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Editor’s
Note
Joke to the 
nation

Instead of  explaining the reasons behind the fresh hike in fuel 
prices our Federal Minister for Science and Technology ShibliFaraz 
has advised the masses to use ‘less fuel’. He illustrated the point as 
to how the government supporters and ministers can use less fuel 
and said, he travelled from home to office consuming just 1.5 litres 
of  petrol daily. The Minister set this formula for others for using 
less fuel. The Minister further said that life changed from normal 
in tough times so was the present and asked the masses to cultivate 
the habit of  using as little quantity of  fuel as was possible. He made 
it clear in the same vein that the government cannot afford to give 
subsidies on every other item after it has focussed on giving relief  to 
the people on food-related items.

The current increase in petroleum prices is all times high in 
state history. The government side says, fuel prices are increasing 
in the international market and the government was obliged to jack 
up the PoL rates without slapping any tax on petroleum products. 
However, a myopic view is being taken of  this aspect that the 
government instead of  enormously increasing the PoL prices might 
have cut down taxes on the fuel products to put relatively, less the 
price burden on the poor. 

The increase made in the PoL prices by the PTI government 
has been strongly resented and opposed by every section of  society. 
The business community, transporters, traders, politicians, atop 
the layman feeling the heat of  the enhanced petroleum prices have 
termed the move another bombshell of  inflation on the poor people 
as it will badly affect their financial condition in a situation when 
high prices of  the kitchen items are already crushing them. They 
all have described the PoL prices increase as unjustified and an 
oppressive act of  the government to bury alive the poor.  

As per the notification issued by the Ogra, the per litre petrol 
price has been hiked by Rs. 12.03, high-speed diesel Rs. 9.53, 
kerosene oil by Rs. 10.08, and LDO by Rs. 9.43 taking the PoL 
prices to the record height. 

It is a common fact that the increase in PoL means a high cost 
of  living and difficulties in running the national economy which is 
largely around industrial and agricultural development, foreign and 
local investments and increasing productivity in the country. The 
plain question is in a high cost of  doing business who will prefer 
to invest in Pakistan no matter how loudly we invite the financiers. 
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Letters to the
EDITOR
Cybercrime a serious threat 
Through this letter, I wish to draw the attention of the 
authorities to the growing rate of cybercrime and its harmful 
effects on society.
Cybercrime is one of the serious threats to society. Today 
the world is exposed to the internet and everything is just 
a few clicks away. And the most important aspect of the 
matter is, all the data are accessible to everyone. Besides 
communication of data for a positive purpose, it also has a 
lot of disadvantages. People are constantly buying online 
things and storing their personal bank account details on the 
internet. Potential hackers look for such information to use 
them to their advantage. There have been a number of cases 
where people lost heavy amounts of money due to phishing 
or other online frauds. Examples are numerous where people 
got their bank accounts hacked. In the present online world, 
we all need a safe and secure space to conduct everything 
without being worried. That’s why in order to achieve this 
online safety, the need of the hour is a strict cyber law and its 
proper enforcement.
I sincerely hope my concern will help make our government 
much aware of these types of cybercrimes and necessary 
actions will be pursued to prevent such crimes and punish 
the criminals. I will be highly obliged if my concern is 
highlighted and properly addressed.

Hafiz Bilal Naseem Shah, Islamabad

Loans probe  
Prime Minister Imran Khan during his live question-answer 
session with the public on PTV mentioned the use of public 
money and complained that half of the tax revenue collected 
by his government was spent on payment of interest and 
repayment of loans taken by the last two governments.
Prime Minister mentioned the inquiry into the matter. The 
inquiry commission, the Prime Minister said, will have 
representatives from the Investigation Bureau, Federal 
Investigation Agency, Federal Board of Revenue, Security 
and Exchange Commission and Inter-Service Agency. I urge 
the Prime Minister to share with the nation’s findings of the 
inquiry by the said high-level commission and actions taken 
in this matter so far.

Ejaz Ahmad Magoon, London

Saving 50pc Pakistanis from 
hypertension 
Pakistan ranks 18thout of a total of 183 countries of the 
world, where people are suffering from coronary heart attack 
deaths. On further research, I found an analysis of blood 
pressure screening results from the Pakistan-South Asia 
report which recorded more than 50percent of the tested 
population in Pakistan suffering from hypertension. The 
higher level of obesity and increased salt and fat intake from 
consuming more processed foods and less physical activity 
have been attributed to the higher prevalence of hypertension 
in the urban population.
Reducing salt intake has been identified as one of the most 
cost-effective measures that can be adopted to improve 
population health outcomes. Even the Government of 
Pakistan and The Pakistan Dietary Guideline for Better 
Nutrition published by the FAO emphasized the need for 
restriction of dietary salt intake to less than 5 grams/day.
An alternate to dietary salt can be found in Monosodium 
glutamate (MSG). MSG can significantly reduce sodium as 
it contains one-third the amount of sodium compared to table 

salt. Extensive scientific research conducted by WHO and 
FAO has confirmed that MSG is safer for human consumption 
and has a tremendous public health benefit. Taking these 
details into account, the government should review the legal 
and regulatory restrictions on the consumption of MSG in 
the country.

Syed Ovais Akhtar, Karachi

Rising inflation and the poor   
Through the column of your periodical, I would like to 
highlight and want to draw the attention of the government 
towards the sudden increase in prices of essential commodities 
in the market.
Nowadays, the rates of vegetables and fruits etc. are rising 
sharply directly affecting the purchasing power of the 
common man. Commodity prices have never been stable 
in Pakistan. Just the costs of essential items dry out the 
budget of the domestic people and poor daily wagers. Given 
this situation, a poor man cannot afford to buy fruits and 
vegetables. According to the Global Hunger Index survey in 
2021, Pakistan ranks 92nd on the list. With a score of 24.7. 
Pakistan has a level of hunger that is serious. It looks as if 
the government has failed to keep a check on the hoarders 
and profiteers who are the main factors of inflation. If this 
state remained intact in the next few months, people will lose 
faith in the government. It is high time for the government to 
realize the public problems and initiate steps to make the life 
of the poor segment of society easier.

Muhammad Junaid Arshad, Rawalpindi

Don’t rely only on remittances   
Reliance on foreign remittances from expatriates as a 
permanent reliable source of revenues for the annual budget 
does not bode well for our economy. Almost 85percent of 
these foreign remittances are sent by our expatriate skilled, 
semi-skilled workers and professionals doing jobs on work 
visas in the Gulf, Middle East, etc. to support their families 
back home. The remittances are likely to decrease because 
of economic recession, politics and policies of countries to 
cut down reliance on foreign workers, or alternate choices 
of cheaper labour. The reverse flow from Pakistan to foreign 
countries will continue as long as the ruling elite (civil, 
uniformed and political) deciding our economic policies 
have split loyalties and vested interests.
Only 15percent of our professionals and skilled workers 
living with their families in countries like the USA, Canada, 
UK, Europe, Australia, New Zealand etc., send part of their 
savings to support their aged parents, sisters etc. With the 
passage of time, these remittances are likely to reduce and 
finally cease to flow to Pakistan when the aged parents etc., 
are no longer alive. The children of families holding foreign 
nationalities will have no emotional attachments with their 
relatives living back home and these remittances so no 
reason to send money to Pakistan. Unfortunately, the reverse 
flow of foreign exchange from Pakistan is likely to increase, 
when these aged dual nationals or their surviving children 
start selling their inherited or allotted assets here.
As if this was not enough, the fact is that a large majority of 
present salaried civil and uniformed elite, along with a few 
within the political elite have already shifted their families 
to foreign countries during service or post-retirement. The 
quantum of foreign exchange transferred through regular 
and irregular channels is on the rise and exceeds almost 
60percent of total foreign remittances. Millions are being 
transferred and islands have been purchased by a few who 
held sensitive assignments.

Malik T Ali, Lahore

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com
We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,
we are publishing only few selected letters. 



O
verseas Pakistanis have invested a siz-
able amount of  $2.32 billion in saving 
certificates ‘Naya Pakistan Certificates’ 
(NPCs) because of  the attractive rate of  

profits on certificates. In other words, Naya Paki-
stan Certificates have attracted a 68percent of  the 
total RDA inflows. The rate of  profit on investment 
in NPCs varies between 9.5percent to 11percent, 
the highest in comparison to some other saving 
components in Pakistan.

According to SBP, the Roshan Digital Account 
(RDA) has fetched an impressive amount of  foreign 
exchange worth $3.38 billion from overseas Paki-
stan till January-2022.

The State Bank of  Pakistan further said that in 
Sept 2020, the RDA was introduced and since then 
expatriates have sent home $3.38 billion through 
this system till January 2022.

Meanwhile, non-residents Pakistanis (NRPs) 
get a profit rate of  5.5percent on three-month, 6per-
cent on six-month, and 6.5percent on 12-month 
dollar-denominated NPCs. For three- and five-year 
certificates, the return is 6.75percent and 7percent 
respectively, Mettis-Global reported.

The profit rates on local currency-denominated 
certificates vary from 9.5percent to 11percent over 
different tenors.

So far, 342,611 accounts have been opened 
from around 175 counties across different Pakistani 
banks. In the month of  January alone, the overseas 
Pakistanis deposited $222mn into RDA, indicating 
the increasing confidence of  NRPs.

Since the start of  the RDA, a banking facility for 
Pakistani abroad, the government had made a num-
ber of  decisions to make the scheme more attrac-
tive by reducing the tax compliance costs. Further, 
the government has made the taxation system easy, 
convenient, and hassle-free for NRPs to open and 
operate these accounts without showing physically 
present in the country. Last week the State Bank of  
Pakistan had offered one rupee incentive on each 
dollar, generated by the banks/forex companies 
from the expatriates. Launched in September 2020, 
the RDA is an initiative of  the SBP for Non-Res-
ident Pakistanis (NRP), formed in collaboration 
with commercial banks operating in Pakistan.

The programme allows NRPs to open an ac-
count without requiring physical presence either in 
Pakistan or in any embassy or consulate. It has also 
facilitated NRPs in conducting banking, payment, 
and investment activities in the country.

The initiative provides a number of  investment 
options to NRPs in the form of  Naya Pakistan Cer-
tificates, the stock market, and real estate. Funds in 
these accounts can be fully repatriated without any 
prior approval from the SBP.

Overseas Pakistanis have been a key priority 
for the incumbent government, which has taken a 
number of  measures to attract foreign currency for 
the cash-strapped economy, which remains depen-
dent on remittances inflows.

The government is also set to launch the ‘Na-
tional Remittance Loyalty Program’ (NRLP), 
which aims at offering monetary and other benefits 
to lure overseas Pakistanis to use official channels. 
The NRLP will offer incentives/rewards for send-
ing remittances to Pakistan based on the point’s ac-
cumulation structure.

Prime Minister Imran Khan has repeatedly 
termed overseas Pakistanis as the “biggest asset” 
of  the country and stated that the country would 
not need the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
programmes in future if  it is able to tap their full 

potential. NPCs are dollar, rupee, euro and pound–
denominated sovereign instruments available in 
both conventional and Shariah-compliant forms. 
The returns are highly lucrative compared to sim-
ilar bonds offered elsewhere. For example, the dol-
lar-based return on the 12-month instrument is as 
high as 6.5percent.

From September 2020, when the RDAs were in-
troduced, till the end of  January  total funds received 
through these accounts amounted to $3.38 billion. 
About 69percent of  these funds were parked in 
NPCs. It means total investments in NPCs equalled 
$2.32bn between September 2020 and January.

Within NPCs, conventional bonds attract-
ed $1.28bn while Islamic instruments pulled in 
$1.04bn. Stocks received $34m flows over the same 
period.

Meanwhile, SBP Governor Dr Reza Baqir has 
said that RDAs have been “a great success” among 
overseas Pakistanis, especially those living in Saudi 
Arabia.

Addressing an interactive session organised by 
the Embassy of  Pakistan in Riyadh, DrBaqir said 
Pakistanis based in Saudi Arabia have opened the 

highest number of  RDAs and sent the second-high-
est amount of  deposits out of  175 countries. Over-
seas Pakistanis can open bank accounts in Pakistan 
and meet their saving and investment needs through 
a fully digital process.

SBP Executive Director Arshad Mehmood 
Bhatti gave a detailed presentation on RDAs and 
their allied products, including NPCs, RoshanAp-
ni Car, RoshanSamaajiKhidmat and RoshanAp-
naGhar, which offers overseas Pakistanis “a very 
convenient means” of  buying property in Pakistan 
through bank financing or their own funds. n
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Overseas Pakistanis 
invested $2.38 
billion in Roshan 
Digital Account

So far, 342,611 accounts have 
been opened from around 175 

counties across different 
Pakistani banks. In the month of 

January alone, the overseas 
Pakistanis deposited $222mn 

into RDA, indicating the 
increasing confidence of NRPs

NPCs are dollar, rupee, euro and pound–denominated 
sovereign instruments available in both conventional and 
Shariah-compliant forms. The returns are highly lucrative 
compared to similar bonds offered elsewhere. For example, 
the dollar-based return on the 12-month instrument is as high 
as 6.5percent



T
he Federation of  Pakistan Chambers of  
Commerce and Industry’s Businessmen 
Panel (BMP) Chairman has warned that 
continued borrowing from the IMF and 

other multilateral sources is posing serious econom-
ic challenges, as Pakistan has taken foreign loans to 
the tune of  $9.43 billion in just the first half  of  this 
fiscal year, suggesting the economic team to con-
vince the lender for softening its conditions so that 
government could pursue its pro-growth strategies 
through some incentives for the industry.

BMP Chairman MianAnjumNisar emphasized 
the need for exploring investment sources from the 
private sector as well as non-traditional regional 
partners through investment-friendly policies in the 
country.

He said that the government is taking foreign 
loans to build the country’s foreign exchange re-
serves, which are declining due to the repayment of  
previous loans and financing of  the current account 
deficit. The foreign exchange reserves held by the 
State Bankhave declined by slightly above $3 billion 
since August 2021. In just one week time, reserves 
have declined by $562 million mainly on account 
of  international debt servicing. Reserves held by the 
SBP have decreased to $17 billion, which would fur-
ther come under pressure in the next six months as 
Pakistan has to repay $8.7 billion in the second half  
of  FY 2022.

As the loan burden continues to mount we need 
to create strategic partnerships with international 
investors looking for impact investments, particu-
larly in the areas of  SMEs, industrial development, 
healthcare, education, logistics and climate financ-
ing, he urged.

The BMP Chairman asked the government to 
be highly vigilant about Pakistan’s external financ-
ing requirements. These requirements include short, 
medium and long term debt of  the country due 
during a fiscal year, plus the current account deficit. 
External financing requirement for Pakistan is likely 
to exceed $28 billion for FY2022. In addition, there 
is also the Chinese safe deposit of  $4 billion which 
needs to be rolled over.

The FPCCI former chief  said that the country’s 
economy is witnessing unprecedented loss under the 
government’s controversial agreement with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, as it has wreaked havoc 
on the industry by unleashing a slew tsunami of  un-
bearable hikes in prices of  utility. “The government 
has also indebted Pakistan to the point of  crisis and 
has now taken us into a situation, which does not 
seem to be sound. The government must give the 
SBP reasonable autonomy to make monetary poli-
cy, but don’t open up the county to ups and downs 
of  international capital and its dictation,” he said.

The amount of  loans has increased after Paki-
stan had received $3 billion from Saudi Arabia in 
December last year. The overall amount of  foreign 
borrowing was recorded at $9.43 billion from July to 
Dec against $5.67 billion in the corresponding peri-
od of  the previous year. According to the fresh data, 
Pakistan had borrowed $2.03 billion from foreign 
commercial banks during the first half  of  the current 
fiscal year. The breakup of  commercial banks loans 
showed that country has taken $1.14 billion from 
Dubai Bank, $487.26 million from SCB (London), 
$61 million from Ajman Bank PJSC and $343.50 
million from Suisse AG, UBL and ABL.

Among multilateral development partners, 
mainly the Asian Development Bank provided 
$1.062 billion, the World Bank disbursed $965.73 
million, the AIIB $37.77 million, and IDB (S-Term) 
$800.69 million. China disbursed 1.07 million dol-
lars in December; however, the country received 
$74.51 million in the first half  (July-December) of  
the current fiscal year, the USA $32.60 million, Ko-
rea $3.23 million, the UK $14.54 million, and Ger-
many $12.07 million.

According to reports, the government has given 
an undertaking to the IMF that it would continue 
increasing petroleum levy on oil products to the 
maximum level this year to collect over Rs510 bil-
lion, instead of  the budgeted target of  Rs450 billion. 
The petroleum levy target for the next year has been 
set at over Rs600 billion. MrNisarAnjumtermed it 

very unfortunate for the trade and industry that the 
government also promised to the IMF that it would 
continue making electricity tariff  adjustments next 
year on a quarterly and annual basis through Nepra, 
jacking up electricity prices continuously. 

The government has also given an undertaking 
to make adjustments in gas tariffs and not to consid-
er any tax exemption to the industry in future, hit-
ting the economy of  Pakistan hard. He emphasized 
the need for structural reforms as well as widening 

of  the tax base through ambitious tax policies and 
broad-based fiscal structural reforms for high eco-
nomic growth and employment generations

The IMF has asked Pakistan to levy more taxes 
to generate revenue and also demanded to raise elec-
tricity tariff, as the IMF released its country report 
on Pakistan on February 5 last..

According to the report, the global lender has 
suggested to the Government of  Pakistan to impose 

Rs1,115 billion additional taxes in the next fiscal 
year. The Federal Board of  Revenue has already 
started to withdraw exemption on income tax.

The Fund has recommended giving FBR a rev-
enue target of  Rs7,255 billion. It suggests collecting 
Rs2,711 billion through direct taxes.

In petroleum levy, it recommends collecting 
Rs406 billion; in sales tax Rs3,295 billion and in 
customs duties Rs843 billion.

The International Monetary Fund slapped six 
more conditions on Pakistan, including increasing 
individual income tax rates and power tariffs while 
also faulting Finance Minister ShaukatTarin’s first 
budget for increasing macroeconomic vulnerabili-
ties.

The IMF released its detailed report on the 
health of  Pakistan’s economy and the status of  the 
implementation of  the $6 billion bailout programme 
that is going to expire in September.

“The approved fiscal year 2022 budget marked a 
departure from the EFF objectives and contributed 
to rapidly increasing macroeconomic vulnerabil-
ities,” said the IMF while tracing the roots of  the 
crisis in Tarin’s first budget.

