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Interest rate
taken to 21%
against soaring
inflation

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) raised the monetary policy rate by
100 basis points to 21 percent as the cash-strapped country bid to curb
crippling food inflation and maintain the confidence of foreign creditors.
It is the highest level of interest rate since October 1996, which is sure to
impact the industrial productivity in the country.

Global factors have compounded consumer inflation already buoyed
by Pakistan's weakening currency, energy tariff increases and hikes in
food prices.

Food, beverage, and transportation prices have all surged more than
45%, putting pressure on household budgets and leaving many desperate
and adding to joblessness. How the soaring inflation and cost of living
are affecting the life of the common man may well be gauged from the
fact that at least 16 people were killed in stampedes for food aid. In such
miserable economic conditions how far the increased interest rate would
arrest inflation is a big question.

“The MPC considers the current monetary policy stance appropriate
and stresses that today's decision, along with previous accumulated
monetary tightening, will help achieve the medium-term inflation target
over the next eight quarters,” the SBP said in a statement.

In early March, the central bank raised its key rate by 300 basis points
to 20%, exceeding market expectations, in what many saw as a bid to
ensure the release of bailout funds from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF). But the funds still do not seem forthcoming as even the
IMF Board-level consent has not been given.

In its statement, the SBP said an early conclusion of the ninth review
of the IMF program was critical to rebuilding foreign exchange reserve
buffers.

Analysts said the governor of the SBP stated in a private briefing that
principal repayments of $4.5 billion remained due during the last quarter
of the fiscal year, which ends on June 30.

Of that, $2.3 billion will be rolled over, while repayments of $2.2
billion are payable, the analysts said. Most of the repayments are
multilateral and bilateral with $100 million in commercial loans.

As Pakistan bids to avoid a possible default on foreign obligations,
the only help so far has come from longtime ally Beijing, through a $1.8
billion refinancing and a rollover of $2 billion in March.

It is interesting to note that monetary tightening is taking place at
a time when most indicators of economic activity seem to be in free
fall. High-frequency data, including cement dispatches, petroleum sales,
auto demand, consumer credit off-take and large-scale manufacturing
(LSM) reflect a sustained slowdown in growth. Add to that supply chain
disruptions, factory closures and layoffs and it is not surprising that GDP
forecasts for FY23 average under 1.5%.

An increase in gas/electricity tariffs to arrest circular debt build-up,
a reduction in subsidies to consolidate fiscal bleeding and a free float of
PKR. vs USD are all projected to add to price pressures in the months
ahead.

Given this scenario, the Government needs to take concrete decisions
to generate revenue and minimize its dependence on the creditors. If the
poor are facing tough times the government and the officialdom should
also cut down their unnecessary expenditures which can save billions of
rupees of the national exchequer.
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Need to launch anti-bullying
campaigns

Bullying creates several problems among children, such as
anxiety and depression. It shakes their confidence and makes
them doubtful about their self-worth. Unfortunately, bullying
has become a very common feature in schools and colleges.
It has always been, but the trend is now on the rise as there
is a clear social divide to the phenomenon, with children
belonging to strong financial backgrounds mostly bullying
others of humble families sharing the same campus.

Due to the rising incidents of bullying, there is a need to
launch anti-bullying campaigns to create awareness on mental
health, societal values, and the consequences of bullying
anywhere, be it an educational institution or workplace.
Such campaigns will not only tell us about the disastrous
effects of bullying others but also educate us about our rights
and duties as individuals in society.

Islam has emphasised the values of kindness and brotherhood
among people, and when students are taught about kindness
towards others from an early age, problems like bullying
have a chance to be eliminated gradually.

Schools, colleges and workplaces should conduct surveys
and run anti-bullying campaigns regularly to tramn their
teachers and staff to deal with all such incidents effectively.

Hoor Un Ain Riaz, Rawalpindi

Loss of digital vision

The Digital Pakistan initiative was planned in 2018 with
the aimm of achieving connectivity, improving digital
infrastructure, and investing in digital skills and literacy of
both the officials and the masses. This happened because a
number of factors compelled Pakistan to go digital in terms
of governance and economy.

However, the vision demanded an elementary understanding
of what this technology is, and how locals are using it in
Pakistan. Excessive use of various social media platforms
has disconnected us from the vision of Digital Pakistan.
Data show that only a few people know how to run
computer software programmes among a large population of
youngsters who are more interested in browsing the internet
through their cell phones.

A report released by LIRNEasia revealed that Pakistan’s
internet-enabled mobile owners use a less diverse range of
applications and spend time mainly on social media, voice
and messaging apps. Nearly 30 percent of poor Pakistani
women find it a challenge to afford a digital device. All things
put together, lack of ownership or accessibility to devices
and low digital literacy rate is contributing to the nation’s
lack of exposure to the actnal magnitude of the larger digital
experience.

Misbah Anum, Hyvderabad

Street erimes on the rise

There has been a sharp increase in street crimes in Lahore
which has raised concerns for the masses. Many are voicing
their frustration with the apparent ineffectiveness of law
enforcement agencies in addressing the problem.

According to official data, the crime rate in the first three-
and-a-half months of the year show that over 90 percent of
street crimes have been committed at gunpoint. This shows
that the robbers are fearless and brandish illegal weapons in
the city to deprive the citizens of cash and valuables.

The spike in crime is largely attributable to a combination

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

of two factors; rising unemployment rate and economic
instability, and the cost of doing business in the country.

Jazib Fayyaz, Lahore

Safe City project

The authorities running the Safe City project in Islamabad
merit congratulations and credit for effectively and efficiently
monitoring the traffic in the Federal Capital and issuing
e-challans to the violators. I did not realise such technology
and know-how were available locally.

Recently, while I was moving on Faisal Avenue towards the
Blue Area, my speed was captured on the CCTV cameras of
the Safe City project. Lo and behold, within minutes I was
sent an e-challan on my cell phone with complete details of
the vehicle, the nature and the place of violation along with
my name, address and snapshot of the violation.

I thought this could only happen in the United States where
I had seen it while on a visit some time ago. The National
Database and Registration Authority (Nadra) also needs to
be commended for facilitating and providing the necessary
infrastructure/data and software to Islamabad traffic police.

Khaled, Islamabad

Overvalued currency

The Finance Minister is on record to have said that as per
his calculation, the actual value of the rupee is below Rs200
to a US dollar, but the market is rejecting his claim, for the
current value of the dollar has a massive gap in the interbank
and open market rates.

Importers have been facing difficulties in getting their letters
of credit (LCs) opened due to shortage of dollars in the banks
and travellers who need dollars for their overseas journey,
are complaining about the non-availability of dollars in the
open market.

I do not see any economic wisdom in keeping the rupee
overvalued. It appears that the government wants to keep
the value of the rupee higher than its actual market value for
political reasons.

The government should review its exchange rate policy and
let market forces decide the matter. This will be good for the

country and its economy.

Ejaz Ahmad Magoon, Doha

Wrong driving and its consequences

Road accidents are all too common here and despite efforts
to improve road safety, the number of mishaps has remained
high. Also, with the increase in population, a significant
spike in such accidents has been noted over the years.
According to official statistics, over 5,000 road accidents in
the country over the last three years have resulted in as many
deaths and some 15,000 injuries.

Even though a number of motorways have been constructed
and the condition of highways has also been improved,
serious accidents continue to take place. One of the main
1ssues i1s that many drivers in Pakistan are untrained or
have only informal training, which leads to reckless driving
and poor decision-making on the roads. Additionally, the
passenger buses lack basic safety features, like seat belts and
air bags.

Fawad Hashmey, Lahore

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.

/W/M/Jh‘]/@]f/}f




Business Mews Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

Khunjerab Pass
mountain route
reopened to great
benetfits of Pakistan,
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rugged Mintaka and Kilik Passes as the primary route across
the Karakoram Range. This feat of architecture and engineering
has played a significant role in the history of the region, serving
as a vital link for traders and explorers transporting goods
between Central Asia and the Indian subcontinent

he Khunjerab Pass, a historic mountain
route connecting China and Pakistan, has
recently been reopened after it remained
closed for three years. This development
has been warmly greeted by the business commu-
nity, residents, high-ranking officials, and youth in
Pakistan. The reopening of the pass is expected to
have a positive impact on trade between the two
countries as well as to expedite the development of
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif expressed his
pleasure at the reopening of the Pass, noting that
it will remove a major obstacle to the progress of
CPEC. He emphasised that the restoration of this
crucial trade route is a matter of great significance
and will, undoubtedly, lead to increased trade be-
tween China and Pakistan.

For centuries, the Khunjerab Pass has been a
vital trade route between China and Pakistan. The
Pass derives its name from the Wakhi language,
with “khun” meaning blood and “jerab” referring
to a brook originating from a spring or waterfall.
At 15,397 feet, it stands tall as the world’s highest
paved international border crossing and is the pin-
nacle of the breathtaking Karakoram Highway and
serves as the Pak-China border.

On completion in 1982, Khunjerab Pass re-
placed the rugged Mintaka and Kilik Passes as the
primary route across the Karakoram Range. This

FACEEOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

feat of architecture and engineering has played a
significant role in the history of the region, serving
as a vital link for traders and explorers transporting
goods between Central Asia and the Indian subcon-
tinent.

In the modern era, the Khunjerab Pass has re-
mained of utmost strategic importance to both
China and Pakistan. The reopening of the border
marks a significant moment, allowing for increased
trade and exchange of contacts between the two
nations. With its rich history and stunning beauty,
the Khunjerab Pass is an essential landmark in the
region, and the reopening of the border is a mo-
mentous occasion.

The Pass was closed for three years due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. The reopening of the Khun-
jerab Pass is being seen as a game-changer for the
region as it will provide a direct road link between
China and Pakistan's western provinces. The Pass
is a crucial link in China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), which aims to connect Asia, Europe, and
Africa through a network of highways, railways,
ports, and other infrastructure projects. Reopening
the Khunjerab Pass would provide a new and more
direct route between China and Europe, bypassing
the traditional sea routes and reducing transit times.
This would be a significant boost for trade between
China and Europe, which is currently worth over
$700 billion.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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It could also provide China with an alternative
route to the Indian Ocean, linking the Chinese prov-
ince of Xinjiang with the deep-sea port of Gwadar
in Balochistan province. Gwadar Port is a key ele-
ment of the BRI, and its development is expected to
transform Pakistan’s economy and provide China
with a strategic foothold in the region. The reopen-
ing of the Khunjerab Pass would benefit not only
China but also Pakistan, which is keen to attract
foreign investment and boost its exports.

Moreover, the pass will serve as a gateway for
Pakistan to Central Asia, which is a region rich in
natural resources and has a growing demand for
consumer goods. Pakistan could leverage its strate-
gic location to become a transit hub for goods flow-
ing between China, Central Asia, and the Middle
East, thereby generating significant transit fees to
boost its economy.

In addition to enhancing trade with China, the
reopening of the Pass can bring many other ben-
efits to Pakistan. For instance, it can lead to the
development of new industries and the creation of
job opportunities for the people of Gilgit-Baltistan.
The Pass runs through some of the most remote
and underdeveloped areas in Pakistan, and the
construction of new infrastructure can help create
jobs and spur economic growth. Additionally, the
Pass will also promote tourism in the region, as it is
surrounded by some of the most breathtaking land-
scapes in the world, including the Himalayas, the
Karakoram range, and the Pamir plateau. Further-
more, it can help to reduce Pakistan's energy deficit
by facilitating the construction of new hydropower
projects in the region.

The restoration of this ancient route is a testa-
ment to the enduring bonds between China and Pa-
kistan. It represents a new chapter in the history of

The potential benefits of the
reopening of Khunjerab Pass
are significant and could have
far-reaching implications for

the global economy

the two nations and holds the promise of greater
prosperity for both. As such, it is a cause for cele-
bration and a symbol of hope for a brighter future
in the region.

In nutshell, the reopening of the Khunjerab
Pass between China and Pakistan is a significant
development in the context of the BRI and global
trade, providing a more convenient and cost-effec-
tive route between China and Pakistan and linking
the Chinese province of Xinjiang with the deep-sea
port of Gwadar. The potential benefits of the re-
opening of the Khunjerab Pass are significant and
can have far-reaching implications for the global
economy. “The BRI and CPEC is a gift of progress
and prosperity given by the Chinese leadership for
the region and people of Pakistan.

Minister for Planning, Development and Spe-
cial Initiatives Prof Dr Ahsan Igbal has said efforts
are being made to resume the bus service between
Pakistan and China through the Khunjerab Pass to
provide economical means of transportation to Pa-
kistani students studying in China.

“We are very excited over the reopening of
the border crossing between the two all-weather
friends, " he said, expressing confidence that the
trade between Pakistan and China would also re-
sume through the land route.

He hoped that the Khunjerab border facility
would be upgraded by both sides so that it could re-
main open for 12 months and become an all-weath-
er facility.

About the impact of the opening of border
crossing on the China-Pakistan FEconomic Corri-
dor (CPEC) and bilateral trade, he said it was good
news for the CPEC projects.

“And, it is also good news for Pakistan-China
bilateral trade, and business and particularly people
in Gilgit-Baltistan as they will greatly benefit from
local trade through this border post,” he added. m
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delegation
of ReqoDiq
Mining Com-
pany, headed

by its Chief Executive Of-
ficer Mark Bristow called
on Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif in Islamabad
recently. The Prime Min-
ister on the occasion said
the government is taking
every possible step to fa-
cilitate foreign investors.
Mark Bristow told the
prime minister about the
progress of the project so
far.

While talking to the
delegation, the Prime
Minister said Pakistan
has immense investment
opportunities in mining,
information technology,
energy, and communica-
tion and infrastructure =
sectors. ”
The Prime Minister “
said the ReqoDiq project ;
will be a game changer
for Balochistan as it will g
usher a new era of devel-
opment for the people of
that province.

The Prime Minister
also directed to establish =
a project support team for
the implementation of §
the ReqoDiq project.

The Prime Minister %
was informed that 70 per- &= 2
cent of the workforce in = =~
the ReqoDik project be- ©
longs to Balochistan.

The Prime Minis-
ter was also told that a
school has been set up by
the RegoDiq Company
in cooperation with the
Community  Develop-
ment Committee of the
area.

Along with this, steps
will be taken to provide
vocational and higher ed-
ucation to the youth of
the area so that they can

find employment oppor-

W /\ -

The Prime Minister appreci
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RekoDiq to bring
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ated the ongoing work of ReqoDiq
Mining Company towards corporate social responsibility

and also encouraged the Company to share efforts with the

government in establishing Danish Schools in Balochistan

FLAREREPORT | |
on 26 August 2011, and
the licensing authori-
ties rejected them on 15
November 2011. On 6
November 2011, a peti-
tion was filed in the Su-
preme Court praying for
a direction to prohibit the
Balochistan government
from awarding mining li-
censes in an arbitrary and
illegal way.

The Supreme Court
declared CHEJVA to be
invalid from the begin-
ning on 6 January 2013.
On 12 December 2011,
the TCC filed a complaint
with the International
Centre for Settlement of
Investment Disputes (IC-
SID) regarding alleged
violations of the Austra-
j lia-Pakistan Bilateral In-
| vestment Treaty (BIT) by
Pakistan and with the In-
! ternational Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) regard-
ing alleged breaches of
CHEJVA contracts by the
Balochistan government.

Initially, with respect
to the ICSID procedures,
the ICC Tribunal sus-
pended its own proceed-
ings. The Tribunal pub-
lished a draught ruling on
jurisdiction and respon-
sibility on 12 February
2016, holding that it had
jurisdiction over TCC's
claims and that TCC had
invested in Pakistan. In
this regard, Pakistan has
violated its BIT commit-
ments by expropriating
TCC’s investment there.

TCC was awarded
damages against Pakistan
by the ICSID Tribunal
on 12 July 2019, total-
ing $5.894 billion plus
interest of $700,000 per
day. The London Court
of Arbitration also fined
Pakistan $4 billion at the
same time. Subsequent-

tunities.

In the briefing, it was
further told to the PM that work is in progress re-
garding the provision of clean drinking water and
health facilities to the people of the area. And that
alternative energy is being used in the project.

The Prime Minister appreciated the ongoing
work of ReqoDiq Mining Company towards cor-
porate social responsibility and also encouraged
the company to share efforts with the government
in establishing Danish Schools in Balochistan.

It is pertinent to mention here that the both
Federal and Baluchistan governments inked a deal
on RekoDiq with the Canadian business Barrick
Gold on 16 December last, after the Supreme
Court approved a settlement to begin mining at
the site located in Chagai district. The Baluchistan
administration described the arrangement as his-
toric and the largest investment pact ever made by
the nation. The statement said: “The $6.5 billion
punishment levied by an International Court has
been ineffective after signing the RekoDiq accord.
Senior authorities attended a ceremony where the
deal was signed by representatives of the Federal
and Baluchistan governments as well as Barrick
Gold Corporation.”

The essential legislation has been carried out
by the Parliament of Pakistan besides getting a
favourable ruling from Pakistan's Supreme Court.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Officially, Barrick owns 30 percent of RekoDigq,
25 percent is owned by three Federal state-owned
enterprises, 15 percent by the Province of Baluch-
istan on a fully funded basis and 10 percent by the
Province of Baluchistan on a free carried basis.

The Prime Minister said the
government is taking every
possible step to facilitate foreign
investors. Mark Bristow told the
Prime Minister about the
progress of the project so far

RekoDiq is one of the largest undeveloped cop-
per-gold deposits in the world. On 29 July 1993,
the Chagai Hills Exploration Joint Venture Agree-
ment (CHEJVA) was signed by BHP Minerals, the
Balochistan Development Authority (BDA), and
others. Later, on November 23, 2006, the Tethyan
Copper Company (TCC) paid $240 million for
BHP’s shares in CHEJVA. Due to a novation deal
between the BHP and the Balochistan govern-
ment, it has joined the CHEJVA.

The Tethyan Copper Company (TCC) filed
its mining lease application and feasibility study

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

ly, the TCC started legal

action to enforce the de-
cision in a number of countries, including Austra-
lia, the USA, and the UK (British Virgin Islands).
The ICC reopened its case against the Balochistan
government and was anticipated to issue anoth-
er award. Pakistan contested the ICSID Award at
the time by starting legal action to have the award
revoked.

The out-of-court agreement puts an end to the
protracted battle over restarting the development
of the RekoD)iq mine in Baluchistan's Chaghi area
by waiving the $11 billion penalty imposed on Pa-
kistan by a World Bank arbitration court in 2019
as well as the other obligations. The agreement,
which took effect on December 16, was reached
just days after Pakistan's Supreme Court ruled
that the March 2022 out-of-court settlement be-
tween the Pakistani government and the foreign
corporations Barrick Gold and Antofagasta was
legitimate.

The project will be built out in two stages, with
a total annual processing capacity of 80 million
tons. The project is planned to begin production
between 2027 and 2028, with an estimated initial
capital cost of $7 billion. During peak construc-
tion, the project is planned to employ 7,500 people
and once in production, it will produce roughly
4,000 long-term jobs. =
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[srael, Netherlands, Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, [.Luxembourg,
New Zealand, Austria, Australia, Canada, Ireland, the United
States of America, Germany, Belgium, Czech Republic, United

Kingdom and Lithuania

akistan is lauded in the world as a resilient

nation despite facing years of terrorism, cli-

economic turmoil but when we see Paki-
stani society, we see unhappiness and despair. This
article discusses the factors that are causing unhappi-
ness in Pakistani society.

Finland has been ranked the happiest country
in the world for the sixth year in a row, while Af
ghanistan has been named the unhappiest in a recent
report. The World Happiness Report 2023 has been
published by the United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Solutions Network.

According to the report, Pakistan is at number
103 on the happiness index, climbing 18 spots as
compared to the previous list in which the South
Asian nation was ranked at 121.

Meanwhile, neighbouring India ranked lowest in
Asia as Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
ranked above the second most populated nation.
Top Happiest Nations in the world are Finland,
Denmark, Iceland, Israel, Netherlands, Sweden,
Norway, Switzerland, Luxembourg, New Zealand,
Austria, Awustralia, Canada, Ireland, the United
States of America, Germany, Belgium, Czech Re-
public, United Kingdom and Lithuania.

Some of the parameters used for assessment in-
clude the Gross Domestic Product (GDF) per capita
in terms of Purchasing Power Parity, generosity, peo-
ple’s perception of corruption and freedom, social
support, health and life expectancy at birth.

Report finds that stressful jobs, sheer competi-
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tion, family issues, health complications, inflation
and several other factors cost us our happiness.

In recent years, Pakistan underwent huge jolts
due to political upheaval, climate-induced disasters
and economic distress which all contributed to stress
and overall unhappiness in society. There are many
factors that can contribute to the overall happiness
or unhappiness of society, and it can be difficult to
pinpoint a single cause. In the case of Pakistan, some
possible reasons why its society may be unhappy in-
clude—

Economic challenges: Pakistan faces significant
economic challenges, including poverty, unemploy-
ment, and inequality. These factors have a negative
impact on people’s sense of well-being and happi-
significant political instability in recent years, includ-
ing coups, military rule, and a long-standing conflict
with India over the disputed territory of Kashmir.
This instability leads to feelings of uncertainty and
depression among the population. Social issues: Pa-
kistan also faces a range of social issues, including
gender inequality, religious extremism, and violence
against minorities. These factors can contribute to a
sense of social unrest and dissatisfaction.

Infrastructure and basic services: Pakistan also
faces challenges related to infrastructure and basic
services, including inadequate access to healthcare,
education, and clean water. These challenges nega-
tively impact people’s quality of life and overall hap-
piness.

Psychological stressors can also contribute to the

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Business News Magazine

overall unhappiness in Pakistani society. Some pos-
sible sources of psychological stressors in Pakistan
include:— Trauma and violence: Pakistan has expe-
rienced a significant amount of violence and con-
flict, including terrorist attacks, sectarian violence,
and political unrest. Exposure to traumatic events
leads to symptoms of post-traurmatic stress disorder
(PTSD) and other mental health issues, which can
impact a person’s overall well-being and happiness.

Climate-induced mental health stressors: Pa-
kistan has faced multiple climate-caused disasters
which have impacted the psychological well-being
of people.

The stigma around mental health: Mental health
issues are often stigmatized in Pakistani society,
which can make it difficult for people to seek help
when they need it. This can lead to a feeling of iso-
lation and hopelessness, which contribute to overall
unhappiness.

Limited access to mental healthcare: Pakistan
has a limited number of mental healthcare provid-
ers and resources, which makes it difficult for people
to access the care they need. This leads to untreated
mental health issues and a lack of support, which
can contribute to overall unhappiness.

Pressure to conform to societal expectations: Pa-
kistani society has strong cultural norms and expec-
tations around gender roles, family dynamics, and
religion. These expectations can create pressure on
individuals to conform, which leads to stress, anxi-
ety, and feelings of dissatisfaction.

Pakistan is a country rich in history, talent and
possibilities and given their use society is provided
with security, awareness and a chance to develop.

International Day of Happiness 2023: It is ob-
served on March 20 every year to recognize the im-
portance of happiness and well-being as global goals
and aspirations in the lives of human beings across
the world. Check this year's theme, history, signifi-
cance, and some key facts of the day.

International Day of Happiness 2023: It was cel-
ebrated for the first time in 2013. It is an annual event
recognized by the United Nations to promote the
idea that feeling happy is a universal human right.
According to scientists, the key to human wellness is
strong social ties and a sense of purpose in life. Some
believe that having a positive mindset is responsible
for as much as 90 percent of our feelings of well-be-
ing. It is also said that people who are happy tend
to live longer and have fewer health problems. Read
below in detail about the day.

Neighbouring India ranked
lowest in Asia as Pakistan,
Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri
L.anka ranked above the second
most populated nation

International Day of Happiness aims to spread
and make people understand that happiness is one
of the best gifts that you can give and is also an im-
portant goal of several organizations working for it.

International Day of Happiness also aims to pro-
mote the idea that happiness is a fundamental hu-
man goal. Actionforhappiness.org organizes the day
with support from other groups. This day gives a call
to other countries as well to approach public policies
in ways that improve the well-being of all people on
the earth. m
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akistan needs to restore fiscal sustain-
ability by increasing the tax-to-GDP ra-
tio through tax reforms, said a renowned
economist.

Dr Abdul Rashid, Director General of the In-
ternational Institute of Islamic Economics at the
International Islamic University Islamabad (IIUI),
told the media that Pakistan is facing a significant
fiscal deficit, and increasing the tax revenue has
proven to be a significant challenge for successive
governments. He noted that the country’s tax-to-
GDP ratio is one of the lowest in the world, indi-
cating a significant tax gap.

“If we talk about the general public, they are
already bearing a heavy burden of taxes, but on
aggregate, Pakistan's tax-to-GDP ratio hovered
around 10% during the last 20 years,” he men-
tioned.

Dr Abdul Rashid said this stagnation of the
tax-to-GDP ratio has widely been attributed to
inter-connected factors like weak enforcement of
taxes, and lack of government steps to build confi-
dence of taxpayers that the money would be spent
on their welfare and development.

“The government needs to assure taxpayers
that tax revenue will be used to eradicate poverty,
provide health and education facilities, build basic
infrastructure and increase the living standard of
people,” he observed.

He noted that in Pakistan, there is a dire need
to win the trust of people, including businessmen,
small traders, and all other stakeholders, to im-
prove the tax-to-GDP ratio.

“The government should offer incentives to
businesses to increase production and exports by
improving taxation policies. It needs to reduce the
tax burden on exporters by offering tax breaks, re-
bates, and exemptions, which will make Pakistani
exports more competitive in the international
market. This will not only boost exports but also
generate more revenue for the country, leading to
a better balance of payments situation,” he sug-

\ gested.

“To improve the revenue base, the government
must implement effective tax rates. The govern-
ment should introduce soft changes in the Fed-
eral Board of Revenue (FBR) laws and make the
process of filing tax returns easy and simple,” he
added.

Additionally, the economist pointed out that
the political turmoil, which is currently engulfing
the country, has hurt the country’s efforts to stabi-
lise its economy.

Dr Abdul Rashid said the federal budget tar-
gets for 2022-23 might not be achieved if political
uncertainty persisted.

“When there is growth in the economy, it is a
natural fact that tax collection increases due to an
increase in production and economic activities in
a variety of sectors such as manufacturing, agri-
culture, industry, services, and so on,” he said.

Dr Abdul Rashid noted that Pakistan was
again facing multiple challenges, including infla-
' tion, the balance of payments problem, currency
devaluation and energy crisis, and reserves are
also decreasing rapidly.
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Pakistan is facing a significant fiscal deficit, and increasing the tax
revenue has proven to be a significant challenge for successive
governments. He noted that the country’s tax-to-GDP ratio is one
of the lowest in the world, indicating a significant tax gap

As per PBS data, the food group, which com-
mands a significant weight i.e. 34.58% in the infla-
tion reading, remained the major driver behind the
increase. It increased from 170.06 in March 2022
to 250.25 in March 2023, a jump of over 47%.

“Going forward, inflation is expected to stay in
this range at least for the next two months,” told
Arsalan Siddiqui, Head of Research at Optimus
Research to media.

“It will recede from June onwards due to high
base effect,” added the analyst.

The market expert said

“If the government There i3 a dire need to win the that the significant spike in

succeeds in ensuring polit-
ical stability, it will boost
business and economic ac-|
tivities, enabling the FBR
to achieve its tax targets
for the ongoing financial
year,” he added.

trust of people, including
usinessmen, small traders, an

all other stakeholders, to
improve the tax-to-GDP ratio

food inflation was led by
an increase in wheat pric-
des “Moreover, the Rama-
dan factor also contributed
to hiking fruit prices,” said
Siddiqui.
“Meanwhile, the trans-

Meanwhile, the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI)-based inflation clocked
in at 35.4% on a year-on-year basis in March 2023
compared to an increase of 31.5% in the previous
month and 12.7% in March 2022. On a month-on-
month basis, it increased to 3.7%, showed data re-
leased by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

“This is the highest year-on-year inflation since
the available data i.e. July 1965,” said Arif Habib
Limited (AHL) in a note. “This takes 9MFY23
average inflation to 27.3% compared to 10.8% in
OMFY22,” it added.
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portation index was driven
by a significant hike in auto rates in March, along-
side the increase in the POL prices,” he said.

