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It is quate noticeable and painful that on any oocasion, event, rallies amd
protest, the first thing the povernment dors, s shistting down the infermet
acroas the CORETEITY Ths extreme msasice taken &l ence nol Lll'l]? AR
v losses o the prevernrment in balbiomes af rupess bt also loss of llions
of rupees to tefecom operators. And the extent to whach shatting dowmn of the
intrroct affects the business, particulacdy those of the dadly wagers working,
on the sepply of food and freclancng, s unmeasurabie. The action also
casts a nepative impact on Pakistan at the international leve] as the cdosure af
the miernet service triggers conceris fom global nghis orparisations which
cnifecise the move as amonnting to depeoeng, the Fw-nplr af ther hasic night
1o expression and commumsication with one another As such they overdy or
covertty diermand the prvernment to 1 the restnotion on the internet which
has bevome an cssential need of almeost every second person in this modern
centay, Anmesty lfenaticnsal, Undbed Mations High Commmisssoner foe
Flunan Rughts, Homan Rights Watch and meore stromghy PTA anthontees
never favour a protest, mlly or political event heming into mob ricts to the
loss of national assets and lives of the people. Therefore, they also dessre the
exeacise of restraint and use of menitmm force without resorting to the use of
Farear r.m’.ud.i:r{,l:l:s.l: [.a:\.ii:s!m:..P..iH:.hu alesawitieesed sad soemes i ecent LL!.!A—
and thee grrverimnesst et dovwns the isternet svice or an ‘madefonte’ period
whereo! mullions of moble phones became iInoperattee and shetion entadled
heavy rovenue bosscs o busincsses and the povemnment. The prvernment, as
such, was urged to Lifi the ban on the mobile internet withouwt any delay but
o0 imimediate response was given. Neasly 129 mdlion people were affected by
susperaded mobile broadband and blocked access to social media apps. This
time in parhonlar, the suspension of mohile broadhand serices m Palastan
due to the escalanon of the political tension i the counery cansed signaficant
Bnancial losses to digital service providers, the government, and the peaeral
popalaticn. The suspemsion of the infermet service resulted &noan estimated
revenwe bess of HsB20 melbion 1o telecomn operaton, while the foancial
loss to the povermiment under the head of the fax receapt on that oot has
been estimated at aronnd Hs287 million, Indraduals who depend on digrtal
apps and payvments, such as Careemn, Inlrmee, FoodPanda ete. haree also
suffered a signdficant loss in carmdngs. 1o addirion to causng an informariod
Blackoiit and sesr ix.l:'uy‘, commmrnestion, the shistdoem hat vanous Bisiaess
sectors s the cash srapped coumtry which is already mearhing, help froam
the International Memetary Fund (TMF] i the foren of a $1bn baslout bt
the sarnc is sill not forthcoming, The 1T mshstry, which is already ander
pressure due to bad povernmental policics and a ladk of contimity, has come
e a starudstill siewe the internet service was suspended. After making pressing
demands and appeals the preeermment mese fo @0 1o se thimgs inonder

Mearhy a week after the bnatal clashes, Pakstan Telscommunscation
Austhomity (1A} has finaliy unbiocked magor social media platformms inchding
o Tabe, Facebook, [nstagram and Twittes,

Journalists,  activists, and politicians remamed wocal against the
preamnnmt's atteregt to sillence the dissent by restricting people’s access to
informanon and freedom of expresaion. A weck after the moh attacks and
a pory sthuxtion, Palostan Telecommumication Authonty (LA} mamtained
that they have not received any osders to restore the social media platforms.
Elovwewer, the povernment restoded mobie broadband services, after four dave
of suspermsion when a loss of bllions to the econsonny was already there.

But the sispension of sooal media apps contimass o gamer people’s e
who ised proooes 0 acoess the sites. Many people coted pliphss followang
the susprasion of social media sies as many people anc naoning, difepent
businesses on these apps while others peed 1o conmect for edocation amd
other purposes. 5o, the povernment omist take into account all aspects before
clampang restnctions on the use of apgs or sospending the mtemnet semace o
all, Tt rust be acknemwdadped that whether apps or infernet servce both have
become an inevitable pant of peblic, private and corporate lafe and v s 10
affordable to put them all to a standstll ina ke jerd
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Cost of Haj and Umrah packages

[he cost of Hay and Umrah packages has skyrocketed leaving
many a dream shattered, The significance of the Hay as a part
of religious obhgations and the importance to perform it i
the best possible way is beyond doubt or debate. However,
the exorbitant cost of performing the pilgrimape (the Haj) has
hecome a major obstacle in this regard for many individuals
and families.

It 15 unfortumate to see that the pr’iur& of Hn_-i and Umrah
packages are mereased every year making it difficelt for
many people to afford the same. This has resulted n only
rich and upper-class people bemng able to perform these
relipious duties and it is contrary to the spirt of [<lam which
encourages every Mushim to perform the Haj and Umrah.
Hut this time arcund the high cost of both is falling hard on
the layman and the poor who wanted to visit the Holy places
".j'll\‘.'lli'l..ulg E:||:1'I'_'f' SAVINES

It 15 important to address the 15sue m order 1o ensure that
every Muslim pets the opportunity to performn these religious
duties. One can only hope that the relevant authorities will
give due attention to the matter and take whatever steps are
needed to address the same effectively.

Kareem-ur-Niva, Karachr

Ban housing societies on agri land

The produce of ree, wheat and vegetables m Punjab 14 on
& constant decline as a boom in the real estate business amd
subsequent construction on agricultural land is squeering the
space for their eultivation. The agrienltural land in Punjab
is being converted into large housing societics with an
extraordinary and rapad increase in constraction. 1f this trend
is continued, the production of these crops will be badly
affected m the futere, The mam beneficiary of the sihation
after less agrnicultural yield is the inflation maha which gets
a field day to jack up the prices of food tems to double and
triple to mint more and more money. And this trend has
particularly been witnessed at the local level aver the last
tworthree months

Therefore 1t is wrgently needful to take all necessary
MCASUTE S, :i'.'u_'llul.'._::_g ll.'!z;\lilfilll]( 10 profect r]u; c'lll['i‘...'l.rcdl Arca
from being converted into an wrban concrete jungle so that
the desited and much-needed tarpets of produce could be
met to conveniently meet the local needs at a reasonable and
affordable rate and eam forex by exporting the extra amount
of produce.

If no urgent attention is paid, we will he foreed to import
wheat, rice, vegetables and just about everythang to satisfy
ihe local demand spending the valuable foreign exchange.

Ahzan Ul Hag Shatkh, Isfamabad

Pakiztani drama industry stray
vouth

I want to raise awareness about a topic that atfects the minds
of common peeple and through which they leamn cultural
and moral values. Our Pakistans drama industry 15 on the
decline, and we are now seeing Indian stories being recast
and portrayed in our dramas which hardly bear nexus with
our culture and society. [n the society we live in, people learn
a lol from what 15 progected through the media, particularly
television, and it 1s worrying that our new generation is being
exposed to oppressive male and oppressed female characters
wha zilently tolerate their abuse at the hand of the former.

Write us at: Aare.magi gmail.com

Why are we not showing the bitter realities and truths of our
'gnuil;l_‘_-' 1 o |_1]it)‘~."" Addnan ."iillcli:il.n_ a Pakistam actor, onee
sapd i an mterview: “Of course, we can’t make films hike
Inchia, bt they can’t make dramas like ours.™ T used 1o agres
wilh him, bl now I have changed my mund and say our
dramas are bemng produced on the patiern of Indian siones
and characters therein.

I can hope this letter will reach someone, or the writers, who
will think about this issue and try to improve the Pakistani

drama I:J:!uxn}' Let us onee agmmn show stores that |11§1'\-"il|-4.-'

entertainment 1o the people, but alse promote good values,

Fiza Sikandar, Karachi

Internet outage causing millions of
rupees

The country has been burmng for the past three days (alter
Apnl 9 meident) and government authonties instead of
tackling the situation and arresting the vielators, shut down
the mternet service n the country. This measure not only
disturbed the nsers but also cansed millions of rupees in
|L‘:-'s=,u~. Tin 1|;'|<:4.:L5|::‘| |,}'|:-L:r:.'i1|:-1 5, It was Il:;l." u:uu;h:\.\ I:!I..'i,'{hl:l.]ﬂ T
"72!“' I;il“.:l, I 'II.I.UI.:'I‘Iin' 1.']".1ill[L:'i|¢|]Ki |.|-J|[<| Ll ll ‘r'JL"iil] :]]"J'lli' \i.rfr"‘,- ]] Lt.'
Twitter, Facebook and Youtube

The govermment's explanation was that the shutdown of
|t|.€".~L" =5 ‘:E]l'lﬂl SEIVICES WHS DECESSIA o ":10‘].)‘ PI.'U':E":"‘J‘]".\ :.I'U'II.I
carrying out ther vandalisin. In reality, regular cell services
were still available and people were able to bypass social
media bans through VPMs hnks. As a result, the broadband
shutdown m particular only really affected a small group
of E1I.:1I‘]'III.‘ whaose |E.1r|:.-ul Al |‘|. !!u.]lh:l 1% .'I.'z.\l..'lll'ii'lf\'..‘ll. W ;!1|| |||1‘:
use of mobile data. One of the immediate groups that wers
affected was pig workers. These are daily workers and «am
their money through the media platforms which are attached
e the availlability of mtemetl service. These people require
stable imternel access through mobile phone data to do therr
jobs. Ower these days, Foodpanda and services such as
Careem were oul of service because their captams and nders
had ne way of accepting ndes'orders or {ollowing maps to
reach them. To st 1||,;_|;!5\ m context, there are over 13000
Foodpanda and Bykea nders, 30,000 Uber and Carcem
captains, and around 12,000 Foodpanda home chefs whose
daily wages are dependent on broadband data

Similarly, the shutdown alsoe had 2 serious impact on
freclancers. A large number of Pakistanis work for foreign
chents remotely oo platforms such as Fivver and Upwork.
[hey provide services ranging from coding to content
wntng and Search Engine Oplumeaton and they all were
badly disturbed about ther business due to the shutdown of
the miernet

Ch Haseeh Akhtar

For the sake of Pakistan

There 15 a quote that “Patriotism, when taken into a fanatical,
malicious extreme, justifies bipotry, xenophobic sentiment
and eriminality™. lsn’t this exactly how things mmed ot
for our country in the past few days { after May 97 What
we saw in the news was not patriotism. It was nuscreants
having a ball in the name of taking things into their hands
for the betterment of the country. Damaging public property,
attacking state installations and blocking roads do not show
lowe or loyalty to the country. It 15 about time we let Pakistan
breathe.

Basma Malik, Rowalpind:

g - & & :
We receave too TILATEY letters brom our '\-él-.'l_'-l;'EL 1‘%"'-|l‘ll.:]"": CWETY month 1|I]‘UI,!-|_'|I 1[Ill1|. lil]d f.:-llli-ﬂl I'H-:'“ CVET. -ll.ll-l.' 04} \ll oriage Uf space,
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Belt-tightening of

elitists must to get rid
of IMF loans

Delay in agreement with the IME has created a situation of
uncertainty resulting in the depreciation of the rupee, loss of
investment, and adverse effects in the finaneial market, whereby
Yakistan's credit rating 1= constantly declining

hairman of Fakistan Economy Waich

(FEW) Brng. (Retd) Aclam Khan, eme-

icized International Monetary Fund

{IMF) forthe increased conditions fer
granfing loans to Pakestan while marking it a con-
:gi:ra.l.jr' aga.i:_lt the Ccolinlry

Ia his media statement, he said: “The real tae-
gel of the international mstitution 1s CPEC thers-
Fore, it wanis to delay the loan to weaken Paltstan
2o that it is made to obey arders that are against its
national inferests.”

He expressed that the lender wnll not give a
loan to Pakistan until we step back from CPEC,
“That is why, despite fulflling dozens of comdi-
tigns, the IMF contimies to make lame excnses,”

AslanBhan said that the lame justifications of
the IMF hawe made its intentions clear 1o all, so
Pakistan shonld part ways with it as soon as pos-
sible.

He said that Pakistan must leam (o live wathoat
the IME, for which elitism nceds to be abandoned
in the first instance.

He added thar die to the d.:l.!!.' in the agTres.
ent between: Pakistan and the IMFE, the country’s
economy has been greatly affected, and the pub-
Lic is also pawing a heavy price for it. According
o many economists, doe to the current economic
conditicns in Pakistan, the conntry has no opticn
other than the IMF, as other infernational finan.
cial imstitutions and many conntries have lisked
the [man to Pakistan with the revival of the IMF
Programme.

He noted that further loans will be available to
Pakeistan only after the issnance of instalments by
the lender, IME.

He snid the delay in agreement with the IMF

FACERCON COMFLAREMAGAFINECQFFICIAL

has ereated a simation of uncertainty resulting in
the depreciation of the rupes, logz of investment,
and adverse effects in the Rnancial market, where-
by Pakistan's credit rating is constantly declining.

The depreciation of the ripee has made many
thisigs expensive, as everything from food to ail is
improrted, he added.

The country has no option other
than the IME, as other interna
tional financial instinations and
many countries have linked the
loan to Pakistan with the resvival

of the IMF Program

The decision 1o sud.d.:nij’ increase E]:ET.]’.iI.‘J‘.'I:‘_'"
gas, and interest rates was wrong, which has puar a
lot of borden on the people and the Tusiness com-
n:ru:nil::'-.

The government should try hard to get out of
the chutches of the IMF as soon as the sitoation
improves, he demanded

Pakistan's histary of borrowing fom the IMF
could be divided into the following periods: eardy
years 1950- 1988, Benazir and Mawaz Sharif 1088-
1900, Musharraf and Fardari Z2000-2013, and
Mowaz Sharif and Imean Khan

In almost each of these eras, not two govern-
ments worked with the IMF in the same way, es-
pecially in the past two decades.

While Benazir and Nawaz Sharif ook firns
secking IMF Programs in the 1900s, the Musharraf

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGAFINEPK |

MY |

FLARE REPOR] [ ]
governmnent, which writnessed remarkable foreipn
currency inflows, also had to knock at Washing-
ton's door for inancial hefp.

And then, the Zardari government abandoned
the largest-ewer IMF Program when it was expedi-
ent to do so.

The Imran Khan government went to the IMF
almost a year after coming to power. Initally, it
had refused o seek assistance from one of the
most important Bretton Wood Institutions.

The 2019 negotiations between the Imran
Khan gowernment and the IMF proved difficult,
even though the Nawaz Shanf government had
completed an IMF Program only two years ago

In September 2013, the IMF approved an
5DR4.393 billions (around $6 billion) Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) for Pakistan when the coun-
try was wnder Nawaz Sharif. Between 2013 and
2016, a total of SDR4.393 were disbursed to Pa-
kistan.

A fully disbursed program indicates that the
country has carried out financial reforms and per-
formed well on the economic front,

Yet, when Imran Khan's Finance Minister
Asad Umar reluctantly approached the IMF in
2019, "“the stabdlity gains achieved since late 2016
[had] exeded” and Pakistan was “again in a chal-
Ienging situation,” according to an IMF bricfing
from 2012,

The IMF documents showed that mest eco-
nomic mismanagement happened shortly after the
8F Extended Fund Facility ended in 2016

Loss-malking state-owned companies, growing
circalar debt, and a ballooning trade deficit were
blamed for Anzncial deterioration. Forex reserves
had also begus to fall in 2017,

After removing Asad Umar and installing Reza
Ragir as the State Bank of Palostan Gewvernor, the
Imnran Khan government won approval for an
SDRA.268 billion (agamn around 36 billion) IMF
EFF loan m July 20109

The IMF dishursed a total of SDR3,159.5 mail-
lion to Palastan under Imran Khan in four tranch-
(=9

The first disbursement of over SDR1 billion
came shortly after Pakistan signed up for the pro-
gram in 2010, It was followed by a similar tranche
in 2020 when the IMF disbursed SDRI1.015 bil-
Lion

The second dishursement was made during the
Covid-19 pandemic, and the Fond eased some of
the reform targets for Pakistan,

But it forced the governmen! to make tough de-
cisions in 2021 before releasing SDREIS0 million
(around $500 million) in March 2021,

The Bovernmend jal:kl:d s the EIEL"HI'I‘I.‘.;'I)’ tars=
iffs, withdrew several tax exemptions, and passed
controwersial amendments o increase the central
bank’s aitlomorTy.

The talies for the fourth loan tranche wnder the
Immn Khan government proved even more chal-
lengang. The discussion began in October 2021
and dragged on for weelks.

The stalemate compelled the Imran Khan gov-
ernment to seck help from US Assistant Secretary
of State Donald Lo, and then-Finance Minister
ShakatTarin met him in Washington,

It is the same official who was later accused
of orchestrating a “regime change conspiracy™ by
Immran Khan,

Pakistan recerwed SDRT750 million (around 51
ballion ) at the beginning of Febroary 2022, How-
ewer, af the end of the same month, then-Prime
Mimister Imran Khan announced a subsidy on pet-
rol and diesel - effectively breaking the agreement
with the IMF.

In March 2022, reports surfaced that the IMF
had muspended Paidstan's 36 hillion loan program.
Negotations for the revival did notl commence un-
til May Imran Khan had been forced out of office
by then, and Shehbaz Shanf of the PML-M had
taken over the gowernment.

Talks on reviving the fund facility were con-
cluded in late June, but not before the carrent gov-
ernment took some harsh decizions, including the
withdrawal of tax relief for salaried individuals. »

APFRIL 1% - MAY 1%, 20223
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working togeth-
er on the reuse of organic
waste in Pakistan.

“We aim to install
the first pilot scale prog-
ecl om cammpies, utilizing
the campus food waste™,
DrFarrukhRaza  Amin,
Husisrant Professor at the
Depastment of Chemis-

v, COMSATS Universi-
ty lalamabad (CUT) tald
foreign media. For over
fwo years, he has been
working with the Tianjin
Institote of Industrial Bio-
technology (TIB), and the
Chiiness Academy of Sci-
ences (CAS) on anaerobic
acidification of organic
wastes and  valne-added
chemicals preduction.

“Through the lab-scals
experiment, we have de-
wioped struins that pro- ©
duce chemicals inchiding
Butyric acid, acetate and
propicnate  from food
waste, These chemicals
are widely wvsed in the
pharmaceutical, food and
paint  mdnstry”, DrFar
rukehRars Amin waid, For
thermore, scientises of the
project wark to ectablich a
database on ciganic waste
i Palcstan, which im-
clides the characterishcs
of the feedstock, methane
production  performance .
and other basic data to do
a systematic study.

The establishment of

this information database [1e]c] and provide animportant basis o formulate relevant policies
and promote the comprehensive utilization of organic waste

will benefit both Chinese
and Paldstani researchers
to pursiee research in the

Free download: Tlare.pk

Pak-Chinese scientists
joint venture to reuse
orgamc waste

I'he establishment of this informaton databasze will benelit bhoth
Chinese and Pakistani researchers o pursue research in the given

| FLARE REPC

be tossed. In addition to
b seeing the type of food,
amonunt and time of day,
"wre can see if it's om a
plate, in a pan, on & ont-
ting board, which gives
circumstantial  informa-
tion on why it was lost,"
wan der Veen said.

Orbisk organizes and
shares that imsight with
the restaurant o they can
understand their dispos-
al patterns, helping them
sawve money and rednce
food waste, and with it,
emissions and water use.

Feencle i designed
to make that process
casier. The metal hin is
a hyperfast compost-
ing system showcased at
CES this year and helps
houscholds sedoce one
kilogram (2.2 pounds) of
food scraps by WP wal-
ume in just 24 hours.

While the product has
sald tens of thousands of
units in South Kosea, Re
encle's parent company
Hanmi Flex:hle hopes o
expand to overscas mar-
kets, marketing director
Jinhen Bang said.

On the other hand,
the “(Flobal Food Waste
Management  Wlarks=t"
report has been added to
RescarchAndMarkets,
cnm;: EHI.'I!I.'IE

The scope of this re-
part 5 broad and covers
the global markets for
food waste management
processes  used  globally
n various mdustries, The
market is broken dowrn by
componsnt Type, process
tvpe, waste type, meth-

gven field and provide an

smportant basis to formulate relevant policies and
promate the comprehensive utilization of organic
waste, The project is also in line with the energy
effictency and clean energy production practices at
an indostnial scale fpﬂ! out in sustamnable d:vﬂc]:—
ment goals-7 (3DG-7) proposed by the United Na-
roms, which are intended to be achieved by the vear
2030, Amserobic Digestion (AD) is a widely ad.
opted technology used for producing biogas along
with the 'digestate” nsed as a ferilizer. However,
using a wide range of organic wastes and residuals
as substraics and the diverse microbial community
structure of the bioreactor makes AD one of the
most complicated biochemical processes. In the
process, bydrogen and Volatile Fatty Acids (VFAs)
are formed as mtermediate prodocts. As these acids
are important precursors for vanous industries as
mixed or purified chemicals such as pharmaces-
rcals, The Chﬂ]]ﬂ]ﬂE 5 therefore to collect and re-
cower organic waste through mdustrial or domestic
composting, The resulting compost can be nsed to
feed and fertilise the soil as well as meet ils agro-
nomoic meeds. The infroduction of organic wasie
collection generally improves recyclable waste col-
Lection performance.

Many start-ups have been workng on reducing
food and organic waste, Dutch entreprenenr Maroo
Snzkkers aims 1o solve that problem with an avoca-
do scanmer unveiled this week at the CE5 tech show
in Las Yegas and designed for use in supermarkets.
It uses optical sensing and Al techoology to deter.
mine fpeness, displaying on a screen whether an
avorado i Arm or ready to eat, Snickers startup,
OneThird, i=n't just trying to rednce frustration in
the kitchen According to the United Nations, about
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one-third of food is wasted globally That means all
the carbon emifted to grow, ship and distribute that
food was for nought.

OneThird already works with growers, distrib-
utors and others along the supply chamn to predict
the shelf life of swocados, tomatoes, strawherries
and blueberries. [t will further expand its ability to
determine the npeness of more produce later this
year, aimimng ta help redice the amotunt of food that
is wasted around the world. And it's testing the con-
sumer-fendly avorado scanmer at a supermarket m

Canada this month.

The challenge is therefore 1o
collect and recover organic waste
through industrial or domestice
composting. The resulting compos
can be uzed o feed and fertilise the
soil s well ag meet itz agronomic
needs The introduction of
organic waste collection generally
improves recyelable waste
colleetion performance

Another Dutch entreprencur, Olaf wvan der
VWeen, 5 working 1o empower restairants to reduce
food waste, the majority of which happens i a
kitchem before & meal is even served to customers.

His device, Orbisk, usex a camera posibioned
over & trash can to scan whatever food is about 1o
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ods, application, indastry
and by region. Revenne forecasts from 2007 to 2027
are presemted for each compoment fype, process
type, waste type, method, application, industry and
regional market,

The repart also mclides a discussion of the ma-
jor players im each of the regional markets for food
waste management, It explains the major market
drivers of the global market for food whaste manage-
ment, the corrent trends within the industry and the
regional dynamics of the food waste management
market. The report caonclides with a particular fo-
cus on the vendor landscape. It includes detailed
profiles of the major vendors m the food waste
management industry globally:

The share of global food that is thrown away
has risen significantly over the years. Reduction and
effective management of food waste have become
pivotal challenges for industries and communities
alike, The ris:nﬁ focd losses and waste ars r.-.rpi.-.dcd
1o have detrimental environmental and economic
Impacts on society

Dne to the ncreanng world population, food
waslage is becoming a serious issuc around the
giobe, The expanding growth in the amount of food
waste will have senious adverse effects on society,
stich as health rsks, environmental pollution and
scarcity of landfills. There is a consistently growing
need (o create appropriate, emvironmentally suse
tainahble salutions (o manage the increasimg amount
of food waste, .:lrrmu.z the solutions, the anasrobic
digestion process is one of the most promisimg and
eovircnmentally friendly salutione, as it can help
in food waste management, minent recovery and
emergy prodoction, the last of which can also help
meel ewer-increasing global energy demands w
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Pakistan exports
decline to all major
trade partners

Toral

exports 1o the US during July March (2022-23) were
recorded at $4525.610 million
£3000.710 million during July- March(2021-22), showing a decline
of 950 percent, according to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)

as opposed 10 the exports of

he United States (II5) rematned the top

export destination of Pakistani products

durnng the nine months of the corrent fis-

cal year (2022.23), followed by China and
the nited Kingdosm (TTE).

Total exports to the 1S during July-March
(202723} wrere recorded at $4525.610 million as
opposed to the exports of $5000.710 million doring
July- March (2021-22), showang a declme of 950
percenl, ﬂr\:mﬂ.ima‘. to the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBF).

Thus was followed by China, wheremn Palastan
ﬂpﬂﬂ:ﬂ. g:ln-cl: warth $15 24 704 mullion aulnpmrl
to the exparts of $2126 820 million last yeas, show-
mg a decrease of 28 31 percent,

The UK was the third top export destmation,
where Pakistan exported goods worth 51403.088
million during the months under rewiew against the
exports of $1671 606 million during last year, show-
ing a decline of 10.42 perceat, SBP data revealed.

Among other countries, Faldstani exports
o Germany stood at 51262.755 million against
51209173 million last year, showing a decrease af
2_&0 percent whele the exporns to UUAE were record-
ed at $1081 470 million opposed $1361.105 milkien
last year.

Dhuring July. March (2022-23), the exports to
Holland wrere recorded at $1105.436 million against
$1075.404 million whereas the exports to Afghan-
itan stood at i-f“:l[l.‘f?} million agzin_ﬂ SEEQ.EQS

Pakistam's exmports to Italy were recorded at
$853.008 mullion agaimst the exports of §759.045
million while the exports to Spain were recorded
at 31042 419 million against $827.753 million last

year.
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Whereas, the exporis (o Bangladesh stood at
§388.292 million against $648 717 million of the
preceding year,

Similarly, the exports to France durng the
menths gader review were recorded at $440.700
millian agammst 1370 681 million while the exports
ta Saidi Arabia stood at § 357.08]1 mellion agamst
§303.308 million.

Pakostan's expaorts fo T1u1|:i1;u were recorded at
u&ﬂ.&lﬂ muillion dh:'mgﬂ:z cirrenl y:ummpmd
ta §236.685 million last year whereas the exports to
Canada stocd at $343 005 mullion agamsi £204 435
::n:iu.'is:a:, m:u'i a"Lu.l[mlia. :'|n-|:n:|. at mnﬂt‘; muLnn
during the current year against $210.753 million
during last year

J'I.A:c,urd.ing to the Trade Dmlupnl:n! )iLl‘IJ:n:n‘[‘_p'
of Pakistan {TDAF), textile exporis are the major
portinn of the country's overall sxports, and the
textile sector hosts over 508 of the mdustral work-
farce.

According to the Board of Investment (Bal), Pa-
kistan i the erghth largest exporter of textile prod-
vets in Asia. [t is alse the fonrth-largest producer
and the third-largest comsumer of cotton. Textils
comprises $5% of the total manufartiring secior.

Textile exports of $19.31 billion in the fiscal year
H21.22 account=d for &0. "',"?_"_.-h of the n:ru.mry': total
exports of $31.76 billion. According to Textiles and
Agpparel Policw 2020-15, the textile exports target
for the ciarren? fscal Year haxz bern ==1 af 515 hallion

Being allowed to be exported to China, Fakistani
sesame has seen its export surge from owver 100,000
tons m 2000 ko 150,000 tons in 2021. While the
devastating floods in 2022 substantially reduced its
exports, it is expected to have a bumper harvest as
there had been an increase in seeding by 5% nince
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sellers got better prices Last vear”, Ms Li Yuanyuan,
Director of Greater China region of JKT Foods, an
agriculmral produce trade company said.

In an inferview with China Economic MNet
(CEM) following the China International Sesame
Conference held Last week in China's coastal ety
Qingdao, she said, *Before Pakistani sesame is al-
lowed to enter China, most of owr prodocts were
sald to the Middle East. China offers a vast market
to Pakkstani sesame.”

Under good weather conditions, the stable qual-
iry, woid of pesticide residue and fair colour of Pa-
kistani segamne give it a competitive edge in the in-
ternational market, she said,

“Besidles, shipping to China is very quick. The
fastest direct ship can reach the Chinese port in 12-
14 days™, Ms L: said

Pakistani sesame hits the Chiness market in
around October cach year, so there will be coough
time for sale before the Chinese Lunar New Year,
which vmally marks a peak in consumption. "That
being said, the time when sesame comes info the
Paldstani market coincides with the rainy season, If
it rains, the quality of sesame will be compromised,
and Chinese boyers can only choose sesame from
other countries as a substitute™, Ms Li added.

Pakistan experts B0% of the total production of
sesme seeds crop, Currently, Iran and China are
the big bhuyers of Palastan sesame but other coun-
tries anc gaiming market share due (o an increase in
hulled exports

Pakistan is the eighth largest
exporter of textile produets in Asia
[tiz alzo the fourth-largest produc-
er and the third-largest consumer
ol cotton. Textile comprises 46% of

the total manufacturing sector

China's imports of sesame account for almost
1/3 of the wordd's production. Since 2020, its im-
port exceeded 1 million tons for three consecutive
years, providing a huge market for Paldstani pro-
ducers.

Pakistan's scsame production is also catching
up. In recent years, the use of hybrid varieties has
greatly increased sesame harvests mege 36,000 tons
in 2019 to over 150,000 tons in 2022 despite the dev-
astating floods. The mereass is mainly from the id
variety due to high demand and better quality when
compared to the Farmi vanety, the size of which
has been reduced by 500, die 1o less demand, qual-
ity isswes and high FFA value

“But overall crop this year is difficult to predict
as of now the weather plays a bug role™, Ms Li said.

