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(Gas load-
management

plan for winter

The government has finalized the gas load management and
assured no gas load-shedding this winter after gas consumers have
faced a severe shortage of gas and the consequent load-shedding over
the last many years. On the face of it is quite heartening. However,
how would this come about has yet to be seen as the PTI government
has seldom proved its words since it came into power?

S0
ol el
w0

174 :

to the
Inauguration

Ceremony of

I"T-q' ?{"

00T 00T #g

Mera Pakigtin
Mera, Ghar

Helpling

L fomee, PP jooin Doammed s bebier serves in

Mlira Poaki=tan, Merad dhar initiadive

According to a statement, Minister for Energy HammadAzhar Zubair Kasuri Editor-in-Chief 0321-519 7777
while presiding over a meeting on the load rnanagemgnt pla.n, reviewed Matin Haider Resident Editor Islamabad 0333.525 2553
the demand and supply of LNG cargoes for the coming winter season
in view of its demand last year. Officials of Pakistan State Oil and
Pakistan LNG Limited informed the meeting that 10 LNG cargoes Usman Yaqoob Director Marketing 0300-400 0640
would be available in November and December as compared to 11 Syed Farhat Al Manager Marketing 0300-055 2656

cargoes last year. The officials also told the meeting that, unlike past,
the traders this time around, have opted to stay away from the bidding
process for purchasing LNG cargoes due to a sharp increase in LNG Zafar Khan Afridi Senior Graphic Designer
prices at the international market. So this added to the responsibility
of the government to meet the LNG demand to keep the wheel of the
industrial sector running and to keep the general consumers cool.

So the minister expressed his resolve for ensuring smooth and
uninterrupted gas supply to domestic consumers, fertilizer, power,
and export sectors under the gas load-management plan. The meeting

¢
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Azhar Javed General Manager

Umair Shafgat Advocate Legal Panel

Rasool Ahmad Advocate 0300-055 2656
was told that on priority, local gas was allocated to the domestic Shahid Hussain Awan 0322 / 0300-948 0908
consumers. Our 70 percent gas demand is met through local reserves Mirza Nabeel Tahir 0321-520 7551
with an average price of $ 4 per MMBTU. And as many as nine Hassaan Nadeem Khan 0307-680 6070
= cargoes were acquired through long-term contracts, the meeting was
told. The Ministry also expressed willingness to import furnace oil Umar Shafgat Tax Consultant 0323-426 2291

in case of unavailability of spot cargoes purchase, to ensure smooth
power supply to the industrial sector.

As per media reports, the Federal Government has prepared a
schedule for 15 hours long load-shedding of gas in the upcoming winter
season. As per the decision, Sui gas would be available to consumers
for only 9 hours in 24 hours that too, with low gas pressure. At the

Lahore Office
House# 46 J-Block Gulberg lll, Lahore-Pakistan. Ph: +92-42-35880183

. . . Ali Hassan Manager Social Media 0323-497 2029
public level, the gas load-shedding plan has not been appreciated Ahmed Ali Manager Marketing Mix FM 100 0300-055 2653
which means disapproval and resentment when the plan would be Rizwan Farooq Manager Circulation Islamabad 0321-554 7009
acted upon. Public criticism is already being reported in the media Shoaib Ahmed Tech Reporter 0320-858 0352
against Prime Minister Imran Khan who had promised the masses a
‘change’ in government affairs for the betterment of the people but it Registration No. PCPB/106
is quite the contrary.

It is worth mentioning that with liquefied natural gas (LNG) based (Vol. 16 Issue: 42) Price Rs: 1000
circular debt reaching Rs200 billion and global prices touching new www.flare.pk | Email:  flare.mag@gmail.com

peaks, a parliamentary panel has asked the government to avoid selling
expensive imported gas to residential consumers when they do not
have the capacity to pay and instead dedicate imports to productive
sectors.

The advice from the Senate Standing Committee on Petroleum
came when Petroleum Secretary Dr. Arshad Mahmood said the LNG-
related circular debt had amounted to Rs104bn over the last three

Colour Sepration:
Fotoscan Process, 25-C Lower Mall, Lahore. Ph: 042-37111906, 37234042

years due to diversion of LNG to residential consumers in winters. He Zubair Ahmed Kasuri, (Editor-in-Chief) publisher of FLARE Business
said if the practice continued, this year would add another Rs90bn to News Magazine published from House No. 46, Block J, Gulberg
the debt. This is because local gas is priced at about $4 per MMBTU I, Lahore.

compared to over $12-13 per MMBTU of imported gas.
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(Quality, constructive education
need of the hour

To get an education is a basic right of everyone. It is not
all about studying only and getting good marks but the real
purpose of education is to become a better human being in
society who contributes to the development of the country,
enhances prudence while taking rights decisions at right time,
and respecting rights, laws, and regulations. Importantly,
Pakistan is a country where 64 percent of the population
is of people younger than 30 years. The fact that a huge
population can become a source of strength for the country
when most of them have acquired the right kind of education
or got the education of technical skills that can take the
nation to progress otherwise a huge chunk of the population
will become a source of weakness for the country. According
to the Economic Survey, 2020-2021, the literacy rate in the
country is stagnant at 60 percent over the years.

Article 25-A of the Constitution of Pakistan guarantees that
the “state shall provide free and compulsory education to all
children of the age 5 to 16 years.” On the other hand, it is
worrisome to mention that Pakistan has the second-highest
dropout ratio of school children which stands at about 22m
children from the age of five to 16 years. The statistics of drop
out of school children manifests that majority of students
are deprived of getting an education. Nelson Mandela had
rightly stated that “education is a powerful weapon which
you can be used to change the world.” There is no denying
the fact that the power of education extends the development
of skills and contributes to nation-building. Thus, Pakistan
needs to address the issue of providing quality and
constructive education urgently. It is high time to implement
pragmatic policies for enhancing the quality of education,
including vocational and training skills, ending nepotism
and ameliorating the infrastructure, as well as introducing
transparency and accountability in utilizing budget for

institutions and eliminate gender disparity.

Bilawal Ali Lund, Jamshoro

Corona abating dengue rising

In the wake of the widespread death due to the Coronavirus
across the country, now severe dengue is becoming a major
cause of serious illness and death in Pakistan as well as
in some Asian and Latin American countries. The spike
in dengue cases has once again begun in Pakistan. It is
particularly increasing in Punjab. Despite the fact that cases
of the dengue virus have been increasing for the last few
years yet, the government failed to take timely initiatives to
prevent the spread of dengue that would have, in turn, gone
to control the number of dengue cases in a big way.
The rise in dengue cases is intensifying the situation across
Punjab. In addition, it is highly important that all people
must take care of cleanliness and avoid throwing garbages at
public places, particularly during the monsoon season when
the rainwater flows into the houses also. People should be
more responsible and proactive to save themselves from the
dengue virus. Lastly, I request the government of Pakistan
and all provincial governments to initiate awareness
campaigns on adopting precautionary measures against the
dengue problems.

Furgan Ali, Lahore

Fake vaccination entries matter of
concern

A majority number of people are making fake corona

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

vaccination entries to their offices and public places besides
befooling officials on the score. However, the Punjab
government claimed that its officials arrested 16 suspects
and registered 12 criminal cases against them for making
fake entries of Covid-19 vaccines to computerized records.
This initiative was taken in the following nine cities of
Punjab namely Lahore, Gujranwala, Sialkot, Vehari, Rahim
Yar Khan, Lodhran Faisalabad, Chiniot, and Multan.
Additionally, the provincial health department held a meeting
to review the situation of Covid-19 around Punjab where the
issue of fake vaccination entries also came under discussion.
The fake vaccination entries may cause alarming problems.
People do not vaccinate themselves, but they show fake
vaccination certificates and proved themselves vaccinated.
At last, I urge the federal and all provincial governments to
take measures to prevent this illegal way of vaccination and
those suspects who were taken into custody must be awarded
exemplary punishment.

Abdul Rahman Shahbeer, Turbat

Dr. A.Q.Khan death irredeemable
loss

Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan, the man who made us proud by
making Pakistan a nuclear power, is no longer among us.
To describe Dr, Khan, the word ‘patriotic’ is too insufficient;
his name in the history books will be written along with the
names of the most patriotic persons on earth and among
those who brought dignity and honour to their country.
When France refused to provide the reprocessing plant to
Pakistan revoking the earlier agreement under pressure from
the global powers, Pakistan was in a dire need of enriching
uranium through some other technology. It was Dr. Khan
who came up with the idea of centrifuges.

The government gave Dr. A. Q. Khan a go-ahead with full
powers, and he finally succeeded in bringing Pakistan’s
defence capabilities at par with that of the enemy, India. His
dedication, love for the country, and sincerity to the cause
helped establish a formidable defence system for Pakistan.
It is an open secret that Pakistan had fully developed the
nuclear device in 1980s, long before conducting the nuclear
tests in 1998 in reply to India’s nuclear explosions which
was all due to the efforts of Dr. Abdul Qadeer.

It is an irony and tragedy that like many other events in the
history of Pakistan, some in the corridors of power tried their
best to give the credit of developing nuclear weapons to some
other scientists, but the people of Pakistan overwhelmingly
rejected those self-acclaimed architects of the country’s
nuclear bomb. Dr. Khan remained their hero, and rightly so.
Dr. Khan was given a state funeral, but the absence of the
country’s leading lights, with the exception of Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah, was heart-wrenching and
badly felt by the masses. Everyone who matters should have
attended the funeral of the man who sacrificed a lucrative
career and put himself and his family at great risk by taking
up a job that was not acceptable to the enemies of Pakistan.
The presence of senior office-holders both civil and military
would have sent a clear message to the world that we
acknowledge and admire the services of our heroes, and that
the defence of the country is our first priority on which we
cannot and will not compromise.

Hats off to the people who attended his funeral prayers in
a large number despite heavy rains in Islamabad and paid
tribute to the man because of which the enemies stay away
from undertaking any misadventure against the independence
and sovereignty of the country.

AamirAqil, Lahore

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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CPEC Thahkot-Havelian project
wins KNR's best project award

& EEGLOBAL
_ BEST PROJECTS
®AWARDS
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congratulating KKH

Phase-II on winning the best annual Bridge/Tunnel Award said, “CPEC boasts of the best bridges
and tunnels in the world. Hard efforts paid off with honor

he Engineering News-Record has award-

ed the Karakoram Highway Phase-II

(Thahkot-Havelian), a major project

under China Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) project as the winner of Global Best
Projects Juried Competition. It added that “Like
ENR’s popular regional and national US compe-
titions, Global Best Projects identifies and honors
the project teams behind outstanding design and
construction efforts of the past year”. At the 9th
annual Engineering News-Record (ENR)’s Global
Best Projects competition, Karakoram Highway
Phase-II (Havelian-Thakot), a major connecting
project under China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), has been awarded Bridge/Tunnel Award
for its outstanding design and quality construction.

Among the 30 winning projects, Chinese com-
panies with their qualified engineers and architects
executed five projects located in China, Pakistan,
Ghana, Rwanda, and Tanzania.

Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Nong Rong,
in a Twitter message, while congratulating KKH
Phase-II on winning the best annual Bridge/Tun-
nel Award said, “CPEC boasts of the best bridges
and tunnels in the world. Hard efforts paid off with
honor”. Thakot-Havelian, a 118 kilometers connec-
tivity project falls in the early harvest project cate-
gory.

The commercial contract was signed on Decem-
ber 22, 2015, between National Highway Authority
and China Road and Bridge Corporation (CRBC).
China Communications Construction Company
Ltd. has executed the $1315 million worth project.

The project includes 105 bridges (including 60
large, 42 medium, and three small bridges) and six
tunnels with two on the expressway and four are in
the Class-II highway.

Besides Bridge/Tunnel awards, Chinese engi-
neers have won awards in the categories of Retail/

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Mixed-Use Development, Road/Highway, and
Airport/Port. The Retail/Mixed-Use Development
Award went to Guangzhou Yayue Landscape Engi-
neering Co. Ltd for the Guangzhou Jianhua Center,
located in Guangzhou, China.

The best Airport/Port award went to AECOM
and China Harbour Engineering Co. Ltd for the
Tema Port Expansion Project - Phase 1, located in

Among the 30 winning projects,
Chinese companies with their
qualified engineers and
architects executed five projects
located in China, Pakistan,

Ghana, Rwanda, and Tanzania

Tema, Ghana. China Road and Bridge Corp. won
the Road/Highway Award for executing the Kigali
Urban Roads Upgrading Project (54.56-km), locat-
ed in Kigali, Rwanda.

Similarly, China Civil Engineering Construc-
tion Corp. (CCECC) received an award for the
Rehabilitation of Bububu-Mahonda-Mkokotoni
Road and Upgrading of Matemwe-Muyuni Road,
Fuoni-Kombeni Road, and Pale-Kiongele Road
Zanzibar, located in Unguja Island, Tanzania.

Meanwhile, China and Pakistan agreed to in-
clude the Karachi Comprehensive Coastal Devel-
opment Zone in CPEC.

This was stated here by a spokesperson of the
Chinese Foreign Ministry Hua Chunying at a news
briefing.

This project was listed at the recently-held 10th
Joint Coordination Committee (JCC) meeting of

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),

She was commenting on a tweet of Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan in which he had termed inclusion
of Karachi coastal zone in the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor as a game changer and hoped it
will put Karachi at par with developed port cities.

Hua Chunying added, China and Pakistan
agreed to include the Karachi Comprehensive
Coastal Development Zone in CPEC

China and Pakistan are all-weather strategic
partners of cooperation. CPEC is a flagship pro-
gram under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

China is ready to work with Pakistan to earnest-
ly follow through on the common understanding of
the leaders on the two sides and the outcomes of
the JCC meeting, ensure sound construction and
operation of existing projects, highlight coopera-

tion in health, green economy and digitization, step
up cooperation in industries, science and technol-
ogy, agriculture and people’s livelihood, and forge
high-quality CPEC cooperation.

This will help to provide new impetus to the
growth of bilateral ties, economic and social devel-
opment of the two countries and the improvement
of people’s livelihood, she added. m
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Pakistan markedly
improves position in
Global Innovation

Ranking 2021

t is another achievement and positive develop-
ment as Pakistan has improved its rank as a
hub of innovation. The country has risen eight
places up the ladder to 99th in the Global In-
novation Index (GII) 2021 prepared by the World
Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO).

As per details, the country stands at 17th place
amongst the 34 countries in the lower-middle-in-
come bracket in terms of innovation, while it stands
at 7th position amongst all the Central and South
Asian economies on the list.

According to the rankings, Pakistan’s perfor-
mance this year relative to its GDP has remained
at par with its level of development. Moreover, rela-
tive to its “innovation investment”, the country has
managed to produce more “innovation outputs.”

Amongst the 34 countries in the lower-mid-
dle-income bracket, Pakistan has performed better
than the majority in terms of four significant areas:
Institutions, business sophistication, knowledge
and technology outputs, and creative outputs.

The report mentions that Pakistan has per-
formed the worst in terms of market sophistication.

The graphic, created by the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO), provides an over-
view of Pakistan’s performance in the seven Global
Innovation Index 2021 areas.

The World's Most Innovative

Countries
A0 ranking of the Global Innovation indax
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Global Innovation Index 2021 report says that
Switzerland, Sweden, the US, and the UK continue
to lead the innovation ranking, and have all ranked
in the top 5 in the past three years. The Republic of
Korea joins the top 5 of the GII for the first time in
2021, while four other Asian economies feature in
the top 15: Singapore (8), China (12), Japan (13),
and Hong Kong, China (14). China moved up 2
spots from the 2021 index from 14 to 12.

Published by WIPO every year, the Global In-
novation Index aims to provide an “innovation
ranking and rich analysis” with regards to around
130 economies across the world. It measures inno-
vation based on criteria that include institutions,
human capital and research, infrastructure, credit,
investment, linkages; the creation, absorption, and
diffusion of knowledge; and creative outputs.

India also improved its position on the Global
Innovation Index (GII) 2021. India has been ranked
46th this year, marking an improvement from last
year when it occupied the 48th position.

It has been constantly making progress on the
innovation index from 2015 when it was ranked
81st on the list. In 2020, India entered the top 50
on the list.

“India (at 46) moves further ahead, by two spots
(48 in GII 2020), after making it into the top 50 last
year. It takes second place in the lower-middle-in-
come group. India held the third position in its in-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Global °
Innovation
Index 2021

Tracking Innovation
through the COVID-19 Gnsus

Global Innovation Index 2021 report says that Switzerland,
Sweden, the US, and the UK continue to lead the innovation
ranking, and have all ranked in the top o in the past three
years. The Republic of Korea joins the top o of the GII for
the first time in 2021, while four other Asian economies
feature in the top 15: Singapore (8), China (12), Japan (13),
and Hong Kong, China (14). China moved up 2 spots from

the 2021 index from 14 to 12

come group in 2019 and 2020, having entered the
top three in 2019,” the GII report said.

The report indicates that India has been success-
fully developing technologically dynamic services
which can be offered across the globe.

The report highlighted that the country leads
the world in the information and communication
technology services exports indicator. It also ranks
well in other indicators such as domestic industry
diversification (12) and graduates in science and
engineering (12). Soon after the rankings, the Cen-
tre said in an official statement that the gradual
improvement in the GII ranking is due to knowl-
edge capital, a vibrant start-up ecosystem, and work
done by public and private research organisations.

The GII report has been published by WIPO in
collaboration with the Portulans Institute with sup-
port from corporate network partners such as the
Confederation of Indian Industry, Brazilian Na-
tional Confederation of Industry, Ecopetrol Group
from Columbia, and the Turkish Exporters Assem-
bly.

The Global Innovation Index (GII) takes the
pulse of the most recent global innovation trends.
It ranks the innovation ecosystem performance of
economies around the globe each year while high-
lighting innovation strengths and weaknesses and
particular gaps in innovation metrics.

Since 2013, China has moved up the GII ranks
consistently and steadily, establishing itself as a
global innovation leader and getting closer to the
top 10 every year. The performance of China is at
the frontier of achievement, notably in innovation
outputs. For instance, China’s levels of patents by
origin, scaled by GDP, are higher than those of

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Japan, Germany, and the United States, and are
even more impressive when considered in absolute
terms. The same is true with regard to the levels of
Trademarks and Industrial designs by origin as a
percentage of GDP. However, China is still behind,
relative to Germany and the United States, in Hu-
man capital and research and in indicators such as
Researchers (45th) and Tertiary enrolment (57th).

As per details, the country
stands at 17th place amongst the
34 countries in the lower-mid-
dle-income bracket in terms of
innovation, while it stands at 7th
position amongst all the Central
and South Asian economies on
the list

China also trails the United States in market sophis-
tication and business sophistication and is even fur-
ther behind in Institutions (61st).

According to the report, new science and tech-
nology (S&T) clusters are emerging, with the ma-
jority located in only a handful of countries. While
the US continues to host the highest number of
clusters, followed by China, Germany, and Japan.
Clusters in China recorded the largest increases
in S&T output. Within China, the fastest-growing
clusters are Qingdao (+33.1 percent) and Suzhou
(+21.7 percent).
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ite] Pakistan
launches its magical
range of smart TV

itel announced its entry into the highly competitive TV market
with the launch of its television series, designed to crash the
stock marketasitcomes packed with solid technology features
offering uncompromised viewing experience at breakthrough

price points

® (el Pakistan has made 10 million Pakistanis hap-
py in just over a year. The new smart televisions
1are designed to elevate the home entertainment
experience with a bigger, brighter, and best view-
ing experience. Building on its impressive successful
story, Itel announced its entry into the highly com-
petitive TV market with the launch of its television
series, designed to crash the stock market as it comes
packed with solid technology features offering un-
compromised viewing experience at breakthrough
price points. The launch builds on itel’s focus on
democratizing technology for masses and making
a magical experience come alive for its customers

(e

providing reliable, affordable and lifestyle upgrading
gadgets. Their people trust them! Which is why all itel
categories are super successful in their own domains.
They have launched mobile phones, tech accessories
and audio products all with extreme success.

Now, using the fantastic R&D available to itel
they are launching the most fantastic Smart TV se-
ries available today for the Pakistani consumer. Large
screens with bezel less experience, meaning a cine-
matic viewing of your favorite apps like Netflix and
YouTube, right in your homes! Be it gaming experi-
ence or watching your favorite sports it will provide
you with amazing experience right in your homes.
That too at unbelievable prices with unbeatable ser-
vice and warranty offers. Of course, with the same re-
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liable itel quality. Always. Established in 2013, Inovi
Technologies is a fast-growing consumer electron-
ics company that distributes smartphones, feature
phones, cameras, TVs an audio product for various
brands locally. On this occasion, Mr. Zeeshan Mia-
noor, the CEO of Inovi Technologies spoke about his

ambition to bring the latest technology to Pakistan
and give local consumer high quality products at af-
fordable prices. He said:

“We are excited to partner with itel because it’s
internationally the fastest growing brand that is offer-

¥ —

ing great quality products in the market and is poised
to grow in the times ahead. Mr. Zeeshan Yousuf has
vast experience in the consumer electronics indus-
try and will surely take the company to even greater

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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heights.” Speaking at the ceremony, CEO itel Zee-
shan Yousuf said: “10 million customers in the first
year of operations! What I'm happier about is the fact
that, these are 1 crore happy customers. Customers
who are in love with itel products, the brand philoso-

Ehee. P>

phy, and the quality upgrade we bring to their lives.”
“Small and rural districts in Pakistan now have access
to the leading technology and specs in the world all
thanks to itel.”

“In just a little over a year, we have introduced to
itel brand loyalists the most fantastic mobile phone
sets, tech gadgets and accessories and audio products.
Television is a wonderful, big addition to the itel fam-
ily. We enjoy superb R&D at Transsion and are con-

sistently driven to providing the Pakistani consumer
with top notch tech products.” “This is exactly why
GFK reports mark itel as Pakistan’s most loved tech
brand.” “We are excited to be moving towards 100
million!”

Both companies are geared up to bring the best
global technology to Pakistan and improve accessi-
bility for the local consumers. itel is a brand focused
on empowering the youth, providing affordable infra-
structure while using the most cutting-edge technolo-

- = may

gy available in the 21st century to empower users and
guarantee personal and professional success. With
an itel product, you now have access to the most ad-
vanced features available. itel standardizes technology
and connectivity by giving an entry point to all con-
sumers, allowing them to get closer and benefit from

social interactions as itel understand the needs of their
customers in an in-depth manner, and they translate
that understanding into creating the most remarkable,
yet affordable products available for them. m
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n the line with the instruction of Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan, Interior Ministry has start-
ed the process to tighten the noose around
non-governmental organizations, on the
premise they are working against the state.

Local and international non-governmental or-
ganizations (NGOs) have been under pressure in
Pakistan for many years, but never have they faced
greater suppression than under the government
of Prime Minister Imran Khan, who came into
power in 2018. The government has intensified a
crackdown on NGOs under the grounds that they
receive foreign funds, promote the “enemy agen-
da” and are working against the state.

Some legal experts are of the view that a few
NGOs misuse registration and foreign funding
rules.

As per law, Pakistan’s registration rules for in-
ternational NGOs are very strict. Some interna-
tional organizations have found ways to exploit
these rules, while local NGOs continue to receive
foreign funding without signing a contract with
the government’s Economic Affairs Division.

In the latest episode, Interior Minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmad indicated that the government is
working on a plan to scrutinize non-government
organizations (NGOs) which are receiving funds
from abroad.

Addressing the weekly press briefing at the
Ministry office, the Interior Minister said that the
government was looking into the cases of at least
91 NGOs, out of 27,000 such organizations that
are working in the country receiving major for-
eign funds. “We don’t want to create any hurdle
(in the working of NGOs) but would make such a
mechanism so that those suspected NGOs which
are working undercover service could be probed,”
he said.

Sheikh Rashid also said that the government
has decided to hold an audit of the country’s five
major currency exchange companies as part of its
measures to check hoarding of the US dollars.

