
ect within time. Shahzad Sky, the Chairman said, 
was one of  the three companies which aspired for 
the license and this company must start service 
in accordance with rules and regulations of  the 
Authority. 

After repeated attempts to contact the Project 
Director and head of  Shahzad Sky, ShehbazZa-
heer on his cell number 0321-5212122, as well as 
SMSs when he received the call said, due to the 
corona epidemic his company was facing prob-
lems in LC and availability of  other material re-
quired to initiate the project. He said they had 
been communicating with Pemra in this respect 
while the company was in regular touch with the 
Chairman Pemra and other officers concerned of  
the Authority to share moment-to-moment prog-

ress. Zaheer said it was a huge project in terms of  
money so it needed time to become functional.

In an allied development, Pemra has replaced 
the officer who earlier was appointed to oversee 
the progress of  the project. And this task has 
now been assigned to the newly appointed Direc-
tor-General SardarIrfan Ahmad. The scribe also 
made many attempts to contact Sardar sb. but no 
tangible success could be achieved. 

Pemra sources, however, endorsed that the 
DTH project has virtually been given up and the 
law demanded that in this situation when the fault 
lay on the side of  the private company, Shahzad 
Sky, its money should have been attached but the 
Chairman is hesitant to take this action openly 
flouting the law. 

Sources lamented this highly valuable project 

which was going to change the whole gamut of  
satellite channels and the media in Pakistan, has 
been marred by politics and corruption to the 
tune of  millions of  rupees. They say, given this 
situation it is obligatory on the Federal Investi-
gation Agency (FIA) and other law enforcing 
operatives, to take action against the delinquent 
persons and pave the way for the immediate start 
of  the project. 

Sources said India, the arch-rival of  Pakistan, 
had initiated DTH service in 2001 to kick-start 
a media war to promote Hinduistic and Jewish 
ageda in Pakistan and it was going on. Through 
illegally installed Indian DTH boxes millions of  
Pakistanis living in lakhs of  houses were watch-
ing the Indian channels. The providers of  this 
service were charging over Rs.2000 per month 
from every house where they placed the DTH 
box and the proceeds of  billions so collected, was 
being transferred to India through Singapore and 
other countries. 

Sources shared with pain that a job that should 
have been completed 20 years ago, remained stuck 
up in the court proceedings for years and when 
the matter was ultimately decided and bidding 
was held in October 2016, the project was still 
in the doldrums and did not become operational 
and fell prey to corruption and favouritism. They 
said Shahzad Sky International which under the 
law was bound to honour the conditions attached 
to the award of  the licence, has failed to move an 
inch so far. They said this situation was directly 
benefitting Chairman Pemra, Saleem Baig, as he 
was taking advantage of  this project and others. 

Sources said a number of  presentations on 
this project given to the government of  Pakistan 
and Pemra, amply revealed how India was caus-
ing loss to Pakistan by unleashing a media war 
through DTH services. In the main cities of  the 
country and the remote areas, the Indian DTH 
were being openly sold out and the money was 
going to India, they said adding, the DTH project 
of  Pakistan that was to start after hectic efforts, 
was practically on the verge of  being closed. 

Sources said Shahzad Sky, which had acquired 
the DTH licence in open bidding, also attempt-
ed to sell out the licence clandestinely to a soft-
ware company. However, when a Lahore-based 
company carried out auditing of  Shahzad Sky 
International it was divulged that this company 
had committed financial irregularities and fraud 
to the tune of  millions of  rupees on the project 
and the fact and figures it had provided to the 
software company were also fudged. The man-
agement of  Shehzad Sky told lies and attempted 
to sell out this sensitive project of  the country se-
cretly to a Lahore-based private company which 
however did not go for it detecting corruption 
and other difficulties involving the project. More-
over, Shahzad Sky which was due to deposit the 
remaining amount to Pemra last month, has also 
failed to pay the money and it has been learned 
by the sources that the management of  the com-
pany was now distorting the facts in violation of  
the law. Given this situation, Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan and Army Chief  General QamarJaved 
Bajwa are requested to take cognizance of  the 
matter and order inquiry into the whole episode 
and this issue so that this project of  high signifi-
cance could be saved and made operation at the 
earliest. n 2 9
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India, the arch-rival of 
Pakistan, had initiated DTH 

service in 2001 to kick-start a 
media war to promote Hinduis-
tic and Jewish ageda in Pakistan 

and it was going on. Through 
illegally installed Indian DTH 
boxes millions of Pakistanis 

living in lakhs of houses were 
watching the Indian channels



T
he Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion of  Pakistan (SECP) has cautioned 
that while selecting Cloud Service Pro-
viders, all business entities must ensure 

that their selected service providers do not offer 
services through their data centers located in hos-
tile countries such as India and Israel, and others.

According to the SECP’s Cloud Adoption 
Guidelines issued for Incorporated Companies/
Business Entities, cloud computing is a technolog-
ical framework that offers convenient on-demand 
access to a shared pool of  resources, including 
servers, storage, and applications, over the Inter-
net.

The new guidelines will be applicable to all 
the Business Entities (BEs) incorporated with the 
SECP under the Companies Act, 2017, the Securi-
ties Act, 2015, the Insurance Ordinance, 2000, and 
the NBFC Regulations, 2008, etc.

The BEs that are incorporated with the SECP 
but supervised by sector-specific regulators need 
to ensure compliance with the sector-specific 
guidelines on Cloud-based services by their reg-
ulators. These guidelines pertain to the all-new 
IT, migrating legacy applications, and data to the 
cloud. They became effective from June 1, 2021. 
However, earlier adaption has been encouraged.

The SECP stated that several free cloud com-
puting options exist for emails, document manage-
ment, and even CRM and ERP. The BEs simply 
need to pay only its usage exceeds the number of  
user count or storage space.

Some cloud services providers also offer users 
free trial periods. The BEs must review the services 
before deciding to buy them, and assess if  the cy-
bersecurity requirements (based on the Pakistan 
Cloud-First Policy 2021, National Cybersecurity 
Policy 2021, sector-specific guidelines, authentica-
tion requirements, and other specific cybersecurity 
measures and regulations) are met by the cloud 
model under consideration.

The BEs incorporated with the SECP are orga-
nizations that would typically have many employ-
ees. These business owners are well aware of  cloud 
computing and have adopted cloud computing for 
its economies of  scale, ease of  use, and low cost.

Many business concerns have been on the lead-
ing edge of  public cloud advocacy and adoption. 
Cloud facilitates the reduction/elimination of  
capital expenditures (Capex) and provides flex-
ibility to launch or scale a business. However, it 
will be a business decision of  the business entities 
(BEs) based on the control of  their data and cost 
savings in the short versus long term.

The SECP said, there is a strong demand for 
cloud adoption by BEs for cloud-based server ca-
pacity, information and database management, se-
curity, system, and user access management, ERP, 
CRM, and collaboration tools. BEs need to focus 
on the areas of  trust, security, legal, compliance, 
and organizational issues throughout the adoption 
process.

While planning the adoption of  cloud in busi-
ness, every individual in business has different 
opinions. Overall, the respondents that are willing 
to consider the purchasing of  cloud solutions and 
needs are recorded and considered to identify the 
actual requirement of  cloud adoption in business. 
The BEs must understand how to gain access to 
the services and get huge benefits by using these 
cloud services.

Meanwhile, the Securities and Exchange Com-

mission of  Pakistan (SECP) registered 1,949 new 
companies in July 2021, raising the total number 
of  registered companies to 147,842. 

Around 99 percent of  companies were regis-
tered online, 43 percent of  the companies were 
registered the same day while 175 foreign users 
were registered from overseas. The July incorpo-
ration consists of  66 percent private limited com-
panies, 31 percent single-member companies, and 
three percent public unlisted companies, not-for-
profit associations, and limited liability partner-
ships (LLP). Total capitalization (paid-up-capital) 
with regard to newly incorporated for the current 
month amounted to Rs2.7 billion. 

The construction and real estate sector took the 
lead with the incorporation of  313, trading with 
279, IT with 243, services with 178, e-commerce 
with 117, food and beverages with 76, education 
with 63, textile with 57, corporate agricultural 
farming with 56, pharmaceutical with 52, engi-
neering with 51, tourism with 40, healthcare with 
39, mining and quarrying with 38, transport and, 

market and development with 27 each, logging, 
and power generation with 24 each, auto and al-
lied, and fuel and energy with 23 each, chemical, 
and communications with 21 each, cables and 
electric goods with 18, broadcasting and telecast-
ing, and cosmetics and toiletries with 14 each, pa-
per and board, and steel and allied with 13 each, 
and 85 companies were registered in other sectors. 

Foreign investment has been reported in 47 
new companies. These companies have foreign 
investors from Australia, Bermuda, China Den-
mark, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Korea South, Ku-
wait, the Netherlands, Oman, Philippines, Qatar, 
Russia, Sri Lanka, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, the 
UAE, UK, and the US. 

The highest numbers of  companies, i.e. 645 
were registered in Islamabad, followed by 634 and 
294 companies registered in Lahore and Kara-
chi respectively. The CROs in Peshawar, Multan, 
Faisalabad, Gilgit-Baltistan, Quetta, and Sukkur 
registered 120, 96, 75, 57, 22, and 06 companies 
respectively.
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According to the SECP’s Cloud Adoption Guidelines issued 
for Incorporated Companies/Business Entities, cloud 
computing is a technological framework that offers convenient 
on-demand access to a shared pool of resources, including 
servers, storage, and applications, over the Internet

SECP warns 
businesses against 
choosing data 
providers with data 
centers in India
and Israel

The SECP stated that several 
free cloud computing options ex-
ist for emails, document manage-

ment, and even CRM and ERP. 
The BEs simply need to pay only 
its usage exceeds the number of 

user count or storage space





P
akistan Telecommunication Company Lim-
ited (PTCL), the national flagship carrier 
in the country, and PAKSAT, the national 
satellite company have announced the sign-

ing of a strategic partnership to develop and deliver 
state-of-the-art integrated satellite services to address 
the ever-growing national needs of the private and 
the public sectors in Pakistan. Major-General Amer 

Nadeem HI(M), Chairman SUPARCO, Sadaquat 
Liaquat, CEO PAKSAT Int’l Pvt Ltd, Hatem Bama-
traf, President & Group CEO PTCL, Zarrar Hasham 
Khan, Chief Business Services Officer, PTCL, along 
with key industry leaders and officials from both com-
panies attended the signing ceremony.

Under the partnership, PTCL will be able to pro-
vide its national and international customers with 

seamless connectivity through Pakistan-owned sat-
ellites, which are connected with redundant satellite 
hubs and the largest fiber backbone across Pakistan. 

Through this initiative, PTCL will enable PAK-
SAT as its partner for national satellite bandwidth re-
quirements, while PAKSAT will support PTCL in the 
deployment of the existing services of PAKSAT as 
well as their upcoming innovative services. This part-
nership will ensure the installation of satellite projects 
with a special focus on satellite gateway of Ka-Band 
and IoT space. Zarrar Hasham Khan, Chief Business 
Services Officer, PTCL, said, “This partnership will 
enable PTCL to serve its customers with seamless 
connectivity through Pakistan-owned satellite. This 
will help us play a pivotal role in driving digital trans-
formation and technological revolution in Pakistan. 
It will create synergies to connect widely separated 
geographical areas with modern communication fa-
cilities, thus meeting customer expectations.” Sadaqat 
Liaqat, CEO PAKSAT said, “Together PTCL and 
PAKSAT will be able to bridge the digital divide in 
Pakistan by connecting businesses and communities 
in the underserved areas. With the new satellite MM1 
coming online, this will prove to be the key enabler 
of digital transformation in Pakistan. This technology 
will also help the corporate sector and government in-
stitutions in the areas of IoT, telemetry and high-speed 
internet, where PTCL already has a vast experience.”

PTCL continues to develop such partnerships that 
enable innovation and transformation to realize the 
vision of a Digital Pakistan. 

P
akistan Telecommunication Company 
Limited (PTCL) has signed a strategic con-
tract with Whale Cloud Technology for 
the transformation of  its mission’s critical 

Charging and Billing platform.
Nadeem Khan, Acting CEO & Group CFO, 

PTCL & Ufone, and Chen XiaoWei, President 
South Asia, Whale Cloud Technology, signed the 
contract during a ceremony held at PTCL HQ, 
Islamabad. Jafar Khalid, Group CTIO (Develop-
ment), PTCL & Ufone, Saad M Waraich, Group 
CTIO (Operations), PTCL & Ufone, Ayaz Ahmed, 
Vice President, Whale Cloud Technology, Paki-
stan, also attended the ceremony, along with senior 
management from both companies.

This major transformation marks a significant 
step towards PTCL’s efforts to deliver an enhanced 
user experience to its valued customers. The initia-
tive would also serve as a key enabler for offering 
the much-needed flexibility to fixed broadband 
consumers and corporate customers, by extending 
enhanced billing and invoicing options of  their 
choice. 

Speaking on the occasion, Nadeem Khan, 
Acting CEO & Group CFO, PTCL & Ufone, 
said, “PTCL with its focus on offering custom-
er-centric solutions is investing in the upgrade of  
its billing solution, to provide state-of-the-art ser-
vices to its customers. We are glad to partner with 
Whale Cloud Technology on this strategic initia-
tive, which is one of  the leading suppliers in the 
Business Support Systems domain in key markets 
globally.”

On the occasion, Chen XiaoWei, President 

South Asia, Whale Cloud Technology, said, “We 
are greatly honoured for the confidence the PTCL 
has in us by selecting Whale Cloud Technology for 
this transformation journey. This would positively 
impact the customer value chain and we shall en-
deavour to live up to PTCL’s expectation in serv-

ing their customers better.”
PTCL remains at the forefront to take such ini-

tiatives that will pave the way for the latest Cloud-
based solutions, hence facilitating efficient deliv-
ery of  new and innovative services across different 
customer segments. 
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PTCL & PAKSAT partner for 
indigenization & delivery of 
satellite services

PTCL signs strategic contract 
with Whale Cloud Technology

Nadeem Khan, Acting CEO & Group CFO, PTCL & Ufone, 
and Chen XiaoWei, President South Asia, Whale Cloud 
Technology, signed the contract during a ceremony held 
at PTCL HQ, Islamabad

Under the partnership, PTCL will be able to provide 
its national and international customers with seamless 
connectivity through Pakistan-owned satellites, which are 
connected with redundant satellite hubs and the largest 
fiber backbone across Pakistan



M
inister for Information Technolo-
gy and Telecommunication Syed 
Aminul Haq said that the ministry 
had completed preparations for the 

auction of  additional spectrum across the country 
including Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and 
Gilgit-Baltistan (G-B). 

In a statement, the minister said, the Federal 
Cabinet has approved the spectrum auction in its 
meeting recently.

He said that for the first time in the history 
of  the country, an additional spectrum was being 
auctioned for AJK and Gilgit-Baltistan. 

 After the completion of  this phase, he said, 
the quality of  mobile networking and broadband 
services would also be improved in the hilly areas 
of  Gilgit Baltistan where customers would enjoy 
uninterrupted services. Aminul Haq said that nec-
essary instructions had been issued to Pakistan 
Telecommunication Authority for auction.  

