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l.ditor’s
Note

Price hike in
Ramazan

As the holy month of Ramadan is around the corner, traders, vendors
and hawkers have begun to stock the daily commodities. It is an admitted
fact that hoarding and black-marketing of items of daily use fall very
hard on the masses creating serious problems for their sustenance. But
in our country hardly any attention is paid to this aspect and whatever
measures are taken at the official level to contain hoarding, they remain
just cosmetic.

The profiteers are given to storing the essential items of daily use
when their prices are already out of the reach of the poor in the market.

Meat, pulses, vegetables, fruits, flour, and dairy products to the
smallest food item, nothing is spared from a steep hike in prices, bringing
hardship and grinding sufferings to the lives of the poor and the most
vulnerable sections of society.

Nothing has been said, so far, about a package of support for the
utility stores where at least, the most desperate and vulnerable can find
a little refuge from the price hike that appears to always open its jaws to
engulf them.

The fact must not be ignored that on the point of providing relief to
the poor on food items, a provincial government also has a major role
to play since the federal government has limited power to intervene in
the ground situation at the provincial level given the 18th Constitutional
Amendment. However certain measures taken by the Federal
Government have a direct bearing on keeping a check on the price hike.
Reduction in fuel prices is one of them.

Part of the price hike may well be due to macroeconomic trends such
as a major increase in fuel prices only days before Ramadan. However,
the principal factor for the price hike in Ramadan remains hoarding
and profiteering on the part of unscrupulous traders who covet huge
illicit money filling their coffers as public demand for food items goes up
during the holy month.

Keeping the market price of things steady during Ramazan has
always been a challenge for governments, both federal and provincial.
The price balance also goes out of control due to a dwindled economy.
Yet the government has to rise to the occasion and provide for the poor.

The economic team as such has no time to waste, nor should it
concern itself with the political fires that will be burning around them
with more ferocity in the coming days. Its thoughts should be focused on
the welfare of the poor.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has announced a Ramazan package
that includes free flour to the underprivileged. As a major relief for the
poor, the package is the first of its type, targeting financial help to the
underprivileged class of the country.

However, a huge majority in the country is the middle and lower-
middle-class people who, at present, are failing to meet a humble living
cost despite doing double jobs. They really are fighting for survival
because, if the costs of food items are up, the cost of utility services
is also crushing them. A large number of them are unable to bear the
expenses of education of their children after paying for the groceries and
utility bills.

It is surprising to know that consumer goods manufacturers continue
to raise the prices of the products until they earn profit proportionate
to market trends. The most troubling aspect of the issue is that the
government appears to be taking cosmetic measures to control the
prices in the absence of a price and profit assessment and regulation
mechanism. And this factor too is leading to record-high rates of
commmodities unbearable for the common man.
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l.etters to the

EDITOR

F.ducation system and digital future

With the start of the 21st century, a great revolution of
technology in the field of education has begun. Developed
countries have adopted modern technology in education
to keep students in touch with online teaching as well as
introduce them to the benefits of using modern technology.
They prepare their students for the digital future.

It is the time of holographic technology where a teacher from
miles away looks in front of you. It is the time of ChatGPT, a
California-based OpenAl (artificial intelligence) technology
in which trillions of words have been saved. So a student can
write an essay within a minute or find relevant answers to
spoken questions. Hence it 1s the time when internet users are
getting information with a single click.

But unfortunately, our students are not aware of using these
technological tools for their benefit. They lack basic education
on using the internet in a positive way. Similarly, students feel
uncomfortable with the online mode of teaching and are not
taking it seriously. During the COVID-19 pandemic, many
schools unprecedentedly rushed mto the online mode of
teaching. Some of them took online education as a need of the
hour and went ahead with it. However, some of them switched
back to the conventional system where a teacher’s physical
presence before students was necessary. In the traditional way
of teaching, students are in touch with a teacher for 3-4 hours
a day, while in developed countries students are in touch with
their teachers 24/7 online.

So the state, discharging its responsibility to this end, should
adopt the policy of modern-day technology in the field of
education where the students take benefits from it dispensing
with the conventional system of pen and pencil. It 1s time
to prepare our new generation of students for the upcoming
digital future. This system would increase job opportunities in
the state and abroad. This is the only way where our students
could stand parallel with the students of developed countries.

Fahim Marwat, Lahore

A silent killer

Hepatitis 1s known as the silent killer. It has recently been
found rising alarmingly in peri-urban squatter settlements
around Karachi. Since Pakistan is known for a high load of
people infected with hepatitis B and C, non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) routinely screen pregnant women for
hepatitis B and C in the targeted communities.

During 2020-2021, a data set identified a marked increase of
hepatitis C-positive pregnant women in a local community.
Hence a screening campaign was planned for the targeted
population, covering a different area each day.

A campaign was launched by affixing banners/posters and
holding awareness sessions and social meetings of health
workers with the likely affected communities. Rapid
diagnostic test kits were used for randomly screening 978
residents of villages. Out of them, 11.9 percent of individuals
were positive for hepatitis C, 1.4pc for hepatitis B, and 0.2pc
for both.

The affected persons were financially supported by a
philanthropist. They were referred to Jinnah Postgraduate
Medical Centre (JPMC) as well as to some welfare
organisations. Their diagnosis was confirmed, and
appropriate treatment was given to them.

These findings were just the tip of the proverbial iceberg as
the actual disease burden is much higher than that.

The provincial government has launched the Hepatitis
Prevention and Control Programme (HPCP), which aims at
ensuring a hepatitis-free Sindh by providing vaccination and
screening free of cost. This is the right step forward.

Dr Mahwish Naim, Karachi

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

(Census concerns

The first nationwide digital census is scheduled to get underway
next month. It is a midterm census for which the condition
of holding CNIC has been waived off, and the military’s role
reduced to security affairs.

The relevant authorities would do well to take into
consideration the apprehensions expressed by professionals
and civil society activists at a recent seminar organised by the
Sindh Coordination Council.

The elementary issues of transparency and correct headcount
need to be given primary value at a time when over a couple
of million houses stand damaged and more than 12 million
people displaced in Sindh owing to the massive floods that
turned life inside out during the last monsoon.

Besides, there is the matter of thousands of illegal immigrants,
especially Afghans, who are seen moving around the streets of
Karachi and other urban centres.

It is primarily the responsibility of the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics to ensure the credibility of the whole process,
otherwise, it will be a futile exercise and a sheer waste of
public money.

Dr Mehboob Shaikh, Karachi

EOBI’s contempt towards retirees

By virtue of the 18th Amendment, the labour laws were
devolved to the provinces in April 2010. While all the other
labour laws were transferred to the provinces, the federal
government for some inexplicable reasons, retained the
management of the Employees Old-Age Benefits Institution
(EOBI) which was constituted under an Act of parliament
passed in 1976. Since then, the pension scheme for the retired
employees of industrial and commercial establishments
has been facing tremendous difficulties, jeopardising its
efficient running. Whenever EOBI increases the amount
of contribution by employers and employees towards the
scheme, the same is challenged by the employers in the
superior courts and they get favourable judgements.

In 2005, the government made an amendment to the EOB
Act, whereby the basis of paying the contribution was
changed from a certain percentage of a fixed amount to six
percent of the prevalent minimum wages. It declared that the
term ‘Wages’ means the rates of wages as declared under the
Minimum Wages for Unskilled Workers Ordinance, 1969.
After the devolution, the federal government was unable to
make any amendment to the Ordinance of 1969, applicable
to all the provinces, as its authority is confined only to the
ICT. A few months ago, EOBI increased the amount of
contribution payable by employers in its online portal from
6pc of Rs13,000 to Rs25,000; an increase of 92pc. As per the
decision, 1pc of the contributory amount was to be shared by
the insured employees.

As the last month’s confribution has been deposited in
the SHC, in compliance with the latter’s order, EOBI has
retaliated by not accepting the pension claims of new retirees
from the petitioner companies. This act of the EOBI officials
1s highly unjustified and undignified, and it also constitutes a
violation of the SHC’s order.

The retirees are being penalised even when they are not at
fault as they have been regularly paying the lpc share of
contribution to EOBI, which is now refusing to entertain
their pension claims.

The EOBI management should stop being vindictive and
start honouring the claims of new retirees, who are now also

among senior citizens.

Ahmad Khan, Karachi

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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he government to

withdraw all incentives given

to the officials and allow them only fixed salaries. It is said that
billions of rupees are spent on their residences, utility bills,

protocol and securities.

espite tall claims of providing relief to

the masses and traders, the PDM coa-

lition government, headed by Shehbaz

Sharif, Asif Ali Zardari and Maulana-
FazlurRehman has given a mini-budget which has
caused further hikes in the prices of items of daily
use and inflation. On this mini-budget, everybody
is upset thinking about how he would survive in
this very tough time. It is time for the government
to withdraw all incentives given to the officials and
allow them only fixed salaries. It is said that bil-
lions of rupees are spent on their residences, utility
bills, protocol and securities. Instead of adopting
the austerity measures and implementing them in
true spirit to save money, the government prefers
to approach the IMF for a bailout after complying
with the very tough conditions of the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF), which directly affect the
life of the poor in the country.

Finance Minister Muhammad Ishaq Dar pre-
sented the Finance (Supplementary) Bill, 2023 in
the National Assembly proposing to impose new
taxes worth Rs 170 billion in various sectors to
minimize the fiscal deficit of the current fiscal year
2022-23.

Presenting the supplementary Bill, the Finance
Minister said the government has proposed to
increase the General Sales Tax on the import of
luxury items from 17 percent to 25 percent, while
overall General Sales Tax has also been jacked up
from 17 percent to 18 percent.

The Minister said the government recently

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

held talks with the IMF to revive the programme
earlier reached with it and it was agreed that the
government would take some tough decisions to
streamline the deteriorating condition of Paki-
stan's economy.

He said the new revenue measures would not
affect the poor segment as most of the new taxes
have been imposed on luxury items not used by
them.

The Minister added that in order to help the
poor cope with the rising inflation, the govern-
ment has also proposed aRs 40 billion increase in
the budget of the Benazir Income Support Pro-
gramme (BISP).

“The government has proposed to increase the
BISP budget from Rs 360 billion to Rs 400, allo-
cating Rs 40 billion in additional funds to benefit
the (BISP) beneficiaries,” he said.

The Finance Supplementary Bill 2023 propos-
es that a person acquiring a capital asset, being
shares of a company, shall deduct advance adjust-
able tax from the gross amount paid as consider-
ation for the shares at the rate of 10% of the fair
market value of the shares, which shall be paid to
the commissioner within 15 days of the payment.

The supplementary bill also proposes a 10%
advance tax on functions and gatherings. More-
over, FED of Rs 50,000 or 20% of the gross value
of air ticket (whichever is higher) has also been
proposed.

The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) FBR. will
issue a statutory regulatory order (SRO) to impose

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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25% sales tax on a wide range of imported Iuxury
and non-essential items.

This should generate additional revenue of Rs
15 billion in the remaining period of 2022-23.

FBR officials informed that the list is ready and
would be notified after approval of the mini-bud-
et.

The board will impose a 23% sales tax on the
import of the following items:

Home appliances, cosmetics, crockery, pet
food, private weapons and ammunition, shoes,
chandeliers and lighting (except energy savers),
headphones and loudspeakers, doors and window
frames, travelling bags and suitcases, sanitary ware,
carpets, tissue paper, furniture, shampoos, auto-
mobiles (CBU), luxury mattresses and sleeping
bags, bathroom ware/toiletries, heaters/blowers,
sunglasses, kitchenware, cigarettes, shaving goods,
luxury leather apparel, musical instruments, sa-
loon items like hair dryers and decoration/orna-
mental articles, confectionery, jams and jelly, fish
and frozen fish, sauces, ketchup, etc, fruits, dry
fruits (except Afghanistan), and preserved fruits,
cornflakes, frozen meat, juices, pasta, aerated wa-
ter, Ice cream and chocolates (in retail packing).

An official said the opening of the Letters of
Credit (LCs) and clearance of stuck-up import
containers is still at a halt due to the scarcity of
USD. There is a possibility that these contained
goods may start coming via Afghan transit trade.

o.2]

General Sales Tax on the
import of luxury items has been
increased from 17 percent to 25

percent, while overall General

Sales Tax has also been jacked

up from the existing 17 percent
of I8 percent

Tobacco companies in Pakistan announced an
increase in cigarette prices of 250 percent per pack
following the implementation of the government’s
PKR 170 billion ($649.190 million) mini-budget.

The budget includes a sales tax increase from
16 percent to 17 percent and a 150 percent increase
in the federal excise duty (FED) on cigarettes.

The retail prices of all popular cigarette brands
including Marlboro, Gold Leaf, Capstan and Gold
Flake, have gone up from the cheapest retailing at
PKR?11 to the most expensive now on sale for
PKR 522-525 per pack.

Public health advocates applanded the price
hikes, saying that price measures are the most ef-
fective way of discouraging tobacco consumption.

Critics say the recent FED threatens legal to-
bacco companies’ survival because their sales are
declining. Others note that the tobacco industry
has raised prices above what was required by tax
changes. The industry, they say, has widened the
per-packet price differentials by raising consum-
er rates significantly above the cost of the tax in-
crease on more expensive products and absorbing
the tax impact on cheaper products.

Meanwhile, as the inflation-stricken nation
continues to reel from the effects of an economic
maelstrom, the government dropped another oil
bomb by increasing the price of petrol by Rs 22.20
per litre.

The petrol price shot up by Rs3J5 per litre at the
end of last month, primarily due to the massive
devaluation of the rupee against the dollar.

The fresh hike in the prices of petrol and diesel
is also due to the rupee’s depreciation against the
dollar, the finance ministry said in a statement.

According to the finance ministry, the govern-
ment had also increased the price of kerosene oil
by Rs 12.90 perlitre and light diesel oil LDO by
Rs 9.68 per litre.

After the surge, the price of petrol has gone
up to Rs272 per litre against its earlier price of
Rs249.80 per litre, registering a hike of Rs22.60
per litre. m
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oody’s Investors Service (Moody's)

has downgraded Pakistan’s local and

unsecured debt ratings to Caa3 from
Caal.

Moody’s has also downgraded the rating for the
senior unsecured MTN programme to (P) Caa3 from
(P) Caal. Concurrently, Moody’s has also changed
the outlook to stable from negative. The decision to
downgrade the ratings is driven by Moody’s assess-
ment that Pakistan’s increasingly fragile liquidity and
external position significantly raises default risksto a
level consistent with a CaaJ rating.

In particular, the country’s foreign exchange re-
serves have fallen to extremely low levels, far lower
than necessary to cover its import needs and exter-
nal debt obligations over the immediate and medi-
um term. Although the government is implementing
some tax measures to meet the conditions of the
IMF programme and a disbursement by the IMF
may help to cover the country’s immediate needs,
weak governance and heightened social risks im-
pede Pakistan’s ability to contimually implement the
range of policies that would secure large amounts of
financing and decisively mitigate risks to the balance
of payments.

The stable outlook reflects Moody’s assessment
that the pressures that Pakistan faces are consistent

~ with a Caa3 rating level, with broadly balanced risks.

Significant external financing becoming available
in the very near term, such as through the disburse-
ment of the next tranches under the current IMF
programme and related financing, would reduce de-
fault risk potentially to a level consistent with a high-
er rating. However, in the current extremely fragile
balance of payments situation, disbursements may
not be secured in time to avoid a default. Moreover,
beyond the life of the current IMF programme that
ends in June 2023, there is very limited visibility on
Pakistan’s sources of financing for its sizable external
~ payment needs.

The downgrade to Caa3 from Caal rating also
applies to the backed foreign currency senior unse-
cured ratings for The Pakistan Global SukukPro-
gramme Co Ltd. The associated payment obliga-
tions are, in Moody's view, direct obligations of the
Government of Pakistan.

Moody’s has lowered Pakistan’s local and foreign
currency country ceilings to Caal and Caa3 from B2
and Caal, respectively. The two-notch gap between
the local currency ceiling and sovereign rating is driv-
P8  en by the government’s relatively large footprint in

* the economy, weak institutions, and relatively high
political and external vulnerability risk. The two-

Inflation in Pakistan is very high,
with food inflation at 42.9%
and transport inflation at 39.1%
year-on-year in January 2023.
Headline inflation is likely to rise
further as energy prices increase
in tandem with the removal of
energy subsidies. Implementing
further measures to raise
revenue or cut spending in this
environment is extremely social
and political

notch gap between the foreign currency ceiling and
the local currency ceiling reflects incomplete capital
account convertibility and relatively weak policy ef-
fectiveness. It also takes into account material risks
of transfer and convertibility restrictions being im-
posed.
Government liquidity and external vulnerability
risks have risen further since Moody'’s last review in
October 2022. Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves
have declined to a critically low level, sufficient to
cover less than one month of imports. Amid delays
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serious default
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Overall, Moody’s estimates that Pakistan’s external financing
needs for the rest of the fiscal year ending June 2023 will be
around Sl billion, including the outstanding $7 billion external
debt payments due. The remainder includes the current
account deficit, taking into account a sharp narrowing as
imports have contracted markedly

in securing official sector funding, risks that Paki-
stan may not be able to source enough financing to
meet its needs for the rest of fiscal 2023 (ending June
2023) have increased. Beyond this fiscal year, liquidi-
ty and external vulnerability risks will continue to be
elevated, as Pakistan’s financing needs will remain
significant and financing sources are far from secure.
At the same time, prospects of the country materi-
ally increasing its foreign exchange reserves are low

Overall, Moody’s estimates that Pakistan's ex-
ternal financing needs for the rest of the fiscal year
ending June 2023 will be around $11 billion, includ-
ing the outstanding $7 billion external debt payments
deficit, taking into account a sharp narrowing as im-
ports have contracted markedly.

To meet these financing needs, Pakistan will need
to secure financing from the IMF and other multi-
lateral and bilateral partners. Despite recent delays,
Moody’s assumes successful completion of the ninth
review of the existing IMF programme, although
this is not secured yet. This would in turn catalyse
financing from other multilateral and bilateral part-
ners. At the same time, the government will also
need to obtain the rollover of the $3 billion China
SAFE deposits and secure $3.3 billion worth of refi-
nancing from Chinese commercial banks for the rest
of this fiscal year. Of this $3.3 billion, Pakistan has
already received a deposit of $700 million from the
China Development Bank on 24 February 2023.

‘While this year’s external payment needs may be
met, the liquidity and external position next year will
remain extremely fragile. Pakistan's external debt re-
payments will remain high for the next few years.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Moody's estimates Pakistan's external financing
needs for fiscal 2024 are around $35-36 billion. Paki-
stan has about $25-26 billion worth of external debt
repayments (including interest payments) to make
in fiscal 2024, including a $1 billion Eurcbond due
in April 2024. In addition, Moody’s estimates Paki-
stan’s current account deficit at around $10 billion.

Pakistan’s financing options beyond June 2023
are highly uncertain. It is not clear that another IMF
programme is under discussion and if it does hap-
pen, how long the negotiations would take and what
conditions would be attached to it. However, in the
absence of an IMF programme, Pakistan is unlikely
to unlock sufficient financing from multilateral and
bilateral partners.

Inflation in Pakistan is very high, with food infla-
tion at 42.9% and transport inflation at 39.1% year-
on-year in Jamuary 2023. Headline inflation is likely
to rise further as energy prices increase in tandem
with the removal of energy subsidies. Implementing
further measures to raise revenue or cut spending in
this environment is extremely social and political. At
the same time, reform measures to raise fiscal rev-
enue are likely to remain key to unlocking further
financing from the IMF, as they will help to allevi-
ate debt sustainability risks. In particular, Pakistan
has very weak debt affordability. Moody's estimates
that interest payments will increase to around 50%
of government revenue in fiscal 2023 and stabilise at
this level for the next few years. A significant share
of revenue going towards interest payments will in-
creasingly constrain the government’s capacity to
service its debt while also meeting the population’s
essential social spending needs. m
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Inflation may reach
33% while Fitch
lowers Pakistani
ratmg to negatlve

Low

income households could remain under extreme

pressure as a result of high inflation on account of being
disproportionately exposed to non-discretionary items. Food
prices are high and they can’t avoid paying for that, so we're
going to see higher poverty rates as well feed through

nflation in Pakistan could average 33% in the

first half of 2023 before trending lower, and a

bailout from the International Monetary Fund

(IMT) alone is unlikely to put the economy back
on track, a senior economist with Moody’s Analytics
told a news agency.

“Our view is that an IMF bailout alone isn’t go-
ing to be enough to get the economy back on track.
‘What the economy really needs is persistent and
sound economic management,” senior economuist
Katrina Ell said in an interview. “There’s still an in-
evitably tough journey ahead. We’re expecting fiscal
and monetary austerity to continue well into 2024,”
she added.

The government of Pakistan and the IMF could
not reach a deal on April 9 and a visiting IMF del-
egation departed Islamabad after 10 days of talks,
but said negotiations would continue. Pakistan is in
dire need of funds as it battles a wrenching economic
crisis. An agreement on the ninth review of the pro-
gramme would release over $1.1 billion of the total
$2.5 billion pending as part of the current package
agreed in 2019 which ends on June 30. The funds
are crucial for the economy whose current foreign
exchange reserves barely cover 18 days worth of im-
ports.

“Even though the economy is in a deep reces-
sion, inflation is incredibly high as (result of) part of
the latest bailout conditions,” Ell said.

“So what we’re expecting is that through the
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first half of this year, inflation is going to average
about 33% and then might trend a little bit lower af-
ter that,” she added. The consumer price index rose
27.5% year-on-year in Jamary, its highest in nearly
half a century.

Low income households could remain under
extreme pressure as a result of high inflation on
account of being disproportionately exposed to
non-discretionary items. “Food prices are high and
they can’t avoid paying for that, so we're going to
see higher poverty rates as well feed through,” the
economist said.

Fitch Ratings has downgraded Pakistan’s long-
term foreign-currency issuer default rating (IDR) to
‘CCC-, from ‘CCC+’, the company said in a state-
ment, adding that no outlooks are assigned to ratings
of ‘CCC+’ or below.

The downgrade reflects further sharp deteriora-
tion in external liquidity and funding conditions, and
the decline of foreign-exchange (FX) reserves to crit-
ically low levels.

“While we assume a successful conclusion of
the 9th review of Pakistan’s IMF programme, the
downgrade also reflects large risks to continued pro-
gramme performance and funding, including in the
run-up to this year’s elections. Default or debt re-
structuring is an increasingly real possibility, in our
view,” the statement reads.

Liquid net FX reserves of the State Bank of Pa-
kistan were about $2.9 billion on 3 February 2023,
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or less than three weeks of imports, down from a
peak of more than $20 billion at end-August 2021.
Falling reserves reflect large, albeit declining, current
account deficits (CADs), external debt servicing and
larly in 4022, when an informal exchange-rate cap
appears to have been in place.

“We expect reserves to remain at low levels,
though we do forecast a modest recovery during the
remainder of FY23, due to anticipated inflows and
the recent removal of the exchange rate cap,” the rat-
ing agency said.

It said external public-debt maturities in the re-
mainder of the fiscal year ending June 2023 (FY23)
amount to over $7 billion and will remain high in
FY24. Of the $7 billion remaining for FY23, $3 bil-
lion represent deposits from China (SAFE) that are
likely to be rolled over, and $1.7 billion are loans
from Chinese commercial banks which we also as-
sume will be refinanced in the near future. The SAFE
deposits are scheduled to mature in two installments:
USD2 billion in March and USD1 billion in June.

Pakistan’s CAD was $3.7 billion in 2H22, down
from $9 billion in 2H21. As such, we forecast a full-
year deficit of $4.7 billion (1.5% of GDP) in FY23
after $17 billion (4.6% of GDP) in FY22. The nar-
rowing of the CAD has been driven by restrictions
on imports and FX availability, as well as by fiscal
tightening, higher interest rates and measures to limit
energy consumption.

Reported backlogs of unpaid imports in Paki-
stan’s ports indicate that the CAD could increase
once more funding becomes available. Nevertheless,
exchange-rate depreciation could limit the rise, as the
authorities intend for imports to be financed through
‘banks, without recourse to official reserves. Remit-
tance inflows could also recover after they were part-
ly switched to unofficial channels in 4022 to benefit
from more favourable exchange rates in the parallel
market.

Difficult IMF Conditions

Shortfalls in revene collection, energy subsidies
and policies inconsistent with a market-determined
exchange rate have held up the 9th review of Paki-
stan’s IMF programme, which was originally due in
November 2022. We understand that completion of
the review hinges on additional front-loaded revenue
measures and increases to regulated electricity and
fuel prices.

Challenging Political Context

The IMF’s conditions are likely to prove socially
and politically difficult amid a sharp economic slow-
by widespread floods last year. Elections are due
by October 2023, and former prime minister Imran
Khan, whose party will challenge the incumbent
government in the elections, earlier rejected an in-
vitation by Prime Minister Shehbhaz Sharif to hold

Fitch Ratings has downgraded
Pakistan’s long-term
oreign-currency issuer default
rating (IDR) to ‘CCC-’, from
‘CCCH, the company said in a
statement, adding that no

outlooks are assigned to ratings
of ‘CCC+ or below

talks on national issues, including IMF negotiations.

Funding Contingent on IMF Programme: Re-
cent funding stress has been marked by the apparent
reluctance of traditional allies - China, Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab Emirates - to provide fresh
assistance in the absence of an IMF programme,
which is also critical for other multilateral and bilat-
eral funding.

Government Committed to Debt Service: The
prime minister has also expressed the intention to re-
main current on all debt obligations. Pakistan repaid
a sukuk due in December 2022, and the next sched-
uled bond maturity is not until April 2024. =
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Covid rendered 16
lakh Pakistani youth

jobless
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THE WORLD BANK

 The recently released World Bank report provides the first
\| comprehensive review of global data for young people who

Ty

were under the age of 25 during the pandemic. It shows that the
COVID-19 pandemic disrupted human capital accumulation
at critical moments in the life cycle, derailing development
for millions of children and young people in low- and middle-

income countries

s per a recent report by the World Bank on

the impact of Covid-19 on South Asian

youth, around 1.6 million youths are idle

one in Pakistan. The COVID-19 pan-

demic that gripped the world some three years ago
has left millions of youth idle.

The first comprehensive analysis of post-pandem-
ic global data, “Collapse and Recovery: How Covid
Eroded Human Capital and What to Do About It,”
cited a drastic change in the school enrolment per-

, centages in Pakistan before and after the pandemic.

The recently released World Bank report pro-
vides the first comprehensive review of global data
for young people who were under the age of 25
during the pandemic. It shows that the COVID-19
pandemic disrupted human capital accumulation at
critical moments in the life cycle, derailing develop-
ment for millions of children and young people in
low- and middle-income countries. The time to take
action is now, or countries risk scarred generations of
unmet potential.

COVID-19 dealt the biggest setback to global
poverty-reduction efforts in decades — 70 million
more people were pushed back into extreme poverty.
But it also caused a hidden but massive collapse in
the human capital of young people at critical mo-
ments in the life cycle. The impact was much greater
in poor countries.

If unaddressed, there is a great risk that these
setbacks will have long-lasting ramifications on hu-
growth. The cost of inaction is high and the time
to act is short. Gaps will widen over time if not ad-
dressed, the WB warned in the report.
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Millions of children faced reductions in health
faced more stress in their care environments—or-
phanhood, domestic violence, and suboptimal nu-
trition—which led to declines in school readiness as
well as in social and emotional development.

Preschool-age children in nmltiple countries lost
more than 34 percent of learning in early language
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education shocks. Globally, this generation of stu-
dents risks losing $21 trillion in potential lifetime
earnings.”

Losses of lifetime earnings at this scale can mean
lower productivity, greater inequality, and possibly
greater social unrest for decades to come.

