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l.ditor’s
Note

Restore
Pakistan’s
Image
worldwide

It is quite noticeable and painful that on any occasion, event, rallies and
protest, the first thing the government does, is shutting down the internet
across the country. This extreme measure taken at once not only causes
revenue losses to the government in billions of rupees but also loss of billions
of rupees to telecom operators. And the extent to which shutting down of the
internet affects the business, particularly those of the daily wagers working
Dﬂtbﬂmpplyufﬁaodandﬁee]anmg,lsunmmmn‘able The action also
casts a negative impact on Pakistan at the international level as the closure of
the internet service triggers concerns from global rights organisations which
criticise the move as amounting to depriving the people of their basic right
to expression and commumnication with one another. As such they overly or
covertly demand the government to lift the restriction on the internet which
has become an essential need of almost every second person in this modern
century. Ammnesty International, United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Human Rights Watch and more strongly PTA authorities
never favour a protest, rally or political event turning into mob riots to the
loss of national assets and lives of the people. Therefore, they also desire the
exercise of restraint and use of mininmm force without resorting to the use of
firearms to disperse protestors. Pakistan also witnessed sad scenes in recent days
and the government shut down the internet service for an ‘indefinite’ period
whereof millions of mobile phones became inoperative and situation entailed
heavy revenue losses to businesses and the government. The government, as
such, was urged to lift the ban on the mobile internet without any delay but
no immediate response was given. Nearly 125 million people were affected by
suspended mobile broadband and blocked access to social media apps. This
time in particular, the suspension of mobile broadband services in Pakistan
due to the escalation of the political tension in the country caused significant
financial losses to digital service providers, the government, and the general
population. The suspension of the internet service resulted in an estimated
revenue loss of Rs820 million to telecom operators, while the financial
loss to the government under the head of the tax receipt on that count has
been estimated at around Rs287 million. Individuals who depend on digital
apps and payments, such as Careem, InDrive, FoodPanda etc. have also
suffered a significant loss in earnings. In addition to causing an information
blackout and restricting commumication, the shutdown hit various business
sectors across the cash-strapped country which is already awaiting help from
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in the form of a $1bn bailout but
the same is still not forthcoming. The IT industry, which is already under
pressure due to bad governmental policies and a lack of continuity, has come
to a standstill since the internet service was suspended. After making pressing
demands and appeals the government rose to act to set things in order.

Nearly a week after the brutal clashes, Pakistan Telecommmmication
Authority (PTA) has finally unblocked major social media platforms including
YouTube, Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

Journalists, activists, and politicians remained vocal against the
gcnmnmenfsaliemptmﬂeﬂoethedlssenthymmmgpeoplesmssto
information and freedom of expression. A week after the mob attacks and
a gory situation, Pakistan Telecommmumication Authority (PTA) maintained
that they have not received any orders to restore the social media platforms.
However, the government restored mobile broadband services, after four days
of suspension when a loss of billions to the economy was already there.

But the suspension of social media apps continues to garner people’s ire
who used proxies to access the sites. Many people cited plights following
the suspension of social media sites as many people are running different
businesses on these apps while others need to connect for education and
other purposes. So, the government must take into account all aspects before
clamping restrictions on the use of apps or suspending the internet service at
all. It must be acknowledged that whether apps or internet service both have
become an inevitable part of public, private and corporate life and it is ill-
affordable to put them all to a standstill in a knee jerk.
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Cost of Haj and Umrah packages

The cost of Haj and Umrah packages has skyrocketed leaving
many a dream shattered. The significance of the Haj as a part
of religious obligations and the importance to perform it in
the best possible way 1s beyond doubt or debate. However,
the exorbitant cost of performing the pilgrimage (the Haj) has
become a major obstacle in this regard for many individuals
and families.

It is unfortunate to see that the prices of Haj and Umrah
packages are increased every year making it difficult for
many people to afford the same. This has resulted in only
rich and upper-class people being able to perform these
religious duties and it is contrary to the spirit of Islam which
encourages every Muslim to perform the Haj and Umrah.
But this time around the high cost of both is falling hard on
the layman and the poor who wanted to visit the Holy places
spending petty savings.

It 1s important to address the issue in order to ensure that
every Muslim gets the opportunity to perform these religious
duties. One can only hope that the relevant authorities will
give due attention to the matter and take whatever steps are
needed to address the same effectively.

Kareem-un-Nisa, Karachi

Ban housing societies on agri land

The produce of rice, wheat and vegetables in Punjab is on
a constant decline as a boom in the real estate business and
subsequent construction on agricultural land 1s squeezing the
space for their cultivation. The agricultural land in Punjab
is being converted into large housing societies with an
extraordinary and rapid increase in construction. If this trend
is continued, the production of these crops will be badly
affected in the future. The main beneficiary of the situation
after less agricultural yield is the inflation mafia which gets
a field day to jack up the prices of food items to double and
triple to mint more and more money. And this trend has
particularly been witnessed at the local level over the last
two/three months.

Therefore it is urgently needful to take all necessary
measures, including legislation, to protect the cultivated area
from being converted into an urban concrete jungle so that
the desired and much-needed targets of produce could be
met to conveniently meet the local needs at a reasonable and
affordable rate and earn forex by exporting the extra amount
of produce.

If no urgent attention is paid, we will be forced to import
wheat, rice, vegetables and just about everything to satisfy
the local demand spending the valuable foreign exchange.

Ahsan Ul Haq Shaikh, Islamabad

Pakistani drama industry stray
youth

I want to raise awareness about a topic that affects the minds
of common people and through which they learn cultural
and moral values. Our Pakistani drama industry is on the
decline, and we are now seeing Indian stories being recast
and portrayed in our dramas which hardly bear nexus with
our culture and society. In the society we live in, people learn
a lot from what is projected through the media, particularly
television, and it is worrying that our new generation is being
exposed to oppressive male and oppressed female characters
who silently tolerate their abuse at the hand of the former.

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

Why are we not showing the bitter realities and truths of our
society in our plays? Adnan Siddiqui, a Pakistani actor, once
said in an interview: “Of course, we can’t make films like
India, but they can’t make dramas like ours.” I used to agree
with him, but now I have changed my mind and say our
dramas are being produced on the pattern of Indian stories
and characters therein.

I can hope this letter will reach someone, or the writers, who
will think about this issue and try to improve the Pakistani
drama industry. Let us once again show stories that provide
entertainment to the people, but also promote good values.

Fiza Sikandar, Karachi

Internet outage causing millions of
rupees

The country has been burning for the past three days (after
April 9 mecident) and government authorities instead of
tackling the situation and arresting the violators, shut down
the internet service in the country. This measure not only
disturbed the users but also caused millions of rupees in
losses to telecom operators. It was the senseless decision to
shut down mobile broadband data and social media sites like
Twitter, Facebook and Youtube.

The government’s explanation was that the shutdown of
these essential services was necessary to stop protestors from
carrying out their vandalism. In reality, regular cell services
were still available and people were able to bypass social
media bans through VPNs links. As a result, the broadband
shutdown in particular only really affected a small group
of people whose bread and butter is associated with the
use of mobile data. One of the immediate groups that were
affected was gig workers. These are daily workers and earn
their money through the media platforms which are attached
to the availability of internet service. These people require
stable internet access through mobile phone data to do their
jobs. Over these days, Foodpanda and services such as
Careem were out of service because their captains and riders
had no way of accepting rides/orders or following maps to
reach them. To put things in context, there are over 13000
Foodpanda and Bykea riders, 30,000 Uber and Careem
captains, and around 12,000 Foodpanda home chefs whose
daily wages are dependent on broadband data.

Similarly, the shutdown also had a serious impact on
freelancers. A large number of Pakistanis work for foreign
clients remotely on platforms such as Fivver and Upwork.
They provide services ranging from coding to content
writing and Search Engine Optimization and they all were
badly disturbed about their business due to the shutdown of
the internet.

Ch Haseeb Akhtar

For the sake of Pakistan

There is a quote that “Patriotism, when taken into a fanatical,
malicious extreme, justifies bigotry, xenophobic sentiment
and criminality”. Isn’t this exactly how things turned out
for our country in the past few days ( after May 9)? What
we saw in the news was not patriotism. It was miscreants
having a ball in the name of taking things into their hands
for the betterment of the country. Damaging public property,
attacking state installations and blocking roads do not show
love or loyalty to the country. It is about time we let Pakistan
breathe.

Basma Malik, Rawalpindi

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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Belt-tightening of
elitists must to get rid
of IMF loans

Delay in agreement with the IMF has created a situation of
uncertainty resulting in the depreciation of the rupee, loss of
investment, and adverse effects in the financial market, whereby
Pakistan’s credit rating is constantly declining

_ odooL |

hairman of Pakistan Economy Watch

(PEW) Brig. (Retd) Aslam Khan, crit-

icized International Monetary Fund

(IMF) forthe increased conditions for
granting loans to Pakistan while marking it a con-
spiracy against the country.

In his media statement, he said: “The real tar-
get of the international institution is CPEC there-
fore, it wants to delay the loan to weaken Pakistan
so that it is made to obey orders that are against its
national interests.”

He expressed that the lender will not give a
loan to Pakistan until we step back from CPEC.
“That is why, despite fulfilling dozens of condi-
tions, the IMF continues to make lame excuses,”

AslamKhan said that the lame justifications of
the IMF have made its intentions clear to all, so
Pakistan should part ways with it as soon as pos-
sible.

He said that Pakistan must learn to live without
the IMF, for which elitism needs to be abandoned
in the first instance.

He added that due to the delay in the agree-
ment between Pakistan and the IMF, the country’s
economy has been greatly affected, and the pub-
lic is also paying a heavy price for it. According
to many economists, due to the current economic
conditions in Pakistan, the country has no option
other than the IMF, as other international finan-
cial institutions and many countries have linked
the loan to Pakistan with the revival of the IMF
programme.

He noted that further loans will be available to
Pakistan only after the issuance of instalments by
the lender, IMF.

He said the delay in agreement with the IMF
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has created a situation of uncertainty resulting in
the depreciation of the rupee, loss of investment,
and adverse effects in the financial market, where-
by Pakistan's credit rating is constantly declining.

The depreciation of the rupee has made many
things expensive, as everything from food to oil is
imported, he added.

The country has no option other
than the IMF, as other interna-
tional financial institutions and
many countries have linked the
loan to Pakistan with the revival

of the IMF Program

The decision to suddenly increase electricity,
gas, and interest rates was wrong, which has put a
lot of burden on the people and the business com-
mumnity.

The government should try hard to get out of
the clutches of the IMF as soon as the situation
improves, he demanded.

Pakistan’s history of borrowing from the IMF
could be divided into the following periods: early
years 1950-1988, Benazir and Nawaz Sharif 1988-
1999, Musharraf and Zardari 2000-2013, and
Nawaz Sharif and Imran Khan.

In almost each of these eras, not two govern-
ments worked with the IMF in the same way, es-
pecially in the past two decades.

While Benazir and Nawaz Sharif took turns
seeking IMF Programs in the 1990s, the Musharraf

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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government, which witnessed remarkable foreign
currency inflows, also had to knock at Washing-
ton’s door for financial help.

And then, the Zardari government abandoned
the largest-ever IMF Program when it was expedi-
ent to do so.

The Imran Khan government went to the IMF
almost a year after coming to power. Initially, it
had refused to seek assistance from one of the
most important Bretton Wood Institutions.

The 2019 negotiations between the Imran
Khan government and the IMF proved difficult,
even though the Nawaz Sharif government had
completed an IMF Program only two years ago.

In September 2013, the IMF approved an
SDR4.393 billion (around $6 billion) Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) for Pakistan when the coun-
try was under Nawaz Sharif. Between 2013 and
2016, a total of SDR4.393 were disbursed to Pa-
kistan.

A fully disbursed program indicates that the
country has carried out financial reforms and per-
formed well on the economic front.

Yet, when Imran Khan's Finance Minister
Asad Umar reluctantly approached the IMF in
2019, “the stability gains achieved since late 2016
[had] eroded,” and Pakistan was “again in a chal-
lenging situation,” according to an IMF briefing
from 2019.

The IMF documents showed that most eco-
nomic mismanagement happened shortly after the
IMF Extended Fund Facility ended in 2016.

Loss-making state-owned companies, growing
circular debt, and a ballooning trade deficit were
blamed for financial deterioration. Forex reserves
had also begun to fall in 2017.

After removing Asad Umar and installing Reza
Bagir as the State Bank of Pakistan Governor, the
Imran Khan government won approval for an
SDR4.268 billion (again around $6 billion) IMF
EFF loan in July 2019.

The IMF disbursed a total of SDR3,159.5 mil-
lion to Pakistan under Imran Khan in four tranch-
es.

The first disbursement of over SDR1 billion
came shortly after Pakistan signed up for the pro-
gram in 2019. It was followed by a similar tranche
in 2020 when the IMF disbursed SDR1.015 bil-
lion.

The second disbursement was made during the
Covid-19 pandemic, and the Fund eased some of
the reform targets for Pakistan.

But it forced the government to make tough de-
cisions in 2021 before releasing SDR350 million
(around $500 million) in March 2021.

The government jacked up the electricity tar-
iffs, withdrew several tax exemptions, and passed
controversial amendments to increase the central
bank’s autonomy.

The talks for the fourth loan tranche under the
Imran Khan government proved even more chal-
lenging. The discussion began in October 2021
and dragged on for weeks.

The stalemate compelled the Imran Khan gov-
ernment to seek help from US Assistant Secretary
of State Donald Lu, and then-Finance Minister
ShakatTarin met him in Washington.

It is the same official who was later accused
of orchestrating a “regime change conspiracy” by
Imran Khan.

Pakistan received SDR750 million (around $1
billion ) at the beginning of February 2022. How-
ever, at the end of the same month, then-Prime
Minister Imran Khan announced a subsidy on pet-
rol and diesel — effectively breaking the agreement
with the IMF.

In March 2022, reports surfaced that the IMF
had suspended Pakistan’s $6 billion loan program.
Negotiations for the revival did not commence un-
til May. Imran Khan had been forced out of office
by then, and Shehbaz Sharif of the PML-N had
taken over the government.

Talks on reviving the fund facility were con-
cluded in late June, but not before the current gov-
ernment took some harsh decisions, including the
withdrawal of tax relief for salaried individuals. =

| APRIL I5 - MAY 15, 2023
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be tossed. In addition to
seeing the type of food,

=i Pak-Chinese scientists’ =225

er on the reuse of organic
waste in Pakistan.

“We aim to install
the first pilot scale proj-
ect on campus, utilizing
the campus food waste”,
DrFarrukhRaza  Amin,
Assistant Professor at the
Department of Chemis-
try, COMSATS Universi-
ty Islamabad (CUI} told
foreign media. For over
two vyears, he has been
working with the Tianjin
Institute of Industrial Bio-
technology (TIB), and the
Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences (CAS) on anaerobic
acidification of organic
wastes and wvalue-added
chemicals production.

“Through the lab-scale
experiment, we have de-
veloped strains that pro- |
duce chemicals including
Butyric acid, acetate and
propionate from food
waste. These chemicals
are widely used in the
pharmaceutical, food and
paint industry”, DrFar-
rukhRaza Amin said. Fur-
thermore, scientists of the
project work to establish a
database on organic waste
in Pakistan, which in-
cludes the characteristics
of the feedstock, methane

organ

joint venture to reuse
1c waste

[

plate, in a pan, on a cut-
ting board, which gives
circumstantial informa-
tion on why it was lost,”
van der Veen said.

Orbisk organizes and
shares that insight with
the restaurant so they can
understand their dispos-
al patterns, helping them
save money and reduce
food waste, and with it,
emissions and water use.

Reencle is designed
to make that process
easier. The metal bin is
a hyper-fast compost-
ing system showcased at
CES this year and helps
households reduce omne
kilogram (2.2 pounds) of
food scraps by 90% wvol-
ume in just 24 hours.

While the product has
sold tens of thousands of
units in South Korea, Re-
encle’s parent company
Hanmi Flexible hopes to
Y expand to overseas mar-
kets, marketing director
Jinhwi Bang said.

On the other hand,
the “Global Food Waste
Management  Market”
report has been added to
ResearchAndMarkets.
com’s offering.

The scope of this re-
port is broad and covers

and other basic data to do 1 N€ €stablishment of this information database will benefit both the global markets for

a systematic study.
The establishment o

. Chinese and Pakistani researchers to pursue research in the given f00d waste management

processes used globally

this information database field and provide an important basis to formulate relevant policies in various industries. The

will benefit both Chinese
and Pakistani researchers
to pursue research in the

and promote the comprehensive utilization of organic waste

market is broken down by
component type, process
type, waste type, meth-

given field and provide an

important basis to formulate relevant policies and
promote the comprehensive utilization of organic
waste. The project is also in line with the energy
efficiency and clean energy production practices at
an industrial scale spelt out in sustainable develop-
ment goals-7 (SDG-7) proposed by the United Na-
tions, which are intended to be achieved by the year
2030. Anaerobic Digestion (AD) is a widely ad-
opted technology used for producing biogas along
with the ‘digestate’ used as a fertilizer. However,
using a wide range of organic wastes and residuals
as substrates and the diverse microbial community
structure of the bioreactor makes ADD) one of the
most complicated biochemical processes. In the
process, hydrogen and Volatile Fatty Acids (VFAs)
are formed as intermediate products. As these acids
are important precursors for various industries as
mixed or purified chemicals such as pharmaceu-
ticals. The challenge is therefore to collect and re-
cover organic waste through industrial or domestic
composting. The resulting compost can be used to
feed and fertilise the soil as well as meet its agro-
nomic needs. The introduction of organic waste
collection generally improves recyclable waste col-
lection performance.

Many start-ups have been working on reducing
food and organic waste. Dutch entrepreneur Marco
Snikkers aims to solve that problem with an avoca-
do scanner unveiled this week at the CES tech show
in Las Vegas and designed for use in supermarkets.
It uses optical sensing and Al technology to deter-
mine ripeness, displaying on a screen whether an
avocado is firm or ready to eat. Smickers startup,
OneThird, isn't just trying to reduce frustration in
the kitchen. According to the United Nations, about

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

one-third of food is wasted globally. That means all
the carbon emitted to grow, ship and distribute that
food was for nought.

OneThird already works with growers, distrib-
utors and others along the supply chain to predict
the shelf life of avocados, tomatoes, strawberries
and blueberries. It will further expand its ability to
determine the ripeness of more produce later this
year, aiming to help reduce the amount of food that
is wasted around the world. And it's testing the con-
sumer-friendly avocado scanner at a supermarket in
Canada this month.

The challenge is therefore to
collect and recover organic waste
through industrial or domestic
composting. The resulting compost
can be used to feed and fertilise the
soil as well as meet its agronomic
needs. The introduction of
organic waste collection generally
improves recyclable waste
collection performance

Another Dutch entrepreneur, Olaf van der
Veen, is working to empower restaurants to reduce
food waste, the majority of which happens in a
kitchen before a meal is even served to customers.

His device, Orbisk, uses a camera positioned
over a trash can to scan whatever food is about to

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ods, application, industry
and by region. Revenue forecasts from 2022 to 2027
are presented for each component type, process
type, waste type, method, application, industry and
regional market.

The report also includes a discussion of the ma-
jor players in each of the regional markets for food
waste management. It explains the major market
drivers of the global market for food waste manage-
ment, the current trends within the industry and the
regional dynamics of the food waste management
market. The report concludes with a particular fo-
cus on the vendor landscape. It includes detailed
profiles of the major vendors in the food waste
management industry globally.

The share of global food that is thrown away
has risen significantly over the years. Reduction and
effective management of food waste have become
pivotal challenges for industries and communities
alike. The rising food losses and waste are expected
to have detrimental environmental and economic
impacts on society.

Due to the increasing world population, food
wastage is becoming a serious issue around the
globe. The expanding growth in the amount of food
waste will have serious adverse effects on society,
such as health risks, environmental pollution and
scarcity of landfills. There is a consistently growing
need to create appropriate, environmentally sus-
tainable solutions to manage the increasing amount
of food waste. Among the solutions, the anaerobic
digestion process is one of the most promising and
environmentally friendly solutions, as it can help
in food waste management, nutrient recovery and
energy production, the last of which can also help
meet ever-increasing global energy demands. w
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Pakistan exports
decline to all major
trade partners

Total exports to the US during July-March (2022-23) were
recorded at $4525.610 million as opposed to the exports of
$5000.710 million during July- March (2021-22), showing adecline
of 9.50 percent, according to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)

he United States (US) remained the top

export destination of Pakistani products

during the nine months of the current fis-

cal year (2022-23), followed by China and
the United Kingdom (UK).

Total exports to the US during July-March
(2022-23) were recorded at $4525.610 million as
opposed to the exports of $5000.710 million during
July- March (2021-22), showing a decline of 9.30
percent, according to the State Bank of Pakistan
(SEPF).

This was followed by China, wherein Pakistan
exported goods worth $1524.704 million compared
to the exports of $2126.820 million last year, show-
ing a decrease of 28.31 percent.

The UK was the third top export destination,
where Pakistan exported goods worth $1403.088
million during the months under review against the
exports of $1671.606 million during last year, show-
ing a decline of 10.62 percent, SBP data revealed.

Among other countries, Pakistani exports
to Germany stood at $1262.755 million against
£1200.173 million last year, showing a decrease of
2.80 percent while the exports to UAE were record-
ed at $1081.470 million opposed $1361.105 million
last year.

During July- March (2022-23), the exports to
Holland were recorded at $1105.436 million against
£1075.404 million whereas the exports to Afghan-
istan stood at $400.771 million against $369.625

Pakistan’s exports to Italy were recorded at
$853.009 million against the exports of $750.045
million while the exports to Spain were recorded
at $1042 419 million against $827.753 million last

year.
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‘Whereas, the exports to Bangladesh stood at
$588.292 million against $648.212 million of the
preceding year.

Similarly, the exports to France during the
months under review were recorded at $440.799
million against §379.661 million while the exports
to Saudi Arabia stood at § 357.081 million against
£303.308 million.

Pakistan’s exports to Turkiye were recorded at
$240.410 million during the current year compared
to $236.665 million last year whereas the exports to
Canada stood at §343.995 million against $§294.435
million, and Australia stood at $230.019 million
during the current year against $210.753 million
during last year.

According to the Trade Development Authority
of Pakistan (TDAP), textile exports are the major
portion of the country’s overall exports, and the
textile sector hosts over 50% of the industrial work-
force.

According to the Board of Investment (Bol), Pa-
kistan is the eighth largest exporter of textile prod-
ucts in Asia. It is also the fourth-largest producer
and the third-largest consumer of cotton. Textile
comprises 46% of the total manufacturing sector.

Textile exports of $19.31 billion in the fiscal year
2021-22 accounted for 60.92% of the country’s total
exports of $31.76 billion. According to Textiles and
Apparel Policy 2020-235, the textile exports target
for the current fiscal year has been set at $25 billion.

Being allowed to be exported to China, Pakistani
sesame has seen its export surge from over 100,000
tons in 2020 to 150,000 tons in 2021. While the
devastating floods in 2022 substantially reduced its
exports, it is expected to have a bumper harvest as
there had been an increase in seeding by 25% since
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sellers got better prices last year”, Ms Li Yuanyuan,
Director of Greater China region of JKT Foods, an
agricultural produce trade company said.

In an interview with China Economic Net
(CEN) following the China International Sesame
Conference held last week in China’s coastal city
Qingdao, she said, “Before Pakistani sesame is al-
lowed to enter China, most of our products were
sold to the Middle East. China offers a vast market
to Pakistani sesame.”

Under good weather conditions, the stable qual-
ity, void of pesticide residue and fair colour of Pa-
kistani sesame give it a competitive edge in the in-
ternational market, she said.

“Besides, shipping to China is very quick. The
fastest direct ship can reach the Chinese port in 12-
14 days”, Ms Li said.

Pakistani sesame hits the Chinese market in
around October each year, so there will be enough
time for sale before the Chinese Lunar New Year,
which usually marks a peak in consumption. “That
being said, the time when sesame comes into the
Pakistani market coincides with the rainy season. If
it rains, the quality of sesame will be compromised,
and Chinese buyers can only choose sesame from
other countries as a substitute”, Ms Li added.

Pakistan exports 80% of the total production of
sesame seeds crop. Currently, Iran and China are
the big buyers of Pakistan sesame but other coun-
tries are gaining market share due to an increase in

hulled exports.

Pakistan is the eighth largest
exporter of textile produets in Asia.
Itis also the fourth-largest produc-

er and the third-largest consumer
of cotton. Textile comprises 46% of
the total manufacturing sector

China’s imports of sesame account for almost
1/3 of the world’s production. Since 2020, its im-
port exceeded 1 million tons for three consecutive

years, providing a huge market for Pakistani pro-
ducers.

Pakistan's sesame production is also catching
up. In recent years, the use of hybrid varieties has
greatly increased sesame harvests mere 36,000 tons
in 2019 to over 150,000 tons in 2022 despite the dev-
astating floods. The increase is mainly from the id
variety due to high demand and better quality when
compared to the Farmi variety, the size of which
has been reduced by 50%, due to less demand, qual-
ity issues and high FFA value.

)R L : ,.‘J'-'.‘"-".
“But overall crop this year is difficult to predict
as of now the weather plays a big role”, Ms Li said.

She told that at present, most of the Pakistani
sesame exported to China is raw sesame. In the next
few years, as Pakistan’s sesame processing technol-
ogy advances, highly processed sesame, such as
colour-selected sesame and peeled sesame seed is
expected to gain more popularity in the Chinese
market. m
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Pakistan seriously

working on solarisation

The sun is an eternal source of energy, a blessing given by
Nature, and with the full use of it we can easily meet our energy
needs without harming the environment. In this regard, not only
domestic but also commercial needs would be met and the work
in this regard is underway. It is high time that these sources should
be promoted gradually.

e often talk about climate change

and its consequences and are con-

stantly hit by extreme events, such as

last year’s unbelievably widespread
devastation across the country caused by monsoon
rains. The losses were also great in the cities and
towns where catastrophe at such a scale was never
seen before. But the point is no serious efforts are
made to know the reasons for calamity, nor is this
matter taken for threadbare discussion. The sourc-
es of renewable energy that we use are fossil fuels,
i.e., fuels buried in the ground, which are formed by
natural processes, such as the chemical decomposi-
tion of dead and buried organisms over thousands
of years.

As a result, natural resources such as petroleum,
coal, and natural gas are produced. Petrol is a green
or black coloured liquid that has become indispens-
able in our lives. Coal is a black solid substance be-
ing used as an alternative energy source. Now let’s
talk about natural gas, it is called a poisonous gas, it
is colourless and odourless, but it is the most import-
ant source of fuel.

These resources are generally considered very
beneficial but cannot reuse them once they are
consumed. A major disadvantage of them is large
amounts of carbon dioxide gas, a greenhouse gas
when they are used. This gas adversely impacts
our life in many ways besides being the biggest and
leading source of environmental pollution. It is also
playing an important role in global warming; it is
destroying our environment for future generations
through a continuous process. In order to avert the
negative effects of fossil fuels given the challenge
posed by the climate change phenomenon, we need
to use all possible resources to protect our environ-
ment from pollution.

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

One of these possible sources is renewable ener-

gy, that is, energy that is environment-friendly, such
as mlarcncrgy windmill, wind energy, geothermal,
etc. Hydrothermal sources like Tarbela Dam are the
biggest example of it.

There is no denying the fact that the current
sources of conventional energy include petrol, nat-
ural gas, etc. When used, they cause significant
damage to the environment by polluting the atmo-
sphere with certain types of substances, atop carbon
dioxide, while renewable sources do not emit carbon
dioxide, which is regarded

INSIGHT |

Marya Haleema

ing the environment. In this regard, not only domes-
tic but also commercial needs would be met and the
work in this regard is underway. It is high time that
these sources should be promoted gradually.

All kinds of energy sources for our country must
be promoted through awareness. And particular-
ly about renewable sources, people from all walks
of life must fulfill their responsibilities to promote
them. Meanwhile, solar PV potential in Pakistan
has paved a new way for Sino-Pak collaboration,
said LiuYiyang, Deputy Secretary-General and
Spokesperson of the China Photovoltaic Industry
Association (CPIA).

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has recently said
that the federal government has decided to install
solar panels on all government buildings, thereby
reducing the high dependence on imported fossil
fuels. Pakistan's federal government building will
be the first to use solar energy. The government has
stipulated the time of April 2023, when these build-
ings will run entirely on solar energy.

“Government building solar projects can save
300-500MW of electricity per month to reduce soar-
ing import costs, which is as high as about USD 27
billion per year.” PM Sharif pointed out.

It bodes well for Pakistan, sure. Indicative Gen-
eration Capacity Expansion Plan (IGCEF) 2047 is-
sued by NEFRA proposed that by 2030, Pakistan’s
cumulative installed photovoltaic capacity will reach
12.9GW; by 2047 it will reach 26.9GW.

Under CPEC, China’s world-leading photo-
voltaic industry has sensed more opportunities for
cooperation. “In 2022, China's photovoltaic mod-
ule exports to Pakistan has reached approximately
USD 870 million, with a total installed capacity of
3.2GW, a year-on-year increase of 54 percent and
37 percent, respectively,” said LiuYiyang, during an
interview with CEN. “China’s export of photovol-
taic products in 2022 exceeded USD 350 billion for
the first time, showing a skyrocket of more than 80
percent year-on-year.” In emerging markets such as
South Asia, Pakistan has always been one of the in-
dispensable target markets for China’s photovoltaic
module exports. Pakistan imported about USD 1.2
billion in photovoltaic modules in the last fiscal year.
PSA showed that the country’s import demand for
photovoltaic products this year will be around USD
1.8 billion.

In addition, as early as 2021, the Pakistani gov-
ernment made a commitment to increase domestic
clean energy consumption to 60 percent of the total
energy consumption by 2030, and the number of
electric wehicles to reach 30 percent of the number
of wehicles, which means that new impetus has been
injected into the industry and China-Pakistan pho-
tovoltaic cooperation.

