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Quick loan apps fleecing
poverty-stricken
Pakistanis

Unemployment, depreciating fnances, and record inflation forced a number of people 1o
download these instant loan apps to make ends meet hassle-free. The trend of instant loans is
moving on a steep trajectory of growth in the cash-smapped country while people continue 1o
fall for such sham platforms to get financial help without going through a regular procedure.
The Cabinet Division warned against fi apps data, The SECP

restricted the digiral lending platforms from taking coercive measures for recoveries and barred
thent from shifting borrowers' data outside of Pakistan.

AMH“

4

Inovi Telecom exports 120,000 ‘Made in

17 Pakistan’ handsets under PTA regulation

vivo creates unforgettab[é
moments for global fans at
FIFA World Cup

Groundbreaking of Jazz 5G
18 Innovation Lab at NUST held

/ING: STRONGER TO(

Maaks to operate Pizza Hut,
Burger King in Pakistan

Nayatel & Huawei celebrate a
23 decade of business together




X1a0Mml Smart Band 7 Pro
Be sleek, Be distinguished

1 6 Bl Giant 1.64" rectangular 1 New band faces,
@ AMOLED screen + New attitudes
1 1 0 + fitness modes, Built-in GNSS Battery 12 Days battery Life

Supprts 110+ Sports Modes A
Life

X130Mml Smart band 7
Step up your style

Additional Features

O ® ©Q # 0O O
O

Incoming call Unlock my phone Notification* silent mode Flashlight
notification*

0O ® ® O
Find my phone Countdown kitchen timer Weather Warnings to get
timer forecast up more often
Always-on display, gentle on your eyes
-y
o Smartlink
Technologies

OFFICIAL PARTNERS

[=] ey [s]
[=]¥:




ya
O,
72,
C
O
I
Ee
=,
O
=
>
F
2
=R
L
S

Y,

December 15, 2022 - January 15, 2023

l.ditor’s

to remain a
challenge in

2023

The year 2022 has been a difficult year for Pakistan for it brought
serious challenges on the economic, political and climate fronts.
Economically, every passing year has been leaving more and more
problems for the masses particularly the middle and poor segments
of society. But last year was exceptionally painful for the people and
its woes are trailing the new year. It is so much so that people find it
hard to buy normal kitchen items like onions, ginger, tomatoes, pulse,
vegetables, ghee and fruits and many others of daily use. Despite the
Price Control Prevention of Profiteering and Hoarding Act, 1977
holding the field, hardly any firm, manufacturer or seller appears to
strictly follow the law and is given to raising prices of the commodities
at whim and choice. The government needs not retain the relevant
departments if they have failed to control price-hike and hoardings in
the country. Now it seems the 2023 year will be more tough and hard
for the masses. Even the prices of gas and oil have been jacked up too,
adding to the financial burden on the poor.

Politically, the past year saw a transition of executive and military
leadership as the Prime Minister and the Army chief was replaced.
Former premier Imran Khan was ousted in a no-confidence vote amid
much political uproar which triggered unabated chaos in the country.
New Army Chief General Syed AsimMunir took over after former
chief General QamarJavedBajwa completed his second stint in the
office.

The effects of global climate change were seen as catastrophic in
Pakistan. Eight million people were displaced and became climate
refugees as a result of record flooding during the monsoon season.
These refugees were obliged to leave their homes, livestock and almost
all belongings to save themselves from flash floods which submerged
the areas from the mountains of Karakoram to coastal belts. Prior to
the floods, Pakistan was hit by historically devastating heat waves and
forest fires. The consequences of the climate sounded environmentally
damaging and added to the country’s economic woes.

Pakistan has been struggling with a fragile economy for years.
The Covid-19 pandemic and the new wave of global economic crises
coupled with record inflation made 2022 an even tougher year from
the economic point of view. Inflation is currently at 14.9 percent with
escalated fuel and commodity prices. Foreign reserves are the lowest
of the past four years and the stock markets showing an overall bearish
trend. These challenges seem insurmountable given the past year but
they may not be so. Despite many difficulties, the people of Pakistan
have shown resilience. They have numerous reasons for hope as they
also enjoyed good times in 2022. They included, but are not limited to
the following: Covid-19 cases kept on declining as all restrictions were
gradually removed and Pakistan had an exit from the FATF Grey List.
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Parents’ role in women’s education

I am the first girl from my whole tribe to have acquired
higher education. I earned a master’s degree in English from
the University of Karachi and am currently preparing for
the examination to be part of the Central Superior Services
(CSS). All this has been possible only because of my parents
who defied the conservative norms of the tribal society and
supported me through thick and thin.

Ours 1s a tribe where it is believed that women may become
morally corrupt if they get education, especially higher
education. Tribal elders believe that the only purpose of a
woman in society 1s to marry, raise children, cook food and
wash utensils confined to the home. Therefore, it is ‘unwise’
to spend money on their education which, they think, amounts
to wasting money. I am blessed to have parents who stood
by my side. I urge all parents to show the same spirit and let
their daughters acquire education to enable them to realize
their dreams. We must not deprive our daughters of what is
as simple as the basic right to education.

Nazmeen Khan, Karachi

Unjustified increase model bazaar
rent

Another increase of Rs2,700 in the rent of the Johar Town
Model Bazaar when the double increase made last year had
already stunned all stallholders of the bazaar. It is against
what has been written in official policies laid down to
promote the welfare of small-scale entrepreneurs.

I wonder how one can pay Rs10,000 rent to the management
when the total investment in the enterprise is only Rs15,000?
The bazaar management knows just to accumulate money
and pass the entire burden on to the shopkeepers.

The bazaar hardly has customers on weekdays, and business
mostly takes place on Sundays due to the adjacent Sunday
bazaar which fetches people to the area in considerable
numbers. And it is on Sundays that the bazaar needs better
security arrangements, especially on the back side where the
car-parking lot is situated. The security guards deputed there
often remain inactive in their duties owing to lax supervision.
The relevant authorities should look into the issue, asking the
model bazaar’s management to facilitate the vendors instead
of harassing them through various means.

Hussain Khan, Lahore

Dilemma of exporting sugar and
importing sugar

Some things never change in this country. Over the years,
Pakistan has faced double jeopardy; first paying a subsidy to
export estimated surplus sugar production, only to import it
later at higher international market prices. Even when Pakistan
1s up against the worst economic crisis, with the possibility
of default and an escalating debt crisis haunting the country,
once again ECC has given approval to the sugar mill owners
to export their ‘surplus’ product.

Special interest groups and vested interests of a few, more
powerful than the state, seem to prevail again as they have
been doing for decades in this country. Other than the JKT

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

group, who refused to blackmail, the sugar cartel refused to
buy sugarcane from farmers, unless permission was given
for exporting sugar, which they claimed to be in surplus.
The sugar mills owned by foundations, which enjoy tax
exemption, should not have joined this cartel, which refused
to buy sugarcane from farmers.

Malik Tarig Ali, Lahore

Real estate boom

Pakistan’s real estate market is fraught with opportunities for
real estate developers. The real estate sector has received a
lot of funding in the past year. But now it seems to be facing
a low compared to the boom that was witnessed earlier.
However, it does not mean that all hopes have gone for real
estate developers. There are a few simple strategies in the
real estate business that can help them survive and even
sustain for a longer period of time in future. Understanding
some concepts will enable the developers to continue with
the progress in their business. One of those concepts is the
real estate gap funding, which has been a topic of exploration
by real estate developers such as AAA Associates.

Real estate gap funding is the temporary funding that an
investor provides until a permanent solution is available for
the company. It is up to the company to use this funding
as capital expenditure for operations or marketing. But the
question is what incentive does it provide for the investor?
As compared to other loans the gap funding costs are higher.
Therefore, the return on investment in gap funding is higher
than the project. This makes it a profitable option for investors
as well. There are many investors out there who are willing
to fund a viable project.

Pakistan’s economic conditions at least in the business
sector might get better due to the exit from FATF Grey List.
Therefore, international investors might also be encouraged
to invest in different sectors in the country. Therefore, it is up
to the real estate companies to get as many possible options
for funding. Real estate businesses are expanding on the
globe and the sky is the limit.

WaqasAsmat, Islamabad

Stray dogs in Jubilee Town

I am a resident of Jubilee Town, Lahore where a number of
stray dogs are found roaming about without any check. Many
times stray dogs bite women and even children, especially at
night time.

As per the report, around 40,000 people suffer dog bites in
Punjab annually but the government is not taking any major
steps to make the treatment and vaccination easily available
in the province.

While World Rabies Day was observed in the province, no
effective measures have been witnessed to prevent attacks by
stray dogs. The treatment for the victims 1s also expensive.
There is only one major dog bite centre active in the province
and the hospitals are facing a shortage of rabies vaccines. A
dog bite is the main cause of rabies but the authorities do not
appear to give adequate importance to preventing it.

It 1s being urged that the government look into the matter
and send a special squad to kill stray dogs around the Jubilee
Town area because many people do not come out of their
homes even to shop or go for necessary jobs.

Dr Khadim Hussain Rai MazharulHaq, Lahore

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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akistan’s energy sector needs investments
ranging from $62 billion to $155 billion
until 2030, according to a report titled
“CAREC Energy Outlook 2030”, recently
released by the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

The energy investment needs until 2030 vary
with estimates ranging from $62 billion to $155 bil-
lion. The most significant investments are required
in the power generation and energy efficiency sec-
tors because of the rapidly growing demand and
low baseline efficiency, the report added.

One of the objectives of this report is to present
a detailed overview and analysis of future energy
market trends in Pakistan. For this purpose, three
areas were developed considering the country’s reg-
ulatory framework, technological development and
consumer preferences.

The three areas include business-as-usual (pro-
jected energy supply and demand, with the current
energy system and policies), government commit-
ments (projected energy supply and demand, con-
sidering individual priorities of the Government
of Pakistan) and Green Growth (projected energy
supply and demand, considering enhanced energy
transition and environmental policies).

In all three areas and scenarios, the largest in-
vestments are needed for the development of the
country’s hydropower capacity, ranging from $11
billion to $26 billion, the report added.

Investment needs for wind and solar energy are
expected to reach nearly $12 billion in the BAU sce-
nario, $36 billion in the government commitments
scenario, and $57 billion in the Green Growth
scenario, which illustrates the country’s ambitious
plans for harnessing its large renewable energy po-
tential.

Moreover, in accordance with the country’s
targets for nuclear power generation, investments
needed for the expansion and rehabilitation of nu-
clear facilities account for nearly $12 billion in the
BAU scenario, $21 billion in the government com-
mitments scenario, and $31 billion in the Green
Growth scenario.

Generation rehabilitation and expansion are the
investment categories estimated to require the larg-
est share of the total, ranging from 60 to 75 percent,
or $38 billion to $115 billion, varying across scenar-
ios. The second biggest category is energy efficien-
cy measures on the consumption side, requiring $12
billion in the BAU scenario, almost $21 billion in
the Government Commitments scenario, and over
$26 billion in the Green Growth scenario.

The modernization and expansion of the power
and gas grids and the introduction of advanced me-
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Pakistan needs up to
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solar energy are expecte

reach nearly $12 billion in the BAU scenario, $36 billion in the
governmentcommitmentsscenario,and $57billioninthe Green
Growth scenario, which illustrates the country’s ambitious

plans for harnessing its large renewable energy potential

been completed yet.

In the current framework, sector-specific poli-
cies are developed by relevant authorities. For in-
stance, the alternative energy policy is developed
by the AEDB, whereas the power generation policy
is drafted by NEPRA.

tering equipment require
investments of approxi-
mately $13 billion to $14
billion.

To further unlock Pa-
kistan’s energy market
for private companies,
the report also proposed
addressing several chal-
lenges.

It said one of the key
challenges is the lack of
clarity regarding the cat-
egorization of resources.
For example, although
hydropower is generally
considered a renewable

The energy investment needs
until 2030 vary with estimates
ranging from $62 billion to $155
billion. The most significant
investments are required in the
power generation and energy
efficiency sectors because of
the rapidly growing demand
and low baseline efficiency, the
report added

This not only creates
uncertainty  regarding
the long-term direction
of sector development
but also leads to unnec-
essary bureaucracy and
delays in project imple-
mentation.

China is already the
biggest investor in Green
Energy in Pakistan. Cur-
rently, out of the $144
million in foreign invest-
ment in solar PV plants
in Pakistan, $125 mil-
lion is from China, ac-

energy TIesource across
the world, the Alternative and Renewable Ener-
gy Policy has categorized hydropower sources as
non-renewables. Considering the 30 percent re-
newable energy target in 2030, it would be hardly
possible to reach this level only via wind and solar
PV sources. If hydropower were to be included in
the definition of renewable energy sources, it would
make reaching the stated target and introducing
stronger competition more realistic.

Another challenge is the lack of a detailed ener-
gy plan for the energy sector. Although the National
Energy Policy has been approved, the correspond-
ing division of roles in policymakers who would as-
sign policy areas to all relevant stakeholders has not

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

counting for nearly 87%
of the total.

Thanks to Chinese investments, a few weeks ago
Federal Power Minister KhurramDastgir Khan in-
augurated two new wind energy projects in Jhim-
pir, Thatta District, Sindh, with an aim to produce
cheaper and clean electricity through indigenous
energy sources. Wind projects in this region have
been one of several renewable energy projects to
have received Chinese investment in recent years.
Around 90 kilometres from Karachi, Jhimpir is the
heartland of the country’s largest ‘Wind corridor’,
which has the potential to produce 11,000 mega-
watts (MW) of energy from green resources.

Another major development took place in Wind
Energy promotion when Beijing-based multination-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

al wind turbine manufacturer, Goldwind Corpora-
tion launched the first-of-its-kind Solution Factory
in Pakistan. The Solution Factory aims to develop
localized solutions for Pakistani wind power plants.

Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif recently an-
nounced the quick installation of 10,000 MW of
solar energy throughout the country to lessen reli-
ance on imported fuel. Experts believe that China
will play a big part in installing solar power projects
as it has previously installed a mega Quad-e-Azam
Solar Park.

Furthermore, China is also building the cheap-
est solar material, therefore domestic and commer-
cial consumers prefer Chinese solar kits in Pakistan.
Regional Sales Manager of Longi Solar, Li Xiaop-
ing said that “we will focus on the distributed solar
power in Pakistan by providing more solar panels
on roofs for residents as well as industrial and com-
mercial buildings.”

The company is also customizing the operation
and maintenance of solar devices amid high tem-
peratures, which plagued Pakistan this summer, to
adapt its goods to the escalating climate change.

There will be measures in place to protect the
solar gadgets when a flood occurs after the predic-
tion and alert of extreme weather conditions. In
mid-2022, the Power Division of Pakistan decided
that the 300 MW imported coal-based power facil-
ity at Gwadar will be abandoned, to replace it with
a solar project.

China has also been investing in the Pakistani
hydro power sector for the last several years under
CPEC and otherwise. According to a recent report
in Pakistani media, China is prepared to assist Pa-
kistan with cleaning its Tarbela Dam using steel
straws. Chinese firms will be clearing silt from
the nation’s largest reservoir using a 120-meter
steel rod. m
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anadian company Barrick Gold Corpo-

ration has signed a final agreement with

the Federal and Balochistan govern-

ments to restart operation at the long-
stalled RekoDiq gold and copper mining project in
the country.

The deal, which is effective from December
16, 2022, came days after the Supreme Court of
Pakistan declared legal the out-of-court settlement
signed in March 2022 between the Government of
Pakistan and international firms Barrick Gold and
Antofagasta.

According to the out-of-court agreement, the
$11 billion penalty imposed by a World Bank ar-
bitration court in 2019 on Pakistan, as well as the
other liabilities will be waived off, thereby ending
the long-drawn dispute to let the development of
the RekoDiq mine in Chagai District restart.

Barrick Gold said the reconstitution of the Re-
koDiq project has been completed following the
favourable opinion by the Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan.

One of the largest undeveloped copper-gold
projects in the world, RekoDiq is owned 50% by
Barrick, 25% by three federal state-owned enter-
prises, 15% by the Province of Balochistan on a
fully funded basis and 10% by the Province of Ba-
lochistan on a free carried basis.

Barrick president and chief executive Mark
Bristow said the completion of the legal processes
was a key step in progressing the development of
RekoDiq into a world-class, long-life mine which
would substantially expand the company’s strate-
gically significant copper portfolio and benefit its
Pakistani stakeholders for generations to come.

“We are currently updating the project’s 2010
feasibility and 2011 feasibility expansion studies.
This should be completed by 2024, with 2028 tar-
geted for the first production,” Bristow said.

“With its unique combination of large scale,
low strip and a good grade, RekoDiq is expected
to have a life of at least 40 years. We envisage a
truck-and-shovel open pit operation with process-
ing facilities producing a high-quality copper-gold
concentrate. We expect it to be constructed in two
phases with a combined process capacity of 80 mil-
lion tonnes per annum.”

RekoDiq will be a major contributor to Paki-
stan’s economy which is expected to have a trans-
formative impact on the underdeveloped Baloch-
istan province where, in addition to the economic
benefits it will generate revenues for the national
development. The mines under the projects will
also create jobs, promote the growth of a regional
economy and invest in development programs. The
province’s interest in the mine will be fully funded,
which means that Balochistan will reap the divi-
dends, royalties and other benefits of its 25% share-
holding without having to contribute financially to
its construction and operation.

“RekoDiq’s ownership structure is a further
manifestation of Barrick’s commitment to forge
partnership with its host countries and communi-
ties and to share the value our operations create

Free download: flare.pk
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RekoDiq ‘Fiasco’
ends as Barrick Gold
signs final deal with
Pakistan
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One of the largest undeveloped copper-gold projects in the
world, RekoDiqis owned 50% by Barrick, 25% by three federal
state-owned enterprises, 15% by the Province of Balochistan
on a fully funded basis and 10% by the Province of Balochistan

on a free carried basis

where in the group, Barrick prioritizes the employ-
ment of local people and host country nationals.
Bristow said Barrick already had the indus-

fairly with all our stake-
holders,” Bristow said.
“We're making sure
that Balochistan and its
people will see these ben-
efits quickly. Starting early
next year, Barrick will im-
plement a range of social

try’s best gold assets and

“We are currently updating the the addition of RekoDiq
project’s 2010 feasibility and
2011 feasibility expansion
studies. This should be

would promote its copper
portfolio into the world-
class league, accelerating
the company towards its
goal of creating the world’s
most valued gold and cop-

development programs pri- completed by 2024, with 2028 per mining business.

oritizing the improvement
of healthcare, education,
vocational training, food
security and the provision

targeted for the first
production,” Bristow said

It may be noted that
in July 2022, ex-Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail
and Barrick President and

of potable water. Our in-
vestment in these areas is expected to be around
$70 million over the feasibility and construction
period. In addition, RekoDiq will advance royal-
ties to the government of Balochistan of up to $50
million until commercial production starts.”
During peak construction, the project is expect-
ed to employ 7,500 people and once in production,
it will create around 4,000 long-term jobs. As else-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Chief Executive Mark
Bristow said that they shared a clear vision of the
national strategic importance of the RekoDiq cop-
per-gold project and were committed to developing
it as a world-class mine that would create value for
the country and its people through multiple gener-
ations.

RekoDiq is one of the world’s largest undevel-
oped copper-gold deposits. An agreement in prin-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ciple reached between the government of Pakistan,
the provincial government of Balochistan and Bar-
rick earlier this year provides for the reconstitution
and restart of the project, which has been on hold
since 2011.

Ex-Finance Minister Miftah Ismail said the de-
velopment of RekoDiq represented the largest di-
rect foreign investment in Balochistan and one of
the largest in Pakistan.

“Like Barrick, we believe that the future of min-
ing lies in mutually beneficial partnerships between
host countries and world-class mining companies.
The RekoDiq agreement exemplifies this philoso-
phy and also signals to the international communi-
ty that Pakistan is open for business,” he said.

Subject to the updated feasibility study, Reko-
Diq is envisaged as a conventional open pit and
milling operation, producing a high-quality cop-
per-gold concentrate. It will be constructed in two
phases, starting with a plant that will be able to
process approximately 40 million tonnes of ore per
annum which could be doubled in five years. With
its unique combination of large scale, low strip and
a good grade, RekoDiq will be a multi-generational
mine with a life of at least 40 years. m
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the project to install the gas processing plant at Jhal Magsi with
a tentative completion timeline of June 2024

Senate panel has shown serious con-

cern over the non-recovery of Rs 449

billion Gas Infrastructure Develop-

ment Cess (GIDC) from the influen-
tial sectors and has recommended the government
evolve a mechanism for the swift recovery of the
dues. The Senate Standing Committee on Petro-
leum, which met under Senator Mohammad Ab-
dul Qadir, was informed that 18 per cent of the
country’s total daily gas production is being sup-
plied to the fertilizer sector at the cheapest rate of
less than $2 per MMBtu.

“The cheapest gas is not being supplied to
domestic consumers but to the fertilizer sector,”
Director General Gas Abdul Rasheed Jokhio told
the Committee.

“Fertilizers seem to be the favourite sector of
the Petroleum Division, and is, therefore, not be-
ing questioned,” Abdul Qadir said. The Chairman
Committee remarked that in this situation, the
most successful business in Pakistan is to set up
a fertilizer factory. The Committee was informed
that 750 mmcfd of gas is being supplied to the fer-
tilizer sector per day at $2 per MMBtu.

The Committee noted with concern the gov-
ernment’s failure to collect GIDC from influential
industrialists.

The outstanding dues against various sectors
stand Rs 448.86b in GIDC, an official of the
Petroleum Division told the Committee. Due to
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lack of interest by the Petroleum Division, GIDC
money is not being recovered, Senator SadiaAb-
basi said.

The Committee learned that captivate power
plants owe more than Rs 54.33 billion and the
CNG sector owes more than Rs 82.25 billion as
cess to the national exchequer. The fertilizer sec-
tor has to pay Rs 171.32 billion in the form of
feed, while it has to pay more than Rs 19.73 bil-
lion under the head of fuel. The general industry
GIDC outstanding dues are more than Rs 20.88
billion. The textile industry has to pay more than
Rs 22.95 billion, IPPs have liabilities of more than
Rs 4.57 billion, WAPDA Gencos owe more than
Rs 6.10 billion, K-Electric is in default of more
than Rs 39.18 billion while Pakistan Steel Mills
owes Rs 2.66 billion.

Senator Mohammad Abdul Qadir also offered
that we are also ready for legislation in this regard
if and when required to expedite the recovery pro-
cess. Certain members of the Committee noted
that the figures quoted were misleading and that
in order to ensure that the consumers are not over-
charged it was imperative that the matter is inves-
tigated thoroughly. The Committee was of the
view that a break-up of all companies that have
benefitted from the recoveries to be submitted for
further probe. Clarification for alleged false fig-
vres would also be given in the next meeting.

Chairman Committee asked what strategy the
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government has made to resolve the issue?

Secretary Petroleum said that the government
has established a committee under the chairman-
ship of the finance minister to look into the GIDC
issue. He further said that the government is work-
ing on a new law related to GIDC which will be
brought to Parliament for approval in a month.

“Why Petroleum Division is not doing any-
thing to collect dues from the fertilizer industry
and K Electric?,” Senator Fida Muhammad asked.

“Why GIDC amount not being recovered
from KE?,” Chairman Committee asked. Man-
aging Director Sui Southern Gas Company said
that they are facing difficulties in recoveries due to
lawsuits of K-Electric. K-Electric has received this
amount from the public but it has not been paid to
Sui Southern yet, MD SSGC added.

Discussing progress on Jandran, Saruna and
JhalMagsi gas fields, the chairman Commit-
tee opined that some 20-30 years ago these gas
fields were discovered but still, no concerted ef-
forts were made to utilize such gas fields. Lame
excuses of viability, law and order situation have
been usually made to delay the projects which are
the assets of the nation. The Committee directed
the Petroleum Division to provide details of such
projects monthly and expedite work on such proj-
ects to meet the requirements of oil and gas of the
country.

The Committee learned that the five wells
were drilled in Jandran Field, however, two wells
were tested dry. Work on three wells has been sus-
pended and requires work with the rig for comple-
tion. In July 2022, MS SNGPL expressed inter-
est to take Jandran Gas, further correspondence
is in progress. The Committee stressed the need
for the matter to be expedited and asserted that
the matter, if needed, must be taken up with the
Prime Minister. Regarding Saruna Gas Field, the
Committee was informed that it has a gas reserve
of one TCF. OGDCL is making all-out efforts to
obtain security clearance for the work. The re-
connaissance of well marking was carried out by
OGDCL under an arrangement made by Sardar
Akhtar Mengal. He agreed to help on the condi-
tion that FC will not be engaged. This has caused
a rift and meetings are being held with Southern
Command and Chief Secretary Balochistan. In
JhalMagsi Gas Field SSGCL consented to the
laying of the pipeline subject to the allocation of
100 per cent JhalMagsi gas to SSGCL. As per the
directive of the Prime Minister, OGDCL has initi-
ated the project to install the gas processing plant
at JhalMagsi with a tentative completion timeline
of June 2024.

Taking up the issue of oil theft from the main
gas pipeline of the country with special reference
to Sindh raised by Senator SaifullahAbro, the
Committee was informed that SNGPL has re-
moved 9710 illegal taps and SSGC 9047 rubber
pipes from registered consumers in Karachi. Two
dedicated police stations are being established to
investigate similar cases related to gas theft.

As per the directive of the Prime
Minister, OGDCL has initiated
the project to install the gas
processing plant at Jhal
Magsi with a tentative comple-
tion timeline of June 2024

The committee directed to provide the details
of illegal use of compressor pumps and who are
backing their use.

Regarding theft of oil from the main pipeline,
PARCO informed the Committee that state own-
ership and political will is important to deal with
the issue. Legal amendments in this regard were
stressed as well. The Committee directed the
company to provide details of cases reported in
the last 40 years. m
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obile users in Pakistan spend less than

a dollar per month which is the lowest

in the world. As per a report by the

Global System for Mobile Communi-
cations Association (GSMA), the Average Revenue
Per User (ARPU) in Pakistan is less than $1, making
it one of the lowest in the world. The global ARPU is
$8, while in Pakistan inflation has reached its highest
level in 47 years.