“Countries can and should act urgently to recover
these losses and invest better in their people. Human
capital is a key driver of poverty reduction and inclu-
sive growth. It is imperative for building resilience in
the face of current and future crises and shocks,” the
report contained.

Vaccinations and nutritional supplementation
campaigns; increasing coverage of parenting pro-
grams; increasing access to pre-primary education,
expanding coverage of cash transfers for vulnerable
families.

It suggested increasing instructional time; assess-
ing learning and matching instruction to students’
learning level; and streamlining the curriculum to
focus on foundational learning.

For youth, support for adapted training, job in-
termediation, entrepreneurship programs, and new

In the longer term, countries need to build agile,
resilient, and adaptive human development systems
that can better prepare for and respond to current
and future shocks.

Collapse and Recovery recognizes the need for
countries to prioritize among the long list of poten-
tial crisis recovery policies and offers an approach for
doing so that takes into account the extent of the col-
lapse, complexity and cost of implementation, and
political commitment.

As per the report, the enrollment among i chil-
dren between the ages of six and 14 dropped by six
percentage points once schools reopened, and 7.6
million children in the country alone have dropped
out of school.

The report presents global data on the pandem-
ic’s impact on young people at key developmental
stages: early childhood (0-5 years), school age (6-14
years), and youth (15-24 years). It finds that in South
Asia, today’s students could lose up to 14.4 percent
of their future earnings due to Covid-19-induced ed-
ucation loss.

The rising unemployment rate among the young
population has given way to increasing various socio
economic issues in Pakistan. The youth either lack
technocratic education or do not have adequate plat-
forms to utilize their skills. As a result, even the tal-
ented ones are underpaid, struggling to steer through
the current economic crisis. If not tackled wisely, the
country may experience a massive brain drain and a
sessile economy.

Against the backdrop of recent floods, an ongo-
ing foreign exchange crisis, and rising inflation, the
Pakistani youth has been hit hard by massive unem-
ployment. Sixty-four percent of the country’s pop-
ulation is under the age of 30. There is a noticeable

and literacy and more than youth bulge, which, if it is
.. WY EHIE 3 _ not addressed, will have se-
29 percent of learning in Millions of children faced re- = B

School closures and in-

caused students to miss out
on learning and to also for-

get what they had learned: their care environments—or-

on average, for every 30

ductions in health care—in-
effective remote leamingcluding missed critical vaccines.

ciety, and economy, further
exacerbating the hopeless-
ness, despair, and misery

They also faced more stress in now afflicting the nation.

The skills mismatch
widespread among 18 to

days of school closures, st- Phanhood, domestic violence, 2>-yearolds in Pakistan is

dents lost about 32 days of
learning.

people who would have had
a job in the absence of the

at the end of 2021, worsen

and suboptimal nutrition—

As many as 40 million Which led to declines in schoo
readiness as well as in social
pandemic, did not have one  and emotional development

probably one of the main
causes of youth unemploy-
l ment, which is a burden Pa-
kistan must shoulder. Many
young people do not have
access to high-quality edu-
cation or the skills needed to

ing youth unemployment trends. In multiple coun-
tries, 23 percent of all young people were neither in
education, employment or training in 2021.

The cognitive deficit in today’s toddlers could
translate into a 25 percent decline in earnings at their

“Today’s students in low- and middle-income
countries could lose up to 10 percent of their future
average anmual earnings due to the COVID-related
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find and keep jobs in a high-
ly competitive economy. Due to a lack of relevant
and market-driven skills, Pakistan is losing almost an
entire generation. The need for better skills renders
many unskilled people obsolete, forcing them to live
in poverty. Unskilled, illiterate workers put in long
hours of labor with inflated hopes for their careers
since they know they won't get very far without even
the most basic abilities. =
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Minister visits
Airlink mobile phone
assembly plant

b

Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha, Chief Executive Officer and

Executive Director of Airlink Communication Limited and
his team warmly received the Minister and briefed him on
the mobile phones assembly facility

inister for Planning and Develop-

ment, Prof Ahsan Igbal visited the

Airlink Communication factory at

Quaid-e-Azam Industrial Estate Kot
Lakhpat, Lahore recently. He went around differ-
ent departments of Airlink Communication mobile
phone assembly units.

Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha, Chief Executive Of-
ficer and Executive Director of Airlink Communi-
cation Limited and his team warmly received the
Minister and briefed him on the mobile phones as-
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sembly facility.

On the occasion, Ahsan Igbal said he was de-
lighted to visit the Airlink mobile phone assembly
plant. “T am happy to see state-of-the-art technolo-
gy and the production of world-class mobile phone
sets. I also discussed and assured the reps of their
association, support for export from Pakistan.”

The organisation is a strong proponent of in-
vestment in Pakistan and has invested heavily in
the local industry. With its top-line official partners,
1500+ employees, 13 retail outlets, and a nation-
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wide distribution network, Airlink is forever with
clients for all their tech needs.

The idea of the Airlink Mobile Manufacturing
Facility is to promote ‘Made in Pakistan’ products
and to create employment opportunities for skilled
and unskilled labours.
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Jazz helps TCF in digital skills to
over 200,000 youth

A

Jazz, CEO Aamir [brahim said we are proud to have collaborated with
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TCF on this important

initiative to digitize schools and provide students with access to the latest technology. Driven by
the impetus to digitally empower youth and assist the Government of Pakistan in realizing its
Digital Pakistan vision, Jazz continues to club its resources and expertise in creating long-term,

sustainable solutions and partnerships that uplift individuals and the larger community

azz, Pakistan’s leading digital operator and
a part of VEON Group, is digitally enabling
The Citizens Foundation (TCF) to imple-
ment tech-enabled learning across 1,800
TCF schools and ensure an advanced learning ex-
perience for over 250,000 students nationwide.

As part of this initiative, 23 computer labs have
already been revamped, and a school management
app has been introduced in all TCF schools, offer-
ing efficiency, transparency, and accuracy of data
collection and management for all students, facul-

ty, and non-faculty employees.

The blended learning solution for primary stu-
dents is an innovative approach that combines on-
line and offline education to provide a more inter-
active and engaging learning experience, while the
computer curriculum under DLP (Digital Literacy
Program) for grades 6-8 is specifically designed to
equip students with digital-age skills.

The digitization initiative also facilitated the
translation of books and learning materials for
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grades 6 and 7 into Urdu, creating a bilingual
curriculum, along with a scripted bilingual lesson

livered to schools across the entire TCF network,
which aided in the implementation of a blended
learning program.

Jazz has consistently been at
the front of youth and women
empowerment programs, and

the partnership with TCF is
another milestone in that
journey

Commenting on the initiative, Jazz CEO
Aamir Ibrahim said, “We are proud to have col-
laborated with TCF on this important initiative to
digitize schools and provide students with access

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

to the latest technology. Driven by the impetus to
digitally empower youth and to assist the Govern-
ment of Pakistan in realizing its Digital Pakistan
vision, Jazz contimues to club its resources and ex-
pertise in creating long-term, sustainable solutions
and partnerships that uplift individuals and the
larger community.”

Additionally, a program for the training of fe-
male teachers is a crucial part of the grant as it will
digitally empower women to adopt more leader-
ship roles and optimize their performance, which
has been a key focus area for Jazz towards build-
ing an integrated and equitable society.

; e
Jazz has consistently been at the forefront of
youth and women empowerment programs, and
this partnership with TCF is another milestone in
that journey. Through this initiative, Jazz deliv-
ers on United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) 4 — Quality Education; 5 — Gender
Equality; 9 — Industry, Innovation and Infrastruc-
ture; and 10 — Reduced Inequalities. m
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UBank collaborates

with Huawei

Technologies to scale up
UPaisa e-wallet system

L‘;'“{-HunWEa

In another event held in Lahore Nestlé Pakistan Limited
collaborated with Ufone 4G’s Business Process Outsourcing
Operations (BPO Operations) arm to establish a state-of-the-
art Contact Center solution to provide effective customer

services to Nestlé customers

Microfinance Bank Limited has col-
laborated with Huawei Technologies
(Private) Limited to scale and mod-
ernize UPaisa e-wallet system.

The initiative further enhances the bank’s pur-
suit of innovation and the future readiness of its
operations through robust infrastructure in order
to accelerate digital and financial inclusion in Pa-
kistan.

UBank has issued a letter of award to Hua-
wei Technologies Pakistan (Private) Limited for
a five-year frame contract of an e-wallet system.
The groundbreaking solution will enable UBank
to provide an open, highly reliable, and secure
payment solution to its customer base, particular-
ly people lacking access to the traditional banking
| system. Regarding the development, President
and Group CEOQO, PTCL &Ufone, HatemBama-
traf stated: “Fintech is revolutionizing banking by
imparting ease and access through accelerated ex-
pansion. PTCL and Ufone’s nationwide network
offers an excellent opportunity to bring reliable
financial solutions to every Pakistani citizen.”

“I am glad UBank is collaborating with a
global technology leader, Huawei to enhance the
reach and impact of UPaisa which has played a
pivotal role in fostering financial inclusion in Pa-
kistan. Moreover, the bank endeavours to provide
a matchless digital banking experience for its con-
sumers, in line with the PTCL Group’s cherished
philosophy of customer-centricity.”

Commenting on the partnership, Steven Yi —
Regional President Middle East & Central Asia,
Huawei Technologies, said, “UPaisa continues to
play a leading role in deepening financial inclu-
sion in Pakistan.”

“Through the innovative offering, UPaisa shall
be able to speed up time to market, offer more
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options to customers, enhance growth opportu-
nities, and integrate the latest technologies. We
are honored to work with Ufone to further enable
and flourish the Fintech ecosystem and contribute
more to Pakistan’s financial inclusion.”

UPaisa is a joint venture of Pakistani telecom
operator, Ufone 4G and U Microfinance Bank

Limited that has bridged the gap for financial in-
clusion and upward socioeconomic mobility. UP-
aisa brings banking services to under-banked and
unbanked segments of society, including women,
across some of the remote and hard-to-access re-
gions to help transform their lives.

The ease and accessibility of the service have
been pivotal to the growth and sustainability of
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individual entrepreneurs including micro, small,
and medium businesses, who are supporting
families and creating economic opportunities for
countless people across the country.

In another event held in Lahore, Nestlé Paki-
stan Limited collaborated with Ufone 4G’s Busi-
ness Process Outsourcing Operations (BPO Oper-
ations) arm to establish a state-of-the-art Contact
Center solution to provide effective customer ser-
vices to Nestlé customers.

In addition to voice and non-voice interac-
tions, the Contact Center will also manage social
media engagements, for end-to-end consumer
support and enhanced customer experience.

Ahmed Kamal, Group Chief Customer Care
Officer, PTCL &Ufone, Faisal Rana, Communi-
cations Director, Nestlé Pakistan and Abdullah
Jawaid, Business Head for Nestlé Waters busi-
ness were present at the signing ceremony held
at Nestlé Pakistan's head office in Lahore. Senior
officials from both organizations were also pres-
ent on the occasion. The partnering institutions
expressed intent to expand and further digitalize
services, automate processes, and enhance cus-
tomer accessibility.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Ahmed Ka-
mal, Group Chief Customer Care Officer, PTCL
&Ufone, said, “We're excited to partner with
Nestlé to help facilitate the company’s nationwide
customer base. Nestlé is one of the leading glob-
al corporate players and its faith in Ufone’s BPO
operations is a testament to the quality, technical
soundness, and reliability of our services. We are
steadfast in our commitment to providing an effi-
cient and rewarding customer service experience
for Nestlé customers.”

‘While signing the MoU, Faisal Rana, Com-
munications Director at Nestlé Pakistan said: “At
Nestlé we put our consumers at the heart of ev-
erything we do, and our call centre is a key en-
abler in this direction. We treat it not as just a call
handling centre but a business development hub,
to create engaging brand experiences for our con-
sumers and drive Trust and Advocacy.” He added,
“innovative consumer engagement services will
drive trust for Nestlé as a force for good, acceler-
ate digital transformation of our brands and en-
able digital commerce growth.”

Nestlé Pakistan is a leading food and bever-
ages company in the country, reaching out to the
remotest areas, offering products and services for
all stages of life, while staying true to its vision of
unlocking the power of food to enhance quality
of life for everyone, today and for generations to
come.

Ufone 4G has a proven track record of deliv-
ering high-quality digital B2B services to enhance
the efficiency, productivity, and competitiveness
of large-scale businesses. Its experience will come
in handy in delivering a matchless customer ser-
vices experience to the Nestlé user base nation-
wide, generating significant goodwill and loyalty
towards the company. =
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Great products and
extraordinary services
are the core path to
success in the market

A 3 ﬁm :\-{3}

vivo’s Founder, President and CEO -

SHEN WEI
President and CEQ
VivO

he

Shen Wei delivered

a speech titled “Go all-in to build strong foundations and
achieve long-lasting business vitality”

2022: A vyear of high-end breakthroughs
for vivo

Despite extremely fierce competition in 2022,
vivo continued with resilience to achieve its hard-
earned reputation in brand recognition and techno-
logical capabilities. Last year was the ‘year of the
high-end breakthrough’ for us, in which the compa-
. ny achieved numerous milestones with its high-end
| products through steadily implemented long-term
strategies.

The clear establishment of the underlying foun-
dations of the brand directly supported the pro-
motion of vivo’s high-end brand image in 2022.
Throughout this year, vivo fully invested in the core
value of ‘user orientation’. We clarified the funda-
mental relationship between product and brand,
and believe that the product is the basis, while the
brand is the result, and the driving force for prod-
uct development. We enhanced our ‘tech-driven’
and ‘design-driven’ innovation, the two engines for
our growth, and we enhanced our business strategy
by putting equal emphasis on the ‘closed-loop cus-
tomer experience’ as well as the ‘closed-loop busi-
ness model’. Our dedicated approach to building
strong fundamentals for our business has allowed
us to succeed in the face of fierce industry compe-
tition during unpredictable times. As a user-centric
brand, we recognize that only our devotion to build-
ing great products, and pursuing the ultimate user
experience will lay a foundation for vivo’s growth.

We underwent several tough challenges,
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achieved notable results in fundamental technolo-
gy innovation, and made significant breakthroughs
with regard to our high-end product line, marking
a monumental leap forward in creating a distin-
guished brand. After several years of strategic in-
vestment in fundamental research, vivo has ushered
in qualitative transformation with respect to the
four crucial aspects of design, imaging, system, and
performance, leading to the emergence of a ‘moat
effect’ for us. We have amassed a distinct reputa-
tion for the imaging capabilities of our phones and
further bolstered it by our global partnership with
ZEISS in an effort to redefine mobile imaging. The
vivo V23 series, V23 series and X80 have been ven-
erated by users — successfully achieving high levels
of loyalty, satisfaction, and enthusiasm toward our
products. Net promoter scores have also reached
record levels, and the market results continue to
improve.

Facing long-term challenges and going all-in
to build strong foundations and achieve long-last-
ing business vitality

Despite all the success, the future still holds a
myriad of challenges. The smartphone industry is
in the earliest stage of a new round of technologi-
cal revolution, with a potential slowdown being the
primary obstacle facing the entire industry. Over
the course of the next three to five years, this sit-
uation is expected to become relatively severe. We
are confident of overcoming these challenges by ad-

hering to our entrepreneurial mentality, long-term
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planning, and embracement of transformation and
disruption.

Enterprise development is sustained with cash
reserves and profitability; cash flow is everything
for an enterprise’s life. At vivo, we have realized
the need to make the creation and health of our
cash flow a priority. In a challenging market sce-
nario like the one we are witnessing currently, we
believe it is imperative to lower costs and improve
efficiency, with an emphasis on capacity enhance-
ment, constant innovation and the optimization of
operational efficiency. However, it shall be ensured
that cost reductions are in line with vivo's mission
and vision in a non — negotiable manner. Cost re-
duction cannot be achieved by short-term, unsus-
tainable means such as compromising with quality,
transferring of risks, and jeopardizing the interests
of related parties.

‘Way forward: vivo’s mission is to make users,
employees, partners, and shareholders happy and
content

vivo's strategic opportunity rests in our high-
end breakthroughs, with user-orientation being the
guiding principle of our efforts, and forward-look-
ing innovation serving as the cornerstone of im-
pressive products. Our focus this year will be to
expel low-margin misconceptions about the brand
through brand premiumization, and break innova-
tion bottlenecks with the help of core technologies.
‘We will also try to avoid price wars and reject prev-

alent industry temptations of obsessing with num-
bers. We believe that great products and extraor-
dinary services are the core path to success in the
market, and are determined not to trade short-term
gains for market size.

Our mission is to make users, employees, part-
ners, and shareholders happy and content, with an
aim to constantly develop into a more sustainable,
world-class corporation. This will be facilitated by
the culture of inward focus at vivo, where we all
strive to hold ourselves to the highest standards.
vivo is fortunate to be in an industry which has ex-
tensive room for growth. With the commencement

Discussed the long-term
strategies for this year in Online
Annual Meeting and Innovation

Award Ceremony

of the next decade of smartphone development, we
can see many challenges but also unlimited poten-
tial in front of us.

Every challenge is an opportunity for improve-
ment. The greatest product of an outstanding en-
terprise is itself, realized through its ability to stay
ahead of the curve. Throughout the nearly 28 years
of vivo’s history, difficulties and crises have always
offered it the best opportunities for development, to
press ahead onward and upward. Our user —centric-
ity, adherence to the ‘Benfen’ philosophy, focus on
long-term, win-win strategies, investments in strong
foundations, and approach of facing challenges
head-on will ensure we thrive through disruptions
and market cycles to become an even greater brand.

Faith is a spring bird in winter that can foresee
all the goodness to come. vivo's golden age has be-
gun and it is here to stay! m
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PTCL Group posts revenue growth
ot 10.2% despite difficulties
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Gl oup’s proﬁtablllty remained under pressure due to a significant hike in power and fuel
tariffs, devaluation of the Pak rupee against USD, higher interest rates, and other costs
associated with the acquisition of the 4G spectrum and related network rollout. The Group
has posted a net loss of Rs 7.8 billion

TCL Group has achieved double-digit reve-

nue growth of 10.2% during the financial year

2022. Pakistan Telecommmunication Compa-

ny Limited (PTCL), posted 8.6% growth in
its revenues, owing to its strong performance in both
retail and business segments, whereas Ufone achieved
7.1% growth in its revermes. The Group’s subsidiary,
U-Microfinance Bank, kept a strong momentum and
posted 35.4% reverme growth during 2022. The com-
pany announced its annual financial results for the
year 2022 at the meeting of its Board of Directors in
Islamabad recentty.

PTCL Group

PTCL Group’s revenue has increased by 10.2%
YoY to Rs 151.6 billion, mainly driven by strong
performance in the consumer segment led by fixed
broadband, mobile data, and wholesale & business
solutions, along with microfinance services.

The Group’s profitability remained under pressure
due to significant hikes in power and fuel tariffs, deval-
uation of the Pak rupee against USD, higher interest
rates, and other costs associated with the acquisition
of 4G spectrum and related network rollout. The
Group has posted a net loss of Rs 7.8 billion.

Pakistan Telecommumication Company
Limited:

PTCL continued its strong performance through-
out 2022. PTCL'’s revenue of Rs 83.4 billion for the
year 2022, the highest ever in its history, is 8.6% higher
than in 2021, mainly driven by growth in broadband
and wholesale & business solutions segments. Flash
Fiber, PTCL’s premium Fiber-To-The-Home (FTTH)
service, showed tremendous growth with the highest
Net adds within the FTTH market in 2022. The com-
pany has posted an operating profit of Rs 4.9 billion,
which is 17% higher as compared to the year 2021.
Net profit of Rs 9 billion, the highest since 2013, is
31.7% higher as compared to last year. PTCL contin-
ued to upgrade its existing infrastructure and networlk,
besides expanding its premium FTTH internet Flash
Fiber across the country to offer seamless connectivi-
ty for a greater customer experience. Prompt deploy-
ment of FTTH and strong performance in the Corpo-
rate and Wholesale segments are the cornerstones in
PTCL’s top-line growth, which along with the focus
on the cost optimization program, has significantly
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increased the company’s profitability.

PTCL Consumer Business:

PTCL fixed broadband business has shown 12.2%
YoY growth propelled by the aggressive FITH ex-
pansion. Flash Fiber showed unprecedented growth
of 102.7%, taking a lion's share of the market’s net
adds, whereas the PTCL IPTV segment also grew by
8.1% YoY. Voice and wireless broadband segments
witnessed a decline due to the conversion of custom-
ers to OTT services and competition from cellular
operators. PTCL has recently launched Pakistan’s

largest OTT Streaming platform ‘SHOQ’ to provide
PTCL posted 8.6%growth
whereas Ufone achieved 7.1%
growth in its revenues. The
Group’s subsidiary, U-Miecrofi-
nance Bank, kept a strong
momentum and posted 35.4%
revenue growth during 2022

premium entertainment, sports, and news content to
all data users. As internet penetration has increased
manifolds during the last few years hence Pakistan
needed a high-quality local OTT service that offers
affordable entertainment.

Business Services:

The business services segment continued its mo-
mentum sustaining market leadership in IP Band-
width, Cloud, Data Centers, and other ICT services
segments. PTCL'’s Enterprise business grew by 18.8%
as compared to last year, while Carrier and Whole-
sale business continued its growth momentum and
achieved 11% overall revenme growth. International
voice revenue has increased by 8.5% as compared
to last year. Overall Business Solutions reverme has
grown by 12.5% on a year-on-year basis.

Being the national telecom carrier and connec-
tivity backbone in Pakistan, PTCL Group strives to
provide innovative solutions to accelerate growth for a
‘Digital Pakistan’ through robust telecommmmnication
infrastructure and a diverse portfolio of services with
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enhanced customer experience.

PTML-Ufone:

In the year 2022, Ufone recorded positive Net
Adds with 3.9% YoY growth in the subscriber base
and has gained market share within the industry.

Since the acquisition of spectrum, Ufone has
grown from strength to strength registering 7.1% YoY
reverme growth in 2022 despite the challenges of an
increase in Advance Income Tax (AIT) and reduc-
tion in Mobile Termination Rates (MTR) and recent
floods in the country. This growth has been achieved
through investment in the network, aggressive product
offering focusing on data and regional play. The year
2022 was marked with a prime focus on data portfolio
enrichment. An array of new offerings was launched
targeting the data-savvy younger segment resulting in
more than 40% growth in data reverme. Owing to its
infrastructure modernization and fast deployment of
4G services across the country, the company has set
a higher bar in voice and data service quality. Paki-
stan Telecommmumnication Authority (PTA), in its na-
tionwide service quality benchmarking during 2022,
declared Ufone the No. 01 voice and data network.

UBank:

UBank, the microfinance and branchless banking
subsidiary of PTCL continued its growth trajectory
and achieved 35.4% growth in its reverme over the last
year by deepening its advances and investment portfo-
lio, despite the challenging macroeconomic situation,
further exacerbated by the recent flood. The balance
sheet footing of the bank reached Rs 221 billion as
the bank continued to diversify its asset classes and
funding streams while ensuring a positive bottom-line
impact. As the six business canvases of the bank,
namely: Rural Retail Banking, Corporate Finance &
Investment Banking, Islamic Banking, Urban Retail
Banking, Corporate Banking and Digital Banking
take their distinct forms and structures, the Bank is
working towards becoming a Retail Challenger Bank
aiming to extend banking services in accordance with
the unique needs of its diverse and heterogeneous cli-
entele. With the core mission of microfinance at its
heart, the business model of the bank is evolving to
capture new segments and customer classes to include
more of Pakistan in the banking network and further
its ambition of financial and social inclusion. m
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Visit of German Minister of State
Dr Toblas Linder to Islamabad

TR
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Durmg his first visit to Paklstan he held pohtlca]”talks Wlth his countepart Mmlster of cState
Ms Hina Rabbani Khar, Federal Minister of Climate Change Senator Sherry Rehman and
Minister of Commerce Syed Naveed QQamar. In the meetings, issues of mutual concern were

discussed in depth, from bilateral relations to regional politics

erman Minister of State at the Federal
Foreign Office, Dr Tobias Linder, visit-
ed Islamabad recently. During his first
visit to Pakistan, he held political talks
with his counterpart Minister of State MsHina-
RabbaniKhar, Federal Minister of Climate Change

think tanks as well as journalists and activists of
human rights. He also paid a visit to the Pakistan
Monument.

The visit of Dr Linder follows an intensive
schedule of high-level bilateral meetings over the
last months, the last of which took place between

The Ministers also exchanged views on import-
ant regional and global issues, including the situa-
tion in Afghanistan, Ukraine conflict, Jammu and
Kashmir dispute, and economic challenges faced
by the global community.

Federal Minister for Climate Change Senator

Senator Sherry Rehman and Minister of Com-
merce Syed NaveedQamar. In the meetings, issues
of mutual concern were discussed in depth, from
bilateral relations to regional politics.

Dr Linder underlined the strategic role of Paki-
stan and said: “As Pakistan is facing a multitude of
challenges, Germany stands firmly by the people
of Pakistan. We share key interests, and Pakistan
is playing a decisive role in stability in the region.
I am here to continue our dialogue. We want to
deepen our bilateral partnership and intensify our
cooperation in various areas including in the fight
against climate change, by which Pakistan is deep-
ly affected as last year’s catastrophic floods have
shown.”

Minister of State Dr Linder also met the Chief
of General Staff, Lt. General Muhammad Saeed
and shared views on regional security and stability.

Dr Linder held talks with representatives of
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Foreign Ministers AnnalenaBaerbock and Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on the sidelines of the Munich Se-
curity Conference in February.

Dr Linder held talks with
representatives of think tanks as
well as journalists and activists
of human rights. He paid also a
visit to the Pakistan Monument

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, MsHina-
RabbaniKhar thanked Germany for its substantial
support to Pakistan’s flood relief efforts. The Min-
ister of State said that the devastation caused by the
flash floods in Pakistan had underlined the need
for working together to address common challeng-
es such as Climate Change and food security.
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Sherry Rehman and Minister of State at the Ger-
man Foreign Office Dr Tobias Lindner discussed
possible areas of cooperation between Pakistan
and Germany in the fields of renewable energy,
climate adaptation, and mitigation.

During the meeting held at the Ministry of Cli-
mate Change, the two ministers also exchanged
views on the importance of international collab-
oration in addressing the global challenge of cli-
mate change. German Ambassador Alfred Gran-
nas was also present at the meeting.

German Minister of State Dr Tobias Linder
also called on Federal Minister for Commerce and
Investments Syed NaveedQamar and discussed
matters of mutual interests. During the meet-
ing, the commerce minister acknowledged and
thanked Germany's support for better market ac-
cess for Pakistan in the EU in awarding the status
of GSP Plus. =
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Faletti’s Hotel Lahore

Ydefes Ty Aty

Valentine’s Day is celebrated on the 14th of February every year.
It’s a day of love, and being grateful for your families & friends
On Valentine’s Day peaple express their love for their loved ones
through food and greetings.

Valentine's Day is not limited to lovers or couples. It is basically an
expression of love and gratitude for being blessed with families &
friends. A person can express his/her love for family too

14-Feb was celebrated offering the guests breathtaking decor and
ambiance. The chef special menu with live Vielin was an icing on
the cake it was a family affair to remember

Employees Birthday Party & Courtesy
Awards Ceremony Feb - 2023

Faletti’'s Hotel Lahore

Sirauberry Y Joy ety

We continue with February's heart-shaped and red theme by observing
National Strawberry Day at Faletti’s hotel on February 27th. These juicy,
sweet berries can brighten up any dish and are delicious all on their own.