The Minister said that the goal of  the Ministry 
was to fulfill the Prime Minister’s vision of  Digital 
Pakistan for which the basic requirement was the 
availability of  quality mobile and broadband ser-
vices across the country.

The county now has a 4G (fourth generation) 
facility, but with the new policy, residents will have 
access to a 5G (fifth generation) service. Both AJK 
and GB have 2G (second generation) mobile ser-
vices and residents in both areas have long wished 
for a better service, such as 4G, which is currently 
available in Pakistan.

According to the Minister, the basic price for 
the 1800 MHz frequency is $31 million per MHz, 
while the price for the 2100 MHz frequency is $29 
million per MHz. Aminul Haq said that network-
ing initiatives worth Rs 32 billion were in circula-
tion and that revolutionary measures in the field 
of  IT were being done to enhance online activity.

The Ministry of  Information Technology and 
Telecom would execute 17 new schemes amount-
ing to Rs7,050 million during the current fiscal 
year.

For new schemes, the government has allo-
cated Rs400 million in the Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme (PSDP 2021-22) for the es-
tablishment of  an IT park in Karachi, Rs365.528 
million for hybrid power solution Solarization for 
remote sites in AJK, Rs365.528 million for hybrid 
power solution Solarization for remote sites in 
Gilgit Baltistan, Rs160 million for national cen-
ters of  Research Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
in AAI and allied technologies (NCRIE-AI) fea-
sibility study and Rs100 million for raising smart 
capital through the private trading market at PSK 
(PSEB).

For the ongoing schemes, Rs955 million have 
been allocated for blended virtual education (VU), 
Rs312 million for the establishment of  Sino-Pak 
center for artificial intelligence, Rs616 million 
for expansion of  cellular services in AJK- GB, 
Rs500 million for protection and up-gradation of  
Pak-China Phase-1 CFC project of  establishment 
of  cross border connectivity project, Rs1500 mil-
lion for Technology Parks Development Project 
(TDP) at Islamabad, Rs300 million for up-grada-
tion of  existing TDM-based backhaul Microwave 

with IP-based backhaul Microwave network in 
AJK and Rs500 million for up-gradation of  the 
transmission network and replacement of  optical 
fiber cable in AJK and GB.

Adviser to Prime Minister of  Pakistan for 
Commerce and Investment Abdul Razak Dawood 
on the other hand in a Tweet, congratulated the 
exporters said “Our IT exporters have done it!! I 
want to congratulate our IT exporters for crossing 
the $2 billion export mark for the first time in our 
history.”

During FY 2021, IT export grew by 47.4 per-
cent to USD2.12 billion as compared to USD1.44 
billion in FY 2020.

During Fiscal Year 2021, IT exports were 
raised by 47.4 percent to $2.12 billion as compared 
to $1.44 billion in FY 2020.

“I have always believed in the abilities of  our 
IT professionals & entrepreneurs. You have done 
a remarkable job & I encourage you to market 
your exports even further to achieve more,” Mr 
Dawood tweeted. 

Pakistani workers, including freelancers, are al-
ready well-integrated into the global gig economy. 
In fact, at the global level, Pakistan is host to the 
third-largest number of  freelancers working on the 
most popular web platforms for the contractual 
jobs.

This allowed the country to capture the in-
creased global demand for ICT services during the 
period. The Ministry of  Commerce facilitated en-
listing more than 30 exporters on the world’s lead-
ing online marketplace, Amazon.com, on a trial 
basis.

This could potentially open a new avenue for 
Pakistan to increase its exports and create new 
employment opportunities locally. The measures 
adopted by the State Bank of  Pakistan also con-
tributed to a rise in the export of  IT services. n

The basic price for the 1800 MHz frequency is $31 million per MHz, while the price for the 
2100 MHz frequency is $29 million per MHz. Aminul Haq said that networking initiatives 
worth Rs32 billion were in circulation and that revolutionary measures in the field of IT 

were being done to enhance online activity

First time additional spectrum to 
be auctioned for AJK & GB

The Ministry of Information 
Technology and Telecom 

would execute 17 new schemes 
amounting to Rs7,050 million 
during the current fiscal year
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A
mid the fourth wave of COVID-19 in the 
country, the government is scrambling to 
maintain stricter protocols as reports of  
fake vaccination certificates have begun 

to surface across the country. The country is undergo-
ing the emergency escalation of the nationwide inoc-
ulation campaign, where immediate vaccination has 
been made mandatory for all public and private sec-
tor employees, in addition to those who have to travel 
abroad. Chaos has also been reported earlier at the 
biggest vaccination center in Karachi as hundreds of  
citizens rushed to get themselves vaccinated against 
COVID-19. Scores of people including students, la-
bourers, senior citizens queued up outside the Ka-
rachi Expo Centre, the biggest vaccination centre in 
the city, after the provincial government announced 
to block SIM cards of the unvaccinated citizens. 
Expressing concern over the fake certificate reports, 
experts said that if  people were left unattended for 
the vaccination, it could become a “hole to ultimately 
sink the ship of Pakistan’s fight against COVID-19.” 
Immunisation certificates can be forged against the 
payment between Rs 2,000 to Rs 10,000 at major 
government hospitals, depending on the value of the 
vaccine. Some forgers, allegedly associated with the 
vaccination drive, have also taken to WhatsApp and 
other social media services to market their business. 
“Without any dose, Corona vaccination registration 
available verified by 1166,” advertised once such ser-
vice in a screenshot circulating on the internet, re-
ported the Pakistani media outlets. In view of said 
reports, authorities have taken action against more 
than four health department employees in Lahore 
and Shahdara.

Pakistan has witnessed a surge of Covid-cases in 
the country due to which smart lockdown has been 
put in place in major cities. Similar cases, however, 
have also been observed in district Mardan of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), where experts view the vaccina-
tion forgery jeopardising the Government’s efforts 
towards mass inoculation. “This is more than alarm-
ing—really serious,” warned a senior health official 
privy to the development. The official who was not 
authorised to communicate with the media alleged 
that despite the entire government machinery being 
praised for its vaccination efforts, forged data in the 
system is quietly sabotaging the entire campaign.

Two school teachers in the district were recently 
caught evading the vaccination process by skipping 
the jab desk and directly approaching the registration 
staff  upon acquiring their token from the vaccination 
centre. “Both culprits, showing as vaccinated in the 
system are currently held in custody and being in-
vestigated for vaccination fraud,” told an official of  
the probe team. Certain health department officials, 

however, deemed the case as a non-issue. Claiming 
that a handful of such anomalies among hundreds of  
successful vaccinations has no bearing on the prov-
ince’s overall vaccination drive. “The government is 
currently satisfied with the process, and data show-
ing the number of people being vaccinated, is being 
shared on daily basis,” asserted one official on the 
condition of anonymity. On the other hand, Acting 
Director of Health Services Dr. Niaz, who objected 
to claims made by the unnamed official, said that un-
checked forgery in the inoculation process could po-
tentially damage the entire campaign. “But so far, the 
department has only come across a few such cases, 
so it is too early to address issuing of fake registration 
certificates at a mass level,” he added. Meanwhile, 
police arrested a man for selling fake coronavirus cer-
tificates in Karachi. According to Aziz Bhatti SHO, 
Pervez Solangi, police arrested the man on a com-
plaint by the in-charge of a coronavirus vaccine cen-

tre at the Expo Centre. The suspect, whose identity 
was not released immediately, was said to be an em-
ployee in the IT section of the vaccine centre and was 
appointed on a contractual basis. He has been held 
accused of selling coronavirus vaccine certificates 
for Rs 2,000 each. Police also suspected some of his 
companions as involved in this illegal practice. They 
said the man was a barber but was appointed on a 
contractual basis at the vaccine centre due to different 
computer courses he had done. On the other hand, 
COVID-19 vaccination certificates have emerged as a 
new type of “passport” in some countries and regions 
where holders of this small piece of paper, enjoy a 
certain degree of freedom and normal activity of life.

The increasing demand for vaccine shots– or sim-
ply the certificate – has elicited a lucrative business 
for counterfeit coronavirus vaccines and fraudulent 
vaccination cards. Check Point Research, a multi-
national service company specialising in cyber secu-
rity, reported a trend of trading on forged negative 
COVID-19 test results and fake vaccine certificates on 
the dark web. According to the report, fake “vaccine 
passports” can be sold for $250 – users simply need to 
send their personal information and the money, and 
the seller emails back the fake documents. While fake 
negative COVID-19 test results are for sale starting 
at just $25. The trade of fraudulent vaccine certifi-
cates and vaccine shots is not only prevailing on dark 
websites, but also being reported on easily accessible 
websites like the US’s Craigslist, eBay, and OfferUp, 
according to Chicago’s NBC 5. The blank cards are 

being sold online and printed in almost identical 
fonts as the official ones. Some of them are being 
sold for $200. The report also spotted a 300-percent 
of increase in counterfeit COVID-19 vaccine adver-
tisements on the dark web. Currently, the number of  
reported sellers is over 1,200 with many based in the 
US and European countries including Spain, Germa-
ny, France, and Russia. The vaccines advertised in-
clude those from AstraZeneca, Johnson & Johnson, 
the Russian Sputnik, and the Chinese Sinopharm 
vaccine. The World Health Organization (WHO) 
has issued a warning about counterfeit COVID-19 
vaccines sold on the dark web. It cautioned about 
“criminal groups” reusing empty vaccine vials and 
tampering with the COVID-19 vaccine supply chain. 
“We urge all people not to buy vaccines outside gov-
ernment-run vaccination programs. Any vaccine out-
side these programs may be substandard or falsified, 
with the potential to cause serious harm,” said WHO 
Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
at a media conference. While the global rollout of  
COVID-19 vaccinations continues to accelerate, it’s 
noted that only around eight percent of people have 
received at least one dose, according to data compiled 
by the New York Times. Billions are still on the wait-
list. As a result, there’s a strong and growing demand 
for vaccinations and certificates because of the great-
er freedoms they will give people. Without an official 
database for verifying vaccinations, those little pieces 
of paper are currently the best source for proving vac-
cination status. n
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Scores of people including students, labourers, senior citizens 
queued up outside the Karachi Expo Centre, the biggest 
vaccination centre in the city, after the provincial government 
announced to block SIM cards of the unvaccinated citizens

Fake Covid vaccine 
and test certificate 
market is growing in 
Pakistan like other 
countries

The increasing demand for 
vaccine shots– or simply the 

certificate– has elicited a 
lucrative business for 

counterfeit coronavirus 
vaccines and fraudulent 

vaccination cards





I
n spite of  the fact that more than a dozen com-
panies are manufacturing handsets in the coun-
try, but Pakistan has spent a sizable amount of  
more than Rs 300 billion merely on the import 

of  mobile phones. It means Pakistan spent about 
$2.59 billion on cellphones import in 2020-21 as for-
eign exchange.

According to the data issued by the Pakistan Bu-
reau of  Statistics (PBS), the largest contributor to 
the import bill, in terms of  value, is telecom, which 
showed a significant surge of  39.33 percent Year-
over-Year amounting to $2.59 billion. Within tele-
com, the imports of  mobile phones jumped signifi-
cantly by 50.75 percent Year-on-Year, to $2 billion 
during FY21.

Within telecom, the import bill of  mobile phones 
witnessed a jump of 16.62 percent Month-over-
Month (MoM) whereas, on yearly basis, the same 
commodity witnessed a decline of  11.51 percent 
YoY to $204.68mn during the month under review. 
The major portion of  import came from the machin-
ery group in terms of  growth-wise as the import bill 
of  the said group surged by around 36.61 percent 
month-on-month to clock in at $1.28bn in the month 
of  June’21.

During the month, in terms of  value, telecom, 
under the head of  the machinery group, showed an 
increase of  16% MoM, whereas, on the same seg-
ment posted a decline of  6.3% YoY to $256 million, 
reports Mettis Global.

The overall telecom imports into the country 
during the period under review (July-June) 2020-21 
increased by 39.33 percent by going up from $1.861 
billion in 2019-20 to $2.593 billion during 2020-21.

On a year-over-year basis, the imports of  mobile 
phones into Pakistan decreased by 11.51 percent 
during June 2021, when compared to the imports 
of  the same month of  last year. The mobile phone 
imports during June 2021 were recorded at $204.676 
million, against the imports of  $331.302 million 
during June 2020, the PBS data revealed.

On a Month-over-Month basis, mobile phone im-
ports increased by 16.62 percent in June 2021 while 
compared to the imports of  $175.501 million in May 
2021. On a Year-over-Year basis, the overall telecom 
imports into Pakistan decreased by 6.30 percent 
during June 2021, when compared to the imports 
during the same month last year. The telecom imports 
during June 2021 were recorded at $255.943 million 
against the imports of  $273.166 million during June 
2020. On a Month-over-Month basis, the overall 
telecom imports increased by 16.02 percent in June 
2021, compared to the imports of  $220.599 million 
in May 2021. Other apparatus imports during Ju-
ly-June (2020-21) increased by 7.48 percent going up 
from $491.163 million in 2019-20 to $527.879 mil-
lion during 2020-21. The Economic Survey 2019-20 
noted that the Mobile Device Manufacturing policy 
has been approved to promote local manufacturing 
and assembly of  mobile handsets. Pakistan enjoys a 
low-cost labour advantage, a reasonably large home 
market having more than 178 million subscribers, 
which have increased approximately one percent per 
month in the last year alone; 83.3 percent teledensity 
and efficient Device Identification, Registration and 
Blocking System (DIRBS) 
in place, which make Paki-
stan an attractive market for 
mobile assembly.

The International Data 
Corporation (IDC) in its 
report released recently fol-
lowing back-to-back quar-
ters of  growth, has raised 
its near-term outlook for 
the global smartphone 
market. According to the 
IDC Worldwide Quarter-
ly Mobile Phone Tracker, 
shipments of  smartphones are forecast to reach 1.38 
billion units in 2021, an increase of  7.7 percent over 
2020. This trend is expected to continue till 2022 
when year-over-year growth will be 3.8 percent with 
shipments totaling 1.43 billion.

Markets worldwide continue to shift to 5G, where 
networks are deployed. Within emerging markets, 

there is strong demand for mid-range and low-end 
4G phones following last year’s pandemic slowdown. 
Looking towards the later years in the forecast, IDC 
expects low single-digit growth to continue through 
2025 with a five-year compound annual growth rate 
(CAGR) of  3.7 percent. The global semiconductor 
shortage remains a concern for many industries and 

the smartphone market has 
not been excluded from this. 
However, the impact has 
been far less than in other 
markets like automotive, 
PC, and various consumer 
tech categories.

“Smartphones are see-
ing competition for consum-
er spending from adjacent 
markets like PCs, tablets, 
TVs, and smart home devic-
es, yet that hasn’t slowed the 
market’s path to recovery,” 

said Ryan Reith, program vice president with IDC’s 
Worldwide Mobile Device Trackers. “The smart-
phone market returned to growth during the holiday 
quarter last year and since then we’ve only seen pro-
duction from top suppliers ramp up. There continues 
to be a strong supply-side push toward 5G, and price 
points continue to drop as a result. IDC expects aver-

age selling prices (ASPs) for 5G Android devices to 
drop 12 percent year-over-year in 2021 to $456 and 
then below $400 in 2022. Apple will continue to feel 
price pressure.”

