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l.ditor’s
Note

Aramco oil
refinery in
Gwadar

In the Gwadar region of Balochistan, Saudi Arabia has chosen the
location to construct a $12 billion Saudi Aramco Oil Refinery unit with
an oil refining capacity of 500,000-600,000 barrels a day. However, in
view of the fact that the system does not have the capacity for two
new oil refineries, it is likely that Saudi Arabia, UAE and Pakistan will
jointly set up a new oil refinery in Pakistan with an output of five lakh
barrels per day.

The present government made substantial efforts to convince the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) to honour earlier commitments
and increase its financial support for Pakistan. The Shehbaz Sharif
government has also expressed its support to Saudi Arabia, which is in
conflict with the US over a decline in the world’s oil supplies.

Khalid Al-Falih, the Energy Minister of Saudi Arabia, arrived in
Pakistan over the weekend and checked the location of the proposed
oil metropolis by visiting the deep-water port of Gwadar.

Al-Falih, interacting with reporters, said: “Saudi Arabia wants to
make Pakistan's economic development stable through establishing
an oil refinery and partnership with Pakistan in the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).”

The Saudi official, who also serves as the chairman of Saudi
Aramco’s board, said Saudi Arabia and Pakistan have excellent
bilateral ties and that Saudi Arabia “will play a role in Pakistan’s
development and prosperity through investment.”

In the last week of November, a high-ranking team from the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, led by the Crown Prince, will visit Pakistan.

The coalition government of Pakistan also wants China to help it
with the development of a second refinery on the CPEC strip. During
the upcoming visit of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to China, he is
very likely to present Beijing with the necessary plans in this regard.

Currently, there are five players operating in the oil refining sector
in Pakistan including, Pak-Arab Refinery Limited (PARCO), Attock
Refinery Limited (ARL), National Refinery Limited (NRL), Pakistan
Refinery Limited (PRL) and Cnergyico Pk Limited (CPL). All of
the refineries are hydroskimming, except PARCO which is a mild-
conversion refinery.

Pakistan's oil refining capacity is about 450,000 barrels per day
(BPD), equivalent to 20 million tons per annum.

The product slate typically comprises of energy products ie.
Naphtha, Motor Gasoline (MS), High-Speed Diesel (HSD), Furnace
Oil (FO), Kerosene, Jet fuel (JP-1&JP-8), High-Octane Blending
Component (HOBC), Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG), Light Diesel
Oil (LDQ), and non-energy products.

Historically, local refineries have supplied about 60% of the
country’s requirements of Diesel, 30% of Motor Gasoline and 100%
of Jet fuel for defence. The rest is imported as refined products.
Pakistan has been importing a significant volume of petrochemicals,
worth more than USD 2 billion annually, as there is no primary
petrochemical production facility in Pakistan.
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Trivializing women

In my opinion, all Pakistani drama serials follow the same
formula. They show the problems faced by women in detail
focusing on the sufferings and distress a woman undergoes
in her life. However, the issues the women are shown facing
in the dramas, in my view, are quite trivial in nature.

I would like to request the playwrights and producers of the
TV dramas to create different and positive drama serials
which show the power and talent of women and take a
serious approach to solve their problems keeping in view the

genius and prowess the women have been gifted with.

Shahrvar Khan Baseer P Engr, Peshawar

Legalization of tinted glasses

Due to global warming, summer temperatures in many
countries, including Pakistan, have gone up sharply over
the years, and the trend i1s continuing. With this change in
the climate, the use of tinted car window glasses of certain
specifications has now been declared legal in many countries,
especially those hit badly by the warm and humid climate.
Even Middle Eastern countries, where the traffic laws are
quite strict, have, of late, allowed the use of tinted glasses as
a measure to protect citizens from the hot weather conditions.
In Pakistan, although the use of tinted glasses on vehicles
is illegal. the facility is available to the elite and influential
segment of society who consider themselves above the law,
and the law-enforcement agencies, especially the traffic
police, do not dare to check them, to foster their belief they
are above the law.

As a result, ‘ordinary’ citizens using tinted glasses on their
vehicles are stopped on the roads and fined, while vehicles
belonging to politicians, government and police officials
as well as influential people continue to move around
freely with tinted glasses on. This is discrimination which
the Constitution of Pakistan has strictly discouraged under
Article 25.

Tinted glasses also protect the car’s occupants from the
harmful ultraviolet rays of the sun that may cause skin
ailments. Moreover, they also provide a certain degree of
privacy to women inside the vehicles, a safeguard which is
necessary these days when street crime across the country,
especially in large cities, 1s rampant.

The benefits of having tinted glasses on car windows
outweigh the risks therefore, it is high time the government
revisit its policy about the decades-old ban on their use.

Aamir Malik, Karachi

Tax on gl‘een E‘I]E‘I'gy

This is with reference to the planned tax on the solar power
system in Pakistan. By levying a tax on solar equipment,
the country will surely take a huge backward step that will
nullify every effort, made so far, to encourage the use of
green energy. Undeniably, the government is deep down in a
financial crisis and is trying to squeeze additional revenues
from wherever it can. However, the long-term implications
of such policy decisions are probably not been given any
thought.

Saniva Hafeez, Lahore

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

Surging cases of dengue

Of all the seasonal diseases, dengue is becoming the most
dangerous. It is spread by the mosquito type Aedes that
breeds and sucks blood in the daytime.

The symptoms of dengue and some other common diseases
are almost the same. The clinical eye cannot differentiate
between influenza fever and dengue, resulting in many
deaths. The best solution is to control and eliminate the
breeding of dengue larvae and for that end, the municipality
should start a mosquito fumigation drive at the earliest.
According to the Sindh Health Department, 3,667 dengue
cases have been reported across the province so far this
season. Of them, 3,273 have been in Karachi alone.

It 1s believed that the type of dengue virus strain prevalent
in the city this year requires mega platelets for treatment
because manual platelets are not effective. The relevant
authorities should take necessary action to overcome the
crisis before it turns into an epidemic.

Hafsa Mehmood, Islamabad

Dark side of Al

At present Artificial Intelligence (AI) is an enormous
technology and every country wants this technology but only
a few have reached this advancement so far. The AT operates
when a programmer feeds data to robots and machines. They
work like humans but they are machines. Can a man-made
thing destroy its owner? If we give the power to think and
create to robots then what difference will remain between
human intelligence and AI?

Mubeen Jamali, Nawabshah

Cyber warfare threats in Pakistan

In the modern era, the concept of war has been revolutionized
due to rapid advancements in technology. Cyber security
along with its pros and cons is contributing increasingly to
modern warfare. It is a bitter truth but it must be admitted, no
government in Pakistan has ever focused on the improvement
of cyber security. Consequently, we paid premium costs for
it in the past. Recent audio leaks of the Prime Minister and
others that were allegedly stolen and being sold on the dark
web are clear evidence of this. Sensitive information of
prominent personalities has been compromised in the past as
well that ultimately put national security concerns at stake.
In fact, there are several incidents in the past that can be
cited in this approach. Hacking of sensitive data of FBR and
NADRA in 2021 are two prominent instances of such cases.
According to leading global cyber security firms, such
as Symantec, Pakistan 1s among the ten most vulnerable
countries intheworldwithrespecttocybersecurity operatives.
Furthermore, the rate of cybercrimes exacerbated to 83% in
the country within the last three years to data computed by
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) and Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA). Needless to say, these are
alarming figures that, if not controlled, will go up much.
They clearly evident that Pakistan is fast becoming a strong
victim of cyber warfare. Government should emphasize
developing its cyber security industry indigenously so that
in the near future it could secure both its civilian and military
infrastructure. Moreover, Pakistan’s ability to wage a strong
offensive campaign within the realm of cyber warfare can
be augmented by such steps that would go a long way in
helping lay the foundations to build something greater.

Saif Ur Rehman, Lahore

‘We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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o lessen its reliance on edible oil imports,
Pakistan needs to plant canola on a large
scale. This will help the country save its
foreign reserves.

In Pakistan, canola is the most significant brassi-
ca crop cultivated for oil seed. It has a high oil con-
tent of 44-46%. Additionally, its meal contains 38-
40% of protein with a full spectrum of amino acids.

DrEhsanUllah Khan, a senior scientific officer
at National Agriculture Research Centre (NARC)
said canola mustard is a profitable crop due to its
high productivity, and it has the potential to help re-
duce the country’s import bill.

“Canola oil is a cheaper and healthier cooking
oil on the market, and the leftover canola meal from
oil extraction is a valuable source of high-protein
meal for livestock,” he said.

“This season we will grow canola on 100 to
200 acres of land. We produced approximately 50
tonnes of canola this year, and we ended up with
about 30 tonnes of canola seed after washing and
grading. A healthy crop can produce roughly 100
maunds per acre which can help boost our oil pro-
duction,” he said.

DrEhsan said a good harvest of canola can be
produced with timely cultivation.

“All types of soils, except sandy and beech for-
est soils, are suitable for canola crop cultivation.
good,” he said.

In Pakistan, canola is the most
significant brassica crop
cultivated for oil seed. It has a
high oil content of 44-46%.
Additionally, its meal contains
38-40% of protein with a full

spectrum of amino acids

“Our climate and fields are ideal for growing
canola, which is done by drilling, and 1.5 to 2 kg
seeds are used per acre. The seeds shouldn’t be bur-
ied deeper than 1 to 1.5 inches,” he added.

DrEhsan said canola crops typically need irriga-
tion three to four times. After one month of harvest-
ing, water is needed for the first time. The second
time is during the blossoming stage and the third
time is when the seed is formed.

Very commonly, the canola crop comes under
attack from aphids, bugs, and earth mites. Attacks
by aphids intensify as plants bloom. Their attacks
lessen if wheat is grown in a few rows next to the
canola crop.

Canola-quality rapeseed variants produce su-
perior oil for human consumption, and their meal
makes superior animal and bird feed. It is grown in

. all of Pakistan's provinces on a total of 26.02 thou-

sand hectares of land, with an annual production of
102,000 tonnes (2018-19).

“Pakistan’s annual requirement of edible oil is
about five million tons, whereas only 30% is locally
produced,” DrEhsan mentioned.

“If farmers cultivate canola according to in-
structions of agro-scientific researchers, they can
earn higher yields with less input cost, which will
increase their income,” he said, “scientists must en-
sure that the innovations and new technologies they
develop reach the farmers.”

Meanwhile, after successfully promoting the
sowing of hybrid rice in Pakistan which brought
prosperity to the farmers and enhanced the crop
size, Guard Agricultural Research and Services
(Pvt) Limited has joined hands with another Chi-
nese food giant, Litong Food, to promote the sow-
ing of high-yielding hybrid chillies in Pakistan over
an area of 8,000 acres of land.

Under the umbrella of the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) agriculture programme,
both companies have plans to grow Chinese hybrid
chillies and then export all the production back to
China. The initial estimate of the export potential

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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Pakistan can meet
edible oil need by
large scale canola

plantation

All types of soils, except sandy and beech forest soils, are
suitable for canola crop cultivation. This crop yields higher
if the irrigation supplies are good. Our climate and fields are
ideal for growing canola, which is done by drilling, and 1.5 to 2
kg of seeds are used per acre. The seeds shouldn’t be buried
deeper than | to 1.5 inches

of this joint project is US$ 500-550 million.

As per the initial negotiation between the two
sides, Litong Food in collaboration with the Guard
Group of Pakistan will sow high-yielding hybrid
chili crop over 3,000 acres of land during the com-
ing season while another 3,000 acres will be sown
on its own in Pakistan.

As per the plan, this area under the chili crop
will be increased to 200,000 acres of land in the fu-
ture. Setting up a processing plant after achieving
50,000 metric tons of hybrid chili production and
a breeding station to ensure the transfer of technol-
ogy to chili production is also part of the proposed
collaboration.

Guard Agricultural Research & Services (Pvt)
Ltd, Executive Momin Ali Malik said that the Chi-
under its CPEC projects in agriculture & livestock.
Litong has been selected for agriculture while Royal
Company has been selected for livestock projects.

He said his company is already experimenting
with the sowing of high-yielding hybrid chili seeds
produced by another Chinese company ‘Paprika’ in
Pakistan for the last six years and got very encour-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

aging results. He claimed that the Chinese company
keeping in view the track record of successful pro-
motion of hybrid rice, chili and tomatoes contacted
them to work in collaboration with them.

It has also been planned to set up a 500 acres
model farm in Southern Punjab which will start
working by the end of October after the signing of
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
both companies. Sixty per cent of the planned 5,000
acres of land will be in Badin, Tando Muhammad
Khan, Kunri, Matli and MirpurKhas areas of Sindh
while 40 per cent will be in Multan, Bahawalpur and
Rahim Yar Khan in South Punjab.

‘Hybrid Chili gives three picking per sowing and
a production of 600 maunds per acre in contrast to
traditional varieties which give only 200 maund per
acre,’ said Momin Ali Malik adding, contracts will
be made with the interested farmers on a buy-back
guarantee of their crop. Farmers will get the mar-
ket rate plus a premium for their products under this
agreement.

i of Litong Food will be visiting Paki-
stan soon to sign anMoU in this regard, Malik con-
cluded. m
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proper tourism policy.

needs to work ¢ e The stakeholders in the

e ittle attention — ===%=

policy and re- sector need to collaborate
frame the entire setup to with each other.

explore the tourism po-
tential of Pakistan and
attract the maximum
number of foreign tour-
ists to the country.

“Despite all magne-
tism and opportunities
in the tourism sector, the
inflow of foreign tourists
is far less than the actual
potential. It is very im-
portant to devise and en-
force a proper policy to
remove the bottlenecks
that would go to make
Pakistan a hub of tour-
ism,” Mubarak Hussain,
Chief Executive Officer
of Karakorum Explorers
(Pvt) Ltd, told the media.

He said that the hos-
pitality and tourism seg-
ments of the economy
were rapidly becoming
the core agenda of coun-
tries around the globe to
earn maximum foreign
exchange. “Many inter-
national organisations
and hotel chains are also
offering attractive pack-
ages, training, and op-
portunities to become a
part of this chapter of the
economy,” he added.

There are many types
of tourism including
eco-tourism, adventure
tourism, archaeology
and heritage tourism, etc.
Fortunately, every type
of adventure including
paragliding, hunting, and
skiing-yachting is avail-
able in Pakistan for tour-
ists.

Mubarak Hussain said
that quick visa processing
for foreign tourists, swift
approval of No Objec-

can make Pakistan
tourism hub

\I_u.-.g;J - -wt i

eI

By removing the bottlenecks, Pakistan can earn a handsome
amount of foreign exchange from the tourism and hospitality
sector. In the year 2020, the total value of the tourism and
hospitality segment of the economy in Pakistan was $20
billion. It is projected to grow at a compound annual growth

rate (CAGR) of 3% by 2026

“All this is to rethink

the new dimensions of
tourism which are not
just focusing on econom-
ic growth but also aimed
at inclusive growth for
the long-term benefits of
the people of the coun-
try,” said Aftabur Rah-
man.
PTDC is initiating a
plan to train all the stake-
holders about the conser-
vation of tourist sites and
the standards of hospital-
ity. Pakistan is a country
with a varied list of tour-
ist attractions starting
from the world’s highest
mountains to beautiful
valleys, coastline, histor-
ical and archaeological
sites, rich culture and
landscape.

The tourism econo-
my can generate foreign
exchange for the country.
A good flow of foreign
tourists adds fresh capital
to the country’s economy
and GDP growth. “In-
come from local tourists
only means transferring
money from one pocket
to another in a house. So,
it is important to craft the
initiatives to make our
product qualitative and
attract foreign tourists,”
Aftabur Rahman said.

If the magnificence
and mystery of Pakistan
are high on your travel
bucket list, then these
Beautiful Places in Paki-
stan must be included in
your vacation itinerary.
In comparison to many
other countries, very lit-
tle is known about tour-

tion Certificates (NOCs)

concerning hunting gears

and shipment of trophies, approval of NOCs for
mountain climbers, security, economical but qual-
ity hospitality services, safe travelling facilities,
easy exchange of money, well-trained tour oper-
ators and guides could attract more tourists to the
country.

“These days, air travel towards any destina-
tion in the world is the fastest and easiest way.
Inadequate infrastructure, ineffective policies and
low standards of hospitality are the major issues
relating to tourism in Pakistan that need to be ad-
dressed. Proper maintenance and preparation of
tourist destinations are also important,” he said.

He said that special economic airfares should
be offered to tourists. He said that the government
must announce effective but easy-to-follow poli-
cies to make Pakistan a hub of tourism. “In this
way, not only a lot of entrepreneurs will step into
this industry, but a lot of job opportunities will
also be created,” he added.

By removing the bottlenecks, Pakistan can
earn a handsome amount of foreign exchange
from the tourism and hospitality sector. In the
year 2020, the total value of the tourism and hos-
pitality segment of the economy in Pakistan was
$20 billion. It is projected to grow at a compound
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 3% by 2026.

In the year 2021, Pakistan earned $18 billion
from the tourism industry, which constituted 2.7%

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

of the total GDP growth. Pakistan was ranked
83rd in the Travel and Tourism Development In-
dex 2021. Aftab ur Rahman, Managing Director
of Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation
(PTDC), also stressed the need to remove the im-
pediments in the way of boosting the tourism sec-

There are many types of tourism
including eco-tourism,
adventure tourism, archaeology
and heritage tourism, etc.
Fortunately, every type of
adventure, including
paragliding, hunting, and skiing
yachting, is available in Pakistan
for tourists

tor in Pakistan. “The world has opened up once
again after the pandemic. For the development of
the tourism industry in the country, it is important
to reframe the whole setup and draft a proper pol-
icy,” he told the media.

He said that the removal of all irritants is
very important and very soon PITDC was going
to take the initiative by introducing a new and

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ism in Pakistan. This
makes it utterly dazzling
and more jaw-dropping when you first see it.

Pakistan has it all, from old rulers’ castles to
the sparkling waters of lakes in broad, sweeping
valleys. It's as beautiful as it is unusual and fasci-
nating. From wild mountain passes and surreal
lakes to exquisite mosques and historic fortifica-
tions, Pakistan has some of the most gorgeous
spots on the planet. The majority of people in
Pakistan are kind and friendly. Karachi, Lahore,
Islamabad, Multan, Swat Valley, Hunza Valley,
Naran and Kaghan Valleys, Skardu, and other
northern Pakistani regions are safe to visit.

If you desire to visit Pakistan, it is currently
safe for women and men to travel there. There are
still security concerns in some of the country’s
more isolated parts, but after years of fighting ter-
rorism and violence, many areas in Pakistan are
now safe for people and visitors alike.

Without a doubt! Pakistan is a Muslim coun-
try where women have the same rights as men.
Travelling to Pakistan for women is not a prob-
lem; nonetheless, modest attire is recommended.

In Pakistan, English is widely spoken and
understood. People will always speak English
to you. The majority of the signs are also in En-
glish. Except for a few words, learning the native
language is not required before visiting Pakistan.
But, if you learn some Urdu phrases, it will be
beneficial. m
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Telecom sector suttered most after
agnculture by floods in Paklstan

The telecom operators faced this loss in the terms of towers, equipment, optical fibre cable,
access network, etc., generators, routers, and cables apart from other equipment at telecom sites
which have also been damaged due to standing rainwater and floods. The telecom operators
also suffered revenue losses due to shutdown of telecom sites and networks in flood-hit areas

n recent years, natural disasters like rains and

floods have been on the rise in Pakistan due to

climate change. The country’s economy suffered

a loss of around Rs4 .81 trillion as the protracted
spell of torrential rains and the ensuing floods played
havoc in all four provinces, according to the govern-
ment’s preliminary estimates.

The floods destroyed standing crops worth Rs
364 billion in Sindh, Rs 39 billion in Punjab, Rs 61
billion in Balochistan and Rs 16 billion in Khyber-Pa-
khtunkhwa. The extreme weather conditions have
taken a toll on different sectors, with telecom being
one of the most affected among them. Recently, due
to flooding in different parts of Pakistan, the telecom
sector has incurred losses of over Rs. 17 billion, as per
the initial estimates. The current catastrophic flood-
ing is a huge blow to the already dwindling economy
of Pakistan. The telecom sector is a major contribu-
tor to the GDP of Pakistan and the losses caused by
the flood devastations will be felt by the whole coun-
try, including Telecom. The floods have destroyed in-
frastructure and equipment of the Telecom industry,
and it will take time and a huge sum of money to re-
pair the damages. This will also lead to an increase in
prices for customers, as the companies try to recover
their losses. The Telecom sector has made significant
contributions to the economic growth of the country
and has contributed over Rs. 278.5 billion, to the na-
tional exchequer during the last year, which is indeed
commendable. The telecom sector has suffered over
Rs. 17 billion in losses to its infrastructure and equip-
ment in flood-hit areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Punjab, Sindh and Balochistan while the amount of
damage may exceed the estimate in the time to come.

The companies badly hit by the catastrophe are
Telenor, Zong, Jazz and Ufone. All the telecom op-
erators have submitted the damaged data as per the
directives of the Pakistan Telecomnmmnication Au-
thority (PTA). The PTA has sent a report on the loss-
es of the telecom sector to the Ministry of IT and
Telecomnmumnication.

According to the report, the telecom sector faced
an overall Rs. 17,274.34 million losses during recent
floods. Jazz faced Rs. 7,540 million in losses during
the flood, and Zong incurred Rs. 861.3 million in
damages. Wateen telecom shed Rs. 672 million while
Ufone losses were measured at Rs. 469.2 million.

The country’s top telecom services provider PTCL
faced Rs. 2,283. 84 million in losses, while Telenor
lost Rs. 5,448 million. The telecom operators faced

this loss in the terms of towers, equipment, optical fi-
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bre cable, access network, etc generators, routers, and
cables apart from other equipment at telecom sites
which have also been damaged due to standing rain-
water and floods. The telecom operators also faced
reverme losses due to shutdown of telecom sites and
networks in flood-hit areas. According to the Minis-
try of IT and Telecom, more than 3,800 telecom sites
were affected by the floods, and now all the sites have
been restored. The Ministry has submitted a report
on the losses to the Federal Government which will
decide compensation or other relief to this sector on
the basis of this report. Telenor Pakistan, along with
its parent company, Telenor Group, has pledged PKR.
1.1 billion in cash and in-kind services to support na-
tionwide flood relief efforts. Telenor’s cash donation
comprises voluntary contributions from Telenor Pa-
kistan and Telenor Microfinance Bank employees
and funds from Telenor Pakistan and the Group.

The telecom sector has so far,
suffered over Rs. 17 billion in
losses to its infrastructure and
equipment in flood-hit areas of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab,
Sindh and Balochistan while
the amount of damage to the
Telecom sector may exceed the
estimate in the time to come

Xiaomi Foundation has donated $0.1 million to
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency for flood victims
in Pakistan. Since June, Pakistan’s landscape has
been altered by unabated torrential rains, which sub-
merged approximately one-third of the country under
water, took lives of thousands, and forced millions to
leave their homes to take shelter at safer places.

Vivo Pakistan has announced it will donate Rs.
10 million to the country’s flood victims in the try-
ing moment. The phone maker’s announcement on
Twitter said. Meta, the parent company of Facebook,
‘Whatsapp and Instagram, have announced a dona-
tion of Rs 125 million for flood relief efforts in Pa-
kistan. At a time when people across the country are
joining hands to help countrymen displaced by flood,
telecommunications operators have also extended

their support. In this regard, Jazz, jointly with Jazz-
Cash and Mobilink Microfinance Bank, has pledged
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Rs1 billion for flood relief efforts, the company said
in a statement. The amount includes the provision
of emergency supplies and the extension of telecom
services. For immediate rollout, Jazz will work with
NGOs and the government for the distribution of
medical supplies, the company said.

Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited
Group, the country’s largest telecom services provid-
er, has come forward to aid communities affected by
floods across various provinces of Pakistan through a
relief package worth Rs 1.75 billion. The package in-
cludes donations to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund,
NGOs, provision of free calls in flood-affected areas,
housing loans to displaced people, and medical facil-
ities. Pakistan's telecom regulator and cellular mobile
operators have also joined forces to at least keep the
people of flood-hit areas connected in these tough
times. The PTA, in its recent tweet, has said that the
regular and all mobile operators are extending their
full support to those affected by floods in these rough
times. “CMOs will offer free on-net voice calls with
zero balance in flood-hit areas,” PTA added. In the
wake of the recent unprecedented floods which have
affected millions of people across the country, Zong
4G has announced free-of-cost services to the people
in all affected areas. These free services include free-
of-charge Zong-to-Zong calls for people in flood-hit
areas. Users can subscribe for daily free minutes by
with their loved ones, especially during these tough
times. Being a socially responsible company, Zongen-
sures that not only its employees and their families
are safe, but also that no customer suffers from outag-
es or network lags. An international team of climate
scientists at the World Weather Attribution group
said rainfall in the worst-hit regions had increased as
much as 75% in recent decades and concluded that
man-made activity likely boosted record levels of Au-
gust precipitation in Sindh and Balochistan.

To determine what role global heating played in
the downpours, the scientists analysed weather data
and computer simulations of today’s climate to deter-
mine the likelihood of such an event occurring at the
roughly 1.2 degrees Celsius of warming that human
activity has caused since the industrial era. They then
compared that likelihood to data and simulations of
conditions in the climate of the past — that is, 1.2C
cooler than currently. They found that climate change
likely increased the five-day total rainfall for Sindh
and Balochistan by up to 50%. =
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fter devastating floods, another major

threat lies around the corner. Public

health experts are warning of the rising

isk of mosquito-borne diseases such as

dengue spreading across the country. Dengue dis-

ease spreads among people through the bite of an

infected mosquito. Mosquitoes that cause the den-

gue virus bite during the early day and evening time.

These types of mosquitoes also spread the chikun-

gunya and zika viruses. The best way to avert these

diseases is to take measures to protect the body from
mosquito bites.

‘When the country is already grappling with the
increasing number of dengue cases, the unusually
early and heavy monsoon rains this season have cre-
ated favourable conditions for the breeding of den-
gue mosquitoes.

In many parts of the world, climate change has
brought extreme weather to cause severe and regu-
lar droughts, heatwaves, floods, and heavy rainfall.
The changed weather conditions have also entailed
new diseases. And a recent study has alarmed that
of many infectious diseases likely to worsen with cli-
mate change, mosquito-borne diseases like dengue
will be the most threatening.

Also known as “breakbone fever” because of the
severe pain it can cause, dengue has become the fast-
est-spreading tropical disease in the world. The viral
infection is transmitted to humans through the bites
of female Aedes mosquitoes, which thrive in tropical
and subtropical urban areas.

More than half of the global population is now
at risk of dengue, with 390 million people infected
every year.

The first dengue case in Pakistan was reported
in 1994. And since 2010 it has morphed into an en-
demic. Every year the threat of dengue is rising, but
the regional healthcare facilities have failed to com-
bat it effectively because the healthcare system has to
also fight cholera, typhoid and serious malnutrition
problems that have been erupting due to floods since
2010. If you are facing any similar problems make
sure to consult a general physician.

Many factors contribute to the spread of dengue.
The high temperature in the summer provides con-
ducive conditions for mosquitoes to breed and it has
been identified as an important factor in the spread
of dengue disease. Moreover, there is unregulated
urbanization and environmental sanitation, which
contribute to the increase in waste containers to
provide breeding places for mosquitoes. Additional
factors include overpopulation, lack of clean water,
poor socio-economic conditions and overburdened
healthcare facilities.

When the country is already
grappling with an increased
number of dengue cases, the
unusually early and heavy
monsoon rains this season have
aggravated the problem by
creating favourable conditions
for the breeding of dengue
mosquitoes

Across Asia, countries including Malaysia, Viet-
nam, Singapore and the Philippines are in the midst
of major dengue outbreaks. And experts in Brazil are
alarmed that the recent surge in dengue transmission
is affecting many parts of the country that haven't
previously experienced dengue outbreaks, with 8.7
million Brazilians newly at risk of dengue compared
to five years ago.

The latest report by the UN Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change concludes that warming
temperatures are expanding the geographies suitable
for dengue transmission, and contributed to the glob-
al chikungunya and zika epidemics during the past
decade.

An additional one billion people are projected to
be at risk of dengue fever by 2080. In areas already
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The firstdengue case in Pakistan was reported in 1994 and since
2010 it has morphed into an endemic. Every year the threat
of dengue is rising, but the regional healthcare [acilities have
failed to combat it effectively because the healthecare system
has to also fight cholera, typhoid and serious malnutrition that
have been erupting due to floods since 2010. If you are facing
any similar problems make sure to consult a general physician

affected by dengue, a rise in global temperature
could lengthen the annual transmission season by up
to four months over the next 50 years, driving up case
mumbers. These impacts will be experienced dispro-
portionately by countries and communities which
are already much vulnerable and are less likely to
have access to quality healthcare — and are least re-
sponsible for the upstream causes of climate change.