Strawberry week was the announcement of spring in Lahore it was @
fruited activity with people from an walk of life participation
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Inter Departmental Cricket Tournament
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SBP for banning
apps involved in
ambling of billions

of dollars

Stream live! Be a star
Get gifts from fans!

LINICJUE PARI
A

Warning: Third-party Top-Up or Recharge is

o account closure =pe

These platforms are also involved in gambling through
various in-app casino games and other means. According to
the assessment made by State Bank, a total of $8.93 billion
has been remitted over the last two years through these live-

streaming platforms

tate Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has directed
the Pakistan Telecommunication Author-
ity (PTA) to block some live-streaming
platforms over concerns of immoral con-
, tent and excessive outflow of US dollars through
them.

According to sources, SBP noted significant
amounts of foreign exchange (FX) being remitted
abroad by the citizens of Pakistan through certain
social media platforms.

While conducting an assessment of FX con-
sumption, SBP observed that these social media
platforms mostly included live-streaming chan-
nels such as Bigo Live, Mico, StreamKar, and
others. The Bank says these websites are being
used for creating and sharing immoral content in
addition to virtual dating hence the responsibility
falls upon PTA to Block URLs and social media
applications containing and promoting immoral,
pornographic, and sexually explicit content and
activities.

These platforms are also involved in gam-
bling through various in-app casino games and
other means. According to the assessment made
by State Bank, a total of $8.93 billion has been
remitted over the last two years through these
live-streaming platforms.
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Therefore, SBP has directed the PTA to review
the content and activities on said websites in light
of relevant social media guidelines and regulatory
framework.

PTA should decide whether such applica-
tions/platforms could be blocked to prevent the
spread of immoral content and activities to save

PTA should decide whether
such applications/platforms
could be blocked to prevent the
spread of immoral content and
activities to preserve the
precious foreign exchange
reserves of the country

the precious foreign exchange reserves of the
country from shifting abroad through these apps.

Bigo Live is owned by the Singapore-based
BIGO Technology. Powered by Artificial Intelli-
gence technology, BIGO’s video-based products
and services have gained immense popularity,
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with around 400 million monthly active users in
more than 150 countries. These include Bigo Live
(live streaming) and Likee (short-form video).

In July 2020, Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) banned the live-streaming appli-
cation Bigo and issued a “final warning” to the
video-sharing service TikTok over uploading ob-
scene and immoral content on the platforms.

TikTok is a Chinese social networking app
that allows users to make video clips, lip-sync to
songs and create short videos.

Last week, a civil miscellaneous application
was filed in the Lahore High Court demanding an
immediate ban on TikTok. The petitioner said the
app was a “great mischief of modern times” and
had become a source of spreading pornography
for the sake of fame and ratings on social media.

According to a statement released by the PTA,
complaints were received from different segments
of society against immoral, obscene and vulgar
content on social media applications, particularly
TikTok and Bigo.

“PTA had issued necessary notices to the
aforementioned social media companies under
the law to moderate the socialisation and content
within legal and moral limits, in accordance with
the laws of the country,” the statement said.

The PTA said the response of these companies
was “not satisfactory”.

“Therefore, in the exercise of its powers under
PECA, the PTA has decided to immediately block
Bigo and issue a final warning to TikTok to put
in place a comprehensive mechanism to control
obscenity, vulgarity and immorality through its
social media application,” the statement read.

Earlier the PTA had temporarily suspended
the online game PlayerUnknown's Battlegrounds
(PUBG).

In a statement, the authority said it had re-
ceived several complaints about the game being
“addictive”, a waste of time and its potential neg-
ative impact on children’s physical and psycho-
logical health. Multiple petitions have been filed
against the ban.

Digital rights groups say there is no legal basis
for a video game to be censored, and the PTA has
not cited any legal provision for going ahead with
this “ban”.

‘While section 37 of the Prevention of Elec-
tronic Crimes Act 2016 gives PTA the authority
to block “unlawful online content”, even an unde-
sirable narrow interpretation of the section does
not warrant blocking a video game for the reasons
cited by the PTA, said a statement issued by Bolo
Bhi.

The move has also been opposed by Science
and Technology Minister Fawad Chaudhry who
said the banning culture was “killing the tech in-
dustry™”.

“Well I [am] against all kinds of general bans,
such attitude is killing (the) tech industry, we can-
not afford such bans,” FawadCh tweeted.

The former Minister for the PTI government
has expressed the hope that the IT minister Syed
AminulHaq would take notice of the ban and in-
struct the PTA not to encourage such restrictions
as it would cause harm to the development of na-
tional technology on a long-term basis.

This list of over 250 apps banned in India
since 2020 includes PUBG Mobile, Tiktok, Free
Fire, and more. Check out the full list here.

Back on June 29, 2020, the government an-
nounced a ban on 59 apps, including TikTok,
Sharelt, Clash of Kings, CamScanner, and UC
browser, among other 54 apps. Later, on June 27,
2020, 47 more apps were banned, which included
the wildly popular PUBG Mobile. Another 118
apps were banned on September 2, 2020, which
included WeChat, Ludo World, Cleaner, and
more. As many as 230 apps were banned in 2020.

In 2022, the government of India once again
looked to ban several apps that “pose a threat to
India’s security.” It banned 54 apps, including
previously banned apps that were relaunched as
clones. The latest list includes the popular game,
Garena Free Fire. m
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leTok near ban in US
for spying, data theft

If the American government imposes a ban on TikTok, it will also be closed down 1n many
European countries and the situation will be similar to that of Huawei mobile phones.
TikTok was banned four times in Pakistan for violating terms and conditions that it will not
upload data against Islamic norms, yet the authorities kept quiet after they were bribed. It 1s
reported that TikTok has invested in Pakistan using advertisements and by co-sponsoring the
PSL-8 to keep the media and the officials concerned mum. Reliable sources in the telecom
say that TikTok receives billions of rupees every month from advertisements in Pakistan but
it does not pay a single penny as tax to the national exchequer. Rather TikTok has also
blocked Pakistan through credit cards. And if a user in Pakistan wants to advertise on
TikTok, he cannot pay from within the geographical limit of the country but showing the
location of Dubai or any other country
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ikTok, which officially has over one billion

active users worldwide, also has a huge

market for users in Pakistan whereof this

app is earning billions of rupees however
without paying a penny as tax to the national ex-
chequer. TikTok was banned four times in Pakistan
by the court of law, yet this app using external and
internal pressure negotiated and settled matters with
the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority and the
Ministry of IT, following which the government
gave assurance to the Court that TikTok will strictly
observe Pakistani ideology and moral ethics about
its material. Thus, TikTok was allowed to resume
operations in the country.

Sources in the know of the background facts say
that TikTok was shut down many times in Pakistan,
but it was permitted to open the office in the country
after its officials met with the people of the Pakistan
Telecommumication Authority (PTA) and the Min-
istry of IT and Telecom and assured that no anti-Pa-
kistan post or material which was repugnant to the

it - bk 2 t' >

Zubair Kasuri

COVERSTORY |

Islamic traditions, would be allowed to be uploaded
on the app. The Chinese authorities also satisfied the
Pakistan government about the commitment made
by the TikTok authorities. According to reports,
TikTok has invested in Pakistan through media and
in PSL 8 by means of bribing the media and the bu-
reaucrats. As such the officials and machinery under
them as well as the media are not opposing what
business this app is carrying out in Pakistan. TikTok
is keeping the media cool by giving its ads and brib-
ing the officials concerned on the other hand while
taking the commercial business in billions from this
country. Reliable sources in telecom say TikTok re-
ceives billions of rupees every month through ad-
vertisements in Pakistan but it does not pay a single
penny to the national exchequer. Rather TikTok has
also blocked Pakistan through credit cards. And if
a user in Pakistan wants to advertise on TikTok,
he cannot pay within the geographical limit of the
country but show the location of Dubai or any other
country or details and data from outside Pakistan.

TikTok is earning billions of rupees from Paki-
stan through advertisements paying nothing to the
national kitty. And given the political and econom-
ic conditions of Pakistan, TikTok uploads lakhs of
Pakistanis videos daily, which contain objectionable
material, without passing them through any censor-
ship. For there is no precise censorship policy in the
country in this regard and most importantly for the
fact, the people responsible for implementing cen-
sorship have been bribed by the app to do anything
against TikTok. Hence it enjoys a free hand, sources
allege.

Our neighbour, India, smelling the anti-state ma-
terials through foreign apps, banned many applica-
tions including TikTok, some three years back. On
the same premise, Pakistan authorities also banned
TikTok in the country, but it was for a very limited
period of time, after which the government itself
restored its operations. If the impact of TikTok in
Pakistan is evaluated in practical terms, it is evident
that it has badly hit the culture and moral ethics in
our society.

The most serious is the fact that the TikTok ad-
ministration blatantly flouted the law in Pakistan
and did not follow even one percent of it. Sources
allege the former chairman of PTA received a huge
bribe from the app which they say, may well be said
the biggest source of bribery for officials in Pakistan.
Sources also say that TikTok is controlled by the se-
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cret agencies of the Chinese government as Huawei
mobile phones used to be controlled by them. After
the US government put a ban on American applica-
tions of Huawei smart mobile phones, the Huawei
mobile phones business was also stopped in Paki-
stan. But the TikTok business continued in Pakistan.
Sources alleged TikTok was sourced for access to
the users’ data in Pakistan. If you look closely at the
form the contract is signed with the user, you will
find that TikTok gets all permissions to access all
your mobile data hence you cannot store any valu-
able data in your smartphone while the TikTok app
is there.

British broadcaster BBC Hindi and BBC broad-
casted a comprehensive report on the TikTok appli-
cation on this count which is also made part of the
article. The BBC report framed certain questions
and the TikTok management in one of them was
unable to answer whether or not it will be able to
protect users’ valuable data.

National security concerns about the Chinese
company TikTok have been forcefully highlighted in
America. In the US, all government agencies have
been directed to remove the Chinese app from all
staff devices within 30 days due to cyber security
concerns. Some US parliamentarians have called
for a nationwide ban on this app while some other
counties, including Canada, have also adopted mea-
sures to check the use of this app.

In 2020, TikTok executives narrowly escaped
a ban as the US’s most successful and popular app
by then-President Donald Trump. Then Trump was
met with a daily firestorm of questions about cyber-
security risks. Thanks to a number of legal compli-
cations, the debate largely died down. And when
President Joe Biden took over in 2021, the proposal
by former President Trump was rejected.

And you may have heard the sigh of relief from
TikTok and the millions of influencers who make
their living through social media. It's back to where
it all started with this dint of video looping feature
of this app, albeit with a difference in that much is at
stake now than in the past.

According to Sensor, an app analytics company,
when President Trump talked about banning it three
years ago, around 800 million had downloaded the
TikTok app worldwide and this number has now
reached 3.5 billion.

National security concerns
about the Chinese company
TikTok have been forcefully

highlighted in America. In the
US, all government agencies
have been directed to remove
the Chinese app from all staff
devices within 30 days due to
cyber security concerns

The three cybersecurity concerns about TikTok
and the stand of the Chinese company thereon.

TikTok collects ‘bulk’ of your data:

A TikTok spokeswoman told the BBC that the
app’s data collection was “in line with industry
practices”. Critics often accuse TikTok of collecting
large amounts of data from users. A cybersecurity
report published in July 2022 by researchers at the
Australian cyber company Internet 2.0 is often cited
as evidence of this. Analysts said that TikTok col-
lects excessive details like users’ location, which spe-
cific device they are using and what other apps are
on the device. However, a similar test by Citizen Lab
found that ‘Compared to other popular social media
platforms, TikTok collects the same type of data to
understand user behaviour.” Similarly, a recent re-
port by the Georgia Institute of Technology in Jan-
vary said, the important fact here is that most other
social media and mobile apps do the same thing,

2. The Chinese government can Spy On users
using TikTok:

A TikTok spokeswoman told the BBC that the
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company is completely independent and “has not
provided user data to the Chinese government and
we wouldn't if we were asked to. It Is troubling for
privacy experts, but most users accept handing over
alarge chunk of private data as part of the deal made
with social networks. They collect information and
use it to sell ads on our platform, or sell users’ data
to other firms trying to advertise to us elsewhere on
the Internet. She said, the problem of the critics
with TikTok is that it's owned by Beijing-based tech
company ByteDance, which makes TikTok unique
as a non-US mainstream app. While all other social
media platforms like Facebook, Instagram, Snap-
chat, and YouTube all collect similar amounts of
data, they are all US-based companies. Sections are
confident that the data collected through these plat-
forms will not be used for any nefarious purposes
that may jeopardize national security.

Donald Trump’s 2020 executive order alleged
that TikTol's data collection could potentially allow
China to ‘track the locations of US federal employ-
ees and contractors, create dossiers of personal in-
formation for blackmail, and ‘Corporate espionage’.
However, the facts indicate that this is only a theo-
retical threat, but concerns have been heightened by
an ambiguous Chinese law passed in 2017. China’s
national Article Seven of the Intelligence Law states
that all Chinese organizations and citizens must
'support, assist and cooperate’ with Chinese intel-
ligence efforts. This phrase has led many people to
suspect not only TikTok but all Chinese companies.
However, researchers at the Georgia Institute of
Technology say the phrase is taken out of context,
and note that Chinese law contains caveats to pro-
tect the rights of consumers and private companies.

Since 2020, TikTok executives have repeated-
ly tried to reassure people that Chinese staff can-
not access the data of non-Chinese users. But in
December, ByteDanceadmitted that several of its
Beijing-based employees had accessed the data of
at least two American journalists and “a few other
people” to track their location and check coinciding
with whether they have been meeting with TikTok
employees suspected of leaking information. A Tik-
Tok spokesperson says the employees who accessed
the data were fired in December. The company in-
sists that user data is stored in the US and Singapore
and is never stored in China. The company says it is
also in the process of building data stores elsewhere,
for example in Ireland, where it plans to move all
UK and EU customer data by 2024.

3. TikTok can be used as a weapon of ‘brain-
washing’:

A TikTok spokesperson says: ‘Our Community
Guidelines prohibit misinformation that could harm
our community or people at large, including engag-
ing in unethical behaviour. In November 2022, the
US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Director
Christopher Wray told US lawmakers that “the Chi-
nese governument... could control the algorithm, and
could be used for influence peddling. These con-
cerns were reinforced when another app from the
TikTokcompany, Duain, which is only available in
China, was heavily censored and allegedly used to
encourage educational and similar content to go vi-
ral. All social media networks are heavily censored
in China, with an army of internet police blocking
such content. Deletes content that criticizes the gov-
ernment or incites political unrest.

At the very beginning of TikTok's rise, there
were high-level cases of censorship on the app.
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here are many online loan apps operating

in Pakistan that are scamming hundreds

of people with millions of rupees every

day. They lure people by offering easy
loans and trap them in their fishy net.

The Securities and Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP), has recently launched a probe into
these companies and started taking action against
these loan apps.

But, still, there are many innocent people who
are being trapped on a daily basis by these illegal
loan apps and they end up losing their hard-earned
money.

They have been consistently facing a long-stand-
ing problem surrounding various loan applications
that are scamming people in the name of low-inter-
est loans, blackmailing them with personal informa-
tion and then demanding higher returns.

SECP in a previous statement said that loan
companies performing these operations are illegal
since they are running a lending business without a
proper license. In the fight against these illegal and
unregistered loan companies, SECP has now joined
hands with both Google and Apple.

Talking about the issue with journalists at the
SECP headquarters, SECP representatives said that
they are in contact with both Apple and Google,
requesting them to remove and ban any unlicensed
digital lending application from their platforms.

Google has a history of being cooperative with
local laws and accepted similar laws in countries
such as India, the Philippines, Kenya, Nigeria and
others.

According to data from the SECP, a total of 58
unlicensed lending applications are reported for
removal from the Playstore during January 2023,
whereas a similar request was sent to Apple for one
unlicensed lending app.

To prevent further scams, SECP has issued new
rules which require licensed digital lenders to dis-
- close their full corporate name and licensing status
|, on their app, and also make sure that both their ad-
\ vertisements and in-app information are 100 percent
genuine and do not intend to mislead users in any
way and in any form.

In the notice, the SECP has advised users to thor-
oughly read the terms and conditions before down-
loading the application or taking out a loan through
it. The users are advised to go through every minute
detail, including; interest/markup rate, service fees,
and late payment penalties, so that the digital loan
lending apps cannot beguile themn into sending more
checking the app’s licence and whether it abides by
all the laws and rules.

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has set up a
Service Desk Management System for those affected
by the rising scam of digital loan lending apps. Us-
ing the facility, people can lodge complaints against
such apps if they do not follow the law. In the past
couple of months, the SECP has received a lot of

complaints about nano loan applications, including

Google has a history of being
cooperative with local laws and
accepted similar laws in
countries such as India, the
Philippines, Kenya, Nigeria
and others

factors such as massive interest rates, misleading dis-
closures, and collection through threat.

As per details, they lure people by offering loans
of up to Rs30,000 for 90 days and giving them loans
of Rs2,000 to Rs3,000 for a week, charging up to
200 percent interest and service fees. According
to the SECP, the FIA has launched a crackdown
against such illegal apps and is actively tracing
those operating the apps by looking for their offices,
phone mumbers, and email addresses being used for
these crimes.

Loan scams can be very convincing and it's im-
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SECGP approaching
Google, Apple for
crackdown on illegal
loan apps

—

SECP

To prevent further scams, SKECP has issued new rules which
require licensed digital lenders to disclose their full corporate
name and licensing status on their app, and also make sure
that both their advertisements and in-app information are 100
percent genuine and do not intend to mislead users in any way

and in any form

portant to take steps to protect yourself and your
money. Following are some tips to avoid loan scams
and protect citizens’ money:

Do your research: Before applying for a loan,
research the lender or loan app thoroughly. Check
if the lender is registered with the relevant author-
ities and has a good reputation. You can also read
reviews and ratings from other customers to get an
idea of their experience.

Beware of upfront fees: If a lender or loan app
asks for upfront fees or charges, it's a red flag. Le-
gitimate lenders usually deduct fees from the loan
amount, and you should never have to pay any fees
before receiving the loan.

Don't share personal or financial information:
Never share your personal or financial information,
such as your social security number, bank account
mumber, or credit card details, unless you're sure
that the lender is legitimate.

Read the terms and conditions: Before accepting
a loan offer, carefully read the terms and conditions
to understand the interest rates, fees, and repayment
terms. If anything is unclear, ask the lender for clar-

Trust your instincts: If something seems too
good to be true, it probably is. Trust your instincts
and be cautious if a lender or loan app is making un-
realistic promises or pressuring you to accept a loan.

Seek professional advice: If you're unsure about
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a loan offer or if you're experiencing financial dif-
ficulties, it's recommended to seek professional ad-
vice from a financial advisor or credit counsellor.

By following these tips, you can protect yourself
from loan scams and ensure that your finances are
safe. It’s important to be vigilant and cautious when
applying for loans to avoid falling victim to fraud.

If you believe you have been the victim of a loan
fraud or scam in Pakistan, you should report it im-
mediately to the relevant authorities. Here are the
steps you can take to report a loan fraud or scam:

Contact the lender or loan app: If you suspect
that a lender or loan app has engaged in fraudulent
activity, you should first contact them to report the
issue and request a refund if necessary.

Contact the State Bank of Pakistan: If you are
unable to resolve the issue with the lender or loan
app, you can contact the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) to report the fraud. You can do this by calling
the SBP’s toll-free helpline at 0800-77000 or by sub-
mitting a complaint online through the SBF’s com-
plaint management system.

File a complaint with the Federal Investigation
Agency: If you believe that a loan fraud or scam is
criminal in nature, you can file a complaint with the
Federal Investigation Agency (FLA). You can do this
by visiting your nearest FIA office and submitting a
written complaint or by submitting an online com-
plaint through the FIA's website. m
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eta has partnered with the Paki-

stan Telecommunication Authority

(PTA) and the Trade Development

Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) to
raise awareness about e-commerce scams and
share tips on how to stay safe online.

“At Meta, we are committed to connecting peo-
ple, including making it easier for sellers and buy-
ers to find each other online, but some people take
advantage of others by running scams online,” said
Beth Ann Lim, Meta’s Policy Programs Director
for the Asia Pacific region.

“We are pleased to partner with PTA and
TDAP, as well as local content creators, to pro-
mote responsible use of the internet and support
all users in Pakistan to connect with their favourite
businesses safely.”

Pakistani content creators like Romaisa Khan
and Bilal Munir are also collaborating with Meta
to alert their followers on Facebook and Instagram
about the scams.

Romaisa Khan, known for her entertaining vid-
eos, said people need to be wary of deals that seem
too good to be true. Bilal Munir from Video Wali
Sarkar discussed ways in which online sellers can
build trust with consumers and protect themselves
from phishing and hacking scams.

Kamran Gandapur, Director General Web
Analysis Cell of PTA, said, “e-commerce scams
continue to be an obstacle for businesses and con-
sumers alike.”

“We are pleased to partner with Meta to raise
awareness among people in Pakistan so they can be
better equipped to protect themselves from scams
as they navigate the digital space for buying and
selling and building their online communities.”

PTA and TDAP will share messages on ac-
count security and identifying scams, reaching a
wider audience and helping create more aware dig-
ital citizens.

It is noted that the regulation of e-commerce

~ in Pakistan is still in its infancy, with government
\ efforts to develop a framework for e-commerce ac-
§! tivities only recently gaining momentum. The legal

issues related to online transactions in Pakistan in-
clude consumer protection, dispute resolution, and
intellectual property rights.

In recent years, the government has taken steps
to address these legal issues by forming the e-Com-
merce Policy Framework, which aims to provide
a comprehensive framework for e-commerce ac-
tivities in Pakistan. The framework includes provi-
sions for consumer protection, dispute resolution,
and intellectual property rights.

However, the lack of a dedicated e-commerce
law, coupled with a lack of enforcement, contin-
ues to be a major challenge for the regulation of
e-commerce in Pakistan. The government has also
launched an e-commerce portal, which aims to
provide a platform for e-commerce issues.

Online e-commerce in Pakistan is open to var-
ious forms of fraud. This includes phishing scams
where fraudsters send fake emails or messages pre-

. tending to be from legitimate e-commerce websites

or banks to trick users into revealing sensitive in-
formation like passwords and credit card details.
Another common fraud is the sale of counterfeit
products, often at lower prices but of low quality.
In addition, there are fake websites designed to
look like legitimate e-commerce sites to trick users
into entering personal and financial information or
making purchases.

Payment fraud is another issue where fraud-
sters trick users into making payments through
fake payment gateways or steal payment informa-
tion during the transaction process. Shipping fraud
is also prevalent where fraudsters trick users into
paying for goods that are never delivered or are sig-
nificantly different from what was advertised.

The regulation of e-commerce in Pakistan is
still in its early stages as many legal issues related
to online transactions need to be addressed. Con-
sumer protection, dispute resolution, and intellec-
tual property rights are among the key areas that
need to be addressed to encourage the growth of
e-commerce in Pakistan. The government has tak-
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“At Meta, we are committed to connecting people, including
making it easier for sellers and buyers to find each other online,
but some people take advantage of others by running scams
online,” said Beth Ann Lim, Meta’s Policy Programs Director
for the Asia Pacific region

en steps to address these issues, but still more needs
to be done in terms of enforcement and implemen-
tation of the laws and regulations.

To safeguard against online e-commerce fraud
in Pakistan, it is advisable to shop only from rep-
utable and trusted websites; be cautious of suspi-
cious emails and messages; use secure payment
methods like credit cards with fraud protection;
and keep records of all transactions.

To summarize, the legal framework in Pakistan
for countering e-commerce fraud involves multiple
laws and regulations. The Electronic Transactions
Ordinance (ETO) of 2002 governs the use of elec-

The regulation of e-commerce
in Pakistan is still at early stages
as many legal issues related to
online transactions need to be
addressed

tronic transactions in the country and provides a
legal framework for e-commerce activities. It in-
cludes provisions for protecting personal data, safe-
guarding against hacking and unauthorized access,
and preventing fraud.

Additionally, the Information Technology Act
of 2000 provides a legal framework for the use of
information technology in Pakistan and includes
provisions for protecting electronic records, digital
signatures, and intellectual property rights, as well
as measures to prevent cybercrime and fraud.

The Consumer Protection Act of 2019 protects
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consumers against fraud and other forms of ex-
ploitation in e-commerce transactions. The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) Cyber Crime Wing is
the government agency responsible for investigat-
ing and prosecuting cybercrime, including e-com-
merce fraud, in the country. These laws and regula-
tions are enforced by various government agencies
and individuals, and businesses need to report any
incidents of e-commerce fraud and follow best
practices for protection.

The e-commerce consumer court in Pakistan is
a specialized forum established to address disputes
between consumers and e-commerce businesses.
The court was created in order to provide consum-
ers with a more accessible and efficient mechanism
for resolving disputes, particularly in the rapidly
growing online shopping industry.

The court hears cases related to issues such as
false advertising, product defects, delivery prob-
lems, and payment disputes. Consumers can file a
complaint with the court, which decides a matter
on the basis of evidence. The court has the pow-
er to order the e-commerce business to rectify the
situation, compensate the consumer, or take other
necessary actions to resolve the dispute. The deci-
sion of the court is binding on the parties involved
and enforceable through the courts.

Overall, the e-commerce consumer court in
Pakistan serves as an important tool for protecting
the rights of consumers and promoting fairness
and transparency in the online shopping industry.
It provides a quick, cost-effective and accessible
means for resolving disputes, and helps to build
trust between consumers and e-commerce busi-
nesses.
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Gokina Smart Village a prototype
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of digital inclusivity in Pakistan

) R s
communities. We look forward to

transformative collaborations with our esteemed partners I'TU, Huawei, NADRA, and Jazz,
as well as service providers TeleTaleem and SehatKahani, to have a significant impact on the

lives of these people

ederal Minister for Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunication Syed
AminulHaque inaugurated the ‘Gokina
Smart Village Project.’

The pilot project comes under the umbrella of
Smart Villages of Pakistan, a nationwide initiative
launched by the MoITT in 2021 with the Univer-
sal Service Fund (USF), International Telecom-
munication Union (ITU) and Huawei.

Lauding the efforts of USF, ITU and Huawei,
the Minister said: “It is anticipated that the pilot
projects and the Smart Pakistan Village initiative
as a whole will help overcome key challenges that
people in rural areas face such as limited access
to healthcare, education, financial, and digital ser-
vices, unemployment and lack of income-creation
opportunities, gender gaps, and a rural-urban di-
vide exacerbated by uneven technology prolifera-
tion. The Smart Village Pakistan Projects will be
initiated in all provinces very soon.”

Highlighting the Gokina Smart Village Proj-
ect details, AminulHaq said that three priority ar-
eas were identified through the needs assessment
study in Gokina, a valley settlement located 21 ki-
lometres from Islamabad.

Initially, one Smart Village will be established
in Islamabad, followed by one each in Punjab, Ba-
lochistan, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Gilg-
it-Baltistan.

Education- Gokina village has a high school
for boys and for girls. However, it was found that
there were no science teachers, particularly in the
school for girls, which created difficulties for stu-
dents in getting benefits both in terms of learning
as well as competing for future professional oppor-
tunities. The project has identified an e-education
provider (Tele-Taleem) to bridge this gap.
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The Minister said there was a medical centre in
the village with limited medical services available.
The health worker would be responsible to provide
very basic health advice and services to the com-
munity members.

It was also highlighted that the biggest chal-
lenge in getting access to health services was the
time which was consumed in commuting the pa-
tients to Islamabad. The project has identified an
e-health provider (SehatKahani) to bridge this gap.