According to the Association’s report, rising op-
erating costs due to currency depreciation and high-
er energy prices have implications for the industry’s
economic health. In Pakistan, the telecom and mo-
bile phone industry are affected by increasing infla-
tion and decreasing spending power of consumers.

Two mobile operators reported a combined loss
of around Rs. 50 billion ($226 million) during the
first quarter of the fiscal year 2022.

Pakistan lags behind other South Asian coun-
tries in several indicators regarding mobile internet
adoption and usage. The wider coverage gap in the
country, as compared to neighbours, highlights the
non-infrastructural barriers to mobile Internet adop-
tion.

According to the report, in Pakistan, mobile in-
ternet users are 22 percent as compared to 29 percent
in Bangladesh, 53 percent in Sri Lanka, and 46 per-
cent in India. The usage gap in Pakistan is 56 percent
whereas it is 69 percent in Bangladesh, 42 percent
in Sri Lanka, and 53 percent in India. In Pakistan,
the coverage gap is 22 percent as compared to two
percent in Bangladesh, five percent in Sri Lanka, and
one percent in India. According to GSMA, South
Asian countries have recently implemented reforms
to support the sustainability of the mobile industry
and accelerate the adoption and use of mobile inter-
net services.

In September 2021, India introduced some re-
forms regarding the telecom industry which helped
in the success of the 5G auctions in July 2022 and
the rapid rollout and adoption of 5G services.

In March 2022, Bangladesh auctioned 2.3 and
2.6 GHz spectrum to operators with a fixed base
price and a spectrum license term of 15 years.

The fee payments are staggered over 10 years,
giving operators flexibility with long-term finan-
cial planning. Similarly, to support operators, spec-
trum fees are charged annually by the Bhutan Info-
Commé& Media Authority (BICMA), rather than
issuing upfront assignment fees. The report recom-
mends reforms to the government of Pakistan in tax-
ation, telecom equipment import duties, spectrum,
and licensing roadmap for the telecom sector.

It recommends reviewing and freezing the forex
rate for license-fee payment, staggering license-fee in-
stallments over 10 years, and reviewing policy-man-
dated levies, such as universal service funds (USFs)
and research and development (R&D) contributions.

The Pakistan telecom industry has been seeing a
decline in the average revenue per user (ARPU) for
some time now. The ARPU has been around 1-1.20%
for the last 10 years, and there is a decline of -12.2%
in the last 10 years.

The telco ARPU has been declining because of
many factors, including competition, price wars, in-
creased adoption of smartphones, tax implications,
and increased data consumption, on top of it Paki-
stan’s macroeconomic situation and Pakistani rupee
devaluation against the dollar, making it worse for
the Telecom industry to sustain its ARPU in Dollar
value.

Social platforms like Facebook with advertise-
ment revenue as the main income source had sig-
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Pakistanis lowest in
spending on mobile
internet in the world

_

Pakistan lags behind other South Asian countries in several
indicators regarding mobile internet adoption and usage. The
wider coverage gap in the country, as compared to neighbours,
highlights the non-infrastructural barriers to mobile Internet
adoption

nificant growth in ARPU over the last 10 years.
Facebook’s Average revenue per user from Asia—Pa-
cific market grew from $0.56 in DEC’11 to 4.89%
in DEC’21, which means Facebook has 4X ARPU
in comparison to Telco ($4.89 Vs. $1.08) just from
Ad-revenue providing free services to their users
while monetizing user data through advertisement.
Telco ARPU is expected to shrink further with

higher smartphone penetra-

mobile connections. Pakistan also scored 39.8 in the
GSMA’s latest Mobile Connectivity Index, com-
pared to an average of 45.7 for South Asia. National
and provincial policymakers and the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA) are playing a vital
role in increasing access to high-quality connectivity
and digital services, as well as cultivating inclusion,
e-commerce and entrepreneurial spirit. Mobile will
be at the core of Pakistan’s

tion and changing macro- S0jg] platforms like Facebook mdustrial - development

econormic situation whereas

and the wider evolution to

Facebook ARPU is grow- with advertisement revenue as a2 knowledge-based econ-

ing by an average of 19% on

omy characterised by an

an annual basis for the last the main source of income had openness to trade, a fair tax

five years and is expected to

regime and a supportive

grow further with grow’ing Slgrliﬁcant gI'Othl il’] ARPU OVET business environment. The

smartphone and data pene-
tration. It is high time that

the last 10 years

outlook shows clear poten-
tial, but authorities must

the telco industry should
also think to shift its focus from a subscription mod-
el and identify ways to better monetize its consumer
base while creating a win-win situation.

Pakistan is an emerging mobile economy, with
digital technologies beginning to transform the way
people live and work. For many citizens, digital plat-
forms have become the primary channel for access-
ing public and private services — a trend particularly
evident in the retail, transport and banking sectors.
However, Pakistan still has a sizable ‘coverage gap’
and lags behind peers in certain areas; for example,
mobile broadband6 accounts for less than five in 10
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together lead the necessary
action to realise key societal, economic and digital
ambitions.

The GSMA represents the interests of mobile
operators worldwide, uvniting more than 750 op-
erators with nearly 400 companies in the broader
mobile ecosystem, including handset and device
makers, software companies, equipment providers
and internet companies, as well as organisations in
adjacent industry sectors. The GSMA also produces
the industry-leading MWC events held annually in
Barcelona, Los Angeles and Shanghai, as well as the
Mobile 360 Series of regional conferences. m
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Proper facilities
can make Pakistan
tourlsm hub in World
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Swat Valley, Hunza Valley, Yarkhun Valley, Phander Lake,
Broghil Valley, Kalash Valley, Khunjerab Pass and many more
parts of our country remind Furopean tourists of Switzerland.
The snow-clad peaks surrounding the valleys present an
attractive sight for tourists. Yet, the tourism sector lacks the
proper attention of the government. As a consequence,
Pakistan gets a poor number of foreign tourists

his is a century of tourism, scientific and

technological knowledge, and exploring

world history. Developed countries pro-

vide attractions and facilities to tourists
who would like to visit their lands. Tourism is,
in fact, fast becoming a flourishing business and
it helps earn valuable foreign exchange. It pro-
motes the economy of the country, as well as ties
different nations with each other and inculcates
a feeling of brotherhood between them. Pakistan
has undoubtedly huge fine resorts for excursions,
sight-seeings, historical places and abundant nat-
ural beauty. Swat Valley, Hunza Valley, Yarkhun
Valley, Phander Lake, Broghil Valley, Kalash Val-
ley, Khunjerab Pass and many more parts of our
country remind European tourists of Switzerland.
The snow-clad peaks surrounding the valleys pres-
ent an attractive sight for tourists. Yet, the tourism
sector lacks proper attention from the government.
As a consequence, Pakistan gets a poor number of
foreign tourists.

In many countries, tourism resorts are of one
nature only. In our country, due to different cli-
mates, we have assorted types of spots that abound
with the wealth of natural scenery. There are high
mountains with snow-covered peaks. The K-2 peak
is the second highest in the world and the Nanga
Parbat is the sixth-highest summit in the world.
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There are ice or glacier fields in Gilgit which pro-
vide excellent opportunities for winter sports. We
have natural lakes in the midst of high mountains —
SaifulMulk in Kaghan valley, and the Sat Para and
Kachura Lakes in Skardu are among the visit-wor-
thy lakes of the world. Pakistan also has the valley
of Kaghan, nearly 13,589 feet above sea level and
it is 95 miles long. A new resort, Ayubia has been
built housing all residential facilities for tourists.

Pakistan is naturally wealthy in attractive
sceneries and with historical places worth seeing;
monuments of Buddhism, old monasteries, Moen-
jo-Daro, Harappa and Taxila. Pakistan offers op-
portunities to tourists who have an interest in birds
and wildlife. In our forests, we have some beasts
and animals which are very rare elsewhere. What
is lacking, is a sufficient projection of these all
tourable places at the international level. Almost
90% of the population of GB is directly or indi-
rectly dependent on tourism for their livelihood.
Therefore, the Government of Pakistan should
promote tourism with sufficient publicity. There
should be more facilities, good hotels, comfortable
surroundings, and proper transport to the taste of
the tourists. The government should also launch an
e-portal for visitors® bookings. Pakistan Tourism
Development Corporation (PTDC) needs to strive
best to promote tourism.
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The government needs to devise an effective
policy and reframe the entire setup to explore the
tourism potential of Pakistan and attract the maxi-
mum number of foreign tourists to the country.

“Despite all magnetism and opportunities in
the tourism sector, the inflow of foreign tourists is
far less than the real potential. It is very important
to devise and enforce a proper policy to remove
the bottlenecks and make Pakistan a hub of tour-
ism,” Mubarak Hussain, Chief Executive Officer
of Karakorum Explorers (Pvt) Ltd, said. He said
that the hospitality and tourism segments of the
economy were rapidly becoming the hot agenda
of countries around the globe to earn foreign ex-
change. “Many international organisations and
hotel chains are also offering attractive packages,
training, and opportunities to become a part of this
chapter of the economy,” he added.

There are multiple types of tourism including
eco-tourism, adventure tourism, archaeology and
heritage tourism, etc. Fortunately, every type of
adventure including paragliding, hunting, and ski-
ing, yachting is available in Pakistan for tourists.
Mubarak Hussain said that quick visa processing
for tourists, swift approval of No-objection Certif-
icates (NOCs) concerning hunting gears and ship-
ment of trophies, approval of NOCs for mountain
climbers, security, economical but quality hospital-
ity services, safe travelling facilities, easy exchange
of money, well-trained tour operators and guides
could attract more tourists to the country. “These
days, air travel towards any destination in the
world is the fastest and easiest way. Inadequate in-
frastructure, ineffective policies and low standards
of hospitality are the major issues to be checked.
Proper maintenance and preparation of tourist
destinations are also important,” he said.

He said that special economic airfares should be
offered to tourists. The government must announce
effective but easy-to-follow policies to make Paki-
stan a hub of tourism. “In this way, not only a lot
of entrepreneurs will step into this industry, but a
lot of job opportunities will also be created,” he
added. Pakistan can generate a handsome amount
of foreign exchange from the tourism and hospital-
ity sector by removing the bottlenecks. In the year
2020, the total value of the tourism and hospital-
ity segment of the economy in Pakistan was $20
billion. Aftabur Rahman, Managing Director of
Pakistan Tourism Development It is projected to
grow at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR)
of 3% by 2026. In the year 2021, Pakistan earned
$18 billion from the tourism industry, which con-
stituted 2.7% of the total GDP growth. Pakistan
was ranked 83rd in the Travel and Tourism De-

In many countries, tourism
resorts are of one nature
only. In our country, due to
different climates, we have
assorted types of spots that

abound with the wealth of
natural scenery

velopment Index 2021. Corporation (PTDC), also
stressed the need to remove the irritants to boost
the tourism sector in Pakistan. “The world has
opened up once again after the pandemic. For the
development of the tourism industry in the coun-
try, it is important to reframe the whole setup and
draft a proper policy,” he said.

He said that the removal of all irritants is very
important and very soon PTDC was going to take
the initiative by introducing a new and proper tour-
ism policy. The stakeholders in the tourism and
hospitality sector need to collaborate with each
other. “All this is to rethink the new dimensions of
tourism which are not just focusing on economic
growth but also aimed at inclusive growth for the
long-term benefits of the people of the country,”
said Aftab. m
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Inovi Telecom exports 120,000
‘Made in Pakistan’ handsets
under PTA regulation

By

Py

Inovi Telecom is the first to export locally manufactured mobile phones in large quantities
outside Pakistan. CEO Inovi Telecom thanked and appreciated PTA for the active support and
for taking measures to help bolster the mobile industry

e export ceremony of locally manufac-
tured mobile phones by the PTA authorisa-
tion holder, Inovi Telecom, was held at the
PTA headquarters recently. The ceremony

aimed to mark Inovi Telecom’s achievement of ex-
porting one hundred and twenty thousand (120,000)
“Manufactured in Pakistan” mobile phones of the
SEGO brand to the United Arab Emirates for Afri-
can markets.

g M E 5

The ceremony was attended by Member (Fi-
nance) PTA, Mr Muhammad Naveed; Member

(Compliance & Enforcement) PTA, DrKhawar Sid-
dique Khokhar and senior officers of PTA. CEO of
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Inovi Telecom, MrZeeshanMian Noor was also in
attendance.

PTA members also extended
their continued support for
developing a mobile device
manufacturing ecosystem in

Pakistan

Inovi Telecom is the first to export locally manu-
factured mobile phones in large quantities outside Pa-
kistan. CEO Inovi Telecom thanked and appreciated
PTA for the active support and for taking measures to
help bolster the mobile industry. Moreover, both PTA
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members also extended their continued support for
developing a mobile device manufacturing ecosystem
in Pakistan.

Inovi Telecom Pvt. Ltd was issued Mobile Device
Manufacturing Authorisation on 9th April 2021 in
accordance with the PTA mobile device manufactur-
ing regulation, 2021.

It is worth mentioning that the local manufactur-
ing plants have manufactured more than 18.14 mil-
lion mobile phones during the first ten months com-

pared to 1.29 million commercially imported phone
handsets. The local manufacturing plants manufac-
tured/assembled 1.44 million mobile phone handsets
in October 2022.
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Innovation Lab at NUST held

\

Congratulating Jazz, Mohsin Mushtaq, MoITT Secretary said this lab will play a pivotal role

= - - g

in helping us build an ecosystem to explore 5G-enabled use cases in Agritech, EdTech ete.
besides serving as a conduit for the interplay of technologies like Artificial Intelligence/Machine
Learning, Internet of Things, and Cybersecurity

ohsin Mushtaq, Federal Secretary
for Information Technology and
Telecom (MoITT) performed the
groundbreaking of Pakistan’s first

5G Innovation Lab at NUST powered by the coun-
try’s leading digital operator Jazz in collaboration
with Huawei. He was accompanied by Shiza Fati-

ma, Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Youth
Affairs, Muhammad Naveed, Member Finance
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA),
Kaan Terzioglu, VEON Group CEO, Augie K Fa-
bela, Co-Founder Veon, Aamir Ibrahim, CEQ, Jazz
along with other key ICT industry stakeholders.

4 L

By leveraging its high bandwidth, low latency,
and advanced security, the 5G Innovation Lab will
help researchers to work on potential use cases for
5G in the fields of Artificial Intelligence, Augment-
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ed/Virtual Reality and hi, healthcare, Industry 4.0,
agriculture, security, disaster management, enter-
tainment, and the public sector.

Congratulating Jazz, Mohsin Mushtaq, MoITT
Secretary said: “This lab will play a pivotal role in
helping us build an ecosystem to explore 5G-en-
abled use cases in Agritech, EdTech etc. besides

serving as a conduit for the interplay of technolo-
gies like Artificial Intelligence/Machine Learning,
Internet of Things, and Cybersecurity.”

Kaan Terzioglu, VEON Group CEO said:
“While our priority is to provide 4G for all, we
CEO Jazz Aamir Ibrahim said
that back in 2020 Jazz took the
lead initiative in 5G tests and
trials in a limited environment
and today they were taking it a
step ahead by developing Paki-
stan’s first 5G innovation lab in

collaboration with NUST

must also look at the future of communications
where 5G will have an important role to play. Jazz
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is making a major commitment towards innovation
in the country and exploring the potential of 5G to
help transform business and society. We set out to
empower our customers while enhancing the pros-
perity of the countries we operate in, and Jazz’s 5G
innovation lab aims to deliver both in Pakistan.”
Addressing the ground-breaking ceremony,

=57

CEO Jazz Aamir Ibrahim said that back in 2020
Jazz took the lead initiative in 5G tests and trials in
a limited environment and today they were taking it
a step ahead by developing Pakistan’s first 5G inno-
vation lab in collaboration with NUST. This part-
nership will help researchers, entrepreneurs, and

the academic world to better understand the oppor-
tunities, value and usefulness of 5G spearheading
the implementation of use cases for co-innovation
ecosystem development. =
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vivo creates unforgettable
moments for global fans at

FIFA World Cu

VIVO W 1mude the wonderful momultx
'_| of the final match during FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022™

During a difficult year when people have faced challenges across the world, vivo’s partnership
with FIFA helped to transcend boundaries and bring people together to share happiness and
build connections. The campaigns were launched in waves to ensure football fans across the
world shared unforgettable, passionate moments from the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

ivo, as the Official Smartphone and the only

fficial Sponsor of the FIFA World Cup

‘ ) Qatar 2022™ in the smartphone industry,

played an integral role in connecting people

across the world through its “GIVE IT A SHOT”
global campaign at the quadrennial tournament.

For the past month, fans have enjoyed exciting
football matches at the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022™ with 32 teams competing to make it to the
final on December 18, which Argentina won beating
France to claim their third FIFA World Cup™.

During a difficult year when people have faced
challenges across the world, vivo’s partnership with
FIFA helped to transcend boundaries and bring
people together to share happiness and build con-
nections. The campaigns were launched in waves to
ensure football fans across the world shared unfor-
gettable, passionate moments from the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022™,

Successful campaigns spark creativity world-
wide

During the tournament, vivo, a global leading
technology company, helped people spread happi-
ness and instilled a sense of togetherness for football
fans who wanted to capture the joy of the beautiful
game and special moments with friends, family, and
loved ones.

#vivoGiveltAShot gave the 10 most creative par-
ticipants the chance to win a vivo phone and a foot-
ball. It involved fans posting photos or videos with
vivo or football elements on Instagram accounts us-
ing #vivoGiveltaShot.

Furthermore, vivo alsohas the Fan Photographer
Program which invited special guests to watch the
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™ live at stadiums for
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to enjoy the match
closer than ever before.

The power of togetherness creates an unforget-
table festival

Bringing together the passion of football and mu-
sic, vivo connected global football fans through the
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FIFA Fan Festival TM. DJ Khaled Mamdouh and
DJ Cosmicat—two well-known DJs from the Mid-
dle East—performed to thousands of football fans

Besides, playing a key role in the successful host-
ing of the tournament, vivo provided industry-lead-
ing flagship smartphones to FIFA World Cup Qatar

Sponsored by vivo, FIFA Fan Festival™

— % brought global fans together during the urnament

over four different days during the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022™. The DJs, who were accompanied by
flag dancers, played classic hits and sublime remix-

#vivoGiveltAShot gave the 10
most creative participants the
chance to win a vivo phone and
a football. It involved fans
posting photos or videos with
vivo or football elements on
Instagram accounts using #vivo-

GiveltaShot

es to hype up the crowd, take the atmosphere to the
next level, and bring fans together through the power
of music and passion for football.
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2022™ staff to help their work with cutting-edge
technologies during the event.

“As the Official Smartphone of the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022™, we are proud of the important
role we played in the success of this historic sport-
ing event. Our cooperation with FIFA helps connect

fans around the world,” said Spark Ni, Senior Vice
President and Chief Marketing Officer at vivo. “Le-
veraging social media channels to break down barri-
ers, the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™ campaigns
were a huge hit with football fans of all races and
genders. We believe strategic sports marketing could
be an important channel for vivo to share its leading
smartphone technology and innovations to a wider
global audience.” As a brand that follows the mission
of “joy of humanity”, vivo believes that sports can
build emotional connections between brands and
users. vivo believes sponsorship of sports events and
activities strengthens vivo’s footprint across the globe
in line with its “More Local, More Global” strategy.
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lecno, partners attend launching
of Phantom X2 in Dubai

ecno Mobile, a subsidiary of Trans- At the launching ceremony, the strategic
sion Holdings, recently held a mega partners from Pakistan and management team
launch event in Dubai to unveil the of Transsion Holdings especially attended to
Phantom X2 series for the global mar-  grace the event.

ket as well in Pakistan. The Phantom X2 Series, which compris-

es Phantom X2 Pro 5G and Phantom X2 5G,
marks the brand’s bold entrance into the high-
end global smartphone market with a host of
groundbreaking features and outstanding per-
formance.

TECNO Flagship Product Launch 2022

PHANTOM X2 Series  TIECTIC)  MHiMsl  TELCTICO  PHANTOM X2 Series

PHANTOM X2 Series  TELTIO iy TECHI  PHANTOM X2 Series
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PTCL Group observes
UAF. National Day with zeal
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Hatem Bamatraf congratulated the UAE government, the Ambassador of the Emirates
to Pakistan, His Excellency HamadObaidAlzaabi and the people of UAE on the occasion

of their National Day

cake-cutting ceremony was recent-
ly held at PTCL Group headquarter
in Islamabad in connection with the

51st National Day of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE). President and Group CEO of
PTCL &Ufone, HatemBamatraf, along with the
top management of the company participated in

President and Group CEO
PTCL &Ufone also met H.E
Hamad Obaid Alzaabi, the UAE
Ambassador in Islamabad and
expressed his heartfelt good

wishes for the people of UAE on
behalf of the PTCL Group

the ceremony held to mark the cordial bilateral
ties and wide-ranging cooperation for growth and
progress between Pakistan and the UAE.
HatemBamatraf congratulated the UAE gov-
ernment, the Ambassador of the Emirates to Pa-
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kistan, His Excellency HamadObaidAlzaabi and
the people of UAE on the occasion of their Na-
tional Day.

President and Group CEO PTCL &Ufone also
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met H.E HamadObaidAlzaabi, UAE Ambassa-
dor in Islamabad and expressed his heartfelt good
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wishes for the people of UAE on behalf of the
PTCL Group.
The UAE and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
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enjoy a unique friendship that withstood multiple
tests. The scope of cooperation between the two
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Muslims continued to expand with the passage
of time and today it covers multiple fields. The
eternal and strong bilateral relations between the
two countries are based on brotherhood, mutual

feelings of the two nations, historical depth, geo-
graphicneighbourhood and shared interests. Paki-
stan highly values its ties with the Emirates so the
latter reciprocates. m
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Nayatel & Huawei celebrate a

s

decade of business together
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CEO ayatel WahajSiraj said we have been lucky that we have partnered with Huawei.

Huawei truly believes in Innovation because they are focused on R&D. Everyone buys
Huawei, because Huawei is a great brand. Together both companies need to work hard
and take calculated risks so we can create history together

ayatel and Huawei celebrated a decade

of a successful partnership at Serena

Hotel in Islamabad. The event was at-

tended by both teams and there was a
warm sense of partnership and accomplishment in
the air as they came together to celebrate a decade
long journey of two companies growing stronger
together.

Managing Director Huawei EBG, Mr. GaoWei-
jie gave the welcome address and talked about the
friendship between the two companies and how
they have become more like family over the last de-
cade. He announced a specially created commemo-
rative coin to mark this special occasion that would
be presented to the guests.

Mr. Ageel Khurshid, CTO Nayatel said: “Hua-
weil & Nayatel together did a lot of great things and
are still doing so, in these 10 years we built a great
trust and confidence in Huawei. Nayatel & Huawei

. both are customer centric and very innovative orga-

nizations, and because of these common attributes
we developed a strong bond between Nayatel &
Huawei.”

COO Nayatel, Mr. Saad Saleem said “Nayatel
started business with Huawei in 2012, we felt very
comfortable in dealing with a Chinese company, it
was the best decision we made. Nayatel was found-
ed on principles of Quality, Service, Passion and
desire to serve, and same are the values of Huawei.
Together the two organizations plan to build more
secure and stable networks for our customers”

“We have been lucky that we have partnered
with Huawei. Huawei truly believes in Innovation
because they are focused on R&D. Everyone buys
Huawei, because Huawei is a great brand. Together
both companies need to work hard and take calcu-
lated risks so we can create history together” said
Mr. WahajSiraj who is the CEO for Nayatel.

A milestone video showcased the last decade
which was appreciated by everyone after which a
celebratory cake cutting ceremony was held where
Mr. Gao Weijie (Managing Director EBG), Mr. Pan
Feng (new Managing Director EBG), Mr. Shahzad
Rasheed (CEO Cloud) and Mr. Faran Humayun
(Director ISP) were joined by Mr. Rashid Ali Khan

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

(Board member), Mr. Jahangir Khan (Board mem-
ber), Mr. Wahaj Siraj (CEO Nayatel), Mr. Khawaja
Saad Saleem (COO Nayatel) and Mr. Ageel Khur-
shid (CTO Nayatel).

Shields were distributed by
both teams, followed by the
Nayatel and Huawel manage-
ment teams signing an MoU for
a strategic partnership for the
coming years with an aligned vi-
sion to grow together as a family

Shields were distributed by both teams, followed
by the Nayatel and Huawei management teams
signing an MoU for a strategic partnership for the
coming years with an aligned vision to grow togeth-
er as a family.
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Meanwhile, Pakistan team, after securing second
position in the Huawei Information and Commu-
nications Technology (ICT) Regional Competition
2022 held in Muscat, Oman, would flex its muscles
in the Global Finals to be held in Shanghai, China
next year.

Vice President of Huawei Middle East and Cen-
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tral Asia Shunli Wang, in an exclusive interview
with APP, informed that the Pakistan team had con-
secutively been winning the Middle East Competi-
tion for the last three years. He was optimistic that
the Pakistan team could win the Global Finals.

Appreciating the Pakistan team’s performance,
he said there was a huge ICT talent in Pakistan as
12,000 students from 135 universities appeared in
the test while from the rest of the regional countries,
including Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Oman, United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, Jordon, Leba-
non, and Kazakhstan, only 7,300 students attempt-
ed the test this year.

He said that there was a good sense and knowl-
edge of ICT in the Pakistani students that’s why
they were gradually excelling in the rising technolo-
gy industry with confidence around the globe.

Shunli Wang said, “Huawei is committed to sup-
porting and nurturing young ICT talent in the re-
gion. Through this mega event, Huawei aims to em-
power the youth to advance their ICT skills, hence
contribute to the talent ecosystem, and support ac-

8 Huawer |
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celerating digital economies.”

He said that we believed in the power of open
collaboration with our partners in the public and
private sectors, alongside academia to nurture the
skills of the young ICT talents and encourage them
to participate in achieving the national goals and vi-
sions of their respective countries. m
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o tackle the dilemma of fraud and fake

SIMs in the country, the government has

launched the most advanced technique

called Multi Finger Biometric Verification
System (MBVS), as an enhanced version of the bio-
metric verification system.