In March 2022, the World Health Organization
launched a Global Arbovirus Initiative reflecting the
urgent need for coordinated and sustainable strate-
gies to control dengue and other mosquito-borne
viruses. With clear evidence that climate change is
accelerating the emergence and spread of these vi-
ruses, the time for action is now — both for address-
ing the root causes of climate change and to support
commmunities and governments in implementing ev-
idence-based tools for controlling dengue and other
mosquito-borne diseases.

This time around an increased mumber of dengue
cases has been reported in all four provinces and the
Federal Capital of the country. Taking measures to
control the spread of dengue, Punjab Chief Minister
Chaudhry ParvezFlahi has directed the authorities
concerned to vigorously launch the anti-dengue cam-
paign across the province. In this context, necessary
instructions have also been issued to the anti-dengue
cabinet committee. The chief minister has under-
lined the need for proper reporting and monitoring
of the dengue cases and fully focussing on clinical
management with anti-dengue measures.

“The anti-dengue teams should be mobilised at
the local level, they should visit their respective ar-
eas regularly and upload on the dashboard,” he said
and directed deputy commissioners throughout the

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

province to hold daily meetings to review the dengue
situation in their respective districts. He also sought
reports of the meetings and inspections to be sent to
his office regularly. The CM said that work should
be continued during Sundays and other holidays for
the prevention of dengue. The surveillance teams
should pay special attention to hotspots including
parks, and green areas where the anti-dengue spray
is also carried out.

Meanwhile, monitoring of indoor and outdoor
surveillance teams should also be ensured. The
CM said anti-dengue activities must also be seen
throughout the province and not merely in Lahore
or the major cities.

He directed eliminating the breeding spots of
dengue mosquitoes as a priority and that the local
community should also be associated with the den-
gue prevention campaigns. All treatment facilities
should be provided to dengue patients.

He said that negligence in the treatment of den-
gue patients would not be tolerated. Alongside this,
people should be sensitised about measures to pre-
vent dengue, he added.

An anti-dengue drive continues in full swing
across the country and health departments staff
carrying out fumigation and spraying various plac-
es. As part of the drive, the government has formed
teams to eliminate dengue larvae and make people
aware of dengue and precautions against mosqui-
to-borne diseases including dengue and malaria.

Health Department also urged people to avoid
wearing clothes with open sleeves, staying indoors
during sunrise and sunset, using nets on doors and
windows, and using mosquito nets as precautionary
steps. m
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akistan is facing a severe shortage of Panadol

at the moment. The widely used OTC medi-

cine is no longer being produced by its man-

ufacturer, which spells out further doom for
patients of dengue, and flood victims who are in a
dire need of the drug.

Panadol is the brand name of an analgesic and an-
tipyretic OTC medicine commonly used to treat mild
to moderate pain, headache, fever, etc. Glaxosmith
Kline (GSK) is the manmufacturer of Panadol. The
active ingredient in Panadol is Paracetamol or Ac-
etaminophen. Panadol is sold in various forms, in-
cluding tablets, drops, soluble tablets, and supposito-
ries. Moreover, a few variants of Panadol, including
Panadol Extra and Panadol Extend, are also being
sold. In the black market, the Panadol strip sold for
Rs 60 and it is interesting to know that many general
stores sold it secretly. The reason behind the Panadol
shortage is that it's no longer financially viable for its
manufacturer to continue to produce for cost reasons.
The manufacturer has also requested authorities to
increase the price of Panadol by Rs. 1 per tablet but
to no avail. As reported by the Pharmaceutical Man-
ufacturing Association of Pakistan, the Drug Regu-
latory Authority of Pakistan (DRAPF) requested the
increase of Re 1 in the price of per tablet of Panadol
to the Health Ministry. However, the request made
in black and white was turned down by the Federal
Cabinet. Therefore, Panadol’s manufacturer has now
stopped production of the massive 450 million tab-
lets, which it was producing per month. The mamu-
facturer says he cannot sell the medicine at a lower
price than the production cost.

Nowadays, dengue cases and deaths have surged
in Pakistan, with 74% of these cases reported in the
month of September alone. The current surge in the
number of cases is after unprecedented flooding that
began in mid-June 2022 in a large area of the country.
There is a high risk of serious health impacts from
dengue fever and other concurrent disease outbreaks.

Doctors advised the patients to use Panadol alter-
natives they can buy in Pakistan. Paracetamol is sold
under various brand names in Pakistan. Following is
a list of medicines that can be used as an alternative
to Panadol:

Below are the names of some effective alternative
medicines to Panadol that people need to know in
order to tackle the shortage of Panadol in Pakistan.

Pracmol

Pracmol is used to treat pain from severe inflam-
mation. It reduces the pain sensations by combating
the swelling of the tissues. Furthermore, Pracmol is
also recommended to treat moderate to severe body
temperatures. Therefore it can serve as one of the best
alternatives of Panadol.

Pracmol can treat headaches, fever, arthritis, mus-
cle pain and menstrual cramps.

Calpol

Another medication that can serve as the best
alternative to Panadol is Calpol. It is often recom-
mended to relieve pain from backaches, toothaches,

. headaches and nerve pain. Calpol medicine works

by interfering with the brain signals that transmit the
sensation of pain.

Doliprane

The active ingredient of Doliprane is parac-
etamol. This medicine also serves as a potential alter-
native to Panadol. Doliprane effectively treats fever
and muscle pain. It can also be used to ease the pain
of the back during menstruation. But if you are still
suffering from fever for more than 5 days after taking

Vamol

If you are looking for Panadol alternatives, then
Vamol might seal the deal for you. Vamol is a known
analgesic. It relieves severe pains during menstrua-
tion and also works effectively to reduce instances of
inflammation. You can also take Vamol as an OTC
during nasal congestion and cold/flu.

Make sure to consult your primary healthcare
doctors regarding the use of Vamol.

Paracetamol

Paracetamol is a widely recognized painkiller af-
ter Panadol. It blocks the chemical messengers in the
brain thus helping to relieve the pain sensation.

Paracetamol is an effective Panadol alternative
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The active ingredient in Panadol is Paracetamol or
Acetaminophen. Panadol is sold in various forms, including
tablets, drops, soluble tablets, and suppositories. Moreover, a
few variants of Panadol, including Panadol Kxtra and Panadol
FExtend, are also being sold. In the black market, the Panadol
strip sold for Rs 60 and it is interesting to know that many

general stores sold it secretly

that can be used to treat
Headaches
Flu
Cold
Fever
Arthritis
Joint pain
Body aches
Disprol
Disprol is another addition to the list of Panadol
alternatives. This painkiller is used to treat headaches,
to not crush or chew Disprol. The dosage of Disprol
depends on the condition and severity of the pain.
Yet medical consultation is highly requested.
Askprol
Another alternative to Panadol that you need
to know about is Askprol. The active ingredient of

It works by blocking the pathway of the body’s pro-
duction of certain chemicals that might lead to in-
flammation. Ibuprofen is one of the best panadol
alternatives to get rid of pain with an over-the-count-
er-medication.

Codeine

Codeine is another pain-relieving medicine that
can serve as an effective panadol alternative. Doctors
often recommend Codeine in combination with oth-
er drugs to increase the efficacy of this medicine.

Codeine works by disrupting the pain signals that
are formed in the body. But you need to consult your
doctor before taking any medication. This is mainly
because Codeine is a habit-forming medication.

Nurofen

Nurofen is a known medication that is often pre-
scribed to relieve severe headaches. It is also used to

treat dental pain, neuralgia, and period pains. Nuro-

As reported by the Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Association of
Pakistan, the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP)
requested the increase of Re | per in the price per tablet of Panadol
to the Health Ministry. However, the request made in black and
white was turned down by the Federal Cabinet

Askprol is Paracetamol. It works wonders in period
pains and joint pains. Furthermore, Askprol can also
relieve headaches, backaches and cold/flu.

Askprol reduces the instances of fever by increas-
ing the loss of heat from the body. Consult the best
doctors in Bajwa Hospital regarding the careful use
of Askprol.

Ibuprofen

Ibuprofen is a known pain-relieving medication.
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fen is a promising alternative to Panadol. You should
consult with a doctor regarding any risks or warnings
related to Nurofen uses.

There is no doubt in the fact that Panadol is one
of the go-to painkillers. But the recent shortage of
Panadol in Pakistan requires us to update our knowl-
edge on other healthy and effective Panadol alterna-
tives. These medications serve the same purpose of
relieving pain due to inflammation. =
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Finding viable office spaces to provide a comfortable working
environment to its employees is a major concern of businesses
today and this is where the role of co-working comes in.
Workshack aims to provide a solution to all these new initiatives
with the right kind of amenities and comforts with prices falling

within their budget

akistan’s first female-led co-working space

“Workshack’ was recently launched in Is-

lamabad to accelerate women's empower-

ment across the region. This co-working
opportunity is created by the Managing Director
ParvinKhudadad, a single mother and an educa-
tionist for more than 30 years, and CEO ToobaSaad
Khan, an active Board Member of Industrus Pri-
vate Limited and Ex-HR Team Member at US Em-
bassy Employees Association.

A range of amenities such as free internet, free
tea and coffee, electricity with backup, daycare, va-
let parking, TIA-R 3 cloud solution, health coverage
up to Rs. 500,000 per annum per user, corporate
and Business-to-Business (B2B) solutions, shuttle
service, rooftop cafeteria, dedicated cloud support
team and 24/7 surveillance and security are housed
within the space. While availing of these facilities,
women will find a networked community of other
ambitious women with like-minded goals.

Reflecting upon the need for women’s empow-
erment, Managing Director MsParvinKhudadad
commented: “As a single independent mother, I
could foresee that the restrictions associated with
working women and the challenges they encounter
won't be that simple. Therefore, I always wanted to
create such a space for them where they could pur-
sue their businesses and startups smoothly.”

Emphasizing the significance of women's devel-
opment in Pakistani society, the CEO of the foun-
dation MsToobaSaad Khan stated: “Being a moth-
er of a toddler I always wished to start something
of my own after my baby. The stremious work rou-
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tine and time constraints led me to conceptualize
the idea of a co-working space where mothers and
women like me could work stress-free and have no
barriers to entry.”

Talking on the occasion at the opening ceremo-
ny, the Chief Business Officer of Jazz, Mr Ali Na-
seer said: “Jazz has partnered with Workshack to
provide Garaj services for the female-led startups
involved in the co-working space. With organiza-

Chief Business Officer of Jazz,
Mr Ali Naseer said Jazz has
partnered with Workshack to
provide Garaj services for the
female-led startups involved in
the co-working space

tions shifting to a more hybrid model, co-working
spaces are able to provide extensive networking op-
portunities, fuel innovation and deliver a safe space
for entrepreneurs where they are able to network,
learn and boost their businesses.”

Also present at the said ceremony and comment-
ing on partnership with Workshack, Sardar Abu
Bakar, Chief Finance & Digital Officer and SEVP
of Mobilink Microfinance Bank said: “Ecstatic that
‘Workshack is catering to the needs of female entre-
preneurs and budding startups through dedicated
co-working spaces and business solutions. Really
great focus, and innovation potential”
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‘Workshack is now open for business and as their
first community welfare gesture, the much-needed
female-led co-working space has contributed to the
great cause of the flood disaster and announced to
donate its first deposit of customers to flood vic-
tims.

With so many startups and businesses entering
the global market every day, there has been a rising
concern regarding economical workplaces. Rang-
ing from leasing office spaces to paying monthly
bills and rentals, it is becoming very tough for new
ventures to make their way into the industry.

Finding viable office spaces to provide a com-
fortable working environment to its employees is a
major concern of businesses today and this is where
the role of co-working comes in. Workshack aims
to provide a solution to all these new initiatives with
the right kind of amenities and comforts with prices
falling within their budget.

Being a strong supporter of women working
actively in all fields and women empowerment,
Workshack is a place where companies can be fa-
cilitated and provided with a comfortable environ-
ment under the same roof.

Recently, VEON's Jazz operator in Pakistan has
launched ‘Garaj’, a state-of-the-art cloud platform,
to help enterprises through virtualized IT services.

The onshore cloud is a significant step forward
in ensuring that data created in Pakistan is hosted
within the country as well as a key enabler of Jazz's

With an investment of US$6 million planned
in the next few years, Garaj will enable businesses,
public entities and academic institutions, as well as
local start-ups, to further optimize their operation-
al efficiency, capacity and accelerate their growth

The cloud services will be delivered from Jazz's
data center in Lahore and Jazz Digital Park, Paki-
stan’s largest TIA Rated-3 certified data centre that
has received an investment of US$8 million.

“Business innovation, today, requires powerful
technology solutions,” said Syed Ali Naseer, Chief
Business Officer of Jazz.

€L A »
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“Garaj will enable a secure and affordable cloud
experience as more businesses and governments
seek digitalization to capture efficiencies and re-
invent their customer experience. Cloud solutions
will allow for much-needed cost and operational
efficiencies while delivering security and improving
the ease of doing work.”

Traditional IT infrastructures require in-house
server hardware, software licenses, integration capa-
bilities and on-ground employee support. Through
Garaj, companies can forego these additional ex-
penses, and utilize the pay-as-you-grow pricing
model, customizing and scaling plans according to
their growing needs. m
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GCamon 19 Pro shows us how you can style your outfits and device together when it collaborates
with a leading Fashion Label, BTW. This collaboration highlights how the Camon 19 Pro
Mondrian is a fashion statement and can be styled with outfits from BTW!

he new Camon 19 Pro Mondrian is a fash-
ion statement due to its unique design ele-
ments, like the color-changing photo chro-
matic back and a primary 64 megapixel
camera sensor at the back, which has some of the
best features in this price bracket. This primary cam-
era sensor offers a wide range of unique features like
Optical Image Stabilization for those action shots
and provides an RGBW lens, which captures white
light well for those low-light shots at night. The
Camon 19 Pro Mondrian also offers the slimmest
bezels of any handset in the world, at only 0.98mm,
making it classier to hold and a style statement.

TECNO | BTW

"
CAMON 12 Pro

o Tour Likea S in tha g

Being the style statement it is, the Camon 19
Pro has made its way to famous platforms like Til-
Tok. TikTok is one of the most famous platforms
for people in Pakistan to follow trends and be a part
of them. Recently, TECINO collaborated with Tilk-
Tok Influencers, which included Areeka Haq and
Minahil Malik, among others, in what was dubbed
#ColorChangingMobile. In these collaborations,
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the Influencers styled themselves with the TECNO
Camon 19 pro-Mondrian, displayed its beautiful de-

In these collaborations, the
Influencers styled themselves
with the TECNO Camon 19
pro-Mondrian, displayed its
beautiful design, and reiterated
its crucial design elements. This
trend is trending on TikTok as
well as on Instagram reels!

sign, and reiterated its crucial design elements. This
trend is trending on TikTok as well as on Instagram
reels!
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Camon 19 Pro shows us how you can style your
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outfits and device together when it collaborates
with a leading Fashion Label, BTW. This collabo-
ration highlights how the Camon 19 Pro Mondrian
is a fashion statement and can be styled with out-
fits from BTW! The Fusion of Mondrian edition
and the BTW’S outfits were showcased in a DVC,
which cast models known for their sense of fashion.
Some prominent names included Sachal Afzal, Lai-
ba Khan Lodhi, Zahib Malik, and Momina Tariq
Awan. Hamza Vanice, the head designer at BTW,
talked about how the ideology of TECNO and
BTW was the same: both brands were striving to
provide innovative and unique designs to their cus-
tomers.

Camon 19 Pro is the best choice for Fashionistas
looking for a phone that is as good-looking as their
outfit! The Camon 19 Pro Mondrian Edition will
help you stand apart from the crowd and look good.
The price of the TECNO Camon 19 Pro Mondrian
Edition is PKR 51,999, which is available to buy in
both online and offline markets. m
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TCL Group announced its financial re-

sults for the nine months ending Septem-

ber 30, 2022, at the meeting of its Board

of Directors held recently in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE).

PTCL Group has been on the growth trajecto-
ry during the third quarter as its fixed and wireless
streams continued to perform positively.

PTCL Group Financial Performance

*  Revenue has increased by 8% to PKR
110.5 billion YoY, mainly driven by strong per-
formance in the consumer segment led by fixed
broadband, mobile data, and wholesale and busi-
ness solutions, along with microfinance services.

*  The Group’s profitability remained under
pressure due to a significant hike in power and fuel
tariffs, devaluation of the Pak Rupee against USD,
higher interest rates, and other costs associated
with the acquisition of 4G spectrum and related
network rollout. The Group has posted a net loss
of Rs 5.6 billion.

= PTCL continued its growth momentum
by posting 6.7% YoY revenue growth.

= PTML’s (Ufone) revenue grew by 5.4% as
compared to the same period last year.

= UBank achieved a 29.8% growth in its
revenue over the same period last year.

PTCL Financial Performance

=  PTCL'’s revenue of Rs 61.1 billion for the
period is 6.7% higher than in 2021, mainly driven
by growth in broadband and wholesale and busi-
ness solutions segments.

=  The company has posted an operating
profit of Rs 3.2 billion, which remained under
pressure compared to last year mainly due to an
increase in operating costs occasioned by a signifi-
cant hike in power and fuel tariffs.

= Net Profit of Rs 8.2 billion for the period
is 45.2% higher as compared to the same period
of last year. An increase in non-operating income,
due to translation gain on the Company’s forex-de-
nominated assets, dividend income from a subsidi-
ary and gain on disposal of obsolete assets due to
the upgrade and fiberization of the network, has
helped turn the 12.4% decrease in operating profit
level to a 45.2% increase at the net profit level.

PTCL Consumer Business

During the first 3 quarters, the company’s
fixed broadband business grew by 11.7% YoY.
‘Within the broadband business, revenues from
Flash Fiber, the company’s premium FTTH ser-
vice, showed significant growth of 98.7%. IPTV
also showed 8.6% growth Yo¥. The Voice revenue
stream has seen a decline due to lower voice traf-
fic and continued conversion of customers to OTT
services.

PTCL continues to perform consistently with
enhanced customer experience through the com-
pany’s seamless fixed broadband, including the
fastest internet service in Pakistan through the
Flash Fiber brand. PTCL has expanded its FTTH

. services in 3D cities, and the subscriber base has

doubled on a YoY basis as the company continues
to tap into the demand for growing internet and
data services.

PTCL Business Solutions

‘While continuing momentum with overall
YoY revenue growth of 8.8%, the business solu-
tions segment sustained its market leadership
in IP bandwidth, Cloud, Data Center, and other
ICT services. PTCL'’s corporate business grew by
13.0% as compared to last year. Within the whole-
sale business segment, carrier revenue grew by
16.2% but the overall wholesale segment revenue
has declined as a result of the closure of certain
international IP leased circuits. International rev-
enue, helped by the favourable impact of currency
devaluation, has increased by 13.9% over the last
year.
PTML. (Ufone) Financial Performance

= PTML’s (Ufone) revenue grew by 5.4% as
compared to the same period of last year.

*  Data remains the main driver of growth
for Ufone through continued investment to expand
4G coverage and conversion of customer base to
4G. As a result, Ufone achieved 3.5 million 4G net
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PTCL Group revenue

increased by

3% to

Rs 110.5 billion

The Group’s profitability remained under pressure due to a

significant hike in power and fuel tariffs, devaluation of the
Pak Rupee against the US Dollar, higher interest rates, and
other costs associated with the acquisition of the 4G spectrum
and related network rollout. The Group has posted a net loss

of Rs 5.6 billion

ads this year.

*=  Ufone has posted topline growth despite
challenges of an increase in Advance Income Tax
(AIT) and reduction in Mobile Termination Rates
(MTR) and recent floods in the country.

»  External factors like the devaluation of the
Pak Rupee, rising interest rates and hike in power/
fuel tariffs have adversely impacted Ufone’s bot-
tom-line.

*  During the second quarter, VIS Credit
Rating Company assigned

set classes and funding streams and ensured a pos-
itive bottom-line impact. As the six business can-
vases of the UBank, namely, Rural Retail Banking,
Corporate Finance & Investment Banking, Islamic
Banking, Urban Retail Banking, Corporate Bank-
ing, and Digital Banking take their distinct forms
and structures, the UBank this year will emerge as
a Retail Challenger Bank aiming to extend banking
services in accordance with the unique needs of its
diverse and heterogeneous clientele. With the core
mission of microfinance,

initial entity ratings of [)atq remains the main driver of the business model of the

‘AA-/A-1" (Double A Mi-
nus/A-One) to Ufone with
an outlook on the assigned
ratings as ‘Stable’. This ac-

growth for Ulfone through
continued investment to expand

ank is evolving to capture
new segments and custom-
er classes to include more

of Pakistan in the banking

knowledges the financial 45 coverage and conversion of network and further its am-

strength of Ufone through
an independent rating ex-
ercise which also denotes
high credit quality and
good fundamental protec-

the customer base to 4G. As a
result, Ufone achieved 3.5
million 4G net ads this year

bition of financial and so-
cial inclusion.

Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility

Being a national carrier

tion factors and is a testi-
mony of stakeholders’ confidence in Ufone.

UBank Highlights

UBank, the microfinance and branchless bank-
ing subsidiary of PTCL, continued its growth tra-
jectory and achieved 29.8% growth in its revenme
over the last year by deepening its advances and in-
vestment portfolio, despite the challenging macro-
economic situation, further exacerbated by the re-
cent floods. The balance sheet footing of the bank
reached Rs 122 billion as the bank diversified its as-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

and a Pakistani company,
PTCL Group during the recent floods, contribut-
ed significantly to the relief and rehabilitation of
flood-affected communities across Pakistan. PTCL
Group took multiple initiatives including a dona-
tion to PM’s Flood Relief Fund, collaboration with
NGOs, PTCL opening the doors of its medical
centres nationwide to provide emergency health
and care to the affected communities and Ufone
4G offering free calls to help people stay in touch
with their friends and family. =
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arliamentary

Secretary for

Education, Zeb-

Jaffar informed
the WNational Assembly
that the project for the es-
tablishment of 100 smart
classrooms in the univer-
sities has entered the final
stage and is expected to
be functional by the end
of 2022.

Taking the floor in the
National Assembly, she
informed the legislators
that the government has
taken a mumber of initia-
tives to ensure digital lit-
eracy across the country.

She said the Higher
Education Commission §
(HEC) has launched the |
Digital Learning and Skill
Enrichment Initiative to
provide an opportunity to
the students and faculty
members of all the private
and public sector univer-
sities to apply online and
get unlimited access to |
over 1200 courses. =

While supporting . 8
the mandate to develop fi
e-academia, she said the [ ©
HEC has established the
national video conferenc-
ing network for the high-
er education sector and
provided world-class pur-
pose-built video confer-
encing facilities at all the
universities. The Com-
mission has signed an
education transformation
agreement with Microsoft
through which capaci-
ty-building training and
workshops are delivered
on the products being of-
fered to Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs), she
added. In terms of Mi-
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Govt takes vital steps
to promote digital

literacy
a W

In terms of Microsoft Teams, she said the HEC made the
platform available for 80,000 faculty and one million
students across the country. During covid-19 peak times
universities reported an estimated 500 thousand active users
on teams’ platforms for digital classes across the country

Business Mews Magazine

and creating digital infra-
structure in the school,
the project was scaled up
and a total of 424 schools
had been added to the ad-
min portal, she conclud-
ed.

The Federal Director-
ate of Education (FDE)
had taken numerous
steps while many were in
the pipeline to increase
the number of schools/
colleges in Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT)
keeping in view the major
increase in the population
of the federal capital.

According to official
sources, the construction
of 07 institutions is al-
most completed.

The new schools will
accommodate  approxi-
mately 7480 students.

However, 519 rooms
i are to be constructed in
B existing institutions in
the next 2 years under
the project titled “Provi-
sion of Basic Educational
facilities in Educational
institutions of ICT under
FDE which will accom-
modate  approximately
20760 students, the sourc-
es told APP.

They said that PC-I for
future projects has been
submitted to the Federal
Education Ministry for
approval to increase the
intake of students.

The future projects in-
cluded Islamabad Model
School for Girls (IMSG),
(VI-X) Model Town,
and ChakShehzad (FA)
Islamabad.  Islamabad
Model College for Boys
(IMSB), (I-X) B-17 (Multi
Garden) Islamabad and

crosoft Teams, she said
the HEC made the plat-
form available for 80,000 faculty and one million
students across the country. During covid-19 peak
times universities reported an estimated 500 thou-
sand active users on teams’ platforms for digital
classes across the country, she maintained.

To promote the development and dissemina-
tion of ICT technologies she said, in order to culti-
vate ICT talent for society, and meet the long-term
talent requirement so far ICT academies program
(phase I) had been launched in 13 Pakistani Uni-
versities in collaboration with Huawei, where the
selection was made on competitive proposals from
the Universities from all over the country. Huawei
ICT competition 2020-21 was the first online com-
petition where over 11000 students from 70 plus
Pakistani HEIs participated and Pakistani student
teams stood 1st and 2nd in the Middle East Re-
gional Finals, she informed the House.

The Parliamentary Secretary said so far five
projects under the National Research Program for
Universities had been awarded to support research
on competitive merit for conducting high-level and
promising scientific research, demonstrating stra-
tegic relevance and impact on local industry and
society. ZebJaffar said under the National Digital
Library Program, public and private sector univer-
sities and institutions had access to a wide range of
digital resources (journals, research articles, case
studies thesis and databases).

To address the critical need for improving com-
munication, she said that the Higher Education
TV channel had been launched with the stakehold-
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ers to build awareness about the National Higher
Education Standards, quality assurance policies,
financial management governance and regulator
management.

Moreover, she said her ministry had launched
a Radio School to cater to the educational needs
of students during the second wave of Covid-19
which helped students carry out their uninterrupt-
ed learning where there was a lack of access to the
internet or television. All the leading education
institutions working under the FDE started online
classes to keep the students engaged and help them
accelerate their learning at home.

All the leading educational
institutions and those working
under the FDE started online

classes to keep the students

engaged and help them acceler-
ate their learning at home

E-TaleemPortal is another project to facilitate
the online education of students with the collabo-
ration of education technology partners. The por-
tal provides access to lectures and learning materi-
al through the internet.

After a successful Pilot in the Federal Capital
where schools were incorporated with Google
‘Work-space for Education and provided training
on how to use Google tools for distance learning
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it will have a capacity of
960 students. Islamabad
Model School for Girls (I-X) F-17 (Tele Garden)
Islamabad will be established with a capacity of
960 students. However, Up-Gradation of IMS5B,
Mohra Noor (FA) Islamabad will have a capacity
of 400 students.

Similarly, the reconstruction/upgradation of
IMSG (I-V) Tumair and DhokeSuleman (FA) Is-
lamabad will have a capacity of 960 students.

It is worth mentioning here that the Federal Di-
rectorate of Education has 424 educational institu-
tions from Prep to Degree Level. Approximately,
225,115 students are presently studying in these
schools/ colleges.

Meanwhile, in line with Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif’s policy of encouraging youth to acquire
higher education, Islamia University Bahawalpur
has announced to charge no fees and dues from the
students belonging to Balochistan and erstwhile
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (ex-FATA).

The Federal Government and Islamia Universi-
ty Bahawalpur will bear half and half expenses on
account of the education of the students from the
two areas, the PM Office said. The decision aims
to promote national integration and nation-build-
ing by facilitating the youth from Balochistan and
ex-FATA.

On the directive of the PM, the students ex-
pelled from the university have also been reinstat-
ed besides the cancellation of the notices issued to
them. Shehbaz Sharif had also provided similar
incentives to the students during his tenure as Pun-
jab Chief Minister. m
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ECNO is one of the world’s largest mo-

bile phone manufacturers in terms of

sales volume and profit figures. TEC-

NO is a brand that is striving to make
your life easier and more innovative by provid-
ing you with fashionable devices with some of
the most intelligent technologies in the market.
TECNO, as a brand, has a worldwide presence,
having expanded to over 70 countries with 400
partners and more than 80,000 retail networks.
These numbers endorse the exponential growth
of TECNO in recent years. Moreover, TECNO
was crowned with the Fastest Growing Brand of
the Year Award in 2021.

Here are some interesting and thought-pro-
voking answers from Kelvin Zeng — CEO of
TECNO Mobiles Pakistan during our interview
with him.

Flare: How do you see TECNO in the year
20227 Enlighten the readers with some achieve-
ments of the company.

Kelvin Zeng: TECINO received the Fastest
Growing Brand of the Year Award in 2021. TEC-
NO has won two international awards MUSE
and IF for Camon 19 Series because of its more
decent, innovative, and advanced design. We
have introduced modern art in a more localized
way for our Pakistani consumers.

On the technological side, the use of RGBW
Technology in the Camon 19 Series is the main
achievement for TECINO this year for it provid-
ed the masses with the best device within their
budget. The Camonl9 Series offers performance
as well as being a fashion statement. The 64
megapixel primary camera sensor has an addi-
tional white filter to it. The RGBW lens is capa-
ble of detecting white light as well as red, green,
and blue light. This means more light can be
captured, resulting in fantastic nighttime photog-
raphy. The design won awards, as we discussed
earlier.

Flare: The year 2022 has been tough for the
telecommmunication sector. What challenges did
you face and how did you handle them?