The report further stated that the budget “de-
livered a significant fiscal relaxation through large 
spending increases and the unwinding of  several 
EFF tax revenue commitments, notwithstanding the 
past revenue underperformance.”

“The (IMF) staff  regrets recent policy reversals 
which undermine the ability of  the programme to 
achieve its objectives,” it added. n

IMF further tightens 
noose around 
already debt-
trapped Pakistan

The government has also given 
an undertaking to make 

adjustments in gas tariff and not 
to consider any tax exemption to 
the industry in future, hitting the 

economy of Pakistan hard

Pakistan has taken foreign loans to the tune of $9.43 billion 
in just the first half of the current fiscal year, suggesting 
the economic team to convince the lender for softening its 
conditions so that government could pursue its pro-growth 
strategies through some incentives for the industry
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J
ustice Ayesha Malik made history when 
she was sworn in as the first woman judge 
of  thePakistan Supreme Court, where she 
would serve alongside 16 male judges. The 

oath was administered to Justice Ayesha by Chief  
Justice of  Pakistan Gulzar Ahmed, while Justice 
Umar Ata Bandial, who has been nominated as 
the next top judge of  Pakistan, and other SC judg-
es, were also present at the ceremony.

Her accomplishment — which followed a par-
ticularly contentious nomination process — is be-
ing celebrated by government officials and human 
rights activists as a defining moment for the coun-
try and its male-dominated judiciary.

“As the first woman judge appointed to the 
apex court in the country’s judicial history, this 
is an important step towards improving gender 
diversity in the judiciary, where women report-
edly account for only 17 percent of  judges overall 
and just under 4.4 percent in the high courts,” the 
Human Rights Commission of  Pakistan said in a 
statement, adding that these disparities are struc-
tural and require more investment in women in the 
legal profession.

Pakistan is the only South Asian nation to have 
never had a woman judge in the Apex Court, ac-
cording to Human Rights Watch. Here’s what to 
know about it first.

Justice Ayesha Malik’s legacy on Lahore’s 
High Court includes outlawing virginity tests in 
sexual assault cases

Justice Malik completed her early education 
from schools in Paris and New York and then 
completed her senior Cambridge from the Karachi 
Grammar School.

She studied law at the Pakistan College of  Law 
in Lahore and did her LLB from the Harvard Law 
School Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA, where 

she was named a London H Gammon fellow 
1998-1999.

From 2001 to the date of  her elevation as a 
high court judge, she worked with the law firm of  
Rizvi, Isa, Afridi and Angell, first as a senior asso-
ciate and then as a partner in charge of  the firm’s 
Lahore office.

Justice Malik has appeared as a pro bono coun-
sel for several NGOs working on poverty allevia-
tion, microfinance and skills-training programmes.

She is also author of  a number of  publications 
besides teaching Banking Law at University of  the 
Punjab and Mercantile Law at the College of  Ac-
counting and Management Sciences, Karachi.

She worked at two different law firms before 
she was elevated to the High Court as judge in 
the eastern city of  Lahore in 2012, according to a 
court biography.

She’s also taught Banking and Mercantile law 
at various colleges, served as pro bono counsel for 
NGOs focused on poverty alleviation and contrib-
uted to publications including the Oxford Reports 
on International Law in Domestic Courts. Justice 
Ayesha is a mother of  three.

Justice Ms. Malik as lawyer also appeared as 

an expert witness in family law cases in England 
and Australia involving issues of  child custody, 
women’s rights and constitutional protection for 
Pakistani women.

She developed a reputation for integrity and 
discipline on the court, where she helped deliver 
several landmark verdicts on major constitutional 
issues.

In 2021, for example, the court outlawed the 
invasive and medically-discredited virginity test 
performed on women who reported rape or sexual 
assault, with Malik writing in the 30-page opinion 
that the practice “offends the dignity of  the female 
victim” and discriminates on the basis of  gender.

Her nomination process for appointment to ju-
diciary has been contentious both times.

Despite her credentials, Justice Ayesha Ma-
lik’s journey to Pakistan’s highest court was not an 
easy one, because she was the fourth-most senior 
judge on the bench in Lahore and she commended 
a good chance to reach the Chief  Justice office at 
the LHC level.

She was appointed to the position last year but 
was voted down, the BBC reports. This year — 
when she was nominated for the Supreme Court 
bench to fill a seat made vacant by another judge’s 
retirement in August — the nine-member commis-
sion approved her appointment by a 5-4 vote.

Some lawyers and judges had opposed her ap-
pointment the months ahead of  the voting process, 
as they did not like she should cut ahead of  more 
senior male candidates. The Pakistan Bar Council 
even said it would hold a protest strike, according 
to a media report.

The contentious process came to an end when 
Chief  Justice of  Pakistan Gulzar Ahmed adminis-
tered Malik the oath at a ceremony.

“Justice Ayesha has been appointed on the ba-
sis of  her merit,” the Chief  Justice said.

Supporters say her groundbreaking role bodes 
well for women on both sides of  the bench

Many Pakistani public figures took to social 
media to offer their praise and congratulations.

Prime Minister Imran Khan and Human 
Rights Minister ShireenMazari acknowledged the 
historic day in tweets, while Federal Minister for 
Science & Technology ShibliFaraz called it “an 
inspirational moment for women of  this country.”

Supporters are cheering the effect that Malik’s 
groundbreaking role could have for women on 
both sides of  the bench.

“This will have an impact on cases, not spe-
cifically those related to gender, but having a 
woman judge there will be increased confidence 
among women to access justice and reach out to 
the courts,” Nighat Dad, a digital rights lawyer, 
and human rights activist, told DW.

“She has broken all barriers in the judicial sys-
tem and it will allow other women in the system 
to move forward,” lawyer and women’s rights ac-
tivist Khadija Siddiqi said. “I hope this will lead to 
more women-centric decisions by the judiciary in 
the future,” she added. n
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Justice Ayesha’s 
elevation to Supreme 
Court makes history 

She studied law at the Pakistan 
College of Law in Lahore and 

did her LLB in the Harvard Law 
School Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, USA, where she 
was named a London H 

Gammon Fellow 1998-1999

Her accomplishment — which followed a particularly 
contentious nomination process — is being celebrated by 
government officials and human rights activists as a defining 
moment for the country and its male-dominated judiciary





M
inister for Information Technology 
and Telecommunication AminulH-
aque showing a strong reaction has 
turned down a proposal for slapping 

ban on cryptocurrency in Pakistan.
The Minister told the media that as a policy the 

Ministry of  Information Technology and Telecom-
munication strongly opposes the ban which would 
be a hurdle in the way of  the social and economic 
development process in the country.

The Minister said that as a policy the Ministry 
of  Information Technology and Telecommunica-
tion opposed any such ban, which impeded the de-
velopment process. With respect to cryptocurrency, 
matters could be discussed but without involving 
the IT Ministry directly therein, he added.

The Ministry of  Finance, the Federal Board 
of  Revenue (FBR) and the State Bank of  Pakistan 
(SBP) are involved in the matter related to putting 
the ban on cryptocurrency, said the Minister, add-
ing that his Ministry was ready to provide techni-
cal assistance however on receiving clearance from 
these institutions.

It seemed that the government does not plan to 
introduce its own official digital currency to replace 
existing digital money. Instead, authorities intend 
to ban all forms of  crypto, with proposals on the 
table to block even the websites dealing in crypto-
currencies.

The SBP committee believes a clampdown is 
necessary because existing laws governing elec-
tronic crimes, foreign exchange remittances and 
anti-money laundering lack provisions for criminal-
izing the misuse of  cryptocurrencies.

Business leaders, blockchain experts and crypto 
influencers have countered the proposal for a digi-
tal currency regulatory framework. A blanket ban, 
they claim, would backfire badly and further dam-
age the economy, which is already in tatters.

Former president of  Karachi Chamber of  Com-
merce and Industry (KCCI) Majyd Aziz said that 
the government’s mindset of  imposing bans to deal 
with emerging risks was highly flawed. “The au-
thorities seldom figure out the outcome to analyze 
the risks and benefits of  such an action,” he said. 
“You cannot ban digital currencies before evaluat-
ing its impact on the huge investments people made 
in the digital economy.

“In my opinion, there is an imperative need for 
an International Cryptocurrency Regulatory Au-
thority that could run the crypto-related activities in 
the country. We do not need to ban crypto because 
the people would still invest in digital currency de-
spite a ban,” Majyd added.

At the same time, he echoed regulators’ con-
cerns in warning, “Greed and lust for fast bucks 
always result in big-time losses and I pray that cryp-
tocurrency investment may not become another 
Ponzi scheme.”

WaqarZaka, a prominent crypto influencer with 
related online platforms with over four million fol-
lowers, recently tweeted, “There are minds who are 
claiming that 20 billion dollars {had} left Pakistan 
because of  Crypto, incorrect. When there is Hundi 
{system in place}, why {would} anyone want to be 
on {the} FATF radar? By the way, Facebook {and} 
YouTube ads are dragging out more dollars from a 
country where a majority still have no idea about 
crypto.”

Federation of  Pakistan Chamber of  Commerce 
& Industry (FPCCI) estimates total cryptocurrency 
investments in Pakistan at US$20 billion or more 

than the country’s total foreign currency reserves 
now held by the central bank.

An FPCCI policy brief, compiled in late De-
cember, underscored the risks endemic in the lack 
of  crypto-related legislation and other digital assets 
in the country. It also noted Pakistan’s trading and 
lending partners such as China and the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) have both warned unreg-
ulated blockchain technology is susceptible to mon-
ey laundering and other digital crimes.

The report also noted that the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF), an intergovernmental body 
that fights money-laundering globally, has called 
on Pakistani authorities to better regulate its crypto 

industry, as most investors currently use a peer-to-
peer (P2P) crypto investment mechanism that ren-
ders crypto assets almost undetectable.

Chainalysis, a blockchain data platform that 
provides data, software, services and research anal-
ysis, reported in October last year that Pakistan re-
corded 711percent growth in crypto-related invest-
ments during the 2020-21 fiscal year, even higher 
than India’s explosive 641percent growth.

The robust growth in digital currency holdings 

has made Pakistan one of  the most robust crypto 
markets outside of  Europe and the United States, 
with Chainalysis ranking the country third on its 
Global Crypto Adoption Index for the year 2021.

Chainalysis opined that Pakistan’s actual cryp-
to holdings could be even higher than the official 
estimates because many citizens purchase bitcoin 
through P2P deals, which mostly remain undocu-
mented.

China, Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Iraq, 
Qatar, Oman, Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia have 
all already banned crypto transactions, while 42 
other countries, including Algeria, Bahrain, Boliv-
ia, India and Pakistan have implicitly banned dig-
ital currencies by restricting banks and cryptocur-
rency exchanges from dealing in the digital assets.

In 2018, Pakistan’s central bank declared that it 
had not authorized or licensed any individual or en-
tity for the issuance, sale, purchase, exchange, or in-
vestment in virtual currencies like bitcoin and oth-
ers. Digital currencies, SBP said at the time, were 
not a legal tender issued under the bank’s guarantee.

The SBP not only prevented banks from pro-
cessing, using, trading, holding, transferring value, 
promoting and investing in virtual currencies but 
also advised them not to facilitate their account 
holders’ cryptocurrency transactions. Now, that 
regulatory noose will likely tighten into an outright 
crypto ban.

Chainalysis opined that Pakistan’s actual cryp-
to holdings could be even higher than the official 
estimates because many citizens purchase bitcoin 
through P2P deals, which mostly remain undocu-
mented. n
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SBP, IT Ministry lock 
horns over ban on 
cryptocurrency

Business leaders, blockchain 
experts and crypto influencers 
have countered a proposal for 
a digital currency regulatory 

framework

The Minister said that as a policy the Ministry of Information 
Technology and Telecommunication opposes any such ban, 
which impeded the development process. With respect to 
cryptocurrency, matters could be discussed but without 
involving the IT Ministry directly thereina



P
akistan has further slipped by 16 places on 
Corruption Perception Index (CPI) com-
pared to 2020, says a report of the global an-
ti-corruption watchdog, Transparency Inter-

national (TI). According to the TI report, Pakistan’s 
global ranking has fallen 16 places to 140 from 124 
out of 180 countries, which means corruption in this 
country has further increased. The TI report said the 
CPI index, which ranks 180 countries and territories 
by their perceived levels of public sector corruption 
according to experts and the business people, uses a 
scale of zero to 100, where zero is highly corrupt and 
100 is very clean. Transparency International Paki-
stan Vice-Chair Justice (retired) Nasira Iqbal said in 
her comments carried in the media reports “The ab-
sence of rule of law and state capture has resulted in 
substantial low CPI 2021 score of Pakistan compared 
to CPI 2020, from 31/100 to 28/100 and rank from 
124/180 to 140/180, whereas there is no change in 
CPI 2021 scores of India and Bangladesh from CPI 
2020.”

Chair of Transparency International Delia Fer-
reira Rubio, said: “Human rights are not simply a 
nice-to-have in the fight against corruption. Ensuring 
people can speak freely and work collectively to hold 
power to account is the only sustainable route to a 
corruption-free society.” Under the PTI government, 
the ranking of Pakistan has gradually gone down. 

According to the TI previous reports of 2019, Paki-
stan was at 120 out of 180 countries, and in 2020, 
it was 124 and in 2021 it further worsened to 140. 
In 2018, during the PML-N government, the ranking 
of Pakistan was 117 out of 180 countries, which was 
much better than the current ranking.

In the report, TI noted countries that violate hu-
man rights, law, and civil liberties consistently score 
lower on the CPI. The re-
port says “complacency in 
fighting corruption exacer-
bates human rights abuses 
and undermines democracy, 
setting off  a vicious spiral.” 

It says “as these rights 
and freedoms erode and 
democracy declines, author-
itarianism takes its place, 
contributing to even higher 
levels of corruption.”

TI also listed top coun-
tries globally with an excellent record of corrup-
tion-free practices termed as top-performing coun-
tries. These countries in Europe were Denmark, 
Finland, and New Zealand (in Asia pacific) all having 
a corruption perception score of 88 points followed 
by Norway (Europe), Singapore (Asia), and Sweden 
(Europe), all of  them scored 85 points. 

The TI said the worst-performing countries were 
South Sudan with a corruption perception score of  
11, followed by Syria (13), Somalia (13, Venezu-
ela (14), and Afghanistan (16). The latest report of  
transparency was discussed in the federal cabinet 
meeting. The cabinet was informed that the indica-
tors of TI about Pakistan are not based on financial 
corruption rather on the basis of political corruption 
and violations of the rule of law. According to the 
sources, the Prime Minister said the Criminal Justice 
System reforms approved by the Cabinet would lead 
to the rule of law in the country. Meanwhile, Many 
Pakistanis slammed Prime Minister Imran Khan for 
“maintaining its downward trajectory” on the TI In-
dex and called him “Corruption King Imran Khan”, 
while others trend #CorruPTIon on Twitter. Users 
also shared videos of Khan quoting this very index to 
criticise the PML(N) government and “promote his 
anti-corruption mantra.”

While one user shared Imran Khan’s clip with 
the caption, “2021 Corruption Perception Index. 
Pakistan rank 140/180 #SaafChaliShafafChali-
TahreekeInsaafChali”, another said, “Imran Khan 
used to show Transparency International reports to 
mock the PPP and the PML-N rule to promote his 
anti-corruption mantra. Now, under his watch, Pa-
kistan has climbed up corruption index 16 ladders 
and reached 140 Index.” Sherry Rehman said that 
Transparency International Corruption Perception 
Index (CPI) ranking is a chargesheet against the in-
cumbent government. The PPP leader said that the 
government’s accountability drive is only to target po-
litical opponents; however, the report has exposed the 
corruption of PTI, she added. ShahidKhaqanAbbasi 
also said that all the thieves are sitting in Federal Cabi-
net. Talking to media persons, the PML-N leader said 
that every ministry of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  
(PTI) government is facing scandals worth billions 
of rupees. The country has come to the 140th slot 
in Transparency International’s corruption index, he 
added.ShahidKhaqanAbbasi further said that suf-
fering already the people of Pakistan have now got 
afraid of PM Imran Khan’s new ‘threats.’ Earlier, the 
PML-N-leader alleged the PTI of embezzlement in 
22 bank accounts. He claimed that PM Imran Khan 
committed corruption by establishing two compa-
nies abroad. Shehbaz Sharif  said that Transparency 
International has testified for the second time that 
the incumbent government is a ‘thief ’. Leader of the 
Opposition Shehbaz Sharif  said in a statement that 
it is unfortunate that Pakistan has slipped 16 notches 
further in the corruption index. Corruption is increas-
ing rapidly under Imran Niazi and the whole world 
is now saying that Prime Minister Imran Khan is a 
thief, he added. Lauding last tenure of the PML-N, 
Shehbaz Sharif  said that under Nawaz Sharif ’s hon-
est and competent leadership, corruption in Pakistan 
declined as good governance, transparency and legal 
reforms of PML-N improved the ranking of Pakistan 
in the corruption index by 23 places and country’s 
image improved in the world. It merits mention that 
Pakistan has slipped by 16 points on the internation-
al Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) and stands 
at 140th position in comparison to 124th position in 
2020. The Berlin-based non-profit releases the Cor-
ruption Perceptions Index (CPI) every year, ranking 

180 countries and territories 
by their perceived levels of  
public sector corruption ac-
cording to experts and busi-
ness people. Pakistan lost 
16 positions in 2021 com-
pared to 2020 and 20 po-
sitions compared to 2019. 
In 2020, Pakistan ranked 
124th on the global corrup-
tion list and 120 in 2019.

In neighboring coun-
tries, the corruption score 

of  India and Nepal remained unchanged; howev-
er,Iran is down by one position Malaysia by five. 
On the other hand, Afghanistan declined by 9 and 
Turkey’s by 10 positions. Denmark, Finland and 
New Zealand topped the index this year, with 88 
points each. South Sudan, Syria, Somalia and are at 
the bottom of the chart. n

TI reports show 
Pakistan performing 
poor on curbing 
corruption

It merits mention that Pakistan 
has slipped by 16 points on the 

international Corruption 
Perceptions Index (CPI) and 

stands at 140th position in 
comparison to 124th position 

in 2020

The TI said the worst-performing countries were South Sudan 
with a corruption perception score of 11, followed by Syria (13), 
Somalia (13, Venezuela (14), and Afghanistan (16). The latest 
report of transparency was discussed in the Federal Cabinet 
meeting. The Cabinet was informed that the indicators of TI 
about Pakistan are not based on financial corruption rather on 
political corruption and violations of the rule of law

17

SOCIAL    |    FLARE REPORT

FACEBOOK.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL     |      TWITTER.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEPK         |        JANUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 15, 2022 



A
t present about 
20,000 civil 
servants are 
holding dual 

nationality in Pakistan, 
and they are set to face 
the music as the upcom-
ing amendment will bar 
the dual nationality hold-
ers to stay in public offic-
es. However, before that 
measure is adopted, the 
dual nationality holder 
top civil servants will be 
given the opportunity to 
surrender the national of  
the other country.   