The Telecom industry has started to issue SIMs
through an enhanced version of the Biometric Ver-
ification System (BVS) called Multi Finger Biomet-
ric Verification System (MBVS). This was revealed
at a ceremony held at PTA Headquarters for the
signing of the contract between the National Da-
tabase and Registration Authority (NADRA) and
Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs) after experi-
menting a smooth transition to the new BVS.

The BVS devices available at sale channels have
been upgraded to meet the requirements of the new
system through NADRA and CMOs. The new
system requires impressions of multiple fingers for
authentication and applicant antecedents while is-
suing new or duplicate SIM. Moreover, the control
for the choice of fingers for verification purposes
has been shifted from the seller representative to
the system which asks for two different fingers’ im-
pressions randomly. The implementation of a new
system will make the illegal use of fake fingerprints
impossible. The signing ceremony was attended by
Chairman PTA, Maj-Gen (rtd) Amir AzeemBajwa,
Chairman NADRA, Mr Muhammad Tariq Ma-
lik, Member (Compliance & Enforcement) PTA,
DrKhawar Siddique Khokhar, Additional Director
General FIA, and representatives from CMOs.

Chairman PTA, while lauding the untiring ef-
forts of CMOs and NADRA in the upgradation of
MBVS, said that the new system will prove a cata-
lyst in controlling the sales of SIMs issued illegally.

Speaking at the occasion, Chairman NADRA
said that MBVS has an immense potential to keep
fraudsters and scammers away. He said MBVS is a
smart solution which uses an indigenous smart al-
gorithm where the choice of the finger is proposed
by the system rather than prefixed finger positions.

“The MBVS will not only eliminate sili-
con-based fingerprints used for issuance of mobile
phone SIMs but also hamper the attempts to pur-
chase illegal SIMs. The new system will combat
fake SIM issuance, ID fraud, protect privacy and
strengthen the national security of Pakistan”, he
added.

MBVS has been made possible due to strenuous
and sustained efforts of the teams from PTA, NAD-
RA and CMOs. It is pertinent to mention that BVS
was implemented in 2014 in order to offer secure
online biometric verification for each SIM-related
transaction as well as assign a Unique Sale ID and
logging of each transaction so that the person re-
sponsible for misuse is identifiable. However, in or-
der to make the system uptodate and more efficient
as well as counter problems regarding SIMs issued
by using illegal means, MBVS has been introduced.

The new verification system will be helpful in
eliminating the use of SIMs obtained through ille-
gal ways in fraudulent financial transactions and
other criminal activities.

It may be mentioned that every year, thousands
of Pakistanis fall prey to slick-talking scammers
who make emotional pleas for money using the il-
legally secured SIMs.

Scammers across the country loot the public

by sending fake messages, emails, WhatsApp mes-
sages and phone calls. They arm themselves with
personal information about the families, i.e. names
of siblings, fathers, uncles, and others, as a way to
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MBYVS introduced to

make SIMs issuance
more foolproof
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Maj-Gen (rtd) Amir Azeem Bajwa, Chairman NADRA,
Mr. Muhammad Tariq Malik, Member (Compliance &
Enforcement) PTA, Dr Khawar Siddique Khokhar, Additional
Director General FIA, and representatives from CMOs

sound more convincing, but factually fleecing their
money.

New techniques and methods of financial fraud
have put the investigation agencies and relevant
departments into new trouble as they are accus-
ing each other of failing

2021. FIA recovered more than 60,000 fake activat-
ed SIMs, 6,700 Silicon thumb impressions and 3,000
Silicon sheets from different parts of the country.

Is it possible for any of the scammers to hack and
steal data from the National Database record? Most
IT experts said the mech-

to stop these scams as
scammers are coming up
with new methods.

For instance, the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency
(FIA) teams recovered a
number of silicon thumb

The new verification system will
be helpful in eliminating the use
of SIMs obtained through
illegal ways in fraudulent
financial transactions and other

anism of institutions is
secure and credible but
some individuals associ-
ated with these institu-
tions could be involved in
these criminal activities
and they share sensitive

impressions from fraudu- data with criminals who
lent groups during raids criminal activities are involved in these
which clearly showed crimes.

these scammers were us- Mobile companies’

ing new techniques for registering SIM cards. They
make silicon thumb impressions and use genuine
thumb impressions from innocent people by giving
them free mobile SIM cards. They then make sili-
con thumb impressions to use in their scam.

In April 2022, the FIA arrested a group involved
in fraudulent activities by issuing mobile phone

SIMs using fake biometric verification, which was
likely to be used for fraudulent activities.

Another report” revealed that more than 23,000
cases regarding financial crimes were reported in

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

data is being illegally sold in the market. In a near
past scam regarding Facebook user’s data it was
transpired the data was being sold on the dark web.
This scam was also highlighted in the media. How-
ever, it does not mean the security systems of compa-
nies are insecure. However, some individuals could
be involved in these criminal activities and they can
share data with irrelevant persons. User authentica-
tion and verification are crucial for online security
because the internet depends on trust. Booking ac-
commodation with a host, accessing your bank ac-
count, applying for government benefits, accepting
a new friend request on social media — millions of
online interactions and transactions take place every
day and they all are based on trust.

Over time, many authentication methods have
been developed to establish trust online: passwords,
PINS, secret questions, one-time passcodes via SMS,
and so on. Biometrics has become increasingly com-
mon because they offer a highly convenient, secure,
and inclusive alternative to oft-forgotten or stolen
passwords and PINs. This makes biometrics very
useful for online identity verification and authen-
tication. m
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lLasy money
skyrocketing proper

rates

The reasonis the real estate market has long been a safe haven
for investing billions and trillions of black money, which is part
of our informal economy. Almost every corrupt individual in
our society parks his ill-earned money in real estate. Besides
this, industrialists and business owners also prefer to park
huge amounts of untaxed money in real estate

akistan’s real estate market is continual-

ly growing and evolving despite inflation

and the high costs of doing business. The

prices of properties rise on a daily basis.
The poor and middle man never thinks of buying a
home or land for the reason of exorbitant prices of
the properties. The reason is the real estate market
has long been a safe haven for investing billions and
trillions of black money, which is part of our infor-
mal economy. Almost every corrupt individual in
our society parks his ill-earned money in real estate.
Besides this, industrialists and business owners also
prefer to park huge amounts of untaxed money in
real estate. This has transformed our real estate in-
dustry in the 21st century to make it an easy source
of hiding undeclared or black money.

In order to understand how real estate is the ha-
ven of black and grey money, let us assume that a
certain property has a market price of rupees one
crore but holds an FBR value of only 30 lacs. This
means that if you pay 30 lacs to the seller through the
banking channel and the remaining 70 lacs through
cash, you have successfully invested 70 lacsinto real
estate, which is ill-earned or untaxed. Now when
you sell the property after a certain number of years
and declare the extra money as profits, it will turn
your black money into white money.

Many top-notch housing schemes, apartment
buildings, and commercial projects are available for
living, investment, and business purposes. Despite
the immense growth, real estate scams and frauds
are also increasing. Nowadays, customers are still
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informed of suspected frauds or scams.

Real estate scams in Pakistan vary from false
promises to fake documentation, discount offers to
ownership frauds, and much more.

Nowadays, so many real estate agents are claim-
ing themselves to be authentic realtors. However,
not all are trustworthy. Many investors are trapped
in fake promises and offer given by unauthorized
real estate agents. However, these agents get a heavy
amount from innocent buyers in the form of book-

ECONOMY |

FLAREREPORT |

Investing in legal and NOC-approved housing
schemes is essential to secure your future. People
are aware of this fact, however, they get trapped by
fake or incomplete NOC documents. Sometimes,
the whole land of the housing scheme is not ap-
proved.

However, the builders and brokers show the
NOC of the approved area and give plots to buyers
in the unapproved area. Because of this, the posses-
sion of the properties is not delivered as they have
no proper documents.

Showing the false development status and prog-
ress instead of the actual condition is another com-
mon property scam in Pakistan. In some societies,
the developers show that construction and develop-
ment are going on at a fast pace. Hence, they be-
come persuasive to go in for that property from the
outlook of boundary walls, main gates, and roads.

Sometimes, the buyers find the development
work enough and consider such schemes ideal for
investment. But this is not right. The infrastructure
of society may appear developing but sometimes
the actual main works such as sewerage, electricity,
water connection, road levelling and more are not
taking place. Consequently, the buyers face delays
in property delivery or ownership even if there is no
problem with documents.

In a highly competitive real estate market, build-
ers are trying to sell out a large number of proper-
ties in the initial phase of their housing scheme to
fulfil their development and funding requirements.

For this, property scammers trick investors by
ensuring upcoming overvalued prices of the proper-
ty they want to sell. Real estate agents and builders
market their projects by assuring high investment
returns to lure buyers. They advertise and sell the
property by showing its fake market value.

The builders sometimes make fake and false
promises to the buyers at the time of selling prop-
erties and thus do not live up to them. This fraud
can be manifested in multiple ways such as by ad-
vertising false amenities, fake area views, appealing
discounts, etc. Some innocent buyers do not investi-
gate the actual status of society and are trapped by
the utopian world dreams shown by the developers.

This is another common and dangerous prop-
erty scam in Pakistan that usually people fail to
identify. Property developers or agents sell a sin-
gle property to more than one buyer through fake
documentation and other scamming tactics. This is
contrary to the law against reselling of the property.
Sometimes, the investors pay money for the proper-
ty that is already in someone’s possession and thus
face serious loss.

One of the common property scams in Pakistan
is fake possession promises or delays in property
delivery. The property scammers allure buyers by
promising ownership of plots at a specific time.

They do not deliver or give property ownership
because of not having authentic documentation.
Sometimes, the property does not exist in reality.
This scam happens to those who invest in a proper-
ty without visiting society to know about the physi-
cal existence of the land.

ing payments.

Many people trust the
agents without beforehand
probing about their repu-
tation and come across the

Despite the immense growth,
real estate scams and frauds

Real estate property
frauds are increasing, how-

ever, people get trapped
by scammers due to a lack
of professional guidance,

scam. Many builders and are also increasing. Nowadays, knowledge, and research.

brokers make false promis-
es to clients by way of of-
fering attractive discounts
on immediate bookings.

However, the scams are

customers are still informed of hard to identify and many
suspected frauds or scams.

people get affected by
them.

However, investors have to

face such scams due to ignorance and lack of in-
vestigation. False and unauthentic documentation
is among the most common property scams that
usually investors face. While buying property, the
builders and brokers issue fake property documents
to investors instead of original ones.

The buyers make deals and payments even
without getting the original documents which
leads them to various serious problems subsequent-
ly. Without the authentic documents, you cannot
claim the property as yours nor can resell it.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

When all prospects
seem fine and good, it is difficult to come across
the actual prospect. Keep in view the following as-
pects in mind while investing in real estate to avoid
property scams and frauds in Pakistan. You should
invest in societies that are legal and duly approved
by the concerned authorities. Hence, the society in
which you are going to buy property must be ap-
proved by LDA, CDA, RDA, MDA, SBCA, and
other concerned authorities. Instead of believing in
real estate brokers and developers, you must investi-
gate the legal status of society. =
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uick loan apps fleecin,
poverty-stricken
Pakistanis

Unemployment, depreciating finances, and record inflation forced a number of people to
download these instant loan apps to make ends meet hassle-free. The trend of instant loans is
moving on a steep trajectory of growth in the cash-strapped country while people continue to
fall for such sham platforms to get financial help without going through a regular procedure.
The Cabinet Division warned against fraudulent apps.gathering personal data. The SECP
réstricted the digital lending platforms from taking coercive measures for recoveries and barred
thent from shifting borrowers’ data outside of Pakistan.
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eople across the country held protests and
chanted slogans against the alleged online
app, Loan Shark, which stole their person-
al data in the name of providing loans on
very soft terms and easy installments. They appealed
to the government to immediately remove the appli-
cation from Google Play Store. Barwaqt Loan, PK
Loan, Easy Loan, Zeta Loan, AsanQarz, Udhar Pai-
sa, Credit Cat, Fast Loan, Easy Money, and B Cash
applications are among the fishy applications.

The Cabinet Division warned the fraudulent
apps gathering personal data. Various apps are found
on the Play Store/App Store such as Olivecash and
Barwaqt which offer to provide money with interest
and gather the personal information of users. Users
are advised not to download and share personal in-
formation on such apps.
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To take action against them, the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) restrict-
ed the digital lending platforms from taking coercive
measures for recoveries and barred them from shift-
ing borrowers’ data outside of Pakistan.

The SECP through circular no.15 has directed
the digital lenders that the borrowers’ data cannot be
stored on any cloud infrastructure outside the juris-
diction of Pakistan.

The Commission has also issued digital lend-
ing standards applicable to Non-Banking Finance
Companies (NBFCs) undertaking lending activities
through digital channels/mobile applications (apps).

The regulator has announced these measures
amid growing complaints from the public that the
digital lending platforms were involved in mis-sell-
ing, breach of data privacy and coercive recovery
practices.

The circular has been forwarded to licenced digi-
tal lending companies and placed on the SECP web-
site for public consumption and awareness.

The SECP has made it mandatory that the lend-
ing app display the summary of the Key Fact State-
ment (KFS) through a video/audio, screenshot and
email/SMS in both English and Urdu.

This move aims to ensure transparency and ease
of understanding, while the lending companies need
to stipulate minimum mandatory disclosures and
provisions, before loan disbursement to the borrow-
ers. These include loan amount approved, annual
percentage rates, tenor of loan, installments/lump
sum payment amounts with date, and all charges.
Any fee not included in KFS will not be charged to
the borrower.

At the same time to discourage non-licenced op-
erators, the licenced digital lender shall be required
to disclose its full corporate name and licencing sta-
tus on its lending platform/app, and ensure that any
advertisement and publication shall be fair and not
contain misleading information.

The SECP has also specified a comprehensive
grievance redressal mechanism over and above the
current NBFC grievance redressal framework.

Further, to ensure the confidentiality and privacy
of data, the digital lender will not be allowed access
to the borrower’s phone book or contact list, or pho-
to gallery, even if the borrower has given consent in
this regard.

The circular has restricted the lenders not to con-
tact the persons in the borrower’s contact list, other
than those who have been specifically authorised by
the borrower as guarantors and who have also pro-
vided their consent to the digital lender at the time
of loan approval.

Recently the Competition Commission of Paki-
stan (CCP) has taken notice of violations and decep-
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tive marketing by the mobile applications offering
nano personal loans and asked the aggrieved people
to lodge their complaints with the CCP in this re-
gard.

To discourage non-licensed digital lenders, the 1i-
censed digital lender shall be required to disclose its
full corporate name and licensing status (including
license number.) on its lending platform(s)/app(s),
documentation, materials and advertisements and
also provide its license status along with approval
granted by the Commission for the respective app to
Google Play Store and/or App Store.

The Digital Lender will necessarily make avail-
able on its website, updated information regarding
its lending products including complete terms and
conditions. Any advertisement and publication will
be fair and reasonable and not contain misleading
information. Further, in order to prevent borrower’s
over-indebtedness and manage credit risk, the Digital
Lenders will develop an internal mechanism to mon-
itor the overall exposure of its borrowers by requiring
undertaking from borrowers regarding their current
borrowing from all lenders, obtaining membership
of CIBs, and ensuring regular/continuous reporting
to all the credit bureaus operating in Pakistan on a
real-time basis.

Confidentiality and privacy of data are at the
forefront of the Commission’s digital lending frame-
work and it has been made obligatory that data will
not be stored on any cloud infrastructure outside the
jurisdiction of Pakistan.

It is noted that the SBP received 20 applications
for digital bank licenses last year. The interested
companies are from a diverse range of applicants,
including domestic commercial banks, microfinance
banks, electronic money institutions, and FinTech
players. As these instant cash apps are running paid
campaigns to woo their targeted audience, many
people have become victims of the latest financial
frauds.

Punjab Home Department claimed that more
than nine million mobile phone users had down-
loaded these applications and many citizens have
been scammed and even threatened by these private
lenders.

At first, these platforms lured people with easy
return policies and once they borrowed the amount,
the recovery agents started pressurising them to re-
turn the borrowed money within a week’s time. As
already distressed people failed to return the full
amount in days, they are forced to repay the loan
with a hefty markup.

The SECP has made it manda-
tory that the lending app will
have to display the summary of
the Key Fact Statement (KF'S)
through a video/audio, screen-
shot and email/SMS in both
FEnglish and Urdu

Earlier, it was reported that the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan had started ac-
tion against companies providing quick loans using
tricks. SECP also sent the case against 14 illegal apps
to federal investigators.

If a loan shark is an unlicensed moneylender
who often targets families of low incomes or those
who find themselves in difficult times, and a payday
loan provider offers short-term borrowing where a
lender will extend high interest credit based on your
income, then the best of both worlds have sprung up
in Pakistan in the form of digital ‘Loan Shark’ apps.

Short-term borrowing apps can increase income
through controlled loan expansion if their balance
sheets are stable and healthy. However, a concentra-
tion on greater yields or profitability renders borrow-
ing cheaper to get for individuals and firms, which
often leads to additional nonaccrual loans and a
drop in bank capital. As a corollary, the growth of
bad loans lowers an app’s insolvency.

Excessive credit inflow can wreak havoc on a
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lender’s balance sheet. In light of this, higher loan
growth can invariably translate into higher loan loss-
es when major macroeconomic parameters such as
GDP growth, inflation, and unemployment are tak-
en into account.

Fintechs’ participation, albeit in conjunction with
banks, might be viewed as a positive indicator. Local
startups, for their part, did show an interest in the
credit market. The most prominent of them is Finja.
It has been among the first few tech-enabled financ-
ing for both B2B and B2C. Tez Financials, Credipar,
Trellis, Barwaqt, and many other tech-enabled digi-
tal financing apps are working in the market.

In Nigeria, the House of Representatives has
mandated its Committee on Banking and Currency,
Financial Crimes and Telecommunications to in-
vestigate the alleged sharp practices and abuses by
fintech and loan shark firms in Nigeria and report
within four weeks.

The resolutions followed the adoption of a mo-
tion raised under matters of urgent national impor-
tance on the “urgent need to investigate sharp practic-
es by unregulated online Fintech lending companies
and abuse of mobile digital loan apps in Nigeria”,
said lawmaker Hon. Alhaji Satomi at a plenary.

Satomi noted the proliferation of online loan
apps across Nigeria by those he described as fraud-
ulent and unscrupulous profiteers. He said they
coerce many low-income Nigerians to borrow and
get trapped in the web of sham loan apps hosted on
Google Play Store by individuals and companies to
swindle low-income earners.

According to him, the COVID-19 pandemic
that affected many economies including Nigeria
led to job losses due to the lockdowns, restrictions
on movement and face-to-face interactions. This, he
said, sped up the pace of the digitalisation of finan-
cial services and the infiltration of some unscrupu-
lous unregulated financial service operators.

The lawmaker stressed that the predatory lending
apps are disguised as platforms where unsuspecting
members of the public are promised access to quick
loans with no collateral except the provision of a
bank verification number (BVIN).

“Victims are expected to repay loans at astro-
nomical interest rates within three to seven days as
against the 91 to 365 days claim on Google Play
store which has over 83.07 per cent market share in
Nigeria,” he added.

According to him, most of the loan apps or com-
panies and individuals operate with no regulation by
the government, expired licences and in some cas-
es, none at all. He raised concern that searches for
the registration status of loan apps in Nigeria from
the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) showed
that founding directors of such apps or companies
were foreign nationals without the required licences
to operate the volume of financial transactions and
illegally operating in the country. “The operations of
KashKash with a hosted operating account under
the name Super Car Universal Limited with a cer-
tain commercial bank in Nigeria where KashKash,
carries out activities of the loan app, such as the ex-
orbitant interest rates they collected from customers
and defamatory messages sent to contacts of their
customers when they missed their repayment date”

“Such account holders did not have the required
licence to operate as a money lender, which led the
commercial bank to close the first account, but such
operations were moved to another account named
Speedy Choice which is still operational and man-
aged by the same people who managed the previous
account,” he said. m
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nternational famous fast food chains Pizza

Hut and Burger King now operate in Pakistan

under local management as Islamabad-based

Maaks International has acquired MCR and
MCR Pakistan in a transaction range of $10 million
to $15 million.

The franchise business of the two food outlets
is currently out of commission with the new own-
er vowing a comeback within this month and the
addition of roughly 25 new outlets each year. The
companies will retain their brand identity under
new management.

Maaks International, a privately-held business,
has operations in the rice, petroleum, hospitality,
pharmaceuticals, and FMCG sectors. Its acquisi-
tion will involve running the operations of 84 Pizza
Hut and nine Burger King outlets in the country.
The new management vows to take this number
higher over the next five years. Both Pizza Hut and
Burger King will continue to operate under the
same brand identity.

Azhar Jafri, Executive Director of the newly-ac-
quired MCR and MCR Pakistan, said that “we
want to revamp operations completely. We plan to
increase Pizza Hut branches to 200 and Burger King
franchises to around 50 by 2027.” He observed the
MCR failed to keep Pizza Hut at par with its in-
ternational standard, which was the biggest reason
behind Hut’s poor performance in Pakistan.

Pizza Hut’s all branches have shut down due
to supply-chain challenges. The previous manage-
ment neither bothered about Pizza Hut’s supply
chain nor its ambience. As a result, Pizza Hut lost
ground and its competitors took advantage of the
situation. US-based Yum! Brands owns Pizza Hut.
It alo owns Taco Bell, KFC, and The Habit Burger
Grill. The company manages over 53,000 franchis-
es in 155 countries.

Restaurant Brands International (RBI) is the
parent company of Burger King and it also owns
Tim Hortons, Popeyes, and Firehouse Subs. RBI
runs over 28,000 outlets in over 100 countries.

Pizza Hut’s previous management did not ad-
here to the guidelines of Yum! Brands. KFC Paki-
stan also met a similar fate in the past. “You will
struggle if you stray from those guidelines,” said
Jaffi.

Jafri revealed that top companies were interest-
ed in acquiring the MCR portfolio that had been up
for sale for some time. “Many renowned businesses
also bid to buy MCR but international businesses
such as Yum! follow certain guidelines” added Jaf-
ri. He disclosed that the acquisition is near comple-
tion and the banks’ reconciliation is going on. Pizza
Hut and Burger King will be run directly instead of
a sub-franchising model.

Jafti said that Pizza hut will take on top-tier piz-
za businesses, meaning the prices will remain high.
Irrespective of the prevailing inflation, Pakistan has
still a lot of potential in the high-end food business.

He added that Pizza Hut has competition in Ka-
rachi. However, in some areas, there is no competi-
tion. This is why Pizza Hut is mulling over opening
outlets in Nawabshah and Larkana.

Jafri assured that the latest technology will be
used to revolutionize Pizza Hut which is currently
under a transformation period. MCR has sent its
technical team to Dubai to replicate the software
used by Yum! globally.

Many employees at Pizza Hut have not received
their salaries. When Jafri was questioned about this,
he said that the new management is looking into
the matter.

However, due to the audit, reconciliation, and
transition, unpaid employees have not received
their pending salaries. Vendors and landlords are
also waiting for Pizza Hut to clear pending dues.
All stakeholders will receive their due payments
once the acquisition is officially completed.

Jafri added that there are nearly 1,200 employees
at Pizza Hut. The company has started a screening
process to determine which of the employees will
be retained. It is pertinent to mention that in 1993,
Pizza Hut was the first international fast food chain
to enter Pakistan at a time when the long-reach of
globalisation was just stretching into our borders.
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Maaks to operate
Pizza Hut, Burger
King in Pakistan

of commission with the new owner vowing a comeback within
this month and the addition of roughly 25 new outlets each
year. The companies will retain their brand identity under the
new management

In fact, Pizza Hut was a pioneer in Pakistan. KFC
would not open its first franchise in Pakistan until
1997 and McDonald’s would not do so until a year
after them in 1998.

And for a long time, Pizza Hut dominated the
pizza market in Pakistan, largely because they sin-
gle-handedly created the demand. There were, of
course, some pizza pioneers in Pakistan. Islamabad

up. More and more local pizza shops and chains
began opening, but this only indicated the growing
demand. Pizza Hut’s popularity never waned, and
with still remembered features such as an all-you-
can-eat salad bar and their famed Ramzan deals,
Pizza Hut was easily on the top of the pizza food
chain. Then came Dominos.

Entering Pakistan in 2004 and opening its first

had the still functional
Pappasallis and Karachi
also had some local pizze-

rias. However, these were  TUNNing the operations of 84

also new, popping up in the

Its acquisition will involve

franchise in 2009, Domi-
nos had a rough landing in
Pakistan precisely because
of the hold Pizza Hut had
on the market for two-and-

1980s and 90s. It is hard P1ZZa Hut and nine Burger King a haif decades. According

to imagine today with ev-
ery bakery, restaurant, and
cafe with its own rendition
of pizza on the menu and
dozens of dedicated pizza
chains in the country, but
there was a time when this
famous Italian dish was not

outlets in the country. The new
management vows to take this
number higher over the next
five years

to a case study by Naveed
M Khan, an associate pro-
fessor at Bahria University,
Domino’s  International
entered Pakistan in 2009
through a master franchise
agreement with ¢ Hilal
Confectionery.”

commonplace in Pakistan.
That only happened after the introduction of Pizza
Hut.