Initially, one Smart Village will
be established in Islamabad,
followed by one each in Punjab,
Balochistan, Sindh, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and
Gilgit-Baltistan

Digital Skills & Entrepreneurship- It was found
that there was a clear need and demand for digital
skills enhancement and entrepreneurship, where-
by community members can utilize a hybrid mod-
el of digital as well as non-digital tools to become
entrepreneurs in the identified areas like fashion,
stitching, handicrafts and other home businesses
for women. Modern agricultural skills, chef skills
for local youth, marketing of products and access
to finance and market for existing and upcoming
businessmen in the communities were also high-
lighted.

Speaking on the occasion, NADRA Chairman
Tariq Malik said: “After the success of mobile NA-
DRA vehicle, we are excited to launch the NAD-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

RA Motorcycle Services — starting from Gokina
Smart Village, and will soon be initiated all over
Pakistan — where people will be able to avail all
NADRA facilities close to their homes, such as
family registration certificate, child registration
certificate, and more.”

Earlier in his opening remarks, HaarisMah-
mood Chaudhary, Chief Executive Officer (CEQ)
of USF said: “Gokina Smart Village project is an
exemplary model of how we envision the future of
digital inclusivity in Pakistan. Sustainable digital
growth is key to accelerating rural development
and supporting the socioeconomic stability of in-
dividuals. “The agenda of the USF is to empower
the underserved communities. We look forward to
transformative collaborations with our esteemed
partners I'TU, Huawei, NADRA, and Jazz, as well
as service providers TeleTaleem and SehatKahani,
to have a significant impact on the lives of these
people”, he said.

Atsuko Okuda, Regional Director of ITU said:
“The Smart Village Pakistan initiative promotes a
whole-of-government approach to bring the ben-
efits of digital transformation in sectors such as
health, education and agriculture to the rural and
remote communities, leaving no one behind and
offline.”

Ahmed Bilal Masud, Deputy CEO of Huawei
Technologies Pakistan said: “Huawei continues to
progress in Pakistan as a market leader with USF
projects in the rural areas through our operators.

“The challenges that come with digitalization
are large, but the opportunity is even larger in
Pakistan. Digitalization is essential for competi-
tiveness, representing an incentive to increase the
ability to play a more significant role in the inter-
national community”, he said. =
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PM, COAS urged to

probe huge loss from
DTH project delay
due to corruption
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AsimMunir, and Chairman Joint Staff Committee General
SahirShamshad are urged toimmediately order an investigation
into the whole issue so that the most important and sensitive
project could be started without further delay and the people
of Pakistan get modern and digital services besides failing the
Indian agenda against DTH and media war in Pakistan

akistan has suffered an immense loss in

terms of money and advanced media

technology due to the Direct-to-Home

(DTH), a satellite service project, which
has gone almost shelved due to the alleged corrup-
tion at the departmental level and gross violation
of the Pemra rule and mandate given under the
licence to the private company, M/s ShahzadSky
Private Limited.

Sources in the Pakistan Electronic Media
Regulatory Authority (Pemra), who have been
in the know about the developments for a long,
have narrated the background of the DTH proj-
ect and maintained that the Pemra after working
for several years and deliberations took practical
steps for launching the DTH project by holding
official auctioning of the license for it on Octo-
ber 3, 2016. They said bidding, held in Islamabad,
was well attended by private companies which
were interested in investing in Pakistan. Of all,
three companies made successful bids which were
to procure Rs 14.5 billion for the government ex-
chequer. However, due to security clearance, the
government of Pakistan refused to grant licenses
to two companies while an Islamabad-based pri-
vate company, Shahzad Sky Private Limited, was
issued the license for providing Direct-to-Home
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(DTH) services in Pakistan. The bid-winner com-
pany was also given the facility to pay 30% in cash
and the remaining amount in installments of 10
years. Pending the remaining amount, the compa-
ny in a surprise move challenged the 20% advance
tax before the Islamabad High Court and stalled
its payment to the national kitty.

Sources said Indian DTH in Pakistan operates
from the home project which is being used by mil-
lions of Pakistanis who are not only receiving in-
spiration from the Indian side through that means
but are also paying billions of dollars every month
to the Indian operators for viewing channels, di-
rectly, online and other means. Pakistan is already
facing a dollar shortage and is facing problems
even in opening L.Cs due to this reasomn.

It may be noted that the DTH project was
backed by a comprehensive homework at the gov-
ernment level. Finally, when the licence was given
to Shehzad Sky it was believed that the same will
be implemented and put into operation without
delay to counter the Indian propaganda through
media besides providing healthy entertainment to
the countrymen as per our national objectives. But
the licensee company Shehzad Sky failed to start
the project and provide services despite the pas-
sage of a year which consequently expired, 2020.
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However, apparently through shady deals and ille-
gal means, the company is still holding the option
to start the service in violation of the license rules
and regulations. Pemra was supposed to at least
charge the private company for not starting the
DTH services and for fulfilling the license rules as
well as not making due payments. But no action
has been taken against it and authorities have also
not confiscated its entire money as per the Pemra
section 35.

Sources in Pemra said that the Authority
claims to have served a number of notices on
the company to remind it of the delay and oth-
er allied matters relating to the violation of rules
and regulations, but the company did not provide
any satisfactory response to all that nor show any
headway about implementing the project. On the
other hand, Pemra Chairman said that they were
awakened to what was happening and the final de-
cision about the licensee company will be taken in
the upcoming board meeting of the Authority. The
Chairman acknowledged the importance of the
DTH project to safeguard the national interests
and counter the enemy’s negative thoughts which
it was trying to instil in the mind of our people.
He said the Authority had repeatedly asked the
company through notices for the operationalisa-
tion of the project. He admitted the failure of the
company in starting the project in time as per the
time frame of the licence, the breach of terms of
the licence and the violation of the rules and reg-
ulations of the Pemra, which govern the mandate

given to the company.

Indian DTH in Pakistan
operates from the home project
which is being used by millions

of Pakistanis who are not only
recelving inspiration from the
Indian side through that means
but are also paying billions of
dollars every month to the
Indian operators

After repeated attempts through calls and
SMSs on the cell number 0321-5212122, when the
Project Director and head of Shehzad Sky, Shah-
bazZaheer was reached out, he took the excuse of
Corona pandemic and said the Corona situation
brought difficulties to the company to get its LCs
opened besides impeding progress in other areas
relating to working of the project. Shahbaz said he
and his company have been in constant touch with
Pemra to keep it abreast with the progress and de-
velopment, so nothing was worrisome about it. He
also focused on the magnitude of the project to de-
scribe it as a mega one requiring a lot of finances
and time to make it see the sun.

The Pemra officials relevant to the matter said
they have been restrained from speaking on the
matter to the media. As such they are unable to
comment or say anything on this project or express
an opinion on it, so the concerned company may
be contacted as we are unable to give any opinion
on it officially or unofficially, they said.

If this project is also dumped in cold storage,
as done to many other vital ones in the past, the
national loss of Pakistan will continue to come
through such practices. Sources said visualizing
the value, the DTH projects were started in our
neighbouring country, India, in 2001. But today
in the year 2023, we are still lagging behind oth-
ers in this modern technology and no legislation
has been made to plug the loopholes in making
such projects implemented in time strictly under
the law. Sources said that although this project ap-
pears to have become a headache for the Pakistan
Electronic Media Regulatory Authority, the same
was a golden egg laying hen for Chairman Pemra
who was given a second extension in the services
allegedly by those who started this project. m
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Board proposes a dividend of AED 0.40 per share for H2 2022,
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e&posts record net
profit of AXD 10billion

representing a total dividend of AED 0.80 per share for FY 2022

& announced in Abu Dhabi its consolidated fi-
nancial results for the fiscal year 2022 reporting
impressive growth in consolidated net profit by
arecord 7.4 percent to AED 10.0 billion.
I Consolidated revenmes reached AFED (Emirati
. Dirham) 52.4 billion, a growth of 4.7 percent year-
B  over-year, at constant exchange rates, underpinned by
the Group’s successful business transformation, ex-
panding to new business verticals and diversifying the
reverue streams. Consolidated EBITDA increased
by 3.7 percent year-over-year at a constant exchange
rate, to AED 26.2 billion, leading to an EBITDA
margin of 50 percent, highlighting the strong profit-
ability of e&’s operations. Underlining the Group’s
commitment to value creation for its shareholders,
ed’s Board of Directors proposes a dividend of AED
0.40 per share for the second half (July to December)
of 2022, representing a total dividend of AED 0.80
per share for FY2022.
edc’spathbreaking evohition as a tech group
The impressive growth achieved by e& in 2022
underscores the success of the e&’s transformation-
al evolution as a global technology and investrnent
group. The strategic pivot reflected the vision of the
Group’s leadership to embrace the new realities and
stay ahead of the curve by delivering innovative digi-

' tal solutions to its customers.

Building on the trust of 163 million
subscribers

Commenting on the results, Chairman of e&,
H.E. JassemMohamed Bu AtabaAlzaabi, said: “The
exceptional financial results achieved by e&, with
revermes of AFD 52.4 billion and a record net profit
of AED 10.0 billion in 2022 is a strong testament to
the success of our business transformation strategy.
‘We are inspired by the UAFE’s leadership to push our
boundaries and be at the forefront of the digital era by
developing next-generation digital connectivity and
cutting-edge solutions.

“From diversifying our business and revenue
streams to expanding to new verticals and introduc-
ing innovative services, we had a laser focus on lever-
aging the potential offered by digital transformation
to create value for our 163 million subscribers across
16 markets. “As one of the top global telecom com-
panies by market capitalisation today, our foremost
priorities in 2022 was to be the digital transformation
champion and create unique solutions that meet the
aspirations of our subscribers, while delivering add-
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ed value to the economies we serve. We take pride
in being the trusted digital and tech partner, and in
bringing the latest innovations to the fingertips of our
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“We remain committed to serving our customers
and creating long-term value for our shareholders. As
a global technology and investment group, we will
continue to work towards making a positive impact
in the communities we serve. Our outstanding results
in 2022 are the result of the dedication and hard work
of our management team, who are relentless in their
pursuit to establish e& as one of the world’s most ad-
mired, trusted and valuable brands, and help commm-
nities shape their digital future.”

Dr Linder held talks with
representatives of think tanks as
well as journalists and activists

of human rights. He paid also a
visit to the Pakistan Monument

Committed to innovation and value creation

HatemDowidar, Group Chief Executive Officer
of e&, added: “2022 has been a defining year for e&
as we strengthened our transformation into a global
technology and investment group comunitted to dig-
itally empowering societies. Despite various global
challenges, our domestic and international opera-
tions achieved impressive results, reinforcing our
leadership position in highly competitive and evolv-
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ing markets.

“Our strong fundamentals, knowledgeable and
passionate team, and focus on developing innovative
solutions, products, and services positioned us as one
of the top providers across the communities we serve,
as we empower them to unlock the true potential
of the digital era. Our growth mindset enables us to
achieve our goals while creating additional and long-
term value for our customers and shareholders.

“ed’s strategy and progressive vision allow us to
explore future opportunities while fostering strong
strategic partnerships with global technology players.
Prudent mergers and acquisitions further accelerated
our growth and diversification creating new streams
of revenue and positioned us as a leading global tech-
nology group. We are grateful to our customers and
shareholders for their continued support as we con-
tinue to pioneer broad-spectrum technologies, build
impactful partnerships, and contribute to shaping the
digital era of the future.”

e&’s Operational Highlights of 2022

Among the most significant operational high-
lights of e& in 2022 was the acquisition of 11% of
Vodafone Group Flc (“Vodafone”), which as of Feb-
ruary 2023, has increased to 14%.

The Group was ranked as the most valuable port-
folio of telecom brands in the MEA region by the
Brand Finance Global 500 report.

e& international: Cutting edge innovation and
achievements e& international delivered strong per-
formance across its footprint, growing year-over-year
revenues by double digits in Egypt and Pakistan in
local currency, gaining market and value share and
improving its customer experience significantly to
achieve the number one INPS position in most of its
markets. It launched the ‘e Partner Networks' to
open the door to regional and local telecom oper-
ators to achieve sustainable growth through best in
class services and customer experience. As part of the
program, the first MoU was signed with Tunisie Tele-
com to provide a full suite of services across various
functions. etisalat by e& Egypt announced its brand
identity as etisalat by e&, following the celebration of
its 15th year anniversary of operations. In key part-
nerships, etisalat by e& Egypt also launched a new
microfinance company ‘Erada’ in collaboration with
the Sovereign Fund of Egypt, with the goal of pro-
viding financial inclusion and expanding the oppor-
tunities available to SMEs and youth. A significant
innovation is the launch of Mobily Pay Wallet to
provide personalised mobile financial services in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia with a range of services
such as international money transfers, prepaid cards
and payments (including Sadad bill payments).
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In 2022 ef's evolution into 8 TechCo accelerated, whitst
cortinuing to deliver industry-lsading financial resuits

PTCL successfully deployed AirPON, an innova-
tive Fibre-to-the-Home solution, in its Fiber Access
Network. PTCL also signed a strategic partnership
with Vodafone to bring Vodafone’s suite of IoT prod-
ucts and services to government entities and large
enterprises in Pakistan. Additionally, PTCL has
launched a new O'T'T platform called ‘SHOQ’ in col-
laboration with evision to establish its leadership in
high-quality media and entertainment content.

Ufone 4G, an operating company of PICL and a
subsidiary of e&, was awarded the number one voice
and data network by the Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority and was also named the leading 4G
services provider and a ‘Global Rising Star’ in Paki-
stan by OpenSignal global awards. =
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Govt strict on implementing
austerity measures

s

The Committee directed all PAOs to implement a 15% cut in their current budgets. [t was decided
that the use of teleconferences must be encouraged for all meetings to save time and money

he Monitoring Committee, appointed to

oversee the implementation of austerity

measures, has directed all Principal Ac-

counting Officers (PAOs) of ministries,
departments and divisions to implement a 15 per-
cent cut in their current budgets.

Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue
Senator Muhammad Ishaq Dar chaired the first
meeting of the Monitoring Committee to oversee
the implementation of austerity measures. The
meeting reviewed the implementation of the deci-
sions taken earlier by the Cabinet on austerity mea-
sures. The Secretary Finance, giving a presentation
on the decisions and their implementation status,
told the Committee that Ministries/Divisions are
already working on these measures and instruc-
tions have been issued for immediate compliance
and reporting of any exemption and violation of
these decisions. The Committee directed all PAOs
to implement a 15% cut in their current budgets. It
was decided that the use of teleconferences must be
encouraged for all meetings to save time and mon-
ey. The Committee conveyed that the decision to
withdraw the use of luxury vehicles by the Cabinet
members and government officials be implemented
with no exemption in any case.

Finance Minister Ishaq Dar highlighted the
challenging economic situation in the country and
stressed all the concerned to ensure and expedite
the implementation of austerity measures with sin-
cerity and devotion in their ranks without any ex-
ception.

Recently, the Federal Cabinet decided to vol-
untarily surrender their salaries, use of luxury ve-
hicles, and allowances as per the austerity plan of
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. The Prime Min-
ister said the measures will save Rs 200 billion to
bring economic stability in the country.

He said all ministries, departments and divi-
sions will cut 15 percent of their expenditures.

Federal Minister for Federal Education and
Professional Training RanaTanveerHussain, Fed-
eral Minister for National Food Security & Re-
search Tariq Bashir Cheema, Federal Minister for
Law & Justice AzamNazeerTarar, Advisor to the
PM on Kashmir Affairs &Gilgit- BaltistanQamar-
ZamanKaira, SAPM on Finance Tariq Bajwa,
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federal secretaries and senior officers attended the
meeting.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has said he will
personally supervise the implementation of the aus-
terity measures.

In his tweets, PM said the austerity measures
that begin with the Cabinet members voluntarily
surrendering their pay, perks and privileges will
save the exchequer an amount of Rs 200 billion ev-
€ry year.

He expressed his gratitude to all the coalition
partners for their support.

Shehbaz Sharif said amid economic difficulties,
the expression of solidarity and sharing the burden
is the governing spirit of austerity measures of our
government.

The PM said the austerity
measures that begin with the
cabinet members voluntarily
surrendering their pay, perks

and privileges will save the

exchequer an amount of Rs 200
billion every year

It is leadership by personal example.
The Prime Minister stressed it is through col-

lective efforts that the country can be rid of the
present challenging phase.

PM Shehbaz announced a broad range of mea-
sures aiming to tighten the government’s belt but
warned people to brace for more price hikes due to
the tough conditions imposed by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

The prime minister spoke to the media himself
to unveil the austerity measures approved by the
federal cabinet and expressed the hope that the
government would be able to take the masses out
of the current economic crisis.

“There will be more inflation in the country,”
he cautioned. However, he added that the govern-
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ment was taking measures to mitigate sufferings of
the poor, by continuing various subsidies for them.

Austerity measures announced by the prime
minister include:

All the federal cabinet members, advisers and
special assistants will not draw salaries and other
privileges;

= All members of the Cabinet will pay the utili-
ty bills from their own resources and return all the
luxury vehicles which will be auctioned;

= The cabinet members will use economy class
during their visits abroad, while their assisting
staff will not be allowed to accompany them;

= The cabinet members will not stay in five-star
hotels during their foreign visits;

= All government divisions, departments, sub-
ordinate institutions and other entities under the
federal government will slash their current expen-
ditures by 15%;

* Purchase of luxurious vehicles will be banned;

= Senior federal government officers, utilising
official vehicles besides availing the monetisation
scheme, will return all such vehicles, while any
officer violating this decision will be proceeded
against;

= Extra security vehicles for cabinet members
will be withdrawn and a committee headed by the
interior minister will decide the matter in case of
any threats;

= The travelling and daily allowances (TA &
DA) of the officials will be reduced by utilising
modern telecommunication facilities like holding
Zoom conferences to save expenditures;

= All public housing in the city centres will be
sold;

= No officer shall be allotted more than one
plot and the excess plots shall be withdrawn;

* No new department will be created in the
federal government and no new division will be
created in any province;

= The government offices will open at 7:30 in
the morning to save electricity in the summer;

= Low-energy devices will be installed at the gov-
ernment offices; « Under the austerity policy, only
tea and biscuits will be given at places like the Prime
Minister’s House; and

= All government functions will have one dish. m
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okia announced that etisalat by e& will
use Nokia’s IP solution to upgrade its

IP core capacity and enable transport

slicing capabilities, ensuring a superior
and more resilient 5G experience for its custom-
ers. The collaboration between Nokia and etisalat
aims to improve the 5G experience for etisalat cus-
tomers by boosting IP core capacity and transport
slicing capabilities. The upgraded IP solution from
Nokia will result in a more resilient and reliable 5G
network, providing customers with a superior ex-
perience. The partnership between these two tech
giants highlights the importance of investing in cut-
ting-edge technology to deliver seamless connectiv-
ity to end users.

As part of the agreement, Nokia will also pro-
vide services for replacing the existing equipment
with its 7750 Service Router (SR), and for imple-
menting automated transport slicing over etisalat
by e&’s aggregation and core network. Nokia's
Network Services Platform (NSP) transport slice
controller will enable the operator to automate the
delivery and the closed-loop optimization of its end
customer services in its core network while ensur-
ing strict bandwidth and latency performance.

Nokia’s 7750 SR, powered by FP) routing sili-
con, will help etisalat by e& provide a compelling,
reliable and differentiated experience to its custom-
ers. Nokia’s industry-leading 800GE routing ca-
pability enables operators to address ever-growing
traffic demands in a more sustainable manner by
building a faster and more energy-efficient IP net-
work.

Khaled Al Suwaidi, Senior Vice President of
Core Networks and Platforms, at etisalat by e&
UAE, said: “With the increasing proliferation of
smart devices and use cases for 5G, it is now essen-
tial to provide high capacity and improved 3G net-
work experience to our customers. The partnership
with Nokia will enable us to amplify this experience
and also reiterates our commitment to implement-

~ ing the latest technology to continuously improve
\ our services and provide world-class solutions.”

SamerMakke, Head of the Customer Team for
etisalat by e&, UAE, at Nokia, said: “The demand
for capacity is ever-increasing and service providers
are always under pressure to meet these demands.
Our solution will help etisalat by e& acquire more
capacity and enable it to quickly provide differen-
tiated services at scale. We are looking forward to
working with the operator on this crucial initiative.”

On the other hand, Nokia and Bosch have joint-
ly developed 5G-based precision positioning tech-
nology intended for new Industry 4.0 use cases.

The two have deployed the proof of concept in
a Bosch production plant in Germany, where exten-
sive tests under realistic manufacturing conditions
have shown an accuracy within 50 cm in 90% of the
factory footprint.

The positioning technology tracks mobile and
portable devices connected to the 5G network, ac-
curately determining their positions where no global
navigation satellite service coverage is available, for

* instance in factories, warehouses or underground

facilities. As part of the factory test, an enhanced
private 3G network was able to determine the pre-
cise position of assets such as automated guided
vehicles (AGVs), mobile robots and mobile control
panels — tracking their movements throughout the
plant in real-time.

Traditionally, 5G positioning works by mea-
suring the time it takes for mobile signals to travel
from a mobile device to different base stations and
anchor nodes in the network. As signals take longer
to reach nodes that are further away, the positioning
system can triangulate its source. Nokia and Bosch
have built upon that foundation by equipping 5G
nodes with multiple receive antennas, which en-
able the network to detect the incoming angles of
signals. Advanced Nokia Bell Labs algorithms in-
terpret this time delay and angle-of-arrival infor-
mation to determine the most probable position of
the mobile device. Their proof-of-concept achieves
a level of accuracy well beyond the current cellular
position state-of-the-art, providing a sneak peek at
what 5G networks, both public and private, will be
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Nokia tech to
provide etisalat
customers with
superior oG facility

The collaboration between Nokia and etisalat aims to improve
the 5G experience for etisalat customers by boosting I[P core
capacity and transport slicing capabilities. The upgraded IP
solution from Nokia will result in a more resilient and reliable
5G network, providing customers with a superior experience

capable of in the future.

Precision localisation is important for many
applications in industrial environments, such as
robot navigation, asset tracking and worker safety.
Realizing both high-performance connectivity and
high-accuracy positioning within a single private

Nokia’s industry-leading
800GE routing capability
enables operators to address
ever-growing traffic demands in
a more sustainable manner by
building a faster and more
energy-efficient IP network

network’s infrastructure also has many operational
benefits, such as reducing the complexity of IT in-
frastructure, leading to a lower total cost of owner-
ship (TCO) and higher returns on investments.
Andreas Mueller, chief expert and responsi-
ble for the 6G activities at Bosch, said: “Knowing
where things are is generally very valuable informa-
tion in manufacturing. While today usually sepa-
rate systems are used for connecting and locating
devices, this may be done via an integrated private
5G solution in the future. The proof-of-concept
conducted jointly with Nokia underpins the lead-
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ing role of Bosch in exploring new opportunities for
our customers and developing the Factory of the
Future.”

Nokia and Bosch have a long history of collab-
oration, announcing their first strategic collabora-
tion in 2017 to develop industrial IoT and sensing
solutions. The announcement of precise position-
ing technology is a key milestone, but it is only one
of the innovations the two companies are pursuing.
Nokia and Bosch have begun conducting joint re-
search in the next generation of networking, inves-
tigating how future 6G networks could be used for
both communications and sensing when they are
commercially available by the end of the decade.

‘While 5G has the potential to determine the lo-
cation of devices connected to the network, 6G will
have the ability to track the position of any object —
whether connected or unconnected. This will allow
6G signals to function similarly to radar, giving us-
ers an awareness of their surroundings beyond their
traditional senses.

Peter Vetter, president of Bell Labs Core Re-
search at Nokia, said: “Bosch and Nokia Bell Labs
foresee a future where networks do far more than
communicate. Soon, 3G will track connected devic-
es more precisely than satellites, in places satellites
can't reach. In the next decade, 6G will be capable
of sensing all objects in their coverage areas regard-
less of whether they contain active radios. We are
creating networks that will endow humans with a
digital 6th sense.” m
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the assessment of losses
made by NDMA, bills

er theft in the have been waived.

country as Rs The Committee
380 billion in electricity pended discussion on the
has been stolen in the on- PSDP proposals of the

going fiscal year (2022-
23) and the revenue loss
on this count has been
estimated to reach Rs
320 billion next year.

Secretary Power Di-
vision Rashid Langriyal,
while briefing the Na-
tional Assembly Stand-
ing Committee on En-
ergy (Power Division),
said that electricity theft
this year has been esti-
mated at Rs 380 billion,
of which worth Rs 200
billion has been stolen
through Kundasand Rs
80 billion through me-
ter-tampering and other
means.

The Committee,

power thetft likely to
reach Rs 520 billion

next year

Ministry with directions
for preparations of a pre-
sentation with complete
details of the demands.
The Committee also di-
rected all the distribution
companies to ensure the
completion of projects
under the SDGs achieve-
ment program without
further delay for which
funds had been already
released.

The Committee meet-
ing was attended by the
members, movers of the
matters referred to the
Committee by the House,
the Secretary Power Di-
vision and other senior
officers of the Ministry

which met under the
chairmanship of Sardar-

and representatives of

RiazMehmood ~ Khan '
Mazari, was told by the
Secretary Power Divi-
sion that due to the in-
crease in power tariff, it
is estimated that revenue
loss due to power theft
will reach Rs520 billion.
He said high rates of
electricity are a factor
of power theft as costly
electricity is unafford-
able by a class which
tends to steal electricity. |

The Secretary ap-
prised the committee that
it was really a serious
issue and the DISCOs

were engaged to address
the unabated losses,
power theft as well as
accumulation of huge
arrears. He agreed that
the law-abiding citizens
were facing the brunt
of power theft. He said

which worth Rs 200 billion has been stolen through Kundasand
Rs 80 billion through meter-tampering and other means

- — distribution companies.
) Power theft contin-
ues to plague the nation
with the vast majority of
citizens unable to afford
the luxury of generators.
Loadshedding, aimed to
manage limited electric
power generation and
transmission, brings suf-
fering to many, partic-
ularly to those living in
low-income areas. The
Covid pandemic brought
extreme restrictions on
the movement of citi-
zens to enjoy visits to
air-conditioned  shop-
ping centres and malls.
. While staying at home, a
large number of people
faced up to 17 hours of
loadshedding a day for
none of their faults.

It is a fact that
schools, colleges and
small businesses par-

various options were
taken into consider-
ation but dropped due to huge financial costs. He
assured the Committee for producing before its
next meeting the recommendations made by his
Ministry to control power theft.

He said that power cannot be cut off from the
feeders to prevent power theft. To prevent power
theft, a plan has been devised to control it from
the transformers instead of feeders, he added.

Secretary told the committee that Rs 5 billion
worth of electricity is being stolen from a grid
station in Bannu annually.

The Secretary of Power said that in order to
control power theft ABC cables (aerial bundled
cables) were introduced, however, this measure
also failed. In Sukkur, certain firms have invented
the method to steal electricity from ABC cables,
Secretary Power alleged. Power thieves hire the
services of these firms, Secretary Power Division
said. He said that in the PESCO region electricity
worth Rs 185b has been stolen.

There is a plan to privatize billing and recov-
ery of the XWDiscos, he added.

The Committee required the Power Division
to pass directions to all the electricity distribu-
tion companies (DISCOs) and the K-Electric to
ensure billing as per meter reading and not other-
wise. The Committee also asked the Ministry to
submit a report on how to deal with the issue of
forced loadshedding on electricity feeders by the
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respective electricity distribution company.

The Committee learnt that the K-Electric was
forcibly shutting down various feeders in Karachi
on the pretext of non-recovery of electricity bills.
The member of the Committee from Karachi
contented that the electricity consumers paying
their bills regularly should not suffer at the be-
hest of the electricity Kundamafia and habitual
defiant consumers. The Committee agreed with
the member and opined that issue was pervasive
besides being grave and the Ministry should look
into it and bring a comprehensive report in this
regard in the next meeting of the Committee.

