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l.ditor’s
Note

[ts time for
philanthropists
to save
humanity

The preceding government of Shehbaz Sharif at the fag
end, reached anti-masses conditions with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to get a bailout of three billion dollars
over the next nine months without taking into account the poor
financial health of over 95 percent of people of Pakistan, of
them around 60 percent is living below the poverty line. The
current caretakers have so far, also not showed much interested
in providing any relief to the masses without seeking prior
consent from the Fund.

If there is it is now the time for philanthropists to help out
the white-collar people who do not ask anybody to give some
money to survive as they are unable to pay utility bills, children'’s
school fees and even run the kitchen in the unbearable inflation
and price-hike because the government hands up to help the
starvation-hit people.

Many organizations offer free meals as a form of charity,
known locally as ‘dastarkhwans’. In these hard times of
poverty, unemployment, and low wages amid escalating rates
of inflation, the poor people are suffering the most. They find
it most difficult to earn enough to feed their kith and kin and
provide them with clothing and education.

If 100 top rich citizens give zakat and charity to the
government to pass the amount as subsidies on utility bills,
the poor will get some relief from their heavy financial burden
and be able to get humble sustenance. Overseas Pakistan can
play a pivotal role in helping Pakistanis in this crucial situation
otherwise the situation is worse open to lead the dejected and
angry people to either kill themselves or stand in revolt through
violent protests. Volunteers and trustee associations also need to
come forward to provide a financial cushion to laymen. One of
the options they may pursue is that they set up a helpline for the
use of anybody to ask for money for utility bills, children’s fees
or to meet any other basic necessity of life.

A painful tale of a labourer, Bashir, who called on emergency
15, a resident of village Sargani, tehsil KarorL.alEsan and told
the police that his family was going hungry for the last two days
and he was going to commit suicide as the sight of the starving
children was unbearable for him. A daily labourer by profession,
he was jobless for long. Inflation has made the conditions worse
for him. He told police that he, his wife and four children had
nothing to eat for the last two days.
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Al revolution good or bad

Just a couple of weeks ago, I was amazed by a surreal
image that greeted me when I switched on the TV to catch
up with the evening news. The United Nations was holding
its first-ever robot press conference to discuss the current
and future status of Artificial Intelligence (AI). Nine female
robots were perfectly lined up behind their creators and were
fielding questions thrown at them by the journalists gathered
in the hall. Their replies were precise, concise and carefully
worded. Their faces looked eerily human-like as they talked
—with frown lines, blinking eyes and raised eyebrows adding
to the 1llusion of their humanity.

Artificial intelligence has been a buzzword in tech circles for
quite a while now, but recent entrants like ChatGPT and the
rapid induction of humanoids into the mainstream workforce
have sparked new debates and fears in policymakers
regarding issues like regulation. But, according to renowned
tech specialists Blair Levin and Larry Downes, this is a
cause for excitement and also an alarm bell for incumbent
businesses. The potential of Al seems limitless, perhaps
revolutionising everything from online search to content
generation and customer service to education.

Most governments in the Western world, particularly the
EU, are currently hunkered down in their basement offices,
trying to come up with solutions that will enable humanity
to benefit from the use of AI in medical science, education,
software development etc., all the while safeguarding human
interests at large.

It’s far from clear that any combination of government action
— legislative, regulatory, or judicial — can really achieve
the balancing act of maximising the value of AI while
minimising its potential harm. But that should definitely not
deter them from trying!

Rayaan Mahmood Malik, Lahore

Closure of industries

It is our tragedy that almost all local industries have been
closed due to the high costs of doing business. Efforts to
overcome the economic crisis faced by the country have
not borne fruit in the 16 months of the previous coalition
government. The country was saved from bankruptcy by
signing a standby agreement with the IMF however, the
expectations of halting the high flight of the dollar and
increasing the value of the rupee have not been fulfilled,
as expressed by the government, businessmen, and people
involved in foreign exchange transactions.

Instead, the value of the dollar against the rupee has continued
to depreciate both in the interbank and open markets. Dollars
are not available for imports, causing the wheels of industry
to grind to a halt. According to a report, due to the non-
availability of dollars, Major companies have announced
the closure of their plants. Even textile mills and automobile
manufacturers are tending to shut down their units. Sales
of cars, buses, and other automobiles have significantly
declined, forcing the manufacturers to stop production

Muhammad Amin, Faisalabad

Digital distracting

The growing usage of screens and electronic devices

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

has disrupted face-to-face connections within the human
world—the realm of family, friends, and loved ones. Screens
and technology have strengthened emotional bonds with
the external world but weakened actual connections with
people. Being closely related to technology these days,
people seem to have closed off their surroundings. Those
constantly engrossed in screens often become detached from
their immediate environment, oblivious to those physically
present with them. This detachment results in a failure to
effectively engage with real-life situations, as people have
run short of time to comprehend the world beyond screens.
Moreover, alongside the psychological impacts, excessive
use of screens leads to various physical issues. It mainly is
the deteriorating vision which, indeed, 1s a matter of concern.
Prolonged stay before the screen is factoring in an early
eyesight decline among young individuals. Furthermore, the
risk of miscommunication and misunderstandings is also
growing in the digital realm. Typing errors, inappropriate
emojis, and incomplete voice recordings are frequently
leading to confusion between sender and receiver. As a
consequence, it is adversely affecting the relationships. This
all prompts the question: Is this modern progress or a form of
cognitive decay? It is a crucial matter that merits deep debate
and discussion.

Igrar Hussain, Sindh

A horror side of inflation

During the current skyrocketing inflation and extreme
poverty, oodles of sexual abuses are cropping up, and one
of the less-noticed abuses is home prostitution. Due to the
financial constraints and survival-challenging situations,
some Pakistani families, out of desperation, have become
obliged to prostitution within the premises of their homes.
They are still engaged in this shameless and immoral activity
due to the financial crunch that denied them even the basic
needs of daily life and meet the poverty challenges.
Tragically, the soaring inflation, which begets price hikes,
has compelled the blue-collar class to exploit their own
daughters in the guise of home prostitution— that has
become for them the sole means of meeting basic needs
given their miserable financial conditions.

Sadat Hassan Manto’s (a renowned Pakistani fiction writer)
quote, “Meal is the only religion of the hungry stomach,”
further sheds light on the reasons and compulsions behind
this domestic violence. The families living below the
poverty line at present are helpless to meet basic domestic
needs. The prices of domestic items are rising day by
day, and the government isn’t in the mood to facilitate its
people by providing them any relief against hiking rates
of everything. As a result, many families are reluctantly
going through prostitution within the confines of their
homes, ruining the lives of their teenagers—which is an
abhorrent act but at the same time, reflects the apathy of the
government. Hundreds are being deflowered and innocent
lives clutched and ruined by the ferocious hands of wolves
only to come by humble sustenance.

This loathsome activity has been going on since 2020, and
so far there seems no letup therein.

The increasing pace of inflation is always becoming the
main reason for this profession. Now, who is responsible
for this social abuse—the government or the people
themselves, who are haplessly using their daughters as a
means of earning a two-time meal? Who will address the
elephant in the room? Who will bell the cat?

Igrar Hussain, Karachi

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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G’Five Mobile launched latest

innovation feat

[

Dear valued customers, I hope this message finds you well. As the President of G'Five

ure phone, Pro Max
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Mobile, I am honored to reach out to you today. At G'Five Mobile, our journey is defined
by vour trust and loyalty. We recognize that our success is built upon the strong foundation
of your continued support. It is with immense pleasure that I share some exciting news

with you.
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G'Five is thrilled to announce the launch
of latest innovation — the new Pro Max.
This achievement marks a significant
milestone in our journey to provide vou
with cutting-edge technology and
enhanced experiences.

At Colors, G'Five is committed to pushing
the boundaries of technology and design,
the new Colors is a true testament
to that commitment. Packed with
advanced features, stunning aesthetics,
and seamless functionality, this device is
designed to empower you in every way
possible.

G'Five understand that vour mobile device
is not just a tool, but an integral part of
your life. With the Pro Max, we have gone
above and beyond to provide vou with a
product that seamlessly integers into
vour lifestyle, offering enhanced

features, exceptional performance, and a
user experience like no other. As we
embark on this new chapter, G'Five want
to express deepest gratitude for vyour
lovalty.

In an increasingly connected world, we
understand the importance of a reliable
and innovative mobile companion. The
new Colors mobile is not just a device; it's
a gate way to productivity, creativity, and

endless possibilities. Whether you're a pro- |

fessional on the go, a creative enthusiast,
or someone who simply enjoys staying

i connected with loved ones.

(’Five is the First Ever
Smartphone Assembler and
Manufacturer in Pakistan

Our dedicated team has been working
tirelessly to bring vou the latest advance-
ments in mobile technology. This device
is the result of our unwavering commit-
ment to innovation, design, and
functionality.

As G'Five continue to evolve, our commit-
ment to quality, imnovation, and customer
satisfaction remains unwavering. The
launch of Pro Max is a testament to our
ongoing pursuit of excellence.

With Pro Max, G'Five have pushed the
boundaries of what's possible in mobile
technology. Its sleek design, powerful
performance, and advanced features are a
result of relentless dedication from our

WITH LIMITLES!

SIELITIES!

talented team G'Five listened to your feed-
back and incorporated it into every aspect of
this device, ensuring it aligns perfectly with
your needs and drives us to continually
raise the bar and deliver products that
exceed vour expectations.

Experience a new era of connectivity with
G'Tive Pro Max. Thank you for your
continue support and for being an essen-
tial part of our G'Five familv. Together,
we look forward to shaping a brighter,
more connected tomorrow.

Best regards,
Mian ABDUR REHMAN

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | JULY 15 - AUGUST 15, 2023
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PDM govt quits leaving
masses in a lurch of

eConomic miseries

LY

The business community has rejected the [requent increase

in prices of electricity, gas and petroleum products, saying

the massive jump in electricity base rates and petroleum

products are making local products uncompetitive in the

international market

t is very shocking news that Pakistan has be-

come Asia’s fastest inflation-affected country

taking over Sri Lanka as inflation here has

crossed 38%. All credit for bringing about this
miserable state of the national economy goes to the
coalition government of 13 parties whose policies
and actions made the lives of the masses so pathet-
ic that the situation led many to commit suicide or
work round the clock to earn the livelihood of their
children. Now it is the caretaker set-up about noth-
ing that can be said with precision whether it will
give any relief to the common man or follow the
footsteps of the PDM government.

If there is one thing that stands out in the outgo-
ing government’s seemingly bad report card, is the
massive increase in prices of almost everything that’s
sold on the market and outside it. The 16 months of
the coalition government’s rule have left an unbear-
able burden on consumers through whopping price
hikes in food items, transport charges and power and

There have been many factors behind this unre-
lenting inflation, including higher global commodity
prices and the rupee’s free fall against the dollar that
further escalated the cost of imported goods. One
eminent reason is, the government caved into almost
all demands of the IMF to secure loan installments,
adding to the miseries of citizens.

There is no balancing mechanism to control the
unnecessary and artificial raise in prices although
many departments have been set up to control the
price hike. Even goods mamufacturers in the private
sector have enjoyed a free hand to keep raising prices
at whims.

The business commnmmity has rejected the fre-
quent increase in prices of electricity, gas and petro-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

leum products, saying the massive jump in electricity
base rates and petroleum products prices are making

local products uncompetitive in the international
market.

The hike in electricity base tariffs for the industry,
especially for the SMEs, was really surprising. If the
decision is not withdrawn, it will prove dangerous for
the country’s SME sector. APBF Chairman Ibrahim
Qureshi while describing the coalition government’s
decision to increase electricity tariffs by Rs7.50 per
unit as an unjust and wrong move, urged the gov-
ernment to reverse the proposed increase. The gov-
ernment’s decision to increase the electricity tariff is
anti-industry, and the trade bodies across the coun-
try strongly condemn the government’s decision and

He said the aggressive economic measures, high
borrowing rates, inflation, oppressive taxation and
unstable currency have been negatively affecting
running businesses. As such many have closed their
operations. He said that with a view to dealing with
fiscal challenges, the government will have to work
on a three-way strategy. He said the government
must have short-term goals that will help keep gen-
erating resources for smooth fiscal operations, medi-
um-term goals where the government should focus
on financial inclusion, documenting the economy
by designing a system where all businesses can be
registered and properly document their income in-
cluding collection of sales tax, initiating the process
of privatisation as well as improving governance by
introducing reforms in each sector.

‘Wheat flour rates hit record highs despite a good
wheat harvest of 27.63 million tonnes and imports
of 2.73m tonnes during the previous fiscal year
which cost over one billion dollars to the national

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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exchequer.

Flour millers kept pushing up the flour rates,
citing delays in the release of wheat by provincial
governments, dependence on costly wheat from the
open market, almost a 100pc rise in procurement
price offered to wheat growers, and the smuggling of
wheat to Iran and Afghanistan.

The rest of the damage was done by the influx
of investors, hoarders and speculators in the wheat
and sugar sectors, on which no serious progress was
made to recover the stocks.

Another notable jump came in ghee and cooking
oil prices despite an 8.5 percent jump in imports of
palm oil to 3 million tonnes during 2022-23.

Significant rupee devaluation and higher interna-
tional commodity prices were the main reasons for
the rise in food prices, as the country imports most
food items or they are linked with the dollar parity,
he said. Besides, higher local fuel prices, again linked
to international prices, also stoked food inflation.

However, MrSohail added that these factors were
not within the government's control, making it un-
able to control prices and gain the support of the
masses.

He was confident that securing the IMF deal
along with other inflows would ease pressure on the
economy in the short term. However, to ensure the
long-term stability of the economy, “we must make
difficult decisions to steer it back on track”.

“With that being said, it's unlikely that con-
sumers will experience significant immediate relief.
Some relief in the form of less increase in inflation
can be seen,” he said, adding that gas tariff has gone
up by 3040pc.

“We believe consumers will remain under pres-
sure in the caretaker government set-up but they also
expect to get some relief since the average inflation
has come to 21pc in FY24 from 29c in FY23,” he
added.

MrSohail expected the cost of doing business, im-
pacted by the rupee-dollar parity and interest rates,
to start normalising in the second half (January-July)
of this fiscal year. He also expected the automotive
and consumer appliance sectors to “contimue to ex-
perience slowness”, primarily due to the impact of
elevated inflation and higher policy rates.

Rauf Ibrahim, the chairman of the Karachi
‘Wholesale Grocers Association (KWGA), noted
that the cost of living had almost doubled because
of massive hikes in prices of food items, utilities and
transport.

Another key factor behind the rising living costs
for most parents was higher education expenses due
to increased prices of books, notebooks, school and
exorbitant college fees, and school and public trans-
port.

Another key factor behind the
rising living cost for most

parents was higher education
expenses due to increased pric-
es of books, notebooks, school
and exorbitant college fees, and
school and public transport

He regretted that a lack of government oversight
had led to the hoarding of wheat, sugar and rice and

One example of the government’s lack of writ
was that it couldn’t implement the closing of shops
by 8 pm and marriage halls by 10 pm, Mr Rauf said.

He said the Rs30 billion subsidy to provide essen-
tial items at cut-down rates at over 500 utility stores
in the country had remained a flop idea as these
stores were operating in upper-middle-income or
posh areas. “Only 20pc of poor people are benefiting
from these stores,” he said.

Mr Rauf expressed the hope that the interim set-
up might take stock of the situation and devise pol-
icies to pull the country and consumers out of these
financial troubles. m
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government whether elected or care-

taker carries out inflation which, in

turn, begets price-hikes hardly tend-

ing to give any relief to the poor peo-
ple when under its nose the people in power and
those attached to them continue to spend lavishly
to maintain a luxurious lifestyle at the expense of
the taxpayers.

The latest is the example of caretaker Prime
Minister AnwaarulHaqKakar who hours after tak-
ing the oath of office dropped a heavy fuel bomb
on the masses.

The interim government of AnwaarulHaq
made a massive increase in the prices of petroleum
products for the next two weeks starting from Au-
gust 15. The Finance Ministry issued a notifica-
tion to make the new petroleum prices effective
just five minutes after August 15.

The notification said petrol and diesel prices
have been increased by Rs 17.50 and Rs 20 per
litre respectively with immediate effect and the
new rates will come into force immediately. With
the new increase, petrol prices have gone up to Rs
290.45 a litre for the next two weeks and diesel
with an increase of Rs 20 has gone up to Rs 293.40
per litre.

The new rates of petroleum products will re-
main effective till August 31. The government, as
per policy, reviews the rates of petroleum products
twice a month. The new increase in petroleum
product prices will stoke inflation to open up yet
another floodgate of price-hike in Pakistan.

The people, who expect relief in petrol prices
from the caretakers, are shocked over the massive
increase in petroleum product prices.

Pakistan announced an increase in petrol and
diesel prices to meet fiscal objectives laid down
in a deal with the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), adding further fuel to its sky-high inflation.

The country’s Consumer Price Index rose to
28.3% in July, year-on-year, the statistics bureau
said in a statement, with prices up 3.5% in July
from the previous month.

Before leaving the government,
former Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar had announced gasoline, or
petrol, prices to be raised by Rs
19.95 to 272.95 Pakistani rupees
($0.952) per litre and diesel by
Rs 19.90 to Rs 273.40 per litre
which made for an increase of
1.8% for both fuel items

In June, the CPI rise was 29.4% year-on-year,
coming off a record 38% in May.

Before leaving the government, former finance
minister Ishaq Dar had announced gasoline or
petrol prices to be raised by Rs 19.95 to Rs 272.95
($0.952) per litre and diesel by Rs 19.90 to Rs
273.40 per litre which made for an increase of
7.8% for both fuel items.

Fuel prices have increased sharply in global
markets in the last 15 days, Dar said, adding his
government had tried to minimise the hike. Bench-
mark Brent crude oil prices climbed 16% during
July.

The growing price hike has made miserable the
lives of millions of poor families but the govern-
ment is not interested to reduce inflation pressure
to give them some breathing space, said Pasban
Democratic Democratic Party (PDP) Chairman
AltafShakoor.

He said the food inflation has broken all previ-
ous records. The rates of wheat flour, rice, sugar,
vegetables and other eatables are rising constantly
and going out of the reach of low-income people.
poTariffs of gas and electricity and prices of petro-
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Caretaker PM’s
first blow of high
petroleum prices to

the poor

The interim government of AnwaarulHagKakar has made a
massive increase in the prices of petroleum produects for the
next two weeks starting from August 15. The Finance Ministry
issued a notification to make the new petroleum product

prices effective

leum products are also skyrocketing making life
even tougher for Pakistanis. The government is
not interested in resolving this crucial issue, sadly.
He said more than half of our budget is being de-
voured by our external loans to pay their interest.

However, the agents of the international lend-
ing institutions in the corridors of power are bent
upon taking more loans and further the debt trap
around the necks of Pakistanis. He said no coun-
try in the world has ever thrived on loans in the
history of the world.

He said the loan trap sucks our resources and
fuel poverty, hunger and diseases in our country.
AltafShakoor demanded the revival of the ration
card system in the country and provide basic kitch-
en items to low-income citizens on ration cards at
discounted rates.

He asked for interest-free loans for citizens to
buy solar panels to rid them of costly electricity.
He said petrol should be given to motorcyclists at a
reduced rate to ensure mobility of the low-income
class. He demanded to revolutionize the agricul-
tural sector as only this sector has the potential to
put the economy of the country on the right track
and fight the growing food inflation in Pakistan.

He said by using land, river water and rural
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manpower correctly we can make Pakistan the
grain basket of Asia in a couple of years, but it
needs the unwavering attention of the ruling elite.

Due to inflation in the country, people’s life is
already difficult and now the government has in-
creased the price of petrol, which will only make
the situation ‘worse”.

Trade and industry leaders have slammed the
government for increasing the petrol and diesel
rates by a whopping Rs30 per litre which will not
only multiply the woes of already inflation-hit
masses but will also push up the cost of produc-
tion.

They said the government bowed to the IMF
pressure to withdraw the fuel and power subsidies
for releasing a $1bn tranche to pull the country
from an economic meltdown.

Chairman Businessmen Group (BMG) Zubair-
Motiwalla anticipated a jump in production cost
by 5-7pc due to the petroleum price hike which
will have a multiplier impact on the retail prices
of goods which would make the life of the masses
more miserable due.

“The jump of Rs30 per litre in petrol and diesel

will be difficult for the people and the industry to
absorb,” he said. m
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Politically-infected
Pakistan Railway
becoming death jaw
for passengers

The network of railways in Pakistan has 11,881 kilometres
long train tracks. Around 80% of this track is a part of
historical constructions as old as 80 to 90 years. The lack
of human resources, nepotism and political involvement in
the appointment of employees contributed greatly to the
collapse of the Pakistani Railways

ram accidents have become common in
and successive governments have
failed to pay the least attention to improv-
and ageing tracks. The network of railways in Paki-
stan has 11,881 kilometres long train tracks. Around
80% of this track is a part of historical construc-
tions as old as 80 to 90 years. The lack of human
resources, nepotism and political involvement in the
appointment of employees contributed greatly to the
collapse of the Pakistan Railway. Political and per-
sonal interests are involved in the allocation of sta-
tions and transfers of employees are some causes of
indignation and the feeling of job insecurity among
the competent employees which led to a lack of ef-
fectiveness in the organization.

Since 1953, countless train or train-related ac-
cidents in Pakistan have left the nation mourning,
while the latest train tragedy near Nawab Shah is an-
other horrific addition to the tally of Pakistan Rail-
way. The latest train accident occurred near Nawab
Shah, Sindh, which took the lives of more than 30
passengers and dozens of others seriously injured.