However, Pakistan has been plagued by high
electricity prices and unstable power supply for a
long time, showing that photovoltaic energy storage
facilities, as an essential infrastructure that supports
the large-scale application of photovoltaics and oth-

as a major pollulm:lt Onc
of the important visi

er new energy sources and

_ All kinds of energy sources for our promotes carbon neutrality,

top priority for develop-

scribers took as part of hucountn must be promoted tllFDLlE‘th=r Liu pointed out.

study was to a
power plant or wind proj-

awareness. And particularly about

“Se to speak, energy
storage and power gen-

ect which provided her anrenewable sources, people from alleration are of equal im-

opportunity to gather infor-
mation about the important
renewable resources found
in our atmosphere and

walks of life must fulfill their
responsibilities to promote them renewable energy power

portam‘:e Compared with
traditional energy sources,

how to bring them into use
through the mechanical system. I also learned about
the development or planting of mangroves in the
natural environment, which are the most valuable
resource absorbing carbon dioxide gas in the world,
and highly suitable for use in our country given the
the value and benefits of alternative sources of en-
ergy wherein solar energy figured high. It was also
heartening to see that work for protecting the envi-
ronment from degradation was also going on simul-
taneously with a safe source like a pin mill.
Similarly, the sun is an eternal source of energy,
a blessing given by Nature, and with the full use of it
we can easily meet our energy needs without harm-
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generation is generally in-
termittent and volatile.

For the present solar energy in Pakistan, the inte-
grated model of “source-network-load-storage” can
efficiently integrate resources and reduce costs.

In the future, the development of photovolta-
ic projects will enter a new stage, we can certainly
share relevant experience with Pakistan.”

Energy is one of the areas where CPEC has in-
vested the most, progressed the fastest, and achieved
the most remarkable results. “The global photovolta-
ic industry is developing in full swing,” Liu forecast,
“China-Pakistan cooperation in related industries
can make due contributions to the global response
to climate change.” =

| APRIL I5 - MAY 15, 2023



MeMOBILE MAGIC POWER4%

\

GET MORE! ~
ENTERTAINMENT

. q M

3000mah Battery LUDO Game

| 1.8, . 3D Big
céforful Big Powerful
Bright . Powerful % Longrange

- HD Display M M | Speaker ¥ Torchlight

ﬁ MONTHS d
F.—m EEEEE ._J__u

www.memobile.pk b. Sim Slots




XVIA ATHINO IAI

\ 9998

H1O

()|
Q
PR3
QC:J
Q
Ten
Q

#80/* 3003 | QOEL

Business Mews Magazine

Poverty-stricken
Pakistan wastes away 4
billion food every year
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Over a third Df all food produced (~2.5 billion tons) is lost or
wasted every year. One-third of this occurs in the food production
stage. Boston Consulting Group (BCG) estimates this wasted

food is worth $230 billion

akistan, known for its poverty and depen-

dence on relief aid as per world headlines,

has been revealed to be wasting a shocking

amount of food every year. According to
a report by the Ministry of National Food Securi-
ty & Research, Pakistan yearly wastes food worth
$4 billion, which is equivalent to 26% of its food
production. The country wastes a staggering 19.6
million tonnes of food every year, despite efforts to
ensure food security.

Earlier reports surfaced online in 2018, had sug-
gested that around 40% of food in Pakistan is wast-
ed, including food loss during the supply chain, and
annual food wastage in Pakistan is estimated to be
around 36 million tons.

The report by the Ministry of National Food Se-
curity & Research highlighted that most of the food
items are wasted because they do not meet the crite-
ria of appearance, size, or colour. These food items
are excluded from the supply line and end up being
wasted for various reasons. Additionally, the report
also revealed that the majority of food items stored
in kitchens go waste every year for being expire.

It is pertinent to mention here that despite being
an agricultural country, Pakistan is facing an acute
shortage of food items, especially after the recent
past floods and heavy rains. The report’s findings
have raised concerns about the need for more ef
fective measures to reduce food waste in Pakistan.
With the country’s increasing population and lim-
ited resources, food waste is a problem that cannot
be ignored.

If we talk about a worldwide waste of food,
global food waste is a cross-cutting issue that starts
during agricultural production and continues all the
way to landfill. Over 30% of food is lost or wasted
every year. This number is even more striking, given
the large number of hungry people in the world.
Wasted food is not only inefficient, but it's also a
social justice issue.

Global food waste has an enormous environ-
mental impact, too. Food waste is a huge source of
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and wasted nat-
ural resources, and therefore, reducing food waste

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

could help reduce global greenhouse gas emissions,
establish food security, and encourage healthy food
systems.

However, this is not to say people are ignoring
the problem. Many large businesses, startups, and
nonprofits see the issue of food waste as an oppor-
tunity. Billions of dollars and calories of food are
wasted each year, and the benefits of this value can
be recovered.

Rich countries waste the most, as do industrial-
ized countries — which often have a significant im-
pact on this food loss and waste.

Pakistan wastes a staggering
19.6 million tonnes of food each
year, despite efforts to ensure
food security. These food items
are excluded from the supply
line and end up being wasted
for various reasons

“Food loss and waste” is a term used to define
the sum of both types of inefficiencies from unused
food in the food system. This term helps researchers
clearly explain the scope of their studies.

Is there inedible or unavoidable food waste?

Some food byproducts are inedible such as
bones, egg shells, or rough fruit and vegetable peels.
However, the conventions for using these different
parts of food wary from culture to culture. This
makes it hard to quantify how much-wasted food is
indeed unavoidable if wasted food is not consum-
able.

“Researchers tend to include all types of food
waste in their estimations, as it is better to find ways
to prevent these materials from reaching the land-
fill. Sometimes the inedible byproducts of food can
become feedstock for other products and help the

supply chain of agriculture organisations.”
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Owver a third of all food produced (~2.5 billion
tons) is lost or wasted each year. One-third of this
occurs in the food production stage. Boston Con-
sulting Group (BCG) estimates this wasted food is
worth $230 billion.

Researchers estimate the lost food calories from
food waste amount to roughly 24% of the total
available food calories. To put this in perspective,
the UN reports that about a third of the global pop-
ulation, mostly in developing countries and low-in-
come countries, didn't have enough access to food
in 2020-an increase of 320 million people from the
previous year.

The trend is increasing, too. The level of food
wasted globally is expected to rise by another third
by 2030. Similar to the global figures, USDA re-
search from 2010 showed that a third of food pro-
duced was left uneaten.

US EPA estimates suggest that food waste
makes up the largest single category of waste reach-
ing landfills in the US. It accounted for 24 percent
of all landfilled and 22 percent of incinerated solid
waste in 2018.

In total, the US wasted 63 million tons of food in
2018. On the upside, about a third of this was man-
aged using various strategies: animal feed, biobased
material, anaerobic digestion, composting, dona-
tion, fertilizer, and to support environmental costs
like wastewater treatment.
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Could the remaining two-thirds be transformed
into profitable or less damaging activities in order
to prevent greenhouse gases?

There are some unexpected causes for the food
that gets wasted. It's understandable that people
don’t finish large portions of food at restaurants on
a retail and consumer level, but some of the less
obvious reasons for food waste relate to agricultur-
al processes, food safety standards, and consumer
preferences.

Perhaps you recall the reports of Kenyan farm-
ers losing their crops to locusts in 2020. The last
time they swarmed at such a level in 2003-2003, it
resulted in crop damage of $2.5 billion. Locusts are
mainly killed by pest infestations, so improving ac-
cess to pesticides is one way to reduce food loss and
help smallholder farmers.

“Apart from natural causes, personal preferenc-
es also contribute to wasted food. Research shows
that produce buyers avoid “ugly produce.” A fifth
of edible produce that has surface blemishes, grows
in unfamiliar shapes or has unique colouration gets
discarded from grocery stores. This means that
high-income countries are contributing to food
waste in earlier stages at a retail level and that food
and agriculture organizations cannot mitigate this
food loss.”

Climate change also contributes to food losses
and a lack of food security. It makes growing and
harvesting cycles less predictable. Nonseasonal
frost, early spring, and a range of other climatic
shifts are significantly impacting both the prices
farmers set for their crops as well as their ability to
predict the right time to plant and harvest. =
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Prices of cars, mobile
phones set to decline

as RD on 600 luxury

1tems lifte_.
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As a result, consumer items, notably new and old cars, high-tech

mobile phones, home appliances, meal, fish, fruits, vegetables,
footwear, furniture, musical instruments, dog and cat food and
ice cream will become comparatively cheaper

fter the reduction in taxes and abolish-

ment of regulatory duties, it is hoped

that they drastically see a reduction in

prices of mobile phones after the re-
duction in regulatory duty on these devices after
the government imports of over 600 luxury and
non-essential items.

According to the details, the Regulatory Duty
(RDD)) on mobile phones has been halved across
all categories after the expiration of the Statuto-
ry Regulatory Orders (SROs), which means that
we can expect a significant reduction in prices for
smartphones in Pakistan.

The RD on the cheapest mobile phone costing
up to $30 has been reduced to just Rs. 300 per set,
while the RD on mobile phones costing up to $100
has been set at Rs. 3,000 per set and RD on mobile
phones worth up to $200 is now Rs. 7,500.

Similarly, the regulatory duty (RD) on mobile
phones with a value of $201 to $350 is now Rs.
11,000 and phones costing above $350 and up to
$500 will be charged RD of Rs. 15,000. Lastly, the
regulatory duty on mobile phones costing above
$500 will be charged at Rs. 22,000 with an addi-
tional 25% sales tax.

The government has also completely abolished
regulatory duties on the import of used cars of up
to 1,800cc. It also cut duty rates for new cars, mo-
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bile phones and other range of goods drastically
which will significantly cut end consumer prices.

The decision has been taken after the govern-
ment’s policy to contain imports through heavy
taxation hardly made an impact of $400 million
but severely impacted businesses across the coun-
try.

The two Statutory Regulatory Orders (SROs),
which governed the increased rates of regulatory
and additional customs duties, expired on March
31st after the chairman of the Tariff Policy Board
refused to further extend their validity period.

As a result, consumer items, notably new and
old cars, high-tech mobile phones, home applianc-
es, meat, fish, fruits, vegetables, footwear, furni-
ture, musical instruments, dog and cat food and
ice cream will become comparatively cheaper.

The consumers of old used cars of up to the
1800 cc category will get major relief with 100%
regulatory duties being done away with. The new
cars in this category will still attract a 15% regu-
latory duty in addition to other taxes. Regulato-
ry duty rates on mobile phones have been halved
across all the categories as a result of the expiry of
the SROs.

About 500 to 700 imported cars of various en-
gine capacities that are stuck at the ports due to
the non-availability of foreign currency will also
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benefit from the reduced taxes.

While there will be no Regulatory Duty on
used cars of up to 1800cc, there will still be a RD
on new cars of over 1800 cc, albeit at very low
rates, providing a major reduction in prices. The
additional custom duties also stand withdrawn on
these vehicles.

People do not have a choice but to import used
cars due to the low production and poor quality
of locally assembled cars. The current economic
crisis, however, has affected car consumers signifi-
cantly. Some of the benefits of reduced rates will
be offset due to currency devaluation.

Meanwhile, the import bill of mobile phones
has significantly dropped by 71 percent during the
last nine months mainly due to the restrictions im-
posed by the Federal Government and State Bank
of Pakistan to curtail the overall imports of the
country.

The country has imported mobile phones
worth $462.701 million during the first nine
months (July-March) of the current fiscal year
2022-23 as against $1.6 billion in the correspond-
ing period of the previous year showing a decline
of 71 percent, the latest data of Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics showed.

A few months back the Federal Government
and SBP had imposed several resections on luxury
goods including mobile phones to control the soar-
ing imports of the country. The government’s plan
has worked as the import bill of mobile phones
has significantly reduced in the nine months of
the corrent financial year. The imposition of re-

The Regulatory Duty (RD) on
mobile phones has been halved
across all categories after the
expiration of the Statutory Regula-
tory Orders (SROs), which means
that we can expect a significant
reduction in prices for
smartphones in Pakistan

strictions has increased the prices of the phones
in the country. However, the government has re-
cently withdrawn the restrictions, which might
reduce the prices of mobile phones. According
to the PBS data, the country’s mobile phone im-
ports decreased by 55.00 percent on a month-on-
month (MoM) basis in March 2023 and stood at
$14.846 million compared to imports of $33.054
million in February 2023. On an annual basis,
the import of mobile phones has also declined.
Mobile phone imports have shown 91.93 percent
negative growth on a year-on-year (YoY) basis in
March 2023 when compared to $183.804 million
in March 2022. On the other hand, according to
the PBS data, the overall telecom imports into
the country have also registered massive decline
in the period under review. The import was re-
corded at $744.910 million during the July-March
period of the current fiscal year as against $2.137
billion during the same period of the last fiscal
year. On annual basis, the overall telecom imports
registered a negative growth of 86.51 percent and
stood at $36.112 million in March 2023 compared
to $267.705 million in March 2022. On a MoM
basis, the overall telecom imports registered 44.22
percent negative growth in March 2023 compared
to $64.741 million during February 2023. The data
further showed that other apparatus imports stood
at $282.210 million in July-March fiscal year 2023
and registered 47.81 percent negative growth com-
pared to $540.778 million during the same peri-
od of the last fiscal year. On a year-on-year basis,
other apparatus imports stood at $21.266 mil-
lion in March 2023 and registered 74.63 percent
negative growth compared to $83.811 million in
March 2022 and registered 32.89 percent growth
on MoM basis compared to $31.687 million in
February 2023. =
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Jazz posts marked
growth on all counts
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of 2023, hitting FPKR 288,000, up 42% from the
previous quarter. Additionally, the Bank's profit
before tax (PBT) rose by 208% compared to the
same time last year.
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The Bank's impressive revenue increase, ac-
cording to GhazanfarAzzam, President & CEQO of
MMBL, is a result of its great performance across
all business verticals and customer-centric strate-
gy. Mobilink Bank has worked tirelessly to meet
its goals, which include offering inclusive and cut-
ting-edge digital financial products to a wide range
of clientele.

Mobilink Bank has forged strategic allianc-
es with a number of parties, including the Swiss
Capacity Building Facility (SCBF) and CARE
International in Pakistan, to further its goals of
financial inclusion. Through these strategic part-
nerships, the Bank has been able to use its knowl-
edge of finance and digital banking to create new
products and services that are tailored to the par-
ticular requirements of underserved and marginal-

ised populations.

As part of its “4G for all” goal, Jazz invested PKR 3.7 billion in the first
quarter of 2023, bringing its overall investment in Pakistan to $10.4
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billion. The company launched more than 1,000 new 4G sites in the
previous year, raising the total number of subscribers to 73.7 million
and a 174% YoY increase in 4G subscribers to 43.1 million
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azz, the largest mobile network provider in

Pakistan, has released its first-quarter 2023

financial results. Despite facing sizable mac-

roeconomic difficulties, the company is still
dedicated to promoting digital inclusion and put-
ting money into its 4G network.

As part of its “4G for all” goal, Jazz imvest-
ed PKR 3.7 billion in the first gquarter of 2023,
bringing its overall investment in Pakistan to $10.4
billion. The company launched more than 1,000
new 4(3 sites in the previous year, raising the total
number of subscribers to 73.7 million and a 17.4%
YoY increase in 4G subscribers to 43.1 million.

In response to questions about the difficult
business climate and Jazz's ongoing investments
in digital infrastructure, Jazz CEQ Aamir Ibrahim
said: “In the current digital emergency, we are
seeking urgent policy interventions to ensure that
we can continue to provide robust broadband for
Pakistan's growing needs as a digitally progressive
country.”

Jazz's online financial service, JazzCash, ser-
viced 1.4 million customers with digital loans,
gained 14.6 million monthly active users, logged
two billion transactions in the previous year, and
had a gross transaction value of PKR 4.5 trillion.
Jazz World, the business’ self-care app, showed
a 15.9% YoY increase in monthly active users to
reach 12.2 million. As a result of increased expan-
sion, Tamasha, the company’s entertainment plat-
form, had a 5.6x YoY rise in monthly active users
to 3.6 million.

Jazz has consistently increased its revenue mar-
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ket share by about 1% per year over the past five
vyears as a result of its focus on customer-centrici-
ty and innovation, as well as ongoing investments
made across its value chain.

The business has also advocated for the decoun-
pling of the spectrum price from the US dollar,
spreading licence payments over ten annual in-
stallments rather than five, and adopting a regu-
latory strategy to support disciplined inflationary
pricing in order to address the issues facing the
telecom industry.

Mobilink Bank showed outstanding revenue
growth in the first quarter of 2023. According to
the Bank’s unaudited financial filings, its signifi-
cant emphasis on digital banking services and
branchless banking network has resulted in an
amazing 48% growth in revenue.

The success of Mobilink Bank provides an ex-
ample for other businesses of how a single-minded
concentration on client pleasure and financial in-
clusion can result in long-term growth and profit-
ability. As the Bank enters the second quarter, it is
still committed to providing cutting-edge banking

Mobilink Bank showed outstanding revenue
growth in the first quarter of 2023.
According to the Bank’s unaudited financial

solutions to all of its cli-
ents and promoting eco-

The outstanding fi-
nancial results Mobilink
Bank achieved in the first

filings, its significant emphasis on digital banking quarter of 2023 show the

services and branchless banking network has
resulted in an amazing 48% growth in revenue

Bank's strong commercial
resilience and dedication to
promoting financial inclu-
sion in Pakistan. With the

Additionally, branchless banking revenue in-
creased by 61% year over year (YoY) for Mobilink
Bank. The average ticket size of loans provided
also phenomenally increased in the first quarter

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

help of its branchless bank-
ing network and digital banking services, the Bank
has been able to reach underserved populations and
experienced significant revenue growth. m
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PTCL Group posts
double-digit revenue
growth of 23%

During the first quarter of 2023, PTCIL Group sustained its

momentum and strengthened its position as a leading integrated
telecom service provider in Pakistan. Despite the ongoing
challenging macroeconomic conditions, the Group achieved a
23.2% growth in its revenue compared to the same period last year

TCL Group has announced its finan-

cial results for the quarter ended March

31, 2023. The announcement was made

during the Board of Directors’ meeting
held in Islamabad recently.

During the first quarter of 2023, PTCL Group
sustained its momentum and strengthened its po-
sition as a leading integrated telecom service pro-
vider in Pakistan. Despite the ongoing challenging
macroeconomic conditions, the Group achieved a
23.2% growth in its revenue compared to the same
period last year. This substantial growth in reve-
nue is primarily attributable to strong performance
in the fixed broadband, mobile data, business

To mitigate the effects of these challenging issues,
policy intervention by the Government is required
to provide much-needed relief to the sector.

PTCL Group Highlights

+  PTCL Group's revenue of Rs 43.2 billion
in Q1, 2023 is 23.2% higher as compared to the
same period of last year.

+  The Group's profitability was, among oth-
er factors, particularly affected by the significant
bout of devaluation as the Group has unhedged
FOEREEX liabilities. The Group has posted a net
loss of Rs 5.7 billion.

+ PTCL continued its growth by posting
17.1% YoY revenue growth in Q1, 2023.

solutions, and banking
services.

The adverse cffects of P 1 GL: Group strives to provide

macroeconomic challeng-
es that emerged in the year

innovative solutions to

. PTML’s (Ufone)
revenue grew by 20.0%
YoY as compared to Q1,
2022.

. U Bank contin-

2022, continued to affect accelerate grcm?[h fora ‘Digital ued its growth momentum

businesses in 2023 as well.
With continuing increas-
es in energy and fuel tar-
iffs, telecom operators are
faced with significant chal-
lenges to provide quality
services to their consum-
ers at an affordable price
point. Pakistan’s balance

Pakistan’ through robust
telecommunication infrastruc-
ture and a diverse portfolio of
services with enhanced
customer experience

and has achieved a 73.0%
growth in its quarterly rev-
enue over the same period
of last year.

PTCL Highlights

. PTCL’s revenue
of Rs 22.95 billion for the
quarter is 17.1% higher
than Q1 2022, mainly driv-

of payment issues and re-
strictions imposed by the State Bank of Pakistan
on LC opening have impacted the network roll-out
timelines of the operators and also resulted in a sig-
nificant devaluation of the Pakistani rupee against
foreign currencies. This deteriorating rupee-dollar
parity, rising interest rates and additional taxes on
telecom operators, over and above the normal cor-
porate tax, have severely affected the profitability.
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en by growth in carrier &
wholesale and broadband segments.

+ The company has posted an operating
profit of Rs 1.5 billion with a 54.7% growth over
last year and a net profit of Rs 5.5 billion for the
quarter. Increase in non-operating income, due to
translation gain on the Company’s forex-denomi-
nated receivables, dividend income from a subsid-
iary and gain on disposal of obsolete assets due to

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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upgrade and fiberization of the network, played a
significant role in achieving a 187.2% increase in
the company’s net profit as compared to the same
period last year.

PTCL Consumer
Performance

The company’s fixed broadband business
achieved 17.4% growth in revenue YoY which
is primarily attributable to a two-fold increase in
Flash Fiber's revenue and subscribers over the
comparative quarter. The IPTV segment also
showed a 6.2%revenue growth YoY. Voice and
wireless revenue streams have seen a decline due
to the continued conversion of customers to OTT
services and tough competition from cellular op-
erators.

PTCL Business Services

The business services segment continued its
momentum sustaining market leadership in IP
bandwidth, cloud, data centre, and other ICT ser-
vices segments. PTCL’s enterprise business grew
by 12.1% as compared to last year, while the car-
rier and wholesale business continued its growth
momentum and achieved 36.9% overall revenue
growth. International voice revenue has increased
by 22.7% as compared to last year. Despite the
slowdown of economic activity, overall Business
Solutions revenue has shown a remarkable growth
of 27.2% on a year-on-year basis.

Being the national telecom carrier and connec-
tivity backbone in Pakistan, PTCL Group strives to
provide innovative solutions to accelerate growth
for a ‘Digital Pakistan' through robust telecom-
munication infrastructure and a diverse portfolio
of services with enhanced customer experience.
PTCL collaborated with the Ministry of Federal
Education to develop an app called Teleschool Pa-
kistan, which aims to provide free digital learning
for students. The launch of this app by the Prime
Minister of Pakistan in March last attracted wide-
spread attention across Pakistan.

PTML — Ufone Highlights

Continuing its growth trajectory, Ufone record-
ed an impressive 20.0% YoY increase in its reve-
nue. Ufone has recently gained a momentous mile-
stone of achieving 24 million subscribers resulting
in a 0.4 percentage point increase in market share.
Network modernization activities carried out in
the first quarter of 2023, resulted in better cus-
tomer experience for Ufone subscribers. With this
improved customer experience, growth in engage-
ment acquisition numbers and better data speeds,
Ufone has achieved the 2nd highest customer net
adds in the industry during the first quarter. Ufone
4G recently launched a WhatsApp service for a
hassle-free customer experience, collaborated with
Nestlé Pakistan Limited to establish an advanced
customer service solution for Ufone’s BPO oper-
ations and partnered with Islamabad United for
PSLS.

U Bank Highlights

Despite an extremely tough macroeconom-
ic environment, U Bank, the microfinance and
branchless banking subsidiary of PTCL, continued
its growth trajectory and has achieved a remark-
able 73.0% growth in revenue and an impressive
64.5% growth in net profit over the comparative
quarter of last year, while maintaining a strong
balance sheet position. The bank stands resolute in
its commitment towards financial and social inclu-
sion, utilizing its extensive outreach to provide ex-
ceptional services to a diverse clientele across the
length and breadth of the country through its ru-
ral retail banking, corporate finance & investment
banking, Islamic banking, urban retail banking,
corporate banking, and digital banking canvases.

Corporate Social Responsibility

During the first quarter of 2023, PTCL Group
undertook various CSR initiatives to strengthen
its position as a national carrier. Amongst these
initiatives, Ufone 4G proudly collaborated with
ConnectHear to facilitate communication and so-
cialization for the deaf community. The initiative
perfectly resonates with Ufone 4G’s brand philos-
ophy of inclusivity, under which we strive to foster
equality and shared growth. =
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P(C launches Cecil

Hotel to its

historic

grandeur in Murree
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The eventwas attended by Mr.and Mrs. MurtazaHashwani, CEO
of PSL and Deputy Chairman, Hashoo Group, His Excellency,
Mr. Andrew Dalgleish, Acting British High Commissioner,
ambassadors, members of the diplomatic community and local
dignitaries

he grand launch of Cecil Hotel by
Pearl-Continental took place in Murree re-
cently — a beautiful hill station in the Pun-
jab province of Pakistan. The event was
attended by Mr. and Mrs. MurtazaHashwani, CEO
of PSL and Deputy Chairman, Hashoo Group, am-
bassadors, members of the diplomatic community
The highlight of the event was the presence of
His Excellency, Mr. Andrew Dalgleish, Acting Brit-
ish High Commissioner, who praised the efforts of
Hashoo in restoring this historic property to its for-
mer glory. Also present at the event was celebrated
author, Mr. Omar Mukhtar Khan, who wrote the
book “Once Upon a Time in Murree.” Mr. Mukhtar
spoke about the history and heritage of Murree,
which has been beautifully captured in his book, and
how the Cecil Hotel is a fitting tribute to this iconic
hill station. Mr. HasanNajib, Executive Director of
Lakhani Group, lauded the commendable efforts of
Hashoo Group in resurrecting Cecil Hotel’s promi-
nence in Murree. He expressed his optimism for fu-
ture collaborations between the two entities.
The Cecil Hotel by Pearl-Continental is a
170-year-old luxurious property that offers guests a
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unique blend of modern amenities and traditional
hospitality. The heritage wing consists of well-ap-
pointed rooms, restored to their original grandeur,
two dining options that serve local and international
cuisine, and a Victorian theme coffee shop that offers
stunning views of the surrounding mountains.

Mr. HasanNajib, Executive
Director of Lakhani Group,
lauded the commendable
efforts of Hashoo Group in
resurrecting Cecil Hotel’s
prominence in Murree

The Cecil Hotel was originally built to serve as
a summer retreat for British officials and European
visitors. The hotel was designed in the traditional co-
lonial style, with elegant verandas, spacious rooms,
and intricate woodwork. The hotel was equipped
with all the modern conveniences of the time, in-
cluding hot and cold running water, electric lighting,

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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and telephone services.

The COO of Hashoo Group, Hospitality and Ed-
ucation Division, Mr. Haseeb(Gardezi, spoke about
the group’s commitment to preserving the heritage of
Pakistan and promoting tourism in the country. “We
are proud to launch the Cecil Hotel by Pearl-Con-
tinental in Murree, a town that has played such an

important role in the history of Pakistan,” said Mr.
Gardezi. “Our aim is to provide guests with an au-
thentic and unforgettable experience of this beautiful
hill station.” The ceremony took place amidst the
picturesque natural setting of the hotel's outdoors,
boasting breathtaking views of the mountains and
skies. The ambience was further elevated by the en-
chanting live jazz music that resonated through the
air. The guests were given a tour of the hotel and
relished a delectable Hi-Tea comprising an exquisite
assortment of European cuisine, accompanied by re-
freshing tea and coffee.

The launch of the Cecil Homl b}r Pcaﬂ(]mtl—
nental is a significant milestone for the hospitality in-
dustry in Pakistan and is expected to attract tourists
from all over the world. The hotel is now open for
‘bookings, and guests can enjoy a memorable stay in
one of Pakistan's most beautiful destinations.

With its elegant colonial architecture, breathtak-
important part of Pakistan’s history and a valuable
source of cultural heritage for future pgenerations.
Whether you're a history buff, a nature lover, or just
looking for a peaceful escape from the city, the Cecil
Hotel is the perfect place to visit.

Cecil Heritage by Pearl-Continental stands in
the hills of Murree, restored to its original grandeur
with beautiful floors, period furniture and crackling
fires, maintaining its exclusivity and colonial charm
and elegance. The inviting warm ambience takes
you back in time as soon as you step through the
front door. Located on Mountain View Road and
approachable from GPO as well as The Mall, Cecil
Heritage offers rooms, including deluxe rooms, spa-
cious family suites, and presidential suites, offering
modern amenities, such as IPTVs, smart heating and
cooling, telephones, and WiFi. Each room is deco-
rated with period features and a vintage tapestry to
pay homage to Murree’s historical era. The ensuite
bathrooms come equipped with a vintage claw-foot
tub, a separate shower, twin wash basins, radiator,
and a vanity counter. Guests can book their favourite
room and relive the golden period of Murree. m
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s reported by CINBC, the unit is often

the company’s most significant profit

driver. The losses on the chips contrib-

uted to Samsung's quarterly operating
profit dive of 93 percent on the quarter.

According to Bloomberg, one of the biggest
causes of the losses goes back to the start of the
Pandemic, which saw smartphone and PC makers
stockpile chips to get ahead of supply issues. Now,
companies are left with loaded inventories as con-
sumer demand has dropped off amidst high infla-
tion.

The South Korean tech giant will no doubt be
hoping its chip business numbers improve as the
year goes on, with the recent news marking Sam-
sung’s lowest quarterly operating profit since 2009.
The company hopes new smartphone and PC
launches may increase demand, and also expects
an economic recovery in China, which Bloomberg
accounts as the largest market for PCs and smart-
phones. The news may not come as a surprise, as
Samsung showed signs of a poor guarter in its ear-
lier preliminary earnings. It plans to cut its memory
chip production significantly in order to cut down a
nearly 70 percent decline in prices over the previous
nine months.

Despite the company taking a hit on its memory
chips, the smartphone division was able to recoup
some of the losses with a decent quarter, thanks
in no small part to the launch of the Galaxy S23
lineup. Samsung Display Corporation (SDC) saw
earnings in the mobile panel business decline quar-
ter-on-quarter amid a market contraction, while the
large panel business slightly narrowed its losses.

The DX Division’s results improved on the back
of strong sales of the premium Galaxy 523 series as
well as an enhanced sales mix focusing on premium
TVs. The strength in the Korean won against the
US dollar, euro and most major emerging curren-
cies resulted in a negative impact of approximately
KRW 0.7 trillion on company-wide operating prof-
it, mostly in the component business.

In the second quarter, while current market con-
ditions are expected to remain, the DS Division will
focus on boosting technological competitiveness,
including the gate-all-around (GAA) based 2-nano-
meter (nm) process, while meeting the demand for
DDRS5, LPDDR5x and other high-end products.

SDC’s mobile panel business will focus on
meeting demand projections for the second half of
the year, while the large panel business is expected
to see an increase in quarterly sales.

The DX Division aims to maintain solid prof
itability by expanding sales of the Galaxy A series
smartphones and new TV models while also im-
proving cost efficiency.

In the second half of the year, based on expec-
tations of a gradual market recovery and a rebound
in global demand, the DS Division will focus on
high-capacity server and mobile products. The DS
Division will continue to strengthen its techmol-
ogy leadership by expanding customers for lead-

ing-edge products based on
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Memory chips lowers
Samsung’s quarterly

profit by 95%

launches may
increase demand, and also expects for an economic recovery in
China, which Bloomberg accounts as the largest market for PCs
and smartphones

concentrated on completing the PJ3 infrastructure
and on the P4 framework in preparation for mid-
to-long-term supply. Foundry investments focused
on fabs in Taylor, Texas and Pyeongtack, Korea to
address the demand for advanced nodes, while in-
vestments in displays focused on infrastructure and
module production enhancements.