With 5G shipments expected to grow nearly 
130 percent in 2021, almost all regions outside of  
China will see triple-digit growth by the end of  this 
year. However, in terms of  market share, China will 
lead the way with a nearly 50 percent share of  5G 
shipments in 2021 while the US will follow with a 
16 percent share. Other significant markets such as 
Western Europe and Asia/Pacific (excluding China 
and Japan) will combine for a 23.1 percent share of  
the worldwide 5G market by the end of  2021.

“Although the 7.7 percent growth will feel like 
an impressive market turnaround, we must keep in 
mind that we are rebounding from one of  the most 
challenging years on record,” said Anthony Scar-
sella, research manager with IDC’s Worldwide Mo-
bile Device Trackers. “2021 will represent the largest 
year-over-year growth the market has witnessed since 
2015, as the shift towards 5G across all price tiers 
continues to accelerate. The 5G shift will also deliver 
peak smartphone ASPs in 2021 ($376, up 9.7 percent 
year-over-year) when compared to the remainder of  
the forecast period as costly 5G devices continue to 
replace LTE devices, which are also starting to drop 
in price, down 27% in 2021.” n
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According to the data issued by the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS), the largest contributor to the import bill, in 
terms of value, is telecom, which showed a significant surge 
of 39.33 percent Year-over-Year amounting to $2.59 billion. 
Within Telecom, the imports of mobile phones jumped 
significantly by 50.75 percent Year-on-Year, to $2 billion 
during FY21

Pakistan spends 
over $2.59 billion 
on import of mobile 
phones in FY21

According to the IDC 
Worldwide Quarterly Mobile 
Phone Tracker, shipments of 
smartphones are forecast to 

reach 1.38 billion units in 2021, 
an increase of 7.7 percent 

over 2020



D
ue to the COVID-19 pandemic, 57-year-
old Long Ruijun, a professor at Lanzhou 
University in northwest China’s Gansu 
Province, turned to online lectures to 

help old friends in Pakistan fight energy and food 
shortages. Long used to routinely visit the country 
from 2016 to 2019 to share agricultural techniques 
and skills with experts and farmers there.

“The landscape and climate in Gansu are simi-
lar to that in Pakistan, especially in the northern re-
gion,” he said. “So the agricultural experience is a 
great reference for the South Asian country.”

Due to power shortages, people living in the 
mountainous terrains in Pakistan usually had diffi-
culties in lifting water to irrigate their land.

To solve the problem, Long and his team of some 
40 researchers introduced in Pakistan in 2018 solar 
pump facilities developed in Gansu, and local agri-
cultural experts applied the technology to the test-
ing fields. If  the technology was popularized in the 
drought-hit areas of  northern Pakistan, the output of  
crops such as wheat could be greatly improved and 
food security guaranteed, said Bashir Ahmad, head 
of  the National Agricultural Research Center.

Noticing the low yield of  forage in Pakistan due 
to poor seed quality, Long’s team sent 30 kg of  alfalfa 
and oat seeds to their counterparts in May.

The team delivered on-site lectures to train tech-
nical workers in Pakistan on plantation and agricul-
tural processing, said Jing Xiaoping, a member of  
Long’s team. With technical support provided by the 
team via live-streaming, the 30kg of  seeds sprouted 
in the demonstration fields. To popularise sustain-
able, green agricultural development, researchers 
from Lanzhou University have also joined hands 
with Pakistan Agricultural Research Council to 
establish a biomass energy center in Islamabad, to 
convert agricultural waste into biomass energy. Long 
said the techniques can be widely used in Pakistan 
and other Asian countries facing energy shortages.

He expected to deepen cooperation with central 
and south Asian countries by setting up more inte-
grated demonstration sites to enhance production 
efficiency, guarantee food security and improve the 

livelihood of  local people. “Under the framework of  
the Belt and Road Initiative and the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, cooperation between Pakistan 
and China will reap more positive results in more 
areas,” said Long. Over 100 students from Pakistan 
have majored in agricultural studies from Lanzhou 
University, Long added. On the other hand, the gov-
ernment would invest to get rid of  negative growth 
in the agriculture sector that is also causing adverse 
trends in the natural capital of  the country.

The Climate Change Ministry presented its find-
ings to the Prime Minister Secretariat that has direct-
ed it to make plans to introduce positive growth in 
the agriculture sector. The findings underlined the 
fact that the inclusive wealth of  Pakistan comprises 
three different categories of  capital assets: natural 
capital, human capital, and produced capital.

Assets in all three categories provide the inputs 
for production and are, therefore, referred to as the 
productive base of  the economy. The United Nations 
in its recent report also urged Pakistan to cope with 
the issue of  negative growth in the agriculture sector 
due to increased urbanisation and other economic 
changes.

It also highlighted that a business-as-usual ap-
proach would not take to a world of  living in harmo-
ny with nature. An official of  the Climate Change 
Ministry said “We have come to the conclusion that 

measuring the stock of  wealth in a manner that in-
cludes natural capital is key to tracking sustainabili-
ty and well-being of  the country.” He said the green 
measures under the vision of  Prime Minister Imran 
Khan in the last few years have shown evidence of  
an environmental turnaround due to which forests, 
grasslands, and vegetated areas are spreading with 
each passing year. PM’s Special Assistant on Climate 
Change Malik Amin Aslam said natural capital is es-
timated according to subsoil non-renewable resourc-
es, forests, and agricultural land. “Conceptually, nat-
ural capital also depends upon ecosystem services 
such as microclimates, biodiversity, and cultural val-
ues. But it is necessary to bring positive growth in the 
agriculture sector to strengthen our natural capital,” 
he added Minister for National Food Security and 
Research Syed Fakhar Imam has emphasised the 
need to pursue modern research and trends in the 
agriculture sector to face future challenges.

He said this while addressing the closing ceremo-
ny of  “NutriBiz 2021” which was organised by the 
National Incubation Center in Islamabad.

The Minister said the government is taking steps 
to establish Agricultural universities across Pakistan 
to fill this gap. Sharing data about Government’s 
efforts towards the Agriculture sector, the Minister 
said that 12 billion rupees have been allocated for 
this sector in the budget 2021-22 and efforts are afoot 
for over 25 billion rupees to uplift this very potential 
sector.

Agriculture is the process of  cultivation of  land 
or soil for production purposes. Agriculture plays 
a very vital role in the economy of Pakistan and its 
development. As much as 48 percent of  the labour 
force is engaged directly with agriculture. So it is the 
main source of  living or income of  the major part 
of  the population. About 70 percent of  the popu-
lation is related to agriculture directly or indirectly. 
Agriculture is the major source of  food for a huge 
population of  Pakistan. Agriculture is also the major 
source of  provision of  raw materials to the industrial 
sector of  Pakistan. Its contribution to GDP is about 
25 percent which is higher than the contribution of  
any other sector. n

To popularise sustainable, green agricultural development, researchers from Lanzhou 
University have also joined hands with Pakistan Agricultural Research Council to establish a 
biomass energy center in Islamabad, to convert agricultural waste into biomass energy

Chinese researchers enhance 
agricultural cooperation with 
Pakistan

To solve the problem, Long 
and his team of some 40 

researchers introduced in 
Pakistan in 2018 solar pump 
facilities developed in Gansu, 
and local agricultural experts 
applied the technology to the 

testing fields
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A 
new variant 
of  the coro-
navirus has 
emerged, and 

scientists are working to 
figure out if  it is more dan-
gerous than its infamous 
cousin, the Delta variant, 
which has killed hundreds 
of  thousands of  people in 
India and is fast becom-
ing the dominant variant 
around the world.

The state of  Maha-
rashtra, India, which 
was hit hard by the dev-
astating second wave 
of  COVID-19, has now 
re-imposed lockdown due 
to rising fears about this 
new variant, dubbed Delta 
Plus (which is not an offi-
cial designation).

Delta Plus differs just 
slightly from Delta—the 
predominant strain in In-
dia and the United King-
dom—which is more 
infectious and is thought 
to cause more hospitaliza-
tions than previous strains. 
Existing vaccines are effec-
tive against Delta, but only 
when people are fully vac-
cinated.

Out of  an abundance of  
caution, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) has 
urged fully vaccinated peo-
ple to continue wearing 
masks. “Once you’ve been 
fully vaccinated, continue 
to play it safe because you 
could end up as part of  a 
transmission chain. You 
may not actually be ful-
ly protected. Sometimes 
the vaccines don’t work,” 
Bruce Aylward, WHO se-
nior adviser, said at a news 
conference.

The Delta Plus variant 
began appearing in glob-
al databases after mid-
March, and by April 26 
cases were found in En-
gland, prompting the Unit-
ed Kingdom to ban inter-
national travel on June 4. 
However, several patients 
with no history of  travel or contact with travelers got 
infected with Delta Plus, which suggests the variant 
had begun to circulate in the U.K. through commu-
nity spread. While the variant isn’t yet common, 
the Indian Health Ministry designated Delta Plus, a 
Variant of  Concern (VOC) on June 22, citing its per-
ceived increased transmissibility, ability to bind more 
strongly to receptors on lung cells, and potential to 
evade an antibody response. But whether Delta Plus 
meets the threshold for VOC designation is unclear. 
“India called it a VOC out of  caution rather than any 
hard data,” says Ravindra Gupta, an immunologist 
and infectious diseases specialist at the University of  
Cambridge.

Is Delta Plus a variant of concern?
When a variant becomes frequent and displays 

worrying traits, public health authorities initiate a 
formal investigation, designating it as a Variant Un-
der Investigation (VUI). If  it is found to be more 
transmissive, more resistant to antibodies, or to cause 
more severe disease, the variant is designated a VOC.

The Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomic Consortium 
(INSACOG), a country-wide network of  laborato-
ries and government agencies that monitors varia-
tions in the genetic code of  coronavirus, actually de-
scribed Delta Plus as a Variant of  Interest, not a VOC, 

says virologist Shahid Jameel, who until recently led 
INSACOG’s scientific advisory group. But, argues 
Jameel, the new mutation would not have made the 
Delta Plus less transmissible than Delta or reduced 

the virus’s ability to escape 
the immune response. 
“Hence there is nothing 
wrong with designating 
Delta Plus also a Variant 
of  Concern,” he says.

Now at least two ver-
sions of  the Delta Plus 
variant are slowly spread-
ing around the world. The 
variant has been detected 
in Canada, Germany, Rus-
sia, Switzerland, Poland, 
Portugal, Nepal, Japan, 
the U.K., and the U.S. The 
more internationally prev-
alent version is designated 
“AY.1”, while “AY.2” is 
confined mostly to the U.S. 
Delta Plus has already 
been detected 150 times in 
the U.S.

Existing vaccines still 
work against the origi-
nal Delta variant but are 
less effective, especially 
among people who might 
not mount an effective 
immune response after 
vaccination, are older, or 
whose protection may 
wane faster. A single dose 
of  the Pfizer or the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine was only 
33 percent effective against 
symptomatic disease 
caused by the Delta vari-
ant. After both doses, the 
AstraZeneca vaccine was 
60 percent effective, and 
the effectiveness of  the 
Pfizer jab rose to 88 per-
cent. New early research 
suggests that Moderna’s 
vaccine is less efficacious 
against the Delta variant 
and Johnson & Johnson 
is only about 60 percent 
effective.

But in Israel, where 
57.1 percent population 
is fully vaccinated, about 
half  of  Delta variant in-
fections occurred among 
those fully vaccinated 
with the Pfizer shots. 
This prompted Israel to 
reinstate wearing masks 
indoors. “In terms of  vari-
ants … we know vaccines 

work; we know that masking and social distancing 
work. As scary as it looks, we still have measures to 
counter it,” says Priyamvada Acharya, an immu-
nologist at Duke Human Vaccine Institute.

What do we know so far?
Delta Plus differs from Delta because of  an ex-

tra mutation—K417N—located in the spike pro-
tein, which covers the surface of  the SARS-CoV-2 
virus. This same location is mutated in other VOCs: 
Beta (first identified in South Africa) and Gamma 
(first identified in Brazil). The K417 mutation has 
also been detected in some samples of  Alpha (first 
identified in the UK).

The K417 position is within the region of  the 
spike protein that interacts with the ACE2 recep-
tor protein and enables the virus to infect cells—in-
cluding those in the lung, heart, kidney, and intes-
tine. When the spike protein encounters ACE2, it 
transforms from a “closed” to an “open” state to 
bind to the receptor and infect the cell. Based on 
studies of  the Beta variant, which carries this same 
mutation, K417N can help the spike reach the fully 
“open” state, which likely increases its ability to in-
fect. Increased ACE2 receptor binding and a more 
open state are traits of  other highly transmissive and 
anti-body resistant variants. n
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The variant has been detected in Canada, Germany, Russia, 
Switzerland, Poland, Portugal, Nepal, Japan, the U.K., and 

the U.S. The more internationally prevalent version is 
designated “AY.1”, while “AY.2” is confined mostly to the U.S. 
Delta Plus has already been detected 150 times in the U.S

How dangerous 
is new Delta Plus 

variant?

Delta Plus differs from Delta 
because of an extra 

mutation—K417N—located in 
the spike protein, which covers 
the surface of the SARS-CoV-2 

virus. This same location is 
mutated in other VOCs: Beta 

(first identified in South Africa) 
and Gamma (first identified in 
Brazil). The K417 mutation has 

also been detected in some 
samples of Alpha (first 

identified in the UK)





A
sim Saleem Bajwa, the head of  the Au-
thority overseeing the over $60 billion 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), stepped down. He was appoint-

ed as the chairman of  CPEC Authority in Novem-
ber 2019, soon after retiring as a three-star general 
from Pakistan Army. “I bow my head before Allah 
Almighty for giving me an opportunity to raise and 
steer the important institution of  CPEC Authority 
as one window for all CPEC projects, charting the 
future direction,” Bajwa said in a series of  tweets.

He added that his work “wouldn’t have been 
possible without the full confidence and support” of  
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan and his gov-
ernment. Bajwa termed CPEC a lifeline for Pakistan, 
which would transform Pakistan into a “progressive 
and fully developed country.”

The former head of  Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions, Pakistan military’s media wing, also expressed 
the best wishes for Khalid Mansoor, his successor, 
saying he is “fully equipped” to take CPEC forward.

Prime Minister Imran Khan accepted the resig-
nation of  CPEC Authority Chairman Lt General 
(Retd) Asim Saleem Bajwa and appointed Khalid 
Mansoor his Special Assistant on CPEC Affairs to 
replace the outgoing chief.

Khalid Mansoor has served as the Chief  Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) of  HUBCO and Engro. He has 
been tasked to complete the second phase of  CPEC 
that contains 27 projects.

Mansoor brings with him over four decades of  
experience working with multiple organizations in 
the energy, petrochemicals, and fertilizer industries. 
He is expected to lead the second phase of  CPEC 
which will focus on industrial cooperation.

Mansoor has extensive experience of  working 

with Chinese companies and has a deep understand-
ing of  joint ventures, project development, and exe-
cution with Chinese partners.

