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Ilood victims
need help of all

The government has promised to spend every penny of the
donations collected for the flood victims, in a very transparent manner
to ensure that the money reaches the needy and the actual victims of the
natural calamity. Nevertheless, an independent financial investigation
commissioned by an aid agency, Oxfam Great Britain, has complained
of a fraud committed on one of its programs for flood relief in Sindh.
If it is true then it is a matter of serious concern for the MNational
Disaster Management Authority (INDMA) which is responsible for the
disbursement of the amount in a transparent manner and to make sure
that no fraud is committed with funds. Monitoring of all operations is,
however, not possible without the presence of foreign experts.

In Balochistan Chief Minister Abdul QuddusBizenjo is quite
active to ensure that relief goods and money are duly provided to the
deserving people who have lost everything to the floods. On recetving
the complaints about flood victims not being supplied the relief items,
the CM took immediate notice and suspended Deputy Commissioner
(DC), KilaSaifullah when he found that it was due to his gross
negligence, mefficiency and incompetence in managing relief camps.

CM Bizenjo warned that any neglipence, mismanagement and
corruption in relief and rehabilitation activities in the flood-affected
areas will not be tolerated. He said the government had released huge
funds for the relief and rehabilitation of the victims in the flood-hit
areas of the province and instructed subordinate authorities to use
funds accurately and honestly on the needy and deserving persons and
also expedite relief activities.

Although it is a tough time for the nation vet it is heartening to note
that no time has been wasted away and the relief operations started
by the government, the army and international agencies such as the
World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF), and the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID). In addition, civilian volunteers, independent
teams of physicians, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and
various other groups with little experience in disaster relief, were also
actively working in the field.

The world also felt the pain of the flood affectees and came
forward with relief goods and money to help them. Cargo planes from
Turkey, China, the UK and the United Arab Emirates rushed to assist
the impoverished nation and landed in Islamabad carrying tents, food
and other items of daily need. Trucks carrying tents, food items, and
water from the government side were also dispatched to various parts
of the country through the National Disaster Management Authority
which reached out to tens of thousands of flood victims in the shortest
possible time.

UNHCER, the UN Refugee Agency, also urged the international
community for providing help at a massive scale to the flash flood
victims in Pakistan and also to scale up emergency relief for millions
of people in Pakistan hit by monsoon floods that have already killed
more than 1,100 people besides causing over $10billion material losses.

Ower 35 million people in Pakistan have been affected by the
torrential rains and flash floods across the country, leaving 6.4 million
people in need of immediate support. Since June when the calamity
had begun to brew, hundreds of thousands have been displaced by
the floods, and are now living in camps, while a large number of the
victims are still waiting for help and are sitting under the open sky.
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No more raing

The recent ramn spells have brought about large-scale
destruction to the country. All four provinces are the victim
of continuous rainfall Besides the loss of precious lives of
hundreds of people, homes made up of mud and clay have
been collapsed or swept away by the flood water wiule
thousands of other cemented homes have also come down.
People of all strata are worried because they have also
lost their daily businesses which procured them humble
sustenance. The dramnage system all over has proved so poor
that the rainwater has spread wide on the roads and villages
causing the roads and homes to cave in whereof road links
have been disturbed and lakhs of people become shelterless.
I talk about the city of Larkana where people have not only
suffered from ramwater but the water has also completely
destroyed the drainage system. There has been no electricity
for the last many days. There are many casualties in the city
due to the rainwater and flood as well. The hospitals are
full of patients with very few doctors for timely treatment.
Unfortunately, there 1s no allied paramedical staff to provide
the victims with the necessary care, medicine and other
needful.

There 15 no let-up in rains over the last many days. The
NGOs, the provincial and the federal governments must
take prompt remedial steps to deal with the situation and
mimimize sufferings of the poor as well as compensate the

people of Larkana for their men and material losses.

Mujeeb Ali Samo, Larkana

A tribute to Nayyara Noor

In 1967, I was a member of Government College, Lahore’s
music team that used to compete in mter-collegiate music
contests that were orgamsed by wvarious colleges and
umversities. Both the Umiversity Law College and the
University of Engimeering and Technology (UET), Lahore,
were quite active m holding such contests m which the
competition used to be quite tough. The famed National
College of Arts (NCA) was represented m such contests,
among others, by Nayyara Noor, who passed away on Aug
20. Even back then, she had a mesmensing effect on the
audience with her mellifluous voice and amazing singing. In
one such contest held at the UET, Nayyara bagged the first
prize hands down. Dr Nazir Ahmad, who was the principal
of the Government College and a great connoisseur of music,
was a judge in the competition and he was full of praises for
Nayyara after she performed.

Unassuming, Nayyara was the recipient of the President’s
Pride of Performance Award, which she fully deserved after
extending such devotion and commitment to her chosen field.
She would wear simple clothes, and believed that it was her
voice and singing that mattered, and not her appearance.
She was a showbiz personality of great character who had

nothing to do with the ‘show” part of the “business’.

Parvez Rahim, Karachi

Islamabad Club dilemma

The Islamabad Club was established in 1967 as a non-
profit organisation to provide recreational facilities to
government servants and diplomats. The Club 1s still run
through an archaic ordinance 1ssued in 1978 even though
a lot has changed for the worse since then The president
of Pakistan, who 1s patron, nonunates an administrator who
15 all-powerful. The admunistrator appoints a management
committee to assist him in running the affairs of the Club.

Write us at: flare.mag{@gmail.com

Over the years, the club has lost sight of its onginal purpose.
Fixed monthly charges have been enhanced several times
and catering 1s more expensive than other comparable clubs
m Pakistan. It has now become a commercial entity.

Such arbitrary decision-making can only be checked by
making the club management more representative. Other
clubs, including Lahore Gymkhana, elect their managers
pertodically. That makes them more consultative, transparent
and accountable. Resultantly, those outfits are far better to
run. Islamabad Club members, too, should be empowered to
elect their representatives in order to maintain the original
spirit of this entity, which mcludes keeping charges under
check in order to provide recreational facilities to government
servants in our fun-starved capital.

Javed Hafiz, Islamabad

Power sector fails to deliver

Problems with our power sector have been made so complex
and complicated that the sector itself has become a white
elephant that 1s dramning the national economy instead
of boosting 1t. Gross mismanagement, mcompetence,
corruption and lack of accountability across all ifs tiers are
the hallmarks of this vital sector.

The result 15 1ts poor financial health and quality of service
to the consumers accompanied by an unreliable and
unaffordable delivery of electricity across the country. As in
the past, the whole country faces prolonged load-shedding
that has brought economic activities to almost a halt,
besides making the lives of the masses nuserable. However,
electricity prices are regularly escalating, making it the
costhest commodity in the region and no more affordable
to many, thereby encouraging power theft which 1s already
high  The mefficiency 1s so high that many power plants have
been shut down or operating at reduced capacities since the
order for ensuring adequate fuel supply was not placed at the
right time by the powers that be. Also, some plants have been
shut down for repairs and unscheduled maintenance.

The government now must give us a timeframe for the
provision of a reliable power supply system with zero load-

shedding at affordable charges.

Riaz Bhutta, Islamabad

bills irk

Inflated
consumers

I'was shocked to read the amount of Fuel Charge Adjustments
(FCA) and taxes on FCA which have added more nusery
to the consumers. I don’t know what government wants to
do with the poor who are already affected by inflation, high
prices of daily commodities and utility bills. So they were
compelled to come on the roads and register their protest
against unjustified hikes in electricity bills. One can see
thousands of protesting people who choked roads for hours
over inflated power bills. Across the country, they blocked
roads in protest agamst what they called the highly excessive
and unreasonable electricity bills.

While chanting slogans against the authorities, they were of
the view that a massive surge in electricity taniff has come
at a ttme when inflation 1s already wreaking havoc on the
masses. Hundreds of demonstrators blocked both sides of
the road and bumnt their electricity bills. The protesters said
that the power failure and excessive utility bills had made
their lives miserable on every count.

electricity

Shuja Ahmad, Lahore

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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Mohmand Marble City (MMC) is being constructed on 350 acres
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~ Pakistan needs
.+ modern tech to
2n excavate world-class

of land and its major part has been completed with about 45

industrial units which have started production besides generating
around 500,000 jobs for the youth

he mines and mineral department has ap-
proved the establishment of crushing zones
project in Khyber Pakthunkhwa(KFP) to
tap about 60,000 million tons (MT) of
marble potential of the province and save itfrom
waste during excavation besides curbing air pollu-

The government in order to ensure successful ex-
ecution, has allocated Rs5.5 million for its feasibility
studies and practical work on its recommendations
would soon start, official sources in the mines and
mineral department told a news agency. All stake-
agency would be taken into confidence before start-
ing practical work on it, he added.

Tarig Waheed, a senior geologist in the mines

' and mineral department, told the agency that tribal

districts were rich in marble reserves with a poten-
tial of producing about 60,000 million tons (MT) of
marble,

He said KP, including merged areas, were bless-
ed with different types of marble resources includ-
g granite, manganese, chromite, copper, nephrite,
jadeite, serpentinite, garnet, epidote, actinolite, tour-
maline, idocrase, grossular, emerald, silica sand,
dolomite, quartz, feldspar, axinite, sphene, laterite,
barite, graphite, soapstone, fluorite, diamond, lime-
stone, coal, iron ore, sandstone, black limestone;
lead, agate, gold, silver, mickel and adaptation of
modern mechanized mining would help generate
substantial revenue for Palastan.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Last year, an infegrated districts development
plan (IDDP) study was conducted on marble depos-
its in the merged districts, which revealed the pres-
ence of about 14,700 MT marble in four districts
including 8,450 MT in Mohmand, 5,850 MT in Ba-
jaur, 345 MT m Khyber and 65MT in Kurram.

Four projects were under process including Rs
109 million ‘exploration of decorative stones' proj-
ect in Mohmand, Bajaur and Khyber; Bs 149.290
million projects for the exploration of metallic
and chromite, development of rare metallic mines,
coal, marbles, platimim, silver and gold reservoirs
in Orakzai; and Rs142 million and Rs198.030 mil-
lion projects for strengthening Project Management
Unit (PMU).

Mohmand Marble City (MMC) is being con-
structed on 350 acres of land and its major part
has been completed with about 45 industrial units
around 500,000 jobs for the youth.

‘Marble City' is also being constructed in the
would be set up with an employment generafion po-
tential of 25,000 people.

The government would spend Rs 10 million on
the relocation of marble units of Warsak Road to
the nearest industrial zones; Rs 837 on the alloca-
tion of 100 acres of land for Buner marble city and
Rs 200 million for the acquisition of Salt and Gyp-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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sum City in Karak

On the other hand, the Pakistan-China Jomnt
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCICCI)
recently urged the government to incenfivise the
marble industry of Pakistan for value addition to
encourage exports which have been estimated worth
over $200 million annualty.

The PCICCI suggested setting up a marble city
in the federal capital and establishing more Com-
mon Facility and Traiming Centres (CFTC) across
the country with the collaboration of China.

A meefing was held at PCICCI premises for re-
viewing ways and means to resolve the issues con-
fronted by the marble industry.

PCICCI President Wang Zihai said the govern-
ment should pay special attention to the develop-
ment of the marble and granite industry as it could
pave the way to the rapid recovery of the economy

Pakistan is the 6th largest mineral extractor of
marble and granite and has a place on the world

mining map. The country has enormous potential to
promote exports of marble products as it possesses
huge marble and granite reserves of around 350 mil-
lion tonnes and 64 varieties of marble and granite
stones, he added.

“Currently, the global market for marble and
granite was estimated at around $62 billion, but Pa-
kistan's was below one per cent, which should be a
cause of concern for the policymakers,” Zihai said,
addmng that with government support, the marble in-
dustry could become the backbone of the economy.

With the right approach and incentives, the sec-
tor could fetch Pakistan more than $200 million per
year in exports, Zihai points out.

PCICCI Senior Vice President Ehsan Choudhry
said the high electricity cost use of obsolete mining
techniques, lack of financing facility and processing
units, law and order issues in major mining areas,
inconsistent power supply, insufficient infrastruc-
ture from mines to ports, lack of value-addition,
improper transportation facilities and supply chain
problems were the major hurdles that were holding
tential.

“We should facilitate investors to overcome pow-
er shortages; the erratic power crisis 15 a gigantic ob-
stacle in attracting investments. Most of the existing
pelled to work on 5 per cent of installed capacity
due to hours of load-shedding,” he informed.

He said that to meet the industrial power needs,
investors should be encouraged to install and main-
tain their own coal-power plants. “Taxes and duties
can be lifted or at least relaxed for importing power

plants and spare parts etc,” he added.
PCICCI Vice President Sarfaraz Butt said mar-

ble miners should stop using the blasting method,

The PCJCCI suggested setting
up of a marble city in the feder-
al capital and the establishment

of more Common Facility and
Training Centres (CFTC) across
the country with the collabora-

tion of China

and get the latest machinery on a rental basis for ex-
tracting marble. “Standard wastage in the world is
45 per cent for the marble sector,” he said, adding
that in Pakistan blasting technique destroyed 85 per
cent of marble during mining.

“With the use of technology and innovation, we
can even utilise marble powder for building blocks,”
Butt said.

China is the major importer of Pakistani marble
with a share of almost 85 per cent. China is enthusi-
astically interested in local marbles and establishing
joint ventures with Palastani marble exporters, but
security reasons and deteriorating law and order sit-
uation were demoralising the inmvestors, the PCICCI

said. m

| AUGUST 15 - SEPTEMBER 15, 2022



64GB | 4GB
ROM RAM

- || 4000 MAH BATTERY

RS 16,499/-




00S
00007

\~|

HIHIO

ST HHOM L S

J95¢

SIS F

SN ZZYT

= —

akistan-Iran Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
15 on the cards as the two countries have
pledged to finalise and sign the FTA to re-
move barriers in bilateral trade in the next

six months.
It has also been discussed between the two coun-
ties at the 21st Session of the Pak-Tran Joint Eco-
nomic Commission that they will work together to

. operationalise the Barter Trade as per the agreement

signed between Quetta and Zahedan Chambers.
The two sides have further agreed to discuss the

removal of the tanff and non-tanff barriers to en-

hance bilateral trade. On the sidelines of the JEC,
the apex chambers of commerce from both sides

 also decided to promote business-to-business inte-

grations.
The 21st Session of the Pak-Iran Joint Econom-

ic Commission was hosted by Pakistan. Dunng

the session, Federal Minister for Commerce, Syed
NaveedQamar said that Palastan and Iran enjoy
multi-dimensional relations.

Pakistan highly values its friendly and broth-

i erly relationship with the neighbouring country

Iran, which is also been proved by the time. The
two countries share complete trust, mutual under-
standing and convergence of views on all bilateral,

Federal Mimister for Commerce expressed these

. views during a meeting with the Iranian Minister

for Roads and Urban Development RostamGhase-

. mi along with a delegation of 57 dignitaries from

Iran during the 21st Session of the Pak-Iran Joint
E i C S
Syed NaveedQamar said that although the ex-

| not commensurate with the true potential of the re-
| spective state yet Palastan 1s committed to taking all
| possible measures to increase the volume of mutual
|| trade to the level of $5 billion.

Moreover, in order to facilitate trade an addihon-
al border crossing point at Gabd (near Gwadar)-Re-
emdan has recently been operationalized by Palki-
stamn.

In addition, the purpose of the agreement on
International Transport between Pakistan and Iran
aims to facilitate trade traffic from Turkey to Pala-
stan through Iran, while Iramian goods and passen-
gers can have access to China through Palastan.

Palastan will have the benefits of access to other
Central Asian Republics and Europe through Tur-
key with the operationalization of the decisions tak-
en in the 21st session of JEC.

Syed NaveedQamar further said that the Quet-
ta-Taftan Road is trafficable, however, for its fur-
ther improvement, various projects are being
undertaken.

Federal Mimister Syed NaveedQamar stressed
the need for making visa conditions easier to facili-
tate Pakistani traders and visitors.

Talking to media persons, Iranian Minister for
Roads and Urban Development, RustamGahsami
said that the 21st JEC would play a very important

. role in the promotion of mutual trade between the

two countries and there were frutful discussions in
many fields including energy and trade.

He said that the two sides had finalised the time
frame as the promotion of transit trade was very
important for both. He pointed out that transport,
trade and energy were very important for boosting
the economy of the two countries.

Four different agreements were signed between
the two countries in the 21st Session which included
agreements on maritime cooperation, media, tour-
1sm and the national museums of the two countries.

The first agreement for media cooperation was
signed between Palistan's National News Agency,
Associated Press of Pakistan (APP) and Iran's na-
tional news Agency, IRINA.

The second agreement was on maritime cooper-
ation, which was signed by the representative of the
Ministry of Defense from Pakistan and the Ministry
of Maritime from Iran.

The third agreement was signed for the promo-
tion of tourism by representatives of the respective
ministries of the two countries.

The fourth agreement was signed by the national

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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Free 'Irade Agreement
between Pakistan,
Iran on the cards

The two sides have further agreed to discuss the removal of
the tariff and non-tariff barriers to enhance bilateral trade.

On the sidelines of the JEC, the apex chambers of commerce
from both sides also decided to promote business-to-business

integrations

museums of the two countries for the promotion of
mutual cooperation.

Earlier, Federal Minister for Finance and Reve-
mue Miftah Tsmail welcomed Pak-Iran cooperation
in the energy and trade sectors and said the Pala-
stan government was determined to strengthen ties
with the Islamic republic in all areas.

from Iran.

“Cur minister KhurramDastegir travelled to
Iran to enhance electricity imports from Iran, which
15 a posifive development.”

He said the gas pipeline project was quite tricky
as it came under sanctions soon after it was signed.
Though the sanctions were lifted after a nuclear
agreement between Iran and the P5+1 had struck in

the Islamic Republic News

2015 yet the United States

Agency (IRNA) before the P Kjgtan highly values its friend-poilaterally walked away

Joint Economic

from the agreement and

sion (JEC) meeting, said ly and brotherly relations with again imposed sanctions

the government was ready
to enhance relations with

the neighbouring country Iran,

on Iran.
“Our petroleum min-

Iran in all sectors, especial- which has also been proved by ister DiMusadik Malik is

Iy in bilateral trade.

The previous govern-
ment, he said, had pro-
posed to increase the bi-
lateral trade volume to
$500 million or euros by
trading in local currencies.
He asked the State Bank of
Palastan governor to hold
talks with his Iranian coun-

the time. The two countries
share a complete trust, mutual Eﬂ;ﬂ on the table,”
understanding and
convergence of views on all
bilateral, regional and
international issues

trying to import gas and
the Iranian option in this

Miftah Ismail regretted
that the wolume of Pak-
Iran bilateral trade was
quite low, despite the fact
that both shared a common
border and could frade

terpart as early as possible
to materialize the proposal.

Miftah Ismail suggested more travel routes
to facilitate trade between the two countries. He
stressed on providing more facilities for passengers
in Balochistan as an enhanced people-to-people ex-
change held a big help to promote trade.

The Minister said Palastan was in a dire need
of gas and energy that could be easily fulfilled by
Iran. The Pakistani government had already taken
a major step in increasing the import of electncity

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

through a barter mecha-
nism as well as in cash.

He said the two countries had strong brother-
ly and friendly relations. Their trade ties, however,
were not strong as compared to the cultural, politi-

“Tran produces lots of things which Pakistan
buys or could buy and vice-versa. The one major
agenda of the upcoming meeting of the Joint Eco-
nomic Commission would be to enhance the bilater-
il trade between the two friendly countries.” m
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he government

has lifted the ban

on the import of

non-essential
and luwxury items to meet
a condition of the IMF
ahead of a meeting of this
global lender later this
month to decide on a bail-
out package for the cash-
strapped national econo-
my. The government, led
by Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif, had imposed a
ban to arrest the depleting
foreign exchange reserves
and deteriorating balance
of payments.

Addressing a press
conference, Finance Min-
ister Miftah Ismail said
that the ban would go but
with a price on importers
as heavy duty would be
imposed to make the im-
port costly.

The Minister said the

government was scrap-
pingthcimpurtbanasitm
was an international re- .- ___- -
quirement, but the regula- £ & G E==tigH
tory duty that will be im- 0
posed on the non-essential

“We will impose such
heavy duties that these
items cannot be imported
(easily) or at least in their
finished form. I don't
have enough dollars, so I
will prioritise cotton, ed-
ible oil, and wheat. I do
not prioritise iPhones or
cars,” he said.

The heavy duties will
be imposed on completely
built-up {CBU) commodi-
ties — cars, mobile phones,
and electronic appliances
—and apart from them, on §8
the imported fish, meat, jg

Even then, if a person
wants to import a car that
is originally worth Rs. 60
million, after the regulato-
ry duties it will cost them
Rs. 300-400 million, they

Govt lifts ban on
import of luxu
items to meet |
demand
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The heavy duties will be imposed on completely built-up (CBU)
commodities — cars, mobile phones, and electronic appliances
— and apart from them, on the imported fish, meat, purse, and

other such non-luxury items

all-time high of $27.228
billion on August 27,

eign exchange reserves
have declined by $13.615
billion.

The official foreign
exchange reserves of the
State Bank witnessed an
increase of $67 million
to $7.897 billion by the
week ended August 12,
2022, as compared with
$7.83 billion a week ago.

The foreign exchange
reserves held by the cen-
tral bank witnessed a re-
cord high at $20.146 bil-
lion by the week ended
August 27, 2021. Since
then the official reserves
of the SBP declined by
$12.249 billion.

The country has taken
the decision in order to
fulfil the condition of the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) to get loans.

As per directions
of the ECC/Cabinet,
the Tarff Policy Board
(TPB), constituted under
National Tarff Policy,
2019-24 and represented
\ by all stakeholders i.e.
Minister for Industries &
Production, Chairman
FBR, Secretary Finance,
Secretary Bol and Sec-
retary Commerce, and
chaired by the Federal
Minister for Commerce,
is considering the issue of
imposition of Regulatory
Duty (RD) on all non-es-
sential items removed
from the banned list of

FBE. has submitted
the proposal of impos-
g or enhancing RD on
the non-essential items
on total 881 Tarnff lines
pertaining to banned
items under SRO 1ie
598(I)/2022 (Now 892
Tanff lines after transpo-
sition of HS 2022).

Federal Government
vide SRO 598(I)/2022
dated 19-05-2022 amend-

K

can import it, the Minister
said.

Ismail said the govern-
ment’s objective was not just to allow imports, but
it was to fulfil international and IMF demands, at
the same time keep the current account deficit in
check.

The IMF’s Executive Board will meet soon to
approve a bailout package for Pakistan, including
the pending disbursement of about USD 1.18 bil-
Lion.

Talking about the restoration of the stalled
bailout package, Ismail said the International
Monetary Fund wanted Pakistan to ensure funds
amounting to USD 6 billion for which it needed to
secure UUSD 4 billion in funding from other coun-
tries, which has been arranged.

The Ministry of Commerce issued SRO
1562(I)/2022 for lifting the ban on luxury and
non-essential items, including motor vehicles, mo-
bile phones and home appliances.

The government imposed a complete ban on
the import of such items in the wake of the serious
balance of payment crisis and to prevent a fall in
rupee value. Despite the ban, the rupee fell to the
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historic low of Bs239.94 against the dollar on July
28, 2022.

It 15 worth mentioning that the foreign ex-
change reserves were drastically decreased despite
the imposition of a ban on imported luxury items.

The government imposed a ban
to prevent the fall in the rupee
value but the rupee, despite
the ban, continued to go down

to reach the historic low of
Rs239.94 against the dollar

Palastan's foreign exchange reserves have in-
creased by $52 million by the week ending on
Aungust 12. The foreign exchange reserves of the
country have recorded at $13.613 billion on August
12 as compared to $13.561 billion a week ago i.e.
August 05, 2022.

The country's foreign exchange reserves hit an
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ed Import Policy Order
2022 imposing a ban on
non-essenfial and luxu-
ry items. Subsequently, ECC of the Cabinet vide
case No. ECC/24/2022 dated 28-08-2022 on the
summary submitted by the Ministry of Commerce
regarding “Prolibition/Complete Quantitative
Restrictions on Import of Non-Essential and Lux-
ury Items” approved the lifting of the ban imposed
vide SRO 598(I)/2022 and also directed Tariff Pol-
icy Board to consider the imposition of Regulatory
Duty (RD) on non-essential items and submit a
summary to the Federal Cabinet.

According to the decision, 59 tariff lines (TLs)
pertain to Home Appliance, 49 TLs pertain to
Auto CBUs, 02 TLs pertain to Mobile phones
{CBUs) and 782 TLs pertain to different categories
of non-essential/luxury items 8§ taniff lines of Auto
CBUs and 12 taniff lines pertaining to different cat-
egories of Home appliances are subject to 0% RD.

Out of 782 taniff lines pertaining to non-essential
items, 159 tariff lines are subject to 0% RD, whereas
the remaining tanff lines are subject to an R range
of 5% — 60%. Moreover, 142 taniff lines are already
at the maxymum bound rates of WTO. »
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. segment of PEACE has

| from Karachi, Pakistan to

" the PEACE.

. band subscribers and de-

| nects Karachi, Pakistan

. of Karachi and Zafarana

EACE Cable In-
ternational Net-
work Company
Limited has com-
pleted the construction and
laying of PEACE subma-
rine cable mfrastructure in
Pakistan together with Cy-
thus enabling connectivity
Marseille, France ready for
service, according to a re-
cently issued statement by

The PEACE cable, a

. France

Palastan soon. This brings

submarine cables currently
connecting or planned to
connect Palistan with the
world.

The number of broad-

mand for data has seen

in Pakistan over the last
several years. The mumber
of broadband subscrip-
tions has grown to 119 mil-
lion, representing 53.92%
of the population.

The PEACE Paki-
stan-Egypt segment con-

and Zafarana, Egypt,
spanning a total length of
5,800 km. The landings

were completed in March
and December 2021 re-

seille, France, to Abu Ta-
lat, Egypt, a 3,200km long
project, has also achieved
RFS i March 2022

Therefore, the route from
Palastan to France of the

PEACE cable system is internet bandwidth with e

now fully constructed well
and ready for use.