It was Pizza Hut that brought Pizza to Paki-
stan and introduced familiar flavours that would
appeal to the Pakistani market. On top of this, the
first-mover advantage of being an ‘American’ brand
operating in Pakistan gave them a growing clien-
tele. But very quickly competition started to pop
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There was, of course, a
lot of buzz when Dominos first entered the market.
They were a famous international franchise and
had also seen great success in the Indian market —
which meant there was a lot of curiosity regarding
them. In the first four years, although sales of Dom-
ino’s pizza were around Rs. 2 million per month
from 13 outlets in Pakistan, their operational losses
were somewhere around 33%. m
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ruction will enhance the quality

and comfort of the guest rooms, restaurants, banqueting and meeting rooms, public areas and
Maisha Spa & Health Club. The company has rigorous training plans for its associates to ensure
service delivery, bringing it in line with the standards of Serena Hotels

ourism Promotion Services (Limited) Pa-

kistan, the owners and managers of Serena

Hotels in Pakistan, has announced the take-

over of Pearl Continental Hotel, Peshawar.
This will be the ninth Serena Hotel property in Paki-
stan. The addition of Serena Hotels in Peshawar, the
oldest city of Pakistan with a rich cultural heritage,
will not only help extend the tourists circuit in the
province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, but also allow re-
gional connectivity for tourists and business travellers
through its vast portfolio of hotels in Islamabad, Pe-
shawar, Kabul, and Dushanbe. The Hotel shall serve
as a gateway to Central Asia, taking the brand portfo-
lio to a whole new level.

Serena Hotels, a brand associated with unique
destinations globally, will be renovating and refurbish-
ing the centrally located Hotel building as all Serena
Hotel properties stand as a reflection of its vision and
brand values. Continuing the legacy of giving back to
society and benefitting the communities where Sere-
na operates, the company intends to exploit the un-
tapped, rich potential in the tourism sector of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. This will be the second Serena Hotel
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa after the Swat Serena Ho-
tel, enabling the brand to connect the diverse tourist
communities to the rustic areas of the province. The
upgrade of Peshawar Serena Hotel including the new
construction will enhance the quality and comfort of
the guest rooms, restaurants, banqueting and meeting
rooms, public areas and Maisha Spa & Health Club.
The company has rigorous training plans for its as-
sociates to ensure service delivery, bringing it in line
with the standards of Serena Hotels. The properties
of Serena Hotels in Pakistan are currently located in
Islamabad, Faisalabad, Quetta, Gilgit,Shigar, Khap-
Iu, Altit, Hunza and Sost. In addition, two new Ho-
tels are under construction in Gilgit-Baltistan where
Hunza Serena Hotel with 85 rooms is expected to be
commissioned towards the end of 2023, and Sost Ser-
ena Hotel with 56 rooms, is expected to be commis-
sioned in 2024.
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A few months ago, the management of a five-star
hotel chain in Pakistan announced the sale of one of
its well-running establishments in Peshawar to a lo-
cal buyer apparently to cut its liabilities, which have
grown more than the assets, and at a time when an-
other similar project is near completion in the same
city. “The board has accorded approval for executing

the business sale agreement for the disposal of its ho-
tel property namely Pearl Continental Hotel, Pesha-
war,” said Pakistan Service Limited (PSL) Company
Secretary Mansoor Khan in a notification to the Pa-
kistan Stock Exchange. “We have reached an initial
agreement to sell it to a local buyer,” a high official of
PSL — the owners and operators of the five-star hotel
chain, told the media. The hotel is mostly used by the
staff of different airlines, as it is at a distance of 15
minutes’ drive from the Peshawar airport.

At the same time, an advanced five-star hotel (and
shopping mall) project namely PC Zaver Hotel is
near completion in Hayatabad, Peshawar.

“The company’s current liabilities exceed current
assets (excluding non-current assets held for sale) by
Rs5.87 billion as on March 31, 2022,” according to
PSLs latest financial statement for nine months end-
ed March 31, 2022. The company’s operations were
affected by the lockdown and measures taken by the
government in response to the Covid-19 outbreak in
the prior years, which resulted in the closure of the
hotel properties from March 2020 to August 2020,
it added. During the nine-month period, the (net)
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rooms (occupancy) revenue was recorded at Rs3.72
billion against Rs2.24 billion for the corresponding
period of last year, the statement said, hinting at a
turnaround in the room occupancy rate. PSL booked
a net profit of Rs 996.48 million in nine months (Jul-
Mar FY22) compared to a loss of Rs 178.21 million
in the same period of last year.

Commenting on the business prospects, the re-
port said, the increase in economic and tourism ac-
tivities was expected to bring a positive impact on the
business activities in Pakistan, and the company is
a leader in the hospitality industry of Pakistan and
would definitely harvest the forthcoming business op-
portunities. Restrictions on travel and tourism have
also been relaxed, sports activities are back in Paki-
stan, and the Australian cricket team just completed
its Pakistan tour, said the report.

Serena Hotels, which enjoys the luxury of being
Pakistan’s big name in the hospitality sector has be-
come exemplary in promoting activities that fall with-

This will be the second Serena
Hotel in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
after the Swat Serena Hotel,
enabling the brand to connect
the diverse tourist communities
to the rustic areas of the
province

in the framework of Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR), a concept under which companies integrate
social and environmental concerns in their business
operations and interaction with their stakeholders.
Serena Hotel has a fair history of empowering com-
munities by consistently implementing a compre-
hensive program to strengthen the efforts of the gov-
ernment in promoting the causes of the country and
addressing the central concerns of the communities.
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vivo Smartphones continued to be
Pakistan’s favorite with vivo V23 6G
ranked higher than iPhone 14

According to the report, three of vivo smartphones, launched this year, are among the top 5 most searched

Tech &Gadgets in Pakistan — making vivo V23 5G the most searched smartphone in the country

Google just released its annual Year in Search
report, summarizing the topmost trending search-
es of Pakistan in the year 2022, and vivo yet again
stole the show. According to the report, three of vivo
smartphones, launched this year, are among the top
5 most searched Tech &Gadgets in Pakistan — mak-
ing vivo V23 5G the most searched smartphone in
the country.

This depicts how users are most interested in vi-
vo’s V23 5G smartphone — even more than in iP-
hone 14 Pro Max.

Let’s recap why are vivo smartphones the most
unique and treasured in the country:

vivo V23 5G:

vivo V23 5G was launched earlier this year in Pa-
kistan with amazing cameras, powerful performance
and unbelievably trendy design — which makes it an
all-rounder and the most loved device by Pakistani
users.

vivo V23 5G comes with a combination of 5S0MP
AF Portrait Selfie and 8MP Super Wide-Angle Cam-
eras in the front along with Dual Tone Spotlight —
making inspiring photography and videography
possible in any environment, even in low light con-
ditions. In addition to this, the smartphone comes
with amazing features like Eye Autofocus, Extreme
Night Portrait and Multi-Style Portrait features to

maximize your shooting experience.

vivo V23e

vivo V23e , another gorgeous member from vivo
V23 Series,is one of the top 5 searched tech gadgets
in Pakistan this year. It features a 50MP AF Portrait
Selfiecamera among its numerous innovative fea-
tures — taking selfie photography to new heights.

vivo V23e also features a triple-camera setup in
the rear, which includes a 64MP Night Camera, an
8MP super wide-angle camera and a 2MP macro
camera for an amazing shooting experience.

To enhance the overall user experience, it also
comes with 8GB + 4GB Extended RAM and 44W
FlashCharge technology.

vivo Y21

vivo’s Y series is known for providing valuable
features with a trendy designat an affordable price
and Y21 does all the justice to its antecedents. This
slim and trendy device entails a massive 5000mAh
batteryand supports 18W FastCharge technology.
For a smooth user experience, it also comes with
4GB+1GB Extended RAM.

Hence it is safe to say, we are not surprised that
these vivo smartphones are the most loved and most
searched smartphones in Pakistan this year. We hope
to see many more innovative and feature-rich devices
by vivo in the future as well.

vivo launches V25 Series with latest
color changing glass and powerful
camera capabilities

Following the immense popularity of the V23 Series, vivo is once again ready to take the industry by storm

through its newly launched smartphones

vivo launched its latest V Series smartphones
— V25 5G and V25e in Pakistan. Following the
immense popularity of the V23 Series, vivo is once

Va5 &2 | V25e
Gorgeous Portrait
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again ready to take the industry by storm through
its newly launched smartphones. For this newly
launched device, vivo has continued its partnership
with Pakistan cricket team’s captain and number one
batsman in the country — as Brand Ambassador for
V25 Series.

On this occasion, Babar Azam shared his senti-
ments about vivo and its latest V25 series, “I'm de-
lighted to continue my partnership with vivo, a glob-
al smartphone brand that is loved by the youth of
country and is strongly committed to bringing global
technology and innovation to the people of Pakistan.
I am a big fan of vivo smartphones’ design and its
amazing camera technology and am very thrilled
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about the launch of the new vivo V25 series.”
The Newly added V25 Series offers a flawless
combination of elegant yet innovative design, out-

standing camera capabilities, powerful performance,
and an upgraded experience.

Both the V25 5G and V25ehas come up with a
Color Changing Glass back. This modern technolo-
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gy is responsible for the change in color upon expo-
sure to ultraviolet light under the sun. This feature
adds to the overall appearance of the device in ad-

@& >

dition to the Fluorite AG Glass and the elegant two-
step design combined with a flat frame design.

“We at vivo aim to create the ultimate smart-
phone that combines innovation, cutting edge tech-
nology and highly aesthetic design for young age
consumers who want to stand out and express their
individuality through frames. The V25 Series deliv-
ers on all these factors making the culmination of
years of research and innovation offered by vivo.
From the color-changing technology to the excep-
tional camera capabilities, the V25 Series is wrapped
in a lightweight yet elegant design that elevates the
lifestyle of its users.” said Mr. Oliver, Product Direc-
tor at vivo Pakistan.
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Maisonette Group arranged
Christmas & New Year celebrations

Maisonette Group have organised Christmas and New Year 2023 celebrations at Maisonette Hotels & Resorts, Gulberg III,
Lahore. Chairperson Maisonette Group former federal minister Tahmina Daultana cut the cake with Christian community.
She wished the merry Christmas to the them.

/

I : . - — g % Federal Minister & Chairperson Maisonette Group
' ' i ' = : : Madam Tahmina Daultana augurated Movenpick (Swiss
: o == = = v Brand Ice Cream) at Maisonette Hotels & Resorts with
Mian Irfan Daultana MD Maisonette Group attending corporate event and cutting the Mian Irfan Daultana MPA, MD Maisonette Group along
cake at Maisonette Hotels & Resorts. with Maisonette team.

IMaisonette
Hotels & Resorts

.

Federal Minister & Chairperson Maisonette Group Madam Tahmina Daultana cutting Christmas

cake at Maisonette Hotels & Resorts with Mian Imran Daultana, Mian Irfan Daultana MPA, Corporate team welcomes Mian Irfan Daultana MD Maisonette Group attending
MD Maisonette Group along with Maisonette team. corporate event at Maisonette Hotels & Resorts.
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Mian Irfan Daultana MD Maisonette Group warmly l _ e . [
welcomes Col. TalatShabir Director CPEC at Maisonette Opening picture of Movenpick (Swiss Brand Ice Cream) Bilal Arshad DDS Maisonette Gulberg welcomes famous TV Actress
Hotels & Resorts. at Maisonette Hotels & Resorts. Rumaisa Khan at her visit to Maisonette Hotel Lahore.
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Mian Irfan Daultana MD Maisonette Group with hi; team M.Afzal GM Maisonette Gulberg, Col. TalatShabir Director CPEC presenting his book to Mian Irfan Daultana MD
AGM M. Sami, DS Ali Asmat& DDS Bilal Arshad at Maisonette Hotel Gulberg. Maisonette Group at Maisonette Hotels & Resorts.
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ROYAL SWISS

LAHORE

ENGAGEMENT & RECOGNITION EVENT AT
ROYAL SWISS

LAHORE

Appreciations & Awards were presented to the
departments on achieving Business Targets.

e s |- -Setect | -Nevirns-Leadling U ™\ N . O 4 2 _l 1 _l O O O 3 2 9 www.royalswisshotels.com/lahore-pakistan
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TECNO ends the year 2022

with immense success with its
mobile devices

ILounched in 2022

TECNO enjoys a vast and loyal customer base in Pakistan due to its ideology of “Stopping
at nothing” and offering the latest technology at affordable rates for its clientele in
Pakistan. TECNO offers a wide variety of devices for every price segment and market,
and its devices are also considered one of the best ones in those segments.

any brands have suffered a lot in
2022 due to shipment shortages and
instability in the market worldwide.
However, TECNO has emerged vic-
torious in all this and has cemented its position as
one of the leading smartphone brands in Pakistan.

TECNO enjoys a vast and loyal customer base
in Pakistan due to its ideology of “Stopping at
nothing” and offering the latest technology at af-
fordable rates for its clientele in Pakistan. TECNO
offers a wide variety of devices for every price seg-
ment and market, and its devices are also consid-
ered one of the best ones in those segments.

Among the most hyped launches of 2022 for
TECNO were the Spark 8C, Camon 19 Neo,
Camon 19 Pro, Camon 19 Mondrian, and Pova
Neo.

The Spark 8C was launched for PKR 30,999,
which was a bargain given the features, it offered
its users. The Spark 8C was a unique device, which
offered a massive 7G Ram at this price point and
a 128GB Rom. This directly impacts the perfor-
mance of the Spark 8C and makes it silky smooth
to operate. Heavy apps and software can run seam-
lessly on this device. Moreover, TECNO prides
itself on offering devices with massive batteries,
and the spark 8C with its 5000 mAh battery is no
exception. The spark 8C was a killer phone in its
price segment, offering unique features like a 90 Hz
refresh rate, which made it very popular among the
locals.

The Camon 19 PRO series took the global mar-
ket and the Pakistani market by storm. Given the
unique features, innovative technology, and irre-
sistible looks. The Camon 19 Pro Mondrian edi-
tion was an amalgamation of never been seen be-
fore technology and beautiful Mondrian artworks.
The back of the device could change colors when
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placed under direct sunlight, and it was something
the world had never seen before. Apart from the
aesthetically beautiful body-changing feature of
the 19 Pro Mondrian, both of the phones, 19 Pro
Mondrian and 19 Pro, are identical in functional-
ity.

The Camonl9 Pro was offered at a startling
price of PKR 49,999, while the 19 Pro Mondrian
edition was launched for PKR 51,999. The 64M
RGBW (G+P) lens it offered on both of these
models was a fantastic piece of technology, which

Among the most hyped
launches of 2022 for TECNO
were the Spark 8C, Camon 19
Neo, Camon 19 Pro, Camon 19

Mondrian, and Pova Neo

allowed the camera to take in and process more
light. This resulted in better colors and more light
to be accurately depicted as well. The glass plus
plastic lens concept allowed the phone to take in
30% more light. The camera unit was among many
things the 19 Pro and 19 Pro Mondrian excelled
in. The phone had a sleek appearance thanks to its
0.98mm slimmest bezel. These phones were a com-
plete package for people who were into profession-
al photography. There is a dedicated SOMP Portrait
lens at the back, which offers 2x optical zoom! The
primary camera is 64MP, allowing the user to take
amazing nighttime pictures. With laser focus and
optical image stabilization, the Camon 19 Pro and
Pro Mondrian were a beast of phones.

The Camon 19 Neo was in no way lesser than
its siblings. It was an equally handy and practical
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device in its price segment. The Camon 19 Neo was
launched for PKR 40,999. At this price point, the
19 Neo delivered exceptional features like a premi-
um feeling design language and innovative technol-
ogy, which put it ahead of the competition. The
primary camera offered a 48MP Lens, which could
capture more light, resulting in unique nighttime
photography and portrait shots. Featuring a dual
camera setup consisting of another 32MP lens, the
camera unit was fabulous at this price point. The
Camon 19 Neo featured a 6GB of ram and 128GB
ROM, which meant faster processing and a smooth
user experience. However, the processing abilities
of this device deserve a separate mention because
it features a MediaTek HelioG85 processor!

Last but not least, TECNO launched another
great device in the budget segment, POVA Neo.
Even though it was launched at an introductory
price of PKR 30,999, the POVA Neo did not com-
promise on its features and delivered premium fea-
tures. Pova Neo was launched for customers who
preferred a larger display for gaming or browsing
purposes. This device is one of the best devices on
the Market for gaming purposes because it houses
a large 6000 mAh battery that can last you a couple
of hours of extensive gaming. Moreover, the 18W
fast charging ensures that you can use your Pova
Neo again in-between charges.

These phones were all a commercial success for
TECNO Pakistan. They were sold in large quan-
tities and were a hit due to the premium features
TECNO provided at low price points, which was
not seen in the Market before. The features TEC-
NO provided were previously only offered on ex-
pensive high-end smartphones, which were out of
reach for most people in the Pakistani Market.

Hence, TECNO proved itself to be the People’s
Brand of 2022! m
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profile and its future investments in Pakistan and expressed
willingness to further invest in the IT and telecom sector in
Pakistan. Both sides agreed to move ahead for the resolution
of all outstanding issues between Etisalat and the Privatization

Commission in a spirit of goodwill

he UAE is one of the major economic

partners of Pakistan and always active

to strengthen business and trade linkages

between the two countries. Pakistan and
Etisalat International of the UAE have agreed to
move ahead for the resolution of all outstanding
issues between Etisalat and the Privatisation Com-
mission in a spirit of goodwill.

Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Sen-
ator Mohammad Ishaq Dar held a meeting with a
delegation of Etisalat International led by Mikhail
Gerchuk, CEQ, at the office of the Finance Divi-
sion. The delegation comprised Abdulrahim Ab-
dulla Abdulrahim Al Nooryani, CEO of Etisalat
Pakistan, Hatem Bamatraf, President and CEO of
PTCL & Ufone, and Kamal Shehadi.

Finance Minister Senator Ishaq Dar welcomed
the delegation and highlighted the deep-root-
ed brotherly relations between Pakistan and the
UAE. He further said that the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) is one of its major economic partners.
Pakistan attaches great value to brotherly relations
with the UAE.

The Finance Minister recalled his meetings
with Etisalat in Abu Dhabi and Dubai during his
recent visit to the UAE and underscored the sig-
nificance of resolving outstanding issues between
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Etisalat and the Privatization Commission and
moving ahead for a mutually beneficial solution.

The Finance Minister also highlighted pros-
pects of foreign investment in Pakistan, especial-
ly in the IT and telecom sector which is growing
rapidly and said that the government is providing
a conducive environment and facilities to attract
foreign investment in this area.

Mikhail Gerchuk briefed the meeting on the
company’s profile and its future investments in
Pakistan and expressed willingness to further in-
vest in the IT and telecom sector in Pakistan. Both
sides agreed to go ahead to sort out all outstanding
issues between Etisalat and the Privatization Com-
mission with a cordial spirit.

Minister of State for Finance and Revenue Dr
Ayesha Ghous Pasha, SAPM on Finance Tariq
Bajwa, SAPM on Revenue Tariq Mehmood Pa-
sha, Secretary Finance, Secretary IT & Telecom
and senior officers from Finance and Privatization
Divisions attended the meeting.

Meanwhile, Federal Minister for IT and Tele-
communication Syed Aminul Haque said the first
priority of the IT Ministry is to increase the acces-
sibility of 4G technology in the country. The Fed-
eral Minister was talking to a delegation of Eti-
salat International led by Mr. Mikhail Gerchuk,

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

FLAREREPORT |
CEO of the company. The delegation comprised
Mr Abdulrahim Al Nooryani, CEO of Etisalat Pa-
kistan, Mr Hatem Bamatraf, President and CEO
of PTCL & Ufone, and Naveed Butt, Chief Reg-
vlatory Officer. Additional Secretary (Incharge)
Ministry of IT Mohsin Mushtaq was also pres-
ent. Matters related to connectivity, 5G technolo-
gy and the telecom sector came under discussion
during the meeting.

The Federal Minister for IT said that the fu-
ture of technology in Pakistan was linked to intro-
ducing 5G technology. He said that his ministry
was extending full support to telecom companies
and urged telecom companies to play their role in
bringing modern technology to Pakistan. He said
that every possible step was being taken to make
5G business-friendly. Syed Aminul Haque said

D

YAl

etisalat

that the trial coverage of the 5G will be started
initially in major cities. The Etisalat delegation
lauded the initiatives taken by the IT Ministry
to improve telecommunication systems. Mikhail
Gerchuk, CEO showed deep interest in investing
in the IT & Telecom sector of Pakistan.

The Federal Minister for IT expressed these
views while talking to a delegation of Etisalat In-
ternational led by Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
CEO e & International Mikhail Gerchuk.

It is pertinent to mention here that Etisalat
signed a $2.6 billion deal in June 2005 to acquire
26 per cent shares in the PTCL with management
control. It paid $1.8 billion to Pakistan and held
back around $800 million over a property-transfer
dispute with the government.

“The $800 million have been lying in the es-
crow account for more than a decade and the com-
pany would transfer the remaining amount after
the settlement of the issue,” according to sources.

A source had reportedly said that PTCL’s asset
management department claimed 3,384 properties
of Etisalat, while originally 3,248 properties were
finalized in 2006.

Matters related to connectivity,
5G technology and the telecom
sector were discussed in the
meeting

At that time Etisalat had made upfront pay-
ments of $1.4 billion in a couple of installments.
The remaining $800 million were stopped on the
premise of the non-transfer of all properties in the
name of PTCL.

Etisalat also claimed that the number of
non-doable properties was not 33 but 363 based
on the list provided by the asset management de-
partment of PTCL as part of the sale-purchase
agreement. m
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eputy Prime Minister for Investment

and Foreign Trade, Uzbekistan, Jam-

shidkhodjaev said that there are im-

mense opportunities for trade and in-
vestment in Uzbekistan for Pakistani businessmen
and investors. He highlighted the potential regions
including Bokhara, Samarkand and Tashkent in
which Pakistani investors can invest.

Deputy Prime Minister for Investment and
Foreign Trade, Jamshidkhodjaev said this while
addressing the gathering of Pakistan’s business
leaders, including the representatives from different
industrial sectors. The Uzbek Deputy Prime Min-
ister assured the Pakistani business community of
the availability of all facilities for their investment
in Uzbekistan. He said that the potential of cooper-
ation between Pakistan and Uzbekistan in the field
of energy cannot be ruled out. The Deputy Minis-
ter said: “We are trying to resolve all the issues of
Pakistan’s investors and businessmen working with
Uzbekistan.”

He said “ during his visit they discussed various
measures to increase bilateral trade with Pakistan.”

He said that agreements have been signed to
facilitate and increase bilateral and transit trade in
both countries. The Deputy PM said that the re-
structuring of road links for regional economic and
trade integration is extremely important. In this re-
gard, the governments of Uzbekistan and Pakistan
are cooperating fully. It will go to a long way to in-
crease regional trade side by side between the two
countries

He said that we are seeing new avenues of coop-
eration between Uzbekistan and Pakistan opening
in the future, which will usher in a new era of pros-
perity in the region.

Meanwhile, the Ambassador of Uzbekistan to
Pakistan, AybekArifUsmanov said there is a need
to bring the business communities of Pakistan and
Uzbekistan closer so that trade between the two
countries can increase. He said that Pakistan and
Uzbekistan have cultural and religious compatibil-
ity which can lead to promote economic activities
in both countries.

Meanwhile, businessmen and investors also ex-
pressed their views and gave their suggestions for
increasing trade and investment in both countries.

On the occasion, All Pakistan Textiles Mills
Association (APTMA) Secretary General, Shahid-
Sattar said that Pakistan and Uzbekistan have vast
trade potential in the textile sector. He said that
there is a need for increased cooperation on cotton
seed development in both countries.

ShahidSattar said that Uzbekistan can benefit
from the Generalized Schemes of Preference (GSP-
Plus) agreement between Pakistan and the Euro-
pean Union, which will increase economic and
trade activities in both countries. On the occasion,
Ahmed JaudetBilao from the cement sector said
that Pakistan and Uzbekistan need full cooperation
in the energy sector. He said regional economic
integration is possible only through cooperation
in the energy sector, which will increase econom-
ic activities in the region. The business leader and
exporter Khalid Igbal emphasized the need to ratio-
nalize mutual tariff and tax regimes in Pakistan and
Uzbekistan. He said that
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Uzbekistan desires
strong trade, business
ties WithPakistan
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He said that we will provide all facilities to Pakistani investors

” B

and businessmen in Uzbekistan. He said that cooperation
between Pakistan and Uzbekistan in the field of energy
cannot be ruled out. The Deputy Minister said “we are trying
to resolve all issues of Pakistan’s investors and businessmen

working with Uzbekistan”

two sides exchanged views on further strengthening
bilateral cooperation in a wide range of areas for
which a number of bilateral agreements and Mem-
oranda of Understanding were also signed.

The high-level Uzbek delegation also met with
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in the Prime Minis-
ter’s office. Pakistan and Uzbekistan are set to sign
a Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) by the end
of current month. The evaluation of export/im-
port items for bilateral trade under the PTA has
already been finalized between the two states.

Preferential Trade Agreements, or PTAs, are
formal arrangements of trade between countries
that see benefits from trade among themselves.
In many cases, these benefits are the product of
proximity and countries close to one another are

better able to conduct

there is a need to simplify A hassador of Uzbekistan to mtual trade because of

the visa process on both

sides and introduce multi- Pakistan, Aybek Arif Usmanov

ple visas.

Deputy Governor
Bokhara, AsadovRizoRau-
povich and Ferghana Val-

ley,

expressed their views and gy that trade between the two
countries can increase

said that there are wider
opportunities for invest-

lower transportation costs
and greater possibilities for

said there is a need to bring the transparency.
business communities of
MrTkboljonErgashey Pakistan and Uzbekistan closer W countries will use the

In the case of Paki-
stan and Uzbekistan, the

central Asian corridor to
implement a relaxed duty
structure that will promote
trade between the two

ment and mutual business
for Pakistani investors in these two regions. The
Deputy Governor of Bukhara said that there are
vast investment opportunities in the tourism sector
in the Bukhara region for Pakistan’s businessmen
and investors.

