FEARE

Business News Magazine

November 15, 2021 - December 15, 2021 'f facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial !twitter.comfﬂaremagazinepk Free download: flare.pk

SUPER

NAHI TOU

ENAHI

*

4. A
dunya ko bataa do

®




AIRLINK

YOUR SMART DEVICE PARTNER

THE NEW ERA
SMARTNESS

State-of-the-Art
SETTING NEW BENCHMARKS FOR Production facility

SMARTPHONE MANUFACTURING AND

DISTRIBUTION IN PAKISTAN. Official
Warranty

{f; Manufacturer Distributor '@"‘T Retailer
— Friendly

Customer support

(») airlinkALC (¥) airlinkcommunication @) airlinkcommunication www.airlinkcommunication.com



NOKIA ATADVANGE

Nokia 6310

@ .ala? W

20:21

30.12.2021

The icon has returned

2.8" curved display 0 Wireless FM Radio

readability

D 1150 mAh battery @ VGA Rear camera

:i7) for clarity & Snake
Unlock
o Easy t? use bigger buttons Takes all of life's
ooo Largeicons for better ;
little knocks }




“Z}ELA R

Business News Magazine
November 15 - December 15, 2021 ' facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial 'twmter com/flaremagazinepk Free download: flare.pk

VEON Group keen to realise
il PM’s Digital Pakistan vision

".' Page No.12

Musk- ownecl %tdrlml\
Flallb to launch satellite Page No. 28
hroadband internet Pakistan

Cover Story:

&2 HUAWEI




“

Plus

*R4
siilii?
ébu1ﬁ5
v

SERVICE

BY CARLCARE
WARRANTY

(SION 2

6.8"HD+ Waterdrop
FullScreen Display

>000mAh
Massive Battery

64GB ROM
3GB RAM

o

13MP Al Dual
Rear Camera

=

a
El

a)

Face Unlock
Fingerprint

-
=

PRODUCT SPECIFICATION

@ ooy 5D  Platform & Memory Camera Battery
Resolution: 6.8” HD+ 1.6Ghz Octa Core Rear:13 + QVGA (Dual Al) AF Camera Capacity: 5000mAh
16407720 Memory: 64GB + 3GB Front: SMP FF Charger: 5V1A
2.5D TP lens

| -

Design @ Network @ Other @ 0Ss
Size:172 X77.8 x8.9mm 2G: 900/1800 MHz Fingerprint: Yes Android 10 (Go)
Material: Unibody 3G: 850\900\2100MHz Face ID: Yes

4G LTE: B1\B3\B5\B8\B40\B41

p-

C\\ ’ f}]THORl_ZED DISTRIBUTORS " #EnjoyBeT-l-erLife

= . ‘: ADVANCE
arunk e A

ALUVANGE
153 TELECOM | siccotel @ itelmobilepakistan @ itelpakistan & www.itel-mobile.com/pk



' AHMED ALI AKBAR | SEHAR KHAN @

CAMON 18

LBMP Front & Back | Clear Shot All-Round

G85 | 128GB | 4GB+3GB EXTEND




C: Fl\/E

SMART PHONE

SPEEDO'I

@ YYYYYS e
. @ -
U (

16 GB ROM L

SMP+8MP STORAGE Finger Print 13 Ghz Face Recognition
Dual Camera QUAD CORE

www.gﬁve.com.pk | www.gfivepakistan.com @gfivepak © @ ©)




6.6

INCHES
U NOTCH
HD DISPLAY

E -

RAM

32GB

ROM
.

©
CAMERA

F;;é?
7\
o

FINGERPRINT &
FACE UNLOCK

[]4000

VIEW MAX~

YOUR VIEW MATTERS




Contents

November 15 - December 15, 2021

10 | EDITOR’S NOTE
Editorial
11 | READER’S RESPONSE

Letters to the Editor

COVER STORY

81 Musk-owned Starlink plans to launch satellite broadband
internet Pakistan

N

ECOMONY

16 | Pakistan’s remittances up by 26% to reach $33billion

17 | FBR restricts property deals only with registered real
estate agents

0] Daraz 11.11 sale a fair or fraud!

INSIGHT / TECH

18 | CAA app to make air passengers more secure

26 | PTA restores TikTok as platform assures to block obnoxious
content

40 | National academy set up to get research-based solutions to
cyber attacks

46 | Twitter CEO steps down, leaves company at a crossroads

EVENT

12 | VEON Group keen to realise PM’s Digital Pakistan vision

13| Saudi top official stresses participation of Pakistani women
in digital economy

20 | PTCL, Ufone join Huawei to raise workers’ skills to global
level

22 | Activities held at Faletti’s Hotel

24 | Hotel One conducts breast cancer awareness session

25| Muslim Club Chaman becomes Ufone 4G Balochistan

Football champion

Women entrepreneurship in Pakistan: A way forward

SOCIAL

4] PM acts against officers fudging Citizen Portal
complaints

36 | Kashmir dispute between Pakistan and India, its history and
situation till present day

38| Pakistan gears up to combat plastic wastes

42 | Abhinandan gets “fake gallantry” award for a “fantastic
tea” in Pakistan

44 | Did Alvi violate oath by attending his son’s business

event?

RIAYIAYY

0] Top reasons that make vivo Y33s the most desirable mid
ranger of 2021

TELEPEDIA

32 Why your next smartphone should be vivo X70 Pro
33 Telenor Pakistan mulling merger to bypass licence

w

w
w

=

a1

renewal fee
48 | Mobile devices fraud down 600% in Pakistan
INTERVIEW
21 | TECNO excels in smartphones with new offerings in Pakistan
Kelvin Zeng
CEO TECNO Mobile Pakistan
NEWS
52 | National News

Musk-owned Starlink
plans to launch
satellite broadband
internet Pakistan

COVER
STORY

Saudi top official stresses participation
13 of Pakistani women in digital economy

S e Y ; ,g'._., ‘
Activities held at Faletti’s Hotel One conducts breast
22 Hotel cancer awareness session

f,;f'_f] winner’s Prize
") 300,000/- Interview

= TECNO excels in smart-
phones with new offerings in

Pakistan

Muslim Club Chaman becomes
Ufone 4G Balochistan Football

25 champion

Kelvin Zeng
CEO TECNO Mobile Pakistan

24




MEeMOBILE

REVEALING SOON

REVEALING SOON

. ‘“-a-c_:._

Foliow Us On Social Media

L fLOLY Lin]

www.memobile.pk




IHVN gp noLtvN 34 NS

Featuring
Riastat-e-
Madina

Our elected Prime Minister Imran Khan many times pledged to
turn Pakistan into an Islamic welfare state in line with the principles
set by the role model- Riasat-e-Madina. What the Prime Minister
desires and visualises for this country is, however, not possible until
his entire team acts with sincerity of purpose and fully supports the
noble cause. Imran Khan has the rule pattern of Hazrat Umar (RA)
to follow as he was blessed with many qualities, and the outstanding
of them was his acumen and wisdom to pick up the fittest available
man for every job. Despite this, he seldom avoided consulting the
intelligent people among the Muslims and always respected their
sincere opinions and suggestions. But a big question mark stays
against the discreet and genius of Prime Minister Imran Khan to
find out such persons who are able to fulfill his dream of giving
Pakitan the complexion of Riasat-e-Madina.

However, at present, the Prime Minister is needed to control
inflation, unemployment, corruption, and provide relief to the
masses. For it, some concrete and substantial steps are needed as
mere launching programs like ‘Ehsas Ration Riayat’, universal
health insurance scheme, and others, which mainly aim at raising
the vote bank, will not serve the purpose.

It is very shameful and regrettable to say that the government
has decided to increase the monthly honorarium of Khateebs
up to twenty-one thousand rupees when the high officials of the
government draw millions of rupees per month as salaries besides
enjoying other incentives and privileges as free utility bills, servants,
fuel, luxury cars and much more. In these circumstances, how can the
image of Riasat-e-Madina be built in Pakistan? It is true that under
the leadership of Prime Minister Imran Khan certain measures have
been taken to make Pakistan an Islamic welfare state for the sake
of taking care of the poor and providing all basic necessities of life
to them. Yet the rising graph of crimes, particularly the increased
incidents of robberies, dacoities, kidnap for ransoms, is a matter of
great concern. Given the situation, the government must give top
priority to controlling the high inflation for providing items of daily
use at cheap and reasonable prices to the masses. The government
should also attend to the creation of such environments which are
conducive to accelerating business as this sector is receiving highly
adverse effects due to repeated increases in raw materials, electricity,
and taxes.

Pakistan has been caught in an inflationary spiral, having a
daunting double-digit inflation rate; currently averaging 10.9% as
against the recommended 2-3%. Being a net importer of fuel- and
now food as well — Pakistan faces price fluctuation which gives rise to
inflation. In a country relying on imports, the cost of raw materials
does undergo frequent ups and downs. The idea of importing
food seems strange in the case of Pakistan which is primarily an
agricultural country. However, a serious lack of focus over the years
on the agriculture sector has brought the country to such a point
where even wheat is being imported.
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Flectricity prices

It has become a tradition in our politics that every political
party makes a host of promises during the election campaign
but with the passage of time when its turn to rule comes,
it forgets many of them. The same is the case with the PTI
which made many promises before the elections but it failed
to make good after coming to power.

Electricity prices are a major issue and a challenging one.
The previous governments hiked the electricity prices many
times but there was a system of calculating the prices, official
announcements, and a way of communication to the public.
But this government has increased power tariff almost 100
percent which is a bombshell on the people. And the increase
in the electricity price was also done without intimation to
the public and in sheer injustice!

Yet we hope that this government will prove true to its words
that it was different from the old governments, as will shape
up NayaPakistan which it had promised and made a main

feature in the Party manifesto.

Ghulam Shabir Siyal, Dadu

Addiction to cell phones

Cellphones are one of the few devices that have become an
indispensable part of our daily life.

However, excessive use might be hazardous to our health.
In a recent study on the use of mobile phones, it has been
discovered that excessive use of mobile phones can be
dangerous.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has cautioned that
excessive use of mobile phones exposes people to particular
radiations, which can lead to brain cancer.

Tendonitis is a common disease, giving birth to symptoms
of pain in tendons, difficulty in moving the joints owning
to poor posture, and impaired vision which is caused by
prolonged usage of cell phones. And it’s alarming to see that
teenagers have become addicted to mobile phones due to
excessive use of this gadget.

The majority of students get so engrossed in cell phones
that they are unable to take the academic rests they need to
attempt for effective studies and health.

Fair and minimum use of cell phones is a dire need of the
hour, as such the parents must keep a close check on their
children not to let them use this device more than needed.

Muhammad FaheemAbro, Larkana

[EVMs for transparency?

Being well into my nineties, | am lucky to have witnessed
all the elections held in Pakistan since independence. Never
have | happened to see the election where the defeated
party or individual would concede to the result in a graceful
manner. In a country like Pakistan where literacy levels are
low, resources are limited, and personal ethical values are far
from perfect, irregularities are sure to take place. Because
everyone does it and nobody is ready to accept the defeat
after results are announced.

I recall, decades ago, that I travelled to my village to cast
vote, but to my surprise, the presiding officer at that polling
station told me that my vote had already been cast. | was not
alone to have confronted this situation but such incidents are
quite rampant that often lead to mudding the transparency of
the electoral process. Through time we as a nation become
cynical of the electoral process and are unwilling to accept
defeat. It has now become our national character not to accept
defeat in the election and cry foul play about the ballotting.
This has even sneaked into our attitude towards defeat in
other areas of national and social activity such as sports.

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

The political leadership of the country must first change their
attitudes and set examples of conceding to defeat with grace.
Once people see that win and loss are a logical outcome of
the process and their leaders show dignity in the wake of
loss, they would also develop trust in the system. As long as
our leaders keep celebrating their wins and blaming the loss
on rigging, people are not going to trust whatever method of
elections is used.

Raja Shafaatullah, Islamabad

Murder of language

There was atime when Radio Pakistan and Pakistan Television
(PTV) were considered as institutions, where, besides other
official responsibilities, language proficiency was another
important domain. Lexicographers and linguistic experts
were hired for the training of newcomers and the staffers.
The same pattern was followed in the newspapers.

The silver screen was another medium where efforts
continued to teach people by using the correct language. As
a result of that, both listeners and viewers while enjoying the
high standard of language, also started understanding how the
correct language can be spoken. Those people who are now in
their 40s, still remember the quality language, having idioms
and couplets by the actors like Begum KhursheedMirza,
Arsh-e-Munir, Mahmood Ali, SubhaniBayunis, etc. Those
days are gone now, and it seems difficult, if not impossible
to restore the language in its true form. In the fast-changing
scenario, probably neither we have time, nor propensity to
take care of the language.

Most people think it is quite enough the language is being
spoken, but how, it is not their headache. Nowadays, it seems
the language itself is the biggest victim of the era. There is
no invasion of our language by outsiders. Instead, we the
insiders, are the real culprits against our language. No one
has the time to ponder why the language is being victimized
by none other than ourselves.

Dr. Syed Qamar Abbas, Karachi

Artificial rain: A novel idea

The daily ranking is compiled by 1Q Air, a Swiss air quality
technology company, which reveals that the air quality of
Lahore is not satisfactory to breathe in. Many countries like
Kuwait, the UAE, and Russia have used artificial methods to
precipitate rain over arid regions of their respective territory.
There appears to be no immediate let-up in severity in the
smog of Lahore. DrMunawarSabir; Director of Punjab
University’s Centre for Integrated Mountain Research(CIMR)
plans to generate artificial rainfall for five to six hours, then
smog would be encountered as small particles that made up
of smog will be washed away.

There have been some contentions, particularly religious
ones. Without clouds, there can be no artificial rains. This is
like planting crops; what some farmers do is, spray chemicals
that cause quicker growth. This does not mean that it is
contrary to what is said in the Quran. Rather it is Allah, may
He be Exalted, Who has enabled them to do that and taught
them how to do it.

Artificial rain is being planned in Lahore to reduce pollution
and lessen the smog to nil. But it is a very costly technique.
It may also cause serious implications for Lahore. Due to
this, the acidity level may increase in the city causing some
serious health diseases for the inhabitants and monuments.

Salim Farman, Kasur

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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VEEON Group keentorealise PM’s

Digital Pakistan vision

Group CEO VEON KaanTerzigolo and CEO Jazz Aamir Ibrahim

J-’q‘.

called on Prime Minister Imran Khan

VEON Group CEO KaanTerzioglu sald Pakistanis akeymarket forVEON and wesee tremendous
growth potential as the country continues to implementits ‘Digital Pakistan’ vision. To accelerate
this as well as to encourage private sector investment in broadband connectivity and network
expansion, a forward-looking regulatory regime in line with next-generation connectivity
requirements, and a policy framework facilitating innovative business models are needed

aanTerzioglu, Chief Executive Officer,

VEON Group called on Prime Minister

Imran Khan in Islamabad during his vis-

it to Pakistan recently. Kaan reiterated
the Group’s full support towards the Government’s
#DigitalPakistan agenda.

VEON, a leading global provider of connectivity
and internet services, is embarking on a journey to
be a world-leading digital operator with over 213.8
million subscribers in nine countries, including 71.9
million in Pakistan through its operating company,
Jazz.

Kaan apprised the Prime Minister about Jazz’s
investment in Pakistan, which has crossed US$ 10
billion including US$ 560 million in the last two
years alone on 4G network expansion—taking the to-
tal number of 4G users to 34.2 million, cementing
Jazz’s position as the number one 4G operator.

During the meeting, Kaan also talked about the
role Jazz is playing in improving digital infrastruc-
ture, enhancing connectivity, investing in digital
skills and literacy, promoting entrepreneurship and
innovation, and driving financial inclusion through
JazzCash.

Prime Minister Imran Khan valued the Group’s
commitment to Pakistan including the sustainabil-
ity initiatives that empower the young with digital
tools and resources. “The government launched the
‘Digital Pakistan’ initiative to provide a platform to
the youth and it is heartening to see private sector
companies like Jazz carry the mantle,” Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan said. He also highlighted the key
role mobile operators play in a country’s economic
growth by bringing in foreign investment, fostering
connectivity, and enabling other sectors to thrive.

“Pakistan is a key market for VEON, and we
see tremendous growth potential as the country
continues to implement its ‘Digital Pakistan’ vision.
To accelerate this and to encourage private sector
investment in broadband connectivity and network
expansion, a forward-looking regulatory regime in
line with next-generation connectivity requirements,
and a policy framework facilitating innovative busi-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

ness models are needed,” said VEON Group CEO
KaanTerzioglu.

“Utilising our leadership position and global ex-
pertise, we are focused on creating a flourishing digi-
tal ecosystem in Pakistan. Constantly investing in ex-
panding access to 4G to rural and semi-urban areas,
and in innovating and adapting our digital services to
become a digital lifestyle partner for our customers
is at the core of this journey,” said Jazz CEO Aamir
Ibrahim.

Jazz. CEO Aamir Ibrahim said
we are focused on creating a
flourishing digital ecosystem in
Pakistan. Constantly
investing in expanding access
to 4G to rural and semi-urban
areas, and in innovating and
adapting our digital services to
become a digital lifestyle
partner for our customers is at
the core of this journey

VEON Group CEO KaanTerzioglu leading a del-
egation, also called on Federal Minister Information
Technology and Telecommunication Syed Aminul-
Haque and discussed matters of bilateral interest and
building a technology-driven economy in Pakistan.
The meeting was also attended by Secretary IT and
Telecom Dr. Sohail Rajput, Member Telecom, and
other senior officials

The delegation thanked the Minister for approv-
ing the right of way policy and launching broadband
projects. The minister said that the objective of Dig-
ital Pakistan was to provide connectivity across the
country.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

He said after improving the quality of services
and introducing 4G preparations are underway to
introduce 5G in the country. AminulHaque said Pa-
kistan was a profitable market for mobile companies.

The Minister also noted that with over 73 million
subscribers, Jazz was a major player in the Pakistani
telecom industry. “We will work closely with the
Ministry of IT to achieve the Digital Pakistan Vi-
sion”, KaanTerzioglu said.

The VEON Group CEO said the company was
heavily investing to improve the quality of services
and expand 4G networking.

CEO of Jazz Aamir Ibrahim on the occasion ex-
pressed the confidence that under the leadership of
Federal Minister Syed AminulHaq the telecom sec-
tor will make record progress.

WVEON

Group CEO VEON
KaanTerzigolo

KaanTerzioglu visited Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) Headquarters in Islamabad.
He met with Chairman PTA, Maj-General Amir
AzeemBajwa (R). Member Finance, Muhammad
Naveed; Member Compliance & Enforcement, Dr.
Khawar Siddique Khokhar and CEO Jazz, Aamir
Ibrahim were also present in the meeting.

During the meeting, the two sides discussed the
future plans of Jazz for enhancing connectivity and
bridging the digital gender divide, and improving
digital infrastructure.

There was an agreement on mutual collabora-
tion for furthering the Digital Pakistan vision and
for advancements in telecommunications for the so-
cio-economic benefit of Pakistan. m
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Saudi top official stresses
participation ot Pakistani women
in digital economy

1"" |

Secretary-General for Digital Cooperation Organization
(DCO), Deemah Al-Yahya receives a shield from Chairman
PTA Maj-General Amir AzeemBajwa

\p~

led h\ m Secretary- (u..m.ral lJutmah Al- \ah_\- a called on

Federal Minister for I'T and Telecommunication Syed AminulHague

Deemah Al Yahya Sald I am dellghted to have met the young Paklstan entrepreneurs creating
digital solutions and to see innovative I'T companies. The Secretary General and Chairman
PTA agreed to further expand mutual collaboration for inclusive digital transformation and

growth of digital industries

eemah Al-Yahya, the first Secre-
tary-General of the Saudi-led Digital
Cooperation Organization (DCO), is
supportingwomen’s participation in Pa-

kistan’s digital economy. Al-Yahya arrived in Paki-
stan for meetings with President Dr. ArifAlvi, For-
eign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi, Information
Technology Minister Syed AminulHaque, and visit
Jazz Headquarters and private sector leaders to sup-
port the inclusive development of the digital econo-
my and to strengthen the organization’s partnerships
with Pakistan. “As female digital inclusion is core
to DCO’s mandate, I endorse the Pakistan govern-
ment’s efforts to enable women to benefit from the
digital economy, including through the Digital Pa-
kistan Policy and Universal Access Fund,” she said.
“These initiatives are making a real impact
through including girls in the technology industry

), led h)hﬁ-‘
1t ArifAlvi,

and connecting underserved regional communities
to the internet.” Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi said Pakistan desires for promoting joint ef-
forts to benefit from the information and communi-
cation technologies to achieve common objectives of
digital transformation and socio-economic progress.
While talking to Secretary-General Digital Cooper-
ation Organization DeemahAlYahya, the Minister
said Pakistan values its strategic partnership with
the Digital Cooperation Organization for the mutual
benefit of both countries.

He said DCO is an effective platform for the pro-
motion of the global digital agenda in the fields of

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

science, health, education, trade, agriculture, invest-
ment, and security. The Foreign Minister said Paki-
stan fully supports the DCO agenda for the digital
economy, trade, and industrial development.

The two sides discussed matters of mutual inter-
est including enhanced cooperation in diverse fields.

The Secretary-General and Chairman PTA
agreed to further expand mutual collaboration for in-
clusive digital transformation and growth of digital
industries.

Al-Yahya arrived in Pakistan
for meetings with President Dr.
ArifAlvi, Foreign Minister Shah

Mahmood Qureshi, Informa-
tion Technology Minister Syed

AminulHaque, and visit Jazz

Headquarters, and private
sector leaders to support the
inclusive development of
the digital economy and to
strengthen the organization’s
partnerships with Pakistan

In a Twitter post, Al-Yahya shared a photo with
students of the COMSATS University Islamabad,
saying she was inspired by meeting ‘“ambitious
young women closing the gender gap in STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics).”

She has also hosted sessions with Pakistani tech
leaders who are developing financial products for the
unbanked using mobile technology, and education
platforms enabling school students to study online.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

“I am delighted to have met the young Pakistan
entrepreneurs who are creating digital solutions, and
to see innovative I'T companies such as Oraan, Ma-
gsad, and Tez Financial engaged in connecting more
Pakistanis to the digital economy,” Al-Yahya said.

Oraan has recently made headlines for raising $3
million in the largest seed funding closed by a wom-
en-led Pakistani startup. Al-Yahya launched with Is-
lamabad officials the Pakistan Innovation Challenge
for 1 million students aged six to 18.

“The students will learn maths, computer sci-
ence, robotics, artificial intelligence, design, and in-
novation online,” she said. “If young people don’t
have skills, if women are left out, or if entrepreneurs
are strangled by bureaucracy, we will all remain in
struggle.” As she highlighted the importance of the

digital economy in a world where more and more
activities are being done online, Al- Yahya said she

was privileged to be entrusted by Saudi leadership
and DCO member states to lead the organization
and “carry forward this major global outreach.”

“Seventy percent of the world’s economic growth
will be driven by the digital economy over the next
decade, so there are enormous opportunities for peo-
ple, companies, and countries in the digital econo-
my,” she said. “The fact that the DCO is headquar-
tered in Riyadh reflects Saudi Arabia’s position as a
constructive, collaborative global leader in the new
world economy, and I take the same approach when
engaging with governments as leader of the DCO,”
she added. =

| NOVEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 15, 2021

IHVN gp noLHvN ¥3dNS

I| || T



Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

PM acts against
officers fudging
Citizen Portal

complaints
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“l personally monitor public complaints at Citizen Portal.

