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SBP interest
rate hike to
stop inflation
spiral

In an unexpected move, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) raised
its benchmark interest rate by a whole percentage point to preclude
stronger-than-anticipated inflation from going out of control. 100 basis
points raised the interest rate to 16 per cent, which is the highest since
1999. The State Bank had previously increased the interest rate by 1.25
per cent to 15 per cent in July this year. It is true that inflationary
pressures have been stronger and more persistent, but these adjustments
have come about when commodity prices are already very high. Now
apprehensions loom large that this hike will continue to push the
cost of businesses consequently, consumers will feel these pressures
as higher food prices and increased cost of living. In addition to the
expected Sukuk bond payment and raising expectations and demands
of the IMTF, this situation is quite worrisome.

This hike in interest rate will enhance the cost of production and
businesses as they will face extra pressure amid the situation of rising
dollar values, shortages in services and basic commodities such as gas,
and unavailability of dollars in the market. Even now, the central bank
has said in the context of losses caused by the recent floods that post-
disaster needs assessments have been incorporated and FY23 is set to
see a growth of around two per cent along with a $10 billion account
deficit.

It may also be noted at this point that IMF conditionalities and
lender-mandated actions are going to continuously contract econom-
ic growth. Because of this interest hike, businessmen have also begun
pulling out investments in panic. The persistence of this situation is
bound to disrupt our balance of payments and force the government
to increase taxation. In a post-disaster-struck economy coupled with
taxation measures will add to existing commodity prices. A projected
increase in addifion to October, which saw a rise of 26.6 percent in
year-on-year headline inflation, is disastrous for the public. Likewise,
energy and food prices have risen by 35.2 per cent and 25.7 per cent
respectively. These inelastic commodities are mostly used by citizens
so further increases will make the daily life of the common man very
difficult to meet household needs.

When the demand for goods and services declines, prices are set
to follow them and an increase in interest rates is sure to yield the
same effect in the long term. However, monetary policies generally can
take time to materialise and are considered unlikely to offer immediate
relief. For the time being, the price of inelastic products is rising, and
this trend may make the situation direr. While it 15 true that inflation
is a globally driven phenomenon, the government and central bank
should have taken account of it earlier in order to make these adjust-
ments in view of the ground facts and the condition of the poor.
Agpressive monetary policy is difficult to manage but it may be hoped
that the MPC will closely monitor developments and lift pressures
when necessary.

AINE

Business News Magazine

Welcome to

e s'@nrlphun- for Aﬁ

= o '.-_ ]

Jazz, UN Women join to train women

f 3 i Page No 17
on digital micro-businesses a—

Zubair Kasuri Editor-in-Chief 0321-519 7777
Matin Haider Resident Editor Islamabad 0333-525 2553
Usman Yagoob Director Marketing 0321-466 4602
Abdullah Marketing Manager 0320-804 0814
Zafar Khan Afridi Senior Graphic Designer

Azhar Javed General Manager

Mirza Nabeel Tahir Legal Panel 0321-520 7551
Umar Shafqat Tax Consultant 0323426 2291
Lahore Office

27-B, Shahid Town, Gajjumata Bus Stop, Ferozpur Road, Lahore. 042-35965391

Ali Hassan Manager Social Media 0323-497 2029
Ahmed Ali Manager Marketing Mix FM 100 0301-300 6300
Registration No. PCPB/M0G

{Vol. 16 Issue: 55)
www.flare.pk | Email:

Price Rs: 1000
flare.mag@gmail.com

Colour Sepration:
Fotogcan Process, 25-C Lower Mall, Lahore. Ph: 042-37111906, 37234042

Zubair Ahmed Kasun, (Editor-in-chief) publisher of FLARE Business
MNews Magazine published from House No. 46, Block J, Gulberg
Ill, Lahore.




l.etters to the
EDITOR

Appreciation of dollar rate in
Pakistan

In recent times Pakistan has faced many problems like
political change poverty and floods which played a wvital
role in causing loss to the economy. Pakistan’s economy was
badly affected due to the recent floods in the northern areas,
which resulted in a major loss in imports and exports as well
as the stock market. Pakistan fell victim to these catastrophic
floods around the areas where most of the economic activity
takes place and a big gap was left in the market because of
this calanuty. Foreign financial aid has been pumped into
those areas in order to restart economuc activity and save
the country from gomg mto bankruptey. All international
creditors such as IMF and World Bank were resorted to
for help and the situation became even more worrisome
when Pakistan was unable to finalize a deal with IMF for
the release of a tranche from the earhier agreed package and
the circumstances was driving 1t to a lot of trouble in the
international market.

In this scenario, the political change also played a significant
effect on the economy apart from disturbing the foreign
policy of the country. The change of government also caused
problems regarding several foreign agreements.

When Prime Mimister Shehbaz Sharif took office, his primary
efforts were towards saving Pakistan from going into an
economic crash. He appointed Miftah Ismail as the finance
minister who finalised deals with the IMF and World Bank
m order to get funds. In the earlier years, Pakistan was quite
stable with regard to the value of the rupee against the dollar
and the rupee was seen gradually picking up strength 1n the
mternational market. During the 2013 regime of Nawaz
Shanf, the Pakistani rupee once agamn become strong as
Ishaq Dar, then finance mimister, played an excellent role in
keeping the dollar rate in Pakistan stable. Currently, Isaq Dar
has been appointed Finance Mimister by the Shehbaz Sharnif
government to get Pakistan’s economy stable. It 1s hoped
that Pakistan will once again get economic stability soon as
the fluctuating rate of the dollar 1s getting stable and imports

and exports balance.

Shayaan Wadood, Islamabad

‘Talash’ app launched

Since the start of the year, Karaclu and parts of Sindh
have experienced an uptick in street crimes, robberies,
and kidnappmgs. This raised fear among the citizens as
well as public outrage against the negligent attitude of law
enforcement agencies. Although the provincial government
and mumnicipal authorities offered reassurances of action
against gangs and mafias, the law-and-order situation in the
province remains a question.

The Smdh police should fully activate the application across
Karachi to tackle street crimes and robberies. This will also
allow the police to test the effectiveness of the app and
resolve any technical 1ssues. The app should be launched in
other parts of the province as well to curb the rising erime
rate. The public must also support the police mtiative by
lodging their complaints and providing them with sufficient
detals to track down the criminals.

Faheem Ali Soomro, Karachi

Unlawful parking charges
Thas refers to the letter “Car parking mafia 1s acting illegally,’

Write us at: flare.mag{@gmail.com

by Safia Anf (November 21, 2022). Wiiters® pomts can be
key solutions to taking action against illegal parking charges.
These mafias in many areas of Karachi are getting illegal
taxes/overchargmg/ fleecmg without taking responsibility for
the vehicle. If someone 1s with a family and parks a car, they
fergn having no change for a currency note to overcharge. So
Sometimes refusing to give the changes. This mafia has become
a nusance for the citizens of Karaclu. So the government
needs to take stern action agamst this parking mafia.

Arman Ameer, Kech

Begging should be abolished by law

Some beggars, no doubt, deserve our sympathy. Among them
are handicapped or those who do not look fit to do any job
due to any disability. So they are unable to earn a living. The
pity 1s that most of the beggars are able-bodied but they are
begging by exploiting the emotions of people. So, begging
for them has become a profession as they find therein the
easiest means to earn a handsome living. However, the
matter does not end at begging. Some of them are crimunals.
They beg only to hide their crimes. This large-scale begging
15 a slur on the fair name of our country.

Begging needs to be abolished by strict implementation of
laws against this practice. It should be made even a more
pumishable offence. At the same time the government
should open shelter houses for those beggars who are really
helpless. Able-bodied beggars should be forced to work. If
they go without work, they must also go without food. We
should have no sympathy for such impostors. We should not
encourage them by giving alms. People can thus play a big
role in ending this evil.

Irsa Imran, Multan

Jinnah repelled interfering with
private life

The news conference of Senator Azam Swati brought tears
to the eyes of most Pakistanis as the shameful act of sending
an “obscene video clip” to the senator’s wife made the head
of the whole nation down in shame. There are no words m
any dictionary of the world’s languages to condemn this
ghastly, gruesome and horrible act carried out by unknown
characters and enemues of the country. The founding fathers
of this country were so conscious about and respected the
private life of the individuals that when at a very critical
and crucial point someone brought the letters of the wife of
Lows Mountbatten and Pandit Nehru, to seek the publication
to use the same as a political tool, Muhamamd Al Jinnah
got terribly annoyed and strictly prohibited interfering in the
private lives of opponents. How tragic and unforfunate it 1s
that a country which gained imndependence through such a
man of great character, has the people doing the opposite of
his teachings and political philosophy. Our political parties
and political characters appear to have shunned moral values
and don’t mind crossing all hmits when they disagree or
oppose their political rivals.

This 15 the time that all political parties and stakeholders sit
together to sign a “charter of ethics and behaviour” in politics
pledging not to bring the personal lives of their opponents
under discussion. If left unchecked, there will be no end to it.

Aamir Aqil, Lahore

We recerve too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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The total population in Pakistan was estimated at 225.2 million

in 2021 and it is expected to reach 229.50 million by the end
of 2022. The population of Pakistan represents 2.56 per cent
of the world's total population which arguably means that one
person in every 39 people on the planet is a citizen of Pakistan

he United Nations estimates that the global
human population will reach eight billion
in the last quarter of 2022, and will contin-
ue to grow, albeit at a slower pace and with
regional disparities, in the decades to come.

Here are some key takeaways from the UN anal-
ysis:

The UN Population Division estimates that
the number of human beings on Earth will grow
to eight billion on November 15, more than three
times higher than the 2.5 billion global headcounts
m 1950.

However, after a peak m the early 1960s, the
world's population growth rate has decelerated dra-
matically, Rachel Snow of the UN Population Fund
told AFP.

Anmual growth has fallen from a high of 2.1 per
cent between 1962 and 1965 to below 1 per cent in
2020.

That figure could fall to around 0.5 per cent by
2050 due to a continued decline in fertility rates, the
United Nations projects.

Given the increase in life expectancy as well
as the number of people of childbearing age, the
UN projects the population to continue growing to
about 8.5 billion in 2030, 9.7 billion in 2050, and a
peak of about 10.4 billion in the 2080s.

Other groups have, however, calculated different

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

figures.

The US-based Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation (IHME) estimated in a 2020 study that
the global population would max out by 2064, with-
out ever reaching 10 billion, and decline to 8.8 bil-
Lion by 2100.

"We are lower than them (the UN) and I think
we have a good reason,” lead author of the THME
study, Stein Emil Vollset, told AFP.

The University of Washington professor says
that under their “quite different fertility model,” the
human population will only reach between nine and
10 billion.

In 2021, the average fertility rate was 2.3 chil-
dren per woman over her lifetime, down from about
five m 1950, according to the UN, which projects
that number to fall to 2.1 by 2050.

‘"We've reached a stage in the world where the
majority of couniries and the majority of people
in this world are living in a country that is below
replacement fertility,” or roughly 2.1 children per
woman, says Snow.

A key factor driving global population growth is
that average life expectancy continues to increase:
72.8 years in 2019, nine years more than in 1990.
And the UN predicts an average life expectancy of
77.2 years by 2050.

The result, combined with the decline in fertility,

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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is that the proportion of people over 65 is expected
to rise from 10 per cent in 2022 to 16 per cent in
2050.

This global greying will have an impact on la-
bour markets and national pension systems while

Snow says that a growing number of countries
are reaching out to her organization, asking “how
can UNFPA help us better understand what we
might do to boost our population.”

Beneath the global averages are some major re-

For example, the UN projects that more than
half of the population growth by 2050 will come
from just eight countries: the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Nigena, Pala-

The total population in Pakistan was estimated
at 225.2 million in 2021 and it is expected to reach
229.50 million by the end of 2022. The population
of Palastan represents 2.56 per cent of the world's
total population which arguably means that one per-
son in every 39 people on the planet is a citizen of

Palastan. Preliminary eshmates suggest that — with-
out decisive relief and recovery efforts to help the
poor — the national poverty rate may increase by 2.5
to 4 percentage points, pushing between 5.8 and 9

The average age in different regions is also mean-
ingful, currently at 41.7 years in Europe versus 17.6
years in Sub-Saharan Africa, according to Snow,
who says the gap “has never been as large as it is
today.”

Those numbers could even out, but unlike in
the past when countries’ average ages were mostly
young, says Snow, “in the future, we may be closer
in age, mostly old.”

Some experts believe these regional demograph-
ic differences may play a significant role in geopoh-
tics going forward.

In another illustration of changing trends, the
two most populous countries, China and India, will
trade places on the podium as early as 2023, accord-
ing to the UN.

India’s population, shade below
that of China at present, is
expected to surpass its northern
neighbour in 2023, and grow to
1.7 billion by 2050 -- though its

fertility rate has already fallen
below replacement level

China's 1.4 billion population will eventually be-
gin to decline, falling to 1.3 billion by 2050, the UN
projects.

By the end of the century, the Chinese popula-
tion could fall to onty 800 million.

India's population, currently just below that of
China, 15 expected to surpass its northern neighbour
in 2023, and grow to 1.7 billion by 2050 - though
its fertility rate has already fallen below replacement
level.

The United States will remain the third most
populous country in 2050, the UN projects, but it
will be tied with Nigeria at 375 million. =
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CPEC poised to
give turnaround to

Pakistan economy
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China has been Pakistan’s largest trading partner for six
consecutive years, since the fiscal year 2015 and Pakistan’s
largestsourceofimportsandsecond-largestexportdestination.
In the fiscal year 2019-2020, the total bilateral trade was $10.67
billion, and the trade volume between Pakistan and China
accounted for 16.7 per cent of the total trade volume of Pakistan

he China-Pakistan Economic Corndor
{CPEC) is ushering in a new era of coop-
eration and exchanges between the two
countries in multiple areas including en-
ergy, industries, culture, and trade and commerce.

The first phase of the CPEC (2015-2020)
has made significant progress, with most of the
planned-projects in the transport infrastructure and
energy sectors successfully implemented and under
implementation.

According to an article published by the CGTIN
think tank, the early-harvest projects in the first
phase of the CPEC have created about 38,000 jobs,
more than 75 % of which are for Pakistanis.

Among them, energy projects have created the
most jobs, absorbing a total of 16,000 jobs. Pala-
stam workers and engineers are employed therein.
The construction of transportation infrastructure
has created about 13,000 jobs. Among them, the
Project, Peshawar-Karachi Expressway (Suk-
kur-Multan Section), has absorbed 9,800 Pakistani
workers, and Karakoram the second phase of high-
way upgrading, and reconstruction created 2,071
local jobs.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

In 2018, the article said the bilateral trade vol-
ume between Pakistan and China was $19.08 bil-
lion, a year-on-year decrease of 5 per cent. From
January to December 2020, the bilateral trade vol-
ume between Pakistan and China was $17.49 bil-
lion, a year-on-year decrease of 2.7 per cent; from
Jamary to December 2021, the bilateral trade
volume between Pakistan and China was $27.82
billion, a year-on-year increase of 59.1 per cent.
Among them, China's exports to Pakistan were
$24.23 billion, a year-on-year increase of 57.8 per
cent. Article published by the CGTIN Think Tank
says, imports from Pakistan were $3.59 billion, a
year-on-year increase of 68.9 per cent.

According to Pakistani statistics, China has been
Palastan’s largest trading partner for six consecutive
years and since the fiscal year 2015 Pakistan's larg-
est source of imports and second-largest export des-
tination. In the fiscal year 2019-2020, the total bilat-
eral trade was $10.67 billion, and the trade volume
between Pakistan and China accounted for 16.7 per
cent of the total trade volume of Pakistan.

Before 2015, Pakistan suffered from power
shortages. Power outages tock place all over the
country. Major cities were out of power for about

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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10 hours a day, and rural areas were out of power
for about 22 hours a day.

The article said the national average power
shortage was 4,000 hours of megawatts. Since the
establishment of the CPEC, the domestic power
shortage in Pakistan has been greatly alleviated.

There are more than 10 energy and power proj-
ects in the CPEC, including Dawo Wind Power
Project, Thar Coal-fired Power Station, Port Qasim
Coal-fired Power Station, Karot Hydropower Sta-
tion, Mattiari-T.ahore +660kV DC Transmission
Project, SukiKnari Hydropower Station and oth-
ers. According to statistics from the Palastan Bu-
reau of Statistics, CPEC, as of Jamnmary 2022, the
total capacity of energy projects completed under
the framework of the CPEC reached 5.32 million
kilowatts. The Mattiari-Lahore +660 kV DC pow-
er transmission project, which has been completed
and put into operation, has solved the problem of
power transmission and distnibution i Palkistan
with advanced technology, reduced power line loss-
es and improved the power transmission network
in Palkistan. The second phase of the Karakoram
Highway Upgrade and Reconstruction Project and
the Peshawar-Karachi Expressway Project have im-
proved the traffic capacity of the “arterial roads™ of
road traffic between Palastan and China and within
Pakistan.

Projects in the first phase of
CPEC have created about

38,000 jobs, more than 75% of
which are for Pakistanis

Ahsan Igbal, Minister of Planning, Develop-
ment and Special Projects of Palastan said that
the CPEC has helped Pakistan build a number of
world-class highways. Today, Pakistan has built an
efficient and high-speed road network connecting
the eastern, southern and northern regions, which
has promoted interconnection and created new op-
portunities for the development of Pakistan's tour-

In addition to direct employment, Corridor
projects have also created thousands of indirect
jobs. Gwadar was originally a small wharf on the
Arabian coast of southwestern Palkistan, located in
the impoverished province of Balochistan. Gwadar
Port is far away from the mainland, with inconve-
nient fransportation, barren land and weak infra-
structure, the residents mainly rely on fishing.

In 2015, with the joint efforts of Pakistan and
China, the CPEC project in Gwadar Port was soc-
cessfully implemented. Today's Gwadar Port is
not only officially operating, achieving the goal of
connecting with major ports in the world, but also
greatly improving the living and employment en-
vironment of the local residents. Ahsan Igbal said
that remarkable progress has been made in the first
phase of the CPEC construction, and the Gwadar
Port has also made great progress in the construc-
tion of the CPEC.

If the economy is the essence of a country, and
culture is the soul of a country, the CPEC project is
like opening a door to cultural exchanges.

Pakistan and China are exchanging socio-eco-
cultures, and promoting mutual understanding. In
terms of material culture, Pakistan and China are
exchanging produocts, commodities and resourc-
es with each other Intangible culture includes
food, language, clothing, religion and way of lLife.
The Chinese engineers of the CPEC project have
brought Chinese culture into the lives of local peo-
ple while carrying out their work. At the same time,
Chinese engineers are also actively learning the
Pakistani language Urdu, trying to understand the
culture and living habits of the Pakistani people, to
work smoothly with their Pakistani colleagues.

CGTN Think Tank is an open platform that
from China and abroad. It provides a hybrnd plat-
form featuring different ideas, research and opin-
ions drawn from the world’s leading intellectuals. m
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Pakistan to get
most advanced oG
internet by July 2023

Countries around the world are still struggling to get stable
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and reliable 5G. Regions, including the UK, still get poor 5G
connections in a lot of cities and it remains to be seen how the
next generation of mobile networks performs in Pakistan. We
also recommend taking the July launch date with a grain of salt

t last, regarding much-delayed and

revised dates to launch 3G in the

country, IT and Telecommunications

Minister Syed Aminul Haq strongly
expects it to take place in July 2023. While an-
nouncing the new date, the IT Minister vowed
that the initiative would help boost the IT indus-
try as well as exports at an impressive rate. He
made the announcement during a ceremony at
the UBIT Career Fest 2022, organized by the De-
partment of Computer Science of the University
of Karachi. The Minister said he was confident
the new deadline would be met without any fur-
ther delay. The Minister observed exports from
the IT sector had increased significantly com-
pared to exports from other sectors.

“Our IT industry has already witnessed robust
growth. As compared to the other 43 ministries
of Pakistan, the highest increase in exports has
been registered by the IT and telecommunication
sectors. The exports of other ministries increased
by 2 to 3% only over the last couple of years while
the exports of IT and telecom jumped by 47.44%
during the same period. It reflects the potential
which we need to capitalise on.”

He also said that the industry and universities
could help meet the needs of future jobs and en-
able IT graduates, to grab opportunities offered
by IT companies. The government is also facil-
itating IT startups with huge funding of around
$373 million.

Countries around the world are still struggling
to get stable and reliable 5G. Regions, including

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

the UK, still get poor 5G connections in a lot of
cities and it remains to be seen how the next gen-
eration of mobile networks performs in Pakistan.
We also recommend taking the July launch date
with a grain of salt.

In March 2022, the world’s renowned telecom
group Etisalat and Federal Mimister for IT & Tele-
com Syed Aminul Haque discussed bilateral is-
sues, 5G strategy and telecom growth in Pakistan
during Mobile World Congress 2022 (MWC22).

CEOQO Etisalat Hatem Dowidar along with
President and Group CEQ PTCL Hatem Bama-
traf called on the Federal Minister Amin-Ul-
Haqgue during MWC22 in Barcelona, Spain.

Flare wants to update its readers about the top
10 5G user countries. According to a report, the
number of cities with access to 5G has reached
1662 worldwide.

China: For the past two years, China has been
at the forefront of the 5G innovations race. The
country has built 961,000 5G base stations and
365 5G terminal connections and has shipped
128mn 5th-Generation phones. According to
data from China’s Ministry of Industry and In-
formation Technology (MIIT), there are more
than 10,000 5G applications in various areas,
including education, transportation, and health-
care, to name just a few.

South Korea: South Korea was one of the
first countries to adopt 5G back in 2013. Two
years later, in September 2020, the country's 5G
subscriptions reached well over 9 million, a num-
ber that is expected to climb as high as 40 million
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by 2025.

The United States: Along with China, the
United States is one of the biggest countries in
the 5G industry. According to a recent Ericsson
report, around 195 million 5G subscriptions are
expected by 2026, with the technology account-
ing for 71.5 per cent of the total US mobile mar-
ket by 2029. The Cellular Telecommunication
Industry Association (CTIA) predicts that the
rapid growth of 5G technology could generate
US$275bn in investment and US$500bn in eco-
nomic growth.

Spain: As part of its post-pandemic recovery
strategy, Spain has pledged around US$171bn
to enhance its digitalisation inihiatives. Span-
ish multinational telecommunications company
Telefonica stated that 90% of the country’'s popu-
lation will have access to 5G by 2022. The organ-
isation already provides 5G services to 80% of
Spain's population, available in 1300 towns and
cities across the country.

The United Kingdom: Back in 2019, 5G 5G
networks were being commercialised by UK mo-
bile operators, despite the growth in adoption due
to the availability of 5G handsets. The UK's first
5G service in London, Edinburgh, Belfast, Car-
diff, Birmingham, and Manchester was launched
in Everything Everywhere (EE) in May of the
same year with a goal to reach the entire country
by 2028.

Canada: 5G is a relatively novel technology
in Canada, however, telcos are still trying to in-
crease network coverage as fast as possible. Mo-
bile download speeds in the country have rou-
tinely ranked in the top ten worldwide, but the
new 3G technology has increased the network's
speed by 205% over its predecessor, 4G.

The expansion of 5G in Canada 1s being driv-
en by the nising need to accelerate innovation in
an attempt to keep up with technological break-
throughs.

Amnstralia: Telstra, Australia’s largest telecom-
munications company, has installed over 2000
5G base stations, covering 41% of the country’s
population.

To provide 5G services across Australia, the
telco also intends to cover 75% of the population.
In addition, Australia has a median 5G down-
load speed of 283.56 Mbps, which is among the
world's best mobile speeds.

Sandi Arabia: Perhaps a surprise addition to
this list, Saudi Arabia is actually a leader in 5G.
The country expects 45 million new IoT devices
to be supported by 5G by 2030, creating a market
worth US$12bn. working with private enterprises
to enhance digital infrastructure, and with a me-
dian speed of 370.12 Mbps, Saudi Telecom now
has the most extensive 5G coverage.

China: For the past two years,
China has been at the forefront
of the 5G innovations race.
The country has built 961,000
oG base stations and 360 5G
terminal connections and has
shipped 128mn Sth-generation
phones

Italy: 5G has shown a significant presence in
Italy over the past two years. Various network op-
erators have provided services to both residents
and companies, and TIM has launched 5G ser-
vices in Rome, Milan, Turin, and Florence to
name just a few.

Finland: The first country in the world to in-
troduce 5G, Finland, is a worthy entry on this
list and a pioneer of the network. It has made 5G
available in a variety of frequency bands, includ-
ing 00 MHz, 3,400-3,800 MHz, and 26 GHz,
which have been designated as pioneer frequency
bands in Europe. m
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Work started on Rs
43.39 billion Karachi

I'T' Park
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Karachl IT Park would support the creation and dev elopment
of knowledge-based enterprises apart from offering a range of
services that would also boost a knowledge-based economy,
entrepreneurship and the latest technologies. Eleven-storey
building would provide office space to nearly 225 startups and
small to medium enterprises and other ancillary facilities like
testing laboratories, classrooms, an industry-academia linkage

centre, an auditorium etc.

ederal Minister of Information Technolo-
gy and Telecommunication Syed Aminul-
Haque, lkck-started Pakistan's largest
Information Technology Park project in
Karachi to facilitate the fastest-growing IT sector
in the metropolis.
! The Minister laid the foundation stone in a cer-
emony held at the project site near Karachi Air-
port that would provide state-of-the-art facilities
to mational and international companies besides
creating job opportunities for more than 20,000 IT
professionals.

The project has been approved by ECNEC
at an estimated cost of Rs. 41.39 billion or USD
186.658 million which included a loan amounting
to § 158.416 million by Korean Exim Bank and
PSDP local share of Rs. 6.25 billion. The project
would be completed in June 2026.

Speaking at the groundbreaking ceremony
Syed AminulHaque felicitated the people of Kara-
chi, Sindh and the entire country on the launch of
the project and said that projects of public interest
were the top priority of the government.

He said the dream of Karachi IT Park after
passing through a long process and overcoming all
hurdles had now come true with the hard work of
all the concerned quarters.

The largest IT project of its kind in Pakistan
would benefit not only the citizens of Karachi but
also the IT professionals and companies of the
entire country, he said and called for gearing up
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the development work so that the project could be
completed in the shortest possible time.

The core objective of the Park is to provide a
campus equipped with IT and telecommunication
basic infrastructure requirements, proper facilities
and ample working space to enable innovative busi-
nesses to develop and prosper, the Minister said.

The Karachi IT Park would support the cre-
ation and development of knowledge-based en-
terprises apart from offering a range of services,
that would also boost the knowledge-based econ-
omy, entrepreneurship and latest Technologies, he
said adding that the Park’s eleven-storey building
would provide office space to nearly 225 startups
and small to medium enterprises and other ancil-
lary facilities like testing laboratories, classrooms,
mdustryacaﬂcnnalmkagcccnﬂc,anﬂmmmmm
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IT and Telecommunication has achieved many
milestones and launched 70 USF projects of OFC
and broadband in four provinces at a cost of Rs.
65 billion.

He informed the participants that in the prov-
ince of Sindh, 20 projects of NGBSD and OFC
worth Rs. 16.30 billion had been started so far in
20 districts, including Tharparkar, Nawabshah,
Khairpur, Larkana, Badin, Jacobabad, Shikarpur,
Mirpurkhas and Dadu.

Syed AminulHaque said that for the first time
in Palkistan, smartphone manufacturing lhicenses
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were issued, as a result of which as many as 29
companies were now manufacturing smartphones
and digital devices in Pakistan.

He said that National Incubation Centres
{INIC) were established in Karachi, Lahore, Islam-
abad, Peshawar, Quetta and recently in Hyderabad
as well while the seventh NIC would be set up in
Faisalabad.

As a result of our initiafives, the volume of IT
exports has reached $USD 2.62 billion with an
increase of 47% while the amount of investment
for Pakistani startups has reached $ 818 million,
he said adding that steps have been taken to pro-
vide IT training facilities of international standard
to the fresh [T graduates and the Centre of Excel-
lence project for youth training in the University of
Karachi was under consideration.

Former Federal Minister Dr Ehalid Magbool
Siddiqui, speaking at the occasion said that a muoch
bigger IT park was required in the metropolis but
the initiative was a welcome step and it would en-
sure better facilities for the sector.

He said that worling at home was the future
work strategy that would remain constant as it has
become a practical and feasible approach around
the world.