J5 Global Limited had earlier stated in a report
that CPI-based inflation for March 2023 is expect-
ed to clock in at 34.34% YoY, the highest since at
least 1963, with a month-on-month increase of
2.95%.

“In addition to higher food being the usual cul-
prit, higher gas prices amid long-due adjustment
in gas tariffs and higher cigarette prices over re-
cently applied higher FED (Federal Excise Duty)
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are among key drivers,” the report said back then.

Meanwhile, the Finance Division in its latest
Monthly Outlook report had predicted inflation to
remain high. It may even increase further due to
“market frictions caused by relative demand and
supply gap of essential items, exchange rate depre-
ciation and recent upward adjustment of adminis-
tered prices of petrol and diesel”.

Its monthly economic update and outlook for
March released on the first April said that due to
the lagged effect of floods, production losses espe-
cially of major agriculture crops have not yet been
fully recovered.

“Consequently, the shortage of essential items
has emerged and persisted. Inflation may further
jack up due to the second round effect”.

CPI inflation in urban areas increased to
33.0% on a year-on-year basis in March 2023 as
compared to an increase of 28.8% in the previous
month and 11.9% in March 2022.

On a month-on-month basis, it increased to
3.9% in March 2023 as compared to an increase
of 4.5% in the previous month and an increase of
0.7% in March 2022.

Meanwhile, CPI inflation in rural areas in-
creased to 38.9% on a year-on-year basis in March
2023 as compared to an increase of 35.6% in the
previous month and 13.9% in March 2022.

On a month-on-month basis, it increased to
3.5% in March 2023 as compared to an increase
of 4.0% in the previous month and an increase of
1.0% in March 2022. =
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n the Western world, the increased appeal for

Himalayan salt as a gourmet salt, has resulted

in a significant consumption of this commod-

ity. The growing understanding of the health
benefits of Himalayan salts in supporting adre-
nal and thyroid functions, as well as the presence
of more than 80 trace minerals important for me-
tabolism regulation, has resulted in substantial in-
crease in the demand for Himalayan salts all over
the world. The use of Himalayan salt, also known
as pink salt, in the manufacture of salt inhalers,
salt lamps, and décor crystals, among other things,
has boosted demand for Himalayan salts. The ris-
ing popularity of speleotherapy, or salt therapy, to
treat respiratory disorders such as asthma, cough,
and chest congestion, and improve lung function in
cystic fibrosis patients is expected to boost demand
for Himalayan salts.

Khewra salt mines in Pakistan produce Hima-
layan salt, which is a rock salt. Because trace min-
erals including magnesium, phosphorus, vanadium,
and potassium are present, it has a rose colour.

Himalayan salts are widely used in food prepara-
tion, flavouring, and preservation. The presence of
trace minerals in Himalayan pink rock salt has in-
creased its popularity among health food advocates
since it aids in electrolytic balance, hydration, and
the prevention of goitre and iodine shortage.

So Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCT) has noted that Pakistan can earn bil-
lions of dollars through the export of pink salt.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, President Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said that
Pakistan is the only producer of pink salt in the
world and the government should cooperate with
the private sector in value addition of this salt that
could enable the country to earn billions of dollars
through its exports around the world. He said this
while talking to a delegation of Miracle Salt of
USA, led by its President Nadeem Ahmed, which

visited ICCT .

.~ Ahsan Bakhtawari said that the global market

\ of pink salt is around US$ 12 billion, but Pakistan’s

annual export of this salt is just around US$ 70 mil-
lion, which is far less than the actual potential of the
country. He said that Pakistan is exporting 90 per-
cent of pink salt in raw form @ of US$ 60-80/ton
and many other countries are earning much higher
margins by value addition of Pakistan's raw pink
salt and exporting it to other markets. He stressed
that the government should fix the minimum export
price of pink salt and help the business community
in its value addition to boost its export.

Speaking on the occasion, Nadeem Ahmed,
President, Miracle Salt of USA, said that they are

To teach India a lesson,
economists and people are
demanding Pakistan should

stop exporting salt to India as
the salt we get from Khewra

mines is a prime requirement of
New Delhi

interested to invest in Pakistan's pink salt to produce
its value added products as this salt has great poten-
tial for exports in the global market. He said that the
government of Pakistan should announce a policy
of pink salt and regulate its trade and exports which
would attract more foreign investment to this coun-

Karim Aziz Malik, Muhammad Naseem, Mr
Martin and others were part of the delegation.

It is bad Iuck that Pakistan is yet not being count-
ed in the global salt trade, while the local rock salt
of Khwera is set to be registered with international
trade bodies.

On being registered Pakistan will prevent In-
dian traders from marketing Pakistani rock salt as
Himalayan Pink Salt. The Federal Cabinet recently
approved that Pakistan Minerals Development Cor-
poration (PMDC) will be the registrant agency for
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Pakistan needs policy
to earn billions from

pink salt export
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Pakistan is the only producer of pink salt in the world and the

government should cooperate with the private sector in the value
addition of this salt that could enable the country to earn billions
of dollars through its exports around the world

rock salt produced in the country. The PMDC has
finalised requirements for the registration of rock
salt with the Geographical Indications (GI) registry,
under the management and control of the Intellec-
tual Property Organisation of Pakistan (IPO-Pa-
kistan). After registration with IPO-Pakistan, the
country will file for registration at foreign markets.
Since there is no sale policy regarding rock salt,
most of the rock salt was exported in rock form to
the Middle East for exports. A Karachi-based salt

trader Ahmed Khan said there is a very high global
demand for rock salt, not only as table salt but even
as a healing agent by massage centres of Korea and
Thailand to other industrial usages.

“Most of the salt business was in the hands of
small traders and investment was needed for pack-
ing and other value addition, but without any policy,
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small traders cannot get bank loans and so on,” Mr
Khan said, adding salt bought by Indian traders in
UAE was re-exported in small and attractive packs
at a very high price to the European Union, United
States and even the Far East, with labels showing
that this salt was a product of the Indian Himalayas.

At the same time, international marketing by
Indian traders has had an impact too; rock salt of
Khewnra is sold at around Rs15 — 20 per kg in whole-
sale markets of Rawalpindi, the closest major mar-
ket from Khewra. A one-kilo pack, after grinding
is sold at around Rs25 in local markets, while the
branded Khewra salt in pink packaging is priced at
Rs70 per kg whereas some companies are selling the
same product in attractive salt containers valued at
around Rs 800-1,000 per kg.

Magical pink salt is extracted from Khewra Salt
Mines located north of PindDadan Khan, an ad-
ministrative sub-division of Jhelum, district Punjab.
Pakistan is exporting this salt in the form of raw ma-
terial to India at just a price of around Rs 7.5 per kg
while India is exporting the same pink salt under the
name of Himalayan Pink Salt to Europe, the USA
and many other countries where bag of 1 kg of this
salt is being sold at the price of $50 per kg.

Recently, India imposed taxes on all the products
imported from Pakistan except salt. Salt is the main
requirement in India and is more expensive there as
compared to Pakistan.

‘To teach India a lesson, economists and people
are demanding Pakistan should stop exporting salt
to India as the salt we get from Khewra mines is a
prime requirement of New Delhi. m
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Ufone 4G takes to WhatsApp for

wider-range facility of customers

i

\

.

With the launch of the high-powered WhatsAppchatbot, customers have the facility to choose
their preferred language menu in Urdu or English, making it effortless for them to access a wide
range of services around the clock

fone 4G is proud to unveil its WhatsAp-

pChatbot to enhance interaction with

millions of customers, powered by the

leading cloud communication plat-
form E.Ocean. Customers can now avail of vari-
ous telecom services instantly and enjoy a superior
digital experience by simply sending a message via
‘WhatsApp at number 03311333100.

‘With the launch of the high-powered WhatsAp-
pchatbot, customers have the facility to choose
their preferred language menu in Urdu or English,
making it effortless for them to access a wide range
of services around the clock. This service will fa-
cilitate the customers from managing postpaid bill
payments, requesting new Ufone SIMs, topping up
accounts via debit or credit card, renewing balanc-
es, subscribing to super cards, internet bundles &
VAS bundles, monitoring account status, accessing
customer support, getting tax certificates and sub-
scribing to roaming bundles.

Commenting on the launch, Syed AtifRaza,
Chief Marketing Officer, Ufone 4G, said: “Our
foremost priority is a convenience for our custom-
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ers; hence, we are constantly exploring new op-
portunities to adopt the latest technology that will
not only help digitalization of our process but also

Syed Atif Raza, Chiel Marketing
Officer Ufone 4G said our fore-
most priority is a convenience
for our customers; hence, we
are constantly exploring new
opportunities to adopt the
latest technology that will not
only help digitalization of our
process but also make lives of
our customers hassle-free

make lives of our customers hassle-free. The suc-
cessful launch of our WhatsApp service will pro-

vide seamless services to our customers and enable
them to get timely responses to their queries and
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complaints. Customers will have a more stream-
lined experience that will be engaging and conve-
nient. Ufone 4G prides itself on being a custom-
er-centric organization that places great emphasis
on meeting the ever-changing needs of its valued
customers.”

Syed Aamir Jafri, CEO, Focean said: “It is es-
sential for companies to accelerate digital trans-

formation to remain competitive and enhance cus-
tomer experience. By launching WhatsAppchatbot
services for its subscribers, Ufone is improving
the organization’s efficiency and setting the latest
trends in customer communication. It's an honour
to partner with Ufone 4G on this exciting initiative
and I'm confident that this will have a positive im-
pact on your business. Thank you for your contin-
ued partnership and trust in Eocean.”

Ufone 4G is focused on customer satisfaction,
cementing its position as a leading player in the
telecom industry. The unwavering efforts of Ufone
4G are central to its ethos, and the company will
continue to innovate and invest in technologies and
services that enhance customer experience. m
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Jazz takes another step to
maximise women’'s broadband

user base

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Aamir Ibrahim, Jazz CEQO, while highlighting the role of
women in uplifting a country socially and economically said: “Women empowerment is at the
heart of everything we do at Jazz so we are proud to extend this collaboration with GSMA. Over
the years, we have undertaken a number of initiatives, to bridge the digital gender equality gap
including our ongoing nationwide Rural Data Education Campaign to digitally empower rural
populations including men and women”

azz is committed to bridging the digital gen-
der divide by enhancing the female mobile
broadband-user base. Jazz, Pakistan’s leading
digital operator and a part of VEON Group
have signed a Letter of Intent (LODwith GSMA, a
global organization that unifies and represents the
mobile ecosystem, to extend its commitment to the
GSMA Connected Women Initiative to increase its
| female mobile broadband users and maximize the
. business capacity of female micro-entrepreneurs.
Funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
§ tion, the GSMA Connected Women Initiative’s pri-
| mary objective is to increase women’s empowerment
by facilitating their access to financial independence
by cultivating and supporting micro-entrepreneur-
ship avenues for them. Under this LOI, GSMA will
provide advisory support to Jazz to research how
female micro-entrepreneurs use smartphones for
their businesses; identify the barriers hindering their
growth; and devise new digital and business strat-
egies to address these issues in order to scale their
profitability. Jazz's collaboration with GSMA is
aimed at informing this research, increasing smart-
phone ownership and access to the internet among
female micro-entrepreneurs, and providing regular
updates and feedback on their initiatives. To in-
crease 4G penetration and smartphone ownership
under its ‘4G for All’ vision, Jazz was previously
recognized by GSMA for successfully rolling out the
Jazz Digit 4G smart features phones globally. The
digital operator also offers Shariah-compliant easy
installment payment plans on these 4G-enabled
handsets to encourage everyone to become part of
Speaking at the signing ceremony, Aamir Ibra-
him, Jazz CEQ, while highlighting the role of wom-
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in uplifting a country socially and economically
said, “Women empowerment is at the heart of ev-
erything we do at Jazz so we are proud to extend
this collaboration with GSMA. Over the years, we
have undertaken a number of initiatives, to bridge
the digital gender equality gap including our ongo-
ing nationwide Rural Data Education Campaign to
digitally empower rural populations including men
and women.”

ITIVE LEADERSHIP

Jazz has collaborated with the UNDP and UN
Women to conduct various countrywide digital and
financial literacy training programmes to instil tech-
nical and entrepreneurial skillsets in women, to en-
able them to enhance their lives and livelihoods.

In partnership with LUMS, Jazz also introduced
an executive leadership training programme for its
managerial position female employees, which is also
open on merit for senior female professionals out-
side the company.

Jazz's Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) verti-
cal is founded on a robust policy structure that ca-
ters to women's unique challenges in the workplace
and provides a gender-balanced work environment
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that offers comfortable professional space for wom-
en from all walks of life. The company has differ-
ent female-specific programmes which offer six
months of paid maternity leave, six-month flexible
return support for new mothers, and a programme
for women returning to corporate positions after a
career break. It also issues Pink Cards which offer
a 50% discount on women-related medical tests for
Jazz employees and their families. These initiatives
attest to the company’s mission to create a Digital

'The company has different
female-specific programmes
which offer six months of paid
maternity leave, six-month
flexible return support for new
mothers, and a program for
women returning to corporate
positions after a career break

Pakistan and are in line with this year’s Internation-
al Women's Day theme called DigitAlL: Innova-
tion and technology for gender equality, which high-
lights the urgent interventions necessary to cover the
gender disparity in the workplace in the fields of
technology, science, engineering, and mathematics.

The extension of the GSMA Connected Wom-
en Initiative delivers on 4 United Nations Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs) including SDG
5 — Gender Equality; 9 — Industry, Innovation and
Infrastructure; 10 — Reduced Inequalities, and 11 -
Sustainable Cities and Communities. m
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Hot selling vivo V25 5G and V25e:
Treasured by people of Pakistan

vivo V25

oG and V25e are not just popular among consumers, but Pakistan’s cricket team’s captain

and world-class batsman Babar Azam is also a fan of vivo’s V25 Series. He is also the brand
ambassador for vivo V25 Series in Pakistan and has been seen using these smartphones

lobal leading smartphone brand, vivo

has expressed gratitude for the out-

pouring of love received for its latest

V25 Series smartphones launched in

Pakistan. vivo is widely known for producing in-
novative and top-notch smartphones, and the lat-
est V25 5G and V25e are just the right examples
to complement this. The hot-selling vivo V25 5G
and V25e are becoming fan-favourite smartphones
in Pakistan’s market due to their Color Changing
Glass and 64MP OIS Ultra Sensing Rear Camera.
vivo believes in the idea of Benfen, which in
Chinese translates to emphasize doing the right
things and doing things right. Thus, vivo, as part
of its mission, is building technology for good
here in Pakistan. From Ultra HD OIS imaging ca-
pabilities to elegant aesthetics to seamless perfor-
mance and quick charging, vivo ensured that the
V25 Series ticks every desirable box for a smart-

phone user.
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Top technology enthusiasts like MasTech, Re-
views PK, Talha Reviews, Hamza Bhatti, ProPa-
kistani, Phone World and many more have spo-
ken highly about vivo V25 5G and V25e for their
features and design — making them all-rounder
smartphones. Let’s delve deeper into theseprod-
ucts’ core featuresand see why are they trending in
the market these days.

In terms of design, users find theV25 5G
and V25e two of themarket's most good-looking
smartphones. The magnificent and dynamic Col-
or-Changing Glass lets users enjoy a myriad of
looks in a single smartphone as the back of the
smartphone changes its colours when exposed to
sunlight.

. vivo V25 5G boasts the highest resolution-

J0MP AF HD Portrait Selfie Camera and the only
Auto Focus module in the industry. This allows
users to capture clear and beautiful selfies, wheth-
er shooting a close-up or from a distance, in light
or dark conditions. In addition to 64MP OIS Ultra
Sensing Rear Camera, vivo V25 5G and V25ecome
with Hybrid Image Stabilisation, Bokeh Flare Por-

The vivo V25 5G and V25e rose to prominence
in their early days solely due to their outstanding
performance. Both smartphones are packed with

highly efficient processors. The 6nm 3G processor
D900 of V25 5G and the 6nm processor G99of
V25e ensure a seamless end-user experience.

The massive 4500mAh battery allows users to
relax and use their smartphones for extended peri-

ods of time. The vivo V25 5G and V25ealso come
with a powerful 44W FlashCharge— enabling the
smartphones to charge quickly.

The vivo V25 5G and V25e rose
to prominence in their early
days solely due to their
outstanding performance. Both
smartphones are packed with
highly efficient processors. The
6nm 5G processor D900 of
V25 5G and the 6nm processor
G990f V25e ensure a seamless
end-user experience

Moreover, the vivo V25 3G also incorporates
Extended RAM 3.0 feature, which provides addi-

rience. As vivo V25 3G and V25e landed in Paki-
stan’s market, the reviews and feedbacks have been
overwhelmingly positive. Customers have reacted
positively about the smartphones and have praised
all features offered in the smartphones.

On asking, a customer from the fashion in-
dustry said “This Color Changing back of V25e
makes my smartphone compliment my persona. I
feel special when I carry this among my friends.
Thanks to vivo I have a smartphone that makes me
stand out and express myself better. I can clearly
say that this device has empowered me and I'm
living my best life because of this.”

A smartphone dealer from Lahore said “vivo
V25 Series offers feature-loaded smartphones.
These are two of the best smartphones currently
available in the Pakistani market. vivo V25 5G
and V25eembody all the latest and best-in-class
technology at reasonable price points. Both of
these phones are complete all-rounder and thus

44\W FlashCha 4500mAh

are loved by youngsters. It is great to see such an
overwhelming response from customers here in
the market.”

Another young customer from Karachi shared
his experience saying “vivo V25 3G is just the
phone I was looking for. I wanted to start my
YouTube channel and vlogging but didn't have
the resources to do that. But now, with vivo V25
JG, I don't need those massive camera setups. My
smartphone and vlogging skills are enough as this
device packs large storage and multiple high-qual-
ity features to attract desired engagement. This
smartphone has given me new wings to fly and
a new identity. I congratulate vivo for coming up
with such an innovative product.”

vivo V25 535G and V25e are not just popular
among consumers, but Pakistan's cricket team’s
captain and world-class batsman Babar Azam is
also a fan of vivo's V25 Series. He is also the brand
ambassador for vivo V25 Series in Pakistan and
has been seen using these smartphones.

The vivo V25 Series has performed exceedingly
well so far and is set to break records in the times

trait, Vlog Movie, Multi-Style Portrait Video, and
Natural Portrait among various other features
which make them an overall imaging master.
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tional RAM so that users may smoothly switch be-
tween various apps in the background and feel free
to use their favourite apps with a seamless expe-
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to come.Currently, V25 5G and V25e are available
across Pakistan. So what are you waiting for? Go
grab your favorite today! m
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Marathon exclusively for women

The marathon is being held to celebrate International Wo

successtully concluded
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men’s Day. Leading stars, dignitaries,

and young athletes took part in the marathon. After the marathon, an award ceremony was held

to honour the runners and the sponsors of the event

he women of Karachi actively participat-
ed in the 3rd Women's Power Run—a 5-ki-
lometer foot-race that is the largest and
the marathon exclusively for women. The
marathon has been organised for the third time in
Karachi by Born 2 Run Pakistan, the biggest run-
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ning club in the country, at HMR Water Front
DHA Phase VIII. CEO of the club Sohail Sardar
is well known as a staunch supporter of women's
rights and for promoting their healthy activity.
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Sohail Sardar said six years back there was no
concept of road running in Pakistan. Even if a few
of them ran, there were no women who could even
think of running on the roads. “I was running in
the park every day and one day came up with the

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

idea of gathering some people and started running
at Seaview. For the first few weeks, I was able to
convince some friends to run with me but everyone
disappeared. But I did not give up and ran alone to
accomplish my dream by making Pakistan run to
adopt this healthy activity,” he recalled.

He said, “once the group was formed and I was
confident, I decided to give all the women of Paki-
stan a platform where they could run on the roads
in a secure environment.”

And this year, the ‘3rd Women’s
Power Run’ created a culture
and more than 325 participants
ran to cover the distance of 5
kilometers. Every participant
of the marathon was given a
t-shirt, a [inisher medal and the
top finishers received cash
prizes and trophies

He said: “3 years back I announced a running
event for the women of Pakistan without any spon-
sor which was a big hit and the US embassy appre-
ciated this good initiative, also wrote a small article
which was published on their social media page.
This gave me a boost and I decided to take this to
the next level. I started giving more time to this
dream and have been giving free training almost
every day until now. Every day new females joined
the community and many of them also adopted
this running as a therapy for their regular stress,
workload, anxiety, depression etc.

In 2022 T announced the ‘2nd Women's Power
Run’ in which 180 female participants were regis-
tered for a Sk run. And this year, the ‘3rd Women's

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Power Run’ created a culture and more than 325
participants ran to cover the distance of 5 kilome-
ters. Every participant of the marathon was given
a t-shirt, a finisher medal and the top finishers re-
ceived cash prizes and trophies. In the end, I would
like to thank my B2RP team for their support.

This free-of-cost Women's Marathon has been
a huge success for the last 2 years and this year the
club is looking to have more females run in the
marathon. The marathon was held to celebrate the

thon. After the marathon, an award ceremony was
held to honour the runners and the sponsors of the
event. m
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MMBL. partners with Rahim & Sons and K&S
to provide affordable financing solutions for
renewable energy

Through this alliance, MMBI. strives to promote the accessibility and affordability of green energy for
its customers and contribute to the growth of the renewable energy sector by offering easy financing
solutions. This collaboration is a testament to MMBL/’s commitment to providing innovative financing
solutions to meet the evolving needs of its growing customer base.

obilink Microfinance Bank Limited
(MMBL) has entered a strategic part-
nership with Rahim & Sons Enter-
prises, a leading integrated engineer-
ing service provider as well as K&S Solar Energy,
a reputable alternative energy solutions provider.
Through this alliance, MMBL strives to promote
the acoessiblhty and affordability of green
o B !

MOU SIGNING CE

Miohiink Microfirarce Bank Led. (MSWBL) has sipned an agresment with Bahim & Sons Enterprises 1o provide
stfordable Bnancing sohutices and promate sustainable energy and growth in the renewable energy seclor;

for its customers and contribute to the growth of
the renewable energy sector by offering easy financ-
~ ing solutions. This collaboration is a testament to
MMBL’s commitment to providing innovative fi-
\ nancing solutions to meet the evolving needs of its
B growing customer base.

MMBL is part of the VEON group, a global dig-
ital operator that provides converged connectivity
and online services across seven countries. As part of
its digital operator strategy, VEON is transforming
people’s lives by creating opportunities for increased

digital inclusion and by driving economic growth
across countries that are home to more than 8% of
the world’s population.

By harnessing the robust nationwide presence
of Rahim & Sons and K&5S, MMBL will be able to
expand its reach and assist remote populations to ac-
cess affordable and adaptable payment plans. This

The new banknote features
unique technical characteristics
to keep pace with global
standards and technologies
with the aim of making the
dirham an international
currency used worldwide

will enable rural Micro, Small, and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMES) as well as small-scale farmers to eas-
ily install solar panels in their spaces, facilitating their
transition to clean energy and helping them manage
rising electricity bills and power outages. In addi-
tion, low-income farmers will be able to install tube
wells in remote locations where power supply is not
easily available, promoting agricultural growth in
these areas.

The partnership not only provides flexible pay-
ment plans to customers but also ensures accessi-
bility to solar energy benefits at an affordable cost,

which effectively champions the use of renewable
energy, thus promoting sustainable development.
As part of its unwavering commitment to promot-
ing sustainable development and staff support,
MMBL extends a special offer to its employees, en-
titling them to a 10% discount on the installation

Qumr-
MOl ATow Bank
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“This strategic partnership is in line with
MMBL’s unyielding promise to promote sustain-
able energy and empower small businesses by pro-
viding them with reliable & cost-effective financing
solutions,” said Ghazanfar Azzam, President and
CEO MMBL. “This collaboration serves as an ex-
cellent example of how businesses can prioritize
sustainability as a core value and work towards a
progressive future. We believe that this partnership
will inspire other businesses to follow suit and con-
tribute towards creating a more environmentally
conscious world,” he added. =

MMBL signs agreement with Careem to offer
subsidized travel services for its employees

Going forward, MMBL. employees and their families will receive a 15% discount on individual rides all
across Pakistan giving the flexibility to the Bank’s employees to book rides for any city, any time.

obilink Microfinance Bank Limit-

ed (MMBL) has entered into a new

partnership with Careem, Pakistan’s

largest ride-hailing service, to pro-
vide discounted and subsidized intra as well as
inter-city travel services for its employees. The ini-
tiative is designed to bring ease and convenience
for MMBL employees and their families, enabling
them to commute safely and affordably with Ca-
reem across Pakistan.

The agreement was signed by President and
CEO MMBL, Ghazanfar Azzam and General
Manager Careem, Muhammad Imran Saleem at
MMBL Headquarters in Islamabad, alongside
senior officials from both organizations including
Chief Operating Officer (COO) MMBL, Sardar
Mohammad Abubakr and Acting Chief People
Officer, Muhammad Haroon Khan. The purpose
of the signing is to bring relief to the bank staff, es-
pecially in light of the current economic downturn
that has triggered a significant surge in the costs
of fuel and car maintenance. Additionally, the lack
of reliable public transportation in major cities has
made commuting a major challenge for many, es-
pecially female employees who often face safety
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concerns, which are expected to be alleviated by
the new arrangement. Going forward, MMBL em-
ployees and their families will receive a 15% dis-
count on individual rides all across Pakistan giv-

ing the flexibility to the Bank’s employees to book
rides for any city, any time. Additionally, female
employees will have the option to avail pick-and-
drop services to and from work and wherever they
travel within the city. MMBL employees can also
benefit from subsidized inter-city travel, with the
packages including car, driver, fuel, maintenance,
toll tax, and in-car snacks.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

“Our latest agreement with Careem is focused
on the well-being of our people- our most valuable
asset,” said Ghazanfar Azzam, President and CEO
of MMBL. “As the MMBL family continues to
grow, so do our efforts for creating ease for them.
‘We realize that many of our employees face chal-
lenges while commuting and this initiative will pro-
vide them with a hassle-free, comfortable, and safe
mode of transportation, in addition to the already
offered fuel and transport allowance. We hope that
this partnership not only enhances the employee
experience at MMBL but also reinforces our com-
mitment to promoting greater empowerment for
all team members.”

Speaking at the partnership, Muhammad Im-
ran Saleem, General Manager Careem Pakistan
stated, “We are honoured to extend our corporate
services to MMBL. Careem for Business is an ex-
clusive solution designed to meet the changing mo-
bility needs of companies. Partnerships like these
will certainly help businesses improve the mobility
experience for their entire workforce by leveraging
our platform- all while providing the highest stan-
dards of comfort, reliability, versatility, and cost
savings.” =

| MARCH I5 - APRIL 15, 2023



G'FIVE

SMART PHONE

CROWN

o, PN P o
L\@/. DUAL SIM (57 CAMERA (&) 3000mAh (), ¥ POWERFUL

/ SUPPORTED /] DIGITAL l‘\- BATTERY SPEAKERS
e A " /’"“ "
/- "™ 1.8”BRIGHT /<% ) TORCH
{\@) EMEE&EIO KD/) DISPLAY \& / LIGHT

.
& £
&
. i
i <

] ’- =y
L:[c[lh L N usT rs. 2,643/




Business Mews Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

FLARE REPORT

INSIGHT |

PI'TB, Tech Valley sign MoU to
award 5,000 Scholarshlps

As per the Mol six-month training would be imparted in the fields of IT support project
management, advanced data analytics, I'T automation, UX design, advanced business
intelligence, data analysis, digital marketing and e-commerce and cyber security. The training
would be given free of charge to the beneficiaries of the scholarship

he Punjab Information Technology

Board (PITB) signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) with Tech Valley

to award 5,000 scholarships for the Goo-
gle Career Certificates programme. PITB Director
General (DG) e-Governance Sajid Latif and Tech
Valley CEO Umar Farooq signed the MoU on be-
half of their respective organizations.