No laxity will be tolerated in resolving public complaints. No

leniency will be shown towards the officers fudging the figures

of resolution of public complaints,” PM said.

rime Minister Imran Khan has directed the

authorities concerned to take action against

the government officers who have been de-

tected fudging complaints registration and
their resolution at Pakistan Citizen Portal to show in-
creased satisfaction of the citizens at their respective
dashboards. “I personally monitor public complaints
at Citizen Portal. No laxity will be tolerated in the
resolution of public complaints. No leniency will
be shown towards the officers fudging the figures of
resolution of public complaints,” the Prime Minister
said. The Prime Minister Delivery Unit compiled an
investigation report on the dashboards of 254 officers
regarding frivolous complaints. The Unit had investi-
gated the dashboards of 154 officers in Punjab, 86 in
KP, three in Sindh, and 11 in the federal government.

The probe revealed 44 Punjab officers found in-
volved in fake complaints and the Chief Secretary of
the province had already acted against them. The KP
chief secretary acted against 39 government officers
and suspended those involved.

In Punjab, among those who faced action also
included three officers terminated from service, sev-
en suspended, and two transferred from the posi-
tion. Inspector General of Punjab Police took action
against 45 officers, 10 by IGP KP and three by IGP
Sindh. The prime minister issued instructions to the
chief secretaries and IGPs of the provinces, calling
for no laxity to those showing negligence towards
public complaints.

As per reports, at National Highway and Motor-
way Police, one complainant lodged 12 complaints
and suggestions and later expressed satisfaction and
appreciation towards the department. Moreover, no
evidence was found for lodging fake complaints to
increase the satisfaction level on part of the depart-
ment. The PMDU recommended permanent block-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

ing of all IDs used in frivolous complaints and asked
for seeking clarification from all concerned about the
misperception regarding public feedback.

Earlier, Prime Minister Imran Khan included an
exclusive category in Pakistan Citizen Portal (PCP),
being run under his direct supervision, to receive and
pursue complaints on land grabbing.

Prime Minister Office announced that the federal
government, apart from making efforts to improve
public service delivery, was determined to curb land
grabbing in the country. About the land grabbing, the
Prime Minister has ordered the initiation of strict ac-
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be issued to ensure that complaints on land grabbing
are carefully examined. The prime minister instruct-
ed that in cases of private matters, the allegations
levelled should be probed properly by hearing both
parties rather than taking action straight away.

Special quarterly progress review meetings will
be convened on the status of complaints lodged in
the category of land grabbing. However, complaints
referring to the issues that involved court cases will
not be entertained as per provisions of the PCP man-
ual, and complaints of overseas Pakistanis will be
looked into on a priority basis.

People registered or being registered on the PCP
application are divided into three different catego-
ries: Pakistani, overseas, and foreigners. A registered
member on the PCP may establish interaction with
government organisations for lodging complaints,
seeking guidance, and offering suggestions to resolve
any issue pertaining to the general public.

Citizens expected that their complaints will be
resolved efficiently after the launch of this applica-
tion. However, it appears that the tactics of govern-
ment officials are making the grievance mechanism
ineffective. Users have complained that the problems
they raised through the app still exist, but the con-
cerned authorities have marked their complaints as
resolved. There are many public complaints regard-
ing the Pakistan Citizen Portal management that
failed to resolve the grievances.

It is greatly concerned that if Prime Minister
Imran Khan personally monitors the complaints on
Citizen Portal there were thousands of pending and
unresolved complaints on the Portal which tells the
truth. People suggested the Prime Minister for hiring
a professional team to monitor the Pakistan Citizen
Portal, powered by Prime Minister’s Performances
Delivery Unit (PMDU) performance and services.
The method of the Citizen Portal is not much ef-
fective as the complaints entered the PMDU system
and system after sorting are sent to the concerned
DCOs and DCOs. The departments forwarded the
complaints to the relevant departments but they re-
plied to them as unresolved.

A couple of weeks ago, before the statement of
Prime Minister, Mingora Bench of the Peshawar
High Court had ruled that the Prime Minister’s Per-
formance Delivery Unit (PMDU) and Pakistan Citi-
zen Portal (PCP) have no authority to take action in
relation to a provincial department on the public’s
complaints and such action violates the Constitu-
tion, which provides autonomy to the provinces in
their own domain. Accepting a petition filed by five
residents, Justice Ishtiaq Ibrahim and Justice Wigar
Ahmad Khan declared that there was no doubt that
the PMDU and PCP had been operating beyond
the limits prescribed for the executive authority of
the federation, across the length and breadth of the
country and had been directly dealing with provin-
cial government departments in matters, which ex-
clusively fell in the domain of the provincial govern-
ments.

“Here they have ex-

tions as per law at various
tiers of the administrations
both at federal and provin-
cial levels. The provision of
the new category will facil-
itate the public not only to
lodge complaints regarding
their lands being grabbed
but also to blow the whistle

(Citizens expected that their
complaints will be resolved
efficiently after the launch of
this application. However, it
appears that tactics of

pressly been transgressing
the limits of their lawful
authority. The provincial
government  departments
should be looked after, reg-
ulated, and made account-
able and effective by the
provincial government it-

about the state land beinggovernment officials are makingself,” the bench ruled in its

encroached upon/gabbed
by the mafia. Moreover, it
will help the authorities to
get abreast of the grey areas

the grievance mechanism
ineffective

27-page detailed judgment.

The petition was filed
by Ziaullah and five oth-
er residents against whom

of administration pertaining to the issue, get analyt-
ics for policy formulation, evaluate performance/
efficiency of the officials concerned and hold them
accountable in case of negligence/laxity.

The Prime Minister has, therefore, directed all
provincial chief secretaries to hold meetings with
heads of the departments concerned, development
authorities, commissioners/RPOs, and DCs/DPOs
to sensitise them about the significance of the matter
and complaints related thereto.

He has ordered that specific instructions should
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some unidentified persons
had complained to the PCP that they had acquired
chemical and biological weapons and harboured
terrorists. The complaint was forwarded to Swat’s
district police officer prompting the police and other
departments to investigate into the allegations. How-
ever, the complaint turned out to be false. Counsel
for the petitioners Aurangzeb contended that his
clients were government employees, but they were
humiliated, harassed, and stressed out by the law-en-
forcement agencies due to that complaint. =
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ompared to the overall growth of 8 per-

cent in remittances in South Asia, the re-

mittances by the overseas Pakistanis into

Pakistan grew by 26 percent during the
year 2021, according to estimates recorded in the
World Bank’s Migration and Development Brief.
“Pakistan had another year of record remittances
with growth at 26 percent and levels reaching $33
billion in 2021,” says the report released by WB. In
addition to the common drivers, the government’s
‘Pakistan Remittance Initiative’ to support trans-
mission through formal channels attracted large in-
flows, it says adding, Afghanistan’s fragile situation
emerged as an unexpected cause of remittances in
2021 intended for Afghan refugees in Pakistan as
well as for the people in Afghanistan. According to
the report, overall remittances to South Asia likely
grew around 8 percent to $159 billion in 2021. High-
er oil prices aided economic recovery and drove the
spike in remittances from the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries which employ over half
of South Asia’s migrants. Economic recovery and
stimulus programs in the United States also contrib-
uted to the growth.

In 2021, the top five remittance recipient states
in the US dollar were India, China, Mexico, the
Philippines, and the Arab Republic of Egypt. As a
share of gross domestic product, the top five remit-
tance recipients in 2021 were smaller economies:
Tonga, Lebanon, the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan,
and Honduras. The United States was the most sig-
nificant source country for remittances in 2020, fol-
lowed by the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia,
and Switzerland. In India, remittances advanced by
an estimated 4.6 percent in 2021 to reach $87 billion,
according to the report. Remittances are the domi-
nant source of foreign exchange for the region, with
receipts more than twice as large as FDI in 2021. On
remittance costs, the report adds, South Asia had
the lowest average costs of any world region at 4.6
percent. But sending money to South Asia through
official channels is expensive compared to informal
channels which remain popular. Cost-reducing pol-
icies would create a win-win situation welcomed by
migrants and South Asian governments alike. The
report says remittances to low- and middle-income
countries are projected to have grown a strong 7.3
percent to reach $589 billion in 2021. This return
to growth is more robust than earlier estimates and
follows the resilience of flows in 2020 when remit-
tances declined by only 1.7 percent despite a severe
global recession due to the COVID-19, according to
the Migration and Development Brief. For a second
consecutive year, remittance flows to low- and mid-
dle-income countries (excluding China) are expect-
ed to surpass the sum of foreign direct investment
(FDI) and overseas development assistance (ODA).

This underscores the importance of remittances
in providing a critical lifeline by supporting house-
hold spending on essential items such as food,
health, and education during periods of economic
hardship in migrants’ countries of origin.

“Remittance flows from migrants have greatly
complemented government cash transfer programs
to support families suffering economic hardships
during the COVID-19 crisis. Facilitating the flow of
remittances to provide relief to strained household
budgets should be a key component of government
policies to support a global recovery from the pan-
demic,” said Michal Rutkowski, World Bank Glob-
al Director for Social Protection and Jobs.

Factors contributing to the strong growth in re-
mittance are migrants’ determination to support
their families in times of need, aided by econom-
ic recovery in Europe and the United States which
in turn was supported by the fiscal stimulus and
employment support programs. In the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) countries and Russia, the
recovery of outward remittances was also facili-
tated by stronger oil prices and the resulting pick-
up in economic activity. Remittances registered
strong growth in most regions. Flows increased by
21.6 percent in Latin America and the Caribbean,
9.7 percent in the Middle East and North Africa, 8
percent in South Asia, 6.2 percent in Sub-Saharan
Africa, and 5.3 percent in Europe and Central Asia.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Free download: flare.pk

ECONOMY | FLAREREPORT [ |

Pakistan’s remittances
up by 26% to reach

$33billion

In addition to the common drivers, the government’s ‘Pakistan
Remittance Initiative’ to support transmission through formal
channels attracted large inflows, it says adding, Afghanistan’s
fragile situation emerged as anunexpected cause of remittances
in 2021 intended for Afghan refugees in Pakistan as well as for
the people in Afghanistan

In East Asia and the Pacific, remittances fell by 4
percent - though, excluding China, remittances reg-
istered a gain of 1.4 percent in the region. In Latin
America and the Caribbean, growth was exception-
ally strong due to economic recovery in the United
States and additional factors, including migrants’
responses to natural disasters in their countries of
origin and remittances sent from home countries to

Higher oil prices aided
economic recovery and drove
the spike in remittances from
the Gulf Cooperation Council

(GCC) countries which employ
over half of South Asia’s
migrants. F.conomic recovery
and stimulus programs in the
United States also contributed
to the growth

migrants in transit. The cost of sending $200 across
international borders continued to be too high, av-
eraging 6.4 percent of the amount transferred in the
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first quarter of 2021, according to the World Bank’s
Remittance Prices Worldwide Database. This is
more than double the Sustainable Development
Goal target of 3 percent by 2030. It is most expen-
sive to send money to Sub-Saharan Africa (8 per-
cent) and lowest in South Asia (4.6 percent). Data
reveal that costs tend to be higher when remittances
are sent through banks than through digital chan-
nels or through money transmitters offering cash-to-
cash services. “The immediate impact of the crisis
on remittance flows was very deep. The surprising
pace of recovery is welcome news. To keep remit-
tances flowing, especially through digital channels,
providing access to bank accounts for migrants
and remittance service providers remains a key re-
quirement. Policy responses also must continue to
be inclusive of migrants especially in the areas of
access to vaccines and protection from underpay-
ment,” said DilipRatha, lead author of the Brief
and head of KNOMAD. Remittances are projected
to continue to grow by 2.6 percent in 2022 in line
with global macroeconomic forecasts. A resurgence
of COVID-19 cases and reimposition of mobility re-
strictions poses the biggest downside risk to the out-
look for global growth, employment and remittance
flows to developing countries.

The rollback of fiscal stimulus and employ-
ment-support programs, as economies recover, may
also dampen remittance flows, it adds. =

| NOVEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 15, 2021



ECONOMY | FLAREREPORT | [NEECISSTIIPIPEEIPA

FBR restricts
property deals only
with registered real

estate agents

The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has made it compulsory
for real estate agents to get themselves registered. It has
required the real estate agents, builders, and developers to
obtain the registration certificate before January 1, 2022, in

order to continue their business

eal estate is a major and growing indus-

try in Pakistan, and Pakistan spends

$5.2 billion on construction, which

shows growth in Pakistan’s real estate
market. In view of the improvement in the flour-
ishing business of real estate across the country,
the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has made it
compulsory for real estate agents to get themselves
registered. It has required the real estate agents,
builders, and developers to obtain the registration
certificate before January 1, 2022, in order to con-
tinue their business.

No government or private developer will be
allowed to do business with unregistered real es-
tate dealers, according to the notification issued by
the FBR. In this regard, the FBR has also issued a
notification stating that transfer or registration of
immovable property will not be possible and viola-
tion in this regard will be prosecuted under money
laundering and terra financing laws.

The FBR has made the condition applicable to
all housing authorities and corporate housing soci-
eties, and will also apply to development schemes
for residential or commercial purposes.

The notification also stipulates that construc-
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tion and sale of property or transfer of property
rights will be conditional with those real estate
agents who obtain the registration certificate.

The agents will have to register themselves with
the FBR as designated non-financial businesses
and professions (DNFBPs).

Money laundering is a major concern and Paki-
stan has one year to clamp down on it. Real estate
is a sector where money laundering is rampant as
people put their black money in purchasing plots.

According to DNFBP order number 1 issued
by FBR, “the AMLA 2010 empowers the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR), inter alia, to license or
register its reporting entities (ROs) namely, Des-
ignated Non-Financial Businesses and Professions
(DNFBPs), impose conditions on any activities by
DNFBPs to prevent the offences of money laun-
dering, predicate offences or financing of terror-
ism through the issuance of directions or impos-
ing conditions under the relevant provisions of the
AMLA 2010.”

Now, exercising powers conferred under sec-
tion 6A of the AMLA 2010 read with clause 1(iii)
of Schedule IV ibid, and to foster the anti-money
laundering and countering financing of terrorism
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(AML/CFT) regime in Pakistan, the FBR imposed
the following condition on all “Real Estate Devel-
opment Authorities, Cooperative Housing Societ-
ies, and all other Housing Societies, Schemes, and
Firms dealing in the real estate, namely:- Condi-
tion No. 1 of 2021 No public or private develop-
ment authority shall conduct their business activ-
ity with any real estate agent for the transfer or
registration of immovable property unless the real
estate agent is registered with the Federal Board of
Revenue as a Designated Non-Financial Business
and Profession (DNFBP).”

“The above condition shall be disseminated
to all real estate agents registered or dealing with
the development Authorities, housing authorities
cooperative housing Societies and other housing
schemes dealing in the development of land for
residential & commercial purposes, construction
and sale/ purchase and or transfer of ownership
rights and also displayed on all relevant places
for the information of the general public. The
real estate agents may also be informed to obtain
Registration Certificate from the concerned direc-
tor DNFBPs once registered as DNFBP with the
FBR.” Any violation of this condition shall attract
the penalty provision under AML Act 2010 and
AML/CFT sanction rules 2020. This condition
comes into effect on January 1, 2022.

Money laundering is a major
concern and Pakistan has one
year to clamp down on it. Real
estate is a sector where money
laundering is rampant as peo-

ple put their black money in

purchasing plotsa

The FBR used to fix immovable property rates
of 20 selected cities but now this number has in-
creased to 40 major cities while areas within the
cities also increased. So the coverage of valuation
tables increased.

The valuation tables have been revised upward
with the aim to collect more taxes from the prop-
erty sector. The FBR has increased the valuation
rates of selected 40 cities manifold. The FBR has
notified valuation tables for Abbottabad, Attock,
Bahawalpur, Bhawalnagar, Chakwal, Dera Ismail
Khan, DG Khan, Faisalabad, Ghotki, Gujranwa-
la, Gujrat, Gwadar, Hafizabad, Hyderabad, Islam-
abad, Jhang, Jheleum, Karachi, Kasur, Khushab,
Lahore, Larkana, Lasbella, Mandi Bhauddin,
Manshera, Mardan, Mirpurkhas, Multan, Nanka-
na, Narowal, Peshawar, Quetta, Rahim Yar Khan,
Rawalpindi, Sahiwal, Sargodha, Sheikhupura, Si-
alkot, Sukkur and Toba Tek Singh.

Many people inside Pakistan and overseas Pa-
kistanis are investing in the real estate sector which
has given this business a new height of success in
the country at the moment. Investment in real es-
tate is more encouraged than in any other sector
due to the volume of profit and benefits. Not only
construction is taking place at a fast pace, but this
sector has introduced many jobs for the Pakistani
nation.

The current year is a year of boom for the real
estate market due to many reasons such as a huge
reduction in property tax for 2021, unstable gold
prices, and the unstable stock market. Due to low-
ering the construction taxes, many people have
been able to build their dream houses that was not
possible over a long time due to the extra expenses.
This has also resulted in developing a number of
residential societies in Pakistan.

The residential societies are giving each other
a tough completion in terms of providing facilities
and amenities with their property to purchasers
and the investors. Many residential societies are
enjoying the top priority by the residents and in-
vestors for living and investing. m
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akistan Civil Aviation Authority

(PCAA) has officially launched an appli-

cation (app) that will identify and report

accidents and safety concerns during air
travel directly to the authority. The app, which is
currently available for Android smartphones, has
been termed as the ‘Voluntary Hazard/Incident
Reporting System’. The application can be found
on the Google Play Store.

According to the PCAA, this app covers a
wide range of issues from system failures to acci-
dents and violations. Their statement mentioned
the following: “The aim of the hazard/incident
reporting app is to provide an easy, user-friendly
and adequate platform to the general public and
aviation stakeholders for proactive/reactive iden-
tification and reporting of hazards/incidents and
safety issues directly to the PCAA.”

In a nutshell, if there are any safety concerns
or chances of an incident during air travel, the
users can simply use the application to register
their issues directly to the authorities. PCAA fur-
ther added: “The person reporting [the hazard or
the incident] may also upload files, pictures, etc,
along with a narrative in the support of his/her
report as evidence.”

“The PCAA firmly believes that aviation safe-
ty is everyone’s responsibility and always gives
due importance to aviation safety-related issues
and remains continuously engaged to enhance
aviation performance and quality.” However, a
hazard reporting form can also be found on the
official PCAA website.

The CAA has also introduced a new measure
under which it will be mandatory for all passen-
gers travelling to Pakistan to submit complete req-
uisite information through the ‘Pass Track App’,
revealed a letter by the Consul General of Cana-
da, Janzab Khan.

The decision has been taken to curb the spread
of COVID-19 and to streamline data submission.
It will also help keep track of passengers travel-
ling to Pakistan. “This stipulation will be a man-
datory requirement and no exception in this re-
gard shall be allowed,” the letter stated.

According to the CAA, it will be the prime
responsibility of airline operators to ensure that
all passengers travelling to Pakistan have submit-
ted complete information through the Pass Track
App, prior to their travel to Pakistan.

Any or all cases of non-compliance will be
dealt with strictly in accordance with applicable
rules/regulations, said the CAA.

Additionally, the requirement of the submis-
sion of a health declaration form will cease from
May 1, 2021, upon coming into effect of the man-
datory requirement of submission of informa-
tion/data through the Pass Track App.

The Civil Aviation Authority issued a notice
to all airmen (NOTAM) in response to a decision
of the National Command and Operation Centre
(NCOQ) to allow international flight operations
at full capacity.

“Government of Pakistan is pleased to allow
100 percent international passenger flight opera-
tions to and from all air-
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CAA app to make
air passengers more

SCCUIre

S

The app, which is cur
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droid smartphones,

has been termed as the ‘Voluntary Hazard/Incident Reporting
System.” The application can be found on the Google Play Store.
The app covers a wide range of issues from system failures to

accidents and violations

countries.

The high-risk countries include Afghanistan,
Ethiopia, Germany, Iran, the Philippines, and
Russia.

However, inbound travel to Pakistan from

ports with effect from No-
vember 10, 2021, at 0001
PST,” said the notice.

The NCOC has an-
nounced that inbound air
travel would be allowed in

If there are any safety con-

category ‘C’ countries
is banned and only al-
lowed on grant of spe-

cerns or chances of an incident cial authorisation by the

NCOC'’s exemptions com-

during air travel, the users can mittee.

The countries placed

Pakistan at full capacity Slmply use the application O in category ‘C’ are: Ar-

from November 10 ow-
ing to a downward trend
in Covid-19 cases in the
country.

the authorities

menia, Bulgaria, Costa

register their issues directly tO Rica, Iraq, Mexico, Mon-

golia, Slovenia, Thailand,
Trinidad & Tobago, and

According to  the
NCOC decision, all passengers of more than six
years — locals or foreigners — will have to carry
a negative PCR test report conducted within the
72 hours prior to boarding a flight for Pakistan.

Furthermore, Rapid Antigen Testing on ar-
rival at the airport for all inbound passengers
has been abolished, except for people travelling
via direct flight from category ‘C’ and high-risk
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Ukraine.

On the other hand, Pakistan International Air-
lines (PIA) is now ranked among the best airlines
in the world that have the safest operating records
after achieving perfect safety ratings from the Eu-
ropean air-safety watchdog, SAFA (Safety Audit
for Foreign-Origin Aircraft), with zero indexes.

SAFA conducts periodic and surprise checks
for all the non-European Airlines at different air-
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ports across the world.

PIA, being under consistent scrutiny ever since
the pilots’ license scandal surfaced, has been sub-
ject to more extensive audit checks at most of the
international airports by SAFA inspectors.

However, with zero findings being recorded
by SAFA since a few weeks last, it has lowered
its safety hazard index to zero, which is a perfect
score. Sharing his views on achieving the Zero in-
dex safety ratings, PIA CEO Air Marshal Arshad
Malik thanked Almighty Allah for his blessings
and congratulated the PIA team for their sincere
efforts and working tirelessly to achieve the high-
est ever safety ratings.

He said now after the restructuring of PIA’s
Safety Department, more stringent in-house safe-
ty checks are being undertaken on all its interna-
tional flights. A new safety awareness culture has
been introduced in PIA whereby special empha-
sis and career incentives are given to employees
who adhere to the culture.

He further said PIA has offered professional
support to the regulatory authority in Pakistan as
well, aiding them to clear the ICAO Audit in No-
vember this year, paving the way for the resump-
tion of flights to the west. m
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~ PTCL, Ufone join Huawei to raise

workers’ skills to global level
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Hatem Bamatraf, President and GCEO, PTCL & Ufone said: “PTCL and Ufone are always

committed to embracing innovative and emerging technologies and programs. Our strategic
collaboration with Huawei is yet another step for the professional growth and development
of our people. I am confident that the initiative will enable our employees to bring greater
innovation, efficiency, and productivity to the organization

V2 HUAWEI

lligent World

akistan Telecommunication Company

Limited (PTCL) and Ufone have signed

a Memorandum of Understanding

(MoU) with Huawei Technologies Paki-
stan, for providing strategic learning and devel-
opment initiatives to its employees.