Karachi contributes 70 % of the national reve-
mue and it has the potential to drive the entire coun-
try on the path of development and prosperity, he
said and added that Karachi was ready to take the
nation to the path of speedy development.

Special Assistant to Chief Minister for IT Tan-
zeela Umm-Habiba, Consul General of South
Korea to Palistan Kim Haksung and Chief Sec-
retary Sindh Dr Muhammad Sohail Rajput, also
addressed the ceremony.

Earlier caretaker MDD Pakistan Software Export
Board Syed Junaid Imam delivered the welcome
speech and highlighted the salient features of the
IT park project.

The ceremony was also attended by lawmak-
ers, Federal and Provincial Secretary I'T, academia,
representatives of EXIM Bank Korea, officials of
the Pakistan Software House Association, promi-
nent business personalities and professionals.

Meanwhile, Federal Minister of IT and Tele-
com Syed AmimilHaq took notice of the com-
plaints of non-standard mobile and internet service
in the country. He also announced the formation of
a telecom tribunal for telecom sector complaints.

Speaking in Islamabad, Federal Minister IT
Syed AmimilHaq said that there are many areas
in the country where the quality of office service is
not good, it is the job of the Palustan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA) to check the quality of

The Minister laid the
foundation stone in a ceremony
at the project site near
Karachi Airport that would
provide state-of-the-art facilities
to national and international
companies besides creating job

opportunities for more than
20,000 IT professionals

INSIGHT |

service (QoS). The regulator takes notice of QoS
issues and has fined companies in the past.

Syed AminulHaq said that the IT Ministry
would also sit with the telecom companies on the
issue of quality of service, and listen to their com-
plaints, and try to find a solution to the problem.

He further said in order to entertain and decide
complaints related to the telecom sectors, a sepa-
rate tribunal was being established which was in
the final stage of completion. He said mnstead of
the High Court the matters and issues relevant to
the sector of information technology would be tak-
en up by the tribunal. He also said the social media
rules would be finalized in the next few weeks. »
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dkistan can develop its agriculiure sector
and increase the yield by providing incen-
tives to farmers to use hybrid maize seeds,
a scientific officer reported.

Agriculture is the second-largest economic sec-
tor of Pakistan after the textile and manufactur-
ing sectors. Maize is the country’s most important
cereal crop after rice and wheat. Hybnid seeds are
grown on about 30% of the land utilisedfor maize
cultivation in the country whereas open-pollinated
vaneties (OPVs) occupy 70% of the agncultural
land. Tt shows that hybrid maize has a vast scope in
Pakistan.

Zubair Ahmed, a scientific officer at the Nation-
al Agriculture Research Centre (INARC), said thatin
Palastan, the price of hybnd maize seeds is among
the highest in South Asia. Smallholder farmers in
Palastan are forced to grow open-pollinated forms
of maize because they are unable to afford expen-

“Since maize grows quickly and has the capacity
to yield a lot of grains per unit area, this could help
poor rural farmers to improve their standard of liv-
ing and alleviate poverty,” said Zubair Ahmed.

He said that maize is mainly grown in Khyber
Pakhiunkhwa and Punjab. However, Sindh and Ba-
lochistan have also recorded a surge in maize culti-
vation in recent years due to the involvement of the
private sector and development inthiatives. The two
provinces can be explored for the development of
future hybrid maize because they have substantial
tracts of umused land.

“Pakistan uses 60% of the total maize crop for
the production of chicken feed, 25% for wet mill-
ing and other purposes while the remaining 40% is
used as human and animal food,” said the scientific
officer.

Approximately 80% of farmers in Pakistan are
smallholders. Their limited ability to purchase hy-
brid maize seeds is one of the mamn hindrances to
the adoption of these seeds. The use of hybrid maize
seeds by smallholder farmers may be encouraged by
providing financial incentives to them as well as by
improving delivery mechanisms and extension ser-
vices.

“Hybrid maize varieties should be distributed
mn Pakistan's non-traditional areas in order to in-
crease local maize output. Local production of hy-
brid maize seeds will help to lower its retail prices.
The Agricultural Innovation Programme (AIP) has
launched a considerable mumber of maize hybrids
through both public and private seed companies to
assist the government in increasing the adoption of
hybrid maize seeds and yield,” said Zubair Ahmed.

He said that insufficient input application and
poor varety selection for particular ecologies were
the main caunses of lower maize yield. By adopting
hybnid vaneties, the production of maize can be im-
proved in the same area.

He said: “In Pakistan, a small amount of hybnd

, are adversely influencing maize yield, emphasis

must be laid on the production of climate-resilient
maize hybrids. The use of these hybrid seeds can
significantly increase the yield of maize.”

On the other hand, a high-powered Federal
Committee on Agriculture (FCA) meeting for Rabi
Season (2022-23) was held recently under the chair-
manship of Ch. Tarig Bashir Cheema, Federal Min-
ister for National Food Security and Research. The
participants of the meeting included representatives
of Provincial Agriculture Departments, the State
Bank of Pakistan, ZTBL, the National Fertilizer
Development Center (NFDC), the Pakistan Me-
teorological Department, the Indus River System
Authonty and senior officers of the Ministry of Na-
tional Food Security & Research. Chairman PARC
and heads of Ministry's attached departments viz.,
Agri. Policy Institute, Federal Seed Certification &
Registration Dept., Pakistan Oilseeds Development
Board, Department of Plant Protection, Federal
‘Water Management Cell and Pakistan Agricultural
Storage and Services Corporation (PASSCO) also
participated in the meeting.

The Committee reviewed the performance of
the Khanf Crops (2022-23) and the Production Plan
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Financial support

to farmers

bumper maize crop

Approximately 80% of farmers in Pakistan are smallholders.

call €arrl

At n

" % ;i s .-1
> o j .".-?F‘

Their limited ability to purchase hybrid maize seeds is one
of the main hindrances to the adoption of these seeds. The
use of hybrid maize seeds by smallholder farmers may be
encouraged by providing financial incentives to them as well
as by improving delivery mechanisms and extension services

for Rabi Crops (2022-23). The Committee also dis-
cussed the sitnation of mputs for Rabi Crops (2022-
23). The Committee was informed that sugarcane
production for 2022-23 is estimated at 81.64 million
tons from an area of 1.32 million hectares showing
an increase of 12.44 % and 6.23 % in area and pro-
duction respectively over the targets fixed by FCA.
The rice production for 2022-23 15 estimated at 5.53

A small amount of hybrid maize
is grown. Since changing
climatic conditions are
adversely influencing maize
yield, emphasis must be laid on
the production of climate-resil-
ient maize hybrids. The use of
these hybrid seeds can
significantly increase the yield
of maize

million tons from an area of 2.99 million hectares
showing a decrease of 2.4 % and 34.51 % in area
and production respectively over the targets. The
Maize production for 2022-23 is estimated at 9.24
million tons from an area of 1.61 million hectares
showing an increase of 21.02% and 28.86% over the
targets. The Mung bean production for 2022-23 is
estimated at 183.7 thousand tons from an area of
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213.2 thousand hectares showing an increase of
12.58% and 2.29 % in area and production respec-
tively over the last targets.

The Committee was informed that cotton pro-
duction for 2022-23 1s estimated at 6.3 million bales
from an area of 2.1 million hectares showing a de-
crease of 43.08% in production over the last year.
Production achievements of major and minor crops
like wheat, mash, gram, potato, lentil, onion, toma-
to and chillies were also discussed in the meefing.

g uf w . 11
The Committee has fixed the production target for
Rabi (2022-23). The target for wheat was fixed at
28.4 million tons on an area of 9.3 million hectares.
Whereas, the production targets for gram, potato,
onion and tomato are fixed at 560, 6029, 2422 and
622 thousand tons respectively. The seed availabili-
ty for Rabi Crops was also discussed at the meeting
which was also informed by FSC&RD that certified
seed availability for Rabi Crops increased by 14% as
compared to the last year. m
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Jazz, UN Women join to train
women on digital micro-businesses

(/13Hy

NN )/

Aamir Ibrahim, Jazz CEO said our col]aboratmn WILh the UN Women is a testament to our
commitment to improving the lives and livelihood of women in Pakistan through technology.
Providing women with tools and resources to enhance their economic capabilities will unlock
larger societal benefits, including poverty eradication, and reduce the digital gender divide

resulting in economic growth

azz, Pakistan's leading digital operator and a
part of the VEON Group, has signed an agree-
ment with the UN Women to mtroduce digital
and financial literacy programs for women-led
micro businesses in underprivileged areas. Under the
programs, by 2025, 10,000 women micro-entrepre-
neurs will also be provided free SIMs, internet data,
calls and SMS bundles, and JazzCash Wallets. The
idea behind this collaboration is to narrow down the
sets to enable them thrive in the fast-evolving digital

PR |

Additionally, Jazz will be offering gender fixa-
campaigns, upskill fraining, advocacy, and thought
lmdashmmmrmmgndﬁm“olmm

towards United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG), particularly SDG 5 - Gender Equality.

While women make up half of the country’s pop-
ulation, unfortunately, women's labour participation
in the country rests at onty 21 per cent. These metrics
are the focus of this collaboration and will be tackled
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through a customised curniculum to train and enable
provide access to internet data and technology prod-
ucts to support their business endeavours.

Aamir [brahim, Jazz CEO reiterated the impor-
tance of building an inclusive society where women
are empowered through digital and financial inclu-
sion, “Our collaboration with the UN Women is
a testament towards our commitment to improv-
ing the lives and livelihood of women in Pakistan
through technology. Providing women with tools
and resources to enhance their economic capabilities

Jazz is also a signatory to the
global Women’s Empowerment
Principles, a set of principles
offering guidance to
businesses on how to promote
gender equality and women’s
empowerment in the
workplace, marketplace, and
community
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sulting in economic growth.”

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Shar-
meelaRassool, Country Representative, of UN
Women Pakistan applauded Jazz's efforts towards
building an inclusive digital ecosystem. “The pri-
vate sector has an important role to play to address
public perceptions of women using mobile technol-
ogy. Especially, normalising women's use of mobile
phones and raising awareness of how owning and
using a mobile phone can benefit women and their

famﬂJm”Jazzmalsnamguatur}rmﬂmglubaqum— [

en’s Empowerment Principles, a set of principles
offering guidance to businesses on how to promote
gender equality and women's empowerment in the
workplace, marketplace, and community. As part of
the GSMA's Connected Women Commitment Ini-
tiative, Jazz has committed to increasing the propor-
tion of women by 8 per cent in its mobile internet
customer base by 2023. While JazzCash is aiming
to increase its female customer base to 50 per cent in
the next few years — currently, 27 per cent of women
are subscribed to JazzCash wallets. m
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TECGNO Mobile awarded
for Most Innovative Phone

Manufacturing Br

and in Asia

TECNO fully demonstrated its precise brand’s insight and global vision on the demand of the
young generation for “technological value” and “aesthetic value” of technology produects as
well as the achievements made in constantly exploring the boundary between fashion art and

innovative technology

ecently, TECWNO Mobile, the innova-

tive technology brand broke through the

competition at the Global Brand Awards

by the UK Global Brands Mag-

azine and won the award of the “Most Innovative

Mobile Phone Manufacturing Brand in Asia.” As

a heavyweight brand trophy of the media industry,

this marks TECINO's success in ifs global re-brand-

ing campaign to build TECNO as an “Innovative
Technology Brand” from2021.

The Global Brand Awards is an anmual event
which is organised by Global Brands Magazine
{(GBM), an international publication headquartered
in the UK. The Awards aim to recognize and re-
ward companies and titans of the industry for their
exceptional performances. TECNO Mobile was
evaluated on the basis of innovation, strategic rela-

tionships and new business development.

' Commenting on TECNO Mobile winning the
award, ShivKumar, CEQ of GBM said: “This award
was given in recognition of the brand’s commit-
ment to developing smart, super-intelligent devices.
The award recognizes the brand’s commitment to
technological innovation and constant drive to offer
its customers the finest products. We are very proud
of TECNO Mobile and all the efforts that they have
put in. Their innovative approach has earned them
their spot as the Most Innovative Mobile Phone
Manufacturing brand in Asia.”

TECNO fully demonstrated its precise brand’s
insight and global vision on the demand of the
young generation for “technological value” and
“aesthetic value” of technology products as well
as the achievements made in constantly exploring
the boundary between fashion art and innovative
technology. The jury saw a clear path of TECNO
brand value from its accurate brand posifion and its
outstanding performance in technology innovation,
brand momentum, and marketing in the past year.

*“We are honoured to take home this brand tro-
phy at the first anniversary of TECINO’s brand re-
freshment as an innovative technology brand. As
TECNO pushes to build a rich product ecology
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from smartphones to laptops and tablets to smart
audio and smart home devices, TECINO strives to

provide mnovative technologies to enable consum-
ers to build a fashionable and digitally connected
lifestyle”, said JackGuo, General Manager of
TECNO Mobile adding, “winning this award is
a valuable recognition of our efforts, and we will
contimie to be committed to unlocking the best con-
temporary technologies in artistic designs, show-
casing its mastery of serving the youth-generation
consumers, and inspiring them to never stop pursu-
ing excellence.”

TECNO is an innovative technology brand with
operations in over 70 markets globally, revolutioniz-
ing consumers’ digital experience in global emerg-
ing markets. Industry statistics show that TECINO is
quickly developing in target markets with its highly

TECNO Mobile won the “Most
Innovative Mobile Phone
Manufacturing Brand, Asia”
Award for 2022, and was invited
to join the felicitation ceremo-
ny due to be held at the Palm
Jumeirah — Waldorf Astoria,
Dubai, on 10 December 2022

appreciated tech value and aesthetic value through
its innovations with smartphones, smart wearables,
laptops, tablets, HiOS systems and smart home
products.

On the other hand, the official merchandise
TECINO X BTW Collab is live and making waves
across social media platforms. This fusion of Tech-
nology and Fashion by TECNO and BTW has
been generating a lot of hype on social media lately,
and some of the most famous mfluencers of Pala-
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stan have gotten behind this trend. These influenc-
ers have visited BTW stores all over Palastan and
picked their favourite outfits from the latest winter
collection inspired by Mondrian Art.

TECNO has stepped up the fashion game with
its star performer, theCamon 19 Pro Mondrian Edi-
tion, and the social media Influencers are rushing
to their nearest BTW franchise to mix and match
different outfits as well. Some of the most famous
influencers who elevated their fashion game using
outfits inspired by this collaboration include Ayesha
Shahveer, Hemayal and Agsa Fawad, among a host
of others.

The Camon 19 Pro is one of the leading handsets
in the Pakistani Market right now, and for a good
reason. The 19 Pro Mondrian edition's best unique
feature is its aesthetically pleasing colour-changing
back which has taken the market by storm! This
phone has broken the barrier of what was consid-
ered stylish for a smartphone. Users love to pair
this 19 Pro Mondrian edition with their colourful
outfits and make a fashion statement out of it. This
phone offers one of the best camera modules in its
price segment, with a primary 64MP camera sensor,
which provides an RGBW (G+P). This means this
phone can capture and show white light in its pic-
tures like no other smartphone in its price segment.

Moreover, many camera modes like Pro Cam-
era and Super night vision make photography a
lot more fun. Armed with a 5000 mAh battery, a
120HZ refresh rate and an extendable ram, the 19
Pro blows the competition out of the water. Power-
ing all of this is a MediaTek G%6 processor, which
ensures that the operations are silky smooth on the
device.

We have good news for you if you want to pur-
chase the new Camon 19 pro and 19 Pro Mondnan
edition. Both phones are available at a price tag of
PER 49,999 and PKR 51,999 in offline markets.
Apart from that, the merchandise from this col-
laboration is also up and running and BTW, stores
throughout the country. So, run to the store and grab
your favourite outfit before the stock runs out. =
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vivo’s latest YO2s
launched in Pakistan
with 5000mAh battery

and trendy design

Vivo (R
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2.5D Slim Bodyj
S5000mAh Battery
IGE RAM + 32GE ROM

Thevivo YO2sisequipped with a 6.51-inch HD+Halo FullView™
Display with Eye Protection* that allows for an immersive and
enjoyable viewing experience. With its 2.5D Slim Body Design,
the device is beautiful as well as comfortable to hold. The YO2s
has been designed by keeping in mind young consumers’ busy
lives who desire a smartphone that will make their day-to-day

tasks easier

ivo, a leading global smartphone brand,

d the newest member of its Y series,

‘; vivo Y02s, in Pakistan. The launch of Y02s

gives vivo an opportunity to move closer

to its vision of providing innovative, feature-rich

smartphones across a wide price range to its young-
er audience,

The Y025 comes with a long-lasting 5000mAh

battery to effortlessly complete the day’s tasks and

3GB RAM + 32GB storage, along with a beautiful

and eye-catching design.

The vivo Y025 15 equipped with a 6.51-inch HD+
Halo FullView™ Display with Eye Protection® that
allows for an immersive and enjoyable viewing ex-
perience. With its 2.5D Slim Body Design, the de-
vice 15 beauftiful as well as comfortable to hold. The
Y02s has been designed by keeping in mind young
consumers’ busy lives who desire a smartphone that
will make their day-to-day tasks easier.

Powerful Performance and L.ong-Lasting Bat-
tery

The vivo Y02s is powered by a MediaTek Helio
P35 octa-core processor that provides high perfor-
mance and reliability. The device has a large 3GB
RAM + 32GB storage that has an expandable ca-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

pacity of up to 1TB*. Now users can stream their
favorite movies, listen to music, and save and cher-
ish every precious memory without worrying about
running out of storage.

The YO2s comes with a
long-lasting 5000mAh
battery to effortlessly complete
the day’s tasks and 3GB RAM
+ 32GB storage, along with a
beautiful and eye-catching
design

‘With a 5000mAh battery, vivo Y02s provides
enough power for a full day’s worth of work. Us-
ers, with such a large and high-capacity battery, are
able to stream multiple movies or play games for
long hours or listen to their favourite music on a
loop with one full charge. vivo Y02s also supports
5V/1A Reverse Charging* — allowing users to
charge other devices from their phone.

Soperior Camera for High-Ouality Photo-
graphs

The device has an EMP Rear Camera along
with a 5SMP Front Camera, coupled with a rear
/2.0 and front 2.2 aperture that elevate the camera
experience for its users when it comes to clicking a
photograph or selfie.

There are features such as Face Beauty and
Time-Lapse on the Y025 camera to enhance your

day-to-day shooting experience. As a result of these
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features, users are able to take professional-quali-
ty photos from their smartphones, which enhances
their overall photography experience.

With its 6.51-inch Halo FullViewTM display
with HD+ resolution, the Y02s gives users an im-
mersive viewing experience whenever they watch
movies, browse the web, or play games. When used,
the Eye Protection Mode* filters out harmful blue
light to prevent eye strain. Moreover, the display
automatically adjusts brightness according to the
ambient light.

The device has impressive features with its
8.19mm thickness and 2.5D slim body, making it
lightweight and comfortable.

Gorgeous Colors

The Y02s is available in two beaufiful colors:
Fluorite Black and Vibrant Blue

B Fluonte Black is a timeless and elegant
color that has a fluorite texture giving it a classy
appearance.

B Vibrant Blueis a clear blue shade that
comes alive with a pattern of dancing waves — re-
vitalizing you with passion and vitality.

Seamless Experience

As a brand known for its innovation and quality,
vivo has added numerous new features to the Y02s
to improve the overall user experience.

- Face Wake: vivo's Face Wake feature un-
locks the phone whenever needed in a blink of an
eye.

- Multi Turbo 5.5: vivo's exclusive Multi
Turbo 5.5* focuses on optimizing core scenes to
reduce stuttering and lag in games. The device is
engineered to priontize and allocate memory and
CPU resources - especially when too many apps are
running simultanecusly in the background.

- Ultra-Game Mode: The Ultra Game Mode
provides a richer sensory gaming experience with
Do Not Disturb and Esports modes. You can now
play better, have more fun and win too in a cooler
style.

Other Features

vivo Y02s runs on the Funtouch OS 12 and has
some additional features that come in handy on a
daily basis:

- Easy Share: This feature enables seamless
switching between phones without needing mobile
data.

- iManager: Lets you avoid bonng everyday
tasks and keeps your phone in good shape — al-
lowingusers to relax. As soon as it sets up, it can
handle tasks such as cleaning up your phone or
scanning for problems at night.

Pricing & Awailability:

vivo Y02sis available for purchase across Palkistan
at the price of Rs. 33,999 only. vivo offers one-year
warranty for vivo Y02s along with 15 days free re-
placement and 6 months warranty for accessomes.
vivo Y02s is duly approved by Palastan Telecommu-
nications Authority and supports all mobile networks
in Palastan. Zong customers can also get 12GB Free
Mobile Internet by using their 4G SIM card in Slot 1
{2GB Internet / month for 6 months). m
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Getting smartphone
made quite easy
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Under the scheme, anyone can get a smartphone easily just on the basis of CNIC without any
lengthy documentation hassle. Phones ranging from Rs 10,000 to Rs one lakh will be available
in installments of three to 12 months, and in case installments are not paid these phones will be

locked through a special system to become unusable anywhere in the world

ederal Minister for Information Tech-

nology and Telecommunication Syed
AmimlHaq has inaugurated an inter-
est-free installment scheme to buy smart-
phones. The ‘Smartphone 4 All' initiative aims

to facilitate affordable smartphone ownership for
low-and middle-income consumers in Pakistan in
easy installments. The initiative has been launched
in collaboration between GSMA and KistPay.
Under the scheme, anyone can get a smart-
phone easily just on the basis of CNIC without
any lengthy documentation hassle. Phones rang-

ing from Rs 10,000 to Rs one lakh will be avail-
able in installments of three to 12 months, and in
case installments are not paid, these phones will
be locked through a special system to become un-
usable anywhere in the world.

Secretary IT MohsinMushtaq, Member Tele-
com, Member Legal, Member International Co-
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ordination, GSMA Asia Pacific Head Julian Gor-
man, Head of Policies Janet White, Chairman
PTA Major-General (R) AamirAzeemBajwa,
Chief Executive UfoneHatemBamatraf, Chief
Executive Telenor IrffanWahab Khan, Chief Op-
erating Officer Jazz Asif Aziz and a large number
of telecom dignitaries and attended the inaugural
CEeremony.

The “Smartphone 4 All’ initiative
aims to facilitate
affordable smartphone
ownership for low-and
middle-income consumers
in Pakistan in easy install-
ments. The initiative has been
launched in collaboration

between GSMA and KistPay

In his address, Syed AminulHaque said that it
was necessary to ensure the availability of low-cost
but quality smartphones especially to middle-class
people while looking at their economic condition
at a time when the problems of connectivity pro-

vision, the IT and telecom sector are being solved.
While dilating upon the mobile mamufacturing
policy of the government, the Minster said so
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far, 29 companies have been issued mobile phone
manufacturing licenses, and these companies are
producing millions of mobile phones, which are
being exported along with meeting the local de-

mand.

" Welcome to
thﬂ!i for All

“At that time I gave my team the slogan “Smart-
phones for All” and directed them fto work on it
fast. Today is the day of fulfillment of this dream.
I would like to firstly thank Julian Gorman, Head
of GSMA Asia Pacific and Janet White, Head of
Policies, for their contimied support in organizing
this event. I would like to congratulate Asif Jaf-
ri, Chief Executive of KlstPa].r, anﬂ.UsmanNas:r,

#'H'...

Consultant, who have provided their services for
Smartphone for All" the Minister went on to say.

Addressing the event, Chairman PTA Ma-
jor-General (R) AamirAzeemBajwa said that if
banks, mobile companies and mobile manufac-
turers come forward and start the scheme in this
manner, they will be provided with all possible
facilities. m
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Telecom industry
struggling to survive
amid he avy taxes

Magnates of the telecom industry say that due to government
policies, not only this industry is suffering loss and new
investment therein not forthcoming, but the policies have also
generally cast adverse effects on the IT industry which is the
backbone of the I'T sector and the majority of the I'T businesses
are based on the telecom and data services

ederal Mimster for IT and Telecommu-

nication Syed Aminul Haque chaired a

meeting to discuss issues in the telecom

sector where the Chief Executive Officers
(CEOs) told the Minister about their concerns re-
garding government policies. The heads of the tele-
, com industry said certain policies framed by the
government department in this sector were pushing
the country to the dark-age instead of the digital
age of the modern era.

Telecom industry sources said that the CEOs
of telcos had a detailed discussion with the Feder-
al Minister on the problems the telecom sector had
faced recently.

Magnates of the telecom industry say that due to
government policies, not only this industry is suffer-
ing loss and new investment not forthcoming there-
in, but the policies have also generally cast adverse
effects on the IT industry which is the backbone of
the IT sector and the majority of the IT businesses
are based on the telecom and data services.

According to industry sources, the CEOs urged
the Federal Minister to talk to the federal govern-
ment about withdrawing the 50% increase in with-
holding tax.

CEOs informed the Minister that with an over-
all 34.5 per cent tax on telecom users including 15
per cent withholding tax and 19.5 per cent general
sales tax, Pakistan is among the highest-taxed tele-
com markets in the world, while it ranks second
highest in telecom taxation in South Asia. Feder-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

al Minister for IT and Telecommunication, Syed
AminulHaque, who chaired a meeting, received
these proposals from IT Industry heads from Aamir
Ibrahim, the CEO of Jazz, IrffanWahab Khan, the
CEO of Telenor and HatemBamatraf of Ufone and
other bigwigs of the industry.

According to sources, CEOs of telcos also raised
the issue of industrial tariffs before the Minister.

The CEOs informed the Minister that despite
the fact, the telecom has been given industrial
status but induostrial tariff has not yet been imple-
mented on it whereof the operational cost has in-
creased phenomenally. Telecom companies charge
the users in rupees but they have to pay the renewal
fees in dollars. According to Industry sources, the
CEOs of the companies also raised the issue of the
non-opening of L.Cs of the telecom sector before
the Federal Minister. The CEOs told the Minister
that due to the non-opening of L.Cs and non-import
of telecom industry equipment; the operations of

Federal Minister Syed AminulHaq assured the
CEOs of raising their concerns and proposals be-
fore the federal government to get them addressed
at the earliest in the interest of sustaining the indus-
try. He said that the import of telecom equipment,
spectrum fee, and industrial taniff are serious issues
of the telecom industry that should be resolved im-
mediately as economic stability and an increase in
foreign exchange reserves are subject to the devel-
opment of the telecom industry.
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According to the sources, the Federal Minister
said that the IT Ministry was making serious efforts
to solve the problems of the industry.

The MolITT has sent proposals regarding the
Telecom Industry to the Finance Ministry and the
FBR. He assured that he will also talk to the Prime
Minister to solve the problems faced by the indus-
try.

Sources added that the CEOs of the telecom
companies thanked the Federal Minister, and said
that the Minmistry of IT and Telecom always made
serious efforts to help and solve the problems of the
industry.

The telecom sector seeks urgent policy mter-
ventions from the government to provide critical-
ly-needed fiscal space to ensure its survival includ-

ing denominating spectrum payments in rupees and
extending the payment terms to 10 years instead of

five, suspension of industry’s anmial contribution
to the Universal Service Fund (USF) and Ignite for
two years and reduction in withholding tax from
15 per cent to eight per cent on essential telecom
SETVICES.

Heads of the telecom companies apprised the
Federal Minister for IT about different issues of
the telecom industry. They also offered thanks to
IT Minister Haque for his strong commitment and

The CEOs informed the Minis-
ter that despite the fact telecom
has been given industrial status,
industrial tariff has not yet been

implemented on it whereof the
operational cost has been
increased phenomenally.

Telecom companies charge the
users in rupees but they have to

pay the renewal fees in dollars

The CEOs of telecom companies reiterated that
a healthy and stable telecom sector as the founda-
tion of a country's digital ecosystem, fuels virtually
all sectors of the economy and is a prerequisite for
consistent improvement in service quality for users.
However, the telecom industry's financial health
15 severely impacted due to an unprecedented rise
in the cost of operations: primarnily fuel, electrici-
ty, interest rates, constantly increasing USD pegged
spectrum instalments, and most recently severe
damages caused to cnitical digital mfrastructure by
floods to the extent that now it threatens the very
survival of telecom sector.

Aimed at partially mitigating the “digital emer-
gency”, the telecom sector seeks urgent policy inter-
ventions from the government to provide critically
needed fiscal space to ensure its survival and sup-
port Pakistan's digital inclusion objectives.

