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Sikh community |5 g
campaign for =
independent
Khalistan

It has become a chronic practice with the Indian government that
whenever any happening, incidents or accidents occur in the country,
it blames Palkistan for that without producing any evidence and proof.
The Sikh community across the world has been campaigning for an
independent state, namely Kahalistan.
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As a matter of pre ing its de { and ammﬁng the r.ampaign Zubair Kasuri Editor-in-Chief 0321-519 7777
for Khalistan the Sikh community took to holding referendums s : ;
. . . Matin Haider Resident Editor Islamabad 0333-525 2553
5 across the world. As Canada, where a sizable Sikh community lives,
E continues to have a higher number of events involving pro-Khalistani
; elements w_hfrem Islamabad_‘s role has come t.G the forg. Reports Usman Yagoob Director Marketing 0921466 4602
P suggest, a diplomat from Pakistan secretly met Sikh extremists before Syed Farhat Al Manager Marketing 0300447 5996

the ‘Sikh Referendum’ in Canada. However, it has not been officially
confirmed. At the same time, the Canadian government has termed
the Sikhs referendum as their constitution and legal right which could Zafar Khan Afridi Senior Graphic Designer
not be denied to them.
More than 100,000 Canadian Sikhs voted in the Khalistan
Referendum recently held in Brampton, Ontario which was organized Azhar Javed General Manager
by pro-Khalistani group, Sikhs For Justice (SFJ). Visuals on social
media showed a huge number of men, women queued up to vote in
for the Khalistan Referendum. Mirza Nabeel Tahir Legal Panel 0321-520 7551
The SFJ was banned in India in 2019 as an association allegedly
involved in illegal activity. As part of its agenda, SJF campaigns fora
Punjab independence referendum to seek a separate Khalistan state for Umar Shafqgat Tax Consultant 0323426 2281
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E the Sikhs of India and the worldwide.
N Opposing pressure from the Indian government, the Canadian
Z government has refused to stop Canadian Sikhs from expressing Lahore Office
= their views by holding the Khalistan Referendum and linked it with 27-B, Shahid Town, Gajjumata Bus Stop, Ferozpur Road, Lahore. 042-35965351
= a peaceful and democratic process within the legal parameters of the
; country’s laws.
wn Commenting on the situation emerged in the wake of an attack on Ali Hassan Manager Social Media 0323497 2029
a Hindu tﬂﬂlplﬂ and the pﬂs{er of a revered Khalistan Sikh leader* a Ahmed Ali Manager Marketing Mix FM 100 0301-800 6300
Canadian government official said that Canadian nationals had every
freedom to express their views under the country’s laws on the right to Registration No. PCPBM0G
* o freedom of expression and right to free speech and assembly.
% The official view from the Canadian government came after the (Vol. 16 Issue: 53) Price Rs: 1000
‘;::'— Indian government asked it to take action against the rising pro- www.flare.pk | Email: flare. mag@gmail.com
p Khalistani sentiments in Canada, which is the home to over one
| million Sikhs.
' A high-profile campaign to achieve Khalistan is being carried out Colour Sepration:

by the pro-Khalistan and pro-separatist group Sikhs for Justice (SFJ). Fotoscan Process, 25-C Lower Mall, Lahore. Ph: 042-37111906, 37234042

Canadian parliamentarian, Sukhminder Singh Dhaliwal also said
that curbs cannot be put on constitufional and democratic political
expression as such they could not be stopped from exercising their
lawful right.

Gurpatwant Singh Panmin, the Counsel General of SFJ and a New
York attorney said the Indian government tried all means possible to
paint Sikhsin a bad light before the West but the democratic governments
refused to budge to the pressure from the Indian government.

[momTEl wz -s

The Western governments acknowledged holding of the referendum Zubair Ahmed Kasur, (Edior-in-chief) publisher of FLARE Business
E a means to assess the Sikhs’ aspirations for an independent Ehalistan, Mews Magazine published from House No. 46, Block J, Guiberg
™ he said adding once the voting process was completed the case would I, Lahore.

m be taken up at the United Nations platform.
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Inflation crushed the common man

Through your Magazine, I would like to draw the attention
of the authorities concerned to one of the most sensitive and
sertous problems, which 1s high inflation in the country.

The 1ssue which has hit everyone i the country 1s growing
mflation. Inflation has a global impact but the way 1t 1s
skyrocketing in Pakistan requires a swift response. We have
no i1dea when and where thus price rise will come to an end.
The inflation has really crushed the common man. The
essential commodities and things of daily need are beconung
dearer every day and going out of purchasing power of the
poor. In the current situation, a common man cannot meet
his basic needs. He cannot afford a good education for his
children nor a proper diet. Suitable medical treatment 1s
beyond his reach. It seems that the regulatory system in the
country has completely shattered.

The last five years of Pakistan’s economy were termed
highly inflationary due to an expansionary monetary policy
and high o1l prices in the international market. Inflation 1s
one of the major obstacles to the way of development of an
economy. The consumer price in Pakistan rose to nearly 25%
m July — the lughest surge since October 2008 — as people
suffered from the double-edged sword of food and energy
prices with transport inflation peaking at a record 65%. The
constant rupee devaluation also led to an unbearable rise in
domestic prices as most critical imports such as petroleum
products, fuel for generating electricity, gas and edible o1l
became very expensive and contributed to high mflation.
Over and above the foreign (external) debt and its interest

payments also became unbearable.

Onaiza Adnan, Karachi

To educate about e-pollution

We must educate ourselves and our youth about the cautious
use of cyberspace. Our careless and useless resorting to social
media and e-commumication apps enhances cyber traffic,
hence causing digital pollution. It must be born in the mind
that unbridled use of anything triggers its auto-destruction.
It so happens very often that posts are shared at the drop
of the hat without checking their validity, authenticity and
veracity. We are carried away by the desire to be noticed,
liked or commented upon. The following paragraphs would
dawn upon us the need to observe restraints before 1t’s too
late. Companies that use the internet, especially the web
must play their role in reducing cyber pollution. Auto-run
option for videos must be removed. For music, MP3 must be
preferred to MP4. Only low-definition versions of films and
TV series must be allowed to be downloaded.

On an mdividual level, we must refrain from sharing
unnecessary audio and videos. We should keep chatting and
commenting on social media concise and precise. Binge
use of social media should be shaken off. We should bank
upon apps that run offline. For mstance, mnstead of looking
up ‘word meanings’ mn Google, an offline dictionary once
downloaded can do what 1s needed. We should download
videos if we want to multi-watch them mstead of watching
them online again and agamn

If left unmomitored, this digital pollution would endanger the
future of the digital world of which we are so proud now, in
the same manner as environmental pollution has threatened
our healthy existence on this earthly abode. The time 1s
not so away when we would be talking about digital smog.
Therefore, 1t 1s lugh time the parents, teachers and media
start insemunating digital sobriety among all the internet
users, especially the youth of Pakistan.

M Nadeem Nadir, Kasur

Write us at: flare.mag{@gmail.com

Use social media positively

Social media has become an mevitable part of our daily life.
It 15 one of the major tools of engagement through which
people can instantly commumnicate with each other and
know about what 1s happening around the world. Whether
one agrees or not, social media 1s supposed to stay with us
forever. However, with its growing popularity, the nisk of
using social media also growing.

We need a peaceful and safer society in order to live in the
world and to that end, people of every class need to follow
some ethical and moral principles. Sinularly, social media
15 a digital world which relates people with each other
online. As digital citizens of the online world, it 15 our
responsibility to make it peaceful and safer Social media
can become highly beneficial if we know to use 1t wisely.
First and foremost, think before posting anything on social
media because content shared with others carries a huge
mmpact on the mind of people. If inappropriate and indecent
content 15 shared 1t may be harmful and destructive to the
tender mind of the growing people. Check facts and figures
before sharing anything to avoid musinformation. People are
advised not to consume and dissenunate negative news as
it leads to anxiety and depression. Secondly, keep healthy
discussion and debate over social media as 1t contributes to
the positive growth of individuals.

Thirdly, avoid sharing negative comments with people
because the person on the other side even though 1s behind
the screen and far away but he receives the same feelings and
emotions and his or her sentiments can be hurt.

Fourthly if a person is not certain about the veracity of a
matter, he/she must not react to that immediately on social
media. Seelung advice first can be wiser action. Lastly, stop
comparing yourself with social influencers, they are creating
fake life by sharing only the perfect part of their life and
holding back the seamy side. Such over-representation
of people hiving 1dealized life leads to social comparison,
personal dissatisfaction and severe mental health 1ssues.

Hira Aman, Karachi

Dear Panadol

I have come to realize that all Pakistani drama serials follow
the same formula. They showcase the problems faced by
women i great detail, with the focus bemg on the pain and
sadness that a woman feels. However, the 1ssues they are
shown to face can be quite trivial in nature.

I would like to request the writers and producers of TV
dramas to create different and positive drama serials which
can empower women and take a more serious approach to
the problems they face.

Shahryar Khan Baseer P Engr, Peshawar

Transgender right bill

Recently, a bill has been passed in the Parliament that ensures
transgender citizens of their due nights. The bill provides
them safety, the right to education, the right to employment
and the right to hve with dignmity. There 1s no clause or
section that allows homosexuality in the country. However,
on social media, we see a campaign against the bill.

The people speaking against the bill think that 1t 15 an attempt
to allow homosexuality in the country, but the facts are
totally otherwise. This bill exposes how ignorant and lazy
some people are, as many of the bill’s eritics have clearly
not bothered to even read it before passing comments on the
same.

Anwar Sayab Khan, Bannu

We recerve too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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rime Minister Shahbaz Sharif has direct-
Pcdthcmthnﬂﬁnsturcmnmaﬂm:rd]cs

in the way of foreign direct investment

(FDI). The investment is not going ac-
cording to the expectations, the PM said explain-
ing that political instability is affecting foreign and
domestic investments.

Special Economic Zones (SEZs) have a ten-
year tax holiday and machinery can be imported
tax-free for the industries in the Zones. The pro-
cedure, rules and regulations for setting-up indus-
tries in SEZs under FDI are being made easier.
The business community will be taken on board
after the draft in this regard is prepared. The PM
hoped that the process will be completed by De-
cember.

LCCI President MianNaumanKabir has ex-
pressed concern on behalf of the business commu-
nity over the constant dip in foreign direct invest-
ment in the country. According to the State Bank
Statistics, the net foreign direct investment in the
financial year 2021-22 stood at merely 1.87 billion
dollars as compared to 1.82 billion dollars in 2020-
21.

He was of the view that in order to deal with
the current economic challenges, the level of net
foreign direct investment in Palistan needs to be
enhanced to at least 10 billion dollars a year.

MianNaumanKabir said that in the first month
of the current financial year 1.e. July 2022, the net
FDI was just 59 million dollars as compared to
104 million dollars in the same month last year.
Going at this rate, it would be even more difficult
to maintain the level of FDI achieved during 2021-
22.

He said that according to the State Bank data,
our recent FDI inflows are concentrated in the
sectors like power, financial services, oil and gas
and communications. There is a great potential
to attract FDI inflows in the sectors like construc-
tion, housing, tourism, food processing, logistics,
value-added textiles, automobiles and renewable
Energy etc.

He said that in addition to the FDT inflows, we
also need to talk about local investment. The total
investment as a percentage of GDP has been stag-
nant at around 15% for the last three years which
indicates the lack of trust of the local investors in
the economic system.

The L.CCI President said that one can lay the
blame on issues like law and order, macro-eco-
nomic instability (due to rupee devaluation, infla-
tion and policy rate hike), polifical volatility and
energy shortages for the declining trend in the FDI
inflows but we must realize that these reasons will
not be addressed or rooted out overnight. We have
to find a way forward despite all these odds.

There is a need for a pragmatic
and multi-dimensional
investment strategy which
should not only incentivize the
local and foreign investors but
also attract new investments
across the diverse sectors of the
economy

“We also need to be cognizant of the issues like
inconsistency in our economic policies, particular-
Iy related to taxation and the lack of effective in-
tegration with the regional and global economy.
As a result, we saw the FDI inflows to Pakistan to
have decreased over the past two decades against
the global trend of investors who focussed on and
rushed to the developing countries like Bangladesh
and Vietnam etc.,” MianNaumanKabir added.

The LCCI president said that this scenario
requires a complete review of our current invest-
ment policy regime. There is a need for a prag-
matic and multi-dimensional investment strategy
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Declining FDIs
becoming worrisome

The procedure, rules and regulations for setting-up industries

in SEZs under FDI are being made easier. The business
community will be taken on board after the draftin this regard
is prepared. He hoped that this process will be completed by

December

which should not only incentivize the local as well
as foreign investors but also attract new invest-
ments across the diverse sectors of the economy.
By focusing on Ease of Doing Business, thereisa
need to review old regulations with a Regulatory
Guillotine and replace them with Smart/Prudent
Regulations for facilitating Investors.

He said that the multiple taxes at the feder-
al and provincial levels act as a deterrent for the
Investors. For easing out the taxation regime for
investors, there is a need for harmonization of tax-
es at the federal and provincial level (parficularly
Sales Tax and Labour Taxes like EOBI and Social
Secunty) through better digitization, and further-
more, we need to drastically reduce the nomber of
taxes and the frequency of tax payments.

He said that in addition to the Ease of Doing
Business, we also need to give an adequate focus
on the Cost of Doing Business and make sure we
remain competitive with other economies in the
region in terms of the policy rate, electricity tanff,
gas taniff, land cost, fuel rates and fransportation
cost.

MianNaumankabir also highlighted the issue
of the lack of Investment in Special Economic
Zones. There is a need to evaluate the performance
of the SEZs Act 2012. The SEZ Act looks at only
the design and allotment aspects and ignores the
financial and management sides. In China, the
Special Economic Zones have ensured the wia-
bility of human resources through the provision
of facilities like education, health and vocational
training. These gaps in the SEZ Act need to be ad-
dressed.

He mentioned that Pakistan has only 2-3 SEZs
while 48 SEZs are established near Dhaka.

LCCI Senmior Vice President MianRehman

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Aziz Chan said that the Lahore Chamber is not
being consulted for policy-malking and has not giv-
en representation in the government boards and
committees. He said that a charter of the economy
should be signed immediately. He said that due to
tax exemptions in FATA and PATA, the industries
in other parts of the country are facing difficulties.
He said that the mining sector has a lot of poten-
tials but is being ignored.

LCCI Vice President HarisAteeq said that the
Lahore Chamber should be given 2-3 thousand
acres of land for the establishment of Special Eco-
nomic Zones. He said that Export Promotions
Zones should also be established throughout the
country. m
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get reduce the electricity tanff after the major-

ity of people in the counfry are upset over the

sky-high power bills. The poor are asking why
their electricity bills have been increased and what
would be their plight if the power tariff contimued to
g0 up becoming unaffordable for them. Very painful
scenes were observed when the people recerved bills
for the domestic consumption of electricity. Some
got aggressive out of frustration, and others fell into
tears and became psychologically ill. A poor labour-
er lost his life to the shock of the domestic electric-
ity bill of Rs41,000for consuming only 82 units of
power. A woman's video on price rise went viral in
which she was lamenting while asking “should I
starve my kids to death? When we talk about the
development in recent times the government has
artfully made a change in the way power consum-
ers are billed. It has revised the slabs based on units
consumed by generating bills in accordance with the
price of units in the last slab instead of the second
last slab.

According to sources, the incumbent government
of ShehbazSharif has taken away from the consum-
ers the benefit of not billing them in the higher slab
in case they cross one unit of the prescribed limit of
low-price units. This change 15 now applicable to all
power consumers except the protected category of
consumers. Residential lifeline consumers will not
be given any slab benefit.

It may be noted that the government has mtro-
duoced only two categories of power consumers I-e
protected and unprotected power consumers.

According to the taniff effective from Aungust 1,
the rate for the unprotected category of power con-
sumers who use 1-100 units per month is Rs13.48
per unit, the rate for those using 101-200 units per
month is Rs18.58 per unit and the rate for those
using 201-300 units per month 15 Rs21.47 per unit.
Similarly, the rate for 301-400 units per month is
Rs24.63 per unit while the rate for using 401-500
units 15 Rs26.09 per unit and the rate for 501-600
units per month is Rs27.01 per unit. Likewise, the
rate for 601-700 umits per month is Rs27.65 per unit
and the rate for using above 700 units per month 1s
Rs31.12 per unit.

On the other hand, the protected category of
lifeline power consumers who use up to 50 units in a
month is being charged Rs3.95 per unit while those
using 01 to 100 units per month are being charged
Rs7.74 per unit and those who use 101-200 units per
month are being charged at 10.06 per unit with the
start of August.

Itaugcrswcllthatthngnmmmntisirymgm

When we talk about the devel-
opment in recent times that the
government has artfully made a

change in the way
power consumers are billed. It
has revised the slabs based on
units consumed by generating
bills in accordance with the
price of units in the last slab
instead of the second last slab

Moreover, the Time of Use (ToU) metre rate
for peak and off-peak hours is Rs33.23 per unit and
Rs26.91 per unit, respectively. It has also been learnt
that consumers of a single-phase connection are
being additionally charged Rs75 per month while
consumers of a three-phase connection Rs150 per
month with effect from August. The latest plan of
the government is to embark on an ambitious plan
to replace 9,000MW of electricity generated on cost-
ly fossil fuels with clean and low-cost hydel energy.

Offiicial sources told the news agency that cur-
rently, the share of costly thermal-based electricity
in the total energy mix stood at around 70 per cent.

Keeping in view the high prices of fuel in the
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Some got aggressive out of frustration, and others fell into

tears and became psychologically ill. A poor labourer lost his
life to the shock he received from his domestic electricity bill
of Rs 41,000 for consuming only 82 units of power. A woman’s
video on price rise went viral in which she was lamenting
while asking “should I starve my kids to death?”

international market, the government has planned
to switch to indigenous sources including low-cost
hydel. 4500 MW DiamerBasha dam, 4200 MW
Dasu, 1530 MW Tarbela 5th Extension hydropow-
er, Mohmand dam and KeyalKhwar Hydropower
projects and others have been launched to enhance
the share of hydel in the total energy mix besides
replacing costly imported fuel-based power plants
with cost-effective means, they said.

They said these projects would drastically cut
the electricity generation through fossil fuels in the
country. These projects were mostly multi-purpose
and would not only generate low-cost hydel elec-
tricity but also store water besides controlling flash
floods which brought havoc to the entire country
during the current monsoon season.

The power generation sector in Pakistan has un-
dergone significant changes during the last 5 years.
The overall electricity generation capacity increased
by over 40 per cent from June 2013, with a visible
shift in fuel composition towards cheaper sources

The objective behind this transformation was
to avoid power outages in the counfry and to make
energy affordable. While a significant improvement
has occurred in load management over the past 5
years, affordability issnes persist. Instead of declin-
ing power tarffs, determined by Nepra, remain
stubbornly high, preventing the government from
alleviating subsidy expenses meanmgfully.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK

The question is looking into the detailed process
of power tanff determination in the country and
the reason why tariffs have not softened despite an
apparent decline in fuel cost. The analysis suggests
that capacity payments constitute the bulk of pow-
er taniffs in Pakistan, and a sharp increase in these
payments in recent years has completely offset gains
from declining fuel costs. It appears that untl a
significant amount of investment is made in trans-
capacities would keep electricity tariffs at escalated
levels. Furthermore, if the government has to do
away with subsidies, it must carry out reforms in the
entire power sector value-chain in order to ensure
affordable eleciricity to households, exporters and
other consumers.

Before we dig deeper into the issue, it is im-
portant to understand how the power tanffs are
determined. In accordance with the Nepra Tanff
Standard & Procedure Rules, 1998, the authority
determines the tanff for all the generation, transmis-
sion and distribution companies.

At the generation level, the tariff is determined
based on power purchase agreements (PPA) be-
tween power producers (IPPs and public Gencos).
Notably, the capacity charge is indexed periodically
with multiple parameters including exchange rate,
domestic interest rates, foreign interest rates, etc. m
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Fast depleting oil,
gas resources call for
framing a political policy

PIDE research showed that 78 per cent of households have
no access to natural gas in Pakistan. Natural gas consumption

in the domestic sector has grown by about Il per cent over the
years. The cost of gas supply to households is much higher
than the cost of supply to the industry or power sector

akistan Institute of Development Econom-

ics (PIDE) has predicted that indigenous oil

reserves will be exhausted by 2025 and the

current gas reserves will last for a maximum
of 15 years.

The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA)
remained hostage to government decisions because
of the extensive state presence in all activities in the
supply chain. The OGRA law allows too much man-
datory government involvement in the corrent oil
and gas regulatory system, which has made the regu-
lator powerless, said the latest research brief on “Gas
Crises in Palkistan” released by the Pakistan Institute
of Development Economics (PIDE).

Natural gas and imported LNG contribute more
than 40 per cent to the country’s current energy mix,
including gas resources used in electricity generation.
In recent years, the demand for gas has increased
rapidly in Pakistan. However, gas exploration and
production have declined, and the LNG operational
and regulatory framework is weak, leading to a na-
tionwide shortage and increased supply costs.

According to the PIDE, 15 gas explorations,
and production companies work in 55 gas fields
transmission are mainly owned and operated by two
state-owned companies Sui Northern Gas Pipeline
Limited (SNGPL) and Sui Southern Gas Company
Limited (SSGCL). The gas exploration/production
industry and gas distribution/transmission mdustry
lack competition in Pakistan.

The PIDE research quoting OGDCL said that
it is predicted that Palistan's indigenous oil reserves
will be exhaunsted by 2025. And the current reserves
will last 15 years if demand is capped at present-day
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gas levels by 2030. PIDE research showed that 78 per
cent of households have no access to natural gas in
Palnstan. Natural gas consumption in the domestic
sector has grown by about 11 per cent over the years.

Supplying gas to households requires significant in-
vestments. The cost of gas supply to households is

much higher than the cost of supply to the industry

Business News Magazine

activities. Still, it remained hostage to government
decisions because of the extensive state presence in
all activities in the supply chain. The OGRA law
allows too much mandatory government involve-
ment in the corrent oil and gas regulatory system.
That has made the regulator powerless. Government
interference in service providers' affairs has led to
cross-subsidy and an overall deficit in the gas sector.
The circular debt in the gas sector has crossed Rsl.5
trillion, contributed by both the utilities SNGFPL and
SSGCL. Government irregulanties in regulatory
frameworks and poor policy formmlation are hinder-
ing sectoral growth and creafing inefficiencies in the
supply chain. Politically influenced allocations and

The research brief recommends that ensuring
reliable and high-quality uninterrupted natural gas
supply and efficient services i1s one of the cntical
aspects of the regulatory process. It has laid stress
on gas distribution companies to maintain adequate
tion networks and upgrade the system where nec-
essary to ensure supply of contractual volume and
pressure to its consumers. Gas resources are deplet-
ing, but these monopolies are expanding their trans-
financial returns. As a result, these companies, espe-
cially SNGPL, have earned enormous profits over
the years.

The research further reveals that in both ufilities,
mismanagement and wregularities have affected
their operational performance. Though private enti-
ties own 40 per cent or more of their shares, these
companies have no business model. There is no reg-
ulatory mechanism to link their financial returns to
their operational efficiency. Underground pipeline
leakage, poor mainfenance, measurement errors,
wrong billing, law and order, and theft have contrib-
uted significantly to Pakistan's unaccounted-for gas.
The two mtegrated companies, SNGPL and S5GC,
are overregulated monopolies with no mcentive
Against the OGRA allowance of UFG at 4.5 per
cent, the gas losses in these companies remained rel-
atively high. After 2017, this allowance increased to
7 per cent and 8.5 per cent for SNGFPL and SSGCL
to compensate for declining profits.

PIDE research brief suggested the way forward
in the following key recommendations:

Priontise exploration achvities to rely on LNG
imports, correct well-head prices, and minimise gov-
emment interference.

A progressive and market-based exploration pol-
icy is needed.

Palastan should deregulate the natural gas sector
pricing systems will also curtail the misuse of gas.
For LNG imports, incentivise third-party
and increased involvement

or power sector. Gas allo-

cation policy has remained \Wijth 30.6 billion cubic meterg ©f the private sector in the

based on political priorities

LNG supply chain happen-

rather than on the objective Of Natural gas, Pakistan shares ing in mature LNG markets

of maximising value addi-
tion. Low gas prices and

have encouraged higher de
mands.

0.8 per cent of global produc-
inefficient gas allocations tion. There is a sharp increase

like Japan, South Korea,

and even India.
Without rationalising

the subsidy structure, the fi-

" in gas demand in Pakistan, but pancial viability of the nat-

With 30.6 billien cubic Jue to inefficient distribution ofural gas sector is difficult to

meters of natural gas, Palki-

achieve. The tanff must be

stan shares 0.8 per cent of NALUTAl gas resources, Pakistan set ona cost-of-service basis

global production. Thmdf has been facing a colossal gas

a sharp increase in gas
mand in Pakistan but due to
the mefficient distribution

for a reliable and sustain-
able gas sector. Gas alloca-

shortfall, the brief revealed tion to industries should be

from a growth perspective

of natural gas resources, Pakistan has been facing a
colossal gas shortfall, the brief revealed. The PIDE
briefly described that large areas in the country re-
main unexplored due to security concerns and the
law and order situation.

The PIDE research said that the Pishin basin
is considered a valuable block. However, no explo-
ration activity in this basin 15 underway due to law
and order problems. All the activities in the gas
sector in Pakistan, directly or indirectly, are under
government control. An independent regulator was
established in 2002 to regulate mid and downstream
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and not based on political decisions. Energy efficien-
cy legislation and strict implementation in all sectors
are compulsory.

All gas companies should operate commercially
without any political interference by any govern-
ment. Government should limit its role to policy
malang and effective legislation for market liberali-
sation. There should be a single autonomous regula-
tory authority for upstream, midstream, and down-
stream activities. But the regulator must have the
powers and capacity to monitor the sector effectively
and ensure market development. »
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he Mational Assembly Standing Com-
ijflccunFinancc and Revenue has di-

rected the State Bank of Palistan to keep

an eye on the nising inflation rate and
the dollar rate. The Standing Committee on Fi-
nance and Reverme met under the chairmanship
of Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh, MINA, in the Parliament
House, Islamabad. The committee discussed the
inflation rate and soaring dollar value against the
rupee. The Committee expressed concern over the
higher inflation rate and continuous depreciation
of the rupee.