This development sur-
faced in a meeting of  the 
Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Cabinet Secre-
tariat when the National 
Assembly (NA) body dis-
cussed the ‘The Civil Ser-
vants (Amendment) Bill, 
2021’ moved by Senator 
AfnanUllah Khan in Jan-
uary last.

The Pakistan Citizen-
ship Act 1951 explicitly al-
lows a citizen of  Pakistan 
to hold dual nationality. 
Its section 14(3) expressly 
allows dual citizenship to 
Pakistani nationals.

Acquiring dual na-
tionality through honest 
means is neither a crime 
nor does it downgrade 
anyone to the status of  
a second-class citizen. 
Some however seem to 
think that the moment 
one takes the oath of  alle-
giance with another coun-
try, his or her privileges 
and rights as a Pakistani 
somehow automatically 
diminish.

Dual nationality does 
not make anyone a lesser 
or inferior Pakistani than 
those with single nation-
ality. A report submitted 
to the Supreme Court on 
dual nationality revealed 
that more than 22,000 top 
government officers are dual nationals. According 
to the report, 11,000 officers belong to the depart-
ment of  police and bureaucracy.

The bureaucrats holding dual nationality are 
working in the divisions of  Interior, Power, Avia-
tion, Establishment, and Finance, and in the min-
istries of  Petroleum, Commerce,, Information, and 
Pakistan Railways.

The Committee was informed that the proposed 
amendment in the law will bar civil servants from 
holding dual nationality. Hence, the bureaucrats 
having dual nationality will be given a certain dead-
line to relinquish their foreign nationality.

Ali Mohammad Khan, Minister of  State for 
Parliamentary Affairs said in the meeting that gov-
ernment servants should not hold dual nationality 
during service because a person with the nationali-
ty of  two countries cannot be loyal to Pakistan.

Establishment Secretary Afzal Latif  said this 
upcoming condition would affect a large number 
of  civil servants, and the viewpoint of  the Interior 
Ministry must be obtained before taking the final 
decision on the amendment.

Chairman of  the Committee RanaMaqbool Ah-
mad, therefore, directed the Cabinet Division and 
Interior secretaries to ensure their presence in the 
next meeting to share their views on the amend-
ment under discussion.

Why question was not raised to the dual nation-

ality of  highly qualified professionals like doctors, 
engineers, scientists, or teachers? Why do we not 
argue about merit? Is it because there is nothing to 
bother about competency or merits?

Pakistanis with dual nationality have legitimate 
grievances that they are discriminated against, their 
status as dual national is used to suspect their loy-
alties and hateful propaganda spread against them.

The former CJ of  Pakistan Justice SaqibNisar 
went on a witch-hunt and ordered lists of  federal 
and provincial officers holding dual nationality. 
Highly skilled professionals were needlessly ma-
ligned in the media after the CJ action.

Failing to find anything in the law against dual 
nationality, Justice SaqibNisar praised Pakistanis 

with dual nationality for 
their services. He none-
theless still opined that 
“the issue of  dual nation-
ality does raise concerns 
regarding loyalty.” How-
ever, in the public eyes, 
the remarks were found 
whimsical, biased, and 
not rooted in evidence or 
law.

It was heartening then 
to see Justice Minallah 
unequivocally settling 
the question with the Su-
preme Court subsequently 
upholding his judgment.

There have been talks 
about giving overseas Pa-
kistanis the right to vote 
in elections. The right to 
vote must be granted if  the 
credibility of  the balloting 
process can be ensured.

The right to vote is a 
smaller issue though. The 
bar on dual nationals for 
contesting elections is dis-
criminatory and the gov-
ernment must introduce 
legislation to repeal it.

The argument that 
dual nationality holders 
should not be allowed to 
sit in Parliament because 
of  ‘divided loyalties’ is 
condescending and abso-
lutely without merit.

The majority of  prob-
lems confronting the 
country since its inception 
in 1947 have been caused 
not by dual nationality 
holders but by those with 
single nationality. How 
are the single nationality 
holders sitting in Parlia-
ment can be termed bet-
ter Pakistanis than dual 
nationality holders in any 
sense? Is there any yard-
stick or objective evidence 
to that effect?

A Pakistani with dual 
nationality in all probabil-
ity would never leak sen-
sitive information as they 

know the importance of  such matters. Even if  it is 
somehow accepted that dual nationality holders are 
not to be trusted with classified information, they 
can be excluded from the membership of  sensitive 
committees. Even more absurd is the case of  mem-
bership of  the provincial assemblies. That forums 
almost never discuss classified matters relating to 
national security. How does national security get 
compromised when health policy or a municipal 
sanitation scheme is being debated?

Pakistanis with dual nationality do not ask for 
any privilege different from those with single na-
tionality only. They just want to be treated at par. 
The hateful propaganda against them must be 
stopped. It is not the first-generation expatriate Pa-
kistanis but the second and third, and fourth that 
are the most fervent supporters and the best ambas-
sadors for Pakistan around the world.

One only needs to look at cricket grounds in 
England how enthusiastically they act whenever 
Pakistan is playing. The majority of  the most en-
thusiastic Pakistani supporters are those Pakistanis 
that might not ever even have visited Pakistan. 
They may not speak Urdu, yet they chant “Pakistan 
Zindabad” most loudly.

Pakistani expatriates may not have unlimited 
resources, but they most certainly have unlimited 
love for the motherland. Treat them as equal and 
no lesser Pakistani than others. n
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Axe may fall on 
dual-national baboos

This development surfaced in a 
meeting of the Senate Standing 

Committee on Cabinet Secretar-
iat when the National Assembly 

(NA) body discussed the ‘The 
Civil Servants (Amendment) Bill, 

2021,’ moved by Senator 
AfnanUllah Khan in January last

A report submitted to the Supreme Court on dual nationality 
revealed that more than 22,000 top government officers are 

dual nationals. According to the report, 11,000 officers belong 
to the department of police and bureaucracy





A
cknowledging the commitment to im-
prove the lives and livelihood of  wom-
en through technology, the Overseas 
Investors Chamber of  Commerce and 

Industry (OICCI) awarded Jazz with the ‘Driving 
Change Beyond Workplace’ award at the Women 
Empowerment Awards 2021 held at a local hotel 
in Karachi recently. Abdul Aleem, Secretary-Gen-
eral, OICCI presented the award to Wajida Leclerc, 
Chief  People Officer, Jazz.

Jazz is dedicated to enhancing diversity and 
women’s empowerment within its business model 
in addition to focussing on uplifting women in soci-
ety through the internet. Women-specific products 
and services are designed to help address many of  
the wider gender inequalities by digitally enabling 
them to access health, financial, and other life-en-
hancing services. The company’s digital financial 
service, JazzCash, under the GSMA Connected 

Women Commitment Initiative, has committed it-
self  to increasing the proportion of  women in their 
mobile money customer base by 2023. In addition, 
all its sustainability programmes ensure 50percent 
of  women participation ranging from urban to rural 
areas so that women can lead the change.

“Inclusivity being at the heart of  all our policies, 
we have always paved the way for gender equali-
ty within the organization as well as the society at 
large. This recognition further validates our holistic 
approach towards empowering women internally 
and externally and renews our vigour as we move 
forward in our journey of  creating a digitally inclu-
sive ecosystem in Pakistan,” said Wajida Leclerc, 
Chief  People Officer, Jazz.

Jazz is an equal opportunity employer and is 
creating and nurturing an inclusive and empower-
ing culture. It’s one of  the first telecom companies 
with a high female representation in its executive 

leadership. Not only does the company promote 
gender diversity in its work environment it also has 
programmes focused entirely on attracting and fa-
cilitating the female gender including the most re-
cent ‘She’s Back - Women Returnship Program’ for 
women looking to return to work following a ca-
reer break. Jazz is among the few early adopters in 
Pakistan to fully commit itself  to the Women Em-
powerment Principles, introduced by UN Women 
and the UN Global Compact that focus on steering 
corporates to promote gender equality and women 
empowerment.

Champions of  Change Coalition, a globally rec-
ognized, high-profile coalition working to achieve 
change on gender equality issues recently welcomed 
Jazz CEO Aamir Ibrahim as the coalition’s member 
aiming to accelerate progress in creating more in-
clusive and progressive organizations in Pakistan.

OICCI has also honouredMobilink Microfi-
nance Bank Ltd (MMBL), Pakistan’s largest dig-
ital bank, with their prestigious Gender Balance 
Workforce Award at the 4th edition of  the OICCI 
Women Empowerment Awards 2021. The Awards 
recognize the efforts made by OICCI members 
through initiatives, leadership programmes, and 
willingness to incorporate D&I across all tiers of  
business while promoting responsible business con-
duct and growth. OICCI is the foremost body of  
foreign investors in Pakistan. 

While speaking on the occasion, GhazanfarAz-
zam, President & CEO MMBL said: “This award is 
a validation of  the hard work being carried out by 
MMBL in trying to create equal opportunities for 
everyone, especially women and Persons with Dis-
abilities (PWDs) in the country. MMBL has stra-
tegically designed a series of  flagship programmes, 
initiatives, and products including Mobi Circle, 
Bint-e-Hawwa, Humqadam, and Women Inspira-
tional Network (WIN) that focus on removing soci-
etal and financial barriers to achieving D&I across 
the board. We are proud of  the work we are doing 
and remain committed to maintaining the same 
momentum going forward.”

To drive positive change across the banking 
sector and create a truly diverse and inclusive en-
vironment in Pakistan, MMBL recently launched a 
9-point agenda for Financial Inclusion, which high-
lights policy recommendations in the areas of  D&I, 
along with other key domains, to help unify the ef-

forts of  policymakers, regulators, and stakeholders 
in reducing the financial divide and accelerating in-
clusive economic development in the country.

Commenting on the achievement, Samiha Ali 
Zahid, Chief  Human Resource Officer MMBL 
said: “We are humbled by this recognition and 
the honour conferred on MMBL by OICCI. This 
award highlights the breadth and ambition of  
MMBL’s D&I initiatives and its capacity to achieve 
barrier-free digital financial services for all. Every 
product and service is unique and innovative- spe-
cially designed to uplift the economy, promote fi-
nancial literacy, and empower the unserved and 
underserved segments of  our society, particularly 
women. MMBL is committed to making further 
progress by bringing transformational changes in 
its banking ecosystem to continue serving its cus-
tomers with the latest digital products and services 
across Pakistan.”

The award underscores MMBL’s strong track 
record in promoting D&I not only within the or-
ganization but in the digital banking industry as 
well. The customer success stories created through 
the bank’s unique offerings are a testament to the 
empowerment initiatives it has undertaken to foster 
inclusivity across Pakistan.  n
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OICCI awards Jazz 
for empowering 
women in Pakistan

OICCI has also honoured 
MMBL with their prestigious 
Gender Balance Workforce 

Award at the 4th edition of the 
OICCI Women Empowerment 

Awards 2021

Jazz is dedicated to enhancing diversity and women’s 
empowerment within its business model in addition to 
focussing on uplifting women in society through the internet. 
It has designed women-specific products and services to help 
address many of the wider gender inequalities by digitally 
enabling them to access health, financial, and other life-
enhancing services



v
ivo has launched its V23 5G smartphone, 
a trailblazing smartphone with exceptional 
photography features for eye-popping por-
traits and selfies all packaged with trendset-

ting design and a high-performance 5G experience.
The V23 5G’s advanced50MP AF Portrait Sel-

fieand 8MP Super Wide-Angle Camera set new 
standards in camera performance and design ele-
gance. The exterior features a natural yet standout 
look and feel. The innovative exterior combines vi-
vo’s Metal FlatFrame design with a unique body 
surface using Color Changing Fluorite AG Design 
technology for an exceptionally soft feel and a 
special color-changing exterior that changes col-
or under direct sunlight. Demanding consumers, 
style-conscious trendsetters and high-performance 
photographers will find the V23 5G provides an 
ideal combination of  design elegance, premium 
photography features and 5G performance for 
gaming as well as mission-critical and resource-in-
tensive apps.

Elevating selfies, portraits and wide-angle shots:
The combination of  the 50MP AFPortrait Sel-

fie and 8MP Super Wide-Angle Camera in the 
front, deliver a range of  new features to meet the 
needs of  individuals who demand both style and 
functionality.

Consumers can now capture hyper-clear por-
traits with an all-new 50MP AFPortrait Selfie with 
a customized JNV sensor and Eye Autofocus. 
Amazing night portraits with the Dual-ToneSpot-
light and front camera’s AI Extreme Night Por-
trait mode allow for better shots in dark lighting. 
Stylized portraits are also maximized with the new 
Party Portrait feature to capture captivating party 
scenes and the Multi-Style Portrait feature for more 
fun ways to capture special moments.

Today, the V23 5G can capture super-wide 
views, even on the front camera, thus solving the 
pain point of  not being able to include everyone 
in a group selfie photo. The new Natural Portrait 
feature meets a diverse range of  selfie needs with its 
optional beautification features. AI algorithms can 
enhance face details, as well as dual-tone spotlight 
elements. Low-light night portraits are taken to the 
next level via the 8MP Super Wide-Angle Night 
Selfiemode that perfectly capture those atmospher-
ic night-time party moments.

Fun factor: 4K selfie videos and night mode 
features

The V23 5G also features a 4K Selfie Video 
where the user can shoot videos with the highest 
definition. Support for 4K selfie videos means us-
ers can now also record videos more easily and 
enjoy greater flexibility when editing. The triple 
rear camera module consisting of  a 64MP GW1 
Super-Sensing Camera, an 8MP wide-angle cam-
era and a 2MP macro camera supports Super 
Night Mode to deliver unmatched performance 
in the dark. Super clear picture quality is further 
enhanced with the Bokeh Flare Portrait feature 

for both front and rear cameras. In addition, the 
dual-camera bokeh effect for the V23 5G’s front 
camera allows users to achieve the highly-desired 
professional ‘background blur’ in still images—a 
prized feature that eludes most single-camera tech-
nology in the industry today.

Ideal for style gurus: 
The V23 5G is designed to deliver a unique 

look and feel with a diverse appeal to suit multi-
ple styles, all within a 7.39mm ultra-slim body and 
one-piece Metal Flat Frame that creates the perfect 
fit in the hand. The design is complemented by Flu-
orite AG Glass to provide a super fine and textured 
feel that is soft to touch yet resistant to fingerprints. 
The sleek look is enhanced by the color-changing 
surface, Color Changing Fluorite AG Design, to 
reflect diverse and expressive individuals in appear-
ance and mood, from warm comforting hues to 
cool, sharp tones.

Smooth user experience:
Finally, the V23 5G features new hardware 

upgrades to deliver industry-leading performance 
across all usage scenarios. The smartphone delivers 
flagship-level performance via the MediaTekDi-
mensity 920 processor, allowing vivo to continue 
its track record of  delivering a premium experience, 
fast app startup and installation speeds, plus du-
al-mode 5G standby.

Gamers can enjoy a super-smooth performance 
with a 90Hz refresh rate display, Extended RAM 
2.0, a Liquid Cooling System and Ultra Game 
Mode for optimal gameplay. The new V23 5G also 
features a 44W Flash Chargecapability that can 
power up the super-slim 4200mAh(TYP) battery 
quickly and efficiently. The all-new vivo V23 5G, 
with these astonishing features, is available for sale 
from February 22, 2022. n

vivo launches trailblazing V23 5G 
smartphone with exceptional features

The combination of the 50MP 
AFPortrait Selfie and 8MP 

Super Wide-Angle Camera in 
the front, deliver a range of new 

features to meet the needs of 
individuals who demand both 

style and functionality

The V23 5G is crafted for self-expression with an industry-leading front camera for amazing 
portraits, super-wide angle selfies plus an elegant color-changing exterior with 5G dual mode
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T
he country’s leading telecom and ICT ser-
vices provider, Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Company Limited (PTCL), has posted 
a 7percent growth in its revenue, owing to a 

robust commercial strategy that cemented its market 
standing. The company has announced its annual fi-
nancial results for the year 2021 at its Board of Direc-
tors’ meeting on February 10, 2022.

PTCL Group: 
PTCL Group posted a revenue of Rs138 billion in 

the year 2021 which is 6.3percent higher as compared 
to 2020. PTCL maintained its growth trajectory by 
posting 7percent YoY revenue growth which is the 
highest since 2013. PTML (Ufone) also posted reve-
nue growth of 4.3percent despite stiff  competition in 
the market. UBank continued its growth momentum 
and achieved 8.4percent growth in revenue.  PTCL 
Group has posted a net profit of Rs 2.6 billion.

PTCL: 
PTCL continued its strong performance through-

out 2021. PTCL’s revenue of Rs 77 billion for the year 
2021, which is 7percent higher than 2020, is main-
ly driven by Broadband and Corporate & Whole-
sale business segments. PTCL registered the highest 
Fixed broadband Sales and Net Adds in 2021 since 
2015, which allowed PTCL to grow in the broad-
band business segment. PTCL is the fastest-growing 
Fiber-To-The-Home (FTTH) operator with the high-
est Net adds within the FTTH market in 2021. The 
company has posted an operating profit of Rs4.2 bil-
lion, which is higher by 21percent compared to 2020. 
Net profit of Rs6.9 billion is higher by 14percent as 
compared to the last year.  The company is contin-
uously upgrading its existing infrastructure and net-
work, besides expanding FTTH across the country 
to offer seamless connectivity for a greater customer 
experience. Prompt deployment of FTTH and strong 
performance in Corporate and Wholesale segments 
are the cornerstone of PTCL’s topline growth, which 
along with a focus on cost optimization program, has 
significantly increased the company’s profitability. 

PTCL Consumer Business:
In 2021, the company’s Fixed Broadband busi-

ness grew by 11.7percent YoY, whereas the PTCL 
IPTV segment also grew by 13percent YoY. With-
in the broadband business, PTCL Flash Fiber, the 
company’s groundbreaking FTTH service, showed 

a tremendous growth of 61.5percent, whereas PTCL 
CharJi /Wireless Broadband Segment grew by 
16.5percent. Voice revenue stream has declined on ac-
count of lower voice traffic and continued conversion 
of customers to Over-The-Top (OTT) services. 

