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joint probe
Brahmos fire

On the statement issued by the Indian side on the Brahmos fire,
Pakistan said it has taken note of the “accidental firing” of a missile
into its territory and demanded joint investigations to ‘“accurately
establish the facts surrounding the incident.”

“The grave nature of the incident raises several fundamental
questions regarding security protocols and technical safeguards against
the accidental or unauthorised launch of missiles in a nuclearised
environment,” the Foreign Ministry reacted to the Indian statement
requiring India must to “provide a clearer picture of the circumstances
that led to the missile’s firing.”

“Why did India fail to inform Pakistan immediately about the
accidental launch of the missile and waited to acknowledge (it) till
after Pakistan announced the incident and sought clarification?” the
Ministry posed.

Islamabad also asked New Delhi “to explain if the missile was
indeed handled by its armed forces or some rogue elements.”

The international community must play a “due role in promoting
stability in a nuclearised environment”, the Foreign Office statement
from Pakistan said, warning of “dire consequences” if any
misinterpretation by either side would lead to the escalation.

China said India and Pakistan should hold dialogue as soon
as possible and launch a “thorough” investigation into the recent
‘accidental firing’ of a missile from India which landed in Pakistan.

The United States and China have both weighed in after India
‘unintentionally’ fired a missile into Pakistani territory, with Beijing
suggesting the two sides to investigate the incident and increase
“information sharing” while the US State Department simply dubbed
it an “accident.”

Asked about the March 9 missile launch — which New Delhi
attributes to a ‘“technical malfunction” and termed it “deeply
regrettable” in an official apology — US State Department spokesman
Ned Price said that Washington accepts India’s account of the episode.

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi lamented that the
international community had failed torealise the gravity of the Indian
missile launch as it was capable of carrying the nuclear warhead and
could have resulted in a nuclear conflagration.

“One-sided investigation is not enough; its impact could be far
beyond the region because the missile was capable of carrying a
warhead. It had this potential (of carrying a warhead) and to say that
it was an accident, is not enough,” Pakistan Foreign Minister said.

He warned that the missile could have resulted in a ‘reaction’.

The Foreign Minister also said that he addressed a letter to the UN
Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council and tried
to make them aware of their responsibilities on the happening of this
incident and the ‘silence’ by the world over it.
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“Wedding dinner” experience

I attended a wedding ceremony of my relations. When
dinner started guests rushed to a variety of dishes and got
busy filling their plates. It appeared the guests feared they
would not get the food again if it ran short so overdo it now
by filling the plates. They do it without thinking they can
eat it all. The way they act at the dining during the wedding
smacks the signs of madness and ignoranceby a majority of
guests when they see 4/5 different food items and get crazy
about eating them as they had never the opportunity to eat
them before. I am not against or object to why people eat
so much but I always dislike the guests who fill the plates
with a variety of food items and later realize they can’t eat
that amount so they leave out plenty of food in their platter
as waste. Islam forbids israaf (taking or spending more than
necessary) which the guests who take extra food do and
leave much of it as waste. Those who tend to waste away
food in the form israafare answerable to God for their action,
and why they did it with they were refrained from it. I urge
all to take as much food in their platter as you can easily eat
to the last grain and take again if you still have an appetite
so that the food, (rizq) does not go waste and the neat food
remains eatable for others.

If you go to any hotel/restaurant you order food that is
sufficient to satisfy your hunger. In case the food is left over
after eating you ask the bearer to pack it for your carrying it
to the home or giving it to any deserving one as charity.
Then what reason at “wedding dinner” people always get
oblivion to avoiding foods from going waste on the premise
that they are accountable to God and can invite His wrath for
wasting away His rizq. Share golden quotations of Hazrat
Imam Ali (AS)and Imam JafarSadiq(AS) about Israf.

Ashfaq Sharif, Karachi

Concern over rising prices of
essential commodities

People across the country have expressed concern over the
soaring prices of essential commodities which is, reportedly,
going unabated due to the inefficiency of the government.
Apart from the prices of essential commodities, there is an
unreasonable hike in the prices of papers, stationery, books,
steel, iron, cement, bricks, and so forth.

Prime Minister Imran Khan said in his public gathering in
Hafizabad that “I didn’t join politics to check the prices of
potatoes and tomatoes. A nation is formed on the basis of an
ideology. Unless a nation realises the ideology behind that
creation of a homeland, it cannot become a nation and often
recedes into oblivion. I appreciate his stance and efforts
to make Pakistan an ideology country but the question is
is it not possible to provide the people with items of basic
necessity at affordable prices?

Holding meetings to discuss the rising prices has become a
routine matter. Prime Minister Imran Khan in the meetings
orders the provincial chief secretaries to ensure all possible
administrative measures to stabilize the prices of essential
items, particularly to check the unreasonable difference of
prices between the wholesale and retail but no action is taken.
The meeting was briefed in detail about the existing sugar
and wheat stocks in the country and the measures being
taken to cater to the future requirements of these items. It
was also briefed about the steps being taken to bring about a
significant reduction in the prices of edible oil.

BasimRizwan, Islamabad

Unemployment on the rise

One of the long-faced and serious issues of Pakistan is
unemployment. Unemployment is consistently on the rise in
our country. From 2017 to 2020, this problem arose from

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

3.94percnt to 4.65percent. The youngsters who owned the
responsibility earn for all the members of their family and
are highly qualified and competent tend to commit suicide
or crimes when they failed to get a proper job. Hence, many
more issues arise from unemployment.

This particular controversy is due to a lack of opportunities
for employment because our governments are given
toimport most of the things and do not prefer to improve and
encourage local production of the same articles by promoting
industrialisation in the country. In our country, people find
shortcuts and work on the recommendations of rich people
as they call the shots by virtue of their riches and influence.
Our educational system does not guide career planning. So,
the students go after specific careers like doctor, engineer,
pilot, teaching e.t.c. and don’t pay heed to other professions.
I want the government to evolve a mechanism for installing
more and more industries and the creation of jobs in other
areas like service, etc. Our educational system needs to be
adapted to the demand of time to enable the students to
plan their careers and pick up a professional course that
ensures their job security. With guidance to career planning
to the youth at a proper time, we can largely overcome
unemployment. The concerned authorities need to frame
recommendations and make a merit formula in this regard.

MaziaMujeeb, Chakwal

Rising inflation and the poor

Through the column of your periodical, I would like to
highlight and want to draw the attention of the government
towards the sudden increase in prices of essential commodities
in the market.

Nowadays, the rates of vegetables and fruits etc. are rising
sharply directly affecting the purchasing power of the
common man. Commodity prices have never been stable
in Pakistan. Just the costs of essential items dry out the
budget of the domestic people and poor daily wagers. Given
this situation, a poor man cannot afford to buy fruits and
vegetables. According to the Global Hunger Index survey in
2021, Pakistan ranks 92nd on the list. With a score of 24.7.
Pakistan has a level of hunger that is serious. It looks as if
the government has failed to keep a check on the hoarders
and profiteers who are the main factors of inflation. If this
state remained intact in the next few months, people will lose
faith in the government. It is high time for the government to
realize the public problems and initiate steps to make the life
of the poor segment of society easier.

Muhammad Junaid Arshad, Rawalpindi

Ordinance to regulate social media

The basic objective of a constitution is to guarantee the
fundamental rights and welfare of citizens. A state and all
its institutions funded with money of the taxpayers aim to
serve and protect the people and all state resources must
be invested in the development of human resources and on
the public welfare. For paying taxes to the government, the
welfare of the people must be the topmost priority instead
of the elected elite. In civilised states, all institutions are
answerable and accountable to the citizens.

Any individual or group involved directly or indirectly in
politics, or providing paid services, manufacture of consumer
items or in land development and sale of housing colonies to
the public must be open to public scrutiny and criticism by
media and the general public for any irregularity.
Sovereignty lies solely in Almighty Allah SWT and after
Him, it is vested in the collective wisdom of citizens,
expressed through their elected representatives in free and
fair elections.

Malik Tarig Ali, Lahore

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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India failed to satistly
Pakistan over dams

ndia has agreed to provide additional data on

several western hydropower projects to Paki-

stan during an annual meeting between the of-

ficials of the two countries held in Islamabad
under the Permanent Commission on Indus Waters
(PCIW).

The three-day meetings between the two com-
missioners of PCIW completed discussions on all
agenda items. The talks were held in a very cordial
environment and the final outcome of crucial par-
leys is expected to be announced.

Pakistan raised objections regarding 10 projects
including KulanRamwari, Feb-II, Tamasha Hydro,
Baltikulan, DarbukShyok, Nummu Chilling, Kar-
gilHunderman, Phagla and Mandi HEP.

Nine of them are in the small power project cat-
egory of 25MW and below. On these smaller proj-
ects, India had shared some data that were Islam-
abad did not accept because of gaps in the manner
and technical charts in some of them were illegible.

The Indian side explained that the provincial
and state governments normally lacked in main-
taining design and engineering details in the matter
of small projects but would get back to the relevant
institutions and agencies to update documents as
required under the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty.

Pakistan has raised five major objections to the
624MW Kiru and 48MW Lower Kalnai projects
which, it believed, violated the 1960 treaty. These
pertained to freeboard, intake, spillway, bondage
and low-level outlet.

The Indian side agreed to examine the objec-
tions with an open mind. India agreed to substanti-
ate its viewpoint on the objections with additional
data and convey its response within two weeks. It
also agreed to arrange a tour by the Pakistani team
within the current year.

Pakistan’s Commissioner for Indus Waters,
Mehr Ali Shah, led the Pakistani side, while his
team comprised officials of the Water and Power
Development Authority, Meteorological Depart-
ment, Punjab Irrigation, Federal Flood Commis-
sion, Nespak and the Foreign Affairs Ministry.

The India delegation was led by its Commis-
sioner Pradeep Kumar Saxena and included experts
from relevant departments.

The meetings took place amid the chill in bilat-
eral relations over the Kashmir issue.

Under the provisions of Article VIII(5) of the
Indus Waters Treaty, the Permanent Indus Com-
mission is required to meet regularly at least once
a year, alternatively in India and Pakistan. The last
meeting of the Commission was held on March 23-
24 2021 in New Delhi.

Under the Indus Water Treaty IWT) signed be-
tween India and Pakistan in 1960, all waters of the
eastern rivers - Sutlej, Beas, and Ravi - amounting
to around 33-million-acre feet (MAF) annually is
allocated to India for unrestricted use.

The waters of western rivers - Indus, Jhelum,
and Chenab - amounting to around 135 MAF an-
nually, have been assigned largely to Pakistan. India
is permitted to construct the run of river plants on
western rivers with limited storage as per criteria
specified in the treaty.

The pact also gives the right to Pakistan to raise
objections to designs of Indian hydroelectric proj-
ects on the western rivers.

Pakistan has raised objections to the design of
these projects. India, however, asserts that the de-
sign of the project is fully compliant with the provi-
sions of the IWT and certified by the Central Water
Commission and the Central Electricity Authority,
the apex organisations of the country in the field of
water resources and power.

The rivers covered by the Treaty are diverse,
flowing through different eco-climatic zones. The
precipitation rates are different across the lower,
middle and upper basins, some rivers are snow-fed,
and the impacts of climate change are felt different-
ly across the region.

The climate-related hazards have been especial-
ly emphasised by Pakistan, international institu-
tions and environmentalists. Such threats, dubbed
‘minimum environmental flows’, could reduce the
flow of a river by 30-40% in future. The Indus Ba-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

on Indus

ECONOMY | FLAREREPORT | |

The Indian side agreed to examine the objections with an open
mind. India agreed to substantiate its viewpoint on the objections
with additional data and convey its response within two weeks.
It also agreed to arrange a tour by the Pakistani team within the
current year

sin has faced a range of ecological issues, including
siltation, waterlogging, the shifting of water tables,
water contamination, groundwater extraction,
flood management problems, and uncertainty over
precipitation patterns.

Pakistan raised objections
regarding 10 projects including
KulanRamwari, Feb-II,
Tamasha Hydro, Baltikulan,
DarbukShyok, Nummu Chilling,
KargilHunderman, Phagla and
Mandi HEP

These concerns are overlaid by changing demo-
graphics in India and Pakistan, increased urbani-
sation, and rising demands on the agricultural and
industrial sectors. This has contributed to making
both countries, particularly Pakistan, among the
most water-stressed in the world. Maintaining
and ensuring environmental flows will be a huge
challenge unless a compromise between water re-
source development and maintenance of the river
is agreed.

In light of these concerns, a three-pronged
approach that reframes the Indus Water Treaty
through a relational lens may be most effective.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Observers view, leaders in India and Pakistan
will need to shape a different approach, one that no
longer sees water as an instrument for winning bar-
gaining games. If they can’t, a trust deficit, water
nationalism, and the securitisation of water could
all contribute to escalating tensions, interstate and
intrastate.

Both countries could also benefit from focusing
more on a sub-basin level instead of managing the
area with a singular holistic approach. Interven-
tions at the sub-basin level that can account for con-
textual factors, such as the socio-economic compo-
sition of the area and the existing hydrology, would
make the action more effective.

The Treaty highlights many times the scope of
cooperation and shared governance (in Articles 4,
5 and 7). Translating these words in the Treaty into
more tangible action would greatly increase the bar-
gaining range between India and Pakistan.

For example, Article 4 emphasises the use of
communication channels regarding areas of con-
cern across eastern and western rivers. It also tasks
signatories with avoiding measures that cause direct
or indirect harm to the other. Article 5 also outlines
key areas that can foster cooperation between India
and Pakistan, such as collaborating to prevent river
erosion, promoting river protection, and treatment
of sewage and industrial water at the source point.
Axticle 7 outlines the possibility of optimum river
development through a consultative data-sharing
process for issues relating to drainage works. m
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EVENT | MAZHARUL HAQ
he internationally recognised leading
icons and key technology firms at the Mo-
bile World Congress 2022 in Barcelona,
have appreciated Pakistan for its reforms

in the telecommunication sector and acknowledged

the country as a vast and lucrative market in terms
of digital connectivity.

According to details, a series of meetings were
held between various delegations, represented by
international organizations, and Pakistan’s Feder-
al Minister for IT and Telecommunication, Syed
AminulHaque, during the Mobile World Congress
2022.

The Minister led the delegates from Pakistan’s
IT sector in the four-day mega tech event organized
by GSM Association.

During his meetings, the Minister briefed the
delegations on the steps taken by Pakistan in the
field of IT and telecommunication. The meetings
discussed threadbare the matters of state of Paki-
stan’s mobile connectivity, network up-gradation,
5G adoption, among other developments in the
area of IT.

The world-famous telecom group, Etisalat, led
by CEO, HatemDowidar, along with President and
Group CEO PTCL, HatemBamatraf, called on the
Federal Minister and discussed issues pertaining to
the growth of telecommunication in Pakistan and
the 5G strategy in Pakistan.

Huawei officials also met the Minister to discuss
the up-gradation of the telecom network in Paki-
stan. Member International Coordination, Ajmal-
Awan; CEO Universal Service Fund, HaarisMah-
mood Choudhry; and Managing Director Pakistan
Software Export Board, Osman Nasir, also attend-
ed the meeting.

During the meetings, international delegations
praised the efforts of the IT Ministry in the grow-
ing technology sector of Pakistan and said that the
country had a huge potential for constituting digital
development projects.

With the future plan set in motion, the Minis-
try of IT & Telecom through USF will be providing
High-Speed Mobile Broadband access to approx-
imately 2.7 million people in 4,109 unserved and
underserved muazasin Balochistan, Punjab, Sindh
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces.

P e A T gl ST S 1T,
In the enactment of the Prime Minister of Pa-
kistan’s vision of “Digital Pakistan”, the Federal
Minister has initiated projects for proliferating the
growth of the ICT sector and improving bilateral
relations with countries around the globe to reap
benefits of the potential opportunities in hand.

Later, a World Bank delegation led by Practice
Manager, Nicole Klingen, and comprised VP Infra-
structure, Riccardo Puliti, and Global Lead Broad-
band Access, Doyle Gallegos, called on the Federal
Minister. The two sides discussed Pakistan’s strate-
gy towards Broadband services and telecom infra-
structure.

The Federal Minister also met high-ranking of-
ficials of other major companies, as well as Paki-
stan’s Ambassador and Consul-General in Spain.

Chairman Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) Maj. Gen. (R) Amir AzeemBajwa,
and Secretary-General of the Asia-Pacific Telecom-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Reforms in Pakistan
I'T sector globally
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A series of meetings were held between various delegations,

represented by international

organizations, and Pakistan’s

Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication, Syed Aminul
Haque, during the Mobile World Congress 2022

munity (APT) Masanori Kondo also held a meeting
at the GSMA Mobile World Congress (MWC).
The Chairman PTA briefed the Secretary-Gen-
eral about the digital connectivity landscape in
Pakistan, PTA’s efforts to bridge the digital gender
divide and major regulatory interventions by PTA
such as cellular license renewals, spectrum auction,

The Secretary-General appreci-
ated the efforts of PTA to carry
forward the process of digital
transformation in Pakistan
and also offered help to extend
APT’s support for the gender
inclusion initiatives, frequency
information system and

capacity building

5G preparations, spectrum rationalization and state
of the fixed-line sector, said a news release on the
meeting.

The Secretary-General appreciated the efforts
of PTA to carry forward the process of digital
transformation in Pakistan and also offered help
to extend APT’s support for the gender inclusion
initiatives, frequency information system and ca-
pacity building. The Chairman on behalf of PTA
expressed willingness to host an APT event.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

The leaders agreed to deliberate on the possibili-
ty of establishing a PTA-led training facility to offer
technical and regulatory training for regional peers
in standardization, spectrum management and ru-
ral connectivity.

Meanwhile, Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) has collaborated with the GSM Asso-
ciation to reduce the digital gender gap in Pakistan.

A cooperation agreement was signed between
the two organizations at the Mobile World Con-
gress 2022, in Barcelona.

Through this collaboration, GSMA will facil-
itate PTA by sharing data/insights/expertise in
identifying target-oriented projects to reduce the
digital gender gap. These will include initiatives
related to digital financial inclusion, accessibility,
affordability, online security awareness, and digital
skills by females in both rural and urban areas.

GSMA will also support PTA in designing
SMS/WhatsApp/IVR-based consumer surveys.
Through these surveys, authentic gender-disag-
gregated data will be captured by PTA on various
gender disparity areas such as SIM and device own-
ership, internet, social media usage, and financial
access gap.

GSMA will also share with PTA the best prac-
tices/guidelines and internationally recognized
data indicators on gender inclusion in ICTs. In ad-
dition, GSMA will be providing Mobile Internet
Skills Training Toolkit (MISTT) in the Urdu lan-
guage, a set of resources to promote digital literacy
and help people use the internet more safely on their
mobile. The collaboration will serve as an initiative
for bridging the digital gender divide in Pakistan. m
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rime Minister Imran Khan said we expect

the country’s IT exports to reach $50 billion

in the next few years. He said while address-

ing the launching ceremony of the National
E-Tijarat Portal in Islamabad. The prime minister
while assuring every possible facility from the gov-
ernment to the IT sector, urged the youth not to miss
the IT revolution which would not only generate
revenue for themselves but also bridge the country’s
trade gap. “This is the technology revolution. The
youth should in no way miss it,” the premier said
precisely. He said the government would remove all
impediments in way of the IT sector for the conve-
nience of the youth so that they could benefit from
the technology revolution. He said the IT industry
was youth-specific as tech giants became billionaires
in their 20s and had old-aged people working under
them. The prime minister said consequent to the
government’s incentives, the I'T exports had reached
around $4 billion a year which would further en-
hance to fill the import-export gap.

Announcing zero-tax for registered e-freelancers,
the prime minister said American technologist Bill
Gates visited Pakistan recently on his invitation as he
wanted to involve him in Pakistan’s IT sector.

He said he would come up with good news in
a few days in that regard. However, he also lauded
Bill Gates’s contribution to Pakistan for polio eradi-
cation as the country reported no case last year.

The prime minister, who earlier launched E-Ti-
jarat Portal, said the country’s elite-centric system
always resisted the common man from coming for-
ward and taking a lead role. However, notwithstand-
ing the fact that we don’t have advanced systems, it
was heartening that Pakistan’s youth had immense
potential which they wanted to use for the country.

He said the government had also introduced a
core education curriculum for up to fifth class so far
to do away with the systemic discriminations of En-
glish and Urdu medium in the education sector.

Exemplifying a freelancer girl Nadia from Gilgit,
Imran Khan said, IT provided the easiest opportuni-
ty, particularly to women, to contribute to the nation-
al development. Even the 60percent of the country’s
population under the age of 30 can also be used for
this purpose, he added. He said having an old con-
nection with the overseas Pakistanis, he knew their
potential as they excelled in a number of different
fields abroad when they got a level playing field.

The prime minister also appreciated his Special
Assistant on e-commerce Aon Abbas Buppi for his
concise and informative presentation as well as his
dedicated efforts to promote e-commerce.

He told the gathering that the incumbent govern-
ment had inherited a bankrupt country and he, being
a sportsman, knew how to sail through the difficul-
ties as such always advised his Cabinet members nev-
er to worry about it but struggle to overcome them.

In another event, Prime Minister Imran Khan
has said that the industrial sector has resumed prog-
ress due to successful policies of the government

The government is taking all
possible steps to attract
investors towards industrialisa-
tion and manufacturing in the
country

Chairing a meeting to review the progress of on-
going development projects in Faisalabad, the prime
minister directed for completing all development
projects within a given timeframe. He asked the of-
ficial authorities for completing the public welfare
projects on a priority basis. He said the government
is taking all possible steps to attract investors towards
industrialisation and manufacturing in the country.
He said Punjab is a very attractive province for for-
eign investors, especially for Chinese, who want to
shift their industrial units to Pakistan.

