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Impacts of
flooding, rains
on economy

The territorial rains and floods have wreaked havoc in Balochistan
and Punjab although Karachi too underwent unprecedented rainfall
this season which submerged almost the entire city under water. The
natural calamity rendered thousands of people displaced while a huge
number of others remained marooned in flood-affected areas.

The immediate impact of flooding included loss of human life,
damage to property, destruction of crops, loss of livestock, non-
functioning of infrastructure facilities, disruption of telecommunication
system, and deterioration of health conditions owing to waterborne
diseases. Flash floods, with little or no warning time, always cause
more deaths than slow-rising riverine floods. In monetary terms, the
extent of damages caused by floods is, on the one hand, gauged on the
basis of the depth and duration of flooding, and the velocities of flows
in the flooded areas. On the other, the financial damage depends on
how much economic activities and communities are vulnerable to the
effects of the floods.

Pakistan received 181 per cent above average rainfall during the
monsoon season this year, breaking the record of 62 years. With
Balochistan experiencing 450 per cent more rainfall than usual, it
seems to be the most affected province. About 170 people have died,
hundreds more are waiting to be rescued and thousands have been
displaced as a result. According to these statistics, this season the
flooding is particularly devastating but the whole phenomenon is not
an unusual occurrence.

According to the government’s estimates, 54 children, 42 women
and 67 men have lost their lives to the rains and floods since June.
Besides that, 15,377 houses have collapsed, 10,000 embankments
destroyed while a number of dams have been damaged and bridges
connecting different areas have caved in. Many individuals remained
stranded, with little hope to survive as consistent rains were expected
until August 10. There were also long-term consequences as over 0.2
million acres of agricultural land had come under water and the yields
were expected to run dry for an indefinite time in future.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif visited some of the heavily
affected areas of Balochistan and gave over Rs.one million each to the
families which had lost their member (s) to the flood, alongside other
disbursements for the affected. He further announced that to carry out
round-the-clock rescue, relief and rehabilitation operations. A number
of welfare organisations also took steps to support this initiative of
the government as well as to independently reach out to the victims
to rescue and provide them relief. The Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) for instance provided free services to the calamity-hit
areas and Pakistan’s time-tested friend, China also offered humanitarian
aid in the form of food packs, solar panels for electricity and living
equipment. These measures and efforts are quite appreciable but we
must realise the need of taking measures beforehand to preempt or
minimize the damage both men and material which comes through
the heavy rains and floods in the country.
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Littering in public places a constant
nuisance

Eating on the go has become a trend these days. Every now
and then, we see people behaving carelessly while eating
outside. Many of them throw trash on the roads. They care
about the cleanliness of their vehicles, but not about the
planet they live on.

It is an arduous task to collect this waste. It stays on
the roads for days and clogs the sewers. Hence, when it
rains, the roads get submerged in water which creates
trouble for citizens. A little carelessness and lack of civic
sense inundate many parts of the city and disrupt routine
activities.

People should keep the trash inside their cars and dispose
it of at the nearest trash bin. The automobile companies
should install small trash bins inside every car. The
educational institutions should also hold awareness
sessions on civic sense and being responsible citizens.
Sign boards with the messages ‘No littering’ can work as
effective reminders. Besides, we need stringent laws that
knock some sense into people and bound them to keep the
environment safe and clean.

Faheem-ur-Rehman, Islamabad

Delivery riders and reckless riding

The COVID pandemic has resulted in the mushroom growth
of e-commerce, and online purchases and deliveries have
seen a spike, especially in food delivery services, across
the country. In Karachi also, many online home delivery
businesses have expanded their operations to cater to the
growing market demands.

This growth has resulted in addition on the city’s roads of
hundreds of motorcycle riders carrying out home-delivery
services. Lately, some of these motorbike riders have
become moving traffic hazards as they ride at a dangerously
fast speed with utter disregard to the traffic rules in order
to speed up their deliveries.

They suddenly appear on the road out of nowhere and try
to jump traffic lights whenever they can. They are also
often seen riding on the wrong side of the road in order
to save time. I have recently witnessed many such riders
involved in traffic accidents due to their reckless riding.
The riders need to realise that they should not try to
expedite deliveries at the expense of endangering their
own as well as the lives of others. A proper training and
reward-and-consequence framework by their employers
for safe behaviour would be helpful in this regard.

Aamir Malik, Karachi

L.oadshedding hitting hard at small
businesses

The soaring power crisis in the country in this extreme

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

weather and suffocating conditions is making it difficult for
people to manage their everyday life. Loadshedding in the
locality where 1 live is being carried out every other hour,
and it is all but impossible to plan anything.

I have an ailing mother at home whose oxygen supply must
be ensured continuously. However, owing to the crippling
power crisis, [ have to keep the generator running as a backup
round-the-clock which is adding to the expenses.

As for the income from the businesses, it has come down by
more than 30 per cent. I run a small business of attachakki
(flour mill). With the loadshedding of 12 hours every day,
operational hours have been reduced, meaning my income
has been reduced substantially. Besides, employees in my
shop cannot be asked to work 24 hours, and for the eight
hours they spend at work, we do not have power for half that
time, which means productivity has come down drastically.
Adding to my misery is the ever-increasing power tariff,
which has further topped up with fuel price adjustments on a
monthly basis. Since [ am the lone breadwinner of the family,
things are fast moving where they would soon be beyond my
control; or in anybody’s control, for that matter.

The relevant authorities should address the long-hours
loadshedding issue on a priority basis as it is affecting the
physical, emotional and psychological wellbeing of the
people. The rise in fuel prices, electricity and gas tariffs also
need to be kept in control and subsidised so that the masses
have the capacity to run their households.

Numra Hassan Ansari, Lahore

Disadvantages of social media

The world has long turned into a global village with the
advent of modern means of transport and communication.
Distances have shrunk even further and the world now
resides in our pockets, thanks to widespread and easy
internet access and expanding social media platforms.
These digital avenues help us instantly connect with
anyone living anywhere in the world and provide a range of
options to keep us informed and engaged. Besides, we can
learn about the prevailing global trends and see where we
stand compared to the other nations. Having said that, we
should not turn a blind eye to the downsides and ill-effects
of excessive social media consumption.

Furthermore, social media has made us physically inactive
and, therefore, unhealthy as we tend to spend more and
more time on our screens than, say, in a park or a gym.
The excessive use of mobile phones has also shortened
our attention span, making focus, concentration and
memorisation uphill tasks.

Moreover, globalisation has severely damaged local
cultures and values, making it difficult for people to connect
with their own social values. Such adverse trends call for
urgent measures to put a check on. It is up to the parents
and the teachers to raise awareness among the children
about effective social media usage.

Asad Aziz, Khushab

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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Theyappealed to the governmentto immediately give directions
to the FFinance Ministry as well as the central bank to play their
due role to keep a check on the banking sector and stop the
exploitation of the trade and industry by charging exchange
rates unfairly

he business community, especially import-

ers of common use items like art papers,

art cards, printing ink, CTP plates, automo-

tive spare parts, and others have appealed
to the government to take immediate action as the
sharp fall of the rupee is unabated against the US
dollar mainly due to pressure of import payments
and the government inability to intervene.

Trader bodies also criticised Finance Ministry
and the SBP for not intervening in the foreign ex-
change market to control the flight of the dollar in
light of the commitment to the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF).

PIAF Chairman Faheem-urRehmanSaigol, in a
joint statement along with senior vice chairman Ha-
roonShafique Chaudhary and Vice Chairman Raja
AdeelAshfaq, pointed out that pressure on forex is
due to demand for payments against the import bill
from last month, which is worth $7.5 billion. Ac-
cording to reports, Pakistan has posted a current ac-
count deficit of $2,275 million for the month of June
2022, compared to a deficit of $1,637 million record-
ed during June 2021. A widening current account
deficit adds strain on the currency. Overall, the CAD
was $17.4 billion in FY22 compared to $2.8 billion
in FY21, depicting an increase of $14.6 billion in a
year. Meanwhile, the US Federal Reserve raised the
policy rate by 75 basic points (bps) in an effort to
cool the most intense breakout of inflation since the
1980s. Coming to the top of a 75-basis-point hike last
month and smaller moves in May and March, the
Fed has raised its policy rate by a total of 225 basis

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

points this year as it battled a 1980s-level breakout
of inflation with 1980s-style monetary policy. This
has added to the US dollar’s strength against major
currencies. They appealed to the government to im-
mediately give directions to the Finance Ministry as
well as the central bank to play their due role to keep
a check on the banking sector and stop exploitation
of the trade and industry by charging exchange rates
unfairly. They also lashed out at the government over
the sharp rupee depreciation against the US dollar,
fearing it will stoke up in-

ECONOMY | FLAREREPORT | |

rupee to avert further adverse consequences for econ-
omy. It is a good omen that even the Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Finance and Revenue expressed
concerns over the current economic situation of the
country, especially the unprecedented rise in the val-
ue of the dollar against the local currency.

The meeting of the committee, held with Sena-
tor SaleemMandviwalla in the chair, deliberated the
current economic condition of the country. Senators
raised their serious concerns over the sharp increase
in the value of the dollar against the rupee.

Senator Mohsin Aziz was of opinion that owing
to the record rise in the value of the dollar, phar-
maceutical companies were unable to provide basic
medicines to the public. State Minister for Finance,
Aisha Ghaus Pasha apprised the committee that in-
flation rate in United States is at a 28-year high and
the extraordinary rise in dollar is mainly because of
increase in US discount rate. She stated that in short
span of time major currencies around the globe have
depreciated against the dollar.

Committee chairman questioned: “How will the
dollar be stabilised?”” Aisha Ghaus Pasha informed
the chair that international factors were beyond their
control and as far as addressing the local factors,
they were aiming to increase remittances which cur-
rently stand at 3.12 billion USD (April 2022) and to
reduce the import-export deficit. Moreover, on the
issue of the IMF bailout, State Minister for Finance
commented that the staff level agreement had been
finalized and the current IMF bailout would be ma-
terialised by August 25 next.

However, on the speculations regarding the coun-
try heading towards default, Aisha Ghaus Pasha
categorically stated: “We are not anywhere near the
situation of Sri Lanka.”

Senator AnwarulHagKakar raised the matter of
discrimination the politicians are facing in opening
bank accounts. Senator SaleemMandviwalla com-
mented that six months ago the matter was raised
before the committee but no substantial answer has
been provided. He further added that the committee
is deliberating the idea of advertising in the newspa-
per that any politician facing difficulty in opening a
bank account can approach this forum with his/her
grievances. State Minister for Finance maintained
that any sort of discrimination against politicians
cannot be tolerated and the ministry will inform the
committee about the progress in the matter within
the next 15 days.

Senator Mohsin Aziz was of the view that in-
come tax collected from any industry or organisa-
tion through the headquarter in Karachi and operat-
ed throughout the country, should not be considered
a provincial matter in terms of taxation, revenue
and customs duties. Aisha Ghaus Pasha apprised
the committee that this problem is called the “head-
quarters problem” and FBR as a tax collector of the
country currently does not have any mechanism to
differentiate between these two.

Additionally, the issue of placing jaggery and re-
fined sugar in the same category in the customs list
was raised by Senator Fida Muhammad. Chairman
FBR, Asim Ahmad informed the committee that the
Ministry of Commerce determined the import and

flation and halt economic
growth by hurting all im-
portant sectors.

They said that the Fi-

ascertain factors that are
weakening the value of the
rupee and check possibili-
ties of undue speculations

eration of foreign exchange
markets with a view to help
stabilise the rupee and re-
store the confidence of the

export policy of the coun-

Senate Standing Committee on try and the matter did not
Finance and Revenue
nance Ministty should eXpressed concerns over the

come under the ambit of
FBR.

However, Aisha Ghaus
Pasha informed the com-

current economic situation of mittee that almost 50 per
the country, especially the
and malpractices in the op- UNprecedented rise in the value
of the dollar against the local
currency

cent of the budget recom-
mendations of the Stand-
ing Committee had been
accepted and implemented.

Senator =~ Muhammad
ShafiqTareen told the com-
mittee that the total strength

business community, he

said. PIAF Chairman asked the government to con-
sult with the stakeholders as the rise in the dollar’s
value would spoil trade and economic activities be-
sides impacting the financial wellbeing of the com-
mon man. He said that government should take im-
mediate measures to arrest further devaluation of the

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

of employees in the State
Bank of Pakistan was 1183 and among them, only
42 belonged to Balochistan which was less than
the allocated quota of 6 per cent. State Minister for
Finance apprised the committee that the allocat-
ed quota for Balochistan would be filled in future
recruitments. m
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hina highly ap-
preciated Prime
Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif for
pushing ahead completion
of China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
with a renewed ‘Pakistan
speed’ and acknowledged
his untiring efforts for ad-
vancing practical coopera-

tion between the two coun-
tries.
The China-Paki-

stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) has not only con-
tributed to the socio-eco-
nomic development of
Pakistan, but the flagship
project has also further
strengthened the strate-
gic partnership between
the two countries through
joint initiatives in diverse
sectors of the economy,
investment, joint venture,
agriculture, infrastruc-
ture development, energy,
defence production and,
above all, people-to-people
contacts.

“We highly appreciate
the Prime Minister’s state-
ments. He has done so
much for cooperation be-
tween the two countries,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chuny-
ing said during her regular
briefing while responding
to the questions from the
media men.

Shehbaz Sharif in a
recent meeting with the
Chinese Ambassador to
Pakistan, NongRong un-
derlined his commitment
to unlocking the full eco-
nomic and connectivity
potential of CPEC through
expeditious and high-qual-
ity development of CPEC
projects.

The spokesperson re-
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She said that after he took over, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had visited Gwadar port twice and hosted a seminar
participated by the Pakistani and Chinese companies and did
so much for practical cooperation between the two countries

ECONOMY | FLAREREPORT | |

China hails
PM Shehbaz
for expediting CPECG

completion

istan.

In this context, most
recently, the government
of Pakistan, China and
even Afghanistan thor-
oughly discussed differ-
ent ways and means for
further strengthening the
inflows of FDIs, joint
ventures, trade and com-
merce and greater region-
al connectivity. All parties
agreed to achieve these de-
sired goals through differ-
ent projects of the CPEC.

Pakistan-Afghani-
stan-Uzbekistan trans-re-
gional railway projects
would be a game and fate
changer for achieving the
long-awaited dreams of
greater regional connec-
tivityy. Thus amalgama-
tion of CPEC ML-I and
the trans-regional railway
project is a must.

The incumbent gov-
ernment has been striving
hard to complete the pend-
ing projects of the CPEC
at the earliest possible.

Hopefully, early com-
pletion of CPEC Phase-I
and initiation of CPEC
Phase-Il would further
strengthen the bilateral
trade between strategic
partners. It would foster
agricultural development
in the country. In another
development, the Shen-
yang Economic and Tech-
nological Development
Area (SEDA) of China
and the Special Tech-
nology Zones Authori-
ty (STZA) of Pakistan
signed a Letter of Intent
(Lol) to boost technology
cooperation.

Speaking at the virtual
ceremony, the Director of
the Management Com-
mittee of SEDA Zhao

marked that Prime Min-

ister Sharif highly valued Pakistan’s relations with
China, adding, “ Shehbaz Sharif has many times re-
affirmed that Pakistan will push ahead the building
of CPEC with new Pakistan speed.”

She said that after he took over, Prime Minister
Sharif had visited Gwadar port twice and hosted a
seminar that was participated by the Pakistani side
and Chinese companies and did so much for practi-
cal cooperation between the two countries.

“So with the guidance of the leaders of both
countries and with our concerted efforts, we are
seeing a huge progress being made on CPEC,” she
added. Hua Chunying said: “We are ready to further
implement the understandings between the leaders
of our two countries and building on what we have
achieved and current projects.”

She went on to say that the two countries would
further focus on industrial development, people’s
livelihoods, agriculture, science and technology, in-
formation technology etc. to make CPEC a demon-
strative project for a high-quality Belt and Road Ini-
tiative.

“This will go a long way for China-Pakistan re-
lations and the China-Pakistan community with
a shared future and also the well-being of the two
countries and the people around the region,” she
added. During the meeting held at PM House re-
cently, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif emphasized
the importance of key projects like Main Line One
(ML-1) and Karachi Circular Railway (KCR) in Pa-
kistan’s development plans and expressed the desire

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

to move towards finalization of these projects in the
upcoming 11th meeting of the CPEC Joint Coop-
eration Committee. Obviously, the CPEC will help
promote poverty alleviation efforts in Pakistan and
neighbouring countries and beget economic prosper-
ity through regional connectivity with advanced and
high-level infrastructure.

We highly appreciate the Prime
Minister’s statements. PM
Shehbaz Shaif has done so

much work for cooperation
between the two countries,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua
Chunying said

The priority of CPEC is to increase regional and
world trade and accelerate foreign direct investments
into Asia from around the world.

It is also evident that CPEC will also help Paki-
stan achieve the SDGs; the goals of the UN Agen-
da as they are directly and indirectly linked with the
flagship project.

CPEC is an effective instrument for greater re-
gional connectivity which may connect South Asia
to Central Asia through Middle Corridor, Afghan-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Yongsheng pledged his
organization’s resolve to cooperate with STZA in ar-
eas of innovation, entrepreneurship, human capital
development and digital economy through the inte-
gration of science, technology and economy, China
Economic Net (CEN) reported.

Speaking on the occasion, Chairman of STZA,
Amer Hashmi stated that Pakistan’s technology sec-
tor due to its rapid growth offers globally competitive
opportunities for Chinese partners and investors.

He highlighted that Pakistan has a unique demo-
graphic advantage, as almost 64% of its population
consisted of youth and sees great potential in work-
ing with SEDA through STZA’s dedicated China
Desk to streamline cooperation with the Chinese
technology sector. Pakistani Ambassador to China
MoinulHaque highlighted longstanding ties between
the two countries and appreciated efforts by the
Chairman of STZA and his team towards fostering
a knowledge economy in Pakistan.

He expressed the commitment of the Embassy
of Pakistan in China to facilitate ongoing engage-
ments between STZA and the technology ecosystem
in China and called the LOI a step forward towards
strengthening linkages and relationships between the
two countries.

He also stated that both sides will increase their
cooperation under a Joint Working Group, to prac-
tically implement the shared vision of creating a
world-class technology ecosystem in Pakistan, cre-
ating jobs, and empowering the youth through tech-
nology-led economic transformation. m
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he government has lifted the import re-
strictions on non-essential and luxury
goods at the behest of the US Ambassador
to Pakistan, Donald Blome after meeting

the Commerce Minister Syed NaveedQamar. The

Ambassador expressed concern regarding diffi-

culties being faced by businesses between the two

countries due to the import ban on luxury items re-
cently implemented by the government of Pakistan.

It is observed that the trader bodies and busi-
ness people had requested the government to lift the
ban on imports to protect them from huge financial
losses as well as avoid the closure of this import-
ant SME sector, which is the largest source for pro-
viding employment to many poor people. But the
government did not bother and said the ban was
temporary to control the surge of the dollar value
but when the US government intervened, it lifted
the ban immediately. The goes that right is might.

Minister for Commerce congratulated the US
ambassador on assuming charge of his office in
Pakistan and underscored the importance of the
decades-long relationship between Pakistan and
America. The role played by Pakistan in averting a
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, and the efforts
made to ensure stability in the region were also
highlighted.

Mr Donald appreciated the significant growth
seen in exports from Pakistan to the US and ex-
pressed the hope for a deeper and wider bilateral
relationship in the fields of trade and investment,
digital services, science and technology, education,
energy, and climate.

The recently held Pakistan-US Trade and Invest-
ment Framework Agreement (TIFA) Intersessional
Meeting was hailed by both sides as an important
development in paving the way for future engage-
ments. Secretary Commerce said that subsequent to
the TIFA Intersessional, technical-level discussions
were held by the Ministry of Commerce on various
market access issues between both countries.

Minister for Commerce also requested the early
revival of the US GSP Scheme which would fur-
ther provide market access to Pakistani exporters to
America.

Regional connectivity also came under discus-
sion as the Secretary of Commerce highlighted
the steps taken by Pakistan to further connectivity
within the region, especially with the Central Asian
Republics (CARs), most recently with the signing
of the Transit Trade Agreement between Pakistan
and Uzbekistan.

Both sides pledged to further strengthen the mu-
tual relationship and work together for peace and
stability in the region.

In order to curtail the rising current account
deficit, a ban on the import of about 33 classes/
categories of goods was imposed with the approval
of the cabinet.

“Due to the decision, the overall imports of the
banned items have shrunk by over 69% — from
$399.4 million to $123.9 million,” a statement by
the Ministry of Commerce read, mentioning that
the ban has, however, impacted supply chains and
the domestic retail industry.

The government imposed a ban on the imports
of more than three dozen non-essential and luxury
items on May 19 as part of an emergency economic
plan to stabilise the depleting foreign exchange re-
serves and rising import bills.

It’s pertinent to note that now all held-up con-
signments (except items that still remain in the
banned category) which arrived at the ports after
July 1, 2022, maybe cleared subject to payment of
a 25% surcharge.

The Ministry of Commerce on the said date
had banned imports of items such as aerated wa-
ter and juices, Auto Completely Built Units (CBU),
sanitary and Bathroom Waves, Carpets excluding
Afghanistan, Chandeliers and Lighting Devices
or Equipment, Chocolates, Cigarettes, Cosmetics
and Shaving Items, Tissue Papers, Crockery, Dec-
oration/Ornamental Articles, Dog and Cat Food,
Doors and Window Frames, Fish, Footwear, Fruits
and Dry Fruits, Furniture, Home Appliances CBU,
Ice Cream, Jams, Jellies and Preserved Fruits,
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Govt allows import
of luxury items on

US demand

Mr Donald appreciated the significant growth seen in exports
from Pakistan to the US and expressed the hope for a deeper
and wider bilateral relationship in the fields of trade and
investment, digital services, science and technology, education,
energy, and climate

Luxury Leather, Jackets and Apparels, Mattress
and Sleeping Bags, Frozen or Processed Meat,
Mobile Phones CBU, Musical Instruments, Pasta,
Etc, Arms and Ammunition, Shampoos, Tomato
Ketchup and Sauces, Sunglasses, Travelling Bags
and Suitcases.

However, it is worth mentioning that while the
imports have shrunk, the current account deficit
widened to $2.3 billion in June. Moreover, the for-

The trader bodies and business
people had requested the
government to lift the ban on
the import to protect them from
huge financial losses as well as
avoid closure of this important
SME sector

eign exchange reserves continued to deplete and fell
below $9 billion as of July 22, while the Pakistani
rupee is at an all-time low of 239.92 against the US
dollar.

In order to roll over the business and manufac-
turing wheel in the country, the businesses com-
munity demands the withdrawal of a 17 per cent
Sales Tax imposed in the budget on cattle feeds
made from agricultural waste PCT Code 2308.0000
Pulses Husk Waste for cattle feed & PCT 2306.9000
Palm Kernel Cake/ Expeller as it was only used to

[ TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

feed the milking heads.

It says, in order to enhance the exports, it is im-
perative to revive SRO. 1125 in its true spirit and re-
introduce the system of no payment and no refund
of Sales Tax for the five export-oriented sectors.

A 20 per cent regulatory duty was imposed
on Soda Ash which needed to be withdrawn as it
was the basic raw material for the value-added ex-
port-oriented industry.

The rate of duty on the Import of Flavors was
reduced to 3 per cent from 11 per cent for snack
manufacturers which needed to be brought to the
previous level of 11 per cent.

Although the withdrawal of Sales Tax on Solar
Panels was very graciously announced by the Prime
Minister but the other components required for op-
erationalizing solar panels were still loaded with
Sales Tax which was identified as an anomaly that
needs to be removed.

Indenting Commission is an important source
of earning foreign exchange so it may essentially
be treated as export proceeds and at par with other
export proceeds.

Under Clause 5 (29) B of the Finance Bill, Plas-
tics, Edible Oil, Packaging Material and Paper have
been excluded from FTR which is discriminatory.
Hence, FTR may be extended to these items as well.

The entire jewellery retailers have been added to
Tier-1 retailers which needed to be reviewed and the
jewellery sector should be allowed under the Final
Tax Regime. Since Sales Tax exemption is allowed
on bread to all others, the same should be extended
to bread and rusk when sold by Tier — 1 retailers. m
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n the fiscal year 2021-

22, Pakistan earned

$2,380.852 million

by providing differ-
ent information technolo-
gy (IT) services to various
countries which, as per
the report by the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
was 25.45 per cent more
compared to $1,897.820
million earned through
provision of services
during the corresponding
period of the fiscal year
2020-21.

During July-May
(2021-22), the export of
computer services grew
by 27.76 per cent which
surged from $1,495.670
million last fiscal year to
$1,910.922 million this
year. Among the comput-
er services, the exports
of software consultancy
services witnessed an in-
crease of 43.42 per cent
from $498.917 million to
$715.539 million while the
exports of hardware con-
sultancy services also rose
by 363.64 per cent—from
$0.528 million to $2.448
million.

The export and im-
port of computer soft-
ware-related services also
rose by 37.72 per cent—
from $369.826 million to
$509.320 million-where-
as the exports of repair
and maintenance services
surged to $1.435 million
from $0.502 million.

In addition, the exports

Pakistan I'l’ earnings
substantially increased

The export and import of computer software-related
services also rose by 37.72 per cent-from $369.826 million
to $509.320 million-whereas the exports of repair and
maintenance services surged to $1.435 million from

$0.502 million

INSIGHT | FLARE REPORT [ ]

motivated to identify the
| problems in their respec-
tive fields and put in run a
mill to solve them by fully
exploiting their IT poten-
tial.

He underpinned the
universities’ need not only

~ oy to impart education but

'i-l-'rﬂ also to inculcate skills to

enable the youth to learn
the latest techniques, be
well-groomed, and have
the best entrepreneurial
and communication skills,
which would enable them
= readily employable.

Highlighting the im-
portance of making prog-
ress on the IT frontiers for
the country’s prosperity,
he said there is a need for
an uninterrupted execu-
tion of plans and policies.
He stated that no country
can make progress unless
it witnesses political sta-
bility and continuity of
policies.