According to the details, the Hazara Express
with over 1000 passengers onboard heading to Paki-
stan’s Northern city of Havilan had 10 of its bogies
derailed. The incident wrecked almost the whole
train in addition to rooting out the track in miles.
The scene after the incident was very pathetic as the
bodies of many dead passengers were so badly stuck
up in the smashed bogies that it took several hours to
get them out. Rescue and Relief activities were car-
ried out but the train service between the Port city of
Karachi and the Northern parts of the country could
not be restored for hours.

Addressing the media, Federal Minister for Rail-
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way Khawaja SaadRafique gave the facts and said
that the train was running at the normal speed of
40-45 km while the Railway track was also in good
condition. A thorough probe had been ordered to
ascertain the events leading to the accident and the
government also announced compensation for the
deceased and injured passengers to share their grief
and support the families of the victims.

Constructed by the British government in India
over 150 years ago, Railway infrastructure, train
track, controlling and signalling equipment are com-
pletely worn out while insufficiently trained staff

Since 1933, countless train-re-
lated accidents in Pakistan have
left the nation mourning, while
the latest train tragedies
continue to mount as another
horrific aceident of Pakistan

Railway train occurred near
Nawab Shah

coupled with old-aged practices seriously risk the
lives of the poor passengers who currently have no
other option for a relatively cheaper inter-provinces
and inter-cities long journey. Despite multiple plans
and several unsuccessful attempts, no successive gov-
ernment could ever implement its agenda for over-
hauling of Pakistan Railway and provision of the
state of the art travel facilities to the people, mainly
due to a lack of funds, massive corruption and slack-
ness of the Railway authorities all along in the past.
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Historically, the story of growth and crash and
the eventual fate of Pakistan Railway is not much
different from the rest of the other Pakistani state in-
stitutions including the PLA, the Pakistan Steel Mills,
National Bank, Pakistan Telecommunication, WAP-
DA, Oil and Gas Development Corporation (OG-
DCL), Pakistan National Shipping Corporation and
many others. Those institutions excelled during the
early years of Pakistan's Independence and gained
appreciation worldwide, later those flourishing in-
stitutions fell prey to Politicians’ nepotism, bureau-
cratic corruption, malpractices and incompetence of
their employees. Meanwhile, the misuse and theft
by the public turned those magnificent initiatives
into ugly giants and heavy liabilities hence they suc-
cumbed to the weight of corruption and nonproduc-
tion. Currently, Pakistan Railways and many other
state institutions have become white elephants, that
are continuously adding to the current account defi-
cit and need a huge sum of money on a regular ba-
sis to continue their operations. The majority of the
past governments did not put in any serious effort
to modernize the Railway system, towards expand-
ing the Railway network, and operationalization of
the Railway’s cargo fleet which is the backbone of
the Country’s economy and a real engine for reve-
nue generation of Pakistan Railway. On this front,
political governments in the past resorted to politi-
cally motivated initiatives such as the renovation of
railway stations, launching of new Railway trains,
and opening of new routes as cosmetic measures
to showcase performance to the public and never
framed any strategies to address the real issue of the
department and enhance it business.

At the time, the entire setup of the Pakistan Rail-
way was aged and worn out due to exhaustion, cor-
Tuption, unsatisfactory repair and maintenance, poor
management and no provision of funds by the gov-
ernment. Presently, there is a dire need for a whole-
hearted national approach to replace the current day
shabby Railway infrastructure with a modern fleet,
induction of a state of the art technologies, exclusion
of corrupt, incompetent and old-aged staff to mo-
bile cargo fleet and reinstate safe, secure and smooth
transit facilities to the public. That will go a long way
to get rid of recurrent train accidents, mass homi-
cides and poor travel conditions and help move to-
wards modernization, growth and prosperity of the
Nawab Shah incident revealed that “technical faults”
and “negligence” resulted in the deadly mishap. An
initial investigation report has been submitted by a
six-member investigation team, but it is not “final,”
according to Railway Minister Khawaja SaadRafig.

The Minister told reporters that the preliminary
investigation report, which is not unanimous, has
pointed out the negligence of the mechanical and
technical departments.

The report also mentioned that fish plates of the
track at the accident site were also missing and that
at one point, the broken track was joined by a wood-
en piece.

Moreover, the train’s engine wheels were not
properly maintained, the report added. Train ac-
cidents are common in the South Asian country,
mainly owing to poor infrastructure and lax safety
standards.

On October 31, 2019, at least 75 people lost their
lives after an ill-fated train, travelling between Kara-
chi and Rawalpindi, caught fire reportedly caused by
the explosion of a gas cylinder being used by some
passengers preparing their breakfast. Founded in
1861, Pakistan Railways owns 4,800 miles (7,791
km) of track across Pakistan.

According to its growth vision till 2026, this
public sector entity seeks to increase its share of the
transportation sector from about five per cent cur-
rently to 20 percent with Rs886.68 billion (US$6.3
billion) China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
rail upgrade budget. Railway was the predominant
mode of transportation in Pakistan until the 1970s.
At its peak between 1955 and 1960, Pakistan Rail-
ways handled 73 percent of the country’s freight traf-
fic (compared to less than four percent in 2015).

But despite keeping its targets high, Pakistan
Railways has a history of fatal railway accidents. m
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he International Monetary Fund (IMF)

programme together with further foreign

exchange inflows seemed to have put

Airlink back on track as the CEO said
capacity utilisation at its plant in Kot Lakhpat,
Lahore has improved, and expected to grow in the
coming months.

“We faced severe supply-chain issues due to the
restrictions on letters of credit as soon as we began
manufacturing last year,” Airlink Communication
CEO Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha told in a recent in-
terview. “However, after the IMF programme, we
are now producing more cellphones than we were
making before restriction started.”

Piracha’s comments come after Pakistan saw
an upgraded version of the IMF programme with
the lender’s board approval coming in July and
paving way for the inflow of nearly $1.2 billion.
The green signal also earned Pakistan inflows
from Saudi Arabia and the UAE, easing the for-
eign exchange reserves’ situation that had earlier
put the country in a crisis and forced the govern-
ment to restrict the flow of imports.

Airlink, which relies on imports of cellphone
parts for its plant in Punjab, was one of many busi-
nesses that saw sales dwindle.

Its revenue during January-March quarter fell
from Rs11.16 billion in 2022 to Rs3.96 billion
in 2023, with earnings suffering a decline from
Rs405.8 million to a meagre Rs102.4 million in
the three-month period.

Its nine-month profit (July-March) was cut
from Rs1.43 billion to Rs775.3 million. The share
price suffered a similar ordeal, falling from around
Rs39 to under Rs19 before the IMF programme
was revived. It is currently hovering around the
Rs23 mark.

Piracha, however, said things are looking up.

“We are now making 300,000 phones month-
ly — working at almost 70% of our capacity at the
moment, which we expect to increase in months to
come,” he added.

The Lahore plant’s assembling capacity has
been planned for 400,000 mobile sets per month
which is expandable according to market demand,
it says in the company’s latest quarterly report.

In a notice to the Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) last year, the company had announced that
it would commence operations at its Device Man-
ufacturing Facility for the production of Xiaomi
handsets in Pakistan from March, 2022 at Quaid-
e-Azam Industrial Estate, Kot Lakhpat, Lahore.
At the time, the company said that the initiative is
expected to generate a sales volume of $550 mil-
lion per year while creating thousands of jobs in
Pakistan.

However, with Pakistan unable to revive its
Extended Fund Facility with the IMF — the pro-
gramme eventually expired — Airlink saw its plans
disrupted.

Muzzalfar Hayat Piracha says
post IMF programme,
company producing more
cellphones than before. We
faced severe supply-chain
issues due to the restrictions on
letters of credit as soon as we
began manufacturing last year

The company, which is the sole manufactur-
er of Xiaomi phones in Pakistan and one of the
two manufacturers of Tecno phones, is the official
partner of global brands that include Samsung,
Huawei, TCL, Alcatel, iTel and Apple’s autho-
rised reseller.

It remains the only cellphone company listed
in the country and has one of the largest smart-
phone distributors, manufacturers, and retailers
in Pakistan. The company has a nationwide net-
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Airlink CEO

says things ‘back
on track’ as L.C.
restrictions ease

CEO Airlink Communication Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha said
we are now making 300,000 phones monthly - working at
almost 70% of our capacity at the moment, which we expect to
increase in months to come. The plant’s assembling capacity
has been planned for 400,000 mobile sets per month which
is expandable according to market demand, it says in the
company's latest quarterly report

work linked with over 16 hub regional offices,
over 1,100 wholesalers and 4,000 retailers with af-
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ter-sales support service centers in all major cities
of Pakistan.

The company has around 20%-22% market
share in Pakistan's cellphone industry.

“The local industry caters to 95% of the total
market demand in Pakistan,” Piracha added.

With restrictions on imports, supply has been
unable to keep pace with demand that has re-
mained pent up despite higher prices, and taxa-
tion.

Industry sources indicated the gap was filled
by smuggled and imported cellphones, which were
sold at a premium.

“The market is dry at the moment. There’s
immense demand because last year there was an
acute shortage. Dealers are now getting supply
from companies. The volumes will continue to in-
crease,” Piracha indicated.

“Prices are stabilising, and supply-side issues
are improving.”

However, Muhammad Rizwan, President of
Karachi Electronics Dealers Association, said
there is still a shortage of supply of cellphones and
dealers are still selling at a ‘premium’.

“There’s still a shortage in the market. Supply
is not matching demand,” Rizwan told Business
Recorder, stressing that smuggled phones are malk-
ing their way into the market to meet the need. m
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Jazz(ash teams up
with Million Smiles
to produce young

leaders in

igital skills

¢ financial literacy

Aamir Ibrahim CEQO of Jazz, said we remain committed to our
purpose of improving the lives and livelihoods of Pakistanis,
especially the women and youth, through technology.
Upskillingendeavours like the one with the Million Smiles
Foundation have the power to cultivate future leaders who
are major contributors to the nation-building process

n the occasion of 76th Independence Day,

JazzCash teamed up with Million Smiles
Foundation for the country’s biggest Youth
Leadership Bootcamp — Trek Venture 4.0.

The four-day boot camp attended 120 delegates from
minority groups in Pakistan, the boot camps aim to
empower young students with digital skills and finan-
The partnership aimed to groom leadership skills
for young students through wilderness challenges, ex-
leaders, and training on digital and financial litera-
cy. The training was designed to engage the youth in
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meaningful sessions around digital and financial liter-
acy and included sessions on JazzCash to introduce
young students to the full range of possibilities offered
small businesses.

At the ceremony, Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz
said: “At Jazz, we remain committed to our purpose
of improving the lives and livelihoods of Pakistanis,
especially the women and youth, through technolo-
gy. Upskillingendeavours like the one with the Mil-
lion Smiles Foundation have the power to cultivate
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future leaders who are major contributors to the na-
on-buildi ' Diital upskilline. both withi
the organization and outside, will remain a main-
stay in our long-term empowerment and inclusion
strategy.”

“By equipping young students with the tools to
lead and innovate, we are building a brighter future
for Pakistan as a whole,” said Murtaza Ali, Head of
JazzCash. “These leadership training is not just an
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investment in their future, but also a commitment to
shaping a generation of trailblazers. We are honoured
to be playing a part in creating an inclusive financial
ecosystemn for all.”

Zeshan Afzal, Co-Founder of Million Smiles add-
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ed: “Youth is the driving force of a nation and is the
seedtime of life. Pakistan has a 64% youth population.
“This holds massive potential as they will become the
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driving force for Pakistan's progress, and together with
JazzCash, we are investing in youth development to
make transformational leaders of tomorrow.”
JazzCash believes in nurturing young talent and
allowing them to thrive in the corporate world. As a
part of this partnership, gifted young scholars will be
given the chance to be a part of JazzCash's associate
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program. The program welcomes fresh university
graduates, offering them a unique avenue to acquire
fessional development opportunities.
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As a GSMA's Connected Women Initiative mem-
ber, JazzCash has committed to increasing women's
participation in thefintech landscape. The company’s
mumerous programs aim to enhance digital literacy
among young girls, create avenues for their financial

freedom, and maximize female-led enterprises in the
startup ecosystem. In line with this commitment, the

partnership with Million Smiles will facilitate digital
and financial literacy for future leaders, with a par-

:
N
N
3
S
=
=]
&




=
S
2
=
“g
-
%

Business Mews Magazine

n the relentless pursuit of technological in-

novation, the world has witnessed the emer-

gence of cutting-edge devices that continue to

redefine the boundaries of excellence. Amidst
this ever-evolving landscape, the Y36, an enigmat-
ic creation, has captured the attention of both tech
enthusiasts and industry experts alike.

In this article, we delve into the profound in-
sights and astute observations presented by re-
nowned Tech experts as they critically analyzed
the Y36 from every angle. Prepare to embark on a
riveting journey, where our esteemed Pakistani tech
experts unravel the intricacies of this extraordinary
marvel, exploring its features, performance, and im-
pact on the tech horizon.

As we venture forth, be ready to witness a me-
ticulous examination of the Y36, backed by the
authoritative perspectives of the tech world’s most
distinguished voices.

The recently launched Y36 is a truly mesmeriz-
ing device, boasting an exquisite design that com-
bines elegance and durability beautifully. To present
multiple charms of gold and green, Y36 adopts the
Golden Ripple Process, creating a dreamy natural
scene like rippling water, enhanced by the crystal
mirror-like Crystal Glass. The Fluorite AG Glass
ensures abrasion and fingerprint resistance while
maximizing color transmission, resulting in a crys-
tal-like surface. The dynamic Dual RingDesign
takes inspiration from professional photography
devices, providing users with a sense of profession-
alism.

Additionally, the Fantasy Frame adds a vibrant
rainbow-like texture under sunlight, capturing every
beautiful moment. With a 44W FlashCharge and a
massive J000mAh Large battery, the Y36 guaran-
tees lightning-fast charging and enduring power for
seamless multitasking, solidifying its position as a
technological powerhouse.

Urdu Point, a leading technology channel, con-
ducted an extensive unboxing of the Y36 smart-
phone, providing an in-depth look at its captivat-
ing features. The video showcased the inclusion of
a transparent back cover, ensuring both protection
and aesthetic appeal. The expert highlighted the
impressive 44W FlashChargetechnology, enabling

Amidst this ever-evolving
landscape, the Y36, an
enigmatic creation, has

captured the attention of both
tech enthusiasts and industry
experts alike

quick and convenient charging, along with the mas-
sive 5000mAh battery for long-lasting usage, cater-
ing perfectly to the dynamic energy of the youth.
The device’s robust performance, powered by § GB
+ 8 GB Extended RAM and the Qualcomm Snap-
dragon 6380 Mobile Platform, promises seamless
multitasking and efficient operations.

In a riveting unboxing video, highly acclaimed
tech Youtuber, Khalid Technical, provided a com-
prehensive review of the vivo Y36 smartphone, leav-
ing his audience awe-inspired. Khalid delved into
the device’s exceptional features, beginning with
the impressive 44W FlashCharge and 5000mAh
battery, ensuring users a swift and long-lasting ex-
perience Khalid praised the impressive camera
configuration of the Y36, boasting a remarkable
J0MP HD Main Camera, accompanied by a 2MP
Bokeh camera and 2MP Super Macro Camera,
capturing vivid moments in stunning detail. The
phone also offers creative features like Multi Style
Portrait, Multiple Exposure, Double Exposure, and
Cinematic Filters, enhancing the photography ex-
perience. Furthermore, the Y36's 16MP HD Front
Portrait Camera impressed both Khalid and his
audience. Notably, Khalid explored the phone’s
aesthetic charm, showcasing its two striking colour
variants: Meteor Black and Vibrant Gold, adding
flair to the overall experience.
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vivo YoO tech experts
review: A mid-range
smartphone with
impressive features

In this article, we delve into the profound insights and astute

observations presented by renowned Tech experts as they
critically analyzed the Y36 from every angle. Prepare to embark
on ariveting journey, where our esteemed Pakistani tech experts

unravel the intricacies of this extraordinary marvel, exploring
its features, performance, and impact on the tech horizon

Phone World, a popular YouTube channel, un-
dertook an in-depth review of the vivo Y36, leaving
no aspect unexplored. The channel emphasized the
smartphone’s captivating 6.64-inch display, offering
an immersive visual experience for video consump-
tion and multimedia activities. Additionally, Phone
World lauded the device's PremiumCrystal Glass,

i :f b ;}1 h&:'{_:l. ] '._J. ‘
".J.."L . f‘" ')‘1*

;41. ]]
N ; 1’1‘

Coiatita ot g

adding a touch of elegance and durability to its de-
sign. On the performance front, the Y36 impressed
Phone World with its 8 GB + 8 GB Extended RAM
configuration, ensuring seamless multitasking and
smooth operations. Further enhancing its prowess,
the powerful Qualcomm Snapdragon 680 Mobile
Platform empowered the smartphone to deliver top-
notch performance and responsiveness, solidifying
its position as a top contender in the ever-evolving
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smartphone market.

The vivo Y36 is a true technological marvel,
exceeding expectations with its stunning Dotch
Display that integrates the front camera and com-
ponents into a small center hole, minimizing bezels

and maximizing screen-to-body ratio, Crystal Glass
design, and powerful Qualcomm Snapdragon 680

G Hn, i Y ,-: .. ...-’ -l

11“: .@.J:t.if‘ '-,.l‘ :',lﬁf -,--H..'L' "'h'\i ||_.: 9 *,1_._:\:?_-#2;‘.‘
M R e “-.,.;'l.’aa-f";_h ¢ g L

LX T o Foiy 8

Mobile Platform.

With an impressive 8 GB + 8 GB Extended
RAM, seamless multitasking becomes a reality.
In the hands of tech experts, the device's camera
prowess flawlessly captures every moment with
exceptional detail, solidifying its position as a for-
midable contender in the smartphone landscape. A
true masterpiece, it offers an unmatched experience
for tech enthusiasts seeking the best in class. m
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Tara Group Pakistan is Playing a Revolutionary

Role in the Growth of Agriculture Sector
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By: Nazakat Ali Bhatti

Tara Group Pakistan is one of the top ranking
innovative Agri. Research based organization in
Agriculture Sector of Pakistan. Tara Group’s Agro
Division was founded in Oct. 2012, which is playing
pivotal role since last 10 years for the prosperity of
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Tara Group has taken remarkable
initiative for the revival and
development of most valuable cotton

crop, by developing climate resilient
double and triple gene GMO cotton
seeds varieties

farming community and socio economic development
of the country. Tara Group Pakistan is a globally
recognized leader in Top quality Hi-Tech Sceds,
Pesticides & Micro/ Macro Fertilizers,

By the Grace Almighty Allah, Six Companies of Tara
Group have created a new history of fastest growth in a
period of only 10 years under the dynamic leadership of

Fertilizer Products & Hi-Tech Seeds of International
Standards. The products of Tara Group are cost
effective, environment / farmers friendly as well as
climate resilient products developed under innovative
ecosystem Agri. Research as a Smart Leader of
innovative Agriculture Research.

Tara Group has taken remarkable initiative for the
revival and development of most valuable cotion crop,
by developing climate resilient double and triple gene

GMO cotton seeds varieties, which are helpful to
increase the yield and decrease the production cost of the
farmers.

Established most advanced Breeding Program on 5
Tara Research Farms to develop Hi-Tech seed of major
and minor crops in the country, in order to save huge
foreign exchange being spent on imported seed.

productivity of the farmers

encouragement of vouth and funding to various free
Health Care Hospitals for the treatment of needy
peoples.

In recognition of remarkable contribution &
meritorious services, Tara Group has been honoured
with more than 50 International & top National
Excellence Awards. The worth mentioning are 5 top
ranking Awards received by Dr. Khalid Hameed, within
2 years from the President of Pakistan, which is a rare

Tara Group Pakistan
Globally Recognized Leader
in Top Quality Pesticides,
Micro-Macro Fertilizers &
Hi-Tech Seeds for enhancing the

Ch. Magsood Ahmed

(Exacuiive Group Direcior

pride of Tara Group in Agriculture and Corporate Sector
of Pakistan, Prior to that he received Best Achievement
Award from the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Visionary
Leader Award in Agri. Sector Honoured by the
Governor Punjab and the Chairman Chiefs of Armed
Forces Committee, Excellence Award from the
President / Prime Minister Azad Kashmir, Governors &

world renowned Agri, Scientist & Chairman/CEO Dr.
Khalid Hameed, to become an emerging leader among
top 5 groups of Agro Chemical Industry in Pakistan.

Presently Tara Group consists of 6 following leading

Companies:
1. Tara Imperial Indusiries (Pvt) Ltd. 2. Tara Crop
Sciences (Pvt) Ltd. 3. Imperial Crop Sciences (Pvt) Ltd.
4. Star Industries (Pvt) Ltd. 5. Star Agro Sciences (Pvt)
Ltd. 6. Tara Packages (Pvt) Ltd.

“State of the Art” Agro-Chemicals Plants of Tara
Group were established with latest Quality Control and
Research Labs, at Lahore and a Seed Processing Plant
was established at Multan. Recently after a large scale
expansion, the Agro Chemical Plant of Tara Group has
become capacity wise biggest Agro Chemical unit in
the country.