The prime minister directed the relevant offi-
cials to ensure a business-friendly environment for
the investors. These measures include the provision
of land on easy instalments to decrease the cost of
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He said he would come up with good news in a few days in
this regard. However, he also lauded Bill Gates’s contribution
to Pakistan for polio eradication as the country reported no

case last year

initial investment of businessmen and availability of
plug and play model for early start of their business
operations.

The prime minister also stressed the need for
framing effective rules and regulations to discourage
conversion of the industrial estates into real estate
ventures. He observed that when the investor would
pay a heavy price only for acquiring land to start a
business project, it would make the investment not
attractive so he would abandon the decision to invest
in setting up the industrial unit.

He instructed the relevant officials to reorgan-
ise the board of directors of Punjab Industrial Es-
tate Development and Management Company
and Faisalabad Industrial Estate Development and
Management Company on very professional lines
so that those directors can be appointed who have
no personal interest in the special economic zones.
He said that foreign investments will boost after the
establishment of the special economic zone in Fais-
alabad. He said the government is providing health
insurance worth over Rs400 billion for all families in
the province through health cards.

While jumping 29percent to $251 million in De-
cember, IT exports surged 36percent to $1.3 billion
in the first half of this fiscal year, mostly riding a
massive stream of investment pouring into Pakistan’s
technology sector, showed recently released data.

Technology exports amounted to $667 million in
the second quarter. Pakistan’s total IT exports stood
at $1.44 billion in FY2020, which increased to $2.1
billion in FY2021. According to KhurramSchehzad,
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CEO of Alpha Beta Core, this growth will gather
more momentum down the line. “Increased invest-
ment in the startup ecosystem is helping Pakistan de-
velop technology infrastructure, which, in turn, will
increase IT exports growth,” Schehzad said.

However, the recent increase in foreign invest-
ments in Pakistan, especially in tech-based startups
doesn’t reflect in the IT exports. But Schehzad says it
has been helping develop technology infrastructure
and increase job opportunities in tech-based compa-
nies, which will eventually help increase IT exports
further. “I see IT exports recording a historic high
of $2.8 billion to $3 billion in the fiscal year 2022,”
an IT sector analyst said. “But it depends on what
incentives the government is willing to give to the IT
sector.” He said the government also needed to es-
tablish tech zones to help the sector grow more. He
said around 15,000 IT companies were being estab-
lished and hiring fresh employees, adding, expansion
of the technology sector would subsequently fuel IT
exports growth. Wajid Rizvi, Head of Strategy and
Economy at JS Global, expects I'T exports to grow to
$2.6 billion by the end of FY2022. “

The market-based exchange rate and devaluation
of rupee have also enhanced the potential of tech-
nology sector exports as the companies/individuals
associated with the sector receive their payments
mostly in dollars,” Rizvi said.

He added that Pakistan was the net exporter of
IT services and the sector had a great potential to
grow which is evident from a rising trend of software
and other IT-exports. m
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urkey has been trying to re-negotiate a deal
with America to acquire F-35 stealth fight-
er jets from the US after it was kicked out
from the Joint Strike Fighter program for
purchasing the Russian S-400 defence systems.

Even though the two NATO allies (the US and
Turkey) have been engaged in talks to reach a mutual
understanding, there has been no progress.

Turkey has an ageing Air Force, dominated by
the old F-16 Falcons that are in dire need of repairs
and up-gradation. With the recent purchase of Ra-
fale by arch-rival Greece, the Balance of Power in
the region has tilted against Ankara, further adding
to Turkish woes. In the backdrop of Turkey’s need
for an advanced aircraft, the CEO of Turkish Aero-
space, the company that is manufacturing Turkey’s
next-gen fighter, said that Turkey and Pakistan were
working together to develop a fifth-generation fight-
er. In an interview, TemelKotil mentioned a fifth-gen-
eration fighter project. However, more details about
the project were not revealed.

Turkey is also in the process of building its own
modern fighter jet; called TF-X that it claims would
be comparable with the US F-35. Recently, it un-
veiled a full-scale mock-up at Singapore Air Show, in
a first such move in Asia.

However, it is not clear whether it will cooperate
with Pakistan on the same project or build another
fighter.

Other officials also took part in the interview,
including Pakistan Air Force Air Vice-Marshal
RizwanRiaz, who is the pro-rector for research, in-
novation, and commercialization at the National
University of Sciences and Technology (NUST), the
country’s top scientific institution.

“This is a fifth-generation fighter aircraft on
which Pakistan and Turkey are now cooperating,”
Riaz said. This is not the first time that Turkey has
talked about collaboration with Pakistan in develop-
ing a combat aircraft.

In December last year, the head of the Turkish
Defense Industry Committee Ismail Demir said in
an interview with CNN Turk that “Our doors are
open for cooperation in this direction. In particu-
lar, we are talking about cooperation with countries
such as Azerbaijan and Pakistan, and we propose to
unite efforts in this direction” while talking about
fifth-generation aircraft.

Turkey is attempting to co-develop fighter jets
and missiles with Pakistan, a partnership that might
provide Turkey with valuable Chinese military tech-
nology.

A Turk-Pak F-35:

“The name of this one [jet] is Turkish-Pakistani
fighter,” Kotil remarked, pointing to a miniature
model of a stealth aircraft. This is the fifth genera-
tion of the family.” Kotil stated in the interview that
he needed more engineers for the fighter project and
that he was looking for them in Pakistan. Kotil said
he wanted to have “100 engineers” working on the
fighter project at NUST by the end of the year, and
that he would be relocating operations from Turkey.

Previously, Turkey had inaugurated a mega engi-
neering compound facility for designing, developing,
and manufacturing the TF-X fighter jet.

It is expected to take its first flight in the next
three years and a prototype has already been un-
veiled. If Pakistan collaborates on the same project,
its role therein would have to be carefully negotiated.
For decades, China has been Pakistan’s most import-
ant strategic benefactor, assisting Islamabad in the
development of fighter jets, missiles, warships, tanks,
and submarines. With the American refusal to give
the F-35s and the F-16s, Turkey could be seeking
sophisticated Chinese technology through Pakistan.

However, that precedent might not go down well
with the United States and NATO allies that remain
in a tense back and forth relationship with China.
There could be many contingencies related to the
prospect of a close NATO ally seeking Chinese tech-
nology. The Turkish Aerospace is collaborating with
the BAE on the TF-X project which could further
create a problem in getting Chinese technology on
board.

Turkey-Pakistan: Comrades in Arms

Turkey and Pakistan are close allies and have
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Pakistan-Turkey to
manufacture Sth
generation fighter jets

For decades, China has been Pakistan’s mostimportant strategic
benefactor, assisting Islamabad in the development of fighter
jets, missiles, warships, tanks, and submarines. With American
refusal to give the F-35s and the F-16s, Turkey could be seeking
sophisticated Chinese technology through Pakistan

strong military cooperation. In fact, Kotil has re-
ferred to his own fifth-generation fighter as the “first
big fighter of the Muslim world” which is the stron-
gest basis of its allyship with Pakistan.

“This is a fifth-generation fighter
aircraft on which Pakistan and
Turkey are now cooperating,”
Riaz said. This is not the first
time that Turkey has talked
about collaboration with
Pakistan in developing a
combat aircraft

Last year, Turkey and Pakistan signed a formal
agreement to boost defence cooperation by under-
taking joint manufacturing of arms. Turkey is cur-
rently developing Ada class corvettes for Pakistan
under the MILGEM project while carrying out up-
grades to its Agosta-90B submarines.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Meanwhile, Turkey and Pakistan held consulta-
tions to review bilateral relations and ways to further
strengthen cooperation in several areas, including
trade, investments and regional security.

The two countries held “bilateral political con-
sultations” at Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry in Islam-
abad, the Ministry said in a statement. The Turkish
delegation was headed by Deputy Foreign Minister
SedatOnal and the Pakistani side was led by Foreign
Secretary SohailMahmood.

“During the consultations, both sides reviewed
the entire spectrum of bilateral relations as well as
opportunities to further strengthen cooperation in
diverse areas including trade, investments and eco-
nomic cooperation,” read the statement. They ex-
changed views “on the ongoing preparations for the
7th Session of the High-Level Strategic Coopera-
tion Council (HLSCC) and the implementation of
the Strategic Economic Framework (SEF) that was
signed between the two countries in February 2020,”
it added.

“It was noted with satisfaction that the Joint
Working Groups (JWGs) under the HLSCC held
their meetings in preparation for the HLSCC,” the
statement said. m
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he first batch of six Chinese-made J-10CE
fighter jets was inducted into Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) at Minhas Air Base in Kam-
ra. The total order for the aircraft is said

to be between 24-36. Actual numbers have not been

revealed. The J-10CE is a competitor to the French

Rafale jets which were included in the Indian Air

Force (IAF) last year. Islamabad is said to have or-

dered these aircraft to attain parity with the Rafales.

The J-10CEs are equipped with the latest generation

AESA radar, claimed to provide similar coverage as

that of the Rafale jets.

“With the delivery of the J-10CEs, China and
Pakistan opened a new chapter in aviation defence
cooperation, and it will significantly contribute to
further deepening the China-Pakistan All-Weath-
er Strategic Cooperative Partnership,” the aircraft’s
maker, Aviation Industry Corporation of China
(AVIC) said in a statement. According to AVIC, the
J-10C is capable of striking multiple targets from be-
yond visual range under complex electromagnetic
environments and can deliver precision attacks on
ground targets with multiple guidance modes.

The aircraft boasts mid-to-low altitude combat
maneuverability, supersonic flight, short-range take-
off and landing, large combat radius, long-range and
mid-air refuelling capabilities. The J-10CE is the
first aircraft equipped with China’s domestically de-
veloped WS-10 engines. It also comes with China’s
most powerful short-range combat missile, the PL-
10, and beyond-visual-range missile, the PL-15.

“T am especially grateful to China and thank
China on behalf of my nation for providing us these
jets in a record short time of around eight months,”
Prime Minister Imran Khan said during the ceremo-
ny held at the Kamra Airbase, about 74kilometers
northwest of the capital city, where Chinese diplo-
mats and military officials were also in attendance.

“An attempt is being made to create a (security)
imbalance in the sub-continent,” the Prime Minister
said, referring to the Indian defence buildup. “This is
a big addition today to our defence system to address
the security imbalance.” Pakistan and India, bitter
nuclear-armed adversaries, have fought three wars
since they gained independence from British rule in
1947. The long-running territorial dispute over divid-
ed Kashmir remains the primary source of bilateral
military tensions.

Air force chief Air Marshal Zaheer Ahmed
Baber described the induction of J-10C jets as a his-
toric moment in the history of Pakistan.

“Today, after a gap of almost four decades, the
Pakistan Air Force is inducting (a) next-generation
combat system,” Baber said. “The last such event
was in 1982 when F-16 aircraft joined the Pakistani
fleet,” he added, referring to a US-built aircraft. The
United States sold and upgraded F-16 jets to Paki-
stan, as a major non-NATO ally during the Afghan
war in 80s. The J-10C is not the only advanced weap-
ons system Beijing has delivered to Pakistan recently.
Earlier this year, the Pakistan navy in its fleet induct-
ed the first of four Type 054A/P frigates developed
by China under a bilateral agreement.

The ceremony came a day after Pakistan alleged
an unarmed surface-to-surface Indian “superson-
ic missile” landed deep inside its territory, causing
minor damage to civilian property but no casualties.
Islamabad also lodged a protest over what it con-
demned as a “flagrant” violation of Pakistani air-
space by the neighbouring country. New Delhi con-
firmed that “in the course of routine maintenance, a
technical malfunction led to the accidental firing of
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J-10CE jets further
solidify Pakistan’s
air defence against
Indian Rafales

The J-10CE is a competitor to the French Rafale jets which were
included in Indian Air Force (IAF) last year. Islamabad is said to
have ordered these aircralft to attain parity with the Rafales. The
J-10CkEs are equipped with the latest generation AIKSA radar,
claimed to provide similar coverage as that of the Rafale jets

a missile.” An official statement said the government
has taken “a serious view” and ordered an inquiry
into the incident.

The official commissioning of China’s new gen-
eration, main battle aircraft into the Pakistan Air
Force marks the systematized, organic export of
such aviation equipment by China, and is yet anoth-
er major milestone in the export of China’s advanced
aviation equipment, the Global Times learned from
the aircraft’s maker, state-owned Aviation Indus-
try Corporation of China

jet. It excels at systematic, cooperative combat, is ca-
pable of striking multiple targets from beyond visual
range under complex electromagnetic environments
and can deliver precision attacks on ground targets
with multiple guidance modes.

Pakistan’s J-10CE will not replace the JF-17, but
form a combination, leading to higher combat capa-
bilities..

Photos of the Pakistan Air Force’s J-10CEs show
that the aircraft are equipped with China’s domesti-
cally developed WS-10 en-

(AVIC).

With the delivery of the
J-10CEs, China and Paki-
stan opened a new chapter
in aviation defence coop-
eration, and it will signifi-
cantly contribute to further
deepening the China-Paki-
stan All-Weather Strategic
Cooperative  Partnership,
AVIC said.

“Pakistan is a tradition-

“I am especially grateful to
China and thank China on
behalf of my nation for
providing us these jets in a
record short time of around
eight months,” Prime Minister
Imran Khan said during a cere- their made-for-export vari-

gines, and the aircraft also
come with China’s most
powerful short-range com-
bat missile, the PL-10, and
China’s most powerful be-
yond-visual-range-missile,
the PL-15.

Both the PL-10 and
the PL-15 were displayed
at Airshow China 2021 in

ant, the PL-10E and the

al and important partner IMONY held at Kamra Airbase PL-15E.

of Chinese aviation arms

The J-10CE is not the

products”, AVIC said, noting that the country not
only commissioned the J-6 fighter, the J-7 fighter and
the Q-5 attacker, it also joined China’s development
of K-8 basic trainer. In the 21st century, facing a new
combat environment and the international market,
China and Pakistan jointly developed the FC-1, an
all-weather, single-engine, lightweight, multi-role
fourth-generation fighter jet also known as the JF-17.

Independently developed by China’s aviation in-
dustry, the J-10CE is an all-weather, single-engine,
single-seat, multirole, fourth-plus generation fighter
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only advanced weapon system China has deliv-
ered to Pakistan recently, as the Pakistan Navy in
January inducted its first Type 054A/P frigate.
This demonstrates that defence cooperation be-
tween China and Pakistan is going even wider and
deeper, and the large-scale adaptation of Chinese
equipment by all Pakistani military services will
significantly boost their combat capabilities. Chi-
na believes that a more powerful Pakistan military
can better safeguard the shared interests of the two
countries in the region. =
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Govt launches National Gender Policy
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Thesittinggovernmenthasmade an organized effortand puttogether the National Gender Policy
IFramework which packages the intelligence gathered through subject experts, international
reviewers, and most importantly framing a set of gender-focused strategic priorities identified

by our youth

n the eve of International Women’s Day,

the Ministry of Planning, Development

and Special Initiatives launched the Na-

tional Gender Policy Framework-2022
aimed at providing a conducive environment for
women to excel and empower them.

Chairing the launching event, Minister for Plan-
ning, Development, and Special Initiatives Asad
Umar attributed the global recognition and success
of Pakistan’s effective Covid response efforts, to the
women who played a key role as front-line health-
care workers.

“As Pakistan got global recognition for its
COVID19 response, we fully recognize that our
health response was delivered by a health workforce
which comprises of 76% females (55% female doc-
tors, 88% female nurses and 100% female lady health
workers)”, he said.

The sitting government has made an organized
effort and put together the National Gender Policy
Framework which packages the intelligence gathered
through subject experts, international reviewers, and
most importantly framing a set of gender-focused
strategic priorities identified by our youth.

Asad Umar highlighted that the Policy contains
the government’s clearly defined intent to provide
women with the requisite rights and opportunities to
thrive as equal and prosperous citizens of Pakistan.

“I am confident that effective implementation
of this Policy will contribute immensely to inclusive
social and economic development in which women
across social, political, and economic divides will
play important and empowering roles,” he added.
Asad Umar said the Policy mainly features six dif-
ferent points namely education, a good-governance
system with a special focus on women, employment
opportunities for women, security, health and pro-
moting their political participation and leadership.

He said without engaging the half population of
the country, Pakistan could not move forward on the
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path of sustainable development.

The minister maintained that the government is
cognizant of the fact that gender equality is not just
one goal, but is the key to delivering all the seventeen
Sustainable Development Goals, as it is the prime
enabler and accelerator for Agenda 2030.

The minister said increasing economic participa-
tion of 49.2percent of the female population is the
top-most priority of the government. According to
statistics issued by the ministry, total labour force par-
ticipation in Pakistan is 68.76million, out of which
female participation in labour force is 16.36million
and male labour force participation is 52.41 million.

Even among the young women (ages 15-29), only
23percent are part of the labour force as compared to
70percent males of the same age group.

Women’s unpaid work is
valued (using comparative
median wages) at Rs 683billion.
This constitutes the S7percent
of all work done by women,
equaling 2.6percent of the GDP

Although an estimated 76million women are of
working age, only 3.2million participate in ‘paid’ la-
bour and 72.8million women are not in any form of
“paid’ labour.

The national labour value in Pakistan’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) can be increased by 27per-
cent by increasing female labour force participation
to S0percent while completely closing the gender gap
can boost the national GDP by 30percent i.e. USD
85.2 billion.

‘Women’s unpaid work is valued (using compara-
tive median wages) at Rs 683billion. This constitutes

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

S7percent of all work done by women, equaling
2.6percent of the GDP.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister for Human
Rights Dr. ShireenMazari said the incumbent gov-
ernment has taken numerous measures to resolve the
special issues faced by the women besides providing
a conducive working atmosphere to the women and
girls to enhance their share in the development pro-
cess of the country. Special Assistant to the Prime
Minister on Poverty Alleviation and the country’s
first lady Lt. General NigarJohar also spoke on the
occasion.

Separately, ministers and political leaders shared
their messages on International Women’s Day with
a renewed pledge to work for the betterment of
women’s rights. Federal Minister for Human Rights
ShireenMazari said it was a day to honour women
from all walks of life, adding it was also the right
of every woman to demand rights and work for her
development.

PML-N Vice President Maryam Nawaz said ev-
ery woman was the epitome of strength and courage.

“To every woman out there... You define the very
fabric of society. You make the world beautiful. It is
said that being a woman itself is a superpower. Make
the most of it. You go girls,” she wrote in a message
on Twitter. Senior politician and PPP Senator Sher-
ry Rehman congratulated women and said it was
due to collective endeavours that all women were
now able to fight for their rights.

“Don’t lose hope. We will ensure that our rights
are accepted, no matter how much time it takes,” she
said in a video message.

Leader of the Opposition in the National As-
sembly and PML-N President Shehbaz Sharif also
thanked women for their services and contributions
to society.

“From Marie Curie to Fatima Jinnah, the female
icons charted a way forward & proved their mettle in
every field of life,” Shehbaz said in a tweet. m
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Airlink Communication
starts Xiaomi smartphones
manufacturing in Pakistan

g

Mr. MuzzalTar Havat Piracha, CEO of Airlink Communication Limited, commenting on this aus
picious occasion said, “Our partner ship with Xiaomi is wonderful news not only for the company
but also for Pakistan. Xiaomi is a global tech giant and market leader in innovative technology
which iz not limited to smartphones only, T H]:- venture will open many avenues as smartphone
manufacturing iz the first step towards a bigger goal.

elect Technologies, a wholly-owned subsid-
iary of Airlink Communication Limited, is
proud to announce the inauguration of its
smartphone manufacturing plant for the
production of Xiaomi handsets in Pakistan. The
event took place on the 4th of March at the fac-
tory located in Quaid-e- Azam Industrial Estate,
KotLakhpat Lahore. Airlink Group is one of the
leading manufacturers, retailers and distributors of
smartphones, with nearly all major global brands of

the industry as their partners. The company holds
approximately 20percent market share in distribu-
tion and is set to enhance its footing by beginning
production of Xiaomi handsets.

Mr. Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha, CEO of Airlink
Communication Limited, commenting on this aus-
picious occasion said, “Our partnership with Xiao-
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mi is wonderful news not only for the company but
also for Pakistan. Xiaomi is a global tech giant and
market leader in innovative technology which is not
limited to smartphones only. This venture will open
many avenues as smartphone manufacturing is the
first step towards a bigger goal. My aim is to register

We will not only be localizing
manufacturing; this will
consequentially enhance
exports of Pakistan and help
us play our role in reducing the
import bill

Pakistan on the global technological map with a vi-
sion of par excellence service delivery and product
provision to every nook and corner of Pakistan. We
will not only be localizing manufacturing; this will
consequentially enhance exports of Pakistan and
help us play our role in reducing the import bill.”
Companies around the globe consider Paki-
stan’s mobile market as an emerging market with
a plethora of opportunities for businesses. With the
emergence of 3G/4G technology, there has been a
significant increase subscriber base of mobile oper-
ators. Locking on this opportunity, mobile brands

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

are providing consumers with a wider choice of
smartphones at more affordable prices in the low-ti-
er range.

This initiative is expected to drive a sales volume
of 550 million USD in revenue. The huge produc-
tion size will not only create new job opportunities
for the citizens of Pakistan but will also contribute
to a reduction in the country’s import bill and en-
able new possibilities in international business.