Business Services:
The business services segment continued its mo-

mentum sustaining market leadership in IP Band-
width, Cloud, Data Center, and other ICT services 
segments. PTCL’s Enterprise business grew by 10per-
cent as compared to the last year, while Carrier and 
Wholesale business kept up its growth momentum 
and achieved 9percent overall revenue growth. Sim-
ilarly, international business growth was recorded at 
4percent. Being the national telecom carrier and con-
nectivity backbone in Pakistan, PTCL Group strives 

to provide innovative solutions to accelerate growth 
for a ‘Digital Pakistan’ through robust telecommuni-
cation infrastructure and a diverse portfolio of ser-
vices with enhanced customer experience. 

PTML – Ufone:
Ufone’s financial year 2021 ended on a high note 

despite a challenging operating environment. Ufone 
revenues grew by 4.3percent as compared to 2020 
mainly driven by growth in data services. Ufone ac-
quired an additional 9 MHz 4G spectrum in the 1800 
MHz Band in NGMS spectrum auction in September 
2021, fulfilling its commitment to provide enhanced 
customer experience through quality services across 
Pakistan. Post spectrum auction, significant network 
modernization activity was carried out in Q4 2021 
that has allowed Ufone to significantly improve its 
share of the 4G net adds within the industry.  PTCL 
Group is playing a key role in supporting Universal 

Service Fund’s (USF) efforts for the development 
of telecommunication services in un-served and un-
der-served areas of the country. This year, PTCL was 
awarded seven USF optical fiber projects for far-flung 
areas of Punjab, KPK, and Sindh provinces. Under 
these projects, PTCL will deploy a total of 4,690km 
optical fiber. Ufone was awarded five USF projects 
under the Broadband for Sustainable Development 
(BSD) umbrella during 2021 for the unserved and 
under-served areas of Baluchistan which involve de-
ployment and network upgrade of 205 BTS sites.

UBank:
UBank, the microfinance and branchless banking 

subsidiary of PTCL, continued its growth trajectory 
and has achieved 8.4percent growth in its revenue over 
the last year by increasing its advanced portfolio. The 
balance sheet footing of the bank crossed the Rs100 
billion mark as the bank diversified its funding streams 
and asset classes while ensuring a positive bottom-line 
impact.  Major strategic initiatives undertaken by the 
bank include venturing into low-cost housing loans, 
international remittance, and the launch of Islamic 
Banking. The bank intends to invest in state-of-the-art 
technology to become a leading digital banking play-
er. With the core mission of microfinance at its heart, 
the business model of the bank is evolving to capture 
new segments and customer classes to include more 
of Pakistan into the banking network and further its 
ambition of financial and social inclusion.

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR):
In 2021, PTCL ran the second cohort of its flag-

ship internship program ‘Justuju’ for Persons with 
Disabilities (PWDs) in collaboration with ‘Net-
work of  Organizations Working with Persons with 
Disabilities, Pakistan’ (NOWPDP). PTCL provid-
ed internet connectivity to 11 campuses of  the Peh-
liKiran Schools, Islamabad, in an effort to support 
the Education Sector in Pakistan. PTCL Razakaar 
and the company’s employee volunteer force un-
dertook a comprehensive clothes donation drive in 
partnership with Akhuwat Clothes Bank for deserv-
ing communities across Pakistan.  ShaukatKhanum 
Memorial Cancer Hospital and Research Centre 
(SKMCH&RC) recognized the PTCL Razakaar 
Trust for its generous donation towards augment-
ing COVID-19 testing facilities of  the center during 
the peak of  the pandemic in 2020. n
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PTCL posts highest revenue 
growth since 2013

Ufone acquired an additional 9 
MHz 4G spectrum in the 1800 
MHz Band in NGMS spectrum 

auction in September 2021, 
fulfilling its commitment to 

provide an enhanced customer 
experience through quality 

services across Pakistan

PTCL Group posted revenue of Rs138 billion in the year 2021 which is 6.3percent higher as 
compared to 2020. PTCL maintained its growth trajectory by posting 7percent YoY revenue 
growth which is the highest since 2013
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V
EON Group CEO, KaanTerzioğlu in-
augurated the Jazz Digital Park (JDP) 
that has been established with an invest-
ment of  over $8 million. Located in Is-

lamabad, JDP will accelerate the country’s digital 
transformation ambition by significantly improv-
ing the existing level of  IT services being provided 
to various sectors.

With a current capacity of  more than 300 
racks, expandable up to 450 racks, and a 3-mega-
watt power infrastructure, JDP is Pakistan’s largest 
Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) 
Tier-III certified data center in terms of  white 
space and power capacity. Jazz will utilize this 
digital park to offer secure IT infrastructure and 
hardware hosting facilities to businesses as well as 

local startups. JDP will also be hosting the new 
cloud platform about to be launched by Jazz. The 

onshore cloud will be a significant step forward 

in ensuring that data created in Pakistan is hosted 
within the country. 

Speaking at the inauguration, KaanTerzioğlu 
said, “Utilizing our leadership position in Paki-
stan and global expertise, we are focused on cre-
ating a flourishing digital ecosystem in Pakistan. 
Jazz Digital Park will serve as a key enabler of  
our digital operator strategy and is in line with our 

mission to simplify digital infrastructure challeng-
es for local and regional enterprises.”

According to Aamir Ibrahim, CEO, Jazz, 
“Since the pandemic and the subsequent acceler-
ation to digital platforms, businesses across vari-
ous sectors are re-assessing their cloud adoption 
strategies and cloud readiness. The Jazz Digital 
Park represents a milestone for the country’s ICT 
industry as it is expected to simplify the digital in-
frastructure challenges local businesses face. This 
facility is at the heart of  our business strategy and 

validates our commitment to our customers as they 
continue their digital transformation journey.”

Jazz also plans to facilitate the Pakistani start-
up ecosystem by offering cloud credits under its 
premium startup accelerator program Jazz xlr8 at 
the National Incubation Center. The cloud infra-

structure is not only expected to reduce the entry 
barrier for upcoming Pakistani startups, but is also 
expected to enable existing startups to accelerate 
their scaling up programs. Jazz Digital Park pro-
vides one of  the largest IT capacities, enabling 
businesses, including service providers to co-locate 
their critical IT infrastructure. It is equipped with 
four-directional fiber connectivity, 100 per cent. 
redundancy for all power and cooling systems, a 
Bus Trunking System, a VESDA smoke detecting 
system, and a Performance Optimized Data Cen-
ter solution to reduce its carbon footprint. These 
state-of-the-art features fulfill all operational re-
quirements for a business, including 24/7 custom-
er service, security, and system backups. n

VEON Group CEO opens 
$8milion Jazz Digital 
Park in Islamabad 

According to Aamir Ibrahim, 
CEO, Jazz, “Since the pandemic 
and the subsequent acceleration 

to digital platforms, businesses 
across various sectors are re-as-

sessing their cloud adoption 
strategies and cloud readiness

KaanTerzioğlu said utilizing our leadership position in Pakistan 
and global expertise, we are focused on creating a flourishing 
digital ecosystem in Pakistan. Jazz Digital Park will serve as a 
key enabler of our digital operator strategy and is in line with 
our mission to simplify digital infrastructure challenges for 
local and regional enterprises
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F
rom a 15-year student to a middle-aged 
MNC professional, PUBG has become an 
addiction wherein all are tied together to 
achieve one objective. It’s not just a game, 

but a trend that everyone wants to adopt. PUBG fever 
is all over the place!

When the question how addictive PUBG is, then 
the answer may reach the extreme ends of your imag-
inative possibilities. It is not just a game but an ad-
diction. Yes, that’s right! This is one game that peo-
ple prefer to prioritize above everything, whether it’s 
work, studies, personal or social lives. So, have you 
ever taken a moment and thought about why PUBG 
is seductive in such a dangerous way? Are you strug-
gling with PUBG addiction when you can’t keep 
your hand off  your smartphone and lose your sleep 
after playing this game for endless hours?

In a recent painful event, a 14-year-old boy in La-
hore shot dead his entire family, including his mother 
and two sisters, allegedly “under the influence” of  
the online game, PUBG. The authorities detained the 
teenager, Zain Ali, for the murder of his mother, Na-
heed Mubarak (45); brotherTaimur Sultan (20); and 
sisters Mahnoor Fatima (15) and Jannat (10). The 
four were found dead in a room of their multi-storey 
home.

A police officer told local media that Ali, a PUBG 
fan who spent most of his time in his room playing 
the online game, had confessed to his crime.

“The PUBG addict boy confessed to having killed 
her mother and siblings under the influence of the 
game. He had developed some psychological issues 
because of spending long hours of the day playing 
the online game,” a police statement said.

The statement said Nahid often admonished the 

boy for not paying attention to his studies and spend-
ing most of his time playing PUBG. “On the day of  
the incident, Nahid scolded the boy over the matter. 
Later, the boy took out her mother’s pistol from a 
cupboard and shot her and his three siblings dead in 
their sleep.”

“Next morning, the boy raised an alarm and the 
neighbours called the police. The boy that time told 
police that he was on the upper storey of the house 
and did not know how his family was killed,” the 
statement said. Nahid had acquired the licensed pis-
tol for her family’s protection, the police said, adding 
that the weapon was yet to be recovered from a drain 
where the boy had dumped it.

According to a report, this is the fourth such 
crime related to PUBG in Lahore. When the first case 
surfaced in 2020, the police had recommended a ban 
on the game.

Three young players of the game have died by 
suicide in the last two years and the police in their re-
ports declared PUBG as the reason behind the death.

Now the Punjab police want the Federal and Pun-

jab governments to ban the online game. The police 
believe that the ban is important to stop the spread 
of violent behaviour in youngsters. “Youngsters ad-
dicted to the game often resort to violence to com-
plete ‘tasks’,” the police said. The game is all about 
survival of the fittest. At a time, 100 players enter the 
game simultaneously. The objective of the players is 
to survive till all of  their opponents are killed.

In July 2021, the Pakistan Telecommunications 
Authority (PTA) imposed a temporary ban on the 
game after three gamers died by suicide in Lahore.

The PTA said that the decision was made after 
it received “numerous complaints against PUBG 
wherein it is stated that the game is addictive, wastage 
of time and poses a serious negative impact on the 
physical and psychological health of children.”

However, it was unblocked months later after a 
meeting between the authority and lawyers of the 
Proximae Beta Pte Ltd, which runs the game in Pa-
kistan. Last year, a man reportedly influenced by 
PUBG and Ice (drugs) had shot dead several mem-
bers of his family in NawanKot. The officer said that 
police were taking this aspect into account also.

Suicide cases of youth had also been reported for 
playing PUBG in the provincial capital. In August 
2020, a 16-year-old from Ichhra had committed sui-
cide after being stopped by the family from playing 
the online game. In June the same year, a 20-year-old 
boy addict of this game took his own life in North 
Cantonment. During the period, a 16-year-old com-
mitted suicide in Wafaqi Colony. The Lahore Police 
have now written to the higher authorities to ban 
PUBG. Earlier, Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) had banned the game but it was later 
lifted. “The decision [to propose a ban on PUBG] has 
been taken so that the younger generation could be 
protected from their (online games’) harmful effects,” 
a spokesperson for Punjab Police said in a statement.

PUBG exposes children to a world of crime and 
negative thinking, a Indian top scientist has warned 
calling upon relevant quarters to ensure that online 
games, particularly for kids, comply with the best 
international standards, regulations, and practic-
es. Reports said a 22-year-old man addicted to the 

multi-player combat game allegedly committed sui-
cide at his home in MaharashtrasYavatmal district, 
while a boy, aged 14, killed himself  after a nightlong 
PUBG (PlayerUnknowns Battlegrounds) session in 
Kota in Rajasthan in May. Last year, a 15-year-old 
boy from Bhiwandi in Thane district of Maharashtra 
allegedly killed his elder brother for scolding him for 
playing PUBG on his mobile phone. Former chair-
man of Indian Space Research Organisation G Mad-
havan Nair said PUBG does more harm than good. It 
exposes children to a world of crime and war. It does 
not enhance the skill or intellectual capability of play-
ers, especially children. It exposes them to all kinds of  
negative thinking, Nair said. It is a chance game with 
a tendency to play until victory, he added seeking a 
ban on this hazardous game.  n
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PUBG: a killer in the 
guise of a game

In a recent painful event, a 
14-year-old boy in Lahore shot 

dead his entire family, including 
his mother and two sisters,

allegedly “under the influence” 
of the online game, PUBG

Now the Punjab police want the Federal and the Punjab 
governments to ban the online game. The police believe the ban 
is important to stop the spread of violent behaviour among the 
youngsters. The youngsters addicted to the game often resort 
to violence to complete ‘tasks’ 
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D
igital Rights Foundation, an organi-
zation working for creating awareness 
among women about digital security 
has, since last year, received more than 

4,000 complaints relating to the crime against wom-
en. Of  this sum, over 1,600 complaints exclusively 
related to uploading porn material against women 
on social media. The offenders put this material on 
social media to victimize and avenge the women 
just to satisfy their ego and make money disregard-
ing what consequences would come to the victim 
women. 

One of  such victims on the condition of  ano-
nymity told the Foundation that when she was just 
a novice in the use of  social media sites, she hap-
pened to develop intimacy with a man which later 
turned into friendship. As their frankness increased, 
she shared her certain objectionable pictures with 
the man without realizing how they would become 
an exploiting tool in the hand of  that male. After 
some time their friendship broke down and she 
abandoned contact with the man.

She said after some months, she came to know 
that the man has posted her pictures on the porn 
website without her permission but to harass and 
blackmail her. The woman got very puzzled and 
mentally upset as she did not know how to check 
the former friend from posting her pictures and de-
leting the already posted ones. The lady said she 
was highly agonized by this act of  that man. She 
said her pictures got so viral that she became scared 
that anyone related her on seeing these pictures 
might cause her ignominy and disrepute. Over and 
above she was consternated at the thought that any 
person rival to her could even go the extra miles to 
cause her disrepute and malign her in public by fur-
ther passing the photos to others.

A lady officer of  the investigation agency while 
highlighted an alarming increase in the number of  
cases wherein pictures of  the women were upload-
ed on the social media without their permission 
and found a majority of  the victim women who did 
not prefer their cases going for litigation before the 
court of  law and the blackmailers are duly punished 
under the law. However, these women did want re-
dressal of  the problem so that their relations and 
family do not know what has happened and what 
blunder they committed due to their ignorance and 
lack of  awareness. Among them, a section of  victim 
women did not have the resources to fight the legal 
battle and take the culprits to task.

The offence of  putting objectionable pictures of  
women on social media is such grave that in many 
cases women had lost their engagements and nik-
kah, in others, they were divorced while in some 
cases, they fell into such enormous depression that 
they tended to commit suicide. The Digital Rights 
Foundation is doing its best to save life and repu-
tation of  such girls and women and help them out 
against exploitation and blackmailing that went 
unabated due to their shyness and fear. The Foun-

dation is also sensitizing the women on the means 
where they can protect themselves digitally on so-
cial media against the misuse of  their privacy and 
private matters. The Organization is also providing 
counselling and treatment to the ladies who out of  
anxiety and depression are prone to extreme steps 
in addition to giving them legal help and protection.

Executive Director Helpline of  the Foundation 
said that the law of  the land has prescribed pun-
ishment of  seven years jail for revenge porn which 
however comes about after a lengthy and tedious 
procedure. The Director said firstly the problem is, 
not many of  the victim women prefer to take their 
case to the court of  law. The Director said there are 

many hiccups that a victim faces after the FIA gets 
their complaints registered. The problem is that the 
victim’s case goes through the prosecution but she 
remains under fear whether her privacy and respect 
will be protected through the legal course known 
to the authorities and the court of  law and wheth-
er her case is protected against hitting banner lines 
on social media and that the material she produced 
as evidence is in safe hands from being passed on 
to others and will not be consigned to the record 
where the public has access to it.

It is worth noticing that well-known media ce-
lebrity QandeelBaloch was murdered in 2016 after 
her bold videos had hit social media. Her murder 
had triggered a debate on ensuring the safety of  
the women on media and for that end, legislation 
was also carried out by the parliament. Notwith-
standing that the number of  revenge porn cases on 
women victimization has been on the rise. This has 
made the women who reach social media, more in-
secure and unsafe. For this, among many reasons 
the two main are, the absence of  agreements with 
the technology companies for sharing the required 
and relevant data and secondly, the presence of  gov-
ernment offices to registered complaints and take 
action only in 17 cities of  the country against the 
population of  220million with over 50percent con-
stituted by the women.

The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) has 
been entrusted with the authority to deal with of-
fences under discussion. When a question was put 
to an officer of  the Agency to as what steps have 
been taken to prevent the porn revenge incidents 
and why their graph is going up constantly, he re-
plied it was due to ignorance and lack of  knowledge 
by the people. The officer said the offence is punish-

able with seven years’ imprisonment and in light of  
the tangible evidence, the offender cannot get bail 
even at the Supreme Court level. “The law is quite 
stringent but the problem is a majority of  the people 
are not aware of  it,” he observed. 

He said due punishment to the perpetrators is 
a must to curb this heinous crime. He said the gov-
ernment was doing and investing much to ensure 
the safety of  the women and their privacy on so-
cial media and for that purpose, the laboratories of  
the Agency have also been upgraded. To a question 
on the nature of  cases, he said under section 21 of  
the state law, women are independent. He said the 
women exercise their right in this respect and in 
that course the male develop ‘illicit’ relations with 
them and the male make their pictures and private 
material public when the ties sever for any reason. 

He said the well-educated people are also in-
volved in this practice adding, in 99percent of  cases 
the cell phone of  the women is not hacked rather 
they send the pictures to their friends by choice. 
However, in some cases, pictures are manipulated 

and tampered with but the number of  such cases 
is quite little. He said the Agency has deputed 25 
women and 75 male officers to investigate revenge 
porn crimes while at every CCRC police station, a 
17-grade Stress Counselling officer for the comfort 
and mitigate the stress of  the victim women has 
been appointed. He said this officer is PhD with 
a job to psychologically console the victim and re-
lease her stress. He said in some cases the victims 
groused against them when they become highly de-
pressed and dismayed. As to the accused, he said, 
in some cases, they get bail relief  but in other cas-
es, the victim women are persecuted and harassed 
through different means by the accused when he 
fails to get bail after months of  arrest. He said our 
social structure is such that the victim and her fam-
ily cannot escape pressure from the accused. To a 
question, he said sometimes the Agency sorts out 
complicated cases even without knowledge of  the 
victim women. At the same, the officer pointed out 
the lengthy procedure of  trial of  the cases adding, it 
is the constitution and law of  the land which require 
a fair trial to the accused before his conviction. He 
said a trial takes one to two years to complete.