Research & Development on advanced lines is the
hallmark of Tara Group’s tremendous progress. Tara
Group’s seven latest Quality Control Laboratories &
Agro Chemical Plants are accredited under
[nternational Quality Standards ISO/IEC1725:2017 &
I[SO 9001:2015, International Total Quality
Management System ISQL 100QC, International Star
Leadership in Quality Excellence & IP Star Brand of
Pakistan.

After qualifying mentioned above Accreditation &
Global recognition, Tara Group is producing 198
Branded & registered Pesticides, Micro / Macro

Taking great initiative with huge investment to bring
world’s latest crop technology in the country by
developing International linkages with top Agri.
Research Institutes of Developed Countries, to enhance
the productivity of country wide farmers.

Playing Commendable role as CSR leader, generously
providing funds for Students Educational Scholarship,
welfare of farming community in disasters, sponsorship
of International & National Sports Events for the

Federal Ministers. International Star Leadership in
Quality Agri. Research Excellence Award conferred by
a renowned European Union Forum Bid Group One, in
Grand International Award Show held at Paris. In
addition that leading Forums of UK, USA, Europe and
China also conferred International Agri. Research
Excellence Awards, Which is a unique pride of Tara
Group as a globally recognized Leader in Quality Agri.
Research Excellence, B wE ¥

Rare Pride of Tara Group by achieving 56 International & Top National
Excellence Awards on remarkable Agri. Research Contribution




kaﬁ‘ﬂwln/fﬂ/ JAZZ SUPER 4G

Free download: flare.pk

/ongd(G’s trend-setting
Monthly Digital Max to
serve customers best

4-\ @B

ChnaMobie

1000
]0 000 zonG MiNS & sMms
Loleollo|92ALY

FREE SERVICES FOR DHE MONTH
111 222 111 | zong.com_pk

MONTHLY
DIGITAL MAX

Dial *7333#

As part of the offer, customers can use an astounding 100GB
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and Waadal

ong 4G, the leading telecommunication
network in Pakistan, has launched a rev-
olutionary package that has redefined
customer-centric offers.

As part of the offer, customers can use an as-
tounding 100GB of high-speed data along with
1000 Off-net minutes for effortless contact with
loved ones outside the Zong network and an unbe-
lievable 10,000 On-net minutes for nonstop com-
munication with other Zong subscribers. More-
over, this is the first offer to give amazing discounts
and deals on Golootlo and Waada!

This offer is available for only PKR 1400+ tax
per month. To subscribe to Monthly Digital Max,
Zong Prepaid customers can subscribe through the
Zong website or through the My Zong App.

In an industry-first Monthly Digital Max, sub-
scribers can unlock exclusive discounts on top re-
tailers and brands through Golootlo, enhancing
their shopping experience. With this offer, Zong
4G aims to provide added value to its Monthly

Digital Max subscribers by offering them exclu-
sive discounts on a wide range of products and
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LETS GET DIGITAL

ENJOY EXCLUSIVE

services. By partnering with Golootlo, a leading
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platform for discounts and deals, Zong 4G ensures
that its subscribers can enjoy a seamless and en-
hanced shopping experience while saving money.
This offer not only provides customers with exclu-
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sive discounts but also gives them peace of mind
with cellphone insurance provided by Waada.
With coverage for theft and screen damage, cus-
tomers can feel secure knowing their devices are
protected.

The official spokesperson forZong 4G ex-
pressed his excitement about the bundle saying
“At Zong 4G, we believe in challenging the sta-
tus quo, and the launch of Monthly Digital Max
is a testament to our commitment to Digital In-
novation and customer satisfaction. This first-of-
its-kind bundle offers more than just minutes and

Rs. 10000

GET
MOBILE
INSURANCE

COVERAGE

WITH MONTHLY DIGITAL MAX!

10C: | 1000 | 10000

Rs. LA00 Ioad/ 30 days | Dial 7333«

China Wokda

data. It empowers our valued subscribers to expe-
rience a digital lifestyle like never before, backed
by unmatched connectivity and a host of exciting
benefits.”

This offer is available for only
PKR 1400+ tax per month. To
subsecribe to Monthly Digital
Max, Zong Prepaid custom-
ers can subscribe through the
Z.ong website or through the
My Zong App

With the launch of Monthly Digital Max,
Zong is reaffirming its position as the market lead-
er for Monthly Hybrid portfolios, addressing the
evolving needs of different customer segments
and enabling Gen Zong to fully embrace a digital
lifestyle. m
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“Pakistan not only means freedom and independence but the Muslim Ideology
which has to be preserved, which has come to us as a precious gift and treasure
and which, we hope other will share with us.”

Muhammad Ali Jinnah
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Grace series smartphones
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Young Tech (Private) Limited, a rising star in the tech industry, is proud to introduce the
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latest technology Grace series smartphone lineup the Grace 9 and Grace 10. These two
cutting-edge devices combine striking design with powerful performance to provide users
with an exceptional mobile experience

oung Tech (Private) Limited has
launched Greece series smartphones

with elegant designs in Pakistan. Both

Grace 9 and Grace 10 smartphones em-

body elegance and sophistication with a premium

glass back finish. These devices exude a sense of

modern beauty. The ergonomic design ensures a

comfortable grip and a seamless user experience.
Young Tech (Pvt) Ltd authorized mobile device

manufacturer (MDM), has been approved by the

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA).

Young Tech (Pvt) Ltd, a rising star in the tech
industry, is proud to introduce the latest technol-
ogy Grace series smartphones lineup the Grace
9 and Grace 10. These two cutting-edge devices
combine striking design with powerful perfor-
mance to provide users with an exceptional mobile
experience.

The Grace series smartphones have a superi-
or display and immerse yourself in vivid visuals
on the Grace 9 and Grace 10’s expansive displays.
The Grace 9 and Grace 10 have a 6.52” Full water
drop & dot drop LCD display. They deliver rich

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

colours, deep contrasts, and sharp details for an
unparalleled viewing experience.

Optimization chipset Unisoc T606 (Octa-core
processor supports expendable storage up to 1TB,
Android 13 edition, the Grace 9 and Grace 10 are
built to handle whatever tasks you throw at them.
Enjoy smooth multitasking, seamless app perfor-
mance, and lightning-fast connectivity. The de-
vices also feature Al acceleration for smarter and
more efficient operations.

Grace 9 has 9GB (4GB+5GB
Extended) RAM+64GB ROM
with extendable storage of up to
I'TB by using an SD card. Grace
10 has lIGB (6GB+5GB
Extended) RAM+I128GB ROM
with extendable storage of up to
I'TB by using an SD card

Grace 9 has 9GB (4GB+5GB Extended)
RAM+64GB ROM with extendable storage of up
to 1TB by using an SD card. Grace 10 has 11GB
(6GB+5GB Extended) RAM+128GB ROM with
extendable storage of up to 1TB by using an SD
card. Capture life’s precious moments in stunning
detail with Grace 9 and Grace 10's advanced
camera systems. The Grace 9 boasts a Dual setup
with a 4§MP main sensor and a 12MP ultra-wide

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

lens. The Grace 10 takes it a step further with a tri-
ple-camera configuration with micro photother-
apy.48MP main sensor, and a 12MP ultra-wide
lensfurthermoreBoth devices have a 16MP selfie
camera and offer Al-enhanced photography ca-
pabilities to ensure your photos are picture-per-
fect. Stay connected and productive all day long
with the powerful batteries of Grace 9 and Grace
10. The Grace 9 & Grace 10 is equipped with a
J000mAh battery. With Young Tech'’s innovative
energy optimization technology, you'll spend less

4 e — nact
time charging and more time doing what you
love.

Both devices run on the latest version of (An-
droid 13), offering an intuitive and feature-rich
user experience. Enjoy enhanced security fea-
tures fingerprint sensor face lock and a variety
of convenient gestures to streamline your inter-
actions. It offers free accessories including, a mo-
bile phone kit, 10W charger, C-type compatible
USB cable, stereo handsfree, opening SIM key,
tampered glass protector, film protector, phone
protect back cover with warranty card. m
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Pakistan-China sign six agreements
to further CPEC objectwes
——

Paklstan and Chma signed six key documents to help undertake the second phase of the USD 60
billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects under a new model that will further
cement the all-weather strategic relations between the “iron brothers. Vice Premier China also
conveyed Beijing’s willingness to enhance Pakistan’s agro and food exports to China

s the multi-billion-dollar China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) has com-

pleted 10 years in its first phase, China’s

ident Xi Jinping has called for making

“greater contributions” to peace in the broader region.

In a message to mark a decade of the CPEC,
dubbed as a flagship of the Belt and Road Initiative,
Xi said: “China and Pakistan will contimue to work
hand in hand to carry forward ironclad friendship.”
also called for pursuing “cooperation of higher stan-
dards, broader scope, and greater depth, and take the
China-Pakistan all-weather strategic cooperative part-
nership to new heights so as to make even greater con-
tributions to peace and prosperity in the two countries
and the broader region.”

Launched in 2014, CPEC has attracted $25.4
billion in direct investment in 10 years, according to
details shared by Beijing. CPEC is a major economic
and infrastructure project between China and Paki-
stan, which enables China to access the Arabian Sea
through Pakistan's deep seaport at Gwadar.

There have been discussions to include Afghani-
stan in the infrastructure project, and the administra-
tion has also resolved to make the country a transit
hub between Central and South Asia.

China’s Vice Premier He Lifeng travelled to Islam-
abad where he met Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to
commemorate 10 years of the multi-billion project.
The two sides signed at least six new documents as
China and Pakistan begin the second phase of the
CPEC to expand and expedite cooperation under
the project, further cementing the all-weather strate-
Shehbaz Sharif and Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng
witnessed the signing ceremony that was specially or-
ganised to mark 10 years of the CPEC.

Pakistan and China signed six key documents
to help undertake the second phase of the USD 60
billion China-Pakistan Fconomic Corridor (CPEC)
projects under a new model that will further cement
the all-weather strategic relations between the “iron
brothers.” The CPEC, which connects Gwadar Port
in Balochistan with China's Xinjiang province, is op-
posed by India as its route through Pakistan Azad
Kashmir.

In his remarks, Vice Premier He conveyed Pres-
ident Xi Jinping's message of China’s firm support
Pakistan's prosperity and development. He, who is a
member of the Politburo of the Central Committee
of the ruling Communist Party, underlined that Paki-
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the vicissitude of time as the depth of the fraternal ties
goes up to the peoples of the two countries.

He reiterated that as an “iron brother and strategic
partner,” China would continue its existing economic
and financial support to Pakistan. He also conveyed
Beijing's willingness to enhance Pakistan’s agro and
food exports to China. Both countries signed a docu-
ment on the joint cooperation committee on CPEC;
MoU on establishing an export exchange mechanism
within the framework of CPEC; a protocol of phy-
tosanitary requirements for the export of dry chillies
from Pakistan to China and a Document on the final
report on the feasibility study of realignment of KKH
Phase -II. Both sides also signed through diplomatic
channels an MoU on the industrial workers exchange
programme. Prime Minister Sharif expressed pleasure
over the signing of documents and thanked the Chi-
nese Vice-Premier for visiting Pakistan to celebrate
10 years of the CPEC. He recalled that 10 years ago,
the CPEC was signed between then Prime Minister

In a message to mark a
decade of the CPEC, dubbed as
a flagship of the Belt and Road
[nitiative, Xi said: “China and
Pakistan will continue to work
hand in hand to carry forward
ironclad friendship”

Nawaz Sharif and President Xi and implementation
CPEC, more than USD 25 billion in investment has
taken place in sectors like power, road, hydel power,
and public transport. One of the MoUs pertained
to the establishment of an expert exchange mecha-
within the framework of CPEC, aimed at facilitating
knowledge-sharing between the two governments.

The objective is to obtain intellectual support and
consultation for China-Pakistan capacity-building co-
operation and conduct in-depth exchanges of Chinese
experts with the Pakistani government and enterpris-
es. Another MoU signed at the ceremony was about
the protocol of phytosanitary requirements for the ex-
port of dried chillies from Pakistan to China.

The signatories for this protocol were Pang Chunx-
ue, Chargé d’ Affaires of the Chinese Embassy in Pa-
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kistan, on behalf of the General Administration of
Customs of China and Food Ministry Secretary Zafar
Hasan. Similarly, the MoU on the acknowledgement
of receipt of realignment of the Karakorum Highway
(KKIH) Phase-TI Project (Thakot-Raikot) feasibility
study final report was also signed.

The document was signed by Pang on behalf
of the Ministry of Transport of China, and Asim
Ameen, Member Planning, of the National Highway
Authority (NHA), Ministry of Communications of
Pakistan. The MoU on strengthening the workers’
exchange programme has been signed between the
All-China Federation of Trade Unions (ACFTU) and
the Board of Investment, Pakistan under the ambit of
CPEC Industrial Cooperation.

The MoU aimed at fostering exchange program-
mers of the workforce associated with CPEC projects
for skills development, technical training, language
courses, and Chinese experience sharing in special
economic Zones (SEZs) development.

It provides a platform to augment meaningful peo-
ple-to-people exchanges. It is instrumental in strength-
ening the Pak-China Industrial Cooperation and the
development of SEZs through Chinese intellectual
support. It further enhanced the competitiveness of
the CPEC workforce to meet local industrial require-
ments and also supported the requirements of skilled
labour to attract Chinese industrial relocation envis-
aged through CPEC industrial cooperation.

Furthermore, an agreement on the announcement
of the mimites of the 21st Conference of Technical
Committees on Promoting the MI-1 project was also
signed. The project promises of transforming Paki-
stan’s transportation systermn.

In the agreement, both sides resolved to push for-
ward the ML-1 initiative. By focusing on cost efficien-
cy, justified capital outlays, and maximised economic
returns, the MI-1 project will unfold in a systematic,
phased approach.

Meanwhile, addressing the special ceremony,
Prime Minister Shehbaz and Vice Premier He paid
rich tribute to CPEC for its positive contribution to
Pakistan's socio-economic development.

They underscored that as the flagship project of
President Xi Jinping’s Belt and Road Initiative, CFEC
has transformed Pakistan’s economic landscape by
removing infrastructure bottlenecks and eliminating
power shortages.

Expressing satisfaction at the remarkable achieve-
ments of CPEC, they reiterated their resolve to build
on the achievements of the last decade and continue
their cooperation for making it a high-quality demon-
strable project of the BRI m
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Pakistan weighin
gains in joinin

BRICS

N
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Pakistan and Chinahave always enjoyed warm relations. China
has also initiated a number of investment projects in Pakistan,
including the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), and
BRI that would simultaneously support the strategic interests
of both countries

hina is one of the leading blocs that has

warmly welcomed the expansion of

BRICS and showed keen interest in in-

cluding more developing nations, includ-
ing Pakistan, to join the group. Although Pakistan
has not made any official statement on seeking
membership in BRICS yet it is closely observing the
latest developments and will make a decision about
future engagement with BRICS accordingly.

The leaders of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa (BRICS) met in Johannesburg for a
three-day summit recently. The discussions revolved
around establishing a framework and criteria for ad-
mitting new members topping the agenda. China is
one of the leading blocs that warmly welcomed the
expansion of BRICS and showed keen interest in
including more developing nations, including Pa-
kistan, to join the group. China’s President Xi Jin-
ping stated, “We should let more countries join the
BRICS family to pool wisdom and efforts to make
global governance more just and equitable”.

Xi has repeatedly called for unity among the
BRICS states as he pushed the case for expanding
the grouping to face a global “period of turbulence
and transformation.” Pakistan and China have al-
ways enjoyed warm relations. China has also initi-
ated a number of investment projects in Pakistan,
including the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), and BRI that would simmultaneously sup-
port the strategic interests of both countries.

However, before the summit, certain Indian
publications suggested that China wanted Pakistan
to join the BRICS, which New Delhi would strong-
ly oppose. Although background discussions with
foreign ministry officials suggested that Pakistan
is monitoring BRICS activities, it has yet to decide
00whether or not to join the group.
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Pakistan has not made any official statement re-
garding its membership in BRICS, Foreign Office
spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch stated. Her
statement came a day after the bloc welcomed Sau-
di Arabia, Iran, Ethiopia, Egypt, Argentina, and
the United Arab Emirates as members. “We will
examine the latest developments and make a deci-
sion about our future engagement with BRICS,” Ms
Baloch said during the FO’s weekly press briefing.

She said Pakistan is an ardent supporter of mul-
tilateralism and as a member of several multilater-
al organizations it has always played an important
role in global peace and development. She said Pa-
kistan will continue its efforts for fostering the spirit
of international cooperation and revitalization of
inclusive multilateralism.

Responding to a question, the Foreign Office
Spokesperson said Pakistan has repeatedly shared
concerns with the Afghan authorities about the
terrorism threat emanating from Afghanistan. She
said Afghan authorities should honour their com-
mitments of not allowing the use of their land for
terrorism against other countries, including Paki-
stan.

To a question, Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said Paki-
stan’s position on the Taiwan question is consistent
and principled. She said we adhere to the one-Chi-
na policy and regard Chinese Taipei as an inalien-
able part of the People’s Republic of China.

‘When asked about the recent Indian ceasefire vi-
olation on the Line of Control (LoC), the spokesper-
son said this is unacceptable and demanded India to
desist from such actions.

The Foreign Office Spokesperson said the UN
Special Procedures for Human Rights have again
expressed serious concerns about the revocation of
Jammu and Kashmir’s special status by the Indian

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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occupation forces and imposition of restrictions on
freedom of expression, assembly, and association
against civil society actors, human rights defenders,
political figures and journalists in IIOJK.

Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said the latest communi-

cation by the UN Special Procedures is a compre- i

hensive document, covering multi-faceted human
rights abuses in [IOJK under the cover of count-
er-terrorism laws. She said it indicts India on its hu-

man rights record and the grave situation in IIOJK. §

The Spokesperson asked India to end repression of
the Kashmiri people so that they can exercise their
right to self-determination in accordance with the
UN Security Council Resolutions.

“If Pakistan were to apply for its membership, it
might aid in countering the economic challenges it
has faced over the years,” with reference to BRICS
membership, Senator Mushahid Hussain tweeted.
“For starters, Pakistan should apply for member-
ship in BRICS, where the lead role is of China (if
Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia, Egypt & UAE are keen
to join, why not Pakistan?),” Mushahid Hussain
added in the tweet. Iran has described its permanent
membership in BRICS as a “strategic victory” after
South Africa’s president announced the induction
of six new members. Mohammad Jamshidi, the
deputy chief of staff for political affairs to Iran’s
president, took to social media to announce Iran’s
permanent membership in the bloc.

“In a historic move, the Islamic Republic of
Iran becomes a permanent member of BRICS. A
strategic victory for Iran’s foreign policy,” Jamshidi
wrote, congratulating Iran’s supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei and the people of the country.

The expansion of the five-member group of
emerging economies has featured prominently on
the agenda of this year’s summit in Johannesburg,
with five existing members giving their nod.

Iran’s President EbrahimRaisi, one of the world
leaders invited for the 15th BRICS summit, arrived
in Johannesburg. Before boarding the flight to South
Africa, Raisi described BRICS as a “new emerging
power in the world” that brings together “indepen-
dent countries.” He also expressed Iran’s readiness
to bolster cooperation with BRICS member states.

Iran’s membership of the BRICS came amid es-
calating tension between Tehran and Washington
due to a stalemate over the 2015 nuclear deal and
the encounters between the two sides in the Persian
Gulf. Experts see BRICS as a viable counterweight
to the G-7, a powerful US-led political forum that
also includes Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan, and the UK.

X1 has repeatedly called for
unity among the BRICS (Brazil,
Russia, India, China and South
Alfrica) states as he pushed the

case f[or expanding the grouping
to face a global period of turbu-

lence and transformation

BRICS is an influential geopolitical bloc with
five member states — Russia, China, Brazil, India,
and South Africa — which account for 42% of the
world population and are likely to contribute over
50% of global GDP by 2030. Iran applied for full
membership in the bloc in June last year, just days
after President Raisi was invited to virtually address
the BRICS Plus summit.

In his speech, Raisi expressed his country’s will-
ingness to share its “vast capabilities and potentials”
to help the bloc attain its goals while pointing out
challenges such as “conflicting global trends, uni-
lateralism, nationalistic partialities, sanctions, and
coercive economic action.”

Later, Iran’s Foreign Ministry said it hoped that
the country’s full membership of the bloc “will add
value to it” and also informed of consultations in
this regard between Iran and BRICS’ five perma-
nent members. =
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Major reshuftle in
Telenor leadership
to realize 2025

vision proactively

Khurrum
Ashfaque

IrfanWahab
Khan

The Board of Directors of Telenor Pakistan has appointed
KhurrumAshfaque as CEO of 'Telenor Pakistan. He will succeed
IrfanWahab Khan, who has been designated as Senior Vice
President (SVP) in Telenor Asia. Irfan will continue as Chair of
the Board of Directors at Telenor Microfinance Bank (TMB)

he Norwegian telecomnmmnications giant,

elenor, has carried out a significant reshuf-

fle within its leadership structure. Aimed at

enhancing growth in line with the compa-
ny’s 2025 strategic plan, the shuffle promises to bring
a dynarmic shift in the company’s operations.

Jorgen C. ArentzRostrup, erstwhile Head of
Telenor Asia, will now serve as EVP and Head of
Telenor Nordics—a position previously held by Pet-
ter-BerreFurberg. Furberg, on his part, will step into
Rostrup’s shoes as EVP and Head of Telenor Asia.
Both executives will formally take over their new po-
sitions from October 1st.