She told that at present, most of the Pakistani
sesame axported to China is raw sssame. [n the next
few years, as Pakistan's sesame processing technol-
ogy advances, highly processed sesame, sach as
colowr-selacted sesame and peeled sesame seed i
expacted to gain more populanty inthe Chinsse
market.
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Pakistan seriously
working on solarisation

The =un iz an eternal =ource of energy, a blessing given by
Nature, and with the full use of 1t we can easilv meet our energy
needs without harming the ervironment. In this regard, not only
domestice but alzo commercial needs would be met and the work

in this regard is underway. 1= high time that these =ources should

be promoted gradually.

e aften talk abour climate change

and its consequences and are con-

stantly hit by extreme svents, ouch ax

last year's unbelisvably widespread
devastation across the country causad by monsoon
rams, The lowses were also great in the cties and
towms Whese calastrophe at siich a scale Was never
seen before. But the point 35 no senious efforts are
made to know the reasons for -r.:[nm;.'f:,r, nor = this
matier taken for threadbare discnssion. The soure-
es of renewable energy that we use are fossil foels,
ie, faels buned in the ground, which are formed by
natural processes, such as the chemueal decomposs.
tiom of dead and buned organisms over thonsands
of years,

As a result, naneral resoerces such as petrolenm,
coal, and natural gas are prodoced. Petrol 15 & green
or hlack colowured Liquid thae has become indispens.
able in our lives. Coal ix a black solid substance be-
ing used as an alternative energy source, Mo let's
talle abotat matiiral Eas, i[isca]l:dapu-.sunmgas,i‘l’
is colourless and odowrless, but it is the most imgsart-
ant source of fel,

These rescuirces are generally considered wery
beneficial But cannot rewse them once they are
comsumed, A major disadvantage of them is large
amounts of carbon dioxide gas, a greenhouse gas
when they are masd This gas adversely impacts
omr life in many ways besides being the higgest and
leading source of environmental pollution. It is also
pleying an impeortant role in global warmemg: it is
destroving our eovironment for foture generations
through a contmuiens process. In arder to avert the
negative cffects of fossil fuels given the challenge
posed by the climate change phenomenon, we need
to use all possible resonrees to protect our eoviron-
ment from pellution.
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One of these possihle sonrees is renewable ener-
EY, that is, energy that is enwvironment-friendhy, such
as zalar energy, wmdmill, wind energy, peathermal,
ete. Hydrothermal sonrees Hlee Tarbela Diam are the
higgest example of it,

There 1= no denying the fact that the cirrent
sotirces of comfentional energy molude petral, aat-
wral gas, ctc, When used, they canse mgnificant
d.l:rn.ag.- to the envonment b‘g,r pollu!ing_ the atmo-
sphere with certamn types of substances, atop carhon
dioaide, while renewable sources do not emit carbon
dioxide, whech is regarded

INSIGHT | .
img the emvironment. In this regard, not only domes-
tic but also commercial needs wonld be met and the
work in this regard is gnderway. It is high time that
these scunces should be promoted gradually.

All kinds of energy sources for our country must
be promated through awareness. And particular-
Iy about renewable sources, people from all walls
of life mst fulfill their responsibilities to promote
them. Meanwhile, solar PV potential in Paleistan
has paved a new way for Sino-Pak collaboration,
said Lou¥rnang, Deputy Secretary-General and
Spokesperson of the China Photovoltaic Industry
Association (CPLA)

Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf has recenthy said
that the federal government has decided to install
solar panels on all government buildings, thereby
reducing the high dependence on imported fossil
fuaels. Pakistan's federal government budlding weill
be the first to nse solar energy. The government has
stipizlated the time of Apnl 2023, when thess build-
imgs will ron entirely on solar cnergy.

"Government building solar projects can save
IO0-Z0OMTW of electnicity per month to reduce soar-
img import costs, which i as high as about USD 27
billion per year.” PM Sharnf pointed out.

It bodes well for Pakistan, sure. Indicatove Cren-
eration Capacity Expansion Plan (IGCET) 2047 is-
sued by NEPRA proposed that by 2030, Pakistan's
comulative nstalled photowoltaic capacity will reach
12.9GW, by 2047 it will reach 26.9GW.

Under CFEC, China's world-leading photo-
voltaic mdustry has sensed more opportunities for
cooperation. “In 2022, China's photovaltaic med-
ules sxports to Pakistan has reached approximately
TSI 370 mullion, with a total mstalled capacity of
3.2GW, a year-on-year increase of 34 percent and
37 percent, respectively,” said LinYivang, during an
mternew with CEN, "China's export of photownl-
taic products in 2022 exceeded USD 50 billion for
the first time, showing a skcyrocket of more than B0
percent year-on-vear”” In emerging markets sich as
South Asia, Pakistan has always been one of the m-
duspensable target markets for China's photovoltaic
module exports. Palistan impaorted abount TISD 1.2
billion in photowoltaic modules in the last fiscal year.
PSA showed that the country's import demand for
photovoliaic producs this year will be around TISD
1.8 billiom.

In addition, as carly as 3021, the Paldstani gov-
ernmmeml m:d.c a I:\-ummi'l:m.cnl Loy i!m.ﬂ.“ d.n'mn.‘.ﬂ'i.n:
clean emergy comsumption to 60 percent of the total
energy comsumption by 2030, and the number of
electric vehicles 1o reach M) percent of the oumber
of vehicles, which means that new impetus has been
immjected intn the ndostry and China-Fakistan pho-
tovnltaic cooperation.

Howewer, Pakistan has been plagued by high
electricity prices and unstable power supply for a
lomg time, showing that photoveltaic ensrgy stomage
facilities, as an essential infrastructore that supports
the large-scale appheation of photowaltaics and oth.

Marya Haleema

as a mapor pollufant. One
of the impertant visits the

scvibers took as part of hercouniry must be promoted through

study was o a
power plant or wind prog-

-~ awareness, And particulary abow

£ new energy sotrces and

All Kinds of energy sources [or our prometes carbon acutrality,

s a top prionty for develop-

ment," L pomnted out.
"50 to speak, energy

storage and power gen-

ect which provided her an pepewable zources, people from all cation are of equal i

opporiumty to gather mfor-
mation abouwt the important
mh'dE TEROUTCES EI:PIJ.EI.I:'
m our  atmosphere  and
how to bring them mic use
d:u'l:lﬂug:b the mechanical syslem. lalso learned abont
the development or planting of mangreves in the
natural emvironment, which are the most valuahle
resotirce absorbing carbon dicwide gas m the warld,
and highly switable for wie in our country given the
conditions thersmn. The wisit enlightensd ws abont
the value and benefits of alternative sources of en-
exgy wherein solar energy gured high. It was alse
heartening to ses that work for protecting the emvi-
romment from degradarion was alio going on simml-
taneoualy with a safe source like a pin mill.
Sumilazhy, the sun is an ctemmal sougce of sasgy,
a blessing given by Nanare, and with the fall use of i
we can casly meet our encrgy needs without harm-
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witlks of life roust Fulfill their
respongibilities o promote them

portance. Compared with
traditicnal COCIRY SOUICeS,
renewaable  energy  power

. generation is generally in-
termiltent and volatile,

Far the present solar energy in Pakistan, the inte-
grated model of "source-network-load-storage™ can
efficiently mtegrate resonrces and reduce costs.

In the fstire, the development of photovolia-
ic projects will enfer a new stage, we can certamly
share relevan! expenience with Palostan ™

Energy is one of the areas where CFEC has -
vested the most, progressed the fastest, and achieved
the most remarkable results. “The global photovolta-
ic inductry is deweloping in Fall ewing,” Liu forecast,
"China-Fakistan cooperation in related indnstriss
can make due confributons to the global response
ta climate change ™ m
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Poverty-stricken
Pakistan wastes away
billion food every year

4

wastedevery vear. One-third ofthis occeurs inthe food production
stage. Boston Consulting Group (BCG) estimates this wasted

fovod iz worth =230 hillion

akistan, known for ifs poverty and depen-

dence on relief aid as per world headlines,

has been revealed 1o be wasting a shocking

amount of food every year According to
a report by the Ministry of National Food Secun-
Ty & 'Rn-.:.e..a:n:]!.l Pakistan ‘,rearhr wastes food worth
54 billion, which is equivalent to 26% of s food
production. The country wastes a staggering 19,6
million tonnes of food every yvear, despite efforts to
ensure food securiny.

Earfier reports surfaced online in 2018, had sug-
pested that arcund 40% of food m Pakistan iz wast-
-|:|:1.I inl:]ud.l.na_ food loss d‘lh.'.inﬁﬂ:\: mpp[jl' r,ha.'i.n: and
anmnal food wastage in Pakistan is estimated to be
around 34 million tons.

The report by the Ministry of National Food Se-
curity & Research highlighied that most of the food
ileens are wasted becanse they do not meet the crite-
ria of appearance, size, or colowr These food items
are excluded from the supply line and snd up being
wasied for warious reasons. Additionally, the report
also revealed that the majority of food items stoned
in katchens go waste every year for being expire,

Ii is pertinent o mention here that despite being
an agricniniral country, Pakistan s facing an acute
shortage of food items, especially after the recemt
past flonds and heavy rains. The report’s Endmgs
have rasged concerns abont the need for mose ef-
fective measures (o reduce food waste m Pakistan,
With the country's increasing population and Lim.
ited resousees, food waste is a problem that cannet
be ignored.

If we talk abowt a worldwide waste of food,
global fvod waste is & cross-cutting isne that stars
diirmg agnoiltiral produchon and contimuies all the
way o landRll. Owver 30% of food is last ar wasted
every year This number is even maore strilking, given
the large number of hungry people m the world
Wasted food is not only inefhcent, bt i's also a
social justice issue.

Global food waste has an enormous environ-
mental impact, too. Food waste is a huge source of
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and wasted mat-
wral resources, and therefore, reducing food waste
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cotld help redice global greenhonse gas emissions,
establish food securnity, and encourage healthy food
FYstems.

However, this is not to say people are ignoring
tihe problem. Many large tusinesses, startups, and
r.ﬂn.pmﬁu see the msue of food waste as an PO
tuniry. Billions of dallars and calonies of food are
wasted each year, and the benefits of this value can
be recovered.

Rich countries waste the most, as do industrial-
ized countries — which often have a significant im-
pact on this food loss and waste.

Pakiztan wastes a staggering
1 million tonnes ol food each
vear, despite efTorts 1o ensure
food security. Theze food ilems
e P\"lll[lf‘[l 1.|'|:”II IIH" HI][FF":\
line and end up being wasted

lor various reasons

“Food loss and waste” 15 a term used 1o define
the sum of bath tvpes of inefciencies from unused
food in the food system. Thes term helps researchers
cleady explam the scope of therr sudies.

Is there inedible ar unsveddable food waste?

Come food byprmducts are inedible sach as
bemes, egy shells, or rough it and vegetable peels.
Hewewer, the conventions for nding these different
parts of food vary from culhire to culture This
makes it hard to guantify how miich-wasted food is
imndeed unsveidable if wasted feod is aot condmum-
ahle

"Researchers tend to include all types of food
waste in their estimations, as it is betier to fnd ways
to prevent thess matenals from reaching the land-
Bl Semetimes the inedible byprodocts of food can
become feedstock for other pmtlmﬁ and 1lr_1|; the
supply cham of agnculture crganisations.”
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Orver & third of all food prodoced (—2.5 billion
tons) is lost or wasted each year, Ome-third of this
occtrs in the food production stage. Boston Con-
sulting Group (BCG) estimates this wasted food is
worth $230 billion

Researchers estimate the lost food calories from
food waste amounat to rooghly 24% of the total
available food calories. To put this in perspective,
the UTN reports that abent a thisd of the global pop-
ulation, mostly in deweloping countries and low-in-
come countries, didn't have enough access to food
in 2020-an increase of 320 million people from the
[EETIOWS YEAL

The trend s increasing, too. The level of food
wasted globally s expected to rise by another third
by 2030, Similar to the global fignres, USDA re-
search from 2010 showed that a third of food pro-
tuced was left aneaten.

US EPA ecstimates suggest that food waste
miakes up the largest single category of waste reach-
ing Landfills in the US. It accounted for 24 percent
of all landflled and 22 percent of incinerated solid
waste i F01E,

In total, the U5 wasted 63 million tons of food in
1018, On the upside, about a third of this was man-
apged using vanous strategies; animal feed, biobased
material anaerobic digestion, composting, dona-
tion, festilizer, and to support environmental costs
like wastewater reatment,

Could the remaining tewo-thirds be transformed
into profitable or less damaging activities in order
to prevent greenhouse gases!

There are some cmﬂp:cll:d causes for the food
that gets wasted. It's understandable that peogple
don't fimish large portions of food at restanrants on
a rE[}uJ .Ilrd consitmer 1E"Ell b'u.[ some GF ﬂ:h! I.IE!!
obwvious reasons for food waste relate to agriculiur-
al processes, food safety standards, and consumer
preferences.

Perhaps you recall the reports of Eenyan farm-
ers losmg thetr crops to locosts o 2020, The last
tirne they swarmed at such a level m 2003-2003,
resulted in crop damage of $2.5 billion. Locusts are
matnly killed by pest infestations, so improving ac-
cess to pesticides it one way 1o reduce food loss and
help smallholder farmers.,

"'J“I.pm from natural causes, persanal Fr::ﬁ:n-.nr-
ez also comtribaste to wasted food. Besearch shows
that produce buvers avoid "ugly produce " A fifth
of edible produce that has surface blemishes, grows
in unfamiliar shapes or has unique colowration gets
discarded from grocery stores. This means that
high-income countries are coniributing to food
waste in carlier stages at a retadl level and that food
and agriculture organizations cannot metigate this
food loss "

Chmare change also contribmtes to food losses
and a lack of food secunty. It makes growing and
barvesting cycles less predictable. Nopseasopal
Frost, carly spring, and a range of other climatic
shifts are significantly impacting both the prices
farmers 5=t for thetr crops as well as their ability to
predict the right time to plant and harvest. =
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Prices of cars, mobile
phones set to decline
as RD on 600 luxury

AK B,

1items Iifteﬂd:._

As v result, consumer items, notably new and old cars, high-tech
mobile phones, home appliances, meat, fish, fruits, vegetables,
footwear, furniture, musical instruments, dog and cat food and

ice cream will become comparatively cheaper

fter the reduction in taxes and abolish-

ment of regulatory duties, it 15 hoped

that they drastically see a reduction in

prices of mobile phones after the re-
duction in regulatory duty on these devices after
the government imparts of over 600 luxnry and
nen-cssential items,

a’l.|:|:|:l\:'\|:|.'i.1:|=I 1o the d.:!a:ilil the Rggula[nry Dm')'
{BD) en maobile phones has been halved across
all catepories after the expiration of the Statute-
¢ Regulatory Orders (SROs), which means that
we can cxpect a significant redoction in prices for
smartphones in Pakistan.,

The R0 om the cheapest mobile phone costing
up o 330 has been reduced to just Rs. 300 per set,
while the BT} on mobile phones costing up to $100
has been set at Bs. 3,000 per set and BD on mohile
phones worth up to §200 is now Ra. 7,500

Similarly, the regulatory duty (RID) on mobile
phones with a walue of $201 1o $350 ic now Rs
11,0000 and phomnes costing abewve 5350 and up to
$500 wnll be charged BD of Es 15000. Lastly, the
regulatory dinly on mobile phones costing above
3500 will be charged at Bs. 22 D00 with an add:-
tiomal 25% sales tax.

The gowernment has also caompletely abolished
regulatary duties on the wmport of used cars of up
to 1, 800cc, It also cut duty rates for new cars, mo-

FACEROOK COMFLAREMAGAZIMECFFICIAL

bile phones and other range of goods drastically
which will sigmificantly cut end consumer prices.

The decision has been taken after the govern-
ment's policy to contain tmports through heavy
taxation hardly made an impact of $400 million
but sewerely impacted businesses across the coun-
try.

The two f!-htutnrf R.:gula[m]r Orders {S'P.li:ls_:ll
which governed the increased rates of regulatory
and additional customs doties, expired on March
31st after the chairman of the Tariff Policy Board
refused (o further extend their validity pericd.

As 2 result, consumer items, notably new and
old cars, high-tech mobile phones, home applianc-
es, meat, fish froits, vegetables, footwear, furni-
ture, mosical mnstruments, dog and cat food and
ice cream will become comparatively cheaper.

The consumers of old used cars of up to the
1800 cc category will get mapor reli=f with 100%
regutlatory dities being dane avray with. The newr
cars in this category will still aftract a 15% regu-
latory dmty in addition to other taxes. Regulato-
vy duty rales on mobile phones have been halved
meross all the categories as a resubt of the expiry of
the SROs,

About 500 o 700 smpn:l‘lﬂd. cars of various en-
gjxu: tn‘pat‘iﬁr: that are stuck af the poris diie ta
the nep-availability of foresgn currency will also

| TYWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

beneft from the redoced taxes,

While there will be no Regolatery Duty on
used cars of uwp to 1800cc, there will still be a RD
on new cars of aver 1300 cc, albeit at very low
rates, providing a major reduction in prices, The
additional custom daties also stand writhdrawn on
these vehicles

People do not hawe a choice but to import used
cars die to the low production and poor quality
of locally assembled cars. The current economic
crisis, howewer, has affected car consumers signafi-
..Eu:LEjf Some aof the benefits of reduced rates will
be affset due to carrency devaluation.

Meanwhile, the import bill of mobile phones
has significantly drepped by 71 percent during the
last mine months mainly due to the restrictions im-
pased by the Federal Government and State Bank
of Pakistan to curtail the overall imports of the
country.

The couwntry has imported mobile phones
worth $462.70] million duaring the first nine
months (July-March) of the current fiscal year
2022-23 as against §1.6 billion in the comespond-
ing period of the previous year showing a decline
of 71 percent, the latest data of Pakistan Bureau
af Statsstics showsd,

A few months back the Federal Government
and 5BF had imposed several resections on hexury
goods including mohile phones to control the soar-
ing imports of the country. The government's plan
has wericed as the import bill of mobile phones
has significantly reduced in the nine months of
the current financial vear. The imposition of re-

The Regulatory Dty (RID)) on
mabile phones has been halved
across all categories after the
expiration of the Sstatutory Regula
tory Orders (SROs), which means
that we can expeet a significant
reduction in prices for
smartphones in Pakistan

strictions has increased the prices of the phones
in the country. However, the government has re-
cently withdrewn the restrictions, which might
reduce the prices of mobile phones According
to the PBS data, the country's maobile phone im-
ports decreased by 55.00 percent oo a month-on-
month (MoB{) basis in March 2023 and stood at
5-[4.345 muillion r-umpa.::d 1o iu:lpu:'l!s of 533.!}54
million in February 2023, On an anmual basis,
the import of mobile phones has also declined
Mohile= pJ:lm:lz 'impar!s have shown 91.93 percent
negatee growth on a year-on-year {YoY) basis in
March 1023 when compared to $183 804 million
in March 2022, On the other hand, according to
the PBS dat, the overall telecom imports into
the country have also registered massive decline
in the period under review The mmport was re-
corded at $744.910 million during the July-March
period of the current Bscal year as against $2.137
bullion duonng the same perind of the last fiscal
year, On anmmal basis, the overall telecom mmports
miis!md a megatzve growth of 86,51 percent and
stood at $36.112 million in March 2023 compared
to $267.705 million in March 2022, On a MoM
bas:s, the overall telecom tmports registered 44,22
percent negative growth in March 2023 compared
to 364, 741 mullion during Febroary 2023, The data
farther showed that other apparatis imports stood
at $28F 210 million in Tuly-March fiscal year 2023
and registered 47 8] percent negative growth com.
pared eo $540. 778 million dunng the same per-
od of the last Hscal year. On a year-on-year hasis,
other apparatus imports steod at §21.266 mil-
lion in March 2023 and registered 74.63 percent
negative growth compared to $83.811 million in
March 200} and registered 3289 percent growth
on MoM basis compared to 531 687 million in
February 2023, »
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Jazz posts marked
growth on all counts
despite difficulties

As part of its *1G for all” goal, Juzz invested PRR 3.7 billion in the first

quarter of 2023, bringing itz overall investment in Pakistan to $10.4

billion. The company launched more than LODO new 4G zites in the

previous year, raising the wtal number of subseribers w 73,7 million

and a I74% Yo increase in 406 =ubseribers o 43,0 million

azz, the largest mobile network provider in

Pakistam, has relcased its first-quarter 2023

financial resulis. Despite facing sizable mac-

roeconomic difficulties, the company is still
dedicated to promoting digital inclusion and put-
ting meoney mio its 403 netwark.

As part of its "4G for all" goal, Jazz imwest-
ed PER 3.7 billion in the first quarter of 2023,
bringing its owerall imvestment in Fakistan 1o $10.4
billioa. The company lavnched more than 1,000
new 40 sites in the previons year, raising the total
nitimber of subicrbers to 73.7 million and a | ?.4“#’9
¥o¥ increase in 4G mbicsibers to 43.1 million.

In response to questions abont the difficult
business climate and Jazz's ongomg imvestments
in digital infrastructure, Jazz CEO Aamir Ibrahim
sud: “In the current digital emergency, we are
secking urgent policy interventions to ensure that
we can continne to provide robust broadband for
Fakistan's growing needs as a digitally progressive
-i:nL'h:.Lt‘)‘."‘

Jazz's online financial service, JazzCash, ser-
wiced 1.4 million customers with dagital loans,
gained 148 million monthly active wiers, logged
twe bllion transactions in the previons year, and
had a gross transaction value of PKR 4.5 milion
Jazz Warld, the business' self-care app, showed
a 15.%% YoY increase in monthly active users to
rewch 17,3 million, As a result of increased expan-
sion, Tamasha the company's enfertainment plat-
form, bad a 5.6x Yo¥ rise in monthly active users
to 3.6 million

Jazz has consistently increased ifs revense mas-

FACERDQOK COMFLAREMAGAZINEQFFICIAL

ket share by about 1% per year aver the past five
years as a result of its focus on customer-contrici-
ty and inmowation, as well ac ongoing investmenis
made across its value chain,

The business has also advocated for the decou-
pling of the spectrum prce from the US daollar,
spreading licence payments over ten annusal in-
stallments rather than five, and adopting a rego-
latory strategy to suppori disciplined inflationary
pricing in order to address the jzmes facing the
telecom industry,

Mobilink Bank showed outitanding sevenue
growth in the first quaster of 2023, According to
the Bank's unauvdited financial filings, its signifi-
canf emphasis on digital banking serwices and
branchless banking network has resulted in an
amarnmg 48% growth in revenue

of 2013, hitting PKR 288,000, up 42% from the
previous quarter, Additionally, the Bank's profit
before tax (FBT) rose by 298% compared to the
same time last year.

4G

v ;
e < Do

The Bank's impressive revenie increase, ac-
cording to GhazanfarArzam, President & CEOD of
MMBEL, is a result of its great performance across
all buseness verticals and customer<centnic strate-

gv. Mobilink Bank has worked tirelessly to meet
its goals, which inchide offering inchasree and cut-
tmg-edge digital inancial products to a wide rangs
of clientele.

Mobilink Bank has forged strategic allianc-
s with a2 number of parties, including the Swass
Capacity Building Facility (SCBF) and CARE
Imternational in Pakistan, to forther its goals of
fmanmal mnelnsion, Throngh these strategic part-
nerships, the Bank has been able to wse its know]-
edpge of finance and digital banking to create new
prodiicts and services thal are tailored to the par
ticular requirements of underserved and marginal-
iwed populations

The success of Mobilink Bank provides an ex-
ample for other bosinesses of how a single-minded
concenfration on client pleasnre and fnancial in-
clusion can result in long-term growth and profit-
ability. As the Bank cnters the second quarter, it is

still committed to providing cumting-edge banking

Mobilink Bank showed outztanding revenue
growth in the lirst quarter of 2025,

According w the Bank™s unaudited lnancial

solutions to all of its cli-
enis and promoting eco-

nomic expansion.
The outstanding &-
nanctal resulis Mohilink

Bank achicved in the frst

filings, = zignilicant emphazis on digital banking quaster of 2023 show the

services and branchless banking network has

resulted in an amazing 48% growth in revenue

Bank's strong commeroal
resibience and dedication to
promoting fnancial inch-
sion in Palastan. With the

Additionally, branchless banking rewemue m-
creased by 61% vear over vear [YoY') for Mobilink
Bank, The average ticket size of loans provided
also phenomenally increased in the first quarter

1 TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

help of its branchiess bank-
img network and digital banking services, the Bank
haz been ahle to reach undererved populations and
experienced significan? revenne growth =
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PTCL Group posts
double-digit revenue
growth of 23%

During the first quarter of 2023, PTCL Group sustained  its
momentum and strengthened its position as a leading integrated

telecom  service provider in

akistan. Despite the ongoing

challenging macroeconomic conditions, the Group achieved a
23.2% growth in its revenue compared to the same period last year

TCL Grovp has announced its finam-

cial results for the quarter ended Manch

31, 2023. The annpuncement was made

duning the Board of Directors” meeting
held in Islamabad recently.

During the frst quarter of 2023, PTCL Group
sustained ifs momenmm and strengthensd its po-
sition as a leading integrated telacom servce pro-
wider in Pakistan. Despate the ongoing challenging
macroec onomic conditions, the Group achieved a
21 785 gn:rw'ﬂ'] mn its revenne :nmparrd to the same
period last year. This substantial growih in reve-
mue is primanly attributable to strong performance
in the fAxed broadband, mobile data, bisiness
solutions, and banking

To mitigate the effects of these challenging issues,
policy intervention by the Government 15 required
to prowide much-needed relief to the sector.

FICL Gromp Highlights

= PTCL Group's revenue of Es 43,2 billion
in (}1, 2023 is 23.2% higher as compared to the
same period of Last vear

. The Gromp's prafitability was, among oth-
er factors, particnlardy affected by the significant
bout of devaloation as the Group has unhedged
FOREX haklities. The Group has posted a net
loss of Rs 5.7 Billion.

»  PTCL continued its growth by posting
17.1% Yol revenue growth i Q1, 2003,
. PTML's (Ufone)

seTViCes

The adverse effects of
macroeconomic challeng-
es that emerged in the year
2022, continued to affect
businesses in 2023 as well.
"With conbmuing increas-
s in energy and fuel tar-
iffy, telecom operators are
faced with significant chal-
lenges o provide guality
services to their consum-
e1s at an affordable price
point. Pakistan®s balance
of poyment issues and re-
strictions imposed by the State Hank of Pakistan
on I.C :vpening have 'zl:np.acled the network roll-ont
timelines of the operators and also resulted in a sig-
nificant dewaluation aof the Pakistani mupes against
foreign currencies. This detenrorating rupee-dollar
pazity, nsing interest rates and additional taxes on
telecom operators, over and above the normal cor-
porate tax, have severely affected the profitability.

FACEROQOE COMFLAREMAGAFINECQFFICIAL

PTCL Group strives to provide
innovalive solutions o
accelerate growth for a'igital
Pakiztan” through robns
telecommunication infraztruc
ture and a diverse portfolio of
services with enhanced

customenr l‘x'n‘l‘il‘ll(‘("

revenue grew by 20.0%
Yo¥ as compared to Q1,
20122,

. U’ Bank contin-
ued its growth momentum
and has achieved a 73.0%
Erowth i its quarterly rev-
enue over the same period
of last year.

PTCL Highlights

. PTCL's revenue
of Rs 22,95 billion for the
quarter is 17.1% higher
than Q1 2022, matnly d=iv-
en by growth in carrier &
whaolesale and broadband segments,

. The= company has pnﬂed an uwnrirlg
profit of Rs 1.5 billion with a 54. ™% growth over
last year and a net prafit of Ks 5.5 hillion for the
gquarter. Increase in non-operating income, due to
translation gain on the Company's forex-denomi-
nated recenvables, dividend income from a subsid-
iary and gain on disposal of obsolete assets doe to

1 TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGAFINEFK |
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upgrade and fberization of the astwork, played a
significant role tn achieving a 187.2% increase in
the company’s met profit as compared to the same
period Last year

PTCL Comsmmer
Perfotmance

The company's fixed broadband business
achieved 17.4% growth n revenne Yo which
it primarily attribntable to a rwo-fold tnerease in
Flash Fiber's revenue and subscribers owver the
comparative quarter. The [FTV segment also
showed a 6.2%sevenue growth Yo¥. Veice and
wireless reverue streams have seen a decline doe
to the continued conversion of customers to OTT
services and tongh competition from cellular op-
ETAtOrs.

PTCL Basimess Services

The business services segment continned its
momentum sustaining market leadership in IP
bandwidth, cloud, data centre, and other ICT ser-
vices segments. FICL's enferprise business grew
by 12.1% as compared to last year, while the car-
rier and whaolesale business continued #ts growth
momennim and achieved 36.9% owerall revenne
growth. International woice revenoe has increased
by £2.7% as compared to last year, Despite the
dowdown of economic activity, overall Business
Solutions revenue has shown a remarkable growth
of 17.2% on a year-on-year basis.

Being the national telecom carrier and connec-
trwity backbone in Pakistan, PTCL Group strives to
provide innovative solutions to accelerate growth
for a 'Digital Pakistan® through robust telecom-
munication infrastrocture and a diverse portfolio
of services with enhanced customer experience
PTCL collaborated with the Ministry of Federal
Edncation to davelop an app called Teleschool Pa-
kxstan, which aims to provide free digntal learnimg
for students. The lavnch of this app by the Prime
Minzster of Pakistan in March last attracted wide-
spread altenfion across Palastan

PTML - Ufone Highlights

Continning sts growth tmjectory, Ufone record-
ed an i.mpre:si.w.-. H.0% Yo¥ increase m itz rewe-
nue. Ufone has recently gained a momentons mile-
stone of achieving 24 million subscribers resulting
mn a (.4 percentage point increase i markst share.
Network modernization activitics carried out in
the first quarter of 2023 resulted in better cus-
tomer experience for Ufone subscnbers. With this
improved (ostomer experience, growth in engage-
ment acquisition mumbers and better data speads,
TTfone has achieved the 2nd highes! cusiomer net
adds in the industry during the first quarter. Ufone
40 recently launched a WhatsApp service for a
hassle-Free clistomer :Ipt]‘i.!:l‘li.‘.!l callaborated with
Nestlé Pakistan Limited to establish an advanced
rustomer service sohition for Ufons's EPO oper-
ations and ]:larn:.er.ed with Islamabad United for
FSLE.

) Bank Highlights

Despite an extremely tongh macroeconom-
ic cavironment, I Bank, the microfinance and
tbranchiess banking subsidiary of PTCL, contimued
its growth trajectory and has achieved a remark-
able 73.0% growth in revenue and an impressive
64.5% growth m net profit over the comparative
guarter of last year, while maintaining a strong
balance sheet position. The bank stands resolute in
its comm: tment towards fmancal and social mcha-
siom, eCilizing ifs extensive outreach to provide ex-
ceptional services to a diverse clientele across the
length and breadth of the counéry through its ru-
tal retail banking, corporate fnance & investment
banking, Islamic banking, whan retail banking,
corporale banking, and digital banking canvases.