The Committee wanted the State Bank of
Palastan to exercise its authority and control the
problems of surging inflation and the dollar price.
Chairman Standing Committee did not find the
increase in the interest rate a solution to control
inflation. He asked the SBF to improve the in-
flow of dollars by means of encouraging exports.
The Committee was told by the Deputy Gover-
nor State Bank that inflation was a huge problem
and its root causes needed to be addressed to deal
with it. He said that the global increase in prices
of commodities and natural calamities had affect-
ed the supply chain. He also apprised about the
increase in interest rate, restriction on import of
hury items and facilitation to the exporters/im-
porters. Apprising about the increase in the rate of
the dollar, he said that the SBP did not fix the price
of the dollar and it was based on the market forces.
He said the State Bank took various administra-
tive measures to check the dollar price in the open
market. He also informed the Commuittee about
the ‘significance difference’ between outflow and
inflow of dollars. Later, the Committee directed
the State Bank to keep a vigilant eye on the rising
trend of inflation and the dollar.

The State Bank took various

administrative measures to

check the dollar price in the
open market

Minister of State for Finance and Revenue
Ayesha Ghous Pasha gave a comprehensive brief-
ing on the IMF agreement with the Government
of Pakistan for the Extended Fund Facility. She
apprised the Committee that the program was
suspended by the IMF due to deviations from its
terms by the previous government. She apprised
the members that the agreement was thoroughly
negotiated to keep in view the national interests of
Palastan. She agreed that the economy could not
be uplifted by quick fixes. She stressed structural
changes and long-term policies for making the
country’s economy vibrant and growth-oriented.
The Minister of State also shed light on circular
debt management, income tax reforms and divest-
ing shares of state own organisations as some of
the major points.

The Minister of State said that the recent un-
precedented floods and devastations caused in all
provinces had given a major blow to the financial
resources of the country. She said that funds were
diverted to the provision of relief/rescue to the af-
fectees as their rehabilitation and reconstruction
of infrastructure was an uphill task. She said that
financial estimates for PSDP for the current finan-
cial year would likely be redrawn keeping in view
the reconstruction of the devastated infrastructure,

She said that the government did not have any
plan to announce a mini-budget on the demand of
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). She said
that losses incurred due to floods are projected
at around $30 billion. The government and IMF
would hold talks in November or December for
the next review, she further said.

The Committee decided to defer discussion on
The Modaraba Companies and Modaraba (Floa-
tation and Control) (Amendment) Bill, 2020 till
the next meeting. The Committee also expressed
displeasure at the absence of the Secretary Fi-
nance Division and Governor State Bank from the
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Govt wants SBP to
contain inflation,
soaring dollar price
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The SBP pumped $1.2 billion into the inter-bank market in
three months to support the weakening rupee but could not
stop thelocal currency fromfalling to a historiclow, highlighting
the cost of expansionary policies without fixing the structural

economic flaws

meeting. The Committee decided not to take up
any government agenda in future in case relevant
senior officers were absent without prior permis-
sion of the Committee.

The Committee allowed Finance Division
to withdraw The Income Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 2021 {Ord. No. II of 2021), The Tax Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2021 (Ord. No. VI of 2021)
and The Tax Laws (Third Amendment) Bill, 2021
(Ord. No. XXII of 2021).

The Committee learnt that the above bills had
already been made part of the Finance Act. The
Committee also pended consideration of The
Eradication of Riba Bill, 2019" (moved by Mou-
lana Abdul Akbar Chitrali, MINA) due to the ab-
sence of the mover.

While discussing the relief and rehabilitation
efforts of the MNational Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), the committee directed the
concerned authorities to ensure the completion of
estimations and surveys of the devastation caused
by floods at the earliest so that the government
could announce financial assistance package for
the rehabilitation of the flood affectees. The rep-
resentative of the NDMA apprised the Committee
about the extent of devastation caused by torren-
tial rains and floods, relief operations carried out
by NDMA, PDMAs and social sector organisa-
tions etc. The Minister of State for Finance said
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that the quantum of financial assistance through
BISP to the affectees had also been increased.

Meanwhile, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBFP)
pumped $1.2 billion into the inter-bank market in
three months to support the weakening rupee but
could not stop the local currency from falling to
a historic low, highlighting the cost of expansion-
ary policies without fixing the structural economic
flaws.

The $1.2 billion injection into the foreign ex-
change market is contrary to the stated policies
of the central bank, International Monetary Fund
{IMF) and finance ministry, as all three institu-
tions claim that the rupee value is determined by
market forces.

From mid-June to the first week of September,
the central bank injected $1.2 billion out of its re-
serves, government sources said. The maximum
single-day injection of $100 million was made in
July, followed by $85 million in August, they add-
ed.

The central bank reserves are built by taking
expensive foreign loans like floating the Euro-
bond and issuing the expensive Naya Pakistan
Certificates. The $1.2 billion injection was slight-
ly higher than the $1 billion Eurobond loan that
Pakistan took at a 5.9% to 8.5% interest rate in July

this year. m
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year. Approximately 250
million kgs of tea are
imported annually, cost-
ing the exchequer nearly
$600 million.

Dr Fayyaz Ahmed,
Principal Scientific Of
ficer at the National
Tea and High-Value
Crops Research Institute
(NTHRI), Shinkiari,
Mansehra said the in-
stitute is spread across
50 hectares, of which
35 acres are used for tea
plantation and process-
ing. This institute is con-
ducting research on tea
cultivation, and it has
units for processing both
black and green tea.

“But now is the time
to increase our area of
production, as we have
more suitable lands for
tea cultivation. For this
purpose, we conducted a
survey. According to the
survey, Pakistan at pres-
ent has approximately
158.000 acres of poten-
tial area for tea planta-
tions. If the forest area
15 also included, tea can
be produced on approxi-
mately 180,000 acres of
land,” he said.

He further said: “As
tea cultivation needs a
particular climate, and
for it, we have locations
like Mansehra, Bata-
gram, and Malakand
that have been judged
excellent for tea culii-
vation. Mansehra has a
vast area of land which
is ideal for growing tea
and the same is available
for cultivation immedi-
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Pakistan has vast
areas fit for tea
cultivation

Pakistan at present has approximately 158.000 acres of potential
area for tea plantations. If the forest area is also included, tea can
be produced on approximately 180,000 acres of land
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hight that Pakistan con-
sumed tea worth USD
600 million in the fiscal
year 2021-22.
kistan, one of the major
importers of tea in the
world, has to borrow
money to import this
item.

“I appeal to the na-
tion to cut down the con-
sumption of tea by 1-2
cups because we import
tea on loan,” Igbal said.

The federal budget
document for the outgo-
mng fiscal year showed
that Palastan imported
USD 60 million worth
of more tea than the last
fiscal.

Igbal’'s  suggestion
had garnered flak.

But one Sohail is
hopeful that her idea will
go a long way in easing
Palkistan's economic tra-
vails.

On the other hand,
Pakistan and China can
promote tea on a com-
mercial scale through
joint ventures, Gwadar
Pro reported quoting
experts. As potential
suitable sites and land
for tea cultvation are
located alongside Chi-
na-Pakistan Economuc
Cormdor (CPEC), there-
fore, China has a big role
to play in promoting tea
cultivation on a commer-
ventures and sharing
technical and financial
support, experts said.

China from the be-
ginning has played a cru-
cial role in tea promotion
in Pakistan. With the
technical and financial
assistance of China, at
Shinkiari in Mansehra,

ately. Additionally, there
are other areas if you
keep going on to Swat and beyond.”

“But the farmers are avoiding cultivating tea
plants, as tea plantations are causing us a lot of is-
sues, on which the common farmers are struggling.
We attempted to convince the local farmers to cul-
tivate tea plants, but since there aren't many farms
in this region and the production process takes six
to seven years, the farmers can't wait that long so
they resort to growing the crops that can pay off
immediately.”

“However, if the farmers plant tea, after five
years, they will get more benefits since tea plants
will confinue to produce for 100 years. So, we sug-
gested that the government should intervene and
plant tea trees on a large scale where forest land is
suitable. Federal Minister for Planning, Develop-
ment, and Special Inifiatives Ahsan Igbal during
his visit to Shinkiari also stressed the need for local
tea production to save the foreign exchange,” said
the NTHRI scientist.

“Tea cultivation requires a specific environ-
ment, including acidic soil, as it has its growth
requirements. As a result, we are unable to plant
tea in Punjab due to the alkaline soil; instead, it is
grown in hilly areas,” he added.

“For tea, a moderate temperature is preferred
rather than a high one. The optimal range is 13 de-
grees to 30 or 35 degrees. Chinese tea varieties suit
our environment so we import them from China,”
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said DrFayvyaz. “The primary challenge we are fac-
ing is that we need to put the tea production on
a commercial scale even though initially we will
have little input. Some study has already been done
on how to produce or process at the commercial
level,” he added.

Pakistan has been grappling
with a widening current
account deficit and depleting
foreign exchange reserves,
which have plummeted to USD
8.2 billion

Pakistan has been grappling with a widening
current account deficit and depleting foreign ex-
change reserves, which have plummeted to TUSD
8.2 billion as on June 17, according to the State
Bank of Pakistan.

Recently, Pakistan's Minister for Planning, De-
velopment, and Special Initiatives Ahsan Igbal has
urged citizens to cut down on the consumption of
tea to help reduce the import bill eafing into the
country’s already depleting foreign exchange re-
Serves.

Igbal's appeal came after it came to the hime-
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Pakistan Agricultural Re-
search Council (PARC)
established a tea estate of over 50 acres along with
green and black tea processing units, but it is yet to
be adopted by the private sector on a sustainable
basis. Tea plantafions and processing have already
proved successful in northern Palistan. However,
its commercialization as per the market mechanism
calls for the attention of decision-makers.

The federal government has engaged private
sector companies for experimentation and com-
mercialization of tea. However, the pace and quan-
tum of commercialization have been very slow.
According to the online data platform Observatory
of Economic Complexity, Pakistan imported $646
million worth of tea in the fiscal year 2019-20,
largely from Kenya. This has listed Pakistan as the
largest importer of this commodity in the world.
In the 10 months of this fiscal year, tea imports
have jumped by 9% to $532.4 million, compared
with $580.5 million in the entire FY 2020-2021.
In view of the growing population and increasing
consumption of tea in Palkistan, the government
is working out a plan to commercialize tea culti-
vation for curtailing the import bill to this effect.
Talking to the media, Federal Minister for Plan-
ning and Development Ahsan Igbal said that a
huge chunk of foreign exchange is spent every year
on importing tea in Pakistan. If local tea produc-
tion is promoted, the country’s import bill could be
significantly reduced. m
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ome 27 projects worth $19 billion have so far

been completed under the China Palkastan

Economic Corridor (CPEC) while another

63 projects with an investment of $35.2 bil-
lion are scheduled to complete by 2030.

According to a report titled “Overview of Paki-
stan's Power Sector and it's Future Outlook” issued
by the China Three Gorges South Asia Investment
Ltd (CSAIL), as many as 27 projects under the
CPEC are at different stages of implementation.
With an investment of $7.7 billion, they are sched-
uled to be completed by 2025. Some 36 more proj-
ects are in pipeline with an approximate investment
of $27.5 billion which would be completed by 2030.

According to details, in the energy sector, 11
projects with an investment of $12 billion have so
far been completed while four projects with an in-
vestment of $6 billion are under the implementation
process and are expected to be completed by 2025.

Similarly, seven more projects worth $7.4 billion
are in the pipeline and are expected to be completed
by 2030.

The report highlighted that in the infrastructure
sector, seven projects with an investment of $6.7 bil-
lion have been completed while six more projects
of $0.9 billion would be completed in 2025 and 12
projects of $10.4 billion are expected to be complet-
ed by 2030.

Likewise, in Gwadar, three projects of $200 mil-
lion have so far been completed while two projects
of $230 million would be completed in 2025 while
another two worth $150 million are scheduled to be
completed by the year 2030.

The report added that four out of mine identi-
fied Special Economic Zones (SEZs) would be com-
pleted by 2025 with an investment of $500 million
while the rest of the five SEZs would be completed
by 2030 with an investment of $1 billion.

Some six socio-economic projects have so far
been completed with an investment of $10 million
while 11 projects of $90 million would be completed
by 2025 and 10 projects of $900 million would be
completed in the next phase by 2030.

The report said that other sectors such as In-
Technology and Information Technology are new-
Iy added ones under the mega project of CPEC.
They are at the planning stage for third-party par-
ticipation. China Three Gorges South Asia Invest-
ment Ltd (CSATL) report released last month, also
summarizes the precious practical and theoretical
achievements in the construction of China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) Power Projects and
looks forward to the future development direction
of the mdustry.

The report also analyzes the current situation
of Pakistan's Power Sector besides highlighting the
achievements of CPEC Power Projects.

The report was jointly prepared by CSAIL with
the assistance of relevant think tanks such as Paki-
stan China Institute (PCI), National University of
Science and Technology (INUST), Sustainable De-
velopment Policy Institute (SDPI), and other rele-
vant think tanks and dozens of senior experts and
scholars from Pakistan's Power Sector.

The report was launched in a ceremony that
was attended by local and international experts and
scholars.

The chief guest of the ceremony, Minister for
Energy (Power Division) KhurramDastgir Khan,
said that since the launch of the CPEC, the related
power sector projects are progressing smoothly. In
terms of energy, China has launched a senes of pow-
er projects under the CPEC to help Pakistan meet its
residential and industrial electricity demand.

He said Pakistan's energy shortages have been
greatly alleviated. Electricity has always been one
of the constraints on Pakistan's development, and
China has been able to enhance Palkistan's energy
supply capacity not only through the efficient use of
various energy resources but also by helping Paki-
stan build various types of power projects.

He said the report is beneficial to deepen the un-
derstanding of the Pakistani people on the current
situation and future development of Pakistan's pow-
er sector, as well as the contribution of the CPEC
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27 LPEG projects
completed another

63 by 2030

The report said that other sectors such as International
Cooperation, Agriculture, Science and Technology and
Information Technology are newly added areas under the
mega project of CPEC. These projects are at the stage of
planning for third-party participation

to Pakistan's power sector. “People in relevant fields
in Palastan should learn from Chinese personnel
and deepen industrial cooperation between the two
countries through the construction of projects like
the CPEC Projects. China is an important partner
of Pakistan in the energy sector, and China's devel-
opment experience is worth learning for Pakistan.”

Chief Representative of CSATL, Zhang Jun said
that Three Gorges Group is committed to provid-

Some 36 more projects are in
the pipeline with an
approximate investment of
$27.5 billion which would be
completed by 2030

ing affordable and clean energy for Pakistan, while
investing in Pakistan's power sector, and the Karot
Hydropower Project, with a total installed capacity
of 720 MW, is a flagship project of the Three Gorg-
es Group in Pakistan.

During the past 7 years of construction of the
Karot Project, we have seen engineers, managers
and workers from China and Pakistan working to-
gether to overcome very serious events, such as the
COVID-19 pandemic, however, they still achieved
the Commercial Operation Date (COD) 54 days
ahead of schedule.

Karot Project has provided 1.3 billion units of
clean and cheap electricity to Palkistan's power grid
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since it started generating power this summer. The
power station has been operating very smoothly, pro-
viding effective power security for Pakistan through
this hot summer season and playing its role in Pa-
kistan's flood control. As a Chinese engineer, who
has witnessed the whole process of investment in
this project, said he is immensely proud of what the
professionals of China and Palkistan have achieved
through their joint efforts.

Chairman of PCI, Senator MushahidHussain
Syed termed the report a ‘Primer of Palistan's Pow-
er Sector’ since it aptly describes the on-ground
situation of Power Projects in Pakistan and pro-
vides detailed analysis regarding opportunities and
challenges in the Power Sector. The report, he said,
needs to be widely circulated so that it can contrib-
ute to public-private partnerships in the power sec-
tor. Moreover, he termed Palistan’s relationship
with China as deep-rooted and multifaceted. The re-
lationship between Palkistan and China, he believed,
cannot be seen through the lens of CPEC since this
relationship extends beyond it i.e., people-to-people
connectvity, economic partnership, and support for

Director of the Political Information Office of
the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan, Wang Shengjie
said that the Power Sector of Palastan is the most
invested section of the CPEC and is a successful ex-
ample of early harvest, making a special and irre-
placeable contribution to solving the power shortag-
es and serving the economic and social development
of Pakistan, especially in such difficult times as the
fight against the COVID-19 pandemic and floods is
ongoing. =
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akistan Telecommunication Authority

{PTA) has again warned internet us-

ers that using Virtual Private Networks

{VPN5s) is against the PTA rules as well
as any other method of communication that could
hide or encrypt communication (VPNs).

In a public notice, the regulator (the PTA) said
that it has simplified the process of registration. It
said that public and private section organizations,
foreign missions, and freelancers who wanted to
use VPN for their legitimate purposes must regis-
ter their VPINs by October 31, to avoid disruption.
After the said date, internet users in Pakistan will
be unable to browse the web using encryption soft-
ware, unless they register Virtual Private Networks
{(VPNs) with the telecom authorities. The illegal
and unauthorised VPNs have also become a cause
of financial loss to the national exchequer.

VPNs are used to encrypt internet traffic and
disguise the users’ online identity. This makes it
more difficult for third parties to track a user’s ac-
tivity online or steal data, according to cybersecu-
ity company Kaspersky Lab.

As of June 30, 2020, all Internet users were
needed to sign up for a VPN with the PTA. Tele-
com regulators at that time said that the action
was taken to make sure that telecom customers
are safe. This measure encouraged the legal use of
ICT services in Pakistan.

According to PTA’s definifion, the use of il-
legal gateway exchanges to bypass the legal gate-
ways and terminate/originate international traf-
fic, through VolIP gateways, GSM gateways, WLL
phones, mobile SIMs or other related equipment
so as to avoid applicable taxes and/or regulatory
fee, 1s termed “grey trafficking.”

To monitor and curb “grey traffic” — which
includes Voice Over Internet Protocol and Virtual
Private Networks — the PTA has deployed a so-
phisticated web monitoring system.

The equipment, which is worth $18.5m, is
provided by a Canada-based company, Sandvine.
The web monitoring system will use Deep Packet
Inspection (DPT) to monitor commumications and
measure, and record traffic on behalf of the PTA.

“This system will facilitate in the identification
and eradication of grey traffic causing huge loss to
the national exchequer, and internet content man-
agement as mandated under Clause 37 of Preven-
tion of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016."

Sandvine uses a mix of techniques to identi-
fy the type of traffic flowing through the system.
This includes looking for patterns in the individoal
chunks of data as they pass through the system,
observing the behaviour of a citizen’s traffic and
matching it with previously known types of be-
haviours to understand what they're doing.

It also involves machine learning models,
where a computer has been trained to identify traf-
fic types based on past data.

'To monitor and curb “grey
traffic” — which includes Voice
Over Internet Protocol and
Virtual Private Networks — the
PTA has deployed a sophisticat-
ed web monitoring system

This way, the authorities can monitor and de-
tect IPs using VPN-like traffic without registration,
leading to a potential ban on the VPN application
being used from access across the country.

Several users have reported throttling of VPN
services in Pakistan recently, including the inabili-
ty to access Tor Browser — a software that allows
users to browse the web anonymously.

PTA wants to ban VPNs because the virtu-
al networks mask a user's IP details that travel
through an information system. The IP address is
a unique identifier of every device that connects to
any internet network. VPNs bar an ISP from view-
ing details about their client’s actual IP address as
it has been masked by a new temporary one. For
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PTA seeks mandatory

registration of VPNs

In a public notice, the regulator said that it has simplified

the process of registration. It said public and private section
organizations, foreign missions, and freelancers who wanted

to use VPNs for their legitimate purposes must register their
VPNs by October 31, to avoid disruption

example, it can no longer see whether a client is
surfing the internet or making a zoom call. And
50, it will not be able to tell whether a client is op-
erating an illegal VOIP service.

VPNs enable many around the world to con-
ceal their identity for both good and bad reasons.
Where it has been a mainstream tool for criminals
to conceal their identity and their traffic data to
conduct illegal activities online, they also allow

civil rights activists and journalists who are work-
ing on sensitive stories to ensure their internet ac-
cess 15 free from unwanted surveillance.

The mandatory registration of VPNs is not
without criticism from rights activists and internet
users. The registration has come against the back-
drop of an increasingly unsafe environment for
media, activists and journalists in recent years. In
addition, Pakistan does not have a data protection
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law, and there have been multiple cases of data
dumps and hacks of NADRA, the country’s cen-
tral database system, as well as the recent cyber-at-
tack on the Federal Board of Revenue's computer
networks. Further, the government, reportedly,
used surveillance systems which are being used by
the country’s intelligence service, ISI, to monitor
COTONAVIIUS CASES.

The concerns over data protection arise be-
cause the PTA wants access to users’ IP details to
which it does not automatically have access. Here
15 how it works: the PTA has the authority to as-
sign a pool of IPs to a particular ISP. The ISP then
assigns an IP from that pool to its user, through a
formula. The user could be an individual or a busi-
ness. Therefore, the PTA does not automatically
know who exactly is using what IP and how the
IPs are distributed among hundreds of ISP users;
only the ISP does. Sharing all these details with
the PTA can create a database of users and their
internet traffic details, which is susceptible to mis-
use by internal or external actors.

The notification by PTA about VPN registra-
tion stated that users who wanted to use these
virtual networks for “legitimate” purposes must
register their VPNs with the authority, and that
“illegal use of unregistered VPNs" would mean
PTA could suspend their services and initiate
legal action too. But much like various other le-
gal documents and directives, the notification or
subsequent communication regarding this fails to
mention what “legifimate purpose” means. =
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Fasset, PMYP, Jazz(Cash join to
educate one million on Web3,
digital assets

Murtaza Ali, Acting CEO JazzCash said JazzCash is proud to be the financial enabler for any
transactions required to be carried out for upcoming phases of the program. We are keenly
interested in forging alliances with like-minded organizations to further our mission of a
financially-included Pakistan, Murtaza Ali, Acting CEO JazzCash said

asset 15 partnering with the Prime Minister's

Youth Program (PMYP) to educate one

million young people on blockchain-based

technologies, web3, and crypto. Pakistan is
among the countries that provide blockchain train-
ing such as Singapore, Liechtenstein, South Korea
and Turkey. Earlier this year, it was recommended
to ban cryptocurrencies and other related transac-
tions in Pakistan. An education move came from
Palastan, which softened its view on the crypto sec-
tor.

The partnership, in conjunction with JazzCash,
will work on the Skills for Future Agency agenda,
bringing much-needed education to the masses.

A meeting in Islamabad was held in which the
Special Assistant to the Prime Mimister on Youth
Affairs, ShazaKhwaja, CEQO of Fasset Muham-
mad Rafi Hossain and the Acting CEO of Jazz-
CashMurtaza Ali, participated. The details of the
project were finalized in the meeting. The Special
Assistant to the Pnme Minister on Youth Affairs of
Palastan, ShazaKhwaja, said: “For years, the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan has been working tirelessly on
skill development for youth across the country, but
I believe the private sector holds great opportunities
for young people when it comes to preparing for the
future.”

“It 15 the Prime Minister’s vision to work on ar-
eas with great economic impact — like digital skills
for the future. This forms the basis of PMYP’s part-
nership with Fasset. [ hope our youth utilize this
opportunity to learn from qualified industry prac-
titioners & the world of opportunities that unfold,”
she added.

Speaking on the occasion, Mohammad Raafi
Hossain, CEO Fasset, said, “Palastan i1s amongst
the top 3 Web3 adopting nations in the world. In
addition to that, Pakistan is home to some of the
world's best and brightest developers, researchers
and scientists when it comes to tokenization, digital
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assets, and blockchain technology.”

“In tandem with PMYP, Fasset hopes to build
awareness and educate the next generation of
web3 adopters on safe, responsible and innovative
development and adoption of the future of this
game-changing space. We believe that with the right
building blocks the talented youth of Pakistan can
unlock $100bn of potential economic growth,” he
added.

Pakistan is amongst the top 3
Web3 adopting nations in the
world. In addition to that,
Pakistan is home to some of the
world’s best and brightest
developers, researchers and
scientists when it comes to
tokenization, digital assets, and
blockechain technology

Murtaza Ali, Acting CEQ, JazzCash, said, “This
partnership will improve financial literacy by reach-
ing out to millions of youth in underprivileged areas
through digital medmims.”

“JazzCash is proud to be the financial enabler
for any transactions required to be carried out for
upcoming phases of the program. We are keenly in-
terested in forging alliances with like-minded orga-
nmizations to further our mission of a financially-in-
cluded Pakistan,” he added.

The Central Asian state’s Vision 2025 aims to
Iift domestic digiization for its youth population
of 63% aged between 15 and 33. The PMYP is the

leading program for youth skills development.
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Two core areas will be tackled for the youth skill
development agenda, covering Skills for the Future
and Skills for AlL

‘Working together, both organisations will create
a curriculum to impart education on blockchain and
web3. The curriculum will also include the technical
skills young people will need to create a career in
this domain, with a special focus on amplifying the
current world-class web3 developer base existing in
Palnstan. Fasset will work on creating a financial lit-
eracy series allowing young people, especially wom-
en and vulnerable communities, to build their skills.
This will lead them to invest and begin earning pas-
can also earn certifications that will help them get
jobs in relevant fields.

There will be a National Innovation Award m
Web3, blockchain, and related emerging technol-
ogies. Both parties will participate in curating the
Award.

This partnership also aims to target Pakistani
expatriates globally, as well as millions of young
people in Pakistan to improve financial literacy in
underprivileged areas. JazzCash will act as the fi-
nancial enabler for this arrangement for any transac-
tions required to be carried out for upcoming phases
of the programme and showed keen interest during
stakeholder meetings in forging alliances with
like-minded organizations to further its mission of
a financially-included Pakistan.

Palistan has one of the largest commumnities of
freelancers globally, mcluding some of web3's best
developers, and Fasset believes that equipping Pala-
stan's youth with some of the most in-demand skills
will boost the freelancing economy in accordance
with the vision of PMYP leadership.