The DS Division posted KRW 13.73 trillion in
consolidated revenue and KRW 4.58 trillion in op-
erating losses for the first quarter.

The Memory Business’s performance fell signifi-
cantly compared to the previous quarter, with ongo-
ing inventory adjustments leading to a decrease in
overall demand amid an economic slowdown and

the GAA process.

SDC’s mobile pan-
el business is expected to
continue leading the high-
end market, while its large
panel business will further

expand in the premium high inventories combined wit

market and improve prof-
itability.

Samsung’s memory chip
business is coming off a
nightmare of a quarter, with

weakened customer spend-
ing.

For DRAM, demand
was sluggish due to inven-
tory adjustments by server
customers, mainly hyper
hscalcrs, purchasing delays
and Set-Build reductions,

falling demand which contribut-with consumer demand

for mobile and PC applica-

The DX Division plans o] 1) g nearly $3.4 billion USD tions not yet recovered. The

to solidify its leadership
in the premium segment,
including foldable smart-
phones and Neo QLED

(about $4.63 billion CAD) loss
from the division.

Memory Business focused
on selling high-value-added
products such as high-den-
sity mobile products and

screens. The DX Division
also aims to increase market share by expanding
collaboration with partners and will enhance prof-
itability by continuing to improve operational effi-
ciency.

The Company’s total capital expenditures in the
first quarter stood at KEW 10.7 trillion, including
KRW 9.8 trillion for semiconductors and KRW
0.3 trillion for displays. Spending on memory was

FACEBOOK COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

meeting server-use DDRS
demand in line with the adoption of new CFPUs.
While prices fell less than the market forecast, bit
growth could not meet the previous guidance.

As for NAND, despite weak demand, the Mem-
ory Business actively responded to trends shifting
toward high-density across overall applications,
such as eStorage of 512GB and above for major
mobile customers and client S5SDs of 1TB and

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

above for PC OEMs. As a result, our bit growth ex-
ceeded the previous guidance.

Looking ahead to the second quarter, as major
hyper scalers invest more conservatively in servers
and customers continue to adjust their inventories,
limited demand recovery is expected.

For DRAM, the Memory Business will respond
to increasing demand for DDRES and high-density
modules led by the launch of new CPUs for servers
and increased demand for Al and will also actively
respond to LPDDR5x demand for mobile high-end
products such as new form factor smartphones.

For NAND, based on cost competitiveness,
the Memory Business plans to actively address the
demand for high-density products across all ap-
plications while responding to customer needs for
high-density storage by creating mobile quad-level
cells (QLC) markets and diversifying product port-
folios.

In the second half, demand is expected to grad-
ually recover as customer inventory levels will have
declined due to inventory adjustments occurring
since the second half of last year. Set-Build demand
is expected to improve with the launch of new
smartphones and PC promotion. In addition, the
portion of DDRS5 for servers is expected to increase
due to the expansion of new CPU adoption, and
content-per-box will continue to grow as the transi-
tion to high-core CPUs accelerates.

For DRAM, the Memory Business plans to ac-
celerate the conversion of cutting-edge nodes for
DDRS5 and LPDDR5x and actively respond to the
strong market demand for HBM3 8H and 12H.

For NAND, the Memory Business will
strengthen supply operations for products that cus-
tomers need by creating a mobile QLC market and
expanding the supply of cutting-edge nodes such as
Viand V8. =
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since the government raised Federal Ex-

cise Duty (FED) estimated 154% on ciga-
rettes. The effects of this FED hike caused a heavy
increase in the overall taxes on the sale of cigarettes,
which has jolted the legitimate tobacco industry in
the country. As a consequence of cigarette prices
hitting the roof, the tobacco market has been flood-
ed with over 70 new brands of cigarettes during the
span of just two months.

‘While the owners of the beverage industry have
also claimed that is not the first time that the bev-
erage industry has borne the brunt of government
policies. Available documents reveal that CCI has
repeatedly vocalised how the beverage industry has
dealt with discriminatory taxes and policies. It is the
only industry, within the Food & Beverage (F&B)
sector, that is paying the FED in a good amount. [t
is also the only one amongst various water-consum-
ing industries that are paying water charges, as well
as the only industry within the F&B sector that is
being threatened with the imposition of the Health
Levy. The carbonated beverage industry is currently
paying 13% FED, along with a 7% super tax and
17% GST to the government. Further implementing
the Sugar Levy, on top of high FED, will double tax-
ation hence potentially driving legitimate tax-paying
manufacturers in the beverage industry to collapse.

According to the beverage industry, an incre-
ment in FED has always adversely impacted pro-
duction volumes, considering the product is highly
price elastic. The effect of it then trickles down to
others, threatening employment, and the incomes
of auxiliary businesses across the chain, hence caus-
ing an overall rise in the substitution effect, whereby
customers switch to sub-standard beverages.

During a media briefing session, representatives
of the Pakistan Tobacco Company Limited (PTC)
disclosed that the incidence of illicit cigarettes has
sharply increased due to the availability of smuggled
cigarettes at cheaper rates. This has forced price-con-
scious consumers to turn to cheaper, smuggled, and
illicit cigarettes.

PTC officials revealed that from the period be-
tween July 2021 to March 2022, PTC’s contribution
to the national exchequer was Rs 85 billion. Howev-
er, the revenue collected during the same period this
year only increased by a meagre 14% to Rs 97 bil-
lion, despite an excise increase of over 200% in both
tiers of cigarettes since June 2022. Such disappoint-
ing figures are constantly discouraging investment
and are threatening the Large-Scale Mamufacturing
(LSM) sector in Pakistan.

The representatives informed that PTC con-
tributes to around 80% of the total revenue collect-
ed from the tobacco industry, whereas only 2% is
contributed by the illicit sector. The officials also
revealed that sales volumes for March 2023 have

completely flipped, with legitimate industry sales

he smuggling of cigarettes and interna-
tional brands of beverages has increased

standing at 1.84 billion sticks in March, as opposed
to 4.84 billion sticks in Jan 2023 (pre-mini budget).
Similarly, the illicit volume has expanded exponen-
tially from 2.85 billion sticks in January 2023 to 4.8
billion sticks in March 2023.

According to PTC data, over 100 brands of
smuggled cigarettes without graphic health warn-
ings have flooded the market, blatantly disregarding
all regulations set by the Government of Pakistan,
even without fearing the possibility of being caught
up. PTC officials recorded a 30% increase in sales of

smuggled cigarettes during March 2023 only.

FACEBOOK COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Free download: flare.pk

High taxes

ECONOMY

FLARE REPORT

open

floodgate of
smuggled cigarettes,

beverages

i s v =

More th

an 100 }Ijrands. of smg]ed cigarettes

health warnings have flooded the market blatantly disregarding
all regulations set by the Government of Pakistan, even without

fear of being caught up

Enforcement agencies require an iron hold to
lay on the illicit sector to plug this growing cleft be-
tween the legitimate and illicit sectors. The imple-
mentation of track and trace must be consistent and
be implemented in letter and spirit. A nationwide
enforcement campaign to curtail the menace of il-
licit cigarettes must be carried out to ensure the right
results for the already ailing economy:.

Before the mini-budget was released in February
2023, the excise on a pack of Tier 1 cigarettes was
130 rupees, whereas it was increased to Rs 330 in
the mini-budget, amounting to an increase of 154%.

Similarly, the excise on a pack of Tier 2 cigarettes

While owners of the beverage
industry have also claimed that
is not the first time that the
beverage industry has borne the
brunt of government policies

was increased from Rs 41 to Rs 101, amounting to
an increase of 146%. Despite the drastic increase in
both tiers, the Fetail Price Threshold was increased
by a meagre 35% to Rs 9,000 per 1,000 cigarettes.
This has created an anomaly and has opened up a
dead zone for any cigarette pack to be viably priced
between Rs 180 and Rs 330.

Responding to a query, the officials of the indus-
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try stated that despite the letters sent to the Ministry
of Finance to remove the anomalies in taxes that
emerged after the mini-budget, the Ministry has not
considered the request of the industry.

Islamabad desperately needs to secure $1.2 bil-
lion, part of a $7 billion bailout package of the IMF
program it secured in 2019. The latest tranche was
originally due in November 2022 but it was delayed
as the global lender demanded a clear roadmap
from Islamabad on bridging revenue shortage be-
sides ending energy subsidies.

Facing a default scare, Pakistan proposed to in-
crease taxes on certain goods to raise 170 billion ru-
pees in extra revenue during the current fiscal year
ending July. Shortfalls in revenue collection were
among the reasons that held up IMF’s Oth review
discussions with cash-strapped Pakistan earlier this
month. The Finance Division also issued a notifica-
tion increasing the general sales tax by one per cent
to 18 per cent - these measures are expected to raise
Rs 115 billion. However, since the government has
agreed to a target of Rs 170 billion in new taxes with
the IMF, the remaining Rs 55 billion would be col-
lected through increased excise duty on airline tick-
ets and sugary drinks.

Global ratings agency Fitch downgraded Paki-
stan’s sovereign credit rating by two notches CCC+
to CCC-, citing critically low reserves and difficult
conditions set by the IMF. The agency said that in
its view “default or debt restructuring” was now a

real possibility. m
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Google launches Lab
in Pakistan to boost up
apps development

<>

Google Developers

Apps Growth Lab 2023 is most suited for early-stage gaming and

tools, and utility app developers who have a company-owned Play
Store with at least one app published, and a company-owned
Google Ads account and are ready to start their user acquisition

strategy with their in-house team

ollowing the launch of the Gaming
Growth Lab in Pakistan last year, Google
has launched its first ‘Apps Growth Lab’
in Pakistan, with an aim to help local app
developers accelerate and grow their businesses.

The four-month hybrid education programme
is designed to identify high-potential app develop-
ers, studios, and companies which are looking to
scale their businesses in the mobile app industry.

Pakistan's mobile market continued to experi-
ence robust growth for the fourth consecutive year,
with 3.52 billion app downloads in 2022. This
places the country in the 9th position globally, ac-
cording to a report.

Apps Growth Lab 2023 is most suited for ear-
ly-stage gaming and tools, and utility app develop-
ers who have a company-owned Play Store with
at least one app published and a company-owned
Google Ads account and are ready to start their
user acquisition strategy with their in-house team.

It will offer participants access to more than 25
industrial and Google experts as well as valuable
resources in areas such as Google Ads, AdMob
and Play, Firebase, and gTech and supportive ses-
sions designed to help them achieve success.

Google said that the launch of the programme
demonstrates its commitment to promoting the
growth of Pakistan’s app industry both locally and
globally. Farhan 5. Qureshi, Google’s Regional
Director for Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lan-
ka, said that the tech giant’s ongoing efforts aim
to support Pakistani developers and help them ex-
pand their work.

The App Growth Lab is based on four core
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pillars: build, develop, launch, and scale. The
‘Build’ phase aims to help participants understand
the global app and gaming opportunities and set
their company's strategy. The ‘Develop’ phase
focuses on user-centric product development and
leveraging technology for long-term success. The

The launch of Google’s App
Growth Lab in Pakistan is a
game-changer for Pakistani entre-
preneurs seeking growth in their
app businesses. The programme
provides entrepreneurs with the
necessary knowledge, resources,
and mentorship to excel in the
competitive app market

‘Launch’ component teaches strategies to win the
launch, set up monetisation models, and maximise
Google’s data tools for growth. Lastly, ‘Scale’ cov-
ers launching the app to the world and leveraging
market and platform diversification strategies.

The programme is set to launch in June 2023
and will conclude with a graduation event in La-
hore in October 2023. Applications are set to close
on May 22, 2023.

Saad Hameed, CEO of Game District, encour-
aged local app developers to apply, saying that his
team has “one of the most insightful” experienc-
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es with the Gaming Growth Lab Pakistan pro-
gramme by Google in 2022.

With Pakistan's booming population of over
230 million people and growing mobile phone
penetration rate, it's no surprise that the country
has become a hotbed for app developers and entre-
prencurs. However, despite the growing demand
for mobile apps, many entrepreneurs struggle to
make their apps successful due to a lack of re-
sources and knowledge.

That'’s where Google’s App Growth Lab comes
in, providing Pakistani entrepreneurs with the nec-
essary tools and resources to excel in the competi-
tive app market.

The launch of Google’'s App Growth Lab in
Pakistan is a game-changer for Pakistani entre-
prencurs who are seeking growth in their app
businesses. The programme provides entrepre-
neurs with the necessary knowledge, resources,
and mentorship to succeed in the competitive app
market. With the App Growth Lab, Pakistani en-
trepreneurs now have a platform to learn from in-
dustry experts and connect with other like-minded
individuals. So, if you're a Pakistani entrepreneur
looking to grow your app business, don't miss out
on this opportunity to take your business to the
next level.

Google has released Android 14 Beta 1.1. As
the rather weird naming implies, this is a mere
small update to the first beta, which came out
a couple of weeks ago. The next, second beta is
scheduled for next month, so you might be won-
dering why Google would go through the trouble
of releasing an intermediary version right now.

The answer is bugs. Apparently, the company
thought some of the bugs running around in Beta
1 were too annoying to let be until Beta 2 comes
around, and that’s how Beta 1.1 came about.

Google releases Android 14 Beta 1.1 patch, fix-
ing a lot of bugs

The new build is labelled UPB1.230309.017.
Al for Pixel 6, Pixel 6 Pro, and Pixel 6a units on
Verizon, and UPB1.230309.017 for all others. It's
going out over-the-air to the Pixel 4a 5G and lat-
er models which are enrolled in the Android Beta
Program. As usual with Google updates, expect
the rollout to take at least a few days if not more,
to reach all eligible devices.

Google highlights a few of the bugs that have
been squashed:

Fixed an issue where the system Ul crashed
when trying to access the Wallpaper & Style screen
either through the Settings app or by long-pressing
from the home screen.

Fixed some issues that prevented fingerprint
unlock from being used.

Fixed an issue where the status bar did not dis-
play the mobile network.

Fixed an issue that prevented a SIM card or
eSIM from being detected or activated in some
cases.

Fixed an issue where the lock screen displayed
a message with an unresolved string placeholder
when Smart Lock was enabled.

Last year, Google launched the seventh edition
of its Google for Startups Accelerator (GFSA) for
Southeast Asia (SEA) and Pakistan, where it will
enroll up to 15 seed and series A startups, particu-
larly in fintech, health tech, retail and e-commerce,
and SME-focused B2B solutions.

The three-month programme would help start-
ups solve their specific challenges by providing
the best of Google resources: Google mentors,
a network of new contacts to help them on their
journeys, and the most cutting-edge technology,
Google said.

Since Google’s first GFSA launch in 2016, it
has supported over 90 startups, who have then
gone on to raise over $5.4 billion in funding and
created more than 1,600 jobs across Southeast
Asia and Pakistan.

A notable alumnus is DeafTalk from Pakistan,
which participated in GFSA 2020 and has provid-
ed accessibility solutions for deaf people, includ-
ing online sign language interpretation, audio-vid-
eo translation and sign language training. =
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New powerful vivo Y73 with
sleek design & 64MP AF camera
available in Pakistan

vivo has also brought users new upgrades in technology — theRear Camera 4K Video Function,
for instance, allows you to take videos with crystal-clear definition, any time of the day.Then, give
your imaging quality a boost with features such as Fye Autofocus and Ultra Stabilization

ivo’s new Y73 has arrived, bringing along
rful specs for the ultimate smartphone
experience.
Built to serve savvy users lookingfor the
perfect balance of aesthetics and functionality — the

and high-quality shots of the vivid night scene.You

can further amp up your night shots with four stylish

City Night Filters, each one specially created for dif-
ferent styles and preferences.

vivo has also brought users new upgrades in tech-

nology — theRear Camera

4K Video Function, for in-

stance, allows you to take

videos with crystal-clear

definition, any time of the

games! No problem, this smartphone has got you
covered — you will still have a perfect mobile experi-
ence even if you are a heavy user.

day. Then, give your imag-
Y 7 3 ing quality a boost with fea-
tures such as Eye Autofo-
7.38mm Ultra Slim Glass cus and Ultra Stabilization.

BGB RAM +12BGE ROM
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vivo Y 73 features key upgrades that are added value
to the Y-series.These upgrades focus on key func-
tions that users interact with every day so that they
can maximize every moment in their busy lives.

4P Hight
Camein

Designed to Perfection, Built to Last

The Y73 shines in both aesthetics and durabil-
ity — making it a winner for heavy users who are
always on the go. For one, the elegant phone has a
sleek design with a 7.38mm Ultra-Slim Body for a
comfortable hold.

T
i

7.38mm 170,

The device is lightweight with a 170g Light Grip
and fits easily into your pocket, so you don’t have
to worry about having to carry it around. Designed
with a timeless touch, the vivo Y73 comes in two co-
lours for unique tastes -Roman Black for the classic
lovers, and Diamond Flare for those who prefer to
stand out from the crowd!

Built with innovative glass technology, the vivo
Y73s screen is scratch resistant and durable to sup-
port your active lifestyle. Now, you can push the new
Y73 as far and as hard as you push yourself.

Freeze Everyday Moments with Great Quality

Beyond its outstanding form and design, the vivo
Y73 is equipped with formidable imaging functions
designed for Selfie and Video enthusiasts to unleash
their creativity. One highlight is the 64MP AF Cam-
erawith Night Modethat allows you to take beautiful

25D
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64MP Night Camera

Moreover, there is also
the Dual-View Video fea-
ture that allows you to use
the Front andRear Camera
at the same time — en-
abling you to double your
creative prowess. Selfie lov-
ers will enjoy the 16MP Front Camera, which boasts
enhancement features such as Super Night Selfie and
Portrait Lighting!

When you have explored and discovered all the
star imaging features of the vivo Y73, there are more
in store for you. The Front Camera, for instance,

brings along fun features such as the Steadiface Selfie
Video, as well as enhancement features such as light
filters and Video Face Beauty. The Rear Camera is
the photography enthusiasts’ paradise, with features
such as Super Macro, Bokeh Portrait and Multi-Por-
trait to help you level up your creative work.

These are subtle yet impactful improvements in
the quality of life for vivo users —try the vivo Y73 out
and experience the difference yourself!

Bringing Viewing Pleasure to the Next Level

Users of the vivo Y73 can expect to enjoy bril-
liant and realistic digital content on the smart-
phone’s 6.44-inch 60Hz FHD+Screen that boasts a
2400x1080 Ultra- High Resolution.

In particular, the AMOLED Screenstands outfor
its picture-perfect clarity, as well as optimized screen
real-estate for a top-notch full-screen experience. The
smartphone includes an In-Display Fingerprint Fea-
ture which can read your fingerprint with a single
touch with imperceptible speed. Also noteworthy
is the thin yet tough glass, which upgrades the vivo
¥73 to be the elegant beast when it comes to form

The vivo Y73 is perfect for multi-taskers look-
ing to be even more productive, thanks to its 8GB +
4GB Extended RAM that keeps the phone running
smoothly even under heavy usage. More apps, more

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

‘Whether it is having more apps running, or
switching between apps seamlessly, this one is per-
fect for the multi-tasker to manage work, life, and
fun. Gamers will also enjoy the Multi-Turbo Ultra
Game Mode, for the boost that you need to have for
winning!

For power users, this phone meets their needs
and more with its generous 8GBE RAM + 128GB
Storage. Fast speed can also be expected, thanks to
the powerful Mediatek Helio (G935 processor. What is
more, with a 4000mAhBattery Capacitythatsupports
up to 33W FlashChargefast charging, the vivo Y73 is
capable of keeping up with any fast-paced and active
lifestyle — there is nothing to stop you from hitting
the streets late at night, or closing that next deal!

Price & Availability

All in all, the vivo Y73 comes with powerful
specs for the ultimate smartphone experience —
perfect for enhancing the lives of all who use it. The
outstanding vivo Y73 is now available for purchase
across Pakistan at the price of Rs. 80,990 only.

vivo offers a one-year warranty for Y73 along
with 15 days free replacement and 6 months warran-
ty for accessories. vivo Y73 is duly approved by Pa-
kistan Telecommunications Authority and supports
all mobile networks in Pakistan. Zong customers can

also get 12GB Free Mobile Internet by using their
4G SIM card in Slot 1 (2GE Internet / month for 6
months). m
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o keep the benefits of naturally pink salt

founded in Himalayan, US-based com-

pany Miracle Saltworks Collective Inc

plans to invest nearly $200 million in
curating, processing, distributing, and importing
Pink Himalayan Salt from Pakistan. Pink Hima-
layan salt is a type of salt that’s naturally pink in
colour and mined near the Himalayas in Pakistan.
Salt gives minerals and provides incredible health
benefits.

As per the PID statement, the representatives
of the company met the Ambassador of Pakistan
to the United States Masood Khan in Washington
and conveyed their plans.

The investment would be made in preparing
feasibility, reserve report,upgradation of mining
procedures and processes, construction of world-
class processing and packaging facility, and com-
munity development programs.

During a briefing by the top leadership of
Miracle Saltworks Collective Inc. (MSCI), it was
informed that Pakistan, with its geographical mo-
nopoly of the resource, has huge reserves of Pink
Salt with a potential earning of $12 billion annu-
ally.

According to an estimate, the country possess-
es approximately 22.22 billion tons of natural re-
sources, concentrated mostly in Salt Range areas
of Kala Bagh, Warcha, Khewra, and Bahadur-
Khel, with an immense potential of kick-starting
massive economic activity.

MSCI President Ahmed N. Khan said that a
multi-pronged solution featuring public-private
partnership under a clearly defined policy was be-
ing worked out to assist the government in regu-
lating and encouraging the private sector to take
a lead role in exploiting the existing potential. He
said that the company was undertaking a joint
venture with Pakistan Mineral Development Cor-
poration.

The company plans to raise market awareness
globally and reach 10 million tons of verified ex-
traction by 2030. Two world-class processing
and distribution facilities would be established in
Doha and China to fulfil global demand for Paki-
stani products.

Ambassador Khan welcomed MSCI’s interest
in making investments and promoting Pink Salt.
He said that the government was committed to
providing every possible facility to international
investors and the business community intending
to invest in traditional and non-traditional sectors
of the economy.

The ambassador assured the leadership of Mir-
acle Saltworks of every possible support of the
embassy in facilitating early finalization and im-
plementation of their business plan in the country.

Pink salt is popping up in supermarkets and
health food stores everywhere, but what exactly
are the benefits of this product? With a unique fla-
vour profile and countless potential health bene-
fits, pink salt can add something special to your ev-
eryday diet. From reducing hypertension to aiding
in digestion, there are many amazing ways that
this natural mineral can boost your overall health.

Pink Himalayan salt is a unique type of salt
harvested from Punjab and the Himalayan moun-
tains of Tibet. [t contains more than 85 beneficial
minerals that cannot be found in other salts, in-
cluding calcium, iron, magnesium, zinc and po-
tassium. This pink salt is known for its pink hue,
with pinkish hues ranging from pale pink to bold
reddish pink. Pink Himalayan salt also has many
health benefits, such as regulating blood sugar lev-
els and promoting healthy skin and hair.

Additionally, it's an all-natural alternative to
table salt that adds flavour to dishes without add-
ing any additional sodium. With its natural miner-
al content and added health benefits, pink Hima-
layan salt is an excellent choice for those looking
for a flavorful way to enhance their meals.

Pink Himalayan salt has been praised for its
many benefits, ranging from its trace minerals and
elements to its natural pink/ pinkish-orange hue.
While the salt itself is relatively expensive, it is
proven to be much healthier than regular table salt
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US company willing
to invest in quality
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During a briefing

production of Pink salt

by the top leadership of Miracle Saltworks
Collective Inc. (MSCI), it was informed that Pakistan, with its
geographical monopoly of the resource, has huge reserves of
Pink Salt with a potential earning of $12 billion annually

due to the abundance of essential minerals that
are not present in regular salt, such as potassium,
magnesium, and calcium.

Not only can this salt help release vital vita-
mins and minerals into your body, but it may also
contribute to improved muscle function, increased
circulation, regulate blood pressure, support nerve
functions and more. Considering these pink salt
benefits, it might be worth considering pink Hima-
layan salt as a culinary staple in your kitchen!

Pink Himalayan salt also has
many health benefits, such as
regulating blood sugar levels
and promoting healthy skin
and hair

Pink salt carries many beneficial properties,
particularly for respiratory diseases. The pink salt
is produced from natural Himalayan crystal salts
with pink colour and incredibly high mineral con-
tent, including trace minerals such as iron, calei-
um, potassium, magnesium and much more.

Using pink salt to treat respiratory disorders
has been gaining popularity due to its high io-
dine and bromide levels, which can help reduce
inflammation in the airways. Additionally, pink
salt releases natural anti-inflammatory ions during
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inhalation which can act as a bronchodilator to
significantly ease and improve breathing difficul-
ties. These benefits make pink salt an increasingly
sought-after therapy among those suffering from
respiratory issues or allergies.

Pink salt is an amazing way to reduce your
stress levels and improve feelings of relaxation.
Unlike many other remedies, pink salt has a num-
ber of unique benefits due to its high concentration
of trace minerals; it is particularly rich in magne-
sium, calcium, sulfur, and potassium. All of these
components help the body remain balanced and
healthy, leading to better moods, more energy, and
improved relaxation.

Pink salt is an efficient natural mineral that
helps promote restful sleep. It contains numer-
ous beneficial minerals, including magnesium,
calcium, and potassivm -- all key components
of a healthy diet. Pink salt helps to support the
body’s natural circadian rhythm leading to better
sleep quality and therefore improved energy levels
during the day.

Pink salt used in a warm bath can be especially
helpful before bedtime to improve relaxation and
induce a deeper sleep. Pink salt also releases neg-
ative ions when heated which can improve stress
levels, promoting an overall sense of calmness and
tranquillity. As importantly, pink salt also helps
restore electrolyte balance in the body, leading to
better sleep and enhanced physical performance

during waking hours. =
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Internet outage due to May 9
incidents caused huge
revenue loss to CMOs
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In the wake of the arrest of former prime minister Imran Khan on May 9, a wave of unprecedented Internet
blockage swept across the country, plunging millions of Pakistanis into a state of digital isolation. The most
affected sector in this milieu 1s telecom companies which suffered financial losses estimated at Rs2.46
billion due to the suspension of broadband internet services while the government’s loss of around Rs860
million in tax revenue is in addition to it. It is quite noticeable and painful that on any occasion, ¢vent,
rallies and protest, the first thing the government does, 1s shutting down the internet across the country.
This extreme measure taken at once causes revenue losses to the government 1n billions of rupees besides
the loss of billions of rupees to telecom operators. Aggrieved by this situation Chief Marketing Officers
(CMOs) of different mobile phone companies wrote letters to Chairman PTA, the Ministry of IT and
Telecom and the government of Pakistan to seek compensation for the revenue they faced due to a
three-day mobile phone internet outage. Nearly 125 million people engaged in this sector, have been
affected by the government’s decision to suspend mobile broadband and block access to social media apps
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he eruption of wide-scale untoward in-

cidents in reaction to the arrest of Imran

Khan on May 9 last, led to a complete block-

ing of mobile internet and other internet ser-
vices by the government across the country, on which
GSMA, International Communication and all major
companies operating in Pakistan were badly affected
in terms of the revenues, business and employment.
The companies which have put billions of rupees into
this business are now up against serious issues aris-
ing out of protracted blocking of the internet service
and the apps. The mobile phone companies as such
through letters have informed the government and
the Pakistan Telecom Authority about what they suf-
fered along with recording their protest. In the letter,
they painfully told the federal government and the
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) about
their failure to pay due deference to the constitution-
ally provided basic right to do business and also about
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the colossal financial losses to the companies which

occasioned due to the blocked internet service so that

they are duly compensated for their losses to be able to
smoothly run the business.

The content of letters is being published so that the

readers could get precise information while we, as an

- organization, are

also trying to pres-

ent the facts with

the aim of encour-

aging investments

in the country

and restoring the

confidence of

those companies

which have made

investments and

are working to

promote business
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in Pakistan. The government has also been urged to
keep up a conducive environment for business and
investment which is very necessary to fetch foreign
companies to invest their money, without hesitation,
in businesses, particularly in the IT and telecom sec-
tors of Pakistan. It is all the more necessary when Pa-
kistan is already facing the worst crisis in these sectors
since last year. Due to the economic meltdown and
restrictions on imported goods due to the LC factor,
these sectors have already faced many setbacks which
have forced thousands of people to lose their jobs
while the salaries of thousands of others have also
been cut down due to the financial crunch in the IT
and telecom sectors.

It is quite notable that the IT sector is on the way to
development all over the whole world while Pakistan
is on the downslide on this count mainly due to mis-
management and corruption. Representatives of more
than 30 mobile phone manufacturing and assembling
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companies said that there are serious problems in the
country for the last year in terms of manufacturing
and selling mobile phones that have resulted in slow
progress in this sector. One of the main issues is said
to be the letter of credit (LC) which has brought about
enormous problems and made it difficult to bring mo-
bile phones in Pakistan through parts and investors
which have rendered factories worth billions of rupees
unable to give output up to the mark as basic material
was unavailable. The companies are still much wor-
ried and struggling
to overcome the
problems. Against
this backdrop, the
difficulties of the
companies Were
much compound-
ed when after
May 9, the inter-
net services and
other services of
the mobile phone
companies Were
stopped, after the
gory incidents, which made not only the companies
but also customers to come under serious difficulties.
The blocking of the internet in the real sense of the
word, jammed the wheel of the economy wherein, the
financial condition of the mobile phone companies
was the worst hit.

There has been a severe blow to the mobile busi-
ness. When contacted, the representative of a large
mobile phone company said that through a letter they
informed the government of Pakistan that the sus-
pension of internet services on May © and after has
caused them monetary loss to the tune of over 110
million. The revenue loss during that days is just to
one company, while the loss to other three large com-
panies runs into billions.

The sources in the mobile phone sector said that
the mobile phone companies in the letter have told
the government about their problems getting piled up
every next day with specific reference to the said days
when the long-duration of internet outages hugely
aggravated their financial and other allied problems.
They tried to explain to the government the legal and
constitutional obligations which require it to ensure
the safety and protection of their business without
making them suffer the results of a situation which
is not due to their
fault. Sources fur-
ther said that mo-
bile phone com-
* | panies are already

- facing serious

Rana Sanaullah Khan
Interior Minister of Pakistan

L.