The Uzbek Deputy Prime Minister arrived with
his delegation in Islamabad. During his visit the
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countries on multiple lev-
els. The PTA is scheduled to be signed by the last
week of January 2023 and implemented within a
week. This was said by Commerce Minister Nav-
eedQamar while talking to the media after signing
nine Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with
Uzbek Deputy Prime Minister KhodjaevJamshi-
dAbdukhakimovich. He said the Pakistani side
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has already completed the homework and consul-
tation for the PTA while the Uzbek government
would finalize the same by the end of January.
Both two countries have decided to implement the
Preferential Trade Agreement from February 1,
2023.

Apart from the PTA, the Minister said the two
countries have also discussed the implementation
of the Agreement between Uzbekistan and Paki-
stan on Transit Trade (AUPTT) and Uzbekistan
would notify rules in this regard in February.

“Both sides agreed to formulate a joint strate-
gy for transit trade through Afghanistan. Regional
understanding on Transit and Trade Framework
to be prepared including joint fund/mechanism
for the upkeep of road infrastructure in Afghani-
stan,” he informed the media men.

According to statement issued on the visit, in
order to overcome the problems being faced by the
Pakistani and Uzbek transporters, both sides have
agreed to take up all issues with Afghanistan in a
joint visit to Kabul tentatively to be undertaken in
the last week of January 2023 after finalization of
the joint agenda to be presented to the Afghan side.
Under the finalized agreements, the two countries
are expecting to expand investment and increase
bilateral trade to $1 billion.

The concerned ministries of the two coun-
tries have also decided to undertake a joint visit
to the Afghan capital in the last week of January
to discuss problems faced by Pakistani and Uzbek
transporters. A statement added that “during the
recent visit of the Deputy Prime Minister and his
team, Uzbekistan requested an off-dock terminal
at Karachi and Gwadar ports and was assured full
facilitation.” =
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Pakistan promise
to excel in cotton,
saffron, olive
production
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The

newly developed varieties,

including  Cyto-545,
Cyto-037, and CIM-343 can survive the shocks of climate
change and counter the attack by bollworms, including
American bollworm, spotted bollworm, armyworm, and pink
bollworm; thanks to some modern genes added to them

entral Cotton Research Institute

(CCRI), Multan has jumped to triple

from single gene Bt cotton varieties that

are climate-smart, resistant against boll-
worms attack, survive amid low water availabili-
ty, and are able to tackle weeds problems to give
yield as high as 50+ maunds per acre, says the
research body chief.

Director CCRI Multan, DrZahidMahmood-
said the research body, which had earlier devel-
oped single gene Bt cotton varieties, has devel-
oped three varieties each carrying three genes.

The newly developed varieties, including
Cyto-545, Cyto-537, and CIM-343 can survive
the shocks of climate change and counter the
attack by bollworms, including American boll-
worm, spotted bollworm, armyworm, and pink
bollworm; thanks to some modern genes added
to them.

“These are also drought-resistant for their
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ability to survive water shortages. And most im-
portantly, these varieties also counter the weeds’
trouble,” DrZahid said, adding that farmers most-
ly applied Glyphosate spray to kill weeds but in
doing so they ended up hurting the cotton plants
too.

However, he said, in the case of the three tri-
ple-gene varieties, this spray would only kill the
weeds, all of them keeping the cotton plants un-
hurt.

DrZahid said that these varieties can give over
50 maunds of production from an acre, adding,
the triple-gene varieties of CCRI Multan would
be available for general cultivation next year. He
also invited farmers to visit the research centre
personally to witness the cotton fields thriving
with these varieties.

Meanwhile, Additional Director General
(ADG) Farm and Training Agriculture Depart-
ment, IshtiagHussain has urged the cotton grow-
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ers to use the latest technology as it is imperative
to get maximum production to cater to future
needs.

Addressing a meeting at Ayub Agricultural
Research Institute, he said that Pakistan was an
agrarian country and cotton as the most import-
ed crop, was playing a pivotal role in the national
economy.

“Punjab province shares 70 per cent of total
cotton production while this sector is creating job
opportunities for 30 per cent workforce”, he said
adding, it was a pity that the potential in the cot-
ton sector had not been fully exploited in Paki-
stan.

He said Pakistan had the best seasonal com-
bination which could help increase per-acre agri
production but the growers were still using old
means and methods for crop cultivation and har-
vesting.

He said the latest technology could play a
dynamic role in enhancing per-acre production.
Therefore, the agri scientists, as well as field staff,
should focus on persuading the growers to adopt
the latest techniques for the cultivation and har-
vesting of agri crops, especially cotton which be-
sides textiles, was also catering to the needs of
various allied sectors like livestock and food in-
dustries.

He said that off-season management was also
imperative to save cotton crops from the attack of
pests including GulabiSundi (pink bollworm).

The meeting also discussed various matters
regarding the promotion of cotton crops and ap-
proved its production project 2023-24 along with
making some recommendations. Principal Scien-
tist AARI, DrGhulamSarwar and others also ad-
dressed the meeting.

On the other hand, after the successful cultiva-
tion of the saffron crop for the first time in Bara
tehsil of the Khyber district, now harvesting of
this crop has started through which farmers are
set to earn a substantial income as compared to
other crops.

Punjab province shares 70 per
cent of total cotton production
while this sector is creating job
opportunities for 30 per cent
workforce

Director of Agriculture Khyber district Ziaul
Islam Dawar said that some areas of the tribal dis-
trict Khyber especially Tirah valley were suitable
for saffron cultivation and the Agriculture Depart-
ment had successfully cultivated the saffron crop
in Khyber district benefiting farmers financially.

He said with the support and guidance of Ag-
riculture Minister Mohibullah Khan and Secre-
tary Dr. Muhammad Asrar Khan, the Agriculture
Department of Khyber has achieved yet another
milestone of successful cultivation of the saffron
crop under the new provincial agriculture policy.

He said successful cultivation had started in
various areas that include Mandika, Daru Ada
and Surkas Bara in different areas of Bara tehsil.

He said that farmers are grateful to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for facilitating and guiding
them about modern cultivation techniques and
demanded the government provide saffron seeds
so that cultivation could be increased.

The official of the Agriculture Department
said that 1.3 million olive saplings are being plant-
ed in other tribal districts including Khyber and
orchards are being planted on 6,000 acres under
the Frontier Corps Enforcement project.

The Director of Agriculture said that Khyber
District, especially Tirah Valley, was a very attrac-
tive area for saffron due to excellent cold climatic
conditions. He said that the Agriculture Depart-
ment was paying full attention to the proper use
of natural resources, adding that saffron was the
most valuable crop and effective steps were being
taken to increase its production. m
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Digital payments
registered marked
growth last year

Payment Successlil
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By value, mobile phone banking and internet banking have
grown strongly by 141.1% and 81.1%, thus, reaching Rsl1.9 trillion
and Rsl0.2 trillion respectively. E-commerce transactions also

witnessed similar trends as the volume grew by 107.4% to 45.5
million and the value by 74.9% to Rsl06 billion

igital payments have continued to show

a rising trend in Pakistan despite slow

growth and inflation. Raast app and

bank apps have also made transactions
online hassle-free and risk-free.

The last fiscal year saw a massive increase in the
size of the digital payments ecosystem, the State
Bank of Pakistan’s (SBP) Annual Payment Sys-
tems Review for 2021-22 revealed. The report says
that mobile phone banking increased by 100.4%
to 387.5 million, while internet banking grew by
51.7% to 141.7 million during the year.

The impressive numbers come on the back of
an important year for the ecosystem that met a
number of milestones. With the SBP-backed Raast
getting traction, and electronic money institutions
(EMIs) gaining popularity among customers, the
signs are pointing towards money quickly becom-
ing digital. Cash transactions have also gained mo-
mentum with ATM networks proliferating and cash
withdrawals from ATMs also posting double-digit
growth over the last year.

By value, mobile phone banking and internet
banking have grown strongly by 141.1% and 81.1%,
thus, reaching Rs11.9 trillion and Rs10.2 trillion re-
spectively. E-commerce transactions also witnessed
similar trends as the volume grew by 107.4% to 45.5
million and the value by 74.9% to Rs106 billion.

During FY22, a total of 32,958 Point of Sales
(POS) machines were deployed in the country
which led to an expansion of its network by 45.8%
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to 104,865. The total number of transactions
through POS, 137.5 million, was 54.5% higher
than the previous fiscal year with transaction value
reaching Rs0.7 trillion; growing by 56.1%.

E-commerce merchants registered with the
banks increased to 4,887 in FY21-22, from 3,003
merchants during the previous year. In continua-
tion of its efforts to promote and enhance the dig-
ital payment system in the country, SBP launched
Raast Person-to-Person (P2P), which enabled pay-
ments among individuals, businesses and other en-
tities to settle transactions in real-time. According
to the report, as of June 22, there were 15 million
registered P2P Raast users, carrying out 7.9 million
transactions amounting to Rs 102.1 billion in value.
Raast was launched in November last year.

The number of large-value transactions through
the Real-Time Gross Settlement (RTGS) system of
Pakistan reached 4.37 million by FY22 amounting
to Rs 681.6 trillion with an annual growth of 53.3%
in value. During FY22, paper-based transactions
declined by 1.0% in volume though its value grew
to Rs 190.4 trillion, almost 25.6% higher than last
year.

According to the State Bank’s Annual Payment
Systems Review, the number of conventional bank
account holders increased by 4.5 million, from 63
million account holders in 2021 to 67.5 million in
2022. On the other hand, branchless banking ac-
counts increased from 74.6 million to 88.5 million;
a growth of 18.6%.
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Considering cash transactions are still predom-
inant, the ATM network in Pakistan needs to be
strong to cater to needs. The ATMs network in the
country also grew by 4.8% during the year reaching
17,133 ATMs.

A total of 692.3 million transactions were car-
ried out through ATMs which amounted to Rs 9.6
trillion, 19.2% higher than in FY21. Meanwhile,
cash withdrawals from ATMSs picked up from 577.3
million in volume and Rs7.29 trillion in value in
2020-21, to 670.6 million in volume and Rs8.6 tril-
lion in value. That’s a growth of 16.1% in volume
and 18% in value over the previous year.

There were 42.4 million payment cards in cir-
culation in FY22 including 71.1% or 30.16 million
debit cards; 24.3% or 10.3 million social welfare
cards; 4.2% or 1.79 million credit cards and the rest
were pre-paid and ATM-only cards.

The overall number of payment cards, howev-
er, decreased during the year, from 45.9 million in
2020-21 to 42.4 million in 2021-22.

According to the State Bank’s Annual Report,
the four fully licensed EMIs (electronic money in-
stitution); Sadapay, Nayapay, Finja and CMPECC,
combined had 262,558 total active accounts and
514,961 payment cards issued to their customers.
Last year’s numbers on EMIs were not available for
a comparison of how these numbers have grown.

The SBP has in the past often emphasised the
potential fintech can play to boost digital payments
and financial inclusion.

As internet banking, POS, and
e-commerce transactions post
strong growth, the digital
payments ecosystem is picking
up steam

During his speech at the Institute of Banking Pa-
kistan Annual Award Ceremony, Jameel Ahmad,
Governor SBP stressed the need for banks to revisit
their traditional approach to service delivery and
adapt quickly as digitalization shifts the balance of
power from banks to tech-savvy entities, hinting at
the growing trend in fintech.

“Leveraging digital technology is essential not
only to promote financial inclusion but also to en-
sure that the industry keeps pace with emerging
global trends,” opined Ahmed.

Speaking on the importance of technology, the
SBP Governor quoted M-Pesa, a Kenyan fintech.
“An often-cited success story is that of M-Pesa in
Kenya, where it single-handedly drove mobile fi-
nancial services availability and successfully raised
financial services access in Kenya. “

Jameel Ahmad pointed out that a number of
factors already existed in Pakistan that could help
drive digital financial innovation and the prolifera-
tion of a tech-based financial ecosystem. He point-
ed out that the nation had a fully functional digital
ID system, the ubiquity of mobile devices, penetra-
tion of mobile and broadband services, availability
of faster payment rails, remote account opening
process, and a facilitative regulatory environment
for enabling the entry of non-bank entities into the
financial arena. The Central Banker also points out
that while fintech has brought competition, it also
presents the sector with an opportunity to create
synergies and mutually beneficial partnerships.

“Banks and Fintechs can partner with each
other to provide innovative products for custom-
ers that are otherwise not viable on a standalone
basis. For banks, such partnerships can help with
penetration in untapped segments like retail busi-
nesses and Micro and Small Medium Enterprises,
yielding beneficial outcomes for all stakeholders,”
he said.

Encouraging the banks that are yet to make con-
sistent and sustained moves towards technological
transformation, Ahmad advised the use of the digital
bank frameworks and the instant payment system,
RAAST, to position themselves for the future. m
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FIFA Cup in Qatar
presented blend of

Arab, Islamic culture

(Qatar has become the first Arab country and the first country

._.-.'f--

in the Middle Eastto change the course of history by organizing
and hosting the World Cup after strong competition between
(Qatar, Australia, Japan, South Korea, and the United States of

America

he competition to host the World Cup has

been intense since its first edition in 1930

in Uruguay. It was destined after 92 years

of its inception that, Qatar became the
first Arab country and the first country in the Mid-
dle East to change the course of history by organiz-
ing and hosting the World Cup after strong com-
petition between Qatar, Australia, Japan, South
Korea, and the United States of America (after the
withdrawal of Mexico and the rejection of Indo-
nesia’s candidacy). This adds a different worldview
to the history of organizing the championship after
Asia hosted it for the first time in 2002 in Japan
and South Korea, and after South Africa hosted it
as the first African country in 2010 in the brown
continent.

Everyone knows that Qatar’s organization of
the World Cup is a distinguished milestone in the
history of the championship historically, geograph-
ically and culturally in many ways, after multiple
attempts made by the Arab countries in the Middle
East to host it remained unsuccessful. Her Excel-
lency, Mrs Maryam Al-Misned, the Minister for
Social Development and Family, said in an inter-
view with Qatar News Agency “QANA?”, that this
global football event is an opportunity the Arabs
and Muslims have long waited for, to reflect their
true appearance and pictures to the whole world,
away from distortion and stereotypes. The question
that arises here is, what are the characteristics of
the local Arab and Islamic culture that the organiz-
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ers sought to highlight to the guests of Qatar while
hosting the first global football event in the region?

Life is a beautiful fabric with multiple cultures
and human civilizations, and we all know that any
global event will necessarily reflect images of these
diverse human cultures and civilizations. There-
fore, we must first salute and appreciate the deep
mentality that accepted this fact, then, I thought
about highlighting cultural features and showing
them to the guests of Qatar, so that they can get to
know them in terms of history, heritage and local
traditions. We can also identify the convergence be-
tween global and local culture with the most splen-
did images of cultural diversity, harmony, coexis-
tence, and the embodiment of these meanings to
the world, in reality, as expressed by Dr Ibrahim
Al-Ansaari, the Dean of the Faculty of Law, Qa-
tar University that “local values continually remain
in the society, whoever quits them, shall quit them
with a choice, and he will be held accountable for
his choice”. In addition, the State of Qatar would
not have been able to host the World Cup, had it not
been for its demonstrations of uvniversality and the
fulfillment of its standards.

The demonstrations of the universality of the
State of Qatar are represented in — The cultural
intellectual domain of “Its Intellectuality”. The
administrative framework characterized by accom-
paniment and seriousness “Its Management”. The
infrastructural development “Its Aggregate Infra-
structure”. The rise of the thought of Qatar and its
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vision gives birth to its ambitious management in
ascending to the throne of the world in all fields,
including sports. The rise in thought and vision
of Qatar as supported by the strength of its seri-
ous and honest management provided the required
standards that put the country at the forefront of
competitions to organize the World Cup Champi-
onship. In addition, the visible infrastructure be-
came crystal clear to all the organizing authorities,
Qatari people and every resident on Qatar’s soil.

In sum, it is said that all Qatar stadiums reflect
the local Arab culture and Islamic civilization as
follows: First: Al-Bayt Stadium, where the opening
ceremony and the opening match took place. This
stadium was built in the form of a huge tent to cov-
er it entirely. The stadium derived its name from the
tent inhabited by the people of the desert in Qatar
and the Gulf region throughout history. Second:
Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium, which reflects the Qatari
environment. The external shape of this stadium
shows the waves of sand, the beauty of the desert
and the local flora and fauna. Third: Al-Janoub Sta-
dium, located in the city of Al-Wakra. The stadivm
was designed from the sails of traditional Qatari
boats to celebrate the ancient history of Al-Wakra
city, as a centre for hunting and searching for pearls
in the past. Fourth: Khalifa International Stadi-
um, which is connected to the Qatar Olympic and
Sports Museum, to show the place’s attachment to
the past, history and pride during its journey to-
wards building a bright future. Fifth: Al-Thumama
Stadium, in which Arab architecture is evident.

The stadium was designed in the form of a
traditional cranivm, which is the cap worn under
the headband in Arab countries. It indicates the
common Arab culture confirming their in-depth
civilization, historical and cultural heritage. Sixth:
Education City Stadium, which is a model that
blends traditional Islamic architecture with a mod-
ern character. Seventh: Lusail Stadium. This stadi-
um reminds of the traditional Arab lighthouse or
lantern, utensils and other pieces of art used in the
past in the region. Eighth: Stadium 974, this place
reminds us of the ancient maritime and commer-
cial heritage of the State of Qatar. The number 974
not only refers to the international calling code for
Qatar but also symbolizes the number of shipping
containers that were used in building the stadiuvm.
Thus, the essence of the event revolved around fea-
tures of the local Arab and Islamic culture high-
lighting its civilization.

Everyone knows that (atar’s
organization of the World Cup
is a distinguished milestone in

the history of the championship

historically, geographically and
culturally in many ways, after

multiple attempts made by the

Arab countries in the Middle

Fast to host it remained
unsuccessful

The selected symbols of the World Cup cham-
pionship highlight the local culture as reflected
in — The Well-known World Cup logo that we are
watching, consisting of the colours of the Qatar
flag; white and reddish-brown remind the viewer
of a number of things from the local culture, such
as the traditional woollen shawl which displays
the waves of sand and flower ornaments as a re-
flection of traditional Arabic art and calligraphy.
This philosophy is rare and distinct in its reflection
of the local culture compared to the history of the
previous championships. — Creative outlook of the
World Cup which symbolizes the traditional head-
bands in the Gulf region. There is no doubt that it
was part of the clear manifestations of Arab culture
in the World Cup, Qatar 2022. »
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ife moves fast,

but social media

somehow man-

ages to move
faster. It seems like there’s
a new update every day,
which can make a plat-
form almost unrecogniz-
able from one year to the
next.

Social media has be-
come an integral part of
popular life and daily rou-
tines. Some are addicted
to it so much that the first
thing they do after waking
up is checking their social
media feeds.

In 2022, we witnessed
the steady rise of social
commerce, which allowed
social media users to pur-
chase products directly on
social media. In 2023, so-
cial media platforms are
expected to continue to
become popular shopping
outlets for consumers.

Social media plat-
forms are quick to catch
on to this trend. Face-
book, for example, has
rolled out its “Facebook
Shops” feature, which al-
lows businesses to create
a “Shop” complete with
product listings, the abil-
ity to let users add these
products to their shopping
cart, and purchase such
products directly from a
dedicated checkout page.
Plus, once businesses have
set up their Facebook
Shop, they can integrate
it with their Messenger
account, giving their au-
dience a more seamless
shopping experience.

The year 2023 will be
even bigger for Al. You
can expect to see more
content on social media
platforms, such as Face-
book and Instagram, be-
ing recommended by Al
to drive increased user en-
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Social media to
be even stronger
Shoppl dolatform

The year 2023 will be even bigger for Al. One can expect to see
more content on social media platforms, such as Facebook and
Instagram, being recommended by Al to drive increased user
engagement. Facebook, for example, is introducing measures, such
as displaying more recommended content on a user’s newsfeed.
This makes TikTok-like discovery via the For You page possible
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continue to leverage these
and incorporate social
commerce in their sales
strategies in 2022.

Instagram, for exam-
ple, uses augmented real-
ity for its numerous pho-
to filters. We've all seen
those filters that can add
makeup to your face or
sunglasses or bunny ears,
right? Perhaps too many
of those posts already.
That’s nothing but an ap-
plication of augmented
reality for social media.

The applications of
AR on social media are
not limited just to photo
filters to post fun posts
and stories. Brands can
also leverage augmented
reality to provide better
shopping experiences to
their customers. It’s be-
coming more common for
brands to use AR so that
people can try out prod-
ucts beforehand. In fact,
according to an experi-
ment Rebecca Minkoff
did, AR can boost click-
through rates by as much
as 65%.

Augmented reality can
have a lot of potential so-
~cial media applications
" for brands. And, this trend
will be further driven by
social media platforms’
continuous efforts to add
more AR functionalities.
This technology is defi-
nitely only set to grow in
the next few years.

Social media is a gold
mine for data and insights
that businesses can use to
refine their social strate-
gies. And, with the launch
of so many social listen-
ing tools, it has become
very easy for anyone to
access these insights.

Given the ease with
which you can tap into so-
cial conversations to draw

gagement. Facebook, for
example, is introducing
measures, such as displaying more recommend-
ed content on a user’s newsfeed. This makes Tik-
Tok-like discovery via the For You page possible.

Influencer marketing isn’t just about big names
on Instagram or TikTok. While they may have
amassed an army of followers, their influence also
often comes at a high price, which can prevent
smaller brands from working with them. Plus, given
the volume of their followers, engaging with them
can be challenging. While Instagram is still a firm
favourite, TikTok is moving up in the ranks. Plus,
considering that short-form video content will be-
come more popular, TikTok is the ideal platform to
use in 2022,

During the past two years, TikTok has also
launched a number of useful tools, like ads and
business profiles, aimed specifically at businesses.
So, it’s no longer just a platform where young cre-
ators can show off their dance moves. All in all,
it’s set to become one of the main platforms that
brands can use to reach millennials and Gen Z.

TikTok isn’t the only “smaller” (if you can still
call it that) platform that’s catching the attention of
consumers and brands. Pinterest and Snapchat are
also gaining in popularity.

According to data shared by Pinterest Business,
ads on their platform can generate twice the return
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on ad spend for retail brands, compared to other
social media channels. While Snapchat isn’t as
popular for marketing as Facebook and Instagram,
Snapchat advertising statistics show that the poten-
tial advertising audience on Snapchat has increased
notably.

Brands have long used social media platforms
like Instagram, Pinterest, and Facebook to sell their
products. In 2022, though, the ability to buy prod-

TikTok isn’t the only “smaller”
(if you can still call it that)
platform that’s catching the

attention of consumers and
brands. Pinterest and Snapchat
are also gaining in popularity

ucts directly via social media will become a norm.
Gone are the days that it will be used only by inno-
vative brands. In fact, eMarketer anticipates that the
social commerce industry will be worth $80 billion
by 2025. From shoppable posts to Instagram Store-
fronts, social networks are continuously evolving to
become retail platforms. Brands and marketers will
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meaningful insights, so-
cial listening has made its
way into every marketer’s strategy. Data shared in
Hootsuite’s 2022 Social Media Trends survey found
that the majority of respondents felt that social lis-
tening has increased their organization’s value over
the past year. Brands and marketers are using it for
a variety of use cases. From understanding the im-
pact of a social media campaign to understanding
how people perceive a brand, you can get a lot of
information using social listening. This has made
social listening an integral part of most marketers’
social media strategies. There are many social me-
dia listening tools that you can use for this purpose.
So, start experimenting by setting up brand men-
tions, branded hashtags, and other keywords and
hashtags that are important to your niche.

While a lot has been said about TikTok and
smaller channels like Pinterest and Snapchat, Ins-
tagram and Twitter aren’t going anywhere in 2022.

In fact, according to research completed by
HubSpot, Twitter and Instagram will become more
important to B2B businesses specifically. In 2022,
70% of respondents indicated that they plan to in-
crease their investment on Twitter, while 63% of
B2B businesses planned to increase their spending
on Instagram. To put this into perspective, only
49% of B2B brands planned to increase their invest-
ment on Facebook. m
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Indian hackers
conducting
cyberattacks in
Pakistan, Afghanistan

The Cabinet Division revealed that the Indian hacking groups

have been involved in cyberattacks in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
According to an advisory issued by the Cabinet Division, Cyber
threat actors are continuously targeting strategic entities to
gain access to sensitive information for exploitation

Chinese cybersecurity company found

that an Advanced Persistent Threat

(APT) group based in India with a

code name “Confucius”, had launched
fresh attacks on the Pakistani government and law
enforcement agencies and other institutions. The
group wants to steal sensitive information by carry-
ing out cyberattacks on diplomatic missions in both
countries.

The Cabinet Division revealed that the Indian
hacking groups have been involved in cyberattacks
in Pakistan and Afghanistan. According to an ad-
visory issued by the Cabinet Division, cyber threat
actors are continuously targeting strategic entities to
gain access to sensitive information to exploit them,
for their nefarious designs. A targeted attack cam-
paign has been observed to gain access to individ-
vals’ accounts to get classified information about
Diplomatic Missions in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

According to the advisory, a spear-phishing
campaign has been observed operating via a craft-
ed letter from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with
the subject “Gallery of Officers Who Have Re-
ceived National and Foreign Awards”. Indian APT
groups and other such groups are involved in these
campaigns and these groups through email ask re-
cipients of foreign missions to share their personal
information.

The Cabinet Division has asked the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Diplomatic Missions to
take immediate steps to escape from these phishing
attacks. Advisory recommends MoFA and Diplo-
matic Missions employ file integrity monitoring
systems and two-factor authentication on all im-
portant accounts.

The Cabinet Division has asked the MoFA and
Diplomatic Missions to upgrade their WordPress
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to the latest versions on all websites as theme files
of WordPress sites are the most common infectious
point in this phishing campaign. The advisory also
recommends installing a firewall and antivirus at all
Diplomatic Missions.