In 2019, the landing
agreement was signed by
Cybernet and PEACE Ca-

Free download: flare.pk

PEACE Cable soon

to put Pakistan
internet speed at
part with France

o Pakistan

&=
Maldives

Through the deployment of the PEACE submarine cable
system, Pakistan will have access to high-speed, large-volume
xpress connectivity to France. With its
ultra-low latency design, this cable will reduce latency between

Pakistan and France to 92 milliseconds

INSIGHT |
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ROADM powered by
WSS and Flexible Grid,
providing PoP to PoP
solutions. PEACE has a
capacity of up to 96T for
the Palastan-Egypt seg-
ment and 192T for the
Mediterranean  segment
from Egypt connecting
to France. Meanwhile,
PEACE is now under
construction for the Singa-
extend the coverage of the
PEACE cable system to
Southeast Asia and contin-
ue to enhance the value of
the PEACE cable system's
network resources, form-
ing a major Asia-FEurope

i

inferconnection channel
by connecting Singapore,
the Southeast Asian in-
ternational circuit transfer
centre, and France, the
European transfer centre.
“The segment from
Palastan to France has
now been built well,
which is really a thrilling
milestone”, Sun Xiachua,
COO of PEACE Cable,
. says. “With Cybernet, we
b WIGETTelS will bring much-needed
R’ - redundancy to Pakistan's
Internet backbone and
provide users with high-
speed fraffic to meet the
rapidly growing demand
for internet access in dif-
ferent types of digital
scenarios in Palastan.”
MrShoaib Qureshi, Coun-
try Manager of PEACE
Cable in Pakistan, says:
% “PEACE is the first inter-
LW  national submarine cable
starting from Pakistan
and reaching Europe, Af
rica and Singapore. It is
a new beginning of the
submarine chapter for the
Palistan market, we are
very excited to grow this
region’s connectivity.”
Maroof Ali Shaham,
COO of Cybernet says,
"We have completed a key
segment of the PEACE
submarine cable system,
from Palkistan to France,

Cable

ble. Cybernet, the landing

. partner of PEACE in Pa-

kistan, has built the country’s state-of-the-art, Cable
Landing Station in Karachi, which will allow global
carriers, Content Delivery Networks (CDNs), con-
tent providers and virtually all IT-enabled firms
to tap into the submanne cable capacity at easily
accessible interconmect points across Palkistan.
Cybernet has the most robust fibre optic network
across the country which will also facilitate access

. and boost business opportunities for PEACE in the

Asian region.

Through the deployment of the PEACE sub-
marine cable system, Pakistan will have access fo
express connectivity to France. With its ultra-low la-
tency design, this cable will reduce latency between
Pakistan and France to 92 milliseconds. This will
improve the response time of Internet-based appli-
cations and the experience of Pakistam users while
providing much-needed redundancy to Pakistan's
Internet infrastructure. The increased capacity will
finally make it possible to provide ultra-fast band-
width connections across Pakistani citizens, with
speeds comparable to those m cifies such as Hong
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Kong, Singapore and New York. The PEACE Ca-
ble System, connects Asia, Africa and Europe, with
its stronghold connecting Pakistan, France, Egypt,
The PEACE Cable System,
connects Asia, Africa and
Furope, with its stronghold
connecting Pakistan, France,
Egypt, and Kenya. The whole
system deploys a state-of-the-
art “system-within-a-system”
and adopts advanced ROADM
powered by WSS and Flexible
Grid, providing PoP to PoP
solutions

and Kenya. The whole system deploys a state-of-the-
art “system-within-a-system” and adopts advanced
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which will have a tremen-
landscape in Palkistan. Providing an enabling emvi-
ronment for businesses and consumers is at the heart
of what we do. The cable system will help the na-
tion stay connected with the world in an ever-chang-
ing technological landscape.” Cybernet has almost
22 years of experience building and running fibre
broadband operations, IP/MPLS networks, and
cloud-optimized data centres across the country. Cy-
bernet built Pakistan's first carrier-neutral cable land-
ing station for PEACE cable. Since Cybernet is one
of Pakistan’s oldest ISPs, the PEACE Cable Landing
Station Partner in Pakistan has appointed it with the
task of deploying PEACE Pakistan Cable Landing
Station (CLS) and loolang over its operations.
FEACE is now under construction for the Sin-
gapore extension, which will lead to expanding the
coverage of the PEACE cable system to Southeast
Asia. Furthermore, it will increase the worth of
the PEACE cable system’s network resources, de-
veloping an essential Asia-Furope interconmection
European transfer centre. B
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'ATM frauds

unabated despite
preventive steps
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9 Dear Customes Your HBL ATM Has
Been Blocked Becouse You Have Mot
Update Yet If You Want To Keep Using
Your ATM Card activation Fill form
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Many fraudulent methods exist in Pakistan to steal information
and money from individuals. When people call on a given
number they asked for sensitive personal information such as

CNIC, bank account details, ete

ave you got an SMS informing you that

your ATM has been blocked? Does the

message then instruct you to call a cer-

tain cell phone to make sure your ATM
works properly?

Many people have received bulk SMSs from
different mobile mumbers such as 03193095813,
03190894577: Dear Customer Your ATM card has
been blocked by State Bank due to non-verification
yet if you want to keep using your ATM card us:
call me.

The people rush to the banks to check their
ATM cards and here they find the cards are work-
ing pretty fine, and the bank manager tells the cus-
tomers these SMSs are fake.

Many fraudulent methods exist in Palastan to
When people call on a given number they asked for
sensitive personal information such as CNIC, bank
account details, etc. The first thing you need to do
on recerving such an SMS is to give a call to your
bank to verify it. Bank customers are also advised
to take the necessary steps to protect their bank
account information, including the details of their
payment cards.

Most of us are aware of these fraudulent practic-
es. Bank customers are also advised to take the nec-
essary steps to protect their sensitive bank account
information, including the details of their payment
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cards, and never share their personal information
with strangers.

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
has been actively working to restrict spam calls and
messages who spread misleading information on fi-
nancial prize schemes. Earlier this month, Lahore
High Court directed the PTA to stop unwarranted
promotional calls and text messages as a result of a
petition filed by a citizen. In its move to curb spam
calls, the PTA has started asking the public via SMS
dlerts to report “spamming/unsolicited communi-
cation” by sending a detailed message on 2000.

As you know that text messaging has emerged
as a safe haven for misleading calls on financial
prize schemes. Inexperienced mobile phone users
are often trapped by SMS mafias who ask for users’
personal details to deliver an expensive gift, car or
cash prize. There have been multiple cases, where
users were asked to transfer some amount in order
to get some bigger prize. Benazir Income Support
Program has been abused by such spammers for a
long time. The PTA has said in an SMS alert that
users need to simply type the spammers’ cell num-
ber and ‘received text’ and send this message to
9000. As the public notice states;

“To report spamming/unsolicited communi-
cation, type spammers cell number space recerved
message and send it to short code 9000. You can
dlso block the number from your smartphone if the
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gadget has this feature.”

It is preeminent to note here that those spam-
mers who will not stop doing so, may face legal
consequences according to the law. The PTA has
requested the public to cooperate and report any
such misleading items so that instant action can be
taken. Meanwhile, smartphone users can also block
such spammers by adding them to blacklisted num-
bers.

ATM scams are taking place all over Pakistan,
especially in the major cities of the country such
as Karachi and Islamabad. Recently, a number of
crimes related to scams have been detected. They
also included illegal removal of balances from bank
accounts, blocking of ATM cards and more. The
sources after the surfacing of such incidents claim
that there has been an increase in the mumber of
unauthorized access to accounts.

The FIA started looking into the matter of the
increased incidents of theft and fraud. According
to a leading bank in Palkistan, its customers are los-
g millions from these cyber-attacks happening.
Sources claim that malls have also been targeted
m Karachi. Moreover, a close activity of the same
crime also occurred in Islamabad. Therefore, to en-
sure no losses in future, banks are taking necessary
actions and have blocked ATM cards for security
reasons. Skimming devices are placed in the ATM
machines so that the data can be collected such as

the “pin code “of the cardholder. Customers from
Islamabad and Karachi say that their cards are be-
ing illegally used while (they) are not even retriev-
ing money through them.

Financial inclusion in Pakistan is developing
with time and more people are benefiting from it.
However, at the same time, an increase in cyberat-
tacks and crimes 15 also being reported.

Secure Networks (Pvt.) Ltd has launched face
recognition for ATM machines. It's well equipped
with the technology to recognize the user's face
during the transaction and alert them to be cautious

Bank customers are also
advised to take the necessary
steps to protect their sensitive

bank account information,
including the details of their
payment cards, and never share
their personal information with
strangers

if someone is trying to peek over their shoulders to
obtain the PTN. Furthermore, it also refuses to serve
an individual who is wearing sunglasses or a mask.
This face recognition technology helps:

To ensure that person who uses the ATM is
the actual card owner

To identify Bank VIP customers

To verify the bank customer and determines
the blacklist customers

To prevent illegal usage of the ATM cards m
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I'l, telecom earn

record $2.6billion
revenue in FY202]-22
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Export of seﬁ’icés in the field of computers fo the first time
crossed the $ 2 billion mark in FY2021-22 as Pakistan earned
$2,106.14 million which is 26.40% higher than the $1,666.31

million export during the preceding year, the data showed

he world admitted that the people of Paki-

stan are the heart and soul of innovation.

than it ever had, and it has been predict-
ed to continue to increase until at least 2050. The
youth have the power to transform a country's fu-
ture. The country’s digital potential is immense in
terms of talents and cost competitiveness. The IT
sector is growing exponentially at a phenomenal
pace as a result of progressive policy interventions
of the Ministry of IT. The size of the IT Industry
has doubled in the past four years and there is an
optimistic prediction that it will grow 100% in the
next two to four years.

Export of services in telecommunication, com-
$2.61 billion during the fiscal year 2021-22, depict-
ing 24 per cent year-on-year growth.

According to data released by the Pakistan Bu-
reau of Statistics (PBS), yearly export of telecom-
munication, computer and information services in-
creased by 15.30, 26.40 and 31 per cent respectively
as compared to FY 2020-21.

Export of services in the field of computers for
the first time crossed the $ 2 billion mark in FY2021-
22 as Pakistan earned $2,106.14 million which is
26.40% higher than the $1,666.31 million export of
the preceding year, the data showed.

The volume of export of software consultancy
services rose to $795.48 million with a 43.43% in-
crease over $554.612 million while export and im-
port of computer software fetched § 563.07 million
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for the country in FY21-22 depicting a 34.87% in-
crease as compared to $ 417.485 million of FY20-
21.

Besides, a significant rise of 429.58 % has been
observed in hardware consultancy services which
reached $ 2.918 million from the previous year's
nominal export of $551 thousand while services

relating to mamtenance and repairs of computers

Export of services by call
centres rose to $215.50 million
while other telecommunication
services to $288.94 million,
depieting 39.43 % and 2.12%
growth respectively

brought $1.45 million in the country 118.43% high-
er than the previous year, the PBS data showed.

A 7.25% increase was also recorded in the export
of other computer services during the period under
review and its volume reached $743.23 million from
$693 million.

Export of services in the telecommunication
sub-sector in FY 21-22 with 15.31% growth amount-
ed to $504.44 million while its export volume in the
previous year was recorded at $ 437.5 million.

Export of services by call centres rose to $215.50
to $288.94 million depicting 39.43 % and 2.12%

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

growth respectively.

The PBS data for FY 2-21-22 further indicated
a 31 per cent growth in the export of information
services as its volume went up to $5.23 million from
$3.99 million in FY20-21.

Of them, news agency services amounted to
$3.448 million while other information services
brought $1.78 million to the country showing an in-
crease of 49.65% and 5.69% respectively.

On the other hand, trade with regional states can
play a key role in boosting exports besides strength-
ening regional economic integration.

‘While talking to a delegation of industrialists and
traders led by Syed Hussain Amir Jafri, Coordinator
to Federal Tax Ombudsman MeherKashifYounis
said that the private sector of Pakistan must fully ex-
ploit its potential to explore investments avenues for
joint ventures and exports in all the regional states
which, he added, will not only enhance exports but
also bring economic prosperity to the region.

He said, unfortunately, all other regional states
except Palastan are talang full advantage of the pro-
motion of bilateral and multilateral trade that helps
stabilise their economies besides improving eco-
nomic growth and cooperation.

Expressing his concern, he said Palastan’s re-
gional trade deficit has further yawned instead of
increasing its volume.

MeherKashifYounis said barter trade in local
pressure on Pakistan rupees.

He said Pakistan can comfortably increase ex-
ports by at least up to US$50 billion all over the
world incluoding nine regional states which included
China, Afghanistan, Iran, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
India, Nepal, Bhutan and Maldives.
of broadening regional trade to speed up exports.
He urged the government to take immediate mea-
sures to focus on increasing intra-regional trade on
the classic pattern of ECO and D-8.

He urged the government to constitute a consti-
tutionally powerfiul high-level committee compris-
ing all stakeholders with a clear mandate studded
with consistent economic policies for boosting ex-
ports and to do with away all hurdles to the smooth
flow of exports.

Meanwhile, Chairman of UK-Palastan Business
Council MianKashifAshfaq said frequent exchange
of Pak-EU high-level delegations would boost ex-
ports, besides strengthening economic cooperation
and trade relations.

Talking to a delegation of importers and ex-
porters led by President of Pak-British Friendship
Council North UK MuhmmadArbab Khan, he said
Palastan always attached great importance fo its re-
lations with the European Union as well as coop-
erative bilateral trade ties with all the EUU member
states.

He expressed the hope that the upcoming visit of
an EU parliamentary delegation to Pakistan and the
next round of political and security dialogues under
the EU-Palkistan Strategic Engagement Plan would
pave a way for substantive cooperation between the
two sides, besides improving frade and enhancing
exports manifolds.

MianKashifAshfag said the current GSP plus
status was enhancing the mutually beneficial trade
ties between the two sides and Pakistan would hope-
fully continue to be part of the arrangements beyond
2023.

He urged the local exporters to also focus on im-
ports in all EU member states, besides the UK, as
the same were big markets for Palastan.

He said exports worldwide are acknowledged as
a major source of income for any country without
which no state could progress in any sphere of life.

He said in the prevailing scenario, all countries
- even developed and under-developed— were giv-
ing paramount importance to enhancing trade for
which they offered incentives to increase exports.

He said the UK-Pakistan Business Council - a
non-profit entity - was fully committed to facilitat-
ing the importers and exporters of either country to
promote trade and fortify economic cooperation be-
tween the two countries. m
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Unscrupulous
policies, extra
spending up budget
deflclt by Rsl.] trillion
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The budget deficit amounted to Rsl.9 trillion or 51 per cent higher
than the data recorded in the fiscal year 2020-21 - the third year
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT) government. Most of the
preceding fiscal year had been covered by the PTI government
that remained in office until the second week of April

ne of the dominant reasons for the high-
est ever budget deficit is subsidies of
Rs1.53 trillion given to the public in the
preceding fiscal year, resulting in Rs. 1.1
trillion or 260 per cent increase in the budget deficit.

Consequences of massive economic deteriora-
tion have begun to surface as the summary of con-
solidated fiscal operation uploaded by the Finance
Division on August 21 showed an alarming budget
deficit of over Es.5.6 trllion— 51 per cent over the
preceding year. The government has been unsuc-
cessful to attain the targeted budget deficit for the
last fiscal year as the financial year (2021-22) was
closed with a deficit of 7.9 per cent agamnst the 6.3
per cent target set in the budget.

Throughout the country’s history, the Rs5.6 tril-
lion gap between federal income and expenditures
was the highest. The budget deficit amounted to
Rs1.9 trillion or 51 per cent higher than the data
recorded in the fiscal year 2020-21 — the third year
of the Palkistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government.
Most of the preceding fiscal year had been covered
by the PTI government that remained in office until
the second week of April.

Soon after the coalition government came into
power, Finance Minister Miftah Ismail predicted
that the budget deficit could nse to Rs5.6 trllion
due to massive pending liabilities left by the former
government.

A review of the fiscal operations revealed dis-
crepancies to the tune of Rs. 197.4 billion in the
federal government's records, which is exceptionally
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huge compared to the government’s own lax stan-
dards.

One of the dominant reasons for the highest ever
budget deficit 1s subsidies of Rs1.53 trillion given to
the people in the preceding fiscal year, resulting in
an Rs1.1 trnllion or 260 per cent increase in the bud-
get deficit.

The provision of fuel subsidies by the former
PTI government depleted government resources
and disrupted the Intermational Mometary Fund
(IMTF) loan programme. Over Rs.1 inllion were paid
in subsidies during the final quarter of the fiscal year
because the previous government had not cleared
the subsidy accounts, leaving a challenge for the new
government.

The latest fiscal operations summary proved the
generally held opinion that the step to announce foel
and energy subsidies just weeks prior to the dismiss-
al of Imran Khan's government was unreasonable
and unsupported by resources.

The former government had modified the ap-
proach and adjusted the base year which was con-
basis of the revised size of the economy which was
projected at Rs67 frillion, the government budget
deficit was 8.4 per cent of the GDP. However, based
on the old GDPF, which was also used to set budget
targets in June last year, the deficit was equal to 10.4
per cent of the GDP.

‘Within two months of the National Assembly’s
ratification, the current budget for the fiscal year
2022-23 has become utterly pointless. The results
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have also cast doubt on the government’s ability to
fulfil its commitments made with the IMF.

Defending the fiscal position, the spokesperson
of the Finance Ministry, Rana Assad Amin main-
tained that the Ministry successfully managed to
control expenditures and keep them at last year's
level despite heavy odds.

He said the overall budget deficit would not ex-
ceed 6.5% of the GDP by June of the current fiscal
year, which would be in line with the revised target
approved by the cabinet in its second last meeting
before the end of the government’s term.

Independent assessments and those of interna-
tional financial institutions suggest that the over-
all budget deficit will likely be around 7.5% of the
GDP. Again, hefty power subsidies, high cost of
led to the increase in overall spending.

In the nine months under review, the Finance
Ministry gave Rs270 billion mn power subsidies
against the target of Rs185 billion for the whole
year. There was an increase of 141% in power sub-
sidies as in the last comparative period, excluding
power arrears, the subsidies had remained at Rs112
billion.

A review of the fiscal operations
revealed discrepancies to the
Rs1974 billion in the federal
government’s records, which is
exceptionally huge compared to
the government’s own lax
standards

Similarly, Rs772 billion was given in interest
payments, higher by Rs148 billion or 23.7%. For
runmng the affairs of the Federal Government,
Rs180 billion was spent, which is higher by Rs30
billion or 20%.

Federal development spending, including Rs42.5
billion which Raja Pervez Ashraf spent according to
his will, stood at Rs203 billion.

On the other hand, the country’s economic prob-
lems have been aggravated over the last couple of
months. Pakistan’s total debt and liabilities have
increased to Rs59.7 trillion in the diamond jubilee
year, as the country added Rsl2 trillion, or one-
fourth of its entire debt accrued in the previous 74
years.

Credit for this wormnisome development goes to
the imprudent fiscal policies of the government and
the destructive impact of currency depreciation.

Former Prime Minister Imran Khan vowed that
by the end of his term, he will reduce the overall
public debt to Rs20 trillion.

In June, the debt soared by Rs3.145 trllion
month-on-month, the highest ever monthly in-
crease. Higher borrowings from commercial banks
to pay the budget deficit as external funding dried up
resulted in an increase in the central government's
domestic debt, which grew 18.2 per cent to Rs31 tril-
lion in FY2022.

In FY2022, Pakistan had a record budget deficit
of Rs5.5 trillion, over and above the annual target of
Rs4.4 trillion. The increased spending requirement
for providing fuel subsidies, as well as the delay in
reviving the International Monetary Program and a
lack of external finance, all contributed to a growth
in the public debt.

Foreign debts and liabilities climbed to $130.2
billion in the fiscal year ended June 30, 2022, up
from $122.2 billion the previous year, as the country
borrowed more from multilateral donors and bilat-
eral sources to boost repayment capacity and shore
up foreign reserves.

The central bank’s latest debt bulletin for the fis-
cal year 2021-22 revealed that the debt burden in-
creased m absolute terms as well as in terms of the
size of the national economy, showing that Palkistan
is rapidly sinking beneath an unmanageable debt
burden. =
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eaders in Islamabad are instrumental in
bringing new thoughts and significant
perspectives always. During a panel
discussion at the 5th edition of Lead-
ers in Islamabad Business Summit 2022, titled
‘Re-Imagineering Leadership, Productivity, and
the Workplace', Chief Executive Officer (CEQ)
JazzAamir Ibrahim, said that the role of leader-
ship was even more pronounced in the current

| economic circumstances than any other thing.

Replying to a query about the role of leader-
ship in the current volatile, uncertain, complex,
and ambiguous environment, CEO Jazz Aamir

| Ibrahim said: “First myth is that the leadership

and title are two different things but the reality is
that you can be a leader regardless of your title
and the title alone not necessarily makes you a
leader.”

“We go through crises not only in our daily
lives but companies as well as countries also go
through ups and downs. However, the role of lead-
ership is more pronounced in times like these.”

“When you are in a critical mode, you have
limited bandwidth and energy so you really need
to adopt the method of ruthless prioritization on
what is that you are going to do and things (proj-
ects) that you need to (put on) pause,” he added.

“As a leader, you also need to have that sense

| of ownership even though many challenges and

factors lie outside your control.” Aamir Ibrahim
in a crisis-like economic situation suggested seek-

' ing mput and information from diverse sources

and not being shy of admitting what you don't

| know, and bringing in outside expertise when
. needed.

He added: “No job is more important than

taking care of your team, especially during a cni-

sis. Moreover, in the current age where a piece
of fake news gets viral immediately, I believe it is

| the responsibility of a leader to maintain frequent

communication that is honest and transparent as
well.”

Aamir also apprised the audience that the
earnings of the telecom sector in Pakistan rupees
yield a negative growth upon translation into
USD for foreign investors — constantly increasing
spectrum instalment payments being one of the
key contributing factors.

, Imagineering.
The Future

“Telecom industry’s financial health is severe-
ly impacted due to unprecedented rise in the cost
of operations, primarily fuel, electricity and inter-
est rates. During the current digital emergency,
we are seeking urgent policy interventions from
the government to provide critically needed fiscal
space to the industry to ensure its survival. This
includes pricing of spectrum in Pak rupee and ex-
tending the payment terms to 10 years instead of
5," Aamir concluded.

The summit every year, brings together the top
local and international business and corporate
leaders, as well as notable government and polit-
ical personalities, entrepreneurs, strategists, tech
gurus, and the intelligentsia to discuss and share
best practices and routes, reflect on challenges,
envision the future, and share creative and inno-
vative strategies.

This year's theme for the Summit ‘Imagining
the Future' gathered notable dignitaries from the
corporate and academia sectors who shared their
ideas on how to create impactful business strate-
gies through innovative platforms.

The panel discussion was moderated by Saqib
Ahmed, Country Manager SAP, who shed light on
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JAZZ CEQ says its

leader who makes
difference in crises

CEO Jazz Aamir Ibrahim also apprised the audience that
the earnings of the telecom sector in Pakistan rupees yield a
negative growth upon translation into USD for foreign investors
— constantly increasing spectrum instalment payments being
one of the key contributing factors

the aggressively changing economic environment.
The other panellists included Markus Strohmei-
er, Managing Director & CEQ, Siemens Pakistan,
Zeeshan Sheikh, Country Manager, Pakistan &
Afghanistan International Finance Corporation
(IFC); HatemBamatraf, President & CEOQ PTCL
Group; MalakAkieley, CEO, Golden Wheat for

The panel discussion was
moderated by Saqib Ahmed,
Country Manager SAP, who
shed light on the aggressively
changing economic
environment

Grain Trading Limited; and Khoo Boo Hock,
Chairman Infra Zamin; Director & Co-Founder,
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Green Guarantee Company (GGC).

For this year's LIIIBS, Dr. Miftah Ismail, Fed-
eral Minister for Finance and Revenue, and Sher-
1y Rehman Federal Minister for Climate Change
were invited as guests of honour for their 5th edi-
tion titled “Imagineering The Future.”

Jointly hosted by Nutshell Conferences Group
and Martin Dow Group, in strategic partnership
with OICCI (Overseas Investors Chamber of
Commerce & Industry), the summit highlighted
the best way forward for success, which is sustain-
able, inclusive, and profitable.

According to the details, over 20 global speak-
ers from various industries and different parts of
the world attended the two-day summat.

Both days of the summit were hybnid, with
physical attendance of over 1,000 business dele-
gates from Pakistan and abroad. Approximately
thousands of global and local audiences attended
the summit virtually. =
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Yiran An, Senior

P.roduct Mana er at
vivo Imaging Centre

shares his thou

hts

Yiran An
Semior Product Manager

at vivo

vivo, a leading smartphone brand is widely known for
its innovative technology and photographic capabilities.
Whether we talk about design, performance, or photography,
vivo has left its mark through its innovative smartphones all
over the industry. Focusing more on photography innovation,
all leading series of vivo smartphones, the X, V and Y series
have unreal imaging capabilities and outstanding camera
features. Moreover, considering the launch of the recent vivo
X80, it is undoubtedly a smartphone that revolutionized the
photography as well as the cinematography industry.

oday, to delve deeper into vivo's premier

imagimg technology and express his love

for photography, we would like to intro-

duoce a well-known name in the photogra-
phy industry, who is also a Senior Product Manager
at vivo Imaging Centre, Mr. Yiran An.

Introducing our guest, Mr. Yiran An, is a Senior
Produoct Manager, and a huge photography enthu-
siast who is also a certified member of The Royal
Photographic Society of Great Britain. He is also
a big contributor to many well-known photogra-
phy galleries and communities, and his published
works have garnered huge social media attention
and renown. Furthermore, Yiran received his PHD
degree in Matenials Science from Queen Mary Umi-
versity of London in 2015. Let’s hear from Yiran as
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he discusses photography and the latest technology.

Flare: Hello Sir! It is an honour to have you here
with us. We have read a lot about you. From being
a travel photographer to your studies in Material
Sciences, 1t is surreal how much you have achieved.
Could you please explain your role at vivo for our
understanding?