Syed Mazhar Hussain, Group Chief Human
Resource Officer, PTCL & Ufone, and Ahmed
Bilal Masud, Deputy CEO, Huawei Technologies
Pakistan, signed the MoU during a ceremony
held in Islamabad recently. The ceremony was
also attended by Hatem Bamatraf, President and
GCEQO, PTCL & Ufone, and Mark Meng, CEQ,
Huawei Technologies Pakistan, along with senior
management from both organizations.

The MoU aims to facilitate effective learning
and development for Ufone and PTCL employ-
ees that will enable their fast-paced professional
growth and development. It will also reinforce
the partnership between PTCL Group and Hua-
wei to help them pursue mutual organizational
growth and success.

Speaking on the occasion, Hatem Bama-
traf, President and GCEQO, PTCL & Ufone said:
“PTCL and Ufone are always committed to em-
bracing innovative and emerging technologies
and programs. Our strategic collaboration with
Huawei is yet another step for the professional
growth and development of our people. I am
confident that the initiative will enable our em-
ployees to bring greater innovation, efficiency,
and productivity to the organization. Employee
development is a core strategic priority for PTCL
Group as we consider our employees our greatest
asset and will continue to invest in their develop-
ment in the future.”

On the occasion, Mark Meng, CEO, Huawei
Technologies Pakistan, said, “We are proud to
partner with PTCL and Ufone for this strategic
and digital learning and development journey
of its employees. We believe that such initiatives
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that create hi-tech learning opportunities will
surely bring positive contribution and effective-
ness to the way people work and interact with
each other and with customers. As part of its
mission, Huawei is aiming to contribute to digital
empowerment by building a fully connected and
intelligent world.”

PTCL Group is fully committed to the vision
of a Digital Pakistan and endeavours to nurture
and strengthen the learning and development
skills of its workforce.

On the other hand, PTCL has received tier-III
certification of design for its Commercial Data
Center (CDC) in Lahore from Uptime Institute
(UI). The certification validates the PTCL'’s strin-
gent compliance with international standards in
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modern data center design and management for
the delivery of high-quality hosting facilities to
its customers.

The certification followed a rigorous assess-
ment based on the design of mechanical and
electrical components, testifying PTCL’s highest
standards in performance and readiness for seam-
less delivery of digital facilities to commercial
clientele. PTCL designed the data center to also
allow maintenance of its digital infrastructure
without impacting its services. PTCL’s CDC is
a carrier-neutral facility that provides enhanced
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ease and flexibility to subscribers to use digi-
tal connectivity from multiple carriers of their
choosing.

Commenting on the achievement, Saad Mu-
zaffar Waraich, Group Chief Information Of-
ficer, PTCL & Ufone said: “We are glad to re-
ceive the tier-3 certification for our data center.
It comes as a validation of our commitment to
excellence in digital services delivery to our cus-

Syed Mazhar Hussain, Group
Chief Human Resource Officer,
PTCL & Ufone, and Ahmed
Bilal Masud, Deputy CIO,
Huawei Technologies Pakistan,
signed the MoU during a
ceremony held in Islamabad

recently

tomers. The endorsement from a reliable certifi-
cation institute will not only reinforce our resolve
to further enhance and modernize our digital
facilities but also highlight PTCL’s data hosting
services as the most dependable and high-quality
data solution for all enterprises in the country.”

PTCL, being the national carrier of Pakistan,
ushers in high-quality digital services to help
individuals as well as businesses to reach their
full potential for growth and sustainability. The
company is providing basic backhaul services
to a multitude of corporate clients including the
country’s telecom sector and taking groundbreak-
ing measures to introduce top-notch data hosting
facilities in the country. m
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TECNO excels in smartphones
with new olferings in Pakistan

INTERVIEW

CEO, TECNO Mobile BREUEEIFAY
TECNO is a globally eminent smartphone brand with a sales record worth billions. Starting in
2016, TECNO has come a long way in a short while. TECNO recently introduced its new brand
slogan of #StopAtNothing. It is to pay tribute to those who continue to push forward against all
odds, the people who admirably stayed resilient in the face of adversity.

In this regard, we talk to Kelvin Zeng — CEO of TECNO Mobile Pakistan. Zeng has a rich
understanding and insight into the consumer needs of emerging markets. With more than nine
years of experience in the mobile industry of Africa and Latin America, Zeng has guided TECNO
to become the No.l brand in many countries

Here is the conversion of Kelvin Zeng — CEO of
TECNO Mobile Pakistan with Flare:

Flare: How do you portray your brand’s value
and spirit “Stop at Nothing”?

Kelvin Zeng: With our global philosophy and
our slogan #StopAtNothing, we truly mean to not
stop anywhere soon. This new slogan represents
TECNO'’s recognition of human progress and peo-
ple’s pursuit of purpose, potential, and excellence.
With this, our goal is to become the most admired
tech brand in Pakistan as well as globally and contin-
ue making breakthroughs in product and experience
innovations for our valuable customers. The pursuit
of excellence is in our DNA, it’s never stopping and
always pushing the limits. Our motivation for excel-
lence does not stem from one person or one event,
it’s from our users. It is this very spirit and attitude of
consumers all over the world that drives us every day.
It motivates us to spare no effort in bringing a more
innovative smart device with the trendiest technolo-
gies that’s elegantly and stylishly designed to global
emerging market consumers.

Flare: How would you define TECNO’s phi-
losophy for its smartphones? The shift from mid to
high-end phones?

Kelvin Zeng: Based on our brand slogan ‘Stop at
Nothing’, TECNO aspires to bring premium quality,
chic designs, and an outstanding user experience to
its customers. This is what we are striving for, going
far beyond to provide a good communication device
to our consumers. We are on the way to pursuing the
ultimate in perfection which fully adapts to our con-
sumer’s needs. Keeping this value and spirit in mind,
TECNO has brought forward its PHANTOM series.
The PHANTOM X features an elegant design of a
3D Borderless Screen, embedded with a unique arc
design at the right angle of 36.5° to accommodate
a comfortable grip to the hand. The combination of
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the 50MP Ultra-Night camera, 48MP Ultra-Clear
Selfie camera, 256G+8G large memory, multi-func-
tions for business such as Al assistant live to tran-
scribe PHANTOM X to empower and support ev-
ery experience of your life and work. Established on
our research, we’ve noticed that Pakistan consum-
ers really enjoy video shooting so we are especially
concerned about video stability, that’s why we have
launched our most advanced stabilized Gimbal cam-
era technology in Camon 18, with huge investment
in manpower and resources during the research and

Based on our brand slogan
‘Stop at Nothing’, TECNO
aspires to bring premium
quality, chic designs, and

outstanding user experience to
its customers

development period of this module that finally brings
the anti-shaking or technically speaking, the Gimbal
technology alive.

Flare: CAMON 18 series is all set to launch,
what should customers expect from the new device?

Kelvin Zeng: As you know, the CAMON series
is all about the camera. This series was designed to
bring high performance and professional photogra-
phy with an elegant design. TECNO is soon launch-
ing the CAMON 18 which will be a breakthrough
for the professional mobile photography experience.

TECNO introduced TAIVOS Lab (short for
TECNO AI Vision Optimization Solution Lab), fo-
cusing on innovative and cutting-edge technological
breakthroughs for mobile imaging technology, along
with 2 in-house R&D centers, and over 1,600 R&D
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staff members globally. This technology has been the
core feature for all CAMON phones. CAMON 18
will bring the best of the CAMON series so far, such
as TAIVOS Technology, Super Night Mode, and Sel-
fie Mode with an all-new Ultra-Steady Gimbal Cam-
era, a 60X Hybrid Zoom, and even more, enhanced
Al features for achieving professional videography.
The top advantages that differentiate TECNO from
the competitors are catering to the demands of the
local consumer by customizing professional cameras
and bringing stylish designs for a better user experi-
ence.

Flare: What is TECNO strategy for the future?
How do you plan to grow up together with Paki-
stani users?

Kelvin Zeng: As we aim at one of the best and
most admired tech brands in Pakistan, we are com-
mitted to unlocking the best contemporary technol-
ogies for progressive individuals in the country. The
leading emerging markets leap into a dynamic and
vibrant new world of mobile connectivity to bring a
better experience for the users. Based on our deep un-
derstanding of Pakistan consumers, we will put great
focus on camera and design leadership as one of our
crucial product development strategies. On cam-
era leadership, we will launch top industry-leading
camera tech such as TATVOS technology, telescopic
lens, and Sensor-Shift, bringing the coolest and cut-
ting-edge mobile camera experience. On design lead-
ership, we will incorporate new premium designs
with international design language but local Pakistan
aesthetics to provide our customers stylishly designed
mobile products. We hope that the customers and
fans who have been supporting TECNO in Pakistan
will grow with us to reach new heights in the future.
We will spare no efforts to inspire more consumers
by unlocking the best of contemporary smartphone
technologies with elegance and innovation. m
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Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's Group is cutting his birthday cake along with Rashid Bukhari PTI President Huston and his staff,
Rizwan Butt, RazaKhwaja, Mansoor Bhatti, M Sajid, SadiaNaseem, M Ajmal, Asjad& Majid at the Faletti's.

i b |

Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's Group & Khizar Hayat inaugurated Falettis's Grand Murree

b

GROUP OF COl

Irshad B Anjum, Executive Director, Faletti's Group photographed Irshad B Anjum welcomed US Consul General Irshad B Anjum, Executive Director, Faletti's Group warmly

with Ahmad Shafig CEO COTHM, Minister Punjab Bait-ulMaal, to Lahore William K. Makaneole, on his visit to welcomed Chairman NADRA Tarig Malik, DG RHO Lahore
Yawar Abbas Bokhari at Faletti's Hotel. Faletti's Hotel. Syed Saglain Abbas Bokhari, on their visit to Faletti's Hotel Lahore.
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Hotel One conducts breast
cancer awareness session in
collaboration with Pharmasol

Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer and the leading cause of cancer deaths in women globally. Pakistan
has the highest incidence rate of breast cancer among Asian countries.

Hotel One continues its efforts to increase awareness about early detection and treatment of breast cancer among women,
as early detection increases chances of survival by more than 90%. A thorough awareness session was conducted in collabo-
ration with Pharmasol Private Ltd., conducted Hotel One, in which honored guest, Mr. Asrar Qureshi (GM Pharmasol)
delivered an informative session on Breast Cancer Awareness.

AWARENESS WEEK
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Muslim Club Chamaecomes
Ufone 4G Balochistan Football
champion
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winner'’s Prize
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Ufone 4G Balochistan Football Cup 2021 was the 4th Edition of the tournament, organized by

fones

Pakistani company Ufone 4G, to provide local footballers much needed sporting opportunities
to showcase their skills and harness the opportunity to pursue career prospects in football at

the national and internal level

formidable footballing side, Muslim
Club Chaman registered an emphatic
win over Baloch Club Quetta in the final
match of Ufone 4G Balochistan Football
Cup 2021 and lifted the champions trophy. The sen-
sational match was watched by thousands of football
enthusiasts at Quetta’s iconic Ayub Stadium, besides
thousands more who caught the action live through
PTV Sports. Muslim Club Chaman (MCC) dominat-
ed the game right from the start by benefiting from
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Baloch Club Quetta’s defensive demeanuor. In just 7
minutes into the match, Muhammad Hanifof Mus-
lim Club Chaman scored a beautiful goal by overrid-
ing Baloch Club’s defenses. Muslim Club Chaman’s
team captain Asmatullah received the winner’s tro-
phy and cash prize from Regional General Manager
South, UfoneKhurramHussain Shah.

The early goal came as a confidence shaker and
exerted massive pressure on Baloch Club whilst
putting Muslim Club Chaman in a comfortable
commanding position. Baloch Club despite repeat-
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ed attempts couldn’t switch to the attacking mode,
giving Muslim Club the chance to keep possession
of the ball most of the time. In the 67th minute of

the match, Muhammad Hanif capitalized on a le-
thal mistake by one of the opponent defenders and
successfully sent the ball wheezing past the goalkeep-

Muslim Club Chaman
registered an emphatic win over
Baloch Club Quetta in the final
match of Ufone 4G Balochistan
Football Cup 2021 and lifted the
champions trophy

er to seal the fate of Baloch Club Quetta. Baloch
Club Quetta shifted gears towards the last minutes
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of the game by making a last-ditch effort to stage a
comeback but it fell short to lose the match 2-0. A
simple but high-spirited prize distribution ceremony
followed in which the winner, runners-up, semifinal-
ists, and quarterfinalists were awarded medals and
cash prizes. The supporters of Muslim Club Cha-
man went frenzy as soon as their team captain lifted
the shiny champions trophy to thunderous applause,
whistling, and joyful sloganeering. The final match

also featured musical performances and celebratory
fireworks to entertain the charged crowd present in
the stadium to support their teams. The audience en-
joyed and grooved on the musical performances of
Izhar Ali and ‘East,’ the band, during the halftime.

Ufone 4G Balochistan Football Cup 2021 was
the 4th edition of the tournament, organized by
Pakistani company Ufone 4G to provide local foot-
ballers much-needed sporting opportunities to show-
case their skills and harness the opportunity to pur-
sue career prospects in football at the national and
internal level. m
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he good news for TikTokers users is that
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) has lifted the ban on TikTok on
getting assurance from the video-sharing
platform “to control immoral and indecent con-
tent.” As a nation, we will use this app for enter-
tainment and not for vulgarity and spoil the image
of Islam as well as Pakistan. Some people think
that this is a total disaster of morality and culture.
People who are trying to support it must under-
stand that there are many more healthy and moral
ways to earn a livelihood. The users must use this
app for positive purposes not to project negativity.

According to details, Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) restored TikTok services
after a four-month hiatus after the video-sharing
platform gave assurance “to control immoral and
indecent content.” The ban, which was placed on
the short video sharing platform by the telecom
regulator on July 20, was lifted after an ‘assurance’
regarding effective ‘moderation of content’ by the
TikTok management, the PTA said on Twitter.

“Subsequent to the imposition of ban on 20
July 2021, PTA remained in communications with
the TikTok management,” it said, adding, “as a
result of continuous engagement, senior manage-
ment of the platform assured PTA of its commit-
ment to take necessary measures to control unlaw-
ful content.”

As a result of continuous engagement, senior
management of the platform assured PTA of its
commitment to take necessary measures to con-
trol unlawful content in accordance with local
laws and societal norms.

According to the Telecom regulator, the social
media platform also assured that the users who
are continuously involved in uploading unlawful
content will be blocked from using the platform.
“Keeping in view the assurances, the authority has
decided to lift the ban on the TiKToK forthwith,”
it added.

PTA will continue to monitor the platform in
order to ensure that unlawful content contrary to
Pakistan’s law and societal values is not dissemi-
nated.

However, the regulator said, it would contin-
ue to monitor the platform in order to ensure that
unlawful content contrary to Pakistan’s law and
societal values are not disseminated.

First ban: October 9, 2020

The video-sharing app was first blocked in Pa-
kistan on October 9, 2020, over its “obscene and
immoral” content. The PTA said it had issued a fi-
nal notice to the app and gave considerable time to
respond and develop and an effective mechanism
for ‘proactive moderation of unlawful online con-
tent.” The TikTok has failed to fully comply with
the PTA’s instructions, a press release sent by the
authority read.

The ban was, however, reversed after 10 days.
The PTA spokesperson said the TikTok manage-
ment has assured the authority that it will block
all accounts repeatedly involved in spreading ob-
scenity and immorality and moderate content in
accordance with local laws. The authority has not

Free download: flare.pk

INSIGHT | FLARE REPORT [ ]

PTA restores TikTok

as platform assures to
block obnoxious content
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As a result of continuous engagement, senior management of

the platform assured PTA of its commitment to take necessary

measures to control unlawful content in accordance with local

laws and societal norms

on the high court’s orders on March 11. “In re-
spectful compliance to the orders of the Peshawar
High Court, PTA has issued directions to service
providers to immediately block access to the Tik-
Tok App,” the PTA said in a Twitter post.

The order to block the app was issued by the
PHC over the transmission of “immoral content”
through the platform. In his short order, PHC
Chief Justice Qaiser Rashid Khan has directed the

authorities that the ban

announced whether the

app will be unblocked im- The ban, which was placed on
the short video sharing
platform by the telecom

mediately.

The authority had said
at the time of the ban that
the decision was made af-

should not be withdrawn
until objectionable content
is removed.

A man filed a petition
in the high court on Sep-

ter it received complaints Tegulator on July 20, was lifted tember 8, 2020. He said

‘against immoral/indecent
content’ on the app. “In
view of the presence of
vulgar, indecent/immoral
content on the platform
and its negative effects on
the society, the PTA has

after an ‘assurance’ regarding
effective ‘moderation of
content’ by the TikTok
management

that he approached the
court after the PTA and
other institutions failed to
take notice of the “immor-
al and objectionable” con-
tent on the app. The ban
was reversed after three

been continuously asserting the TikTok to prevent
its platform from disseminating the unlawful con-
tent,” it said, adding that the app didn’t take con-
crete steps for blocking and removal of unlawful
content.

Second ban: March 11, 2021

The PTA blocked TikTok for the second time
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weeks.
Third ban: June 28, 2021
The app was blocked for the third time on or-
ders passed by the Sindh High Court on June 28
over “immoral” and “objectionable” content on
this app. The ban was reversed after four days fol-
lowing assurance given by the PTA to the court
the content will be monitored.
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TikTok had removed over six million videos
in Pakistan that carried nude and sexual content,
from January till March this year, the Authority
announced.

The exact number of videos removed from
January till March was 6,495,992. Pakistan is the
second on the list behind the US where 8,540,088
videos were removed.

TikTok had about 33 million users in Pakistan
according to mobile insight firm App Annie. There
are about 100 million internet users in the South
Asian nation. TikTok recently announced it has
one billion active users worldwide. It continues to
reiterate that Pakistan is an important market.

Over the past year or so, TikTok has had ex-
tremely rapid growth, particularly among teens
and children. The Chinese-owned video-sharing
social media platform now has more active daily
users than Snapchat, a popular and established
media messaging mobile app.

TikTok is owned by ByteDance, who, in 2017,
purchased the music lip-sync platform Musical.ly
for $1 billion. TikTok is similar to Musical.ly, and
presumably uses some code and intellectual prop-
erty obtained from the Musical.ly acquisition.

Recently, TikTok announced a new set of
Community Guidelines that aim to strengthen its
existing policies in areas like harassment, danger-
ous acts, self-harm, and violence, alongside the in-
troduction of four new features similarly focused
on the community’s well-being. m
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Musk-owned Starlin
| plans to launch
satellite broadband
internet Pakistan

Starlink, the satellite internet division of billionaire Elon Musk's rocket company SpaceX has sent his
team to Pakistan to meet the high officials in Islamabad to discuss the possible launching of the satellite
broadband across the country. In this regard, a delegation of US-based global satellite broadband
provider, Starlink, consisting of Director Middle East and Asia, Ryan Goodnight, and Head of Global
Site Acquisition, Ben Macwilliam called on the Minister of IT and Telecom, Syed AminulHaque which
discussed the policy and operation model besides other allied matters.

The Minister for IT said, with this opportunity 40,000 schools, SME’s and enterprises would scale up the
broadband connectivity for an attractive business model apart from providing service to unserved and
underserved areas. Member Telecom briefed about the balanced space satellite regime that would
facilitate the LEO satellite services.

Minister IT and Telecom pointed out that the teledensity of broadband in Pakistan is a win-win situation
meeting the motto of his Ministry, “ Broadband for All “ and the PM vision Digital Pakistan.

Starlink says that Starlink Pakistan is already registered and it will shortly open its office in Pakistan that
will be its first operation in South Asia. SpaceX also showed interest in the ‘Space of Things, and the
‘Internet of Things’ set-up in Pakistan.

Starlink had also applied in India for a commercial licence to provide broadband and other services. ~
"We hope to have applied for a commercial license on or before 31st January 2022 (unless we hit//

Business Mews Magazina

some major roadblock)," Sanjay Bhargava, Starlink Country Director, India at SpaceX said. . 7
Starlink is a company growing in launching small satellites as part of a Vi % %
low-Earth orbit network to provide low-latency broadband internet services PANE NV

) i . / ~% \._.‘J ‘; I\".:-;'\
around the world, with a particular focus on remote areas that terrestrial ¢ R 7 &

internet infrastructure struggles to reach.
It is noted that SpaceX deployed 48 more satellites for its Starlink

for BlackSky in a mission that breaks the record for
Falcon 9 launches 1n a calendar year.

STARLINK
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US-based global satellite broadband
provider, Starlink, has shown interest
in connecting Pakistan to its broad-
band services.

Starlink delegation that also included its head
of global site acquisition Ben Macwilliam met
Federal Minister of Information Technology and
Telecom Syed Aminul-Haque and IT Secretary
Dr. Sohail Rajput in this regard.

They discussed the facilitation available to the
private sector for investment in Pakistan. The two
sides also acknowledged that Pakistan needed
strong satellite-based broadband in areas that were
inaccessible to fiber-optics.

I

The meeting discussed the plan to launch Star-
link’s satellite broadband internet across Pakistan
in detail. Starlink Pakistan, which has already
been registered in the country, is expected to open
its office in Pakistan soon. It will be the compa-
ny’s first operation in South Asia. Starlink is a
satellite internet constellation operated by SpaceX
providing satellite internet access to most parts of
the world.

At the meeting, the I'T Minister said, with this
opportunity, 40,000 schools, small and medium
enterprises would scale up their digital presence in
the country as the broadband demand in Pakistan
was on the rise. He said broadband connectivity
was an attractive business model, while enhanced
penetration in unserved and underserved areas
was further increasing the number of internet
users. The delegation was briefed about the ‘Bal-
anced Space Satellite Regime’ of Pakistan, which
will facilitate the satellite services.

Mr. Haq explained to the delegation the IT
Ministry’s vision of ‘Broadband for All.” He said
it was aligned with the ‘Digital Pakistan’ vision of
Prime Minister Imran Khan. He said it was aimed
at widespread usage of the internet in the public
sector, particularly the education sector.

Earlier, the team also met Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) Chairman Major
General (R) Amir AzeemBajwa who assured
them of PTA’s support in line with the regulatory
framework for Starlink’s operations in Pakistan.

The PTA Chairman Amir AzeemBajwa as-
sured support to the officials of satellite internet
access provider, Starlink, “in line with the regu-
latory framework” for the organization’s future
plans in the country.

According to a statement issued by the PTA,
Chairman Mr. Bajwa and the Executive Director
of the Frequency Allocation Board met Starlink
Middle East and Asia Director Ryan Goodnight
and Head of Global Site Acquisition Ben Macwil-
liam at the regulator’s headquarters in Islamabad.
It said that the two sides exchanged views on the
provision of satellite broadband connectivity in
Pakistan, and Starlink’s future plans to connect
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Pakistan to its global network.

“PTA chairman apprised Starlink’s represen-
tatives about Prime Minister Imran Khan’s vision
of Digital Pakistan and the prospects in Pakistan’s
evolving market for quality broadband internet,”
it said, adding that the organization was assured
of the PTA’s support “in line with the regulatory
framework” for Starlink’s operations in Pakistan.