The partnership will impact approximately one
million youth over the period of a year, creating
learning and work opportunities with significant
eCconomic impact. =
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President Alvi
applauds flood relief &

rehabilitation efforts of

Vivo Paklstan

|| il

PER: 10,000,000

Mr. Liu Song said being aware of the calamity, vivo realizes
its social responsibility towards the community and we
stand by the flood victims in these hard times by offering our
support to the vulnerable community. It is disheartening to
see millions of people being the victims of these catastrophic
floods and this donation is our humble contribution to the
flood affectees. We, as a nation, should stay strong as we can

weather this storm together

ivo, a global technology leader, contribut-

ed 10 million rupees for flood victims in

Palistan through Prime Minister’s Flood

Relief Fund 2022. The meeting was held
at President House where Mr. Lui Song, Vice
President of vivo Pakistan, presented a cheque
worth 10 million rupees to Mr. Anf Alvi, Presi-
dent of Pakistan, for the flood victims.
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President of Pakistan appreciated vivo's ef-
forts toward Pakistan's growth and establishing
its assembling unit in Faisalabad.

This domestic setup of the production base
is aligned with the ‘Made in Pakistan’ initiative.
Made in Pakistan products of vivo, not only help
the economy to grow more but also create em-
ployment for the local workforce and empower
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the global brands to start their local manufactur-
ing in Pakistan.During the meeting, Mr. Liu Song
and President Alvi also discussed the mobile in-
dustry’s current situation in the country.

As in good times, vivo stands by the nation
during these hard times. Pakistan is experiencing
the worst floods in decades — affecting millions
of lives. More than 33 million people are affect-
ed by these disastrous floods where more than
13000 people have been injured and more than
1300 people including children have lost their
lives.

President of Pakistan
appreciated vivo's efforts
toward Pakistan’s growth and
establishing its assembling unit

in Faisalabad

The flash flooding has not only caused harm
to humans but more than 75000 animals have lost
their lives in the last few months. Furthermore,
these floods have damaged more than 1.7 million
houses in the region — making millions of peo-
ple homeless.

vivo follows GLOCAIL strategy— meaning
More Local More Global. The brand believes
that only through local markets we can play an
important role in the global market and each lo-
cal market is very important for vivo.

During challenging times like these, wivo
promises to stand by Palustan and offers support
to flood affectees.

)

On this occasion. Mr. Liu Song said “Being
aware of the calamity, vivo realizes its social re-
sponsibility towards the community and we stand
by the flood victims in these hard times by offer-
ing our support to the vulnerable community. It
15 disheartening to see millions of people being
the victims of these catastrophic floods and this
donation is our humble contribution to the flood
affectees. We, as a nation, should stay strong as
we can weather this storm together.”

At vivo, we care deeply for people and for the
communities in which we operate, and we believe
we have an essential role to play during times of
Crisis. m
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TECNO Mobile donates tons of
food Supphes to tlood victims

CEO, TECNO Mobile, Ke]ﬂn Zeng said TECNO has a]ways trled to p]a}r a p;:rmtwe mle in the
betterment of Pakistan and its citizens. Now is the time to join hands and support each other to help
those facing a difficult time. We're honoured to offer our help and services to the people in need

akistan has been worst hit by unprecedented
Paﬂddcmstatingﬂﬂods,whichhammuscda

Imge loss of life, means of sustenance, and

property to the poor. In order to cope with
this predicament, TECNO Mobile, a global leading
smartphone brand, came forward to rescue flood vic-
tims and provided tons of food supplies, shelters, and
health kats to affected families in Sindh.

The most disastrous floods in the history of Pa-
kistan washed away villages, leaving over 30 million
people in need of aid and support. In this frying
time, TECNO Pakistan along with its staff members
initiated a #TECNOFundsForFlood campaign to
supply tons of flour, sugar, rice, and other life sup-
plies to the severely impacted areas of Mirpurkhas
districts and other surrounding areas of Umarkot
and Kunri in Sindh.

TECNO'’s flood donation
campaign has attracted wide

attention for encouraging
individuals to act independent-
ly, such as the donation drive to

travel to the area and give
supplies directly to the vietims

CEQ, TECINO Mobile, Kelvin Zeng, offered his
said thousands of individoals, including our team
members, customers, and other Pakistanis have been
affected by this catastrophic event. He stated: “TEC-
IO has always tried to play a positive role in the bet-
terment of Palastan and its citizens. Now is the time
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to join hands and support each other to help those

day-to-day life. Empathizing with their hardship, the

facing a difficult time. We're honoured to offer our TECNO team decides to donate supplies directly to

help and services to the people in need”.
Inﬂnsdﬂﬁculthmnformcpmplcanahsmn,

U——J = =

the #TECI*IDFundanrFIﬂodmmpmgu demon-
strates the company's commitment to corporate
social responsibility. The interior of Sindh 15 the se-
verely affected flood area and our efforts are not only
limited to monetary donations to the victims but be-
yond that. The TECINO's team is also helping flood
victims to revive their normal life by providing every
deserving household with essenfial stems to run their

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

flood affectees to show their support.
TECNO's flood donation campaign has attract-

B ==
T \_"'-_"

ed wide attention for encouraging indviduals to act
independently, such as the donation drive to travel
to the area and give supplies directly to the victims.
Many people have joined hands for the cause. We are
thankful to our team who stood on the ground along
with the support of the local authorities in making it
possible to visit the locations and give supplies to the
needy safely and securely. =
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Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's Group cutting cake
along with hotel staff at their birthday
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. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's Group Mr. Irshad B Anjum welcomes Mr. Syed Rashid Bukhan
cutting cake along with hotel staff at their birthday President PTI Texas to his visit to Faletti's Lahore.
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ﬂ*g Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletu's Dr. Amjad Sagib presents the Pakistani Talented Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Falett's

'_':.?- Group welcomes Rehana Imran & Alia Targ for Award to Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Group warmly welcomed Mr. Richard T. Phillipson
their visit to Faletti's Lahore Faletti's Group to his visit to Falett1’s Hotel,
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Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Dhrector Faletti's Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's Group briefs
Group poses for photograph with Mr. Richard T, Phillipson Mr. Richard T. Phillipson about history of national heroes of
to his visit to Falert's Hotel. FPakistan at Faletti's Hotel.
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ndia suffered humiliation after the United

States did not heed its protest against the pro-

posed foreign militarysale worth $450 million

to Pakistan to maintain its fleet of F-16 fighter
jets. Security Cooperation Agency of the US De-
partment of Defense issued the required certificate
for the sale of F-16 aircraft sustainment and related
equipment to Palastan.

The move made India angry as its Ministry of
External Affairs raised strong objections during a
meeting with US Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asian Affairs Donald Lu in New
Delhi.

The Indian objection came despite clanfication
from DSCA, which said that the proposed sale of
military balance in the region.

When asked about the Indian reservations, US
State Depariment Spokesperson Ned Price replied:
“Well, we did recently notify Congress of a proposed
foreign military sale valued at $450 million for main-
Air Force's F-16 programme.”

He stressed Pakistan is an “important partner” of
the US, particularly in efforts against terrorism.

“And as part of our longstanding policy, we pro-
es for US-ongin platforms,” reports quoted him as
saying.

“Palkistan's F-16 programme, it's an important
part of the broader US-Pakistan bilateral relation-
ship, and this proposed sale will sustain Pakistan's
capability to meet current and fishure counterterror-
ism threats by maimntaining the F-16 fleet. This is a
fleet that allows Palkistan to support counterterror-
ism operations, and we expect Pakistan will take sus-
tained action against all terrorist groups.”

The US-built aircraft are a critical part of the mil-
itary arsenal of Pakistan, whose arch-rival India wor-
ries that the fleet could be used against it by its neigh-
bour. On the State Department's decision regarding
sustainment of F-16 military aircraft, he termed it
“an important step in the military relationship with
Pakistan.” US Counselor Derek Chollet said the
Pak-US relationship was “broader and nicher” en-
compassing trade, civil society and people-to-people
relationship, flood relief, and reconstruction, and the

On energy cooperation, he said the TS was help-
ing Palastan with the production of clean and green
energy considering it a valuable future commodity
for the globe.

He mentioned that as the US also suffered the
brunt of climate change like wildfires, super storms,
and drought, therefore, it was committed to helping
the countries like Palastan to prevent such flood-like

In commemoration of 75 years of diplomatic re-
lations with Pakistan, Counselor Chollet said during
officials, a wide range of issues mcluding improving
trade and investment ties, defence relations, cooper-
ation to mitigate the climate crisis, and expanding
people-to-people connections, were discussed.

Earlier, the Biden administration approved the
potential sale of F-16 fighter jet fleet sustainment
and related equipment to Pakistan in a deal valued
at US$ 450 million. This decision comes after former
President Donald Trump had stopped all defence
and security assistance.

The US Defense Security Cooperation Agency
{(DSCA) notified Congress on September 7 of the
State Department’s decision to approve the possible
Foreign Military Sale to Pakistan of F-16 Case for
Sustainment and related equipment for an estimated
cost of US$450 million.

The proposed sale does not include any new ca-
pabilities, weapons, or munitions and will not alter
the military balance in the region.

According to the State Department, the proposed
sale will support the foreign policy and national se-
curity objectives of the US by allowing Pakistan to
retain interoperability with US and partner forces in
ongoing counterterronism efforts and preparation for
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US approves F-16
equipment sale to
Pakistan despite
Indian protest

“Pakistan’s F-16 programme, it's an important part of the
broader US-Pakistan bilateral relationship, and this proposed
sale will sustain Pakistan’s capability to meet current and
future counterterrorism threats by maintaining the F-16 fleet.
This is a fleet that allows Pakistan to support counterterrorism
operations, and we expect Pakistan will take sustained action

against all terrorist groups”

This 1s the first major secunty assistance to Paki-
stan after the Trump administration suspended most
security assistance to Pakistan in January 2018, al-
leging that Islamabad was not a partner in Amernica’s
fight against terrorism.

Biden administration has
approved the potential sale of
F-16 fighter jet fleet sustainment
and related equipment to
Pakistan in a deal valued at
US$ 450 million. This decision
comes after former President
Donald Trump had stopped all
defence and security assistance
to Pakistan

“The United States has foolishly given Pakistan
more than 33 billion dollars in aid over the last 15
years, and they have given us nothing but lies and
deceit,” former US President Trump said in his first
tweet of 2018. “They give safe havens to the terror-
1sts we hunt in Afghanistan...No more!”

Earlier, the Obama administration had also fro-
zen $800 million in aid in 2011 and $300 million in
2016 to Pakistan for similar reasons — the refusal of
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Palastanmi Military Generals to crack down on terror-
ists.

Due to these repeated suspensions, Islamabad
gradually began reducing its dependence on US mil-
itary technology and turned to China to meet its de-
fence requirements.

In 2007, Pakistan acquired its first two JF-17s
from China at a third of the price paid for an F-16,
following which China also shared the designs of the
fighter jet with Pakistan’s armed forces.

However, the JF-17 is no F-16. The American
fighter jet can carry more armament because of the
presence of more hard points, better take-off weight
capacity, and a significantly better US-made F110
turbofan jet engine.

‘While the induction of JF-17 by the Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) was primarily seen as an eventual re-
placement of its existing F-16s, however, it was ad-
opted by the PAF to replace its ageing Chinese and
French jets, which included the A-5C, F-TP/PG, Mi-
rage IIT, and Mirage V, and complement the F-16s in

The PAF 15 known to operate around 85 F-16s
of various vanants, including newer and modern
F-16C/D Block 52s.

Under a very intrusive inspection regime, PAF is
required to deploy its F-16s at just two locations —
Shahbaz airbase at Jacobabad and Mushaf airbase,
Sargodha, where they will remain under constant
watch by American technical security teams (TSTs).

This was done to ensure that the PAF uses its
F-16s for the intended purposes and does not modify
them or the weapons they carry or share the technol-
ogy with unauthonzed parties like China. w
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Angelina Jolie asks world
25 | community to
to help the flood-devastated
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Prompt action needed
against elements who
failed DIRBS for

minting money

Pakistan introduced DIRBS in 2018 and started receiving evaded taxes and duties in billions

¥ facebook.comiFlareMagazineOfficial !m%tter.comrﬂaramagazinepk

of rupees every month. Millions of mobile phone importers and distributors understand this
system and pay taxes and duties. Unfortunately, some elements within DIRBS and PTA were
involved in changing the IMEI numbers to pocket millions of rupees. FIA and other security
agencies need to conduct an immediate audit of the PTA and take legal action against those
involved in this illegal business
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s per official statistics (PTA), the num-

ber of 3G and 4G users in the country

has reached 118.57 million who are us-

ing the data and SIMs of different mo-
bile phone companies operating in Pakistan. Four
years ago, Pakistan Telecommunication Authori-
ty (PTA) in collaboration with the Federal Board
of Revemue (FBR) and with the help of sensitive
agencies introduced a new system called Device
Identification Registration and Blocking System
(DIRBS). This system started to work formally
in 2018 as the PTA
sources revealed that
DIRBSs were imple-
mented in many coun-
tries of the world,
but in Pakistan, after
hectic efforts of three
years, this system was
operationalised four
years ago. The phone
W companies incurred
costs of more than
$24 million, which
they paid to the Government of Pakistan and
the PTA. Through this system, the importers are
bound to share details of handsets. As soon as the
handsets connected to the networks of the cellular
companies, its data is transferred to DIRBES and
the software of this System ensures whether or not
users have paid the taxes (tax refers to the various
duties and taxes imposed on mobile phones in Pa-
kistan) and all data of IMEI of the handset is also
15 shared with PTA. The DIRBS not only earned
billion of rupees to the national exchequer but
also helped combat heinous crimes and terrorism
in the country wherein unregistered and unverified
handsets were used.
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Mian Muhasimad
Prime Minister of Pakisian

Prior to this, there was no system for the regis-
tration of mobile phones imported by the mobile
phone companies and those came through other
sources in Pakistan, due to which the government
of Pakistan suffered the loss of billions of rupees
every month while thousands of mobile phones
were also lost. The unregistered mobile phones
were also used in various crimes as their data was
not verified, hence they were being taken advan-
tage of by the criminal elements. Pakistan not only
faced huge monetary loss in terms of taxes, but
these mobile phones were also used in terrorist ac-
tivities, extortion and other serious crimes in the
country.

However, the government of Pakistan after
hectic efforts, was able to implement this sys-
tem (DIRBS) in 2018, thanks to the government
which, through this System, started receiving
evaded taxes and duties in billions of rupees every
month and also had a clear reduction in serious
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crimes committed with the help of unauthorized
mobile phones.

This text is being published to explain to the
readers how important is a mobile phone IMEI
number and how can your phone be illegally used
if you have not paid your phone tax. So what
problems can it create? Thus various things are be-
ing covered in this report and the readers are also
being informed as to which people are still hacking
or misusing this system. It largely believed that if
PTA and security agencies take action to address
this serious issue, not only terrorism will end, but
the government of Pakistan will also get billions
of rupees in taxes.

A mobile phone has a special IMEI number
for its identification and as soon as you activate
the SIM on the mobile phone, the IMEI number
of the mobile phone 15 added (registered) to the
mobile phone company's system, and your phone
incorporates with the system of the company and
works with its entire system. If you have paid tax,
vou will not receive a message from PTA for the
recovery of tax or duty. If you are a tax default-
er or have ordered (purchased) a mobile phone
from abroad in a personal capacity then you will

FIA and security agencies need
to take immediate action on the
most important issue as well
as against those responsible
for this unlawful practice. FIA
and other agencies must act
promptly to audit the PTA
accounts and take action under
the law against those who are
involved in this practice

receive a message from PTA requiring you to get
it mandatory registered with the Authority with-
in 60 days according to the prescribed procedure
framed for this purpose. Paying this tax and duty
1s not difficult at all. Millions of mobile phone
dealers, retailers, and distributors in Pakistan now
understand how to do this job for the facility of
the users. On the other hand, there are thousands
of ways to change IMEI numbers on the internet
and every day a new method is introduced on the
internet by foreign hackers or internet users to
collect money from the public. They explain how
to change IMEI of mobile phones while various
techniques to change IMEI are also available on
the internet free of charge and one can also avail
this facility on payment. The phone calling com-
panies in Pakistan which are enlisted with Paki-
stan Telecommunication Authority and FBR have
their data and records with the government also.
These companies know very well the significance
of IMEI numbers and the benefits that can be
gained from the same.

Reliable sources in the PTA have told Flare that
several companies are selling internet devices in
Pakistan which are equipped to change the IMEI
numbers. There are scams in Pakistan and they
change or patch the same IMEI mumber with the
IMEI number of phones worth millions of rupees
that have come from abroad which start working
in Pakistan without paying taxes and duties. The
practice has been going on at a low pace for the
last many years and is progressing now.

There are a number of methods to change the
IMEI numbers available on the internet. Through
these methods the IMEI number of a phone of just
Rs 2000 value is inserted into a phone that values
to the tune of lakhs of rupees. After conducting
surveys of different markets of Pakistan and re-
search, it has been found that a person can change
the IMEI number of his mobile phone by paying 6
to 10 thousand rupees only.

And if you check the IMEI number from your
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mobile phone, you will learn that a Wi-Fi1 device
or a Chinese mobile phone is already functioning
in your name in the PTA system. There is an easy
way to check the IMEI number. Dial *#06# from
vour device and you'll see your IMEI number dis-
played on your screemn.

This procedure is free of charge and you can
check the IMFEI of your phone. Now thousands
of people are engaged in the business of tamper-
ing with IMEI numbers in Pakistan. For the sake
of getting a small amount these swindlers are get-
ting their illegal or
stolen phones into the
PTA system using the
said devices. In this
way, the government
of Pakistan is being
deprived of billions
of rupees taxes and
duties. It is a very se-
rious and sensitive
issue. In this regard,
the PTA or the gov-
ernment of Pakistan
must take serious steps as the number of inci-
dents of illegal registration of IMEI numbers has
run into thousands. A few days ago, in Kasur, an
FIR was registered against the culprits who were
involved in dummy IMET numbers registration. It
amply demonstrates how easily people are chang-
ing the IMEI number. It is also noticeable that due
to the absence of any clear provision in the law,
the accused of this illegal practice go scot free.
Another feature of the matter 1s the law enforce-
ment agencies, police officials who let the accused
escape punishment accepting bribery from them.
All the top management of Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority and the people appointed to

Amir Azeem Bajwa
Chairmen, PTA

monitor this system should be questioned after
they have implemented a system worth billions of
rupees, why have they failed to remove its draw-
backs and flaws? The Pakistan Telecommunica-

tion Authority should conduct a weekly audit with
the mobile phone companies to know how many
mobile phones entered the system and how and
when their taxes were paid and how many mobile
phones are still running on the Pakistan network
with double IEMIs or fake IEMI. Reliable sources
of PTA said that lakhs of IMEI numbers are be-
ing changed through Wi-Fi devices and other such
devices which are used for SIM and Wi-Fi. They
said the DIRBS employees, PTA employees are
involved in this business and tens of millions of
rupees are going into their pockets every month.
The law enforcement agencies in the country, FIA
and other institutions need to conduct an immedi-
ate audit of the PTA and take legal action against
those involved in this business. m
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Scaffolding helps
bring out latent
talents of children

SOCIAL |

Huma Mir .
to transfer your knowledge down to young minds.
‘With that in mind, let’s go through a few ideas that
might facilitate ECCE caregivers and practitioners
to apply their knowledge more effectively and assess
the performance of the learners.

1. Hints

Providing hints is one way to scaffold effectively.
You're helping advance the children's performance,
could be verbal, pictures, or gestures to aid a child in
reaching the answer or completing the task.

2. Suggestions

Offering a range of answers to a question, or
a range of ways to complete an activity is anoth-
er technique that can be used. If you can see that
a child is struggling with the task at hand, provide
suggestions to build that bndge between what they
already know and what they are trying to grasp.

3. Resources

Make the most out of additional resources in

4. Prompts

Using prompts is a great way to extend children's
thinking.

5. Model and demonstrate

Help show your children what to do, or how to
solve a problem, through modelling or demonstrat-
ing — not by outrightly telling them.

6. Feedback

Provide just the right amount of support and
feedback, at the same time as giving plenty of en-
couragement. You can positively respond to both
right and wrong answers, as this will encourage par-
ticipation. Make sure to give praise to children, not
only for succeeding but for attempting the task in
the first place.

7. Questioning

Asking open-ended questions is a way to get chil-
dren to use their imagination a little.

8. Step-by-step

Breaking the tasks into smaller steps can help
stuck children.

Group work

In the scaffolding framework, the practltmner p]ays a supportive role in the child’s learning.
Their role is also to observe the children, recognize the stage of learning they are at and then
provide support to help them reach the next stage

f you dorn't know about the potential of scaf-
folding in the early years then this article is
for you. But before you get out of your trusty
toolbox, it's got nothing to do with remodel-
ling your early years setting! Scaffolding mn the early
years is a teaching strategy that could make all the
difference to your children’s development, and it's
very simple and essen-
tial for every early-year

It's all about offer-
ing a supportive role,
as opposed to a more
spoon-fed role. And
with it, you can help
your cmldrcn achieve
and succeed!

‘What is scaffolding
and why is it useful?

Scaffolding 15 a term often associated with older
children, so it may or may not have crossed your
radar yet. That being said, your natural interactions
with the children in your setting are scaffolding their
learning all the time. But by understanding the pro-
cess properly, you can be even more planned in your
interactions with your children, and make use of all
the opportunities to scaffold that come up with ev-
eryday activities. To summarize scaffolding 15 about
supporting children's development and learning
during their early years by offering just the right help
at just the right time i just the right way.

There is always a difference between what a
child can do independently and what they can then
do with some support (known as Vygotsky's ‘zone
of proximal development). This is where scaffolding
comes in, as it allows children to solve a problem or
carry out a task that is beyond their current abilities.
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Pracfitioners are there to build a bridge between
a child’s existing knowledge and their new knowl-
edge. That way, children can build upon the sklls
they already have. With the nght amount of assis-
tance from you, as well as their previously mastered
skills, children can perform new activities and start
right level of support, they will achieve much more
than they would without your help.

In the scaffolding framework, the practitioner
plays a supportive role in the child's learning. Their
role is also to observe the children, recognize the
stage of learning they are at and then provide sup-
port to help them reach the next stage.

To summarize scaffolding is
about supporting children’s
development and learning
during their early years by offer-
ing just the right help at just the
right time in just the right way

You should work to provide activities just slightly
above the children’s ability. When children are given
the support they need while learning something new
or attempting a new activity, they will stand a better
chance of using that knowledge independently.

Traditionally, supporting children was all about
telling a child how to do something until they got
the knack for it. And of course, scaffolding may still

ire specific instructions from time to time. But
n general, we now know that there are better ways
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Lastly, don't think that scaffolding has to be a
one-to-one activity.

In fact, in a lot of cases activities are best to do
with a group of children, as they can then learn a
lot from one another. Also, try not to create your
groups of children only based on their abilities, as
this will limit the scaffolding that can take place.

All i all, scaffolding in the early years is just
about observing and providing suitable activities,
at the same time giving instructions, guidance, and
feedback throughout.

Scaffolding is how you can provide support for
children’s learning in a way that is well-timed and
well-matched to the situation and child. Do make
sure to watch out to make sure your children aren’t
struggling or becoming frustrated, as these may be
signs that the task is too hard and you need to move
on to something different.

Your setting matters, too

You may have got your early years' support-
mve role, but your setting can be a powerful tool to
help you out, too. Ensunng that it's organized in
a way that will allow scaffolding to happen will
make everything easier for everyone. The aim 15 to
promote student success by supporting children's
independent functioning. We want children to be
interacting with their emvironment and the materi-
als you provide, giving them opportunities to meet
their own needs, solve their problems, and make
their own choices. By explonng their surround-
ings in their early years, children develop new
knowledge and connect it with their previous un-
derstanding. (The writer is a senior educationist
and freelance coniributor. She can be reached at
humacak2000{@gmail.com) =
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Dr. Khalid Hameed of T'ara

Group Pakistan becomes world
reputed agriculture scientist &
visionary leader in agro
chemicals industry of Pakistan

His remarkable contribution in innovative & valuable Agri. Research

and meritorious gervices rendered for the prosperity of farming -
community was highly recognized by leading International & National ™~ #
forums, Dr. Khalid Hameed ereated a new history by achieving e k
over 50 International & National Eixcellence Awards during
last 5 years. The worth mentioning _SSSSS =
are o Lop ranking Awards from the :
honorable President & Pakistan
Dr. Arif Alvi, which is rare
pride and tremendous
achievement of

Dr. Khalid Hameed in the
corporate world.

Grow with Quality & Trust™

Tara Groupr

P A K I 5T AN

Dr. Khalid Hameed,
Chairman & CEQ / '
of Tara Group Pakistan A ~
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1- Highest qualification in agriculinre research

Dr. Khalid Hameed, Chairman & CEO of Tara
Group Pakistan, is an eminent & globally renowned
agniculture scientist as well as a visionary leader in
Agro Chemicals Industry of Pakistan. Dr. Khalid
Hameed qualified M.5c (Hons) in Entomology from
University of Agriculture Faisalabad, Pakistan. Later
on he completed his Ph.ID in Plant Protection with
distinction from the Imperial College of Science,
Technology & Medicine University of London.

2- Top ranking inmovative agriculture research
for the farmers of Asia Padfic

Backing with highest qualification from UK, he
worked at senior level positions in top ranlang MINC's
and in reputed National Groups of Agriculiure Sector,
as Head of Research & Development, Sales, Market-
mng and as Chief Executive Officer. In said capacity he
developed and mtroduced a large mumber of mnova-
tive, cost effective &top quality chemistry products to
the farmers of Asia Pacific Region for enhancing their
productivity. His excellent contribution in innovative
& valuable agn. research was recogmized by a leading
International Organization FMC with a “Honour of
Top Agriculture Scientists in Asia Pacific”, in a cere-
mony held at [TSA. In addition that top ranlang Euro-
pean Union Forum conferred National Award of Star
Leadership in Quality Agri. Research Excellence, in
an International Awards Show held at Pans.