Mansoor is a well-known business leader and 
has served as President, Overseas Chamber of  Com-
merce of  Industry. He has also worked closely with 
international financial institutions, like the World 
Bank, IFC, MIGA, OPIC, ADB, DEG, OFID as 
well as Chinese financial institutions, such as China 
Development Bank, China Exim Bank, ICBC, Sino-
sure, etc.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister’s Office issued a 
notification for the appoint-
ment of  Khalid Mansoor 
as Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on CPEC 
Affairs. Planning Minister 
Asad Umar also posted 
tweets to the effect of  the 
new development. Feder-
al Planning Minister Asad 
Umar paid tribute to Bajwa 
for his services “in moving 
CPEC forward and playing 
a vital role in broadening 
of  the CPEC scope with a 
transition to [the] second 
phase of  CPEC.”

“I want to thank @AsimSBajwa for his services 
in moving CPEC forward and playing a vital role in 
broadening of  the CPEC scope with a transition to 
second phase of  CPEC. His dedication and commit-
ment was a source of  great strength and support,” 
said Asad Umar.

He also welcomed Khalid Mansoor, saying that 
Mansoor’s “vast corporate experience, with exten-

sive work with Chinese companies and his direct 
involvement in leading some of  the biggest CPEC 
projects makes him an ideal person to lead the next 
phase of  CPEC.”

It is pertinent to mention that Asim Bajwa had 
suffered badly after being featured in a controversy 
related to his family businesses abroad. After the 
scandal came to the fore, Bajwa resigned as Special 
Assistant to the Prime Minister on Information and 
Broadcasting in October last year.

The government had notified in November 
2019 the appointment of  Bajwa as the first CPEC 
Authority chairman. The authority was established 
through a presidential ordinance for coordination, 
monitoring, and evaluation to ensure the smooth 
functioning of  CPEC-related activities. The former 
Director General of  the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) Pakistan was appointed for a period of  
four years.

Meanwhile, Mansoor had earlier stepped down 
as CEO of Hubco and was replaced by Kamran 
Kamal, the then-CEO of Laraib Energy Limited, a 
Hubco subsidiary, in July.

Khalid Mansoor’s profile:
Mansoor holds a degree in chemical engineering, 

according to his profile posted on the website of  En-
gro group of  Companies.

He has also served as the CEO of Algeria Oman 
Fertilizer Company (AOA). Prior to this, he held 
the position of  President and CEO of Engro Fertil-
izers Limited, Engro Powergen Qadirpur Limited 
(EPQL), Engro Powergen Limited (EPL), and Sindh 
Engro Coal Mining Company (SECMC).

Mansoor resigned as CEO of Hubco with effect 
from July 1, 2021, according to a notice sent to the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) dated July 8.

“This is to inform you that Mr. Khalid Mansoor 
has resigned from his position as Chief  Executive of  
The Hub Power Company Limited effective July 1, 
2021,” stated the notice.

Mansoor has also served as Chairman Overseas 
Investors Chamber of  Commerce & Industry (OIC-
CI) and the Independent Power Producers Advisory 
Council (IPPAC).

“We thank Khalid for his invaluable contribu-
tions over the years to the success of  Hubco and wish 
him and his family health and happiness in all their 
future endeavors,” Chairman Hubco M Habibullah 

Khan said when Mansoor 
had resigned as CEO.

Chinese Ambassador to 
Pakistan Nong Rong con-
gratulated Khalid Mansoor 
for taking office as the Spe-
cial Assistant to the Prime 
Minister for China Paki-
stan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) Affairs and said 
he is “looking forward” to 
working with him.

Nong also lauded Lieu-
tenant General (retired) 
Asim Saleem Bajwa’s ser-

vices as the former CPEC Authority chief.
“Congratulations to Mr. Khalid Mansoor and 

looking forward to jointly promoting #CPEC with 
high-quality development. I pay special tribute to 
Mr. Asim Saleem Bajwa for your contribution to 
advancing CPEC. Our cooperation will be valued, 
friendship cherished, and efforts recognized,” wrote 
the Chinese Ambassador. n
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Congratulations to Mr. Khalid Mansoor and looking forward 
to jointly promoting #CPEC with high-quality development. 
I pay special tribute to Mr. Asim Saleem Bajwa for your 
contribution to advancing CPEC. Our cooperation will be 
valued, friendship cherished, and efforts recognized, wrote 
the Chinese Ambassador

Mansoor appointed as 
SAPM on CPEC Affairs 
as Bajwa resigns

“I bow my head before Allah 
Almighty for giving me an 

opportunity to raise and steer the 
important institution of CPEC 

Authority as one window for all 
CPEC projects, charting the 

future direction,” Bajwa said in a 
series of tweets.



A
n olive plan-
tation cam-
paign has been 
launched by 

the Federal Government 
in Nowshera, where Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
kicked-started the drive 
of  planting 7,500 olive 
saplings at the Amangarh 
plantation site.

The government plans 
to plant 50 million olive 
trees in the country as part 
of  the 10 billion Tree Tsu-
nami programme.

The Premier said olive 
plantation can help Pa-
kistan deal with the food 
security problem, which 
he termed as the “big-
gest challenge” facing the 
country.  He said olives 
plantation can bring for-
eign exchange into Paki-
stan.

Speaking about the im-
portance of  olives, he said 
the impact of  olive produc-
tion will not help just Khy-
ber Pukhtunkhwa (KP), 
but all of  Pakistan as well.

“We already import ed-
ible oils like ghee and palm 
oils. Our biggest challenge 
in the coming days is, how 
we can provide our people 
with food and good nutri-
tion,” he said.

He then spoke about 
the challenge of  foreign ex-
change reserves and high-
lighted the difference in 
the country’s import and 
export figures.

The Premier said that 
the 10 billion Tsunami 
project will protect our fu-
ture generations. He urged 
the Pakistani youth to con-
tribute to the project for 
their own sake.

“Pakistan spends a 
huge amount on the import of  edible oil that can 
be saved with the production of  olive oil by locally 
planting the olive trees, particularly in the western 
bank of  the Sindh River, he said.

The production of  olive oil can also generate new 
jobs and flourish businesses in the country.

Meanwhile, Dr. Muhammad Mumtaz discussed 
the benefits of  olive cultivation for Pakistan. “Plan-
tation of  olives can well enable Pakistan to meet the 
local demand of  edible oil and repel effects of  the 
climate change, besides addressing water security 
challenges in an effective way.

Traditionally, Pakistan has not been an olive-pro-
ducing country but wild subspecies of  the olive are 
found at a large scale in different areas of  the coun-
try. Pakistan has the potential to become self-suffi-
cient in edible oil production by utilising its suitable 
land for the plantation and cultivation of  olive trees. 
The country is making enhanced efforts to reduce 
dependency on foreign edible oil and to become a 
new player in the olive oil producing world.

Pakistan has set a target for olive oil production 
of  16,000 tons by 2027. It was estimated that for the 
2019-20 season, the estimated olive oil production 
capacity in Pakistan is approximately 1,400 tons. 
Subsequent targets for olive plants will also be con-
tinued in the coming years.

It is worth mentioning that Pakistan had begun 
producing olive oil back in 2010 through its agricul-
tural cooperation efforts with Italy and Spain as well 
as commercial cooperation with China. Spain and 
Italy are the major contributors to olive production 
in the world. Pakistan has shown its commitment to 

enhancing olive production in the country.
Pakistan’s potential:
Pakistan is an attractive country for the commer-

cial cultivation of  olives thanks to its suitable climate 
conditions, quality soil, and ecological diversity. 
Around 10 million acres have already been identified 
for growing olives in the country.

The Pothwar region in the northeastern nook of  
the country is being developed as an “Olive Valley” 
after being recognised as an appropriate area for ol-
ive cultivation by virtue of  its topography and local 
weather.

The olive plantations have multifold advantages: 
to meet the local demand of  edible oil and contrib-
uting to the economy on one hand, and on the other 
mitigating climate change and addressing water se-
curity challenges.

The identified 10 million acres of  suitable land 
for olive cultivation in Pakistan is far more than that 
in Spain, which is the largest olive oil producer in the 
world. Pakistan has been dependent on olive produc-
er countries which costs Pakistan two billion dollars 

per year.
However, by producing 

olive on its native land, Pa-
kistan can not only fulfill 
its own needs but can even 
export to other countries 
because the quality of  ol-
ive oil produced in Paki-
stan has proved far better 
than that of  oil produced 
in Italy and Spain.

Pakistan has a huge 
area of  land suitable for 
the cultivation of  olive. It 
is possible that Pakistan 
can even surpass Spain in 
production that produces 
57 percent of  olive global-
ly.  For it to happen, there 
is a need to initiate con-
certed steps by the govern-
ment for olive production 
at a large scale throughout 
the country.

Fighting agricultural 
threats through olive culti-
vation: 

Pakistan fully under-
stands the importance of  
olive production and is 
eager to cultivate olive be-
cause existing crops are 
not productive in those 
barren lands, where olive 
can easily be grown ow-
ing to its drought-tolerant 
nature and limited water 
requirements.

Climate change along 
with water security in 
Pakistan are other key 
factors continuously 
threatening the agricul-
ture sector in the country. 
It has been reported that 
Pakistan will become a 
water-scarce country by 
2025, it is, therefore, im-
portant to set policy direc-
tions in order to meet the 
challenges of  water crises 
in the country.

Olive plants are re-
quired the least water as compared to other plants 
and crops. The water scarcity challenge and sus-
tainability of  olive plants are other important rea-
sons for Pakistan to grow olive trees on large scale 
and that too, on top priority to meet edible oil re-
quirements and to address the challenge of  climate 
change and water security. Growing olive trees in 
the country will not just improve the economy, but 
will mitigate climate change significantly and will 
help defeat water crises. Olive plantation should be 
the focus under the 10 billion tree tsunami project.

Dr. Muhammad Mumtaz says, “considering 
the importance of  olive plantation and my interna-
tional exposure especially my experiences in olive 
production, countries motivated me to promote ol-
ive plantation in my native area which is fully cov-
ered by wild-olives species.”

He said during his visits to olive rich countries 
such as Italy, Turkey, Morocco, and Jordan where 
he saw massive olive farms and olive production, 
his interactions with local farmers and experts 
forced him to think “why Pakistan is behind in 
olive production despite it having the potential to 
emerge as a major player in olive production.”

“When I was in Jordan for academic activity, 
one of  my fellows took me to olive farms and I 
was informed that a farmer can earn about $25000 
per annum from a land of  5-7 kanals. This was the 
point when I decided to take such initiative towards 
olive production in my native area of  Neelum Val-
ley, Abbottabad, Pakistan which is believed to be 
a suitable place for olive plantation,” Dr. Mumtaz 
recalled. n

Pakistan has set a target for olive oil production of 16,000 
tons by 2027. It was estimated that for the 2019-20 season, 
the estimated olive oil production capacity in Pakistan is 
approximately 1,400 tons. Subsequent targets for olive plants 

will also be continued in the coming years

Olive cultivation to 
bring foreign exchange 

into Pakistan

The Premier then said that the 
10 billion Tsunami project will 
protect our future generations. 
He urged the Pakistani youth 

to contribute to the project for 
their own sake
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P
rovine of  Punjab has become the first in 
the country for taking a historic step of  
enforcing the Single National Curricu-
lum from August 2, onward.

In a tweet, Punjab Chief  Minister Sardar Us-
man Buzdar said: “Following the vision of  Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and the manifesto of  Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI), Single National Cur-
riculum was being enforced across the province.”

“It was a historical step towards the elimina-
tion of  divided education as every child would 
now get the best education”, he added.

The Punjab government has enforced a Single 
National Curriculum (SNC) in all public and pri-
vate schools as well as seminaries of  the province 
that are offering primary level education.

Federal Minister for Education and Profes-
sional Training Shafqat Mehmood had earlier, 
announced the SNC would be implemented from 
the new academic session beginning from August 
2. However, he clarified the SNC prescribed mini-
mum learning standards i.e., the core curriculum.

“Schools will be free to teach additional mate-
rial or even additional subjects,” he said.

The Minister explained that private schools 
could use any book that is consistent with the Sin-
gle National Curriculum.

In the beginning, three subjects namely, Islamic 
Studies, Social Studies, and General Knowledge, 
will be taught in the Urdu language at the prima-
ry level (Grade 1-5). In addition to that, Quranic 
learning with translation will also be mandatory 
from Grade 6 to 12.

While briefing the media about the Punjab 
government’s decision to implement SNC, the 
provincial education minister Murad Raas said 
the provincial government was pursuing the vision 

of  Prime Minister Imran Khan’s ‘one nation, one 
book’ for which a new syllabus based on SNC had 
been introduced throughout the province at the 
primary level.

With the implementation of  the SNC in the 
largest province of  more than 100 million people, 
Imran Khan’s vision of  one curriculum across the 
country stands completed in about half  of  the 
country’s population.

Raas said the SNC would eliminate the socie-
tal division in the private and the public education 
sector and create equal opportunities for all the 
students of  the country.

He said the new curriculum would be imple-
mented in various phases, adding, Pre-1 to Class-5 
in all public and private schools from Aug 2, would 
get the same syllabus and from next year, the SNC 
will be expanded to classes 6 to 8.

Replying to a question, he said the Punjab 
government had already started teachers’ training 
where around 50 percent of  trainers were inducted 
from the private sector.

Punjab’s School Education Department (SED) 
in a tweet posted the picture of  students receiving 
education at schools with the caption: “One Na-
tion, One Curriculum beginning from Punjab”.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI) govern-
ment in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, has also termed the 
implementation of  the SNC in Punjab a welcome 
step. In a tweet, the PTI KPK held that the same 
curriculum was the right of  every child.

Governor Punjab Chaudhry Muhammad Sar-
war has said that implementation of  Single Nation-
al Curriculum (SNC) in Punjab is an epoch-mak-
ing initiative of  the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI) 
government which will pave the way for social co-
hesion and national integration.

During a meeting with Minister of  State for 
Parliamentary Affairs Ali Muhammad Khan at 
the Governor’s House, he said the SNC will bring 
about parity in society as children will have equal 
opportunity to receive high-quality education with 
the same curriculum, medium of  instruction, and 
system of  assessment.

The Ministry of  Federal Education and Pro-
fessional Training rejected, what it said, was a 
concerted campaign started by vested groups to 
discredit the government’s efforts to devise a Sin-
gle National Curriculum (SNC) for all schools in 
Pakistan.

Responding to some of  the false reports being 
spread, such as SNC discriminates against minori-
ties, the Education Ministry in a statement, reject-
ed the social media campaign which says that an 
Ulema Board has decreed that all human figures 
in biology textbooks of  the SNC be covered with 
appropriate clothes to protect their modesty.

The statement said SNC has so far only been 
approved till grade V. Biology is a subject that is 
taught from Grade IX and no textbooks for biolo-
gy have so far been finalised, it added.

The federal government’s approved process 
for science textbooks does not involve any consul-
tation with the Muttahida Ulema Board, so any 
claim that the Board has prohibited the inclusion 
of  any diagrams or educational material from bi-
ology textbooks is factually inaccurate.