Kelvin Zeng: This year started well for us as
we launched the Spark 8C in Pakistan, which was
a winner in its price segment. The performance
and features were quite competitive and were
greatly appreciated after the launch. However,
things later came to a standstill since there was a
ban on importing products.

During this tough time, the prices were rising
and the brands were unable to import the prod-
ucts. We decided to launch the Camon 19 Series
at a lower price than expected to give our con-
sumers relief and manage that loss on our part.
The result was that the phone got widespread

Recently, TE.CNO has launched
Camon 19 Series worldwide.
Camon series comes with the

slogan of #StopAtNothing. The
main spirit behind this slogan

is that TECNO aims to push its
boundaries for its customers
in terms of the smartest and

more fashionable devices. The

Camon 19 Series is a huge testa-
ment to this motto of TECNO

appreciation and was quickly a hit! We tried to
boost the morale of our team, distributors, and
stakeholders.

The year 2022 was full of surprises and chal-
lenges for us as a Brand; however, TECNO once
again thrived under stress. This goes on to show
much we believe in our Motto of #S5topAtNoth-
ng

Flare: Camon 19 Series has set a next-level
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Best tech, reasonable
price basic aim of

TECNO Mobile

_
INTERVIEW

CEQ, TECNO Mobile REYARIFEN
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As a brand, TECNO has always prioritized its consumer base
and globally introduced up-to-date devices equipped with the
latest technologies. We are glad to share that TECNO is the
first company to introduce the best technological innovation
in the mobile industry. Last year we launched the Gimbal
Technology in PKR 50,000 price segment and this year you
can see that we have launched the RGBW technology in the

PKR40,000 price segment

example. What are your words on this?

Kelvin Zeng: As a brand, TECNO has always
prioritized its consumer base and globally intro-
duced up-to-date devices equipped with the latest
technologies. We are glad to share that TECNO is
the first company to introduce the best technolog-
ical innovation in the mobile industry. Last year
we launched the Gimbal Technology in the PKR
50,000 price segment and this year you can see
that we have launched the RGBW technology in
the PKR40,000 price segment. We are pleased to
announce that our Camon users have the access
to the best camera technology to improve their
camera experience. And I would like to mention
here that 70% of Camon users have bought the
Camon 19 Series. This is our achievement and
success of the Camon 19 Series in Pakistan.

The Camon 19 Series is a testament to this
ideology. Camon 19 Series have market-leading
technologies like the Slimmest Bezels and Col-
or changing backs, which are unique in this price
segment.

Moreover, TECNO ended the notion that it
only offered mid-range devices by launching
the Camon 19 Series. The Camon 19 Series has
a premium touch and is a high-end device with
premium features. All of this success is the com-
bined effort of our supportive departments and
channels.

Flare: What is TECNO’s strategy for the fu-
ture? How do you plan to grow up together with
Pakistani users?
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Kelvin Zeng: As you know TECNO has set
up its own manufacturing plant in Pakistan,
which is not just helping in generating more em-
ployment for Pakistani people. But this is also a
platform for local professionals to work on more
advanced and imported technologies to improve
their work skills.

For the year 2023, we are focusing on intro-
ducing local technology which will have the best
quality in the Back-Side Material and Camera
Technology. We want to grow the Pakistani mar-
ket by giving more power to consumers in terms
of technologies and innovation. Moreover, by
strengthening our corporate social responsibility,
we want to impact the economy positively and
play a constructive role for our staff members,
team, customers, and Pakistan.

However, we want to improve the consumer’s
purchase experience. We have planned to open
J0 flagship stores countrywide. This will make
us more accessible to the customers and will im-
prove their after-sales experience. This country-
wide network of stores will help us to resolve the
queries of the customers will be resolved at one
stop.

For the after-sales services, our target is to
build the maximum service centres so the cus-
tomers can access the store within one hour of
the location.

TECNO will also follow its legacy in 2023
and will continue to provide the masses with the
most advanced and futuristic devices! m
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Reception party given by Mr. K
The Phillips in the honour of
William K Makaneole, US
Consul General. Also participants
US Consulate members with
Executive Director Faletti's
Group Mr. Irshad B Ajnum at
Consulate residence Lahore.

Mr. [rshad B Anjum Execurtive Director Falerti's Group and Falerni's staff cutting Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's Group and Faletti's staff
cake on Irfan Younis's (Group Head of Internal Audit) birthday. cutting cake on International Chet's Day.

fEaa 1 N

Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director I\ ;
Faletti's Group welcomes Iftikhar Thakur . *d e ; :

film, television stage actor on his visit to Mr. Irshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's Group welcomes  Mr, [rshad B Anjum Executive Director Faletti's Group
Faletti's Hotel. Musa Yasin Director Faletti's Multan on his visit to Faletti's Hotel. ~ addressing hotel chefs & trainees on Interational Chef Day.
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ita Gopinath,

who was born
in India, is the
IMF’s  chief
economist (IMF). She is
a technocrat, the author
of many publications, and
has written research ar-
ticles on global financial
crises, emerging markets,
trade, and investment. In
addition, Gopinath teach-
es economics at Harvard
University.
inath started her
career as an assistant pro-
fessor at the Booth School
of Business at the Univer-
sity of Chicago in 2001.
She moved to Harvard and
was hired as a tenured pro-
fessor after nine years.
She is currently a
co-director of the Nation-
al Bureau of Economic [
Research’s International
Finance and Macroeco-
nomics department and a §
member of the Federal Re- §
serve Bank of the United
States Advisory Council.
She had previously served
as economic counselor of
the Kerala chief minister.
At Harvard Universi-
ty, Gita Gopinath holds
the John Zwaanstra Chair
in Economics and Inter-
national Studies. She also
participated in the Em-
inent Persons Advisory
Group on G-20 Matters for
the Union Finance Minis-
try while staying in India.
Gopinath was named the
International Monetary
Fund’s top economist in
October 2018.
Gopinath’s Education
Gopinath attended
school in Mysore before

ECONOMY |
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IMF loan lifeline to
Pakistan now in hand =........

of India-origin official

For a number of developing countries, including Egypt,
Malawi, Pakistan, and Ecuador, which are all experiencing
a hard economic squeeze as the costs of debt servicing
continue to grow, there is little hope in sight

Business News Magazine

“Their fiscal space to
deal with all of this is very
little,” Gita Gopinath, the
IMF*s first Deputy Man-
aging Director, told a sem-
inar on the sidelines of the
annual IMF-World Bank
Meeting. “We will grap-
ple (with this) for several
months to come.”

Since Russia invad-
ed Ukraine in February,
the ‘Washington-based
lender has agreed to new
programmes or enhanced
existing ones for 18 coun-
tries totalling $90 billion,
according to Managing Di-
rector KristalinaGeorgie-
va. With support extended
since the commencement
of Covid-19, 93 nations
have received a total of
$260 billion, and another
28 have expressed interest.

After the delay of
months, Pakistan was able
to restart an IMF pro-
gramme; thanks to difficult
political choices. The op-
timism about the success
of talks somewhat faded
away, till a heavy down-
pour and floods took over
the country to wreak wide
scale disasters across all

bilize economically shaky
countries by preventing
the abandonment of eco-
nomic reforms.

“The IMF is trying to
strike a balance between
conditionality and agili-
ty,” said Patrick Curran,
senior economist at Tell-
imer, who is in Washing-
ton for the international

lender’s meetings.
“Countries like Paki-

earning a Bachelor degree
in 1992 from Delhi University’s (DU) Lady Shri
Ram College for Women. Gopinath thought about
getting an MBA but ultimately decided against it and
enrolled in the Delhi School of Economics. She en-
rolled in a five-year PhD programme at the Universi-
ty of Washington in Seattle in 2001. She was the best
student they had in 20 years, according to her pro-
fessor, who suggested her to Harvard and Princeton.
In 2001, she earned her PhD from Princeton Uni-
versity. Renowned economists like Kenneth Rogoff
and former Federal Reserve chairman Ben Bernanke
were assigned to advise Gita.

Honours and Accolades

The World Economic Forum selected Gopinath
as a Young Global Leader in 2011. (WEF). In 2014,
the IMF ranked her as one of the top 25 economists
under 45. She won the University of Washington's
Distinguished Alummus Award in 2017. Gita Gopi-
nath was selected by MD Christine Lagarde to the
positions of Economic Counselor and Director of
the IMF’s Research Department at the age of 47.
She was also chosen as a fellow of the Economet-
ric Society and the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences the same year. She was recognised as one
of the year’s Top Global Thinkers by Foreign Pol-
icy in 2019. She received the PravasiBharatiyaSa-
mman, the highest honour given to Indians living
abroad, from the Indian government. She received
the Woodrow Wilson Fellowship from Princeton.

Gita Gopinath’s Personal Life

Gita Gopinath, a current US citizen, was born on
December 8, 1971, in Kolkata to middle-class Indian
parents. T V Gopinath and V C Vijayalakshmi, her
parents, are natives of Kerala. Igbal Singh Dhaliwal,
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the executive director of the Poverty Action Lab at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, is married to
Gita. She attended the Delhi School of Economics
with Igbal, who started his career as an IAS officer
after passing the civil services examination in 1995.

What Did Gita Gopinath Say About Pakistan?

For a number of developing countries, including
Egypt, Malawi, Pakistan, and Ecuador, who are all
experiencing a hard economic squeeze as the costs
of debt servicing continue to grow, there is little hope
in sight.

“Countries like Pakistan, Egypt,
[.ebanon and Sri Lanka can’t
simply have the funding without
any sort of commitments from

the government”

These so-called “frontier markets,” which are
already coping with the effects of Russia’s war in
Ukraine and the Federal Reserve’s tightening cycle to
cool US inflation, are expected to undergo increased
pressure as a result of the debt crisis, according to of-
ficials from the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and other organisations.

The Covid-19 pandemic’s impacts are still being
seen in several of these nations.

Countries are increasingly depending on the as-
sistance of the IMF to fill financing gaps after they
have been shut out of the global loan markets and
China is redefining its position as the preferred lend-
er to many poorer nations.
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stan, Egypt, Lebanon and
Sri Lanka can't simply have the funding without any
sort of commitments from the government.”

Governments need to hold on to their foreign
exchange reserves for potentially worse bouts of
outflows and market volatility in the future even
as the dollar surges, according to the International
Monetary Fund.

The warning came in a blog post by IMF First
Deputy Managing Director Gita Gopinath and the
Fund’s chief economist, Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas,
who urged governments to reinstate swap lines with
advanced economy of central banks or avail of
the IMF’s precautionary lines to ensure they have
liquidity. While temporary interventions can be
appropriate, other reforms will be needed, the duo
said.

“Those with large foreign-currency debts should
reduce foreign-exchange mismatches by using cap-
ital-flow management or macroprudential poli-
cies, in addition to debt management operations
to smooth repayment profiles,” the IMF officials
wrote. Around half of all cross-border loans and in-
ternational debt securities are denominated in dol-
lars, they wrote.

The IMF is holding its annual meetings this
week, bringing global finance and central bank
chiefs - along with their development and banking
counterparts - to the US capital at a fragile moment
for the global economy:.

The IMF cut its forecast for worldwide growth in
2023 and said that policies to tame high inflation may
add risks to the global economy. Even President Joe
Biden said this week that the US, the world’s biggest
economy, could suffer a “very slight” recession. m
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inancial Action Task Force (FATF), a glob-

al money laundering and terrorism financ-

ing watchdog, has removed Pakistan from

the grey list which means Pakistan does not
finance or encourage terrorism and terrorist activity
anywhere in the world. It was a milestone in the his-
tory of Pakistan that despite a malicious campaign
by the Indian media during the FATF meeting, Pa-
kistan has been removed from the grey list. This is
not the first time the Indian media has been fed on
official leaks to level misleading, baseless and fabri-
cated allegations about Pakistan through systematic
propaganda.

The FATF and the international community had
long acknowledged the steps taken by Pakistan to
improve its Anti-Money Laundering/Combating
the Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT) regime.

On the other hand, India continuously made
desperate attempts to malign Pakistan at the inter-
national level and persisted with malicious inten-
tions against Islamabad in order to see it remain on
the grey list of the FATF. Pakistan had brought the
Indian malafideendeavours to the FATF notice.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif expressed grat-
itude over Pakistan's removal from the FATF grey
list and said the decision was the vindication of the
commitment and sustained efforts and sacrifices Pa-
kistan gave to eradicate terrorism.

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) an-
nounced Pakistan’s removal from the grey list and
congratulated the nation on the revival of the coun-
try’s credibility and dignity internationally.

“Thanks to Allah Almighty as Pakistan got the
deliverance from the FATF grey list. I bow before
Allah Almighty over the honour earned by Paki-
stan,” the Prime Minister said.

Calling it a recognition of Pakistan's huge sac-
rifices against terrorism, the Prime Minister also
thanked the FATF countries which accepted Pa-
kistan’s viewpoint on the platform of the terror-fi-
nancing watchdog.

The Prime Minister congratulated Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, the foreign ministry,
armed forces, the Director General of Military
Operations, and all relevant ministries and depart-
ments. He also thanked Chief of the Army Staff
General QamarJavedBajwa for playing a key role in
the process.

The premier also expressed gratitude to the coa-
lition parties and their leadership for extending sup-
pm'ttohelpPaklstanmme out of the FATF grey

Alhamdlﬂi]lah we once again succeeded to
get Pakistan off the FATF grey list just like Nawaz
Sharif had achieved in the past. Even while being
in the Opposition, we also extended all-out cooper-
ation, despite facing the allegations of NRO (INa-
tional Reconciliation Ordinance),” he commented.

“We always gave priority to the national and
state interests, and that is why Allah Almighty
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Pakistan off FATEF
‘grey list’ foiling Indian
malicious drive

The Prime Minister congratulated Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, the foreign ministry,armed forces, the Director
General of Military Operations, and all relevant ministries and
departments. He also thanked Chief of the Army Staff General
(Qamar Javed Bajwa for playing a key role in the process

and ministries whose hard work paid dividends.

President DrArifAlvi congratulated the people
of Pakistan for coming out of the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) grey list after four years of hard
work by the government, institutions and individ-
uals.

“Credit to all those who worked tirelessly made
changes in our laws & implemented the will to fight
illegal movement of money,” the President said in
a tweet.

Adviser to Prime Minister on Kashmir Affairs
QamarZamanKaira congratulated the entire nation
and heads of national in-

blessed Paklstan with the

Shehbaz said.
He said the removal

would cast positive impacts

on Pakistan’s economy, di-

plomacy, and politics.
“More glad tidings are

in the offing for the country commitment, sustained efforts,

and the nation in the time

to come,” he remarked.
Minister for Informa-

tion and Broadcasting

- success,” Prime Minister Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif stitutions, including the Pa-
expressed gratitude over
from the FATF grey list — pgalistan’s removal from the
FATF grey list and said the
. decision was a vindication of thet

kistan Army Chief, on the
removal of Pakistan’s name
from FATF’s grey list.

Pakistan had to face a
tough time due to FATF
conditions, he said while
alking to a private news
channel.

The world had recog-

and sacrifices Pakistan gave t0 nized the role of Pakistan
eradicate terrorism

in fighting terrorism, he
said.

Marriyum Aurangzeb also said it was a proud mo-
ment for the whole nation and the coalition govern-
ment as the country had exited from the Financial
Action Task Force’s (FATF) grey list.

She said national integrity and interest were su-
preme to the allied parties whether they were in the
government or the opposition.

The Minister congratulated Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif and Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto
especially for accomplishing the feat in six months
which could not be achieved in the last four years.

She also paid tribute to the relevant departments
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After the removal of Pa-
kistan's name from the grey list, he said the country
would make speedy progress in the business sector.

Meanwhile, State Minister of Foreign Affairs
HinaRabbaniKhar while expressing her heartfelt
greetings in a press briefing said that the govern-
ment had made unprecedented efforts for the re-
moval of the country’s name from the grey list of
the Financial Action Task Force.

She said FATF has finally recognised Pakistan’s
government commitment to completing the techni-
cal and procedural requirements for the removal of
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names from the grey list.

Consequently, she said the FATF has unani-
mously decided to remove Pakistan’s name from
the grey list. In simple terms, she said Pakistan has
been whitelisted.

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), a
global money laundering and terrorism financing
watchdog, removed Pakistan from a list of coun-
tries under “increased monitoring”, also known as
the “grey list”.

Addressing the press conference at the conclu-
sion of its plenary, FATF President Raja Kumar
noted that Pakistan had been on the grey list since
2018.

“It has two concurrent action plans. After a lot
of work by Pakistani authorities, they have largely
addressed all of the action plan items,” he said.

He stated that the Task Force had conducted an
onsite visit at the end of August. The onsite team
verified that there is a high level of commitment
from the Pakistani leadership, sustainability of re-
forms and commitment to make improvements in
the future, he said.

“As a result of these action plans, Pakistan has
made significant improvements to strengthen the
effectiveness of this framework for combating ter-
rorism financing.”

Kumar said steps had also been taken to
strengthen risk-based supervision of financial and
non-financial institutions, improve asset confisca-
tion outcomes, and investigate and prosecute mon-
ey laundering.

“As a result of this, Pakistan has been removed
from the increased monitoring list,” he said.

In its handout, the FATF stated that it welcomed
Pakistan’s “significant progress” in improving its
Anti-Money Laundering and Combating Financing
Terror (AML/CFT) regime. m
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(OMobile causes loss
of billions to govt,
distributors, traders

by smuggling handsets

\ A | __ In league with officials of FBR, QMobile robbed
\‘ : / ~« W) the national exchequer of billions of rupees in
2 ly terms of duties before it sank but only on

paper. Taking full benefit of the lingering
cases before the court of law as well as
the patronage of the corrupt FBR
officials, the accused
management of QMobile is
still scot-free to continue
shady business in Pakistan
and abroad on innovative
methods after devouring
billions of rupees of the
government and the

distributors. The
charges chiefly spell
out that under the
cloak of importing

Free download: flare.pk
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LED bulbs, QMobile
Company brought to
the country a huge
quantity of
unauthorized mobile
phones for which it did
not pay duty and other
levies to the government
which were required under
the law.
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fter the FIR was registered, the Cus-
toms Intelligence and Investigation
Department Lahore and In Karachi
raided various offices and warehouses
of QMobile phones and seized millions of phone
sets. Complete details of the FIR registered by
the Directorate of Intelligence and Investigation
in Karachi, are being published while the next is-
sue will carry the account of the cases registered
against the company in Multan and Lahore.

Government of Pakistan Director General of
Intelligence and Investigation-FBR Regional Of-
fice, 81-C, Block-6, PECHS, Karachi.

On 01.11.2017 GD bearing No. KAPW- HC-
73036 dated 31.10.2017 for clearance of LED
lights/bulbs declared through Green Channel
from MCC, Appraisal (West), Custom House, Ka-
rachi was made.

On 04.11.2017/05.11.2017 Bangau Plot No.
107/1 KhayabanRahat, Lane 10, Near Rahat
Park, DHA, Karachi, was traced out.

Fakhr Ali Shah, Appraising Officer, Director-
ate General of Intelligence and Investigation-FBR,
S1 C. Block 6, PECHS Karachi.

Zeeshan Akhtar (CNIC No. 42301-2668119-
3), SalluMian Muhammad Parvez Akhtar, Chair-
man & CEOMS Digicom Trading (Pvt.) Limited,
Suite No. 302-303, 3rd Floor, The Forum, Clifton,
Karachi (NTN- 341245) (absconder). Residential
Addresses: House No. 161, Phase VI. Main Kha-
yaban-e-Sahar, DHA Karachi.

Zeeshan Yusuf (CNIC No. 42301-4181262-3)
S/o Yusuf Director, M/s. Digicom Trading (Pvt)
Limited, Suite No. 302-303 3rd Floor, The Forum,
Clifton, Karachi (NTIN-3412455 (absconder).

Babar Sultan 5/0 Unknown, CFO, Digicom
Trading (Private Limited, Suite No. 302-303,
3rd Floor, The Forum, Clifton, Karachi (NTN-
3412455) (absconder), Muhammad Imad (CNIC
No. 42101-1678278-3) son of ShahidZubair, Man-
ager (Admin) M/s. Digicom Trading (Pvt) Ltd,
Suite No. 302-303, 3rd Floor, The Forum, Clifton,
Karachi (NTIN) 3412455) (arrested)

Others/accomplices in crime including offi-
cers of customs authorities who will be identified
during investigation.

Muhammad Sadiq, Intelligence Officer, Direc-
torate General of Intelligence and Investigation-
FBR, $1- C, Block-6, PECHS Karachi.

Rashid Alam, Intelligence Officer, Directorate
General of Intelligence and Investigation-FBR,
81-C, Block-6, PECHS Karachi.

Muhammad Igbal (CNIC No. 42201-0366664-
3) §/0 Sardar Muhammad Ro C-77, Sadat Soci-
ety, Shah Faisal Colony, Karachi.

The details of mobile phones seized as QMo-
bile Model No. J1 quantity 10,120, OMobile Mod-
el No. J2 4,980, QMobile Model No. C51 1940,
OMobile Model No. Energy X-2 10,140, QMo-
bile Model No. E4 40,780, OMobile Model No.
G-3 10,200. Total No. 78,160 with value of seized
goods: Rs 662 million (approximately).
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Leviable duty and taxes on QMobiles hand-
sets as Customs Duty @ Rs.250 per set amount
Rs 19,540,000/. Regulatory Duty Rs.250 per set
Rs 19,540,000/. Sales Tax (@ Rs.1500 per set and
Rs.650 per set Rs 73,907,000/. Income Tax @ 6%
Rs 46,535,220/- Total taxes and dues Rs 159 mil-
lion.

Crime in nature: Smuggling of mobile phones
in the guise of LED lights (bulbs) through false
declaration and financial fraud.

Sections of Violation: Violation of sections
2(s) 16, 32 (1) and (2), 32 (A), 79, 80 and 178 of

(QMobile has not only caused
colossal loss to the national
kitty, but dozens of dealers,

distributors and shopkeepers
working with this company

have also been deprived of their
crores of rupees

the Customs Act, 1969 read with section 3(1) of
the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, 1930,
read with Sections 3, 6, 33 and 34 of the Sales
Tax Act, 1990, punishable under clauses (8), (89),
(14), (14A) and (43) of section 156 (1) of the Cus-
toms Act, 1969, Section 3(3) of the Imports and
Exports (Control) Act, 1950, Section 148 of the
Income Tax Ordinance, 2001, and relevant provi-
sions of related laws.

Reliable sources say that a huge quantity of
smuggled mobile phone sets undercover the im-
ported LED lights (bulbs) etc. were secreted/
stored in a posh locality of DHA, Karachi for
transporting them to local markets. Sources fur-
ther revealed that it was M/s. Digicom Trad-
ing (Pvt) Limited, Karachi (NTIN-3412455), in-
volved in the smuggling of OMobile sets in huge
quantities in the name of importing LED lights
(bulbs) etc., which were uvsually cleared in rou-
tine through the Green Channel of customs com-
puterized system. Sources also disclosed that on
01.11.2017 a consignment of 4x40 containers No.
CATU-8005886, CBHU-8458012 arrived. KKFU-
723557-3 and TCKU-9143410 to M/s Digicom
Trading (Pvt) Ltd. declared to contain imported
LED lights through Green Channel of Customs
Computerized System vide GD No. KAPW- HC-
73036 dated 31.17. Of which one container num-
ber KKFU-725557-3 was checked by MCC, Pre-

ventive, Custom House, Karachi, wherein 62,990
sets of various mobile phones and 531 pieces of
Amazon tablets were found. As per the informa-
tion, the goods were seized and FIR No. ASO
226/2017- HQ, dated 03.11.2017 was registered
by the said Collectorate. In terms of Ordinance,
2001, and relevant provisions of the AMI. Act
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2010 the aspect of money laundering is also being
looked into on which a complaint will be filed af-
ter the investigation completes.

Sources say the smuggled goods were arranged
to be stored in the said premises on the instruc-
tions of the Manager (Adm) of the Company
Muhammad Imad. Accused Zeeshan Yusuf was
taken into custody and efforts were made to arrest
the absconding accused by issuing notices under
Section 171 against them.

In order to verify the veracity of the informa-
tion and trace the goods in other three containers,
a team of Directorate officers was constituted to
locate the site where the allegedly smuggled goods
were hidden/stored. After hectic efforts, the team
located the suspect residential premises, Bungalow
No. 107/1, Lane No. 10, KhayabanRahat, Near
Rahat Park, DHA, Karachi. Inquiry revealed that
the residential premises were in possession of ac-
cused Zeeshan Yusuf, director of Digicom Trad-
ing Pvt Ltd as a tenant, hence there was strong
apprehension that till the search warrant was
obtained smuggled goods would be moved to
another location or removed. In view of this ur-

gency, the court was moved and after meeting the
statutory requirement under Section 163 of the
Customs Act, 1969, a search of the premises was
conducted by the staff of the Directorate in the
presence of the Deputy Director, Intelligence and
Investigation. Muhammad Imad, Manager Ad-
min of M/s. Digicom Trading and Mohammad
Asif, caretaker of the bungalow appointed by ac-
cused Zeeshan Yusuf, were found present on the
premises. A huge amount of QMobile of differ-
ent models were found hidden in four rooms of
the bungalow during the search. In the presence
of Mashaikh, 3908 cartons were recovered which
contained 78160 imported mobile phone sets apart
from other handsets of different models in their
original packaging.

The following are the details of the prohibited
goods exported:

OMobile Model No. J1 10,120, OMobile Mod-
el No. J2 4,980, OMobile Model No. CS1 1940,
OMobile Model No. Energy X-2 10,140, OMobile
Model E4 40780, QMobile Model Number G-5
10,200, total 78160.

A detailed inventory of the goods was pre-
pared on the spot which was signed by musheers
and accused Muhammad Imad, Manager Admin
M/s. Digicom Trading Pty Ltd. Photographs/im-
ages of the labels affixed on the cartons showing
the IMET numbers of the mobile phones were also
taken for record. During the preliminary inquiries
from Manager Muhammad Imad and bungalow
caretaker Muhammad Asif, it was revealed that
the place was occupied by accused Zeeshan Yu-
suf, director of M/s. Digicom Trading Pvt Ltd.
Muhammad Imad also categorically admitted
that he was instructed by Zeeshan Yusuf to hide/
store the referred goods in this bungalow a few
days back since MCC (Preventive) Staff had found
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and sealed a large number of mobile phones in
another container. The confession of the accused
established the fact that in order to preempt the
recovery/location and seizure of the remaining
smuggled goods they were transported and stored
in Bungalow Plot No. 107/1, Khayaban-iRahat,
Lane 10, Near Rahat Park DHA, Karachi in a resi-
dential area. The occupants of the residence could
not produce any evidence/documents for legal
possession of the goods in question. According-
ly, 3,908 cartons containing 78,160 sets of various
models of OMobile phones, valued at Rs 662,600
million and Rs 159,522 million in duty and taxes,
were found liable for seizure. After completing the
legal procedures under section 71 of the Customs
Act, 1969 the seized items were shifted to the of-
fice premises of the Directorate General of Intel-
ligence and Investigation EBR at 81-C. Block-6,
PE.CHS. The said premises/bungalow was
sealed and further investigation started regarding
the link between the ownership of the bungalow
and the proceeds of the smuggling.

During the preliminary investigation, arrest-
ed accused Muhammad Imad further stated that
after dumping the smuggled OMobile phones in
the said bungalow on 01.11.2017, he along with
absconding accused Zeeshan Akhtar, Zeeshan
Yusuf and two other employees Shah Rukh and
Bagar Nagvi left for Islamabad by PIA flight.
Then on 02.11.2017 at 3.10 am, they all left for
Dubai, UAE by Emirates flight. Accused Muham-
mad Imad returned to Karachi the same day on
02.11.2017 while absconders Zeeshan Akhtar,
Chairman/CEQO and ZeeshanYousuf, Director
(Sales) stayed in Dubai. Imad further stated that
accused Zeeshan Yusuf had disclosed in Dubai
that the Chief Finance Officer Babar Sultan of the
Company (named in this FIR) was also investigat-
ed by Customs Preventive, Karachi but was later
allowed to leave. Investigations were also stretched
to determine the role of customs officials/officers
in the entire matter.

As per the Directorate, accused Zeeshan
Akhtar, Chairman and CEO M/s. Digicom Trad-
ing Pvt Ltd, Zeeshan Yusuf, Director, Babar Sul-
tan, Chief Finance Officer, Mohammad Imad,
Manager (Admin) in association with other ac-
complices committed the offence by smuggling
78,160 foreign mobile phones under the guise of
LED lights (bulbs) and hiding/storing them at
Bangla Plot No. 107/1, Khayaban-e-Rahat. Lane
10, Near Rahat Park, DHA, Karachi, individually
and collectively hence committed offence under
the above said Sections of law.

The stand taken by the FBR, Directorate of
Intelligence and Investigation Karachi Office is
precise as follows. The Directorate of Intelligence
and Investigation Karachi has issued a detailed re-
sponse on a contact, which is being made a part of
this article.