3- Globally recognized leader in quality research
excellence

Under the dynamic leadership of Dr. Khalid Ha-
meed, Agro Division of Tara Group Palkistan was
established in 2012. A most modern and biggest
“state-of-the-art” agro chemicals plant was built up on
18 acres at Raiwind, Lahore & a modern seed pro-
cessing plant was mstalled at Multan. Latest research
& quality control labs, having a base of advanced
agn. research in top quality pesticides, fertilizers labs
& seeds research labs, toxicology, bio technology &
bio safety labs, tissue culhure & fiber technology and
DH technology labs. agro chemical plants & research
labs of Tara Group are accredited under ISO/TEC
17025:2017, certified under ISO 9001:2015, Inter-
national Total Quality Management System ISQL
100QC, International Star Leadership in Quality Ee-
search Excellence, International IP Star Agri. Brand
of Palastan. After qualifying above mentioned accred-
1s producing over 150 brands of mternational quality
pesticides, micro-macro fertilizers & a large range of
top quality hi-tech seeds. In recognition of excellence
mn agr. technological mnovations, the contribution
of Dr. Khalid Hameed as a globally renowned agn.
scientist, was recognized with a mimber of excellence
awards conferred by top ranking international & na-
tional forums.

4- Excellent technological inmovations devel-
oped for the safety of environment/farmers & eco-
system climate resilient technologies for the protec-
tion of crops.

In recent past, Dr. Khalid Hameed has developed
& introduced emvironment & farmers fendly agn.
technologies as well as climate resilient innovative
ecosystem molecules for the protection of crops from
harmfinl effects of rapidly changing climate condi-
tions. His above mentoned remarkable ecosystem
fits relating to the safety of environment, farming &
awards.

5- International linkages to bring world’s latest
crop technology in the comntry.

It's a great contribution of Dr Khalid Hameed
by investing huge resources from his income to bring
world's best & latest crop technology in the country.
For this purpose he has signed a mumber of jomnt ven-
top MINC's of China, Turkey, Japan, Australia, USA,
technology of top quality pesticides, fertilizer prod-
ucts and hi-tech seeds technology for further develop-
mg Hybrid seeds of rice hybnid, corn and vegetables
hybrid seeds in local climatic conditions. Tara Rice
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Hybrid varieties having yield potential of 140-150
maunds per acre have become the leader amongst hy-
brid rice varieties in Palkistan. Tara Hybrid Corn and
Vegetables Hybrid Seeds, having better yield potential
than the imported seeds, are significantly increasing
per acre yields of the farmers throughout the country.

6~ Remarkable initiative for the revival and de-
velopment of valuable cotion crop.

In addition to above Dr. Khalid Hameed has also
taken imtiative for developing a number of pest resis-
tance and high yielding double and triple gene GMO
cotton seed varieties, which would bring revolution i
the revival and development of cotton crop by reduc-
ing production cost of the farmers and highly increas-
ing per acre yield of the most valuable cotton crop.
After inspecting the trials at Tara Research Farms, the
federal & provincial agriculture ministers, top agri. re-
search experts of the country and a large mumber of
progressive farmers from Punjab & Sindh provinces
have highly appreciated the strong resistance against
pest attacks, remarkable quality of lint & highest yield
potential of Tara Cotton Seeds Varieties.

Dr. Khalid Hameed has
developed & introduced
environment & farmers
friendly agri. technologies as
well as climate resilient
innovative ecosystem mole-
cules for the protection of crops
from harmful affects of rapidly
changing climate conditions

7- Tara Research Farms a hub of techmology
transfer and a unique seed breeding project in Pa-
Ikhistan.

Dr. Khalid Hameed has also made huge invest-
ment on 5 Tara Agn. Research Farms, established m
the different ecologies zones of the country. Most ad-
acquired from the international & national research
mstitutes, 15 successfully in progress to evolve and
develop seed strains of hybrids and OF varieties of
idly changing climate conditions and attacks of pests
& diseases. These research farms have also become a
hub of advanced crop technology transfer among the
progressive farmers and agniculture experts, who are
regularly inspecting research trials of major & minor
crops at Tara Agri. Research Farms duning rab &
khanf seasons. The latest crop technology of Tara Re-
search Farms is also being disseminated to the coun-
trywide farmers through hundreds of agn. graduates
deputed in all 4 provinces for enhancing the produc-
tivity and prosperity of the farming community with
socio economic development of the country as well.

8- Commendable contribution in overall growth
of agricnlture sector to strengthen socio-economic
development of the commniry.

Being a member of Agricultural Advisory Coun-
cils of Govt., Senior Vice Chairman Palastan Crop
Protection Association, Convener of Science & Tech-
nology Advisory Council of Lahore Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, Member of National Kisan
Awards Advisory Committee of Government of Pun-
jab, Executive Member of Seed Assodation of Pala-
stan & Pattern in Chief of Farmer's World Forum, he
is playing a remarkable role for the prosperity of the
farming commumnity and overall growth of agn. sector
by enhancing per acre yields with world's most ad-
vanced technologies. He s also encouraging the farm-
ers by regularly sponsoring National Farmers Awards
of the Govt. Punjab. In recogmition of record per acre
vield of major & minor crops, he is also patronizing
prizes of fractors, motorcycles, tickets of Umrah, agni.
implements, TV & mobile sets, being presented to the
farmers in National & Regional Farmers Conventions
of his Companies. It's a tremendous initiative of Dr.
Ehalid Hameed to the cause of ensuring National
Food Security.
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9- Role in developing domestic agricnlture with
initiative to boost up the exports of agri produocts in
world market.
panies of Tara Group carrying different products
portfolio and to cater different market segments. Phe-
nomenal growth of instantly elevated it amongst top
companies of agrochemmical mdustry of Palastan and
it further eyes to become the largest and premier com-
pany of Palkistan in Agrochemical Industry, in years
to come. The six leading companies of Tara Group
are highest tax payer companies in agro chemical
mdustry of Palastan. These companies under the
leadership of Dr. Khalid Hameed are playing pivotal
role for the prosperity of farming commumity & na-
tional development at large. Besides developing do-
mestic agriculture, Dr. Khalid Hameed also aims to
expand TARA Group beyond boundarnies under the
Vision-2025 and intends to set its footprints to other
continents of Afiica, Asia, Middle East and Europe.
Tara Group 15 keenly taling mitiatives to find export
ed agn. commodities in the World market for earming
maximum foreign exchange to strengthen the Nation-
al econommy.

10- Contribution as a recognized CSR leader

Being a recognized CSR. Leader, Dr. Khalid Ha-
meed is taling commendable inthatives for Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility: a). For enhancing farm-
er's productivity with world’s best crops technology,
being disseminated to the farmers, through National
& Regional Kisan Conventions and practical traimng
program at the field of farmers. B). In order to en-
sure National Food Security, Dr. Khalid Hameed is
record yield of major & minor crops with prizes of
tractors, motorcycles, tickets Of Umrah, agri imple-
ments, TC/mobile sets etc. c). He is also generously
donating funds for educational scholarship of rural
commumnity's students, studying in Agrniculture Uns-
versities and at Free Education University of Akhu-
wat Foundation). To encourage new talent of youth
he 15 also sponsoning sports events of Inter University
Cricket Championship, Agro Super League between
cricket teams of Agr. Sector, International Kabaddi
And Karate Tournament as well as sponsorship of
Rural Sports. €). In addition to that he is also donating
sizeable quantity of Pesticides with spray machines to
the concerned departments of Govt. Punjab & Sindh,
for controlling most dangerous dengue/kangu virus &
locust attacks for the humanity welfare at large. Dr
Khalid Hameed's contribution as CSRE. Leader has
also been recognized at International & National level
with a mimber of CSR. Leader Awards.

1- Unique pride of 50 Excellence Awards in-
cinding 5 top ranking award from the President of
Pakistan.

In recognition of remarkable contribution in so-
cio economic development of the country & mer-
itorious services rendered for the prosperity of
farming community, Dr. Khalid Hameed during
last 5 years has been honoured with more than 50
international & fop national excellence awards.
The worth mentioning are 5 top ranking Awards
afrom the honorable President of Palistan, which
is a rare pride of Dr. Khalid Hameed in Agriculture
and Corporate Sectors of Pakistan. Prior to that he
recerved Best Achievement Award of innovative
Agn. Research from the Prime Minister of Pali-
stan, Visionary Leader Award in Agri. Sector hon-
oured by the Governor Punjab and the Chairman
Chiefs of Armed Forces Committee, a number of
Excellence Awards from the President and Prime
Minister of Azad Kashmir, Governors & Federal
Ministers along with 11 International Star Leader-
ship in Quality Research Excellence Awards from
renowned European Union Forums, leading Chi-
nese, UK and USA based Organizations. Recently
he has also been honoured with Top Agri. Brand
Award of the Year, International IP Star Brand of
Pakistan Award, Top CEO of the Year and Top Ag-
riculture Scientist of Pakistan Awards, which is in-
deed a unique achievement of Dr. Khalid Hameed
as a globally recognized Leader in Quality Agn.
Research Excellence. »
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(Chinese firm offers
$1.5billion for Pakistan

Steel Mills

The committee was briefed on the visit of officials from the
Chinese state-owned company Boa Steel to the Pakistan Steel
Mills and their interest in investing in the project

he government has received an offer of a

$1.5 billion investment in Pakistan Steel

Mills, sources said quoting a private TV

channel. “It has been decided to privatize
the Steel Mills in the third quarter of the current fis-
cal year that 15 2022-23", sources said.

In the preliminary phase, four firms were
pre-qualified for the privatization of Palastan Steel.
Chinese state-owned company, Boa Steel, showed
expressed mterest in purchasing the shares of Pala-
stan Steel Mills. International investor firms visited
Steel Mills after their pre-qualification for bidding.

Sources privy to the matter said that after privat-
1zation, the balance sheet of the Steel Mills would
be cleared and its losses transferred to another com-
pany. According to sources, the production of Steel
Mills will reach one million tons in the first year after
privatization, which will increase to two million tons
in the second year and three million tons in the third
year.

It is worth mentioning that the Chairman Privat-
ization Commuission had presented a plan to revive
Palastan Steel Mills before a Cabinet body headed
by Finance Minister Miftah Ismail in June this year.

The Chairman presented the roadmap for the re-
vival of Steel Mills and recommended that the resto-
ration of the Mills can be achieved only with the help
of foreign mvestment.

“The commercial leasing of the 1229 acres of
land owned by Steel Mills and a jetty is also part of
the restoration plan.”

“Modern technology could also be transferred to
Palastan during the revival process along with mulfi-
ple job openings,” the Chairman recommended.

The committee was briefed on the visit of offi-
cials from the Chinese state-owned company Boa
Steel to the Pakistan Steel Mills and their interest in
mvesting in the project.
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In May, the government had finalised three Chi-
nese companies as pre-qualified bidders to compete
for winning stakes of up to 74 per cent in loss-malk-
ing Pakistan Steel Mills Corporation (PSMC) and
revive the largest non-functional industrial unit of
the country.

Federal Minister for Privatisation Mir AbidFHus-
which were also attended by Chairman Privatization
Saleem Ahmad, Federal Secretary, senior officials
and financial advisors. The three Chinese pre-qual-
ified bidders were Bao Steel
Group Xinjiang Bayi Iron &
Steel Co. Ltd, (China), Tang-
shan Donghua Iron and Steel
Enterprise Group Co. Ltd
(China), and Maanshan Iron
and Steel Co. Ltd.

The government has al-
ready appointed two firms,
mcloding Pak-China Imvest- |
mth{:rmpaﬂyandBankof
China International Co. Ltd,

§.':F‘ ¢

[

‘ﬁ'lutuatsur Commissioal 'R/ - me]
of Pakistan | J
as joint advisers for the trans- : a |

action. The Minister said that
the government of Pakistan is keen to share with our
time-tested Chinese friends the advantages accruing
from the strategic position of Pakistan. The pre-qual-
ified parties for bidding are among the leading global
mamifacturers and Pakistan 15 offering them access
to a huge market of steel with potential for exports
across the globe. The Federal Minister said: “The
biggest advantage for the potential bidder would be
the encumbrances-free entity as the company (Steel
Corp) has been insulated from all legacy issues, in-
cluding financial and HR liabilities.”

In the meeting, the Federal Minister, Chairman,
Secretary and financial advisers responded to the

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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quenies/enquiries from the pre-qualified bidders.
tential timeline for the approval of the Scheme of
Arrangement (SOA) (that is included in the transac-
tion structure of PSMC), valuation procedure, and
likely dilution of the government of Palistan shares,
utility connections, and use of jetty and land lease
agreements.

After the pre-qualification of bidders, the ‘buy-
er-side due diligence’ was inithated by granting ac-
cess to Virtual Data Room (VDR) in March 2022, A
request was also made for the technical profession-
als of each pre-qualified bidder to visit PSMC for
inspection/assessment of the steel plant, jetty, etc.
Presently, buy-side due diligence is ongoing, howev-
er, confirmation of the site visit is shll awaited.

AbidHussainBhayo further said that the govern-
ment’s investment policy provides both domestic and
foreign investors the same incentives, concessions,
is an ideal place for foreign investment and we are
much keen to provide an investor-friendly regime as

ECONOMY |

Four firms were pre-qualified
for the privatization of Pakistan
Steel. Chinese state-owned com-
pany, Boa Steel, showed
expressed interest in purchasing
shares of Pakistan Steel Mills.
International investor firms
visited the Steel Mills after their
pre-qualification for bidding

we believe in ease of doing business. He committed
to providing maximum facilities to the mvestors and
welcomed the site visit of PSM by the pre-qualified
badders.

Chairman PrvatisatonSaleemAhmed com-
mented that the revival of Pakistan Steel Mills is
vital for Pakistan's economic growth. Our proposed
plan not only envisages foreign direct investment and
employment generation but also aims at creating the
productive capacity necessary to sustain domestic
infrastructure development with access to steel slat-
ed for export from Pakistan's strategic geo-location.

Later, AbidHussainBhayo and Minister for In-
dustries and Production Syed Murtaza Mahmud
jointly chaired another meeting on reviewing the
progress of the revival of Palistan Steel Mills. The
meeting discussed corporate matters which have to
be resolved in collaboration with the Ministry of
Industries, Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Paki-
stan Steel Mills Corporation. Federal Minister for
Industries and Production said that the corporate
matters for the completion of
the transaction would be re-
solved on a priority basis with
the active engagement of all
stakeholders. It may be noted
that Steel Mills had booked
accumulated losses of over
'Y in Liabilities from July 2018 to
"% December 2020.

Higher-ups in the govern-
® = ment are of the view that the
'Eﬁ‘-’dm privatization of Pakistan Steel

Mills is vital for Pakistan's
economic growth.

It is expected that PSMC’s balance sheet will be
cleared and its losses will be transferred to another
company after the transaction is complete. Also,
after privatization, the corporation’s Steel Mills pro-
duction has been estimated at one million tons in the
first year, two million tons in the second year, and
three million tons in the third year.

In 2006, the Pakistan Steel Mills privatization
fetched the highest bids for 759 stakes of $ 362 mil-
lion from a consortium of local and foreign inves-
tors. Supreme Court letter declared the process null
and void. =
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Solar energy best
to end power
Crisis, save money,
environment

- \ .'._. i Tmila WL T

rrrrrrrr

Solar energy is an abundant resource in Pakistan available
for generating electricity. Solar power generates electricity
without harming the environment. Production of energy
through solar systems also does not cause greenhouse gas
effects or carbon emissions. The pace of climate change also
decreases while environmental protection is also secured by

generating solar energy

akistan is a paramount country for solar

energy for it has a number of cities with

extremely hot temperatures, which pro-

vide the highest penetration of sunlight.
Solar energy in Pakistan is deemed to be an alter-
native source of energy for economic prosperity.
Solar energy is an abundant resource in Palistan
available for generating electricity. Solar power
generates electricity without harming the environ-
ment. Production of energy through solar systems
also does not canse greenhouse gas effects or car-
bon emissions. The pace of climate change also de-
creases while environmental protection is secured
by generating solar energy.

Solar energy in Pakistan has a positive impact
on residential areas, as well as on the corporate sec-
tor. The dwellers of several residential societies en-
joy saving on electric utility bills by accessing solar
panels. The residents install solar panels to supply
power to their household appliances, which cuts
down the burden on the national grids and results
in reducing the shortfall of electricity in the coun-
try. Though the installation cost of solar panels is
high, and damage to the rooftop from the installa-
tion of the panels may lead to leakages yet the huge
benefits of solar power in terms of saving and gen-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

eration of clean energy to power the homes cannot
be discounted.

The domestic residents are able to access solar
energy by the installation of photovoltaic panels
on their rooftops. The solar power cells used on the
photovoltaic panels consist of the positive or the
negative field. They consist of the photons, and the
silicon absorbs photons. Once the photons become
free as electrons, they pass through the electric
wires as electricity to power the appliances.

The industrial sector of Pakistan can rely on the
usage of solar panels for generating heat for sever-
al industrial purposes such as the production, and
processing of chemicals, minerals and foods, oil
recovery and processing of minerals. Owing to the
problem of shortfall of electricity, especially during
the summers, solar panels can aid in improving en-
ergy access for industries. It can lead to enhanced
production and employment opportunities for in-
dividuals. Tt can further strengthen the economy
by raising the per capita income, and accelerating
the export potential, thereby improving the trade
balance and adding to the foreign reserves of the
country.

The present government has launched a com-
prehensive National Solar Policy for the provision
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of environmentally friendly low-cost solar energy to
address the nation's energy crisis. These initiatives
need to be pursued with consistency, sheer deter-
mination and efforts to tap the best usage of solar
power in the country. The facility of net metering
should be extensively provided to the consumers in
the country for availing the green way of electric-
ity generation. Solar power is regarded as mmport-
ant in making the country self-reliant in the field
of energy which in turn will also address the issue
of power thefts besides reducing circular debts and
Solar energy is useful in different industrial op-
erations whereby solar energy heats the oil. The oil
15 used to produce steam, and the steam operates
the machinery, mechanical cycles and turbines for
the production of electricity. It further powers the
machinery to be directed for indusirial purposes.
Though the solar panels used in the industries re-
duce electricity bills, the cost of production using
the solar panels in the industries is high, and its
installation 1s fime-consuming. Solar energy equip-
ment is usually imported from China, which is cost-
ly. It does not offer after-sales services of warranties
or guarantees due to the fact that the Chinese solar
companies do not have a local presence.

Aiyza Javaid

The present government has
launched a comprehensive
National Solar Policy for the
provision of environmental-
ly friendly and low-cost solar
energy to address the nation’s
energy crisis. The initiatives
taken in this regard need to be
pursued with consistency, sheer
determination and efforts to tap
the best usage of solar power
in the country

Nonetheless, there exists a massive potential for
the implementation of solar energy in Pakistan as
for nearly 10 hours each day, the average solar ra-
diation intensity ranges from 1500 watts per square
meter to 2750 watts per square meter. This is par-
ticularly predominant in areas of southern Punjab,
Sindh and Baluchistan throughout the year. Near-
Iy 45 to 83 megawatts of power each month can
be generated in the regions specified above. The
above-mentioned benefits recerved from the gener-
ation of solar energy for domestic, and industrial
mentation of solar panels in Palkistan. There is a
dire need to seek maximum tfechnical assistance
from the government authorities to overcome the
technical issues relevant to the implementation of
solar energy.

Palkistani governments to date have commis-
sioned six solar power projects with a cumulative
capacity of 430 MW to supply electricity to the na-
tional grids. These are mainly in Kashmir, Punjab,
Sindh and Balochistan. The Quaid-e-Azam Solar
Park in the desert area of LalSohanra in Cholistan,
Bahawalpur, has one of the largest solar plants in
the country with a capacity to produce 100 MW
peak in a covered area of 500 acres.

Since the power crisis in Pakistan doesn't seem
to abate any time in the near future, solar power
does present itself as one of the most practical solu-
tions. It is only by expanding its power mix that
Palaistan can tackle this looming problem that con-
tinues to gnaw at the socio-economic development
of the country.

Meanwhile, the power tariff is set to go upward
for the industry as well as households therefore, so-
lar power is the best choice. Plus, the plans to ad-
dress the power shortfall are vague at best, leaving
businesses clueless on how to maintain competi-
tiveness and stay afloat in these uncertain economic
times. m
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he Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has
launched a robot for reciting the Quran,
sermons, and the call to prayer (Azaan)
at the Grand Mosque in Makkah.

The recitations, sermons, and Azaan robots
will feature at the Grand Mosque in Makkah
through the work of the imam and muezzin affairs
authority.

The smart robots will display barcodes enabling
users to download services on smartphones. Alter-
natively, users can press commands on the robots
to access information on prayers, imams, mMuez-
zins, and weekly schedules, including the names
of clerics delivering Friday sermons.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has launched a
robot for reciting the Quran, sermons, and the call
to prayer (Azaan) at the Grand Mosque in Mak-
kah

The recitations, sermons, and Azaan robots
will feature at the Grand Mosque in Makkah
through the work of the imam and muezzin affairs
authority, Arab News reported.

The launch of the robots by the presidency is
part of a senies of smart technology projects ded-
icated to the Two Holy Mosques to provide im-
proved services to visitors.

Chief of the Presidency of the Two Holy
Mosques Sheikh Abdulrahman Al-Sudais said
that the launch is part of a “big strategic plan” to
implement the smart Haramain project, accord-
ing to Vision 2030 and the strategic 2024 plan of
the presidency to provide improved services to
visitors.

Chief of the Presidency of the
Two Holy Mosques Sheikh
Abdulrahman Al-Sudais said
that the launch is part of a “big
strategic plan” to implement the
smart Haramain project

Al-Sudais has launched other smart robots that
work without human intervention, including a
disinfectant and sterilization robot, Fatwa robot, a
smart disinfectant robot and a Holy Kaaba surface
cleaning robot.

The General Presidency for the affairs of the
Grand Holy Mosque and the Prophet’s Holy
Mosque offers several smart services and technol-
ogies for visitors of the Two Holy Mosques in a
bid to develop the level of services it offers for vis-
itors of the Grand Holy Mosque.

Smart technology, including a touchscreen ro-
bot, is being used to serve visitors, the Saudi Press
Agency reported.

There is the option of adding instant transla-
tion, remote communication with sheikhs, and
setting directives in different languages.

The General Presidency for the Affairs of the
Two Holy Mosques is using smart technology to
develop the level of services it offers.

The remote-controlled robot supports 11 lan-
guages including Arabic, English, French, Rus-
sian, Persian, Turkish, Chinese, Bengali and Hau-
sa.

It has a 21-inch touchscreen that can be used
to deal with visitors' issues of concern, such as
guiding and expressing an opinion, and a smart
stoppage system that allows it to move easily and
flexibly.

The Presidency offers the service of Magra’
Al-Haramayn, the Two Holy Mosques Reader,
which teaches the Qur'an to Muslims around the
world and to Grand Mosque visitors who want to
improve their recitation and receive certificates.

The education is remote, with transmission
from the Grand Mosque, and is available in six
languages including Arabic, English, Urdu, and
Hausa.

The Presidency has also launched the Smart
Qur'an, an e-device for those with visual disabili-
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Robots to deliver
sermons, Azaan,

Fatwa at Grand
Mosque in Makkah
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download services on smartphones. Alternatively, users can
press commands on the robots to access information on prayers,
imams, muezzins, and weekly schedules, including the names of
clerics delivering Friday sermons

ties so they can read the Qur'an in Braille.

Previously, the Saudi Arabian government had
introduced several Al innovations, especially in
Masjid al-Haram and Masjid an-Nabawi, to pro-
vide the best experience for pilgrims while visiting
the Two Holy Mosques.

Some of the sophisticated robots launched at
Masjid al-Haram, and Masjid an-Nabawi includes
sterilization and cleaning robots on the roof of the
Holy Kaaba, robots in charge of distributing Zam-
Zam water throughout the Holy Mosque without
touching them, to multilingual robots that can pro-
vide worship guidance to worshippers.

The authorities responsible for Islam’s holiest
sites have announced a new fleet of robots to assist
female worshippers.

The General Presidency for the Affairs of the
Grand Mosque and the Prophet’s Mosque said the
“smart guidance” robots will explain prayer rituals
and Islamic declarations known as fatwas in the
women’s sections of the Great Mosque of Mec-
ca and the Prophet's Mosque in Medina in Saudi
Arabia. They will also answer questions about the
holy sites and allow women to communicate with
scholars. The robots offer answers in 11 languag-
es including English, Turkish, Persian and Urdu

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK

as well as Arabic. The wheeled robots communi-
cate via touch screens, reads a Presidential press
release.

Every year, Muslims journey to Mecca for the
hajj pilgrimage to pray at the Great Mosque or
al-Masjid al-Haram, the holiest site in Islam. They
typically also travel to the city of Medina to pray
at the Prophet's Mosque or Al-Masjid an-Nabawi.
Islam commands Muslims to perform the hajj at
least once in their lifetimes. They also often visit
Mecca's holy sites at other times of the year what
is referred to as umrah. Men and women pray sep-
arately at both sites.

Saudi authorities unveiled the robots this
month to assist men and women pilgrims making
the umrah pilgrimage to Mecca, according to the
Saudi news outlet Arab News.

Robots are not new in the holy city of Mecca.
Last year, the little machines handed out water to
worshippers during the hajj.

The Saudi government is exploring robots for
non-religions purposes as well, and some Saudi
government entities such as the state-owned oil
company Aramco are investing in artificial intelli-
gence. In 2017, Saudi Arabia notoriously granted
citizenship to a female robot named Sophia. =
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ape use is gaining wide popularity in Pa-
‘ ; kistan and around the world. Most users
start vaping to quit smoking. Smoking
has always been a tragedy for 3rd world
countries like Pakistan. Tobacco smoking has been
causing loss to the treasury, health and spirit of
people in Pakistan for ages. There is an urgent
need to ban all accessories of vaping in Palistan
and start a countrywide crackdown against the
real enemies of the country who are promoting
this menace through illegal business.

The use of e-cigarettes is unsafe for kids, teens,
and growing adults. Most e-cigarettes contain nic-
otine. Nicotine is a highly addictive substance and
can harm adolescent brain development, which
contimies into the early to mid-20s. The latest
research revealed that vaping could cause a new
wave of cancer in ten years’ time. Researchers at
the Francis Crick Institute (FCT) said while vaping
was safer than smoking cigarettes yet its long-term
health risks were unclear. Around 3.6 million peo-
ple in Britain smoke e-cigarettes which were com-
monly used by ex-smokers to help them quit.

Professor Charles Swanton, the clinical scien-
tist at the FCI and chief clinician at Cancer Re-
search UK, said vaping poses a potential threat to
public health, reported The Independent.