Rostrup had a productive stint as Telenor’s CFO
from 2016 to 2020 before his appointment as the
Head of Asia. His term saw the successful com-
pletion of two of Telenor’s largest mergers — the
amalgamation of Telenor's DTAC with True Corp
in Thailand and the union of Digi with Celcom in
Malaysia.

“Jorgen was sent to Asia three years ago with a
mandate to deliver growth and modernisation and
grab opportunities in the region. After completing
the two biggest telco mergers in Southeast Asia
and setting up and implementing a strong and fu-
ture-proof organisation in the region, he will now
return to the Nordics,” declared Telenor’s president
and CEO SigveBrekke.

Furberg, on the other hand, held the position of
CEO of Telenor Norway, concurrently managing
the Nordics division. His extensive knowledge of
the Asia market, owing to his tenure as EVPHead
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of Emerging Asia from 2017-2019, coupled with his
experiences in senior roles across Telenor’s Asian
businesses, certainty make his appointment a strate-
gic one. “When Petter-Berre is returning to Asia, we
can utilise the competence of one of our most expe-
rienced leaders with 15 years in previous and differ-
ent roles in the region. He will play an instrumental
role...” added Brekke.

Simmultaneously, Telenor announced the appoint-
ment of AmolPhadke, ex-head of telecoms at Goo-

Jorgen C. Arentz Rostrup,
erstwhile Head of Telenor Asia,
will now serve as EVP and Head
of Telenor Nordics—a position
previously held by Petter-Borre

Furberg

gle Cloud, as EVP and group CTO. With the goal to
set the company’s technology and research strategy,
Phadke will also be responsible for the Group Secu-
sity.

“I am thrilled that Amol has agreed to lead the
next wave of our technology transformation and to
help us drive the use of technology as an enabler for
profitable growth. His extensive leadership experi-
ence from global technology companies and unique
telecom credentials will enable us to navigate..,” not-
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]
ed Brekke.

Meanwhile, the Board of Directors of Telenor
Pakistan has appointed Khurrum Ashfaque as Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of the company. He will
succeed IrffanWahab Khan, who has been designated
as Senior Vice President (SVP) in Telenor Asia. Irfan
will continue as Chair of the Board of Directors at
Telenor Microfinance Bank (TMB). The appoint-
ment is effective from 15 September 2023.

Khurrum comes from the position of Chief Op-
erating Officer (COO) of Telenor Pakistan. He has
been with the company for 17 years and has played a
key role in repositioning Telenor Pakistan as a strong
and efficient company geared for the future.

“I am pleased to see Khurram stepping up and
taking the CEO role. His understanding of the
company and the Pakistani telecom market is un-
matched. I am confident that he will keep up the

company’s momentum and bring perspectives that
drive operational excellence, empower the organisa-
tion and deliver value to customers. I welcome Irfan
to the Telenor Asia leadership team in Singapore and

am pleased that Telenor will continue to gain from
his vast leadership experience,” says Jorgen A. Ros-
trup, Head of Telenor Asia and Chair of the Board
of Telenor Pakistan.

“It's an honour to take on the role of CEO of
Telenor Pakistan. Irfan leaves behind a legacy of in-
novation and growth, and I am committed to build-
ing upon that foundation. As we navigate the evolv-
on empowering our customers and driving digital
transformation. Together with our dedicated team,
I am confident that we will continue to deliver ex-
ceptional services and contribute to Pakistan's digital

future,” says KhurrumAshfaque, appointed CEO of
Telenor Pakistan.

Commenting on the transition, IrffanWahab
Khan shared: “It has been an incredible journey
leading Telenor Pakistan, one marked by dedication,
innovation, and the unwavering commitment of our
exceptional team. As I move on from this role, I am
filled with a profound sense of gratitude. Telenor
Pakistan, its people, and the communities we serve
will forever hold a special place in my heart. I wish
Khurrum the best in his new role and am assured
to empower the communities, drive positive change
and impact lives. I am excited and looking forward to
contributing to Telenor’s broader regional ambitions
with my experiences and insights.”

Irfan joined Telenor in 2004 as the first employee
of Telenor Pakistan and has held different leadership
roles across Telenor Group, both in Europe and Asia.
For the last seven years, he has been CEO of Telenor
in ensuring business resilience and furthering the dig-
italisation agenda. m
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Public anger on high
eleetricity rates mounting
but caretakers unmoved

The situation in Pakistan has become worse as people do not have money to pay their
utility bills and are forced to commit suicide and kill their children for fear of dying of
starvation and hunger. The situation has prodded them to come on the roads and protest
against the wrong policies after taking loans on harsh terms from the IMF. In India,
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Iran the tariffs of utility bills are very nominal even though
people pay from Rs 3.53 to a maximum of 11.79 per unit of electricity. But we are paying
Rs 52 per unit of electricity with almost 13 other taxes. Water charges increased by 400%
and gas charges also increased by 300% to 400% to add to the misery of the white collar
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he situation in Pakistan after hefty electric-

ity bills due to unprecedently increased tar-

iffs, is ‘paving the way towards a civil war’

as people say Pakistan is our country but
no decision is taken at the government level in view
of the financial condition of and for the welfare of
the masses. A ‘handcuffed’ caretaker Federal Cabi-
net has failed to make a decision to provide relief on
inflated electricity bills to the masses, although the
interim Prime Minister made tall claims of deciding
the issue in the interest of the masses while align-
ing himself with the problem facing by the common
man in the country.

According
to sources, the
meeting  head-
ed by caretaker
Prime Minister
AnwarulHagKa-
kar on August
29, concluded
without  taking
any decision on

providing relief to

the people on the

Anwar ul Haq Kakar inflated electricity
Caretaker Prime Minister of Pakistan IER

Sources said

that in the Federal Cabinet briefing, it was discussed
that the IMF agreement should be consulted on this
matter as its conditionalities were the main hurdle in
giving relief to the masses on electricity bills.

Millions of people awaiteda positive response
from the government but the caretaker setup disap-
pointed them all which forced the people to come on
the roads in protest against the extra-ordinary high
utility bills.

There is a huge unrest over the matter. The an-
gry people over the inflated electricity bills observed
shutter-down strikesand held country-wide protests
and rallies to putacross their sentiments to the gov-
ernment and turn it to providing them relief against
the huge amount of the bills which are even from the
minimum of electricity usage.

Everyone is crying at the moment. Many have
been obliged to sell their household goods to pay elec-
tricity bills in the face of millions of Wapda employ-
ees and government officers enjoying free-of-charge
crores of units alongside getting salaries in lakhs of
rupees. The situation has put a big question mark on

Up to 100 units 3.53 | 4.16 (18% hike)
101-300 6.66 | 7.03 (6% hike)
301-500 9.85 | 10.09 (2% hike)
500+ 11.61 | 11.79 (2% hike)
Industry HT 6.88| 6.96 (1% hike)
Commercial HT 7.34| 6.92 (6% drop)

EV charging
(society)

Rail, Monoralil,
Metro

School &
college

Hospital

6.16

6.16

the government i.e., what for it, if it has failed to dis-
charge its responsibility to provide basic amnesty to
the people according to the financial health.

The trade leaders, religious scholars, local bodies
representatives, lawyers, political and public leaders,
and NGOs led the protest rallies across the country.
The protestors termed the increase in electricity bills
as unjustified and malicious and demanded immedi-
ate withdrawal of the same and ensure the availabili-
ty of electricity to the masses at affordable rates. The
protestors vowed to remain up in arms until all the
demands were fulfilled.
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The protesting masses also demanded that the
government should end the provision of free electric-
ity to the notables, employees of Wapda, DISCOS
and controlling electricity theft. The caretaker gov-
ernment is considering the abolition of free units for
the grade 17 to 21 employees of various power sector
entities, apparently, a move to pacify the angry con-
SUmers.

A ‘handcuffed’ caretaker
Federal Cabinet has failed to
make a decision to provide
relief on inflated electricity bills
to the masses. IMF agreement
should be consulted on this
matter as its conditionalities
were the main hurdle in giving
relief to the masses on
electricity bills

Giving the details, the source said that the to-
tal number of Grade 1 to 21 in-service and retired
employees of power sector entities, entitled to free
units is 189,171, who consume 417,105,900 units per
annum. The total cost of the free units is Rs 11.512
billion per annum.

‘Who is responsible for people who have commit-
ted suicide for the reason they were unable to pay
the bill. A man committed suicide by jumping from
Khanna Bridge in Rawalpindi holding the electric-
ity bill in his hand. A man committed suicide after
failing to pay a utility bill in the Multan district.
Many others attempted suicide after seeing the hefty
amounts bill but they were saved by the people.

Masses carrying banners and placards along with
their children criticized the government for making
their lives miserable. The protesters blocked M-4 be-
tween Gojra and Toba Tek Singh and kept it blocked
for traffic for two hours.

The Lahore High Court (LHC) hearing the high
hearing the matter at issue, sent the petition against
inflated electricity bills to the NEPRA for a decision.
Justice Raza Qureshi of the High Court heard a plea
challenging inflated electricity bills.

According to the petition illegal taxes and
over-billing have caused hardships and made the
life of the common man miserable. “PTV fee being
received without any justification,” according to
the plea. The petitioner contended: “Fundamental
human rights of the people being encroached with
wrong and miscalculated electricity bills.” The court
was prayed to intervene and declare the recent hike
in electricity bills as illegal and void in law:

The High Court bench sent the petition to the
NEPRA and directed the regulator to decide the
matter.

The anger against inflated and illogical electricity
bills is gaining momentum countrywide. People are
hitting the streets and burning the bills in protest.

From Karachi to Khyber, and as in the areas sub-
ject to the Federal Government, protests and rallies
picking up momentum and serious apprehension
lurks that they would turn violent if no immediate
action is taken on the genuine public grievance.

The Secretary of the Power Division on the issue
has shed light on the necessity of tariff alterations
due to the upsurge in KIBOR rates. However, fuel
price adjustments also impacted electricity costs,
he said adding that in the fiscal year 2023, the tariff
was initially set at Rs 195 per dollar, but the value
of the dollar surged to Rs284 which necessitated the
increase in the tariffs.

The increase in electricity tariffs predominantly
affected consumers utilizing more than 400 units, he
said, adding the tariff remained unchanged for 63.5
per cent of domestic consumers. For 31.6 percent of
domestic consumers, he said electricity prices saw an
uptick of up to Rs 6.5 per unit.

Notably, a tariff of Rs 7.3 per unit was only ap-
plied to 4.9 percent of domestic consumers, he add-
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It is noteworthy that the ground situation of per
capita income, jobs ratio, daily wages, and financial
capacity of the salaried class must be taken into ac-
count by the administrators of the affairs in Pakistan
before they set the rates of necessities of life as the
economy of the country will move if the people of
this class will be capacitated to work and serve the
country in conducive enviromn.

Did the authorities that how much the high tar-
iff would affect business in Pakistan when they are
already hardpressed due to a high dollar rate against
the rupee? The corporate sector this time is particu-
larly perturbed by the exuberantly costly electricity.
They are concerned that the high cost of production
will lose them competition to sell their products in
the international market where Pakistan is already
fighting hard to grab orders.

A similar protest was organised by the Town Em-
ployees Union (CBA) at Town Hall, Mall Road. The
wotkers chanted slogans against the government for
crushing the lower middle class by accepting every
demand of the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
They said most low-grade employees had received
bills up to Rs15,000 whereas their salary ranged be-
tween Rs30,000 to 40,000 per month.

“If we pay power bills, how will we pass the en-
tire month? Therefore, we are unable to pay these
inflated bills,” said a worker while chanting slogans
against the government. He said the government
should give some relief to the poor rather than crush-
ing them economically through inflated bills.

Various organisations, including the Lahore
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (LCCI), ex-
pressed concerns over the situation due to the raised
cost of electricity and skyrocketing prices of other
commodities.

“We urge the government to cut the electricity
prices; otherwise, the situation can be a precursor to
civil disobedience,” warned LCCI President Kashif
Anwar in a statement.

He lamented that instead of stopping the provi-
sion of free electricity to various public sector depart-
ments and their employees and controlling electricity
theft, the government had increased the electricity
tariff, which was unjust. He said the majority of peo-
ple had been sent bills many times more than their
monthly income.

POWER

Range of 1
TARIFF Consumption Current New
« 0-50 units* Tk 3.50 Tk 3.75

{per unit)
e - -l = 0-75 units

* 76-200 units
'+201-300 units
= 301-400 units

Tk400 Tk4.19
Tk 5.45 Tk 5.72
Tk 570 Tk 6.00
Tk 6.02 Tk6.34
L =401-600 units Tk 930 Tk9.94
FAbove 600 units Tk 10.70 Tk 11.46

MrKashif demanded the government that the fa-
cility of free electricity for certain segments should
be withdrawn immediately as the poor country could
not afford to provide such facilities.

“No tax should be levied on electricity bills of
the consumers using up to 300 units per month,” he
added.

Former water resources minister and senior Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP) leader Syed Khurshid Shah
suggested a reduction of Rs15 per unit in the elec-
tricity tariff, rejecting the “notion” that the caretaker
government could not cut the power rates.

India has introduced new electricity rules that
will allow for cuts in power tariffs of up to 20 per-
cent during the day and increases of up to 20 percent
during peak night hours. The system is expected to
reduce demand on the grid during peak times and
help India work towards its target of achieving 65
per cent of its energy capacity from non-fossil fuels
by 2030.

“There are fewer options left for us in the bad
financial crunch we have been passing through for
the last 4/5 years. In such a limited salary, how can
we pay pills equaling our salary?” asked a protest-
er at Manga Mandi. “We reject this surge in power
bills and we will never pay such inflated bills,” he
declared. m
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he government spends on many develop-

ment projects. It is a practicable sugges-

tion to the government to give solar sys-

tems to the people on free interest in easy
installments so as to save billions of dollars spent
on the import of fuel. Obviously, it will help appre-
ciate the Pakistan rupee against the US dollar and
other currencies. Pakistan is a fuel importer and
a net food importer, for which demand is largely
price inelastic. Hence, the increase in world oil and
food prices inflates our import bill.

The economy has been facing several challeng-
es in recent years, including high inflation, slow
economic growth, and a large trade deficit. One of
the significant factors in these issues is the contin-
ued hike in the dollar price. The dollar price has
been on the rise in Pakistan since the beginning of
2021, and it has had multiple adverse effects on the
national economy.

The Pakistani rupee has been going under pres-
sure and slumped over the last two years which has
now reached a record low against the US dollar. As
of the last week of August, the interbank market
rate of the dollar has crossed Rs 300 against the
rupee while in the open market, it has touched Rs
315.

Money traders opined that the demand was
much higher than the supply of dollars. It's driving
the rate to a historic low, they added. Some econ-
omists said by the opening of the Letter of Credit
demand for the dollar increased whereof it was go-
ing up every day.

There were also reports that some banks were
making money by providing importers with dol-
lars. The importers having 50 to 100 containers in
backlog, were paying up to Rs500,000 per contain-
er to banks to get dollars and get their containers

Bankers reportedly said that up to $5 billion
could be required to clear the backlog and this
would be reflected in the import bill for the coming
months. The import bill in July was $4.219 billion
compared to $3.177 billion in June, showing an in-
crease of $1.042 billion.

As of July 2023, China has by far the most re-
ported foreign currency reserves of any country,
with more than $3 trillion. Japan, in second place,
has around $1.1 trillion. India, Russia, Saudi Ara-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Free download: flare.pk

FLARE REPORT

ECONOMY |

Living highly costly
by all-time high value
of dollar

One of the significant factors in these issues is the continued
hike in the dollar price against the rupee. The dollar price has
been on the rise in Pakistan since the beginning of 2021, which
has had multiple adverse effects on the national economy

bia, Switzerland, and Taiwan also have large re-
serve holdings. The United States currently holds
roughly $244 billion worth of assets in its pool of
reserves, including $36 billion worth of foreign
currencies.

The dollar’s status as the global reserve curren-
cy was cemented in the aftermath of World War I
by the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference, in which
forty-four countries agreed to the creation of the
IMF and the World Bank. At Bretton Woods, a
system of exchange rates was created wherein each
country pegged the value of its currency to the dol-
lar, which itself was convertible to gold at the rate
of $35 per ounce. This was designed to provide sta-
bility and prevent the “beggar-thy-neighbour” cur-
rency wars of the 1930s—a response to the Great
Depression—by which countries abandoned the
gold standard and devalued their currencies to try
to gain a competitive advantage.

By the 1960s, however, the United States did not
have enough gold to cover the dollars in circulation
outside the United States, leading to fears of a run
that could wipe out US gold reserves. Following
failed efforts to save the system, US President Rich-
ard Nixon suspended the dollar’s convertibility to
gold in August 1971, marking the beginning of the
end of the Bretton Woods exchange rate system.
The Smithsonian Agreement, struck a few months
later by ten leading developed countries, attempted
to salvage the system by devaluing the dollar and
allowing exchange rates to fluctuate more, but it
was short-lived. By 1973, the current system of
mostly floating exchange rates was in place. Many
countries still manage their exchange rates either
by allowing them to fluctuate only within a certain
range or by pegging the value of their currency to

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

another, such as the dollar.

The US dollar is still king despite recent chal-
lenges. In addition to accounting for the majority
of global reserves, the dollar remains the currency
of choice for international trade. Major commodi-
ties such as oil are primarily bought and sold in US
dollars, and some major economies, including Sau-
di Arabia, still peg their currencies to the dollar.

Money traders opined that the
demand was much higher than
the supply of dollars. It’s
driving the rate of the rupees to
a historic low, they added. Some
economists said by opening the
Letter of Credit, the demand for
the dollar increased whereof it
was going up every day

Factors that contribute to the dollar’s domi-
nance include its stable value, the size of the U.S.
economy, and the United States’ geopolitical heft.
In addition, no other country has a market for its
debt akin to the United States, which totals roughly
$22.5 trillion. “It’s more helpful to think of U.S.
treasuries as the world’s leading reserve asset,” says
CFR’s Brad W. Setser. “It’s hard to compete with
the dollar if you don’t have a market analogous to

the treasury market.” m
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After electricity, gas

now its Wasa serving
blow of high water,
sanitation rates

'They should interlink all tube wells so that the end users take full
pressure from the water. It is a wrong perception that the hike
of power tariffs, forces to increase in the water and sanitation
rates. kven the sewerage system across Punjab is dysfunctional
as the manholes are not cleaned even once a year. No proper
cleanliness in the streets and huge heaps of garbage are seen
on the roads.

he Oil & Gas Regulatory Authority

(OGRA), the Government agency respon-

sible for regulating the oil and gas sector in

Pakistan, and the National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), established under
Section 3 of the Regulation of Generation, Trans-
mission and Distribution of Electric Power Act,
1997 to regulate tariffs and the provision of elec-
tric power services in the country are given only to
increasing rates of utility services and no focus on
quality services to the masses. After electricity tariffs
have been increased by more than 500% and gas tar-
iffs by 200% to 400%, another price hike bombshell
has been dropped on the masses by Water and San-
itation Agency (WASA). The Agency has increased
over 200% water and sewerage rates from January
2023 to August 2023.

Under the reeling price hike and rising utility bill,
people are starving. The highly dejected people have
no money to pay their utility bills. The poor are up
against such a plight, their children are going without
schooling and they do not have any money to treat
their ailing people. The sitnation is prodding them in
the country to stand up and take to road against the
wrong policies of the government.

After an increase in electricity and petrol prices,
the Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA) has giv-
en the masses a severe blow by increasing the bills
for houses over five marlas by 150 to 200 per cent to
meet its budget deficit.

The civic agency has attributed the hike in its tar-
iff to increased expenses. Drinking water is required
by a population of over 12.5 million in Lahore,
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where more than 600 tube wells have been installed
but they are operated three or four times a day and
that too at very low pressure. They should interlink
all tube wells so that the end users take full pressure
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Under the reeling price hike
and rising utility bills, people
are starving. The highly
dejected people have no mon-
ey to pay their utility bills. The
poor are up against such a
plight, their children are going
without schooling and they do
not have any money to treat
their ailing people. The situa-
tion is prodding them in this
country to stand up and take
to the roads against the wrong
policies of the government

from the water. It is a wrong perception that the hike
in power forces to increase in the water and sanita-
tion rates. Even the sewerage system across Punjab is
dysfunctional as the manholes are not cleaned even
once a year. Now proper cleanliness is in the streets
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and huge heaps of garbage are seen on the roads.

About 774,000 consumers have water connec-
tions in the city. It is estimated that WASA provides
drinking water and sewerage facilities to about eight
million residents of Lahore, while 4.5 million people
are served from other sources.

The Agency provides 70 gallons of water per per-
son per day to its consumers, while there are 56,000
commercial and hundreds of thousands of domestic
water connections in Lahore.

However, the officials said, only 25,000 of the
connections were metered for billing as per the quan-
tity of water consumption, while the other consum-
ers were billed on an average basis.

It now sent a summary to the caretaker govern-
ment for raising the fees to overcome the financial
crisis. The proposal was accepted by the caretaker
cabinet.

The increase in the WASA bills was applicable
from July 1, thus the financial burden on the citizens
has increased as the process of collecting dues began
this month.

According to WASA, the monthly charges have
been increased for a seven-marla house to Rs1,500
per month from 500, 10 marlas to Rs1,800 from
Rs650 and one kanal to Rs3,000 from Rs1,300. The
official did not mention the correct figures as ones
who live in the 8-marla house but getting bill as high
as Rs 2807 per month.