Cotporate Social Responsibaluty

Dhurimg the first quarter of 2023, PTCL Group
undertook vanons CSHE inttatives to strengthen
its position as a national carner. Amongst these
imitiatives, Lifone 408 proudly collaborated with
ConmectHear to faclitate commmmication and so=
cialization for the deal commmniry The initiative
perfectly resonates with Ufone 403's brand philns-
ophy of inclusiwity, under which we strive to foster
eqguality and shared growih. =

Busincss: Steady
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P(C launches Cecil
Hotel to its historic
grandeur in Murree

Theevent wasattended by Mr.and Mes. MurtazaHashwani, ClO

ol Psoand Deputy Chairman, Hashoo Group, His Fxeellency,

Mr. Andrew Dalgleish, Acting

British High Commissioner,

ambassadors, members of the diplomatic community and local

dignitaries

he grand lasnch of Ceell Hotel by

Pearl-Coptinental fook place m Murmrse re-

cr.nﬂ.‘y 2 beantiful hill station m the Pun-

jab province of Palostan. The event was
attended by Mr. and Mrs. MurtazaHasbhwam, CEQ
af PSL and DE‘PI‘I’Y c]'lan'm.a.u.l Hashoo G‘mll:p, am-
‘bassadors, members of the diplomahc commaenity
and local dignitanies,

T‘:Ejﬁglﬂ.ig]:.!nflhgm‘| mﬂ:epremuf
His Excellency, Mr Andrew Dalgleish, Acting Brie-
ish High Commassioner, who praised the efforts of
Hashpo m restoring this historic property 1o s for-
mer glory. Also present at the event was celebrated
author, Mr, Omar Mukhtar Khan, who wrote the
book "Omnce Upon a Time m Mizrzee." ®r. Mukhtar
spoke abwonat the history and heritage of Murres,
which has been beautifully captured 1n his book, and
howe the Cecl Haotel is a fiting tribete to this iconic
hill statton. Mr. HasanMNajib, Executive Director of
Lakhapi Guoup, landed the commendable efforts of
Hashpo Group in resurrecting Cecil Hotel's proma-
nence i Murree. He expressed his optimism for fu-
ture collabomations Between the oo entities

The Cecil Hofel by Peard-Continental ix a
170-year-old luxurious property that offers guests a

FACERDOK COM/FLAREMAGAZINECQFFICIAL

wniqne blend of modemn amenities and traditional
hospitality,. The hertage wing conmists of well-ap-
pui:nIEd. TOHImS, restored o their mg;u:la] pm\d.:m,
two dining options that serve local and international
cuisine, and a Victoran theme coffes shop that offers
stmingﬁ:m of the mmtmnrl.i:ug moiintains

Mr. HasanNajib, Executive
Director of Lakhani Group,
lauded the commendable
efforts of Hashoo Group in
resurrecting Cecil Hotel's

prominence in Murree

The Cecil Hotel was originally built to serve as
a sumner retreat for Brtish officials and Evropean
wisifors. The hotel was designed in the traditional co-
londal style, with elegant verandas, spacious rooms,
and intnicate woodwork. The hotel was equipped
with all the modern comveniences af the time, in-

cluding hot and cold ronning water, electric Lightimg,

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

and telephome services.

The COO of Hashoo Group, Hospitality and Ed-
neation Division, Mr. HaseebGardezi, spoke about
the growp's commitrment to preserving the heritage of
Pakistan and promoting tourism in the country, “We
are prond to launchk the Cecil Hotel by Peard-Con-
tinental im Murree, a town that has played such an

impartant mle in the history of Pakistan," said Mr,
Garderi. “Chur aim is to provide gocsts with an an-
thentic and unforgettable expenience of this beantiful
hill station.” The cesemony took place amidst the
pictaresgque natoral setting of the hotel's outdoors,
boasting breathtaking views of the mountains and
skies, The ambience was farther elevated by the en-
chanting live jazz mmsic that resonated throngh the
air. The guests were given a tour of the hotel and
relished a delectable Hi-Tea comprnising an exquisite
assortment of European ckisine, accompanied by re-
freshing tea and coffee.

The launch of the Cecil Hotel by Pead-Comh-
nental is a significant milestone for the hospitality in-
dustry in Fakistan and is expected to atiract tounsts
from afl over the world. The haotel is now open for
bockings, and guests can enjoy & memorable stay in
one of Pakostan's most beautifizl destinations.

With its elegant colonial architecture, breathiak-
ing views, and cultural besitage, the hotel remains an
impartant part of Palistan's history and a wvaluable
sourre of coltural hertage for fafire generations,
Whether wou're a history buff, a natere lower, or jost
looking for a peaceful escape from the cty, the Cecil
Hotel is the p:rfn:l plzu:: Lo sl

Cecil Hentage by Pearl-Continental stands in
the hills of Murrce, restored to its onginal grandeor
weith beanifial flocrs, period fraitire and crackling
fires, maintaining its exclusvity and colomial charm
and elegance. The mwviting warm ambience takes
vou back in time as scon as you step through the
front door, Located on Mountain View Road and
approachable from GPO as well as The Mall, Ceal
Heritagre offers rooms, including deluge rooms, spa-
cious famdly suites, and presidential snites, offening
modemn arnenitzes, sich as [FTVs, snart heating and
coaling, telephones, and WiF:. Each mom s deco-
rated with peniod features and a vintage tapestry to
pay homage to Murres's histonical era. The epsuste
bathrooms come equipped with a vintage claw-foot
tuh, a separate shower, twin wash basins, raduator,
and a vanity counter. Gmests san boak their fmourite
room and relive the golden perind of Murree &
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3 reported by CHBC, the unit is often

the company's most significant profit

driver. The losses on the chips cantrib-

uted to Samsung's quarterly operating
profit dive of 95 percent on the quarter.

According to Bloomberg, one of the biggest
causes of the losses goes back to the start of the
Fandemic, which saw smartphone and PC makers
stockpile chips to get abead of sapply issues. Mo,
companics are left with loaded inventories as con-
sumer demand has dropped off amidst high mfla-
tioEL

The South Eorean tech giant will no doubt be
hoping its chip business numbers mmprove as the
year goes on, with the recent news marking Sam-
sung's lowest quarterdy operating profit since 2009,
The company hopes new smartphone and PC
lawnches may increase demand, and alio expects
an economic recovery in China, which Eloomberg
accounts as the largest market for PCs and smart-
phones. The news may not come a3 4 surprise, as
Samsung showed signs of a poor quarter in its ear-
Lier preliminary earnings. It plans o cut its memory
chip production sgnificantly in order to cut down a
nearty 70 percent decline in prices over the previons
nine manths

Despite the company taking a hit on its memory
chips, the smartphone division was able to recoup
some of the losses with a decent quarter, thanks
in no small part to the launch of the Galaxy 523
linewp. Samsung Display Corporation (SDC) saw
earmings in the mohile panel husmess decline guar-
ter-on-quarter anid a market contraction, while the
large panel business slightly narrowed its losses.

The DX Drvision's results improved on the back
of strong sales of the premiam Galaxy 523 seried as
well a3 an enhanced sales mix focusing on preminm

[t. The cirength in the Korean won agamnst the
US dollar, euso and most major emerging CUCTES-
cies resulied i a negatve impact of appromimately
m 'ﬂ? h'l.]lim! an mmpa.ny-w‘i.:ll: mtlﬂg prnf—
it, mostly in the component business.

In the second quarter, while corrent market con-
ditzons are expected to remain, the D8 Diovsion will
focus on boosting technological competitiveness,
incleding the gate-all-arcond ((3AA) based }-pano-
meter (nm) process, while meeting the demand for
DDRS, LPDDERSx and other high-end products.

SDC% mobile pane! business will focus on
mesting demand projections for the second half of
the year, while the large panel business is expected
to see an increase n quarterly sales

The DN Drrsion aims to maintain solid prof
itability by expanding sales of the Galaxy A series
smartphonss and new TV models while also im-
p'n:n'i.ng corsl d}‘u:l:nrgr.

In the second half of the yeas, based on expec-
tattons of a gradual market recovery and a rebound
in glabal demand, the D5 Division w«ill focis on
high-capacity server and mobile products. The DS
Diviston wnll continue to strengthen itz technol

ogy l=adership by expanding cistomers for lead-

Froa download: TlNare pk
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Memory chips lowers
Samsung’s quarterly
profit by 95%

g RU

The company hopes new smartphone and PC launches may

increase demand, and also expects for an economic recovery in
China, which Bloomberg accounts as the largest market for PCs

and smartphones

concentrated on completing the P31 mfrastructure
and on the P4 framework in preparation for mid-
to-long-term supply. Foundry iovestments focsed
on fabs m Tayior, Texas and Pyeongtack, Korea to
address the demand for advanced nodes, while in-
vestments in displays focused on infrastructure and
modnle production enhancements

The DS Division posted KEW 13,73 trillion in
consolidated revenne and KEW 4.58 trillion in op-
erating losses for the first quarter.

The Memory Buaineas's performance fell zignifi-
cantly compared o the previous quarter, with ongo-
ing imweniory adjistments leading fo 2 decrease m
overall demand amid an economic slowdown and

ing-cdge products based on
the GAA process. . P "
SDCs mobide pan. :"i.i[!l:‘fLHIf.{' S ATy 1‘III|1

el business is expected to
continne leading the high-
end markee, while s large
pamnel business wall further

buginess i= coming off a

nightmare of a quarter, with

weakensd costomer spend-
mg.

For DRAM, demand
was shiggish due to mven-
tory ndj'uslnm‘nh }.ty SETVET
customers, mainly hyper

cxpand i the premium Nigh inventories combined with selem purchasing delays

market and mprove prof-
itakbility,

The DX Dhrvision plans
to solidify its leadership

in the premiwm segment, (about $4.63 hillion CATY) loss

mcludng  foldable smart-

phenes and Nea QLED from the

and Set-Bunld :!n:'l.w:'_.'h:lns.

falling demand which contribut-with  consamer  demand

for mohile and PC applica-

ed 1o a nearly 33,4 billion UTS]) tions not yet recovered. The

Memeory Business focused
on selling high-vahe-added
products such as high-den.

division. S st -

screens. The DX Division
also aims fo ncrease market share by expandmg
collaboration with partners and will enhance prof-
itability by continuing to improve operational «f-
CEnCY.

The Comapany's fotal capital expenditsres in the
First quarter stood at KEW 10,7 million, including
KEW 0.8 milion for semironductors and EEW
0.3 trillion for displays. Spending on memeory was

FACEROQOE COM/FLAREMAGAFINEQFFICIAL

mestng server-use DRSS
demand in line with the adoption of new CFLs.
While prices fell less than the market forecast, bit
growth could not meet the previous guidance.

A for WANTY, despite weak demand, the Mem-
ory Buosiness actively responded to trends shifting
toward high-density across overall applications,
siich as eStorage of 512GE and above for major
mobile costomers and client 5505 of 1TH and

1 TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

above for PC OFMSs. As a result, our bt growth ex-
ceeded the previons guidance.

Looking ahead to the second quarter, as major
hyper scalers mves! more conservatvely in servers
and cestomers continone to adust their inventories,
limited demand recovery is expected,

For DEAM, the Memory Business will respond
to imcreasing demand for DDES and high-density
modales led by the launch of new CPUs for servers
and mncreased demand for Al and w1l also actively
respend to LFDDRE Sz demand for imabile high-ead
products such as new form factor smartphones

For MAND, based on cost competitrvensss,
the Memory Business plans to actively addeess the
demand for high-density products across all ap-
'p'il.i:ltinm while mspam.d:ng to cusfomer needs for
high-density storage by creating mokbile quad-level
cells (QLC) markets and diversifrmg product port-
ED]I.DS.

In the second balf, demand is expected to grad-
ually recover as customer inventory levels will have
declined due to i'm'mlm'y adjuﬂm:nl: ‘ooctrTing
since thie second half of last year, Set-Build demand
s expected to improve with the lounch of new
smartphones and PC promotion. In addition, the
pertion of DDRS for servers is expected to ncrease
dute to the expansion of new CFL] adoption, and
content-per-box Wil confimie to grow as the frans-
tion to high-core CPUs accelerates.

For DEAM, the Memory Business plans to ac-
celerate the conversiom of cutting-edge nodes for
DDRS and LFDDRSx and actively respond to the
strong market demand for HEM3 8H and 12H

For NAND, the Memory Business will
strengthen supply operations for products that cus-
tomers need by creating a mobile QLT market and
expanding the supply of cetting-edge nodes such as
Viand VE =
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he smuggling of cigarettes and interna-
tional brands of beverages has increased
smice the government raised Federal Ex-
cise Dy (FED) estimated 154% on ciga-
rettes, The effects of this FED hike caused a heavy
increase in the owerall taxes on the sale of cigarettes,
wrisich has jolted the legitimate tobacco industry in
the country. As a consequence of cigarette prices
hirring the roof, the tobacco marketr has been food-
ed with over 70 new brands of cigarettes during the
span of just two months.
also claimed that is not the first time that the bew-
erage industry has borne the brunt of government
policies. Awailable documents reveal that CCT has
repeatedly vocalised how the beverage industry has
dealt with disciminatory taxes and policies, It is the
wily industry, within the Food & Beverage (F&B)
sector, that is paying the FED in a good amount. It
is alse the only one amongst various water-consm-
ing industries that are paying water charges, as well
as the omly industry within the F&B sector that is
being threatened with the imposition of the Health
Lewy. The carbonated beverage induatry is eurrenthy
paying 1¥% FED, along with a 7% soper tax and
178 G5T 1o the government. Further implementing
the Sugar Levy, on top of high FED, will douhle tax-
ation hence potentially driving legitimate tax-paying
mamtfacturers m the heverage industry to callapse.

According to the bewerage industry, an imcre-
ment in FED has always adversely impacted pro-
duct:on wolumes, considermg the prodoct is highty
price elastic, The effect of it then trickles down to
others, threatening employment, and the incomes
of auxihary businssses across the cham, hence caus-
ing an owverall sise in the substitution effect, whereky
custormers switch to sub-standard beverapes

Drmng s madia briefing sezmion, reprezentatives
of the Pakistan Tobacco Company Limited (FTC)
disclosed that the incidence of illicit cigarettes has
sharply increased diie to the availablity of smuggled
cigarcttes at cheaper rates. This has forced pricecon-
SCONLE Consumers to tum to cheaper, smuggled, and
it cigarettes.

PTC officials revealed that frem the period be-
tween July 2021 to March 2022, FTC's contnbution
to the national exchequer was Bs 85 hilkon. Howev-
1, the reverme collected during the same period this
wear only increased by a meagre 145 to Bs 97 hil-
liom, despite an excise increase of over 20084 in both
tiers of cigareties since June 2002, Such disappoint-
ing fgures are constantly discouraging urvestment
and aTe threatening the Large-Scale Mannfactunng
{LSM) sector in Pakistan.

The representatives informed tha: PTC con-
tribiiles o anoind ﬂm".. af the total reveniie collecs-
ed from the tobacco industry, whereas only 2% is
contrited by the illicit sector The officials also
revealed that sales wolumes for March 2023 have
completely flipped, with legitimate industry sales

stamding at .84 billion sticks in March, as opposed
to 484 billson sticks in Jan 2023 (pre-mm: ndget).
Similady, the dlict volume has expanded exponen-
tialty from 2 835 billion sticks in January 2023 to 4.8
billion sticks m March 2023,

Accarding to PTC data, over 100 brands of
smuggled cigarettes without graphic health warn-
ings have flooded the maricet, blatantly disregarding
all regulations set by the Government of Pakistan,
even without fearmg the possibility of being canght
up. FTC afficials recorded a 309 morease in sales of
sariggled eigarertes dunng March 2023 anly.
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High taxes open
floodgate of
smuggled cigarettes,

beverages
..
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Maore than 100 brands of smuggled cigarettes without graphic

health warnings have flooded the market blatantly disregarding
all regulations set by the Government ol Pakistan, even without

fear of being caught up

Enforcement agencies require an iron hold to
lay on the illiat sector to plug this growmg cleft be-
tween the legitimate and illict sectors. The imple-
mentation of track and trace must be consistent and
be implemented in letter and spint. A nationwide
enforcement campaign to curtail the menace of i
licit cigarettes must be carmied out to ensure the fght
resitls for the already ailmg ecomomy.

Before the mini-budget was released in February
2023, the excise on a pack of Tier | cigarsttes was
130 nipees, whereas it was moreased to Bs 330
the mimi-budget, amounting to an increase of 154%

Similarly, the excise on a pack of Tier ! cigareties

While owners of the beverage
industry have alzo elaimed that
i= not the first time that the
beverage industry has borne the
brunt of government policies

was increased from Rs 41 to Bs 101, amounting te
an increase of 1468 l}gs'pal!: the drastic morease= m
both tiers, the Retail Prce Threshald was increased
by a meagre 313% to Rs 9,000 per 1,000 cigarettes.
This has ceated an anomaly and bas opened up a
diead zone for any cgarette pack to be viably priced
beteveen Hs 180 and Hs 330

Fesponding to a guery, the officials of the indus-
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try stated that despite the letters sent to the Ministry
of Finance to remove the anomalies in taxes that
emexged after thie mini-bodget, the Ministry has mot
considered the request af the industry,

Islamabad desperately needs to secure $1.2 il
lion, part of a $7 billion batlout package of the IMF
prugram it secared in 2019, The latest tranche was
originally due in November 2022 but it was delayed
as the global lender demanded a clear roadmap
from Islamabad on bndgmg revenue shortage be
sudes ending energy subsidies

Facing a default scare, Palostan proposed to in-
cTease taxes on certain goods to raise 170 billion -
pees in exira revenue durmg the cirrent Ascal year
ending July Shortfalls in revenne collection wene
amomg the reasons that held up TMF's fh review
dizcitssions with cash-strapped Paleistan earlier this
month, The Finance Division also issued a notifica-
hon mereannp the peneral wales tax by ons per cent
o 18 per cent - these measuires are expecied 1o raise
Rs 115 bilbion. Howeves, since the government has
agreed to a target of Bs 1 70 hillion in new taxes wnth
the TMF, the rernaming Bs 55 billion $ould be cal-
lected through mcreased excise duty on airbine bek-
eis and smgary drmis.

Global ratings agency Fitch downgraded Pala.
stan's sovereign credit rating by two notches COC+
to CCC-, cting cotically low reserves and difficule
conditicms set by the IMF. The agency said that n
its vaew “default or debt restructurmg” was now a
real possbility. w
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Google launches Lab
in Pakistan to boost up
apps development

<

Google Developers

)

\pps Growth Lab 2023 1= most suited Tor early-stage gaming and
tools, and utility app developers who have a company-owned Play
Store with at least one app published, and a company-owned

Google Ads account and are ready o start their user acouisition

strategy with their in house team

ollowing the lawnch of the Gaming
Growth Lab in Pakistan last year, Google
has Lanncked its first ‘Apps Growth Lab'
in Pakistan, with an aim to help lecal app
developers accelerate and grow their businesses.

The fowr-month hybrid education programme
is designed o identify high-potential app develop-
ers, studios, and companies which are looking to
scale their businesses in the mobile app indostry.

Pakistan's mobile market continued to cxpen-
ence robust growth for the fourth consecutive years,
with 3.52 billion app downloads in 2022 This
places the country in the $th position globally, ac-
cording (o & report.

Apps Growth Lab 2023 is most suited for ear-
ly-stage garning and tooals, and utility app develop-
ets who have a company-owned Flay Store with
at [east one app published and a company-owned
Google Ads account and are ready to start their
der acquisition strategy with their in-hounse team.

I¢ wrill offer participants access to more than 25
mdustrial and G'I:ngsr eXperis as well ae vahiable
resolfoes in areas such as Google Ads, Adbdob
and Play, Firebase, and gTech and supportive ses-
sions designed to help them achieve success.

Google said that the launch of the programme
demonstrates its commitment to promoting the
growth of Pakestan’s app industry both locally and
globally Farhan 8 Qureshi, Google's Regional
Director for Pakistan, Bangladesh, and 5 Lan-
ka, said that the tech giant's ongoing efforts aim
to support Pakistani developers and help them ex-
pand their work.

The App Growth Lab is based on four core

FACEROOK COM/FLAREMAGAZFINEQFFITIAL

pillars: build, develop, launch, and scale. The
'"Build’ phase aims to help participants understand
the global app and gaming opportuaitics and set
therr company's strategy. The "Develop’ phase
focnses on user-centric product development and
leweraging technology for long-term success. The

The
Crowth Lab in Pakistan i= a

aunch ol Google’s _\pll

gaime |'h.'||1;.:'+*r1'nr Pakistani entre
prenenrs seeking growth in their
app businesses. The programme
provides entrepreneurs with the
necessary knowledge, resources,
and mentorship to excel in the
competitive app market

Lannch' component teaches strategies to win the
lannch, set up monetisation models, and maxmimise
Google's data tools for growth. Lastly, ‘Scale’ cov-
ers lannching the app to the world and leveraging
market and platform diversification strategies.

The programme is sef to lavach in June 2023
and will conclude with a graduation event in La-
hore in October 2003, Applications are set to close
an May 22, 2023,

Sand Hameed, CEQ of Game District, enconus-
aged local app developers to apply, saying that his
team has "one of the most insightful™ expericnc-
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es with the Gaming Growth Lab Pakistan pro-
gramme by Google in 2023,

With Paldstan's booming poputlation of over
230 milliom people and growing mobile phone
penctration rate, it's no surprise that the country
has become a hotbed for app developers and entre-
preacurs. However, despite the growing demand
for mobils apps, many entrepreneurs struggle to
malke cheir apps suscessfol due to a lack af re-
sources and knowledge.

That's where Google's App Growth Lab comes
in, Prl:'u'lo‘:id.i.ns Pakistan: colfeprenciins with the nec-
essary toals and resousces to excel in the competi-
tive app market,

The launch of Google's App Growth Lab in
Pakistan is a game-changer for Paldstani entee-
prencurs who are secking growth in their app
businesses. The programme provides entrepre-
ocurs with the necessary knowledge, resousces,
and mentorship to succeed in the competitive app
market. With the App Growth Lab, Pakistan: en-
trepremeuss now have a platform to learn from in-
dustry experts and connect with other like-minded
individnals. 5o, if you're a Pakistani entreprenenr
[ooking to grow your app business, don't miss out
on this oppartunsty to takes your business to the
next lewel.

Google has released Android 14 Beta 1.1, As
the rather weird naming implies, this s a mere
small mpdate to the first beta, which came our
a couple of weeks ago. The next, second beta is
scheduled for next month, so yvou might be won-
dering why Geogle would go through the tronble
of releasing an intermediary version right now

The answer is bugs. Apparently, the company
thowght some of the bugs running aronnd in Beta
1 were too annoying to [=t be until Beta 2 comes
armimd, and that’s how Eeta 1.1 came about

Google releases Android 14 Beta 1.1 patch, fix-
ing a lot of bugs

The new banld is labelled TTPEL 230309017,
Al for Pixel 6, Pixel 6 Pro, and Pixel &a units en
Venizon, and TTPB1.230300.017 for all others. It's
going out over-the-air to the Pizel 4a 5G and lat-
er models which are enrolled in the Android Bema
Program. As usual with Google updates, expect
the rollout to take af least a few days if not more,
tee reach all eligible dewices.

Google highlights a few of the bugs that hawe
been sguashed:

Fized am issue where the system Ul crashed
when trymg to access the Wallpaper & Style screen
etther through the Settings app or by long-pressing
from the home screen.

Fized some issues that prevented fingerprint

Fized an issue where the status bar did not dis-
play the mobile network,

Fized am issne that ]:n:cv!n!ed a 5IM card or
eSIM from being detected or activated in some
cases

Fized an issue where the lock screen displayed
a message with an uaresolved string placeholder
when Smart Lock was enabled.

Last year, Google launched the seventh edition
of its Google for Startups Accelerator (GFSA) for
Southeast Asia (SEA) and Pakistan, where it will
enroll tip to 15 seed and senies A startaps, particu.
larly in fimtech, health tech, retail and e-commerce,
and SME-focused B2B sohutions,

The three-month programme would help start-
wps solve their specific challenges by providing
the best of Google resources: Google mentors,
a nctwork of oew coatacts (o help them on their
journeys, and the most cutting-edge technology,
(roogle said.

Since Google's first GFSA lannch in 2016, it
has supported over 90 startups, who have then
gone on to raise over $5.4 hllion in funding and
created more than 1600 jobs across Southeast
Asia and Faldistan,

A notable alumnos 15 DeafTalk from Pakistan,
which participated in GFSA 2020 and has provid-
ed accessibility solibions for deaf people, includ-
mp online sign lapguage interpretation, audic-wid-
eo translation and sign langnage training. =
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New powerful vivo Y73 with

sleek design

available in Pakistan

vivo has also brought users new upgrades in technology

EVENT |

FLARE F

& 64MP AF camera

theHRear Camera 4K Video Fonetion,

for instance, allows vou to take videos with erystal clear definition, any time ol the day. Then, give

your imaging quality a hoost with features such as byve Autofocus and Ulira Sstabilization

two's new Y73 has arrived, bringing along

werfial specs for the nltimate smartphone
g’. EXperience.
Built to serwe savvy nsers lookingfor the

perfect balance of aesthetics and fanctionality — the

W

wivie ¥ 13 features key upgrades that are added valns
to the Y-senies These upgrades focus on ey func-
hans that weers interact with every day so that they
CAR MAYIMA?e Svery moment in their buey lives.

Designed to Perfection, Built to Last
The W73 shines m both assthetics and dorahl-

ity — making it a winner for heavy users who are
always on the go. For one, the clegant phone has a
sleek desmign wath a 7.38mm Ulra-5hkm Body for a
comfortable hald,

738 170 250

The derce s hghtweight with a 1 T0g Light Gop
and fits easily into your pocket, so you den't have
to worry about having to carry it around. Designed
with a imeless touch, the vvo Y73 comes m two co-
Lours for unique tasies —Foman Black for the classic
lowers, and DHamond Flare for those who prefer to
stand outt from the crowd!

Built with ionovative glass techaoclogy, the wive
Y73’ screen is scratch resistant and durable to sup-
port your active [ifestyle. Wow, you can push the new

(73 as far and as hard as you push vourself,

Freeze Evervday Moments with Great Qruality

Beyond its outstanding form and design, the vive
W73 is equipped with formidable imaging fonctions
degigned for Selfie and Video enthusiasts to unleash
their crentivity. One highlight is the 64ME AF Cam-
exowith Night Modethat allows you to take beautsful

FACERCCOE COMFLAREMAGAFINEQFFICIAL

Y75

7. Bgwm Uerp Slim Gless
(BB A « 1\ RO

and high-quality shots af the vivid night scene. Yon
can firther amp up your night shots with four stylish
E:i'.'y Nig,h[ ].:'i].'[:'l:s1 each one sperial':y created for dif-
ferent styles and preferences.

wive has also brought nsers new upgrades in tech-
un]ng‘!,‘ — theRear Camera
AE Video Function for in-
stance, allows you to take
videos with crystal-clear
definition, any time of the
day.Then, gre your imag-
ing gquality a boost with fea-
teres such as Eye Autofo-
rus and Ultra Stabilization.

Mareover, there 1 alse
the Dual-View Video fra-
ture that allows you to usc
the Front andRear Camera
at the same fime — co-
abling you to double your
creative prowess. Selfie Lov-
ers will enjoy the 160{F Front Camera, which boasts
enhancement features such as Soper Might Selfie and
Portrait Lighting!

Whea von lave explosed and diseowered all the
star imaging feahzres of the vive Y73, there are more
i shore for Vo, The Fremt 'Emfm., for :i.1.|:l'.'.|n.|'_'|:I

RAMIE Wil Caenera

brings along fun feanires such as the Steadiface Selfie
Wideo, as well as cnbancement firatures such as light
filters and Video Face Beauty The Rear Camem s
the photography enthmsiasts” paradise with feanures
such as Super Macro, Bokeh Portrait and Multi-Por-
traif to help you level up your creatove work.

These are subtle yet impactful improvements in
the quality of life for vivo nsers — try the vivoe Y73 out
and sxpenence the difference yourself!

Bringing Viewing Pleasure to the Next Level

Users of the vive Y73 can expect to enjoy brl-
ltant and realistic digtal content on the smart-
phone’s 6.44-inch 50Hz FHD+ Screen that boasts a
240 1080 Ttra- High Resohation

In particular, the AMOLED Screenstands outfor
ifs picture-perfect clarity, as well as optimized scroen
real-sstate for a top-notch full-screen expenience. The
smartphone mchides an In-Display Fingerprmt Fea-
ture which can read your Eogerprint with a single
touch with imperceptible spesd, Also poteworthy
is the thin yet tough glass, whech upgrades the vove
Y73 to be the degant beast when it comes to form
and shaps

Powerful Performance, Builtfor Go-Cretter

The wive Y73 is perfect for multi-taskers look-
ing to be even more productive, thanks to its BGB +
4GB Extendred EAM that keeps the phope rupning
smoothily even under heavy usage. More appa, more

TWITTER COMFLAREMAGAZINEFK |

games! Mo problem, this smartphene has got you
covered — you will still hawe a perfect mobile expeni-
ence even if you are a.hn:a:i.'“_vusc'.'.

Whether it is having more apps running, or
ewritching between apps scamlessly, this one is per-
fect for the multi-tasker to manage work, life, and
firn. Garners will alen emjoy the Mnlti-Turbo Terea
Game Mode, for the boost that you need to have for
winning'

For power geers, this phone meets their needs
and more with its generons BGE BAM + 128GE
Storage. Fast speed can also be expected, thanks to
the powerful Mediatel Helio G95 processar. What is
more, with & 4000m A hBattery Capacitvthatsupports
up to 33W FlashChargefast charging, the wivo Y73 is
capable of kreping up with any fast-paced and active
lifestyle — there is nothing to stop you from hitting
the streets late at naght, or closmg that next deall

Price & Availability

All in all, the vivo Y73 comes with powerful
specs for the ultzmate smarfphone expenience
perfect for enhancing the lives of all who use it. The
outstanding wivo Y73 is now avaiable for purchase
acmss Palastan at the price of Rs. 89,000 only,

vivo offers a one-year warranty for Y73 along
with 15 days free replacement and & months warran-
ty for accessories, vivo ¥ 03 s daly approved by Pa-
kxstan Telecommunications Authority and supports
all mobile networks in Pakistan. Zong customers can

also get 12GB Free Mobile Internet by using ther
45 SIM card in 5lot ] (2GE Internet © month for 6
months) =
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| & keep the benefits of naturally pink salt

founded in Himalayvan, T'5-based com-

pany Mirscle Saltwerks Callective Ine

plans to invest mearly $200 million in
cusating, processing, distributing, and importing
Pink Himalayan 5alt from Pakistan Pink Hima-
layan salf is a type of salt that's naterally pink in
colour and mined near the Himalayas in Pakistan
Salt gives minerals and provides incredible bealth
bemefits

As per the PID statement, the representatives
of the company met the Ambassador of Pakistan
to the United States Masood Ehan in Washington
and comveyed their plans

The imeestment would be made in preparing
feasibility, reserve reportupgradation of mining
procedures and processes, construction of world-
class processing and packsging facility, and com-
munity development programs.