PITB Chairman Faisal Yousaf, Google for Ed-
ucation Special Projects APAC Tim Paolini, PB
Tech Head of Education Stan Fosenbauer, Tech
Valley Pakistan CEO Umar Farooq, Chief Strate-
gy Officer Adnan Iftekhar, Senior Outreach & Co-
ordination Manager Madiha Mongol, PITB Joint
Director (JD) Ahmed Islam and other senior offi-
cials were also present on the occasion.

As per the MoU, six-month training would be
imparted in the fields of IT support, project man-
agement, advanced data analytics, I'T automation,
UX design, advanced business intelligence, data
analysis, digital marketing and e-commerce and
cyber security. The training would be free of charge
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to the beneficiaries of the scholarship.

In this regard, Faisal Yousaf said that the PITB
will shortlist and provide a list of eligible organisa-
tions in the Punjab province and assist Tech Valley
in reaching out to them.

“Moreover, PITB will promote scholarships for
eligible organisations in the province,” he added.
Tech Valley Pakistan CEO Umar Farooq stat-
ed: “We are thrilled to partner with Punjab IT
Board to offer these scholarships to learners who
are passionate about launching a career in high-
growth fields.” “At Tech Valley, we are commit-
ted to empowering individuals and communities
through digital education and skill development,
Tech Valley Pakistan CEO Umar
Farooq stated: “We are thrilled
to partner with Punjab IT Board
to offer these scholarships to
learners who are passionate
about launching a career in

high-growth fields

and this partnership is an excellent opportunity to
extend our commitment to Punjab,” he added. Tt is
pertinent to mention that the Google Career Cer-
tificates programme is a flexible, self-paced online
training programme that can prepare learners for
careers in various high-growth fields.

The programme includes specialised training,
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assessments, mentorship sessions, and hands-on
practical experience. Additionally, the programme
is taught and developed by Google employees with
decades of experience in these fields.

Meanwhile, scholarships for the Google Career
Certificates programme would be distributed on
a rolling basis. The priority for these scholarships
will be given to applicants in remote areas. Learn-
ers are encouraged to apply as soon as possible to
ensure they can take advantage of this valuable

The Punjab Information Technology Board
(PITB) is an autonomous body set up by the Gov-
ernment of Punjab, Pakistan. It provides the foun-
dation for Punjab’s innovation economy.

The Board aims to modernize governing tech-
niques through transparency-induced methods, as

well as to increase the digital literacy of citizens
while also providing many other services. PITB is
committed to effectively and efficiently provide IT
services and infrastructure to the government and
local businesses. m
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t is learnt that the representative of the Jap-
anese company has offered the ambassador
of Pakistan in Tokyo to the sale of Russian
oil and the Nigerian Liquified Natural Gas
(LNG) at much less rate than the international
market. The meeting was arranged by Pak-Japan
Business Council president RanaAbidHussian,
who is a leading Pakistani businessman in Japan.

The company’s representative informed the
Pakistani envoy about the details of oil and LNG
supplies. He said the company and its partner
company in Ireland have a license to sell Russian
oil and Nigerian LNG and that if the Pakistani
government is interested in buying oil and gas, the
Japanese company will be able to sell it at a price
lower than global rates. On the occasion, Am-
bassador Raza Bashir Tarar said Pakistan could
consider this offer while adhering to international
laws. “We will inform the relevant departments
with all the details of this offer and if there is a
response from Islamabad, the Japanese company
will be informed,” the Pakistani envoy was quoted
as having said.

Pakistani entrepreneur RanaAbidHussain was
of the view that Pakistan is currently facing a se-
rious economic crisis, so it should not have any
problem in purchasing cheap oil and gas keeping
in mind all the international laws.
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On March 21, a Russian technical delegation
held talks with Pakistan State Oil (PSO) officials
in Karachi to finalise a crude oil import deal at a
government-to-government level, it is learnt.

Successful talks reportedly led to the signing of
a commercial agreement on March 22.

PSO was nominated as the state-owned com-
pany on behalf of Pakistan for talks and signing of
the Russian crude oil import deal. The Operation-
al Services Center (PSC), which is a state-owned
company in Russia, was nominated for the talks
by Moscow. A few days back, State Minister for
Petroleum DrMusadik Malik had said Pakistan
would receive its first cargo of crude oil from Rus-
sia in April this year.

Japan’s leading trading
company has reportedly offered
to sell Russian oil and Nigerian
Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) to
Pakistan at 35 percent less than
the global market’s prices. The
Japanese company partners
with an Irish company for the
purpose.

In a television talk show, the State Minister
said the government had fulfilled ‘80 per cent to
85pc’ of negotiations with Russia.

He said the commercial deal was in the final
stages, and by the month of March, the entire
commercial deal would be negotiated.

“In April, we will give them the first shipping
order. The first cargo of crude oil from Russia will
arrive by the end of April.”
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Japanese company
offers oil, gas to
Pakistan at cheap rates

L

The company’srepresentative informed the Pakistani envoy about
the details of oil and LLNG supplies. He said the company and its
partner company in Ireland have a license to sell Russian oil and
Nigerian LNG and that if the Pakistani government is interested
in buying oil and gas, the Japanese company will be able to sell it

at a price lower than global rates

Malik said the country would receive one-third
of its crude oil imports from Russia at a conces-
sional rate “the impact of which will be translated

to the people.” Regarding the latest price hike, the
Minister said the government pays dollars for oil,
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and at the moment the country is short of it. “Oil
prices are dependent on ongoing international
prices and the currency parity,” he added.

The Minister shared that Pakistan imports $2
billion to $2.5 billion of energy commodities per
month. “If we give subsidy on it, the entire liquid-
ity of the country will be drained off,” Malik said.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Meanwhile, Turkmenistan and Japan dis-
cussed issues related to the development of com-
prehensive cooperation, Trend reports with refer-
ence to Turkmen media outlets. These issues were
discussed during the meeting of the State Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Japan Kenji Yamada with
the Ambassador of Turkmenistan to Tokyo Ata-
durdyBayramov.

During the meeting at the Japanese Foreign
Ministry, the sides discussed topical issues related
to the organization of joint events and meetings
that were scheduled for 2023 and also discussed
the development of bilateral cooperation between
the two states in political, diplomatic, trade, eco-
nomic, cultural and humanitarian areas.

At the same time, they stressed the progressive
nature of the development of cooperation between
Japan and Turkmenistan in various fields and also
noted the high potential for increasing partnership
cooperation both in the bilateral format and as
part of international organizations.

Meanwhile, the Turkmen delegation took part
in Central Asia - Japan Business Dialogue on Feb-
ruary 21, 2023, which took place in Tokyo, the
capital of Japan.

The event was organized by the Japanese RO-
TOBO Trade Association with the support of the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. m
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ATM frauds go on as steps fail
to curb them
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Many fraudulent methods are in practice in Pakistan to steal information and money from
i individuals. When people call on a given number they asked for sensitive personal information
- such as CNIC number, bank account details, ete

ave you got an SMS informing you

that your ATM has been blocked?

Does the message then instruct you to

call a certain cell phone to make sure
your ATM works properly?

Many people have received bulk SMSs from
different mobile numbers such as 03116923408,
i 03138774396: Dear Customer Your ATM card has

been blocked by State Bank due to non-verifica-
tion yet if you want to keep using your ATM card
us: call me.

The people rush to the banks to check their
ATM cards and here they find the cards are work-
ing pretty fine, and the bank manager tells the cus-
tomers these SMSs are fake.

Many fraudulent methods are in practice in
Pakistan to steal information and money from
individuals. When people call on a given number
, they ask for sensitive personal information such as
CNIC mumber, bank account details, etc. The first
thing you need to do on receiving such an SMS is
to call your bank to verify it. Bank customers are
also advised to take necessary steps to protect their
bank account information, including the details of
their payment cards.

Most of us are aware of these fraudulent prac-
tices. Bank customers are also advised to take the
necessary steps to protect their sensitive bank ac-
count information, including the details of their
payment cards, and never share their personal in-
formation with strangers.

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
has been actively working to restrict spam calls
and messages who spread misleading information
on financial prize schemes. Earlier this month, the
Lahore High Court hearing a petition filed by a
citizen, directed the PTA to stop unwanted pro-
motional calls and text messages. In a drive to curb
spam calls, the PTA has started asking the public
via SMS alerts to report “spamming/unsolicited
commuunication” by sending a detailed message on
9000.
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As you know, text messaging has emerged as a
safe haven for misleading calls on financial prize
schemes. Inexperienced mobile phone users are
often trapped by SMS mafias who ask for users’
personal details to deliver an expensive gift, car or
cash prize. There have been multiple cases, where
users were asked to transfer some amount in order
to get some bigger prize. Benazir Income Support
Program has also been abused by such spammers
for a long time. The PTA advised through an SMS
alert that users need to simply type the spammers’
cell number and ‘received text’ and send this mes-

Bank customers are also
advised to take necessary steps
to protect their sensitive bank
account information,
including the details of their
payment cards, and never share
their personal information with
strangers

sage to 9000. As the public notice states: “To re-
port spamming/unsolicited communication, type
spammers cell number space received message and
send it to short code 9000. You can also block the
number from your smartphone if the gadget has
this feature.”

It is quite notable here that those spammers
who will not stop doing so, may face legal con-
sequences according to the law. The PTA has re-
quested the public to cooperate and report any
such misleading items so that instant action can
be taken. Meanwhile, smartphone users can also
block such spammers by adding them to blacklist-
ed numbers.

ATM scams are taking place all over Pakistan,
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especially in the major cities of the country such
as Karachi and Islamabad. Recently, a number of
crimes related to scams have been detected. They
also included the illegal removal of balances from
bank accounts, the blocking of ATM cards and
more. The sources after the surfacing of such inci-
dents claim that there has been an increase in the
number of unauthorized access to accounts.

The FIA started looking into the matter of the
increased incidents of theft and fraud. Accord-
ing to a leading bank in Pakistan, its customers
are losing millions to these cyberattacks. Sources
claim that malls have also been targeted in Kara-
chi. Moreover, a close activity of the same crime
also occurred in Islamabad. Therefore, to ensure
no losses in future, banks are taking necessary
actions and have blocked ATM cards for security
reasons. Skimming devices are placed in the ATM
machines so that the data can be collected such
as the “pin code “of the cardholder. Customers
from Islamabad and Karachi say that their cards
are being illegally used while (they) are not even
retrieving money through them.

Financial inclusion in Pakistan is developing
with time and more people are benefiting from it.
However, at the same time, an increase in cyberat-
tacks and crimes is also being reported.

Secure Networks (Pvt.) Ltd has launched face
recognition for ATM machines. It's well equipped
with the technology to recognize the user’s face
during the transaction and alert them to be cau-
tious if someone is trying to peek over their shoul-
ders to obtain the PIN. Furthermore, it also refuses
to serve an individual who is wearing sunglasses
or a mask. This face recognition technology helps:

To ensure that person who uses the ATM is
the actual card owner

To identify Bank VIP customers

To verify the bank customer and determines
the blacklist customers

To prevent illegal usage of the ATM cards
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It is the right time to take stern action against the fraudulent QMobile management involv -
in tax evasion and money laundering in connivance with its associated companies anc,lffg'.ff‘..-i_.’f; -
caused billions of losses to the national exchequer. The bail of the accused involvq‘d. i %:he J' g
fraud committed by QMobile Phone Company should be cancelled immediately antl the . : ; \
cases be re-investigated to fathom how Naveed Rangeela Group and high-ups of the _ _
QMobile mobile phone company had devised this fraudulentmmechanism? The FBR DXQE;S?" |
by not pursuing cases against them in a court of law are damagingg#he government’s stand

obviously after their palms have been greased. QMaobjle robbed ‘Eheﬁationzﬂ;”e}chequer of

billions of rupees in terms of duties before its businesg sank butﬁrﬂy 6}pap
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irector General Intelligence and In-

vestigation FBR Pakistan registered

an FIR on November 5, 2017, in Ka-

rachi and Lahore, according to which
OMobile phone company, which primarily deals
in LED light bulbs across Pakistan, has been in-
volved in the illegal import of mobile phones.
Hence caused losses to the government in billions
of rupees.

The allegations made in the FIR are being pre-
cisely reproduced for readers to know how serious
the matter is wherein the mobile phone company
under the nomenclature of M/s Digicom Trading
(Private) Limited caused a dent of billions of ru-
pees to the national treasury. Various references
have been given in the FIR which is being pub-
lished as they are.

After the FIR
was  registered,
the Customs In-
| telligence  and
Investigation De-
partment in La-
hore and Karachi
raided  various
offices and ware-
houses of OMo-
bile phones and
seized millions
of phone sets.
For the consumption of readers, complete details
of the FIR registered by the Directorate of Intel-
ligence and Investigation in Karachi, are being
published here while the next issue will carry the
account of the cases registered against the compa-
ny in Multan and Lahore.

Government of Pakistan Director General of
Intelligence and Investigation-FBR Regional Of-
fice, 81-C, Block-6, PECHS, Karachi.

On 01.11.2017 GD bearing No. KAPW- HC-
73036 dated 31.10.2017 for clearance of LED
lights/bulbs declared through Green Channel
from MCC, Appraisal (West), Custom House, Ka-
rachi was made.

On 04.11.2017/05.11.2017 Bangau Plot No.
107/1 KhayabanRahat, Lane 10, Near Rahat
Park, DHA, Karachi, was traced out.

Fakhr Ali Shah, Appraising Officer, Director-
ate General of Intelligence and Investigation-FBR,

r 51 C. Block 6,

o
/ Shehbaz Sharif

Prime Minster of Pakistan
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PECHS Karachi.

Zeeshan
Akhtar (CNIC
No. 42301-
2668119-3),
SalluMian Mu-
hammad Parvez
Akhtar, Chair-
man & CEOMS
Digicom Trading
(Pvt.) Limited,
Suite No. 302-
303, 3rd Floor,
The Forum, Clifton, Karachi (NTN- 341243) (ab-
sconder). Residential Addresses: House No. 161,
Phase VI. Main Khayaban-e-Sahar, DHA Kara-
chi.

Zeeshan Yusuf (CNIC No. 42301-4181262-3)
S/0 Yusuf Director, M/s. Digicom Trading (Pvt)
Limited, Suite No. 302-303 3rd Floor, The Forum,
Clifton, Karachi (NTIN-3412455 (absconder).

Babar Sultan 5/0 Unknown, CFO, Digicom
Trading (Private Limited, Suite No. 302-303,
3rd Floor, The Forum, Clifton, Karachi (NTN-
3412455) (absconder), Muhammad Imad (CNIC
No. 42101-1678278-3) son of ShahidZubair, Man-
ager (Admin) M/s. Digicom Trading (Pvt) Ltd,
Suite No. 302-303, 3rd Floor, The Forum, Clifton,
Karachi (NTN) 3412455) (arrested)

Others/accomplices in the crime including
officers of customs authorities to be identified
during the investigation.

Muhammad Sadiq, Intelligence Officer, Direc-
torate General of Intelligence and Investigation-
FBR, $1- C, Block-6, PECHS Karachi.

Rashid Alam, Intelligence Officer, Directorate

Asim Ahmad
. M Chairman FBR

—_—
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General of Intelligence and Investigation-FBR,
81-C, Block-6, PECHS Karachi.

Muhammad Igbal (CINIC No. 42201-0366664-
3) §/0 Sardar Muhammad Ro C-77, Sadat Soci-
ety, Shah Faisal Colony, Karachi.

The details of mobile phones seized as QMo-
bile Model No. J1 quantity 10,120, QMobile Mod-
el No. J2 4,980, QMobile Model No. CS1 1940,
OMobileModel No. Energy X-2 10,140, OMobile
Model No. E4 40,780, OQMobile Model No. G-5
10,200. Total No. 78,160 with the value of seized
goods: Rs 662 million (approximately).

Leviable duty and taxes on QMobiles hand-
sets as Customs Duty @ Rs.250 per set amount
Rs 19,540,000/. Regulatory Duty Rs.250 per set
Rs 19,540,000/. Sales Tax @ Rs.1500 per set and
Rs.650 per set Rs 73,907,000/ Income Tax @ 6%
Rs 46,535,220/- Total taxes and dues Rs 159 mil-
lion.

Crime in nature: Smuggling mobile phones in
the guise of LED lights (bulbs) through false dec-
laration and financial fraud.

Sections of Violation: Violation of sections
2(s) 16, 32 (1) and (2), 32 (A), 79, 80 and 178 of
the Customs Act, 1969 read with section 3(1) of
the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, 1930,
read with Sections 3, 6, 33 and 34 of the Sales
Tax Act, 1990, punishable under clauses (8), (89),
(14), (14A) and (43) of section 156 (1) of the Cus-
toms Act, 1969, Section 3(3) of the Imports and
Exports (Control) Act, 1950, Section 148 of the
Income Tax Ordinance, 2001, and relevant provi-
sions of related laws.

Reliable sources say that a huge quantity of
smuggled mobile phone sets undercover the im-
ported LED lights (bulbs) etc. were secreted/
stored in a posh locality of DHA, Karachi for
transporting them to local markets. Sources fur-
ther revealed that it was M/s. Digicom Trad-

(QMobile has not only caused
colossal loss to the national
kitty, but dozens of dealers,

distributors and shopkeepers
working with this company

have also been deprived of their
crores of rupees

ing (Pvt) Limited, Karachi (NTIN-3412455), in-
volved in the smuggling of QOMobile sets in huge
quantities in the name of importing LED lights
(bulbs) etc., which were usually cleared in rou-
tine through the Green Channel of customs com-
puterized system. Sources also disclosed that on
01.11.2017 a consignment of 4x40 containers No.
CATU-8005886, CBHU-8458012 arrived. KKFU-
725557-3 and TCKU-9143410 to M/s Digicom
Trading (Pvt) Ltd. declared to contain imported
LED lights through Green Channel of Customs
Computerized System vide GD No. KAPW- HC-
73036 dated 31.17. Of which one container num-
ber KKFU-725557-3 was checked by MCC, Pre-
ventive, Custom House, Karachi, wherein 62,990
sets of various mobile phones and 331 pieces of
Amazon tablets were found. As per the informa-
tion, the goods were seized and FIR No. ASO
226/2017- HQ, dated 03.11.2017 was registered
by the said Collectorate. In terms of Ordinance,
2001, and relevant provisions of the AMIL Act
2010 the aspect of money laundering is also being
looked into on which a complaint will be filed af-
ter the investigation completes.

Sources say the smuggled goods were arranged
to be stored in the said premises on the instruc-
tions of the Manager (Adm) of the Company
Muhammad Imad. Accused Zeeshan Yusuf was
taken into custody and efforts were made to arrest
the absconding accused by issuing notices under
Section 171 against them.

In order to verify the veracity of the information
and trace the goods in the other three containers,
a team of Directorate officers was constituted to

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

F tacebeok comiFlrsagazionOfficial 'Mmer.ctmu‘llamma;mvﬂp-

locate the site where the allegedly smuggled goods
were hidden/stored. After hectic efforts, the team
located the suspect residential premises, Bungalow
No. 107/1, Lane No. 10, KhayabanRahat, Near
Rahat Park, DHA, Karachi. Inquiry revealed that
the residential premises were in possession of ac-
cused Zeeshan Yusuf, director of Digicom Trad-
ing Pvt Ltd as a tenant, hence there was strong
apprehension that till the search warrant was ob-
tained smuggled goods would be moved to anoth-
er location or removed. In view of this urgency,
the court was moved and after meeting the statuto-
1y requirement under Section 163 of the Customs
Act, 1969, a search of the premises was conducted
by the staff of the Directorate in the presence of
the Deputy Director, Intelligence and Investiga-
tion. Muhammad
Imad, Manager
Admin of M/s.
Digicom Trading
and Mohammad
Asif, caretaker
of the bungalow
appointed by ac-
cused Zeeshan
Yusuf, were
found present on
the premises. A
| huge amount of

OMobile of dif-
ferent models was found hidden in four rooms of
the bungalow during the search. In the presence
of Mashaikh, 3908 cartons were recovered which
contained 78160 imported mobile phone sets apart
from other handsets of different models in their
original packaging.

The following are the details of the prohibited
goods exported:

QMobile Model No. J1 10,120, OQMobile Mod-
el No. J2 4,980, QMobile Model No. CS1 1940,
OMobile Model No. Energy X-2 10,140, OMobile
Model E4 40780, QMobile Model Number G-5
10,200, total 78160.

A detailed inventory of the goods was prepared
on the spot which was signed by musheers and ac-
cused Muhammad Imad, Manager Admin M/s.
Digicom Trading Pty Ltd. Photographs/images of
the labels affixed on the cartons showing the IMEI
mumbers of the mobile phones were also taken for
record. During

the preliminary
inquiries  from
Manager  Mu-
hammad Imad
and  bungalow
caretaker  Mu-
hammad  Asif,
it was revealed
that the place

was occupied by
accused Zeeshan
Yusuf, director
" of M/s. Digicom
Trading Pvt Ltd. Muhammad Imad also categor-
ically admitted that he was instructed by Zeeshan
Yusuf to hide/store the referred goods in this bun-
galow a few days back since MCC (Preventive)
Staff had found and sealed a large number of mo-
bile phones in another container. The confession
of the accused established the fact that in order to
preempt the recovery/location and seizure of the
remaining smuggled goods they were transport-
ed and stored in Bungalow Plot No. 107/1, Kha-
yaban-iRahat, Lane 10, Near Rahat Park DHA,
Karachi in a residential area. The occupants of the
residence could not produce any evidence/docu-
ments for legal possession of the goods in ques-
tion. Accordingly, 3,908 cartons containing 78,160
sets of various models of QMobile phones, valued
at Rs 662,600 million and Rs 159,522 million in
duty and taxes, were found liable for seizure. After
completing the legal procedures under section 71
of the Customs Act, 1969 the seized items were
shifted to the office premises of the Directorate
General of Intelligence and Investigation EBR at
81-C. Block-6, PE.C.H.S. The said premises/bun-

Muhammad Naveed
Acting Chairman PTA
F 2
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galow was sealed and further investigation started
regarding the link between the owner of the bun-
galow and the proceeds of the smuggling.

During the preliminary investigation, arrest-
ed accused Muhammad Imad further stated that
after dumping the smuggled OMobile phones in
the said bungalow on 01.11.2017, he along with

absconding accused Zeeshan Akhtar, Zeeshan
Yusuf and two other employees Shah Rukh and
Bagar Naqvi left for Islamabad by PIA flight.
Then on 02.11.2017 at 3.10 am, they all left for
Dubai, UAE by Emirates flight. Accused Muham-
mad Imad returned to Karachi the same day on
02.11.2017 while absconders Zeeshan Akhtar,
Chairman/CEQ and ZeeshanYousuf, Director
(Sales) stayed in Dubai. Imad further stated that
accused Zeeshan Yusuf had disclosed in Dubai
that the Chief Finance Officer Babar Sultan of the
Company (named in this FIR) was also investigat-
ed by Customs Preventive, Karachi but was later
allowed to leave. Investigations were also stretched
to determine the role of customs officials/officers
in the entire matter.

As per the Directorate, accused Zeeshan Akhtar,
Chairman and CEO M/s. Digicom Trading Pvt
Ltd, Zeeshan Yusuf, Director, Babar Sultan, Chief
Finance Officer, Mohammad Imad, Manager (Ad-
min) in association with other accomplices commit-
ted the offence by smuggling 78,160 foreign mobile
phones under the guise of LED lights (bulbs) and
hiding/storing them at Bangla Flot No. 107/1, Kha-
yaban-e-Rahat. Lane 10, Near Rahat Park, DHA,
Karachi, individually and collectively hence com-
mitted an offence under the above said Sections of
law. The stand taken by the FBR, Directorate of
Intelligence and Investigation Karachi Office is pre-
cise as follows. The Directorate of Intelligence and
Investigation Karachi has issued a detailed response
on a contact, which is being made a part of this ar-
ticle.

“After the decision in the Sindh High Court, the
Directorate of Intelligence and Investigation Cus-
toms Karachi has filed an appeal in the Supreme
Court against the said company, which is awaiting
a hearing. QMobile Company imported OMobile
phones under the guise of LED lights. FBR. started
a case but to date, no progress has been made. FBR
officers are involved in accepting the bribe of crores
of rupees thus causing a heavy loss to the nation-
al exchequer. It has been reported that on getting
information regarding duty tax evasion on the im-
port of mobiles under the guise of LED lights, the
Directorate General of Intelligence and Investiga-
tion-Customs, Karachi, stopped a shipment through
GD No.KAPW- HC-73036 dated 31.10.2017. The
report was then sent to the court. The case was
decided in favour of the department directing the
importer to pay the evaded duty/tax amount of
Rs.159.612 million. 159.612 million was the penal-
ty. The importer had already paid Rs. 84.923 mil-
lion and a fine of Rs. 2 million paid as the evaded
duty tax but for the penalty, the importer filed an
appeal before the Appellate Tribunal which decid-
ed to amend the ONO and waived the penalty. The
Directorate filed an appeal in the Sindh High Court,
but the Court disposed of it by imposing a zero per-
cent penalty on the importer. The department has
now filed the CPLA in the Supreme Court. Apart
from this, an FIR. Case No. Appg-78/ DCI/ R&A/
2017 has also been filed in the Supreme Court by
the Directorate General of 1&1- Customs which is
currently pending before the Special Judge (Cus-
toms and Taxation). The Special Court 03.11.2021
released the accused including Zeeshan Yusuf and
others on bail. The accused have been appearing
in the court of the special judge for every hearing.
The court proceedings are at present at the evidence
stage. The last hearing was held on 25.07.2022.

On November 5, 2017, an FIR. was registered
against OMobile that the company was involved in
tax evasion, customs evasion and money launder-
ing business in Pakistan and is still in collaboration
with the officers of the Customs Department, FBR,
illegally making mobile phones. The company has
done millions of dollars in business in Pakistan and
the money earned has been transferred to the UK
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through money laundering. The CEO of the com-
pany, MianZeeshanParvez is still hiding in the UK
because he did not want to be arrested after the FIR
registered by Customs Intelligence in 2017."”

Sources say that despite that, MianZeeshan Per-
veg visited Pakistan several times and held meetings
with various dealers and distributors in Lahore, Is-
lamabad, and Karachi, but these meetings were kept
secret. On the other hand, his close sources also said
that Zeeshan Pervez was doing real estate business
in the UK with millions of dollars sent through
money laundering while he was manufacturing mo-
bile phones in Pakistan adopting a changed and in-
novative method also.

After 2017 when FBR registered three FIRs
against the Management of OMobile, MianZee-
shanParvez, Zeeshan Yusuf, NaveedRangeela and
others were also named therein. Of them, MianZee-
shanParvez went to Britain and MianZeeshanYou-
suf appeared in Karachi court after a long time. The
other accused including NaveedRangeela, Faisal
Zameer and one Babar still appear in the Lahore
Customs Court, but judicial sources say, Navee-
dRangeela did not appear before the court for the
last two years, nor his lawyer.
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Of three FIRs, one was registered in Karachi,
wherein the viewpoint of the FBR officials has been
published in detail, that the FBR stand that shows
the law has not been properly followed whereof the
national exchequer has faced a loss of crores of ru-
pees. So the Supreme Court has been moved to seek
action against the accused.