According to Symantec, a security company
survey, India was the second most vulnerable state
to cyberattack mainly because of the digitization of
its economy, which remains a major concern for cy-
ber espionage and financial crime. While Pakistan
remains seventh most vulnerable to cyberattack

The Cabinet Division has asked
the MoFA and Diplomatic
Missions to upgrade their

WordPress to the latest versions

on all websites as theme files of

WordPress sites are the most
common infectious point in this
phishing campaign

mainly because of its growing independence on
the internet. According to another survey, a report
by the Indian High Court Commission, India loses
about 4 billion each year due to cybercrime.
Pakistan also has been facing cyber threats since
early 2000 but still lacks any proper cyber securi-
ty policy. Moreover, Pakistan started realizing a
cyber-dynamic a little bit late, especially after the
Snowden leak which underscores USA NSA (Na-
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tional Security Agency) cyber espionage against
Pakistan which started inflicting Pakistan to fill this
security gap. Pakistan’s first cyber security policy
was drafted in 2021, which still exists only on paper
without any legislation or any proper implementa-
tion procedure. However, the Ministry of Science
and Information Technology has drafted several
laws on this subject.

Moreover, Pakistan’s cyber security understand-
ing and proper policy framework is still at the initial
level. The Pakistan government started to consider
cyber threats as a potential national security matter
in early 2000 and the government drafted its first
policy on cyber-related crime ETO — Electron-
ic Transaction Ordinance. This ordinance was an
attempt to regulate cyberspace. Moreover, this law
also provided legal cover to most online businesses;
e-commerce, etc. With the increase in cybercrime,
the government passed a new law ETA—The
Electronic Transaction Act to tackle these new cy-
ber-crimes.

ETA dimensions are broader than ETO as it
deals with cybercrimes like privacy, and informa-
tion security issues. Moreover, with the rapid in-
crease in cybercrime, the government passed a new
law in 2007 PECO Prevention of electronic crime
ordinance. PECO dealt with more advanced and
heinous cybercrimes like cyber terrorism, data secu-
rity, online fraud, forgery, and cyber harassment. In
2016, the government passed another law to check
the rising and new type of cybercrime with more
strict and regressive punishment.

PECA, Prevention of Electronic Crime Act,
mainly focuses on confidential data/information
protection and planned cyber-attack using mali-
cious software. While Indian state-backed hackers
continuously exploit Pakistan’s cyber vulnerabili-
ties, for example, Horn Bill and Sun Bird for cyber
espionage on military and civilian officials. More-
over, CERT and Inter Services Cyber Command
Centers were established to deal with these issues.
Pakistan still has no official cyber security strategy.
Cyber war has remained a very handy weapon. It
provides a large set of targets that can be engaged
at the same time.

Cyberwar remains very relevant in Indo-Paki-
stan’s case because of its nature, low cost, and ease
to conduct, Indian future tech giant with a rising
industry of software and hardware provides Indi-
an technology/strategic edge over Pakistan. India
has been exploiting this strategic edge for the last
two decades. The common methods used by Indi-
an hackers against Pakistan are website defacement
(In which the physical appearance of the website
changes using D3Lt4 tools), fake news, propagan-
da, etc.

Meanwhile, the US Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) has found that scammers running call
centres and internet fraudsters based in India have
stolen over $10 billion from Americans, especially
elderly US citizens, in 2020.

According to the details, the scamming trend
has been on the rise and US citizens lost $10.2 bil-
lion in the last eleven months this year. It is a 47
percent increase from last year when they lost $6.9
billion.

In response to an increase in Indian scammers
stealing money from elderly Americans, the FBI
has appointed a permanent delegate at the US em-
bassy in New Delhi, who will work with the Indian
authorities to clamp down on these gangs.

Speaking about the issue, the FBI's South Asia
head and legal attaché with the US embassy in New
Delhi, SuhelDaud, revealed that these scammers
steal billions from the elderly under the guise of
tech support, romance-related calls, business invest-
ments, etc.

SuhelDaud noted that the FBI’s complaint por-
tal recorded 0.85 million complaints in 2021 and
0.78 million in eleven months this year. In addition,
he disclosed that the $10.2 billion is comprised of
$3 billion in investments, $2.4 billion in business
emails, $1.2 billion in personal data breaches, $1
billion in romance, $781 million in technical assis-
tance frauds, and remaining amount in other kinds
of online scams. m
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he decision to hold the Pakistan-China
“Year of Tourism Exchanges in 2023”
will greatly help improve people-to-people
contacts and especially promote tourism
cooperation.

A Pakistani official revealed that “China is the
country that produced the largest number of tour-
ists for the rest of the world before the COVID-19
pandemic. The recent policy of resuming outbound
tourism for Chinese citizens in an orderly manner
would help restore the confidence of the world in
terms of the promotion of tourism while making
a good contribution to the global economy,” Man-
aging Director of Pakistan Tourism Development
Corporation (PTDC) AftaburRehmanRana said.

Pakistan and China have a long friendly rela-
tionship, and people would love to meet each other
and experience visiting the countries of each other,
he said, adding that Pakistan is not just looking at
inviting Chinese tourists to Pakistan, but also send-
ing Pakistani tourists to China.

“Qur tour operators have already started hold-
ing online meetings with their Chinese counter-
parts. Under the exchange programs, both countries
are planning to help tour operators on both sides
to meet personally so they can revive their contacts
and design packages and products which could at-
tract the right kind of tourists,” the PTDC official
said.

Highlighting the point Pakistan has a lot to offer
to Chinese tourists, he said that the wild mountains,
lush green meadows, exquisite valleys, beautiful
tracks for trekking, sites for adventurous sports, and
several ancient archaeological places and other at-
tractions in the South Asian country are waiting to
mesmerize the Chinese people.

“For Pakistan, the opening of Chinese tourism
is a very positive sign,” Rana said, adding that Pa-
kistan has made large preparations to welcome Chi-
nese tourists.

The Pakistani government has been working
to improve the availability of information on both
sides as well as producing new literature on major
tourist destinations in the Chinese language so that
the Chinese tourists know well about Pakistan, he
said.

“Pakistan International Airlines has recently
announced the restarting of flights between Islam-
abad and Beijing. If there’s any travel expo taking
place in China, we’ll send our delegation there,”
MD PTDC said.

Besides providing new prospects in Pakistan’s
tourism industry, the official said China has helped
transform the country’s tourism by building road
infrastructure under the framework of the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Launched in 2013, CPEC is a corridor linking
Pakistan’s Gwadar Port with Kashgar in north-
west China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region,
which highlights energy, transport, and industrial
cooperation.

“We have seen the new motorways, highways,
and side roads from south to east to north, and the
improvement of the road network is very import-
ant for tourism promotion. CPEC has not only im-
proved the access to different business hubs and var-
ious cities in Pakistan but also facilitated the access
to various tourist sites,” he said.

‘With improved accessibility, there will be quite
a lot of new developments including the establish-
ment of tourism zones, new hotels, and tourist re-
sorts along the CPEC routes in the coming years,
said AftaburRehman.

‘With improved accessibility, there will be quite
a lot of new developments including the establish-
ment of tourism zones, new hotels, and tourist re-
sorts along the CPEC routes in the coming years,
he said.

Rana believed that CPEC would help further
improve the local tourism sector and help attract
more investment into the tourism infrastructure of
Pakistan, accelerating the country’s development.

As the year 2023 is being designated as the Pa-
kistan-China Year of Tourism Exchanges, he said
anticipating numerous tourism-related activities
taking place between the two neighbours during the

ECONOMY |
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Pakistan-China

year of tourism to
greatly boost tourism
cooperation

Pakistan and China have a long friendly relationship and
people would love to meet each other and experience visiting
the countries of each other. Pakistan is not just looking at
inviting Chinese tourists to Pakistan, but also sending Pakistani
tourists to China, said a Pakistani official
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new year.

“We will hold a Gandhara Buddhist heritage
exhibition in Beijing very soon. There is a plan to
send our cultural delegations of youth and tourism
professionals to China and obviously, we welcome

MD PTDC AftaburRehman-
Rana said the government has
been working to improve the
availability of information on
both sides as well as producing
new literature on major tourist
destinations in the Chinese
language so that Chinese tour-
ists know well about Pakistan

delegations from China also coming to Pakistan in
promoting Chinese culture in Pakistan and vice ver-
sa,” he said.

He added that the PTDC will coordinate with
other departments to strengthen cultural and tour-
ism exchanges and promote people-to-people con-
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tact between the two countries. “The year 2023 is
going to be a good beginning,” he concluded.

A couple of weeks ago, Chinese Consul General
Zhao Shiren said 2023 will be the “China-Pakistan
Year of Tourism and Exchanges.”

He was addressing China’s intangible cultural
heritage exhibition under the aegis of the Chinese
Consulate at Alhamra Arts Council.

He said China was also scheduled to host the
Gandhara Art Exhibition in Beijing.

“I hope this small exhibition will make a good
start for the China-Pakistan Year of Tourism and
Exchanges, and make our peoples’ hearts beat to-
gether,” he said.

MrShiren said, “Cultures are diversified, and
civilizations are different. But they are, by nature,
not for conflicts, nor are they confrontational. The
vltimate goal for cultures and civilizations is dia-
logue, tolerance, peaceful coexistence, harmony,
and shared growth. Diversity spurs interaction
among civilizations, which in turn promotes mutu-
al learning and mutual understanding.”

The exhibition, according to Zhao Shiren, is a
step towards greater cultural harmony between the
peoples of Pakistan and China because “the more
we were integrated, knowing each other’s heritage,
craftsmanship, culture, as well as intangible intel-
lectual wealth, the better we would be doing in lock-
step.” m
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Govt making serious
efforts to seek

With

autarky in oil, gas

more than $ 92.8 million in investment in three years, besides
the utilization of funds amounting to over $1.2 million by
the successive E&P companies under the Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiative to carry out welfare activities in
surroundings localities of their oil and gas production fields

aking a true calculation of the coun-

try’s existing and future energy

needs, the incumbent coalition gov-

ernment has aligned its strategy to
achieve self-sufficiency in the oil and gas sector by
stepping up exploration activities to exploit indig-
enous resources in potential areas.

The Petroleum Division, under the dynamic
leadership of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, has
taken solid steps to find a permanent solution to
energy scarcity and reduce reliance on imported
fuel by attracting investment in the oil and gas sec-
tor.

For this purpose, the government during its first
six months, not only restored 11 revoked licences
of different Exploration and Production (E&P)
companies but also received bids for the award of
14 new exploration blocks through a transparent
bidding process to make the much-needed new oil
and gas reserves.

With the award of new E&P blocks, the coun-
try would get more than $ 92.8 million in invest-
ment in three years, besides the utilization of funds
amounting to over $1.2 million by the successive
E&P companies under the Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) initiative to carry out welfare
activities in surroundings localities of their oil and
gas production fields.

The country’s existing hydrocarbon depos-
its are depleting at the rate of around 10 percent
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annually because E&P companies, unfortunately,
could not make any major discoveries for long.

It is hoped that with the restoration of the re-
voked E&P licenses and the award of new explora-
tion blocks, the companies would accelerate drill-
ing activities to exploit the country’s real potential
for indigenous resources.

The country’s existing
hydrocarbon deposits are
depleting at the rate of around
10 percent annually because
E&P companies, unfortunately,
could not make any major
discoveries for long

A senior official privy to petroleum sector de-
velopments told the official news agency that the
government was cognizant of the prevailing oil
and gas supply situation and made sufficient ar-
rangements to meet the needs of the country ac-
cordingly.

On instructions of PM Shehbaz Sharif, he said,
the supply of petroleum products and gas to con-
sumers was being monitored daily.
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He said there existed sufficient petrol and die-
sel stocks, while the government made timely ar-
rangements to procure additional Liquefied Natu-
ral Gas (LNG) cargoes for the peak winter season.

Minister of State for Petroleum DrMusadik
Malik said the government had arranged extra gas
for the months of November, December and Jan-
vary as compared to the same months of the last
year. “Additional LNG cargoes for January and
February have also been secured from Qatar.”

He said a Gas Framework Agreement (GFA)
with the Azerbajjani trading firm SOCAR was
near completion for the availability of ‘distressed’
cargoes of LNG from the international market for
purchase at the cheapest rate.

Musadik Malik said the Sui companies had
been directed to ensure the gas supply, especially
during ‘breakfast, lunch and dinner’ preparation
timings i.e. 6-9 a.m., 12-2 p.m. and 6-9 p.m.

He said an effective monitoring system of com-
modity’s demand and supply, observed by the Pe-
troleum Division, was in place but the poor infra-
structure was a hurdle creating a gas pressure issue
in the remote areas, which was being rectified.

To bridge the demand and supply gap, the
Minister said the gas companies were providing
more than 20,000 tons of Liquefied Petroleum
Gas (LPG) per month in the areas where gas-pres-
sure issues and shortages existed. Sui Northern
Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) has opened for
the first time, LPG cylinder outlets in the localities
facing natural gas shortages.

The Minister said the government was cogni-
zant of the industrial sector’s energy demand and
its importance to economic stability, exports and
employment

Accordingly, he said the government was uti-
lizing all available options and contacting different
countries including the Central Asian States. “We
are reaching out to all [potential] countries for
buying gas either through pipelines or Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG) cargoes to meet the ever-in-
creasing gas demand.”

He highlighted the importance of exploiting
the country’s indigenous oil and gas potential, say-
ing that two new policies related to tight gas and
the revival of old hydrocarbon wells, were being
worked out.

Russia, he said, had agreed in principle to pro-
vide crude oil, petrol and diesel to Pakistan at a
discounted rate. “We believe that there will be a
crucial role of the light crude oil, which will be
imported from Russia, in bringing down the ener-
gy price.”

In addition to that Pakistan has initiated ne-
gotiations with Russian private and public sector
companies for procurement of Liquefied Natural
Gas (LNG) to meet our energy needs.

The early establishment of the Pakistan Stream
Gas Pipeline, commonly known North-South (La-
hore-Karachi) Gas Pipeline, and another ‘big gas
pipeline’ to get the commodity from Russian hy-
drocarbon deposits was also part of the plan, he
added.

An inter-governmental delegation of Russia,
led by its Energy Minister, would visit Pakistan in
January to make progress on oil and gas sale-pur-
chase agreements between the two countries.

The country’s domestic gas extraction varies
around 3.5-7 Billion Cubic Feet per Day (BCFD)
against the demand of 8 BCFD and it is difficult
for any government to meet domestic, commercial
and industrial sectors’ needs efficiently.

The demand-supply gap is being bridged with
the increased import of Liquefied Natural Gas
(LNG), Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) and ac-
celerating hydrocarbon exploration activities with
the award of new blocks to the E&P companies.

Pinning high hopes, a Petroleum Division
official said Allah Almighty bestowed the coun-
try with great natural resources and once these
were potentially exploited; there will be a com-
plete autarky in the energy besides national pros-
perity. “There is a light at the end of the tunnel.
‘We just need to move in the right direction with
steadfastness.” m
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Ambassador of the Federal Repubhc Of Germany, Mr Alfred
Grannas, highlighted that the photo exhibition and its
catalogue not only offer vibrant insights into the history of the
region its rich and diverse culture and traditions but also the
lives of the people and needs for their development

fascinating photo exhibition ‘Merged

Areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,’ spon-

sored by GIZ Pakistan and the Embas-

sy of Germany concluded recently at
National Art Gallery, Islamabad, after it attracted
a large number of people to witness in art the un-
seen beauty of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The week-long exhibition was an artistic effort
to closely integrate the Merged Areas with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the region’s rich culture and poten-
tial as well as Germany’s support for promoting
art and culture of Pakistan besides providing assis-
tance in other areas like health and education.

Some 150 representatives and officials of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Government and its
allied departments, the German Embassy, the Eu-
ropean Union, donor agencies, members of KP’s
Provincial Assembly, implementing and develop-
ment partners, academia and the media attended
the opening ceremony of the photo-exhibition.

Various photographers contributed to the photo
exhibition, most notably Mr Abdul MajeedGoraya
of Peshawar and MrAlamgir Khan of Mohmand
in the Merged Areas. Their pictures showed people
following their trades, earning their livelihoods and
struggling to secure a better future for their chil-
dren. The photographs also illustrated an emerging
local governance system, community development
initiatives, women standing up for their rights, and
improvements in the education and health sectors
at the basic level of the province.

Speaking as guest of honouron the occasion,
MrShahramKhanTarakai, Minister of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education of Khyber Pakh-
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tunkhwa thanked the German Government and
the European Union for their support to the prov-
ince in various fields of development. Among the
important achievements, he listed improved school
curricula, the training of over 5,000 members of
Parent’sTeacher Councils, capacity development
for over 3,000 managers in the health and educa-
tion sectors, as well as training of several hundred
officials of the Local Government Department.

In his opening remarks, Ambassador of the
Federal Republic of Germany, Mr Alfred Grannas,
highlighted that “the photo exhibition and its cat-
alogue not only offer vibrant insights into the his-
tory of the region, its rich and diverse culture and
traditions but also into the lives of the of the people
and needs for their development.”He pointed out
that the 60-year-long relationship of cooperation
between Germany and Pakistan is marked by the
implementation of countless development proj-
ects. This cooperation has, over the decades, been
continuously shaping up to meet new challenges
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and changing social, economic and ecological con-
ditions, he said.

In his address, Mr Karim Kettani, Head of the
Finance and Audit Section at the European Union
Delegation to Pakistan, outlined that the Europe-
an Union’s programme “Aid to Uprooted People”,
which has been implemented by the GIZ’s FATA
Development Programme since 2017. The pro-
gramme went a long way to help the KP Education
Department in improving education for internally
displaced and host communities in the Merged Ar-
eas. “With the programme’s support, the Govern-
ment of KP has allocated 2.544 billion rupees for
school improvement through community-driven
development.”

MrlrfullahWazir, Special Secretary of the KP
Local Government, Elections and Rural Develop-
ment Department said that following the merger of
erstwhile FATA into KP Province, the Provincial
Government has been striving to bring these areas
at par with the settled districts. “It is a challenge
to win the heart of mind of the 5.5 million people
living in the Merged Areas through the recently in-
troduced Local Governance System.”

Dr Peer Gatter, Head of the GIZ-implemented
FATA Development Programme, thanked the pro-
gramme’s counterparts in KP’s government and in
civil society for 13 years of trustful cooperation.
“We have assisted the Provincial Government in
the challenging task to make the Merged Areas’
integration into KP a success. With development
plans launched for all administrative divisions of
the Merged Areas, with an education strategy be-
ing implemented and the infrastructure of over
5,000 schools having been improved, with girls’
education being fostered through Parent-Teacher
Councils, and with quality standards in place in
health centres across the Merged Areas, I believe
that together we have achieved significant results.”

DrRiffatSardar — Chairperson of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Commission on the Status of Wom-
en in her remarks expressed her appreciation to

Various photographers
contributed to this photo
exhibition, most notably Mr
Abdul MajeedGoraya of
Peshawar and MrAlamgir Khan
of Mohmand in the Merged
Areas. Their pictures showed
people following their trades,
earning their livelihoods and
struggling to secure a better
future for their children

GIZ for its support in empowering women in the
province of KP. In her closing remarks, MsStoy-
anka Stich, Deputy Country Director and Head of
the Energy and Climate Change Division of GIZ
Pakistan, confirmed GIZ’s commitment to further
support local governance reforms in the country.
She stated that although the FATA Development
Programme is winding up after 13 years of success-
ful collaboration with the government of KP, the
programme is followed by new GIZ interventions
in this sector. m
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Recovery from
Covid sets Chinese
economy to grow

fur
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According to data
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released by the Chinese travel service

and social networking platform Mafengwo, the popularity of
medium and long-distance travel increased by 172 percent
from the previous month. Tourists mainly came from Beijing,
Shanghai, Chengdu, Guangzhou and Shenzhen

s China has actively optimized and re-

fined its COVID-19 response, the coun-

try has also expanded supplies of goods

and commodities to boost consumption
in the new year. The three-day New Year holiday
witnessed a strong recovery in tourism, catering and
retail sales across the country.

On the last day of 2022, over 59,000 tourists vis-
ited Shougang Park in Beijing’s Shijingshan district.
The figure was 3.6 times higher than normal days —
reflecting the strong desire of citizens to travel.

The ice and snow economy has also revived with
the change of seasons. Beijing, the city that hosted
the Winter Olympics last year, opened all five mu-
nicipal ice rinks and snow resorts during the three-
day New Year holiday.

Parks including Summer Palace, Beihai Park
and Yuanmingyuan Park, have launched ice and
snow entertainment activities, which attracted more
than 50,000 tourists during the holiday.

Exhibitions in museums also proved popular
punch-in projects during the holiday.

Gu Ying, deputy director of the Miaoying Tem-
ple management office, said that about 2,000 visitors
entered the temple in three days, which basically re-
covered to about 60 percent of the usual visitor flow.

Tourists also drove consumption — the museum
sold 737 pieces of cultural and creative products
during the holiday — with sales revenue reaching
about 48,000 yuan (about 6,909 U.S. dollars).

Apart from parks and scenic spots, shopping
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malls and restaurants in Chinese cities also buzzed
with consumers. According to the Shanghai Munic-
ipal Commission of Commerce, from December
23, 2022, to January 28, 2023, the city will organize
more than 100 consumer promotion activities and
provide a large number of commodity discounts.

The Bund, Yu Garden and Nanjing Road pedes-
trian street, all saw strong growth in tourist numbers.

Nanjing Road pedestrian street has issued
30,000 coupons, offering discounts of 50 yuan, to
encourage shoppers to spend at department stores
and restaurants.

During the three-day holiday, the popular cray-
fish restaurant Huda on Guijie Street in Beijing, saw
customers still in queue for a table to satisfy their
cravings. Zhang Shengtao, director of operations
at Huda, said the three branches of Huda received
about 11,000 customers in three days, with more
than 1,000 tables in the queue at peak times.

The operating income of Huda during the New
Year holiday increased by 15 percent year on year,
said Zhang,

China recorded roughly 52.7 million domestic
tourist visits during the three-day New Year holi-
day — up 0.44 percent year on year, according to the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

The tourism revenue generated over the holiday
reached over 26.5 billion yuan, up 4 percent from
the same period last year, according to the Ministry.

Short-distance tours were especially favoured by
travellers during this period, and the data also shows
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a steady recovery in the country’s medium and
long-distance travel levels, the Ministry said.

According to data released by the Chinese travel
service and social networking platform Mafengwo,
the popularity of medium and long-distance travel
increased by 172 percent from the previous month.
Tourists mainly came from Beijing, Shanghai,
Chengdu, Guangzhou and Shenzhen.

Some online travel agencies reported a marked
increase in ticket bookings for cross-border tourism
over the holiday.

Data from Trip.com Group showed that the
number of orders for outbound flight tickets during
the New Year holiday soared 145 percent year on
year.
China recently announced that it would down-
grade its management of the infectious disease of
COVID-19 from Class A to Class B, starting from
Jan. 8, 2023 — shifting the focus of the response from
stemming infection to caring for infected patients
and preventing severe cases.

Analysts at JP.Morgan raised
their 2023 growth forecast for
China’s gross domestic product
by 30 basis points to 4.3% as the
world’s second-largest econo-
my reopens from tight COVID
restrictions

Accordingly, domestic and foreign airlines will
operate scheduled passenger flights under bilater-
al transport agreements — with limits on flights no
longer applicable. Closed management, nucleic acid
testing, and quarantine measures for inbound flight
crews and related airport personnel will be removed.

Analysts at JP.Morgan raised their 2023 growth
forecast for China’s gross domestic product by 30
basis points to 4.3% as the world’s second-largest
economy reopens from tight COVID restrictions.

The brokerage also cut its 2022 economic growth
outlook for the country to 2.8% from 2.9% previous-
ly.

“The most important development in the past
month is earlier reopening with a faster pace. Our
analysis has taken into account a transitional pain
period before the economy enters a strong recov-
ery,” JPM said. Beijing began dismantling its tough
“zero-COVID” controls, dropping testing require-
ments and easing quarantine rules that had caused
mental stress for tens of millions and left its econo-
my battered.

Last month, Goldman Sachs hiked its estimate
for China’s economic growth to 4.5% for next year,
citing the exit from the zero-COVID policy.

China is battling coronavirus outbreaks in nu-
merous major cities, including the capital Beijing,
while it takes steps to try to ease the burden of its
strict zero-COVID policy.

Even Morgan Stanley also raised its outlook for
China’s economy in 2023, predicting a rebound in
activity will come earlier and be sharper than ex-
pected. The firm raised its forecasts for the country’s
gross domestic product in 2023 to 5.4% from its pre-
vious outlook of 5%, according to a research note
led by the firm’s chief Asia economist ChetanAhya.

“We had previously expected a rebound in ac-
tivity to materialize from late 2Q23. Now we are
projecting mobility to improve from early March,”
the note said, adding that the firm expects to see a
“faster and sharper rise in mobility” to be reflected
in the economy starting in the second quarter.

The outlook upgrade comes after the firm raised
its recommendation rating for Chinese equities to
overweight from equal-weight earlier this month on
reopening optimism, marking the end of a stance
that it held for nearly two years.

China’s government is also shifting to prioritiz-
ing economic growth, another pillar behind Morgan
Stanley’s revised forecast for the country’s economic
outlook. =
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he most modern and the country’s largest

$246m New Gwadar International Air-

port (NGIA), built at an area of 4,300

acres, will be operational by September
2023 to welcome local and international flights at
the port city.

According to an official source, the development
of the airport was being expedited at different stag-
es as the passenger terminal building of the project
would be completed by June 2023, work related to
air traffic control by March 2023, while the overall
construction of the airport would be finished before
September 2023.

The New Gwadar International Airport (NGIA)
was being managed and operated by the Civil Avi-
ation Authority (CAA) which was owned by a tri-
partite venture of Pakistan, Oman, and China that
would handle domestic and international opera-
tions.

The airport development is a part of the gigantic
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) proj-
ect, which is a cornerstone of China’s One Belt One
Road (OBOR) initiative.

The biggest in Pakistan, the NGIA would also
become the nation’s second airport capable of han-
dling A380 aircraft upon its commissioning in 2022.

It will stimulate the development of the Gwadar
peninsula and boost trade between Pakistan and
China, transforming the geopolitical status of the
region into the geo-economic hub of investment and
trade opportunities.