He said that Federal Investigation Agency
(FTA) has arrested 88 suspects who had alleged
role in devaluing the Pakistani rupee and dollar
smuggling as well as its hoarding. “A case has been
registered against 47 suspects as well.”

Remarks of the Interior Minister came at a
time when the value of the US dollar against the
Pakistani rupee has reached he all-time high in the
country’s history.

The Minister said that Prime Minister Imran
Khan’s government has tasked his Ministry to stop
hoarding of dollar as such around a dozen sus-
pects might be arrested soon.

Replying to a question, he also said that Paki-
stan Customs should also be asked if the smug-
gling of dollars from Pakistan to Afghanistan was
underway through means which were outside the
domain of FIA.

In July, the government said that the new ‘Pol-
icy for Regulation of NGOs/NPOs receiving for-
eign contributions-2021’
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PM tightens noose
around anti-state

The Interior Minister said that the government was looking
into the cases of at least 91 NGOs, out of 27000 such
organizations that are working in the country receiving
major foreign funds

in socio-economic development while deterring
NGOs with dubious credentials.

Following the approval of the policy, Federal
Minister for Economic Affairs Omar Ayub Khan
inaugurated the NGOs e-Portal and Helpdesk fa-
cility in the Ministry of Economic Affairs.

Secretary, Economic Affairs Division Noor
Ahmed briefed the participants about the overall
structure of the current

would seek to expand
space for credible orga-

Some international organiza- NGO sector in Pakistan

and the NGO Policy, 2013

nizations for playing an tjons have found ways to exploit which suffered from many

effective role in socio-eco-
nomic development while
deterring NGOs with du-
bious credentials.

The Economic Co-
ordination Committee
(ECC) of the Cabinet has
approved the policy for
the regularisation of the

these rules, while local NGOs
continue to receive foreign
funding without signing a
contract with the government’s bitions. Under this policy,
F.conomic Affairs Division

deficiencies, including
lack of clear definition,
eligibility conditions, ap-
peal process, oversight &
reporting arrangements,
and obligations & prohi-

the approval procedure
is cumbersome and takes

NGOs/NPOs  receiving
foreign contributions. The NGO Policy, 2021, has
been designed with the aim to foster a sense of
partnership between government and non-govern-
ment sectors. Furthermore, under the new policy,
the approval process (for registration) will be com-
pleted in a maximum of 60 days through online
submission of application and consultation, doing
away with manual processing and eliminating long
delays. The new policy seeks to expand space for
credible organizations for playing an effective role
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on average 12-18 months
to complete consultation with multiple minis-
tries, departments, and agencies. He informed
the participants that a new “Policy for NGOs/
NPOs Receiving Foreign Contributions— 2021”
has been approved by the ECC in its meeting
held on 16th June 2021. Enhanced data reporting
and disclosure requirements with smart oversight
arrangements will significantly improve aid ef-
fectiveness, transparency, and impact of foreign
contributions.
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The Minister for Economic Affairs said that
the NGOs space has shrunken in the country over
the years and our government is committed to en-
hancing the role of private and NGOs. He con-
gratulated the INGOs/NGOs team of EAD and
highlighted that the NGOs e-Portal is a milestone
for facilitating the NGOs and civil society orga-
nizations. He further said that the government
acknowledges the role of NGOs as it alone does
not have the capacity to engage the overwhelming
majority of people, especially the vulnerable and
the poor, in the implementation of its develop-
ment agenda.

The e-Portal offers online submission of fresh
applications; renewals, additional projects re-
quests, auto-generated correspondence such as
acknowledgments, approvals, and regrets. Online
concurrence by stakeholders with a time-bound
software application would help to expedite the
consultative process. It will also provide individ-
ual access to each NGO with its unique user ID
and password and tracking options. The dash-
board for approved, under process, and regretted
NGOs will be updated on a real-time basis. After
approval, MoUs and other documents will be sent
to the concerned organizations electronically. The
e-Portal was piloted and consistently improved
before the final launch, however, to make it more
user-friendly, it is being improved gradually. The
FAQs, checklists, relevant laws, and policies will
be available on the NGOs e-Portal, along with
user guide manuals and videos. =
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Ufone, PBA join hand to
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President and Group CEO, PTCL & Ufone, Hatem Bamatraf said: “We are glad to be a
part of this historic initiative for the people of Pakistan. Ufone’s onboarding as the official

contact service provider is a testament to the company’s extraordinary track record as a
dependable services provider for Pakistan’s business sector.”

he Pakistani telecom company, Ufone

has launched its new state-of-the-art

Contact Center for Pakistan Banks’ As-

sociation (PBA) in order to resolve que-
ries and generate leads for the Government of
Pakistan’s ‘Mera Pakistan, MeraGhar,” helpline
initiative which brings affordable housing finance
facility for the low-income groups. The Contact
Center was inaugurated by Governor State Bank
of Pakistan, Reza Baqir in Islamabad in presence
of President and Group CEO, PTCL &Ufone, Ha-
tem Bamatraf, Chairman, Naya Pakistan Housing
and Development Authority, Lt-Gen (Retd) An-
war Ali Hyder, Chairman Pakistan Banks’ Associ-
ation (PBA), Muhammad Aurangzeb, and senior
management of the member banks and financial
institutions of PBA. Ufone is providing Contact
Center services to PBA from two existing Centers
by disseminating information on the loan process,
eligibility criteria, etc., besides offering 24/7 query
and complaint resolution services to prospective
customers.

Sharing his thoughts at the ceremony, Pres-
ident and Group CEO, PTCL &Ufone, Hatem
Bamatraf, said: “We are glad to be a part of this
historic initiative for the people of Pakistan.
Ufone’s onboarding as the official contact service
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provider is a testament to the company’s extraor-
dinary track record as a dependable services pro-
vider for Pakistan’s business sector. We constantly
innovate and modernize our products and services
ecosystem to deliver a remarkable user experience
to our individual and corporate customers. The

Ufone is providing Contact
Center services to PBA from
two existing Centers by dissem-
inating information on the loan
process, eligibility criteria, etc.,
besides offering 24/7 query and
complaint resolution services to
the prospective customers

latest state-of-the-art Contact Center facility will
further enhance our capacity to respond to que-
ries and complaints to bring a hassle-free banking
experience to the low-cost housing beneficiaries.”

The Contact Center will provide an additional

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

channel forUfone to resolve queries and generate
leads for the housing finance project and promote
its nationwide uptake. The facilities are easily scal-
able to manage additional facilitation as the need
arises. The facilities feature robust centralized

¥ ki g i
it Acrrwrar Al Hassdes (1.)

Complaints Management and the Leads Manage-
ment Systems to help the member banks track every
step of the customer journey, besides expediting the
processing of the loans. Ufone Contact Centers are
strategically located for effective management of
traffic for calls from across Pakistan. =
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Mobilink Bank launches 9-point
agenda for wider financial inclusion

CEOQ Mobilink Microfinance Bank Limited (MMBL), GhazanfarAzzam, unveils the 9-Point Agenda for Financial Inclusion

alongside esteemed guests from Jaez, PMN, SECPE, U] Bank

The 9-point agenda was formally launched by President & CEO, Mobilink Microfinance
Bank, Ghazanfar Azzam, in the presence of dignitaries from State Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP), Pakistan Microfinance Network

(PMN), Jazz Pakistan, VEEON and the media

akistan’s largest digital bank, Mobilink

Microfinance Bank Limited (MMBL), has

put forth the 9-point agenda for the future

of financial inclusion covering far-reach-
ing and research-based recommendations in the ar-
eas of diversity and inclusion, microfinance, SME
finance, housing finance, agriculture finance, digi-
tal lending, payments, savings, and insurance. The
9-point agenda was formally launched by President
& CEOQO, Mobilink Microfinance Bank, Ghazanfar
Azzam, in the presence of dignitaries from State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP), Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan (SECP), Pakistan Microf-
inance Network (PMN), Jazz Pakistan, VEON and
the media.

Speaking at the event, President & CEOQO,
MMBL, Ghazanfar Azzam said: “The COVID-19
pandemic has made it indispensable for Pakistan to
fully embrace digital transformation on a sustain-
able basis for wholesome socio-economic growth
and development. Being an industry leader of fi-
nancial inclusion in the country and as the largest
digital bank, MMBL has identified key strategic
areas that need immediate interventions to bring
every Pakistani into the fold of financial inclusion.
The development of these areas through access to
finance will prove to be a game-changer for the na-
tional economy. We are committed to playing our
part for the uplift of Pakistan”.

Chief Finance and Digital Officer, MMBL,
Sardar Mohammad Abubakr said: “Any discussion
on financial inclusion must address the needs of the
masses. We believe digital is a great equalizer and
with the right approach, digital financial inclusion
can help alleviate poverty by bringing women into
the financial inclusion mainstream and enabling

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

the all-important SME sector to have formal ac-
cess to finance. A National Digital Execution Plan
and public-private collaboration can help drive this
agenda meaningfully forward.”

MMBL strongly proposes banking the entire
adult population, especially women, and facili-
tating easy financing of SMEs, which contribute
nearly 40 percent of the GDP and 80 percent of
the labour force. The document also emphasized
facilitating digital payments that continue to lead
the way in digital finance and their growth hints at
the country’s progress towards transformation to a

MMBL strongly proposes
banking the entire adult popula-
tion, especially women, and
facilitating easy financing of
SMEs, which contribute nearly
40 percent of the GDP and 80
percent of the labour force

digital economy in the future. In addition, the pol-
icy document acknowledges the significant reform
in the housing sector as a result of ‘The Naya Pa-
kistan Housing Scheme’ and similar initiatives tak-
en by the Government of Pakistan as well as the
banks. It stressed that low-cost affordable housing
for the masses is of utmost importance and reforms
in housing finance practices and procedures are
necessary to complement these efforts.

In a separate event, Jazz, Pakistan’s number one

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

4G operator, and the largest internet and broad-
band service provider has partnered with Network
Cloud pioneer Alkira,®Inc. to deploy the compa-
ny’s Cloud Networking as-a-Service(CNaaS) of-
fering. The Alkira integration with Jazz’s Cloud
portfolio provides enterprises the ability to deploy
a multi-cloud network in minutes, with the flexibil-
ity to turn services on and off as the business re-
quires. The time, cost, and complexity of building
networks in the cloud with end-to-end connectivity,
security, and visibility are major challenges holding
back digital transformation. Enterprises now re-
quire greater agility to respond quickly to business
needs, complex network infrastructure, including
solutions from a wide range of cloud vendors.

Through Alkira, Jazz will provide simpler, com-
prehensive, and faster multi-cloud solutions that
can help optimize performance, control costs, pro-
vide quick cloud access and secure applications, en-
vironments, and data. A pay-as-you-go model that
provides a single platform to manage services from
different cloud providers with no additional hard-
ware requirements.

“In this new normal, businesses are relying on a
mobile workforce and applications accessed in the
cloud. As these businesses undergo a digital trans-
formation, they require extreme agility and the best
network security. In partnering with Alkira, we are
looking to reinvent the cloud experience by deliv-
ering a multi-cloud network with unified services,
security, intent-based policy, visibility, and gover-
nance. This platform seamlessly connects to the
corporate infrastructure, enabling a secure multi-
cloud environment in minutes, providing businesses
the agility they need,” said Syed Ali Naseer, Chief
Business Officer at Jazz. m
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Air Link exports 4G Smartphone to
meet PM’s ‘Make in Pakistan’ vision
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Advisor to Prime Minister on Commerce Abdul RazakDawood said [ would like to (-:ongratulate
Air Link Communications for playing an integral role in this process and exporting their first
batch of 1500 locally manufactured smartphones to the UAE

ir Link shipped the first batch of 4G
Asmartphone exports to the UAE. The

government is moving forward towards
‘Make in Pakistan’ in a practical way. Pakistan has
become a 4G smartphone exporter as Air Link
Communications exports the first badge of 1500
locally manufactured smartphones to the United
Arab Emirates (UAE).

Advisor to Prime Minister on Commerce Ab-
dul RazakDawood announced it in a tweet. He
said, “it is heartening to see that within a short
period of time, Pakistan has become a 4G smart-
phone exporter.”

I would like to congratulate Air Link Commu-
nications for playing an integral role in this pro-
cess and exporting their first batch of 1500 locally
manufactured smartphones to UAE, Dawood said.

He further said that it is just a beginning for the
company but a significant milestone for Pakistan’s
mobile phone industry.

This policy has started yielding results.

Dawood had announced earlier that the gov-
ernment was focusing now on industrialization.
Pakistan had been mainly dependent on imports.
The present government decided to cut imports
and increase exports.

Pakistan’s young population has become an at-
tractive market for mobile phone manufacturers.
However, the push to set up plants in the country
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comes in tandem with high import and regulatory
duties as authorities look to encourage a ‘Make in
Pakistan’ approach.

The government has already expressed its in-
tentions to promote manufacturing/assembly with
the auto sector, while smartphone industries being
in the spotlight in recent weeks.

Pakistan relies heavily on imports for its hand-
set needs with the bill causing a substantial dent in
the trade deficit.

Finance Minister ShaukatTarin always talks
about export-led growth because it is through di-
versifying and enhancing the exports that we can
address the country’s economic constraints and
take it towards self-reliance.

For mobile exports, our target should be the
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Gulf states where a majority of Pakistanis live as
well as the nationals of Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran,
and also African countries.

The local manufacturers should also be en-
couraged and provided incentives to ensure that
spare parts for the mobile sets are domestically
manufactured.

Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha, Chief Executive
Officer, Air Link Communications said:“ We are
working in line with PM’s ‘Make in Pakistan’ vi-
sion to reduce our dependence on imported com-
modities and shift to a sustainable export-oriented
economy. Not only will it help us to reduce trade
deficit but also create employment opportunities
for the people of our country,” he added.

Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha, CEO, Air Link
Communications is a leading entrepreneur with
more than two decades of experience in sectors of

Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha, Chief
Executive Officer, Air Link
Communications said: “We are
working in line with PM’s ‘Make
in Pakistan’ vision to reduce our
dependence on imported
commodities and shift to a
sustainable export-oriented
economy

telecoms, textile, and tourism. Air Link Commu-
nications Limited is involved in the distribution
and retail of mobile phones in Pakistan and has
recently started local phones assembly too.

The company recently launched an Initial Pub-
lic Offering (IPO) at the Pakistan Stock Exchange
which received an immense response ever in the
private sector in Pakistan. m
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vivo launches youth attraction Y
series Yods smartphone in Pakistan
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The all-new Y33s packs a triple rear camera setup elegantly organized and crafted into
vivo’s signature dual-tone step design featuring a 5OMP rear camera that redefines high-
definition photography. Integrated with multiple intelligent shooting functions, the 5S0MP
triple camera setup brings higher clarity to photographs, capturing life’s best moments
effortlessly whether the user zooms in or crops

1vo, a leading global brand, launched its new-
st addition to the youth-centric Y series, the
s ) Y33s for sale. Featuring a 6.58-inch FHD+ in-
cell display, powerful cameras, a fashionable
body, and a lightweight yet premium in-hand feel in
a slim 8.0mm package, the Y33s is an all-rounder
smartphone designed to deliver a superior user expe-
rience. The all-new Y33s packs a triple rear camera
setup elegantly organized and crafted into vivo’s sig-
nature dual-tone step design featuring a SOMP rear
camera that redefines high-definition photography.
Integrated with multiple intelligent shooting func-
tions, the 50MP triple camera setup brings higher
clarity to photographs, capturing life’s best moments
effortlessly whether the user zooms in or crops.

The phone features a massive 5000mAh battery
powered by an 18W fast-charge technology that
powers the device quickly, thus saving users a lot of
time. The device is also equipped with the reverse
charging function which turns the smartphone into
a mobile power bank.

=

Furthermore, the Y33s is equipped with an ex-
tended RAM 2.0, allowing 8GB + 4GB RAM us-
ing idle space in ROM as RAM, enabling seamless
switch between apps for the user. With Helio G80
Processor + 128 GB ROM (expandable up to 1TB)
the phone offers stronger performance than its prede-
cessor, making Y 33s stand out in games.

It is available in two color variants of Mirror
Black and Midday Dream at the price of Rs. 37,999
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only. vivo offers a one-year warranty for Y33s along
with 15 days free replacement and 6 months war-
ranty for accessories. vivo Y33s is duly approved by
Pakistan Telecommunications Authority (PTA) and
supports all mobile networks in Pakistan. Zong cus-
tomers can also get 12GB Free Mobile Internet by
using their 4G SIM card in Slot 1 (2GB Internet/

vivo has signed renowned TV
celebrities and youth icons
Usama Khan, Affan Waheed,
Mariyam Nafees, and Kinza
Hashmi as brand ambassadors
for its youth-centric Y series

month for 6 months). Meanwhile, vivo has signed
renowned TV celebrities and youth icons Usama
Khan, Affan Waheed, Mariyam Nafees, and Kinza
Hashmi as brand ambassadors for its youth-centric Y
series. With this partnership, vivo aims to tap into a
large pool of young audiences who want to switch to
contemporary-styled, sleek smartphones that deliver
perfection at an attractive price. As part of this col-
laboration, celebrities will also appear in key visuals
to further strengthen the image of the youth-centric
Y series.

Zohair Chohan, Senior Manager Brand Strategy
at vivo Pakistan commented, “We are delighted to
partner with these Y-Stars as they perfectly represent
vivo’s youthful approach to innovation. At vivo, we
strive to empower consumers with next-generation
technologies that best suit their needs. Our latest
smartphones in the Y series portfolio, deliver pow-
erful performance and extraordinary photography
capabilities in sleek and stylish designs. We look for-
ward to partnering with the vibrant youth icons for
the launch of vivoY33s in Pakistan.”

On the occasion, Affan Waheed said, “I am
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thrilled to partner with an innovation-led brand like
vivo for the youth-centric Y series. I have been a fan
of vivo for as long as I can remember, and it is my
absolute honour to represent a brand that is loved
by the next most important generation that I relate
with.” Usama Khan also commented, “I am so
excited to partner with a brand like vivo for their Y
series range of smartphones known for its youth-cen-
tricity with best-in-class cameras, long powerful
batteries, and top-notch processors maneuvered to
deliver a high-end experience to the customers at a
desirable price range.” Speaking about the collabo-
ration, Kinza Hashmi stated, “I am delighted to be-
come part of the vivo family and the Y Series port-
folio as it personally resonates with me. As vivo Y
series is very well known for its unique and innova-
tive features, appealing and trendy designs, it makes
a perfect fit for me and my personality.” “I deeply co-
here with the vision and philosophy of vivo to bring
purpose-driven innovation to enrich consumer lives
and am thrilled to be a part of this journey. With vivo

Y series smartphones, I am excited to connect deeply
withthe local consumers of these all-rounder smart-
phones.” Mariyam Nafees added.

The Y Series brings best-in-class cameras, long
powerful batteries, top-notch processors with appeal-
ing and trendy designs at an attractive price range.
These four Y-Stars perfectly represent the new age
smartphone users, and the youth across the country
admire their vibrant personalities. m
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throughout my career

Flare: Please share a few words about yourself,
education and professional life?

Jahanzeb Khan: I've worked in the global and
local financial services for 23 years, from leading
global financial services institutions such as JPMor-
gan Chase & Co., Deloitte Consulting to Telenor
Microfinance Bank (Easypaisa). I've spent my ca-
reer evaluating and applying emerging solutions to
transform businesses. At Easypaisa, I created prod-
ucts and strategies to enhance financial inclusion,
and we got global recognition for many of our pro-
grams. At JPMorgan, I got the opportunity to lead
multiple areas in the Fintech space. I earned my
Bachelors from the University of Texas at Austin,
Masters from the University of Delaware, and com-
pleted multiple executive leadership programs at the
‘Wharton School of Business and Harvard Business
School.

Flare: Tell us a little about your experiences in
the Banking sector, what drove you to pursue a ca-
reer in Banking?

Jahanzeb Khan: I came to Pakistan with the pas-
sion to enable financial empowerment to millions
who lack access to banking services. More than 70
percent of the adult population in Pakistan is not
using the formal banking sector for their saving or
borrowing needs. The microfinance sector is critical
for Pakistan’s financial stability and security. MFBs
further financial inclusion, as the majority of micro-
finance clients, are in rural areas and have been left
out of the financial system.

To help their clients be successful, MFBs build
financial literacy and, in the case of FINCA Mi-
crofinance Bank Ltd., digital literacy. According
to McKinsey Consulting, widespread use of digital
payments can improve GDP by seven percent, cre-
ating millions of jobs in the process. Digital banking
is a means to securing many ends: reducing poverty
and hunger, improving health, creating good jobs,
increasing inclusive economic growth, and reducing
inequalities.

Flare: Have you had to face any challenges in
your career to get to where you are today?

Jahanzeb Khan: Every industry has its challeng-
es and obstacles, but we grow personally and profes-
sionally by overcoming those hurdles. Traditionally,
microfinance has faced a lack of available infor-
mation about how microenterprises run their busi-
nesses. Digitization of cash flows, selling patterns,
and inventory turnaround can catalyze lending by
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“Microfinancing
critical for Pakistan
financial stability”

Flare panel talks to Jahanzeb Khan, CEO, FINCA
Microfinance Bank Lid. who says that in my professional
career, | have learned tremendously from working in one of
the largest financial institutions globally to working with the
top fintech provider in emerging Asia and now more
recently working in Pakistan with the target to enable the
underserved masses. Change has been a constant and

I embody that. Journey to transform and change is a
challenge for us as humans and taking along an
organization through that journey is always a
challenge I enjoy. There are plenty of failures one
comes across and that is the beauty of life where
| have gained resiliency via experiencing change

allowing us to provide more appropriate and flexible
services. Over time, digitization can enhance micro-
finance penetration. But in the short term, our cus-
tomers need personalized support to complement
digital tools. The right combination of ‘touch’ and
‘tech’ is necessary for the efficient delivery of finan-
cial services.

In my professional career, I have learned tremen-
dously from working in one of the largest financial
institutions globally to working with the top fintech
provider in emerging Asia and now more recently
working in Pakistan with the target to enable the un-
derserved masses. Change has been a constant and I
embody that. The journey to transform and change
is a challenge for us as humans and taking along an
organization through that journey is always a chal-
lenge I enjoy. There are plenty of failures one comes
across and that is the beauty of life where I have
gained resiliency via experiencing change through-
out my career.

I earned my Bachelors from the
University of Texas at Austin,
Masters from the University of
Delaware, and completed
multiple executive leadership
programs at the Wharton School
of Business and Harvard
Business School

Flare: What hopes and aspirations do you have
for FINCA Microfinance Bank Ltd?

Jahanzeb Khan: I am excited to be a part global
network of nineteen institutions on five continents.
Currently, FINCA Microfinance Bank Ltd. in Pa-
kistan serves more than one million loan clients
with a gross loan portfolio of PKR 21.6 billion. As
each loan creates approximately three jobs accord-
ing to our surveys, FINCA Pakistan has positive-
ly impacted the livelihood of more than 3 million
households. The bank also holds deposits worth
over PKR 25 billion through 1.6 million trusting
customers online and at 130 branches in 120 cities
across Pakistan.

My top priority at FINCA is to follow respon-
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Jahanzeb Khan,
CEO
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sible lending guidelines and help meet the finan-
cial needs of microenterprises—a tough challenge
when COVID-19 is still having significant nega-
tive impacts on people near the poverty line. This
means not only providing customers with loans,
but also with savings accounts and other services
that help them build their financial health. I also
aim to prioritize enhanced customer experienceand
take measures to promote diversity and inclusion
within and outside the organization.

Flare: How does FINCA Microfinance Bank
keep its competitive edge in the country?

Jahanzeb Khan: FINCA is present in 19 oth-
er countries around the world, which gives us the
unique ability to apply global insights to Pakistan.
‘We are able to introduce products and services that
have been tested successfully elsewhere.