During a bricfing by the top leadership of
Miracle Saloworks Collective Ine. (MSCI), it was
informed that Pakistan, with its geographical mo-
nopaly of the resource, has hmgs reserves of Pink
Salt with a potential earning of 512 billion anma-
ally.

According to an estimate, the country possess-
es approximately 27,22 billion tons of natural re-
sources, concentrated mostly in Salt Range arcas
of Kala Bagh, Warcha, Khewra, and Bahadur.
Khel, with an immense potential of kick-starting
Massive cCOnOMIC activity.

MAECT Presdent Ahmed N, Khan said that a
multi-pronged solution feamring public-private
parmership under a clearly dafined policy was ba-
mg worked out to assist the government in regu-
lating amd encouraging the private sector to take
& lead role in exploiting the sxisting potential, He
eaid that the company waz undsrtaking a joint
ventwre with Pakistan Mineral Development Cor-
poration,

The company plans to raise marke! awareness
globally and reach 10 million tons of verified ex-
traction by 2030, Two word-class processing
ﬂﬂ.d clul.“nl:m"mn. &ni]hﬂ wnu].d hE E:llﬂ.b!ﬂhl.‘d m
Doha and China to fulfil global demand for Palki-
stani products,

Ambassador Khan welcomed MSCI's interest
in making inwestments and promoting Pink Salt.
He said that the government was committed to
providing every possible facility 1o international
imvestors and the business community intending
to dimwest in tradstional and non-traditional sectors
of the economy.

The ambassador assured the leadership of Mir-
acle Saltworks of every possible support of the
:mhmy i Faﬁ]i[-!:ing e.l:r!y finalization and im-
plementation of their business plan in the country,

Fink salt is popping up in supermarkets and
health food stores sverywhere, but what exactly
are the benefits of this product? With a unigue fla-
vour profile and countless potential health bene-
Eis, pink sall can add something special to your ev-
eryday diet. From reducing hypertension to aiding
m digestion, there are many amazmg ways that
this matitral mineral can boost your overall health

Pink Himalayan salt is a unique type of salt
harvested from Punjab and the Himalayan moun-
tains of Tibet. It contains more than 85 beneficial
minerals that canmot be found in other salts, in-
r]ud:l:nn f.ﬂ.l.ﬁ!l.'ﬂ'.ﬂl :i:rn:rl' mag’lrsi:un‘l.‘ z'n:u: ﬂ!\d Ill:l-
tassiim. This pink salt is known for its pmk hue,
with pinkish hues ranging from pale pink to bold
reddish pink. Pmk Himalayan salt also has many
health benefits, such as regulating blood sugar lev-
els and promoting healthy skin and hatr,

Additionally, it's an all-natural alternative 1o
table salt that adds flavour to dishes without add-
ing any additional sodinm. With its natural miner-
al content and added health bensfits, pmk Hima.
layan salt is an excellent choice for those looking
for a flavorful way to enhance their meals

Pink Himalayan salt has been praised for s
many benefits ranging from its trace minerals and
elements to its natural pink/ pinkish-crange hus
Whle the salt stself i1z relatrvely sxpensive, it 13
proven to be much healthier than regular table salt

FACEROORE COMFLAREFMAGAFINEOQFFICIAL

US company willing
to invest in quality
produ(‘tlon of Pink salt

During a I:Jru nn-r bv the wop leadership of "ullnu le

Collective Ine, (MSCI), it was informed that
geographical monopoly of the resouree,
-arning of S12 billion annually

Pink salt with a potential

=altworks
Takistan, with its
has huge reserves of

due to the abundance of essential minerals that
are nol present in regilar salt, such as potassinm,
magnesiim , and caleinm.

Mot only can this salt help reicase vital vita-
mimns and minerals into your body, but if may also
contribute (o improved muscle function, increased
circulation, regulate Mood pressure, support nerve
furctions and mare. Considering these pink salt
benefits, it might be worth considering pink Hima-
layan salt as a culinary staple in your kitchen!

Pink Himalayan salt also has
miany health benefitz, such as
regulating blood sugar levels
and promaoting healthy =kin
and hair

Pink sabt cartieds emany beneficial properties,
particularly for respiratory diseases. The pink salt
is prodiiced from natiral Himalayan crystal salts
with pink colour and incredibly high mineral con-
tent, including trace minerals such as iron, calc-
m, pnlas:iu.n:1 m.ui;nz':ium and much more.

Tsing pink salt to treal respiratory disorders
has been ganing populanty due to ifs ugh io-
dine and bromide levels, which can help reduce
miflammation in the l?:i:rwly:. {\dﬂiﬁmﬂn}; p';nk
salt releases natural anti-inflammatory ions during

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

inhalation which can act as a bronchodilator to
significantly eazse and improve breathing difficul-
ties. These benefits malkee pink salt an mereasingly
sought-aiter therapy among those suffening from
resprratory isnses or allergies.

Pink salt is a=s amaring way (o redoce your
stress [evels and improve feclings of relazation,
Tnlike many other remedies, pink salt has a nums-
ber of unigue benefits due to its high concentration
of trace minerals; it 15 particularly fich m magne-
smm, calcinm, sulfor, and potassium. All of these
components help the body remain balanced and
healthy, l=ading to better monds, more energy, and
improved relazation.

Fink galf ix an efficient namral mineral that
helps promote restful sleep. Tt contains numer-
otz beneficddal minerals, incloding magnesinm,
calemum, and potassinm -- all key components
of a healthy dist. Fink galt halps to mpport the
body's namiral crcadian thythm leading to better
sleep quality and therefore improved energy levels
dunng the day.

Pink salt tsed in 4 Warm bath can be E!PEE;BI.I:F
helpful before bedrime to improve relaxation and
mdice a decper sleep. Pink salt also releases neg-
afive ions when heated which can i.man'L'e siress
[evels, promoting an overall sense of calmness and
tranquillity. As importantly, pink salt also helps
restare electrolyte balance in the body, leading to
better sleep and enhanced physical pedformance
dunng waking hours. m
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Internet outage due to May
incidents caused huge
revenue loss to GMOs

In the wake s;si the arr
blockage swept across the country

affected sector in this milieu is telecom companies which suffered financial losses estimated at

billio

million in tax revenue is in addidon to

t of former prime ministe

n due to the suspension of broadband internet services while the povernment’s
it. It is quite noticeable and painful that on any

r Imran Khanon May 9, a wave of unprec

v, plunging millions of Pakistanis into a state of digital isolation

ae

edented Internet
I'he most
Rs2.46
around Rsi60)

QCCasIon, event,

lnss of

rallics and protest, the first thing the government does, is shutting down the internet across the country.

s

the loss of billions of rupees (o telecom operators. Aggrieved by this situation Chief

(CMOs) of differer

lelecom and the government of

three-day mobile phone internet
alfected by the government's

wide-scale untoward -

o 11;’[‘ ArTest I:.‘r l:ll:l.'l.u‘;

v 0 last, led to 4 complete block-
g of mobile mternet and ¢

vices by the government across the

he ergption n'
r"lljttﬂ!- mr

CUnITY, On W

are wow up | mest SeTIONS ISFUeS

ing out of protracied blocking of the nternet service
amd the apps. The m plhone compames a3 such
through letters have mformed the government and
the Paldstan Telecom Authority about what they suf
fered alomg with recording their protest. In the lener,
they pamfully todd the fede

Telecommmnscati

thedr failuse to pay due deference o the o

alby provided basic nght 1o do business and also about

poverument and the

(FLAREMAGASIMEQFFICAL

t mobile phone companies

oulage
decision to suspend mobile broadband an

extreme measure taken at once causes revenue losses o the government in bilhions of

Pakistan to seck compensation for
Nearly

the colossal financial Josses to the companies which
occasioned due to
they are duly compensated for thei
smoothly mm the l"“'ﬂ!ﬂ-'!’ﬁ-
condent of letters is being published so that the
ould get precise minemation while we, as an
organization,  are
alio trying to pres
ent the facts with
the aim of encous.
aging imvestments
m  the country
.'lnd. restonmg the

service so that

be able o

confidence of
| those companies
which have mads
mrvestiTsTuls and
are  working 0
promiote  business

T'WITTER € FLAREMAGAFINEP K

wrote letters to Chairman
the revenue they
25 million people engaged

d block access to soc

rupees besides
f Marketing Officers

PTA, the Ministry of I

.:!I]Ll

faced due to a

this sector, have been

ial media apps

in Pakistan, The government has also been urged to
k!E'T' ugr a '_'":‘ﬂl'.{l.b i.'\'! m‘il‘-n::mn:l F'"I i"l.].ﬂi:l!.'i: ﬂl'ﬁ!
mrvestrment which is very necessary to fetch foreign
cotmpanies 1o imvest their money, without hestation,
i businesses, pﬂﬂu‘.‘uﬂa:lj- in the IT and telecom sec

faeceszary when Pa-
h am ks Irr1|:|.1.' i.n-pg the worst rn.'h m Ihﬂi".ﬁ-lnr-

ot |:l.‘|z|].l|.r|:'ltd budd-j s
these p=ciors hirve abeady faced man
have forced thousands of people to
while the salaries of thousands of others have
been ast down due to the Anancial cranch in the TT
and telecom secrors.

It is quite notable that the IT sector is on the way to
development all over the whaole wordd whale Pakstan
& on the downslide on this count mamby due to i
munagement and cormuption. Representatives of mose
than 3 mobile phone manufacturing and assembling
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companies said that there are senous problems in the
country for the last year o terms of mamifacturing
and selling mobile phones that have resulted in slow
propress nthes sector Omne of the main izmees is said
to be the letter of credit (LO) whach has brought about
enormoas problems and made it diffioult to bring mo-
bile phones i Pakastan through parts and povestors
whdch have renderod factorics worth ballions of rupees
ugable to give cutput up to the mark as basic matereal
was unarvatlable. The companies are sill moch wor
ried and struggling
o overcome  the
problems. Apainst
this backdsop, the
difficultics of the
COMpAnies  were
much compound-
ed  when  after
May 9, the mter
net services  and
other services of
the mobile phozne
COMPAties  Were
stopped, atter the
pory incidents, whirh made not only the companies
bur dlso custormess to come under serions difficulries
[he blaciking of the infernet o the real sense of the
w‘m‘d,jﬂmmrd.lhﬂ wheel af the econommy wherem, thee
financial condition of the mobile phone companies
ws the worst hat

There has been a severe blow to the moble busn
oess, When contacted, the sepresentative of a larpe
mishile phone company said that through a letter they
mformed the prreermmTed of Palastan that the sus
pension of intermet services on May 9 and after has
cmased themn monetary loss to the ftune of ower 110
milhiom. The reveniee loss durmg that davs s st 10
one company, while the loss to other three larpe com-
panies mans into killions,

The soacrces in the mobile phone sector said that
the mobile phone companses in the letter have told
the: prvernment ahont thetr problems peitng paled up
every next day wath specific reference 1o the said days
when the ong-duration of internet cutapes hupely
agaravated ther Anancial and other allied problems
They tried 1o explain to the povernment the legal and

onstitutional obligations wihich require it to ensure
the safety and protection of their business withoat
makimng them suffer the results of a steation which
is not due to their
fandt, Sowrces far
theer said thar oo
| bile phone com-
| panies are already

{ rﬂl:'.‘:l.f erlul.ls
emplovment prob-
lems, as almost
all commpanies are
dmansizing  their
workfome becanse
af the decrease m
profit and s
ness. All the m
veslors are expressmy setvous concerae Uhat how the
‘tusiness will contimee i such an unfrvourable and
unfriendly errmonment whereal the expenses of the
companes are confmumg 1o soar agamst decreased
revemee from the usiness. Sources say the income or
revenue scale of the mobile phone compames gets ds
turbed for almost the entire year in case e services
remain shot down for just one day, Because the com
panses nan their business on very low margms mamly
‘because there s a Lack of comtrod over the dollar rate.
While tallang to Flair, reprezentatives of the onm
pany =ad the poeermment over the last year has been
iplementing such conditions for the letter of credit
which have made 18 impossible for them fo hadfl the
condihiozs laid down o the hosse E‘iml ]:rv the Pa
kistan Telecom Authority. 5o, m these conditions, 4t
will be very difficult to extend the services of modemn
Ii-Llﬂ'uJ:u-m: 1o the 'pt:t:g:lll! of Pakastan. He zad that at
present the letter of credit requests of the fowr majon
mohile phone companies are with the povernment or
the State Bank, bul no adeguate response has been
recesved. I'E:ur.-]'mr, the Lw.mlpd:m'r} are fm.:ug SEVETE
difficudties in prorniding semvices to remnte areas of the

FACEROORE COMFLARFMAGAFINEOQFFICIAL

country, They sawd of the sitwaton persisted, intermet
and other services may also be limited to other parts
of the country. In the presence of high inflation, the
unstabie dollar rate has added foel to the fire as such
imvestors are aviding putting any further money in
business in the country The representatives sumpest-
ed that stakeholders of all the moble phone compa-
mics oporating across the country and the government
should sit togesher to find a solution to this serious
problem 5o that necessary fachines ke telecommu
mication, and I'T reach the people. The letter written
by OIS peads, “Nendless to sav that the ongoing
and mdefinite suspension of Wineless Data services at
such a scale has created immense challenges for the
CMOS along with creating senous difficultics for the
masses across Pakistan as well as impactmg the digital
and Bnancial services that are the lifeline of an over-
whelming mumber of economis sectors as well as the
jpmlace.

Theredore, we stromgly wrge FTA {Authority) to
immediately allow us to restore our Licensed services,
e, MOGMS Wireless Thata services Nahomende. We
would also like to urpe the Authority to move the case
to the relevant quarter for payment of compensation
fior the losses moored to us donng these forced na
tioiwide outases, 45 per Law

We would snee again like to assure the Federal
Crvernment and ;'A.lﬂ}mr:il'g' that wee wall comtimes fo

cooperate with the Government where there is a gen-

Sources further said that
mobile phone companies are
already confronting serions
problems and almost all are
downsizing their workforee only
for the reazon of phenomenal
decrease in profits and business

wine need 10 suspend service temporanly. e spe
cific and on-site-to-site or location basis as provided
fior in the relevant Policy of the Federal Government,
instead of blanket Mationwide blockades/ suspension
of services.”

"We repressnting the Cellular Mobde Opemators
("CMOS™) are callectrvely writmg 1o you with refer
ence to [TA'S email dated %th May 223 and subse-
quent WhatsApp messapes on the caphoned schyect
aof cruciall impertance, carrying mstructions for sus
pension of mobile wireless boadband data services
across Fakisgan till further notice.

The CMDSI lﬂri.uﬂ Laver a'l'.riding corparales were
prompt o comply with the above-mentioned and
hitherto unprecedented directves reparding the na
tionwide
blpckade/
SUSPENSION
of data se
s o wices,
cerved from
the Authian
ty, Char com-
phiance with
Natianwude
Blocking,
desprte  the
Fact that the
instructhions
abome  were
bevond
~ the =eope
al limted blockng/ suspension cowered by the Pol
:|.|.y [Hrective dated 26 1.2.1[[9, PTA's 50F dared
15022010 and our respective cellular mobtle hoense
<J!ﬂiﬁ.1!i;1m were based on PTA mstructions and the
ermpancal situation. The Ad (Le the Pakistan Tele
commumication Re-organization Act, 1004) has clear.
Iy mot authomeed ether the Federal Gowernment or
PTA to suspend ownr NGMS/Celular Mobile services
Matwonwide and for an mdefinite perind without the
proclamation of Fmergeney under Asticle 237 of the
Constitutzon. Whereas blockmg/ suspension of ser-
wiress under sectiom B(3Nc) of the Palistan Telecom

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

mmmication {Re-org) Act, 1% read with the Policy of
the Federal Grovermnent as aleo treated in the Supremse
Court proceedings on the subject, is purely event spe-
cific and localized, and for desymated locations onby ™
It is worth mentoming here that the unavadabdity of
popular social media platforms, such as Facebook,
Twitter, and YouTube, on May 9 and after, cansed
signdficant disruptions, Not only did it mapact social

i

s o e nuﬁ um- et

interactions, but busimesses rebving on these platforms
[ﬂ" “LHT‘EF"|ILE dﬂd I.Tm:lmuzu..n:‘at.ﬂ:l'n aJm El:'rd. r\(:u‘.l.nn:l
erable sethacks. Furthermoere, interruptions in online
usmess educatvon hmdered the growth and Prosress
of aspiring entrepreneurs, impeding skill developmen
and eoonomic opportenities

Hsmuptions i sorial media platforms, onlme ser
vices, mansportation, hosprtality, reelanong, and the
IT sector have resulted in financial losses, user inoon-
veniences, and sethacks for entrepreneurs. Prompe
actiom by the povernment and telecom serace pro
vidhers is vital to restore stabdlity, ensuse unintermopted
services, and minimize the impact on the economy
and related seclors. Unbine trmanspuortation seraoes,
inchading nde-hailing platforms like Uber, and food
delreery services were not spared from the telecom
seclor's challenpes. Users encountersd diffeolties m
commurting, wihile
tusinesses i these
indusiries  expe
nenced  financial
losses. The smonth
i:pe::!iu:l ol these
services  heavily
relies on efficient
telecommumnica

tions  infrasmac
h, e, m?kHEI-.“ them

¥ e A : 5
E1:!I|I:|IT:’L:1‘? { vulerable 1o mter
nEphons The trou-
Hles of the telecom

serior lowever extended beyond these services. Twn
cifies likr Rawalpnds and Islamabad, which house
approzcamalely $0,000 pomts of sale for cnlioe trans
actions, faced signdficant challenges i comducting
husiness dunng the suspension period. Aroand |7, (00
hestels providing: ondme delpery semnces also suffered
dasruptions, affecting therr operations and potentzally
COTYPremisig customer satisfaction,

The blackowt has also sparked a e svaluation of
risk and futise prospects for seed funding among in
vestors. The connectity breakdown has impacted the
mrvestment landscape, leading 1o a cauhous appmoach
and & reassesanent of rrestment ﬂralcg'u.-s. Livestars
are rlossly montonng the sitnahon, ealatng the
a}'.ri."nily aof slariugs Eo sustain ther uprr.il'imn- and de
Liwer returns on westment m the face of conmectivity
challenges. This shaft in movestor sentiments may hawe
L::ln.g la;‘!ing l-miﬂ'u:;ahlms feor the slarfugy ecosysienn,
wiluencmg fuuding opportumties and the overall
prowwth trajectory of early-stape venhures,

The lozg term Fallowt af the Intermnet blackowt on
startups and seed EI.'III‘H:I.S_:;:: a].m‘:hhhsg concern for the
entrepreneunal ecosystem in Palastan. w
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[.6 bn mobile money
accounts worldwide
transacting $3.45bn

daily

5 Saviegn Pt

W s e il
—
.
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Commenting on the report, Max Cuvellier, Head of Mobile
for Development, GSMA said: “It is promising o see the
continued growth of mobile money worldwide. Mobile money
has afforded millions of unbanked and underserved people in
low- and middle-income countries access to digital financial

serviees, for the [rst me.”

he mew GSMA's State of the Industry

Report on Mobile Money 2023 released

recently and copied to Ghana Business

Mews, shows that across the world mo-
bile money services are growing fast,

It took the industry 17 years to reach the first
300 million customers but took ealy five years to
reach the next 30 million, and of that, 400 mal-
Lom accounts were added over the course af the
pandemic. Today there are 1.6 billion registered
maobile money accounts, notes Mats Granryd, the
Director Greneral of the GSMA and a Member of
the Board.

Commenting on the report, Max Covellier,
Head of Mobile for Development, G5MA said:
“It is promizing to see the continmed growth of
mobile money worldwide. Mobile money has
afforded millinms of unbanked and woaderserved
people in low- and middle-income countries ac-
cess to digital financial serwices, for the first time,”

The report, which iz published annually by
the GSMA and fuaded by the Bill and Melinda
Crates Foundation, shows that rates of adopticn
are cven guicker than expected, with the number
of registered mobile money accounts growing by
13 percent year on year, from 1.4 billion in 2021
te 16 billion in 20232,

According to the report, in 2022, daily transac-

FACERCOE COMFLAREMAGAFINECQFFICIAL

tions wis mobile money reached $3.45 billion, ex-
ceeding the §3 billion amount predicted in 2021
The total tramsaction value for mobile money
grew by 221 per ceat betwreen 2021 and 2022, from
$1 trillion to arcund §1.26 trillion

FLARE REPORT

INSIGHT |

transactions still ameng the most popular nse cas-
es. Bill paymenits using mobile money grew by 36
percent Year-on-year — faster than any other nse
case — and the industry contimaes to focus on wse
case diversification, playing an important role in
digitising economics, it added.

Mobile moncy and international remittances

The report further notes that, during 2022,
mokile money-enabled internaticnal remintances
grew by 28 per cent year on vear — to 322 billion.

"During the pandemic, many diasporas sent
more funds wia mobile money to fricnds and fam-
ily than ever before. As a result, international
remittances grew significantly in both 2000 and
2021, as many senders favoured maobile money for
its efficiency, speed, safety and cost-cffectivencss.
The trend continned in 2022, albeit at a slower
rate,” it said.

Mobile moncy and gender dynamics

The report indicates that mobile money is con-
timuing to drive financial inchusion for the world's
uabanked, particularly among women in rural
communities, where access to mobile money can
play a transformational and empowering role.

Howewer, the report points out that there is
still & mobile money gender gap that has shown
signs of widening over the last year, particularly
in India, Indonesia and Pakistan

MAccording to the report, as mokile phone own-
crship remains one of the main drivers of the mo-
bile money gender gap, there are also a opumber
of ather barmers and cultural norms helding back
women from adepting mobile money. As a result,
women in low- and middle-income countries are
currently 28 per cent less likely than men to own a
mobile money account.

A growing nomber of agents

The repart found that the numbsar of mobile
money agents also increased significantly last
vear, with a 41 percent increase between 2021 and
2022, The overall miumber of agents went from 12
million in 2021 to 17.4 million in 2022, The num-
ber of actsve agents increased by 15 per cemt to 7.1
million in 2022,

UA lot of this grewth came from Wigeria,
where a more liberal regulatory regime meant an
mncrease i mobile money providers. Agents con-
timued to prove to be an imvaluable part of mobile
money services and were responsible for two-
thirds of all cash-in transactions n 2022 it said.

Drespite the remarkable growth, Cuvellier add-
ed; “However, even with this significant growth,
thers is still a long way ta go to bring those ser-
vices to over a billion people worldwide who re-
main unbanked

The GSMIA is therefore encouraging govern-
ments worldwide to keep developing the enabling
policies that can support mobile money deploy-
ments and farther boost the grnw!i‘l of this crucial
ecosystem. Doing so helps accelerate the digiti-
zation of pational economies and build financial
resilience, allowing commumnities to support them-
sclves in uacertain times,"”

Mobile money 15 also

Despite the napree-
edented growth, the au-
thors of the report ac-
knowledge that in many
areas  worldwide, more
work is still needed to help
give nnderserved commn-
nities access to safe, secure
and affordable financial
SETVICES,

“With 1.4 killion peo-
ple worldwide remaining
nabanked, the GSMA
Mobile Money TPro-
gramme iz working with

Despite the unprecedented
growlth, the authors of the
report acknowledge that in

many areas worldwide, more

underserved communities
aceess o sale, secure and

aflfordable inancial servicees

continiting fo dowe A
nancial inclusion for the
world's unbanked, partic-
ularly among women in
rural commuenitics where
access o mobile moncy
can play a transformation-

work is still needed o help give al and empowering role.

Howewer, according
to the latest GSMA data,
there is still a mokile mon-
ey gender gap that has
shown signs of widening
aver the last year - partic-

mobile operators and in-

dustry stakeholders worldwide to create a robust
mchile money ecosystem, increasing the relevan-
cy and utility of these services and ensuring their
sustainability,” the report said. The 2023 report
also shows that there are now 315 lLive maobile
meoney deployments across the globe, with peer-
to-peer (P2P) transfers and cash-in/cash-out

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

“nlarly in India, Indonesia
and Pakistan Mobile phone ownership is ane of
the main drevers of the mobile money gender gap;
however, a pumber of other bamriers and cultural
norms also prevent women from adopting mobile
money. Asa result, women in low- and middle-in-
come conntries are currently 28% leass likely than
men o owin 2 mobile money account. w
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(hinese online courts

revolutionise corporate

Dispute

resolution through arbitration, mediation
effective and timely measures has been a cherished dream for
communities globallv.In the new age, the need for confidential
and quick resolution of dizputes based on justice and equality

\ justice system

ani cost-

between commercial entities through cost-effective measures i=

a major challenge

hina's infermet courts arc revolutonizing
omlime dispute reschetion mechanisms, set-
ting a good example to follow by others of
the world communsty.

Drispute resolution through arbitration, medi-
atiem and cost-effective and timely measires has
been a cherished dream for communities globally.
In the new age, the need for confidential and quack
reznfiafinn of dispuites hased an justice and aqualiry
between commercial eatities through cost-effective
measires & a major challenge

Areording to Confusites, justice is the “real e=
sence” of a progressive society and sustainable social
dewelopment. Whereas, the real philosophy of social-
s allsn spealkes highly about justice and the Chinese
maode] of the Internet Conart is & true reflection of #.
Agamst this backdrop, China's onlme internet courls
are domg wonders and thonsands of ligants are be-
ing provided immediate, transparent and cost-effec-
I:\m]uﬂi:r writhoaat :pﬂ:ld::lg any money.

Dririmg the Covid-19 pandemic, Chinese authon-
tees focused on onbine dispute resolution through n-
Eermet conirls Tn;:]i.lﬂi_.', these courts were estahliched
m Bejfing, Guangzhou and Hangrhou mternet
corts do not require citizens to appear physically o
cotirt as the 'smart court’ allows particpants to reg-
pster their cases online and resolve their matters wia a
digital court hearing.

The Chinese mternet courts handle a vanety of
disputes, which include miellectual property, e-com-
merce, financial disputes related to online conduct,
[oans acquited or performed online, patent registra-

FACERCOR COMFLAREMAGAFINECQFFICIAL

tion, domain name wssees, intellectual property and
covil nghts cases mvolving the mternet, product Ha-
bility arnsing from online purchases and certain ad-
muinistrative disputes.

Against this backdrop, China's
online internet courts are doing
wonders and thousands of
litigants are being provided
immediate, transparent and
cost-effective
Justice without spending any
Money

miernetcourts of Chma hawe legal and adoum-
istralive prolection in terms of carrying the cases
giving verdicts and enforcement of decisions and
lawrs of the Land smpowenng these courts to take aff
possible appropriate meastres to protect the sanceiry
of the law which clearly upholds that Chinese are
lawr-loring people and alerays respect different views

The Beging Internet Cowrt deals in 11 different
types of cases. [t was estahlished in September 2018
Till norar muore than 400,000 cases have been recernved
mdmmﬂ:&nﬂbpcr:mlh.ﬂ'tmﬂbcmrmﬂml
which hasthe highest percentage of nadicial efficien-
cv i the world, There are speciabized judges work-

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEPK |
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ing 24/ to resolve disputes betwreen toro parties. On
averages every fudge has TOO0 cases which are indeed
commendable [t usually takes B6 days to reach s
conclusion. With special reference to maintaining
complete elements of impartiality and accwracy, all
the decisions. are being judged throngh different in-
povative means, making the Internet Coust an apex
status in the judicial system of China,

Mo afficial of Bejjing Internet Conrt tald Gwadar
Pro that irnpartiality and jstice are core characteris-
tics of the online lingation process

“Bejing Internet Court is for protection of hu-
man rights under its zero-distance policy. We provide
[ree streaming of court hearmgs which is a revolu-
tionary online justice system. This is a blockehain
evidence platform which is using 5G and big data
technology. The parties have the night to appeal in
financial cowrt or mtermediary court and 90.90 per-
cent cascs are heard online while 0.01 percent cases
are offline hearings of cases,” the official said,

"The average time of the whole process is 86
days while most of the cases are of civil nature, But
if the matter gets criminal in nature, it is referred o
other courts and ence decided, the civil case hearing
MmAy Tesume Agaim in the intermet court,” the official
asserted. The offical said that most people tem o
the internet conrt on weekends and the court follows
the principle of cstablishing rules through judges

" Interestingly, sven foreign companses also have
the right to approach the Chinese Internet Cowrt o
seek ustice, Amazon, Apple and many other mmalh-
national compantes have filed cnline petitions in this
regard which clearly shows their utmost confidence
in the judicial oystem of China,” the official added,

Moreover, he added, it has revohitionized the
concept of Legal Artificial Intelligence managenent
swstem in the country which s providing the cheap-
#=l zouree of mstice m the conntry by removing all
barriers of physecal, phiysiological, philesephical and
grographical basmiers of the plaintiff whech is indeed
commendahle

"Beping, Hangzhou and Hangrhou courts have
regional cases to deal with, All three courts are revo-
lationary m nature, Dhining the pandemic, all courts
provided online services. During the pandemic,
the ratio of online cases rose to 44 percent which

— 4T

brought about & revolution in China's litigation his-
tory,"” the official said. With the formaton and ach-
vation of the internet courts mechanism, the entire
process from filing to adjudication i one line which
brngs greal comvenience to both the defendant and

"Norw the latest technologies of Artificial Intelli-
gence and blockchains are being applied m these in-
ternet cotirts n Chma which has defmitely increased
the overall efficiency of the Chiness Jodiciary,” the
cfficial added.

“The Betjing Internet Court is tofally open, trans-
parent and accountable and all ds hearngs can be
walched and heard live streammg. [t has already
further enhanced judicial process efficiency and safe-
guarded the basic nghts of common people alike,"
he said Asked if and how the world could benefit
from the Chinete model of internet courts, the of-
firial sasd that the online podicial sarvices may be
expanded worldende (o help provide justice o come-
plamants at their doorstep.