President Dr. ArifAlvi on the inauguration of
the plant congratulated Airlink Communication
for manufacturing Xiaomi handsets in Pakistan.
The President noted that Pakistan has been looking
for local manufacturing of mobile phones for the
last 15 to 20 years as the country’ imports mobile
phones worth more than a billion US dollars almost
every year. m
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UAK’s Ktisalat Group

unveils e as new
brand identity

The new brand demonstrates the Group’s commitment to
becoming a global technology and investment conglomerate
that accelerates the digital transformation journey while
empowering societies. HH Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
commends e& for steering its global digitalisation leadership
through pioneering advanced technologies, advancing ICT
infrastructures, and fuelling growth while unlocking value.

is Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed

Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister of

the United Arab Emirates and Minister

of Presidential Affairs has launched e&,
marking the transformation ambitions of Etisalat
Group into a global technology and investment con-
glomerate. Commenting on the launch, HH Sheikh
Mansour emphasised the importance of capitalising
on opportunities that the fast-evolving business land-
scape continues to present in the age of technological
disruption. He commended the efforts of e& in de-
vising a more progressive business model that sus-
tains its hyper scaling ambitions, promotes new ven-
tures and partnerships, and maximises value across
its operations.

o capital

o Enbsmrsms

His Highness said, “The transformation of e&
from a telecom company founded more than four
decades ago in the UAE into a global influence in
digitalisation highlights its role in upholding the
UAE'’s sustainable economic development and di-
versification plans. We commend e& for being the
national champion that steers its global digitalisation
leadership through pioneering advanced technol-
ogies, advancing ICT infrastructures, and fuelling
geographic expansions while unlocking value.”

The launch of the new brand identity for Etisalat
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Group was attended by His Excellency Mohammad
bin Abdullah Al Gergawi, Minister of Cabinet Af-
fairs, H.E. Mohamed Bin Hadi Al Hussaini, Min-
ister of State for Financial Affairs and H.E. Jassem
Mohamed Bu AtabaAlzaabi, Chairman of e&.

The Group was also named
the strongest telecoms brand
in the world. Accumulating
success year on year has taken
place in light of the consider-
able investments the Group
has made in maintaining its
oG network prowess, investing
in breakthrough technologies,
aggressive market penetrations,
deploying megaprojects, driving
smarter connectivity, and pur-
suing strong partnerships

As part of its strategy, e& will enhance custom-
ers’ experiences across all segments by ideating,
designing, and delivering a range of innovative and
breakthrough technologies, driven by its track record
of success. This strategy is aimed at accelerating
growth through the creation of a resilient business
model that is representing the Group’s main business
pillars. Telecom will retain the previous branding
identity while upholding the Group’s rich telecoms
heritage, bolstering the Group’s strong telecoms in-
frastructure and maximising value for its customer
segments, in the UAE and internationally. In addi-
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tion, it will expand into new geographic markets
while continuing to drive operational performance
in the 16 markets where it operates.

e& life is focused on enhancing customer delight
by becoming an integral part of the lives of its cus-
tomers. The business pillar has already made robust
plans to deliver next-generation technologies and
digital experiences that will bring the world to the
customers’ fingertips through smart connectivity
platforms in entertainment, retail and financial ser-
vices.

e& enterprise will be the driving force behind the
digital transformation of governments, corporates
and enterprises. Through its breakthrough technol-
ogy solutions in cybersecurity, cloud, Internet of
Things (IoT) and Artificial Intelligence (AI), as well
as deploying mega projects, e& enterprise will create
real business value as it continues to leverage on its
expertise as a digital managed company having the
strength and reach of a globally trusted partner.

Maximising shareholder value while strength-
ening global presence is key to the e& strategy to
empower societies. e& capital will act as a pillar for
growth for the Group as it drives new acquisitions
and mergers in line with its vision for investing in
ideas that make the future. The evolution e& comes
at the heels of the Group’s strong financial perfor-
mance as well as several milestones that contributed
to the transformation. More recently, e& ranked first
in the Forbes MENA Top 10 most valuable listed
companies in the UAE. The Group was also named
the strongest telecoms brand in the world. Accumu-
lating success year on year has taken place in light
of the considerable investments the Group has made
in maintaining its 5G network prowess, investing in
breakthrough technologies, aggressive market pen-
etrations, deploying megaprojects, driving smarter
connectivity, and pursuing strong partnerships.

H.E. Jassem Mohamed Bu AtabaAlzaabi, Chair-
man of e&, said: “This is a milestone in the history
of the Group, and a new era where we reaffirm our

commitment to deliver outstanding customer experi-
ences and maximise value for our shareholders. To
ensure that the next chapter of our journey is a suc-
cess, we made the decision to realign our business
model so that we can stay agile and fit for the future.

“This successful journey has been made possible
through the continuous support of the UAE leader-
ship as we become key enablers in the digital trans-
formation taking place globally across all industries.”

He added, “Our evolution is built on the solid
foundations of several historical achievements, mul-
tiple milestones and robust financial performance,
highlighting our global technological leadership
and our confidence in leading change for growth.
During this time, we have also worked tirelessly to
ensure that our solutions positively impact people’s
lives at every touchpoint. We are now ready to be the
future-focussed nexus that will drive more positive
change for our customers and shareholders through
our robust expertise.” =
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Beaconhouse School held

Sports Day

at Satellite Town Campus
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ports play a pivotal role in promoting
healthy activity in a society and help
groom the youth on positive thoughts
to enable them to perform their part in a
national building in a more constructive and for-
ward-looking manner. Beaconhouse School Sys-
tem is the best in the country for playing a singular
and commendable role in providing their students
with high standard games and sports. In line with
this objective, Beaconhouse School System, held
Annual Sports Day at its Senior Boys Branch, Sat-
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ellite Town, Rawalpindi recently.

Students of the School enthusiastically took
part in different disciplines of sports and the win-
ners were awarded attractive prizes. Principal of
the School Madam MusarratJahanzeb attended
the event as chief guest while teachers of the in-
stitution and parents of the students witnessed the
sports events with keen interest and to a great en-
couragement of the participants of the sports.

Speaking on the occasion, Principal Musar-
ratJahanzeb highlighted the need of arranging
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sports events regularly as a means to enable the
young mind and physique of students to grow on
a healthy and constructive mode. She said such
events also furnished opportunities to students to
show their talents on the ground which held an
important value in the modern era to get recogni-
tion of the country at the international level. The
Principal also sensitized the parents on the need
of motivating their kids to take part in sports and
show their talents on the ground. She said taking
part in sports was equally important as education.
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PTA conducts

(Quality tests to raise
Internet service to
global standards
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A total of 5 cities, 4 towns and 4 motorways/highways were

surveyed, more than 15,000 voice calls were made and 45,000
data tests were performed. The QoS test covered the areas
including cities, towns and roads in the federal and the provincial
capitals which made for approximately 4,622 KM in length

akistan Telecommunication Authority

(PTA) has conducted recently the 2nd

nationwide Network Performance Score

(NPS) Benchmarking Campaign in dif-
ferent cities, towns and motorways/highways
throughout the country to assess the quality and
performance of mobile networking in line with the
latest NPS methodology.

A total of 5 cities, 4 towns and 4 motorways/
highways were surveyed, more than 15,000 voice
calls were made and 45,000 data tests were per-
formed. The QoS test covered the areas includ-
ing cities, towns and roads in the federal and the
provincial capitals which made for approximately
4,522 KM in length.

NPS is a harmonized and integrative scoring
methodology standardized by European Telecom-
munications Standards Institute (ETSI) that char-
acterizes the overall network performance based
on automated tests with commercial smartphones
simulating the typical end-user behaviour (voice
call, browsing etc.) in a public network. NPS en-
ables telecom regulators to compare and assess the
quality of all mobile networks based on interna-
tional standard KPIs. NPS is now part of Cellular
Mobile Network Quality of Service (QoS) Regula-
tions 2021 issued by PTA.

Based on this, PTA has gained valuable insights
into the performance of each mobile network oper-
ator. By making this survey public, PTA is spurring
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competition among the operators to improve their
existing infrastructure with the aim to increase
country-wide mobile network quality. Bringing
Pakistan’s LTE networks at par with the interna-
tionally adopted standards will lay the foundation
for a future roll-out of 5G technology on a sound
footing.

PTA conducts nationwide mobile Quality of
Service (QoS) Surveys on a periodical basis in or-
der to assess the networking performance of all
Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs) with respect to
licensed KPIs for voice, data and SMS services.

PTA conducts nationwide
mobile Quality of Service (QoS)
Surveys on a periodical basis in

order to assess the network
performance of all Cellular
Mobile Operators (CMOs) with
respect to licensed KPIs for
voice, data and SMS services

On the other hand, the Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Information Technology and Telecom-
munication is displeased with the poor quality of
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telecommunication services. The Committee has
sought the appearance of telecom operators, the
Chairman of the Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA), and the Minister for Information
Technology & Telecommunications, Syed Aminul-
Hagque, to explain the situation in the next meeting.

The meeting of the Senate Standing Commit-
tee was held under the Chairmanship of Senator
Kauda Babar.

The committee members decried the poor qual-
ity of services by local telecom operators and asked
the PTA’s officials to devise a concrete strategy
for improving the services. The members and the
chairman were also displeased with the absence of
the Chairman PTA and called for his presence in
the next meeting.

The chairman expressed serious concern over
the absence of networks in Balochistan and other
areas of Pakistan. He said that the people of Ba-
lochistan pay taxes for each recharge but are un-
able to avail of telecom services. He warned that
the committee will take action if the cellular com-
panies did not address the problem at the earliest.

A PTA official explained that the problem is
mainly due to security reasons and power interrup-
tions.

Chairman Committee told the officials that
even the Parliament House and some pockets of Is-
lamabad did not have proper cellular services cov-
erage. “Is there any security issue in the Parliament
as well? I have got three connections to get myself
connected,” he posed.

He then directed all the cellular companies to
ensure their presence in the next meeting and brief
the Committee on the matter in detail.

The Committee discussed the ‘National Infor-
mation Technology Board Bill’ and highlighted
legal ambiguities therein. The Chairman opined
if Minister addressed the ambiguities directly with
the Committee, it will pass the bill in the next meet-
ing.
While discussing the Pass Track application,
the Ministry of Information Technology and Tele-
communication (MoITT) apprised the Committee
that it was developed in coordination with the Min-
istry of Health and the National Command and
Operation Center (NCOC) for record-keeping of
the travellers to Pakistan during the pandemic. The
Committee was briefed about the salient features
of the application and told that the application
was user-friendly that could be installed on smart-
phones.

It was mentioned that 1,530,185 people have
downloaded this app so far and 166,768 passengers
travelled using this app in January.

Senator AfnanUllah Khan noted that the app
did not have an ‘Edit your Profile’ option and rec-
ommended that the MoITT include Urdu and oth-
er regional languages in the app as well.

While deliberating over the IGNITE funds and
projects, the MoITT informed the Committee that
IGNITE had awarded 4,761 scholarships from
2007 to 2018 under the umbrella of the National
ICT Scholarship Program, which cost around Rs.
3.75 billion, and 353 scholarships were awarded to
students from Baluchistan between 2011 and 2018,
which cost around Rs. 230 million.

Furthermore, five Incubation Centers have
been established in Islamabad, Karachi, Peshawar,
Lahore, Quetta and planning is underway to also
open the Centers in Hyderabad and Faisalabad
in the calendar year and in Multan and Sialkot in
2023.

The Committee decided to visit the Islamabad
Center to analyse its operations and standards.

IGNITE has also funded startups and launched
the Digiskills project which provided free online
training in three districts of southern Balochistan,
including Khuzdar, Turbat, and Gwadar, the
MOolITT said.

The meeting was attended by Senators Rubina
Khalid, Sana Jamali, SeemeeEzdi, Palwasha Mo-
hammad Zai Khan, NaseemaEhsan, AfnanUllah
Khan, ShahadatAwan, and ZeeshanKhanzada; the
Secretary MoI'TT, and other senior officers of the
PTA. =

| FEBRUARY 15 - MARCH 15, 2022

SIS T e

TR T A B TR Y 1]

uad ns ADIFIM

0t

g
2
g
2




' Had ns ADIFIM

o€

SIS T

2
2
=
2

i) W AL

LEE SY

Q0%9% 1v1a

#

lJ

ATM crimes

decrease but
skimmers still active

They revealed about using different chips to skim data of ATM
users, which were later, used to withdraw money from banks. It
may be mentioned here that incidents of ATM skimming started
in the country in 2016. Criminals used skimmers to capture
banking data off debit and credit cards

he incidents of ATM skimming in the

country although have decreased due

to efficient devices and proper monitor-

ing yet the skimmers do not spare any
chance to withdrawn the cash. Three members
of a gang of Automated Teller Machine (ATM)
skimmers were arrested and skimming devices
and other supporting tools were recovered from
them.

Sub-Divisional Police Officer (SDPO) ASP
Wagas Khan said upon getting information about
suspicious activities by some people at an ATM
of a private bank, a police party led by SHO
HabiburRehman came into action and intercept-
ed the gangsters when they trying to escape to
Rawalpindi.

During the search, police recovered two ATM
tracking devices, chips used in hacking, batteries,
two blank cards, a magnetic strip-reader and oth-
er devices from their possession.

SDPO Khan said it was found during the in-
vestigations that the suspects were already booked
and arrested by the Federal Investigation Author-
ity (FIA) for their involvement in various ATM
skimming incidents.

A case was registered against the suspects
under sections 420, 468 and 471 of the Pakistan
Penal Code (PPC) and they are currently being
interrogated.

During investigations, the accused confessed
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their involvement in withdrawing money from
different banks in the country, especially the twin-
city Islamabad and Rawalpindi, through hacking.
They revealed that they used different chips to
skim data of ATM users, which were later used
to withdraw money from banks. It may be men-
tioned here that incidents of ATM skimming
started in the country in 2016. Criminals used
skimmers to capture banking data off debit and
credit cards.

During the search, police
recovered two ATM tracking
devices, chips used in hacking,
batteries, two blank cards, a
magnetic strip-reader and other
devices from their possession

During the investigations, police found that
skimmers were in fact, physical devices that were
installed over the actual ATM card slots which
read the data of magnetic strips.

A skimmer is a device designed to look like
and replace the card insertion slot at an ATM.
The skimmers, which cannot be usually spotted
by an untrained eye, have circuitry that read and
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stored the data on the magnetic strip of the ATM
card.

Typically, fraudsters also install pinhole cam-
eras at inconspicuous places like the top of the
cash dispenser, the deposit slot or just above the
keyboard. This steals the PIN for the card. In
some cases, criminals have also used a fraudulent
PIN pad fitted with a skimming device and placed
atop the original pin pad.

Days after installation, criminals recover the
skimming machines and cameras and collect the
stolen data, and decode the PIN for a card. In
one case, data were collected remotely in wireless
mode from the skimmer and camera, police said.
Using stolen data, the criminals clone ATM cards
and use these in different cities; at other times,
they transfer the data to their associates or sell the
data to other gangs.

Prevention of skimming is possible with the
alertness of people who load cash in ATMs and
bank officials who can spot any illegal devices
planted in ATMs; posting guards at ATMs; install-
ing machines that do not facilitate installation of
cameras and skimmers; and use of new high-se-
curity bank cards that have facilities against theft
of data through skimming.

Checking for tampering on a point-of-sale de-
vice can be difficult. Most of us aren’t in line at
the grocery store long enough to give the read-
er a good going over. It’s also hard for thieves to
attack these machines since they aren’t left unat-
tended. ATMs, on the other hand, are often left
unwatched in vestibules or even outdoors, making
them easier targets.

While most of this article discusses ATMs,
keep in mind that gas stations, payment stations
for public transit, and other unattended machines
are also ripe for attack.

So when you approach an ATM, check for
some obvious signs of tampering at the top of the
ATM, near the speakers, the side of the screen,
the card reader itself, and the keyboard. If some-
thing looks different, such as a different colour
or material, graphics that aren’t aligned correctly,
or anything else that doesn’t look right, don’t use
that ATM.

If you’re at the bank, it’s a good idea to quick-
ly take a look at the ATM next to yours and com-
pare them. If there are any obvious differences,
don’t use either one—instead, report the suspi-
cious tampering to your bank. For example, if one
ATM has a flashing card entry to show where you
should insert the ATM card and the other ATM
has a plain slot, you know something is wrong.
Most skimmers are glued on top of the existing
reader and will obscure the flashing indicator.

If the keyboard doesn’t feel right—too thick
or off-center perhaps—then there may be a
PIN-snatching overlay. Don’t use it. Look for oth-
er signs of tampering like holes that might hide a
camera or bubbles of glue from a hasty machine
surgery.

Even if you can’t see any visual differences,
push at everything. ATMs are solidly constructed
and generally don’t have any loose parts. Credit
card readers have more variation, but still: Pull
at protruding parts like the card reader. See if the
keyboard is securely attached and just one piece.
If anything moves when you push at it, be con-
cerned.

Whenever you enter a debit card PIN, assume
there is someone looking. Maybe it’s over your
shoulder or through a hidden camera. Even if the
ATM or payment machine seems otherwise fine,
cover your hand as you enter your PIN. Obtaining
the PIN is essential. Without it, criminals are lim-
ited in what they can do with stolen data.

Criminals frequently install skimmers on
ATMs that aren’t located in overly busy locations
since they don’t want to be observed installing
malicious hardware or collecting the harvested
data (although there are always exceptions). In-
door ATMs are generally safer to use than out-
door ones since attackers can access outdoor ma-
chines unseen. Stop and consider the safety of the
ATM before you use it. m
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PTA cuts down
MTR on network
use to meet global
standards

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has cut down the Mobile Termination Rate (MTR) stepwise in order
to bring down call charges for all networks. PTA has taken many decisions and performed various tasks in
continuation of the process of liberalization to create a conducive environment for healthy competition in the
telecommunications industry for the sake of serving the best interest of the consumers. The MTR is the cost
charged by a mobile operator for completing an outgoing call on its network. It is one of the three components 1n
the cost of providing telephone service. Firstly, connecting charges; secondly, duration charges; and finally,
termination charges. PTA in its study titled "Consultation on “Review of Mobile Termination Rate” described
details of MTR and in order to determine MTR for Pakistan through benchmarking, the Authority selected for
study a bigger sample of 26 countries from Asia-Pacific and Europe and also a smaller sample of 8 countries, used
previously in the consultation paper of 2017. Using standard benchmarking practice, MTRs of sample countries in
their respective local currencies were converted to US cents, using PPP (purchasing power parity) adjustments and
applied to 60percent of each country’s MTR to allow for the differences in the relative cost of living between
benchmark countries. This proportion was based on a standard assumption used when benchmarking, that broadly
60percent of the annualized costs of telecommunications operators are represented by labour costs and thereby
reflective of local rates of pay and the cost of living.

For the sample of 26 countries, average benchmark MTRs have been calculated using mean and median of PPP
adjusted MTRs and compared with the PPP adjusted MTR of Pakistan. Resultantly, proposed MTRs for Pakistan
are calculated as Rs. 0.30 and Rs. 0.28 by mean and median benchmark respectively. The Average Revenue per User
(ARPU) in cellular mobile markets of the sample countries are between USD 1.37 to USD 30.96. For alternate
benchmarking, the Authority has considered ARPUs of sample countries relative to Pakistan's ARPU. Using this
benchmarking method, the proposed MTR for Pakistan is between Rs. 0.24 (mean) and Rs. 0.12 (median).
Therefore, the current MTR in Pakistan (@ Rs. 0.70 per minute is still on a much higher side compared to the
above-proposed MTR based on international benchmarking.
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ith a view to facilitate the mobile

network users and catch up with the

international rates, Pakistan Tele-

communication Authority (PTA)
has been consistently making efforts to bring down
the Mobile Termination Rate (MTR) in the coun-
try. Pakistan Telecommunication Authority in the
first step, reduced the MTR from Rs. 0.70 per min-
ute to Rs. 0.50 per minute at the beginning of the
new-year till June 2022 while from July 2022, the
MTR will be reduced further to Rs. 0.40 per minute
that will remain effective till June 2023. From July
2023 onwards, the MTR will be cut down to Rs.
0.30 per minute.

The International
Telecommunication
Union (ITU) has de-
fined termination rate
as the “price charged
by an operator for
forwarding calls from
other network cus-
tomers to their own
customers.” Similarly,
MTR is the “price that
a Cellular Mobile Op-
erator (CMO) charges
to another mobile operator for terminating its off-
net calls on its network”.

Generally, the end-users are not aware of whole-
sale termination charges which are settled among
the operators. Higher termination charges can fa-
vour larger players as compared to smaller opera-
tors; hence, the role of the regulator is important
to provide a level playing field by rationalizing the
termination rates in the telecom sector. Further-
more, effective implementation of interconnection
promotes competition in the telecom sector.

In November 2018, PTA reduced the MTR from
Rs. 0.90 per minute to Rs. 0.80 per minute with ef-
fect from January 2019 to December 2019, and to
Rs. 0.70 per minute from January 2020 onwards.
For further review, PTA issued a consultation paper
on ‘Review of Mobile Termination Rate’ on July 2,
2021, providing international benchmarking analy-
sis for the determination of the MTR in Pakistan.

According to PTA, a regional comparison con-
ducted in this case showed that Pakistan’s MTR is
$0.41 per minute which is much higher than that in
Bangladesh, India, Malaysia, and Sri Lanka, where
the rate is $0.16, $0, $0.24, and $0.25, respectively.
Furthermore, most countries are continuously de-
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creasing their MTRs. The international benchmark-
ing analysis undertaken in the paper shows that
MTR calculated for Pakistan is between Rs. 0.28
to Rs. 0.30 as per Purchasing Power Parity (PPP)
adjustment and between Rs. 0.12 to Rs. 0.24 as per
Average Revenue Per User (ARPU) adjustments.
Therefore, PTA proposed that MTR be determined
at Rs. 0.30 per minute.