Haque said that he is well aware of the depart-
mental issues confronted by the country’s telecom
industry, and is struggling to settle these issues to
stabilise mvestment in the IT and telecom sector.

Addressing the meeting, Federal Minister for
IT and Telecom Haque said that efforts were on
to resolve the issues of the telecom industry as the
economic stability of the country was linked to the
uplift of the telecom industry. He said we are deter-
mined to remove all bottlenecks at the departmen-
tal level in order to promote investment in the IT
and telecom sector of Pakistan. He noted that the
improvement in connectivity is linked to the tele-
com industry.

Additional Secretary (Incharge) Ministry of IT
and Telecom MohsinMushtaq and senior officers
of the Ministry were also present in the meeting.

‘Well-informed sources told ProPakistani that
the telecom industry believes that the Finance Di-
thncnumrjrtﬂwardsthcdarkagcmstcaﬂnfﬂm
digital age. m
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Veon mulls selling
Internet towers

in Pakistan

Veon has 10,000 to 12,000 towers in Pakistan and the sale
process “is very close to conclusion,” Chief Executive Officer
KaanTerzioglu said in an interview. “The value of a tower is
somewhere between $60,000 to $80,000 depending on

interest rates,” Terzioglu said, implying a valuation range
between $600 million and $960 million

ireless operator Veon Limited is
in advanced talks to sell its tower
assets in Pakistan, Bloomberg re-
ported recently.

Veon has 10,000 to 12,000 towers in Pakistan
and the sale process “is very close to conclusion,”
Chief Executive Officer KaanTerzioglu said in an
interview. “The value of a tower is somewhere be-
tween $60,000 to $80,000 depending on interest
rates,” Terzioglu said, implying a valuation range
between $600 million and $960 million.

A Saudi Telecom Co. unit, a consortium be-
tween Palistan’s TPL Corp. and UAE-based
TASC Towers, and Palkistani conglomerate Engro
are among the bidders for the assets, according
to people famihiar with the matter who spoke on
condition of anonymity as the tender is private.

Spokespeople for Saudi Telecom and Veon de-
clined to comment. The TPL-TASC consortium
and Engro didn't immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment. In September last, Pakistan's
TPL said it formed a strategic partnership with
TASC to bid for an unidentified telecom tower
company.

Veon was founded in Moscow in 1992 as Vi-
mpelCom, one of Russia’s first cellular-phone
providers. It has grown into a Dutch-domiciled
telecommunications giant with more than 217
million customers in nine countries, although
Russia still accounts for about half of its revenue.

The firm said this month it has started the pro-
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cess of selling its Russian unit in an attempt to
limit the fallout from the war in Ukraine, where it
is the country’s biggest mobile operator.

Last year, Veon sold more than 15,000 towers
in Russia for around $970 million to Service-Tele-
com LLC. It has about 30,000 more towers to
sell, Chief Executive Officer KaanTerziogiu told
Bloomberg News.

Last year, Veon sold more
than 15,000 towers in Russia
for around $970 million to
Service-Telecom LLC. It has
about 30,000 more towers to
sell, Chief Executive Officer
KaanTerzioglu told
Bloomberg News

Veon's share price has fallen by two-thirds this
year as the invasion and subsequent sanctions on
Russia by the US, European Union and UK un-
dermined the company.

LetterOne Investment Holdings, founded by
Russian billionaire Mikhail Fridman, owns 48%, of
Veon, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.
Fridman was sanctioned by both the EU and the
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UK earlier this year, and stepped down from the
boards of Veon and LetterOne.

It is pertinent to mention here that five years
ago, VEON had planned to sell its Pakistani tow-
ers business to a subsidiary of Malaysian telco gi-
ant Axiata for US$940 million.

Under the cash deal announced, Axiata Group
Berhad infrastructure division Edotco and a Pa-
kistani investment firm called Dawood Hercules
will together pay PKR 98,700 million ($940 mil-
lion) for Deodar, the towers business of VEON
subsidiary Jazz.

The agreement will leave Edotco with a 55%
stake in Deodar and Dawood Hercules with the

remaining 45%.
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It will give them about 13,000 towers and ap-
pears to support Axiata's broader strategy of ac-
quiring more infrastructure assets in Asia before it

In a statement, VEON said the transaction val-
ued Deodar at a “high single-digit multiple™ of its
annual earnings (before interest, tax, depreciation
and amortization), without providing more detail.

It also said that Deodar would enter info a
12-year “master services agreement” with Jazz
following the sale — which it expects to complete
by year-end — to ensure its Pakistani business can
continue to make use of Deodar's assefs.

VEON intends to use the proceeds from the
sale to pay for spectrum and slash debts at Jazz.
According to the terms of the deal, it will re-
ceive PKR 69.93 billion ($666 million) when the
deal closes and the remainder of the fee with-
in 12 months of that date. VEON controls Jazz
through its 57.7% stake in Global Telecom Hold-
ing (GTH), which is also the holding company for
a number of other VEON subsidiaries in emerg-
ing markets, including Algeria’s Djezzy, North
Korea's Koryolink and Bangladesh’s Banglalink.

“This transaction is highly valued accretive for
VEON and GTH and a further execution of VE-
ON's asset-light strategy,” said Jean-Yves Char-
lier, VEON'’s chief executive, in a statement. “It
also reflects the start of a long-term partnership
with a strong counterparty with significant expe-
rience in tower management.”

VEON Ltd. is a holding company, which en-
gages in the provision of connectivity and internet
services. It operates through the following seg-
ments: Cornerstone; Growth Engines; and Fron-
tier Markets. The Cornerstone segment includes
operations in Russia. The Growth Engines seg-
ment comprises businesses in Pakistan, Ukraine,
Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan. The Frontier Mar-
kets segment covers the market of Algeria and
Bangladesh. The firm's brands include Beeline,
Kyivstar, Banglalink, Jazz, and Djezzy. The com-
pany was founded by Dmitri B. Zimin and Augie
K. Fabela IT in 1992 and is headquartered in Am-
sterdam, Netherlands. m
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atar 15 home to some 2.9 million people,

but only a small fraction — around one

in 10 — is a Qatan citizen. The Qatari

citizens enjoy massive wealth and ben-
efits by Qatar’s shared control of one of the
world's largest reserves of natural gas.

The tiny country on the eastern tip of the Ara-
bian Peninsula juts out into the Persian Gulf. There
lies the North Field, the world's largest underwa-
ter gas field, which Qatar shares with Iran. The
gas field holds approximately 10% of the world's
known natural gas reserves.

Oil and gas have made the 50-year-old country
exceptionally wealthy and influential. In a matter
of decades, Qatar's around 300,000 citizens have
been pulled from the hard livelihood of fishing and
pearl diving.

The country is now an international transit hub
with a profitable national airline, a force behind the
influential Al Jazeera news network and is paying
for the expansion of the largest UUS military base in
the Mideast.

Qatar’s Economic Strength:

For most of its existence, the tribes of Qatar re-
lied on pearl diving and fishing for survival. Like
other parts of the Gulf, it was a harsh and bare
existence. The discovery of oil and gas in the mid-
20th century changed life in the Arabian Peninsula
forever.

While much of the world grapples with re-
cession and inflation, Qatar and other Gulf Arab
energy producers are reaping the benefits of high
energy prices. The International Monetary Fund
{IMF) expects Qatar’s economy to grow by about
3.4%, this year.

Despite a massive spending spree to prepare for
the World Cup, the country still earned more than
it spent last year, giving it a cushy surplus that is
contimuing mnto 2022. Qatar’s riches are likely to
grow as it expands its capacity to be able to export
more natural gas by 2025.

Its sovereign wealth fund, the Qatar Investment
Aunthority, manages and invests in the country’s fi-
nancial reserves.

Qatar’s World Cup Spending:

Qatar has spent some $200 billion on infra-
structure and other development projects since
winning the bid to host the five-week-long World
Cup, according to official statements and a report
from Deloitte.

Around $6.5 billion of that was spent on build-
ing eight stadiums for the tournament, including
the Al Janoub stadimum designed by the late ac-
claimed architect, ZahaHadid.

Billions were also spent to build a metro line, a
new airport, roads and other infrastructure ahead
of the matches.

The London-based research firm Capital Eco-
nomics said ticket sales
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Qatar has spent some $200 billion on infrastructure and
other development projects since winning the bid to host the
five-week-long World Cup, according to official statements

and a report from Deloitte

The counfry’s citizens rely on labour from other
countries to fill jobs in the service sector, such as
drivers and nannies, and to do the tough construc-
tion work that built modern-day Qatar.

Qatar’s Migrant Labour Force:

The country has faced intense scrutiny for its
labour laws and treatment

suggest that around 1.5
million tourists will visit

Oil and gas have made the

of hundreds of thousands
of migrant workers, most-

Qatar for the World Cup. o0-year-old country ly from India, Bangladesh,
If each visitor stayed for 10 . Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Ne-
days and spent $500 aday, ~ €Xceptionally wealthy and 441 and other South Asian
spending per visitor would countries. These men live

amount to $5,000, the
research firm said. That
could amount to a $7.5 bil-
lion boost to Qatar’s econ-
omy this year However,
some fans may fly in just
for the matches while stay-
ing in nearby Dubai and

influential. In a matter of

decades, (Qatar’s around
300,000 citizens have been
pulled from the hard livelihood hovrs of midday respite.

in shared rooms in labour
camps and work through-

the long suommer
months, with just a few

They often go years with-

of fishing and pearl diving  out sceing their families

back home.

elsewhere.

Qatar’s Lavish Benefits:

Like other rich petro-states in the Gulf, Qatar is
not a democracy. Decisions are made by the ruling
Al Thani family and its chosen advisors. Citizens
have little say in their country’s major policy de-

The government, however, provides citizens
with vast perks that have helped ensure continued
loyalty and support. Qatari citizens enjoy tax-free
incomes, high-paying government jobs, free health
care, free higher education, financial support for
newlyweds, housing support, generous subsidies
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The work is often dangerous, with Amnesty
International saying dozens may have died from
apparent heat stroke.

Rights groups have credited Qatar with improv-
ing its labour laws, such as by adopting a minimum
monthly wage of around $275 in 2020, and for dis-
mantling the “kafala” system that had prevented
workers from changing jobs or leaving the country
without the consent of their employers.

Human Rights Watch, however, has urged Qa-
tar to improve compensation for migrant workers
who suffered injury, death and wage theft while
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On the other hand, a Pakistan Army contin-
gent reached Qatar to provide security at the FIFA
‘World Cup.

The security contingent departed from Nur
Ehan Airbase in Rawalpindi and consisted of
army officers, Junior Commissioned Officers and

The move has followed a draft agreement ap-
proved by the federal cabinet in August to send
troops at the request of the Qatari government,
which is said to be anticipating the arrival of 2.1
million visitors for the tournament, with the tiny
Gulf state’s population reportedly surging by 13
per cent in the build-up to the event.

The decision was made when Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif visited Doha on an official two-
day trip to seek Qatari investment and financial
support amid the country’s economic turmoil. The
Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) had announced
that it would pump $3 billion in key sectors of Pa-
kistan's economy.

Last month the contingent received training on
security from FIFA's eight-member team during its
visit to Palastan.

Other countries, including the US, Britain, Mo-
rocco and Turkey, have also signed agreements
with Qatar to provide troops and training for the
host nation. Last week, the Turknsh parliament rat-
ified a motion to deploy soldiers in Qatar for six
months to help boost security for the World Cup.

According to a protocol signed between Turkey
and Qatar, Ankara will send over 3,000 riot police,
bomb specialists and sniffer dogs for the World
Cup, which will run between 21 November and 18
December. m
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Telenor selling its
unit in Pakistan

|\

As such, rumours have been abuzz for years about potential
consolidation in the market, including a tie-up between Telenor
and Ufone and, more recently, with incumbent operator PTCL.
To date, however, neither of these deals has materialized

he Norwegian operator group is set to go
ahead with the sale of its Pakistani unit,
which has been struggling under the
weight of intense competition and rising
energy costs. According to reports, Telenor has
begun working with Citigroup to find potential
buyers for its Pakistani unit, the value of which,
sources suggest, could be worth $1 billion.

These same sources explained that the first
round of bidding is being invited to take place lat-
er this month with discussions already underway
with unspecified companies in both the Middle
East and Asia.

The future of Telenor Pakistan has been up
for debate for a number of years. With four na-
tional mobile operators, Pakistan's mobile market
15 highly competitive, offering the operators lit-
tle prospect for revenme growth. Indeed, despite
' Telenor Pakistan's subscriber base growing by 6%
year-on-year by the end of 2021, average revenue
per user (ARPU) fell around 10% in the same pe-
riod. As such, rumours have been abuzz for years
about potential consolidation in the market, in-
cluding a tie-up between Telenor and Ufone and,
more recently, with incumbent operator PTCL.
To date, however, neither of these deals has ma-
terialised.

While Telenor appears to have been happy to
wait for the perfect merger opportunity to arise in
recent years, the changing economic climate may
now have forced their hand.

Back in July, Norwegian telecoms group Tele-
nor announced that they would conduct a strate-
gic review of their Pakistan unit, having posted a
$244 million impairment to the business, largely
due to the rapidly increasing energy prices in the
region. One quarter later, the business prognosis
had not improved, with Telenor Pakistan record-
ing a 22% decline in earnings year-on-year for the
third quarter in October.

A brief ray of sunshine was felt two weeks ago,
when the company benefited from a legal reversal
related to SIM tax within the country, gaining the
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unit roughly $57.79 for the quarter, but this is an
insufficient remedy for the company’s long-term
future.

Telenor has been reconsidering its future in all
its Asian markets in recent months, recently form-
ing Telenor Asia to centralise the management of
its operations in Bangladesh, Malaysia, Palistan,
and Thailand.

Telenor is currently involved in large-scale
mergers in both Malaysia (DiGi with Celcom)
and Thailand (DTAC with True Corp) and re-
cently exited Myanmar as a result of inhospitable
conditions imposed by the new military junta.

The telco serves over 175 million customers
across the Nordics and Asia and reorganises its
presence in Asia as part of its growth strategy.
This customer base is expected to grow even fur-

Telenor has begun working
with Citigroup to find potential
buyers for its Pakistani unit, the

value of which, sources suggest
could be worth $I billion

ther beyond 200 million, following Telenor sign-
ing merger agreements in Malaysia and Thailand
last year, with these mergers expected to be the
largest and second-largest in Asia.

“The strengthened team at our Singapore
headquarters will add value to our operations and
safeguard our interests in the region,” said Jer-
genRostrup, Head of Telenor Asia.

“This will also help us ensure value creation of
our assets, and we will explore structural partner-
ships or, in the future, a potential IPO."”

According to Telenor, each market will have
dedicated investment management teams. At the
same time, its Singapore base will be strengthened
across various areas of the business including fi-
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nance, operations, risk management, governance,
and people management.

By 2025, Telenor Asia has also set to achieve
a target of $1.2 billion in cash flow. The compa-
ny has identified opportunities in Pakistan and
Bangladesh around increasing mobile adoption,
bolstering B2B revenue across the region, and ex-
panding customer value.

Meanwhile, Norway's Telenor Group has said
that despite seeing ‘positive trends for mobile ser-
vice revenues in the Nordic region’ in Q3 2022,
high energy prices, especially in Denmark, Nor-
way and Pakistan, ‘continue to be a headwind'.
Presenting its financial results for the third quar-
ter of 2022, the group reported a total turnover
of NOK28.428 billion (USD2.7 billion), up from
NOEKZ27.411 billion in the corresponding period

of 2021. Service revenues were up 2.5% in organ-
ic terms, meanwhile, reaching NOEK21.914 billion
in 3022, compared to NOE21.496 billion a year
earlier.

In terms of other key financial indicators,
Telenor Group’s reported EBITDA before other
income and other expenses totalled NOK13.059
billion (3Q22: NOK12.856 billion), with the com-
pany saying that although an increase in energy
cost of NOK400 million impacted EBITDA de-
velopment negatively by three percentage points,
this was more than offset by a one-time effect
related to the ‘reversal of SIM tax provision in
Pakistan of [INOK600 million] following a High
Court decision in favour of Telenor Palastan'.

Meanwhile, net income stood at NOK1.549 bil-
lion in 3Q22, representing a significant drop from
the NOK2.642 billion reported in 3021, due to
the impact of currency losses mainly linked to the
strengthening of the US dollar against the Norwe-
gian krone.

Telenor Group closed out September 2022
with a total consolidated mobile subscription
base of 172.39 million, up from 172.06 million
a year earlier, but down from the 174.98 million
recorded in end-June 2022. The company noted
that the quarter-on-quarter reduction was mainly
driven by its Asian division, with its subsidiaries
in Bangladesh and Pakistan reporting customer
declines of 2.9 million and 800,000, respectively.
The former was reportedly impacted by a ban on
the sale of SIM cards, while the latter was affected

by flooding and network outages. =
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Corruption, forgery
shelve D'I'H project
causing loss of billions
to national kitty

The first-ever Pakistan DTH service project which, was due to operationalize in 2021, has
failed to materialize allegedly on account of corruption and forgery of the bidder, Shahzad
Sky International, along with its default on paying the due amount to Pemra. The DTH
project was worked out to completely change the complexion of the satellite television and
media world in Pakistan. After the inability of the bidder Shahbaz Sky, to launch the project
in time, it attempted to sell it to a private software company in Lahore, which after
conducting an audit, found a widespread corruption and misstatements about the project.
The DTH technology enables a broadcasting company to directly beam the signal to the TV
set through a receiver that is installed 1n the house
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akistan has suffered an immense loss in

terms of money and advanced media

technology due to the Direct-to-Home

(DTH), a satellite service project, which
has gone almost shelved due to the alleged corrup-
tion at the departmental level and gross violation
of the Pemra rule and mandate given under the
licenceto the private company, M/s ShahzadSky
Private Limited.

Sources in the
Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory
Authority  (Pemra),
who have been in
the know about the
developments for a
long, have narrated
the background of
the D'TH project and
maintained that the
Pemra after working
of several years and
deliberations took practical steps for launching
the DTH projectby holding official auctioning of
the license for it on October 3, 2016. They said
bidding, held in Islamabad, was well attended by
private companies which were interested in invest-
ing in Pakistan. Of all, three companies made suc-
cessful bids which were to procure REs 14.5 billion
for the government exchequer. However, due to
security clearance, the government of Pakistan re-
fused to grant licenses to two companies while an
Islamabad-based private company, Shahzad Sky
Private Limited, was issued the license for provid-
ing Direct-to-Home (DTH) services in Pakistan.
The bid-winner company was also given the facil-
ity to pay 30% in cash and the remaining amount
in instalments of 10 years. Pending the remaining
amount, the company in a surprise move chal-
lenged the 20% advance tax before the Islamabad
High Court and stalled its payment to the national
kitty.

Sources said Indian DTH in Pakistan operates
from the home project which is being used by more
than seven million Pakistanis who are not only re-
ceiving inspiration from the Indian side through
that means but are also paying billions of rupees
every month to the Indian operators for viewing
channels, directly, online and other means.

It may be noted that DTH project was backed
by a comprehensive homework at the government
level. Finally, when the licence was given to She-
hzad Sky it was believed that the same will be im-
plemented and put into operation without delay
to counter the Indian propaganda through media
besides providing healthy entertainment to the
countrymen as per our national objectives. But the
licensee company Shehzad Sky failed to start the
project and provide services despite the passage of
a year which consequently expired, on February
11, 2020, the licence given to it by Pemra. How-
ever, apparently through shady deals and illegal
means, the company is still holding the option to
start the service in violation of the license rules
and regulations. Pemra was supposed to at least
charge the private company for not starting the
DTH services and for fulfilling the license rules as
well as not making the due payments. But no ac-
tion has been taken against it and authorities have
also not confiscated its entire money as per the
Pemra section 35.

Sources in Pemra said that the Authority
claims to have served a number of notices on
the company to remind it of the delay and oth-
er allied matters relating to the violation of rules
and regulations, but the company did not provide
any satisfactory response to all that nor show any
headway about implementing the project. On the
other hand, Pemra Chairman said that they were
awakened to what was happening and the final de-
cision about the licensee company will be taken in
the upcoming board meeting of the Authority. The
Chairman acknowledged the importance of the
DTH project to safeguard the national interests
and counter the enemy’s negative thoughts which
it was trying to instil in the mind of our people. He

Prime Minsster of Pakistan
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said the Authority had repeatedly asked the com-
pany through notices for the operationalisation of
the project. He admitted the failure of the compa-
ny in starting the project in time as per the time
frame of the licence, breach of terms of the licence
and the violation of the rules and regulations of
the Pemra, which govern the mandate given to the
company.

After repeated attempts through calls and
SMSs on the cell mumber 0321-5212122, when the
Project Director and head of Shehzad Sky, Shah-
bazZaheer was reached out, he took the excuse of
Corona pandemic and said the Corona situation
brought difficulties to the company to get its LCs
opened besides impeding progress in other areas
relating to working of the project. Shahbaz said he
and his company have been in constant touch with
Pemra to keep it abreast with the progress and de-
velopment, so nothing was worrisome about it. He
also focused on the magnitude of the project to de-
scribe it as a mega one requiring a lot of finances
and time to make it see the sun.

Pemra sources =aid that the
Authority served a number of
notices to remind the licensee
company to operationalise the

project, but no satisfactory
response came forth nor
performance was shown by the
company

We made a number of attempts to contact
Pemrahigh-up to obtain their point of view and
stand but no substantial response was given by the
officials. The Pemra officials relevant to the matter
said they have been restrained from speaking on
the matter to the media. As such they are unable
to comment or say anything on this project or ex-
press an opinion on it, so the concerned compa-
ny may be contacted as we are unable to give any
opinion on it officially or unofficially, they said.

However, some said that the head of Shehzad
Sky International attends the meeting under the
supervision of the Rangers and police wherein he
threatens them saying “the law is what he wills.
The project will be completed and put into service
when the time comes.”

Pemra sources said, the company head says
that they are not subject to Pemra laws as such he
does not feel bound to respond to the letters of
the Authority. According to sources, the company
head comes to meetings and publicly says that the
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project belongs to the law enforcing military in Pa-
kistan, so it will start when they want.

Despite Pemra writing many letters, the com-
pany did not reply as to when the project would
be started and also what were the reasons for not
obeying the rules and regulations of the Authority
and their constant violations. Sources said that at
the time of granting the licence Pemra had asked
the company to complete and start the project pos-
: o itvely by the given
time in the licence
and strictly act ac-
cording to the rules
and regulations. But
no headway has been
made so far by the
| company to act ac-

3 cordingly and carry
out the commitment
" in respect of time or
showing any prog-
ress in the implemen-
tation of the project. Sources said, despite that
gross breach, no other company has been given
permission to complete the project so that the tar-
get objective could be achieved. Sources say it is
a prized project, vital for protecting the national
interest and given the situation, it is not possible to
complete or come into operation unless the inter-
est is shown and action taken at the top level. As
such the Army Chief of Pakistan, the Prime Min-
ister and the Chief Justice are being appealed to
intervene in the national interest to see what prog-
ress has been made so far to carry out the project
and who is responsible for the inordinate delay.

If this project is also dumped in cold storage,
as done to many other vital ones in the past, the
national loss of Pakistan will continue to come
through such practices. Sources said visualizing
the value, the DTH projects were started in our
neighbouring country, India, in 2001. But today
in the year 2022, we are still lagging behind oth-
ers in this modern technology and no legislation
has been made to plug the loopholes in making
such projects implemented in time strictly under
the law. Sources said that although this project ap-
pears to have become a headache for the Pakistan
Electronic Media Regulatory Authority, the same
i1s a golden egg laying hen for Chairman Pemra
who has been given a second extension in the ser-
vices allegedly by those who started this project.

Sources said that it was high time the FIA and
other law enforcement agencies seized the matter
and initiated legal action against those responsible
for fizzling out the project by way of disobeying
the law. Urgent and strict action must start. They
said had DTH services started under this project,
Pakistan would have been on a much stronger foot-
ing to deal with the media war which India has
been continuing through this service to date and is
promoting its Hinduism and Jewish agenda in Pa-
kistan via millions of illegal DTH boxes in every
part of Pakistan. Indian channels are being run at
home and every DTH box is being charged 2000
rupees a month which in total run into billions of
rupees which Pakistanis are paying to Indian op-
erators every month and the money siphoning to
India via Singapore and other countries. Sources
said unfortunately the work which should have
been done 20 years ago, is still in the doldrums.

So the software company refused to buy this
project of a highly sensitive nature due to corrup-
tion and other issues. In this intricate situation,
Shehzad Sky also defaulted on payment of the
monthly fee of the remaining due to Pemra which
indicated how it was fabricating the facts and vio-
lating the law.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Army
Chief General Syed AsimMunir, Chairman Joint
Staff Commuittee General SahirShamshad are re-
quested to immediately order investigation into
the whole issue so that the most important and
sensitive project could be started immediately and
the people of Pakistan also get modern and digital
services and stop end Indian agenda against DTH
and media war in Pakistan. »
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Google to operate in
Pakistan to step up
digitalization

[n a major development, tech giant Google will start operations
in Pakistan by next month. PML-N Senator AfnanUllah while
revealing this said, a delegation from Google will visit Pakistan
in mid-December to launch operations. The platform will also
provide 15,000 scholarships to Pakistanis after Google started

to operate in the country

MIL-N Senator AfnanUllah has said Goo-
gle will start operations in Pakistan and
offer 15,000 scholarships to talented IT
youth. The Senator further said the gov-
ernment will extend the scope of Google services
in Pakistan which will consequently, lead to in-
creased job opportunities for the Pakistani youth.
In a bid to Unlock Pakistan's Digital Potential,
Google has launched several initiatives in Palastan.
Recently, Google launched Career Certificates to
offer flexible learning paths for all Pakistanis to
enable learners to develop their knowledge and
acquire digital skills for in-demand jobs. In June
this year, Google also launched a suicide hotline
for Pakistan. In a bid to tackle the rising nmmber
of suicidal cases as well as mental health issues,
Google in collaboration with ‘Umang Pakistan’
launched the hotline which enabled users to get
quick help at the top of the search result page as
they browse anything related to suicide. Umang
Pakistan Founder thanked Google for the timely
partnership which reached the maximum number
of people in a dire need of mental health support
and broke the taboo around it nationwide.
Moreover, there are countless digital business
opportunities for Google in Pakistan. In April, a
Google delegation visited the office of the Special
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Technology Zones Authority — STZA in Islamabad
along with leaders of Tech Valley Pakistan.

The visiting delegates were briefed about Spe-
cial Technology Zones being developed by STZA
across Palkistan and the special fiscal and monetary
incentives, including 10-year tax and duty holidays,
and support being offered to domestic and foreign
tech companies in the Special Tech Zones.

Google launched the Android Earthquake
Alerts System in Pakistan. Android Earthquake
Alerts System 15 a free and useful Android tool that
detects and alerts users to earthquakes throughout
the world. It makes use of sensors found in An-
droid smartphones. The technology detects seismic
activity using accelerometers in active Android de-
vices. It notifies users in two ways: through Search
Engine and directly on the Android mobile device
itself. Google Search receives near-instant infor-
mation from the system. People who search for
“earthquake” or “earthquake near me” will get rel-
evant results as well as helpful resources on what
to do after an earthquake. Users who do not want
to get these alerts can disable them in their device
settings. Pakistan has already experienced multiple
earthquakes, particularly in the country's north
and west. With the introduction of this earthquake
warnings system, Android users in Palistan may
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receive automatic early warning messages, allow-
ing them to be better prepared for an emergency.

The Android Earthquake Notifications Sys-
tem shows two sorts of alerts on mobile devices,
depending on the magnitude and intensity of the
earthquake. The Android Earthquake Alerts Sys-
tem was debuted in New Zealand and Greece.
More nations are now offering it, including Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Philippines, Tajikistan,
Turkey, Turkmenistan, the United States of Amer-
ica, and Uzbekistan.

Google 1s now a global source of information
and knowledge for its billions of users. Google
will not only be the most popular Search Engine
in the world nowadays; it will also provide services
and products in computer software and hardware,
cloud computing, artificial intelligence, and the
advertising business. The company is dedicated to
increasing possibilities, diversifying its workforce,
and developing products that improve people’s
lives.

Google has always been unusual in its approach
and decisions, whether it's their bright logos or its
dancing doodles. As a result, Google has a distinct
and forward-thinking work culture.