He said when the Prevention of  Electronic 
Crime Act (PECA) was introduced in 2016, the 
Agency did not have even the basic structure by 
2018. But within two years not only the structure 
was set up and made operational but Agency also 
got up to 28 culprits convicted under the law just in 
two years. He said concrete evidence is required to 
lead the case to the conviction of  the accused while 
failing to proceed if  the victim woman steps back 
from the case and goes for its withdrawal. In that 
eventuality, the Agency has no help to carry on with 
the matter. He said in most of  the cases the women 
fail to withstand repeated appearances before the 
court, heavy fees to the lawyers and complex ques-
tions during the cross-examination. n 29
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pictures of the women were 

uploaded on the social media 
without their permission and 
found a majority of the victim 

women who did not prefer their 
cases going for litigation before 

the court of law and the 
blackmailers are duly punished 

under the law



A 
Muslim woman wearing a hijab in 
southern India’s Karnataka state has 
been hailed for braving threats and 
heckling by a Hindu far-right mob out-

side a college, as protests intensified over a ban on 
Islamic headgear in the educational institutes that 
has outraged Muslim students in the South Asian 
country.

In a video posted online by campaigners, Mus-
kan Khan is seen parking her two-wheeler outside 
a college in the city of  Mandya before she is heck-
led by Hindu members of  a right-wing group with 
“Jai Sri Ram” (Hail Lord Ram) chants. 

The girl reacts by raising her hand and shouting 
back: “Allahu Akbar” (Allah is the Greatest).

Muskan Khan, who stood up to a mob of  saf-
fron scarf-clad men, later told NDTV –– a local TV 
channel –– she “was not worried about facing them 
alone and that she would keep fighting for her right 
to wear the hijab.”

“I have always worn the hijab in college,” she 
said, adding the school never had issues with her 
clothes and it’s “the outsiders” who have stirred the 
controversy in the province ruled by PM Narendra-
Modi’s right-wing BharatiyaJanata Party (or BJP).

Immediately after the video went viral, Khan 
was called “lioness”, “hero”, “brave”, and “coura-
geous” on social media.

“How brave these men are and how macho they 
must feel while targeting a lone young lady! Hatred 
for Muslims has been completely mainstreamed 
and normalised in India today,” said ex-chief  min-
ister of  India-administered Kashmir, Omar Abdul-
lah, while commenting on the video in a tweet.

Bollywood actor Richa Chadha slammed the 
mob and tweeted in support of  the woman.

“Raise your sons better! A bunch of  ugly, cow-
ards attacking a lone woman in a pack and feeling 
proud of  it? WHAT LOSERS! Shameful. They’ll 
be jobless, more frustrated and penniless in a few 
years. What poor upbringing! No sympathy, no re-
demption for them. I spit on your kind (sic),” she 
wrote.

Aakar Patel, who is the Chair for Amnesty In-
ternational India, wrote on Twitter, “Shekhar and 
I have written a thousand columns each none of  
which amounted to or achieved what that woman 
did today,” referring to Shekhar Gupta, founder of  
news website The Print, whose editorial over the 
hijab ban drew widespread flak.

Global rights champion MalalaYousafzai called 
the hijab ban for students “horrifying”, adding, 
“Objectification of  women persists – for wearing 
less or more. Indian leaders must stop the margin-
alisation of  Muslim women.”

Meanwhile, authorities in the state shut schools. 
The stand-off  in Karnataka state has galvanised 

fears among the minority community about what 
they say is increasing persecution under the Hindu 
nationalist government of  PM Modi.

Fresh demonstrations saw officers fire tear gas 
to disperse a crowd at one government-run cam-
pus, while a heavy police presence was seen at 
schools in nearby towns. 

Chief  Minister BasavarajBommai appealed for 
calm after announcing all high schools in the state 
would be closed for three days.

Students at a government-run high school were 
told not to wear hijabs last month, an edict that 
soon spread to other educational institutions in the 
state.

“All of  a sudden they are saying you are not 
supposed to wear hijab... why did they start now?” 
said Ayesha, a teenage student at the Mahatma 
Gandhi Memorial College in the coastal city of  
Udupi. 

Ayesha said a teacher had turned her away from 
her chemistry exam for wearing the headscarf.”We 
are not against any religion. We are not protesting 
against anyone. It is just for our own rights,” she 
told AFP news agency.

Fellow student Amrut, standing nearby among 
a crowd of  Hindu boys wearing saffron shawls, 
said the dispute had unfairly prevented him from 
attending class. 

“We had... requested them not to wear hijab,” 

he said. “But today they are wearing hijab. They 
are not allowing us to go inside.”

“What we are witnessing is a form of  religious 
apartheid. The decree is discriminatory and it dis-
proportionately affects Muslim women,” said A H 
Almas, an 18-year-old student who has been part 
of  the weeks-long protests.

Critics say Modi’s election in 2014 emboldened 
hardline groups who see India as a Hindu nation 
and are seeking to undermine its secular founda-
tions at the expense of  its 200 million-strong mi-
nority and 14 percent Muslim community.

Opposition parties and critics accuse the BJP 
government at the federal and state level of  dis-
criminating against religious minorities and run-
ning the risk of  stoking violence. 

Modi has defended his record and says his eco-
nomic and social policies benefit all Indians.

A case filed by one of  the students, who said 
in her petition that wearing the hijab was a funda-
mental right to religion guaranteed by the consti-
tution, was heard in the Karnataka High Court in 
state capital Bengaluru on February 8.

While no final order was passed, the judge ap-
pealed for peace and calm and will continue hear-
ing the petition, one of  the lawyers for the petition-
er told Reuters news agency. 

For many Muslim women, the hijab is part of  
their Islamic faith. It has for decades been a source 
of  controversy in some Western countries, particu-
larly in France, which in 2004 banned it from being 
worn in public schools. 

But in India, where Muslims make up almost 14 
percent of  the country’s near 1.4 billion people, it is 
neither banned nor is it restricted in public places.

In fact, women wearing hijab are a common 
sight in India, and for many of  them, it symbo-
lises religious identity and is a matter of  personal 
choice. n
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Muslim student widely 
hailed for braving
far-right Hindu mob 
on hijab issue 

In a video posted online by 
campaigners, Muskan Khan is 
seen parking her two-wheeler 
outside a college in the city of 

Mandya before she is heckled by 
Hindu members of a right-wing 
group with “Jai Sri Ram” (Hail 

Lord Ram) chants.

Social media has hailed Muskan Khan, a Muslim student, for 
confronting members of a far-right group outside a college 
in southern Karnataka state, as protests against the ban on 
wearing hijab by the Muslim girls widened in the country 
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W
ith the continuously changing tech 
world, we saw dozens of  companies 
coming forward in 2021 claiming to 
be the best. One of  the top brands 

is TECNO Mobile, a leading Chinese smartphone 
brand that brought some hot-selling phones to the 
market last year.

TECNO has been working to bring forward doz-
ens of  user-friendly smartphones that are equipped 
with the latest technology and are economical ac-
cording to its consumer base in Pakistan. Starting 
the year 2021 with the sparkling sales of  Spark 7 Pro, 
TECNO sold 5132 devices in only one hour of  the 
phone launch. This was a big number as compared 
to any other competitor in the market. With this, 
TECNO and the hashtag #Spark7Pro were also top 
trending on Google trends and Twitter. 

With its next campaign, TECNO brought 
something amazing for the fans. The Clearest Sel-
fieCamon 17 series brought forward two amazing 
camera phones – Camon 17 Pro and Camon 17. 

The phones sold like hotcakes for having features of  
an unparalleled 48MP Clearest Selfie Camera and 
a 64MP Ultra Quad Rear Camera with exception-
al quality to take next-level pictures. Moreover, the 
announcement of  Chris Evans as the Global Brand 
Ambassador for this series gave TECNO another 
boost on social media, with praises from fans all over 
the world. 

Along with this, the series brought an amazing 
sales turnout for the brand along with its Born to 

Stand out Campaign showcasing some outstanding 
stories from high achieving young people of  Pakistan 
to inspire the youth. The Fashion Shoot for Camon 
17 series was also a factor for the fame. Later, the 
amazing campaigns like the Photowalk to Khunjer-
ab Pass, an adventure for the fans to experience the 
camera phone first-handedly added to the product’s 
sale and success.

Another hit from TECNO was the announce-
ment of  its first flagship premium phone in Pakistan 
– +. With its first 6.67” FHD+ AMOLED Borderless 
Screen, Ultra-Thin In-display Fingerprint, aestheti-

cally designed body, and much more, the phone was 
sold in no time with its limited stock. On the other 
hand, the Battery King POVA 2 set new records for 
the brand with its immense popularity among gam-
ing enthusiasts. 

With the massive 7000mAh battery and power-
ful gaming processor, TECNO brought some very 
engaging activities for POVA 2. The Battery Endur-
ance Challenges for influencers such as Ducky Bhai, 
Laraib Khalid, KanwalZularnain, and Patangeer re-
ceived a huge hype on social media making it a huge 
success. Moreover, TECNO visited several univer-
sities to host PUBG Mobile Campus Activities for 
its POVA 2 campaign which engaged hundreds of  
students nationally. 

As the saying goes, good things should end well 
too. TECNO closed the year with the successful 
Camon 18 series campaign. The phones including 
Camon 18 Premier, 18P, and 18T sold hand to hand 
with the demands going up the sky. With the latest 
Gimbal Camera Technology, which offers steady 
and Anti-Shaky Videos, 60x Hyper Zoom, an incred-
ible 64MP back, and 32MP front camera, 120Hz 
AMOLED display, Helio G96 processor, 5000mAh 
battery, unlimited storage, and an aesthetic design, 

the 18 Premier took the TECNO users by a storm. 
The 18T with a 48MP front and back camera and 
Ahmad Ali Akbar and Sehar Khan as local ambas-
sadors, the phone soon reached the hype. 

What more could we have wished from TEC-
NO that it launched its Spark 8 Pro just before the 
Christmas. The perfect package phone came with 
some impressive features and sold a huge number. 
With such interactive campaigns and customer en-

gagement activities, TECNO has certainly reached 
another level of  hype. The dazzling products and 
embellished sales leave no doubt for it to be one of  
the Top-Selling brands in Pakistan and one of  the top 
market leaders soon. n
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TECNO fast 
dominating 
smartphones market 
in Pakistan

Moreover, the announcement of 
Chris Evans as the Global Brand 
Ambassador for this series gave 
TECNO another boost on social 
media, with praises from fans all 

over the world

TECNO has been working to bring forward dozens of user-
friendly smartphones that are equipped with the latest 
technology and are economical according to its consumer base 
in Pakistan. Starting the year 2021 with the sparkling sales of 
Spark 7 Pro, TECNO sold 5132 devices in only one hour of the 
phone launch





M
obilink Microfinance Bank Limited 
(MMBL) has become the first micro-
finance institution to secure member-
ship of  the Employers Federation of  

Pakistan (EFP), an apex body of  employers in Pa-
kistan that spearheads the private sector in matters 
of  employment, industrial relations, social and eco-
nomic policy. EFP is also a member of  the Interna-
tional Organization of  Employers (IOE) and with its 
virtue an important constituent of  the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), United Nations from 
Pakistan. The EFP membership was awarded to 
MMBL in recognition of  its efforts to promote finan-
cial inclusion for all especially enabling individual 
entrepreneurs as well as small and medium industries 
in the country, particularly the ones led by women. 
The EFP, while notifying about the membership, 
applauded the untiring efforts of  Mobilink Micro-
finance Bank towards scripting Pakistan’s financial 
growth and recognized its role in revolutionizing the 
traditional banking system. The bank has led the way 
in empowering all segments of  society, particularly 
women. Commenting on the achievement, Ghazan-
farAzzam, President and CEO, MMBL said: “We 
are ecstatic to be the first microfinance bank in the 
country to become a member of  EFP. The achieve-
ment comes as a validation of  the bank’s extraordi-
nary growth and innovation to lead the country’s 
microfinance industry while digitalizing its core pro-
cesses, hence creating an environment conducive to 
economic growth. MMBL, with its diverse portfolio, 
is not only committed to serving the financial needs 
of  individuals and Small and Medium-sized Enter-
prises (SMEs) but it is also focused on empowering 
women entrepreneurs through its flagship initiative, 
Women Inspirational Network (WIN). By becoming 
a member of  EFP, we intend to continue with our 
leading role in the digital banking landscape and fos-
ter economic empowerment for all.”

Also commenting on the development, Samiha 
Ali Zahid, Chief  Human Resources Officer (CHRO) 
MMBL, said: “MMBL is a market leader for women 
in finance and it is continuously striving to make Pa-
kistan more inclusive, both digitally and financially. 

We take great pride in being one of  the primary pil-
lars of  Pakistan’s digital banking ecosystem, where 
we play a vigorous role in women empowerment; 
be it through initiatives on financial management or 
training the female borrowers. This membership is a 
testament to our passion for promoting women em-
powerment at all fronts.” Giving his remark on the 
occasion, the President of  Employers’ Federation of  
Pakistan, Ismail Suttar said: “Employers’ Federation 
of  Pakistan welcomes MMBL as our valued mem-
ber as it upholds such integrity and values which 
are a major contributor in enhancing the image of  
Pakistan globally. To continuously work towards cre-

ating an environment that is progressive for women 
and encourage initiatives that not only benefit the 
economy but inspire the youth to have aspirations, 
MMBL has played a large role in facilitating aspects 
such as these. Therefore, EFP takes a great sense 
of  duty in showcasing the Government of  Pakistan 
and the international stakeholders the relevance of  
such associations. In the times to come, we greatly 
look upon such entities to further promote the soft 
image of  Pakistan, which our Federation also duly 
aims to acquire.” In the same context, and to high-
light the success stories on women empowerment in 
Pakistan, EFP hosted an event at Pakistan Pavilion, 
Dubai Expo 2020 on 11th February 2022 with the 

theme “Women of Pakistan; Leading a Change”.On 
the other hand, Mobilink Microfinance Bank Lim-
ited (MMBL) has introduced a customer-friendly 
account opening process to provide access to its dig-
ital banking services. In line with its strategic vision, 
prospective MMBL customers can just visit the bank 
website and go to account.mobilinkbank.com or get 
the MMBL Dost app. The digital account opening 
enables customers to apply for an MMBL account 
online, just by having an internet connection and a 
camera-enabled smartphone or computer.

Customers are provided convenience through 
friendly journeys, auto-filled forms, and real-time 
validation of  their information e.g. Computerized 
National Identity Card (CNIC) and mobile number, 
etc. Moreover, documents e.g. Live photo, ID, and 
Proof of  Income are kept safe, keeping in mind cus-
tomer security. Commenting on MMBL’s digital ini-
tiatives, President and CEO MMBL GhazanfarAz-
zam said: “MMBL recognizes the rapid growth in 
the adoption of  digital banking solutions. Keeping 
this in mind, the Bank is committed to strengthen-
ing the digital onboarding in the account opening 
process using KYC technology (the online process 
of  identifying and verifying individual customers) 
and improving the overall customer experience. By 
encouraging the application of  KYC technology for 
secure digital onboarding of  customers, MMBL is 
devoted to introducing innovative digital solutions, 
which will increase customer convenience, especially 
for those living in far-flung areas.”

MMBL’s Chief  Finance and Digital Officer 
Sardar Mohammad Abubakr said: “MMBL is dedi-
cated to delivering innovative and user-friendly digi-
tal services to promote financial inclusion for all, in 
Pakistan. This initiative enables customers to open 
an MMBL account in near real-time at their conve-
nience, just by using their smartphone or computer. 
In addition, the MMBL Dost app empowers them to 
fully manage their accounts on the go, from sending 
money to investing it. By leveraging on technology 
and using it as an equalizer, MMBL continues to 
provide convenient and secure digital banking solu-
tions for all its customers.” n
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MMBL first to get EFP membership

Mobilink Microfinance Bank 
Limited (MMBL) has introduced 

a customer-friendly account 
opening process to provide 
access to its digital banking 

services. In line with its 
strategic vision, prospective 

MMBL customers can just visit 
the bank website and go to 

account.mobilinkbank.com or 
get the MMBL Dost app

The EFP membership was awarded to MMBL in recognition of its efforts to promote financial 
inclusion for all especially enabling individual entrepreneurs as well as small and medium 
industries in the country, particularly the ones led by women. The EFP, while notifying about the 
membership, applauded untiring efforts made by Mobilink Microfinance Bank towards scripting 
Pakistan’s financial growth and recognized its role in revolutionizing the traditional banking 
system. It said the bank has led the way in empowering all segments of society, particularly women



E
tisalat has been ranked as the world’s 
strongest telecom brand and is the first 
in the Middle East and Africa (MEA) 
region to achieve this milestone recogni-

tion by Brand Finance, the world’s leading brand 
valuation authority. 

With a telecom portfolio of  well over US$ 12.5 
billion, Etisalat not only retained its AAA brand 
rating but also its position in MEA as the strongest 
brand across all categories and the most valuable 
brand portfolio.

Committed to customer value creation: 
Eng. HatemDowidar, CEO, Etisalat Group, 

said: “Our recognition as the world’s strongest 
telecom brand and the most valuable telecom 
brand portfolio in MEA underlines the success of  
our strategic initiatives to build a robust telecom 
infrastructure that creates added value for our 
customers wherever we serve. With our relentless 
focus on being customer-centric, we continue to 
push our horizons by investing in the next-genera-
tion technology that enhances our service offering 
and helps shape the digital future.”

He added: “In this digital-first era, our focus 
is to be agile to meet the evolving requirements 
of  our customers and deliver relevant and flexible 
services. Since our inception in 1976, we have been 
led by a vision to create a world-class telecom in-
frastructure that is central to economic progress.”

Astute brand leadership: 
Brand Finance also named Eng. HatemDow-

idar to the Elite List of  Brand Guardians glob-
ally, jumping four places compared to last year’s 
ranking. This recognizes the ground-breaking ini-
tiatives that he launched since he joined Etisalat 
in September 2015, which played a key role in 
propelling Etisalat’s business growth. Assuming 
the role of  Group CEO in 2020, he stewarded 
the company’s growth through the fast-changing 
telecom and technology landscape following the 
COVID-19 pandemic. His astute brand steward-
ship served as the foundation for enhancing Eti-

salat’s brand reputation as well as employee en-
gagement.