“After the decision in the Sindh High Court, the
Directorate of Intelligence and Investigation Cus-
toms Karachi has filed an appeal in the Supreme
Court against the said company, which is awaiting
a hearing. OMobile Company imported OMobile
phones under the guise of LED lights. FBR start-
ed a case but to date, no progress has been made.
FBR officers are involved in accepting the bribe
of crores of rupees thus causing a heavy loss to
the national exchequer. It has been reported that
on getting information regarding duty tax evasion
on the import of mobiles under the guise of LED
lights, the Directorate General of Intelligence and
Investigation-Customs, Karachi, stopped a ship-
ment through GD No.KAPW- HC-73036 dated
31.10.2017. The report was then sent to the court.
The case was decided in favour of the department
directing the importer to pay the evaded duty/tax
amount of Rs.159.612 million. 159.612 million
was the penalty. The importer had already paid
Rs. 84.923 million and a fine of Rs. 2 million paid
as the evaded duty tax but for the penalty, the im-
porter filed an appeal before the Appellate Tribu-
nal which decided to amend the ONO and waived
the penalty. The Directorate filed an appeal in the
Sindh High Court, but the Court disposed of it by
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imposing a zero percent penalty on the importer.
The department has now filed the CPLA in the
Supreme Court. Apart from this, an FIR Case No.
Appg-78/ DCL/ R&A/ 2017 has also been filed in
the Supreme Court by the Directorate General of
1&]1- Customs which is currently pending before
the Special Judge (Customs and Taxation). The
Special Court 03.11.2021 released the accused
including Zeeshan Yusuf and others on bail. The
accused have been appearing in the court of the
special judge for every hearing. The court proceed-
ings are at present at the evidence stage. The last
hearing was held on 25.07.2022.

On November 3, 2017, an FIR was registered
against OMobile that the company was involved
in tax evasion, customs evasion and money laun-
dering business in Pakistan and is still in collab-
oration with the officers of the Customs Depart-
ment, FBR, illegally making mobile phones. The
company has done millions of dollars in business
in Pakistan and the money earned has been trans-

Director General Intelligence
and Investigation FBR Pakistan
registered an FIR on November
9, 2017, in Karachi and Lahore,

according to which QMobile

phone company, which deals
in LED light bulbs across Paki-
stan, has been involved in the
illegal import of mobile phones.
The allegations made in the FIR
are being precisely reproduced
for readers to know how seri-
ous the matter is wherein the
mobile phone company under
the nomenclature of M/s Digi-
com Trading (Private) Limited
caused a dent of billions of ru-
pees to the national treasury.

Various references have been
given in the FIR which is being

published as they are.

ferred to the UK through money laundering. The
CEO of the company, MianZeeshanParvez is still
hiding in the UK because he did not want to be
arrested after the FIR registered by Customs Intel-
ligence in 2017.”

Sources say that despite that, MianZeeshan
Pervez wvisited Pakistan several times and held
meetings with various dealers and distributors in
Lahore, Islamabad, and Karachi, but these meet-
ings were kept secret. On the other hand, his close
sources also said that Zeeshan Pervez was doing
real estate business in the UK with millions of dol-
lars sent through money laundering while he was
manufacturing mobile phones in Pakistan adopt-
ing a changed and innovative method also.

After 2017 when FBR registered three FIRs
against the Management of OMobile, MianZee-
shanParvez, Zeeshan Yusuf, NaveedRangeela and
others were also named therein. Of them Mian-
ZeeshanParvez went to Britain and MianZeesh-
anYousuf appeared in Karachi court after a long
time. The other accused including NaveedRangee-
la, Faisal Zameer and one Babar still appear in the
Lahore Customs Court, but judicial sources say,
NaveedRangeela did not appear before the court
for the last two years, nor his lawyer.

Of three FIRs, one was registered in Kara-
chi, wherein the viewpoint of the FBR officials
has been published in detail, that the FBR stand
that shows the law has not been properly followed
whereof the national exchequer has faced a loss of
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crores of rupees. So the Supreme Court has been
moved to seek action against the accused.

Reportedly, no progress has been made on the
FIR registered by the customs authorities in La-
hore. Sources say that NaveedRangeela is making
intensive efforts to get the case in his favour by
paying bribes of crores of rupees to the judicial
staff and FBR Lahore investigation officers. The
judicial sources say that it is the reason that com-
plete challan or report of the case has not been
submitted by FBR so far or any officer appeared
to speak on the FBR stand. FBR sources said that
national interest has brazenly trampled in this case
to promote personal interest as the FBR officials
have received crores of rupees in bribes and now
just want to bury this case.

Sources urge the Chairman FBR, Director
General Intelligence and Investigation and the law
enforcement agencies to take notice in this regard,
otherwise, there will be no progress in this customs
and tax evasion fraud of billions of rupees and the
national interest will continue to be crushed the
same way. Sources say NaveedRangeela, who ran
the OMobile Phone Company from 2017 until
2022, has now created a new company to keep the
looting spree on in the name of mobile phones.

OMobile has not only caused colossal loss to
the national kitty, but dozens of dealers, distribu-
tors and shopkeepers working with this company
have also been deprived of their crores of rupees.
When they reach NaveedRangeela, he asks the
claimants the owner of the company MianZee-
shanParvez, has been residing in the UK for the
last five years and had been employed only. So you
should ask MianZeeshan for the return of your
money.

Sources say that NaveedRangela still offers
people a Double Shah-like money making formula
to woo them to invest a heavy amount or share in
the mobile phone business. Sources say, the OMo-
bile phone company, which is now a dead horse
in documents in Pakistan, has defrauded Pakistani
investors of more than one billion rupees, while
the government has lost billions of rupees in terms
of tax and customs evasion. Taking advantage of
the pending cases before the court, the investiga-
tion is being used to benefit the accused persons of
the company and the major beneficiaries are the
corrupt officers of the FBR deputed to pursue the
cases.

NaveedRangeela has now set up a new mobile
phone company to run it on the pattern of Dou-
ble Shah. FBR sources say that Rangeela, having
caused a loss of billions of rupees to the govern-
ment exchequer in the name of OMobile, is now
poised to loot billions of the government and the
people through a new phone company. The head
of OMobile Phone Pakistan has been hiding in
the UK for many years and cases against him are
pending in Pakistani courts.

In OMobile Phone Company, there is no exam-
ple of malpractice in Marketing Department that
has become hot issue. The company has released
an advertising budget of billions of rupees to the
media or other social media. He gained popular-
ity through personal advertisements rather to the
company. OMobile fame is not hidden from any-
one but he never let go of his fame and considered
himself the greatest scientist and engineer of Paki-
stan. Whenever the company has a hard time, the
name of the said person appears at the top. The
details of the wealth that Zeeshan Qureshi made
in the name of advertising of OMobile will also be
brought to the fore.

A company in Karachi which provided services
to OMobile in cricket and other places owes more
than 90 lakhs to this company for the past several
years, but Zeeshan Qureshi left the OMobile and
became a Chaudhary in another company. Now in
this company also the brand popularity is being re-
duced and the personal popularity and way of do-
ing things is the same as that of OMobile. When
a company asks them about the money due, they
say that the owner was very cunning and cunning
who fled to UK. They say that OMobile has sunk
so the money has also sunk. =
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Anti-polio drive successfully
concludes in Pakistan in
collaboration with Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation
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Saeed, a person who has rich experience in the field of the telecom sector. He headed the
anti-polio campaign across Pakistan and gave awareness about the polio vaccine to the children
in an effective manner besides educating the masses about the importance of polio prevention

ince 1994, the Pakistan Polio Eradication
Programme has been struggling to end the
crippling poliovirus in the country. Target-
ing the eradication of polio in Pakistan, the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, which works
throughout Pakistan, in the last week of October
started a campaign in collaboration with the Paki-
stan Government to administer polio vaccine drops
to children.
According to our correspondent, proper adver-
tisements on social media, FM radios and TV chan-

N

nels concluded the campaign on a highly success-
ful note as the ads that were shown on the media
this time around were different and more effective
than the media campaigns of the previous years,

w

especially those advertisements made for the radio
channels. The phrases and slogans of the campaign
are also commendable. In the radio advertisement,
the most effective method of two-way conversation
was picked up to enlighten the people of Pakistan
about the significance of polio vaccine drops for the
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healthy life of their children. Various questions from
the listeners were answered which went for the best
method of giving awareness about the polio vaccine.

Our correspondent said that if the media cam-
paign for the polio vaccine, from 24th October 2022
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is reviewed, it will be easily judged as a remarkable
and commendable advertisement campaign. Our
correspondent further said that the polio vaccine
campaign was headed by Naveed Saeed, who held
rich experience in the world of telecom, earned a
great name in the world of telecom and business,
and achieved success in various fields of life. The
correspondent said that MrNaveed made the polio
day and night with the advertising company team
to promote the campaign in a convincing manner,

ol a3 "h_,;':f:"_”_' P
which went a long way to helping people
the polio vaccine. If the anti-polio campaigns con-
tinue to be held in that manner in future, hopefully,
the day is not far away when the negative impression

2

*é ]

e e N
and apprehensions regarding the polio vaccine in the
minds of the Pakistani people will be removed.
Pakistan and Afghanistan are the only two coun-
tries which are battling to prevent the spread of wild
poliovirus despite spending millions of dollars on
. . I
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he National Assembly was told that under

Mobile Device Mamufacturing Policy, 30

mobile manufacturers had been issued Li-

censes to start local production of mobile
devices by setting up local facilities.

Parliamentary Secretary for Industries and Pro-
duction Shahida Akhtar Ali told the House that
the Mobile Device Manufacturing Policy had been
framed to encourage local production as well as
counter the security threat. The Policy will ensure
localization and indigenization of parts of mobile
phones, she added. In reply to a question raised by
MNA WajihaQamar, the Parliamentary Secretary
informed the House that the Ministry of Industries
Board (EDB) had taken a number of steps for estab-
lishing new industries to meet local demand and in-
crease production of export quality goods.

"T'wo key policies to spur local manufacturing that
has been introduced recently include the Mobile De-
vice Manufacturing Policy and Auto Industry Devel-
opment and Export Policy (2021-26).

Under Auto Development Policy (2016-21), a
mumber of new manufacturers have begun manufac-
turing/assembling new brands of vehicles.

Greenfield Technology is another initiative for
both import substitution and export enhancement.
Under this scheme, different incentives in terms of
taxes and duties have been given to the companies
by the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) besides
bringing new technologies for introducing innovative
product design and reducing production costs.

The licenses are recommended by EDB to such
companies after physical verification of their manu-
facturing set up and the allied facilities. EDB has ap-
proved 9 cases of Greenfield Status under SRO. 887
and SRO. 777. Apart from the above policies, EDB is
also formulating a mumber of policies to promote lo-
cal production and export. These include Solar Pan-
el Manufacturing Policy, Agricultural Implements
Manufacturing Policy, and Steel and Petrochemicals
and others. The EDB has also taken various steps
to facilitate businesses to increase production and
exports. Chairman Engineering Development Board
(EDB) Almas Haider has said that as much as 97 per
cent of mobile phones used by Pakistanis are man-
ufactured locally. Mobile phones of all the brands,
except one, are produced indigenously.

He made the remarks while speaking at a work-
shop titled, “Solar panel and allied equipment man-
ufacturing policy, “organized by the EDB with the
aim to promote alternative energy sources.

He also mentioned that EDB has received an or-
der for the export of the first batch of mobile phones
worth $1.25 million. EDB is working on the localiza-
tion of solar panels, he added. Federal Minister for
Industries and Production MurtazaMehmood said
on the occasion that the government was designing
a comprehensive policy for the solar industry. Under
this policy, the government buildings and agricultur-
al tube wells will be shifted to solar energy.

The Federal Minister said that at the national lev-
el there had been an assessment that Pakistan’s solar
energy demand (off-grid and on-grid) was around
4GW during 2022 which was likely to increase to
around 6-7 GW in the next two years. “With this
demand, there was an urgent need to look for oppor-

tunities for promoting and incentivizing local man-
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30 firms licensed
to manufacture
handsets under new
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Parliamentary Secretary for Industries and Production

Manufacturing Policy had been framed to encourage local
production of the mobile sets as well as counter the security
threat. The Policywillensure thelocalization andindigenization

of parts of mobile phones

to promote solarization in the country.

‘While urging the private sector to be competitive
in the international market, he said that the govern-
ment was focusing on removing the hurdles in the
way of local companies so that they could compete
at the international level. The local mamifacturing
plants have manufactured/ assembled 15.61 million
phone handsets during the first eight months (Jan-

ufacturing of solar panels
and allied equipment,” he
added. The Minister noted
that Pakistan had reserves
of basic raw materials for
producing solar wafers and
could start the process of lo-
cal production with assem-
bly in the first phase, which
could be done by rationaliz-
ing duties and taxes on so-

As much as 97 per cent of
mobile phones used by
Pakistanis are being manufac-
tured locally. Mobile phones of ing plants mamfactured/
all brands, except one, are
produced indigenously

uary-August) of 2022 com-
pared to 1.21 million im-

ported commercially, says
Pakistan Telecomnmnica-
tion Authority (PTA).

The local mamufactur-

assembled 0.67 million
mobile phones in August
2022. The manufactured/

lar panel imports.

Thereafter, he said that a 5-year plan was needed
to further rationalize tax and tariff regimes for pro-
viding a level playing field to the local manufacturers.

He said the present government was looking to
offer certain incentives such as tax holidays, duty-free
import of input materials and plant and machinery

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

assembled mobile phones
handsets by local mamufacturing plants during the
calendar year 2021 stood at 24.66 million compared
to 13.05 million in 2020, i.e. an increase of 88 per
cent. The commercial imports of mobile phone
handsets stood at 10.26 million in 2021 compared
to 24.51 million in 2020, revealed the official data
of the PTA.
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The locally-mamufactured/assembled 15.61 mil-
lion mobile phones handsets include 8.85 million 2G
and 6.76 million smartphones. Further, as per the
PTA data, 54 per cent of mobile devices are smart-
phones and 46 per cent 2G on the Pakistan network.

However, despite the increase in the local pro-
duction of mobile phones, Pakistan imported mo-
bile phones worth $101.864 million during the first
two months (July-August) of the current fiscal year
2022-23. Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) data
shows that on a month-on-month (MoM) basis mo-
bile phone imports registered 62.51 per cent growth
and stood at $63.060 million in August 2022 when
compared to $38.804 million in July 2022.

The successful implementation of the Device
Identification Registration and Blocking System
(DIRBS) along with conducive government policies
including the mobile mamufacturing policy created a
conducive environment for mobile device manufac-
turing in Pakistan.

It has also contributed positively to the mobile
ecosystem of Pakistan by eliminating the counterfeit
device market and providing a level-playing field for
commercial entities and creating trust of the con-
sumers through the formulation of standardised le-
gal channels for all sorts of device imports. m

| OCTOBER I5 - NOVEMBER 15, 2022




Business News Magazine

he import of mobile phones has wit-

nessed a drastic decrease of 67.62 per

cent during the first quarter of the cur-

rent fiscal year (2022-23) as compared
to the corresponding period of the last year.

Among multiple reasons for the declining
import of handsets, the main are inflation, the
fall-free Pak rupee and heavy taxes on mobile
phones. The feature is despite the reason the
government has lifted the ban on the import of
luxury and non-essential items, including motor
vehicles, mobile phones and the home applianc-
es. The government imposed a complete ban on
the import of such items in the wake of a serious
balance of payment crisis as well as to arrest the
depreciation of the rupee against the dollar.

Pakistan imported mobile phones worth
$160.271 million from July-September (2022-23)
as compared to the imports of $494.960 million
from July-September (2021-22), which shows a
decline of 67.62 per cent, according to the latest
data released by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS).

Meanwhile, on a year-to-year basis, the import
of mobile phones also dipped by 72.06 per cent
during the month of September 2022, as com-
pared to the same month last year. The import
of mobile phones during September 2022 was re-
corded at $58.407 million against the exports of
$209.013 million in September 2021.

On a month-on-month basis, the imports of
mobile phones decreased by 7.38 per cent during
September 2022, as compared to the imports of
$63.060 million during August 2022, according
to the data.

The majority of people in the
country are now smartphone
users. A large number of these
touchsecreen phones are
imported from other countries
mainly South Korea, China, and
America

The overall telecom imports into the country
stood at $248.998 million during the first quarter
of FY23 registering a decrease of 60.96 per cent
compared to $637.874 million during the same
period of the last fiscal year.

However, on a YoY basis, the overall telecom
imports decreased by 70.89 per cent in Septem-
ber 2022 and stood at $78.846 million when com-
pared to $270.823 million in September 2021. On
anMoM basis, the overall telecom imports regis-
tered a decrease of 22.35 per cent in September
2022 when compared to $101.537 million during
August 2022.

The import of other apparatus relevant to
telecom stood at $88.727 million in July-Sep-
tember 2022 and registered 37.92 per cent nega-
tive growth when compared to $142.914 million
during the same period of the last fiscal year.

On a year-on-year basis, the import of other
apparatus remained at $20.439 million in Sep-
tember 2022 and registered 66.93 per cent neg-
ative growth when compared to $61.810 million
in September 2021 and registered 46.88 per cent
negative growth on anMoM basis when com-
pared to $38.477 million in August 2022.

According to the Chief Executive Officer
of the Engineering Development Board (EBD)
Almas Hyder, the local production of mobile
phones has crossed the 50 million mark in only a
year and set a new record. Out of these 50 million
devices, 22 million were smartphones while the
rests are feature phone and bar phone users. Over
90% of these locally manufactured devices have
already been sold.

In addition, as of now, there are around 31
local and international mobile phone brands in
Pakistan, some of which have already set up
their manufacturing plants while others are in
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Import of handsets
down by 67.62%

as local products
dominate market
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Government of Pakistan

Pakistan imported mobile phones worth $160.271 million
from July-September (2022-23) as compared to the imports
of $494.960 million from July-September (2021-22), which
shows a decline of 67.62 per cent, according to the latest data
released by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS)

the phase of acquiring the necessary licenses and
permits to establish their production lines in the
country, according to Almas Hyder.

Pakistan jumped into the local manufacturing
and export of different types of feature phones
and smartphones recently with the government’s
new taxation policies, which mainly revolved
around the reduction of duties to boost the coun-
try’s telecom sector. Big names have already ex-
pressed interest in manufacturing in Pakistan and
are targeting to produce millions of smartphones
annually in their local manufacturing plants.

On the account of all these noteworthy de-
velopments, the country’s telecom industry is
undergoing a paradigm shift. The export of local-
ly manufactured phones has picked up the pace,
whereas the country’s import of such devices has
significantly reduced recently.

The majority of people in the country are now
smartphone users. A large number of these touch-
screen phones are imported from other countries
mainly South Korea, China, and the US.

Cellular subscriptions in Pakistan crossed the
195 million mark by the end of August 2022, fig-
ures shared by the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA).

‘While 3G/4G users grew from 120 million,
broadband subscriptions — including 98m 3G
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and 4G subscribers — topped 123m in the same
period.

The number of cellular subscribers as well as
teledensity declined in Pakistan during August
2022 as compared to July 2022, Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA) data revealed.

The number of cellular subscribers in Paki-
stan decreased by 0.51 million to 194.75 million
by end-August 2022 compared to 195.26 million
by end-July.

The teledensity for cellular mobile decreased
from 88.61 per cent by the end of July to 88.21
per cent by end-August 2022. The total teleden-
sity decreased from 89.8 per cent by end-July to
89.4 per cent by August.

According to Statista, the current number of
smartphone users in the world today is 6.648 bil-
lion, meaning 83.32% of the world’s population
owns a smartphone. This figure is considerably
higher from 2016 when only 3.668 billion users,
49.40% of that year's global population, existed.

In 2022, including both smart and feature
phones, the current number of mobile phone us-
ers is 7.26 billion, which makes 91.00% of people
in the world cell phone owners. Feature phones
are basic cell phones without apps and com-
plex OS systems, more prominent in developing
countries. =
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Unleash your creativity and win

exclusive

a Shot’ activity

&
Vivo : Qs

OFFICIAL SMARTPHOMNE

gifts with vivo’'s’'Give It

GIVE IT ASHOT

Talking about the inspiration and aim of this activity, Mr. ZohairChohan, Director Brand
Strategy at vivo Pakistan said the FIFA World Cup season is an exciting period of unity and
togetherness. As the official sponsors, we, at vivo, wish to accelerate this wave of enthusiasm
and transform it into a more inclusive and engaging experience. As a brand, we encourage
users to express themselves and shine with their creativity

ivo, the leading technology brand, had ear-

lier announced itself as the official spon-

sor for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 20221,

With an aim to ensure an immersive FIFA
experience for its users and audience, vivo has
launched the ‘Give It a Shot’ activity which will
run till November 16, 2022. vivo is all set to make
' this FIFA experience an exciting one for fans
across the world.

Building customer loyalty and driving authen-
tic conversations with consumers have been at the
core of vivo's brand values. Pledging to the con-
sumer-centric approach of vivo, the activity aims
at engaging the community of football fans with
the opportunity to win exciting prizes.

The FIFA World Cup is a season of excite-
ment and anticipation, that binds people across
the world. It is filled with breathtaking moments
that deserve to be captured in frames. vivo’s ‘Give
It a Shot’ activity allows participants to win vivo
prizes by capturing one such photograph or vid-
eo on their smartphones. The activity encourag-
es users to share their passion and creativity with
the world. Participants can use any smartphone to
participate in the activity, but it is recommended
to use vivo smartphones to win exclusive gifts.

Talking about the inspiration and aim of this
activity, Mr. ZohairChohan, Director Brand Strat-
egy at vivo Pakistan said: “The FIFA World Cup
season is an exciting period of unity and together-
ness. As the official sponsors, we, at vivo, wish to
accelerate this wave of enthusiasm and transform
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it into a more inclusive and engaging experience.
As a brand, we encourage users to express them-
selves and shine with their creativity. With this
activity, we want users to capture moments that
are special to them in this FIFA World Cup sea-
son in the most unique manner and share it with
the world. To mark this moment of competition,
cooperation and unity, this activity is our effort
towards building a tight-knit interconnected com-

As the official smartphone
sponsor of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022™ vivo’s “Give It
a Shot” activity is sure to kick
start the event with much
enthusiasm and vigour

munity that traverses the chasms of nationalities
and borders and celebrating it with our customers.
It is also an expression of our gratitude towards
consumers, by ensuring that this is a memorable
occasion for them.”

To ensure ease and encourage engagement,
vivo has made the process of participation easy
and effortless. The participants simply need to
share a vivo and football themed photograph or
video, including vivo and FIFA elements and tag
the official vivo Instagram page to their entries
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with the #vivogiveitashot on their Instagram. The
10 best and most creative entries will be reward-
ed with a vivo smartphone and a FIFA football.
Participants have an opportunity to express and
connect with a community of passionate football
fans, along with a chance of winning prizes for the
same.

The imaging capabilities of vivo smartphones
provide the ideal tools for the expression of pas-
sion and individual creativity. vivo has proved to
understand the value of sharing in today’s age, and
has integrated this awareness into its products by
equipping them with powerful camera setups so
users can capture memorable moments and share
their joy with others.

vivo’s partnership with ZIESS to provide a pro-
fessional photography experience is a testament to
its commitment to providing the best of innova-
tion and technology. This activity empowers par-
ticipants to make the most of their smartphone
cameras by experimenting with different styles,
perspectives and angles.

The activity is vivo's effort of promoting smart-
phone photography, creating a space for reward-
ing the creative pursuits of young individuals, and
strengthening ties with its consumers. As the offi-
cial smartphone sponsor of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022™, vivo’s “Give It a Shot” activity is
sure to kick start the event with much enthusiasm
and vigour. With such exciting prizes in store, this
is your queue to pick up your smartphone, capture
a photograph and hit share! m
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he Furopean Union and Pakistan, em-

phasizing the importance of bilateral

trade relations, have noted that the Gen-

eralised Scheme of Preferences Plus
(GSP+) had resulted in increasing the bilateral
trade to EUR 12.2 billion in 2021.

This was noted during the parley of 12th Eu-
ropean Union (EU) - Pakistan Joint Commission
held in Islamabad to exchange views on all areas
of cooperation between the EU and Pakistan.

The Joint Commission was co-chaired by Gun-
nar Wiegand, Managing Director for Asia and the
Pacific in the European External Action Service,
and Muhammad Humair Karim, Secretary of the
Ministry of Economic Affairs. Representatives of
the relevant ministries of the Government of Paki-
stan as well as of the European Commission, the
European External Action Service, the Ambassa-
dor of the EU to Pakistan, Pakistan's Ambassador
to the EU and observers from EU member states
also participated in the meeting.

Both sides presented the results of the Sub-
Group meeting on Trade and discussed ways to
address issues hampering trade and investment.

The EU stressed the effective implementation
of the 27 international conventions related to
GSP+, and Pakistan reiterated its firm commit-
ment in this regard.

They also discussed enhancing cooperation in
agriculture, food security, and quality standards.

The EU expressed solidarity with the people
affected by unprecedented climate-induced floods
ravaging the country and informed the partici-
pants about its contribution to addressing the most
urgent needs of the affected population.

Pakistan expressed appreciation for the EU’s
and its member states’ support in mobilizing funds
of EUR 123 million as well as in-kind assistance
for relief efforts.

The EU stressed the effective
implementation of the 27
international conventions

related to GSP+, and Pakistan

reiterated its firm commitment
in this regard

Pakistan also emphasized the need for addi-
tional assistance for the rehabilitation and recon-
struction phase. The two sides agreed to further
cooperate to address climate change-related chal-
lenges.

The Joint Commission was briefed about the
outcome of the Sub-Group meeting on Democ-
racy, Governance, the Rule of Law and Human
Rights. Pakistan and the EU discussed civil and
political rights, the rights of persons belonging to
minorities and vulnerable groups and freedom of
religion or belief, including concerns about an-
ti-Muslim hatred.

They discussed the role of civil society organ-
isations, freedom of expression and opinion, me-
dia freedom and the fight against disinformation.
Pakistan informed about steps taken to strengthen
access to justice and reforms related to the applica-
tion of the death penalty.

The EU welcomed Pakistan’s legislation on the
protection of women's and children’s rights, the
protection of transgender persons, as well as the
protection of journalists. Both parties discussed
legislative proposals, namely the anti-torture bill
and the bill on enforced disappearances.

They also discussed the electoral reforms pro-
cess, including recommendations made by the
2018 Electoral Observation Mission. Both sides
reiterated their commitment to multilateralism
and the United Nations Charter.

The Joint Commission was briefed about the
results of the Sub-Group on Development Coop-
eration.

The EU and Pakistan took stock of the prog-
ress made in ongoing actions and exchanged infor-
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F.U-Pakistan trade
substantially grows
under GSP+
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The EU and Pakistan emphasized their commitment to closer
cooperation on a comprehensive approach to migration.

This included joint efforts to work towards finding new

opportunities for legal migration as well as full and effective
implementation of the kEU-Pakistan Readmission Agreement

mation about the new programming cycle of the
EU. The EU and Pakistan also exchanged views
on future programmes and longer-term develop-
ment needs, including achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

The EU informed Pakistan about Global Gate-
way, a EUR 300 billion co-investment strategy
rooted in partnership, sustainability and the rule
of law. The EU and Pakistan emphasized their
commitment to closer cooperation on a compre-
hensive approach to migration. This includes joint
efforts to work towards finding new opportunities

for legal migration as well as full and effective im-
plementation of the EU-Pakistan Readmission
Agreement.

They agreed to launch a comprehensive migra-
tion and mobility dialogue before the end of the
year. They also discussed cooperation in the fields
of education, culture, science and technology, as
well as connectivity and digitalisation.

Besides bilateral cooperation, both sides also
exchanged views on regional and global issues in-
cluding Afghanistan and Jammu & Kashmir. They
also expressed deep concern over the situation in
Ukraine. They stressed the need to find peaceful
solutions to conflicts, in full respect of the princi-
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ples of international law and the UN Charter.

The EU welcomed the progress made by Pa-
kistan in the implementation of the Financial Ac-
tion Task Force (FATF) Action Plans.

It was agreed that the next session of the
EU-Pakistan Joint Commission would be held in
Brussels in 2023.

Exports to the EU are dominated by textiles
and clothing, which accounted for 75.2% of Paki-
stan's total exports to the EU in 2020.

From 2010-20, EU imports from Pakistan al-
most doubled from €3,072 million to €5,537 mil-

lion. “The growth in imports from Pakistan accel-
erated particularly after the award of GSP+ status
(€5,515 million in 2014).”

“The export growth was stagnant during the
last five to seven years, however, with the incen-
tives offered by the previous government in terms
of gas and electricity tariff at competitive pricing,
our textile exports started to flourish and are ex-
pected to touch an all-time high this year,” AHL
Head of Research Tahir Abbas said.