“I don't think we can say vaping is necessarily
a safe option to quit smoking. It may be safer but
that doesn't mean it's safe,” he said.

“We don't know for certain that vaping won't
cause lung cancer ten years from now.”

Researchers at the FCI conducted studies to
understand why some of those diagnosed with
Iung cancer in the UK — around one in eight pa-
tients — are non-smokers, despite smoking being
one of the leading causes of the disease.

They used studies on humans and mice which
measured exposure to sooty pollution particles
in the air that can cause the growth of cancerous
cells in the lungs.

Their evidence suggests that the pathway that
causes tumours in non-smokers is different to
those caused by smoking, which is thought to trig-
ger a direct mutation of DMNA that can result in
cancer. Their findings suggest that irritants such
as air pollution cause inflammation, which is then
followed by a healing process that “wakes up”
dormant cells that can cause cancerous mutations.
Researchers worry that vaping may trigger the
Same Process.

Professor Swanton said: “The mechanism
we've identified could help us to find better ways
to prevent and treat lung cancer in never smokers.
If we can stop cells from growing in response to air
pollution, we can reduce the risk of lung cancer.,”

Dr William Hill, another researcher at the FCI,
said: “Finding ways to block or reduce inflamma-
tion caused by air pollution would go a long way
to reducing the risk of lung cancer in people who
have never smoked."”

However, there is a decent alternative to smok-
ing that is trending nowadays. It's called vaping or
e-cigarettes. They not only act as an alternative but
also help individuals to quit smoking in the longer
run. People are always inclined to try a new prod-
uct in the market or a new trend. Like many other
trends, different people in Pakistan are jumping
onto this bandwagon, too; in no time, vaping will
completely replace cigarettes.

It goes without saying that most vape consum-
ers are educated, people. They know the side ef-
fects of cigarettes that can be hazardous to their
health, so most of them are switching to vapes.
Let’s be clear. We all have seen at least one of our
uncles or family members have serious health con-
ditions due to smoking. The public no longer acts
as a puppet and gives in to false advertisements.
They've evolved. People are trying to find an al-
ternative that does not jeopardize their wallets or
Iungs! Another reason for the increasing frend in
vaping is its affordability. The reasonable cost pric-
es always attract the masses to try something new.
Vapes are easy to carry around and are provided
along with rechargeable batteries. Most of the
e-liquids used in vapes range from Rs 1500 to just
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Health experts
alarmed as vaping
trend rises among
Pakistan youth

N
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The use of e-cigarettes is unsafe for kids, teens, and growing
adults. Most e-cigarettes contain nicotine. Nicotine is a

highly addictive substance and can harm adolescent brain

development, which continues into the early to mid-20s

under Rs2500, lasting for many months.

With the increasing concern of the masses to-
wards their health, people are now more aware of
the side effects of every product they use. Tradi-
tional cigarettes are entitled to fill you up with a
specific amount of tobacco every time you inhale.

The latest research revealed
that Vaping could cause a new
wave of cancer in ten years’
time. Researchers at the Francis
Crick Institute (FCI) said while
vaping was safer than
smoking cigarettes, yet its long-
term health risks were unclear

Sometimes, you don't even know if it's that spe-
cific amount written on the packaging. It could be
more and worse!

That's where vapes come to the rescue. Users
can adjust the quantity intake of nicotine through
vaping. E-liquids are available in a wide variety of
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nicofine strengths. Mainly, they range from as low
as Omg of nicotine to as high as 36 mg of nicotine.

You can also choose to vape without any nic-
otine and get just the night dosage, per your lik-
ing. Last but not least, there is no lingering nasty
smell. People often feel disturbed and offended by
the overpowering smell of cigarettes, and in such
cases, vapes are prefty much an effective alterna-
tive. You could be vaping now and then, but there
would not be any odour that will cause discomfort
for you and other people around.

People tend to experiment with every new
product in the market. Whether it's good or bad,
they want to have a new experience. That's all that
matters nowadays. As cigarettes are becoming an
orthodox practice with only two of their tradition-
al flavours, vapes have been catching users' atten-
tion with their fun and exciting new flavours every
day.

They are available in so many flavours in the
market, including chocolate, vanilla, menthol, co-
conut, watermelon, grapefruit, etc. You could be
vaping or inhaling an ice cream. No difference!

Additionally, we recommend checking out this
article from BBC about how doctors are giving free
e-cigarettes to patients since NHS experts consider
them less harmful than traditional cigarettes. m
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ollowing the financial and food aid from

Arabia, Iran, Turkey, Qatar, UAE, Bahrain,

the Middle East, Russia, the USA and the
UNO, American President Joe Biden has stressed
the world to help Pakistan which 15 hit by the worst
floods and rains. In his speech at the United Nations
General Assembly, Biden said: “much of Pakistan is
under water ... and needs help.”

“We don't have much time left. We all know we
are already living in a climate crisis,” the US Presi-
dent said who also announced a $2.9bn fund for hu-
manitarian and food security assistance i the world
for this year. “Families are facing impossible choices,
choosing which child to feed, and wondering wheth-
er they will survive. This 15 the human cost of climate
change. And it's growing, not lessening,” Biden said
while referring to the situaﬁpn flood affectees are

facing m Palkistan. Pakistan is confronting the worst
humanitarian crisis after record rains and the melt-

ing of over 7000 glaciers due to global climate have
caused catastrophic floods, affecting 33 million of its
1,600 people, including more than 300 who died of
diseases caused by contaminated stagnant water. The
UN has warned of a health disaster looming large
in the worst-affected areas. Biden's remarks at the
UNGA came shortly after Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif urged the world to help the country
fight the disaster. Talang a step in the same direction,
President Biden called upon “major global creditors”
including the non-Paris Club countries to sincerely
negotiate a waiver of loans of lower-income coun-
tries to avert broader economic and political crisis
around the world”. He said that instead of infrastruc-
ture projects that “generate huge and large debt with-
out delivering on the promise advantages,” consider
other ways to help developing nations.

“Let's meet the enormous infrastructure needs
standard projects that protect the rights of workers
and the environment, the key to the needs of the
communities they serve, not to the contributor.”

Prime Minister Shehibaz Sharif thanked US Pres-
ident Joe Biden for his appeal to the international
community to help the flood-ravaged South Asian
nation.

“Thank you President Joe Biden for highlighting
the plight of the flood victims in Pakistan and urging
the world for an immediate response, as my country
1s facing the ravages of unprecedented floods,” Shanf
posted on Twitter. Officials in Pakistan, which is al-
ready straining under a financial crisis, estimate the
total loss caused by the floods at $30bn.

In his opening remarks at the UNGA, UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres, who visited Paki-
stan in September, urged the global leaders to con-
sider “debt reduction mechanisms” to help Pakistan.
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World leaders
willing to help
Pakistan against

catastrophic floods

who represents the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refigees, also visited the flood-hit areas in
Palastan's Sindh province.

“T have never seen anything like this,” the 47-year-
old actress said during a meeting at Palkistan's Na-

“This 15 a real wake-up call to the world. Climate
change is not only real but also very much here.”

Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf shared his con-
cerns about the aftermath of the floods with the
world leaders he met on the second day of his four-
day visit to New York to attend the 77th session of
the UN General Assembly. This included the man-
aging director of the International Monetary Fund
the Fund's “continued support™ for Pakistan’s efforts
to rebuild its economy.

Next was US Special Presidential Envoy on Cli-
mate John Kerry, where PM Shehbaz used the oppor-
tunity to convey Pakistan's “gratitude for immediate
US assistance in the wake of the devastating floods in
Pakistan,” said an official statement.

Special Envoy Kerry expressed solidarity with the
people and government of Pakistan and reaffirmed
the US administration’s contimied support in coping
with the floods. The United States, he said, was ready
to engage with Palastan in rebuilding a resilient infra-

Takmg a step in the same direction, President Biden called

upon “major global creditors”

including the non-Paris Club

countries to sincerely negotiate a waiver of loans of the lower-
income countries to avert broader economic and political

criges around the world

“These (mechanisms) could have saved lives and live-
lihoods in Pakistan, drowning not only in floodwater
but also in debt,” he said. Pakistan has to pay $1bn in
1ster earlier this week said the payment would “abso-
lutely” be met.

UN. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said
that the world owes impoverished Palistan “massive”
help in recovering from the summer's devastating
floods because the country

structure and would also support Islamabad’s effort
to avert such crises in future,

Later, World Bank Group President David Mal-
pass also called on Shehbaz Shanf in New York.
They discussed World Bank's ongoing engagement
with Pakistan to strengthen its infrastructure, agricul-
ture, rural and urban development, social service, and

economic growth.
MrMalpass stressed that

bears less blame than many
other nations for climate

In his speech at the United

Palastan must be priontised
for resilient reconstruction

change, which experts say Nations General Assembly, the throvugh the international

contributed to the deluge.

Inanews briefingin Is-  UUS Presgident said: “much of

lamabad, Julien Harneis,
UN resident and humani-
tarian coordinator for Pald-
stan, said a “second disaster

Pakistan is under water and
needs help”

community’s collective sup-
port. He also expressed the
World Bank's readiness to
support Pakistan in its re-
construction and rehabili-
tation endeavours and also

is looming in sight” i Pa-

Iastan, with health, mutrition and water being crit-
ical concerns. “A lot is being done but muich more
15 needed. This is bigger than us, the needs are co-
lossal,” he said, adding that the UN is working with
the Palastam government to revise its imtial appeal of
$160m to help the country. “Even though the pledges
have crossed $160m, we now realise that the original
appeal was not sufficient. We are working with the
government to revise the appeal in the coming weeks
considering the changing and growing needs,” he
said. Hollywood actress and activist Angelina Jolie,

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK

committed to repurposing
$850m immediately to help Pakistan with its flood
relief efforts. US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken
dlso met the premier, expressed sympathy for flood
victims and assured lum of the US commitment to
stand with Pakistan at this difficult time.

MrEorosi expressed his complete sympathy,
solidarity and cooperation with Pakistan, noting
that flood-related devastation was not of Pakistan's
making and it deserved the world's support. There
should be a global solution to a worldwide problem,
he said. m
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Aga Khan University Hospital
and Roche Diagnostics expand
their partnership to extend
access to innovative and quality

testing across Pakista

{ |

»

Through this strategic collaboration among the Aga Khan University Hospital, Roche Diagnostics,
and Sysmex, AKUH will be able to cater to the needs and enhance the capacity of its labs, not
just in the main cities, but also in the remote areas of the country

it 15 mfections diseases or
W c : alm
part of the value of diagnostics infor-

mation lies in prevention, early de-

tection and management. In vitro diagnostic (IVD)
testing provides critical information from prognosis
and screening to disease progression and treatment
pathways, enabling healthcare providers to make the
best decisions on expected courses of action — with

For example, early and accurate diagnosis can
help identify changes in the body even before the
disease occurs, buying clinicians time to make opti-
mal freatment choices for patients. Ongoing patient
monitoring helps physicians measure freatment ef-
fectiveness, potentially preventing or slowing disease
progression.

As a developing country with 3% of its GDP al-
located for total health expenditures, Pakistan faces
many hurdles to maintain a proper healthcare sys-
tem with effective and efficient testing and treatment
capabilities. These challenges were exacerbated by
the pandemic. The fact is, laboratory investigations
are essential- not just for Covid-19 — but also for
monitoring, ruling in/out other concomitant infec-

However, while diagnostics is critical to stem-
ming the economic and societal costs of illnesses,
access to quality testing remains a challenge. Al-
though the government has invested to provide pni-
mary health centers within reasonable reach of most
of the population, Pakistan still ranks 154 among
195 countries in terms of accessibility and quality
of healthcare.

The need of the hour is to mmprove the effec-
tiveness and efficiency of our healthcare system so
that we can deal with a larger patient load, increase
testing capabilities, and have the resources to treat
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patients accordingly. In this regard, the Aga Khan
University Hospital has partnered with Roche Di-
agnostics and Sysmex to improve patient access to
quality diagnostics and enhance testing capacity
across Palastan.

As part of this parinership, an agreement has
been signed to install a new fully Automated Lab-
oratory system in the Main Lab and 14 outreach
centers of the Aga Khan University Hospital across
Palaistan.

Connected with Roche’s cobas IT infinity solu-
tions, these latest, state-of-the art high throughput
automated systems are designed to give laboratories
full and transparent control over their operational
processes, whether at single or multi-site operations.
Aga Khan University Hospital, Roche Diagnostics,
and Sysmex, AKUH will be able to cater to the
needs and enhance the capacity of its labs, not just
in the main cities, but also in the remote areas of the
country.

This agreement builds on Aga Khan University
Hospital's historic collaboration with Roche Diag-
nostics Palastan. It also marks a significant mule-
stone in evolving laboratory diagnostic workflows
intervention in clinical laboratories to reduce errors,
improve efficiency and enable faster test results to the
patients.

Spealking at the ceremony, Dr. Sulaiman Sha-
habuddin, President AKU, congratulated and laud-
ed the efforts of all the teams involved in achueving
this milestone agreement. “All of us are playing an
integral part in shaping the national health system,”
said Dr. Shahabuddin, adding that cross-collabora-
tion between different stakeholders is key in scaling
up and reshaping lives through the provision of qual-
ity healthcare.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

agnostics and Sysmex, Shagufta Hassan, CFO and
VP of Finance, AKU, expressed her gratitude and
thanked all the stakeholders involved for all their
of the Aga Khan University Hospital and its Out-
reach Health Network, she said, “AKU is Pakistan's
first academic medical centre to receive the pres-
tigious Joint Commission International (JCI) and
College of Amencan Pathologists CAP accredita-
tion. I am thankfil to our teams working on the front
lines, and providing access to quality healthcare to
muillions across Palastan.”

Recognizing the immense contribution of AKUH
towards setting high quality standards of healthcare
excellence, Abdul Qayyum, Country Manager,
Roche Thagnostics Pakistan said, “Expanding ac-
cess to health services 15 an important step towards
reducing health disparities. I must commend AKUH
for their unwavering commitment to improve health-
care delivery where it truly matters most. I am proud
of our long association with AKUH and look for-
ward to joinfly expanding testing capabilities beyond
main cities to reach more patients across Pakistan.
of shaping healthcare and improving patient lives.”

“Healthcare excellence works with partners to
spread inmovations and build capability so that ev-
eryone has safe and high-quality health care. Togeth-
er we are spreading innovations that equitably deliv-
er care where people live and when they need it.”
shared Rizwan Feroz, Director 5. Ejazuddin & Co.,
official distributors of Sysmex in Pakistan.

This momentous partnership will go a long way
in strengthening diagnostic capacity, increasing
patient access to high quality laboratory tests and
supporting faster, more cost-effective treatment out-
comes to improve patient care across Pakistan. m

| SEPTEMBER 15 - OCTOBER 15, 2022

0Ss +-dO01

SALNNIN

O
=
- o
m
=
=
m
s
Q
X
-

00¢

SALNNIN ZZYT

*
e

00T




05 8901

SALNNIN

O
=t
-
m
=
i
m
s
2]
e
=

a2 00E

9%k
b Il-i&m

[EaTE Ooz -S

Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

REVIEW |

FLARE REPORT

vivo Y Series offers stylish and
budget-friendly smartphones
for youngsters

Every vivo smartphone is made with the most advanced technologies and improves the user

g

experience through pure performance. Talking about the vivo Y series, it mainly focuses on
giving users a premium experience at a competitive price

o meet the changing needs of its custom-
ers, the youth-favorite smartphone brand,
vivo always strives to bring new and styl-
ish smartphones. Youngsters today are ac-
customed to using various forms of technology in
all facets of their everyday lives because they grew
up surrounded by it. With its cutting-edge smart-
rhone innovations and camera technologies, the
company has solidified its position in the industry.
Every vivo smartphone is made with the most
advanced technologies and improves the user expe-
rience through pure performance. Talking about the
vivo Y series, it mainly focuses on giving users a
premium experience at a competitive price.
The vivo Y55 and Y15C are the perfect smart-
must not resist saying that vivo Y series smart-
phones are a complete package of cool design and

The Y Series of vivo is specifically created with
young people’s smartphone needs in mind. Each
smartphone in this series has been designed and
refined based on the feedback provided by young
COMNSUMETS.

To begin with, the vivo Y55 has already ex-
ceeded the standards set by Pakistam users. It has
become one of the nation's most popular phones
for young people. The device offers an impressive
combination of features, design, and performance
them to easily carry out various jobs with varying
levels of focus.

vivo Y55 smartphone comes with fantastic
camera functions! It has an outstanding 50MP HD
rear camera, which produces clear and flawless
photographs, giving users a professional-level pho-
tographic experience. While the rear cameras have
50MP + 2MP (Bokeh) + 2MP (macro) features, the
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front 16MP camera also stuns users with its Aura
Screen Light and Super Night screen modes.

The phone is equipped with the Qualcomm
Snapdragon 680 6nm, a powerful processor capable
enough to support heavy load tasks on the phone
for extended periods of time without a lag. vivo
Y55 has 8GB+4GB Extended RAM and 6.44-inch
FHD+ AMOLED screen, and an in-display finger-
print scanner.

The Y Series of vivo is
specifically created with young
people’s smartphone needs in
mind. Each smartphone in this

series has been designed and
refined based on the feedback
provided by young consumers

A phone's battery life is their primary worry
because most young smartphone users have fran-
tic and stressfully lengthy days. To address this, the
vivo Y55's 44W FlashCharge enables the phone to

Another vivo Y series smartphone, the vivo
Y15C, is a testament to this as it sets the benchmark
with a flawless fusion of cutting-edge technology
and powerful performance. It has also garnered
a lot of buzz for all the right reasons. It features
a 6.51-inch Halo FullView™ Display with HD+
(1600x720) resolution, which offers a wide and im-
mersive viewing experience for binge-watching and
gaming.

It features a sophisticated 3D shm design that
easily infegrates thoughtful design elements and
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enhances the style quotient. vivo’s Y15C boasts a
5000mAh battery that ensures plenty of life every
day. Every detail will stand out with a 13MP main
camera on the back, producing photos with excep-

Furthermore, the 2MP Super Macro Camera
enables users to explore tiny, fascinating worlds fll
of treasures right in front of their eyes. The smart-
phone also comes equipped with the Aura Screen
Light, which provides a fill light effect in real-time
and automatically adjusts to the ambient cool and
warm light, preventing uneven skin tones brought
on by inappropriate lighting.

Owerall, the Y series’ performance, design, cam-
era, and battery are top-notch. vivo has consistently
shown itself to be a youthful, inventive brand sensi-

tive to its customers' changing needs. Therefore, vi-
wo's Y series has been created as the go-to option for
millennials who are constantly on the move. vivo
is known as a specialist in creating technology that
enhances and simplifies life due to its outstanding
performance that is difficult to compete with.

For more information, please visit vivo's official
website: https:/ /www vivo.com/pk/products
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ore than half of the $5 billion Ro-
shan Digital Account (RDA) in-
flows during the last two years came

through Islamic banking accounts,
which shows the burgeoning growth of the Islamic
banking industry in Pakistan.

The RDA received more than $5 billion dollars
through 456,732 accounts of overseas Palastani
from 175 countries within two years of its launch.

Deputy Governor of SBP Dr. Murtaza Syed said
that more than half of Roshan Digital Accounts had
been opened in Islamic banks and 50% of the $3.18
billion investment was made in the Islamic Naya Pa-
Instan Certificates. RDA was launched by SBP in
September 2020. The scheme received rapid popu-
larity among overseas Palistanis.

A government-backed digital account facility is
being offered by Pakistan's retail banking sector to
cater to the needs of Islamic consumer financing of
Palastani expatriates. The scheme provides expatri-
ates with the opportunity to acquire property and
motor vehicles in their home country while living
abroad. “In recognition of overseas Pakistanis’ pref-
erence for the Islamic version of Roshan Digital Ac-
counts, SBP hopes that more expatriate Palkistanis
out of the mine million will take advantage of RDA
and its various features in the future,” said Dr. Mur-
taza Syed.

Dr. Murtaza Syed said that RDA gained global
recognition as brother country Turkey worked with
the SBP team to implement its own version of the
programme. The SBP is planning to enhance the
menu of services under the scheme. The central
bank wants to introduce insurance products, Takaf-
ul, pension plans and services for non-resident Paki-
stanis, who have more than 50% ownership of local
entities, to open their accounts in both local curren-
cies as well as foreign currency.

It is difficult for Pakistanis living abroad to find
Islamic products for investments in foreign coun-
tries, even though there are a limited number of op-
tions, said Meezan Bank President, Irfan Siddiquu.

Anpther factor confributing to the outflows is
inflation. A spike in inflation is causing people to
tap their savings to make both ends meet. Only $800
million were repatriated during the previous 23
months, according to the SBP. The RDA scheme,
which was launched in September 2020 to give the
expatriates access to the local financial market, is
becoming increasingly popular among Pakistanis
living abroad in all parts of the world. The govern-
ment received more RDA inflows than it did from
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout
package and friendly states, which 15 a welcome fea-
ture of the scheme. Following the completion of the
combined seventh and eighth reviews of the Extend-
ed Fund Facility last week, the IMF released $1.16
billion to Pakistan, bringing the programme’s total
receipts to $3.9 billion.

As of Aungust 26, the foreign reserves held by
the SBP fell to $7.7 billion—enough to cover a little
more than a month of imports. However, the IMF's
latest disbursement was expected to help improve the
reserves. According to IMF estimates, the gross ex-
$31 billion, while available financing was projected
at $33 billion as against SBP's target of $37 billion
for the same year.

Besides, investing in certificates and the stock
market, RDA provides a very good option to over-
seas Palastanis for purchasing property under its
feature Roshan ApnaGhar as overseas Pakistanis are
helping their relatives in Pakistan to purchase a prop-
erty easily, according to bankers.

Overseas Pakistanis get huge gains in foreign
exchange, while they purchase property in Pakistan
for themselves or their relatives through RDA Ap-
naGhar. The value of the property also appreciates
with the passage of time. This is a magnificent return
on investment for expatniate Palastanis. Similarly, the
value of cars appreciates in Pakistan after a few years
rather than depreciating. Hence RDA Apna Car 15
not only a facility but a means of handsome invest-
ment also. The overseas Pakistanis can support the
flood-affected Pakistan in challenging times which
can be done rapidly through donations using RDA
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Roshan Digital
Accounts fetch huge
forex in two years

A government-backed digital account facility is being offered by
Pakistan’s retail banking sector to cater to the needs of Islamic
consumer financing of Pakistani expatriates. The scheme
provides expatriates with the opportunity to acquire property
and motor vehicles in their home country while living abroad

services. The SBP is working to infroduce Roshan
Business Account in near future in order to provide
enhanced facilities to overseas Pakistanis for doing
business and investing in Pakistan. The banking reg-
ulator is also working to launch products such as
pension, insurance, and Takaful under RDA.

The RDA offers expatriates attractive profit rates
on conventional and Shana-complaint NPCs. Bank-
ers expect the number of RDAs to reach 0.5 million
to 1 million, mcluding its inflows; surging to nearly
$10 billion next year.

Meanwhile a one-day faculty seminar on “Is-
lamic Fmance in the Present Era: Challenges and
Prospects” was held at Allama Igbal Open Univer-
sity, which was hosted by the Faculty of Arabic and

the interest-free financial system in Islamic banking
and shared his practical experiences in America.

He said that the aim of Islamic banking is not
just to eliminate interest, but it is a complete eco-
nomic system, and the western world 1s taking a
deep interest in it.

Dean Faculty of Arabic and Islamic Studies,
Prof. DrMohiuddin Hashmi said that such activities
have become indispensable for the development of
the Islamic financial system in the country.

He said the seminar purported to highlight van-
ous aspects of Islamic banking and set the course of
action for the future.

Dr. Muhyuddin Hashmi further said that in or-
der to provide information to the people regarding

Islamic Studies.

This seminar was | he RDA received more than

chaired by Prof. DiMo-

lamic Studies while Dr
EhabElShami, Chancellor,
American International
Theism University Flonda,
USA was the guest speaker

$5 billion dollars through
Faculty of Arabic and Is 456,732 accounts of overseas
Pakistani from 175 countries
within two years of its launch

various topics and issues,
the Vice-Chancellor, Pro-
fessor Dr Zia Ul- Qayyum
has started organizing
seminars, conferences, and
symposiums in the univer-
sity and this faculty semi-
nar is a part of this series.
Dr. EhabElshami pre-
sented a gold medal to the

at the seminar. The speakers pointed out that the
recent global financial crisis has provided an oppor-
tunity for Islamic finance to gain a foothold in the
global mariket.

Dr. EhabElshami highlighted various aspects of
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Dean Faculty of Arabic and Islamic Studies, Pro-
fessor Dr. Mohiuddin Hashmi, and Dr. Ghulam
Shams ur Rahman for their academic services re-
garding the Islamic economics of the United States
and for organizing seminars in this respect. m
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New rules to
standardise
broadband services

of high quality

PTA issued revised Fixed Broadband Regulations after due
consultation with all the stakeholders. The aim is to better

gauge the services agreed upon by the service providers with
the end users. The regulations included aspects such as fixed
broadband internet speeds for download data throughout
should be at least 4Mbps (up from 256 kbps) and 2Mbps
upload. As much as 80% of the advertised download speeds
should be available at all times to the end users

akistan Telecommunication Awuthority

(PTA) has reviewed the existing Broad-

band Quality of Service Regulations,

2014 and has issued revised Fixed Broad-
band Regulations after due consultation with all
the stakeholders. The new Regulations will be
known as “Fixed Broadband Quality of Service
(QoS) Regulations, 2022.”

As per PTA, these regulations have been up-
dated keeping in view existing and emerging fixed
broadband technologies including xDSL (Digi-
tal Subscriber Line), Cable Broadband (DOCSIS
3.x) Fixed Wireless, Fiber to the Home (FTTH)/
GPON, Satellite Broadband, etc.

The regulations included aspects such as fixed
broadband infernet speeds for download data
throughout should be at least 4Mbps (up from 256
kbps) and 2Mbps upload. As much as 80% of the
adwvertised download speeds should be available at
all times to the end users.