Science textbooks are being developed in close 
consultation with renowned local and internation-
al experts and will not be approved for publishing 
until it is determined that they meet the required 
global benchmarks, the Ministry elaborated. On 
the other hand, the Punjab Assembly has approved 
a law whereby an Ulema Board will approve all Is-
lamic content in the curriculum. The Punjab govern-
ment has also informed the Federal Education Min-
istry that no change was made in biology textbooks 
by the said Board.

It is being developed with expert input from all 
segments of  society and is being designed in line 
with the pedagogical needs of  the 21st century, the 
Ministry mentioned. It is further explained that the 

Islamic content in the curriculum is strictly accord-
ing to an act of  the Parliament enacted in 2017. The 
title of  the act is ‘The Compulsory Teaching of  Holy 
Quran Act 2017’ and is mandatory on all federal in-
stitutions. This was also later adopted by all provinc-
es except Sindh.

“The SNC has also taken special care to ensure 
there is no material that offends the sensibilities of  
any of  the minorities in Pakistan. In fact, it is for the 
first time that a separate special curriculum has been 
prepared for Hindus, Christians, Bahais, Sikhs, and 
Kalash,” the spokesperson maintained. n
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The Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training 
rejected what it said was a concerted campaign started by 
vested groups to discredit the government’s efforts to devise a 
Single National Curriculum (SNC) for all schools in Pakistan

Punjab first province 
to enforce single 
curriculum

The Punjab government has 
enforced a Single National 

Curriculum (SNC) in all public 
and private schools as well as 

seminaries of the province that 
are offering primary level 

education





I
n Pakistan, partic-
ularly in the major 
cities such as La-
hore, Karachi, Quet-

ta, Abbottabad, Multan, 
Larkana, and Hyderabad, 
the killing of  stray dogs 
has become a serious 
issue. The incidents of  
stray dogs biting have 
increased manifold and 
many people, including 
women, and children 
have lost their lives there-
in. The dogs hand around 
the streets and chase the 
passersby and bike riders. 
People are scared even to 
step out of  their homes. 
About 50 to 60 affected 
people are brought to dif-
ferent hospitals every day. 
The number of  stray dogs 
is increasing day-by-day 
that has become a serious 
problem for the citizens. 
The government has been 
conducting anti-rabies 
campaigns to vaccinate 
and neuter stray dogs. 
Initially, the government 
took to a culling cam-
paign that was stopped 
later on.

Dogs are the source 
of  99 percent of  human 
rabies deaths. Rabies is a 
neglected disease in Paki-
stan, although the num-
ber of  dog bite incidents 
in the country is very 
high. Most of  the city 
hospitals didn’t have an-
ti-rabies vaccines and an-
ti-venom, and if  the gov-
ernment didn’t realise the 
intensity of  the problem, 
public life could come to 
serious harm.

Rabies, a lethal dis-
ease, enters the human 
body at the time of  a dog 
bite. After entering the 
human body, the deadly virus travels towards the 
brain side. Once it reaches the brain, it causes sal-
ivation and convulsions.

Chief  Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar has tak-
en notice of  incidents of  dog biting and directed 
the administration to act to curb this problem but 
no progress has been made so far.

So far rabies and dog bites appear to be the 
only justification offered by the government for 
initiating drives to shoot or poison the dogs. But 
the question remains, is this the real cause or are 
we just intolerant towards dogs and insensitive to 
how we treat them? The problem actually goes 
way beyond a simplistic approach to killing the 
dogs. First of  all, there is no data on the basis of  
which it is held that a rabies epidemic existed that 
necessitates the killing of  dogs. Secondly, there 
is no coordination between government depart-
ments to identify the issues relating to the grow-
ing population of  dogs. Finally, there is no will 
to resolve the problems compassionately and in 
a humane way.

Dog-bite is not a trivial matter as a person has 
to undergo immediate treatment in case of  ca-
nine injury otherwise, it could be a serious threat 
to life. This was stated by Livestock Deputy Di-
rector, Dr. Jamshaid Akhtar while talking to the 
media. Dr. Jamshaid observed that the dog bite 
could be dangerous as sometimes the bite leads 
to a rapid spread of  rabies which could become 
fatal.

He advised the dog bite victims to properly 
clean wounds and undergo immunisation within 

a few hours after contact with a suspected rabid 
animal. Similarly, the victims should contact any 
professional medical practitioner instead of  fol-
lowing different haphazard methods for dog bite 
treatment. South Punjab is a backward region 
wherein people follow the slipshot ways for treat-
ment, he said adding, the people at the helm of  
affairs in the part need to be more cautious about 
the incidents of  dog-bites.

To a question about rabies, Dr. Jamshaid in-
formed that rabies was a zoonotic disease (a dis-
ease that is transmitted to humans from animals) 

that was caused by a virus. “The disease infects 
domestic and wild animals, and is spread to peo-
ple through close contacts with infected saliva via 
bites or scratches. Dogs are the source of  99 per-
cent of  human rabies deaths.”

About 2000 to 5000 persons died of  rabies 
annually in the country, Dr. Jamshaid lamented. 
He expressed concern that rabies was a neglected 
disease in the country, although the incidence of  
dog bites was high in the country.  

In 2010, more than 
97000 recorded cases of  
dog bites were report-
ed by the Basic Health 
Units alone. Those man-
aged by secondary and 
tertiary care facilities, 
private practitioners and 
spiritual healers, and 
“hakims” are not record-
ed, he maintained.

Research has revealed 
that most of  the popula-
tion is either unaware of  
the risk of  rabies when 
bitten by dogs, or do not 
seek the right treatment, 
he stated.

To another question, 
he stated lack of  a sur-
veillance system, limited 
access to up-to-date ra-
bies vaccines and immu-
noglobulin, inadequate 
resources and political 
support, a weak collabo-
ration between different 
government departments 
and sectors are contribut-
ing to the increase in ra-
bies-related deaths. 

However, he also re-
marked that  WHO, in 
collaboration with pro-
vincial health authori-
ties, was working to de-
velop dog bite treatment 
centres to strengthen 
post-exposure prophy-
laxis. Plans have been 
made to involve other 
sectors, such as livestock 
authorities and veteri-
nary research centres, in 
rabies control.  

Besides mass aware-
ness on rabies transmis-
sion, prevention, and 
self-protection using 
cost-effective methods 
such as local government 
and community commu-
nication structures, the 

establishment of  rabies treatment centres at each 
district headquarters hospital where health-care 
providers would be trained on management and 
treatment of  dog bites with anti-rabies vaccine, 
were also in the pipeline. The most cost-effective 
and availability of  efficacious anti-rabies vaccines 
in designated rabies treatment centres in all dis-
tricts was also being ensured

The work was also in progress for enactment 
and enforcement of  laws relating to the vaccina-
tion of  pet animals, such as dogs and cats, in order 
to lower rabies incidences.

Similarly, the creation of  a mechanism to de-
crease the stray dog population in districts through 
the use of  modern methods, such as bait vaccina-
tion and dog elimination was in progress also.

Dr. Jamshaid also suggested a comprehensive 
surveillance system to monitor dog bites, and dog 
rabies through the use of  the existing death report-
ing system under local government structures. The 
Deputy Director further remarked that Livestock 
Department (Jalalpur Pirwala) organised a special 
seminar to create awareness about rabies, on the 
occasion of   World Rabies Day. The purpose of  
the day was to make people aware of  the deadly 
viral disease in humans and animals. There is a 
need to sensitise the general public about dog bites 
as many people termed it a trivial matter and ig-
nore proper treatment. Thus such careless human 
behaviour creates troubles. He called upon the 
citizens to vaccinate their pet dogs against rabies. 
The seminar was attended by local people and of-
ficials of  the Livestock Department. n
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The incidents of stray dog biting have increased manifold and 
many people, including women, and children, have lost their 
lives therein. The dogs hang around the streets and chase the 
passersby and bike riders. People are scared to even step out 

of their homes

Stray dogs unleash a 
reign of terror

Dogs are the source of 99 
percent of human rabies deaths. 
Rabies is a neglected disease in 
Pakistan, although the number 

of dog bite incidents in the 
country is very high



T
he official price tag for the Tokyo Olym-
pics is $15.4 billion, which a University 
of  Oxford study says, is the most expen-
sive on record. What else could those bil-

lions buy?
The ballpark figure for building a 300-bed hos-

pital in Japan is $55 million. So you could put up 
almost 300 of  those.

The average elementary school in Japan costs 
about $13 million. For that price, you get 1,200 
schools.

A quick search finds a Boeing 747 is priced at 
roughly $400 million. Voila: 38 jumbo jets for the 
cost of  the Tokyo Olympics.

The point is, Olympic Games are costly and 
may bump aside other priorities. In fact, several 
Japanese government audits say, the real outlay for 
the Tokyo Games is even more than the official 
figure, perhaps twice as much. All but $6.7 billion 
comes from public money from Japanese taxpay-
ers. According to the latest budget, the IOC’s con-
tribution is $1.3 billion. It also chipped in several 
hundred million more after the pandemic.

Olympic costs have been dissected in a study 
by the University of  Oxford, which found that 
all Games since 1960 have had cost overruns av-
eraging 172 percent. Tokyo’s cost overrun is 111 
percent or 244 percent depending on which cost 
figure you select.

“The IOC and host cities have no interest in 
tracking costs because tracking tends to reveal cost 
overruns, which have increasingly become an em-
barrassment to the IOC and host cities,” Oxford 
author Bent Flyvberg said in an email. Flyvberg 
also pointed out that costs would be reduced if  the 
IOC picked up more of  the bills rather than open-
ing organizers’ wallets.

Following costs is a tedious exercise, dotted 
with arguments about what are — and what are 
not — Olympic expenses. Flyvberg explained that 
numbers from different games can be “opaque and 
non-comparable” and require sorting and track-
ing.

“The problem is disentangling what is Olym-
pics cost and what is just general infrastructure 
spending that would have happened anyways but 
was sped up for the Olympics.” Victor Matheson, 
who studies sports economics at College of  the 
Holy Cross, wrote in an email.

For example, The 1964 Tokyo Games, he says, 
“were either one of  the cheapest or one of  the 
most expensive Games depending on how much 
of  the preparation costs count as the Olympics.”

The 2008 Beijing Olympics, usually listed as 
costing more than $40 billion, and the 2014 Sochi 
Winter Olympics — priced at $51 billion — are of-
ten singled out incorrectly as the most expensive.

“The numbers for Beijing and Sochi likely in-
clude wider infrastructure costs: roads, rail, air-
ports, hotels, etc. Our numbers do not,” Flyvberg 
wrote in an email.

The blur around costs — and who pays — al-
lows the IOC to pitch the Olympics as a global 
party that brings the world together and promotes 
world peace. Everybody is seen to benefit, and the 
financial interests of  the not-for-profit IOC are 
hidden behind national flags, pomp and ceremo-
ny, and heart-tugging stories about athletes win-
ning gold and beating the pandemic.

Tokyo, of  course, saw costs soar with the 
postponement. Officials say the delay added $2.8 
billion to the final total. The postponement and 
a subsequent ban on fans, also wiped out virtual-
ly all ticket sales income, which was budgeted at 
$800 million. That shortfall will have to be picked 
up by Japanese government entities — likely the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Government.

Tokyo organizers raised a record $3.3 billion 
from domestic sponsors, driven by giant Japanese 
advertising company Dentsu, Inc. But many spon-
sors complained openly in the runup to the Games 
that their investment was wasted without fans. 
Toyota, one of  the IOC’s top 15 sponsors, pulled 
its Games-related advertising off  the television in 
Japan because of  public discontent about holding 
the Olympics in the middle of  a pandemic.

The big winner appears to be the Switzer-
land-based International Olympic Committee, 
which by holding the Olympics — even without 
fans — assured broadcast rights income of  $3 bil-
lion to $4 billion. The IOC is essentially a sports 
and entertainment business, and almost 75 percent 
of  its income is from selling broadcast rights with 
another 18 percent from sponsors.

The IOC was able to drive the Games forward, 
partly because the terms in the so-called Host City 
Agreement favour the IOC and not the Japanese 
hosts.

In an interview, President Thomas Bach said 
financial interests were not at the center of  the 
IOC’s decision to postpone instead of  cancel.

“We could have canceled the Games 15 months 
ago,” Bach said. “Financially, it would have been 
the easiest solution for the IOC. But we decided at 

the time not to cancel the Games, not to draw on 
the insurance we had at the time.”

The IOC has never said how much insurance 
coverage it has for such eventualities, nor what is 
covered.

So why did Tokyo want the Olympics? Why 
does any city? German sports economist Wolf-
gang Maennig said the Olympics offer a little eco-
nomic boost. So any value must be elsewhere. He 
has often likened the Olympics to throwing a big 
party for your friends and overspending, hoping 
they go away happy and remember you fondly.

“After three decades of  empirical research, 
economists agree that the Olympics do not gener-
ate any significant positive effect on national (or 
even regional) income, employment, tax income, 
tourism, etc.,” Maennig, a 1988 Olympic gold 
medalist in rowing, wrote in an email.

He said any benefits were elsewhere and in-
clude home-field advantage and more medals for 
home athletes, new sporting facilities, enhanced 
international awareness, and fast-track decision 
making around urban regeneration. Japan’s Olym-
pic performance has been in line with that; it has 
won more gold medals and overall medals than 
ever before.

Much of  the Olympic benefit goes to construc-
tion companies and contractors. Tokyo built eight 
new venues. The two most expensive were the Na-
tional Stadium, which cost $1.43 billion, and the 
new aquatic center, priced at $520 million. The 
next two Olympic organizers — Paris in 2024 and 
Los Angeles in 2028 — say they are cutting back 
drastically on new construction. n

The point is, Olympic Games are costly and may bump aside 
other priorities. In fact, several Japanese government audits 
say the real outlay for the Tokyo Games is even more than 
the official figure, perhaps twice as much. All but $6.7 billion 
comes from public money from Japanese taxpayers

Tokyo Olympics 
cost $15.4 billion on 
public money

Olympic costs have been dissect-
ed in a study by the University 
of Oxford, which found that all 

Games since 1960 have had cost 
overruns averaging 172 percent. 
Tokyo’s cost overrun is 111 per-
cent or 244 percent depending 
on which cost figure you select
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T
he State Bank of  
Pakistan (SBP) 
has announced 
plans to intro-

duce digital cheques clear-
ing and a unified QR code 
for payments in a bid to 
promote digital financial 
products and services by 
financial institutions to 
benefit all segments of  so-
ciety. Governor State Bank 
of  Pakistan, Dr. Reza 
Baqir, announced two new 
initiatives at the fifth stake-
holders’ meeting on digital 
financial services.

The digital cheque 
clearing-one of  the initia-
tives aimed at accelerating 
digitalization and financial 
inclusion would replace 
physical presentation and 
clearing of  cheques, there-
by reducing substantial-
ly the time involved, the 
spokesperson said, adding 
that the second initiative, 
the introduction of  a uni-
fied QR code, would allow 
payments by users from 
any digital application 
eliminating the need to use 
separate apps.