Reportedly, no progress has been made on the
FIR registered by the customs authorities in Lahore.
Sources say that NaveedRangeela is making inten-
sive efforts to get the case in his favour by paying
bribes of crores of rupees to the judicial staff and
FBR Lahore investigation officers. The judicial
sources say that it is the reason that the complete
challan or report of the case has not been submitted
by FBR so far or any officer appeared to speak on
the FBR stand. FBR sources said that national in-
terest has brazenly trampled in this case to promote
personal interest as the FBR officials have received
crores of rupees in bribes and now just want to bury
this case.

Sources urge the Chairman FBR, Director of
General Intelligence and Investigation and the law
enforcement agencies to take notice in this regard,
otherwise, there will be no progress in this customs
and tax evasion fraud of billions of rupees and the
national interest will continue to be crushed the
same way. Sources say NaveedRangeela, who ran
the OMobile Phone Company from 2017 umntil
2022, has now, created a new company to keep the
looting spree on in the name of mobile phones.

OMobile has not only caused colossal loss to
the national kitty, but dozens of dealers, distributors
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and shopkeepers working with this company have
also been deprived of their crores of rupees. “When
they reach NaveedRangeela, he asks the claimants,
the owner of the company MianZeeshanParvez,
has been residing in the UK for the last five years,
and he had been employed only. So you should
ask MianZeeshan for the return of your money,” is
what he tells them.

Sources say that NaveedRangela still offers peo-
ple a Double Shah-like money-making formula to
woo them to invest a heavy amount or share in the
mobile phone business. Sources say, the OMobile
phone company, which is now a dead horse in docu-
ments in Pakistan, has defranded Pakistani investors
of more than one billion rupees, while the govern-
ment has lost billions of rupees in terms of tax and
customs evasion. Taking advantage of the pending
cases before the court, the investigation is being used
to benefit the accused persons of the company while
the major beneficiaries of this, are the corrupt offi-
cers of the FBR deputed to pursue the cases.

NaveedRangeela has now set up a new mobile
phone company to run it on the pattern of Dou-
ble Shah. FBR sources say that Rangeela, having
caused a loss of billions of rupees to the government

/ |

NAVEED RANGEELA
luunt‘l Director Sales QMobile |8

exchequer in the name of OMobile, is now poised
to loot billions of the government and the people
through a new phone company. The head of OMo-
bile Phone Pakistan has been hiding in the UK for
many years and cases against him are pending in
Pakistani courts.

In OMobile Phone Company, there is no par-
allel example of malpractice and in the Marketing
Department that has become a hot issue. The com-
pany released an advertising budget of billions of
rupees to the media or other social media. Rangeela
gained popularity through personal advertisements
rather than the company. OMobile’s fame is not hid-
den from anyone but would never let his own fame
wane and considers himself the greatest ‘scientist’
and ‘engineer’ in Pakistan. Whenever the company
faced a problem situation, the name of the said per-
son appeared at the top.

The details of the wealth that Zeeshan Qureshi
made in the name of advertising of OMobile will
also be brought to the fore.

A company in Karachi which provided services
to OMobile in cricket and other places has the pay-
ment issue of more than 90 lakhs with the QOMo-
bile for the past several years, but Zeeshan Qureshi
left OMobile and became a Chaudhary in another
company. Now in the new company also, the brand
popularity is being reduced and the personal pop-
ularity and way of doing things are the same as
that of OMobile. However, when any company
asks for recovery of the dues, it gets the answer
that the owner has fled to the UK. That QMobile
has sunk so the money has also sunk. =
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nuri Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle Company South
Korea and PirMehr Ali
Shah-Arid  Agriculture
University  Rawalpindi
(PMAS-AAUR) to estab-
lish a training centre for
using drone technology in
precision agriculture and
related fields.

Terming it a mile-
stone for the country in
popularizing the drone
technology in agricul-
ture and related fields,
Vice Chancellor PMAS-
AAUR, Prof. DrQamar-
uz-Zaman said that this
centre would not only
provide trained manpow-
er for unmanned aerial ve-
hicles locally but also cre-
ate Job opportunities for
Pakistani youth around
the world.

He said that it was
a need of the hour to
strengthen  industry-ac-
ademia ties to promote
modern agricultural tech-
nology to resolve the is-
sues facing the farmers | |
today.

Precision agriculture &%
was key to increasing per-

ing poverty and ensuring &=

The VC said that jiauid
PMAS-AAUR had estab-
lished a smart IoT Farm
intending to promote dig-
ital and precision agricul-
ture in the country which
would enable Pakistan not
only to become self-suffi-
cient in agricultural pro-
duction but also realize
the dream of exporting
agricultural products.

Pest control, plant

Korean company for
using drone tech in
agriculture

R B Tl o, Y
‘Terming it a milestone for the country in popularizing the drone
technology in agriculture and related fields, Vice Chancellor
PMAS-AAUR, Prof. DrQQamar-uz-Zaman said that this centre
would not only provide trained manpower for unmanned aerial
vehicles locally but also create Job opportunities for Pakistani

youth around the world

agricultural industry.
Since Pakistan has a
lot of agricultural lands,
most of its population
naturally resides in rural
areas where they cultivate
and sell products like sug-
arcane, rice, flour, cotton,
and other crops that are
later on exported to the
global markets. Since ag-
riculture is a major part
of Pakistan’s economic
system, its development
will increase economic
advantages and agricul-
ture-based exports. Ag-
riculture is still by far the
| country’s largest provider
of labour and is crucial
for the stability of the
economy. The agricultur-
al industry in Pakistan is
under pressure to boost
output as well as adapt to
a shifting and diverse food
consumption tendency in
response to the country’s
population development

From an average annual
growth rate of over 4%

between 1970 and 2000

to a low of 3% afterwards,
'+ | the growth of agriculture
& | dropped. A shift to a more
§ water-efficient, higher-val-
¥ ue agriculture is discour-
# 4 aged by badly operating
agricultural markets that
involve substantial gov-
ernment involvement and
by a pattern of public ex-
penditure on agriculture
that is characterized by in-
effective and inadequately

At the national scale,
agriculture generates 21%
of GDP, uses 44% of the
labour force, and contrib-

health monitoring, live-
stock management, soil
analysis, and aerial survey are a few of the more
popular agricultural applications for UAVs. Plant
health monitoring is one of the best examples of
successful drone use in agriculture. A farmer’s crops
must be in good health if they are to produce the

* highest yields. Many different situations can harm

crop yield. Pathogens, fungi, and insects are some
of them that can damage crops. The productivity
of a plant is also impacted by improper levels of
nitrates and carbon in the soil. Even an otherwise
fertile field can produce subpar results if the water
levels are not adequate.

Farmers have historically kept an eye on all of
these conditions through visual observations and
soil testing. Visual inspections take a lot of time
and depend on the observer’s aptitude for spotting
potential issues. For large-scale farming operations,
this method is incredibly ineffective.

Even more, time may be needed for soil analy-
ses than for visual checks. Samples must be taken
by trained professionals, who frequently analyse
them in a laboratory. This process takes time, which
inevitably results in a lag in the data. As a result, the
farmer cannot access real-time information about
the crops on a given day.

On the other hand, Pakistan's economy is
semi-industrialized and has a successfully com-
bined agricultural industry. The country’s economy

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

was the 23rd biggest in the world in 2018, in terms
of total Gross Domestic Product. Around 22.67%
of Pakistan’s GDP was derived from agricultural
land in 2021, 18.8% from production, and more
than half of it originated in the services sector.
There are three primary economic sectors: Agricul-
ture, fishing, and mining. The industrial sector, also
referred to as the manufacturing sector, is the sec-
ondary sector. The third, known as the services sec-
tor is where services and immaterial products such
as telecoms, banking, financial services, and tourism

Pakistan’s economy is semi-in-
dustrialized and has a success-
fully combined agricultural
industry. The country’s

economy was the 23rd biggest
in the world in 2018

exist. Today, the majority of industrialized nations
have a strong services industry that contributes to
the bulk of their GDP. Similarly, in the case of Paki-
stan, the services industry generates more than half
of its yearly GDP. On the other hand, countries that
still require assistance and are in the early stages of

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

utes nearly 80% of Pa-
kistan's exports in both
direct and indirect ways. A comparable low and
extremely irregular development in agriculture has
also been observed in Punjab, where it accounts for
26% of the GDP and 40% of jobs. This is true even
though Punjab’s wide-ranging lands, which com-
prise approximately 27 million acres of irrigated
land, are rich in natural assets and have climate con-
ditions that are ideal for varied, fruitful agriculture.

However, the five main commodities—wheat,
rice, cotton, sugarcane, and maize—take up 90%
of the land area that is used for agriculture, leaving
only 10% for agriculture and other high-value crops.
Punjab holds 77.7% of the country’s watered land
and 72.6% of the land used for agriculture. The In-
dus Basin Water System is home to roughly 60% of
the region that is farmed. The region supplies sig-
nificant portions of the nation’s main products, in-
cluding rice (52%), sugarcane (63%), cotton (73%),
and maize (78%). Punjab agriculture has several
issues that are holding it back, but the major ones
are low cultivation productivity growth, which leads
to high unit production costs and a lack of compet-
itiveness, distorted agricultural practices with little
diversification to high-value crops, and sizable herds
of low-producing animals. Poor quality of service, a
weak agricultural market infrastructure, and a lack-
lustre uptake of new technologies are all factors lim-
iting agricultural development. m
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Prioritizing Customer Care: vivo's
unwavering dedication to excellence

vivo Pakistan achieves excellence through advanced smartphones, exceptional customer care
and innovative marketing initiatives

unwavering passion and a cus-

tomer-centric approach, vivo has

established itself as a leading tech-

nology brand in Pakistan within a

mere S-year span. Driven by a commitment to bring

cutting-edge innovations to local users, the company

continuously strives to enhance its offerings, from

elevating camera quality to introducing innovative
tech.uol.ogy and breaking new ground in design.

e W e

At the heart of it is the desire to make a difference
in users’ lives, contribute to a brighter future and
push the boundaries of what'’s possible in the smart-
phone industry with care and pride in every step.

In pursuit of excellence and market dominance,
vivo implements several key strategies to foster posi-
tive brand recognition and endear itself to its valued
customers. These measures include:

Embracing the Balance of Local and Global
Reach:

Adhering to the ‘More Local, More Global’ ap-
proach, vivo is a brand that values and embraces
local talent, culture, and consumer preferences. The
company has collaborated with famous local talent,
including Babar Azam, who recently served as a
brand ambassador and youth icon for the launch of
V25 5G and V253e, the latest smartphones from the
V Series.

Babar Azam is a renowned youth icon and cap-
tain of the Pakistan team. He played a crucial role in
representing the modern smartphone user while con-

tributing to the successful V25 Series launch through

Mr. ZohairChohan, Director Brand Strategy
at vivo Pakistan, said, “We have made a thrilling
impact in Pakistan, customizing our innovative ad-
vancements to cater to the unique needs of the lo-
cal market. We feel honoured to provide the latest
technologies to our valued customers, driven by our
unwavering commitment to the BENFEN philos-
ophy of doing what is right and enriching people’s

SERVICE DAY

lives. We are proud to serve the region with the lat-
est innovations and deeply grateful for the trust and
support shown by our local users. We will continue
to meet the dynamic demands of the region and re-

main steadfast in our efforts to enhance our offerings
and capabilities with a compassionate and caring ap-
proach at the forefront of our minds”

Enhancing Product Excellence — A Comumit-
ment to Flevated Quality:

Pakistan’s youth is making a bold statement with
self-expression, using images and videos to showcase
their unique personalities. vivo is proud to be part
of this creative movement with the latest V23 Series.

With the vivo V25 3G and V25e, users can cap-
ture their individuality with high-quality cameras and
fashion-forward designs. The Color-Changing Glass
technology and Fluorite AG Glass in the V25 Series
bring a visually stunning experience — making it the
pertfect fashion accessory for style-conscious users.
With care and pride, vivo is committed to empow-
ering people to express themselves with confidence.

Elevated Customer Service for an Uninterrupt-
ed User Experience:

As a brand that prioritizes customer care, Vivo
prioritizes delivering outstanding care. With 18 ser-
vice centers and 9200+ retail stores across the coun-
try, vivo ensures a smooth experience for customers
by quickly resolving smartphone issues.

“To further improve the customer experience, vivo
celebrates ‘Service Day’ each month with free af-
ter-sales services and offers. The brand’s knowledge-
able customer service team is also available for in-

quiries on WhatsApp, Facebook and email for quick
and efficient responses.

vivo Service Day: F.-nhancing user
experience across Pakistan

ith its global reputation for ex-
cellence and innovation, vivo is
pleased to offer ‘Service Day’ in
Pakistan, which takes place every
month from the third Monday through Wednes-
day. This initiative by vivo is dedicated to provid-
ing customers with an exceptional and hassle-free
experience.
vivo recognizes that customer expectations are
constantly changing, and it has responded by de-
veloping creative and considerate services to meet
their every demand. With the introduction of Ser-
vice Day, vivo aims to emphasize its dedication to
delivering exceptional products and services to its
valued customers — taking the customer experi-
ence to unparalleled levels of excellence.
vivo’s Service Day is an integral part of the
brand’s philosophy of putting the customer at the
center of everything it does. Launched in 2020,
this initiative has proved to be highly successful
in enhancing the after-sales experience for vivo
smartphone users.
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During the Service Day, customers can avail
themselves of complimentary services such as
smartphone cleaning and disinfection, system re-
covery and software upgrades, and maintenance

\\//

without incurring any labor costs, in addition to
protective film and covers. Through this initiative,
vivo aims to empower and support consumers in
Pakistan by providing easy access to cutting-edge
technologies and a hassle-free experience.

During Service Day, customers can take ad-

vantage of a range of complimentary services,

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

including phone cleaning and disinfection, system
recovery and software upgrades, maintenance,
and protective film and cowvers. This initiative is
designed to empower and assist Pakistani consum-
ers by offering hassle-free access to cutting-edge
technology.

Speaking with pride about the numerous op-
tions available, Kevin Jiang, Customer Services
Director at vivo Pakistan, said “As a brand com-
mitted to providing top-notch technology and cus-
tomer-centric services, vivo is delighted to offer its
much-appreciated Service Day in Pakistan. The
Service Day is dedicated to ensuring that custom-
ers have a smooth and satisfying after-sales expe-
rience. This initiative is now stronger than ever be-
fore, thanks to the immense love and support we
have received from local consumers. At vivo, we
believe that value-added services are an integral
part of our commitment to providing a superior
customer experience. Our ultimate goal is to fulfill
the needs of our customers, and the Service Day is
just one of the many ways we aim to achieve this.”

| MARCH 15 - APRIL 15, 2023




Business Mews Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

" Baboos costing the

treasury in billions

onl

on residence

Most of the residences have servants ranging in number
between 10 to 52. Around 19, 278 servants are at work at the
official residences in Punjab and are being paid around Rs 5.12

billion salaries and allowances

ore than 19,000 servants, lavish and

extravagant government residences,

spread over the land on 8975-kanal

whose total worth over 403 billion
rupees, and residential and camp offices and their
repair and renovations is costing the treasury hun-
dreds of millions of rupees after every two years.
The amount is paid from discretionary developmen-
tal funds to cater to the high-class residential facilities
of the bureaucrats and government officials only in
Punjab.

Luxurious abodes of higher government offi-
cials

According to imvestigations, a total of owver
8975-kanal of land having spacious bungalows and
mansion-like houses is worth more than Rs 403 bil-
lion. These official residences and bungalows have
been specifically constructed for providing the most
comfortable living to government officials.

As per the details garnered, the top government
officials are residing in luxurious residences each
spread over the land of 10 to 104 kanals. The repair
and renovation of these residences anmually cost ap-
proximately 10.5 billion. On average, a 5 to 25-kanal
official residence renovation and repair costs Rs five
to 15 lakh a year. In addition, another 2 to 5 lakh ru-
pees are usually spent on modification/transforma-
tion of different sorts after every two years which is
not included in the annual budget but used through
discretionary developmental funds or allocated
funds.

Most of the residences have servants ranging in
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mumber between 10 to 52. Around 19, 278 servants
are at work at the official residences in Punjab and
are being paid around Rs 5.12 billion in salaries and
allowances.

The government officials’
Lahore

Official residences on 5206 kanals of land have
been constructed for government officials in Lahore.
Some of the residences have a value of nearly a bil-
lion rupees. GOR1 spreads over 1600 kanals and
the estimated value of the government residents is
around Rs 168 billion. More than 1400 kanals have
the construction of official residences where the
higher officials of government are living a luxurious
life of the British era.

The speaker, deputy speaker, chief secretary IG
Punjab, commissioner, secretaries and all higher offi-
cials are given residences GOR. The repairs and res-
toration cost of these residences have been estimated
at Rs 550 million a year while Rs 822 million are
separately allocated as fixed charges on these lavish
residences for gas, electricity and water bills. The sal-
ary of every government official ranges between Rs
10 to 55 lakh a month.

GORZ2 is spread over the land of 1312 kanals
and has an estimated value of Rs 52 billion whereas
GOR3 is housed on 208 kanals of land and has an
estimated value of Rs 38 billion.

‘Who has been allotted how lavish residence?

Chief Secretary has been allotted a residence
spanning over 22 kanals, IG Punjab 25 kanals, Com-
missioner Lahore 20 kanals and other secretaries and

residences in
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higher officials have been allotted residences over 03,
10, 15, and 20 kanals. Provincial Ministers are giv-
en residences of 12 to 15 kanals. Former DG LDA,
DIG and other officials have given the residences
spread over 6 kanals. The speaker and deputy speak-
er are living in a residence of 10 kanals each. In total,
171 official residences are there in the specific area.

An army of servants in the official residences of
government higher officials

At the residence of the Chief Secretary, a total of
33 government servants are performing their duties.
At the residence of the Chief Secretary alone, a huge
sum of Rs 5.2 million monthly is paid to them. The
25-kanal residence of IG Punjab has 26 servants and
their salaries/allowances cost Rs 6 million approxi-
mately to the government kitty. In addition, 17 police
constables and a few drivers have also been appoint-
ed at the residence for security, transportation, etc.

Every provincial minister living in GOR1 is en-
joying the luxury of 10 to 13 government servants
which costs Rs 2.3 million monthly.

The official residence of commissioner Lahore
has 13 servants which costs Rs 3.7 million; the dep-
uty commissioner is given 35 to 40 servants whereas
servants serving the secretaries and other higher offi-
cials on average cost 2.2 to 4 million a month to the
government. The salary of government servants at
the residences of higher officials ranges between 20
to 45 thousand a month.

The expenses on camp offices

In their respectiv lavish residences, Chief Secre-
taries, IGs, Commissioners and deputy commission-
ers have set up their camp offices as well. The ex-
penses of these camp offices are usually either paid
by the relevant departments or by the department of
welfare.

The govt officials’ residences in other districts
of Punjab

Commissioner Sargodha has given a residence
of 104 kanals with 37 servants. SSP Sahiwal is re-
siding in a lavish house constructed over the land
of 98 kanals, deputy commissioner on 95 kanals,
deputy commissioner Faislabad on 92 kanals, dep-
uty commissioner Pakpattan on 64 kanals, DIG Gu-
jranwala on 70, DIG Multan on 18, DIG Sargodha
on 40, DIG Rawalpindi and Faisalabad on 20, 20
each, DIG Lahore 15, SSP Mianwali 70, SSpRajan-
Pur 37, SSP Sheikhupura and Bahawalnagar 32, 32
each, SSP Attock 29, SSp Gujranwala 25, SSpRa-
himyarKhan 22, SSpKasur and Vihari 20, 20 each,
and many SSP of other districts are given the posh
abode of 05 to 15 kanals.

How are these hefty expenses met?

According to an official of the Finance Depart-
ment, some shocking revelations were also made.
He claimed that the expenses of the government res-
idences are being made through three different ac-
counts to avoid the exposure of such hefty payments
made on official residences. He added that over the
last five years, five percent increase has come about
in these expenses. Sources said few of the allotments
were made against merit by the former Chief Minis-
ter of Punjab Shehbaz Sharif.

SOCIAL |

Every provincial minister living
in GORI is enjoying the luxury
of 10 to 13 government servants
which aggregately costs the
national exchequer Rs2.3
million monthly

According to Additional Secretary 1&C Sheikh
Muneeb further information is being gathered re-
garding the official residences and their expenses.
The final report has not been prepared as yet. Ac-
cording to the officials of the Finance departments,
a separate budget is usually allocated for the offi-
cial residences in addition to other expenses in this
regard. On the other hand, the state officer of the
welfare wing of the civil secretariat elaborated that
a fund of hundreds of millions is allocated to meet
expenses on the official residences and extra funds
are also released on demand. =
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Faletti’e Hotel Lahore

WOMEN'S DAY

International Women'’s Day Is
celebrated worldwide.
Faletti's Hotel Lahore also celebrated
March 8th to recognize women's social,
economic & cultural achievements.

Director Operations Faletti's Hotel

M ?FWB ﬂ:yirm
Distributed gifts to female employees
for the hard work

TS

Welcoming Mr Richard T. Phillips  §
Consular Officer U.S.
Consulate General Lahore

Faletti's Grand Naran
&
Faletti’s Grand Malam Jaba

Welcoming Mrs Bukhari
after performing UMRAH

L3 [ Ry - E e
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Sugary drinks
playing havoc on

N

youngsters’ health
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by F

Increasing the tax on sugary drinks which passes the price
to consumers is an evidence-based strategy to reduce their
consumption. Saudi Arabia and many other countries have

adopted this strategy to successfully reduce their consumption

and diseases caused by their consumption

he growing economic burden of diet-relat-

ed non-communicable diseases is haunting

the development of Pakistan. The religious

leaders of the country at various levels have
been urged to help raise awareness among the pub-
lic about the harmful effects of sugary drinks during
Ramadan and after that. An Ulema conference was
organized in this regard by Pakistan National Heart
Association (PANNAH) at a local hotel in Islamabad.
The conference was attended by a large number of
Ulema, civil society representatives, health profes-
sionals, and journalists.

Maj-Gen (R )MasudurRehmanKiani was the
chief guest of the occasion while among the emi-
nent participants also included MunawarHussain,
Consultant Food Policy Program at Global Health
Advocacy Incubator, Dr Khawaja Masuood Ahmed
from the Ministry of Health, DrTanveer Ibrahim
from the National Institute of Health, Tahir Sikan-
dar D.S.P. DrFayyaz Ahmad Ranjah, Executive vice
president PANAH Dr Abdul QayyumAwan, civil
society representatives, health professionals, and
journalists.

“Unhealthy diet is the top reason for diseases
and deaths in Pakistan. People are dying every min-
ute due to diabetes, heart disease, cancer, and other
chronic diseases. These precious lives could be saved
by adopting healthier choices in the diet” said Maj-
Gen (R) MasudurRehmanKiani President. He said:
“Ulema have great respect in Pakistani society and
people listen to them more than anyone else. Sugary
drinks are among the major contributors to these
diseases. Ulema shall help to raise awareness among
the public on the health harms of sugary drinks and
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other unhealthy food choices.”

MunawarHussain, Consultant Food Policy Pro-
gram at Global Health Advocacy Incubator while
referring to International Diabetes Federation’s
Atlas said: “Pakistan is ranked 3rd highest glob-
ally with 33 million people living with diabetes in
2021. If no policy action is taken immediately, the
number of people living with diabetes will increase
to 62 million by 2045,” and added, by reducing the
consumption of sugary drinks thousands of lives
could be saved every year along with saving hospital
expenditure. He said: “Increasing the tax on sugary
drinks which passes the price to consumers is an ev-
idence-based strategy to reduce their consumption.
Saudi Arabia and many other countries have adopt-
ed this strategy to successfully reduce its consump-
tion and diseases caused by their consumption”

“The tax increased during the supplementary fi-
nance bill was a great step by the government and
has been widely appreciated among health profes-
sionals and civil society,” said Dr Khawaja Ma-
suood Ahmed, National Coordinator of Nutrition
at the Ministry of National Health Services, Regu-
lations and Coordination. He urged the Ministry of
Finance to further increase this rate and also include
an entire range of sugary drinks in it like flavoured
milk and iced teas etc.

DrFiazRanjah said that Ulema plays an effective
role in shaping the opinion of the general public.
Their consistent efforts can mobilize public support
for this desirable policy change.

Sana UllahGhumman General Secretary of
PANAH said that they had been making efforts for
the last 40 years to save the health of our people
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from the menace of non-communicable diseases in
Pakistan. “PANAH is working with policymakers to
make unhealthy diets less affordable for the public.
Today we came to Ulema to seek their support on
this noble cause of public health”, he said.

In the latest research, hair loss is on the rise in re-
cent years, and consuming too many sugary drinks
may be linked to higher risk, suggests a study pub-
lished in the journal Nutrients.

Researchers from Tsinghua University in Beijing
looked at data from more than 1,000 Chinese men,
aged 18 to 45, from Jamuary to April 2022 to com-
pare self-reported lifestyle habits and hair loss.

They found that hair loss was almost 30% more
common among men who had a daily habit of
drinking up to one sugary beverage such as soda,
juice, energy drinks, sports drinks, and sweetened
coffee and tea (totalling between one to three litres
per week).

Men who reported having more than one sweet-
ened beverage per day (nearly a gallon per week or
more) were even more likely to have hair loss, 42%
higher risk compared to those who never drank sug-
ary beverages. The researchers also found that the
majority of study participants drank at least some
beverages containing sugar in their daily diet and
nearly half reported having sweetened drinks more
than once a day. But men who reported hair loss
tended to drink more, about 12 servings a week on
average, compared to seven per week for men who
didn’t report hair loss.

One limitation of the study is that beverage hab-
its aren't the only factors in hair loss, and factors like
the rest of the diet, overall health, and even stress
and mental health history could play a role. For in-
stance, men with hair loss also reported eating more
fried food and fewer vegetables, according to the
study. The researchers also found that a history of
illness or anxiety, or even PTSD, were linked to a
higher risk of hair loss.

So far, the link between sugary beverages and
hair loss is a correlation, not causation, and more
studies are needed to find out whether drinking
more directly raises the risk of balding.

But young people who drink a lot of sugar may
not be aware of the health risks, so future studies
could help people make better-informed decisions,
the researchers wrote.

Consuming too much sugar has health risks such
as high blood sugar:

Previous research suggests soda and other sweet-
ened drinks can wreak havoc on our health if con-
sumed in excess, and daily soda drinking has been
linked to illnesses like liver cancer.

One reason sugar can be a problem is that con-
suming lots of it raises your blood sugar levels, par-
ticularly when it's a fast-absorbing form like soda,
without other nutrients to slow digestion.

Over time, elevated blood sugar levels from too
much sugar in your diet can dull the body’s sensitiv-
ity to insulin, a hormone that regulates blood sugar.
If your body stops responding well to insulin, a con-
dition known as insulin resistance, it can cause other
health issues, including type 2 diabetes and metabol-
ic syndrome.

Researchers from Tsinghua
University in Beijing looked at
data from more than 1,000
Chinese men, aged 18 to 45,
from January to April 2022 to
compare self-reported lifestyle
habits and hair loss

Insulin resistance may also be linked to hair
loss, some evidence suggests.

‘While no single food or drink is likely to make or
break your health (or hair), nutritionists and diabe-
tes experts recommend consuming sugary treats in
moderation, and combining sweets (and other sim-
ple carbs) with protein and fibre to balance blood
sugar. =
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1 the absence of a personal data protection law,

international companies and potential inves-

tors are reluctant to come to Pakistan,” stated

Senator DrAfnanUllah Khan while briefing the
Senate Standing Committee on Information Tech-
nology and Telecommmunication. The Committee
meeting was presided over by NaseemaEhsan in the
absence of Senator Kauda Babar, the Chairman of
the Committee.