Yiran An: The pleasure is all mune! It feels won-
derful to talk about photography as it is extremely
close to my heart, and my biggest passion. Talking
about my role at the vivo Imaging Centre, it involves
overseeing the planning and development process
of the imaging products that make up our portfolio.
It is our duty to ensure that every product directly
improves the photography experience of our users.
Continuous evolution and innovationare what we
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aspire for, at vivo.

Flare: That's essentially what vivo 1s. To evolve,
mnnovate and improve user experience. This is very
well portrayed in every bit of product that vivo
launches. Looking at the recent flagship X80, it 15
astonishing. Moreover, when one gets to know the
deep ties between ZEISS and vivo.

Yiran An: That's true! With X380, we intended
to improve what we did previously with the X70
Pro. After all, there’s no point in launching a prod-
uct if it's not an improved and better version of its
predecessors. We wanted a product that not only
redefines photography, but also domesticates it. Ev-
ery single person,irrespective of the demographics
and his/her profession, should be able to click a

gorgeous image with the least amount of skill pos- :-.-':"-. i

sible. We wanted to ensure that a photograph from
our device, is mostly technology and very little skall
from the user. Furthermore, our long-standing part-
nership with ZEISS made it possible to give shape
to this fabulous X Series in general. ZEISS,which
has been at the top of it's professional opfical ex-
pertise for years, combined with our deep-rooted
research and technology, made this masterpiece
possible.

Flare: As a technology and photography enthu-
siast myself, it is indeed a blessing to see two giants
come together for this. Also, it is a great experience
watching you talk so passionately about photogra-
phy and how a brand uses technology to enhance
that field.

Yiran An: [ have been in love with photography
all my life, I have travelled to 35 countries to explore
this deep-rooted passion of mine. So, it 15 of no sur-
prise that it makes me immensely happy to see this
field become brighter and bigger with the passage
of each day and age.

Flare: Definitely! It makes us all happy to see
technology become of common consumption and
be used in our everyday experiences. Talking more
about the recent advancements, what are some of
the features that you believe have really made vivo
smartphones a leading brand in the smartphone
photography industry?

Yiran An: I believe that every technology that
we use at vivo, makes us who we are. When you
look at the Gimbal System, we introduced the in-
dustry’s Gimbal Camera Smartphone to provide
a whole new meaning to smartphone stabilization
technology. It is an mnovative technology lending
an anti-shaking angle and providing a clear image
without any motion or jerk. But that’s not all, when
we even look at the imaging chip that we launched
in 2021, it certainly made a huge ruckus. With its
high efficiency and low power consumption, it di-
rectly provided a full visnal enhancement to not just

Flare: Certainly! It is indeed true that vivo has
been increasing its pace of mnovation when talking
about imaging hardware. But I believe vivo is equal-
ly progressive with its imaging software.

Yiran An: vivo smartphones are a combination
of superior imaging hardware along with innova-
tive imaging software. I'm sure you're aware of
the Night Photography capabilities of our smart-
phones. It is purely possible because of our Hard-
ware superiority combined with our innovative ap-
proach through software like Al Deglare Algorithm
and RAWHDR Algorithm. It is possible to reduce
stray lights and improve the clarity of images tak-
en during mght-time while also enhancing the user
experience through our high-quality images. That's
not all, through our OIS Optical Stabilization and
EIS Software Stabilization, with the hardware sta-
bilization of the Mirco Cloud Station, the smart-
phones enhance the stabilization angle, smoothness,
and stability of the video to achieve a nearly perfect
experience and shot.

Flare: You have made us wonder about the inno-
vation and technology required to achieve what vivo
has achieved in the industry by giving us such a great
perspective on technology. It was a wonderful expe-
rience talking to you and glimpsing at the great mind
required to work in this field. Thank you once again
for providing us the opportunity to dive deeper into
the depths of photography and technology. m
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FFaletti's Hotel
engagement hlghhghts .

A
Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's Group planting tree on
14th August at Faletti's Hotel.
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Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's Group cutting cake Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's Group welcomes T
to celebrate the birthday of Rizwan Bukhar. Maria Wasti film, television actress on her visit to Faletti's Hotel.
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M. Irshad B Anjum Executwe Dlrecmr Faletti's Group i : 9

warmly receives to Ambassador of the Kingdom of Norway ,\
to Pakistan Per Albert Ilsaas on his visit to Faletti's Hotel.
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Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's
Group welcomes Avub Khoso film, television actor on his visit to Faletti's Hotel.

r. Irshad B Amum Executive Director Fzrlettm (}roup
is with Mian Irfan Daultana Managing Director
Maisonette Hotel & Resorts,
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n a blatant violation of the freedom of expres-
sion, India has blocked eight more YouTube
*' Ichanndsmuﬂiﬁmnfﬁchﬂodimgjm:’s
;ﬁl q India blocked another eight YouTube channels
¥ * to control social media of its own will and said these
’ channels spread disinformation related to India's
national security, foreign relations, and public order.
| The blocked YouTube channels included one Pa-
| channels, according to reports. The YouTube-based
| news channels were blocked for allegedly spreading
fake news to mislead viewers under IT Rules, 2021.
"y According to the Information and Broadcasting
= Ministry of India, the blocked YouTube-based news
.\ channels had over 114 crore views and 857,3000
| subscribers. The Ministry added that the fake an-
ti-India content was being monetised by the blocked
channels on YouTube.
ail “The Mimstry of Information & Broadcasting,
| utilizing the emergency powers under the IT Rules,
2021, has issued orders on 16.08.2022 for blocking
of eight (8) YouTube-based news channels, one (1)
Facebook account, and two Facebook posts. The
+ blocked YouTube channels had a cumulative view-
" ership of over 114 crores, and were subscribed by
over 85 lakh users,” the Mimistry said in a press re-
" lease.
' The Ministry held that the purpose of the con-
tent published by some of these YouTube channels
. 'was to spread hatred among religious communities
| in India. False claims were made in various videos
on the blocked YouTube channels. Examples in-
clude fake news such as the Government of India
. has ordered the demolition of religious structures;
the Government of India banning the celebration of
religious festivals, the declaration of religious war in
India, etc. Such content was found to have the po-
tential to create communal disharmony and disturb
public order in the country, the Ministry viewed.
According to the Ministry, the YouTube chan-
nels were also used to post fake news on various sub-
jects such as the Indian Armed Forces, Jammu and
. Kashmir, etc. The content was observed completely
false and sensitive from the perspective of national
security and India’s friendly relations with foreign
states.
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In a blatant violation of the
freedom of expression, India
has blocked eight more
YouTube channels over
criticism of the Modi regime’s
policies

= ﬁ'@'ss

The content blocked by the I&B Ministry was
found to be detrimental to the sovereignty and in-
tegrity of India, security of the State, [ndia’s friend-
| Iy relations with foreign States, and public order in
the country. Accordingly, the content was covered
within the ambit of section 69A of the Information
Technology Act, 2000.

This is not the first time that the I&B Ministry
has blocked such YouTube channels for spreading
misinformation. Earlier in April, the Modi govern-
ment had blocked 16 YouTube channels for spread-
ing disinformation related to India’s national securi-
ty, foreign relations, and public order. This included
six Palastan-based news channels and 10 Indian
news channels,

The blocked YouTube-based news channels had
a viewership of over 68 crores, an Indian news agen-
cy said.

Seventy-eight YouTube-based news channels
and 560 YouTube links have been blocked for public
access between 2021 and 2022 on the allegations of
violating section 69A of the Information Technolo-
gy (IT) Act, Union Information and Broadcasting
(1&B) Minister, Amirag Thakur said while speaking
on the floor of the LokSabha.

Thakur made the disclosure in a written response
to questions by Congress MP Manickan Tagore.

“The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
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Modi govt gags
freedom of expression
by blocking 8 more
You'lube channels
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The purpose of the content published by some of these
YouTube channels was to spread hatred among religious
communities in India. False claims were made in various
videos of the blocked YouTube channels

has issued directions for blocking 78 YouTube-based
news channels and their social media accounts for
public access during 2021 and 2022 for violation of
Section 69A of Information Technology Act, 2000.
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Tech-
nology (Meity) has blocked 560 YouTube URLs
during the years 2021 and 2022,” Thakur said.

The Minister also said that section 69A of the
IT Act empowers the Centre to issue directions to

any government agency or an intermediary to block
content in the interest of sovereignty and mntegrn-
ty of India, defence of India, security of the state,
friendly relations with foreign states or public order
or for preventing incitement to the commission of
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any cognizable offence relating to such matters.

In his list of questions, Tagore asked: “Whether
it is a fact that the Government had blocked many
YouTube channels in the country” and sought de-
tails and reasons behind such a move, if true.

The Congress lawmaker also asked, “whether
spreading false and unvenfied information were the
reasons for the blockang of the said channels?™

The 1&B Ministry has, from time to time, issued
orders to take down YouTube channels for spread-
ing misinformation and threateming the country's
sovereignty under the new IT rules incorporated on
February 25 last year.

On December 21 last year, the government said
20 YouTube channels were blocked under emergen-
cy provisions of the rules.

In January this year, the Centre blocked 35 Pa-
kistan-based YouTube channels and two websites
for “spreading anti-India fake news in a coordinated
manner over digital media.”

Likewise, in April last YouTube channels were
blocked for spreading misinformation and threaten-
ing the country’s sovereignty.

It is pertinent to mention here that Facebook and
YouTube hold the stand that they would comply
with strict new rules in India to promptly review and
remove posts and videos at the government'’s request.
The Facebook-owned messaging app WhatsApp,
which has 400 million users in India, has sued the
Indian government over the new rules. m
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L.ahore Metro Train being put
on solar power

Afterthe operationalization of OLMT,its total ridership has exceeded 20 million. Ithas achieved
advanced operating international standards with 90,000 train trips, covering a total distance
of 12 million kilometres, with a trip efficiency of 99.9% and a punctuality rate of 99.9%. Orange
Line Metro Railway Project has 26 stations and a track that spans over 27 kilometres in length

T . S -

he first urban railway system, Orange Line

Metro Train (OLMT) in Lahore is going

to go solarized to save the rising more

than Rs 1.9 billion annual electricity bill
incurred on the entire operationalization of Train in
the City. Punjab Mass Transit Authonty (PMAT)
15 operating OLMT since this project was delivered
to it by the Chinese contractor CR-NORINCO, a
joint venture between China State Railway Group
(CR) and China North Industries Corporation
(NORINCO) in 2020. General Manager (opera-
tion) of PMAT, Ozair Shah said that electrifying
OLMT with the solar system is inevitable as the per
unit cost of electricity varies between Rs13 to Rs21
which 1s not affordable to run the entire function of
OLMT for a longer period of time. For putting the
Metro Train on the solar system a mumber of plans
are on the cards for weighing up their merits and
demerits, he added.

“One of the plans is to build up a solar plant
with the capacity of 50 MG or 70 MG. The solar
plant will activate a mechanism of input to output
through WeLink to power up OLMT instead of us-
ing traditional electricity apparatus,” he said.

After the operationalization of OLMT, its total
ridership has exceeded 20 million. It has achieved
advanced operating international standards with
90,000 train trips, covering a total distance of 12
million kilometres, with a trip efficiency of 99.9%
and a punctuality rate of 99.9%. Orange Line Met-
ro Railway Project has 26 stations and a track that
spans over 27 kilometres in length. In addition to
that, the travel efficiency of the citizens has been
greatly improved as the journey of the entire route
reduced from 2.5 hours to only 45 minutes. In addi-
tion, the operation of the Orange Line is playing a
valuable role in reducing the use of old cars within
the city, cutting down the level of emission of gases
and environmental pollution, and promoting green
and sustainable development of the City.

Orange Line Metro is driven by all electric en-
ergy to achieve zero pollufion and zero emission. It
15 estimated that the annual fizel emission of gases
will be reduced by 30,000 tons.

The OLMT 15 a project under CPEC. The
agreement for this project was signed in April 2015,
underlining its great significance both for China

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

and Pakistan. The Federal Government has de-
cided to shift public buildings to solar energy amid
aggravating energy crisis. The decision was taken
during a meeting of the Task Force on Solar Ener-
gy. PMIN-N leader and former Prime Minister Sha-
hidKhaganAbbasi chaired the meeting, which was
also attended by Minister for Information Minister
Marriyom Aurangzeb. The Minister for Informa-
tion told the meeting that steps were being taken to
further increase the solar energy capacity, adding
that the use of solar panels would also enable the
government to sell additional power to grid stations.

In this regard, the Information Minister said,
work on 4,000-5,000 MW projects would start soon

Orange Line Metro Train in
Lahore is going to go solarized
to save rising more than Rs 1.9

billion annual eleetrieity bill

incurred on the entire
operationalization of the Train
in the City

and the task force would present the recommenda-
tions to Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. The Engi-
neering Development Board (EDB) is all set to sub-
mit its policy document on solar panels and allied
equipment mamifacturing to the government by the
end of this month. The draft policy was presented
in the 51st Board of Management meeting of EDB
held in June and EDB was advised to hold a con-
sultative workshop on the matter before submission
of the policy document to the government. The
policy is expected to dovetail with the national so-
lar energy policy being prepared by the Ministry of
Power and the Renewable Energy Task Force. The
industry is currently using imported raw materials,
however, in the coming years, once local volumes
build up, the industry is planning to use local raw
materials to further bring down costs and also cur-
tail the country’s import bill.

Glass and aluminium frames for the solar pan-
els, in particular, can be manufactured in Pakistan
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easily because of the significant existence of the al-
lied industry in the country. If the industry is able
to meet local demand for solar panels in line with
the government’s plans, the expected volumes can
bring local manufacturing costs down to a level
where exports can also be generated from the sec-
tor.

The EDB has invited the panel manufacturers,
provincial energy departments, local EPC contrac-
tors, solutionproviders, foreign consultants work-
ing in this field, research organizations, academia,
users, and other relevant organizations in the fed-
eration. The highlights of the draft policy docu-
ment will be placed in the workshop to get inputs
recommendations. Pakistan is facing a serious en-
ergy shortage with record high electricity tariffs
that had directly and indirectly affected all sectors
of the economy. The country’s electricity demand
has reached almost 29,000 MW against the total
power generation of about 22,000 MW, which has
created a considerable gap between generation and
demand thus resulting in load-shedding. It may be
mentioned here that Palastan's power sector has a
structural issue as its energy generation mix is 40%
based on indigenous resources while 60% compris-
es imported oil foel. The government has planned
to increase the local share to 90% by 2030, of which
the target set for achieving renewable energy is 20%
to 30% which is currently around only 1.4% of the

The roof-top solar system in particular needs to
be encouraged and incentivized as it is the cheapest
source of electric generation available today. In an-
ticipation of the upcoming government policies for
incentivizing renewable, especially solar energy, the
local mmdustry has already made huge investments
in building local manufacturing capability and ca-
pacity for solar panels and allied equipment where-
as several other local as well as foreign investors,
are waiting for the appropriate policies to come out
before they can make investments in this area.

Local manufacturing of solar panels and allied
equipment not only saves valuable foreign exchange
through localization, but also brings in investment
and provides skilled job opportunities for engineers
and technicians. =
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Climate change calls

for early steps to
® meet food
. challenges

security

There is an urgent need to develop innovative solutions for
efficient and sustainable use of water, improving nutrient
use efficiency, and reducing the crop losses from pests and
diseases before and after harvesting, which all need to be
given the utmost priority in our national planning

peakers at an international symposium on
“Climate Smart Sustainable Rice and Wheat
Production System" have stressed the need
for a systematic approach to address food
security challenges in the country. The symposmm
was held at the Faculty of Agriculture, the Univer-
sity of Punjab, in collaboration with COMSTECH,
UPSIGHN, SAWIE, SACAN and Dawood Agro. The
policies, finding indigenous farming solutions, and

" better management of the most important resources

of soil and water to address the climate change crisis.

Chairman Punjab Higher Education Commis-
sion (PHEC), Prof. ShahidMunir in his opening
remarks said that food security is strategically im-
portant for Pakistan to feed its growing population,
and the research and industry linkages could play a
vital role in developing new technologies and pro-
moting farmers to enhance their yield in the chang-
ing climatic conditions. Prof. ShahidMunir said the

| per capita annual water availability in Pakistan had

dropped to 1,017 cubic meters from 5300 which was
in 1947 and the situation might lead to absolute wa-
ter scarcity by 2025.

He said this will result in severe water shortag-
es for the next generation of farmers. Future water
requirements and the challenges posing a serious
threat to Pakistan due to its agranian economy where
wheat and rice are primary food crops, he informed.

There is an urgent need to develop inmovative
solutions for efficient and sustamable use of water,
improving mutrient use efficiency, and reducing the
crop losses from pests and diseases both before and
after harvesting, which all need to be given utmost
prorty in our national planning, he suggested.
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Prof. Munir said Pakistan will be importing four
million tons of wheat this year to meet its food de-
mand, which is quite an alarming situation for the
nation and the country. Program Manager COMS-
TECH, MsKhazima gave an overview of COMS-
TECH’s support for promoting science and mnova-
tion in the Muslim world to tackle the food security
challenges. Co-founder UPSIGN, Dr. Khalid Mah-
mood emphasized the need to better build collabo-
the stakeholders. Dr. Mahmood Farooq from Sultan
Qaboos University said
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Director of Rice Research Institute, Syed Sultan
Ali, said our Rice production is 100% dependent on
flood irrigation which consumes 35% of total water
available in the country. Its future is at nsk if we do
not promote sustainable methods. The rice crop sup-
ports foreign exchange earnings by more than $2.5
search, Mr. Muhammad Nawaz Khan, chaired the
first session and shared developments of the Punjab
Agriculture Department to produce climate-smart
varieties to address the water scarcity and heat chal-
lenge. He said that rice and wheat crop yields in Pa-
Instan are low compared to the rest of the world due
to a mumber of reasons such as water shortage, crop
pests and disease infestations, and improper use of
fertilizers like nitrogen. Director of Wheat Research
Institute, Dr. Javed Ahmad said AART is taking a
challenge in developing new germplasm capable of
withstanding drought and heat and also improving
mutrient uptake. Dr. Abdul Wakeel, from the Univer-
sity of Agriculture Faisalabad, said that the nutrient
use efficiency of wheat and rice crops is the lowest in
the region. We use more nitrogen fertilizer compared
to other countries in the world. Only one-third of the
nitrogen is available to plants and the rest goes waste.
This is not only a loss for the farmer but causing
damage to our environment due to NO2 emissions.

International speaker, Prof. Bijay Singh from
Punjab Agriculture University Ludhiana said, there
15 a dire need for a second green revolution to enhance
our grain yields based on developing strong commu-
nication links between farmers, academicians, plan-
features of SAWTE App that are available for farmers
for free. SAWIE outreach programme is supporting
more than 0.6 million farmers across Palastan to
provide the knowledge base and smart weather and
crop advisory. Adil Faroog, from Dawood Agro,
said, through mechanical planting, we can increase
the plant population of 120,000 plants per acre to
achieve 40 mounds yield compared to 15 mounds.
This will help spare land to grow other crops.

FAO in charge of Conservation Agriculture, Prof
Kassam said that we need to educate our farmers
about conserving our natural resource soil and water
by promoting practices like zero tillage method, op-
timal agronomic practices such as balanced applica-
tion of fertilizer and irrigation schedule that not only
improve input use efficiency but also will make the
Rice and Wheat production system more sustanable
in the context of environment and economics.

Eng. Faakhar from PCRWR said, they are pro-
viding irrigation advisory to farmers and are keen to
share their knowledge of using IoT and sensors to
help farmers cut down water consumption by 40%.
ICARDA said, there is an urgent need to adopt
green practices in agriculture, such as conservative
and regenerative agriculture along with transition-
ing to sustainable food production. Director ORIC,
Virtual University, Dr. Arshad Hashmi said that VU
has four TV channels and campuses across Pakistan
and is keen to support the digital iteracy of farmers,

especially women to take

that Palastan is one of the :

bl : The en}lnent scientists advantage of smart farming
affected by climate change ~ emphasized the need for m’Ehm'z N
which had caused unprece- -, . . . . .
dented droughts, floods, the A €81¢NINgG policies, finding  sized the need for judicious

influx of pests, diseasesand  jndigenous farming solutions,
and better management of the
most important resources of
soil and water to address the
climate change crisis

locust attacks in 2020, and
mcmh:atmmlﬂﬂ?.
affecting the wheat crop.
The heavy rains and
hailstorms have adversely
impacted the wheat crop by
reducing yields by 25% to

use of groundwater, utili-
zation of renewable energy
sources, building exnstng
clean energy capacifies,
low-carbon mass transit sys-
tems, water conservation/
preservation mechanisms,

30% in 2020.

CEO of SAWIE/SACAN, Eng. Mushtag Gill
(TT), said Pakistan needs to address its rice and wheat
the world are soaring due to the Ukraine war and
the climate change crisis. Pakistan is ranked 77/113
in the Global Food Security Index, 71/113 for food
affordability, and 74/113 for food quality and safety,
having few food safety net programmes and scoring
40.5% below average.
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water use efficency aimed
at reducing and curbing the wastage of precious
water & GHG emussions. Farah Naz from GAIN
said we need to promote the seed varieties and use
a balanced fertilizer with trace elements of zinc and
boron to address malnutrition in Pakistan. The par-
ticipants of the symposinm recommended the need
for developing a centre of excellence in conservation
agriculture and digital climate-smart farming solu-
tions at the University of Punjab. =
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COVER STORY | ZubairKasuri | |

Pakistan inflation hits
fresh mult-decade

high of 27.3%

The inflation rate has been going up in Pakistan since the beginning of late 2003. There have
been a number of reasons for inflation like non-productive consumption, corruption and
black money, foreign aid, exchange rate changes and government measures to implement
harsh IMF conditions that have also increased inflation in recent months. The rate of crime
and corruption is rising due to growing inflation while the government has virtually failed to
control inflation and lessen the economic woes of the commoner,

-
[=5
[

=
[
(]
=]
L]
=
2
]

=
=
2]
o
Rt
]

E

5
o

=

Q
(]

=
e |
]
oh
L]

=
o
T

L]

L
E
(=]
Q

-
2]
=]

s
o
(1]

3

Y

The increase in inflation in Pakistan has recorded an almost 50-year high at 27.3 per cent in
August 2022. Tt is a 50-year high after 1973 and has crossed peak levels of the global financial
crisis of 25.3% took place in 2008. Pakistan has been grappling with exorbitant inflation for
months considering it to be the country's No. 1 problem
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he data released by the Pakistan Bureau of

Statistics (PBS) about the Consumer Price

Index (CPI) has revealed that the inflation

at 27.3 per cent on a year-on-year basis in
Aungust 2022 as compared to an increase of 24.9
per cent in the previous month and 8.4 per cent in
Aungust 2021, The average inflation in the first two
months of the current fiscal year 2023 is 26.1 per
cent compared to 8.36 per cent in 2022. According
to economists, this is the highest monthly inflation
since October 1973. As per the monthly review of
price indices by the
PBS, on a month-on-
month basis, CPI in-
creased by 2.4 per cent
m August 2022 as com-
pared to an increase of
4.3 per cent in the pre-
vious month and an
mcrease of 0.0 per cent
in August 2021.

The National Con-
sumer Price Index for
Angust 2022 increased
by 2.45 per cent over July 2022 and increased by
27.26 per cent over the corresponding month of the
last year i.e. August 2021.

According to the PBS data, the Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) inflation on a YoY basis increased by
41.2 per cent in August 2022 as compared to an
increase of 38.5 per cent a month earlier and an
increase of 17.1 per cent in August 2021 which in-
dicates the inflation is expected to further increase
in coming days and months. Consumer Price Index
{CPI) showed inflation in urban areas increased by
26.2 per cent on a year-on-year basis in August 2022
as compared to an increase of 23.6 per cent in the
previous month and 8.3 per cent in August 2021. On
a month-on-month basis, it increased by 2.6 per cent
in August 2022 compared to an increase of 4.5 per
cent in the previous month and an increase of 0.5
per cent in August 2021. According to CPI inflation
in rural areas, inflation increased by 28.8 per cent on
a year-on-year basis in August 2022 as compared to
an increase of 26.9 per cent in the previous month
and 8.4 per cent in August 2021. On a month-on-
month basis, it increased by 2.2 per cent in August
2022 compared to an increase of 4.2 per cent in the
previous month and an increase of 0.7 per cent in
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Aungust 2021, Under the head of the Sensitive Price
Index (SPT) inflation on YoY increased by 34.0 per
cent in August 2022 as compared to an increase of
28.2 per cent a month earlier and an increase of 15.9
per cent in August 2021. On anMoM basis, it in-
creased by 5.2 per cent in August 2022 compared to
an increase of 7.3 per cent a month earlier and an
increase of 0.7 per cent in August 2021,

Wholesale Price Index (WPI) inflation on a YoY
basis increased by 41.2 per cent in Augnst 2022 as
compared to an increase of 38.5 per cent a month
earlier and an increase of 17.1 per cent in August
2021. WPI inflation on anMoM basis increased by
3.1 per cent in August 2022 as compared to an in-
crease of 2.0 per cent a month earlier and an increase
of 1.2 per cent in the corresponding month i.e. Au-
gust 2021. Measured by non-food and non-energy,
inflation in urban areas increased by 13.8 per cent
on a YoY basis in August 2022 as compared to an
increase of 12.0 per cent in the previous month and
6.3 per cent in August 2021. On anMoM basis, it
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mcreased by 1.8 per cent in August 2022 compared
to an increase of 1.2 per cent in the previous month,
and an increase of 0.2 per cent in the correspond-
mg month of last year i.e. August 2021. Measured
by non-food non-energy inflation in rural parts in-
creased by 16.5 per cent on a YoY basis in August
2022 as compared to an increase of 14.6 per cent
i the previous month and 6.2 per cent in August
2021. On anMoM basis, it increased by 1.8 per cent
m August 2022 compared to an increase of 1.6 per
cent in the previous month, and an increase of 0.2
per cent in the corresponding month of last year i.e.
August 2021.