The meeting was at-
tended by a wide range 
of  stakeholders including 
Chairman PTA, Major 
General (R) Amir Azeem 
Bajwa; Chairmen FBR, 
Asim Ahmed; Chairman 
NADRA, Muhammad 
Tariq Malik; Country Di-
rector of  the World Bank, 
Najy Benhassine; and 
representative from Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation. Representatives 
from Accountant Gener-
al of  Pakistan Revenue 
(AGPR), Controller Gen-
eral of  Accounts (CGA), 
Ministry of  IT and Telecommunication (MoITT), 
Ministry of  Commerce were also present. The finan-
cial sector was represented by CEOs of  Banks, Mi-
crofinance Banks and Electronic Money Institutions 
(EMIs), PSOs and PSPs as well as several other dig-
ital financial services stakeholders. During the meet-
ing, the SBP and the PTA announced the formation 
of  the SBP-PTA joint task force to work towards 
the prevention of  digital financial services frauds. In 
addition, the SBP and the FBR have also agreed to 
form a joint committee to collaborate on a regular 
basis to increase digitization in the economy. These 
and other initiatives have led to 30 and 20 percent 
growth in internet and mobile banking respectively 
in the third quarter of  Financial Year 21, compared 
to the same period last year, the statement added. Dr. 
Reza Baqir speaking on the occasion expressed his 
commitment that SBP would continue to promote 
innovative digital financial services. He said he was 
ready to facilitate those endeavors by resolving issues 
as far as possible.

He appreciated stakeholders’ support in facilitat-
ing the digital initiatives of  the SBP, particularly by 
the FBR, NADRA, and the PTA in moving forward 
the drive for digital financial services.

The forum was briefed about the significant prog-
ress made on issues identified earlier by the industry 
including removal or reduction of  taxes and duties by 
the FBR on import of  Point of  Sale (PoS) machines 
used for accepting payment cards, facilitation of  re-
mote account opening by NADRA, and a review 
of the pricing mechanism for verification of  mobile 
SIMs by telecom industry with the help of  the PTA. 
Briefing the participants on the progress made on the 

SBP’s Raast payment platform, Governor Baqir said 
that the second phase of  person-to-person payments 
would be launched by October 2021 for which banks 
were being integrated with Raast. He also shared 
that the SBP was actively exploring the development 
of  Open Banking, which allows sharing and leverag-
ing of  ‘customer-permissioned’ information among 
financial institutions to facilitate consumer choice, 
promote competition and efficiency in the financial 
sector, and encourage the introduction of  innovative 
products and services to benefit consumers.

The spokesperson in-
formed that stakeholders 
meetings were started by 
Governor SBP in October, 
2019 to bring key players 
from the public and pri-
vate sector together for 
sharing information and 
co-ordinate the resolution 
of  the cross-cutting issues 
in a collaborative manner 
to accelerate the digitiza-
tion of  financial services 
and promote the vision for 
Digital Pakistan.

A couple of  weeks ago, 
the State Bank of  Pakistan 
(SBP) had directed banks 
to enhance their grievance 
handling mechanism in 
pursuit of  strengthening 
the consumer protection 
regime and market con-
duct of  the industry.

The SBP has been fo-
cusing on improving the 
grievance handling mech-
anisms at banks, microfi-
nance banks (MFBs), and 
Development Finance In-
stitutions (DFIs) (herein-
after referred to as banks) 
with the aim to provide 
more affordable, accessi-
ble, fair, accountable and 
efficient grievance redres-
sal.

In this regard, the cen-
tral bank conducted a de-
tailed review of complaint 
handling practices at 
banks, primarily focusing 
on ‘ease of  lodgment’ and 
‘quick and fair disposal’ of  
complaints.

Based on the findings 
of  the review and the role 
of  complaints in improvis-
ing banking services, the 
SBP has directed the banks 
to enhance the grievance 
handling mechanism de-

ployed at their end. The central bank is in contin-
uous pursuit of  strengthening the consumer protec-
tion regime and market conduct of  the industry. For 
this purpose, various measures have been taken by 
the SBP to enhance responsible complaint handling 
by the banks, as they handle more than 97 percent of  
complaints related to the banking industry, in a year. 
The SBP has prescribed mandatory modes of  com-
plaint lodgement to banks with a direction to ensure 
their availability and accessibility at all times. These 
include call centres, emails, e-forms, surface mail, 
fax, and complaint boxes/registers. Additionally, 
the banks have also been encouraged to invest in in-
novative modes of  complaint lodging like receiving 
complaints through SMS/call back service, mobile 
applications, self-service kiosks and other social me-
dia platforms. Such investment would not only boost 
convenience for customers, it would also help banks 
capture/handle complaints in a better way. Banks 
have also been advised to send awareness SMS mes-
sages at least on a bi-annual basis to create adequate 
awareness regarding the complaint lodgment modes 
deployed. For better tracking of  complaints by the 
customers, the provision of  complaint tracking 
numbers in written form has been made mandatory. 
Similarly, special focus has been laid on quick and 
meritorious disposals of  complaints. Further, the 
SBP has also enhanced the reporting requirements 
on complaint handling in light of  the international 
and local needs/trends.

Besides, banks have been advised to ensure pro-
vision of  adequate support to complaint handling 
functions at banks in terms of  human resources, in-
formation technology, and training, etc. n

INSIGHT  |     FLARE REPORT

FACEBOOK.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL     |       TWITTER.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEPK         |         JULY 15 -  AUGUST 15, 2021 

4 6

The meeting was attended by a wide range of stakeholders 
including Chairman PTA, Major General (R) Amir Azeem 
Bajwa; Chairmen FBR, Asim Ahmed; Chairman NADRA, 
Muhammad Tariq Malik; Country Director of the World Bank, 
Najy Benhassine; and representative from Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation

SBP to introduce 
digital cheque 

clearing, unified QR 
code for payments

Representatives from Accoun-
tant General of Pakistan 

Revenue (AGPR), Controller 
General of Accounts (CGA),

Ministry of IT and Telecommuni-
cation (MoITT), Ministry of Com-

merce were also present. The 
financial sector was represented 
by CEOs of Banks, Microfinance 
Banks and Electronic Money In-
stitutions (EMIs), PSOs and PSPs 

as well as several other digital 
financial services stakeholders





O
ver the last 
ten years, the 
world has rap-
idly developed. 

Digital applications are 
replacing paper-based pro-
cesses, freeing up the time 
and resources needed to 
file, organize, and manage 
paper documents.

Digital workflows are 
more efficient for govern-
ment employees. Cloud 
computing and the cost-ef-
fectiveness of  mobile de-
vices means, documents 
can be accessed and up-
dated anytime anywhere.

It’s not just govern-
ment employees who ben-
efit. More citizens have ac-
cess to the Internet either 
at home or through their 
mobile devices, and they 
are becoming accustomed 
to e-commerce in various 
areas of  their lives. As 
your constituents’ com-
fort and access to tech-
nology grows, paperless 
on-demand services will 
not only be expected from 
their governments, they 
will also be a necessity.

1. Saves employees 
time:

When documents are 
stored in the cloud in-
stead of  in physical files, 
you save time requesting 
documents from other 
departments, searching 
for misplaced reports, or 
physically updating files. 
Even tasks, like printing 
meeting notes and physi-
cally delivering them to co-
workers can be eliminated 
through digital workflows.

2. Automates tasks:
Document manage-

ment automation lets you 
remove steps and tasks along a project’s journey. 
By setting up digital workflows, you can track proj-
ect status, automatically notify the correct people 
once a milestone is reached, and create reminders 
so tasks don’t get bottlenecked with certain employ-
ees or departments. Digital forms, filled out by the 
public and employees, can automatically populate 
databases with information, reducing the need for 
manual data entry.

3. Makes data more accessible:
By centralizing your data storage in the cloud, it 

becomes more accessible. Case workers can access 
and update files from their mobile devices. Proper-
ty-specific data can be retrieved in real-time from 
your government’s GIS platform, ensuring that ev-
ery department has access to the most current data. 
Files can be located through simple queries, rather 
than through hours-long searches of  the civic ar-
chives.

4. Cuts costs:
The time cost of  having manually input data 

and physically manage files are saved when agen-
cies move to digital document management. Cost 
savings can also be realized by not having to print 
and mail documents to citizens, and through online 
payment options that reduce the processing costs for 
transactions.

5. Empowers mobile workers:
When an inspector visits a property, he or she 

can view and update the property’s file in real-time 
via a mobile device. This cuts out the time needed to 
enter the data later on, and because the document is 
located in the cloud, it means all departments have 
immediate access to completely up-to-date informa-

tion as soon as the inspector updates.
6. Brings your departments together:
With centralized documents, all your depart-

ments will be working together from the same in-
formation. This means it will be easier for employ-
ees across all departments to access, manage, and 
make decisions based on current and accurate data. 
Costly human error is reduced, communication bot-
tlenecks are removed, and departments can collab-
orate seamlessly.

7. Needs less space:
How much space is your organization currently 

using to store physical documents? Not only are you 
paying to lease that space, but it requires a physi-
cal search to uncover specific documents. A cloud-
based storage system requires little to no physical 
space.

8. It’s more secure:
Dust, mold, fire, floods, air conditioner leaks, 

mice…. The list of  problems that may affect paper 
documents, is open to fill a whole file box itself. 
By going paperless, critical information is securely 
stored in the cloud and constantly backed up, mean-
ing that you’ll always have access to critical informa-
tion, even in a disaster.

9. Provides better transparency:

Automated workflows 
can provide better trans-
parency for government 
processes, by automatical-
ly notifying constituents 
as each step is reached. 
And when public data is 
made available digitally 
in searchable databases, 
rather than only through 
individual request, it 
saves time and money of  
the government agencies 
spent on complying with 
open data requests.

10. On-demand ser-
vice for constituents:

Paperless processes 
provide on-demand access 
for constituents to appli-
cations, information, and 
other services that tradi-
tionally require a trip to 
city hall. This allows citi-
zens to access information 
24/7, and by moving pro-
cesses to digital, govern-
ments can become more 
efficient in processing 
claims, applications, and 
license requests. On the 
hand, the Federal Cabinet 
approved the country’s 
first-ever government’s 
Digital Advertisement 
Policy 2021, under which 
advertisements will be 
made digital while en-
suring transparency. The 
objective of  the policy 
is to provide a broader 
framework for Govern-
ment advertisements and 
communications in order 
to inform and inculcate 
awareness among the 
masses on the issues of  
public importance/inter-
est and achievements of  
the government in print, 
electronic, social, digital, 
new, and the allied media.

Federal Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry 
announced it while addressing a press conference 
after the cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan. In the first place, the Press Informa-
tion Department will be shifted to a digital format 
to make it paperless. The Minister said the govern-
ment would now also sanction advertisements to 
the digital media. “I wrote a letter to the Finance 
Ministry in 2018, informing it that Rs. three to four 
billion were being spent on digital ads at the time, 
which has now increased to Rs. 25 billion.” The 
Federal Board of  Revenue has not yet framed its 
policy on it, but the government has taken advertise-
ment in the advanced mood. First, the government 
has introduced transparency and adjustment has 
been made in rates of  advertisement and payments 
were scheduled. Digital advertisement would bring 
a new revolution into digital media.”

Back in March, when the portfolio of  Informa-
tion Ministry was held by Shibli Faraz, the Minis-
try announced its intention to introduce a Digital 
Media Advertising Policy, keeping in view the rising 
trend of  social media and internet surfing. Federal 
Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Senator 
Shibli Faraz, Focal Person to PM on Digital Media, 
Dr. Arslan Khalid and GM Digital Media Wing, 
Imran Ghazali had also briefed the Prime Minister 
in this regard.

The Premier was briefed that currently there 
are 93 million internet users in Pakistan and over 
45 million social media users, and the number is 
continuously growing. So keeping in view the rising 
trend, a mechanism for the release of  public sector 
advertisements on digital media was proposed. n
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It’s not just government employees who benefit. More 
citizens have access to the Internet either at home or 
through their mobile devices, and they are becoming 

accustomed to e-commerce in various areas of their lives

Why should your 
government go 

paperless?

In the first place, the Press 
Information Department will be 

shifted to a digital format to make 
it paperless



I
t’s already generat-
ing headlines in the 
world of  technology, 
but what is 6G, and 

when will you be able to 
get it? Right now, 5G is 
here. You can buy a 5G 
smartphone, and enjoy all 
the benefits of  a 5G data 
connection today. How-
ever, technology never 
stops, and there is already 
talk about the next step in 
the world of  mobile con-
nectivity.

There’s a growing 
amount of  6G informa-
tion out there, and much 
of  it is built around just a 
few reports and studies. 
Let’s clear some things 
up about 6G, and find out 
what the state of  this fu-
ture tech really is.

Is 6G real?
Yes and no. Yes, 6G 

(or whatever it’s eventu-
ally called) will eventually 
replace 5G, but 6G is not 
yet a functioning technol-
ogy and is instead in the 
early research phase. Mo-
bile telecom companies 
are much too focused on 
5G to deal with 6G in any 
significant way, although 
early research projects 
have begun, thanks to 
funding from govern-
ments that want to gain 
an edge.

When is 6G coming?
“It’s a little too early to 

talk about 6G.”
Not our words, but 

the words of  Ericsson’s 
chief  technology offi-
cer (CTO) Erik Ekud-
den during MWVC 2019 
Shanghai in July 2019. 
Then, in December 2020, 
Verizon CTO Kyle Mala-
dy followed by saying, “I 
really don’t know what 
the hell 6G is.” We’ll say 
it again: It’s all about 5G 
at the moment. But if  the 
research is only just start-
ing, when will 6G launch? 
Ekudden estimates that it 
would be about a decade before 6G comes along, a 
prediction which fits in with both Huawei founder 
Ren Zhengfei, who told CNBC in September 2019 
that 6G was at least ten years away. A 2021 report 
by ABI Research predicted that early commercial 
deployment will occur in 2028 and 2029, with more 
widespread rollouts coming in the following years.

How fast will 6G be?
We don’t know how fast 6G will be yet, but esti-

mates have it around 100 times faster than 5G. The 
final standards that will define what a 6G connec-
tion is will probably be down to the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU). The ITU recent-
ly nailed down the standards for 5G (which it re-
fers to as IMT-2020) after more than eight years of  
work and is expected to start a similar process for 
6G soon.

That hasn’t stopped experts guessing how fast 
6G will be. One of  the most often quoted is from 
Dr. Mahyar Shirvanimoghaddam from the Uni-
versity of  Sydney, who claims 6G could deliver 
mind-boggling speeds of  1TB per second or 8,000 
gigabits per second. Forget one movie downloading 
in a few seconds from Netflix with 5G, with 6G 
speeds like that, in just one second you could down-
load 142 hours of  Netflix movies. As for the ITU, 

it hasn’t published much on 6G yet. In May 2019 
it talked about IMT-2030, which it describes as a 
hybrid network and an upgrade to 5G—rather than 
a new network entirely, which we expect 6G to be.

What will 6G mean to you? It’ll be like 5G, but 
more so even higher speeds, even lower latency, 
and masses of  bandwidth. Researchers and scien-
tists are talking about 6G going beyond a “wired” 
network, with devices acting as antennas using a 
decentralized network not under the control of  a 
single network operator. If  everything connects us-

ing 5G, 6G will set these 
connected devices free, 
as higher data speeds 
and lower latency make 
instant device-to-device 
connection possible.