The information technology (IT) sector had
a massive potential that the government should
explore, as the sector had posted robust growth

during the past year. m
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PTA introducing
‘Live Finger
Detector’ to check
SIM frauds

Live fingers exhibit changes in patterns of the area, intensity,
and movement as they gradually make contact with the sensor

surface. Whereas imitation fingers

produce unnaturally

changed patterns of divided regions, partially dark areas,
distorted boundaryshapes,andsignificantcore partmovement.
That would aid in detecting fraud and phoney lingerprints

Live Finger Detector (LFD) device is be-
ing employed by the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) to eliminate
ilicon thumbs and prevent the misuse of
SIM cards in fraud and online crimes.

According to official papers from the Interior
Ministry, it has been seen using social media net-
works criminals frequently employ numerous meth-
ods to con unsuspecting individuals into giving their
money to a fake bank account. Based on an analysis
of the dynamic and static image properties of the
the actual fingers, Live Finger Detection (LFD) tech-
nology has been used to know the difference between
them. Fake fingers may easily be differentiated from
real fingers using an advanced analytic technique
which finds anomalies in the dynamically changing
pattern of fingerprint pictures and many static as-
pects about the liveness or unnaturalness of fingers.

Live fingers exhibit changes in patterns of the
area, intensity, and movement as they gradually
make contact with the sensor surface. Whereas im-
itation fingers produce unnaturally changed patterns
of divided regions, partially dark areas, distorted
boundary shapes, and significant core part move-
ment. That would aid in detecting fraud and phoney
fingerprints.

Mobile SIMs that have been fraudulently acti-
vated using methods like silicon thumb impressions
and other approaches are the main tools utilised in
these scams. Under Section 17 of the PECA-2016,
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the PTA has the responsibility to check and monitor
illicit STMs.

Additionally, these violations are dealt with under
PECA-2016 sections 13 (electronic forgery), 14 (elec-
tronic fraud), 16 (unauthorised use of identifying in-
formation), and 17 (issuance of unlawful SIMs). The
records further claimed that the investigation agency,
the FTA Cybercrime Wing (FIA-CCW) took signifi-
cant action in those cases.

According to sections 13 and 14 of the PECA-
2016, financial fraud is a crime, and the FIA-CCW
received 21,259 complaints on the comumittal of this
offence this year Out of 21,259 complaints, 3,894
were turned into routine inquiries, charges were filed

'The major tools used in these
frauds were SIMs which were
activated fraudulently by using
different technicues like silicon
thumb impression etc.

on 352, and 415 suspects were taken into custody.
Inquiries were held into 3,894 complaints, 652 cases
were registered, and 703 accused were detained in
2021 according to CCW.

As many as 33 cases were filed by CCW FIA this
year, and 69 suspects were arrested. Under section
17 (issuance of unlawful SIMs) of the PECA-2016,
22 cases were registered in 2021, and 53 accused per-
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sons were taken into custody. Cases are filed against
the owners/users of such SIMs in accordance with
the applicable PECA-2016 regulations. In situations
like franchise owners, etc., criminal actions have also
been started against the facilitator or aiding party.

The records also showed that actions were taken
against those who bought or sold silicon thumbs. To
banish silicon thumbs, the PTA decided to introduce
the Live Finger Detector (LFD) device. For the pur-
pose of locating and reporting to the PTA to disable
the mobile device permanently, an IIMFEI database
has been maintained. In December 2021, Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) decided to re-
place old biometric verification with LFD devices for
issuing SIM cards. The move came after fake SIM
cards turned out to be a huge challenge for Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority, National Database
and Registration Authority (NADRA), and Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA).

Meanwhile, telecom operators have also pointed
out flaws in LFD devices. They also claimed that it
was difficult to buy new machines for the new sys-
tem every day. In 2008, Pakistan introduced a SIM
ownership verification system, 667. A customer was
required to provide the original ID details and a
thumbprint to get a mobile SIM.

Minister of State for Law and Justice Senator
ShahadatAwan said cyber criminals used different
methods to trap innocent people to rob them of their
hard-earned money on social media.

Responding to the question, raised by Senator
SeemeeEzdi, he told the House that the major tools
used in these frauds were mobile Subscriber’s Identi-
ty Modules (SIMs) which were activated fraudulent-
ly by using different techniques like silicon thumb
impression etc. He said it was the mandate of the
Pakistan Telecommmunication Authority (PTA) to
check and monitor illegal SIMs biometric verifica-
tion under Section- 17 of the Prevention of Electron-
ic Crimes Act (PECA), 2016 (unauthorized issuance
of SIM cards). He said such offences were dealt with
under Section-13 (Electronic Forgery) Section-14
(Electronic Fraud), Section-16 (Unauthorized use
of Identity Information) and Section-17 (Issues of
illegal SIMs) of PECA-2016. The FIA Cybercrime
Wing had taken serious steps in these matters, he
said adding during the current year, it had received
21,259 complaints of financial fraud which is a crim-
inal offence under Sections 13, 14 of PECA-2016.

He said out of 21,259 complaints, 3,894 were
comm’tedmtoregularmqumesandSSZ cases were

whereas 415 accused were arrested.

In 2021, the FIA Cybercrime Wing registered
3,894 enquiries, 652 cases and 703 accused were
arrested, he said adding during the current year, the
FIA Cybercrime Wing had registered 33 cases and
69 accused were arrested. He said in 2021, 22 cases
were registered and 53 accused were arrested under
Section 17 (Issuance of illegal SIMs) of PECA-2016.

He also said the PTA was planning to introduce
a Live Finger Detector (LFD) system to eradicate
silicon thumbs. The Cybercrime Wing of the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency (CCW-FIA) has received
some 21,259 complaints of financial fraud which
was a criminal offence under sections 13 and 14 of
PECA-2016 so far and the Agency has taken serious
steps to take the culprits to task. According to the of-
ficial statistics, out of 21,259 complaints, 3,894 were
comm’tedmtoreglﬂarenqumes and 352 cases were

whereas 415 accused were arrested.

In 2021, FIA Cybercrime Wing registered 3,894
enquiries, 652 cases and 703 accused were arrested.

During the current year, Cybercrime Wing FIA
registered 33 cases and 69 accused were arrested.

In 2021, 22 cases were registered and 53 accused
were arrested under section 17 (Issuance of illegal
SIMs). However, cases were registered under the rel-
evant provisions of PECA-2016 against the holders
and users of such SIMs. Moreover, criminal pro-
and abettors in such cases as franchise owners etc.

The crackdown operations were conducted
against the sellers and buyers of silicon thumbs.

The database of IMFIs was maintained to iden-
tify and report to PTA for permanently blocking the

mobile set. m
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akistan lacks a business model for in-

ter-sectoral infrastructure sharing for de-

ployment of fibre-optic cable, which has

obliged every telecom company to build
its own network and bear all the costs of getting
approvals and construction, thus lowering the effi-
ciency and increasing the costs of fibre-optic cable
construction.

According to a report by the China Academy
of Information Communication Technology (CA-
ICT), currently, the high costs and complex ap-
proval procedures have affected the telcos’ will to
roll out fibre-optic cable. So it hindered the fixed
broadband (FBB) development in Pakistan in the
long run.

“This could be attractive to incumbent telcos
that want to provide a more universal service. For
alternative telcos, deploying Fiber to the Home
(FTTH) based power networks may provide access
to better products and more attractive pricing. It
can also stimulate competition in a way that bene-
fits the policymakers,” the report says.

Pakistan's government seeks to promote IT in-
frastructure sharing. As per Telecom Policy 2015,
the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
is responsible for developing the necessary regula-
tory instrument to encourage, facilitate and stan-
dardize infrastructure sharing in consultation with
the Ministry of Information Technology and Tele-
communication (MoITT) and stakeholders.

To that effect, the PTA is developing infrastruc-
ture-sharing guidelines based on the principles
of neutrality, non-discrimination and equal ac-
cess. The guidelines will provide a mechanism for
licensees and other stakeholders to share their tele-
com and other infrastructure facilities that would
include space, electrical power, air conditioning,
security, cable ducts, space on antenna and towers,
etc.

The report says the FITH in Pakistan mainly
covers densely populated areas such as Karachi
and Lahore. Its construction pace is significantly
slower than other benchmark countries. For ex-
ample, China has been vigorously promoting the
transformation to an “all fibre-optic network”
since 2013. In 2019, China built 4.34 million km
of new fibre-optic cable, bringing the total length
to 47.5 million km.

Currently, there is no guideline for fibre pre-de-
ployment in new buildings in Pakistan, despite that
fact many countries including France, China, Sin-
gapore, South Korea, Switzerland, the UAE, etc.,
have already issued such guidelines. And the latest
case is from the UK.

The guidelines say the total cost of fibre deploy-
ment would be minimized. The developers could
share the construction teams.

Rollout time was saved significantly because
permission was not mandatory when the homes
were not handed over to the users. The guidelines
say that the users would enjoy less lead time for
service provisioning because the fibre was already
there in their homes and it was easier for the users
to choose service providers, and it encouraged the
market competition.

Economic benefits would also be significant, as
mentioned in the guidelines, because the operators
spend less time on fibre rollout and service com-
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Telcos for ending
hurdles in fixed

broadband
development

Currently, there is no guideline for fibre pre-deployment in

Ry
AN
-

new buildings in Pakistan, despite the fact that many countries,
including France, China, Singapore, South Korea, Switzerland,
the UAE, etc., have already issued guidelines in this respect.
And the latest case is from the UK

by 9.84 per cent as exports witnessed a growth of
8.25 per cent during the first two months of the
current fiscal year as compared to the correspond-
ing period of last year, the Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS) reported.

According to PBS data, the exports from the
country from July-August (2022-23) were record-
ed at $1,130.14 million against the exports of
$1,043.99 million in July-August (2021-22), show-

missioning, and possibly,

well

at a higher take-up rate as I'|"['H in Pakistan mainly covers cent.

ing growth of 8.25 per

The  services’ im-

The capability of IcT densely populated areas such A8 orts also went up by

infrastructure to promote
the digital transformation

cantly enhanced. The pop-
ulation coverage of mobile
broadband has reached

Karachi and Lahore. Its
of MoITT has been signifi-construction pace is significantly,

1.15 per cent from US$
1,719.13 million last year
US$1,738.84 million

slower than other benchmark dvring the period under re-
countries

view. Based on the figures,
the services trade defi-

95% across the country,
while 5G technology will cover 4% of mobile us-
ers by 2025. The population coverage of FITH
has reached 20%. Fixed broadband subscribers
in urban and rural areas now could access broad-
band services at a speed no less than 50Mbps and
30Mbps respectively.

Meanwhile, the services trade deficit has shrunk
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cit was recorded at US$
608.70 million this year against a deficit of US$
675.14 million during the last fiscal year, showing
a decline of 9.84 per cent.

On a year-on-year basis, the services exports
during the month of August 2022 grew by 4 per
cent to US$ 575.14 million against the exports of
US $ 553 million during August 2021.
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On the other hand, the imports decreased by
0.54 percent from US$ 941.08 million last August
to US$ 936.04 million in August 2022, according
to the data.

On a month-on-month basis, the exports of the
country went up by 3.63 per cent as compared to
the exports of US $ 555 million in July 2022. The
imports also went up by 16.60 per cent as com-
pared to the imports of US $802.80 million in July
2022, the data revealed.

Meanwhile, the merchandise trade deficit wit-
nessed a decline of 21.42 per cent in the first quarter
{O1) of the current fiscal year, with a considerable
decline in imports and an upward trend in exports.
The exports during July-September (2022-23) were
recorded at $7.125 billion against the exports of
$6.996 billion in July-September (2021-22), show-
ing a growth of 1.84 per cent, according to data
released by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

On the other hand, the imports of the country
decreased by 12.72 per cent during the period un-
der review by going down from $18.715 billion last
year to $16.334 billion during the current year.

Based on the figures, the trade deficit was re-
corded at $9.209 billion this year against the deficit
of $11.719 billion last year, showing a decline of
21.42 per cent, according to the data. =
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mumber of startups from different Na-
tional Incubation Centers have partici-
pated with Ignite National Technology
Fund in the GITEX Global exhibition,

held in Dubai, attracting a large number of visitors

from across the world.

The event featured a global lineup of compa-
nies and startups, showcasing innovative solutions
across the metaverse, artificial intelligence (AI),
Web3, blockchain, 6G, cloud computing, fintech
and big data. Here are some key highlights from
GITEX Global.

Ignite established a large country pavilion in
Zaabeel Hall 5 at GITEX this year and selected
startups from different verticals to showcase the en-
trepreneurial potential of Pakistan in different ar-
eas including MyTM (Fintech), MapAlytics (AR/
VR), XpertFlow (AI), Empowering People and
Organizations (e-services), Asani.]IO (CleanTech),
InstaCare (HealthTech), Brayt (Ecommerce), Ed-
versity(EdTech), WonderTree( AR/VR), and Orbit
(EdTech).

Three of these startups qualified for the Super-
nova pitching competition at GITEX.

Speaking on the occasion, Federal Minister for
IT Syed Aminul Haque said: “It is an immense feel-
ing to be here in GITEX and see lots of Pakistani
companies exhibiting here. Seeing the “TECH desti-
NATION PAKISTAN’ logo everywhere is a proud
moment not only for me but for the whole Pakistani
community living in the Gulf.”

He noted that 29 Pakistani companies were ex-
hibiting at GITEX during the current year, terming
it “a great achievernent”. The Federal Minister said
that the Ministry of IT was committed to increasing
IT exports.

GITEX is the largest technology event in the
Middle East, which attracted more than 100,000
visitors from more than 170 countries this year.
There were more than 5,000 exhibitors and 800
startups exhibiting at GITEX in different areas in-
cluding metaverse, 5G, artificial intelligence, cloud
& edge, cybersecurity, fintech, blockchain, data an-
alytics and smart cities.

Inaugurating Ignite’s pavilion at GITEX, Feder-
al Minister for I'T & Telecom Syed Aminul Haque
said: "he was delighted that future stars of Pakistan
were showcasing their ideas at GITEX this year.”

“This clearly shows that the entrepreneurial
ecosystem of Pakistan is on the rise,” he added.

The Minister said Ignite had doubled the num-
ber of Pakistani startups participating at GITEX
this year which reflected Ignite’s efforts towards
promoting the startup ecosystem of Pakistan.”

‘While conveying his thoughts on the occasion,
Secretary I'T & Telecom Mohsin Mushtaq said that
startups were creating jobs, empowering wom-
en and bringing investments. “We are witnessing
growth not only in the number of startups but also
an increase in our network of national incubation
centres, investors’ interest and startup competi-
tions.”

“More than $340 million has been raised by
Pakistani startups till September 2022 despite a 30
per cent reduction in global startup funding,” Asim
Shahryar Husain, CEO of Ignite noted.

He said considering that Pakistani startups had
raised more than $870 million over the last 5 years
against average equity of 25 per cent, the total val-
uation of Pakistani startups has been estimated at
around $3.5 billion at present.

He said the purpose of participation in GITEX
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More than $340 million has been raised by Pakistani startups
till September 2022 despite a 30 per cent reduction in global
startup funding. Considering that Pakistani startups raised
more than $870 million over the last 5 years against average
equity of 25 per cent, the total valuation of Pakistani startups
has been estimated at around $3.5 billion at present

was to connect Pakistani startups with internation-
al customers and investors and to create awareness
about Pakistan's rising entrepreneurial talent.’

An MoU was also signed during the event by
CEO Ignite and CEO of Huawei Pakistan, Mark
Meng, for collaboration in technology innovation
and entrepreneurship between both organizations.

Ignite and the Ministry of IT & Telecom are
looking forward to some exciting results from the
startups showcasing at GITEX this year. One of the
Pakistani startups at GITEX has already closed a
deal of more than half a million dollars during the
event. Another startup is expecting to close a deal
by next month.

Ignite and the Ministry of IT & Telecom are
looking forward to some exciting results from the
startups showcasing at GITEX this year. One of the
Pakistani startups at GITEX has already closed a
deal of more than half a million dollars during the
event. Another startup is expecting to close a deal
by next month.

Ignite National Technology Fund is a public
sector company with the Ministry of IT & Telecom
which focuses on funding and promoting tech in-
novation and entrepreneurship in Pakistan. So far,
Ignite has established incubation centres in 7 differ-
ent cities of Pakistan which have incubated more
than 1100 startups, created 115,000 jobs, and raised
funding of more than Rs. 16 billion.

At the closing ceremony, H.H. Sheikh Mak-
toum bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Deputy Ruler of Dubai, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance said that the vision of His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of
Dubai, had driven Dubai and the UAE to achieve
global leadership in digital transformation. He said
Dubai ensured an enhanced customer experience
by adopting the latest technologies and solutions.

H.H. Sheikh Maktoum’s remarks came during
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his visit to the 42nd edition of GITEX Global,
which concluded at the Dubai World Trade Cen-
tre, after bringing together more than 5,000 lead-
ing technology companies, including 35 Unicorns,
from more than 90 countries.

Sheikh Maktoum expressed his appreciation to
the various local government entities participating
in the event for their efforts to adopt innovative
solutions that support the UAE’s strategic objec-
tives to provide world-class services to citizens, res-
idents, and visitors.

He noted that 29 Pakistani
companies were exhibiting at
GITEX during the current year,
terming it “a great achievement”.
The Federal Minister said the

Ministry of I'T was committed to
increasing I'T exports

The Deputy Ruler of Dubai visited pavilions of
different government entities at GITEX Global, ac-
companied by Hamad Obaid Al Mansoori, Direc-
tor-General of Dubai Digital Authority.

During his visit, Sheikh Maktoum was briefed
about the cutting-edge technology solutions and
digital products displayed at the event.

H.H. Sheikh Maktoum visited the pavilions of
the General Directorate of Residency and Foreign-
ers Affairs in Dubai, Smart Dubai, Dubai Police,
Dubai Courts, Dubai Chambers, the Roads and
Transport Authority, Du and Emaratech.

He also toured the pavilions of the Ministry of
Interior of Saudi Arabia, the UAE Ministry of Fi-
nance, the Government of Ajman, the Government
of Abu Dhabi, and the Government of Sharjah. m
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Automakers get Rs
217 billion advance
while fixing car
prices at whim
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( halrman ofthe Pubhc Accounts Committee (PAC) Noor Alam
Khan directed the Secretary of Industries and Production
to ensure the presence of the bosses of all car companies
operating in Pakistan in the next meeting of the committee
and expressed displeasure over the absence of presidents
and CEOs of a number of automobile companies when they

were expected to show up

t has become customary with the automobile
companies in the country to collect billions of
rupees in advance for vehicles from the cus-
tomers and deliver them within 3 months to
6 months increasing the prices of the vehicles at
whim in between. The government automobile

. body in this scenario has a vital role to monitor the

situation and impose fines on unjustified profiteers.

Pakistan’s Automobile companies have collect-
ed around Rs. 217 billion from customers in ad-
vance bookings this year with Toyota Indus Motors
Company (IMC) leading the game at Rs. 112 bil-
lion.

The Secretary of the Ministry of Industries and
Production disclosed these numbers to the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) meeting, which was
headed by the Chairman of the Committee, MINA
Noor Alam Khan.

Toyota is followed by Pak Suzuki Motor Com-
pany (PSMC) which received in advance Rs. 41.66
billion and Honda Atlas Cars Limited (HACL)
which got the advance of Rs. 23 billion for deliver-
ing the vehicles, the Secretary added.

He explained that they collected 20 to 100 per
cent of the car’s price as booking from customers
despite the fact their production facilities were not
fully operational.

He further said that companies were bound to
deliver vehicles to the customers within 60 days of
the booking adding, Toyota had the capacity to pro-
duce 5,600 vehicles per year but it did not manufac-
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ture that number because its plant was not fully op-
erational. If a company fails to deliver the vehicle
in the stipulated time they have to pay KIBOR plus
a 3 per cent penalty for late delivery. In this regard,
the Secretary revealed that the car companies paid
over Rs. 1.9 billion to the customers during the last
two years.

During the meeting, PAC suggested renaming
Pakistan’s automakers to auto assemblers, while au-
tomakers argued that they were suffering financial
losses, for which they were obliged to shut down
the plant.

Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), Noor Alam Khan directed the Secretary of
Industries and Production to ensure the presence of
the bosses of all car companies operating in Paki-
stan in the next meeting of the committee and ex-
pressed displeasure over the absence of presidents
and CEOs of a number of automobile companies
when they were expected to show up.

According to the details, senior automobile
manufacturing officials and executives skipped the
meeting that had been called to discuss the constant
increase in car prices across the industry.

The PAC, a Parliamentary Committee meant to
oversee public accounting, had called the meeting
after observing a number of complaints regarding
the sharp hike in the prices of cars. The absence
of the industry executives, however, left the Com-
mittee somewhat red-faced, leading it to summon
not only the CEOs of automobile companies but
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also the FBR chairman, the SBF governor, and the
SECP chairman.

In response, the attitude of indifference of the
automobile industry has turned into annoyance.
Abdul Waheed Khan, Director General of the
Pakistan Automotive Manufacturers Association
(PAMA), expressed annoyance over the summons
saying the industry was going through turbulent
times.

“These are not normal times. Sometimes the
exchange rate is fluctuating, sometimes there is
another problem. Our latest worry is getting our
Letters of Credit (LCs) approved by the SBP which
was not being done — it is something which was
never seen in the past. This has led us to face de-
murrage worth billions,” he said.

The SBP’s administrative mandate over
the Letter of Credit, pertaining to complete-
ly-knocked-down (CKD) kits and other automotive
parts, is the core issue. The measure to stop LCs
was meant to save Pakistan’s foreign exchange re-
serve. The SBP did allocate import quotas to auto-
motive manufacturers and parts companies. How-
ever, both aforementioned parties want quotas up
to their needs.

During the meeting, PAC.
suggested renaming Pakistan’s
automakers to auto assemblers,
while automakers argued that
they were suffering financial
losses, for which they were
obliged to shut down the plant

“The issues surrounding the industry are highly
complex. Take our parts manufacturers for exam-
ple. They are suffering delays, and if a car is made
up of 100 parts, how can we roll it out with 99
parts, can we? As long as all these problems are not
addressed, delays and price uncertainty will con-
tinue to prevail,” Khan continued.

PAC’s session was the latest in a war of words
that the government and the automotive sector had
over the better part of the summer; with both sides
posing a victim of the unreasonable conduct of the
other. With the Committee trying to flex its con-
stitutional muscle by summoning industry CEOs
now, the war of words may turn into a war of at-
trition. Since the prices of cars are going out of the
control of the Ministry of Industries & Production,
the Comumittee has requested the Prime Minister
of Pakistan to open the import of vehicles/cars to
overcome the monopoly of automobile companies
in the country.

Previously, the National Assembly Standing
Committee on Industries and Production had di-
rected the Ministry of Industry and Production
(MolP) to take stringent action against the sector
for what it believed, were ‘unjustified practices’ of
the carmakers.

The automotive sector at face value does not
constitute a major component of Pakistan's per-
sistent forex crisis. Automotive CKD kits and parts
constituted 3.04 per cent and 0.65 per cent of total
imports across FY22 of all imports based on fig-
ures provided by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS). However, the transport sector was the larg-
est consumer of energy across FY22 with a total
consumption of 17.40 million tonnes of energy.
This secondary consumption is perhaps what the
government has bundled alongside the overall sec-
tor to constitute a major contributor to the forex
crisis.

The government rescinded the import ban on
imported vehicles in August by increasing the reg-
ulatory duties and additional customs duties that
were levied on the imports as a means to mitigate
forex outflow without destroying the sector. How-
ever, the government has yet to establish any com-
parable agreement with the domestic vehicle and
parts manufacturers. =
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Be vigilant to what
your kids view online

In view of the gravity of the matter, it is imperative to sensitize
our social media users (i.e. youngsters, parents, teachers, and
other key stakeholders) about the problems and for adopting
proper measures in time to save our generation from further
harm. In order to achieve the desired results, all stakeholders

need to make a collective effort

eople are usually aware of the benefits of

the internet but a few know of its dark side.

Online risk is a global phenomenon, how-

ever, from Pakistan’s perspective, we face
added challenges from the possibility of uploading/
posting blasphemous and sectarian content. These
are sensitive matters and need to be considered mi-
nutely to avoid the dissemination of hatred in soci-
ety. In view of the gravity of matter, it is imperative
to sensitize our social media users (i.e. youngsters,
parents, teachers, and other key stakeholders) about
the problems and for adopting proper measures in
time to save our generation from further harm. In
order to achieve the desired results, all stakeholders
need to make a collective effort.

Youngsters are more vulnerable in the online
world and parents/guardians may not be fully
aware of online risks, community guidelines of so-
cial media platforms and punishment prescribed in
local laws (i.e. PECA, PPC etc). Parents and teach-
ers need to be watchful of their kids/students’ on-
line activities particularly if they show aggressive
or indecent behaviour which usually results from
viewing inappropriate content or playing online
fighting/war games. Kids/students at this stage
require proper guidance from their parents/teach-
ers from time to time along with the adoption of
recommended measures like, denying them hand-
held devices and allowing them to use PCs placed
in a common area visible to all, and replacing on-
line gaming facilities with physical activities. Most
importantly, parents must spare time for their chil-
dren, be friendly and educate them about online
risks and allow them to discuss their issues without
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judgment. Otherwise, they may confide in strang-
ers/online predators. Educational institutions can
also step up and raise awareness by organizing
seminars/webinars, workshops etc. In addition,
using parental control software and built-in safety
features of SM applications is effective in filtering
inappropriate content/apps, limiting screen time,
observing online activities etc. (List of the paren-
tal control software is available at the PTA website:
www.pta.gov.pk). For the guidance and help of
social media users the PTA has also placed a list
containing links/URLs of community standards of
major SM platforms having information/guidelines
about their important policies to follow while post-
ing content over SM platforms or sharing the same
with others.

Moreover, the Prevention of Electronic Crimes
Act (PECA), approved in 2016, empowers the PTA
to control the circulation of unlawful content over
the internet/social media and the FIA to investigate
cybercrime-related issues. The public can report un-
lawful content to PTA through Complaint Manage-
ment System (CMS): https://complaint.pta.gov.
pk/RegisterComplaint.aspx or PTA CMS mobile
app to get that obnoxious material blocked as well
as seek legal action on cybercrime-related issues by
the Cybercrime Wing (CCW) of the FIA.

It is important to mention that all popular SM
companies and their systems are hosted outside
Pakistan on encrypted HITP sites. The PTA after
scrutinizing the received complaints takes up the
matter with the concerned SM platform for remov-
al/blocking of the reported content. For quick res-
olution of the matter, SM platforms always prefer
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direct communication with the complainant since
it is easier to seek further information (if required).
Links to popular SM complaint reporting proce-
dures/mechanisms are as follow:

Muhammad Farooq

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/
help/181495968648557

YouTube:https: / /support.google.com/you-
tube/answer/28020277hl=en&co=GENIE.

Platform%3DAndroid

Twitter:https://help.twitter.com/en/
rules-and-policies/twitter-report-viola-
tion#specificviolations

TikTok:https:/ /support.tiktok.com/en/ safe-
ty-he/report-a-problem/report-a-video

Instagram:https://help.instagram.
com/519598734752872

Practical internet safety tips

It has become the norm for children to have
laptops, smart devices and other smart devices be-
fore even reaching secondary school. As a parent,
you're in an awkward position between looking out
for their safety, at the same time, not being inclined
to differentiate them from their friends.

One of the best ways to increase safety for your
child online is to install a quality router with a filter.
Examples include Circle or Google Wi-Fi. You can
also set parental controls on a number of apps and
browsers. The filter is hardware-based, and some-

thing that Croft can provide.

After installing this hardware, you can monitor
browsing activity 24/7, with the benefit of constant
reporting and filters across devices. If your child is
using a mobile device remember to leave the age
filter in place and consider setting up either Apple
Screen Time or Google Family Link. Both will al-
low you to manage the device and control what it
can access.

Discussing internet safety with your child is
equally important, for which, you, as a parent, need
to put the effort in too.

If possible, restrict your child’s internet use to a
device in a family room, so you're aware of what
they’re doing online. Again, this may be more diffi-
cult with older children who want their privacy and
independence!

All popular SM companies and
their systems are hosted outside
Pakistan on encrypted HT'TP
sites. The PTA after scrutinizing
the received complaints takes up
the matter with the concerned
SM platform to get the reported
content removed/blocked

Google’s Be Internet Legends scheme is a fan-
tastic initiative for parents and children, helping
children to become internet savvy in a safe and con-
fident way, through online games, downloadable
resources for teaching internet safety, and more.

Finally, a word about cyberbullying. If you sus-
pect your child is a victim of cyberbullying or ‘troll-
ing’ online, it’s important to step in and act as soon
as possible. This is as serious as any other form of
bullying — sometimes worse as the victim can't get
away from the abuse, and it can have a devastating
impact. =
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Solar energy target
fading under tough
import conditions
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Hundreds of such containers were stuck up at the ports due
to the non-clearance of the SBP. The importers of solar energy
products were not only bearing heavy fines but also had to pay
daily $120 per container to international shipping companies

as freight charges

hairman Renewable Energy Association

of Pakistan (REAP) Nasir A Latif and

Vice-President Pakistan Solar Associa-

tion (PSA) Muhammad Faheem Ashraf
have urged the government to devise a hard and
fast policy about Renewable Energy (RE), abol-
ish sales tax on all RE products, and give priority
to local companies in the RE projects to save the
country’s solar industry from collapse.