He stressed the need
for frequently organiz-
ing such sessions and
bringing together the
academia, industry and
IT professionals to keep
abreast with the latest
trends and developments
in the sector and prepare
the country’s youth for a
digital revolution. Acting
Chairperson/Executive
Director HEC Dr. Shais-
taSohail maintained that
HEC was cognizant of
the ever-changing needs
of IT and Computing

of other computer services
increased by 8.99 per cent,
going up from $625.897 million to $625.897 million.
Meanwhile, the export of information technology
services during the period under review increased by
42.36 per cent, from $3.470 million to $4.940 mil-
lion. Among the information services, the exports
of news agency services increased by 72.02 per cent,
from $1.880 million to $3.234 million whereas the
exports of other information services increased by
7.30 per cent, from $1.590 million to $1.706 million.
The export of telecommunication services also wit-
nessed an increase of 16.63 per cent as they went up
from $398.680 million to $464.990 million during
the year under review, the data revealed. Among
the telecommunication services, the export of call
centre services increased by 44.30 per cent during
the period as its exports increased from $136.603
million to $197.118 million, whereas the export of
other telecommunication services also increased by
2.21 per cent, from $262.077 million to $267.872
million during the period under review, the PBS data
revealed. On the other hand, Minister for Planning,
Development and Special Initiatives, Ahsan Igbal
called upon the IT experts from academia, industry
and government organizations to jointly work for
the holistic development of Pakistan’s IT sector.

The Minister was addressing a roundtable on
‘Building Human Capital for Digital Revolution’
organized by the Higher Education Commission
(HEQC), Pakistan in collaboration with the Ministry
of Planning, Development and Special Initiatives,
Industry, and academic diasporas. The brainstorm-
ing session was primarily aimed to garner views of
IT experts from academia and industry to align the
IT and Computer Science curricula with the indus-
trial needs and come up with a pathway for growth
of the country’s IT sector.

The main thrust of this roundtable was to build
human capital for the digital revolution in Pakistan

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

by bridging the gap between the industrial needs and
the curriculum taught, which ultimately enhanced
the employability of IT graduates, besides helping
boost the I'T exports and reduce critical software and
systems import bill. It was attended by a large num-
ber of IT professionals, including faculty members
and Project Directors of National Centers of Excel-
lence, as well as heads and representatives of local
and international IT companies. The speakers made
suggestions on how to ensure industry-readiness of
the university graduates, build IT and CS faculty ca-
pacity to abreast with the latest developments and
knowledge, strengthen academia-industry linkages,
make HEC and National Computing Education
and Accreditation Council’s regulations more ef-
fective, and promote applied research. Speaking on
the occasion, Ahsan Igbal announced constituting

Minister for Planning,
Development and Special
Initiatives, Ahsan Igbal called
upon the I'T experts from
academia, industry and govern-
ment organizations to jointly
work for the holistic develop-
ment of Pakistan’s I'T sector.

a joint academia-industry working group to define
a future of action, assign responsibilities, and set
time frames for various tasks and projects of IT sec-
tor all-inclusive development.

“We need to ensure that our digital workforce
should be a problem solver,” he urged. He also
emphasized that the Pakistani youth needed to be

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Sciences education. She
stressed the need for
keeping a watchful eye on the ever-changing mar-
ket dynamics and improving the entire ecosystem
around the IT/CS sector. She held out assurance
to the roundtable participants that HEC will always
standby and support the IT experts from academia
and industry in their efforts to align the curricula
of Computing Sciences and related fields with their
and the domestic and global market requirements.

CEOs, heads, and representative of major IT
enterprises expressed their views on the gaps, chal-
lenges, and opportunities in the IT/CS sector in
Pakistan. The participants were informed that the
Computing Sciences curricula were in line with
the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM)
standards and HEC with the Ministry of IT had
started negotiation on NCEAC Act to enable Pa-
kistan to sign Seoul Accord on Computing Educa-
tion.

They were apprised that the Pakistani Higher
Education Institutions were producing 50,000 IT
graduates every year. The participants stressed the
need for making the Final Year Projects (FYPs) of
Computing Sciences students productive by linking
them with the real-world industry problem instead
of picking up theoretical and hypothetical ideas.

Additional Secretary Ministry of IT Ayesha
Humaira, CEO Pakistan Software Export Board
Mzr. Usman Nasir, CEO Ignite Mr. Asim S Hus-
sain, CEO Naya Tel Mr. WahajusSiraj, Secretary
General P@SHA HiraZainab, CEO Epic Games
Fahim Mehta, Chancellor CASE Dr. Shoab
Ahmed, Rector Virtual University Dr. Arshad Sal-
eem Bhatti, Chief Commercial Officer Pakistan
Special Economic Zones Authority Javed Igbal, Di-
rector (Ecosystem Development) Huawei Pakistan
Mzr. Li Wenbo, and other notable figures from the
academia and IT industry expressed their views on
the occasion. m
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Petroleum imports
@ surge 105% to cost
o $23 3billion in FY2022

L

In the beginning, Pakistan used available resources like natural
gas and dams for the generation of hydropower. But after that
when the demand for energy increased Pakistan started to
import oil to run the industries and overcome the energy crises
in the country, but still energy deficiency has not been met

he imports of the overall petroleum group
witnessed an increase of 105.31percent
during the fiscal year 2021-22 as com-
pared to the last financial year.

During the period under review, the total im-
ports of the petroleum group stood at $23,318.722
million, as against the imports of $ 11,357.853 mil-
lion last year, according to the latest data issued by
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

Among petroleum commodities, the import of
petroleum products rose by 133.90percent, from
$5,160.138 million last year to $12,069.436 million
during the period under review.

The imports of petroleum crud also increased
by 80.18percent, from $3,107.314 million last year
to $5,598.674 million during FY 2021-22, where-
as the imports of liquefied natural gas (NLG)
surged by 90.65percent; from $2,617.127 million
to $4,989.650 million.

Similarly, the import of liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) grew by 39.70percent; from $472,931 mil-
lion to $660,682 million.

However, the imports of all other petroleum
group commodities decreased by 18.09 percent,
from $0. 343 million to $0. 281 million, the data
revealed.

Meanwhile, on a year-on-year basis, the pe-
troleum group imports witnessed an increase
146.61per cent during the month of June 2022 as
compared to the same month last year.

The petroleum imports during June 2022 were
recorded at $3,639.248 million against the imports
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of $1,475.680 million during June 2021.

On a month-on-month basis, petroleum im-
ports also increased by 37.54percent during June
2022 when compared to the imports of $2,645.899
million in May 2022, the data revealed.

It is pertinent to mention here that the ex-
ports of Pakistan products witnessed an increase
of 25.51percent during the fiscal year 2021-22 as
compared to the corresponding period of last year.

According to PBS data, the exports from the
country were recorded at $31.760 billion during
July-June (2021-22) against the exports of $25.304
billion during July-June (2020-21), showing a
growth of 25.51percent.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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The imports during the year under review also
went up by 41.93percent growing from $56.380 bil-
lion last year to $80.019 billion in July-June (2021-
22).

Based on the data, the trade deficit during the
period under review was recorded at $48.259 bil-
lion, showing an increase of 55.29percent over the
deficit of $31.076 billion recorded during last year,
the PBS data revealed.

Meanwhile, Minister of State for Petroleum
DrMusadik Malik said the import of petroleum
products was witnessing a gradual decline due to
effective policies and management of the incum-
bent coalition government, under the wise leader-
ship of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

“This June, the country imported almost 9
per cent lesser petroleum products with effective
management as compared to the same month of
the last year,” the Minister said while addressing
a news conference along with Minister for Power
KhurramDastgir Khan.

In June 2021, he said around 778,000 Metric
Ton (MT) of petrol was sold in the country which
came down to 704,000 MT in June 2022, showing
a decrease of nine per cent.

Similarly, there was an 8-9percent decline in the
sale of diesel oil used in heavy vehicles and agricul-
ture machinery. “This has significantly reduced the
country’s energy imports,” he added.

Besides, he said there was an almost a 30per-
cent projected reduction in consumption of petrol
if a comparison was drawn between July 2021 and
July 2022.

“In July last, almost 818,000 Metric Ton petrol
was consumed, and the consumption projection
for the current month (July) is 580,000 MT.”

Likewise, he said around 730,000 MT of diesel
was consumed in July 2021, which was expected to
be consumed by approximately 500,000 MT in the
current month.

He expressed confidence that the fuel import
would further decline in the coming days as the
Petroleum Division was closely monitoring the sit-
uation on a daily basis.

Musadik Malik stressed the need for ‘serious in-
terventions’ to create balance in the country’s im-
ports and exports to prevent further devaluation of
the rupee against the dollar and ensured economic
stability in the near future.

He said the positive development was that the
country’s strategic reserves were at the record high-
est level despite the reduction in the import of pe-
troleum products.

Sharing details, the Minister said current 34-
day petrol and 66-day diesel stocks were available
to meet the country’s energy needs. “We are cre-
ating a balance between import and maintaining
reserves,” he added.

Among petroleum commodi-
ties, the import of petroleum
products rose by 133.90percent;
from $5,160.138 million last year

to $12,069.436 million during
the period under review

In the beginning, Pakistan used the available re-
sources like natural gas and dams for the generation
of hydropower. But after that when the demand for
energy increased Pakistan started to import oil to
run the industries and overcome the energy crises
in the country, but still energy deficiency has not
been met. So Pakistan has to move to alternative
sources of energy to minimize dependence on the
imported oil, LPG. The economy of the 60percent
of the total population of Pakistan is linked to agri-
culture as about 62 per cent of the total population
is living in the rural areas. The rural population de-
pends on the use of biomass for cooking, heating
etc. Wood and animal waste are the other two ma-
jor sources of biomass to meet the need for energy
in the villages of Pakistan. m
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fter Moody’s downgraded Pakistan, US-
based credit rating Fitch Ratings too re-
vised Pakistan’s financial outlook from
stable to negative, stressing this reflect-

ed the “significant” deterioration in the country’s

external liquidity position and financing situations

since early 2022.

As per a statement, Fitch said that it believed
the IMF Executive Board would approve the new
staff-level agreement to revive a suspended bailout
programme, but warned it saw “considerable risks”
to its implementation in a tough economic and po-
litical climate. “Renewed political volatility cannot
be excluded and could undermine the authorities’
fiscal and external adjustment, as happened in ear-
ly 2022 and 2018, particularly in the current envi-
ronment of slowing growth and high inflation,” it
said, adding that ongoing protests by ousted prime
minister Imran Khan as well as weak coalition gov-
ernment risked policy slippage after the conclusion
of the IMF programme next year.

The rating agency also referred to the pressure
on Pakistan’s reserves, noting that limited exter-
nal funding and large current account deficits have
drained them, even as the State Bank of Pakistan
used reserves to slow currency depreciation. “Lig-
uid net FX reserves at the SBP declined to about

$10 billion or just over one month of current exter-
nal payments by June 2022, down from about $16
billion a year earlier,” it said, adding that it had esti-
mated the current account deficit hitting $17 billion
in the last fiscal year due to soaring global oil prices
and a rise in non-oil imports boosted by private con-
sumption. “Fiscal tightening, higher interest rates,
measures to limit energy consumption and imports
underpin our forecast of a narrowing CAD to $10
billion (2.6% of GDP) in FY23,” it added.

Fitch specifically cited Pakistan’s funding needs
as a cause for the downgrade, noting that public
debt maturities in FY23 are about $21 billion. “Ma-
turities of about $9 billion are to bilateral creditors
(chiefly Saudi Arabia and China), which should be
fairly easy to roll over with an IMF programme in
place. Much of the $5 billion in debt to commercial
banks are also to China. The staff-level agreement
will potentially unlock $4 billion in IMF disburse-
ments to Pakistan in FY23, assuming board ap-
proval of a $1 billion augmentation and extension
to June 2023,” it added.

“Pakistan’s ‘B-‘ rating reflects recurring external
vulnerability, a narrow fiscal revenue base and low
governance indicator scores compared with the ‘B’
median,” it said, noting that external funding con-
ditions and liquidity would likely improve with the
new staff-level agreement. However, it warned, di-
minished FX reserves and high funding needs now
leave less room for error and Pakistan’s access to
market finance could remain constrained.

Blaming the fuel and electricity subsidies an-
nounced by former premier Imran Khan for fiscal
deterioration, Fitch said it estimated the fiscal defi-
cit had widened to 7.5% of GDP in FY22, from
6.1% in FY21. “We expect a narrowing of the defi-
cit to 5.6% of GDP in FY23, driven by spending
restraint as well as by expanded taxation, including
higher corporate and personal income taxes and
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Fitch too downgrades
Pakistan’s financial
outlook to negative

The rating agency also referred to the pressure on Pakistan’s
reserves, noting that limited external funding and large current
account deficit have drained them, even as the State Bank of
Pakistan used reserves to slow currency depreciation

increases in the petroleum levy,” it said, adding it
also expected debt to decline to 66 per cent in FY23
and remain on a downward trend, helped by high
inflation and a modest primary deficit.

Regarding inflation, the rating agency noted
consumer price inflation averaged 12.2% in FY22
but accelerated to 21.3% year-on-year in June on
hikes to petrol and electricity prices. “The SBP fore-
cast inflation of 18%-20% in FY23, as it raised its

US-based credit rating agency
downgrades outlook but retains
long-term foreign-currency

issuer default rating at B

policy rate by 125bp to 15% at its most recent ac-
tion on July 7. SBP’s latest action took cumulative
rate hikes to 800bp in this latest tightening cycle,”
it said, adding that it forecast average inflation of
19% in FY23 and 8% in FY24 but expected broad-
based inflation and mean inflation to skew to the
upside.

“Preliminary estimates show real GDP growth
of 6 per cent for FY22, up from 5.7% in FY21,
mostly driven by private consumption, as in FY21,
while net exports continued to weigh on growth,”
it said, saying this largely reflected a loosening of
fiscal policy in FY22, as well as a fairly loose mon-
etary policy despite significant tightening through-

[ TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

out the year. “The SBP estimates that the econo-
my was operating above potential in FY22, and
we forecast slower growth of 3.5% in FY23 amid
fiscal and monetary tightening, high imported in-
flation, and a weaker external demand outlook, all
of which will also hit household and business con-
fidence,” it added.

The S&P Global also indicated that if Pakistan’s
external position stabilises and improves from pres-
ent levels, the outlook may be revised to stable. A
sustained increase in usable foreign exchange re-
serves could be evidence of progress.

Higher commodity prices, tighter global finan-
cial conditions, and the depreciating rupee led to
the downgrading in the outlook of the country to
negative. Pakistan’s government has significant for-
eign debts and liquidity demands, as well as a large
general government fiscal deficit and debt stock.
Although the impact of these more challenging
macroeconomic conditions has been offset to some
extent by various government reform initiatives un-
dertaken in recent years, still the likelihood of fur-
ther deterioration in key indices, notably external
liquidity is on the rise.

According to the report, Pakistan’s economy
is still recovering from a slowdown caused by the
pandemic. Domestic demand is recovering, but it is
now confronted with a new obstacle in the shape of
escalating inflation, particularly for staple products.
Prevailing pricing trends, such as higher prices for
edible oils, fuel, electricity, and cereals, are expected
to slow the rate of private consumption growth in
the current fiscal year, which ends in June 2023. m
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he federal cabinet has approved the en-
forcement of power tariff rebasing in three
phases, starting from July 2022. With the
August bills, the power consumers will see
the painful impact of partial rebasing of the tariff.

The federal government has announced the re-
basing of power tariff, from the existing Rs16.91 to
Rs24.82 in the ongoing financial year which will
add to the financial burden on the consumers up to
Rs1043 billion.

The consumers will pay about Rs893 billion ex-
tra money as the power tariff just because of the in-
crease in the basic power tariff while another Rs150
billion will be collected in the shape of taxes.

The federal cabinet has approved the enforce-
ment of power tariff rebasing in three phases, start-
ing from July 2022. With the August bills, the power
consumers will see the painful impact of partial re-
basing of the tariff.

The federal government has announced Rs. 3.50
per unit hike with effect from July 26 to generate
revenue from the consumers to the tune of Rs893
billion during the current fiscal year and to meet
the condition of the Inrternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) to secure a bailout from the donor agency.
Imagine that the government just to secure a $1.17
billion tranche from the IMF, has thrown Rs. 1043
billion (almost $4.5 billion) power tariff bomb on
consumers for the fiscal year 2022-23.

Addressing a news conference Minister for Pow-
er KhurramDastgir Khan said ‘tariff rebasing’ was
approved by the federal cabinet under which the sec-
ond phase of Rs3.50 per unit will become effective
next month and with a one-month gap in Septem-
ber, the remaining 91 paisas per unit increase would
come into force in October. Minister of State for Pe-
troleum Musadik Malik also accompanied Dastgir
Khan.

The dejected and disappointed
public and traders staged pro-
test demonstrations at different
points in the metropolis against
another hike in electricity tariff

He said the tariff rebasing involving Rs7.91 per
unit should have come into force in February as the
previous rebasing was implemented in February
2021 but the previous government delayed it for po-
litical reasons. With this increase of Rs7.91 per unit,
the base national average electricity tariff would go
up from Rs16.91 per unit to Rs24.82 with the finan-
cial impact of Rs893bn in FY2022-23, besides over
Rs150bn in additional sales tax, a media report re-
vealed.

Mr Dastgir said the power tariff would start de-
creasing in November-December once the rebasing
process was complete and the results of the steps be-
ing taken by the current government start yielding
results. Meanwhile, the dejected and disappointed
public and traders staged protest demonstrations at
different points in the metropolis against another
hike in electricity tariff.

They took to the streets against the high increase
in electricity tariffs and heavy taxation on electricity
bills. They shouted slogans against the power utility
company and the government. A trader, Muham-
mad Khurram said merely a 50-unit electricity bill
has surpassed Rs4,000. The highest rate of inflation
has already compromised purchasing power of the
citizens which is hurting trading activity across the
country.

“In the current, circumstances another increase
in electricity tariffs would push many businesses
out of the market. The government should pay little
attention to common man woes who was already
bearing brunt of unmindful economic decisions of
the government,” he added.

Zeeshan Sheikh, a shopkeeper, highlighted that
electricity tariffs are already reached the ever highest
level. The business and trade community in Paki-
stan is not in a position to pay their bills.

Any increase in electricity tariffs or taxation
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The federal government has announced Rs. 3.50 per unit
hike with effect from July 26 to generate revenue from the
consumers to the tune of Rs893 billion during the current fiscal
year and to meet the condition of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) to secure a bailout from the donor agency. Imagine
that the government just to secure a $1.17 billion tranche from

the IMF, has thrown Rs. 1043billion (almost $4.5 billion) power

tariff bomb on consumers

would force many businesses to close down.

“We are paying thousands of rupees every
month but still not getting uninterrupted electricity
supply. The power utility company has been doing
announced and unannounced load shedding in the
city which has already caused heavy losses to busi-
ness and trade community,” he said.

Employees of the Water and Power Develop-
ment Authority (Wapda) also took to the street in
major cities against the government’s plan to in-
crease electricity tariffs which they said, was “at
the behest of the International Monetary Fund and
‘World Bank and at the cost of the poor of Pakistan.”

Under the banner of the Pakistan Wapda Hy-
dro-Electric Central Labour Union, they staged
rallies in Lahore, Quetta, Hyderabad, Larkana,
Sukkur, Multan, Rahim Yar Khan, Sahiwal, Gu-
jranwala, Rawalpindi, Swat, Abbottabad, Peshawar
and others to reject privatisation of profitable power
distribution companies such as Lahore Electric Sup-
ply Company, Faisalabad Electric Supply Company
and Thermal Power Station, GENCO-III, Muzaf-
fargarh.

In Lahore, the protesters marched from Labour
Hall on Nisbat Road to The Mall to stage a sit-in
outside the Wapda House.

Led by the union’s Secretary General Khurshid
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Ahmad and other senior members, the protesters
were joined by representatives of trade unions of
Pakistan Railways, PTCL, PWD, and textile, bank-
ing, engineering, chemical, irrigation and transport
sectors.

Amid slogans at the sit-in, Khurshid Ahmad
urged the government to review its privatisation pol-
icy and hold dialogue with the representative unions
concerned otherwise workers would be compelled
to “take over” the units. He said the government
should focus on the construction of new hydel and
thermal power projects. The provision of cheap
electricity to consumers in general and industry, in
particular, was the need of the hour, he said and
added that long power outages had resulted in the
closure of several industrial units and rendered hun-
dreds of thousands of workers jobless. On the other
hand, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
has asked the government for holding a debate on
the matter in the National Assembly and the Senate.

After the privatisation of electricity companies
in Multan and Rawalpindi proved to be a failure,
these entities were again handed over to Wapda.
Similarly, the privatisation of Karachi Electric Sup-
ply Corporation had proved a failure despite the
fact the government provided huge subsidies and a
cheaper supply of electricity through Wapda. m

JULY 15 - AUGUST 15, 2022



- '||‘- S o

ROYAL SWISS

LAHORE

Enjoy our mouth watering

Duffet $MW¢

with Special PROMOTIONAL RATES starting from

10"August,2022

(For limited time anly)

T -—t\-.--.‘i_,l'-l—

BL[%I\]:‘E‘? |
LUNCH

'II ﬂlﬁlm 3 WFIT'I

Bwaffm

e

B3 0am - 10:30mm

s RER o Y

’ .HW‘E&I‘-&
" y
'!._':
L

ROYAL SWISS

Jo®
iiispii‘“&tions

Book your Pool
Gathering @
enjoy our
Food
Specialities!

e | e | Sty RRINEO 4 2] 1T OCCES 29




Fres download: fiare.ph EVENT | FLARE REPORT [ ]

Inovi lelecom receives
the Brand of the Year

LLLSNDNY WOHS STINNYHI AL 3UHNOAYY HNOA NO 104NN NOLLDY 3HL 335
SAHNE HNO MOM TTIM DNOS H3dNS HOIHM

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | JULY 15 - AUGUST 15, 2022




EVENT | FLARE REPORT B | rrec cowntoad: nare g

PTCL Group posts
2.7% revenue growth
in the half year 2022
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Growth in revenue is mainly driven by strong performance in
the consumer segment led by fixed broadband, mobile data,
and business solutions, along with microfinance services that
supported the Group in achieving 5.7% growth in revenue over
the comparative period despite the challenges of increase in
Advance Income Tax (AIT) andreductionin Mobile Termination

Rates (MTR)

akistan Telecommunication Company

Limited (PTCL has announced its financial

results for the quarter ended June 30, 2022,

at its Board of Directors’ meeting held in
Islamabad recently.

During the first six months of 2022, PTCL
Group successfully managed to keep the topline
growth momentum, which further strengthened its
market standing as an integrated telecom services
provider in Pakistan. Growth in revenue is main-
ly driven by strong performance in the consumer
segment led by fixed broadband, mobile data, and
business solutions, along with microfinance services
that supported the Group in achieving 5.7% growth
in revenue over the comparative period despite the
challenges of increase in Advance Income Tax (AIT)
and reduction in Mobile Termination Rates (MTR).

PTCL Group highlights

«  PTCL Group’s revenue of Rs 71.7billion in
2022 is 5.7% higher as compared to the same period
of last year.

*  The Group’s profitability remained under
pressure due to significant hike in power and fuel
tariffs, devaluation of the Pak Rupee against USD,
higher interest rates, and other factors like upfront
costs associated with the acquisition of 4G spectrum
and related network rollout.The Group has posted a
net loss of Rs 3.1 billion.

e PTCL continued its growth momentum by
posting 4.7% YoY revenue growth.

e« PTML’s (Ufone) revenue grew by 3.5% as
compared to the same period of last year.

e U Bank has achieved a 25.0% growth in its
revenue over the same period of last year.

PTCL highlights
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*  PTCL’s revenue of Rs40.0billion for the
period is4.7% higher than 2021, mainly driven by
growth in broadband and business solutions seg-
ments.

*  The company has posted an operating prof-
it of Rs 1.9 billion. Operating profit for the period re-
mained under pressure compared to last year mainly
due to increase in operating costs on account of sig-
nificant hike in power and fuel tariffs.

PTCL Group successfully
managed to keep the topline
growth momentum, which
further strengthened its market
standing as an integrated
telecom services provider in
Pakistan

*  Net Profit of Rs5.2billion for the perio-
dis38.8% higher as compared to the same period of
last year. Increase in non-operating income, due to
translation gain on the Company’s forex denomi-
nated assets, dividend income from a subsidiary and
gain on disposal of obsolete assets due to upgrade
and fiberization of network, has helped turn the
32.6% decrease at operating profit level to a 38.8%
increase at the net profit level.

PTCL consumer business: Consistent growth

During the half year, the company’s fixed broad-
band business grew by 10.7% YoY, whereas IPTV
segment also showed 8.6% growth YoY. Within the
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broadband business, Flash Fiber, the company’s pre-
mium FTTH service, showed significant growth of
91.7%.Voice revenue stream has seen a decline due
to lower voice traffic and continued conversion of
customers to OTT services.

PTCL has achieved consistent performance and
enhanced customer experience on the back of the
company’s seamless fixed broadband, including the
fastest internet service in Pakistan through the Flash
Fiber brand. PTCL has expanded its FTTH services
in 28 cities, and the subscriber base has doubled on a
YoY basis as the company continued to tap into the
demand for growing internet and data services.

PTCL business solutions: Steady performance

While continuing momentum with overall YoY
revenue growth of 5.1%, the business solutions seg-
ment sustained its market leadership in IP band-
width, cloud, data center, and other ICT services.
PTCL’s corporate business grew by 15.0% as com-
pared to last year. Within the wholesale business seg-
ment, carrier revenue grew by 9.6% but the overall
wholesale segment revenue has declined as a result
of closure of certain international IP leased cir-
cuits. International revenue, helped by the favorable
impact of currency devaluation, has increased by
14.0% over last year.

PTML - Ufone Highlights:

* Post spectrum acquisition, Ufone has
achieved growth in 4G subscriber base and data ser-
vices leading to a 3.5% YoY growth in topline de-
spite the challenges of increase in Advance Income
Tax (AIT) and reduction in Mobile Termination
Rates (MTR).

*  Ufone continued to expand its network
footprint across the country and has significantly
modernized its network to 4G since spectrum acqui-
sition.

*  The company has one ofthe fastest growing
4G subscriber base in the country.

*  External factors like the devaluation of Pak
Rupee, rising interest rates and hike in power / fuel
tariffs have adversely impacted the company’s bot-
tom-line.