All CMOs including SCO, as well as LL and LDI
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operators, were requested to submit their comments
and feedback on the issues highlighted in the paper.
A hearing with all stakeholders was also held on

PTA determined the MTR of
Rs. 2.20 per minute w.e.f. Ist
December 2000, after
implementation of the Calling
Party Pays (CPP) regime and
continued to reduce the same
from time to time

September 20, 2021. After due process and consid-
ering operators’ comments, PTA decided to reduce
the MTR and determined the stepwise decrease in
MTR for Pakistan and Azad Jammu &Kashmir
(AJK) and Gilgit-Biltastan (GB) for all types of
calls (i.e. local, long-distance, and international in-
coming calls) terminated on mobile networks from
other mobile networks or fixed networks.

PTA determined MTR of Rs. 2.20 per minute
w.e.f. 1st December 2000 after the implementa-
tion of Calling Party Pays (CPP) regime and con-
tinued to reduce the same from time to time. The
rate was revised downwards to Rs. 2.00 per minute
in 2002 on the basis of international benchmark-
ing for a period of two years. In July 2005, PTA
determined fixed-to-mobile and mobile-to-mobile
interconnection charges on the basis of Fully Allo-
cated Cost (FAC) and international benchmarking.
Resultantly, a glide path was given to the industry
wherein MTR was reduced to Rs. 1.60 per minute
from August 2005 to June 2006 and Rs. 1.25 per
minute from June 2006 to June 2007. In 2006, PTA
engaged services of renowned consultancy firm
Ovum Plc. for the determination of interconnec-
tion charges on the basis of Bottom-up Long Run
Incremental Cost (LRIC) and the top-down Fully
Allocated Cost (FAC). Based on the study results,
PTA vide its Determination dated 14th May 2008,
reduced MTR to Rs. 1.10 per minute from June
2008 to December 2008, Rs. 1.00 per minute from
January 2009 to December 2009 and Rs. 0.90 per
minute from January 2010. In September 2017,
PTA floated a consultation paper on MTR review
and requested CMOs for their comments and resul-
tantly, PTA vide its Determination dated 16th No-
vember 2018, reduced MTR to Rs. 0.80 per minute
from January 2019 to December 2019 and Rs. 0.70
per minute from January 2020 onwards.

Pakistan’s cellular mobile sector has undergone
substantial changes in the past decade. The intro-
duction of 3G, 4G LTE i.e. ‘mobile broadband’
is undoubtedly the foremost landmark. Cellular
teledensity has reached 84.02percent as of January
2021 and ARPU is around Rs. 214 per connection
in FY 2020. Cellular mobile subscribers now stand
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at 183 million as of February 2021. More impor-
tantly, telecom revenues have jumped to Rs. 424
billion in FY 2020. There have also been significant
regulatory and market developments.

Mobilink and Warid have merged into a single
entity thereby reducing the number of cellular op-
erators to four. Consumer tariff structures have also
changed drastically. Over the years, the differential
in the on-net and off-net call rates has increased and
operators are offering an increasing number of on-
net offers including free on-net calls. MTR plays a
critical role in driving the retail tariffs, especially for
off-net calls.

In view of the changing market structure of the
cellular mobile segment, the last change in MTR
was decided in 2018 based on international bench-
marking. Adopting a glide path approach, a further
review of MTR is required as current MTR @ Rs.
0.70/min in Pakistan is still higher than the inter-
national benchmarking results in 2018 which merit
fixing MTR @ Rs. 0.30 to Rs. 0.43 per minute as
per PPP adjustment and Rs. 0.18 to Rs. 0.19 per
minute as per ARPU adjustment. MTR in Pakistan
is also higher compared to MTRs in regional coun-
tries. It has been noted that countries are continu-
ously decreasing mobile termination rates. Further,
PTA has also received requests from telecom oper-
ators to review the existing mobile termination rate.

Clause 5.1.12 of the Telecommunication Policy
states that the cost-based interconnection charges
will be reviewed not less than once every two years.
In the case of Pakistan, data on cost-based inter-
connection charges are not readily available. Ac-
cordingly, this consultation paper provides bench-
marking analysis for the determination of MTR in
Pakistan in line with clause 18.6 of the Intercon-
nection Guidelines which allows PTA to establish
interconnection charges on the basis of benchmark-
ing when adequate cost information is not readily
available. International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) advocates that interconnection charges
should be regulated because of its natural monopo-
ly characteristics as an operator has complete con-
trol over its own network. A majority of regulators
are regulating mobile termination rates across all
continents by using different methodologies, i.e.
LRIC, Benchmarking, etc. As per GSMA, the regu-
lators in developing countries consider it necessary
to regulate MTR to increase the level of competi-
tion, improve consumer welfare, stop cross-subsi-
dies, the need for cost-based practices and a means
of achieving equal market share.

Regulatory authorities carry out reviews of mo-
bile termination rates depending on their market
situations and international best practices. There
are a number of approaches adopted for the deter-
mination of MTR but the selection of a particular
methodology is the sole prerogative of telecom reg-
ulators depending on the economic /telecom devel-
opment of their country and prevailing regulatory
framework. m
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Since the arrival of social media, children, women as well as
youth, are seen busy on Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, Instagram
and other social media platforms. Many also watch videos on
YouTube. In order to attract the people, especially the students,
about the book reading, the Islamabad Department of Library
had introduced street libraries across the twin-city.

he present era, marked by the use of

the latest gadgets like handsets, laptops,

smart watches, computers and much

more, has diminished the importance of
booking reading in Pakistan. The trend of reading
printed books has decreased significantly due to
popular dependence on social media. The practice
of borrowing and reading books from libraries set
up the town streets has almost gone.

Since the arrival of social media, children,
women as well as youth, are seen busy on Face-
book, Twitter, WhatsApp, Instagram and other
social media platforms. Many also watch videos
on YouTube. In order to attract the people, espe-
cially the students, about the book reading, the
Department of Islamabad Library has introduced
street libraries across the twin-city.

The concept of ‘street libraries’ has become
the main attraction among book lovers after they
were opened at various places of Islamabad and
Rawalpindi with an aim to promote the culture of
book reading among people.

An official of the Department of Islamabad
Library MehmoodRaza said, in order to promote
the role and services of libraries the Department
of Libraries, ICT, in collaboration with Pakistan
Information Literacy and Library Movement had
organized many events so that the youth it moti-
vated to reading books and could know about the
history of Pakistan, the great personalities and

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

their achievements, how many sacrifices were laid
down to get independence, what the world and
things around and what role the young generation
needs to play for the progress and development of
Pakistan.

Department of Libraries is committed to pro-
viding advanced technical and reader services to
the community of the capital city, he said.

He said eight libraries under the Department,
were also providing online service to their users as
such, they can now search the author, title, subject
and publisher through online catalogues and get
their desired reading material from any part of the
world. He said this facility would provide quick
and easy access to library material and cultivate
reading habits.

A student of Islamic University AsjadHussain
said: “This initiative would lead to productive re-
sults in a way that he or she could easily visit any
street library on their way to get more information
for their stock of knowledge.”.

Another student Rafia Siddique said, “When-
ever I get free time I visit any nearby street library
at 1-8, H-9,F-6 or any other area and get knowl-
edge about the literature and heritage values of
the country.”

The first street library, a project by the Com-
missioner Karachi Office, was opened by Sindh
Chief Secretary Syed Mumtaz Ali Shah to pay
tribute to the country’s founding father Muham-
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mad Ali Jinnah, on his 143rd birth anniversary.

Noteworthy authors including GaziSala-
huddin, Rumana Husain and MuneezaShamsie
among others, attended the ceremony and appre-
ciated the initiative.

“The idea behind Pakistan’s first street library
is to promote the culture of reading so that our
young generation could learn about the value of
books,” Karachi commissioner Iftikhar Ali Shall-
wani told Gulf News. “We are reviving the hab-
it of reading in this digital age because Google
can give you information, but not knowledge,” he
says.

The street library has a collection of some 600
books, both in English and Urdu language, cover-
ing literature, science and other subjects and ar-
eas. This exercise has also encouraged people to
take, share and give books — all for free.

“It is based on the ‘take a book, leave a book’
concept which is very common in European coun-
tries such as Germany and Austria where you will
find people reading on the trains even in the cafés.
The library is an attempt to foster the love of read-
ing,” Shallwani said.

There is no member of staff or librarian be-
cause the city administration wants the people to
own the library. However, there is a guard for se-
curity reasons.

The concept of ‘street libraries’
has become the main attraction
of book lovers after they were
opened at various places of
Islamabad and Rawalpindi with
an aim to promote the culture of
book reading among people

The street library is part of a bigger project
to improve the streets of Karachi and revive the
commercial hub’s artistic and cultural glory, says
Shallwani. The city administration aims to set up
such libraries in all the city’s six districts after a
rousing response from the public and authors.

Shallwani said he hopes the idea would be rep-
licated in all cities of Pakistan. City officials are
also eager to improve the condition of the existing
41 public libraries in Karachi to make reading an
essential part of the city culture.

One of the compelling features of the project
is the walls surrounding the street library, which
are decorated with portraits of Pakistan’s founder
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, his sister Fatima Jinnah,
poet Allama Igbal, first Prime Minister Liaquat
Ali Khan as well as some of the country’s ma-
jor landmarks. There are also benches outside the
library for those who wish to take a break from
their busy routines and read on the spot. “The
library can also be a good place to escape from
the digital world, have a conversation with other
readers and reconnect with the community which
is missing from the city,” said a book lover Mrs
Sharif. The best part is the library has something
for both the adults and children.

“It’s a haven for people like me who prefer to
pick up an actual book than read online,” she said
adding: “I highly appreciate the effort of reviving
a book culture because, as a mother I know it’s
really hard to encourage young people to pick up
a book.”

She hopes their frequent visits to the street 1i-
brary will compel her 11-year-old daughter to re-
place the iPad with books before going to sleep.

In the initial years of the country’s indepen-
dence, private libraries were set up in the streets
and buildings of the provincial metropolis. Any
person could get his/her favourite book from the
libraries for one anna per day, or a few paisas.

According to experts, the book reading trend is
decreasing due to modern equipment. They say the
tradition can be revived by providing modern facil-
ities to libraries. m
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Here’s what makes

vivo V23 5G an

ultimate smartphone

for youth

Va3 &

SOMP AF Front Camera | Color Changing Glass

Va3

F

SOMP AF Portralt Seifls {

The V23 5G is, without a doubt, one of the most beautiful
smartphones out there. The high-end luxurious design
showcases great aesthetics with premium finish. vivo is changing
the dynamics forever by introducing industry’s first colour-
changing glass at the back cover with its Color Changing Fluorite
AG Design. When exposed to sunlight, the back cover quickly
turns from light gold to blue green. The Fluorite AG Glass makes
the smartphone glitter making it look extremely gorgeous

ivo, the leading global smartphone brand is

changing the dynamics of the smartphone

‘ ; market by introducing innovative devices

to satisfy the endless needs of the custom-

ers. With the launch of V23 5G, vivo has entered a

new era of smartphone design by providing best-in

class features and maintaining the legacy of vivo’s
famous V series.

When asked what they want in a new smart-

phone, majority individuals would say a sophis-
ticated HD camera and a beautiful design. And
that’s exactly what vivo is offering with the latest
V23 5G. Here are the top reasons why vivo V23
5G is set to revolutionize the smartphone market
forever.

Capture Studio Quality Capture

The front camera features a SOMP AF Portrait
Selfie camera with inbuilt smart Eye Autofocus
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which uses the AT algorithm to lock the face of
the subject enabling consumers to get the perfect
portrait with every shot. The vivo V23 5G boasts

The vivo V23 5G offers a fast
and smooth experience. The
Dimensity 920 5G processor
with an 12GB RAM and 256GB
ROM + 4GB extendable RAM,
making it a complete beast
allowing users to run multiple
apps and high-resolution games
without any buffer

a unique and powerful 64MP GW1 Super-Sensing
Camera with an enhanced Bokeh Flare Portrait
that brilliantly uses the dual camera system and Al
Processor to turn the background light into dream-
like flare bokeh resulting in pictures with a great
depth. The camera also offers great features like
Super Night Mode and Ultra Stabilization.

Gorgeous Design with Colour-Changing Tech-
nology

The V23 5G is, without a doubt, one of the
most beautiful smartphones out there. The high-
end luxurious design showcases great aesthetics
with premium finish. vivo is changing the dy-
namics forever by introducing industry’s first co-
lour-changing glass at the back cover with its Col-
or Changing Fluorite AG Design. When exposed
to sunlight, the back cover quickly turns from light
gold to blue green. The Fluorite AG Glass makes
the smartphone glitter making it look extremely
gorgeous.

Superfast and Super Reliable

The vivo V23 5G offers a fast and smooth expe-
rience. The Dimensity 920 5G processor with an
12GB RAM and 256GB ROM + 4GB extendable
RAM, making it a complete beast allowing users
to run multiple apps and high-resolution games
without any buffer.

The smartphone can run for long hours on
a single charge with a massive battery and 44W
FlashCharge technology. Additionally, the Fun-
touch OS 12 allows consumers to customise the
screen however they like and quickly access any
application.

vivo is not compromising with any feature for
their latest vivo V23 5G and offering an incredible
experience to its users. The V23 5G is an all-round-
er smartphone and one of the best smartphones in
the market. =
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[0 mega projects
to meet power,
agri water needs of

akistan has been blessed with enormous

natural resources including mountain

peaks, the masses of largest glaciers of the

world after polar region, diverse climates,
mountainous regions, plains and deserts. One of
these bounties of Almighty Allah is the frozen wa-
ters of the north, called glaciers. These frozen wa-
ters provide a source of water to more than 60per-
cent of the population in three provinces of the
country. This water is also a source of one of the
world’s largest irrigation systems, called the Indus
River System (IRS). Nature has blessed these wa-
ters with vast opportunities for hydropower genera-
tion but unfortunately, the successive governments
in Pakistan have not been able to take benefit of
them to produce sufficient energy. As a result, we
are heavily dependent on thermal power plants run
by coal and fossil fuels. This energy is both expen-
sive and detrimental to the environment. Accord-
ing to some estimates, the Indus Water in the north
has a capacity to generate about 100,000 mega-
watts of electricity, but today only 10,000 MW is
produced which means we are using just 10% of
the total capacity of the water to generate power.
The increasing prices of fossil fuels have also led to
a mammoth increase in power tariffs.

In 10 years (from 2018 to 2028), ten mega hy-
dropower generation projects will be completed
and this decade has been named as “Decade of
Dams”. The storage capacity in Pakistan will in-
crease from 13.6 million acres feet (MAF) to 25.3
MAPF. This will additionally irrigate about 3.5 mil-
lion acres of new land, which will usher in an ag-
ricultural revolution in the country. In the next 4
years, the hydel power capacity of the country will
increase by 4500 MW and by 2029, it will go up
to 9000 MW, hence in the next 8 years, the hydel
power capacity of the country will be doubled.
With the completion of these mega-projects, 35000
new jobs will also be created, which will improve
the socio-economic conditions of the country. To
ensure urban water security, 950 million gallons
of additional water will be provided daily. These
mega-projects include Diamer-Bhasha Dam, Das-
su Hydropower project, Mohmand Dam, Kurram-
Tangi Dam, NaiGaj Dam, Extension of Tarbela
Dam, Harop Hydropower Project, reconstruction
of Sindh Barrage, the extension of Kachi Canals
and Karachi Greater Water Supply Scheme. Di-
amer-Bhasha Dam (DBD) is one of the largest
Concrete Roller Compacted dams, which is under
construction 40km off Chilas city. The designed
storage capacity of the Dam is 8 MAF. On com-
pletion, DBD will produce 4800 MW of electrici-
ty. Due to the construction of the new dam at the
upstream end, the silt load of the water stored in
Tarbela Dam will be reduced substantially and the
working life of Terbela increased by 36 years. The
height of the dam is 272 meters and it comprised 8
spillways. Currently, the project is being constructed
by China Power and FWO. The commissioning of
the project will require at least 10 years, extensive
investment as well as foreign exchange.

DassuHydrpower Project (DHP): This project

Pakistan

In the next 4 years, the hydel power capacity of the country
will increase by 4500MW and by 2029, it will further go up to
9000MW, hence in the next 8 years, the hydel power capacity
of the country will be doubled. With the completion of these
mega-projects, 360000 new jobs will also be created, which will
improve the socio-economic conditions of the country

is being constructed over the River Swat at a dis-
tance of 37km towards the north of Peshawar. On
completion, the project will generate 740 MW of
power and irrigate 15000acres of land. The return
of the dam will include 5 billion from water storage,
120 billion of power generation and 80 million from

is being constructed on

flood mitigation every year.

the run of the river at 7 Pakistan has been blessed with  Harpo Power Project

km from Dassu to Chilas,

which is 345km away from €NOrMoOuUs natural resources,

Islamabad. The project
will produce 4,320 MW

is located on the left bank
of River Indus, at 75 km

including mountain peaks, the towards the north of Skar-

du city. On completion,

of power on completion. masses of largest glaciers of the the project will produce

In the first phase, six units

will be completed to gen-WOTld after polar region, diverse

erate 2,160 MW while in
the second, its capacity will
be doubled. The estimated
completion cost of the proj-

34 MW of energy. It will
be completed with an esti-

climates, mountainous regions, mated cost of Rs. 9 billion
plains and deserts

including 6 billion foreign
exchange.

ect is Rupees 510 billion which also includes 218
billion of foreign exchange. During the construction
of the project, 37km of the road will be shifted to
the right side of the river. The project requires about
10,000 acres of land. Half of the land has already
been acquired and the acquisition of the remaining
land is in process. The project is expected to be com-
pleted by 2026.

Mohmand Dam, previously called Munda Dam,

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

KurramTangi Dam is a
multi-purpose project, being constructed on the Kai-
to River, which becomes Kurram river downstream
in North Waziristan about 14km upstream of Kur-
ramGarhiHeadworks and 32km north of Bannu.
Besides generating 83 MW of power, the project
will also irrigate 16,000 acres of land. This will also
add to the beauty of the region with the thriving ag-
riculture in this part.

NaiGaj Dam Sindh is currently under construc-
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tion in the Kirthar range at Gaj River about 65km
northwest of Dadu city. The height of the dam is
about 194km, which will produce 4.2 MW and store
300,000 acres feet of water. The estimated cost of
the project is 16 billion and will be completed in the
next two years. It will irrigate about 28,000 acres
of barren land. NaiGaj Dam will supply 50 cusecs
of water to Manchar Lake decreasing its pollution.
Furthermore, the water from this dam will also be
supplied to Kachho desert and area of Kohistan in
Dadu district.

Karachi Greater Water Supply Scheme: The
project remained suspended for two decades, but the
present government has reviewed its design and has
planned to complete it by end of 2023. This project
will provide about 260 million gallons of water per
day to Karachi. The project is a jointly sponsored
venture of the federal and provincial governments
and is a part of the Prime Minister Package for Ka-
rachi.

These mega hydropower projects, planned to be
completed in the next 10 years, will transform the
power sector, agriculture and manufacturing sector
of the country. Socioeconomic development will
also be ushered in with these projects. There is a
need to support these mega-projects at every level.

The author is vice-chancellor at Karakoram In-
ternational University m
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Kelvin Zeng, CEO of TECNO Mobile Pakistan said we love the passion Pakistanis have for sports.
This passion led us to engage them in some fun activities to make the cricket celebrations more
interesting. The users in Pakistan have appreciated our efforts in bringing the latest technologies

for them so we try and keep our fans happy with such campaigns

ith the ongoing PSL 7 festivities,

TECNO took out an amazing Pre-

dict & Win activity for the fans to

win free tickets for each match. A
total of 50 fans got the chance to watch the match-
es in both Karachi and Lahore stadiums, enjoying
the spirit of cricket with full zeal.

TECNO received a great response from fans
with the announcement of this activity back in
January and all posts on the official Facebook
were bombarded with hundreds of comments. The
activity included 11 matches of PSL, five in Kara-
chi, and six in Lahore including semi-finals and
final. Four winners for Free tickets were chosen
for each match, while for the semi-final and final
matches six tickets were given out. The winners
were chosen through a lucky draw and were an-
nounced on Facebook Stories of TECNO.

After six successful seasons, TECNO just
made PSL 7 more interesting for its fans. Cricket

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

enthusiasts were seen commenting zealously over
Facebook to participate in this fun activity. Also,
the fans predicting the winning team for the final
match were to receive a brand new TECNO phone
as a winner’s gift. Two lucky fans, MadihaRyaz

Moreover, many content
creators were seen covering the
matches in Lahore using
TECNO’s latest Camon 18
Premier with its extraordinary
camera features

and AqibWaheed won this grand prize and were
announced on the official page.

Moreover, many content creators were seen
covering the matches in Lahore using TECNO’s
latest Camon 18 Premier with its extraordinary

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

camera features. YouTubers including Ukhano,
Ali Zar, and Shahveer made fun vlogs and were
seen capturing these treasured moments from the
matches with the Camon phone. The 60x Hyper
zoom and the Gimbal were much appreciated by
these renowned content creators.