Jointly addressing a press conference, they
appealed to Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Minister for Power Division KhurramDastgir for
removing the code of solar panels and inverters
from the list of items required to seek prior per-
mission from the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
immediate release of all containers at port besides
waiving off fine on the products.

Nasir Lateef said solar products were put on
the list of items for which special clearance by the
SBP was required for import.

He claimed that hundreds of such containers
were stuck up at the ports due to the non-clear-
ance of the SBP. The importers of solar energy
products were not only bearing heavy fines but
also had to pay daily $120 per container to inter-
national shipping companies as freight charges.

He urged the government to allow the shift-
ing of RE products stuck up at ports to a bonded
warehouse so precious foreign reserves spent on
charges could be saved. He said about 30 per cent
of the industry had already been shut down due to
which thousands of people had lost jobs.

Nisar said that the installation of the solar sys-
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tem was the need of the hour in view of the con-
tinuous increase in the prices of electricity. The
government had announced 10,000 megawatts
(MW) of solar energy projects but the import pol-
icy of the government for solar equipment did not
match the announcement, he said.

He questioned how in such circumstances, the
government could realise its dream to generate
10,000 MW through solar energy.

He expressed the hope that the government
would consider their gen-

Business News Magazine

or a combination of both. The maximum tenor of
financing is 12 years including a maximum grace
period of 2 years. Financing for a single borrower
is up to Rs. 6 billion.

The SBP financing offer for prospective spon-
sors, desirous of installing renewable energy
source-based projects/solutions for generating
electricity up to 1 MW for personal or selling of
electricity to the distribution company is subject
to NEPRA’s Net Metering Regulations. The max-
imum tenor of financing is 10 years including a
maximum grace period of 3 months. Financing
for a single borrower is up to Rs. 400 million.

The Bank's Financing is also available to Re-
newable Energy Investment Entities (RE-IEs)
which have been established to invest in renew-
able energy generation through the installation
of renewable energy projects/solutions of up to
IJMW for selling electricity or leasing/renting
out/selling on deferred payment. The cumulative
financing limit of a RE-IE is Rs. 2 billion.

The maximum tenor of financing to a RE-IE
is 10 years including a grace period of up to 6
months. The Mark-up rate is up to 6 per cent per
year.

Looking at the US alternate energy, in the
Biden Administration’s goal of 100% clean elec-
tricity by 2033, solar energy would need to grow
from 4% of the electricity supply today to 40%
ensuing a dramatic increase in the demand for
solar modules and components. This rapid ex-
pansion of solar energy has the potential to yield
broad benefits in the form of economic activity,
improved public health, and workforce develop-
ment.

Meanwhile, Chinese solar panel manufactur-
ers are building or planning new production facil-
ities that will add combined annual output capac-
ity equivalent to 340 nuclear reactors, buoyed by
strong global demand and new mass-production
technology.

“We’ll double our shipments every year,” said
Tang Jun, president of Changzhou EGing Photo-
voltaic Technology. Last year, the midsized play-
er delivered 2.6 gigawatts’ worth of solar panels,
with the figure expected to rise to 5 GW this year
and 10 GW in 2023.

One gigawatt is the power output of a typical
reactor, so from next year its solar cell deliveries
would be equivalent to EGing installing 10 nucle-
ar facilities each year. Solar cell manufacturing is
driven by capacity. As bigger production volumes
drive down the cost per unit, all players pursue
economies of scale. There is also a technological
factor. Up until last year, so-called p-type cells
were the mainstream due to their superior cost
competitiveness. Altogether, China’s solar cell in-
dustry is either planning or has started construc-
tion on 340 GW worth of additional capacity as
of June, according to an analysis by Great Wall
Glory Securities. The data covers forthcoming
facilities that use production processes for n-type
cells. Solar power is enjoying trail winds. The sec-
tor is on track to produce

uine issues seriously and
address them as a priority.

He questioned how in such

33% of the world’s elec-
tricity by mid-century, ac-

Replying to a question, Circumstances, the government cording to the Internation-

he said that the represen-
tatives of the REAP, PAS
and others met the Minis-
ter for Power Division and
officials of the Alterna-

could realise the dream to
generate 10,000 MW through power’s 35%.
solar energy

al Energy Agency, putting
it second only behind wind

Globally, newly in-

stalled solar power capac-

tive Energy Development
Board (AEDB) for the resolution of their issues
but no breakthrough so far.

To another question, he said that 26 per cent
of the population had no access to a grid system
and solar panels were an easy solution to energize
such areas.

On the other hand, the SBP introduced a fi-
nancing scheme for renewable energy. Financing
is available for prospective sponsors, desirous of
setting up renewable energy power projects with a
capacity ranging from more than 1 MW and up to
50 MW for their own use, selling electricity to the
national grid (including distribution companies)
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ity will surpass 300 GW
in 2025, according to the China Photovoltaic
Industry Association, with China accounting for
over 30%. The sharp rise in demand at home and
abroad will be a huge boon to the country’s man-
ufacturers, which already account for more than
80% of worldwide production.

The market expansion is pushing startups into
the sector. Cando-solar Photoelectric Technolo-
gy, which launched last year, developed a solar
module that reduces unit production costs by 0.2
yuan per watt produced. Cando Solar has raised
funds from multiple backers, including an angel
investor. m
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AGP takes serious

note of FBR website

hacking
FBR

PAKISTAN

Federal Board of Revenue
Government of Pakistan

If there is areal or possible breach of FBR’s data securit ,such

as a breach of the firewall, the PRAL will help FBR protect its
data. The firewalls and security certifications for the following
apps must always be kept up-to-date. PRAL can’t use the

security certification

he Auditor General of Pakistan has asked

the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) to

report on the hacking of FBR systems.

The huge breakdown of the data centre
and the E-Portal, and the progress on improving
the IT security system, the AGP sought from the
Board.

In its report on the hacking of the FBR web-
site, the Auditor General of Pakistan says that the
contract between FBR and Pakistan Revenue Au-
tomation Limited (PRAI) guarantees “data securi-
ty” wherein no outside organization or tax profes-
sional will be able to get FBR. information from the
PRATL. Common data governance rules prescribe
the preparation of more policies and procedures for
system security and access control that are specific
to services.

If there is a real or possible breach of FBR's data
security, such as a breach of the firewall, PRAT will
help FBR protect its data. The firewalls and security
certifications for the following apps must always be
kept up-to-date. PRATL can't use the security certi-
fication.

Auditors found that the Federal Board of Rev-
enue’s (FBR)'s electronic gateway has really blown
up across the country. It happened due to wide-
spread hacking of FBR apps like IRIS, ITMS, Web,
One Customs, and others. They found information
from the books for the fiscal year 2020-21.

For the fiscal year that ends on June 30, 2021,
R5.990.00 million was spent on PRAL services and
equipment, and assets provided by the FBR.

Even though PRAL received enough funds from
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the FBR, the audit found that it failed to keep a
good system running. The data security agreement
that FBR and PRAL signed says that FBR must al-
ways keep its firewall and that security certification
for its applications is up-to-date. PRAL on the other
said that the firewalls in the data centre were strong
enough to stop hackers from getting any informa-
tion. But changes and improvements are still being
done in the system.

The Auditor General of Pakistan
emphasized that the commit-
tee’s fact-finding report on the
major breakdown of the data

centre and the E-Portal of FBR
is sometimes doing audits along
with the progress on upgrading
the system, as long as the AGP
got the first information

The Auditor General of Pakistan emphasized
that the committee’s fact-finding report on the ma-
jor breakdown of the data centre and the E-Portal
of FBR is sometimes doing audits along with the
progress on upgrading the system, as long as the
AGP got the first information.

It is pertinent to mention that on August 15,
2022, the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) had
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shut down its websites on the eve of the 75th Inde-
pendence Day of Pakistan for more than 24 hours
for the fears that Indian hackers might again make
the hacking attempts.

The three web portals of the tax machinery re-
mained down on Saturday night and Sunday which
disrupted the process of payments and filing of in-
come tax returns, according to FBR officials and
citizens who tried to open these websites.

“This is a routine maintenance endeavour,”
Asad Tahir Jappa, the spokesperson for FBR re-
plied while confirming that websites were dowmn.
He did not say when the FBR planned to make
these web portals functional.

Interestingly, almost 10 days ago, the FBR had
shut down its web portal for routine maintenance
and had duly informed the public through a noti-
fication.

“Building further on its ongoing drive for digi-
talisation, the FBR is all set to upgrade its key IRIS
system in order to improve its operation, enhance
its security, and add a new Graphic User Interface,”
according to a statement that the Board issued on
August 5.

“It is to inform that during this upgradation pro-
cess, the services of the IRIS Systemn will be tempo-
rarily unavailable from 10 pm on August 6 to 10 am
on August 7, 2022. Therefore, the inconvenience is
regretted,” according to the statement.

This time, the FBR did not notify the public
about the lack of availability of its services.
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A story published in an English newspaper that
Indian hackers attacked the FBR data centre and
brought down all the official websites operated by
the tax machinery for more than 72 hours.

The FBR unofficially gave two versions of the
hacking issue. According to one version, the hack-
ers intruded into the system by hacking the logins
and passwords of the data centre administrators.
The FBR. technical wing’s initial assessment was
that the hackers intruded into the system through
the Hyper-V link.

In order to hide its incompetency, the FBR
termed the hacking as “unforeseen anomalies
during the migration process.”

Last year, Pakistan's premier spy agency fore-
warned the FBR about the high possibility of a
cyber-attack but these warnings were ignored, re-
sulting in either taking over or shutting down about
half of the virtual machines of the FBR data cen-
tres.

The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) also failed
to deduct Rs. 4.281 billion in withholding tax, caus-
ing a substantial loss to the national treasury. This
was revealed in the audit report of the Auditor
General of Pakistan (AGP).

According to the report, during the fiscal year
2020-21, 16 field offices of the FBR and 317 with-
holding agents did not deduct the due tax while
making payments to suppliers, service providers,
and contractors.

Moreover, the department did not take remedial
action for the retrieval of the amount, resulting in
a revenue loss of Rs. 4.281 billion to the national
Kity.

The report states that the lapses were reported
to the department from March to November 2021.
The department responded that Rs. 55.17 million
had been charged but had not yet been recovered.
However, legal proceedings to recover that amount
of Rs. 4.226 billion have been initiated.

The AGP has directed the department to recov-
er the charged amount and complete the legal pro-

ceedings. =
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nother instant loan (shark) app has

emerged on Play Store, which has the

same user interface and contents as that

of Barwaqt and WeCash; two previously
reported apps that have trapped unsuspecting users
in debt.

Without a registered and declared presence in
Pakistan, who has authorised Loan Shark to collect
sensitive personal information from citizens, trap
them in debt and host their data on servers based in
another country?

People across the country held protests and
chanted slogans against the alleged online app Loan
Shark for stealing their personal data in the name of
providing loans on very soft terms and easy install-
ments. They also blamed the officials who threat-
ened and blackmail their families. They appealed to
the government to immediately remove the appli-
cation from Google Play Store. Instant credit apps
charge exorbitantly high rates while luring custom-

SBP can initiate an inquiry on whether HiCash
has a front company in Pakistan taking payments
via API integration on its behalf. Concerned depart-
ments handling economic crimes investigations can
conduct a field visit to the proclaimed physical ad-
dress of HiCash.

The Securities & Exchange Commission of Pa-
kistan (SECP) can coordinate and check whether
HiCash was being patronised by an unknown regis-
tered company in Pakistan.

Pakistan Telecommmunication Authority (PTA)
can write to Google Play Store and request a take-
down of HiCash.

The National Telecommunications Information
Security Board (NTISB) within the Cabinet Divi-
sion, Prime Minister’s Office, can issue a warning
about HiCash via notification, as done for Barwaqt
and other malicious apps.

Law enforcement action can be initiated against
YouTubersetc who are involved in promoting Hi-
Cash, such as the imposition of penalties etc.

Ideally, as a long-term measure, the Government
of Pakistan can write to Google and request that
stringent evaluation protocols be followed before
allowing dubious apps to flourish on Play Store in
the future.

An industry insider who shared the names of
two senior managers in EasyPaisa allegedly involved
in facilitating off-the-record integration of Chinese
Loan Shark apps with EasyPaisa API.

Responding to a query, the CEO of EasyPaisa
denied any association with the app and claimed
their brand name was being misused.

Keeping the above issues aside, the fact that Hi-
Cash openly mentions links with EasyPaisa indi-
cates the absence of necessary due diligence. How
can an app which isn’t registered in Pakistan get
APT access? Something is very fishy indeed and a
lot needs to be answered by Telenor Microfinance
Bank. It is about time the State Bank of Pakistan

. (SBP) wakes up and smells the coffee.

The involvement of certain insiders in EasyPaisa
with unregistered Loan Shark apps must be investi-
gated by Telenor headquarters.

If a loan shark is an unlicensed moneylender
who often targets families on low incomes or those
who find themselves in difficult times and a payday
loan provider offers short-term borrowing where a
lender will extend high interest credit based on your
income, then the best of both worlds have sprung up
in Pakistan in the form of digital Loan Shark apps.

An advertisement for Barwagt, for instance, sug-
gests that a loan of Rs. 50,000 would be charged ata
1% interest rate. However, user reviews on the Goo-
gle Play Store suggest interest rates that are much
that expected by the user.

This could be a gap between the user interface
during customer attraction and post-purchase com-
munications. This could also be a matter of financial
literacy. All in all, the reviews for these apps — when
sorted from one-star to three-star — suggest predato-
1y behaviours often associated with loan sharks and
payday loan providers.

It is worth noting that it is entirely likely that
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People across the country held protests and chanted slogans
against the alleged online app Loan Shark for stealing their
personal data in the name of providing loans on very soft
terms and easy installments. They also blamed the officials
who threatened and blackmail their families. They appealed
to the government immediately remove the application from

Google Play Store

the Barwaqt app — which data from Sensor Tower
suggests has nearly two million downloads — is very
transparent in its interest rates communications. It
is likely that financially illiterate users are unable to
understand the financial communications or copy
being presented to them. It is also worth noting that
in a market without a credit score, a high interest
to offset the risk of risky borrowers makes perfect
business sense.

Law enforcement action can be
initiated against You'lubersetc
who are involved in promoting
HiCash, such as the imposition

of penalties etc

Short-term borrowing apps can increase income
through controlled loan expansion if their balance
sheets are stable and healthy. However, a concentra-
tion on greater yields or profitability renders borrow-
ing cheaper to get for individuals and firms, which
often leads to additional nonaccrual loans and a
drop in bank capital. As a corollary, the growth of
bad loans lowers an app’s insolvency.

Excessive credit inflow can wreak havoc on a
lender’s balance sheet. In light of this, higher loan
growth can invariably translate into higher loan loss-
es when major macroeconomic parameters such as
GDP growth, inflation, and unemployment are tak-
en into account.
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Fintechs' participation, albeit in conjunction
with banks, might be viewed as a positive indicator.
Local startups, for their part, did show an interest
in the credit market. The most prominent of them
is Finja. It has been among the first few tech-en-
abled financing for both B2B and B2C. Tez Finan-
cials, Credipar, Trellis, Barwaqt, and many other
tech-enabled digital financing apps are working in
the market.

Financing loan(s) apps saw a hit in terms of ac-
ceptability by end-users. It is evident by the fact that
one of the apps; Barwagqt, has been downloaded by
eight million people. But in terms of user experience
and go-to app; EasyLoan Personal Loan Online,
JazzCash, EasyPaisa, Barwaqt, and Zindagi have
ranked in the top five positions. Bad Loan — Cash
Loan Instant is trending up in the loan financing
domain whereas, SadaPay is trending down in this
domain. =
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Ranked fifth among the countries having the largest latent
gemstones reserves, the northwest and northern areas of
Pakistan, including Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad
Kashmir, and southeast of Balochistan, are blessed with a huge
amount of unexplored gemstone deposits, mostly located in
mountain ranges ol Hindukush, Himalaya, and the Karakoram

Free download: flare.pk

K T
il Bl L

akistan is rich in both quantity and quali-

ty of a vast variety of garnets —a group of

semni-precious minerals known for their in-

ertness, hardness, and resistance to deteri-
oration. However, the lack of government attention
towards its mechanized extraction is depriving the
country of a fortune that can handsomely contribute
to shore up its coffers.

Pakistan is singular with an abundance of its de-
posits including the world-famous Emerald, Ruby
and Sapphire which offer great opportunities for
investors to earn substantial economic gains and
contribute to the country’s economic growth and de-
velopment. Ranked fifth among the countries having
the largest latent gemstones reservoirs, the northwest
and northern areas of Pakistan, including Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad Kashmir and
southeast of Balochistan, are blessed with a huge
amount of unexplored gemstone deposits, mostly
located in the mountain ranges of Hindukush, Hi-
malaya and the Karakoram.

Rare-earth minerals such as Ruby, Emerald, Sap-
phire, Aquamarine, Topaz, Quartz, Zircon, Garnet,
Turquoise, Peridot, Spinet, Tourmaline, Feldspar,
Agate, Lapis Lazuli, Opal, Moonstone, Feldspar,
Kunzite and multiple other varieties have made Pa-
kistan a country rich in gemstone deposits.

Emerald of Swat, Topaz of Mardan, Peridot of
Kohistan, and Ruby of Azad Kashmir have been
globally recognized as the best gemstones in the
world due to their brilliance, clarity, durability and
glittering designs. The bordering areas of Pakistan
with Afghanistan are naturally bestowed with huge
gemstone deposits. These areas, which have easy ac-
cess to Peshawar, have potential to make for a hub
of gemstone trading besides attracting jewellers and
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mineral specimen collectors from across the region.

Established in 1980, the NamakMandi of Pesha-
war has now become the centre of the gemstones
business in KP where a wide range of varieties of
gemstones, including Aquamarine, Pargastie and
Tourmaline of Chitral and GilgitBaltistan are avail-
able to attract investors and jewellery traders from
Afghanistan, Central Asian Republics and the Gulf.

Garnets’ inertness, hardness, and resistance to de-
terioration make them a highty demanding industrial
product. Only a small percentage of garnets are con-
sidered perfect to be fashioned as gemstones, while
the bulk of them is used for industrial purposes, such
as polishing, filtration, water jet cutting, industrial
blast cleaning, aircraft and motor vehicle manufac-
turing, ceramics and glass production, abrasive girts
and powders, electronic components manufacturing,
wood furniture finishing, textile stone-washing, ship-
building, filtration plants, and abrasive blasting gran-
ules. It is also a good alternative to the hazardous
mineral silica. For that matter, its industrial value is
expanding. The international industrial market is ex-
pected to grow worth US$480.6 million at the Com-
pound Annual Growth rate (CAGR) of 7.2% by
the year 2027. While the Garnet values US$500 to
US$7000 per carat. Principal Geologist at the Global
Mining Company, Islamabad and former GM Geol-
ogy at the Pakistan Mineral Development Corpora-
tion (PMDC) Muhammad Yaqoob Shah said garnet
is a silicate mineral of several kinds. Garnet occurs
in metamorphic and igneous or sedimentary rocks
with high aluminum content. Rather than any other
gemstone, Garnet is more magnetic due to a higher
concentration of paramagnetic iron.”

According to Mr Shah, green Garnet of gem qual-
ity has been reported from Balochistan, while the red
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variety of gem grade has been found in the Shigar
valley of the Baltistan subdivision of Gilgit-Baltistan
province. Industrial grade Garnet for utilization as
raw material in the mamufacture of abrasive mate-
rial is found in the Swat and Kohistan districts of
KP. Former chairman of All Pakistan Commercial
Exporters Association (APCEA) of rough and un-
polished precious and semi-precious stones, gemol-
ogist and miner, ZakirUllah, alias JhulayLal, said
Pakistan abounds in superb quality Garnets which
has a huge demand worldwide. Wherever the stone
is mined, Garnet is found there, he added.

He said Pakistan was rich in quantity and vari-
ety of Garnets, i.e., Spessartine, Rhodolite, Alman-
dine, Andradite, Grossular, Tsavorite, Hessonite or
Fanta Garnet, Leuco (colourless Garnet), Uvarovite,
Pyrope, Topazolite, Rhodolite/Rose Stone or Rasp-
berry Garnet, etc. “The areas rich in garnet are Zagi
mountain, BattaKundi, Battagram, Gilgit-Baltistan,
Quetta, Chilas, Bajaur, Mana, Barang, etc. I myself
mined it in Buner and also found Rutile with it. Gar-
nets are also found in Chilas combined with Hema-
tite and in the mines of Topaz Tourmaline, etc. Chi-
na and Thailand are comparatively good markets for
this product. There is no scarcity of Garnets in Paki-
stan but the lack of government focus on its mining
is quite disappointing. Lack of mechanized mining,
tools, and facilities is depriving the country of quali-
ty mining and economic benefits,” Zalir said.

Geologist and miner Imran Babar said: “Paki-
stani Garnet is high in demand in the international
market. A good infrastructure, mechanized mining,
and tactful marketing are very important to get prop-
er economic benefits from this semi-precious gem.”

Imran said 70% of every precious/semi-precious
gemstone was used in the industry, while 30% was
used to craft jewellery or to make artefacts.

“It is mostly sold in raw form. That's why Paki-
stan is not getting the true economic benefits from
it. However, if it is sold or exported after process-
ing for industrial or any other use, the country can
get a good profit.” Processing Garnet or any other
gemstone does not require a highly expensive unit. If
people, especially those living in the mining vicinities
are propetly trained in gemstone processing, it can
become an additional handsome source of income
for them, especially during the snowfall season when
agricultural activities almost cease.

“Ruby is one of the beautiful and expensive Red
Gem mostly found in GilgitBaltistan'sHunza Valley
and its per carat price ranges from Rs10,000 to Rs
500,000 depending on its crystal clarity, cutting and
designs,” he added. He said: “Mostly the non-profes-
sional residents of mining areas are actually the ones
who mine these jewels in a hazardous and traditional
way, causing damage to this latent wealth. Therefore

Pakistan is singular with an
abundance of its deposits
including the world-famous
emerald, ruby and sapphire
which offer great opportunities
for investors to earn substantial
economic gains and contrib-
ute to the country’s economic
growth and development

proper training to local miners would help avoid its
loss during excavation.” Wadan said, “Majority of
stone cutters and polishers of KP manually do stone
faceting on archaic machines, a lot of time is con-
sumed to bring inherent lustre and desired symmetry
of stones as per the requirement of domestic and in-
ternational investors.”

The potential of the gemstone industry of Pa-
kistan is enormous when it comes to adding to the
national economy. The country has the potential
to export 800,000 carats of Ruby, 87,000 carats of
Emerald and five million carats of Peridot per year,
according to statistical data from the Trade Develop-

ment Authority of Pakistan (TDAP). m
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PTCL, Nokia sign MoU to explore
innovative ICT solutions

PTCL and Nokia will engage in discussions to strategize and build a go-to-market plan to address industry
needs selling PTCL solutions with Nokia products and services including Nokia Digital Automation Cloud

Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Company Limited
(PTCL) and Nokia have an-
nounced the signing of a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) to explore to-
gether to provide innovative
ICT solutions to industries,
government, cities, and busi-
nesses throughout Pakistan.

The purpose of this MoU
is to collaborate and tap into
the potential of the ICT mar-
ket and catalyze the digital
transformation of enterprises
across Pakistan. Under this
MoU, PTCL and Nokia will
engage in discussions fo
strategize and build a go-to-
market plan to address indus-
try needs selling PTCL
solutions with Nokia products
and services including Nokia
Digital Automation Cloud
(DAC), a high-performance,
end-to-end private wireless
networking and edge comput-
ing platform.

Zarrar Hasham Khan,
Group Chief Business Solu-
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tions Officer, PTCL& Ufone
said, “PTCL is the largest
ICT services provider having
a wide footprint across Pak-
istan. PTCL is playing a piv-
otal role in driving digital
transformation throughout
Pakistan, meeting the need of

collaboration in the ICT seg-
ment. This will create syner-
gies to revolutionize various
sectors such as healthcare, ed-
ucation, automotive, retail,
energy & utilities, cities and
agriculture as well as other in-
dustrial segments across Pak-

istan, enabling all geographi-
cal areas with modern ICT
technologies and a better fu-
ture.”

Imran Durrani, Head of
Customer Team for PTCL
Group at Nokia, said, “Nokia
has deployed mission-critical

networks to more than 2,200
leading enterprise customers
in the transport, energy, large
enterprise, —manufacturing,
webscale, and public sector
segments around the globe.
We have also extended our ex-
pertise to more than 485 large
private wireless customers
worldwide across an array of
sectors. This MoU with
PTCL is yet another testi-
mony to further strengthening
the long-term relationship be-
tween us. At Nokia we will
leverage our industry-leading
private wireless products and
services including Nokia Dig-
ital Automation Cloud (DAC)
to empower PTCL to cost-ef-
fectively offer digital solutions
to their enterprise customers
across a wide spectrum of
segments.”

PTCL endeavors to offer
its customers enhanced serv-
ice quality, faster speeds and
enable a simplified network
architecture that increases op-
erational efficiencies.m

PTCL Group engages IBM for business transforma-
tion through RISE with SAP on Amazon Web Services

PTCL & Ufone kicked
off their corporate business
transformation leveraging
RISE with SAP at the core
of their organizationwith the
goal to drive efficiency, ef-
fectiveness, and innovation,
The announcement was
made at a signing ceremony
held at GITEX Global 2022
in Dubai, UAE, where senior
executives from collaborat-
ing organizations partici-
pated including PTCL &
Ufone, SAP, IBM, and Ama-
zon Web Services (AWS).

RISE with SAP embeds
SAP S/4HANA, a leading
enterprise resource planning
(ERP) application providing
optimization of resource al-
location, real-time data in-
sights, streamlining business
processes, and bridging orga-
nizational information silos.
The SAP offering will be im-
plemented by IBMwith AWS
being the Cloud platform of
choice. PTCL & Ufone will
be the first telecommunica-
tions provider in Pakistanto
benefit from a combination
of leading offerings for SAP
implementation  services
with IBM, HyperscalerCloud

services with AWS, and an
ERP solution with SAP.
“Pakistan is one of the
fastest growing markets for
SAP’s enterprise and corpo-
rate solutions and the
Telecommunication sector is
swift to take the lead in em-

;

bracing new ERP systems
and adopting digital innova-
tions through the Cloud,”
said Saquib Ahmad, Country
Managing Director, SAP
Pakistan.

The business transforma-
tion project aims to enable

PTCL & Ufone to offer
Cloud services, modernize
business processes, and gain

better business insights.
With S/4HANA and its un-
derlying HANA

database,PTCL & Ufone can
access data on demand and

share it with relevant depart-
ments in near real-time to
significantly improve busi-
ness operations, collaborate
more effectively with part-

ners, and serve their cus-
tomers better. Companies
adopting RISE with SAP

can accelerate their digital
transformation and innova-
tion objectives and access
new business models and
markets faster. The reduc-
tion of duplication of efforts
through improved business
insight, while ensuring in-

©ptel |

creased transparency, help
organizations gain necessary
competitiveness and in the
information age. This will be
the largest business transfor-
mation project on RISE with
S/4HANA in the corporate
sector in Pakistan, to-date.

“We are honored to mi-
grate PTCL and Ufone to-
wards a new operational
journey as the first mover in
the region, which will ulti-
mately become the footprint
for advancement in the oper-
ations of Pakistan's Telecom
sector,” said Hatem Bama-
traf, President and Group
CEO, PTCL & Ufone.

Elaborating on the same,
Asif Ahmad, Country Sales
Head, IBM Pakistan, said
“Adoption of RISE with
SAP will empower PTCL
and Ufone to embrace new
models of business, design
internal and external re-
sources and use the accuracy
of Al for informed decision-
making.”

PTCL & Ufone decided
to have the SAP S/4HANA
landscape hosted on AWS,
a leading global Cloud
services provider. With
over one million customers
globally today, AWS is pro-
viding over 200 Cloud serv-
ices to host an array of
applications, including
SAP, reliably, securely, re-
siliently, and highly perfor-
mant.m
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From a mere
communication tool to
a hfes le companion
olution of the
Smartphone

One of the leading technology brands, vivo has established a
rich legacy ol ‘industry-firsts” innovation for itselfl. Following the
Benfen philosophy, the brand strives to bring the best technology
and ultimate user experience. From being the first to introduce
OIS Front Camera, Gimbal Stabilization, Pop-up Camera, In-
Display Fingerprint scanner, and more, vivo has been committed
to delivering futuristic experiences in technology

ith the number of smartphone users
crossing 6.56 billion in 2022, lead-
ing to over 83.7% of the world’s
population owning a smartphone,
and 18.40% in Pakistan in particular, smartphones

have altered our lifestyle in astonishing ways. Smart-
phones have seamlessly synced with the day-to-day

lives of consumers by building a web of intense
connectivity and integration. Pakistan has also wit-
nessed an accelerated advancement in smartphone
technology and usage. The COVID-19 pandemic,
which forced students to rely on smartphones for
their education, further increasing the pace of smart-
phone usage among young people.