Google promotes flexibility. Google has a
workforce of 139,995 people and over 70 offices
in 50 countries as of 2021. Google, on the other

Google has a workforce of
139,995 people and over 70
offices in 50 countries and 80%
of employees are satisfied with
their jobs. Google’s culture is a
glaring example of a productive
workplace

hand, has launched a tool that allows its employees
to evaluate the salary and benefits of worlang from
home. “We'll move to a hybrid work week where
most Googlers spend around three days in the of-
fice and two days wherever they work best,” Sund-
arPichai, Google's CEQ, wrote in an email to his
staff. Flexible schedules allow staff to experiment
with new ideas and work from a more comfortable
location. Because, at the end of the day, it is the
people who make the company great. And Goo-
gle is well aware of it. Every year, Google hires
hundreds of individuals. It's not easy to create
an environment where these people feel included
and valued. Google, on the other hand, has done
it successfully. The company has created an envi-
ronment where everyone feels like they are contrib-
uting to the collective good. According to Google,
80% of employees are satisfied with their jobs.
Google's culture is a shining example of a produc-
tive workplace. Their employees have the opportu-
nity to work with cutting-edge technology and are
deeply involved in using technology to solve the
world’s most pressing challenges. “Uncomfortably
exciting” is a concept that Google promotes, and
it 15 now followed by all of its employees. To pre-
serve efficiency and transparency, the corporation
also shares all available information with the staff.

Aside from offering benefits like free meals,
amusing games, nap pods, and on-site physicians,
Google also monitors personnel satisfaction and
happiness. Googlegeist, for example, is an anmual
survey that collects responses from all Google em-
ployees on topics such as company culture, salary,
supervisors, work-life balance, and career chances.

Google has introduced plenty of ground-break-
ing services since its creation, including YouTube,
Google Maps, Google Drive, Gmail, and the list
goes on.

For innovation, Google adopts the “Think 10x"
rule. According to this concept, Google aims to im-
prove a product ten times rather than ten per cent.
The company also employs a “soft opening” strat-
egy to gather consumer feedback on new produoct
launches and subsequently inmovate depending on
the comments. =
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ocial media has re-
acted to the EU's
controversial ruling
for corporations to

want to wear hijabs are be-
ing deprived of their rights.
The decision has been also
criticised by rights activists,
with some calling it a vio-
lation of “free choice, ex-
{(women's) bodily autono-
I[[jr."

nanmfltlsapphndtuaﬂ
workers in a general and
undifferentiated way — the
judges were quoted.
Moreover, the compa-
nies clanfied that under a
neutral rule, all hats, caps,
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lcU ruling on women
in Hijab widely

opposed

Muslim women who want to wear hijabs are being deprived
of their rights. The decision has been also criticised by
rights activists, with some calling it a violation of free choice,
expression, belief, and their (women’s) bodily autonomy
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and body, in public space

ened the police to fine 600
Muslim women within
three years. The ruling was
upheld by the European
Court of Human Rights.
Similarly, many Mus-
hm girls were robbed of
their nght to education
as France passed a law
m 2004, prohibiting the
wearing of headscarves i
state schools. In its fresh

scarves, and other head-
gear are banned within the
premises.

Other countries that fall within the EU have also
implemented a similar ban, including Germany and
Netherlands along with France, which was the first.

. On the other hand, the Swiss government wants

fines of up to $1,000 for people who break a ban on
face coverings in public places. According to the bill,
concealing the face in a public place is prohibited.
Eyes, nose and mouth must be visible. This is also a
ground rule for football fans as well.

A football fan may, for example, wear a cap or
hood, but not a balaclava. A Muslim woman may
wear a hijab — a scarf covering her hair — but not a
nigab, which shows only the eyes, or a burga which
covers the whole body. The Court of Justice of the
European Union (CJEU) refers to the case of a
woman who took a company to court for dismiss-
ing her application for an internship after she had
refused to take her headscarf off to comply with
company policy.

It is only the latest in a string of controversial rul-
ings and laws that European Mushms say discrimi-
nate against them. The firm says it has a neutrality
rule that means no head covering is allowed, wheth-
er it 15 beanies, caps or headscarves.

The woman took the case to a Belgian labour
court, which sought the opinion of the CTETL

“The internal rule of an undertaking prohibiting
the visible wearing of religious, philosophical or spir-
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itual signs does not constitute direct discrimination
if it 15 applied to all workers in a general and undif-
ferentiated way,” judges said.

But rights activists and legal experts have previ-
ously punched holes in the court's “neutrality™ argu-
ment. According to Human Rights Watch, the neu-
trality reasoning “has previously been used to justify
similar public sector bans and this extends that logic
to the private sector, opening the door to widespread
employment discrimmation.”

Fatima Payman, a senator in
Australia encouraged Muslim
women who live in Australia
and even around the world to
embrace hijab as their identity
and to wear it with pride

“The court’s reasoning that allowing religious
dress could harm a business’s ability to operate rests
on the flawed logic that a client’s objections to em-
ployees wearing a religions dress can legihmately
trump employees’ rights,” senior researcher at Hu-
man Rights Watch, Hillary Margolis, wrote in June
last year while responding to a similar ruling on cas-
es heard by courts in Germany.
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ruling, the CJEU specifies

that the obligation of neu-
trality may end up with those “adhering to a partic-
ular religion or belief being put at a particular disad-
vantage”. In such cases, the CJEU leaves the onus of
delivering justice to local courts. In 2020, the Austri-
an Constitutional Court dealt a major blow to those
who oppose headscarves. In its ruling, the court
overturned a ban that barred girls up to 10 years of
age from wearing headscarves at school. The court
observed the law was clearly aimed at margnalising
Muslims.

Fatima Payman created history by becoming
the first Hijabi woman to be elected as a senator in
Anstralia. The 27-year-old gave her first-ever speech,
and won several hearts around the globe and on the
internet!

In her speech, Payman encouraged young Mus-
Iim women who live in Australia and even around
the world to embrace Hijab as their identity, and
to wear it with pride. Just a few minutes into her
speech, the Senator broke down in tears. During her
speech, she took a moment to thank her late father
who arrived i Australia as a refogee.

“Whose sacrifices will never be forgotten and
who I dearly wish was here to see how far his lit-
tle daughter has come,’ she said as her voice started
Smith, her neighbour on the [ .abor backbench, put a
comforting hand on her shoulder and said, “You got
this,’ to Fatima Payman. =
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Soraya Sikander wins
worldwide accolade in
calligraphy, paintings

Her paintings have been auctioned at Bonhams London for GBP
1785 and she has raised over $18,000 for the Citizens Foundation
Gala held in Washington. SorayaSikander has exhibited at
galleries internationally, and her exhibitions have sold out on

opening. Her recent art collection was displayed at the National
Art Gallery of Moldova and the National Museum, Beijing

oraya Sikander is one of top painters m the

the landscapes of Lahore, Karachi and she

has invented a new genre of painting called
‘Calligraphy Landscape’. Calligraphy landscape
combines elements of Islamic calligraphy, particular-
Iy the letter ‘Alif” to create slim, silhouette trees, akin
to mangroves, set against the dramatic, tonal back-
drop of Pakistani landscapes. These pamntings refer-
ence actual locations, describing the idea of being at
a place - as seen through the mind's eye. For her art,
paintings have been auctioned at Bonhams London
for GBP 1785 and she has raised over $18,000 for
the Citizens Foundation Gala held in Washington.
SorayaSikander has exhibited at galleries internation-
ally, and her exhibiions have sold out on opemng.
Her recent art collection was displayed at the Nation-
al Art Gallery of Moldova and the National Muse-
In her new work, the artist comments: “Art wash-
es away from the soul the dust of everyday life,” said
Pablo Picasso. And that is a great purpose, which
can only be pursued through the arts. Practicing any
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art form, be it painting, drawing, sculpting, singing
or dancing, has a way of connecting us to a higher
power, realizing a larger purpose, seeing the bigger
picture, and reaching for the unknown, and it is also
a deeply humanizing experience.

Elegance, simplicity, and restraint can all be found
in painting. Drawing is a feat of memory and imag-
mation, of keeping the eye alive to retain curiosity.

“The Butterflies’ is symbolic of
our transient, delicate world, its
ins and outs. The fleeting

nature of it all!” -
Soraya Sikander, 2022

For me, personally, painting serves as a portal. A gate-
way between our world and another. Painting is by its
nature a solitary achivity. Far away from the razzle,
dazzle, and frantic hustle of now. Fine art is not part
of the fleeting frenzy and transcends time, language,
culture, borders, and other man-made barriers. Great
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art is not about now; classical fine art masterpieces
that have endured for all times can take you to a place
where you feel eons rolling by. A gateway between
our world and the unknown. Art has the ability to
transcend boundaries. I believe that through painting,
one can discover the secret portal that opens onto the
thresholds of eternity. To realize the power of art is
to experience it. Art that is deeply rooted and com-
ing from a personal inner place has power over the
viewer, it affirms the moral imagnation. Art is the
most authentic expression of human activity, and
subjectivity, set against the sterile rony and the sense
of trivial pursuit that infests our modern culture. In
recorded human history and the collective history
of the world, images of nature made us ‘feel’ deeply.
This has now been replaced by a largely man-made,
mechanical world and we are swarmed by dozens of

images each second, these are mass-produced and
reproduced, distibuted and circulated through elec-
art that is handmade, the human eye scans it to un-
derstand its meaning, stories, narration, and context.
We become curious about the use of the medium,
sensitive to the strokes and seeing the handwork of
the artist. As we study a painting, its story begins to
unravel in front of us, we discover its meaning, it ac-
tivates the imagination, engages the viewer and edu-
cates us. Art makes us complete human beings, with

as long as human civilization continues to search for
the meaning of existence, an inner place will guide
us and transpire before us mn the form of art, serving
as a guidepost, a reminder that there are much bigger
things we haven't discovered, and questions we hav-
en't answered, and stories we have not yet told, and
dreams we haven't yet dreamt. Art tells the stories of
the ins and outs and what makes us human beings.”

Soraya Sikander is a leading contemporary South
forms, with sold-out exhibitions at leading galleries,
museums & biennales. www.sorayasikander.com
&lInstagram: sorayasikander
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Centre to hear complaints
on delayed delivery of cars,
overcharging

In their best interest, customers are also advised to thoroughly scrutinize the provisional

Booking Order Form before booking their vehicles and report any violation against the
approved Automotive Industry Development and Export Policy (AIDEP 2021-26), available
on the website; www.engineering pakistan.com. At the time of registering a complaint, the
customer may provide their complete contact details and address, as well as details of PBO
and CNIC in case, has already been booked

n a bid to facilitate the consumers and highlight

the mjustice of automakers, the government has

set up a complaint centre against auto manufac-

turers. The Ministry of Industries and Produc-
tion has established a complaint management system
with the intent to manage consumer complaints relat-
ed to any aspect of consumer interaction with local
automakers/assemblers.

Buyers can file a complaint against delayed de-
hvery of vehicles, bookings-related problems, more
than 20% advanced payment demand by car assem-
bler or its dealer/agents, increase i prices of cars af-
ter final contract and payment and 1ssues relating to
reimbursement of KIBOR.+3% penalty payment.

The notification read: “In their best interest, cus-
tomers are also advised to thoroughly scrutinize the
provisional Booking Order Form before booking
their vehicles and report any violation against the
approved Automotive Industry Development and
Export Policy (AIDEP 2021-26), available on the

of registering a complaint, the customer may kindly
provide their complete contact details and address, as
well as details of PBO and CINIC in case, has already
been booked.” In the past few years, we found a num-
ber of customers complaining about late car deliver-
ies and build quality (misaligned and off-balance fit-
ting) of their newly purchased cars. Earlier, we wrote
about such issues as the painted door of Alto and a
new Swift with a faulty transmission. And from now,
the newly-established complaint centre will be the
voice of the consumers.

Earlier, the auto industry regulator Engineering
Development Board (EDB) sent a notice to auto as-
semblers, asking them to share their cost structure,
and justify the price increase in a meeting scheduled
to take place on 10th May 2022. In a notice sent to
the auto assemblers, AsimAyaz, EDB's General
Manager Policy wrote: “The government is extreme-
Iy concerned and has taken a very serious view about
the frequent price increases by local automobile as-
semblers. This situation 15 clearly unacceptable, and
the government may consider imtating regulatory
measures, which may include the fixation of prices
under the Price Control Prevention of Profiteering
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and Hoarding Act, 1977. You are therefore directed
to share your cost structure and provide justification
for recent price increases by 7th May 2022. You are
also further directed to ensure your presence in the
subject meeting on the 10th. The letter has been sent
to major automalkers including Indus Motor Compa-
ny (IMC), Honda Atlas, Pak Suzuki Motor Compa-
ny, Lucky Motor Corporation, Al Haj Automotive,
United Motors, Regal Automobile Industries, Master
Changan Motors, Hyundai Nishat Motor and Sazgar

This isn't the first time that auto assemblers have
been asked to justify the frequent price increase. Last
year, the Ministry of Industries and Production also

Buyers can file a complaint
against delayed delivery of
vehicles, bookings-related
problems, more than 20%
advanced payment demand
by car assembler or its dealer/
agents, increase in prices of
cars after final contract and
payment and issues relating to
reimbursement of KIBOR+3%
penalty payment.

sent a similar notice to assemblers asking to provide
Justification for raising car prices and to provide their
ceedings would need to be carried out unilateralty.
The letter added that the government might have no
recourse but to mitiate regulatory measures, which
mnclude fixation of prices under the Price Control and
Prevention of Profiteering and Hoarding Act, 1977.
The government has imposed up to 500% more taxes
on imported cars to protect the local car assemblers
assemblers have passed on the agony by overcharg-
ing consumers and delaying deliveries for up to one
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year. The revelations were made during a meeting of
the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) — the Parlia-
mentary watchdog — compelling the committee to
the said companies in fleecing consumers. The PAC
recommended that the government withdraw the sta-
tus of “mamifacturers” mstead of calling (and treat-
ing) them as “assemblers” — a direction if converted
into law, will help lower protection levels enjoyed
by the assemblers. Local assemblers enjoy 241% to
500% protection, revealed MujtabaMemon, the Spe-
cial Secretary of Commerce. “Before the recent im-
position of additional duties, the protection level was
in the range of 100% to 390%," he said. The PAC
instructed the companies to deliver vehicles within a
month in cases where full payment had been recerved.
It also recommended reducing the overall delivery pe-
rind to one month and if the vehicle 15 not provided,
the company would pay late delivery charges.

Mr Bosal of the Committee said: “The company
cannot take more than 20% advance and the deliv-
ery has to be made within two months. On a delay
beyond two months, the company has to pay a fine
equal to Karachi Interbank Offered Rate (Kibor) plus
3%. The companies have paid Rs1.9 billion in fines
on this account between the period of Nov 2021 to
Apnl 2022." If the companies do not improve the
delivery period, the PAC recommended the govern-
ment lower taxes on 800cc to 1,300cc imported cars
to encourage competition. It further instructed that
the government increase the age limit of imported
cars from three to five years and directed the FBR to
audit the accounts of the car assemblers.

“Imports allowed should equal to less than the
production capacity of local car assemblers,” suggest-
ed Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf Senator Mohsin Aziz.
To which the secretary of industries said: “Against
the total production capacity of 506,000 units a year,
these companies cummlatively assembled 330,000
units in the previous fiscal year.”

“The Industries Ministry is working on a propos-
al to stop the companies from boolaing vehicles with
delivery periods of over two to three months, and the
vehicles should be bought from wholesale dealers in-
stead of car assemblers,” said Bosal. m
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footballs for FIFA Cup
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Pakistan manufactured and supplied soccer balls for the
mega event, FIFA World Cup, which is taking place in the
(Qatari Capital, Doha in the winter to avoid the highly warm
summer in this country.The credit of providing soccer balls
for this biggest event in the world highlights Pakistan’s soft
and positive image and that Pakistan has the capacity to make
high-tech products of global standards

long with their love for sports, Paki-
stanis have a special reason to take pride
in contributing to the most inspiring
event on the earth, FIFA World Cup,de-
spite the fact their team is not participating there-
in. FIFA had suspended the membership of the
Pakistan Football Federation with the body for six
months which however was restored after a peniod
of over a year m July last. Despite that value and
the role of Pakistan in the mega event did not di-
minish and thousands of eyes continued to set on

- what Pakistan provided to the event.

Palastan manufactured and supplied soccer
balls for the mega event, FIFA World Cup, which
is taking place in the Qatan Capital, Doha in the
winter to avoid the highly warm summer in this
country. The credit of providing soccer balls for this
biggest event in the world highlights Palastan's soft
and positive image and that Pakistan has the capac-
ity to make high-tech products of global standards.

The deployment of Pakistan Army troops to
ensure security at the tournament is another mark
of strong confidence in Palkistani abilities. The gov-
ernment sent a security contingent to Qatar after
the Federal Cabinet endorsed an agreement with
the Arab state in August. [tmeans Qatar feels that
Palastani armed forces perform duty vigilantly and
maintain security arrangements too.

Named “Al-Rihla,” an Arabic word for “The
Journey,” the official match ball for the 2022 World
Cup was unveiled in March by Adidas in Doha. Its
official price is $165 apiece.

Nestled on the outskirts of the northeastern
city of Sialkot, Forward Sports, which also makes
footballs for the German Bundesliga, the French
league, and the Champions League, has manufac-
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tured Al-Rihla for the mega event.

The company was also the official football pro-
vider for the 2014 and 2018 World Cups held in

The city, which borders India, has been famous
for producing the finest quality sports goods and
supplying footballs for mega-events for a long time.

Production of high-quality footballs is not Si-
alkot’s only forte. It also exports sports goods rang-
ing from cricket bats to hockey sticks and from
shining {cricket and hockey) balls to other accesso-
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Adidas has been manufacturing the balls for
the mega event consecutively for the past 14 years.
Pakistan has been the official maker of match-ball
since the 1982 FIFA World Cup. Lionel Messi and
Son Heung-min have both been involved by Adidas
in the promotion of Al-Rihla. The Argentina and
ball in promotional material used in the online Adi-
das shops. The FIFA World Cup started in Doha,
Qatar on the 21st of November. Pakistan is not par-
ticipating in the tournament despite having a team
and a huge fan following for this sports across the
country.

During the period from July-Oct 2021, footballs
worth US$ 50,148 were exported as compared to
exports worth US§ 42,780 during the same period
of last year. According to the data released by the
Palastan Bureau of Statistics, the exports of Sports
Goods increased by 20.73 per cent, worth US§
105,120 exported as compared to the exports of
US$ 87,070 in the same period last year.

‘With the group draw for the 2022 FIFA World
Cup in Qatar, Adidas has finally given fans and
players a glimpse of the ball with the hope to cap-
ture the glory. Adidas released the “Al-Rihla” —
Arabic for “the journey” — ball on March 30. It is
“mnspired by the culture, architecture, iconic boats
and flag of Qatar,” according to FIFA.com.

“This is a shunning, sustainable and high-quality
Official Match Ball from Adidas that will be enjoyed
by stars performing at the top of their game on the
world's biggest stage in Qatar, as well as grassroots
players everywhere,” said FIFA marketing director
Jean-Francois Pathy. “Al Rihla's worldwide jour-
ney will represent the incredible reach of the FIFA
World Cup and give fans a unique opportunity to
engage with the event as excitement builds ahead
of the big kick-off.”

The boats FIFA refers to are dhow boats, which
15 a generic name for a number of traditional sailing
vessels. Historically, dhow boats feature long, thin
hulls which were used as trading vessels for carry-
ing frmt, freshwater or other goods along the coasts
of Arab countries, Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and
East Africa. Dhow boats are known for their trian-
gular lateen sails and for their stitched construction.
The boats are made by sewing hull boards together
with fibre or cords.

“The game is getting faster and, as it speeds
up, accuracy and flight stability become critical-
ly important,” said Adidas design director Fran-
ziskal Gffelmann. “The new design allows the ball
to maintain a significantly higher speed as it jour-
neys through the air. For the biggest global stage
in all of sport, we set out to make the impossible
possible with radical innovation.” The Al Rihla ball
was also designed with sustainability in mind. All
the inks and glues used on the ball are water-based.

Adidas also released an orange version of the
Al Rihla ball, labelled as a “winter ball.” Leagues
in Europe often use high-visibility yellow or orange

The deployment of Pakistan Army troops to ensure security at the
tournament is another mark of strong confidence in Pakistan’s
abilities. The government sent a security contingent to (Jatar after
the Federal Cabinet endorsed an agreement with the Arab state in
August. Itmeans (Qatar feels that Pakistani armed forces perform
duty vigilantly and maintain security arrangements too

ries like kits, shoes, and gloves. The country earns
$1 billion annually from sports goods exports, in-
cluding $350 million to $500 million from footballs
alone.

The soccer ball used in the tournament 1s tech-
nically called “Thermo bonded,” which was first
introduced in the 2014 World Cup.

Before that, Pakistan had supplied hand-stitched
soccer balls for most of the World Cups from the
1990s to 2010. Thermo-bonded balls are made by
attaching the panels through heat — the latest tech-
nology adopted by Adidas and transferred to For-
ward Sports in 2013. There are no stitches.
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balls during snowy winter months. Given Qatar’s
desert climate, though, it's unlikely this will see any
game action during the World Cup.

Before the World Cup kicked off, Adidas took
Al Rihla on a journey of its own. It visited 10 cities
around the world — including Dubai, Tokyo, Mex-
ico City and New York — where Adidas launched
initiatives designed to improve access to and equity
in sports.

Adidas has also pledged to donate 1% of total
global sales of its soccer balls to Common Goal —
a charity dedicated to driving sustainability and eg-
uity through soccer — until 2023. m
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Winter becomes
bumper for online

busmess

The traditional ‘winter delicacies’ online delivery through
mobile phones and the internet have become quite popular all
over the country as leaving the house to buy food in the market
is becoming harder for youngsters in the chilly season

akistan is a fast-growing tech-savvy coun-

try and its major force is the youth. The

scope of digital marketing in Pakistan is

growing fast due to increasing internet
and mobile users. This also indicates a tremendous
potential for online businesses to grow and reach
the target audiences and achieve goals through mo-
bile marketing. The freezing cold has fashioned the
trend of giving online orders for ‘“winter delicacy’
and many young entrepreneurs have got into this
business to deliver “winter delights’ at the doorsteps
of their online customers.

“Due to the facility of smartphones and other
internet platforms, people prefer to order online”,
said a citizen while giving orders of dry fruits dis-
played on the internet.

The young generation mostly prefers home de-
livery and it helps them to enjoy the winter delicacy
with their family,” said another customer showing
hus taste for Halwadisplayed on the Facebook page.

A young entrepreneur selling an online variety
of ‘Halwas’ claimed that the customers are pleased
and satisfied with his online delivery services during
this snowy weather in hilly areas.

“With a lot of changes being brought in by
smart technology in the past decade, the growth
in a mumber of people ordering food online mn the
country has seen an increase with more and more
people opting to order food online, especially visi-
tors in areas where the weather is snowy and freez-
ing”, said another tourist while enjoying food got
through online order.

An online seller of ‘Sohanhalwa’ also said that
customers are enjoying the best of winter tradition-
al halwa which was made with pure desi ghee (pu-
rified butter).
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Another online seller added that the premium
packaging of halwaspells out our rich and beautiful
tradition and makes thoughtful gifts for loved ones
in the winter.

“Most of our friends and family members live
abroad and during the winter they want season’s
specialities at their doorsteps so through these plat-
forms they can easily contact these retailers and can
order it online”, said a youngster.

“My family loves online food service in winter
as food on click provides the best opportunity to
get food delivered at the doorsteps,” said a working
mother.

The freezing cold has fashioned
the trend of giving online orders
for ‘winter delicacies’ and many
young entrepreneurs have got
this business to deliver ‘winter
delights’ at the doorsteps of
their online customers

With the growth of the internet, people of all
ages are buying everything online and for dry fruits,
this popular trend also holds good,” said another
cifizen.

Digital Footprint:

Connecting the dots with the potential consum-
er on a local and global level through engagement,
brand awareness, selling and promoting through
e-commerce and earning higher ROI by following
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the latest trends is on the rise. The growth of digi-
tal marketing has positively impacted the Pakistani
economy linking it with e-commerce platforms like
Daraz, OLX, Food Panda, Krave Mart, Bazaar,
Retalio, Dastgyr and others through online trans-
actions as well as its cost-effective and time-saving
features. Digital marketing is quickly becoming the
go-the-choice for businesses regardless of size and
even well-supportive for small entrepreneurs.

Digiprenenrs:

There 15 a lot of scope for the growth of digital
marketers. To get success in the field it is import-
ant to be creative, and innovative, follow the latest
trends with social ethics and hit the consumers’
touch points considering the dynamics of business/
industry. The right skills, attitude and adoption of
emerging technologies are set to take Pakistan to
the next level of success in the global world.

‘Why Companies go digital:

Online features, use of smartphones, research-
ing prodocts online before buying, considering
testimonials, referrals and word of mouth, digital
marketing strategies are crucial to businesses. In
the Pakistani market, a larger population has ac-
cess to the internet with social media users, so busi-
ness-like to mvest in digital marketing and e-com-
merce to target their andience online via mobile
devices, which leads to on-spot and significant re-
turn on mvestment (ROT) through the digitalization
of marketing strategies, brand building, go-to-mar-
Eascuftargcﬁngﬂlmughcunsummpmﬁhng,luw
investment with high ROI due to budget flexibili-
ty, mobile advertising and increasing mobile screen
time help companies to grow.

The trend of Digital Marketing in Pakistan:

According to a recent report that predicts Pala-
stan’s digital marketing industry will be worth more
than $ one billion in 2025. While the country's rap-
id growth of internet and social media usage tar-
leverage businesses in growth, expansion and reve-
mues with profitability.

Digital Business Strategy:

Digital marketing has become wvital for con-
temporary business marketing strategy in today's
world. Posting content and advertisements on pop-
ular social media platforms are effective ways to
reach the target market. But savvy businesses also
employ email marketing, content marketing, SEO
and SEM for lead generation, reaching the target
audience, creating brand awareness/promotion and
better results with higher ROL

Digital landscape:

Evolving trends, new technologies, and chang-
ing behaviour are affecting the digital space of
companies. Some rising trends of digital marketing
changing the landscape of Pakistan include:

* Video Content: Popularity of YouTube &Tik-
Tok for Educational & Entertainment purposes.

* Social Media: Platforms like Facebook, Ins-
tagram, Snapchat, TikTok and Twitter have revo-
Iotionized businesses in Pakistan to promote them-
selves and reach target andiences.

* Mobile Advertising: Optimization of websites
for mobile users with smaller screen sizes so that
they can consume the content on the go.

* New Technologies for Marketing: The future
of marketing in Pakistan and around the world will
be on Artificial Intelligence (AI), Virtual Reality
(VR), and Augmented Reality (AR) technologies
that are expected to create a big impact on the digi-
tal marketing arena.

Careers roles in Digital Marketing:

High-paying opportunities have included social
media managers, PPC experts, digital marketing
consultants, digital analytics, SEO/SEM managers
and all platforms ad managers. Emerging opportu-
nities in Pakistan have the potential to succeed for

Fuiure of marketing:

The way to sustainable digital marketing is to
ethically promote an eco-conscious business online.
Digital marketing strategy means thinking about
how to grow community and revenue online with
ethics and morals so that wonders would emerge. m
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Nokia selects Saudi
Arabia as maintenance
hub in region

1
1

The new centre will provide repair and support services for

Nokia’s oG and legacy telecoms network equipment as well
as train local engineers. The move supports Nokia’s efforts
to extend the lifespan of its network equipment through the
adoption of circular practices that enable greater material
efficiency and reduced waste, enabling more sustainable

networks

okia announced the opening of a new

regional maintenance hub in Riyadh in

the Kingdom of Savudi Arabia (KSA)

that will support its customers across
the Middle East and Africa (MEA) region.

The new centre will provide repair and support
services for Nokia’s 5G and legacy telecoms net-
work equipment as well as train local engineers. The
move supports Nokia's efforts to extend the lifespan
of its network equipment through the adoption of
circular practices that enable greater matenal effi-
clency and reduced waste, enabling more sustain-
able networks.

The initiative i1s part of Nokia's plan to expand
its operations in the Kingdom and support digital
transformation and the localization of equipment
services. Nokia's investment is dedicated to knowl-
edge sharing, parficularly in undertaking complex
and critical repair, and reuse services while ensur-
ing sustainable localisation.