David Haigh, Chairman and CEO, Brand Fi-
nance, said: “Guided by the vision to ‘drive the 
digital future to empower societies’, Etisalat is the 
world’s strongest telecoms brand of  2022, while 
retaining its status as the strongest brand in the 
Middle East and Africa for the second consecutive 
year. Etisalat’s brand focuses on togetherness and 
plays its part by providing a first-class telecoms 
infrastructure across its footprint. The exceptional 
rollout of  5G technology has also meant that the 
Etisalat Group’s portfolio of  brands is the most 
valuable amongst telecoms organisations in the 
Middle East.”

Attributing the success to his team at Etisalat, 
Dowidar added: “Our significant brand value 
growth is the result of  the contributions and ded-
ication of  our employees across all the markets 
where we operate. Alongside our partners, they are 
the cornerstones of  our efforts to be a digital-first 
company that isfuture-ready, while upholding our 
vision to empower societies, and turn challenges 
into opportunities.” 

Path-breaking achievements:
Etisalat’s robust fibre-optic infrastructure en-

hances the customer experiences across all busi-
ness operations. Etisalat raised the benchmark as 
the world’s fastest network by delivering the best 
5G experience at Expo 2020 Dubai as its official 
telecommunication and digital services partner, 
surpassing the expectations of  millions of  visitors. 
Etisalat has built a dedicated network for Expo 
2020, which is the first 5G commercial site in 
MENA with more than 8,000 Wi-Fi access points, 
8,500 mobile access points, and 700 km of  fibre-
optic cable. 

Etisalat has leveraged its 46 years of  telecoms 
experience and its investment in telecom infra-
structure to enable the progress of  the people and 
business alike, in addition to supporting vital sec-
tors such as healthcare and education, especially 
following the pandemic. 

Empowering the digital future 
As the telecom sector continues to evolve at 

breakneck speed, Dowidaris focused on strength-
ening Etisalat’s strategic role in empowering the 
communities it serves in global markets. “Our 
proven ability to deliver seamless connectivity is 
our differentiating strength. We are fully equipped 
to unlock the potential of  digital technologies to 
drive digital transformation at all levels – from the 
government to business to individuals.  Our recog-
nition as the world’s leading telecom brand further 
fuels our ambition to expand to new geographies 
and build innovative partnerships, underpinning 
Etisalat as a brand that makes a positive differ-
ence.”

Etisalat’s digital arm has already made great 
strides in its digital B2B services, particularly in 
cybersecurity, the Internet of  Things (IoT), and 
cloud connectivity. Help Ag, Etisalat Enterprise 
Digital’s cybersecurity arm, protects customers 
against identity theft and serves as an effective dig-
ital transformation vehicle.

Brand Finance is the world’s leading indepen-
dent branded business valuation and strategy au-
thority. Founded in 1996 and headquartered in the 

City of  London, it aims to ‘bridge the gap between 
marketing and finance.’ Brand Finance evaluates 
over 5,000 brands across all sectors and geogra-
phies every year. The 500 most valuable brands are 
included in the Brand Finance Global 500 report.

Earlier, Brand Finance also declared PTCL, 
an Etisalat subsidiary and the leading telecom op-
erator in Pakistan as the fastest growing brand in 
Pakistan at a special ceremony held in Barcelona 
during the Mobile World Congress 2018. n

Etisalat the strongest 
telecom brand in 
world

David Haigh, Chairman and 
CEO, Brand Finance, said: 

“Guided by the vision to ‘drive 
the digital future to empower 

societies’, Etisalat is the world’s 
strongest telecoms brand of 

2022, while retaining its status 
as the strongest brand in the 

Middle East and Africa for the 
second consecutive year

With a telecom portfolio of well over US$ 12.5 billion, Etisalat 
not only retained its AAA brand rating but also its position in 
MEA as the strongest brand across all categories and the most 
valuable brand portfolio
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A
s TikTok, the Chinese video-sharing 
social network app has become excep-
tionally popular in recent years, the app 
is making inroads into Pakistan’s crick-

eting world.
Sarfaraz Ahmed, Quetta Gladiator’s skipper, 

formally joined TikTok on January 27, and 1.9 mil-
lion users viewed his first 10-second intro in just 48 
hours.

The verified ‘sarfaraz.ahmed54’ account has 
89.4 thousand followers.

Fast bowler Hasan Ali is the most popular Pa-
kistani cricketer among musical-obsessed youth 
on TikTok. His official account ‘ha55an32ali’ has 
2.2 m followers on TikTok while his videos have 
received 20m likes. 

His video, ‘Kachabadam’ make us laugh show-
ing him dancing with fellow cricketers Muhammad 
Wasim, Faheem Ashraf, and Musa Khan has been 
viewed 8.5million times on TikTok, besides receiv-
ing 752.6k likes.

Pakistani all-rounder Shadab Khan is the sec-
ond on the list of  most TikTok followers. He has 
1.8 m followers while his videos have 16.3 m views.

Pakistani batter Umar Akmal regularly posts his 
videos on TikTok. He has 722.2k followers on this 
app while his videos have received 4.7m likes.

Other Pakistani cricketers with TikTok accounts 
include Shah Nawaz Dahani, Imran Khan senior, 
Muhammad Amir, SohaibMaqsood, Iftikhar 
Ahmed, Shadab Khan, Usman Qadir, Sajid Khan, 
FakharZaman and Muhammad Wasim, Musa 
Khan, AamirYamin, SameenAfridi, Usama Mir, 
Muhammad Hasnain, Sohail Akhtar and Waqas-
Maqsood.

This year, the official anthem of  the HBL Paki-
stan Super League (PSL) 7 was released on TikTok. 
The Chinese video-sharing app has also signed an 
agreement with Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) to 
become the official Entertaining Partner of  PCB for 
the seventh and eighth editions of  PSL.

PSL uses its official account, ‘thepsl’ for import-
ant announcements regarding the seventh edition 
of  the tournament. The PSL franchises, including 
Islamabad United, Karachi Kings, Multan Sultan, 
Peshawar Zalmi and Quetta Gladiators, have their 
official TikTok accounts. Peshawar Zalmi is the 
most popular franchise with 124.1 K followers.

Umar Akmal is a Pakistani cricketer who played 
for Pakistan national cricket team between 2009 and 

2019. He has been banned by the Pakistan Cricket 
Board for eighteen months for not disclosing offers 
related to spot-fixing. Umar Akmal has been quite 
active on TikTok. 

Umar Akmal has posted a new TikTok Video 
on a cheesy Bollywood song. After his new TikTok 
video, netizens shared hilarious reactions on social 
media. 

Hassan Ali is the world-famous fast bowler of  
the Pakistan cricket team. Hassan Ali tied the knot 
with SamiyaArzoo in Dubai in August 2019. Sami-

ya hails from India. 
Cricketer Yasir Shah’s picture with Lahore 

based TikTok star Alizeh Shah has gone viral.
Earlier a case was registered against test cricket-

er Yasir Shah to accuse him of  abetment in a rape. 
The FIR was lodged by the aunt of  the 14-year-old 
victim, stating that the cricketer’s friend is also in-
volved in this heinous act.

The FIR stated that a woman along with her 
niece, who is a matric student, went to a gathering 
in Lahore that was hosted by Yasir Shah, who, she 
claims to be acquainted with. She said that a couple 
of  months after she returned, the niece seemed ‘un-
well and disturbed.’

“After repeatedly questioning her about it,” the 
complainant said, “she indicated that at Yasir’s res-
idence, his friend Farhan got her phone number and 
claimed to be her friend after talking to her a few 
times.”

She further claimed that Farhan, a friend of  
Yasir Shah, forced the girl to talk to Yasir over 
WhatsApp. “On August 14, when she returned 
from tuition, Farhan forced her into a taxi and 
drove her to a flat in F-11,” according to the aunt.

Farhan sexually assaulted the girl at gunpoint, 
according to the FIR, and told her not to tell any-
one. He also made Yasir threaten the girl, claim-
ing that as an international and well-known cricket 
player, he has had the power to do anything.

SaniaMirza and Shoaib Malik are super amaz-

ing and famous for their amazing skills in tennis 
and cricket respectively. The two hearts fell for each 
other and married in 2010. SaniaMirza and Shoaib 
Malik make an adorable couple. This cross-bor-
der love soon became hot favourite of  the masses. 
The beautiful couple is blessed with a son named 
Izhaan. These stunning human beings have been 
together for the past 11 years.

It is noted that in September 2021, social video 
app TikTok reported 1 billion monthly active users 
worldwide, representing a 45percent growth com-
pared to the previously reported figure of  689 mil-
lion MAU in July 2020. TikTok is one of  the biggest 
social networks worldwide. 

Short-video sharing app TikTok, ranked the 
third most downloaded app in Pakistan in 2021 
even though it remained blocked in the country for 
almost five months due to “immoral and indecent” 
content.

Many times, the government banned TikTok 
but lift the ban on assurances of  the popular vid-
eo-sharing platform to control “immoral/indecent 
content” after nearly a five-month suspension.

Subsequent to the imposition of  the ban on 20 
July 2021, PTA remained in communications with 
the TikTok management. As a result of  continuous 
engagement, senior management of  the platform 
assured PTA of  its commitment to take necessary 
measures to control unlawful content in accordance 
with local laws and societal norms. n
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TikTok taking Pak 
cricketers’ popularity 
to new heights

PSL uses its official account, 
‘thepsl’ for important announce-

ments regarding the seventh 
edition of the tournament. The 

PSL franchises including 
Islamabad United, Karachi 

Kings, Multan Sultan, Peshawar 
Zalmi and Quetta Gladiators 
have their official TikTok ac-

counts. Peshawar Zalmi is the 
most popular franchise with 

124.1 K followers

This year, the official anthem of the HBL Pakistan Super League 
(PSL) 7 was released on TikTok. The Chinese video-sharing 
app has also signed an agreement with Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) to become the official Entertaining Partner of PCB for 
the seventh and eighth editions of the PSL





T
urkey’s tourism revenues increased by 
103percent on an annual basis to $24.48 
billion, according to official data released 
recently which reflects a recovery from 

the initial wave of  the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020.
The figure for last year fell short of  the all-time 

high of  $34.5 billion set in 2019, before the out-
break of  the pandemic, the Turkish Statistical In-
stitute (TÜİK) data showed.

Turkey welcomed 29.4 million visitors last 
year which recorded an increase of  85.5percent 
compared to 2020, but down from 51.9 million in 
2019.

Average tourism expenditures per capita stood 
at $1,029 in 2021, up from $926 in 2020.

In the fourth quarter of  2021, tourism revenues 
rose 95percent to $7.63 billion, only 3percent be-
low the level in October-December 2019.

In the same period, while individual expendi-
tures constituted $5.88 billion of  the total tourism 
income, $1.74 billion of  tourism income was ob-
tained by package tour expenditures.

The data showed that visitors spent the most 
on food and beverages (nearly $5.4 billion), as well 
as on purchasing clothes and shoes ($3.2 billion), 
last year.

In this year, while foreign visitors visited Tur-
key mostly for ‘travel, entertainment, sportive 
and cultural activities’ with 71.4percent, Turkish 
citizens residing abroad came back to their home 
country mostly to see their relatives and friends, 
it said.

Separately, the Culture and Tourism Ministry 
also announced that visits by foreign tourists to 
Turkey had surged 94percent annually, from 24.7 
million in 2020.

Istanbul remained the top tourist destination in 
the country with over 9 million arrivals, account-
ing for 36.5percent of  all foreign visitors in 2021.

The Mediterranean resort city of  Antalya fol-
lowed with 8.7 million foreign visitors last year.

The third top destination was the northwestern 
province of  Edirne, which borders both Bulgaria 
and Greece, welcoming some 2.6 million foreign-
ers. As for the nationalities of  foreign visitors, 
Russia took first place with 19percent - some 5 
million visitors - over the same period, followed by 
Germany (12.5percent or 3.1 million) and Ukraine 
(8.3percent or 2.1 million).

Tourism revenues are vital for the country’s 
current account balance and to keep the value of  
the Turkish Lira stable.

In November 2021, the Turkish government 
announced a shift to a current account surplus as 
a centrepiece of  its new economic policy, which is 
based on low-interest rates and stronger exports.

Turkey aims to generate $35 billion in tourism 
revenues in 2022, Culture and Tourism Minister 
Mehmet NuriErsoy has said, noting that early hol-
iday reservations are already strong.

“2019 was a very good year when Turkey wel-
comed nearly 51.7 million foreign tourists and rev-
enues amounted to $34.5 billion. However, amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic, foreign tourist arrivals 
and revenues declined to 16 million people and 
$12 billion, respectively, in 2020,” Ersoy said in a 
televised interview on January, 13. n
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Turkish tourism revenue up by 
103pc despite Covid hiccup

In the fourth quarter of 2021, 
tourism revenues rose 

95percent to $7.63 billion, only 
3percent below the level in 
October-December 2019

In this year, while foreign visitors visited Turkey mostly for ‘travel, entertainment, sportive and 
cultural ‘activities’ with 71.4percent, Turkish citizens residing abroad came to their home country 
mostly to see their relatives and friends





W
ork on thousands of industrial, agri-
cultural, and residential solar power 
projects has been halted across Paki-
stan following the withdrawal of ex-

emption from 17 percent sales tax and the imposition 
of 3 percent additional sales tax on import of solar 
power equipment, announced recently in mini-bud-
get.  

This was stated by the founder member of the Pa-
kistan Solar Association (PSA) and former chairman 
Muhammad Farhan in a meeting with the vice-chair-
man, Pakistan Industrial and Traders Association 
Front (PIAF) Javed Siddiqi. Endorsing the stance of  
PSA to condemn the imposition of a 17 percent tax 
on solar equipment, the PIAF vice chairman said the 
move will hit the objectives envisaged in the Alternate 
and Renewable Energy Policy.

Javed Siddiqi said that the cost of setting up solar 
power projects in Pakistan has been increased by al-
most 20 percent after the government withdrew tax 
exemptions on the import of solar panels and related 
equipment through the mini-budget. It has led to halt-
ing work on thousands of solar power projects in the 
country, he added. 

The PIAF vice-chairman said that the solar and 
wind power plants are the only alternative solution 
against the rising prices of electricity, gas, and petrol 
and the increasing environmental pollution in the 

country. He said the fossil fuel-based power plants 
require costly imported diesel and oil while the instal-
lation of the solar system is required one-time invest-
ment which provides continuous benefits for more 
than 25 years without additional expenses. 

Former chairman PSA Muhammad Farhan said 
that the imposition of a 17 percent tax on solar ener-
gy equipment will weaken the efforts for the promo-
tion of alternative energy sources in the country. 

He said at a time when the world is setting targets 
for a zero-carbon economy, supporting the trade of  
green products, and imposing penalties on the high 
carbon sector, the government’s decision to impose 
a tax on solar energy equipment does not suit as a 
favourable idea for its own sustainability. 

Ex- chairman PSA said that the country needs to 
increase exports and earn foreign exchange. Howev-
er, solar energy is becoming costly due to increased 
taxes, thus pushing up the production cost to compete 
on the international market. 

He said that there is a dire need for the promo-
tion of alternative energy sources to control the high 
import bill of  oil and diesel. He said that the solar 
equipment are imported one time and generate ener-
gy proportionate to the life of the equipment while on 
the other hand import of oil has to be imported reg-
ularly to produce electricity through thermal means. 

The end of tax exemptions may appear as a major 

impediment in the way of implementing the govern-
ment’s vision of “Clean and Green Pakistan”. Earli-
er, the government had set the target of increasing the 
share of renewable energy (solar and wind power) in 
total electricity generation to 30 percent (equivalent 
to 24,000MW) by 2030. 

Some 1,200 containers of solar panels and related 
equipment have reached Karachi ports, mostly from 
China, he noted. The government should clear the 
equipment without charging taxes since orders were 
placed a couple of months before the new tax mea-
sures were implemented, he emphasised. The gov-
ernment should restore tax exemptions on the import 
of solar equipment in the best national interest or it 
should give importers at least six months to get ready 
for tax payments, he maintained.  

No doubt, Pakistan has immense potential for 
generating electricity through solar power. Almost 
all parts of the South Asian country are dry and hot, 
barring a few areas in the northwest.

However, the country currently only produces a 
meager 1.16 percent of its electricity through solar 
power and 64 percent with fossil fuels. Other elec-
tricity sources include hydropower at 27 percent and 
nuclear at 5 percent. Renewable energy sources count 
for only 4 percent of the total electricity production.

Despite being located in a region severely affected 
by climate change, Pakistan continues to invest in 
environmentally unfriendly methods of  power pro-
duction.

Last year, the government of Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan promised that Pakistan would produce 60 
percent of its electricity from renewable sources by 
2030. This would require Pakistan to install around 
24,000 megawatts of solar and wind power capacity 
by 2030, up from the current just over 1,500 mega-
watts. Environmentalists have said that building solar 
power is well within the nation’s capabilities if  there is 
enough political will to support development.

Hassan Abbas, an environmentalist, said that Pa-
kistan could conceivably generate more than 2,900 
gigawatts of solar power capacity. For reference, 1 
gigawatt could power 110 million LED lights, accord-
ing to the US Department of Energy.

“There are influential bureaucrats, policymakers, 
and hydropower lobbies that are against solar ener-
gy,” said Abbas.  “An outdated solar system installed 
in Punjab by China lent credence to the claims of  

skeptics who assert solar would not work in Paki-
stan,” he added. Environmentalist Abbas said that 
although the government should not dismantle ex-
isting plants, it should not make new investments 
in environmentally unfriendly power projects.

Pakistan still suffers from power shortages 
caused by shaky transmission infrastructure, and 
localized solar power projects could be a solution, 
he observed. n
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Tax burden on solar 
parts to badly hit at 
alternative source of 
energy

Pakistan has immense potential 
for generating electricity through 

solar power. Almost all parts of 
the South Asian country are dry 
and hot, barring a few areas in 

the northwest

Former chairman PSA, Muhammad Farhan said that the 
imposition of a 17 percent tax on solar energy equipment will 
weaken the efforts for the promotion of alternative energy 
sources in the country





I
t is not a new mega corruption incident but one 
of  the scores already appeared in the society 
which the government failed to take to the log-
ical end by way of  recovering the money and 

punishing the culprits. In this particular incident, 
FIA has arrested MumtazHasan, founder of  Hascol 
Petroleum Limited (HPL) in a Rs54 billion scam in-
volving bank loans.