» VIS Credit Rating Company has assigned
initial entity ratings of ‘AA-/A-1’ (Double A Mi-
nus/A-One) to Ufone with outlook on the assigned
ratings as ‘Stable’. This acknowledges the financial
strength of Ufone through an independent rating
exercise which also denotes high credit quality and
good fundamental protection factors and is a testi-
mony of stakeholders’ confidence in Ufone.

Ufone’s customer experience remains one of
the best within the industry, backed by higher data
speeds and industry first innovative products such
as ‘UPower’that has received tremendous response
from the customers.

U Bank highlights:

UBank, the microfinance and branchless banking
subsidiary of PTCL, continued its growth trajectory
and has achieved 25.0% YoY growth in its revenue
by expanding its advances portfolio. The balance
sheet footing of the bank reached Rs 114 billion as
the bank continued to diversify its asset classes and
funding streams while ensuring positive bottom-line
impact. With the core mission of microfinance at
its heart, the business model of the bank is evolving
to capture new segments and customer classes to
include more of Pakistan into the banking net and
further its ambition of financial and social inclusion.

Corporate social responsibility:

Being a national carrier and Pakistani company,
PTCL Group is at the forefront in extending support
to the community through various CSR initiatives
including collaboration with GSMA to significantly
expand its women customer base by the year 2025
and the provision of its flagship Wi-Fi internet devic-
es ‘Blaze’ to participants of the KPK Women Civic
Internship Program to support their pursuit of per-
sonal and professional growth. PTCL & Ufone 4G
joined hands with the National Emergency Center
of the Government of Pakistan to extend its support
for UNICEF’s Polio Eradication Campaign in Pa-
kistan. PTCL Group also supported the local fish-
ermen community of Karachi to ensure the safety
of small-scale fishermen during high tide season by
donating life jackets. m
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he Pakistani

telecom compa-

ny, Ufone 4G,

has been rec-
ognized as the superior
4G services provider in
Pakistan by Opensignal,
a leading global analyt-
ics company specializing
in quantifying the users’
mobile network experi-
ence. Ufone 4G outdid
other operators in several
indicators of the ‘Over-
all Experience’ under
the 4G subset, as per the
global analyst’s insight’s
report, ‘Pakistan Mobile
Network Experience Re-
port August 2022’, which
also names the Ufone 4G
as the most Consistent
Quality Network compa-
ny in Pakistan.

The independent an-
alytics has come as an |
endorsement of Ufone
4G’s highest standards in
4G service delivery. The
company outdid its com-
petition with a significant
margin in most indicators
of ‘Overall Experience’ in
the 4G subset. It stayed
the outright winner in
4G Video Experience and
joint winner in Overall
Video Experience, which
quantifies the quality of
video streamed to mobile
devices by measuring re-
al-world video streams
over an operator’s net-
works. The network also
topped the 4G Down-
load and Upload markers
with significant margins
against other players. It
also emerged as the joint
winner of 4G Voice App
Experience.

As the most Consis-
tent Quality Network,
Ufone topped the ‘Ex-
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Ufone 4G which acquired 1800Mhz spectrum in 2021,
continued to expand its 4G services in Pakistan to provide
an unrivalled telecom experience to its customers. The
transformation went on to raise the bar in terms of service
delivery and redefined quality connectivity through its
world-class voice and data services
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Ufone 4G achieves
global recognition
for its superior 4G
Services

work disrupted by heavy
rains and floodings in
parts of Balochistan and
Sindh in a record time
through rapid mobiliza-
tion of their on-ground
resources. The torrential
rains also caused ma-
jor damage to road and
bridge infrastructure in
the region, further inten-
sifying the challenge of
timely restoration of the
network, however, PTCL
and Ufone field teams
were able to live up to
their commitment to
keeping their customers
connected at all times.

Sindh, especially Ka-
rachi and the coastal belt
of Balochistan received
one of the heaviest mon-
soon spells in the recent
past, which resulted in
urban flooding, severe
damage to roads and
bridges  infrastructure,
and massive commercial
| power breakdown. PT-
| CL’s Optical Fiber cable
deployed alongside roads
and bridges also got
swept away at multiple
locations.

The Northern and
Central Zones of the
sa country were no differ-

e¥l ent where exchanges and
% network nodes got flood-
B8 ed leading to network
outages.  Baluchistan’s
Makran division was the
worst hit, resulting in
major damage to road
infrastructure, electricity
transmission lines, and
the PTCL OFC network.
The cumulative situation
resulted in a huge chal-
lenge before the PTCL
and Ufone field teams
to uphold their commit-
ment to keeping their

1

cellent Consistent Quali-
ty’ and ‘Core Consistent
Quality’ categories. As per Opensignal, Consis-
tent Quality measure how often the experience of
users on a network was sufficient to support the
requirements of common applications by quanti-
fying download and upload speeds, latency, jitter,
packet loss, time to the first byte, and the percent-
age of tests attempted which did not succeed due
to a connectivity issue on either the download or
server response component.

Ufone 4G which acquired 1800Mhz spectrum
in 2021, continued to expand its 4G services in
Pakistan to provide an unrivalled telecom experi-
ence to its customers. The transformation went on
to raise the bar in terms of service delivery and
redefined quality connectivity through its world-
class voice and data services. The measures helped
Ufone 4G to pull off the fastest customer acqui-
sition in the industry during 2022. Owing to the
continued modernization and up-gradation of its
network, Ufone 4G went on to register as ‘Paki-
stan’s No 01 Voice and Data Network’ on Paki-
stan Telecom Authority (PTA)’s Mobile Networks
Benchmark Report 2022.

Ufone 4G has been continuing to invest and
innovate in order to align its network with the
highest global standards while also focussing on
expanding it to bring its services to increased us-
ers, especially across the far-flung and hitherto un-
connected regions of the country. The company’s
continued endeavours to deliver top-notch telecom
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services to its customers in order to improve their
experience mirrors the centrality of customers in
its business philosophy as is reflected in its cher-
ished slogan: ‘Tum Hi To Ho!’

4G outdid other operators in
several indicators of the
‘Overall Experience’ under the
4G subset as per the global
analysts insight’s report,
‘Pakistan Mobile Network
Fxperience Report August
2022’ which also named the
Ufone 4G as the most
Consistent Quality Network
company in Pakistan

PTCL &Ufone swiftly
estore the network disrupted by
torrential rains and floodings in

the Southern region
PTCL and Ufone have swiftly restored their net-
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customers seamlessly
connected.

As the National Carrier and Backbone of
Country’s Connectivity, the company quickly re-
sponded to the situation by deploying teams in
the affected area to restore the Optical Fiber Ca-
ble through a workaround in order to maintain
the best possible business continuity. Despite the
inclement weather, difficult terrain, and enormity
of the challenge, the teams conducted a 24/7 op-
eration with a high level of commitment to best
facilitate the customers.

The company tackled the network disruption
across the Southern, North, and Central region
caused by commercial power breakdown through
the deployment of portable generators until the
issue was fixed. The field teams worked tireless-
ly for days to completely restore connectivity to
Turbat, Ormara, Pasni, and Gawadar areas of the
worst hit Makran Division in Balochistan and the
affected regions of Sindh.

PTCL Group’s effective and timely response
to the massive challenge in the face of countless
hardships is evidence of its efficiency, resiliency,
and readiness to maintain seamless connectivity
at all times. The successful restoration of the
network amidst a major calamity speaks volumes
of the remarkable commitment and resilience
of the on-ground teams whose efforts facilitated
the smooth conducting of emergency and relief
activities and continuity of life and business ac-
tivities. m

JULY 15 - AUGUST 15, 2022



Mi Electric Scooter 3

Elevate your ride

°$2129,999

New low-profile and personalized color scheme

By breaking the duliness, its striking appearance adds beauty to your lite at all times and wherever you go

Onyx Black
LB

Gravity Gray
=



Fres download: fiare.ph EVENT | FLARE REPORT [ ]

Actlwtles at Falettl S Hotel

-1

-
' A 1

Eid cake cretting coremomny with dr. !I'bﬂll pcl B Adafuiim A
Fxecutive Director Faleni’s Group s Falenis Lahore

i

Mr Irahaed B Anjumm Executive Director Fabenis Groag weleones
Tkl Mingistey Peoejaly Cl, Prervoie Elabi o ik vizit i Falewis Howel

i'l..lr'. brehized B Anjum Executive Lieector Faletia Geowps
ot teppcls Fosd Safey i Hygiene workshop at Falewis Laliore

LLLSNDNY WOHS STINNYHI AL 3UHNOAYY HNOA NO 104NN NOLLDY 3HL 335
SAHNE HNO MOM TTIM DNOS H3dNS HOIHM

— | 3 .
o s
\ M Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletis Group
A lectiire bebng ilelivered omn Food '.'":lﬁ'-l:. = Fl} iamrie gives appreciation letier 1oty prarticipuem ol Pl T';iql'r'l_l. He
wirks=hepsat Faleri's Hotel, Laliosre El:..]gi1-| 1+ wiirkal Wip i Faleiti's Lalyesric

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | JULY 15 - AUGUST 15, 2022




TELEPEDIA | FLARE REPORT

Customer always comes first —

vivo continues to offer splendid !

R

o
¥ i ol e
1] o

customer services in Pakistan

Mr. Kevin Jiang, Customer Services Director at vivo Pakistan said as a customer-centric
brand, vivo strives to ensure end-to-end customer safety and convenience with a hassle-free
shopping experience. Our consumers have responded positively to our initiatives in the past,
and we are glad to have delivered an enjoyable shopping experience for vivo smartphone
buyers in Pakistan

n an effort to provide our customers with a

superior purchase and after-sales experience,

vivo, a leading global smartphone brand has

expanded its customer services in Pakistan.
vivo has introduced a number of initiatives in Paki-
stan with thegoal of improving the customer experi-
ence for local users.

vivo marks the 21st of every month as an af-
ter-sales service day specially designated for its cus-
tomers to avail advantage of free services like smart-
phone cleaning & disinfecting, system recovery &
software upgrades, 1-Hour Flash Repairs, mainte-
nance free of labor costs, protective stickers applied
and much more. The brand is not just committed
to delivering top-notch technology but also ensuring
that every customer has a positive shopping and af-
ter-sales experience.

As a youth-oriented brand, vivo strives to sup-
port its customers at every step of smartphone us-
age with a special focus on after-sales services. With
17 customer service centres spread across Pakistan,
consumers can easily locate their nearest centre
where vivo’s trained employees offer the best solu-
tions to customers’ problems and resolve the issues
in full transparency.

Customers can also call the dedicated hotline to
resolve their queries in real-time and take advantage
of special discounts offered by the brand. Follow-
ing the Benfen philosophy, vivo aims to support and
empower consumers relying on smartphones for
their work and businesses with ease of buying and
provide them with seamless access to cutting-edge
technologies.

Speaking about the numerous facilities offered to
customers, Mr. Kevin Jiang, Customer Services Di-
rector at vivo Pakistan, said, “As a customer-centric
brand, vivo strives to ensure end-to-end customer
safety and convenience with a hassle-free shopping
experience. Our consumers have responded posi-
tively to our initiatives in the past, and we are glad
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to have delivered an enjoyable shopping experience
for vivo smartphone buyers in Pakistan. We aim to
provide our consumers with superior products and
services while resolving their queries in a rapid and
efficient manner. We are happy that our sales ser-
vices’benefits are enjoyed by local users, and we as-
sure that vivo will continue to innovate for the ben-
efit of people.”

As a youth-oriented brand, vivo
strives to support its customers
at every step of smartphone
usage with a special focus on
after-sales services. With 17
customer service centres
spread across Pakistan,
consumers can easily locate
their nearest centre where
vivo’s trained employees offer
the best solutions to customers’
problems and resolve the issues
in full transparency

Here are some of the initiatives launched by vivo
for their customers to avail:

vivo customer service centre:

At present, vivo has 17 customer service centres
all over Pakistan. In all vivo service centres, issues
related to any vivo smartphone are resolved swiftly
while customers can relax and enjoy vivo’s refresh-
ment and hand held fidget toys services. The brand
is ensuring advanced facilities and services to wel-
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come customers and ensure utmost satisfaction.
vivo service day:

Celebrated on the 21st of every month, it is one
of the most sought-after days in the country. The
initiative was launched in 2020 to improve the cus-
tomer experience for vivo smartphone users and has
been very successful since then. As part of the vivo
Service Day, customers can take advantage of free
after-sales services such as: cleaning and disinfecting
of the smartphone, system recovery & software up-
grade, 1-Hour Flash Repair, maintenance without
any labor cost, and avail protective stickers.

Call center:

At the call centre, vivo’s experienced customer
service team works diligently to address Facebook
and e-mail inquiries. The brand strives to provide
customers with a quick response time and the cus-
tomers receive prompt and efficient responses to
their queries. vivo’s on-call hotline number 0800-
00111is accessible for customers to ask questions
about their smartphones. The number is functional
from 9:00AM to 6:00PM barring public holidays.

Customer support via WhatsApp:

vivo also offers its customer support remotely
through WhatsApp to offer instant and contactless
support to customers’ queries across Pakistan. Con-
sumers can contact the customer service team on
WhatsApp support number: +92 42 35710132. The
chat service is active Monday to Saturday from 9:30
am to 6:00 pm, excluding public holidays.

Refreshment services:

To ensure customers’ happiness, vivo offers Re-
freshment Service at all vivo official service centres.
All the walk-in customers can enjoy this value-add-
ed service each working day from 12pm to 3pm.

For further information about vivo’s services,
consumers can call their toll-free number 0800-
00111, visit their authorized local service centres or
visit the website for more information related to cus-
tomer service: https://www.vivo.com./ pk/support
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he maritime significance  concerning
sector is the et et maritime trade. Pakistan’s
bedrock of Paki- a 1 S t an al e t() shipping industry is earn-
stan’s economy ing even more than Rs

as more than 90 per cent
of our trade is carried out
by the sea. Pakistan has
huge maritime potential
and its economy is intrin-
sically linked to the devel-
opment of the maritime
sector. Lack of awareness
about the maritime sector
keeps us away from uti-
lizing the blue benefits.
Pakistan Navy, as a major
stakeholder, is shaping the
maritime mindset across
the country to create the
necessary awareness to
harness the potential of
our blue economy. In the
era of globalization, the
importance of oceans has
further increased. The
need for sustainable devel-
opment amidst an ever-ex-
panding global population
and diminishing resources
on land has en-gendered '
a worldwide shift from a
green/brown economy to
a blue economy. The blue
economy is an emerging
concept. In a short period, |
it has accomplished great
success. The blue econo-
my is an ocean-oriented
sustainable use of ocean
resources for economic
growth, improving live-
lihood, and creating job
opportunities. It refers to
leveraging the coastal and
marine resources for eco-
nomic benefits, emphasis-
ing sustainable economic
growth and environmen-
tal conservation. United
Nations 2030 Agenda for
sustainable development
directly linked sustainable
economic growth and the
blue economy via SDG
14. Pakistan has integrat-
ed SDGs into its domes-
tic development agenda,

1007

economy

f

The Blue Economy of Pakistan offers a wide range of
maritime sectors peculiar to the geostrategic and economic
realities of the country. It includes maritime industries,
namely fisheries, coastal tourism, maritime transport, oil and
gas industry, salt manufacturing industry, chemical industry,
electric power industry, shipbuilding, marine engineering,
aquaculture, marine biotechnology/biomedicine, scientific
research, deep sea-bed mining, resource extraction, oceanic

renewable energy, and maritime tourism

otential of
billion blue

2,500 million. The Sea
Food Industry of Paki-
stan pro-vides food and
other stuff essential for
living. Pakistan’s seafood
industry has a worth of
more than $1 billion. In
the products of the fish
industry, Pakistan holds
28th rank in the world.
Pakistan’s seafood indus-
try contributes around
one per cent of GDP, and
it can employ more than
®= 10,000 people. Current-
ly, the fish and seafood
exports of Pakistan are
limited to $450 million
only but it can contribute
& even further to the na-
tional GDP and can be
enhanced to $2-2.5 billion
if it has a proper deep-sea
fishing policy.

Pakistan has immense
Maritime tourism poten-
tial with a long coastline
of 1000 km which is bless-
ed with diversified natu-
ral, religious, and cultural
tourism resources. This
| sector is vital for econom-
ic growth, employment
generation, and food sup-
ply. Tourism generates
| around five per cent of the
national GDP. There are
more than 10 beach spots
discovered in Pakistan
that can attract tourists’
attention from around the
world towards beautiful
places in Pakistan hav-
ing vast bio-diversity and
attractive beaches. If the
spots are developed well
by the government, it can
provide revenue of more
than $4 billion to the na-
tional economy. “Despite
being a bonafide maritime
nation, Pakistan suffers
from sea blindness”. Since

which implies that Paki-

stan is cognizant of the blue potential. Pakistan is
a lower-middle-income country, with the economy
growing at less than a three per cent growth rate.
Being the 5th most populous economy globally
with a population growth rate of nearly 2 per cent,
Pakistan might face precarious food security chal-
lenges in the future. The Blue Economy of Pakistan
offers a wide range of maritime sectors peculiar to
the geostrategic and economic realities of the coun-
try. It includes maritime industries, namely fisher-
ies, coastal tourism, maritime transport, oil and gas
industry, salt manufacturing industry, chemical in-
dustry, electric power industry, shipbuilding, marine
engineering, aquaculture, marine biotechnology/
biomedicine, scientific research, deep sea-bed min-
ing, resource extraction, oceanic renewable energy,
and maritime tourism. Oceans contribute nearly
$1.5 trillion annually to the world’s economy. The
economists estimate that the estimated worldwide
business worth of the blue economy is around $24
trillion per year.

Approximately 90 per cent of the trade in the
world takes place via oceans and 350 million jobs
across the world are linked to fisheries. It is prog-
nosticated that by 2025, the world’s 34% of crude
oil production will come from oceans. Pakistan has
massive potential for a blue economy due to its ex-
tended coastline, marine resources, harbours, sea
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trade, and maritime professionals for the develop-
ment of the maritime sector. The maritime sector
of Pakistan is considered the jugular vein of the
economy because almost 95 per cent of its trade and
100 per cent of minerals and resources are import-
ed through the sea route. Pakistan has an Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) and Continental Shelf of
around 290,000 sq. km which is alone bigger than

Currently, the fish and seafood
exports of Pakistan are limited
to $450 million only, but it can
contribute even further to the

national GDP and can be en-

hanced to $2-2.5 billion if the

country has a proper deep-sea

fishing policy

the land mass of Punjab and KPK. Pakistan’s annual
revenue from the blue economy is just $450 million.
The actual potential of Pakistan’s blue economy
is more than $100 billion. The exclusive geostra-
tegic position of Pakistan lends its ports a unique
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its inception, Pakistan has
been unable to fully capitalize on its maritime po-
tential.

The geo-strategic location provides Pakistan
with a pivotal position in the changing dynamics
of the Indian Ocean and if this potential is utilized
to its maximum, Pakistan can convert its vast sea
zone into an epicentre of the blue economy in the
region. Pakistan, regardless of having a straight way
into the sea, has not been able to use the sea and
its resources to its full gain mainly due to a lack
of maritime awareness. To optimally benefit from
this natural endowment, the foremost thing to do
is to create and increase awareness and knowledge
among the decision-makers as well as the general
public regarding Pakistan’s maritime potential. It is
high time for Pakistan to take inclusive and concrete
steps to create maritime awareness in the nation.

Pakistan Navy has been doing utmost efforts
to create public awareness and to highlight the im-
portance of the blue economy for Pakistan. Being a
major stakeholder in the political and strategic envi-
ronment of the Indian Ocean Region, PN has main-
tained a firm stance to promote Pakistan’s maritime
potential. Pakistan Navy is playing a vital role in the
exploration of marine resources. In addition, Paki-
stan is also blessed with 160,000 hectares of man-
grove forests. Pakistan is ranked 24th rank world-
wide according to the area of mangrove forests. m
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AAC okays auction
of 2100MHz spectrum
on revised terms

The Auction Advisory Committee (AAC) has given a green signal for the 10MHz spectrum
auction in the 2100 band for 10 years. The AAC rejected an offer for a spectrum auction of 5
megahertz (MHz) for seven years at the current base price. However, the Commuittee after
detailed deliberations approved the auction of the 11.2MHz spectrum at a price of $19.5
million per 1 MHz, which could fetch $218 million to the national kitty.

f facebook comdFlarmMagarineOfMcial E twittor comiflarsmagazinepk

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) opposed the auction of spectrum for seven
years in the meeting and said that the term of spectrum auction is 15 years and the price has
to be determined accordingly. But other officials said that since there is a demand for an
operator, the auction should be done for 10 years, and the PTA should fix the price using the
previous consultancy report.

Business News Magazine
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he Auction Advisory Committee (AAC),
constituted by the Federal Government,
has unanimously decided to go for an auc-
tion for 10 years using the current consul-

tant’s report at net present value.
In the meeting of the committee, presided over
by Finance Minister Miftah Ismail, it was decided
to go for an auction of 2100 MHz band in 5, 5SMHz

the spectrum for
\ :
I i1, his report has also
efforts and bringing $500 million will not serve the
$218 million to the national kitty.

bandwidth for 10 years.
Sources in the PTA revealed that an existing
operator had demanded spectrum for seven years,
— and the Committee
- - |
10 years. There is
no precedent in the
past for auctioning
a spectrum for 10
years because the
spectrum is auc-
tioned for 15 years
fixed the fee for 15
years. For the 10-year spectrum auction, the condi-
tions regarding auction duration and price will have
to be changed.

The PTA chairman asked for launching the 5G
technology but it was opposed during the meeting
on the ground that at present it would not be possible
country’s purpose, it was added during the meeting.

One top official explained that on the basis of the
last consultant report that the one MHz price was
fixed at $2 million for 15 years, so Telenor Pakistan
had offered the same price for seven years. It totalled
$14 million for seven years. But the Committee de-
cided on $19.5 million for a period of 10 years so

The PTA opposed the move for selling the SMHz
spectrum to one player on the basis of the last con-
sultant report. The consultant had a fixed base price
of $29 million per 1 MHz for 15 years.

Official sources said that the Ministry of IT &
Telecommunication issued a policy directive on
Aug 4, 2021, after the Federal Cabinet ratified the

o decided to auction

TETN TR Vo while the consultant

to bring $2 billion through this launch. So making

the total spectrum of 11.2 MHz, if sold, could bring
=

decision of the Economic Coordination Committee
(ECC) on approving the Committee’s policy recom-
mendations. Subsequently, the PTA completed the
spectrum auction process with the assistance of an
internationally-reputed consultant, Frontier Eco-
nomics, in September 2021.

An operator had acquired 2x9 MHz in the 1800
MHz band for 15 years while there was no bid for
the offered spectrum in the 2100 MHz band. On July
22, 2022, the Federal Government constituted an
Auction Advisory Committee to oversee spectrum
auction(s) for the next generation mobile services in
Pakistan for the improvement of mobile broadband
services, which were unsold and available to be auc-
tioned. In this regard, a consultative meeting was
held at the PTA headquarter and feedback from all
Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs) was received.

According to an official statement, Federal Fi-
nance Minister Miftah Ismail presided over the first
meeting of the spectrum auction committee for the
improvement of mobile broadband services in Paki-
stan at the Finance Division.
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Information Technology and Telecom Minister
AminulHaq, Economic Affairs Minister AyazSadiq,
Commerce Minister Syed NaveedQamar, Power
Minister KhurramDastgir Khan, Coordinator to the
PM on Commerce and Industry Ranalhsan Afzal,
the PTA chairman and other senior officers attend-
ed the meeting. The committee was briefed about
demand and supply and recommendations of the
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) for
the release of available spectrum for the Next Gen-
eration Mobile Services (NGMS) in Pakistan. It was
also shared that 4G penetration was spectacularly in-
creasing in the country, which is really good for the
domestic development of the IT-related infrastruc-
ture. The Finance Minister said that the government
was aiming at improving the mobile broadband ser-
vices in Pakistan as this sector contributed heavily
to the development of the country. The committee
unanimously decided to go for auction of 2100 MHz
band in 5.5 MHz bandwidth for 10 years using the
current consultant’s report at net present value.

One of the existing players has written a letter
to the government and asked for the provision of 5
MHz at the rate of approximately $29 million per one
MHz. “The cellular company has made a request to
the Federal Govern-
ment for granting
5-megahertz (MHz)
spectrum at a fixed
rate. However, the
government  con-
vened Auction Ad-
visory Committee
(AAC) meeting un-
der the chairman-
ship of Minister for
Finance Miftah Is-
mail on Wednesday
(August 3) for taking
the final decision,” said top official sources.

On the direction of the committee, the PTA will
take the process forward and further meetings of the
committee will be held on the matter. The spectrum
auction will be conducted in accordance with the
Telecommunication Act 1996 and not violate the
law to benefit any operator. Before the Auction Ad-
visory Committee could meet, a high-level meeting
was held in the Ministry of IT and Telecom, which
was chaired by the Additional Secretary in charge
MohsinMushtaq. The meeting was attended by se-
nior officials of the Ministry of IT and Telecom,
PTA, and Frequency Allocation Board (FAB).

In the meeting, the PTA briefed on the market
assessment report while FAB briefed authorities re-
garding the available spectrum. The meeting also
discussed the impact of the rising dollar and the in-
terest of operators in the auction.

In October 2020 federal government constituted

The PTA had opposed the move
for selling a 5SMHz spectrum to
one player on the basis of the
last consultant report. The
consultant had a fixed base
price of $29 million per | MHz
for 15 years

Limer A eeem Hayw
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an Advisory Committee for the auction of next-gen-
eration spectrum in Pakistan. The Auction Advisory
Committee was revised in March 2021 for the inclu-
sion of AJ&K and GB representatives. In July 2022,
the coalition government reconstituted the Advisory
Committee.

Along with Finance Minister, the Minister for IT
and Telecom, Minister for Economic Affairs Divi-
sion, Minister for Science & Technology, Secretary,
Finance Division, Secretary, IT & Telecom Division
Secretary, Secretary Law & Justice Division, Chair-
man Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA),
Executive Director Frequency Allocation Board
(FAB), Representative of Army General Headquar-
ters, Director General Tech of Inter-Services Intelli-
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gence (ISI), Member Legal MoITT and other offi-
cials also part of the committee.