Starlink, operated by SpaceX, provides satel-
lite internet access through over 1,600 satellites
in low Earth orbit. While it is technically feasi-
ble to offer the service globally, actual service can
be delivered only in countries that have licensed
SpaceX to provide service within their specific na-

tional jurisdiction. As of November 2021, the beta
service offering is available to 21 countries, with
plans for further expansion.

In addition to plans to expand to Pakistan,
Starlink also aims to offer its services—over the
next year—to India, Japan, the Philippines, and
Nigeria. This is in line with SpaceX’s stated ob-
jective of offering internet services to underserved
areas of the planet, as well as competitively priced
services in urbanized areas.

After their meeting with the PTA chairman,
Starlink’s Goodnight and Macwilliam met Infor-
mation Technology Minister Syed AminulHaque
and IT Secretary Sohail Rajput. According to a
statement, they discussed the facilitation available
to the private sector for investment in Pakistan and
also acknowledged that Pakistan needed strong
satellite-based broadband in areas that could not
be reached by fiber-optic cables.

Starlink is currently operating
in about a dozen countries,
while further are being added.
Starlink Pakistan has already
been registered in the country
and is expected to open its

office in Pakistan soon

Starlink Pakistan has already been registered
in the country and is expected to open its office in
Pakistan soon.

The statement said that the IT minister had
noted that demand for broadband internet was
on the rise in Pakistan due to over 40,000 schools,
and small and medium enterprises scaling up their
digital presence. It said that the Starlink delega-
tion was briefed on the Balanced Space Satellite
Regime of Pakistan, which will facilitate the sat-
ellite services.
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Elon Musk said his company plans to invest
up to 30 billion dollars to develop his ambitious
Starlink satellite internet service.

Starlink plans to deploy thousands of low-orbit
satellites to provide high-speed internet to isolated
and poorly connected areas.

It has so far deployed over 1,500 satellites
and has planned to provide coverage everywhere
in the world except the North and South Poles,
Musk told the Mobile World Congress, a telecoms
industry conference underway in Barcelona, by
video.

The Tesla chief said he expects to invest “at
least five billion dollars, and maybe as much as ten

i o I

billion” in Starlink before the service has a posi-
tive cash flow. “Then over time it is going to be a
multiple of that, and that would be 20 or 30 billion
dollars. It is a lot basically,” he added.

His SpaceX firm, which operates Starlink, has
requested authorization from the US regulator the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to
deploy up to 42,000 satellites to provide the satel-
lite internet service.

Starlink faces competition from a number of
rivals including OneWeb, a broadband satellite
communications company acquired by a consor-
tium of investors comprising the UK government
and Sunil Mittal-led Bharti Global, and Amazon
subsidiary, Kuiper.

A couple of months ago, Jazz CEO Aamir
Ibrahim mentioned the opportunity to grow in
Elon Musk’s satellite network Starlink by way of
providing low-cost internet to remote locations
and entering the competitive landscape in Paki-
stan.

Speaking at the ‘Internet for All’ webinar
hosted by the Pakistan Institute of Development
Economics, in which industry leaders discussed
the challenges and solutions for the seamless pro-
vision of digital connectivity in Pakistan, Aamir
said: “Projects like Starlink are game-changers
and I admire people like Elon Musk who think
differently and are not afraid to challenge every
aspect of our knowledge. Maybe Starlink coming
to Pakistan will cause some disruptions, but it will
also give us the opportunity to watch, learn and
grow with the competition.”

Further, talking about the 5G evolution in Pa-
kistan he said: “We need to press pause on the 5G
dream while half of Pakistan’s population is still
offline, and we are still struggling with the tech-
nology we currently have. Instead of comparing
our technological landscape with our neighbors,
we need to prioritize policies that are relevant to
our country. We can leapfrog towards 5G if we
are deliberate in our intent to sunset older tech-
nologies like 2G. However, we can’t dream about
next-generation technologies when almost half of
the cellular subscribers use 2G-only phones.” =
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Daraz did not miss a single chance of advertising their 1111 sale

online as well as offline. Everyone who is even least active on any

social media platform knew about the ‘Biggest sale in Pakistan’

but was it really the ever biggest sale, remains a question?

he majority of people in Pakistan is not

so much educated and it prefers physi-

cal shopping especially home applianc-

es, handsets, clothes, crockery, jewelry,
and many others. They believe most of the online
products are fake and substandard because they
considered the outlets in the markets that invested
billions of rupees on the business cannot afford
to offer up to 80 percent discount which claimed
Daraz.pk.

Daraz did not miss a single chance of adver-
tising their 11.11 sale online as well as offline.
Everyone who is least active on any social media
platform knew about the ‘Biggest sale in Pakistan’
but was it really the ever biggest sale remains a
question?

DarazGyaraGyara sale is the brainchild of
Alibaba Group. Daraz was acquired by the same
group in May 2018 and since then Daraz had in-
troduced Daraz Mall, Global Shipping, Daraz
wallet, etc. Basically, it has improved itself much
since the acquisition with many options available
in the app that were not available before.

But despite all improvisations, why does Da-
raz keep disappointing its customers with the
scams like sales? DarazGyaraGyara sale has been
under fire previously as well because of the de-
ceiving pricing methods. Twitteratis were quick to
post about the sale and how it was an entire scam.

Public opinion on Daraz 11.11 sale reveals it
as known for increasing the prices of the products
on their website and then discounting prices of
the same to make it look like the customer is sav-
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ing a lot of money on them when in reality, he/
she is spending more than the market price.

And this person, like many others, believes
that buying directly from stores is a better option
than going through Daraz because “nothing is re-
ally discounted.”

In August 2020 the cases of customers becom-
ing victims of fraud done by sellers on Daraz.pk,
have increased amid a missing regulatory system
pertaining to e-commerce in Pakistan.

In one incident Dr. Adnan Nabeel, a customer
of Daraz.pk, looking to take advantage of ‘Azadi
Sale’ on the e-commerce portal ordered an inter-
nal hard drive for his laptop on August 4. How-
ever, in place of the hard drive, only a hard drive
case was delivered to him. The cost of the hard
drive on Daraz.pk was mentioned at Rs8,426. Na-
beel’s order was to be delivered to his house on a
Cash on Delivery (CoD) basis. “On August 7, I
was at my office when I received a message from
a courier service intimating that my order will be
delivered shortly at my house,” he said.

When Nabeel reached home, his order (order
number 118918732114613) had already been re-
ceived. However, he later found out that the sell-
er had dispatched a hard drive case instead of a
hard disk. The value of the hard drive case Nabeel
claims would be about Rs500 as opposed to the
Rs8,426 listed on Daraz.pk’s website for the hard
disk.

Nabeel claims that he visited the Daraz.pk ser-
vice/complaint center located in DHA Lahore to
lodge a complaint regarding the incident. Howev-
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er, the Daraz.pk representatives refused to lodge
the complaint claiming that the order was not
from Daraz.pk.

According to Nabeel, the order had been
placed from Daraz.pk’s mobile application and
was wrapped in Daraz.pk’s packaging which
lends credence to his stance that the order was in
fact, the responsibility of the company.

However, after repeated arguments and insis-
tence from Nabeel, the representatives at the Da-
raz.pk outlet agreed to lodge his complaint and
asked him to wait for the company’s reply regard-
ing a refund on his money paid for the order.

Nabeel further complained that Daraz.pk does
not list on its website complete information of its
sellers or the mobile application, nor does it have
a clear policy to deal with the cases fraud.

According to Nabeel, he could only find the
name and an incomplete address of the seller on
Daraz.pk’s website. The name of the seller was
stated as Waqas while his address only mentioned
the word ‘Pak-Collection.’

A similar complaint was also lodged by anoth-
er customer against the said seller. The customer
whose order number was 119037542690545 had
also ordered a hard drive for his laptop from the
Daraz.pk’s application.

“I realized from the weight of the delivered
package that it did not have a hard disk so I took
it to the Daraz’s customer service center in DHA
Lahore. When the package was opened in front of
their representative, only a hard drive case came
out of it. The name of the seller who had to fulfill
my order was also Waqas and his address was also
stated as ‘Pak-Collection’,” he said.

Another individual, Muhammad Qasim, who
visited the Daraz.pk’s customer care center com-
plained that he had come to return an order which
he had never placed. “Now I am being made to
wait,” he said while complaining regarding the
customer unfriendly attitude of Daraz.pk’s repre-
sentatives at the center.

It is how Daraz made possible the record sales
worth 66 crores in the first hour of 11.11, making
it the biggest sale of the year in Pakistan. How-
ever, the question remains what are the parame-
ters to check that sales which surged to 43 percent
through Pakistan’s digital population which visit-
ed the platform over the last 30 days resulting in
its userbase, and orders growing up to 3.4X and
4.7X respectively compared to the previous 11.11
— making Pakistan Daraz’s most successful mar-
ket in South Asia during the campaign.

Public opinion on Daraz 11.11
sale reveals Daraz as known
for increasing the prices of the
products on their website and
then discounting the same
prices to make it look like the
customer is saving a lot of
money on those items when in
reality, he/she is spending more
than the market price

EhsanSaya, Managing Director, Daraz Paki-
stan, said: “During inflation at its highest ever
peak in Pakistan, Daraz single-handedly reduced
the uptake in prices by providing discounts and
offering on an assortment of millions during the
11.11 sale. We hope to keep providing ease to our
customers in the future and live up to our purpose
of uplifting communities through the power of
commerce.”

As per sources, 32,000 sellers from 100+ cities
excluding Karachi, Lahore, and Islamabad, par-
ticipated in the campaign and resulted in Daraz
exceeding its daily order target by 3.6X, and from
all the orders placed on 11th November, 1/3rds
are already on their way to happy customers.
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Why your next

smartphone should be
vivo X70 Pro— Hear

from Fahad Hanif

Fahad Hanif said I travelled across Islamabad, Rawalpindi and
a few other northern areas to test out the camera capabilities
and I must say I was not disappointed. With vivo X70 Pro
advanced technology and the in-build Gimbal technology,

- you can capture professional-level photographs through your

smartphone and can say goodbye to your DSLR/professional
camera, as well as the hassle of carrying the camera everywhere
since you get amazing pictures with a single click

ivo being an industry leader and renowned
echnology brand, believes in showcasing

s } with actions why they truly say X70 Pro is
a game-changer, so they recently partnered

with the ace photographer Fahad Hanif, one of the

most renowned photographers in Pakistan to share
his experience with the smartphone.

,4- 3 ‘_ . ;._,- ;

ivo X7 04P!
_ k

The X70 Pro has been creating a buzz in town
and I can confirm that it is for all the right reasons.
The X70 Pro comes with exceptional camera ca-
pabilities and is a dream for professional photog-
raphers, as it includes some amazing features to
enhance and elevate the mobile photography ex-
perience. With its partnership with ZEISS, a global
leader in optics and optoelectronics, it is definitely a
cherry on the cake.

You know what they say: to put a camera to test,
you have to try out different scenarios and situations
since in an ideal setting all smartphones perform
well. So, I travelled across Islamabad, Rawalpindi
and a few other northern areas to test out the cam-
era capabilities and I must say I was not disappoint-
ed. With vivo X70 Pro advanced technology and the
in-build Gimbal technology, you can capture profes-
sional-level photographs through your smartphone
and can say goodbye to your DSLR/professional
camera, as well as the hassle of carrying the camera
everywhere since you get amazing pictures with a
single click.
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To be honest, I like to test out a device for at least
a period of 2 weeks before I can recommend it and
I have been using vivo X70 pro for the last 14 days
and the experience with the smartphone has been
nothing short of incredible. The low light camera is
the most intriguing feature, as it can be difficult to
take a picture when there is insufficient lighting, but
this feature makes pictures clear and structured even
in very dim lighting.

Hands down my top features are the clearance
of the camera, Portrait Mode, Cinematic mode and
stability of the camera since it tackles shaking from
all angles and provides sharpness and clarity in each
picture while making videos. The cinematic mode
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vivo X70 Pro - ZEISS

gives a visual immersive experience and feels like
you are watching a movie with stunning visuals. As

To be honest, I like to test out a
device for at least a period of 2
weeks before I can recommend
itand I have been using vivo
X70 pro for the last 14 days and
the experience with the
smartphone has been nothing
short of incredible

a professional, my tip would be to use the Portrait
camera if you want to conduct product photogra-
phy or want to do closer shots of your subject, since
it gives the best results.

Overall, I would definitely recommend people
to buy vivo X70 Pro for the following reasons:

1. X70 Pro camera capabilities as it comes
with quad-camera setup — 50MP main camera
with Gimbal Stabilization 3.0, 12MP 2X Portrait
Camera, a 12MP Wide-Angle camera, and an 8MP
Periscope Camera— ensuring all pictures turn out
fabulous.

2. The design of the smartphone is phenom-
enal with the all-new Fluorite AG design giving the
smartphone a premium and a luxe feel, making the
flagship smartphone stand out from the competitors.
It’s a must have for all photography enthusiasts! =
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In the midst of striking opportunities, we still face basic
challenges like raising the status and security of women in
society, their inclusion and recognition of leadership abilities in
paid economic activities and giving them access/opportunities
to learn new technological skills to keep up with the world

he landscape of business and work is
transforming globally. To benefit from

the ongoing technological surge and in-

novative disruptions, developing coun-

tries (like Pakistan) find themselves swinging
between challenges and opportunities. How the
country’s future regarding development and busi-
ness is going to look, entirely depends on how we
respond to these new ideas and inculcate them
systematically. In terms of realizing the eminent
significance of women in entrepreneurial culture,
Pakistan is moving forward but at a slow pace. In
the midst of striking opportunities, we still face ba-
sic challenges like; raising the status and security
of women in society, their inclusion and recogni-
tion of leadership abilities in paid economic activi-
ties, and giving them access/opportunities to learn
new technological skills to keep up with the world.
To overcome these challenges and support the
government/stakeholders, Karandaaz is playing
an instrumental role since the inception of their
“Women Ventures”. Through conducting exten-
sive market scoping exercises involving female
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entrepreneurs, Karandaaz found anomalies, un-
favourable business and regulatory environments,
societal and cultural barriers, lack of networks

Y WOMEN

and knowledge, and links to high-value markets.
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All these factors are squeezing access to finance
for women-led and managed businesses. While
this is a problem for SMEs in general, it was dis-
proportionately impacting women in Pakistan.
Recognizing that financial institutions were reluc-
tant to develop a sustainable strategy to address
this significant market gap, Karandaaz launched
its own programmes to help serve women-owned
businesses.

Women Ventures is looking forward to insti-
tutional partnerships to strengthen the ecosys-
tem that fosters women-led SMEs in Pakistan.
Through collaborating with other entrepreneurial
ecosystem stakeholders, WV team seeks to create
networks and build a responsive community that
can address the above-mentioned anomalies for
the inclusive growth of Pakistan.

A tribute to the resilient
businesswomen making a
difference in the society
and the economy.

WOMEN’S
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
DAY 2021

One startling success story is of a mother
(RoidaAmjad) who runs a New Age Flour and
General Mills in Peshawar with her daughters.
The women run the mill in a male-dominated in-
dustry operating in one of the more culturally con-
servative parts of Pakistan. Today New Age Flour
Mill is known in the market for the quality of its
product and strong business ethics. Karandaaz in-
vestment has assisted the team in upgrading their
outdated machinery, allowing them to increase
production capacity and meet their rising market
demand.

Karandaaz, regularly hold
conferences, seminars/
webinars and generate online
resources to make the public
aware of these pertinent issues

Optimistic factors about WV initiatives are the
range and depths of their interventions. Karan-
daaz, regularly holds conferences, seminars/webi-
nars, and generates online resources to make the
public aware of these pertinent issues. On a day
dedicated to thinking about our women and how
to strengthen their position in evolving world of
work, we all must commit to understanding and
benefitting from the opportunities at hand. m
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he Norwegian telecom operator, Telenor

Group, is exploring “merger opportu-

nities” in Pakistan, this has been stated

by Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
the Group, SigveBrekke during Telenor and Thai
conglomerate Charoen Pokphand Group (CPG)
which have agreed to merge their telecom units
in Thailand in an $8.6 billion deal with an aim to
maintain the number of subscribers just over half
of the mobile users in the Southeast Asian coun-
try.

Brekke said that the Telenor Group, which
works telecom organizations in nine business sec-
tors across Europe and Asia, is searching for con-
solidation openings in Asia, particularly for Paki-
stan and on a provincial premise.

It seemed that Telenor Pakistan has not the suf-
ficient funds to pay for the renewal of licence and
implement the USF contract awarded by the Uni-
versal Service Fund (USF). A couple of months
ago, Telenor Pakistan was awarded a Rs 1.36
billion contract by the Universal Service Fund
(USF) to provide mobile broadband 4G services
in Chaghi and Nushki districts of Balochistan
province. The contract was signed by USF CEO
HaarisMahmoodChaudhary and Telenor Pakistan
CEO IrfanWahab Khan. Telenor Pakistan is con-
tinuing its business in the country without getting
the licence renewed against the payment to the
government and the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA). Now the government is mount-
ing pressure on Telenor to pay for the renewal of
licence or face closure. In view of this situation,
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Telenor Group,
SigveBrekke is mulling merger with another tele-
com operator to save the skin.

Jazz is little interested in acquiring Telenor Pa-
kistan after the merger with Warid Telecom that
has made it the number one cellular company with
over 71 million subscribers in Pakistan of them 33
million are 4G subscribers. There is a positive sign
that Telenor could potentially merge with Ufone
or SCO. It is because the Competition Commis-
sion of Pakistan (CCP) will not allow Jazz and
Telenor to merge mainly for the reason of antitrust
while Zong will not merge with Telenor because
it does not believe in buying customers. And the
company has decided to grow instead of acquiring
Warid and its customers.

SCO, which has been looking to enter the Paki-
stani market for a long time, appears to be a strong
contender. As long as it has a go-ahead by the gov-
ernment and has the availability of cash flows, it
would not want to miss the opportunity.

The target of a potential merger of Telenor Pa-
kistan could be the oft-mentioned Ufone, which is
at the bottom of the mobile broadband subscrip-
tion ladder. The future viability of mobile network
operators depends on the volume of their data
subscriptions. As of September 2021, PTA statis-
tics show, Ufone had collected 10.5 million mo-
bile broadband subscriptions, which constituted
10 percent of the 105 million pie. Back in CY20,
Ufone recorded a topline of Rs50 billion, as per
data from the latest PTCL Group annual report.

They have agreed to merge their telecom units
in Thailand in an $8.6 billion deal to create a firm
with just over half the mobile subscribers in the
Southeast Asian country.

The deal, subject to regulatory approvals, aims
to see Telenor and CP Group each owning a third
of the combined company, with stock market in-
vestors holding the rest.

The partnership will arm the two companies
better against current market leader, Advanced
Info Service Pcl (AIS) (ADVANC.BK), and give
them deeper pockets to face mounting invest-
ment costs for 5G. Telenor will merge its major-
ity-owned Total Access Communication (Dtac)
with CP Group’s True Corporation at an exchange
ratio of 10.221 True shares per Dtac share.

Telenor and CP Group will have equal influ-
ence over the new business, the Norwegian firm’s
CEO said.

“When we now do this, we give up a majority
control over the company we have,” SigveBrekke
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Telenor Pakistan
mulling merger
to bypass licence
renewal fee

Universal
Service Fund

Now the governmentis mounting pressure on Telenor to pay for
the renewal of licence or face closure. In view of this situation,

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Telenor Group, SigveBrekke,
has is mulling the merger with another telecom operator to

save the skin

told Reuters. “Therefore, it is important for us to
make a company where there are equal partner-
ships, as in, the two big owners have the same
shareholder position,” he said.

The report comes months after Thai power
producer Gulf Energy Development offered to
buy Intouch Holdings, which controls AIS, though
Gulf Energy has only managed to raise its stake in
Intouch to 42.3 percent so far.

Telenor and CP Group’s merged company will
have “revenue market share in the low 40 percent
that is similar to AIS,” Brekke told media. “AlIS is
still a big brother when it comes to profitability so
we will learn as we go.”

It seemed that Telenor Pakistan
has not the sufficient funds to
pay for the renewal of licence

and implement the USF

contract awarded by the
Universal Service Fund (USF)

The tie-up between True and Dtac is set to
become the third biggest merger deal between
Thai companies, according to Refinitiv data. The
combined firm will be listed on the Thai stock ex-
change.

“Telenor’s decision to amalgamate its Thailand
holdings with True is hardly surprising, given its
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ASEAN subsidiary’s M&As and exits,” analyst
ThapanaPhanich said in a co-branded research
report from Jefferies and TISCO Securities, refer-
ring to a similar deal struck in Malaysia earlier this
year. “Dtac has little hope of beating its rivals, or
even surviving, in the long run.”

Telenor believes regulators will view the deal
favourably, Chief Financial Officer Tone Hegland-
Bachke told a conference call. “We are positive
that we will reach regulatory approval,” she said.

The offer of 47.76 baht ($1.45) per Dtac share
represents a premium of 15.8 percent to its Friday
close and the offer of 5.09 baht ($0.1549) per True
Corp share represents a premium of 17.8 percent
to its close on the same day.

Telenor plans to inject between $300 million
and $500 million into the new firm to help pay mi-
nority shareholders of Dtac and True who decide
to opt for cash rather than stock.

CP Group will also inject cash, albeit a small-
er amount, Telenor said, ensuring the two end up
holding equal stakes.

Meanwhile, the numerous companies in
Myanmar, some of which have ties to the military
regime, are interested in taking a stake in Telenor’s
Burmese unit. What exactly these circumstances
might bem remains a mystery. The company is
already facing pressure from campaigner groups,
who claim that their sale to M1 Group — a compa-
ny with a long history of working with oppressive
regimes — was irresponsible and could lead to hu-
man rights violations. =
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ashmir is described as the most beauti-

ful places on Earth. It is also known as

paradise on earth. Kashmir is in north of

akistan. The topography of Kashmir is

mostly mountains. The mountains that fall in Kash-

mir are Himalayas, parts of Karakoram and parts of
Hindu Kush.

Kashmir is major reservoir of water. Mainly the
rivers that flow through Kashmir are river Indus,
River Jhelum and River Chenab. These rivers divide
the mountainous land of Kashmir into three major
valleys the Indus Valley, Chenab Valley and Jhelum
Valley. The Indus Valley forms the northern part of
Kashmir and consists areas from Baltistan and La-
dakh whereas the Chenab Valley forms the southern
part of Kashmir region. The Jhelum Valley forms
the Vale of Kashmir which consists of high moun-
tains. There are 24 lakes present in Kashmir. Dal
Lake, Manasbal Lake, Nagin Lake, Wular Lake are
among a few of those beautiful lakes.

The height of the Kashmir Valley itself is 1,580
M. Different areas of Kashmir have different types
of climates depending on the altitude of each area.
The temperature in Kashmir is moderate. The aver-
age temperature of Kashmir is 13.5 degrees centi-
grade throughout the year. The temperature in sum-
mers rises to around 32 degrees.

The total forest area of Kashmir is around 20,230
square kilometers. Some national parks are also pres-
ent in Kashmir. There are some forests located in the
foothills of Muzaffarabad and Jammu, throughout
the Vale of Kashmir. The forests present in these ar-
eas are up to 1,500 meters high.