Moreover, the evolution of smartphone technol-
ogy has facilitated increased applicability avenues,
and intensified the perceived creativity, usefulness
and social influence of smartphone operation, driv-
ing consumer acceptance behaviour. Recent studies
show that among young consumers, in universities
and early professionals, it is a combination of fea-
tures like display, sound, camera, processor, battery,
storage, design, and user-friendliness, along with the
price, which determines their final purchase choice.

The Future of Smartphones

From independent feature phones, which fulfilled
the purpose of mere calling and texting, we now op-
erate within a dynamic hyper-connected ecosystem
of smartphones. Everything from managing your
day-to-day activities to automating your lifestyle
choices and habits — smartphones have unlocked a
new era of endless possibilities. The digital revolu-
tion has re-modeled the current smartphones to be
future-proof with technological advancements like
Al ML, 3G, IoT. The new smartphone era holds

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

some unthinkable features like LCD, OLED and
AMOLED display, facilitating Augmented reality,
seamless voice control and mmuch more.

One of the leading technology brands, vivo has
established a rich legacy of ‘industry-firsts’ inno-
vation for itself. Following the Benfen philosophy,
the brand strives to bring the best technology and
ultimate user experience. From being the first to in-
troduce OIS Front Camera, Gimbal Stabilization,
Pop-up Camera, In-Display Fingerprint scanner,
and more, vivo has been committed to delivering
futuristic experiences in technology. The OIS Front
Camera ensures ultra-stabilization, overcoming the

problem of shaky videos and shots on smartphones.
Combined with the Gimbal Stabilization and Pop-up
cameras, vivo heralded a new era of smart, profes-
sional photography. Integrating security and design,
vivo pioneered the In-Display Fingerprint Scanning
Technology, eliminating the visible fingerprint pad
and ensuring a seamless design. On the performance
end, the introduction of the Multi-Turbo Engine, in
devices like the vivo Y55has been hailed as being
groundbreaking, enabling a seamless mobile gaming
experience.
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Empowering Photographers through Stabiliz-
ing Technologies

Stabilization in camera technology marks a radi-
cal step in setting the standard for future smartphone
front cameras. The OIS creates a software-hardware
synergy, which delivers ultra-stabilization capabili-
ties to handheld and motion shots. OIS is a tremen-
dous technology that helps detect the movement of
the phone and adjust the camera automatically to
enhance the photo quality, delivering an outstanding
overall photography experience to users. The X80,
renowned for its professional camera capabilities, has
further incorporated 360° Horizon Levelling Stabi-
lization, which utilizes the AT algorithm to lock the
subject and perform its magic.

Likewise, vivo has also found a solution for blurry
images by equipping the device with Eye Autofocus.
This feature intelligently captures the most intrin-
sic frame details and maintains the camera focus for

Likewise, vivo has also found
a solution for blurry images by
equipping the device with Fye

Autofocus. This feature
intelligently captures the most
intrinsic frame details and
maintains the camera focus for
seamlessly capturing moments,
even in motion

seamlessly capturing moments, even in motion. Bring-
ing this hi-tech advancement to their smartphones has
been nothing short of a milestone in vivo's camera
evolution. The vivo V Series, with the mesmerizing
Color-Changing Glass Back, has further proved to
be the crowming jewel of vivo's innovations in design
technology. It is enabled by a technology that trans-
forms the back cover from one color to another once
exposed to sunlight, delivering a magical experience

to users.

5G Advancement and the Advent of 6G

The introduction of 5G was a stepping stone in the
evolution of the digital world, propelling the expan-
sion of mobile communications to industrial applica-
tions. In Pakistan, in July 2022, the Federal minister
of Information Technology, Syed Aminul Haq, de-
clared the government’s commitment to launch of 5G
in 2022 Pakistan government is planning to allocate
700MGz bands to deploy 5G infrastructure in Paki-
stan. This is likely due to the coverage and efficiency
advantages of the 700MIHz band. The government is
being supported in their 5G advancement efforts by
other players like Mediatek’s Rohde & Schwarz, in
order to bring reliable 5G connectivity everywhere via
satellite. 5G in the region will fundamentally change
the processes and will reshape industries and busi-
nesses. vivo's effortsin advancing 5G technology and
application endeavours to provide consumers with a
seamless mobile-user experience. Moreover, think-
ing beyond the present, vivo has already begun its
Research & Development efforts for 6G technology,
conducting a 6G forum with the theme “For now, for
the future”, and officially released its latest 6G white
paper - “Building a Freely Connected World of Physi-
cal and Digital Integration - 6G Services, Capabilities
and Enabling Technologies” Efforts geared towards
6G services are aimed at providing instant connectiv-
intelligence, thereby encouraging the sustainable de-
velopment of society. m
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MMBL partners with TPS to boost its busi-
ness agility and digital readiness

Islamabad: Pakistan's
largest digital bank, Mobilink
Microfinance Bank Limited
(MMBL) has signed a strategic
partnership with renowned
global  banking  solution
provider, TPS for the induction
of its ground-breaking and all-
encompassing digital banking
suite to boost business agility
and digital readiness. Through
this partnership, MMBL is ded-
icated to transforming its digi-
tal payments infrastructure
while increasing its efforts to-
ward bringing the unbanked
and underbanked into the fold
of financial inclusion.

Mobilink ~ Microfinance
Bank is part of the VEON
group, a global digital operator
that provides converged con-
nectivity and online services
across seven countries. As part
of its digital operator strategy,
VEON is transforming people’s
lives, creating opportunities for

——

greater digital inclusion, and
driving economic growth across
countries that are home to more
than 8% of the world’s popula-
tion.

President and CEO
MMBL, Ghazanfar Azzam,
and Group CEQ TPFS, Shahzad
Shahid signed the partnership
agreement at MMBL Head-
quarters in Islamabad in the
presence of senior management
from both organizations. The

partnership  will  further
MMBL's ambition to enhance
its digital infrastructure to meet
the evolving banking and finan-
cial needs of its individual as
well as enterprise customers by
offering them an array of digi-
tal banking solutions including
real-time fund transfers, fast
and secure login, contactless
payments, bulk disbursements,
service requests, ATM/branch
locator and many more,

Under the agreement, TPS,
a leading banking solutions
provider across 30+ countries
in Asia and Africa, will provide
MMBL with a state-of-the-art
digital banking suite to enable
the integration of multiple
channels on a single platform.
The suite will work as an open
Application Programming In-
terface (API) gateway that will
host various banking and pay-
ment platforms and serve as a
high-speed channel and trans-
action processing engine to pro-
vide an integrated and seamless
customer experience,

Speaking on the occasion,
President and CEQ, MMBL,
Ghazanfar Azzam said: “Digi-
tal technology is transforming
to foster greater ease and con-
venience for its users. Given the
centrality of technology to
growth and progress, MMBL is
keen to stay abreast with this
fast-paced transformation to be

able to deliver a top-notch user
experience to our customers.
Qur partnership with TPS is an
extension of the same commit-
ment where we are looking to
integrate the industry's best so-
lutions into our system to fur-
ther improve our customers’
banking experience with us, be-
sides accelerating our drive to
promote financial inclusion in
the country.”

Also sharing his thoughts,
Group CEO, TPS, Shahzad
Shahid said: MMBL is amongst
a few microfinance banks who
are using both traditional and
digital approaches for faster and
sustainable growth. We feel
privileged to be the technology
partners of the Bank in many
of its successful digital payment
initiatives and this project of
IRIS Digital Banking Platform
will surely accelerate the bank's
progress towards more agility
and digital responsiveness." m

Edhi Foundation in partnership with Jazz provides flood

Islamabad: Edhi Founda-
tion in partnership with Jazz
provided assistance to thou-
sands of families, distributing
food and medical supplies, and
hygiene and disaster relief kits
in flood affected areas. This
collaboration is a part of Jazz's
PKR 1 billion flood relief
pledge.

The areas covered under
this initiative include 23 dis-
tricts of Sindh including
Nawabshah, Dadu, Sukkur,
Jamshoro, and Larkana as well

as 10 districts of Balochistan
including Quetta, Lasbela, and

A

Nasirabad. Flood-struck parts

of South Punjab including

assistance to flood affected families

Taunsa, Jampur, and DG
Khan were also covered. Jazz
also mobilized its volunteers to
assist Edhi's on-ground teams
in distributing relief items.
“We have witnessed the un-
folding of an unprecedented
calamity. To mitigate the effects
of this climate-induced catas-
trophe, I implore all private
companies to come forward.
Jazz has historically always
risen to the occasion when the
country and its people needed
it the most. The nationwide

flood relief initiative is another
example of this and we greatly
value their decision to collabo-
rate with us,” said Faisal Edhi,
Director — Edhi Foundation.

“Our thoughts & prayers are
with all the families affected by
floods. We are working with key
partners in distributing relief sup-
plies so it reaches the affectees in
time. We stand by our fellow cit-
izens during these tough times,”
said Syed Fakhar Ahmed, Chief
Corporate and Regulatory Af-
fairs Officer - Jazz.=

Islamabad: Zong 4G, Pak-
istan’s  leading  mobile
telecommunications network,
held an event recently at its
headquarters to demonstrate
the network's excellence dur-
ing recent times and to honor
those who made significant
contributions towards fulfill-
ing this agenda.

More than one-third of
the nation has been impacted
by the recent floods. The
country's telecommunications
industry has also suffered as
the dire consequences of
flood. This is on top of the in-
dustry's already vulnerable
position in relation to the
country's broader macroeco-
nomic status. Floods in Pak-
istan disrupted over 12% of
CMPAK's network. As a re-
sult, the company has spent

Zong awards its network heroes

most of the last few months
working fervently to ensure

== l msr‘-ﬁr-_:_- -
"‘i.'.qu

that its customers have con-
tinuous connectivity.

Zong realizes its cus-
tomers’ critical need to stay
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despite operating in difficult,
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connected with their family often

and loved ones during such

dangerous, flood-
stricken locations, Zong's net-

work crew has worked tire-
lessly to ensure that Zong's
customers continue to enjoy
world-class network services.

Incredible teamwork has
always been at the heart of
Zong's network team, and this
has been proved in recent
days. While a section of
Zong's technical network
team was involved in network
restoration activities on the
ground, another part of the
team was dedicated to contin-
uously enhancing the quality
of the network to make it the
best and first choice for cus-
tomers. Even during such try-
ing circumstances, Zong's
technical staff managed to
perform network improve-
ment campaigns with targeted
advancements in various sec-
tors. m
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U Bank & Shahid Afridi Foundation collabo-
rate to uplift education sector

IIslamabad: U Microfi-
nance Bank has joined hands
with Shahid Afridi Foundation
(SAF) for the SAF Education
initiative. Under this partner-
ship, U Bank will support the
establishment of an IT Lab at
SAF School, Malikpur Cam-
pus, Lahore. This collaboration
is aimed towards uplifting the
education sector in Pakistan
and will enable 430 students,
currently enrolled at the cam-
pus, to learn computer usage,
coding, and programming
skills. In addition, this collabo-
ration will open doors for the
provision of financial services
to the SAF across a broad spec-
trum of banking solutions.

The MoU signing cere-
mony was held at U Bank's
head office in Islamabad, and
was signed by Mr. Kabeer
Nagvi, President & CEQ - U
Microfinance Bank and Mr
Shahid Afridi — Chairman
SAF, in the presence of the sen-
ior management of both the

collaborating organizations.
On the occasion, Mr.
Shahid Afridi, Chairman SAF

rapidly changing workplaces.”
He also stated that the partner-
ship with U Bank is the first

stated, “Today’s students need
‘twenty-first-century skills,’ like
critical thinking, problem solv-
ing, creativity, and digital liter-
acy. Learners of all ages need
to become familiar with new
technologies and cope with

SIGNING CEREMONY

veen U Microfinance Bank and Shahid Afridi Foundation in extendir
financial servicesapd increasing digital s

cy in Pakistan

step to uplift underserved com-
munities, and that SAF will
further expand this partnership
to reach various sectors of the
economy,

Mr. Kabeer Nagvi, Presi-
dent & CEO - U Microfinance

Bank, stressed the need for a
skills-based education program
for students. He stated, “Edu-
cation is an essential right for
every human. As a mission-dri-
ven financial institution fo-
cused on uplifting the
underprivileged sectors of the
society, we are glad to have
partnered with SAF for this ini-
tiative. We exist in a dynamic
world that is consistently jour-
neying towards social and eco-
nomic inclusion and
Digitization is the fastest and
most effective way."”

Shahid Afridi Foundation's
education initiative focuses on
empowering and uplifting
youth to become independent
contributing members of the
society. The program is an or-
ganized set of learning activi-
ties designed to enable students
to develop knowledge, under-
standing, and skills which al-
lows them to improve their
academic performance and de-
velop vocational skills.m

Jazz partners with NFRCC to develop seed distri-
bution App for farmers affected by floods

Islamabad: Jazz collabo-
rated with National Flood Re-
lief Coordination Centre
(NFRCC), to develop an App
for Seed Distribution for the
farmers affected by floods, as
part of its commitment to pro-
vide technological support to
the government for flood re-
sponse and relief.

The app is being launched
in time for the Rabi season for
wheat plantation.

Key features of this app in-
clude farmer registration,
claim submission, stock main-
tenance, claim verification and

seed distribution.
Its adoption will enable dis-
tribution of seeds to farmers in

an efficient, quick transparent
manner.

Additionally, the industry
has assisted its teams with
SMS integration, framework
for SMS rates and shortcodes,
which is led by the Ministry of

National Food Security & Re-
search.

‘Whilst speaking about the
initiative, Ahsan Igbal, Chair-
person National Flood Re-
sponse Coordination Centre
(NFRCC) stated, “Farmers
are scrambling to salvage what-
ever they can right now, with
increasing debts and decreas-
ing yields. With nearly 15% of
Pakistan's rice crop lost, 40%
of cotton crop drowned and 4
million acres of crop land
washed away, it is imperative
for industry to step up and
come forward for such tech-

based partnerships. It is heart-
ening to see Jazz come on-
board and collaborate on this
initiative with the govern-
ment”.

Aamir Ibrahim, CEQ, Jazz
said, “Provision of IT & tele-
com services remains the cen-
tral tenet of our response to the
recent floods, given the fact
that connectivity is an essential
during any crisis. As part of
that support, our recent part-
nership with NFRCC, for the
App is key in highlighting how
digital solutions can help assist
in any disaster response."s

TECNO has taken social media by storm with the success
of the Camon 19 Pro

Lahore: TECNO is known
to introduce products with in-
credible features and design
language. Its most recent
launch, the Camon 19 Pro, is a
testament to that fact! TECNO
took to social media and col-
laborated with some of the
most famous social media in-
fluencers and rising stars to
promote the new Camon 19
Pro Mondrian Edition with the
hashtag #ColorChangingMo-
bile. This trend was a massive
success on various social media
platforms.

The Camon 19 Pro Mon-
drian’s campaign was trending
on Tiktok with the hashtag
#ColorChangingMobile with a
total of 8.8m views, TECNO
shocked the world when it re-

leased a phone which could
change colors when it came
under direct sunlight. This was
made possible using photo
chromatic isomer technology
embedded in the back of the
phone. The 19 pro's design was
appreciated online, offline, and
trending on Tiktok.

This hashtag was viral
among some of the leading
Tiktok stars of Pakistan. Tiktok
influencers like AreekaHag,
Haris Ali and Minahil Malik
paired up their TECNOCa-
monl9 Pro Mondrian Editions
with stylish outfits from Fash-
ion Brand BTW. This was a
very successful campaign in
which many youngsters and
fashionistas participated. Peo-
ple were enthusiastic about

styling their Color-changing de-
vices and making fashionable
statements.

Tiktok fans followed their
influencers posting their out-
fits and showing off their
color-changing Mondrian Edi-
tion and decided to replicate
the trend, generating many
views, shares, and likes within
the Tiktok Community,

TECNO was immensely
successful in engaging the
youth in this campaign as the
Hashtag #ColorChangingMo-
bile was trending on Tiktok
with 8.8 million views for
quite some time! This has
been all over various social
media platforms since the
Camon 19 Pro was released to
the public. TECNO cares a lot

about its customer base and
tried to connect with the
youth in a very fashionable
way and was successful in
doing so. TECNO has proven
itself to be one of the most in-
novative brands in the coun-
try, which aims to provide and
promote for the youth through
its latest technologies and
campaigns.

You can still be a part of
this campaign by styling your-
self with your favorite outfit
from BTW and showing off
your Camon 19 Pro! The
hashtag #Camonl9Pro was
also trending on Tiktok, with
over 20 million views. Make
sure to use the Hashtag #Col-
orChangingMobile when you
do the challenge! =
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MMBL CFDO high-
lights the power of
Fintech

Islamabad: Mobilink Micro-
finance Bank Limited
(MMBL)'s Chief Finance and
Digital Officer (CFDO), Sardar
Mohammad Abubakr shared
his expertise on Fintech Surge:
ESG & Fintech - Society, In-
clusion & the Environment at
the GITEX GLOBAL 2022,
held in the 2nd week of October
at Dubai World Trade Centre.
GITEX GLOBAL, the world's
largest tech show, unifies the
world’s most influential ecosys-
tems advancing business, econ-
omy, society, and culture
through the sheer power of in-
novation. MMBL is part of the
VEON group, a global digital
operator that provides con-
verged connectivity and online
Services across seven countries.
As part of its digital operator
strategy, VEON is transforming
people’s lives, creating opportu-
nities for greater digital inclu-
sion, and driving economic
growth across countries that are
home to more than 8% of the
world’s population.m

Elon Musk takes
control of Twitter

New York: The world's
richest man, Elon Musk, has
completed his $44 billion
takeover of Twitter. He tweeted
"the bird is freed" and later said
"let the good times roll". A
number of top executives, in-
cluding the boss, Parag
Agrawal, have reportedly been
fired.m

Meta expands ‘We-
ThinkDigital’ to GB

Islamabad: Meta is ex-
panding its digital literacy pro-
gram, ‘WeThinkDigital’, to
Gilgit-Baltistan in collabora-
tion with Idara-e-Taleem-o-

Aagahi (ITA) and the
Gilgit-Baltistan Department of
Education,

The program aims to equip
the people who live in one of
the most marginalized regions
in the country with the neces-
sary skills to become responsi-
ble digital citizens.m
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PTCL Group set to launch the third cohort of
‘Justuju’ to upskill persons with disabilities

Islamabad: Pakistan's
largest telecommunication and
ICT services provider, PTCL
Group signed an agreement
with the Network of Organi-
zations Working for People
with Disabilities Pakistan
(NOWPDP) and Deaftawk to
launch the third cohort of its
flagship skill training program,
Justuju for professional devel-
opment of persons with dis-
abilities (PWDs). For the 3rd
cohort, the program duration
has been extended from six
weeks to six months with two
months of soft skills training
and four months of on-the-job
training to allow extended
mentorship and learning for
professional success.

Justuju internship program
is one of the most sought-after
internship programs, designed
to bridge the gaps in the soci-

ety through social and eco-
nomic inclusion of persons
with disabilities. Talented in-
dividuals are prepared for ca-

clusion of persons with dis-
abilities, and Deaftawk that
bridges the communication
gap between individuals with

#ReadyToRise

L =4

reer through robust training

and hands-on experience
under expert mentorship at
PTCL and Ufone offices.

The program will be im-
plemented in collaboration
with NOWPDP, which works
to promote socioeconomic in-

speaking and hearing impair-
ment and the rest of society
through qualified interpreters
and digital tools. Group Chief
People Officer, PTCL &
Ufone, ShoaibBaig; Chief Op-
erating Officer NOWPDP,
MuneebaHaroon and Project

Manager, Deaftawk, Tehmi-
naZafar signed the agreement
on behalf of their organiza-
tions, Encouraged by the re-
sounding success of the
previous cohorts, the partner-
ing institutions decided to re-
structure the program and
extend its duration to allow for
enhanced learning and skill
development of the interns.
Speaking at the occasion,
Group Chief People Officer,
PTCL & Ufone, ShoaibBaig
said, “Justuju is one of the key
business initiatives by PTCL
Group to promote diversity
and inclusion within our own
ranks and across the corporate
world. Nearly 6 percent of
Pakistan's population has
some form of disability and
excluding them from our so-
cioeconomic system can de-
prive the country of a valuable

talent pool. Justuju was con-
ceived to do our humble part
by helping include differently
abled people in the process.
We are grateful to NOWPDP
and Deaftawk for their contin-
ued support that helped this
program see the light of day.”

COO, NOWFPDP, Munee-
baHaroon said, “We are excited
to collaborate with PTCL and
Ufone to enable and empower
the persons with disabilities.
Justuju is a successful model
and the conducive work envi-
ronment and support system
PTCL and Ufone provide to the
interns at the workplace have
driven its success. As before,
NOWPDP will help identify
suitable candidates and provide
disability sensitization training
to PTCL and Ufone teams, 50
they are able to fully support
the initiative."s

Tamasha brings ad-free

Islamabad: Tamasha, Pak-
istan's largest homegrown
OTT platform in terms of con-
tent catalogue and the highest
number of downloads of over
10 million, is live streaming all
matches from the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup in high defini-
tion and exclusively ad-free for
smartphone users.

Tamasha is the only digital
platform in Pakistan where
users can enjoy complete ad-
free streaming of the T20
World Cup. Subscribers of all
telcos of Pakistan can access

ICC T20 World Cup 2022 on
Tamasha by opting for daily,
weekly, and monthly packages.

T20
CRICKET

WORLD CUP
Po: srnanc (S

Jazz prepaid bundles of

Carrefour, Bank Alfalah in-
troduce new ‘Buy Now, Pay
Later’ service

Karachi: Carrefour has signed a MoU with Bank Alfalah to
launch its first ‘Buy Now, Pay Later’ initiative. This first-of-its-
kind solution means that customers with an Alfa account can
now scan a product’s QR code to pay in instalments in-store
without experiencing any price markup, affording more flexi-
bility when it comes to check-out.

The agreement was signed between Imran Mansoor, Coun-

try Finance Manager of Carrefour Pakistan, and Syed Irfan
Akhtar Gillani Business Head of Retail Central, of Bank Al-
falah. The service can be availed by all BAFL credit card users
across all products and categories.

Umer Lodhi, Country Manager of Carrefour Pakistan at
Majid Al Futtaim Retail, said: “We believe in providing our
valued customers with an elevated shopping experience by of-
fering a range of services and products paired with innovative
digital solutions. With our ‘Buy Now, Pay Later’ service, we
are thrilled to support more customers with easy, manageable
payment options — demonstrating our commitment to conven-

ience and value.” =

live streaming of ICC T20 World Cup

Weekly Super Max, Monthly
Super Duper or Monthly Max
get Tamasha subscription as

whereas postpaid users can

subscribe to  Tamasha's
monthly package which will
be added to their monthly
billing.

“Tamasha was launched
carlier this year with an objec-
tive of providing accessible, on-
the-go content to users.
Committed to developing an
ecosystem which supports the
evolving needs of individuals,
Tamasha is the go-to app for
news and entertainment,” said
Aamer Ejaz, Chief Digital Of-
ficer at Jazz. Tamasha is avail-
able on Android and iOS stores

PIA ranked as having
seventh-best staff in

South Asia

Lahore: Pakistan Interna-
tional Airline (PIA) is ranked
7th in the list of Best Staff in
South Asia issued by Skytrax,
a UK-based company that
rates airlines reviews platform.

The company has ranked
PIA as having the seventh-best
staff in South Asia. No other
Pakistani Airline is in the top
10 rankings in the list. Interest-
ingly, Indian Airlines have
dominated the rankings. Six
out of ten posts in the list have
been occupied by Indian air-
lines. The Best Staff ranking
takes into account the behavior
of the staff at both the airport
and onboard.

However, Pakistan Interna-
tional Airline (PIA) came
under fire last month when it
asked the cabin crew to dress
properly and that they must
wear undergarments, in a state-
ment issued last month.

Wearing undergarments
was declared a must for cabin

A

crew in the new guidelines is-
sues on dress code. National
carrier claims lack of better at-
tire by the flight attendants is
leaving a bad impression and
portrays a negative image of
PIA

“It has been observed with
great concern that a few cabin
crew tend to dress casually
while traveling intercity, stay-
ing in hotels, and visiting vari-
ous suffices. Such dressing
leaves a poor impression on the
viewer and portrays a negative
image of not only the individ-
ual but also of the organiza-
tion,” an internal instruction
memo by General Manager
Flight Services Aamir Bashir
read.m

| W .

along with a website. Users can
stream over 70 live channels,
exclusive movies, dramas, and
shows over Wi-Fi as well as
mobile broadband. Tamasha'’s
T20 World Cup subscription
packages can be availed
through a variety of payment
options for all mobile opera-
torsincluding mobile balance,
JazzCash, EasyPaisa, credit,
and debit cards. Most of the
content can be accessed for
free, however, premium content
can be unlocked by subscribing
to pocket friendly packages.=

Samsung
posts a 23%
profit decline

Seoul: Samsung has re-
ported a record consolidated
revenue of 76.78 trillion Ko-
rean won (US$54 billion) for
the third quarter of 2022, but
it has also posted a decline in
profit from the previous quar-
ter and year-over-year. The
tech giant's operating profit
(KRW 10.85 trillion or
US$7.6 billion) has declined
23 percent from the second
guarter and around 31.4 per-
cent from the same period last
year. Samsung's operating
profit from July to September
2021 was KRW 15.82 trillion,
which was 26 percent higher
than the quarter prior to that.
In its earnings report, the
company said its various divi-
sions have been grappling
with weak demand in the
midst of global economic in-
stability,. Weak demand for
consumer products and cus-
tomers' inventory adjustments
caused its Memory business'
earnings to shrink, =
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vivo V23 5G

vivo V23e
128GB
256GB

157.20x72.42x7 3%mm (Stardust Black)
Bod ’ :
01572072 42x755mm (Sunshine Gold)

AMOLED
T 24001080 (FHD+)
DIS play Capacitive multi-touch
6.44-inch

Front SOMP AF + 8MP wide
Camera -angle/Rear 64MP AF + 8MP

wide-angle + 2MF macro

4200mAn
Battery Chargin44w

RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB

el MediaTek Dimensity 920

vivo X80 5G

168774 287 36mm (Moonlight Shadow)
Bﬂdy o BT T4 287 41enem (Sunshine Coist, Sunshine Gold)

AMOLED
i 24001080 (FHD+)
Dls play Capacitive multi-touch
6.44-inch

sFront SOMP AF | Rear 64MP AF +
BMP wide-angle + 2MP macro
(@210 ST W o ersure: Front main 172.0 | Rear: main 7179
wide-angle £/2.2 macra /24

4050mAh
Battery Charging:44W FlashCharge

RAM: BGB + 4GB Extended RAM
Memory B
S, G

Processor MediaTek G96

vivo Y21T

Dimensions; 164 95x75.23x8.30mm
| Body_[urteridies

AMOLED

. 24001080 (FHD
DES play Capacitive mu{Iﬁ-m:.lach

6.78-inch, up to 120Hz refresh rate

Front 32MP | Rear SOMP+12MP+12MP

Camera perture: Frort /245 B2MP)
o Rear 1.5 (SOMP) + /1.98 (12MP) + ff20 (12MP)

: : 4500mAh
Battery ch.ming:ﬁﬂw FlashCharge

“RAM: 12GB + 4GB Extended RAM
Memory «ROM: 256G

MediaTek Dimensity 9000

vivo Y33T

164.26x76.08x8.00mm
+Weight: 1829

. 1600=720 (HD+
D IS play capamﬁlgﬁil:]héhmud‘

c anlﬂMPF! Ilaa;ﬁﬂéll;;ZM;hM
sAparture: Front £1. MP} . Raar
it ff1.B (50MP) +ff24 (2MP) +ff24 (2MP)

5000mAh
Baﬂﬁry Charging:18W FastCharge

sRAM: 4GB+1GB Extended RAM
Memory «ROM: 128GE

Snapdragon® 680 Processor

vivo Y55

Bndy 164.26x76.08xB.00mm
Weight: 1829

n 24001080 (FHD+)
Dlsplay Capacitive multi-touch
6.58-inch

Frant T6MP / Rear SOMP+2MP+2MP
Camera Aperture: Front f{2.0 (16MP)

, Rear /1.8 (SOMP) + f/2.4 (2MP}+ /2.4 (2MP)

5000mAh
Battery Charging: 18W FastCharge

«RAM: 8GE + 4GB Extended RAM
«ROM: 128GE

Memory

=lsle el Snapdragon® 680 Processor

Body 160.80x73.79x8.42mm
Weight: 182g

AMOLED

. 24001080 (FHD+)
Display Capacitive multi-touch
6.44-inch

Frort 16MP AF | Rear SOMP+ 2MP+2MP
Camera «Aperture; Front f/20 (16MF),
Rear £/1.8 (SOMP) + /2.4 (ZMP+ /2.4 (2MP)

5000mAh
Charging: 44W FlashCharge

Battery

«RAM: 8GB + 4GB Extended RAM
Memory <ROM: 128GE

Snapdragon® 680 Processor
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:2,26,600 Rs:14,999

AndroidTM 9 Pie

= 144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x2.81x0.32in)

= 6.5 Inches, Super Retina XDR OLED
_Dlsplﬂy capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MF, 1.8, 26mm [wide), 1/2.55%

YR 1. 4pm, dusi pixel PDAE, OIS 12 MP
-Camem , 2.0, S2mm {iefephoto), 1/3.4%, 1.0um, POAF

. 0I5, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, £12.4, 13mm [uirawida) |

T Mon-removable Li-lon 3969
{=E11=10"A mA battery (15,04 Wh) Charging

Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

e Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
MEITIDI'X Internal:64GEB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity,
1 compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation

6.5" HD+ Waterdrop

BBV Flliscreen 16007720

Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
. - - Front: B.0MP FF Selfie Camera

5000mAh Battery

™

L

) %

IWHMIR )

LS4 3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

8 Functions

—/

Oppo F21 Pro
Rs. 52,999

Oppa A6 - A Powerful A-Series Smartphane \\
Smart tech Oppo is unvelling A96 to the market. Oppo s
launching a new handset of its A-series of smartphones. The
coming smartphone of the company will be 2 mid-ranger and
will be launched in China spon. The newcomer will be named
an Oppo A96. The chipset that is going to power the upcoming
smartphone will be Qualcomm Snapdragon 680 SoC. Thisisa
powerful chipset that handsomely handles all the specs of

CAMERA PERFORMANCE

OPPD ¥ SONY INXT09 Fiogship 33 SUPERYDIOC ! ; )

el upper-class smartphones. To give more power to this Oppo's
Selfe Sensor 4500mAn Lorge Bottery A98, there is a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core processar installed under the |
AP & ‘:rp|E ol RAM Exporsicn hood of this handset. The smartphone got the taste of the IPS

Capacitive Touchscreen display which is exclusively made for
the devices of this brand, The screen size of this smartphone is
6.59 Inches. Oppo A96's going to have a full HD display with a
resclution of 1080 x 2412 Pixels. The SoC of the handset is
paired with & gigabytes of RAM. The chipset and the RAM of
the Oppo sharp A96 will make the processing speed of the
phone lightning fast, The internal storage capacity of the device |
is 128 gigabytes. This is enough storage capacity that will give
you aenough space to place a huge amount of data for future
use. The Oppo has got an Android 11 operating system in A6,
The Smariphone has got a Dual Camera setup on the rear, the
main camera will be 50 megapixels and secondary camera is 2

Bokeh Flera Portroit
Wicrolans

Quakcomm Octo-Cora Processar

DESIGN

Fiargless-Leother Degipn
OPRG Glosw

Color0S 12

Inelusive Design
Smort Security

Uit sk Retro Desgr A Gusture megapixels. On the front-facing of the ASE, there is a 16 |
i A megapixels selfie camera. The security of this device, to protect |
Ol Light Smurt Notifeatbn Hidlng your data it has an under-display, optical fingerprint scanner.