FINCA Pakistan has made massive strides in
delivering services quickly, processing loan requests
in as little as a day. By collecting customer data and
processing loans on digital tablets, we are able to
reach more customers more efficiently. But we are
digitizing our services not to maximize profit but
to enable our customers to meet their business as-
pirations, which means we proceed at a pace where
customers feel supported. Most customers develop
a long relationship with the bank, returning for
more financial services again and again. In an in-
dependent service level study conducted by Startex
Marketing services, FINCA Pakistan was rated at
the top in terms of customer service amongst the
top Microfinance Banks.

Flare: What is the biggest achievement of
FINCA Microfinance for the last few years?

Jahanzeb Khan: FINCA Pakistan is meeting
digital transformation goals by strengthening and
testing back-end operations. These measures in-
clude restructuring our operations to reduce loan
processing time, disbursing loans through mobile
wallets, and centralizing loan applications through
call centers. We are also now providing digital
payroll solutions for more than 500small and me-
dium-sized enterprises and corporations, serving
more than 80,000 employees.

All these measures are targeted to ultimately de-
light our customers and fulfill their needs cheaper,
faster, and more securely. Digital enablement and
automation are critical for us so we could be more
efficient and over time pass on those advantages to
our customers. m
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Irshad B Anjum greets to
distinguish guests at Flattles Lahore
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Dvirector Operations Flattie’s Mr Irshad B Anjum warmly welcomes Chairman NADRA Tarig Ma.llk,Dﬂ EHO mwmmmmwm
Director NADRA on their visit to Faletti's Hotel Lahore.
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Dvirector Operations Flattie’s Mr Irshad B Anjum warmly welcomes the US consulae Directar Oiperations Flattie's Mr Irshad B Anjum warmly welcomes
team on their visit to Faletti's Hotel Lahore. film star Shan on his visit to Faletti's Hotel Lahore,

Director Operations Flattie’s Mr Irshad B Anjum attends former ericketer ljaz Ahmad's
daughter's wedding ceremony held ar Faletti's Hotel Lahore. Former cricketer Saleem
Malik and other guesis were also seen in the picture,
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here are many reasons for the increase in

the dollar rate in Pakistan and widening

trade deficit, increasing pressure of the

funds borrowed from the World Bank and
the IMF, import bill, smuggling of US dollar are
some of the main factors the US dollar is gaining
strength against Pakistani rupee day-by-day. If the
Pakistani rupee continued to lose streak against the
US dollar it may cross over Rs 200 during the cur-
rent year because following the Taliban takeover,
nearly $9.5 billion of the Afghan central bank have
been frozen by the US which prompted the imme-
diate and large-scale need to smuggle dollars. As a
neighbour with easy access, Pakistan has become
the main provider of the currency according to Ma-
lik Bostan, the chairman of the Forex Association.
People buying dollars in Pakistan and selling it in
Afghanistan for huge profits made a huge outflow
of the USD from this country. The depreciation of
the rupee was thus inevitable. We have two different
pictures of the devaluation of the rupees against the
dollar.

Since May this year, the dollar has been rapid-
ly spiraling high to reach the peak value in August
2020 as the foreign investments, including hot mon-
ey invested in domestic bonds, started to fly back to
their destinations against the backdrop of pandem-
ic impact, which began from the middle of March
2020.

However, the current situation is different from
the previous episodes of increase in the dollar’s
value because the foreign exchange reserves of the
country are at their peak. The rising import bill
played a key role. However, the fear of a higher cur-
rent account deficit in FY22 also played a strong
role to motivate the buyers to book more dollars for
future imports.

The widening trade gap is creating fear among
importers that the exchange rate would further sup-
port the greenback against the local currency.

According to currency experts, the demand for
dollars remained high as increased import pay-
ments kept the pressure on the local currency. They
said that the rising deficit in the current account is
also a major concern for the market.

Talk about currency exchange rate means eval-
uating the local currency against another currency
i.e., the American Dollar. So, when we talk about
currency depreciation in the Pakistan context, it
means that the value of the Pakistan rupee has fall-
en with respect to the US Dollar. This decline in the
value of the rupee has an impact on the economy.
When the rupee depreciates, the imports become
more expensive. However, currency depreciation
gives a boost to the exports of the country because
Pakistan commodities become cheaper for foreign
buyers. Expensive dollar against rupee benefits the
IT sector, textile industry, and agriculture industry.
Declined value of the rupee makes the imported
items more expensive and this leads to higher in-
flation in the economy. So, for the domestic popu-
lation, even the basic essentials become expensive.
This adversely impacts the overall standard of liv-
ing of the people. On the other hand, there is an in-
crease in foreign direct investments (FDI) as well as
foreign institutional investments. This leads to a tre-
mendous increase in the foreign exchange reserves.

The sharp rise in the unemployment rate and
current account deficit are two main indicators re-
flecting the government’s failure to fix the economy
and resolve the problems of the people. The current
account deficit has crossed USD 2.3 billion which
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Control dollar before
it buries rupee

WORLD BANK

Widening trade deficit and iﬁcreasing pressure of the funds

borrowed from the World Bank and the IMF, import bill,
smuggling of the US dollar are some of the main factors the US
dollar is gaining strength against the Pakistani rupee day-by-
day. If the Pakistani rupee continued losing streak against the
US dollar it may cross over Rs 200 during the current year

is quite worrisome and explains the state of the
economy.

The dollar is the American currency, however,
it is considered to be a global currency, as the ma-
jority of the world trades are carried out against the
USD. Imports, exports, and LC are dependent on
US Dollars. The Dollar rate in Pakistan is always
fluctuating due to the economic and political insta-
bility in this country. One USD to PKR conversion
was Rs. 172.45 on September 28.

The dollar is the American
currency, however, it is consid-
ered to be a global currency, as
the majority of the world trades
are carried out against the USD.

Imports, exports, and L.C are
dependent on US Dollars.

But for America, a strong US dollar has several
advantages and disadvantages. It benefits some but
negatively impacts others.

The dollar is considered strong when it rises
in value against other currencies in the foreign ex-
change market. A strengthening US dollar means it
can buy more of a foreign currency than before. For
example, a strong dollar benefits Americans travel-
ing overseas but puts foreign tourists visiting the US
at a disadvantage.

The Invesco DB US Dollar Index Bullish Fund

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

(UUP) was up nearly 4 percent for the year at the
end of 2019. This exchange-traded fund tracks an
index that represents the value of a dollar com-
pared to its exchange rate versus a basket of import-
ant foreign currencies, including the euro, Japanese
yen, British pound, Canadian dollar, Swedish kro-
na, and Swiss franc.

Americans holding US dollars while travelling
abroad feel much happy as the money with them
gets added power to buy things and provide them
facilities overseas. Because local prices in foreign
countries are not influenced greatly by changes
in the US economy, a strong dollar can buy more
goods when converted into the local currency.

Expatriates, or US citizens living and working
overseas, will also see the diminished cost of living
if they still own dollars or receive dollars as income.

Goods produced abroad and imported to the
United States will be cheaper if the manufactur-
er’s currency falls in value compared to the dollar.
Luxury cars from Europe, such as Audi, Mercedes,
BMW, Porsche, and Ferrari, would all fall in dol-
lar price. If a European luxury car costs €70,000
with an exchange rate of 1.35 dollars per euro, it
will cost $94,500. The same car selling for the same
amount of euros would now cost $78,400 if the
exchange rate falls to 1.12 dollars per euro. As the
dollar continues to strengthen, the price of imports
will continue to fall. Other lower-cost imports will
also fall in price, leaving more disposable income
in the pockets of American consumers. The US
companies that import raw materials from abroad
will have a lower total cost of production and enjoy
larger profit margins as a result.m
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* Overload of tax filers

led FBR system to crash

L i

The FBR is the largest database that carries information on
trillions of rupees transactions, details of wealth and income,
and expenditures of its citizens. It also has details about their
various personal and business transactions gathered through
the different types of withholding taxes that are being deducted

from these transactions

n line with the vision of Prime Minister Imran

Khan to ‘Digital Pakistan’, the government has

taken the initiative to introduce the latest tech-

nology for the convenience of the government
and the public. The object of this initiative will ease
the lives of the citizens. The latest narrative about the
crash of the FBR website exposed the tall claim of
the government to make Pakistan digital.

September 30, was fixed as the last day for filing
income tax returns but the Federal Bureau of Reve-
nue (FBR) website went down in several cities due
to an overload of the tax filers through the website.

According to the FBR spokesperson, efforts were
made to get the problem fixed and make the system
operational again.

In order to justify the overload on the FBR
websites and trouble created to the filers across the
country, Finance Minister ShaukatTarin informed
the National Assembly that on average the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) portals were subjected to
71,000 cyber-attacks every month.

This was the first detailed reply from the finance
minister regarding the measures adopted to protect
the data of taxpayers. The minister said FBR had
been authorised to procure cyber and information
security-related hardware, software, and services to
protect the department from future attacks.

It is pertinent to mention that the FBR is the larg-
est database that carries information on trillions of
rupees transactions, details of wealth and income,
and expenditures of its citizens. It also has details
about their various personal and business transac-
tions gathered through different types of withhold-
ing taxes that are being deducted from these trans-
actions.

Initially, the FBR forcefully and consistently re-
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fused to extend the date for the tax submission and
said to the extent that it has not even entertained the
idea to extend the last date. So the department earlier
in September required all taxpayers to necessarily file
their taxes as early as possible. This call by the FBR
was in fact, aimed to avert overload on the website
and any problem sneaking due to that.

The Pakistan Tax Bar Association had also made
attempts to get the final date extended but it could
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technical problems in the online return filing system
(Iris), FBR said in a statement.

Earlier, Prime Minister Imran Khan stated that
the Federal Board of Revenue’s (FBR) track and
trace system was crucial for curbing tax evasion in
the country.

Addressing a meeting of the federal cabinet, the
premier said that the FBR was trying to bring in
automation through the system which aimed at ac-
celerating the digitization of economic activity, im-
proving revenue forecasting, and curbing counterfeit
products in the market.

The FBR had signed an agreement with a consor-
tium to operationalise the ‘Track & Trace Solution’
on tobacco, cement, sugar, and fertilizer sectors from
July 1. The FBR had said that 45 million tonnes of
cement, over four billion sticks of tobacco cigarettes,
four million tonnes of sugar, and 30m tonnes of fer-
tilizers would be brought into the tax net.

“Approximately 40 percent of cigarettes are sold
[without paying taxes] which is depriving the coun-
try of valuable revenue and causing it to suffer. For
the past 15 years, the FBR has been trying to intro-
duce the system, to bring in automation but it was
sabotaged every time,” the prime minister said.

Side by side collecting hefty revenue, the FBR
should focus on maintaining the online system and
fix the error as well.

The premier felicitated the nation on the upward
economic trajectory as the Federal Board of Reve-
nue collected Rs1,395 billion revenue in the first
quarter against the target of Rs1,211 billion set for
the same period.

“I congratulate the nation on FBR’s achievement
of collecting Rs1,395 billion in Q1 of FA 2021-22
against the target of Rs1,211 billion,” the prime min-
ister tweeted.

Imran Khan mentioned that the situation was re-
flective of the growth in revenues by 38 percent.
“This  represents a

only get a minor concession
that was given was extend-
ing the work hours of rele-
vant offices on September
29 and 30 till 12 midnight.
Furthermore, according
to reports, the FBR spokes-
person has stated that
traders who failed to get a
Point of Sales (PoS) system
installed would be heftily
fined. If they don’t get it
installed within 15 days,

500,000 and if it goes up to

In order tojustify the FBR the
overload on its websites and
trouble created to the filers
across the country, I'inance
Minister ShaukatTarin
informed the National
Assembly that on average
they would have to pay Rs['ederal Board of Revenue (FBR

growth of 38 percent in rev-
enues over the same period
last year,” he said.

No doubt, steps are be-
ing taken by the federal gov-
ernment to document the
economy. People who are
meeting their responsibility
for the first time, however,
are worried as they do not
know much as to how to file
income tax returns online.

An income tax return
is actually a tax form that

1 month, the fine would in- pOI’tﬁlS were SUbjCCted to 71,000 provides details of income

crease to Rs 3,000,000.
It is to be noted that

cyber-attacks every month

earned during a financial
year.
Some relief promises

in the past too, the FBR
systems had failed and crashed many times and its
websites were hacked more than once. The Board
however continued to make efforts to upgrade the
system.

Ultimately when the FBR realized the online sys-
tem error, it extended the date for filing the income
tax returns for the tax year 2021 for 15 days till Oc-
tober 15. The date has been extended due to serious
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have been made to income tax return filers in Paki-
stan, which has led to an increase in the number of
tax return filers.

Since the computerization of the income tax re-
turn filing system in Pakistan was introduced, the
process of filing returns has become much easier and
it is even easier for the salaried class to file income
tax returns. m

[ SEPTEMBER |5 - OCTOBER 15, 2021



HOlE|
One

F By Pearl-Continental
LAHORE

4 . | . o s ~ e 3

. —

e

=g _' g C GVU' MM Alam Rd. »
Gulberg

Excellence in -

Hospitality with Hotel One Garden Town e

\. BOOK NOW

0341 2201111 / 042 34505555

www.hotelone.com.pk #STM SAH. WIT“ [DN”D[H[[

At Hotel One, the safety of our guests &
employees is our top priority, hence we
ensure that strict Covid Safety guidelines
are being followed at all times.

[»A] reservation@hotelone.com.pk

.}fn:nbunk-nnnﬂhutnl-nna-hy.p::



COVER STORY | Zubair Kasuri | |

Frustration growing
out of high cost of life

Three years have elapsed to the Imran Khan-led government but it has failed to keep the promises
made to the masses before the election. Campaigning for the PTI before the 2018 polls Imran Khan
made the commitment to take to task every corrupt, money-launders, and those who caused losses
to the country by any means whether hoarding or artificially raising sugar and wheat prices or by
taking the national wealth abroad. But three years down the line to his rule, not a single person has
been held guilty or punished for any such offence. And the result is, the credibility of his government
has been vitiated while the economy of the country to downhill so much so that government still has
to beg money from the IMF on very tough conditions. The middle and low middle-class people are
the most affected by this milieu. They are up against unspeakable miseries due to high power tariffs,
petrol prices, and exorbitant increases in the prices of daily commodities which have been constantly
on the soaring trend since the inception of the PTI government.

The government claims of doing much to bring down the inflation but the same is going higher and
higher which smacks that the government does not have any hard and fast planning or mechanism
to know where the nail pinches while the sufferings of people remain unabated about their
household budgets. Rather than comforting the people and working to provide them any relief to
ensure their humble sustenance the government ministers are frightening them with more soaring
prices in all items and utility bills in the coming days. The masses are highly perturbed given the
situation and are cursing the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government for not taking any effective
steps to reduce commodities prices.
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rime Minister Imran Khan has time and

again shaken up his economic team to im-

prove the economic condition of the coun-

try and betterment for the general public but
over the last one year, the prices of everything have
been jumping up without any let up. The Prime Min-
ister called the price-hike a conspiracy against his
government. The existing situation, however, proves
it is not a conspiracy against the government but mis-
management and bad governance on the part of the
ruling PTI. The price hike is the result of a number
of economic factors, such as a substantial increase in
the prices of utilities — gas and electricity, petroleum
products, reduction in agricultural production, and
devaluation of the rupee.
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Prime Minister Imran Khan mad made tall
claims of not accepting foreign loans when his Party
will come to power. But Pakistan’s economic condi-
tion in this government has phenomenally banked on
the financial bailout package from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) which it provided forcing
the Imran Khan-led government to increase prices
of utility services and basic commodities. And the
government budged to the conditions of the Fund
ignoring the fact the emerging situation will be more
dolesome for the poor when the value of their mea-
gre resources has already been shrunken by the rupee
devaluation and joblessness in their class is reaching
an alarming proportion.

It should be noted that Pakistan
is among those countries, where
more than half of the income of
a house, is spent on food items.
With the increase in costs of
petrol, electricity units,
transport, coupled with indirect
taxes, the low-income families
have plunged into further pov-
erty, hunger, and malnutrition

The National Price Monitoring Committee
(NPMCO) is holding meetings but it has failed to
come up with any practical solution to provide for
the people. Prime Minister Imran Khan needs to
take immediate stocks of the situation in view of the
fact that his policies are hitting hard at that segment
which goes to make and break of a political party
in the election. And he needs to know even his own
diehard workers are turning against the Party as they
are starving to death due to unprecedented inflation.

It should be noted that Pakistan is among those
countries, where more than half of the income of
a house, is spent on food items. With the increase
in costs of petrol, electricity units, transport, coupled
with indirect taxes, the low-income families have
plunged into further poverty, hunger and malnutri-
tion. Caught up in an inflationary spiral, Pakistan
has a daunting double-digit inflation rate, currently
averaging 10.9 percent as against the recommended
2-3 percent.

Understanding how to control price is one of the
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most complex issues in Pakistan. As always, we look
at rising prices for all the essentials such as fruits, veg-
etables, grains, oil, and more.

In government, there is the Price Control and Pre-
vention of Profiting and Hoarding Act, 1977 which
aims to regulate prices, sales and distribution, trans-
port and inter-provincial transport, and the holding
of shares of key assets. Apart from this action, im-
portant items are being collected but the provincial
government cannot know what the reasons for the
pleasure are and why daily prices are rising.

Section 6 (2) of the Act states that “no person
shall sell or re-sell any valuable asset at a higher price
than the prescribed price.” In addition, section 7 of
the Act also provides for penalties that “if any person

violates any provision made under section 3 or a no-
tice issued, or an order made under section 6 shall be
liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three
years and to a fine.”

In Punjab, there is The Food Stuff Control Act,
1958, the Punjab Agricultural Produce Markets Or-
dinance, 1978, and the Registration of Godowns
Act, 2014 for stability and availability of significant
assets. In price control, there are many Sindh laws
and regulations such as The Sindh Essential Com-
modities Price Control and Prevention of Profiting
and Hoarding Act, 2005, The Sindh Wholesale Ag-
riculture Produce Markets (Development & Regu-
lations) Act 2010, and Sindh Registration of Gods
Act, 1995. Occupation their control over pricing,
sale and distribution, transportation and transporta-
tion and the holding of shares of various ‘essentials’,
the establishment of independent agricultural mar-
ket sectors and preventing revenue collection and en-
suring the sustainable acquisition and acquisition of
valuable assets.

In Balochistan and KPK, there is the Balochistan
/ West Pakistan Foodstuffs Control Act, 1958, and
the Baluchistan Agricultural Markets / KPK Act,
1999/2007. This aims for the various powers within
the provincial government to regulate the supply, dis-
tribution, and distribution, as well as trade and trade,
food supply, and control of the purchase and sale of
agricultural products.
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As a government measure, price controls can be
done for very good purposes, but in reality, they of-
ten do not work. Most price control efforts are often
difficult to overcome the economic power of supply
and demand at any given moment. When prices
are established by trading in the free market, prices
change to maintain a balance between supply and
demand. However, when the government imposes
price controls, the result could be the creation of ex-
cessive demand in the inflation situation or an exces-
sive supply in the form of inflation.

It is important to control inflation in the country
not only from a political and economic point of view
but also from maintaining food security and nutri-
tion in the country. Although the role and extent to
which government must directly regulate food prices
remain questionable, it is clear that the current sys-
tem of price control is facing challenges and failed
to serve its purpose. The weakness of the structure is
very great throughout the agricultural chain, and the
information available to all government departments
remains fragile. However, some recent policy mea-
sures look like direct measures.

So the net result is the people are running out of
patience and the massive protests against the high in-
flation are on the anvil.

Members of the Awami Rickshaw Drivers Union
staged a protest against high fuel prices in Lahore.
They said that if the government did not bring down
petrol and natural gas prices down, they would stage
an indefinite sit-in.

Protestors were holding placards inscribed with
slogans against the government’s inaction to con-
trol the spiraling price hikes. They also shouted
full-throated slogans expressing their resentment.
Meanwhile, the unprecedented fuel price hike is af-
fecting transporters as much as commuters.

On the political plain high inflation has become
the most glaring and major drawback of the PTI
government. So taking advantage of the situation,
Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) head Mau-
lanaFazlurRehman has announced a countrywide
movement against rising inflation and poor eco-
nomic policies. MaulanaFazl in a statement severely
criticised the Imran Khan government over drop-
ping a “petrol bomb” on the nation. “We will run a
countrywide movement against the inflation and the
PDM will make the next plan after completing the
first phase,” the Maulana in the runup to the protest
drive. The PDM head requested the public to take
to the streets against rising inflation, unemployment.
He further said a session of PDM would be held to
take important decisions regarding the long march
and protest demonstrations this time around on the
very genuine problem of the masses.

MaulanaFazlurRehman, Opposition Leader in
National Assembly Shehbaz Sharif had decided to
launch a nationwide movement against inflation
during a telephone conversation.

The two leaders agreed to hold countrywide
movement, rallies, and marches to mobilize the na-
tion against inflation, unemployment, and the worst
economic situation.

PPP chairperson Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari is put-
ting pressure on the Central government the way
its suits his party government in Sindh. While ad-
dressing a rally in Karachi he accused Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan of trying to turn all institutions
of the country into his party’s Tiger Force, saying
the current state of affairs showed “this is not tab-
deeli(change), but destruction.”

The rally was held to mark the anniversary of the
2007 Karsaz bombing on Benazir Bhutto’s home-
coming convoy. He attacked the parliament, Senate,
judiciary, ECP, Punjab police, and Punjab bureau-
cracy as he changed the Punjab police chief and
chief secretary many times. No institution is left as
he is even trying to make the media his Tiger Force,”
Bilawal alleged.

“He (PM Imran) is also trying to turn the Army
and ISI (Inter-Services Intelligence) into his Tiger
Force,” he said.

The Corona Relief Tiger Force (CRTF) was con-
stituted by the government last year to ensure the
implementation of standard operating procedures
(SOPs) to curb the spread of Covid-19. m
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The country’s top investigation agencies have been tasked to
investigate those individuals. The agencies will also seek help
from the provincial revenue departments and Nadra

massive global investigation has ex-
posed the ties between world leaders to
the hidden world of offshore wealth col-
lectively worth trillions of dollars.

Dubbed the Pandora Papers, the landmark
probe, published was conducted by the Internation-
al Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICLJ)
— an ensemble of 600 journalists from 150 media
outlets in 117 countries.

Digging into more than 11.9 million documents
leaked from 14 offshore financial services firms, the
ICIJ found that 35 heads of state and government
and more than 300 politicians have set up offshore
structures and trusts in tax havens from the British
Virgin Islands, Seychelles, to Hong Kong and Be-
lize.

In addition to the politicians and heads of states,
singer Shakira and former Indian cricket captain
Sachin Tendulkar are among celebrities and sport
stars named in the investigation.

It is surprise to know that more 700 high profile
Pakistanis including prominent politicians, families
of arm forces officers, media owners and powerful
businessmen.

According to the report, the offshore companies
of many powerful personalities currently serving in
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s cabinet have been ex-
posed. Minister of Finance and a close aide of PM
Imran Khan, Shaukat Tarin, along with three of his
family members having offshore companies.

Omer Shehriyar, the younger brother of Feder-
al Minister for Industries and Production Khusro

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Bakhtiar also owns offshore companies.

Faisal Vawda, the former federal minister and
a very close friend of PM Imran Khan, along with
two other family members hold offshore compa-
nies.

The PTI leader and senior Punjab Minister for
Food Abdul Aleem Khan and the former federal
minister and now Senator Faisal Vawda with two
family members among those holding offshore
companies.

Furthermore, the sons of former Special As-
sistant to Prime Minister on Finance and Revenue
Wagar Masood Khan and former finance minister
Ishaq Dar also own offshore companies.

Meanwhile, former Sindh minister of informa-
tion Sharjeel Memon, former chairman Federal
Bureau of Revenue (FBR) and Secretary Finance
Salman Siddig’s son Yawar Salman also own off-
shore companies.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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Besides politicians, the Pandora Papers also
exposed few top retired military officers and their
family members who owned offshore companies
and kept their wealth secret.