Owners of houses ranging from over 15 to 20
marlas would pay Rs 3780 instead of Rs 900, mark-
ing a 550 percent increase. This incorporates water
charges rising from Rs 600 to Rs 2120 and sewerage

charges increasing from Rs 300 to Rs 1660.
Residents of houses up to 25 marlas are also hit,

facing enhanced charges of Rs 5000 instead of Rs
1595 per month, marking an increase of over 300
percent. Water and sewerage charges for consumers
in this category surge from Rs 1063 and Rs 532 to Rs
2900 and Rs 2100, respectively.

Even more concerning, charges for under-con-
struction houses up to 20 marlas have raised by a
shocking 1500 percent, from Rs 2250 to Rs 30,000.
Other businesses are not spared either; ice factories,
petrol pumps with service stations, bakeries, sweet
shops, fast food outlets, and barber shops are all set
to endure substantial financial burdens.

Despite these drastic rate hikes, Wasa's ability to
upgrade its sewerage system and address the grow-
ing population remains in question. Ageing sewer-
age lines dating back to 1982 or earlier, coupled with
frequent manhole overflows, highlight the agency’s
infrastructural challenges.

Furthermore, during the summer months, the
agency struggles to meet the escalating demand for
water. Owners of under-construction houses now
facing a 1500 percent increase in charges have no
choice but to rely on water tankers to meet their wa-
ter needs.

As the community grapples with these astronom-
ical tariff hikes, questions remain regarding the jus-
tification behind such an increase and whether con-
sumers’ concerns will ever be addressed by Wasa. A
citizen Muhammad Naseer said that the expenses of
the citizens had also increased because of the hike in
the prices of electricity, petroleum and other items,
but the government and its institutions were not
thinking about the plight of the people.

A resident of the metropolis, Rizwan Ahmad,
said the government should withdraw the recent
increase in the prices of petroleum products rather
than allow its department to raise tariffs because of
it. The inflation-hit citizens were shocked to receive
the newly issued monthly bills for water supply and

According to sources, the Housing, Urban Devel-
opment and Public Health Engineering Department
(HUD & PHED) has immediately implemented the
new tariff in Rawalpindi, Lahore, Faisalabad, Gu-
jranwala and Multan through WASA by issuing a

On the other hand, the WASA has also increased
the monthly bill of water supply and sewerage
charges for its commercial customers by 500 per cent
which has severely affected the already beleaguered
businesses. m
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Govt comes down
very harsh on illegal

loan apps

The finance regulator said illegal personal loan apps have

recently raised concerns of mis-selling, data privacy violations,
and coercive recovery tactics. The SECP said it had identified
120 “wunlawfully running apps” through complaints and
surveillance, adding that their cases have been referred to the
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) for action

he Securities and Exchange Commission

of Pakistan (SECP) said it had removed

120 illegal personal loan apps from Goo-

gle and Apple stores to safeguard people
from falling prey to “debt traps.”

Pakistan has been cracking down on loan apps
involved in extorting money through threats and
blackmail since July when the incident of com-
mitting suicide of a 40-year-old man from Rawal-
pindi hit the media headlines across the country.
This poor countryman was unable to pay back the
money he took as a loan from loan apps. His wife
told the police that threats and blackmail from the
lender compelled her husband to take his life.

In Pakistan, the number of people personal
finance apps in the last two years has gone high
while the number of complaints about illegal lend-
ers has increased manifold that the money lenders
are engaged in abusing customers’ data without
any authority and are using aggressive recovery
tactics including threats and blackmail.

“In order to protect the public from falling prey
to debt traps of illegal loan apps, the Securities
and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP),
in coordination with Google, Apple, and the PTA,
has ensured the removal of 120 illegal Loan apps
that were previously available at Google and Ap-
ple Stores,” the SECP said in a press release.

The finance regulator said illegal personal loan
apps have recently raised concerns of mis-selling,
data privacy violations, and coercive recovery
tactics. The SECP said it had identified 120 “un-
lawfully running apps” through complaints and
surveillance, adding that their cases have been re-
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ferred to the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)
for action.

“As a result of SECP’s efforts and continuous
engagement, Google has introduced Pakistan's
Personal Loan App Policy, according to which
Google only allows SECP-approved Person-
al Loan Apps for placement on its Google Play
Store,” it added.

The regulator advised borrowers to obtain
loans only from licensed Non-Banking Financial
Companies (NBFCs).

In a significant move to
protect borrowers from
predatory lending practices,
the government of Pakistan has
recently conducted a
crackdown on several illegal
loan apps

In Pakistan, a rise in the number of users seek-
ing loans from personal finance apps has been
observed as the country continues to suffer from
staggering inflation. Pakistan reported inflation
at 28.3 percent in July while in May, the inflation
rate jumped to a record high of 38 percent.

Reflecting a jump in smartphone use, the num-
ber of Pakistanis using personal finance apps more
than doubled to 19 percent in 2022 from two years
earlier, boosting low rates of financial inclusion,
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according to a survey by Karandaaz Pakistan, a
nonprofit organisation.

Meanwhile, in a significant move to protect
borrowers from predatory lending practices, the
government of Pakistan has recently conducted
a crackdown on several illegal loan apps. These
apps, known for their exploitative tactics and exor-
bitant interest rates, have been banned in the coun-
try to save consumers from falling into debt traps.
The list of prohibited apps includes Superb Loans,
Fair Loans, Plati Loans, UrCash, MyCash, Debit
Campsite, Loan Ctredit Cash, Easy Mobile Loans,
ForiQarz Online, Personal Loan, Easy Loan
Credit Fast Pay, Little Cash-Mobile Loans, Fin-
More-Online Credit Loans, Zetaloan-Easy Credit
‘Wallet, Qarza Pocket-Personal Funds, AsaanQar-
za, Credit Loans, Fast Loan, Harsha Tube-Quick
Money, LoanClub, Tazza Centre-Get Money
Soon, Asan Lab-Easy Apply Money, CashCred-
it-Onlinel .oan, Money Bee, Galaxy Loan, TiCash,
CashPro-Immediate Approval, Rose Cash-Loan
Cash, Hamdard Loan, Bee Cash, Yocash, Sallam
Loan-Online Loan App, Whale, Zenn Park-Easy
Instant Help, Get Welfare, LendHomeQuickCash,
MrLoan, 567 Speed Loan, Rico Box-Easy Apply
Online, Fori Instant Loans, 99 Fast Cash Loan,
Apple Quist Qarz.

The ban came in response to numerous com-
plaints from borrowers who faced harassment and
abusive collection practices from these loan apps.
Many users reported that the apps used unethical
methods to extract repayments, including contact-
ing friends and family, using inappropriate lan-
guage, and threatening with legal action.

The unchecked proliferation of these illegal
loan apps has been a cause of concern for the gov-
ernment and financial authorities. With the rise of
digital lending platforms, many borrowers, espe-
cially those who are financially vulnerable, have
been lured into borrowing money at a high inter-
est rate without fully understanding the terms and
conditions.

In recent times, there has been an alarming in-
crease in reports of borrowers falling into a debt
trap due to these apps’ exploitative practices. Bor-
rowers often find themselves unable to repay the
loans due to the burden of inflated interest rates
hence they get stuck in a cycle of perpetual debt
increase. The ban on these illegal loan apps is a
crucial step towards protecting consumers and en-
suring fair lending practices in Pakistan. The gov-
ernment aims to curb the proliferation of unreg-
ulated digital lending platforms and crack down
on those who exploit borrowers for financial gain.

To further address the issue, the government
is also working on strengthening its regulatory
framework to monitor and control the activities of
online lending platforms. The goal is to encourage
responsible lending practices and to provide a saf-
er environment for borrowers to access credit.

The authorities have urged citizens to report
any other suspicious or illegal loan apps that may
continue to operate despite the ban. With collec-
tive efforts, the government aims to create a more
transparent and secure lending ecosystem, safe-
guarding the interests of borrowers and promoting

responsible lending practices in the country. m
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Govt confers civil
awards at wholesale
to local and foreign

nationals

The government awarded around 695 civil awards to Pakistani

Fi

citizens aswell as foreign nationals at wholesale. Our population
is around 241.49 million. India has the world’s top population
of around 2.2 billion but gave away only 106 civil awards on its
Independence Day. Even Bangladesh honouring 171.3 million
population awarded just 31 civil awards

‘e as a nation celebrate Independence
Day every year on August 14th with
zeal and enthusiasm across the coun-
try. Like the previous governments,
this year the government awarded around 695 civ-
il awards to Pakistani citizens as well as foreign
nationals at wholesale. Our population is around
241.49 million. India has the world’s top population
of around 2.2 billion but gave away only 106 civil
awards on its Independence Day. Even Bangladesh
honouring 171.3 million population awarded just 31
civil awards. It is being done at a time when the coun-
try is ranked among the lowest in the world almost
in all sectors. It is time to adopt austerity measures
in government departments and avoid spending mil-
lions of rupees on such practices. The government
must ban unnecessary events and ceremonies
President Dr Arif Alvi has conferred the ‘Pa-
kistan Civil Awards’ on 696 Pakistani as well as
foreign nationals for showing excellence and cour-
age in their respective fields. These awards include,
seven Nishan-i-Imtiaz, two Hilal-i-Pakistan, 26 Hi-
lal-i-Imtiaz, 1 Sitar-i-Pakistan, 20 Sitara-i-Shuja’at,
61 Sitara-i-Imtiaz, 69 President’s Award for Pride
of Performance, 1 Hilal-i-Shuja’t,1 Sitar-e-Pakistan,
25 Tamgha-i-Shuja’at, 155 Tamgha-i-Imtiaz, 18 Hi-
lal-i-Quaid-i-Azam, 3 Sitara-i-Quaid-i-Azam, 4 Si-
tar-e-Khidmat and 4 Tamgha-i-Khidmat.
Although government scrutiny and merit to pick
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up the actual people for investing awards is hard to
question. Yet some visible realities strike that mind
that the government ignored the hidden heroes of
the nation who sacrificed and spent their lives to
safeguard the country and contribute to its devel-
opment. For example in the latest event, two local
people declared heroes for saving students’ lives in
the Battagram rescue operation. They deserved
Tamgha-I-Shuja’at who played a key role in the suc-
cessful rescue of stranded 6 children and two men.
Sahib Khan is a civilian and an expert in chairlifts
who assisted the Army officials and the SSG com-
mandos in the safe rescue of the stranded students
through ground operations.

It is a good decision by the federal government
to confer Hilal-e-Imtiaz on the officers who played
a role in the successful settlement of the $5 billion
Reko Diq dispute between the government of Paki-
stan and the Tethyan Copper Company.

According to sources, these officers include Fed-
eral Secretary for Law and Justice Raja Naeem Ak-
bar, former International Dispute Unit head Ahmed
Irfan Aslam and Brigadier Atif Rafique.

These officers represented the Pakistani govern-
ment at various legal forums during the Reko Dig
dispute and negotiated with the company, which
resulted in an out-of-court settlement and financial
compensation to the national exchequer.

We commemorate the paramount sacrifices
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made by our ancestors because of which we are able
to identify ourselves in the international community
as a nation and our flag of the crescent and star has
become the symbol of pride and honor for us.
Pakistanis throughout the world celebrate 14th
of August with zeal and enthusiasm to eulogize the
hard work and immense sacrifices made by our an-
cestors for the glorious achievement of an indepen-
dent nation. This day also revives the commitments
and aspirations made on the Independence Day by
us

Although the struggle for separate homeland had
been under way from a very long period of time but
on 23rd of March, the day when The Pakistan Res-
olution was passed and it was declared that Muslim
nation has its own identity and for its preservation
Muslims of subcontinent need a separate homeland,

After the Resolution of Pakistan, the achieve-
ment of Pakistan became accessible and our ances-
tors after enduring lots of hardships and obstacles
gained Pakistan on 14th of August, 1947. At that
time Pakistan had diminutive resources but our an-
cestors had endeavored industriously for the progress
of our nation.

They had laid down their precious possessions
and belongings for building of this nation. Our an-
cestors by following Quaid’s advice of working hard
the road to success. They even used Acacia’s thorns
in place of common pin but did not complain that
they had not got anything as common as a pin.

Sumber of Civil Awards(20014-2023)

Year | 2014 | 2005 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023

Pakistan | 159 | 156 | 132 [ 140 | 127 [ 106 | 184 [ 125 | 225 | 696

141 | 11 118 I

Bangladesh| 25 (23 |32 (33 |39 (35 |30 |31 |35 | 31

Everyone worked rigorously for the prosperity of
the country with passion. They even had to acquire
education under the open sky and the fruit of their
indomitable spirit is evident as the world has now
acknowledged us as the first Islamic atomic power.

Quaid-e-Azamm Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the
founder of Pakistan, was suffering from Tuberculo-
sis and both his lungs were perforated like a sieve but
he hid his illness from all and persevered despite his
frail health to achieve independence from Pakistan.

If the detractors of Pakistan had got even a whiff
that the Quaid was suffering from a terminal ill-
ness, all they would have had to do was to delay the
process of the departure of the British, Mr. Jinnah
would have perished and there would have been no
Pakistan. The extreme ailment and exertion took its
toll and the Quaid breathed his last soon after gain-
ing independence.

The government ignored the
hidden heroes of the nation
who sacrificed and spent their
lives to safeguard the country
and contribute to its devel-

opment. For example in the

latest event, two local people
declared heroes for saving
students’ lives in a Battagram
rescue operation

Quaid’s able and trusted lieutenant Nawabzada
Liaquat Ali Khan tried to steer Pakistan through its
nascent stage, where Indian egocentricity deprived
Pakistan of its just share of the assets it was to re-
ceive after Partition. In the aftermath of the mass
exodus of refugees, settling them, feeding and hous-
ing them, taking care of a nation whose treasury was
empty, Liaquat Ali Khan performed Herculean tasks
to settle Pakistan on its own feet but he was brutally
assassinated because he was going to abolish feudal-
ism in Pakistan. =
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t is a common practice of the local brands in
Pakistan that at the end of summer, they offer
a grand sale on stitched and unstitched clothes.
They offer 50-60% off on all available stocks to
attract ladies, especially those who are brand-con-
scious. They rush to the outlets to get their favourite
brands. Such companies never meet the price differ-
ence from their own pocket hence they usually use
low-quality clothes or dead items which are out of
fashion or outdated. In fact, through brands, they
deceive innocent people in the name of grand sales
whereby they get their sales increased manifold.

A class of Pakistanis love to wear clothes and
always prefer brands because it believes, clothing
defines the entire personality of a person and is an
expression that tells how you look and feel about
yourself. The people of this class are aware of brands
and sometimes do not hesitate to go in for their fa-
vourite brands at higher prices, because they reflect

Pakistan’s top brands are working to bring the
best apparel to women, children, and men. Thus,
mumerous clothing brands in Pakistan deal in sophis-
ticated and beautiful clothing.

Most women's clothing brands in Pakistan have
the same and good quality, which every woman
would love to try. Every woman wants to wear styl-
ish clothes.

Since most women are brand-conscious so, ma-
jority of them looks for affordable brands that work
in fabulous clothes. There are many local and inter-
national brands but top clothing brands in Pakistan
are relatively in the financial range of women. How-
ever, there is a race among women to have the best
brand of clothes, footwear and artificial jewellery at
the earliest. And their aspiration for it gets fanned
even more when they hear of branded items on
sale anywhere. Sometimes, their ambition to get at
in-fashion stuff overpowers their moral level which
leads the women to go physical from verbal brawl
over a special item.

Police arrested six individuals involved in the
brawl during a sale on first-day sale at Sapphire out-
let in Faisalabad. A routine sale of clothes turned
into a chaotic scene when eager customers, predom-
inantly women, engaged in a fierce brawl to get their
hands on their favourite designs.

Eyewitnesses reported that a large number of
women had gathered outside the shop from the ear-
ly hours of the morning, eagerly awaiting the com-
mencement of the sale.

As the shop’s doors were opened, a frenzy result-
ed as everyone rushed to grab their preferred suits,
triggering clashes among the customers.

The fight among the women intensified as they
rushed to claim the most sought-after designs, and
suits were snatched from each other’s hands.

The situation escalated when some of the wom-
en called in men for support, and when they came
the scene became more nasty resulting in firing in-
side the shop.

Madinah Town Police were promptly informed
of the chaotic situation and a team rushed to the
spot to restore order. The police took control of
the situation and managed to detain six individuals
involved in the brawl, while a case was registered
against the apprehended individuals.

It all started with a sale event that attracted a
large mumber of people and out of the blue, it turned
into turmoil, with women, getting their hands on
each other in a free-fall; and that’s all just for their
favourite dresses.

Videos on social media show huge buyers out-
side the shop from early morning, and it all ended
in a haphazard manner.

Brands create standards and give significant im-
portance to quality, durability, and value for money,
reaching customers’ demands and satisfying their
spending. The top brands most people go in for in-
clude.

Silbury: There is no doubt that Silbury tops
most of the lists because it is one of the most af-
fordable and reasonable clothing brands in Pakistan
and offers a diverse product line. Silbury has a com-
prehensive range of unstitched and ready-to-wear
garments with highly comfortable, efficient designs
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and reliability.

Limelight: It is one of the top fashion retail
brands with over 60 stores across Pakistan and on-
line stores like no other. Limelight offers a one-stop
shop for all your high fashion needs.

Now Soffio is the growing brand of women in
Pakistan, offering exclusive western and eastern
wear collections at lower prices and good quality.
The limelight unstitched collection still has beau-
tiful prints that any woman will love at excellent.

The fight among the wom-
en intensified as they rushed
to the outlets to get the most

sought-after designs and suits
which they were seen snatching
from each other’s hands

Khaadi: In December 1998, Khaadi was
launched as one of Pakistan's top best brands.
Khaadi has emerged as the most affordable suc-
cession brand in Pakistan. There are multiple de-
signs and collections of Khaadi, like formal wear
unstitched, and on the other side, the initial cost fall
just PKR 1500, such as leading apparel brands.

Sana Safinaz: Although Sana Safinaz is one
of the oldest brands in Pakistan, the most crucial
thing is the bright colour and fun prints that make
the buyer happy; thus, the starting price of Sana Sa-
finaz is enough to make you run to their store and
get dressed up according to you.
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Gul Ahmad: Gul Ahmad is old and included
among the topmost popular brands of Pakistan, es-
pecially for its exceptional fabric quality and inter-
esting cuts in store, which are relatively in approach
and reasonable for print and quality.

Nishat Linen: Nishat Linen is among the most
liked brand by the population of Pakistan because
they introduce their products with very bright and
unique delicate colours and beautiful prints for
which you get a wide variety of successful options.

Nishat Linen also carries a collection of chil-
dren’s and men’s clothing at a starting price if you
need to buy them for your loved ones.

Soffio: Soffio is Pakistan's most trusted cloth-
ing store in quality and fashion, which is the top
priority always. Soffio is a famous clothing brand
for women to make them personality-specific. It
provides the best quality clothing for women by
giving a stunning look to the unstitched collection
of Soffio.

Al -Karam: Everyone knows and loves al-
Karam, and its unique designs al-Karam has a vast
collection for men and kids, and thus most of the
styles start with excellent quality and as well as with
low prices.

AlKaram has been included in most top best
brands in Pakistan. Al-Karam has been presenting
brands for a long time back.

Bonanza Satrangi: Bonanza Satrangi designs
clothes with a feminine touch and aspires to em-
power women to feel good in their skin. It is one of
the largest brands in Pakistan for women, men, and
children, and the result is a one-stop shop.

Bonanza Satrangi has excellent quality and is
a famous brand. And get a dress at an affordable
price. m
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New York City co-names street
Allama Igbal Avenue’ in honor
of national poet

}Fﬁ
)

Adrienne Adams, épeaker of the Yofk City Council said: “We are honoured to celebrate the co-
naming of 109th Street and 101st Avenue as ‘Allama Igbal Avenue’.” He stated that the foundation
of Pakistan as an independent nation was made possible by Allama Igbal’s efforts and vision

llama Igbal, the esteemed poet of the na-

tion and worldwide acknowledged per-

sonality, now has a road named after him

in the Queens district of New York City.
This naming coincides with Pakistan’s Independence
Day celebration.

A significant mumber of attendees gathered in
Richmond Hill, Queens, for a ceremony during
which the newly designated “Allama Igbal Avenue”
was inaugurated. Amidst the waving of the nation-
al flags of Pakistan, enthusiastic voices chorused,
‘Pakistan Zindabad.” The event marked the culmi-
nahonofpemstentandpasmonaieadmcacybyﬂm

& #‘I’HII .

Pakistani-American comnmunity, with the non-profit
organization American-Pakistani Advocacy Group
(APAG) playing a pivotal role in bringing this dedi-
cation to fruition.

Masood Khan, the ambassador of Pakistan to
the United States, commended Ali Rashid, the leader
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of the American Pakistani Advocacy Group, for his
initiative in getting the street in New York co-named
‘Allama Igbal Avenue.’ Additionally, he praised Ali
Rashid for his tireless efforts to improve ties between

The event marked the
culmination of persistent and
passionate advocacy by the
Pakistani-American community,
with the non-profit organization
American-Pakistani Advocacy
Group (APAG) playing a pivotal
role in bringing this dedication
to fruition.

Pakistan and the US and for raising understanding of
Pakistani culture and history in the US.

Adrienne Adams, Speaker of the New York City
Council, gave a speech at the event and said: “As we
approach Pakistan Independence Day, we are hon-
oured to celebrate the co-naming of 109th Street and
101st Avenue as ‘Allama Igbal Avenue’.” He stated
that the foundation of Pakistan as an independent
nation was made possible by Allama Igbal’s efforts
and vision.