Who is working on 
6G?

Throughout 2020 and 
early 2021, research ini-
tiatives into 6G became 
more popular as govern-
ments around the world 
started researching possi-
bilities, eager to embrace 
new technology ahead of  
rivals. This can be broken 
down into several key in-
vestments recently made.

According to China’s 
official news agency, the 
nation has already put a 
6G experimental satel-
lite into orbit. The satel-
lite is reported as being 
one of  13 new satellites 
deployed by China on 
the Long March-6 rock-
et launch in November 
2020. The China Global 
Television Network also 
reported that the satellite 
weighed 70 kilograms and 
was made to help perform 
data transmission tests at 
long distances along the 
terahertz spectrum. The 
satellite could potentially 
be used to monitor crops, 
forest fires, and other en-
vironmental data. 

In Europe, the 6G 
Flagship project is work-
ing to combine research 
on 6G technologies, cur-
rently centered in the 
University of  Oulu of  
Finland.

Japan is devoting $482 
million to help 6G be-
come widespread in the 
next few years. This fund-
ing will also build a facil-
ity where researchers can 
develop wireless projects. 
The country’s overall goal 
is to highlight the stand-
out mobile technologies 
by 2025.

In Germany, Voda-
fone Germany announced in 2021 that it was es-
tablishing a 6G research facility in Dresden.

In South Korea, it’s no surprise that Samsung is 
working on 6G, and sees the technology as particu-
larly promising for advanced technology like holo-
grams. They are another organization that is pred-
icating the first rollout of  6G may happen as early 
as 2028. In Russia, the R&D institute NIIR and the 
Skolkovo Institute of  Science and Technology re-
leased a 2021 forecast predicting that 6G networks 
could become available as soon as 2035.

As for the U.S., the 6G effort is more private than 
government-fueled, although the federal govern-
ment did announce a partnership with South Korea 
over 6G research in 2021. Some mobile companies 
in America are progressing with their own 6G de-
velopment. Notably, AT&T, Verizon, and T-Mobile 
are leading an industry initiative with ATIS called 
the Next G Alliance to help organize and further 
6G research throughout North America. 

For now, 5G is just beginning to get interesting, 
and with at least ten years to go before the first hint 
of  a 6G network comes along, let’s enjoy some of  
the exciting tech 5G will bring us before then. With 
6G on the horizon in 2030 or later, more informa-
tion as the technology develops and progresses. n

China has already put a 6G experimental satellite into orbit. 
The satellite is reported as being one of 13 new satellites 

deployed by China on the Long March-6 rocket launch in 
November 2020. The satellite weighed 70 kilograms and 
was made to help perform data transmission tests at long 

distances along the terahertz spectrum. The satellite could 
potentially be used to monitor crops, forest fires, and other 

environmental data 

6G is 100 times 
faster than 5G

In South Korea, it’s no surprise 
that Samsung is working on 

6G, and sees the technology as 
particularly promising for 
advanced technology like 

holograms. They are another 
organization that is predicat-
ing the first rollout of 6G may 

happen as early as 2028
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v
ivo, a leading global smartphone brand, 
launched its latest smartphone under the 
youth-centric V Series – the V21e. It is said 
to be a perfect fit for all the new-age con-

tent creators, fashionistas, selfie enthusiasts, and 
gamers. The new device is a trendy and stylish 
smartphone with innovative features, spontaneous 

performance, and a budget-friendly price. V21e 
holds a strong capability to perform daily tasks, 
from business purposes and gaming, to capturing 
fond memories. Let’s dive deep into the key fea-
tures of  the smartphone:

Powerful Camera for a outstanding 
photography 

We personally liked the 44MP eye autofocus 

front camera, which helps to click stunning pic-
tures using the AF tracking capability that track 
the eyes of  the subject for better clarity and focus. 
The front camera has an f/2.0 aperture to allow 
for greater light exposure even in environments 
where lighting is limited. 

The smartphone also has other high-end fea-
tures like Dual-View Video, Slo-Mo Selfie Video, 
4K Selfie Video, and Steadiface Selfie Video for 
the front camera. These are some very useful fea-
tures for new-age content creators who create a 
variety of  content such as slo-mo videos, selfies, 

vlogs, or like to interact with their audiences live.
On the rear, V21e has a 64MP Night camera 

that produces exceptional image quality with 
the support of  two secondary cameras, an 8MP 
wide-angle camera and a 2MP macro camera, 
to manage complex shots and enhance the over-
all photography experience. It also has the Super 
Night Mode, Stylish Night Filter, Art Portrait Vid-
eo, and Ultra Stable Video to click professional 
photographs and videos in all environments. 

The smartphone is equipped with Electron-
ic Image Stabilization (EIS) in both the front 
and rear cameras to bring in better stabilization 
through software algorithms without the need for 
additional hardware, saving space and thus reduc-
ing the size of  the phone.

Sleek design for the stylish look 
vivo V21e has an elegant, sleek design aesthet-

ic that looks premium from every angle! vivo is 
known for its revolutionary smartphone designs, 
and its world-class design team has yet again de-
livered a smartphone that elevates your style quo-
tient. The smartphone has a unique frame design 
that looks sturdy, smooth, and lightweight. V21e 
features a 7.38 mm thin AG Glass design inspired 
by natural colour themes, giving it a striking yet 
well-balanced look.

The smartphone has a vibrant E3 AMOLED 
display that delivers smooth visual effects and re-
duces motion blur. The screen provides optimal 
screen brightness, contrast, vividness, and eye pro-
tection against blue light. 

Strong performance with a competent battery 
With the Qualcomm Snapdragon 720G pro-

cessor coupled with 128GB ROM and 8GB + 3GB 
extendable RAM, the performance of  the V21e 
has been nothing short of  outstanding. Thanks to 
the abundance of  RAM, multitasking and navi-
gating through the operating system have been ul-
tra-smooth. V21e also has an Ultra Game Mode 
that reduces lags and stutters for an immersive 
gaming experience. 

It is a powerhouse of  advanced features. The 
33W Flash-Charge powers up the phone in no 
time and offers extended battery hours. Coupled 
with its long-lasting battery, the feature has been 
super helpful, especially on the go, for playing 
games, creating content, and exploring its features. 

Conclusion
vivo V21e is an all-rounder smartphone that 

delivers a holistic smartphone experience at the 
price of  PKR 45,999 only. This is something you 
cannot miss! n
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The new device is a trendy and stylish smartphone with 
innovative features, spontaneous performance, and a budget-
friendly price. V21e holds a strong capability to perform daily 
tasks, from business purposes and gaming, to capturing fond 
memories

vivo V21e hands-on 
experience: A highly 
capable smartphone 
for young smartphone 
enthusiasts The smartphone has a vibrant E3 

AMOLED display that 
delivers smooth visual effects and 
reduces motion blur. The screen 
provides optimal screen bright-

ness, contrast, vividness, and eye 
protection against blue light





  Karachi: Careem, the Super 
App for the greater Middle East 
and Pakistan has recently an-
nounced its partnership with 
Jazz, Pakistan’s number one 4G 
operator and the largest internet 
and broadband service 
provider. This partnership al-
lows Careem access to Jazz’s 
campaign management tools 
and provide its colleagues and 
restaurant merchants with 
GSM cellular service.  

Under this partnership, Jazz 
will provide tailored and afford-
able GSM voice and data serv-
ices for Careem’s employees and 
restaurant merchants, enabling 
seamless connectivity across the 
country. The announcement 
was made following a signing 
ceremony that was held in 
Karachi under the presence of  
senior management from both 
companies.  

Commenting on the partner-
ship, Zeeshan Baig, Country 
General Manager and CEO, 
said: “We are super delighted to 
partner with Jazz to provide our 

colleagues and merchants with 
seamless network solutions. This 
partnership is an embodiment of 

how companies can come to-
gether to provide their employees 
and other key stakeholders with 
solutions that create their day-to-
day tasks hassle-free” 

Syed Ali Naseer, Chief Busi-
ness Officer at Jazz, stated: “By 
enabling and empowering those 
who were previously immobile, 
Careem has truly revolutionized 
travel across the region. We’re 
happy to partner with such trail 
blazers and hope to collaborate 
in more so in the future. Such 
synergies are imperative to con-

tinue developing a more digital 
Pakistan.”  

Careem which recently be-

came a Super App has more 
than 800,000 Captains registered 
on its platform so far. Trans-
forming into a Super App; Ca-
reem offers multiple 
opportunities as it expands its 
services from the mobility of peo-
ple to adding mobility of things 
as well as mobility of money in-
cluding food, daily essential de-
liveries, peer to peer credit 
transfer and mobile top-ups. 

Jazz successfully rolls out 

Massive MIMO technology to de-

liver premium LTE experience 

Islamabad: Jazz, Pakistan’s 
number one 4G operator and 
the largest internet and broad-
band service provider, has 
made a major innovative head-
way by becoming the coun-
try’s first operator to 
commercially rollout Massive 
MIMO (Multiple-Input Multi-
ple-Output) technology. This 
technological advancement 
helps enhance network capac-
ities, benefitting customers 
through increased network 
coverage as well as higher data 
speeds and better user experi-
ence.  

MIMO is conventionally a 
wireless technology that uses 
makes use of  multiple trans-
mitters and receivers to trans-
fer more data at the same time 
while Massive MIMO takes a 
leap forward to supercharge 
MIMO with large number of  
transmitters and receivers 
(32TR, 64TR) and is regarded 
as a key 5G technology en-
abler. 

Massive MIMO pushes 4G 

to limits comparable to 5G 
and is generally regarded as a 
4.9G technology. A Dual-
Band Massive MIMO solution 
is leveraging existing infra-
structure and spectrum to ful-
fill the users’ extensive data 
capacity demands. 

Jazz Chief  Technology Of-
ficer, Khalid Shehzad said, 
“We see that our customers 
are increasingly using high-
bandwidth applications which 
resultantly puts pressure on ex-
isting network capabilities. 
Massive MIMO essentially al-
lows us the freedom to provide 
more data at greater speeds, 
enabling our customers to use 
the enhanced services on their 
existing 4G devices. Network 
speeds will be faster than ever, 
which will significantly im-
prove the end-user experience. 
Jazz is committed to develop-
ing an ecosystem that supports 
the government’s Digital Pak-
istan vision and the evolving 
technology needs of  individu-
als and businesses.”n
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Careem to connect its merchants and employ-
ees through Jazz's communications solutions
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  Lahore: U Microfi-
nance Bank Limited and 
Kashf  Foundation signed 
an agreement to digitize 
the loan repayments and 
disbursement. Through 
this collaboration, U Mi-
crofinance Bank will ex-
tend its channel services 
to Kashf  Foundation for 
providing easy and secure 
loan collection and dis-
bursements services 
through UPaisa Mobile 
wallets to its customers.  

Speaking at the occa-
sion Mr. Kabeer Naqvi - 
President & CEO of  U 
Microfinance Bank said 

that “We strongly believe 
that collaboration be-

tween traditional microfi-
nance and digitization is 
necessary to build a for-

ward looking financial 
sector geared towards 

serving a larger segment 
of  financially excluded 
society. These collabora-

tions will become sta   rting 
point for access to credit, 

saving, health insurance 
and much more.  We are 
excited about our part-

nership with a microfi-
nance pioneer like Kashf  
Foundation which will 
unlock potential for both 
partners by streamlining 
services and bring effi-
ciency and ease to the 
lives of  the customers”. 

Ms. Roshaneh Zafar, 
MD and CEO - Kashf  
Foundation said that “In-
creasing access to digital 
financial services is a 
powerful tool to enhance 
women’s economic op-
portunities to drive sus-
tainable growth in the 
country.  In this endeavor, 
Kashf  Foundation is 

pleased to partner with U 
Microfinance Bank Lim-
ited to provide access to 
innovative digital solu-
tions to socially and eco-
nomically empower 
women micro-entrepre-
neurs across Pakistan. 
There is no doubt that 
promoting women em-
powerment leads to 
healthier families, pros-
perous communities and 
a thriving economy.” 

This joint step will 
further enhance U Bank’s 
and Kashf  Foundation’s 
work for financial inclu-
sion in Pakistan.n 

U Microfinance Bank & Kashf Foundation join hands 
for digitization of loan repayments and disbursements

  Islamabad: PTCL 
and Ufone have inducted 
top 50 graduates across 
Pakistan through its flag-
ship internship program 
‘Experia’ to provide stu-
dents and fresh graduates 
hands-on working experi-
ence at PTCL Group.   

Students were on-
boarded through a rigor-
ous and well-honed 
selection procedure as 
Experia has become one 
of  the most sought-after 

internship program in the 
country. This year more 

than 2700 young gradu-

ates applied for Experia 
Program.  Top 50 candi-

dates with excellent com-

petencies and potential 
were selected after under-

going detailed assess-

ment. The successful can-
didates have been placed 
at PTCL and Ufone of-
fices in different cities to 
work on real-time busi-
ness projects, along 
PTCL Group team mem-
bers. 

Syed Mazhar Hus-
sain, Group Chief  
Human Resource Officer, 
PTCL & Ufone, said: 
“We welcome the new 
batch of  ‘Experians’ at 
PTCL & Ufone. I con-

gratulate all those who 
have successfully quali-
fied for the program and 
look forward to reward-
ing engagement with 
them. Through Experia, 
PTCL and Ufone aim to 
revitalize the youth by 
providing them with 
great opportunities 
through this program at 
PTCL Group, which will 
serve as a launching pad 
to propel these graduates 
ahead in their careers.” .n 

PTCL Group inducts top 50 graduates across Pakistan 
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IsIslamabad: U Microfi-
nance Bank in collaboration 
with the Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) led a tree 
plantation drive on 6th August 
2021 in I-8 Kachnar Park Is-
lamabad. The plantation took 
place on approximately 1.5 
acres of  land and consisted of  
6000 trees making it the largest 
Miyawaki Forest in Islamabad. 

U Microfinance Bank 
strives to become a triple-bot-
tom-line focused company 
with “People, Planet and 
Profit” at the center of  its vi-
sion. This is the third year that 
U Bank has participated in the 
annual tree plantation drive, 
which is part of  U Bank’s 
larger vision to reduce its car-
bon and waste footprint and 
introduce products while keep-
ing the effects of  climate 
change in mind. 

Addressing the gathering 
U Bank’s President & CEO, 
Mr. Kabeer Naqvi said: “Cli-
mate change threat is very 
real and is already here. All 
of  us have to collectively 
work at organizational and 
individual levels to mitigate 
the devastating effects of  de-
forestation and land degrada-
tion, which have placed 
Pakistan in the list of  climat-
ically very vulnerable coun-
tries globally. U Bank will 
continue to play its part in en-
vironmental protection and 
regeneration-related initia-
tives and projects. We hope 
that more companies and 
people will come forward and 
join hands in addressing this 
cause which requires imme-
diate and utmost attention. 
We only have one planet. We 
must respect and protect it.”n

U Microfinance 
Bank & CDA join 

hands to plant the 
largest Miyawaki 

Forest in Islamabad

TECNO Pakistan pre-
sented CAMON 17 series re-
cently, and we had numerous 
inquiries that how it's been 
for clients. There isn't any-
thing to stress over on the 
grounds now that we have its 
details and a handset in our 
hands. We owe a genuine 
survey to our supporters. 