Power cannot be cut off from
the feeders to prevent power
theft. To prevent power thelt, a
plan has been devised to
control it from the transformers
instead of feeders

The Committee, while discussing the issue
of overbilling and billing to electricity consum-
ers whose houses were demolished in the floods
in the year 2022, ordered compliance as per the
announcement made by the Prime Minister. The
Secretary Power Division said that in view of
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ticularly suffer due to
power theft carried
out by the people living in specific areas and by
the business communities. Households in high-
er-income brackets report less loadshedding than
those from low-income areas, which is factoring
widening of the gap between the haves and the
have-nots.

One of the main justifications given for pow-
er theft is the ever-increasing cost of electricity.
Loadshedding becomes inevitable when summer
is around the corner and the power tariff is in-
creased. The factor of loadshedding is inescap-
ably linked to power theft by a class of people.
In order to curb the power stealers law-abiding
citizens must forge their unity and join voices to
ensure that the large populace does not suffer due
to the selfishness of the few. Unless we address
the myriad issues around transmission and dis-
tribution losses, there is no light at the end of the
tunnel for Pakistan.

Awareness campaigns and initiatives that ed-
ucate people on how power theft directly impacts
the masses, is a dire need of the time. Controlling
power theft is extremely difficult but not impos-
sible. To do so, it is important to hold each other
accountable. It may sound idealistic, but once
we start holding each other accountable, we can
raise a better society purged of corruption and
ill deeds. Instead of stagnation and despair, we
must act optimistically to get positive results. m
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PTA director helps mobile phone
company turn billionaire overnight
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Noman Khalid overstepped his Dfﬁcil power, and took crores of rupees as bribes. The

notorious Naveed Rangeela, a former employee of Digicom, and on bail, is also impersonating
himself to cheat the government through the platform of Deploy Private Limited

Karachi-based mobile phone manufac-
turing company Deploy Private Limited
has been involved in causing a huge loss
to the national treasury with the help of
the Type Approval Director of Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA) Noman Khalid to become
a billionaire overnight. The office of Deploy Private
Company has been established at the site of the old
mobile company (QMobile) Digicom, which is a de-
faulter of the national exchequer and whose former
director and owner are fugitives in law in the crimi-
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The head of the company, Deploy Pvt Limit-
ed, Asif Khan wrote a letter to the Chairman PTA
Major-General (Retd) Amir AzeemBajwa on 25th
October 2022 in which the company requested
the Authority to enhance the limit of the Letter of
Credit (LC) because they wanted to invest more in
Pakistan. According to the information, fake facts
were presented by the company by issuing fake sev-
en pages of content. The company misrepresented
the facts by presenting wrong data and misled the
PTA, also misrepresented the number of the com-
pany’s employees and investments. Noman Khalid
overstepped his authority and took crores of rupees
as bribe. The notorious NaveedRangeela, a former
employee of Digicom, and on bail, is also imperson-
ating himself to cheat the government through the
platform of Deploy Private Limited.

It was misstated in paragraph two of the letter
that more than 2,000 employees work in the com-
pany and it had invested more than $20 million in
Pakistan of which $10 million have been invested
through the Pakistan Roshan Digital Channel. Apart
from this, the company attempted to establish many
other facts and figures, on which Nauman Khalid of-
ficially wrote a letter to the Secretary of Industries
and Production Government of Pakistan within
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a week of its receipt. Nauman Khalid in the letter
from the company made a request in black and white
to the Ministry of Industries and Production to get
favour for the company. The content of the relevant
para 3 of the letter, is being published here.

Khalid Nauman, going beyond his authority,
sought a high-level meeting of all stakeholders in-
cluding the Engineering Board, State Bank of Paki-
stan, Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
and Mobile Phone Manufacturing Authorities to
resolve the issue at hand. By that means Khalid in
fact, misled the higher authorities. The image of the

ploy Private Limited has opened an office in Kara-
chi, in a building which previously housed the of-
fice of an old mobile company working in Pakistan
{OMobile), registered with the name of Digicom.
Digicom mobile phone is a defaulter of the govern-
ment. An FIR of fraud registered on the charges of
crores of rupees default in the Customs Department,
committed in collaboration with some officials of
the department, stands registered against the opera-
tors of Digicom. One of the owners of this company
has been absconding abroad over the last five years
while one director Zeeshan Qureshi is on bail and

When the government agencies
reached out to Employees’
Old-Age Benefits Institution
(EOBI), it sent the official reply
that this company is registered
in Karachi region and officially
had only 14 employees in the
workforce

letter is also being published along with the news re-
port. On the other hand, the point of view of Nu-
man Khalid will also be published in which he again
fudges the fact saying this is not our or PTA’s issue
and that PTA only has bound to resolve IMFi issues.

The message is also published in the same story,
which yields a clear impression that this person is
grossly involved in corruption in the Palkistan Tele-
comumunication Authority. On the letter written by
Deploy Private Limited to the PTA when the gov-

ernment agencies were contacted for confirmation,
they said when they reached out to the Employees’
Old-Age Benefits Institution (EOBI), it sent the offi-
cial reply that this company is registered in Karachi
region and officially had only 14 employees in the
workforce. The image reply is also being published.

‘While another government agency said that De-
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also a former employee of DigicomNaveedRangeela
is also on bail and absconding from the court. The
same absconder NaveedRangeela has now opened a
new company, Deploy Private Limited, by way of
its partner. Hence through this new company Ren-
geela after misleading, and defrauding in QOMobile
whereof the national kitty faced loss in billions of
rupees, again got into the business of misleading and
cheating through the present company.

Reliable sources in the Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority said that the Deploy private company
has played a new game with the senior officials of
the Telecommunication Authority Noman Khalid
and others of the Type Approval Department. The
company has bought millions of mobile phones in
Pakistan innovating new tricks whereof it paid just a
few thousand dollars. It has been learned that some
officers of the customs department are also involved
in the transaction. Director, Type Approval Depart-
ment, PTA Noman Khalid has released the lakhs of
costly phones which were imported by the Compa-
ny against the COC letter of 4700 which he issued.
Sources say that the company has imported millions
of phones in Pakistan showing a value of only 5 dol-
lars a set and while the price of the phone in the mar-
ket is more than 20 thousand. m
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lTaxes on cigarettes to
halt nation’s tobacco

pandemic

Studies reveal that the effect of taxation is more pronounced
in developing countries. A price rise of 10% decreases
consumption by four percent in developed countries and by
up to eight percent in developing countries

he increase in taxes on tobacco will not
only discourage new smokers but also de-
crease the overall consumption of tobacco
among all factions.

Project Coordinator, Coalition for Tobacco
Control Pakistan CTC-Pak Zeeshan Danish said
that taxes on tobacco in Pakistan are the lowest as
compared to the region and urged to increase fur-
ther taxes on tobacco which means cigarettes.

He said that the National Tobacco Control
Strategy (NTCS) should be implemented in letter
and spirit which will strengthen tobacco control ef-
forts in the country.

Various civil society organisations, while appre-
ciating the government’s decision to increase taxes
on cigarettes, termed it the most effective way to re-
duce tobacco consumption.

According to their representatives, the approv-
al of SRO by the government in this regard aimed
to increase excise tax on cigarettes is a highly com-
mendable move and the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) has taken a historic step to protect public
health.

They said that the move will further strengthen
sustainable economic growth. However, they said
still there is great room available to increase further
taxes on cigarettes, helping a great deal in reduc-
ing the affordability of cigarettes, especially among
youth.

The demand for tobacco is strongly influenced
by its price. Taxation is the most cost-effective
way of reducing tobacco consumption, especially
among young people and those with low incomes.

Price increases encourage people to stop smok-
ing, prevent others from starting smoking, and dis-
courage ex-smokers from starting smoking again,
they added.

Studies reveal that the effect of taxation is more
pronounced in developing countries. A price rise
of 10% decreases consumption by four percent in
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developed countries and by up to eight percent in
developing countries.

There is considerable scope to increase tobacco
prices through taxation as in many countries ciga-
rette prices have not kept up with increases in the
price of other goods and services.

Studies also foresee that cigarette price increases
of 33% can prevent 22-65 million smoking-related
deaths worldwide or 5-15% of all such deaths. An
increase of 70% would save 46-114 million smok-
ing-related deaths, or 10-26% and most would be

among young men in developing countries.
Tobacco Health Levy Bill is
ready to be tabled in
Parliament. Its immediate

implementation can earn Rs 60
billion in government revenue.
This revenue can help reduce
the tobacco industry’s damage
to health infrastructure and the

economy

The tobacco industry’s argument that tobacco
taxes are unfair to poor people ignores an important
fact as, on average, poor people are also more price
sensitive than rich people. They are therefore more
likely to stop smoking or reduce consumption when
faced with a tobacco tax increase.

Apart from the health benefits, there is evidence
that, in the longer term, tobacco tax increases actu-
ally shift the tax burden from the poor to the rich.
They thereby increase the income available for oth-
er types of spending.

Cigarette tax increases and subsequent price
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increases have reduced cigarette pack sales across
Pakistan, according to merchants and wholesalers,
who deem it a significant step towards reducing to-
bacco consumption and enhancing public health.

Retail vendors and wholesale dealers in urban
areas said the move showed that low prices also
play a major role in tobacco sales and welcomed the
government’s comumnitment to protecting its citizens
from the dangers of smoking.

“Though it is a business loss for me this contin-
ues to campaign for tighter tobacco control regula-
tions to further reduce smoking rates in Pakistan,”
said Shafiq Ahmed, a seller in Islamabad.

On 14 February 2023, the government issued an
SRO to increase the FED. The SRO claimed that
taxes on locally made cigarettes have been updat-
ed, and the FED has doubled the price of cigarettes
{16500/ - per 1000 cigarettes if the initial price on
the package exceeds 9000 per 1000 cigarettes). He
went on to say that the government of Pakistan may
now inflate the national budget by billions of ru-
pees as a result of this endeavour.

A wholesale merchant in Karachi agreed with
him, stating that they had seen a significant in-
crease in tobacco demand and sales.

Smoking is a serious problem in Pakistan,
where millions of people are addicted to this ter-
rible habit. Smoking is a key cause of many dis-
eases, including lung cancer, heart disease, stroke,
and other respiratory problems. The World Health
Organization (WHQO) estimates that smoking kills
around 166,000 people in Pakistan every year. This
statistic is alarming, and it needs immediate action
to halt the nation’s tobacco pandemic.

Raising the price of cigarettes, according to so-
cial activists, is a tried-and-true method of reduc-
ing tobacco usage. Cigarettes are more expensive as
a result of this technique, which may discourage
people from smoking, particularly young people.
Furthermore, the additional tax revenue may be
used to fund smoking cessation programmes and
anti-smoking advertisements.

The decision to hike cigarette pricing in Paki-
stan is an essential step towards promoting public
health. The government’s initiative to raise taxes
by about 150% is one of the largest in Pakistani
history. This measure will raise cigarette prices,
making smoking less appealing to young people
who are often lured to it because of its low cost.

Various civil society organizations have appre-
ciated the government’s decision to increase taxes
on cigarettes, terming it the most effective way to
reduce tobacco consumption in the country.

According to their representatives, the approv-
al of SRO by the government in this regard aimed
to increase excise tax on cigarettes is a highly com-
mendable move and the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) has taken a historic step to protect public
health.

Tobacco Health Levy Bill is ready to be tabled
in Parliament. Its immediate implementation can
earn Rs 60 billion in government revenue. This
revenue can help reduce the tobacco industry’s
damage to health infrastructure and the economy.

Nonetheless, the Government should impose a
health levy on tobacco products as soon as possi-
ble to protect Pakistani children and youth from
the tobacco epidemic. Health levies on cigarettes
can only discourage smoking, and their implemen-
tation will increase revenue. It can be helpful in
preventing diseases like heart, cancer, diabetes,
stroke, etc.

According to the targets set for Pakistan in
the Sustainable Development Goals, Pakistan
must comply to prevent one-third of premature
deaths caused by tobacco by 2030. It is necessary
to implement a health tax on tobacco, in which
case imposing a health levy is the only way for
the Government to achieve the above target and
to reduce tobacco use among the youth. Accord-
ing to Tobacconomics, the tobacco policy can be
controlled for Thirty (30) years; Pakistan has one
point thirteen (1.13) out of five (3) points on the
cigarette tax scorecard of one hundred sixty (160)
countries in the study, which is much worse than
other countries. =
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he use of drugs in educational institutions

across Pakistan is enhancing especially in

urban areas like Islamabad, Lahore, Ka-

rachi, Quetta, Peshawar, Multan, Fais-
alabad, Hyderabad and other. Students, whether
at the level of schools, colleges or universities, are
getting addicted to drugs at an alarming rate, threat-
ening not only their own future but those of people
around them, including family and friends.

Despite the serious harm drugs and addictive
substances cause to the physical and mental health
of youngsters, no concrete action has been taken ei-
ther by the government or educational institutions.
The narrative against drugs is no more than a narra-
tive, while no tangible steps are seen on the ground
to steer the youth away from this menace.

According to a report by an NGO, 53% of stu-
dents of leading private schools in Islamabad are
addicted to drugs. That makes for more than half
of the school-going population in the capital of the
country. Another report based on the data from
schools and universities in Lahore indicates that
37% of the students in Pakistan were using at least
one drug from among a variety of narcotics. An-
other survey showed that one in every 10 university
students was addicted to drugs and almost 50% of
the students at elite educational institutions were
addicted to drugs of any sort.

There are multiple reasons why students get ad-
dicted to drugs. For example, dysfunctional families
where parents do not give ample time to their kids
lead their children to harmful escapades like drugs.

Another reason why many youngsters tend to
use drugs is the projection of misplaced “coolness”
attached to using such substances in the media and
popular culture. Then there is also the pressure and
allurement from friends who are already taking
drugs. Students who want to remain safe from this
menace, are often dubbed weak and uncool by the
addicts hence many unknowingly fall into this trap
to avoid taunts and have acceptance by their fellow
i students. And of course, there are other myths like
\  “it helps me focus”, “it gets my mood up,” and so

'y on and so forth.

The menace of drug abuse is not just limited to
Pakistan but it is a global problem. Many countries
have done tremendous work to deal with drug ad-
diction and they have achieved great success. On
June 26 every year, the United Nations Internation-
al Day against drug abuse and illicit trafficking is
observed. The purpose of the Day is to raise aware-
ness among people about the harmful effects of
drugs on society. So the first step is definitely mak-
ing youngsters aware of the problem.

The government has begun to take action
against drugs and their abuse. Countermeasures
are being adopted and drug dealers and pushers are
being strictly dealt with. Besides the government,
the administration of schools, colleges and univer-
sities are also being awakened to their responsibili-
ties to eradicate the menace of drugs. Students will
be made to undergo medical tests before admission
% and any user of drugs will be denied admission.

+ Students will be thoroughly monitored on campus-
es to check if they are taking drugs. Apparently,
these little measures can go a long way in saving
hundreds of students from falling into the abyss of
drug abuse.

Meanwhile, a committee of lawmakers has
agreed to legislate to make drug testing mandatory
for admission to educational institutions in order to
curb the menace of drug addiction in schools, col-
leges and universities across the country.

Officials from the Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF)
briefed the INational Assembly’s Standing Commit-
tee on Narcotics Control on efforts being made to
prevent drug supply around educational institutions
in the country. They apprised the Committee about
the actions taken so far against those found involved
in this criminal act. The head of the Committee,
SalahuddinAyubi presided over the meeting.

ANF officials informed the Committee that 160
kilograms of drugs were recovered in operations
around educational institutions in 2022. They said
that 63 suspects were arrested while drugs—includ-
ing 116 kg of hashish, 18 kg of opium, nine kg of
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Use of drugs by
students reached

alarming level
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A committee of lawmakers agreed to legislate to make drug
testing mandatory for admission to educational institutions in
order to curb the menace of drug addiction in schools, colleges
and universities across the country

heroin and seven and a half kg of ice—were recov-
ered during the operations.

Terming the situation alarming, Committee
member Aliya Kamran expressed concern over the
use of drugs in educational institutions. She ques-
tioned the source from where drugs were reaching
the educational institutions of the country.

Chairman Ayubi suggested mandatory drug
testing of prospective students during the admission
stage, while Aliya sought legislation on this count.

On June 26 every year, the
United Nations International
Day against drug abuse and

illicit trafficking is observed. The
purpose of the Day is to raise
awareness among people about
the harmful effects of drugs on
the society

Deputy Secretary for the Ministry of Anti-Nar-
cotics SabioSikandar Jalal said the Senate Standing
Committee on Narcotics has approved a bill for the
formation of vigilance committees to prevent the
use and supply of drugs in educational institutes,
adding that it would now be presented in the Senate
after which it will be moved to the concerned NA
committee for approval.

The members agreed that the provision of drug
testing at the time of admissions and conducting
such tests again after two months would be added
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to the bill or, if required, a new bill be presented.

The report reveals that educational institutions
have become the safest place for students of all
backgrounds to take substances out of compulsion
or to reduce mental stress.

According to the report, these institutions have
no effective mechanism to stop students from fall-
ing prey to substance addiction and sometimes,
these incidents are ignored to protect the education-
al institutions from disrepute.

Commissioner Peshawar has ordered conduct-
ing the dope test of students in schools, colleges and
universities across the provincial capital of Khyber
PK.

According to sources privy to the matter, the
staffers from the health and other concerned de-
partments will visit the educational institutions and
conduct dope tests.

“The process will begin from September and
anyone who tests positive for it will be shifted to
rehabilitation centres,” they said.

Gangs selling drugs to students have been bust-
ed previously, raising alarm bells among the author-
ities to take stern action against the peddlers.

In a similar move to keep in check the use of
drugs among students, the Punjab government de-
cided to bar students using drugs and addicted to
smoking from getting college admissions.

It emerged that those students who are addicted
to drugs and smoking will not be given admission
to first-year studies in colleges. Punjab’s Director
of Public Instructions (DPI) Colleges has also pre-
pared a health questionnaire for the intermediate
students besides sending a summary to the provin-
cial higher education department. »
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TikTok & Zindagi Trust
launch 2nd phase of
digital safety programme
in collaboration with

Mol'T'T

A signing ceremony
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 Trust in the presence of the MolT'T, who endorsed the Digital
Salety programme. During the [irst phase of this partnership
thatwaslaunched last year, over 20 workshops were conducted
in the two adopted government schools of Zindagi Trust: SMB
Fatima Jinnah and Khatoon-e-Pakistan benefitting around
1800 students, teachers and parents

ikTok and Zindagi Trust have announced
an extension of their collaboration aimed
at driving digital safety awareness with the
support of the Ministry of Information
Technology and Telecommunications (MoITT).
"This renewed partnership, which is a part of TikTok’s
& global endeavours during Safer Internet Month, will
 impact over 50,000 beneficiaries across 100 public
schools across all provinces in Pakistan. Addition-
| ally, the Pakistan Telecom Foundation has also be-
come part of this partnership and will provide access
to an increased mumber of schools for this campaign.

A signing ceremony took place between TikTok
and Zindagi Trust in the presence of the MoITT,
who endorsed the Digital Safety programme. During
the first phase of this partnership that was launched
last year, over 20 workshops were conducted in the
two adopted government schools of Zindagi Trust:
SMB Fatima Jinnah and Khatoon-e-Pakistan bene-
fitting around 1800 students, teachers and parents.
The workshops contained comprehensive informa-
tion on becoming digitally safe, including TikTok’s
Commumity Guidelines and safety policies.

Farah Tukan, Head of Government Relations
and Public Policy — Middle East, Turkey, Africa,
Pakistan and South Asia at TikTok, said: “We are
happy to extend our partnership with Zindagi Trust,
especially after the impact we were jointly able to cre-
ate around digital safety awareness during the first
phase. This extension is another step in the right di-
rection for ensuring our TikTok comnmnity in Paki-
stan remains digitally safe.”
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Federal Minister for IT and Telecommumication,
Syed Amin UlHaque said: “To commemorate the
Safer Internet month, the government deems it a pri-
ority to actively work towards providing safer digital
spaces. The partnership between Zindagi Trust and
TikTok is a step in the right direction for dissemi-
nating necessary awareness and guiding young peo-
ple towards digital safety. We are looking forward to
adding value to this partnership for the benefit of our
younger generation.”

Aisha HumeraMoriani, Additional Secretary
and Chief Executive Officer, National Information
Technology Board, said: “We are fully committed to
building a cutting-edge digital infrastructure in Pa-
kistan which promises a safe cyberspace and a con-
ducive regulatory environment for everyone. By sup-
porting this partnership between TikTok and Zindagi
Trust, we aim to murture e-governance, transparency
and financial inclusion, despite many challenges and
threats associated with the internet including data
privacy, security, cybercrimes and fake news.”

DrAamna Pasha, the Chief Academic Officer
of Zindagi Trust, added: “At Zindagi Trust, we rec-
ognise that with opportunities come risks and it is
important when providing access and possibilities to
our students that we also prepare and support them
to understand and mitigate potential risks. This is
why we are particularly proud of this collaboration
and lucky to have found wonderful partners like Tik-
Tok that enable us to continue our efforts of impact-
ing public schools.”

In the second phase of this collaborative pro-
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gramme, a digital safety toolkit will be developed to
help raise awareness regarding digital safety amongst
students, teachers, and parents. The toolkit will be
a comprehensive guide incorporating necessary
guidelines to navigate the digital realm responsibly
through theoretical knowledge and interactive activ-
ities. Specific approaches will be provided to counter
different problems online such as cyber harassment,
bullying, scamming, fake news etcetera alongside
teaching them responsible reporting and protection
mechanisms.

These toolkits will be disseminated during the
digital safety workshops that will be conducted at dif-
ferent schools across Pakistan and will be available
digitally as well. Zindagi Trust’s team, in partnership
with TikTok, will further provide training and con-
sultancy to public schools that wish to launch the
safety toolkit to ensure awareness and learning con-
tinue beyond the current scope of the project. An-
other essential component will be building trusting
relationships between parents and students to ensure
students have trusted adults to rely on in case they
find themselves in cyber trouble while parents have a
transparent view of their children’s online lives.

The workshops also aim to educate teachers and
parents on using safety features on platforms like
TikTok to ensure their children remain safe on social
media. For instance, they will be guided about Tik-
‘Tok’s Family Pairing features, which allow parents
to link their TikTok account to their teens’ and set
controls, including Screen-time Management, Re-
stricted Mode and Direct Messages.

Meanwhile, TikTok held its first-ever event in
Pakistan as it launched its Safety Ambassadors Pro-
gramme to create awareness around digital safety in
the country. Boasting over one billion monthly ac-
tive users globally, TikTok remains an entertainment
platform dedicated to empowering its users. Lauded
for its innovative and diverse community, another
factor that has led to TikTok's popularity has been its
emphatic focus on user protection and safety and the
#SaferTogether campaign in Pakistan is another step
in that direction for the platform.

The event featured a star-studded panel discus-
sion including some of Pakistan's most renowned
content creators, including TaimurSalahuddin (aka
Mooroo), Ifanfunejo, FaizaSaleem, AmtulHa-
seenBaweja, Hamza Bhatti, AreekaHaq, Anoushey
Ashraf and Kazi Muhammad Akber.

Speaking to a full-house audience, which includ-
ed Pakistan’s creators’ community and journalists,
the panellists discussed various aspects of digital
safety including misinformation, harassment and
cyberbullying, and online scams while advocating
for responsible usage of the internet and safe content
creation. Guests were also given tips and guidelines
on how they could become good content creators by
creating compelling content. During the question

In the second phase of this
collaborative programme, a
digital safety toolkit will be
developed to help raise
awareness regarding digital
safety among students,
teachers, and parents

and answer session, the audience interacted with the
creators and gained exciting insights into the differ-
ent challenges of content creation.

The campaign is a part of TikTok’s goal to foster
a safe and welcoming platform for its vibrant and di-
verse communities. With the #SaferTogether initia-
tive, TikTok also aims to create awareness about how
users can take advantage of the various in-app safety
features available on the platform.

The safety of its users remains TikTok's top pri-
ority. The platform offers a centralised location for
safety updates called the Safety Centre that provides
updated information on all actions that TikTok im-
plements to continuously boost safety and security
on the platform. =

| FEBRUARY I5 - MARCH 15, 2023



INSIGHT | ARUSHMA RAUF

esearchers from the UK and Japan

asked 65 artificial intelligence (AI) ex-

perts to predict the amount of automa-

tion in common household tasks in 10
years.

Experts predicted grocery shopping was likely
to see the most automation while caring for the
young or old were the least likely to be impacted
by Al

Researchers from the University of Oxford and
Japan’s Ochanomizu University wanted to know
what impact robots might have on unpaid domes-
tic work: “If robots will take our jobs, will they at
least also take out the trash for us?” they asked.

Robots “for domestic household tasks”, such
as robot vacuum cleaners “have become the most
widely produced and sold robots in the world” the
researchers observed.

The team asked 29 Al experts from the UK and
36 Al experts from Japan for their forecasts on ro-
bots in the home.

Ekaterina Hertog, associate professor in Al
and Society at Oxford University and one of the
study authors draws parallels with the optimism
which has long surrounded self-driving cars: “The
promise of self-driving cars, being on the streets,
replacing taxis, has been there, I think, for decades
now —and yet, we haven't been able quite to make
robots function well, or these self-driving cars nav-
igate the unpredictable environment of our streets.
Homes are similar in that sense.”

Dr Kate Devlin, a reader in Al and Society at
King's College, London — who was not involved
in the study — suggests technology is more likely
to help humans, rather than replace them: “It’s
difficult and expensive to make a robot that can
do multiple or general tasks. Instead, it's easier
and more useful to create assistive technology that
helps us rather than replaces us,” she said.

The research suggests domestic automation
could free up a lot of time spent on unpaid domes-
tic work. In the UK, working-age men do around
half as much of this unpaid work as working-age
women, in Japan the men do less than a fifth.

The disproportionate burden of household
work on women has a negative effect on women's
earnings, savings and pensions, Prof Hertog ar-
gues. Increasing automation could therefore result
in greater gender equality, the researchers say.

However, technology can be expensive. If sys-
tems to assist with housework are only affordable
to a subset of society “that is going to lead to a rise
of inequality in free time” Prof Hertog said.

And she said society needed to be alive to the
issues raised by homes full of smart automation,
“where an equivalent of Alexa is able to listen in
and sort of record what we're doing and report
back”.

“I don't think that we as a society are prepared
to manage that wholesale onslaught on privacy”.

Meanwhile, Amazon, a leader in the e-com-
merce industry and leader in cloud services with its
Amazon Web Services (AWS), is making inroads
with artificial intelligence (AI) following the inter-
est of ChatGPT outreaching into the metaverse by
filing applications for related trademarks.

The e-commerce giant’s filings with the Unit-
ed States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)
from February 2 were revealed in a tweet published
by non-fungible token (NFT) and metaverse-li-
censed trademark attorney Michael Kondoudis on
February 27.

According to the information shared by the at-
torney, the trademark filings cover robots featuring
AT, robots for surveillance and security, and retail
stores for robotic machines featuring Al.

In addition to Amazon’s involvement in artifi-
cial intelligence technology. Traders are employ-
ing machine learning algorithms to anticipate Am-
azon's pricing by the end of 2023 and even as far
as 2030, thanks to the rising popularity of utilizing
Al

As major companies across other industries are
jumping on the crypto trademarking bandwagon
themselves, including payment giant Visa (NYSE:
V), multinational automotive corporation Mer-
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entering household life
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The research suggests domestic automation could free up a lot
of time spent on unpaid domestic work. In the UK, working-age
men do around half as much of this unpaid work as working-
age women, in Japan the men do less than a fifth

cedes-Benz, American banking giant JPMorgan
(NYSE: JPM), and global Whisky brand Jack
Daniels.