Born on November 9, 1877, in Sialkot Punjab
province, DrAllama Muhammad Igbal was a great

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

leader of the Pakistan Movement.

He was regarded as a great national sufipoet of
the modern age and was a man of great ideas, com-
mitment and dynamics.

Allama Igbal was not only a great poet and think-
er but was also a political statesman and philosopher

who infused a revolutionary spirit in the Muslims of
the subcontinent through his universal poetry and
earned the title of Allama due to his deep thinking,
statesmanship and far-sightedness.

Some months ago, New York City Council
passed a resolution renaming some 129 thorough-
fares and public places. “Congratulations to all the
world commmnity in general and Punjabi and Sikh

| A\\arna \q’na\ ?
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Community in particular for successfully getting the
Street in front of the Sikh Cultural Society co-named
as Guru Nanak Way,” Toor said in an email he sent
out. Toor is a former president and chairman of the
Sikh Cultural Society of Richmond Hill. m
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Many major states
don’t celebrate
Independence Day
hke Paklstan
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Countries in light green or grey don’t celebrate independence
day. These are countries that weren't controlled by other
countries throughout their history, e.g. France, Ethiopia, China,

Russia, ete. Instead, these countries usually celebrate some

other important day, e.g. in France they celebrate Bastille Day

which signified the beginning of the French Revolution

he most famous Independence Day might
be the Fourth of July, celebrated in the

United States. However, it is not the only
one. More than 150 countries celebrate In-
dependence Day around the globe.

Pakistan celebrated Independence Day by spend-
ing billions of rupees on flags, children’s garments
painted with Independence Day celebration slogans
and flags. The country celebrated independence with
full enthusiasm. The rallies and colourful events were
organised in which rich tribute was paid to martyrs
and heroes of the Pakistan movement and those
who defended it. Flag hoisting ceremonies were held
across the country and national anthem and national
songs were played therein.

The kids also celebrated independence day by
wearing colourful dresses corresponding to the day
while they also looked busy decorating their houses
badges on Pakistan colour dresses.

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee, Services Chiefs and the Pakistan Army ex-
tended their heartfelt felicitation to the nation on the
76th Independence Day of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan.

In a statement, the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions ISPR said “Independence Day reminds us of
the vision, fortitude, and countless sacrifices which
our ancestors offered to realise our elders and great
Quaid’s dream of a free and independent country.”

It said thousands of sons of the soil have laid
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down their lives for thedefence of the motherland
and to preserve the cherished dream of freedom of
our forefathers.

The ISPR on behalf of the Pakistan Army
pledged that “irrespective of the challenges we face
today, forces will preserve and strengthen peace, so-
cietal harmony, and unity among the nation. We will
not let inimical forces succeed, which are hell-bent
on creating fissures and division among the Armed
Forces and people of Pakistan.”

“Armed Forces of Pakistan, with the support of
the nation, is always alert to defend the territorial
integrity and peace of the motherland and contime
serving the nation as per the aspirations of the peo-
ple of Pakistan, InshaAllah.”

It is noted some developed countries do not have
Independence Day or do not celebrate it. None of
the constituent parts of the United Kingdom - En-
gland, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland - has
an independence day. Nor is there any kind of inde-
pendence day marked in the United Kingdom as a
whole, either. Each constituent part of the UK has
a patron saint, whose feast day (although, outside of
a religious context, not many people call it a feast
day nowadays - the term Saint’s Day is more usual)
is marked with varying degrees of formality in the
respective parts - St. George (23 April) for England,
St. Andrew (30 November) for Scotland, St. David
(1 March) for Wales and St. Patrick (17 March) for
Northern Ireland. Those are the closest things that
the constituent parts of the UK have to a ‘national
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Similarly, there is no ‘constitution day’ or equiva-
lent in the United Kingdom, although various dates
along the way in the history of the United Kingdom
(basically, the dates on which one or more of the
constituent parts joined the union or a predecessor
to the current union) could have been chosen for
this purpose, but have not been. Possibly because the
formation of the United Kingdom took place as a
series of events occurring over a number of centuries
from the 1200s through to the 1800s, rather than as
a result of a single event. The UK in its current form
has existed since 6 December 1922, when the then-
Irish Free State seceded from the union (although
some would argue that the devolution that was intro-
duced in Scotland and Wales in 1997-1999, together
with the constitutional reforms in Northern Ireland
brought about by the Good Friday Agreement of
1998 (effective in 1999), represent a new phase in the
constitutional development of the UK). Again, no
single date could be easily chosen for this purpose.

Beyond the above-mentioned Saint’s Days
{(which, as mentioned, are commemorated to vary-
ing degrees), there is no great interest in the UK in
‘national days’, ‘constitution days’ etc. In contrast,
for example, to the annual interest given in the Unit-
ed States to the Independence Day celebrations on
4 July, in France to the Bastille Day celebrations on
14 July etc., such concepts are just ‘not part of the
culture’ in the UK.

Countries in light green or grey don't celebrate
independence day. These are countries that weren't
controlled by other countries throughout their histo-
1y, e.g. France, Ethiopia, China, Russia, etc. Instead,
these countries usually celebrate some other import-
ant day, e.g. in France they celebrate Bastille Day
which signified the beginning of the French Revolu-
tion. Some countries, like Australia, were colonized
by other countries, but nonetheless do not celebrate
their independence as official holidays.

Many people seem to have mistaken Turkey’s
Republic Day for Independence Day. We celebrate
the foundation of our Republic on the 29th of Octo-
ber, not our independence. So, Turkey doesn’t have
an Independence Day either.

Nepal was never colonised by any country, de-
spite being a small country. It has always remained
a sovereign nation and acted as a buffer between Im-
perial China and British India in the past. Therefore,
it does not celebrate any form of Independence Day.
Nepal is also one of the oldest countries in South
Asia.

Thailand never celebrated Independence Day as
it never had to fight for its freedom from a foreign
ruler. The Chinese were never fully colonised and
were ruled by monarchs. Canadians do not celebrate

Independence Day, but on July 1 they celebrate the
anniversary of Confederation.

Pakistan celebrated the 76th
Independence Day by spend-
ing billions of rupees on flags,
children’s garments painted
with Independence Day
celebration slogans and flags.
The nation celebrated the
independence with full
enthusiasm

Along with India some other countries also cel-
ebrate independence day on the 15th of August.

On 15th August 1945, Korea got independent from
Japanese colonial rule after 35 years. In South Ko-
rea, it is known as “Gwangbokjeol” (the day the
light returns) and in North Korea, it is known as
“Chogukhaebanguinal” (fatherland liberation day).
On 15th August 1971, Bahrain declared indepen-
dence from Britain. On 15th August 1866, it gets free
from Germany. The Republic of Congo is celebrated
on 15th August 1960. =
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lant diseases and insect attacks on crops are
the major threats to global food production.
And pesticides are used to combat diseas-
es and insecticides. Efficient monitoring
and detection of plant pathogens are instrumental

|| in restricting and effectively managing the spread

of the disease and reducing the cost of pesticides.
Traditional, molecular, and serological methods that
are widely used for plant disease detection are often

. ineffective if not applied during the initial stages of

pathogenesis when no or very weak symptoms ap-
pear. Drones are being used worldwide to protect
crops by effectively spraying them with pesticides.

Pakistani farmers can now also take full advan-
tage of drone technology to save crops. The drones
are simple, fast, affordable and easy to use. Local
production has reduced the cost of agricultural
drones by one-third. The market is witnessing sig-
nificant growth due to the increased awareness of
digital agriculture, leading to a growing demand for
agriculture drones equipped with advanced imaging
sensors. These drones enable farmers to monitor
plant health, detect diseases or pests, and assess crop
yields through high-resolution aerial imaging, allow-
ing them to take timely actions and improve produc-
tivity and resource efficiency.

Pakistani farmers are also tending to the use of
agriculture drone technologies. Yet much still needs
to be done to make the farmers aware and train them
on the use of this technology. However, it is growing
awareness among them that the drone assists with
spraying, fertilizing and assessing crops and also
monitor the attack of insects, crops health and wa-
ter level. The farmers claimed that the old methods
are time-consuming processes and a large quantity
of pesticides are used. It sometimes becomes hard to
find labours. Drones are useful in many ways.

“We spray our field in very little time with its
help. We have got very good results from its use. We
hoped we got bumper crops by using drone technol-
ogies,” the farmers viewed.

There are many companies entered into drones
technologies business as farmers adopt it without
any fear or hesitation because it will give them good
results.

Agriculture drones also offer benefits like re-
duced manual labour, faster data collection, and in-
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Drone tech big help to
combat plant diseases,
raise produce

The farmers claimed that the old methods are time-consuming
and a large quantity of pesticides is used therein. [t sometimes
becomes hard to find labours. Drones are useful in many ways.
We spray our field in very little time with its help. We have got
very good results from the use of drones in agriculture. We
hoped we got bumper crops by using the drones technologies

creased coverage of large agricultural areas, resulting
in cost savings, improved efficiency, and higher crop
yields. As more farmers recognize these advantages,
the market for agriculture drones is expected to ex-
perience significant growth, supporting sustainable
farming practices and meeting the global demand for
food production.

The camera systems are likely to account for the
largest share of the agriculture drone market by 2028.
Agdvanced imaging sensors, including multispectral
and thermal cameras, provide valuable insights into
plant health, disease detection, and crop monitoring.
The increasing demand for accurate and detailed
aerial imagery in precision agriculture is driving the
dominance of the camera segment.

Pakistani farmers can now
make full use of drone
technology to save and increase
produce. The drones are
simple, fast, affordable and
easy to use

drones, farmers can make informed decisions re-
garding irrigation, pesticide application, and overall
crop management. Cameras contribute significantly
to the advancement of digital agriculture and the im-
provement of crop productivity.

On the other hand, remote sensing (RS) tech-
niques utilizing drones are very effective for the rapid
identification of plant diseases in their early stages.
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Currently, drones, play a pivotal role in the monitor-
ing of plant pathogen spread, detection, and diagno-
sis to ensure crops’ health status. The advantages of
drone technology include high spatial resolution (as
several sensors are carried aboard), high efficiency,
usage flexibility, and more significantly, quick detec-
tion of plant diseases across a large area with low
cost, reliability, and provision of high-resolution
data. Drone technology employs an automated pro-
cedure that begins with gathering images of diseased
plants using various sensors and cameras. After ex-
tracting features, image processing approaches use
the appropriate traditional machine learning or deep
learning algorithms.

Features are extracted from images of leaves us-
ing edge detection and histogram equalization meth-
ods. Drones have many potential uses in agriculture,
including reducing manual labour and increasing
productivity. Droﬂsesmaybeabletopmwdeeady

Pakistan Ambassador to China, MoinulHaque
invited the Chinese drone manufacturers to move
to Pakistan and set up unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) / drone industry and production units in the
special technology zones which were being set up
in the country. The representatives of key Chinese
companies in the UAV/Drone supply chain made
presentations with regard to their products’ practical
usage and project implementation. The companies
like GREPOW Battery, Guangdong Kunpeng Envi-
ronmental, Hawk Eye Technology Co., Ltd, Shen-
zhen Geneinno Technology Co., Ltd, BAI NA ZHI
Hang, Sparkle Tech Ltd, Shenzhen HetaiNongch-
uang participated in the event.

The writer is a senior journalist with 35 years of rich
experienice int the profession.
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Sale of Islamic Ijarah

Sukuk fetches record
Rs371 billion to

government

The government intended to raise a total of Rs240 billion

from the auctions, however, the Sukuks were oversubscribed
by 200%, with total bids received equivalent to over Rs508
billion (approximately $1.77 billion), according to bankers

whopping amount of Rs371 billion,

which is over $1.29 billion, was gen-

erated in the country’s record sale of

JjarahSukuk, which made it the largest
issuance of Islamic bonds in a single auction since
the Sukuk program’s launch in 2008.

As per the bankers, the government raised this
amount via the settlement of Sukuk on August 7.
Various banks participated in the auction for in-
vestment in the Government of Pakistan Ijarah-
Sukuk on August 3.

Six denominations were open for bidding in
the Sukuk, which included one-, three-, and five-
year fixed-rate Sukuk, and one-, three-, and five-
year variable-rate Sukuk.

The government intended to raise a total of
Rs240 billion from the auctions, however, the
Sukuks were oversubscribed by over 200%, with
total bids received equivalent to over Rs508 billion
(approximately $1.77 billion), according to bank-
ers.
On the basis of the announced cutoff rates,
Sukuk equivalent to Rs371 billion were issued un-
der five denominations, while all bids were reject-
ed against the five-year fixed rate denomination.

The rental rate against the above Sukuk varied
from 18.49% per annum to 23.62% per annum,
depending on the tenure of the Sukuk. The rental
payment is to be made on a half-yearly basis with
Sukuk redemption at maturity.

The underlying asset utilized for Sukuk issu-
ance was Islamabad Expressway, on which an
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Jjarah Sale and Lease Back transaction was per-
formed.

The underlying Shariah Structure of the Sukuk
was approved by the Shariah Advisory Committee
of the State Bank of Pakistan, while the transac-
tion was led by Meezan Bank Limited alongside
Dubai Islamic Bank Pakistan Limited and Bank
Alfalah Limited as Joint Financial Advisors to the
transaction.

Ahmed Ali Siddiqui, the head of Shariah
Compliance at Meezan Bank, said the government
now places more emphasis on issuing Sukuk than
on interest-based borrowing, which benefits the
economy, saves the government cost, encourages
financial inclusion, strengthens the Islamic bank-
ing sector, and aids in the government’s compli-
ance with the Federal Shariat Court’s ruling that
interest must be removed from the economy.

With Islamic banks reporting healthy asset
growth, demand for local currency sukuk has in-
creased. By 2025, the SBP wants to increase its
share of Islamic banking to 35%.

Presently, the share of the Islamic banking
industry is 20%. The government implied that it
would convert the current interest-based banking
system to an interest-free model by December
2027 when it declared last year that it would im-
plement the Federal Shariat Court’s ruling.

The Central Directorate of National Savings
(CDNS) has set a target of Rs75 billion in fiscal
year 2023-24 to promote the Islamic financial sec-
tor in the country.
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The aim was to infroduce new dimensions
in the Islamic finance sector, a senior official of
CDNS told the media. The official informed that
CDNS had reviewed and set a target of Rs60 bil-
lion in the fiscal year (2022-23) for Islamic invest-
ment to introduce the new products in the market.
“Islamic finance has a very important role in the
global financial sector at this time, and a large part
of the economy of many major countries currently
includes Islamic finance,” The senior official said,
adding that work on Islamic finance is still needed
in Pakistan.

He said that at present, work was being done
on institutional reforms in CDNS and new re-
forms and innovations were being introduced.
He said, “At this time Automated Teller Machine
(ATM) has also been introduced in CDNS which
will provide enough facilities to the users.”

The official said, “CDNS will now provide
facilities to its customers as a complete bank.”
Replying to a question, he said: “The CDNS has
digitised National Savings Certificates (INSCs) for
the convenience of consumers and to modernise
the institutional process.” He said the CDNS and
Central Depository Company of Pakistan Limited
{(CDCP) signed an agreement to start a pilot proj-
ect to digitise and dematerialise the N5Cs.

The Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS) has
set a target of Rs75 billion in
fiscal year 2023-24 to promote
the Islamic financial sector in
the country

The official said that this would increase in-
vestment in National Savings and increase con-
sumers’ confidence, adding that the agreement
between National Savings and CDCP was a part
of the automation and digitisation of the insti-
tution. He said the CDNS has digitised National
Savings Certificates (INSCs) for the convenience of
consumers and to modernise the institutional pro-
cess. Replying to another question, the official said
that the Central Directorate of National Savings
(CDNS) has set a target of Rs1,743 billion for the
current Fiscal Year 2023-24, to promote the saving
culture in the country.

This is Rs443 billion additional than the target
of Rs1,300 billion for the previous financial year
2022-23, he said. The official said: “The Central
Directorate of National Savings (CDINS) attained
the target of issuing Rs1.48 trillion in fresh bonds
in the fiscal year 2022-23.”

ollwll ool

Dubai Islamic Bank

Bank Alfalah G

The Commission for Transformation of Finan-
cial System set up in the State Bank of Pakistan
pursuant to the Supreme Court Judgment on Riba
dated December 23, 1999, approved essentials of
Islamic modes of financing including Mushara-
ka, Mudaraba, Murabaha, Musawama, Leasing,
Salam and Istisna. The State Bank of Pakistan's
Shariah Board has reviewed and approved these
essentials of Islamic modes of financing and rec-
ommended that the same may be circulated to
the banks conducting Islamic banking business in
Pakistan as guidelines. m
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situation in the country has become

worse as talented youth like doctors, engi-

neers, IT experts, economists and labourers,

who are reckoned as the engine to run the
economy of any country, have left the country due to
the lack of job opportunities. The flight of Pakistani
youth to various countries in search of job in the re-
cent past has reached the alarming figure of over 1.2

According to figures from the Bureau of Emigra-
tion, 700,000 Pakistanis have moved to Saudi Arabia,
229,000 to the United Arab Emirates, over 100,000 to
Oman, and around 90,000 to Qatar.

As per Directorate General of Immigration &
Passports recently reported a spike in the average
mumber of applications received per day, from 24,000
to 40,000. It is also unprecedented that in the course
of a year, Pakistan's GDP growth rate has come
down from 6.1 percent to somewhere around 0.3 per-
cent, while large-scale manufacturing has seen a huge
recession, with growth falling from 10.6 percent last
year to -8.11 percent. This outlines the picture that
Pakistani talent is obliged to leave the country given
the highly squeezed ratio of jobs in the country. Ma-
jor car manufacturers in the country have reported an
80 percent drop in sales over the past year, while a
severe clampdown on imports, carried out to stem the
outflow of foreign exchange, has crippled the textile
sector, rendering nearly seven million workers jobless.

In over a year, nearly one million Pakistanis have
left for the UAE, Saudi Arabia and Qatar in search of
a better living.

More than 832,000 people, including 400,000
land in the first half of this year in search of em-
ployment prospects overseas, adding to the so-called
“brain drain” crisis. A total of 2.75 million young
people have left Pakistan in the last five years as a re-
sult of this trend, which has persisted throughout the
past few years.

Experts firmly believe that the main causes of this
flight are unstable economic conditions, excessive in-
flation, and unemployment which all have resulted
from the prolonged political instability. These issues
are widespread across the nation’s diverse regions.
According to reports, more than 1.2 million young
people have sought employment abroad.

Further analysis of the data reveals that 832,000

people moved to other nations across 40 sectors in
just the first half of this year alone in search of career
prospects. This category consists of people with ex-
cellent training and abilities. The data shows that tal-
ented people from a variety of occupations have left
Pakistan during the last 18 months which is marked

= by the worst kind of political turmoil in the country

and the failed policies of the preceding government.
There are 11,000 accountants, 11,000 engineers,
4,000 physicians, 34,000 technicians, and 37,500
managers, among other notable numbers.

The data also reveals the exodus of experts from a
variety of other sectors, including 4,000 nurses, 1,560
instructors, 29,000 electricians, 13,445 computer typ-
ists, 8,000 agricultural specialists, 15,000 computer
operators, 24,000 supervisors, and more than 1,600
draughtsmen.

Many young Pakistanis looking for better em-
ployment opportunities during this time migrated to
Arab nations like Saudi Arabia (700,000), the United
Arab Emirates (229,000), Oman (111,000), and Qa-
tar (90,000). The data show that outside the Middle
East, more than 8,000 Pakistanis moved to Great
Britain, while more than 1,000 others chose to settle
in other European states. A year ago, life in Pakistan
was somewhat good for Talha Khan, a digital mar-
keting expert. Work was plentiful, bills were being
paid on time, his son was going to school, and the
35-year-old was adding significantly to his savings
every month. But now everything is disturbed and
appears upside down.

In April 2022 the country was thrown into po-
litical chaos, when Imran Khan was dismissed as
prime minister by a vote of no confidence, and lat-
er detained on corruption charges. The unrest only
worsened an already dire economic situation, leav-
ing heavily indebted Pakistan to grapple with one of
the worst financial crises in its history, and pushing
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Alarming number
of youth leaving
Pakistan due to
bleak job prospects

[t is also unprecedented that in the course of a year, Pakistan’s
GDP growth rate has come down from 6.1 percent to somewhere
around (.3 percent, while large-scale manufacturing has seen a
huge recession, with growth falling from 10.6 percent last year
to -8.11 percent

young people to look for work abroad. Khan's suc-
cessor, Shehbaz Sharif and his government took
painful steps to secure funding from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), amid historically high levels
of inflation caused by the government policies. Talha
Khan told a media outlet that his work has since all
but dried up. The sharp hike in the cost of living has

According to figures from the
Bureau of Emigration, 700,000
Pakistanis have moved to Saudi

Arabia, 229,000 to the United
Arab Emirates, over 100,000 to

Oman, and around 90,000

to Qatar

forced him to pull his young son out of school and
replace his car with a motorbike to save on fuel, all
the while his family feels the monthly shock of high

“Almost all my major Pakistani private or public
sector clients tell me that they are cutting costs and
that there is no more work available for now and in
the near future,” he said.

“Everywhere you look, businesses are shutting
down and unemployment is rising. I don't see how
any foreign investors will invest here, even local in-
vestors are leaving; the situation is bad and it appears
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going worse.” Seeing no future for himself in Pali-
stan, Khan says he is eyeing the Gulf and pointed out
the economic boom in the United Arab Emirates and
Saudi Arabia in approval of his choice.