Measured by 20 per cent weighted trimmed
mean urban inflation increased by 21.4 per cent on
a YoY basis in August 2022 as compared to 19.1
per cent in the previous month and 7.8 per cent in
August 2021. OnanMoM basis, it increased by 1.7
per cent in August 2022 compared to an increase of
2.7 per cent i the previous month and an increase
of 0.4 per cent in the corresponding month of last
year i.e. August 2021. The top few commodities,
which varied from the previous month and contrib-
uted to urban CPI among the food that registered an
mncrease in price are tomatoes (52.85 per cent), pulse
moong (15.27 per cent), vegetables (13.44 per cent),
pulse mash (12.47 per cent), pulse masoor (11.76
per cent), eggs (7.53 per cent), besan (6.5 per cent),
pulse gram (6.08 per cent), gram whole (5.67 per
cent), potatoes (4.99 per cent), beans (3.07 per cent)
and cooking oil (2.34 per cent). The top few com-

The prices of food and
non-food items including
potatoes, eggs, pulses, wheat,
rice, milk, electricity, fuels,
construction items, stationery,
motor vehicle accessories,
cleaning and laundering,
liquefied hydrocarbons, and
woolen-clothes have been
tangibly increased

modities, which varied from the previous month
and contributed to urban CPI among the food that
registered a decrease in pieces are fruits (19.98 per
cent), chicken (11.54 per cent), and vegetable ghee
(0.74 per cent). Non-food prices increased: electric-
ity charges (19.73 per cent), liquefied hydrocarbons
(8.53 per cent), readymade garments (7.85 per cent),
construction input items (7.53 per cent), stationery
(7.29 per cent), cleaning and laundering (6.73 per
cent), motor vehicle accessories (5.20 per cent), cot-
ton cloths (4.67 per cent) and furniture and furnish-
ing (2.33 per cent).

Year-on-year top few commodities which varied
from the corresponding month of the previous year
1.e. Augnst 2021 and increased among food include
food increased: pulse masoor (114.34 per cent), on-
ions (90.54 per cent), mustard oil (81.16 per cent),
gram whole (77.23 per cent), cooking oil (74.66 per
cent), vegetable ghee (69.82 per cent), pulse gram
(60.25 per cent), chicken (59.89 per cent), pulse
mash (52.70 per cent), besan (47.83 per cent), wheat
(44.48 per cent), vegetables (41.62 per cent), to-
matoes (38.02 per cent), rice (36.28 per cent), eggs
(35.27 per cent), meat (26.81 per cent) and milk
(25.01 per cent). Year-on-year prices of the top few
commodities varied from the corresponding month
of the previous year i.e. August 2021 and decreased:
condiments and spices (17.43 per cent) and sugar
(15.69 per cent). The top few commodities, which
varied from the previous month and contributed to
rural CPI and increased among food items are fo-
matoes (30.02 per cent), vegetables (19.62 per cent),
pulse mash (15.15 per cent), pulse masoor (13.69
per cent), pulse moong (12.71 per cent), besan (9.71
per cent), pulse gram (8.92 per cent), condiments
and spices (7.73 per cent), eggs (6.55 per cent), gram

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFK

[ Fazodcok comi broiagannecficis [ sastio: comian=agazinap

whole (6.29 per cent), potatoes (5.51 per cent), on-
iomns (4.26 per cent), beans (3.57 per cent), rice (3.57
per cent) and meat (1.88 per cent).

The top commodity which varied from the pre-
vious month and contributed to urban CPI among
non-food that decreased 1s motor fuel (2.60 per cent).

Year-on-year top few commodities which varied
from the corresponding month of the previous year
1.e. Augnst 2021 and non-food that increased: elec-
tricity charges (123.37 per cent), motor fuel (84.21
per cent), stationery (44.12 per cent), cleaning &
laundering (39.16 per
cent), liquefied hy-
drocarbons (33.66 per
cent), washing soap/
detergents/matchbox
(28.86 per cent), con-
| struction nput items
{27.77 per cent), mo-
| tor vehicle accessories
(27.37 per cent) and
cotton cloth (23.53 per
cent).

The top few com-
modities, which varied from the previous month and
contributed to rural CPI and recorded a decrease
(non-food) are motor fuels (3.16 per cent). Prices of
non-food items that increased are electricity charges
(123.37 per cent), motor fuels (87.34 per cent), lig-
uefied hydrocarbons (43.92 per cent), construction
input items (35.44per cent), cleaning and laundering
(30.49 per cent), motor vehicles accessories (28.80
per cent), washing soaps/detergents/ matchbox
(28.23 per cent), stationery (27.23 per cent), solid
fuel (22.25 per cent) and hosiery (22.15 per cent).

The top few commodities which varied from the
previous month under the head of the Wholesale
Price Index recorded the increase in price included
electrical energy (33.90 per cent), vegetables (31.96
per cent), paper (21.09 per cent), pipe fittings (20.36
per cent), silk and rayon fabrics (14.89 per cent), fi-
bre crops (13.56 per cent), stimmulant & spice crops
(13.40 per cent), other fabrics (12.10 per cent), trac-
tors (11.02 per cent), chuff cutter (10.88 per cent),
ceramics and sanitary fixture (8.9 per cent), lathe
machines (8.87 per cent), eggs (7.90 per cent), pulses
(7.59 per cent), cereal flour (7.54 per cent), ready-
made garments {7.35 per cent) and Mobil oil (6.81
per cent).

Year-on-year: top few commodities which var-
ied from the previous year and increased in prices
this financial year are chuff cutter (178.21 per cent),
concrete mixture (139.71 per cent), kerosene oil
(127.8 per cent), diesel oil (118.34 per cent), elec-
trical energy (115.8 per cent), motor spirit (93.08
per cent), furnace oil (83.93 per cent), fertilizers
(81.10 per cent), coal (79.42 per cent), chemicals
(79.006 per cent), pulses (74.24 per cent), vegetable
ghee (71.82 per cent), cultivators (68.18 per cent),
bed foam (65.43 per cent), poultry (63.71 per cent),
pipe fittings (57.97 per cent), lathe machines (56.47
per cent), glass sheets (55.69 per cent), vegetable oils
(53.92 per cent), other cereal flour (52.41 per cent),
vegetables (49.70 per cent) and cement (48.41 per
cent).

Year-on-year: top few commodities which varied
from the previous year and decreased this year are
spices (39.78 per cent), stimmlant and spice crops
(19.24 per cent), bajra(15.18 per cent), and sugar
(14.63 per cent). m
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Tobacco taxes and

This step would not only help curtail the use of tobacco in
Pakistan but also generate additional revenue that could
be utilized to protect public health and educate the most

vulnerable population about the risks of tobacco use. The

tax is a clear ‘win-win’ in terms of health and revenue for the
government and the people of Pakistan

ECONOMY |

FLAREREPORT | |
of the people is the main
reason for the growth of
the illicit cigarette trade in
Palastan.

According to research

(=m===  public policyto  s=ars
emee= (iIscourage smoking ==assr

from factories in KP and
Mardan. These factories
are exploiting loopholes
in tax regimes. Authorities
have failed to eliminate
these hubs, resulting in
such growth of the unlaw-
ful market.

It is imperative that
the government enforc-
es the laws on cigarettes
uniformly, cracks down
on illegal cigarette com-
panies, and implements a
track and frace system on
the illegal factories as soon
as possible, and mstead

cigarettes should be taxed.

In the absence of uni-
form and effechve en-
forcement of laws and
the dominance of illegal
cigarettes in the tobacco
market, companies oper-
ating legally may wind up
their business from Paki-
stan or force a change in
the business model that
would reduce the revenue
from cigarettes but will
also jeopardize the future
of tobacco cultivation and
direct employment in the
cigarette industry.

A 50 per cent increase

revised tier prices are an

innovative way to safeguard youth and low-income
groups from the harms of tobacco.

Ehalil Ahmed Dogar, Program Manager
SPARC, highlighted the importance of this endeav-
our. He said that every year tobacco industry tries to
manipulate policymakers in order to fill its coffers at
the expense of the lives of more than 170,000 people
who die due to diseases caused and aggravated by
the usage of tobacco products. Tobacco control ac-

. tivists are workang tirelessly to aid the government in

tobacco industry.

This tobacco tax will greatly help the Govern-
ment of Pakistan in meeting its commitment to re-
duce tobacco use and the goal of cutting down the
mumber of deaths from NCDs as part of its pledge
to achieve the United Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and align the country's tobacco tax poli-
cy with global best practices.

This step would not only help reduce tobacco use
in Pakistan but also generate additonal revermie that
could be utilized to protect public health and educate
the most vulnerable populations about the risks of
tobacco use. The tax is a clear “win-win' in terms of
health and revenue for the government and the peo-
ple of Pakistan.

The cigarette industry in Pakistan frequently
claims that higher taxes encourage illegal or undoc-
umented trade as smokers seek out non-tax-paid
cigarettes because they are cheaper However, re-
search showed increases in tobacco taxes typically
have only a limited impact on the illegal trade of cig-
arettes. The tax rate and price increases would not

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

produce a massive flight of consumers to cheaper
illegal cigarettes because the resulting ratio of legal
cigarette prices to personal income, even of poorer
people, will not be disruptive; it 1s just a readjustment
of rates and prices to past inflation rates. The tobac-
co industry usually argues that consumers switch to
illegal brands when faced with tax increases. Howev-
er, empirical evidence shows that this is not the case.
In fact, the leading legal companies decrease their
declared production after tax is increased.

Children and low-income
people are the primary targets
of the tobacco industry due to

cheap and easily affordabili-
ty as such 1200 children are
becoming new smokers daily.
Therefore, these revised tier
prices are an innovative way
to safeguard youth and low-in-
come groups from the harms of
tobacco

It is noted that the imposition of an additional
tax of Rs 36 billion on the legal cigarettes industry
will further increase the price gap between legal ciga-
rettes and illegal cigarettes.

The difference between the price of legal and ille-
gal cigarettes and the decline in the purchasing power

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

in price would lead to the

same amount of reduc-
tion in cigarette demand in Pakistan as a majority
of smokers would prefer to quit smoking instead of
switching to other brands.

A research study has been conducted on the sub-
ject: “Switch, Reduce or Quit: How do smokers re-
spond fo tobacco tax increases in Pakistan.” by the
Palastan Institute of Development Economics in
Islamabad.

The study finds that an increase in prices would
help reduce cigarette consumption, adding that the
higher the prices, the higher the reduction will be.

It shows that only nine per cent of cigarette us-
ers would opt to switch, while the rest would either
opt to quit or to reduce their cigarette consumption.
Of the mine per cent who would switch, around 15
per cent of users intend to switch to non-tobacco
products. Hence, effectively the switching rate across
brands and other tobacco products is only seven per
cent.

The study findings also invalidate the illicit trade
argument advocated by the tobacco industry.

The findings that cigarette affordability facilitates
smoking and that smokers do not switch to other
brands or products — along with the fact cigarette
prices are significantly lower than the smokers' will-
mgness to pay — make a compelling case for effective
tobacco taxation policies.

The tobacco excise taxes as a proportion of pric-
es are much lower than the 70 per cent minimum
suggested by the Word Health Orgamzation. The
taxes should be increased at least to this threshold
to have a meamngful impact on reducing cigarette
consumption in Pakistan. m
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ikTok and Zindagi Trust have initiated a
series of workshops across their network
of government schools in Pakistan in a
bid to create awareness around digital
safety amongst students, teachers and
parents. This mmitiative will see up to 3,000 students,
teachers and parents attending the day-long work-
shops to learn about safe usage of the internet, with
a focus on social media. There will also be separate

. workshops for teachers and parents that will seek to

educate them on how they can ensure the safety of

Thousands of young internet users from grades
7-9 will be able to learn about best practices of in-
ternet usage and how they can become responsible
digital citizens and cultivate a safe online community
across the nation. The workshops will cover a range
such as cyberbullying, catfishing and false informa-
tion. There will be detailed modules on the harmful

| behaviours prevalent on social media, ways to share

appropriate information, identifying fake news and
misinformation and reporting mechanisms to report

Content for the workshops was designed on the
findings of the surveys students conducted prior to
their commencement. The surveys helped identify
the major challenges students were facing on the

| harassment. The workshops also aim to educate
. teachers and parents on how to use safety features on

platforms like TikTok to ensure their children remain
safe on social media. For instance, they will be guid-
ed about TikTok's Family Pairing features, which
allow parents to link their TikTok accounts to their
teens’ and set controls including Screentime Man-

Farah Tukan, Head of Government Relations
and Public Policy — Middle East, Turkey, Africa and

| Pakistan (METAP) at TikTok, said: “These work-

shops, that are a part of our ongoing partnership
with Zindagi Trust, are another step in the right di
rection for ensuring our TikTok community in Pala-
stan remamns digitally safe. We are fully committed to
ensuring the safety of Pakistan's digital commumity,
as we contimie implementing policies and processes
to proactively identify and prevent every attempt to
share inappropriate content on our platform.”

Development Manager at Zindagi Trust sad: “It
brings us great joy to be a part of this wonderful dig-

| ital safety campaign in partnership with TikTok to

deliver informative workshops for students in our ad-

| opted government schools. It’s about time we make

sure our young generation is aware of digital safety
so they are better equipped to deal with safety and
privacy challenges on the internet.”

A couple of weeks ago, the LUUMS School of Ed-

| ucation partnered with TikTok and Edkasa to launch

a digital learning programme to facilitate online edu-

The LUMS School of Education
partnered with TikTok and
Fdkasa to launch a digital
learning programme to
facilitate online education
and distance learning for high
school students. The Syed
Ahsan Ali and Syed Maratib
Ali School of Education (SOE)
at LUMS have partnered with
TikTok and Edkasa
cation and distance learning for high school students.
The Syed Ahsan Ali and Syed Maratib Ali School of
Education (SOE) at LUMS have partnered with Tik-
Tok and Edkasa. The programme #ExamReady will
promote digital learning designed to help millions of

This is the first of its kind of partnership, which
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TikTok
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Content

for the workshops was designed on the findings

of the surveys conducted by the students prior to their
commencement. The surveys helped identify the major
challenges students were facing on the internet, including
issues like bullying and online harassment

will bring over 500 educational videos online cover-
ing subjects such as Chemistry, Physics and Mathe-
matics and study tips and exam hacks. SOE will pro-
monitoring and evaluation of the project whereas
Edkasa, as the implementing pariner, will develop
all content and host it. The programme’s first round
of content is due to go live in August.

SOE will be co-creating the content while en-
gaging learners. The intellectual expenience of the
School’s faculty will enhance the teaching efficacy of
performance of each participant will also be evalu-
ated by scholars of LUMS. Addressing the launch
event, LUMS Vice Chancelor, Dr Arshad Ahmad
spoke about how the University is able to amplify
the impact created by its dynamic alumm; Edkasa
too was co-founded by TTTMS alumni, Annum Sadiq
(BSc 2011) and Muhammad FahadTamveer (BSc
2005 & MBA 2010). “At LUMS we embrace change
and look for opportunities to better pedagogy, and to
personalise education to engage students,” he said.

Edkasa, Pakistan's fastest-growing Edtech plat-
form is striving to solve Pakistan's problem of access
to quality education besides helping young minds
find answers. MsSadiq, Chief Education Officer and
Co-Founder, Edkasa said: “As one of Pakistan’s top-
ranked, specialised apps for online teaching, we're
excited to come on board as an implementing partner
in this inihiative. Edkasa will provide the right techno-
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logical solutions, products and services to enrich the
student’s imowledge and perceptions.”

Zara Basharat, Head of Public Policy Pro-
grammes, TikTok said that this partnership with
LUMS and Edkasa promises digital access to quality
education for everyone. “We look forward to work-
mg together for the nationwide promotion of literacy
and enabling Pakistani students to use our platform
to hone their knowledge and skills to set themselves
up for successful professional lives,” she added.

Any educational programme or initiative run in
person has a limit when it comes to reaching and
this limit is often exhausted in bigger cities where op-
when a social media platform is used, a much wid-
er reach can be expected. And when that platform is
TikTok, the possibilities can be endless. While talking
about how TikTok will ensure that the programme
reaches its target market, Tukan mentioned that Tik-
Tok launched its digital education campaign #Edu-
Tok in Pakistan only a few months ago with the wid-
er objective of democrafising learning in the region
and making educational content accessible to every-
one. “The campaign has already garnered billions of
views to date, making #EduTok the go-to place for
creators to learn from each other and acquire new
skills and kmowledge across various categories. This
partnership with TTTMS and Edkasa will add more
valuable content on the platform which will continue
to benefit millions of Pakistani users.” m
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Overuse of
smartphones causes
serious health

hazards

The dependency on cellular phones has increased manifold
as it has become an integral part of human life. In many
countries, over half of the population uses mobile phones and
according to available data, the number of internet users has
increased to over 5.03 billion equivalent to 63.1 per cent of the
total world’s population

o doubt, the digital revolution and

exponential growth in the use of tele-

communication technology in the

country has made life easy but it has
also brought about numerous health hazards, par-
ticularly for children and teenagers. The dependen-
cy on cellular phones has increased manifold as it
has become an integral part of human life. In many
countries, over half of the population uses mobile
phones and according to available data, the number
of mternet users has increased to over 5.03 billion
equivalent to 63.1 per cent of the total world's pop-
ulation.

At the same time, the health problems related
to excessive use of mobile phones have also aggra-
vated, especially for the children and teenagers who
were exposed to psychological, medical and eye-
sight issues.

FazlRabbani, Head of Psychiatry Department,
Lady Reading Hospital, Peshawar told this scribe
that excessive use of mobile phones affects the bond
of love and affection between children and parents

“The response of children aged below five

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

years using mobile and smartphones for cartoons
and other games towards mothers and fathers was

found less attentive than those kids playing games
in the open and ultimately the former became vic-
tims of anxiety, frustration, stress and depression
besides sleep disturbance,” DrFazal said.

‘With the rising trend of digital adaptation and
use of social media, the number of internet users
has been continuing to increase at an annual rate of
about four per cent, and the current trends mdicate
that two-thirds of the world’s population will be on-
line by June 2023.

Despite being a developing country, the number
of mobile subscribers in Pakistan has crossed 195
million with an overall teledensity of 88.34pc m
June 2022 against 181 million cellular subscribers
with overall teledensity of 85 per cent m May 2021,
showing an increase of 3.34 per cent growth during
this period, according to the data of Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA).

Likewise, the number of broadband subscribers
has crossed 119 million with 53.92 per cent penetra-
tions, two million telephony subscribers with 1.19
per cent teledensity and 116 million 3G and 4G
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subscribers having 42.55 per cent penetration after
the extension of 3G and 4G services to South Wa-
ziristan in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

DrFazlRabbani said the unchecked use of mo-
bile phones by children and teenagers leads to poor
performance in education and extracurricular activ-
ities of students besides disposing them to isolation.

He said most of the patients bring their children
to doctors with complaints of mulfiple health issues
haviour, and pain in the backbone, wrists and, hand
mainly due to excessive use of the smartphone and
tablets.

“The children also become victims of malnour-
ishment, stunted growth and low immunity, thus
malang such kids vulnerable to fatal diseases like
poneumonia, anxiety and mental disorders,” he add-
ed.

He said the physicians regularly counsel pa-
tients about medical risks associated with heart
disease, stroke, diabetes and smoking but nobody
talks about the adverse effects of smartphones at ed-
ucational and health mstitutions as well as during
driving.

Dr Muhammad Idress Khan, Assistant Profes-
sor of Ophthalmology, LRH said that people of all
age groups, especially children and teenagers were
most vulnerable to ocular diseases including near
slightness (myopia), asthenopia, and ocular surface
ailments due to excessive use of smartphones and
related devices.

“The use of smartphones with full brightness
causes blurredness and poor eyesight,” he said, add-
ing restrictions of time on the use of smartphones
and intermittent blinking of eyes instead of contin-
uous use of digital devices could prevent ocular and

With the rising trend of digital
adaptation and use of social
media, the number of internet
users has been continuing to
increase at an annual rate of
about four per cent and the
current trends indicate that the
two-thirds of the world’s

population will be online by
June 2023

Drldress said the mobile phones also carry
germs because they are not washable and the ex-
change of devices through many hands could trans-
mit multiple infectious diseases including corona-
virus. He said since the use of mobile phones and
other digital devices started in recent decades, a
lot of research is required to ascertain whether the
emission of radiation from them can cause brain
and eye tumours. According to available data, 92.1
per cent of mternet users in the world use a mobile
phone to go online and mobile phones now account
for more than 55 per cent of our online time and
60 per cent of the world's web traffic. As a result
of the availability of smartphones, the number of
social media users reached 4.70 billion mn July 2022
across the world indicating that almost 94 per cent
of internet users were now using social media every
month. Similarly, over 227 million new users joined
social media in the last 12 months with more than
620,000 new users every day and seven new users
every second across the globe.

"My life got better when I left using my smart-
phone and started giving time to my family,” said
Naveed Faroog, Assistant Professor, AbdulWali
Khan University while talking to this scribe. He
said that smarfphones had consumed a lot of the
precious time that he might have spent with his
family and friends. He urged people to give time
to their families, especially children and convince
them to read books rather than waste time on social
media platforms. m
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5 you may recall, back during the Trump
administration, after a bunch of kids on
TikTok trolled Trump into believing
one of his campaign rallies would be
massively attended (which it was not), Trump had

. decided to take out his anger on TikTok by issu-

ing an almost certainly unconstitutional execufive
order demanding that TikTok's owner, the Chi-
nese firm ByteDance, sell TikTok to an American

' company. While a few potential buyers lined up to
. pick up the increasingly popular social media com-

pany on the cheap (due to its forced sale nature),

" | White House insiders revealed that they would only

approve the sale if it went to a fnend of Donald
Trump’s (this, of course, is corrupt nonsense, but
hey, no one cares about that any more). That left
precious few options, as Trump wouldn't approve
the sale to the few companies that actually wanted
to buy the whole thing outright: namely Microsoft
and Walmart.

In the end, Trump wanted the company to go to
his buddy Larry Ellison’s Oracle. Of course, there

0 was a problem: Oracle had no use for TikTok as a

. tion cooked up...

subsidiary. Oracle does enterprise stuff, not social
media. But, what Oracle does have is a cloud host-
ing offering that is way down the list behind indus-
try leaders like Amazon, Microsoft, IBM, Google
and others. So, Oracle and the Trump administra-
a hosting deal for Oracle.

Basically, Oracle would get TikTok's US hosting

| business with some vague promises of protecting
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data privacy, while Trump would get to help out a
friend (Ellison) while pretending he'd actually ac-
complished something (even though it wasn't at all
what he initially demanded). Of course, this was all
about posturing and headlines, so not much came
of the deal for a while.

The reviews give Oracle
visibility into how TikTok’s
algorithms surface content “to
ensure that outcomes are in line
with expectations and that the
models have not been
manipulated in any way,” the
spokesperson said

Free download: flare.pk
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Oracle now reviewing
liklok algorithms
and content
moderation practices

"

But, with new (somewhat questionable) claims
about US TikTok data being accessible to ByteD-
ance employees making news, the company ap-
parently (two years later) has started to make good
on the deal and in June announced that all of its
US data was routed to Oracle. However, there was
more to the original deal, including some vague
promises that Oracle would help protect that data,
50 now it's coming out that Oracle 15 now “audit-
mng” both TikTok's algorithms and its content mod-
eration practices.

It’s not exactly clear what this means in practice
— and we'll remind folks that there were reports
last year claiming that Oracle had Chinese law en-
forcement customers, which raised at least some
questions about its actual commitment to protect-
ing data from the Chinese government. Also nota-
ble: Oracle has spent years gleefully trying to under-
mine basically all content moderation by funding
groups to advocate against Section 230. Oh, and
I guess we should mention, that for all the claims
of TikTok being controlled by the Chinese govern-
ment, remember that Oracle got its start... as a CIA
project. There is something richly ironic in the idea
that Oracle is somehow a trustworthy partner here.

Given all that — what exactly does it mean
for Oracle to be “auditing” TikTok'salgorithms
and content moderation? Given that the company
doesn't have the best track record on privacy and
has worked to undermine content moderation for
years now, the whole thing is... just kinda strange.
Oracle'’s explanation 1s not very clear at all:

The reviews give Oracle visibility into how Tik-
Tok’s algonthms surface content “to ensure that
outcomes are in line with expectations and that the

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Basically, Oracle would get TikTok’s US hosting business with
some vague promises of protecting data privacy, while Trump
would get to help out a friend (Ellison) while pretending he’d
actually accomplished something (even though it wasn't at
all what he initially demanded). Of course, this was all about
posturing and headlines, so not much came of the deal for a while

models have not been manipulated in any way,” the
spokesperson said.

I mean, what does “manipulated” even mean
in that sentence? Of course, they're manipulated.
Someone wrote the algorithm. If they mean “not
manipulated to promote Chinese propaganda” or
“not manipulated to mpprcm anti-Chinese con-
tent” then... maybe say -
that. Because “manipula- E:r-_ uJ(b*_f g
tion” on its own doesn't l-
mean anything reason- |

Egm 22T

m

is just sort of making it up as they go along. Tik-
Tok needs some sort of US oversight to appease
people who are freaked out that a Chinese-owned
social media company 15 successful in the TS, and
Oracle was right there to say it would do it, in ex-
change for a lucrative hosting deal for its lagging
cloud offering. This also feels vaguely similar to
¢ g Dow the US has been
m'“:“""”‘ accusing Chinese firms
hh&HuawmanﬂZTEuf

B # unpenpé[c when that's

i -..’14 .L?'t'\ -t- ﬂ_{.‘.lllﬂ"j’ CEH(:&_‘,’ Whﬂtth.c
bty . US government has been

-.:

i -'x'.'.uh s g J'.,sr :‘x?\‘k"- doing via Cisco for years.
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Also, what kind of
“*  precedent does this set?
Will we be okay if oth-
er couniries demand
~ © that their own favoured
. ¥ companies have to au-
_ dit US firms’ algorithms
and content moderation
practices? Because. .. that
15 going to create quite a
mess. u
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Networks, a leader in secure, Al-driven
networks, announced that it has been selected
by Jazz, Palastan's number one 4G operator
and the largest internet and leading digital ser-

vice provider, to create a transformative, expanded
. and upgraded data centre network to underpin Jazz's
services delivery platform for its 74.9 million sub-
scribers. Jazz aims at remmagining its architectural
approach by leveraging continuous automation, as-
| surance and data-driven msights to deliver a superior
| network user experience at scale while simplifying its
Jazz offers the broadest portfolio of value-added
| digital services to enterprises and subscribers in Paki-
| stan and has built a reputation for cutting-edge inno-
" vation with the ability to scale cloud-based services
| quickly and reliably. Following a rigorous vendor-ag-
" nostic technology appraisal, focused on the opera-
tional and cost efficiencies made possible by network
|| automation, Jazz selected Juniper's technology and

' expertise to underpin this latest project. Juniper's
" | advanced automation capabilities, transforming the
entire network management lifecycle process within
| asingle system, are a standout in the market.