"This advanced service can help the develoging
counines meet the challenpes of the new er,” the
officdial added =
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ational Database and Registration Aw-
thority (NADRA) has launched its lo-
cally developed automated Bngerprint
identification svstem (AFIS) with a
remarkable 905 percent accuracy rate. The system
called “Wadis™ (the Usdu werd for tnigue) has been
developed by the software engineers of the National
Database and Registration Aunthority (NADRA)

“Based an Fingerprint Verification Competition
{FVC), an internationally acclaimed benchmarking
conducted in Italy, NADIR has achieved an impres-
sive accuracy rafe exceeding 995 percent," NAD-
RA Chairman Tarig Malik said in a statement.

The automated system is set to transform how
bismetrie identification iz wied i varous cvil ap-
plications, from immigration to border control
e-governance and social services. With its adwanced
technalogy, MADBEA can now accurately and
«quicklly store fingerprints and identify individuals
for a wide range of purpeses as a public good, The
launch of the system bas solidified MADRA's posi-
ticm as a global leader in advanced identity manage-
ment solutions, the statement said

With this development, “Pakistan has now
joined the few countries that have developed their
indigenous AFTS technology” and is now set to affer
its presdnet in the international market to help conn-
tries improve identification processes.

Acrording to officals of the Aothonty, the
global market for biometric identification technol-
ogy is mostly domenated by providers from devel-
oped conntries like the 175, the TTK, Russia, Japan,
France, Germany, and others.

In March, NADEA launched a new data pro-
fection service, called 'Tazatdap Ki', which en-
sures the protection and privacy of citizens' data.
Falistan's first data protection service gives people
mare control over their dats and restricls anauthas-
Tised aocess to service providers, including hanks, by
sending a 6-diget passcode to the phones of cizens
when there 15 a regiiest for a lransachion or personal
information.

With Nadir's development, Palostan has joined
the club of those nations which has developed s
indigenons AFIS technology and is now set to offer
its prosduct in the mternational market to help coun-
iries to mmprove ol identification, border controf,
and e-governance.

In another stgnificant development, the Mation-
al Database and Registration Authonty (WADERA)
had taken a positive step towards increased inche-
savity by launching a dedicated helpline for Persons
-with Disabilities (FWDs).

One of the most significant features of this help-
line is the priomty call handling system. This system
wll p\nurir.:iz: calls from m:, :usu:":'ug that I'.1:|=)’
recemve prompt and cfficient assistance, This is an
essential aspect of the service, as FWTs often face
a host of r]aaﬂmga mll:u!u.'d.ul'? Liaes mdlequin!
imumediate assistance in critical situations,

Chairman NADRA Tarng Malik while launch-
g the helpline underscored that equality 15 pubhc
recogmition and every mstifubion mmst effectively
express that an equal degree of attention is doe to
everyone in society. He farther said every ctizem
has the right to access essential services and FWDs
require special attention and support from state n-
stitutions. They should not be seen as different, and
their urigue abilities and contribuations add vibrancy
0 our socisty.

Tarig Malik eaid that this inctiatres ix a reflect:on
af NADEA's commitment [o creating a more meht-

FACERCOR COMFLAREMAGAFZIMECFFICIAL

NADRA develops
landmark fingerprint

identification system

/d

NADIR AFIS
.

According to officials of the Authority, the global market for
biometric identification technology is mostly dominated by
providers from developed countries like the US, the UK, Russia,
lapan, France, Germany, and others

stve and accessible society. This step, in a senies of
atffirmative actions, will enable a more equotabie and
just sosciety For all.

Charman MADRA Tarng Malk said consent
management is a digital mechanism m line writh s
vidiem [0 profect cifitens’ privacy and stremgthen

data s=curity

The system called “Nadir” (the
L rdu word for unique) has been
dlevel r}'r('*[| i'r.\' the software
engineers of the National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA)

The newly launched dedicated helpline includes
an appomtment facility through NADEA's Com-
puterized Call Management System [NCCME),
allowmg FWDs o schedule appointments for TD
cards and dociument processing.

Matiomal Database and Registration Authaority
MADEREA)s Tazathap Fi' service has made oni-
zens in charge of their personal data. This service
will enable citizens to give their consent before wer-
thcation of the CNII.".‘, m:u_".ir.g that their sensitive
data is protected at all times.

The pin sumber will be presented for authenti-
cation and will be deemed as the dlizen's consent 1o
get his Sher ID oumber verification from NADRA

Moreover, the belpline will also provide an Inter-
active Voure Recording (TWVR) message in both Tlrdi
and English languages. This feature will help ensure
that the serwice i accessible to a wide range of indi-
vidnals, regardless of ther language preferences or

| TYWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK

abilities. The TVR system will gu:de callers throngh
a series of options, allowing them 1o select the ser-
vice they requune, simplifying the entire process and
malcng it more wser-friendhy

It is pertment o mention that NADBEA has
taken wariotis mittatives for FWDs including free-
ofeost asuance of CMIC for the frst tme and
with a “lifetime” expiry. MADRA issues CNICs 1o
FWDs in the executive category, printing a disabili-
ty logo on cards and Child Registration Certthcates
(CRLCs). NADRA has isstied free-of.cost CNTCs 1o
more than 355,000 PWDs, melading 395,000 phiys-
ically challenged, 37,000 hearmg impamed, 24,000

vi:ua]}y :n:'paimcd. and more than ]III,I:II:N:I :m:rsl‘z]]y
challenged persoms. The PWDs are also given pref-
erential reatment and dedicated counters have been
established for them at NADREA centres across Pa-
kistan,

Besides, wheelchairs and ramps have been pro-
wided at MRCs for them, while the facility of pro-
cessing their requests af their doorsteps throngh
man-packs and mobile segistration vans (MEVs) is
also available. =
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Meta reports
hackers assault on
Pakistan, Indian
military websites

[tizimportant forindividuals organizations, andthe government

to be wary ol the risks and take steps o mitigate them by means

such as inereasing media literacy and investing in technology

to deteet and combat disinformation campaigns

t 15 a routine matter that India always blames
Pakistan for had:i:ng. It also mmwalves Meta re-
leasing the report about uncovenng hacking
groups . Pakistan that target mibtary men.

Noi the first time Indian hackess attacked many
official websites. Indian hackers gained unautho-
rsed access to the Pakistam system mstalled
the ministry and were able o extract a dgnificant
amount of data recently.

To save s skon, Tndia hiamed Pakistani hackers
for attacking its sensitive data. About 130 accounts
on Facebook and Instagram were linked to & hack-
ing group i Palistan that predomimantly targeted
people in India and Pakeistan, mcluding military per-
sonnel in India and the Pakistan Air Foree,

A Meta report has revealed that an online hack-
ing group in Pakistan has targeted people, including
military personnel, m India and Pakistan through
fake social media accounts, durmg the frst quarter
of the current year.

According to the details, Meta, the parent com-
pany af Facebook, recently released its “Adversarial
Threat Heport, Firat Juarter 2023" where it gave
a detatled acoount of the action taken against the
hacking groups.

In the report, it was revealed that theee sepa-
rate cyber sspionages operations in South Asia wers
Imked 1o 2 group of hackers. The report highlighted
fakr apps and websites deliwering malwrare at Face-

FACERBOOK COMMFLAREMAGATIMNEDQFFICIAL

book and [nstagram social media platforms, imve-
ked in espionage as well as committimg fnancial
crimes across the wosld.

“We took action against about 120 accounts on
Facebook and Instagram [mnleed to a hacking group
n Pakistan that predominantly targeted people m
India and Pakistan, including military personnel in
India and among the Pakistan Air Force,” the Meta
repart said about the non-state actors in Paldstan
On the other band, Bahamut APT targeted people
m Falastan, and India, including the Kashmir re-
gion, includimg military personnel, government em-
plovees, activists, and others, The action was taken
against 110 accounts on Facebook and Instagram
knked to Bahasmat

The Meta investigation revealed Bahamut AFT
as a persistent threat actor that ran campaigns
across the internet, including Link-shortening ser-
vices, compromised or attacker-controlled websites,
official and spoofed app stores, and third-party
haosting prowiders.

Meanwhile, Patchwork AFT targeted people in
Palcstan, India, Bangladesh, 50 Lanka, the Tibet
region, and China incloding military personnel,
activists, and minorty groups. Meta took action
against 50 accounts om Facehook and Instagram
linked to it.

Weaponising social media can have serious con-
sequences, both in terms of ndividoal well-hemg

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |
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and the health of democratic societies. It can lead
to the spread of misinformation, the polanzation
of public opimon, and the erosion of trisst in msr-
taticns and democratic processes.

It is important for individuals, crganizations,
and governments to be aware of the risks and take
steps to mitigate them, by means such as increasing
mirdia literacy and inwesting in technology to detect
and combat disenfermation campaigns.

Pakistan has experienced a number of secunity
threats related to the weaponization of social me-
dia. State and non-state actars have used social me-
dia to spread misinformation and propaganda, to
mcite violence, and to target indrviduals and growps
whn oppose their idealogies or interedts

On the other hand, the Enssian ‘Sandeorm’
backing gromp has been linked to an attack on
Ukrainisn state networks where WinFar was used
to destroy data on government devices.

In a new advisory, the Ukrainian Grovernment
Computer Emergency FResponse Team (CERT-UA)
says the Fuossian hackers nsed compromised VPN
accounts that weren't protected with multi-fac-
tor authenfication to access critical systems in
Ukrainian state networks. Once they grined access
ta the metwark, they employed sonpts that wiped
files om Windows and Linmux machines waing the
WinRar archiving program

A Meta report has revealed
that an online hacking group in
Pakistan has targeted people,
including military personnel, in
[ndia and Pakistan throogh Fake
social media accouns, during
the first quarter of the

current vear

On Windows, the BAT scrpt used by Sand-
worm is 'HoarBat ' which searches diskes and spe-
afic directories for file types such as doc, docx, tf,
ixt, xls, zlsx, ppt, pptx, vsd, vsdx, pdf, pog, Jpeg.
iPE, Tip, ran, 7z, mpd, sql, php, vhi, wib, wrb, pls,
sys, dil, exe, bin, and dat, and archives them using
the WinRar program

Howewer, when WinBaris executed, the threat
actors use the "-df" command-line ophon, which
autommatically del=tes Bles as they ate archoved. The
archives themselves were then deleted, effectrwve-
tyr delsting the data on the device CERT-TA savs
BaoarBAT is ran l]::l:mgh a schediled task created
and centrally distributed to devices on the Windows
domain usmg group policies.

Om Linux systems, the threat actors tsed a Bash
script imstead, which employed the "dd" utilsty to
meeramite target file types with zeto bytes, eTasing
their contents. Dhie to this data seplacement, recov
cry For files " emptied” using the dd tool &5 wolikely,
1if not entitely Tmpossihle

fs both the ‘dd' command and WmBRar are
legitimate progeams, the threat actors likely used
them to bypass defection by security software.

CERT-TUA says the incident s similar to another
destructive attack that hit the Ulkrainian state news
agency "THotnform™ in .'Tammry 202 3| also artribast-
ed 1o Sandworm. “The method of implementation
of the malicious plan, the [P addresses of the ac-
cess subjects, as well as the fact of usng a modi-
fed version of RoarBal testify to the similarity whith
the cyberattack on Lrinform, information about
which was published in the Telegram channel " Cy-
berArmyafRussia_Reborn™ on Japuary 17, 2023
reads the CERT.IUTA adwisory.

CERT-UA recommends that all otical organ:-
ratinns in the country reduce their attack surface,
patch flaws, disable unnesdsd services, limit access
to managemen! mterfaces, and monitor ther net-
work traffic and logs.

As alerays, VFN accounts that allow arcess
to corporale networks should be protected with
multi-factor anthentication. =
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vivo returns to the Boao Forum
[or Asia as strategic partner and
shares views on “High-Quality

Development”

This year, vivo was onee again selected as a strategice partner for the event as a key representative

ol China’s technology innovation enterprizes. The vivo X Fold2 was also chosen as the official
mobile phone of the Forum, marking the deepening of cooperation between vivo and the BEA

rom Miarch 28 to 31, representatives

from political, business, and academic

circles from variows countries attended

the Boao Foarum for Asia (BFA) Annu-
al Conference 2013 in Boao, Hainan, to discuss
glabal development and promote international
solidarity and cooperation.

This year, vive was once again selected as a
strategic partner for the event as a key representa-
tive of China’s technology innovation enterprises.
The wivo X Fold? was also chosen as the official
mobile phone of the Forum, marking the deep-
ening of cooperation between vivo and the BFA.
Hu Baishan, Executive Vice President & COO at
vive, was invited to the opening ceremony and
Lu Jimghui, Chief Security Officer at vivo, shared
wivo's journey and achievements in business op-
ematicns and technological innowation at the
sub-formm on "Strengthening Data Secunty™ on
March 31.

Advocating for differentiated mmovation
in the mobile phone industry, vivo preseats its
“high-quality development™ jonrmey

Hiut Baishan, Executive Vice President & OO0
at vive, shared his views on “high-quality dewvel-
opment” dering Boao, He said that high-quality
:I.:r:]n:rp'rnnﬂ TS ALLS 'n]:’.‘m]d.'mg a l;lng-h:ru: de-
wvelopment strategy — this requires enterprises to
focus on user nesds, adopt differentiated product
ﬂralexig; and define new markets. Hu stummed
up vivo's logic of differentiation into three points:
differentiate in the scenanos that users need st
most; pay aftention to building capabilities and
continnously improve vivo's strengths in the long-
term strategic tracks of design, imaging, sysiem
and performance; and establisk world-leading

FACEROQOKE COMFLAREMAGAFINECFFICIAL

capabilities after differentiation, with core com-
petencies as the econoemic moat of the company.
After nearly three decades of hard work, vive's
technological innovation has officially entered a
new phase,

Taking its differentiation strategy as the stari-
ing point, vive focnses on its four long-term stra-
tegic tracks of design, imaging, system and per-
formance. As a fmﬂard.-]ouk‘.inﬂ: company, viva
fally imwests in the rescarch and development of
core technology in the smartphone industry and
ur_‘ti".‘:l}! embraces the nppl:u"l‘linil"_,l' af 'Ecn‘j:n.ﬂ[na-
ical change. In 2022, wivo continued to be the
best-selling smartphone in China with a market
share of 19.2%, according to Counterpoint He-
search. Its high-end market performance is also
improving. The wive X80 series, X920 series have
all been secognized by high-end consamers. 2022
marked the year that wive's coanfidence in the
high-end market was fully gained which provides
the confidence and impems for high-quality de-
velopment in the future.

Duning the forum, He met with L: Bacdong,
Secretary (menceral of the BEA, and presented the
official mobile phone of the event, the vive X
Fold?. Hu outlined his vision for a deepened stra-
tegic cooperation with the Forum and expressed
vivo's eagerness to continne to support, serve, and
stay engaged in the Forum, so as to showcase the
innovation, leadership and influence of Chinese
technslogy company on such a global platform.

Adhering to nzer-orieatation, vive demon-
strmtes its data secmrity achicvements om the
world stage

In the era of comprehensive digital transfor-
mation, digital economy and data security have
gained greater importance. Lu Jinghni, Chief
Semurity Officer at wivo, was invited to share his
insights on data secunty and technological inno-
vation :I:r:ng‘lb:_ whichare mrr:nll‘y of most con-
cern to the high-end consumers at the sub-forum
on the theme of "Strengthening Data Secunty”
on March 31. r}uri:ng the event, he introduced
viva's protection and governance of data secori-
ty and its technical achievements in the develop-
ment of digital economy, and showcase how vive
actively promotes the construction of data secari-
tv ecology for the mobile phone industry,

With its adherence ta long-term development

| TWITTER COMFLAREMAGATINEFK |

strategy, wivo has made significant brealothroughs
in information security. Last year, vivo woveiled
the Thousand Mirror trust engine as the frst in
the industry to leverage based Thousand Mirror
security architecture. This engine is able to con-
duct a comprehensive analysis and computation
om all levels and provides secusity tools for devel-

opers such as “Privacy and Compliance Testing
Platform", “Application Security Testing Flat-
form”, and "Code Security Scanming Plug-im™
wivo also actively participates in the compilation
of national, industrial, and groop standards in in-
formation secunty.

During last wear's BFA, wivo released the
“White Paper on Data Protection Compliance
Trends®jointly compiled by the China Academy
of Information and Communications Technolo-
BV, aiming to help the mobile phone industry ful-
r understand global data compliance trends and
improwe the data security governance This years,
imitiated by wivo, two international secunty stan-
dards "Srnnrﬁv featires bo ass=ss mobile Ferminal
security” and ®Security guidelines for mobile ter-
minal integrity protection” were approved at the
ITT.T 531 7 conference held by the International
Telecommunication Union. vive's research and
practice in the fizld of information security have
been recognized by world anthonties. As of now,
the gquantity of national, industrial and group
standards in personal information pretection and
data secunty led and participated in by wivo has
exceeded 140,

Constant inwestment in the long-term strategic
tracks is essential 1o achieving high-end break.
threughs. Focusing on innovation in fondamen-
tal technelogies, vivo actively builds its compet:-
trveness and promotes its steady development of
technology through “jeint innovation™ and “in-
dependent innovation”, providing strong support
for ats !rl:‘.:fn:hru:nli-nn, u]:md.i:ug and h:ig]\-:n:l
breakthroughs

Crn this basis, vivo's latest flagship smartphons
wrvn X Fold? and tablet PC woro Fad? will alzo be
launched shortly after the BFA in the Chinese do-
mestic market. While bringing surprises to users
and the market, these prodicts wnll also embody
vivo's decp understanding of high-quality dewvel-
opment in the new era and illuminate a bright fo-
tare with technology. =
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adi Arabia i3 altering the process through

which it provides citizenship to foreign na-

poweer to confer citizenship to forsign nation-
als undes new regulations, which are scheduled to be-
come Lawr after they are published in the Kingdom's
Offacial Gazette, In addition to being published i the
U Al Qura gazette, the decision was publicized on
the afficial Mecca Province Twitter accoent.

On the adwice of the Kingdom's Ministry of In-
terior, Crowm Prince Mohammad bin Sabman bin
Abdulaziz the Prime Minister of the Kingdom,_ will
have the suthority to sward citizenship to eligible
people. Article Eight of the Kingdom's Nationality
Law has been changed to reflect the change.

It has come about as the Kingdom has introdiced
significant modifications to who is qualified to be-
come a citizen. King Salman bin Abdul Aziz isened
a royal decree carficr this year that establishes who is
ehigble to apply for ctizenship in the K5A,

The children of Saudi women who wed foreign-
ers are now eligible to seck citizenship once they be-
come 18 under the new regulations. The decree was
added 1o article No. B of the nafion's citizembip con-
stuton.

Sandi citizenship requirements:

Sandi citizenship is granted on different groonnds
fior different individuals.

In any case, at the time of submitting the applica-
tiem, the applicant:

* must bve reached the age of majority:

¥ st hawe acquired the status of ordinary per-
marert resident in the Kmgdom of Sandi Arabis i
accordance with the provisions of its special system
for a pertod of not less than 5 consecutrve years (10
consecutive years ini the case of expats and profes-
siomals, bt more on that below).

¥ ghonld be able to proee iz sarnmpge through lae
gitErnate means,

* should be of sound mind and good conduct

¥ miist not have been sentenced lo imprnsonment
for a mogal crime for a penod exceeding six months.

By burth:

Sand citizenship s granied to children born 1o
Saudi fathers, regardless of whether they are born -
sde or outside the Kingdom

According to the latest amendment, children of
Sandi mothers are also clighhle for Sandi citizenship
at the age of 18, provided that:

¥ they have permanent residence status m the
Kingdom when be comes of legal age

¥ are fhaent in the Arabic langnage

* have poosd conduct and soumd character

* hawe no umimal convictions of imprisonment
for a period exceeding six months for any mdecent
act.

Forsign wives

Fmei.pﬂnm.ﬂ:‘ﬂhﬂmmuﬁudmgmd&wumm
if the following conditions are satksfied:

* evidemce of a legal marnital relationship,

¥ anmouncing that she has abandoned her original
pationality before a public notary

¥ the marmiage wust be in accordance with the
msfrictions regulating the marnage of a Saudi to a
foreigner.

* submst a statemnent that the applicant does nat
have any previowms criminal comActions or moral oft
fenuce,

* po potes or resinictions ame Ieg;lﬂm'rd.w:'lh the
relevant anthorities,

* the applicant must be residing in the Kingdoms,

¥ the marmage mmst last for at least fve years and

* if four years have passed since the marmage and
she has not grven birth, one or more of the followmg
cases sl be met:

* if ome of her brothers or sisters holds Saudi cit-
izenship.

* if she was born m the Kingdom to foreign par-
enis.

* 5f the hushand is one of her relatives.

*if the hushand is a professional, such as a doctor
O EngineseT.

¥ if the ape difference hetareen her and her hms-
band does mot exceed five years.

FACEROOK COMFLAREMAGAZIMECQFFICIAL

Saudi govt amends
constitution to give
citizenship to foreigners

maodifications 0 who is qualified to become a eitizen. King
=alman bin Abdul Aziz issued a royal decree earlier this vear that
establizhes who is eligible o apply [or citizenship in the KSA.

* the period that has passed since marnage is suf-
ficient if one of the ollowing cases 1s met:

* if the applicant’s father was a Sandi by natural-
ization and she did not obtain citizenship from him

* if the applicant gives birth to more than one
child,

* of the applicant gave barth fo one som and the
mather it a Sanedi wroman.

* if the applicant grves birth to one son and has
maore than one bmother or sister who holds Saads ot-

* i the applicant is born m the Kingdom to a San-
di mother and mests the conditions of Article & of
the syztern

The children of =Saudi women, who
wedl foreigners, are now eligible o
seek cilizenship onee they become
I8 under the new regulations. The
decres was added w article No, 8
ol the nation’s citizenship
Con=Hiuton

Foreign wadows:

Saudi exvizenabip ix granted o foreign weidows of
Sandi natiomals if the followmp condibions are satis-
foed.

* ewidence that she s legally widewed by her San-
di brushand.

* the applicant miist annotmece that she has aban-
daned her origmal nationality before a judge or a
[nshli'r noiary.

‘d:gap]:hm! msl nol mn"_t."a.ﬂ.erl::rlnﬂ-
band's death

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

* the applicant maest resade in the Kmgdom,

¥ the applicant mast snbmit a statement that she
has mot been previously comvicted of a criminal or
moral offence.

¥ no notes ar restrictions registered with the com-
petent anthorities.

" the zpph’ngn: mmst have one or more chaldren
who hxve reached the age of maturity or are close to
it, from. her deceased Saudi hushand or from a previ-
ous hushand.

Fo d?llsmldpjurusi-un.lh:

Expats and professionals living and working in
the Kingdam of Sandi Asabia necd to satisfy the fol-
lawing comdificns. o become eigihle far Sandi St
zenship,

¥ the profession of the apphicant is proven throwgh
schentific qualifications and is based on the country's
nesds, The total points should not exceed 13 points,
and only one qualibcation s accepted:

* Doctorate degree m medicne or engineering al-
lotting thirteen posnts

* Dwoctomte degree m other soences allofting ten
podnts,

* Master's degres allotting sight points,

* Bachelos's degres alloftmg frve points.

* family ties, ensuring that the applicant has San.
di relatives, The total points should not exceed ten
pomis, distnibuted as follows:

= if the father ic Saudi he is allotted three points.

¥ if the mother and her father are Sandi, three
pomis are allotted; however, if only the mother is
Saudi and her father is not, two points ase allotted.

* if the wafe and her father are Saudi, three pomis
are allotted; howeser, if the wife is Sand: and her fa-
ther is not, one pomt is allotted

¥ if the applicant has more than teo Sandi cha-
if there are no mone than two, one pomt is allotted. »
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CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL

MOTHERS DAY

This Day is not just an event, ¥

rather it is a golden opportunity

to thank our Moms for their love

to us and the troubles they have
suffered for us,
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oweritcoame country debt payments o

2023 will hit the highest level since 1998,

according to Egures released by Debt Jus-

tice, External debt payments for 91 coun-
tries will average at least 16.3% of government reve-
fme in 2023, dising to 16.7% in 2024, an incresse of
over 150% since 2011,

Higher debt payvments are linked to falling pub-
lie spending. The last time payments were so high
worrld leaders created a debt relief scheme for the
most mdebted lower-moome countries, which led to
E0%e-B0fs of their debs being cancelled.

Heidi Chow, Executive Dhrector of Debt Jus-
tice said: "Debt pryments are reaching crisis levels
in many counntries, hindering the ability of gevern-
ments to provide public services, fight the climate
crists and respond to economic turmoil, There's no
timne to waste, we urgently aeed fast and compreben-
sive debt relief schemes across all external creditors,
including legislation i the UK and New York to
makr private lenders take part in debt cancellation.™

Mae Brenaventura of the Debt Justice Program
of the Asian People's Movement on Diebt and De-
wvelopment (APMDD) said: “Debt payments draim
Seuthern countries of much-needed development
nancing to protect its cdizens from the ever-waors-
ening econcmic and climate crises. Recent develop-
ments in Pakistan and 5r Lanka demonstrate how
current intemational debt mechanisms are spectaci.
larky failling to provide deep, wide, equitable and per-
manent debt reduction to prevent the deteriomation
of fvving condstions by people of the South. Withouat
debt cancellation, Southern debts will continne to
rise and along with &, the continued harmorrhage of
development finance.” The fgures are for 81 coum-
tries classified as low or lower middle income by the
Woald Bank, or as a Small Tsiand Deweloping State
by the TTN, erhere data 1= mvailable. Commines with
scheduled extermal debt payments of over 309 of
Eovernment reverme between 2022-2024 mclude Sn
Lanka, Lans, Pakestan, Zambia and Domimica.

According to the Wodld Bank, for the countries
covered in the anabysis, of their external debt pay-
ments m 2123 and 2024:

44% are te private lenders {not including Chinese
private lenders)

3014 are to mubiilateral institutions

12% are to Chinese public and private lenders

128 are to other governments

The Rgures on external debt payments as a per-
centage of government revemue are for 91 countries
classified as low or lower middle income by the
World Bank, or as a2 Small Taland Developing State
by the UN, where data is available, The figuses are
external gowernment debt payments (which inchides
bath ]_:mmnpal and :m.‘l::rzﬂ‘:l as a percenlage af B
emment revernme. The averages is a mean unweighted
average — i.e all countries are counted the same, so
the F_g‘un:: are ool I.I..ud.l:.l'_|.= infhienced Ir!rla':gr_r coiime=
tmies, The figures do aot nchude domestic debt pay-
ments, which m some countries are a large propor-
tom af overall payments.

The figures for external government debt pay-
ments have been calculated primanly from the
World Bank's Internatiomal Debt Statistics database.
The Sgures for government revenne are caloulated
from the IMF 's World Econom:c Cutlook (October
2022 edstion)

In a Few cases, the figures come from IMF Diebt
Su:'!ama'hilil‘r‘ Am_m‘ for conntnies where data
is not available in the World Bank or IMF databases
{Afghanistan, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, FPala-
san, Somth Sudan, Tuvalu), or where we know ex-
termal debt payments not included in the World Bank
database are inchuded in the IMF Dbt Sustainability
Assessments (Repubhc of Congo, Malaan and Sierma
Leane)

The World Bank’s International Debt Statistics
database shoes external deb payments on loans
contracted by the end of 2021 It, therefore, does not
inciuds pryments on loans made m 2027, 2003 or
2024, The Bgares for 2023 and 2024 in particular are
therefore a lower estimate — they are Hiely to be high-
erin as muech as any loans given from 2022 on lead to
new paymenis m 2023 and 2004,

The median sverage follows the same pattern as

FACERDORK COMFLAREMAGAZIMEDFFICIAL

Development in
low-income countries
halted as debt
anments reach
>-year highest

The figures are for 91 countries classified as low or lower middle

income by the World Bank, or as a Small Island Developing State by

the UM, where data iz available, Counmries with scheduled external

debr paymentz over 30% of government revenue berween 2022

2024 inelude =ri Lanka, Laos, Pakistan, Zambia and Dominica

the mean, with payments in 2024 at the highest Lew-
el sinoe 1998 and increasing by 230% between 2011
and 2034 {s=e graph below). Thiz shows that the in-
crease i due to a general trend across all countries
covered, mot cased by particular outliers. In a few
cases siiek a2 Sri Lanka Zambia and Ghana | gevern-
ety are i defanlt on some of their external debt.

The World Bank's International
Debt statisties database shows
external debt pavments on
loans contracted by the end of
2021 Iy, therelore, does not
include pavments on loans
made in 2022, 20023 or 2024

In these cases, the fignres show the scale of sched-
wled payments, but some of these payments are not
acimally being made On the other hand despite the
assurances from friendly countries about external
funds to Palastan, the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) still sherws a lack of confidence and askeing Is-
lamahad to “do more’ to unlock the loan programme.

According to the sources, Pakistan has besn
asked to present a repayment plan for a $3.7 billion

| TWITTER COMFLAREMAGATINEF K |

loan to the IMF in June as well ad needs to demon-
strate stronger support from frendly nations in erder
to mueef the commutment.

Howewer, the [MF has reportedly aot agreed to a
propesal to exchange reserves equal to two months'
revenies, which would be valued between 511 bil-
lisssn to $17 bellion. Sousces within the Ministry of
Finance revealed that the gowernment has imposed
Bs 170 ballinn in ta%es through the mmnibudget m
4 Bid to secnze A staf-level agreeement with the [MFE,
which was onginally scheduled for Febroary 0,

It is pertinent to mention here that the [MF is-
sued the schedule of board meetings in which Pald-
stan 15 mot incheded in any agends wntil My 17

Funding will also aot be available from mterna-
tional financial instimtions as the staf-level agree-
ment is not reached, moreover, the budget-making
process can be affected if transactions with the DT
are pot concluded. Last month, the staff-level agree-
ment betwern Falostan and the International Mon-
ctary Fund 5: again “delsyed’ as: the mternafional
lender pat & mew demand.

As per details, the meeting of Finance Secretary
Hamid Yakoob in the 15 remained “unfreitfial’ with
the Internaticnal Monectary Fund as the internation-
al lender has grven the plan to arange $1 billion from
commercial banks to wnlock the loan program.

The stafflewel agreement was supposed fto be
sigmed on February 9 but had been delayed after then
ower IMF's demmands, =
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FLARE REFORT

search and sescue opera-

oy was held in = 5 = HOnS
y ! I I ' | : h . * ()
Ankara where e “My father domated a
Turleah  Presi- ur l ’ Orlourb geod amount through the
dent RecepTayvipErdogan Alkhidma: Foundation,

bestowed the award to the
team Leader of the Pakistan
Army.