Moreover, PTA will not only conduct Qo5 Sur-
veys and test the quality of services being provid-
ed to consumers, but also implement and execute
the recurring National Broadband Measurement

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Program (NBM). For this purpose, pre-configured
devices will be placed with the groups of volun-
teers and line performance will be measured all the
time. The results will be available at dedicated serv-
ers placed in designated places as decided by the
Authority. Such testing can either be undertaken
by authorized PTA officers or through a designated
agency hired for the purpose.

Based on technological advancements in fixed
broadband networks, more stringent thresholds
have been set for existing Key Performance Indica-
tors (KPIs) (e.g. Latency, Packet Loss, Jitter, etc.).

Furthermore, a new set of KPIs has been in-
troduced, including Voice over IP (VoIP) services,
‘Web Page Loading Time, and Bandwidth Utiliza-
tion.

A special emphasis has been placed on the im-
plementation of the concept of “Net Neutrality”
Broadband Service Providers (BSPs) to treat all in-
ternet communications equally and avoid slowing
or throttling Internet speeds to delay/block appli-
cations, websites, or any other content on the In-
ternet.

Now network providers will transport all ser-
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vices on an equal basis regardless of their types.
PTA 15 committed to providing consumers with
high-quality services as well as promoting rapid
technological advancements in the country.

Before it, PTA had carried out an independent
Quality of Service (QoS) Survey in 14 cities of
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan to
measure the performance and quality of cellular
mobile operators’ (CMOs) services being provided
to their customers.

Dunng the survey, KPIs enlisted in the Next
Generation Mobile Service (INGMS) license and
Cellular Mobile Network Quality of Service (QoS)
Regulations 2021, were checked using the state-of-
the-art automated QoS Monitoring & Benchmark-
ing Tool. The checked KFPIs pertained to voice,
network coverage, SMS and mobile broadband/
data services. The drive test teams selected survey
routes in such a manner to cover main roads, ser-
vice roads and a majority of sectors/colonies in the
surveyed areas. Based upon the compliance level
of each KPI against the threshold defined in the
respective licences and QoS Regulations, CMOs
have been ranked between 1st to 4th position in
Mobile Network Coverage and Voice Services as

For this purpose, pre-configured
devices will be placed with the
groups of volunteers and line
performance will be measured
all the time. The results will be
available at dedicated servers

placed in designated places as
decided by the Authority

per compliance level in surveyed cities. Similarly,
in the Mobile Broadband Speed segment, the rank-
ing has been done for the highest data download
and upload speed, network latency and webpage
loading time.

The survey results revealed that CMOs are
compliant to upload and download speed to a great
extent, while network latency and webpage load-
ing time was found below the threshold. Similarly,
SMS and voice KPIs have also been found below
the licensed threshold in some areas. Eventually,
necessary instructions have been issued to the op-
erators for taking corrective measures to ensure
improvement in the service quality up to the stan-
dards.

The service quality monitoring activity is being
carried out by PTA field teams with the ultimate
aim to pursue the operators for the provision of
better mobile services and to promote healthy com-
petition among the operators.

On the other hand, the dispute between tele-
com operators and Military Lands and Canton-
ment Department (MLC) has ended. The Secre-
tary Cabinet Division has fixed annual RoW/BTS
tower charges in the cantonment areas across the
country. Sindh High Court sent the matter to the
Federal Secretary Cabinet Division in April 2022,

According to the Secretary Cabinet Division,
after the court’s order, the telecom operators ap-
pointed their representatives who gave their sug-
gestions to the Cabinet Division to resolve the
issue. Ufone, Jazz, Telenor, and Sharp Commumni-
cations have proposed to settle the matter on the
government's terms in four phases.

According to the notification, the Secretary
Cabinet Division also took suggestions from the
representatives of MLC. After detailed delibera-
tions, a consensus was achieved among the parties
on disputed issues of Annual RoW/BTS Towers
Charges in Cantonment areas across the country.

Sky/Antenna charges will be treated as RoW
charges and will be paid for the sites installed in the
cantonment board’s jurisdiction. From the finan-
cial year 2022-23, all BTS towers RoW charges will
be at Rs. 240,000 per annum across the country by
all Cantonment Boards. »
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iIPhone 14 devices
sold out like hot
cakes in Dubai

Long queues snaked outside the store as hundreds of people
lined up to get their hands on the brand-new iPhone 14 that
went on sale in the UAE recently. Apple Store employees
lined up at the entrance and counted down to 8 am while
welcoming the first buyers inside the store at Dubai Mall

pple recently released its latest iPhone

14 series with the launch of four new
smartphones. There is no denying the

that the hype around every new

Apple product, that 1s launched, 15 surreal. Many
people travelled to UAE to buy iPhones. There were
long queues outside the store as hundreds of people
aspired to be first to get their hands on the brand-

oLl t—;'t o

Long quenes snaked outside the store as hun-
dreds of people lined up to get their hands on the
brand-new iPhone 14 that went on sale in the UAE
recently. Apple Store employees lined up at the en-
trance and counted down to 8 am while welcoming
the first buyers inside the store at Dubai Mall.

The tech giant has priced iPhone 14 at Dh3,399,
iPhone 14 Plus at Dh3,799, iPhone 14 Pro at
Dh4,299 and iPhone 14 ProMax at Dh4,699 mn
the UAE. The UAE is amongst the first countries
where the US tech firm has rolled out its latest
smartphones which were unveiled.

Some quened through the night, others slept in
their cars as Dubai Mall became the go-to place for
Apple super fans on their anmal frek to buy the lat-
est iPhone.

There may seem little difference in the iPhone
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14 from previous incarnations of Apple’s signature
product, yet shoppers were still prepared to hand
over bundles of cash and queue for hours to be
among the first owners. One of those was DrMo-
hannad K, 37, from Lebanon who has lived i

The tech giant has priced
iPhone 14 at Dh3,399, iPhone 14
Plus at Dh3,799, iPhone 14 Pro
at Dh4,299 and iPhone 14
ProMax at Dh4,699 in the UAE

Dubai for more than 30 years. The dentist waited
patiently in a long quene after armving at the mall
at around 4.30 am.

“] pre-ordered the iPhone and turned up at the
mall at 4.30 am,” he said.

“T have owned every iPhone since its launch and
used to import the early models from America.

!

“T have my bag with Dh22 000 in cash ready to
buy some new tech. I already have the latest Apple
‘Watch and TV.
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“The purple colour was the one [ wanted. I ar-
rived extra early, but the security would not let me
in so0 I had to sleep in my car.

Apple super fans queue to scoop up first iPhone
14s at Dubai Mall https://t.co/O03GZ5g5JzD pic.
twitter.com/RpmUMUG;[a

By 6.30 am, everyone was queuing already so I
had to run to make the line. It was a big rush at 7

The latest devices are equipped with Apple’s
much-awaited satellite technology, and in the case
of the iPhone 14 Pro, the new Al6 Bionic chip,
which Apple claims is the fastest chip ever in a
smartphone.

The iPhone 14 and iPhone Pro will come with
a 6.1-inch screen, while the iPhone 14 Plus and iP-

hone 14 Pro Max will have 6.7-inch displays.

The 1Phone 14 and iPhone 14 Plus models
start from $799 (Dh3,399) and $899 (Dh3,799),
respectively, while the iPhone 14 Pro costs $999
(Dh4,299) and the iPhone 14 Pro Max starts at
$1,099 (Dh4,699). Trade-in will be available at Ap-
ple stores. First to get through the doors of Apple's
flagship store in Dubai Mall was Abdul Rafeeque, a
37-year-old IT manager who spent Dh25,000 on six
iPhones to send back to his family in India.

“When I found out I had an appointment to buy
the phone I was so happy,” he said.

“T have tried every year and this was the first
year [ have got a spot. [ use all Apple products, so I
wanted to be in the front of the quene.

“T work in IT, but I need the new phone to get a
better camera and a big screen. 1 love photographs
and I have 75,000 photos.”

MrRafeeque has documented each of his new
purchases on the release day of the latest iPhone
since 2016.

“You can tell by the images that the camera has
got better each year,” he said.

“T woke up at 4.30 am, did all my work prepara-
tions and had breakfast then came down here,

4] tried to get the Pro Max as I need it for my
cryptocurrency trading as it has a much better bat-
tery Life,

“You can tell by the images that the camera has
got better each year,” he said.

“The other phones are for my family,” he added.

| SEPTEMBER 15 - OCTOBER 15, 2022



UB)SIfEd 'DB1INYY JUI0d ILILYSEY ‘MBI 3)|28 999/656 £ 117§ | S0 :Buolyd "ssauduul 0) punog 218 SUIBJUNO JILUYSEY 343 JO smaln Bupjeiyieaiq
a3 bunwesy smopuim anbsaimoid Ag papunoiins eale buin) pue Buiuip snoceds

LU0 32INLLILL|EDJUOLL MMM 9007 00t 0ZE0 / 988F 1SS-10£0 B|Iqow Y1 ‘9)A15 Ul UILMAIUD 03 JO UOISEDDO [eiDads e 10) JaYIBY M B21AUSs Jouadns Joadxe

LU0 SSUNLLILL[EDLOWB O jlew] 112BJUOY) B5E3|d UOIBAISSSY 104 PUE 153q 3} PUBLUSP OYM 35011 10J 51 3)INS [eNUBPISald Jno :Ainxn| jo awonda ay |

91INS |enuapIsaid

Ispaq Jn M SUIEIUND
paq azis bupj e ssunies) wool paubisep

3}INS UOOWIASUOH

noybnoiyy sbumy Anxn| ay sayajdwod Ajuea ajgiew e pue puimun nok

djay 01 s1amoys pajjojuod ainjesadwa) yim ‘snoppeds pue wiapow ale swooiyieq ay |
"eale Buial| snopeds ayy ul buixeas ajepaidde [jIm saljiwie) ay) pue siajanel] Aespy
19502 UI|ear B pue ajinsua ue ‘paq azis bupy e sey wooipaq

paysiwiny Apueba)a 3y sulejunop Juuysay 2yl Jo smaia bupjeiyiesuqg syl Aolua o3 wool
Buiay e yuam aouauadxa buixejal pue anbiun e s13jaAeI] J2J0 S2UNS JOIUN[ 3AISNPX3 IND

91INS Jolunf
LU Py

ds paubisap Aj|nys1se1ay]

91ING SAIINDAXT

‘wooiyieq pany juebsps yum Aels sjqelolus 1nok 10j spaq 2|qeLojWod 'S3U0]) [BINSU 1Oos
Ul paysiuing pue paubisap si 3| puimun o} LWoos snoieds e siajjo wooy qnpd snoieds ing

WOOYH gn|D

QLN TUIOJ ATUYSDY]
AbMmaIon) 192f4a ] Aaununs Aol

S9)MS
e JUOI
9




s
G)
o
U
-

SALNNIW

SALNNIW ZZVr 008 HYOMLIN HIH1O

*
a

00'6'51!“ L

e

B

Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

IU fines billions on
US tech giants for
violating laws

tax and competition cases, and drawn up a landmark law to curb
the market dominance of Big Tech. Brussels has also toughened
its code of conduct on disinformation and hate speech

uropean regulators have taken a hard

look at the Silicon Valley tech giants that

dominated the market share on the con-

tinent in recent years. It means the EU is
on a mission to rein in US tech giants, which have
been accused of tax evasion, stifling competition,
raking in billions from news without paying for it
and spreading misinformation.

In the past few years, the EU has slapped
eye-watering fines on Apple and Google in tax
and competition cases, and drawn up a landmark
law to curb the market dominance of Big Tech.
Brussels has also toughened its code of conduct on
disinformation and hate speech.

As a European court prepares on September 14
to rule on Google’s appeal of a massive 4.3-bil-
lion-euro antitrust fine ($5 billion at the time it
was levied), we look at the battle between Brussels
and Silicon Valley:

The digital giants are regularly criticised for
dominating markets by elbowing out rivals.

In July, the European Parliament adopted a
landmark law, the Digital Markets Act, to curb the
market dominance of Big Tech, with violations
punishable with fines of up to 10 per cent of a
company'’s annual global sales.

Brussels has slapped over eight billion euros
in fines on Google alone for abusing its dominant
market position.

In 2018, the company was fined 4.3 billion

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

euros — the biggest ever antitrust penalty imposed
by the EU — for abusing the dominant position of
its Android mobile operating system to promote
Google’s search engine.

Google has appealed the wverdict. The firm
is also challenging a 2.4-billion-euro fine it was
slapped with in 2017 for abusing its power in on-
line shopping and a separate 1.49-billion-euro fine
from 2019 for “abusive practices” in online adver-
tising.

The EU has also gone after Apple, accusing it
of blocking rivals from its contactless iPhone pay-
ment system and fined Microsoft 561 million eu-
ros in 2013 for imposing its search engine Internet
Explorer on users of Windows 7.

Italy joined the action last year, hitting Ama-
zon with a massive 1.1-billion-euro antitrust fine
for abusing its dominance to push its logistics busi-
ness.

The EU has had less success in getting US tech
companies to pay more taxes in Europe, where
they are accused of funnelling profits into low-tax
economies like Ireland and Luxembourg.

In one of the most notorious cases, the Eu-
ropean Commuission in 2016 found that Ireland
granted illegal tax benefits to Apple and ordered
the company to pay 13 billion euros in back taxes.

But the EU's General Court later overturned
the ruling, saying there was no evidence the com-
pany broke the rules.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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The Commussion also lost a similar case in-
volving Amazon, which it had ordered to repay
250 million euros in back taxes to Luxembourg.

Frustrated by the lack of progress, France, Italy
and several other European nations forged ahead
with their own taxes on tech companies while
waiting for a global agreement on the issue.

That came in October 2021 when the G20
group of nations agreed on a minimum 15 per cent
corporate tax rate. Nearly 140 countries signed up
for the deal.

Tech giants are regularly criticised over how
they gather and use personal data.

The EU has led the charge to rein them in
with its 2018 General Data Protection Regulation,
which has since become an international refer-
ence.

They must ask for consent when they collect
personal information and may no longer use data
collected from several sources to profile users

Amazon was fined 746 million euros by Lux-
embourg in 2021 for flouting the rules.

Earlier this month, Instagram was hit, with
Irish authorities fining the Meta subsidiary 405
million euros for breaching EU regulations on the
handling of children's data.

Social networks, particularly Facebook and
Twitter, are often accused of failing to tackle dis-
information and hate speech.

In July, the European Parliament approved a
Digital Services Act that forces big online com-
panies to reduce risks linked to disinformation
or face fines of up to six per cent of their global
turnover. Google and other online platforms are
also accused of making billions from news with-
out sharing the revenue with those who gather it.

Google and other online
platforms are also accused of
making billions from news
without sharing the revenue
with those who gather it

To tackle this, an EU law in 2019 created a
form of copyright called “neighbourning rights” al-
lowing for print media to demand compensation
for use of their content.

France was the first country to implement the
directive,

After initial resistance, Google and Facebook
agreed to pay French media, including AFP, for
articles shown in web searches.

That did not stop the company from being
fined half-a-billion euros by France's competition
authority in July 2021 for failing to negotiate “in
good faith”, a ruling Google has appealed.

Facebook has also agreed to pay for some
French content. =
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on social media, fundamentally Face-

book, which is used by just about 3/4s

of the US adults ages 50 to 64. Even
then, it has become a big part of those over 65, as
indicated by the 2021 Pew Research Center.

James Thompson, an expert in the fund re-
covery process, says, “When cybercriminals ef-
fectively hack an account or accumulate adequate
information from the open profile, they act like a
co-worker or colleague. By showing up as some-
body a person trusts, they have a superior possibili-
ty of enticing an individual to tap on a connection,
share data, or possibly send cash. Numerous con
artists will also act like brands individuals often
shop to attempt to get account details.”

Social networking is about making relations,
but social media platforms are packed with fake
accounts created to gather data. Ponder over the
information everyone shares online. Everyone
should think if he or she shares details that could
facilitate someone to imitate a near one. Avoid ac-

knowledging every invitation to connect and as-
sess, restricting access to their profile.

FTcyber.com, a fund recovery company that
helps online scam victims to recover stolen funds,
says: “ The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) got
more than 95,000 grievances in 2021 about scams
that onginated with social media ads, posts or
messages, a six-fold boost since 2019. Those in-
cidents cost consumers $770 million, accounting
for a quarter of fraud losses documented to the
FTC in 2021 and creating social media the most
profitable way for scammers to catch up with cus-
tomers.”

Only accepted friends and
followers can watch posts if any
social profile is established. If a
random person is added to the

profile, it might expose the

content to a stranger or an
outsider

Maybe nothing takes place, and this person
wishes to increase their number of friends, or they
desire a follow back. It could be more scandalous
than that.

Only accepted friends and followers can watch
posts if any social profile is established. If a ran-
dom person is added to the profile, it might expose
the content to a stranger or an outsider. They'll
catch a glimpse of who the friends and family are,
crucial information like the town the victim lives
in or their birthday, and even their images.

This information is precisely what someone re-
quires to pull off a fraud.

Suppose anyone gets a request from an unfa-
miliar individual to be “friends” or follow. In that
case, they don’t have to delete it right out. Ev-
ery individual can utilize this advice to evaluate
whether their account looks doubtful or not -

B Do a Google search on their profile photo-
graph. Loolking for somebody's profile photograph
will show if it's a stock photograph or has numer-
ous names joined to it. The two demonstrate that
the companion or request could be a trick.

B Study the date they joined the network or
created the profile. If their profile is very current,
it's usually the indication of a scammer, spammer,
or troll.

B Watch how many friends, connections, or
followers they hold. If this digit is very low or even
zero, it's plausible that this account is not authen-
tic.

B  When on suspicion, don't add any un-
known account.

B Another way to evaluate every individual's
possible exposure is to Google themselves or their
organization and see what type of data a person
can find on themselves. Anything that comes up in

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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Inadequate profile
scanning increasing
scams on social media

Social networking is about making relations, but social media
platforms are packed with fake accounts created to gather data.
Ponder over the information everyone shares online. Everyone
should think if he or she shares details that could facilitate
someone to imitate a near one. Avoid acknowledging every
invitation to connect and assess, restricting access to their profile

the search is also open to cyber criminals and may
be manipulated to hack the victims' social media
or scam them further.

How Does a Fund Recovery Service Such As
Ficyber.com Help Scam Victims?

Ficyber.com conducts a thorough interview
with the victim and prepares necessary documents
which aid in the facilitation, investigation, and re-
covery of the Clients funds.

1. Every step of the in-
vestigation is document- . . v
ed in detail to provide
the client with a holistic :
understanding of the in-
vestigation pmcedurcs}
followed by FTcyber.com B
in the process of recover- ’? ""
ing funds. ;

2. Once the wvictim
contacts FTcyber.com, an
authorized representative
will arrange an interview
with the vichm. This in-
terview aims fo enable
the FTCybercom team
to prepare necessary doc- |
uments that aid in facil-
itating, investigating, and recovering the clients’
funds.

x"m
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3. Information i1s collected from different
sources such as government authorities, investi-
gators, lawyers, and regulators used by their in-
house team and external service providers to solve
the case.

4. They also provide details of the compa-
ny's competent and available technical providers,
which the victim may use to attempt to identify
the accused.

& ._5._'[_‘hnnnx15tcpi.'i

T identifying paths of funds
that the FTCyber.com
team can trace using rea-
sonable means.

6. Throughout the
process and depending
. on the evidence gath-
cred, clients can expect
several reports regarding
their case from which the
FTCyber.com staff will
draw conclusions and
| make recommendations.

Flcyber.com, thus,
makes the hectic process
easy for its clients by
collecting evidence, for-
matting explicable documents, and reporting the
crime through its fund recovery services. m
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PTCL Group & Akhuwat collaborate
to provide food assistance to af-
fected families in Balochistan

Islamabad: PTCL Group
and Akhuwat Foundation col-
laborated to provide food as-
sistance to flood affected
families in five districts of
Balochistan, including Qilla-
Saifullah, Loralai, Sibi, Las-
bela and Lasbela (Uthal).
President and Group CEOQ,
PTCL & Ufone, Hatem Ba-
matraf presented a cheque to
Dr. Amjad Sagib, Founder
and Chairman Akhuwat
Foundation in Lahore.

Speaking at the ceremony,
President and Group CEOQ
PTCL, Hatem Bamatraf said:
“PTCL Group appreciates
Akhuwat Foundations role in
bringing relief to the flood af-
fected communities across the
country and would like to
help the foundation to reach
out to more deserving fami-
lies. The scale of devastation
is unprecedented, which is
why it is important that every-
one contributes to the relief
and rebuilding process. Being
a Pakistani company, PTCL
Group has extended a helping

hand during these testing
times. The contribution to
Akhuwat is part of PTCL
Group’s PKR 1.75 billion
pledge for relief activities and

il

'|

I hope it will help rehabilitate
displaced families.”

Also speaking at the event,
Founder & Chairman
Akhuwat Foundation, Dr

. .:W m "|_

Amjad Sagib said: “We are
grateful to PTCL Group for ex-
tending the much-needed sup-
port to the flood affected
communities of Balochistan.

The impact on local communi-
ties is extremely overwhelming
and the relief and rehabilita-
tion work needs to be paced
up. I find it heartening that the
corporate sector is stepping up
to make a difference in the
lives of people, who have lost
family members, homes and
sources of sustenance. I am
positive that our nation will
emerge stronger from the crisis
due to its resilience and unwa-
vering support from organiza-
tions such as PTCL."

PTCL Group has taken
multiple initiatives to provide
relief to the flood affected
communities. Earlier, PTCL
opened the doors of its med-
ical centers nationwide to pro-
vide emergency health and
care to the affected communi-
ties. In addition, despite power
outages, Ufone 4G worked
round the clock to ensure that
its mobile network remained
operational to aid relief activi-
ties, besides offering free calls
to help people stay in touch
with their friends and family.m

PTCL Group, PRCS collaborate to pro-
vide safe & clean drinking water to
flood-affected families

PTCL& PRCS will provide 72,000 liters of safe drinking water per day to families in Larkana,
Shaheed Benazirabad, and Jaffarabad districts of Sindh and Balochistan respectively

Islamabad: PTCL and
Ufone 4G have joined hands
with the Pakistan Red Cres-
cent Society (PRCS) to pro-
vide safe and clean drinking
water to thousands of people
in flood-affected areas of
Sindh and Balochistan.

Through this initiative,
the locals will stay protected
from a range of waterborne
diseases caused by floods
that have contaminated the
wells and underground reser-
voirs.

In order to prevent seri-
ous health hazards, PTCL
and PRCS will provide
72,000 liters of safe drinking
water per day to families in
Larkana, Shaheed Be-
nazirabad, and Jaffarabad
districts of Sindh and
Balochistan respectively.

Commenting on the sup-
port, President and Group
CEQ, PTCL & Ufone, Hatem

Bamatrafl said: “The flood-
affected communities of
Sindh & Balochistan are hard

pressed for clean drinking
water after stagnant flood
water has contaminated their
water resources.”

“Water is the most basic
need of any human to sur-
vive, and we aim to provide

this necessity to hundreds of
thousands of people through
the Pakistan Red Crescent
Society. Being a Pakistani

company, we are standing
with our brethren during
their hour of need,” he

added.
Commenting on the col-
laboration, Chairperson,

Pakistan Red Crescent Soci-

ety, Sardar Shahid Ahmed
Laghari, said: “We are glad
to join hands with PTCL
Group to bring safe and clean
drinking water to the flood-
affected people of Sindh and
Balochistan.”

“According to the Inter-
national Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social, and Cultural
Rights, safe and clean drink-
ing water and sanitation is a
fundamental human right.
Unfortunately, the recent
floods have taken away that
basic right from so many
people. However, during
these difficult times, we shall
continue to support the com-
munities devasted by floods,”
he added.

The initiative is part of
PTCL Group's recent pledge
of REs. 1.75 billion for the re-
lief and rehabilitation of
flood-affected communities
across Pakistan.m
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Nokia’s SDM software selected by Jazz to
drive new customer services & experience

Islamabad: WNokia an-
nounced that Jazz, Pakistan's
largest mobile operator, has se-
lected Mokia's latest Subscriber
Diata Management (SDM) soft-
ware to enhance HLE/HSS
network resiliency and acceler-
ate new product and services
for Jazz customers. As part of
a phased expansion and de-
ployment strategy, the network
will be gradually modernized
to fully cloud-based SDM ar-
chitecture by 2025,

The modernization strategy
will enable Jazz to deploy fully
geographically redundant ac-
tive networks in four data cen-
ters in Islamabad, Lahore,
Karachi and Faisalabad to en-
sure network availability as a
disaster recovery solution. The
deployment, an extension of
an existing collaboration, will

help Jazz deliver its digital
transformation-related ambi-
tions by allowing auto-provi-
sioning of devices and services
at massive scale to accelerate
Pakistan's digitalization. Nokia
SDM’s software will reduce the
provisioning time for new sub-
scribers, services and [unction-
alities. The cloud

transformation of the SDM
network will allow Jazz to use
network automation for zero-
touch capacity scaling, In addi-
tion, MNokia NetAct will
provide a consolidated view of
multi-domain, multi-technol-
ogy networks for ensuring the
best network experience.
Abdul Rehman Usmani,

Vice President, Network at
Jazz, said:"Being the largest
digital mobile operator in Pak-
istan, Jazz is playing a key role
in the country's digitalization
journey. Our extended collabo-
ration with Mokia will help us
further improve the customer
experience by ensuring net-
work resilience and rapidly
launch new consumer and
business services. Mokia's in-
dustry-proven  solution  will
help us towards readiness of
any future technologies, while
enhancing the growing needs
of the existing networks.”
Imran Durrani, Head of
Customer Team for Jazz at
MNokia, said:*MNokia SDM's
software will provide Jazz with
a consolidated multi-technol-
ogy network and enhance its
digital services by allowing the

operator to auto-provision new
devices at scale. We look for-
ward to expanding our long-
standing relationship with Jazz
for this crucial project as part
of its network modernization
transformation.”