A total of  30 suspects, including present and for-
mer top officials of  the National Bank of  Pakistan 
(NBP), HPL, and other organisations, have been 
booked in the case and efforts are underway to arrest 
the other suspects. It is the government’s responsi-
bility to arrest and punish the culprits and recover 
the entire money. According to the FIA, the scam is 
one of  the biggest in the history of  Pakistan where-
in financial fraud has been committed by the HPC 
in connivance with the NBP’s top management and 
other commercial banks. The top bankers would 
also be investigated in this mega scam.

From 2015 to 2020, the National Bank of  Paki-
stan provided financial facilities to the company of  
the accused in violation of  prudent banking laws, 
practices, which all amounted to a sheer criminal 
breach of  trust as they caused wrongful loss to the 
NBP/national exchequer and wrongful gain to 
HPL. The NBP’s share of  granting loans to the HPL 
in this scam stood at Rs18 billion of  the total Rs 54 
billion allegedly illegally given by all banks.

According to FIA officials, the credit line of  
Hascol Petroleum Limited (HPL) was increased by 
NBP presidents and credit group officials from Rs2 
billion to Rs18 billion against weak securities.

The NBP’s credit heads, ReemaAthar and Mr. 
Kazmi, were the main suspects in this financial scan-
dal. Ms. Athar was a director at the Clover Pvt Ltd, 
a company owned by Saleem Butt, a co-accused, 
who also served as director board of  the Fossils En-
ergy, a subsidiary of  the company owned by Saleem 
Butt. The NBP opened fake letters of  credit (LCs) to 
the tune of  Rs95 billion for Hascol in favour of  Byco 
petroleum. An FIA official said the role played by 
Byco (now named Cnergyico) will be investigated in 
a separate inquiry on the criminal side.

“No fuel was underlying for this quantum of  LC 
and these were opened only to increase the liquidity 
in Hascol,” said the FIA director.

Apart from the NBP, several other banks opened 
non-product LCs to the tune of  Rs54bn to facilitate 
Hascol. “Hascol and another company Vitol (ex-
clusive supplier of  POL products to HPL) through 
over-invoicing transferred $42 million illegally out-
side Pakistan,” said Mr. Farooqi of  the FIA.

He alleged that “Hascol siphoned off  funds 
through fake contractors to the tune of  Rs117 mil-
lion.” In addition to possible money laundering, the 
FIA is also looking into the possibility of  tax eva-
sion by Hascol which is up to Rs5bn.

According to the FIA documents, HPL was in-
corporated by MumtazHasan as a private limited 
company in 2001 for the procurement, storage, and 
marketing of  local/imported petroleum products, 
chemicals and, LPG. It was converted into a public 
utilised company in 2007 and listed on the Pakistan 
Stock Exchange in 2014. The HPL’s first significant 
borrowing started with Summit Bank in 2009, but 
the NBP entered the scene in 2014 when this bank 
gave it a Rs2bn “in response to HPL’s request ad-
dressed to Ms. ReemaAthar who was moved from 
Pak-Iran Investment Company (PIIC) to the NBP 
as its SVP (senior vice president). Undoubtedly, cor-
ruption is a universal phenomenon that is present in 
almost every country in varying forms and degrees. 
As for Pakistan corruption has assumed the form of  
a chronic malady. 

Its roots date back to the colonial period when 
the British awarded lands and titles to their loyalists, 
which led to nepotism and corruption.

Two significant crises played a fundamental role 
in the genesis of  corruption in this part of  the world: 
defence-related purchases during and after World 
War II and the allotment of  evacuee property after 
the partition of  the Indian subcontinent. 

The nationalisation policy of  the 1970s created 
new opportunities for corruption and gave birth to 
a new breed of  corrupt government officers, lasting 

well into the 1980s. Although public sector corrup-
tion was considered an impediment towards devel-
opment, it gained a growing focus in developing 
countries as a result of  the neoliberal idea of  ‘good 
governance’ introduced by international donors.

This worked on the assumption that govern-
ments in developing countries were inefficient, and 

one of  the primary causes of  this was the rampant 
corruption in the public sector.

Former president and army chief  General Pervez 
Musharraf  introduced the National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) in 1999 in order to follow prescrip-
tions of  ‘good-governance’ from the ‘international 
donors.’

Although ex-Army Chief  General Musharraf  in-
troduced NAB to curb corruption and corrupt prac-
tices Prime Minister Imran Khan took a step ahead 
by way of  initiating an ambitious anti-corruption 

plan (which was the main slogan of  his election 
campaign in 2018). But both have failed miserably to 
deliver the due results, consequently, corruption has 
increased significantly. Several significant corrup-
tion scandals have been reported during the hybrid 
rule of  the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI) party. So 
a question mark stands against Imran Khan’s ‘good 
intentions’ to put the country on the right path when 
one sees his failure in controlling the widespread 
corruption in state departments. This failure, by and 
large, appears a result of  his misunderstanding of  
the nature, characteristics, patterns, and inability to 
develop organisational structure needed to devise 
anti-corruption strategies. Since the 1950s, Paki-
stani politicians have been accused of  being corrupt. 
They are singled out as ‘rotten apples’ ignoring so-
cial, political, and economic structures and are pri-
marily responsible for “abuse of  public authority 
for personal gains” – a Western concept proposed 
by the famous German sociologist Max Weber. But 
there are at least two preconditions required for the 
application of  this concept of  corruption. 

Firstly, there has to be a sharp distinction be-
tween the state and society, implying that the state 
departments should be insulated from interest 
groups or kinship ties. Secondly, kinship societies 
are ones where individuals exist in relation to others 
instead of  as individuals, but this concept assumes 
individuals are free of  their kinship ties.

For this reason, in countries like Pakistan which 
are kinship societies, people seek approval of  their 
family members and, in some cases, even of  their 
extended family members or a whole clan for their 
most critical decisions. n
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HPC swallowed 
Rs 54billion of banks 
in another mega 
loans scam

Although ex-Army Chief 
General Musharraf introduced 

NAB to curb corruption and 
corrupt practices, Prime 

Minister Imran Khan took it a 
step ahead by initiating an 

ambitious anti-corruption plan 
(which was the main slogan of 
his election campaign in 2018)

A total of 30 suspects, including present and former top 
officials of the National Bank of Pakistan (NBP), HPL, and other 
organisations, have been booked in the case and efforts are 
underway to arrest the other suspects. It is the responsibility of 
the government to arrest and punish the culprits and recover 
the entire money.





M
inistry of  Information Technology 
and Telecommunication has notified 
for constituting an advisory commit-
tee to auction 5G telecom services 

across the country.
The committee, headed by Finance Minister 

ShaukatTarin, would consist of  13 members in-
cluding Minister for IT and Telecom Syed Aminul-
Haque, Minister for Science and Technology Shib-
liFaraz, Minister for Industry and Production, 
Advisor on Trade and Investment, Secretaries of  
Finance, IT, Law, members of  Telecom, IT, Tele-
com division, Chairman PTA, Executive Director, 
Frequency Allocation Board (FAB) and officials of  
key institutions, according to notification shared 
with media. Federal Minister for IT and Telecom 
Amin UlHaque said the committee would review 
the spectrum available and used in Pakistan as per 
international standards.

He said the committee has been mandated to 
approve a ‘Strategic Plan’ for launching the 5-G ser-
vices after review.

The Minister said that stakeholders, especially 
telecom companies, would also be consulted for 
the strategic planning and the committee would ap-
prove the 5G spectrum auction procedure in light 
of  their suggestions.

AminulHaque said the 5-G spectrum auction 
would be made workable keeping in view the con-
cerns of  the telecom sector.  The establishment of  
the 5- G ecosystem under Digital Pakistan Vision 
is important for the people and economic develop-
ment of  the country, he added.

The Minister said efforts were being made to 
launch 5-G services by December 2022 or January 
2023 initially services will be launched in five major 
cities of  the country.

Earlier, the Economic Coordination Committee 
(ECC) took a decision to form a committee that 
would finalise the way forward for the release of  
additional spectrum and launching the 5G technol-
ogy in Pakistan. The Federal Cabinet also ratified 
the ECC’s decision.

Under the terms of  reference, the committee will 
review the available and used spectrum in Pakistan 
vis-a-vis global spectrum utilisation. It will submit 
a plan for the optimum use of  this scarce resource.

It will examine and finalise telecom reforms and 
incentives to promote the adoption of  the IMT/5G 
technology ecosystem and ensure that the Finance 
Bill 2022  incorporates them.

It will also review the market assessment report 
and approve the way forward based on recommen-
dations of  a reputed consultant hired by the PTA 
for the auction and design and details of  invest-
ment-friendly IMT/5G spectrum release to maxi-
mise spectrum utilisation in line with the ‘Digital 
Pakistan’ vision.

In a statement, the IT Minister AminulHaq said 
that the IT ministry had issued the notification for 
constituting an advisory committee for the auction 
of  the 5G spectrum.

Haqemphasised that the creation of  5G ecosys-
tem under the ‘Digital Pakistan’ Vision was import-
ant for the economic development of  people and 
the country.

The minister revealed that initially 5G services 
would be launched in five major cities of  the coun-
try, adding that the telecom sector had faced diffi-
culties following the imposition of  additional taxes.

Terms of  Reference of  the committee include 
reviewing the total IMT spectrum utilization vs 
available and used spectrum in Pakistan vis-a-vis 
global spectrum utilization and submitting a clear 
way forward and plan for optimum use of  this 
scarce valuable resource. Reviewing and approving 
the 5G-Strategic plan to enable the timely launch 
of  the 5G services in the country in consultation 
with all stakeholders including the telecom opera-
tors; to examine and finalize the telecom reforms 
and incentives to promote the IMT/SG technolo-
gy ecosystem adoption and ensure that those are 
reflected in Finance Bill ZO22-23. Reviewing the 
market assessment report and approving the way 
forward based on the recommendations of  the re-
puted consultant hired by the PTA for the auction 
design/details of  an investment-friendly IMT/5G 
spectrum release.

The 5G (or the fifth generation) is a new tech-
nical standard for wireless networks that promises 
faster speeds, less lag, or “latency” when connect-
ing to the network; and providing connectivity of  
many devices to the internet without bogging it 
down. The 5G networks will ideally be better able 
to handle more users, lots of  sensors and heavy traf-
fics. Before all could make use of  this technology, 
wireless companies and phone makers will need to 
upgrade their services. Phones need new chips and 
radio antennas to work with the new network.

“After all formalities are completed, the telcos 
preferred to stay away from the bidding process, 
which was witnessed in the last spectrum auction,” 
a senior official of  the Law Ministry said.

However, responding to a query, IT Minister 
AminulHaque said the experience of  the last spec-
trum auction showed that there was a need for con-
tinuously engaging telcos.

“We want to keep all the options open and we 
will keep the TORs [terms of  reference] of  the 5G 
licence flexible because the 5G launch will benefit 
the country’s economy and its people, and the tele-
com companies will also enter the new horizon of  
technology,” the Minister said.

On the other hand, telecom operators have ex-
pressed concerns over the high cost of  introducing 
new technology after heavy investments in the pur-
chase of  a licence.

Jazz Pakistan CEO Aamir Ibrahim said the 5G 
required fundamental changes in both investment 
strategy, spectrum policy and deployment as well 
as much higher upfront investment costs along with 

capital expenditure — the money used by a compa-
ny to buy, maintain or upgrade its fixed assets, such 
as lands, buildings, vehicles, plants, equipment, 
technology, etc.

Mr. Ibrahim even hinted that launching 5G 
might be a wasteful idea. “If  there was a demand 
for faster internet, we can provide that through a 
more robust 4G infrastructure,” he said.

Similarly, a senior executive of  another telecom 
company highlighted that Pakistan had introduced 
new taxes on telecom consumers, which had re-
duced their spending on the internet and telephony.

“The average revenue per unit was around $8 
a decade back which has dropped to $1.50 now, 
whereas the exchange rate was hitting the invest-
ments of  companies on infrastructure,” the execu-
tive said. n
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Advisory committee 
to work out 5G 
auction

Minister for Information 
Technology and Telecommuni-
cation AminulHaque said the 
committee would review the 
spectrum available and used 

in Pakistan as per international 
standards

The 5G (or the fifth generation) is a new technical standard 
for wireless networks that promises faster speeds, less lag, or 
“latency” when connecting to the network, besides providing 
connectivity of many devices to the internet without bogging 
it down. The 5G networks will ideally be better able to handle 
more users, lots of sensors and heavy traffics





W
ith the rise in the prevalence of  Di-
abetes in Pakistan, It has become 
essential to educate ones self  about 
the disease for better management. 

.
People with diabetes do not want the hassle 

of  logging their glucose values manually in a di-
ary – they want automated logging and seamless 
availability of  their diabetes-related data. The Ac-
cu-Chek Instant system offers wireless connectivity 
via Bluetooth to Pakistan’s first of  its kind diabetes 
data management app, mySugr. It automatically 
enables the wireless transfer of  data from the meter 
to the app and helps patients manage their diabetes 
without keeping records in paper logbooks – offer-
ing quick insights virtually anytime and anywhere.

Accu-Chek Instant has a target range indicator 
that makes it easier to understand the blood glu-
cose level and a device that requires no set up. Pa-
tients just need to insert a strip, apply a small blood 
sample and to read their blood glucose level on a 
large backlit display, in just 4 seconds.  Another sig-
nificant feature of  this device is its strip ejector that 
offers hygienic removal of  test strips. 

If  you have diabetes then this pair is all that you 
need in your life to maintain a check and balance 
for your blood sugar levels. AccuChek Instant is 
connected to your smartphone via wireless connec-
tion and syncs with the app to store, evaluate and 
analyze your blood sugar data. 

MySugr app serves not only as a logbook but 
it helps the users to understand and manage their 
blood sugar levels by guiding them to incorporate 
healthy activities and make healthy dietary choic-

es throughout the day. It encourages and advises 
to make small efforts which have impactful results 
on users’ blood sugar measures. Thereby allowing 
them to take charge over diabetes one day at a time.

The mySugr report compiles your data for easy 
printing or digital sharing; you can access your data 
anytime, anywhere, and even send an overview 
directly to your healthcare team via Whatsapp & 
email. 

The mySugr app is both - Android and Apple 
phone friendly. It is easy to download and setup 
and offers well organized and structured format of  
record keeping. It is simple to use making it user 
friendly and is extremely interactive. Moreover, the 
data from this app can be synced with GoogleFit 
and Apple Health allowing you to keep a digital 
health diary – minus all the hassle. 

Good sugar control is like money in the bank. 
If  you can make a deposit every day, excellent. But 
even if  you start depositing money later in life or if  
you can’t add money every day, what you can do is 
still worthwhile. Every single day that you manage 
your sugar well makes a little bit more difference in 
your long-term health. n
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Live the simply clear life

MySugr app serves not only 
as a logbook but it helps the 

users to understand and man-
age their blood sugar levels 
by guiding them to incorpo-
rate healthy activities and 

make healthy dietary choices 
throughout the day

The Accu-Chek Instant system offers wireless connectivity via Bluetooth to Pakistan’s first of 
its kind diabetes data management app, mySugr. It automatically enables the wireless transfer 
of data from the meter to the app and helps patients manage their diabetes without keeping 
records in paper logbooks – offering quick insights virtually anytime and anywhere.





CHOOSE YOUR OWN 
ADVENTURE

CREATE. 
All things pre-production 

to post.

CONNECT. 
All things distribution 

and delivery.

CAPITALIZE.  
All things reach 

and ROI.

APRIL 23 - 27, 2022
EXHIBITS APRIL 24 - 27
LAS VEGAS CONVENTION CENTER
NABSHOW.COM | #NABSHOW

An entirely reimagined experience. The 2022 NAB Show opens on Sunday with four distinct show floor 
collections ramping your journey through the content lifecycle. Accelerate at will. Feel the rush of hundreds of 
exhibitors. High-caliber education. Best-in-breed products. Direct connections to peers and industry experts. 
Everything and everyone will be there (we just need you). 

The West Hall will be home to INTELLIGENT CONTENT showcasing 
companies and products pushing industry-wide transformation enabling 
customized, immersive content.

AND…SAY HELLO TO THE WEST HALL! 





Lahore: vivo, the leading 
global smartphone brand, an-
nounced renowned cricketer 
Babar Azam as the brand am-
bassador of  the flagship V23 
5G. As a part of  this collabo-
ration, Babar Azam will also 
appear in key visuals and TVC 
to further strengthen the image 
of  the premium V235G. vivo 
has been closely associating 
with various KOLs and brand 
ambassadors to further the 
value of  the V series in Pak-
istan. 

Babar Azamis an accred-
ited cricketer and has a strong 
fan base in Pakistan. With his 
admirable cricket skills and 
personality, Babar Azam has 
been a youth icon and an in-
spiration for the people of  Pak-
istan, making him a perfect fit 
for a youth-centric brand like 
vivo. The collaboration further 
strengthens the brand’s con-
nect with the local consumers 
of  Pakistan through him. 

On the occasion, Babar 
Azamsaid, “I am thrilled to 

partner with a consumer cen-
tric and highly innovative 
brand like vivo for the pre-
mium V23 5G smartphone. I 
have been closely following 
the brand and have always 
had an affinity for their inno-
vative technology for as long 
as I can remember. It is my 
absolute pleasure to be associ-

ated with vivo and I am very 
excited to represent a brand 
that is loved and appreciated 
by the young audience of  our 
country.” 

ZohairChohan, Director 
Brand Strategy at vivo Pak-
istan, commented, “vivo be-
lieves in the concept of  
“Benfen”, a term that refers to 

a mindset of  doing the right 
things and doing things right. 
Through its various initiatives 
vivo truly imbibes this Benfen 
quality, building a brand that 
respects local talent, culture, 
and evolving consumer prefer-
ences. We have always empha-
sized innovation, trendsetting 
design and excellence through 

our products to offer the best 
to our consumers. We believe 
these are also the qualities 
epitomized byBabar Azam, 
whose spirit of  pursuing his 
passion has made him one of  
Pakistan’s biggest youth icons. 
We are delighted to have 
Babar Azam as our ambassa-
dor for V23 5G as he perfectly 
represents a new age smart-
phone user, and the youth 
across the country admire his 
vibrant personality. We are 
hopeful that, V23 5G, as the 
newest addition to V series’ 
portfolio will be equally loved 
by consumers as its predeces-
sors.” 