DrAfnan Khan, who introduced “The Data
Protection Act 2023" in the Senate on February 13,
2023, said that in the absence of data protection law;,
international companies are reluctant to come to Pa-
kistan as they want to host data in the United States.

Under the proposed legislation, the National
Data Protection Commission would be set up, said
Khan, adding that emergency measures have been
proposed in the legislation.

Senator ShahadatAwan said the Ministry of In-
formation Technology and Telecommunication has
also drafted legislation on the same lines as such it
is needful to review both bills and avoid duplication.
He objected that the bill proposed by Afnan Khan
lacked a preamble required for a bill.

He added that there is a need for input from the
IT Ministry to avoid anything new taking place.
However, Dr Khan said that he talked to the IT Min-
ister who fully supported the bill.

Senator Rubina Khalid said that only a bill is not
a solution unless it is implemented. We have a cy-
bercrime bill but have yet to implement it. It is still
a question how to punish the offenders under cyber
law. She said only blocking accounts is not enough.

The I'T Ministry said that Asia Internet Coalition
and Amazon have submitted their input on the data
protection bill which would be reviewed.

Senator SaniaNishtar objected that Amazon is a
commercial entity, and its input should not be incor-
porated. Legislation is a sensitive matter, she added.

Data is something that is all around us and is
created in almost every action we do in the digital

- world. We actively exchange data online, and data is

generated whenever we perform any activity. Book-

| ing a ticket online, ordering a meal from a food de-

livery app, or using public transit, all contribute to
exchanging data online. When data is of significant
value, there is ambiguity about it, and several compa-
nies are inclined to use this approach to data.

In today’s technologically advanced world, data
is the new currency. Data security and privacy are
currently receiving much-needed attention, as they
should be. Despite all of the information available,
the data’s potential is yet unknown. Given that busi-
nesses collect a large amount of sensitive user data
to provide services, it is reasonable to assume that
security must be the top priority.

Legal scholars all across the world are still trying
to figure out what these basic data concepts mean.
‘While other nations have enacted comprehensive
data privacy laws in response to the pressing need,
Pakistan lags behind them in the race to secure the
public’s data.

‘With the rise of user-generated data and the expo-

7' nential industrial worth of data, the need to defend

individuals’ data rights is becoming increasingly im-
portant for government authorities. Individuals’ data
is protected by data-protection legislation, which
governs the collection, use, transfer, and disclosure
of such data. They also provide individuals access
to their data and impose accountability standards on
companies that collect personal data, as well as give
remedies for unauthorized or harmful processing.

Customer information, personnel records, data
collecting, and transactions are all examples of vi-
tal information that must be safeguarded on your
website. Identity theft, phishing, and hacking are all
examples of fraudulent actions that may be prevent-
ed with data protection. Names, emails, addresses,
health information, phone numbers, and credit card
or bank details may be stored by your company.
Such data contains sensitive information that, if it
falls into the wrong hands, might jeopardize the se-
curity of all parties concerned.

In recent years, Pakistan has had several data
breaches, indicating the necessity for the nation to
Teassess its cyber security policy in the battle against
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Absence of privacy
law hampering
foreign investments

in Pakistan

Senator Rubina Khalid said that only a bill is not a solution
unless it is implemented. We have a cybercrime bill but have yet
to implement it. It is still a question how to punish the offenders
under cyber law. She said only blocking accounts is not enough

identity theft. Pakistan must prioritize the creation of
strong data protection and cybercrime laws as part of
a larger cyber security policy that prioritizes citizen
rights.

Cyberlaw advocates have long urged that data
protection regulations must always be included in
cyber security frameworks to avoid breaches and ex-
ploitation of individuals’ personal information. Na-
tional identity card programs like NADRA, which is

With the rise of user-generated
data and the exponential
industrial worth of data, the
need to defend individuals’ data
right a becoming increasingly
important

one of the world’s biggest centralized citizens’ data-
bases, show how such systems may have large-scale
and long-term privacy concerns.

In Pakistan, leaks of government-held databas-
es and corporate-held databases contimue to be the
leading cause of identity theft-related crimes.

Pakistan doesn't have any comprehensive leg-
islation that deals with the protection of data and
privacy. The Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act,
2016 (PECA) is currently the primary legislation
that provides a legal framework concerning various
kinds of electronic crimes and also extends to unau-
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thorized access to personal data.

The Constitution of Pakistan accords the right
to privacy as a fundamental right. Article 14(1) of
the Constitution confirms that “the dignity of man
and, subject to law, the privacy of home, shall be
inviolable.” Pakistan’s Courts have not been able to
lay down any scope for the right of one’s informa-
tion privacy (which involves the establishment of
rules governing the collection and handling of per-
sonal data such as credit information and medical
records). The Ministry of Information Technology
and Telecommunications (‘MOITT") has further
promulgated the Removal and Blocking of Un-
lawful Online Content (Procedure, Oversight and
Safeguard) Rules 2020 (‘Unlawful Online Content
Rules”), under Section 37 of PECA. Section 37
of PECA provides that the Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (‘"PTA") will have the power to
remove, block, or issue directions for the removal
or blocking of access to information through any
information system if it considers it necessary con-
cerning, inter alia, incitement of any offence under
the PECA.

In addition to the above, MOITT introduced
the Personal Data Protection Bill 2021 (‘the Bill’),
which is yet to be promulgated into law. The Bill,
once enacted, will be the main legislation regulat-
ing controllers and processors of personal data in
Pakistan and will apply to any person who process-
es, has control over, or authorizes the processing of
any personal data, provided that the data subject,
data controller, or data processor (either local or for-
eign) is located in Pakistan. =

| MARCH I5 - APRIL 15, 2023



SEE WHAT
COMES NEXT

Join us at NAB Show, THE GLOBAL EVENT for the broadcast, media and entertainment industry.
Preview powerful technology, best-in-breed products and innovative solutions for your every next.

And — it's our Centennial... an incredible, must-not-miss celebration! Exclusive international benefits
and private-access perks are all yours. REGISTER NOW with code MPO2.

- N;/)/BSH ow

Years of Innovation

Exhibits: April 16-19, 2023 | Education: April 15-19 | Las Vegas, NV

CREATE. CONNECT. CAPITALIZE. INTELLIGENT
All things pre-production  All things distribution All things reach CONTENT.
to post. and delivery. and ROL. All things data, Al

and automation.



Business Mews Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

Pakistan lags much
behind in ensuring
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However, de splte the progress made in recent decades towards
achieving greater eqquality still, along way has to go before we can
truly say that every person is afforded the same opportunities and

protections under the law

qual rights are fundamental to a just and
fair society, where every individual is treat-
ed with dignity and respect regardless of
gender, race, ethnicity, religion, sexual ori-
entation, or any other personal characteristic.

The concept of equal rights is enshrined in vari-
ous international human rights documents, such as
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which
recognizes the inherent dignity and equal and in-
alienable rights of all members of the human family.

However, despite the progress made in recent de-
cades towards achieving greater equality still, a long
way has to go before we can truly say that every per-
son is afforded the same opportunities and protec-
tions under the law Let's explore the importance of
equal rights and why it is critical for us to continue
striving towards a more just and equitable society.

Understanding the Importance of Equal Rights
for men and women:

It is one of the most significant areas where equal
rights mmst be upheld between men and women.
Historically, women have been subjected to discrimi-
nation, prejudice, and unequal treatment in different
areas of life, including education, employment, and
politics. This has resulted in gender inequality, which
is not only unfair but also hinders the growth and
development of society in general.

Equal rights between men and women are essen-
tial for building a just and equitable society. Gender
equality means that both men and women have equal
of life. It ensures that women are not discriminated
against, either directly or indirectly, and have access
to the same opportunities and resources as men. This
includes access to education, employment, and polit-
ical participation.

Education is a crucial aspect of gender equality.
It provides women with the skills, knowledge, and
confidence they need to achieve their full potential
and participate fully in social and national develop-
ment. When women are educated, they can take bet-
ter care of themselves and their families, contribute
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to the economy, and make well-considered decisions
about their lives.

Equal rights between and women in the
workplace are also essential. This includes equal pay
for equal work, non-discrimination in hiring and pro-
motion, and protection against sexual harassment
and other forms of gender-based violence. When
women have equal access to employment opportu-
nities, they can contribute to the economy, support
their families, and achieve financial independence.
Political participation is another area where equal
rights between men and women are critical. Women
must have equal representation in politics and deci-
sion-making to ensure that their voice is heard and
perspectives are considered. When women partici-
pate in politics, they can advocate for policies and
programmes that benefit them and their families.

Political participation is another
area where equal rights
between men and women are
critical. Women must have
equal representation in politics
and decision-making to ensure
their voice is heard and
perspectives are considered

It is surprising to know that Pakistan is not
among these countries where the ruler claimed
that they gave equal rights to women. The recent
report published in the World Report 2023, where
it mentioned that the violence against women and
girls—including rape, murder, acid attacks, domestic
violence, and forced and child marriage—remained
widespread. Human rights defenders estimate that
roughly 1,000 women are killed in so-called honour
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The UN Children’s Fund, UNICEF, estimates
that 18.9 million girls in Pakistan marry before the
age of 18, and 4.6 million before 15. Married girls
are often forced into dangerous pregnancies at a
young age and pregnancies that are too closely
spaced. Women from religious minority communi-
ties remain particularly vulnerable to forced mar-
riage. The government did little to stop child and
forced marriages. Among those millions severely
affected by floods were at least 650,000 pregnant
women and girls, 73,000 of whom were near their
due date. According to the United Nations Popula-
tion Fund (UNFPA), many of the affected women
lacked access to the healthcare facilities and support
they needed to deliver their children safely.

Even before the 2022 floods, Pakistani women
faced mumerous reproductive health challenges and
had one of the highest maternal mortality ratios in
South Asia. In January, Pakistan appointed Justice
Ayesha Malik, the first-ever female Supreme Court
judge. In January, Pakistan’s parliament passed a bill
strengthening protections for women in the work-
place against violence and harassment. The law
expanded the definition of the workplace to encom-
pass both formal and informal workplaces, bringing
it closer to the definition set out in the 2019 Inter-
national Labour Organization (ILO) Violence and
Harassment Convention (C190), which Pakistan has
not ratified.

Only 14 Countries Have Full
Equal Rights for Women

Index scores’ for equality guaranteed by law
in selected countries in 2023 {100=fully equal)
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More than 400 children were killed in the floods,
and many more were injured. UNICEF reported that
at least 3.4 million children needed urgent humani-
tarian assistance and were at increased risk of water-
borne diseases, drowning, and malnutrition. Most of
the approximately 16 million affected children were
without homes, lacked access to safe drinking water,
and had to live in unsanitary conditions. The situa-
tion was exacerbated by the fact that the 72 worst-hit
districts in Pakistan already had high levels of pov-
erty and impaired growth and development among
children. The floods also fully or partially destroyed
more than 18,000 schools. The hardest-hit province,
Sindh, had nearly 16,000 schools destroyed alone.
Amnother 5,500 schools were used to house families
displaced by the floods. Even before the floods, over
5 million primary school-age children in Pakistan
were out of school, most of the girls. Human Rights
‘Watch research found that girls miss school for rea-
sons including lack of schools, costs associated with
studying, child marriage, child labour, and gender
discrimination. School closures to protect against
the spread of Covid-19 affected almost 45 million
students; Pakistan's poor internet connectivity and
the difficulty many families face affording internet

Child sexual abuse remains common. The chil-
dren’s rights organization Sahil reported an average
of over 12 daily cases of child sexual abuse across
Pakistan for the first six months of 2022. The real
figures are likely to be significantly higher due to un-
derreporting. =
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The Guidelines draw upon issues raised in cases involving
false or misleading advertising and other deceptive marketing
practices that the CCP has resolved or adjudicated upon

since 2008. Therefore, they

contain general information

and illustrative examples based on jurisprudence developed
through the Commission’s decisions over the years, intended

to guide all stakeholders

n line with its commitment to safeguard-

ing consumers against anfi-competitive

behaviour and offering valuable insight to

stakeholders into Section 10 of the Compe-
tition Act, 2010, the Competition Commission of
Pakistan (CCP) has devised comprehensive guide-
lines about deceptive marketing practices, and
how to steer clear of them.

The Guidelines on Deceptive Marketing
Practices, which are being issued by CCP under
Sections 28 and 29 of the Act, aim to provide a
comprehensive explanation of the scope and ap-
plication of Section 10 of the Act. The Guidelines
draw upon issues raised in cases involving false
or misleading advertising and other deceptive
marketing practices that the CCP has resolved
or adjudicated upon since 2008. Therefore, they
contain general information and illustrative exam-
ples based on jurisprudence developed through the
Commission’s decisions over the years, intended
to guide all stakeholders.

In broad terms, the Guidelines cover key con-
cepts such as the principle of net general impres-
sion, material information, false and misleading
information, and implied and express claims,
among others. It also explains various forms of
Deceptive Marketing Practices prevalent in the
market and guides how businesses can ensure they
do not engage in such violations. The guidelines
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also touch upon the method of filing a complaint,
remedies available under the Competition law, and
the enforcement powers available to the Commis-
sion. The Guidelines have been made available on
the official website of CCP.

Stakeholders are advised to study the Act in
conjunction with these guidelines and to seek le-
gal advice where necessary. It may be noted that
the information contained in these Guidelines is
not exhaustive and does not limit the investigation
and enforcement powers of the Commission. The
Commission reserves the right to amend these
Guidelines from time to time.

In 2008, the Office of Fair Trade (OFT) was es-
tablished to encourage businesses to comply with
Section 10 of the Competition Law and improve
their trade practices through a compliance-orient-
ed approach while taking decisive action against
hardcore or flagrant offenders of the Act. The
OFT serves as a watchdog to create a business
environment in Pakistan based on healthy com-
petition and to protect consumers from deceptive
marketing practices. The OFT also aims to ensure
that consumers are provided with adequate infor-
mation to make informed choices.

It is CCP’s mandate, under the Competition
Act, to ensure free competition in all spheres of
commercial and economic activity, to enhance
economic efficiency, and to protect consumers
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from anti-competitive behaviour, including decep-
tive marketing practices.

In the USA, manufacturers have strict regu-
lations and oversight around how they market
their products. This marketing “must be truth-
ful, cannot be deceptive or unfair, and must be
evidence-based,” according to the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC). The FTC monitors how com-
panies are marketing their products and the claims
they make about their products.

For example, there have been many compa-
nies who make health claims about their products,
such as Airborne claiming to protect from colds
and POM Wonderful claiming their juice could
treat afflictions such as heart disease, prostate can-
cer and erectile dysfunction. In both cases, among
many more, the claims made in marketing were
struck down and had to be changed by the com-
panies. These claims were deemed to be deceptive
marketing.

The FTC considers marketing deceptive if it
misleads customers and affects customers’ deci-
sions regarding the product or service offered. The
FTC additionally aims to protect consumers from
unfair acts or practices, which are those that cause
substantial injuries with no reasonable outweigh-
ing benefit or prevention.

Sellers are allowed to make claims about their
products, but they must be backed up with data.
This is especially important for claims on health
and safety, as deceptive marketing can and has
caused the injury.

Stakeholders are advised to
study the Act in conjunction
with these guidelines and to
seek legal advice where
necessary

In cases where someone is held criminally re-
sponsible for deceptively marketing a product,
he or she may face a fine of up to $5,000 and six
months of imprisonment on a first conviction; any
further convictions double both the fine and jail
time. Additionally, the FTC may impose fines of
up to $43,280 per violation.

There are many types of deceptive marketing,
and it is important to know what to look out for.
Here are some most common forms of deceptive
marketing that are currently impacting consumers:

One of the most commonly-seen types of de-
ceptive marketing occurs when a seller makes
grandiose health claims about a product. However,
for a deceptive marketing claim to be successful, it
must be established that the seller was knowingly
misleading potential customers and made some ef-
fort to research the claims.

Another common deceptive marketing tactic is
the bait-and-switch, in which something is adver-
tised but upon the point of sale, the deal is very
different. A bait-and-switch can involve charging
much more than the advertised offer or attempt-
ing to sell an inferior product in place of the ad-
vertised one. Many promotions include terms and
conditions to advertise fairly and avoid being ac-
cused of attempting a bait-and-switch.

Sellers may also market their products as
“Made in the USA.” For this to be true, accord-
ing to the FTC, there should be “evidence that the
product is all or virtually all made in the United
States.” While parts of the product may come
from foreign sources, they must be substantially
transformed or assembled in the United States to
be able to accurately market themselves as “Made
in the USA.”

Deceptive marketing usually involves claims
that are “too good to be true.” If a product seems
to be a cure-all or has grandiose claims attached,
there is a good chance that this is deceptive mar-
keting. Promotions of extremely cheap offers are
also a red flag for either a scam to steal informa-
tion or a way to trick customers into paying money
for an inferior product. =
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Johnson & Johnson has stopped selling versions of Johnson’s Baby
Powder that contain talcin the US and Canada, but whynot stopped
in other countries is due to precautionary measures the mothers of
the children avoid using talcum powder of this company

t is surprising to know that more than 60,000
people have lawsuits against American multi-
national company Johnson & Johnson (J&J)
for talc-based baby powder causing cancer.
Johnson & Johnson has stopped selling versions of
Johnson's Baby Powder that contain talc in the US
and Canada but why not stopped in other countries
is due to precautionary measures the mothers of the
children avoid using talcum powder of this compa-
ny. The company ended sales of the powder as it

* faced thousands of lawsuits over the alleged health

hazards.

Johnson & Johnson has proposed paying at least
$8.9 billion to thousands of people who sued the
company alleging that their use of J&JI's talc-con-
taining powders caused cancer, in what would be
one of the biggest product-liability settlements ever.

The company also said its LTL Management
LLC unit, which J&J had established to deal with
the litigation, has refiled for bankruptcy protection
to seek approval of the plan to make the payments
over 23 years.

If a bankruptcy court and a large majority of
plaintiffs approve the moves, J&J could resolve
thousands of lawsuits that have shadowed the
company for the last several years, damaging the
company’s reputation and impeding recent efforts
to hive off its unit selling baby powder and other
consumer products.

‘Without a court-approved settlement, J&J could
have faced defending itself against myriad lawsuits
across the US, a process that could have taken years.

J&J, which didn’t admit wrongdoing, said its
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proposal has the support of the vast majority of
claimants, more than 60,000 people. Bankruptcy
law requires that 75% of voting claimants must vote
in favour of the plan.

“The company contimues to believe that these
claims are specious and lack scientific merit,” said
Erik Haas, J&J's worldwide vice president of liti-
gation. He said resolving the litigation, however,
would compensate claimants while allowing the
company to focus on its core mission.

A group of plaintiffs’ law firms, who say they
represent nearly 70,000 people with filed or pend-
ing claims against the company, said they support-
ed J&J's proposed settlement.

“This settlement is a testament to the tens of
thousands of women who have battled both cancer
and the court system to achieve justice for them-
selves,” said Alicia O'Neill of the plaintiffs’ law
firm Watts Guerra LLC. “These strong women
have ensured that no other woman will be exposed
to this unnecessary danger. They deserve compen-
sation and closure.”

It would rank among the largest mass tort-litiga-
tion settlements, including a $206 billion agreement
with tobacco companies over the health effects of
smoking and an estimated $50 billion deal reached
with major healthcare companies accused of fuel-
ing the opioid epidemic.

In 2020, Bayer agreed to pay nearly $11 billion
to resolve lawsuits that alleged Roundup herbicide
causes cancer. Those cases are ongoing.

J&J’s proposal concerns long-running litigation
over one of the company’s most famous products,
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Johnson's Baby Powder.

Many of the lawsuits against J&J were filed by
women who say they developed ovarian cancer af-
ter using either Johnson's Baby Powder or a former
J&J product, Shower to Shower, for years. Some
lawsuits have alleged that the powders contained
asbestos, which contributed to rare cancer called
mesothelioma. J&J has said its talc products don't
contain asbestos.

The New Brunswick, N.J., company has stopped
selling versions of Johnson's Baby Powder that con-
tain talc in the US and Canada and plans to end
global sales this year. Instead, it is selling a corn-
starch-based version of Johnson's Baby Powder.

J&J had won a majority of trials over the talc
allegations, but some juries have hit the company
with significant damages.

In 2021, J&J paid a jury award of $2.1 billion
from a 2018 finding that talc powder caused ovarian
cancer in 22 women. J&J made the payment after
the US Supreme Court declined to hear its appeal
of that verdict.

The company’s proposed settlement follows
the dismissal of a prior bankruptcy case filed by its
LTL subsidiary, created by J&J in 2021 as a vehicle
to shift pending talc-related claims to bankruptcy
court and stop further jury trials.

In Jamuary, a federal appeals court ruled that
LTL didn't qualify for the protections of bankrupt-
cy because of its financial backing from its parent
J&J. Last month, the court rejected J&J’s request
for a rehearing before the entire appellate court,
and the company said it would seek a US Supreme
Court review.

J&1J said in a security filing the new bankrupt-
cy plan would resolve all current and future claims
arising from cosmetic talc litigation against the
company and its affiliates in North America.

The company said the $8.9 billion is the present
value of the total payout, and that the nominal val-
ue would be about $12 billion over 25 years.

J&J will record a first-quarter charge of $6.9 bil-
lion, after previously booking $2 billion when LTL
filed for bankruptcy protection in 2021.

J&IJ, the biggest health-products maker by mar-
ket capitalization, has been trying to resolve the talc
litigation as it remakes itself. Later this year, it plans
to separate its consumer-health unit, which sells
Johnson's Baby Powder and Tylenol, into a stand-
alone company to be called Kenvue.

That divestiture will leave the remaining J&J
with two main units: pharmaceuticals and medical
devices. In 1998, tobacco companies agreed to pay
US states up to about $206 billion over 25 years to
settle lawsuits seeking to recover the health costs
connected to smoking,

J&]J agreed in 2021 to pay $5 billion to US states
and local governments to settle allegations that its

If a bankruptey court and a
large majority of plaintiffs
approve the moves, J&J could
resolve thousands of lawsuits
that have shadowed the
company for the last several
years, damaging the company’s
reputation and impeding recent
efforts to hive off its unit selling
baby powder and other
consumer products

marketing of opioids fueled the opioid addiction
epidemic. It was J&J’s share of a $26 billion settle-
ment that also included payments by three major
pharmaceutical wholesale distributors.

In 2007, drugmaker Merck & Co. agreed to pay
$4.85 billion to settle most of the thousands of law-
suits alleging that its painkiller Vioxx caused heart
attacks and strokes. =
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“What's more grati-
fying is that through the
cooperation of scientists
from both sides, we dis-

a distant parent to cross

=i IRIOUIVATION 10 use hybrid s
seeds to overcome
wheat Shortage

production has been de-
clining, which might lead
to food shortages in near
future, said DrSikandar
Khan, Principal Scientif-
ic Officer at the Nation-
al Agricultural Research
Council (NARC).

“The primary rea-
son for the decline in
wheat production is the
low yield per hectare re-
sulting from the use of ™
outdated farming tech- |
niques and the traditional | -7
varieties. The t:radmon—

use for many years, and
their genetic potential for §;
yield has been exhausted.
Therefore, there is a need L
to introduce new and [{N
high-yielding varieties to
meet the increasing de-
mand for food,” he said.
“Hybrid wheat is the
solution to this problem.
It's a cross between two
different wvarieties that
have desirable traits. This ¢
process results in a hybrid

that has a higher yield po-

parents

Comparedtothetra—h e é# E
the hybrids can yield up
to 30% more grain per
hectare, making them an
attractive option for farm-
ers in Pakistan,” he add-
ed.

said: “In Pakistan, the
adoption of hybrid wheat
has been slow due to vari-
ous reasons, including the
lack of awareness and re-
sistance from the farmers.
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The primary reason for the decline in wheat production is
the low yield per hectare resulting from the use of outdated
farming techniques and the traditional varieties. The

DiSikandar  Khan raditional varieties have been in use for many years, and their ., yigh temperatures, a
genetic potential for yield has been exhausted. Therefore,

there is a need to introduce new and high-yielding varieties to
meet the increasing demand for food
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with Chinese wheat, the
varieties produced are
more dominant.

In addition, hybrid-
ization of spring wheat
in the southern wheat
region and winter wheat
in the northern wheat
region can also produce
dominant hybrids.”

A report on the The
World Food Day high-
\| lighted the need for
4| global efforts to ensure
food security in various
countries of the world.”
| Last year, Prime Minister
. Shehbaz Sharif tweeted,
| expressing his concerns
|| over the impending food
| shortage in the wake of
floods. In 2022, devastat-
ing floods in Pakistan de-
| stroyed standing crops on
millions of hectares.

Undoubtedly, wheat,
a staple food, has also
' been hit hard. About 80
. percent of farmers in
W Pakistan are engaged in
f/ wheat production, and
| the total area of wheat
cultivation occupies as
. much as 40 percent of the
total agricultural land in
Pakistan.

The importance of
wheat production in Pa-
kistan cannot be overstat-
ed.

In addition to natural
disasters such as floods

series of challenges such
as high seed and fertiliz-
er prices also make Paki-
stan’s “wheat revolution”

increasingly urgent. Over
the years, a group of Chi-

However, the government
has realized the potential
of hybrid wheat and is taking steps to promote its
adoption.

According to the Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics, during 2021-22, the area on which wheat was

+ sown decreased to 8,976 thousand hectares (2.1

percent) compared with 9,168 thousand hectares
last year. Wheat production declined to 26.394
million tonnes (3.9 percent) compared to the pro-
duction of 27.464 million tonnes last year.

The average yield per hectare in Pakistan is 2.9
tons, which is significantly lower than the average
yield in other wheat-producing countries. Howev-
er, the average yield per hectare of hybrid wheat is
much higher than the traditional wheat varieties.
Hence, the adoption of hybrid wheat can increase
production in Pakistan and meet the increasing
demand for food.

Apart from the higher yield potential, hy-
brid wheat has other benefits as well. It is resis-
tant to diseases and pests, which reduces the use
of pesticides and herbicides. Moreover, it is also
drought-resistant, which is beneficial for areas that
face water scarcity.

The NARC scientific officer suggested that
the government, agricultural experts, and farmers
should work together to promote the adoption of
hybrid wheat and modern farming techniques.
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The government should provide subsidies
and incentives to the farmers to switch to hybrid
wheat, and the experts should educate the farm-
ers about the benefits of hybrid wheat and provide
them with the necessary training.

The farmers should be willing to adopt new
technologies and farming techniques to increase
the yield and contribute to the food security of
Pakistan.

Recently, the Chinese team's hybrid wheat
demonstration fields in Pakistan have been main-
tained at about 3,000-5,000 hectares.

The average vield per hectare
in Pakistan is 2.9 tons, which is
significantly lower than the
average vield in other
wheat-producing countries

“From Peshawar and Islamabad in the north,
Lahore in the centre to Karachi in the south, our
hybrid wheat has performed well in all the major
producing regions”, said Prof Zhao Changping,
Chief Scientist of Hybrid Wheat Research Insti-
tute, Beijing Academy of Agriculture and Forest-
1y Sciences in an interview with China Economic
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nese wheat experts has
been working diligently
and quietly here.

“Hybrid wheat is considered to be the first
choice to solve the food crisis in the international
agricultural science community,”

“When it comes to China-Pakistan hybrid
wheat cooperation, the selection and breeding of
hybrid wheat varieties suitable for the local en-
vironment requires the cooperation of both par-
ties. Therefore, we have established test stations
in Peshawar, Lahore, and Yuanmou in Yunnan
Province, which is very similar to Pakistan's local
climate,” Prof Zhao said.

It is learned that so far, the Chinese team’s hy-
brid wheat demonstration fields in Pakistan have
been maintained at about 3,000-5,000 hectares.

“From Peshawar and Islamabad in the north,
Lahore in the centre to Karachi in the south, our
hybrid wheat has performed well in all the major
producing regions”, emphasized Zhao.