Recently there was a lockdown
in Indian Occupied Kashmir by
India, that lasted for more than
a year. The lockdown imposed
was a revocation of Article 370
of the Indian constitution which
provides a special status to
Jammu and Kashmir

Most of the people living in Kashmir Valley, La-
dakh, Azad Kashmir, Gilgit Baltistan are Muslims.
Some minorities are also present in this region.The
population of Jammu is around 33% Muslims as
well. Kashmiri language is spoken in Kashmir. The
major source of income of the people in Kashmir
is ploughing, crafting & cattle breeding. The hand-
made goods of Kashmir are extremely famous. This
includes handmade carpet, shawls, rugs, ornaments,
artifacts and much more.

Women of Kashmir wear burqas, long coats,
long dresses with dupattas to cover themselves. The
men of Kashmir wear Shalwar Kameez and round
shaped caps on heads. The Kashmiri culture pro-
motes harmony, unity, and brotherhood amongst the
people.

In ancient times Kashmir was dominated by Hin-
dus. After Muslim dynasty established in Kashmir
between 14th century to 18th century majority of
Kashmiris converted to Islam. Later during Afghan
rule, Kashmir was conquered by Maharaja Ranjeet
Singh in the year 1819. During the time of Brit-
ish rule Kashmir was an important princely state.
Kashmir remained under the Hindu rule till 1947.
In 1947 the ruler of Kashmir was Raja Hari Singh
who acceded Kashmir to India. The ruler of the
tribal areas was given a choice to join either Pa-
kistan or India at the time of independence. The
princely states with Muslim majority were to be
joined with Pakistan and the states with Hindu ma-
jority were to be joined with India. However, there
were some states whose population were Muslims,
but the ruler of the state was Hindu, amongst such
states was Kashmir. The issue arose in the year 1947
when the decision of partition was to be made. The
people of Kashmir wanted to join to Pakistan but
the ruler of Kashmir thought opposite. In 1947 we
fought our first war, in result of which we got one-
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Kashmir dis ute
between Pakistan

and India,

its histor

and situation till
present day

People of Indian Occupied Kashmir don’t even know if the
next person to be hit by a bullet is him/her. The people living
there have absolutely no security of life. Many children have
been hit and martyred in the streets when they were just out
wandering and playing, they were expected to return home but
never returned

third area of Kashmir freed from India. This part
of Kashmir is known as Azad Kashmir whereas
the rest is still under India rule and is known as Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir. Many wars have been
fought between Pakistan and India over Kashmir.
After the war of 1971 LoC (Line of Control) was
established between Pakistan and India that came
into effect in 1972. This was done to declare cease
fire between both countries. However even after its
establishment Pakistan and India still fought an-
other war in 1999. Kashmir issue between Pakistan
and India is supposed to be resolved through dia-
logue but so far, no final solution to this problem
has been provided. In past times people in Occu-
pied Kashmir who had left their families in Azad
Kashmir were allowed to visit them for a limited
period. People of Occupied Kashmir to Azad
Kashmir had to come all the way through Wagha
Border. This was a good step taken in the interest
of people as they were able to visit their families
which they had left behind years ago.

People of Indian Occupied Kashmir don’t even
know if the next person to be hit by a bullet is him/
her. The people living there have absolutely no se-
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curity of life. Many children have been hit and mar-
tyred in the streets when they were just out wander-
ing and playing, they were expected to return home
but never returned. The Kashmiri people continue
to fight against the Indian army & they have been
fighting for decades against the inhuman acts com-
mitted by them.

Recently there was a lockdown in Indian Occu-
pied Kashmir by India, that lasted for more than a
year. The lockdown imposed was a revocation of
Article 370 of the Indian constitution which pro-
vides a special status to Jammu and Kashmir. The
Kashmiri’s during this time were brutally assault-
ed and abused by the Indian army. The Kashmiri’s
were tortured in many ways, they were beaten, elec-
trocuted and even their food supplies were stopped.
Many people were brutally martyred during this
time, and many were seriously injured as Indian
army troops raided the houses of innocent Kash-
miri’s at night too. It has been more than 70 years
since the Kashmiri’s have been fighting and no one
knows when will their fight end and when will
their generation finally live a life free from the fear.

My prayers for the people of Kashmir. =
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-~ Pakistan gears up to

combat plastic wastes

To establish a clear baseline
and translate its plastic
action strategy into action,
Pakistan is the latest member
nation to officially join forces
with the Global Plastic
Action Partnership (GPAP).
In the spirit of Pakistan’s
commitment to a “Clean
and Green” Pakistan, we are
inspired to take a regional
leadership role by joining
early-adopter GPAP nations
Indonesia, Ghana, Nigeria,
and Vietnam

lastic waste is a global crisis — one that’s

growing more serious every day. Global

plastic flows into oceans are expected to

triple by 2040. And Pakistan alone pro-
duced an estimated 3.9 million tonnes of plastic
waste in 2020. Around 70 percent of this plastic
waste (2.6 million tonnes) is mismanaged, left to
landfills, unmanaged dumps, or strewn about land
and water bodies across the country.

Still, progress is possible. With rapid, decisive,
and collaborative action, it is possible to stem the
tide, literally and figuratively. Following are four
key imperatives that inform our plastic action ef-
forts:

Plastic bag ban:

In 2019, Pakistan became one of 128 coun-
tries with a single-use plastic (polythene) bag ban
in place. Pakistan’s ban halted the production of
600,000 kilograms per annum. The success of
the ban depended on both awareness of the ban,
created by Ministry of Climate Change-led edu-
cational campaigns for citizens and manufactur-
ers, the free distribution of alternative bags, and
media coverage of strict enforcement measures
taken by the Pakistan Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), as well as access to cheap alterna-
tives achieved by the identification of indigenous-
ly produced reusable bags. Importantly, however,
the EPA began to regulate violators at both the
consumer and manufacturer level, thus changing
behaviour. Penalties were levied on the production
and sale of plastic bags, with fines varying from
between 500 to 500,000 rupees.

These efforts got results. A survey conducted
after a year in September 2020 showed that 80
percent of the participants felt that the ban had
increased their knowledge about plastic pollution.
Thanks to regulation, the survey showed that all
of the retailers interviewed had shifted towards us-
ing alternative bags.

New solutions and approaches:

Pakistan is committed to identifying and pri-
oritizing innovative, systemic solutions that tackle
plastic leakage across the entire value chain and
that support the development of a fair and in-
clusive society. The Clean Green Pakistan Index
(CGPI) is a case in point. The CGPI, launched in
November 2019, seeks to improve sanitation ser-
vices across Pakistan through healthy competition
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among the cities and citizens. The Index compris-
es more than 35 performance indicators on five
components including solid waste management,
against which cities are ranked annually. The in-
dicators were designed and finalized with the mu-
nicipalities, and targets were set by them ultimate-
ly targeting improved governance and enhancing
the credibility of data collected.

Citizens participate in the competition through
an ICT-based champions programme that records
voluntary actions to keep the cities clean, improv-
ing the civic amenities, and creating in them the
spirit and sense of owning their habitats and cities.
Top-performing cities and citizens are rewarded
by the prime minister to boost morale and sustain
continuous improvement. After the successful pi-
lot, the competition was expanded to all provinc-
es and regions (93 cities), ensuring public sector
capacities are built to achieve a clean and green
Pakistan. In another example, Pakistan is explor-
ing new coding systems that will facilitate the re-
cycling of post-consumer plastics, providing an
opportunity for manufacturers with a consistent
system for resin identification.

Pakistan has also identified Extended Produc-
er Responsibility (EPR) as an effective measure to
stem plastic pollution. EPR is a policy approach
under which producers are given a significant re-
sponsibility — financial and/or physical — for the
treatment or disposal of post-consumer products.
Pakistan with support from the EU SwithAsiapro-
gramme initiated baseline assessment and contex-
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tualized the mechanism for local adoption. How-
ever, EPR schemes aimed at minimizing plastic
waste streams do not function as a standalone
policy and, to be effective, need to be flanked by
effective monitoring, as well as other economic in-
centives such as taxes. In addition, building local
capacities is also identified as a priority for the ef-
fective rollout of EPR.

Green stimulus:

The COVID-19 crisis has highlighted more
than ever the critical need to safeguard and im-
prove livelihoods. Pakistan’s “Green Stimulus”
was designed to offer livelihood opportunities for
virus-idled daily wagers, including women and
youth, and therefore focus on the dual objective
of protecting nature and creating green jobs. The
programme’s focal areas for intervention have in-
cluded planting more trees, and expanding and
reviving our protected areas, but it has also con-
cerned itself with improving urban sanitation — all
of which can generate employment while also al-
lowing the country to emerge from the crisis on
a nature-positive pathway. The Clean Green Paki-
stan Movement was reconfigured as a part of the
package to offer labour-intensive sanitation jobs
and run advocacy campaigns.

Evidence-based roadmaps and collaboration:

To be sure, Pakistan has more work to do if it is
to truly eliminate plastic waste. Understanding the
need to address the root cause of this problem, Pa-
kistan is developing a five-year plan that aims to:
adopt innovative plastic waste minimization strat-
egies; increase the re-use and recyclability of plas-
tic waste; institute operational changes; enhance
credible data collection; and open new avenues for
revenue generation. Leaders expect this plan to be
in place by mid-2022, which marks the conclusion
of the CGPI phase III and Third Party Monitoring
of CGPI, ensuring that analytics are available for
effective implementation of the plan.

Of course, such strategies need complementa-
ry support in terms of institutional capacity build-
ing, technology transfer, and monitoring systems.
Pakistan believes in an evidence-based approach
to evaluate the quantity of plastic waste import-
ed into the country, the quantity of recycled and
disposed of plastic in the local market, and, most
importantly, the economic and environmental im-
pacts at the ground level to identify the economic
benefits of a more circular approach.

EPR schemes aimed at minimiz-
ing plastic waste streams do not
function as a standalone policy

and, to be effective, need to be
flanked by effective monitoring,
as well as other economic
incentives such as taxes. In
addition, building local capaci-
ties is also identified as a priority
for the effective rollout of EPR

To establish a clear baseline and translate its
plastic action strategy into action, Pakistan is the
latest member nation to officially join forces with
the Global Plastic Action Partnership (GPAP). In
the spirit of Pakistan’s commitment to a “Clean
and Green” Pakistan, we are inspired to take a
regional leadership role by joining early-adopter
GPAP nations Indonesia, Ghana, Nigeria, and
Vietnam.

Governments around the world are recognizing
the need to develop national action plans and co-
ordinate action to accelerate circular plastic solu-
tions. There is an urgent call for evidence-based
frameworks that equip countries to regenerate the
environment, while at the same time protecting
the livelihoods of vulnerable communities, and
provide economic opportunities across the value
chain. =
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~ National academy set

up to get research-
based solutions to
cyber attacks
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A strong cyber capacity is cyber crucial for countries to develop
and advance in economic, political, and social spheres, he
said. Appreciating the industry-academia collaboration for the
establishment of Cyber Security Academy, Dr. Alvi urged the
need for integrating cyber capacity building and development
policies by involving the cyber community, academia, and

policymakers

two-day International Conference on Cy-
ber Warfare and Security (ICCSW-2021)
concluded successfully at Air University,
Islamabad.

President of Pakistan Dr. ArifAlvi graced the oc-
casion as chief guest, whereas the Chief of the Air
Staft Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sid-
hu, Executive Director HEC Dr. ShaistaSohail, Vice
Chancellor Air University Air Marshal Javaid Ah-
mad (Retd) also addressed the participants, wherein
they emphasized the importance of cyber security in
today’s digital world. On the occasion, the country’s
first-ever National Cyber Security Academy, estab-
lished at Air University was also inaugurated by the
President in the presence of high-profile dignitaries.
Addressing the ceremony, Dr. ArifAlvi counted the
cyber security breach as one of the most pressing
threats to national security. He underlined the im-
portance of building Pakistan’s capabilities in cyber
security to protect its critical systems and data by in-
vesting in professionals in the field and finding out
solutions to reduce the risk of cyberattacks in all sec-
tors. “It is time for Pakistan to secure its boundaries
from all sorts of cyberattacks in all domains” from
defence, energy to financial infrastructures, he said.

A strong cyber capacity is cyber crucial for coun-
tries to develop and advance in economic, political,
and social spheres, he said. Appreciating the indus-
try-academia collaboration for the establishment of
Cyber Security Academy, Dr. Alvi urged the need
for integrating cyber capacity building and devel-
opment policies by involving the cyber community,
academia, and policymakers. The inauguration cer-
emony was also attended by PAF Air Chief Mar-
shal Zaheer Ahmed Baber, Vice Chancellor Air
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University Air Marshal (Retd) Javaid Ahmed, and
Air Vice-Marshal Abbas Ghumman, Director Gen-
eral C41 PAF, and other civil, military, and foreign
dignitaries. Federal Minister for Education Shafgat-
Mahmood and Vice Chief of the Air Staff Air Mar-
shal Nauman Ali attended the closing ceremony
as guests of honor. PAF Director General C41 Air
Vice-Marshal Abbas Ghumman, while sharing the
cyber vision of the Pakistan Air Force, briefed about
the strategic initiatives and valuable contribution of
the Pakistan Air Force for making the cyberspace of
Pakistan secure. He, on behalf of the Chief of Air
Staff, also assured Air University of providing due
support in its efforts in the cyber security domain.

The DG also spotlighted various initiatives of the
PAF, especially the establishment of PAF’s first cy-
ber security park and full operationalization of the
PAF’s cyber command by March next year.

Executive Director HEC Dr. ShaistaSohail in her
speech highlighted that the HEC was upgrading the
academic course of cyber security to BS and Ph.D.
level. According to her, introducing cyber security
as a mandatory subject in universities is also under
consideration for creating awareness among the
new generation. VC Air University Javaid Ahmed,
lauding the active support provided by PAF officials,
said that his varsity is committed to producing high-
ly-trained and well-qualified cyber security experts
to address the emerging cyber security threats being
faced by every institution of the country, including
armed forces, civil institutions, public and private
sector organizations, FinTech, banking sector, media
houses, and civil society.

“The academy would conduct existing and fu-
ture need-based requirement analysis, in close coor-
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dination with industry and stakeholders, to provide
informed recommendations to design and upgrade
existing courses in addition to developing new ones
for various academic programmes starting from ele-
mentary schools,” he further stated.

Director National Centre for Cyber Security
(NCCS) Dr. KashifKifayat, in his speech, informed
the participants that the NCCS housed at Air Uni-
versity Islamabad has been established by the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan through Higher Education
Commission (HEC). “It is actually a consortium of
eleven (11) laboratories established in reputed Uni-
versities of Pakistan working in different fields of
cyber security,” he said. During the two-day confer-
ence, 22 research papers, 6 training workshops, and
two sessions of panel discussions were among the
key highlights whereas international delegates and
researchers from the US, Turkey, Hungary, Malay-
sia, and other countries also participated enthusiasti-
cally in order to share their rich expertise in the field
of cyber security. In the keynote and technical talks
delivered throughout the conference, experts from
diverse backgrounds shed light on different dimen-
sions of cyber security highlighting the challenges
in this area. Research paper presented during the
technical session proposed novel solutions for cyber-
security-related problems in diverse IT fields such as
cyber-physical systems, Internet of Things, digital
crime forensics and social media, etc.

Among other highlights of the conference were
workshops conducted to provide hands-on training
on cyber security tools developed by various NCCS
labs across the country. The first panel discussed
cyber security aspects of the FinTech sector, which
is an emerging area of the IT industry focusing on
providing financial services by modernizing the tra-
ditional financial model. Prominent names from the
financial sector were accompanied by experts from
the cyber security domain for an enlightening and
thoughtful discussion on the current situation of Fin-
Tech security, and the need of the day to ensure the
appropriate steps taken for the provision of conve-
nient and secure financial services to the customers.

The panelists also hoped that the inauguration of
NCSA will be a major step forward towards strength-
ening the country on the cyber front by delivering
highly skilled and trained professionals to serve the
country’s IT infrastructure.

The inauguration ceremony
was also attended by PAF Air
Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed

Baber, Vice Chancellor Air
University Air Marshal
(Retd) Javaid Ahmed, and Air
Vice-Marshal Abbas Ghumman,
Director General C41 PAF, and
other civil, military, and foreign

dignitaries

Another panel comprising key figures from the
government as well as private sectors focused on
Pakistan’s cyber security industry, identifying the
gaps where work needs to be done in order to boost
the output of this industry both locally and global-
ly. Some other interesting topics that came under
discussion related to organizational cyber security
transformation, cryptographic tools, deep learning
of malware, cyber security of industrial controlled
systems, DDoS attacks detection, cloud confidence,
and cyber security for the mobility and transport sec-
tor. A good number of academia, industry experts,
and representatives from public and private sector
also visited the industry exhibition and evinced keen
interest in the products including cyber forensic
toolkits, secure communication framework, remote
monitoring via sensors, and internet security and pri-
vacy labs. m
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ocial media trolls are having a field day troll-

ing Indian air force group captain, Abhinan-

danVarthaman who has been awarded Vir

Chakra — the highest Indian wartime mili-
tary bravery award.

Twitter trends like #AbhiNoneDoneAward are
at the top in Pakistan. Netizens are posting jests on
Twitter while expressing amusement at the decision
of the Indian government to award Abhinandan
Varthaman with the gallantry award.

As the Modi-led government awarded Abhinan-
dan, netizens once again managed to rile up social
media users with different memes featuring the
MIG-21 pilot. Social media users said they feel bad
for IAF’s former pilot for being reminded of the em-
barrassment every month while others trolled him
with classic tea jokes and much more. Quoting a
tweet from Indian cricketer GautamGambhir, Aus-
tralian journalist Dennis took a dig at Abhinandan
for getting an award for “shooting down pine trees.”

The humiliation of shooting down an Indian in-
truding aircraft inside Pakistan’s territory continues
to haunt the NarendraModi regime, prompting it to
make yet another blunder; the highest award to the

. pilot for getting captured.

The pilot, who had sipped a “fantastic tea” in
Pakistan after losing his aircraft, has been “hon-
ored” by the Indian government with a gallantry
award, for allegedly shooting down Pakistan’s F-16
fighter jet during the aerial battle. The pilot, instead,
had been arrested by Pakistan Air Force after shoot-
ing his MiG21 aircraft on February 27, 2019, upon
violating Pakistan’s airspace.

“Wing Commander VarthamanAbhinandan
then pursued a retreating enemy fighter bomber air-
craft, and in the ensuing aerial combat, shot down
an F-16 aircraft with his onboard missile,” accord-
ing to the citation read out before Abhinandan was
conferred upon the award by Indian President Ram
NathKovind.

However, the conferment was questionable ow-
ing to the fact that the Indian claim of downing Pa-
kistan’s F-16 had been rubbished even by the US de-
fence authorities who had counted Pakistan’s F-16s
and found none was missing.

“India’s claim that one of its fighter pilots shot
down a Pakistani F-16 fighter jet in an aerial bat-
tle between the two nuclear powers in February ap-
pears to be wrong. .. It is possible that in the heat of
combat, Varthaman, flying a vintage MiG-21 Bison,
got a lock on the Pakistani F-16, fired, and genuine-
ly believed he scored a hit,” the US-based Foreign
Policy magazine reported on April 4, 2019.

The FP report was based on its conversation
with two senior US defense officials who had direct
knowledge of the situation and said that the US
personnel recently counted Islamabad’s F-16s and
found none missing.”

Netizens once again managed to
rile up social media users with
different memes
featuring the MIG-21 pilot.
Social media users said they feel
bad for IAF’s former pilot for
being reminded of the
embarrassment every month
while others trolled him with
classic tea jokes and much more

“The count, conducted by U.S. authorities on
the ground in Pakistan, sheds doubt on New Delhi’s
version of events, suggesting that Indian authorities
may have misled the international community about
what happened that day,” the FP report said.

The authorities in Pakistan also presented sub-
stantial evidence to refute Indian claims.

The Indian Air Force had on February 28 dis-
played pieces of the AMRAAM missile, fired by a
Pakistani F-16, as evidence. But that, by itself, does
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Abhinandan gets “fake
gallantry” award for
a “fantastic tea” in

Pakistan

The pilot, who had sipped a “fantastic tea” in Pakistan afterlosing
his aircraft, has been “honored” by the Indian government with
a gallantry award, for allegedly shooting down Pakistan’s F-16
fighter jet during the aerial battle. The pilot, instead, had been
arrested by Pakistan Air Force after shooting his MiG2] aircraft
on February 27, 2019, upon violating Pakistan’s airspace

not offer any clues to whether AbhinandanVartha-
man had shot down a Pakistan Air Force F-16, as
has been repeatedly claimed by the Indian govern-
ment and the IAF.

Major General Asif Ghafoor, who was the ISPR
head at that time, revealed on Twitter that Pakistan
had been in possession of the remains of all four
missiles carried by the MiG-21 Bison which crashed
in Pakistani territory after the Feb 27 dogfight.

“All 4 missile seeker heads recovered intact from
the wreckage & held. Pakistan and its professional
Armed Forces staying humble by not drum beating.
‘We have more truth on this to share,” he said on
Twitter on April 5, 2019.

India has so far been unable to give any irrefut-
able evidence to counter Pakistan’s position.

American Political Scientist Christine Fair, oth-
erwise a critique of Pakistan Army, said during a
Literature Festival of Indian Army in Chandigarh:
“I say this clearly with 100% certitude that there was
no F-16 struck down. I do not believe you did. I be-
lieve that my bonafides as a critic of Pakistan stand
for itself”

The NarendraModi government opted to confer
the military award upon the pilot — just to play up
the anti-Pakistan sentiments and cover up the em-
barrassment India has been subject to since then on
losing their aircraft and capture of the pilot.

The Vir Chakra to Abhinandan also took the
security analysts with a surprise who took to Twit-
ter to question the rationale of “celebrating the hu-
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miliation.” “Would like to congratulate the brave
Abhinandan for taking down the F16 and then
ejecting himself from the jet landing inside Pakistan
to celebrate his victory over a tea. Bollywood has
single-handedly corrupted the entire Indian military
establishment,” said HussainNadim, the Executive
Director of Islamabad Policy Research Institute.

“India continues to be living in a perpetual state
of denial. Such a state cannot be more aptly de-
scribed than the conferment of the military award
upon Abhinandan whose aircraft MiG21 was shot
down by Pakistan Air Force,” an analyst comment-
ed.

Abhinandan as well as the political and military
authorities of his country would have to go with a
lie for the rest of their lives and defend their position
at every single platform.

“We were still kind enough to give Abhinandan
a cup of “fantastic” tea and send him back! Get real
this is not a Bollywood drama,” said PPP MNA Na-
zBaloch on Twitter.

“Is this for real? Award for drinking tea in Paki-
stani custody?” said Sherry Rehman, Chairperson
Senate Foreign Affairs Committee on Twitter.

Journalist Sana Jamal also questioned why
would a pilot captured by Pakistan and beaten by
the mob after his jet was shot down by PAF get an
award?