: The new network will support a wide range of
" customer-facing services that demand reliability and
fast data throughput to support a consistently strong
| user experience. These include cloud-based enter-
. prise data services, mobile banking, music and video
' | download/streaming services, as well as profession-
al services such as an agricultural application for
four million farmers who rely on it for information,
| advice and guidance in remote areas.

' Jazz will also use the network to power key inter-
| nal workloads such as CRM and billing.

Jazz will deploy the Juniper Apstra System to
| deliver true intent-based networking (IBN) capabili-
' ties. It will enable Jazz to design and operate its data
centre network based on outcomes, with the entire
data centre lifecycle automated, from Day 0 (design)
through Day 1 (configuration and deployment) to
Day 2+ (ongoing operations).

The network’s initial design is tied to day-to-day
operations, enabling a single source of truth through-
out its lifecycle. Automation provides a continuous
feedback loop of real-time data insights, validation
and root cause identification to mimimize mean-time-
to-repair (MTTR). This approach will enable Jazz to
| operate a much more efficient, reliable and agile net-
worlk. It will help to deploy new service features, op-
timizing the user experience for both network teams
and customers. The new data centre infrastructure
includes a spine-and-leaf architecture built with the
Juniper Networks QFX Series Switches and fully
integrated with the Juniper Apstra System. Jazz had
| previously deployed MX Series Universal Routing
Platforms from Juniper for 400G-ready connectivi-
ty for its metro and internet gateway infrastructure.
. The new QFXs leverage the same Junos® OS op-
erating system, providing a consistent networking
estate for Jazz to manage
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Jazz engages Juniper
to build fully-
automated data centre

Jun|per

NETWORKS

The new network will support a wide range of customer-facing
services that demand reliability and fast data throughput to
support a consistently strong user experience. These include

cloud-based enterprise data services,

mobile banking,

music and video download/streaming services, as well as
professional services such as an agricultural application for
four million farmers who rely on it for information, advice and

guidance in remote areas

a highly strategic decision was very straightforward
to make.”

Mike Bushong, Vice President, Cloud Ready
Data Center at Juniper Networks stated: “The pow-
er of automation, bound within a single operational
framework thanks to intent-based networking, en-
ables Jazz to address the relevant operational ques-
tions, find the right answers quickly and make the
best decisions. This means

| and operate.

Abdul RehmanUs-
. mani, Vice President of
| Technology at Jazz said:
“In common with all ser-
vice providers globally,
Jazz faces relentless data
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expectations for seamless
| digital services. As a re-
| sult, we wanted to com-
pletely rethink our data
centre operations, using
ground-breaking  auto-
mation to create the best
possible user experiences
for our enterprise custom-
ers and subscribers. Op-
erational simplicity was
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Jazz will deploy the Juniper
Apstra System to deliver true
intent-based networking (IBN)
capabilities. It will enable Jazz
| demand and heightened (0 design and operate its data
centre network based on
outcomes, with the entire data
centre lifecycle automated,
from Day O (design) through
Day I (configuration and
deployment) to Day 2+ (ongoing Networks

operations)

its network becomes a
strategic business tool,
leveraging data to deliver
robust deployment and
operational efficiencies
and eliminating tradition-
al mnetwork constramnts
that force choices between
speed and relhiability.
Based on data from other
Juniper customers, the re-
sult will be dramatic sav-
ings on downstream costs
and tremendous returns
on network investments.”

Meanwhile, Juniper
announced
new Network as a Service
{MNaaS) enhancements to

another important goal,
to deliver cost reductions
and improved ease of use for our technical teams in
the face of massive demand at scale. We evaluated
multiple vendors, but Juniper’s ability to deliver the
exact networking outcomes we needed meant that

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

their leading AIOps plat-
form that forther facilitate the deployment and
management of wired, wireless and secure SD-
WAN network services via Juniper MSP and re-
seller partners.

By combining the best-in-class platform capa-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK

bilities, such as a microservices cloud, open APTs
and Mist AT, with new NaaS capabilities for easily
procuring cloud services, managing cloud subscrip-
tion licenses and assuring the best user experienc-
es across diverse locations, the Jumiper Al-driven
Enterprise brings even more flexibility, agility and
insight to Juniper partners.

Powered by 6th generation Mist AT and a mod-
ern microservices cloud, Juniper’s wired, wireless,
security and SD-WAN solutions unigquely deliver
proactive insights and automafion across the full
networking stack. Customizable service levels with
visibility down to the client, application and session
assure the best end-to-end user and operator experi-
ences. The Juniper Mist platform is also completely
programmable with open APIs, ensuring seamless
integration with existing NOC/SOC systems. In
addition, Juniper fully integrates security with the
networlang fabric by extending visibility, threat in-
telligence and policy enforcement to every point of
connection.

Products currently delivered via a common
cloud-hosted Al-driven solution include Juniper
Mist wireless access points with Wi-Fi Assurance
and indoor location subscription services, EX
switches with Wired Assurance subscription ser-
vice, Session Smart Routers and SEX firewalls with
WAN Assurance subscription service and Marvis
Virtual Network Assistant (VINA). With all these
capabilities, the Juniper solution is easy to deploy
and scale, and flexible enough to meet the needs
of both big and small customers alike, making it an
ideal platform for managed wired, wireless, security
and SD-WAN services. m
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oogle has announced the launching of

the seventh edition of its Google for

Startups Accelerator (GFSA) for South-

east Asia (SEA) and Pakistan, where it

will enrol up to 15 seed and series A startups, partic-

ularly in fintech, health tech, retail and e-commerce,
and SME-focused B2B solutions.

The three-month programme would help start-

" ups solve their specific challenges by providing the
. best of Google resources: Google mentors, a net-

work of new contacts to help them on their jour-
neys, and the most cutting-edge technology, Google
said.

Since Google's first GFSA launch i 20186, it has
supported over 90 startups, who have then gone on

toraise over $5.4 billion in funding and created more

than 1,600 jobs across Southeast Asia and Palastan.
Startups in Pakistan raised $350 million in fund-
mg in 2021, a tiny amount when compared to the

Indian startup ecosystem but five times the amount

they raised in 2020, according to Google.
The tech giant said that it will nurture this next

" wave of tech startup founders with the ‘Google for

Startups Accelerator’ (South East Asia and Pala-
stan), particularly those that are focused on e-com-

, merce, finance, healthcare, SME-focused B2B solu-
| tions, education, agriculture and logistics.

“We're looking for 10 to 15 startups based in

" pore, Thailand or Vietnam, that are in the seed or
. Seres A stage,” Google said in a statement.

The accelerator will support these startups by
providing Google mentors, a network of new con-
tacts to help them on their journeys, and the most
cutting-edge technology.

Interested startups are encouraged to apply by
October 7.

Palnistan has more than 3,700 startups, like Deal-

, Cart, Dbank, Tag, Bazaar, and Jugnu, among oth-

ETS

In the past few years, startups throughout South-
east Asia and Pakistan have been steadily growing

! and taking on the region’s most pressing challenges.

From agriculture to healthcare, these startups
are building digital solutions to tackle their area of
focus.

In South East Asia alone, 80 million new users
have come online since March 2020, boosting ac-
SErvices across a variety of industries.

“We've seen that growth as venture funding
reached new heights in both Southeast Asia and Pa-
Instan,’ Google said.

One explanation for this acceleration is that
Pakistan and Southeast Asia both have a thriving
youth population.

More than half of the population of Southeast
Asia is under 30 years old. In Palkistan too, the me-
dian age is only 22.

‘These young people tend to be tech-savvy, have
an interest in entrepreneurship, and are more in tune
with global trends,’ said the company.

A notable alummus 15 DeafTalk from Palastan,
which participated in GFSA 2020 and has provided
accessibility solutions for deaf people, including on-
lation and sign langnage training.

Through the launch, startups will receive cus-
tomised mentorship from Google's global mentor
network, access to Google’s artificial intelligence,
machine learning, cloud, Android, and web experts,

. as well as training in fields such as produoct design,

business strategy, customer acquisition, and leader-
ship development.

The latest GFSA is open for applications at
GFSA to startups headquartered in Indonesia, Ma-
laysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
and Vietmnam. Applications will close on October
7, 2022. Google's philanthropy supports nonprofits
that address humanitarian issues and apply scalable,
data-driven innovation to solving the world's big-
gest challenges. It accelerates their progress by con-
necting them with a unique blend of support that
mcludes funding, products, and technical expertise
from Google volunteers. The platform engages with
contributors that make a significant impact on the
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(Google to support
startups in Pakistan

The tech giant said that it will nurture this next wave of tech
startup founders with the ‘Google for Startups Accelerator’
(South East Asia and Pakistan), particularly those that are
focused on e-commerce, finance, healthcare, SME-focused
B2B solutions, education, agriculture and logistics

communities they represent, and whose work has
the potential to produce meaningful change.

Government-driven initiatives like Thailand 4.0,
Indonesia’s 1,000 startups, Singapore’s Startup SG
Founders, as well as Palistan’s Pnme Minister's
Youth Programme, will continue to help aspiring
founders get their startups off the ground.

There are not enough skilled staff for senior
positions or a trained workforce to meet the needs
of the various startups. The availability of quality
technical staff, such as software engineers and data
scientists, is limited.

Startups in Pakistan raised
$350 million in funding in 2021,
a tiny amount when compared
to the Indian startup ecosystem
but five times the amount they
raised in 2020, according
to Google

According to the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development's (UNCTAD) Technology
and Innovation Report, out of 158 countries, Pala-
stan ranks 146 in terms of technology and devel-
opment. Often, competitive startups have the same
pool of workers and managers circulating within the
same industry.

Universities are not equipped with curniculums
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that can be beneficial to new businesses or enable
students to create their own. As a result, with the
limited pool of trained workers, companies end up
offering raises to hold on to trained employees. In
addition, with foreign funding, salaries are further
bumped up, adding to pressure on smaller firms to
be able to pay competitive wages to get the right tal-
ent.

Founders who have international degrees raised
more money than those who graduated from local
umiversities. Invest?Innovate's data showed that of
80 deals, there was at least one founder in each start-
up that had an international degree.

Despite the preference given to foreign graduates
by investors, senior managers find local graduates
have more of a connection with the local market.

“There is a clear preference of wanting to hire
international graduates because of how they un-
derstand the technology and a foreign degree 15 a
brand,” says a female manager at an e-commerce
website who declined to be named for reasons of job
security. She's been working in the startup landscape
since 2016 and believes there 1s a significant differ-
ence in the workforce within Pakistan as well, not
graduates between Karachi and Lahore are vastly
different in terms of their efficiency, understanding
of technology, and willingness to learn.

However, she adds, as a manager in a hiring
position, she sees that international graduates cre-
ate an uneven environment. The sociceconomic
class differences in a workplace create an unspoken
boundary, which is further amplified by the educa-
tional institutions people come from. =
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Telecom industry
urges SBP to ease
restrictions on Its
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Due to the latest restriction in import policy and restriction on
HS Code 84 & 85 all imports of the Telecom industry are getting
affected. Now for every LC & IC case related to HS codes 84 &
89, prior SBP approval is required through a lengthy process
of a form submission on the banks’ portal

he Telecom Industry in Pakistan has

written to the State Bank of Pakistan

{SBP) to seek permission for the autho-

rized dealers to proceed with the de-
ferred payment L.Cs beyond 91 days without any
prior approval from SBP.

The Telecom Industry in its letter addressed
to Director FEOD, SBP, has highlighted the SBP
circular issued on 05 July 2022, whereby banks/
companies are required to seek prior approval
from Foreign Exchange Operations Department
(FEOD), for initiating an import transaction. This
circular includes Customs Tanff Chapters 84 &
85, which covers 100% of telecom imports as such
all new L/C &I/C cases of the Industry are under
approval with SBP.

The Telecom Industry has pointed out that this
circular is going to yield serious consequences for
the operation and maintenance of existing Tele-
com Network infrastructure as well as further ex-
pansions in the form of Network modernization
and expansion/deployment.

The telecom sector is totally imported depen-
dent on its equipment to fulfil its Quality of Service
{QoS) and Network Coverage expansion /Rollout

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

obligations, as mandated by our Regulator, the Pa-
knstan Telecom Authority (PTA). Due to the latest
restriction in import policy and restriction on HS
Code 84 & 85 all imports of the Telecom industry
are getting affected. “Now for every LC & IC case
related to HS code 84& 85, prior SBP approval is
required through a lengthy process of a form sub-
mission on banks’ portal. These cases are very crit-
ical as we are short of required SIMs and Telecom
Equipment,” the letter invited the attention of the
SBP urging approval of import of critical cases of
the Industry waiving the conditions laid down in
the said circular.

The letter has been sent to the SBP through
CCAQ, Jazz, Syed Fakhar Ahmad, CCAQ, Tele-
nor, Kamal Ahmad and GCRO, PTCL&Ufone,
Naveed Khalid Butt. While a copy of the same
each has been forwarded to Miftah Ismail, Federal
Minister for Finance, Syed AminmlHaque, Federal
Minister for IT & Telecom, Jameel Ahmad, Gov-
ernor, State Bank of Pakistan, MohsinMushtagq,
Additional Secretary In-charge, Ministry of IT &
Telecom, Maj. Gen. Amir AzeemBajwa (retd.)
Chairman, Pakistan Telecom Authority, and Ah-
mad MujtabaMemon, Sp. Secretary, Ministry of

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Commerce.

Telecom Industry in Pakistan is the largest For-
eign Direct Investment sector in the country and
15 apprehending adverse results if the “existential
1ssue” faced through the Circular in question is not
addressed. “This 1ssue may result in serious con-
sequences for the operation and maintenance of
existing Telecom Network infrastructure as well as
further expansions in the form of Network mod-
ernization and expansion/deployment.”

The Telecom Industry has requested the fol-
lowing for the earliest possible consideration at
the SBP end:

“1) Due to the latest restriction in import pol-
icy and restriction on HS Code 84 & 85 all our
imports are getting affected. Now for every LC &
IC case related to HS codes 84 & 85, prior SBP
approval is required through a lengthy process of
forms submission on the banks’ portal. These cas-
es are very critical as we are short of the required
SIMs and Telecom Equipment.

2) To diversify the FX exposure, we have con-
verted most of our imports on CNY and most L.Cs
are on deferred terms. We also assume that pay-
ment in CNY (Chinese Yuan) will have a neutral
impact on the Dollar account.

3) With longer payment terms, approval against
the above critical cases will have a neutral impact
on the current level of foreign reserve of the coun-

try.

Telecom Industry in Pakistan is
the largest Foreign Direct
Investment sector in the
country and is apprehending
adverse results if the “existential
issue” it is facing through the
Cireular in question, is not
addressed

4) SBP may allow the Authorized dealers to
proceed with the deferred payment L.Cs beyond 91
days without any prior approval from SBP. Since
the FX outflow will not happen on an immediate
basis which is the requirement in the current sce-
nario.

5) Moreover, the Authorized dealers may
please be advised to accommodate the Forward
booking requests in Chinese Yuan against deferred
payment L.Cs.

Currently, there are hundreds of such business
cases submitted with SBP for approval, which if
delayed any further would lead to Digital Emer-
gency in the country, since the non-availability of
below equipment will hinder the provision and
maintenance of telecom infrastructure, hence con-
nectivity nationwide.

It is further reiterated that telecom equipment
15 not a luxury item and is not manufactured lo-
cally, therefore telecom companies (Telcos) do
not have any option other than to import all such
equipment for their network up-gradation and
expansion as well as to maintain the quality of
service requirements mandated on us through the
licenses given by PTA. Moreover, Connectivity
15 the key to the Relief efforts underway for the
Flood affected people across Pakistan by the re-
spective Governments and the public, which won't
be possible for Telcos to ensure if they don't have
the requisite supply chain of telecom equipment to

Such rigorous compliance and approval pro-
cess not only adversely impacts the telecom in-
dustry but also defies the ‘Ease of doing Business’
goal of the government, creating a hurdle for the
Digital Pakistan agenda.

Our humble request is to provide approval of
these critical infrastructure-related import cases to
banks on a priority basis so as to avoid network
closure and facilitate their modernization/expan-
sions. m
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akistan and Tuorkey signed the Preferen-
tial Trade Agreement (PTA) aimed at
boosting trade in goods between the two
countries. Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-

Pakistan, Turkey
sign PTA to become
major trade partners

if witnessed the inking of the PTA at a ceremo-
ny held at the PM Office, as the visiting Turkish
Trade Minister Dr Mehmet Mus and Minister for
Commerce Syed NaveedQamar signed the ac-
cord.

Commonly known as the Trade in Goods
Pact, the PTA includes comprehensive provisions
on bilateral safeguards, the balance of payment
exceptions, dispute settlement, and periodic re-
view of the agreement.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif speaking on
' the occasion said the “landmark trade in goods
agreement” between Pakistan and Turkiye would
reflect the strength of bilateral fraternal relations,
and take trade and investment ties between the
two countries to further heights.

The Prime Minister, addressing a luncheon re-
ception he hosted for the visiting Turkish Trade
Minister Dr Mehmet Mus and his delegation,
urged the business communities from both coun-
tries to explore the opportunities in varying sec-
tors, particularly renewable energy.

However, he said the volume of bilateral trade
and investment did not reflect the existing unique

He said both the countries had already re-
solved to take the bilateral trade to $5 billion in
the next three years.

The Prime Minister said he had a “fruitful and
productive” discussion with the Turkish business
community during his visit to Turkiye in May last.
The ongoing visit of the Turkish delegation and
signing of the PTA was in pursuance of the very
understanding to further the discussion, he added.

He said he would welcome Turkish firms to in-
vest in Palkistan in the hydel sector, as the country
was bestowed with immense potential with hydel
resources which remained untapped.

He said the national economy could be
strengthened and the increasing import bill cur-
tailed by exploring renewable, solar and wind
energy. “Solar energy is the order of the day”
the Prime Minister remarked and mentioned the
government's decision to introduce solar tube
wells, the establishment of solar parks of 5000-
6000 MW capacity, installation of solar panels on
households and the solarization of government
offices. Shehbaz Shanf assured the Turkish dele-
gates he would personally engage with the minis-
ters and officers concerned to find out where from
to start implementing the energy projects.

He also guaranteed the swift payments of prof-
its and other funds to potenfial investors without
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Pakistan has offered concessions to Turkey on 130 tariff lines.
Turkey’s global export of these produects is $23 billion (12%
of Turkish global exports). Pakistan’s global import of these
products is $6 billion
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any impediments of red-tapism and nepotism.

Commonly known as the Trade
in Goods Pact, the PTA includes
comprehensive provisions on
bilateral safeguards, the
balance of payment exceptions,
dispute settlement, and
periodic review of the
agreement

“] will be the chief executive officer of these in-
vestments in Pakistan...This is the way forward...
This is the shortest way forward,” he commented.

According to MirzalshtiagBaig (Economist):
“Jt is a very historical visit of Turkish Minister
for Trade Mehmut Mus. It is a great development
that Pakistan and Turkiye have signed the Prefer-
ential Trade Agreement. It will help increase our
exports to Turkiye. Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-
if said the agreement will help increase the bilat-
eral trade between the two brotherly countries by
five billion dollars in the next three years. The big-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

gest challenge Pakistan is facing right now is the
trade deficit and current account deficit. Only by
increasing exports, Pakistan can bridge both defi-
cits. Tariff of Pakistani exports to Turkiye will
now be lower in comparison with other countries,
enhancing our exports. It will help us earn valo-
able foreign exchange that is good for the national
economy.”

Furgan Hameed (Head of TRT Urdu service,
Turkey) said: “This trade agreement was long
awaited. But the Shehbaz Sharif-led incumbent
government, with their vast experience in bring-
ing foreign investment into the country, achieved
the milestone for the betterment of Palistan. Both
the countries have settled the target of increasing
bilateral trade volume to $5 billion in the next
three years. Turkiye has already invested a lot in
Pakistan, so this agreement will benefit both Is-
lamabad and Ankara. The relations between both
the countries are exemplary, like the Prime Min-
ister said, one nation living in two countries. The
trade and economic relations between Pakistan
and Turkey would strengthen through joint col-
laboration and commitment. Pakistan and Turkey
can work together to accomplish great milestones
and achievements.”

AslamChandio (News Editor, TRT WORLD,
Istanbul) viewed: “This development is as signifi-
cant forus as it is for Turkiye. Pakistan and Turkiye

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

have been enjoying strong brotherly relations for
the last many decades. The relationship between
the two countries is embedded deep into history
and shaped by shared goals. These ties transcend-
ed times and span over many generations. There-
fore, this trade agreement is a milestone in the
brotherly and historic relations between Pakistan
and Turkiye. The trade agreements between both
countries have been increasing simultaneously.
There are immense business opportunities exist-
ing between the two countries and this agreement
will further explore the trade avenues in diverse
sectors. Pakistan is looking forward to continuing
working with Turkiye on strengthening bilateral
ties. Under the PTA, Palkistan has market access
in 261 tariff lines. Palastan's global export of
these products is $5.1 billion. Turkey’s global im-
port of these products is $7.6 billion.

Pakistan has offered concessions to Turkey on
130 tanff lines. Turkey’s global export of these
products is $23 billion (12% of Turkish global ex-
ports). Pakistan's global import of these products
is $6 billion.

Pakistan has gained market access in tradition-
al sectors such as leather, rice, dates, mangoes,
cutlery, and sports goods; and non-traditional
sectors including seafood, processed agricultural
products, rubber tubes and tyres, plastics, and en-
gineering goods. =
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tate Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has unchanged

its policy rate at 15 per cent to cool the over-

heating economy and contain the current

account deficit, the policy rate has been
raised by a cumulative 300 basis points since last
September.

The SBP said that some temporary administra-
tive steps have recently been taken to curtail imports
and strong fiscal consolidation has been planned
for the fiscal year 2022-23.

These actions are expected to work their way
through the system over the coming months. With
recent inflation developments in line with expecta-
tions, domestic demand beginning to moderate and
the external position showing some improvement,
the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) felt that it
waspmdmttuta]:capauscatthlsstag

Since the last meeting, the MPC noted three key
domestic developments. First, headline inflation
rose further to 24.9 per cent in July, with core in-
necessary reversal of the energy subsidy package -
effects of which will continue to manifest in infla-
tion out-turns throughout the rest of the fiscal year -
as well as momentum in the prices of essential food
items and exchange rate weakness last month.

Second, the trade balance fell sharply in July
and the Rupee reversed course during August, ap-
preciating by around 10 per cent on improved fun-
damentals and sentiment.

MONETARY
POLICY

under the IMF program — scheduled for August
29 — and is expected to release a further tranche of
$1.2 billion, as well as catalysing financing from
multilateral and bilateral lenders. [n addition, Pa-
kistan has also successfully secured an additional
$4 billion from friendly countries over and above its
external financing needs in the fiscal year 2022-23.

As a result, FX reserves will be further augment-
ed through the course of the year, helping to reduce
external vulnerability.

In terms of international developments, the
MPC noted that both global commodity prices and
the dollar has fallen in recent weeks, in response
to signs of a sharper than anticipated slowdown in
global growth and nascent market expectations that
the Federal Reserve tightening cycle may be less ag-
gressive than previously anticipated.

In contrast with the trend since last summer,
more emerging market central banks have started
to hold policy rates in their recent meetings. This
suggests that globally, risks may be shifting shight-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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SBP retains policy
rate at lopc eying cut

in CAD
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These actions are expected to work their way through
the system over the coming months. With recent inflation
developments in line with expectations, domestic demand
beginning to moderate and the external position showing
some improvement, the MPC felt that it was prudent to take a

pause at this stage

ly from inflation toward growth, although this re-
mains highly uncertain at this stage.

On balance, the MPC noted that some greater
slowdown in global growth would not be as harm-
ful to Pakustan as for most other emerging econo-
mies, given the relatively small share of exports and
foreign private inflows in the economy.

In contrast with the trend since
last summer and more
emerging market central banks
have started to hold policy rates
in their recent meetings. This
suggests that globally, risks may
be shifting slightly from inflation
toward growth, although this
remains highly uncertain at
this stage

As a result, both inflation and the current ac-
count deficit should fall as global commodity prices
ease, while growth would not be as badly affected.

Real Sector: As expected, economic activity has
moderated since the last MPC. Most demand indi-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

cators have softened—sales of cement, petroleum
products, fertilizers and automobiles fell month-on-
month in July—and year-on-year growth in LSM
almost halved in June,

Recent flooding caused by unusually heavy and
prolonged monsoon rains creates downside risks for
agricultural production, especially cotton and sea-
sonal crops, and could weigh on growth this year.

Looking ahead, the MPC is expecting growth to
moderate to 3-4 per cent in the financial year 2022-
23, on account of the tightening of fiscal and mon-
etary policies.

This will ease demand-side pressures on infla-
tion and the current account and lay the ground
for hugher growth in future on a more sustainable
basis. For higher and more sustainable growth over
the medinm-term, structural reforms to decisive-
ly move Pakistan's growth model away from con-
sumption toward exports and mvestment are also
urgently needed.

External Sector: After widening significantly
in June, the trade deficit halved to $2.7 billion last
month, as energy imports, declined significantly
and non-energy imports continued to moderate.
According to PBS data, imports fell sharply by 36.6
per cent month-on-month and 10.4 per cent on a
year-on-year basis. Exports also declined by 22.7
per cent month-on-month, largely due to the Eid
holidays but also on some emerging signs of slower
global demand. =
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elenor has announced a number of re-
placements in its group executive man-
agement team. Telenor is re-organizing

the business and going to implement
changes in the Group Executive Management team
to strengthen the regions in the Nordics and Asia.
Dhgitisation is changing people’s lives, and the
ones being made now will provide more value to
Telenor's customers and help them meet both

and set Telenor for future growth, the company is
changing positions in the Group Executive Man-
agement team besides taking steps to reorganize the
business.