“What's more gratifying is that through the
cooperation of scientists from both sides, we dis-
covered that using the Pakistani wheat varieties as
a distant parent to cross with Chinese wheat, the
varieties produced are more dominant. In addition,
hybridization of spring wheat in the southern wheat
region and winter wheat in the northern wheat re-
gion can also produce dominant hybrids.” =

| MARCH I5 - APRIL 15, 2023



INSIGHT | FLARE REPORT L]

Free download: flare.pk

Business News Msgazine

Saudi govt plans $38billion
investment in video game industry

Savvy’s current objective is to strengthen its resources and influence in the fields of game
development and publishing. One of its operating companies is Savvy Games Studios, a
studio that has around 45 employees. Established approximately a year ago, it aims to create a
mobile game as its initial project, followed by a console game

he Saudi Arabian government is reportedly
investing $38 billion in the country’s capa-
bility to become the next centre for the vid-
eo game industry.

The Saudi Arabian government is reportedly
planning to invest $38 billion into the country’s gam-
ing sector, betting on the potential for the country to
become the next hub for the video game industry.

As reported by Bloomberg, Savvy Gaming
Group, a subsidiary of the Public Investment Fund,
intends to collaborate with the companies they have
invested in by jointly publishing, operating their es-
ports business, or creating new IPs.

Earlier, the Saudi government, via the Public In-
vestment Fund, a sovereign wealth fund chaired by
crown prince Mohammed bin Salman, raised its stake
in Nintendo to 8.26%, which marks an increase from
the previously acquired 6% and makes. Along with
this, it possesses shares in Embracer Group, EA, and
Take-Two. Additionally, Savvy stated that it plans to
shift its focus from esports ventures and concentrate
on establishing itself as a publisher and developer.

“We are now more of an esports company than
a games company. What we're doing this year is fo-
cusing more on game publishing and development,”
Savvy CEO Brian Ward told Bloomberg. “The en-
gagement in esportsis still off the hook. It’s fantastic.
It’s just that the monetization doesn’t match the en-
gagement.” Savvy's current objective is to strengthen
its resources and influence in the fields of game devel-
opment and publishing. One of its operating compa-
nies is Savvy Games Studios, a studio that has around
45 employees. Established approximately a year ago,
it aims to create a mobile game as its initial project,
followed by a console game.

The state-owned company is also reportedly con-
sidering the purchase of a publisher, with a budget of
$13 billion allocated for the acquisition, as stated by
Bloomberg. Don't forget to join our 80 Level Talent
platform and our Telegram channel, and follow us on
Instagram and Twitter, where we share breakdowns,
the latest news, awesome artwork, and more.

On the other hand, a games and esports company
is aiming to help establish Saudi Arabia as one of the
top three gaming countries in the world.

Brian Ward, the chief executive officer of Savvy
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Games Group, said his firm’s strategy was designed to
contribute toward gross domestic product and create
more jobs in the Kingdom. He told Arab News: “The
gaming and esports sector will unlock the economic
contribution of more than SR50 billion ($13.32 bil-
lion) to the Kingdom’s economic prosperity by 2030.
“We are investing in our citizens and gamers to create
over 39,000 jobs in development, publishing, infra-
structure, and other professions by 2030,” he said. In
September, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
unveiled the Savvy Games Group’s strategy, which
will see an investment of SR142 billion across four
programs. SR50 billion will be used toward the acqui-
sition and development of a leading game publisher;
SR70 billion will be spent on minority stakes in key
companies that support Savvy’s game development
agenda; SR20 billion will be pumped into mature
industry partners capable of adding expertise to Sav-
vy's portfolio; and the remaining SR2 billion will go
toward industry disruptors that will grow early-stage

The Saudi Arabian government
is reportedly planning to invest
$38 billion into the country’s
gaming sector, betting on the
potential for the country to
become the next hub for the
video game industry

games and esports companies. Ward noted that one
of Savvy's visions was to establish Saudi Arabia as
a “world-class entertainment destination for citizens,
residents, and visitors.” Wholly owned by the Public
Investment Fund, one of the key factors of the com-
pany’s strategy is to drive growth by investing in the
capital. In turn, this is expected to create more oppor-
tunities for participation and strengthening partnes-
ships in the games industry, as well as improve user

“{Savvy Games Group’s) contribution to the de-
velopment of the gaming and esports sector aims to
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cultivate elite gaming athletes, in addition to estab-
lishing global recognition for the Kingdom as one of
the top three countries in esports pro gaming,” Ward
added. Savvy's strategy comes in three phases. The
first aims to drive growth by investing in games and
esports through deploying significant capital over
long-term horizons.

Stage two will involve creating opportunities
through growth and progression across the games
commmnity, while the third phase will be based on
partnerships in the gaming community and improv-
ing user experiences across products and services.

‘Ward pointed out that one of the missions of
Savvy was to foster the gaming community in the
Kingdom through multiple stages such as the “devel-
opment of high-tech infrastructure, including venues
for KSA gamers to socialize and compete on both
local and global scales.” He said: “This will help
murture and upskill new and existing game creators
into high-profile AAA publishers that are global-
ly recognized, as well as provide support by way of
advisory and investment or acquisition.” By 2030,
‘Ward envisions Savvy playing a contributing role in
the Kingdom's growing economy along with being
a major player in the global gaming community. He
noted that the national gaming and esports strategy
was a comprehensive investment to develop the entire
gaming and esports value chain. “The strategy will
foster new career and business opportunities and will
make Saudi Arabia a global hub of gaming and es-
ports by 2030,” he added. The Ministry of Commmu-
nications and Information Technology (MCIT) and
DigiPen, the world-leading game design academy,
recently collaborated to launch the Game Changers
program, which was designed to provide “unique
career pathways for entrepreneurs in the Saudi game
industry” and increase the mumber of independent
game company start-ups. “When examining gaming
and esports in Saudi Arabia, we see interest in the in-
dustry growing among the government and less tradi-
tional business players alike,” added PovilasJoniskis,
partner, BCG Riyadh. “By focusing on areas for im-
provement and approving the necessary investments
across specific segments, the kingdom's economy,
reputation, jobs market, and talent pool all stand to
reap the rewards. “ m
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UAL issues polymer-
made Dh1,000
currency notes

The LAE the Arabworld’ssecond-largesteconomy, is estimated
' to have grown by 7.6 per cent last year, the highest growth rate
in Il years, after expanding by 3.9 per cent in 2021, according to

the UAE Central Bank

he new notes, made of eco-friendly poly-
mer, available at banks and exchange
houses from April 10, the UAE Central
Bank.

Made of eco-friendly polymer material, the new
banknote was first unveiled In December in celebra-
tion of the Emirates’ 51st National Day.

It bears images along with cultural and develop-
ment symbols that reflect the global achievements
of the UAE, which boosted its position among
developed countries in a record time, the Central
Bank said in a statement.

The design “embodies the forward-looking vi-
sion and ambitions that has become a reality for the
UAE as a leader in space exploration”.

“The issuance of this new banknote ... is
aligned with the leadership’s declaration of 2023 as
the year of sustainability, and embodies the features
of the new phase that the UAE has begun in its de-
velopmental journey and ambitious future,” Khaled
Mohamed Balama, Governor of the UAE Central
Bank, said.

“The new banknote features unique technical
characteristics to keep pace with global standards
and technologies with the aim of making the dir-
ham an international currency used worldwide.”

The front depicts the image of UAE Founding
Father, the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahy-
an, next to a model of a space shuttle, in line with
the UAE'’s space ambitions.

“This ambition was ... embodied in the new
banknote by placing an image of the ‘Emirates Mis-
sion to Explore Mars - the Hope Probe’ at the top
of the space shuttle, and the image of an astronaut
added as a security mark that appears on the front
side of the banknote, to express the arrival of the
first Emirati astronaut to the space,” the Central
Bank said.
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The back of the note features an image of the
Barakah Nuclear Energy Plant in Abu Dhabi,
which will play a key role in diversifying energy
sources in the country and reducing carbon emis-
sions.

The Central Bank has also added prominent
symbols in Braille to help blind and visually im-
paired consumers to identify the banknote’s value.

The new banknotes will be in circulation along-
side the current Dh1,000 note, whose value is guar-
anteed by UAE law:

The UAF's trade is set to surge further this
year following strong growth in 2022, Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid, Prime Minister and Ruler of
Dubai.

The UAE accounted for 2.4 percent of the
world’s exports of goods last year, according to the
World Trade Organisation’s Global Trade Outlook
and Statistics report.

The value of its exports reached $599 billion last
year, marking anmual growth of 41 percent.

The UAE was ranked 11th in the world among
the top commodity-exporting countries, the report
found.

“What comes next in 2023 is better, bigger and
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greater,” Sheikh Mohammed said on Twitter, high-
lighting the WTO data.

“We are an economic country ... and our na-
tional priorities are economic ... and our relations
with countries will remain based on developing the
economy,” he said.

The UAE, the Arab world’s second-largest econ-
omy, is estimated to have grown by 7.6 percent last
year, the highest growth rate in 11 years, after ex-
panding by 3.9 per cent in 2021, according to the
UAE Central Bank.

The banking regulator expects the country’s
economy to grow by 4.3 per cent next year and
has maintained its growth forecast of 3.9 per cent
growth for the current year.

The UAE’s non-oil foreign trade rose 17 per cent
annually to hit a record Dh2.23 trillion ($607.1 bil-
lion) last year as the Emirates put in place measures
to diversify its economy and boost its economic
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The country is working towards signing 26
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agree-
ments, Abdulla bin Touq, Minister of Economy,
said last month.

It aims to eliminate unnecessary trade barriers,
increase market access and set up investment and
trade ventures with its partners.

The country has already signed Cepa deals with
India, Israel, Indonesia and Turkey, and is close to

Last month, it started talks with Costa Rica
and also recently concluded negotiations for a new
trade deal with Georgia.

It also announced the start of Cepa negotiations
with Vietnam on Thursday.

According to the WTO, the UAE’s transactions
of goods and services amounted to $1.27 trillion in
2022, with a surplus of $233 billion.

Globally, the volume of world merchandise
trade is expected to grow by 1.7 per cent this year,
following 2.7 per cent growth in 2022, the organi-
sation said. “Trade continues to be a force for re-
silience in the global economy, but it will remain

'The new banknote features
unique technical characteristics
to keep pace with global
standards and technologies
with the aim of making the
dirham an international
currency used worldwide

under pressure from external factors in 2023,” said
WTO director general NgoziOkonjo-Iweala.

“This makes it even more important for gov-
ernments to avoid trade fragmentation and refrain
from introducing obstacles to trade. Investing in
multilateral cooperation on trade ... would bolster
economic growth and people’s living standards over
the long term.” Small businesses in the UAE with
revenue of Dh3 million ($816,880) or less can ben-
efit from a new corporate tax relief programme, the
UAE'’s Ministry of Finance said.

The ministerial decision on Small Business Re-
lief is issued in accordance with Article 21 of the
corporate tax law, “which treats the taxable person
as not having derived any taxable income in a given
tax period where the revenue did not exceed a cer-
tain threshold”, the ministry said in a statement. =
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hina will have built over 2.9 million 5G
base stations by the end of 2023, Minister
of Industry and Information Technology
Jin Zhuanglong said.

The country plans to add around 600,000 such
stations this year and expand the coverage of 5G
services in rural areas and industrial parks, Jin told
journalists on the sidelines of the event “two ses-
sions.”

China now has over 2.34 million 5G base sta-
tions, and the number of 3G cell phone users has
surpassed 575 million, according to Jin, noting that
3G technologies are widely applied in the econo-
my, most prominently in the sectors such as mining,
power supply, and the making of large jetliners.

Jin said efforts will be made to promote the in-
dustrial application of 3G, especially in manufac-
turing, with plans to build more than 10,000 5G
factories during the 14th Five-Year Plan period
(2021-2025).

Research and development of 6G will also be
accelerated, drawing on the advantages of China’s
super-large market and full-fledged industrial sys-
tem, said Jin.

The “two sessions” refer to the annual meetings
of the National People’s Congress and the National
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference.

Meanwhile, new figures from GSMA Intelli-
gence show 3G connections are expected to double
over the next two years, expedited by technological
innovations and new 3G network deployments in
more than 30 countries in 2023 alone. Of the new
networks to be deployed in 2023, it is expected that
15 will be 5G Standalone networks.

The forecasts from GSMA Intelligence, an-
nounced during MWC Barcelona 2023, point to a
significant period of growth in terms of mobile sub-
scribers and enterprise adoption. Consumer con-
nections surpassed one billion at the end of 2022
and will increase to around 1.5 billion this year —
before reaching two billion by the end of 2025. This
momentum confirms 3G as the fastest generational
roll-out when compared to 3G and 4G.

As of January 2023, there were 229 commercial
3G networks globally and over 700 5G smartphone
models available to users.

Growth will also come from key markets with-
in APAC and LATAM, such as Brazil and India,
which have recently launched 5G networks. India
will be especially significant, with the expansion of
services from Airtel and Jio in 2023 expected to be
pivotal to the region’s ongoing adoption. GSMA
Intelligence predicts there will be four 5G networks
in India by the end of 2025, accounting for 145 mil-
lion additional users.

Many of the new 3G markets scheduled to
launch networks in 2023 are in developing regions
across Africa — including Ethiopia and Ghana —
and Asia. Today, 5G adoption in the sub-Saharan
region sits below 1% but will reach over 4% by 2025
and 16% in 2030, largely thanks to a concerted ef-
fort from industry and government organisations to
provide connectivity to citizens.

“Until now, G adoption has been driven by rel-
atively mature markets and
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China to build
2.9million 5G base
stations by end of 2023

New figures from GSMA Intel

ligence show 5G connections

are expected to double over the next two years, expedited by
technological innovations and new 5G network deployments in
more than 30 countries in 2023 alone

cial mobile launches worldwide currently include
an FWA offering.

In the US, T-Mobile added over half a million
G FWA customers in Q4 2021 and Q1 2022 com-
bined. By 2025, it expects to have eight million
FWA subscribers, while Verizon is targeting five
million FWA subscribers for the same period. And,
with operators such as Jio announcing ambitions to
connect as many as 100 million homes across India
to its 3G FWA network, the mumber of FWA users
looks likely to grow substantially over the next few

consumer use cases like en-
hanced mobile broadband,
but that’s changing. We're
now entering a second
wave for JG that will see

The country plans to add
around 600,000 such stations ments focus on the 3.5-3.8
this year, and expand the

years.
‘While the majority of
current 3G FWA deploy-

GHz bands, several opera-
tors around the world are

the technology engage a coverage of 5G services in rural already using 5G mmWave

diverse set of new markets

and audiences,” said Peter areas and industrial parks, Jin

Jarich, Head of GSMA
Intelligence. “The exten-
sion to new use cases and

spectrum as a capacity and
performance booster to

told journalists on the sidelines complement coverage pro-
of the event “two sessions”

vided by lower bands.
Only 7% of 5G launch-

markets will challenge the
mobile ecosystem to prove that 5G truly is flexible
enough to meet these diverse demands in a way
that’s both inclusive and innovative.”

As of January 2023, more than 90 fixed broad-
band service providers (the vast majority of which
are mobile operators) had launched commercial
JG-based fixed wireless services across over 48
countries. This means around 40% of 5G commer-
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es have been in the 5G
mmWave spectrum so far but this looks set to
change given 27% of spectrum allocations and 35%
of trials are already using 5G, mmWave bands. Fur-
thermore, in 2023 alone, the industry will see ten
more countries assigned 5G mmWave spectrum for
use — a significant increase from the 22 countries
who have been assigned it to date. Spain received
the first European 5G mmWave spectrum allo-
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cation this year, resulting in Telefonica, Ericsson
and Qualcomm launching its first commercial 5G
mmWave network at MWC Barcelona 2023.

The figures from GSMA Intelligence also sug-
gest that, for operators, the enterprise market will
be the main driver of 5G revemmue growth over the
next decade. Revenues from business customers al-
ready represent around 30% of total revenues on av-
erage for major operators, with further potential as
enterprise digitisation scales. Edge computing and
IoT technology present further opportunities for
3G, with 12% of operators having already launched
private wireless solutions — a figure that will grow
with a wider range of expected IoT deployments
in 2023.

Another major development for the enterprise
will be the commercial availability of 5G Advanced
in 2025. Focusing on uplink technology, 5G Ad-
vanced will improve speed, coverage, mobility and
power efficiency — and support a new wave of busi-
ness opportunities.

‘When we talk about the launch of 5G in Paki-
stan, Federal Minister for Information Technology
and Telecommunication AminulHaque is optimis-
tic that the government would try its best to launch
JG by the end of June 2023 at least in major cities.
Industry stakeholders as well as senior government
officials are terming it next to impossible while
some are of the view that the 5G launch is difficult
even by end of December 2023, keeping in mind
the economic condition in the country in general
and the telecom market in particular. =
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t is surprising to know that our government
has borrowed around $7.4 billion to maintain
the exchange reserve as the reserve is falling
sharply. Pakistan has taken a foreign loan of
$7.4 billion in eight months of the current fiscal
year to build its declining foreign exchange reserves
mainly due to the repayment of previous loans.

The government had budgeted foreign assis-
tance of $22.817 billion for the current fiscal year
including $7.5 billion from foreign commercial
banks. However, it has received only 32 percent
($7.4 billion) of the annual projected amount in
eight months (July to February) of the current fis-
cal year due to the suspension of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) programme for the grant of
loan that dried up all the foreign inflows. The in-
flows are expected to accelerate after the revival of
the Fund’s programme.

According to the data of the Ministry of Eco-
nomic Affairs, the country received $3.85 billion
from multilateral and $950 million from bilater-
al, $900 million from foreign commercial banks,
$1.166 billion from IMF and $538.4 million from
Naya Pakistan Certificate during July-February pe-
riod of the year 2022-23. The government received
a $1.27 billion loan in the month of February this
year mainly due to a $700 million inflow from a
Chinese commercial bank. The country has further
received one billion dollars from the Chinese bank,
which will be depicted in next month’s data.

The Chinese loan inflow has helped building
the country’s foreign exchange reserves. The total

liquid foreign reserves held by the country stood at
$9.846 billion as of 10-Mar-2023. The break-up of

the foreign reserves position showed that foreign re-
serves held by the State Bank of Pakistan are $4.319
billion and net foreign reserves held by commercial
banks are $5.52 billion. “During the week ended
on March 10, 2023 SBP’s reserves increased by $18
million to $4,319.1 million,” the State Bank of Pa-
kistan said in a statement.
Meanwhile, Pakistan is busy meeting another
\ prior action of the International Monetary Fund
§! (IMF) that is providing a written commitment from
friendly countries to it for external financing during
the current fiscal year to revive the much-needed
loan programme. Friendly countries Saudi Arabia
and United Arab Emirates (UAE) have pledged
with Pakistan to deposit two billion dollars and one
billion dollars respectively in the State Bank of Pa-
kistan's account. Meanwhile, Qatar also expressed
interest in making a huge investment by purchasing

% power plants.

The data showed that the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) disbursed $1.929 billion during the pe-
riod under review compared to the budgeted $3.202
billion for the entire fiscal year. The ADB disbursed
$12.85 million in February 2023. China disbursed
$54.93 million during the first quarter against the
government budget estimates of $49.02 million for
the current fiscal year, however, no money was re-
ceived in October, November, December, January
and February. Saudi Arabia disbursed $782.28 mil-
* lion against the budgeted $800 million.

The USA disbursed $20.83 million during the
period under review against the budgeted $32.49
million for the current fiscal year. Korea disbursed
$19.79 million and France $27.36 million during
the first eight months of the current fiscal year.
The IDA $1.089 billion against the budgeted $1.4
billion, IBRD $135.02 million against the budgeted
$1.246 billion and Islamic Development Bank dis-
bursed $16.81 million against the budgeted $3.38
million for the current financial year. The IsDB
(short-term) disbursed $161 million in the current
fiscal year. The ATIB disbursed $539.02 million in
the current fiscal year so far.

On the other hand, amid efforts to avert the im-
minent risk of default, Pakistan says it is due to re-
paying foreign debt and interest worth almost $22
billion over the next 12 months.

The dollar-strapped government, upon success-
ful resumption of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) programme, is expected to initiate talks with
creditors to restructure its foreign debt. The coun-
try’s debt obligations currently stand significantly
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Govt borrows $74b
to meet $22b current

year liabilities
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According to the data of the Ministry of Kconomic Affairs, the
country received $3.85 billion from multilateral and $950
million from bilateral, $900 million from foreign commercial
banks, $1.166 billion from IMF and $538.4 million from Naya

Pakistan Certificate during the July-February period of the

year 2022-23
higher than the inflows it expects to receive in the options to control foreign expenditure and boost in-
coming years. come,” he added.

Data from the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) sug-
gests that Pakistan will repay a total debt of $21.95
billion in one year; $19.34 billion in principal and
another $2.60 billion in interest on the total debt.

According to data, however, the central bank
has projected no foreign debt inflows for the next
12 months.

The country’s debt liabilities
currently stand significantly
higher than the inflows it
expects to receive in the
coming years

The breakdown of data suggests the country has
to pay $3.95 billion within one month. In the next
three months, it is due to return $4.63 billion loans
and repay another $13.37 billion in the last eight
months of the period under review.

Speaking to the media, PKIC Head of Research,
Samiullah Tariq said: “Pakistan is passing through
an extraordinary financial crisis. Accordingly, it
needs to take extraordinary measures.”

“The country needs thoughtful planning to sail
out of its current financial crisis and enter into a
definite future. It should work on all the available
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Explaining that Pakistan needs to meticulously
plan how it can increase foreign exchange reserves,
Tariq said, “The country needs to boost the confi-
dence of overseas Pakistanis and make the domes-
tic economy attractive in order to increase Roshan
Digital Account (RDAs) inflows.”

“The government has recently revised the rate
of return on Naya Pakistan Certificates to attract
higher inflows from non-resident Pakistanis,” he
recalled.

“Apart from this, the government should re-
structure its existing debt, enter the new IMF pro-
gramme after the current one ends in June 2023, cut
imports, boost export earnings and workers’ remit-
tances through official channels,” suggested Tarig.

Recalling that former finance minister, Miftah
Ismail was in favour of taking new loans instead
of restructuring the current debt, Tariq hoped the
nation would successfully revive the stalled IMF
loan programme at the end of ongoing talks in Is-
lamabad.

“We are expected to achieve staff-level agree-
ment with the IMF in a couple of days, after which
the IMF Executive Board will approve the pro-
gramme and release a $1.1 billion loan tranche,” he
explained.

Pakistan needs to return around $80 billion
in foreign debt over the next three-and-half years
(from February 2023 until June 2026). m
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amadan is a rating goldmine for chan-

nels yet the quality of Ramadan trans-

mission seems to be a race to the bot-

tom. It is a huge opportunity to educate,
inform as well as entertain audiences.

Do all these programmes project our values and
our attitudes, is a question? Should the Ramadan
programmes not be a means to check religious vi-
olence, intolerance, the display of arrogance, hy-
pocrisy and materialism in accordance with the
spirit of this sacred month? But they all have been
suppressed under the race for earning ratings of the
programmes.

‘What exactly are the actual ratings of Pakistani
TV channels in Ramadan? And which show man-
aged to get the highest of it? Amir Liagat was the
pioneer of the Ramadan transmission shows.

As Ramazan approached, its blessings are felt
everywhere in Pakistan. Mosques are filled with de-
voted worshippers, and recitation from the Quran
soothes hearts while the brilliance of the month is
also felt when families prepare delicious sehurand
iftarfoods. In addition to these traditional practic-
es, electronic media in the present day is also play-
ing a significant role in enlightening viewers about
Islam and its true message during this holy month.

It is a good sign that Islamic scholars of every
sect appear on channels and highlight the impor-
tance of Islamic injunctions and the obligations

sSome ulemas and naat-khawa-

have launched YouTube chan-
nels to impart the teaching of

Islam. You can see

popular ulemas, naat-khawado

not appear on the TVs channels

transmissions on for the reason

the showbiz hosts fall heavy on

their heart

of the faithful. However, an unsavoury aspect of
these programmes is the hosts who are not ulemas
but celebrities and showbiz icons which, at least,
is painful for true Muslims because they do not
have much knowledge like the religious scholars.
These celebrities host Ramadan transmissions in
Sehriand Iftariand most of them are women. Some
ulemas and naat-khawahave launched YouTube
channels to impart the teaching of Islam. You can
see popular ulemas, naat-khawa do not appear on
the TV channels for the reason the showbiz hosts
fall heavy on their hearts.

In Ramadan transmission, religious issues are
discussed with competent scholars. Quiz competi-
tions are held wherein grand prizes are given to the
winners while enriching the general knowledge of
viewers as well. But all that glitters is not neces-
sarily gold. But they are so managed and arranged
with the modern-day glamours that an individual,
even with ordinary intellect, loses touch with the
true spirit of Ramadan as soon he/she switches on
television.

Ramadan is also a month of charity, worship
and self-control. However many Pakistanis com-
plain that rampant consumerism promoted by Pa-
kistani TV channels over the last few years is vitiat-
ing this spirit. It is all to get maximum ratings and
earn money through commercials.

Each TV channel, in the pursuit of high rat-
ings, has hired faces with the highest star power
and market value in the entertainment industry by
offering them substantive pay packages. Distinctive
segments having gift hampers are designed to keep
the audience engaged, consistently. At least 15 to
17 channels are broadcasting the live Ramadan
transmission and are earning millions of rupees.

With exception of a few, most TV hosts are from
the entertainment industry i.e. actors/film stars/
cricketers who are not suitable enough for religious
programmes which require discussion on different
sensitive religious matters with religious scholars.
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Celebrity-hosted

Ramadam

programmes fall heavy
on faithful hearts

It is a good sign that Islamic scholars of every sect appear on

channels and highlight the importance of Islamic injunctions and
obligations of the faithful. However, an unsavoury aspect of these
programmes is the hosts who are not ulemas but celebrities and
showbiz icons which, at least, is painful for true Muslims because
they do not have much knowledge like the religious scholars

Consequently, every year in the holy month contro-
versies arise as to speaking off the cuff on sensitive

religious issues. On the other hand, a class of some
intellectual journalists and scholars are of the view
that Ramadan transmissions should only be pre-
sented by anchors who have extensive knowledge
of Islam. An actor, film star or cricketer conduct-
ing religious discussion poses similar to Ulemas or
scholars, yet their impression as showbiz stars and
the famous player with their original professional
backgrounds dominates the mind of the viewers.

PEMRA has also issued a notice for formulat-
ing an outline for such transmissions, which some-
how is being followed but still a lot more needs to
be done.

‘What is needed, learned and well-versed TV
broadcasters who are competent enough to pres-
ent religious programmes without creating any fuss
and confusion for the masses. Media houses and
production teams should focus on content man-
agement to promote the religious spirit instead of
projecting the “Inaamaatkibarsaat” concept, to
encourage positive social impact. Lastly, the focus
should be on the real spirit of Ramadan which is
tolerance, kindness and moderation.

Ramadan is the ninth month in the Islamic cal-
endar. Allah has made a special reference to the
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blessed month.

Indeed, this month brings blessings in abun-
dance. Moreover, this month has an exalted sta-
tus in the Islamic calendar since it is fraught with
bounties for the faithful people. The only month
in which Muslims are in contact with their Lord
for every nanosecond through observing fasts, per-
forming prayers and certain other deeds to please
Allah

Observing fast doesn’t mean merely starving
but it means stopping doing all kinds of evil things
such as backbiting, ill thinking about someone,
hypocrisy etc. One ought to maintain inward and
outward purification.

Additionally, the LailatulQadr, a night of
blessings also takes place this month. On that day
God first revealed the Quran to our Holy Prophet
(PBUH).

In Ramadan, when the fasting person waits for
the call of prayer then God says to Satan:-

“See, my obedient creation. Now, until my
voice reaches his ears, he will not put a single loaf of
food in his mouth.”