The airport would be operated and developed
as per the open sky policy under the guidance of
the CAA. The New Gwadar International Airport
project was initiated as an early harvest high-priority
project of the CPEC program in 2014.

For two decades or so Dubai and its airports
have presided over air transport and tourism in the
Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. Now it is set to
face a challenge from Gwadar on the other side of
the Gulf, 500km away in Pakistan and close to the
Iranian border. That, at least, is what some people
would have you believe, although such optimism is,
at the very least, overstated.

What is happening at Gwadar, though, is the
construction of a giant port (which actually began
20 years ago) and associated free trade area mod-
elled on the Special Economic Zones of China, to-
gether with a floating liquefied natural gas facility
connected to the Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline.

The new airport, now set to open in Sept-2023,
is only a small part of this huge enterprise, but it
could turn out to be a very significant one, for freight
if not initially for passengers. Then again, Gwadar
has many beaches, and natural beauty spots and is
favoured by domestic holidaymakers.

If Chinese money goes into developing tourism
as well, then ‘The New Dubai’ claim could one day
be substantiated.

To attract foreign airline operations to Pakistan
and to minimize the security risks, the government
will install 39 hold or hand baggage Scanning Ma-
chines in airports across the country with an esti-
mated cost of Rs 3.277 billion.

The projects will be implemented in six airports
across Pakistan, including Punjab, Sindh, Baloch-
istan, and GilgitBaltistan, according to official doc-
uments.

The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) is the
sponsoring/execution agency of the project and it
envisages the replacement/upgradation of 21 Hold
Baggage Scanning Machines and 18 Hand Baggage
Scanning machines across the country at Interna-
tional airports.

The scope of work includes procurement/instal-
lation of Dual View/Computed Tomography (CT)
Hold & Hand Baggage Scanning Machines at Jin-
nah International Airport (JIAP) Karachi, Allama
Igbal International Airport (AILAP) Lahore, Quet-
ta International Airport, Faisalabad International
Airport, Gwadar International Airport, Skardu
Airport, Head Quarters, Pakistan Civil Aviation
Authority (Pak-CAA) and HeadQuarters, Pakistan
Airport Authority (PAA).

To ensure safe travel to and from Pakistan
high-quality screening machines are required to be
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Gwadar Airport fully
operational by

Sep 2023

The development of the airport was being expedited at different
stages as the passenger terminal building of the project would
be completed by June 2023, work related to air traffic control

by March 2023, while the overall construction of the airport
would be finished before September 2023

placed at international airports. These machines are
deployed for screening outhold and hand baggage
of passengers. The objective is to detect hazardous
materials at an early stage to minimize security risks.

Additionally, the airports are also regularly in-
spected by International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAQO) and other security agencies like European
Citizen Action Service (ECAS), and Transportation
Security Administration (TSA) to ensure required
security standards are being implemented.

The airport development is a
part of the gigantic China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
project, which is a cornerstone
of China’s One Belt One Road
(OBOR) initiative

The reliability factor regarding screening of pas-
sengers will enhance after the installation of new
machines. This will increase the confidence of air-
line operators regarding the security of passengers
and baggage handling system. Secure airports will
encourage foreign airlines to start operations to and
from Pakistan and would generate economic activi-
ty to benefit CAA and Pakistan.

Ambassador of China to Pakistan NongRong
said that Gwadar was emerging as a regional hub
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of trade and economic activities and that he was
pleased to note that vital projects had been under-
taken in Gwadar in the framework of the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

The Ambassador said that China had assisted
Pakistan in power projects generating 5,200 MW
while an 886-km national transmission Network
had been completed.

“Besides this, 510 km of roads have been con-
structed under the CPEC. Moreover, 7,000 sets of
solar energy cells have been installed in Gwadar
to address energy needs,” Ambassador NongRong
said. He emphasized that the CPEC project has gen-
erated huge employment opportunities, and out of
5,000 jobs in Gwadar, 4,000 are local employees.
He was of the view that after the completion of the
first phase of the CPEC, various projects in the field
of agriculture, industry, science, and technology are
being undertaken on a priority basis.

To boost the local economy, local beef and lamb
are being exported to China, and during the Janu-
ary-August period this year alone, agricultural prod-
ucts worth US$730 million have been exported to
China from Pakistan.

Ambassador NongRong highly appreciated the
security measures being taken by Pakistan to ad-
dress the Chinese business firms and the concerns
of investors.

“Pakistan has recently set up a separate cell to
ensure the security of the Chinese personnel en-
gaged in the CPEC projects,” he said. m
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Turkcell and VEON announce strategic
partnershlp to advance BIiP in Pakistan

Islamabad: Turkey and
Pakistan's leading digital oper-
ators, Turkcell and Jazz, part
of VEON Group, collaborated
to spread the latter’s instant free
communication and life plat-
form BiP in Pakistan. A mem-
orandum of understanding
(MoU) to this effect was signed
today by AamerEjaz, Chief
Digital Officer, Jazz and
GokhanYiiksektepe, BiP CEO.

BiP is an easy-to-use instant
communication app that offers
fast and secure messaging, high
quality voice and video calls,
secret messages, and instant
translation. Designed to be an
all-in-one super app, BiP also
allows users the ease of discov-
ering channels like food, sports,
entertainment, and fashion. It
is actively used in 192 countries
and has reached nearly 99 mil-
lion downloads.

This collaboration between
both these digital operators is
an example of how tech diplo-
macy, can deepen, already

close relations between both
countries. By offering exclusive
features like translation, BiP is
a uniquely inclusive app that
will aid communication and

enable multilingual local
masses to readily adopt its
usage.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion ceremony, Murat Erkan,
CEO Turkeell, said, “Expand-
ing our digital services is a crit-

ical growth factor for Turkcell,
as we try to deliver on the
evolving needs of our cus-
tomers. We strongly believe in
the power of partnership and
we look forward to collaborat-
ing with Jazz to expand BiP
within the Pakistani market.
This cooperation with Jazz is a
milepost in achieving Turkey’s
goal of boosting high-value-
added technology transfer.

Once BiP’s usage grows in Pak-
istan, we will look to extend
this partnership model across
other VEON countries as well.
We are happy to contribute to
the development of these coun-
tries’ digital economies.”

GokhanYiiksektepe, CEO
BiP, said, “We are proud to
announce that our communi-
cation and life platform BiP is
gaining ground with Pakistani
users. We are dedicatedly
working towards our goal of
making BiP a global commu-
nication application, provid-
ing customized local
experiences to its users. Re-
garding this strategy, it is im-
portant for us to collaborate
with a partner in the region
like Jazz. Today, BiP and Jazz
are starting a strategic part-
nership with the aim of in-
creasing the penetration of
BiP in Pakistan.”

“Messaging is a strategic
application and a key enabler
of our digital operator strat-

egy,” explains KaanTerzioglu,
Group CEO, VEON. “We aim
to provide messaging solu-
tions with a wide range of
services in the countries we
operate, offering high levels of
security and enhancing the
local technology economy.
BiP is an excellent service that
is already proven in different
parts of the world and its ex-
pansion in Pakistan by Jazz
will benefit both users and dig-
ital ecosystem.”

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO
Jazz, said, “Our digital opera-
tor strategy focuses on serving
as a lifestyle partner for 120
million mobile broadband
users in Pakistan whether they
want to perform financial
transactions or stream TV
shows, listen to music or buy
insurance. With the launch of
BiP, we are further strengthen-
ing our digital services portfo-
lio and providing subscribers
with a multi-purpose commu-
nicationapp." =

Ufone 4G users to get 1GB free data on

Islamabad: Pakistani tele-
com company, Ufone 4G after
the resounding popularity of its
flagship UPower offerings, is
furtherboosting the utility of its
UPower 120 offer to deliver en-
hanced control and enablement
to its customers. Going for-
ward, upon subscribing any of
the options in UPower 120,
consumer will be awarded Free
1GB data.

The free data will be use-
able for top two social media
platforms,Facebook and

YouTube. The offer has been
designed to help users fulfill
their entertainment, educa-

tional, or work-related require-
ments, besides connecting with
their loved ones. A product that

‘UPower 120’

is already packed with value,
this limited time offer provides
more convenience to UPower
consumers,

The offer further enriches
the value of UPower 120,
which has unprecedented value
for money by allowing cus-
tomers to choose their own
package from amongst four op-
tions: All-In-One-Bundle, In-
ternet Bundle, All Network
Calling Bundle, or Unlimited
Ufone/PTCL calling bundle,
as suited to their Voice and

subscription

Data needs.

Customer can subscribe to
the offer through UPower 120
scratch card, by visiting the
nearest retailer or simply dial-
ing *1234# from their hand-
sets. The bundle can also be
subscribed through digital plat-
forms like the MyUfone App,
UPaisa App, Ufone Website, or
other digital applications. The
1GB free Facebook and
YouTube data will be valid for
24 Hours upon subscription. =

TECNO makes its mark on the high-end smartphone mar-
ket with the launch of its Flagship PHANTOM X2 Series

Lahore: TECNO's premium
sub-brand, PHANTOM,
launched its new flagship
PHANTOM X2 Series, includ-
ing the world’s first smartphone
to feature a retractable portrait

Lahore: TECNQ, an inno-
vative technology brand with
operations in over 70 markets
globally, has just launched its
new flagship-- PHANTOM
X2 Series at its flagship prod-
uct launch event in Dubai.
PHANTOM X2 Pro 5G fea-
tures pioneering retractable
portrait lens, a groundbreaking
imaging innovation to em-
power users to create studio-
quality portraits entirely on the
device.In addition to the tech-

PHANTOM

FC!P QUT, A BIG

lens comparable to a profes-
sional camera. Unveiled at the
TECNO Flagship Product
Launch 2022 event in Dubai, the
PHANTOM X2 Series, which

T comprises PHANTOM X2 Pro

TECNO collaborates W|th Pro Photographer Rankin to demonstrate the camera prowess of the Phantom
X2ket with the launch of its Flagship PHANTOM X2 Series

nology breakthrough, TECNO
has announced its partnership

wi photograp er, Rankin,

who has createda series of pi-

oneering  portraits  shots

through the lens of PHAN-
TOM X2 5G Pro and master-
minded PHANTOM X2 Pro’s
‘Master Filters’ , unveiling the
premium offerings brought by
the camera lens innovation.
An iconic portrait photog-
rapher, Rankin’s rule-breaking
attitude and connection with
his subjects, either celebrities
or “real” people, creates an
outstanding sense of individu-
ality and personality in every
one of his images. Whether

displayed in international ex-
hibitions or gracing the covers
of magazines, Rankin’s work
is synonymous with fearless
creativity and an innovative
approach to image-making.
His imagination and ambition
resonate strongly with
TECNQO’s brand essence,
“Stop At Nothing”, making
the portrait photographer the
perfect consultant for the
phone.

“The tech involved with

5G and PHANTOM X2 5G,
marks the brand’s bold entrance
into the high-end global smart-
phone market with a host of
groundbreaking features and
outstanding performance. =

this phone is extraordinary,”
said Rankin, “It's not just
about taking good images
quickly anymore, it's about
creating something visually
stunning that we can be really
creative with. That’s the
beauty of how photography is
evolving, and that's what audi-
ences really want. The great
thing about the PHANTOM
X2 is that it is the ideal
portable mobile tool to take
beautiful portraits.” m

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

DEC 15, 2022-JANUARY 15, 2023



Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

ECCL showcases its new digital payments
solutlon ‘PayMax’

Islamabad: China Mobile,
parent company of Pakistan’s
leading telecommunications
network, Zong 4G, promoted
its first digital payments solu-
tion ‘PayMax,” during an ex-
clusive product showcasing
event at Zong HQ in Islam-
abad. This strategic venture
aims to empower the people
of Pakistan with a financial
solution that is secure, unique
and ensures inclusion in the
unbanked sector of Pakistan.

China Mobile Pakistan
(CMPAK) and Electronic
Commerce Company Limited
(ECCL), a 100% owned sub-
sidiary of CMPAK ventured
into the market of digital fi-

nancial services after getting
the Electronic Money Institu-
tion (EMI) License in Pak-
istan from SBP in March
2022.

After acquiring the license,
CMPAK ECCL went on to
launch its commercial digital

payments solution under the
brand name "PayMax" which
furthers CMPAK's vision and
drive of a more digitally and
financially inclusive Pakistan.

Speaking at the occasion,
CEO CMPAK & ZongdG,
said, “Our mission is ‘to pro-

vide a trustworthy digital pay-
ments system through collab-
orative ecosystem for cashless
payments.” He concluded by
wishing PayMax success in
the future.

As a developing country, a
significant segment of the
economy in Pakistan is still
undocumented and operating
through traditional transac-
tion channels which rely heav-
ily on the use of cash, limiting
business opportunities and
growth severely. With over
60% of the adult population
being unbanked, PayMax
aims at providing seamless
digital payment solutions to
them. =

Ufone 4G’s ‘Regional Play’ brings exclusive voice and
data offers for 48 dlstrlcts Ig Paklstan

Islamabad: Pakistani tele-
com operator, Ufone 4G has in-
troduced extremely aggressive
Packages to bring exclusive
Voice and Data bundles in 48
districts across all four
provinces. The offer has been
designed to provide equitable
access to contemporary and
leading-edge voice and data
services in affordable prices, so
that customers across the coun-
try can enjoy enhanced utility
and improved user experience
over Ufone 4G’s high-speed

network.

The exclusive offer is avail-
able to customers who are ac-
tive from last 90 days or have
recently joined Ufone network.
Customers can avail of the of-
fers by simply dialing *4466#
from their handsets to enjoy
video calling, gaming, brows-
ing, socializing, educational
and professional pursuits and
much more on Ufone’s blazing
fast 4G network or can visit the
retailer to avail the amazing of-
fering.

Ufone 4G is committed to
delivering high-quality and reli-
able voice and data services
across the country to foster the
digital inclusion of all regard-
less of their socioeconomic or
geographical standing. The re-
cent offer addresses the issue of

affordability which is evidently
one of the most potent hin-
drances in access to the internet
and digital inclusion of the
low-income segments of soci-
ety. Through the Regional Play,
Ufone 4G devolves its digital
inclusion agenda to the ground
level to enhance its impact, so
that more and more people are
able to access uninterrupted
and high-speed connectivity to
unlock their potential for socio-
economic progress and devel-
opment. ®

Avari Hotel relaunches |ts restaurant The Mughal Court’

Lahore: Avari Hotel La-
hore, Pakistan's luxurious 5-
star hotel, relaunched its
restaurant  “The  Mughal
Court” recently.

Prominent figures, influ-
encers, food bloggers and cor-
porates were there to
experience authentic flavors
which tickled the most discern-
ing taste buds, making it a
finest dining experience. The
menu was meticulously re-
searched for selections of

dishes, aroma, taste and pres-
entation, drawing directly

recipes.

original
Amongst the wide varieties

from

served to the guests were the
authentically prepared ‘Missi
Roti’, ‘Murgho Badaam’,
‘Kastoori Kabab’, ‘Bukhara
Mutton Pulao’ and ‘Lab e
Mashooq'. The food was fresh
and prepared with superior in-
gredients, pronounced creativ-
ity, and complimented with
prompt service. The aroma of
authentic spices, interiors and
music were the indicators of
the legitimacy of this Mughal
theme restaurant. =

Systems Limited wholly owned subsidiary, NdcTech part-
ners with Temenos to expand market reach in GCC region

Lahore: We are pleased to
announce that Systems Lim-
ited’s wholly owned subsidiary,
NdcTech, has signed an agree-
ment with Temenos in which
NdcTech has been granted ex-
clusive licensing rights of
Temenos certified Country
Model Bank across selected 7
countries. This will enable Nd-
cTech to sell and maintain the
Country Model Bank license for
new implementation and up-
grade across those countries.

NdcTech is committed to in-
vest and develop regulatory and
business-specific localized func-
tionality to enhance these
Model Banks for banks of all

sizes in Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates.

NdcTech is one of the
largest System Integrators and
partner for Temenos in the Mid-
dle East and Africa. The com-
pany's  rich  engineering
expertise, in-depth knowledge
of modern banking platforms
and unique development
methodologies have led to this
strategic collaboration. Work-
ing together, NdcTech and
Temenos will open up new busi-
ness opportunities and drive rev-
enue growth among existing
clients through cross-selling by

incorporating regulatory re-
quirements and innovations rel-
evant to local market practices.

William Moroney, Manag-
ing Director, Middle East and
Africa at Temenos, said, “We
are excited to announce this
agreement with NdcTech,
which expands our addressable
market and opens new opportu-
nities for growth in these seven
counties in the Middle East.
NdcTech will invest in the
Country Model Banks to accel-
erate our competitiveness in the
region by delivering local IP
such as market specific prod-
ucts. With these partnerships we
bring additional investment in

our platform and scale in spe-
cific countries which ultimately
delivers incremental growth.”

AmmaraMasood, CEOQ,
NdcTech, said, “We are de-
lighted to be granted this license
by Temenos to develop Country
Model Banks in Pakistan and in
the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCQ) region. This milestone is
a testament to our capabilities as
a long-standing partner of
Temenos. Our deep knowledge
of global market practices and
regulations coupled with ex-
pertise in modern architectures
has enabled us to be the trusted
partner for the region’s pioneer-
ing banks.”s

B NATIONAL NEWS

Jazz receives 7
awards at Global
Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion Awards

2023

Islamabad: Jazz bagged 7
awards at Global Diversity, Eq-
uity & Inclusion Benchmarks
(GDEIB) Awards 2023.

The company received the
‘Best Practices' award for its vi-
sionary efforts in implementing
DEI as a strategy when it comes
to learning and development,
communications, community in-
tegration, government relations
and philanthropy initiatives. Jazz
believes in cultivating trust, and
acceptance to promote and con-
tribute to creating an inclusive
world.

“Inclusivity has always been
at the heart of all our policies
and being recognised for our ho-
listic D&I initiatives towards em-
powering the workplace renews
our vigour as we move forward
in our journey towards promot-
ing diversity and inclusion at
Jazz,” said Sanam Sheikh, Chief
People Officer, Jazz. =

UCP, Walled City Au-
thority sign MoU

Lahore: A bilateral coopera-
tion agreement has been signed
between the University of Cen-
tral Punjab and the Walled City
Authority. Under the agreement,
internships, education and train-
ing, tourism and culture will be
promoted for students. Apart
from this, 50 percent special dis-
count will also be given for re-
search work and projects of
students and faculty as well as
additional facilities and tourism
activities. Dr Khalid Manzoor
Butt, Dean, Faculty of Human-
ities and Social Sciences, and
Kamran Lashari, DG Walled
City Authority Lahore, signed
the MoU in this regard at a spe-
cial ceremony. »

LG unveils world’s first
“wireless” 4K OLED TV

Korea: Unveiled at the re-
cent CES 2023 event, the LG
Signature M3 OLED TV is a
true work of art. It is not only
a third-generation OLED TV
from LG but also the first 4K
OLED TV that is wirelessly
connected. This was made pos-
sible through the zero-connect
box that can be placed up to 30
feet from the TV and transmits
a 4K 120Hz signal to it. =
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Jazz partners with Ericsson to boost digital

Islamabad: Jazz, Pakistan’s
leading digital operator, has
partnered with  Ericsson
(NASDAQ: ERIC) to boost
digital skills for their entrepre-
neurial community in Pak-
istan through the Ericsson
Educate program with an aim
to accelerate local innovation.

This year long partnership
comes under Jazz xIr8, Pak-
istan's premier accelerator pro-
gram for startups, and aims to
solidify Ericsson and Jazz's
mission to enhance the na-
tion's digital skills and increase
access to education in the
country.

Promoting the portal lo-
cally through Jazz's own
youth-oriented programs, Jazz

skills among entre

will also work towards up-
skilling local talents and in-

creasing the readiness of
youths for jobs in the telecom
and ICT sectors.

The Ericsson Educate plat-
form will strengthen thelnfor-
mation and Communication
Technology (ICT) skills of se-

lected youth through a well-
curated online course on 21st-
century technologies that
include 5G networks, Internet
of Things (IoT), automation,
Artificial Intelligence (Al),
and Machine Learning (ML).
Upon successful completion
of the course, participants will

preneurs

receive Ericsson-accredited
digital badges of recognition,
boosting their portfolios in the
job market.

Commenting on this mo-
mentous development,
AamerEjaz, Jazz’s Chief Dig-
ital Officer said, “We are
thrilled to partner with Erics-
son to elevate digital skills in
youth and entrepreneurs
across Pakistan. Being inclu-
sive, scalable, and easy to use,
Ericsson Educate will help us
provide participants access to
quality educational content on
some of the most transforma-
tive digital technologies revo-
lutionizing the nation today.”

Aamir Ahsan Khan, Pres-
ident and Country Manager

of Ericsson Pakistan,said, “By
leveraging our strong global
expertise in the industry 4.0
space, Ericsson will also sup-
port Jazz to conduct webinars
run by Ericsson experts fo-
cused on emerging and next-
generation technologies,
providing participants valu-
able insights to prosper in the
digital age.”

Through close collabora-
tion with Jazz, the Ericsson
Educate program will offer
adequate and inclusive learn-
ing opportunities to upskill
the digital talents of youth
and entrepreneurs across Pak-
istan, in turn accelerating the
digital development of the
country.s

JazzCash partners with CDNS to provide ease of payment solution for 4m Pakistanis

Islamabad: JazzCash and
Central Directorate of Na-
tional Savings (CDNS) signed
a Memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) for Disburse-
ment and Collection
solutions.

Through this partnership
JazzCash, a subsidiary of
Jazz, and a part of VEON
Group and CDNS will ease
payment solutions for more
than four million people, in-
cluding widows and senior cit-

izens, under the ambit of dig-
ital financial inclusion. Jaz-
zCash users will be able to
receive profits in their mobile
wallets and buy national sav-
ing certificates  digitally
through the JazzCash App.

Speaking at the signing
ceremony, the Head of Jaz-
zCash, Murtaza Ali, said,
“Qur collaboration with
CDNS is a testament towards
our commitment to improve
the lives and livelihood of

consumers through technol-
ogy. This partnership is key
in highlighting how digital
solutions assist with saving
cost and time while providing
convenience to the end-
user.”m

TECNO, Google str

Lahore: TECNO, an inno-
vative technology brand with
operations in over 70 markets
globally, has inked a strategic
3 years partnership with
Google on software that will
further enhance the user ex-
perience and bring new dy-
namics to the smartphone
market. The partnership will
bring an optimized user expe-
rience for TECNO smart-
phones, where TECNO
mobile devices will be at the
forefront of delivering latest
Android updates, as well as
power more seamless cross-

PIA renews
content distri-
bution accord

with Sabre

Islamabad: Sabre, a soft-
ware and technology com-
pany, announced the
continuation of its agree-
ments with Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines (PIA).

The national airline has
extended its multi-year con-
tent distribution arrange-
ment with Sabre and the two
organizations will maintain
their strategic joint venture
in the Pakistani market.

This joint venture,
which began in 2004, has
provided PIA with access to
Sabre’s expanding global
seller network through its
Global Distribution System
(GDS). =

ategically partner to

TECNO and Googlc

STRATEGICALLY PARTNER TO UPGRADE USER EXPERIENCE

&

device experiences.

The partnership enables
TECNO to continue deliver-
ing new Android updates in a
timely manner. For instance,
TECNO was among the first
smartphone manufacturers to
make the Android 13 Beta

available, via the CAMON 19
PRO 5G this year, offering a
more customized interface,
better gaming performance,
and a one-handed mode.
Today, TECNO has devel-
oped into a recognized leader
in its target markets, delivering

upgrade user experience

state-of-the-art  innovation
through a wide range of
smartphones, smart wear-
ables, laptops and tablets,
HiOS operating systems and
smart home products.
"Google has been an im-
portant partner of TECNO
for a long time, dating back to
the launch of TECNO's first
smartphone,” sSays Jack Guo,
General Manager of TECNO.
“Leveraging Google's world-
class expertise in software and
innovation, coupled with
TECNO extensive experience
in the mobile phone industry

PTCL Group provides winter jackets to flood-hit people

Islamabad: PTCL Group in-
cluding Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Company Limited and
Ufone 4G has donated 3000
warm jackets to help the flood
affected communities of
Balochistan for the on-going
winter season.

The jackets were handed
over to Balochistan Rural Sup-
port Program (BRSP) to distrib-
ute it amongst the flood affected
families especially children,
women and elderly to protect
them from extreme cold in
Orak, Panjpai & Kechi Baig,
areas of Quetta, Ajram,
Surkhab/Niganda & Tuba
Kakari/Ibrahim Khan, areas of
Pishin and ShnaKhwara and
Nasai areas of Killa Saifullah.

On the initiative, Group Di-
rector PR, CSR & Corporate
Communication, PTCL &
Ufone, said, “PTCL Group is
aware that the plight of flood
affected people has been wor-

soned by extreme winters and
women, childern and the eld-
erly have been struggling to pro-
tect themselves from cold and
winter ailments.These are ex-
tremely difficult times and the

PSR
| BUT L

affected people need our assis-
tance to get through the hard-
ship. That is why, PTCL Group
under its continued commit-
ment to the relief and rehabili-
tation of the flood-hit
communities,decided to extend
a helping hand to ease their suf-
fering. We are grateful to BRSP
for helping us roll out the initia-
tive under ourCorporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) pro-

gram.”

On the initiave, Tahir
Rasheed, CEO BRSP, said,
“Majority of households up-
rooted by the devastating Mon-
soon floods of 2022 still await
complete rehabilitation and
hence remain in dire need of
humanitarian assistance to sur-
vive. Whilst the affected families
brave multiple challenges in-
cluding food scarcity, clean
drinking water, sanitation, shel-
ter and access to health and ed-
ucational facilities, the harsh
winter aggravates the adversity
multifolds across cold climatic
regions, including Balochistan.
Warm clothing and beddings
are two of the most needed
commodities as extreme cold is
setting in with winter diseases
galore. We are glad that PTCL
Group with its continued efforts
and support has once again
come forward to uplift the dev-
astated communities.” =

accumulated in emerging
markets, we will provide local
users with safe and reliable
smart devices with first-class
performance and excellent
user experience.”