The Torkkdh govern-
ment has awarded special
recogmition to the Urban
Search and Rescue Team
of the Pakistan Army for
their exceptional services
during the earthauake eri-

Pak soldiers for
rescue, relief services
in quake-hit areas

and many of my fends
are doing the same,” Naila
Hayat, a doctor from Pe-
shawar, told Anadoluever
the phone.

Many prominent peo-
ple wisited the Tuwrdkish
Embassy in Islamabad to
express thewr condolences
and show solidarity with

sis in Torkiye. thie Turkish people and the
According to the de- government,
taills a special ceremo- "The people of Pals-

oy was held in Ankara
wisere Turkish President
RecepTayyipErdogan  be-
stowed the award to the J
team Eeader of the Pakestan
Army.

This recognition from
the Turkish govenment
highlights the expertise
and commitment of the
Falastan  Army's  Tlthan
Search and Rrscue Team
m proviuding bumanitarian
aid and assastance m Himes
of crisis, not only within
Faldstan but also af the in-
termational [evel,

On February 6, the
magnituds 7.7 and 7.6
muakes simack 11 provme-
et — Adama, Adiyaman,
Diyarbalar, Elazg, Hatay,
Cianantep, Kahraman.
maras, Kihs, Malatya,
Osmanrye, and Sanlmrfa
More than 0135 million

e i Tarkey havebeea 1 00T N providing humanitarian aid and assistance in times of erisis,

affected by the devastating
guakes, as well as many

This recognition from the Turkish government highlights the expertise

and commitment ol the Pakistan Army’s Urban Search and Rescue

not only within Pakistan but also at the international level

stan arc shocked by the
sheer scale of dewasta-
tion cansed by enormeons
carthquakes i Turkive
and Syna, We extend our
decpest condolenees o
the people and govern-
ment of Turkey,” said
tor of foreign affams of
the religiopoliical party
Jamaat-c-Islami Pakistan,
while delivening a con-
dolence letter by party
chiefSiajulHag to Thurk-
o ish Ambassador Mehmet
| Pacao

"We will stand by our
brothers and  sisters  in
theze Aiffrmit mes 0 tha
Allah " he added.

“Very Dear Tuwrksh
brothers, smisters, moth-
ers and eclders, we share
your pain mn this natoral
disaster I, Asad Qureshi,
on behalf of the nation
of Palostan, assure you
that we are with you m

=y d

others in northern Syria.

Palistan has played a
remarkzbls mole n providing assistance to Turddye
a3 it carries out its rescue and relief operations. Pa-
kistan sen! a total of nine amrcraf cammying tons of
relief goods for the siovivors of Tidaye and Syria
after the devastating carthquakes in Febroary last.

The Fakistan Army relief team was dispatched
o Turh)‘e on F:Er.'u.‘:r_r ]', rcn:u'pmg 33 :m:mbcr:,
wiho remamed in the ecarthquake-affected areas till
February 22,

Pakistan has played a remark
able role in providing assistance
to Turkiyve as it carries out its
reseue and relief operations.
Makistan sent atotal of nine air
craft carrying tons of relief goods
for the survivors of Tarkiyve and
Swria after the devastating earth-
tquakes hit them in February last

Dhring their stay in Turkoye, the team conducted
search and rescue operations at 91 sites, successfolly

Furthermore, the team identified seven people
and retrieved 138 bodies from the wreckage, which
were then handed over to their heirs. The combined
death toll mrpassed 30,000, writh the biggest part of
the fatabities being cavsed m Turderye.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also went to Tir-
kev to express solidanty with the victims of the dee-
astahing earthquake and overses the relief operation.

“1 affer my condolences on behalf of the peaple

FACEROQOE COMFLAREMAGAFINEQFFICIAL

of Pakistan and the government of Palkistan and we
are hese as your brothers, at your service,” Prime
Minuster Shehbaz Shanf sa:d to the vichms.

The news Hashed mternational media thar a Pa-
kstani bving in the US has denated $30 million to
the fmilies of thoss who lost ther lves and were
mjitred m the two earthgiakes in Tikkrye and Syna.

"Dreeply moved by the example of an anomy-
moms Falostani who walked mio the Turkish embas-
v in the US & domated $30 mullion for earthoualer
victims in Todeiye and Syria.

The Pakistan National Dhsaster Management
Autherity (MDMA) sent relief consignments to Tir-
leive.

Separately, the Palistan Aur Force (PAF) said in
a statemment that ifs aircraft carrying 16.5 tons of bu-
manitanian sssistance domated by people for earth-
q:ualu srctims reached )";d.:ma.l sonsthern TI.I:I'H.'!.'E.

A Rindraising campaign was also lagnched in
educational institotions across the couatry to collect
fumds for victims of the earthquakes The drve was
launched in schools, colleges, and woiversitics in re-
spomse to the prime minister's call,

Blillions of Pakistanis are still in mowwrning over
the loss of tens of thoussnds of lives m Thckive's
devastating carthquakes.

T conldn't past oy pain mto words becanse every-
ome here is in shock and feeling pain for their Twedsh
brothers and sisters,” Ahmed Shoadh, an [slamabad
resident, told Anadalu

"Crur prayess and thoughts are with our brothers
and sisters,” e added

Some organizations m Palastan have also
launched fandraiving campaigns to help Tideye

One af the cnlh:tr}": Ea.rﬂes[ charitable m'ga.ni.-
zatieris, the Alkhidenat Foundation Pakistan has
already dispatched wolunteers to assist with ongoding

1 TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

ewery simation. Our heart
beats i sync with yours,”
Anadolurecerved a video message from a young Pa.

At Beast 21,800 people were killed and 80,000
others mjuared by o strong earthquakes that jolted
southiern Tarkiye, the country's disaster agency said.

The magnitude 7.7 and 7.6 earthquakes, centered
m the Kahramanmaras pu'm'u:.n:, affected more than
13 million people across 10 provinces, also including
Adana, Adrjaman, Deparbakir, Gazantep, Hatay,

Several countries i the region, incheding Svria
and Lebanon, also felt the strong tremaors that struck
Tiitrleiye in the space of fewer than 10 hoswrs,

Mowe tham 166 000 search and rescus personne]
are currendly workng m the Aeld, according to the
Dhsaster and Emergency Management Presidency
[AFADN,

Admaozt 92,700 people have been svacuated from
quakee-luit regions so far, AFAD said »
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Nearly one billion people ineities around the world are Facing

water scarcity today and the numberis likely to reach between 1.7
billionandZ4 billioninthe next three decades, accordingtothe UN

World Water Development report, published by UN Education,
Seientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) which coincides

with the UN ‘i."l.'zll#r:'-:lllnmll being held in New York

he number of people lacking access to

safe drinking water in cities around the

world will double by 2050, found a re-

cent new UTH report amid WATTANR of
an imminenl waler crisis lihly 1] "':pl.ra.l oul of
comtral.”

Nearly cne lillion people 1n cibies around the
world are fa.-::i.ng wWaler sra.n.-il‘j.r Iod.:l_r and the
number is likely to reach between 1.7 billion and
2 4 hillion m the next three decades, according 1o
the UN Warld Water Dml,upmzn[ Rspnrtl Pub-
lished by UN Education, Scientific and Cultural
Organization {ITNESCO) which coincides with
the UN-Water Summit being held New York.

Usban water demand is predicted to increase
by B0% by 2050, the Pans-hased TN agency said

Water shortages are also becoming a more fre-
quent occnrrence i roral areas, the report found
Crurrently, between one billion and three billion
people experience water shortage for at least a
month a year

“There is an urgent need to establish strong
international mechanisms 1o prevent the global
water crisis from spiralling out of control,” TIN.
ESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay said
"Water is our common fature, and it is essential
to act together to share it equitably and manage
it sustarmahly. "

Glﬂha]l:l'l two billion Prnp[: da not have safe
drinking water and 3.6 billion lack access to safe-
ly managed sanstation, the report disclosed.

FACEBOOQE COMFLAREMAGAFIMEOQFRICIA]

The global urban population facing water
scarcity is projected to potentially double from
30 million in 2016 to between 1.7 and 2.4 hillion
people, 1m 2050,

The ruu:lg incidence of extreme and pr:l:n:mg:d.
droughts is also stressing ecosystems, with dire
consequences for both plant and animal species,
the report warned.

Richard Connor, the report's editor-in-chief,
tald reparters at TN Headquarters in New York
akead of the lavnch that "uncertamiies are in.
creasing.”

“IF wee don't address 1t, there definutely wall be
a global crisis,” he said,

where governments fail to provide safe access,
sach as in the middle of Africa, where water
flows. Meanwhile, physical scarcity is worst in
desert areas, including northern India and the
Middle East,

Answering querics from reporters about pos-
sible "water wars" in the face of a global crisis,
Connor said the essential natoral resowrce “tends
ter lead to peace and cooperation rather than to
conflict.”

Strengthening transboundary cooperation is
the main toel to avoid conflict and escalating
tensions, he said, noting that 153 countries share
nearty 200 rivers, lakes and aguifer systems, and
maore than half have signed agreements.

Detailing experiences — both good and bad
- of partners’ efforts to collaborate, the report
explaims how aceelerating progress on achieving
related 2030 Agenda goals hinges on enhancing
positive, meaningful copperation among water,
sanitation, and broader development communi-
Lies,

Innovations during the COVID-19 pandemic
saw partmerships among health and wastewater
awthorsties, who were able to track the discase
and pravide critical real-time data, he said.

From city dwellers to smallholder farmers,
partnegships have produced mutually beneficial
results. By mvesting in agricultural communities
upstream, farmers can benefit in ways that help
the downstream cities they feed, he said.

States and stakeholders can cooperate in such
areas as flood and pellution control, data shar-
ing, and cofinancing. From wastewater treat-
ment systems o protecting wetlands, efforts con-
triboting to redocing greenhouse gas emissions
shovld “open the door to further collabaration
and increasze access to waler fands”, he gand,

“However, the water community is mot tap-
ping into those resounrces," he said, expressing
the hope that the report and the conference can
trigger productive discussions and on-the-ground
resulfs.

Tohannes Cullmann, the special scientific ad-
visor to the president of the World Meteorologi-
cal Organization (WMD), said “it's a question of
investing wisely.”

“While water resources and how they are
managed impact almost all aspects of sustainakbic
development, ncluding the 17 SDiGs", he said
adding, “current investments must be quadmapled
te meet the annual estimated $600 billion to §1
trillion required to sealize SDG 6, on water and
sanitation."

"Cooperation 15 the heart of sustainable de-
r=|.c|pu:|:||:=|.[, aned water i3 an :i.l:nm::us:hr pn'wr!rfuj
conmector,” he said, "We should not negotiate
water; we should deliberate on it Water, after
all, is a huuman right, he said.

Indeed, water should be “managed as a com-
man good, not a commaodaty”, a group of 18 TTH
experts and special rapporfewrs said in oa joint
statement.

"Considering water as a commadity or a busi-
ness opportunity will leave behind those that
cannot access of afford the market prices," they
declared, adding that progress on SD(G 6 (safe
water and samitation for all by 2030} can only
happen cffectively if communities and their hu-

pointing out the nsing
scarcity of water that re-
flects rednced availabilicy
and increased demand,
from wurban and industn-
al growth o agriculture,
which alone consumes
70 peroent af the world's
supply.

Bu:ilding partnerships

and cooperation are key  shortage for at least a month

to realiring human righes
to water amd nwrrnmmg
existing challenges, he’
said.

Explaining the landscape of such shortages,
he said economic water scarcify is a big problem,

I ITWWiIlTER COM/FLAREMAGAFINEF K

Water shortages are also
becoming a frequent
oceurrence in rural areas,
report found. Currently,
between two billion and three

o vear

man nights are at the cen-
tre of disctssions.

"It is time to stop a
technocratic approach
the = wate and consider
the ideas, knowledge and
solutions of ndigenous
peoples and local com-
munities who understand

billion people experience walerlocal aquatic ecosystems

to enstre the sustainabiliry
of the water agenda,” they
said.

The commodification
of water will "derail the
achievement of the SD(Gz and hamper sfforis to
salve the global water crisis” | the experts added =
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har Coal Power project will help Paks-

stan generate energy at a much lower

cost, and this would be a game-chang-

er for the overall development of the
cowntry, said Shamsuddin Shaikh, former CEO
of Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company.

“In the current global ecomomic recession, Pa-
kistam faces the challenge of a massive hike in the
Fuel price 3n the international marker. With the
help of China, Pakistan installed imported coal-
based power plants as part of its CPEC imwest-
ment at the beginning of the project, but now it is
installing local coal-based power plants,” he said.

“The Thar region of Pakistan has around 175
billion tons of coal reserves, equivalent to 50 bil-
Liom toms of oil and 2000 trillion cabic feet of
natural gas,'' he said.

“Pakistan recently suecessfully lannched a
third power plant with a capacity of 330MW
based on the indigenous Thar coal. Tharparkar
distriet in Sindh now has three plants operating
on the local coal. As a result, the total installed
capacity of Thar coal has increased to 990 mega-
watts in three years," added Shamsuddin Shaikh

He said Pakistan currently generates
5. 280MW of electricity frem coal, with the Thar
coal contributing 1, 320MW and imported coal
3, 260MW to the overall power generation.

“In the past, Pakistan imported coal from
South Africa and Indonesia. The major ques-
tion is why Pakistan is using imported coal for
penerating electricity instead of readily available
local coal. The major preblem with local coal is
that Pakistan's coal power plants are designad ac-
cording to imported coal As a result, Pakistan 1s
unable to switch to the local coal for the entire
plant,” said the ex-CED of the Sindh Engro Coal
Mining Company

“In order to alter the design, a large imwest-
ment is requited, The second reasen is that coal
15 bheing phased oiit of the world's energy oz
because of its adverse environmental effects, so
Pakosian faces financing challenges as well.”

“While this project can bring economic bene-
fits and kelp meet Pakistan's growing ensrgy de-
mands, it 35 esseatial to ensure that it develops
sustainably and is in hine with miernational env-
ronmental and social standards. Proper planning
and implementation can mammise the project's
benefits and mimimize the negateve impacts on
the eovironment and commumnities. "

Dx, MirzalkhtiyarBaig, an economist said,
“Thar coal mine has a capacity of 175 hillion
tons, which is more than the oil resources of Sau-
di Arabia and Iran combined. This power pros-
ect has the p-\:rl!l:nl:ia[ 1o perd.ul:z v.-.’.::h'.icl'h_,r far the
next 00 years at moch cheaper rates.”

He said, "Increasing petrolenm prices in the
intermational

duction more expensive. We can develop mmch
cheaper electricity and save up to six dollars on

market are making energy pro-

each unit, spent in terms of import. After the
Russia-Ukraine war, the gas pipeline to Germa-
ny was cut off. So they started to develop elec-
tricifty from coal reserves. Seventy-two percemt
of Germany's electricity s produced from coal
FPakistan's carbon emissions are oof =ven 1% as
compared 1o the world's leading countnes, so our
comtribution to glokal pollution is close to none,
The r.rwt:-chnnjnglr: are ¥ery much efficient and
hawe less carbon footprint. ™

Former MD Pepeo Engineer Tahir Basharat
Cheema said we will have to accept the reality
that indigenous sources for producing power cost
much cheaper compared to imported ones, "The
soluticn to ending load shedding and producing
cheaper electricity lies in the Thar Coal Power
Project."”

Thar's potential was appreciated in the 1980s,
but it's over 40 years and we have not been able
to utlize it till now. The incumbent government's
steadfast commitment to the revival of the econ-
omy and various power projects is much apprec:-
ated, The snviranmental impacts of such projects
are vizihle in no time. The West is already talieing
and working on clean renewable energy resoure-

FACEROOR COMFLAREMAGAFINEQFFICIAL
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Thar coal holds
energy potential

more than

SA, Iran

Pakistan’s carbon emissions are not even 1% as compared 1o the

world’s leading countries, so our contribution to global pollution is

close 1o none. The new technologies are very much efficient and

have: less carbon footprint

es. Therefore, we also have to develop clean coal
technalogies to utillize this resource to produce
cheaper electricity. [n order to use clean coal en-
erg¥, the government hac to ufilize its various
resources simultaneously for better growth and
prodoctivity. "

Meanwhile, the mining process of Phase [11
of the Thar Coal Mine Block II is in jeopardy
as critical equipment and parts are stalled at the
poris due to Letter of Credit (LCs) izsmes

Industry soneces said that the operations of
the mine 11 can also completely halt doe to Fur-
ther LT3 drla.'!.l's.

Thar region has around 175
billion ons of coal reserves,
eqquivalent o 50 billion tons of
oil and 2,000 rillion eubice feet
of natural gas

Moreover, the delay in the release of spare
parts and machinery will also adversely impact
the Phase ITI and Phase IV coal mine expansion,
which can provide cheap coal for use in key sec-
tors of the economy including pewer, cement,
and stecl.

Soumrces said that the Fuel Cost Adjustment
(FCA) for the month of March awaits approval
by the Mepra which will announce the rate after
the public heaning,

With the advent of summer, consumers across

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

the country expect long hours of load shedding
and power woes. The redoction in the rate is eru-
cial becanse the inflationary pressure is alrcady
falling wery hard on the common man.

With the upcoming summer season, electricity
demand from consumers s expected to increase,
making if crienal to have reliable and cost-effee.
tive sonrces of power generation.

The cost per unit of energy generated from
Thar Coal remains aronnd Bz 7 1o @ per EWh
dusng FY 20210-2022 malking it one of the chesp-
est baseload fuels available locally, Comparative-
l}', power gcurrnﬁnu: fram pl.m'[.l. i.l..n.n.g impuﬂr:l:‘.
fuel coal costs around Halds per EWh. Thus, Thar
Coal is critical in prowiding affordable electricity
1o the comntry.

The production ovtput of the mine in Block
IT has increased from 3.8 MTRA to 7.6 MTEA al-
lawing for an additional 660 MW aof power gen-
eration to the national grid, helping to counter
the current energy crisis

Sources said that the phase Il expansion
of Thar Block Il will further reduce coal prices
significantly and boost its affordability as a foel
sonurce. Furthermore, the expansion has the po-
tential to save the conatey's forex reserves of ap-
proximately $1.2 billion annually,

With approximarely 15 percent of the electric-
ity generated im Pakistan is wia Thar Coal Block I
and 11 combined and millions of dollars are saved
in forex reserves every month by reducing oil tm-
ports.

This game-changer project is essennal for mak-
ing Pakistan’s emergy secuse in the long run =
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Stress is more

tress is a nafral reaction to the inability to

cope with specific demands and svents, but a

persistent phase of stress can affect a person’s

health and wellbeing. In order to manage
stress, exercise, sethng priorites, and spealang with
others, which may inclide counseelling, are the mam
tips. These demands can come from work, relation-
ships, Anancial pressures, and other sifwations, bt
anything that poses a real or perceived challengs o
threat to a person's well-being can camse stress.

Stress can be 2 mothvator, and can even be essen-
tisll to survival, The Gght-or-flight mechanism of the
body tells a person when and how to respond to dan-
ger. However, when the body becomes tnggered too
easily or there are too many sireciors af one time, it
can undermine the mental and physical health of a
person and bemce becomes harmiul

Stress is the naniral defence of the body againat
predators and danger. It generates hormones in the
‘body that prepare physical systems to evade or con-
fromt danger. People commenly refer to this as the
Eight-or-Bight mechanism.

When humans face a challenge or threat, they
hawe a partial physical response. The body activates
resources that help people either stay and confront
the challenge or get to safety as fast as possihie,

The body produces larger quantities of the chem-
cals cortisol, epinephrine, and norepinephrine, These
mgger the followmg physical reactions:

*  incressed blood pressgre

*  heightened muscle preparedness

*  peeating

*  alertness

These factors improwe a peron’s ability to e
spond i a potenhally harardous or challengmg sitm-
ation. Norepinephrine and epinephrine alss canse a
Easter haart rate,

Errvironmental factors that migper the reaction
are called stressors. Examples mclude nodtes, aggres-
sive behamniour, speeding cars, scary scenes in mowies,
or even gomg ol on a bre! date. Feelings of stress
bend to increase in tandem with the mumber of siress-
0.

Acrording to the Amencan Psychological Asso-
cintion (APAYs anmral stress survey in 2018, average
stress levels m o the Unsted States were 4.9 on a scale
fromn | 1o 10, The survey found that the most com-
mon stressors were employment and money.

Physical effects

Stress shows down some normal bodily functions,
such as those that the digestive and immune systems
perform, The body can then concentrate its resousces
on breathing, biood flow, alertness, and the prepara-
tion of the muscles for sudden use.

Stress is the natural defence of
the hody againzt predators and
danger. It generates hormones
in the hody that prepare physi
cal systems to evade or confront
lI-'rIII‘H'["i'. I‘j["[l}ijl"l'“l]ll”(”lllﬂ
refer to this as the fight-or-flight

I'IIE’{‘}'IHII;HI'II

The body changes m the following ways dorng a
siress reaciion:

*  blood pressure and pulse rize

* breathing speeds up

*  digestive system slows down

*unmitne activity decreases

*  mmscles become tenser

*  sleepmess decreases due to 2 heightened state
of alertness

How a person reacts to a difficult stuation will
determnme the effects of stress on overall health,
Some people can expenience several stressofs mn a
rowe o at once without this leading fo a sevene recs
reaction. (fthers may have a stronger response io a

An mdrvidual who feels as thomgh they do not
haxwe enongh resotrees (o cope will probably have a
stronger reaction that could trigger health problems.

FACEROQCORE COMFLAREMAGAFINEQFFICIAL
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=tress can be a motivator and can even be essential to survival, The

fight or Might mechanizm in the body tells a person when and how (o

rezpond to danger. However, when the b wly becomes triggered too

f'}l:cil_\',ul‘ there are too many streszors at one time, it can undermine

the mental and physical health of a person henee it becomes harmful

Stressers affect individnals in different ways.

Some expetiences that people generally consid-
er to be positree can lead to stress, such as having a
balry, going on vacalion, moving to a betber home,
and getting a promotion at work.

The reason for this is that they typically imvolve a
significant change, extra effort, new respomnsibilities,
and a aced for adaptation. They also often require a
person to take steps into the unknoan

A person may look forward to an increased sala-
ry following a promotion, for example, bul wonder
whether they can handle the extra responsibilities

A persistently negative response to challenges
can have an adwerse effect on health and happiness.

However, heing more alert to the sffects of stress
may help 4 person manage it more effectively and
copee better.

Types

The Mational Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)
Trusted Sowrce recognise two types of stress: acute
and chromic. These require different levels of man-
ageinent,

The NIMH also identify thres examples of types
of stressor:

*  routine stress, such as childcare, homework,
or hinancial responsiblsties

*  mdden disruptive changes, such as a famiby
bereavement or fnding out about a job loss

*  tranmatic stress, which can ocour dus to ex-
treme tranma as a result of a severe ﬂn.-.LcI.:nI:, WO -
sanlt, an emvironmental disaster, or a war

Acmte stress

This type of stress 15 short-term and neoually the
more common form of stress. Acute stress often de-
velops when people conmider the pressures of events
that have recently ocomrred or face upcoming chal-
lenges in the aear future.

For example, a person may Feel stressed about a
recent argument or an opeoming deadline. Howewes,
the stress will redoce or disappear once a person re-
salves the argument or meets the deadline

Acute stressors are often new and tend fo have a

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEP K |

clear and immediate salution. Even with the more
difficult challenges that people face, there are possi-
hile ways to get out of the sitwation

Acute stress decs not cause the same amownt of
damage as long-term, chronic stress, Short-term ef
fects mchade tension headaches and an upset stom-
ach, as well as a moderate ameunt of distress.

However, repeated instances of acute stress over
an extended peniod can become chronic and harm-
finl

Chronic sircss

This type of stress develops over a long period

Cmgomg poverty, a dysfunctional family, or an
unhapyy marrage are sxamples of simations that
can canse chremic stress. It ocours when a person
dees not see 4 way to avoid their stressors and stops
seeking solufions, A tranmatic sxperience early m
lifie msy also comtribute to cheonie etreds.

Chronsc stress makes it difficolt fior the body to
return to a normal level of stress hormone actmaty,
which ca contribute ta problems i the following
systems tusted Source:
l—.:rdhm:ru.lar
respiratory
sleep
LI

*  reproductive

A constant state of stress can also increase a per-
son's nsk of type 2 diabetes, hugh blood pressure, and
heart disease. D epression, anxiety, and other mental
health disorders, such as post-taumatic stress disor-
der (PTSTD), can develop when stress becomes chron-
ic.

= oE % W

Chronic siress can contimie unnoticed, as people
become used 1o feeling agstated and hopeless. Tt can
become part of an imdividual’s personality, making
them constantly prone to the effects of stress regard-
less of the scenaros that they encounter.

Pecple with chromic stress are at nisk of having a
fimal breakdown that can lead to suicide, wiolent ac-
tions, a heart attack, or stroke. =
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/Z.oom revenue and
usage increased

worldwide

Many advised Yuan against entering an nll'v uly crowded space, in

which he would be competing with Microsoft (Skvpe) and Google

as well ag his former employer. He was confident, however, that he

could develop a produet more enjoyable o use than the incumbents

oom 5 a viden conferencing app, geared
towards business wsage. It was founded in
i1 by Enc Yuan, and launched m Jam-
ary 2013.

While gathering comsiderable popularity and
coming 1o mn profitakly o the following years,
Zoom truly entered the public consciotsness disring
the coronavirus pandemic of 2020, It was to Zoom
that msers acmss the world tomed o stay m touch
during the lockdown to stop the spread of the vims

Prior to founding Zoom, Yoan had helped build
WebEx, in the decade prior to its acquusition by Cis-
co m 27, Yean, orgmally from China, famousky
emigrated to the 1S after repeatedly failing to get a
visa (nmth time hacky!)

:M::u:y advazed Fuan ﬂEﬂ.‘i.‘lLIﬂ cn!zr.ina an aJ::arl}'
crowded space, in which he would be competing
with Microsoft (Skype) and Google as well as his
former employer He was confident, however, that
he could develop a product more enjovable o use
than the moumkbents,

Yinan's confidence paid off, with a million Zoom
wscTs logged within a fow months (May 20133, 10
million Zoom users a year later (fune 2014), and
40 milhiem around two years post-latmch (February
2083)

It wasin 2020, as wre mentioned above, however,
that Foom really took off. With people confined 1o
their hownes, apps that allowed us to stay m touch
became cemtral to our daydo-day hves People m
their droves chose Foom over other options. Ease of
access and careful work to keep latency below 150
mill:secomds (the mazmmmm before comversations
stari o feel unnaneral) have been cifed as potential
reazoms for the app's muccess

Yian stated m a blog post that over the cotrse of
h{aj‘ 2020, Lovosn wras mm.g 200 milhen .l.a.l.'l}' meck-
mg parfscopants. The following month, this figure
had resen tov 300 muilhion. This compares [o 10 malbiem
im December 2019, Loom still remnaineg a Ve poptl-
lar s=rvace, but as most af the world has returned to
sorne form of office wl:rrl:, it has lost a bat of s shine.

To fix that, Zoem s aiming to expand the num-

FACEROOE COMFLAREMAGAZINEQFFITIAL

ber of services if can affer to businesses. [t acquired
Sl:r]‘i'\’j-' m Mﬂ}' 2022, which sells conversational AT

o el ©
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and aufomation packages to costomer support cen-

Foors had 400,000 people sign up within the
Erst month, By the end of its first vear of operations,
Zoom had amassed 200 million mecting minutes

Today, the saftware registers over 3.3 tnllion an-
nual meeting minutes. And the market cap of the
patblicly-traded company exceeds 575 billion.

Total reventie for the fiscal year was $4,393.0 mil-
licm, up T4 vear ower year, After admsting for foreign
CUTENCY Lmpact, revenue in constant CEmency was
54 4600 million, wp 9% year over year Enterprise
revenne was $2,409.3 million, up 24% year over year,
amd Omline revemie was $1,983.6 million, down 8%
vear over year Zoom joined a small hat of apps,
which includes TikTok and Pokemon Go, that have

Zoom still remains a very
I]l'!}ll]iill' servicee, but as most of
the world has returned o gome
form of office work, it has lost a

bit of its shine

been dewrnloaded over 300 million times in a single
quarter. Meagwhile Zoom announced that it has
recervesd the Unified License wath Access (AL/PAN
India), Natinnal I ong Distance (NLD), and Inter-
national Long Distance (11D} from the Department
of Telecommumications (T1aT), Government of In-
dia. With these licenses, the company will be able to
offer Zoom Phone, its mdustry-leading cloud FEX
service, io multinatonal corporations (MNCs) and
businesiss operating in India.

Zoom Fhone is a global clond PEX application
gervice that enshles M{NCs and businasess m India
to have & single comeminication platform for their
global workforce, Zoom pariners with international
!rﬂr{'.nmmm'l.i:zﬁrm p!'l:nn&'n .and !.'.\EFE!! phn:nr miEm-
bers and calling plans in 47 countries and territories
bundled with cloud FBX service, makong it simple
for customers to deploy and manage their phone
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UAL interested in
carliest start of ferry
service to Karachi

According to Pakistan's ambassador to the UAL the offer tolaunch the

ferry has been made by UAE government officials who met Pakistani
counterparts at the Arabian Travel Marker (ATM) 2023 moor, a

tourism event organized annually in Dubai to provide a platform for

inbound and outhound tourism professionals in the Middle East

he United Arab Emirates (UAE} has

shown mterest in lannching a ferry ser-

vice from Emirates to Karachi to tap into

the tounzm potential of the Sonth Asian
conntry, Pakistan’s ambassador to the TTAE Fais-
aMiazTirmizi said expressing the hope the service
would Ystart soon "'

Al:cu:m‘ﬁ::g, to Palistan's ambassadar to the
UAE, the offer to lannch the ferry has been made
by the TJAE government officials who met Paka-
stani cotunferparis at the Arabnan Travel harket
(ATM) 2023 moot, a tourism event organized an-
pually in [hubai to provide a platform for mbound
and outbovind tounsm prﬂ[zssinna].i in the Middle
East,

A 25-member delegation led by the prime min-
ister's special advisor on tourism, Awn Chaudhry
participated in ATM 2023 held from May 1-4

"IJAE government officials have shown inter-
est o start ferry service from Emirates 1o Karachi
and we hawe asked them to share the details so that
we coild start work at our end,” Tirmizd sasd.