Syed Aminul Haque

Federal Miniser (1T & 'l'FI ELI M)

worlkforce because
of the decrease in
profit and busi-
ness. All the in-
vestors are expressing serious concerns that how the
business will continue in such an unfavourable and
unfriendly environment whereof the expenses of the
companies are continuing to soar against decreased
reverme from the business. Sources say the income or
revenue scale of the mobile phone companies gets dis-
turbed for almost the entire year in case their services
remain shut down for just one day. Because the com-
panies run their business on very low margins mainly
because there is a lack of control over the dollar rate.
While talking to Flair, representatives of the com-
pany said the government over the last year has been
implementing such conditions for the letter of credit
which have made it impossible for them to fulfil the
conditions laid down in the license given by the Pa-
kistan Telecom Authority. So, in these conditions, it
will be very difficult to extend the services of modern
technology to the people of Pakistan. He said that at
present the letter of credit requests of the four major
mobile phone companies are with the government or
the State Bank, but no adequate response has been
recerved. Therefore, the companies are facing severe
difficulties in providing services to remote areas of the
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country. They said if the situation persisted, internet
and other services may also be limited to other parts
of the country. In the presence of high inflation, the
unstable dollar rate has added fuel to the fire as such
investors are avoiding putting any further money in
business in the country. The representatives suggest-
ed that stakeholders of all the mobile phone compa-
nies operating across the country and the government
should sit together to find a solution to this serious
problem so that necessary facilities like telecommu-
nication, and IT reach the people. The letter written
by CMOs reads, “INeedless to say that the ongoing
and indefinite suspension of Wireless Data services at
such a scale has created immense challenges for the
CMOS along with creating serious difficulties for the
masses across Pakistan as well as impacting the digital
and financial services that are the lifeline of an over-
whelming number of economic sectors as well as the
populace.

Therefore, we strongly urge PTA (Authority) to
immediately allow us to restore our Licensed services,
ie. NGMS/Wireless Data services Nationwide. We
would also like to urge the Authority to move the case
to the relevant quarter for payment of compensation
for the losses incurred to us during these forced na-
tionwide outages, as per Law.

We would once again like to assure the Federal
Government and Authority that we will continue to
cooperate with the Government where there is a gen-

Sources further said that
mobile phone companies are
already confronting serious
problems and almost all are
downsizing their workforce only
for the reason of phenomenal
decrease in profits and business

uine need to suspend service temporarily. time-spe-
cific and on-site-to-site or location basis as provided
for in the relevant Policy of the Federal Government,
instead of blanket Nationwide blockades/suspension
of services.”

“We representing the Cellular Mobile Operators
(“CMOS”) are collectively writing to you with refer-
ence to PTA’s email dated Oth May 2023 and subse-
quent WhatsApp messages on the captioned subject
of crucial importance, carrying instructions for sus-
pension of mobile/wireless broadband data services
across Pakistan till further notice.

The CMOS, being law-abiding corporates were
prompt to comply with the above-mentioned and
hitherto unprecedented directives regarding the na-
tionwide
= | blockade/
| suspension
of data ser-
vices,  re-
ceived from
the Authori-

;| ty. Our com-
z pliance with
Nationwide
Blocking,
despite the
fact that the
instructions
& above were
bevond
- the scope
of limited blocking/suspension covered by the Pol-
icy Directive dated 26.12.2009, PTA’s SOP dated
15.02.2010 and our respective cellular mobile license
obligations were based on PTA instructions and the
empirical situation. The Act (i.e the Pakistan Tele-
communication Re-organization Act, 1006) has clear-
ly not authorized either the Federal Government or
PTA to suspend our NGMS/Cellular Mobile services
Nationwide and for an indefinite period without the
proclamation of Emergency under Article 232 of the
Constitution. Whereas blocking/suspension of ser-
vices under section 8(3)(c) of the Pakistan Telecom-
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munication (Re-org) Act, 1996 read with the Policy of
the Federal Government as also treated in the Supreme
Court proceedings on the subject, is purely event spe-
cific and localized, and for designated locations only.”
It is worth mentioning here that the unavailability of
popular social media platforms, such as Facebook,
Twitter, and YouTube, on May @ and after, caused

significant dmtuphons Not only did it impact social
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interactions, but businesses relying on these platforms
for marketing and communication also faced consid-
erable setbacks. Furthermore, interruptions in online
business education hindered the growth and progress
of aspiring entrepreneurs, impeding skill development
and economic opportunities.

Disruptions in social media platforms, online ser-
vices, transportation, hospitality, freelancing, and the
IT sector have resulted in financial losses, user incon-
veniences, and setbacks for entrepreneurs. Prompt
action by the government and telecom service pro-
viders is vital to restore stability, ensure uninterrupted
services, and minimize the impact on the economy
and related sectors. Online transportation services,
including ride-hailing platforms like Uber, and food
delivery services were not spared from the telecom
sector’s challenges. Users encountered difficulties in
commuting, while
businesses in these
industries  expe-
rienced financial
losses. The smooth
operation of these
services  heavily
relies on efficient
) telecommunica-
tions  infrastruc-
ture, making them
vulnerable to inter-
‘ tuptions. The trou-

bles of the telecom
sector however extended beyond these services. Twin
cities like Rawalpindi and Islamabad, which house
approximately 90,000 points of sale for online trans-
actions, faced significant challenges in conducting
business during the suspension period. Around 12,000
hotels providing online delivery services also suffered

The blackout has also sparked a re-evaluation of
risk and future prospects for seed funding among in-
vestors. The connectivity breakdown has impacted the
investment landscape, leading to a cautious approach
and a reassessment of investment strategies. Investors
are closely monitoring the sitnation, evaluating the
ability of startups to sustain their operations and de-
liver returns on investment in the face of connectivity
challenges. This shift in investor sentiments may have
long-lasting implications for the startup ecosystem,
influencing funding opportunities and the overall
growth trajectory of early-stage ventures.

The long-term fallout of the Internet blackout on
startups and seed funding is a pressing concern for the
entrepreneurial ecosystem in Pakistan. m

Muhammad Naveed
Acting Chairman PTA
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Commenting on the report, Max Cuvellier, Head of Mobile
for Development, GSMA said: “It is promising to see the
continued growth of mobile money worldwide. Mobile money
has afforded millions of unbanked and underserved people In
low- and middle-income countries access to digital financial

services, for the first time.”

he new GSMA’s State of the Industry

Report on Mobile Money 2023 released

recently and copied to Ghana Business

News, shows that across the world mo-
bile money services are growing fast.

It took the industry 17 years to reach the first
800 million customers but took only five years to
reach the next 800 million, and of that, 400 mil-
lion accounts were added over the course of the
pandemic. Today there are 1.6 billion registered
mobile money accounts, notes Mats Granryd, the
Director General of the GSMA and a Member of
the Board.

Commenting on the report, Max Cuvellier,
Head of Mobile for Development, GSMA said:
“It is promising to see the continued growth of
mobile money worldwide. Mobile money has
afforded millions of unbanked and underserved
people in low- and middle-income countries ac-
cess to digital financial services, for the first time.”

The report, which is published annually by
the GSMA and funded by the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, shows that rates of adoption
are even quicker than expected, with the number
of registered mobile money accounts growing by
13 percent year on year, from 1.4 billion in 2021
to 1.6 billion in 2022,

According to the report, in 2022, daily transac-

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

tions via mobile money reached $3.45 billion, ex-
ceeding the $3 billion amount predicted in 2021.
The total tramsaction value for mobile money
grew by 22 per cent between 2021 and 2022, from
$1 trillion to around $1.26 trillion

INSIGHT |
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transactions still among the most popular use cas-
es. Bill payments using mobile money grew by 36
percent year-on-year — faster than any other use
case — and the industry continues to focus on use
case diversification, playing an important role in
digitising economies, it added.

Mobile money and international remittances

The report further notes that, during 2022,
mobile money-enabled international remittances
grew by 28 per cent year on year — to $22 billion.

“During the pandemic, many diasporas sent
more funds via mobile money to friends and fam-
ily than ever before. As a result, international
remittances grew significantly in both 2020 and
2021, as many senders favoured mobile money for
its efficiency, speed, safety and cost-effectiveness.
The trend continued in 2022, albeit at a slower
rate,” it said.

Mobile money and gender dynamics

The report indicates that mobile money is con-
tinuing to drive financial inclusion for the world's
unbanked, particularly among women in rural
communities, where access to mobile money can
play a transformational and empowering role.

However, the report points out that there is
still a mobile money gender gap that has shown
signs of widening over the last year, particularly
in India, Indonesia and Pakistan.

According to the report, as mobile phone own-
ership remains one of the main drivers of the mo-
bile money gender gap, there are also a number
of other barriers and cultural norms holding back
women from adopting mobile money. As a result,
women in low- and middle-income countries are
currently 28 per cent less likely than men to own a
mobile money account.

A growing number of agents

The report found that the number of mobile
money agents also increased significantly last
year, with a 41 percent increase between 2021 and
2022. The overall number of agents went from 12
million in 2021 to 17.4 million in 2022. The num-
ber of active agents increased by 25 per cent to 7.2
million in 2022.

“A lot of this growth came from Nigeria,
where a more liberal regulatory regime meant an
increase in mobile money providers. Agents con-
tinued to prove to be an invaluable part of mobile
money services and were responsible for two-
thirds of all cash-in transactions in 2022,” it said.

Despite the remarkable growth, Cuvellier add-
ed: “However, even with this significant growth,
there is still a long way to go to bring those ser-
vices to over a billion people worldwide who re-
main unbanked.

The GSMA is therefore encouraging govern-
ments worldwide to keep developing the enabling
policies that can support mobile money deploy-
ments and further boost the growth of this crucial
ecosystem. Doing so helps accelerate the digiti-
zation of national economies and build financial
resilience, allowing communmnities to support them-
selves in uncertain times.”

Mobile money is also

Despite the unprec-
edented growth, the au-
thors of the report ac-
knowledge that in many
areas worldwide, more
work is still needed to help
give underserved commu-
nities access to safe, secure

Despite the unprecedented
growth, the authors of the
report acknowledge that in
many areas worldwide, more

continuing to drive f-
nancial inclusion for the
world’s unbanked, partic-
ularly among women in
rural communities where
access to mobile money
can play a transformation-

and affordable financial work is still needed to help give 2! 224 empowering role.

services.

“With 1.4 billion peo-
ple worldwide remaining
unbanked, the GSMA
Mobile Money  Pro-

gramme is working with

underserved communities
access to safe, secure and
affordable financial services

However, according
to the latest GSMA data,
there is still a mobile mon-
ey gender gap that has
shown signs of widening
over the last year — partic-

mobile operators and in-

dustry stakeholders worldwide to create a robust
mobile money ecosystem, increasing the relevan-
cy and utility of these services and ensuring their
sustainability,” the report said. The 2023 report
also shows that there are now 315 live mobile
money deployments across the globe, with peer-
to-peer (P2ZP) transfers and cash-in/cash-out

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ularly in India, Indonesia
and Pakistan. Mobile phone ownership is one of
the main drivers of the mobile money gender gap;
however, a number of other barriers and cultural
norms also prevent women from adopting mobile
money. As a result, women in low- and middle-in-
come countries are currently 28% less likely than
men to own a mobile money account. m
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Chinese online courts
revolutionise corporate
justice system

Dispute resolution through arbitration, mediation and cost-
effective and timely measures has been a cherished dream for
communities globally.In the new age, the need for confidential
and quick resolution of disputes based on justice and equality
between commercial entities through cost-effective measures is
amajor challenge

hina’s internet courts are revolutionizing
online dispute resolution mechanisms, set-
ting a good example to follow by others of
the world community.

Dispute resolution through arbitration, medi-
ation and cost-effective and timely measures has
been a cherished dream for communities globally.
In the new age, the need for confidential and quick
resolution of disputes based on justice and equality
between commercial entities through cost-effective
meastres is a major challenge.

According to Confucius, justice is the “real es-
sence” of a progressive society and sustainable social
development. Whereas, the real philosophy of social-
ism also speaks highly about justice and the Chinese
model of the Internet Court is a true reflection of it.
Against this backdrop, China’s online internet courts
are doing wonders and thousands of litigants are be-
ing provided immediate, transparent and cost-effec-
tive justice without spending any money.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, Chinese authori-
ties focused on online dispute resolution through in-
ternet courts. Initially, these courts were established
in Beijing, Guangzhou and Hangzhou. internet
courts do not require citizens to appear physically in
court as the ‘smart court’ allows participants to reg-
ister their cases online and resolve their matters via a
digital court hearing.

The Chinese internet courts handle a variety of
disputes, which include intellectual property, e-com-
merce, financial disputes related to online conduct,
loans acquired or performed online, patent registra-
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tion, domain name issues, intellectual property and
civil rights cases involving the internet, product lia-
bility arising from online purchases and certain ad-
ministrative disputes.

Against this backdrop, China’s
online internet courts are doing
wonders and thousands of
litigants are being provided
immediate, transparent and
cost-eflfective
justice without spending any
money

internetcourts of China have legal and admin-
istrative protection in terms of carrying the cases,
giving verdicts and enforcement of decisions and
laws of the land empowering these courts to take all
possible appropriate measures to protect the sanctity
of the law which clearly upholds that Chinese are
law-loving people and always respect different views.

The Beijing Internet Court deals in 11 different
types of cases. It was established in September 2018.
Till now more than 400,000 cases have been received
and more than 85 percent have now been resolved
which has the highest percentage of judicial efficien-
cy in the world. There are specialized judges work-
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ing 24/7 to resolve disputes between two parties. On
average every judge has 1000 cases which are indeed
commendable. It usually takes 86 days to reach its
conclusion. With special reference to maintaining
complete elements of impartiality and accuracy, all
the decisions are being judged through different in-
novative means, making the Internet Court an apex
status in the judicial system of China.

An official of Beijing Internet Court told Gwadar
Pro that impartiality and justice are core characteris-
tics of the online litigation process.

“Beijing Internet Court is for protection of hu-
man rights under its zero-distance policy. We provide
live streaming of court hearings which is a revolu-
tionary online justice system. This is a blockchain
evidence platform which is using 3G and big data
technology. The parties have the right to appeal in
financial court or intermediary court and 99.99 per-
cent cases are heard online while 0.01 percent cases
are offline hearings of cases,” the official said.

“The average time of the whole process is 86
days while most of the cases are of civil nature. But
if the matter gets criminal in nature, it is referred to
other courts and once decided, the civil case hearing
may resume again in the internet court,” the official
asserted. The official said that most people turn to
the internet court on weekends and the court follows
the principle of establishing rules through judges.

“Interestingly, even foreign companies also have
the right to approach the Chinese Internet Court to
seek justice. Amazon, Apple and many other multi-
national companies have filed online petitions in this
regard which clearly shows their utmost confidence
in the judicial system of China,” the official added.

Moreover, he added, it has revolutionized the
concept of Legal Artificial Intelligence management
system in the country which is providing the cheap-
est source of justice in the country by removing all
barriers of physical, physiological, philosophical and
geographical barriers of the plaintiff which is indeed
commendable.

“Beijing, Hangzhou and Hangzhou courts have
regional cases to deal with. All three courts are revo-
lutionary in nature. During the pandemic, all courts
provided online services. During the pandemic,
the ratio of online cases rose to 44 percent which

E—r

brought about a revolution in China's litigation his-
tory,” the official said. With the formation and acti-
vation of the internet courts mechanism, the entire
process from filing to adjudication is one line which
brings great convenience to both the defendant and
plaintiff.

“Now the latest technologies of Artificial Intelli-
gence and blockchains are being applied in these in-
ternet courts in China which has definitely increased
the overall efficiency of the Chinese Judiciary,” the
official added.

“The Beijing Internet Court is totally open, trans-
parent and accountable and all its hearings can be
watched and heard live streaming. It has already
further enhanced judicial process efficiency and safe-
guarded the basic rights of common people alike,”
he said. Asked if and how the world could benefit
from the Chinese model of internet courts, the of-
ficial said that the online judicial services may be
expanded worldwide to help provide justice to com-
plainants at their doorstep.

“This advanced service can help the developing
countries meet the challenges of the new era,” the

ficial added. =
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ational Database and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA) has launched its lo-
cally developed automated fingerprint
identification system (AFIS) with a
remarkable 99.5 percent accuracy rate. The system
called “Wadir” (the Urdu word for unique) has been
developed by the software engineers of the National
Database and Registration Authority (NADRA).

“Based on Fingerprint Verification Competition
(FVC), an internationally acclaimed benchmarking
conducted in Italy, NADIR has achieved an impres-
sive accuracy rate exceeding 99.5 percent,” NAD-
RA Chairman Tarig Malik said in a statement.

The automated system is set to transform how
biometric identification is used in various civil ap-
plications, from immigration to border control to
e-governance and social services. With its advanced
technology, NADRA can now accurately and
quickly store fingerprints and identify individuals
for a wide range of purposes as a public good. The
launch of the system has solidified NADRA's posi-
tion as a global leader in advanced identity manage-
ment solutions, the statement said.

With this development, “Pakistan has now
joined the few countries that have developed their
indigenous AFIS technology” and is now set to offer
its product in the international market to help coun-
tries improve identification processes.

According to officials of the Authority, the
global market for biometric identification techmol-
ogy is mostly dominated by providers from devel-
oped countries like the US, the UK, Russia, Japan,
France, Germany, and others.

In March, NADRA launched a new data pro-
tection service, called ‘TjazatAap Ki', which en-
sures the protection and privacy of citizens’ data.
Pakistan’s first data protection service gives people
more control over their data and restricts unautho-
rised access to service providers, including banks, by
sending a 6-digit passcode to the phones of citizens
when there is a request for a transaction or personal

With Nadir's development, Pakistan has joined
the club of those nations which has developed its
indigenous AFIS technology and is now set to offer
its product in the international market to help coun-
tries to improve civil identification, border control,
and e-governance.

In another significant development, the Nation-
al Database and Registration Authority (NADRA)
had taken a positive step towards increased inclu-
sivity by launching a dedicated helpline for Persons
with Disabilities (PWDs).

One of the most significant features of this help-
line is the priority call handling system. This system
will prioritize calls from PWDs, ensuring that they
receive prompt and efficient assistance. This is an
essential aspect of the service, as PWDs often face
a host of challenges in their daily lives and require
immediate assistance in critical situations.

.

Chairman NADRA Tarig Malik while launch-
ing the helpline underscored that equality is public
recognition and every institution must effectively
express that an equal degree of attention is due to
everyone in society. He further said every citizen
has the right to access essential services and PWDs
require special attention and support from state in-
stitutions. They should not be seen as different, and
their unique abilities and contributions add vibrancy
to our society.

Tariq Malik said that this initiative is a reflection
of NADRA’s commitment to creating a more inclu-
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NADRA develops

landmark fingerprint
identification system

According to officials of the Authority, the global market for

NADIR AFIS
.

biometric identification technology is mostly dominated by
providers from developed countries like the US, the UK, Russia,
Japan, France, Germany, and others

sive and accessible society. This step, in a series of
affirmative actions, will enable a more equitable and
just society for all.

Chairman NADRA Tarig Malik said consent
management is a digital mechanism in line with his
vision to protect citizens’ privacy and strengthen
data security.

The system called “Nadir” (the
Urdu word for unique) has been
developed by the software
engineers of the National
Database and Registration

Authority (NADRA)

The newly launched dedicated helpline includes
an appointment facility through NADEA's Com-
puterized Call Management System (INCCMS),
allowing PWDs to schedule appointments for ID
cards and document processing.

National Database and Registration Authority
(NADRA)Ys ‘TjazatAap K1’ service has made citi-
zens in charge of their personal data. This service
will enable citizens to give their consent before ver-
ification of the CNIC, ensuring that their sensitive
data is protected at all times.

The pin number will be presented for authenti-
cation and will be deemed as the citizen's consent to
get his/her ID number verification from NADRA.

Moreover, the helpline will also provide an Inter-
active Voice Recording (IVR) message in both Urdu
and English languages. This feature will help ensure
that the service is accessible to a wide range of indi-

viduals, regardless of their language preferences or

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

abilities. The IVR. system will guide callers through
a series of options, allowing them to select the ser-
vice they require, simplifying the entire process and
making it more user-friendly.

It is pertinent to mention that NADRA has
taken various initiatives for PWDs including free-
of-cost issuance of CNIC for the first time and
with a “lifetime” expiry. NADRA issues CNICs to
PWDs in the executive category, printing a disabili-
ty logo on cards and Child Registration Certificates
(CRCs). NADRA has issued free-of-cost CNICs to
more than 555,000 PWDs, including 395,000 phys-
ically challenged, 37,000 hearing impaired, 24,000

visually impaired and more than 100,000 mentally
challenged persons. The PWDs are also given pref-
erential treatment and dedicated counters have been
established for them at NADRA centres across Pa-
Listan.

Besides, wheelchairs and ramps have been pro-
vided at NRCs for them, while the facility of pro-
cessing their requests at their doorsteps through
man-packs and mobile registration vans (MREVs) is
also available. m
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Meta reports
hackers’ assault on
Pakistan, Indian
military websites
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[tisimportantforindividuals,organizations,and the government

to be wary of the risks and take steps to mitigate them by means

such as increasing media literacy and investing in technology

to detect and combat disinformation campaigns

t is a routine matter that India always blames
Pakistan for hacking. It also involves Meta re-
leasing the report about uncovering hacking
groups in Pakistan that target military men.

Not the first time Indian hackers attacked many
official websites. Indian hackers gained unautho-
rised access to the Pakistani system installed in
the ministry and were able to extract a significant
amount of data recently.

To save its skin, India blamed Pakistani hackers
for attacking its sensitive data. About 120 accounts
on Facebook and Instagram were linked to a hack-
ing group in Pakistan that predominantly targeted
people in India and Pakistan, including military per-
sonnel in India and the Pakistan Air Force.

A Meta report has revealed that an online hack-
ing group in Pakistan has targeted people, including
military personnel, in India and Pakistan through
fake social media accounts, during the first quarter
of the current year.

According to the details, Meta, the parent com-
pany of Facebook, recently released its “Adversarial
Threat Report, First Quarter 2023” where it gave
a detailed account of the action taken against the
hacking groups.

In the report, it was revealed that three sepa-
rate cyber espionage operations in South Asia were
linked to a group of hackers. The report highlighted
fake apps and websites delivering malware at Face-
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book and Instagram social media platforms, invo-
Ived in espionage as well as committing financial
crimes across the world.

“We took action against about 120 accounts on
Facebook and Instagram linked to a hacking group
in Pakistan that predominantly targeted people in
India and Pakistan, including military personnel in
India and among the Pakistan Air Force,” the Meta
report said about the non-state actors in Pakistan.
On the other hand, Bahamut APT targeted people
in Pakistan, and India, including the Kashmir re-
gion, including military personnel, government em-
ployees, activists, and others. The action was taken
against 110 accounts on Facebook and Instagram
linked to Bahamut.

The Meta investigation revealed Bahamut APT
as a persistent threat actor that ran campaigns
across the internet, including link-shortening ser-
vices, compromised or attacker-controlled websites,
official and spoofed app stores, and third-party

Meanwhile, Patchwork APT targeted people in
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, the Tibet
region, and China, including military personnel,
activists, and minority groups. Meta took action
against 50 accounts on Facebook and Instagram
linked to it.

‘Weaponising social media can have serious con-
sequences, both in terms of individual well-being
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and the health of democratic societies. It can lead
to the spread of misinformation, the polarization
of public opinion, and the erosion of trust in insti-
tutions and democratic processes.

It is important for individuals, organizations,
and governments to be aware of the risks and take
steps to mitigate them, by means such as increasing
media literacy and investing in technology to detect
and combat disinformation campaigns.

Pakistan has experienced a number of security
threats related to the weaponization of social me-
dia. State and non-state actors have used social me-
dia to spread misinformation and propaganda, to
incite violence, and to target individuals and groups
who oppose their ideologies or interests.

On the other hand, the Russian ‘Sandworm’
hacking group has been linked to an attack on
Ukrainian state networks where WinRar was used
to destroy data on government devices.

In a new adwvisory, the Ukrainian Government
Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-UA)
says the Russian hackers used compromised VFN
accounts that weren't protected with multi-fac-
tor authentication to access critical systems in
Ukrainian state networks. Once they gained access
to the network, they employed seripts that wiped
files on Windows and Linux machines using the
WinRar archiving program.

A Meta report has revealed
that an online hacking group in
Pakistan has targeted people,
including military personnel, in
India and Pakistan through fake
social media accounts, during
the first quarter of the
current year

On Windows, the BAT script used by Sand-
worm is ‘RoarBat,’ which searches disks and spe-
cific directories for file types such as doc, docx, rtf,
txt, xls, xlsx, ppt, pptx, vsd, vsdx, pdf, png, jpeg,
ipg, zip, rar, 7z, mp4, sql, php, vbk, vib, vrb, p7s,
sys, dll, exe, bin, and dat, and archives them using
the WinEar program.

However, when WinRaris executed, the threat
actors use the “-df” command-line option, which
automatically deletes files as they are archived. The
archives themselves were then deleted, effective-
ly deleting the data on the device. CERT-UA says
RoarBAT is run through a scheduled task created
and centrally distributed to devices on the Windows
domain using group policies.

On Linux systems, the threat actors used a Bash
script instead, which employed the “dd” utility to
overwrite target file types with zero bytes, erasing
their contents. Due to this data replacement, recov-
ery for files “emptied” using the dd tool is unlikely,
if not entirely impossible.

As both the ‘dd’ command and WinRar are
legitimate programs, the threat actors likely used
them to bypass detection by security software.

CERT-UA says the incident is similar to another
destructive attack that hit the Ukrainian state news
agency “Ukrninform” in January 2023, also attribut-
ed to Sandworm. “The method of implementation
of the malicious plan, the IF addresses of the ac-
cess subjects, as well as the fact of using a modi-
fied version of RoarBat testify to the similanty with
the cyberattack on Ukrinform, information about
which was published in the Telegram channel “Cy-
berArmyofRussia_Reborn” on January 17, 2023.”
reads the CERT-UA advisory.

CERT-UA recommends that all critical organi-
zations in the country reduce their attack surface,
patch flaws, disable unneeded services, limit access
to management interfaces, and momnitor their net-
work traffic and logs.

As always, VPN accounts that allow access
to corporate nmetworks should be protected with
multi-factor authentication. m
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vivo returns to the Boao Forum
for Asia as strategic partner and
shares views on “"High-Quality

Development”

This year, vivo was once again selected as a strategic partner for the event as a key representative
of China’s technology innovation enterprises. The vivo X Fold2 was also chosen as the official
mobile phone of the Forum, marking the deepening of cooperation between vivo and the BFA

rom March 28 to 31, representatives

from political, business, and academic

circles from warious countries attended

the Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) Annu-
al Conference 2023 in Boao, Hainan, to discuss
global development and promote internatiomal
solidarity and cooperation.

This year, vivo was once again selected as a
strategic partner for the event as a key representa-
tive of China’s technology innovation enterprises.
The vivo X Fold2 was also chosen as the official
mobile phone of the Forum, marking the deep-
ening of cooperation between vivo and the BFA.
Hu Baishan, Executive Vice President & COO at
vivo, was invited to the opening ceremony and
Lu Jinghui, Chief Security Officer at vivo, shared
vivo's journey and achievements in business op-
erations and techmological innovation at the
sub-forum on “Strengthening Data Security” on
March 31.

1=
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)

vivia X Fold Senies and ablet PC vivo Pad2 shown in the BEA

Advocating for differentiated inmovation
in the mobile phone industry, vivo presents its
“high-quality development” journey

Hu Baishan, Executive Vice President & COO
at vivo, shared his views on “high-quality devel-
opment” during Boao. He said that high-quality
development means upholding a long-term de-
velopment strategy — this requires enterprises to
focus on user needs, adopt differentiated product
strategies and define new markets. Hu summed
up vive's logic of differentiation into three points:
differentiate in the scenarios that users need it
most; pay attention to building capabilities and
continuously improve vivo’s strengths in the long-
term strategic tracks of design, imaging, system
and performance; and establish world-leading

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

capabilities after differentiation, with core com-
petencies as the economic moat of the company.
After nearly three decades of hard work, vivo's
technological innovation has officially entered a
new phase.

Taking its differentiation strategy as the start-
ing point, vivo focuses on its four long-term stra-
tegic tracks of design, imaging, system and per-
formance. As a forward-looking company, vivo
fully invests in the research and development of
core technology in the smartphone industry and
actively embraces the opportunity of technolog-
ical change. In 2022, vivo continued to be the
best-selling smartphone in China with a market
share of 19.2%, according to Counterpoint Re-
search. Its high-end market performance is also
improving. The vivo X80 series, X90 series have
all been recognized by high-end consumers. 2022
marked the year that vivo’s confidence in the
high-end market was fully gained which provides
the confidence and impetus for high-quality de-
velopment in the future.

During the forum, Hu met with Li Baodong,
Secretary General of the BFA, and presented the
official mobile phone of the event, the vivo X
Fold2. Hu outlined his vision for a deepened stra-
tegic cooperation with the Forum and expressed
vivo's eagerness to continue to support, serve, and
stay engaged in the Forum, so as to showcase the
innovation, leadership and influence of Chinese
technology company on such a global platform.

———
& COO at vivo (left)
& CVEIL,
e Secretary General

Adhering to user-orientatiom, vivo demon-
strates its data security achievementis on the
world stage

In the era of comprehensive digital transfor-
mation, digital economy and data security have
gained greater importance. Lu Jinghui, Chief
Security Officer at vivo, was invited to share his
insights on data security and technological inno-
vation strengths, whichare currently of most con-
cern to the high-end consumers at the sub-forum
on the theme of “Strengthening Data Security”
on March 31. During the event, he introduced
vivo's protection and governance of data securi-
ty and its technical achievements in the develop-
ment of digital economy, and showcase how vivo
actively promotes the construction of data securi-
ty ecology for the mobile phone industry.

With its adherence to long-term development

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

strategy, vivo has made significant breakthroughs
in information security. Last year, vivo unveiled
the Thousand Mirror trust engine as the first in
the industry to leverage based Thousand Mirror
security architecture. This engine is able to con-
duct a comprehensive analysis and computation
on all levels and provides security tools for devel-

of the BEA(right)

opers such as “Privacy and Compliance Testing
Platform”, “Application Security Testing Plat-
form”, and “Code Security Scanning Flug-in”.
vivo also actively participates in the compilation
of national, industrial, and group standards in in-
formation security.

During last year's BFA, wivo released the
“White Paper on Data Protection Compliance
Trends"jointly compiled by the China Academy
of Information and Communications Technolo-
gy, aiming to help the mobile phone industry ful-
Iy understand global data compliance trends and
improve the data security governance.This year,
initiated by vivo, two international security stan-
dards “Security features to assess mobile terminal
security” and “Security guidelines for mobile ter-
minal integrity protection” were approved at the
ITU-T SG17 conference held by the International
Telecommunication Union. vivo’s research and
practice in the field of information security have
been recognized by world authorities. As of now,
the quantity of natiomal, industrial and group
standards in personal information protection and
data security led and participated in by vivo has
exceeded 140.