Previously, the spectrum auctions for NGMS in
Pakistan were conducted in 2014, 2016, 2017, and
2021 under the policy directives issued by the Feder-
al Government. Sources in the Ministry of IT& Tele-
communication (MoITT) say that the most worrying
thing at the moment is the fluctuation of the dollar
since the value of the rupee is constantly decreasing.
Holding an auction in such a situation is not an easy
decision and the
government should
stabilize the dollar
first before going
to the auction, they
stated.

Earlier, Pakistan
Telecommunication
Authority  (PTA)
had drafted “Reg-
ulations for Tele-
com Equipment’s
Standards,  2022”
to provide different
standards for different classes of telecommunication
equipment. The regulations prescribe the procedure
for testing telecommunication equipment. These
regulations will be applicable on all licenses issued
under the Pakistan Telecommunication Act 1996 in-
cluding those that are in the business of manufactur-
ing and importing telecommunication equipment.

The regulations categorize the minimum tech-
nical standards for Telecommunication Equipment.
Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) Standards
would be applicable to all Satellite, Terminal, Terres-
trial, Telecom and Wireless Equipment.

Health & Safety standards would be applicable
to all Satellite, Terminal, Terrestrial, Telecom and
Wireless Equipment. Optical and laser standards
would apply to all devices offering laser and optical
functionality, while Radio Frequency (RF) Com-
munication Standards would be applicable to all
Telecommunication Equipment using the required
radio frequency. The regulations further say that Hu-
man Exposure Standards would be applicable to all
mobile devices using the required radio frequency,
while Satellite communication standards would be
applicable to all Telecommunication Equipment us-

"( telenor s
' Maobilin
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ing satellite communication. Also, Terminal Mobile
Devices and Communication Standards would be
applicable to all Terminal Equipment which requires
radio frequency, while Terrestrial Devices Standards
would be applicable to all Terrestrial Equipment
which requires Radio Frequency.

As per the draft regulations, PTA would apply
and adopt the standards for telecommunications
equipment which could only be issued by; Interna-
tional Telecommunication Union (ITU) Telecommu-
nication Standardization Sector (ITU-T), European
Standards (EN), Directive 2014/53/EU for Radio
Equipment Directive (RED), Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC), International Organiza-
tion for Standardization (ISO), Occupational Health
and Safety Assessment Specification (OHSAS), The
European Committee for Electro Technical Stan-
dardization (CENELEC), The European Telecom-
munications Standards Institute (ETSI), The Inter-
national Electro-Technical Commission (IEC) and
its International Special Committee on Radio Inter-
ference (CISPR). m
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or the first time, more than 100 climb-

ers summited the world’s second highest

peak K2 this season. Many records have

been broken as the “summer season 2022
witnessed 100 climbers, both Pakistanis and for-
eigners, who summited K2,” during the July 22 —
24, the Alpine Club of Pakistan Secretary Karrar-
Haidri confirmed Flare.

The K2 summiteers included a number of fe-
male mountaineers from Pakistan, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Oman, Taiwan, and Bangladesh creating
history by becoming the first-ever woman of their
respective countries to reach the top of 8,611-me-
tre K2.

Famous climber SaminaBaig became the first
Pakistani woman to have summited K2 along
with her seven-member team when three hours be-
fore another Pakistani woman, NailaKiani, who
now lives in UAE, summited the same mountain.
NailaKiani’s team members included professional
Pakistani mountaineers Sirbaz Khan and Sohail-
Sakhi.

Apart from these two Pakistani women, the
men climbers from Pakistan who summited K2
with different expedition teams included: Sirbaz
Khan, Fida Ali, Eid Mohammad, SohailSakhi,
Bulbul Karim, Ahmed Baig, Rizwan Dad, Waqar
Ali, Shah Doulat, Shah Shimshali, WajidullahN-
agri, AkberHussainSadpara, AbidHussainSadpa-
ra, ZakirSadpara, Ashraf Sadpara and Inayat.

At least 18 Pakistanis, including many from
Gilgit-Baltistan, scaled the country’s highest peak
on July 22 alone.

While 170 foreign climbers had started their
summit push from the base camp recently, more
than 100 mountaineers from the US, Canada,
the UK, Russia, China, Germany, Norway, Swe-
den, the Netherlands, France, Andorra, Poland,
South Africa, Japan, Pakistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia,
Oman, Nepal and Malaysia started reaching the
top of K2 from the early hours on July 12 till af-
ternoon.

The 29-year-old Grace Tseng has become the
world’s youngest female climber to summit K2
without supplemental oxygen and the first Tai-
wanese ever to have stood on top of the Savage
Mountain.

A mountaineer from China name Jing, who
earlier climbed Mount Everest and Lhotse with-
out supplemental oxygen, summited K2 without
additional oxygen.

Andorra’s StefiTroguet also summited the sec-
ond-highest peak without supplementary oxygen.
“I can’t believe it. I'm on top of K2 without oxy-
gen. The hardest thing I've ever done,” she said.
Stefi dedicated her summit to the late Ali Sadpara,
Antonio Atanas and SergiMingote — the fallen
heroes of the K2 winter expedition.

Poland’s Monika Witkowska, Russia’s Vlad-
imir Kotlyar and Nepal’s Mingtemba Sherpa,
Pasang Sherpa, FuraTshering Sherpa and Ngima
Sherpa also summited the K2 in the early morning
July 23. French climbers Pascal Claude and Chris-
tophe Jean also summited the peak on July 22.

Nelly Attar, an Arab Lebanese woman, be-
came the first Arab woman to reach the peak in
the morning on July 23. Her team members in-
cluded Estonia’s KrisliMelesk, America’s Terray
Ellington Sylvester, and Argentina’s Claudio Co-
cho Javier.

Bangladesh’s celebrated mountaineer Was-
fiaNazreen became the first climber from Ban-
gladesh to scale the K2 summit in Pakistan. Her
expedition team, FElite Exped, announced the
achievement on social media, saying: “100 percent
success rate! This season has been awesome. Our
incredible team for the K2 expedition has all ac-
complished their goal.”

In a tragic incident, Afghan climber, Ali Akbar
Sakki, died on July 22 due to a heart attack while
attempting scaling of the K2. He was part of a
team of Pakistani climbers, officials said.

Canadian climber Richard Cartier of Quebec
has gone missing on the lower slopes of K2. Cart-
ier and his companions Matthew Eakin and Justin
Dube-Fahmy were descending from Camp 2 to
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Pakistani women
among over 100

Famous climber Samina Baig became the first Pakistani woman

climbers summit K2

to have summited K2 along with her seven-member team, three

hours before when another Pakistani woman, Naila Kiani, who

now lives in UAE, summited the same mountain. Naila Kiani’s

team members included professional Pakistani mountaineers

Sirbaz Khan and Sohail Sakhi

Camp 1 when the accident took place.

At least one British climber fell to his death on
Broad Peak on July 23, while another Romanian
mountaineer is reportedly fighting for his life on
the 8,000-metre peak due to “dehydration and
fatigue”.

A mountaineer from China
name Jing, who earlier climbed
Mount Everest and Lhotse
without supplemental oxygen,
summited K2 without
additional oxygen

RazakDawood, Chairman BARD Foundation,
stated, “This is a moment of great pride for us that
Naila and her team have achieved success in their
monumental feat to summit the K2. She has been
a truly resilient fighter. We have always aimed to
support Pakistani talents, especially women, to
help provide them with opportunities to grow in
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the field of athletics and sports. Naila’s successful
summit bears testimony to the potential women
have to achieve anything they set their minds to.”

BARD Foundation carries a deep vision to
promote and facilitate local athletes and sportsper-
sons in order to highlight their talent and true po-
tential across the world. BARD Foundation is a
human-development initiative, founded by the
renowned industrialist and technocrat — Abdul
RazakDawood and his philanthropist wife — Mrs-
BilquisDawood. This resourceful Foundation has
the vision to nurture the Pakistani youth in various
professional or technical fields, by enabling these
champions to learn more skills, receive better op-
portunities, and the kind of recognition needed to
compete internationally.

NailaKiani is a Dubai-based Pakistani banker
and an amateur boxer. Prior to this, she had sum-
mited the world’s 13th highest mountain, Gasher-
brum II (8,035 meters) as well. She was presented
with an award in December 2021 by the President
of Pakistan, to acknowledge her great achieve-
ments and contributions to mountaineering, and
continues to inspire global competitiveness among
Pakistani women. =
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Lack of industrial
research hamperin
economic growth

ndustry-academia linkage (IAL) can be de-

picted as interactive, mutually inclusive goals

and objectives oriented between industry and

the academic world. The pillars of the aca-
demic world stand on creativity, philosophy, and
theory, whereas the industry exists on prevalent
commercially feasible ideas. Conversely, academia
is software, and industry is hardware. To under-
stand the gap better, suppose a professor has deliv-
ered thousands of lectures on swimming but never
put his feet in the water till his retirement; he will
always remain introverted and incomplete. So it’s
a matter of demand and supply gap between the
industry and the academic world.

The curriculum is written decades ago, where-
as industry moves forward on a daily basis. In the
modern world, market trends and the pace of the
industry are much faster than before. This is why
when an engineer enters a factory shop floor; he
comes to know immediately that he does not prac-
tically understand many things...... paper out of
syllabus...haha! The real second half of the learn-
ing journey stems from that point of an intellectu-
al shock to an engineer.

The industry-academia linkage (IAL) is in-
dispensable for commercial organizations, edu-
cational institutions, and the nation as a whole.
The industrial revolution was not possible without
following this concept. The interaction must be
reciprocal for conducting applied research. Shar-
ing projects among the students is another dilem-
ma. It’s like four bed home shared by four people
without any acknowledgement of the one’s bed.
Engineers have to study 18 hours to get admission
to reputed universities, but after admission, they
are not cerebrally grilled like medical and accoun-
tancy students are done. The labs of the majority
of technical institutions are outdated, without cal-
ibrations, and crippled. The universities don’t have
in-house shops as medical colleges have in-house
training facilities.

Pakistan is not much different from other South
Asian countries in facing the ill effects of this gap.
The gap between technology and curriculum is
long-standing, especially in the third world. A year
ago, Pakistan was rated 99th among the 132 econ-
omies in the Global Innovation Index in 2021.
Pakistan’s position of 134th out of 157 countries
in the Human Capital Index is mocking us. Stu-
dents don’t have enough facilities to consume time
on factories’ floors. Resultantly, overseas organi-
zations expect the students seeking admission to
endorse their education from their visiting coun-
tries. Pakistan, among its other south Asian coun-
terparts, is lagging behind in the development of
quality products and its export to the world due to
the lack of Research & Development. In Pakistan,
out of about 200 HEC-recognized public and pri-
vate universities, only 60% have some collabora-
tions with private and public sector organizations.
Unfortunately, most of these 60% exists only on
papers or dumped under the dust. Let’s see how
we can eliminate this gap.

1. Realization: We still have not realized its
significance. Only realizations generate the eros
followed by the action.

2. Financial Matters. Budgetary cuts are the
biggest reason. Although exceptions exist, gov-
ernment universities don’t have sufficient funds to
spend; private universities do want to spend. Our
allocation for R&D in the 2022 budget is below
one per cent, which is embarrassing in the era dai-
ly organizations are outdated. In R&D were at 125
out of 132. On academia-industrial linkage, we are
tailenders; because it’s perfectly correlated with
economic growth. When a country would not
have the basics, expectations for self-actualization
and R&D are no less than a dream.

3. No compulsion on the universities to force
students to spend particular time, during their ed-
ucation, in the industry.

4. National social character: By nature, we
are a fluke and shortcut lovers nation in search
of quick degrees, whether earned or unearned.
Students take education as a liability and fatigue.
There are countries the students have spent a huge
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Pakistan is not much different from other South Asian countries
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in facing the ill effects of this gap. The gap between technology
and curriculum is long-standing, especially in the third world. A

year ago, Pakistan was rated 99th among the 132 economies in
the Global Innovation Index in 2021. Pakistan’s position of 134th
out of 157 countries in the Human Capital Index is mocking us

time in the last years in the industry, especially
during their projects, they work like labourers.
Our students show attitude during internships.
The only way to eliminate this gap is to develop
more cordial relations between industry and aca-
demia through trade associations and chambers.
A radical change is needed in the curriculum.
The linkage between ac-

Pakistan Engineering Council, UET, UMT, QCE,
TEVTA, PISC, and the Institute of Space & Tech-
nology to give six-month training. The PEC and
PAAPAM have shared arrangements to provide
internships for 3000 students in the first phases
for Rs.30000 stipend per month. Definitely, the
industry will experience its rich outcomes shortly.

The PAAPAM has moved

ademia and
should be strengthened.

industty  The curriculum is written

one step forward to afford
opportunities for many

HEC needs to play the decades ago, whereas industry universities and relevant

role of ensuring making

govt organizations with

some things compulsory. INOVES forward on a daily basis. free stalls at the landmark

Public awareness is a must
through many activities.

In the modern world, market

Pakistan Auto Show at
Pakistan Auto Show. The

The PAAPAM and its trends and the pace of industry grandeur of PAS is the

Symposium high profiled
bridging this gap sensing

are much faster than before

symposium where notice-
able academia, industry,

its social responsibility.
The Pakistan Association of Automotive Parts &
Accessories Manufacturers (PAAPAM) is playing
a very active role by absorbing many graduates.
The PAAPAM is in agreement with MoU with the
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and government officials
join their heads every year to eliminate the exist-
ing gaps between the industry and academia.-The
writer is a freelance author & secretary general of
PAAPAM. n
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Swat Buddhist sites
great attraction for
foreign tourists

and rock carvings of Khazana Ghat Charai Madyan, Gogdara
and Saidu stupa, Panr Jambil Khwar, Ram Throne, Jehanabad
Buddha statue, Tokar Dara Najigram stupa and monasteries of
Butkara-I and IT are the most frequented tourist sites

nown as the land of Gandhara civi-

lization and archaeological wonders,

Swat — previously known as Uddiyana

ingdom where every stupa and carved

stone has its own story — is a big attraction for do-

mestic and foreign tourists who drive to these sites

every year. Besides the mesmerizing natural beauty,

cultural heritage, and primitive architecture, Swat’s

unique features, including snowfall, rivers, birds

chanting valleys, skiing, trout fish and lakes, draw

tourists, monks, and Buddhists from across the
world to explore.

Swat Museum, MehmoodGhaznavi Mosque,
Odigram, Obaghat and rock carvings of Khaz-
anaGhatCharaiMadyan, Gogdara and Saidu stupa,
PanrJambilKhwar, Ram Throne, Jehanabad Bud-
dha statue, Tokar Dara Najigram stupa and mon-
asteries of Butkara-I and II are the most frequented
tourist sites.

Tourists can be seen in a large number at histor-
ic Amlok Dara, Shingardar and Gumbatona stupas
besides the Ghaligay Buddha statue and archae-
ological remains of Shahkot Pass Elephant Paw;
Queen’s Throne and Nemogram stupa.

To explore Swat’s archaeological treasures, a
20-member delegation of Thailand, led by the cel-
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ebrated Thai monk Arayawangso, recently visited
Swat Museum, Saidu stupa and Butkara Buddhists
site along with his 20 disciples.

Late Prince of Swat, Miangul Adnan Aurang-
zeb had invited Arayawangso two years ago to visit
the archaeological rich Swat valley. Arayawangso
has written a detailed book on the significance and
placement of Ghandhara in the Buddhist world,
calling it the land of wisdom and enlightenment.
With his disciples, Arayawangso visited different
heritage Buddhist sites where he paid his respects.

Praising the rich and multicultural heritage of
Pakistan, he encouraged people to visit Swat to
promote religious tourism and lauded the untiring
efforts of the KP government and Directorate of
Archeology & Museums, KP for preserving and
maintaining those sites. A 2000-year-old Buddhist
site of the Kushan era is also a great attraction for
tourists, Buddhists and monks every year. As the
biggest complex of its kind in the region, the Bud-
dhist site at Aabba Sahib Cheena village at Naji-
gram, some 25 kilometres away from Mingora city,
has a historic stupa with two minarets and clay pots
which reminds the tourists of the past.

“Swat is a home to Gandhara and many other
civilizations, their archaeological treasures which

[ TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

are beyond one’s imagination, besides its glorious
history,” MianWahab Shah, senior curator of ar-
chaeology and museums department told the news
agency.

He said a visitor could not remain unimpressed
after visiting artefacts and statutes-rich Swat muse-
um located on Mingora-Saidu Sharif Road where
Lord Buddha’s statute takes tourists and archaeolo-
gists to the ancient past.

Wahab said excavation on this Buddhist site
started by Italian experts in 1930 and later stopped
mainly due to the lack of resources. However, work
on it was resumed in 1955 by another Italian mis-
sion, declaring it a large size Buddhist site with a
history that dated back to some 2000 years, he add-
ed.

He said during the reign of King Darrius I (522-
486 BC), Swat remained an important province of
Persia for 200 years till Alexander the Great con-
quered it in 327 BC and the Mauryan dynasty re-
captured Swat in 305 BC.

It was followed by the Parthians’ rule over
the region some 55 years later while the western
Hellenistic influence came with the arrival of In-
do-Greeks around 180 BC, he added.

Wahab said Kuhsanas had got control of
Gandhara in the first century AD and founded the
Kushanempire comprising the area of present-day
Pakistan, Iran, Kabul valley, Northern India and
parts of Kashmir.

Tourists can be seen in a large
number at historic Amlok Dara,
Shingardar and Gumbatona
stupas besides the Ghaligay
Buddha statue and archaeolog-
ical remains of Shahkot Pass
Elephant Paw, Queen’s Throne,
and Nemogram stupa

Buddhism flourished when Kushan King Kan-
ishka (127-150 AD) converted to it and from here,
Buddhism travelled to China, Japan and beyond.
Swat had served as one of the most significant cen-
tres of Gandhara civilization since the first century
BC and nursed other civilizations at the same time
as Kanishka supported other religions as well, he
added. Wahab further said the Gandhara civiliza-
tion moved along the Indus River through Talia up
to interior Sindh and Kanishka’s contribution to
Buddhist architecture was the construction of the
Kanishka stupa at Peshawar. The archaeologists,
who rediscovered the base of it in 1908-9, ascer-
tained that this stupa had a diameter of 286 feet (87
metres) and was covered with jewels.

He said Kanishka called the fourth Buddhist
Council in Peshawar in 78 AD and about 500 Bud-
dhist monks, who attended the council, worked on
the preservation of oral traditions of Buddha and
fully patronisedGandhara culture. The whole life
cycle of Buddha was engraved in stone, which is
still available in the Peshawar Museum where the
Buddhist scripture was preserved, Wahab added.

Former provincial minister Wajid Ali Khan
said: “Many people talk about Swat’s natural beau-
ty, rivers, lakes and snowfall, but its real beauty is
being a home to Gandhara civilization flourished
over the centuries.” He further said Swat Museum
had a wide range of collections of the Buddhists’
stupas and Gandhara artefacts, sculptures besides
utensils, beads, figurines, stones and coins of the
ancient era. EngrFaras Khan, a resident of Pesha-
war told the news agency that he heard a lot about
the historic Buddhist treasures showcased in Swat
Museum and came here from Peshawar to person-
ally see Lord Buddha statutes and ancient artefacts.

He suggested showcasing these archaeological
treasures through digital and social media to the
world to catch the attention of foreign tourists and
to bring economic prosperity not only to Swat or
KP but also to the country. m
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hen Rui, General Manager of Fujian

Baihejiang Industrial Development Co.,

Limited has said that the Pak-China ol-

ive cooperation possesses has immense
potential. “As one of the main olive producing ar-
eas in China, the processing industrial chain in Fu-
jian Province is still far from perfect. The supply
of high-quality olives is in short supply; besides,
the by-product market also contains unlimited po-
tential. Namely, the market space is huge. In the
future, if we can introduce excellent olive varieties
from countries along the Belt and Road, including
Pakistan, and carry out planting and processing
technology exchanges with them, undoubtedly it
will be a win-win situation,” Chen Rui said.

Edible olives are rich in nutrients, providing
protein, carbohydrates, fat, vitamin C, calcium,
phosphorus, iron and other minerals. Its content
of vitamin C is 10 times that of apples and 5 times
that of pears and peaches.

He told China Economic Net (CEN) that Pa-
kistan, which has a large area of land suitable for
growing olive trees, can produce about 1,500 tons
of olive oil and 830 tons of table olives per year, all
of which is consumed domestically.

Now Pakistan is the only South Asian country
to be included in the International Olive Council.
Farhan Pasha, the science officer in charge of the
olive program at the Barani Agricultural Research
Institute, told CEN that the main areas in Paki-
stan fit for olive cultivation are Balochistan, KPK
and Punjab, etc. Pakistan has 10 million acres of
land suitable for olive cultivation which is almost
twice as much as Spain, the world’s largest olive
oil producer. Nevertheless, the cultivation and the
processing of edible olives in Pakistan is facing a
series of challenges, which also brings opportuni-
ties for agricultural cooperation between China
and Pakistan in this field.

According to Farhan Pasha, Pakistani olive
growers often need to use costly imported fertil-
izers or pesticides when faced with pests and dis-
eases, but this is beyond the purchasing power of
most ordinary farmers.

Therefore, if China provides effective measures
to increase production or control pests and diseas-
es, this will be the ideal result. Chen put forward
a specific plan for this, “Biopesticides are our best
choice due to ordinary pesticides may cause soil
hardening or pesticide residues.

Even the most common biological materials
such as well-proportioned ginger and pepper spray
can have a very good sterilizing and insecticidal
effect. In terms of pest control, we use breeding
beneficial insects, such as ladybugs, to kill pests.”

As for fertilizers, Chen emphasized that in
most cases, his olive orchard chooses organic
bio-fertilizers, such as chicken and sheep manure,
which are of great help in increasing production.

At present, there are two main varieties of edi-
ble olives, in his orchard, with a total planting area
of about 2,500 mu (about 166.67 hectares). In the
past five years, the annual output has been about
500,000 kilograms, and the annual output value
can reach 50 million yuan.

Among them, Meixiang No. 2 has an outstand-
ing yield, with each tree can bear 250-400 kilo-
grams during the annual picking season in August.

“Under the framework of CPEC, we have co-
operated closely with China in many fields, so in
this respect, they can provide high-level support in
terms of agricultural technology.

At present, in our olive growing area, when
the orchard is too humid due to climate and oth-
er reasons, pests always arise freely. So, if we can
collaborate, we need to transform advanced tech-
nology learned from high-level agricultural jargon
into easy-to-understand knowledge that can be
conveyed to our farmers,” mentioned Dr Ramzan
Ansari, who is in charge of olive research at the
Barani Agricultural Research Institute.

Experts believe as agriculture is one of the
key sectors in Pakistan’s economy, both countries
should deepen and expand cooperation in the ag-
riculture sector under CPEC. Pakistan can adopt
the latest Chinese technology for the cultivation
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Pak-China olive

cooperation
possesses Iimmense
potential

Pakistan has 10 million acres of land suitable for olive cultivation

which is almost twice as much as Spain, the world’s largest olive

oil producer. Nevertheless, the cultivation and the processing

of edible olives in Pakistan is facing a series of challenges, which

also brings opportunities for agricultural cooperation between

China and Pakistan in this field

of olive plants.

Against the backdrop of the successful cultiva-
tion of cash crops such as chilli peppers, a joint
venture between China and Pakistan for olive cul-
tivation and processing is also a viable solution.
Inamul Haq, who works as a horticulturist at the
Barani Agricultural Re-

beverage. Among them, olive tea is made from ol-
ives and black tea with ingredients such as ginger
and olive salt, which is very popular with the local
people. In addition, the olives can increase the aro-
ma of the tea, making the aroma more lingering,”
Chen told CEN.

search Institute in Chak-
wal, has included Chinese
investment in his plans.
“In future, we plan var-
ious joint ventures with
Chinese counterparts as
we can take advantage of
their expertise since the
world understands their
knowledge and praises
them.” Dr Ramzan Ansari

Against the backdrop of
successful cultivation of cash
crops such as chilli peppers, a
joint venture between China

and Pakistan for olive
cultivation and processing is
also a viable solution

“The processed prod-
ucts of olives have very
high added value, such as
pickled olives, olive tea, ol-
ive sugar, and the like. The
residue left after process-
ing olives can also be used
for livestock feed.

‘We can cooperate with
Chinese research institutes
or enterprises, and I hope
our government can play

suggested that some areas
with high agricultural potential, including the Po-
tohar region, could become exclusive agricultural
zones under CPEC.

In addition, professionals from both China
and Pakistan have high expectations for the olive
by-product processing industry. “Taking Fujian as
an example, main olive by-products include juice,
syrup, honey, preserved fruit, tea, vinegar, and

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

an active role in policy
guidance and industry support.

By now, we have introduced pickled olives to
some Chinese dealers, who are very interested in
it and expressed that they will seize the opportu-
nity to promote cooperation between the two par-
ties,” Syed Yousaf Ali, an owner of he olive or-
chard at Sehgal farmhouse Kallar Kahar, echoed
confidently. m
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July inflation highest
© since 2008

all confused and in afix to know
how to go about their businesses in a situation of unending fall
of the rupee against the dollar, and the high-interest rates. Also,
there is a trust deficit between businesses and the government
on account of changing narratives presented by the latter on
the country’s fiscal and economic stability

n the PDM coalition government, the non-

stop inflation rate has gone up to almost 25

per cent in July last, recording the highest even

over more than a decade. It came about mainly
due to higher fuel cost and currency depreciation,
hikes in electricity tariff with unjustified taxes and
increased the prices of all food as well as other com-
modities in the country:.

The industry and businesses are all confused and
in a fix to know how to go about their businesses in
a situation of unending fall of the rupee against the
dollar and the high-interest rates. Also, there is a
trust deficit between businesses and the government
on account of changing narratives presented by the
latter on the country’s fiscal and economic stability:.

Inflation measured through Consumer Price
Index (CPI) has been recorded at 24.9 per cent in
July 2022—the highest after 2008. On a month-on-
month basis, it has increased by 4.3 per cent in July
2022 as compared to the preceding month of June,
according to the latest data released by the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS). The CPI inflation ‘Ur-
ban’ increased by 23.6 per cent on a year-on-year
basis in July 2022. Meanwhile, CPI inflation ‘Ru-
ral’ increased by 26.9 per cent on a year-on-year ba-
sis in the last month.