The A9% is fueled with a powerful battery of 5000 mAh

capacity. It means you can use the smartphone A96 for a lang
period of time. And also there is a fast battery charging in A96 |
by Oppae, This coming up new Oppo A6 will be a competitor of |
Samsung as the specs look quite impressive.

Oppo A76
Rs. 34,999

Oppo AT6 - A Powerful Mid-Ranger

Smart tech Oppo is unveiling A76 to the market soon, The Chinese

manufacturer Oppo is warking on a new smartphone for its A- X i a o m i
[

series. The upcoming new handset will be 3 mid-ranger and it will
be launched in Malaysia. The newcomer will be named Oppo A7E. = e
The coming smartphone will be powered by the Qualcomm

SM6225 Snapdragon 680 4G (6 nm) chipset, this is a powerful PKR170,999
chipset that is used in upper-class handsets, The Oppo's A76 with P F 0. Q90Q
this processor will provide the user with powerful results. The o
smartphone has got a 2.4 GHz Ccta-Core processer under the
haod of this smartphone. Also, there is a powerful GPU of Adrena
610, The Oppo ATE's going to have a 6.56 Inches big screen size
and It will provide the user with full HD plus the resolution of 720x
1612 Pixels. And there is an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
display that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding CI-P3 TrueColer
results. This handset Oppo sharp ATE will be paired with a gigantic
RAM capacity of & gigabytes, The chipset and the RAM capacity of
the devica show that it will enable the user to execute things
within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the smartphone is
128 gigabytes that are enough to store 2 huge amaount of data for
future use. The Oppo is packing a Dual Camera in the back of ATE.
The main camera is 13 megapixels and 2 megapixels. The selfie
camera is 8 megapixels which will take wonderful pictures. The
upcoming new ATE got a side-mounted fingerprint sensor to
protect your data from loss. And the battery of this ATE is 5000
mAh is planted inside the belly of the new A76 which is enough ta
keep running for almast one or two days of active use. And alsa
there is a fast battery charging of 33W in this new handset which is
called A76 by Oppo. Now 5amsung and other smartphone
companies will be looking to bring features like the Oppo A76.

.
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Nokia C1
Rs:8,299

Mokia C1- Back with a Bang!
World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OF, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been strugagling since the Andraid
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of SMP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Cad Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Mokia will implement Android OS5 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants,
‘With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 284 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
hattla. The phone equips 16GBE internal storage and
external card slol to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
rafio which makes it one of the slimmest smariphone ever
heing offered in today,s market. Mokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time lo budgels
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And

Realme C21
Rs. 19,999

~

Realms C21 - A Mid-Rang Smartphone Of The Company

Smari tech Realme is launching the C21 smartphone to the
market. This Chinese company presented the C20 in the
January of this year, and Realme will present its successor in
three days. Mow all the specifications of this phone have
appearad on AlExpress, and even the price is known, This
smartphone will be Realmea C21. The smartphone will be
powered by ane of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the market that is called MediaTek Helio G35.
The new Realms's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this handset. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 6.52 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscrean, and
this devica Realme C21's gaing to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixals, And also thera is a GPU of
PowerVR GES320 in this upcoming device, Also, thare is
screen protection of Coming Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming
new Realme sharp C21 is packing the upcoming smariphone
with 4 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used
in this smartphone so you can say that your phone is going to
run at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM.
Realme has got 64 gigabyles of storage in C21 which means
that the capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smarlphone, there is a Tripie Camera setup. The main sensor
of the smartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The sslfie shooter in this phone C21 will be 5
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and atiractive
with this new C21. The smartphone has got a powerful battery
which will be fusled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5000 mah
battery in C21 by Realme that will carry support for Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and other tach giants will face
serious competition when this Realme C21 will release,

Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999

Huawei. Mokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants. _/:

5.45"
HD+

Full View
Display

WINDOW TO
THE FUTURE

GMP ool
P Rack

Henor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have ks
Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near fulure. This
will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After
launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. 5o, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memary, and massive power, Honor's 20 Pro will come
packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
smartphane and that chipsat is called Kirin 880, This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a T nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category, 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera selup is concermed, Like other flagships the
Honor 20°s Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will ba 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sansor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired posa, 20
Pro's The handset will ba fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over other smartphone giants. ot

Stand out
beautifully:

It just kee TE

Nokia 7.2

RRP 39,999 &
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Nokia 2.3

X Mobile X2 Selfie Rs:14,900

Bﬂm’ IJ.| JH E y Nokia 2.3 - ANew Eniry-level Smartphone _\‘

Tech giant Mokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2. The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It is
an entry-level smariphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal memaory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Mokia's 2.3
ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be available in
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color variants. The
information leaked about the chipset of the new Nokia 2.3's,
confirms that it will be powered by the MediaTek&€™s Halio
A22. This chipset will ba used in place of 28nm Snapdragon
425, This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Nokia
sharp 2.3, Different variants of the phone will offer different
ranges of RAM and internal storage. One of the models is
packed with 2 gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack
this new upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of
internal storage. The next variant will be available in 3
gigabytes of RAM capacity and the internal storage of the
phone will 32 gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may
offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may
also become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a 4000
mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower side, still
you will have enough power to keep the handset on toes. The
upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with
an LED flash that is placed just under the alone lens of the
phone. The front-facing camera will be 5 megapixels, The 2.3
by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As this is an enfry-level
smartphone so you expesct 8 reasonable price tag. The
company is now competitive enough to challenge high-rated
companies like Samsung by bringing smartphones like Nokia

2.3
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Redmi 10A

Redmi 10A | B & 11,999: =4

Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

|
Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel |
RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM |

1.6GHz Octa Core Processor

15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.50 Curvad)
MediaTek Helio G25
Octa-core Processor
=

4000mAh High Capacity Battery

SL,tllr.'.'IG@ (332

POV g A25PRO

RRP 9,399
See better in the dark

It just keeps getting better

STORE YOUR

FAVORITE APPS

32+2GB

MEMORY

g L | w | O

Biometric 13MP Rear 571" HD+ Androld 9 Pie 00 0maAR
Face Unlock SMP Fromt Camera with Seifie notch battery
'RrRP 13,900 [rRrP 14,900 @
v | 2 GB RAM | 16 GB ROM | |3 GB RAM | 32 GB ROM | [ pwme
-E = i -
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gfivepakistan.com

Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-
AT3 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53)

Quad Camera: 48 MP, /2.0, (wide),
112", PDAF + 12 MP, 2.2, 13mm
{ultrawide] + 5 MP, fi2.4, (macra) +

5 MP, fi2.2, depth sensor, LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast battery charging 15W

(FEF=E) g
ASTUR UG e

sdiguéé L33l

X Mobile X4

MOBILE

! —:gﬁhi

L IXL}

2.4" colorful @": 4 Beaming

display Torch L

e 2,999/ Net

Huawei Mate 10 Lite

£ 34,999 =7

sy

Processor: Ocla-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-AT3 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Corlex-A53)

5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels
18:9 Screan ratio (409 ppl dansity)
Sensars: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)
Acceleromaler, F"nximi[‘y, Compass

{Non-remaovable Li-lon ),2340 mAh
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Oppo F21 Pro 5G

s. 84,999

-\
Oppo F21 Pro 5G -APowerful Chipset Phane

Oppo is launching a new F21 Pro which has got a moniker
50 at the end. The smartphone company Oppo is unveiling
a handset in its F-series, the coming device of the company
will be a high-and phone. A newcomer will be named Oppo
F21 Pro 5G. The smartphone will be empowered by a
powerful chipset called Qualcomm SME3TS Snapdragon
685 5G (6 nm). This is one of the latest flagship chipsets in
the market, and to give more power to this Oppo's F21 Pro
5G has a 2,2 GHz Octa-Core processor inside the handset.
The handset has got AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen and
there is a big screen size of 6.43 Inches, the users will enjoy
using this screen size. The smartphone Oppo F21 Pro's
going to have a full HD plus resoiution of 1080 x 2400 Pixals.
And also in this device, there is a powerful GPU called
Adrano 819 under the hood of this smariphone. The SoC of
the smartphone paired with 8 gigabytas of RAM means that
the upcoming smariphone F21 Pro 5G by Oppo is having to
be very fast in its execution. The internal storage is 128
gigabytas which is enough to store a huge amount of data
for future usage. The Oppo Pro 5G has got a Trple Camera
satup. The main lens of the setup will be 64 magapixels
along with 2 megapixels and 2 megapixels, alens to capture
excellent photography. The front-facing of Oppo F21's Pro
5G will be a single camera of 16 megapixels, The
smartphone has got an under-display, optical fingerprint
sensor to sacure your data. The battery of the phone is also
a massive one, The smartphone F21 Pro 5G is fueled with
{Li-Po Non-removable), 4500 mAh battery to get enough
backup time and the smartphone got a Fast charging of
33W. Now Samsung and other smartphone companies will

be looking to bring features like Pro 5G.
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1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWVGA Screen
5.0 inches

1950 mAh

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GB Free
microSD Card (supports up 64GB)
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Remi Note 11

Redmi Note 11

90Hz AMOLED Pioneer
Snapdragan® GE0

BOHz AMOLED Dot Display
33w Pro fast charging

Flat 0
70
OFF

Piston Basic {Handsfrea)

43,999

50MP Al Quad Camera Dual Speakers

Infinix Note 8
Rs.29,999
%
: : Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex
“m"' -A75 + 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55) [
- = IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen|
BIETIEN 18M Colors, Mulfitouch
7.0 Inches
Quad Camera: 64 MP, {wide)
. 1/1.73", PDAF + 2 MP,
e e
+ 2 MP, Quad LED Flash
(Li-Po Non removable), 5200 mah
Baﬁery - Fast battery charging 18W
32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM I
Memow microSD Card, (supports |
up to 256GB)
. . 128GE Buit-in, 6GB RAM
EEEUVIERY (oD Card, (supports up o 25668)
i
[
1.8" BIG
Bright Display
AERRRARRAERERAD - -f
G'FIVE
POWERFULL
Processar
1200
1200mAh
Batlary
Rs 2,149/-
e grtivepal ) W AR e,
f.qi'r‘ )
|am www.gfivepakistan.com S

Infinix Zero 8

Redmi 10C

Rs. 36,999
‘\\
P o Ocla-core (2 ¥ 2.05 GHz Corlex-
REESSEEE  A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)
— - 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
Be BV Capacitive Touchscreen,
16M Colors, Multitouch
Quad Camera; 64 MF, (wide),
1/1.72%, PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),
'cam.em 144,07 + 2 MP, /2.4, (macra) +
2 MP, fi2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash
: {Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
Battery Standby-upto 26 days
Talktime:upte 36 hours
o 128GB Built-in, 83GB RAM
Memory microSD Card,
(supports up to 256GB)
;i Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,
5 UELEE Fingerprint (side mounted), Proximity
—/

Ocean 9 Black(2GB)

Redmi 10C

Snapdragon® 680 |
Large 6.71" display

Rs.32,999

R34, 009

Flat

OFF

Piston Basic (Handsfrea)

Supparts 1A
fast eharging

Immersive 6.71°
Powearful speaker wit
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VGO Tel

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 om (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)
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CAMON 18 Premier
R=s:59,999

Tecno Spark 8C 4GB
Rs: 24 499

Tecno Camon 18 Premier - Mid-Ranger Of The Teeno w
Tecno is launching its all-new Camon 18 which has got a
moniker Premier at the end. The Chinese company Tecno is,g
working on the new smartphone, which was spotted on
Geogle Play Console. The coming phone model number is)
TRCMNO-CHS, and it will be called Tecno Camon 18 Premier.
The smartphone will be empowered by a powerful chipset
called Helio G986 SoC. This is one of the latest chipsels in the
markat, and to give more power to this Tacno's Camon 18
Premier it has an Octa-Core processor inside the handset.
The handset has gol AMOLED Touchscreen and there is a
big screen size of 6.7 Inchas, the users will enjoying using
this screen size. The smartphone Tecno Camon 18's going
to have a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels. Also
in this device, there is a powerful GPU called Mali-G57
under the hood of this smariphone. The SoC of the
smartphone paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM means that the
upcoming smartphone Camon 18 Premier by Tecno is
having o be very fast in its execution. The internal storage is
256 gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount of
data for fulure usage. The Tecno 18 Premier has got a Quad
Camera setup. The main lens of the setup will be B4
megapixels along with 12 megapixels, and 2 megapixels,
the lens to capture excelient photography. The front-facing
of Tecno Camon's 18 Premier is loaded with a 32
megapixels front-selfie camera satup, The smartphone has
got a fingerprint sensor fo secure your data. The battery of
the phone is also a massive one. The smartphone Camon
18 Premier is fusled with (Li-Po Non-removable), 4750 mAh
batiery to get encugh backup time and the smariphone got a
Fast charging. Mow Samsung and other smartphone
companies will be looking to bring features like 18 Premier.

~

Tecno Spark 8C 4GB - A Spark-Series Phone

Tecno is introducing a new Spark 8C which has got a moniker
4GB at the end. The smarlphone company Tecno is unveiling
a new device in its Spark series. The upcoming smartphone
will be launched in September this year, the coming handset
will b2 a mid-range device. The newcomer will be called
Tecno Spark B8C 4GB, This device got a Chipsst of Unisoc
TE0E fo give more power to this device and it has an Octa-
Core processor inside the phone to make the device ultra
fast Also, there iz a GPU of ARM Mali-G57 under the hood of
this Tecna's Spark BC 4GB, The coming device has gola 6.6
Inches big screen size and It will provide the user with full HD
plus the resolution of 720 x 1612 Pixels. The new Tecno
Spark BC's going to have an IP5 LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display that is the latest one and well known for
its outstanding resuits. This handset will be paired with a
gigantic RAM capacity of 4 gigabytes. The chipset and the
RAM capacity of the Spark 8C 4GB by Tecno show that it will
enable the user to execute things with the coming handset
within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the
smartphone is 128 gigabytes that are enough to store a huge
amount of data for futura use. The Tecno BC 4GB will come
equipped with a Dual Camera setup. The main sensor of the
handseat will ba 13 megapixels, and another one is a QVGA
sensor. The selfie shooter of the smartphone will be &
megapixals. In this upcoming new Tecno Spark's 8C 4GB,
you will find a rear-mounted sensor to protect your data from
loss. The baltery of this upcoming new smartphone Spark BC
4GB iz 5,000 mAh to give full-day use to the users, also there
is a Battery charging 10W. This handset 8C 4GB will give
through time to its competitors like Samsung and others.

e = 4
Tecno Camon 19 Pro Tecno Camon 19 Neo
Rs:<19, 999 Rs:27,999
Tecno Camon 19 Pro - New-Series Of Smartphanes Tecno Camon 13 Neo - The Mid-Rangsr -\

Tecno is working on a new Camon 19 which has got a
moniker Pro at the end, Chinese manufacturer Tecno is
launching a new series of smartphones. Last year Tecno|
has unveiled Camon 18 series, now the company is|
preparing its successor which will be called Tecno Cal‘l'bﬂ!'ll
19 Pra. The new smariphone will be powered by the
MediaTek Helio GS6 chipsel, This is a powerful chipset that
will empower the upcoming smartphone Tecno's Camon 18]
Pro to provide the user with high-end performance, and
also there is an Octa-Core processor under the hood of this
smariphone. The upcoming new Tecno Camon 19's gning;
to have 6.8 Inches which is a massive screen, and to|
provide the user with full HD plus the resclution of 1080 x
2460 Pixels, And there is an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display, also there is a powerful GPU of Mali,
The new Camon 18 Pro by Tecno is having an upcoming
smartphone with & gigabytes RAM, which is the highest
point of RAM used in this smariphone so you can say that
your phone is going to run at a super-fast speed becauses of
its powerful RAM. The buill-in storage capacity of the Tecno
19 Pro is 256 gigabytes which means that the capacity of
your data is unlimited. On the rear of the smartphone, there
is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor of Tecno
Camon's 19 Pro will be 64 megapixels, 50 megapixels
along with the Al sensor. The selfie shooter of the phone will
be 32 megapixels. For this purpose upcoming smartphone

Camaon 19 Pro is having a side-mounted fingerprint reader
to secure the data on the smariphone and only allow the
authorized person. The device will be fueled with a Mon-|
removable Li-Fo 5000 mAh battery that will carry support|
for Fast charging of 33W. Samsung and other tech giants
will face serious competition when the coming smartphone

Tecno is working on a Camon 19 which has got a moniker
Neo at the end. The company is launching a new
smartphone in its Camon series. The newcomer will be a
budget-friendly phone and will be named Tecno Cameon 192
Neo. The smartphone got a Chipset of MediaTek Helio
G#S which is the most powerful chipset and to give more
power to this handset there is an Octa-Core processor
inside the Tecna's Camon 19 Meo to make the device ulira
fast. Also, there is 3 GPU of Mali under the hood of this
smartphone. The display screen size of the smartphone is
6.8 Inches and It will provide the user with full HD plus the
resolution of 1080 x 2480 Pixels. The new Tecno Camon
19's having an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscrean display
that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding
results. The handset will be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of & gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity
of the Camon 12 Neo by Tecno show that it will enable the
user lo execuls things with this smartphone within
seconds. The internal storage capacity of the smartphone
is 128 gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount
of data for future use and the device gol 8 micraSD
dadicated slot. On the rear of the Tecno 19 Neo, there is a
Triple Camera setup. The main sensor of the handset will
be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixels, and 2 magapixels. The
salfia shooter of the phone is 32 megapixals, to make
taking selfies easier and more attractive. The Tecno
Camon's 18 Neo is having a side-mounted, optical
fingarprint reader to secure the data on the smarphone
and only allows the authorized person. The Camon 19
Nao will be fueled with a Non-remaovable Li-Po 5,000 mAh
battery that will carry support for Fast charging. Samsung
and other tech giants will face serious competition when

19 Prowill release., _) the coming 19 Neo will release. _/,
Huawei P30 Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)
R=s: 89,999 Rs:1,56,300
Huawei P30 - Terminator Series! ™

Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and socon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
fram us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphaones, Huaweai's P30 have to make himself strang
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawel P30's unigque
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is siill in pipeline and yet

they have craated hype that Huawei P-series P30 : i

smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1 Camera 121 .::;mr};;algml quF' OdIES
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is .\ fi2.4, 13mm (ultrawide}
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has dacided

to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resclution and Standby:N/A

we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of :

this phone. Intemal slorage of the phane is consist of 128 Baﬂery Talk Time:Upto 17h

GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of Music Play: Upto 65h

an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smariphones that's why the naw P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfact in avary way. P30 gonna coma
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect usad o blur the background of the fecused object,
Artificial Intafligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the guality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yel available,

1509 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
(5,94 X 2.98x0.33in)

Body

. 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BT EN]  |PS LCD capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal: 128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
FEUN] | compass, barometer, Siri natural
y language commands and dictation

Memo
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2.4" Colorful 3000mAh Big Powerful 3D Powerful
Display Battery Torchlight Speaker

15

MONTH

WARRATY Sub Se Behter / www.memobile.pk
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Import Data Smart Phones (Importer Wise)

Importer Name Brand Sep-23
Oy |  Amt

FUTURE TECH APPLE 163 192,175

AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD APPLE - -
_CORETECH_ _APPLE 3 = =

M/s. NIZAM ELECTRONICS APPLE s -

MICROTEL TRADING APPLE -

SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE - -

YELLOSTOMNE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - =

AGILITY LOGISTICS PRIVATE LIMITED APPLE _ . *
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE = = %
EUROTEL TRADING APFLE - -

EVOLUTIONPK IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE m
TRUE TALK TRADING (PRIVATE) LIMITED CHINESE = - |8 \‘
_A.5. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED CHINESE 3 = = i
PREMIER CODE [PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE 6,000 546,400 \
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G - - \__’
HUAWE| TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED HUAWEI 10 500 -
YELLOSTOME TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED HUAWEI 5 = \5\\
DB LINK PRIVATE LUMITED 4 INFINIX i il ‘*\\
MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD INFINIX - = (r
INOWI TELECOM [PVT.) LIMITED INFIMIX 48,000 5,358,216 e i)

C RIGHT MOBILE . INFINIX - - 2 k
CARLCARE SERVICE [PVT.} LIMITED INFINIX 1 197

SICCOTEL TRADING = 7 INFINIX - - m
IM/5_ZENITH ENTERPRISE ! INFINIX ) B 5 \
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION INFINIX - - *
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED 2 - INFINIX 5 85,422 8,622,498

AIR LINK COMMUNICATION [PVT) LTD ITEL . - §
CARLCARE SEH\HCE [P\l"T 1 LlMlTED ITEL - -

INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED — 1TEL 3 14,918 481,303 h
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 20,000 1,253,112 T
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE] LIMITED . KOOBEE - E -

PREMIER CODE {PRIVATE) LIMITED LT - -

ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED MAXFONE - -

ADVANCE TELECOM E ] “NOKIA ) . =

MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD NOKIA - -

M/S ALCATEL LUCENT PAKISTAN LIMITED P == NOKIA E : E -

'IEENO P.H.CK ELEL—I'FICINIG [P‘FIIU:QTEI I.IMlTEIJ I'HCIKIA 5,000 414,975

OF‘PD MDBlLE TECHNOLOG1E5 PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LUMITED OFFOD - -

EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED e oPPO _— = 3 22,000 2,542,260

IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO - -

THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE ] | OFFO . - - -

ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED ] - i ONE PLUS ) # =

UNITED MOBILE ONE PLUS - -

AS. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED OUKITEL = p

DIGICOM TRADING PVT LTD Q MOBILE = -

M/S TRADELINK INTERNATIONAL 3 ] REALME . . -

'ANTPOWER TECH (PVT.) LTD . i T REALME 7 ) = E

EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME - :

Logistics Propel REALME - =

AIR LINK COMMUNICATION SAMSUNG - -

MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD I L 1 SAMSUNG - l_ 1 - -

AGILITY LOGISTICS PRIVATE LIMITED SAMSUNG F ) = 3

SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSUNG 103 61,047

LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 24,050 7,884,986

GNEKT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG = -

BURQUE CORFORATION [PRIVATE) LIMITED ¥, SAMSUNG : E -

EUROTEL TRADING o ] SAMSUNG F ) % z

UNITED MOBILE SAMSUNG - -

Mys. NIZAM ELECTRONICS SAMSUNG | = =

M/S UNITED MOBILES TECNO - -

AIR LINK COMMUNICATION {PVT) LTD 3 1 TECND 24,040 | 2,483,937

MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN] (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO e ) = Fe——

TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS {PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNC 35,080 4,111,060

YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECND S p

INOVI TELECOM PVT LTD T 1 " TECND i ) 3,000 488,536

CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) UMITED TECNO ) 385

VIVO ELECTRIC (PRIVATE} LIMITED 1 [ “wivo ) = B

COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY [PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO 40,500 6,116,300

55" TE LECCIM {SM‘: PMVETE} UMLTED VGOTEL = -

UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED = VNUS = = Z

AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD XIAQMI E -

ALPHA PRECISION IMPEX {PRIVATE) LIMITED  xiaomi } 5 =

BEST CELL OPTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED KIADNI - -

CABNET TECHNOLOGY = 1 ___Xiaon = - -

CORETECH Xlaomil - -

GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIMITED XiAaOMI

MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED ] XKIADMI } = E

MOBILE LINK IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED ] KIAOMI - =

_NANO TECHNOLO UTIONS _ ____XiAOMI = =
PHOMEZO IMPEX TE) LIMITED | XIAOMI - -
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED L | XIAOMI 82,000 7,763,471
SMARTLINK TECHNOLOGI XlAOMI - z
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED AIAOMI - -
XIAOMI PAKISTAN(PRIVATEJLIMITED . KiAOMI
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED l XIACNMI - -
Zhongxing Telecom Pakistan (Pvt.) Ltd, ZTE - -
APPLE [l 163 182,175
CHINESE | : 5
D CODE . = 6,000 546,400
DIGIT 4G - -
HLSAWE ' L g 10 500
INFINIX 133,423 13,980,911
ITEL 34,918 1,734 515
KOOBEE _ =
T i 1 E :
MA)GFONE ! = r = -
_NOKIA 5,000 414975
QPPO 22,000 2,542,260
ONE PLUS - =
OUKITEL : = :
0 MOBILE Z i
SAMSUNG 24,153 7,946,033
TECNO 62,122 7,083,918
vivo 1 40,500 5,116,300
WVNUS 2 -
VGOTEL = -
REALME E =
XIAOMI 82,000 7,763,471
ITE < A
Total - 410,289 48,321 A58
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Blazing Fast
Business

Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444
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Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telecommunication Lid.

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi 10A

(3GB - 64GB) (4GB -128GB)

Redmi Note 11

(4GB-128GB)

BATTER

21% FASTER CHARGING

wit h improved ¢ |"| raina « fFficiency*

Snapdragon® 680

- 5000 mAH

. |- 6nm energy-efficient processor

6.53" Dot Drop display
Rearfingerprint sensor

13MP dualcani
SMP Esealiigﬁlfs".izL=i§"

~
13MP
S

Supports 18W fast charging

Redmi 10C

(4GB - 128GB)

CAMERA

MEGA i .
PIXELS "
a e

@ ©) 50 Mega Pixels
O ® Main Camera

=) 5000mAh (typ) high-capacity battery
10W in-box harger

i

OFFICIAL PARTNERS

>
Enjoy 1

0l

/  (PTA

3 Years Warranty EPpprovec

MONTH OF
FREE
SUBSCRIPTION
STARZF|AY

For Smartphonas
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44W FlashCharge

/ 0 y r AN AMOLED Display
g__lj;g__uj \J In-Display Fingerprint

44W FlashCharge
Qualcomm Snapdragon® Extended RAM
680 Processor
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