“India is probably the only country that rewards
catastrophic failures, national humiliation, and hate
crimes,” she said. m
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Did Alviviolate oath by attending
son’s business event?
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The tweet was met with an array of explosive responses scrutinising the President for
his participation in the signing and the poor choice of location. Many including former
finance minister Ishaq Dar asserted that President Alvi’s participation was a violation of his

ConstitutionalOath

ingers are being pointed at President

Dr. ArifAlvi for abusing his office for

personal interests, who used his official

position to benefit his family business,
and on Twitter, for his son to bring in foreign
investment. Congratulations to him and wish
him success. He has drawn immense criticism on
Twitter for taking part in the signing ceremony of
a memorandum of understanding (MoU) signed
between his son’s company and a dental chain in
the US inside Karachi’s Governor House.

President Alvi’s son, AwabAlvi, tweeted an
image of himself signing a contract with the
President of Pakistan seen smiling standing be-
hind him.

It is worth mentioning that the Press Informa-
tion Department, Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, Government of Pakistan also gave
coverage to the event and uploaded the images of
the event.

‘Excited to share that we signed an MoU be-
tween Alvi Dental and Bringing Smiles USA to
open a chain of dental practices and bring afford-
able dental care to Pakistan with no compromise
in quality of treatment or sterilization but focus
on the best treatment possible with affordable
rates,” he wrote on Twitter.

President Alvi also tweeted a congratulatory
message to Awab for the business deal of his son.
‘Congratulations Dr. Awab. Wish you success in
this collaboration with your friends who are also
bringing in foreign investment,” the President
tweeted.

The tweet was met with an array of explosive
responses scrutinising the President for his par-
ticipation in the signing and the poor choice of
location. Many including former finance minis-
ter Ishaq Dar asserted that Alvi’s participation
was a violation of his Constitutional Oath.

“On a serious note, it is a serious digression
on part of Mr. Alvi; Article 42 of the Constitu-
tion which deals with the oath of the President
has the following provision: ‘That I will not allow
my personal interest to influence my official con-
duct or my official decisions,” Dar wrote.

PML-N’s Ayesha Raza Farooq raised several
questions about the event. “Why is this signing
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off taking place at the Governor’s house? Why is
the President of Pakistan promoting his family’s
business? Isn’t this a violation of his oath? Con-
flict of interest?” she asked.

In a move to try and dampen public outrage,
President Alvi used his Twitter handle to apolo-
gise. “For the signing ceremony of anMoU be-
tween Dr. Awab and his friend in my presence,
the venue selection was a matter of poor judge-
ment,” he wrote on Twitter.

Questions are being raised about the Presi-
dent of Pakistan using his official position to ben-
efit his family business while others argued that it
was only a family obligation.

Alvi Dental is a private dental business run
by the President’s son from where Dr. ArifAlvi
resigned after being appointed as the President in

President ArifAlvi’s son,
AwabAlvi, tweeted an image of
himself signing a contract while
the President of Pakistan was

seen smiling standing
behind him

2018. Although the practice’s website still lists the
President as a dentist and part of our team, it even
offers the option to schedule an appointment. A
senior lawyer from Karachi, on the condition of
anonymity, said that this is a gross violation of
the basic principles of conflict of interest.

Also, the use of the Governor’s House and
the President’s presence is an illegal use of state
resources and an offense under the National Ac-
countability Bureau Ordinance, 1999, section
9(a)(4).

It is also a violation of the President’s oath
which states that I will not allow my personal
interests to affect my official conduct or my of-
ficial decisions. Asad Rahim Khan, a lawyer
from Lahore, said the ceremony involved a pri-
vate business but was marked with the seal of
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the Federation and the President in attendance.
Pakistan has a history that since Field Marshal
Ayub, family members have benefited from their
proximity to the presidency. As a person opposed
to that regime, Alvi is well aware of this trend
and promised to fight it. According to Geo News,
he should clarify that this is not a clear conflict
of interest.

HeeralJalil, a lawyer based in Lahore, said
since he is the son of the President and not the
President himself, who is entering into a memo-
randum of understanding. This cannot strictly be
called a conflict of interest.

The fact that the President chose to official-
ly publicize the event on Twitter and that it took
place at the Governor’s House reflects poor judg-
ment, if not illegal. Alternatively, it would have
been better for the President to distance himself
from the deal.

Activist Asad Ali Toor wondered whether the
President was using his official position to benefit
his family business.

Journalist FahadDesmukh shared a screen-
shot of an old tweet by Prime Minister Imran
Khan in which he had stated that Hazrat Abu
Bakr had closed down his clothes shop when he
became Khalifa. “President Alvi doesn’t have a
clothes shop so, it’s all good,” he said.

Responding to Alvi’s explanation, The Pak
Daily founder Hamza Azhar Salam asked the
President whether he would also attend a cere-
mony for his startup since he was all for support-
ing them.

“We started from scratch and have grown to
become the fastest-growing news organisation of
Pakistan. Is your presence available for all sons
of Pakistan or just yours?” he posed.

PML-N’s Khawaja SaadRafique said that de-
spite politics, the two had a relationship based on
mutual respect. “But after you became President,
a lot of complaints have arisen,” he said, adding
that Alvi should not have sacrificed his principles.

Meanwhile, AwabAlvi defended his father,
saying he had resigned from Alvi Dental when
he assumed office. “This venture is between me
and my Pakistani US diaspora dentist-alumnus
friend,” he said. =
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Twitter CEO steps
down, leaves company
at a crossroads

But incoming CEO Parag Agrawal will still be inheriting
significant challenges alongside all the shiny new projects.
Though the company has made strides in increasing
conversational “health,” it’s also grappled with where to draw
the line between free speech and toxicity, particularly when

political figures are involved

fter a six-year stint as CEO (again), Jack

Dorsey is leaving Twitter in a very dif-

ferent place than when he took it over in

2015. Back then, not everyone was ex-
cited about the return of the company’s cofounder.
Even though he initially came back temporarily, em-
ployees and investors were concerned that dual CEO
roles — he was, and still is, the CEO of Square —
would keep him from being able to tackle the com-
pany’s many problems.

At the time, the company was often described as
being “in turmoil.” Twitter was churning through
executives, and investors were concerned about lack-
luster user growth. Journalists and other pundits
often noted that Twitter never knew how to explain
what it was or why it mattered. The actual service
had barely changed in years. Harassment was ram-
pant and relatively unchecked.

Much has changed since then. Hand-wringing
over Dorsey’s two jobs never really abated, but turn-
over at the top of the company eventually slowed,
and Twitter started growing again. The platform still
struggles with harassment, but has made a concerted
effort at encouraging “healthy conversations” and
has significantly ramped up its policies against hate
speech and harassment.

More recently, the company has undertaken a
number of ambitious initiatives to change its core
features and create new sources of revenue. In the
last year alone, Twitter has introduced new features
for live audio, groups, and payments. It rolled out
creator-focused features like Super Follows, and ac-
quired a newsletter platform for long-form content.
Last month, it introduced Twitter Blue, a subscrip-
tion service aimed at power users. The company is
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also in the early stages of BlueSky, a plan to create
a decentralized standard for social media platforms.

But incoming CEO Parag Agrawal will still be in-
heriting significant challenges alongside all the shiny
new projects. Though the company has made strides
in increasing conversational “health,” it’s also grap-
pled with where to draw the line between free speech
and toxicity, particularly when political figures are
involved. And, like other platforms, the compa-
ny struggled to rein in misinformation during the
COVID-19 pandemic and 2020 presidential election.

“Dorsey leaves behind a mixed legacy: a plat-
form that’s useful and potent for quick communica-
tion but one that’s been exploited by a range of bad
actors, including former President Donald Trump,
who did his best on Twitter to undermine democ-
racy—until Dorsey’s people finally had enough and
shut him down,” says Paul Barrett, deputy director

INSIGHT | K. Bell [ ]

amplification and potential “unintentional harms”
caused by its ranking systems. It will now be up to
the company’s former CTO to steer that work while
navigating scrutiny from lawmakers.

Agrawal will also inherit ambitious goals Twit-
ter set earlier this year: To double its revenue and
grow its user base to 315 million monetizable daily
active users (mDAU) by the end of 2023 (the com-
pany reported 211 million mDAU in its most recent
earnings report). And there are some signs he may
be well-positioned to make that happen. While Twit-
ter under Dorsey has been slow to make decisions
and release updates, Agrawal has been a proponent
of new features like Bitcoin tipping. He also oversaw
Bluesky, the decentralization project.

The company has been betting that moving away
from advertising and leaning into subscription ser-
vices and other new features will help it get there.
But Twitter is hardly alone in pursuing creators and
subscriptions, and it’s not clear the company will be
able to easily persuade large swaths of users to start
paying for extra content or premium features.

Twitter’s new CEO seems to be well aware of the
challenges ahead. “We recently updated our strate-
gy to hit ambitious goals, and I believe that strategy
to be bold and right,” Agrawal wrote in an email to
employees he shared on Twitter. “But our critical
challenge is how we work to execute against it and
deliver results.”

Meanwhile, Twitter has expanded its private in-
formation policy to include media, banning users
from sharing photos or videos of a private individual
without their permission. The company notes that
tweeting such images can violate someone’s privacy
and potentially lead to harm against them.

The Twitter Safety team wrote in a blog post that
although anyone can be impacted by private media
being shared, it “can have a disproportionate effect
on women, activists, dissidents and members of mi-
nority communities.” If someone reports a photo or
video that violates the policy, Twitter will remove
the media and take action based on its enforcement
options. Those include downranking the visibility of
the tweet in replies and search results or telling the
person who posted it to delete the tweet. Twitter also
has the right to permanently suspend users who vio-
late the policy.

There are some exceptions to the policy. It
doesn’t cover private media of public figures or oth-
ers if a photo or video, and the text in the tweet, “are
shared in the public interest or add value to public

of the NYU Stern Center

discourse.” In other words,

for Business and Human Agrawal is taking over as social if it's newsworthy, Twitter

Rights, who has researched
social media polarization.
That Twitter under
Dorsey did eventually per-
manently ban Trump has
only made the company
more of a target for politi-
cians. And that’s unlikely to
change just because Twit-
ter’s new CEO has been one

reckoning about their role in
society. As lawmakers eye
regulating algorithms and other
reforms

may allow the media to re-

media platforms face a bigger main on the platform. The

company will consider fac-
tors such as whether the
images are available else-
where, such as on TV or in
newspapers.

That said, if the goal of
sharing private photos or
videos of public figures “or

of the company’s lowest profile executives.

Agrawal is taking over as social media platforms
face a bigger reckoning about their role in society.
As lawmakers eye regulating algorithms and other
reforms, Twitter has started to research algorithmic

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

individuals who are part of
public conversations is to harass, intimidate or use
fear to silence them,” Twitter might remove the me-
dia. The abusive behavior and non-consensual nudi-
ty (i.e., revenge porn) policies still apply. =
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akistan Telecommunication Authority

(PTA) informed the National Assembly

Committee on Information Technology

and Telecommunication that the Authority
had blocked about 86,000 mobile devices that were
found involved in fraudulent activities. The Com-
mittee meeting was chaired by Ali Khan Jadoon.
PTA Chairman Major General (R) Amir Azeem-
Bajwa informed the Committee, that “blocking
SIMs involved in frauds is a little plenty to the ele-
ments looting the people, so in order to cause them
financial damage, the Authority has blocked about
86,000 mobile devices during the last year.”

From November 2020 to November 2021, the
chairman said, about a 600 percent decrease had
been witnessed in the sale of fake, illegal SIMs
across the country.

He further said the PTA during the last three
years had also blocked about 526,082 fake SIMs
and 360,569 Computerized National Identify Cards
used for getting the illegal STMs.

He said Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs)
had been directed to install Live Finger Detective
(LED) Devices before issuing SIMs.

1 At present, he said subscribers’ Antecedents

Verification Regulations 2015 and SOPs by the
PTA to regulate SIMs sale issue were in place since
April 2019.

He said to discourage the business of fake SIMs,
directions had been passed to NADRA to do ver-
ification based on index fingers instead of thumb
impression after discussion among PTA, NADRA,
and CMOs for its implementation.

He informed the NA body that penalising for
the violation of SOMs, Zong on 4G has been fined
Rs 100 million. The chairman said that as per law
no Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs) were autho-
rized to sell SIMs door-to-door.

Additional Secretary Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) informed the Committee that about
89,000 complaints of cybercrime had been received
by the Agency. Taking action on them, the FIA had
recovered about 13,000 fake SIMs in Faisalabad
recently. The Committee also received a compre-
hensive briefing on Social Media rules. The chair-
man said that feedback from the parliamentarians
should also be included.

It is noted that Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) had cautioned the public many
times to be aware of hoax, falsified, and unsolic-
ited calls and messages asking for personal details
or money transfer. The PTA or other organizations
such as banks will never call and ask for person-
al information, like ATM pin code, OTP, and ac-
count details. Therefore, people are advised not to
share their personal information with the unknown
caller/SMS senders and ignore calls that claim to
be from the PTA or other organizations asking to
update or verify details i.e mother name, account
balance, CNIC No. etc.

In order to eliminate the business of illegal and
fake SIMs, the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)
with the collaboration of the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA), had arrested six sus-
pects, including four owners of a cellular compa-
ny’s franchise in Toba Tek Singh, allegedly involved
in the illegal sale of SIM cards of different networks
through fake silicon thumb impressions.

FIA Assistant Director and in-charge CCRC
(Faisalabad region) Rizwan Arshad told the media,
the suspects had been arrested on a tip-off from the
other suspects in this scam.

In the first raid, Arshad said, Naveed Khan and
Tougeerljaz were arrested from Bhakkar, and over
7,000 fake silicon thumbs, 8,000 SIM cards, and 15
BVS (biometric verification system) devices were
recovered from them.

In the second raid, HaroonAshfaq, Muhammad
Suleman, Muhammad Faheem, and UmairAsh-
faq were arrested from Toba Tek Singh. They are
the owners of a cellular company franchise. Some
1,600 silicon thumbs, 3,000 SIMs, and 30 BVS de-
vices were recovered from them. The FIA official
said the suspects were involved in the illegal activa-
tion of SIMs through fake silicon thumbs.

A couple of months ago, FIA had unearthed a
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Mobile devices
fraud down 600% in

Pakista

PTA Chairman Major General (R) Amir AzeemBajwa informed
the committee that blocking the SIMs involved in frauds is a
little plenty to the elements looting the people, so in order to
cause them financial damage, the Authority has blocked about

86,000 mobile devices during the last year

gang involved in the illegal activation of SIMs of
different networks through Nadra forms.

The gang was involved in depriving the people
of money through these SIMs which they used in
seeking their bank account details and luring the
Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) cards
holder.

Acting on information that the business of ille-
gal activation of different networks’ SIMs is being

ered seven SIMs activation devices, some 1,500
activated SIM cards of different networks, about
2,500 thumb impressions obtained from Nadra
forms, and three cell phones from the possession of
the suspects.

Rizwan said the six members of the gang, in-
cluding a Nadra official, had been arrested. They
have been identified as Waqas Ali, Aqib Ali, Rashid
Javed, Irfan, Muhammad Wagqas, and Gazanfer Ali

operated in Faisalabad,
FIA conducted raids at
different places and arrest-

Nadra (National Database
Registration Authority) of-
ficial,” FIA Assistant Di-
rector and in-charge CCRC

Additional Secretary,

ed six suspects including 2 Federal Investigation Agency

(FTA), told the committee that
about 89,000 complaints of

(Nadra official).

The agency said during
the investigation it has
been revealed that some
staffers of franchises were
also involved in the scam.
“We will lay hand on the
franchises in the light of

(Faisalabad region) Riz- Cyber—()rime had been I’e()eived investigation and also write

wan Arshad said.

to the cellular companies

Arshad said the modus by the AgenCy- Taklng action on to place a better check on
operandi of the suspects them FIA has recovered about them,” Arshad said, adding

was that they obtained the

more arrests were expected

silicon thumb impression 13 ’OOO fake SIMS in Faisalabad in this regard.

of the people who submit-
ted their forms for CNICs

recently, he added

He said the FIA would
receive a number of com-

(computerized  national
identity cards) with the connivance of a Nadra em-
ployee.

“The suspects would get illegal SIMs activation
on biometric devices with forged silicon thumb
impressions. And subsequently used these SIMs
in illegal activities of impersonation and financial
scams,” he said. During the raids, the FIA recov-
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plaints related to the with-
drawal of cash fraudulently from their (complain-
ants) bank accounts and the BISP cards holder.
“Such gangs use illegal SIMs and fraudulently
obtain details of the bank accounts of their prey.
Since such SIMs are issued in the name of the peo-
ple who have no idea how this happens it is not easy
to reach the real culprits,” Rizwan commented. =
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- Top reasons that make vivo

Ya3s the most desirable mid
ranger of 2021

The all-new vivo Y33s is equipped with a 5000mAh Battery +
I8W Fast Charge that defies all battery woes for a consumer.
The smartphone features three powerful tactics: a 5000mAh
(TYP) battery, 18W Fast Charge and vivo Energy Guardian
(VEG). With the help of these, the user can charge the phone
quickly to make full use of the large battery capacity and enjoy

efficient energy management

martphones these days are such an import-

ant part of our lifestyle, that it has almost

become an extension of our personalities.

vivo, the leading global smartphone brand
recognises this and continues to elevate user expe-
rience with each product by constantly innovating
and creating newer products that best suit the evolv-
ing needs of consumers.

tra Stable Video that lets users capture the world in
motion. When the phone shakes while holding it
up, the rear camera EIS automatically kicks in to
deliver steady results. In the meantime, features like
Face Beauty for Videos and Smart Editing turn raw
footage into beautiful reels that clearly capture the
highlights of the shots. It also comes with Eye Aut-
ofocus that is dedicated to keep a steady focus on

Today we will be talking about the newest en-
trant of the Y series portfolio, vivo Y33s, and all the
wonders it can do! To begin with, the smartphone
is a stunner with regard to its design and a maestro
when it comes to aspects like camera, storage and
battery. Here are top 5 reasons why vivo Y33s is go-
ing to ace consumer expectations in the mid-range
segment.

1. Fabulous Camera Setup: The all new vivo
Y33s comes packed with a 50MP Rear Camera,
that is supported with a 2MP Bokeh Camera and a
2MP Super Macro Camera beautifully crafted into
vivo’s signature Dual Tone Step, inviting users to
explore the powerful imaging technologies that lie
within. The 50MP Rear Camera sensor revolution-
izes high-definition photography with pristine clar-
ity irrespective of zoom in or crop.

The smartphone is also equipped with vivo’s
signature Super Night algorithm that allows the lat-
est RAW-level super noise reduction technology to
combine multiple frames to deliver supreme clari-
ty. The smartphone gives the user the flexibility to
shoot night shots like a seasoned pro with four sets
of Stylish Night Filters, designed by professional
photographers exclusively for vivo.

The brand new Y 33s is also inclusive of EIS Ul-
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the subject and always ready to spring into action to
help you create portrait showpieces.

When it comes to mastering backlit scenes, the
art is in the balance. Super HDR in the vivo Y33s
automatically accentuates colors in highlights,
while sharpening details in shadows, for a final im-
age that is harmonious across every inch.

The smartphone also features a 16 MP front
camera for great selfies in HD quality that helps us-
ers look confident and radiant throughout the day.
All thanks to the inbuiltMulti-Style Portrait for the
front camera that offers a selection of styles to suit
the user’s mood or outfit. Features like Face Beauty
and bokeh easily achieve a stunning,glamorous and
natural look. The smartphone also features a Super
Night Selfie noise reduction technology and Smart
Screen Flash to light up the user’s face against a
background that’s rich in detail for exceptional re-
sults.

2. Premium Design: The Y33s exudes a slim
and trendy design with a luxurious and premium
feel. This slender phone with a 2.5D packs a mas-
sive battery into an 8.0mm thin body. The 182g de-
vice is a piece of surprisingly lightweight tech that
allows a comfortable and hassle-free hold. The sim-
ple aesthetic of vivo’s Dual Tone Step in the camera

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

alignment also adds to the elegance of the device.
The smartphone features top notch textures and
hues with the following options:

_ S
e — — Fi,

. Mirror Black:The latest double layer coat-
ing technique intertwines the elegant shade of black
with a glossy sheen. Look into this black mirror,
one discovers a hidden world of light, shadow, tex-
ture and endless luster

. Midday Dream:Basked in an eye-catch-
ing brilliance of an orange and blue gradient that
catches the light at every turn, the device beams a
delicateAG texture with a frosted feel. A further
liquid crystal coating adds smoothness and makes
the phone less prone to fingerprints. Building on to
the design aesthetic, vivo Y33s is unlocked in one
seamless motion with a side power button that is
also a strong fingerprint scanner. Alternatively,
Face Wake unlocks the phone whenever needed in
the blink of an eye.

3. Battery Backup: The all-new vivo Y33s
is equipped with a 5000mAh Battery + 18W Fast
Charge that defies all battery woes for a consum-
er. The smartphone features three powerful tac-
tics: a 5000mAh (TYP) battery, 18W Fast Charge
and vivo Energy Guardian (VEG). With the help
of these, the user can charge the phone quickly to
make full use of the large battery capacity and en-
joy efficient energy management.

The smartphone also features a thoughtful re-
verse charging function that turns the phone into
a mobile power bank that powers other devices for
consumers who are always on-the-go.

4. Massive Storage: The smartphone is
equipped with8§GB RAM memory. It comes with
anExtended RAM 2.0 that permits the 8§GB RAM
to extend up to 4GB by using the idle ROM space,
making switching between apps smoother and lag
free.

5.  Stunning Display: The smartphone sports
a 6.58-inch FHD+ in-cell display that delivers
bright colors and vivid details. From the fingertip to
the eye, the experience is seamlessly smooth and de-
lightful, offering undisputed clarity whether one is
watching movies or playing games.Italso provides
protection for the user’s eyes with a built-in blue
light filter.

The classy design aesthetics, supreme camera
setup, along with the powerful battery and stor-
age makes the Y33s a smartphone of choice in
the mid-range segment. Grab your Y33s now at
PKR 39,999 available across Pakistan! =
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PTCL Group marks Int’l Day of Persons with Disabil-
ities with conclusion of flagship Justuju Program

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited (PTCL) Group -
PTCL and Ufone — has suc-
cessfully concluded its flagship
Justuju Internship Program, an
exclusive development pro-
gram for Persons with Disabil-
ities (PWDs)to mark the
International Day of Persons
with Disabilities, falling on De-
cember 03.

PTCL Group, in collabora-
tion with the Network of Or-
ganizations Working with
Persons with Disabilities, Pak-
istan (NOWPDP), introduced
an exclusive six-week intern-
ship program aimed at provid-
ing equal internship
opportunities to Persons with
Disabilities (PWDs) at their
Headquarters and Zonal Of-
fices.

The internship offered a
sound structure and develop-
ment features where PTCL
Group directly mentored 20 in-
terns based in the major cities
of Pakistan including Islam-
abad, Lahore, and Karachi.
The main objective of the pro-
gram was to enable PWDs to
be part of the country’s main-
stream socCio-economic system.

According to a report,
about 371,833 people in Pak-
istan are disabled but that does
not mean that they should be
restricted in any way. Persons
with Disabilities have just as
much right to live a normal life

Persons  with  Disabilities
(PWDs) through skill develop-
ment, mentoring, and train-
ing.The program included a
structured professional devel-
opment plan for the interns, as
well as several custom-designed

as anyone else. This includes
earning opportunities and em-
ployability as well.