“After receiving the details of the ferry service
plan, then we will start work on it,”

Chrer :!,mﬂ exhibitors, i.'nn:l‘ud.ing_ E.n:i:nlh::, Ex.
pedia Growp, Hilton and Burj Al Arab, ffom maore
than 100 countries are at this year's ATM, with
over 100 Erst-time sxhibitors. Around 12 [=lakraya b T
nies from Pakbstan participated thesein.

'"JAE officials, including ministers, have said
that a lot of tourists are going to Kyrgyestan, Uz-
bekistan and other countries and suggested that
Palostan should also promaote s aviation and
tourism sector,” Tomiz said about discissions

FACERCOOR COMFLAREMAGAFINECQFFICIAL

with UUAE authornties at AT

“Some participanis and tour operators have
alies snggested starting direct fights for Skasduo,
and maleng an intermational amrport [there] be-
calise many tourists want o go there directly,”
the ambassador said, referring to a major towrism,
trekking and expedition hub in Palistan's northern
Crilgit—Baltistan region.

Earlier, His Highaess Sheikh Alhmed bin Mo-
hammed bn REash:d Al Makioum, Second Dep-
1EEY Buler of Dubai and

its stand, hosting ower 300 mectings to strength-
en business relationships, and forging collabora-
tive partnerships with tourism organisations from
across its network

The huge tarnout of visitors, who experienced
the airline's products across every class, is et
another demonstration of its highly sought-after
experiences, as the industry contimies to make a
huge comeback The airline once again featnred
its full suite of on-board experiences, including its
highly popular, Premium Econmomy Class, Boe-
ing 777-3MER Game-Changer First Class ful-
ly enclosed private suites, Boeing 777 Business
Class seat, the newest generation A3B0 OnBoard
loenge, aleng with other icomic products such the
First Class Shower Spa and the Latest version of its
A330 Boonomy Class seats

The aidine also showecased its many sustan-
ability initiatives happening across the business,
Its Al Gallery produced 80H) personalised pieces
of imspiratiomal travel artwork.

Contiouing its strong focus on close collabora-
ticn and meaninghel partnerships with tourism en-
tities and airlines to unlock growth and offer trav-
ellers more options, the airline inked agreements
with, eight tourism hoards, mcluding Indonesia’s
Ministry of Tourism and Creative Econamy, the
Moroccan National Tourism Office, Tourism Au-
thoraty of Zimbabwe, Tounsm Seychelles, Maun-
tins Tourism Prometion Amthority (MTFA), the
5ri Lanka Tousism Promotion Bureau, the Bah-
rain Tourtsm and Exhibition Authonty and fam-
bia Tousiem. All of the partnership agreements ase
fecused om boosting towrist armivals to each conn-
try and capitalising on developing incremental de-
mand for air travel. BEmirates also signed anMoU
with Erihad Airesys to provide travellers with ad-
ditional imerary options when wisiting the TTAE,
with the aim of boosting tousism from key source
marikets by enabling visitors to expenence more
than one deshination in a single ifinerary. Omn the
second day of ATM, Emirates' President, Sir Tem
Clark, was a keynote guest at the event’s confer-
ence spraker series, reserved for top industry voic-
es. Sir Tim discussed the airline's long-term strat-
egy and business growth, the future of its network
and fleet, and s sustainability efforts, m addition
to broader industry challenges

Emirates was honoured to welcome UAE roy-
al dignitaries and VIP gnests to its stand at ATR,
inclnding His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, His Highness SheikhMak-
toum bin Mokammed bin Fashid Al Baktowm
and His Highaess Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed
ban Flashid Al Maktcum and His Highness Sheikh
Mansour bin Mohammed bin Rasbod Al Mak-
toum. On the thisd day of ATM, the airline also
welcomed the Crown Prince of Ajman, Sheikh
Ammar bin Humaid Al Wuaimi.

Cruning ATM, the airline retained its crown as
"Hest Adrline Worldwride' for the 10th year tn a rower
at the Business Traveller Middle East awrards, n
addition to picking up “Best Premiom Economy
Class”, "Best First Class™

Chairman of the Dubas
Media Council, officzal-
lv inaugurated Arabian
Travel Market [(ATM)
2013, wsmgnalling the
commencement of the
10th edition of the Mid-
dle East's biggest trawvel
and tourism  exhibition.
Sheikh Ahmed bin Mo-
hammed affirmed that
Dubai, under the vision-
ary leadership of His
Highness Sheikh Mo
hammed bin FRashid Al Maktoum, Vice President
and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of
Du'!u.i, has heen transformed mio a major imvesl-
ment heb and a lavnching pad for regional and
global companies, cnabling them to establish and
promale vanous economic actovities.

Ermirates has successfully wrapped up its pas-
ticipation at the 30th edition of Arabian Travel
Mlazket (ATM), welcoming over 16,000 wisitors to

| TWITTER COMFLAREMAGAZINEFK |

Crver 2000 exhibitors, inehad-
ing Emirates, Kxpedia Group,
Hilton and Burj Al Arab, from
more than 100 countries are at
this year's ATM, with over 100
first-time exhibitors, Around 12
companies from Pakistan
participated therein

and Emirates First Class
Lounge was named “Best
Amport Lounge in the
Middle East".

The Arabian Travel
Market ?fl:l:!ﬂ-l now in its
J0th vear, is the region's
largest annual travel and
trade exhibition, wel
coming mere than 35,000
attendees from 150 conn-
Iries.

Duhai’s successiol
participation  at  ATM
2023 follows the strong performance by its fonr.
iem sector in 1 2023 which saw the city welcome
4 67 million mternational overnight wsitors from
January to March, compared to 3.97 million tonr-
ists during the same period in 2022, a 17 percent
YoV growth and achieving 98 percent of pre-pan-
demic levels n 1 2023, maling it the Fastest re-
covering destination globally. =
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ast year, the US dollar was the king of

the world. The world's reserve currency

had once again confirmed its status as

the ultimate safe haven, crushing rivals
geld, the Swiss franc, the Japanese yen and Bie-
cain.

As the TS Federal Reserve raised rates to
fight inflation, owerseas investors piled in seeking
a higher rate of return, driving the dallar to a 20-
vear high.

Then as September drew to a close, sentiment
shifted. Instead of E[EI._.i.‘ﬂa I'.fl}‘l.'ll'ﬁ].l:l imwestors stast-
ed looking forward to the day when the Federal
declared victory is the war on inflation and start-
ed entting interest rates instead.

Falling U5 interest rates would turbocharge
global stock markets as investors embraced nsk
again while flecing bonds. Anticipating this mo-
ment, the TS Dollar Index — a measure of the
valus of the greenback against a weighted basket
of major currencies — duly crashed, falling 10
percent from last avtumn's highs.

It staged a brief rally during the banking cni-
sis when iovesters ran scared of another banking
meltdown but have been sliding again in recemt
days,

“A weaker dollar would be welcomed by many
after last year's dominance, including in the TS,
says Victomia Schelar, head of inwestment at In-
teractive Iovestor.

“It could boost the TS stock market by mak-
ing the country's exports cheaper to foreign buy-
ers. Apple, Amazon, Tesla, Nike and others have
all pointed to the greenback's appreciation as a
significant headwind for proftability. "

A dollar sell-off could also boost demand
for oil, gold and other commaodities, which are
priced 1n dallare and will be cheaper ta buyers in
other currencies if the greenback fades.

“This will boost the economies of emerging
markels countries sicch as Brazil and Mexico,
which are heavily reliant on these exports," Ms
Scholar says. The strong dollar has been tough
on emerging markets by drving up the cost of
servicing their dollar-denominated debts,

These could now become more manageable,
if the dollar continmies 1o weaken, giving them a
further boost. "Emerging market inflation rates
may alse fall as their own currencies strengthen
against the dollar,” Ms Scholar says.

Currency valoes swing all the time, but the
dolllar now faces » major long-term challenge to
ils reserve cusTency status.

Not everyboddy likes playing by US rules. Rus-
sia and Chima wonld like to call 2 halt o dol-
lar hl:g: mony, and [h:‘y':n: oot the Du]n_,r ones. In
2019, Malaysia's then Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad floated the idea of a common trading
ctirrency for East Asia that srould be pegged 1o
gold

At the stast of the millenninm,
three=quarters af glabal currency reserves were
held in dellars. Today, that's fallen to 59 per cent,
according to the International Monetary Fund,
and the slide looks set to continue.

The dollar's reserve currency status hands the
US political power as well as economic strength,
and it hasn't been afraid to wse it.

To punish Russia for invading Ukraine, west-
et Emmm enls ﬁnlﬂ $].'m b’]]j]ﬂn ﬂf Rm‘i.ﬂ:!
foreign currency reserves last year, ronghly half
the total, and expelled Russian banks from the
Swift international payments system.

So-called dollar “weaponisation” has rattled
many countries and not just Russia, says Jason
Hollands, managing director of investment plat-
form Bestinvest.

“Countries willing to continue to trade with
Riussia, like India and China, have started doang
so in rupees and yuan instead, triggering talk of
the de-dollamsation of the international trading
order."

“Brazil and China are now trading with each
other in ynan, helping to establish the Chinese
remminbt as an infernational currency and dollar
challenger, especially in commodities™ MrHal-

almost

FACEROOR COMFLARFMAGAFINEOQFFICIAL

rroe aowniona: nare o N
Yuan posing huge
challenge to dollar
dominance

Mot everybody likes playing by Us rules. Russia and China would

like 1w call a halt 10 dollar hegemony, and they're not the only

ones. [n 2009, Malavsia’s then Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad

Mouted the idea of a commaon trading currency for Kast A=ia that

would be pegeed 1o gold

lands adds. Dollar pricing makes [ife difficul for
other countries becanse, when the greenback ris-
e4, cisentials Like oil get more expensive, leaving
the [11'3 can:lmnrlily i;l:upuﬂ::rs at the IETCY of ex-
change rate movensents.

“Strengthening economic ties and trade rela-
ﬁnﬂslﬂi‘ps bc"[wee'n Cbin.a. l'ﬂd R'L'I!Sil are E'_'lhﬂ_nl:n
ing the yuan's appeal because it offers them a
more stable exchange rate,” says Vijay Valecha,
chiel investment officer at Centiry Financial.

The so-called “petroyuan”™ would make big
inroads into dollar dominance, MrValecha says.
"Ewen (310 mnatioms are

Coghlan, chief market analyst consalting for
HY M.

"Yet, with some economists predicting that
China’s GIIP wall oultpace the 175 |1)f II:L'H:I_, the
next decade wall be eracial ™

“If the dollar did lose its reserve status to the
yulan one da]q the :ubszqueu[ drnp m demand
would kit the greenback hard and beost rival cor-
rencies such as the euro,” MrCoghlan says,

“In the US, borrowing costs would surge as
demand for government bonds crumbles, while
its substantial debt pile would also grow at pace.”
Palitically, the impact

chifting away from the
dollar and towards local
currencies, as a safegnard
against a soaring dollar
and a TS debt ceiling
blow.ap. ™

“Reports of the death
of the dollar have been
aromnd for at lcast 50

The dollar is in a weaker
pogition with China, Hussia,
Saudi Arabia and Iran moving
away from pricing and trading

energy in Us dollars

would be even pgreater
"China would become the
dominant global force,”
he says.

Dollar strength has
been built on US econom-
ic wealth, political stabdl-
ity, military might, role
af law, property rights

years bt it hasa't hap-
pened yet,” says David Morrison, senior market
analyst at Trade Nation.

“However, the dollar is in a weaker position
with China, Russia, Saudi Arabia and Iran mov-
ing away from pricing and trading energy m US
dollars.”

The US dollar still dominates global trade,
with almost @0 percent of forex trade invalving
the greenback.

It is hagd to gee the dollar Josing its Fesarve
stafis in the near to medinm fumre, says Gales

| TWITTER COMFLAREMAGATZIMNEFK |

and sophisticated fnan-

cial systems, none of which are going to vanish
owernight. The yoan makes wp juost 7 percent of
global foreign exchange transactions, a small but
fast-growing share, MrCoghlan savs

"The global economy is hard-wired to the US
dollar, but as China’s influence and power grows
that could change as more countries start using
the yuan.™

“King Dollar" is & long way from losing its
crown vet, after a century, it is finally facing a
senous challenge to its power. =
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agreement was signed betwreen the Min-
istries of Science and Technology Pakistan
and the Federal Republic of Ethiopia. The
Ethiopian delegation led by Minister of
State DifoziaAmesn armved at the Ministry of Sai-
ence and Technalogy Ialamabad, During the visit, the
importance was highlighted for establishing a frame-
work for ncreased cooperation between the science
and edincational commmnities of the two countries
in the arcas of sciemce, technology, engineering,
and sducation for their muhaal benefit and peaceful
purposes. All activities under this agreement will be
undertakcen in collaboration with partners in Ethio-
pin and Pakostan, The diplomatic ties betwesn both
aations were edtablished in 1058, since then Paleistan
and Echiopia have enjoved a cordial relationship and
made great progress on bilateral, regional, and inter-
national matfers and issmes.

Honomry Consul General of Ethiopia in Paks-
stan Thrahim Khalid Tawah has said that the direct
flights between Pakistan and Ethiopda will prove to
be a catalyst for enhancing economic and trade rela-
fions herween the twn countries

Tbrahim said that the inasnguration of the Ethi-
opian Embassy in Islamabad and the start of direct
Hights between the two countries will prove to be a
milestone n advancing diplomatic, sconomic, ml-
tural and people-to-people relations betwreen them

Addressmg a Palostan- Ethiopia Business Forem
on the occasion of the inanguraton of the Ethiopian
Embassy in [slamabad with the Ambassador of Ethi-
opia i Palastan JemalBeker Abdula and other digni-
taries, he said that in onder to increase the economic
coopention between Ethiopia and Pakistan, thres
basic factors are crizcial: promotion of economic co-
operation, promotion of trade and export and mum-
al Envestmant,

Thrahim Khalid said that the rals of Ethiopia
will be extremely important fior the promotion of
economic and trade relations with Pakistan in the
Abrcan refion, so the busmess comrmiimties of bath
couatnes carry a heavy responsibility to do their best
to promote miteal sconomic and trade cooperation.

He said that with the opening of the Ethiopian
embassy in Palistan and the start of direct flights, it
is clear that the economic and commercial cooper-
atiom betwesn the e countries s inevitable m the
Fotere and the rale of the osiness comomnity and
the chambers of commerce will be very important m
this regard. Wee need advanced planming and action-
able thinking,

Thrahim Khal:d said that under his leadershsp, a
Tl-member delegation of Pakistan! buismessmen vis-
ited Ethiopia where business meetings provided an
opportunity for the business commumites of both
sides [Dlmdcrslmdeadlaﬂ:m'mdwpuﬂi‘\! n-
dications for mutheal business on both sides.

He said that m the business delegation, businsss-
men and investoss from all majnr sectors of Palkistan
including textile, leather, IT, paper industry, pharma-
reutical and other sectors went to Ethiopia and had
Fnctfial mestings with busmessmen related (o thesr
sector and discussed fumire business plans

He said that there are hnge opportunities for Pa-
lestand businessmen in Ethsopia which they can take
full advantage of The Counsel General said that
Ethiopta will prove to be the gateway to Afnca for
Pakistan, which has economic growth at a mte of 6.1
percent, He said that Bthiopsa with a population of
120 millcon is the sccond largest market m Africa m
terzns of population, and this [arge mustial mardkeet of
350 mallion people combined with Pakistan's market
of 23 millcon people can bring economic benefits 1o
both countries. He said that Ethiopian Adrlmes is the
largest airbine in Africa, which has 170 internation-
al and &5 regaomal destinations, which can play its
role m connecting Pakistan to all African countries
and other destinations. Pakistan's Foreign Secretary
AsadMajeed EKhan praised Ethiopian Consal (Gen-
eral in Pakistan Bohem Khalid Tawab for his efforts
In mcTeass sconomic cooperation hetwreen the two
couninies. He sawd that such efforts should be contine
ved for the develogmment of deeper relations befween
the two countries in future

JemalBekerihduls, Ambassador of Ethioma
to Paleistan reiterated that they would continne to
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Free download: Tlare.pk

FLARE REPOR]

lithiopia, Pakistan

agree to enhance
ties in trade, science,

education

Thizcoope iunmmnh ruc ld]llTlpt rtanceforestablishingaframework
to increase cooperation in scienee, technology, engineering, and
education for mutual benefit and |wm=r~ful purposes between the

seiencee and education communities

= in both countries

play a role in further improving business relations
betereen both countries. Minister of State for Inno-
vation and Technology of Ethiopia DeFoziva Amin
saud that vixit of the Ethiopian delegation to Fakastan
wottld comtribuate to firther strengrhening trade tie=s
between both countries. She said that there are wast
opportunities for cooperation betwesn both coun-
tries m vanious felds includmg sconcany, IT, scence
and technology. She stressed the need for taking full
benefit of them as Pakistan is an important country
for Ethiopia in South fAsia due to its geographical
location and similarly, Ethiopia is a gateway for Pa-
koistan to Africa. She said this while addressing a lun-
cheon reception hosted by Engineer Azharul Islam
Zafar, Vice President, [OCT in honour of the visitimg
F!h:ia]:'iﬂn d.l:lr.ﬂn‘l:im.

South Asian and Central Asian countries. He sad
that hath coumntries showld malke joint efforts for eco-
nomic integration and participation in regional and
global econcmic and trade acthnties,

Jemal Beker Abdula, Ambastador of Ethdopsa
to Pakistan said that the start of direct flights by the
Ethiopian audme with Pakistan would be helpful
i insprowing busness and Brvestment selations be-
tween the two countries. EngrAzharul Islam Zafar,
Vice Prestdemt [ICCI sazd that both couninies can
cooperale m textiles, agriculmre, constriuction and
many other fields. He termed the opening of a full-
fledged Ethiopian embassy in Falostan and the start
of direct flights as a welcome development.

Ehalid [qbal Malik, former President and Group
Leader highlighted the imvestment potential for Eih-

IhFoxtya Amin  said
that women bhave an im-
partant role m the sconom-

Ethiopia will prove to be the

opia n Palastan's towurism

The Counsel General said that sector and stressed that they

should take full advantage

ic development of a country af it.
mdlpprrnurodmrrdt Fa- iiarnn i AP For Paleiats Zafar Bakhtawar,
women. 1 playing SATEWAY L0 Africa for Pakistan, Rl i

n varows Gelds inchading\hjh has economic growth at gty Genenl UBG said

business and economy

Speakmg on the occa-
sion President [OCT Ahsan

rate of G.] percent

that Ethiopia 15 a growing
economy and the start of

Fafar Bakhtawan waad that Ethiopia should play its
role to get an ohserver siate status for Palastan m the
Adfrican Union. He said that the Afican Union is a
strong forum of the African nations and being an ob-
server stale, Palictan can play its role m developmg

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

direct flights to Pakistan
wonld help both countnies to further strengthen
ecoreomic Tues,

Minister af State for Foreign Affairs HinaHah-
baniKhar along with her Ethiopian counterpart Mis-
gamiirega maugurated the opening of the Embassy
of Ethiopia m Islamabad =
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Despite

Social media deeply penetrated
into travel industry of Pakistan

a number ol benelits that social media olfers, there are
still challenges and H|1}}f'lI'LLI|]ilit"-' which this media is presenting
o the travel industry in Pakistan.

“As social media penetration

rapidly enhanced in Pakistan, many ol the early challenges are
no longer relevant, as such they are taking new forms almost on a

monthly hasis,

" said Molib Hassan

ocial media has revolutionized the way we

lrvm, work, and connect with sach other, And

wiken it comes to travel, this fact has a pro-

found smpact on the way people plan, book,

and expenence ther fnps. From dscovenng new des-

tmations o Endmg the best deals, social media has

become an mdispensahle tool for travellers of all ages
and

In Pakistan, social media has played a key role

in promoting tounsm and highbightmg the beauty of

our counéry to a wider audience. Platforms like Ins-

tagram, Facebook, and Titok have given a safe ha-

ven to ravellens of all walks of life, from individizal

pvers sharing fummy videos to goided tours of exotic

and unique destinatsons on Hevge (now defonct). As

a resualt, more destinations have been rediscovered by

votue of social medsa which has led to a wider diversi-

ty of travel experiences even by those who are regular

travellers. More boittigiie hotels, lilkée higiiry glampmg,
v spriing By m the ualileeliest and remotest of plac-
e4, such as the Decssi Plains, Wadi Bum, snd sy
more.

But social media has not cnby impacted the way
people travel, it has also changed the way they plan
and book ther trops. Compamies like Sastatichket ple
customers and promote their services. According to
dohib Hasan, CO0 of Sastaticlest ple “At Sastatick-
et we mtilize social media platforems to different effects.
The fiest nse case is to help customers with any prob-
om Facebook, Instagram, and even Whats App to hawve
phk also ees social media to promote mew routes, new
The company mas weekiy giveaways and highlights

the expenences of its customers as well, On LinkedIn,
the Cotrspany p:'m:anl}' nses the plalfm—n: for recrdt-
ment, highlighting its company ouliure, displaying the
latest advenhares of s mbernal adventure chob, and
highlighting the centriburions its leaders and tesm
members make to make the trave]l booking casy for
all
Dlespite a mmber of benefits thar socal media
offers, there are still challenges and opportunities pre-
sented by this media to the travve] mdustry in Pakistan,
“As social media penetration rapidly enhanced in Pa-
kzstan, many of the cary challenges are no longer pel-
evant as sach they are talong new forms almost on a
manthhy basis " said Mobib Hassan, “The commmnity
has mnch to learn and progress, and it has been heart-
| eming to see our social
media users increase
their enderstanding of
the platform, trying ot
unigue types of content
gcnemation amongst a
host of opportunitizs
| bemg leveraged.”
Cne of the bigges:
¥ challenges that social
media presents i the
T prevalence  of  falke
news and the need to constantly monttor the onlme
reputation. of companics. However, the benefits of
social media far outwesgh the challenges, and com-
panies ke Sastaticket pic are committed (o using it to
prowide their customers with the best possible travel
expenence. “We belisve that social media is a pow-
erful tonl 1o connedt wAth our customers and engage
weith them on & deeper level" 2aid Mohih Hasssn
“It allorers us to address their quenizs and concerns in
real-time and provade them with a seamless boolong

EXpericIe.

Social media has opened up new opportunibies
for the Eravel m.n:!ns‘rr'r m Fal:'.ﬂa.n., andcun:rpﬁn:iu ke
Sastaticket ple aze leading the way in leveraging these
opporimities to promote tounsm and showcase the
b:au‘.h_{ af the coIniTy. With social media becrmgg

Social media a cornerstone of
modern digital de‘ke’[ll’l%m o

~ocial commeree refers o llu integration of ¢

commeree with

social media platforms, allowing customers to make purchases
directy from social media posts. This trend is set to become more
prevalent in 2024, with platforms like Instagram and Facebook
offering more features o facilitate social commeree

ocial media has become a cornerstone of

modern digital marketing, with businesses of

all sizes using these platforms to reach thesr

target andiemees and build brand swareness.
As we spproach 2004, several trends ase emerging
that are set to shape the fature of social media mar-
keting. Here are some of the key trends to watch sut
for. Video comtent has become increasingly popular
on socin] media in recent years, and this trend is set
to comtisute. Video comtent has been proven (o be
more engaging and effective at deiving comversions
than other fypes of content, such as text or images.
In 2024, businesses will need to prioritize creating
high-quality video content that is optimized for social
media plathorms Social commerce refers to the mee-
gration of ecommerce with social media pladorms,
allowing castomers to make purchases directly from

FACEROOR COMFLARFMAGAFINEQFFICIAL

social media posts, This trend is set to become mone
prevalent in 20024, with platforms like Instagram and
Facebook affering more features to facilitate social
commence. Businesses that embrace social commerce
wrll be able to aoffer a more streambined shopgeing ex-
perience to thedr cnstomers and drive mose sales.

Influsncer marketing has become a popular strat-
egy for businestes (0 reach therr target audience on
social media, Homever, in 2024, we can expect to see
the evolution of influsncer marketing as brands seek
1o work wath micre-miliiencers, who have smalles bt
mode engaged followings, and nano-influencers, who
have even smaller followings but are highly trosted by
their fallowers. These inflicncers may alse be mare
affordable for smaller usinesses.

Social medsa platforms have become an moreas-
mghy popular channel for customers to seck sepport

| TWITTER COMFLAREMAGAZIMNEFK |

will need to prionitize social media customer seTvice
to mmprove customer satisfactiom and lovalty This
may imvobve investing in Al-powered chatbots to
provide mstant support or hinng dedicated costomer
service staff to smemitor and respond to social media
messages, Emphasis on social media privacy, with
growing concerns around data privacy, socil media
platforms are under increased pressure o prnocize
privacy and tansparency. In 2024, we can expect o
see moze regulation and scrutny around how social
media platfrms collect and use user data. Businesses
will aeed to ersxre they are compliant with these reg-
ulations and pricntize transparency and ethical data

In conchnsinn, the fonre of social medis market-
ing k2 st b he dynamic and everswobnng, By keeping
an eye on emerging trends and adapting their strat-
egics accordingly, businesses can stay ahead of the
competition and contime to effectvely reach ther
target andiemce on social media. Whether it's imvest-
ing in wideo content, embracing social commerce, or
prionbizmg socal media customer service, businesses
st be prepared to adapt to the changing social me-
dia landscape in 2024 and beyond.
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ational Energy Eficiency and Conser-

vation Awthority (MEECA) is working

on a programme to replace the exist-

ing stock of old, tnefficient fans with
ensrgy-cficient fans with effect from July 1st on-
wards.

“The fan replacement programeme will target
three hers of the society incloding low-income
class average income/middle class and high-in-
come class,” said SabeihHaider, Director of Strat-
egy Management at NEECA

"Uader the Programasc, mechanisms such as
bill financing and casy installment loams will be
offered to facilitate the replacement of old fans for
each income group "™ Director of Strategy Man-
agement Office National Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Anthenity (NEECA) SabesthHaider
expresied these views while talling to the media.

NEECA has already informed the fan manm-
facturing frms to prepare for producing energy-cf-
ficient fans as per standards approved by Pakistan
Standard and Creality Contrel Auothority (PS0-
CA), The FSQCTA has also prepared a statutory
regulatory order (SRO) to legally bind the fan
manufacturers to produce such fans for the effec-
Live implementatian of energy efficiency and con-
servation imitiatives.

To make energy-cfficient fans affordable, a plan
15 under consideration to sell them in installments
o consnmers and cost may be recovered throngh
ele ctricity bills.

'If all the existing mefficient fans are replaced
with encrgy-efficient ones, it is expected that it will
help save Ks 70D billion annually, as the energy-ef-
fictent fans will consume about 40 to 60 watts of
electricity compared to the old ones consuming
ahout 120 o 130 wates of electricity,” Sabeih said,

He zaid a han wnill be impozed on the mana-
facturing of electrical fans with an energy efficien-
cy rate of [ess than 90%, and only the fans with
an energy effciency rate of more than M5 will
be allowed. The most energy-cfficient fans hawe a
three-star energy rabing from WEECA, and such
fans are specially designed with energy efficiency
and high performance.

"Energy efficiency and conservation had been
neglected in Pakistan for decades as the planners
mosthy focused on adding generation capacity eath-
er than working on reducing the enesgy demand ”
said Mustafa Abdullah, a solar and wind project
deweloper and Chief Executive Officer (CEQ) of
Moro Power Company Private Limited

He zaid energy efficiency and conservation can
provide highly impactful and cost-effective solu-
Homs to quickly respond to enetgy crises. Given
the h:ig!l. energy mlemsily of Pakistan's ECOnOmy
and the emerging energy efficiency market, there
15 a huge scope for demand-side improvement

}\:cﬁrding_ lo eneTgy experis, if 1the :r'_llu:.g
high electmicity consumption fans are replaced
by emergy-efficient fans, it can redoce power
load-shedding 1o a constderable level.

The government's initiative of banning con-
ventional fans is expected

Fres download: Tlare.pk
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Plan to install energy-

efficient

fans from

July to save Rs 700

billion annually

Ban will be imposed on the manufacturing of electrical fans
with an energy efficiency rate of less than 90%, and only the fans

with an energy effliciency rate of more than 90% will be allowed,
The most energy-efficient fans have a three-star energy rating

from NEECA, and such lfans are specially designed with energy

elTicieney and high performanee

Lalrels,

Sales Officer of Pak Fans Sohail Saced said
"Our company has been producing energy-eff-
cicot fans for the [ast two years. The resurgence
of [nad-shedding [power cuts] has alse underined

to bowost the manufactur-
ing of international stan-
dard energy-efficient fans
which wall pave the way
for enhancing exports.
"By bmding the local
manufacturers o produce
energy-cfficient fans as
per  intermatiomal  stan-

dazds, we will be able

To make energy-efficient lans
alfordable, a plan is under
consideration to =ell them in
installiments to consumers and
co=l may be recovered through

electricity hills

the need for the manufac-
tare of energy-cfficieat
imverter fans.”
"Currently, the ener-
gycfiicient fans consti-
tute a small portion of
the total national produc-
tion but their production
is gradually increasing
The govermment's plan
to ban the production of

to save clectricity. This
mitiative will also boost
fan cxports to the inlcrnational market," Sabhea-
hHaiderd sazd.

As per NEECA, the production and purchase
of traditional fans will stop Fom July this year in
order to save electricity under the snsrgy conserva-
ticm plan. WEECA has been tasked with ensunng
the production of low energy-consuming fans re-
quiring 40 to 60 watts

Presently, 71 mamufacturers with a total of 37
models have qualified for 3-51ar Pakistan Energy

FACERCOE COMFLAREMAGAFINECQFFICIAL

high electricity comsum-
ing fans has alse contributed towards boosting the
production of energy-eficient fams.”

Sobail further said, "Intially, the production
of ener g}'—rﬂ_'.ri.:u'[ imwerter [ans was slow but now
it has paced up, as they are more in demand com-
pared to the comvenhonal fans.

Explaining the procedure for WEECA certifs-
cation, he said the applicants {fan mamufacturers)
nesd to send thesr samples to the pocredsted lab-
aratory. The lab tests the product in accordance
with the set standards and submits a report to the

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGATINEFK |

NEECA whick gives a rating oo the basis of the
report,

"The higher the number of stars, the better the
quality and ezergy cHicicncy of the fan, The three-
star enetgy efficiency rating is the highest industry
standard ™ he added.