O Allah, forgive our sins which tear apart our
safeguards, which drawdown adversities, which alter
blessings, which hold back supplication, which cut
down the hopes, which drawdown tribulation. m
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reativity is the last refuge of the artist.

Artificial networks can now duplicate

the aesthetic and technical proficiency

of artists to create new works. What ef-
fect, then, does the human have on the production
of art when new technology can take the place of
talent?

Artists outraged by artificial intelligence that
copies in seconds the styles they have sacrificed
years to develop are waging battle online and in
the court of law:

The art community got furious last year with
the release of generative artificial intelligence (AI)
programmes that can convincingly carry out com-
mands such as drawing a dog like a cartoonist Sar-
ah Andersen would, or a nymph the way illustra-
tor Karla Ortiz might do.

Such style-swiping AT works are cranked out
without the original artist’s consent, credit or com-
pensation; the three C’s at the heart of a fight to
change all that.

In January, artists including Andersen and
Ortiz filed a class-action lawsuit against Drea-
mUp, Midjourney and Stable Diffusion, three im-
age-generating Al models programmed with art
found online.

Andersen told AFP she felt “violated” when
first she saw an Al drawing that copied the style of
her “Fangs” comic book work.

She fired off an indignant reaction on Twitter;
it went viral, and other incensed artists reached
out to her with stories of their own.

Backers of the suit hope to establish legal prec-
edent governing generative Al models that copy
artists’ styles.

Artists want Al creators to be required to se-
cure permission for works used in training soft-
ware, with an option to remove them.

They also want suitable compensation.

“There is room for a conversation about what
that would look like,” said Ortiz.

Compensation could take the form of a licens-
ing model, she mused and would need to be ap-
propriate.

It would be wrong for artists to “get a couple of
cents while the company gets millions” of dollars,
added Ortiz, whose resume includes working for
Marvel Studios.

On social networks, artists are sharing tales of
jobs being lost to generative Al

The suit notes that a video-game designer
named Jason Allen last year won a Colorado State
Fair competition with art created using Midjour-

“Art is dead, dude. It's over. Al won. Humans
lost,” Allen was quoted as telling The New York
Times.

The Mauritshuis Museum in the Netherlands
sparked controversy by displaying an Al-generat-
ed image inspired by Vermeer's “Girl With a Pearl
Earring.”

The San Francisco Ballet, meanwhile, caused a
stir by using Midjourney to generate illustrations
used in promotional material for “Nutcracker”
performances in December.

“It’s sort of a natural consequence of some-
thing being easy and cheap and accessible,” An-
dersen said.

“Of course, they are going to use that option,
even if it is unethical,” she added.

AT companies named in the lawsuit did not re-
spond to requests for comment.

Stability Al founder and chief executive Emad
Mostaque has portrayed generative software as a
“tool” that can tend to “mundane image output”
and provide new ways “of ideating for artists.”

Mostaque contends that it will allow more peo-
ple to become artists.

Critics disagree. When a person prompts the
software to draw in the style of a master, they say,
it does not make that person an artist.

Mostaque has said that if people choose to
use generative Al unethically or to break the law,
“that’s their problem.”

Companies defending themselves from artists’
copyright claims are likely to take refuge in “fair
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Art creators furious as
Al assails their talent

The art community got
generative artificial intelligence (AI) programmes that can
convineingly carry out commands such as drawing a dog like a

cartoonist Sarah Andersen would, or a nymph the way illustrator
Karla Ortiz might do

furious last year with the release of

use,” an exception sometimes allowed when a new
spin is put on creation or when it is only briefly
excerpted. “The magic word used in the US court
system is ‘transformative,’” said lawyer and devel-
oper Matthew Butterick.

“Is this a new use of the copyrighted work, or
does it replace the original in the marketplace?”

Artists are turning not just to the courts but to
technology to defend themselves against genera-
tive Al

Prompted by artists, a team at the University
of Chicago last week launched their “Glaze” soft-
ware to help protect original works.

Companies defending
themselves from artists’
copyright claims are likely to
seek refuge in “fair use,” an
exception sometimes allowed
when a new spin is put on
creation or when it is only
briefly excerpted.

The program adds a layer of data over images
that, while invisible to the human eye, “acts as a
decoy” for Al, said Shawn Shan, the doctoral stu-
dent in charge of the project.

That still leaves the onus on artists to adopt
Glaze. Butterick predicts a “cat-and-mouse game”
as Al makers figure out ways around such defenc-
es.

Butterick also worries about the effect of Al on
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the human spirit.

“When science fiction imagines the Al apoc-
alypse, it's something like robots coming over the
hill with laser guns,” he said.

“I think the way Al defeats humanity is more
where people just give up and don't want to create
new things, and (it) sucks the life out of humani-
ty."

Meanwhile, researchers at the University of
Chicago have released free “Glaze” software that
they say can thwart efforts by generative artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) to copy an artist’s style. The
programme makes tiny changes to digital images
that, while invisible to human eyes, act as a “style
cloak” when they are posted online, the team be-
hind the project explained on their website. If gen-
erative Al finds a Glaze-guarded image online, it
is prevented from correctly analyzing and copying
the style, the team said.

Glaze was created at the behest of artists out-
raged that programmes like Midjourney and Sta-
ble Diffusion schooled on troves of images avail-
able online, could mimic their styles on command.
“Al has been evolving too fast, and there must be
some guardrails or regulations around it,” said
Shawn Shan, the doctoral student in charge of the
project.

“The goal of this is to push back from a tech-
nical standpoint.” The team behind Glaze worked
with artists including the illustrator Karla Ortiz,
who is among the plaintiffs in a US court case
against several firms with image-producing gener-
ative Al services. “If Karla uses our tool to cloak
her artwork, by adding tiny changes before posting
them on her online portfolio, then Stable Diffu-
sion will not learn Karla's artistic style,” the lab
team said. m
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fter suffering for years from a stagnant

economy and inflation of basic items

like food, even middle-class people are

feeling the economic pinch. As Rama-
dan, the holy month of Islam begins in Pakistan,
many people are taking advantage of free iftar din-
ners provided as a charity by wealthy individuals.
Free iftar dinners are arranged for needy people
throughout the holy month.

As the sun begins to fade to usher in the Mus-
lim holy month of Ramadan, volunteers start fixing
traditional food items and drinks on scores of tables
at different points across the country to serve iftaris.

Motorists pull over their vehicles hurriedly and
join small crowds of people of all ages already
gathered around the tables or occupying the plastic
mats. As the call for Maghrib (sunset) prayers re-
sounds from a nearby Mosque, they break the fast
(iftar).

lelelelele
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The volunteers hand packets of food and bottles
of water and juice to the fasting people sitting in
their vehicles and public transport, who do not opt
to stop. On every Ramadan, hundreds of stalls are
set up at the corners of city roads by relief organi-
zations, and local residents where homeless people,
vendors, rickshaw and taxi drivers, labourers, beg-
gars and even those who do not fast, are served free
of charge food and drinks for the whole month.

Ghulam Sarwar, who works at a tailor shop,
says he saves good money by eating for free because
his income is not enough to buy food for his entire
family. He says he comes to the dinner for breaking
the fast, though it is personally quite embarrassing
to sit at an open area and wait for the charity food.

Sarwar says that although philanthropists are
feeding people this way, political leaders are doing
little to address the rising food prices and unemploy-
ment. He says the politicians are fighting with each
other and they are unaware the public is starving to
death or how are they earning their livelihood.

- = - -

Muhammad Fayyaz works as a security guard
and visits the free food camp every Ramadan. He
hopes the money he saves will help him buy new
clothes for his children. Fayyaz says his salary is
just around Rs 12,000 a month and that eating one
meal for free saves him 25percent of his income
which helps his family at the end of the month meet
some urgent needs.

Organizer Jamia Masjid YaRasool Allah, Gul-
shan-e-Ravi, Lahore Muhammad Shafiq says local
traders and wealthy people are quietly funding for
the charity work. He says that he began offering free
food during Ramadan 20 years ago out of his reli-
gious devotion.

“Usually there is one bread earner who has to
feed a family of say 10 people,” Shafiq said. “So,
obviously their basic needs are not met and then
there are rising electricity bills, natural gas bills and
other such matters that it becomes extremely diffi-
cult for the family to live on the fewer resources.”
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Philanthropists spend
liberally on Iftar
during Ramadan

Ghulam Sarwar says that although philanhopists are feeding
people this way, political leaders are doing little to address the
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rising food prices and unemployment. He says the politicians
are fighting with each other and they are unaware of the public
starving to death and how are they getting their livelihood

Tanveer Igbal, an Islamabad-based banker, wel-
comes the growing tradition of free meals in Rama-
dan however, he has certain reservations about it.

“I feel that it is absolutely shameful that in the
so-called Islamic Republic of Pakistan we have this
kind of need and such kinds of poverty, rising lev-
els of poverty that we need now lower middle and
the poor to go to the philanthropy and charity,” she
said. “Do you think that those who stand in queues
in streets and avenues for free food in the evening
every Ramadan have any shred of self-respect and
dignity left? Nothing.”

As Ramadan, the holy month of

Islam begins in Pakistan, many
people are taking advantage of

free iftar dinners provided as a
charity by wealthy individuals.
Free iftar food is arranged for
needy people throughout the

holy month

So much so, the country’s tiny Sikh commu-
nity has been hosting iftar for Muslims in histor-
ic QissaKhawani Bazaar and several other points
in northwestern Peshawar city for the last several
years. Bhopal Singh, who arranges iftarin Qis-
saKhawani Bazaar in Peshawar said he was pursu-
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ing the mission of his late father who worked for
interfaith harmony in Muslim-majority Pakistan.

“For the last four years, I had been arranging
iftarfor my Muslim brothers here. But this year, we
have changed the strategy due to security threats,”
Singh told Flare, referring to threats received by the
organizers last year from some militant groups that
objected to their gesture.

“Unfortunately, some elements do not want in-
terfaith harmony here,” he regretted, saying “There-
fore, this year we are distributing ration among
needy Muslims, and arranging iftarfor prisoners in
jail to avoid any mishap.” The fasting people are
served traditional delicacies — including samosa
(a deep-fried triangular savoury pastry filled with
potato and spices), pakora(deep-fried spicy snacks
made from gram flour), fruit chaat, dates, and juic-
es. For dinner, Biryani (a spicy mixture of rice and
meat) is the favourite dish of the Karachites.

“At least in Ramadan, we fully fill our stom-
ach”, Hameed said in a lighter vein as his colleagues
laughed loudly.

Abdullah, a rickshaw driver is another regular
visitor of this site during Ramadan.

“It’s hard for me to go home [for iftar] and come
back to work. Here, I get good and enough food,
and save money that I spend on my family,” he said.

Like previous years, the government is offer-
ing a Ramadan relief package that subsidizes the
cost of flour, sugar, lentils, milk and other foods.
But critics say the savings rarely trickle down to the
needy because of rampant corruption. =
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PTCL Group celebrates Women's Day with a

Islamabad: PTCL Group
(PTCL & Ufone 4G) celebrated
International Women's Day
2023, Saadia Khan, ex-Com-
missioner of the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pak-
istan (SECP) graced the event as
a chief guest while prominent
Jordanian molecular biologist,
Dr. Rana Dajani also joined the
event remotely.

The theme for this year’s In-
ternational Women's Day is
‘Digit All Innovation and Tech-
nology for Gender Equality’,
which emphasizes the role of
technology in empowering
women and promoting gender
equality. PTCL Group realizes
that bringing women into tech-
nology results in more creative
solutions and has greater poten-
tial for innovations that meet
women’s needs and promote
gender equality. Therefore, it is
committed to leveraging its
technological expertise to create
opportunities for women and
provide a more inclusive work-
place where women can thrive

and excel.

The event showcased PTCL
Group's commitment to gender
equality and women empower-
ment through its various gender-
focused initiatives. Sharing his
thoughts, President and Group
CEQO, PTCL & Ufone, Hatem
Bamatraf said, “As we join the
world in commemorating Inter-
national Women's Day, we reaf-
firm our steadfastness in
embracing equity in all aspects
of our organization. At PTCL
Group diversity and inclusion
remain the key drivers of inno-
vation, success, and progress
across all our operating compa-
nies, PTCL, Ufone & Ubank.

pledge to embr

i

Therefore, we remain dedicated
to create a workplace where all
our team members regardless of
their gender, feel valued, re-
spected, and empowered to
reach their full potential. Our
Dé&l-focused initiatives break
down gender-related barriers to
help women co-workers/team
members to concentrate solely
on their personal and profes-
sional growth and gratifica-
tion."”

Employees pledged to em-
brace equity during the event by
sharing their pledges on the
pledge wall. The event was fol-
lowed by Hi-Tea hosted by Pink
Club, an exclusive all-female

ace equity

club at the organization. Em-
ployees also participated in the
campaign "The woman in your
life," where they enthusiastically
shared personal stories about
the women who helped shape
their lives and guided them to
personal and professional suc-
cess and gratification.

The event also saw the
launch of the DIGIHER
Hackathon, an initiative to give
talented women the opportunity
in the technology field to create
usable solutions with a specific
outcome in mind. This will in-
clude analyzing case studies, col-
lecting extensive data, assessing
possibilities, and proposing solu-

tions for business-critical tech-
nology-related problems. The
event concluded with a surprise
performance by Nimra Rafiq
who has previously released a
couple of hit singles. The audi-
ence thoroughly enjoyed her
power-packed performance.
International Women's Day
celebrations are an annual affair
at PTCL and Ufone 4G which
provide the group with the op-
portunity to reaffirm its pledge to
diversity and inclusion. The
Group remains committed to its
goal of creating an inclusive
workplace that values diversity
and promotes equity, to set the
right precedent for society.m

President Alvi honours Jazz CEO Aamir Ibrahim with Excellence
Award at BIZNET2023

Islamabad: The second
edition of BIZNET Diversity
and Inclusion Recognition
Awards ceremony was re-
cently held at the President
House to honour individuals
and organizations who have
made significant strides to-
wards creating a more inclu-
sive and equitable society.

President Dr Arif Alvi
awarded Jazz CEO Aamir
Ibrahim with Excellence
Award and applauded Jazz for
its various DEI programs, par-
ticularly the women empower-
ment initiatives through digital
platforms.

Speaking at the ceremony,
President Alvi said that the

S

country direly needed finan-
cial inclusion of women to
turn 50 percent of its popula-
tion into a productive work-

force. He said helping women
promote their business start-

ups through information tech-

nology was the fastest route

toward their empowerment,
The theme for this year's-

BIZNET2023awards was
‘Supporting Diversity, Inclu-
sion and Pakistan Startups’
brought together representa-
tives from all sectors. Trans-
forming Hub and Women
Business Network organized
the awardsin association with
various other business organi-
zations and industry leaders
across the country.

The president of Pakistan
commended the efforts of the
organizers for developing an
ambitious plan to advance the
women workforce in the coun-
try. He appreciated the efforts
of organisations in taking the

needful steps to bring about a
positive change.

BIZNET is an annual
event that aims to glamorize
start-ups and encourage entre-
preneurship among young and
aspiring business minds.It
aims to support the culture of
innovation, creativity, and en-
trepreneurship in Pakistan,
which is a critical component
of the country's economic
growth and development,
BIZNET recognizes successful
start-ups in Pakistan as per dif-
ferent categories, including so-
cial impact, innovation, and
growth potential. m

Ufone 4G, ConnectHear join hands to enable easy accessi-
bility for deaf community in Pakistan

Islamabad: Ufone 4G and
ConnectHear, a social enter-
prise aiming to enable and em-
power persons with disabilities,
have collaborated to improve
accessibility for the deaf com-
munity to enhance their socioe-
conomic integration. Amir
Pasha, Group Director PR,
Media, CSR and Corporate
Communication, PTCL &
Ufone 4G, and Arhum Ishtiaq,
Co-founder/CTO  Connect-
Hear signed the agreement
here in Islamabad.

Commenting on the devel-
opment, Amir Pasha, Group
Director PR, Media, CSR and
Corporate  Communication,

PTCL & Ufone 4G, said,
“More than 6 percent of the

Pakistani population is differ-
ently-abled that needs to be in-

tegrated into the country’s so-
cioeconomic ecosystem. We

are proud to collaborate with
ConnectHear to enable the

deaf community to communi-
cate and socialize. The initia-
tive perfectly resonates with
Ufone 4G's brand philosophy
of inclusivity, under which we
strive to foster equality and
shared growth because, we at
Ufone 4G strongly believe, it is
all about U!” In addition to free
data access, Ufone 4G will also
introduce special data pack-
ages, offering more MBs and
text messages instead of calls as
the deaf community generally
uses video calls as a primary
source of communication. Fur-
thermore, ConnectHear will
sensitize and teach basic sign
language to Ufone 4G staff at

respective franchises and serv-
ice centers to help them effec-
tively communicate with the
deaf community.

Ufone 4G and Connect-
Hear will also educate the
Deaf community about
UPaisa and its services
through special awareness ses-
sions and videos in sign lan-
guage, in a bid to empower the
community with financial in-
dependence. It is noteworthy
that Ufone 4G is the first and
only organization to collabo-
rate with ConnectHear for so-
cial empowerment of the deaf
community, setting a right
precedent in society. m
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HEC announces Microsoft Imagine Cup winners

Islamabad: Microsoft and
Higher Education Commission
of Pakistan announced win-
ners and runner ups of the
jointly organized Imagine Cup
2023. The announcements
were made during the closing
ceremony held in HEC head
office recently.

The event was attended by
several Vice Chancellors, and
Pakistan’s educational leaders
as well as Director General Is-
lamic World Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural
Organization (ICESCO),Dr.
Salim M. AlmalikFederal Min-
ister for IT & Telecom Syed
Amin Ul Haque, Chairman
Higher Education Commis-
sion, Prof. Dr. Mukhtar
Ahmed, and Microsoft Coun-

try Manager Jibran Jamshad.
Chief guest at the event was
Dr. Salim M. AlmalikSyed

"
ogy .
Microsoft announced win-

ners in all four categories of

Amin Ul Haque. Speaking at
the event, he noted, “Such part-
nerships with companies like
Microsoft empower the stu-
dents to use their creativity in
addressing real societal prob-
lems using modern technol-

Imagine Cup Winners compe-
tition ie., Earth, Lifestyle,
Health, and Education. Win-
ners at the event included team
“Smart Fruity Bytes” in Earth
category from Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif University of

Agriculture, Multan (MN-
SUAM), team “Journovolt” in
Lifestyle category from Usman
Institute  of  Technology
Karachi, team “Human Life
Saviour's" in Lifestyle category
from FAST NUCES Lahore
Campus and team “AR Learn”
in Education category from
under the name of Smart
Fruity Bytes team, with their
project “Store Karol” Secondly
was University of Engineering
& Technology (UET) Pe-
shawar, called the AR Learn
team whose project was
“Kinder Learn from AR" and
thirdly was Usman Institute of
Technology, under the name
Journovolt team with their
project “Automated News Re-
porting Channel”. m

PTA &UNICEF Pakistan collaboration on child online protection

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Author-
ity (PTA) and the United Na-
tions International Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) Pakistan
have collaborated to promote
a safe, secure and productive
online environment for the
children. The collaboration
aims to prevent and report in-
cidents of online child abuse
and encourage responsible in-
ternet usage among the chil-
dren, caregivers and
educators through awareness
and capacity-building efforts.
Under this collaboration,
PTA has already declared
‘1121' as free emergency

helplme for child protectlun

whereas other areas of focus
will be implemented by both
sides.

Mr, Muhammad Naveed,
Chairman PTA and Mr, Ab-

dullah Fadil, Rﬂprescntative,

UNICEF Pakistan along with
senior officers from both PTA
and UNICEF attended the
ceremony.

Speaking at the occasion,

the Chairman PTA said that
PTA is determined to provide
a secure and risk free digital
environment for children in
Pakistan. UNICEF Pakistan’s
strong network with child
protection stakeholders will
pave way for better reporting
of child online abuse cases to
PTA and subsequent removal
of objectionable content from
the internet.

The Representative of
UNICEF Pakistan also em-
phasized on the importance
of this collaboration and as-
sured of their full cooperation
to implement the agreed ac-
tivities. m

Bank Alfalah and NOWPDP partner to create job op-
portunltles for persons W|th dlsabllltles

Islamabad: Bank Alfalah
has announced partnership
with Network of Organizations
Working For People With Dis-
abilities Pakistan (NOWPDP),
a non-profit organization to
empower persons with disabil-
ities by creating employment
opportunities for them and pro-
moting financial inclusion in
the banking sector.

Under the partnership,
Bank Alfalah will fund the run-

ning costs of the Centre of Ex-
cellence for Financial Inclusion
(CEFI) against an amount of
PKR 4 million. The Bank will

collaborate closely with NOW-
PDP to create specialized mod-
ules and provide training on
financial management, budget-

ing, and saving at the center.

“This partnership is a sig-
nificant step towards promot-
ing financial inclusion and
literacy among persons with
disabilities in Pakistan. We are
excited to work with Bank Al-
falah, a leading financial insti-
tution, to provide access to
financial services and products
to persons with disabilities,”
said Amin Hashwani, Presi-
dent of NOWPDP. =

TCL partners with Arsenal to enhance consumer en-
gagement in ME Africa, Europe

Lahore: TCL, a global top
2 TV brand, has announced a
new partnership with Arsenal
Football Club. The collabora-
tion will give Arsenal support-
ers in the UK, Middle East
and Africa more opportunities
to engage with the club, while
also increasing TCL's expand-
ing footprint in sport by be-
coming the club’s Official
Regional Consumer Electron-
ics Partner in those markets.

With a mission to Inspire
Greatness, TCL understands

the impact sport has on people
around the world and the new
partnership aims to engage

supporters around their com-
mon passion for football.
TCL will provide Arsenal

supporters with exclusive club

content and exciting deals on
a product range including
TVs, white goods and home
appliances. Supporters will
have the opportunity to partic-
ipate in competitions and
games with the lucky winners
receiving official Arsenal gifts
and merchandise. TCL will
also invite its customers to
watch live matches at Emi-
rates Stadium as well as meet
and greets with current players
and legends. .=
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ABHI onboards
Naveena Group to
provide AbhiSalary

to 5,000 employees

Lahore: ABHI, an embed-
ded fintech company, has
signed an agreement with
Naveena Group and its sub-
sidiaries to provide AbhiSalary,
an Earned Wage Access facil-
ity, to their 5,000 employees.
With AbhiSalary, the fintech
company aims to reduce finan-
cial stress for thousands of em-
ployees working at Naveena
Group and its subsidiaries. Es-
tablished in 1989 as a textile
manufacturer, the group now
operates in the textile, energy,
steel and real estate develop-
ment sectors with a focus on
sustainability.

Mohammad Zaidi, Direc-
tor of Business Development
and Sales at ABHI, said,
“We're honored to serve
Naveena Group and enable
their 5,000 salaried individuals
to access their pay anytime,
anywhere and make key finan-
cial decisions at any time of the
day. We truly believe that Ab-
hiSalary will increase produc-
tivity and improve bottom line
of Naveena Group.” =

AirSial announces
flight operations for
Saudi Arabia

Lahore: AirSial, Pakistan's
third private airline, is all set to
launch flight operations for

Saudi Arabia in order to pro-

vide convenience to Umrah
pilgrims.

The carrier offered four
weekly flights from Lahore to
Saudi Arabia started from 29
March, with services available
on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fri-
days, and Sundays. i

Chairman AirSial Fazal
Jeelani said that airline would
also operate weekly flights to |

Saudi Arabia from Islamabad | |

from March 30.

“AirSial will start Karachi-
Jeddah and Peshawar to Jed-
dah flights in second phase,”
he said, adding that Airbus320
will be used for Saudi Arabia
flights.

Jeelani said that flight oper-
ation was launched to facilitate
Umrah pilgrims, adding that
AirSial would operate 68
flights to Saudi Arabia

monthly.=
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FMBL, CIRCLE Women partner to empower

wome

Islamabad: FINCA Mi-
crofinance Bank Limited
(FMBL), the first microfi-
nance bank in Pakistan to
open an all-female staff-led
branch, has announced a col-
laboration with CIRCLE
Women, a social enterprise
dedicated to women's eco-
nomic empowerment and
leadership development. The
collaboration aims to em-
power women from low-in-
come strata by promoting
digital literacy and financial
inclusion under CIRCLE
Women's Digital Literacy
Programme (DLP).

Through this collabora-
tion, CIRCLE Women will
train 1,000 female customers
of FMBL in digital skills, en-
trepreneurship, and financial
literacy. By partnering with
FMBL, the 1,000 DLP par-
ticipants will expand their
businesses and benefit from
FINCA Pay, the digital mo-
bile application that offers
convenient and secure finan-

[

A

i -

cial transactions. CIRCLE
Women’s developed DLP
curriculum, approved by
master trainers and experts,
shall be utilised in all train-
ings.
“At FINCA, we strongly
believe that sustainable
growth must be inclusive, and
we are committed to our dou-
ble bottom line mission with
social impact at its core. OQur
aim is to enhance women's
access to capital by adopting

a gender lens approach
throughout our customer re-
search, product design, and
delivery. We share this belief
with CIRCLE Women that fi-
nancial services can serve as
a powerful tool for women's
empowerment. Our collabo-
ration will focus on adding
more women to Pakistan’s fi-
nancially included segment,
thereby advancing our shared
social mission,” said Ja-
hanzeb Khan, CEQO of

n through digital, financial lit

FINCA Microfinance Bank
Ltd.

Sadaffe Abid, CEO and
founder of CIRCLE Women,
also stated, “The digital and
financial inclusion of women
in Pakistan's economy is no
more a luxury— it is a neces-
sity of our time. When a
woman is financially en-
abled, she invests back into
the health, nutrition and edu-
cation of her family. With
technology and digital finan-

eracy

cial platforms, we need to
bring solutions for women
and create a more equitable
society.”

As part of FINCA Impact
Finance, a global network of
microfinance institutions and
banks providing socially re-
sponsible financial services,
FINCA Microfinance Bank
Ltd has been empowering
women in Pakistan for
decades. With a nationwide
presence  through 130+
branches across 120+ cities,
the bank has provided over
100,000 female entrepreneurs
with affordable access to mi-
crofinance loans and other
necessary resources for run-
ning a successful business.
The bank’s complete suite of
products and convenient
banking services, including
specially designed loan prod-
ucts for micro, small, and
medium-sized enterprises,
further supports the growth
of women-led businesses in
Pakistan.=

inDrive donates Rs10 million

Karachi: inDrive, a global
mobility and urban services
platform, has donated Rs10
million to the Akhuwat Foun-
dation for the reconstruction
of schools in flood hid areas.

The donation has been ex-
tended to support the educa-
tion of children affected by
the devastating floods and
heavy monsoon rains in the
Sindh region of Pakistan in
2022,

The funds will aid in re-
building schools in the Thatta
and Thar regions, which were

severely impacted by the

for rehabilitation of schools in flood hit areas

able students to continue their

Empowering the next generabion
for a brighter bomormow

Download the inDrve app:
in 47+ counbries

lion+ downloads iy

sanel

—

floods. The primary objective
of this contribution is to en-

education and stand on their
own two feet with dignity.

The catastrophic floods in
Pakistan from June to Octo-
ber 2022 resulted in the loss
of 1,739 lives, caused 7 3.2
trillion in damage, and 7 3.3
trillion in economic losses.
Furthermore, nearly
27,000 schools were de-
stroyed, leaving over 2 million
children unable to attend
school and resume their stud-
ies. inDrive's donation of
PKR 10 million will go to-
wards the reconstruction of
these schools, as well as the
construction of new facilities.