According to Kondoudis, the number of
trademark applications for the metaverse in 2022
amounted to 5,830, which is an increase of 200%
compared to 2021.

This is despite the fact that the rate of new
trademark applications for NFIs and related
goods and services has continued to slow since
March. Notwithstanding this, the year 2022 has
recorded 7,746 such applications, which is 260%
more than the year before.

On the other hand, worshippers at a temple
in the Indian state of Kerala welcomed a life-size
robotic elephant presented by the animal rights
group Peta.

Experts predicted grocery
shopping was likely to see the
most automation while caring
for the young or old were the

least likely to be impacted by Al

Indian temples, particularly in Kerala and oth-
er southern states, often keep elephants for reli-
gious purposes, using them in festival processions.

Amnimal rights activists, however, have long de-
manded an end to this tradition, saying it amounts
to cruelty, particularly when the elephants are sur-
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rounded by noisy crowds and exploding firecrack-
ers.
At first glance, Irinjadappilly Raman — the
new mechanical elephant that arrived at the tem-
ple— looks surprisingly lifelike, with expressive
eyes and a moving trunk and tail.

But it is actually made of iron and rubber, and
mounted on wheels so that it can be moved easily.

A ceremony was conducted at the Irinjadap-
pillySree Krishna Temple near Thrissur, where the
new elephant was welcomed by the head priest fol-
lowing a prayer.

“We are extremely happy and grateful to re-
ceive this mechanical elephant which will help us
to conduct our rituals and festivals in a cruelty-free
way, and we hope that other temples will also
think about replacing live elephants for rituals,”
head priest RajkumarNamboothiri said.

There are more than 2,600 captive elephants in
the country, according to the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests’ Project Elephant journal.

Of these, about 1,821 are privately owned and
used for tourism, entertainment and religious pur-
poses.

These elephants often live in abysmal condi-
tions: They are chained, get a little exercise, are
fed improper diets and are kept in noisy surround-

“Many have extremely painful foot ailments
and leg wounds from being chained to concrete for
hours on end, and most do not get adequate food,
water or veterinary care, let alone any semblance
of a natural life,” Peta said. m
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* China successfully
experiments Pakistani
seeds in space
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framework. The scientific experiment cooperation is a concrete
manifestation of China’s willingness to share the fruits of high-
tech development with Pakistan, said Cao Zhouhua, Science
Commissioner of the Chinese kmbassy in Pakistan

fter six months in China'’s spacecraft

under the first-ever Sino-Pak ‘Seeds in

Space’ project, seven kinds of Pakistani

medicinal seeds returned to the earth
and their motherland.

According to China Economic (CEN), the
seeds, three kinds provided by the International
Centre for Chemical and Biological Sciences (IC-
CBS), University of Karachi and four by Hamdard
University, have made history as the first to board
the Chinese space station and opened a new chap-
ter for the S&T cooperation between China and
Pakistan. This is an extraterrestrial way to enhance
food production. Space-bred varieties have proved
to be able to perform better in terms of production
and resistance, and the return of seeds from space
is only a beginning.

After Pakistan's medicinal seeds return to the
earth, Pakistan and China will conduct joint re-
search on their genetic stability, material basis, ef-
fectiveness and safety by comparing the seeds on
board with their mother seeds on the earth to screen
out new medicinal materials with higher quality
and higher yield, Dr Jiang Ning, Deputy Secre-
tary-General of Sino-Pakistan Cooperation Center
on Traditional Chinese Medicine, National Admin-
istration of Traditional Chinese Medicine, China,
told China Economic Net in an interview.

How is that achieved? Scientific study shows
that microgravity, cosmic radiation and very low
temperatures outside the space station can induce
genetic mutations that could make the plants more
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productive and resilient to climate fluctuations re-
sulting from climate change.

So far, China, the third country in the world af-
ter the US and Russia to achieve satellite breeding
in space, has cultivated more than 200 new space-
bred varieties with an annual planting area of 2-3
million hectares. Among them, the wheat variety
Luyuan 502 has increased production by 11% more
than ordinary varieties and manifested better resis-
tance to drought, diseases and pests.

FLAREREPORT | |
ry of their friendship,” said Pang Chunxue, Charge
d’Affaires of the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan,
terming the experiment as a milestone of China-Pa-
kistan scientific and technological cooperation.

The bilateral science and technology coopera-
tion has been included under the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) framework. “The sci-
entific experiment cooperation is a concrete man-
ifestation of China’s willingness to share the fruits
of high-tech development with Pakistan,” said Cao
Zhouhua, Science Commissioner of the Chinese
Embassy in Pakistan. He said that China’s space
station is an important part of the UN's “Shared
Global Space” initiative and is open to all UN
member states.

Scientific and technological cooperation is an
important part of China- Pakistan relations. Since
the signing of the Intergovernmental Agreement
on Scientific and Technical Cooperation in 1976,
the two sides have jointly funded more than 475
research projects in the fields of agriculture, aero-
space, water conservation, chemical industry,
medical and health care, biotechnology, computer
science, environment, energy and technology man-
agement.

Sending seeds to space will never be the end of
China-Pakistan cooperation in the area.

Prof Ahsan Igbal, Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Initiative (PD&SI), put it:
“Space technology is one of those technologies
which is most critical for human development and
security of any nation,” adding that “collaboration
with China will open doors of development for us
in future”.

Take the Sino-Pakistan Seed Orbit Breeding
Project as an example. Prof. Liu Xinmin —Member,
Expert Advisory Panel on Traditional Medicine,
WHO - noted that the project would surely boost
Sino-Pakistan cooperation on the R&D of medici-
nal plants based on the Chinese Space Station. He
told the media, for seeds of the same medicinal
plant, comparative studies can be conducted, such
as breeding, cultivating, chemical components, effi-
cacy, safety, etc when they return to the Earth.

“It will promote the further utilization of space
in the future,” said Liu, who is also the Chief Scien-
tist in the Institute of Drug Discovery Technology
(IDDT), Ningbo University (NBU), China. Also,
both countries can jointly train young scholars in
this field, Liu added.

Professor ShahidBaig, Chairman of the Paki-
stan Science Foundation (PSF) noted that the pros-
pects of collaborations are immense, and “I believe
that these synergies between Pakistan and China
will open up new horizons of economic and tech-
nological development.”

“The Shenzhou 12 mission carried the nation-
al flag of Pakistan, and the Shenzhou 14 mission
carried Pakistan’s plant seeds, which fully showcase
profound friendship between China and Pakistan”,
said Liu Boming, a veteran Chinese astronaut in a
video reply to Aasiya Ismail, a 17-year-old girl from
Islamabad Model School for Girls, Pakistan.

“Sending Pakistani seeds into the Chinese space
station is the first time, but
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“There is mo way to

transform plant seeds in a [t represents a landmark in

set direction, but it is possi-
ble to achieve our intended

to space. For medicinal
plants, we hope they can
grow better with stronger
resistance, survival rate,
and efficacy. All can be
achieved via genetic mu-
tation in space”, said Dr
Wang Yan, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Chemical and Bi-
ological Sciences, the Uni-
versity of Karachi.

On board China’s

for sure, not the last,” Prof.
Liu Xinmin told the report-

China-Pakistan S&T cooper- e
outcomes by sending them gtion and will be recorded in
the history of their friendship,”
said Pang Chunxue, Charge
d’Affaires of the Chinese Em-
bassy in Pakistan, terming the
experiment as a milestone of
China-Pakistan scientific and
technological cooperation

There is every reason
to believe that China-Pa-
kistan space cooperation
will cover more areas and
benefit more people from
both countries and beyond
in days to come.

“The Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology, Gov-
ernment of Pakistan will
continue to extend support
toward the Pakistani scien-

tist and pursue meaningful

Shenzhou 14 manned
spacecraft, Pakistan’s medicinal plant seeds have
undergone 6 months of scientific experiments.

“It represents a landmark in China-Pakistan
S&T cooperation and will be recorded in the histo-
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collaboration with their
Chinese friends in the field of science and tech-
nology and innovation,” pinpointedGhulam M.
Memon, Federal Secretary, Ministry of Science
and Technology, Pakistan. m
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t is shameful to us as Muslims when the

video goes viral across the world wherein a

Pakistani businessman's father weighed his

daughter in gold equal to her own weight.
We heard these events taking place in India
where the rich people hold lavish weddings of
their dear ones.Muslims have been advised by Is-
lam to adopt a life of moderation, simplicity and
austerity which is the essence of the economic
Sunnah.

I think Pakistanis who are spending liberally
on weddings, are oblivious to the fact that their
country is facing a default and bowing down on
the condition of the IMF to receive a bailout to get
out of the financial crunch. In these times, with
inflation, natural catastrophes, wars and whatnot
hitting the country so badly, it is just disgusting to
look at this. If these people have so much mon-
ey, why don't they give it to charity and help out
the ones who are struggling in this tough time? If
that gold had been donated to earthquake victims
of Turkiye and Syria, it might well be the bless-
ings of this new wedding 1000 times more than

The taste for extravagant spending on wed-
dings continues unabated in South Asia, with
more and more Pakistanis jumping on the band-
wagon every passing day.

‘When it comes to luxury events for wedding
events, only a few manage to rival the events of
elites who tap all untouched corners to make
nuptials unique as they believe this show-off will
lift their status in society.

After showering gold coins and dollars, afflu-
ent Pakistanis as a matter of fact play a gimmick
to make the event talk of the town. And it is real-

ly true when a businessman weighed his daughter
in gold on her big day and everyone left aghast
when that special moment is projected through
social media.

The profligate event, which is no different
from the ancient Hindu royal custom ‘tuladha-
na’, soon made headlines as social media users
caught the air and the clips from the event went
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Bride weighed in gold
to laugh at poverty-

b )

stricken Pakistanis

In these times, with inflation, natural catastrophes, wars and

whatnot hitting the country badly, it is just disgusting to look at
this. If these people have so much money, why don’t they give
it to charity and help out the ones who are struggling during
this tough time? If that gold had been donated to earthquake
victims of Turkiye and Syria it might well be the blessings for
this new wedding 1000 times more than what was done to

make it a public show

viral, triggering debate. The clip shows a rich
family weighing the bride on a scale with gold
bricks. The unverified reports claimed it to be
around 69 kg of bullion.

As the family attempted to go at length, it
apparently irked social media users, with neti-
zens slamming the family for the sheer display
of wealth.

The taste for extravagant spend-
ing on weddings continues
unabated in South Asia, with
more and more Pakistanis
jumping on the bandwagon
every passing day
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Keyboard warriors even suggested business-
men donate the gold to earthquake victims or do
charity back at home where people are battling
to get basic commodities given the situation of
record high inflation. Some people called it an
absolute reminder of the divide between the su-
per-rich and the common man.

For the unversed, Mughal emperor Jalal-ud-
din Akbar etched his name in history books for
weighing his son, Humayun, in gold coins to
mark the celebrations of his birthday.

The move has angered the netizens, with
many of them criticizing the family’s actions as
an extreme display of wealth.

As news of the wedding spread, citizens in
both Pakistan and the UAE expressed frustration.
Many advised the businessman of donating the
gold to Turkey-Syria earthquake victims or giv-
ing it away to charity. =
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10 countries with the best tap water

Water is one of the most essential resources humans need to survive. 'To be healthy and
keep the body in good condition, you need access to a reliable supply of safe drinking
water. Access to clean drinking water is essential for your health. Your body consists of
approximately 60 percent water and one can go for weeks without eating, but can only
survive for a few days without water

1. Finland

The bulk of Finland’s water comes from its
168,000 lakes, and the remainder comes from Fin-
land’s rivers and tributaries. Lake Pijjinne, where
the water is reportedly so clean you can drink it
straight from the source, supplies most of the coun-
try’s water.

and treatment methods to remove contaminants be-
fore distributing it to households. Some of the filtra-
tion and treatment techniques include precipitation,
sedimentation, ozone treatment, ultraviolet treat-
ment, activated carbon filtration, and disinfection
with chlorine and chloramines.

2. Iceland

Iceland’s most beautiful natural wonders are its
lakes, streams, and glaciers. So, while a portion of its
drinking water comes from its waterways, most wa-
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ter comes from natural aquifers and springs.
of this, it's not surprising that many countries import
bottled spring water from Iceland.

Iceland’s water is naturally immaculate, but
B it is due to the country’s stringent water treatment
= practices that the drinking water quality is so high.
A 2016 study that tested their tap water revealed a
health standard compliance of nearly 100%.

3. Netherlands

The Netherlands often receives appraisal because
municipal authorities don't need to chlorinate drink-
ing water to disinfect it from pathogens. This is be-

cause the water is already clean enough for human
consumption.

Of course, the country doesn't have magical wa-
ter resources with no microbiological presence. They
still treat the water sources, such as the underground
aquifers, and subject them to rigorous testing to en-
sure they don't get contaminated by runoff.

Additionally, the water sources in the Nether-
lands are then filtered through nmiltiple water filtra-
tion steps such as sedimentation, filtration, ozone
oxidation, and UV disinfection, which, in the end,
makes chlorination somewhat redundant.

The Dutch combination of microbiological risk
assessment and water filtration process is so efficient
that the country’s ability to provide healthy water
without chlorine is now a popular research topic.

4. Norway

Like Finland, Norway has strict regulations
and employs a thorough filtration process for treat-
ing wastewater. This is how they protect their wa-
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ter sources from getting contaminated by chemicals
found in everyday products like detergents, medi-
cine, and paints. Its rigorous filtration process is also

F - -
how the country provides some of the cleanest tap
water in the world for its citizens.

Norway's treatment of water isn't limited to
wastewater practices. In the last 20 — 30 years, the
country has implemented many water-related poli-
cies, including pipe and well repairs and the replace-
ment of old pipes to eliminate lead or copper compo-
nents in the piping system.

5. Switzerland

Although Switzerland's water wasn'’t always con-
sidered the world’s best, it is now. Over the years, the
country has substantially raised its water treatment
standards, and it can now boast of having some of
the best drinking water in the world.

¥ iy

Switzerland’s water comes from clean lakes and
underground sources, comprising about 80% of the
country’s water. The remainder comes from surface
reservoirs.

Although roughly one-third of Switzerland’s
water is in a protected area and doesn’t require any
quire a multi-stage treatment process. This process
involves membranes, ozonation, ultraviolet disinfec-

6. United Kingdom

Underground water sources make up 30% of En-
gland and Wales’ tap water. The rest is surface water
sources, such as lakes and rivers.

Regardless of the water source, the water provid-
ers in the UK have to filter the water before distrib-
uting it to customers. The filtration process entails
flocculation, rapid gravity filters, slow sand filters,

7. Malta

In Malta, there are two main water bodies: un-
derground water reservoirs and seawater. We already
Inow what underground water means, but how do
you consume seawater?

i T
‘Well, there are desalination plants that extract
water from the sea, desalinate it, and then subject it
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to an industrial-level reverse osmosis (RO) process.
To this end, Malta has three desalination and RO
plants located in Cirkewwa, Pembroke, and Ghar
Lapsi.

As a result, Maltese citizens drink some of the
world’s healthiest water. The Maltese government
even has a live portal where citizens can check the
water quality in their area.

8. Germany

More than two-thirds of Germany's water is
sourced from underground water sources or glaciers,
with the rest consisting of reservoirs fed by lakes
P _ \
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and streams. The German government regulates
water more than it regulates many of its other nat-
ural resources, so all the water that makes its way to
German citizens’ taps meets the requirements of the

The groundwater is treated on-site with several
filtration methods. Plus, the country has strict water
standards that prohibit chemicals in the purification
process. The lack of chemicals means the water in
Germany never tastes like chlorine, which is another
reason it's among the world’s best.

Additionally, German water protection policies
are among the best in the world, provide adequate
supply for all citizens, and ensure long-term water

9. Luxembourg

Luxembourg is one of those rare countries that
provides water to citizens directly from springs.
These springs comprise 60% of the country’s water

supply, with the remaining 40% sourced from the
Upper Siire Lake.

Although the spring water found in Luxembourg
has a nitrate level of 13 — 43 mg/L, these levels are
well within the 50 mg/L threshold set by the Euro-
pean Environment Agency. However, we should also
note that the United States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency sets its maximum nitrate standard at 10
mg/L.

10. Sweden

Sweden is another Northern-European country
that is home to some of the cleanest drinking water.
Most of the country’s water comes from its lakes and
streams, and it goes through multiple layers of filtra-
tion, including chemical and natural filters.

One of the main reasons Sweden’s water is so
clean is the country’s lack of pollution. Clean air
helps keep pollution from clouding the waterways,
leading to safe drinking water in citizens’ taps. m
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tirkiye’s recon- lar magnitude was in 1822,
stuction ~ and e o ) around Hatay,” it said.
L urkiye's quake B
may exceed $68 which on February 9 said

billion as a result of this
month’s earthquake di-
saster, which killed about
50,000 people and dam-
aged more than 105,000
buildings, the World Bank
has said.

an estimated $34.2 billion
in direct physical damages
from the February 6 disas-
ter, equivalent to about 4
percent of its 2021 gross
domestic product, the
‘Washington-based lender
said in its 50-page rapid
damage assessment report.
The damage estimation
does not represent the ap-
proximate cost of indirect
or secondary impacts on
Tiirkiye's economy and is [
not an estimate of the im- p.%
pact on the growth of its |
economny, it said. B
'IheGDPlossesass&
ciated with economic dis-
ruptions will also add to ¥,
the cost and further after-
shocks are expected to in-
crease the damage estimate
over time, the lender said.
Economic  damages
are estimated in excess of
$20 billion by Verisk while [
JP Morgan put the cost at {§
about $25 billion and Kar- ¥
en Clatk and Company’s =
estimate is about $20 bil-
The Turkish Enterprise
and Business Confedera-

reconstruction costs
ﬁemmmay GXCGGd $68 billiongmmﬁ i x

it was providing $1.78 bil-

lion to assist relief and re-

covery efforts in Tirkiye,

said assessments are still
..

Given the contin-

6.3-magnitude quake on
& February 20, 2023, in Ha-
= tay province, damage es-
timates may increase fur-
ther, it said

It is good omen that a
in the United States has
anonymously donated $30
million for the survivors of
this massive earthquake in
Turkiye and Syria, Turkish
¥ Minister Shehbaz Sharif
praising the “glorious act.”

In Turkiye’s gourmet
capital Gaziantep city,
restaurants are working
hard among tens of thou-
sands of volunteers to help
and feed families, while
aid has been slow to ar-
rive in Syria, where years
of conflict have ravaged
the health care system and
parts of the country re-
main under the contro] of
 rebels.
Amid this, an anon-
= ymous Pakistani walked
into the Turkish embassy
in Washington DC and
donated $30 million for the
earthquake-affected people

tion has published an esti- . in the two countries.

mate of §84 billion, based  "T'he country sustained an estimated $34.2 billion in direct “A Pakistani business-
on a comparison with the . . . man alone contributed 30
country’s 1999 earthquake  Physical damages from the February 6 disaster, equivalent  mittion doltarstothe Turl-
mm}ﬂw wshitby 78 10 @bout 4 percent of its 2021 gross domestic product, the e s

and 7.5-magnitude earth-
quakes on February 6, fol-
lowed by more than 7,500
aftershocks and two ad-

Washington-based lender said in its 50-page rapid damage

assessment l‘eport

Tanyeri, editor-in-chief of
The Election Post, said on
Twitter, citing Turkiye’s
ambassador to Washing-

the largest disaster on the

country in more than 80 years. The World Bank said
the 11 provinces in the southern part of the country
have some of the highest poverty rates in Tiirkiye and
host more than 1.7 million Syrian refugees, which is
about half the total Syrian refugee population there.
The most extensive damage to buildings and infra-
structure occurred in the Hatay, Kahramanmaras,
Gaziantep, Malatya and Adiyaman provinces, which
together account for 81 percent of the estimated
damages and are home to about 6.45 million people,
about 7.4 per cent of the country’s population.

“This disaster serves as a reminder of Tiirkiye's
high risk to earthquakes and of the need to enhance
resilience in public and private infrastructure,” said
Humberto Lopez, World Bank country director for
Tiirkiye. “As a leader in disaster risk management,
the World Bank is committed to accompany Tiirkiye
in its efforts to a disaster-resilient economic recovery.”
About 1.25 million people are temporarily homeless
due to the moderate to severe damage to buildings or
their complete collapse.

Direct damages to residential buildings account
for 53 percent ($18 billion) of the total damage, with
28 percent of damage ($9.7 billion) in non-residen-
tial buildings and 19 percent of damage ($6.4 billion)
related to infrastructure. The World Bank attributed
the significant damage in buildings and infrastructure
across southern Tiirkiye to the two very large and
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shallow earthquakes that were back to back, in addi-
tion to thousands of aftershocks that were as high as
6.7 in magnitude.

“Early anecdotal evidence seems to suggest that
a high proportion of the affected buildings were con-
structed prior to 2000, which is when the 1997 build-
ing code is seen to have been regularly implemented
in construction,” the lender said.

The “potential lack of code compliance, which
refers to buildings not being designed, built and in-

The GDP losses associated with
economic disruptions will also
add to the cost and further
aftershocks are expected to
increase the damage estimate
over time, the lender said

spected in accordance with Tiirkiye seismic building
codes”, also was a factor in the severity of the dam-
age inflicted by the earthquakes, it said.

“Lack of recent major seismic events in the region
may have reduced awareness on how to prepare for
and respond to major earthquakes. With the excep-
tion of smaller events, such as the 2020 Elazig earth-
quake [magnitude-6.8], the last major quake of simi-
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ton Murat Mercan. The

United States space agency
INASA shared satellite maps showing the damage in
Kahramanmaras, its district Tiirkoglu and Gazian-
tep’s Nurdag that massive Feb. 6 earthquakes have
caused in southeastern Tiirkiye.

“As news of the event spread, scientists at space
agencies around the world — including NASA — be-
gan processing and analyzing satellite data relevant
to the event,” the agency said in statements accom-
panying the images. “These were very large and
powerful earthquakes that ruptured all the way up
to the surface over a long series of fault segments,”
Eric Fielding, a geophysicist at NASA's Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory, was quoted as saying. He likened
the rupture length and magnitude of the quake to the
1906 earthquake that destroyed San Francisco.

The preliminary damage proxy map of NASA
showed parts of Tirkoflu, Kahramanmaras, and
Nurdag, with dark red pixels representing areas
likely to have severe damage to buildings, homes,
and infrastructure or changes to the landscape, while
orange and yellow areas are moderately or partially
damaged. Each pixel measures about 30 meters (100
feet) across.

Shanna McClain, the manager of the disasters
program area of INASA's Earth Science Applied Sci-
ences, stated that they were following the event very
closely. m
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hina has unveiled a new hydrogen/super-

capacitor train capable of reaching speeds

of 100 mph (160 km/h), making it the

fastest hydrogen-powered train to date.
The train jointly developed by state-owned industri-
al giant CRRC (the world’s largest rail vehicle man-
ufacturer) and Chengdu Rail Transit is China’s first
hydrogen-powered train passenger train. It offers a
range of 373 miles (600 kilometres) and emits noth-
ing but water, making it a zero-emissions train.

One of the main features of this train is its au-
tonomous driving capability, which is enabled by
3G communication technology. The train also has
the ability to wake up, start, stop and return to the
factory automatically. While Germany is current-
ly the leader in hydrogen trains, with 14 in service,
the CRRC trains are able to beat German trains at
speeds of around 20 km/h (12 mph). However, Ger-
man trains currently have a much greater range of
around 620 miles (1,000 km).

It is worth noting that while Japan and South
Korea have been the most vocal countries promot-
ing green hydrogen as a transportation solution,
China is currently leading the way in terms of actual
hydrogen refuelling station deployment. According
to Information Trends statistics, there are only more
than 1,000 hydrogen refuelling stations In the world,
and about a third of them are in China.

The move by China is significant because the
country, which controls much of the lithium battery
supply chain, is now quietly developing hydrogen at
top speed. Pushing for an electric revolution seems
sensible as the lithium crunch threatens to soar pric-
es and thwart it Hydrogen alternatives are early.

More than 3,000 kilometres of new railway lines
will be put into operation in China this year, includ-
ing 2,500 kilometres of high-speed railways, Chi-
nese media reports.

The construction of new railways in China in-
cludes the Sichuan-Xizang Railway and a total of
102 railway projects which are planned in the Out-
line of the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) for Nation-
al Economic and Social Development and Vision
2035 of China.

The financial target of China Railway for 2023
is to achieve 817.5 billion yuan (112 billion euros)
in business revenues, up 18 percent over 2022, and
restore overall revenue to the level of 2019, accord-
ing to a statement China Railway sent to the Global
Times, the English-language state-affiliated Chinese
newspaper reports. China State Railway Group
Corp (China Railway) held an annual industry work
meeting this week, which set the goals for 2023 and
reviewed operations in 2022.

In 2022, a total of 1.61 billion rail passenger trips
were made, and China Railway expects to carry 2.69
billion passengers in 2023, up 67.6 percent year-on-
year. Its target for rail freight is to ship 3.97 billion
tons of goods, up 1.8 percent compared to last year.

China exceeded the 2022 construction target

In 2022, China Railways said to have complet-
ed 710.9 billion yuan (97.5 billion euros) of capital
investment in railways and put 4,100 kilometres of
new railway lines into op-
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World’s fastest
hydrogen-powered
train launched in

China

One of the main features of this train is its autonomous driving
capability, which is enabled by 5G communication technology.
The train also has the ability to wake up, start, stop and return to
the factory automatically. While Germany is currently the leader
in hydrogen trains, with 14 in service, the CRRC trains are able to

beat German trains at speeds of around 20 km/h (12mph)

starting trials last November. At the end of 2021, a
railway line between China and the neighbouring
country Laos was put into operation. China is also
involved in the construction of the Belgrade-Bu-
dapest railway in Europe, which links Serbia and
Hungary. China has resumed high-speed rail ser-

eration, including 2,082 ki-
lometres of high-speed rail-

vices between Hong Kong

More than 3,000 kilometres and the mainland for the

first time since the begin-

ways. This brought the total. of new railway lines will be put nins of e coviD.19

length of railways in oper-
ation in China to 135,000

into operation in China this

pandemic, as it dismantled
travel curbs after Beijing

lilometres as of the endyeqy jncluding 2,500 KilometresSscrapped quarantine  for

of 2022, including 42,000

kilometres of high-speed Of high-speed railways, Chinese
media reports

lines. Around the same
time last year, China Rail-

arrivals.
The re-opening comes
amidst a massive wave of

way announced plans to

build 3,300 kilometres of new rail tracks in 2022 of
which 1,400 kilometres of high-speed rail, meaning
the construction goals for 2022 were in fact exceed-
ed with more than 1,000 kilometres of additional
rails constructed.

In addition to constructing new rails within
its own borders, China is also building high-speed
railway lines in other countries, such as Indonesia’s
first high-speed railway between Jakarta and Band-
ung. Having started construction in 2016, this proj-
ect is set to commence operations this year after
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infections nationwide and
a day after authorities said nearly 60,000 people
with COVID had died in hospital, following last
month’s abrupt U-turn on the “zero-COVID” poli-
cy in the wake of historic protests.

Despite the infections, some passengers voiced
excitement and relief about being able to easily re-
turn to their hometowns in time for the approach-
ing Lunar New Year.

“The resumption of the high-speed railway has
made it very convenient for us and has brought
us closer to home,” said Mang Lee, 33, who was
among dozens going through border checks at
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Hong Kong's West Kowloon station before board-
ing trains.

“For the past three years, due to the pandemic,
it has not been easy to enter China in any way,”
added Mang, originally from the southern city of
Guangzhou. “I have not been able to go home for
a long time.”