“We are strengthening Telenor and ensuring
that all our businesses have focus and direction to
grow and provide customers more value. We are re-
between our four Nordic business units to develop
new services more quickly and efficiently, while
Asia will focus on building scale m partnership
our efforts to develop existing and potentially new
services and are setting ourselves up to strengthen
the value of our infrastructure,” says SigveBrekke,
Telenor Group President & CEOQ.

. In the Nordic region, all four Nordic business

units in Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Finland
are brought together under a new Head of Telenor
Nordics, Petter-BerreFurberg. Furberg will repre-
. sent all the Nordic companies, including Telenor
Norway, in Telenor's executive management. The
newly established management group in the Nordic
region, which also includes the heads of the Nordic
companies, will together further foster collabora-
tion in the region. The previous Head of Nordics,
Jukkal einonen, retired in June last.

Telenor’s regional office in
Singapore has been strength-
ened to support the merger
processes in Thailand and
Malaysia, and also develop
further operations in
Bangladesh and Pakistan

The company's Asia operations have been en-
abled to take on a more autonomous direction led
by Jergen C. ArentzRostrup. Telenor's regional of-
fice in Singapore has been strengthened to support
the merger processes in Thailand and Malaysia,

. and also develop further operations in Bangladesh

and Palastan.
4T strongly believe in strengthening our regions
and giving them more independence. Our new Nor-

. dic organisation will bring us closer to customers

and lay the foundation for synergies across all our
businesses, and in Asia, we are gearing up to build
scale in an increasingly digitalised region. I am very
happy that Petter-Berre and Jergen have agreed to
lead the two regions. With these adjustments, we
now have a strong organisation that is ready to fur-
ther develop our positions and continue to deliver
services people trust,” says Brekke.

Two new units have also been created — Telenor
Infrastructure and Adjacent Business.

The new unit, Adjacent Business, will give Tele-

S nor focus and strength to further develop adjacent

dent enfities, as well as with others outside Telenor.
The unit will be led by Dan Ouchterlony, who has
a long career at Schibsted, where he was, among
other things, part of the executive management and
led the Financial Services and Venture division.
Ouchterlony takes up the position on 19 September
2022.

Telenor Infrastructure will gather and refine the
value of Telenor's infrastructure in the MNordics.
JannickeHilland, who has been CEO of Eviny, a
power utility company, since 2015, takes over as
head of the new unit on October 1, 2022.

New Head of Telenor Norway
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Major reshuttle in
Telenor executives
for even better

service

tetenol
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The board of Telenor Norway has appointed Birgitte
Engebretsen as the new CEO of the company. She has over
20 years of experience in the I'T and telecoms industry and
headed Telenor Norway's business division since 2020

The board of Telenor Norway has appointed
BirgitteEngebretsen as the new CEQ of the com-
pany. She has over 20 years of experience in the
IT and telecoms industry and has headed Telenor
MNorway's business division since 2020. She takes
up the new position on September 1, 2022.

“Under Birgitte's management, Telenor Nor-
way has renewed our portfolio in the business mar-
In the past year alone, a number of security and
network solutions have been launched, which
have strengthened Telenor's position. Birgitte is
well equipped to lead Telenor Norway through the
transformation that the entire company is now fac-
ing", says Petter-BerreFurberg.

“T am grateful for the trust given to me and look
forward to the opportunity to lead one of Norway's
most exciting companies. Together with incredibly
competent colleagues at Telenor, we will build Tele-
nor for the future and confinue to create more value
for customers,” says BirgitteEngebretsen and adds:

“Telenor is in the middle of a very important
modernisation journey, and we have great growth
potential in areas such as security, 5G, IoT and fi-
bre. Therefore, we will continue to develop more
relevant security services for both the private and
business market while positioning ourselves for
the next development phases within 5G — wireless

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

broadband and private 5G networks are just the be-
ginning,"” says Engebretsen.

Telenor Group’s Executive Management:

SigveBrekke, President & Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Telenor Group

Tone HeglandBachke, EVP & Chief Financial
Officer of Telenor Group

RuzaSabanovic, EVP & Chief Technology Offi-
cer of Telenor Group

Rita Skj=rvik, EVP & Chief People, Sustain-
ability and External Relations Officer of Telenor
Group

Petter-BerreFurberg, EVP & Head of Telenor
Nordics

Jergen C. ArentzRostrup, EVP & Head of Tele-
nor Asia

Dan Ouchterlony, EVP & Head of the newly
established unit Adjacent Business from September
19, 2022

JannickeHilland, EVP & Head of the newly es-
tablished unit Telenor Infrastructure from October
1, 20222

CecilieHeuch steps down from the Group Ex-
ecutive Management team and takes up her newly
appointed role as CHRO of the Nordics. Her cur-
rent area of responsibility, People and Sustainabili-
ty is taken over by Rita Skjrvik in a merged group
function. =

| AUGUST 15 - SEPTEMBER 15, 2022



OER THROUGH THE
NIGHT
with
Speed Up
300Mbps

Get Internet Speed Boost upto 300Mbps
& enjoy unlimited uploads & downloads
temporarily up to 24hours

0511111144 44

>




45008
00001

ST NEOMIIN

g95¢

SIS &
SNIW ZZYT

..

—

espite all cars, makers have reduced the
prices of cars due to the appreciation of
the Palkistan rupee but new entrants in
the market KTA did not do so.

People do not appear satisfied with the reduction
in prices of famous brands of cars in the market as
millions of rupees after the devaluation of the Pa-
lastan rupee but they cut down prices just in thou-

. sands and lakhs after the rupees gained strength. It

amounts to total looting and befooling the custom-
ers by way of giving them a nominal benefit.

It is another jolt to the customers of KIA ve-
hicles whose prices have not been reduced as Kia
Lucky Motor Corporation (KLMC) has announced

" tokeepup the new prices no matter a substantial rise
| i the value of the rupee against the US dollar has

come about.
The company argued that it had increased its car
prices by 14%, which was a significantly small mar-

| gin compared to that of automakers who hiked the

prices of their cars by 19-23%.

It added that other automakers reduced their
prices to provide relief to the consumers due to their
previous huge price bumps. Although, the latest
reduction has brought the prices back down to 15
per cent from 19 per cent, while Kia's price already

. stands at 14 per cent.

Even the price reduction movement continues
as Regal Automobiles has reduced the prices of
Prince-DFSK. vehicles. Following the recovery of
the Pakistani rupee against the dollar, other auto-
makers have also reduced the prices of their cars and

. Regal Automobiles has also followed the suit.

of their vehicles after a record depreciation of the

§ local currency. However, PKR's appreciation has

now prompted most car companies to revise vehicle

In another promising development, Master
Changan Motor Limited (MCML) has decreased
the prices of all locally assembled vehicles except
Alsvin. MCML. 1s among the two new major players
to announce price cuts for its vehicles.

the government's announcement to ease restrictions
on CKD imports. It bears mentioning that MCMI.

| increased the prices of Alsvin by a much smaller

margin compared to those of Honda City and Toyo-
ta Yaris, which is why it didn’t decrease the price of
In line with the decline in the value of the dol-

lar in Palkistan, Honda Atlas Cars has also reduced

the prices of its vehicles in the range of Rs280,000-
550,000 in a bid to pass on the benefit to the end
COMNSUMMEL.

Earlier, the Indus Motor Company and Pak Su-
zuki Motor had announced reductions in the prices
of their cars.

In a notification to its dealers, Honda Atlas stat-
ed that “keeping in view the appreciation of rupee
against the dollar, Honda is pleased to pass on the
forex impact to its valuable customers.”

Pak Suzuli cuts car prices by up to Rs199,000

The new prices came mnto effect on August 17,
2022,

The company reduced the prices of five variants
of the City model by Rs280,000-320,000. Following

. the revision, the base City MT 1.2L is now available

at Rs3.769 million while the high-end City Aspire
CVT 1.5L variant is being sold for R54.479 million.

Tracking the rupee’s movement, Indus Motor
Company has also reduced car prices

The rate of BR-V has been slashed by Bs360,000
to Rs4.939 million. Similarly, the price of Civic
models saw a cut of Rs450,000-550,000. The Civ-
ic 1.5 MCVT is now available at Rs6.349 mil-
lion while Civic RS 1.5L LL CVT is being sold for
Rs7.549 million.

From July 28 to August 16, the rupee recovered
by over 12% in the inter-bank against the US dollar
owing to positive developments related to dollar in-
flows from the UAE, Saudi Arabia and the promised
release of a tranche by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF). However, the local currency closed
with a depreciation of Re0.98 or 0.46% against the

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Free download: flare.pk

ECONOMY |

FLARE REPORT

Cut in car prices fails
to match with cut in
dollar power

CIVIC LB M ENT Lt
CIVIC LI ORIEL M CVT  TeR00D
GIVIG BS LILLL GYT BOFF000

TOYOTA COROLLA

IBEVTIED XA TONT PO

People do not appear satisfied with the reduction in prices of
famous brands of cars in the market as they feel the companies
had jacked up the prices by millions of rupees against the
devaluation of the Pakistan rupee they but cut down the prices
just in thousands and lakhs after the rupees gained strength
against the dollar. [t amounts to total looting and befooling the
customers by way of giving them a nominal benefit

greenback on August 18. It now appears that the
rupee may have reached its short-term equilibnum.

“T expect the remaining auto assemblers to an-
nounce price reductions as well,” said auto part
manufacturer and expert Mashhood Khan. “I also
expect car makers to reduce the price again as the al-
lied industry, such as steel makers, will also cut rates
of their products due to sharp rupee appreciation.”

The fact that the duty rate in
Pakistan is much higher than
the duty rate in India is one of
the reasons for the high prices
of automobiles in the country

Ehan chenshed that automobile firms and the
allied industry were setting a good trend in response
to the rupee’s recovery.

“They are quick to increase prices when the ru-
pee falls. In the past, they have failed to reduce the
rates when the currency appreciated,” he said. “It
15 good to see that prices have decreased this time
around.”

Khan hoped that other industries, such as food

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

and fast-moving consumer goods (FMCGQG), would
also follow the trend and cut prices.

It is pertinent to mention that the prices of cars
n India were cheaper than in Pakistan as many fa-
mous cars sold m India are also very popular in Pa-
Instan. Many Suzula, Toyota, and Honda cars are
sold there on a large scale. But you will be surprised
to know the price of the cars in Pakistan.

Car companies like Suzuki and Toyota, which
have tremendous penetration in the country’s mar-
ket, are popular not only in India but also in Paki-
stan. Many such models of these companies are
sold in Pakistan which are also very famous in In-
dia. But you will be shocked to know the price of
Alto, WagonR, Swift, Corolla or Fortuner sold in
Palkistan. Because cars sold in Pakistan are three to
four times more expensive than in India.

There are many factors included that make cars
n India cheaper than cars in Pakistan. The fact that
the duty rate in Pakistan is much higher than the
duty rate in India is one of the reasons for the high
prices here. It is one of the main reasons the wages
of the high officials are very high as such profit-mar-
gin of companies 15 also very high. Black money
and untaxed people buy the latest version of cars
soon after they are launched. m
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olitical wvolatility during the first five

months in the power of the new govern-

ing coalition has led to policy paralysis.

But this paralysis has begun to ease as

the army has signalled support for the government

and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) con-
tinues to press for austenty measures.

The IMF has made clear that it will only re-

lease the next $1 billion tranche from Pakistan’s

. $6 billion Extended Fund Facility (EFF) if Islam-

abad raises fuel and electricity prices and takes ag-
gressive measures to reduce the fiscal deficit. And
the resumption of the IMF program is essential
to unlocking assistance from other bilateral and
multilateral partners and staving off a balance of
payments crisis. As a result, the coalition govern-
ment, led by the PML-N, has finally started raising
energy prices.

These measures will ease Pakistan's twin defi-
cit challenge, involving both fiscal and current ac-
count deficits, but they will also take a heavy toll
on the average Pakistani. Inflation, which hit 38%
in July, could rise to around 30% and remain in the
double digits into next year. This will be a painful
summer for Pakistanis as they're hit with a one-
two punch of rising energy prices and electricity
supply cuts.

Understandably, the PML-N would like oth-
er power brokers to share the political burden of
economic reforms. Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-
if has called for the adoption of a Charter of the
Economy— a national consensus on economic
reforms.

The idea is sound, but politically infeasible
right now. What is more important for the sitting
federal and provincial governments in Pakistan is
to go beyond firefighting and push forward essen-

" tial reforms — including in agriculture, energy,

and local governance — which are key to ensuring
the country’s political and economic stability and
long-term growth prospects. Indeed, it is in their
political interest to do so.

Palastan’s power elite must recognize that this
is an exceptional moment in the country’s history
— an inflection point both politically and econom-
ically.

Former Prime Minister Imran Khan, once
backed by the establishment, is taking on the new
government and the army leadership. Khan is not
just backed by what one might call the “anti-elite
elite,” but also by much of the middle class.

In an Aprl survey conducted by Gallup Paki-
stan, sixty-two per cent of those with a full second-
ary education or higher said they were “angry”
about Imran Khan's ouster. Given widespread an-
ti-US sentiment, Khan's claims of being deposed
by an American “regime change” campaign have
resonated with this demographic. But it's not the
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is more important for the sitting federal and provincial
governments in Pakistan is to go beyond firefighting and
push forward essential reforms — including in agriculture,
energy, and local governance — which are key to ensuring the
country’s political and economic stability and long-term growth
prospects. Indeed, it is in their political interest to do so

ic stabilization may largely come at the middle
class’s expense. And that could have political as
well as geopolitical ramifications.

Khan has fused the issues of inflation and na-
tional sovereignty by alleging that the Sharif gov-
ernment is afraid of incurring Washington's wrath

only reason why they sup-

by following through on

port him. Khanis also tap- Reform is a long-term process. an agreement he claims to

of the status quo.
In recent years, Pa-
kistan’s middle class has

have made with Moscow

But Pakistan must make use of g ipnorting discounted
this “shock” period to

Russian oil. He notes that
New Delhi has ramped

been hit hard by unem- redistribute allocations toward wp imports of Russian oil

ployment and inflation.
According to the Pakistan

social protection and incentiv- gﬁ

as a result, has been
to avoid fuel price

Human Development Re- jze greater productivity. Delay  nikes.

port 2020 from the Unit-
ed Nations Development

Program (UNDP), the real
growth rate of per capita

income for Pakistan’s mid- Will only deepen due to climate ﬁ:{"
change and rapid population
growtha

dle class from the 2013-14
and 2018-19 fiscal years
trailed that of the rest of

is not an option. In the years .
to come, Pakistan’s challenges working, but only for its

The big picture is this:
's economy 1S

Suostained, rapid,
equitable economic
growth has remained elu-
sive due to policy distor-
tions that serve its civilian

the population (1.2% wver-
sus 1.8%). The unemployment rate of those with a
college degree or higher surged from less than 5%
in 2007-08 to over 16% in 2018-19. Pakistan has
seen an expansion of higher education, but there
remains a musmatch between the skill sets and
preferences of college graduates and the demands
of employers. As the current government reduc-
es blanket subsidies, replacing them with targeted
cash transfers for the very poor, macroeconom-
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and military elite.

The aforementioned UNDP report, produced
by a team of Pakistami researchers led by Dr. Ha-
feez Pasha, offers an exceptional deconstruction
of Pakistan's political economy. It assesses that in
the 2017-18 fiscal year alone, Pakistan's corporate,
fendal, and military elite received the equivalent
of $13 billion in current dollar terms in “benefits
and privileges” — roughly 7% of the country's
GDP.
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Reform is a long-term process. But Pakistan
must make use of this “shock” period to redis-
tribute allocations toward social protection and
incentivize greater productivity. Delay is not an
option. In the years to come, Pakistan’s challenges
will only deepen due to climate change and rapid
population growth. Palkistan is already one of the
world's 10 most populous countries and it will re-
main among those ranks as its population surges
over the coming decades.

Palkistan needs a path toward sustained, rapid,
and equitable economic growth that incorporates
its fast-growing population into the labour market.
But Palkistan is a net energy importer with a nar-
row export base. Periods of economic expansion
have been consumption-driven and import-depen-
dent. As a result, Pakistan's economy overheats
once growth passes the 5-6% range. It is vital that
the current government devote its energy and real-
locate resources toward facilitating export growth,
improving agricultural prodoctivity, and address-
ing the domestic fuel production deficit.

Pakistan's agricultural sector has grown at an
average rate of less than 2% since the 2014-15 fis-
cal year. Declining agricultural productivity, a rap-
idly growing population, increasing water stress,
and the worsening effects of climate change are
all exacerbating an already-serious food security
challenge. The agricultural industry also contrib-
utes to the massive electric power industry arrears.
Palaistan provides hundreds of millions of dollars
in anmual electric power subsidies for agricultural
tube wells. And edible oils are among Pakistan's
top imports. m
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acebook monetization is not available
Palastan. Meta — the parent company of
Facebook and Instagram has no plans to
monetize content in Pakistan. This was
confirmed by FahadQadir, Policy Communications
Lead, Emerging Markets & South Asia, APAC

Earlier this year a team from Meta Company
visited Pakistan where the matter was raised. There
are about 60 million users in Pakistan, who want
Meta to take steps to facilitate them.

Sources in the Ministry of Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommunication then revealed that in
order to address this demand, the delegation said
META was working on the issue and may start a
pilot project in this behalf.

However, the company has flatly ruled out any
monetization plans for Pakistan in near future.

Meta Media Briefing Session on Privacy

The company held a media briefing session on
privacy for Palastam journalists. Arianne Jimenez,
privacy policy manager at Meta in the Asia Pacific,
briefed journalists on the social media company’s
policies for protecting users’ data and information
on its platforms.

A Meta representative told the media that pro-
tecting people’s information is at the core of Meta's
vision of being a prnivacy-focused communications
platform.

He said privacy is fundamental to Meta Busi-
ness's work, and that everyone at the social media
company has a responsibility in this regard.

Meta is committed to giving more control to
people over their privacy choices, he said. That's
why it has created tools to give people more trans-
parency and control over how their data is used.

Meta offers a number of tools and features to
help its users to control their privacy. These tools
include Privacy Checkup, Privacy Shortcuts, Man-
age Activity, Audience Selector Tool, Who Can See
Me? and the Privacy Center.

These tools make privacy, security and ad con-
trol settings more accessible to users, in addition to
helping them decide who can see and control what
they share. . How do people find them on Face-
book?

He added that the Privacy Center is an ed-
ucational platform for Facebook, Instagram,
‘WhatsApp and Messenger that provides in-depth
information about privacy.

Monetization with Facebook

Meta tools, “Why I am seeing this ad?"

MetaTools, “Why am I seeing this ad?™ And
“Why am I seeing this post” helps people adjust
their preferences by clicking on an ad or post on the
News Feed.

Metadata designs privacy controls into its prod-
ucts with guidance from experts in fields such as
data protection and privacy law, security, interface
public policy.

Its privacy team works at every stage of product
development to develop these perspectives to keep
people’s information safe.

Meta security checkup tools

Meta officials said tools on Meta platforms such
as security checkups, two-factor authentication,
end-to-end encryption and additional accountabil-
ity for “third-party apps” ensure information secu-
rity.

Meta gives people more control and choice over
their data and gives them the tools to delete any-
thing they post or transfer data to other services be-
cause Meta believes in a free and open internet as
a means that people should be able to transfer their

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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Meta doesn’t
intend to monetize
Pakistani content
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Monetization
in Pakistan

Meta gives people more control and choice over their data and
gives them the tools to delete anything they post or transfer
data to other services since Meta believes in a free and open
internet as a means that people should be able to transfer
their data or other apps and services they use

data or other apps and services they use.

Meta does not sell user information to anyone.
Partners and third parties who have access to cer-
tain data are required to follow rules on how they
can and cannot use and disclose information pro-
vided by Meta.

At Meta, privacy and security system improve-
ments are ongoing and the company will continue
to invest and innovate to provide its customers with
the best user experience.

On the other hand, the vice president of Meta's
Honzon social media vir-

ucts include the VR-based workplace collaboration
app Horizon Workrooms, and the Horizon Venues
app for live events, which was moved into the core
Worlds app this summer.

“Thanks to his leadership, the Horizon product
group has built a strong team with an ambitious vi-
sion, and it is just getting started,” a Meta spokes-
person said in a statement. “Meta continues to be
a source for developing great leaders, and we're
excited to see what Vivek accomplishes in his next
chapmr_"

The spokesperson add-

tual reality software, Vivek A Neta representative told the ed that the Horizon team

Sharma, 1s leaving the com-
pany, a spokesperson said.

Sharma has been with
Facebook parent Meta for
the past six years, holding
high-ranking positions in
marketplace and gaming,
and most recently its na-

will now directly report to

media that protecting people’s vishal Shah, Meta’s VP of
information is at the core o
Meta’s vision of being a
privacy-focused communica-
tions platform

scent metaverse-related

As VP of Horizon, Sharma, who is based in the
Seattle area, oversaw various VR projects such as
the Hornzon Worlds social media service, which
is akin to the online game Second Life that's been
retrofitted to wvirtual reality. Other Horizon prod-
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the next frontier of computing.

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg said in a recent ep-
isode of “The Joe Rogan Experience” podcast that
his company will debut a new VR headset in Octo-
ber, which is the month that Meta typically holds its
Connect VR conference. =

| AUGUST 15 - SEPTEMBER 15, 2022

XV -

TATHINOW

L

< g

s [
r'l-: .
vy
N

556
- ‘SH




[ﬁiﬁ',‘.‘?" i &

: .’1
.ﬁ.
(¥

ment service operator/provider to Kara-
chi-based fintechSafepay.

The pilot permission, which is the second stage
towards obfaining a complete licence for a pay-
ment service provider, was given after Safepay met
the strict requirements of the SBP, according to a
news statement from fintech.

The approval, it was said, will enable Safepay
to move forward with merchant onboarding and
expand its business.

The famed US-based accelerator Y-first Com-
binator's graduate from Pakistan was the fintech
company Safepay, which recently closed another
round of investment after having raised money
from a round-headed by Stripe.

According to the statement, Safepay will be
able to “double down on the groundwork built in
developing a world-class team, operations, and
collaborations like this one with Cybersource”
with the help of the most recent financing.

The one-window solution that enables custom-
ers to pay online through the merchant's website
using their bank account, mobile wallet, and now,
the Visa or Mastercard supported card, is the start-
up’s main service to merchants. It has been operat-
ing in the market since 2019.

In support of that, Safepay also revealed its af-
filiation with Visa's Cybersource.

“Through card acceptance, Pakistani mer-
chants can recerve payments from their local and
international customers. A market-leading digital
onboarding experience supports it, easy-to-use
technical integrations that focus on customer sup-
port and a powerful reporting dashboard that lets
small and large businesses track their payments,”
read the press release.

Safepay co-founder Ziyad Parekh declared that
the fintech was “eager” to see how its expanded
service offerings may assist its merchants to ex-
pand their operations.

In the meantime, the partnership with Safepay
“allows us to ensure that we provide merchants in
Palkistan with access to high-quality security solu-
tions that include frand management, payment ac-
ceptance, and security” said Leila Serhan, Group
Country Manager and Senior Vice President for
North Africa, the Levant, and Pakistan at Visa.

he State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) granted
permission for pilot operations as a pay-
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According to Safepay Chief Business Officer
ImanUrooj, the fintech might expand the number
of its merchants with the pilot’s permission.

“With existing investors such as Stripe (the
leading global payments company) and Fatima
Gobi Ventures and now welcoming our new inves-
tors to our family such as 121 Ventures, we're very
excited to see how we can help merchants grow
their businesses with our new offerings,” said Zi-
vad Parekh, co-founder of Safepay.

“We have a number of well-known merchants
on our waitlist and are ready to test our systems
during our pilot with them. Our partnership with
Visa will enable us to work closely together and
build innovative solutions that adapt to the grow-
ing needs of our customers,” he added.

Spealking about Visa's collaboration with Safe-
pay, Leila Serhan, Visa’s Group Country Manager
and Senior Vice President for North Africa, Le-
vant, and Pakistan, said: “Today, consumers are

SNIWZZ
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‘Safepay’ gets SBP
licence for safe
transfer of money

Signing Ceremony

Safepay

VISA

The pilot permission, which is the second stage towards
obtaining a complete licence for a payment service provider,
was given after Safepay met the strict requirements of the
SBP, according to a news statement from fintech

increasingly embracing digital commerce, making
it critical for businesses of all sizes to be proactive
with fraud management, while ensuring their cus-
tomers’ expectations are met.”

“At Visa, we are committed to introducing
solutions that offer multiple benefits to merchants
and provide customers with a frictionless, secure,
and convenient payment solution. Our collabora-
tion with Safepay, the proud winners of the VEI
Audience Favorite 2021, allows us to ensure that
we provide merchants in Pakistan with access to
high-quality security solutions that include fraud
management, payment acceptance, and security.”

“Cybersource 15 a very powerful tool and we
are excited to have built on top of this to release
functionality like subscription payments which are
severely lacking in the market,” says Co-Founder,

The famed US-based
accelerator Y-first Combinator’s
graduate from Pakistan was
the fintech company Safepay,
which recently closed
another round of investment
after having raised money from
a round-headed by Stripe

Raza Naqvi. The pilot approval has been grant-
ed based on Safepay fulfilling the State Bank of
Palastan’s stringent criteria. The final stage is a
commercial license, which is subject to SBP’s sat-
isfactory assessment of pilot operations. The pilot
approval allows Safepay to proceed with onboard-
ing merchants and scale its operations.’
ImanUrooj, Chief Business Officer at Safepay,
said: “Every day at Safepay, we are inspired by the
incredible stories we hear from merchants across
Palkastan. With our Pilot approval, we get to scale
the number of merchants we have, we’re only just

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

getting started and are excited for the journey
ahead!”

Safepay was one of the winners in the Visa Ev-
erywhere Initiative in 2021 — a global mnovation
program and competition for startups and fintech
companies — held for Central and Eastern Europe,
the Middle East, and Africa (CEMEA).