The new centre is expected to save at least four
weeks of end-to-end logistics time as well as reduce
the enmvironmental impact of logistics by having a
local centre instead of a global model. Nokia will
work in partnership with a local firm, Saak In-
ternational on the initiative. The centre is one of
Nokia's first initiatives following the sigming of a
Memorandum of Understanding (Mol) between
the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology (MCIT) of Saudi Arabia and Nokia in
2019. The agreement supports the country’s ‘Saudi
Vision 2030" strategy.

Nokia has set ambitious targets to cut emms-
sions across its value chain by 50 per cent between
2019 and 2030 as part of its renewed science-based
targets. Approximately 50 per cent of global emis-
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sions come from the global production of materials
and less than 10 per cent of materials are treated
as circular Nokia adopted circular practices over
25 years ago and has made significant progress in
adopting circular practices by reusing, recycling,
and repairing legacy products and components to
extend their life cycle and optimise waste manage-
ment. In 2020, Nolaa processed 5,870 metric tons
of obsolete products and parts.

Eng. Bassam Al Bassam, Deputy Minister for
Telecom and Digital Infrastructure at MCIT said:
‘"We are pleased that Nokia has chosen Saudi Ara-
bia as a regional hub for its mamntenance operations
to serve enterprises and service providers not only
in our Kingdom but also across the MEA region.
This is yet another milestone in the collaboration
with MCIT and it further deepens the strong rela-
tionship between Nokia and the Kingdom.”

Ibrahim Al-Abbas, Senior Country Officer for
Saudi Arabia at Nokia said: “Saudi Arabia has
great significance to Nokia and is our largest mar-
ket in the region. From this perspective, setting up
a regional maintenance hub is an important inifia-
tive, and will enable us to offer our customers across
the Middle East and Africa region world-class sup-
port services as well as improve the capabilities of
local engineers. Extending the lifetime of products
through the adoption of circular practices takesusa
step closer to achieving our own climate goals while
reducing waste and realising the full value of our
products.” Saudi Arabia is a global leader in 5G
penctration and speeds. Its wireless ecosystem is
Wi-Fi standards and spectrum regulations. Saudi
Arabia’s Communications and Information Tech-
nology Commission (CITC) announced that KSA
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would be the first country in the EMEA region to
make the full 6 GHz frequency band available for
Wi-Fi use.

In another development, Nokia announced
KPN has demonstrated 20 Gb/second broadband
speeds in a field trial with the Caresse Animal Hos-
pital in Rotterdam.

High-speed connectivity is increasingly import-
ant in veterinary medicine where high-resolution
images need to be accessed in the cloud. Symmetr-
cal speeds of 20Gb/s would be capable of upload-
ing (or downloading) almost 100 scans of 30 MB
each in one second.

KPN deployed Nokia's state-ofthe-art 25G
PON technology in the field trial using its existing
fibre network. Using Nokia's Quillon chip, 25G
PON can work alongside GPON and XGS-PON
on the same fibre, and powered by the same access
node.

BabakFouladi, chief technology and digital of-
ficer and member of KPN's Board of Management

at KPN said, “we are doing everything we can
to give everyone access to superfast internet by
building a national fibre optic network. The demon-
stration in the Caresse Animal Hospital shows that
very high speeds are vital for the digital fisture of
the Netherlands. I am proud that we can confribute
to this with our super-fast network.”

The new centre is expected to
save at least four weeks of
end-to-end logistics time as well
as reduce the environmental
impact of logistics by having a
local centre instead of a global
model. Nokia will work in
partnership with a local firm,
Saak International on the
initiative

Sandy Motley, President of Nokia Fixed Net-
works said: “We are delighted to have worked with
fibre broadband networks to support enterprise as
well as residential customers which is accelerat-
our Quillion chipset, a key requirement was to be
able to support multiple PON technologies on the
same fibre, giving operators the flexibility to offer
different service levels depending on the customers’
needs.”
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It is noted that the there is much evidence that
Saudi Arabia has wholeheartedly embraced tech-
nology and everything remotely related to it. This
gear shift has given rise to the esports industry in
the Kingdom, which has shown tremendous poten-
tial in recent years.

A senior official has predicted that the Saudi
Arabian esports market will grow by more than 250
per cent in the next eight years. At a world forum
in Riyadh, Mohammed Saud Al-Tamimi, governor
of Saudi Arabia’s Communications and Informa-
tion Technology Commission, revealed that a large
chunk of the Saudi population is big on gaming. =
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The female literacy rate in Pakistan is 48% compared to 70% of men, and approximately 22.5
million children do not attend school, the majority are girls, by grade nine (age 14-15) and only 13%
of girls are still enrolled in school. Financially, at least 82% of women in Pakistan are unbanked

rowing up in Pakistan, ShakeelaBibi —
like millions of young girls around the
world — was passionate to adopt cos-
metic beauty as a profession. Shakeela
though wanted to share her passion with others and
dreamt of one day running a salon. She embarked
on a long journey of education, empowerment and
entrepreneurialism to make her dream come frue.

Before she could open the doors to her salon
though, she would have to overcome some tough
barriers to cross over. As of July 2022, only one
percent of Palastani women participate in entre-
preneurial activities compared to 21% of men. The
female literacy rate in Pakistan is 48% compared to
70% of men, and approximately 22.5 million chil-
dren do not attend school, the majority are girls, by
grade nine (age 14-15) only 13% of girls are still en-
rolled in school. Financially, at least 82% of women
in Pakistan are unbanked.

The good news is things are changing. There is
growing recognition that the gender gap is withhold-
ing girls and women and the country’s chances for
economic development. The State Bank of Palkistan
' (SBP) has developed a Gender Mainstreaming Pol-
icy that aims to promote women and financial in-
clusion in the country. This policy was not in place
when Shakeela embarked on her mission, but that
did not hold her back from making her way forward.

Gain Confidence with the Help Family:

Before starting the business, Shakeela needed
to learn her trade. “T'm based in Muzaffarabad, the
largest city of Azad Kashmir in northern Pakistan,
but 1 took formal training at various salons with
some other master trainers in Lahore.”

These classes ran over different time periods
from 10 to 40 days, in between and after traiming
Shakeela was able to practice her skill on relatives,
“once they started appreciating my work, I got the
confidence to start the business,” she said.

Mobilink Microfinance Bank's Financial Assis-
tance: Shakeela has always been driven and in her
own words “self-made”. But like almost every other
entrepreneur before her, she was going to need help,
financially at least, before she could start up her own
business. Her friends and relatives could not afford
to help her. So help would need to come from a
bank. She reached out to a number of financial ser-
vices organisations. “I visited a few different banks
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for a loan but some of the terms and conditions
were not just difficult but impossible to meet. For
instance, one bank required six months' worth of
payslips,” she added. Things were challenging unfil
Shakeela approached Pakistan's largest digital bank
Mobilink Microfinance Bank Limited (MMBL).

She explained the process in detail and it was
comfortable talling with the lady officer of the
bank. On the practical side, making repayments is
made easy, because MMBL offers multiple chan-
nels, including mobile banking, so I don't have fo
wisit a branch. I can do everything online.”

The initial loan was for PEKR 100,000 (roughly
$500). The money was used to furnish Shakeela's
first salon with chairs and spa beds, absolutely es-
sential equipment to run any beauty business, and

What made things easy from
the outset was the welcoming
attitude and the friendly staff at
Mobilink. I think it also helped
me personally that the branch
manager | spoke to was a
woman

tomers. In 2010 she was ready and opened what
would become a thriving studio m Muzaffarabad.
But she had ambitions to do more. “From a young
age, I wanted to get into business. It is not just about
creating an income though, it is about empowering
other young girls who had similar dreams to my
own. In much the same way that a female manager
at MMBL. helped me realise my dreams.”

In 2015 Shakeela turned from student to teacher.
Every year from that point until now she has tramned
up to five young women every six months in the sa-
lon, and in 2018 he also started teaching at a training
academy which has an intake of about 25 women
every six months. In total, Shakeela estimates that
she has trained nearly 300 young women. “Most of
the girls trained are either working at their homes
or have started their own salon business,” she says.
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Moreover, approximately 10 girls have followed
in Shakeela's footsteps and successfully applied for
starter loans from MMBL. using her as a reference.
“T try to make my trainees capable of earning their
own money so that they can support their families
within months.” Female entrepreneurs are catalysts
for a prosperous tomorrow:

The financial empowerment of women is cen-
tral to realizing their rights and conforming to gen-
der equality. Nations, generally, and companies, in
particular, cannot prosper and succeed unless the
potential of the entire talent base is utilized- which
includes both males and females. In line with the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(UNSDGs), and under MMBL's flagship program,
‘Women Inspirational Network (WIN), the Bank
constantly strives to create ample opportunities for
female entrepreneurs and startups, so that their fi-
nancial stability can be boosted up.

The fiture is bright for Shakeela who has a
thriving business and all the young women she has
trained who can gain financial independence thanks
to her vision. As far as her own business goes, she
plans to expand her studio in Muzaffarabad with
the addition of specialist equipment for procedures
such as hydrafacials and create an online booking
experience for her customers. It will set her salon
apart from the others m the area giving her first
mover advantage, and once again she'll turn to
MMBL for financial assistance. For the women
of Palastan, financial empowerment is a necessity,
as most of them remain unserved or underserved
through mainstream financial services. Shakeela is
the embodiment of a strong, independent woman,
determined to live on her own terms. Women like
her are catalysts for a prosperous tomorrow because
they not only strive for their own financial freedom
but empower and inspire others around them as
well.

“Financial independence means I can make my
own decisions. Not just for me but also for my fam-
ily. Our two sons can attend better schools, and our
lifestyle is more comfortable which was a challenge
during the times of financial crisis,” says Shakee-
la, “If it hadn't been for MMBL my business would
have been finished before it started. MMBL has
played an integral role in my life and in the lives of
the girls whose dreams I've helped come true. m
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Mega duty evasion
scam unearthed in
import of electric buses
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The importer paid an upfront amount of duties and taxes to
the tune of Rs4l.2 million. The importer/clearing agent also
uploaded the Commercial Invoice issued by the consignor to
the consignee and the Packing List at the time of submission
of the aforesaid goods declaration.

huge amount in terms of taxes and allied

duties has been evaded in the import of

52 electric buses by a company for the

to the Sindh Government. Re-

ports suggest a tempering about the importer com-
pany and the manufacturer atop under invoicing the
value of the goods for the purpose of evading taxes/
customs duties to the tune of the millions of rupee.

Collector Appraisement East AamirTheim has
assigned Additional Collector R&D Imran Sajjad-
Bukhan to approach China Customs authorities to
obtain the details relating to the value and supply of
electric buses imported by M/s CAUSIS Mass Tran-
sit (Pak) Private Limited.

An official said it was a high-profile scam for
which the importers earlier imported just two buses
at $31,000 each and got their clearance. This exercise
was aimed at creating a reference in the Customs’
90-day data. After that, importers brought to the
country 50 electric buses declaring the value of each
at $30,000, which were cleared at $31,000 each. Cus-
toms will confirm whether or not the supplier of all
52 buses 15 the same.

Additional Collector Omer Shafiq detected this
case and took a stand. Assistant Collector Saifullah
Khan and Preventive Officer Malik Hashim are pur-
suing the case.

A confravention report is served on the importer
M/s. CAUSIS Mass Transit (Pak) Private Limited
and the agent M/s Haris Enterprises for knowingly
and willfully attempting to evade legiimate duty and
taxes by declanng untrue value in the goods declara-
tion on the basis of fabricated and grossly under the
imvoiced value of the goods.

M/s CAUSIS Mass Transit (Pak) Private Limit-
ed imported 50 units of low-floor electric buses fully
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built drive away condition with rechargeable lithi-
um-ion batteries from M/s Causis General Trading
LLC, Dubai and sought clearance through autho-
rized customs clearing agent M/S Haris Enterprises
under PCT heading 8702.4090 by claiming exemp-
tions of Customs duty and Sales Tax at a declared
value of $45000/unit C&F Karachi.

The importer paid an upfront amount of duties
and taxes to the tune of Rs.41.2 million. The import-
er/clearing agent also uploaded the Commercial In-
voice issued by the consignor to the consignee and
Packing List at the time of submission of the afore-
said goods declaration.

On the directives of Collector Appraisement East
Mr. Amin Thaim, Ad-

Business Mews Magazine

import of buses in a large mumber were anticipated
in the next few months and their there was likelihood
of creating evidence in this regards for a much low-
er value in comparison with the actual value as they
or their related party had imported previously two
buses at abnormally low values and managed to get
them cleared on that exceptionally low value. So, the
importer/clearing agent and the concerned shipping
agent were asked to provide all relevant documents
including documents submitted at the port of load-
ing as no local agent of the mamifacturer of the im-
pugned buses in the country for ascertaining MRSP
as per the procedure laid down under CGO 14/2005
pertamning to the assessment of wehicles was avail-
able.

Accordingly, the goods were assessed in the light
of evidential export GDs ie. $214,300/unit calco-
lated after adding freight etc. While assessing the
aforesaid buses, the assessing officer declined the ex-
emptions of Sales Tax claimed by the importer in the
Sixth Schedule and levied 1% CVT which was not

However, the importer/cleaning agent did not
contest/agitated over the assessed per unit value in
these reviews before the relevant Customs Officers.

M/s CAUSIS Mass Transit (Pak) Private Limit-
ed imported 50 units of low-floor electric buses fully
built drive away condition with rechargeable lithi-
um-ion batteries from M/s Causis General Trading
1LI.C, Dubai and sought clearance through autho-
nized customs clearing agent M/S Haris Enterprises
under PCT heading 8702.4090 by claiming exemp-
tions of Customs duty and Sales Tax at a declared
value of $45000/unit C&F Karachi.

The importer paid an upfront amount of duties
and taxes to the tune of Rs.41.2 million. The import-
er/dearing agent also uploaded the Commercial In-
voice issued by the consignor to the consignee and
Packing List at the time of submission of the afore-
said goods declaration.

From the foregoing, it is obvious that while the
description and specification of the goods, port of
loading & discharge, the carmier and the chassis mim-
bers of China Customs’ export documents are exact-
ly tallied with found description and specification of
the goods, port of loading & discharge, the carner
and the chassis mumbers of the impugned buses.
But aforesaid Export GDs of China Customs shows
that the consignor of the goods was ZhuaiGuang-
tong Vehicle Manufacturing Co., Ltd which is also
the actual mamifacturer of the goods and consign-
ee of the goods was M/s. EurabusGmbh. However,
in the manifest submitted to Pakistan Customs the
consignor 15 M/s CAUSIS General Trading and the
consignee is M/s. CAUSIS Mass Transit (Pak) Pri-
vate Limited meaning thereby that the bill of lading
has been switched and thereby the importer M/s.
CAUSIS Mass Transit (Pak) Private Limited has
attempted to create third-party interest, in order to
conceal the actual transactional value of the goods.
There is no existence/presence of EurabusGmbh in
Palastan.

The scrutiny of the submitted proposal document
to the Government of Sindh by the purported prin-

ciple of the importer trans-

ditional Collector Omer
Shafig, Assistant Collector
Saifullah Ehan assigned
Senior Preventive Officer

An official said it was a
high-profile scam for which the

pired that the unit price per
bus is much higher than
the declared unit value
with Pakistan Customs as

Malik Hashim to verify/ importers earlier imported just the project proposal docu-
check whether the import- ments clearly indicate that
er has correctly decarea LWO buses at $31,000 each and  around 10000 identical/
e P goF their cle':aj ance. ThlS‘ ; in this ! and
goods. exercise was aimed at creating the total bus financing
Evidence of identi . , ~  would be USD 3.0 billion.
cal/similar goods was not & eference in the Customs’  Purther, evidence is being
available in 90-day data . sought from the relevant
and the declared per umit 90 dﬂ)’ data quarters.

value of the impugned

buses was found abnormally low when compared
latest technologies available in the database. There
were also credible information that the importer is
trying to evade huge amount of duty/taxes as the
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It is evident that the
importer M/s. CAUSIS Mass Transit (Pak) Private
Limited and the agent M/s Haris Enterprises have
knowingly and willfully attempted to evade legit-
imate duty and taxes by declaring untrue value in
the goods declaration on the basis of fabricated and
grossly under the invoiced value of the goods. m
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(China conference
on VR industry signs
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More than 180 speakers, including around 50 from foreign, will
share their insights at different sessions during the conference,
focusing ontopics such as the metaverse, supply chain, tourism,
medical care, vocational education, and manufacturing

total of 107 projects worth 71.67 bil-
lion yuan ($10.11 billion) were signed
at the 2022 World Conference on the

VR (Virtual Reality) Industry, which
concluded in Nanchang, the capital of east Chi-
na's Jiangz Province recently.

The total contract value of projects related to
the VR industry was 33.92 billion yoan, an in-
crease of 16.52 per cent year on year, and electron-
ic information-related industrial projects totalled
37.74 billion yuan.

Themed “VR adorns the world, VR brightens
the Metaverse,” the two-day event zoomed in on
development trends, challenges and solutions, cut-
ting-edge technologies, and the latest products in
the VR industry.

The conference, jointly organized by the Min-
istry of Industry and Information Technology and
the provincial government of Jiangx, is held both
online and offline, attracting more than 3,000 peo-
ple from the relevant industry.

More than 180 speakers, including around
50 from foreign, shared their insights at different
sessions during the conference, focusing on top-
ics such as the metaverse, supply chain, tourism,
medical care, vocational education, and manufac-
turing.

During the opening ceremony of the confer-
ence, a national VR inmovation centre was official-
ly launched.

Since the event was first initiated in 2018, Ji-
angxi has seen a boom in the VR industry. The ag-
gregate operating revenue of local VR and related
industries rocketed from 4.2 billion yoan (around
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583 million US dollars) to 60.4 billion yuan (about
8.38 billion US dollars) in 2021. The figure reached
35 billion yuan (about 486 million US dollars) in
the first half of this year, up more than 30 per cent
year-on-year, and is expected to exceed 30 billion
yuan (about 11.1 US dollars) in 2022,

The province now hosts more than 400 VR
firms, including industrial giants Huawei, Aliba-
ba, Tencent, Microsoft, Qualcomm, Ziguang, and
Ii‘k‘ Um‘ 1 "

Themed “VR adorns the world,
VR brightens the Metaverse,”
the two-day event zoomed in on
development trends, challeng-
es and solutions, cutting-edge
technologies, and the latest
products in the VR industry

Official figures showed that 18 of the coun-
try's top 50 VR firms have settled in Jiangxi. With
many VR Hardware manufacturers swarming in,
a complete induostrial chain has taken shape, mak-
ing it mmch easier for upstream and downstream
firms to seek synergy in business development and
mnnovation.

Apart from the annual conference, institutional

arrangements and policy support also serve as the
big catalyst for the province's VR boom.
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For instance, Jiangxi has rolled out China's
first provincial-level measures to facilitate VR in-
duostry development and boost VR applications.
Follow-up policy support was rapidly made by the
provincial capital and relevant economic devel-
opment zones and high-tech zones so as to better
tackle the needs of businesses on the ground.

To foster a sound ecology for VR firms to thrive
and flourish, Jiangxi has selected and released
provincial-level VR application demonstration
projects for two consecutive years, and organized
roadshows for VR application projects.

There are more than 30 industry-university-re-
search platforms there, including Huawei Nan-
chang Research Institute, Microsoft AT+VE Inno-
vation Base, and Qualcomm Film Creation Joint
Innovation.

The province also sought to expand cooper-
ation with the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area and unleash its appeal and po-
tential by boosting exchanges and opening up.

More stimulus is expected to be in the pipeline
after China's governing party concluded its na-
tional congress last month, with a chartered road
map for future prosperity.

By 2026, the total scale of China’s Virtual Re-
ality industry, including related hardware, soft-
ware, and applications, will exceed 350 billion
yuan (about $48.56 billion), according to an offi-
cial plan released by the Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology.

Jiangxi, an emerging powerhouse for China's
VR industry, saw 35 per cent of its provincial gross
domestic product come from the digital economy
in 2021.

IDC predicted that over the next five years, VR
games will account for 30 per cent of the country's
total VR market. Games, training and collabora-
tion are expected to become the main application
scenarios of VR in 2026.

A hot tech buzzword, metaverse promises a
future in which the virtnal and physical worlds
are mextricably interconnected. The concept of
metaverse refers to a shared virtual environment or
digital space created by technologies including VR
and AR.Tech giants have jumped on the metaverse
bandwagon and invested heavily in state-of-the-art
VR and AR technologies, such as Chinese tech be-
hemoth ByteDance and major foreign names like
Meta and Apple.

Global shipments for VR headsets jumped
241.6 per cent in the first quarter compared to the
same period last year, said IDC. Meta captured 90
per cent of the market, followed by ByteDance's
Pico with a 4.5 per cent share.

VR and AR devices will benefit massively
from 5G's high bandwidth and speed of transmis-
sion. The country is ratcheting up efforts to foster
emerging consumption models such as 5G plus
VE/AR and immersive gaming and promote the
integration of 3G into life services, according to
the Ministry of Industry and Information Tech-
nology.

More efforts will be made to speed up the inte-
gration of VR with 5G, ultrahigh definition video
and artificial intelligence, strengthen internation-
al exchanges and cooperation in the VR field and
jointly explore new areas to bolster technological
advancement, said the ministry.

Claire Zhao, the market analyst at IDC China,
said China's VE/AR sector has promising pros-
pects, along with the advancement of consum-
er-level hardware products and a more abundant
content ecosystem.

“VR headset shipments will contimie to in-
crease and are expected to exceed 10 million
units in 2026. Commercial, education, office, and
healthcare will be the main application scenarios,”
Zhao said.

He Lizhong, an analyst from Capital Securi-
ties, said VR/AR is considered to be a core appli-
cation scenario of 5G in the future and another
important end-use product after smartphones.

Superfast 5G mobile network also represents

an opportunity to accelerate the adoption of AR
and VR by shoppers and marketers, he said. m
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. 03. Riviera, Oceania Cruises
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10 most luxurious cruise ships
in the world

These expensive and most luxurious cruise ships 2022 in the world are only for you if you
want to spend your excessive money on something great, like on a ship

ere is the most luxurious cruise  Built Cost: $400 Million USD Passenger cabins: 208
ship in the world in 2022 where Passenger Capacity: 930 Crew cabins: 262
you can spend ¥your momey B —— 07. Crystal Esprit, Crystal Cruises

to touch the ultimate luxury Passenger Fare: $250 per Guest

Country: Bahamas

Size: Length: 280 feet

Built Cost: $550 Million USD

Passenger Capacity: 62

Yard number: 647

08. SeaDream II, SeaDream Yacht Club
Passenger Fare: $392 per guest
Country: Pula Croatia

Size: Length: 355 ft, Beam: 47 ft

=

in the sea.

01. The Seven Seas Explorer
Passenger Fare: $2,000 Per Person
Country: Marshall Islands

Crewmembers: 602
05. Seabourn Ovation, Seabourn Cruises
Passenger Fare: $3,2900 USD

Size: length of 732ft, beam of 102ft and a
maximum draft of 23ft.

Built Cost: §450 Million USD

Passenger Capacity: 750

Crew members: 332

02. Crystal Serenity

Passenger Fare: §1,469 Per Person

Country: Greenland

Built Cost: $35 million USD
Passenger Capacity: 112

Crew members: 95

09. The Gaugunin , Paul Gaugunin Cruises
Passenger Fare: $1,500 — $2,200 per person
Size: Length: 689 ft 0 in, Beam: 91 ft 10 in Country: Bahamas

Built Cost: $380 Million USD
Passenger Capacity: 604
Crewmembers: 430

Passenger cabins: 266

06. Silver Muse Cruises
Passenger Fare: $6,400 Per Person

Size: Length: 820 ft, Beam: 106 ft
Built Cost: $§350 Million USD
Passenger Capacity: 1050-1208 Passengers
Crewmembers: 635

Size: Length: 504 feet, Beam: 71 feet
Built Cost: $150 million USD
Passenger Capacity: 332
Crewmembers: 215

10. Scenic Jasper, Scenic Cruises
Passenger Fare: $4,205

Passenger Fare: $000 USD
Country: Marshall Islands

Country: Bahamas

Size: Length: 698", Beam: 89"

Built Cost: $500 million USD approx
Passenger Capacity: 596
Crewmembers: 411

Size: Length: 785 ft, Beam: 106 ft

Built Cost: $§800 Million USD (Budget)
Passenger Capacity: 1250

Crewmembers: 800

04. Viking Star Cruises

Passenger Fare: $§500 USD Per Person
Country: Norway

Size: 227.2m in length and 28.8m in width

Country: Keith

Size: Length: 443 ft, Beam: 36 ft
Built Cost: $725 million USD
Passenger Capacity: 169

Crew members: 33
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Pakistan’s Ayla first
South Asian elected

VP ACCA

ACCA

Vice President

WOSOCIATION OF CHARTERED
CEHTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

Ayla is an international speaker and a strong advocate of
sustainability and energy transition and contributes to
important themes: digital transformation, climate finance,
the future of work, the future of energy and sustainable

infrastructure

akistani Ayla Majid has become the

first ever South Asian woman elected

as the Vice-President of the Associa-

tion of Chartered Certified Accountants
(ACCA).

Majd was elected as the new Vice President
after she earlier served as a member of the ACCA
Global Council. Moreover, Ayla was honoured
as a Young Global Leader by World Economic
Forum's (WEF) Global Future Council on Ener-
gy Transition.

Ayla Majid is a Master of Business Admin-
istration (MBA) from the Lahore Unmiversity of
Management Sciences (LUMS), an LLB from the
University of London and an ACCA.

On the other hand, she advocates energy tran-
sition towards sustainable, affordable, and reli-
able energy for the larger global population and
1s the founder and CEO of Planetive.

Another landmark was achieved by ACCA
when Joseph Owolabi was elected as ACCA
president, the first-ever from Africa to lead the
world’s leading professional accountancy body.

‘Being a finance professional (my career)
has equipped me with the tools and connected
me with people who are working towards cre-
ating action-oriented solutions for a sustainable
world,’ she shared. For Ayla, promoting the role
of women in governance is something she is very
passionate about.

She said: ‘It is the need of today's for-
ward-looking organisation.” Ayla is a champion
of board diversity and actively engages in pro-
moting women on boards. She was the first wom-
an to sit on the board of any stock exchange in
Palistan. Thanks to pioneers like her, the influ-
ence and impact of women is changing the face
of Pakistan.

We'd like to congratulate Ms Majid for creat-
ing history and setting an important stone in the
country's foundation for young girls who want to
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follow in her footsteps.

Ronnie Patton, formerly a senior lecturer at
Ulster University, Northern Ireland, was appoint-
ed deputy president and Ayla Majid from Paki-
stan, founder and CEO of Planetive — a clean
energy and sustainability advisory practice — be-
came vice president.

Ayla joined ACCA 1n 2006 and has been serv-
ing on ACCA's global council since 2014. She is
the first person from Pakistan and South Asia to
have been elected the global vice president in the
118-year history of ACCA. Ayla is an interna-
tional speaker and is a strong advocate of sus-
tainability and energy transition, and contributes
to important themes: digital transformation, cli-

Ayla is also proud that ACCA
plays a major role in offering
young Pakistanis a promising
career full of means to progress
and opportunities while
creating a positive global
impact

mate finance, the future of work, the future of
energy and sustainable infrastructure. She sits on
the boards of various public and private entities
in Palkistan in the areas of energy, pharmaceuti-
cal and not-for-profit sectors. In her various roles,
she focuses and adwvises on the adoption of the
SDGs across different industries.

Ayla is an Eisenhower Fellow and is a Young
Global Leader of the World Economic Forum.
She sits on the Global Future Council of Energy
Transifion of the World Economic Forum. ‘Being

a finance professional, (my career) has equipped
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me with the tools and connected me with people
who are working towards creating action-orient-
ed solutions for a sustainable world,’ she said. For
Ayla promoting the role of women in governance
is something she is very passionate about. She
said: ‘It 15 the need of today's forward-looking
organisation.’ Ayla is a champion of board di-
versity and actively engages in promoting women
on boards. She was the first woman to sit on the
board of any stock exchange in Pakistan. Thanks
to pioneers like her, the influence and impact of
women 15 changing the face of Pakistan.