The wife and son of former Corps Command-
er and Lt Gen (retd) Muhammad Afzal Muzaffar
own offshore companies. Furthermore, Maj Gen
(retd) Nusrat Naeem, Lt Gen (retd) Khalid Mag-
bool’s son-in-law, Lt-Gen (retd) Tanvir Tahir’s wife,
Lt-Gen (retd) Ali Kuli Khan'’s sister, Air Chief Mar-
shal (Retd) Abbas Khattak’s sons also owned off-
shore companies.

The investigative report released by ICIJ also
revealed that some powerful media owners in Paki-
stan have offshore companies.

The media owners who own offshore compa-
nies include Mir Shakil-ur-Rahman, the owner of
Jang Group, Hamid Haroon, CEO Dawn TV, Sul-
tan Ahmed Lakhani, the publisher of Express Me-
dia Group, the owner of Pakistan Today, late Arif
Nizami, and the Gourmet Group.

Apart from that some business tycoons of Paki-
stan also own offshore companies. Javed Afridi, the
owner of the Peshawar Zalmi franchise has three
offshore companies including; Old Trafford Proper-
ties Ltd, Sutton Gas Works Properties Ltd and Gas
‘Works Property Ltd.

The report further revealed that National Bank
President Arif Usmani owned a company named
Sasa Partners Inc.

The Pandora Papers further unveiled that Man-
aging Director of National Investment Trust, Ad-
nan Afridi also owned offshore company, Veritas
Advisory Services Ltd in October 2011.

According to the ICLJ, the revelations are part
of the Pandora Papers, a new global investigation
into the shadowy offshore financial system that al-
lows multinational corporations, the rich, famous
and powerful to avoid taxes and otherwise shield
their wealth.

The probe is based on more than 11.9 million
confidential files from 14 offshore services firms
leaked to the ICIJ and shared with 150 news orga-
nizations around the world.

After shocking revealing in the report, govern-
ment has launched probe against the 700 Pakistanis
whose name appeared in the Pandora Papers.

The country’s top investigation agencies have
been tasked to investigate those individuals. The
agencies will also seek help from the provincial rev-
enue departments and Nadra.

The government had announced it will establish
a high-level cell under the Prime Minister’s Inspec-
tion Commission to question all individuals, who
are part of the Pandora Papers with the aim to pres-

After shocking revealing in
the report, government has
launched probe against the 700
Pakistanis whose name
appeared in the Pandora Papers

ent the facts before the nation

In light of the investigation, reports will be pro-
vided to the FIA, NAB and FBR so that legal action
could be taken against the Pakistanis who invested
in the offshore companies according to the Paki-
stani law.

The Pandora Papers investigation has been di-
vided into two parts according to which current or
former public office holders and the business fig-
ures will be investigated separately.

In the first phase, details of Pakistanis who
names appeared in the Pandora Papers are being
collected pertaining to their businesses, bank ac-
counts and properties in the country along with
their daily expenses, children’s education and mar-
riage expenses. Apart from this, the details of their
foreign trips, medical treatment and shopping are
also being collected. The agency will also gather
specifics about their public and private bank ac-
counts, mobile data, travel agents and booking de-
tails of private hotels. m
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* Foolproof mechanism
a must to stop power
theft, line losses

powerregulator, NEPRA, thelosses of HESCO, PESCO, SEPCO,
and QESCO have gone higher by 38.55 percent, 38.18 percent,
35.27 percent, and 27.9 percent respectively. The actual losses
of most of the DISCOs for the FY 2020-2] remained higher
than the targets given of even the FY 2019-20

t is shocking to know that despite the high cost

of power and constant increase of the power tar-

iff, the line losses and power theft have increased

mainly due to underhand dealing between the
consumers and the departmental staff, and the em-
ployees of the power supply companies. There is a
dire need to combat the line losses and power theft,
and for that end concerned XENs, SDOs need to be
held responsible for the illegal use of power units and
theft in their respective areas. As a suggestion, Discos
may be given to the Army control to check the power
theft and line losses. It is fact that the units of elec-
tric energy generated by power stations never match
with the units distributed to the consumers. Some
percentage of the units is lost in the distribution net-
work. This difference in the electricity generated and
distributed units is known as transmission and distri-
bution losses. The recent report showed that the loss-
es of four power distribution companies (DISCOs),
including Hyderabad, Peshawar, Sukkur, and Quetta
Electric Supplies Companies, have increased during
2020-21.According to the State of Industry Report
published by the power regulator, NEPRA, the loss-
es of HESCO, PESCO, SEPCO and, QESCO have
gone higher by 38.55 percent, 38.18 percent, 35.27
percent, and 27.9 percent respectively.

‘While the losses of Tribal Electric Supply Com-
pany (TESCO), Gujranwala Electric Supply Compa-
ny (GEPCO), Faisalabad Electric Supply Company
(FESCO), Multan Electric Power Company (MEP-
CO), Lahore Electric Supply Company (LESCO),
and Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO)
remained 9.58 percent, 9.23 percent, 9.28 percent,
14.93 percent, 11.96 percent, and 8.54 percent re-
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spectively. The actual losses of most of the DISCOs
for the FY 2020-21 remained higher than the given
targets set even for the FY 2019-20, the report fur-
ther said. During the FY 2020-21, IESCO, GEPCO,
MEPCO, and PESCO reported above 100 percent
recoveries. The worst performers were QESCO, SEP-
CO, HESCO, and TESCO with 39.80 percent, 64.48
percent, 75.63 percent, and 83.27 percent recoveries
respectively. LESCO and FESCO reported 98.72 per-
cent and 97.30 percent recoveries during the year.

The transmission and distribution losses beyond
the permitted limit and the recoveries less than 100
percent hamper the payment to transmission and gen-
eration companies. The wide gap between the pay-
able and the actual payments to the transmission and
generation companies was resulting in the increase in
the circular debts, the report said. The efficiency of
the whole power sector depended very much on the
efficient distribution of electricity, the power regula-
tor noted. Being responsible to sell electricity to the
end-consumer, the distribution sector generated cash
flows to pay for the cost of distribution, transmission
as well as generation of electricity.

There are nine government own electrical power
distribution companies involved in electricity distri-
bution in Pakistan. Over decades electricity indus-
try has been under government supervision and the
national regulatory body, NEPRA (National Elec-
tric Power Regulating Authority), monitoring and
assigned to determine the electricity tariff. It also
monitors the performance of electricity distribution
companies. NEPRA defines the policy and roadmap
for distribution companies, how to control electricity
theft and recover unpaid bills. However, the electrici-
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ty theft ratio is more than the previous years because
the users of illegal electricity connections or involved
in tampering with the maters went with impunity
while the lack of management, weak law, and order
situation, corruption, poor infrastructure, poor mon-
itoring system, poor training for staff account for the
other factors for power theft.

Electricity theft is a serious offence and miscon-
duct and those involved in this act need to be pun-
ished. The users of illegal connections practice power
theft by illegally latching the wire with the main sup-
ply line directly. It is called kunda connection. And
the honest consumers who abide by the law have to
bear the financial burden of the power thrift by way
of huge tariffs and irregular electrical power supply
while the department also commits overbilling about
them to narrows down the difference between the
power used and the power supplied. The progress
and development of the economy depends on the
availability of electricity in a country. In Pakistan
economy losses more than Rs 89 billion every year
due to electricity theft, irregularities, and physical
tampering of electricity meters. There are a number
of easy and difficult ways for common consumers
and sometimes meter readers to commit power theft
electricity. There are such methods that no one can
identify these thefts until electricity meter is removed
and sent for laboratory inspection. Pakistan is the
country where all theft methods and techniques are
carried out by electricity consumers to save money il-
legally. Among a variety of tricks, methods, and tech-
niques used worldwide for electricity stealing, there
is hardly any which is misses the list of methods in
Pakistan. The electricity thieving methods are divid-
ed into two major categories such as meter tempering
where ‘imposters’ manipulate the internal structure
of electricity meters and the other is, line tempering
where the ‘intruders’ bypass the electricity meter con-
nection and directly hook wire with the mainline of
the power supply. Therefore the country faced huge
revenue losses. Scores of consumers have been fac-
ing load-shedding at the hands of the Lahore Electric
Supply Company (Lesco) in the so-called high-loss
areas. Feeders, which show high power thefts, are
switched off by Lesco to avoid overload on the rest
of the distribution system. This is highly unjustifiable
as many honest consumers, who are not involved in
power theft and pay their bills regularly, are made to
suffer. There are certain housing colonies showing
zero power theft, but they go without power for hours
because some other people on their common feeder
are stealing the electricity. Instead of finding and pun-
ishing the electric thieves, the Lesco switches off the
entire feeder, punishing those who are not at fault. It
is apparent that the Lesco staff is highly incompetent

TESCO, GEPCO, FESCO,
MEPCO, LESCO, and IESCO
remained at 9.58 percent, 9.23
percent, 9.28 percent, 14.93
percent, 11.96 percent, and 8.54
percent respectively in terms of
line losses.

and inefficient to apprehend the power thieves who
are not only become a cause of load-shedding but are
actually inflicting huge financial loss that is ultimately
borne by the government and the honest consumers.

The consumers have been critical of the govern-
ment over reports that power companies have been
sending electricity bills to the customers for the use
of power beyond the permitted limit of 31 days. It is
shocking that power companies have issued monthly
bills for more than the allowed 31 days and that this
has been happening since January 2021. The rules
state that all tariffs for the residential customers are
applicable only on a maximum billing period of 31
days, the power companies are issuing bills for 35
and 37 days of electricity usage to their customers in
a single month in order to raise tariff charges. This
is in blatant disregard of the law and is a matter of
concern. m
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Reaffirming Pakistan’s commitment to running a safe and secure civilian nuclear programme,
the PAEC head recalled that Pakistan had placed all its nuclear power plants and research
reactors under the IAEA Safeguards without exception

irst time Pakistan has showcased its

achievements in the peaceful uses of nu-

clear technology before the global com-

munity at the IAEA headquarters in
Vienna. The exhibition stands to showcase Paki-
stan’s achievements in the peaceful uses of nuclear
technology in diverse fields, such as power gener-
ation, health, agriculture, industry, and environ-
mental protection.

Chairman of the Pakistan Atomic Energy
Commission (PAEC), Muhammad Naeem, and
Head of Turkish Nuclear and Mineral Research
Agency (TENMAK), Prof. DrAbdulkadirBalikci
inaugurated Pakistan’s national exhibition stand
at the annual General Conference of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna
recently.

TAEA’s Deputy Director-General and Head
of the Department of Nuclear Sciences and Ap-
plications NajatMokhtar also attended the inau-
guration. NajatMokhtar, addressing on the occa-
sion, said that Pakistan had made great strides in
harnessing nuclear technologies for pursuing so-
cio-economic development. She appreciated Paki-
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stan’s decades-long collaboration with the IAEA.

Speaking on the occasion, Pakistan’s Perma-
nent Representative to the IAEA, Ambassador
Aftab Ahmad Khokher highlighted the ways in
which nuclear technology was contributing to
Pakistan’s socio-economic development and paid

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

tribute to scientists and engineers of the Paki-
stan Atomic Energy Commission for making it
possible.

The exhibition stand remained functional
during the entire week of the TAEA’s General
Conference and it was visited by international
delegates, staff of the IAEA, and other interested
people. As a founding member of the IAEA, Paki-
stan has enjoyed longstanding mutually beneficial
cooperation with the organisation mandated to

—— Wiﬂ ! w -
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promote the peaceful uses of nuclear technology.
Chairman Pakistan Atomic Energy Commis-
sion (PAEC), Muhammad Naeem also addressed
the IAEA annual General Conference. He said
Pakistan strongly supported the Agency’s role in
promoting the peaceful uses of nuclear technolo-

IAEA’s Deputy Director-Gener-
al and Head of the Department
of Nuclear Sciences and
Applications NajatMokhtar also

attended the inauguration

gy in accordance with its motto, “Atom for Peace
and Development.” He said Pakistan was forging
ahead to expand the share of nuclear power in the
national energy mix not only to meet its growing
energy needs but also to mitigate the impact of
climate change as nuclear was a carbon-free and
reliable source of energy.

Reaffirming Pakistan’s commitment to running
a safe and secure civilian nuclear programme, the
PAEC head recalled that Pakistan had placed all
its nuclear power plants and research reactors un-
der the IAEA Safeguards without exception. =
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izzy drinks regularly come under fire from
researchers, doctors, and experts who
have warned on countless occasions that
they are full of sugar and chemicals with
(usually) zero nutritional value. But many of us
are still unaware of the real damage that the thirst-
quenchers can harm our health system. The citric
acid reacts with the carbonate in the bicarbonate of
soda to form carbon dioxide gas. These bubbles of
carbon dioxide are what make your drink fizzy.

Carbonated beverages contain dissolved car-
bon dioxide, which becomes a gas when it warms
to body temperature in your stomach. Consuming
carbonated soft drinks may cause repeated belching
as your stomach stretches from the accumulation
of carbon dioxide gas. Food and stomach acid may
come up your food pipe as you belch, causing heart-
burn and a sour taste in your mouth.

Consumers in the developed world are gradually
giving up sodas, and the battle against overweight is
now the public-health priority. Europe, the Middle
East, and even Asian countries like Pakistan, Ban-
gladesh, India, and Nepal have bitter experiences
of fizzy drinks. Added sugars are found in common
beverages, like soda, that lack nutritional value.
‘When consumed in excess, added sugars can con-
tribute to weight gain and lead to chronic diseases
like diabetes, stomach, heart, kidney, and bone is-
sues. A 12-ounce cans of Coke and Pepsi contains
39 grams of sugar (about 10 teaspoons), which is
more than 80 percent of the recommended daily in-
take for a healthy diet. Drinking a can of pop a day
means that, every year, you are consuming about 65
pounds of sugar from soft drinks alone.

Soda does not make a person feel full in the
same way that consuming the same amount of cal-
ories from solid food would. Some people may con-
tinue eating despite consuming a high-calorie drink.
People have started to move on from the use of soft
drinks and carbonated water. They now prefer to
have drinks that are more natural, contain natural
sugar instead of added sugar, and are healthier for
their body.

‘We rather than consume fizzy drinks should use
alternatives of soda that are widely available. They
include water, milk, coffee, tea, and even fruit juices
in moderation.

Water is the universal drink that will no doubt
satisfy your thirst and cool you down but there are
other natural juices that one can consume and gain
health benefits also. Here’s a list of natural thirst
quenchers in this edition of Eat Right.

Coconut water is nature’s gift to us. Unlike ar-
tificial sports drinks, unsweetened coconut water is
naturally low in carbohydrates while at the same
time rich in electrolyte potassium, which plays a
key role in good hydration. In addition to this, co-
conut water is about 95 percent water. Support the
jelly man while boosting your health.

Adding lime or lemon juice to water is also an-
other great thirst quencher. The citrus juices act as
a natural water flavouring agent and make water
more interesting to the palate. Lemons and limes
are rich in electrolytes such as potassium, calcium,
and magnesium.

Amazingly enough, a cucumber is about 96 per-
cent water. Well, a good portion of it is vitamin K,
which is associated with bone and heart health.

Watermelon is 92 percent water and six percent
sugar, perfect for when you want a sweet hydrating
drink without overdosing on the sugar. Watermelon
happens to be a great source of electrolytes, includ-
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Effects of

Beverages

Consumers in the developed world are gradually giving
up sodas, and the battle against overweight is now the

public-health priority. FKurope,
Asian countries like Pakistan,

the Middle East, and even the
Bangladesh, India, and Nepal

have bitter experiences of fizzy drinks

ing calcium, magnesium, and potassium and is also
a great source of other important nutrients such as
vitamin A, which plays a vital role in bone and cell
growth as well as immune function.

The passion fruit juice is also a great thirst
quencher when it gets hot. Blending the pulp of the
gourd and filtering the juice through a fine strain-
er before adding honey to the taste is sure to cool
down your system and keep you up and running
during the summer. The high concentration of vita-
min C will also add to the strength of your immune
system.

Water is the universal drink that
will no doubt satisfy your thirst
and cool you down but there
are other natural juices that one
can consume and gain health

benefits also

To prep your body for the summer heat, you can
cool down a variety of herb teas that you usually
drink hot and get your cool on. Honey is always
a better option than sugar as a sweetener. You can
use the medina, soursop leaves, mint, lemon grass
(fever grass), and many more herbs to make your
cold brew.
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The apple is also great for making a juice that is
guaranteed to quench your thirst. Blended with a
hint of ginger and lime, this juice is certain to satis-
fy your thirst and give you that extra burst of energy
needed to face the blazing sun.

Celery juice is another thirst buster. It is also
filled with nutrients to keep you going such as po-
tassium, vitamin C, vitamin A, vitamin K, phos-
phorous, and calcium.

There’s no need to purchase sugary sodas or
pricey, so-called vitamin-enhanced waters — which
also pack calories — when instead you can mix 100
percent no-sugar-added juice with seltzer. A thick,
tart juice, such as pomegranate or grape, makes for
a great “jeltzer” base, in addition to supplying po-
tential health benefits. Mix one part juice with three
parts seltzer to create this light and bubbly concoc-
tion.

Pomegranate juice and grape juice are sources
of antioxidants that may help protect your brain
and blood vessels. A small study published in Evi-
dence-Based Complementary and Alternative Med-
icine found that pomegranate juice helped improve
older adults’ mild memory problems.

Grape juice, meanwhile, may help protect the
heart. Scientists don’t know the type of grape and
the specific dose of grape juice that offers cardio-
vascular benefits, but authors of the current study
noted that the perks of flavonoids — disease-fight-
ing compounds found in plants including grapes —
could be seen in just %2 to 1 cup of Concord grape
juice.
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he Ministry of IT and Telecom (MoITT)

established a Software Technology Park

(STP) at Hazara University Mansehra

recently. Federal Minister for IT Syed
AminulHaque along with Minister for Railways
Azam Khan Swati inaugurated the STP here at
Mansehra, a District of KPK Province. Vice-Chan-
cellor Dr. Jamil Ahmed, Chief Executive Ignite Mr.
AsimShehryar, Member International Coordina-
tion AjmalAwan, a large number of dignitaries and
students also attended the ceremony.

In collaboration with Hazara University, the Pa-
kistan Software Export Board (PSEB) an Organiza-
tion of MoITT has set up this STP for which a large
space of 12,000 square feet, has been allotted in the
university area. The technology park will provide
all facilities to the IT companies so that they can
ensure the acquisition of valuable foreign exchange
for the country by providing IT products and tech-
nical services to companies from all over the world
without any hindrance.

Addressing the Occasion Federal Minister
for Information Technology and Telecom, Syed
AminulHaque said that besides the technology
park, a National Incubation Center (NIC) would be
set up at Hazara University soon under the Minis-
try of IT. He said that the bright future of the youth
depends on adapting themselves to digital technol-
ogy. “In this regard, our job is to provide you facil-
ities and your job is to take advantage of it and not
only to make your future safe and radiant but also
play a significant role in the national development”
he added.

Syed AminulHaq announced that the Ministry
of IT will soon launch the smartphone for all proj-
ects as “we want to see the latest 3/4G phones each
worth not more than PKR 8,000 to 12,000 in the
hands of 220 million people so that, they can access
the digital world.”

The Federal Minister for IT also said that prepa-
rations are underway for the launch of 5G technol-
ogy by December 2022, as well as projects worth
Rs. 31 billion for the provision of connectivity and
high-speed internet in un-served and under-served
areas will be completed soon. He assured a joint
meeting of PTA, Cellular Operators, and USF to
resolve connectivity issues in Mansehra.

Syed AminulHaque said that as per the US and
European style we are going to launch 911 emer-
gency services across the country under which am-
bulance, police assistance, fire brigade, gas, electric-
ity, and other rescue services will be possible with
just dialing Nine One One (911). Speaking on the
occasion, Railway Minister Azam Khan Swati said
that information technology is the future for the
economic stability of the country and a surety to
safe and prosperous life of the youth.

The plans of the Ministry of IT for providing
connectivity and internet in remote areas of the
country are commendable.

Meanwhile, while signing the spectrum licenses
to three winning cellular mobile operators for AJK
and Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), Chairman Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA) Major Gen (retd)
Amir AzeemBajwa said that the 5G technology
would soon be launched in Pakistan.

Through open bidding, the PTA
generated total revenues of
$70.8 million for auctioning two
blocks in I800 MHz and 2100
MHz for improving the quality
of services in AJK and
GilgitBaltistan

Through open bidding, the PTA generated total
revenues of $70.8 million for auctioning two blocks
in 1800 MHz and 2100 MHz for improving the
quality of services in AJK and GilgitBaltistan.

Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs and GB
Ali Amin Gandapur said on the occasion that there
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Preparations
underway to launch
oG by next year

The Federal Minister for I'T also said that preparations are
underway for the launch of 5G technology by December
2022, as well as projects worth Rs. 31 billion for the provision
of connectivity and high-speed internet in un-served and
under-served areas will be completed soon

were two major demands, including granting the
GB provincial status on an interim basis and a sec-
ond spectrum auction to ensure connectivity. He
said the government had met its one commitment
while granting provincial status on the interim basis
to the GB was entering the final stage.

The licence signing ceremony for the Next Gen-
eration Mobile Services (NGMS) in Azad Jammu
& Kashmir and GilgitBaltistan was held recently.
Three Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs), CMPak
(Zong), Telenor Pakistan, and PTML (Ufone), have
been issued new licences for the spectrum secured
in the auction process.

The event was attended by Federal Minister
for Kashmir Affairs and GilgitBaltistan, Ali Amin
Khan Gandapur, Chief Minister of GilgitBaltistan,
Muhammad Khalid Khurshid, Federal Secretary
for IT & Telecommunication Dr. Suhail Rajput,
Chairman PTA, Maj Gen (retd) Amir AzeemBa-
jwa, members of the authority, Special Assistant to
Prime Minister AJ&K for Information Technology,
secretary Kashmir and GB Affairs, Executive Di-
rector, Frequency Allocation Board (FAB) and se-
nior management of mobile companies.

On the occasion, Federal Minister for Kashmir
Affairs and GB appreciated the efforts of PTA on

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

the successful completion of the spectrum auction
process. He congratulated the winning mobile op-
erators and said that through the NGMS, the digi-
tal divide will be reduced and tourism will flourish
in these regions.

The Chief Minister of GilgitBaltistan con-
gratulated the mobile operators on the award of
NGMS licences and hoped that this will open up a
new era of modern telecom services for the people
of AJ&K and GB. Federal Secretary for IT & T,
Dr. Suhail Rajput said that the Ministry of IT&T
was committed to enhancing connectivity and im-
proving digital infrastructure in the country.

The chairman PTA said that the Authority is
working to ensure that Pakistanis have access to
high-quality services and benefit from ubiquitous
coverage. Continuous efforts are being made to
spread state-of-the-art telecommunication services
to far-flung areas enabling access to a multitude
of opportunities for businesses, education, and
health.

The award of licences for NGMS in the two
regions will contribute towards strengthening the
uninterrupted availability of better telecom ser-
vices to the people of AJ&K and GB in line with
the GOP vision of ‘Digital Pakistan.’ m
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Chinese firms show
interest to revive
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Pakistan Steel Mills

As a state-owned company in the iron and steel industry,
MCC is one of the earliest Chinese companies to operate
businesses and projects in Pakistan. In 1990, MCC managed
the construction of the Saindak Gopper-Gold Mine based
on an engineering, procurement, and construction contract,
China Economic Net (CEN) reported

hree Chinese companies including the

Metallurgical Corporation of China

(MCC) have shown interest in reviving

Pakistan’s largest steel manufacturing
complex, Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM).

By promoting the local economy and helping
to improve social welfare, MCC is dedicated to be-
coming a model business in boosting economic co-
operation between China and Pakistan.

As a state-owned company in the iron and steel
industry, MCC is one of the earliest Chinese com-
panies to operate businesses and projects in Paki-
stan. In 1990, MCC managed the construction of
the Saindak Copper-Gold Mine based on an engi-
neering, procurement, and construction contract,
China Economic Net (CEN) reported.