Kelvin Zeng, CEO of TECNO Mobile Paki-
stan, said, “We love the passion Pakistanis have
for sports. This passion led us to engage them in
some fun activities to make the cricket celebra-
tions more interesting. The users in Pakistan have
appreciated our efforts in bringing the latest tech-
nologies for them so we try and keep our fans hap-
py with such campaigns.”

With such fun activities, TECNO has made its
name among the consumers for supporting and
promoting sports in such a manner. As the brand
aims to bring the best for its users, stay tuned for
more such amazing campaigns from TECNO
Pakistan. =
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Accordingly, the impact on overall e-banking of low growth in
a couple of areas was subdued by higher growth in other key
areas. The shift to digital during the peak of the pandemic is likely
to translate into a behavioural change. The ease and comfort
enabled by e-commerce in specific have compelled a major
chunk of consumers to stick with digital banking

he use of electronic banking (e-banking)
channels has had impressive double-digit
growth in Pakistan due to the improving
adaptability of technology by users and the
introduction of various new options in recent years.

According to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
e-banking channels witnessed a transaction of Rs.
159 trillion via different channels during the quarter
July to September 2021 as compared to a value of
Rs. 148 trillion of a transaction during the previous
quarter of the same year.

The journey of migrating from a cash-intensive
economy towards a digital economy continued as
e-banking showed 12percent growth volume-wise
and 16percent growth value-wise as compared to the
previous quarter.

This uptake was majorly spurred by 11.3 mil-
lion mobile banking users who registered a growth
of 29percent by volume and 36percent by value.
Internet banking also contributed to the growth of
e-Banking services by registering a 31percent growth
in internet banking users who conducted six per-
cent more transactions than the previous quarter,
amounting to a 10percent increase in the value of
these transactions.

The number of mobile phone users surged to
11.3 million and the internet users’ base grew to 6.3
million, the SBP stated.

Call center/IVR banking showed a decline of

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

21percent by value as its volume grew by one per-
cent. This indicates that people are now graduating
to other mediums, i.e., internet and mobile banking.
A mere amount of Rs. 1.7 billion was reported for
transactions as the channel was used only 0.04 mil-
lion during July-September 2021.

The first quarter of the financial
year 2021-22 ushered the
domestic fintech landscape into
a new era whereby the first two
Flectronic Money Institutions
(EMIs) were granted a
commercial license

Digital adaption by merchants showed mixed
signs of growth as the number of e-Commerce Mer-
chants reduced to 2,993 from 3,003 but the number
of POS machines increased by 10percent to 79,134.
During this quarter, the recorded transaction volume
stood at 12.7 million with a value of Rs. 22.3 billion.

This can mainly be attributed to the ease down of
lockdown restrictions. As the brick-and-mortar stores
opened up and the footfall in the market gained mo-
mentum, the demand and usage of POS terminals
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have increased. However, the impact of the lower
number of e-commerce merchants did not translate
into the transactions volume and value. e-Commerce
transactions showed the highest growth of 86percent
(by volume) in the entire e-banking landscape.

Accordingly, the impact on overall e-banking
of low growth in a couple of areas was subdued by
higher growth in other key areas. The shift to digital
during the peak of the pandemic is likely to trans-
late into a behavioural change. The ease and comfort
enabled by e-commerce in specific have compelled a
major chunk of consumers to stick with digital bank-
ing.

The first quarter of the financial year 2021-22
ushered the domestic fintech landscape into a new
era whereby the first two Electronic Money Insti-
tutions (EMIs) were granted a commercial license.
In 2019, the SBP had issued EMI regulations with
the objective of increasing financial inclusion and
encouraging the migration of the economy towards
digitalization.

As more EMIs enter the market, it is expected
that innovative payment services will entice the tradi-
tionally unbanked population to come under the fold
of the formal economy. Ultimately, this will contrib-
ute to fostering a more digitally integrated economy.

Online banking can be defined in a number
of ways. Experts say this is a delivery of services
through the use of computers and mobile sources.
Others say its delivery of information through the
use of different platforms which include the use of
phone, internet, and television.

HMEE] nternetBanking

F
[T I——

— .
F = = -
L]

In broader terms, it involves the use of different
facilities in terms of access to accounts online, trans-
fer of funds by using web sources and buying differ-
ent products (financial) and services online.

Online banking obviously not only saves time but
also reduces queues (waiting lines) in front of banks.
Through electronic banking, the customers enjoy
numerous advantages. It makes it possible to do
transactions online for customers from exotic places.
Free checking accounts, online deposits, new prod-
ucts introduction, debit and credit card facilities, are
all included in internet banking/electronic banking
services. Internet banking is also important for the
banking industry as it can interact with different cus-
tomers, introduce new products and technology, and
disseminate information among customers beyond
geographical restrictions.

Queue problems always exist when there is no
good facility available in service areas. To get a sim-
ple job done, electronic banking plays a dominant
role in customers’ transactions and is more conve-
nient for them to avoid waiting in queues.

Electronic banking in our country is as yet not
developed at par with the technologically advanced
states, yet a fast-growing competition in the banking
sector is encouraging banks in Pakistan to do their
best to catch up with the modern banking system
by providing their customers with more efficient,
effective and rapid services. Electronic banking has
lowered the volume and value of paper-based trans-
actions in Pakistan for its procedural convenience. In
Pakistan, foreign banks had introduced the e-bank-
ing system in the mid-90s. Following that domestic
banks also adopted this technology and introduced
e-banking services like ATM cards (Automated Tell-
er Machine) and debit cards. =

FEBRUARY I5 - MARCH 15, 2022



INSIGHT | ANEEQ NISAR
ational Assembly (NA) Standing Com-
mittee on National Food Security and
Research (NFS&R) has recommended
a comprehensive policy for the use of

drone technology in the agriculture sector.

Chairing the NA Standing Committee, Chair-
man MNA Rao Muhammad Ajmal Khan said that
in different countries, drone technology is being used
in the agriculture sector but, unfortunately, the poli-
cy is not formed here so far.

The department of Plant Protection and the con-
cerned ministry should start immediately working
on framing a policy for use of drone technology, he
told, adding that the proposal submitted to the Min-
istry of Interior should also be shared with the com-
mittee.

On which, the meeting was informed that the
Ministry of the interior had raised certain security
concerns over the issue of drone technology in the
agriculture sector. Over this, the committee learned
that the government was issuing licenses for guns
but drone technology was not much dangerous as
compared to guns. So, the policy should be formed
accordingly, it added.

The committee was told that the Ministry of the
interior has also issued NOC to the Department of
Plant Protection (DPP) for the official use of drones.

Later, the Federal Minister for NFS&R, Syed
Fakhar Imam joined the meeting through video link
and said that the ministry was mainly responsible
for policy formulation, economic coordination and
planning in respect of agriculture.

Appreciating the performance of the committee,
he reiterated that it was working effectively and effi-
ciently for the benefit of this sector. Of the total air-
craft, four are operational while the rest are ground-
ed for certain reasons. On that, the chairman, MNA
Rao Muhammad Ajmal Khan asked why not the
grounded aircraft have been auctioned so far. He di-
rected the department to expedite the process of auc-
tioning these aircraft. Highlighting the achievements,
Director-General Department of Plant Protection,
Muhammad Tariq Khan said after successful nego-
tiation with GACC.NPPO - China, a protocol for
the export of onion from Pakistan to China has been
signed recently.

Besides, Kenya has granted market access for the
import of mango and citrus from Pakistan and ac-
cordingly agreement regarding conditions for the im-
portation of citrus and mango fruits from Pakistan
to Kenya has been inked, he informed the meeting.

In addition, the DPP has revised Pakistan Plant
Quarantine Rules to further streamline bilateral
trade of agricultural goods with trading partners,
he recounted. Apart from this, the department has
made all efforts to link Pakistan Single Window, he
added.

The mango orchards in Sindh and Punjab, rice
processing facilities, hot water immersion treatment
plants and the cold storage plants for exports have
been registered, the DG articulated.

On sanctioned strength of DPP, Muhammad
Tarig Khan said that of the total of 749 positions,
487 have been filled, while 262 positions are still
vacant. Besides, the employees are working on the
contract.

Over this, the committee also recommended that
the services of employees working on the contract
should be regularized.

The use of drones in the agriculture industry is
steadily growing in the world as part of an effective
approach to sustainable agricultural management
that allows agronomists, agricultural engineers, and
farmers to help streamline their operations, using ro-
bust data analytics to gain effective insights into their
crops. Crop monitoring, for example, is made easi-
er by using drone data to accurately plan and make
ongoing improvements, such as the use of ditches
and evolving fertilizer applications. Products can be
accurately traced from farm to fork using GPS loca-
tions for every point in the journey, rather than more
traditional time and labour intensive data collection.

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) are particu-
larly useful for the careful monitoring of large areas
of farmland, considering factors such as slope and
elevation, for example, to identify the most suitable
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Use of drones must
to meet challenges in
agriculture sector
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The use of drones in the agriculture industry is steadily growing

in the world as part of an effective approach to sustainable
agricultural management that allows agronomists, agricultural
engineers, and farmers to help streamline their operations, using
robust data analytics to gain effective insights into their crops

seeding prescriptions. The technology has also prov-
en useful in gaining an extensive overview of plant
emergence and population, as more accurate data
can help with replanting decisions, as well as thin-
ning and pruning activity and the improvement of
crop models.

Crucially, the high-resolution nature of drone
data can be used to assess the fertility of crops, allow-
ing agricultural professionals to more accurately ap-
ply fertilizer, reduce wastage, and plan — and trouble-
shoot — irrigation systems.

for operators — particularly compared to terrestrial
techniques, which must be carried out on foot.
Where satellites and manned aircraft have tra-
ditionally been used to monitor agriculture, UAVs
are quickly becoming recognized as a more accu-
rate and cost-effective replacement. Studies have
shown that drone imagery provides a higher rate
of accuracy and resolution — even on cloudy days.
While using traditional terrestrial approaches to
collect data in challenging weather conditions
could potentially delay

The technology can also be
particularly effective follow-
ing natural disasters, such
as a flood, to help farmers
to assess damage across ter-

[ixplaining to the NA Standing projects for days, accurate

Committee, Chairman MNA
Rao Muhammad Ajmal Khan

crop health assessments
can be made throughout
the year using UAVs.

The cameras on satel-

rains that may not be readi- said that in different countries lites and manned aircraft

ly accessible on foot.

> have also historically been

The potential for UAVs drone teChl’lOlogy is beil’lg used insufficient to map fields

in the improvement of sus-

clearly, making it impossi-

tainable agriculture is huge.ln the agrlculture sector bU-t’ UnN-ye ¢o gain an exact picture

Already the
drone market is predicted to
be worth US$32.4 billion —
an indication that the indus

agriculture £ rrynately, no policy has been ©f plants.
framed in Pakistan so far

In contrast, UAV tech-
nology provides users with
an accurate picture of the

try is beginning to recognize the benefits over more
traditional methods, such as ground mapping.
Given the extensive terrain that requires sur-
veying, drones offer increased efficiency, allow-
ing users to capture high-resolution imagery more
quickly than alternative methods. Particularly in
these volatile market conditions, estimating annual
yield can help guide decision-making and manage
expectations. In addition, UAVs are now seen as
a safer option for mapping difficult areas, such as
uneven or expansive fields, that can be hazardous

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

different plant parts — even allowing the early iden-
tification of pests and diseases. Historically, pro-
cessing these high-quality images took longer than
ground mapping and satellite methods, however
thanks to new software solutions, the processing
time has been reduced to only a few minutes. This
means it can be carried out while still in the field,
allowing evidence-based decisions to be made im-
mediately and data to be directly inputted into pre-
cision farming equipment, considerably speeding up
the process. m
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Pakistan’s top smartphone
enthusiasts loved the all new

vivo V23 5G

The vivo V23 5G offers a wide range of features including the 5S0MP Portrait selfie camera that
detects key details of the face and automatically enhances the face to create the perfect ambience
and take HD portraits. A triple camera setup at the back includes an outstanding 64MP Night
camera, an 8MP Super Wide-Angle Camera, and a 2MP Super Macro Camera, which triples the
photographic power and allows users to elegantly capture images in any environment, from bright
skies to dark nights — the GWI super sensor allows users to achieve next-level artistic photos

Va3 GEs

The

hen there are hundreds of smart-

phone options available in the mar-

ket, how can a user choose the right

one for them? They require a smart-
phone on which they can rely to do daily chores,
push limits, and keep up with the times. The ex-
pectations and wants are endless, and vivo, a global
technology brand, is meeting them with its diverse
smartphone lineup.In Pakistan, the latest vivo V23
5G is a huge hit, with many people complimenting
it for its smart features and gorgeous design.

The vivo V23 5G offers a wide range of features
including the S0MP Portrait selfie camera that de-
tects key details of the face and automatically en-
hances the face to create the perfect ambience and
take HD portraits. A triple camera setup at the back
includes an outstanding 64MP Night camera, an
8MP Super Wide-Angle Camera, and a 2MP Su-
per Macro Camera, which triples the photographic
power and allows users to elegantly capture images
in any environment, from bright skies to dark nights
— the GW1 super sensor allows users to achieve
next-level artistic photos.

The vivo V23 5G is the most gorgeous smart-
phone out there! With its Color Changing Fluorite
AG Design, the material gradually changes its col-
or upon exposure to ultraviolet light and after about
30 seconds under the sun, the Sunshine Gold vari-
ant goes from a light ice blue and pink, orange fin-
ish to a blue-green gradient look.

Pakistan’s leading smartphone enthusiasts put
the features and capabilitiesof V23 5G to test. Let’s
hear what the experts have to say!

Ali Abbas, the famous Youtuber who runs the
Mastech channel, was completely stunned by the
exquisite looks of the color-changing design during
the unboxing and review of the vivo V23 5G, high-
lighting the strong built quality and premium in-
hand feel. “The design speaks for itself; vivo is rec-
ognized for its gorgeous designs, and the vivo V23
5G is no exception. The smartphone is loaded with
top-notch capabilities, from a dual camera setup on
the front that allows you to capture high-resolution
and wide portraits, to a magnificent 3-camera setup
in the rear that includes an HD 64MP Night Cam-
era, making it an absolutely fantastic pick for all

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Expert Verdict

photography fans”. Mastech conducted a thorough
photography and videography test with both the
front and rear cameras, in a variety of circumstanc-
es and camera modes, and the vivo V23 5G easily
passed them all.

PhoneWorld, Pakistan’spopular YouTube chan-
nel, also did a detailed review of the V23 5G, de-
scribing the smartphone’s design and build quality.
“You cannot take your eyes off, the color-changing
design on the back feels like magic. It feels incred-
ible to hold this sleek and stylish phone in your
hand. The device is beautify designed along with
a strong built and is extremely light-weight.”The
incredible camera, FHD+ display, and fast proces-
sor were also praised by PhoneWorld, while the
gorgeous design was one of the most eye-catching
qualities of the V23 5G.

Pakistan’s beloved Youtuber, ProPakistani, dis-
cussed vivo’s unique offering, which addresses the
long-standing demand for a premium and attrac-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

tive smartphone. “The smartphone’s first appear-
ance leaves you speechless. It’s indeed, without a
doubt, one of the most beautiful smartphones in
the market. V23 5G comes with a variety of out-
standing features and technologies, including an
advanced camera, FHD+ display, and a powerful
processor”. The smartphone, according to ProPa-
kistani, is not only attractive but also exceptionally
fast, allowing it to run multiple apps and games
without difficulty.

Talking in-depth about the latest V23 5G, Re-
viewsPK-Ameer Dagha said “The vivo V Series is
known for its excellent camera and lavish gorgeous
design. And vivo has offered a special feature to the
users with the color-changing Fluorite AG Glass
that appears magical. It’s tough to look away from
the smartphone’s stunning appearance.” Describ-
ing the benchmark scores, Ameer Dagha highlight-
ed that V23 5G can easily manage intensive tasks
as well as high-resolution games like PubG and
Asphalt 8

HamariWeb did a comprehensive assessment
of V23 5G’s unique features. “vivo has brought
various innovative technologies to the people of
Pakistan. With the mid-range V Series, vivo has
offered a great range of smartphones with deep
focus on Camera and Design. The V23 5G is an
incredible looking smartphone and boasts various
top-notch features.” Describing the smooth experi-
ence of the smartphone, HamariWeb highlighted
the MediaTek Dimensity 920 processor, 44W Fast-
Charging and the Funtouch 12 OS.

With the amazing reviews from top smartphone
enthusiasts in Pakistan, it is not wrong to say vivo
V23 5G ticks all the boxes. The device is available
in 12GB RAM and 256GB ROM at the price of Rs.
89,999 only. Go grab yours today! m
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Philanthropists
SFend liberally on
Iftar during Ramadan

=a

Igbal says that although philanthropists are feeding people this
way, political leaders are doing litde to address the rising food
prices and unemployment. He says the politicians are fighting
with each other and they are unaware of the public starving to
death and how are they getting their livelihood

fter suffering for years from a stagnant

economy and inflation of basic items

like food, even middle-class people are

feeling the economic pinch. As Rama-
dan, the holy month of Islam begins in Pakistan,
many people are taking advantage of free iftar din-
ners provided as a charity by wealthy individuals.
Free iftar dinners are arranged for needy people
throughout the holy month.

As the sun begins to fade to usher in the Mus-
lim holy month of Ramadan, volunteers start fix-
ing traditional food items and drinks on scores
of tables at different points across the country to
serve iftaris.

Motorists pull over their vehicles hurriedly and
join small crowds of people of all ages already
gathered around the tables or occupying the plas-
tic mats. As the call for Maghrib(sunset) prayers
resounds from a nearby Mosque, they break the
fast (iftar).

The volunteers hand packets of food and bot-
tles of water and juice to the fasting people sitting
in their vehicles and public transport, who do not
opt to stop.

On every Ramadan, hundreds of stalls are set
up at the corners of city roads by relief organiza-
tions, and local residents where homeless people,
vendors, rickshaw and taxi drivers, labourers, beg-
gars and even those who do not fast, are served free
of charge food and drinks for the whole month.

Mohammad Igbal, who works at a tailor shop,
says he saves good money by eating for free be-
cause his income is not enough to buy food for
his entire family. He says he comes to the dinner
for breaking the fast, though it is personally quite
embarrassing to sit at an open area and wait for
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the charity food.

Igbal says that although philanthropists are
feeding people this way, political leaders are do-
ing little to address the rising food prices and un-
employment. He says the politicians are fighting
with each other and they are unaware the public
is starving to death or how are they earning their
livelihood.

As Ramadan, the holy month of
Islam begins in Pakistan, many
people are taking advantage of
free iftardinners provided as a
charity by wealthy individuals.

Free iftarfood is arranged for
needy people throughout the
holy month

Muhammad Fayyaz works as a security guard
and visits the free food camp every Ramadan. He
hopes the money he saves will help him buy new
clothes for his children. Fayyaz says his salary is
just around Rs 12,000 a month and that eating one
meal for free saves him 25percent of his income
which helps his family at the end of the month
meet some urgent needs.

Organizer Jamia Masjid YaRasool Allah, Gul-
shan-e-Ravi, Lahore Muhammad Shafiq says local
traders and wealthy people are quietly funding for
the charity work. He says that he began offering
free food during Ramadan 20 years ago out of his
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religious devotion.

“Usually there is one bread earner who has to
feed a family of say 10 people,” Shafiq said. “So,
obviously their basic needs are not met and then
there are rising electricity bills, natural gas bills
and other such matters that it becomes extremely
difficult for the family to live on the fewer resourc-
es.”

Tanveer Igbal, an Islamabad-based banker,
welcomes the growing tradition of free meals in
Ramadan however, he has certain reservations
about it.

“I feel that it is absolutely shameful that in the
so-called Islamic Republic of Pakistan we have
this kind of need and such kinds of poverty, rising
levels of poverty that we need now lower middle
and the poor to go to the philanthropy and chari-
ty,” she said. “Do you think that those who stand
in queues in streets and avenues for free food in the
evening every Ramadan have any shred of self-re-
spect and dignity left? Nothing.”

So much so, the country’s tiny Sikh commu-
nity has been hosting iftar for Muslims in histor-
ic QissaKhawani Bazaar and several other points
in northwestern Peshawar city for the last several
years.

Bhopal Singh, who arranges iftarin QissaKha-
wani Bazaar in Peshawar said he was pursuing the
mission of his late father who worked for inter-
faith harmony in Muslim-majority Pakistan.

“For the last four years, I had been arranging
iftarfor my Muslim brothers here. But this year, we
have changed the strategy due to security threats,”
Singh told Flare, referring to threats received by
the organizers last year from some militant groups
that objected to their gesture.

“Unfortunately, some elements do not want
interfaith harmony here,” he regretted, saying
“Therefore, this year we are distributing ration
among needy Muslims, and arranging iftarfor pris-
oners in jail to avoid any mishap.”

The fasting people are served traditional del-
icacies -- including samosa (a deep-fried triangu-
lar savoury pastry filled with potato and spices),
pakora(deep-fried spicy snacks made from gram
flour), fruit chaat, dates, and juices.

For dinner, Biryani (a spicy mixture of rice and
meat) is the favourite dish of the Karachites.

“At least in Ramadan, we fully fill our stom-
ach”, Hameed said in a lighter vein as his col-
leagues laughed loudly.

Abdullah, a rickshaw driver is another regular
visitor of this site during Ramadan.

“It’s hard for me to go home [for iftar] and
come back to work. Here, I get good and enough
food, and save money that I spend on my family,”
he said.