Inflation has even gone beyond the projection
made by the Ministry of Finance which predicted
inflation for July 2022 hovering around the level
observed in June (21.3 per cent). However, in July
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it went up to 24.9 per cent failing the Ministry esti-
mates. The Sensitive Price Index (SPI), which gaug-
es rates of kitchen items on weekly basis, showed
an increase of 28.2 per cent in the essential food
items. On monthly basis, Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) inflation on a YoY basis increased by 38.5
per cent in July 2022.

According to the ministry of finance, interna-
tional inflationary impulses in the US dollar be-
came amplified by the accelerated depreciation of
the Rupee against the US dollar. International spike
in dollar rates and domestic uncertainty depreciat-
ed Pakistani rupees. These cost-push inflation driv-
ers feed into the domestic retail prices. Up to May
2022, the Government policies among which the
use of taxes and subsidies, temporarily and partially
postponed their pass-through into the CPI. Further-
more, usually in the month of July, a positive sea-
sonal factor appears to contribute upwards to the
m-o-m inflation rate. All these critical factors will
influence domestic inflation. “Inflationary and ex-
ternal sector risks are building macroeconomic im-
balances in the economy. Furthermore, the ongoing
political unrest is increasing economic uncertainty,
which is causing the rupee to depreciate and has an
impact on the cost of production. All these factors
are making the economic outlook uncertain.”

The government July 31 once again increased
the diesel price, which would fuel the prices of
food commodities. Recently, the government has
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enhanced electricity tariffs, which would further in-
crease the inflation rate. The recent rains across the
country have also caused damage to the standing
crops as a result of which, the vegetable prices are
likely to stay on the higher side amid short supplies.

The break-up of inflation of 24.93 per cent
showed that food and non-alcoholic beverage prices
increased by 28.77 per cent in July. Similarly, health
and education charges went highby 11.22 per cent
and 9.79 per cent, respectively. Similarly, prices of
utilities (housing, water, electricity, gas and fuel) in-
creased by 21.78 per cent in the last month. Mean-
while, the prices of alcoholic beverages and tobacco
went up by around 22.48 per cent.

Prices of clothing and footwear increased by
14.57 per cent and furnishing and household equip-
ment maintenance charges by 19.69 per cent. Rec-
reational charges and those related to culture went
up by 15.41 per cent in the period under review,
while amounts charged by restaurants and hotels
by 24.97 per cent in July 2022 as compared to the
same month last year.

In urban areas, the food items which saw an in-
crease in prices during July 2022 included vegeta-
bles (25.14 per cent), pulse gram (13.87 per cent),
onions (13.65 per cent), potatoes (10.87 per cent),
besan (10.01 per cent), wheat (9.76 per cent), pulse
mash (9.73 per cent), pulse masoor (9.01 per cent),
tea (8.98 per cent), eggs (8.09 per cent), cooking oil
(7.66 per cent), wheat flour (6.34 per cent), gram

Inflation has even gone beyond
the projections made by the
Ministry of Finance which had
predicted the inflation for July
2022 hovering around the level
as it was in June (21.3 per cent).
However, in July went up to 24.9
per cent failing the Ministry’s
estimates

whole (5.36 per cent), rice (5.16 per cent), vegetable
ghee (5.11 per cent), milk (3.84 per cent) and pulse
moong (2.67 per cent). In non-food commodities,
prices of electricity charges (39.35 percent), motor
fuel (7.35 per cent), construction input items (3.18
percent), washing soap/detergents/match-box
(2.45 percent), cotton cloth (2.21 percent), liquefied
hydrocarbons (1.99 percent), electrical appliances
(1.48 percent), plastic products (1.40 percent) and
furniture & furnishing (1.30 percent).

In urban areas, the items which had the reduc-
tion in prices included tomatoes (12.46 per cent),
fruits (7.11 per cent) and chicken (3.02 per cent).

In rural areas, prices of commodities which had
increased prices included potatoes (19.94 per cent),
vegetables (14.78 per cent), pulse gram (14.59 per
cent), pulse masoor (9.60 per cent), eggs (9.05 per
cent), pulse mash (8.23 per cent), onions (7.15 per
cent), wheat (7.06 per cent), tea (6.47 per cent),
besan (6.14 per cent), rice (6.12 per cent), gram
whole (5.50 per cent), chicken (4.82 per cent), pulse
moong (4.79 per cent), milk (2.75 per cent) and con-
diments & spices (2.33 per cent). m
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illionaire Bill Gates has pledged again to

give his wealth away, adding that he will

eventually “drop off” the world’s rich list.

It came as the Microsoft co-founder an-
nounced he would make a $20bn (£17bn) donation
to his philanthropic fund.

The world’s fourth richest man said he had an
“obligation” to return his resources to society.

Mr Gates first pledged to give away his wealth in
2010 but his net worth has more than doubled since
then. He is currently worth $118bn, according to
Forbes magazine, but that will fall significantly after
his donation in July to the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, the charitable fund he set up with his
ex-wife in 2000.

In a Twitter thread, Mr Gates said the foun-
dation would boost its spending from $6bn a year
to $9bn by 2026 due to recent “global setbacks”
including the pandemic, Ukraine and the climate
crisis.

“As I look to the future, I plan to give virtual-
ly all of my wealth to the foundation,” he said. “I
will move down and eventually off of the list of the
world’s richest people.

“I have an obligation to return my resources to
society in ways that have the greatest impact on re-
ducing suffering and improving lives. And I hope
others in positions of great wealth and privilege will
step up at this moment too.”

The Gates Foundation works in countries to
eradicate diseases such as Malaria, improve educa-
tion and tackle poor sanitation. It was thought to
be the world’s second-largest charitable foundation
in 2020, holding $49.8bn in assets and is backed by
other wealthy benefactors such as the billionaire in-
vestor Warren Buffett.

Although the foundation has done good work,
some have raised concerns about the ethics of a pri-
vate endeavour wielding such great influence.

The foundation is the largest private donor to the
World Health Organization, second only to the US
with its annual donation in 2018. Concerns about
this became more pointed after former President
Donald Trump threatened to pull the US funding.

Mr Gates held Forbes’ title of the richest per-
son in the world between 1995 and 2010, and again
from 2013 to 2017. Amazon founder Jeff Bezos
knocked him off the top spot in 2017 before Tes-
la chief executive Elon Musk took pole position in
2022. So how did the founder of Microsoft, who
has poured billions into global healthcare from the
philanthropic foundation he runs with his wife Me-
linda, become the bogeyman of Covid-19 conspira-
cy theorists? Prof Joseph Uscinski, a political scien-
tist at the University of Miami and author of books
on conspiracy theories, believes it is simply because
he is rich and famous.

“Conspiracy theories are about accusing pow-
erful people of doing terrible things,” he said. “The
theories are basically the same, just the names
change.

“Before Bill Gates, it was George Soros and the
Koch brothers and the Rothchilds and the Rocke-
fellers.”

And while the majority of conspiracy theo-
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Bill Gates vows to drop
off world’s rich list

He is currently worth $118bn, according to Forbes magazine,

but that will fall significantly after his donation in July to the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the charitable fund he set up

with his ex-wife in 2000

Mr Smith thinks that there is often a “kernel of
truth” which is taken “way out of context”.

So, for example, the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation did fund a study, conducted by the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology last year,
which looked at the possibility of storing a patient’s
vaccination history in a pattern of dye. It would be
invisible to the naked eye and could be delivered
under the skin at the same time as a vaccine.

It is difficult to ascertain the root of conspira-
cy theories - but it’s thought the internet is making
them spread further.

ries “die on the vine”, the
ones that endure are those
that offer “big villains and
address issues that people
care about”.

“It should come as no

surprise that rich people Nas remained sanguine about
the barrage of false claims

and big corporations are
being accused of conspir-

The Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, which has commit-and existed only in their

ted $300m to combat Covid-19, yyppies

“Before the internet,
they were self-contained

own echo chambers or
within  certain
communities, but the in-
ternet allows them to trav-
el across political lines,
between communities, so

ing to put chips in our
necks because that is a thing we fear,” he said.

“This has been the ammo of conspiracy theories
for a long, long time.”

While he thinks such conspiracies have “no
tether to the truth whatsoever”, people still seem to
be falling for them.

More than a quarter of all Americans and 44%
of Republicans believe that Bill Gates wants to use
a Covid-19 vaccine to implant microchips under
people’s skin, according to a survey from Yahoo
News and YouGov.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

I think there is much more scope to mainstream
conspiracy theories than before the internet,” said
Mr Smith.

And, he added, conspiracy theories had partic-
ularly flourished during this global pandemic be-
cause people were “psychologically vulnerable”.

“This crisis is unprecedented in size and scope
and the advice shifts as new studies are published.
There are large areas of uncertainty and humans
abhor uncertainty,” he said. To deal with it, in-
dividuals resort to something he calls collective
sense-making.

[ TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

“We grab onto any information to inject some
sort of sense and order and that is when the ru-
mour mill starts. Conspiracy theories - and no-
tably Bill Gates conspiracy theories - fill these
informational vacuums.” The Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, which has committed $300m
(£240m) to combat Covid-19, has remained san-
guine about the barrage of false claims.

In a statement, it said: “We’re concerned
about the conspiracy theories being spread online
and the damage they could cause to public health.

“At a time like this, when the world is facing
an unprecedented health and economic crisis, it’s
distressing that there are people spreading mis-
information when we should all be looking for
ways to collaborate and save lives. Right now, one
the best things we can do to stop the spread of
Covid-19 is spread the facts.”

In an interview, Bill Gates expressed surprise
that he had become the figurehead of such theo-
ries.

“It is troubling that there is so much craziness.
When we develop the vaccine we will want 80 per
cent of the population to take it and if they have
heard it is a plot and we don’t have people willing
to take the vaccine that will let the disease contin-
ue to kill people.”

I’m kind of surprised some of it is focused on
me. We are just giving money away, we write the
cheque..and yes we do think about let’s protect
children against disease but it is nothing to do
with chips and that type of stuff. You almost have
to laugh sometimes.” m
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ait a minute! Wait a minute! Read

on before you end your life. As far

as we know, there are no efforts to

eliminate the Internet, so you have
no reason to worry. But it’s interesting to know
what our life would be like without the Internet,
right?

Although you can’t even imagine it, that time
existed. These are ancient times when everything
was rural. Kind of like the’90s, sort of.

At that time there were already such malevolent
machines, certainly created by some demon, called
computers. But, although it may seem crazy, they
were all disconnected from each other, as if they
were living in isolation, and they were only used for
nondescript tasks, such as writing texts or working
(although video games already existed).

Thankfully, a few years later everything changed.
The internet came into our lives, cities grew, wa-
ter irrigation watered our fields and the world was
filled with lights and colours.

To imagine a world in which we don’t have ac-
cess to the internet is something that most of us
can’t even imagine. We use it for literally everything
in our lives, including staying in touch with folks in
our near surroundings.

Consider what would happen if the internet
suddenly shut off in this scenario. While it may ap-
pear that living without an internet connection is
impossible, it is achievable and does not result in
any prison sentence. However, there are various ad-
vantages to not having access to the internet when
living in one’s own home, in contrast to this. Before
we get started, let’s have a look at some statistics
about the advantages of not having internet access
at home:

Social media platforms are used by people be-
tween the ages of 16 and 29 who spend an average
of three hours per day on them.

According to the survey results, about 80 per
cent of us check Facebook within 15 minutes of
waking up.

Daily, the average person
engages in a whopping 2,617
interactions (typing, taps,
swipes, and clicks) with their
mobile phone

Also, 31% of Americans get informed about the
latest news on Facebook regularly.

According to the Social Media Marketing Asso-
ciation, Americans spent an average of 325 hours
per year on Facebook during the COVID-19 epi-
demic last year, attributed to the virus.

According to the survey’s conclusions, an aver-
age of 6.5 minutes is spent checking one’s smart-
phone by various individuals.

Daily, the average person engages in a whopping
2,617 interactions (typing, taps, swipes, and clicks)
with their mobile phone.

A stunning 84 per cent of mobile phone users
believe that they would not be able to survive even
a single day without their mobile devices.

People often use mobile phones late till night
which may affect their eyesight. The rays emitted
from the screen significantly impact a person’s
health and cause severe damage to your brain.

It is true that the more connected we are to the
internet, the further we become from our physical
surroundings and vice versa.

Are you prepared to disconnect your computer
from the internet and turn off your internet service?
When you disconnect from the internet and cut the
invisible link, you will be amazed at how much you
stand to gain from this decision.

Spending more time with one’s loved ones

These days, family time often consists of every-
one being seated in a single room while each fam-
ily member is conversing on their phone. We’ve all
done this at some time in our lives at some point.
For us, this may be an excellent opportunity to
spend quality time together while still doing some-
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Life without Internet:
A nightmare or a
blessing?

o el |

Thankfully, a few years later everything changed. The internet

a0

came into our lives, cities grew, water irrigation watered our
fields and the world was filled with lights and colours

thing we both enjoy doing. It can, however, harm
one’s ability to maintain family ties.

The time spent sharing how your day went and
what’s going on in your life becomes far more pro-
ductive when you establish rules for family time,
such as prohibiting phone use or technology con-
sumption. It allows you to strengthen your family
bond indeed.

Improved sleeping patterns

The study found that teens who used their mo-
bile phones 15 or more times per day had more diffi-
culty falling and staying asleep than those who used
their mobile phones less frequently or for a shorter
period. A large number of heavy phone users have
even reported experiencing sleeplessness as a result
of their habits.

Anxiety is decreased, while happiness is in-
creased

A type of information consumption addiction
has evolved due to the rapid increase of smart-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

phones, wearable devices, and tablets in recent
years. We are continuously interested in what is
going on in our immediate environment, and we
check our social media and email accounts. Es-
pecially in situations where we cannot check our
phones every five minutes, such as in schools, this
might increase anxiety.

Avoid engaging in activities that require a sig-
nificant amount of time

Even if you do not have access to a home in-
ternet connection, it is quite probable that you will
have some internet access available on your phone.
Get into the practice of shutting it off or just switch-
ing to airplane mode on your phone regularly, no
matter what. Determine when it is okay for your
family members and yourself to use the internet to-
gether and set aside specific times for this.

When you have a limited data plan and no ac-
cess to high-speed internet at home, staying away
from the internet is pretty simple and devoting your
time to more valuable pastimes such as reading or
watching television.

Savings that are higher than before

Have you ever given any thought to how much
money you spend on the internet each month that
you are entirely unaware of? In general, the cost
of an internet connection for an American, ranges
from approximately $60 for a standard internet con-
nection to $100 for high-speed, high-speed internet
access, with the latter being the most expensive. It
is heavy on your pocket so search before investing
your money in it. m
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Unprecedented hot
i@ weather marks climate

chan e in liurope

The toll from a heat dome that originated from a sprawling area
of high pressure over Western Europe is rising and Portugal
alone has reported more than 1,000 deaths linked to the extreme
weather. The Portuguese Institute for Sea and Atmosphere
issued an “orange” hot-weather warning, the maximum level

heat wave that brought record tempera-

tures to Britain and parts of France,

swelled over Central Europe recently,

with scientists warning of “very high
levels” of ozone pollution on the continent.

The toll from a heat dome that originated from
a sprawling area of high pressure over Western Eu-
rope is rising and Portugal alone has reported more
than 1,000 deaths linked to the extreme weather.
The Portuguese Institute for Sea and Atmosphere
issued an “orange” hot-weather warning, the max-
imum level.

Germany’s weather service forecast that the fo-
cus of the heat would shift eastward, after it record-
ed the hottest day of the year so far on July 19, with
temperatures reaching 103.1 degrees (39.5 Celsius)
in the country’s west.

Meanwhile, firefighters in France, Spain,
Greece and Britain battled wildfires exacerbated
by the soaring temperatures. Authorities ordered a
hospital in the Athens area to evacuate.

In London, Mayor Sadig Khan told public
broadcaster BBC that was the city fire service’s bus-
iest day since World War II. An estimated 2,600
calls were made to the London Fire Brigade —
compared with the average of 350 calls a day, Khan
said.

Tinder-dry conditions and extreme heat have
sharply increased the chances of wildfires spread-
ing, according to the European Union’s Copernicus
climate monitoring service. A sizable part of West-
ern Europe was in “extreme fire danger,” it said.
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Along with increased carbon emissions from
the wildfires, “very high levels” of ozone pollution
caused by the heat wave could affect Northern and
Western Europe in the coming days, Copernicus
scientists warn.

At low altitudes, ozone is one of the main ele-
ments of urban smog, the scientists said.

“The potential impacts of very high ozone pol-
lution on human health can be considerable, both
in terms of respiratory and cardiovascular illness,”
Mark Parrington, a senior Copernicus scientist,
said in a statement.

As some experts pointed to the role of human-in-
fluenced climate change in the record-shattering
temperatures, UN Secretary-General AnténioGu-
terres convened a “moment for nature”.

“Our ways of life — based on producing, con-
suming, discarding and polluting — have brought
us to this dire state of affairs,” Guterres said in a
video message.

“But since human activities are at the root of
this planetary emergency, that means we also hold
the key to the solutions. Now is the time to trans-
form our relationship with nature and chart a new
path,” he added.

Recycling has obvious benefits, but the pro-
cess shortens cotton fibres and so usually has to be
mixed with some oil-based material to keep it from
falling apart.

Such trade-offs make it tricky to figure out the
real sustainability rating of clothes— but brands in
Europe will soon have no choice.
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By next year, every item of clothing sold in
France will require a label detailing its precise cli-
mate impact — with a similar rule expected for the
rest of the European Union by 2026.

That means juggling many different and con-
flicting data points: Where and how were its raw
materials grown? What was used to colour it? How
far did it travel? Was the factory powered with solar
energy or coal?

The French Agency for Ecological Transition
(Ademe) is currently testing 11 proposals for how
to collect and compare data — and what the result-
ing label might look like to consumers — using 500
real-life items of clothing.

“The message of the law is clear — it will become
obligatory, so brands need to prepare, to make their
products traceable, to organise the automatic col-
lection of data,” ErwanAutret, one of the coordi-
nators at Ademe, said.

“Some say the models are too simple, some say
they’re too complicated, but it’s a sign of the matu-
rity of the debate that no one questions the need for
these calculations anymore.”

The need for change in fashion is urgent.

Statistics are notoriously hard to verify, but the
UN says the industry is responsible for 10 per cent
of global carbon emissions, as well as a significant
portion of water consumption and waste.

Labels can be a key part of the solution, say
campaigners.

“It will force brands to be more transparent and
informed... to collect data and create long-term rela-
tionships with their suppliers -- all things they’re not
used to doing,” said Victoire Sotto, of The Good
Goods, a fashion and sustainability consultancy.

“Right now it seems infinitely complex,” she
added. “But we’ve seen it applied in other indus-
tries such as medical supplies.”

Seeing how the winds are blowing, the textile
industry has been racing to come up with technical
solutions.

A recent presentation by Premiere Vision, a Par-
is-based textiles conference, highlighted many new
processes including non-toxic leather tanning, dyes
drawn from fruits and waste — and even biodegrad-
able underwear that can be thrown on the compost.

But the key to sustainability is using the right
fabric for the right garment, said Ariane Bigot, Pre-
miere Vision’s deputy head of fashion.

That means synthetic and oil-based fabrics will
still have a place, she said: “A strong synthetic with
a very long lifespan might be right for some uses,
such as an over-garment that needs little washing.”

Capturing all these trade-offs in one simple label
on an item of clothing is therefore tricky.

“It’s very complicated,” said Bigot. “But we
need to get the machine started.”

The French agency is due to collate the results
of its testing phase by next spring before handing
the results to lawmakers.

While many welcome the labels, activists say
this should only be part of a wider crackdown on
the fashion industry.

As some experts pointed to the
role of human-influenced
climate change in the
record-shattering temperatures,
UN Secretary-General
AnténioGuterres convened a
“moment for nature”

“It’s really good to put an emphasis on life-cy-
cle analysis but we need to do something about it
beyond just labels,” said Valeria Botta, of the Envi-
ronmental Coalition on Standards.

“The focus should be on setting clear rules on
product design to ban the worst products from the
market, ban the destruction of returned and unsold
goods, and set production limits,” she said.

“Consumers should not have to fight to find a
sustainable option -- that should be the default.” m
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hief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa has become active to
steer the country out of economic crisis
and sought US help for the immediate

revival of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

loan programme to avoid default.

COAS Qamar Javed Bajwa spoke on phone to
the US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman
to ask for American help in accelerating the IMF
loan revival process for Pakistan.

Army Chief Qamar Javed Bajwa made an ap-
peal for the White House and Treasury Depart-
ment to push the IMF to provide immediately
nearly $1.2 billion bailout that Pakistan is due to
receive under a resumed loan programme.

General Qamar Javed Bajwa also reached out
to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) governments to discuss Pakistan’s mone-
tary arrangement with the International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

This development came just a week after the
top military official spoke to US Deputy Secretary
of State, Wendy Sherman, for Washington’s help
in an early release of funds from the lender.

Earlier this month, the IMF reached a staff-lev-
el agreement with Pakistan for the loan in ques-
tion. However, the loan tranche, which is part
of the IMF’s $6 billion Extended Fund Facility
(EFF) for Pakistan, could not be released as the fi-
nal clearance by the agency’s executive board was
awaited.

It is noteworthy that the global lender is cur-
rently ‘on vacation’ and its board will not meet
again until later this month. The IMF has not giv-
en any specific date for announcing the loan ap-
proval for Pakistan.

Pakistan and the IMF managed to make head-
way on budget measures for 2022-23 in June, with
Islamabad committing to more policy initiatives to
revive the stalled EFF. The agreement resulted in
the introduction of the highly controversial ‘super
tax’ on 13 industries, which included cement, steel,
sugar, oil and gas, fertilizer, LNG, textile, banking,
automotive, drinks, chemicals, and tobacco.

Pakistan began the 39-month, $6 billion IMF
programme in 2019, but only less than half of the
funds have been released so far due to Pakistan’s
inability to meet benchmarks.

“Additionally, in order to support programme
implementation and meet the higher financing
needs in FY23, as well as catalyze additional fi-
nancing, the IMF Board will consider an exten-
sion of the EFF until end-June 2023 and an aug-
mentation of access by SDR 720 million that will
bring the total access under the EFF to about
US$7 billion.”

Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry confirmed that Ba-
jwa and Sherman had held talks.

“I understand (the) conversation has taken
place, but at this stage, I am not in direct knowl-
edge of the content of this discussion,” said Min-
istry spokesman Asimlftikhar.

The officials who spoke to The Associated
Press said the discussion focused on the IMF loan.
They spoke on condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to talk to the media.
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General Bajwa active

for early release of
IMIE bailout
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Army Chief Qamar Javed Bajwa made an appeal for the White
House and Treasury Department to push the IMF to provide
immediately nearly $1.2 billion bailout that Pakistan is due to
receive under a resumed loan programme

Pakistan and the IMF originally signed the
bailout accord in 2019. But the release of a $1.7
billion tranche has been on hold since earlier this
year when the IMF expressed concern about Pa-
kistan’s compliance with the deal’s terms under
Imran Khan’s government.

Khan’s successor, Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif, and his government reached a preliminary
agreement with the IMF earlier this month to re-
vive the bailout package. That agreement was sub-
ject to approval from the fund’s board of directors.

Pakistan had hoped for a quick revival of
the bailout, but the IMF has so far not released

the much-needed instalment, which may have
prompted Bajwa’s call to Washington. It remained
unclear what U.S. officials could do to speed up
the process of the bailout.

There was no immediate comment from Wash-
ington on the phone call.

Bajwa also spoke on phone to the head of U.S

[ TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Central Command in the Mideast, Gen. Michael
Kurilla, according to a military statement. It quot-
ed Kurilla as saying he appreciates the role Paki-
stan plays in the region’s stability and expressing
hopes for further improvement in cooperation
with Pakistan.

Pakistan desperately needs the IMF loan. Ear-
lier in July, the Fund said it would raise the value
of the bailout from $6 billion to $7 billion, if ap-
proved by its executive board, usually considered
a formality.

Shehbaz Sharif has repeatedly blamed the for-
mer prime minister’s government, alleging that
Khan had deliberately violated IMF’s conditions
in order to remain popular among followers at
home.

Analysts say the revival of the IMF bailout will
help Pakistan and encourage other internation-
al financial institutions to engage with the South
Asian country.

Pakistan began the 39-month,
$6 billion IMF programme in
2019, but only less than half of
the funds have been released so
far due to Pakistan’s inability to
meet benchmarks

Sharif’s government has also been in contact
with Washington over reviving the IMF bailout.
Since his ouster, Khan has repeatedly alleged that
his government was toppled under a U.S. plot, a
charge Washington denies.

Since Khan'’s ouster, Pakistan’s currency has
plummeted to an all-time low amid uncertainty
about IMF assistance. The rupee slid to a record
low of about 240 against the dollar last weekend.
Previously, the dollar sold for 225 rupees.

The steady decline in this Islamic nation’s cur-
rency has spread panic among its business com-
munity. Rising food prices and inflation has made
Sharif’s government, now in its four months in
office, highly unpopular. m
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excited to collaborate with CBA to

reinforce our goal of providing easy and accessible financial services to entrepreneurs and small
enterprises. MMBL. and CGBA share the same passion for spurring economic growth through
improved access to finance, so we are thrilled to see where this collaboration leads

akistan’s largest digital bank, Mobilink Mi-
crofinance Bank Limited (MMBL), and
CBA, a leading digital distribution plat-
form working to promote micro-entrepre-
neurship in Pakistan, have joined hands to increase
peoples’ access to premium digital financial services
across the nation. This partnership will strengthen
access to financial products and services through
digital platforms and improve financial literacy.

Chief Finance & Digital Officer MMBL, Sardar
Mohammad Abubakr, and CEO CBA, Ghazan-
far Ali Khan, inked this exciting agreement at the
MMBL Head Office in Islamabad, in the presence
of senior management from both organizations.

MMBL is one of the country’s leading propo-
nents of financial inclusion, wholly committed to
serving marginalized and underserved people while
bridging the digital divide in the country.