V23 5G sports a superior 
camera technology, lucrative 
design, smooth finish and 
stunning edges curated vivo’s 
highly skilled designers. V23 
5G also comes with a color 
changing glass which will in-
spire users and take them to a 
magical world with its charis-
matic design and su-
perior outlook. n
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sador of V23 5G in Pakistan
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  Islamabad: Pakistan 
Telecommunication Company 
Limited (PTCL) has signed a 
Memorandum of  Understand-
ing (MoU) with Special Com-
munication Organization 
(SCO)at PTCL Headquarter Is-
lamabad to explore potential 
collaborative opportunities for 
growth of  telecom services 
across Pakistan, with special 
focus on AJK and GB. 

The signing ceremony was 
attended by HatemBamatraf, 
President & GCEO, PTCL 
&Ufone and Major Gen 
Muhammad Shahid Siddeeq, 
DG SCO, along with senior of-
ficials from both organizations. 

The MoU will facilitate 
multi-level cooperation be-
tween the leading telecom play-
ers to foster resource efficiency 
and growth of  telecom services 

nationwide, especially in the re-
mote mountainous regions of  
AJK and GB. The arrangement 

will facilitate passive network 
sharing and SCO’s backhaul 

support for the launch of  
PTCL’s Fixed Wireless Access 
(FWA) service in AJK & GB 

through its 3500 MHz spec-
trum. 

The telecom operators will 
offer their respective fiber assets 
for backup/redundancy to en-
sure uninterrupted high-quality 
services on a reciprocal basis 
and jointly build access net-
works in cantonments and 
other similar locations.  

In addition, the companies 
will undertake multiple collab-
orative ventures including 
Multi-Operator Radio Access 
Network (MORAN), active el-
ements sharing of  cellular net-
work, data national roaming 
and a range of  other ICT solu-
tions to increase their incre-
mental revenues as well as 
deliver high-quality telecom 
services to their customers 
round the clock.  

On the occasion, HatemBa-
matraf, President & GCEO, 
PTCL &Ufone, said, “We are 

excited to collaborate with 
SCO to expand our shared am-
bition of  bringing superior 
telecommunication services to 
our customers.  Together, we 
will help bridge the digital di-
vide in the country, especially 
in the remote regions to help 
unlock their full potential.” 

On the occasion, Major 
Gen Muhammad Shahid Sid-
deeq, DG SCO said, “We are 
pleased to partner with 
PTCL for upscaling telecom 
services in AJK and GB, 
where SCO has played an in-
strumental in connecting the 
masses through high-quality 
internet and cellular services. 
Through our efforts, we hope 
to providean inclusive and 
equitable environment that 
will ensure progress and 
growth.” n 

PTCL, SCO to explore collaborative opportunities for 
upscaling services nationwide, especially AJK, GB

Khushhali Microfinance Bank launches USSD Banking  
Islamabad: Khushhali Mi-

crofinance Bank Limited 
(KMBL)  has pioneered another 
technological advancement to 
add convenience for its cus-
tomers, with a mobile-banking 
solution. This state-of-the-art dig-
ital tool enables ‘remote-moni-
toring’ of your KMBL account, 
even if  the account-holder uses a 
basic ‘Feature-Phone’. The cus-
tomers do not need to own a 

smartphone for using this new 
service, which is based on a se-
cured ‘Unstructured Supplemen-
tary Service Data’ (USSD) 
channel, to ensure accessibility 
without the need to physically 
visit a bank-branch or owning a 
smartphone. 

In the first phase of  this in-
novative venture, all the KMBL 
customers using Zong, Ufone-
and Jazz/Warid telecom serv-

ices will be able to avail the 
Khushhali USSD Mobile Bank-
ing, simply by dialing *8226#. 
During the initial phase, this so-
lution will offer basic features 
like: Loan-Account Inquiry, and 
Account Balance Inquiry for the 
Current and Saving Accounts.  

President KMBL Ghalib 
Nishtar stated that: “Introduc-
tion of this revolutionary service 
is another milestone in KMBL’s 

journey towards digital-transfor-
mation. Following our vision, 
we strive to offer highly evolved 
banking services, on-the-go, 
round-the-clock, while we are 
striving to resolve the socio-eco-
nomic challenges and financial-
security issues faced by the 
masses, especially during the 
global Covid-19 pandemic. This 
venture is in line with global best-
practices and the vision of SBP, 

to enable online access to bank-
ing for the consumers.”  

KMBL’s technology-partner 
for this project is: “Virtual Re-
mittance Gateway (Private) Lim-
ited'' (VRG) – a TPSP company, 
duly licensed by SBP and \PTA, 
to perform ‘Interoperable-Pay-
ments’, along with channeling, 
routing and switching of  elec-
tronic-transactions, using Uni-
fied USSD service. n 
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Islamabad: Jazz has deployed 
Pakistan’s first 800G link technol-
ogy on its network, augmenting 
the existing user experience for 
data services. Currently, the 800G 
Transport Lambda is carrying live 
customer traffic across the 
Karachi metro region with plans 
underway for further expansions. 

With a network backbone ca-
pacity of  3.7 Tbps, 800G Trans-
port Lambda will benefit 
customers by increasing the data-
carrying capacity resulting in an 
improved user experience for data 
services. In a single second, cus-
tomers will be able to stream 
360,000 HD video as opposed to 
180,000 in the 400G network and 
download 140,000 songs com-
pared to 70,000 at the same time, 
amongst other features. 800G is 8 
times the capacity of  the tradi-
tional 100G technology network 
and can support up to 1 million 
concurrent 4K users.n  

Jazz increases net-
work capacity with 

state-of-the-art 800G 
link technology

    Islamabad: Aimed at facili-
tating enterprises to leverage 
technology and unleash their 

full business potential, Jazz has 
launched 'Garaj', a state-of-the-
art cloud platform. The on-
shore cloud is a significant step 
forward in ensuring that data 

created in Pakistan is hosted 
within the country as well as a 
key enabler of  Jazz’s digital op-

erator strategy. 
With an investment of  US$ 

6 million planned in the next 
few years, 'Garaj' will enable 
businesses, public entities, aca-

demic institutions as well as 
local startups to further opti-
mize their operational effi-

ciency, capacity and accelerate 
their growth ambitions. The 
cloud services will be delivered 
from Jazz’s data center in La-
hore and Jazz Digital Park, 

Pakistan’s largest TIA Rated-3 
certified data center established 
with an investment of  US$ 8 
million. 

“Business innovation re-
quires powerful technology so-
lutions,” said Syed Ali Naseer, 
Chief  Business Officer, Jazz. 
“Garaj will enable a secure 
and affordable cloud experi-
ence as more businesses and 
government seek digitalization 
to capture efficiencies and 
reinvent their customer experi-
ence.  Cloud solutions will 
allow for much needed cost 
and operational efficiencies, 
while delivering security and 
improving the ease of  doing 
work.” 

Traditional IT infrastruc-
tures require in-house server 
hardware, software licenses, 
integration capabilities, and on 
ground employee support. 
Through 'Garaj', companies 
can forego these additional ex-
penses, and utilize the pay-as-
you-grow pricing model, 
customizing and scaling plans 
according to their growing 
needs.n

Jazz’s cloud platform 'Garaj' to help busi-
nesses realize their full potential

 Islamabad: Jazz, Pakistan’s 
number one 4G operator and 
the largest internet and broad-
band service provider, has on-
boarded twelve women under 
its ‘She’s Back – Women Re-
turnship Program.’ This is a 
comprehensive six-month pro-
gram for women returning to 
corporate positions after a ca-
reer break.  

After a rigorous recruit-
ment process, these women 
have been assigned with roles 
spread across various functions 
– from People Experience to 
Product Development, Legal 
to Sales, Ethics & Compliance 
to Network Supervision. The 
returnees are women who have 
had to pause their careers for 
more than one and a half  years 
to raise children, care for fam-
ily members, pursue higher ed-
ucation amidst other reasons. 
Through this program Jazz 
aims to facilitate their profes-
sional growth by building their 
confidence, reconnecting them 
to the workforce, developing 
their functional and technical 
skills, and providing them ac-
cess to other learning opportu-
nities. n 

Jazz to inspire 
women returning 

to work through its 
‘She’s Back – 

Women Returnship 
Program’

Ufone offers an industry first unlimited free internet 
      Islamabad: Pakistani tele-

com company,Ufone 4G is of-
fering unlimited free internet 
every day to help customers ex-
perience its superior data qual-
ity and blazing speeds. ‘Muft 
Mornings’ brings Ufone 4G 
users unlimited data from 9AM 
to 12 noonevery dayas a limited 
time promo without any under-
lying charges.  

Ufone 4G acquired 4G 
spectrum recently tofulfill its 
long-time commitment of  de-
livering top quality data serv-
ices to its customers. As 
promised, the transition has sig-
nificantlyimproved the network 
quality and internet speeds, 
thereby bringing Ufone 4G cus-
tomers a superioruser experi-
ence, which the ‘Muft 
Mornings’ offer seeks toextend 
to more customers, so that they 
can also relish true enablement.  

‘Muft Mornings’ is the first 
and only offer in the industry to 

provide data entirely free of  
cost and without any hidden 
charges, at time when most cus-
tomers can actually use inter-
net. It not only ushers in top 
quality connectivity to cus-
tomers but also brings superior 
4G experience within the grasp 

of  low-income groups, students 
and youngsters to enjoy unlim-

ited free internet for education, 
entertainment and all commu-
nication needs.  

With Muft Mornings offer, 
Ufone 4G users can explore 
endless possibilities including 
enjoying unlimited downloads, 
Internet browsing, YouTube, 

onlinestreaming, gaming, social 
media or can even replay the 
entire match of  their favourite 
PSL team if  they feel like.  

The offer highlights Ufone 
4G’s long term pursuit to raise 
the bar in network quality, 
seamless connectivity and in-
ternet speed in the telecom in-
dustry to generate a cascading 
effect for data users in general. 
The company’s continuous in-
novation and investment in net-
work up-gradation and 
modernization spurs health 
growth and innovation trends 
in the industry.  

All prepaid Ufone 4G users 
are eligible for the free data 
offer and can enjoy unlimited 
downloads and streaming by 
simply dialing *4200# from 
their handsets. The offer will 
allow subscribers to use internet 
for the next 14 days. n

TECNO POVA Neo now available in Pakistan 
  Lahore: After the global 

success of  the POVA series, 
TECNO launches another 
addition– POVA Neo. The 
phone is now available in 
Pakistan exclusively on 
Daraz for only PKR 20,850 
instead of  the original price 
of  PKR 21,999. 

The phones come with 
exceptional performance, 
battery, storage, and display 
features. This new POVA 
Neo phone comes with a 

massive 6000mAh battery 
with 18W Flash Charge, 
6.82” HD+ Drop Display, 
and many more amazing fea-
tures. 

POVA Neo also gives 
great multitasking options. 
With a fast processor of  G25 
and a long-lasting 6000mAh 
battery, the phone won’t die 
even after hours of  usage. 
The 4GB RAM and 64GB 
internal storageprovidee-
nough space for heavy games 

and unlimited downloads 
while maintaining smooth 
performance. Moreover, it 
comes with many interesting 
features for gamerssuch as 
WeZone Game Library, ET 
Engine,and game space for 
gamers. The 13MP rear cam-
era and 8MP front camera 
just complete the package for 
a great performance phone.  

Kelvin Zeng, CEO of  
TECNO Mobile Pakistan, 
shared his views on the new 

launch, “POVA Neo is our 
latest addition to the POVA 
gaming series. After im-
mense global success, we 
bring this phone here for the 
youth,especially the young 
gamers. It has ample features 
to support a smooth game 
such as the Massive 
6000mAh battery and the 
6.8” HD+ Display in a very 
competitive budget as com-
pared to others in the mar-
ket.”n
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Islamabad: Pakistani tele-
com company, Ufone 4G has 
provided its flagship Wifi in-
ternet device; ‘Blaze’ to each 
participant of  the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Women Civic 
Internship Program, to sup-
port their pursuit for personal 
and professional growth and 
gratification. 

The first cohort of  the 
Women Internship Program is 
a joint partnership between 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Infor-
mation Technology Board 
(KPITB), Code for Pakistan, 
The World Bank, and the 
Swiss development agency, 
Helvetas, spanning 6-month 
active training and professional 
engagement.  It has been de-
signed to help equip fresh grad-
uates with technological skills, 
practical job experience and 
prepare women graduates for 
exploring careers in Engineer-
ing, IT, and Software Develop-

ment. 
Currently, women from dif-

ferent regions of  Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa are enrolled in 

the program, during the course 
of  which they will get an op-
portunity to work on citizen-fac-
ing digital services to improve 
citizen engagement, automate 
government processes, and cre-
ate innovation in public service 
delivery. Besides creating im-

mense social value, the engage-
ment will also enhance their 
own skill set and help them 
emerge as better professionals 

by the end of the program.   
“The goals of the internship 

program align well with Ufone’s 
long term commitment of en-
abling and empowering the soci-
ety, particularly the 
underprivileged section of soci-
ety including the women from 

remote areas” spokesperson for 
PTCL & Ufone said while com-
menting on the development. 
“Ufone has been leveraging the 
power of the internet for growth 
and development at the individ-
ual as well as societal levels. Over 
the years, we have actively fos-
tered connectivity across under-
served and unservedregions and 
brought large swathes popula-
tion into the fold of digital inclu-
sion. Our efforts are motivated 
by our conviction that digitiza-
tion can help unlock Pakistan’s 
full potential for equitable eco-
nomic growth and sustainability, 
for which we will continue to ac-
tively strive and engage”, he fur-
ther added. 

Dr. Ali Mahmud, Managing 
Director of KPITB, termed the 
initiative an important step to-
wards empowering women, 
commended the role of Code for 
Pakistan as long standing part-
ners and thanked Ufone for its 

support. He indicated that the 
initiative will be scaled up in the 
future to create a bigger impact 
leading towards a more equitable 
digital inclusion.  

"We are delighted to partner 
with Ufone 4G to deliver Blaze 
to women Interns from the KP 
Women Civic Internship Pro-
gram," said AnamZakaria, Code 
for Pakistan's Head of Fellow-
ships. "Ufone's support will en-
able us to connect seamlessly 
with women from wherever they 
are, paving career pathways, en-
hancing civic engagement and 
unleashing professional develop-
ment opportunities. We are ex-
cited about the partnership and, 
in collaboration with Ufone 4G 
and our partners from the 
KPITB, The World Bank and 
Helvetas Swiss Inter-coopera-
tion, look forward to creating 
long-term impact for Women 
in Tech across Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa." n

Ufone gives free high-speed internet devices 
‘Blaze’ to KP Women internees

Islamabad: JazzCash, Pakistan’s 
leading fintech, has collaborated with 
theNational Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA) to facilitate serv-
ice fee payments through the JazzCash 
mobile application. The launch of  this 
initiative took place at NADRA head-
quarters in the presence of  Muham-
mad Tariq Malik, Chairman, 
NADRA, Aamir Ibrahim, CEO, 
Jazz and Murtaza Ali, Interim CEO, 
JazzCash.  

Citizenscan now digitally pay the 
fee for ID card processing or other 
identity documents through their Jaz-
zCash app in real-time.This partner-
ship has been formulated to facilitate 
citizens with convenience and payment 
security, and is a major step towards a 
digital and documented economy, in 
line with the vision of  the Prime Min-
ister of  Pakistan and the State Bank. 

Tariq Malik, Chairman, NADRA 
said, “Digital payment platform pro-

vides easy payment options to a huge 
number of  potential customers. 
NADRA centers across the country 
have around 100,000 customers ters 
every day. Digitalizing payment sys-
tems aims at bringing a huge customer 
base on digital net by offering them an 

easy and secure mode of  payment 
while pivoting towards a Digital Pak-
istan. While we tread aggressively on 
the path to achieve goals of  smart gov-
ernance and improved service delivery, 
providing convenience to the common 
man and society at large has been the 

singular motive behind NADRA's dig-
ital intervention under my leadership.” 

“By enabling digital payments for 
NADRA services, we are offering fel-
low citizens security and convenience. 
This strategic alliance is another crucial 
step in creating a cashless economy, 
laying the foundation for a digital Pak-
istan,” said Aamir Ibrahim, CEO, Jazz.  

"JazzCash and NADRA have a 
longstanding relationship and today's 
announcement is another step towards 
digitalising essential public services. 
As the largest digital mobile wallet, we 
consider it our national duty to assist 
the government in shifting to a cash-
less economy, making such strategic 
alliances crucial. This partnership will 
facilitate our fellow citizens by en-
abling digital payments against 
NADRA services, making transac-
tions more secure and convenient," 
said Murtaza Ali, Interim CEO, Jaz-
zCash. n 

JazzCash enables digital payments for NADRA services

Lahore: The immensely 
growing global smartphone 
brand, TECNO is collabo-
rating with Discover Pak-
istan to explore the beauty 
of  Pakistan. This collabora-
tion focuses on supporting 
tourism in Pakistan while 
using the latest camera 
phone, Camon 18 premier.  

The main objective of  
this project will be to sup-
port tourism and discover-
the beautiful places of  
Pakistan. TECNO will digi-
tally sponsor the segment 
“Madventure” of  Discover 

Pakistan which is based on 
an adventure exploration 
tour to any part of  the coun-

try. 
The host will be using 

TECNO Camon 18 Premier 
for these adventures using 
the Gimbal Camera, 

60xZoom, and Main 64MP 
“Clear shot all-round” fea-

tures of  the phone. This will 
be a guiding tour for 
TECNO Fans to help them 
capture moments in a trave-
logue using the Camon 18 
premier. 

Kelvin Zeng, CEO of  
TECNO Mobile Pakistan 
shared his views: “Pakistan 
has a large scope for tourism 
with such amazing places to 
visit. This venture with Dis-
cover Pakistan will be our 
small gesture towards pro-
moting the tourism culture 
in the country and to inspire 
TECNO users to capture the 

beautiful landscapes using 
Camon phone. Features 
likethe Gimbal Technology 
and the 60x Hyper Zoom of  
Camon 18 Premier will 
surely be a boost for your 
photography and videogra-
phy experience.” 

The destinations for 
these ventures have yet not 
been revealed by TECNO 
but will soon be disclosed 
on TECNO’s official Face-
book page. It is anticipated 
to be a trip from the North 
to the South with much 
thrill and fun.  n

TECNO and Discover Pakistan bring a chance to explore 
Pakistan through Camon 18 Premier
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