Pakistan lags behind in tech adoption. One of
the key segments happens to be fintech, which is
currently a greenfield. Incumbents (Banks and tel-
cos) have been complacent. They employ complex
revenue models and have moved away from inno-
vation. Most banks do not offer mobile banking.
The ones that do have poor products, limited ap-
plicability, complex designs, and unreliable opera-
tions. These Banks still employ outdated systems
and have failed to evolve. They have not graduated
into the 21st-century tech-wise. Therefore, incum-
bents are in a vulnerable position to lose to an in-
novative, challenger bank.

To go back to our original example, opening
a bank account with incumbents for youth (75%
of Pakistan's population is under 35) and women
(50% of Pakistan's population) is filled with im-
pediments and takes on average 30 days to success-
fully open a bank account. For youth and women
{mostly homemakers), the main impediment 15 to
show proof of income before beginning the pro-
cess of opening a bank account. This has led to
a huge portion of the population being unbanked
(80% or 100 mln). To put into perspective, Paki-
stan's unbanked population is larger than Germa-
ny's total population.

With a history of 70 years of Banking in Pa-
kistan with 30+ banks operating throughout the
country, brick and mortar banks have failed so
far to scale up and make banking easy and avail-
able to the people. The banking sector needs a
game-changer and fintech appears to be just that.
Technology can scale up and fill this void. Fintech
will play an instrumental role in the Government
of Pakistan's initiative of financial inclusion and
digitalisation of the economy. =
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hinese social media platform TikTok has
become a sensation for people of all ages,
especially teens. TikTok has been down-
loaded 1.5 billion times from Android

] PlayStore and Apple AppStore. With the increased
' audience, the mimber of creators has also increased

over the years, TikTok has produced many celebri-
ties that make a hnxurious living off of malang 15
seconds videos.

The top most followed list of TikTok is very vol-
atile and creators are always after each other’s spot.
So here is the latest list of the top most followed
creators on TikTok.

1. Khabane Lame

Followers: 148.5 million

Khabane Lame is a Senegalese-Italian social
media personality based in [taly. Khabane Lame

. aka @khabylame became the most followed person

on Tiktok
surpass-
g  the
influencer
sensation
Charli
D'amelio
§ ending her
prolonged
regime of
| being at
the top.
This is the perfect proof of the uncertainty of the
platform, Khaby only made fun of some stupid vi-
ral videos in a creative way without saying a word
or having a great camera or edit quality and he
becomes the most followed. But his sarcastic ap-
proach towards the ‘too-formal® areas of the inter-
net is commendable and many say that he deserves
to be at the top.
2. Charli D’amelio
Followers: 145.4 million
Charli was at the top of the chart in the most fol-
lowed category for almost 2 years before over throne
was taken
by Khaby
Lame. She
makes fun
dancing,
transfor-
mation,
and fun-
ny videos
on TEgU-
lar basis :
and  has it
achieved great financial success and fame at a very
small age. She has been the role model for every
American teenage girl starting out on Tiktok and
she herself is only 18 years old right now.
3. Bella Poarch
Followers: 91.2 million
The third most followed person on TikTok is
Bella Poarch. Bella is an American-Filipino singer
and social media influencer who started on TikTok
as a traditional creator doing lip syncs and skats, but
I - later she
S found her
talents
m  pro-
| fessional
main-
stream
singing
and has
ta released

many sin-
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gles over the last two years. She also has TikTok's
most liked video to her name in which she lip-
synced a song called “M to the B” by Millie B.

4. Addison Rae

Followers: 88.6 million

Addison Rae is an actor, singer, dancer, and so-
cial media influencer. She also started on just TikTok
making dance videos and later she found her passion
fnrﬁmgmganﬂacung. She debuted in the Netflix
film “He's
all that”
in 2021
and also
released
her first
single “ob-
sessed”
also in
2021. She
. also  has
her You-
tube channel with over 4.5 Million subscribers and
she posts her make-up and dance routines there.

5. Will Smith

Followers: 72.2 million

Next up is the first mainstream media person-
ality on the list that didn't start from TikTok, ac-
tually, he started when the makers of TikTokers
weren't even born. I mean what can I tell you about
the Behe-
moth ac
tor which
you don't
actually
know? He
stared in
Aladin,
Men In
Black,
The Pur-
suit of
Happyness, and many other blockbuster movies
that will be remembered forever. He started making
Tiktoks a few years back and his TikTokers aren't
really bad with a help of his little prior fame(lol) his
account was lit up instantly and has been growing
EVer since.

6. Zachery King

Followers: 69.2 million

Zachery King aka Zach King is kmown as the
“Final Cut King"” in the internet world. He started
on Youtube way back in 2011 with a couple of his
friends. Then later he started making short videos on
Vine, but
he got real
recogni-
tion when
he started
working
on TikTok.
He makes
unigue
videos that
are edited
m such a
way that it looks like he is doing magic. He doesn't
claim to be a magician but a magical editor. He has
2nd and 3rd most liked videos of Tiktok to his name.

7. Kimberly Loaiza

Followers: 66.6 million

Kimberly Martinez who is known as Kimberly
Loaiza in the internet world is a singer and social
media influencer. She started her internet journey
in 2016 on Youtube where she posted vlogs and ran-
dom stuff. Later she also started making content on
Tiktok, and that is where she got her most hype from.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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leased her
first song | =
“Don't Be |
Jealous”
and it did
really well
currently
the song
has 257

8. TikTok

Followers: 64.6 million

TikTokhasitsownaccountonthetopfollowedlist.
They post the most famous videos of other creators,
updates, and interviews from TikTok-hosted events.

¢ TikTok

basically serves the purpose of supporting and ap-

9. Burak Ozdemir

Followers: 62.9 million

Burak Ozdemir is another non-traditional influ-
encer on the list. He is a professional chef and has
hmuwnrmiammsmTurkc}chmakﬂ:wdcmof
himself . . -
making §
traditional
Turkish
food and
15 always
smiling
while
looking
at the
camera
instead of
looking at what he is cooking. He has grown to the
highest levels that a chef can dream about and re-
cently partnered with Cristiano Ronaldo to open a
London branch of his food chain.

10. Dixie D’amelio

Followers: 57.4 million

Diuxde 1s the elder of the I’amelio sisters and has
more interest in singing than in TikTok videos. She
also started alongside her sister in 2019 and has been
getting recognifion ever since. In 2020 she starred in
anAmmmnYmﬂ‘uhcscnﬂiﬁItawa}rGumlas

. the main

lead.
She also
signed
with the
music
firm Hit-
Co En
tertain-
ment in
2020 and
makes
music regularly. She also has a podcast show on
Youtube called The Early Late Night Show which
hosted many famous people from all over the world

and has got a lot of appreciation. m
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MoFEPT, PTCL sign accord to run 4 edu-
cational channels on Smart TV app

[slamabad: Ministry of
Federal Education and Profes-
sional Training (MoFEFPT) and
Pakistan Telecommunication
Company Limited (PTCL)
signed an agreement for the
provision of 04 educational
OTT channels in order to de-
liver educational content to stu-
dents across the country, at a
ceremony in lslamabad on
Thursday. The channels will
boost accessibility to quality ed-
ucational content to [oster
learning and growth amongst

students of different age
groups,
Minister of Federal Educa-

tion & Professional Training,
Rana Tanveer Hussain was the
Chief Guest at the occasion,
Federal Secretary-MOFEPT,
Aamir Ashraf Khawaja and
Federal Secretary IT, Mohsin
Mushtag also attended the
event. Contract was signed by
Additional Secretary
(MOFEPT), Waseem Ajmal
Chaudhary and Group Chief

__ ATIONAL CHANNELS ON
S{CL SMARTTV APP

Business Solutions Officer
(FTCL & Ufone), Zarrar
Hasham Khan.

Under the agreement,
FTCL will provide 04 channels
to the MOFEPT on its OTT
Smart TV platform to deliver
educational content for live
viewing and downloading to
students throughout the coun-
try. The digital channels will be
available free of cost nation-
wide. The initative will help
MOFEPT in taking a stride to-
ward digitalization of the edu-

cation system for greater effi-
ciency and improved learning,

During the ceremony, Rana
Tanveer Hussain, Federal Min-
istry of Education and Profes-
sional Training said, “The
arrangement with PTCL is an
important step toward the digi-
talization of Pakistan's educa-
tional system based on the
latest learning and tutoring
techniques. We believe the time
is ripe for such interventions
because there is nationwide
penetration of smartphones

ami speedy internet even across
remote regions. We are glad to
have found a collaborative part-
ner in PTCL that shares our vi-
sion for such a ground breaking
initiative for the advancement
of learning in society™.
Speaking at the occasion,
Waseem Ajmal Chaudhary,
Additional Secretary
MOFEPT said “The 04 OTT
educational channels will be
completely free of cost so that
the educational material is ac-
cessible to students from all so-

cipeconomic  backgrounds
without any need for a sub-
scription, This step will play a
significant role in the socioeco-
nomic development of the
country. Moreover, the initia-
tive furthers MOFEPT’s con-
tinuous endeavor to foster
social good for the people of
Pakistan”,

Zarrar Hasham Khan,
Group Chief Business Solu-
tions Officer, PTCL & Ufone
said, “PTCL is the largest ICT
services provider having foot-
print across Pakistan and being
a company playing a pivotal
role in driving digital transfor-
mation revolution in the coun-
try, needs partners to boost
education sectot, This will cre-
ate synergies to revolutionize
the educational system of Pak-
istan and enable all geographi-
cal areas with modern learning
mechanisms.”

Senior  officials  from
MOFEPT & PTCL also at-
tended the ceremony.m

Inovi Telecom receives the Consumer Choice Award 2022
CH u:

Lahore: With the grace of
Almighty Allah, once again
Inovi Telecom (Pvt) Ltd has
been honoured with the (Con-
sumer Choice Award 2022) for
Pakistan's Best Smartphone
Brand - Infinix Mobile,

Speaking on the occasion,
ZeeshanMianoor, Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEQ) Inovi Tele-
com (Pvt) Ltd said that it was
not possible to achieve the
award without the efforts of
their expert team. He thanked
the team for unconditional love
and support. This award is a re-
ward of hardworking, intelli-
gent and loyal team. Hence we
would like to praise Transsion
and our business partners for
making it possible for us to
achieve this success.»
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MMBL reaffirms its commitment to promoting financial in-

Islamabad: Mobilink Mi-
crofinance Bank's (MMBL) ef-
forts to promote digital and
financial inclusion across Pak-
istan, were recognized at re-
cent 5th edition of the Leaders
in Islamabad Business Summit
(LIIBS) 2022, More than 1,000
delegates were in attendance,
including senior dignitaries
from local and international
private organizations, the pub-
lic sector, notable media per-
sonnel, entrepreneurs, and
policymakers. MMBL also
showcased its wide-ranging
suite of financial products and

services, focusmg on th:: &131:31
onboarding of customers and
serving them through MMBL's
premium digital banking plat-
form DOST.

Ghazanfar Azz&m Prcs:
dent & CEQ, MMBL, and Sar-
dar Mophammad Abubakr,
Chief Finance and Digital Of-
ficer, MMBL shared valuable

clu3|0n & dlgltallzatlon efforts at LIIBS 2022

insights on talent requirements
in the new normal and innova-
tion for growth in their respec-
tive panel discussions. They
addressed the audience by shar-
ing MMBL's role in promoting
financial inclusion and digitali-
zation efforts across the coun-
try, especially amongst the
marginalized segments, to pro-
mote inclusive growth.
Addressing the delegates,
Ghazanfar Azzam stressed the
importance of transforming
Pakistan's banking ecosystem
by promoting financial inclu-
sion through technology-en-

abled products and services. He
explained, “Pakistan ranks
among the top freelance mar-
kets in the world., With high
growth in freelance earnings
recorded  inrecent  years,
MMBL remains committed to
creating more financial em-
powerment opportunities for
freelancers, women entrepre-
neurs, Micro, Small, and
Medium-sized  Enterprises
(MSMESs), farmers, and under-
served/unserved  segments
through convenient access to
digital financial products and
services." m
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business solution and agriculture tech

Islamabad: Zong 4G has
entered into a strategic part-
nership with GROWTECH
Services. Through this agree-
ment, Growtech Services will
provide technological solutions
to Zong subscribers, to over-
come the agricultural chal-
lenges and meet the evolving
needs of the farmers.
GROWTECH is an agriculture
technology company working
on a data-driven, scientific
basis, led by its team of experts
and agronomists to remotely
guide the farmer communities,
through their analytical advice
and recommendations. It has
also enabled Agri-commerce
by empowering the farmers to
buy inputs and sell outputs,

The agreement was signed
between Mr. Faisal Bilal
(founder) represented

GROWTECH Services and
the management of Zong 4G
in the presence of officials
from both entities. The collab-
oration with Growtech high-
lights and strengthens Zong
4G's position as the trusted

communication and connectiv-
ity partner for corporations
across Pakistan. The com-
pany's wide-range corporate

digital platform also provides
valuable services based on re-
mote-sensing, to help resolve
critical issues like agricultural

portfolio offers flexible and
cutting-edge services and solu-
tions that are designed to meet
the ever-evolving needs of the
corporate sector.

Through this partnership,
farmers who are subscribers of
Zong will gain access to state-
of-the-art technologies pro-
vided by GROWTECH. The

land t‘mﬂhty, determination of
areas infested by pests, crop
health and nutritional needs. It
also recommends a more bal-
anced use of fertilizers, pesti-
cides and supplements to
enrich the soil and reduce the
input cost,

Commenting on the part-
nership, the spokesperson of

Zong 4G said, “"With the evo-
lution of technology, our cus-
tomers' need for data is
growing rapidly and for us,
they are the first and foremost
priority.  Partnering  with
GROWTECH is a testament
to our unprecedented digital
and connectivity services and
reiterates our longstanding
commitment to elevate the
quality of life for the deprived
masses, especially the agricul-
tural sector which is a major
contributor towards food secu-
rity in Pakistan. This synergy
will utilize the latest technolo-
gies for agriculture sector.

Senior  Executive  of
GROWTECH - Mr. Shah-
nawaz Mahmood said, “Our
focus is to enhance productiv-
ity and decrease input costs for
farmers, to improve per acre
yield across the country. This
digital-inclusion initiative en-
sures close interactions for
comprehensive tech-advisory,
as our farmer-support program
accelerates growth throughout
the crop cycle.s

Jazz & NUST sign MoU for innovation and con-
tribution to the creatwe economy of Pakistan

Islamabad: Jazz, Pakistan's
leading 4G operator and inter-
net and mobile broadband
provider, has launched its Dig-
ital Pakistan Tech Fellowship
Program with the National
University of Sciences and
Technology (NUST).

The fellowship aims to pro-
vide the participants with tech
insights enabling them to play
a pivotal role in contributing to
the creative economy and the
digital Pakistan narrative.

The fellowship program
will also give participating stu-
dents the exposure to under-
stand the nuances of tech
journalism, The Digital Pak-
istan Fellowship aims at get-

ting our youth engaged in a
more meaningful discourse
around tech-based innovation.

According to  Aamir
Ibrahim, CEQ, of Jazz, “In-
dustry-academia partnerships
play a critical in fostering in-

novation. Through our collab-
oration with the country’s
leading university NUST, we
aim to make significant contri-
butions towards enabling tech-
based innovation  while
accelerating Digital Pakistan,”

Speaking on the occasion,
Rector NUST Engr Javed
Mahmood Bukhari expressed
that partnership with Jazz was
a reaffirmation of their com-
mitment to fostering innova-
tion-led growth in Pakistan.

He maintained, “Creat-
ing an enabling environ-
ment for technological
developments is one of the
top priorities of NUST and
we are continuously on the
lookout for more avenues
that can help us secure a
bright future for our pros-
perity.”

He also hoped to extend
the scope of the NUST-Jazz
partnership in the future.=

Ufone 4G offers free calls in flood affected areas

Islamabad: Pakistani tele-
com company, Ufone 4G is
providing free calls in the
flood affected areas to estab-
lish connectivity between the
affected people, their loved
ones and rescue personnel to
facilitate relief activities.

Ufone 4G will provide
free calls from Ufone-to-
Ufone network and on PTCL
numbers in the flood affected
districts. This initiative is
valid for both prepaid and
postpaid customers. Ufone
customer can avail the facility
by dialling *4357#.

This initiative is currently

accessible to Ufone 4G users
in Barkhan, Sibi, Kalatr, Ma-
tiari, Bolan, Jacobabad, Mas-
tung, MNaushahro Firoz,
Ghotki, Shikarpur, Musakhel,
Khairpur, Naseerabad, Kash-
more, Tando Muhammad
Khan, Tando Allah Yar,
Sukkur, Rajanpur, Jaffarabad,
Larkana, Thatta, Dadu, Las-
bella and Jamshoro for now,
Speaking on the develop-
ment, Hatem Bamatraf, Pres-
ident & Group CEO, PTCL &
Ufone, said: “We are aware of
the natural calamity that has
struck in various parts of Pak-
istan and believe that it is our

duty to extend support to-
wards the affected commu-
nity. With the scale of

devastation, we understand
that a majority of the people
using our network in the dis-
aster-hit districts may not

have access to mobile
recharge and hope the free

calls will help not only family
and friends, but also authori-
ties and relief workers to con-
nect with people most pressed
for rescue and relief.”

Ufone 4G, which is part
of the PTCL Group, takes
immense pride in its Pakistani
identity and hence feels it is
its national responsibility to
reach out to the people in dis-
tress. The Group is undertak-
ing multiple initiatives to
facilitate flood affected com-
munities in line with its com-
mitment to fostering social
wellbeing both in emergency
and peace time.»
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PTCL Group
opens doors of its
medical centers for
flood affected
people

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited (PTCL) Group has
opened the doors of its medical
centers for flood affected people
in Swat, Dera Ismail Khan,
Suldeur, Mirpur Khas, Larkana,
Hyderabad, Malir-Karachi and
Quetta. The centers will operate
to facilitate and treat people in-
jured in flood related accidents
or fallen ill due to water-borne
diseases,

Heavy rains and flooding
have caused irreparable losses to
life and property across the
length and breadth of the coun-
try, laying waste to large
swathes of settlements, bazars,
standing crops and urban cen-
ters in Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan and
Sindh. PTCL Group in an en-
deavor to support the disaster
struck communities is extending
its medical facilities to the com-
munities affected.

Shoaib Baig, Group Chief
People Officer, PTCL & Ufone
said: “Being Pakistani compa-
nies, PTCL and Ufone feel great
responsibility to stand by our
people during this hour of
greatanguish caused by the re-
cent floods. We are taking all
possible measures within our
reach to bring some comfort
and solace to cur distressed
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PTA renews CMPak
license in AJK & GB

Islamabad; Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) has renewed the Cellu-
lar Mobile License of CMPak
(Zong) for AJ&K and Gilgit-
Baltistan to continue / expand
its NGMS services in the re-
gion.

PTA has received 50% of
the total prescribed license re-
newal fee of USD 17.5 Million
i.e Rs 1.87 Billion (equivalent
to USD 8.76 Million) from
CMPak (Zong). The remain-
ing amount will be paid in 10
equal annual installments,

The license renewal event,
held at PTA Headquarters,
was attended by senior man-
agement of PTA, Frequency
Allocation Board (FAB)
&CMPak.»
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Islamabad: Special Com-
munications  Organization
(SCO) largest integrated net-
work with multiple layers of
backhaul connectivity in Azad
Jammu & Kashmir (AJ&K)
and Gilgit Baltistan (GE), Cel-
more Technologies Private
Limited, a IT and fiber manu-
facturing company and Inbox
Business Technologies Lim-
ited, a leading professional
services company working in
the information technology,
digital infrastructure and tele-
com industry has entered into
an understanding for telecom
professional services and busi-
ness opportunities in AJ&K
and GB.

The overall purpose of the
Mol is to strengthen coopera-

tion for mutual cooperation on
WMS system and other poten-
tial opportunities required in
digital transformation of soci-
ety, The MoU was signed by

ecutive Officer Inbox Business
Technologies in the presence
of Major General Muham-
mad Shahid Sideeq, Director
General SCO and officials

Technologies will jointly work
towards enhancing the collab-
oration beyond the current op-
portunities. This collaboration
brings forth a commitment of

Mr Mirza Zia-ud-Din, Chief
Executive Officer Celmore
and Mr Mohsin Ali, Chief Ex-

from both sides,
Through this Moll, both
Celmore and Inbox Business

Inbox Business Technologies
to act as a professional service
and consultative arm of Cel-

more with regards to business
opportunities, Defense project,
Public sector, Private sector
and International opportuni-
ties.

Director General SCO
Major General Muhammad
Shahid Siddeeq, expressed his
view on the occasion that
“SCO shall enhance connec-
tivity in AJ&K and GB by de-
veloping telecom
infrastructure with latest prod-
uct, technologies and solutions
to facilitate private sector. This
cooperation shall provide a
boost to telecom technology
from all angles besides WMS.
The objective in this regard
was reaffirmed to help the end
users to benefit from the digi-
tal technology”.=

PTA, A4A1 workshop underscores importance

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) in collaboration with Al-
liance for Affordable Internet
(A4AT) organized a Digital
Gender Sensitization Worl-
shop. The event focused on gen-
der inclusion in ICTs and
facilitating digital empower-
ment of women in Pakistan.

Additional Secretary (In-
charge) IT&T, Mr. Mohsin-
Mushtaq was the chief guest on
this occasion. Chairman PTA,
Maj-Gen Amir AzeemBajwa
(Retd); Member C&E PTA, Dr.
KhawarSidique Khokhar, sen-
ior officers from Frequency Al-

inclusion in ICTs

location Board (FAB), CEOs of
USF, Ignite, Jazz and represen-
tatives from mobile operators &
members of international or-
ganizations, and civil society at-

tended the event.

Speaking at the event, chief
guest appreciated PTA's proac-
tive and inclusive approach to-
wards digital gender

connectivity, He said that Gov-
ernment of Pakistan and
MoIT&T are engaging with
global and regional organiza-
tions for improving digital gen-

der gap in Pakistan,

Chairman PTA said that
PTA is committed to ensure ac-
cess to all and improve digital
gender inclusion in ICTs in

Pakistan. It is striving to de-
velop a digital strategy that
brings together key stakeholders
of gender mainstreaming in
Pakistan. The highlight of the
event was session on “Women
Leading the Tech’ chaired by
Chairperson Competition
Commission of Pakistan, Ms.
RahatKunain Hassan and emi-
nent Pakistani female leaders as
panelists, The panelists in-
cluded: Founder & CEQ, Kata-
Iyst Labs, Ms. JehanAra;
Country Head — Code for Pak-
istan, Ms, SaminaRizwan; Ex-
ecutive Director, PAGE, Ms.
FajerRabia Pasha and CEQ

of gender

Mational Forum of Women
with Disabilities in Paldstan
(NFWWD), Ms, AbiaAkram.
The panelists stressed on creat-
ing conducive environment that
give women the support to excel
and consequently propel the
growth of the entire technology
ECOoSyster.

UNESCO Consultant pre-
sented on robust strategy devel-
opment for digital inclusion.
During the workshop, emphasis
was given on inclusive policy re-
forms and multisectoral collab-
orations towards the objective
of bridging the digital gender
divide =

Xiaomi Foundation donates $100,000 to aid flood-hit people

Lahore: Xiaomi Foundation an-
nounced donation of $100,000 to
UNHCER, the UN Refugee Agency, to
support UNHCR's operation in Pak-
istan including this most recent emer-
gency response to the flooding and
other situations affecting refugees and
host communities in Pakistan,

Since June, Pakistan's landscape
has been altered by torrential rain,
which has submerged approximately
one-third of the country under water,

taken the lives of thousands, and According to the National Disaster
forced millions to flee their homes.

Management Authority (NDMA),
more than 33,046,329 individuals have
been displaced, and owver 1,051,570
houses are damaged because of these
devastating floods,

UNHCE. is on the ground already
distributing life-saving support to af-
fected communities, including many
of the 1.3 million Afghan refugees
who have been generously hosted in
Pakistan for over 40 years. In the

worst hit areas of Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces,
UNHCRE has already provided refugee
villages as well as host communities
with more than 71,000 emergency re-
lief items, including tents, plastic tar-
paulins, sanitary products, cooking
stoves, blankets, solar lamps and
sleeping mats. In addition, UNHCR
delivered 10,000 sandbags to help
households build up defenses around
their homes.»

UPaisa expands measures to help flood victims across Pakistan

Islamabad: In continuing
its support during these chal-
lenging times, UPaisais offer-
ing flood relief support to
vulnerable communities by en-
abling its subscribers to make
direct donations to a host of
organizations participating in
relief efforts. UPaisa cus-
tomers have the freedom to
choose from a list of aid or-
ganizations which they can ac-
cess by logging in to the
application or by simply dial-
ing USSD *7B6%84#.

s £ | L
DONATE TOD
FLOOD VICTIMS WITH
LIPalsassy

Edhi
Akhuwat, Shifa Foundation,

Foundation,

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Health and MNutrition Devel-
opment Society, Rashid Khan
Trust, Saylani Welfare Inter-
national Trust, Alkhidmat
Foundation Pakistan, Bait us
Salam Welfare Trust, Sundas
Foundation, Rizq Trust &
Prime Minister's Flood Relief
Fund are some of the causes
that users can donate to. These
NGOs will use the funds do-
nated to offer further assis-
tance to thepeople affected by
floodsand provide them essen-
tial items such as emergency

medical supplies, clothes, shel-
ter, food and more.

UPaisa provides its cus-
tomers with a user-friendly in-
terface that enables donors
totransfer funds in just a few
taps. Users no longer have to
log onto their computers or
look for a collection point to
make donations, Without leav-
ing the comfort of their homes
subscribers can also make di-
rect donations to assist fami-
lies affected by the floods.