Saindak Copper-Gold Mine has made a steady
profit for 18 consecutive years, becoming a major
driver of the local economy and praised by govern-
ments on both sides as “a model of China-Pakistan
economic cooperation”.

GuoWenqing, Chairman MCC had also met
Prime Minister Imran Khan, to discuss cooperation
and prospects of joint ventures in energy, industrial,
and various other sectors.

Sources at the Privatisation Commission of Pa-
kistan said earlier that the government is expecting
at least $1 billion in foreign investment by the end
of the year to revive PSM. Investors from Russia
are also displaying interest in running the facility as
part of a consortium.

PSM has the capacity to expand to produce
three million tons of cold and hot-rolled steel an-
nually. The plan includes creating a new subsidiary,
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Steel Corp Limited, on the premises of the Pakistan
Steel Mills to offer the mammoth industrial unit to
foreign investors.

Instead of selling or privatising the Mills, the
government aims to revive the operation and pro-
duction of the unit with the help of foreign inves-
tors to meet the growing local demand for steel.

Pakistan’s annual steel demand stands at about
eight million tons whereas local production fluctu-
ates in the range of three to four million tons. The
country fills the gap by importing steel and iron
from Japan and other countries.

A senior official at the Privatization Commis-
sion said the government was expecting at least
$1 billion in foreign investment by the end of the
year to revive Pakistan’s largest steel manufacturing
complex, Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM), with inves-
tors from Russia and China displaying interest in
running the facility as part of a consortium.

Once the producer of almost half the country’s
steel needs, state-owned PSM, designed and funded
by the Soviet Union in the 1970s, now has around
Rs400 billion in losses and liabilities. The facility
has been dormant since 2015 and contributes up to
Rs20 billion in annual losses to the national exche-
quer.

Officials say the Mills have the capacity to ex-
pand to produce three million tonnes of cold and
hot-rolled steel annually. But managers over the
years have failed to upgrade machinery, losses have
spiralled and production tumbled 92 percent in the
past decade as demand for steel tanked during the
2008 recession and customers turned to cheaper
Chinese products.
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But the government of Prime Minister Imran
Khan says it is resolved to turn around the facility’s
fortunes, calling for international companies to run
the Mills in partnership with the government.

The plan includes creating a new subsidiary,
Steel Corp Limited, on the premises of the Pakistan
Steel Mills to offer the mammoth industrial unit to
foreign investors. Instead of selling or privatizing
the Mills, the government aims to revive the oper-
ation and production of the unit with the help of
foreign investors to meet the growing local demand
for steel.

“We are planning to sell its shares to foreign
investors through a competitive bidding process,
which is expected to be completed by December
or January,” Iftikhar Naqvi, director-general of the
Privatization Commission said.
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“We are expecting at least one billion dollars
in foreign investment for an annual production of
one million tons in the first year. The investors may
pour an additional $3 to $4 billion to enhance the
annual production capacity of up to three million
tons.”

Nagqvi, who is the brain behind the government
effort to revive the stalled Mills, hopes the country
would be able to complete the financial closure of
all foreign investments by April next year to revive
and operate the steel mill and once more begin pro-
duction.

The Privatization Commission has recently
completed roadshows in Islamabad to gauge the
interest of local and foreign investors in the steel
mill, he said.

“We have received a very encouraging response
from numerous foreign investors, especially from
China and Russia,” Naqvi said.

“Once we revive our steel unit, it will not only
fulfill our local demand but also help us export
steel,” Naqvi said, adding that the government
would retain up to 74 percent shares to continue
having a decision-making role in the organization.

GuoWengqing, Chairman MCC
had also met Prime Minister
Imran Khan to discuss
cooperation and prospects of
joint ventures in energy, industri-
al, and various other sectors

Pakistan Steel Mills is spread over an area of
19,000 acres while the government has carved out
a piece of 1,229 acres to house machinery, equip-
ment, and plant for steel production to be handed
over to investors on lease. “This separate and clean
entity of all losses and liabilities will be handed over
to investors,” Naqvi said, “wherein they can install
new machinery and recruit technical hands of their
choice.”

Last year, six Russian firms including the MET-
PROM Group, three Chinese companies including
the Metallurgical Corporation of China (MCC),
four Ukrainian entities including Ukrainian Na-
tional Foreign Economic Corporation, one Amer-
ican firm, and three Pakistani companies expressed
interest in running the facility. m
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= Pakistani freelancin

fast bolstering

worldwide

Freelance
Pakistan

Pakistan ICT services exports have increased at a compound
annual growth rate of 10.8 percent, rising from $433 million
in the fiscal year 2009-10 to more than $I billion in the fiscal
year 2018-19. The United States accounts for 52 percent of
telecommunications, computer, and information services
exports, followed by the United Arab Emirates at 8.8 percent,
while the rest is shared by other countries

oftware development employs 42.4 percent

of Pakistani freelancers, which accounts

for 10.5 percent of all software develop-

ment freelancers worldwide. According to
the World Bank, this is significantly greater than
Nepal, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka, however low-
er than India. The report also stated that Pakistan’s
ICT services exports have increased at a compound
annual growth rate of 10.8 percent, rising from
$433 million in the fiscal year 2009-10 to more than
$1 billion in the fiscal year 2018-19. The United
States accounts for 52 percent of telecommunica-
tions, computer, and information services exports,
followed by the United Arab Emirates at 8.8 per-
cent, and the rest is shared by other countries.

Between 2009-10 and 2018-19, the Pakistani
share of computer-related services in these ICT
services exports climbed from 44 percent to 73 per-
cent, with an average annual growth rate of 17.3%.

According to the study, exports of low- to me-
dium-value-added software services including ap-
plication development, enterprise planning, and in-
tegration are concentrated in the computer-related
services industry. In addition, there is a scarcity of
product development activities.

The Pakistan Software Export Board has cur-
rently registered 4,641 IT enterprises and 4,066 con-
tact centres, according to the Bank’s newest study
“At Your Service? The Promise of Services-Led De-
velopment.” More than 300,000 IT specialists are
employed in the business, which is concentrated in
three major cities: Lahore, Karachi, and Islamabad.

The sector is dominated by domestically owned
businesses with only a few international activities.
Only one of the top ten exporters is international,
despite the fact that at least 13 percent of the com-
panies examined were foreign.
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Pakistan, on the other hand, has a significant
worldwide IT presence, with companies such as
IBM, Oracle, and Cisco, to name a few.

It is pertinent to mention here that the Federal IT
and Telecommunications Minister Syed AminulH-
aque opened the portal at the head office of the Pa-
kistan Software Export Board (PSEB) for the online
registration of freelancers. Speaking at the opening
ceremony, the Minister told the Pakistani freelanc-
ers that Pakistan’s phenomenal economic boom
had been fueled by growth in IT-related services.
The independent industry in Pakistan is increasing
significantly. Registering freelancers represents a
huge move forward in recognizing Pakistani free-
lancers’ work, he said. He stated Pakistani indepen-
dent growth would improve export revenues of the
country. Meanwhile, global payment platform Pay-
oneer, in its latest report “Freelancing in 2020: An
Abundance of Opportunities,” has ranked Pakistan
as the eighth fastest-growing freelancing economy
in the world with a year-on-year growth of 69 per-
cent. The same report ranked the Philippines, India,
and Japan as the top three fastest-growing freelanc-
ing markets, with the Philippines market growing
208 percent annually, India 160 percent, and Japan
showing 87 percent annual growth.

Following the global trend, the demand for free-
lance services in Pakistan was hit hard due to the
overall slowdown of the global economy and the
desire of businesses worldwide to cut costs. Earlier,
Payoneer in its ‘State of Freelancing Report During
Covid-19’ had noted that 64 percent of Pakistani
freelancers reported a drop in their revenues due to
many businesses and companies cutting outsourc-
ing costs and halting new projects.

“Likewise, this response is reflected in the rev-
enue figures where freelancing continued to grow
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year-on-year but temporarily slowing from 21
percent growth in March to 16 percent growth in
May,” the report noted. However, while the de-
mand for freelancers took a tough hit, at the peak of
the pandemic, 82 percent of Pakistani freelancers
in the State of Freelancing During Covid-19 report
were confident that demand would rise once the
crisis subsided. This confidence was proved correct
as revenues soared in May. Low short-term revenue
growth in the first quarter of 2020 was followed by
soaring revenue growth in the second quarter of
2020. The optimism of Pakistani freelancers for a

strong bounce-back was proven to be correct. For
the first half of 2020, freelancing revenues declined
by 5 percent in January, but soared to the peak
in July, exhibiting 47 percent growth month-on-
month. The report particularly lauded Punjab In-
formation Technology Board’s (PITB) e-Rozgaar-
Programme as a key contributor in this regard.

“One factor that goes a long way to explain
this is the step local government authorities took
in April last to shut down educational institutes
immediately as a way to contain the spread of the
virus,” the report read, adding that this led to the
development of a new online education system and
as part of this initiative, government training pro-
grammes, such as e-Rozgaar, expanded its services
throughout the country, offering people a new way
to enhance their professional capabilities.
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“The mission was to help expedite freelancing
skills for thousands and enable them to earn a living
in the most in-demand fields and ultimately lead to
a higher employment rate,” the report highlighted.

The sudden rush to learn new skills online
also boosted the demand for online instructors.
e-Rozgaar’s training programme allowed those
with previous freelancing experience, as well as
some sort of previous teaching experience, to eas-
ily apply and earn extra income by sharing their
expertise with eager students. e-Rozgaar’s latest

Federal IT and Telecommunica-
tions Minister Syed
AminulHaque opened the portal
at the head office of the Pakistan
Software Export Board (PSEB)
for the online registration of
freelancers

batch of trainees recorded the highest ever batch in-
come-earning of over Rs25 million in three months
during the Covid-19 lockdown. PITB Chairman
AzfarManzoor stated that e-Rozgaar was playing
a pivotal role in bringing down the unemployment
ratio among the youth. m
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mid the grow-
ing US-Chi-
na rivalry for
supremacy,
the geopolitics has been
altered to gain favour for

tlefield is the Indo-Pacific
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Race for supremacy

board- on security, trade,
technology, and human
rights issues. Actually,
America desires to make
an alliance of democra-
cies to defeat China. All

guard any human rights

[ J [ J [ J
oneself and outsmart the ln In _ P 1 I 1 r 1 n the maneuvers the US
rival. This time the bat- is taking are not to safe-

region. Since the US has
forged AUKUS, the re-
gional countries are con-
cerned about this move.
AUKUS is a defence
agreement- comprising
Australia, the UK, and
the US —which is aimed
to maintain a free and
open Indo-Pacific with
nuclear-powered subma-
rines potential on patrol
and the deal enables Aus-
tralia to acquire nucle-
ar-powered submarines.
China retorted it and
termed it “Cold War
Mentally” and claimed
such partnership is the
anti-China clique. They
do not have any defi-
nite purpose behind this
agreement but to con- [ues
tain China’s rise. Signing §
such deals will destablise
the peace and trigger the
arms race in the region.
Beijing claimed that they,
in order to contain Chi-
na’s growth, are throw-
ing military net around it
in the waterway like the
South China Sea and at-
tempting to halt China’s
economic development.
Also, Malaysia and
Indonesia fuss with this
move and are of the

view that this will speed  China retorted it and termed it “Cold War Mentally” and
claimed such partnership is the anti-China clique. They do
not have any definite purpose behind this agreement but

up the arms race and ag-
gression in the region.
North Korea chastised
this maneuver terming it
undesirable and danger-
ous and stated that it will
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to contain China’s rise

: but to contain China’s
economic influence and
military power.

However, Chinese
spokesman, Mr. Lijian
said: “Faced with the
common challenge of
fighting the epidemic and
economic recovery, the
people of the Asia-Pacific
region need growth and
~ employment, not subma-
' rines and gunpowder.”

He further vocalized,
“Individual powers have
repeatedly dispatched

military aircraft and war-
ships to the South China
Sea that spark trouble
and deliberately provoke
conflicts on maritime
issues. And, Chinese de-
termination to safeguard
national and territorial

¢l sovereignty, maritime
rights and interest is un-
wavering, and China

will continue to properly
handle differences with
the countries connected
through consultation and
negotiations.” This state-
ment clarifies that China
does not want war rather
prefers consultations, but
it is not necessary that it
is the reality. China has
already focused on mili-
tary power. If both rivals
escalate military power,
then danger will loom
and exacerbate already
worsened diplomatic
ties.

underscore North Korea

to continue developing its

arsenals of atomic weapons. Some Russian dip-
lomatic officials dubbed it astep to accelerate the
arms race and undermine the Nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty (NPT). Besides regional countries,
France was also ticked off with AUKUS, due to
the cancellation of a previously signed deal of $66
billion between France and Australia for conven-
tional submarines, which will cost France jobs and
revenue.

On the contrary, India and Japan, the antag-
onists of China and members of an anti-China
pact namely Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (also
known as QUAD), have warmly welcomed this
measure. But in reality, the AUKUS is nothing
more than a potential hazard for the region, in
which Washington is adopting the ‘Asian versus
Asian’ strategy to pit the Asian states against each
other to contain China’s rise and sell its weaponry.
However, the results of this gathering storm can be
far beyond the thoughts of political scientists and
eagerly participating Australia.

Apart, since Australia had close economic re-
lations with China, Australian Trade Union has
opposed this maneuver. It has shamed AUKUS
deal and insisted they do not want war with China
and warned of dangers to the country on multiple
fronts. Also, the Maritime Union of Australia has
opposed this deal and verbalisedthat Prime Min-
ister should not engineer such secret deals instead
supply vaccines and help lockdown affected.
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Moreover, a China state-owned newspaper,
Global Times, warned arms race and grimly stated
that Australian soldiers were likely to be the first
to die if China counterattacks.

To sum this deal, without having any challenge
to Australia, buying nuclear-powered submarines
is a potential step toward endangering and victim-
ising itself for nothing but to the US gain.

Apart from this alliance, the US hasQUAD
and ‘Five Eyes’ to focus on China and keep Chi-
na’s power from spreading. QUAD is the alliance
of the US, Japan, India, and Australia. The main
purposes of this alliance were economic and se-
curity interests that span the Pacific and Indian
oceans. QUAD was actually tailored for tsunami
relief efforts, which lay dormant until 2017. Lat-
er, it was revived by the Trump administration in
America to challenge China on every front. And,
Five Eyes is pertaining to the US, the UK, Cana-
da, Australia, and New Zealand.

On September 24, QUAD had an in-person
summit, in which they had discussed vaccine ex-
port, trade, and technology. The QUAD states also
said, “We stand for the rule of law freedom of nav-
igation and overflight, peaceful resolution of dis-
putes, democratic values, and territorial integrity
of states.” besides this the main purpose behind
the meeting was to opt strategy to counter China.

In addition to this, the Biden administration
had made clear that it desired to forge a united
front of democracies to deal with China across the
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Furthermore, Japan
is another active member
of QUAD, which is ardently participating in the
US-China rivalry. However, Japan’s participation
can be equally annihilatory for it.

Li Haidong, a professor at the Institute of
International relations of China Foreign Affairs
University, viewed that Japan has been leaving
no stone unturned to use the anti-China clique to
gain an upper hand in its territorial conflicts with
China, Russia, and on the Korean peninsula is-
sue. Further, Chinese analysts also warned Japan,
India, and Australia that if they went too far in
following the US strategy of containing China,
they will become cannon fodder as China will
steadily safeguard its interests.

Additionally, China’s rocketing influence and
military power deter America. If China finds any
danger from the US, China’s missile arsenal could
annihilate American bases in Asia in the open-
ing hours. Equally gruesome for the US is Chi-
na’s rapidly growing economic reach, which has
expanded state-owned companies to buy up stra-
tegic assets such as ports around the globe that
could be harnessed in times of war.

To encapsulate, this ebbing situation can de-
stablise peace in the region. Both the powers
should repair their completely dysfunctional rela-
tionship and evade forging blocs in the region. If
the region got divided into blocs, regional as well
as global peace will be at risk.-The writer is free-
lance columnist based in Karachi. m
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S Facebook,
WhatsApp
and Instagram
went down,

some were left ‘with noth-
ing to do’, while others
called it a ‘blessing in dis-
guise’ as they got to spend
quality time with their
families and friends. Many
also enjoyed the quietness,
sans irritating beeps and
notifications from their
phones.

Even though most jus-
tified their anxiety on not
being able to connect to
their loved ones, the out-
age brought to the fore
how heavily reliant people
are on social media

Many users did not re-q ‘
alise that WhatsApp was ‘
| - _J

down and frantically kept
checking their phones to
see the “blue tick”, which =
showed that the messages ‘}

were delivered. — .

They began to expe-
rience anxiety as they
thought there was some-
thing wrong with their
phones. They took out the
batteries and tried differ-
ent things to get their mes-i
sages delivered, but noth-
ing worked. They ended
up wasting a lot of time
just trying to ‘fix’ what
they thought was a phone
issue.

The social media out-
age interrupted sleep for
some; while others began
reminiscing about their
bygone times when people
like face-to-face talking
as well as on the phone.
Some wondered: what if
Facebook did not come
back and all the data was
lost?

Mental health experts
said that if this sudden so-
cial media outage left you
huffing and puffing, then
you need to rethink your
screen time and establish
a Dbetter digital-real life
balance.

Many may need a dig-

— .mﬁrr T
They began to experience anxiety as they thought there
was something wrong with their phones. They took out the
batteries and tried different things to get their messages

delivered, but nothing worked. They ended up wasting a lot
of time just trying to Tix’ what they thought was a phone iSsue ter, which did not experi-
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Social media
penetrating fast into
human life

on social media world-
wide is two hours and 25
minutes. We spend an av-
erage of seven hours on
the Internet and 3.5 hours
on TV, books, magazines,
etc. We spend two hours
reading, 1.3 hours listen-
ing to music, and one-hour
playing games. If we were
going to do a study on the
sociology of everyday life,
social media would be one
of the main tools of our
research. Social media is
not just in our lives — our
lives are now on social me-
dia.

A six-hour blackout
became a reason for anx-
iety among millions of
people worldwide, who
have been already coping
with the concerns of the
pandemic for the last two
years. However, social me-
dia is such an important
part of our lives that it has
become very difficult to
close the gap in our dai-
wly life. Social media be-

came an integral part of

our lives, so when it was
ggone for a while, filling
~ the unexpected free time
was a great challenge for
many. In fact, a friend of
mine stated that she went
to sleep at 10 pm GMT, a
very early hour for her, be-
cause she could not access
Instagram. It is like we are
living a simpler version of
some episodes from the
famed TV series “Black
Mirror.” At first, when we
could not reach social me-
dia channels, we doubted
our own internet. May-
be we turned the modem
on and off or thought we
didn’t have enough data
on our phone. Then, after
a short visit to Twitter, we
realized that no one had
access to the applications.
Then, instead of putting
the phone aside, we start-
ed to spend time on Twit-
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ence any access problems.

ital detox — which refers

to a period of time when a person refrains himself
from using devices, such as smartphones, televi-
sions, computers, and tablets.

Millions of users began to have trouble access-
ing social media platforms. Following the outage,
the shares of Facebook, which includes all three
social media platforms, were negatively affected,
losing more than five percent of their value as the
access issues continued. In addition to all these
technical and economical details, the six-hour-
long closure of these platforms, which are visited
by millions of people every day, suddenly affected
people’s daily lives. During this outage, users who
had no trouble accessing Twitter immediately
logged into that application.

As people were unable to follow up with what
is happening in the world through Facebook,
WhatsApp, and Instagram, millions of people
“migrated” to Twitter for a while.

In this six-hour period, we saw how import-
ant these platforms, which were not in our lives
just 20 years ago, are today. If we consider that
even diplomatic issues are handled through social
media applications, we can see that they have be-
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come indispensable parts of our daily life.

As of 2021, there are 4.2 billion social net-
work users in the world. This number is thought
to increase every year, and it is estimated to reach
4.4 billion users by 2025. Facebook, which has
2.7 billion active users as of 2021, is at the top,

Fven though most justified their
anxiety on not being able to
connect to their loved ones, the
outage brought to fore how
heavily reliant people are on
social media

WhatsApp follows it with 2 billion users, and In-
stagram is in fifth place with 1.2 billion users. We
can see the answer to the question of how much
time we spend on social media platforms in the
global usage report published for the first quarter
of 2021 by “We Are Social,” which analyzes the
internet and social media. The average time spent
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Of course, Twitter offi-
cials had noticed this, as they tweeted “hello lit-
erally everyone” from their official account. This
way, by staying on a social media application, we
would still receive news from the world and our
environment and would not experience a commu-
nication breakdown.

In 2004, author Patrick J. McGinnis intro-
duced a new concept, FOMO. According to the
concept, which stands for “Fear of Missing Out,”
individuals experience fear of missing out on
what others experience. It also includes the desire
to constantly watch what others are doing. When
individuals cannot access the internet, they begin
to feel restless, depressed, and irritable. Because
social media is the place where we spend our dai-
ly lives and define ourselves. Users like ourselves
display their selves on these platforms. Whether
we accept it or not, we each create a virtual iden-
tity. And a short interruption in access to social
media creates an interruption between us and our
virtual selves. Although it sounds like an episode
from the new season of Black Mirror, when we
cannot access social media applications, we can
question who we are, even for a short time. m

[ SEPTEMBER 15 - OCTOBER 15, 2021

i 00T|00T Foees

Rl
g0
L4 ald




S0
ol el
w0

rl-r;j-'l'ﬂFfl
74 S

P~ 00T /00T 755

specially designed photovoltaic cell was

developed that could generate up to 50

watts of power per square meter under

ideal conditions at night — about a
quarter of what a conventional solar panel can gen-
erate in the daytime.

The process is similar to the way a normal solar
cell works but in reverse. An object that is hot com-
pared to its surroundings will radiate heat as infra-
red light. A conventional solar cell is cool compared
to the Sun, so it absorbs light. Space is very cold, so
if a warm object is pointed at the sky, it will radiate
heat towards it.

Another kind of device, called thermoradiative
cell generates power by radiating heat to its sur-
roundings. Researchers have explored using them to
capture waste heat from engines. This thermoradia-
tive cell pointed at the night sky would emit infrared
light because it is warmer than outer space.

A regular solar cell generates power by absorbing
sunlight, which causes a voltage to appear across the
device and for current to flow. In these new devices,
light is instead emitted and the current and voltage
go in the opposite direction but power is still gener-
ated. The device would work during the day as well
if steps were taken to either block direct sunlight or
point it away from the Sun.

China - 254 GW:

Asia is heavily investing in solar power and
many of the world’s top generators come from this
continent. The top spot, though, goes to China,
which is a global leader for solar photovoltaics us-
age since 2015 when the country surpassed Germa-
ny. By the end of 2018, Chinese energy companies
had 174GW of cumulative installed solar capacity,
a huge increase from 2016’s grand total of 77GW.
This growth is helped by the fact China is also the
world’s largest manufacturer of solar panels. Cur-
rently, China has generated 254 GW through the
wind.

Chinese energy providers now have their sights
set on space, with scientists exploring the possibility
of installing a space-based solar power station in or-
bit, 22,370 miles above the earth. The station would
occupy an area covering 33 acres and could start to
generate power before 2040.

Over the last few years, the renewable energy in-
dustry has seen many positive stories coming from
the Middle East and Africa, although they haven’t
made the top 5, they’re certainly worth a mention.

Egypt is making fantastic strides towards achiev-
ing an ambitious national goal of renewable energy
making up 42 percent of the country’s energy re-
sources by 2035.

Morocco is also on track to meet its goal of re-
newable energy sources making up 42 percent of its
power resources by 2020, so much so that they are
raising that target to 52 percent by 2030.

This cell could potentially
operate around the clock,
balancing the power grid over
the day-night cycle.