“Like many other Pakistanis, he also believes he
can do well there.” “A few of my friends have already
moved there and they seem doing well. My wife and
myself are both looking for work there,” Khan said.
“We've heard Gulf countries have introduced new
visas for highly skilled immigrants and we want to
make the most of it.” Economist and former govern-
ment advisor, Kaiser Bengali, says when skilled emi-
grants leave, they often take their families with them,
which means that remittances don't come through
anymore. “The skills gap is getting bigger and more
acute, it’s already affecting Pakistan’s enterprise ca-
pacity and killing off our skill capacity. Whenever
foreign investment returns to Pakistan, they will see
there is a skilled labour gap,” Bengali said.

He added that the high-tech industry doesn’t come
to Pakistan because the country does not possess the
relevant skill capacity. “The skills shortage is already
being felt. I know a power generation company say-
ing that it is becoming increasingly difficult for it to
operate here as some of their essential technicians
have left,” Bengali said. In the long term, Bengali
says, without skilled labour, Pakistan cannot develop
as a country.

“You can't just have foreign expertise coming in
and building your infrastructure and then leaving.
Then of course you have to pay them in foreign ex-
change and if you're not earning that then you can't
pay them,” he said. m
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akistan can take advantage of India’s rice

ban globally which has come about on the

plea that the Modi government wants the

supply of rice to local markets and then ex-
port surplus of this commodity. India’s rice export
ban could ripple global rice markets — and millions
are expected to be impacted, with Asian and African
consumers set to bear the biggest brunt. The situa-
tion is tricky for Pakistan. On the one hand, there
is an opportunity to export rice and earn foreign ex-
change — something for which rice growers will be
very keen. On the other hand, there is a real possibil-
ity that if a large part of our rice gets exported, prices
in the domestic market will rise sharply. Pakistan is

A day after the country’s national assembly was
dissolved, the Ministry of Finance said that Pakistan
was facing five major and persistent economic chal-
lenges, resulting in rising poverty and social vulner-
— the highest in the history of the country— in-
crease in administered prices of petroleum products,
electricity, and gas and continuous depreciation of
the Pakistani currency. All this will have a negative
impact on household consumption leading to great-
er poverty, particularly in rural areas, the Ministry
highlighted.

India’s inflation rose to 4.8% in June on the back
of soaring food prices — still within the central
bank’s inflation target of between 2% and 6%. How-
ever, inflation “threatens to come in at 6.5% in July,”
HSBC estimated in a report dated July 24. HSBC
economists cautioned that extreme weather events
could further put a strain on crop output.

‘Wheat prices jumped after Russia withdrew from
the Black Sea grain deal. Under the agreement, Mos-
cow agreed to allow Ukraine to continue to export
grain in a bid to prevent a global food crisis following
the war in Ukraine. But the Kremlin pulled out of
the deal in July, claiming promises made to Russia
under the deal were not met.

India’s rice export ban could ripple global rice
markets — and millions are expected to be impact-
ed, with Asian and African consumers set to bear the
biggest brunt.

India, the world’s largest rice exporter, banned
the exports of non-basmati white rice recently, as the
government sought to harness the surging domestic
food prices and “ensure adequate domestic availabil-
ity at reasonable rates.” The country accounts for
more than 40% of the global rice trade.

“Malaysia appears to be the most vulnerable ac-
cording to our analysis,” Barclays said in a recent
report, highlighting the country’s sizable reliance on
Indian rice.

“It imports a substantial portion of its rice supply,
and India accounts for a relatively large share of its
rice imports,” the analysts wrote.

Singapore is likely to be affected as well, with the
report showing that India makes up around 30% of
the city state’s rice imports.

However, Barclays noted that Singapore is large-
ly dependent on imports of food in general, not just
rice. The country is currently in the midst of seeking
exemptions from India’s ban.

Rice prices are currently hovering at decade
highs, with El Nino putting further risks on global
production in other major Asian rice producers such
as Thailand, Pakistan and Vietnam.

Barclays pointed out that the Philippines would
be the “most exposed to a rise in global rice prices,”
given how the weighting of rice is highest in the
country’s CPI basket. However, a bulk of the South-
east Asian nation’s rice imports come from Vietnam.

Asia is not the only region hit by India’s rice ex-
port ban, many African and Middle East nations are
also vulnerable. The markets highly exposed to In-
dia’s export restrictions are concentrated in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa and in the Middle East and North Af-
rica (MENA) region, said BMI, a Fitch Solutions
research unit. The firm cited Djibouti, Liberia, Qa-
tar, the Gambia, and Kuwait as being the “most ex-
posed.” India’s withdrawal of non-basmati white
rice comes on the heels of last September’s ban on
shipments of broken rice. That means up to 40%

of India’s rice exports are now offline, according to
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On the other hand, there is a real possibility that if a large part

of our rice gets exported, prices in the domestic market will rise

sharply. Pakistan is already reeling under inflation

BMI forecasts.

This is not India’s first time imposing an export
ban on non-basmati rice, but the impact this time
could be more far-reaching than before.

In October 2007, India imposed a ban on non-bas-
mati exports, only to temporarily lift the ban and
impose it again in April 2008, sending prices almost
30% higher to stand at the record high of $22.43 per
hundredweight (cwt).

India, the world’s largest rice
exporter, banned the exports of
non-basmati white rice recent-
ly, as the government sought to

harness the surging domestic

food prices and “ensure
adequate domestic availability
at reasonable rates

Prices tripled in the span of six months, accord-
ing to an agricultural research company, the Interna-
tional Potato Center (CIP).

SamarenduMohanty, Asian regional director
at CIP, noted that India was not a major player in
global exports of non-basmati rice back then, and the
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current ban has “a more far-reaching impact” than
16 years ago. He added that the magnitude of the
ban would depend on how other rice importers and
exporters react.

If major rice exporters like Vietnam and Cam-
bodia impose their own form of export restrictions,
and significant importers like Indonesia and Malay-
sia scramble to stockpile, the world will be looking
at “possible mayhem in the rice market,” Mohanty
said. He cautioned that it could even be worse than
the aftermath in 2007.

“The scale of people impacted by the Indian rice
ban will be in millions,” said Mohanty, adding that
poorer consumers in India’s neighbours, particularly
Bangladesh and Nepal will be the hardest hit.

“There is a very low probability of this export
ban being lifted,” Mohanty said, adding that the ban
is here to stay at least until India’s general elections
in April next year.

The South Asian nation is currently wrestling
with high vegetable, fruit and grain prices, a stick-
ing issue which could hurt the election prospects of
Prime Minister NarendraModi.

“If shipments fall, there could be global price
implications, spilling over into wheat, which is a
part-substitute,” the HSBC noted.

The economists said cereal prices are already
rising both domestically and globally, with the latter
also affected by the Black Sea grain deal. Wheat pric-
es jumped after Russia withdrew from the Black Sea
grain deal. =
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t is a surprise move, Hyundai Motor Group’s
economic impact on South Korea's economy
outpaced that of Samsung Electronics for the
first time last year, data showed.

The combined economic contribution of Hyund-
ai and its smaller affiliate Kia came to 164.6 trillion
won ($124.7 billion), going beyond the 148.1 trillion
won of Samsung Electronics, according to data from
market tracker CEO Score.

The economic impact of companies measures
the wealth they create and return through local busi-
ness activities. It is calculated by adding up the total
amount a company has spent paying all its stake-
holders, including partner companies, staff and exec-
utives, the government, shareholders, creditors and
society via corporate social responsibility activities
and donations.

In 2021, Hyundai, the world’s third-largest car-
maker, recorded 138.9 trillion won, 10 trillion won
less than that of Samsung, the world’s largest mem-
ory chip maker.

Among the top 100 Korean companies in terms
of sales revenue, Samsung FElectronics showed the
biggest drop in economic impact in 2022, down by
7.2 trillion won from a year earlier.

Although Samsung saw an increase in expens-
es in other sectors, the amount of corporate taxes it
paid was drastically cut by 22.7 trillion won, which
led to an overall drop in expenses and therefore its
overall economic impact, data showed.

SK Telecom recorded a 1.8 trillion won drop
in expenses in the cited period as well, followed by
SK Networks, Samsung Electro-Mechanics and LG
Display, which also saw their expenses fall- and thus
their economic impact — in that order.

On the other hand, refiner GS Caltex witnessed
the largest growth in its economic impact, logging
J4.3 trillion won, a jump of 23 trillion won com-
pared to 2021. Its local rivals SK Energy and S-Oil
came in at second and third place, posting growth of
21.6 trillion won and 13.9 trillion won, respectively.

Overall, the top 100 companies’ combined eco-
nomic wealth returned to stakeholders as economic
impact surged on-year by 20.7 percent to 1,472.8 tril-
lion won last year.

By category, the greatest expense of 1,244 4 tril-
lion won was paid to partner companies, followed
by expenses paid to company staff and executives,
shareholders, government, creditors and finally, so-
ciety.

Returns to creditors, including interest paid to fi-
nancial institutions, saw the highest growth of 36.2
percent from a year earlier. Expenses paid to the gov-
ernment, which consist of corporate taxes and util-
ities, on the other hand, witnessed the biggest drop
-- of 63.5 percent.

Meanwhile, Hyundai Motor India (HMIL)
signed a purchase agreement with General Motors
India (GMI) to acquire “land, buildings, certain ma-
chinery, and manufacturing equipment” of the lat-
ter’s Talegaon plant in Maharashtra where it aims
to start production by 2025. The South Korean car-
maker has not revealed the amount it will pay the
American firm to purchase the plant, which has an
annual production capacity of 130,000 units.

“Since HMIL already has enhanced its produc-
tion capacity (at the Sriperumbudur plant in Tamil
Nadu) from 750,000 units to 820,000 units in the
first half of this year, the capacity augmentation of
the GMI plant will lay the foundation for HMIL to
produce around 1 million units a year,” said HMIL
in a statement.

Unsoo Kim, managing director and chief exec-
utive officer of HMIL, said the company intends to
create an “advanced manufacturing centre for made-
in-India cars” in Talegaon. “Our manufacturing op-
erations are scheduled to begin in Talegaon in 2025.”

HMIL plans to increase the capacity at the site
later. “Leveraging the expanded capacity, HMIL
will review plans to launch additional electric vehi-
cle models in the Indian market, manufactured at its
Sriperumbudur plant,” the company said.

General Motors employees’ union, which rep-
resents about 1,000 employees of the Maharashtra
plant, is currently in a dispute with GMI in a bid to
ensure employment with the plant’s new owner and
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The economic impact of companies measures the wealth thé};
create andreturn throughlocalbusiness activities. Itis calculated
by adding up the total amount a company has spent paying
all its stakeholders, including partner companies, staff and
executives, the government, shareholders, creditors and society
via corporate social responsibility activities and donations

wages for the interim period.

Sandeep Bhegade, president of the General
Motors Employees Union, said HMIL has not ap-
proached the union, and it doesn't have any details
of the term sheet. Bhegade said the workers want to
be absorbed and do not want the VRS (voluntary re-
tirement scheme) offered by GMI. “Since the matter
is sub-judice, we don't want to comment on it. We
will take legal opinion, and we will fight this until the
end,” he told Business Standard.

In 2021, Hyundai, the world’s
third-largest carmaker,
recorded 138.9 trillion won, 10
trillion won less than that of
Samsung, the world’s largest
memory chip maker

According to the direction of the Pune Industrial
Court, a mediator earlier this year held two rounds
of negotiations between GMI and the employees’
union, but the out-of-court talks did not yield any re-
sults. The union has filed a petition in the Mumbai
High Court in this matter. It is unclear whether these
employees will be hired by HMIL at its new plant.

Asked about plans to absorb the GMI workers,
an HMIL spokesperson informed Business Standard
over an e-mail: “This is an asset purchase agreement
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only. The APA signifies an agreement that finalises
terms & conditions for the purchase of equipment,
machinery, and other identified assets at General
Motors’ Talegaon plant.”

The spokesperson added that with the signing of
the asset purchase agreement with GMI, Hyundai
is now moving towards seeking various regulatory
approvals. “The complete closure of acquisition/
assignments is subject to fulfilment of certain condi-
tions precedent and receipt of regulatory approvals
from relevant government authorities and relevant
stakeholders related to the acquisition/assignment.
We are aiming to finalise the terms and conditions
and execute the agreement within the year 2023,” the
company clarified.

HMIL’s market share in the passenger vehicle
market is 14.58 percent against Maruti’s 41.3 per-
cent. In FY23, HMIL sold 567,546 units domesti-
cally, marking a jump of 17.87 percent year-on-year,
according to Siam (Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers) data. HMIL sold 346,711 wvehicles
this year as of last month.

In FY22, Hyundai India posted a profit after tax
of Rs. 2,861 crore, an increase of 54 per cent year-
on-year. Hyundai India plans to introduce EVs by
2028, according to Kim, who spoke to Business
Standard in Januwary. “HMIL (Hyundai) was the
first company to launch a long-range electric SUV
(sport utility vehicle), Kona Electric, in 2019. As we
continue to redefine the mobility space, we have an-
nounced a phase-wise investment of Rs. 4,000 crore
towards developing six electric vehicles in India by
2028,” he said. m
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Digital health to save
time, money with
prompt response to

patients
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In Pakistan, people from rural areas have to travel long distances
to reach hospitals in cities which is expensive and dangerous to
maternal and fetal health. Digital health services address these
constraints by connecting patients to their respective doctors

through online means

o meet the healthcare needs of an explod-

ing population coupled with a shortage of

primary care physicians, mirses and clini-

cal resources is somewhat a difficult phe-
nomenon in a country like ours. In this situation,
telemedicine is of great importance in low-income
countries like Pakistan, where according to World
Bank estimates 63% of the total population resides
in rural areas, compared to only 37% in urban ar-
eas. As compared to traditional care, telemedicine
effectively caters to patients’ needs with greater con-
venience and lower cost, which is a combination
preferred by most. It makes healthcare accessible in
remote and isolated places by cutting down trans-
portation costs.

Additionally, it saves a lot of commuting time,
and patients do not have to take the day off from
work, which is essential for many rural citizens due
to their poor socio-economic conditions. These fac-
tors make it more likely for the otherwise hesitant
rural population to seek timely medical care. Tele-
medicine is essential in urban areas as well; it could
ease the burden on understaffed healthcare facilities
and prevent overcrowding as many patients receive
medical care from the comfort of their homes.

In Pakistan, people from most rural areas must
travel long distances to reach hospitals in cities
which is expensive and dangerous to maternal and
compulsions by connecting patients to their respec-
tive doctors through online means. It is reported
from a few studies that telemedicine helped save
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many lives of patients from Lower- and Middle-In-
come Countries (LMICs) due to complications that
normally led to their deaths due to treatment being
delayed.

Furthermore, telemedicine is a means to im-
prove maternal care as it achieves more patient sat-
isfaction because of more educational and support-
ive care with flexible meeting schedules. Maternity
care involves many events of emergency that require

Telemedicine is of great
importance in low-income
countries like Pakistan, where
according to World Bank
estimates 63% of the total
population resides in rural
areas, compared to only 37% in
urban areas

immediate interventions in the presence of a Health
Care Provider (HCP). Telemedicine has been suc-
cessful in monitoring maternal and fetal health
during pregnancy, delivery, and post-birth when the
patient is far from hospital settings.

Meanwhile, the Advanced Research Projects
Agency for Health, a research support agency with-
in the United States Department of Health and Hu-
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man Services, said that it is launching an initiative to
find and help fund the development of cybersecurity
technologies that can specifically improve defences
for digital infrastructure in US health care. Dubbed
the Digital Health Security project, also known as
Digiheals, the effort will allow researchers and tech-
nologists to submit proposals for cybersecurity tools
geared specifically to healthcare systems, hospitals
and clinics, and health-related devices.

For more than a decade, healthcare providers
in the United States and around the world have
been plagued by criminal cyberattacks, particularly
ransomwareattacks, that take advantage of medi-
cal facilities” high-stakes work to attempt to extort
big payouts. Efforts in recent years to crack down
on and deter cybercriminal actors have made some
regularly, disrupting vital services and endangering
patients.

Health and Human Service's research agency
Arpa-H doesn't specifically focus on cybersecurity
innovation. The agency has programs running, for
example, to spur advances in osteoarthritis treat-
ment and medical imaging for cancer removal. But
Digiheals program manager and longtime security
researcher Andrew Carney says there is a dire need
to make progress on digital defence tools for health
care that are both effective and usable for medical
facilities in practice.

Digiheals is seeking broad and diverse submis-
sions related to vulnerability detection, software
hardening, and system patching, as well as the ex-
pansion or development of security protocols. The
initiative will accept submissions from anyone, in-
cluding academic and nonprofit researchers or the
commercial industry. Carney emphasizes that, ulti-
mately, the goal is to foster novel and inventive solu-
tions regardless of where they come from or what
category they fit into.

“We are looking to very rapidly cast a wide net,”
he says. “I'd encourage folks even if they have ideas
that don't fit cleanly or won't fit the timeline of the
solicitation to come talk to us. We will make the pro-
cess fit the ideas we receive as best we can.”

Carney points out that it is particularly difficult
to study the real-world conditions of cybersecurity
in health care because each medical provider’s net-
work is made up of a vast patchwork of systems, ser-
vices, and devices that vary widely. And there is no
margin for error in probing individual institutions’
systems or attempting to attack them intentionally
to discover weaknesses. So Digiheals is also encour-
aging researchers to make submissions related to
the types of security tools that are not working in

“Currently, off-the-shelf software tools fall short
in detecting emerging cyber threats and protecting
our medical facilities, resulting in a technical gap we
seek to bridge with this initiative,” Arpa-H director
Renee Wegrzyn said in a statement. “The Digiheals
project comes when the US health care system ur-
gently requires rigorous cybersecurity capabilities to
protect patient privacy, safety, and lives.”

After years of damaging cyberattacks on hospi-
tals and disruptions to patient care, the Digiheals
initiative may feel like too little, too late. Earlier this
month, a ransomware attack on the medical group
Prospect Medical Holdings, which operates in Con-
necticut, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Southern
California, caused disruptions at multiple hospitals
and clinics in the network. The recovery process is
ongoing. But Arpa-H is a new agency launched by
the Biden administration last year to help address a
mumber of issues in US health care that are massive-
ly overdue for investment.

“Health care gets the most difficult of the chal-
lenges from every angle,” Carney says. “We're con-
stantly working at near or above capacity, and any
reduction in service can have real harm very quickly.
But we have the ability to move very fast on new
digital defences, and it behoves us to do so. It would
be irresponsible of us not to move fast.”

Health care system may soon receive a
much-needed cybersecurity boost

Researching better health care’s digital
infrastructure m
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The Ramanujan of
Chess: An unsung

of Chess’, is a rare talent who overcame herculean odds to
become the top player of the world, introducing the Indian
variety of Chess at a global level and leaving an indelible mark

on the horizon of a game previously dominated by Furopean

and Soviet masters

he defining characteristics of the spell-

binding game of Chess are profound in-

tellect, sharp focus and multilayered stra-

tegic thinking that has traditionally kept
the game in the exclusive elite domain where only
legendary masters could tread through the infinite
intricacies of the moves. Throughout history, we
have witnessed the rise of numerous legendary
players. Among them, Mir Sultan Khan, popular-
ly known as ‘Ramanujan of Chess’, is a rare talent
who overcame herculean odds to become the top
player of the world, introducing the Indian variety
of Chess at a global level and leaving an indelible
mark on the horizon of a game previously domi-
nated by European and Soviet masters.

Born in 1905 in the small village of Mittha
Tawana, Punjab, British India, Sultan Khan's jour-
ney began at a young age when his father intro-
duced him to chess. His natural talent alongside
the hours he put into honing this gift meant that he
made quick progress. With his rare skills in Chess,
he was soon hailed as the top player in Punjab. It
was at this point that Sir Umar Hayat Khan Tiwa-
na came into Khan's life and changed its trajectory
forever.

A chess enthusiast himself, he immediately
saw the spark in Khan's eyes and realized the po-
tential the boy had. He became his mentor, acting
as the passage to a world of new knowledge and
skills for Sultan. His time with Mr Tiwana proved
fruitful as in 1928, Sultan Khan's extraordinary

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

skills were recognized when he won the All-India
Chess Championship. It was this huge victory that
propelled him from a national stage to an interna-
tional one and allowed him to further explore his
talents.

In 1929, Sultan Khan participated in the Brit-
ish Chess Championship as an underdog and took
the world of chess by storm when he emerged as
a winner. He went on to secure two more British
Championship titles in 1932 and 1933, solidifying
his position as one of the world’s top players.

‘Word about the prowess of Sultan Khan spread
like wildfire and many high-ranking players went
up against him. Sultan faced former world cham-
pion and grand master Jose Raul Capablanca at
the Hastings Chess Tournament in a match that
was often later described as “The Wrath of Khan”.
Capablanca, a Cuban chess prodigy known for his
strategic brilliance and incredible endgame, fell
victim to Khan's phenomenal positional play and
suffered defeat.

This victory over the former world champion
highlighted Sultan Khan's ability to compete at the
highest level and demonstrated his unique playing
style, characterized by unconventional moves and
a deep understanding of the game’s complexities.
In the following year, Khan secured yet another
astonishing victory against Max Euwe, a Dutch
grandmaster, (who became world champion in
1935) when he outplayed him with a score of four
wins, five draws, and three losses and further ce-
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mented his place as one of the finest players of
his time.