The easy-to-navigate appli-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

cation will allow subscribers
the freedom to make dona-
tions from anywhere and any-
time. Beyond providing
essential connectivity, Pak-
istani telecom company Ufone
4G together with UPaisa are
rallying together and taking
swift action in expanding their
relief efforts across the flood-
affected areas. Their priority is
to ensure the people affected
by the floods can stay con-
nected to their friends and
family.=
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DOppo ATE- A Powerlul Mid-Ranges

Smart tach Oppa Is uwelling AT6 to the market soon. The Chinese
manufacturer Oppa ks working on a new smartphone for its A-
series. The upcoming new handset will be a mid-ranges and it will
e lzunched in Malaysia. The newcomer wiil be named Opgo AT5.
The comang smartphone will be powered by the Qualcomm
SMEZ25 Snapdragon 680 46 {6 nm) chipset, tha is 0 poweriul
chipzet that is used (n uppear-tlass handsets, The Oppo's ATE with
this processor will provide the user with powerful resufts, The
smartphone has got a 24 GHr Octa-Com processar under the
heod of this smartphone. Also, there |s 8 powerful GPLU-of Adreno
510, The Oppo ATE's going to have a 6.56 Inches big screen stze
and It will provide the user with full HD phes the resolution of 720«
1612 Pixels. And there i an IPS LCD Copacithie Touchseresn
display that is the latest one and well known for its cutstanding
resulits: This handsit Oppo sharp ATE will be paived with a gigantic
RAM capacity of & gigabytes, The chipset and the RAM capacity of
the device show that it will enable the user to execute things
within seconds. The internal storage capacity af the smartphone Is
128 gigabytes that are enough to store @ huge amount of data for
luture wie, The Oppo is packing 8 Dual Carmers in the back of ATE.
Thia maln camera is 13 megapiveds and 2 megapixels. The selfie
camera 5 & megapbols which will take wendecful picturas, The
upcoming new ATE got 4 side-mounted fingerprint sendor to
protect your data from boss. And the battery of this ATG is 5000
mah is planted insde the belly of the new A7& which is encugh to
keep running for almost one or two days of active tse. And also
thiere |s & fast batery charging of 33W in this new handset which 1s
called ATE by COppo. Now Samsung and other smartphone
companies will be Iooking to bring featires like the Oppo ATE.

Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:14,999

AndroidTM 9 Pie
Display

Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
Camera From: B.OMP FF Seffie Camera

ZENCIEM  5000mAh Battery

3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
FullScreen 1600720

Fingerprint

dhetchizid 8 Functions

Dppa AJ6 - A Powerful A-Series Smartphanie

Srmart tech Dppo 15 unvelling A96 to the markel. Oppo s
launching 8 new handset of its A-series of smartphones. The
coming smartphone of the company will be & mid-ranger and
will be lawnched in China soon. The newoomer will be named
an Oppo A9, The chipset that is going to power the upcoming
smartphons will be Gualcomm Snapdragon 680 SoC. This 5a
powerful chipset that handsomely handles all the specs of
upper-chass smariphones. Te ghe more power o this Oppa's
A9, there i3 8 2.4 GHz Octe-Core processor installed under the
hood of this handset. The smartphone got the taste of the |PS
Capacitive Towchscreen display which is exclusively made for
the devices of this brand, The screen size of this smartphona is
£.58 Inches. Oppo A%6' godng to have afull HD display with a
resolution of 1080 x 2412 Pixels. The SoC of the handset is
paired with B gigabytes of RAM, The chipset and the TAM of
the Oppo sharp ASE will make the processing speed of the
phone lkghtning fast. The internal storage capacity of the device
s 128 gigabytes. This is encugh storage capacity that will give
you endcugh space to place a huge amount of data for future
use. The Oppo has got @n Android 11 operating system in ASE,
The Smartphone kas got a Dual Camera setup on the rear, tha
main camera will be 50 megapisels and secondary camera is 2
megapixels. On the front-facing of the ASE, there |5 a 16
megapinets sefflie camera, The security of this devics, 1o protect
your deta it has an under-displey, optlcal fingerprint scanner.
The ASE is fueled with a powerful battery of 5000 mAh
capacity, it means you can use the smariphone AS6 for a long
period of time, And also there i 4 fast battery charging in ASE
by Dppo. This coming up new Dppa A96 will be a competitor of
Sarmsung a5 the specs look guite impressive.

Xiaomi 12

~4179,999

1, 7100niEs
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Nokia C1

Rs:8,299

MNokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous MNokla returns with ©1, the phone with
higher specfications and beller chances of survival In
today,s Smartphone markef. Equipped with dominani but
customized Android 05, Nakia C1 is going to be availabls
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ands.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microscft take aver, now Mokia's
1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
ovarhawed OF for a befter user expetience. Earliar half
android hall windows Smariphone senas ware _
disappointing but this tims MNokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snappar of SMP and rear mounted 5
MP lores that will hobd a Carl Zeiss fens for beller Imaging
and recording, Mokia will implement Androld OS5 9.0 with a
twist on C1, 1ast fime the result was temble and resufted in
a failed X series but this ime we can expect a mracle as
the company has embedded the new phone G2 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
laad to something betier. The phona is powered by a 1GB
RAM 50 Ihat G1 can run every applicalion User wanls.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 545 Inch
screan with 294 PP density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reentar the smartphons
battle. The phone equips 16G8 internal siorage and
extamal card slof to provide more storage spaca, C1 by
Mokia is said to be 8 6mm slim with 6% screen-io-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmesl smarphons ever
heing offered in loday,s markel. Nokia 1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the everdreen manufaciurer, This
Phane will definetly give tough tima to budgets
smariphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Humwel. Nokia sharp C1 s going 1o ba launchad in the
month of december 2019 by the chineze gianis.

Realme C21

Rs. 19,999

Realms C21 - A Mid-Rang Smanphons OF The Compary

Smart tech Realms iz launching the C21 smariphone ta the
markat. This Chinessa company presentad tha G20 in the
Jamsry of this year, and Realma will presant iis sicceasor in
thoes days. Mow &ll the specfications of this phone Rave
appeared on AllExpress, and even the price ks known, This
smartphone will be Realme C21. The smartphone will be
powered by ane of the lalest chipsals svailable for
smartphanes in the marke! thal is called MediaTek Helio G35,
This now Realme's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Cors
processor under the hood of this handsel. This new uposming
smartphons has a 652 Inches screan size which is a big-
screen dispiay, wilh an iP5 LCD Capacitve Touchscresn, and
this device Realma ©21's gaing to have a full-HD display with
& resolution of 720.x 1600 Pxels. And also there is & GPU of
PowerVR GEB320 in this upcoming devica. Alag, thera is
screen profection of Coming Gorllla Glass 3. The upcoming
new Healms sharp C21 i packing the upeoming smanphona
wilh 4 gigabytes RAM, which |s the highest point of RAM used
In this smartphone so you can say that your phone &s goang to
run at a super-fast spesd becavse of ils powerful RAM.
Raalma has got 64 gigabytes of storape in C21 which means
that tha capaeity of your daia is unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, thera is a8 Triple Camera satup. The main sensor
of the smartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixals, 2
megapiets. The selfie shooter In this phone C21 will be 5§
megapixais to make taking selfies more easy and altraciive
with this new C21. The smartphons has got & powariul battery
which will be fusled with a Non-removabile Li-Pa 5000 mAn
battery in G2 by Readme that will carry support for Fast
changing of 10W. Samsung and othar tech gianis will face
sericus compelifion whan this Realma C21 will mileasa.

Honor 20 Pro

Rs5.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handsed You Will Wish o Have

N Honor i going o release 20 Pro in the near future. This

will be the upcoming flagship of the company, Aftar
launching the 10 series, the Chinese tach giant was
mxpacingd io improve technology. So, the Henor 20 Pro will
came up with something different. The handsel s packed
with the fatest SoC, Highly efficient camera seiup, huge
mamary, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro wif coma
packed with the powerful chipset In the warlg of
smartphone and that chipset ia called Kirin S80. Thes will
dlso ba ussd in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensuras the performancs. All the T nm
chipsets have a great performance rafio as compared to
tha othar handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Hanar with this 7 nm Sol consumes hess anergy and
provides high-class parformance, The systam of the chip
will be packed with & gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honer Pro will have a &.1-nch broad
dispkay screen b will present you Full HO+ resclution, As
the camera selup is concarned, Like other flagships the
Honot 20's Pro will featurs a rear triple cameara setup. Tha
primary bans will be 48 megapiels and the secondary will
be 16 megaphxels with the third one 8 megapixeis and 2
Mega-pixal Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a salfia shoatar
ol high guality thal is 32 megapixels: The back camera will
hedp you to caplure the nalure and the selfie sansar will
hedp you to gat ples of your own with your desired posa, 20
Pro's The handset will be fusied with & heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery, There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japaness and Chinese gianis ars
creating a healthy and compatithve market by producing
smartphanes for every fype of customers from low budge
to high budgst customers. So, like Samsung, tha company
also taking over olhar smartphons giants,
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Realme C25s
Rs. 22,999

Realme G255 - A C-Series Smanphone With Blg Batiery
Smart tach Realma will urvell C25s soon o the markat. The
Chinase company Realme s prepaning to lsunch a new
smariphona of ks C-seres. The device was spotted on the
Indian IME] databese website, and also the model numbar
RMX3185 was spottad on the NBTC cerification plalfarm. We
are talking about the Redlms G255, The smariphona will ba
powared by ona of the Isftes| chipsets sva#able for
smariphonas in tha mid-ranga market that ans caad Hefio GBS
SoC. Tha upcoming naw Realme’s G255 has got a 2.0 GHz
Ocis-Core processor undar the hood of this handset. This new
smariphona has got 8 6.5 Inches scraan siza which 18 a big-
screan dispiay, with an IPS LCD Capacilive Touchscrean, and
thes device Realms C255's going io hawve a ful-HD display with
8 regolution of 720 x 1600 Pxals. And aiso there is 5 GPU of
Maii-G52 MCZ. The handsat is pack with 4 gigabytes of RAM,
which iz a powearful FAM usad in this Reatma sharp C25s so
wou can say that your phone & gaoing o run &t 8 super-fast
speed because of s powerful RAM. The smarphona has got
128 glgabyies of storage in this smarphone which means that
tie capacity of your data is mora than enough. Realme has got
a Tripia Camera setup in the G2%s. Tha main sensor of the
emariphone will be 48 megapiels, 2 megapixals, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this handset will be 8
magapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new G255 The rear-mounted sensor will aliow
protecting its date by only allowing the sulhorized persan inits
C35a. The battery of the phone k2 a gigantic ana. The upcoming
emariphone CE5s will be fualed with & Mon-removabla Li-Po
5,000 mAh battery which is a big battary, the device will give
you more than one day of battery backug, and there will be fast
charging of 16W. The smartphons G253 by Realme will run on
the Android 11 operating system. Sameung and other tech
plants will face senous compatiton whan this Realme C25 will
el

Nokia 2.3

Rs:14,900

Nekia 2.3 - ANew Enfry-level Smariphonea

Tech giant Mokia will umeeil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2, The up-gradation |s taught to be nat that significant. it 1s
an eniry-level smartphone with a wellHmown chipsst. The
internal memory of the Mokia 2.3 is also a good one thal will
allow you to store B lot of data on the smartphone for fuiune
use, The leaked Information about the Upcoming Nokia's 2.3
ensures thal it will support dual 5iM and wil be avadabla n
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal oslor varans. The
information leaked about the chipsat of the new Nokia 2.3\,
confirms that # will be powered by the MediaTekaE™s Halbio
A22, This chipset will b2 used i place of 28nm Snapdragon
425 This 12 nm Chipsel will provide mone powes (o the Nokia
sharp 2.3. Differeni vartants of the phone will offer different
ranges of RAM and intemal storage. Ona of the models s
packed with 2 gigabyies of RAM and Nokia is going to pack
this hew upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of
internal storage. The next vadant will be avallable in 3
gigabytes of RAM capacity and the intemal storage of the
phone will 32 glgatytes. 2.3 has got ancther model that may
offer an upgraded FAM and internal storage of the phona may
alza becomo double. The battery of the handsel is reduced by
1000 mAh. i means that tha new 2.3 will ba fuslad with 8 4000
mAh battary. Though the battery is a bit on the lower side, st
you will hawe enough power to keep the handset on foes. The
upgraded 2.2 has gota Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with
an LED fiash that is placed just under the alone lene of the
phone, The front-facing camer will be 5 megapixels. The 2.3
by Nokia has no fingerpant reader. As this is an entry-level
smariphone $0 you expect @ reasonable price tag, The
company i now competitve encugh to challenge high-rated
companies ike Samsung by bringing smartphones ke Nokla
23

Itel Vision 1

MaediaTek Hello G25
Ucta-core Processor

NOKLA

See better in the dark
It just keeps getting better

Nokia 2.2

STORE YOUR
FAVORITE APPS

32+2GB

MEMORY

Androdd 9 Ple ‘ I000mah
Battery

Biometric 13IMP Rear 5.71" HD+
Faee Unlock SMP Front Camera with Selfie notch

L=
O :xx13.200) [ 4,900 6B

3 GB RAM | 32 GB ROM | oo smmm
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Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:5WMP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Plxel
RAMMROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM

1.8GHz Octa Coma Processor

f‘f LT4

15.46 om {6,088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop s
Display (2.50 Curved) o

4000mAh High Capacity Battery RSV
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AT 44 x 1.8 GHz Corlax-AB3)

5.8 mches, 1080 x 2160 pisals
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Accatarameler, Proximily, Compass

(Mon-removable Li-lon ),3340 mah
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Samsung Galaxy A51 Oppo F21 Pro 5G
8GB Rs. 84,999

P - ﬂgpoiz‘l Prosﬂv.ﬁ.PF ﬂllps&tPhhan
J o Oppa is launching a new F21 Pro which has gol a monikar
&3, 54,999 : =

56 at the end, The smariphone company Oppo is unvelling
ahandsat in s F-series, the coming device of the company
will be a high-end phone. A newcomer will be named Oppo
F2% Pro 5G. The smartphone will be empowared by a
powarful chipsel called Qualcomm SMEB375 Snapdragon
05 5 (6 nm). This ks ane of the lstest flagship chipssts in
the markel, and to give mar power 1o this Cppo's F21 Pro
50 has a 2.2 GHz Ocla-Core processor inside the handset,
LA The handsel has got AMOLED Capacifive Touchscreen and
Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex- f thare s a big atrean size of 6,43 |nches, the users will enfoy
AT3 + 4 x1.7 GHz Cortex-A53) : using this screan size. The smariphone Oppo F21 Pro's
going to have a full HD phus resofution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels,
. , And also in this device, there is a powerful GPU callad
e oy ’ Adreno 619 under tne hood of this smariphone, The SoC of
(ultrawids) + 5 MP, 2.4, [macro) + Al Sl ksl v g s s
s o upcoming smartphanea G 5 hay
5MP, 2.2, depth sensor, LED Flash : be very ot n o Sxecution. Tho el pisdi s 128
f gigabytes which is enotgh to store a hugs amaunt of data
{Li-Po Mon removabile), 2008 mAh for futurs usage. The Oppo Pro 5G has got a Triple Camera
- Fast battery charging 15W { safup. The main lens of the setup will be 64 megapixals
s | along with 2 megaplxels and 2 megapivels, alens to capture
= ] ] ! / | excallent photography. Tha front-facing of Oppe F21's Pro
fuﬁ:ﬁ‘ };—-UI—}Lﬁlﬁhﬁl ! 5G wil be a singhe camera of 16 megapixels. The
, A Y ] smariphone has got an under-display, oplical fingerprint
r{f&fd‘:"ﬂ;}fﬁv Il r ; S songor o secure your data, The battery of the phane is aise
o . / & massive one. The smartphone F21 Pro 5G iz fusied with
{Li-Pa Mon-removable), 2500 mah battery to gel enough
bBackup lime and the smariphone got & Fast charging of
33W. Now Samsung and other smariphane companies will
be looking to bring features ke Pro 5G.
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1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWVGA Screen
5.0 inches

%, 4 Beaming Smart
Torch Lights Camera

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GEB Free
microSD Card (supports up 64GB)
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Infinix Note 8
Rs.29,999

Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex
-AT5 + 6 % 1.8 GHz Corlex-A55)

g |PS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
BIESIEV 16M Golors, Multitouch
7.0 Inches
Quad Camera: 64 MP, {wide)

. 11.73°, PDAF + 2 MP,
Camera {macro) + 2 MP, (depth)

+ 2 MP, Quad LED Flash

{Li-Pa Man removable), 5200 mah
- Fast battery charging 18W

32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GE RAM
microSD Card, (supports
up to 256GB)

128GE Builn, 6GB RAM
mikcroSD Card, {suppodts up to 256GB)
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Redmi 10C

Triple camera; 13 MP + 8 MP + 2 MP
Quad LED Flash, Auto-focus

32GB Built-in, 3GB RAM

IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
. 16M Colors, Multitouch8.2 Inches

{L-Po Non remavabile)
, 3400 mAh

Infinix Zero 8
Rs. 36,999

P Octa-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
Usee el 276 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Contex-A55)

6.85Inches, IPS LCD
BIETSIENE  Capacitive Touchscreen,
16M Colors, Multitouch
Quad Camera: B4 MP, (wide),
1.TE, PDAF + B MP, [ultrawida),
140+ 2 W5, 124, et
2 WP, 2.4, {depih), Quad LED Flash

{Li-Po Non removabia), 4500 mAh
Battery Standby:upto 26 days

Talktirme:upto 36 hours

128GE Built-in, 8GB RAM
microSD Card,
(supporis up to 256G8)

Acceleromaer, Compass, Face Unlock,
Fingerprnt {side mourted), Proximity

Redmi 10C

Snapdragon® 680 |
Large &.71" display

Kivjaurit 7" il
Foiwerful speakar with wibeant sound

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPL: Mali-<400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor 4:5
Light Sensor

2500 mah (Li-lon Battary)

(5P )M
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Remi Note 11

Redmi Note 11

90Hz AMOLED Pianeer
Snapdragon® S0

PIHz AMOLED DotDisplay

33W Pro fast Changing
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S50MP &l Quad Camera Dual Speakears

Huawei P30
Rs:89 999

Huawei P30 - Tarminator Series!

Onee agaln Huawel surprised with P30 Intro which seems
fno sarly but yet sources are claiming that thés new phone
Is developing and socn i will be avallable in the madkel
B if the give info ia comect then Huawed P30 is not too. far
from us and s0on we will see a smartphone with latast
desagn which gonna make him different from othee
smartphones. Huawe?s P30 have 1o make himsadl strong
because Samsung has announced s whole series of
smartphones that gerna loughaen the competition for this
phone but It seams that as usual Huawei P30%s unigua
dasign will beat iis rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easdy, Mate sares of this beand |& atill In pipafine and yet
thay have creatad hype that Huawsi P-series P30
smariphone ls on s way loo. Display of the phone is 6,1
inch and it is made up of GLED touchscresn which =
capaciive and smocth for scrollng. Huawel has decided
fo equip the diaplay of the P30 with FHD resalution and
wio will S0 a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone, Internal storage of the phone s consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is axpandable with help of
an additional S0 card with 2 capacity of 256 GB SO card.
In teday's world camara seems to ba strong salling poind
for smariphones thal's why the new P30 & coming with
Iriple camera satup on the back and as usual this cameara
selup | golng o boat evaryone In lts class dus lo s Al
technology which ia perfect in-evary way. F30 gonna come
tip with single 32 MP lons on the frant amed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focwsed object.
Artificial Intelligence ks also used in ront camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easlly sense the type of object and it
can use its intalkgance to improve the guality of the picture
according o the ghven scenardo. Chip usad In Huawel P30
|5 Kirin §80 which ks best chipset yel avallsble.

Tecno Pova 2
Rs:28,999

Tecno Pova 2- Releasaed With Big 1080p
display & Huga 7000 mAh Batieryl

Today, the Chinesa manufacturers Tecno
launched its premium smartphone Pova 2 in
the Philippines market, The smariphone comes
with a large battery of up to 7,000 mAh which
is & very huge battery. This Is a manufacturer
that has caught the eye several imes, thanks
to lis smariphones with very interesting specs
and an incredibly low price. The smariphone
has the largest screen of 6.9 Inches with a
resolution of 1080 x 2460, Teco Pova 2is a
phone that is part of the Android 11 program
with HIOS 7.6. Helio GB5 with a Ciuad-core
processor will take care of the speed of work,
and it will be accompanied by 6GE of RAM and
128GB of internal storage, The company offers
a Quad camera setup with LED flash on the
back panel of this Tecno Pova 2. It has a 48-
megapixel main camera with a 2-megapixel
macro lens, and a pair of 2-megapixel depth
sensors. At the same time, this phone has an
B-megapixel camera for selfies. Tecno Pova 2
smariphona in the Philippines market is
launched at'the price of PHP 7,920 that in
Pakistani Rs is equal fo 28,983

X Mobile X2 Selfie

BRAT uF* JM4E

Tecno Camon 19 Neo

Rs. 40,999

Tetno Caman 19 Neo - The Mid-Rangar

Tecno Is working on & Camon 18 which has gol a monlkar
MNeo s the end. The company |& laenching & new
smartphone in ks Camon series. The newcomer will be a
budged-fiendly phone and will be named Tecno Camon 19
Meo, The smartphone got a Chipset of MedlaTek Helio G85
which is the mest powerlul chipsel and 1o give more power
te this hamdset thers is an Ocla-Core processor insade the
Tecno's Camon 19 Neo to make the device ufira fest, Also,
there isa GPU of Mali under the hood of this smariphone,
Thie display scraan size of the smariphona Is 5.8 Inchas and
It wdlll provide the uaer with full HD plus the resolufion of
1080 x 2460 Pixels: The new Tecno Caman 12's having an
P& LCD Capacitive Touchscrean display fhat is tha |atest
one and wall known for its outstanding results. The handsst
will be pared with a gigantic RAM capacity of & gigabyles,
The chipsot and the RAM capacity. of the Caman 18 Neo by
Tecno show that It will enable the user to sxecute things with
this smariphone within seconds. The infemal slorage
capacity of the smariphane i 128 gigabyles which Is
enough to store 8 hwege amount of data for futers wee and
thee device got 3 microS0 dedieated slat, On the rear of the
Tecna 19 Meo, thers is a Triple Camera sotup. The main
sangor of the handast will be 48 megapixals, 2 megapixals,
and 2 magapicels, The saifie shooter of the phons is 32
megapixels, o make taking selfles aasier and mare
attractve. The Tecno Camon's 18 Neo is having 2 side-
maunted, opfical fingarpint reader to secure the data on the
smariphone and only allows the aulhorized person. Tha
Camon 18 Meo will be fueled with a Nonremovable Li-Po
5,000 mAh battery that will camy suppon for Fast charging.
Samsung and other tech giants will ace serdous compaliion
whien the coming 18 Meo will releasa.

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,56,300

150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
S (5.94x 2,98 x 0.33 in)

i 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIEIEN  |PS LCD capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, 118, 26mm {wide), 1/2.55"
. 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, OIS
12 MR, 2.4, 13mm {ultrawids)

Standby:N/A
Talk Time:Upto 17h
Music Play:Upto 65h

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Sl Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
SEEUINEEY | compass, barometer, Sir natural
language commands and dictafion
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MeMOBILE

Magic

M-6310 M-1110Lite Sound

1.8%nch Display 1.87Inch Display 1.8%nch Display

1200mAH Battery 1200mAH Battery 1200maH Baltery

Powerful Speakar Powerful Speaker Powerful Speaker

Wirsless FM Radio Wirelesa FM Radio Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera White Call / Black Call Option Sman Camera

White Gall / Biack Call Option Blua toath Disber Whise Call / Black Call Optian
Blue toolh Desler Dnly Phane Beok Call Option Biue tooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option Cnly Phone Book Call Option

Magic Smart MAGIC

Power Power STAR
1.8Inch Display 1.8Inch Display e

3000mAH Battery 3000mAH Battary 1200mAH Battery

Powerful Speakar Fyeri) Epsaiom Powerful Speaker

\Wirelass FM Hadio N rstinin T Foidio WWireiess M Kadio

Sl Cunena wmm ) Wl Srant Camera

White Call { Black Call Option Wehite Call | Black Call Option White Call { Biack Call Option
Biue tooth Digler Blua tooth Dialer Bilue iooth Disler

Oy Phona Book Call Option Only Phone Book Call Oplion Cinly Phone Book Call Option

MAGIC

| STAR PRO L-106 L-106Pro

1.8'Inch Display
1200mAH Battary 1.87Inch Display 1.8"Inch Display
Powerful Speaker 1200mAH Battery b 1200mAH Battary
Wirsless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio MEMOIBILE Wireless FM Radio
Smart Camera Smart Camera

; . White Call / Biack Call Option
White Call/ Black Call Option Bitia Kodh Dilar White Call / Black Call Option
Bl tooth Dialer ; *

Only Phone Book Call Optisn Blue toath Cialer

Only Phone Book Call Option Only Phone Book Call Option

3000pro0

24" Inoh Display

3000mAH Batiery

Powaerful Big Speaker

MONTH Wiredess FM Radio

WARRANTY - . Srreart Camera
Rl hite Call/ Black Call Option

Blue tooth Dialer

Cnly Phone Book Call Option

Power 4

248" Inch Display

3000mAH Battery

Powerful Big Speaker
Wireless FM Radia

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Blue tooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

www.memobile.pk Follow UsOn € © &
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ral n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. T SR S

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi Note 11

90Hz AMOLED Pioneer

Snapdragon® 680
90Hz AMOLED DotDisplay
33W Pro fast charging

6.43" FHD+ DCI-P3 WIDE COLOR GAMUT
AMOLED DotDisplay Rich colour representation

SUNLIGHT DISPLAY READING MODE 3.0

Ensure the content of your display Relieves eye strain
readable under bright sunlight

\ {¥ Memory extension*
| . Enhanced multitasking capabilities

=3 Multifunctional NFC*
Quick, convenient mobile payments

IR Blaster
Easily control your home appliances

)

¢y Z-axis linear motor
Excellent haptic feedback

-y
l( martlink
-/

Buy From Stores OFFICIAL PARTNERS

4,500,000:1

Contrast ratio for
sharp images

1000 NITS
Peak brightness (typ)

Smarter And More Convenient




Revolutionizing the Smartphone
Photography & Cinematography

Interview with Mr. Yiran An
Senior Product Manager | vivo Imaging Centre
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