Oman is aiming for 10 percent of its energy pro-
duction to come from “clean” sources by 2025 to
reduce the country’s dependence on natural gas.
Saudi Arabia’s first big solar project will soon get
underway in Sakaka which is estimated to produce
300 MW, and the UAE has set a national goal to
generate 44 percent of its energy from renewables,
mainly solar, by 2050.

These countries are likely to ascend the list of
global solar power leaders over the coming years as
they are arguably the driest and sunniest regions on
earth.

If such countries are adopting to generate power
through solar cells so Pakistan is the ideal country
that takes the benefits of along warm weather.

Some months ago, Pakistan had expressed in-
terest to work in collaboration with Denmark to
locally manufacture wind turbines and solar panels
to achieve the country’s clean energy goal and to re-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Free download: flare.pk

ECONOMY |

FLARE REPORT

Photovoltaic solar
cell works at night

Another kind of device called thermoradiative cell generates
power by radiating heat to its surroundings. Researchers have
explored using them to capture waste heat from engines.
This thermoradiative cell pointed at the night sky would emit
infrared light because it is warmer than outer space

duce the cost of renewable energy.

Pakistan and Denmark have formed a joint tech-
nical working group to develop the mechanism for
government-to-government collaboration on renew-

able energy. The decision was announced after the
meeting of Federal Energy Minister Omar Ayub
Khan with Danish Energy Agency specialists along
with Ambassador of Denmark LisRosenholm.
PM’s aide on power TabishGauhr and secretary
power division Zafar Ali Bhutta also attended the
meeting. Both sides reviewed the renewable energy
potential in Pakistan and the prospects of collabo-
ration in the clean energy sector. The Danish En-
ergy Agency experts shared the report on technical
support to Pakistan in renewable energy and energy

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

efficiency sectors.

Pakistan has set an ambitious target to increase
the share of renewable energy in the power sector to
25 percent by 2025 and 30 percent by end of 2030
including a 45 percent share of hydropower and 10
percent nuclear energy in the energy mix, Minister
shared.

Pakistan is encouraging private sector invest-
ment in renewable energy projects. Prime Minister
Imran Khan has vowed that by 2030 Pakistan would
produce 60 percent of its electricity from renewable
sources. Last week, the government announced to
launch 16 projects to generate wind and solar power
a cumulative capacity of 860MW that are expected
to become operational by this year. m
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Destinations Pakistan Showcases
Flamingos in Lake Ucchali -
Cautions to be Mindful

While it is important to promote tourism as it has the potential to bring the much-required
boom in the Pakistan economy, it is equally important to ensure that we take proactive and
pre-emptive measures to ensure that the tourism is sustained by maintaining and preserving
the tourist destinations and sights

lamingos are incredible birds — we should

all aspire to be more like them. They’re

vibrant, they share responsibilities be-

tween males and females, like humans
they are social animals, living in large colonies
and they are travellers. And right now, they are
visiting Pakistan! In their breath-taking video,
Destinations Pakistan has captured these “fiery”
birds languishing in Lake Ucchali in Soon Valley,
enjoying the world-renowned hospitality of our
country. Through the video, they not only threw a
spotlight on the natural wonders that are home to
Pakistan, but their thought-provoking caption trig-
gered a conversation around sustainable tourism
and eco-tourism.

. f
a;&:»:‘i:iﬁzs:ii‘iff
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Destinations is the leading travel and lifestyle
media platform continuously striving for a system-
ic change through our groundbreaking original
content and on-ground initiatives. They bring you
the most compelling stories and uncover Pakistan’s
cultural and natural hidden gems.

While it is important to promote tourism as it
has the potential to bring the much-required boom

L
adl
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in the Pakistan economy, it is equally important
to ensure that we take proactive and pre-emptive
measures to ensure that the tourism is sustained
by maintaining and preserving the tourist destina-
tions and sights.

Promoting tourism through
captivating and thought-pro-
voking content is the key, as it

not only showcases the tourism
potential but also builds a softer
image of Pakistan

As the world wakes up to the realities of the
pandemic, there is a deeper appreciation of and
preference for “mother earth” and nature. The be-
haviours are changing towards more outdoor, na-
ture-based tourism, vacations, and staycations. Pa-
kistan is well-positioned to benefit from this shift;
however, it will only be possible if we ensure that

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

the destinations and habitats are preserved and
protected.

In line with the priorities of the Government
of Pakistan, the #SaafDestinations initiative of
Destinations Pakistan is working on a two-point
agenda with a mission to ensure urgent climate ac-
tion, while simultaneously paving the way for sus-
tainable tourism. These are the kind of initiatives
that are the need of the hours as climate change
mitigation will not be possible unless everyone
joins the efforts.

Promoting tourism through captivating and
thought-provoking content is the key, as it not only
showcases the tourism potential but also builds a
softer image of Pakistan. It is great to see Destina-

tions Pakistan is bringing a sharpened lens to the
colours and diversity of Pakistan, but more impor-
tantly, it is encouraging to see someone finally ad-
vocate and raise awareness on responsible tourism,
sustainable tourism, and ecotourism.

We have a long to travel before we reach the
ideal. It is good to see the journey has started with
#SaafDestinations. =
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N Business- friendly

states ranked on
political basis

1/ 1ITE

Saudi Arabia, China, Azerbaijan, and the UAE were four
countries mentioned in the WilmerHale report where the IMI/
World Bank attempted to fudge the numbers around their
rankings. Saudi Arabia jumped 30 places to 62nd in the EDB
2020, while China jumped 7 places to 78th

he ability to attract international capital is
for many governments a question of the
utmost priority, and they continually vie
for the attention of major global investors
by marketing themselves as business-friendly juris-
dictions. In Pakistan’s transition from geo-politics
to geo-economics, improving the country’s Ease of
Doing Business(EDB, now discontinued) ranking
was early on identified as an important target, since
a strong business climate is a natural precursor for
a robust geo-economic strategy. Starting with more
low-hanging fruit, the government aimed to sys-
tematically improve the country’s ranking across
all metrics that were stipulated in the EDB. This is
a very prudent approach to economic reform, as it
uses a standardised international rubric as its guide.
Without this, the scope of required reforms would
be too vast to implement in a coherent and targeted
fashion, ranging from red-tape to respecting legal
contracts, and from tax processes to the provision
of utilities and infrastructure. Indeed, there were
many components to the EDB, which made it a
comprehensive schema for all countries to follow in
seeking to improve their business climate.
However, the use of rankings such as the EDB
as guides to initiating reform should be done while
remaining mindful of a worrying caveat: politici-
sation; which is to say, the subjectivity of perfor-
mance evaluation that is vulnerable to politically
engineered manipulation. Although the EDB was
a wide-ranging rubric that did indeed cover the es-
sentials of what most would considera truly busi-
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ness-friendly climate, it was a normative schema,
which means that it had discretion in deciding
what might be of importance in ensuring a good
business climate, and what mightdemonstrate that
this was being achieved. The manner in which its
subcomponents were evaluated, and the weights
were accorded to the subcomponents, could easily
make reforms seem more effective than they other-
wise were, and vice-versa. In addition, the field data
which was used to assess metrics could at times be
inconsistent or not necessarily representative of
the experience that a multinational would face in
their actual dealings. For example, the field data for
Pakistan’s EDB score was taken from Lahore and
Karachi, but a multinational may choose to build
their business out of Islamabad, where various di-
mensions may score much higher.

Furthermore, because the EDB ranking had tak-
en on heightened importance in many countries, the
performance evaluation of EDB metrics fell prey
to politicisation. A worrying example of this was
in a recent independent investigation of the IMF
and World Bank’s (WB) leadership, which allegedly
found a glaring degree of partisanship in the con-
struction of EDB evaluations. The legal firm Wilm-
erHale was commissioned by the ethics committee
of the World Bank to conduct a probe on the 2018
and 2020 EDB reports, and its findings highlight-
ed lapses in “ethical matters, including the conduct
of former board officials, as well as current and/
or former Bank staff.” The concerns were centered
around former World Bank head Jim Yong Kim
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and current IMF head KristalinaGeorgieva, who
along with their senior staff exerted “direct and in-
direct pressure” to change the EDB’s methodology
to give countries altered rankings. Saudi Arabia,
China, Azerbaijan, and the UAE were four coun-
tries mentioned in the WilmerHale report where
the IMF/World Bank attempted to fudge the num-
bers around their rankings. Saudi Arabia jumped
30 places to 62nd in the EDB 2020, while China
jumped 7 places to 78th. The Azerbaijan example
is particularly intriguing because the IMF was actu-
ally trying to downplay, according to WilmerHale,
the improvements that the Azeri government had
made since it “froze” Azerbaijan’s scores on several
metrics to make it seem as if the Azeris had not
been making sufficient progress when they indeed
had. The IMF’s headGeorgieva has said that she
“fundamentally (disagrees) with the findings and
interpretations” of the report, and the WB’s Kim
has not commented publicly on the accusations
in the report. Given the existing notoriety of the
World Bank and IMF, and heightened power poli-
tics played in international fora, the idea of nonpar-
tisan and technocratic analysis by these institutions
comes into increasing question. One might ask, for
example, what percentage of Saudi Arabia’s rise in
the 2020 EDB ranking was attributable to Prince
MBS’s reform efforts, and what percentage was a
reflection of under-the-table pressure tactics?
There is, in a sense, an increasing unease of do-
ing business in the world, with greater acrimony
among major economic powers and competition at
various levels. Those countries which are then gen-
uinely seeking to improve their business climate,
and fostering a new geo-economic paradigm, must
be mindful of the difficulties in proving that they
are truly realising improvements in their systems.
For example, if Pakistan does make sincere and no-
ticeable improvements in its general ease of doing
business, what are the odds that this will be reflect-
ed in such a profoundly politicisedranking system
as the EDB? Since the fall of Kabul, there has been
a torrent of publications, particularly op-eds and
pundit commentary, in the Western press that are
overtly hostile towards Pakistan. Many of these
offer flimsy justifications and thinly-veiled venality
which does not make sense. Unfortunately, a coun-
try that is not just working towards improving its
domestic systems, but also looking for multination-
al approaches to rescuing its struggling neighbor
(Afghanistan), may not be duly recognised for its
efforts. This is a challenge that delves into the realm
of politics rather than economics. The Azerbaijan
example in the EDB scandal suggests that the WB/
IMF and other institutions could readily down-

As EDB ranking has taken on a
heightened importance in many
countries, performance
evaluation of EDB metrics fell

prey to politicisation

play Pakistan’s successes in the future. Although
the EDB rankings were discontinued due to the
scandal, other rankings of the future are likely to
be equally vulnerable to the machinations of those
who would rather evaluate countries based on their
prejudices rather than the facts on the ground. It
is nevertheless a sad reality that Pakistan’s business
climate ranks poorly because the business climate is
indeed poor. There are countless changes that must
be made, especially along the metrics highlighted
by the EDB rubric, before we have the luxury of
complaining about unfair treatment in such rank-
ings. However, as the current government pushes
through its reform agenda, a time may come when
the distortionary evaluations of outsiders will no
longer appropriately capture the improvements that
the country will have made, and that is when there
will be an excessive unease of doing business.-

The writer is the Director for Economics and National
Affairs at the Centre for Aerospace and Security Studies
(CASS). m
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* Lusty acts of fake

peers giving bad

name to Islam

A
)

V.8

P

ome ‘fake saints’ fondle and molest these women for whatever

reason they have come to them. They undress them, make them
jump in the water, do aloof things at their will, like Jigsaw’s
puppets. These women are robbed of their honour and are
forced to do things even if they do not want to.

here are many fake peers who befool in-

nocent people through their shrewd tricks.

One can find the most famous around 14

fake peers’ videos on Google search. This
was amazing that these ‘religious’ fanatics prove that
stupidity is rampant in Pakistan. Sufi saints had al-
ways spent their lives preaching Islam and guiding
the people in the right way. That is why they won the
hearts and minds of the people through their kind
and pious behaviour and became popular not in Pa-
kistan but also around the world.

In this fast running time everyone, especially the
middle class and the poor, wants to become a mil-
lionaire overnight without working hard and mak-
ing efforts. To become rich is not possible without
hardworking, acting upon the principles of Islam,
prayers, and keeping good relations with relatives.
There are hundreds of Sufi saints who came to guide
and guide the people on the principles of Islam. No
doubt, Sufism as an Islamic mystical approach, has
played the most important role in the spread of Is-
lam. Scholars trace the arrival of Sufism to the peri-
od as early as the Fatimid Caliphate. However, their
arrival and preaching in India intensified following
the establishment of the Arab rule by Muhammad
Bin Qasim in 712.

A number of Muslim kings showed high rev-
erence and took advice from the Sufi on import-
ant matters. For instance, the Mughal king Akbar
revered the Sufi saint Shaikh SalimChisti so much
that he built an imperial palace complex next to the
Saint’s khanqgahin FatehpurSikri.

Hazrat Data GanjBakhsh (RA), real name Syed
Ali AbulHasan bin Usman Hajveri (RA), being the
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descendant of Hazrat Imam Hassan (AS), passed a
very virtuous life while preaching the teachings of
Islam whereof lakhs converted to this religion. He
had travelled to several countries such as Khurasan,
Turkistan, Iran, Iraq, Syria, and benefited from al-
most 300 scholars and saints. Finally, he met a great
Sufi scholar in Syria, AbualFazal bin HasanKhatli
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time to conquer the hearts of people. Not only did
the poor seek his blessings, but also the elitists were
highly impressed with him. The governor of Pun-
jab, a non-Muslim, RaiRaju, was also so much im-
pressed by his charisma that he converted to Islam.
Data sahib gave him the name Sheikh Hindi, who
also lies low near his shrine. He changed the lives of
hundreds of thousands, Muslims and non-Muslims,
for the better. He practiced whatever he preached.
As a result, rulers to subjects, during his time and
after, never missed paying tribute to him and seek-
ing his blessings. Even saints and Sufis such as Baba
FariduddinGanjShakar (RA), Khawaja BaqiBillah
(RA), HazratMujaddadAlifSani (RA), HazratMian
Mir Qadri (RA), HazratMadhuLalHussain (RA),
and several others sought his blessings. Khaw-
jaMoinuddinChishti (RA), a great saint and founder
of the Chishtia Order in the subcontinent before tak-
ing his seat in Ajmer, spent 40 days at his shrine to
seek his guidance.

On the other hand, there are a number of peo-
ple who pose a peer just to rob innocent persons of
their money and honour. They know nothing about
Islam, even its basics, but they are deceiving the peo-
ple through the glib tongue. They know the people
are superstitious and come to them to get a remedy
for their problems. Women being more vulnerable to
their tricks, fall prey to lust both monetary and phys-
ical.

Special Judge, Anti Terrorist Court (ATC) award-
ed death sentence on 27 counts to four accused of
murdering 20 people in the jurisdiction of Saddar
police station.

On April 01 2017, a fake peer Abdul Waheed-
Guyjjar along with his three devotees including Ka-
shif, Zafar Dogar, and Asif had murdered 20 of his
devotees, including four women, and injured anoth-
er four persons by intoxicating them with sweet and
later murdered them with rods and daggers at Chak
95/NB Darbar.

The people lauded the court verdict against the
culprits because these peers are actually fake with
zero knowledge of the religion and pay no heed to
the sensitivity of Islam. Some of these Aamil, fake
peers do it for the sake of getting a higher rank and
great power. They use innocent people by fooling
them that they are their well-wishers and they are in-
terested in resolving their problems. In the past years,
our country witnessed even the cases of rape and
abuse by these fake peers in the name of help. These
fake peers do not go house-to-house asking women
to come to them, rather they are the women who
voluntarily come to them with the mind of getting
their minor or major issues of life resolved through
the supernatural powers with these fake peers. Most
of the women come to them taking the problem of
being issueless or others to get a male baby. Howev-
er, a class of women is such which reaches out to
them to get long life for their spouses or promotion in
job or get rid of the hurdles

(RA), and got immensely

impressed with him and Some of these Aamil, fake peers they face in their offices. Yet

became his disciple. After
acquiring education in the
Holy Quran, Hadith, and
mysticism, his murshid
asked him to go to Lahore
(in 431 AH), where Hazrat
Shah HussainZanjani (RA)
was already busy promot-
ing Islam. He was, there-
fore, amazed but complying
with the order, he reached
Lahore in the dark of night.
So he thought of spending

do it for the sake of getting a
higher rank and great power.
They use innocent people by
fooling them that they are their
well-wishers and they are
interested in resolving their
problems. In past years, our
country has witnessed even the die and molest these wom-

another is the class of the
women that feel persecuted
by their inlaws hence wants
some magical action that
helps them overpower.
These fake peers then
take full advantage of the
illiterate lot of women and
make them do the most hei-
nous acts of infidelity, sadly,
in the name of religion.
Some ‘fake saints’ fon-

the night where he was.cqgeg of rape and abuse by thegeen for whatever reason they

The next morning when

have come to him. They

he entered the city he saw fake peers in the name of help undress them, make them

a funeral. When he asked
about it, he was told that Shah HussainZanjani (RA)
has passed away. Now he came to realize that he
was sent to Lahore obviously to replace Shah Hus-
sainZanjani (RA).

Syed Ali Hajveri came to Lahore with a noble
cause to spread the light of Islam and teach the One-
ness of Allah Almighty. His extraordinary person-
ality, charisma, and knowledge did not take much
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jump in the water, do aloof
things at their will, like Jigsaw’s puppets. These
women are robbed of their honour and are forced to
do things even if they do not want to.

Most women of the hinterlands, if not through
their will, are forced by their in-laws to go visit these
pseudo-saints, who have no knowledge of religion or
anything else — all they know is, to get money and
abuse the women. =
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vivo becomes the brand of choice
for smartphone users in Pakistan

ryrm—
prige
iy ah

1y
*

00T 00T &sov

¢’

'

vivo has recently setup a production base in Pakistan. With 8 assembly lines and a capacity
of creating 500,000 units a month, vivo’s 4-acre production base in Pakistan has also
created job opportunities for several people

ivo, the leading global smartphone brand

has recently setup a production base in

s } Pakistan. With 8 assembly lines and a ca-

pacity of creating 500,000 units a month,

vivo’s 4-acre production base in Pakistan has also

created job opportunities for several people. With

80% of its workforce invested in research and de-

velopment, vivo is committed to enriching its cus-

tomers’ lives with superior smartphones across all
price segments by addressing their pain points.

With mobile imaging as one of its strategic
tracks, vivo has introduced some of the most no-
table camera-centric flagship products to market
via its premium V series and X series line-ups, set-
ting new benchmarks in the industry. While the
V series include the V20 and the V21 series fea-
turing industry-leading front camera capabilities,
the X series redefines the standards of profession-
al-grade photography. vivo also achieved an im-
portant milestone in 2020, with the V20 becom-
ing one of the top 10 most-searched smartphones
on Google, showcasing its high public demand
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Eric Kong, CEO of vivo Pakistan, said, “It has
been an incredibly inspiring journey for vivo. Fol-
lowing its BENFEN philosophy, vivo is constant-
ly driven by innovation and customer-centricity,
very well reflected by the immense love and sup-
port offered by our customers. We are sincerely
grateful to our hard-working retail and channel
partners for contributing to this success of mak-
ing us one of the top-selling brands and a ‘smart-
phone of choice’ for consumers. We are continu-
ously working to delight our customers with the
best products and services.”

“Pakistan is a strategically important market
for vivo. We will continue our journey of discov-
ering various technological innovations to forge a
deeper connection with the local consumer com-
munities by solving their pain points and chal-
lenges in the way of superior mobile usability and
camera experience. Our latest smartphones in the
V and X series are highly backed by intensive mar-
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ket research and consumers’ insights to deliver a
smartphone with advanced rear and front camera
features and a stylish, slim, and sleek design”,
added Eric Kong, CEO of vivo Pakistan.

Over the years, vivo has made deeper inroads
into Pakistan and has created a strong offline net-
work of 7500+ retail stores and 14 exclusive ser-
vice centers in Pakistan. In order to support its
customers during the pandemic, vivo decentral-
ized its customer support services to expand its
reach via WhatsApp for seamless customer inter-
actions and assistance.

Fric Kong, CIO of vivo Pakistan
said it has been an incredibly
inspiring journey for vivo.
Following its BENFEN philoso-
phy, vivo is constantly driven by
innovation and customer-cen-
tricity, very well reflected by the
immense love and support
offered by our customers

Guided by its ‘More Local, More Global’
strategy, vivo is an inclusive brand that respects
local talent, culture, and consumer preferences.
The brand closely works with local celebrities
such asHania Aamir, an actor well known for her
wide array of contributions to the Pakistani en-
tertainment industry and a stronghold on social
media, and Fahad Mustafa, a popular name in the
Pakistani film and television industry, who is not
only an actor but also a producer and a host.

As part of its localization strategy, vivo estab-
lished its first production base in Faisalabad to
produce an expansive catalog of products locally.
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With the new production base, vivo is also invest-
ing USD 10 million to set up a domestic produc-
tion base, which is in alignment with the “Made
in Pakistan’’ initiative to contribute to the devel-
opment of the local economy and empowerment
of the local workforce.

Some of the recent hot selling products for
vivo in the V series, V21 and V2lehave set new
benchmarks for mobile photography with features
like 44MP OIS Super Night Selfie, Dual Selfie
Spotlight, AT Night Portrait with AI Night Algo-
rithm to solve the pain points of night photogra-
phy. With the launch of X60 Pro, vivo brought
technologies like Gimbal Stabilization 2.0 for pro-
fessional photography. Moreover, the brand also
entered a strategic partnership with ZEISS to cre-
ate the vivo-ZEISS Imaging System.

vivo continues to move forward by identifying
opportunities and overcoming challenges with its
innovation-led approach, and delighting its val-
ued customers with the best of smartphone expe-
riences and customer support. =
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Jazz xIr8 powered startup DeafTawk an-
nounces global expansion plans

Islamabad: DeafTawk, a
startup powered by Jazz xIr8,
announced plans to expand its
operations globally at a cere-
mony held to officiate the
$250,000 grant it has received
under the GSMA Innovation
Fund for Assistive Tech. Using
this grant, DeafTawk plans to
scale up the application and in-
crease its coverage, building the
capacity of its interpreters, in
order to reach both national
and international audiences.

DeafTawk is an online sign
language services provider en-
abling people with hearing im-
pairments and was a part of the
third Cohort at the NIC under
the premium accelerator pro-
gram, Jazz xIr8.

An MoU was also signed at
the ceremony between Deaf-
Tawk and Jazz, Pakistan’s
number one 4G operator and
the largest internet and broad-
band service provider. Jazz will
provide assistance to Deaf-
Tawk in developing strategies
to further support the deaf
community and assist with the
startup’s expansion plans.

DeafTawk after successfully
launching its operations in Pak-
istan and Singapore is expand-
ing its reach to America,
Europe and South Asia and
will be officially launching in
the coming weeks. The startup
to date has 92,000+ beneficiar-
ies, has created 1,100 direct
jobs, and has a 25% month-on-
month revenue growth.

“Recognition by the

GSMA is a testament to the
work DeafTawk has been
doing and builds on Jazz x1r8’s
reputation as a leading acceler-
ator program in the country.
These wins double our resolve
to help young entrepreneurs
take transformational ideas
from start-up to scale-up,”
stated AamerEjaz, Chief Digi-
tal and Strategy Officer at Jazz.

“With the support of our

donors, the UK Foreign, Com-
monwealth, and Development
Office (FCDO), we aspire to
support great ideas and start-
ups like DeafTawk. By helping
a community to tackle their in-

has a potential to contribute ex-
ponentially towards digital in-
clusiveness,” said Bilal Qureshi
- Manager, GSMA Innovation
Fund.