Like previous years, the government is offering
a Ramadan relief package that subsidizes the cost
of flour, sugar, lentils, milk and other foods. But
critics say the savings rarely trickle down to the
needy because of rampant corruption. m
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Authorities helpless

before mafia
smuggling cheap,
Substandard Iranian

c oil, ghee to Pakistan

Thousands of tons of cooking oil/ghee are being smuggled from
[ran to Pakistan contained in different cans of 5 to 20 kilograms,
which is causing heavy loss of billions of rupees to the country’s
formal sector and national exchequer.

ustoms Adjudication Karachi has served

a Show Cause Notice on Mezan Oil af-

ter a large quantity of smuggled Irani

cooking oil was recovered from the com-
pany’s warehouse. According to the Show Cause
Notice, staff of Customs Intelligence & Investi-
gation Karachi, led by Director Saqif Saeed, Ad-
ditional Director Umar Shafiq, Deputy Director
AmjadRajper, mounted surveillance on the ware-
house of Paracha Textile Mills (Mezan Oil) and
later searched the premises after meeting all legal
formalities. During the search of the premises, 152
tons of smuggled Iranian cooking oil was found
along with two Suzuki pickup vehicles. The value
of the cooking oil is Rs 62.24 million.

Syed Faisal Mehmood of M/s Paracha Textile
failed to provide any documentary evidence to
prove the legal import of the oil as well as its pos-
session. The goods were confiscated.

Irani diesel and cooking oil are very high mar-
gin goods and are smuggled into Pakistan through
the sea in launchs en route to Kuntani, Soorban-
dar, Pushkin, Pasni. Quetta Customs is keeping a
strict check on the import and distribution of Irani
cooking oil.

Irani cooking oil is very substandard and is
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sold at Rs 60-70/litre in Iran. But it is sold in Pa-
kistan at Rs 400/litre. However, the FIR was not
lodged after a prominent religious figure among
cricketers and showbiz personalities interfered to
hush up the matter.

Director Saqif Saeed was not willing to let this
case go, therefore a seizure report was prepared
based on which Customs Adjudication Karachi
served a Show Cause Notice on Mezan Oil.

An official said there are certain elements who
have adopted the persona of a religious saint, but
actually are involved in smuggling and other such
activities.

Sources said in September 2021, a warehouse
in Mehran Town was raided by I&I Karachi and
25,000 bags of Chinese salt (22.5kg each) were
recovered. The goods had been loaded on trucks
for transportation to the state warehouse. But, the
same cleric interfered and I&I Karachi team was
obliged to withdraw leaving the hazardous Chi-
nese salt behind. Three days after Customs En-
forcement raided the same warehouse and faced
the same pressure.

Thousands of tons of cooking oil/ghee are be-
ing smuggled from Iran contained in different cans
of 5 to 20 kilograms, causing the loss of billions of
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rupees to the country’s formal sector and national
exchequer.

The formal sector of ghee/cooking oil com-
plained that the government also provided massive
exemptions of GST and income tax to the indus-
trial ghee/cooking oil units located in erstwhile
FATA /PATA areas through the Finance Act 2021-
22. As such, these units paid close to Rs7,000 per
ton customs duty while other units located in the
settled areas were paying Rs32,000 ton on raw
material. So the units located in settled areas were
facing disadvantageous positions.

This issue was raised during the National Price
Monitoring Committee (NPMC) under the chair-
manship of Minister for Finance ShaukatTarin
but so far, no solution could be found out so far.

There has been one proposal floated in the
NPMC meeting that the input adjustment should
be introduced so that all units could claim refunds.
But there is no clear-cut decision as yet. The indus-
try sources said that so far 250,000 tons of raw ma-
terial were being imported by the units located in
the FATA/PATA areas for meeting the consump-
tion requirement of just 5 million population.

On the issue of smuggling from Iran, the indus-
try sources said that total consumption of cook-
ing oil/ghee stands approximately to the tune of
350,000 tons all over Pakistan, including 125,000
tons of cooking oil and 225,000 tons of ghee on
monthly basis. The industry sources said that 500
tons to 1,000 tons were being smuggled from Iran
on daily basis, causing billions of rupees loss to
the national exchequer.

During the search of the
premises, 152 tons of smuggled
Iranian cooking oil was
recovered along with two
Suzuki pickup vehicles.
The value of the cooking oil is

Rs 62.24 million

The official sources said that both the land and
sea routes were being used to smuggle goods, espe-
cially cooking oil from Iran these days, and there
was an incentive for smuggling because the cook-
ing oil and ghee prices had escalated in the domes-
tic market in the wake of higher palm oil prices
in the international market. The palm oil prices
almost doubled in the international markets from
$700 per ton to $1,400 per ton with no possibili-
ty that the prices would come down in because in
Malaysia the employees working in palm oil fields
were not available owing to Covid-19 restrictions.
The industry sources said that the government did
not bring down the General Sales Tax (GST) on
import of palm oil from 17 to zero percent and
abolishing 2percent Customs Duty despite mak-
ing commitments publicly. Now it seemed that the
smuggling has been deliberately allowed so that
the domestic prices could come down.

When contacted, Executive Member of Pa-
kistan vanaspati Manufacturers Association
(PVMA) Umar Rehan said that the cooking oil/
ghee was being smuggled from Iran through Ba-
lochistan in thousands of tons and even some
social media platforms were advertising different
brands openly but there was no action against them
by the government. He said the Iranian cooking
oil was being dumped at cheaper rates and it was
even available online in Pakistan. He said the for-
mal sector was facing huge losses because it was
importing palm oil by paying taxes and making
products but this Iranian cooking oil had obtained
the market share in the range of 10 to 15percent.

The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) has de-
clared 103 editable oil and vanaspati ghee brands
unfit for human health and authority has stopped
their production and distribution until they meet
the food standards. The authority also removed
68,120kg ghee and oil of the failed brands from
the market. =

[ FEBRUARY 15 - MARCH 15, 2022



LIRISRAB SRR 0 SLUYSEY M), 255 GS0ISES ELTE 150 =Uoyg ssanduul 03 PUNOG 248 SUIEIUNOWY JUIYSEY 34 Jo smae Burjepyiesg
) Bunuey smopuw snbsaumod Ag papunauns eave Buy pue Bump snooeds

LLMOY S LATMELILIE R LBOHULI MANARA 00T 00F OTED / 98B 155-10E0-2Pq0W S ‘2pATS U1 LIELISUR 0F JO LIOISEO00 [RDSCS B J0g SR, Sowuas souadins 1adha

O SRUMLAL RIS LS Jeu FORIOT) BEEA LOHRAIEY 104 PUR 530 U} PUBLLIDP O IS0 J0J 51 AUNS [PRUSPEAI] N0 2Ura| jo Huoda 2y

3UNS [eRUSPIS3Id

NS UOOWAIUOH

woybnoug sbumy Loy ayn sapdusc Auen pqiew e pue puamun nok
G 03 SIBMOUS PSROUILOD resadlua] Lw ‘Snopeds pue LSpowL 3ue SLIOGRDS] s
e2ue Buny snoDeds 24 w Buvery agepasdde v saypuse) 1 pue sipwe Keap
2S00 LE-eM € PUR 3nsua ue ‘pad a21s bury e sey wooipag

£ payswuny Aguebiaf 3y | SEETUNoy ILRESEY ) Jo smats Bupjerpenq sy Aoiua of woos
. Dy eypw 2ousuathe Bupriy pue snbiun e SIEWEN S0 STENS SO SIS N

NS Jony

NS SAIINDXT

‘woonfieq pany wuebiap Y fe1s spgeiofiu nod 10g Spaq 2§qRLI0jLICT S3U0] [ONSU L0S
w1 paysany pue paubiisap s ) puUn 0 woos snopeds 1330 Wwocy g snopeds ng

Wooy qnp)

LG IO AL ST
Apwnny paafa f sxuang Aofug

sI)ng§
ey JuoA
YL



SBP’s Asaan Digital Account to
encourage women's participation
in financial sector
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Governor Dr. Reza Baqjir expressed the confidence that Asaan Digital Account (ADA) will break the
barriers in financial inclusion of women by them offering faster, cheaper, efficient and convenient
solutions for meeting their requirements. Asaan Digital Account is a fully digitized solution for
opening a full-service bank account from anywhere, anytime through smartphones or computers
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feeding only the GCNIC number without the requirement of any other documentation

o celebrate the journey of women’s finan-

cial inclusion in Pakistan, the State Bank

of Pakistan (SBP), in collaboration with

Bank Alfalah, Standard Chartered Bank
and UBL, recently hosted an event titled ‘Asaan
Digital Account: Breaking Barriers’ in Karachi.
Governor SBP Dr. Reza Baqir graced the event as
the chief guest. The event was organized to mark
International Women’s Day which falls on March
8 every year..

In his address, Governor Dr. Reza Bagir ex-
pressed the confidence that Asaan Digital Account
will break the barriers in financial inclusion of
women by them offering faster, cheaper, efficient
and convenient solutions for meeting their require-
ments. Asaan Digital Account is a fully digitized
solution for opening a full-service bank account
from anywhere, anytime through smartphones or
computers feeding only the CNIC number without
the requirement of any other document.

The Governor lauded the contributions of
women to various fields and stressed that women
empowerment is the key to socio-economic devel-
opments in the country. He observed that gender
gaps do not allow women the same freedom to
avail of opportunities, rights and obligations in all
walks of life as compared to men. However, In-
ternational Women’s Day encourages us to take a
pause and reflect on the systemic barriers that lim-
it women in their pursuits. He stressed the need for
reflecting and renewing the sense of ambition and
transformative possibility around gender equality
in the financial services space.

Dr. Reza Bagqir pointed out that, traditionally,
women'’s participation in financial services has re-
mained low due to persistent barriers such as cum-
bersome documentation requirements, proximity
to the bank branches and availability of suitable
products which together with the constraining

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

social and cultural norms, have prevented wom-
en from availing even the basic financial services
such as owning a bank account. Dr. Baqir went
on to add that SBP is breaking these barriers and
addressing women’s financial inclusion through
various initiatives such as: Banking on Equality
Policy, Raast — Pakistan’s first instant payment
system, a comprehensive ‘Customers’ Digital On-
boarding Framework’, to facilitate the opening of
bank accounts, Asaan Mobile Account where any-
one with a simple feature phone can open and use
an account by dialling *2262#. In the same vein,
SBP has also launched various financing schemes
such as SBP Refinance and Credit Guarantee

He observed that gender gaps
do not allow women the same
freedom to avail of
opportunities, rights and obliga-
tions in all walks of life as
compared to men.

Scheme for Women Entrepreneurs, SME Asaan
Finance or SAAF Initiative, and Prime Minister’s
KamyabJawan Youth Entrepreneurship Scheme
etc., and country-wide National Financial Litera-
cy Program which is imparting essential financial
education to the masses.

Dr. Reza Bagir highlighted that these initia-
tives are already bridging the gender gaps in the
financial sector and services, however, he stressed
that more is needed to be done. He encouraged
women to open their bank accounts through the
newly introduced Asaan Digital Account while
urging all banks to take measures to make the pro-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

cess of opening the account more simple, increase
the value proposition for women, and market the
features to expand their outreach.

Group Head Bank Alfalah Ms. Mehreen
Ahmed in her address said that Bank Alfalah has
been playing its part for a number of years now,
in helping women across many segments of the
economy to become financially independent. She
said her Bank has been enabling women entre-
preneurs with initial funding to start their new
ventures as well as providing funding for growing
their already established businesses.

CEO Standard Chartered Bank Mr. Rehan
Shaikh in his address said that women are an in-
tegral constituent of our society and their full and
equal participation in all facets of society is a fun-
damental human right. He lauded the efforts of
the State Bank of Pakistan for playing a leading
role in creating an environment to push the fron-
tiers in this space. He said with continued focus
and support from the State Bank of Pakistan, the
banking industry is embracing digital transforma-
tion.

Speaking on the occasion, President & CEQ,
United Bank Limited Mr. Shazad Dada congrat-
ulated the State Bank of Pakistan on Asaan Dig-
ital Account initiative and termed its resounding
success to its simplicity and accessibility to cus-
tomers from all over Pakistan, including unbanked
regions. He observed that the account is ideal for
the women of Pakistan as it can be opened from
anywhere and there is no need to visit a branch to
open or maintain the account.

The event was attended by heads of financial
institutions, influential women leaders, and prom-
inent figures from various walks of life. On this
occasion SCB, UBL and Bank Alfalah had set up
stalls where the audience experienced live account
opening of Asaan Digital Accounts. =
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Nigerian startups are
raising billions, but
can't find workers
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Many startups have taken to internal solutions by developing
training programmes, particularly for team managers. Autochek
Africa, founded in 2020, has rolled out a middle manager fast-
track programme as well as a performance management system
that it hopes will improve standards across its 180-person team,
while also helping with staff retention — another common
problem in a competitive market.

hile the problem of finding develop-

ers and engineers for African start-

ups is often discussed in tech media,

the investors and founders we speak
to in Nigeria tell us they see a broader challenge
in the marketplace. They say talent recruitment is
a problem across a number of key leadership and
administrative roles, beyond developers, making
it difficult to staff up with the best team members
for their startups to compete on the pan-African or
global stage.

Nigeria’s tech ecosystem is the envy of many
of its continental rivals. Its startups attracted up to
35% of funding for African startups last year, and
Lagos has become the vibrant centre of all things
Aftrican tech. With a population of 200 million,
mostly youthful and increasingly digital-savvy,
and a high unemployment rate, you might imagine
that local companies could easily pick and choose
whom they want to hire.

But the problem isn’t finding people but finding
talent, said industry insiders. “It’s been really tough
finding good people,” said Aderonke Ajose-Ad-
eyemi, founder of Losode, an online marketplace
that connects consumers from around the world
with African brands.

There’s a wide acknowledgement of the tech tal-
ent pipeline issue in Nigeria and other African tech
hubs, and companies have made concerted efforts
to grow and scale the talent pool via developer pro-
grammes at training schools. But startup founders
say it’s also been difficult to fill “generalist” roles,
such as administrative, marketing, and mid-level

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

team management positions. “There’s a shortage of
talent across the board,” said Mayokun Fadeyibi,
senior vice president for West Africa at Autochek
Africa, a startup offering car services and sales on-
line. “What we’ve started to do is to ensure talent
search looks beyond just qualifications and tests
critical thinking, problem-solving.”

Most startups are already pretty rigorous and
systematic about whom and how they recruit, but
dealing with the disappointment of “people who
say they can, but they can’t,” as Ajose-Adeyemi put
it, makes this a top priority. “I don’t think there’s
anything worse as a founder than investing in the
wrong kind of talent,” she said.

The backdrop to the talent issue is a booming
sector with daily headlines in the local tech media
about multimillion-dollar ‘fund raises’ and unicorn
valuations, which means there’s plenty of competi-
tion for the best talent and, as a result, rising wage
inflation. This competition has further ramped up,
as many traditional companies, from big banks to
bluechip corporations, continue to digitize their op-
erations and are going after similar digitally-savvy
young workers.

“It’s very hard to hire for what I think is a
good level of generalist skills that doesn’t effective-
ly end up being overpriced,” said Eloho Omame,
co-founder of FirstCheck Africa, an early-stage in-
vestor. One solution she found was to hire remotely
for roles such as communications and design work.
“Most recently, I've hired from Egypt and Indone-
sia, and it’s been cost-effective,” she said.

Investors are watching this challenge keenly, as

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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a primary use of venture funds, particularly in the
early startup stages, is for talent recruitment. Egho-
sa Omoigui, managing general partner for EchoVC
in Lagos, described the problem as a shortage of
“plock and tackle” management talent, including
everything from general administrative roles to
product managers. “The more experienced manag-
ers at big corporations have a risk aversion to join-
ing startups,” he said. The relative freedom, scant
governance, and pace of change at a startup isn’t
for every manager.

“Organized chaos is what a startup is — you’re
looking for people who are not afraid of cha-
os,” said Samuel Okwuada, founder of Remedi-
al Health, which develops software solutions for
pharmacies across Africa. “You're never certain
what’s going to happen.”

Even if experienced managers are willing to
give up the stability of a bluechip corporate envi-
ronment, they’re not always favoured by startups.
Venture for Africa, a talent accelerator for expe-
rienced managers and operators in the African
tech ecosystem, has been working to help startups
build teams to compete on the global stage — but
it hasn’t always been straightforward. “One of our
key sources of talent is from the corporates, firms
like Coca-Cola, Unilever, PwC, and big telcos, but
we've found it interesting that lots of early-stage
founders have written off talent from those sources
for not being ‘dynamic’ enough,” said Aaron Fu,
co-founder of Venture for Africa.

Many startups have taken to internal solutions
by developing training programmes, particularly
for team managers. Autochek Africa, founded in
2020, has rolled out a middle manager fast-track
program as well as a performance management
system that it hopes will improve standards across
its 180-person team, while also helping with staff
retention — another common problem in a com-
petitive market.

Venture for Africa encourages this type of ap-
proach. “We'’re trying to coach more companies
at the seed stage to invest in talent and really help
them grow through experience and to promote in-
ternally versus always looking to airdrop someone
in,” said Fu.

Ultimately, employee compensation is still a
major influence on staffing in the Lagos ecosystem.
With the hub becoming globally known for huge
valuations, employees’ expectations have changed,
which makes pay negotiations more fraught.
“They’re raising millions of dollars, and their em-
ployees can see that,” said Omame.

The issue isn’t just restricted to salaries. Some
investors said that not enough local founders have
been flexible in offering employee stock option
plans (ESOPs) or similar programmes beyond their
most senior team members or to tech workers, who
might have better offers. “When we first started, it

Discussions around tech talent
shortage are focused on
software developers, but

startups say they have struggled

to find support staff for more
general roles

was a hassle to convince founders to offer stock op-
tions,” said Omoigui. “We still see situations where
the rank and file still aren’t being taken care of.”
The argument for employee stock options is
tried and tested in mature markets like Silicon Val-
ley and is increasingly common in African tech
hubs. Mobolaji Adeoye, managing partner of Con-
sonance Investment Managers, a Lagos-based ven-
ture firm, said that stock options programmes like
this have long played an important part in ensuring
a higher level of staff retention, necessary to build
world-class startups, and he’s seen evidence of that
in Nigeria. “What we’ve seen in our portfolio com-
panies is that startups that take employee retention
seriously tend to hold onto their talent.” =
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U Microfinance Bank enters into strategic part-

IIslamabad: President &
CEO U Microfinance Bank
Limited (U Bank) Kabeer
Naqvi and President & CEO
MCB Bank Limited (MCB)
Shoaib Mumtaz signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) of strategic partnership
to promote financial inclusion
in the country.

This collaboration between
the institutions will establish a
long term, stable and mutually
beneficial strategic partnership.

This strategic partnership
creates a platform for strength-
ening U Bank’s capability to
provide a comprehensive range
of banking services and pro-
mote various forms of cooper-
ation including medium to
long term Debt Finance, Hous-
ing Finance, Microfinance
Funding and various other
funding options.

Speaking at the occasion,
Kabeer Naqvi, President &
CEOQO of U Bank said: ”"We are
delighted to enter into this part-
nership with MCB, with whom

CB Bank

R
[C L

U Bank has collaborated on
number of successful syndica-
tions in past years.”

“This partnership will help
stimulate U Bank’s financial in-
clusion agenda and help the
underserved segments of the
country. Furthermore, this will
allow us to create efficient syn-
ergies with both entities to de-

nership with M

SIGNING CEREMONY

e L
il refm
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sign and introduce innovative
financing solutions,” he added
President & CEO of MCB,
Shoaib Mumtaz said: “We ap-
preciate our relationship with
U Bank and look forward to
further strengthening our en-
gagement with them to pro-
mote financial inclusion.”
“Facilitating housing credit

to low income segments is a
major priority of both the Gov-
ernment and the banking in-
dustry and we look forward to
working in tandem with indus-
try leaders to deliver quality
services and financial solutions
to the masses,” he added.

The ceremony was held at
MCB Bank’s Head Office with

representation by senior man-
agement of both institutions.
From MCB, Muhammad Nau-
man Chughtai, Group Head
Risk Management Group,
Salman Zaidi, Group Head
Treasury & FX, Hammad
Khalid, CFO, Shahzad Ishaq,
Group Head Consumer & Dig-
ital Banking, Natasha Ahmed,
Head  Corporate  North,
Maziya Hussain, Division
Head Marketing and Agsa
Omer Khan, Department Head
Corporate Banking attended
the ceremony.

Mariam Pervaiz, Chief
Commercial Officer & Chief of
Staff, Ambreen Malik, Chief
Business Officer & Chief Digi-
tal Officer, Farooq Kamran,
Chief Corporate & Investment
Banking, Mohsin Aslam, Head
Budgeting Planning & Corpo-
rate Finance, Syed Muham-
mad Omer, Head of Business
Analytics, Liabilities & Madiha
Latif, Assistant Manager Cor-
porate Finance repre-
sented U Bank.m

2nd cohort of UNDP JAZZ SDG Bootcamps

Islamabad: UNDP Pak-
istan and Jazz conclude the
second cohort of the SDG
Bootcamps—on themes of Ed-
ucation, Health, Climate
Change, and Digital Transfor-
mation. Implemented by
School of Leadership Founda-
tion (SoLF), in the second co-
hort, 131 social enterprises
participated, including 42
women-led initiatives. Four so-
cial enterprises emerged victo-
rious.

The winning social enter-
prises  included—Bechlo.pk
from Sindh, a multi-vendor app
store created for and by women
to sell new and preloved prod-
ucts online; Perwaz from
Sindh, a healthcare company
that provides drone services to
deliver medical aid; Crop Care
from Sindh, a mobile app that
helps farmers detect crop dis-

eases and recommends solu-
tions; and Edibles from Punjab,
working to reduce single use
plastic cutlery by introducing
sustainable and eco-friendly al-

duiya kobataada

ternatives.