Ayla is an international speaker and is a strong
advocate of sustainability and energy transition;
takes part in contributing to important themes:
digital transformation, climate finance, the future
of work, the future of energy and sustainable in-
frastructure. She sits on the Boards of various
public and private entities in Pakistan in the ar-
eas of energy, pharmaceutical and not-for-profit
sectors. In her various roles, she focuses and ad-
vises on the adoption of the SDGs across differ-
ent industries. Ayla is Eisenhower Fellow and is
a Young Global Leader of the World Economic
Forum. She sits on the Global Future Council of
Energy Transition of the World Economic Fo-
rum.

‘Being a finance professional (my career) has
equipped me with the tools and connected me
with people who are working towards creating
action-oriented solutions for a sustainable world,?
she said.

For Ayla promoting the role of women in
governance is something she is very passionate
about. She said: ‘It is the need of today's for-
ward-looking organisation.’ Ayla is a champion of
board diversity and actively engages in promoting
women on boards.

Ayla is also proud that ACCA plays a major
role in offering young Pakistanis a promising ca-
reer full of means to progress and opportunities
while creating a positive global impact. ‘ACCA is
a wonderful qualification, with high-quality stan-
dards, up to speed with addressing global needs
and provides flexibility, and therefore fits really
well with the requirements of a diverse audience.
It's particularly a very attractive career choice for
women in all parts of the world including develop-
ing countries,’ she said.

She thanked all well-wishers who voted for the
ACCA Global Council Election and also those
who supported me throughout the process. “It's
been an amazing journey and we continue to work
together. I have truly enjoyed all engagements with
members, affiliates, students and all stakeholders.
I will need your support throughout and your sug-
gestions/ feedback more than anything are so valu-
able.....so keep sharing your views.” m
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akistan i1s weathering a furious political

storm at home, along with an economic

crisis. But at this year's United Nations

climate change conference in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt—known as COP27—Islamabad is
leading the charge in the global fight for climate
aid to the developing world.

Palastan currently chairs the G-77 group, com-
prising 134 developing countries at the UN, and
Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif is a vice chair-
man of COP27. Before the conference began, Is-
lamabad successfully put the issue of “loss and
damage” onto the summit agenda. As currently
envisioned, loss and damage financing would in-
volve developed countries providing support to
developing ones which are on the front lines of
the climate crisis.

Developed countries have long resisted such a
policy, fearing it will open the door to continuous
demands for compensation from them given their
outsized production of greenhouse gas emissions.
But Pakistan has a rare opportunity to make the
case for wealthy countries to secure loss and dam-
age aid and bring the international donors to new
commitments for providing funds focused on ad-
aptation and mitigation.

Palastan's catastrophic floods this year—trig-
gered by early and intense monsoon rains—offer a
vivid example of why loss and damage is so com-
pelling. The disaster, which submerged one-third
of the country and affected 33 million people,
provides a perfect data point. The flooding and its
aftermath have so far cost the cash-strapped coun-
try around $40 billion, as well as a projected 2.2
per cent decline in GDP.

At COP27, Islamabad has strength in numbers:
not only full support from the G-77 but also from
its neighbours. Support for loss and damage 1s a
rare point of policy convergence in South Asia.
Excluding India, the region contributes relatively
little to global greenhouse gas emissions. But it is
one of the world's most climate-vulnerable areas
and suffers from high levels of poverty—meaning
that its residents are some of the most affected by
climate change.

Shortly before COP27, Indian Environment
Minister BhupenderYadav released a statement
calling for action on climate finance, adaptation,
and loss and damage. Bangladesh's environment

minister, Md. Shahab Uddin promised to push
for loss and damage funding, too. In his COP27

speech, Sri Lankan President RanilWickremes-
inghe said that developing counfries “need to be
compensated for loss and damage.” Even Afghan-
istan's Taliban have echoed the language of loss
and damage.

With its global clout, India could play a key
role in advocating for loss and damage financ-
ing. India made ambitious carbon-emissions-re-
duoction pledges at last year's climate summit. It
has backed them up with mitigation strategies,

. including major investments in renewable energy

that have made it one of the world's fastest-grow-
ing solar markets. India's efforts can drive home
a powerful message: Developing countries may
seek loss and damage help, but they are also will-
ing and capable when it comes to fighting climate
change. This is not to suggest these efforts will re-
sult in immediate policy success. It's a major vic-
tory for South Asia and its G-77 partners just to
get ‘loss and damage' on the UN. Climate Sum-
mit’s agenda. But the negotiations over loss and
damage will be long and acrimonious, and there’s
unlikely to be an agreement—or even a break-
through—by the end of COP27.

Pakistan will not be satisfied unless UN cli-
mate summit negotiators unlock emergency cash
for the country to rebuild after this year's devas-
tating floods, the Climate Minister Sherry Reh-
man said. “The dystopia has already come to
our doorstep,” Climate Minister, Sherry Rehman,
told Reuters in an interview on the sidelines of
the COP27 summit in Egypt.

She lamented the glacial pace of climate di-
plomacy, saying it cannot meet the needs of a
country struggling to recover from climate-fueled
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Pakistan wants
immediate funds to
fight climate disaster

- skl

Pakistan currently chairs the G-77 group, comprising 134
developing countries at the UN, and Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif is the vice chairman of COP27. Before the conference
began, Islamabad successfully put the issue of “loss and
damage” onto the summit agenda. As currently envisioned,
loss and damage financing would involve developed countries
providing support to developing ones which are on the front

lines of the climate crisis

flooding that caused more than $30 billion in eco-
nomic losses.

“The political advances we make here will
have very little meaning on the ground unless
there is a transfer of resources that shifts the nee-

Pakistan’s catastrophic floods
this year—triggered by early
and intense monsoon rains—
offer a vivid example of why
loss and damage is so compel-
ling. The disaster, which sub-
merged one-third of the country
and affected 33 million people,
provides a perfect data point

dle on how people face the future,” she said.

Pakistan is playing a high-profile role at the
COP27 summit in Egypt this year, serving as one
of two co-chairs invited by conference host Egypt,
with the other being Norway.

Pakistan also represents the G77 umbrel-
la group of developing counfries, pushing for a
doubling in finance to help poor nations adapt
to climate impacts. To date, only about a third of
climate finance delivered has gone towards adap-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

tation projects, and the full sum promised — $100
billion per year — has never been paid in full. Last
year saw just over $80 billion transferred.

Pakistan was key to getting the thorny issue of
“loss and damage” onto the official UN summit
agenda — a diplomatic coup after decades of re-
sistance from rich nations. The move opened the
door for talks to address vulnerable countries’ de-
mand to be compensated when hit by climate-fu-
eled disasters. But incremental progress made in
these discussions, which can go on for years, still
wouldn't be enough for Pakistanis back at home
to consider the talks a win, she said.

“If I say, “well, adaptation has now been put
as a priority ... or ‘there’s a 50-50 allocation in
terms of priority between mitigation adaptation,
it's not going to mean very much to somebody
whose house has been burned down by a forest
fire or somebody who has lost a family member in
the floods,” she said.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has called on
rich countries to offer compensation and debt re-
lief to help cover Pakistan’s efforts to rebuild and
fortify the country against more severe climate
impacts.

September’s floods engulfed vast areas of the
country, affecting some 33 million people and
leaving hundreds of thousands homeless.

Rehman said that any new money pledged ei-
ther for loss and damage or for adaptation needs to
be followed up “with speed and agility,” because
countries like Pakistan have no time to waste. »
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Business News Magazine

ewly owned by Elon Musk, Twitter
Inc. fired more than 90% of its staff in
India and only a dozen Indians are left
in the tech giant. The layoffs were pro-
posed as a part of global reductions by new owner
Elon Musk severely depleting its engineering and
product staff in a potential growth market. The
company employed just over 200 people in India,
and the cuts left it with just about a dozen staff,
people familiar with the matter said, asking not to
be named because of the sensitivity of the matter.

Indian engineers play an important role in the
development and growth of global mnternet com-
panies such as Twitter, Meta Platforms Inc., and
Alphabet Inc.'s Google, which are relying on its
large potential pool of new online users. Yet the
companies are also facing increasingly strict con-
tent regulations aimed at reigning in big tech firms
in the country. About 70% of the jobs cut in India
worked on a global mandate, one of the people
said. Positions were also slashed across functions
including marketing, public policy, and corporate
communications, the people said. Globally, San
Francisco, California-based Twitter reduced its
headcounts by about half, or roughly 3,700 work-
ers. However, the companies are facing “increas-
ingly strict content regulations aimed at reigning in
big tech firms in the country.”

Some of the most “febrile political conversa-
tions™ amongst various competing parties in India
take place on Twitter, with allegations and accu-
sations taking over the social media platform by
storm. Prime Mimster NarendralModi has over 34
mullion followers on the service.

“It is unclear how Twitter expects to moderate
that discourse with its newly reduced staff in the
country, which has more than 100 languages,” the
report said, adding that the company has about
3,700 employees remaining globally.

Musk is pushing those who remain to move
quickly in shipping new features, and in some cas-
es, employees have even slept at the office to meet
new deadlines. Twitter's India offices are located in
New Delhi, the financial capital of Mumbai, and
the southern tech hub of Bengaluru.

Though Twitter did ask some of the fired em-
ployees to come back that were fired none of the
called-back employees was Indian. A person famil-
iar with the matter, who asked not to be named to
protect others’ identities, told Insider that five em-
ployees had been invited back: “These individuals
are essential for Twitter’s ecosystem to function.
Goons quickly realized and are askang them back.”

Twitter undertook massive layoffs across ge-
ographies and it was anticipated that over 50% of
staff is now gone. Here, in India, the picture seems
grimmer than ever as over 90% have been forced
out of the company.

Musk justified the sackings in a tweet. He said,
“Regarding Twitter's reduction in force, unfortu-
nately, there is no choice when the company is los-
ing over $4M/day.”

Musk assured that all those who have been laid
off were “offered 3 months of severance, which is
50% more than legally required.”

Employees from across the department were
laid off including the head of communications, op-
erations, content partnerships and more.

The company employed just over 200 people in
India, and the cuts left it with just about a dozen
staff, the report added.

Communications, Electronics & Information
Technology Minister AshwiniVaishnaw con-
demmned the decision. The minister said that the
sacked employees should have been given enough
time to transition to a new endeavour.

About the layoffs, Vaishnaw said: “We con-
demn the way Twitter has sacked employees in In-
dia. They should have given the employees a fair
time for transition.”

Twitter co-founder Jack Dorsey took responsi-
bility and apologised saying, “grew the company
size too quickly. I apologize for that.”

Facebook owner Meta will lay off more than
11,000 of its staff in “the most difficult changes

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Free download: flare.pk

FLARE REPORT

INSIGHT |

Musk fires more

than 90% of India’s
Twitter staff

Marendra Modi £
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The layoffs were proposed as a part of global reductions by
new owner Elon Musk severely depleting its engineering and
product staff in a potential growth market. The company
employed just over 200 people in India, and the cuts leftit with
just about a dozen staff, people familiar with the matter said,
asking not to be named because of the sensitivity of the matter

we've made in Meta's history”, boss Mark Zuck-
erberg said.

He said the cuts represented 13 per cent of the
social media titan's workforce and would affect its
research lab focusing on the metaverse as well as
its apps, which include Facebook, Instagram and
Whatsapp.

Musk is pushing those who
remain to move quickly in
shipping new features, and in
some cases, employees have
even slept at the office to meet
new deadlines. Twitter’s India
offices are located in New Delhi,
the financial capital of Mumbai,
and the southern tech hub of
Bengaluru

The tech industry is in a serious slump and
several major firms have announced mass layoffs —
Twatter's new owner Elon Musk fired half its staff
last week.
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“T want to take accountability for these deci-
sions and for how we got here,” Zuckerberg said in
a note to staff.

“T know this is tough for everyone, and I'm es-
pecially sorry for those impacted.”

Ad-supported platforms such as Facebook and
Google are suffering with advertisers looking to cut
costs as they struggle with inflation and rising in-
terest rates.

Zuckerberg told staff he had expected the boost
in e-commerce and online activity during the Covid
pandemic to continue but added: “I got this wrong,
and I take responsibility for that.”

The downturn has affected companies across
the sector, with Apple and Amazon also recently
announcing results that disappointed investors. But
Meta also faces some unique problems of its own.

Investors have been worried about Zuckerberg's
decision to devote billions of dollars to developing
the metaverse, an immersive version of the web ac-
cessed via virtual reality headsets.

Zuckerberg renamed the company to Meta a
year ago to reflect the commitment to the project,
but the division working on metaverse technology
has since made losses of more than $3.5 billion.

He has hinted several times this year that
belt-tightening measures were just around the cor-
ner and said in his letter that staff layoffs were a
tllastrcmll..
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very day, you click and tap on devices,

most likely using the internet to answer

questions you have, stay up-to-date with

current events and stay connected with
people in the world around you.

The internet and its modern form, howev-
er, changed over the years and is relatively new.
While young people today grew up with the in-
ternet, many people did not. So when was the in-
ternet created? And who invented it? We have the
answers for you.

As you might expect for a technology so ex-
pansive and ever-changing, it is impossible to
credit the invention of the internet to a single
person. The internet was the work of dozens of
pioneering scientists, programmers and engineers
who each developed new features and technolo-
gies that eventually merged to become the “infor-
mation superhighway” we know today.

Long before the technology existed to actual-
ly build the internet, many scientists had already
anticipated the existence of worldwide networks
of information. Nikola Tesla toyed with the idea
of a “world wireless system” in the early 1900s,
and visionary thinkers like Paul Otlet and Van-
nevar Bush conceived of mechanized, searchable
storage systems of books and media in the 1930s
and 1940s.

Still, the first practical schematics for the inter-
net would not arrive until the early 1960s, when
MIT’s J.C.E. Licklider popularized the idea of
an “Intergalactic Network” of computers. Short-
ly thereafter, computer scientists developed the
concept of “packet switching,” a method for ef-
fectively transmitting electronic data that would
later become one of the major building blocks of
the internet.

The first workable prototype of the Inter-
net came in the late 1960s with the creation of
ARPANET, or the Advanced Research Projects
Agency Network. Originally funded by the TS
Department of Defense, ARPANET used packet
switching to allow multiple computers to commu-
nicate on a single network.

On October 29, 1969, ARPANET delivered its
first message: a “node-to-node” communication
from one computer to another. (The first com-
puter was located in a research lab at UCLA and
the second was at Stanford; each one was the size
of a small house.) The message—“L.OGIN"—
was short and simple, but it crashed the fledgling
ARPA network anyway: The Stanford computer
only recerved the note’s first two letters.

The technology continued to grow in the 1970s
after scientists Robert Kahn and Vinton Cerf de-
veloped the Transmission Control Protocol and
Internet Protocol, or TCP/IP, a communications
model that set standards for how data could be
transmitted between multiple networks.

ARPANET adopted TCP/IP on January 1,
1983, and from there, researchers began to assem-
ble the “network of networks” that became the
modern Internet. The online world then took on
a more recognizable form in 1990, when comput-
er scienfist Tim Berners-Lee invented the World
Wide Web.

‘While it's often confused with the internet
itself, the web is actually just the most common
means of accessing data online in the form of
websites and hyperlinks.

The web helped popularize the internet among
the public and served as a crucial step in develop-
ing the vast trove of information that most of us
now access on a daily basis.

The search engine Google was founded in
1998 by Larry Page and Sergey Brin, but the idea
for it was born by the two creators in 1995 in a
Stanford university dorm room.

After originally calling it Backrub, the pair
set out to create a search engine capable of using
“links to determine the importance of imndividu-
al pages on the World Wide Web,” according to
Google.

Page and Brin later changed the name to Goo-
gle, a “play on the mathematical expression for
the number 1 followed by 100 zeros” to reflect
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Modern internet
from idea to reality

Nikola Tesla toyed with the idea of a “world wireless system”
in the early 1900s, and visionary thinkers like Paul Otlet and
Vannevar Bush conceived mechanized, searchable storage
systems of books and media in the 1930s and 1940s. Still, the
first practical schematics for the internet would not arrive until

the early 1960s, when MIT’s J.C.R. Licklider popularized the
idea of an “Intergalactic Network” of computers

their mission or make mformation universally ac-
cessible. Google caught the attention of investors
in Silicon Valley, leading to the creation of Goo-
gle Inc. in August of 1998. Page and Brin then
moved their offices to a garage, where the compa-
ny is famously known to have started.

Meanwhile, China ranks second in the world
in terms of internet development after the TL5, ac-
cording to the latest industry report, which also
details achievements of China's internet sector
growth in the past year.

The online world then took on
a more recognizable form in
1990, when computer scientist

Tim Berners-Lee invented the
World Wide Web

The Global Internet Development Index rank-
ing was based on six parameters; infrastructure,
innovation capacity, industrial development, in-
ternet application, cybersecurity and Internet gov-
ernance, as outlined in the bluebook for the World
Internet Conference (WIC) released.

The top 10 economies leading internet devel-
opment this year are the U.5., China, Germany,
Sweden, the Netherlands, South Korea, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Canada, Finland and Denmark.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

The bluebook consists of two separate reports
- World Internet Development Report 2022 and
China Internet Development Report 2022, which
15 compiled by the Chinese Academy of Cyber-
space Studies and has been released at the WIC
for six years in a row. The 2022 WIC is now un-
derway imn Wuzhen, East China's Zhejiang Prov-
ince, Global Times reported.

The bluebook also highlighted new progress
and achievements of China's internet dewvelop-
ment over the past year.

According to the report, China leads the world
in terms of information infrastructure construc-
tion, with the completion of the layout of inte-
grated big data centres in the country.

The construction of internet rule of law has
been gradually improved. Steady progress has
been made in building cyber civilization, while a
comprehensive cyber governance system is con-
stantly improved.

The role of the digital economy was highlight-
ed in China, and digital cooperation has made
new progress. Digital public services are becom-
ing more effective, and social governance is be-
coming smarter, the report noted.

By June 2022, the number of internet users in
China had reached 1.051 billion, with an internet
penetration rate reaching 74.4 per cent. China is
advancing the integrated development of smart
cities and digital villages, significantly improving
the effectiveness of digital governance. m
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MMBL, U Bank sign MoU to offer hous-
ing finance solutions for their employees

Under this partnership, U Bank and MMBL employees can seek housing finance from each other. Eligible
employees would have the opportunity to access affordable housing finance of up to PKR 3 million

Mobilink  Microfinance
Bank Limited (MMBL), Pak-
istan's largest digital bank, and
U Microfinance Bank Lid. (U
Bank), Pakistan's fastest-grow-
ing microfinance bank, have
entered into a strategic partner-
ship for providing housing fi-
nance [facility for their
employees.

The MoU was signed be-
tween GhazanfarAzzam, Pres-
ident & CEO - MMBL, and
Kabeer MNaqvi, President &
CEQ - U Microfinance Bank,
at a ceremony held in Islam-
abad, in the presence of senior
officials from both organiza-
tions, Under this partnership,
U Bank and MMBL employees
can seek housing finance from
each other. Eligible employees
would have the opportunity to
access affordable housing fi-
nance of up to PKR 3 million
to purchase a new house, flat,
apartment, or plot for con-
struction, as well as to con-
struct a house on a pre-owned
plot or add an extension to an
existing housing unit. The loan

application process has been
simplified to facilitate fast-track
processing and efficient dis-

bursement of the loaned
amount,

"Financial inclusion is not

NOVEMBER 17, 2022

merely a customer-facing am-
bition but rather encompasses
any and all people who wish to
upgrade their quality of living
through economic empower-
ment”, said GhazanfarAzzam,

MOU SIGNING CEREMONY

Between Mobilink Microfinance Bank and U Microfinance Bank
to facilitate Housing Finance for Employees

President & CEQ, MMBL. "As
an employer of choice, we are
vigilant of opportunities to
holistically support our greatest
asset- people, as much as possi-
ble. This partnership with U

Bank will help enable our val-
ued human resources with fi-
nancial security during the
uncertain economic conditions
of the modern era," remarked
Azzam.

Also sharing his thoughts,
Kabeer MNagvi, President &
CEO - U Microfinance Bank
said, “Our people are our most
valuable asset. We aim to con-
tinue to provide services which
improve their wellness and liv-
ing standards. They are at the
heart of who we are, We are
pleased to collaborate with
MMBL to facilitate employees
on both sides. This also real
firms U Bank's belief that the
microfinance industry as a
whole can synergize and work
in harmony to attain mutual
goals.”

With influential positions in
the market and reputations for
exceptional employee culture,
both MMBL and U Bank have
been at the forefront of several
initiatives driven toward the sus-
tainable development of their
customers and employees. =

MMBL partners with GSMA to expand Pakistan’s
digital and financial solutions

To support the mission of
promoting digital inclusion
across the nation through inno-
vative financial solutions, Mo-
bilink Microfinance Bank
Limited (MMBL), Pakistan's
largest digital bank, is collabo-
rating with GSMA, the global
organisation representing mo-
bile operators and the broader
mobile ecosystem. Through
this partnership, MMBL and
GSMA aim to reduce the gen-
der gap in digital financing
through MMBL’s flagship pro-
gram, Women Inspirational
MNetwork (WIN), and other Di-
versity and Inclusion (D&I) ini-
tiatives., The Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) will en-
able both partners to execute
joint projects for connectivity
and other areas for Information
& Communications Technol-

ogy (ICT) development in Pak-
istan.
Mobilink Microfinance

Bank is part of the VEON
Group, a global digital operator
that provides converged con-
nectivity and online services
across seven countries, As part
of its digital operator strategy,
VEON is transforming people's
lives, creating opportunities for

greater digital inclusion, and
driving economic growth
across countries that are home
to more than 8% of the world's
population.

Sharing his thoughts at the
signing ceremony, Ghazanfar

- \ Maobilink

partnership, we aim to leverage
the technological expertise of
GSMA for enabling digitally
powered innovative solutions
for our target segments, specif-
ically women & persons with
disabilities, increasing accessi-

Bank

MoU Signing Ceremony

Arzam, President & CEOQ
MMBL remarked, “The rapid
growth in tele-density across
Pakistan has opened great av-
enues for fostering financial in-
clusion through feature &

smartphones. Through this

bility and affordability of mo-
bile financial services on the

wajf_“
Also speaking at the occa-
sion, Sardar Mohammad

Abubakr, Chief Finance and
Digital Officer MMBL said,

"Digital and financial literacy
are key drivers to promote fi-
nancial inclusion for all. Un-
derserved, yet integral
segments, particularly women,
agriculture and SMEs lack ac-
cess to banking channels due to

little awareness and limited re-
sources, Through this initiative,
MMBL and GSMA will work
in close collaboration to in-
crease digital, and financial lit-
eracy, while boosting agri-tech
services, through convenient

and sustainable access to digi-
tal financial products and serv-
ices."

“We are pleased to support
MMBL's efforts to close usage
and gender gaps and address
the barriers to inclusion that af-
fect so many,” said Julian Gor-
man, Head of APAC, GSMA.
“We believe connectivity is a
human right and giving it to
those that are excluded em-
powers business, society, and
local communities — helping
them to thrive. We're looking
forward to working together to
advance the Digital Pakistan
agenda in support of inclu-
sion.”

Through this partnership,
MMBL and GSMA will un-
dertake wvarious digital and
technological initiatives to em-
power the masses in various
domains, including agri-tech,
Small & Medium Sized Enter-
prises (SMEs), and Women Fi-
nancial Services, enhancing
connectivity on the way, With
the help of its strategic part-
ners, MMBL is taking concrete
steps to close the digital and fi-
nancial gap by uplifting the un-
banked and underbanked
segments across the nation. =
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Check out vivo's Y series for
amazing and affordable phones

vivo, a global leader in the smartphone industry, has been providing Pakistan with a huge
variety of choices with its diverse Y series smartphones that offer amazing features at budget-
friendly rates. With the latest camera technology and innovation in their smartphones, the
brand has established a strong position in the market.

o, a global leader in the smartphone indus-

Vtry,hasbc:nprﬂvidingPakistanwﬂhahugc
variety of choices with its diverse Y series
smartphones that offer amazing features at
budget-friendly rates. With the latest camera tech-
nology and innovation in their smartphones, the
brand has established a strong position in the mar-
ket. The Y series smartphones feature cutting-edge
technology that enhances the customer expenience
through their sheer performance and innovation.
As for the smartphones themselves, the vivo Y
series 15 focused on providing consumers with a

unique flagship experience at an affordable price,
as well as a well-balanced device with innovative
camera technology, powerful performance, and a
smooth user experience.

Let’s look at the products under vivo's Y series:

1. Y55

An incredibly powerful smartphone, the Y35
flaunts a 50MP HD rear camera, a 2MP Bokeh
camera, and a 2MP macro camera with Double
Exposure and EIS Ultra-stable video ensuring that
regardless of the conditions, the outcome of any

photograph or video will be excellent. Every pho-
tograph taken with this device is bright and well-lit,
thanks to the 16MP front camera, which has Super
Night Selfie and Aura Screen Light.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Powered by a Snapdragon 680 processor, us-
ers no longer have to worry about interruptions
during their tasks as the Y55 is capable of handling
all tasks whether they are browsing the internet or
playing one’s favourite game.

By combining the 44W Flash Charge with the
5000mAh battery, the device is able to perform
exceptionally well because it runs out of battery
slower and charges very quickly. vivo Y35 can be
purchased in two sleek colours: Midnight Galaxy
and Ice Dawn and has proven to be a benchmark
for both performance and design.

2.Y33T

The smartphone provides impressive perfor-
mance along with a large battery and an outstand-
ing camera. It boasts a S0MP rear camera and a
16MP front camera with features such as Super
Night Selfie and Personalised Portrait Mode to
maximize camera performance in every situation.

With the 5000mAh battery, the device has a
long-lasting, highly powerful battery and an 18W
Fast Charge feature that accommodates users on
the go. Due to its Snapdragon 680 processor (6nm),

-
1

|'J

the Y33T 1s a powerful performer that allows users
to run more apps without experiencing system lags.
3. Y21T
Users locking for an affordable device with a

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

strong battery, great design, and strong memory
should consider the Y21T. The smartphone has a
5000mAh battery with an 18 W Fast Charge that is

perfect for users to stay charged throughout the day.

The Y21T flaunts an 8.00mm super-slim body
lightweight and easy to hold. The device showcases
4GB RAM + 128GB ROM that allow for a smooth
functioning of the phone and for users to store large
files permanently. The device has a 50MP main

As for the smartphones
themselves, the vivo Y series is
focused on providing consum-

ers with a unique flagship
experience at an affordable
price, as well as a well-balanced
device with innovative camera
technology, powerful
performance, and a smooth
user experience

camera along with an8MPfront camera for stun-
ning shots. The front camera features a Face Beau-
ty Algorithm that makes the images more stunning
and glamorous by giving the subject a glow that
seems natural. The smartphone comes in two stun-
ning colour variants - midnight blue and pearl white
and is available across Palistan.

L

Take advantage of this great opportunity to own
a smartphone from the affordable yet innovative Y
series.

For more details, visit vivo’s official website:
hitps:/ /www.vivo.com/pk/products

| NOYEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 15, 2022

ﬁ

U

M7/




NATIONAL NEWS N

Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

VEON recognizes its Pakistan-based opetr-
ating companles as D&l champions

Islamabad: Jazz, jointly
with its digital financial serv-
ices JazzCash and sister con-
cern Mobilink Microfinance
Bank (MMBL) have been rec-
ognized as diversity and inclu-
sion (D&I) champions across
7 markets globally by VEON,
a global digital operator, dur-
ing the Ignite Top 200 event
held in Dubai,

"We are committed to im-
proving the lives and liveli-
hoods of women through our
products, services, sustainabil-
ity initiatives, and workplace
policies. This recognition fur-
ther validates our approach to-
wards empowering women in
our society and renews our
vigor as we move forward in
our journey of creating a digi-
tally and financially inclusive
ecosystem,”  said  Aamir
Ibrahim, CEQ of Jazz, and

dmi
Chairman of MMBL.
Jazz is dedicated to en-

hancing diversity and
women's empowerment
within its business model and
focuses on uplifting women in
society through the power of
the internet. It is playing a
critical role in addressing
many of the wider gender in-

equalities by digitally enabling
women to access health, f-
nancial, and other life-en-
hancing services. As part of
the GSMA's Connected
Women Commitment Initia-
tive, Jazz has committed to in-
creasing the proportion of
women by 8 percent in its mo-
bile internet customer base by

2023, Its digital financial serv-
ice, JazzCash has already met
its GSMA Connected Women
target two years ahead of time
and now aims to increase its
female customer base to 50%
in the next few years.
MMBL's Women Inspira-
tional Network (WIN) Pro-
gram is a flagship initiative
focusing on Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion (DEI), capacity
upskilling, and leveraging dig-
ital tech for female economic
empowerment, WIN forges
strategic partnerships to sup-
port women entrepreneurs
and enables the development
of women-centric financial
services like digital lending,
deposits, and insurance. Also
recognized by the State Bank
of Pakistan, MMBL's WIN
program is a leading project
for the promotion of financial

inclusion in the country. Sim-
ilarly, its Humgadam program
is another endeavor toward
the promotion of DEIL It has
been uplifting Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs) through
employment  opportunities
and on-the-job skill develop-
ment.