DeafTawk CEQ, Ali Shab-
bar, said, “When we pondered
over the idea of DeafTawk, we
instantly thought of empower-
ment through technology. And
today, as the thought manifests
itself into reality, we are glad
to receive this grant and deeply

honored by our partners and
well-wishers for supporting

our work, especially Jazz xIr8,

which allowed us to transmit
our raw idea into a proven

business model. We aim to

empower the ones who need a

voice and bridge the gap with
the GSMA.”
Ignite CEO Asim

Shahryar, by mentioning the

importance NICs hold in Pak-

abilities, we think DeafTawk

istan stated that, “Ignite,
through a strong network of
NICs across the country, has
been uplifting the startup
ecosystem of Pakistan for the
last five years. Our NICs have
incubated more than 800 start-
ups which have raised funding
of more than $56 million so
far. 2021 has been a remark-
able year for Pakistani startups
with an investment of more
than $300 million so far, and
Ignite’s forecast by December
is of around $400 million.”
The GSMA Innovation
Fund is funded by the FCDO
and supported by the GSMA
and its members. This fund is
for startups aiming to address
the varying needs of the dif-
ferently-abled and overcom-
ing barriers to digital
inclusion. For this grant,
DeafTawk was up against 350
other start-ups and SMEs
from 31 nations. After a
meticulous assessment
process, four final grantees
from Asia and Africa were
chosen by an independent
committee of specialists.m

PTCL Group concludes its flagship Summer In-
ternship Program, ‘Experia 2021’

Islamabad: Islamabad:
PTCL Group concluded its
flagship Summer Internship
Program ‘Experia 2021’ in a

graceful closing ceremony, or-
ganized at Islamabad. Senior
officials from both PTCL and
Ufone and the graduating in-
terns participated in the event
to mark the end of the session
on a high note.

‘Experia’, being one of the
most sought after summer in-

ternship programs attracted
more than 2700 applications
this year from across the coun-
try. Keeping in view the re-

time business projects, along-
side PTCL Group team mem-
bers.

During the engagement, the

i
sponsibility of  providing
quality mentorship, PTCL
Group selected the top 50 from
the larger pool of applicants on
the basis of their talent and po-
tential for growth. The success-
ful candidates were placed at
PTCL and Ufone offices in dif-
ferent cities to work on real-

and challenges of professional
life, in order to emerge much
better, stronger and readier to
make a difference on personal

AR

interns received effective men-
torship and training from lead-
ing industry experts and gained
first-hand insights and experi-
ence of the inner workings of
PTCL and Ufone. The pro-
gram also offered opportunities
to them to assess themselves
against industry requirements

and collective levels.

Speaking at the ceremony,
Syed Mazhar Hussain, Group
Chief Human Resource Offi-
cer, PTCL Group said: “PTCL
and Ufone have always been at
the forefront of nurturing fresh
talent to revitalize the country’s
job market, besides providing

promising young graduates a
window of opportunity to suc-
cessful professional careers.
‘Experia’ prepares our future
industry leaders, innovators
and entrepreneurs for their fu-
ture roles. We had an ab-
solutely rewarding engagement
with the talented ‘Experians,’
this year and we wish them all
the best in their future endeav-
ours.”

The participants thanked
PTCL and Ufone for the
unique opportunity and vowed
to carry forward the values,
work ethic and principles in-
culcated in them during the
program.

PTCL Group’s ‘Experia’
program has gained unique
recognition for its efforts to
bridge the gaps between aca-
demia and industry by prepar-
ing young graduates and
professionals for professional
growth and fulfilment. The
program pumps fresh blood
into the industry to bring it the
much needed sustainability, vi-
tality and influx of fresh ideas
for growth and develop-
ment.”n
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Ufone, MicroEnsure introduce family health insurance wmobiiink Bank rec-

Islamabad: Pakistani tele-
com operator, Ufone and Mi-
croEnsure, a subsidiary of the
Micro Insurance Company
Group, have collaborated to in-
troduce a convenient and af-
fordable health insurance
product ‘U-Sehat Family’ in
Pakistan. The insurance prod-
uct brings every Pakistani
Ufone user within a virtual
health safety net through its af-
fordable, easy to understand
and hassle-free insurance sys-
tem.

U-SehatFamily simplifies
the cumbersome traditional
health insurance system by dig-
itizing it in order to extend un-
paralleled ease and access to
Ufone users and their family
members during the time of
need. It also facilitates the
users with enhanced health
provisions which are in dire
need especially during the on-
going Coronavirus pandemic.

For greater convenience,
the insurance policies have
been tailor-made according to
the specific needs of every user.
Special health packages in-
cluding ‘Silver’ (PKR
6+tax/day), ‘Gold’ (PKR

12+tax/day) and ‘Platinum’
(PKR 19.5+tax/day). More-
over, U-Sehat family plans
offer benefits such as Daily
Hospitalization Benefit, Daily
Intensive Care Unit (ICU)
Benefit and Funeral Expenses
Cover and costs of hospitaliza-
tion in Pakistan subject to the
opted plan. Users can subscribe

by dialling the USSD
String*6070# and for more de-
tails can visit
www.ufone.com/usehatfamily.

Speaking at the occasion of
the product launch, Shahbaz
Khan, Executive Vice President
(EVP), Wireless Services,

PTCL Group, said: “We are ex-
cited to partner with MicroEn-
sure to provide a convenient
and enabling insurance solution
to our customers. Being a cus-
tomer centric brand, Ufone is
committed to touch upon every
aspect of our customers’ lives
and health is of prime impor-
tance. We hope that U-Sehat

U-Sehat

Family will not only bring has-
sle-free insurance to our cus-
tomers but will bridge the wide
disparity in terms of access to
health facilities in the country.”

Rehan Butt, CEO Mi-
croEnsure Pakistan and Vice
President Micro Insurance

Company Group said: “We are
a proud partner of Ufone in
design, delivery and servicing
of insurance products and have
reached out to scores of cus-
tomers over past three years of
working together. Increased
health awareness in members
of mass market is one of the
outcomes of COVID-19 and
over time we have been getting
feedback from a large number
of customers asking for a prod-
uct covering their family mem-
bers. We thank for the support
and patronage from Ufone for
making this new package avail-
able to their customers and
hope it will play a significant
role in deepening health insur-
ance penetration in Pakistan.”

Insurance coverage is
quickly becoming a common
necessity vis-a-vis the lack of
medical facilities and infra-
structure in the public sector
leading to enhanced reliance
on private health services.
Ufone’s insurance coverage
for its customers will come as
a great help for low-income
groups with regards to the
rising costs of medical facili-
ties. m

JazzCash & Mastercard introduce new solu-
tions to transform digital payment ecosystem

Islamabad: Pakistan’s lead-
ing fintech JazzCash, in collab-
oration with Mastercard, is
strengthening the country’s dig-
ital payments ecosystem. Jaz-
zCash users will now be able to
apply for a physical or virtual
Mastercard Debit Card and
make payments to merchants
accepting Mastercard QR pay-
ments.

The new Mastercard Debit
Card will be available to all Jaz-
zCash users via a hassle-free ap-
plication process through the
mobile app, call center orby di-
aling *786#. The card can be
used to pay at over 67,000 point
of sale merchants and over
2,000 local online merchants. It
also provides access to cash
withdrawals at over 16,000
ATMs. Customers will also be
able to get Mastercard Virtual

Cards instantly through the Jaz-
zCash app and then immedi-
ately use it for secure online
payments. “Our collaboration
with JazzCash leverages global
payments technology to deliver
an innovative line of payment
solutions that will further drive
digital transformation in Pak-

©

BRINGS YOU
MASTERCARD DEBIT CARD

istan. The new debit cards will
redefine the ways consumers
shop online and manage their fi-
nances, thereby accelerating the
shift towards e-commerce and
simplifying the connection be-
tween online merchants and
their target audience. Ultimately,
our goal is to catalyze the shift

towards secure and simple digi-
tal payments and drive inclusive
growth for millions of people in
Pakistan’s booming digital econ-
omy,” said NgoziMegwa, Sen-
ior Vice President, Digital
Partnerships MEA, Mastercard.

“JazzCash has been at fore-
front of leading the country to-
wards a digitized economy and
teaming up with Mastercard is
one such strategic step towards
driving financial inclusion and
increasing digital banking foot-
print of Pakistan. This partner-
ship with Mastercard will allow
over 13 million Monthly Active
Users of JazzCash to carry out
digital payments in a convenient
and secured environment with
additional payment touchpoints
within Pakistan.” added Mur-
taza Ali, interim CEQO Jaz-
zCash.m

Swyft gets Loglstlcs & Transport awards 2021

Since its inception two years
ago, Pakistan’s first end-to-end
tech-based logistics company,
Swyft Logistics, has set aston-
ishing benchmarks and revolu-
tionized the logistics industry.

This has resulted in a trans-
formation of third-party logis-
tics being offered in the country.
At the helm of this change,
Swyft Logistics has paved the
way for Pakistan’s first interna-
tional logistics award.

This prestigious awards cer-
emony celebrated the icons of
the logistics and transport in-
dustry. Those in attendance in-
cluded regional veterans and

new entrants.

Expanding its horizons, and
now a force to be reckoned with
in logistics — Swyft logistics was
the only company nominated
from Pakistan, and won the
award for “Best Logistics Start-
up 2021”.

Expressing his profound
gratitude, CEO Swyft Logistics,
Muhammad Uns, commented,
“It’s a matter of great pride for
Pakistan, that a two years old

startup has been recognized
globally as an organization re-
sponsible for transforming lo-
gistics and as a result playing a
major role in nurturing the e-
commerce industry.”

“We thank the management
of Logistics and Transport
Awards 2021. We at Swyft shall
continue to play its part with
zeal and fervor in highlighting
Pakistan’s potential, globally,”
he added..m

ognized as the
‘Best Retail Bank
in Pakistan’

Islamabad: Mobilink Mi-
crofinance Bank Limited
(MMBL) has won the presti-
gious Retail Banker Interna-
tional (RBI) Asia Trailblazer
Award 2021 for being the ‘Best
Retail Bank in Pakistan’, along
with an honorable mention of
“Highly Commended” for its
House Loan in the Best Loan
Offering category.

Organized in collaboration
with Arena International, UK,
Middle East Economic Digest
(MEED), Dubai, and Global-
Data (Singapore), the Annual
RBI Asia Trailblazer Awards
celebrateremarkable innova-
tions and achievements in cus-
tomer service in the financial
and banking industry across
the Asian continent.

Ghazanfar Azzam, Presi-
dent & CEO MMBL said:
“The award comes as a testa-
ment to MMBL'’s strong com-
mitment to customer
excellence. We always strive to
improve the banking experi-
ence of our customers by offer-
ing customized digital products
and services that enable and
empower individual users and
small and medium businesses
in the country. The recognition
has reinvigorated our resolve to
further innovate, optimize and
modernize our retail services to
better facilitate our customers,
and foster financial inclusion in
the country.”=

4 social enterprises
emerge victorious in
UNDP-Jazz SDG
Bootcamps 1st cohort

Islamabad: 4 social enter-
prises have emerged victorious
from the first cohort of the
UNDP-Jazz’s SDG Boot-
camps for Social Enterprises.
Overall, 70 social enterprises
from across Pakistan partici-
pated in the first cohort with
over 40 percent participation
by women.

The winning social enter-
prises include Digital Libas, an
initiative from Balochistan pro-
viding skilled women workers
with the opportunity to be-
come financially independent;
Sukoon, a health-tech initiative
from Punjab aiming to revolu-
tionize mental health care;
Asani.io, an IoT and automa-
tion based social enterprise
from Sindh working on solving
water scarcity and mismanage-
ment issues; and Peshawar
Waste Management Company
from KP, a social enterprise
working towards building sus-
tainable communities by con-
verting daily waste into natural
fertilizers. 13 of the total par-
ticipants were from Balochis-
tan,19 from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 17 from Sindh
and 21 from Punjab. =
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Wateen Telecom partners with PGC to provide
managed SD-WAN connectivity services

Lahore: Wateen Telecom
Limited, the leading ICT com-
pany with a national presence,
has partnered with Punjab

their students and staff.

Hajra Afzal, Group Direc-
tor IT, Punjab Group of Col-
leges, said, “We are pleased to

com as we move ahead with
yet another milestone. We are
excited about the implementa-
tion of Wateen’s SD-WAN

for greater progress and will
create a positive impact in en-
hancing PGC’s capacity for
years to come.”

Wateen Telecom, said, “With
a vision to be the driving force
behind Pakistan’s digital en-
ablement for the future, we are

Group of Colleges (PGC) to

actively innovating to provide

provide Managed SD-WAN
Connectivity. The partnership
was signed in Lahore at Wa-
teen Telecom’s head office by
Hajra Afzal, Group Director
IT, Punjab Group of Colleges,
and Adil Rashid, CEO Wa-
teen Telecom. Senior officials
of both the companies were
also present at the occasion.
As part of this extended
collaboration, Wateen Tele-
com will provide PGC optical
fiber-based Managed SD-
WAN Connectivity Services
to their colleges and universi-
ties, across the country.
Through this collaboration,
PGC campuses will be en-
abled with Wi-Fi 6 technology
to create a faster, more reliable
connectivity experience for

o —

be extending our longstanding
relationship with Wateen Tele-

connectivity services. This will
function as a stepping stone

Speaking at the signing
ceremony, Adil Rashid, CEO

personalized solutions partic-
ularly for the education sec-
tor.” He further added, “This
partnership is set to play a
transformational role to sig-
nificantly enhance PGC'’s con-
nectivity and infrastructure for
Pakistan’s future leaders. Wa-
teen, as the fastest growing
ICT company, is proud to
partner with the largest edu-
cation network in Pakistan.”

Wateen Telecom is ac-
tively working towards en-
abling businesses and
enterprises with the latest
technologies to help them
focus on their core competen-
cies. Wateen Telecom strives
to bring hassle-free tech solu-
tions to Pakistan’s business
ecosystem.m

Ufone pledges support to foster awareness on breast cancer

IIslamabad: As the world observes
October as the Breast Cancer Aware-
ness month globally, Pakistani telecom
company Ufone plays its part in draw-
ing attention towards the urgency of
early detection and treatment of this
disease by lighting up ‘Ufone Tower’ in
bright pink colors, which is a landmark
building in the heart of Islamabad

This initiative is taken to create
awareness on breast cancer and check
the spread of the disease amongst
women in Pakistan. Globally breast
cancer is one of the leading cause of
deaths in women. Unfortunately, Pak-
istan ranks as one of the highest in Asia
in terms of the number of patients diag-
nosed with th disease and the numbers
are rapidly growing every year. Approx-
imately 1.38 million new cases are diag-
nosed annually and nearly 0.5 million
women succumb to the disease every
year in Pakistan due to late detection.

Every year, Ufone Tower is lit up in
pink colors to show solidarity towards
the cause andto raise awareness through
sessions on self-examination for early di-
agnosis to increase survival chances.
Moreover, these sessions also focus on
denouncing common myths that sur-
round this disease and effective meas-
ures are sought to check the spread of
this life threatening disease.

Ufone Tower will stay pink during
the entire month of October as a re-
minder about the perilsof this disease
that is often ignored, downplayed or

PSDF & Zong lead the way to train 10,000 youth in Digital

LLahore: In an ongoing ef-
fort to promote youth educa-
tion and employment, Punjab
Skills Development Fund
(PSDF), the country’s largest
skills development fund has
joined hands with Pakistan’s
cellular and digital services
frontrunner, Zong 4G, to
launch an online course called
‘How to E-lance’.

The course will equip
10,000 youth with the knowl-
edge to become professional
freelancers, teaching these
young learners to launch on-
line careers on the world’s top
two freelancing platforms:
Fiverr and Upwork. Through
the course, students will gain
critical knowledge on the best
ways to set up their online pro-
files to gain customers and cre-
ate a network of clients.

The partnership is part of
Zongs’s #LetsGetDigital cam-
paign, aims to support youth

Freelancing S

PSDF + ZONG

#S5TRONGERTOGETHER

in achieving the national digi-
tal agenda. Mobile users that
are Zong customers will be
provided free internet data to
complete the course online.

Learners will be rigorously
trained for three weeks to de-
velop the skillset required to
become successful freelance
service providers.

<ills

This initiative is part of
PSDF | e-Tayyar, the program
area dedicated to preparing
youth in valuable digital skills,
for readiness in employability
and income-generating oppor-
tunities in the emerging digital
world. As Pakistan becomes
the world’s top destination for
hiring freelancing profession-
als, a skilling strategy to help
the upcoming work force is
imperative to maximize its rise
in the international market.

“Leading Pakistan’s ICT-
led digital transformation, we
take it upon ourselves to up-
skill the Pakistani youth to
make them job-ready in
today’s increasingly digital
world, shared Mr. Wang Hua,
Chairman and CEO Zong 4G.
“We’re pleased to have collab-
orated with PSDF to design
the ‘How to E-lance’ course to
make our youth future-proof
when it comes to employabil-

ity in a hyper-digitalized mar-
ketplace,” he added.

Jawad Khan, CEO PSDF,
reiterated, “This is the ideal
time to take robust action and
direct our youth towards earn-
ing opportunities available in
the global freelance
market.Our partnership with
Zong actively supports them
by providing the necessary re-
sources and technical knowl-
edge they need to successfully
initiate their journey”.

PSDF is also collaborating
with Huawei to provide 300
smart tablets to top PSDF
trainees, encouraging them to
participate in this course and
secure their future. These steps
will expand the digital learn-
ing outreach and support even
more young people, especially
women, who often face mobil-
ity challenges to also get digi-
tally connected and establish
online careers. m
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Oppo A16

Rs. 23,999

Oppo A16 price in Pakistan is Rs. 23,999. Official
dealers and warranty providers regulate the retail
price of Oppo mobile products in official warranty.
Price of OppoA16 in Pakistan is Rs. 23,999.

Price of Oppoin USDis $149.

OppoA16 - Is Coming Soon With Bigger Battery
Today, the company Oppo presented a new
cheap phone from its offer, and it is the Oppo A16.
Oppo is thus expanding its A-series. Oppo A16
has an IPS LCD screen with a screen size of 6.52
inches that produces HD + resolution. The phone
can automatically adjust the brightness of the
screen based on user behavior. The smartphone
has three cameras on the back. These are the 13
MP main sensor, the 2 MP depth sensor, and the 2
MP macro sensor. There is also an LED flash in
the mentioned square cutout. There is also a
fingerprint scanner on the back of the phone. A5
MP selfie camera is placed on the front. This
smartphone will run the MediaTek Helio G35
chipset paired with 3 GB of RAM and only 32 GB
of internal storage. The device also has a
microSD card slot. The Oppo A15 runs the
Android 11 OS over which ColorOS 11.1 is
engraved. Oppo A16 phone has a 5000 mAh
battery with 10W charging support. It will be
available in blue and black colors.

Mi 11T (8GB+256GB)
Rs:82,999

Realme Narzo 30
Rs:32,999

Realme Narzo 30 - A Powerful Handset Of Mid-Range
Realme will unveil its new Narzo 30 smartphone soon to the
market. The launch date for the coming smartphone has yet
to be announced, but the handset is already seen on multiple
websites. The call might start soon. A live photo of Realme
Narzo 30 leaked after being posted on the Indonesian
Telecommunication Certification website and the FCC. The
handset will be powered by the Mediatek Helio G95 (12 nm)
chipset. The chipset suggests that Realme's Narzo 30 be a
mid-range handset with outstanding features. Smartphone
has got a processor of 2.50 GHz Octa-Core which will give
this device more power. And there is a GPU of Mali-G76 MC2
under the hood of this smartphone. Also, there is screen
protection of Corning Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming new
Realme Narzo 30's going to have an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display with a size of 6.5 inches and a resolution
of 720 x 1600 Pixels which means that the coming up Narzo
30 by Realme got a big screen display for the users to enjoy it.
The handset has got 6 gigabytes of RAM that will make it easy
to execute tasks with high speed. This means the users will be
happy to have this device. The Realme 30 got 128 gigabytes
of internal memory storage, which is enough to store a huge
amount of data. And it can be expanded as the phone has a
microSD card. There is a Triple rear Camera setup in Realme
Narzo's 30, The main sensor of the rear camera setup will be
48 megapixels, 8 megapixels, and a 2 megapixels sensor.
The handset is expected to come equipped with a 16
megapixels selfie shooter. The insecurity of user's data, the
Realme Narzo 30 got a rear-mounted Fingerprint Sensor
which is a normal feature nowadays on smartphones. The
battery of this device is 5,000 mAh to give full-day use to the
users and also there is a fast-charging 30W. This Narzo 30's
will give through time to its competitors like Samsung and
others.

It just keeps getting better

13,900 e 17,700

Realme C25s
Rs. 22,999

Realme C25s - A C-Series Smartphone With Big Battery

Smart tech Realme will unveil C25s soon to the market. The
Chinese company Realme is preparing to launch a new
smartphone of its C-series. The device was spotted on the
Indian IMEI database website, and also the model number
RMX3195 was spotted on the NBTC certification platform. We
are talking about the Realme C25s. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the mid-range market that are called Helio G85
SoC. The upcoming new Realme's C25s has got a 2.0 GHz
Octa-Core processor under the hood of this handset. This new
smartphone has got a 6.5 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and
this device Realme C25s's going to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
Mali-G52 MC2. The handset is pack with 4 gigabytes of RAM,
which is a powerful RAM used in this Realme sharp C25s so
you can say that your phone is going to run at a super-fast
speed because of its powerful RAM. The smartphone has got
128 gigabytes of storage in this smartphone which means that
the capacity of your data is more than enough. Realme has got
a Triple Camera setup in the C25s. The main sensor of the
smartphone will be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this handset will be 8
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new C25s. The rear-mounted sensor will allow
protecting its data by only allowing the authorized person in its
C25s. The battery of the phone is a gigantic one. The upcoming
smartphone C25s will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po
6,000 mAh battery which is a big battery, the device will give
you more than one day of battery backup, and there will be fast
charging of 18W. The smartphone C25s by Realme will run on
the Android 11 operating system. Samsung and other tech
giants will face serious competition when this Realme C25s will
release.

Realme 7 Pro
Rs:49,999

SVAIGIH  Android 10 OS

: 6.4 inch Super AMOLED Capacitive
Display P e
Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch
Quad Camera: 64 MP, /1.8, 26mm
(wide), 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.3,
CEIEIEN 16mm (ultrawide), 1/4.0° + 2 WP, 2.4
, (macro) + 2 MP, f/2.4, (depth), LED Flash
(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
Battery - Fast charging 65W, 50% in
12 min, 100% in 34 min (advertised)

\'/[199(018"A 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (under display
, optical), Gyro, Proximity
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB

Rs:2,26,600

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32 in)

Displ 6.5 Inches,Super Retina XDR OLED
Isplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS 12 MP
, /2.0, 52mm (telephoto), 1/3.4", 1.0um, PDAF

, OIS, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Non-removable Li-lon 3969
EEEIRA] mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging
Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:64GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity,
compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation

Oppo Reno 6 Pro
Expected Price:Rs.99,999

Oppo Reno 6 Pro - A Flagship Smartphone Of The Series!

Oppo is unveiling a new Reno 6 smartphone series, this is a Pro
variant. The company is working on its upcoming new smartphone
lineup. These smartphones were spotted on 3C and MIIT with
some specifications. Also, there was a tipster from China has
leaked key details of the upcoming series, let's see what we got in
this smartphone, which is the Oppo Reno 6 Pro. The smartphone
will be powered by a 3.0 GHz Octa-Core processor with a chipset of
MediaTeka€™s Dimensity 1200. The Chipset of the coming Oppo's
Reno 6 Pro shows that it will be a flagship handset. The device has
a Super AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, and the display of the
device is 6.55 Inches that provide a resolution of 1080 x 2400
Pixels. Also their screen protection of Corning Gorilla Glass. This
handset Oppo Reno 6's going to be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of 12 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of the
device show that it will enable the user to execute things with this
smartphone within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the
Reno 6 Pro by Oppo is 256 gigabytes that is enough to store a huge
amount of data. On the rear of the smartphone, there is a Quad
Camera setup. The main camera is 64 megapixels, an 8 MP
secondary sensor, and a pair of 2 MP sensors. In the upcoming new
Oppo 6 Pro, front-facing is packed with a 32 megapixels front-selfie
camera setup. The handset has got under display, optical
fingerprint sensor to secure your data from loss. the battery of the
Oppo Reno's 6 Pro is also a massive one. The smartphone is fueled
with Li-Po Non-removable, 4500 mAh battery to get enough
backup time and the Reno 6 Pro got a Fast charging of 65W. Now
Samsung and other smartphone companies will be looking to bring
features like 6 Pro.