Till the end of 2017, China has constructed a
massive high-speed railway network which has a
total distance of over 25,000 kilometres (15534.3
miles), which makes travelling by high-speed bul-
let trains become more and more popular among
both domestic and foreign travellers - fast, com-
fortable, punctual, and with quite fair prices. Cur-
rently, high-speed trains can take you to more than
150 cities and towns in China, including the cap-
ital Beijing, historical Xian, panda city Chengdu,
karst city Guilin, charming Shanghai, heavenly
city Hangzhou, city of gardens — Suzhou, beau-
tiful Yellow Mountain, etc. Most of the trains in
China are G-series trains which run steadily with
a speed of over 250km/h. You can get to Beijing
from Shanghai within 4.5 hours (819miles), get
to Xian from Beijing within 5 hours (753 miles),
get from Chengdu to Chongging within 1.5 hours
(187.6 miles), get from Guangzhou to Guilin with-
in 2.5 hours (341 miles)...China high-speed trains
provide First Class Seats, Second Class Seats and
Business Class. m
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Top professional
photographers
astounded by the
cameras of vivo V25

5G and V2oe

Vivo

V25 G | V25e

Gorgeous Portrait

/ At -

Pakistan’s top professional photographers Adeel Chishti and
Fahad Hanif have used the vivo V25 Series smartphones and
tested their cameras. After using the smartphones for a month,
Fahad and Adeel shared their experiences with the vivo V25

5G and vivo V25e respectively

t is said that a picture taken with your camera

is your imagination turned into reality. vivo, as

a brand, understands this and encourages its

users to be creative and capture their precious
memories in the form of gorgeous shots.

For this, vivo has been consistently integrat-
ing cutting-edge innovations and features of pro-
fessional digital cameras in its smartphones. The
brand recently launched vivo V25 5G and V25e in
Pakistan with gorgeous portraits and amazing im-
aging capabilities.

Pakistan’s top professional photographers Adeel
Chishti and Fahad Hanif have used the vivo V25
Series smartphones and tested their cameras. Af-
ter using the smartphones for a month, Fahad and
Adeel shared their experiences with the vivo V25
3G and vivo V25e respectively.

T .

Adeel, an avid portrait photographer and inter-
national photography judge, said he was thoroughly
impressed with vivo V25e and emphasized his night

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

portrait experience with the phone, stating, “My ex-
perience with night photography was truly magical.
During night photography, we have to seek stability
and an artificial light source to capture a portrait
but with vivoV25e, I experienced one of the best
portrait experiences without any struggle.”

Fahad, who specializes in landscape and street
photography echoed the same sentiment, saying,
“The vivo V25 5G has some exceptional night
photography ability. It allows you to take gorgeous
low-light portraits with its ‘Super Night Portrait’
feature. Moreover, it offers a bokeh that seamlessly
blends with the background and lives up to its name

as the NightPortraitMaster.”

vivo V25 5G and V25e also come with the Nat-
ural Portrait feature which employs natural effects
to reveal unique facial features, as opposed to ex-
cessive beautification. Fahad called it one of his
favourite features of the phone as it enhances the
overall skin texture with clarity while retaining the
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sharpness of the image. Adeel further added that
due to the Natural Portrait feature, he no longer has
to retouch or edit images.

The photographers also highly appreciated the
Hybrid Image Stabilization feature of both V25 5G
and V25e, which enabled them to capture stable
and clear images and videos.

“You don't have to put hours into editing your
picture. Thanks to the Hybrid Image Stabilization
feature, all you need to do is set your camera, cap-
ture your shot and you are good to go,” said Adeel.

Fahad elaborated on his video shooting experi-
ence with this feature stating, “vivo V25 5G’s Hy-
brid Image Stabilization (OIS+EIS) feature makes
video shooting clearer and more stable. Its Super
Night technology is also great when recording vid-
eos.”He also complimented the V25 5G’s vlogging
capabilities saying “This phone is ideal for vlogging
and there are a bunch of features you can use to get
the most out of this phone for the same. My favou-
rite feature in this regard is the Vocal Enhancement
option which cancels out ambient noise so your
voice can be heard clearly.”

When it came to their favourite feature on the
phones, the due were unanimous in their choice,
selecting the Bokeh Flair Portrait feature.“Being a
photographer, I've spent thousands of rupees on
lenses but now the vivo V25e has offered me a com-
plete package with this feature,” remarked Adeel.
“This dynamic portrait feature allows you to cap-
ture and smoothen facial features while retaining
the clarity and crispness of the image. When out-
doors, one can select this feature to take stunning
portraits even at night or in low-light situations”
added Fahad.

-
=
b |

Being professional photographers who require
high-end cameras and extensive setups for their
shoots, they both were also united in their observa-
tion that the phones’ camera qualities compete well
with that of digital cameras. “I can say that the fea-
tures I've been using on my camera are now present
in this mobile, and this will make photographers’
life a lot easier, especially the lives of those who
want to start their career as photographers. This
phone is a whole package in itself, and its features
are easy to use and learn,” said Adeel.

Fahad agreed and also praised the Al in wvi-
voV25 5G’s AT HD Portrait feature. he said “Al is
becoming a crucial part of photography. It helps
you capture the best image possible like a profes-
sional. I must admit that the AT quality in the V25
3G is amazing, and you don't even need to edit the
photos that it helps capture.”

Finally, the duo also had a few words of wisdom
for aspiring photographers. “Great photos come
with great composition and dedication. Be mind-
ful of how you frame shots and where you position
different elements within a scene. Keep it simple.
Explore different perspectives, add depth to your
images and do find symmetry,” advised Fahad,
while Adeel suggested upcoming photographers to
be consistent in what they have started. “Every im-
age lies within your eye. Never compromise with
quality,” he added. =
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PTCL works with Vodafone to introduce end-
to-end loT solutions in Pakistan

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited (PTCL) and Vodafone
have agreed to cooperate to
bring Vodafone's industry lead-
ing IoT products, services and
solutions to the Pakistani mar-
ket. PTCL and Vodafone will
collaborate to develop and de-
liver a full suite of end-to-end
IoT services aimed towards ac-
celerating enterprise digital en-
ablement and improving
adoption of connected services
in the Pakistani society.

Adopting IoT Solutions in
a market like Pakistan comes
with various advantages, such
as enhanced efficiency and pro-
ductivity with reduced costs.
IoT Solutions create new busi-
ness opportunities through in-
novation and redefine
traditional business operation
models towards a digital trans-
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leader in the Internet of
Things, connecting over 155
million devices and platforms.
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Group Chief Business Solu-
tions Officer, PTCL& Ufone
said,“PTCL is the largest ICT
services provider having a mas-
sive footprint across Pakistan.

Being a telecom company, we
endeavor to play a pivotal role
in driving the digital transfor-
mation in the country. We be-
lieve that to achieve this goal,
strategic collaborations in the
IoT segment need to foster as
this will create synergies to rev-
olutionize various sectors such
as Health, Education, Automo-
tive, Retail, Energy & Utilities,
Cities, Agriculture and indus-
tries of Pakistan. This will fur-
ther enable all geographical
areas with modern IoT tech-
nologies for a better future.”
Giorgio Migliarina, Direc-
tor of Products and Services,
Vodafone Business said: “The
collective power of the largest
ICT provider in Pakistan with
the leading 10T company will
allow us to help businesses of
all sizes in Pakistan leverage
the power of 10T for their dig-

ital transformation.”

PTCL being the backbone
of connectivity in Pakistan be-
lieves in strategic business col-
laborations to undertake such
engagements to adopt and be a
part of digital transformation

journey. This collaboration will

further open new avenues for
both Vodafone and PTCL
Group in the business field,
along with various opportuni-
ties for collaborative develop-
ment.

In connection with its ini-
tial investment in Vodafone in
May 2022, e& announced its
aim at exploring opportunities
for mutually beneficial strategic
partnership with Vodafone in
the rapidly developing global
telecom market and supporting
the development and adoption
of next-generation technolo-

gies.m

TECNO reveals groundbreaking Chameleon Coloring Technology

Lahore: Global innovative
technology brand TECNO un-
veiled its latest technology, the
chameleon coloring technol-
ogy, on day one of the com-
pany's first-ever appearance at
the MWC. This groundbreak-
ing color-changing technology
is capable of changing the
back cover of a device to en-
tirely different colors based on
the usage or user customiza-
tion, allowing the user to freely
showcase their style without
being locked into just one-
color option. The new technol-
ogy adapts a unique material
that allows for a continuous
change of colors up to 2 mil-
lion times, with rapid color
changing in just (.03 seconds.

Chameleon coloring tech-
nology, formally known as
full-spectrum electrically con-
trolled prism coloring technol-
ogy, will be the first ever
technology of its kind to be

fully compatible with a smart-
phone device, and not only

TECNOD

Stay colorful,
stay alive

Chamelecn Coloring Technology

that, it will also be the first in
the industry to offer full spec-
trum color rendering and an
astonishing total of 1600 dif-
ferent colors.

TECNO's commitment to
providing innovative technolo-
gies that cater to the diverse
needs of consumers has won
the hearts of Pakistani con-
sumers. The company has re-

ceived an overwhelming re-
sponse to its previous devices

and technologies. With the
launch of the chameleon col-
oring technology, TECNO is
set to redefine the mobile
phone industry worldwide by
allowing users to express their
style through their mobile
phones.

Kelvin Zeng, CEQ of
TECNO Pakistan, says, "We
are thrilled to announce this

amazing technology. The
chameleon coloring technol-
ogy is a major step up from
our previous color-changing
technologies as it provides in-
finitely more options for color
customization. We believe that
this technology will cater to
the diverse needs of our con-
sumers and will provide them
with a unique and personal-
ized mobile phone experi-
ence."

With TECNO's latest tech-
nology, users can fully cus-
tomize their device with this
rich variety of colors and
change it as frequently as
they'd like. For those that don’t
have time to ponder their own
color preferences,chameleon
coloring technology will also
allow the exterior to interact
directly with the device, creat-
ing spontaneous and active
color designs based on the bat-
tery performance, the apps

that are running, the surround-
ing air temperature, the music
that is playing, etc. This effec-
tively keeps the coloring con-
sistently fresh and unique for
the user, and it even lets the
device's exterior appearance
interact with features like the
camera.

TECNO's dedication to in-
novation and its focus on the
entire smartphone experience,
including material and design
innovation, has set it apart
from its competitors. Its com-
mitment to providing diverse
and innovative technologies
that cater to the needs of con-
sumers has made it a beloved
brand. With the launch of the
chameleon coloring technol-
ogy, TECNO is set to revolu-
tionize the mobile phone
industry once again and has
announced that they will be
launching this technology for
Pakistani users as well. =

DeafTawk and Klngflsher partner to promote digital inclusion

Islamabad: DeafTawk, a
startup scaled under Pakistan's
premier accelerator program
Jazz xIr8, dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of deaf individu-
als, has partnered with
Kingfisher, a next-gen mobile
experience (MX) company, to
promote digital inclusion and
create a positive socio-eco-
nomic impact for the deaf com-
munity in Pakistan. GSMA, an
organization that represents the
interests of mobile network op-
erators worldwide was instru-
mental in bringing both
organizations together.

Under this partnership,

er will provide smart-
phones to be distributed among
the marginalized deaf commu-
nity in Pakistan every year, en-
abling them to connect with the
outside world and access em-
ployment opportunities. This

initiative will help millions of
deaf persons to overcome the
barriers to communication,
achieve their full potential and
become contributing members
of society.

Kingfisher is revolutioniz-
ing the mobile experience econ-
omy by delivering the newest
pre-owned devices that bring
unparalleled freedom and flex-
ibility to the mobile ownership
experience. By partnering with
DeafTawk, Kingfisher is
demonstrating its commitment
to creating positive social
change and promoting digital
inclusion in Pakistan.

Jazz, Pakistan's leading dig-
ital operator, has pledged to
provide the necessary logistics
assistance for this initiative,
while the Ministry of IT &
Telecom Pakistan has promised
to extend its unwavering sup-
port to this great cause. Deaf-
Tawk, with the support of Jazz,
also made the Mobile World
Conference 2023 (MWC23
Barcelona),the world’s most in-
fluential connectivity industry
event, inclusive for the global
deaf community for the second
consecutive year through sign
language interpretation serv-
ices,

Commenting on the part-
nership, DeafTawk's CEO Ali
Shabbar said, "We are de-
lighted to partner with King-
fisher to improve the lives of
deaf individuals in Pakistan,
With the support of the
GSMA, Jazz and the Ministry
of IT & Telecom, we will work
towards the socio-economic de-
velopment of the 9 million
deaf persons in Pakistan."

The partnership between
DeafTawk and Kingfisher
marks an important step in pro-
moting digital inclusion and
creating a more inclusive soci-
ety in Pakistan. m
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MMBL & CASH1 join hands to boost Financial

Islamabad: Mobilink Mi-
crofinance Bank Ltd. (MMBL)
has taken another step towards
expanding its reach across Pak-
istan by partnering with
CASHI- owned by Webdna-
works Private Limited.

As part of this joint initia-
tive, CASH1 will be providing
Off-site ATM deployment serv-
ices to MMBL, enabling the
Bank to broaden its outreach
and enhance its service in far-
flung areas where customers
lack adequate access to basic
facilities and infrastructure,
thereby increasing access to fi-
nancial services for those who
have been traditionally un-
served and underserved.

The deployment of Off-Site
ATMs will provide greater con-
venience and accessibility to
customers, allowing them to
access their accounts and con-

duct transactions at any time.
This is an important step to-
wards increasing financial in-
clusion. It will allow MMBL to
serve a larger number of cus-
tomers, particularly those in re-
mote and hard-to-reach areas

across the country, and imple-
ment the State Bank of Pak-
istan’s National Financial
Inclusion Strategy (NFIS).
Sharing his thoughts at the
signing ceremony, Ghazanfar
Azzam, President, and CEQO
MMBL said, “We are excited
about this partnership with
CASHI1, as it will enable us to
extend our reach even further
and provide greater conven-
ience and accessibility to our
customers. Deploying
CASH1's ATM services is crit-
ical to MMBL's mission to im-
prove financial inclusion in
Pakistan. Under this partner-
ship, the Bank strives to offer
flexible banking services to pre-

Inclusion in remote areas

viously underserved communi-
ties and is confident that it will
provide reliable and efficient
ATM services to all its cus-
tomers while bridging the gap
between the formal banking
sector and the unbanked popu-
lation.”

On the occasion of the sign-
ing ceremony, Qamar Abbas,
Executive Director of Webdna-
works Private Ltd. said, “We
are delighted to roll out our
'bank in the box' business model
that will go some way to digi-
tize cash-out payment to the
general public, not only in the
major cities but also in the rural
areas of Pakistan through this
partnership with MMBL."m

Nestle, Telenor joins hand to address iron deficiency in children

Karachi: Nestlé and Te-
lenor Pakistan have joined
forces to address the issue of
iron deficiency. both compa-
nies signed a contract to work
together to ensure that children
in Pakistan do not suffer from
iron deficiency.

According to School Age
Children Health and Nutrition
Survey (SCANS) Punjab &
Sindh 2020, 9 out of 10 chil-
dren in Pakistan have inade-
quate iron in their diet, which
could lead to iron deficiency.

To achieve this, Nestlé will
be providing extensive informa-
tion on balanced diets, nutri-
tional requirements, symptoms

M |

of iron deficiency, and how to
prevent it with iron-rich foods.
Telenor will be amplifying this
information through live shows
on their platform, Khushaal
Watan.

This partnership aims to
leverage technology as a plat-
form to spread awareness

about child nutrition and iron
deficiency in Pakistan, so that
the nation can tackle this prob-
lem together. The live shows
will educate parents to help en-
sure that their children attain a
balanced diet, so that they are
not at risk of being iron defi-
cient.

Khurram Zia, Business Ex-
ecutive Officer-Dairy, Nestlé
Pakistan commented on the
partnership, “At Nestlé, we are
committed to being a force for
good, by improving the health
and well-being of people
around the world. Today, [ am
proud to announce that Nestlé
and Telenor have joined forces
to promote children’s health
and wellness through this in-
novative initiative. Through
this partnership, we aim to
raise awareness and educate
communities about child nutri-
tion and iron deficiency in
Pakistan, utilizing technology
to drive positive change. =

Coca-Cola partners with NIC to promote gender equity

Islamabad: Coca-Cola and
The National Incubation Cen-
ter teamed up to celebrated In-
ternational Women's Day 2023
in Pakistan with a special event
focused on the global theme of
embracing equity.

The event highlighted the
issue of water equity and its
disproportionate impact on
women and children in Pak-
istan, where 40% of the popu-
lation lacks access to clean
drinking water,

The previous year’s floods

made the situation even worse,
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contaminating water sources

and making safe drinking water
a scarce resource. Rural
women, in particular, were af-
fected, having to travel long dis-
tances to collect water for their
families,

The previous year’s floods
made the situation even worse,
contaminating water sources
and making safe drinking water
a scarce resource. Rural
women, in particular, were af-
fected, having to travel long dis-
tances to collect water for their
families, m

PBA, Avanza ink deal to develop Pakistan’s first
blockchain-based banking platform

Karachi: The Pakistan
Banks' Association (PBA) has
signed a project agreement
with the Avanza Group to de-
velop and implement the coun-
try's first blockchain-based
national electronic Know Your
Customer (eKYC) banking
platform

The signing ceremony took
place at the PBA office in
Karachi. PBA  Chairman
Muhammad Aurangzeb, who
is also the president of HBL,
Akhter Javed, director of

BPRD SBP, Tawfiq Hussain,
CEO of PBA, Waqas Mirza,
and Omer Khan, CEQO of

haredQYC, agreement

e __cermuny%
Y ]

Avanza Solutions (Pvt) Ltd all
attended the ceremony.
The eKYC project is part of

the State Bank of Pakistan's
(SBP) ongoing efforts to
strengthen the country’s anti-
money laundering
(AML)/terrorist  financing
(TF) control infrastructure. In
addition to strengthening
AML controls, the implemen-
tation of this platform will im-
prove efficiencies at
participating banks and im-
prove customer experience,
particularly at the time of ac-
count opening, thereby facili-
tating financial inclusion.m
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OPPO launches
Find N2 Flip

Lahore: OPPO showcased
a range of its latest innovative
technologies at Mobile World
Congress 2023. Find N2 Flip is
the best flip phone on the mar-
ket. Measuring 3.26 inches,
Find N2 Flip's cover screen is
the largest of any flip phone
currently available, making
everything smarter and easier
to do. Its 50MP main camera,
MariSilicon X NPU and Has-
selblad imaging system com-
bine to deliver a professional
camera experience.

"As the world’s 4th largest
mobile phone brand, OPPO
has showcased a series of inno-
vations at MWC23, from fold-
ing flagship phones to the latest
technology behind the Internet
of Experience, By bringing
new technology breakthroughs
to market, we are unlocking
new possibilities for smart liv-
ing to befter serve our users
worldwide,” said Billy Zhang,
President of Overseas Sales
and Service, OPPO. =

Dawlance CEO
urges Senate Com-
mittee to ease im-
ports of essential
goods

Islamabad: Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Dawlance
Umar Ahsan Khan recently
held a meeting with a Senate
Finance Committee to high-

light the adverse economic im- %2,

pact of the current interruption
in Pakistan’s import trade.
The participants discussed
critical issues; as the shortage
of foreign-currency reserves in
Pakistan, has driven the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) to cur-
tail the imports of many im-
portant commodities and
goods, over the past many
months. Even large-scale in-

dustries are not allowed to il

open LCs for importing raw
materials essential for their op-
erations. Dawlance’s ship-

ments of raw materials and
components have also been
blocked, halting the manufac-
turing operations since Janu-
ary for all products that are not
only sold locally but exported
to other countries too. =
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Male Champions of Change Pakistan report

Islamabad: Members of
the Male Champions of
Change Pakistan Group re-
lease their first progress report,
providing transparency and
accountability for their indi-
vidual and collective actions
taken to accelerate gender
equality, and women's repre-
sentation in their organisa-
tions.

The Male Champions of
Change  Pakistan 2022
Progress Report presents the
2022 results for Member or-
ganisations and was signed off
for release by the Group dur-
ing their first meeting in 2023
hosted by Aamir Ibrahim,
Jazz CEQ.

Jazz CEQ, Aamir Ibrahim
said:" We are honoured to be
hosting the Male Champions
of Change Pakistan quarterly
meeting where we continue
our work together to tackle the
barriers to equality, share ex-
periences and learn from each
other. Public reporting on the
impact of the actions we are

taking as leaders is an integral
part of our commitment to
drive change both in our own
organisations and our society.”

The Male Champions of
Change Pakistan Group is
committed to continuing their
efforts towards gender equality
in 2023. Convenor of MCC
Pakistan, Fiza  Farhan,
said:“Pakistan’s leaders com-
ing together and committing
to collective action towards

creating diverse and inclusive
workplaces, gives us all hope
for a more progressive and eg-
uitable future for our women
and girls.”

The 2022 Progress report
measures  individual and
group initiatives to accelerate
gender equality in MCC Pak-
istan’s organisations.

Over the past twelve
months the Group continued
their work on enabling flexible

progress on gender equality

work and return to workplace,
gender-balanced recruitment
and creating a gender-bal-
anced public image. These
focus areas were extended
mid-year, with Members’ ef-
forts also applied to preventing
and addressing sexual harass-
ment, understanding and clos-
ing gender pay equity gaps,
and conducting Listen and
Learn activities around every-
day respect and Everyday

Champions of Change.

Mainstreaming flexibility
in work and care: 61.9% of
Members have mainstreamed
flexible work with policy, tools
and technology and leadership
support, up from 50.0% in
2021,

71.4% of Members have
policies or initiatives in place
to enable flexible access to
parental leave for all parents.

Creating respectful, inclu-
sive workplaces for all employ-
ees: 90.5% of Members have
taken specific action to ad-
dress backlash and amplify
buy-in on gender equality, up
from 83.3% in 2021.

90.5% of Board and/or ex-
ecutive leadership teams have
committed to eradicate sexual
harassment and articulated
their zero-tolerance position.

81.0% of Members have
established regular reporting
on sexual harassment into
their regular Board and/or ex-
ecutive leadership team report-
ing cycles.s

Ufone 4G launches Super Card 899 for nonstop

Islamabad: Ufone 4G is
proud to announce the launch
of ‘Super Card 899’, a new ad-
dition to its Super Card portfo-
lio that aims to bring more
value, ease, and enablement to
its users.

The new super card pro-
vides customers with an all-in-
one offer that includes 20GB of
internet, 450 off-net minutes,
and unlimited on-net/PTCL
minutes for the entire month
for just Rs.899.

The card allows customers
to enjoy uninterrupted data and

ufone @

INTRODUCING

\

connectivity and unlimited calls

unlimited calls without having
to worry about running out of
balance or recharging their ac-
counts multiple times a month.
The all-in-one package pro-
vides great value for money,
saving customers the hassle of
subscribing to multiple pack-
ages for internet, off net and
on-net/PTCL minutes.
Customers can subscribe to
the Super Card 8§99 by visiting
their nearest retailer, through
digital channels such as
UPaisa, My Ufone App, or any
mobile moneyservice in Pak-

istan. Since it provides more
value at affordable price,Super
Card 899 is an excellent choice
for those looking to save money
without compromising on con-
nectivity, apart from enjoying
uninterrupted data and unlim-
ited calls with just one product
for the entire month.

So, head to your nearest
Ufone retailer or subscribe
through digital channels to get
your Super Card 899 today and
experience the convenience,
Befikari, and enablement it has
to offer.m

Amin meets
SGCO Deemah
AlYahya

Islamabad Federal Minis-
ter for IT and Telecom Syed
Amin Ul Haque met with
Secretary General SGCO
Deemah AlYahya during the
GSMA MWC-23 Barcelona
summit. Minister said Pak-
istan desires to build a strate-
gic partnership with DCO to
leverage the true potential of
ICT for the socio-economic
growth in the region.=

PTA & NADRA sign MoU for adoption of new

ICT technologies for e-governance initiatives

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) and the National Data-
base and Registration Authority
(NADRA) signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
at PTA Headquarters in Islam-
abad for adoption of new ICT
technologies for e-governance
initiatives. The partnership will
have a significant impact at na-
tional level on digital, social,
and economic transformation.

The various areas of collab-
oration include the adoption of
new ICT technologies for e-
governance initiatives, biomet-
ric verification innovations, and
the use of ICTs to achieve UN
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) targets and con-
tribute to the government of
Pakistan’s “Vision 2025”. The
collaboration will strengthen
and streamline ongoing and fu-
ture programs including Digital

Identity, Multi-finger Biometric
Verification System, and Fraud
Detection & Prevention to

TANDING]

B Smlig |

achieve organizational goals.
The event was attended by
Chairman NADRA, Tarig
Malik; Member (Finance)
PTA, Muhammad Naveed
along with senior officers from
both organizations. MoU was
signed by DG (Strategy & De-
velopment) PTA, Ch Mudas-
sar Naveed and CPO NADRA,,
Muhammad Gohar Ahmed
Khan.
During the event, Chairman

NADRA stressed the signifi-
cance of collaboration between
the two organizations, high-
lighting PTA’s valuable contri-
butions to NADRA’s initiatives,
He expressed his optimistic out-
look, anticipating positive out-
comes for Pakistan as a result
of this partnership.