Constant investment in the long-term strategic
tracks is essential to achieving high-end break-
throughs. Focusing on innovation in fundamen-
tal technologies, vivo actively builds its competi-
tiveness and promotes its steady development of
technology through “joint innovation” and “in-
dependent innovation”, providing strong support
for its transformation, upgrading and high-end
breakthroughs.

On this basis, vivo's latest flagship smartphone
vivo X Fold2 and tablet PC vivo Pad2 will also be
launched shortly after the BFA in the Chinese do-
mestic market. While bringing surprises to users
and the market, these products will also embody
vivo's deep understanding of high-quality devel-
opment in the new era and illuminate a bright fu-
ture with technology. =
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audi Arabia is altering the process through
which it provides citizenship to foreign na-
tionals. The Prime Minister will have the
power to confer citizenship to foreign nation-

als under new regulations, which are scheduled to be-

come law after they are published in the Kingdom's

Official Gazette. In addition to being published in the

Um Al Qura gazette, the decision was publicized on

the official Mecca Province Twitter account.

On the advice of the Kingdom's Ministry of In-
terior, Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz, the Prime Minister of the Kingdom, will
have the authority to award citizenship to eligible
people. Article Eight of the Kingdom's Nationality
Law has been changed to reflect the change.

It has come about as the Kingdom has introduced
significant modifications to who is qualified to be-
come a citizen. King Salman bin Abdul Aziz issued
a royal decree earlier this year that establishes who is
eligible to apply for citizenship in the KSA.

The children of Saudi women who wed foreign-
ers are now eligible to seek citizenship once they be-
come 18 under the new regulations. The decree was
added to article No. 8 of the nation’s citizenship con-
stitution.

Sandi citizenship requirements:

Saudi citizenship is granted on different grounds

In any case, at the time of submitting the applica-
tion, the applicant:

* must have reached the age of majority.

* must have acquired the status of ordinary per-
manent resident in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
accordance with the provisions of its special system
for a period of not less than 5 consecutive years (10
consecutive years in the case of expats and profes-
sionals, but more on that below).

* should be able to prove his earnings through le-
gitimate means.

* should be of sound mind and good conduct.

* must not have been sentenced to imprisonment
for a moral crime for a period exceeding six months.

By birth:

Saudi citizenship is granted to children born to
Saudi fathers, regardless of whether they are born in-

According to the latest ammdment, children of
Saudi mothers are also eligible for Saudi citizenship
at the age of 18, provided that:

* they have permanent residence status in the
Kingdom when he comes of legal age

* are fluent in the Arabic language

* have good conduct and sound character

* have no criminal convictions or imprisonment
for a period exceeding six months for any indecent
act.

By marriage:

Foreign wives

Foreign women who are married to Saudi women
if the following conditions are satisfied:

* evidence of a legal marital relationship.

* announcing that she has abandoned her original
nationality before a public notary:

* the marriage must be in accordance with the
instructions regulating the marriage of a Saudi to a
foreigner.

* submit a statement that the applicant does not
have any previous criminal convictions or moral of-
fence.

* no notes or restrictions are registered with the
relevant authorities.

* the applicant must be residing in the Kingdom.

* the marriage must last for at least five years and
may suffice according to the following:

* if four years have passed since the marriage and
she has not given birth, one or more of the following
cases must be met:

* if one of her brothers or sisters holds Saudi cit-

SOCIAL |

* if she was born in the Kingdom to foreign par-
ents.

* if the husband is one of her relatives.

* if the husband is a professional, such as a doctor
Or engineer.

* if the age difference between her and her hus-
band does not exceed five years.
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Saudi govt amends
constitution to give
citizenship to foreigners

It has come about as the Kquom has lntmduced 81gmficant
modifications to who is qualified to become a citizen. King
Salman bin Abdul Aziz issued a royal decree earlier this year that
establishes who is eligible to apply for citizenship in the KSA.

* the period that has passed since marriage is suf-
ficient if one of the following cases is met:

* if the applicant’s father was a Saudi by natural-
ization and she did not obtain citizenship from him.

* if the applicant gives birth to more than one
child.

* if the applicant gave birth to one son and the
mother is a Saudi woman.

* if the applicant gives birth to one son and has
more than one brother or sister who holds Saudi cit-

* if the applicant is born in the Kingdom to a Sau-
di mother and meets the conditions of Article 8 of
the system.

The children of Saudi women, who
wed foreigners, are now eligible to
seek citizenship once they become
I8 under the new regulations. The
decree was added to article No. 8
of the nation’s citizenship
constitution

Foreign widows:

Saudi citizenship is granted to foreign widows of
Saudi nationals if the following conditions are satis-
fied.

* evidence that she is legally widowed by her Sau-
di husband.

* the applicant must announce that she has aban-
doned her original nationality before a judge or a
public notary.

* the applicant must not remarry after her hus-
band’s death.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

* the applicant must reside in the Kingdom.

* the applicant must submit a statement that she
has not been previously convicted of a criminal or
moral offence.

* no notes or restrictions registered with the com-
petent authorities.

* the applicant must have one or more children
who have reached the age of maturity or are close to
it, from her deceased Saudi husband or from a previ-
ous husband.

For expats and professionals:

Expats and professionals living and working in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia need to satisfy the fol-
lowing conditions to become eligible for Saudi citi-
zenship.

* the profession of the applicant is proven through
scientific qualifications and is based on the country’s
needs. The total points should not exceed 13 points,
and only one qualification is accepted:

* Doctorate degree in medicine or engineering al-
lotting thirteen points.

* Doctorate degree in other sciences allotting ten
points.

* Master's degree allotting eight points.

* Bachelor’s degree allotting five points.

* family ties, ensuring that the applicant has Sau-
di relatives. The total points should not exceed ten
points, distributed as follows:

* if the father is Saudi, he is allotted three points.

* if the mother and her father are Saudi, three
points are allotted; however, if only the mother is
Saudi and her father is not, two points are allotted.

* if the wife and her father are Saudi, three points
are allotted; however, if the wife is Saudi and her fa-
ther is not, one point is allotted.

* if the applicant has more than two Saudi chil-
dren and brothers, two points are allotted; however,
if there are no more than two, one point is allotted. =
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ower-income country debt payments in
2023 will hit the highest level since 1998,
according to figures released by Debt Jus-
tice. External debt payments for 91 coun-
tries will average at least 16.3% of government reve-
mue in 2023, rising to 16.7% in 2024, an increase of
over 150% since 2011.

Higher debt payments are linked to falling pub-
lic spending. The last time payments were so high,
world leaders created a debt relief scheme for the
most indebted lower-income countries, which led to
60%-80% of their debts being cancelled.

Heidi Chow, Executive Director of Debt Jus-
tice said: “Debt payments are reaching crisis levels
in many countries, hindering the ability of govern-
ments to provide public services, fight the climate
crisis and respond to economic turmoil. There's no
time to waste, we urgently need fast and comprehen-
sive debt relief schemes across all external creditors,
including legislation in the UK and New York to
make private lenders take part in debt cancellation.”

Mae Buenaventura of the Debt Justice Program
of the Asian People’s Movement on Debt and De-
velopment (APMDD) said: “Debt payments drain
Southern countries of much-needed development
financing to protect its citizens from the ever-wors-
ening economic and climate crises. Recent develop-
ments in Palkistan and Sri Lanka demonstrate how
current international debt mechanisms are spectacu-
larly failing to provide deep, wide, equitable and per-
manent debt reduction to prevent the deterioration
of living conditions by people of the South. Without
debt cancellation, Southern debts will continue to
rise and along with it, the continued haemorrhage of
development finance.” The figures are for 91 coun-
tries classified as low or lower middle income by the
World Bank, or as a Small Island Developing State
by the UN, where data is available. Countries with
scheduled external debt payments of over 30% of
government revenue between 2022-2024 include Sri
Lanka, Laos, Pakistan, Zambia and Dominica.

According to the World Bank, for the countries
covered in the analysis, of their external debt pay-
ments in 2023 and 2024:

46% are to private lenders (not including Chinese
private lenders)

30% are to multilateral institutions

12% are to Chinese public and private lenders

12%, are to other governments

The figures on external debt payments as a per-
centage of government revenue are for 91 countries
classified as low or lower middle income by the
World Bank, or as a Small Island Developing State
by the UN, where data is available. The figures are
external government debt payments (which includes
both principal and interest) as a percentage of gov-
ernment revenue. The average is a mean unweighted
average — i.e. all countries are counted the same, so
the figures are not unduly influenced by larger coun-
tries. The figures do not include domestic debt pay-
ments, which in some countries are a large propor-
tion of overall payments.

The figures for external government debt pay-
ments have been calculated primarily from the
World Bank'’s International Debt Statistics database.
The figures for government revenue are calculated
from the IMF’s World Economic Outlook (October
2022 edition).

In a few cases, the figures come from IMF Debt
Sustainability Assessments, for countries where data
is not available in the World Bank or IMF databases
(Afghanistan, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Pald-
stan, South Sudan, Tuvalu), or where we know ex-
ternal debt payments not included in the World Bank
database are included in the IMF Debt Sustainability
Assessments (Republic of Congo, Malawi and Sierra
Leone).

The World Bank’s International Debt Statistics
database shows external debt payments on loans
contracted by the end of 2021. It, therefore, does not
include payments on loans made in 2022, 2023 or
2024. The figures for 2023 and 2024 in particular are
therefore a lower estimate — they are likely to be high-
er in as much as any loans given from 2022 on lead to
new payments in 2023 and 2024.

The median average follows the same pattern as

ECONOMY |
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Development in
low-Income countries

halted as debt
gayments reach

a-year highest

The figures are for 91 countries classified as low or lower middle

income by the World Bank, or as a Small Island Developing State by

the UN, where data is available. Countries with scheduled external

debt payments over 30% of government revenue between 2022-
2024 include Sri Lanka, Laos, Pakistan, Zambia and Dominica

the mean, with payments in 2024 at the highest lev-
el since 1998 and increasing by 230% between 2011
and 2024 (see graph below). This shows that the in-
crease is due to a general trend across all countries
covered, not caused by particular outliers. In a few
cases such as Sri Lanka, Zambia and Ghana, govern-
ments are in default on some of their external debt.

The World Bank’s International
Debt Statistics database shows
external debt payments on
loans contracted by the end of
2021. It, therefore, does not

include payments on loans
made in 2022, 2023 or 2024

In these cases, the figures show the scale of sched-
uled payments, but some of these payments are not
actually being made. On the other hand, despite the
assurances from friendly countries about external
funds to Pakistan, the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) still shows a lack of confidence and asking Ts-
lamabad to ‘do more’ to unlock the loan programme.

According to the sources, Pakistan has been
asked to present a repayment plan for a $3.7 billion

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

loan to the IMF in June as well as needs to demon-
strate stronger support from friendly nations in order
to meet the commitment.

However, the IMF has reportedly not agreed to a
proposal to exchange reserves equal to two months’
revenues, which would be valued between $11 bil-
lion to $12 billion. Sources within the Ministry of
Finance revealed that the government has imposed
Rs. 170 billion in taxes through the mini-budget in
a bid to secure a staff-level agreement with the IMF,
which was originally scheduled for February 9.

It is pertinent to mention here that the IMF is-
sued the schedule of board meetings in which Palki-
stan is not included in any agenda until May 17.

Funding will also not be available from interna-
tional financial institutions as the staff-level agree-
ment is not reached, moreover, the budget-making
process can be affected if transactions with the IMF
are not concluded. Last month, the staff-level agree-
ment between Pakistan and the International Mon-
etary Fund is again ‘delayed’ as the imternational
lender put a new demand.

As per details, the meeting of Finance Secretary
Hamid Yakoob in the US remained ‘unfruitful’ with
the International Monetary Fund as the internation-
al lender has given the plan to arrange $1 billion from
commercial banks to unlock the loan program.

The stafflevel agreement was supposed to be
signed on February 0 but had been delayed after then
over IMF’s demands. m
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special ceremo- search and rescue opera-

ny was held in el . tions.

et urkive honours s

Turkish Presi- good amount through the
dent RecepTayyipErdogan Alkhidmat Foundation,

bestowed the award to the
team leader of the Pakistan
Army.

The Turkish govern-
ment has awarded special
recognition to the Urban
Search and Rescue Team
of the Pakistan Army for
their exceptional services
during the earthquake cri-
sis in Tirkiye.

According to the de-
tails, a special ceremo-
ny was held in Ankara
where Turkish President
RecepTayyipErdogan be-
stowed the award to the
team leader of the Pakistan
Army.

This recognition from
the Turkish government
highlights the expertise
and commitment of the
Pakistan Army's Urban
Search and Rescue Team
in providing humanitarian
aid and assistance in times
of crisis, not only within
Pakistan but also at the in-
ternational level.

On February 6, the
magnitude 7.7 and 7.6
quakes struck 11 provine-
es — Adana, Adivaman,
Diyarbakir, Elazig, Hatay,

Gaziantep, ~ Kahraman- Thjg recne;mtlon fm m the Turklsh gov

Kilis, Malatya,

maras,

Pak soldiers for
rescue, relief services
in quake-hit areas

and many of my friends
are doing the same,” Naila
Hayat, a doctor from Pe-
shawar, told Anadoluover
the phone.

Many prominent peo-
ple wisited the Turkish
Embassy in Islamabad to
express their condolences
and show solidarity with
the Turkish people and the
government.

“The people of Paki-
stan are shocked by the
sheer scale of devasta-
tion caused by enormous
earthquakes in Turkiye
and Syria. We extend our
deepest condolences to
the people and govern-
ment of Turkey,” said
Asif LugmanQazi, direc-
tor of foreign affairs of
the religiopolitical party
Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan,
while delivering a con-
dolence letter by party
chiefSirajulHaq to Turk-
| ish Ambassador Mehmet

| Pacaci.

“We will stand by our
brothers and sisters in
" these difficult times in sha

“Very Dear Turkish

ernment hlghllghts the expertise brothers, sisters, moth-

ers and elders, we share

Osmaniye, and Sanliurfa. and commitment of the Pakistan Army’s Urban Search and Rescue your pain in this natural

More than 13.5 million

people in Turkey have been 1 €QIN i1 providing humanitarian aid and assistance in times of crisis,
not only within Pakistan but also at the international level

affected by the devastating
quakes, as well as many

disaster. I, Asad Qureshi,
on behalf of the nation
of Pakistan, assure you
that we are with you in

others in northern Syria.

Pakistan has played a
remarkable role in providing assistance to Turkiye
as it carries out its rescue and relief operations. Pa-
kistan sent a total of nine aircraft carrying tons of
relief goods for the survivors of Tuarkiye and Syria
after the devastating earthquakes in February last.

The Pakistan Army relief team was dispatched
to Turkive on February 7, comprising 33 members,
who remained in the earthquake-affected areas till
February 22.

Pakistan has played a remark-
able role in providing assistance
to Turkiye as it carries out its
rescue and relief operations.
Pakistan sent a total of nine air-
craft carrying tons of relief goods
for the survivors of Turkiye and
Syria after the devastating earth-
quakes hit them in February last

During their stay in Turkiye, the team conducted
search and rescue operations at 91 sites, successfully
rescuing eight individuals alive from the debris.

Furthermore, the team identified seven people
and retrieved 138 bodies from the wreckage, which
were then handed over to their heirs. The combined
death toll surpassed 50,000, with the biggest part of
the fatalities being caused in Turkiye.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also went to Tur-
key to express solidarity with the victims of the dev-
astating earthquake and oversee the relief operation.

“] offer my condolences on behalf of the people

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

of Pakistan and the government of Pakistan and we
are here as your brothers, at vour service,” Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif said to the victims.

The news flashed international media that a Pa-
kistani living in the US has donated $30 million to
the families of those who lost their lives and were
injured in the two earthquakes in Tirkiye and Syria.

“Deeply moved by the example of an anony-
mous Pakistani who walked into the Turkish embas-
sy in the US & donated $30 million for earthquake
victims in Tiirkiye and Syria.

The Pakistan National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) sent relief consignments to Tiir-
kiye.

Separately, the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) said in
a statement that its aircraft carrying 16.5 tons of hu-
manitarian assistance donated by people for earth-
quake victims reached Adana, southern Turkive.

A fundraising campaign was also launched in
educational institutions across the country to collect
funds for victims of the earthquakes. The drive was
launched in schools, colleges, and universities in re-
sponse to the prime minister’s call.

Millions of Pakistanis are still in mourning over
the loss of tens of thousands of lives in Tirkiye’s
devastating earthquakes.

“] couldn’t put my pain into words because every-
one here is in shock and feeling pain for their Turkish
brothers and sisters,” Ahmed Shoaib, an Islamabad
resident, told Anadolu.

“Our prayers and thoughts are with our brothers
and sisters,” he added.

Some organizations in Pakistan have also
launched fundraising campaigns to help Tirkiye
during this difficult time.

One of the country's largest charitable organi-
zations, the Alkhidmat Foundation Pakistan, has
already dispatched volunteers to assist with ongoing
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every situation. Our heart
beats in sync with yours,”
Amnadolureceived a video message from a young Pa-
kistani artist named Asad Qureshi.

At least 21,800 people were killed and 80,000
others injured by two strong earthquakes that jolted
southern Tiirkiye, the country’s disaster agency said.

The magnitude 7.7 and 7.6 earthquakes, centered
in the Kahramanmaras province, affected more than
13 million people across 10 provinces, also including
Adana, Adiyaman, Diyarbakir, Gaziantep, Hatay,
Kilis, Malatya, Osmaniye, and Sanliurfa.

Several countries in the region, including Syria
and Lebanon, also felt the strong tremors that struck
Tiirkiye in the space of fewer than 10 hours.

More than 166,000 search and rescue personnel
are currently working in the feld, according to the
Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency
(AFAD).

Almeost 92,700 people have been evacuated from
quake-hit regions so far, AFAD said. m
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Nearly one billion people in cities around the world are facing

water scarcity today and the number is likely to reach between 1.7
billionand 2.4 billionin the next three decades,accordingto the UN
World Water Development report, published by UN Education,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) which coincides
with the UN-Water Summit being held in New York

he number of people lacking access to

safe drinking water in cities around the

world will double by 2030, found a re-

cent new UN report amid warning of
an imminent water crisis likely to “spiral out of
control.”

Nearly one billion people in cities around the
world are facing water scarcity today and the
number is likely to reach between 1.7 billion and
2.4 billion in the next three decades, according to
the UN World Water Development Report, pub-
lished by UN Education, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) which coincides with
the UN-Water Summit being held New York.

Urban water demand is predicted to increase
by 80% by 2050, the Paris-based UN agency said.

Water shortages are also becoming a more fre-
quent occurrence in rural areas, the report found.
Currently, between one billion and three billion
people experience water shortage for at least a
month a year

“There is an urgent need to establish strong
international mechanisms to prevent the global
water crisis from spiralling out of control,” UN-
ESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay said.
“Water is our common future, and it is essential
to act together to share it equitably and manage
it sustainably.”

Globally, two billion people do not have safe
drinking water and 3.6 billion lack access to safe-
ly managed sanitation, the report disclosed.
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The global urban population facing water
scarcity is projected to potentially double from
930 million in 2016 to between 1.7 and 2.4 billion
people, in 2050.

The rising incidence of extreme and prolonged
droughts is also stressing ecosystems, with dire
consequences for both plant and animal species,
the report warned.

Richard Connor, the report’s editor-in-chief,
told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York
ahead of the launch that “uncertainties are in-
creasing.”

“If we don’t address it, there definitely will be
a global crisis,” he said,

Business Mews Magazine

where governments fail to provide safe access,
such as in the middle of Africa, where water
flows. Meanwhile, physical scarcity is worst in
desert areas, including northern India and the
Middle East.

Answering queries from reporters about pos-
sible “water wars” in the face of a global crisis,
Connor said the essential natural resource “tends
to lead to peace and cooperation rather than to
conflict.”

Strengthening transboundary cooperation is
the main tool to avoid conflict and escalating
tensions, he said, noting that 153 countries share
nearly 900 rivers, lakes and aquifer systems, and
more than half have signed agreements.

Detailing experiences — both good and bad
— of partners’ efforts to collaborate, the report
explains how accelerating progress on achieving
related 2030 Agenda goals hinges on enhancing
positive, meaningful cooperation among water,
sanitation, and broader development commumni-
ties.

Innovations during the COVID-19 pandemic
saw partnerships among health and wastewater
authorities, who were able to track the disease
and provide critical real-time data, he said.

From city dwellers to smallholder farmers,
partnerships have produced mutually beneficial
results. By investing in agricultural communities
upstream, farmers can benefit in ways that help
the downstream cities they feed, he said.

States and stakeholders can cooperate in such
areas as flood and pollution control, data shar-
ing, and co-financing. From wastewater treat-
ment systems to protecting wetlands, efforts con-
tributing to reducing greenhouse gas emissions
should “open the door to further collaboration
and increase access to water funds”, he said.

“However, the water community is not tap-
ping into those resources,” he said, expressing
the hope that the report and the conference can
trigger productive discussions and on-the-ground
results.

Johannes Cullmann, the special scientific ad-
visor to the president of the World Meteorologi-
cal Organization (WMO), said “it’s a question of
investing wisely.”

“While water resources and how they are
managed impact almost all aspects of sustainable
development, including the 17 SDGs”, he said
adding, “current investments must be quadrupled
to meet the annual estimated $600 billion to $1
trillion required to realize SDG 6, on water and
sanitation.”

“Cooperation is the heart of sustainable de-
velopment, and water is an immensely powerful
connector,” he said. “We should not negotiate
water; we should deliberate on it.” Water, after
all, is a human right, he said.

Indeed, water should be “managed as a com-
mon good, not a commodity”, a group of 18 UN
experts and special rapporteurs said in a joint
statement.

“Considering water as a commodity or a busi-
ness opportunity will leave behind those that
cannot access or afford the market prices,” they
declared, adding that progress on SDG 6 (safe
water and sanitation for all by 2030) can only
happen effectively if communities and their hu-

pointing out the rising
scarcity of water that re-
flects reduced availability
and increased demand,
from urban and industri-
al growth to agriculture,
which alone consumes
70 percent of the world’s
supply.
Building partnerships

and cooperation are key shortage for at least a month
a year

to realizing human rights

Water shortages are also
becoming a frequent
occurrence in rural areas, the
report found. Currently,
between two billion and three
billion people experience waterlocal aquatic ecosystems

man rights are at the cen-
tre of discussions.

“It is time to stop a
technocratic approach
to water and consider
the ideas, knowledge and
solutions of indigenous
peoples and local com-
munities who understand

to ensure the sustainability
of the water agenda,” they
said.

The commodification

to water and overcoming
existing challenges, he
said.

Explaining the landscape of such shortages,
he said economic water scarcity is a big problem,
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of water will “derail the
achievement of the SDGs and hamper efforts to
solve the global water crisis”, the experts added. =
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har Coal Power project will help Paki-
stan generate energy at a much lower
cost, and this would be a game-chang-

er for the overall development of the
country, said Shamsuddin Shaikh, former CEO
of Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company.

“In the current global economic recession, Pa-
kistan faces the challenge of a massive hike in the
fuel price in the international market. With the
help of China, Pakistan installed imported coal-
based power plants as part of its CPEC invest-
ment at the beginning of the project, but now it is
installing local coal-based power plants,’” he said.

“The Thar region of Pakistan has around 175
billion tons of coal reserves, equivalent to 50 bil-
lion tons of oil and 2,000 trillion cubic feet of
natural gas,” he said.

“Pakistan recently successfully launched a
third power plant with a capacity of 330MW
based on the indigenous Thar coal. Tharparkar
district in Sindh now has three plants operating
on the local coal. As a result, the total installed
capacity of Thar coal has increased to 990 mega-
watts in three years,” added Shamsuddin Shaikh.

He said Pakistan currently generates
5,280MW of electricity from coal, with the Thar
coal contributing 1,320MW and imported coal
3,960MW to the overall power generation.

“In the past, Pakistan imported coal from
South Africa and Indonesia. The major ques-
tion is why Pakistan is using imported coal for
generating electricity instead of readily available
local coal. The major problem with local coal is
that Pakistan's coal power plants are designed ac-
cording to imported coal. As a result, Pakistan is
unable to switch to the local coal for the entire
plant,” said the ex-CEO of the Sindh Engro Coal
Mining Company.

“In order to alter the design, a large invest-
ment is required. The second reason is that coal
is being phased out of the world's energy mix
because of its adverse environmental effects, so
Pakistan faces financing challenges as well.”

“While this project can bring economic bene-
fits and help meet Pakistan’s growing energy de-
mands, it is essential to ensure that it develops
sustainably and is in line with international envi-
ronmental and social standards. Proper planning
and implementation can maximise the project’s
benefits and minimize the negative impacts on
the environment and communities.”

Dr. MirzalkhtiyarBaig, an economist said,
“Thar coal mine has a capacity of 175 billion
tons, which is more than the oil resources of Sau-
di Arabia and Iran combined. This power proj-
ect has the potential to produce electricity for the
next 300 years at much cheaper rates.”

He said, “Increasing petroleum prices in the
international market are making energy pro-
duction more expensive. We can develop much
cheaper electricity and save up to six dollars on
each unit, spent in terms of import. After the
Russia-Ukraine war, the gas pipeline to Germa-
ny was cut off. So they started to develop elec-
tricity from coal reserves. Seventy-two percent
of Germany's electricity is produced from coal.
Pakistan’s carbon emissions are not even 1% as
compared to the world’s leading countries, so our
contribution to global pollution is close to none.
The new technologies are very much efficient and
have less carbon footprint.”

Former MD Pepco Engineer Tahir Basharat
Cheema said we will have to accept the reality
that indigenous sources for producing power cost
much cheaper compared to imported ones. “The
solution to ending load shedding and producing
cheaper electricity lies in the Thar Coal Power
FProject.”

Thar’s potential was appreciated in the 1980s,
but it’s over 40 years and we have not been able
to utilize it till now. The incumbent government’s
steadfast commitment to the revival of the econ-
omy and various power projects is much appreci-
ated. The environmental impacts of such projects
are visible in no time. The West is already talking
and working on clean renewable energy resourc-
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Thar coal holds

energy potential
more than SA, Iran

45

Pakistan’s carbon emissions are not even 1% as compared to the

world’s leading countries, so our contribution to global pollution is

close to none. The new technologies are very much efficient and

have less carbon footprint

es. Therefore, we also have to develop clean coal
technologies to utilize this resource to produce
cheaper electricity. In order to use clean coal en-
ergy, the government has to utilize its wvarious
resources simultaneously for better growth and
productivity.”

Meanwhile, the mining process of Phase III
of the Thar Coal Mine Block II is in jeopardy
as critical equipment and parts are stalled at the
ports due to Letter of Credit (LCs) issues.

Industry sources said that the operations of
the mine II can also completely halt due to fur-
ther LCs delays.

Thar region has around 175
billion tons of coal reserves,
equivalent to 50 billion tons of
oil and 2,000 trillion cubic feet
of natural gas

Moreover, the delay in the release of spare
parts and machinery will also adversely impact
the Phase III and Phase IV coal mine expansion,
which can provide cheap coal for use in key sec-
tors of the economy including power, cement,
and steel.

Sources said that the Fuel Cost Adjustment
(FCA) for the month of March awaits approval
by the Nepra which will announce the rate after
the public hearing.

With the advent of summer, consumers across
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the country expect long hours of load shedding
and power woes. The reduction in the rate is cru-
cial because the inflationary pressure is already
falling very hard on the common man.

‘With the upcoming summer season, electricity
demand from consumers is expected to increase,
making it crucial to have reliable and cost-effec-
tive sources of power generation.

The cost per unit of energy generated from
Thar Coal remains around Rs 7 to 9 per kWh
during FY 2021-2022, making it one of the cheap-
est baseload fuels available locally. Comparative-
ly, power generation from plants using imported
fuel coal costs around Rs35 per kWh. Thus, Thar
Coal is critical in providing affordable electricity
to the country.

The production output of the mine in Block
II has increased from 3.8 MTPA to 7.6 MTPA al-
lowing for an additional 660 MW of power gen-
eration to the national grid, helping to counter
the current energy crisis.

Sources said that the phase III expansion
of Thar Block II will further reduce coal prices
significantly and boost its affordability as a fuel
source. Furthermore, the expansion has the po-
tential to save the country’s forex reserves of ap-
proximately $1.2 billion annually.

With approximately 15 percent of the electric-
ity generated in Pakistan is via Thar Coal Block I
and II combined and millions of dollars are saved
in forex reserves every month by reducing oil im-
ports.

This game-changer project is essential for mak-
ing Pakistan’s energy secure in the long run. =
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tress is a natural reaction to the inability to
cope with specific demands and events, but a
persistent phase of stress can affect a person’s
health and well-being. In order to manage
stress, exercise, setting priorities, and speaking with
others, which may include counselling, are the main
tips. These demands can come from work, relation-
ships, financial pressures, and other situations, but
anything that poses a real or perceived challenge or
threat to a person’s well-being can cause stress.

Stress can be a motivator, and can even be essen-
tial to survival. The fight-or-flight mechanism of the
body tells a person when and how to respond to dan-
ger. However, when the body becomes triggered too
easily, or there are too many stressors at one time, it
can undermine the mental and physical health of a
person and hence becomes harmful.

Stress is the natural defence of the body against
predators and danger. It generates hormones in the
body that prepare physical systems to evade or con-
front danger. People commonly refer to this as the
fight-or-flight mechanism.

When humans face a challenge or threat, they
have a partial physical response. The body activates
resources that help people either stay and confront
the challenge or get to safety as fast as possible.

The body produces larger quantities of the chemi-
cals cortisol, epinephrine, and norepinephrine. These
trigger the following physical reactions:

* increased blood pressure

* heightened muscle preparedness

* sweating

* alertness

These factors improve a person’s ability to re-
spond to a potentially hazardous or challenging situ-
ation. Norepinephrine and epinephrine also cause a
faster heart rate.

Environmental factors that trigger this reaction
are called stressors. Examples include noises, aggres-
sive behaviour, speeding cars, scary scenes in movies,
or even going out on a first date. Feelings of stress
tend to increase in tandem with the mumber of stress-
ors.

According to the American Psychological Asso-
ciation (APA)'s annual stress survey in 2018, average
stress levels in the United States were 4.9 on a scale
from 1 to 10. The survey found that the most com-
mon stressors were employment and money.