Earlier this year, Jazz was
also awarded the ‘Driving
Change Beyond Workplace'
award at the Women Empow-
erment Awards 2021 by the
Overseas Investors Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(OICCI). Moreover, Aamir
Ibrahim is also a member of
the Champions of Change
Coalition, a globally recog-
nized, high-profile coalition
working to accelerate progress
in creating more inclusive and
progressive organizations in
Pakistan. m

Ufone 4G offers convenient mobile top-up facility on
10,000 OPay smart POS machines

Islamabad: Pakistani mo-
bile company, Ufone 4G is set
to transform its customers’ user
experience through provision
of convenient mobile top-up fa-
cility on 10,000 OPay Point-of-
Sale (POS) machines. Ufone
4G customers will be able to
access these machines at petrol
stations, convenient stores,
pharmacies, shopping malls
and other public places coun-
trywide to recharge their mo-
bile phones with greater ease
and accessibility.

OPay is a fast-growing mo-
bile payment Fintech Com-
pany that offers advance

OPay

payment facilitates including
contemporary mobile top-up
solutions, Deploying Ufone's
Top-up on OPay’s current ac-
tive footprint of 10,000 POS
machines will enable con-
sumers with a secure and user-
friendly method to process

top-up payments at frequently

ufone s

visited public places. Addition-
ally, top-ups can be purchased
from OPay’s POS-merchants
and will be printed on the bill
invoice to verify transaction.
Commenting on the collab-
oration, Shahbaz Khan, Head
of Product Portfolio Manage-
ment (Wireless), Ufone, said,
“Ufone 4G establishes syner-
gies within telecom and Fin-
tech industries to usher in
greater ease and enablement to
its customers. Qur partnership
with OPay will expand our

service footprint to 10,000 ad-
ditional points of sale. En-
hanced accessibility is one of
the key focus areas for Ufone in
its continued quest to improve
its services quality to provide a
superior user experience to its
customers,”

OPay Pakistan's Vice Presi-
dent, Zeb Khan said, “This al-
liance with Ufone means
increased customer engage-
ment and traffic, resulting in
spike in revenue of merchants'
business. I am very excited to

bring to the table an innovative
offering to Pakistani consumers
as the accessibility of topping-
up at anvtime and anyvwhere
will provide an experience of
unmatched convenience, which
is the aim of OPay as a com-
pany”

The nationwide network of
POS machines will besecure,
simple and modern formobile
top-ups to further Ufone 4G's
long-term commitment o im-
prove the user experience of its
Customers. s

TECNO Mobile bagged top#1 ranking in mobile units sold
in Daraz 11:11 sale

Lahore: TECNO has suc-
cessfully won the race with
mind-blowing numbers in the
Daraz 11:11 sale. People loved
the products offered by
TECNO and appreciated the
price deductions given during
the promotions. This is why
up to 70 per cent of TECNO's
stock was sold out during the
first 24  hours! This feat
demonstrates the trust and
faith customers have in
TECMO as they grab their fa-
vorite devices at the first
chance,

TECNO's star models
Camon 19 Neo and Camon 18
Premier were selling like hot-
cakes because of the fantastic
deals users were getting on
these devices during the 11:11
sale! Overall, it was a very suc-
cessful promotional event for
TECNO since almost all of its

models were in high demand,
and the stock sold out quickly.
TECND prides 1tSrBIf m

being the most-selling brand in

the price category of 30,000
PER. This budget segment is

the most critical in the Pak-
istani Market, and TECNO
once again showed everyone

—T0P1_

SALE YEAR

that it manufactured handsets
for all segments of the Market
and that its market share in the

budget segment dominates its
rivals,
A marvel of engineering

1007

for gamers, the POVA NEO
was one of the in-demand
phones during the exclusive

promotions. For power-hun-
gry users, seeing the SPARK
8C with a considerable dis-
count was a joy like none
other, and hence it was among
the selling phones along with
POVA NEO.

Kelvin Zeng, CEQ of
TECHNO Mobiles Pakistan,
says, " TECNO has once again
performed amazingly well in
the Pakistani Market, and
that's because we understand
the market really well and pro-
vide devices that have the best
value for money ".

As you would have already
guessed, TECNO Mobiles has
come second in revenue gener-
ation from the Daraz 11:11
sale, and it would not have
been possible without our ded-
icated customer base and the
hard work of our whole
team! =
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ILO lauds MMBL’s WIN program in gender
equality & women empowerment

Islamabad: Mobilink Mi-
crofinance Bank's (MMBL)
flagship women empowerment
program, ‘Women Inspira-
tional MNetwork (WIN)' has
been recognized at the Women
Empowerment  Conference
held in Karachi- a joint venture
of The Emplovers' Federation
of Pakistan (EFF) and the In-
ternational Labour Organiza-
tion (ILOY), under
PES/STRIDE project funded
by Government of Japan, as a
best practice case study in
ILO's upcoming publication
documenting similar cases
globally. The event was graced
by Senator RukhsanaZuberi as
chiel guest.

Welcoming this develop-
ment, President & CEQ,
MMBL, Ghazanfar Azzam
said, “WIN receiving global
recognition for its impact on
women empowerment in Pak-
istan is commendable. Diver-
sity and Inclusion are deeply
woven into MMBL's business

philosophy, and we have un-
dertaken concrete steps to in-
spire inclusive and sustainable

ecosystem in Pakistan for an
amplified and long-term im-
Pﬂ.l:t.ﬂ
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development at the national
level. Besides our efforts to pro-
mote diversity and inclusion,
our 9-point Agenda for Finan-
cial Inclusion 2.0, is a pioneer-
ing policy document focused
on enabling the rapid develop-
ment of the digital financial

Also commenting on this
achievement, Chief Finance
and Digital Officer, MMBL,
Sardar Mohammad Abubakr
stated, “WIN's recognition asa
best practice case study by EFP
& ILO is an encouraging devel-
opment signifying the impor-

tance of the program. The ide-
ology behind WIN revolves
around preparing and equip-
ping female customers with the
right digital and financial skills
to lead successful businesses.
‘We are humbled that the pro-
gram has witnessed a constant
influx of success stories from
all over Pakistan and has im-
mense  potential to  scale
through collaborative efforts.”

MMBL is a leading digital
microfinance bank and the
torchbearer of fostering digital
and financial inclusion in the
country, particularly amongst
the unbanked segments of so-
ciety. The bank offers a wide
range of digital financial prod-
ucts and services through its
broad-based financial ecosys-
tem, with a network of over
100 branches, that caters to the
varying needs of different indi-
vidual and enterprise cus-
tomers, particularly women
and Small & Medium Enter-
prises (SMEs). =

PTCL Group marks conclusion of month-long
breast cancer awareness campaign

Islamabad: Pakistan's
largest  telecommunication
group — PTCL & Ufone 4G
concluded its month-long
breast cancer awareness cam-
paign by organizing a webinar
in collaboration with Maroof
International Hospital, Islam-
abad to sensitize its female em-
ployees regarding the
prevention and early detection
of the disease.

The webinar concluded the
awareness drive organized in
correspondence with the global
‘Pinktober' campaign. The
Zuest speaker, Dr.
SairaMehmood emphasized
the need to selfexamine for
early detection, which she said
can ensure a full recovery from
the otherwise life-threatening

disease.
PTCL and Ufone 4G kick-
started their Breast Cancer

entire user base. A weekly
breast examination poll was
also conducted to encourage

awareness campaign in early
October also called “Pinkto-
ber”by illuminating PTCL and
Ufone buildings with bright
pink colors and turning their
corporate logos pink on all dig-
ital platforms. The Group also
carried out an SMS broadcast
campaign in collaboration with
ShaukatKhanum Memorial
Cancer Hospital to instill a
sense of awareness amongst its

the female staff to examine
themselves for early signs or
symploms.

In addition to that, PTCL
and Ufone ran a comprehen-
sive digital campaign under
‘The Pink Club' to create
awareness about the disease
and associated risk factors
amongst all female employees.
The entire PTCL and Ufone
staff wore pink ribbons during

the month of October to ex-
press and exemplify the group's
unwavering commitment to the
cause of eradicating breast can-
cer from Pakistan,

PTCL Group is leading
corporate efforts for preven-
tion of breast cancer in Pak-
istan. The Campaign aimed
to reinforce awareness and in-
spire action to fight the dis-
ease that not only threatens
precious lives but also incurs
a hefty social and economic
cost in terms of medical treat-
ment and patient care. Pak-
istan's collective willingness
to root out breast cancer is re-
markable and a significant
drop in the number of cases is
expected in the coming
years.m

Jazz recognized for its Gender Inclusive Workplace at UN
Women Asia-Pacific WEPs Awards

Islamabad: Jazz has been
conferred with the UN
Women Asia-Pacific 2022
WEPs Award for a Gender-In-
clusive Workplace. This
award recognises organiza-
tions that have incorporated
the right measures to make
themselves the preferred em-
ployer for women.

“Inclusivity is a big part of
everything we do at Jazz, We
have incorporated policies and
global best practices to pave
the way for gender equality
within the organization. This
recognition validates our ho-
listic approach towards em-
powering women and renews

our vigor as we move forward
in our journey of creating a
digitally inclusive ecosystem in
Pakistan," said Sabahat
Bokhari, Director Diversity
and Inclusion at Jazz.

Jazz is an equal opportu-
nity employer. It's one of the
first telecom companies witha
high female representation in
its executive leadership. Not
only does the company pro-
mote gender diversity in its
work environment, it also has
programs focused entirely on
attracting and facilitating the
female gender. For example,
‘Empower’ - Leadership devel-
opment program in collabora-

tion with a leading business
university in Pakistan; ‘MO-
Mentum' - phase back pro-

gram for returning mothers;
and ‘She's Back Returnship
Program’ for women looking
to return to work following a
career break. UN Women
launched the Asia-Pacific
Women's Empowerment Prin-
ciples (WEPs) Awards in 2020

under WeEmpowerAsia.
Launched in 2010 by UN
Women and the UN Global
Compact, the WEPs are a set
of 7 principles that support
companies to take a gender-
sensitive approach throughout
their value chain starting with
corporate leadership and look-
ing across the wider value
chain from workplace, market-
place and community. To
date, more than 7,000 compa-
nies have signed the WEPs
globally, and in the Asia-Pa-
cific over 1,900 have commit-
ted. Jazz was one of the first
companies in Pakistan to com-
mit to the WEPs. »
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PTA conducts QoS
survey in Punjab,
Sindh & GB

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) has carried out inde-
pendent Quality of Service
(Qo8) surveys in (9 cities of
Punjab and Sindh and 13 mo-
torways/ highways of Pakistan,
A survey was also conducted,
jointly with Cellular Mobile Op-
erators (CMOs), in 08 cities of
Gilgit Baltistan. These surveys
were undertaken to measure
performance and quality of
CMOs services being provided
to their customers.

The results revealed that
CMOs are compliant with re-
spect to data speeds to a great
extent, while network latency
and webpage loading time was
found below the threshold. Sim-
ilarly, some of the Voice KPIs
have also been found below the
licensed threshold in few areas,
Necessary instructons have
been issued to the operators for
taking corrective measures o
ensure improvement in service
quality up to the KPIs. =

Jazz Business show-
cases Garaj, AdTech
at Connect 2022

Karachi: Jazz Business
showcased its state-of-the-art on-
shore cloud platform Garaj and
AdTech portfolio, Data Analyt-
ics as a Service (DAaaS), at an
interactive event with IT indus-
try stakeholders and corporate
representatives at Connect 2022
held in Karachi,

Ali Naseer, Chief Business
Officer, Jazz signed a Mol with
Saqib Saleem, CEO & Director,
MCB Asif Habib Savings & In-
vestment Limited to provide
seamless cloud services for its
operations through Jazz-pow-
ered Garaj. Asif Tkram, Secre-
tary, Information, Science and
Technology Department, Govt
of Sindh and Junaid Imam,
Member (IT), Federal Minisiry
of IT & Telecom also attended
the even,
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Ali Maseer, Jazz's Chief Pt

Business Officer, also interacted
with stakeholders at meet-and-
greet and said, “Business inno-
vation, today, requires powerful
technology solutions. Globally
the adoption of digital technol-
ogy is taking place at such a
rapid pace and scale that we sim-
ply cannot compete without the
right public-private partnerships
that implement a holistic digital
ecosystem at the grass root level.
At Jazz Business, our core phi-
losophy is to offer solutions that
help businesses adopt digitali-
zation faster.»
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MMBL-led banking syndicate raises PKR 2b in
TIER-IlI Capital Term Finance Certificates

Islamabad: Mobilink Mi-
crofinance Bank Limited
(MMBL), and its Agent Bank
for the transaction JS Bank
signed anagreement with re-
spect to raising of MMBL's
Tier-II Capital of PKR
2,000,000,000 in the form of
Privately Placed/DSLR Listed
Term Finance Certificates.
The syndicate members in-
clude Allied Bank Ltd., Bank
Alfalah, Habib Bank Ltd., Na-
tional Bank of Pakistan,
United Bank Ltd., MCB Bank
Ltd., Askari Bank Ltd., Pak
Kuwait Investment Company,
and Pak Oman Investment
Company.

Mobilink Microfinance
Bank is part of the VEON
group, a global digital operator
that provides converged con-
nectivity and online services
across seven countries. As part
of its digital operator strategy,
VEON is transforming peo-
ple's lives, creating opportuni-

ties for greater digital inclu-
sion, and driving economic
growth across countries that
are home to more than 8% of
the world's population.
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The signing ceremony was
attended by Ghazanfar Azzam
- President & CEQO MMBL,
Basir Shamsie - President and
CEO JS Bank, Sardar Mo-
hammad Abubakr - Chief Fi-
nance and Digital Officer
MMBL, alongside senior offi-

cials from syndicate members,

Sharing his thoughts, Ghaz-
anfar Azzam, President & CEQ
MMBL stated: "This collabora-
tion between MMBL and JS

\ SEE Ong O°

Bank for raising PKR 2 billion
in TFCs reflects the Bank's solid
footing in the digital banking
landscape while demonstrating
the unwavering confidence of
the syndicate members and our
customers in Pakistan's microfi-
nance sector, The strategic al-

liance will enable MMBL to
broaden the range of financial
instruments and explore new
avenues to offer innovative digi-
tal and financial solutions to

SMEs and women entrepre-
news- our key focal areas,”
Commenting on the part-
nership, Basir Shamsie - Presi-
dent & CEOQ of J5 Bank said,
“The successful closure of the
transaction is indicative of the
trust reposed in us by the mar-

ket and our partners. We look
forward to a mutually benefi-
cial partnership with MMBL,
and will continue to play an
active role in bolstering finan-
cial inclusion in Pakistan.”
Sardar Mohammad
Abubakr, Chief Finance and
Digital Officer MMBL ex-
pressed: “The raise of Tier-I1
Capital is set to play a promi-
nent role in the coming years
as MMBL strengthens its cap-
ital base, primarily for comply-
ing with Capital Adequacy
Ratio (CAR) requirements and
for expanding its ongoing busi-
ness operations in uplifting un-
tapped segments and
marginalized communities es-
pecially SMEs and Women
Entrepreneurs. The funding
raised through JS Bank and
syndicate members further
strengthens the investor's con-
fidence in the digital and fi-
nancial ecosystem of Pakistan
for sustainable development."' s

Lahore: Xiaomi an-
nounced the launch of their
new budget efficient device,
the all-new Redmi Al+. The
new Redmi entry-level smart-
phone has a paystylish design
and is equipped with versatile
features, aiming to provide an
excellent experience at a mas-
sively affordable price.

With a 6.52” HD+ large
display at 1600x720 resolu-
tion, the Redmi Al+ offers an
immersive experience when
waitching videos or when
gaming, For extended view-
ing, the device offers a dark
theme and Night Light Mode,
which help prevent strain on

Ignite to
launch 1st Ver-
tical Incubator

= - el

Islamabad: Ignite has
signed contract for launching
its first vertical incubator in
Aerospace Technologies in
collaboration with Aviation
City Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd.

MICAT will be established
at National Aerospace Science
& Technology Park,
Rawalpindi, The contract
awarded to NETSOL Tech-
nologies and signed by CEOQ
Ignite, Asim Shahryar Husain,
CEQ ACPPL, Air Com-
modore Dr. Liaquat Ullah
Igbal SI{M) and CEQ NET-
SOL, Salim Ghauri =

Easy on your pocket - Redmi A1+

ﬂs?Mh
Smartphone
Redmi A7+

AP dual camera - Fingespeint sensar

@

the eyes.

The PRedmi Al+ is
equipped with an 8MP main
camera paired with an auxil-
iary lens' to enable portrait

shots and a SMP front cam-
era. Both rear and front cam-
eras are loaded with versatile
modes including portrait,
short video, and time-lapse,

offering users diverse shoot-
ing options. The smartphone
is also packed with a large
5,000mAh battery and 10W
charging, effortlessly lasting
through daily use.

In terms of performance,
the Redmi A1+ is powered by
MediaTek Helio A22, which
ensures enough performance
to run apps and supports
high-resolution display, and
power efficiency. Addition-
ally, it also supports expand-
able storage up to 1TB, which
frees up space on-device for
additional data storage.®

Redmi Al+ has an im-
pressive hardware price-to-

Pakistan, Malaysia agree to continue

dialogue on cybe

Islamabad: Pakistan and
Malaysian agreed to continue
dialogue on mutual areas of
collaboration particularly 5G,
cyber security and regulatory
frameworks.

The agreement reached be-
tween the meeting of PTA
Chairman Maj. Gen (Retd)
Amir Azeem Bajwa and In-
terim Chairman of the
Malaysian Communications
and Multimedia Commission
(MCMC), Tan Sri Mohamad
Salim bin Fateh Din, said a
news release,

Dring the meeting, Pak-
istan and Malaysia discussed
the digital landscape including
major initiatives and future
projects. Member (Finance)
PTA, Muhammad Naveed;
Commission Member MCMC,
Datuk Lim Thean Shiang and

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

ex-High Commissioner of Pak-
istan to Malaysia, Lt. Gen. (R)
Tahir Mehmood Qazi and
other MCMC and PTA officers
were also present. The phe-
nomenal growth of the ICT
sector in Pakistan was appreci-
ated by the Chairman MCMC,

The Malaysian delegation
shared details of their landmark
projects such as PEDi (digital
empowerment of rural commu-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

r security, 5G

nities) and their unique 5G
model ie Single Wholesale
Metworlk, This meeting was held
in continuation of the previous
engagements between PTA and
MCMC. A non-binding cooper-
ation mechanism is also ex-
pected to be signed between the
2 regulators in near future,
MCMLC is the regulator for the
communications and multime-
dia industry in Malaysia.m

performance ratio, it also has
a notable design. Inheriting
family design from Redmi
Mote Series, Redmi Al+isin
Black, Light Green, and
Light Blue, all with a stylish
flat-frame design. Accentu-
ated by a clean, minimalistic
curved back, its leather-like
texture resists fingerprint
smudges and marks. In addi-
tion, Redmi Al+ comes
equipped with an advanced
and responsive rear finger-
print sensor for quick unlock-
ing,

The Redmi Al+ is now
available at Mi Store, corecart
and on Daraz pk as well.=

PTA receives
Rs. 6.17 billion
from Ufone

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) has received another
deposit amounting to Rs. 6.17
Billion (equivalent to USD
27.92 Million) for spectrum
assigned to Ufone through
auction held in 2021,

The amount has accord-
ingly been deposited in Fed-
eral Consolidated Fund
(FCF). With this deposit in
FCF, the cumulative deposit
by PTA in FCF during the
current financial year i.e
2022-23 has become Rs. 29.15
Billion (equivalent to USD
134 Million).

PTA receives PKE 166
million against first instalment
of AJ&K and GB licenses
from Telenor and Ufone.w

|HO’JEMBER 15-DECEMBER 15, 2022




vivo V23 5G

~,
Bady ol 57.20x72 427 3%mam {Stardust Black)
01572007242 T 55mm [Sunshine Gold)
AMOLED
Display T}
B.44-inch
Front SOMP AF + BMP wide
Camera -angle/Rear GAMP AF + BMP
wide-angle + 2MP macro
4200mah
Battery Chargin44w
RAM & ROM
2B+ 25668
MediaTek Dimensity 920
=y
vivo X80 5G
-
Bo Dimensions: 164.95475.238.30mm
dy Welght: 206g
AMOLED
Display [t 43
6.78-inch, up to 120Hz refresh rate
Front 32MP / Rear SOMP+12MP+12MP
Camera sAperture: Frant 245 (2281
B 7175 {50MPY » §71.88 [12MF) + 620 {12047
: 4500mAh
EEUEIN  Charging 80w FlashCharge
SRAM: 12GB + 4GB Extended RAM
Memory ROM: 256G
Seectou il MediaTek Dimensity 9000
ey
VIR EELD
~
E ﬂd)" 164.262 76,08 8.00mm
Weight 182g
. 2400= 1080 (FHD+)
Display Capacitive multi-touch
6.58-inch
Front TEMP / Rear SOMP+2MP+ 2MP
e
, Raar 1718 (S0MP) + 124 ZMP)+ /24 (ZMP)
5000mAh
Bﬂ“ﬂw Charging: 18W FastCharge
Mﬂmﬂry «RAM: 8GB + 4GB Extended RAM
- «ROM: 128GB
Snapdragon® 680 Processor
vy

vivo V23e
128GB
256GB

14T 28T B [Mriight hadom)
Body 1SLETT4 28174t [urehins s, Surhine Gl

AMOLED

Display JERCIC TR
Badd-inch

wiFrant S0P AF | Rear GENIP AF &
BRAP i + P macm
130T B et Front: main /2.0 | Rear: main 11,73
wide-angle f/2.2 macro (2.4

: 4050mAh
EENCUE o rging44W FlashCharge

«RAM: 3GBE + 4GB Extended RAM

Mem
ory «ROM: -128GB 256GB

Processor MediaTek GI6

vivo Y21T

Body 164.26x76.08x8.00mm
Weight: 182g

Displa 1600x720 (HD+
play by

Aperture ot {18 (M) . Rear
allSEl 1 sopr + 524 M) + 124 OMP)

. 5000mAh
CEUEWA  charging:18w FastCharge

+RAM: 4GB+1GE Extended RAM
ME’”‘OW «ROM: 128GE

Snapdragon® 680 Processor

vivo Y55

160.80=73.T0=E42mm
Body i

AMOLED

i 24001080 (FHD+)
Dlsplay Capacditive multi-touch
B.44-inch

Fromt 16MP AF | Rear S0MP+2MP+2MP
Camera Aperture: Frant 20 (16MP,
Raar 1.8 (SO0MP] + G724 2MP)+ f/Z4 (2MF)

- S000mAh
CEUCOE  cparging: 44W FlashCharge

«RAM: 8GB + 4GB Extended RAM
MB‘"\OW «ROM: 128GB

ot e

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | +2022,741 55{;1 5

.ﬁ

(/1my

MK )




IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:2,26,600 Rs:14,999

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm
CEE (567 x 2.81x0.321in)

T 6.5 Inches, Super Retina XDR OLED
BISTeIENY onaciive touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, £1.8, 26mm {wida), 1/2.56°

- 1dpm, disal pinol PDAF, OIE 12 MP
' camm o 2.0, 52mm fielophotc), U347, 1.0um, PDAF
, OIS, 24 apleal zoam 12 WP, (24, T3mm uliresidi)

=S G AndroidTM 9 Pie
z 6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
BIERIEV  Fuilscreen 1600720

Rear. 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Ftash
Front: B.OMP FF Seifie Camera

=ELC 5000mAh Battery

3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

Camera

H

130y

Mon-ramaovable Li-lon 3968
=10 mah battery (15.04 Wh) Charging
Fast 18W. 50% in 30 min

il Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
intomai 64GB

e
@

IWHMR )]

Face ID, acceleromeber, gyro, proximity, tha y
comgass, barometer, Sin natural sﬂnmt B Functlﬂns
fanguage commands and dictation
wd -
Oppo F21 Pro
Rs. 52,999
Oppo A5 - A Powerful A-Serles Smartphone B

Srmart tech Oppo is unveiling A96 to the markel Oppo s
launching & new handset of its A-serles of smartphones. The
coming smartphone of the company will be & mid-rangar and
will be launched in China soon. The newcomer will be named
an Dppo A96. The chipset that is going to power the upcoming
smartphone will be CQualcomm Snapdragon GB0 5oC, Thisis a

CAMERA PERFORMANCE

| OPPO K SONY (K709 Flanshin TN SPERVOIOC powerful chipset that handsomely handles all the specs of
= upper-ciass smartphones. To ghe more pawer to this Oppa's
Sielle Sensor 4500mAR Large Battery Ag8, there is a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core processor instelled under the
y L hood of this handset. The smariphone got the taste of the IFS
il ﬂ.l'lr;]l: gy b prl:FSb:ln Capacitive Touchscreen display which is exclusively made for
Bkeh Fla Pt Qualecrim Scto-Cora Processyt the devices of this brand, The screen size of this smartphona is
Wieralerts £.58 Inches, Oppo ASE's going to have a full HD display with a

resolution of 1080 x 2412 Pikels, The 5oC of the handsat is
paired with & gigabytes of RAM, The chipset and the RAM of
thi Oppo sharp AD6 will make the processing speed of the
phone lightning fast. The Internal storage capacity of the device
Is 128 gigabytes. This is enough storage capacity that will give
you enough space to place a huge amount of data for future

DESIGN Color0S 12

Fherghss-L eotne Diesign Incfusive Design use. The Oppo has got an Android 11 cperating system in A6,
OPRD Gl Snet SecLn The Smartphone has got a Dual Camera setup on the rear, tha
o Kt oaounRy main camera will be 50 megapixels and secondary camera is 2
Lbtro-Skm Retro Design Al GusluE megapikels. On the front-facing of the ADE, there is a 16
Lo o megapixels seifle eamera, The security of this device, to protect
Qi Light Srnort Nofificaticn Hiding your data it has an under-display, optical fingerprint scanner.