You know we do not 
keep its undertone. Thus, ex-
pect only a straightforward 
review of  the CAMON 17 
series. Here we go!  

CAMON 17 Is the Pho-
tography Treasure  

What bodes well from 
the actual name, CAMON 
17 is the photography smart-
phone that can annul the 
need to purchase a DSLR. 
The back and selfie cameras, 
both are exceptional in their 
way with certain coolest 
highlights.  

Presumably, TECNO 
Pakistan needed to offer 
something to the always ex-
citing youth who loves to 

gain visual experiences. Fur-
thermore, gen-Z loves to uti-
lize online media for even 
minor subtleties. Along 
these lines, when a reason-
able telephone offers quality 
and richness in camera qual-

ity, for what reason a person 
would not need it!  

Catch Clicks and Videos 
with Coolest Features  

Indeed! Artificially intel-
ligent features like auto-
focus, video bokeh, magic 
pixels, HD-zoom quality, all 

go well when you think 
about a photography tele-
phone and CAMON 17 se-
ries has these highlights.  

You can catch the clear-
est selfies with the 16 MG 
camera or snap the pictures 

from the 48 MP back cam. 
We don't need to persuade 
you about the astounding 
camera quality. You must 
have known TECNO a bit, 
so you would realize they 
don't believe in average.  

They are a colossal cell 

phone brand in Pakistan. 
They generally set forward 
quality for their customers. 
Thus, we likewise didn't ex-
pect anything short of  that.  

Security Features Got 
Updated  

Not simply CAMON 17 
has the photo features, it 
likewise got the updated se-
curity highlights. We should 
discuss them individually.  

First is the coolest theft 
alert, which goes off  if  there 
should arise an occurrence 
of  crisis. It implies if  your 
telephone gets burglarized, 
you can make it go off.  

Another element is the 
security insurance highlights 
is that your screen goes dull 
other than the space you are 
working on. We know how it 
feels that a close-by outsider 
or relative continues to steal 
glances at our telephones 
and causes an irritating cir-
cumstance. This element of  
CAMON 17 will assist with 
staying away from that. n

What makes camon 17 better than other phones?

Islamabad: UPaisa has in-
troduced government pay-
ments including token tax, 
traffic challan, FBR/PRA pay-
ments, and excise and taxation 
payments in Sindh, through its 
mobile app as well as USSD. 

UPaisa is leveraging its in-
novative digital financial 
ecosystem to facilitate hassle-
free payments to government 
departments that earlier took a 
lot of  time and effort. Besides 
hundreds of  other organiza-
tions, UPaisa users can now 
send payments to the said govt 
departments with ease. 

According to UPaisa, the 
best time for availing the serv-
ice is now because it is offering 
1000MBs free for 3 days on 
payments through the UPaisa 
app or USSD. Here is how 
users can make government 
payments through the UPaisa 
app or USSD.n 

UPaisa introduces 
government pay-

ments

Hashoo School of Hospitality Management 
joins hands with LCS

Lahore: Hashoo School of 
Hospitality Management 
(HSHM) has collaborated with 
Lahore Consultancy Services 
(LCS), a sister company of  
BlueSky Students Consultancy 
Services. 

In this connection, a mem-
orandum of  understanding 
(MoU) was signed by Maj (R) 
Faisal Naeem Khan, Director 
Education, Hashoo School of  
Hospitality Management, Ms 
Aroosha Qamar, Director Op-
erations, and Muhammad 
Aslam Khan Lohdi, Director 
Marketing and Development 
from Lahore Consultancy 
Services, in PC Hotel, Lahore. 

HSHM is Pakistan’s first 
premier hospitality and 
tourism management school in 

collaboration with Sheffield 
Hallam University, UK, and in 
partnership with Construction 
Technology Training Institute 

(CTTI). HSHM’s first campus 
is located on IJP Road Islam-
abad and is now accepting ad-

missions for fall semester 2021. 
Lahore Consultancy Serv-

ices is a leading consultancy 
firm providing educational 

guidance and dedicated to skill 
development of students. LCS 
is also providing guidance to 
students for their career devel-
opment as well.  

After having studied for 
two years at HSHM, qualifying 
students will have the option to 
study the third academic year 
at Sheffield Hallam University 
in the UK to complete their 
BSc Hons degree. This is a 
golden opportunity for students 
who want to save a substantial 
cost while obtaining an inter-
national hospitality degree that 
is recognised worldwide along 
with landing a confirmed job 
as soon as they graduate.n  

TCL unveils its new 2021 C series QLED TV in Pakistan
  Lahore: TCL has  launched 

its latest Quantum Dot LED 
(QLED) TV, the C725 Series in 
Pakistan. Last year, TCL had 
introduced the Hi-Tech QLED 
Range with their C716 and 
C815 range. The new range is 
an upgrade to the C716 Series 
offering a sharper, crisper display 
and enhanced features from its 
predecessor. Coupled with the 
launch of their flagship ground-
breaking Mini LED Technology 
range last month, TCL is now 
offering the widest, most tech-
nologically advanced range of 
QLED TVs in Pakistan, featur-
ing more than 8 TV models.  

The new TV features a 4K 
QLED Quantum Dot panel 
with a 60Hz refresh rate. The 
TV comes with Dolby Vision, 
HDR 10+ technology, 4K res-

olution, AIPQ Engine, and 
supports both MEMC and 
HDMI 2.1 to deliver the best 
picture quality. C725 is inte-
grated with ONKYO certified 

soundbar with Dolby Atmos 
and offers seamless voice 
recognition through hands-
free voice control 2.0. The 
C725 is equipped with two 
9.5W speakers. TCL C725 is 
available in 4 sizes: 50, 55, 65 
and 75 inches and will be 
available across Pakistan 

through their official website, 
brands stores and dealership 
network throughout Pakistan.  

Moreover, the all-new C725 
is equipped with the latest An-
droid R operating system and 
Home entertainment centre 
which gives you access to hun-
dreds of  your favourite appli-
cations. In addition, the built-in 
Chromecast enables effortless 
mirroring of  photos, videos, 
and music directly from your 
smart devices. Further, you do 
not have to worry about pri-
vacy anymore because the 
TCL C725 has a safety guard 
which ensures that your private 
information is kept safe. 

Majid Khan Niazi, Head of 
Marketing at TCL Pakistan, 
commented, “We are excited to 
introduce our latest QLED 

Quantum Dot TV C725. Last 
year we introduced our QLED 
TV range in Pakistan which was 
a significant upgrade in terms of 
the TV viewing experience. This 
year we have expanded our 
range, both in terms of TV fea-
tures and sizes as well as adding 
new display tech like Mini LED 
to the range, giving consumers 
a wide variety of the best tech 
currently available globally.” 

TCL has maintained its po-
sition of being the No. 1 in Pak-
istan and the 2nd Largest TV 
Brand in the Global Consumer 
Electronics industry, with a 
global presence in over 150 
countries, and aims to further 
broaden its footprint across 
the country, by giving cus-
tomers the best Smart CE so-
lutions available globally.n
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  Lahore: In its efforts to reduce in-
equalities and provide access to educa-
tion for all, Telenor Pakistan has signed 
an agreement to scale Orenda’s 
Taleemabad project. This step is in line 
with the organisation’s focus on build-
ing skills for an accelerated digital fu-
ture under its sustainability agenda and 
aims to provide high-quality digital ed-
ucational services to underserved stu-
dents and schools in Pakistan while 
building a sustainable business model. 

Chief  guest of  the occasion, Federal 
Minister for IT and Telecommunica-
tions, Syed Amin ul Haque, said that, 
“A key goal of  the Digital Pakistan Pol-
icy is to create a digital ecosystem with 
infrastructure and institutional frame-
works for the rapid delivery of  innova-
tive digital services, applications and 
content. Collaboration towards achiev-
ing joint ambitions is key for us to truly 
prosper digitally. A philosophy which 
we have adhered to while designing the 
Digital Pakistan Policy 2021. I look for-
ward to supporting Telenor Pakistan, 
Orenda and GSMA in helping us 
achieve essential milestones in our jour-
ney towards digitalisation.” 

Federal Minister further stated that, 
this initiative is a true example of  how 
an innovative idea, leveraged with tech-
nology and partnerships, can be taken 
to scale and how technology can con-

tribute to addressing key developmen-
tal challenges in our society. “I 
appreciate that Telenor Pakistan has al-
ways been at the forefront of  develop-
ing sustainable partnerships supported 
by the latest technologies for the better-
ment of  people of  Pakistan”, he added. 

Via a video message, Federal Min-
ister for Federal Education and Profes-
sional Training Shafqat Mehmood 
appreciated Telenor Pakistan and its 
partners for championing digital edu-

cation and enabling Pakistan’s journey 
towards digital transformation and em-
powering students to learn new skills 
through emerging technologies. 

In his welcome address, Irfan 
Wahab Khan, Chief  Executive Officer, 
Telenor, said, “Telenor Pakistan has 

been at the forefront of  leveraging tech-
nology to make a meaningful impact in 
society. We are committed to introduc-
ing innovative solutions, bridging the 
digital skills gap and contributing to the 
EdTech ecosystem, while empowering 
Pakistan in its journey towards digital-
isation. With this partnership we aim to 
enrich young minds by enabling them 
with the resources to realise their full 
potential.” 

Haroon Yasin, CEO Orenda Wel-
fare Trust said, “When Telenor Pak-
istan first partnered with us five years 
ago, we had reached 1000 children. 
Since then, we’ve used technology in all 
its forms - smartphones, feature phones, 
desktops, even broadcast radio and tel-
evision – and now are impacting the 
lives of  10 million children through 
Taleemabad.” He added, “But our 
journey doesn’t end here - by deepen-
ing our technology infrastructure and 
extending our services to schools with 
the help of  Telenor Pakistan and 
GSMA, we are moving towards realiz-
ing our vision of  making world class 
digital learning accessible to all 71 mil-
lion children across Pakistan.”n

Telenor Pakistan committed to promoting Skills for 
a Digital Future via EdTech

Karachi: Engro Fertilizers Lim-
ited, Pakistan's premier seed-to-har-
vest solutions provider, has been 
recognized as the “Most Innovative 
Fintech Solution Provider”, “Best 
Payment Technology” and “Best 
Banking Tech of  the Year” at the 
prestigious Pakistan Digital Awards 
2021. 

Faced with the challenges of  
COVID-19 pandemic, Engro Fertil-
izers was quick to adapt to the new 
normal and led the industry towards 
digitization in all respects, from cus-
tomer and vendor support to digital 
payment solutions and virtual oper-
ations. This was the first time that 
the company was participating at the 
Pakistan Digital Awards. Out of  the 
94 categories, it was able to bag 

three Best in Class awards at the cer-
emony. Receiving this award, Imran 
Ahmed, CFO of  Engro Fertilizers 
Limited, shared: “The digitization 
journey that we embarked on a cou-
ple of  years back has finally started 
to deliver results as we are now ben-
efiting from improved availability of  
quality information and better con-
trol environment. We are thrilled by 
this recognition that was in the face 
of  stiff  competition. This encour-
ages us to redouble our efforts in 
leveraging digitization to deliver op-
erational excellence and differenti-
ated customer experiences in the 
days and years to come”. 

With “The Best Banking Tech of  
the Year” and “Best Payment Tech-
nology” award, Engro Fertilizers has 

been celebrated for setting new stan-
dards in the fertilizer industry 
through the launch of  various inno-
vative and automated financing so-
lutions in engagement with its 
banking partners. It co-created Pak-
istan’s first-ever solution to electron-
ically manage bank guarantees that 
will transform this banking process. 
The initiative has reduced ordering 
cycle, provided customers conven-
ience by not requiring them to make 
a physical visit to the bank and en-
hanced corporate services. Further, 
the move towards paperless opera-
tions has resulted in a favorable im-
pact on the environment, and 
ensured transparency and swiftness 
of  transactions. 

In the “Most Innovative Fintech 

Data Solution Provider” category, 
the company has been recognized 
for the group-wide implementation 
of  new Enterprise Resource Plan-
ning (ERP) system OneSAP, which 
has been endorsed as Pakistan’s 
largest SAP S/4 HANA digital busi-
ness transformation. By leveraging 
this technology, the company was 
able to achieve the global benchmark 
in financial reporting by ensuring 
monthly closing within 24-hours. 
The OneSAP implementation has 
enabled the company to manage 
business operations remotely with 
flexibility for the employees, reduced 
operational costs, and timely and ac-
curate flow of  financial information 
to the Management to facilitate 
timely decision making.n

Engro Fertilizers wins three awards at Pakistan Digital Awards

Islamabad: Pakistan’s largest 
Digital Bank, Mobilink Microfi-
nance Bank Limited (MMBL) an-
nounced its financial results for the 
first half  of  the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2021. The Bank reinforced 
its market standing as the leading 
Digital Bank by posting a 98% 
growth in total revenue with the 
Profit before Tax (PBT) growing by 
14601% compared to the first half  
of  2020. The Bank successfully 
continued its growth momentum 
from the corresponding year across 
all verticals, while acknowledging 
uncertainties related to COVID-19 
on customer portfolio, behavior, 
and recovery trends.  

Contrary to the industry average 

of  PKR 50,000, MMBL’s average 
loan ticket stood at PKR 168,000 
during the first half  of  the year and 
continues to grow further. The 
Bank’s core banking revenue grew 
by 80% while branchless banking 
revenues witnessed a growth of  
27% during the period.  Similarly, 
the Profit Before Tax of  core and 
branchless banking increased by 
467% and 285% respectively.  

Sharing his thoughts on the 
bank’s performance, Mr. Ghazan-
far Azzam, President & CEO 
MMBL said: “We are glad to regis-
ter impressive growth records 
across all verticals due to our 
strong commercial performance 
and commitment to maintaining 

the highest standards in services 
delivery. However, what truly fuels 
our efforts is our customers’ un-
flinching trust and loyalty in this 
bank. We are fortunate that the 
MMBL family is constantly grow-
ing nationwide to further 
strengthen the bank’s market 
standing. I would also acknowl-
edge the hard work, commitment, 
and excellence of  the entire 
MMBL team that propelled the 
bank to the highest pedestal 
amongst other digital banks.” 

Chief  Finance & Digital Offi-
cer, MMBL, Sardar Mohammad 
Abubakr said: “The current finan-
cial results are a testament to our 
revamped focus on strategic value 

creation through agile business 
models and differentiated cus-
tomer-centric offerings. This has 
been instrumental given the uncer-
tainties linked to COVID-19, the 
impacts of  which the industry as a 
whole will need to navigate with 
out-of-the-box solutions, in coming 
days and months." 

To further augment its cus-
tomers’ digital experience, the 
Bank recently launched its com-
plete digital banking application, 
‘Dost- Powered by MMBL’ to pro-
vide convenient and hassle-free ac-
cess to its expansive digital and 
financial ecosystem round the 
clock, from anywhere in the coun-
try. n

Mobilink Microfinance Bank posts 98% year on year growth in rev-
enues to reinforce market position
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