Physical effects

Stress slows down some normal bodily functions,
such as those that the digestive and immune systems
perform. The body can then concentrate its resources
on breathing, blood flow, alertness, and the prepara-
tion of the muscles for sudden use.

Stress is the natural defence of
the body against predators and

danger. It generates hormones
in the body that prepare physi-
cal systems to evade or confront

danger. People commonly
refer to this as the fight-or-flight
mechanism

The body changes in the following ways during a
stress reaction:

* blood pressure and pulse rise

* breathing speeds up

* digestive system slows down

*immune activity decreases

* muscles become tenser

* sleepiness decreases due to a heightened state
of alertness

How a person reacts to a difficult situation will
determine the effects of stress on overall health.
Some people can experience several stressors in a
row or at once without this leading to a severe stress
reaction. Others may have a stronger response to a
single stressor.

An individual who feels as though they do not
have enough resources to cope will probably have a
stronger reaction that could trigger health problems.
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Stress is more
dangerous than you

think

Stress can be a motivator and can even be essential to survival. The

fight-or-flight mechanism in the body tells a person when and how to

respond to danger. However, when the body becomes triggered too

easily, or there are too many stressors at one time, it can undermine

the mental and physical health of a person hence it becomes harmful

Stressors affect individuals in different ways.

Some experiences that people generally consid-
er to be positive can lead to stress, such as having a
baby, going on vacation, moving to a better home,
and getting a promotion at work.

The reason for this is that they typically involve a
significant change, extra effort, new responsibilities,
and a need for adaptation. They also often require a
person to take steps into the unknown.

A person may look forward to an increased sala-
ry following a promotion, for example, but wonder
whether they can handle the extra responsibilities.

A persistently negative response to challenges
can have an adverse effect on health and happiness.

However, being more alert to the effects of stress
may help a person manage it more effectively and
cope better.

Types

The National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)
Trusted Source recognise two types of stress: acute
and chronic. These require different levels of man-
agement.

The NIMH also identify three examples of types
of stressor:

*  routine stress, such as childcare, homework,
or financial responsibilities

* sudden, disruptive changes, such as a family
bereavement or finding out about a job loss

*  traumatic stress, which can occur due to ex-
treme trauma as a result of a severe accident, an as-
sault, an environmental disaster, or a war

Acute stress

This type of stress is short-term and usually the
more common form of stress. Acute stress often de-
velops when people consider the pressures of events
that have recently occurred or face upcoming chal-
lenges in the near future.

For example, a person may feel stressed about a
recent argument or an upcoming deadline. However,
the stress will reduce or disappear once a person re-
solves the argument or meets the deadline.

Acute stressors are often new and tend to have a
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clear and immediate solution. Even with the more
difficult challenges that people face, there are possi-
ble ways to get out of the situation.

Acute stress does not cause the same amount of
damage as long-term, chronic stress. Short-term ef-
fects include tension headaches and an upset stom-
ach, as well as a moderate amount of distress.

However, repeated instances of acute stress over
an extended period can become chronic and harm-
ful.

Chronic stress

This type of stress develops over a long period
and is more harmful.

Ongoing poverty, a dysfunctional family, or an
unhappy marriage are examples of situations that
can cause chromic stress. It occurs when a person
does not see a way to avoid their stressors and stops
seeking solutions. A traumatic experience early in
life may also contribute to chronic stress.

Chronic stress makes it difficult for the body to
return to a normal level of stress hormone activity,
which can contribute to problems in the following
systems trusted Source:
cardiovascular
respiratory
sleep
immune

*  reproductive

A constant state of stress can also increase a per-
som’s risk of type 2 diabetes, high blood pressure, and
heart disease. Depression, anxiety, and other mental
health disorders, such as post-traumatic stress disor-
der (FTSD), can develop when stress becomes chron-
ic.

Chronic stress can continue unnoticed, as people
become used to feeling agitated and hopeless. It can
become part of an individual's personality, making
them constantly prone to the effects of stress regard-
less of the scenarios that they encounter.

People with chronic stress are at risk of having a
final breakdown that can lead to suicide, violent ac-
tions, a heart attack, or stroke. m
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usage increased

worldwide

Many advised Yuan against entering an already crowded space, in

which he would be competing with Microsoft (Skype) and Google

as well as his former employer. He was confident, however, that he

could develop a product more enjoyable to use than the incumbents

com is a video conferencing app, geared
towards business usage. It was founded in
2011 by Eric Yuan, and launched in Jam-
ary 2013.

While gathering considerable popularity and
coming to run profitably in the following years,
Zoom truly entered the public consciousness during
the coronavirus pandemic of 2020. It was to Zoom
that users across the world turned to stay in touch
during the lockdown to stop the spread of the virus.

Prior to founding Zoom, Yuan had helped build
WebEx, in the decade prior to its acquisition by Cis-
co in 2007. Yuan, orginally from China, famously
emigrated to the US after repeatedly failing to get a
visa (ninth time lucky!)

Many advised Yuan against entering an already
crowded space, in which he would be competing
with Microsoft (Skype) and Google as well as his
former employer. He was confident, however, that
he could develop a product more enjoyable to use
than the incumbents.

Yuan's confidence paid off, with a million Zoom
users logged within a few months (May 2013), 10
million Zoom users a year later (June 2014), and
40 million around two years post-launch (February
2015).

It was in 2020, as we mentioned above, however,
that Zoom really took off. With people confined to
their homes, apps that allowed us to stay in touch
became central to our day-to-day lives. People in
their droves chose Zoom over other options. Ease of
access and careful work to keep latency below 150
milliseconds (the maximum before conversations
start to feel unnatural) have been cited as potential
reasons for the app’s success.

Yuan stated in a blog post that over the course of
May 2020, Zoom was seeing 200 million daily meet-
ing participants. The following month, this figure
had risen to 300 million. This compares to 10 million
in December 2019. Zoom still remains a very popu-
lar service, but as most of the world has returned to
some form of office work, it has lost a bit of its shine.

To fix that, Zoom is aiming to expand the num-
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ber of services it can offer to businesses. It acquired
Solvvy in May 2022, which sells conversational Al
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and automation packages to customer support cen-
tres.

Zoom had 400,000 people sign up within the
first month. By the end of its first year of operations,
Zoom had amassed 200 million meeting minutes.

Today, the software registers over 3.3 trillion an-
nual meeting minutes. And the market cap of the
publicly-traded company exceeds $75 billion.

Total revenue for the fiscal year was $4,393.0 mil-
lion, up 7% year over year. After adjusting for foreign
currency impact, revenue in constant currency was
$4,462.0 million, up 9% year over year. Enterprise
revenue was $2,400.3 million, up 24% year over year,
and Online revenue was $1,083.6 million, down 8%
year over year. Zoom joined a small list of apps,
which includes TikTok and Pokemon Go, that have

Zoom still remains a very
popular service, but as most of
the world has returned to some
form of office work, it has lost a

bit of its shine

been downloaded over 300 million times in a single
quarter. Meanwhile, Zoom announced that it has
received the Unified License with Access (All/PAN
India), National Long Distance (NLD}, and Inter-
national Long Distance (ILD) from the Department
of Telecommunications (DoT), Government of In-
dia. With these licenses, the company will be able to
offer Zoom Phone, its industry-leading cloud FBX
service, to multinational corporations (MINCs) and
businesses operating in India.

Zoom Phone is a global cloud PBX application
service that enables MINCs and businesses in India
to have a single communication platform for their
global workforce. Zoom partners with international
telecommunication providers and offers phone num-
bers and calling plans in 47 countries and territories
bundled with cloud PBX service, making it simple
for customers to deploy and manage their phone
services.
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UAF interested in
carliest start of ferry
service to Karachi

Accordingto Pakistan’sambassadorto the UAE, the offer tolaunch the

ferry has been made by UAE government officials who met Pakistani
counterparts at the Arabian Travel Market (ATM) 2023 moot, a
tourism event organized annually in Dubai to provide a platform for

inbound and outbound tourism professionals in the Middle Fast

he United Arab Emirates (UAE) has

shown interest in launching a ferry ser-

vice from Emirates to Karachi to tap into

the tourism potential of the South Asian
country, Pakistan’s ambassador to the UAE Fais-
alNiazTirmizi said expressing the hope the service
would “start soon.”

According to Pakistan’s ambassador to the
UAE, the offer to launch the ferry has been made
by the UAE government officials who met Paki-
stani counterparts at the Arabian Travel Market
(ATM) 2023 moot, a tourism event organized an-
nually in Dubai to provide a platform for inbound
and outbound tourism professionals in the Middle
East.

A 25-member delegation led by the prime min-
ister’s special advisor on tourism, Awn Chaudhry
participated in ATM 2023 held from May 1-4.

“UAE government officials have shown inter-
est to start ferry service from Emirates to Karachi
and we have asked them to share the details so that
we could start work at our end,” Tirmizi said.

“After receiving the details of the ferry service
plan, then we will start work on it.”

Ower 2,000 exhibitors, including Emirates, Ex-
pedia Group, Hilton and Burj Al Arab, from more
than 100 countries are at this year’s ATM, with
over 100 first-time exhibitors. Around 12 compa-
nies from Pakistan participated therein.

“UAE officials, including ministers, have said
that a lot of tourists are going to Kyrgyzstan, Uz-
bekistan and other countries and suggested that
Pakistan should also promote its aviation and
tourism sector,” Tirmizi said about discussions
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with UAE authorities at ATM.

“Some participants and tour operators have
also suggested starting direct flights for Skardu,
and making an international airport [there] be-
cause many tourists want to go there directly,”
the ambassador said, referring to a major tourism,
trekking and expedition hub in Pakistan’s northern
Gilgit—Baltistan region.

Earlier, His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Second Dep-
uty Ruler of Dubai and
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its stand, hosting over 300 meetings to strength-
en business relationships, and forging collabora-
tive partnerships with tourism organisations from
across its network.

The huge turnout of visitors, who experienced
the airline’s products across every class, is yet
another demonstration of its highly sought-after
experiences, as the industry continues to make a
huge comeback. The airline once again featured
its full suite of on-board experiences, including its
highly popular, Premium Economy Class, Boe-
ing 777-300ER Game-Changer First Class ful-
ly enclosed private suites, Boeing 777 Business
Class seat, the newest generation A380 OnBoard
lounge, along with other iconic products such the
First Class Shower Spa and the latest version of its
A380 Economy Class seats.

The airline also showcased its many sustain-
ability initiatives happening across the business.
Its Al Gallery produced 800 persomalised pieces
of inspirational travel artwork.

Continuing its strong focus on close collabora-
tion and meaningful partnerships with tourism en-
tities and airlines to unlock growth and offer trav-
ellers more options, the airline inked agreements
with eight tourism boards, including Indonesia’s
Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy, the
Moroccan National Tourism Office, Tourism Au-
thority of Zimbabwe, Tourism Seychelles, Mauri-
tius Tourism Promotion Authority (MTPA), the
Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau, the Bah-
rain Tourism and Exhibition Authority and Zam-
bia Tourism. All of the partnership agreements are
focused on boosting tourist arrivals to each coun-
try and capitalising on developing incremental de-
mand for air travel. Emirates also signed anMolJ
with Etihad Airways to provide travellers with ad-
ditional itinerary options when visiting the UAE,
with the aim of boosting tourism from key source
markets by enabling visitors to experience more
than one destination in a single itinerary. On the
second day of ATM, Emirates’ President, Sir Tim
Clark, was a keynote guest at the event's confer-
ence speaker series, reserved for top industry voic-
es. Sir Tim discussed the airline’s long-term strat-
egy and business growth, the future of its network
and fleet, and its sustainability efforts, in addition
to broader industry challenges.

Emirates was honoured to welcome UAE roy-
al dignitaries and VIP guests to its stand at ATM,
including His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, His Highness SheikhMak-
toum bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
and His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum and His Highness Sheikh
Mansour bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum. On the third day of ATM, the airline also
welcomed the Crown Prince of Ajman, Sheikh
Ammar bin Humaid Al Nuaimi.

During ATM, the airline retained its crown as
‘Best Airline Worldwide' for the 10th year in a row
at the Business Traveller Middle East awards, in
addition to picking up “Best Premium Economy
Class”, “Best First Class”

Chairman of the Dubai
Media Council, official-
ly inaugurated Arabian
Travel Market (ATM)
2023, signalling the
commencement of the
30th edition of the Mid-
dle East’s biggest travel
and tourism exhibition.
Sheikh Ahmed bin Mo-
hammed affirmed that
Dubai, under the vision-
ary leadership of His

Over 2,000 exhibitors, includ-
ing Emirates, Expedia Group,
Hilton and Burj Al Arab, from
more than 100 countries are at
this year’s ATM, with over 100
first-time exhibitors. Around 12
companies from Pakistan
participated therein

and Emirates First Class

ounge was named “Best
Airport Lounge in the
Middle East”.

The Arabian Travel
Market 2023, now in its
30th year, is the region’s
largest annual travel and
trade exhibition, wel-
coming more than 35,000
attendees from 150 coun-
tries.

Dubai’s successful

Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President
and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of
Dwubai, has been transformed into a major invest-
ment hub and a launching pad for regional and
global companies, enabling them to establish and
promote various economic activities,

Emirates has successfully wrapped up its par-
ticipation at the 30th edition of Arabian Trawvel
Market (ATM), welcoming over 16,000 visitors to
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participation at ATM
2023 follows the strong performance by its tour-
ism sector in Q1 2023 which saw the city welcome
4.67 million international overnight visitors from
January to March, compared to 3.97 million tour-
ists during the same period in 2022, a 17 percent
YoY growth and achieving 98 percent of pre-pan-
demic levels in Q1 2023, making it the fastest re-
covering destination globally. =
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ast year, the US dollar was the king of

the world. The world’s reserve currency

had once again confirmed its status as

the ultimate safe haven, crushing rivals
gold, the Swiss franc, the Japanese yen and Bit-
coin.

As the US Federal Reserve raised rates to
fight inflation, overseas investors piled in seeking
a higher rate of return, driving the dollar to a 20-
year high.

Then as September drew to a close, sentiment
shifted. Instead of fleeing trouble, investors start-
ed looking forward to the day when the Federal
declared victory in the war on inflation and start-
ed cutting interest rates instead.

Falling US interest rates would turbocharge
global stock markets as investors embraced risk
again while fleeing bonds. Anticipating this mo-
ment, the US Dollar Index — a measure of the
value of the greenback against a weighted basket
of major currencies — duly crashed, falling 10
percent from last autumn’s highs.

It staged a brief rally during the banking cri-
sis when investors ran scared of another banking
meltdown but have been sliding again in recent
days.

“A weaker dollar would be welcomed by many
after last year's dominance, including in the US",
says Victoria Scholar, head of investment at In-
teractive Investor.

“It could boost the US stock market by mak-
ing the country’s exports cheaper to foreign buy-
ers. Apple, Amazon, Tesla, Nike and others have
all pointed to the greemback’s appreciation as a
significant headwind for profitability.”

A dollar sell-off could also boost demand
for oil, gold and other commodities, which are
priced in dollars and will be cheaper to buyers in
other currencies if the greenback fades.

“This will boost the economies of emerging
markets countries such as Brazil and Mexico,
which are heavily reliant on these exports,” Ms
Scholar says. The strong dollar has been tough
on emerging markets by driving up the cost of
servicing their dollar-denominated debts.

These could now become more manageable,
if the dollar continues to weaken, giving them a
further boost. “Emerging market inflation rates
may also fall as their own currencies strengthen
against the dollar,” Ms Scholar says.

Currency values swing all the time, but the
dollar now faces a major long-term challenge to
its reserve currency status.

Not everybody likes playing by US rules. Rus-
sia and China would like to call a halt to dol-
lar hegemony, and they’re not the only ones. In
2019, Malaysia’s then Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad floated the idea of a common trading
currency for East Asia that would be pegged to
gold.

At the start of the millennium, almost
three-quarters of global currency reserves were
held in dollars. Today, that’s fallen to 59 per cent,
according to the International Monetary Fund,
and the slide looks set to continue.

The dollar’s reserve currency status hands the
US political power as well as economic strength,
and it hasn't been afraid to use it.

To punish Russia for invading Ukraine, west-
ern governments froze §300 billion of Russia’s
foreign currency reserves last year, roughly half
the total, and expelled Russian banks from the
Swift international payments system.

So-called dollar “weaponisation” has rattled
many countries and not just Russia, says Jason
Hollands, managing director of investment plat-
form Bestinvest.

“Countries willing to continue to trade with
Russia, like India and China, have started doing
so in rupees and yuan instead, triggering talk of
the de-dollarisation of the international trading
order.”

“Brazil and China are now trading with each
other in yuan, helping to establish the Chinese
renminbi as an international currency and dollar
challenger, especially in commodities,” MrHol-
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Yuan posing huge
challenge to dollar

Not everybody likes playing by US rules. Russia and China would

like to call a halt to dollar hegemony, and they’re not the only

ones. In 2019, Malaysia’s then Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad

floated the idea of a common trading currency for East Asia that

would be pegged to gold

lands adds. Dollar pricing makes life difficult for
other countries because, when the greenback ris-
es, essentials like oil get more expensive, leaving
the big commodity importers at the mercy of ex-
change rate movements.

“Strengthening economic ties and trade rela-
tionships between China and Russia are enhanc-
ing the yuan's appeal because it offers them a
more stable exchange rate,” says Vijay Valecha,
chief investment officer at Century Financial.

The so-called “petroyuan” would make big
inroads into dollar dominance, MrValecha says.
“Even G10 nations are

Coghlan, chief market analyst consulting for
HYCM.

“Yet, with some economists predicting that
China's GDF will outpace the US by 2030, the
next decade will be crucial.”

“If the dollar did lose its reserve status to the
yuan ome day, the subsequent drop in demand
would hit the greenback hard and boost rival cur-
rencies such as the euro,” MrCoghlan says.

“In the US, borrowing costs would surge as
demand for government bonds crumbles, while
its substantial debt pile would also grow at pace.”
Politically, the impact

shifting away from the
dollar and towards local
currencies, as a safegoard
against a soaring dollar
and a US debt ceiling
blow-up.”

“Reports of the death
of the dollar have been

around for at least 50

The dollar is in a weaker
position with China, Russia,
Saudi Arabia and Iran moving
away from pricing and trading
energy in US dollars

would be even greater
“China would become the
dominant global force,”
he says.

Dollar strength has
been built on US econom-
ic wealth, political stabil-
ity, military might, rule
of law, property rights

vears but it hasn't hap-
pened yet,” says David Morrison, senior market
analyst at Trade Nation.

“However, the dollar is in a weaker position
with China, Russia, Saudi Arabia and Iran mov-
ing away from pricing and trading energy in US
dollars.”

The US dollar still dominates global trade,
with almost 90 percent of forex trade involving
the greenback.

It is hard to see the dollar losing its reserve
status in the near to medium future, says Giles
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and sophisticated finan-
cial systems, none of which are going to vanish
overnight. The yuan makes up just 7 percent of
global foreign exchange transactions, a small but
fast-growing share, MrCoghlan says.

“The global economy is hard-wired to the US
dollar, but as China's influence and power grows
that could change as more countries start using
the yuan.”

“King Dollar” is a long way from losing its
crown yet, after a century, it is finally facing a
serious challenge to its power. =
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he agreement was signed between the Min-

istries of Science and Technology Pakistan

and the Federal Republic of Ethiopia. The

Ethiopian delegation led by Minister of
State DrFoziaAmeen arrived at the Ministry of Sai-
ence and Technology Islamabad. During the visit, the
importance was highlighted for establishing a frame-
work for increased cooperation between the science
and educational communities of the two countries
in the areas of science, technology, engineering,
and education for their mutual benefit and peaceful
purposes. All activities under this agreement will be
undertaken in collaboration with partners in Ethio-
pia and Pakistan. The diplomatic ties between both
nations were established in 1958, since then Pakistan
and Ethiopia have enjoyed a cordial relationship and
made great progress on bilateral, regional, and inter-
national matters and issues.

Honorary Consul General of Ethiopia in Pali-
stan Ibrahim Khalid Tawab has said that the direct
flights between Pakistan and Ethiopia will prove to
be a catalyst for enhancing economic and trade rela-
tions between the two countries.

Ibrahim said that the inauguration of the Ethi-
opian Embassy in Islamabad and the start of direct
flights between the two countries will prove to be a
milestone in advancing diplomatic, economic, cul-
tural and people-to-people relations between them.

Addressing a Pakistan- Ethiopia Business Forum
on the occasion of the inauguration of the Ethiopian
Embassy in Islamabad with the Ambassador of Ethi-
opia in Pakistan JemalBekerAbdula and other digni-
taries, he said that in order to increase the economic
cooperation between Ethiopia and Pakistan, three
basic factors are crucial: promotion of economic co-
operation, promotion of trade and export and mutu-
al investment.

Ibrahim Khalid said that the role of Ethiopia
will be extremely important for the promotion of
economic and trade relations with Pakistan in the
African region, so the business communities of both
countries carry a heavy responsibility to do their best
to promote mutual economic and trade cooperation.

He said that with the opening of the Ethiopian
embassy in Pakistan and the start of direct flights, it
is clear that the economic and commercial cooper-
ation between the two countries is inevitable in the
future and the role of the business community and
the chambers of commerce will be very important in
this regard. We need advanced planning and action-
able thinking.

Ibrahim Khalid said that under his leadership, a
70-member delegation of Pakistani businessmen vis-
ited Ethiopia where business meetings provided an
opportunity for the business communities of both
sides to understand each other and gave positive in-
dications for mutual business on both sides.

He said that in the business delegation, business-
men and investors from all major sectors of Pakistan
including textile, leather, I'T, paper industry, pharma-
ceutical and other sectors went to Ethiopia and had
fruitful meetings with businessmen related to their
sector and discussed future business plans.

He said that there are huge opportunities for Pa-
kistani businessmen in Ethiopia which they can take
full advantage of. The Counsel General said that
Ethiopia will prove to be the gateway to Africa for
Pakistan, which has economic growth at a rate of 6.1
percent. He said that Ethiopia with a population of
120 million is the second largest market in Africa in
terms of population, and this large mutual market of
3350 million people combined with Pakistan's market
of 230 million people can bring economic benefits to
both countries. He said that Ethiopian Airlines is the
largest airline in Africa, which has 170 internation-
al and 65 regional destinations, which can play its
role in connecting Pakistan to all African countries
and other destinations. Pakistan's Foreign Secretary
AsadMajeed Khan praised Ethiopian Consul Gen-
eral in Pakistan Mohsin Khalid Tawab for his efforts
to increase economic cooperation between the two
countries. He said that such efforts should be contin-
ued for the development of deeper relations between
the two countries in future.

JemalBekerAbdula, Ambassador of Ethiopia
to Pakistan reiterated that they would continue to
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luthiopia, Pakistan
agree to enhance
ties in trade, science,

education

Thlscooperauﬂnlschrumﬂllmportaneeforestahhshmgaframework
lo increase cooperation in science, technology, engineering, and
education for mutual benefit and peaceful purposes between the
science and education communities in both countries

play a role in further improving business relations
between both countries. Minister of State for Inno-
vation and Technology of Ethiopia DrFoziya Amin
said that visit of the Ethiopian delegation to Pakistan
would contribute to further strengthening trade ties
between both countries. She said that there are vast
opportunities for cooperation between both coun-
tries in various fields including economy, IT, science
and technology. She stressed the need for taking full
benefit of them as Pakistan is an important country
for Ethiopia in South Asia due to its geographical
location and similarly, Ethiopia is a gateway for Pa-
kistan to Africa. She said this while addressing a lun-
cheon reception hosted by Engineer Azharul Islam
Zafar, Vice President, ICCI in honour of the visiting
Ethiopian delegation.

South Asian and Central Asian countries. He said
that both countries should make joint efforts for eco-
nomic integration and participation in regional and
global economic and trade activities.

Jemal Beker Abdula, Ambassador of Ethiopia
to Pakistan said that the start of direct flights by the
Ethiopian airline with Pakistan would be helpful
in improving business and investment relations be-
tween the two countries. EngrAzharul Islam Zafar,
Vice President ICCI said that both countries can
cooperate in textiles, agriculture, construction and
many other fields. He termed the opening of a full-
fledged Ethiopian embassy in Pakistan and the start
of direct flights as a welcome development.

Khalid Igbal Malik, former President and Group
Leader highlighted the investment potential for Ethi-

DrFoziva Amin said
that women have an im-
portant role in the econom-
ic development of a country
and appreciated the role Pa-
kistani women are playing

Ethiopia will prove to be the
gateway to Africa for Pakistan,

opia in Pakistan’s tourism

The Counsel General said that sector and stressed that they

should take full advantage
of it.

Zafar Bakhtawari, for-
mer President & Secre-

in various fields includingyhjch has economic growth at at2y General UBG said

business and economy.

Speaking on the occa-
sion President ICCI Ahsan

rate of 6.1 percent

that Ethiopia is a growing
economy and the start of
direct flights to Pakistan

Zafar Bakhtawari said that Ethiopia should play its
role to get an observer state status for Pakistan in the
African Union. He said that the African Union is a
strong forum of the African nations and being an ob-
server state, Pakistan can play its role in developing
economic and trade relations among the African,

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

would help both countries to further strengthen
economic ties.

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HinaRab-
baniK har along with her Ethiopian counterpart Mis-
ganuArega inaugurated the opening of the Embassy
of Ethiopia in Islamabad. =
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Social media deeply penetrated
into travel industry of Pakistan

Despite a number of benefits that soc'lal media offers, there are
still challenges and opportunities which this media is presenting
to the travel industry in Pakistan. “As social media penetration
rapidly enhanced in Pakistan, many of the early challenges are
no longer relevant, as such they are taking new forms almost on a
monthly basis,” said Mohib Hassan

ocial media has revolutionized the way we

live, work, and connect with each other. And

when it comes to travel, this fact has a pro-

and experience their trips. From discovering new des-
tinations to finding the best deals, social media has
become an indispensable tool for travellers of all ages
In Pakistan, social media has played a key role
in promoting tourism and highlighting the beauty of
our country to a wider audience. Platforms like Ins-
tagram, Facebook, and Tiktok have given a safe ha-
ven to travellers of all walks of life, from individual
users sharing funny videos to guided tours of exotic
a result, more destinations have been rediscovered by
virtue of social media which has led to a wider diversi-
ty of travel experiences even by those who are regular

travellers. More boutique hotels, like luxury glamping,
have sprung up in the unlikeliest and remotest of plac-
es, such as the Deosai Plains, Wadi Rum, and many
more.

But social media has not only impacted the way
people travel, it has also changed the way they plan
and book their trips. Companies like Sastaticket.pk
have leveraged social media platforms to engage with
customers and promote their services. According to
Mohib Hassan, COO of Sastaticket.pk: “At Sastatick-
et we utilize social media platforms to different effects.
The first use case is to help customers with any prob-
lems or queries they have. Our customers can reach us
on Facebook, Instagram, and even Whats App to have
their queries answered within minutes.” Sastaticket.
pk also uses social media to promote new routes, new
vendors, and exciting new money-saving innovations.

the experiences of its customers as well. On LinkedIn,
the company primarily uses the platform for recruit-
ment, highlighting its company culture, displaying the
latest adventures of its internal adventure club, and
highlighting the contributions its leaders and team
members make to make the travel booking easy for
all.

Despite a number of benefits that social media

sented by this media to the travel industry in Pakistan.
“As social media penetration rapidly enhanced in Pa-
kistan, many of the early challenges are no longer rel-
evant as such they are taking new forms almost on a
monthly basis,” said Mohib Hassan. “The community
has much to learn and progress, and it has been heart-
| ening to see our social
| media users increase
| their understanding of
' the platform, trying out
| unique types of content
gcmnnn amongst a
host of opportunities
_bc;l.nglcv:mgcd”
One of the biggest
o challenges that social
media presents is the
prevalence of fake
news and the need to t:mstm:ltljrmumtt}rﬂmmlmc
reputation of companies. However, the benefits of
social media far outweigh the challenges, and com-
panies like Sastaticket.pk are committed to using it to
provide their customers with the best possible travel
experience. “We believe that social media is a pow-
erful tool to connect with our customers and engage
with them on a deeper level,” said Mohib Hassan.
“It allows us to address their queries and concerns in
real-time and provide them with a seamless booking
experience.”

Social media has opened up new opportunities
for the travel industry in Pakistan, and companies like
Sastaticket.pk are leading the way in leveraging these
opportunities to promote tourism and showcase the
beauty of the country. With social media becoming
more ubiquitous every day, the future looks bright for

Social media a cornerstone of

modern digital marketin

Social commerce refers to the integration of e-commerce with
social media platforms, allowing customers to make purchases
directly from social media posts. This trend is set to become more
prevalent in 2024, with platforms like Instagram and Facebook
offering more features to facilitate social commerce

ocial media has become a cornerstone of

modern digital marketing, with businesses of

all sizes using these platforms to reach their

target audiences and build brand awareness.
As we approach 2024, several trends are emerging
that are set to shape the future of social media mar-
keting. Here are some of the key trends to watch out
for. Video content has become increasingly popular
on social media in recent years, and this trend is set
to continue. Video content has been proven to be
more engaging and effective at driving conversions
than other types of content, such as text or images.
In 2024, businesses will need to prioritize creating
high-quality video content that is optimized for social
media platforms. Social commerce refers to the inte-
gration of e-commerce with social media platforms,
allowing customers to make purchases directly from

FACEBOOK COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

social media posts. This trend is set to become more
prevalent in 2024, with platforms like Instagram and
Facebook offering more features to facilitate social
commerce. Businesses that embrace social commerce
will be able to offer a more streamlined shopping ex-
perience to their customers and drive more sales.

Influencer marketing has become a popular strat-
egy for businesses to reach their target audience on
social media. However, in 2024, we can expect to see
the evolution of influencer marketing as brands seck
to work with micro-influencers, who have smaller but
more engaged followings, and nano-influencers, who
have even smaller followings but are highly trusted by
affordable for smaller businesses.

Social media platforms have become an increas-
ingly popular channel for customers to seek support
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gﬂuﬁm for their issues. In 2024, businesses
m]lnnodto;uicﬁtizcsccialmcdiacusMctsenioc
to improve customer satisfaction and loyalty. This
may involve investing in Al-powered chatbots to
provide instant support or hiring dedicated customer
service staff to monitor and respond to social media
messages. Emphasis on social media privacy, with
growing concerns around data privacy, social media
platforms are under increased pressure to prioritize
privacy and transparency. In 2024, we can expect to
see more regulation and scrutiny around how social
media platforms collect and use user data. Businesses
will need to ensure they are compliant with these reg-
practices.