Based on this mantra,
PTCL introduced Justuju, a
one-of-a-kind internship pro-
gram last year aimed at en-
hancing the employability of

webinars that focused on moti-
vating the PWDs to overcome
adversities and coming out on
top.

The internship program
was conducted digitally for the
main part. However, it was also
made possible for the PWDs to

visit the offices of PTCL and
Ufone to work alongside the
employees on various projects
in person and experience pro-
fessional work setting.
Commenting onthe success-
ful program, Syed Mazhar Hus-

sain, Group Chief Human
Resource Officer PTCL&
Ufone, said, “PTCL Group en-
deavors to enable PWDs in
honing their skills so that they
can be well-equipped for
today’s competitive working en-
vironment. Being the national

company, we endorse and prac-
tice inclusivity where all indi-
viduals can contribute to
business growth and the coun-
try’s economy. I am proud of
these young and capable group
of individuals, who are not only
multitalented but also are eager
to learn and grow. Moreover, it
is an honor for us to provide
them with this opportunity that
will enable them to realize their
full potential to work as profes-
sionals.”

PTCL Group believes that
sustainable, equitable progress
of organizations must include
persons with disabilities. With
initiatives such as this, PTCL is
determined to provide an envi-
ronment of inclusivity, support
and empowerment to the dis-
abled.

PTCL and Ufone are modi-
fying their office buildings to
ensure accessibility, comple-
menting the organization’s vi-
sion to protect and promote the
rights of people with special
needs. The organization re-
mains committed to taking sim-
ilar initiatives in the future,
focusing on the capacity-build-
ing of youth from all walks of
life.m

Jazz Drive-in Concert

Islamabad: The Jazz Drive-
in Concert has set a new Guin-
ness World Records™ title for
the most cars in a Drive-in
Music Concert with 1000+
cars. Pakistan’s first ever drive-
in concert was organized by
Jazz, in collaboration with Ac-
tive Mediaat Park View City,
Islamabad.

To set the record, more
than 1000 cars had to be at the
venue for the entire duration of
the concert. Cameras were in-
stalled across the venue at loca-
tions suggested by the

Islamabad: PTCL Group
held its Annual Sports and
Family Fun Gala in Islamabad
to provide employees and their
families an excellent opportu-
nity to break away from their
work routine. The gala is a
long-standing tradition that
helps employees come together
as a single family to engage in
sports and fun activities and
make memories for life.

The sports activities were

Guinness World Records’ su-
pervisors, which allowed them
to periodically count the cars in
attendance at the event.
“Creating a new world
record is a wonderful achieve-
ment for us all and it’s heart-
ening to see the enthusiasm
shown by the residents of the
twin cities to be part of this
momentous occasion. As the
nation’s lifestyle brand, the
idea behind Jazz’s series of
drive-in events was to provide
Pakistanis alternate enter-
tainment avenues in the new

were actively contested by dif-
ferent teams from across the
country. PTCL Central Zone
team clinched the Zonal cricket
trophy after an exciting match
with PTCL HQ. Whereas
PTCL HQ Badminton team
won the trophy in the final
from PTCL Central Zone. In
the table tennis finale, PTCL
Central Zone were crowned the
champions. Group Chief
Human Resource Officer,

sets new Guinness World Record

normal,” said Asif Aziz,
Chief Commercial Officer,

Jazz.
The major attractions at

Hussain, presented trophies
and memorabilia to the win-

ners and runners ups. He
praised all the participants for

citing performances.
Syed Mazhar Hussain,said,

T

“T am glad that the entire
PTCL and Ufone farnlly is out

the drive-in concert included
a star-studded lineup featur-
ing Atif Aslam, Ali Azmat,
and Bilal Khan, and one of
the grandest fireworks show
ever witnessed in the coun-
try.Concertgoers were pro-
vided space to park their
vehicles in an orderly man-
ner, so they could enjoy the
concert from the comfort and
safety of their vehicles. Jaz-
zCash offered discounts on
tickets and a 25 percent dis-
count on food stalls when
paid via JazzCash QR Code.m

PTCL & Ufone Annual Gala brings employees famllles together for fun extravaganza

idea behind the event is to have
PTCL and Ufone employees
come together to enjoy and ex-
plore their talents for sports and
fun activities. It gives them a
much-needed break from their
routine activities to boost their
physical and mental health.
Most of the activities are based
on team building and coordi-
nation, which are valuable life
skills for employees to remem-
ber and practice for profes-
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TCS partners with Serene Air as CGSA to ex-
pand tailored supply chain solutions

Lahore: TCS (Pvt) Limited
and Serene Air (Pvt) Limited
signed a Cargo General Sales
Agent (CGSA) agreement in
Islamabad, making TCS (Pvt.)
limited official GSA partner of
Serene Air (Pvt.) Limited for

all domestic movement of
cargo which will take effect
from the 1st of December 2021

across Pakistan.

The partnership between
TCS (Pvt) Limited and Serene
Air (Pvt) Limited has benefit-
ted the consumers of Pakistan
for many years using a combi-
nation of TCS (Pvt.) Limited’s

vast network and years of ex-
pertise coupled with Serene Air
(Pvt.) Limited’s state of the art

air fleet. By signing the GSA
agreement, both  service
providers have taken the next
step in the evolution of move-
ment of goods within the coun-
try.

CEO of TCS (Pvt.) Limited

Mr. Muhammad Harris Jamali
said, “We are living in an age o-
f collaboration and this part-

nership allows both organiza-
tions to enhance their cus-
tomers’ journey and
experience. Partnership with
Serene Air (Pvt.) Limited will
leverage our respective net-
works to provide customized,
end-to-end supply chain solu-
tions to small and large busi-
nesses alike while accelerating
movement of goods and com-
merce across Pakistan.”

TCS (Pvt.) Limited is not
only Pakistan’s leading logis-
tics and supply chain solutions
provider, but also an Interna-
tional Air Transport Associa-
tion (IATA) license holder,
allowing it to connect all cor-
ners of Pakistan. This partner-
ship between the two industry
giants will increase access for
consumers, enable faster, safer,
and cheaper movement of
cargo, improve trade condi-
tions within the country and
empower large and small
traders and business owners to
reach clients across the na-
tion.m

MMBL partners with VRG to equip non-smartphone cus-
tomers with self-service banking via the USSD channel

Islamabad: Pakistan’s
largest digital bank, Mobilink
Microfinance Bank Limited
(MMBL) has signed an agree-
ment with Virtual Remittance
Gateway (VRG), a veteran mo-
bile financial services platform
for banking customers, and
Pakistan’s only commercial li-
censed Third-Party Service
Provider (TPSP). Under this
partnership, MMBL’s non-
smartphone users will be able
to use their bank accounts via
Unstructured Supplementary
Service Data (USSD) Chan-
nels. USSD is a widely ac-
cepted channel by customers
for buying mobile bundles and
checking prepaid balance
amounts.

VRG, through its technical
expertise, has embarked on en-
abling MMBL’s USSD chan-
nels, allowing  MMBLs
customers to use banking serv-

ices 24/7 on their phones, that
do not have 3G, 4G, WiFi, or
Internet connections. With the
help of USSD Channels,
MMBL'’s non-smartphone

users will be able to check their
bank balance, bank statement,
transfer funds, pay utility bills,

Sharing his thoughts about
the partnership, Ghazanfar
Azzam, President & CEO
MMBL said, “We are commit-
ted to expanding our financial
services to a wider pool of cus-
tomers by targeting the under-
served segments of the society.

and recharge their mobile
phone accounts without data
or internet connection. The ini-
tiative will initially be piloted
for a month’s period, followed
by a commercial launch in Jan-
uary 2022.

Over the years, MMBL has
successfully been able to reach
millions of customers across
Pakistan through its wide array
of innovative products and
services specifically tailored to
promote financial inclusion for

all. With VRG’s partnership,
MMBL plans to revolutionize
Pakistan’s banking sector by
bridging the financial gap and
eradicating all barriers to access
digital financial services.”
Chief Finance & Digital
Officer MMBL, Sardar Mo-
hammad  Abubakr said,
“MMBL is dedicated to uplift
the unbanked and underserved
segments, particularly SMEs
and women-led businesses, by
providing them access to finan-
cial services through its expan-
sive digital financial ecosystem.
Through this partnership, we
strive to accelerate further
growth by merging USSD
Channels with our tailored
products and services that will
not only enable individuals at a
wider scale but will give them a
chance to contribute positively
to Pakistan’s digital financial
ecosystem as well.”m

Ufone 4G sponsors ‘Clean & Green Murree Marathon’

Islamabad: Pakistani tele-
com company, Ufone 4G or-
ganized a unique sporting
and social mobilization
event, ‘Clean & Green Mur-
ree Marathon’ at the pictur-
esque tourist destination,
Murree to raise awareness re-
garding environmental pro-
tection and responsible
tourism.

The first of its kind event
started on December 4 in col-
laboration with Murree De-

velopment Forum (MDF), in
which citizens, tourists and
members of local adminis-
tration participated in 8.3
kilometer marathon from
GPO Chowk Murree to Chi-
nar Army Public School.
Speaking regarding the
event, Head of PR & Corpo-
rate Communication at
Ufone 4G, Amir Pasha said:
“We are excited to support
the cause of Clean & Green
Murreeto galvanize support

for protecting the local envi-
ronment, besides promoting
the idea of environment-
friendly and sustainable
tourism. We hope that the
event creates the level of
awareness to motivate efforts
for environmental protection
at individual, household and
community levels. We are
grateful to the Murree Devel-
opment Forum for taking us
aboard for the initiative
which is in line with Ufone’s

long term commitment to-
wards the socio-economic
development of our coun-
try.”

Information Secretary,
Murree Development Forum
(MDF), Muhammad Nau-
man Abbasi thanked Ufone
for supporting the initiative
and said that the ever in-
creasing tourist footfall in
Murree and consequent pol-
lution pose great threat to the
local environment.m
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PTA slashes mo-
bile termination
rates

Islamabad: Pakistan Tele-
com Authority (PTA) has re-
duced the Mobile Termination
Rate (MTR) from Rs. 0.70 per
minute to Rs. 0.50 per minute
from 1st January 2022. Rates
shall be further reduced to Rs.
0.40 per minute from 1st July,
2022. Reduction in the MTR
has been made after thorough
consultation with the telecom
industry.m

TCL offers mega dis-
counts on 12.12 sale

Lahore: TCL, Pakistan’s

No.1 LED TV brand in collab- |

oration with Daraz gears up
for the last major online sale of
2021. This sale extravaganza
kicked off on December 12,
2021 to 23rd December, users
can enjoy one week of Super
promotions on the entire range
of TVs, ACs, Soundbars, Air
purifiers and Vacuum cleaners
with Easy Monthly Instal-
ments and Free Delivery na-
tionwide.

12th December TCL of-
fered massive discounts on its
official store on Daraz on ac-
count of TCL brand day for its
valued customers.

Majid Khan Niazi, Mar-
keting Manager TCL said:
"We at TCL are very im-
pressed with the response of
our valued consumers in the
11.11 sale that encouraged us
to bring more exciting offers to
our users in this year’s 12.12
sale. We always endeavour to
provide superior customer ex-
perience to our buyers”.m

daraz

12.72 i

12"to 23" December

o

Jazz concludes its
Data Science Train-
ing program

Islamabad: Jazz has con-
cluded its Data Science Cen-
tral (DSC) training program.
After six months of training,
four trainees have been offered
permanent positions within the
company’s Data Science team
and the Analytics & Insights
team.

The training program on-
boarded 12 candidates in total,
putting them through a rigor-
ous mix of theoretical and
practical training modules es-
sential in the technological
field, for the first three months.
The trainees attended a set of
courses conducted by foreign
trainers from world-reputed
universities, equipping them
for practical projects in the sec-
ond stage of the program. The
next three months focused on
critical thinking, problem reso-
lution, and practical business
skills using Jazz’s live data.m
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SG DCO visits Jazz’s DHQ to discuss Pakistan’s

Islamabad: Deemah Al-
Yahya, the first Secretary-
General of the Saudi-led
Digital Cooperation Organi-
zation (DCO) visited Jazz’s
Digital Headquarters to dis-
cuss Pakistan’s digital trans-
formation journey, mutual
interest in digital inclusion,
and Jazz’s endeavors towards
enabling connectivity.

digital transformation journey

Established in 2020, the
Digital Cooperation Organi-
zation (DCO) is a global
multilateral that aims to in-
crease social prosperity by
accelerating the growth of
the digital economy. Pakistan
is one of the seven countries
that established the DCO to
drive greater collaboration
and cooperation across en-
trepreneurship, innovation,
business growth and employ-
ment in a shared digital econ-
omy. Other member states
include Bahrain, Jordan,
Kuwait, Nigeria Oman, and
Saudi Arabia.

The discussions between
the two parties revolved
around collaborative digital
transformation and creating
society-centric solutions that
lead to greater prosperity and
quality of life, which are ac-
cessible across society, in-
cluding the need for focus on

Mobilink Bank & Daraz partner to empower women entrepreneurs

Karachi: Mobilink Micro-
finance Bank Limited
(MMBL) has partnered with
Daraz to facilitate MMBL bor-
rowers specifically women en-
trepreneurs, by enabling them
to become sellers on Daraz.

Through this collabora-
tion, MMBL and Daraz will
provide adequate opportuni-
ties to promote Small and
Medium Size Enterprises
(SMEs), more so now as the e-
commerce platform is going
through an all-time boom via
the 11.11 sale. Both the organ-
izations are firmly committed
to promoting women's finan-
cial inclusion through the pro-
vision of enabling digital
financial ecosystem that con-
tributes directly towards em-
powering this underserved, yet
influential segment, which
comprises almost half of the

country's population.
MMBL's flagship program,
‘Women Inspirational Network

Mobilink
Microfinance H

sion of upskilling women en-
trepreneurs and provide them
easy access to digitally

(WIN) and Daraz's Ibtida
would together provide an in-
credible boost to our joint mis-

equipped growth opportuni-
ties.
Muhammad Asim Anwar,

Chief Business and Products
Officer at MMBL said,
“MMBL's partnership with
Daraz has opened new doors
for fostering financial inclusiv-
ity in Pakistan by laying the
groundwork for a digital eco-
nomic boom that will be par-
ticularly beneficial for
women-owned businesses and
SMEs. By making e-com-
merce ever more accessible to
them, we are paving the way
for the economic uplift of Pak-
istan as a whole."

Speaking at the event, Sar-
dar Mohammad Abubakr,
Chief Finance & Digital Offi-
cer at MMBL, said, “Financial
empowerment of women
through e-commerce is an un-
missable  opportunity in
today’s rapidly digitalizing
world. Through our partner-
ship with Daraz under

MMBL’s Women Inspira-
tional Network program, we
aim to provide women entre-
preneurs with a strong digital
platform they need to maxi-
mize their business outreach
and fully benefit from the wave
of digitization sweeping across
Pakistan and globally."

MMBL's branches will fea-
ture Daraz booths so that po-
tential  sellers can  be
onboarded on the e-commerce
platform seamlessly. Likewise,
the e-commerce platform will
help conversions to MMBL's
wide range of branch and
branchless banking products
and services.

The partnership will signif-
icantly amplify the economic
growth of the country by con-
tributing directly towards de-
veloping women-led SMEs
particularly. m

TECNO launches its much-awaited Camon 18 series in Pakistan

Lahore: TECNO has fi-
nally launched the most antic-
ipated and itsfirst-ever Gimbal
Camera phone in Pakistan.
The newly launched Camon
18 series consists of three
phones, Camon 18 Premier,
Camon 18P, and Camon 18t.
The phones are available in
both online and offline mar-
kets for sale.

The premium device from
the series, Camon 18 Premier,
comes at the price of PKR
55,999. It is equipped with the
Gimbal Camera, 60x Hyper
Zoom, a 120Hz AMOLED
Display, 32MP front & 64MP
back camera, 8+256GB Stor-

age, and the G96 Processor.
The Camon 18P is embed-

ded with some outstanding

features for its price of PKR

Gimbal Steady Technology

34,999

CAMON 18:

Clear Shot All-Round

including a
Processor, 8+128GB storage,
16MP front & 48MP back
camera, and a 120Hz FHD

display. Whereas the last
phone from the series, Camon
18t, is priced at only PKR
28,999 and comes with 48MP
cameras for both front and
back, along with G85 Proces-
sor, 4+128GB storage, and a
1080 FHD display.

The CEO of TECNO Mo-
bile Pakistan, Kelvin Zeng, ex-
pressed immense joy on the
occasion, “We are really
happy to launch our first-ever
Gimbal Camera Phone in
Pakistan. Camon 18 Premier
is going to be the game-
changer for professional
videographers with its steadi-
est and smoothest captures.

The series is fully equipped
with brilliant camera lenses
and technology to provide a
professional experience to the
user. As TECNO aims to
bring the best for its con-
sumers, we look forward to a
positive response from the
local consumers”.

The phones will be avail-
able in various colors; Camon
18 premier comes in Ocean
Moonlight and Summer
Breeze. Whereas, Camon 18P
and Camon 18t will be avail-
able in Dusk Grey, Iris Purple,
and Ceramic White. So hurry
and get your best
camera phones asap! =
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Oppo A16

Rs. 23,999
Nokia phones ranked #1 for
software up es security

Oppo A16 price in Pakistan is Rs. 23,999. Official It just keeps getting better

dealers and warranty providers regulate the retail

price of Oppo mobile products in official warranty.

Price of OppoA16 in Pakistan is Rs. 23,999.

Price of Oppoin USDis $149.

OppoA16 - Is Coming Soon With Bigger Battery

Today, the company Oppo presented a new

cheap phone from its offer, and it is the Oppo A16.

Oppo is thus expanding its A-series. Oppo A16

has an IPS LCD screen with a screen size of 6.52

inches that produces HD + resolution. The phone d .

can automatically adjust the brightness of the . 3 - 1! Android 9 Pie
screen based on user behavior. The smartphone i

has three cameras on the back. These are the 13 B 13 MP/ F 5 MP
MP main sensor, the 2 MP depth sensor, and the 2 s N Snapdr: ra
MP macro sensor. There is also an LED flash in ; . Rt M

the mentioned square cutout. There is also a

fingerprint scanner on the back of the phone. A5

MP selfie camera is placed on the front. This

smartphone will run the MediaTek Helio G35

chipset paired with 3 GB of RAM and only 32 GB

of internal storage. The device also has a

microSD card slot. The Oppo A15 runs the [ | [ 1

Android 11 OS over which ColorOS 11.1 is R S

engraved. Oppo A16 phone has a 5000 mAh . M3 M

battery with 10W charging support. It will be :

availableiniblueandblackeolars. © 0 O ® /ADVANCE TELECOM @ www.advancetelecom.com.pk

Realme C25s

Mi 11T (8GB+256GB) Rs. 22,999

Realme C25s - A C-Series Smartphone With Big Battery

Smart tech Realme will unveil C25s soon to the market. The
/ = Chinese company Realme is preparing to launch a new

X | a 0 m | 1‘|T C 2} 4 ) / smartphone of its C-series. The device was spotted on the

4 Indian IMEI database website, and also the model number
EXPERIENCE CINEMAGIC y RMX3195 was spotted on the NBTC certification platform. We
are talking about the Realme C25s. The smartphone will be
y 1117 117 pir- i powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
iz _ 4 smartphones in the mid-range market that are called Helio G85
i i SoC. The upcoming new Realme's 0253_ has got a Z.Q GHz
” ” 4 / Octa-Core processor under the hood of this handset. This new
| ] smartphone has got a 6.5 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and
this device Realme C25s's going to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
Mali-G52 MC2. The handset is pack with 4 gigabytes of RAM,
which is a powerful RAM used in this Realme sharp C25s so
you can say that your phone is going to run at a super-fast
speed because of its powerful RAM. The smartphone has got
128 gigabytes of storage in this smartphone which means that
the capacity of your data is more than enough. Realme has got
a Triple Camera setup in the C25s. The main sensor of the
[p g e smartphone will be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixels, 2
: . megapixels. The selfie shooter in this handset will be 8
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new C25s. The rear-mounted sensor will allow
protecting its data by only allowing the authorized person in its
C25s. The battery of the phone is a gigantic one. The upcoming
smartphone C25s will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po
6,000 mAh battery which is a big battery, the device will give
you more than one day of battery backup, and there will be fast
charging of 18W. The smartphone C25s by Realme will run on
the Android 11 operating system. Samsung and other tech
giants will face serious competition when this Realme C25s will
release.

480 HZ

Realme Narzo 30 Realme 7 Pro
Rs:32,999 Rs:49,999

Realme Narzo 30 - A Powerful Handset Of Mid-Range
Realme will unveil its new Narzo 30 smartphone soon to the | s 4
market. The launch date for the coming smartphone has yet 3 .
to be announced, but the handset is already seen on multiple - " SyStem Android 10 OS
websites. The call might start soon. A live photo of Realme ;_.___ -
Narzo 30 leaked after being posted on the Indonesian !
Telecommunication Certification website and the FCC. The , _
handset will be powered by the Mediatek Helio G95 (12 nm) . : w
chipset. The chipset suggests that Realme's Narzo 30 be a D|Sp|ay 6.4inch Super AMOLED Capapltlve
mid-range handset with outstanding features. Smartphone ! i Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch
has got a processor of 2.50 GHz Octa-Core which will give .
this device more power. And there is a GPU of Mali-G76 MC2 s
under the hood of this smartphone. Also, there is screen . i Quad Camera: 64 MP, /1.8, 26mm
protection of Corning Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming new i " +
Realme Narzo 30's going to have an IPS LCD Capacitive Camera 1(éN|de), 1It/1.7'2d’ P?QFO., fy,\jg/?/g“
Touchscreen display with a size of 6.5 inches and a resolution 4 mm (ultrawide), 1/4. (g

' . . , +2 MP, /2.4, (depth), LED Flash
of 720 x 1600 Pixels which means that the coming up Narzo (macro)
30 by Realme got a big screen display for the users to enjoy it. I\
The handset has got 6 gigabytes of RAM that will make it easy b Y (Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
to execute tasks with high speed. This means the users will be ” 3 - _ ; o/ i
happy to have this device. The Realme 30 got 128 gigabytes i ey Battery ) Fast CL’afg'”g 65.W’ S0% n
of internal memory storage, which is enough to store a huge 12 min, 100% in 34 min (advertised)
amount of data. And it can be expanded as the phone has a
microSD card. There is a Triple rear Camera setup in Realme
Narzo's 30, The main sensor of the rear camera setup will be
48 megapixels, 8 megapixels, and a 2 megapixels sensor. MemOI'y 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1
The handset is expected to come equipped with a 16

megapixels selfie shooter. The insecurity of user's data, the
Realme Narzo 30 got a rear-mounted Fingerprint Sensor

which is a normal feature nowadays on smartphones. The 3 ' Accelerometer, Compass,
battery of this device is 5,000 mAh to give full-day use to the Featuers

IHVN 97 noLitvN ¥3dNS

users and also there is a fast-charging 30W. This Narzo 30's Flngerprlnt (under dlsplay

will give through time to its competitors like Samsung and
others.
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,26,600

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32 in)

Displ 6.5 Inches,Super Retina XDR OLED
Isplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, OIS 12 MP
, /2.0, 52mm (telephoto), 1/3.4", 1.0um, PDAF

, OIS, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Non-removable Li-lon 3969
ZE1EIRA mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging
Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:64GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity,
compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation

Oppo Reno 6 Pro
Expected Price:Rs.99,999

Oppo Reno 6 Pro - A Flagship Smartphone Of The Series!