Modernization of MNokia
SDM's existing deployment to
cloud will support Jazz's net-
work growth with smooth
hardware evolution. Nokia
SDM's architecture will help
the operator in its digitalization
journey to deliver new services
and functionalities while ensur-
ing faster provisioning of new
subscribers with short time to
market. The new SDM plat-
form will have a 123+ million
provisioned capacity, making it
one of the largest SDM net-
works for Nokia in the Middle
East and Africa region.m

Ufone 4G launches ‘WeatherWalay’ service

Islamabad: Pakistani tele-
com company, Ufone 4G has
launched an accurate weather
update service “WeatherWalay'
to facilitate customers, espe-
cially with regard to the mon-
spon season and extensive
flooding that has affected every
province across the country,

The service has been intro-
duced as an Interactive Voice
Response (IVR), where cus-
tomers can call 3392 and ob-
tain precise details of the
weather and any changes in it
over periods of 24 hours, 72
hours and even a week within
the city or other areas in Pak-
istan, Curated by a team of ex-

pert meteorologists led by Dr,
Muhammad Hanif, Weather-

<9319

weathcrwalay

Walay is being offered free of
cost until the 30th of Septem-
ber to assist customers and en-

sure safer commutes,

CEQO of WeatherWalay
stated: “We believe that posi-
tive outcomes for the climate
change journey can only be ex-
pected if all stakeholders, in-
cluding the private sector, join
hands to deliver meaningful
outcomes for Pakistan. The
Telecom sector has a strong
role to play in it and Ufone is
the first to provide this critical
service to its customers.”

Commenting on the devel-
opment, Ufone's spokesperson
stated:"We have recently wit-
nessed the severe impact of ex-
tensive climate changes that are
occurring not just in Pakistan,

but around the world. At a time
like this, it is imperative that in-
dividuals and families stay up-
dated about weather conditions
so they can plan their travel and
daily routines accordingly. We
are honoured to further our ef-
forts in facilitating customers
through the WeatherWalay
service, which comes in handy
not just for flood-affected re-
gions, but locals across Pak-
istan as well.”

In these challenging times,
Ufone is going above and be-
yond with the service as the
communication center not
only provides current weather
updates but also notifies the

caller of any sudden changes
in the climate of the area they
inquire about. This is done
through a follow-up call in
case any updates are received
in this regard.

The weather update serv-
ice is currently only available
on call but will soon be ex-
panded for subscription
through SMS and USSD.
Ufone 4G, as a socially re-
sponsible Pakistani corporate
entity, has launched numerous
initiatives to assist its valuable
customers, especially those
who are affected by the floods
that are wreaking havoc across
Pakistan.m

TECNO launches Camon 19 Pro in Pakistan

Lahore: TECNO  has
launched the much-awaited
Camon 19 Pro in Pakistan. The
camera-centric Camon series
has brought yet another inno-
vation in camera technology
unlike anything seen before,
TECHO Camon 19 Pro, the in-
dustry's first-ever smartphone
with a 64MP Bright Night Por-
trait with RGBW (G+P)sensor
and 0.98mm slimmest bezel, is
now being launched in Pak-
istan,

Camon 19 Pro is equipped
with Industry-Leading Fea-
tures in camera and design. It
has a 50MP Portrait camera
lens with 2X Zoom, with a
human eye-like image sensor,
and a 32MP selfie camera (four
in one technology)with an Al
beauty feature. The smart-
phone camera functionality

also features Super Night
mode, Camera Pro mode, and
Sky shop to enhance the pho-
tography experience for its
LSErs.

The fashion-forward
Camon 19 Pro has made its

TECNO

CAMON '9 Pro
Your Ultra Shine mﬁ

® in the Night

« Gl P B'lg".l h-._:r.* Porteait
« The 56mm Sirmmest Bezsl

name well known in the design
segment as a winner of the IF

Design Award for its0.98mm
Slimmest Bezel, The dazzling
back shell hosts 200 million
stars-like particles giving a feel
of the bright starry sky. This
straight-frame and trendy de-
sign smartphonf with a deli-

“
i

cate non-stick

touch,
fingerprints, and premium tex-

ture give a premium look.

“We are ecstatic to share
that TECNO has achieved a
new milestone in Pakistan with
the launch of its first smart-
phone, which features the
slimmest bezel and 64MP
RGBW technology.”" said the
CEOQO of TECNO Mobile,
Kelvin Zeng. He further added,
“In the Pakistani market,
TECHMO has once again made
history by offering features that
are unmatched in the industry.
This smartphone will represent
an upscale model in its cate-
gory with the best possible
blend of tech, inventiveness,
and aesthetics.”

The smartphone’s120Hz
higher refresh rate display,
TiVEheinland Certified, offers
an ultra-smooth user experi-
ence with a 6.8"FHD+ display

that delivers expert-level Visual
Feast thanks to its 0.98mm in-
credibly low bezel anda higher
screen-to-body ratio of 94.26%.
The display is also accredited
with TUV Rheinland Eye Pro-
tection, which blocks damag-
ing Blue Light and provides
fatigue-free sensory effects. The
smartphone is packed with a
MediaTek Helio G9% proces-
sor, a powerhouse for hassle-

free usage, 8GB + 5GB
extendable BRAM, and a
5,000mAh battery with a 33W
flash charge.

TECHNO Camon 19 Pro is
available in two vibrant colors:
Eco black and Polar Blue, The
smartphone is now available in
offline markets across the coun-
try, and through Daraz for buy-
ing online at an exciting price
of PKR 49,999 =
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e&international delegation meets key govt stake-
holders from telecom & privatization sector

Islamabad: A high level del-
egation from e& International
comprising of top management
held meetings with Federal Sec-
retary IT, Federal Secretary Pri-
vatization, and other key
government stakeholders in Is-
lamabad recently.

The delegation led by CEO
International, ed, Mikhail Ger-
chukmet with the Federal Sec-
retary [T, Mohsin Mushtag,
Federal Secretary for Privatiza-
tion, Dr. Iram A. Khan and
Chairman PTA, Major General
(R) Amir Azeem Bajwa HI (M),
The delegation from ed& was ac-
companied by President and
Group CEQ, PTCL & Ufone,
Hatem Bamatraf,

During the meeting, Mohsin
Mushtag welcomed the delega-
tion from e& International to
Pakistan. Matters of mutual in-
terest were discussed with a
focus especially on Telecom
Sector and its significance on
the national economic growth,
The agenda of discussion also
included e&lnternational and
PTCL Group's incredible sup-
port in developing a strong in-

I

frastructure in Pakistan that
would surely transform the
country into a digitalized econ-
DImy.

The management and gov-
ernment officials exchanged
their views on the ongoing crisis
in the country by the recent
floods and ways to extend joint
support for the people during
these tough times. The discus-
sion alsp included the issue of

| LM
e ]

telecom companies in Pakistan
requiring import of communi-
cation equipment for their net-
work  up-gradation and
expansion as well as to maintain
the quality-of-service require-
ments mandated for the sector.
In addition, both sides talked
about the resolution of prevail-
ing regulatory issues of the tele-
com sector in Pakistan CEQ
International, ed, Mikhail Ger-

chuk commended the tremen-
dous efforts of the Government
of Pakistan including Ministry
of Information Technology and
Telecommunication and Min-
istry of Privatization,

President and Group CEQ,
PTCL & Ufone, Hatem Bama-
traf briefed the government offi-
cials and dignitaries regarding
the Rs. 1.75 billion flood relief
package.m

SLI partners with JazzCash to digitize payment collection

Islamabad: State Life Insur-
ance has partnered with Jaz-
zCash to provide premium
collection services to State Life
customers directly via mobile
wallets,

Agreement signed by be-
tween Mr. Shoaib Javed Hus-
sain Chairman State Life & Mr.
Murtaza Ali, Chief Operating
Officer, JazzCash.

This strategic partnership
will enable the State Life to
provide digitized collection of
Premium & Policy Loan to its
customers, as well as payment
of digital insurance Policy,
through the JazzCash app. Ad-
ditionally, State Life plans to
launch the State Life mini pro-
gram within the JazzCash app,
which will offer products like

Health Insurance, Takaful, In-
dividual life, and Group policy
to JazzCash customers. The
partnership also entails setting

Speaking at the signing cer-
emony, Mr. Shoaib Javed Hus-
sain, Chairman State Life
Insurance, said, “State Life

up a working group to jointly

create  insurance products
catered exclusively to the Jaz-
zCash segment,

SETWE|
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served the country for past 50

years to build legacy of trust &
protection, we are doing in a
way to digitize services for pol-

icyholders, the handshake with
JazzCash further to enhance re-
lation with customers bringing
ease of payment by increased
security, convenience & digital
protective products.”

Murtaza Ali, Chief Operat-
ing Officer, JazzCash said,
“Today's announcement is an-
other step forward in Jaz-
zCash's vision of digitizing the
payment mode in Pakistan. As
the largest mobile wallet in the
country, we deem it our princi-
pal duty to assist the shift to a
cashless economy. This strate-
gic partnership will also allow
16.1 million monthly active
JazzCash users to perform dig-
ital payments for State Life's
services in a more secure and
convenient manner.”m

Telenor partners with Convex to launch Telenor Engage

Islamabad: Telenor Pak-
istan has entered a strategic
partnership with Convex Inter-
active to launch Telenor En-
gage, a unified communication
platform, to enable businesses
to manage customer interac-
tions and communications,

The signing took place at
the 22nd ITCN Asia Confer-
ence in Karachi.

Unifying both companies’
shared vision of bridging the
gap between business and user,
Telenor Engage is a one-of-its-
kind platform in the industry,
introduced by Telenor Pakistan
and powered by Convex Inter-
active's support,

Omer Bin Tarig, Chief
Business Officer, Telenor Pak-
istan said: “Telenor Pakistan is
at forefront of launching be-

yond connectivity innovative
solutions to make Pakistan
businesses future ready! Busi-
nesses today require a direct

communication channel with
their end users that allows them
to interact in a unified man-
ner.

Aamir Irfan Siddiqui, CEQ,
Convex Interactive, said, “In
today's constantly evolving dig-
ital world, where one has mul-
tiple options, keeping vour
customer satisfied and happy is
essential for your business to

“With Telenor Engage, a
UCaaS platform, businesses
can create engaging and im-
pactful conversations using one
unified platform taking cus-
tomer interactions to the next
level,” he added.m
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Euronet partners
with Thales

Islamabad : Euronet Pak-
istan and Thales have formed a
strategic partmership, combining
Euronet's industry-leading pay-
ments services with Thales D1
innovative Cloud-based lssuing
platform combining Digital
First, Physical Later, and Digi-
tal only card programs.

The parinership aims to pro-
vide a modern experience to
Digital Banks and Fintechs'
customers, which includes a
built-in  mobile experience,
Physical and Digital Card Is-
suance, Card Hosting & Man-
agement, Scheme Gateway
Service, Authentication, and
Tokenization solution. =

TransKarachi, NED
sigh MoU

Karachi: TransKarachi, a
public sector company estab-
lished and owned by the Gov-
ernment of Sindh to carry out
the project implementation of
the $504 million Karachi Bus
Rapid Transit (KBET) Red
Line, has signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MolJ)
with the Nadirshaw Eduljee
Dinshaw (NED) University of
Engineering & Technology.
TransKarachi and NED Uni-
versity will collaborate on ca-
pacity-building initiatives in the
areas of transport infrastroc-
ture, drainage design, as well as
resource optimization and gen-
der mainstreaming to facilitate
the performance of the entire
KBRT Red Line network for
citizens of Karachi.=

Flc:al ssHoteI
celebrates Interna-
tional Housekeeping

Week

Lahore: Royal Swiss Hotel
is a luxury hotel in Lahore's
prime area. It was established
on international standards in
order to provide the highest
level of service its valued cus-
tomers. Royal Swiss Hotel has
celebrated International
Housekeeping Week recently
where all emplovees took part
actively.m
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MMBL to offer e-health insurance & digital financial
solutions to Careem captains

[slamabad: Pakistan's
largest digital bank, Mobilink
Microfinance Bank Limited
(MMBL) has collaborated
with Careem, a pioneer in the
Middle East region's ride-
hailing economy, to provide
its Captains health insurance
services over digital channels
at market competitive rates
for enhanced well-being,

MMBL's Chief Finance &
Digital Officer, Sardar Mo-
hammad Abubakr, and
Country Head Careem Pak-
istan, Feroz Jaleel signed the
MolU on behalf of their re-
spective organizations to for-
mally implement the
initiative that intends to bring
more value in terms of finan-
cial independence and well-

being to the diligent work-
force that drives the success-

ful ride-hailing service across
Pakistan. Careem Captains
will open their MMBL ac-

&«
counts digitally to access the
insurance services while

being assisted through the
process by both the Careemdé&

MMBL Support team.
Sharing his thoughts on
the development, Chief Fi-
nance & Digital Officer
MMEBEL, Sardar Mohammad

Abubakar said: “Innovation
and digitalization is the twin
fuel that drives our growth at
MMBL, and expanding our

services to Careem Captains
will help enable the achieve-
ment of our collective goal to
promote digital and financial
inclusion at all tiers, Through
this partnership, we aim to
provide health & financial se-
curity to the Captains, who
ensure secure & comfortable
rides for the masses every
day."

Also speaking at the
event, Country Head Careem
Pakistan, Feroz Jaleel said:
“Captains are at the heart of
what we do and a priority
area for us. This collabora-
tion with MMBL will un-
doubtedly bring value to our
deserving Captains in avail-
ing hassle-free digital finan-
cial solutions and e-health

insurance. Careem has al-
ways been at the forefront of
coming up with initiatives de-
signed at improving the qual-
ity of life for Captains. This
is the beginning of bigger so-
lution space for our Captains
as we will continue to explore
other ways to improve fi-
nancing."

Under this partnership,
MMBL and Careem are
solely focused on providing
easy, accessible, and afford-
able digital financial solu-
tions to the captains. Building
on the current collaboration,
the signing partners agreed
on exploring more opportuni-
ties including digital lending
to financially enable Careem
Captains.m

Concave Agri, U Bank partner to improve farmers’ access
to financial services

Islamabad: Concave Agri
has partnered with U Bank to
increase availability and ease
of access to loans and insur-
ance to small and medium-
scale farmers across Pakistan
through their Kissan Dukan
vertical.

These loans comprise two
packages created by U Micro-
finance Bank. The first one is
the Zarai Qarza loan — a
smaller loan aimed at extend-
ing life and health insurance to
farmers and financing the
basic needs of the agriculture
sector.

The second package is the
Agri Pass Book loan which
will offer complimentary crop
and life insurance and optional
health insurance, and is aimed

at meeting all of the needs of
the agriculture sector, such as

Jazz partners with EVAM as
their new customer interac-
tion management hub

Islamabad: EVAM announced that its deployment at Jazz
has been completed successfully. With this partnership, Jazz,
Pakistan's number one 4G operator and the largest internet and
broadband service provider, utilized EVAM to improve and per-
sonalize customer interactions and services for its more than 75

million customers.

dunya ko bataa do

The partnership will enable Jazz to better manage its cus-
tomer relations through a next-generation digital approach,
maintaining same level of engagement across all channels in-
cluding digital or face-to-face and increase operational efficiency.

“Onar ambition is to become a next-gen enterprise, by lever-
aging best-in-class technologies in this ever-changing digital land-
scape, to provide our customers with a unique experience, This is
the driving force for our partnership with EVAM,” said Kazim
Mujtaba, Chief Data & Strategy Officer of Jazz.

EVAM CEOQO Bilent Demirkurt stated, "As a leading
MarTech company, we are very proud and excited to see that our
efforts have paid off. We are excited to help Jazz create real-time
personalized customer journeys for its millions of end users."=
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purchasing fertilizers, seeds,
pesticides, and agricultural ma-
chinery and equipment.

Concave Agri has worked
with U Bank to make these
packages available as products
on their Kissan Dukan plat-
fiorm.

The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (Moll}) for this
partnership was signed by Am-
breen Malik, Chief Business
and Chief Digital Officer — U
Microfinance Bank, and
Muhammad Ali Igbal, Presi-
dent — Concave Agri, while the
signing ceremony was presided

over by Kabeer Nagvi, Presi-
dent & CEQ — U Microfinance
Bank and Ather Imran, CEO -
Sybrid (Pvt.) Ltd.

Kabeer Naqvi, President &
CEO - U Microfinance Bank
commented, “At U Bank our
endeavor is to empower the
agricultural sector by bringing
them into the banking net. This
access will help the farmers
have better control over their fi-
nances, living standards, and
livelihoods. This will also en-
able the economy to benefit
from higher yields and superior
agri products’ quality.”

Oppo launches Oppo
Global Community on its
18th anniversary

Lahore: Oppo marked its
18th anniversary on September
17 with the launch of its new
Global Community portal
This website is intended to pro-
vide an "open and inclusive
ecosystem" of new social, edu-
cational and brand-promo-
tional resources for its
international users,

Since its founding in 2004,
Oppo has remained committed
to its user-centric approach to
technology while continuing to

push the bound-
aries of technological innova-
tion. From its origins as a
consumer electronics com-
pany, OPPO has evolved into a
full-service technology com-
pany that serves global users
with integrated sofiware, hard-
ware, and service solutions,
leading the development of
smart devices and services in
markets worldwide.

Whether innovating in
quality on its early audio play-

s o ey

mirwrion dhaad

ers and feature phones, deliver-
ing breakthroughs in flash
charge technology and new
smartphone form factors, or
developing cutting-edge inno-
vations with the MariSilicon X
NPU, Oppo has always sought
to discover the Inspiration
Ahead as it looks to elevate the
technology industry and create
a better furure through its on-
going innovation.

Today, OPPO is the world's
fourth-largest smartphone
brand, serving customers in
over 60 countries and regions
in Europe, Asia-Pacific, Latin
America, the Middle East, and
Africa, and maintaining strate-
gic partnerships with over 80
telecom operators worldwide =
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“As we continue to inno-
vate and adapt to newer digital
solutions to further our vision,
we are delighted to have part-
nered with Concave Agri to
play our part in bringing bank-
ing to farmers who are a very
critical player in our ecosys-
tem,” he added.

With Concave Agri's
farmer-first approach, Concave
Agri recently launched their
physical shop of Kissan Dukan
in Mathra, Peshawar District,
KP, Pakistan to establish an
on-ground interface with farm-
ers.m

PIA slashes
fares for flights
to China

Lahore: On the directives
of Minister for Aviation,
Khawaja Saad Rafique, Pak-
istan International Airlines
(PIA) has reduction in fare
for flights to China immedi-
ately. PIA is now offering 22
percent discount to students
and 10 percent to passengers
traveling to China, The na-

tional flag carrier has also in-
creased baggage allowance
upto 80 kilograms for the stu-
dents.

The discount offered is

valid for students traveling
from Pakistan to China with
tickets purchased from PIA
offices. PIA is presently oper-
ating twice a week flights to
chengdu and Shiyan.s
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:2,26,600 Rs:14,999

144 x 714 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32 in)

T 6.5 Inches,Super Refina XDR OLED
Diaplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MF, 11 8, 26mm {wical, /2,557
1.4pm, duml pixel POAE, IS 12 MP

2.2, S2mm (elnphaln), 1744%, 1,0pm, POAF

OIS, e cpien Fam 13 WP, 24, T3 (uimeide)

AndroidTM 9 Pie

6.5° HD+ Waterdrop
FullScreen 1600°720

ATHLINOW

§
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Fear: 12.0MP AF + VGA Dual wilh Frash
Front: B.OMP FF Seffie Camara

Non-remavable Li-lon 39649
mih battery (15.04 Wh) Charging
Fast 18W. 50% in 30 min

5000mAh Battery

Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No

I ‘ Internal:64GB
o | Face |0, accelaramater, gyre, praximity,
| compass, baromalar, Sid natural
m language commands and dictation
= B
- Oppo F21 Pro
J_:=-| Rs. 52,999
=
Dppo A6 - A Powerful A-Serles Smartphone ™
Srmart tech Oppo is urweiling ASE to the market. Oppo is
m launching & new handset af s A-series of smartphones, The
coming smartphone of the company will be a mid-ranger and
will be launched in China soon. The newcomer will be named
CAMERA pERFORMANCE an Oppo A96. The chipset that is going to power the upcoming
smartphone will be Qualoomm Snapdragon 680 S0l Thisisa
Z o GPO0) ¥ SONY M08 Fioashio 130 SLPERVOOC powerful chipset that handsomely handles all the specs of
— .-4 - upper-ciass smartphones, To give mone power to this Oppa’s
= - Sl Sersor 4500mAh Larga Battery 496, there i a 2.4 GHz Qota-Core processar installed under the |
cm - tiood of this handset. The smartphone got the taste of the 1P5
&P Al Trple Comern [ RAK Exporsian et RGN BOL f b
H - A i Capacitive Touchscreen display which s exclusively made for
N = Bokab Flam Potrost | Cualoomim Gcto-Core Processor the devices of this brand. The screen size of this smartphone is
m Micrale £.58 Inches, Oppo ASE's going to have a full HD display with &
FIRT L & ¥ ~ x
= N resolution of 1080 x 2412 Pixels, The SoC of the handset is
E paired with B gigabytes of RAM, The chipset and the RAM of
.D the Oppo sharp ADG will make the processing speed of the
o phone lghtring fast. The intermal stocage capacity of the device |
- DESIGN Colnros 12 is 12E gigabytes. This is enough storage capacity that will give
you enough space to place a huge amount of data for future
Fhernlsd patner nrﬁqu Inciusive Desimn use. The Oopo has got an Androld 11 operating system in AS6.
b - 3 The Smartphone has got a Dual Camera setup on the rear, tha
OPPC Glaw St Beourty main camera will be 50 megapixels and secondary camera is 2
trnSkm Ratro L'Iiigll AT Gusture magapixels, On the front-facing of the ADE, there is a 16
maegapixels selfie camera, The security of this device, to protect |
(it Lighit Smett Notificatien Hidng your data it has an under-display, optical fingarprint scanner,
Thve A96 Is fueled with a powerful battery of 5000 mah
capacity. It means you can use the smartphone A96 for & long
period of time. And also there ks a fast battery charging in AS6 |
by Gppo. This coming up new Oppo ASE will be 3 competitor -:I"I
E Samsung as the specs ok quite impressive i
[
=
e -
m N
L Oppo ATE - A Powerlul Mid-Ranges
Smart tach Oppa Is unvelling ATE Lo the market soon. The Chinese
manufacturer Oppo b5 working on a new smartphone for its A- H H
sories. The upcoming new handset will be 3 mid-ranger and it will a X I a D m I 1 2
e l@unched in Malaysia. The newcomear will be named Oppo ATE. M 1=}
The coming smartphone will be powered by the Gualcomm
2 e PER
SME2Z5 Snapdragon 680 4G {& nm) chipsot, this is a powerful 1 ?ﬂ,qg‘q
chipset that is used in upger-class handsets, The Oppo's A76 with FEREF0. 000

this processor will provide the user with powerful results. The
smartphona has got @ 2.4 GHz Octa-Core processor under the
hood of this smartphone, Alsa, there is a powerful GPU of Adreno
510. The Opgo ATE'S golng to heve a 6.56 Inches big screen size
and it will provide the user with full HD phus the resolution of T20%
1812 Pixels. And there s an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
display that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding TrueColor
resuits. This handset Oppo sharp ATE will be paired with a gigantic
Ran capacity of & gigabytes. Tha chipset and the RAM capacity of
the device show that it will enable the uier to execule things
within saconds. The internal storage capacity of the smartphone is
128 gigabytes that are enough to store 3 huge amaount of data for
future use. The Cppo is packing a Duad Carmera in the back of ATE.
The main camera ls 13 megapiels and 2 megapixels. The selfie
camera is & megapixmels which will take wonderful pictures. The
upooming new A7E got a side-mounted fingerprint sensor to
protect your data Trom logs. And the battery of this A7E is 5000
mah ks planted inside the belly of the new AYS which Is encugh to
kpap running for almost one or bao days of active use. &nd also
there is a fast battery charging of 33W in this new handset which is
called A6 by Oppo. Now Samsung and other smartphone
companieswill be looking to bring features like the Dppo ATE.
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Nokia C1
Rs:8,299

Mokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Mokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher spechications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android 05, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
Thee company has been struggling since the Androsd
popularity and than the microsoft take over, now Nokla's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted spece and
ovarhauwied OF for a better user experience. Earfiar half
androbd hall windows Smartphane sefies were
disappointing but this time Mokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5MP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hodd a Carl Zeiss ens for better imaging
and recording, Mokia will implement Android OF 8.0 with a
teist on C1, last time the result was terrible and reaufted in
A failed X saries but this ima we can expect a miracla as
e company has embedded the new phone G wilh Inkel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phong is powered by a 168
RAM so that C1 can run every application usar wants.
With non-remaovable batbery, the phone offers 545 inch
sereen with 284 PP density for sharp images, C1 may
bring company back to life and resnter the smartphone
batfle. The phone aquips 16GE intamal storage and
axternal card slot o provide mare storage space, C1 by
Mokia is said to be 8 Gmm slim with 66% screan-lo-body
ratic which makes it one of the slimmsst smariphons ever
baing offerad in loday,s markel. Nokia C1 will snsure a
sorious comaback for the evergreen manulacluner, This
Phaone will dafinetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of othar companies Like Samswng And
Huawii, Nokia sharp 1 is going to be launchad in lhe
manth of december 2019 by the chinesae giants, !
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Realme C21

Rs. 19,999

Realmea C21 - A Mid-Rang Smariphone Of The Compary

Srmart tach Realms is launching the C21 smanphone to the
market. This Chiness company presented the C20 in the
January of this year, and Reaime will pregent 18 successor in
tree days. Mow all the specificalions of this phone have
appeared on AlExpress, and even the price i Known, This
smartphon: will be Realme C21, The smartphone will be
pawared by one of the lalest chipsats aailabla for
smartphones in the market that is called MediaTok Helio G35,
Tha naw Realma's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Core
processor undar the hood of this handset. This new upcoming
smartphone has a §.52 Inches screen size which is a big-
gcrean display, with an IPS LED Capsacitve Touchscresn, and
thea device Realmea C21's galng to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pxels. And also there s a GFU of
FowerVR GEBZZD in 1his wpoaming devica, Also, thane s
sereen profeclion of Coming Garilla Glass 3. The upcoming
naw Realma sharp C21 is packing the upcoming smasiphone
wilh 4 gigabryles RAM, which is the highest poinl of FAM wsed
in this smartphone so you can say that your phone s going to
run at a super-fast spaed becausa of its powarful RAM
Reaime has got G4 gigabytes of storage in C21 which means
that the capacity of your data iz unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Tnple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the emartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapxels, 2
megapikals, The salfie shooles in this phona C21 will be 5
maegapixels o make laking selfes more easy and alliraclive
with this new C21, The smarlphans has gol a powarful batbery
which will be fuled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5000 mah
battery in C21 by Raalme that will carry support for Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and othar tach gianis wis face
sanous compaetition when this Realma C21 will releass.