Aleksandra Kirillina,
Team Lead of the CSR proj-
ect at inDrive, stated: “The
flood affected many families;
the dreadful situation in the
interior of Sindh leaves many
people in a devastating situa-
tion which forced students to
leave their education behind.
One of the primary pillars of
inDrive’s mission is serving
and empowering communi-
ties, and education is our top
priority, as a good education
is the greatest gift you can
give anyone.m

Telenor team
visits PTA
=R

Islamabad: A delegation
from Telenor, led by Ms. Ine
Elisabeth, Head of Investment
Management, Asia Hub and
Ms. ArisaSiong, Director Pub-
lic & Regulatory Affairs Asia,
visited PTA headquarters.
They met with the Chairman
PTA, Mr. Muhammad
Naveed to discuss future
prospects, issues, and matters
of mutual interest. The two
sides discussed Telenor's fu-
ture plans for enhancing con-
nectivity and agreed on mutual
collaboration to further bolster
efforts in the digital transfor-
mation of the country.m

HSHM collaborates with Igra University

Islamabad: Hashoo School
of Hospitality Management
(HSHM) recently signed an
agreement with the Igra Uni-
versity, Karachi (IU) for hospi-
tality educational based
projects and skill development
programs for the youth, in
Karachi.

The agreement was signed
by Haseeb Gardezi, Chief Op-
erating Officer, Hospitality
and [Education Division,
Hashoo Group, and Dr. Mirza
Amin Ullah Haq, Registrar,
Igra University, Main Cam-
pus, during a special cere-
mony, attended by Naveed
Lakhani, Chairman, Igra Uni-
versity, Dr. Zaki Rashidi, Di-
rector of Bahria Campus,
along with the senior manage-
ment of Hashoo Group and
Igra University faculty mem-
bers. “Today is a very impor-
tant day in the history of
HSHM as we are partnering

with the most iconic institute
of Pakistan, Iqgra University”
said Haseeb Gardezi. “The
shortage of skilled and experi-
enced leaders in the hospitality

and tourism industry is a
pressing issue in Pakistan. To
address this, earlier we intro-
duced the HSHM programme
in Islamabad, KPK and now
in Karachi, aiming to train
and equip hospitality students
with the necessary skills to
meet industry demands in all
the major cities of Pakistan.
Upon graduation, the students
will be offered guaranteed job

placements at Hashoo Hotels
across Pakistan”, he further
added. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr Zaki, Director, Igra
University, Bharia Town cam-
pus spoke at length regarding
the partnership. He empha-
sized that academia coming
close to industry will accrue
positive dividends for both
partners.

Naveed Lakhani empha-
sized the significance of the
hospitality industry in Pak-
istan. He further explained the
necessity of education in hos-
pitality and tourism in Pak-
istan, which would provide
students with global opportu-
nities. Lakhani expressed that
the faculty at Igra University is
enthusiastic about this partner-
ship and will work towards
making it successful. He also
expressed his interest in furure
collaborations with Hashoo
Group in various fields.m

Tamasha

launches
‘Family
Bizniss’

Islamabad: Pakistan’s
largest homegrown OTT plat-
form, Tamasha, has launched
its first-ever original series,
“Family Bizniss”, in collabora-
tion with Big Bang Entertain-
ment. The launch event was
recently held at the Jazz Digital
Headquarters attended by
Kaan Terzioglu, CEO of
VEON Group; Aamir Ibrahim,
CEQ, Jazz; Aamer Ejaz, Chief
Digital Officer, Jazz; and lead-
ing actor and producer of the
series, Fahad Mustafa.m
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vivo X80

vivo V25 5G

Memory

12GB+256GE

ol MediaTek Dimensity 9000 (4 nm)

Display 6.78 Inch
Front Camera:32MP
amera Rear Camera:50412+12MP
i 4500mAh
Baﬁew B80W FlashCharge
VMiSmory [

vivo V25e

Display 6.4 Inch
Front Camera,50MP
amera Rear Camera;od+8+2MP
4500mAh
Battery 44W FlashCharge
RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GH
MediaTek Mt6877
Processor

Dimensity 900 (6 nm)

vivo Y16

Display

6.51 Inch

Camera

Front Camera:Smp
Rear Camera:13+2MP

Memory

3GB+32GB

Display 6.44 Inch
Front Camera:3zmp
ATHeN Rear Camera:64+2+2Mp
4500mAh
Battery 44W FlashCharge
RAM & ROM
Memow BGE+256GB
Processor MediaTek Helio G99 {6nm)
vivo YO2s
Display 651 Inch
Front Camera:5mp
RO Rear Camera:8mp
5000mah
Battery 10W Fast Charge
[Memory [ ety

Processor

Octa-core (4 x 235 GHz Cortex-A53

+ 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

5000mAh
Battery 10W FastCharge
RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB+64GB
- Octa-core {4 x 23 GHz
el Cortex-AS3 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-AS3)
Display 6.55 Inch
c Front Camera:8MP
amera Rear Camera:50+2MPp
_ 5000mAh
Battery 18W Fast Charge
7 RAM & ROM
Memory AGB+64GB

MediaTek Helio G5 (12nm)

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

|,2023} (15t 5A15




siase puiz jeui

IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,26,600

Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:14,999

] 144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm . .
g 6.5 Inches,Super Refina XOR OLED . 6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
BIETSIEV capacitve touchscreen, 16M colors SIS0 Fulscreen 1600720
Rt isnalsys e c Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
Lamera 2.0, S2mm {iefephotc), 1/3.4%, 1.0um, POAF amera Front; B.0MP FF Selfie Camera
. OI5, 2x optical zoom 12 M, #2.4, 13mm {ulrawida)
Non- ble Li-lon 3963
[EETT=10 81 man battery (15,04 Wh) Gharging SEla s 5000mAh Battery
L Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No M _
emory Internal-64GB =ileln'| 3GB RAM + 32GB ROM
y - | Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity, I init g
Features compass, barometer, Siri natural Fg’.?:;ggt B Fu nCtlonS
language commands and dictation 2
= i
HONOR X6
Rs. 52,999
somMpP 5000maAh | Expandable Storage
Triple Camera | Battery Upto1TB
FKR. 40,999 PKR. 46,999
CAMERA PERFORMANCE
OPROX SONY INKTDY Fingship 33 SUFERWOOC
Selfle Sensar 450enAh Lorge Bortery
&40 Al Triple Comer RAk Expongion
Bokeh Flrs Partralt Gualenmm Deta-Cets Progessor
Wicrolers
DESIGN Color0S 12
Fioargluss- eother Desipn Incushe Design
(OPPO Glow Smert Sacurity
Litro-Slim Retro Design AF Gusture
Qrtit Light Smrt Mo tifieation Hidhg
= — |
Oppo A76 o
w9 Redmi A1+
~

Oppo AT6 - A Powerful Mid-Ranger

| Smart tech Oppo is unveiling A76 to the market soon, The Chinese
manufacturer Oppo is working on a new smartphone for its A-
series. The upcoming new handset will be a mid-ranger and it will
be launched in Malaysia. The newcemer will be named Oppo ATE.
The coming smartphone will be powered by the Qualcomm
SME225 Snapdragon 680 4G (6 nm) chipset, this is a powerful

Redmi Al+
(2GB- 32GB)

chipset that s used in upper-class handsets, The Oppo's A76 with
this processor will provide the user with powerful results. The
smartphone has got a 2.4 GHz Octa-Core processor under the
haod of this smartphone. Also, there is a powerful GPU of Adreno
610, The Oppo ATE's going to have a 6.56 Inches big screen size
and It will provide the user with full HD plus the reselution of 720x

Display: 6.52” HD+ Dot Drop display
Processor: MediaTek Helio A22

Rear Camera: 8MP main camera
Battery: 5000mAh (typ)

@ 8 8 8 @

1612 Pixels. And there is an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen Charging: 10W fast charging
display that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding
results. This handset Oppo sharp A76 will be paired with a gigantic
RAM capacity of 6 gigabytes, The chipset and the RAM capacity of
the devica show that it will enable the user to execute things
within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the smartphone is
128 gigabytes that are enough to stora a huge amount of data for
future use. The Oppo is packing a Dual Camera in the back of ATE.
The main camera is 13 megapixels and 2 megapixels. The selfie
camera is 8 megapixels which will take wonderful pictures. The
upcoming new A7E got a side-mounted fingerprint sensor to Enjoy gl Momth f
protect your data from loss, And the battery of this A76 is 5000 1 i i rson
mAh is planted inside the belly of the new A76 which is enough to STARZPLAY
keep running for almast one or two days of active use. And also

there is a fast battery charging of 33W in this new handset which is
called A7& by Oppo. Now Samsung and other smartphone

companies will be looking to bring features like the Oppo AT6.

@ra
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Nokia C1
Rs:8,299

Mokia C1- Back with a Bang!

‘World Famous Mokia returms with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and betier chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Androld
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1is going to be release with much hoosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
dizappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of SMP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Cad Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Mokia will implement Android OS5 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
tha company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants,
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
soreen with 284 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smariphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slol to provide more storage space. C1 by
Mokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smariphone ever
heing offered in today,s market. Mokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time lo budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Mokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants. J

e

WINDOW TO
THE FUTURE

SMART

w3100

5.45"

HD+
Full View
Display

Teifary

Realme C21
Rs. 19,999

~

Realma C21 - AMid-Rang Smartphone Of The Company

Smari tech Realme is launching the C21 smartphone to the
market. This Chinese company presented the C20 in the
January of this year, and Realme will present its successor in
three days. Mow all the specifications of this phong have
appeared on AllExpress, and even the price ks known, This
smartphone will be Realme C21. The smartphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smartphones in the market that is called MediaTek Helio G35.
The new Realme's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this handset. This new upcoming
smartphonae has a 6.52 Inchas screan size which Is a big-
screen display, with an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscrean, and
this devica Realma C21's gaing to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also there is a GPU of
PowerVR GE8320 in this upcoming device, Also, thare is
screen protection of Coming Gorilla Glass 3. The upcoming
new Realme sharp C21 is packing the upcoming smariphone
with 4 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest point of RAM used
in this smartphone so you can say that your phone is going o
run at a super-fast speed because of its powerful RAM.
Realme has got 64 gigabytes of storage in C21 which means
that the capacity of your data is unlimited. On tha rear of the
smariphone, thers is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor
of the smartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels. The sslfie shooter in this phone C21 will be 5
megapixels to make taking selfies more easy and atiractive
with this new C21. The smariphone has got a powerful battery
which will be fusled with a Non-removable Li-Po 5000 mah
battery in C21 by Realme that will carry support for Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and other tach glants will faca
serious competition when this Realme C21 will release.

Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999

Henar 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have k-
. Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near fulure. This

b will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After
launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expectad to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memary, and massive power, Honor's 20 Pro will come
packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
smartphane and that chipsat is called Kirin 980, This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a T nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category, 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20°s Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will ba 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sansor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose, 20
Pro's The handset will ba fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over other smartphone giants. 4
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Nokia 2.3

X Mobile X2 Selfie Rs:14,900

MNokia 2.3 - ANew Eniry-level Smartphone \‘
Tech giant Mokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2 The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. Itis
an entry-level smariphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal mamory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Mokia's 2.3
ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be available in
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color variants. The
information leaked about the chipset of the new Nokia 2.3's,
confirms that it will be powered by the MediaTek&€™s Halio
A22. This chipset will ba used in place of 28nm Snapdragon
425, This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Nokia
sharp 2.3. Different variants of the phone will offer different
ranges of RAM and internal storage. One of the modals is
packed with 2 gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack
this new upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabyles of
internal storage. The next variant will be available in 3
gigabytes of RAM capacity and the internal storage of the
phone will 32 gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may
offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may
also becoms double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a 4000
m#Ah battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower side, still
you will have enough power to keep the handset on toes, The
upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with
an LED flash that is placed just under the alone lens of the
phone. The front-facing camera will be 5 megapixels. The 2.3
by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As this is an eniry-level
smartphone so you expsct 8 reasonable price tag. The
company is now competitive enough to challenge high-rated
companies like Samsung by bringing smartphones like Nokia

2.3
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Redmi 10A

&1/ 11,999: =f

Redmi 10A

(3GB- 64GB)

Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel |

RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM

ity atiary 1.6GHz Octa Core Processar

15.46 ¢m (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.50 Curved)
MediaTek Helio G25

Octa-core Processor

.

4000mAh High Capacity Battery

sbtjrzr;}é‘ (1332

NOKIA

A25PRO

RRP 9,399
See better in the dark

It just keeps getting better

STORE YOUR

FAVORITE APPS

32+2GB

MEMORY

g L & w | 0

Biometric 13MFP Rear 571" HD+ Android 9 Ple 2000mAR
Face Unlock SMP Fromt Camera with Selfie notch battery

13,900 [ree 14,900

w [2GBRAM|16GBROM | | 3 GB RAM |32 GB ROM | [ pemm
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DEFINES EVERYTHING

£ 534,999 =7

2)) BuAL s o3l

(@) 3000mah

m\ | POWERFUL Processor; Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
AN -AT3 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Corlex-A53)

5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels
18:9 Screan ratio (409 ppl dansity)
Sensors: Fingerprint {rear-mounted)
Accelaromeater, Proximity, Compass

(Non-remaovable Li-lon ),3340 mAh

()M
AT 1t

sgtrr.rpégmm

HONOR X5

™ 5000mAh Large Battery | 6.5 HONOR FullView Display
Octa-core Processor | Expandable Storage

G'FIVE

e IN JUST RS. 2 B 4 9/ - I N

fwim D WWW.GFIVEPAKIST COM \\‘_

Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-
AT73 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53)

Quad Camera: 48 MP, f12.0, (wide),
1/2”, PDAF + 12 MP, £12.2, 13mm
(ultrawide]) + 5 MP, fi2.4, (macro) +
5 MP, £i2.2, depth sensor, LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast battery charging 15W

(SE )M
AT

SLIIE LI

X Mobile X4

BRAT Lt JRYE

W

Calme

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core

processor
000
FWVGA Screen
5.0 inches
24" colorful ¢ 4 Beaming Smart
display Torch Lights Camera 1950 mAh

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GB Free
microSD Card (supports up 64GB)

2 2.999/- et i (D) Dty | § _ SLIAE L ‘

/

STERER SPENNTY,
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Infinix Note 8
Rs.29,999

Xiaomi 33w Power Bank

SIS Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex Xiaomi 33w Power Bank
-AT9+6x1.8 GHz Cortex-435) 10000mAh Pocket Edition Pro
5 = |IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen ; —
BIEIEVE 16M Colors, Multitouch (¢) (2]
7.0 Inches Sl St bt et

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide) '
c . 1/1.73", PDAF + 2 MP, ] :
amera | {macro} + 2 MP, (depth) Cutpsanmmien Bt o Btk

+ 2 MP, Quad LED Flash

: | (Li-Po Mon removabla), 5200 mAh
Battery - Fast battery charging 18W

33W high power

- 32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM Super fast smartphone ch"afgin.g

M'Emﬁry microSD Card, (supports
up to 256GB)

EEEWIEE] oD Card,(supports up o 2568)

- 128GB Buill-in, 6GB RAM

SET A Infinix Zero 8

SFARK Rs. 36,999

N YOUR SOUL Y

Ocla-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
ATE + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

—— 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
B[1e BV Capacitive Touchscreen,
== 16M Colors, Multitouch
-—

S 3000OMAH | Quad G | 64 MP, {wi
3 P, il ! uad Camera: ' (wide),
v ERREE EE 11.72", PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),

— _——— . Camera 1/4.0° + 2 MP, /2.4, (macro) +
= e 2 MF. 124, (depth), Quad LED Flash
= DIGITAL |

i

o {Li-Po Mon removable), 4500 mAh
S "} Battery Standby-upto 26 days

Talktime:upte 36 hours

=

- o 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
Memory microSD Card,
(supports up to 256GB)

| . Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,
LREENVIEEY i roint (side mounted), Proximily

Redmi 10C Ocean 9 Black(2GB)

Seagdgg'c‘u?ﬁlﬁs;l |OIC SI;- 3 8 I 6 5 D . n.‘:#f
Large 6.71" display

VGO Tel

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

SO0 Al battary

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)

(52l I
ASTURUZ I 1f

Powerful speaker with vibrant so
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CAMON 18 Premier

Rs:59,999

"\
Tecno Camon 18 Pramier - Mid-Ranger Of The Tecno
Tecno is launching its all-new Camon 18 which has got a
moniker Premier at the and. The Chinese company Tecno is
working on the new smartphone, which was spotted on
Google Play Console. The coming phone model number is)
TRCMNO-CHS, and it will be called Tecno Camon 18 Premier.
The smartphone will be empowered by a powerful chipset
called Helio G986 SoC. This is one of ihe latest chipseis in the
markat, and to give mora power to this Tecno's Caman 18
Premier it has an Octa-Core processor inside the handset.
The handset has got AMOLED Touchscreen and there is a
big screen size of 6.7 Inches, the users will enjoying using
this screen size. The smartphone Tecno Camon 18's gaing
to have a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pixels. Also
in this device, there is a powerful GPU called Mali-G57
under ihe hood of this smariphone. The SoC of the
smartphone paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM means that the
upcoming smartphone Camon 18 Premier by Tecno is
having to be very fast in its execution. The internal storage is
256 gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount of
data for future usage. The Tecno 18 Premier has got a Quad
Camera setup. The main lens of the setup will be 64
megapixels along with 12 megapixels, and 2 megapixels,
the lens to capture excelient photography. The front-facing
of Tecno Camon's 18 Premier is loaded with a 32
megapixels front-selfie camera setup, The smartphone has
got a fingerprint sensor to secure your data. The batlery of
the phone is also a massive one. The smartphong Camon
18 Premier is fueled with (Li-Po Non-removable), 4750 mAh
batiery to get enough backup time and the smariphone gota
Fast charging. Mow Samsung and other smartphone
companies will be looking to bring features like 18 Premier.

Tecno Spark 8C 4GB
Rs:20,999

s

Tecno Camon 19 Pro

Rs:49,.999

Tecno Camon 19 Pro - New-Series Of Smartphanes ™
Tecno Is working on a new Camon 19 which has got a
moniker Pro at the end, Chinese manufacturer Tecno is
launching a new series of smartphones. Last year Tecno
has unveiled Camon 18 series, now the company is
preparing its successor which will be called Tecno Camaon
19 Pro. The new smarlphone will be powered by the)
MediaTek Helio GS6 chipset, This is a powerful chipsel that
will empower the upcoming smariphone Tecno's Camon 19
Pro to provide the user with high-end performance, and
also there is an Octa-Core processor under the hood of this
smartphone. The upcoming new Tecno Camon 19's going
to have 6.8 Inches which is & massive screen, and to
provide the user with full HD plus the resclution of 1080 x
2460 Pixels, And there is an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display, also there is a powerful GPU of Mali.

new Camon 19 Pro by Tecno is having an upcoming
smartphone with 8 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest
point of RAM used in this smartphone so you can say that
your phone is going to run at a super-fast speed because of
its powerful RAM. The built-in storage capacity of the Tecno
19 Pro is 256 gigabytes which means that the capacity of
your data is unlimited. On the rear of the smartphone, there
is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor of Tecno
Camon's 19 Pro will be 64 megapixels, 50 megapixels
along with the Al sensor. The selfie shooter of the phone will
be 32 megapixels. For this purpose upcoming smartphane
Camon 19 Pro is having a side-mounted fingerprint reader
to secure the data on the smariphone and only allow the/
authorized person. The device will be fueled with a Non-
removable Li-Fo 5000 mAh battery that will carry support
for Fast charging of 33W. Samsung and other tech giants
will face serious competition when the coming smartphane

~

Tecno Spark 8C 4GB - A Spark-Serles Phone

Tecno is introducing a new Spark 8C which has got a moniker
4GB at the end. Tha smartphone company Tecno is unveiling
a new device in its Spark series. The upcoming smartphone
will ba launched in September this year, the coming handsat
will be a mid-range device. The newcomer will be called
Tecno Spark BC 4GB, This devica got a Chipset of Unisoc
TE0E fo give more power to this device and it has an Octa-
Core processor inside the phone to make the device ultra
fast Also, there iz a GPU of ARM Mali-G57 under tha hood of
this Tecno's Spark BC 4GB, The coming device has gola 6.6
Inches big screen size and It will provide the user with full HD
plus the resolution of 720 x 1612 Pixels. The new Tecno
Spark BC's going to have an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display that is the latest one and well known for
its outstanding results. This handset will be paired with a
gigantic RAM capacity of 4 gigabytes. The chipset and the
RAM capacity of the Spark 8C 4GB by Tecno show that it will
enable the user to execute things with the coming handset
within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the
smartphone is 128 gigabytes that are enough to store a huge
amount of data for future use. The Tecno BC 4GB will come
equipped with a Dual Camera setup. The main sensor of the
handset will ba 13 megapixels, and another one Is a QVGA
sensor. The selfie shooter of the smartphone will be 8
meagapixels, In this upcoming new Tecno Spark's 8C 4GB,
you will find a rear-mounted sensor to protect your data from
loss. The battery of this upcoming new smartphone Spark 8C
4GB is 5,000 mAh to give full-day use to the users, also there
is a Battery charging 10W. This handset 8C 4GB will give
through time to its competitors like Samsung and others.

19 Prowill releass.
S

Huawei P30
R=s:89,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series! )
Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
fram us and soon wa will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphanes, Huaweal's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole seres of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawel P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is siill in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has dacided
to aquip the display of tha P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phane is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smariphones that's why the naw P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
satup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfact in avary way. P30 gonna coma
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object,
Artificial Intafligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the guality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30

4
Tecno Camon 19 Neo
Rs:40,999
Tecno Camon 1% Meo - The Mid-Ranger -\'

Tecno is working on a Camon 19 which has got a moniker
Neo at the end. The company is launching a new
smartphone in its Camon series. The newcomer will be a
budget-friendly phone and will be named Tecno Caman 18
Neo. The smartphone got a Chipset of MediaTek Helio
GES which is the most powerful chipset and to give more
power to this handset thara is an Octa-Core procassor
inside the Tecna's Camon 19 Neo o make the device ulira
fast. Also, there is a GPU of Mali under the hood of this
smariphona. The display screen size of the smarphone is
6.8 Inches and It will provide the user with full HD plus the
resolution of 1080 x 2480 Pixels. The new Tecno Camon
19's having an IP5 LCD Capacitive Touchscreen display
that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding
results. The handset will be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of 6 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity
of the Camon 19 Neo by Tecno show that it will enable the
user lo execute things with this smariphone within
saconds, The internal storage capacity of the smartphone
is 128 gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount
of data for future use and the device gol 8 micraSD
dadicated slot. On the rear of the Tecno 19 Neo, thers is a
Triple Camera setup. The main sensor of the handset will
be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixsls, and 2 magapixels. The
solfia shooter of the phone is 32 megapixals, to make
taking seifies easier and more attractive. The Tecno
Camon's 18 Neo is having a side-mounted, optical
fingarprint reader to secure the data on the smariphone
and only allows the authorized person. The Camon 19
Neo will be fusled with a Non-remaovable Li-Po 5,000 mAh
battery that will carry support for Fast charging. Samsung
and other tech giants will face serious competition when
the coming 19 Neo will release, _/,

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,56,300

Is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yel available, y,

1509 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
(5,94 X 2.98x0.33in)

B

- 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BTSN |PS LCD capacitive
B

touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

Camera , 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, QIS

12 MP, 2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h

ody
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
emory Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, praximity
==l compass, baromeler, Sir natural
language commands and dictation
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Iimport Data Smart Phones (Importer Wise)

Impeoerter Name Brand aty

Amt
FUTURE TECH APPLE 75 68,722
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD APPLE
CORETECH APPLE
M/s. NIZAM ELECTRONICS APPLE
MICROTEL TRADING ____ APPLE
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE
HAMZA ENTERPRISES APPLE 60 29,419
EXPERT TRADERS APPLE B0 73,545
ROCKERS TRADING APPLE
ORIENT ENTERPRISES APPLE 164 76,310
PENTA INTERNATIONAL APPLE
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE aA73 303,928 *
HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE %
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED . D CODE _ I
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G 10 140 rﬁ
HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED HUAWEI
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED HUAWEI
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX
BAKKA TRADING INFINIX 1,099 76,930 -
—_____HAMZA ENTERPRISES .. INFINIX 13,357 980,158 \
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 9 830
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX 10,844 908,365
EUROTEL TRADING INFINIX 1,029 90,017
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX 15,000 1,471,050
EXPERT TRADERS INFINIX 11,243 721,261 [\
MICROTEL TRADING = INFINIX Y —
ORIENT ENTERPRISES INFINIX 16,376 1,206,122 E
ROCKERS TRADING INFINIX 1,300 BA4,B61
SAHAA TRADERS INFINIX 7,000 480,060 m
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 4 328 h
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL h‘h
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL
EXPERT TRADERS ITEL
EMNERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED MAXFONMNE
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKLA
OPPO MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED aPPO
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO
HAMZA ENTERPRISES orPO 250 19,373
IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED QPPO
THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE oPPO
A.5. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED OUKITEL 3,000 72,000
EXPERT TRADERS ONE PLUS
M/S TRADELINK INTERNATIONAL REALME
20,000 2,310,000
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD 59 33,738
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED 13,990 2,163,010
BURQUE CORPORATION (PRIVATE) LIMITED _ _
UMBRELLA ELECTRONICS & GENERAL TRADERS 300 28,950
SAHAA TRADERS 2,500 205,875
ORIENT ENTERPRISES 8,011 731,548
MICROTEL TRADING 1,150 94,702
HAMZIA ENTERPRISES 3,693 304,119
EXPERT TRADERS 8,681 714,880
EUROTEL TRADING 32,492 287,566
M/s. NIZAM ELECTRONICS
DEPLOY (PVT.) LIMITED 17,600 764,551
AIR LINK COMMURNICATION (PVT) LTD
SAHAA TRADERS
M/S UNITED MOBILE r .
ON TECNG ELEC TR O PRIV ATE) LIMITED
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED ] 3,500 354,113
INOWVI TELECOM PVYTLTD
HAMZA ENTERPRISES 2,649 236,012
SICCOTEL TRADING 388
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) UIMITED V| 3
EXPERT TRADERS I A 1,487
ORIENT ENTERPRISES 112
VIVO ELECTRIC (PRIVATE) LIMITED =
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED 26,017 3,122 468
SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED 2 105
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION {(PVT) LTD
CABNET TECHNOLOGY XIAOMI
CORETECH XIAO NI 3.
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIMITED XlAaonl :
NANO TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS KlAaonil
) IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI :
CHNOLOGIES {(PRIVATE) LI XiAaomMi
SMARTLINK TECHNOLOGIES X1AOMI
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED XKIAOMI
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED ZTE
AFPLE —t 852 551,924 2~
D CODE
DIGIT 4G 10 140
HUAWEI
INFINIX 77,257 6,019,654
ITEL a 328
MAXFONE
NOKIA
oPPO 250 19,373
ONE PLUS
OUKITEL 3,000 72,000
SEAR | i = ._ i 764,551
SRR ING 41,876 | 4,564,388
TECNDO 8,139 F85,736
VIVO 26,017 3,122 468
VNUS
VGOTEL 2 105
20000 = | @ 2,310,000
25,000 1,325,968
220,007 19,536,635
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B r a I n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolocommunication Lid.

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi Smart Band 2

Fitness in a big way

Redmi \Watch 2 Lite

Get fit, start now

Xiaomi Band 7
Step up your game

More Useful Features

Q = O

Uniock My Phane Matification” Slient Mode Flash Light Do Mot Disturb




V25 | V25e

e 61/?3"“?

Gorgeous Portrait

"

edition and Agquemaring Blue editon.

supports S2MP FF lront cameara.

ailable on V25, VESe

*Extended RAM on V252 may need OTA update.

*Crlor Changing Glass is only available on the Sunrise Gold
Front camera is only av

*SOMP AF
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