The bank leverages its elaborate portfolio of in-
novative digital and financial services to consistently
provide convenient access to banking products and
services to entrepreneurs and Micro, Small, and Me-
dium-sized Enterprises, specifically in remote and
hard-to-access areas. CBA, on the other hand, is the
largest Digital Distribution Platform with more than
20,000 retailers in the country that provides one-stop
retail solutions, including various financial services,
telcos airtime, utility bill payments, digital ticketing,
e-vouchers, mobile handsets purchasing, digital cou-
rier services, and loan repayments.

Addressing the gatheringg CFDO MMBL,
Sardar Mohammad Abubakr, said: “We are excit-
ed to collaborate with CBA to reinforce our goal of
providing easy and accessible financial services to
entrepreneurs and small enterprises. MMBL and
CBA share the same passion for spurring economic
growth through improved access to finance, so we
are thrilled to see where this collaboration leads.”

“Furthermore, our shared digital infrastructure
will come in handy in widening the banking net to
areas that lack physical branches, enabling more
entrepreneurs and SMEs to expand their businesses
and journey further towards the path to sustainabil-
ity,” he added. CEO of CBA, Ghazanfar Ali Khan,
said: “CBA has been working to elevate micro-en-
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trepreneurship by helping SMEs to scale upwards
and attain financial sustainability. We continue to
improve, innovate and collaborate to be able to play
a much larger and impactful role in the industry.”
MMBL is proud to forge alliances with
like-minded organizations to further its mission of
a financially included Pakistan. The bank focus-
es on financially empowering women in Pakistan’s
economic landscape so they can actively contribute
to the sustainable growth and development of the
nation’s economy. Through its diversified financial
services portfolio, MMBL aims to revolutionize the
microfinance ecosystem by implementing digital
reforms in the banking sector. On the other hand,
MMBL launched an exciting new product, Busi-
ness Plus Current Account (BPCA), as part of its
strategic goal to keep supporting and strengthening

The bank leverages its elaborate
portfolio of innovative digital
and financial services to
consistently provide convenient
access to banking products and
services to entrepreneurs and
Micro, Small, and
Medium-sized Enterprises,
specifically in remote and
hard-to-access areas

businesses across the nation. Designed to facilitate
entrepreneurs, especially Small and Medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs), the BPCA provides access to
essential financial tools and services to support the
sustainability and digitalization of business ventures.

The BPCA, a first of its kind in the microfinance
industry, will provide exclusive banking services to
business and corporate entities across Pakistan and
help stabilize cash flows and positively impact reve-
nue streams. With the Bank’s dedication to introduc-
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ing innovative digital banking solutions, the BPCA
is the latest addition to MMBL’s diverse portfolio
of digital financial products and services, in a bid to
promote financial inclusion and encourage SMEs
and home-based business owners to maximize their
potential and become financially independent. By
providing access to a range of financial services
through the BPCA, the new account will help in-
crease the footprint and outreach of businesses, ul-
timately contributing to Pakistan’s economic and
financial landscape.

The product was launched in Islamabad by
MMBL President & CEO GhazanfarAzzam, in
the presence of company executives. Sharing his
thoughts on the launch of BPCA, Azzam stated,
“We are thrilled to launch this ground-breaking
product that will provide increased access to seam-
less digital financial solutions for a wide range of
businesses and their ever-evolving financial needs.
MMBL is dedicated to financially empowering en-
terprises by facilitating simplified access to tailored
digital financial services.” Atta Ur Rehman, Chief
Branch Business Officer, shared some additional key
features of the BPCA that included account opening
with a minimum balance of PKR 100, access to a
wide range of offerings such as pay orders/bankers
cheques, accidental life insurance coverage of up
to PKR 2 million, free ATM/Debit card, increased
interbank fund transfer limits up to PKR 1.5 mil-
lion/day, daily ATM withdrawal limits up to PKR
200,000 across any bank ATM machine without any
additional charges, and much more.

With the Business Plus Current Account, SMEs
and corporate customers can enjoy maximum bene-
fits for free by maintaining an average monthly bal-
ance of PKR 25,000/. Entrepreneurs and business
owners can easily open the BPCA by registering on
the DOST App — MMBL'’s premium digital financial
services platform and filling out the account open-
ing form online on MMBL'’s website or visiting their
nearest MMBL branch.

Through its diversified services portfolio, MMBL
is expanding its award-winning innovative financial
products across various sectors to meet the growing
needs of SMEs and corporate entities in Pakistan. m
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Pakistan’s exports
to China post
substantial increase

akistan’s exports to China have registered

an 11% increase in the first half of this

year and with this momentum, it is likely

to reach $4 billion by the end of the calen-
dar fiscal year.

Pakistan’s export to China crossed $1.918 bil-
lion in the first half of this year, up 10.97 per cent
from $1.728 billion in the same period of the pre-
vious year, which continue to increase on yearly
basis, shows the official data from the General Ad-
ministration of Customs of the People’s Republic
of China (GACC).

According to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
Pakistan exported goods worth $2.78 billion during
the twelve months of the fiscal year 2021-22 against
the exports of $2.04 billion during last year, show-
ing an increase of 36.08 per cent.

In the first half of this year, the total volume
of trade between China and Pakistan increased
nearly 15 per cent amounting to $ 14.39 billion as
compared with the same period in 2021 which was
$12.55 billion due to COVID-19.

Compared with data relating first half of 2021,
Pakistan’s exports to China in January 2021 in-
creased by 17.80% amounting to $382.22 million; in
February it was up by nearly 30% crossing $287.65
million; in March it increased by 7.23% amount-
ing to $367.71 million; COVID-19 impacted Paki-
stan’s exports in April causing a decrease of 21.15%
standing at $283.53 million; in May it increased
nearly 3% reaching $280.97 million while in June
it increased by nearly 54% crossing $316.36 million.

An economic expert said that China has opened
up its market for Pakistani goods. The two coun-
tries can benefit from long-term relationships and
Pakistani traders can export more goods to China
which is the second largest economy in the world.

Pakistan can become a food basket for China be-
cause the Chinese market is huge with good buying
power. Therefore Pakistan should take advantage
of its good relationship which can relocate its in-
dustries and technologies to Pakistan to increase its
exports to China and around the globe, he added.

On the other hand, Although Pakistani man-
goes have a relatively little presence in China, last
year our exports of mangoes to China increased
more than 10 times to reach 37 tons and we are
confident that this growth momentum will contin-
ue,” HussainHaider, Consul General of Pakistan in
Shanghai said.

Addressing the 2022 Pakistan Mango Festival
and Pakistan Promotion Conference, the Consul
General maintained that Pakistan attaches high im-
portance to its trade and investment relations with
China, Pakistan’s largest trading partner.

In 2021, our bilateral trade increased 58% to
reach $28 billion. In the first 6 months of 2022, bi-
lateral trade increased by more than 15%. We be-
lieve that this year, bilateral trade will surpass $30
billion. Still, an immense potential exists to increase
bilateral trade. Cooperation in the food sector can
contribute to realizing this potential, the Consul
General explained.

Zhao Haofang, Secretary-General of the Chi-
na-Europe Association for Technical and Econom-
ic Cooperation, introduced that “the event airlifted
150 kilograms of mangoes from Pakistan and invit-
ed 60 companies which have directly operated fruit
stores in Shanghai. “We hope that through today’s
activity, we can expand the recognition of Pakistani
mango in the Shanghai fruit industry and expand
the market for Pakistani mangoes in China”.

GaoXu, Chairman of Rui Feng Culture Media
(Shanghai) Co., Ltd said the annual mango output
in Pakistan is 1.8 million tons, which has a great
potential for exports. We hope to take mangoes as
an opportunity to build a bridge of China-Pakistan
exchanges and let more people know about the
business opportunities in Pakistan, including tour-
ism and culture.

Apart from mango on the occasion, Pakistani
sporting goods, leather goods, textile garments and
gemstones were put on display.

Ambassador of China, NongRong said Chi-
na was eager to support Pakistan in pursuing its
development model appropriate for the circum-
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Pakistan can become a food basket for China because the
Chinese market is huge with good buying power. Therefore
Pakistan should take advantage of its good relationship with
China which can relocate its industries and technologies to
Pakistan to increase its exports to China and around the globe

stances on the ground because the two countries
were all-weather friends. Ambassador Rong that
said through China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), Beijing was also eager to expand its ex-
changes in the area of governance, such as lowering
poverty-level and raising the living standard of the
people.

He also praised the Communist Party of China
(CPC), whose initiatives had profoundly changed
China.

He said that the upcoming 20th Congress of

destabilize Asia and generate a new type of confron-
tation, something Asia cannot afford in these chal-
lenging times.

Pakistan, he said, was firmly committed to the
One-China Policy and to preserving, promoting and
protecting the strategic partnership with China.

Vice President and Editor-in-Chief of China
International Communications Group (CICG),
GaoAnming stressed deepening high-quality coop-
eration under the Belt and Road Initiative and active-
ly promoting the construction of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor.

CPC would make plans

for the future and set new Amphassador Rong said through
China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), China was
also eager to expand its
exchanges in the area of
governance, such as lowering
poverty-level and raising the
standard of living of the people

objectives that would be ac-
complished by working to-
gether to benefit all. China
and Pakistan are strategic
allies that have consistent-
ly stood by one another
through tough times.
Chairman of the De-
fense Committee of the
Senate and Chairman of
Pakistan-China Institute,
Senator  MushahidHus-
sainSayed at the outset,

Global development is
inseparable from connectiv-
ity and open cooperation.

The joint construction
of the “Belt and Road”
pursues development, advo-
cates win-win results, and
conveys hope.

After the opening re-
marks, a joint research pub-
lication titled ‘“Pakistan’s
View On Governance Of
China In The New Era
(2012-2022): Perception

extended congratulations

to China on the 95th Anniversary of the founding
of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) which was
especially celebrated at the GHQ as a gesture of
goodwill.

Senator MushahidHussain lauded the close
cooperation between Pakistan Army and PLA, in-
cluding the comments by Pakistan COAS, General
Bajwa, that both armies were ‘brother in arms.’

He said such provocations had the potential to
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and Inspiration” was re-
leased by Ambassador (R) Aizaz Ahmed Chaudhry,
former Foreign Secretary and currently DG, Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies. While presenting the pa-
per, Aizaz Chaudhry said that China had climbed
the ladder of development much faster than other
countries. Under Mao Zedong, China focussed on
three key areas: universal education, mobilization
of women in the workforce, and mobilization of
people in the workforce. m
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How to exercise

safel
weather?

in hot

In general, the elderly, children, women and people with

underlying health conditions, are at greater risk and more

susceptible to the adverse effects of heat stress. So these groups

may want to give exercise a miss when the temperatures heat

up. But even if youre a generally healthy, active person, it’s still

important to take caution if you decide to exercise

hen summer temperatures soar, the

idea of working out might be the

furthest thing from your mind. But

just because it’s hot doesn’t mean
you can'’t still squeeze a workout in if you want to,
though there are a few adjustments you may need
to make to your normal routine.

In general, the elderly, children, women and
people with underlying health conditions, are at
greater risk and more susceptible to the adverse ef-
fects of heat stress. So these groups may want to
give exercise a miss when the temperatures heat
up. But even if you're a generally healthy, active
person, it’s still important to take caution if you
decide to exercise.

‘When the stress of exercise and heat combine, a
large strain is placed on the human body in order to
reduce body temperature. One of the most notice-
able ways our body responds is through sweating
which is an important part of our body’s primary
cooling mechanism: evaporation. This is why our
bodies sweat more when it’s hot outside or when
we’re working out.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

There’s also a greater demand for our cardio-
vascular system. When we exercise, our muscles
need adequate blood flow in order to be able to
continue moving. When it’s hot, the heart needs
to work even harder to divert blood to the skin’s
surface, where it’s cooled and returned for re-cir-
culation.

This not only makes exercise feel harder on a
hot day but also tells why prolonged exercise in the
heat can lead to dehydration. This can also make
it harder for the heart, muscles and lungs to work
properly as a result.

If you are thinking of exercising on a hot day,
here are some of the best things you can do to beat
the heat:

Stay hydrated

Make sure you’re hydrated before you even
think about exercising. Pale yellow urine is typ-
ically the best way to tell if you're hydrated well
enough. During exercise, consume fluids in small
amounts often, and keep them cool by leaving
them in the shade or storing them in an insulated
bottle.

[ TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

You might also want to consider adding elec-
trolyte tablets to your water. Not only do these im-
prove taste they also ensure essential minerals (in-
cluding sodium and potassium) lost through sweat
are replaced. Finally, make sure you re-hydrate
after your workout with either cool water, a sports
drink, or even a glass of milk, which offers protein
and electrolytes.

Lower exercise intensity

Start your workout gradually and lower your
intensity to accommodate for the higher heart
rate and increase in perceived exertion. Consider
temporarily swapping your outdoor exercise for in-
door activities too, such as an air-conditioned gym
workout or swimming if you can.

Plan ahead

Pay attention to weather forecasts before you
set off and complete your exercise in the early
morning or late evening when outdoor tempera-
tures and solar heat are lower.

Dress appropriately

Wear loose-fitting, light-coloured and breath-
able clothing so that your sweat can evaporate
more easily, helping your body cool. Take a hat
and sunglasses, too. Importantly apply strong, wa-
ter-resistant sun cream (at least SPF 30 or above)
30 minutes before starting to avoid sunburn.

Change it up

Avoid exercising in urban areas if you can. Seek
a cooler place for exercise that offers green space,
shade and even surrounding water. If running, do

There’s also a greater demand
for our cardiovascular system.
When we exercise, our
muscles need adequate blood
flow in order to be able to
continue moving. When it’s hot,
the heart needs to work even
harder to divert blood to the
skin’s surface, where it’s cooled
and returned for re-circulation

so in loops to enable cool drinks can be left at con-
venient places to re-hydrate. You might also want
to consider working out with a friend so you can
both keep an eye on each other.

Combine cooling methods

Use both internal (such as eating an ice pop or
drinking cold water) and external (such as wearing
an ice vest or cold towel) cooling methods before,
during and after a workout. Running your hands,
forearms and feet under cold water is also effective
at reducing temperature. But nothing beats a cold
shower — or even an ice bath — before and after ex-
ercising.

Listen to your body

Heat illness can be life-threatening, so it’s im-
portant to be as cautious as possible when exercis-
ing on a hot day. Keep an eye on your heart rate
and listen to how your body feels. Symptoms of
heat illness include headache, dizziness, confu-
sion, excess sweating, muscle cramps (including in
the stomach), sickness, severe fatigue and unusu-
ally heavy breathing or high heart rate. Listen to
your body, modify your workout and stop if you're
not feeling well. The body does however responds
surprisingly quickly to the heat. After five to ten
days of exercising in hot temperatures, your body
is better able to handle it and you may have a lower
risk of heat illness. That being said, it’s still import-
ant to use common sense if you decide to exercise
during hot weather, by modifying your workout
and listening to your body.

If you think you have a heat illness, try to cool
your body down as fast as possible by immersing
or dousing in cool water or fanning yourself off in
the shade. Emergency support should be sought if
it’s serious. m
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The Uzbek Ambassador said that Pakistan and Uzbekistan
have an importantrole to play in providing trade and economic
integration to the SCO member countries, which will usher in a
new era of economic integration for all member countries

mbassador of Uzbekistan to Pakistan,
AybekArifUsmanov said that the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
bloc had a significant role in economic
and trade integration among the member countries.

He said this year, Uzbekistan took over the chair-
manship of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO), which was facing a number of challenges at
present. As the chair of the SCO, Uzbekistan was due
to host the annual summit 2022 of the SCO Heads
of State Council on September 15-16 in Samarkand.

Economic and trade relations among the mem-
bers of the SCO are very important, which will lead
to economic and trade integration among these
countries, he said. The Ambassador said that the
SCO meeting would be held in Uzbekistan from
September 15 this year. In the upcoming conference,
transit trade and commercial cooperation among the
members will be very important topics coming under
discussion in different sessions. He said that member
countries will also talk about establishing industrial
zones and in this regard, the first industrial zone of
SCO countries will be established in the city of Sa-
markand, Uzbekistan. He said that for the first time,
discussions on the promotion of digital transforma-
tion and poverty reduction in the member countries
will also be the subjects to benefit from all members
that they will have an opportunity to share their expe-
riences with others on these counts.

The Ambassador said that the eradication of
poverty and economic development will be the main
focus of this conference, which will provide an op-
portunity for mutual cooperation to hold dialogue on
this vital topic. He expressed the hope that the Prime

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Minister of Pakistan, Shehbaz Sharif, would partici-
pate in the SCO conferences exclusively.

The Uzbek Ambassador said that Pakistan and
Uzbekistan have an important role to play in pro-
viding trade and economic integration to the SCO
member countries, which will usher in a new era of
economic integration for all member countries.

He said that SCO member countries could play
a key role in global and regional economic and trade
integration in the current scenario. The SCO has im-
portant member countries in terms of geo-economic
and geopolitical position, including developed econ-
omies, which can play an important role in the de-
velopment of global and regional economies through
this organizational platform, he said. The Ambas-
sador said that technology, information technology
and renewable energy would be the major topics at
the SCO summit this year which would help in re-
shaping trade and economic relations between the
member countries. There will also be sessions on tele-
medicine at the Summit this year, which has led to
the introduction of many facets in the medical field
after Covid-19, which could open up new avenues for
economic cooperation among the member states, he
said. He said that at the same time, member states
were likely to sign agreements on renewable energy.
The Ambassador said that the leadership of the SCO
countries, including the Central Asian countries, was
now fully committed to the economic and trade inte-
gration of the member countries as well as to promot-
ing bilateral trade and economic activities.

Ambassador Usmanov said that facilities and road
and rail links were very important in bilateral and
transit trade which would increase economic activi-
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ties among the SCO countries. In response to another
question, he said that the implementation of the Pref-
erential Trade Agreement (PTA) between Pakistan
and Uzbekistan was being carried out to increase bi-
lateral trade. The Ambassador said that negotiations
would be held every year to review the PTA between
the two countries to make it more productive for both
sides. He further said that the two countries had on-
line discussions in this regard, in which the process of
discussion on tariff rationalization was continuing,.
He said that at this time mutual trade barriers and
customs issues were major between both countries
and for resolving the same both countries were work-
ing to devise a mechanism. In response to another
question, he said that a transit trade agreement had
been signed between Pakistan and Uzbekistan during
the last year, which had a very important role in pro-
moting mutual trade. Related to this, transport and
logistics were also important sectors and the govern-
ments of the two countries were holding negotiations
for bringing about improvements therein.

The Ambassador of Uzbekistan said that rail and
road connectivity was a pivot for regional trade and
economic integration in our region. He said that the
governments of Pakistan and Uzbekistan were im-
plementing a comprehensive plan for increasing the
mutual trade between the two countries and for the
promotion of trade in the future.

China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,
Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan are members of
the SCO whose secretariat is in Beijing. Besides Ne-
pal, Azerbaijan, Armenia and Cambodia will receive
observer status. To build a closer SCO community
with a shared future, the Chinese top diplomat put
forward a five-point proposal.

First, the SCO countries should cement solidarity
and coordination. In accordance with the purposes
and principles enshrined in the SCO Charter and
the Treaty on Good-neighbourliness, Friendship and
Cooperation among the SCO members, they should
strengthen the foundation of mutual trust, support
each other on issues of core interests and major con-
cerns, and safeguard the sovereignty, security and de-
velopment interests.

Second, the SCO members need to better ensure
regional security. They should implement the concept
of common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustain-
able security, and oppose confrontation between fac-
tions or behaviours that undermine regional stability.

Third, the SCO countries should promote sus-
tainable development. They need to pursue peo-
ple-centred development, carry out more cooperation
projects that are sustainable and beneficial to people’s
well-being, and deepen high-quality Belt and Road
cooperation.

Fourth, the SCO members should adhere to mul-
tilateralism. They need to oppose propagating the

China, India, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan are
members of the SCO whose

secretariat is in Beijing. Besides
Nepal, Azerbaijan, Armenia and

Cambodia will receive the

observer status

false narrative of “democracy against authoritarian-
ism” and creating rifts in the international communi-
ty. They should resolutely promote genuine multilat-
eralism, advocate the common values of all mankind,
and work to improve global governance.

Fifth, the SCO countries should enhance the con-
struction of the Organization. They need to enlarge
the group in a steady and orderly manner, take into
account geographical factors, take more observer
states in its fold, and dialogue partners while accept-
ing new members, so that more countries that share
the same cooperation concepts can obtain a corre-
sponding legal status in a way that the comprehensive
strength of the SCO will increase and its openness
and inclusiveness will be shown. m
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oogle Maps

is launching

a few new

features, and,
after a decade of trying,
Google is finally launch-
ing Street View in India.
What took so long?

First up, we have a
few new features from
Google’s latest blog post.
Cyclists will now see a
lot more information ex-
plaining what a route will

Free download: flare.pk
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Google Maps gets
3D imagery on
mobile, detailed

to launch Street View in
India for the last decade.
Google originally tried
launching the service in
India in 2011, but the ob-
jections from the Indian
government put an end to
Google’s data collection.
Google tried again in
2016 by submitting plans
to the government, but
they were again reject-
ed. Both times the gov-
ernment cited concerns

photographing

[ J [ ] [ J
be like. Maps now break about
down a route by percent- “sensitive defence instal-

ages, showing how long
you’ll be in a marked bike
line, a shared path, on a
steep hill, or on a major
road. The route selection
screen is also able to break
down routes into catego-
ries like “more bike lanes”
and “less turns.”

Location sharing is
now getting notifications.
If any friends or family
members share their lo-
cation with you, you'll
soon be able to watch a
certain area and get noti- §
fied when they arrive or
leave. Google imagines
that if you’re all meeting
up somewhere, you can
flag that location and get
a push notification when
each person arrives. This
would also be great to
know when someone
lands at an airport.

As always, location
sharing is a tricky privacy
balance, so here’s what
Google says: “We’ve built
this feature with privacy
at the forefront. Notifica-
tions can only be set for
someone who has already
chosen to share their loca-
tion with you. The person
who’s shared their loca-
tion with you will receive
multiple reminders to let
them know—including
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Google is also launching “photorealistic aerial views of nearly
100 of the world’s most popular landmarks.” Google’s blog
post is not super clear about what we’re getting.

lations,” and Street View
never got off the ground.
(Google blurs out tons of
map data by request in
other countries, but for
some reason, that wasn’t
an acceptable solution).
The reason for the sudden
relaunch of Street View is
a new Indian geospatial
policy that was launched
last year. Google still isn’t
allowed to collect data,
but it can now license
that data from local com-
panies.

Licensing the data is
not the standard operat-
ing procedure for Goo-
gle. That’s certainly how
Maps got started, but
today, Google prefers to
collect everything itself,
because that data is a
huge competitive advan-
tage. If you include con-
tractors, Google Maps is
Google’s largest division
by headcount. The com-
pany employs an army
of Street View drivers
and other Maps data col-
lectors to map the entire
world. Owning all this
map data doesn’t just let
Google deny access to
direct competitors, it also
lets Google resell the data
to any developers who
need to build mapping

both a push notification

in the Maps app and an

email, along with recurring monthly emails. As al-
ways, you're in control: you choose to stop sharing
your location or block someone from setting notifi-
cations altogether.” Google is also launching “pho-
torealistic aerial views of nearly 100 of the world’s
most popular landmarks.” Google’s blog post is
not super clear about what we’re getting. What is
clear is that we’re finally getting some kind of 3D,
Google-Earth-style imagery on a phone, which
previously wasn’t possible in the mobile Google
Maps app. There is a “3D” button on desktop
Google Maps, which launches the Google Earth
dataset, but on mobile, you’'ve only ever had a flat
satellite view or untextured 3D blocks of buildings.
Google Earth has its own app on mobile, which
previously made a lot more sense because it takes
an incredible amount of computing power, which
your phone didn’t necessarily have.

The big question, though, is: “Is this an Im-
mersive View”? Google previously announced
“Immersive View” at Google I/0 as a super-am-
bitious new detail layer for desktop and mobile
Google Maps, which raises the graphical fidelity to
new heights. The feature basically turns the service
into SimCity, with simulated, animated 3D traffic,
realistic water reflections, animated birds, clouds,
and time-of-day lighting. Google does not say that
Immersive View is launching soon, but instead that

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

this new 3D feature is “the first step toward launch-
ing immersive view.” That makes it sound like this
feature is somehow more limited than Immersive
View, but then Google’s gif detailing the feature
contradicts that statement by showing the exact
same London Immersive View footage that was
demoed at 1/0. You can see moving cars, clouds
and weather, reflective water, and shadows. That

Maps are also revamping their
bicycle routes and
location-sharing feature.
Cyclists will be able to look up
bike routes and check for
increased vehicle traffic, steep
hills or staircases

sure looks like an Immersive View to me. We’ll
have to see what rolls out.

Lastly, Google Maps Street View is finally com-
ing to India. India is the world’s second-largest
population and, a major focus for Google, so it
might be surprising to hear that Street View didn’t
already exist there. Google hasn’t been allowed

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

functionality into their

apps. Google still isn’t al-
lowed to collect geospatial data in India, though.
So Google now has two partners in the country,
companies called Tech Mahindra and Genesys.
Street View in India is first launching in 10 cities,
and Google plans to map 50 Indian cities by the
end of the year. Because this data is also available
to other competitors, though, local service Map-
mylIndia is also launching 360°-image views along
roughly the same trajectory.

According to a blog post from Maps’ director
of product, Amanda Leicht Moore, aerial views
are the “first step” in the immersive view launch,
which was originally announced at the Google I/0
event in May. To see if aerial images are available
for a particular site, open the Maps app, search for
the landmark and scroll to the Photos section. The
feature is being compared to Apple Maps’ Flyover,
which allows you to tour a city or landmark in 3D,
with VR effects. Google Maps’ aerial views are
available to iOS and Android users globally.

Maps are also revamping their bicycle routes
and location-sharing feature. Cyclists will be able
to look up bike routes and check for increased ve-
hicle traffic, steep hills or staircases. Riders can
compare routes for multiple road types to better
prepare for their trip. The new navigation upgrade
will roll out in the coming weeks for hundreds of
cities. m
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Discreet spending
saves much of

problems

Boredom is amajor cause of overspending and until it's pointed
out, most people don’t realise how much of a problem it can be.
Unfortunately, this is one of the hardest causes of overspending
to conquer because it requires a surprising amount of self-
discipline and effort to avoid boredom

verspending will always have a negative

effect on your budget. Spending beyond

what you can afford and running up cost-

ly debt must be limited to lead a healthy
financial life, according to financial experts.