“We are pleased to further
strengthen our partnership
with TECNO across Android.
This will help close the digital
divide by helping more people
to access smartphones by
2025; collaborating to build
more helpful products for the
next billion internet users,”
said Peter Fitzgerald VP
Global Partnerships.s

PTA blocks
millions fake,
replica mo-
bile devices

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) blocked 175,000 devices
against IMEI numbers re-
ported stolen through Device
Identification Registration and
Blocking System (DIRBS).

DIRBS identified and
blocked 29.56 million IMEIs
identified as duplicate. It also
blocked 0.88 million cloned
IMElIs identified as being used
against 5.28 million MSISDN
numbers. Bringing benefits
such as cleansing the local
market of fake and substan-
dard handsets, smuggled mo-
biles, and non-GSMA
approved mobiles on the net-
work, DIRBS has achieved
seamless functioning. =
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vivo X80

~
Display 6.78 Inch
Front Camera:32MP
amera Rear Camera:50+12+12MP
4500mAh
Baﬁery 80W FlashCharge
RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB
MediaTek Dimensity 9000 (4 nm)
J
Vivo V25e
N
Display 6.44 Inch
Front Camera:32MP
S Rear Camera:64+2+2MP
4500mAh
Battery 44W FlashCharge
RAM & ROM
Memory 8GB+256GB
MediaTek Helio G99 (6nm)
J
Vivo Y21T
\
Display 6.51 Inch
Front Camera:8mPp
amera Rear Camera:50+2+2MP
5000mAh
Battery 18W Fast Charge
RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB+128GB
P Qualcomm Sm6225
S5 Snapdragon 680 4G (6 nm)
J

Vivo V25 5G

Display 6.4 Inch
Front Camera:50MP
amera Rear Camera:64+8+2MP
4500mAh
Battery 44W FlashCharge
RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB
= MediaTek Mt6877
prssilel) Dimensity 900 (6 nm)
Vivo Y35
Display 6.58 Inch
Front Camera:16MP
amera Rear Camera:50+2+2MP
5000mAh
Baﬂew 44W FlashCharge
RAM & ROM
Memory 8GB+128GB
= Qualcomm Sm6225
S| Snapdragon 68046 (6 nm)
4
Vivo Y22
~
Display 6.55 Inch
amera Rear Camera:50+2MP
5000mAh
Baﬂefy 18W Fast Charge
RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB+64GB
MediaTek Helio G85 (12nm)
/
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:2,26,600 Rs:14,999
\ N
144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm : .
Di Sp| ay 6.5 Inc_h_es.Super Retina XDR OLED Displa 6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors play FullScreen 1600*720
w 12 MP, 1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55% .
W, ;.;p;m. dual pixal PDAF,'CIIS 12 MP Camera Rear: 13‘{?MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
, 12,0, 52mm (telephoto), 1/3.4%, 1.0um, PDAF Front: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera
> , OIS, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, fi2.4, 13mm (uirawide)
Non-removable Li-lon 3969 :
Z =110 8 mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging Sl 5000mAh Battery
Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min
Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
+
o Memo Intornal 64GB \'/[-11:55| 3GB RAM + 32GB ROM
Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity, i .
compass, barometer, Siri natural y Fgleg:;'g::'lt 8 FU nCtlonS
m language commands and dictation
~/ J
C Oppo F21 Pro Oppo A96
v Rs. 52,999 Rs. 44,999
Oppo A96 - A Powerful A-Series Smartphone \
Smart tech Oppo is unveiling A96 to the market. Oppo is
launching a new handset of its A-series of smartphones. The
coming smartphone of the company will be a mid-ranger and
will be launched in China soon. The newcomer will be named
CAMERA PERFORMANCE an Oppo A96. The chipset that is going to power the upcoming
smartphone will be Qualcomm Snapdragon 680 SoC. This is a
OPPO X SONY X709 ansmp 13 SUPERYVOOC powerful chipset that handsomely handles all the specs of
upper-class smartphones. To give more power to this Oppo's
Salfle Sersor 4500mAh lﬂrga EGT_TEW A96, there is a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core processor installed under the
NP Al Tnple Ciifia RAM Expcnsion Ici;md of this handset. The. smartphfme‘ got theltaste of the IPS
pacitive Touchscreen display which is exclusively made for
Fokeh Flare Portrait Qualcomm Ceto-Core Processor the devices of this brand. The screen size of this smartphone is
_ i 6.59 Inches. Oppo A96's going to have a full HD display with a
Microlens resolution of 1080 x 2412 Pixels. The SoC of the handset is
—— - paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM. The chipset and the RAM of
the Oppo sharp A96 will make the processing speed of the
phone lightning fast. The internal storage capacity of the device
DESI GN Colcros 12 is 128 gigabytes. This is enough storage capacity that will give
_ you enough space to place a huge amount of data for future
Fibﬂl’ngS'LEO'ﬂEf Design Inelusive Uesigﬂ use. The Oppo has got an Android 11 operating system in A96.
) The Smartphone has got a Dual Camera setup on the rear, the
q OPPO Glow Smatt Security main camera will be 50 megapixels and secondary camera [s 2
Ultra-Slim Retro Des'lgn Air Gusturs megapixels. On the front-facing of the AS6, there is a 16
megapixels selfie camera. The security of this device, to protect
Orbit Light Smart Notfication Hiding your data it has an under-display, optical fingerprint scanner.
The A96 is fueled with a powerful battery of 5000 mAh
capacity. It means you can use the smartphone A96 for a long
F period of time. And also there is a fast battery charging in A96
by Oppo. This coming up new Oppo A96 will be a competitor of
Samsung as the specs look guite impressive.
Oppo A76 .
» S Redmi A1+
I Rs. 34,999
v h Oppo A76- A Powerful Mid-Ranger h = _‘-J_,_i_:;j__jgd“ e
m Smart tech Oppo is unveiling A76 to the market soon. The Chinese & S &
zN manufacturer Oppo is working on a new smartphone for its A- — %y i Py
series. The upcoming new handset will be a mid-ranger and it will ﬁ@\ k
be launched in Malaysia. The newcomer will be named Oppo A76. . — :
h The coming smartphone will be powered by the Qualcomm Smal“tphﬁﬂ@
SME225 Snapdragon 680 4G (6 nm) chipset, this is a powerful
chipset that is used in upper-class handsets. The Oppo's A76 with i
this processor will provide the user with powerful results. The Red mi A1 +
smartphone has got a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core processor under the
hood of this smartphone. Also, there is a powerful GPU of Adreno RS. 1 9’999
610. The Oppo A76's going to have a 6.56 Inches big screen size
and It will provide the user with full HD plus the resolution of 720 x 2GB- 32GB
1612 Pixels. And there is an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
display that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding
results. This handset Oppo sharp A76 will be paired with a gigantic
RAM capacity of 6 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of m
the device show that it will enable the user to execute things -
within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the smartphone is La u nGhed
128 gigabytes that are enough to store a huge amount of data for . Lo
future use. The Oppo is packing a Dual Camera in the back of A76.
The main camera is 13 megapixels and 2 megapixels. The selfie
camera is 8 megapixels which will take wonderful pictures. The
upcoming new A76 got a side-mounted fingerprint sensor to @ e
protect your data from loss. And the battery of this A76 is 5000 CPTA &
méAh is planted inside the belly of the new A76 which is enough to F;ﬁ;‘ﬂ\‘:ﬁ‘;ﬂ‘ﬂ; =
keep running for almost one or two days of active use. And also g
there is a fast battery charging of 33W in this new handset which is B
called A76 by Oppo. Mow Samsung and other smartphone Enjoy wf Honth of
companies will be looking to bring features like the Oppo A76. Subscription
/ STARZPLAY
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Nokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earlier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5SMP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Nokia will implement Android OS 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 294 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Nokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants. /)

Q WINDOW TO

THE FUTURE

5.45"

HD+

Full View
Display

Realme C21
Rs. 19,999

¢

Realme C21 - A Mid-Rang Smartphone Of The Company

Smart tech Realme is launching the C21 smartphone to the
market. This Chinese company presented the C20 in the
January of this year, and Realme will present its successor in
three days. Now all the specifications of this phone have
appeared on AliExpress, and even the price is known. This
smartphone will be Realme C21. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the market that is called MediaTek Helio G35.
The new Realme's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this handset. This new upcoming
smartphone has a 6.52 Inches screen size which is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, and
this device Realme C21's going to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
PowerVR GE8320 in this upcoming device. Also, there is
screen protection of Corning Gerilla Glass 3. The upcoming
new Realme sharp C21 is packing the upcoming smartphone
with 4 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used
in this smartphone so you can say that your phone is going to
run at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM.
Realme has got 64 gigabytes of storage in C21 which means
that the capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smartphone, there is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the smartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The selfie shooter in this phone C21 will be 5
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and attractive
with this new C21. The smartphone has got a powerful battery
which will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5000 mAh
battery in C21 by Realme that will carry support for Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and other tech giants will face
serious competition when this Realme C21 will release.

Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have \
. Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near future. This
will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After
launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memory, and massive power, Honor's 20 Pro will come
packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin 980. This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
| chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concemed, Like other flagships the
Honor 20's Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh baltery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing

{ smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
¥ to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over other smartphone giants. /
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Nokia 2.3

X Mobile X2 Selfie Rs:14,900

Bnm’ IJ" JHE y Nokia 2.3 - ANew Entry-level Smartphone \

Tech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2, The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It is
an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Nokia's 2.3
ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be available in
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color variants. The
information leaked about the chipset of the new Nokia 2.3's,
confirms that it will be powered by the MediaTeka€™s Helio
A22. This chipset will be used in place of 28nm Snapdragon
425. This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Nokia
sharp 2.3. Different variants of the phone will offer different
ranges of RAM and internal storage. One of the models is
packed with 2 gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack
this new upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of
internal storage. The next variant will be available in 3
gigabytes of RAM capacity and the internal storage of the
phone will 32 gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may
offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may
also become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a 4000
mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower side, still
you will have enough power to keep the handset on toes. The
upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with
an LED flash that is placed just under the alone lens of the
phone. The front-facing camera will be 5 megapixels. The 2.3
by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As this is an entry-level
smartphone so you expect a reasonable price tag. The
company is now competitive enough to challenge high-rated
companies like Samsung by bringing smartphones like Nokia
2:3.
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Redmi 10A

Redmi 10A | &2/ 11,999: =4
0

4GB +128GB ! Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel

RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM

1.6GHz Octa Core Processor

15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.5D Curved)
MediaTek Helio G25
Octa-core Processor

4000mAh High Capacity Battery

SJ.lf.f!éé' 15314

225PR0O

RRP. 9,399

See better in the dark
It just keeps getting better

STORE YOUR
FAVORITE APPS

32+2GB
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Biometric 13MP Rear 5.71" HD+ Android 9 Pie 3000mAh
Face Unlock SMP Front Camera with Selfie notch battery

RRP 13,900]| [rrP 14,900 "%

2 GB RAM | 16 GBROM | | 3 GB RAM |32 GBROM | (oo
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Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-A73 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels
18:9 Screen ratio (409 ppi density)
Sensors: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)
Accelerometer, Proximity, Compass

‘ -DUAL SIM
-BLUETOOTH
-1200mAnBATTERY
-MP3/MP4 PLAYER

(Non-removable Li-lon ),3340 mAh
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Oppo F21 Pro 5G
8GB Rs. 84,999
\

o { Oppo F21 Pro 5G - APowerful Chipset Phone

e | Oppo is launching a new F21 Pro which has got a moniker
d“- 27 54, 99 9 L ‘-"“f.’ 5G at the end. The smartphone company Oppo is unveiling
= a handset in its F-series, the coming device of the company
will be a high-end phone. A newcomer will be named Oppo
F21 Pro 5G. The smartphone will be empowered by a
powerful chipset called Qualcomm SME375 Snapdragon
695 5G (6 nm). This is one of the latest flagship chipsets in
the market, and to give more power to this Oppo's F21 Pro
5G has a 2.2 GHz Octa-Core processor inside the handset.
The handset has got AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen and
there is a big screen size of 6.43 Inches, the users will enjoy
using this screen size. The smartphone Oppo F21 Pro's
going to have a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels.
And also in this device, there is a powerful GPU called
Adreno 619 under the hood of this smartphone. The SoC of
the smartphone paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM means that
the upcoming smartphone F21 Pro 5G by Oppo is having to
be very fast in its execution. The internal storage is 128
gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount of data
for future usage. The Oppo Pro 5G has got a Triple Camera
setup. The main lens of the setup will be 64 megapixels
along with 2 megapixels and 2 megapixels, a lens to capture
excellent photography. The front-facing of Oppo F21's Pro
5G will be a single camera of 16 megapixels. The
smartphone has got an under-display, optical fingerprint
sensor to secure your data. The battery of the phone is also
a massive one. The smartphone F21 Pro 5G is fueled with
(Li-Po Non-removable), 4500 mAh battery to get enough
backup time and the smartphone got a Fast charging of
33W. Now Samsung and other smartphone companies will
be looking to bring features like Pro 5G.

Ll

Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-
AT73 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53)

Quad Camera; 48 MP, f/2.0, (wide),
1/2", PDAF + 12 MP, /2.2, 13mm
(ultrawide) + 5 MP, f/2.4, (macro) +

5 MP, f/2.2, depth sensor, LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast battery charging 15W
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X Mobile X4
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Calme

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWVGA Screen
5.0 inches

24" colorful (¢ 4 Beaming o) Smart
Camera _ 1950 mAh

display Torch Lights

ﬂ-._.- .‘ 400 B ' R | 4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
M e Lo Game ' Card4GB Free
' microSD Card (supports up 64GB)
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Infinix Note 8 Remi Note 11

Rs.29,999
e N\ |Redmi Note 11 czxsmn
‘ Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex 90Hz AMOLED Pioneer
Ml 75 + 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55) Snapdragon® 680

90Hz AMOLED DotDisplay e
33W Pro fast charging I

= IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
BIETOIEVA 16M Colors, Multitouch
7.0 Inches

21% faster charging with
improved charging
efficiency™

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide)
. . 1/1.73", PDAF + 2 MP,
Camera (macro) + 2 MP, (depth)
+2 MP, Quad LED Flash

B J (Li-Po Non removable), 5200 mAh
Baﬂery - Fast battery charging 18W

32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM
Memory microSD Card, (supports
up to 256GB)

ot 128GB Buit-in, 6GB RAM
CCURLEE]  icroSD Card, (supports up o 256GB)

Infinix Zero 8

Rs. 36,999

.P . Octa-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
eSSl A76 + 6 x 2,0 GHz Cortex-A55)

— 6.85Inches,|PS LCD
BIL1s120  Capacitive Touchscreen,
16M Colors, Multitouch

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide),

C 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),
amera 1/4.0" + 2 MP, /2.4, (macro) +

2 MP, fi2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
B-attery Standby:upto 26 days
Talktime:upto 36 hours

128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
_Memory microSD Card,

(supports up to 256GB)

Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,

Features Fingerprint (side mounted), Proximity

Redmi 10C Ocean 9 Black(2GB)

Redmi 10C - e
Snapdragon® 680 | %-.U 8’650 . n:'-«‘:
Large 6.71" display

VGO Tel

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

S000mah battery
Supports 18W
fast charging

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)

(S5 11
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CAMON 18 Premier

Rs:59,999

Tecno Camon 18 Premier - Mid-Ranger Of The Tecno

Tecno is launching its all-new Camon 18 which has got a
moniker Premier at the end. The Chinese company Tecno is
working on the new smartphone, which was spotted on
Google Play Console. The coming phone model number is
TRCNO-CH9, and it will be called Tecno Camon 18 Premier.
The smartphone will be empowered by a powerful chipset
called Helio G96 SoC. This is one of the latest chipsets in the
market, and to give more power to this Tecno's Camon 18
Premier it has an Octa-Core processor inside the handset.
The handset has got AMOLED Touchscreen and there is a
big screen size of 6.7 Inches, the users will enjoying using
this screen size. The smartphone Tecno Camon 18's going
to have a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels. Also
in this device, there is a powerful GPU called Mali-G57
under the hood of this smartphone. The SoC of the
smartphone paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM means that the
upcoming smartphone Camon 18 Premier by Tecno is
having to be very fast in its execution. The internal storage is
256 gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount of|
data for future usage. The Tecno 18 Premier has got a Quad
Camera setup. The main lens of the setup will be 64
megapixels along with 12 megapixels, and 2 megapixels,
the lens to capture excellent photography. The front-facing
of Tecno Camon's 18 Premier is loaded with a 32
megapixels front-selfie camera setup. The smartphone has
got a fingerprint sensor to secure your data. The battery of|
the phone is also a massive one. The smartphone Camon
18 Premier is fueled with (Li-Po Non-removable), 4750 mAh
battery to get enough backup time and the smartphone gota
Fast charging. Now Samsung and other smartphone
companies will be looking to bring features like 18 Premier.

/

Tecno Camon 19 Pro

Rs:49,999

Tecno Camon 19 Pro - New-Series Of Smartphones \
Tecno is working on a new Camon 19 which has got a
moniker Pro at the end. Chinese manufacturer Tecno is
launching a new series of smartphones. Last year Tecno
has unveiled Camon 18 series, now the company is
preparing its successor which will be called Tecno Camon
19 Pro. The new smartphone will be powered by the
MediaTek Helio G96 chipset. This is a powerful chipset that
will empower the upcoming smartphone Tecno's Camon 19
Pro to provide the user with high-end performance, and
also there is an Octa-Core processor under the hood of this
smartphone. The upcoming new Tecno Camon 19's going
to have 6.8 Inches which is a massive screen, and to
provide the user with full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x
2460 Pixels. And there is an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display, also there is a powerful GPU of Mali.
The new Camon 19 Pro by Tecno is having an upcoming
smartphone with 8 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest
point of RAM used in this smartphone so you can say that
your phone is going to run at a super-fast speed because of|
its powerful RAM. The built-in storage capacity of the Tecno
19 Pro is 256 gigabytes which means that the capacity of|
your data is unlimited. On the rear of the smartphone, there
is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor of Tecno
Camon's 19 Pro will be 64 megapixels, 50 megapixels
along with the Al sensor. The selfie shooter of the phone will
be 32 megapixels. For this purpose upcoming smartphone
Camon 19 Pro is having a side-mounted fingerprint reader
to secure the data on the smartphone and only allow the
authorized person. The device will be fueled with a Non-
removable Li-Po 5000 mAh battery that will carry support
for Fast charging of 33W. Samsung and other tech giants
will face serious competition when the coming smartphone
19 Pro will release. Y.

Huawei P30
Rs:89,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series! \
Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smariphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones. Huawei's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawei P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is still in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has decided
to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smartphones that's why the new P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Artificial Intelligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the quality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipsel yet available. Y,

Tecno Spark 8C 4GB
Rs:30,999

\
Tecno Spark BC 4GB - A Spark-Series Phone

Tecno is introducing a new Spark 8C which has got a moniker
4GB at the end. The smartphone company Tecno is unveiling
a new device in its Spark series. The upcoming smartphone
will be launched in September this year, the coming handset
will be a mid-range device. The newcomer will be called
Tecno Spark 8C 4GB. This device got a Chipset of Unisoc
TE06 to give more power to this device and it has an Octa-
Core processor inside the phone to make the device ultra
fast. Also, there is a GPU of ARM Mali-G57 under the hood of
this Tecno's Spark 8C 4GB. The coming device has gota 6.6
Inches big screen size and It will provide the user with full HD
plus the resolution of 720 x 1612 Pixels. The new Tecno
Spark 8C's going to have an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display that is the latest one and well known for
its outstanding results. This handset will be paired with a
gigantic RAM capacity of 4 gigabytes. The chipset and the
RAM capacity of the Spark 8C 4GB by Tecno show that it will
enable the user to execute things with the coming handset
within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the
smartphone is 128 gigabytes that are enough to store a huge
amount of data for future use. The Tecno 8C 4GB will come
equipped with a Dual Camera setup. The main sensor of the
handset will be 13 megapixels, and another one is a QVGA
sensor, The selfie shooter of the smartphone will be 8
megapixels. In this upcoming new Tecno Spark's 8C 4GB,
you will find a rear-mounted sensor to protect your data from
loss. The battery of this upcoming new smartphone Spark 8C
4GB is 5,000 mAh to give full-day use to the users, also there
is a Battery charging 10W. This handset 8C 4GB will give
through time to its competitors like Samsung and others.

7

Tecno Camon 19 Neo

Rs:40,999

Tecno Camon 19 Neo - The Mid-Ranger \
Tecno is working on a Camon 19 which has got a moniker
Neo at the end. The company is launching a new
smartphone in its Camon series. The newcomer will be a
budget-friendly phone and will be named Tecno Camon 19
Neo. The smartphone got a Chipset of MediaTek Helio
G85 which is the most powerful chipset and to give more
power to this handset there is an Octa-Core processor
inside the Tecno's Camon 19 Neo to make the device ultra
fast. Also, there is a GPU of Mali under the hood of this
smartphone. The display screen size of the smartphone is
6.8 Inches and It will provide the user with full HD plus the
resolution of 1080 x 2460 Pixels. The new Tecno Camon
19's having an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen display
that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding
results. The handset will be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of 6 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity
of the Camon 19 Neo by Tecno show that it will enable the
user to execute things with this smartphone within
seconds. The internal storage capacity of the smartphone
is 128 gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount
of data for future use and the device got a microSD
dedicated slot. On the rear of the Tecno 19 Neo, there is a
Triple Camera setup. The main sensor of the handset will
be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixels, and 2 megapixels. The
selfie shooter of the phone is 32 megapixels, to make
taking selfies easier and more attractive. The Tecno
Camon's 19 Neo is having a side-mounted, optical
fingerprint reader to secure the data on the smartphone
and only allows the authorized person. The Camon 19
Neo will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5,000 mAh
battery that will carry support for Fast charging. Samsung
and other tech giants will face serious competition when
the coming 19 Neo will release. /

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,56,300

150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
- (5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33 in)

6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIEeEV]  |PS LCD capacitive

touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"
Camera , 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS
12 MP, /2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h

ody
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
Features , compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation
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Importer Name Brand Nov-22
Qty Amt
FUTURE TECH APPLE 133 159,496
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD APPLE -
CORETECH APPLE -
M/s. NIZAM ELECTRONICS APPLE
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE 313 255,636
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE -
AGILITY LOGISTICS PRIVATE LIMITED APPLE -
EXPERT TRADERS APPLE -
ORIENT ENTERPRISES APPLE -
PENTA INTERNATIONAL APPLE -
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE 100 78,570
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE -
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE 780 627,333
EVOLUTIONPK IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE -
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE 6,000 545,800
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G -
HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED HUAWEI -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED HUAWEI -
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 5,370 663,262
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 2 155
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX ssd 36,500
M/S.ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX 15,000 1,189,566
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD ITEL -
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 6 233
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 20,082 704,894
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 14,000 968,660
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED MAXFONE -
ADVANCE TELECOM NOKIA 5
M/S ALCATEL LUCENT PAKISTAN LIMITED NOKIA -
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA 5,000 671,000
OPPO MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO -
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO 67,000 7,128,600
IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO -
THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE OPPO 3
A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED OUKITEL .
M/S TRADELINK INTERNATIONAL REALME -
ANTPOWER TECH (PVT.) LTD REALME -
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME 20,000 2,310,000
Logistics Propel REALME 2
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION SAMSUNG 2
MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSUNG -
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSUNG 34 27,850
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 71,712 13,026,820
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG -
BURQUE CORPORATION (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG =
EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG -
UNITED MOBILE SAMSUNG -
M/s. NIZAM ELECTRONICS SAMSUNG n
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECNO 25,500 2,917,033
SAHAA TRADERS TECNO 1,400 131,922
M/S UNITED MOBILE TECNO 240 46,250
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 19,880 1,714,811
INOVI TELECOM PVT LTD TECNO -
CARLCARE SERVICE {PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 13 767
VIVO ELECTRIC (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO >
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED vivo 100,418 11,816,546
SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL -
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED VNUS -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD XIAOMI =
CABNET TECHNOLOGY Xiaomi -
CORETECH XlAOMI -
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 2| 360
NANO TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS Xiaomi -
PHONEZO IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi -
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED XiaomMi 91,454 7,510,586
SMARTLINK TECHNOLOGIES Xiaomi -
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIA0MI -
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED ZTE 19,380 1,248,337
M/S UNITED MOBILE ZTE -
APPLE 1,326 1,121,035
D CODE 6,000 545,800
DIGIT 4G =
HUAWEI =
INFINIX 21,032 1,889,483
ITEL 34,088 1,673,787
KOOBEE -
LT =
MAXFONE -
NOKIA 5,000 671,000
OPPO 67,000 7,128,600
ONE PLUS -
OUKITEL -
SAMSUNG 71,746 13,054,670
TECNO 47,033 4,810,783
VIvOo 100,418 11,816,546
VNUS -
VGOTEL -
REALME 20,000 2,310,000
XIAOMI 91,456 7,510,946
ZTE 19,380 1,248,337
Total 484,479 53,780,987
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra i n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telacommunication Ll

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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90Hz FHD+ AMOLED
DotDisplay

Redmi Note 11

90Hz AMOLED Pioneer

Snapdragon® 680
90Hz AMOLED DotDisplay
33W Pro fast charging

33W Pro Fast Charging
5000mAh (Typ)

Huge 5000mAh (typ) Powerful and efficient
battery processor
Redmi A1 Plus 10Wiin-box charger Supports expandable storage

8MP dual camera
Fingerprint sensor

5000mAh battery

Supports 18W fast
charging

Redmi 10C

Snapdragon® 680 |
Large 6.71" display

Massive 5000mAh battery
Redmi 10A In-box charger included

13MP dual camera

5000mAh battery —_— - v
745 hours 148 hours 20 hours 30 hours
of standby of music of video playback of reading

653 "Dot Drop display

—~
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