o~
Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999
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Honar is going fo relsase 20 Pro in the near future. This

L will be the upeaming flagship of the company, Afler

launching the 10 series, the Chineas tech giant was
expacied to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera sefup, huge
meamary, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will coma
packed with the powerful chipse! in the warld of
amartphone and that chipset is called Kirn 980, Thea wil
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a T nm chipsal thal ensures the performancas. All the T nm
chipsets have a great performance ratlo as companed to
the other handseat of the flagships categony. 20 Pro by
Honar with this 7 nm SoC consumes lass energy and
prevides high-class parformance. The syslem of the chip
will be packed with 8 gioabyles of RAM and 256 glgabytes
of internal siorage. Honor Pro will have a 6. 1-inch broad
display screen thal will prasent you Full HR# resclution. As
the camera selup & concemed, Like other flagships the
Honar 20's Pro will feature a rear tripe cameara setup. The
primary kens will be 48 megapixels and the secondany will
be 18 megapioels with the thind ane 8 megapixeis and 2
Mega-pixe! Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back cameara will
hedp you to caplure the nature and the seifie sensor will
help you to get pica of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pruo's The handset will be fuslad with a heavy battery of
4000 maAh baliery, Thers will 2n side-mounted fingoerpint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinesa glanis are
crealing a healthy and compatitive marke! by producing
smartphones for every type of customers fram low budge!
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
alao taking ower other smartphone giants, /'

Stand out
beautifull

It jus ting

Napvan
TELEC

Mokia 7.2
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X Mobile X2 Selfie Nokia 2.3

Rs:14,900

~,
Nokia 2.3 - AMow Entry-lovel Smarphona |
Tech giant Mokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the |
2.2, The up-gradation is lawght o be nod thal significant. ILis)
an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipses, The|
internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that wil |
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for futurs |
s, Thi leaked information about tha upcoming Nokia's 2.3 |
ensures that it wil suppod dual SIM and wil be avaiable in|
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color varants. The|
infarmation leaked about the chipset of the new Noka 2,3s, |
confirms that it will ba powerad by the MediaTaka€™ s Halio|
AZZ. This chipset will be used In place of 28nm Snapdragon |
425 This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Mokia |
sharp 2.3, Different vanants of the phone will offer different |
ranges of RAM and intemal storage. One of the modals is|
packed wilh 2 gigabyles of RAM and MNokia is going lo pack |
this new wpcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigamyies of|
inbernal storage. The next vadant will be available in 3
gigabyies of RAM capacity and the intermal storage of the|
phorte will 32 gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may|
affer an upgraded RAM and internal atorage of the phane may |
also beoome double, The battery of the handset is reduced by |
1000 mAkh. i meana that the new 2.3 will be fueled with 2 4000
mah battery. Though the baltery is a bil on the lower side, si31|
you will have enough powes to kesp the handset on toes. The |
upgraded 2.2 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with |
an LED fash that is placed just under ihe alone lens of the|
phone. The front-facing camera will be § magapixels. The 2.3
by Mokla has ne fingerpdnt reader, As this s an entry-level |
smariphone 8o you expect 8 reasonable price tag. The|
company & now compelilve encugh to challonge high-rated |
companies like Samsung by bringing smartphones Ghe Nokia|
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Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:3MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel

RAM/ROM:2GE RAM/ 32GE ROM
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1.6GHz Octa Core Processor

S
L
m
e
=
m
)
2
O
A
-

15.46 cm (5.088) HD+= IPS Walerdrop
Digplay (2.50 Curved)

MediaTek Helio G25
Octa-core Processor

4000mAh High Capacity Battery

SLLILIOE L3l

00€

225PR0O

RRP. 9,399

NOKILA

See better in the dark
It just keeps getting better

STORE YOUR
FAVORITE APPS

32+2GB f - = 88

MEMORY aﬂ

SALNNIW ZZvT

g B 7

Biametric 13MP Rear .71 HD Android 9 Pie FO00mah
Face Unlack SMP Front Camera with Selfie notch battery

~RP13,900) [rrr 14,900 | Ao

2 GB RAM | 16 GB ROM | | 3 GB RAM | 32 GB ROM | ooy

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | ,2022.71158715




'FIVE

Irsping Possiiilias

statement

sté’af,@ I

in just 2,999[—((_}5"}'5_;

'

L'FIvE

AUDIO/VIDEO 2.4" SCREEN 3500mAh
B

P LAY ER Brs P a LY

ATTERY

WWW.GFIVEPAKISTAN.COM

Samsung Galaxy A51

8GB

Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-
AT3 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53)

Quad Camera: 45 MP, 2.0, (wide),
112", FOAF + 12 MP, f12.2, 13mm
{ultrawide) + § MP, 2.4, {macra) +

5 MP, 2.2, depth sensor, LED Flash

{LisP& Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast battery charging 15W

(BRI
AR S

S LIISEL 3L

X Mobile X4

Tut JRYE

e

24" colorful ¢ 4 Beaming Smart
display Torch Lights Camer.

;E Balth

.u Luda fare
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Huawei Mate 10 Lite

&2,34,999 =4

el

Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-AT3 + 4 x 1B GHz Corlex-ARZ)

5.8 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels
18:0 Screen ralio (402 ppi densily)
Sansors: Fingenprint (rear-maounted)
Acceleromaier, Prodmily, Compass

(Mon-removable Li-lon },3340 mAh

(5 ML R
ARSI e
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Oppo F21 Pro 5G
Rs. 84,999

Lizlofole

% Oppo F21 Pro 506 - APowerlud Chipsel Phone

~

Oppa is launching a new F21 Pro which has got a moniker
56 at the end, The smartphone company Oppo is unveiling
& handsetin s F-saries, the coméng device of the company
will b a high-end phone, A newcomas will be named Oppa
F21 Pro GG, The smartphoneg wil be empowered by a
powerful chipsel called Qualsomm SMEITES Snapdragon
B85 506G (6 nm). This s one of the atest flagshp chipsets in
tha market, and to give more power Lo this Cppa's F21 Pro
50 has a 2.2 GHz Dcta-Core processor inssde the handset,
The handset has gol AMOLED Capacitive Touchecrean and
these is a big screen size of §.43 Inches, the users will enjoy
using this screen size. The smarphone Oppo F21 Pro's
graing ko have & Tull HD plus resodulion of 1080 x 2400 Pixels,
And also in thia device, there is a powerful GPU called
Adrono 619 undar the hood of this smardphone, The 3ol of
the amariphone paired with 8 gioabytes of RAM means that
the upcoming smartphone F21 Pro 5G by Copo is having to
be very fast In i execution, The intemal storage Is 128
gigabytes which is enough to store 8 huge amount of data
Tor future usage. The Oppa Pro 56 has golt a Triphe Camera
satup. The main lens of the setup will be &4 megapixels
along with 2 megapixels and 2 megagioels, a lens o caplure
excellent photography. The front-facing of Oppo F21'8 Pro
5G will be a single camera of 16 megapixels. The
amariphone has got an under-display, optical fingerprint
sansor lo secure your data. The ballery of the phone is also
a massive ona, The amariphone F21 Pro 5G s fusted with
{Li-Po Mon-removabla), 4500 mAh battery to get encugh
backup time and the smartphane got a Fast charging of
AW, Now Samsung and other smartiphone companias will

b booking Lo bring features like Pro 5G

iy

Calme

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWWVGA Screen
5.0 inches

1950 mAh

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GB Free

microSD Card (supports up 64GB)
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Infinix Note 8
Rs.29,999

¥

Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Corlex Redmi Note 11

-AT5 + 6 % 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55) 201 Iz AMOLED Moneer
Cnapdragon® &80
. T It !;(;%ﬁ JLED DotDisplay
7= IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen 33W Pres fast charging
Dlspl_ay 16M Colors, Multitouch e

7.0 Inches

ATHLINOW

Quad Camara: G4 MFP, (wide)

m el JNT3, PDAF + 2 MP,
-amera {macra) + 2 MP, {depth)

+ 2 MP, Quad LED Flash

smd [V1D0S

e ]
[T -

L L -
Ea-tlaw (Li-Pa Non removable), 5200 méh 0 O
s - Fast batiery charging 18W 2 T

s J2/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM
Mﬂﬂ'lﬂf_'f_ microSD Card, {supports
: up to 256GB)

it 41h ERELY

= 12368 Buillin, 6GB RAM
GEEVHERY |0 Card, (supports up lo 25668}

Irspire Posssbiiligs Rs. zﬁrggg

05 =-89O0L

=
. Octa-care (2 x 2.05 GHz Corlex-
E N ' O ATE + 6 x 2.0 GHz Corlex-AS5)
' =wwwsm 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
= 9 UN L’ M l TE & DlSplE}‘ Capacitive Touchscreen,
= \ 16M Colors, Mullitouch
ZI AUDIO & VUDEO
= .72 PDAE + 8 MP, (i)
1172, + \ (ultrawide),
m % 1/4.0% + 2 ME. 2.4, [macro) +
= 2 MP, ff2 4, [depih), Quad LED Flash
) 1 (Li-Po Mon removable), 4500 mAh
% Standbyupto 26 days
= Talktime:upto 36 hours
3000mAh :
POPOn 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
2.4"screen m microSD Card,
DiERLAY {supporis up to 256GB)
o LIBH Tr!- h ~ ]
- Accelerometear, Compass, Face Linkoak,
Features sty i
P Fingergeint {side mounted), Proximity
DO 1|
www.gfivepaskistan . com _/.

Ocean 9 Black(2GB)

[
R
P
=
Z
=
-
@

o+ 8,650 : =7

Snapdragon® 680 |
Large &.71" display

VGO Tel

Q¥
A *4via

e,
o,
= g Quad-core 1.3 GHz
R R5.32,999 GPU: Mali-400 MP
.32,
N ey
12.7 em {5.0)
Sansors : Proximily, G-Sansor
Light Sensor
g

2500 mih {Li-ion Battery)

SOOOmAH Eattery Sy

Suppurts 104
TakLoharng

(FENMEI LI
A8 KGII1f
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CAMON 18 Premier
Rs:59, 999

Tecno Camaon 18 Premier - Mid-Ranger Of The Tecno
Tacna is launching its allnew Caman 18 which has gol a
menlker Premier at the end, The Chinese company Tecno is
working on the new smartphone, which was spotted on
Googie Play Consale. The coming phane model nurmbar s
TRCNO-CHY, and itwil be called Tecno Camon 18 Premier.
Tha smarlphons will be empowered by a powaerful chipsel
calked Helio G236 SoC. This |s ane of the latest chipsets in the
market, and o give mora power to this Tecno's Camon 18
Pramier It has an Octa-Core processar ngide the handsaet,
The handzet has got AMOLED Touchscreen and there is a
big screen size of 6.7 Inches, the users will anjoying wsing
this screen size. The smartphane Tecno Camaon 18's geling
to have a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixsls, Also
in this device, there is a powerful GPU called Mall-G57
wnder the hood of this smarphone. The SoC of the
smariphona paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM maans that the
upcoming smarphone Caman 18 Premier by Tecno s
having to be very fastin its execution. The internal storage is
256 gigabytes which is enough Lo slore a huges amount of
data for future usage. The Tecno 18 Premier has got a Quad
Camera selup. The main lens of the setup will ba B4
megapixels alorg with 12 megaplxels, and 2 megapixels,
the lgns to capfure excelent photography. The front-facing
of Tecno Camon's 18 Premier is loaded wilh a 32
magapixals front-selfie camera setup. The smarphona has
gaot a fingerprint sensor to secure your data. The battery of
the phone is also & massive one. The smariphone Caman
18 Premier is fusled with (L-Po Non-removable), 4 750 mih
balinry to gel enough backup ime and the smariphong gol a
Fast charging. Now Samsung and other smartphone
companies will be looking to bring features Fue 18 Pramier.

Tecno Spark 8C 4GB
Rs: 2 499

Tecno Camon 19 Pro

Rs:49 999

Tacno Camon 19 Pro- Naw—Seu'las DrSmarlph-nneE H\"'-
Tecno Is working on a new Caman 19 which has got a
moniker Pro at the end, Chinese manufacturer Tecno ks
launching & new saries of emartphones. Last year Tecno
has unveded Camon 18 series, now the company is
preparing its successar which will be cafled Teeno Caman
19 Pro. The new smartphone will be powersd by the
MediaTak Helio G396 chipsel. This is a powerful chipsat that
will smpower the upeaming smafphone Tecna's Camon 19
Fro to provide the user with high-end perdformance, and
also there is an Ccia-Core processor undar the hood of this
smariphore. The upcoming new Tecno Camon 19's going
to have 6.8 Inches which is a massive screen, and fo
provids the user with full HD plus the rescfution of 1080 x
2460 Pxels. And there is an PS5 LCD Capacilive
Touchscreen display, also there is a powerful GPU of Mal
The new Camon 18 Pro by Tecno i having an upcoming
smartphone with B gigabyles RAM, which is the highast
point of RAM used in this smarlphone so you can say that
your phone s going to run at 8 super-fast speed bacause of
ils powarful RAM. The bulli-in storage capacity of the Tecna
19 Pro is 256 gigabybes which means that the capacity of
your data is unlimited, On the rear of the smariphane, there
iz & Triple Camera setwp. The main sensor of Tecno
Camon's 19 Pro will be 84 megapixels, 50 megapixals
along with the Al sensor. Tha selfie shooter of the phome will
b 32 megapixels. For this purpose upcoming smartphone
Camon 19 Pro is having a side-mounted fingerprint reader
o secure the data on the smariphone and only allow the
authorzed person, The device will be fueled with a Nan-
removabie Li-Po 5000 mah battery that will camy support
for Fast charging of 33W. Samsung and other lech giants
will face serious competition when the coming smartphone

~

Tecno Spark 8C 4G8 - A Spark-Series Phone |
Tecno is introducing & new Spark 8C which has gota moniker)
4GE al the and, The smartphone company Tecng is unvaiing
a new davice in its Spark series. The upcoming smariphone
will be launched in Seplember this year, the coming handsed|
will be a mid-range device. The newcomer will ba cafed)
Tecro Spark BC 4GB, This device got a Chepset of Unisoc
TEDG o give more power ko this dovice and i has an Ocla-|
Core processor inside the phone to make the device ultra)
fast Also, there is a GPL of ARM Mali-G57 undaer the hood of |
this Tecno's Spark 8C 4GB. The coming device has gota 6.6
Inches big soreen size and 1Twil provide the user with TuS HD|
plus the resolution of T20 = 1612 Pixels. The new Tecno|
Spark 8C's golng to have an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display that is the latest one and well known for|
its outstending results. This handset will be paired with a

gigantic RAM capacity of 4 gigabyles, The chipsel and l.‘ha

RAM capacity of the Spark 8C 4GB by Tecno show that it will|

enable the user o execute hings wilh the Lm'ﬂlﬂg hanﬂsc"
within seconds. The intemal storage capacity of the

smarphane Is 128 gigabytes that are encwgh to stare a huga|
amount of data for future use. The Tacno 8C 4GB will come|
equipped with & Dual Camera setup. The main sensor of the |
handsel will be 13 megapixels, and another one is a QVGA]
sensor. The seffie shooter of the smartphone will be &
megapaeis. In this upeoming now Tecno Spark’s 8C 4GE, |
you will find & rear-mounted sensor to protact your data from |
loss, The batlery of this upeoming new smariphane Spark 80
4GB s 5,000 mAh to give full-day use to the usars. also thare)
Is & Battery charging 10W. This handset BC AGE will give

through time 1o its compatitors ke Samsung and olhers. |

18 Prowill release. J

Huawei P30
Rs:89. 999

Huawei P30 - Terminalor Series! ™
Omce again Huawed surprized with P30 intra which ssems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
|5 developing and soon A wil be avallable in the market,
So if the give info s correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smariphors with lalest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones, Huawe's P30 have 1o make himsall sirong
because Samsung has announced a whole aeres of
smariphones that gonna toughen the compedition for this
phone but it seams that as usual Huawel F30's unigue
dasign will beal is rivals and gonna rank in highar class
eagdy, Mate series of tis brand is atill in plpefine and yet
they have created hype that Huawsi P-series P30
smartphone is on Bs way too. Display of the phone is 8.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscraan which s
capaclive and smooth Tor serolbng. Huswei has decded
fo equip the display of the P30 with FHD resalution and
wer will e a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Interna! storage of the phone = consist of 128
GB and storage capacily of P30 is expandabla with help of
an additional 50 card with & capacity of 256 GB 50 card,
In today's world camara seems to be strong selling poind
far smartphones that's why the new P30 & coming with
fripke camara seiup on the back and as usual this cameara
selup is going Lo beat everyone in its class doe 1o its Al
technology which is parfact in every way. P30 gonna coma
up with single 32 MP lens an the frant asmed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Arlificial Inledigence i also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawel which can easlly sense the type of ebject and it
can use its inlolbgence to mprove the guality of the piclure
according o the gven scenanio. Chip used in Huawsl P30

)
Tecno Camon 19 Neo
Rs:37.99%9
Ecnu Camungﬁ-uu :P'_O-M_rcr-l'\'_,angcr - \'

Tecno is working on & Camaon 19 which has got a moniker
Meo at the and. The company is launching a new
smartphone n its Camon serles, The newcomer will be a
budget-friendly phana and will be named Tecno Camon 19
Meo. The smariphone go! a Chipsel of MediaTek Hellio
GAS which is the most powerful chipset and to give mora
power to this handsaet thene is an Octa-Core processor
inside the Tecno's Camon 18 Neo to make the device uitra |
fast Also, there is a GPLU of Mali under the hood of this
smartphone. The display screen size of the amartphone is
6.8 Inchos and It will provide the user with full HD plues the
reschution of 1080 x 2460 Pixels, Tha new Tecno Caman
1%'s having an IP5 LCD Capacitive Touchscrean display
that Is the latest one and well known for ts outstanding
rasults. The handset will be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacily of 6 gigabyles. The chipset and the RAM capacily
of the Caman 19 Neo by Tecno show that it will enable the
user ko wopcube things with this smafphone within
seconds. The internal storage capacity of the amartiphone
is 128 gigabyles which is enough o sfore a huge amount
of data for future use and the device gol & microSD
dadicated slot. On the rear of the Tecno 19 Meo, there is a
Triple Camera setup. The maln sensor of the handaat wil
be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixels, and 2 megapixels. Tha
selfie shooter of the phone is 32 megapixess, 1o make
taking selfies easier and more attractive. The Tecno
Camon's 19 Neo is having a side-mounted, oplical
fingerprint reader to secure the data on the smariphone
amd only allows the authorized person, The Caman 19
Meo will be fusled with & Non-removable Li-Po 5,000 mah
baitery that will carry support for Fast charging. Samsung
ard other tech glants will face sericus compatition whan
o0

the coming 19 Neo will releass.

is Kirin 880 which s bast chipsat yat availabla. J

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,56,300

1509 x /5.7 x B.3mm
(5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33 in)

= 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
815102 |PS LCD capacitive

touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide}, 1/2.55"
,Ldpm, dual pixel PDAF, 0I5

12 MP. 1124, 13mm {ultrawide)

Standby:N/A
Talk Time:Upto 17h
Music Play:Upto 65h

Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No

METI"IDTY Internal:128GB

Fece ID, accelerameter, gyro, proxméy
Z=EEE] | compass, barometer, Sid natursl
language cammands and dictation
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2l Oriy Phone Back Call Dptian

Tl

fiern  Gas

MEsecEsE 144" Inch ':.'P':’I

Dzl Sime Suppored
1200eniH Battery
Wireless FM Radio

Smart Led Torchlight

White Call / Black Call Oplion
Dty Phone Book Cal Oplian

MAGIC
STAR

1.67neh Disglay

1200mad Baltery

Fowerful Speaker

‘Wireless FM Radia

Emar Camera

White Call ! Black Call Option
Bl foath Dister

L-106 Lite

1.8 Inch Display

1200maH Batiery

\Wreless FM Radio

White Call ¢ Black Call Dpbion
Blue taoth Dialer

Oy Phane Book Call Option

e M | 786

Bl Foweril Speaker
ol Smart Camera

g Eiue boath Dialer

MOBILE

MAGIC
POWER

1.3 Inch Display
00D Ballery

1.6%Inch Diaplay
1200mAH Baltery
Pawerful Speaker
‘Wirnless FM Radio
Smant Camera
‘White Call / Black
Call Dption

Biua tooth Digker
Only Phone Bock
Call Cpiticn

POWER
PLUS

Wiradess P Riadio
\hite Call / Biack Cail Oplion

Only Phone Sook Call Dotan

POWER
STAR

1 8nch Cisplay 1. B'Inch Display
3 Sive Supported Dual Sive Supported
1200mAH Baltery IDC0mAH Batiery

Wiraless FM Radic

\hile Call J Black Call Ciplian
Blue faoth Diaer

Only Phone Book Call Dpdon

Wireleas P Radia

While Call ! Blsck Call Opfion
Blue iooth Cialer

Cinly Phona Book Call Dption

L-787

1 8%inch Display 1.8 Inch Display
Dwal Sims Supponad Crial Sime Supparted
1200 Bamery HD Camers

Wirglass FM Radio
\White Csll / Black Call Optien
Biue toelh Dialer

Gy Fhone Book Gall Cption

1200maH Battery

Wirakess FM Redio

White Call f Black Call Oplion
Blue: boath Diater

B | Oniy Phore Book Call Oplich

L-788

L-105

1.447Inch Dispiay
Dual Sims Supported
1200maH Battary

‘Wireless FM Rado

Smart Led Torchight

‘iwhite Cafl / Back Call Cptian
Only Phors Book Call Cedon

POWER

2.4°Inch Display
I000mAH Baflery
Perwerful Big Speaker
Wreless FI Radio
Sman Camara

‘While Call  Black Call Oplion

Biue looth Diaker

Dby Prome Book Cal Gpbion

3000epro

POWER-4

2.4%Inch Dasplay

J000mAH Batany

Powerful Big Spesker
Wireless FM Radio

Smar Camara

White Cail | Black Call Oplion
Blhie foot Diaker

Cinky Phone Book Cal Opbion

Pakistan 1st Online Activation 15 Months Warranty Phones
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2 A" Irch Display
H000mb Battery
Powertul Big Speaker
| Wiraless FM Radio
St Cansera

HUNGAMA
INE

SMART
POWER

18 Tnch Display

A000mAH Eatiery

Fowertul Spaaker

Veireliess FM R

Srawl Camera

Wihite Call / Biack Call Ciphan
Blua oot Disler

Cinly Phane Book Call Cpion

L-108

1.8%inch Display

Dual Sims Supponed

1200mAH Battery

‘Wirgless FM Racio

‘Wnita Call / Black Call Dption
Blua tocth Dialar

Qniy Phane Boos Call Option

Wit Call ! Black Cal Opbon

Blum toath Cealer
Cndy Phore Book Call Qiption
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J PAKISTAN MOBILE PHONE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION

m—ry

Annexure A

Pakistan Mobile Phone Manufacturers Association (PMPMA)

Recommendation of LC Quota for Import of CKD kits in September 2022

S. NO NTN NAME LC QUOTA (SEP-22)
1 |7944374-2 SSH TELECOM SMC PRIVATE LIMITED $3,279,672
2 |e617207-2 BAZZ MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE LIMITED $2,558,400
3 |A227135-2 TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS PRIVATE LIMITED $2,460,000
4 |7952752-1 BELLCO TRADING COMPANY PRIVATE LIMITED $1,210,000
5 |7921645-7 DEPLOY PVT LIMITED $1,200,000
6 |7373335-4 UNITED COMMUNICATION PVT LIMITED $840,000
7 |1762423-1 SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LIMITED $750,000
8 |7974582-6 INFOCOM GADGETS PRIVATE LIMITED $630,000
9 |8049304-1 CLUB MOBILE PRIVATE LIMITED $600,000
10 |8661751-7 PREMIER CODE PRIVATE LIMITED $545,000
11 |7017866-8 DIGNIFIED TECHNOLOGY PRIVATE LIMITED $440,000
12 |8153389-1 YOUNG TECH PRIVATE LIMITED $395,000
13 |6560537-5 G FIVE MOBILE PRIVATE LIMITED $379,128
14 |6909235-7 A S TELECOM PRIVATE LIMITED $200,000
15 |5240056-4 FAYWA TRADING PRIVATE LIMITED $160,000
16 7989177-3 POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY PRIVATE LIMITED $152,000
17 |4975448-5 ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE LIMITED $150,000
18 |8867298-3 RAWDAS PRIVATE LIMITED $100,000
19 |8274482-8 ALPHA ENETWORK PRIVATE LIMITED $100,000

20 |8355137 HIGH STAR MOBILE PRIVATE LIMITED $70,000
21 |A326352-3 BELI TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE LIMITED
22 |4900996-6 PILLAR INFOCOM PRIVATE LIMITED
TOTAL FOR 2G MANUFACTURERS $16,219,200
1 |5318575-7 TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS PRIVATE LIMITED $13,726,800
2 |7357373-8 LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED $13,284,000
3 8058264-1 EXERT TECH PRIVATE LIMITED $11,808,000
4 |as05300-8 COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY PRIVATE LIMITED $10,824,000
s |a7a9686-4 SELECT TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE LIMITED $8,856,000
6 |7372598-5 INOVI TELECOM PVT LIMITED $5,863,000
7 |4349113-8 AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LIMITED $2,419,000
TOTAL FOR 3G/4G MANUFACTURERS $66,780,800
GRAND TOTAL $83,000,000
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on

Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra l n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Talcommirication it

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Mi 4K Laser Projector 150"

Ultra-short throw distance, a massive screen for your home

4K picture Massive 150" screen Ultra-short throw ALPD® 3.0
Realistic picture Smart cooling High-fidelity audio Smart Solution
P Mi Laser Projector 150"

Ultra-short throw distance,a massive screen for your home

— 7 =N
s =
Light machine module Cooling system
Stereo Speakers Android module
DLP module Power source

é

Human body sensor

Extensive high-end interface configuration
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USB drive TVbox  Video g;ime Speaker  Microphone Laptop Ehl-‘;. -
console




vivo X80 -

Photography. Redefined.
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