Spending beyond your means can also distract
you from your financial goals. Coupled with growing
inflation and rising interest rates, overspending has
the potential to push more people into high-interest
credit card debt, finance experts informed Flare.

Shopping is the primary reason people overspend,
with 54 per cent of respondents admitting to this, ac-
cording to a survey conducted byFlare team.

The percentage of consumers who reported over-
spending on dining out at restaurants and tea bars tri-
pled compared with 2021, the survey found.

Peer pressure

People are social beings; it might, therefore, be
difficult to decline invitations to parties or dinners,
says TalibHussainMalhi, CEO of Digital Company.

Most families overspend because they want to
keep up with their friends and relatives, according to
WaseemNadeem, an assistant at Nishat Hotel.

“I know families who are struggling to pay
monthly instalments for expensive cars and stopped
regular investments to keep up with their loan pay-
ments,” he says.

“One should not splurge and overspend to im-
press others. Accept the fact that expenses should not
be beyond your capacity to pay back.”

Boredom

Boredom is a major cause of overspending and

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

until it’s pointed out, most people don’t realise how
much of a problem it can be, one Waleed Akhtar says.

“Unfortunately, this is one of the hardest causes
of overspending to conquer because it requires a sur-
prising amount of self-discipline and effort to avoid
boredom,” he says.

“It’s best to figure out the situations in life that re-
sult in boredom and try to fill them with a more pro-
ductive habit, such as finding a workout partner and
hitting the gym every day after work, starting a side
hustle or part-time job or trying to build a business.”

There is the idea that to be
happier, we need more, she
says. But accepting this
messaging might result in high
credit card debt

Most of us are impulsive and spend without hav-
ing a budget in place or understanding the after-ef-
fects of the purchase, he says.

Spend only on products and services you need
now or in the immediate future. Control impulsive
spending and postpone the decision to buy the same
day, he suggests.

Marketing offers

People tend to get carried away with buy-one-get-
one-free offers and discounts designed to motivate

[ TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

them to overspend, according to IrfanQadir, CEO of
Siwa Group.

“People spend more than needed on offers such
as spend a minimum of Rs200 and get 25 per cent
off,” he says.

“To be eligible for this 25 per cent discount, you
have to buy from the same store again, which eventu-
alty leads us to spend more. It’s a vicious cycle.”

Advertising conveys the idea that we need to look
a specific way to be presentable, said one Irsa.

There is the idea that to be happier, we need more,
she says. But accepting this messaging might result in
high credit card debt, Irsa says.

“When aiming to remain within budget, place
more emphasis on needs rather than wants,” he says.

Misuse of credit cards

Although credit cards provide convenience and
make keeping track of expenses simple, they also
provide a path to massive debt, Irsa says.

Individuals who pay with a credit card instead of
cash can spend up to 18 per cent more, she says, cit-
ing research by US data analytics company Dun &
Bradstreet.

‘“Halt the cycle: use cash when shopping in places
where you tend to splurge to force yourself to stay
inside your spending limit,” Irsa says.

Credit cards encourage you to spend more and
offer options to pay only the minimum monthly in-
stalment, Irsa says.

Banks will only earn if you pay the minimum
amount on your balance, so they will encourage con-
sumers to do it, she says.

“Buy-now-pay-later strategies have been the talk
of the town, especially in the automotive industry,”
she says.

“Do not get carried away with such offers unless
you really need the product.”

Special occasions

People tend to frequently overspend on special
events, such as birthdays or Eids, and marriages.

By setting up special savings accounts designated
exclusively for certain expenses on such events, you
can budget for occasional costs, one ZohaibFayyaz

says.

“Have you noticed how many luxury holidays
people in Pakistan seem to take compared with coun-
terparts living in their home country?” ZohaibFayyaz
says.

“A cap needs to be placed on excessive spending
in this way or else it will eat away at everything that is
being earned. The key to stopping spending too much
money in these ways is to create better money habits
in your daily life.”

Try to replace these activities and habits with a
more virtuous way of living, he says.

Creating spending rules is perhaps a more effec-
tive way, rather than coming up with a plan that puts
a restriction on how much you can spend, said Zo-
haibFayyaz.

A budget can be a numerical rule that’s hard to
follow because it encompasses all our different ex-
penses, he says.

“Action-based rules tend to be easier to maintain
over the long term. An example of this rule is to only
pay with cash when you go out to eat with friends
— this way, you can’t overspend because you literally
don’t have the money.”

Ignoring petty expenses

Most people tend to ignore petty expenses. For in-
stance, people use their cars to go to nearby or walk-
able locations. Or, most individuals use Salik even on
public holidays when there is relatively no traffic. Try
to use alternative roads when one is not in a hurry,”
suggests one Jazib.

“Avoid wasting utilities such as the air condition-
er and electricity and switch off appliances when not
needed. Also, avoid buying expensive gifts on birth-
days, anniversaries and other celebrations,” Jazib
added.

Lending money to friends

It’s important to help friends, but it’s even more
important to take care of one’s financial health, one
Mr Connor says.

Always track your loans to friends closely and
make sure they stay within a balanced budget, he
suggested. m
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vivo Yoo astonishes
- Pakistani tech experts with its
" long battery life

Y55

44W FlashCharge
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All the tech reviewers were in awe of the vivo Yo5 and they believed that it is the future of
smartphones. The Y55 is the finest option for consumers looking for a smartphone that offers
great performance and features as well as long-lasting functionality

ith each passing day, we are wit-

nessing breakthrough innovations

in smartphones. vivo, has long

been considered a pioneer in rev-
olutionizing smartphone technology. As smart-
phones have become an everyday essential for us,
they must perform with utmost efficiency! Besides
this, a smartphone should have long battery life for
our long workdays as well as tons of storage. For
this, you can drop the search as the vivo Y55 got
you covered!

£ g

a1 P

Post the smartphone’s launch in Pakistan, vivo
collaborated with leading Pakistani tech reviewers
who shared overwhelming responses and reasons
as to why vivo Y55 is a must-have. Here is what
they had to say about the vivo Y55!

Tamoor Pardesi, a renowned YouTuber from
Pakistan, recently got his hands on the new vivo
Y55 and tested the device to see what all the pre-
launch hype was about! He posted live stories

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

on his social media platforms while testing the
phone’s credibility in real-time. After running a
24-hour test on the device’s battery life, he was
blown away by its battery capacity.

Post the smartphone’s launch in
Pakistan, vivo collaborated with
leading Pakistani tech reviewers
who shared overwhelming
responses and reasons as to
why vivo Y55 is a must-have

Ali Abbas, better known as Mastech, also test-
ed the battery life of vivo Y55 and found the re-
sults astonishing. The Y55 is supported by 44W
FlashCharge which enables users to fully charge
their phone in a surprisingly short period of time
and provides the device with enough power to last
the entire day.

Moina Shah from PhoneWorld, jumped on the
bandwagon and tested the battery life of vivo’s lat-
est Y55 for 24 hours herself. She started the test
with 60% charged vivo Y55 and after intensely us-
ing it for the entire day, the phone still had 15%
battery left. Now, how cool is that?

Popular tech experts — WhatMobile, Khalid
Technical, How to Urdu and Talha Reviews, were
also taken aback by the battery capacity. They en-
joyed performing the overall test and emphasized

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

on the phone’s long battery life and expressed their
admiration for it.

The phone is also equipped with the Qual-
comm Snapdragon® 680 6nm, a powerful proces-
sor capable enough to support heavy load tasks on
the phone for extended periods of time without
a lag. So, you can continue to be out and about,
completing tasks efficiently using just one device
— the vivo Y55.

ZWATN

All the tech reviewers were in awe of the vivo
Y55 and they believed that it is the future of smart-
phones. The Y55 is the finest option for consumers
looking for a smartphone that offers great perfor-
mance and features as well as long-lasting func-
tionality. vivo has always believed in catering to its
customers’ evolving needs and the launch of this
latest Y series member— vivo Y55 proves just that!

Experts have approved and tested the device.
So, what are you waiting for? Get your hands on
one today! m
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NATIONAL NEWS

‘The soul of our organization is to em-
power lives and livelihoods of women

Islamabad: Reiterating the
company’s commitment to ad-
dressing the gender diversity and
inclusion gaps in the larger com-
munity, Jazz CEO Aamir
Ibrahim, in a recent interview,
stated that, “The soul of our or-
ganization is to empower lives
and livelihoods of women
through technology. It’s our fun-
damental belief that technology
is the greatest equalizer and can
help us overcome gender dispar-
ity.”

According to the Global
Gender Gap Index report 2022
released by the World Economic
Forum (WEF), Pakistan is sec-
ond worst on the global gender

through tech’: Jazz CEO

parity index ranking 145 out of
146 countries. As per the GSMA,
the global industry association of

mobile network operators, the
country has some of the widest
mobile gender gaps where 33%

fewer women own mobile de-
vices relative to men, whereas
38% fewer women use mobile in-
ternet as compared to their male
counterparts .

“These are alarming statistics
and by adopting a collective ac-
tion approach we must act ur-
gently. Without equal access to
internet and technology, women
are not able to participate in the
digital society. Holding them
back affects every aspect of their
lives, including their ability to
participate in the economy, speak
out and campaign on issues that
affect them,” he added.

Jazz is dedicated to enhanc-
ing diversity and women’s em-

powerment within its business
model and focuses on uplifting
women in the society through the
power of the internet. Female
specific products and services are
designed to help address many of
the wider gender inequalities by
digitally enabling them access to
health, financial, and other life-
enhancing services.

Jazz is one of the first mobile
operators that has 31% female
representation at Executive Com-
mittee level, enabling it to take
well rounded commercial as well
as people decisions. It’s an equal
opportunity employer and is cre-
ating and nurturing an inclusive
and empowering culture.m

Latest blockbuster movies, TV shows and originals on
Tamasha partnered with STARZPLAY

Islamabad: Tamasha, Pak-
istan’s Over the Top (OTT)
video platform has entered into
apartnership with STARZ-
PLAY whereby it will now be
offering the latest Hollywood
and Pakistani movies, TV
shows, kids content, and web
series for local audience.

Tamashaprovides  latest
movies, TV shows, web series,
Live TV and sports streaming
for users in Pakistan. In addi-
tion, the platform regularly
does live game shows and
quizzes during live sports
events, giving its users a chance
to win grand prizes.

Talking about this develop-
ment, Aamer Ejaz, Chief Dig-
ital  Officer, Jazz said,
“Tamasha’s collaboration with
STARZPLAY is to further en-
rich its offering and to provide
the internet users in Pakistan

with quality and healthy enter-

tainment. On top of our Live

TV use cases, we have seen the

audience getting really at-
tracted to video on demand
content as they like to indulge
in on-the-go entertainment. In-
creasing smartphone and inter-
net penetration and the hunger
for video content just reaffirms
our resolve to make Tamasha
the leading OTT video plat-
form in Pakistan.”

Arif Baig Mohamed,
Chairman, Cinepax Cinemas
stated, “This partnership aligns
with our vision of enabling mil-
lions of Pakistanis to stream
high quality STARZPLAY TV
shows and movies. This ven-
ture will enable us to enhance
the viewership of our premium
global shows such as
FR.I.E.N.D.S, the James Bond
box-set and STARZPLAY orig-
inal productions; Karachi Divi-
sion and Mumkin, on state of
the art Tamasha platform."s

Ufone 4G supports livelihoods of local community in Murree

Islamabad: Pakistani tele-
com company, Ufone 4G has
donated pushcarts and food
stalls to local community
members in Murree to help
them earn a decent livelihood
for themselves and their fam-
ilies. The initiative is an ex-
tension of Ufone 4G’s
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility programme, designed to
create a shared impact for so-
ciety.

Station Commander Mur-
ree handed over the pushcarts
and food stalls to deserving
members of the community
during a ceremony held at
Murree Hills Cantonment.

Amir Pasha, Group Head PR
and Corporate Communica-

tion PTCL & Ufone along
with senior executives from

the company and Canton-

ment Executive Officer Mur-
ree Hills Cantonment, Arfeen

Zubair also attended the cere-
mony, alongside government
officials, local leaders and

media personnel.

Sharing his thoughts re-
garding the initiative, Amir
Pasha, Group Head PR and
Corporate Communication
PTCL & Ufone, said: “We
are glad to lend a helping
hand to the local community
of Murree so that they can
improve their incomes and
economic conditions. They
work hard and we believe that
a little push will go a long
way in helping them achieve
financial stability and pros-
perity in their lives. Ufone 4G
is a Pakistani company there-
fore, it is always on the look-
out for opportunities to create

shared value for our people.”

Speaking at the ceremony,
Arfeen Zubair, Cantonment
Executive Officer Murree
Hills Cantonment said: “I
thank Ufone 4G on behalf of
the entire local community of
Murree for extending a help-
ing hand when it was most
needed. It is heartening to
witness a leading telecom
player stepping up to foster
welfare and social wellbeing
in the society. It sets a posi-
tive precedent for other play-
ers from the private sector to
come forward and create so-
cial good for the communities
they serve.”m
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Zong 4G becomes connectivity partner for
Saleem Memorial Trust Hospital

Islamabad: Zong 4G has
become the connectivity part-
ner for one of the largest,
multi-specialty private hospi-
tals in Lahore, Saleem Memo-
rial Trust Hospital.

The collaboration will en-
sure that Zong 4G’s cutting-
edge digital connectivity
solution will provide un-
matched assistance to cater to
the day-to-day business needs
of Saleem Memorial Trust
Hospital.

The partnership was for-
malized in a signing ceremony
held in Lahore in the presence
of management from both or-
ganizations.

With the ambition to digi-
tally transform Pakistan and
equip corporate entities with
its unrivaled connectivity so-
lutions, the partnership is a
testament to Zong’s commit-
ment to facilitating corporates
to operate more efficiently,
collaborate more effectively,
and connect better with their
customers.

Through this collabora-
tion, Saleem Memorial Trust
Hospital will have access to
Zong 4G’s cutting-edge busi-

Zong 4G said, “Our corporate
and business solutions are
paving the way towards a con-
nected world by providing in-

ness solutions, allowing them
to provide connectivity across
the hospital.

This will enable the hospi-
tal’s revolutionized machinery
to treat critical patients and
support digital learning for
medical students and doctors
through strong connectivity.

Commenting on the part-
nership, the spokesperson of

=y

novative, fine-tuned business
applications and intelligent
digital solutions.”

“We are thrilled to have
partnered with Saleem Me-
morial Trust Hospital to pro-
vide them with connectivity
solutions. Our tailored corpo-
rate solutions are designed to
facilitate the companies to em-
bark on their digital transfor-

mation journey,” the
spokesperson added.

Saleem Memorial Trust
Hospital (SMTH), Lahore is
one of the nation’s largest,
multi-specialty private hospi-
tals with 350 beds facility.
SMTH has been established to
address the dire need for a
high-quality medical facility in
the megacity of Lahore and its
surroundings.

Equipped with modern fa-
cilities and the latest medical
equipment and manned by a
highly trained staff this state-
of-the-art hospital will deliver
internationally comparable
healthcare services including —
emergency services.

Through bespoke solu-
tions, Zong 4G is ensuring
that corporate clients across
the country have the digital
environment to remain con-
nected and optimize their
processes. Zong 4G’s unri-
valed corporate solution port-
folio is the harbinger of a
digital business ecosystem.m

PTCL, U Bank announce successful conversion
of UBank’s Rs. 1,000m debt into equity

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited, country’s largest ICT
services provider and U Microfi-
nance Bank Ltd. (U Bank), a
wholly owned microfinance sub-
sidiary of PTCL announced suc-
cessful conversion of U Bank’s
subordinated debt into equity,
signed by both institutions for an
amount of PKR 1,000 million
during a ceremony held in Islam-
abad.

President and Group CEO,
PTCL & Ufone, Hatem Bama-
traf and President & CEO, U
Bank, Kabeer Naqvi, signed the
document that was witnessed by
senior members of management
from both organizations. This
conversion will enable the bank to
further capitalize on the growth
opportunities possible in Pak-
istan’s financial sector, spread
across a heterogenous spectrum

of rural, corporate finance &
treasury, urban, corporate, sharia,
and digital banking services, thus
catapulting bank’s transformation

into a challenger retail bank.
Speaking at the ceremony,
Hatem Bamatraf, President and
Group CEO, PTCL& Ufone,
said, “Seeing the potential in U
Bank’s ability to further expand
and grow, PTCL endeavors to
contribute and support the bank

in capturing new segments and
customer classes to include more
of Pakistan into the banking net
and further its ambition of finan-

not only in line with PTCL'’s
commitment to support the coun-
try and its economy but also to
strengthen ties between banking
and telecom sector.”

Speaking at the occasion,
Kabeer Naqvi, President & CEO,

U Bank said,“U Bank, thus far,
has been successfully enabling un-
derserved Pakistanis and has been
positively contributing towards
their economic empowerment.

Bank has now embarked
upon the exciting journey of pen-
etrating into newer market seg-
ments, through its six specialized
business canvases, to widen its ex-
isting customer base and create
more impact.

This conversion is a testament
of our sponsor’s confidence in
our ability to deliver positive re-
sults. It also reiterates PTCL'’s
commitment towards contribut-
ing to the socio-economic uplift &
enablement of Pakistan”.

Together, both PTCL & U
Bank are at the forefront to pro-
vide best-in-class connectivity and
financial services to their cus-
tomers across Pakistan, especially
the under-served community.m

SCB introduces ‘Braille-Inclusive’ forms

Karachi: Standard Chartered
Bank has recently pioneered spe-
cial Braille Inclusive Banking
Forms, for the convenience of vi-
sually impaired citizens. It has
also been deploying innovative
technologies for world-class fi-
nancial-services, besides en-
abling socio-economic growth
for the impoverished and the per-
sons-with-disabilities. Launched
in collaboration with Assistive
Technology Startup — Boltay
Huroof, this initiative will offer
valuable facilities for the support

and wellbeing of the Bank’s
‘Special’ clients.

, the Bank hosted a formal
ceremony to commemorate the
partnership. This landmark
agreement was signed between
the co-founder of ‘Boltay
Huroof” Hafiz Sheikh Umar Fa-
rooq and the Head of CPBB
(SCBPL) Saadya Riaz. During
the event, ‘Boltay Huroof’ show-
cased the new banking forms of
Standard Chartered that have
been converted with braille in-
clusive features, other braille sup-

ported facilities were also pre-
sented, including the first braille
animal-book.

Rehan Shaikh, CEO at Stan-
dard Chartered Bank, said, “At
Standard Chartered, we aim to
build a culture of inclusion that
is a critical lever to our business
success and will enable us to be
the best place to work, the best
place to bank and contribute to
creating prosperous communi-
ties. This commitment to Diver-
sity & Inclusion also helps us
build a culture of innovation, re-

spect and equality. The partner-
ship with ‘“Boltay Huroof’ has
helped us launch an innovative
solution that will make it easier
for the visually impaired persons,
to open bank-accounts and en-
gage in financial activities, at all
branches of the Bank. The SBP
has played a leading role in cre-
ating an environment to facilitate
financial inclusion and we as a
Bank will continue to remove
barriers and simplify access to fi-
nance for people with disabili-
ties.”m

NATIONAL NEWS

Prime Minister’s
telephone call with
Mr. Bill Gates

Islamabad: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Mr. Bill
Gates, Co-Chair of the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation
(BMGF) had telephonic con-
versation recently and dis-
cussed the ongoing public
health and social sector pro-
grammes supported by BMGF
in Pakistan.

The PM appreciated the
valuable support extended by
the BMGF to Pakistan in polio
eradication and improving im-
munisation, nutrition and fi-
nancial inclusion in the
country. He also reaffirmed
Pakistan’s desire to further
strengthen the fruitful partner-
ship with Foundation in all the
ongoing areas of cooperation.

Mr. Gates shared the con-
cern and reiterated the Founda-
tion’s continued support to
Pakistan for ensuring that no
child is at risk of paralysis due
to poliovirus.

PM and Gates also ex-
changed views on BMGF’s sup-
port for various other
government-led programmes
aimed at addressing malnutri-
tion and stunting, essential im-
munisation services,
micropayment gateway

RAAST, and digitization of the
National Savings Programme. =

Denmark resumes
loan facility for Pak-
istan’s energy sector

Islamabad: Pakistan has
signed an inter-governmental
framework agreement with the
government of Denmark for in-
terest-free loans for renewable en-
ergy, water supply, wastewater
treatment, and efficient use of
power resources.

Secretary Ministry of Eco-
nomic Affairs, Muhammad Hu-
mair Karim, and Ambassador of
Denmark to Pakistan, Lis Rosen-
holm, signed the agreement.

The Ambassador also had a
brief meeting with the Minister
for Economic Affairs, Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq. He stated that the ef-
forts to revive bilateral economic
and development cooperation be-
tween the two countries paid off,
with Denmark agreeing to pro-
vide on-budget support to the
Government of Pakistan through
this Inter-Governmental Frame-
work Agreement, and the focus
on Waste Water Treatment
Projects in Faisalabad and La-
hore is immensely appreci-
ated.m
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NATIONAL NEWS

PTCL launches smart solutions powered by Huawei

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited, the largest telecom
services provider in Pakistan
launched Smart Solutions
powered by Huawei. The ini-
tiative will enable enterprises
with smart ICT services that
are completely secure and reli-
able through one-window op-
erations.

The event was attended by
Mr. Zarrar Hasham Khan,
Group Chief Business Solu-
tions Officer, PTCL & Ufone,
Mr. Menggiang, CEO Huawei
Pakistan, Mr. Gaoweijie,
Managing Director, Huawei
Enterprise  Pakistan, Mr.
Daniel Kirk, VP Strategy in
Huawei's Global Carrier En-
terprise Unit, Mr. Haroon
Khan, Head of IT Infrastruc-
ture at Khushhali Microfi-
nance Bank and Mr. Abrar Ali
Khan, CEO Rockville Tech-

nologies.

This is a first-of-its-kind in-
telligent NaaS — Network as a
Service platform to provide in-
novative Smart Solutions to
provide next generation Al
and software defined ICT
services to help multi verticals
of healthcare, Ed-tech, bank-

PTCL's state of the art infra-
structure  coupled  with
decades of industry best prac-
tices experience, these smart
solutions offers one stop shop,
pay as you grow & cost-effec-
tive next generation services to
help business grow and effec-
tively play their part in na-

Smart Solution Sigmus

- N

“TTiNA

ing, commercial sector to dig-
italize, bring efficiency and
productivity in their day-to-
day businesses. Backed by

Ll ™
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tional growth of Pakistan.
Speaking at the occasion,

Zarrar Hasham Khan, Group

Chief Business Solutions Offi-

cer, PTCL & Ufone, said, “We
at PTCL Group are commit-
ted to uplifting our customer
experience through adoption
of state-of-the-art products &
solutions. PTCL has achieved
another milestone by success-
fully introducing Smart Solu-
tion that will further
strengthen and enhance our ef-
forts to new heights through
intelligent upgrades and com-
prehensive solutions. Together,
we can help our customers go
digital successfully and accel-
erate Pakistan digital transfor-
mation”

Mr. Daniel Colum Kirk
VP Strategy in Huawei's
Global Carrier Enterprise
Unit, stated on the event that;
“" Huawei believe that solu-
tions such as PTCL’s Smart
Solutions are a powerful way
for businesses in Pakistan to
gain the benefits of Digital

Transformation. We are de-
lighted to support this product
launch with our NaaS solu-
tions. This provides customers
with a world class, intelligent
and flexible smart ICT service
hosted securely in Pakistan by
PTCL. We look forward to
working together with Ufone-
PTCL Business Solutions to
bring the benefits of these
Smart Solution services to cus-
tomers across Pakistan."

Mr. Zarrar Hasham Khan
GCBSO, PTCL & Ufone and
Mr. Abrar Ali Khan, CEO
Rockville Technologies signed
first contract for Smart Office
Solutions.

As part of their mission to
build a fully connected and in-
telligent world, PTCL group
and Huawei are always aiming
to contribute to digital em-
powerment to help realize the
vision of Digital Pakistan.m

PTCL, Nokia successfully trial 1-Terabit Live Optical Network

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Com-
pany Limited (PTCL) has
successfully conducted coun-
try’s first trial of 1-Terabit
transport capacity per wave-
length, in collaboration with
Nokia.

The trial was conducted in
a live network environment,
where PTCL Metro Transport
Network was upgraded to 1-
Terabit per channel, extend-
ing its capacity to extreme
speeds of 32-Terabit per fiber.
The trial was based on
Nokia’s Photonic Service En-
gine Transport Technology,
designed to maximize net-
work capacity and provide

better customer experience,
with faster and higher band-
width. This pilot transforma-
tion will lead to transport
network enablement for fu-
ture technologies, while creat-
ing new opportunities for
industries as well as individu-
als. This is yet another step on
PTCL’s roadmap and resolve
to prepare its network infra-
structure for embracing the
growing data traffic demands
of high-speed services and
bandwidth intensive applica-
tions, including Ultra HD
Video Streaming, Industrial
Automation, Smart Cities and
e-learning platforms for its
subscribers and enterprise

customers.

From a consumer point of
view, 1 Terabit-per-second ca-
pacity is enough bandwidth to
download the entire Game of
Thrones video series in HD in
less than 2 seconds, and can
support 300,000 HD video
zoom calls simultaneously.

Jafar Khalid, Chief Tech-
nology Officer, PTCL Group,
said, &quot;We are commit-
ted to digitizing our customer
experience by providing state-
of-the-art solutions. Keeping
this in view, we tested the scal-
ability and evolution of our
optical transport network by
enhancing the existing capac-
ity to 1-Terabit per channel, to

IMS, HSHM sign MoU for educa-
tional, skill development programmes

Peshawar: The Institute of
Management Sciences, Pe-
shawar (IMSciences) and the
Hashoo School of Hospitality
Management (HSHM) have
signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) for hospi-
tality educational based
projects and skill develop-
ment programmes for the
youth in Peshawar.