Member Finance PTA also
expressed his enthusiasm for
the collaboration and the op-
portunities it presents. He em-
phasized that the goal is to
promote innovation and coop-
eration by harnessing the
strengths of both organiza-
tions, Moreover, the MoU aims
to establish a coordination
mechanism that will enable
smooth working relations, and
capacity building through
knowledge sharing and con-
ducting sessions/training on
relevant issues and technologi-
cal advancements.=

EBM leaves

everyone
stunned at
GulfoodExpo

i EEL
Karachi: English Biscuit
Manufacturers (EBM) took
part in the Gulfood Expo 2023
with a stunning pavilion that at-
tracted both foreign visitors and
potential customers, piqued
their interest, and left them
wanting to know more about
the company's brands and their
intentions to enter overseas
markets. This year, EBM de-
buted their creams portfolio in
the Middle East, which in-
cluded its two most successful
brands, RIO and Sandwich.m
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vivo X80

See st d MediaTek Dimensity 9000 (4 nm)

6.78 Inch

Front Camera:32MP
Rear Camera:50+12+12MP

il
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vivo V25e

6.44 Inch

Front Camera:3amp
Rear Camera:64+2+2MP

4500mAh
44W FlashCharge

RAM & ROM
8GB+256GB

MediaTek Helio G99 (6nm)

vivo Y21T

Display 6.51Inch
Front Camera:g8mPp
amera Rear Camera50+2+2Mp
5000mah
Battery 18W Fast Charge
- RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB+128GB
Qualcomm Sm6225

Snapdragon 680 4G (6 nm)

vivo V25 5G

Display 6.4 Inch
Front Camera:S0MP
amera Rear Camera:od+8+2MP
4500mAh
Battery 44W FlashCharge
RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GH
MediaTek Mt6877
Processor

Dimensity 900 (6 nm)

6.58 Inch

Front Camera:16Mp
Rear Camera:50+2+2Mp

5000mAh
44W FlashCharge

RAM & ROM
8GB+128GB

Qualcomm Sm6225
Snapdragon 680 4G (6 nm)

Processor

6.5 Inch
Rear Camera:50+2MP
W
MediaTek Helio GB5 (12nm)
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,26,600

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x2.81x0.32in)

g 6.5 Inches,Super Refina XDR QLED
Dlsplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MF, f1.8, 26mm [wide), 1/2.55%

, 1.4um, dusl pixel PDAF, OIS 12 MP
_-Cﬂmefa , 2.0, 52mm {lefephoto), 1/3.4%, 1.0um, POAF

. OI5, 2x optical zoom 12 MF, #2.4, 13mm {ulrawida)

; Mon-removable Li-lon 3969
Battery mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging

Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Memory [

' | Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity,
Features compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation

Body

Itel Vision 1 Plus

Rs:14,999

AndroidTM 9 Pie
Display

Camera

6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
FullScreen 1600*720

Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
Front: B.OMP FF Selfie Camera

5000mAh Battery
(=00l 3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

| Fingerprint
Sensors

8 Functions

CAMERA

OPPD X 30MY IMKTOF Ficpship
Selfe Sensor

&8P &) Trple Comera

Bokeh Flee Portinit

Wicroleng

DESIGN

Fivergless-Laother Dasipn
OPPO Glew

Uitra-Sim Retro Design
Qrelt Light

PERFORMANCE

A3 SLPERVDOC

4500mAn Lorge Buttery

RAK Expension

Quakcamm Octo-Cevs Processar

Color0S 12

Inclusive Design

Smort Security

Alr Gusturs

Smert Notifieation Helng
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Oppo F21 Pro Oppo A96
Rs. 52,999 Rs. 44,999
Oppao A6 - A Powerful A-Series Smartphane ™

Smart tech Oppo is unveiling A96 to the market. Oppo is
launching a new handset of its A-serles of smartphones. The
coming smartphone of the company will be a mid-ranger and
will be launched in China soon, The newcomer will be named
an Oppo A96. The chipset that is going to power the upcoming
smartphone will be Qualcomm Snapdragon 680 SoC. Thisisa
powerful chipset that handsomely handles all the specs of
upper-class smartphones. To give more power to this Oppo's
A96, there is a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core pracessar installed under the
hood of this handset. The smartphone got the taste of the IPS
Capacitive Touchscreen display which is exclusively made for
the devices of this brand. The screen size of this smartphone is
6.59 Inches. Oppo A96's going to have a full HD display with a
resolution of 1080 x 2412 Pixels. The SoC of the handset is
paired with & gigabytes of RAM. The chipset and the RAM of
the Oppo sharp A96 will make the processing speed of the
phone lightning fast. The internal storage capacity of the device
is 128 gigabytes. This is enough storage capacity that will give
you enough space to place a huge amount of data for future
use. The Oppo has got an Android 11 operating system in AS6.
The Smartphone has got a Dual Camera setup on the rear, the
main camera will be 50 megapixels and secondary camera is 2
megapixels. On the front-facing of the A%E, there is a 16
megapixels selfie camera. The security of this device, to protect
your data it has an under-display, optical fingerprint scanner,
The A96 s fueled with a powerful battery of 5000 mAh
capacity. It means you can use the smartphone A96 for a long
period of time. And also there is a fast battery charging in A96
by Oppo, This coming up new Oppo A96 will be a competitor of
Samsung as the specs look quite impressive. __)

Oppo A76
Rs. 34,999

Redmi A1+

Oppo AT6 - A Powerful Mid-Ranger R
Smart tech Oppo is unveiling A76 to the market soon, The Chinese
manufacturer Oppo is working on a new smartphone for its A-
series. The upcoming new handset will be a mid-ranger and it will
be launched in Malaysia. The newcomer will be named Oppo ATE.
The coming smartphone will be powered by the Qualcomm
SME225 Snapdragon 680 4G (6 nm) chipset, this is a powerful
chipset that is used in upper-class handsets, The Oppo's A76 with
this processor will provide the user with powerful results. The
smartphone has got a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core processor under the
haod of this smartphone. Also, there is a powerful GPU of Adreno
610. The Oppo ATE's going to have a 6.56 Inches big screen size
and It will provide the user with full HD plus the reselution of 720x
1612 Pixels. And there is an IP5 LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
display that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding
results. This handset Oppo sharp A76 will be paired with a gigantic
RAM capacity of 6 gigabytes, The chipset and the RAM capacity of
the devica show that it will enable the user to execute things
within secands. The internal storage capacity of the smartphone is
128 gigabytes that are enough to store a huge amount of data for
future use. The Oppo is packing a Dual Camera in the back of ATE.
The main camera is 13 megapixels and 2 megapixels. The selfie
camera is 8 megapixels which will take wonderful pictures. The
upcoming new A7E6 got a side-mounted fingerprint sensor to
protect your data from loss, And the battery of this A76 is 5000
mAh is planted inside the belly of the new A76 which is enough to
keep running for almast one or two days of active use. And also
there is a fast battery charging of 33W in this new handset which is
called A7& by Oppo. Now Samsung and other smartphone

companies will be looking to bring features like the Oppo AT6.
S
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Redmi Al+
(2GB- 32GB)

Display: 6.52” HD+ Dot Drop display
Processor: MediaTek Helio A22

e Rear Camera: 8MP main camera

= Battery: 5000mAh (typ)

* Charging: 10W fast charging
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Nokia C1
Rs:8.,299

Mokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and betier chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OF, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1is going to be release with much hoosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Eadier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of SMP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Card Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Mokia will implement Android OS5 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
tha company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants,
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
soreen with 284 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smariphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slol to provide more storage space. C1 by
Mokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smariphone ever
heing offered in today,s market. Mokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time lo budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Mokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants. J

e

WINDOW TO
THE FUTURE

SMART

w3100

5.45"

HD+
Full View
Display

Teifary

Realme C21
Rs. 19,999

~

Realma C21 - AMid-Rang Smartphone Of The Company

Smari tech Realme is launching the C21 smartphone to the
market. This Chinese company presented the C20 in the
January of this year, and Realme will present its successor in
three days. Now all the specifications of this phone have
appeared on AllExpress, and even the price ks known, This
smartphone will be Realme C21. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the market that is called MediaTek Helio G35.
The new Realme's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this handset. This new upcoming
smartphona has a 6.52 Inchas screan size which Is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscrean, and
this device Realma C21's gaing to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
PowerVR GE8320 in this upcoming device, Also, thare is
screen protection of Coming Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming
new Realme sharp C21 is packing the upcoming smariphone
with 4 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used
in this smartphone so you can say that your phone is going fo
run at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM.
Realme has got 64 gigabytes of storage in C21 which means
that the capacity of your data is unlimited. On the rear of the
smariphone, thers is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the smartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The sslfie shooter in this phone C21 will be 5
megapixels to make taking selfies more aasy and attractive
with this new C21. The smariphone has got a powerful battery
which will be fusled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5000 mah
battery in C21 by Realme that will carry support for Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and other tach glants will faca
serious competition when this Realme C21 will release.

Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999

Henar 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have k-
. Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near fulure. This

b will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After
launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expectad to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memary, and massive power, Honor's 20 Pro will come
packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
smartphane and that chipsat is called Kirin 980, This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a T nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category, 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will ba packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20°s Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will ba 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sansor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose, 20
Pro's The handset will ba fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over ofher smartphone giants. 4

S
b

tand out
eautifully:

MNokia 7.2

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | »20235.A1500.5/15




Nokia 2.3

X Mobile X2 Selfie Rs:14,900

MNokia 2.3 - ANew Eniry-level Smartphone \‘
Tech giant Mokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2 The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. Itis
an entry-level smariphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal mamory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Mokia's 2.3
ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be available in
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color variants. The
information leaked about the chipset of the new Nokia 2.3's,
confirms that it will be powered by the MediaTek3€™s Halio
A22. This chipset will ba used in place of 28nm Snapdragon
425, This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Nokia
sharp 2.3, Different variants of the phone will offer different
ranges of RAM and internal storage. One of the modeals is
packed with 2 gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack
this new upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabyles of
internal storage. The next variant will be available in 3
gigabytes of RAM capacity and the internal storage of the
phone will 32 gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may
offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may
also becoms double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a 4000
m#Ah battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower side, still
you will have enough power to keep the handset on toes, The
upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with
an LED flash that is placed just under the alone lens of the
phone. The front-facing camera will be 5 megapixels, The 2.3
by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As this is an eniry-level
smartphone so you expsct 8 reasonable price tag. The
company is now competitive enough to challenge high-rated
companies like Samsung by bringing smartphones like Nokia

2.3
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Redmi 10A

&1/ 11,999: =f

Redmi 10A

(3GB- 64GB)

Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel |

RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GBE ROM

Eapacily battery 1.8GHz COcta Core Processar

15.46 ¢m (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.50 Curved)
MediaTek Helio G25

Ccta-core Processor

4000mAh High Capacity Battery

sbtjrzréé‘ 332

NOKIA

A25PRO

RRP 9,399
See better in the dark

It just keeps getting better

STORE YOUR

FAVORITE APPS

32+2GB

MEMORY

g L & w | 0

Biometric 13MFP Rear 571" HD+ Android 9 Ple 2000mAR
Face Unlock SMP Fromt Camera with Selfie notch battery

13,900 [ree 14,900

w [2GBRAM|16GBROM | | 3 GB RAM |32 GB ROM | [ pemm
E e
(Vi

—
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Rs.3,499/-

- 2.4"Screen

SONIES P L A Y
CAMERA
DrGITAL
3000mAh
BATTERY

TORCH

AUTO CALL

SAVE1000
Lo AL a

SKY BLUE @
DARK BLUE

GOLDEN @

YELLOWA&GREEN @

Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-
A73 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53)

Quad Camera: 48 MP, f12.0, (wide),
1/2”, PDAF + 12 MP, £12.2, 13mm
(ultrawide] + 5 MP, fi2.4, (macro) +

5 MP, 12,2, depth sensor, LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast battery charging 15W

(FEPE g
AT

5&:,5@&'!;;314

e 2,999/ Net

2.4" colorful
display

STERER SPENNTY,

BRAT Lt JRYE

(& 4 Beaming Smart
Torch Lights Camera
e

Huawei Mate 10 Lite

£ 534,999 =7

e slw

Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-AT3 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Corlex-A53)

5.9 inches, 1080 » 2160 pixels
18:9 Screan ratio (409 ppl dansity)
Sensors: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)
Acceleromater, Praximity, Compass

{Non-removable Li-lon ),3340 mAh

(5D S
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Oppo F21 Pro 5G

Rs. 84,999

-\\
Qppo F21 Pro 5G - A Powerful Chipset Phone
Oppo is launching a new F21 Pro which has got a moniker
50 at the end. The smartphone company Oppo is unveiling
a handset in its F-series, the coming device of the company
will be a high-and phone. A newcomer will ba named Oppa
F21 Pro 5G. The smartphone will be empowered by a
powerful chipset called Qualcomm SME3T5 Snapdragon
685 5G (6 nm). This is one of the latest flagship chipsets in
the market, and to give more power to this Oppo's F21 Pro
505 has a 2.2 GHz Octa-Core processor inside the handset.
The handset has got AMOLED Capagcitive Touchscreen and
there is a big screen size of 6.43 Inches, the users will enjoy
using this screen size. The smartphone Oppo F21 Pro's
going to have a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels.
And also in this device, there is @ powerful GPU called
Adrenc 619 under the hood of this smariphane. The SoC of
the smartphone paired with 8 gigabytas of RAM means that
the upcoming smariphone F21 Pro 5G by Oppo is having to
be very fast in ils exscution. The internal storage is 128
gigabytas which is enough to store a huge amount of data
for future usage. The Oppo Pro 5G has got a Triple Camera
safup. The main lens of the setup will be 64 megapixels
along with 2 megapixels and 2 megapixels, a lens to capture
excellent photography. The front-facing of Oppo F21's Pra
5G will be a single camera of 16 megapixels, The
smartphone has got an under-display, optical fingerprint
sensor to securs your deta. The battery of the phone is also
a massive one, Tha smariphone F21 Pro 5G is fueled with
(Li-Po Mon-removable), 4500 mAh battery to get enough
backup time and the smartphone got a Fast charging of
33IW. Now Samsung and othar smartphone companies will
bbe looking to bring features like Pra 5G.

o

Calme Spark S33

‘J1]olo]e

Calme

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWVGA Screen
5.0 inches

1950 mAh

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GB Free
microSD Card (supports up 64GB)

— .
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Infinix Note 8 = :
i Xiaomi 33w Power Bank

Quad Camera: 64 MP, {wide)
- e , 111,73 PDAF + 2 MP,

Camera | {macro) + 2 MP, (depth)

+ 2 MP, Quad LED Flash

. Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex Xiaomi 33w Power Bank
: -AT5 + 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-Ab5) 10000mAh Pocket Edition Pro
=== |PS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
BIETSENE 16M Colors, Mulitouch
7.0 Inches

' . Li-Po Non removabla), 5200 mAh
Battery & ,
= - Fast battery charging 18W

32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM 33w high power
— uilt-in, : AR e
VEEI  microSD Card, (supports Super fast smartphone charging

up to 256GB)

128GE Buill-in, 6GB RAM
microS0 Card, {supparts up to 256GB)

Infinix Zero 8
Rs. 36,999

3000mAnh

"\\
BRITERY FOR INCREOIBLE ONG USROGE TTME
i Ocla-core (2 ¥ 2.05 GHz Corlex-
| ATE + 86 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)
— 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
BIL1e BV capacitive Touchscreen,
16M Colors, Multitouch
Quad Camera; 64 MP, (wide),
e 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),
i PEIEEH  1ia.0+ 2 MR, 2.4, (macro) +
2 MR, i2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash
f T (Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
— Battery Standby-upto 26 days
a Talktime:upto 36 hours
== 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
Memory microSD Card,
(supports up to 256GB)
n"nl lnB lE “ nw | : Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,
g ; : GCEWEE]  inoermiint (side mountsd), Proximity
_/

Redmi 10C Ocean 9 Black(2GB)

Snapdragon® 680 |
Large 6.71" display

Redmi 10C | .+, 8.650 :
Y e

VGO Tel

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)
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CAMON 18 Premier

Rs:59,999

"\
Tecno Camon 18 Pramier - Mid-Ranger Of The Tecno
Tecno is launching its all-new Camon 18 which has got a
moniker Premier at the end. The Chinese company Tecno is
working on the new smartphone, which was spotted on
Google Play Console. The coming phone model number is)
TRCMNO-CHS, and it will be called Tecno Camon 18 Premier.
The smartphone will be empowered by a powerful chipset
called Helio G986 SoC. This is one of the latest chipseis in the
markat, and to give mora power to this Tecno's Camon 18
Premier it has an Octa-Core processor inside the handset.
The handset has got AMOLED Touchscreen and there is a
big screen size of 6.7 Inches, the users will enjoying using
this screen size. The smartphone Tecno Camon 18's going
to have a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels. Also
in this device, there is a powerful GPU called Mali-G57
under ihe hood of this smariphone. The SoC of the
smartphone paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM means that the
upcoming smartphone Camon 18 Premier by Tecno is
having to be very fast in its execution. The internal storage is
256 gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount of
data for future usage. The Tecno 18 Premier has got a Quad
Camera setup. The main lens of the setup will be 64
megapixels along with 12 megapixels, and 2 megapixels,
the lens to capture excelient photography. The front-facing
of Tecno Camon's 18 Premier is loaded with a 32
megapixels front-selfie camera setup, The smartphone has
got a fingerprint sensor to secure your data. The batlery of
the phone is also a massive one. The smartphong Camon
18 Premier is fugled with (Li-Po Non-removable), 4750 mAh
batiery to get enocugh backup time and the smariphone got a
Fast charging. Mow Samsung and other smartphone
companies will be looking to bring features like 18 Premier.

Tecno Spark 8C 4GB
Rs:320,.999

s

Tecno Camon 19 Pro

Rs:<49,999

Tecno Camon 19 Pro - New-Series Of Smartphanes ™
Tecno Is working on a new Camon 19 which has got a
moniker Pro at the end, Chinese manufacturer Tecno is
launching a new series of smartphones. Last year Tecno
has unveiled Camon 18 series, now the company is
preparing its successor which will be called Tecno Camon
19 Pro. The new smarlphone will be powered by the)
MediaTek Helio G986 chipset. This is a powerful chipsel that
will empower the upcoming smariphone Tecno's Camon 19
Pro to provide the user with high-end performance, and
also there is an Octa-Core processor under the hood of this
smartphone. The upcoming new Tecno Camon 19's going
to have 6.8 Inches which is & massive screen, and to
provide the user with full HD plus the resclution of 1080 x
2460 Pixels, And there is an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display, also there is a powerful GPU of Mali,

new Camon 19 Pro by Tecno is having an upcoming
smartphone with 8 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest
point of RAM used in this smartphone so you can say that
your phone is going to run at a super-fast speed because of
its powerful RAM. The built-in storage capacity of the Tecno
19 Pro is 256 gigabytes which means that the capacity of
your data is unlimited. On the rear of the smartphone, there
is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor of Tecno
Camon's 19 Pro will be 64 megapixels, 50 megapixels
along with the Al sensor. The selfie shooter of the phone will
be 32 megapixels. For this purpose upcoming smartphane
Camon 19 Pro is having a side-mounted fingerprint reader
o secure the data on the smariphone and only allow the
authorized person. The device will be fueled with a Non-
removable Li-Fo 5000 mAh battery that will carry support
for Fast charging of 33W. Samsung and other tech giants
will face serious competition when the coming smartphane

~

Tecno Spark 8C 4GB - A Spark-Serles Phone

Tecno is introducing a new Spark 8C which has got a moniker
4GB at the end. Tha smartphone company Tecno is unveiling
a new device in its Spark series. The upcoming smartphone
will be launched in September this year, the coming handset
will be a mid-range device. The newcomer will be called
Tecno Spark BC 4GB, This devica got a Chipset of Unisoc
TE0E fo give more power to this device and it has an Octa-
Core processor inside the phone to make the device ultra
fast Also, there iz a GPU of ARM Mali-G57 under tha hood of
this Tecno's Spark BC 4GB, The coming device has gotla 6.6
Inches big screen size and It will provide the user with full HD
plus the resolution of 720 x 1612 Pixels. The new Tecno
Spark BC's going to have an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display that is the latest one and well known for
its outstanding results. This handset will be paired with a
gigantic RAM capacity of 4 gigabytes. The chipset and the
RAM capacity of the Spark 8C 4GB by Tecno show that it will
enable the user to execute things with the coming handset
within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the
smartphone is 128 gigabytes that are enough to store a huge
amount of data for future use. The Tecno BC 4GB will come
equipped with a Dual Camera setup. The main sensor of the
handset will ba 13 megapixels, and another one is a QVGA
sensor. The selfie shooter of the smartphone will be 8
meagapixels, In this upcoming new Tecno Spark's 8C 4GB,
you will find a rear-mounted sensor to protect your data from
loss. The battery of this upcoming new smartphone Spark BC
4GB is 5,000 mAh to give full-day use to the users, also there
is a Battery charging 10W. This handset 8C 4GB will give
through time to its competitors like Samsung and others.

19 Prowill releass.
S

Huawei P30
R=s:89,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series! )
Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
fram us and soon wa will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphaones, Huawel's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole seres of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawel P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is siill in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has dacided
to aquip the display of tha P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phane is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smariphones that's why the naw P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
satup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfact in avary way. P30 gonna coma
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object,
Artificial Intafligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the guality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30

A
Tecno Camon 19 Neo
Rs:40,999
Tecno Camon 1% Meo - The Mid-Ranger -\'

Tecno is working on a Camon 19 which has got a moniker
Neo at the end. The company is launching a new
smartphone in its Camon series. The newcomer will be a
budget-friendly phone and will be named Tecno Caman 18
Neo. The smartphone got a Chipset of MediaTek Helio
G#S which is the most powerful chipset and to give more
power to this handset thera is an Octa-Core procassor
inside the Tecno's Camon 19 Neo to make the device ultra
fast. Also, there is a GPU of Mali under the hood of this
smariphona. The display screen size of the smarphone is
6.8 Inches and It will provide the user with full HD plus the
resolution of 1080 x 2480 Pixels. The new Tecno Camon
19's having an IP5 LCD Capacitive Touchscreen display
that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding
results. The handset will be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of & gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity
of the Camon 19 Neo by Tecno show that it will enable the
user lo execute things with this smariphone within
saconds, The internal storage capacity of the smartphone
is 128 gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount
of data for future use and the device gol 8 micraSD
dedicated slot. On the rear of the Tecno 19 Neo, there is a
Triple Camera setup. The main sensor of the handset will
be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixsls, and 2 magapixels. The
salfia shooter of the phone is 32 megapixals, to make
taking seifies easier and more attractive. The Tecno
Camon's 189 Neo is having a side-mounted, optical
fingarprint reader to secure the data on the smariphone
and only allows the authorized person. The Camon 19
Mao will be fueled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5,000 mAh
battery that will carry support for Fast charging. Samsung
and other tech giants will face serious competition when
the coming 19 Neo will release, _/,

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,56,300

Is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yel available, y,

1509 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
(5,94 X 2.98x0.33in)

B

- 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BTSN |PS LCD capacitive
B

touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

Camera , 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

12 MP, 2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h

ody
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
emory Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
==l compass, baromeler, Sir natural
language commands and dictation
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Importer Name Brand Jan-23
Oty Amt
FUTURE TECH APPLE 117 135,325
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD_ APPLE ]
CORETECH APPLE |
M/s. NiZAM ELECTRONICS APPLE |
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE | 208 176,757
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE |
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE |
AGILITY LOGISTICS PRIVATE LIMITED APPLE |
EXPERT TRADERS APPLE | 65 55,067
ROCKERS TRADING APPLE | 90 44,105
_ORIENT ENTERPRISES | APPLE 1
PENTA INTERNATIONAL APPLE |
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE | *
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE |
_EUROTEL TRADING ____APPLE i 300 1 241,852 s %
HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE | l..FI,
PREMIER CODE [PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE | 2,510 151,826
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G | 5,000 306,698
_HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED z _HUAWE| I 1
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED HUAWEI | 4
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX | \
CARLCARE SERVICE [PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX | & 447
_SICCOTEL TRADING _ INFINIX ] :
~M/S.ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX |
TRANSSION TECNG ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX | 36,000 4,954,245
EXPERT TRADERS INFINIX | 19,653 1,355,319 m
__MICROTEL TRADING INFINIX [ 4500 322,245 E
ROCKERS TRADING INFINIX | 3,994 307,938
SAHAA TRADERS INFINIX | 2,181 185,494 m
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD ITEL | h
CARLCARE SERVICE [PVT.) LIMITED ITEL | 4 250 S
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL | 47,200 4,514,657
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS {PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL | 35,000 2,274,330
EXPERT TRADERS ITEL | 1,000 28,890
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED MAXFONE |
_ TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE] LIMITED - NOKIA T 5,000 | 495,002
" OPPO MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO |
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO |
IMPEL TECH {PRIVATE) LIMITED OFPO |
_ THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE i _OPPO | -1
"A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED OUKITEL | {
EXPERT TRADERS ONE PLUS |
M/S TRADELINK INTERNATIONAL REALME |
_ ANTPOWER TECH (PVT.) LTD _— & _REALME F e =
“EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED “REALME |
Logistics Propel REALME |
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION SAMSUNG ]
_ MULLER & PHIPPS PAKISTAN PVT LTD » A SAMSUNG |
" SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSUNG | 74 23,008
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG | 65,225 10,855,714
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG |
_ BURQUE CORPORATION (PRIVATE) IMITED | & |
EUROTEL TRADING |
M/s. NIZAM ELECTRONICS |
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD | 18,000 2,487,618
_SAHAA TRADERS _ _ 1 |
M/S UNITED MOBILE
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED | 30,420 3,556,358
INOVI TELECOM PVT LTD |
SICCOTEL TRADING |
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.] LIMITED | 21 2,213
EXPERT TRADERS |
ORIENT ENTERPRISES |
VIVO ELECTRIC (PRIVATE) LIMITED |
_ COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED _vivo 1 32,005 2,993,050
"55H TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL |
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED VNUS |
AlR LINK COMMUNICATION {PVT) LTD XlAOMI ]
_CABNET TECHNOLOGY X1A0MI [
CORETECH XIAOMI |
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE [PRIVATE) LIMITED XIADMI |
NANO TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS Xlaomi |
_PHONEZO IMPEX (PRIVATE] LIMITED . _XIAOMI 1 _— | —
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LI XAOMI | 86,000 5,385,812
SMARTLINK TECHNOLOGIES XIAOMI '| /
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI |
_UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED —4 ZTE
M/S UNITED MOBILE ZTE |
APPLE | 780 653,109
D CODE | 2,510 151,826
_DIGIT 4G 4 1 5,000 1 306,698
"HUAWEI |
INFINIX | 66,334 7,125 688
ITEL | 83,204 5,818,127
_MAXFONE ! ==
NOKIA T 5,000 495,002
OPPO | X
ONE PLUS | u -
OUKITEL | Z =
SAMSUNG | 65,299 10,878,722
TECNG | 48,441 6,046,189
VIVO | 32,005 2,993,050
VNUS | 5 N
VGOTEL | = -
REALME | . ;
XIAOMI | 86,000 5,385,812
ZTE | = 5 %
Total 394,573 40,854,223 T
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GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
PAKISTAN TELECOMMUNICATION AUTHORITY
HEADQUARTERS, F-5/1, ISLAMABAD
Pl # 051 9216767, Fax £ 051-9216644

Please refer to Mis S5H Telecom (SMC Pvi) Lid. lener no. Wil dated 3% Movember, 2022
on the subject { Copy aifached for recey reference). Wfs S5H Telecom (SMC Pr) Ltd. g a mobile
marusfaciuring suthorization holder issued by PTA. They are manufacturing 26 and 4G mobile

They have highlighted within their letter that they are currently facing diffieultics in
openimg of L5 die to the quota restrictions of State Bank of Pakistan.

In light of ahove, Ministry of Industries & Production (MolP) being custodian of the
Muobile Manufacturing Poliey is requested 1o call a Mgh-leve! mesting with all stakeholders
including Engineering Development Board, State Bank of Pakistan, Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority & all Mobile Manufacturing Anthorization holders to resalve the issues being faced by

This issues with the approval of the Authority.

J—)

Mauman Khalid

Divector (Type Approval)
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Whatever your heart can dream, you will surely have

it in Ramadan Kareem. Have a blessed Ramadan.

@ Shop 35, 2nd Floor, Hassan Centre,
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolocommunication L.

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Xiaomi Electric Scooter 4 Pro

Ride with power, go in comfort

55km*

Super long range

Xiaomi DuraGel Tire
10" | Tubeless | Self-sealing*

Upgraded size

For more comfortable riding

20%

Incline climb*

130mm

Dual-disc brake

Magnetic
Charging port and lid

Aerospace grade

Aluminum alloy frame

World's first scooter with
UL's loT Security Rating Gold level certification

loT Security Rating
Level 3 certification

mIBEM

Haomi's home -

Fasiarilas
Xiaomi Electric Scooter 4 Pro is the 3
first scooter device which gain loT o

Security Rating Level 3 {Gold)
certification.

Unique QR code

There is a unigue QR code in each device that only
belongs to you provides another layer of security for
authentication,

Kiscei Eleciric Scooter 4 Pra &

-y

Smartlink

U Technologles
) e

OFFICIAL PARTMERS
Tailigit aheiys o

y Crume control

Eattery infn

The "strong binding"
mechanism

The “strong binding” mechanism to ensure that
others cannot bind your scooter without your
approval

MJA1 Security Chip

With the hardware level security capability and
strong identity authentication, it can ensure only
your Xiaomi Home APP can connect to your

sCooter

Xiaomi Home App
your smart driving manager

Connect your Xiaomi Electric Scooter 4 Pro to Xiaomi Home App via
Bluetooth to check detailed information like vehicle status, battery
info, mileage info and control the lights, lock the motor, upgrade
firmware and more.

() AN
& (&)

Maotor lock
e
3)

Bluetooth

©

Vehicle status Energy recovery

{'/ .\1
J

Firmware upgrades
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