Oppo is unveiling a new Reno 6 smartphone series, this is a Pro
variant. The company is working on its upcoming new smartphone
lineup. These smartphones were spotted on 3C and MIIT with
some specifications. Also, there was a tipster from China has
leaked key details of the upcoming series, let's see what we got in
this smartphone, which is the Oppo Reno 6 Pro. The smartphone
will be powered by a 3.0 GHz Octa-Core processor with a chipset of
MediaTeka€™s Dimensity 1200. The Chipset of the coming Oppo's
Reno 6 Pro shows that it will be a flagship handset. The device has
a Super AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, and the display of the
device is 6.55 Inches that provide a resolution of 1080 x 2400
Pixels. Also their screen protection of Corning Gorilla Glass. This
handset Oppo Reno 6's going to be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of 12 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of the
device show that it will enable the user to execute things with this
smartphone within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the
Reno 6 Pro by Oppo is 256 gigabytes that is enough to store a huge
amount of data. On the rear of the smartphone, there is a Quad
Camera setup. The main camera is 64 megapixels, an 8 MP
secondary sensor, and a pair of 2 MP sensors. In the upcoming new
Oppo 6 Pro, front-facing is packed with a 32 megapixels front-selfie
camera setup. The handset has got under display, optical
fingerprint sensor to secure your data from loss. the battery of the
Oppo Reno's 6 Pro is also a massive one. The smartphone is fueled
with Li-Po Non-removable, 4500 mAh battery to get enough
backup time and the Reno 6 Pro got a Fast charging of 65W. Now
Samsung and other smartphone companies will be looking to bring
features like 6 Pro.

Oppo Reno 4
Rs. 59,999

S)AIEI]  Android 10 OS

g 6.4” AMOLED Capacitive
Display Touchscreen, 16M
Colors, Multitouch

Triple Camera: 48 MP, /1.7, 26mm

(wide), 1/2.0", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.2
CEIMEIEN  (uirawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, 2.4
, (depth), LED Flash

Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast charging 30W, VOOC
Flash Charge 4.0

128/256GB Built-in
, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (under display,
optical), Gyro, Proximity

Itel Vision 1 Plus

Rs:14,999

: 6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
PIEIEVE  Fliiscreen 16007720

Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash

Camera Front: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera

3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

8 Functions

Fingerprint
SENEE

Oppo Reno 6

Rs. 59,999

Oppo Reno 6 - A Mini-Flagship Smartphone

Oppo is willing to unveil Reno 6 soon to the market. This Chinese
smartphone company recently launched the Reno5 series in China.
The smartphone series comprised the Reno 5, Reno 5 Pro, and Reno
5 Pro+. This smartphone giant is now working on the Reno 6 series.
According to Digital Chat Station, the Reno 6 series is in its final
stages. Now Oppo will launch the Oppo Reno 6. The smartphone
will be powered by one of the latest chipsets in the market
Qualcomm Snapdragon 720G. The Chipset of this upcoming new
smartphone Oppo's Reno 6 is also a flagship chipset that can all the
high-end specs with accuracy and ease. The new handset has a 2.3
GHz Octa-core processor to give more power to this chipset. The
Oppo Reno 6's going to have a 6.4 Inches massive screen size, the
users of this device will be enjoying using it. The smartphone with
an AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, with a full HD resolution of
1080 x 2400 Pixels under the hood of the new Reno 6 by Oppo has
got the protection of the screen this device has got Corning Gorilla
Glass. The SoC of the smartphone is paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM.
The chipset and the RAM of the device will make the processing
speed of the phone lightning fast. This Oppo 6 internal storage
capacity is 128 gigabytes. This is enough storage capacity that will
give you enough space to place a huge amount of data for future
use. There is a Quad Camera setup in the back of this Oppo Reno's
6, The main sensor will be 64 megapixels, 8 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter will be 44 megapixels. The upcoming
new smartphone has got the latest operating system Android 11.
There is an under-display, optical fingerprint reader of the phone
that is there to protect it from any unauthorized person. The battery
of the phone is also a massive one. The Oppo Reno 6 is fueled with
Li-Po Non-removable, 4300 mAh battery to get enough backup time
and the smartphone got a Fast charging of 50W. Now Samsung and
other smartphone companies will be looking to bring features like
Reno 6's.

vivo X70 Pro

Rs. 1,39,999

Dimensions: 158.30mmx73.21mm
BOdy x7.99mm (Cosmic Black)

6.56 Resolution
2376*1080 (FHD+)
Touch ScreenCapacitive
multi-touch

Front 32MP,Rear 50MP
+12MP+12MP+8MP

44W FlashCharge
4450mAh (TYP)

128GB+256GB

MediaTek Dimensity
1200-vivo

Processor
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Infinix Zero X Pro

Rs. 47,999

Infinix Zero X Pro - A Mid-Ranger Of The Company

Infinix is working on its new Zero X which has got a moniker
Pro at the end. The Chinese company is expanding its
smartphone range, now Infinix is launching its new device in its
Zero-Series. The upcoming smartphone will be in a mid-range
segment, and it will be called Infinix Zero X Pro. The upcoming
smartphone of the company has got a chipset of Mediatek
Helio G95, which is used in mid-range devices, to give more
power to the handset there is a 2.05Ghz Octa-Core processor
under the hood of this Infinix's Zero X Pro. Also, there is a GPU
of Mali-G76 MC4 in this smartphone. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 6.67 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display. The new Infinix Zero X's going to have an
AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, and this device has got a
full-HD display with a resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels. The
upcoming new Zero X Pro by Infinix has got 8 gigabytes of
RAM, which is a powerful RAM used in this smartphone so you
can say that your phone is going to run at a super-fast speed
because of its powerful RAM. The built-in storage capacity of
the Infinix X Pro is 128/256 gigabytes which means that the
capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the phone will be 108 megapixels, 8 megapixels along with 8
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this Infinix Zero's X Pro will
be 16 megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and
attractive. The device has got a side-mounted fingerprint
reader is there to protect it from any unauthorized person. The
battery of the Zero X Pro is also a massive one. The handset is
fueled with (Li-Po Non-removable), 4500 mAh battery to get
enough backup time and the smartphone got a Fast charging.
Now Samsung and other smartphone companies will have a
competitor when the X Pro launched.

Nokia C1
Rs:8,299

Nokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earlier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5SMP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Nokia will implement Android OS 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 294 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Nokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants.

THE FUTURE

Q WINDOW TO X][]

5.45"
HD+

Full View
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Realme C21
Rs. 19,999

Realme C21 - A Mid-Rang Smartphone Of The Company

Smart tech Realme is launching the C21 smartphone to the
market. This Chinese company presented the C20 in the
January of this year, and Realme will present its successor in
three days. Now all the specifications of this phone have
appeared on AliExpress, and even the price is known. This
smartphone will be Realme C21. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the market that is called MediaTek Helio G35.
The new Realme's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this handset. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 6.52 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and
this device Realme C21's going to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
PowerVR GE8320 in this upcoming device. Also, there is
screen protection of Corning Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming
new Realme sharp C21 is packing the upcoming smartphone
with 4 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used
in this smartphone so you can say that your phone is going to
run at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM.
Realme has got 64 gigabytes of storage in C21 which means
that the capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the smartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this phone C21 will be 5
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new C21. The smartphone has got a powerful battery
which will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5000 mAh
battery in C21 by Realme that will carry support for Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and other tech giants will face
serious competition when this Realme C21 will release.

Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have
W Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near future. This
1 will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After
launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will come
packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin 980. This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
| chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20's Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over other smartphone giants.

Stand out
beautifully:

It just keeps getting better

Nokia 7.2

3500 mAh Battery
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Vivo V21
Rs 59,999

Dimensions: 159.68%73.90
x7.29mm* (Dusk Blue)

. 6.44-inch *Measured diagonally, the screen
Dis play size 6.44 inch in the full rectangle
. Actual display area is slightly smaller.

Camera

Front 44MP OIS AF / Rear 64MP
OIS AF+ 8MP (wide-angle)
+2MP (macro)

4000 mAh
(typical value)

Battery
Ram:8GB+128GB

MTK Dimensity 800U

Redmi Note 10 Pro
(8GB+128GB)

Nokia 2.3
Rs:14,900

Nokia 2.3 - ANew Entry-level Smartphone

Tech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2. The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It is
an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Nokia's 2.3
ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be available in
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color variants. The
information leaked about the chipset of the new Nokia 2.3's,
confirms that it will be powered by the MediaTek&a€™s Helio
A22. This chipset will be used in place of 28nm Snapdragon
425. This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Nokia
sharp 2.3. Different variants of the phone will offer different
ranges of RAM and internal storage. One of the models is
packed with 2 gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack
this new upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of
internal storage. The next variant will be available in 3
gigabytes of RAM capacity and the internal storage of the
phone will 32 gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may
offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may
also become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a 4000
mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower side, still
you will have enough power to keep the handset on toes. The
upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with
an LED flash that is placed just under the alone lens of the
phone. The front-facing camera will be 5 megapixels. The 2.3
by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As this is an entry-level
smartphone so you expect a reasonable price tag. The
company is now competitive enough to challenge high-rated
companies like Samsung by bringing smartphones like Nokia
2.3.

Itel Vision 1

Redmi Note 10 Pro
108 MP Voyager
120Hz AMOLED | 33W fast charging

Stunning, cHD

premium

design ~CHE ! m

Dual speakers

3.5mm headpi

linear motor

&1, 11,999: =4

Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel
RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM

1.6GHz Octa Core Processor

15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.5D Curved)

4000mAh High Capacity Battery

SLAIGE LI

NOKILA

See better in the dark
It just keeps getting better

E @ | § | W% |8

13MP Rear 5.71" HD+ Android 9 Pie 3000mAh
5MP Front Camera with Selfie notch battery

Biometric
Face Unlock

RRP 13,900

2 GB RAM | 16 GB ROM

RRP 14,900 | &8

3 GB RAM | 32 GB ROM [endroid I

STORE YOUR
FAVORITE APPS

32+2GB

MEMORY

A25PR0O

RRP. 9,399
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FM RADIO BLUETOOTH 1.9"m 1200mAh TORCH LIGHT

osvk © © © 0F

www.gfive.com.pk | o

Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-
A73 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53)

Quad Camera: 48 MP, f/2.0, (wide),
1/2", PDAF + 12 MP, f/2.2, 13mm
(ultrawide) + 5 MP, /2.4, (macro) +

5 MP, /2.2, depth sensor, LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast battery charging 15W

(JZ) gDl
ARSI

BE STYLISH WITH THE NEW OSMART

1950

@\
=) 168 RAM

| .

|7\ 5MP FRONT
5MP BACK

Rs. 7850/~

Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-A73 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels
18:9 Screen ratio (409 ppi density)
Sensors: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)
Accelerometer, Proximity, Compass

(Non-removable Li-lon ),3340 mAh
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vivo Y33s
Rs. 39,999

Dimensions: 164.26x
76.08%8.00mm
Weight: 182g

- 6.58-inch
BIETOIENA  2408x1080 (FHD+)
LCD,Capacitive multi-touch

Front 16MP / Rear 50MP+2MP+2MP

(01110121721 | Front 2.0 (16MP), Rear /1.8 (50MP)
+1/2.4 (2MP)+ f/2.4 (2MP)
5000mAh (TYP)

8GB+128GB

Helio G80

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWVGA Screen
5.0 inches

1950 mAh

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GB Free
microSD Card (supports up 64GB)

5&1({@@;/;54/.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | +2021315t 415

¥,
5
m
=
Z
z
:
£
&
Z
T

I| || -§ Flare



IHVN gp noLtvN ¥9dNS

Infinix Note 8
Rs.29,999

Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex
-A75 + 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
16M Colors, Multitouch
7.0 Inches

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide)
, 1/1.73", PDAF + 2 MP,
(macro) + 2 MP, (depth)

Camera
+ 2 MP, Quad LED Flash
(Li-Po Non removable), 5200 mAh
Battery - Fast battery charging 18W
32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM
Memory microSD Card, (supports
up to 256GB)

e 128GB Built-in, 6GB RAM
eatures microSD Card, (supports up to 256GB)

®
INCH DISPLAY

——

3000

mAh

mp3 /mp4
PLAYER

BLUETOOTH

FM RADIO

www:gfive.com.pk | wwwigfivepakistan:com

@gfivepak ()

Tecno Camon X

}.,G

Triple camera: 13 MP + 8 MP + 2 MP
Quad LED Flash, Auto-focus

32GB Built-in, 3GB RAM |4

2.0 Ghz Quad Core |/

IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
, 16M Colors, Multitouch6.2 Inches

(Li-Po Non removable)
, 3400 mAh

Infinix Zero 8
Rs. 36,999

) Octa-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
LSRR A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

; 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
Dlsplay Capacitive Touchscreen,
16M Colors, Multitouch
Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide),
1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),
Camera 1/4.0" + 2 MP, /2.4, (macro) +

2 MP, /2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
Standby:upto 26 days
Talktime:upto 36 hours

Battery

128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
microSD Card,
(supports up to 256GB)

Memory

Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,
Features Fingerprint (side mounted), Proximity

Ocean 9 Black(2GB)

<, 8,650 :

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)
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4GB + 128GB

Remi 10 (6GB+128GB)

Redmi 10

LEVELUP 1

6GB +128GB

Redmi 10 Available Online at Mistore.pk and
Offline at Mi Exclusive Stores Nationwide

Huawei P30
Rs: 89,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series!

Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones. Huawei's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawei P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is still in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has decided
to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smartphones that's why the new P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Artificial Intelligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the quality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yet available.

Tecno Pova 2
Rs:28,999

Tecno Pova 2- Released With Big 1080p
display & Huge 7000 mAh Battery!

Today, the Chinese manufacturers Tecno
launched its premium smartphone Pova 2 in
the Philippines market. The smartphone comes
with a large battery of up to 7,000 mAh which
is a very huge battery. This is a manufacturer
that has caught the eye several times, thanks
to its smartphones with very interesting specs
and an incredibly low price. The smartphone
has the largest screen of 6.9 inches with a
resolution of 1080 x 2460. Teco Pova 2 is a
phone that is part of the Android 11 program
with HIOS 7.6. Helio G85 with a Quad-core
processor will take care of the speed of work,
and it will be accompanied by 6GB of RAM and
128GB of internal storage. The company offers
a Quad camera setup with LED flash on the
back panel of this Tecno Pova 2. It has a 48-
megapixel main camera with a 2-megapixel
macro lens, and a pair of 2-megapixel depth
sensors. At the same time, this phone has an
8-megapixel camera for selfies. Tecno Pova 2
smartphone in the Philippines market is
launched at the price of PHP 7,990 that in

Pakistani Rs is equal to 28,999.

Vivo V21e
Rs. 46,999

Vivo V21e - A Mid-ranger Of V21 Series

Chinese company Vivo is unveiling V21e to the market soon. The
V20 series was launch last year, the company is now coming up
with the new smartphone series. And this coming series will be
V21. The first few models of the series will launch in Malaysia.
Vivo has revealed a few specifications details let's see what we
got in this Vivo V21e. The coming smartphone will be powered by
the Snapdragon 720 chipset. The smartphone with this processor
will provide the user with powerful results. The Vivo's V21e has a
2.3 GHz Octa-Core processor under the hood of this smartphone.
The handset has a 6.4 Inches big screen size and It will provide
the user with full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels.
The new Vivo V21e's going to have an AMOLED Capacitive
Touchscreen display that is the latest one and well known for its
outstanding results. Also, there is a GPU of Adreno 618. This
handset Vivo sharp V21e will be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of 6 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of the
device show that it will enable the user to execute things within
seconds. The Vivo has got 128 gigabytes of internal storage in
V21e which is enough to store a huge amount of data for future
use. And also there is a dedicated slot. The smartphone is packing
a Triple-camera in the back of the V21e. The main camera is 48
megapixels, others are yet to be confirmed. The selfie camera of
the upcoming new V21e is not confirmed yet. The smartphone
got an under-display, optical fingerprint sensor to protect your
data from loss. And the battery of this smartphone V21e is 4000
mAbh is planted inside the belly of the phone which is enough to
keep running for almost one or two days of active use. And also
there is a fast battery charging in this V21e by Vivo which is 33W.
Now Samsung and other smartphone companies will be looking
to bring features like Vivo V21e.

Tecno Camon 17

Rs. 24,999

Tecno is trying to unveil Camon 17 smartphone to the
market. The upcoming new smartphone has an eye-
catching color design with textural lines that give it an
exquisite touch. The body of this Tecno Camon 17 is made
up of a glass front plastic, back and has a plastic frame to
keep it intact. The smartphone will be powered by one of
the latest chipsets available for smartphones in the market
that is called MediaTek Helio G85 (12nm). The new Tecno's
Camon 17 has got a 2.0 GHz Octa-Core processor under
the hood of this handset. This new upcoming smartphone
has a 6.6 Inches screen size which is a big-screen display,
with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and this device
Tecno Camon 17's going to have a full-HD display with a
resolution of 1080 x 2460 Pixels. And also there is a GPU
of Mali-G52 MC2 in this upcoming device. The upcoming
new Camon 17 by Tecno will be packing with 4 gigabytes
RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used in this
smartphone so you can say that your phone is going to run
at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM. Tecno
17 has got 128 gigabytes of storage in this smartphone
which means that the capacity of your data is unlimited.
And also you can extend your storage by using a MicroSD
Card. On the rear of the smartphone, there is a Triple
Camera setup. The main sensor of the smartphone Tecno
Camon's 17 will be 48 megapixels. 2 megapixels and 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this phone is Dual
Camera setup and it is not confirmed yet. The side-
mounted and Face Unlock sensor will allow the device to
protect its data by only allowing the authorized person. The
Tecno Camon 17 will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po
5000 mAh battery that will carry support for Fast charging.
Samsung and other tech giants will face serious
competition when this Camon 17's will release.

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,56,300

Bod 150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
oay (5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33 in)

: 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIEOIEVA  |PS LCD capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"
, 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

=l Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
Features | compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation
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Importer Name Brand Nov-21
Qty Amt
FUTURE TECH APPLE 157 71,323
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD APPLE - -
CORETECH APPLE - -
A.J TRADING APPLE - -
M/S PRIME TELECOM APPLE - -
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE - -
NAVID & SONS APPLE - -
BESTWAY EXCHANGE COMPANY APPLE - -
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION APPLE - -
M/S UNITED TRADERS APPLE - -
NAVEED ENTERPRISES APPLE - -
AGILITY LOGISTICS PRIVATE LIMITED APPLE 14,254 17,445,684
ORCHARD INTERNATIONAL APPLE - -
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE - -
M/S. NIZAM ELECTRONICS APPLE - -
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE - -
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS APPLE - -
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
M/S MOL PAKISTAN OIL AND GAS CO.B.V APPLE - -
M/S S. ). TRADERS APPLE - -
PICK N SAVE APPLE - -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION ALCATEL - -
TRUE TALK TRADING (PRIVATE) LIMITED CHINESE - -
A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED CHINESE - -
MICRO-TECH SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED CHINESE - -
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED CHINESE - -
BAZZ MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED CHINESE - -
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE 600 105,460
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION HUAWEI - -
MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD HUAWEI - -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED HUAWEI - -
SKY VOICE (PRIVATE) LIMITED HUAWEI - -
DB LINK PRIVATE LIMITED INFINIX - -
MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD INFINIX - -
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 77,974 10,278,419
C RIGHT MOBILE INFINIX - -
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 22 2,335
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX - -
M/S.ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX - -
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION INFINIX - -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX 169,686 19,690,155
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL - -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD ITEL 50,000 2,078,112
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 9 395
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 10,100 567,491
MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD ITEL - -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 103,000 6,284,363 m
ADVANCE TELECOM NOKIA 3 337
MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD NOKIA - -
OPPO MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO 4 320
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO 138,059 15,737,410
THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE OPPO - -
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED ONE PLUS 56 17,360
UNITED MOBILE ONE PLUS - -
DIGICOM TRADING PVT LTD Q MOBILE - -
ANTPOWER TECH (PVT.) LTD REALME 26 2,120
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME 49,000 5,275,380
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION SAMSUNG 27,924 4,893,316
MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSUNG 21,546 3,897,936
AGILITY LOGISTICS PRIVATE LIMITED SAMSUNG - -
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSUNG 39 14,686
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 113,378 18,108,374 Z
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG 8,182 1,510,262
BURQUE CORPORATION (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG 8,486 1,738,174 >
EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG - - I
UNITED MOBILE SAMSUNG 13,878 2,713,894 S
JADE E-SERVICES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED. SAMSUNG - -
M/S UNITED MOBILES TECNO - - -—{
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECNO 114,866 8,784,533
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO - - O
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 129,217 14,936,472 C
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO - -
INOVI TELECOM PVT LTD TECNO 2,500 637,888
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 52 6,064
VIVO ELECTRIC (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO 711 95,529
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO 330,000 46,580,620
SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL - -
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 4,637 1,091,231
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD XIAOMI 8,017 1,716,423
ALPHA PRECISION IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 12 320
BEST CELL OPTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 1,000 213,800 Z
CABNET TECHNOLOGY XIAOMI - -
CORETECH XIAOMI 13,901 1,438,299 >
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI - - I
MOBILE LINK IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI - - —
NANO TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS XIAOMI 8 330
PHONEZO IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 5,988 1,104,757
SMARTLINK TECHNOLOGIES XIAOMI 5,199 1,181,843
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 9 900
CMPAK LIMITED ZTE - -
ALCATEL - -
APPLE 14,411 17,517,007
CHINESE - -
D CODE 600 105,460
HUAWEI - _
INFINIX 247,682 29,970,909
ITEL 163,109 8,930,361
NOKIA 3 337
oPPO 138,063 15,737,730
ONE PLUS 56 17,360
Q MOBILE - -
SAMSUNG 193,433 32,876,642
TECNO 246,635 24,364,958
Vvivo 330,711 46,676,149
VGOTEL - -
REALME 49,026 5,277,500
XIAOMI 38,771 6,747,903 A
ZTE - - E
Total 1,422,5 188,222,316 e
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telecomnminco e el

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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X190MmIl 11T SERIES
EXPERIENCE CINEMAGIC

>
Enjoy ?&?TH OF
1 SUBSCRIPTION
STARZPI AY

ro-Grade Triple Al Camera

. Ultra-wide Telemacro

\\- | | Corning® Gorilla® Glass Victus™
A - on the Display
L~ mAh AN_F e

End-to-end experience

W HDR

4dAA —p
120 HZ 480 HZ 6.67 AMOLED DOLBY
AdapticeSync Touch Sampling Rate Flat Screen Dedicated Dual Speakers

o

o Smartlin
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VIVO

Y 535S somp

8GB+4GB Extended RAM | 5000mAh Battery

AVAILABLE Now CERELEEEEE)

*4GHE ext

for reference, act
era's JN1SQO3 image sen

ended RAM realized by software.

*Pictures s

shall preva

uval product
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efault, with an option to output SOMP.

r-in-one 12.5MP by d

d outputs fou

s 50 million physical pixel points an

sor boast:

*The main cam
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