The MoU was signed by
Dr Mohsin Khan, Director
IMSciences and Haseeb
Gardezi, Chief Operating Of-
ficer, Hospitality and Educa-
tion Division of Hashoo
Group, during a ceremony at-
tended by Murtaza Hash-
wani, Deputy Chairman and
Chief Executive Officere
(CEO) of Hashoo Group,
Chairman Board of Gover-
nors, Hashoo School of Hos-
pitality Management
(HSHM), along with the sen-
ior management of Hashoo

L =
Group, IMSciences faculty
members and HSHM stu-
dents.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr Mohsin Khan highlighted
the importance of the hospi-
tality industry in Pakistan and
its anticipated exponential
growth in the coming years.
He elaborated the need of
hospitality and tourism-based
education in Pakistan which

L]

£:1
bk

i i

will open doors for students
globally.

He also mentioned that
young faculty at IMSciences
is very excited towards this
collaboration and they will
strive to make the venture a
success.

He also showed interest in
future collaborations in differ-
ent fields with Hashoo
Group.m

facilitate the ever-growing
data traffic demand of our
corporate and consumer seg-
ments. Nokia’s modern tech-
nology and expertise has
helped us to test bandwidths
up-to 1-Terabit, that will help
provide a superior customer
experience and enable seam-
less future expansion of our
transport network capacity
across Pakistan.”

Imran Durrani, Customer
Team Head for PTCL Group
at Nokia, said, “This new trial
with PTCL is yet another tes-
timony to further strengthen-
ing long-term partnership
between us. Our industry-
leading optical solutions in-

cluding Photonic Service
Switch and Photonic Service
Engine are empowering
PTCL to cost-effectively en-
hance network capacity as
data consumption continues
to rapidly increase. Our path-
breaking Flexgrid architecture
allows PTCL to modernize
and upgrade its optical net-
work to provide individuals
and enterprises with a fast
and reliable network connec-
tivity."

PTCL endeavors to offer
its customers enhanced serv-
ice quality, faster speeds and
enable a simplified network
architecture that increases op-
erational efficiencies.m

OGDCL provided Rs20m for
relief of flood affectees

Islamabad: Heavy spell of
rain caused major infrastructural
damages in various areas of
Balochistan. In the wake of mas-
sive disaster; OGDCL, being a re-
sponsible corporate, played an
exemplary role in the form of ex-
tending relief to flood affected lo-
cals to alleviate their sufferings up
to some extent.

Continuing the legacy of ex-

tending help in emergencies, nat-
ural catastrophes and disasters,
OGDCL has played a key role in
providing immediate relief to af-
fected community in the wake of

flash floods in July 2022.
OGDCL responded to the
calamity by mobilizing its own re-
sources. As a part of its relief ac-
tivities OGDCL provided Rs. 20
million to DG PDMA Balochis-
tan for flood affected families. In
addition, medicines amounting to
Rs. 2 million have also been de-
livered to district authorities of
district Jhal Magsi for the relief of

flood affectees. Recently, in June
2022, OGDCL has already pro-
vided medicines to authorities of
district Dera Bugti to cope up the
cholera outbreak.m
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vivo V23 5G
Rs. 105,999

57.20x72.42x7.39mm (Stardust Black)
57.20x72.42x7.55mm (Sunshine Gold)

of
of
AMOLED

2400x1080 (FHD+)

Capacitive multi-touch
6.44-inch

Front 50MP AF + 8MP wide

-angle/Rear 64MP AF + 8MP
wide-angle + 2MP macro

Camera

4200mAh
Chargin:44W

RAM & ROM
12GB+256GB

vivo X80 5G

Rs. 1,69,999

Dimensions: 164.95x75.23x8.30mm
=]
+Weight: 206g
AMOLED
Display

2400x1080 (FHD+)
Camera

Capacitive multi-touch
6.78-inch, up to 120Hz refresh rate

Front 32MP / Rear 50MP+12MP+12MP
eAperture: Front f/2.45 (32MP)
, Rear /1.75 (50MP) + £/1.98 (12MP) + /2.0 (12MP)

Batte : 4500mAh

ry Charging:80W FlashCharge

Memo «RAM: 12GB + 4GB Extended RAM
ry +ROM: 256G

vivo Y33T

Rs. 47,999

164.26x76.08x8.00mm
Weight: 1829

2400x1080 (FHD+)
Capacitive multi-touch
6.58-inch

Front 16MP / Rear 50MP+2MP+2MP
Aperture: Front f/2.0 (16MP)
, Rear f/1.8 (50MP) + f/2.4 (2MP)+ /2.4 (2MP)

Batte 5000mAh
ry Charging: 18W FastCharge
*RAM: 8GB + 4GB Extended RAM
Memory
*ROM: 128GB

Snapdragon® 680 Processor

Camera

vivo V23e
128GB=Rs. 54,999
256GB=Rs. 73,999

0160.87x74.28x7.36mm (Moonlight Shadow)
0160.87x74.28x7 41mm (Sunshin Coast, Sunshine Gold)

AMOLED
2400x1080 (FHD+)

Capacitive multi-touch
6.44-inch

Display
oFront 50MP AF | Rear 64MP AF +
8MP wide-angle + 2MP macro
Camera «Aperture: Front: main f/2.0 | Rear: main f/1.79
wide-angle /2.2 macro /2.4
4050mAh
Battery Charging:44W FlashCharge
*RAM: 8GB + 4GB Extended RAM
Memory
sROM: 0128GB 0256GB

Processor

MediaTek G96

vivo Y21T

Rs. 43,999

164.26x76.08x8.00mm
*Weight: 1829
Y 1600x720 (HD+
D|Sp|ay Capaug\./&njiur:gl—qtouch

Front 8MP / Rear 50MP+2MP+2MP
eAperture: Front /1.8 (8MP) , Rear

/1.8 (50MP) +f/24 (2MP) +f/24 (2MP)

Batt 5000mAh
attery Charging:18W FastCharge

Camera

MemO sRAM: 4GB+1GB Extended RAM
ry «ROM: 128GB

Snapdragon® 680 Processor

vivo Y55

Rs. 57,999

160.80x73.79x8.42mm
oWeight: 182g

Camera

AMOLED
2400x1080 (FHD+)
Capacitive multi-touch
6.44-inch

Front 16MP AF | Rear 50MP+2MP+2MP
«Aperture: Front f/2.0 (16MP),

Rear /1.8 (50MP) + /2.4 (2MP)+ f/2.4 (2MP)

Batte 5000mAh
ry Charging: 44W FlashCharge
*RAM: 8GB + 4GB Extended RAM
Memory *ROM: 128GB

2lielo-1s0)p| Snapdragon® 680 Processor
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,26,600

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm

Body (5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32 in)
Displ 6.5 Inches,Super Retina XDR OLED
ISplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS 12 MP
Camera , #12.0, 52mm (telephoto), 1/3.4", 1.0um, PDAF
, OIS, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)
Non-removable Li-lon 3969
Battery mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging
Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Sl Internal:64GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity,
eatures compass, barometer, Siri natural

language commands and dictation

Oppo F21 Pro
Rs. 52,999

Itel Vision 1 Plus

Rs:14,999

6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
FullScreen 1600720

Camera Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
Front: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera

8 Functions

Fingerprint
Sensors

CAMERA PERFORMANCE

OPPO X SONY IMK709 Flogship 33 SUPERVOOC

Selfie Sensor 4500mAh Lorge Battery

&4hP Al Triple Comero RAM Expansian

Bokeh Flura Porlrait Qualcomm Octa-Cere Processor
Microlens

DESIGN

Fiberglass-Lenther Design

Color0S 12

Inclusive Design

(PP Glow Sment Security
Ultra-5lim Retro Design Alr Gusture
Qrblt Light Smaitt Notifleation Hiding

Oppo A76
Rs. 34,999

Oppo A76 - A Powerful Mid-Ranger

Smart tech Oppo is unveiling A76 to the market soon. The Chinese
manufacturer Oppo is working on a new smartphone for its A-
series. The upcoming new handset will be a mid-ranger and it will
be launched in Malaysia. The newcomer will be named Oppo A76.
The coming smartphone will be powered by the Qualcomm
SM6225 Snapdragon 680 4G (6 nm) chipset, this is a powerful
chipset that is used in upper-class handsets. The Oppo's A76 with
this processor will provide the user with powerful results. The
smartphone has got a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core processor under the
hood of this smartphone. Also, there is a powerful GPU of Adreno
610. The Oppo A76's going to have a 6.56 Inches big screen size
and It will provide the user with full HD plus the resolution of 720 x
1612 Pixels. And there is an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
display that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding
results. This handset Oppo sharp A76 will be paired with a gigantic
RAM capacity of 6 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of
the device show that it will enable the user to execute things
within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the smartphone is
128 gigabytes that are enough to store a huge amount of data for
future use. The Oppo is packing a Dual Camera in the back of A76.
The main camera is 13 megapixels and 2 megapixels. The selfie
camera is 8 megapixels which will take wonderful pictures. The
upcoming new A76 got a side-mounted fingerprint sensor to
protect your data from loss. And the battery of this A76 is 5000
mAh is planted inside the belly of the new A76 which is enough to
keep running for almost one or two days of active use. And also
there is a fast battery charging of 33W in this new handset which is
called A76 by Oppo. Now Samsung and other smartphone
companies will be looking to bring features like the Oppo A76.

Oppo A96
Rs. 44,999

Oppo A96 - A Powerful A-Series Smartphone

Smart tech Oppo is unveiling A96 to the market. Oppo is
launching a new handset of its A-series of smartphones. The
coming smartphone of the company will be a mid-ranger and
will be launched in China soon. The newcomer will be named
an Oppo A96. The chipset that is going to power the upcoming
smartphone will be Qualcomm Snapdragon 680 SoC. This is a
powerful chipset that handsomely handles all the specs of
upper-class smartphones. To give more power to this Oppo's
A96, there is a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core processor installed under the
hood of this handset. The smartphone got the taste of the IPS
Capacitive Touchscreen display which is exclusively made for
the devices of this brand. The screen size of this smartphone is
6.59 Inches. Oppo A96's going to have a full HD display with a
resolution of 1080 x 2412 Pixels. The SoC of the handset is
paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM. The chipset and the RAM of
the Oppo sharp A96 will make the processing speed of the
phone lightning fast. The internal storage capacity of the device
is 128 gigabytes. This is enough storage capacity that will give
you enough space to place a huge amount of data for future
use. The Oppo has got an Android 11 operating system in A96.
The Smartphone has got a Dual Camera setup on the rear, the
main camera will be 50 megapixels and secondary camera is 2
megapixels. On the front-facing of the A96, there is a 16
megapixels selfie camera. The security of this device, to protect
your data it has an under-display, optical fingerprint scanner.
The A96 is fueled with a powerful battery of 5000 mAh
capacity. It means you can use the smartphone A96 for a long
period of time. And also there is a fast battery charging in A96
by Oppo. This coming up new Oppo A96 will be a competitor of
Samsung as the specs look quite impressive.
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Infinix Zero X Pro

Rs. 47,999

Infinix Zero X Pro - A Mid-Ranger Of The Company

Infinix is working on its new Zero X which has got a moniker
Pro at the end. The Chinese company is expanding its
smartphone range, now Infinix is launching its new device in its
Zero-Series. The upcoming smartphone will be in a mid-range
segment, and it will be called Infinix Zero X Pro. The upcoming
smartphone of the company has got a chipset of Mediatek
Helio G95, which is used in mid-range devices, to give more
power to the handset there is a 2.05Ghz Octa-Core processor
under the hood of this Infinix's Zero X Pro. Also, there is a GPU
of Mali-G76 MC4 in this smartphone. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 6.67 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display. The new Infinix Zero X's going to have an
AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen, and this device has got a
full-HD display with a resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels. The
upcoming new Zero X Pro by Infinix has got 8 gigabytes of
RAM, which is a powerful RAM used in this smartphone so you
can say that your phone is going to run at a super-fast speed
because of its powerful RAM. The built-in storage capacity of
the Infinix X Pro is 128/256 gigabytes which means that the
capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the phone will be 108 megapixels, 8 megapixels along with 8
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this Infinix Zero's X Pro will
be 16 megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and
attractive. The device has got a side-mounted fingerprint
reader is there to protect it from any unauthorized person. The
battery of the Zero X Pro is also a massive one. The handset is
fueled with (Li-Po Non-removable), 4500 mAh battery to get
enough backup time and the smartphone got a Fast charging.
Now Samsung and other smartphone companies will have a
competitor when the X Pro launched.

Nokia C1
Rs:8,299

Nokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earlier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5SMP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Nokia will implement Android OS 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 294 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Nokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants.

EUTURE :':] I] 4G
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Realme C21

Rs. 19,999

Realme C21 - A Mid-Rang Smartphone Of The Company

Smart tech Realme is launching the C21 smartphone to the
market. This Chinese company presented the C20 in the
January of this year, and Realme will present its successor in
three days. Now all the specifications of this phone have
appeared on AliExpress, and even the price is known. This
smartphone will be Realme C21. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the market that is called MediaTek Helio G35.
The new Realme's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this handset. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 6.52 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and
this device Realme C21's going to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
PowerVR GE8320 in this upcoming device. Also, there is
screen protection of Corning Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming
new Realme sharp C21 is packing the upcoming smartphone
with 4 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used
in this smartphone so you can say that your phone is going to
run at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM.
Realme has got 64 gigabytes of storage in C21 which means
that the capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the smartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this phone C21 will be 5
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new C21. The smartphone has got a powerful battery
which will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5000 mAh
battery in C21 by Realme that will carry support for Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and other tech giants will face
serious competition when this Realme C21 will release.

Honor 20 Pro

Stand out

Rs.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have
Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near future. This

11 will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After

launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will come

| packed with the powerful chipset in the world of

smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin 980. This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20's Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over other smartphone giants.
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Realme C25s
Rs. 22,999

Redmi 1C

Realme C25s - AC-Series Smartphone With Big Battery

Smart tech Realme will unveil C25s soon to the market. The
Chinese company Realme is preparing to launch a new
smartphone of its C-series. The device was spotted on the
Indian IME| database website, and also the model number
RMX3195 was spotted on the NBTC certification platform. We
are talking about the Realme C25s. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the mid-range market that are called Helio G85
SoC. The upcoming new Realme's C25s has got a 2.0 GHz
Octa-Core processor under the hood of this handset. This new
smartphone has got a 6.5 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and
this device Realme C25s's going to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
Mali-G52 MC2. The handset is pack with 4 gigabytes of RAM,
which is a powerful RAM used in this Realme sharp C25s so
you can say that your phone is going to run at a super-fast
speed because of its powerful RAM. The smartphone has got
128 gigabytes of storage in this smartphone which means that
the capacity of your data is more than enough. Realme has got
a Triple Camera setup in the C25s. The main sensor of the
smartphone will be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this handset will be 8
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new C25s. The rear-mounted sensor will allow
protecting its data by only allowing the authorized person in its
C25s. The battery of the phone is a gigantic one. The upcoming
smartphone C25s will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po
6,000 mAh battery which is a big battery, the device will give
you more than one day of battery backup, and there will be fast
charging of 18W. The smartphone C25s by Realme will run on
the Android 11 operating system. Samsung and other tech
giants will face serious competition when this Realme C25s will
release.

Redmi 10A

Nokia 2.3
Rs:14,900

Nokia 2.3 - ANew Entry-level Smartphone

Tech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2. The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It is
an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Nokia's 2.3
ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be available in
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color variants. The
information leaked about the chipset of the new Nokia 2.3's,
confirms that it will be powered by the MediaTeka€™s Helio
A22. This chipset will be used in place of 28nm Snapdragon
425. This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Nokia
sharp 2.3. Different variants of the phone will offer different
ranges of RAM and internal storage. One of the models is
packed with 2 gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack
this new upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of
internal storage. The next variant will be available in 3
gigabytes of RAM capacity and the internal storage of the
phone will 32 gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may
offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may
also become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a 4000
mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower side, still
you will have enough power to keep the handset on toes. The
upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with
an LED flash that is placed just under the alone lens of the
phone. The front-facing camera will be 5 megapixels. The 2.3
by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As this is an entry-level
smartphone so you expect a reasonable price tag. The
company is now competitive enough to challenge high-rated
companies like Samsung by bringing smartphones like Nokia
2.3.

Itel Vision 1

&1, 11,999: =4

Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel
RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM

1.6GHz Octa Core Processor

15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.5D Curved)

MNOKILA

See better in the dark
It just keeps getting better
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G'FIVE , Huawei Mate 10 Lite

7
2.4inch

P& ELoAY Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex

-A73 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)
+
Aud m;'"u:igle-u

PR 5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels

J s18:9 Scrtla:gn ratio. (409 ppi densityg
5 Torch Racolerometar. Proximity. Compass
LEoETS ’

= - 5 (Non-removable Li-lon ),3340 mAh

Dual Sim - .
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Oppo F21 Pro 5G
Rs. 84,999

Oppo F21 Pro 5G - APowerful Chipset Phone

Oppo is launching a new F21 Pro which has got a moniker
5G at the end. The smartphone company Oppo is unveiling
a handset in its F-series, the coming device of the company
will be a high-end phone. A newcomer will be named Oppo
F21 Pro 5G. The smartphone will be empowered by a
powerful chipset called Qualcomm SM6375 Snapdragon
695 5G (6 nm). This is one of the latest flagship chipsets in
the market, and to give more power to this Oppo's F21 Pro
5G has a 2.2 GHz Octa-Core processor inside the handset.
f The handset has got AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen and
Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex- ) there is a big screen size of 6.43 Inches, the users will enjoy
A73 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53) using this screen size. The smartphone Oppo F21 Pro's
going to have a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels.
. : And also in this device, there is a powerful GPU called
(:723.9 gg:: |;a.1;8MI\gP,ﬁf2IZéO,1(3vrvr:tri:), Adreno 619 under the hood of this smartphone. The SoC of
(ultra’wide) +5 NP f;2 4' (;nacro) n the smartp_hone paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM means that
5 MP. £12.2. depth ,senlso’r LED Flash the upcoming smartphone F21 Pro 5G by Oppo is having to
pidfarh U 2 be very fast in its execution. The internal storage is 128
gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount of data
(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh for future usage. The Oppo Pro 5G has got a Triple Camera
- Fast battery charging 15W I setup. The main lens of the setup will be 64 megapixels
1 along with 2 megapixels and 2 megapixels, a lens to capture
. excellent photography. The front-facing of Oppo F21's Pro
(U,:j!’/)&u Kﬂ)ug"p"uil J F I 5G will be a single camera of 16 megapixels. The
. _ /4 || smartphone has got an under-display, optical fingerprint
Tw‘ﬂ.www,ﬂ(x( F sensor to secure your data. The battery of the phone is also
e i i a massive one. The smartphone F21 Pro 5G is fueled with
) r / (Li-Po Non-removable), 4500 mAh battery to get enough
5 f backup time and the smartphone got a Fast charging of

5LILIOE LI, ; g er sma s,

33W. Now Samsung and other smartphone companies will
be looking to bring features like Pro 5G.
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1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWVGA Screen
5.0 inches

o=

1950 mAh

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GB Free
microSD Card (supports up 64GB)

Rs. 7850/
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Infinix Note 8 Tecno Camon X
Rs.29,999

~

Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex
-A75 + 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

: IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
BIEOIEEVA  16M Colors, Multitouch
7.0 Inches
Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide)
Camera irlgc'f) ’+PzD|\A/|\|E J(fdiMP, N Triple camera: 13 MP + 8 MP + 2 MP
, (depth) v
+2 MP. Quad LED Flash - Quad LED Flash, Auto-focus

B (Li-Po Non removable), 5200 mAh
attery - Fast battery charging 18W

32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM
emo microSD Card, (supports o

- up to 256éB)p P IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
, 16M Colors, Multitouch6.2 Inches

Feat 128GB Built-in, 6GB RAM %

SCLULER  microSD Card, (supports up to 256GB) (Li-Po Non removable)
, 3400 mAh

%

3

Jr

'FIVE (] Ast1e00 /- Infinix Zero 8

[ TR T = = Rs. 36,999
o Pt H AR R N B

SMOOTH & SEAMLESS

with
FIGHTER

P Octa-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
LSRR A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

; 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
Dlsplay Capacitive Touchscreen,
16M Colors, Multitouch

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide),

c 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),
amera 1/4.0" + 2 MP, /2.4, (macro) +

2 MP, /2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
Battery Standby:upto 26 days

Talktime:upto 36 hours

Memory microSD Card,

ﬂ 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
/ (supports up to 256GB)

Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,
Features Fingerprint (side mounted), Proximity

mi 10C
{H'_'- Redmi 10C 2 8,650 ;
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Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
- Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

Ei - l ! 2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)
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Realme Narzo 30
Rs:32,999

Remi Note 11

Realme Narzo 30 - A Powerful Handset Of Mid-Range

Realme will unveil its new Narzo 30 smartphone soon to the
market. The launch date for the coming smartphone has yet
to be announced, but the handset is already seen on multiple

Redmi Note 11

websites. The call might start soon. A live photo of Realme
Narzo 30 leaked after being posted on the Indonesian
Telecommunication Certification website and the FCC. The
handset will be powered by the Mediatek Helio G95 (12 nm)
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Huawei P30
Rs: 89,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series!

Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones. Huawei's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawei P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is still in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has decided
to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smartphones that's why the new P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Artificial Intelligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the quality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yet available.

Tecno

chipset. The chipset suggests that Realme's Narzo 30 be a
mid-range handset with outstanding features. Smartphone
has got a processor of 2.50 GHz Octa-Core which will give
this device more power. And there is a GPU of Mali-G76 MC2
under the hood of this smartphone. Also, there is screen
protection of Corning Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming new
Realme Narzo 30's going to have an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display with a size of 6.5 inches and a resolution
of 720 x 1600 Pixels which means that the coming up Narzo
30 by Realme got a big screen display for the users to enjoy it.
The handset has got 6 gigabytes of RAM that will make it easy
to execute tasks with high speed. This means the users will be
happy to have this device. The Realme 30 got 128 gigabytes
of internal memory storage, which is enough to store a huge
amount of data. And it can be expanded as the phone has a
microSD card. There is a Triple rear Camera setup in Realme
Narzo's 30, The main sensor of the rear camera setup will be
48 megapixels, 8 megapixels, and a 2 megapixels sensor.
The handset is expected to come equipped with a 16
megapixels selfie shooter. The insecurity of user's data, the
Realme Narzo 30 got a rear-mounted Fingerprint Sensor
which is a normal feature nowadays on smartphones. The
battery of this device is 5,000 mAh to give full-day use to the
users and also there is a fast-charging 30W. This Narzo 30's
will give through time to its competitors like Samsung and
others.

Camon 19 Neo
Rs. 40,999

Tecno Camon 19 Neo - The Mid-Ranger

Tecno is working on a Camon 19 which has got a moniker
Neo at the end. The company is launching a new
smartphone in its Camon series. The newcomer will be a
budget-friendly phone and will be named Tecno Camon 19
Neo. The smartphone got a Chipset of MediaTek Helio G85
which is the most powerful chipset and to give more power
to this handset there is an Octa-Core processor inside the
Tecno's Camon 19 Neo to make the device ultra fast. Also,
there is a GPU of Mali under the hood of this smartphone.
The display screen size of the smartphone is 6.8 Inches and
It will provide the user with full HD plus the resolution of
1080 x 2460 Pixels. The new Tecno Camon 19's having an
IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen display that is the latest
one and well known for its outstanding results. The handset
will be paired with a gigantic RAM capacity of 6 gigabytes.
The chipset and the RAM capacity of the Camon 19 Neo by
Tecno show that it will enable the user to execute things with
this smartphone within seconds. The internal storage
capacity of the smartphone is 128 gigabytes which is
enough to store a huge amount of data for future use and
the device got a microSD dedicated slot. On the rear of the
Tecno 19 Neo, there is a Triple Camera setup. The main
sensor of the handset will be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixels,
and 2 megapixels. The selfie shooter of the phone is 32
megapixels, to make taking selfies easier and more
attractive. The Tecno Camon's 19 Neo is having a side-
mounted, optical fingerprint reader to secure the data on the
smartphone and only allows the authorized person. The
Camon 19 Neo will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po
5,000 mAh battery that will carry support for Fast charging.
Samsung and other tech giants will face serious competition
when the coming 19 Neo will release.

,

Tecno Pova 2
Rs:28,999

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)
Rs:1,56,300

Tecno Pova 2- Released With Big 1080p
display & Huge 7000 mAh Battery!

Today, the Chinese manufacturers Tecno
launched its premium smartphone Pova 2 in
the Philippines market. The smartphone comes
with a large battery of up to 7,000 mAh which
is a very huge battery. This is a manufacturer
that has caught the eye several times, thanks
to its smartphones with very interesting specs
and an incredibly low price. The smartphone
has the largest screen of 6.9 inches with a
resolution of 1080 x 2460. Teco Pova 2 is a
phone that is part of the Android 11 program
with HIOS 7.6. Helio G85 with a Quad-core
processor will take care of the speed of work,
and it will be accompanied by 6GB of RAM and
128GB of internal storage. The company offers
a Quad camera setup with LED flash on the
back panel of this Tecno Pova 2. It has a 48-
megapixel main camera with a 2-megapixel
macro lens, and a pair of 2-megapixel depth
sensors. At the same time, this phone has an
8-megapixel camera for selfies. Tecno Pova 2
smartphone in the Philippines market is
launched at the price of PHP 7,990 that in
Pakistani Rs is equal to 28,999.

150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
(5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33in)

: 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIEOIEVA  |PS LCD capacitive

touchscreen, 16M colors
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é

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"
Camera , 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

=1l Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
Features |8 compass, barometer, Siri natural
) language commands and dictation
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolecommun o !

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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10,000 mAh
Mi Power Bank 3 ciics

Better Grip, Compact Design

CHAR1NG

Mieornl Charging 1200 Xiaamd Charging &TW Wigornil S0W Wireleds ) 20V Wireless Roedemi Power Bank
Combo Lombo |y Charging Stand Car Changer

MI TV STEREO

PkR19,999

Bare Wheight | 93 5kg

Mominal impedance: & chrr

blueteckic 4 2 suppoits AdL$ 1
Frequoncy response ramge: 50 Hr o 2 500

Mi Air Purifier 3H 4
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