Pak Fans produce 3-star WEECA-certified fans
between 30 to 63 watts whereas conventicnal fans
use over 15 wans. The price of a §5-wat encrgy-ef-
ficient fan is Bs®,000 while the conventional fan is
scld at Rl 700

“Al present, Pak Fans manofactures 60 percent
comwentional and 40 percent imwverter technology
and solar fans. We are not sure what will happen
1o the current stock of copventional fans in the
market and the mammfacturers once the ban pets
implemented,” he added

Rq:ly:i.ug 1o & query, he said the NEECA-cer-
tified enmergy-efficient fans wers mofe in demand.
“W'e may start sxporting such energy-efficient fans
in futuse but r.'l.u'.rr.ul'Jy WT arc CJEFEJ?'LELI.H_ bath con-
ventional and solar fans ® he added.

[t is pertinent to menbon that the gap between
the power supply and demand is arownd 5,000
5,500 megawatts. In view of the persistent ener-
gv cnisis, the government has embarked upon an
energy conservation plan and the manufacture of
energy-cificient fans is part of the plan. =
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Diamond features
(Queen Camilla necklace
at King’s coronation

The Lahore Diamond holds a rich history, onee as part of the

Lahore Treasure in what is now
colonization in 18449, the diamond

the Punjab region. After British
was presented o Queen Vietoria

in 8531 and became a cherished possession, prominently worn as

a necklace in her Diamond Jubilee portraits

uring the recent coronation ceremony,

Queen Camills adorned hersell with

a significant neckdace known as “the

Coronation Mecklace,” Onginally craft-
ed for Queen Victoria in 1858, this exguisite picce
showcases a remarkable collection of 26 diamonds,
wcluding the Labore diamond, a magmificent
22 48 carat ]_.Ic.ulln.'l:.l!.

The necldace’s captivating story traces back to
the Bntish mwmsion of the Lahore Fort in 1842,
where they uncovered the hidden treasures of the
“Ioshalkhana " Thess treasures, which remain rela-
trvely nunknoem to the Subcontmentalcommmunity,
ncluded bags of dismonds, gharrasof gold jew-
ellery, precious stones, cashmere shawls, and rel-
irs associated wath the Holy Prophet Mohammad
(FELTH)

Dr John Login, the fort's administrator, diligent-
by catalogued thess treasures, although ther true
extent in terms of guantity and quality remains un-
certain. It 15 likely that many of these items are nowr
held in priwate collections or were undocumented
at the time.

The dinmonds seized dunng the fort inwsion
were subsequently used to cyeate this extraordinary
necklace, giving it its name. Today, it stands as one
of the world's most valuable and expensive pieces
of jewellery, offering us a glimpse wnto its Inmpung
ofigim

The Labore Diamond holds a nich hestory, once
as part of the Lahore Treasure mn what is pow the
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Pumjab region. After Brtish colomization in 1849,
the diamand was presented to Queen Victona in
LB5] and became a cherished possession, promi-
nently worn as a necklace in har Dhamond Tubiles
poriraits.

Crer the years, the Coronation Necklace played
a stgnsficant role tn ¥anons coropanon ceremonies
Queen Alemandra wore it dunng her coronation in

1902, followed by (ueen Mary in 1911 and Cueen

lx adorned the ilustrious Cosen Mary's Crom
This remarkable tiara, adorned with an astonish-
ing 2,200 diamaonds, was onginally created for ber
great-grandmother, Cueen Mary, in 1911 to com-
memorate the coronation of King Geonge V.

The historical significance of these regal jewoels
added an extra touch of grandeus to the recent cor-
onation, symbalizing a new chapter in the monar-
chy's dlnetricms history.

The UK's Pakistan Network, supported by the
Britsh Council and the GREAT campaign, has
marked the coronation of their !‘vr[njr;ﬁ.c:. K‘D.IE
Charles [IT and Jueen Camilla in style with a series
of events

The Britith I'Ill._l;l:l Commizsion in Islamabad
hosted a black-tie ball, whilst the Depury High
Commission tn Karachi held a traditional garden
party, said a news release.

To reflact King Charles’s passion for youth de-
velopment, hath eventz were themed around the
Commonwealth's 'Year of Yooth' campaign and
azmed to spothight the many opportunsties on offer
Lo young Pakostanis via the 'Commonwealth Youth
Programme’.

Acting Brtish High Commissioner, Andrew
Dalgleish, on the occaston said, “COheer 60 percent
of the Commeonwealth's population are under 30,
some 1.5bm people. In Pakistan around 63 percent
of the population is between 15 and 33 years old.
For futase stability and sustainable growth, we need
to ensare that these young people are properly en-
gaged with decision-malking PIOCESEES that will af.
fect their futures, and are equipped with the skills
and the opportunities to maks a difference”,

With a focus on young people and Commaon-
wealth mstiatives, goests at both events included:
Commonwealth Athletes, Commonwealth Corre-
sp\:lnd.rr.[:, Commonwealth Youth Council Mem-
bers, individuals from the (ueen's Commaonwealth
Trust Fakistan Chapter and young entrepreneurs
from the Prmce's Trast, amongst others.

Meanwhile, members of stalf from the Botash
High Commission and British Councl m Islam-
abad as well as the Deputy High Commission in
Karach: tock part in the "Big Help Out'. A UK mi-

Mother Elizabeth m 1037

Evea Queen Ehzabetn | Uring the recent coronaltion

herself chose this neck-
lace, mlong with s match-
ing earrings, o grace her
Coromation Dlay m 1953
Throughout  her  reigm,
Queen Elizabeth contimied
to wear this remarcable
jewellery  set for  special
occasions, including state

dinmers,
Tfl':mrq; the recent cor-
onation at  Westminstes

Abbey, King Charles assumed the role of monarch
following Oueen Elizabeth's passing, officially
declaring Cueen Camdlla as his Queen Consost.
Cueen Camilla radiated elegance in a sunning cor-
onation dress designed by Bruce (dfi=ld, comple-
memnted by bespoke shoes crafted by British design-
er Eliot Zed, using the same silk fabric as her dress.

For the cowning moment, Queen Camuil-

| TWITTER COM/FLAREMAGAFINEPK

at Westminster Abbey, King
Charles assumed the role of
monarch following Queen

Elizabeth's passing, officially

Cueen Consort

tiatve designed 1o mark
the Coronation by encour-
aging people to get together
and volunteer 1o brng ben.
efit to their local comomumni-
Hes,

In Islamakad, UK staff,
supported by Chevening
Alumni and members of

Gty Development

declaring Queen Camilla as his Asthority, wluateered to

beautify a section of the
Bose and Jasmin Garden,
now  oamed “'Common-
wealth Comer’, by instalhing two new park benches
and planting 56 trees, one for each Commonwealth
Naticn. Whilst in Karachi, Deputy High Commis-
sioner, Sarah Mooney and Deputy Head of Mis-
sion, Martin Dawson, took part in the creation of
another ‘Commonwealth Comer’, planting 56 trees
in Salman Farsi Park in an svent organized by Ka-
rachi Commissioner, Muhammed Ighal Memon. »
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Jazz Game Now and FreeFireaward RZX x
Legacy PKR 1 million for qualifying for the FFSI

Islamabad: Game Now,
Jazi's online eSports platform,
m collabomation with FreeFire,
a world-famons multiplayer
battle: riyale mobile game by
Garena, has awarded FEKR 1|
million to RZX x Legacy, the
winming team from Pakistan to
celebrate irs qualification into
the FreeFire SEA Invitational
(FFSI) 2023

Game Mow and FreeFire
hawve collaborated to hand out a
ponl prize money of PER |
million o BZX x Legacy
which won the month-long
qualification rounds in Pak-
istan from among 1,152 local
teams and qualified as one of
the 18 teams to compete glob-
ally in the FFS1

The upcoming tournament
willl be hosted from: [2th May

to 28th May in Thailand, and

the team will beave for Thadland

later this weck
Speaking  at

the ewvent,

CRE YELEH
EHPEER fuL Y

Jazz is committed to creating
andd bolstering avenses of digi-
tal growth in Pakistan. For Pak-
istam mm 2023 alone, the revemue

Kazim Mujtaba, Chief Com-
mercial Officer at Jazz, said,
“As a digital-fist company,

in the onlime gaming market is
estimated to reach over $46
muillion, and by 2027 this value

i& predicted at mearly 573 mil-
lion. These numbers indicate
locramve global opportanities
for our youth and a tremen-
dous potential for economic
uwplift, and Jazz is determined
o hebp materialize this through
Game Mow."

Expressing similar zest,
Falak Gondal, Partnerships
Manager at FreeFire, said,
“The ghobal online gaming in-
dustry Is expected to reich a
value of over $32.5 billion by
2027, We are delighted to hiost
this celebmtory event with fazz
Game Now, to recognize the
bnlliant gaming talent of Pak-
istan and help pave the way for
future gamers in the country.
This parimership 15 our token of
support for the focal gaming
ecosystem and is abmed at fos

tering a thriving gaming oulmne
whiere hocal ralent is showeased
on the world stage."

Syed  Arsalan  Camar,
Stream Head Gaming and e5-
poris at Jazz, also highlighted
the immense potential of this
digital segment saying, “The
popularity of eSports in Pak-
istan calls for rapid dewelop-
ment in the sector and Jazz is
excited to play a trailblazing
role m unlocking this digital
achievement."

Jazz Game Now has been
instrumental in supporTing on-
line gamers in Pakastan to com-
pete  globally,. Through chis
wnmtwaiive, lazz i delivenng on
United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) 9

Industry, Innovation and In-
frastructune. »

Ufone 4G and Pakistan Polio Programme join hands for polio
eradication in Pakistan

Islamabad: Ufone 4G, a
Pakistani Telecommunication
Company, has embarked on a
shared initiative with the
Folio Eradication Inmitiative
(PEI} in Pakistan to raise
awareness amongst the cit-
zens regarding the impor-
tance of pole eradication
:hrnugk vacenanon, In pur-
sunt of this mission, Ufone
40 has launched an extensive
SMS broadcast across the dis-
tricts of Khyber
FPakhtunkhwa (KPE), South
EFPEK. Balochistan, Sindh,
Punjab and Islamabad, ensue-
ing that the message reaches
far across Pakiscan,

Ufone 40 exemplifies a
firm dedication to promaoting
transformative change in so-

CIETY. ‘Tf:ll; '-':u"{“:;l.rin-n drwl;

by the Polio Programme is
scheduled to commence on
May 15, 2023, This imnanwe

reflects Ufone 4G's conmmat-
ment 10 go above and beyond
not just as a telecom service
provider but also by promot-
ing social welfare and making

a positive impact by tailoring
If5 inifiatives (o meet commu-
nity needs,

1]

Speaking about the initia-
uve, Syed Auf Raza, Chief
Marketng Officer, Ufone 4G,
said, "Being a Pakistani and
i :\'."l."i'd”:f rv;ruﬁhil,‘ile; O -

pany, Ufone 4G chrough its
collaboration with the Polio
Programme strives 1o ensure
that every child receives es-
semitial ].'1U|Il'.l viccmation i
the country. Through our
joint campaigns., CoOmmunity
outreach programs and wide-
spread network., we aim fo
disseminate oOur  meisage
throughout Pakistan. Ohr ob-
JeCIive 15 [0 CTeAle AWATENESS
and Foster a sense of urgency
regarding the importance of
polio waccination. Further-
more, by working hand
hand with the Polio Pro-
gramme, we endeavor fo
eliminate polio and safeguard
the kealth, well-being and the
future of children in our soc-
ety.”

Also ::.l-.:lr'ir.h'. his r:‘li,ltlﬂhfh

Drr. Shahzad Baig, the Ma-
tional Coordinator of the MNa-
tional Emergency Operanons
Centre (MNEOQOC)said, “The
Polio Frogramme is glad to
partner with Ufone 4G in our
fight against polio. Together,
we'll use Ufone's 4G nerwork
to spread our message n
every corner of the country
By pooling our resources and
expertise, we're commirned o
leaving no stone unturned in
our quest for a polio-free fu-
ture for ewery child in Pak-
istan.”

With a decp commirment
to the well-being of individu-
als, Ufone 4G endeavors 1o be
a shining example of unwa-
venng determimation  and
bring a positive change in the
|i1.'|,':j l_l" plrchl-q: I.,?II Pakistan, =

TECNO Mobile reduces prices for its customers in Pakistan

Lahore: TECNO Mobile, a
leading mobile phone brand in
Pakistan, has raken a step o
ahow irs strong commitment
w1 Joyal customers by reduc-
ing the prices of some of its
popular models  includes
Camon 19 Neo, Spark 8c,
Pova Meo, Pop 5§ LTE in the
market,

The Camon 19 Neo, previ-
ously oftered at rupees 57 999,
is now available for oaly
44,999, Similarly, the Spark
BC has now been reduced o
rupess 26,999 from its previ-
ous price of 43,999, The Fova
Meo phone is now offered at a
price of 34,999 instead of the
previous  price of 43 999,
Lastly, the POP 5 LTE, previ-
ously preced at rupees 3I,99%9,
is now available for only
24 999

TECNO

TECMNO Announces Significant
Price Reductions Across its Smartphone Range

TECHNO has always been
dedicated (o offering its users
the best possible mobile phone
experience ar an affordable
price. By lowering s mobile
phome prices, TECHC Mobdle
ensures that its customers can
continue o wuse their favourite
brand's devices without worry-
ing abour economic hardships,

Kelvin Zeng, CEQ of
TECHNO Pakistan, stated: "At
TECHNO, we understand the
challenges that our customess
are facing in these uncertain
times, and we are committed
to providing them with afford-
able, high-quality products.
Cur decision o reduce the
prices of our popular models
reflects owr commitment o
our customers and our willing-
ness to go the extra mile o
make them happy.” =
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Pakistan, Russia celebrate 75 years of

Moscow; Speakers includ-
ing Pakistani Senators, former
Pakistani ambassador, think
tanks representatives, current
Bussian Ambassador to Pak-
istan and Fussian scholars at
a conference held at Moscow
tracing the 75 years history of
relations between Pakistan and
Russan laucled the current pos-
itive trajectory of bilareral rela-
tions and emphasised thewr
imporance for regional stabil-
ity

To commemorate the 75th
anniversary of establishment
of Diplomatic relations be-
tween Pakistan and Russa, the
Institute of Oriental Stmdies in
collaboration with Pakistan

= .
Embassy organized o two-day
international conference on
May 22-23 in Moscow

Pakistan's Senators Mr
Wialeed Igbal and Mr, Anwar
ul Hag Kakar co-chared first
day of the conference

diplomatic ties

i LE 1

The participants of the oon-
ference noted growth of bilat-
el relations in diplomatic and

economic domains . Various
ideas fur further strengthening
this mmporant  relatsonship
were also discussed,

Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sved, Former Pakistan A mbas.
sador Chaxi Khaliluflah and
representatves of a mumber of
Pakestan based think tanks par-
ticipated online. Russian Am-
bassador to Pakistam H.E,
Dranila ¥, Gamich, deliversd his
statement online.

Director of the Institute
FProf, Alikber K. Alikberow,
Prof D, Yyacheslavy ¥. Be-
lokrenitsky and Dr, Deputy
Dhrector Vasily A, Kurnetsoy
also presented their analysis of
the relations between the twe
countres. Rossian experts on
Pakiztan alio Flﬂéwnln! their
views on the grivwing Pakistan-
Russia relations. »

Easy access
hensive guide

Lahare: The advancement
of techoelogy has h:\l,lu;..';hl
about a significant shift in our
way of living, with smart-
phnm‘:s '!‘x:u;ml‘li:lg an m.‘lis:pa:.n
sable part of ouwr daily routines.
We rely on our smartphones for
a variety of tasks, from staying
in touch with loved ones and
colleagues to accessing infor-
mation and completing every-
day tasks. However, providing
the most advanced smart-
pleones can never be enough For
a scamnless user expenicnce. This
is where vive's CUSmET service
team comies in — provading the
st possible support and guid-
AMCE 10 D5 CUSIOmETS.

Asa leading brand in the in-

to exceptional customer support: A compre-
to vivo's commitment to customer satisfaction

dustry, vivo prioritizes deliver-
ing I."J:I."‘l:pril.,'ll“l.il.l CLSIEIET SETV-
ice that meets and exceeds the

customers expectations. The
brand understands that cus
twrmer satisfaction and truss arc
vital to its success and takes
pride in providing proactive so-
lutions by anticipating its cus-
THNCrs’ neods.

vive's team of experts is al-

ways on standby o provide per-
sopalized support and Bwidance
— ensuring a smooth and has-
sle-free experience for users.
The brand bBelieves evesy cus
omer is unique and deserves
individual attention, so vivo
takes the tme o understand
their specific requirements and
offer tailored solutions that
cater o their peeds, The wln-
marte goal of the company s w0
build long-lasting relationships
with its customers by providing
cxocptional service at cwery
touch point, fostering trust, and
Lonylry.

wivo understands that life
can be unpredictable, and those
unexpecied SIruations can anse,

such as losing your smart-
phl_n'.u. The COMPENY ATME I
make its customeers' lives casier
by providing quick and comeen-
ient solwtions o their quenes,
no mafter how small or large.
vivo's FAQs page is a prime ex-
ample of this.

vivo understands the impor-
tance of communication,
which is why it makes itsell
available on Facchook and In-
stagram at Facebook and Insta-
gram, Purthermore, viver has a
dedicated WhatsApp chat ar
042-35710132 and a tol-free
ling ar OS00-D0111, available
from %:00AM co G:00FM,
address any querics for cus-
LomeTs, ®

PTCL Group celebrates the #TayyarHo anthem!

Islamabad: FTCL Group
(PTCL and Ufone 4G) has
launched it first ever Group
Anthem #TayyarHo showeas-
ing the employees’ commil-
ment [0 serve customess with
unparalleled caccllence.

The FTCL Group's new an-
them is more than just a song.
FTCL Group embarked on the
ETayyarHo pourney about a
year ago. What is TayyarHo? It
15 a call o acnon for the em-
plovees 1o build a comprehens
aive eoosystem ar PTCL Group
which will enable the company
tw deliver extmordinary solu-
Hons & experiences for i cus

Lomers.

Speaking on the occasion,
Group Chief People Officer,
Muhammad Shoaib Baig said,

*This anthem is a dynamic ex-
pression of our passion to de-

liver the best services &
cXpCriences t0 OUr CUSOMErs.

At the FTCL Group, we turn
challenges into our competi-
tive edge, drivimg Pakistan o-
wards a digitally connecied
futere, | am certain that this
anthem will inspire and ener-
glze ouT tcams further to grve
thewr best shot despite all
odds.”

PTCL and Ufone 4G is
comumntted (o fostenmg @ works
place that allows employees o
express theiwr malent for per-
sonal and professional saccess
and fulfilment, The anthem is
available on all FTCL and
Ufone 4G sonal media plat-
forms. =

Standard Chartered, Bll sign $40m risk-participation agreement

Islamabad: Standard Char-
tered Bank Pakistan Limired re-
cently signed an unfunded
Risk-Participation Agreement
with British International In-
vestment (B, the UK's devel-
opment finance institurion and
Impac imvestor, (o provide sup-
port to the microfinance sector
in Pakistan. Subject to authors-
sazion from the Sate Bank of
Pakistan, the two institutions
will enter imto a USD40 mullion

programme, under which BRI
will cover 50 per cent of Stan-
dard Chartered’s nisk on local
currency loans o the targer sec-
tor. The agreement was marked
by a signing ceremony in
Karachi 1o mark BIl's 75h an-
niversary. The DF1 also cele-
brated 35 vears and oves $£350
million worth of imestment in
Pakistan as well a5 a renewed
commitment to financial inclu-
5107 ®
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Akhuwat Founda-

tion, Beaconhouse

join hands for a
more eguitable so-

CIEW

Lahore Beaconhosse
Grroup educational institotions
and Akbwwat Foundation have
signed an Moll mw leverage
their respective strengths and
collaborate in their philan-
thropic efforts which inchade
collecting clothes, twoys, and
ather in-kind denations for the
less privileged

Unier this Mol the Bea-
conhouse Group will assist
Akhuwar Foundation by set-
tng op Akhuwat Clothes
Banks {ACE) at various Bea-
conhOouse Campuses across
Pakistan and will encourage its
faculty and student body vol
unteers to actively participate
in the fopndation's ongoing ef-
forts and initiatives aimed at
serving the less privileged
members of society. w

Foodpanda launches
Pandago

Karischi: Foodpanda, Pak-
istan's leading delvery plat-
form, has introduced Pandago
for consumers, an innovative
on-demand delivery service
tailored to cater to the evolv-
ing needs of consumers. Ini-
tally an exclosive B2B service,
Pandago now extends its ben-
efits o C2C deliveries, grant-
ing users seamless acvess to
Foodpanda's extensive rider
fleet for aifordable, anytime

dtl'n'ms.l
8 B
ML

by -

KE signs Mol for Two
B60MW coal plants
Karachi: K-Electric has
meked an (Mol with the Sindh,
Oracle Power, and PowerChina
for the potential development
of 2=e60 MW coal-fired power
project based on Thar coal.
KE was represenicd by
CEQ Moonzs Advi, while Sec-
retary Energy Abu  Bakar
Ahmed was present from the
Government of Sindh, CEO
Maheed Memon from Oracle
Power, and Cheng Chiang from
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UPaisa introduces digital QR code scan fea-
ture for hassle-free transactions

Islnmabad: In ling with its
commimment to  providing
high-gquality user journeys,
UPaisa has introduced an in-
nowative QR Code 5can fea
ture on &is digral app to bring
unprecedenied ease and con-
venienoe io s users. The inno-
vative upgrade simplifies
financial iransactions and en-
hances the uzability of finan-
cial technology for a larger
section of the population.

UPaisa is one of the most
trusted financial brands when
it corRes o ease of access, se-
curity, and relability and the

new  innovative [Eature ens
hances user-friendliness of the

with the need for manual data
and informarion eniry. Going

‘.

aur ba-asani

Diosring | Fpma A b
=y

paisay send aur receive karo
kabhi bhi kaheen bhi

app manifilds by doing away

Foreard, UPaisa users will just

need o scan the recipient’s
QR Code and transfer funds in
a secure and hassle-free man-
e,

The fearure also allows
UPaisa osers to create, save
and share their QR codes with
other users, enabling easy fund
mransfers with just a simple
scan, UPai i availlable po sl
data users, who can dowmnload
and install the app from Flay
Store oF App Store and st
using it right away to expert-
ence #witt and convenient b
npancial trnsactiond. Ufone
AG users can also acoess the

feature by simply dialing
*TH6H From their handsets.

UPaisa constantly inno-
vates and imvests significantly
in the modernization of its
servioes and infrastructure o
deliver o superior user experi-
ence 0 {5 customers. Apart
from its core operations, the
platform has been instromen.
@l in fostering the financial in-
clusion of unserved and
underserved communites o
Pakdstan, therehy opening new
avenues for their sochoeco-
nomic integration aad devel-
opment. ‘s

Zong 4G partners with Allied Rental
Modaraba known for Caterpillar

Islamabad '}'.l'mg 4G, one
of Pakistan's leading telecom-
muniCations networks,  his
parinered with Allied Rental
Muodaraba Caterpillar, a
leading equipment and ma-
chinery rental provider in Pak-

astan, o e_[lrvrl-up 5}'r|g:l'y_;i<‘s for
commuaication services and
gt sohetions.

The parnership aims 10
pave the way for digital rrans-
formation m Pakistan's manu-
Facturing, logistes, and energy

Delegation
from Coca-Cola

Eurasia & ME
visits Pakistan

P

Islamakad: A deleganon of
Cowa-Cola visited [slamabad

o strengthen the relationship
with ds vast nerwork of part-
ners and government, Governe
ment mestangs wers ilso held
with Tarig Pasha, Special Ad-
vizos 1o FM on Fevenue, Asad
Rehman Geillani, Federal Sec.
retary, Bol and other key degs
sion-makers. They discussed
the current madTo-economic
challerges, investment fime-
lines and policies.s

NTAL MODARABA - CATERPILLA|

LECIOTE

Under the contract and
Mol signed by both parties,
Fong 40 will provide all aec
essary support o Alhed Kental
Maodaraba Caterpillar 1o
bring diversiry and advance.

ment o Pakistan's industrial
landscape through digitaliza-
tron.

The parnership will lead
o the development of joint
ventures in the arcis of digmal
and Saald solutions, creaung

neEw apportuniies for Rh:l‘d\.'lh
and mnovation

Commenting on the part-
nership, the spokesperson for
Zomg 40 said, “We are
plessed 1o collaborate with Al-
lied Rencal Modaraba — Cater-
pillar to bring digital solutions
10 Pakistans manuefactunng,
logistics, and energy sectors
Char partnership will help in
creating new business oppor-
menities, improving productiv-
ity, and drving economic
growth in the country.”

“As a leading relecommu-
mications network, we are
committed to providing our
customers with the latest tech-
nologes and digital solutions
10 help them stay ahead of the
compaetition.”

The parmership between
Zomg 4G and Allied Reneal
Modaraba - Caterpillar is a
significant step towarnds dygital
transformation and innovation

PITB launches

Bizlinks in col-

laboration with tech industry

Lahore: Fartnermyg with the
tech leaders in the privane sec-
tor to improwe the digital Foot-
prnt of Fakistan and [T

r:ipq,‘lr‘.a bt ||'|:: u1!d|:‘r|}".u)|_ 5pir_r
behind the Punjab Information

Technology Board's (PTTB) lat-
est initatrve, 'BrzLinks',

The nitiative 15 4 major
step forward twards collabo-
ritrve engagement with tech
leaders through strategs: part-
nerships and jointly exploring
business opportunities naton-

JazzCash, CBA join hands to promote digital
financial services

Islamabad: JazzCash and
Community Business Agent
(CHA) have formed a partner-
ship wo provide Cash-In and
Cash-Cut  services o Jaz-
zCash customers through
CHBA's retail network. This
collaboration is expected to
have a significant impact on
the digital financial services
ndustry n Pakistan, making
it more convenient and accoes-
sible for customers.

Jazz(Cash is a lcading mo-
bale waller and branchless
banking services provider
with a significant market
share in mobile monew actrv-
Ly n Pakistam.
jazzcash. com,pk

Meanwhile, CBA 15 the
couniry's largest diygital dastr-
bution platform. promoting
micro-entreprencurship in the
couniry. cha com.pk

The CEO of CBA, Ghaz-

FACEBOOK COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

anfar Ali Khan, smphasized
the company's commitment
o elevating micro-enirepre-

neurship and helping small
a&nd medinm-sized enterprises
[SME=) to scale upwands and
wchieve financial sustamabal-
ity. He underscored CBA's
dedication to continuous im-
provement, innovation, and
collaboration 10 play a more
significant and impactful role
mn the mndustry.

This partnership is a sig-
nificant step towards promaot-
ing financial inclusion in
FPakistan. By joining forces,

TWITTER.COM,/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

these two leading companiss
are making it easier for people
o access and use digital fi-
nancial services, which will
positively impact ther hives,

Mr. Murtaza AbL. the
Head of Jazz€ash, speaking
at the occasion highlighted
the importance of sErategic
partnerships in bullding new
verticals and avenwes that will
result in building an €cosys-
tem for payments. This part-
nership will provide access
and ease of payments for Jaz-
ciCazh customers, comtribust-
g significantly to digi:al
financial inclusion n the
COUNLTY.

We are excited 1o witness
the impact of this partmership
on the industry and anhczpate
more collaborations that will
bring greater financial em-
powerment o people across
Pakistan."s

wide and globally. In this re-
gard, PITB Charman Faisal
Yousaf hosted an event at Arfa
Software Technology Park
(ASTF) that included leading
players from the [T industry

and members of the public sec-
tor

A special portal was also
launched during the event
which showcases PITE s prod-
ucts and  services and the
signup facility for interested
partners.m

Karandaaz Pak-
istan partners
with Foodpanda

[ —1 -

| =
Islamabad: Kamndaaz Pak-
san & Foodpanda sgned an
Mol which aimed o increase fi-
nancial inchusion in country by
faclitaring the onboanding of cus-
rorrers, who e habwiual wsess of
the Cash on Delrvery ophon
winle ordenng through the Food-
panda app. to digital payment op-
tioes like mobie wallets, RAAST
D and debiz or credi cands
Crorvad-19 sped up move owands
dymtalsaton, and countnes with
better dygital payment systems
did better dunng the crisis than
those that were slower to adopt
it technokopes. m
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,26,600

I 4 % 714 % B.1mm
(8.67 % 281 w632 )
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Semart bk Dippn i arvsifing A6 10 the muotibst ioon. The Chiness
mangteciar Dops & wiing on § cew wnaniphons for it A

werm The upzemng new Rarchar wel be a md-rasgar arse i el
ez bgsarchiasd in Keslayils. The roscomer wdl e named Dgpo ATR

The Cifiing WmaIpioes Wil be siwered by the Sudlisms
SAMLITS Snapriragon 080 8T (8 nm chiget, Tl W @ pewerful
shépsat That is used i upper-clas Randists. The Oppa’s A76 with
i procowni will provids B uier with powerfl reasts. The
prartphons nat got 8 2.4 GHz Doa-Core procssior anoer The
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Redmi Al+
(2GB- 32GH)

Dlsplay: 6.52" HD+ Dot Drop display
Processor: MediaTek Helio A22

Rear Camera: 8MP main camera
Battery: 5000mAh (typ)

Charging: 10W fast charging
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Nokia C1
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Redmi 10A
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CAMON 18 Premier
RAs: 59 9989

Tacess Camisy 18 Fromies - Sd-Ranger 07 Th Teonn
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Tacrvs i werking 60 @ maw Camen 18 which has get &
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on

Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business Bral “

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore, Telacoiidiaiing i

Head Office; 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi A1 Plus

8MP dual camera
Fingerprint sensor

gMPp | 44

SMP | camens Huge 5000mAh (typ) Powerful and efficient  Rear fingerprint
battery processor sensor
10W in-box charger Supports expandable storage .

Redmi Pad

All in one, pad for fun

90Hz buttery smooth display
High-performance MediaTek Helio G99
Long-lasting 8000mAh (typ) battery
Flagship-level unibody design

90Hz
‘ Buttery smooth Bm mah m} B M P
10.61" display R Long-lasting battery Main camera

8MP

Centered ultra-wide
front camera

. p"-.---.iq;-p;q-l-

18W 22.5W

Fast charging In-box charger

High-performance Flagship-level
MediaTek Helio G99 unibody design

&nm advanced process Sleek and stylish
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