The A96 is fueled with a powerful battery of 5000 mAh
capacity. It means you can use the smartphone A96 for a long
period of tima, And also there i a fast battery charging in AS6
by Dppa. This coming up new Oppo ASG will be a competitor of
Samswng a5 the specs look quite impressive. _F_,v'

Oppo A76
Rs. 34,999

Redmi A1+

DppoATE- A Powerlul Mid-Ranges R
Smart tach Oppa Is unvelling A76 to the market soon. The Chinese

manufacturor Oppa is working on 2 now smartphone for its & B : oo
seried. The upeoming new handset will be a mid-ranger and it will .._i.'_lf"i.""l )
be launched in Malsysia. The newcomar will be named Oppo ATS. ) i

The coming smartphone will be powered by the Qualcomm SI’ﬂHI‘tph@ﬁE
SME2Z5 Snapdragon 630 4G (6 nm) chipset, this is a powerful
chipset that is used in upper-class handsets, The Oppo's ATE with

= LT o

this processor will provide the user with powerful resufts, The RE.'dITII ‘A‘] +
smartphone has got a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core processor under the

hood of this smartphone. Alsa, thare is a powerlul GPU of Adreno Rs_ 19 999
51 The Oppo ATE's going to have a 6.56 Inches big screen size £

and It will provide the user with full HD phes the rasolution of 720 x 2GE- 32GB

1612 Pixels. And there & an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
display that Is the latest one and well known for its cutstanding

resufts, This handset Oppo sharp ATE will be paired with a gigantic
RaM eapacity of § gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of

thie device show that it will enable the user to execute things
within seconds, The internal storage capacity of the smartphone is Lau nGhEd
128 gigabytes that are enough to store a huge amount of data for

future use. The Oppo is packing 8 Dual Camera in the back of ATE.
The main camera is 13 megapixels and 2 megapixels. The selfie

camera is B magapioals which will take wondarful pictures, The
upcoming new ATE got a side-mounted fingerprint sensar o @ L
protect your data from loss. And the battery of this A7S Is 5000 CFTA
m#h is plarted inside the belly of the new A76 which is encugh to F;*;';m"m
kewp running for almast one or bwo deys of active we. And also
thire s & fast battery charging of 33W in this new handset which is
calied A76 by Oppo. Mow Samsung and other smartphone Enjoy i Tt et
companies will be looking to bring features like the Oppo ATE, m:m

o
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X Mobile X7

Rs:8,299

Makia C1- Back with a Bang! ks
World Famous Nokia retums wilth G1, the phone with
higher specfications and better chances of survival In
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android 05, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2012, as soon as the hol summar ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
papularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
1 is going to be releasa with much boosted specs and
overhauted 05 for a betber user exparience. Earfer half
androéd half windows Smariphane series were
disappointing but this time Mokia C1's specs are pramising
as coming with front snapper of 5MP and rear mounted 5
MP lers that will hold a Carl Zeiss lans for belter imaging
and recording, Mokia will implement Androld OF 9.0 with a
teist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resufted in
a Tailed X serias but this ime we can expect a miracls a5
the company has embedded the new phone G with Intel
chipaet which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powarad by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants,
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5,45 inch
screen with 284 PPl density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back io life and reanter the smariphona
battle. The phone equips 16GE internal storage and
enctermeal card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Mokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 6% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmast smariphone aver
being offered in loday,s markel, Nokia C1 will ensure a
sarious comaback for the evergresn manufacturer, This
Phaone will definetly give tough tims to budgets
smariphonas of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawel, Nokia sharp C1 is geing to be launched in the
maonth of decamber 2019 by the chinese giants. g,

Sk e 1T

5.45"

HD+

Full Wiews
Heplay

SMAII D OW TC
ITHE FUTURE

0z

s J100/-

Realme C21
Rs. 19,999

_":.\

Realms G241 - A Mid-Rang Smanphons OF The Compary

Smart tach Realma is launching the C21 smariphona to the
markat. This Chinesa company presented the G20 in the
January of this year, and Featme will presant i successor in
thwee days. Mow all the specfications of this phone have
appearad on AllExpress, and even the price & known, This
smartphone will be Realma C21. The emarphons will be
powernsd by one of lhe latest chipsats available for
smariphanes in the market thal is called MediaTek Helio G35,
The now Realmae's C21 has gol a 2,3 GHz Octa-Core
processor undor the hood of this handsel. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 652 Inches screan size which is a big-
scraan display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscrean, and
this device Realmea C21's going to have a ful-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pxels. And also thers is a GPU of
PowerVR GEB320 in this upcoming device. Also, there s
screen protecton of Coming Gorllla Glaas 3. The upcoming
new Fealme sharp G2 is packing the upcaming smanphone
wilh 4 gigabyles RAM, which is B highast painl of RAM used
in this smartphone so you can say thal your phone i going to
run al a super-fast spoad because of ils powerful FRAM.
Rualme has got 64 gigabytes of storage in G221 which means
that the capacity of your data i unfimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Triple Cameara satup. Tha main sansor
of the emartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixals, 2
megapiels. The salfie shoolar in this phone C21 will be 5
megapixals o make taking selfes more easy and atiractive
with this new C21. The amariphone has got a powerful batbery
witich will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5000 maARh
battery in C21 by Realme thal will carry suppor for Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and other tnch gianis will face
sanious compelifion when this Realma G221 will releasa.

!
Honor 20 Pro
Rs5.99,999
Honar 20 Pro- The Handset You Wil \;ii_s;;:r Hava 3

& Honaor s going to release 20 Pro in the near future, This

b will be the upcoming flagship of the company, Aftar

| launching tha 10 sarias, the Chinesa fech giant was
expaciod o improve echnology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something differant. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memaory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will coms
packed with the powerful chipset In the world of
smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin S80. This will
also ba used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the T nm
chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Hanor with this T nm Sol consumes less energy and
prevides high-class performance, The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of inbernal slorage. Honor Pro will have a §1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD# resclution. As
the camera sefup s concerned, Like other fiagships the
Honar 20's Pro will fealure a rear triple cameara satup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary wil
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixeis and 2
Mega-pixal Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high guality thal is 32 megapixets, The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro’s The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh batiery, There will an side-maounted fingerprint
scanner, Most of the Japanese and Chinesa gianis are
crealing a healthy and compelitive marke! by producing

j smartphones for every type of customers from low budges
" to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also laking over olther smarlphone gianis, EF,
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X Mobile X2 Selfie

Redmi 10A

Redmi 10A

HMediaTek He
Octa-core Proce:

Nokia 2.3
Rs:14,900

"".\
Nekia 2.3 - ANew Enfry-level Smariphone i
Tech giant Mokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the |
2.2, The up-gradation |s taught to be net that significant. it is|
an antry-level smartphone with a wall-known chipset Thval
internal memary of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will|
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for fulurs |
use, The leaked informalion aboul the upcoming Nokia's 2.3
ensuras that it will support dual S5IM and will be avaiable in|
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color varants. Thae|
information leaked about the chipset of the new Mokia 2,25 |
confirms that i will be powered by the MediaTekdE™ s Halbo|
A22. Thia chipset will be used in place of 28nm Snapdragnn!
425, This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power 1o the Nokia |
sharp 2.3, Different variants of the phone will offer different|
ranges of FRAM and internal slorage. One of the models is|
packed with 2 ginabyies of RAM and Nokia |8 going to pack|
this new wpcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabyles u{l
internal storage. The ned varani will be avallable in 3|
pigabyies of RAM capacily and the internal storage of the|
phone will 32 glgabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may |
offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may |
algo become double. The batlery of the handsel is reduced by |
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will ba fusled with a 4000 |
mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lowaer side, sll|
you will have enough power to keep the handset on foes. The |
upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with |
an LED fiash that is placed just under the alone lens of the|
phone, The front-facing camera will be 5 megapixels, The 2.3
by Mokia has no fingerpant reader, As this i3 an entry-level |
smariphone S0 you expect a reasonable price lag. The|
company & now competiive encugh to challengs tugh-m'bedl
companies like Samsung by bringing smarlphonas fke Mokia|

23 )

Itel

Vision 1

&1, 11,999: =

Security:0.2 sec Face Undock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel

RAMROM:2GE RAM/ 32GE ROM

1.68GHz Octa Core Procaessor

15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Watardrop
Display (2.50 Curved)

4000mAh High Capacity Battery

Egtilrzr;_’igu.:ju

NEKIA ; T F:I:.-

See better in the dark
i just keeps getting better

Nokia 2.2

EcCoOmM

Biometric
Face Unlock

] W

5.71"" HOD+ Android 9 Ple
with Selfie notch

TIMF Rear
SMP Front Camera

RRP13,900|

2 GB RAM | 16 GB ROM

rRRP 14,900 |

3 GB RAM | 32 GB ROM |

S
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Processor; Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Corlex
-AT3 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Corex-A53)

5.9 inches, 1080 x 2180 pixels
18:5 Screen rabio (408 ppl denalty)
Sansors: Fingarprint (rear-mounted)
Aocaleramalar, Praximity, Compass

{Man-remavable Li-lon ), 3340 mah

(FEF )il
AN
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Oppo F21 Pro 5G

Rs. 84,999

&1154,999: =

L

Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-
AT3 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53)

Quad Camera: 48 MP, R2.0, (wide),
112", PDAF # 12 MP, fi2.2, 13mm
(uBtrawide) + 5 MP, f12.4, imacro] +
5MP, 2.2, depth sensor, LED Flash

[Li-Po Men remaovable), 4000 mah
- Fast battery charging 15W

(5 )=l I
ARSI et
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Oppo F21 Pro 53 - A Powerful Chipaet Phane -\I
Cppo is lavnching a new F21 Pro which has gol a moniker
5 at the end, The smartphone company Oppo ls unvellng
a handset in its F-sarias, the coming dewvice of the company
will be & high-end phone, A newcomer will be named Oppo
F21 Pro S5G. The smariphone will ba empowered by a
powerful chipsel called Qualcomm SME3TS Snapdragon
685 56 (8 nm). This is one of the latest fiagehip chipssets in
the markel, and Lo give more power to this Oppe’s F21 Pro
50 has a 2.2 GHz Octa-Core processor inside the handset.
The handset has gol AMOLED Capacitve Touchscrean and
thera is a blg screan size of 6.43 Inches, the users will anjoy
using this screan size. The smarlphone Oppo F21 Pro's
gelng to have a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400 Plels,
And also in this device, there is a powerful GPU called
Adreno 612 under the hood of this smartghons, The Sol of
the smartphone paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM means that
the upcoming smartphone F21 Pro 6G by Oppa is having fo
be wery fast in s executon. The internal storage 1s 128
gigabytes which is enough to store a hege amount of dala
for future vaage. The Oppo Pro 53 has got a Triple Camera
satup. The main lens of the setup will be B4 magapixels
abong with & megapixels and 2 megapixels, a lens to caphure
excellant photography. The froni-facing of Oppo F21's Pro
6G will be a single camera of 168 megapixels, The
smartphone has got an under-display, optical fingarprind
sansor 1o secure your data, The banuyoﬂha phamne is also
a massive ane. The smartphone F21 Pro 50 is fueled with
(Li-Po Non-remavable), 4500 mah ballery to gel enough
backup time and the smariphons got 8 Fast charging of
JIW. Now Samsung and other smariphone companses will
b looking o bring Teatures Be Pro 56,

24" colorful
display

n;.!,‘?‘?‘i‘f—

<] :Jofo]e]

Calme

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWVGA Screen
5.0 inches

1950 mAh

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GB Free
microSD Card (supports up 64GB)
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Infinix Note 8 n
Rs.29,999 Remi Note 11

Octa-cora (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex Redmi Note 11
-A75 + 6 ¥ 1.8 GHz Cortex-ASS) 90Hz AMOLED Pioneer

Snapdragon® &80

o Q0Hz AMOLED DotDhzplay

IPS LCD Capacitive Tt?uchsnreen 33w Pro fast charging
16M Colars, Multitouch

7.0 Inches

Quad Camasra: G4 MP, (wide)
, 11,737, PDAF + 2 MP,
(macro} + 2 MP, (depth)

+ 2 MP, Quad LED Flash

{Li-Pa Non removable), 5200 mah BLE+1 280

- Fast batiery charging 16W L '43,999

= 32/64GB Builtdin, 2M3GE RAM
microSD Card, (supports
up to 256GB)

124058 Buili-n, 68 RAM
micro3D Card, (suppodts up to 256GB)

Infinix Zero 8

G:E!VE EIRST EVEE SMASTOHONE ASSEMALED AND MANUEACTUSED |M.OAMISE AN
A= in just2;149/- Rs. 36,999

| Octa-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Corfex-
Rl 476 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

PRESENTING

FIGRTER

KX

= ; 6.85Inches, IPS LCD
(510150 capacitive Touchscreen,
. 16M Colors, Multitouch

Quad Camara: 64 MF, (wida),
11.72°, PDAF + B MP, {ulirawida],
! 104.0% + 2 MP. 2.4, {macro) +

2 MP, 2 4, {dapth), Quad LED Flash

] (Li-Po Mon removable), 4500 méah
Standbyupto 26 days
Talktime:upta 38 hours

BLUETOOTH

128GE Built-in, 8GB RAM
microS0 Card,
{suppaoris up to 256GE)

i Acceleromater, Compass, Face Unlack,

www  gfivepakistan.ocom

Redmi 10C

Redmi 10C

Snapdragon® 680 |
Large 6.7 1" display

VGO Tel

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPL: Mall-400 MP

12.7 em {5.0)
Sensors ; Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

2500 mAh (Li-lon Battery)
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CAMON 18 Premier

Rs:59,999

Tecno Spark 8C 4GB
R=:30,999

™
Tecno Camon 18 Premiar - Mid-Ranger Of The Tecno

Tecns is launching its allbnew Camon 18 which has gol a
maniker Pramier at the end. The Chinese company Tecno is
working on the now smarlphone, which was spotted on
Google Play Congole. The coming phone model numbser is
TRCNO-CHS, and it wifl be called Tecno Camon 18 Premier.
Tha smartphons will be empowersd by a powarful chipset
called Helio G396 Sol. This is one of the |atest chipsets in the
market, and to give more power to this Tecno’s Camon 18
Prermier |t has an Octa-Core processor inglde the handset,
Tha handset has got AMOLED Towchscresen and thera is a
big screen size of 6.7 Inches, the users will enjoving using
this acreen aize. The smariphone Tecno Camaon 16's going
to have a full HD plus resclution of 1080 x 2400 Pxels. Also
Im this device, there is a powerful GPU called Mall-G5T
under the hood of this smariphone. The SoC of the
smartphone paired with B gigabyles of RAM means thal the
upcoming smartphone Camon 18 Premier by Tecno s
having to be very fastin its execulion. The intamal storags is
256 ghgabytes which |5 enough to store a huge amount of
data for future usage. The Tecno 18 Premisr has got a Guad
Camera selup. The main lens of the setup will be B4
megapixels along with 12 megapheels, and 2 megapixels,
tha lans fo capiure axcefent photlography. The front-facing
of Tecno Camon's 18 Premier s loaded with a 32
megapixals front-saifie camera setup. The smariphone has
gol a fingerprint sensor ko secure your data, The battery of
the phone is alse & massive ona. The smariphone Caman
18 Premier is fusled with (Li-Po Non-removabile), 4750 mAh
ballery lo get enough backup lime and the smariphone gota
Fast charging. MNow Samsung and other smariphone
companies will be looking to bring features e 18 Pramier,

e

,\I
Tecno Spark 80 4GE - A Spark-Series Phone

Tecno is introducing a new Spark 8C which has got a moniker
4G8 atthe end. The smartphone company Tecno s unveling
a new dovice in ils Spark sedes. The upcoming smariphane
will be laurched in September this year, the caming handaet
will be a mid-range device, The newcomes will be caled
Tecno Spark BC 4GB, This device got & Chipset of Unisoc
TEOE to give more power fo this device and i has an Ocola-
Core processor inside the phone to make the device ultra
fast Also, there s a GPU of ARM Mall-G5T under the hood of
this Tecno's Spark 8C 4GB. Tha coming device has gota 6.6
Inches big screen size and |t will provide the user with ful HD
plus the resolution of T20 x 16812 Pixels, The new Teono
Spark 8C's going to hawve an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscrenn display that is the lest one and well known for
its outstanding results. Thia handset will be paired with a
gigantic RAM capacity of 4 gigabyles. The chapsat and the
RAM capacity of the Spark 8C 4GB by Tecno show that it will
enable the user to executs things with the coming handaet
wilhin seconds. The inlemal storage capatity of the
smartphone [s 128 gigabytes that are encugh to store a huge
amaount of data for future use, The Tecno BC 4GE will come
equippad with a Dual Camera setup. The main sensor of the
handset will be 13 megapixels, and another one is 8 QVGA
sansor. The selfie shooter of the smartphona will ba 8
megapxeis. In this upcoming new Tecno Spark's 5C 4GB,
wou will find a rear-mounted sansar to protact your data from
lose. The battery of this upcoming new smarphone Spark 80
AGE is 5,000 mAh to give full-day use o the esers, also there
Is & Battery charging 10W. This handset BC 4GE will give
thraugh time 1o ils competitors ike Samsung and olhers,

Tecno Camon 19 Pro

R=:49. 999

Tecna Camon 13 Pro - New-Seres Of Smariphones i
Tecno |s working on a new Caman 19 which has got a
maomniker Pro at the end. Chinese manufacturer Tecno is
launching a new sarias of smartphones. Last yaar Tecno
has unveded Camon 18 series, now lhe company is
preparing its succassor which will be cafled Tecno Camon
18 Pro. The new smartphone will be powersd by the
MediaTek Helio 396 chipset, This is a powerful chipset that
will empower the upcoming smartphone Tecno's Camon 19
Pro to provide the user with high-end pedformanca, and
also there is an Ocla-Caore processor under the hood of this
smariphone, The upcoming new Tecno Camon 19 golng
fo have 6.8 Inches which is 8 massive screen, and io
provida the user with full HD plus the resofution of 1080 x
2460 Pixels. And lhers is an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display, also there Is a powerful GPU of Mak,
The new Camon 1% Pro by Tecno is having an upcoming
smariphone with B gigabyles RAM, which is the highest
point of RAM used in this smartphone so you can say that
wour phone is going to run at a super-fast speed becauses of
its powerful RAM. Tha buit-in slorage capacity of tha Tecno
19 Pro is 258 gigabyles which means (hal Ihe capacity of
wour data is unlimited. On the rear of the smariphons, there
is 8 Triple Camera sefup. The main sensor of Tecno
Camon's 19 Pro will be 64 megapixels, 50 megapixels
along with the Al senscor, The selfie shooter of the phone will
be 32 megapixels. For this purpose upcoming smartphone
Camaon 19 Pro is having a side-mounted fingerprint reader
to secure the data on the smartphone and only allow the
authorized person. The device will be fueled with a Maon-
ramovable Li-Po 5000 mah battery that will carry support
for Fast charging of 33W,. Samsung and other tech gianls
wili face serious competition when the coming smartphone
18 Prowill releasa. .

2
Tecno Camon 19 Neo
R=s:40.999
Teeno Camon 19 Meo - The Mid-Ranger Y

Tecno is working an a Camon 18 which hes got a moniker
Mo al the and. The company is launching a new
smartphone in s Camon series. The newcomer will be a
budgel-friendly phone and will be named Tecno Camon 19
Meo. The amariphone gof 8 Chipsst of MediaTek Helio
GES5 which is the most powerful chipset and 1o give mora
power o this handset there is an Octa-Core processor
Inside the Tecno's Camon 19 Neo to make the device ultra
fast. Also, there 15 a GPU of Mall under the hood of this
smartphone. The display screen size of the smariphona is
6.8 Inchaes and It will provide the usar with full HD plus the
resolution of 1080 x 2450 Pixels. The new Tecno Camon
1%'s having an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen display
that ia the latest one and well known for its outstanding
rasulls, The hardsel will be pained wilh a gigantic RAM
capacily of 6 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity
of tha Camon 19 Neo by Tecno show that it will enable the
user to execute things with this smartphone within
seconds. The internal storage capacity of the smartphone
Is 128 gigabyles which is enough lo slore a huge amount
of data for future use and the device gol a micraBD
dedicated slot. On the rear of the Tecno 19 Meo, there 15 a
Triple Camera setup. The main senaar of the handsat will
ba 48 megapixels, 2 megapixels, and 2 megapixels. The
selfie shooter of the phone is 32 megapixeis, to make
taking selfies saser and more attractive. The Tecno
Camon's 19 Meo is having & side-mounted, oplical
fingarprint reader to secure the data on the smartphona
and anly allows the autherized person, The Caman 19
Meo will be fusled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5,000 mah
battery thal will carry support for Fast charging. Samsung
and other tech giants will face serious competition when
the coming 19 Neo will relexss,

S

Huawei P30
Rs: 89, 999

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,56,300

~

Hugwel P30 - Terminalor Series! N
Omce again Huawei surprised with F30 intro which ssems
too early but yel sources are claiming thal this new phane
I developing and soon it will be available in the market.

o if tha give info is correct then Huawei P30 i5 not too Far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones, Huawas P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole sades of
smartphones that gonna loughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huaweai PA0's unigue
dasgign will beal #s rivals and gonna rank @n higher class
easdy. Mate series of this brand is still in pipefine and yet
they have created hype thal Huawel P-series P30
amartphone is on ks way too. Display of the phone s 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED louchscreen which s
capaciive and smooth for screlbng. Huswel has decded
fo equip the display of the P30 with FHD resalution and
we will see 2 1080 x 2340 display ralle used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone s consist of 128
GB and slorage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional 50 card with & capacity of 256 GB 50D card.
In leday's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for martphones that's why the new F30 s coming with
friphe camara selup on the back and as usual this camera
getup I8 going to beat everyone In its class due to s Al
technology which is parfact in every way. P30 gonna coma
up with single 32 MP lens on the front asmed with Boken
effect used to biur the background of the focused object.
Artificlal Intelligence ks also used In front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use It intolbgence to mprove the guality of the piclure
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawsi P30

150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
(5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33 in)

= 6.1 Inches,Liguid Retina
B EEV] IPS LCD capacitive

touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wida), 1/2.55"
Camera , 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, 015
12 MP, 12,4, 13mm (ulirawide)

Standby:N/A

Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Faca 10, accelaromealar, gyra, progmity
(E=EHIEE] | compass, barometer, Sid natural
language commands and dictation

I5 Kirin 980 which is best chipsel yel available, _/J
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MeMOBILE

e TAKE YOUR CHOICE -

Months Warranty Approved Models

L-786 L-105

144ch Disghay 144"k nch Dy
Dusl Sima Supportsd ?""" Gz Supporied
200rnAH B 0mAH Batiery
oy m':ﬁu Wireless FM Radio
Smart Led Torchiight St L Bt

White Call / Black Call Opdon

White Call I Black Cal Oplion
2ty Phona Dook Call Dpbon

Cinty Pae Bock Call Oplian

MAGIC SMART

POWER

1.8%Inch Dheplay 1.6 Inch Diaplay 1.E°Inch Display
3000 Baltery 1200rnAH Bablary A000mAH Batiery
B Poagrful Speaker Powerful Spesioer Powariul Speaiar
‘Wireless FM Radio ‘Wireless FId Radio Winsess FM Radio
) Smart Camara @ Smert Camara Smarl Camera
‘White Cal / Black Call Dplion gl Whils Cal | Black White Cal ! Black Call Option
Erua inoth Dialer Call Qption Blue toolh Dialer

Cmity Frioma Book: Call Option Biua etk Dialar
Cinty Fhane Book

Caall Owalion

Ointy Phane Book Call Opfice

POWER
PLUS

1.87rch Display
Dual Gims Supparbed
J000mAH Battery
‘Wireless FM Radio

Whike Call ! Black Call Dpiion
Blue ool Disler

Only Phone Book Call Opich

1.8%Inch Dasplay
3 5ims Supparted

1200mAH Batiary

Wireless FM Radio

‘White Call { Biack Call Option
Biue ool Dialer

Only Friane Beok Call Optian

L-106 L-787 L-108

1.8%Inch Display 1.8%Inch Display 1.87Irch Display
1200maH Battery Dual Sims Supporied Duwl Sims Supparted
Wireless FM Radio 1200mAH Battery 1200maH Batbery
Winile Cal | Black Call Cplicn Winsleas FM Radia \Wireless FM Radio
Blus tooth Dialer Wihite Call ! Black Call Opson \White Call f Black Call Option
Ority Phane Boak Call Option Blue toth Disler SRS v Call / Black Call Dpbion Bilue fonth Diger

Only Phone Book Call Option SR i1 1o0th Dialer Only Phona Book Call Opaon

e iy Fhore Biock Cal Opdon

POWER
3000pro

247nch Display

I00mAH Ballery
Poweriul Big Spaaker
Wirede=g FM Radio

Smart Camers

‘White Call ! Black Cal Oplion
Biue foath Diafer

Only Phonsa Book Call Diption

POWER-4 HUNGAMA

2 47Inch Diaplay
00ImAH Batiary
Powartul Big Speaker

Wiredess FM Radio

Smeat Camers

‘While Call ¢ Black Call Oglicn
Blue tooih Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Oplion

Wribe Call / Efack Cal Ciption
Bl hoaih Dialer
Oy Phores Baok Call Oplion

www.memobile.pk Pakistan 1st Online Activation 15 Months Warranty Phones  FoliowUson @ © & &
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Importer Mame Brand | o e
FUTURE TECH APPLE | 159 204,871
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD APPLE | -
CORETECH APPLE | 5
M5, NIZAM ELECTRONICS APPLE | -
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE |
SMART TECHMNOLOGIES APPLE | =
YELLOSTOME TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 1 -
AGILITY LOGISTICS PRIVATE LIMITED APPLE | - k
EXPERT TRADERS APPLE 1 120 100,623 §
ORIENT ENTERPRISES APPLE | 50 53,351 m
_PENTA INTERNATIONAL APPLE | 50 53,252 r
APPLE = - =~
APPLE A28 342,776 \ :
— _APPLE — e S i -
b coDE 1= 8,000 686372 “E~_
DIGIT 4G ! 4,000, 160,339
HUAWEI = - (hh“ﬂa
P HUAWEI b= - -] x i)
INFINIX | 37,500 4,371,540 k
_CARLCARE SERVICE {PVT.) LIMITED e INFINIX 24 BEE
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX | i PI'.
M/5.ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX | - —
TRANSSION TECNG ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX | 52,000 5,787,438 *
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION [PVT) LTD ITEL | 3
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL | 8 169 *
INOVI TELECOM {PVT.) LIMITED ITEL | 20,040 910,683 h
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL s -
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE]) LIMITED KOOBEE .
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED LT -
ENERCOM TECHNOLODGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED MAXFONE | %
ADVANCE TELECOM MOKIA | .
M/S ALCATEL LUCENT PAKISTAN LIMITED MOKIA -
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA 10,000 1,026,475
OPPD MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAM (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO -
EXERT TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO 47,000 7,077,510
IMPEL TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO o
THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE oPPO i
ROCK MOBILE {PRIVATE) LIMITED ONE PLUS 1 -
AS. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED DUKITEL 1 -
M/S TRADELINK INTERMATIONAL REALME | o
ANTPOWER TECH [PVT.) LTD REALME 1 -
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME | 2
Logistics Propel REALME |
AR LINKE COMMUMNICATION SAMSUNG -
& PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD _ SAMSUNG 1 __ 2 -
SAMSUNG | - 300 16,626
SAMSUNG ! 31,130 13,262,430
SAMSUNG | =
SAMSUNG _ | = 2
SAMSLING z
SAMSUNG _ x
= SAMSUNG (i -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION [PVT) LTD TECNO | 21,720 2,221,434
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTROMNICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO | 56,580 5,317,490
INOVI TELECOM PYT LTD TECND | =
CARLCARE SERVICE {PVT.) LIMITED TECNO | 2 20
VIVO ELECTRIC (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO | .
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE] LIMITED VIVD | 77,007 8,722,617
S5H TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL | .
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LUMITED VNUS | =
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION [PVT) LTD HIADMI | Z
ALPHA PRECISION IMPEX (FRIVATE] LIMITED X1ADMI | -
BEST CELL OPTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED X1A0MI | 3
CABNET TECHNOLOGY KIAQNMI | -
CORETECH KIAQNI | -
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIADMI | -
NANO TECHNOLDGY SOLUTIONS XIADNMI | -
PHONEZO IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED KIADMI | -
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE] LINMITED KIADMI | 92 300 5,601,719
SMARTLINK TECHNOLOGIES KX1ADMNI 1 -
TECH SIRAT [PRIVATE) LIMITED XiaOh | =t
KIADMI PAKISTAN{PRIVATEJLIMITED KIADMI | -
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES [PRIVATE) LIMITED KIADMNI 1 -
Zhongxing Telecorn Pakistan {Pvr.) Lid. ITE | = |
M/S UNITED MOBILE ZTE -
APPLE 807 | 754,873
| D CODE — 8000 686,372
_DIGIT 4G — 4,000 160,339
_HUAWEI - I I oo TR
INFINIX I 89,524 10,159,645
ITEL 20,048 910,852
KOOBEE | i A
LT 1 -
MAXFOMNE | s :
MNOKIA | 10,000 1,026,475
OPPO | 47,000 7,077,510
ONE PLUS | 2 3
OUKITEL | . "
SAMSLUNG | 31,160 13,279,056
TECNO | 78,302 7,535,004
vivo | 77,007 8,722,617
VNUS | i :
VGOTEL | -
REALME | - -
MIAOMI | 92,300 6,601,719
ZITE

| Total
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ral n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Taloearimiimcanen Lit:

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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8MP | Gme
SMP | &me Huge 5000mAh (typ) Powerful and efficient

battery processor

10W in-box charger

Supports expandable storage

o

Redmi 10C

Snapdragon™ 680 |
Large 6.71" display

Snapdragon® 680
6nm energy-efficient
processor

Up to 2.4GHz

OFFICIAL FPARTMNERS

Redmi A1 Plus

8MP dual camera
Fingerprint sensor

Rear fingerprint
sensor

5000mAh battery

Supports 18W fast
charging
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- 8GB + 8GB Extended RAM
- 44\W FlashCharge
- 5OMP Triple Rear Camera
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