This second round of boot-
camps also included one re-
gional bootcamp in Islamabad
with a total of 25 social enter-
prises, including participants
from Jammu and Kashmir and

Gilgit-Baltistan. Malook Enter-
prise won the regional boot-
camp. This social enterprise is
creating income opportunities
for communities in Gilgit

Baltistan by harvesting and sell-
ing local organic produce, like
herbs, dry fruits, vegetables, etc.

UNDP Pakistan Resident
Representative, Mr. Knut
Ostby, spoke during the con-
clusion of second cohort, “It’s

truly inspiring to see the
youth, especially young
women, opting for social en-
trepreneurship as a viable ca-
reer option. The UNDP-Jazz
SDG Bootcamps are helping
aspiring entrepreneurs to navi-
gate and develop business
models. Enhancing the social
entrepreneurial ecosystem in
Pakistan will not only em-
power the youth of the coun-
try but will also contribute
towards achieving Pakistan’s
SDG targets.”

Mr. Syed Fakhar Ahmed,
Chief Regulatory and Corpo-
rate Affairs Officer, Jazz com-
mented, “I would like to
congratulate the winners, and
I am confident that the in-
sights gained through the boot-
camps will help social
enterprises scale their busi-
nesses. We look forward to up-

concludes

coming cohorts empowering
the youth, especially from
rural areas, to make a positive
impact on the society.”

The winner of the national
bootcamp will be provided
with an opportunity to join
Youth Co:Lab, the largest
youth social entrepreneurship
movement in Asia and the Pa-
cific co-created by UNDP and
Citi Foundation, along with
access to mentorship opportu-
nities by Jazz.

Jazz and UNDP Pakistan
launched the SDG Bootcamp
in December 2020 to promote
social entrepreneurship and
strengthen the start-up ecosys-
tem in Pakistan. Under this, 20
bootcamps will be conducted
across the county to train 800
young social entrepreneurs, in-
cluding 50 percent women, by
December 2022. m

Jazz invests PKR 13.9bn in 4Q21, 4G population cover-
age reaches 65%

Islamabad: Jazz invested
PKR 13.9 billion under its '4G
for all ambition' during 4Q21.
Jazz’s total customer base grew
by 9.2% YoY to 72.6 million in-
cluding 35.0 million 4G sub-
scribers and approximately
1,500 additional 4G sites were
added during the last twelve
months.

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of

Jazz, said, “Under our digital
operator strategy, we are pursu-
ing a three-pronged approach;
expanding the outreach and ca-
pacity of our 4G network spe-
cially in semi-urban and rural
areas with consistent invest-
ment; strengthening our digital
services portfolio to serve as our
customers’ digital lifestyle part-
ner; and driving financial inclu-

sion with Pakistan’s leading fin-
tech JazzCash. The growing en-
gagement levels on our digital
platforms, and the fact that
nearly half of the industrywide
4G subscriptions in 2021 were
contributed by Jazz, validate
our customer-centric operating
model.”

Pakistan’s leading fintech
JazzCash, witnessed a strong

growth reaching 15.2 million
(+24.9% YoY) monthly active
users, and 105,000 active
agents. JazzCash also intro-
duced a unique digital-first
shopping experience, AlaCart,
on its mobile app, allowing
users to purchase products and
pay using their JazzCash ac-
counts.

Jazz’s self-care app, Jazz

World, continued to enjoy
strong levels of customer adop-
tion, monthly active user base
reaching 9.8 million customers.
Other streaming and entertain-
ment platforms such as Jazz
TV, Bajao, Jazz Cricket, and
Deikho, also enjoyed further
growth as their month usage in-
creased by multiple times
YoY.m
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PTCL Group concludes month-long campaign on
Gender Equality

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication
Company Limited

(PTCL) & Ufone cele-

women empowerment
and participation across
all fields. To reinforce the
message, PTCL Group

brated  International
Women'’s Day through a
comprehensive month-
long campaign to pro-
mote gender equality at
workplace under the
theme #BreakingThe-
Bias. The campaign has
been in line with the
PTCL Group’s long-
term commitment to

has been running digital
campaign on social
media platforms, where
employees are seen mak-
ing pledges to break the
bias against women.

A special event was
organized to celebrate
International Women’s
Day at PTCL HQ in Is-
lamabad. Former Special

the

Assistant to the Prime
Minister on Digital Pak-
istan and e-Governance,
Ms. Tania Aidrusgraced

event as Guest
Speaker. President and
Group CEQ, PTCL and
Ufone, Hatem Bamatraf,
Group VP, Talent Strat-
egy and Analytics, e&,
Dr. Hannah Haikal,
along with senior man-
agement and employees
from PTCL &
Ufonewere also present

at the event.

On the occasion,
Hatem Bamatraf, Presi-
dent & Group CEO,

i 1
s ™ '

PTCL & Ufone, shared
his thoughts and reiter-
ated the Group’s com-
mitment towards
women empowerment
and inclusion. He said,
“We are proud to be
part of this global move-
ment to end gender bias
and exclusion at the
workplace. Moreover,

] NATIONAL NEWS

PTCL Group is keen to
provide an equal oppor-
tunity platform to all its
employees, regardless of
their gender to fully par-
ticipate and grow. Over
the years, we have not
only ensured significant
gender parity across the
organization but also
continue to explore vari-
ous avenues to promote
gender inclusivity and
acceptance at PTCL &
Ufone.”

PTCL and Ufone
have been recognized
for their diversity and in-
clusion initiatives multi-
ple times by prestigious
platforms. The Group is
undertaking efforts to
ensure a culture with
gender equality, partici-
pation, and acceptance
at all levels. This acts as
a step towards a more
sustained and balanced
professional working en-
vironment in the indus-
try and out in the
society.m

OPPO forays into high-end market with new
Find X5 series flagship

Lahore: OPPO recently
launched its latest family of
flagship smartphones, the
Find X5 Series, marking an-
other decisive step into the
high-end market for the lead-
ing smartphone brand. The
new addition to the Find X
Series is the first smartphone
series to be powered by OP-
PO’sMariSilicon X imaging
NPU and other industry-lead-
ing features. With its futuristic
design, seamless ceramic back
panel, and premium Interna-
tional Warranty Service, every
aspect of the Find X5 Series
has been tailored to deliver the
best possible user experience.

“At OPPO INNO DAY
2021, we announced our
brand proposition of ‘Inspira-
tion Ahead’, defining our

commitment to constantly re-
draw the boundaries of the
smartphone experience to

keting at OPPO. “With the
Find X5 Series, we have raised
the bar for flagship smart-

4
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make life better for everyone,
regardless of the challenges
and uncertainties faced,” said
William Liu, Vice President
and President of Global Mar-

phones in terms of style and

performance, while never

stopping in our exploration of

new possibilities.”
MariSilicon X — OPPO’s

recently-unveiled self-designed
imaging NPU — makes its
debut on the Find X5 Series.
The NPU and its advanced in-
house algorithms, including
AINR, deliver a leap in com-
putational photography per-
formance. With MariSilicon
X, the Find X5 Series is the
first flagship smartphone se-
ries capable of capturing clear
4K Ultra Night Video that can
rival what is seen by the
human eye. Following its
long-held mission to bring
both natural and professional
colors to smartphone imaging,
OPPO has joined hands with
Hasselblad to bring its Natural
Color Calibration to the Find
X5 Series, empowering users
to unlock more emotive mo-
ments. =

Wateen &Cisco collaborate with Beaconhouse

Lahore: Wateen Telecom
Limited, the leading ICT
company in Pakistan, and
Beaconhouse, the country’s
largest network of private
educational institutions,
have partnered to provide
managed internet services
over SD-WAN across the
school network. The part-
nership agreement was
signed by Kasim Kasuri,
CEO, Beaconhouse, and
Adil Rashid, CEO, Wateen

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL ‘

Telecom. Senior officials of
both companies along with
Kashif-ul-Haque, Country
Manager Cisco, were also
present at the occasion.” A
major step in the digital
transformation journey of
the Beaconhouse network,
this new partnership will en-
able the school organisation
to transform its existing ed-
ucation technology (ed-
tech) and online learning
systems m

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Jazz appoints
Atyab Tahiras CEO
JazzCash

Islamabad: Jazz, Pakistan’s
leading digital operator (part
of VEON Group NASDAQ:
VEON, Euronext Amsterdam:
VEON), announces the ap-
pointment of Atyab Tahir as
the CEO of JazzCash effective
May 1 2022.

Atyab, currently serving as
Country Manager MasterCard
Pakistan & Afghanistan, has
over two decades of interna-
tional experience in banking
and consulting. Atyab has also
held senior positions at Fi-
delity Investments, HBL, Te-
lenor Bank and easypaisa. He
holds a BA from Dartmouth
College and an MBA from
Babson College.

Commenting on Atyab’s
appointment Aamir Ibrahim,
CEQ, Jazz said: “While mo-
bile phones and payment solu-
tions have accelerated financial
inclusion in the country, a sig-
nificant portion of Pakistan’s
adult population remain un-
banked. I am confident that
under Atyab’s dynamic leader-
ship JazzCash will help boost
financial inclusion across the
board through innovative and
customer-centric products.” m

BARD Foundation to
establish Research
Chairs at LUMS

Lahore: The Bilquis and
Abdul Razak Dawood
(BARD) Foundation has made
a generous donation to estab-
lish two endowed Chairs at
LUMS-the Abdul Razak Da-
wood Dean’s Chair at the Sule-
man Dawood School of
Business, and the Bilquis Da-
wood Dean’s Chair at the
Mushtaq Ahmad Gurmani
School for Humanities and So-
cial Sciences. These endowed
Chairs will enable the deans to
expand Ph.D. scholarships,

faculty fellowships and engage
the two schools with industry
leaders across various public
and private sectors.H
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MMBL honored with the ‘D&l Leader’ Award for
the second time in a row

Islamabad: Pakistan’s
largest digital Bank, Mobilink
Microfinance Bank Limited
(MMBL) has once again
clinched the Corporate Social
Responsibility Award in the
category of "Diversity & In-
clusion (D&I) Leader" for ad-
vancing D&I through its
flagship women empower-
ment and disability inclusion
initiatives, Women Inspira-
tional Network (WIN) and
Humgadam program. The
11th Annual International
Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity Summit & Awards 2022,
were held in Karachi by The
Professionals Network and are
the first and only (CSR)
Award of Pakistan registered
with the IPO Government of
Pakistan. The ceremony was
attended by prominent busi-
ness personalities and profes-
sionals from the industry,
government  organizations,
NGOs, academia, and the
media.

Under its flagship initia-
tives WIN and Humgadam,
MMBL is supporting women
and differently-abled individu-
als by facilitating them to over-

been providing training oppor-
tunities to women and differ-
ently-abled individuals to
strengthen their professional
capabilities with a focus on

receiving the award, Samiha
Ali Zahid, Chief People Offi-
cer at MMBL said: “MMBL is
honored to be recognized by
The Professionals Network

=

come barriers restricting their
access to financial empower-
ment. In line with the United
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals 2030, the bank has

improving their digital and fi-
nancial skillsets in the rapidly
evolving banking ecosystem of
Pakistan.

Expressing her thoughts on

(TPN) for its efforts to become
a catalyst of change for diver-
sity and inclusion. This award
is a reflection of MMBL'’s
commitment to uplift margin-

alized social groups, including
women and differently-abled
individuals by providing a
platform and enabling them to
grow professionally. As Pak-
istan’s largest digital bank,
MMBL reinforces its commit-
ment to roll out innovative fi-
nancial products and services
for everyone, leaving no one
behind, by removing all poten-
tial barriers and building a
truly inclusive digitally and fi-
nancially enabled Pakistan.”
Through its expansive fi-
nancial services portfolio,
MMBL provides easy accessi-
bility of its digital financial
solutions, and has trained
over 500 women, and on-
boarded over 9 differently-
enabled individuals under
the WIN and Humgadam
program, respectively.
MMBL remains dedicated
to fostering inclusion and
empowerment opportunities
for all using the power of
digital financial services. m

Pearl-Continental Hotels launches PC Mobile App

Islamabad: Hashoo Hotels, Pak-

istan’s leading hospitality brand, has . 9
unveiled the next chapter in its mission j L T
to change the way people travel, offer- ] ' ™ o~

ing an alternative to the conventional
methods. Pearl-Continental Hotels is
rolling out their PC Mobile App, in- "
cluding a range of new and exciting

features.

Speaking about the app, the Deputy
Chairman and CEO of Hashoo
Group, Mr. Murtaza Hashwani said:
“With the introduction of PC Mobile
App, Hashoo Hotels aims to further
improve the quality of hospitality ex-
perience, with high-tech, seamless so-
lutions for its valued customers. The
desire to be the catalyst for positive
change and to create best possible cus-
tomer experience, is driven by our
guest-centric culture at Hashoo. Our
growth is conditioned by the ability to
provide such enhanced and unprece-
dented conveniences for loyalty and
high customer retention.”

Talking about the innovations in

hospitality industry, he further added,
“As the world is transitioning towards
fast and smart solutions, embracing
mobile technologies was the next step
for Pakistan’s largest hospitality brand.
The convenience and reliability of
being able to book your hotel room, get
rewarded with benefits and promotions
with your loyalty points, planning your
travel and events, through your smart
phone. The future is now in your
hands.”

The app’s technology has been built
to support the needs of time-con-
strained, on-the-go consumers and is
available on iOS and Android. Users
can flick through hotel photos, check

Samsung x TECNO collab for RGBW Technology for Camon 19

Lahore: TECNO keeps its
promise to bring the latest
technology for its consumers.
TECNO Mobile collaborates
with Samsung to bring the lat-
est RGBW camera sensor
technology for its upcoming

‘Stop At Mothing’
te '‘Capture Everything’

Camon 19 series phones. The
phone will be launching in
Pakistan in the second quarter.

As Camon is TECNO'’s
renowned Camera series, the
latest device will be equipped
with a special RGBW sensor
that adds a white sub-pixel to
the current RGB array. This
will improve light sensitivity,

especially in low-light situa-
tions.In a webinar last month,
TECNO’s Global team an-

nounced to be working with
Samsung to bring this latest
RGWB Camera Sensor in
their phones.

This means the phones will
befeaturing a new Samsung
image sensor that uses an

RGBW pixel array for better
quality images. It will be using
Samsung’s Isocell GWB — an

upcoming mobile imaging sen-
sor that adds a white pixel to
red, green, and blue pixels.
The addition of the white pixel
will improve the sensor’s over-
all sensitivity to light which
will help produce better low

light photographs. It claims
lesser background glare in lit
environments and more bal-

anced contrast levels in darker
backgrounds.

Kelvin Zeng, CEO of
TECNO Mobile Pakistan
said: “TECNO shall be bring-
ing some of the greatest tech-
nological devices from its
Camon and Phantom series in
Pakistan this year. After our
first Borderless AMOLED —
Phantom X and the Gimbal
Technology Camon 18 Pre-
mier, we are looking to ex-
pand the mobile technology
horizon for our Pakistani con-
sumers. The fans will not have
to wait too long as we shall be
launching the RGWB Tech-
nologyphones in the country
pretty soon.”

This will mark the begin-
ning of a new era in Pakistan.
Stay tuned and follow
TECNO's official social media
pages for more updates. =
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Oppo A16

Rs. 23,999

NOKILA

Oppo A16 price in Pakistan is Rs. 23,999. Official
dealers and warranty providers regulate the retail
price of Oppo mobile products in official warranty.
Price of OppoA16 in Pakistan is Rs. 23,999.

Price of Oppoin USDis $149.

OppoA16 - Is Coming Soon With Bigger Battery
Today, the company Oppo presented a new
cheap phone from its offer, and it is the Oppo A16.
Oppo is thus expanding its A-series. Oppo A16
has an IPS LCD screen with a screen size of 6.52
inches that produces HD + resolution. The phone
can automatically adjust the brightness of the
screen based on user behavior. The smartphone
has three cameras on the back. These are the 13
MP main sensor, the 2 MP depth sensor, and the 2
MP macro sensor. There is also an LED flash in
the mentioned square cutout. There is also a
fingerprint scanner on the back of the phone. A5
MP selfie camera is placed on the front. This
smartphone will run the MediaTek Helio G35
chipset paired with 3 GB of RAM and only 32 GB
of internal storage. The device also has a

microSD card slot. The Oppo A15 runs the : ] i
Android 11 OS over which ColorOS 11.1 mze 13,900 wie 17,700 wee 18,900

is
engraved. Oppo A16 phone has a 5000 mAh
battery with 10W charging support. It will be
available in blue and black colors.

o

Realme C25s
Rs. 22,999

Mi 11T (8GB+256GB)

Realme C25s - A C-Series Smartphone With Big Battery
Smart tech Realme will unveil C25s soon to the market. The
Chinese company Realme is preparing to launch a new
ol a [:] m I 11T SEF _ | smartphone of its C-series. The device was spotted on the
i # Indian IMEI database website, and also the model number
CPERIEM RMX3195 was spotted on the NBTC certification platform. We
are talking about the Realme C25s. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the mid-range market that are called Helio G85
SoC. The upcoming new Realme's C25s has got a 2.0 GHz
Octa-Core processor under the hood of this handset. This new
smartphone has got a 6.5 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and
this device Realme C25s's going to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
Mali-G52 MC2. The handset is pack with 4 gigabytes of RAM,
which is a powerful RAM used in this Realme sharp C25s so
you can say that your phone is going to run at a super-fast
speed because of its powerful RAM. The smartphone has got
128 gigabytes of storage in this smartphone which means that
the capacity of your data is more than enough. Realme has got
a Triple Camera setup in the C25s. The main sensor of the
smartphone will be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this handset will be 8
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new C25s. The rear-mounted sensor will allow
protecting its data by only allowing the authorized person in its
C25s. The battery of the phone is a gigantic one. The upcoming
smartphone C25s will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po
6,000 mAh battery which is a big battery, the device will give
you more than one day of battery backup, and there will be fast
charging of 18W. The smartphone C25s by Realme will run on
the Android 11 operating system. Samsung and other tech
giants will face serious competition when this Realme C25s will
release.
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Realme Narzo 30 Realme 7 Pro
Rs:32,999 Rs:49,999

Realme Narzo 30 - A Powerful Handset Of Mid-Range
Realme will unveil its new Narzo 30 smartphone soon to the
market. The launch date for the coming smartphone has yet
to be announced, but the handset is already seen on multiple
websites. The call might start soon. A live photo of Realme
Narzo 30 leaked after being posted on the Indonesian
Telecommunication Certification website and the FCC. The - -,
handset will be powered by the Mediatek Helio G95 (12 nm) A", . : w
chipset. The chipset suggests that Realme's Narzo 30 be a 6.4inch Super AMOLED CapaC|tlve
mid-range handset with outstanding features. Smartphone b . s s

has got a processor of 2.50 GHz Octa-Core which will give

this device more power. And there is a GPU of Mali-G76 MC2 s g

under the hood of this smartphone. Also, there is screen N i Quad Camera: 64 MP, /1.8, 26mm
protection of Corning Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming new k > (wide), 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.3
Realme Narzo 30's going to have an IPS LCD Capacitive 5 16mm (‘ultrawid’e) VA" +2 M'P f/2'4
Touchscreen display with a size of 6.5 inches and a resolution " +2 MP f/é 4 d th LEYD Fi h
of 720 x 1600 Pixels which means that the coming up Narzo , (macro) , f12.4, (depth), as
30 by Realme got a big screen display for the users to enjoy it. I\
The handset has got 6 gigabytes of RAM that will make it easy b (Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
to execute tasks with high speed. This means the users will be ” - _ ; o/ i
happy to have this device. The Realme 30 got 128 gigabytes i ’ ) Fast CL’afg'”g 65.W’ S0% n

of internal memory storage, which is enough to store a huge 12 min, 100% in 34 min (advertised)
amount of data. And it can be expanded as the phone has a
microSD card. There is a Triple rear Camera setup in Realme
Narzo's 30, The main sensor of the rear camera setup will be

48 megapixels, 8 megapixels, and a 2 megapixels sensor. MemOI'y 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1
The handset is expected to come equipped with a 16

megapixels selfie shooter. The insecurity of user's data, the
Realme Narzo 30 got a rear-mounted Fingerprint Sensor

which is a normal feature nowadays on smartphones. The 1 ' Accelerometer, Compass,
battery of this device is 5,000 mAh to give full-day use to the Featuers

gp | #905% Tvia | CLEE SH
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users and also there is a fast-charging 30W. This Narzo 30's Flngerprlnt (under dlsplay
will give through time to its competitors like Samsung and
others.