In conclusion, the future of social media market-
ing is set to be dynamic and ever-evolving. By keeping
an eye on emerging trends and adapting their strat-
egies accordingly, businesses can stay ahead of the
competition and continue to effectively reach their
target audience on social media. Whether it’s invest-
ing in video content, embracing social commerce, or
prioritizing social media customer service, businesses
must be prepared to adapt to the changing social me-
dia landscape in 2024 and beyond.
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ational Energy Efficiency and Conser-

vation Authority (NEECA) is working

on a programme to replace the exist-

ing stock of old, inefficient fans with
energy-efficient fans with effect from July 1st on-
wards.

“The fan replacement programme will target
three tiers of the society including low-income
class, average income/middle class, and high-in-
come class,” said SabeihHaideri, Director of Strat-
egy Management at NEECA.

“Under the programme, mechanisms such as
bill financing and easy installment loans will be
offered to facilitate the replacement of old fans for
each income group,” Director of Strategy Man-
agement Office National Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Authority (NEECA) SabeihHaideri
expressed these views while talking to the media.

NEECA has already informed the fan manu-
facturing firms to prepare for producing energy-ef-
ficient fans as per standards approved by Pakistan
Standard and Quality Control Authority (PSQ-
CA). The PSQCA has also prepared a statutory
regulatory order (SRO) to legally bind the fan
manufacturers to produce such fans for the effec-
tive implementation of energy efficiency and con-
servation initiatives.

To make energy-efficient fans affordable, a plan
is under consideration to sell them in installments
to consumers and cost may be recovered through
electricity bills.

“If all the existing inefficient fans are replaced
with energy-efficient ones, it is expected that it will
help save Rs 700 billion annually, as the energy-ef-
ficient fans will consume about 40 to 60 watts of
electricity compared to the old ones consuming
about 120 to 130 watts of electricity,” Sabeih said.

He said a ban will be imposed on the manu-
facturing of electrical fans with an energy efficien-
cy rate of less than 90%, and only the fans with
an energy efficiency rate of more than 90% will
be allowed. The most energy-efficient fans have a
three-star energy rating from NEECA, and such
fans are specially designed with energy efficiency
and high performance.

“Energy efficiency and conservation had been
neglected in Pakistan for decades as the planners
mostly focused on adding generation capacity rath-
er than working on reducing the energy demand,”
said Mustafa Abdullah, a solar and wind project
developer and Chief Executive Officer (CEQ) of
Moro Power Company Private Limited.

He said energy efficiency and conservation can
provide highly impactful and cost-effective solu-
tions to quickly respond to energy crises. Given
the high energy intensity of Pakistan's economy
and the emerging energy efficiency market, there
is a huge scope for demand-side improvement.

According to energy experts, if the existing
high electricity consumption fans are replaced
by energy-efficient fans, it can reduce power
load-shedding to a considerable level.

The government’s initiative of banning con-
ventional fans is expected

Free download: flare.pk
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Plan to install energy-
efficient fans from

July to save Rs 700
billion annually
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Ban will be imposed on the manufacturing of electrical fans
with an energy efficiency rate of less than 90%, and only the fans
with an energy efficiency rate of more than 90% will be allowed.
The most energy-efficient fans have a three-star energy rating
from NEECA, and such fans are specially designed with energy

efficiency and high performance

Labels.

Sales Officer of Pak Fans Sohail Saeed said:
“Our company has been producing energy-effi-
cient fans for the last two years. The resurgence
of load-shedding [power cuts] has also underlined

to boost the manufactur-
ing of international stan-
dard energy-efficient fans
which will pave the way
for enhancing exports.
“By binding the local
manufacturers to produce
energy-efficient fans as
per internatiomal stan-
dards, we will be able

To make energy-efficient fans
affordable, a plan is under
consideration to sell them in
installments to consumers and
cost may be recovered through
electricity bills

the need for the manufac-
ture of energy-efficient
inverter fans.”

“Currently, the ener-
gy-efficient fans consti-
tute a small portion of
the total national produc-
tion but their production
is gradually increasing.
The government's plan
to ban the production of

to save electricity. This
initiative will also boost
fan exports to the international market,” Sabhei-
hHaideri said.

As per NEECA, the production and purchase
of traditional fans will stop from July this year in
order to save electricity under the energy conserva-
tion plan. NEECA has been tasked with ensuring
the production of low energy-consuming fans re-
quiring 40 to 60 watts.

Presently, 21 manufacturers with a total of 37
models have qualified for 3-Star Pakistan Energy
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high electricity consum-
ing fans has also contributed towards boosting the
production of energy-efficient fans.”

Sohail further said, “Initially, the production
of energy-efficient inverter fans was slow but now
it has paced up, as they are more in demand com-
pared to the conventional fans.”

Explaining the procedure for NEECA certifi-
cation, he said the applicants (fan manufacturers)
need to send their samples to the accredited lab-
oratory. The lab tests the product in accordance
with the set standards and submits a report to the

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

NEECA which gives a rating on the basis of the
report.

“The higher the number of stars, the better the
quality and energy efficiency of the fan. The three-
star energy efficiency rating is the highest industry
standard,” he added.

Pak Fans produce 3-star NEECA-certified fans
between 50 to 65 watts whereas conventional fans
use over 75 watts. The price of a 65-watt energy-ef-
ficient fan is Es9,000 while the conventional fan is
sold at Es8,700.

“At present, Pak Fans manufactures 60 percent
conventional and 40 percent inverter technology
and solar fans. We are not sure what will happen
to the corrent stock of conventional fans in the
market and the manufacturers once the ban gets
implemented,” he added.

Replying to a query, he said the NEECA-cer-
tified energy-efficient fans were more in demand.
“We may start exporting such energy-efficient fans
in future but currently we are exporting both con-
ventional and solar fans,” he added.

It is pertinent to mention that the gap between
the power supply and demand is around 5,000-
3,500 megawatts. In view of the persistent ener-
gy crisis, the government has embarked upon an
energy conservation plan and the manufacture of
energy-efficient fans is part of the plan. =
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Historic Lahore
Diamond features
(Quecen Camilla necklace
at King’s coronation

{/ i
The Lahore Diamond holds a rich history, once as part of the

Lahore Treasure in what is now the Punjab region. After British

colonization in 1849, the diamond was presented to Queen Victoria

in 1851 and became a cherished possession, prominently worn as

a necklace in her Diamond Jubilee portraits

uring the recent coronation ceremony,

Queen Camilla adorned herself with

a significant necklace known as “the

Coronation Necklace.” Originally craft-
ed for Queen Victoria in 1858, this exquisite piece
showcases a remarkable collection of 26 diamonds,
including the Lahore diamond, a magnificent
22 .48-carat pendant.

The necklace’s captivating story traces back to
the British invasion of the Lahore Fort in 1840,
where they uncovered the hidden treasures of the
‘Toshakhana.’ These treasures, which remain rela-
tively unknown to the Subcontinentalcommunity,
included bags of diamonds, gharrasof gold jew-
ellery, precious stones, cashmere shawls, and rel-
ics associated with the Holy Prophet Mohammad
(PBUH).

Dr John Login, the fort’s administrator, diligent-
ly catalogued these treasures, although their true
extent in terms of quantity and quality remains un-
certain. It is likely that many of these items are now
held in private collections or were undocumented
at the time.

The diamonds seized during the fort invasion
were subsequently used to create this extraordinary
necklace, giving it its name. Today, it stands as one
of the world’s most valuable and expensive pieces
of jewellery, offering us a glimpse into its intriguing
origin.

The Lahore Diamond holds a rich history, once
as part of the Lahore Treasure in what is now the

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGATZINEOFFICIAL

Punjab region. After British colonization in 1849,
the diamond was presented to Queen Victoria in
1851 and became a cherished possession, promi-
nently worn as a necklace in her Diamond Jubilee
portraits.

Over the years, the Coronation Necklace played
a significant role in various coronation ceremonies.
Queen Alexandra wore it during her coronation in
1902, followed by Queen Mary in 1911 and Queen

Business News Magazine

la adorned the illustrious Queen Mary’s Crown.
This remarkable tiara, adorned with an astonish-
ing 2,200 diamonds, was originally created for her
great-grandmother, Queen Mary, in 1911 to com-
memorate the coronation of King George V.

The historical significance of these regal jewels
added an extra touch of grandeur to the recent cor-
onation, symbolizing a new chapter in the monar-
chy’s illustrious history.

The UK's Pakistan Network, supported by the
British Council and the GREAT campaign, has
marked the coronation of their Majesties King
Charles ITI and Queen Camilla in style with a series
of events.

The British High Commission in Islamabad
hosted a black-tie ball, whilst the Deputy High
Commission in Karachi held a traditional garden

To reflect King Charles’s passion for youth de-
velopment, both events were themed around the
Commonwealth’s ‘Year of Youth’ campaign and
aimed to spotlight the many opportunities on offer
to young Pakistanis via the ‘Commonwealth Youth
Programme’.

Acting British High Commissioner, Andrew
Dalgleish, on the occasion said, “Ower 60 percent
of the Commonwealth'’s population are under 30,
some 1.5bn people. In Pakistan around 63 percent
of the population is between 15 and 33 years old.
For future stability and sustainable growth, we need
to ensure that these young people are properly en-
gaged with decision-making processes that will af-
fect their futures, and are equipped with the skills
and the opportunities to make a difference”.

With a focus on young people and Common-
wealth initiatives, guests at both events included:
Commonwealth Athletes, Commonwealth Corre-
spondents, Commonwealth Youth Council Mem-
bers, individuals from the Queen’s Commonwealth
Trust Pakistan Chapter and young entrepreneurs
from the Prince’s Trust, amongst others.

Meanwhile, members of staff from the British
High Commission and British Council in Islam-
abad as well as the Deputy High Commission in
Karachi took part in the ‘Big Help Out’. A UK ini-
tative designed to mark

Mother Elizabeth in 1937.

Even Queen Elizabeth
herself chose this neck-
lace, along with its match-
ing earrings, to grace her
Coronation Day in 1053.
Throughout her reign,
Queen Elizabeth continued
to wear this remarkable
jewellery set for special
occasions, including state
dinners.

During the recent cor-

During the recent coronation
at Westminster Abbey, King
Charles assumed the role of

monarch following Queen

Elizabeth’s passing, officially

(Queen Consort

the Coronation by encour-
aging people to get together
and volunteer to bring ben-
efit to their local communi-
ties.
In Islamabad, UK staff,
supported by Chevening
Alumni and members of
the City Development

declaring (Queen Camilla as his Autherity, voluateered to

beautify a section of the
Rose and Jasmin Garden,

onation at Westminster
Abbey, King Charles assumed the role of monarch
following Queen Elizabeth’s passing, officially
declaring Queen Camilla as his Queen Consort.
Queen Camilla radiated elegance in a stunning cor-
onation dress designed by Bruce Oldfield, comple-
mented by bespoke shoes crafted by British design-
er Eliot Zed, using the same silk fabric as her dress.
For the crowning moment, Queen Camil-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

now named ‘Common-
wealth Corner’, by installing two new park benches
and planting 56 trees, one for each Commonwealth
Nation. Whilst in Karachi, Deputy High Commis-
sioner, Sarah Mooney and Deputy Head of Mis-
sion, Martin Dawson, took part in the creation of
another ‘Commonwealth Corner’, planting 56 trees
in Salman Farsi Park in an event organised by Ka-
rachi Commissioner, Muhammed Igbal Memon. =
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Jazz Game Now and FreeFireaward RZX x
Legacy PKR 1 million for qualifying for the FFSI

Islamabad: Game Now,
Jazz's online eSports platform,
in collaboration with FreeFire,
a world-famous multiplayer
battle royale mobile game by
Garena, has awarded PKR 1
million to RZX x Legacy, the
winning team from Pakistan to
celebrate its qualification into
the FreeFire SEA Invitational
(FFSI) 2023,

Game Now and FreeFire
have collaborated to hand out a
pool prize money of PKR 1
million to RZX x Legacy,
which won the month-long
qualification rounds in Pak-
istan from among 1,152 local
teams and qualified as one of
the 18 teams to compete glob-
ally in the FFSI,

The upcoming tournament
will be hosted from 12th May

to 28th May in Thailand, and
the team will leave for Thailand
later this week.

Speaking at the event,

baps BdT

OHE MILLION
RUPEES ONLY

Jazz is committed to creating
and bolstering avenues of digi-
tal growth in Pakistan. For Pak-
istan in 2023 alone, the revenue

PHR 1,000,000

Kazim Mujtaba, Chief Com-
mercial Officer at Jazz, said,
“As a digital-first company,

in the online gaming market is
estimated to reach over $46
million, and by 2027 this value

is predicted at nearly $73 mil-
lion. These numbers indicate
lucrative global opportunities
for our youth and a tremen-
dous potential for economic
uplift, and Jazz is determined
to help materialize this through
Game Now."

Expressing similar zest,
Falak Gondal, Partnerships
Manager at FreeFire, said,
“The global online gaming in-
dustry is expected to reach a
value of over $32.5 billion by
2027.We are delighted to host
this celebratory event with Jazz
Game Now, to recognize the
brilliant gaming talent of Pak-
istan and help pave the way for
future gamers in the country.
This partnership is our token of
support for the local gaming
ecosystem and is aimed at fos-

tering a thriving gaming culture
where local talent is showcased
on the world stage.”

Syed Arsalan Qamar,
Stream Head Gaming and eS-
ports at Jazz, also highlighted
the immense potential of this
digital segment saying, “The
popularity of eSports in Pak-
istan calls for rapid develop-
ment in the sector and Jazz is
excited to play a trailblazing
role in unlocking this digital
achievement.”

Jazz Game Now has been
instrumental in supporting on-
line gamers in Pakistan to com-
pete globally Through this
initiative, Jazz is delivering on
United MNations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) 9
— Industry, Innovation and In-
frastructure. =

Ufone 4G and Pakistan Polio Programme join hands for polio
eradication in Pakistan

Islamabad: Ufone 4G, a
Pakistani Telecommunication
Company, has embarked on a
shared initiative with the
Polio Eradication Initiative
(PEI) in Pakistan to raise
awareness amongst the citi-
zens regarding the impor-
tance of polio eradication
through vaccination. In pur-
suit of this mission, Ufone
4G has launched an extensive
SMS broadcast across the dis-
tricts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), South
KPK, Balochistan, Sindh,
Punjab and Islamabad, ensur-
ing that the message reaches
far across Pakistan.

Ufone 4G exemplifies a
firm dedication to promoting
transformative change in so-
ciety, The vaccination drive

by the Polio Programme is
scheduled to commence on
May 15, 2023. This initiative

reflects Ufone 4G’s commit-
ment to go above and beyond
not just as a telecom service
provider but also by promot-
ing social welfare and making

a positive impact by tailoring
its initiatives to meet commu-
nity needs.

T

Speaking about the initia-
tive, Syed Atif Raza, Chief
Marketing Officer, Ufone 4G,
said, “Being a Pakistani and
a socially responsible com-

pany, Ufone 4G through its
collaboration with the Polio
Programme strives to ensure
that every child receives es-
sential polio vaccination in
the country, Through our
joint campaigns, community
outreach programs and wide-
spread network, we aim to
disseminate our message
throughout Pakistan. Our ob-
jective is to create awareness
and foster a sense of urgency
regarding the importance of
polio vaccination. Further-
more, by working hand in
hand with the Polio Pro-
gramme, we endeavor to
eliminate polio and safeguard
the health, well-being and the
future of children in our soci-
ety.”

Also sharing his thoughts,

Dr. Shahzad Baig, the Na-
tional Coordinator of the Na-
tional Emergency Operations
Centre (NEOC)said, “The
Polio Programme is glad to
partner with Ufone 4G in our
fight against polio. Together,
we'll use Ufone's 4G network
to spread our message in
every corner of the country,
By pooling our resources and
expertise, we're committed to
leaving no stone unturned in
our quest for a polio-free fu-
ture for every child in Pak-
istan.”

With a deep commitment
to the well-being of individu-
als, Ufone 4G endeavors to be
a shining example of unwa-
vering determination and
bring a positive change in the
lives of people of Pakistan, =

TECNO Mobile reduces prices for its customers in Pakistan

Lahore: TECNO Mobile, a
leading mobile phone brand in
Pakistan, has taken a step to
show its strong commitment
to its loyal customers by reduc-
ing the prices of some of its
popular models includes
Camon 19 Neo, Spark 8c,
Pova Neo, Pop 5 LTE in the
market,

The Camon 19 Neo, previ-
ously offered at rupees 57,999,
is now available for only
44 999, Similarly, the Spark
8C has now been reduced to
rupees 36,999 from its previ-
ous price of 43,999, The Pova
MNeo phone is now offered at a
price of 34,999 instead of the
previous price of 43,999,
Lastly, the POP 5 LTE, previ-
ously priced at rupees 32,999,
is now available for only
24,999,

TECNO

TECNO Announces Significant
Price Reductions Across its Smartphone Range

TECNO has always been
dedicated to offering its users
the best possible mobile phone
experience at an affordable
price. By lowering its mobile
phone prices, TECNO Mobile
ensures that its customers can
continue to use their favourite
brand's devices without worry-
ing about economic hardships.

Kelvin Zeng, CEQO of
TECMO Pakistan, stated: "At
TECNQ, we understand the
challenges that our customers
are facing in these uncertain
times, and we are committed
to providing them with afford-
able, high-quality products.
Our decision to reduce the
prices of our popular models
reflects our commitment to
our customers and our willing-
ness to go the extra mile to
make them happy." n
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Pakistan,

Moscow: Speakers includ-
ing Pakistami Senators, former
Pakistani ambassador, think
tanks representatives, current
Russian Ambassador to Pak-
istan and Russian scholars at
a conference held at Moscow
tracing the 75 years history of
relations between Pakistan and
Russia lauded the current pos-
itive trajectory of bilateral rela-
tions and emphasised their
importance for regional stabil-
ity.

To commemorate the 75th
anniversary of establishment
of Diplomatic relations be-
tween Pakistan and Russia, the
Institute of Oriental Studies in
collaboration with Pakistan

diplomatic ties

Embassy organized a two-day
international conference on
May 22-23 in Moscow.

Pakistan’s Senators Mr.
Waleed Igbal and Mr. Anwar
ul Hag Kakar co-chaired first
day of the conference,

-

The participants of the con-
ference noted growth of bilat-
eral relations in diplomatic and
economic domains . Various
ideas for further strengthening
this important relationship
were also discussed.

Free downlead: flare.pk

Russia celebrate 75 years of

Senator Mushahid Hussain
Syed, Former Pakistan Ambas-
sador Qazi Khalilullah and
representatives of a number of
Palkistan based think tanks par-
ticipated online, Russian Am-
bassador to Pakistan HUE,
Danila V. Ganich, delivered his
statement online,

Director of the Institute
Prof. Alikber K. Alikberov,
Prof Dr. Vyacheslav Y. Be-
lokrenitsky and Dr., Deputy
Director Vasily A. Kuznetsov
also presented their analysis of
the relations between the two
countries. Russian experts on
Pakistan also presented their
views on the growing Pakistan-
Russia relations. =

Easy access
hensive guide

Lahore: The advancement
of technology has brought
about a significant shift in our
way of living, with smart-
phones becoming an indispen-
sable part of our daily routines,
We rely on our smartphones for
a variety of tasks, from staying
in touch with loved ones and
colleagues to accessing infor-
mation and completing every-
day tasks. However, providing
the most advanced smart-
phones can never be enough for
a seamless user experience, This
1s where vivo's customer service
team comes in — providing the
best possible support and guid-
ance to its customers.

As a leading brand in the in-

to exceptional customer support: A compre-
to vivo's commitment to customer satisfaction

dustry, vivo prioritizes deliver-
ing exceptional customer serv-
ice that meets and exceeds the

customers' expectations, The
brand understands that cus-
tomer satisfaction and trust are
vital to its success and takes
pride in providing proactive so-
lutions by anticipating its cus-
tomers' needs,

vivo's team of experts is al-

ways on standby to provide per-
sonalized support and guidance
— ensunng a smooth and has-
sle-free experience for users.
The brand believes every cus-
tomer 1s unique and deserves
mmdividual attention, so vivo
takes the time to understand
their specific requirements and
offer tailored solutions that
cater to their needs. The ulti-
mate goal of the company is to
build long-lasting relationships
with 1ts customers by providing
exceptional service at every
touch point, fostering trust, and
loyalty.

vivo understands that life
can be unpredictable, and those
unexpected situations can arise,

such as losing your smart-
phone. The company aims to
make its customers' lives easier
by providing quick and conven-
ient solutions to their queries,
no matter how small or large.
vivo's FAQs page is a prime ex-
ample of this.

vivo understands the impor-
tance of communication,
which i1s why it makes itself
available on Facebook and In-
stagram at Facebook and Insta-
gram. Furthermore, vivo has a
dedicated WhatsApp chat at
042-35710132 and a toll-free
line at 0800-00111, available
from 9:00AM to 6:00PM, to
address any queries for cus-
tomers, =

PTCL Group celebrates the # TayyarHo anthem!

Islamabad: PTCL Group
(PTCL and Ufone 4G) has
launched its first ever Group
Anthem #TayyarHo showcas-
ing the employees’ commit-
ment to serve customers with
unparalleled excellence.

The PTCL Group's new an-
them is more than just a song,
PTCL Group embarked on the
#TayyarHo journey about a
year ago. What is TayyarHo? It
is a call to action for the em-
ployees to build a comprehen-
sive ecosystem at PTCL Group
which will enable the company
to deliver extraordinary solu-
tions & experiences for its cus-

tomers,

Speaking on the occasion,
Group Chief People Officer,
Muhammad Shoaib Baig said,

“This anthem is a dynamic ex-
pression of our passion to de-
liver the best services &
experiences to our customers,

At the PTCL Group, we turn
challenges into our competi-
tive edge, driving Pakistan to-
wards a digitally connected
future. 1 am certain that this
anthem will inspire and ener-
gize our teams further to give
their best shot despite all
odds.”

PTCL and Ufone 4G is
committed to fostering a work-
place that allows employees to
express their talent for per-
sonal and professional success
and fulfilment, The anthem is
available on all PTCL and
Ufone 4G social media plat-
forms. =

Standard Chartered, Bll sign $40m risk-participation agreement

Islamabad: Standard Char-
tered Bank Pakistan Limited re-
cently signed an unfunded
Risk-Participation Agreement
with British International In-
vestment (BII), the UK’s devel-
opment finance institution and
impact investor, to provide sup-
port to the microfinance sector
in Pakistan. Subject to authori-
sation from the State Bank of
Pakistan, the two institutions
will enter into a USD40 million

Q S{'Un:}'c.‘r"
Y chartersd
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programme, under which BII
will cover 50 per cent of Stan-
dard Chartered’s risk on local
currency loans to the target sec-
tor. The agreement was marked
by a signing ceremony in
Karachi to mark BIT's 75th an-
niversary. The DFI also cele-
brated 35 years and over $350
million worth of investment in
Pakistan as well as a renewed
commitment to financial inclu-
sion, ®
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Akhuwat Founda-
tion, Beaconhouse
join hands for a
more equitable so-
Clet'y'

Lahore: Beaconhouse
Group educational institutions
and Akhuwat Foundation have
signed an MoU to leverage
their respective strengths and
collaborate in their philan-
thropic efforts which include
collecting clothes, toys, and
other in-kind donations for the
less privileged.

Under this MolU, the Bea-
conhouse Group will assist
Akhuwat Foundation by set-
ting up Akhuwat Clothes
Banks (ACB) at various Bea-
conhouse campuses across
Pakistan and will encourage its
faculty and student body vol-
unteers to actively participate
in the foundation's ongoing ef-
forts and initiatives aimed at
serving the less privileged
members of society. m

Foodpanda launches
Pandago

Karachi: Foodpanda, Pak-
istan's leading delivery plat-
form, has introduced Pandago
for consumers, an innovative
on-demand delivery service
tailored to cater to the evolv-
ing needs of consumers. Ini-
tially an exclusive B2B service,
Pandago now extends its ben-
efits to C2C deliveries, grant-
ing users seamless access to
Foodpanda's extensive rider
fleet for affordable, anytime
deliveries.n

KE signs MoU for Two
660MW coal plants

Karachi: K-Electric has
mnked an (MoU with the Sindh,
Oracle Power, and PowerChina
for the potential development
of 2%660 MW coal-fired power
project based on Thar coal.

KE was represented by
CEQO Moonis Alvi, while Sec-
retary Energy Abu Bakar
Ahmed was present from the
Government of Sindh, CEQ
Naheed Memon from Oracle
Power, and Cheng Qiang from
PowerChina.w
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UPaisa introduces digital QR code scan fea-
ture for hassle-free transactions

Islamabad: In line with its
commitment to providing
high-quality user journeys,
UPaisa has introduced an in-
novative QR Code Scan fea-
ture on its digital app to bring
unprecedented ease and con-
venience to its users. The inno-
vative upgrade simplifies
financial transactions and en-
hances the usability of finan-
cial technology for a larger
section of the population.

UPaisa is one of the most
trusted financial brands when
it comes to ease of access, se-
curity, and reliability and the

new nnovative feature en-
hances user-friendliness of the

with the need for mamual data
and information entry. Going
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paisay send aur receive karo
kabhi bhi kaheen bhi

app manifolds by doing away

forward, UPaisa users will just

need to scan the recipient’s
QR Code and transfer funds in
a secure and hassle-free man-
ner.

The feature also allows
UPaisa users to create, save
and share their QR codes with
other users, enabling easy fund
transfers with just a simple
scan. UPaisa 1s available to all
data users, who can download
and install the app from Play
Store or App Store and start
using it right away to experi-
ence swift and convenient fi-
nancial transactions. Ufone
4G users can also access the

feature by simply dialing
*786# from their handsets.

UPaisa constantly inno-
vates and invests significantly
in the modernization of its
services and infrastructure to
deliver a superior user experi-
ence to its customers. Apart
from its core operations, the
platform has been instrumen-
tal in fostering the financial in-
clusion of unserved and
underserved communities in
Palistan, thereby opening new
avenues for their socioeco-
nomic integration and devel-
opment. 's

Zong 4G partners with Allied Rental
Modaraba known for Caterpillar

Islamabad: Zong 4G, one
of Pakistan's leading telecom-
munications networks, has

parinered with Allied Rental
Modaraba - Caterpillar, a
leading equipment and ma-
chinery rental provider in Pak-

sectors.

Under the contract and
MoU signed by both parties,
Zong 4G will provide all nec-
essary support to Allied Rental
Modaraba - Caterpillar to
bring diversity and advance-

ALLIED RENTAL MODARABA - CATERPILLA|
T

istan, to develop synergies for
communication services and
digital solutions.

The partnership aims to
pave the way for digital trans-
formation in Pakistan’s manu-
facturing, logistics, and energy

ment to Pakistan's industrial
landscape through digitaliza-
tion,

The partnership will lead
to the development of joint
ventures in the areas of digital
and Saa$ solutions, creating

new opportunities for growth
and innovation.

Commenting on the part-
nership, the spokesperson for
Zong 4G said, “We are
pleased to collaborate with Al-
lied Rental Modaraba — Cater-
pillar to bring digital solutions
to Pakistan's manufacturing,
logistics, and energy sectors.
QOur partnership will help in
creating new business oppor-
tunities, improving productiv-
ity, and driving economic
growth in the country.”

“As a leading telecommu-
nications network, we are
committed to providing our
customers with the latest tech-
nologies and digital solutions
to help them stay ahead of the
competition.”

The parinership between
Zong 4G and Allied Rental
Modaraba - Caterpillar is a
significant step towards digital
transformation and innovation

PITB launches Bizlinks in col-
laboration with tech industry

Lahore: Partnering with the
tech leaders in the private sec-
tor to improve the digital foot-
print of Pakistan and IT
exports is the underlying spirit
behind the Punjab Information

wide and globally. In this re-
gard, PITB Chairman Faisal
Yousaf hosted an event at Arfa
Software Technology Park
(ASTP) that included leading

players from the IT industry

Technology Board’s (PITE) lat-
est initiative, ‘BizLinks’.

The initiative is a major
step forward towards collabo-
rative engagement with tech
leaders through strategic part-
nerships and jointly exploring
business opportunities nation-

and members of the public sec-
tor,

A special portal was also
launched during the event
which showcases PITB's prod-
ucts and services and the
signup facility for interested
partmers.=

Delegation
from Coca-Cola

Eurasia & ME
visits Pakistan

Islamabad: A delegation of
Coca-Cola visited Islamabad
to strengthen the relationship
with its vast network of part-
ners and government. Govern-
ment meetings were also held
with Tarig Pasha, Special Ad-
visor to PM on Revenue, Asad
Rehman Gillani, Federal Sec-
retary, Bol and other key deci-
sion-makers. They discussed
the current macro-economic
challenges, investment time-
lines and policies.»

JazzCash, CBA join hands to promote digital
financial services

Islamabad: JazzCash and
Community Business Agent
{(CBA) have formed a partner-
ship to provide Cash-In and
Cash-Out services to Jaz-
zCash customers through
CBA’s retail network. This
collaboration is expected to
have a significant impact on
the digital financial services
industry in Pakistan, making
it more convenient and acces-
sible for customers.

JazzCash is a leading mo-
bile wallet and branchless
banking services provider
with a significant market
share in mobile money activ-
ity in Pakistan.
jazzcash,.com.pk

Meanwhile, CBA is the
country’s largest digital distri-
bution platform, promoting
micro-entrepreneurship in the

country. cha.com.pk
The CEQO of CBA, Ghaz-

anfar Ali Khan, emphasized
the company’s commitment
to elevating micro-entrepre-

neurship and helping small
and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) to scale upwards and
achieve financial sustainabil-
ity. He underscored CBA’s
dedication to continuous im-
provement, innovation, and
collaboration to play a more
significant and impactful role
in the industry.

This partnership is a sig-
nificant step towards promot-
ing financial inclusion in
Pakistan. By joining forces,

these two leading companies
are making it easier for people
to access and use digital fi-
nancial services, which will
positively impact their lives.

Mr. Murtaza Ali, the
Head of JazzCash, speaking
at the occasion highlighted
the importance of strategic
partnerships in building new
verticals and avenues that will
result in building an ecosys-
tem for payments. This part-
nership will provide access
and ease of payments for Jaz-
zCash customers, contribut-
ing significantly to digital
financial inclusion in the
Country.