Oppo Reno 4
Rs. 59,999

S)AIEI]  Android 10 OS

g 6.4” AMOLED Capacitive
Display Touchscreen, 16M
Colors, Multitouch

Triple Camera: 48 MP, /1.7, 26mm

(wide), 1/2.0", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.2
OEIMEIEN  (uirawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, 2.4
, (depth), LED Flash

Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast charging 30W, VOOC
Flash Charge 4.0

128/256GB Built-in
, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (under display,
optical), Gyro, Proximity

Itel Vision 1 Plus

Rs:14,999

: 6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
PIEIEVE  Fliiscreen 16007720

Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash

Camera Front: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera

3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

Fingerprint
SENEE

8 Functions

Oppo Reno 6

15
30

SHITE AME

Rs. 59,999

Oppo Reno 6 - A Mini-Flagship Smartphone

Oppo is willing to unveil Reno 6 soon to the market. This Chinese
smartphone company recently launched the Reno5 series in China.
The smartphone series comprised the Reno 5, Reno 5 Pro, and Reno
5 Pro+. This smartphone giant is now working on the Reno 6 series.
According to Digital Chat Station, the Reno 6 series is in its final
stages. Now Oppo will launch the Oppo Reno 6. The smartphone
will be powered by one of the latest chipsets in the market
Qualcomm Snapdragon 720G. The Chipset of this upcoming new
smartphone Oppo's Reno 6 is also a flagship chipset that can all the
high-end specs with accuracy and ease. The new handset has a 2.3
GHz Octa-core processor to give more power to this chipset. The
Oppo Reno 6's going to have a 6.4 Inches massive screen size, the
users of this device will be enjoying using it. The smartphone with
an AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, with a full HD resolution of
1080 x 2400 Pixels under the hood of the new Reno 6 by Oppo has
got the protection of the screen this device has got Corning Gorilla
Glass. The SoC of the smartphone is paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM.
The chipset and the RAM of the device will make the processing
speed of the phone lightning fast. This Oppo 6 internal storage
capacity is 128 gigabytes. This is enough storage capacity that will
give you enough space to place a huge amount of data for future
use. There is a Quad Camera setup in the back of this Oppo Reno's
6, The main sensor will be 64 megapixels, 8 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter will be 44 megapixels. The upcoming
new smartphone has got the latest operating system Android 11.
There is an under-display, optical fingerprint reader of the phone
that is there to protect it from any unauthorized person. The battery
of the phone is also a massive one. The Oppo Reno 6 is fueled with
Li-Po Non-removable, 4300 mAh battery to get enough backup time
and the smartphone got a Fast charging of 50W. Now Samsung and
other smartphone companies will be looking to bring features like
Reno 6's.

Vivo V20 SE

Rs.41,999

Vivo coming with its new V20 SE, the new smartphone of the
new series with some quality specs to capture the market and
attract the attention of the users. The coming smartphone Vivo
V20 SE will be a good asset for the company and will be a
competitor for most of the high-end brands. The new device will
be powered by the Snapdragon 665. The chipset of the Vivo's
V20 SE suggests that it will be a mid-range smartphone. The
RAM capacity of the phone will be 8 gigabytes. This type of RAM
capacity is used in high-end smartphones. The Vivo V20 SE's
going to be packed with 128 gigabytes of internal storage
capacity which means that the handset will provide the user
with enough space to store data on the V20 SE by Vivo. The
device is equipped with a dedicated slot that will enable the
user to enhance the storage capacity of the handset. On the
rear of the smartphone, there is a quad camera setup. The
primary sensor of the camera setup of the Vivo SE will be 48
megapixels, the ultra-wide lens is 8 megapixels and 2
megapixels depth sensor. The camera has so many amazing
Features that gonna beauty your Pictures. Vivo V20's SE is
packing a Single front-facing camera of 32MP. The main sensor
of the selfie shooter will be 32 megapixels along with 8
megapixels secondary sensors. The upcoming smartphone Vivo
V20 SE will come equipped with 6.44 inches Super AMOLED
display that will present full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x
2400 Pixels. The under-display fingerprint reader of the V20 SE's
provides the security that will protect the smartphone. This is a
common feature nowadays. The Li-Po Non-removable 4100
mAh battery will ensure enough backup time like Samsung's
new brands.
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Infinix Zero X Pro
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Rs. 47,999

Infinix Zero X Pro - A Mid-Ranger Of The Company

Infinix is working on its new Zero X which has got a moniker
Pro at the end. The Chinese company is expanding its
smartphone range, now Infinix is launching its new device in its
Zero-Series. The upcoming smartphone will be in a mid-range
segment, and it will be called Infinix Zero X Pro. The upcoming
smartphone of the company has got a chipset of Mediatek
Helio G95, which is used in mid-range devices, to give more
power to the handset there is a 2.05Ghz Octa-Core processor
under the hood of this Infinix's Zero X Pro. Also, there is a GPU
of Mali-G76 MC4 in this smartphone. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 6.67 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display. The new Infinix Zero X's going to have an
AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, and this device has got a
full-HD display with a resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels. The
upcoming new Zero X Pro by Infinix has got 8 gigabytes of
RAM, which is a powerful RAM used in this smartphone so you
can say that your phone is going to run at a super-fast speed
because of its powerful RAM. The built-in storage capacity of
the Infinix X Pro is 128/256 gigabytes which means that the
capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the phone will be 108 megapixels, 8 megapixels along with 8
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this Infinix Zero's X Pro will
be 16 megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and
attractive. The device has got a side-mounted fingerprint
reader is there to protect it from any unauthorized person. The
battery of the Zero X Pro is also a massive one. The handset is
fueled with (Li-Po Non-removable), 4500 mAh battery to get
enough backup time and the smartphone got a Fast charging.
Now Samsung and other smartphone companies will have a
competitor when the X Pro launched.

Nokia C1
Rs:8,299

Nokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earlier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5SMP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Nokia will implement Android OS 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 294 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Nokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants.
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Realme C21

Rs. 19,999

Realme C21 - A Mid-Rang Smartphone Of The Company

Smart tech Realme is launching the C21 smartphone to the
market. This Chinese company presented the C20 in the
January of this year, and Realme will present its successor in
three days. Now all the specifications of this phone have
appeared on AliExpress, and even the price is known. This
smartphone will be Realme C21. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the market that is called MediaTek Helio G35.
The new Realme's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this handset. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 6.52 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and
this device Realme C21's going to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
PowerVR GE8320 in this upcoming device. Also, there is
screen protection of Corning Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming
new Realme sharp C21 is packing the upcoming smartphone
with 4 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used
in this smartphone so you can say that your phone is going to
run at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM.
Realme has got 64 gigabytes of storage in C21 which means
that the capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the smartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this phone C21 will be 5
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new C21. The smartphone has got a powerful battery
which will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5000 mAh
battery in C21 by Realme that will carry support for Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and other tech giants will face
serious competition when this Realme C21 will release.

Honor 20 Pro

Stand out

Rs.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have
Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near future. This

W1 will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After

launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will come
packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin 980. This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20's Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing

'| smartphones for every type of customers from low budget

to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over other smartphone giants.
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Vivo V21
Rs 59,999

Nokia 2.3

Rs:14,900

Chinese tech Vivo will unveil the V21 smartphone to the market this
year. This company is one of the most powerful and standard
smartphone brands in the world. we are happy to know that this
powerful and standard Vivo smartphone is planning to launch a new
smartphone this year 2020 and that is called Vivo V21. we catch the
information and impressive configurations about this coming new
smartphone. Let's talk about the specification of this device. The
upcoming new smartphone Vivo's V21 has a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this device. And it will be powered by
MediaTek MT6853 Dimensity 800U chipset. It is considered one of the
powerful chipsets that are used for flagship smartphones and their
performance is very satisfactory. The Vivo V21's going to have an
AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen. The display of the device measures
6.44 Inches which will ensure a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400
Pixels. And also there is a GPU of Mali-G57 MC3 under the hood of this
device. The SoC of the Vivo sharp V21 is paired with 8 gigabytes of
RAM. The combination of chipset and RAM will it easier for the new
handset to process things in split seconds. The Vivo has got massive
internal storage in the new V21. The 128 gigabytes of internal storage
will allow the user of this smartphone to store a huge amount of data
on the handset for future use. And also there is a dedicated slot to
store a high amount of data in V21. The Vivo is going to equip the
upcoming smartphone with a triple rear camera setup. The main
sensor is going to be 64 megapixels, a high-end sensor that many of
the high-end smartphones are packed with. The V21 has got an 8
megapixels ultra-wide lens with the typical 2 megapixels depths
sensor. The rear camera setup is accomplished with a dual-LED flash
that assists the camera setup of the V21 in dim light conditions. The
front-facing camera is 44 megapixels with so many interesting features
Like HDR Panorama. The V21 by Vivo is expected to be equipped with
an in-display fingerprint reader that provides security to the data that
you want to protect. The battery of the smartphone is 4000 mAh with
a 33W fast charging. This Vivo V21's Price in Pakistan is another aspect

Nokia 2.3 -ANew Entry-level Smartphone

Tech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2. The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It is
an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Nokia's 2.3
ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be available in
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color variants. The
information leaked about the chipset of the new Nokia 2.3's,
confirms that it will be powered by the MediaTeka€™s Helio
A22. This chipset will be used in place of 28nm Snapdragon
425. This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Nokia
sharp 2.3. Different variants of the phone will offer different
ranges of RAM and internal storage. One of the models is
packed with 2 gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack
this new upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of
internal storage. The next variant will be available in 3
gigabytes of RAM capacity and the internal storage of the
phone will 32 gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may
offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may
also become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a 4000
mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower side, still
you will have enough power to keep the handset on toes. The
upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with
an LED flash that is placed just under the alone lens of the
phone. The front-facing camera will be 5 megapixels. The 2.3
by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As this is an entry-level
smartphone so you expect a reasonable price tag. The
company is now competitive enough to challenge high-rated
companies like Samsung by bringing smartphones like Nokia

2.3.

where itis going to be a rival for Samsung.

Redmi Note 10 Pro
(8GB+128GB)
Rs. 57,999

Itel Vision 1

Redmi Note 10 Pro _ o 1,11,999: =8
108 MP Voyager . -
120Hz AMOLED | 33W fast charging

Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel

00T (00T

RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM

1.6GHz Octa Core Processor

o

'

15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.5D Curved)

NOKILA

See better in the dark
It just keeps getting better

Nokia 2.2 ORE YOUR ten

288
WO R B

E | & | B | #

Bigeniatric TAMP Rpsr 5.7V D Anadrodd & Pla B ]
Fae Undock SHP Front Camens with Selfie notch I Baanery ‘

=rp 13,900 [rer 14,900 | £

2 GO RAM | 16 GO ROM | | 3 GB RAM | 32 GB ROM i I
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Huawei Mate 10 Lite
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Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-A73 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels
18:9 Screen ratio (409 ppi density)
Sensors: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)
Accelerometer, Proximity, Compass

Fronl
g0
4 ak

(5=l
AT I

Poco F3 Pro
8gb+256gb
Rs:71,999

~

Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-
A73 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53)

Quad Camera: 48 MP, f/2.0, (wide),
1/2", PDAF + 12 MP, f/2.2, 13mm
(ultrawide) + 5 MP, 2.4, (macro) +

5 MP, /2.2, depth sensor, LED Flash

i 00T|00T Foees

(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh d iy 3
- Fast battery charging 15W P L.J :._. ‘. _..-I [_ -

(T At [he Real Beast
ARSI

.-II I " .
- ' .
5LEIGE LI ' .

~

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core

processor
B6B ROW

B RAM - FWVGA Screen
o T 5.0 inches

1950 mAh

'.-“pmg TR b +« | B 4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
SMP BACK 2 1:100000 Card4GB Free
| : microSD Card (supports up 64GB)

Rs. Tﬂﬁﬂf = A - sgj,t({éému
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Infinix Note 8 Tecno Camon X

Rs.29,999

Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex
-A75 + 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

_ IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
Dlsplay 16M Colors, Multitouch
7.0 Inches

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide) "
, 1/1.73", PDAF + 2 MP, Triple camera: 13 MP + 8 MP + 2 MP
Camera (macro) + 2 MP, (dej P /
. (depth) 0 0 /o
+2 MP. Quad LED Flash . Quad LED Flash, Auto-focus

B (Li-Po Non removable), 5200 mAh d Y
attery - Fast battery charging 18W

Sy
32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM .
emo microSD Card, (supports . "
Y up to 256é5)p P IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
' , 16M Colors, Multitouch6.2 Inches

Feat 128GB Built-in, 6GB RAM
eatures microSD Card, (supports up to 256GB) (Li-Po Non removable)
, 3400 mAh

il al
g ak

*

R o

Infinix Zero 8
Rs. 36,999

" ' : Octa- 2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
* 1.8" Screen Size . [ Ac7(;i f(gig.(;(GHz Cortzex-(,)%eSX)
« 0.08MP Camera = -

= Dual Sim R , - 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
3y . ' Dlsplay Capacitive Touchscreen,

« Audio (mp3) SR 16M Colors, Multitouch
L "n.l"i d 20 [I"I"I p-ﬂr:l . Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide),

; 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),
» Bluetooth e | 1/4.0" + 2 MP, 2.4, (macro) +

2 MP, /2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
Battery Standby:upto 26 days
Talktime:upto 36 hours

o

'

128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
Memory microSD Card,
(supports up to 256GB)

Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,
Features Fingerprint (side mounted), Proximity

POCO X3 GT (8GB+256GB) Ocean 9 Black(2GB)
Rs: 65,999

<, 8,650 :

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)

()= el A
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.
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90Hz

5000

NFC

Remi 10 (6GB+128GB)
Rs. 33,999

18W

Dual

Huawei P30
Rs: 89,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series!

Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones. Huawei's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawei P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is still in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has decided
to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smartphones that's why the new P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Artificial Intelligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the quality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yet available.

Tecno Pova 2
Rs:28,999

Tecno Pova 2- Released With Big 1080p
display & Huge 7000 mAh Battery!

Today, the Chinese manufacturers Tecno
launched its premium smartphone Pova 2 in
the Philippines market. The smartphone comes
with a large battery of up to 7,000 mAh which
is a very huge battery. This is a manufacturer
that has caught the eye several times, thanks
to its smartphones with very interesting specs
and an incredibly low price. The smartphone
has the largest screen of 6.9 inches with a
resolution of 1080 x 2460. Teco Pova 2 is a
phone that is part of the Android 11 program
with HIOS 7.6. Helio G85 with a Quad-core
processor will take care of the speed of work,
and it will be accompanied by 6GB of RAM and
128GB of internal storage. The company offers
a Quad camera setup with LED flash on the
back panel of this Tecno Pova 2. It has a 48-
megapixel main camera with a 2-megapixel
macro lens, and a pair of 2-megapixel depth
sensors. At the same time, this phone has an
8-megapixel camera for selfies. Tecno Pova 2
smartphone in the Philippines market is
launched at the price of PHP 7,990 that in
Pakistani Rs is equal to 28,999.

Vivo V21e
Rs. 45,999

Vivo V21e - A Mid-ranger Of V21 Series

Chinese company Vivo is unveiling V21e to the market soon. The
V20 series was launch last year, the company is now coming up
with the new smartphone series. And this coming series will be
V21. The first few models of the series will launch in Malaysia.
Vivo has revealed a few specifications details let's see what we
got in this Vivo V21e. The coming smartphone will be powered by
the Snapdragon 720 chipset. The smartphone with this processor
will provide the user with powerful results. The Vivo's V21e has a
2.3 GHz Octa-Core processor under the hood of this smartphone.
The handset has a 6.4 Inches big screen size and It will provide
the user with full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels.
The new Vivo V21e's going to have an AMOLED Capacitive
Touchscreen display that is the latest one and well known for its
outstanding results. Also, there is a GPU of Adreno 618. This
handset Vivo sharp V21e will be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of 6 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of the
device show that it will enable the user to execute things within
seconds. The Vivo has got 128 gigabytes of internal storage in
V21e which is enough to store a huge amount of data for future
use. And also there is a dedicated slot. The smartphone is packing
a Triple-camera in the back of the V21e. The main camera is 48
megapixels, others are yet to be confirmed. The selfie camera of
the upcoming new V21e is not confirmed yet. The smartphone
got an under-display, optical fingerprint sensor to protect your
data from loss. And the battery of this smartphone V21e is 4000
mAbh is planted inside the belly of the phone which is enough to
keep running for almost one or two days of active use. And also
there is a fast battery charging in this V21e by Vivo which is 33W.
Now Samsung and other smartphone companies will be looking
to bring features like Vivo V21e.

Tecno Camon 17

Rs. 24,999

Tecno is trying to unveil Camon 17 smartphone to the
market. The upcoming new smartphone has an eye-
catching color design with textural lines that give it an
exquisite touch. The body of this Tecno Camon 17 is made
up of a glass front plastic, back and has a plastic frame to
keep it intact. The smartphone will be powered by one of
the latest chipsets available for smartphones in the market
that is called MediaTek Helio G85 (12nm). The new Tecno's
Camon 17 has got a 2.0 GHz Octa-Core processor under
the hood of this handset. This new upcoming smartphone
has a 6.6 Inches screen size which is a big-screen display,
with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and this device
Tecno Camon 17's going to have a full-HD display with a
resolution of 1080 x 2460 Pixels. And also there is a GPU
of Mali-G52 MC2 in this upcoming device. The upcoming
new Camon 17 by Tecno will be packing with 4 gigabytes
RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used in this
smartphone so you can say that your phone is going to run
at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM. Tecno
17 has got 128 gigabytes of storage in this smartphone
which means that the capacity of your data is unlimited.
And also you can extend your storage by using a MicroSD
Card. On the rear of the smartphone, there is a Triple
Camera setup. The main sensor of the smartphone Tecno
Camon's 17 will be 48 megapixels. 2 megapixels and 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this phone is Dual
Camera setup and it is not confirmed yet. The side-
mounted and Face Unlock sensor will allow the device to
protect its data by only allowing the authorized person. The
Tecno Camon 17 will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po
5000 mAh battery that will carry support for Fast charging.
Samsung and other tech giants will face serious
competition when this Camon 17's will release.

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,56,300

Bod 150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
ody (5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33 in)

; 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIETOIEV]  IPS LCD capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"
, 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

=ENEA Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
Features | compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation
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Importer Name Brand Sep-21
Qty Amt
Future Tech Apple 213 204,561
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD Apple - -
CoreTECH Apple - -
A.J TRADING Apple - -
M/S PRIME TELECOM Apple - -
Microtel Trading Apple - -
NAVID & SONS Apple - -
Azeen International Apple - -
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION Apple - -
GM TRADERS Apple - -
M/S UNITED TRADERS Apple - -
NAVEED ENTERPRISES Apple - -
Agility Logistics Private Limited Apple - -
ORCHARD INTERNATIONAL Apple - -
Usra Communication Apple - -
SICCOTEL TRADING Apple - -
M/s. NIZAM ELECTRONICS Apple - - 5.
Hassan Internationl Apple - - 2
EUROTEL TRADING Apple - - ::
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS Apple - - ‘R *
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED Apple - -
M/S MOL PAKISTAN OIL AND GAS CO.B.V Apple - - E" h
M/S S. ). TRADERS Apple - -
PICK N SAVE Apple - - ] Q
Air Link Communication Alcatel - - ﬁq‘
TRUE TALK TRADING (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese - - h m
A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese - - e
MICRO-TECH SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese - - '5
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese - - E #
BAZZ MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese - -
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE 5,550 637,879
Air Link Communication Huawei - -
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Huawei - -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Huawei - -
SKY VOICE (PRIVATE) LIMITED Huawei - -
CoreTECH Honor - -
DB Link Private Limited Infinix - -
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Infinix - -
INOVITELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED Infinix 168,696 18,523,863
C Right Mobile Infinix - -
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED Infinix 41 6,060
SICCOTEL TRADING Infinix - -
M/S.ZENITH ENTERPRISE Infinix - - ——
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION Infinix - -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED Infinix 224,910 23,229,167
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED iTel - -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD iTel 45,000 2,133,568
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED iTel 10 731
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED iTel 40,000 2,048,976
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd iTel - -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED iTel 11,500 932,810
Advance Telecom Nokia - -
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Nokia - -
Oppo Mobile Technologies Pakistan (Private) Limited OoPPO 6 1,216
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED oPPO 230,337 34,286,777
THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE OPPO 1 278
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED One Plus 32 10,176
Hassan International One Plus < - ™
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS One Plus - -
UNITED MOBILE One Plus = - _1
Digicom Trading Pvt Ltd / New Allied Electronics Industries Pvt Ltd Q Mobile 2,500 129,150
ANTPOWER TECH (PVT.) LTD Realme 3 530
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED Realme 94,500 9,685,366
Air Link Communication Samsung 17,122 3,978,776
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Samsung 31,879 6,306,311
Agility Logistics Private Limited Samsung 534 515,250
Samsung Ec Pakistan Pvt Ltd Samsung 86 40,546
Hassan Internationl Samsung - - L ]
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS Samsung - - -
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED Samsung 7.234 1,643,362 .
BURQUE CORPORATION (PRIVATE) LIMITED Samsung 8,642 1,759,543
EUROTEL TRADING Samsung - -
United Mobile Samsung 24,775 5,068,393
JADE E-SERVICES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED. Samsung - - "
M/S United Mobiles TECNO - -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECNO 125,100 10,595,210
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 131,480 16,036,251
TELENOR PAKISTAN (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO -
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 18 1,954
Vivo Electric (Private) Limited VIVO 4,094 1,944,357
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO 511,013 60,291,398
SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VgoTel 10,000 567,764
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 4,265 743,796
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD Xiaomi 4,825 662,163
BAZZ MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi - -
CoreTECH Xiaomi 6,920 1,004,917
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 300 81,540
MOBILE LINK IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 700 135,660
PHONEZO IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 3,363 599,033
Smartlink Technologies Xiaomi 4,267 928,913
Alcatel - -
Apple 213 204,561
Chinese - -
D Code 5,550 637,879
Gonex - -
Huawei - -
Honor - -
Infinix 393,647 41,759,089
iTel 96,510 5,116,085
Nokia - - h
Oppo 230,344 34,288,271
One Plus 32 10,176 m
Q Mobile 2,500 129,150
Samsung 90,272 19,312,181
TECNO 256,598 26,633,415
Motorola - -
Vivo 515,107 62,235,755
VgoTel 10,000 567,764
Vipro - -
Realme 94,503 9,685,896
Xiaomi 24,640 4,156,022
ZTE - -
Total 1,719,916 204,736,243
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ral n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telocommun e !

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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X1a0miI 71T SERIES

EXPERIENCE CINEMAGIC

¥iaomi 11T Pro Xiaomi 11T
Rs. 109,999 Rs. 78,999

Rs. 82,999

‘ e |
STARTI P AY =

67W Wired Turbo Charging
120Hz AdaptiveSync AMOLED Display
Mediatek Dimensity 120-Ultra

108MP

Pro-Grade Triple Camera

Corning® Gorilla®
Glass Victus™
on the Display

120 HZ 480 HZ 667 AMOLED DOLE

AdapticeSync Touch Sampling Rate Flat Screen Dedicated Dual Speakers
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o S | mi
Xiaomi
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Y 535S somer

8GB+4GB Extended RAM | 5000mAhK Battery
AVAILABLE NOW (REREYASIELS)
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