Efldlt‘_"'
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,26,600

Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:14,999

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm LR, i . .
. 6.5 Inches,Super Retina XDR OLED ] : 6.5” HD+ Waterdrop
Dlsplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors ] Dlsplay FullScreen 1600*720
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55" b Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
. 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS 12 MP : ear. 19. ual with Flas
3.0, 52mm (telezhoto), 1/3.4", 1.0um, PDAF ' Camera Front: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera
, OIS, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide) e
Non-removable Li-lon 3969
EEEIRA] mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging Battery 5000mAh Battery
Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Memory Internal-64GB \/[17g(e1g' 3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity, Fingerprint .
U] compass, barometer, Siri natural Sgnsgrs 8 Functions

language commands and dictation

et
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Oppo Reno 6 Pro Oppo Reno 6
Expected Price:Rs.99,999 Rs. 59,999

XV

Oppo Reno 6 - A Mini-Flagship Smartphone

Oppo is willing to unveil Reno 6 soon to the market. This Chinese
smartphone company recently launched the Reno5 series in China.
The smartphone series comprised the Reno 5, Reno 5 Pro, and Reno

Oppo Reno 6 Pro - A Flagship Smartphone Of The Series!
Oppo is unveiling a new Reno 6 smartphone series, this is a Pro
variant. The company is working on its upcoming new smartphone
"| 5 lineup. These smartphones were spotted on 3C and MIIT with '1 5 5 Pro+. This smartphone giant is now working on the Reno 6 series.
some specifications. Also, there was a tipster from China has Ly | According to Digital (;hat Station, the Reno 6 series is in its final
leaked key details of the upcoming series, let's see what we got in j 0 St‘a”g:& Now OZPS will laufntchh tlhte Otppr? Rert]o‘e.t-lr—nhe Smirttphﬂne
this smartphone, which is the Oppo Reno 6 Pro. The smartphone e will be powered by one of the latest chipsets in the marke
A R will be powered by a 3.0 GHz Octa-Core processor with a chipset of Pt Qualcomm Snapdragon 720G. The Chipset of this upcoming new

0¢
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MediaTeka€™s Dimensity 1200. The Chipset of the coming Oppo's
Reno 6 Pro shows that it will be a flagship handset. The device has
a Super AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, and the display of the
device is 6.55 Inches that provide a resolution of 1080 x 2400
Pixels. Also their screen protection of Corning Gorilla Glass. This
handset Oppo Reno 6's going to be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of 12 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of the
device show that it will enable the user to execute things with this
smartphone within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the
Reno 6 Pro by Oppo is 256 gigabytes that is enough to store a huge
amount of data. On the rear of the smartphone, there is a Quad
Camera setup. The main camera is 64 megapixels, an 8 MP
secondary sensor, and a pair of 2 MP sensors. In the upcoming new
Oppo 6 Pro, front-facing is packed with a 32 megapixels front-selfie
camera setup. The handset has got under display, optical
fingerprint sensor to secure your data from loss. the battery of the
Oppo Reno's 6 Pro is also a massive one. The smartphone is fueled
with Li-Po Non-removable, 4500 mAh battery to get enough
backup time and the Reno 6 Pro got a Fast charging of 65W. Now
Samsung and other smartphone companies will be looking to bring
features like 6 Pro.

Oppo Reno 4
Rs. 59,999

LEE SY

|. #905% Tvia ]

I

S)AIEI]  Android 10 OS

g 6.4” AMOLED Capacitive
Display Touchscreen, 16M
Colors, Multitouch

Triple Camera: 48 MP, /1.7, 26mm
(wide), 1/2.0", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.2
OEIMEIEN  (uirawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, 2.4
, (depth), LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
B atte ry - Fast charging 30W, VOOC

Flash Charge 4.0

128/256GB Built-in
Memory , 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass,
eatures Fingerprint (under display,
optical), Gyro, Proximity

smartphone Oppo's Reno 6 is also a flagship chipset that can all the
high-end specs with accuracy and ease. The new handset has a 2.3
GHz Octa-core processor to give more power to this chipset. The
Oppo Reno 6's going to have a 6.4 Inches massive screen size, the
users of this device will be enjoying using it. The smartphone with
an AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, with a full HD resolution of
1080 x 2400 Pixels under the hood of the new Reno 6 by Oppo has
got the protection of the screen this device has got Corning Gorilla
Glass. The SoC of the smartphone is paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM.
The chipset and the RAM of the device will make the processing
speed of the phone lightning fast. This Oppo 6 internal storage
capacity is 128 gigabytes. This is enough storage capacity that will
give you enough space to place a huge amount of data for future
use. There is a Quad Camera setup in the back of this Oppo Reno's
6, The main sensor will be 64 megapixels, 8 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter will be 44 megapixels. The upcoming
new smartphone has got the latest operating system Android 11.
There is an under-display, optical fingerprint reader of the phone
that is there to protect it from any unauthorized person. The battery
of the phone is also a massive one. The Oppo Reno 6 is fueled with
Li-Po Non-removable, 4300 mAh battery to get enough backup time
and the smartphone got a Fast charging of 50W. Now Samsung and
other smartphone companies will be looking to bring features like
Reno 6's.

vivo X70 Pro
Rs. 1,39,999

Dimensions: 158.30mmx73.21mm
BOdy x7.99mm (Cosmic Black)

6.56 Resolution
2376*1080 (FHD+)
Touch ScreenCapacitive
multi-touch

Front 32MP,Rear 50MP
Camera +12MP+12MP+8MP

44W FlashCharge
4450mAh (TYP)

128GB+256GB

Processor MediaTek Dimensity
1200-vivo
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Infinix Zero X Pro

Rs. 47,999

Infinix Zero X Pro - A Mid-Ranger Of The Company

Infinix is working on its new Zero X which has got a moniker
Pro at the end. The Chinese company is expanding its
smartphone range, now Infinix is launching its new device in its
Zero-Series. The upcoming smartphone will be in a mid-range
segment, and it will be called Infinix Zero X Pro. The upcoming
smartphone of the company has got a chipset of Mediatek
Helio G95, which is used in mid-range devices, to give more
power to the handset there is a 2.05Ghz Octa-Core processor
under the hood of this Infinix's Zero X Pro. Also, there is a GPU
of Mali-G76 MC4 in this smartphone. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 6.67 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display. The new Infinix Zero X's going to have an
AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, and this device has got a
full-HD display with a resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels. The
upcoming new Zero X Pro by Infinix has got 8 gigabytes of
RAM, which is a powerful RAM used in this smartphone so you
can say that your phone is going to run at a super-fast speed
because of its powerful RAM. The built-in storage capacity of
the Infinix X Pro is 128/256 gigabytes which means that the
capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the phone will be 108 megapixels, 8 megapixels along with 8
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this Infinix Zero's X Pro will
be 16 megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and
attractive. The device has got a side-mounted fingerprint
reader is there to protect it from any unauthorized person. The
battery of the Zero X Pro is also a massive one. The handset is
fueled with (Li-Po Non-removable), 4500 mAh battery to get
enough backup time and the smartphone got a Fast charging.
Now Samsung and other smartphone companies will have a
competitor when the X Pro launched.

Nokia C1
Rs:8,299

Nokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earlier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5MP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Nokia will implement Android OS 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 294 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Nokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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Realme C21
Rs. 19,999

Realme C21 - A Mid-Rang Smartphone Of The Company

Smart tech Realme is launching the C21 smartphone to the
market. This Chinese company presented the C20 in the
January of this year, and Realme will present its successor in
three days. Now all the specifications of this phone have
appeared on AliExpress, and even the price is known. This
smartphone will be Realme C21. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the market that is called MediaTek Helio G35.
The new Realme's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this handset. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 6.52 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and
this device Realme C21's going to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
PowerVR GE8320 in this upcoming device. Also, there is
screen protection of Corning Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming
new Realme sharp C21 is packing the upcoming smartphone
with 4 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used
in this smartphone so you can say that your phone is going to
run at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM.
Realme has got 64 gigabytes of storage in C21 which means
that the capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the smartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this phone C21 will be 5
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new C21. The smartphone has got a powerful battery
which will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5000 mAh
battery in C21 by Realme that will carry support for Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and other tech giants will face
serious competition when this Realme C21 will release.

Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have
W Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near future. This
1 will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After
launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will come
packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin 980. This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
| chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20's Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over other smartphone giants.
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Vivo V21 Nokia 2.3
Rs 59,999 Rs:14,900

Nokia 2.3 -ANew Entry-level Smartphone
| Tech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
Dimensions: 159.68x73.90 2.2. The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It is
x7.29mm* (Dusk Blue) an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Nokia's 2.3
g 6.44-inch *Measured diagonally, the screen ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be available in
DISpIay size 6.44 inch in the full rectangle Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color variants. The
. Actual display area is slightly smaller. (i information leaked about the chipset of the new Nokia 2.3's,
confirms that it will be powered by the MediaTeka€™s Helio
A22. This chipset will be used in place of 28nm Snapdragon
Front 44MP OIS AF / Rear 64MP 425. This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Nokia
Camera OIS AF+ 8MP (wide-angle) Wi sharp 2.3. Different variants of the phone will offer different
+2MP (macro) . ' ranges of RAM and internal storage. One of the models is
packed with 2 gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack
this new upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of
. internal storage. The next variant will be available in 3
4000 mAh gigabytes of RAM capacity and the internal storage of the
Battery tvpical I I o phone will 32 gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may
( ypical va ue) ! offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may
: also become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
: 1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a 4000
| mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower side, still
. you will have enough power to keep the handset on toes. The
Memory Ram:8GB+128GB - upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with
an LED flash that is placed just under the alone lens of the
- phone. The front-facing camera will be 5 megapixels. The 2.3
] by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As this is an entry-level
. . smartphone so you expect a reasonable price tag. The
Processor MTK DlmenS|ty 800U 2 : company is now competitive enough to challenge high-rated
companies like Samsung by bringing smartphones like Nokia

2.3.

Redmi Note 10 Pro Itel Vision 1
(8GB+128GB)

Redmi Note 10 Pro | 1 11,999: =f

108 MP Voyager
120Hz AMOLED | 33W fast charging

Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor
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Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel

RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM
' - 1.6GHz Octa Core Processor

15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.5D Curved)
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See better in the dark
It just keeps getting better
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Samsung Galaxy A51
8GB

&+ 54,999: =

Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-
A73 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53)

Quad Camera: 48 MP, f/2.0, (wide),
1/2", PDAF + 12 MP, f/2.2, 13mm
(ultrawide) + 5 MP, 2.4, (macro) +

5 MP, /2.2, depth sensor, LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast battery charging 15W

(5 M) 11
AT I

BE STYLISH WITH THE NEW 15MART

]

Huawei Mate 10 Lite

&,34,999 =4

Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-A73 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels
18:9 Screen ratio (409 ppi density)
Sensors: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)
Accelerometer, Proximity, Compass

(Non-removable Li-lon ),3340 mAh

(5Dl
AT I 4

5LEISE L

vivo Y33s
Rs. 39,999

Dimensions: 164.26x
Body 76.08x8.00mm

Weight: 182g

- 6.58-inch
BIETOIENA  2408x1080 (FHD+)
LCD,Capacitive multi-touch

Front 16MP / Rear 50MP+2MP+2MP

(@-130=1¢=1 | Front /2.0 (16MP), Rear f/1.8 (50MP)
+ /2.4 (2MP)+ /2.4 (2MP)

Battery

Memory

5000mAh (TYP)

8GB+128GB

Calme Spark S33

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWVGA Screen
5.0 inches

1950 mAh

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GB Free
microSD Card (supports up 64GB)

sJ,l({léé“ 33l
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Infinix Note 8 Tecno Camon X
Rs.29,999

Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex
-A75 + 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

_ IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
Display 16M Colors, Multitouch
7.0 Inches
Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide)
Camera AR PRV —— Triple camera: 13 MP + 8 MP + 2 MP
, (depth) o
+2 MP. Quad LED Flash . Quad LED Flash, Auto-focus

B (Li-Po Non removable), 5200 mAh
attery - Fast battery charging 18W

32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM
emo microSD Card, (supports ) | "
Y up to 256é5)p P IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
, 16M Colors, Multitouch6.2 Inches

Feat 128GB Built-in, 6GB RAM
eatures microSD Card, (supports up to 256GB) (Li-Po Non removable)
, 3400 mAh

jsz](j|'|s;AJx33An

L'FIVE Infinix Zero 8
Rs. 36,999
I.I"'Ir._j |

G2

XVIN

) Octa-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
LSRR A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

; 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
Dlsplay Capacitive Touchscreen,

o€

16M Colors, Multitouch
Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide),

c 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),
amera 1/4.0" + 2 MP, /2.4, (macro) +

2 MP, /2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
Battery Standby:upto 26 days

Talktime:upto 36 hours

SIS T AR

128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
Memory microSD Card,
(supports up to 256GB)

Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,
Features Fingerprint (side mounted), Proximity

g
2
=
2

iy W S

Ocean 9 Black(2GB)

LEE SYH

&2 8,650 : =

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)

()= el A
AT e

.
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_ Vivo V21e
Remi Note 11 Pro Rs. 46,999

Vivo V21e - A Mid-ranger Of V21 Series
Chinese company Vivo is unveiling V21e to the market soon. The
V20 series was launch last year, the company is now coming up
with the new smartphone series. And this coming series will be
V21. The first few models of the series will launch in Malaysia.
Vivo has revealed a few specifications details let's see what we
got in this Vivo V21e. The coming smartphone will be powered by
the Snapdragon 720 chipset. The smartphone with this processor
will provide the user with powerful results. The Vivo's V21e has a
2.3 GHz Octa-Core processor under the hood of this smartphone.
The handset has a 6.4 Inches big screen size and It will provide
the user with full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels.
The new Vivo V21e's going to have an AMOLED Capacitive
Touchscreen display that is the latest one and well known for its
outstanding results. Also, there is a GPU of Adreno 618. This
handset Vivo sharp V21e will be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of 6 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of the
device show that it will enable the user to execute things within
seconds. The Vivo has got 128 gigabytes of internal storage in

1 V21e which is enough to store a huge amount of data for future
5. 6 ? use. And also there is a dedicated slot. The smartphone is packing
a Triple-camera in the back of the V21e. The main camera is 48
megapixels, others are yet to be confirmed. The selfie camera of
the upcoming new V21e is not confirmed yet. The smartphone
got an under-display, optical fingerprint sensor to protect your
data from loss. And the battery of this smartphone V21e is 4000
mAbh is planted inside the belly of the phone which is enough to
keep running for almost one or two days of active use. And also
there is a fast battery charging in this V21e by Vivo which is 33W.
Now Samsung and other smartphone companies will be looking
to bring features like Vivo V21e.

Redmi Note 11Pro
Rise to the challenge

BAT Fials AMOULD
e gliy

Huawei P30 Tecno Camon 17
Rs:89,999 Rs. 24,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series!

Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones. Huawei's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawei P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is still in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has decided
to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smartphones that's why the new P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Artificial Intelligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the quality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yet available.

Tecno is trying to unveil Camon 17 smartphone to the
market. The upcoming new smartphone has an eye-
catching color design with textural lines that give it an
exquisite touch. The body of this Tecno Camon 17 is made
up of a glass front plastic, back and has a plastic frame to
keep it intact. The smartphone will be powered by one of
the latest chipsets available for smartphones in the market
that is called MediaTek Helio G85 (12nm). The new Tecno's
Camon 17 has got a 2.0 GHz Octa-Core processor under
the hood of this handset. This new upcoming smartphone
has a 6.6 Inches screen size which is a big-screen display,
with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and this device
Tecno Camon 17's going to have a full-HD display with a
resolution of 1080 x 2460 Pixels. And also there is a GPU
of Mali-G52 MC2 in this upcoming device. The upcoming
new Camon 17 by Tecno will be packing with 4 gigabytes
RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used in this
smartphone so you can say that your phone is going to run
at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM. Tecno
17 has got 128 gigabytes of storage in this smartphone
which means that the capacity of your data is unlimited.
And also you can extend your storage by using a MicroSD
Card. On the rear of the smartphone, there is a Triple
Camera setup. The main sensor of the smartphone Tecno
Camon's 17 will be 48 megapixels. 2 megapixels and 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this phone is Dual
Camera setup and it is not confirmed yet. The side-
mounted and Face Unlock sensor will allow the device to
protect its data by only allowing the authorized person. The
Tecno Camon 17 will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po
5000 mAh battery that will carry support for Fast charging.
Samsung and other tech giants will face serious
competition when this Camon 17's will release.

Tecno Pova 2

lei
Rs:28,999 Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Tecno Pova 2- Released With Big 1080p
display & Huge 7000 mAh Battery!

Today, the Chinese manufacturers Tecno
launched its premium smartphone Pova 2 in
the Philippines market. The smartphone comes
with a large battery of up to 7,000 mAh which
is a very huge battery. This is a manufacturer
that has caught the eye several times, thanks
to its smartphones with very interesting specs
and an incredibly low price. The smartphone
has the largest screen of 6.9 inches with a
resolution of 1080 x 2460. Teco Pova 2 is a
phone that is part of the Android 11 program
with HIOS 7.6. Helio G85 with a Quad-core
processor will take care of the speed of work,
and it will be accompanied by 6GB of RAM and
128GB of internal storage. The company offers
a Quad camera setup with LED flash on the
back panel of this Tecno Pova 2. It has a 48-
megapixel main camera with a 2-megapixel
macro lens, and a pair of 2-megapixel depth
sensors. At the same time, this phone has an
8-megapixel camera for selfies. Tecno Pova 2
smartphone in the Philippines market is
launched at the price of PHP 7,990 that in
Pakistani Rs is equal to 28,999.

Rs:1,56,300

Bod 150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
ody (5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33 in)

: 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIETOIEV]  IPS LCD capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"
, 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A
= Talk Time:Upto 17h
Music Play:Upto 65h

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
Features | compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation
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PTA Approved Manufactured in Pakistan
Young Tech Pvt Ltd.

EE www.memobile.pk
- f memobilepakistan (@ memobilepakistan
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Importer Name Brand
Qty Amt

FUTURE TECH APPLE 225 221,188
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD APPLE -

CORETECH APPLE -

M/S PRIME TELECOM APPLE -

MICROTEL TRADING APPLE 324 256,118
NAVID & SONS APPLE -

BESTWAY EXCHANGE COMPANY APPLE -

SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION APPLE -

NAVEED ENTERPRISES APPLE -

AGILITY LOGISTICS PRIVATE LIMITED APPLE 1,919 2,438,180
ORCHARD INTERNATIONAL APPLE -

SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE -

EUROTEL TRADING APPLE 705 525,488
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS APPLE -

ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE -

EVOLUTIONPK IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE -

PICK N SAVE APPLE -

AIR LINK COMMUNICATION ALCATEL -

TRUE TALK TRADING (PRIVATE) LIMITED CHINESE -

A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED CHINESE -

YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED CHINESE 6 540
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED CHINESE -

PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE -

YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED HUAWEI -

DB LINK PRIVATE LIMITED INFINIX -

MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD INFINIX -

INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 32,062 3,298,175
C RIGHT MOBILE INFINIX -

CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 19 2,141
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX - -
M/S.ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX 300 57,046
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION INFINIX - -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX 58,124 6,727,927
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL - -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD ITEL 10,000 519,088
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 4 188
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL - -
MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD ITEL - -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 33,000 2,212,651
ADVANCE TELECOM NOKIA - -
MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD NOKIA - -
M/S ALCATEL LUCENT PAKISTAN LIMITED NOKIA - -
OPPO MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO - -
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO 132,400 16,370,776
THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE OPPO 9 979
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED ONE PLUS - -
UNITED MOBILE ONE PLUS - -
DIGICOM TRADING PVT LTD Q MOBILE - -
ANTPOWER TECH (PVT.) LTD REALME 24 4,786
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME 14,000 1,740,520
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION SAMSUNG 244 326,980
MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSUNG 50 68,750
AGILITY LOGISTICS PRIVATE LIMITED SAMSUNG - -
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSUNG 165 80,353
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 183,660 30,718,420
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG 30 41,250
BURQUE CORPORATION (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG - -
EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG - -
UNITED MOBILE SAMSUNG - -
JADE E-SERVICES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED. SAMSUNG - -
M/S UNITED MOBILES TECNO - -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECNO 45,000 3,589,592
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO - -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 45,000 4,227,232
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO - -
INOVI TELECOM PVT LTD TECNO - -
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 6 725
VIVO ELECTRIC (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO - -
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO 307,000 37,735,000
SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL - -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD XIAOMI 14,254 2,315,931
ALPHA PRECISION IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI -

BEST CELL OPTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI -

CABNET TECHNOLOGY XIAOMI -

CORETECH XIAOMI 3,400 331,466
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 2 440
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI -

MOBILE LINK IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI -

NANO TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS XIAOMI 7 1,355
PHONEZO IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 3,270 515,314
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 10,000 782,187
SMARTLINK TECHNOLOGIES XIAOMI 6,081 960,014
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 9,275 1,451,905
XIAOMI PAKISTAN(PRIVATE)LIMITED XIAOMI 2 420
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 3 750
M/S UNITED MOBILE ZTE -

ALCATEL -

APPLE 3,173 3,440,974
CHINESE 6 540
D CODE -

HUAWEI -

INFINIX 90,505 10,085,289
ITEL 43,004 2,731,927
NOKIA -

OPPO 132,409 16,371,755
ONE PLUS -

Q MOBILE -

SAMSUNG 184,149 31,235,753
TECNO 90,006 7,817,549
VIVO 307,000 37,735,000
VGOTEL -

REALME 14,024 1,745,306
XIAOMI 46,294 6,359,782
ZTE -

Total 910,570 117,523,875
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& Wireless Towor installation
& Wireleas Link Point to Point
# Wireloss 4G LTE Router

S CCTY Camoras

# Fiber Dplica
# Solar Powor

@ info@gonetlinks.com

B +92300 460 7746
B +92300 452 7746

http://www.gonetlinks.com

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:

Solar Poko
& Tower Manulacturer
& Tower Maintenance
& Tower Dismainiling
@ Tower Survoy [ K
® Earthing & Grounding

® Notworking

n GoNet Links Technology
m GoMNet Links Technology
%' GoMNet Links Technology

rﬁJ gonetlinkstechnology
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. s <ol

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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