We are excited to witness
the impact of this partnership
on the industry and anticipate
more collaborations that will
bring greater financial em-
powerment to people across
Pakistan.”m

Karandaaz Pak-
istan partners
with Foodpanda

Islamabad: Karandaaz Pak-
istan & Foodpanda signed an
Mol which aimed to increase fi-
nancial inclusion in country by
facilitating the onboarding of cus-
tomers, who are habitual users of
the Cash on Delivery option
while ordering through the Food-
panda app, to digital payment op-
tions like mobile wallets, RAAST
ID and debit or credit cards.
Covid-19 sped up move towards
digitalisation, and countries with
better digital payment systems
did better during the crisis than
those that were slower to adopt
digital technologies. =
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vivo X80

6.78 Inch

Front Camera:32MP
Rear Camera50412412MP

4500maAh
B0W FlashCharge

RAM & ROM
12GB+256G6

Processor

MediaTek Dimensity 9000 (4 nm)

vivo V25e

6.44 Inch

Front Camera:32mp
Rear Camera:64+2+2MP

4500mAh
AW FlashCharge

RAM & ROM
8GB+256GE

MediaTek Helio G99 (6hm)

vivo YO2s

vivo V25 5G

Display £.44 Inch
= Front Camera:50MP
Gﬁmm Rear Camera:6+8+2MP
: A500mAhR
 Battery 44W FlashCharge
_ RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB
—_—— MediaTek Mt68T7
TRERSAOE Dimensity 900 (& nm)

vivo Y16

o am

/'

6.51 Inch

Front Camera:5mp
Rear Camera:8mp

S000mAR
10W Fast Charge

RAM & ROM
3GB+32GB

Octa-core (4 x 2.35 GHz Cortex-A53
+4 % 1.8 GHz Cortex-A33)

J

s

6.51 Inch

Front Camera:5mp
Rear Camera:13+2mp

5000mAh
10W FastCharge

RAM & ROM
4GB+64GB

Process Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz
| Cortex-AS3 + 4 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

vivo Y22

Display 6.55 Inch
Front Camera:BMP
. mera. Rear Camera:so+2mp
S000mah
| Baﬁﬂry 18W Fast Charge
= RAM & ROM
Memﬂry_. 4GB+64GB

'

el MediaTek Helio GB5 (12nm)
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,26,600

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm

CEBA (567 x2.81x0.321n)

= £.5 Inches, Super Retina XDR OLED
D.SPIE_Y capacifive touchscreen, 16M colors

12 WP, 1.8, 26mm (wida), 172,657

. 1, dual picel POAF, 0I5 12 MP
C'amﬂrﬂ . 20, 52mm (lelaphota), 1/3.4%, 1.0pm, POAF

. DHS, 2x oplical zooem 12 MP, #24, 13mm {ulawida)

——— MNon-removable Li-lon 3868
'Battary mah battery (15.04 Wh) Charging

Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

M - Ram:4GB, Card Slot:No
emoty Internal:64GB

Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:14,999

SVEEull AndroidTM 9 Pie

6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
FullScreen 1600*720

Rear: 13.0MP AF + VA Dual with Flash

Camera Frant: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera

ZEC|  5000mAn Battery

/[51151s'] 3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

| Face ID, aceelerometer, gyro, proximity, Fingerprint -
100l compass, barometer, Siri natural sng?fp sors 8 Functions
language commands and dictation —
r
el HONOR X6
Rs. 52,999
50MP 5000mAh | Expandable Storage
Triple Camera Battery Upto 1TB
rrr. 40,999 PKR. 46,999
CIPPCX SONY M08 Flogehip I3 SLPERVDOC =
Selfle Sansor 4600k Lerge Battery
Edhif 4 Trple Comen RAh¢ Exponsion
Bokeh Flrwa Prrirol Guotcomm eta-Lore Progassr
Microlens
DESIGN Color0S 12
Fherghss-Leother Design eusive Design
0RO Glow Smort Security
Litro-Skm Retre Design Ar Gustuee
(it Lt Smixrt Nefifioation Hiding
Oppo A76 5
Redmi Al+
Rs. 34,999
~

Oppo AT6- A Powerful Mid-Ranger

Smart tech Oppo is unwelling A7TE to the market soon. The Chinese
manufacturer Oppo is working on a new smartphone for its A-
series. The upcoming new handset will be a mid-ranger and it will
be launched in Malaysia. The newcomer will be named Oppo AT6.
The coming smartphone will be powered by the Qualcomm
SMB225 Snapdragen 630 4G (6 nm) chipset, this ks a powerful
chipset that Is used In upper-class handsets. The Oppo’s AT6 with
this processor will provide the user with powerful results. The
smartphone has got 2 2.4 GHr Ccta-Core processor under the
hood of this smartphone. Also, there is a powerful GPU of Adreno
610. The Oppo ATE's going to have a 6.56 Inches big screen size
and hwill provide the user with full HD plus the resclution of 720 x
1612 Pixels, And there is an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
display that is the |atest one and well known for its outstanding
results, This handset Oppa sharp A76 will be paired with a gigantic
R capacity of 6 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity of
the device show that it will enable the user to execute things
within seconds. The internal storage capacity of the smartphone is
128 gigabytes that are enough to store a huge amount of data for
future use, The Oppo is packing a Dual Camera in the back of A76.
The main camera is 13 megapixels and 2 megapixels. The selfie
camera ks 8 megapixels which will take wonderful pictures, The
upcoming new ATE got a side-mounted fingerprint sensor to
protect your data from loss, And the battery of this ATE is 5000
mih is planted inside the belly of the new A76 which is encugh to
keep running for almost one or two days of active use. And also
there is a Fast battery charging of 33W in this new handset which is
called A76 by Oppo. Mow Samsung and other smartphone

companies will be leoking to bring features like the Oppo ATE.

s

Redmi Al+
(2GB- 32GB)

Display: 6.52" HD+ Dot Drop display
Processor: MediaTek Helio A22

Rear Camera: BMP main camera
Battery: 5000mAh (typ)

Charging: 10W fast charging

Eng Haneh of
fey Frae
SUBSLT irton
STARZPLAY

O Gm
For Al §martphones
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Realme C21

X Mobile X7 Rs. 19,999

Realme C21 - A Mid-Rang Smartphone Of The Compamy

Smart tech Realme is launching the C21 smartphone o the
market. This Chinesa company presentad the G20 in the
January of this year, and Realma will presan! ils successor in
threa days. Mow all the specifications of this phone have
appeared on AliExpress, and even the price is known. This
smartphone will be Realme C21. The smariphone will be
powered by one of the latest chipsets available for
smariphones in the market that |s called MediaTek Hello G35
The new Realme's C21 has got a 2.3 GHz Octa-Core
processor under the hood of this handsel. This new upcoming
smariphone has a 6.52 Inches screen size which is a big-
scraan display, with an |PS LCD Capacitive Touchscrean, and
thiz dewvice Realme C21's going to have a full-HD display with
a resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. And also thera is a GPU of
PowerVR GES320 in this upcoming device, Also, there is
screan protection of Coming Gorlla Glass 3. The upcoming
new Raalme sharp C21 is packing the upcoming smanphona
with 4 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest peint of RAM used
In this smartphoene so you can say that your phong |S golng 1o
run al a super-fast spead because of its powerful RAM.
Realme has got 84 gigabytes of storage In C21 which means
that the capacity of your data is unlimitad. On the rear of tha
smariphone, thare is a Tripla Camara setup. The main sensor
of the smartphone C21 will be 13 megapixels. 2 megapixels, 2
megapixels, The selfie shooter in this phone C21 will be &
megapixels o make taking selfies more sasy and attractive
with this new C21. The smariphone has got a powerful battery
winich will be fucled with a Non-removable Li-Po 8000 mah
battery in C21 by Realme that will carry suppart Tor Fast
charging of 10W. Samsung and olher tech giants will face
sarious compatition whan this Realmea CG21 will release.
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Nokia C1
Rs:8,299

Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999

Nokia G1- Back with a Bang! ; 7 Hanor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have &
World Famous Nokia retums with C1, the phone with N Horor s going lo ralease 20 Pro in the near future. This
higher specifications and better chances of survival in % will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After
today,s Smariphone market. Equipped with dominant but launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available axpected to improve technalogy. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
from december 2018, as soon as the hot summer ends. coma up with something different. The handsel is packed
The company has been struggling since the Android with the latest SoC. Highly efficient camera setup, huge
papularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's memory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will come
C1is going to be releasa with much hp«:lsted Specs f.rnad packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
overhauled OS for & betler user experience. Eardier half smartphone and thal chipsat is called Kirin 980, This will
android halfl windows Smariphone serles werse also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's |z
disappointing but this time Nokla C1's specs are promizing a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
as coming with front snapper of 5MP and rear mounted 5 chipsets have a great performance ratio s compared to
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging the other handset of the flagships calegory. 20 Pro by
and recording. MNokia will implement Android OS5 8.0 with a Honor with this 7 nm SaC consumas lass energy and
twist on C1, last time the resull was terrble and resulted in provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
a failed X serles bul this time we can expect a miracle as will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes |
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel of intarnal stoerage, Honor Pro will have a 6,1-inch broad |
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may display screan that will present you Full HD# resolution, As
tead to something better. The phona is powered by a 1G8 the camera setup Is concemed, Like other flagships the
RAM so that C1 can run every applicalion user wanis, Honor 20°s Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch primary lens will be 48 megapixals and the secondary will
screen with 284 PP density for sharp images. C1 may be 16 megapixels with the third one & megapixals and 2
bring company back to life and reanter the smartphone Maga-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a solfle shootar
batile. The phone equips 18GE internal storage and of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by help you to capturs the natura and the selfie sensor will
Mokia is said to be B.&mm slim with 66% screan-to-body help you to gel pics of your own with your desired pose, 20 |
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy baitery of
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a 4000 mAh battery, There will an side-mounted fingerprint
sefous comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This scanner, Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants ars
Phone will definelly give fough time to budgets craating a healthy and competitive markat by producing
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And ) smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
Huawel. Nokia sharp C1 Is going to be launched In the to high budget customers. So, ke Samsung, the company
month of december 2018 by the chinese giants. P, also taking over other smartphone giants,
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X Mobile X2 Selfie

BART LF JRYE

|¥| Bulli-in

nam

Redmi 10A

(3GB- 64GB)

Rty Bidlary

MediaTek Helie G25
Octa-core Processor

Nokia 2.3
Rs:14,900

—,
Mokia 2.3 - ANew Eniry-level Smariphone

Tech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2, The up-gradallon is taught to be nol thal significant. It is
an entry-level smartphona with a well-known chipsat. The
internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Mokia's 2.3
ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be avallable in
Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color varants, The
information leaked aboul the chipse! of the new Mokia 2.3's,
confirms that it will be powered by the MediaTek8€™s Helio
AZ2. This chipsel will ba used in place of 28nm Snapdragon
425. This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Nokia
sharp 2.3. Different varianis of the phone will offer different
ranges of RAM and internal storage. One of the models is
packed with 2 gigabytes of RAM and MNokia is going o pack
this new upcoming smarphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of
internal storage. The nexi varianl will be available in 3
gigash'y'has of RAM capacity and the infemal storage of tha
phone will 32 gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may
offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phane may
also become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. it means that the new 2.3 will be fusled with a 4000
méAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower sida, stil
you will have enough power to keep the handset on toes. The
upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP alang with
an LED flash that Is placed jusl under the alone lens of the
phone. The front-facing camara will be 5 megapixels. The 2.3
by Mokia has no fingerprinl reader, As this is an antry-level
smariphone sc you expect & reasonable price tag. The
company is now compatiive enough to challenge high-rated
companies like Samsung by bringing smartphones like Nokia

23,
s

&2, 11,999: =f

Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:5MP Selfie Camara 1.4 um Big Pixel

RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GE ROM

1.6GHz Octa Core Processor

15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.50 Curved)

4000mAh High Capacity Battery

Ed'.il-{iég il

NOKIA

See better in the dark
It just keeps getting better

% = 5 ., [+

Blometric 13MP Rear 5.71" HD+ Androkd 9 Pie 2000mAR
Face Unlock 5MP Front Camera with Selfie notch battery

g Wﬁ"é;é 00]
| 2 GB RAM | 16 GB ROM

e 14,900 | 5

368 RAM | 32 GBROM | (s o |

STORE YOUR
FAVORITE APPS

32+2GB

MEMORY

g ek

f gt B T
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MEGQ MUSIC

LIGHT FOUR PARTY WITH MEGA MUSIC

&l

Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-AT3 #+ 4 3 1.8 GHz Corlex-AS3)

5.8 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixals
18:% Screen ratio {409 ppi density)
Suensors: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)
Accalerometer, Prosximity, Compass

{Non-removable Li-lon J,3240 mAh

(5 ML
ASTUERUESIAp1er

BULIEIOE L3l

—

XVIAl ATHINOW )

)Tt (2 mmmn (g chnmmn, () TORCH
(PTA é DUAL EIM d. POWERFUL |m
Samsung Galaxy A51
8GB
N

&1 54,999: =

_fi-rb—

Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-
AT3 + 4 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53)

Quad Camera: 48 MP, f12.0, (wide),
112", PDAF # 12 MP, fi2.2, 13mm
{ultrawide) + 5 MP, 2.4, (macro) +
5MP, fi2.2, depth sensor, LED Flash

[Li<Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast battery charging 15W

()M AR
AT SR s

Sg,tlr_rréé' 3314

24" colorful ¢ 4 Beaming Smart
display Torch Lights Camera

HONOR X5

5000mAh Large Battary | £.5" HONOR FullView Display
DOcta-core Processor | Expandable Storage

L

o5 | 89GE °

0

o Nl 220

Shs

=
-
-
-
o

Calme

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWVGA Screen
5.0 inches

1950 mAh

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GB Free
microSD Card (supports up 64GB)
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Infinix Note 8
Rs.29,999

Xiaomi 33w Power Bank

+ 2 MP, Quad LED Flash

BEﬂE | {Li-Po Non removabie), 5200 mAh

;;“ 5 PSSR Octa-core (2 % 20 GHz Cortex Xiaomi 33w Power Bank
= I AT5 +6 1.8 GHz Corex-ASS) 10000mAh Pocket Edition Pro
c = IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen -
= BITAIEN 16M Colors, Multtouch o] . [+]
EI 7.0 Inches o coiad | il e

Quad Camera: 64 MP,
L O B o &
< amera {macro) + 2 MP, {depth) Mo o s

32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GEB RAM 33w Iﬂgh Pﬂ“"&r 3
L —|n
W, A Super' fast srnartphnne charglng
) up to 256'3-3]
y 128GE Buill-in, 6GE RAM
EEELVERY | an Card, (supports up o 256G
O I )
U I G'FIVE Infinix Zero 8
m FLAT AMND ESDHI‘;}:; :“DnGNElE WITH R-Er 36,999
m = ADCRABLE DESIGHN
_\\'
— Qcta-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
MBSt 76 + 6 X 2.0 GHz Cortex-AS5)
6.85Inches,IPS LCD
BIEGIEVE  Capacitive Touchscreen,
16M Colors, Multitouch
Quad Camera: 64 MP, {wida),
111,727, PDAF + 8 MP, {ultrawide),
14,07 + 2 MP, 2.4, {macio] g
2 MP, /2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash
: L-Pa N ble}, 4500 mAh
EECINE | Starebyupto 26 devs
Talktime:upto 36 haurs
- 128GRB Built-in, 8GB RAM
Mﬂmﬂw microSD Card,
(supports up to 256G8)
BB DG SO0 : Acoelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,
E P Ro M Ax SC U Fingarpint (side mounted), Proximity
& glvepak ro
E H ‘m WWW GFIVEPAKISTAN COM E-gp--.-i# _,J
(- | Redmi 10C Ocean 9 Black(2GB)
T ™
= Redmi 10C _J 3
* Snapdragon® 680 | e 3 8;650 s
Large 671" display
0 VGO Tel

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 em (5.0)
Sensors : Praximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensar

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)
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CAMON 18 Premier
R=:59,.999

"
Tecno Camon 18 Premier - Mid-Ranger Of The Tecno

Tecno s launching its all-new Camon 18 which has got a
maoniker Premier at the end. The Chirese company Tecno is
working on the new smartphone, which was spotted on
Googie Play Consale, The coming phone model number is
TRCHNO-CHI, and it will be called Tecno Camon 18 Pramier.
The smartphone will be empowered by a powerful chipset
called Helio GB6 Sol, Thisis one of the latest chipsets in tha
markel, and to give more power lo this Tecno’s Camon 18
Pramier it has an Octa-Cora processor inside the handset,
The handset has got AMOLED Touchsereen and thera is a
big screen size of 6.7 Inches, the users will enjoving using
this screen size. The smartphone Tecno Camon 18's going
to have a full HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2400 Pigels. Also
in this device, there is a powerful GPU called Mali-G57
under the hood of this smariphone. The Sol of the
smartphone paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM means that the
upcoming smariphone Camon 18 Premier by Tecno is
having to be very fastin its execution. The internal storage is
256 gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount of
data for future usage. The Tecno 18 Premier has got a Quad
Camera setup. The main lens of the setup will be 64
megapixels along with 12 megapixels, and 2 megapixsls,
the lens to caplure excellent pholography. The front-facing
of Tecno Camon's 18 Premier is |oaded with a 32
maegapixels front-setfie camera setup, The smarfphane has
got a fingerprint sensor to secure your data. The battery of
the phonre is also a massive one, The smartphone Camon
18 Premier is fualed with (Li-Po Non-remavable), 4750 mAh
battery to get enough backup time and the smariphone gota
Fast charging. Now Samsung and other smariphone
companies will ba looking to bring features like 18 Pramier.

A

Tecno Camon 19 Pro
Rs: 49,999

Tecno Camon 19 Pro - New-Series Of Smartphones R
Tecno is working on a new Cameon 1% which has got a
maoniker Pro at the end. Chinese manufacturer Tecno is
launching a new series of smariphones. Last vear Tecnao
has unveiled Camon 18 series, now lhe company is
praparing its successor which will be calied Tecno Camon
19 Pro. The new smariphone will be powered by the
MediaTek Helio G96 chipsat. This is a powerful chipset that
will empowar the upcoming smartphona Tecno's Caman 19
Pro to provide the user with high-end performance, and
also there s an Octa-Core processor under the hood of this
smariphene. The upcoming new Tecno Camen 19's going
to have 6.8 Inches which is a massive screen, and to
provide the user with full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x
2460 Pixels. And there is an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display, also there is a powerful GPU of Mali.
The new Camon 19 Pro by Tecno is having an upcoming
smariphone with 8 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest
point of RAM used in this smartphone so you can say that
your phane is going to run at a super-fast speed because of
its powaerful RAM. The built-in storage capacity of the Tecno
19 Pro is 256 gigabytes which means that the capacity of
your data is unlimited. On tha rear of the smartphane, thera
is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor of Tecno
Camon's 19 Pro will be 64 megapixels, 50 megapixels
along with the Al sensor,. The selfie shooter of the phone will
be 32 megapixels, For this purpose upcoming smarphona
Camon 19 Pra is having a side-mounted fingarprint reader
to secure the data on the smariphone and only allow the
authorized person. The device will be fueled with a Non-
removable Li-Po 5000 mAh batiery that will carry support
for Fast charging of 33W. Samsung and other tech giants
will face serous competilion when the coming smanphona
19 Pro will release. P,

Huawei P30
R=s:89,.999

Huawel P30 - Terminator Serles! ™
Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seams
oo eary but yel sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and scon it will be available in the market,
Soif the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is nol loo far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him differant from other
smartphones. Huawel's P30 have to make himself strong
becauss Samsung has anncunced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but It seems that as usual Huawel P30 unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Male seres of this brand is still in pipeline and yat
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phona is 6.1
Inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for serolling. Huawei has decided
Lo aguip the display of tha P30 wilh FHD resolution and

we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional 3D card with a capacity of 256 GB S0 card
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling paint
for smartphones that's why the new P30 iz coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup s going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens an the front armed with Bokah
effect used o blur the background of the focused object,
Artificial Intalligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawel which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its inteffigence to improve the guality of the picture
according to the given scenaric, Chip used in Huawei P30
Is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yet available, J

Tecno Spark 8C 4GB
R=s:30,999

~

Tecno Spark BC 4GB - ASpark-Series Phone

Tecra s introducing a new Spark BC which has got a moniker
4GB at the erd. The smarphone company Tecno s unveiling
a new device in its Spark series, The upcoming smartphone
will be launched in Seplember this year, the coming handset
will be a mid-range device. The newcomer will be called
Tecno Spark 8C 4GB, This device got a Chipset of Unisoc
TEDE to gi\ra muore power to this device and it has an Ocla-
Core processor inside the phone fo make the device ulira
fast. Also, there is a GPU of ARM Mali-G57 under tha hood of
this Tecno's Spark 8C 4GB. The coming device has gol a 6.6
Inchas big screen size and It will provide the user with full HD
plus the resolution of 720 x 1612 Pixels. The new Techo
Spark BC's going lo have an IPS LCD Capacilive
Toushscreen display that is the latest one and well known for
Its outstanding resulis. This handset will be paired with a
gigantic RAM capacity of 4 gigabytes. The chipset and the
RAM capacity of the Spark 8C 4GB by Tecno show that it will
enable the user to executa things with the coming handset
wilhin seconds. The intermal storage capacity of the
smartphone is 128 gigabytes that ars enough to store a huge
amount of data for future use. The Tecna BC 4GB will come
equipped with a Dual Camera setup. The main sensor of the)
handset will be 13 megaplxels, and another one is a QVGA
sensor. The selfie shooler of the smarphone will be 8
megapixels. In this upcoming new Tecno Spark’s 6C 4GB,
you will find a rear-mounted sensor to profect your data from
logs. The battery of this upcoming new smartphone Spark 8C
4GB is 5,000 mAh to give full-day use to the users, also there
is a Baftery charging 10W. This handset 8C 4GB will give
Lhmugh time ta its competitors like Samsung and others.

~

Tecno Camon 19 Neo
Rs:40,999

-
Tecno Camon 19 Nea - The Mid-Ranger )

Tecno is working on a Camon 19 which has got a moniker
Meao at the end. The company is launching a new
smariphone in its Camon series. The newcomer will be a
budget-friendly phone and will be named Tecno Camon 19
Mao. The smariphona got a Chipset of MediaTaek Halio
G&5 which is the most powerful chipset and o give more
power to this handset there is an Ocla-Cors processaor
inside the Tecna's Camon 19 Neo to make the device ullra
fast. Also, there is 8 GPU of Mali under the hood of this
smariphone. The display screen size of the smartphone Is
6.8 Inches and It will provide the user with full HD plus the
resalution of 1080 x 2460 Pixels. The naw Tecno Camon
1%°s having an IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscresn display
that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding
results. The handsat will be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of & gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity
of the Camon 18 Neo by Tecno show that it will enable the
user fo execube things with this smariphone within
seconds. The intemal storage capacity of the smariphone
is 128 gigabytes which is enough to stors & huge amount
of data for fulure use and the device got a micreSD
dedicated slof. On the rear of the Tecno 19 Neg, there is a
Triple Camara setup. The main sensor of the handset will
be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixels, and 2 megapixals. The
selfie shooter of the phone is 32 megapixels, to make
taking seffies easler and more attractive. The Tecno
Camon's 19 Neo is having & side-mounted, optical
fingerprint reader to secure the data on the smartphone
and only allows the authorized person. The Camon 19
Mao will be fuslad with a Mon-removable Li-Po 5,000 mAh
battery that will carry support for Fast charging. Samsung
and other tech giants will face serous compelition when
the coming 19 Nea will release.

P

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,56,300

[ ] 1509 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
y (5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33 in)

Z 6.1 Inches,Liguid Retina
BIEEIEN] IPS LED capacitive

touchscreen, 16M colors

_ 12 MP, 71.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"
,14pm, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

3 12 MP, fi2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

=CHCl ] Talk Time:Upto 17h
Music Play:Upto 65h
Nemo Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
sy Internal:128GB

[ | Face D, acceleromsler, gyro, proxdmity
=10 =tl | compass, barometer, Sir natural
- language commands and dictation
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Importer Name Brand Apr-23

| Qty Amt
|FUTURE TECH APPLE 7B 72,629
|AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD APPLE

M /fs. NIZAM ELECTROMICS APPLE .

IMICROTEL TRADING APPLE

SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE

|YELLOSTOME TECHNOLOGIES {PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE ]

|HAMZA ENTERPRISES APPLE

|[EXPERT TRADERS APPLE

ROCKERS TRADING APPLE

|DRIENT ENTERPRISES | _APPLE

|PENTA INTERNATIONAL APPLE

|SAHAA TRADERS APPLE

|EUROTEL TRADING _ ! — APPLE

|HEAVEM TECHNOLOGIES APPLE

|PREMIER CODE (FRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE

|SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G

HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED __HUAWEL

|YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED | HUAWEI

INOVI TECHNOLOGIES | HOMNOR

[INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED CAl| e INFINIX . 830 165,743
|BAKKA TRADING | INFINIX

|HAMZA ENTERPRISES | INFINIX

|CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED F S N INFINIX 7 564
|SICCOTEL TRADING | INFINIX

EUROTEL TRADING | INFINIX

| TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED | IMFINIX

|EXPERT TRADERS . ~ INFINIX_

| MICROTEL TRADING INFINIX

| DRIENT ENTERPRISES INFINIX

|ROCKERS TRADING . W INFINIX 4 i

| SAHAA TRADERS INFINIX

| CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.] LIMITED ITEL

[INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL

| TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED _ — = | ITEL : = —

|EXPERT TRADERS ITEL

FORTLINE (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA 341 32,395
| TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED ] NOKIA i

|OPPO MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN [PRIV&TE] LIMITED OPPO

EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO

|HAMZA ENTERPRISES OPPO

IMPEL TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED _ L 1 oPPO . ano e, 35,200
| THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE OPPO

| A5, TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED OUKITEL

|EXPERT TRADERS ¥ % ONE PLUS . ™ 1]

[ /S TRADELINK INTERNATIONAL REALME

|EXERT TECH {PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME

Logistics Propal REALME

HAMIJ\ ENTERPRLSES REALME

| SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD k. SAMSUNG e

LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 25,835 2,721,630
UMBRE[M ELE CTRCINI“CS & GENERAL 'FRJ\DERS = SA.MSUNG_ 3

|SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG =

ORIENT ENTERPRISES SAMSUNG

|MICROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG

|HAMZA ENTERPRISES | SAMSUNG

|EXPERT TRADERS iy o - SAMSUNG i ol

|EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG

|DEPLOY (PVT.) LIMITED E _SPARX 18,160 991,816
| AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECNO

ISAHAA TRADERS TECNO

|/AREEBAH TECHNOLOGIES LIMITED TECNO 5,000 398,250
MIS LUMNITED MCIBII.E | TECMND

| TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED | TECND =

|UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED TECHNO

INOVI TELECOM PVT LTR A | TECNO j

HAMZA ENTEHPR}SES TEENU

| SICCOTEL TRADING TECNO

|CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ! TECNO

|EXPERT TRADERS TECNO

| DRIENT ENTERPRISES TECNOD

|WIWO ELECTRIC {PRIVATE]) LIMITED Vivio

COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY [PRIVATE) LIMITED __vivo 1,717 288,966
SSH TELECCIM (SME PRIUATE} LIMITED \FGIJTEL

UNITED COMMUNICATION [PVT.) LIMITED WNUS

|AIR LINK COMMUNICATION [PVT) LTD __ KIAOMI

| BAKKA TRADING XLAOMI

|CORETECH MIAOMI 1,100 85,052
/GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIMITED HIADMI 10 1,250
|SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE] LIMITED __XADMI

|SMARTLINK TECHNOLOGIES MIAOMI

|STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED X1AQMI 2 300
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED al ____ TTE 10,200 753,882
[APPLE | 78 72, 515
|D CODE |

|DIGIT 46 F B ]

HUAWEI

|HONOR |

INFINIX | 897 166,307
[ITEL_ e N
|moTOROLA 341 32,395
MNOKIA

|OPPO 400 35,200
| OME PLUS

OUKITEL
| REALME
| SAMSUNG 25 B35 2,731,630
[TECNO 5,000 398,250
| MV i : 1,717 _ 288,966
WNUS = i
IWGOTEL - =
| X1AOMI 1,112 86,602
ZTE 10,200 753 882

otal 63,740 5,557,677
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E5SNLA L6 IF e Gadchiny
33 Hysan Avenue

Causeoay Bay

Mgy Kong

]

Play 12, 2023
Eyed Amin Ul Hague
inister
Minisiry of IT & Telecom, Pakistan

His Excellency,

I wirile to you today to express the GEMA'S concermnms aver the restriction of connectivity - Internet
services in Pakistan.

The GLMA, which represents the imtercsts of mobile operators worldwide, is concemed about the
impact that the curent restrictions are having on ciiizens and businesses in Pakistan, In oday"s digital
societies individuals and busineises=rely on connectlivity for thedr livelihoods and access 1o essential
services and information. Prolonged restrictions can alsa have far reaching effects on citizens” healkh,
education social and econamic wallare, In addition o Lhe harm imposed on budinesses, reastrictions can
have a2 knock on credit and nvestment plans, ultimately damaging tho country’s reputation far
managing the economy and forelgn investment.

The G5MAA discourages the use of service restriction orders. Any SRO should be supported by continuaus
monitoring of the situation and its impact, together with analysis and dynamic decision-making
processes allowing for swilt Fasto ration of $8rvices. The POwWens 1o Festrict sarices should ba exercisad
carefully solely in exceptional and pre-defined circumstances, and onby T absolutely necessary and A N Ew D R EA M
proportionate to achieve o specdfied and legitimate aim that is consistent with relevant lBws,

interma tienally recognl sed human rights canventions and the ITU constitution.

The GEMA urges the Government (o Bft the suspension of services and restore ACCEss As So0n &S
possible and stands ready 1o engage cansiructively whargver support required 1o | mprove the process
and ensure business continuity.

Yours sincerely,

"

telenor

e I SIHEL A o S GSMA
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B rain
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telecommunication Lid.

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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" Redmi A1 Plus

8MP dual camera
Fingerprint sensor

8MP | Gmen * |
SMP | Grers Huge 5000mAh (typ) Powerful and efficient  Rear fingerprint
battery processor sensor

10W in-box charger

Supports expandable storage .

Redmi Pad

All in one, pad for fun

90Hz buttery smooth display
High-performance MediaTek Helio G99
Long-lasting 8000mAh (typ) battery
Flagship-level unibody design

90Hz
Buttery smooth . : i i 8000 maAbh (typ) 8MP

10.61" displ .
0.61" display Long-lasting battery Main camera

S8MP
~ Centered ultra-wide
: front camera
(e | (@)
OFFICIAL PARTNERS 18W 22 SW
E E Fast charging In-box charger
High-performa nce Flagship-level

MediaTek Helio G99 unibody design

6énm advanced process Sleek and stylish
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