Even beyond these famous victories against no-
tably extraordinary players, Sultan Khan consis-
tently performed well at a high level in internation-
al tournaments. He dominated prestigious events
such as the Hastings Chess Congress, Liége Tour-
nament, Bern Tournament, and London Tourna-
ment with his tremendous skills leaving onlookers
in awe. His ability to continuously rank among the
top players in these competitions demonstrated
his versatility and competitiveness. One of Sultan
Khan's distinguishing strengths was his mastery
of the endgame. His ability to exploit opponents’
weaknesses, navigate complex positions and find
decisive moves at critical junctures of the game
set him apart from his contemporaries. His profi-
ciency in the endgame remains a testament to his
strategic brilliance and his enduring legacy in the
world of chess.

Despite his relatively short career, Sultan
Khan's accomplishments are proof of his rare ex-
pertise in the game of chess. Speculating about
his potential Flo rating based on his performanc-
es against strong opponents, he was ranked at the
score of 2530 (2500 to 2700 for grandmaster),
which qualified him as the grand master of chess.
Just to illustrate the prowess of mighty Sultan
Khan, one of the top grandmasters of all time, Ca-
pablanca achieved the Flo rating of 2725, which
was the highest ever before the modern era.

The question of Sultan Khan's national identi-
ty has remained a subject of debate and discussion
between India and Pakistan. Both countries have
a legitimate claim to Sultan Khan, given his birth
in British India and the subsequent division of the
subcontinent in 1947. India highlights his early
years in Punjab and considers him a product of
the Indian chess system, while Pakistan views him
as a national hero and a symbol of their country’s
potential in the world of chess.

In the extended civilizational context, the de-
bate over Sultan Khan's national identity reflects
the entwined histories of India and Pakistan, the
complexities of partition, and the shared cultural
heritage of the subcontinent. While the question
of his nationality may continue to be a subject of
debate, what remains unquestionable is Sultan
Khan's talent, his lasting legacy, his indelible im-
pact on the game, and his ability to inspire play-
ers from both India and Pakistan, thus making
him part of a shared heritage. Anand, the Indian
grandmaster and 15th world champion paid rich
tribute to Sultan Khan and described him as the
first Asian to break into the upper echelons of in-
ternational chess.

The expression “Ramanujan of Chess” al-
ludes to the striking similarities between Sultan’s
extraordinary prowess in chess and the incompa-
rable mathematical genius of Srinivasa Ramanu-
jan, an Indian mathematician who made ground-
breaking contributions to the field of mathematics
through his intuitive insights and discoveries. Mir
Sultan had no formal training and had limited ex-
posure to the theoretical knowledge of chess, yet
he showcased an exceptional understanding of
the game, adopted unconventional approaches,
and displayed the ability to find unique solutions
to complex positions. Both Sultan Khan and Ra-
manujan emerged from humble backgrounds and
lacked formal education in their respective disci-
plines. Yet, their natural abilities, hard work, and
sheer brilliance allowed them to challenge the
established norms and influence their respective
fields in a profound manner.

Mir Sultan Khan passed away on April 25,
1966, in Sargodha. His outstanding achievements,
distinctive playing style, and enduring legacy ce-
mented his status as one of the most accomplished
players of his era and a source of inspiration for
chess enthusiasts around the world. It is time for
Pakistan to embrace and celebrate the legacy of
Mir Sultan Khan, a true icon of the game and an
unsung hero of Pakistan.-Muhammad Hanif Gul,
118th NMC, Railways Commercial & Transporta-
tion Group (RCTG) »
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he government approved a new refining

be provided incentives for the duty-free im-

port of machinery that can help boost pro-
duction of Euro-5 grade fuels, a move that is expected
to help cut product imports, government sources and
analysts told S&P Global Commodity Insights.

The Cabinet Committee on Energy approved the
policy and has received a final nod from the outgo-
ing Federal Cabinet. This measure would help re-
fineries upgrade and modernize to produce environ-
ment-friendly fuels, a government document showed.

“The incentivization of refineries through du-
ty-free machinery imports is poised to modernize and
optimize facilities, fostering the adoption of advanced
and cleaner refining technologies,” SumitRitolia, re-
finery economics analyst at S&P Global Commodity
Insights said.

“By prioritizing the upgrading of existing refin-
eries to manufacture Euro-V grade fuels, the govern-
ment underscores its dedication to aligning with glob-
al environmental benchmarks and bolstering energy
infrastructure,” he added.

Pakistan’s oil refining capacity stands at 450,000
barrels per day, which translates to about 20 million
metric tonnes (mt) per year. However, actual capacity
utilization is only around 10 million mt, according to
the government document. This is mainly due to the
decline in fuel oil demand in the country following
the change in energy demand patterns for the power
sector. “It may be noted that in essence the produc-
tion slate for the refinery is fixed. They cannot pro-
duce just petrol and diesel. All products are produced
simultaneously”, the document stated.

According to the document, refineries would get
an exemption from customs duties and levies, sur-
charges, withholding tax, and general sales tax on the
import of the new equipment installed, as well as ma-
terial to be used for refinery upgrades.

In addition, refineries can retain some of the du-
ties instead of passing them on to the government
and using them for refinery upgrades, the document
showed. Under the new approved policy, refineries
will aim to increase production of Euro-5 grade pet-
rol by 99% to 21,251 mt/d and Euro-5 grade diesel by
47% to 31,288 mt/d. However, the refineries would
cut fuel oil output to 3,414 mt/d from 15,417 mt cur-
rently, the document showed.

Market participants added that Pakistan’s overall

gasoline imports could fall in the future if refinery up-
grades result in an increase in domestic production.
Petroleum products contribute 31% of Pakistan’s
primary energy mix, with overall consumption at
around 23 million mt/year. Out of this, locally pro-
duced refined products are around 11 million mt,
while the remaining volume is imported, the govern-
ment document showed.

The refinery upgrade plan would include setting
up hydro de-sulfurization units for the reduction of
sulfur from diesel as well as isomerization plants for
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New refining policy
to increase lKuro-o
fuel production

Pakistan’s oil refining capacity stands at 450,000 barrels per day,
which translates to about 20 million metric tonnes (mt) per year.
However, actual capacity utilization is only around 10 million mt,
according to the government document. This is mainly due to the
decline in fuel oil demand in the country following the change in
energy demand patterns for the power sector

of Buro-5 grade fuels, dependence on foreign fuel
imports will decrease,” Ritolia said. “This aungments
trade balance and foreign reserves while fostering en-
ergy security and a self-sustaining energy sector.”
“Owerall, Pakistan's refining policy shift towards
producing Euro-5 grade fuels domestically has the
potential to transform its fuel import and refining in-
dustry,” Ritolia added. “However, successful imple-
mentation will depend on

upgrading petrol quality.

The government has ‘['he Cabinet Committee on

been urging local refineries

effective policy execution,
i collaboration, and

to upgrade their plants in or- IiNNETZY approved the policy and continous monitoring of

der to minimize the produc-
tion of furnace oil. Howev-
er, it will require a capital
investment of around $4
billion-$4.5 billion.

This would require re-
fineries to arrange funding
from their own resources as
well as borrowing from ven-
dors on commercial terms.
But to obtain funding, re-
fineries will first have to im-

has received a final nod from
the outgoing Federal Cabinet.
'This measure would help
refineries upgrade and mod-
ernize to produce environ-
ment-friendly fuels, a govern-
ment document showed

outcomes.”

In the media report, it
revealed that the Brownfield
Refining Policy will lower
the output of furnace oil, a
high-sulfur fuel, of all refin-
ers by 78% to 3,400 tonnes
per day from the current lev-
el of 15,500 tonnes per day.

All existing refineries
are encouraged to upgrade,
modernise, and expand (up-

prove their balance sheets, the document stated.

Pakistan's crude oil imports in dollar terms in
the year ended June 30, 2023, fell 11.6% to $4.989
billion, compared with $5.598 billion in the corre-
sponding year-ago period. Petroleum products im-
ports declined 36.8% to $7.628 billion compared with
$12.069 billion the previous year, data from Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics showed.

“The new refining policy’s main impact lies in
potentially abating the requirement for fuel imports.
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grade project) their refineries
to produce environmentally friendly fuels as per Eu-
10-V specifications and to maximise the production of
motor gasoline and diesel by minimising furnace oil
(FO)/other fuels.

“The refineries that commit to upgrading shall be
of equipment, technology, or process will be on a proj-
ect-to-project basis by the concerned refineries.”

The document indicates that the fuel oil produc-
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tion capacity of Pak Arab Refinery Limited (PARCO)
would fall by 212 tonnes per day from the existing
3,290 tonnes per day.

The FO production capacity of Attock Refinery
Limited (ARL) will fall to 208 tonnes per day from the
current 1,024 tonnes per day. Pakistan Refinery Lim-
ited (PRL)'s FO production capacity will go down to
167 tonnes per day from 1,350 tonnes per day pres-
ently. The fuel oil production capacity of National
Refinery Limited (NRL) will fall to 1,127 tonnes per
day from the existing 2,253 tonnes per day. Cnergy-
ico Pakistan Limited (CPL)’s FO production capacity
will fall to 1,000 tonnes per day from the present 7,500
tonnes per day.

ARI’s diesel production will remain almost the
6,111 tonnes per day from the existing 1,350 tonnes
per day. National Refinery Limited’s diesel produc-
tion will be doubled to 4,087 tonnes per day from the
existing 2,253 tonnes per day and Cnergyico Pakistan
Limited’s diesel production capacity will move up to
11,000 tonnes per day from the existing 8,500 tonnes
per day in the post-upgradation period.

PARCO’s petrol production capacity will go up to
3,493 tonnes per day from the current 3,678 tonnes
per day and ARL's production of petrol will go up to
2,379 tonnes from 1,923 tonnes per day presently.

PRI will see a massive jump when its petrol pro-
duction capacity will rise to 4,854 tonnes per day
from the current production of 783 tonnes per day.
Likewise, NRL will also see significant improvement
after its petrol production will be 2,025 tonnes per day
from 818 tonnes per day. CPL's petrol production ca-
pacity will go up to 6,500 tonnes per day from the
existing 3,500 tonnes per day. m
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lxperience innovation
in style: Why vivo
phones stand out
among the rest

Renowned smartphone manufacturer vivo is one of the few
brands that has successfully taken heed of this sentiment,
and implemented it, thereby achieving massive rapport with

the youth

akistan is steadily emerging as a market
prone to experimenting with cutting-edge
technologies that offer consumers the best in
innovation and efficiency. Renowned smart-
phone mamufacturer vivo is one of the few brands that
has successfully taken heed of this sentiment, and im-
plemented it, thereby achieving massive rapport with
the youth. vivo has earned trust and loyalty amongst a
growing and sizeable commmunity for its feature-packed
smartphones that are available within highly afford-

= able price ranges — reflective of the brand’s dedica-

tion towards democratizing cutting-edge technology
to empower consumers worldwide. Specifically, vivo
thetics that complement andenhance unique expres-
sions ofpersonal styles.

Innovation that redefines photography

vivo is synonymous with pushing the boundaries
of innovation in the smartphone world. From the rev-
olutionary Gimbal Stabilization feature introduced in
its X Series smartphones,and In-Display Fingerprint
Scanner to novel features like Aura Light Portrait, and
AT Night Portraitin its flagship V Series smartphones,
vivo constantly pushes the envelope of possibilities.

Say goodbye to average photography with vivo’s top-
of-the-line cameras and advanced imaging algorithms

that capture brilliance in every shot. Whether you're
a photography enthusiast or just love preserving life’s
morments, Vivo empowers you to express your creativ-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

ity with unmatched clarity and detail.

Powerhouse Performance

‘When it comes to meeting the demands of today’s
fast-paced world, vivo phones excel without a hitch.
Fuelling productivity with cutting-edge processors
and ample RAM, these devices effortlessly conquer
resource-intensive tasks, be it power-packed presenta-
tions, heavy data crunching, or handling a plethora of
apps simultaneously. Experience lag-free navigation
and a level of efficiency that matches your dynamic
lifestyle. With vivo phones as your reliable partners,

you can confidently embrace every challenge and stay
ahead in the race of success.For instance, the V27e
is powered by the robust MediaTekHelio G99Pro-
smartphones are also renowned for their abundant
battery backups and their support for its ultra-fast
FlashCharge technology, so that their highty achieve-
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ment-driven tendencies are not hindered by lags or
pauses for recharging.

StyIc'IhatMnhmaStatcnmnt

success, vivo smartphones emerge as the quintessen-

and refined glass exteriors to avant-garde gradient pat-
fashion-forward identity but also embody an elegance
that creates a memorable impact. vivo offers devices
that effortlessly blend creativity with practicality, mak-
brand introduced the unique color-changing glass in

-

its gorgeous V series’ smartphone that added elegance
to users’ style. vivo's latest Y series phone — Y 36 is
also an exquisite-looking device thanks to additions
like Premium Crystal Glass, which provides a smooth
and polished surface, Fantasy Frame which lends it an
elegant visual appeal, and 2.5D Flat Frame, which
implicitly furnishes the factors of sleek aesthetics and
added durability. Further, its seamless integration of
a Golden Ripple Process on its glass back creates a
mesmerizing ripple effect that radiates and luxury.

Customer Service That Cares

vivo is dedicated to providing outstanding cus-
tomer service, ensuring that every user feels valued
and supported. From prompt assistance for techni-
cal issues to quick and hassle-free warranty services,
vivo's customer support team is always ready to ad-
dress your concerns. With vivo, you don’t just buy a
phone, you become an integral part of a caring and

A Wise Investment

Beyond their exceptional features and services,
vivo phonesalso demonstrate remarkable durabili-
ty and lasting worth. Thanks to their reliable build
quality and strong brand reputation, vivodevices
maintain a strong resale value, making them a savvy
choice for those looking to make a long-term invest-
ment in their smartphone.

In conclusion, as you explore the constantly
stand out as a leading contender for a reliable and
innovative smartphone. Whether you're a tech en-
thusiast, a creative content creator, or a bustling pro-
fessional, vivo offers a range of smartphones tailored
to suit every requirement, solidifying its status as
a brand you can wholeheartedly depend on for all
your mobile needs. m
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PTCL & Ufone 4G mark Independence Day

with weeklong compan

A, i ot

Islamabad: Pakistan's largest telecommunica-
tion company, PTCL Group (PTCL & Ufone
4G) marked the 76th Independence Day of Pak-
istan with weeklong celebrations at PTCL Group
offices nationwide. The weeklong activities cul-
minated in the main flag hoisting and cake-cut-
ting ceremony, held at PTCL G8 Office in
Islamabad. The ceremony was attended by top
leadership, senior management, employees and
their families.

The celebration was an employee-driven ini-
tiative, featuring cultural days, local cuisines, pa-
triotic movie screenings and much more. The
PTCL Group team participated in these activities
with great zeal and fervour. The teams dressed in
green and white national colors throughout the
week, to express their enthusiasm and pride in
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their national identity.

The fundamental aim behind the celebrations
was to strengthen PTCL Group's proud Pakistani
identity and help employees to reconnect with
their socio-cultural and historical roots. The re-
lated events helped PTCL and Ufone 4G team
members to explore various hues, colours, tastes
and artistic expressions from Pakistan's rich cul-
tural heritage, highlighting the need for finding
strength in diversity.

Sharing his thoughts, Group Chief People Of-
ficer, PTCL & Ufone 4G, Shoaib Baig said,
“PTCL Group engaged in a series of social and
cultural activities to relive our spirit of independ-
ence. The events resonated well with our national
identity, cultural heritage, and history, and pro-
vided us with the opportunity to reflect and find

y-wide celebrations

a collective purpose in unity, diversity and peace-
ful co-existence. We proudly believe, PTCL
Group is a microcosm of Pakistan as it embraces
the country’s social, cultural, gender and ethnic
diversity and carves a path for a prosperous fu-
ture as envisioned by our great forefathers. Let's
work together to make this country great.”

The Independence Day celebrations at
PTCL and Ufone 4G were reflective of the
group’s vibrant and inclusive culture that is
strongly rooted in its Pakistani identity. The
Group is steadfast in its commitment to foster-
ing diversity and inclusion and supports work-
place activities that help employees to reconnect
with their social & cultural identities to find a
strong sense of purpose and meaning in their
lives. m

Naveed Khalid Butt appointed as President of
TOA Management Committee

Islamabad: Group Chief Regula-
tory Officer, PTCL & Ufone 4G,
Naveed Khalid Butt has been ap-
pointed as the President of the Man-
agement  Committee of  the
newly-formed Telecom Operators As-
sociation (TOA). With all major Pak-
istani telecom operators aboard, the
association aims to help foster digitiza-
tion of national economy by advocat-
ing policy and regulatory interventions
in the telecom and broadband indus-
tries.

During the maiden meeting of the
association, top leaders of Pakistan's
telecom industry, including Naveed
Khalid Butt were appointed as the of-
fice holders. He brings along a wealth
of experience in management and reg-
ulatory affairs in Pakistan's technology
and telecommunications industries.
His vast knowledge and experience will
really help achieving the mandate of

ering the body to work in close coordi-
nation with the government, regulatory
bodies and other important stakehold-  bility, Naveed Khalid Butt said, “Pak-

€rs.

Commenting on his new responsi-

istan’s telecom operators have shared
goals and responsibilities and a collab-
orative approach is crucial for achiev-

ing the same. The association was a
long time coming and efforts were un-
derway to coordinate common objec-
tives for required policy and regulatory
interventions. We hope that the associ-
ation will serve as an effective platform
for streamlining and amplifying our ef-
forts for accelerating digitalization, and
growth of the telecom and digital in-
dustries through investment and inno-
vation. It will ultimately contribute to
the national economy and empower
the common telecom consumer in the
country.”

Naveed Khalid Butt has been asso-
ciated with the PTCL Group for nearly
two decades now and has been instru-
mental in driving the company's mo-
mentous progress to becoming the
backbone of Pakistan's telecommuni-

the newly formed association, empow-

cation industry.m
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vivo partners with AlfaMall to elevate customer
services and product accessibility

Lahore: vivo, a leading
global smartphone brand, an-
nounces its collaboration with
AlfaMall, the e-commerce
platform of Bank Alfalah. It
offers pay through cash and
installment options for all
bank credit cards — making
products accessible to con-
sumers easily.

Recognized for its youth-
centric devices, vivo is extend-
ing its market presence to
ensure product availability
across Pakistan and improve
overall customer experience.
This partnership aims to bring
vivo's innovative products
closer to consumers, reinforc-
ing the brand's dedication to
seamless connectivity and in-
novation across the country.

vivo's unwavering goal is
to spread technology across
the nation — providing ad-
vanced products accessible to
everyone, By ensuring wide-

spread availability, vivo em-
powers customers with the lat-
est innovations and

state-of-the-art smartphones,
enhancing lives through seam-
less technology access.

tion harmonizes with
AlfaMall's mission of efficient
and intelligent life enhance-
ment. Complementing
AlfaMall's innovative spirit,
vivo aims to nurture Pakistani

tomer offerings, vivo and
AlfaMall solidified their part-
nership through a momentous
signing ceremony. This event
reinforced the shared commit-
ment of both partners to de-

vivo recognizes Pakistan's
significance for expansion and
embraces a key partnership
with AlfaMall. This collabora-

lives with pioneering solu-
tions.

Marking a significant leap
towards improving their cus-

liver unparalleled product

variety and financing solu-

tions to their customers.
Customers can now access

the complete spectrum of vivo
smartphones at competitive
prices. Notably, all pre-book-
ings and launches will have
their official home on this col-
laborative platform.

Users can also explore
vivo smartphones on EMI
through BAFL credit cards at
vivo's flagship store on
AlfaMall, offering competitive
prices, hassle-free shopping,
and dedicated customer care.
vivo users can further enjoy 1-
year brand warranty, direct
shipping, and pin-packed,
non-active phones for an en-
hanced experience,

This partnership marks a
new era of seamless accessi-
bility and top-tier services for
tech enthusiasts in Pakistan.
vivo is eagerly looking for-
ward to providing innovative
products to Pakistani users
through this collaboration
with AlfaMall.=

Mobilink Bank forges multiple partnerships to
facilitate customers and employees

Islamabad: Mobilink Bank
has entered a series of strategic
partnerships to foster holistic
well-being for its valued cus-
tomers and dedicated employ-
ees.  These  partnerships
underscore the Bank's commit-
ment to advancing financial in-
clusivity and creating a positive
social impact within the commu-
nities it serves.

In collaboration with Tagwa
Tours and Travels Islamabad,
Mobilink Bank has introduced
an exclusive 10% discount for in-
dividuals seeking Hajj and
Umrah packages. To benefit
from the discount, both cus-
tomers and employees can uti-
lize the DOST App and
Mobilink Bank debit card to
make their payments, Through
this partnership, the Bank strives
to elevate the spiritual experience
for its customers and employees,
simplifying the pilgrimage book-
ing and payment process.

In alignment with its dedica-
tion to environmental sustain-
ability, Mobilink Bank has
signed an agreement with Na-

tional Links Solar Company.
Under this agreement, the
Bank's customers and employees
can avail of a 10% discount on
bookings for solar system instal-
lation services. The partnership

A=

reflects the Bank's strong com-
mitment to promoting eco-con-
scious practices, proactively
addressing the urgent challenges
posed by climate change, and
aiming to mitigate high electric-
ity expenses.

Mobilink Bank's commit-
ment to health and wellness
takes a momentous stride for-
ward through its partnership

with Medxol, a pioneering Digi-
tal Sehat Card and home health-
care company in Pakistan,
Under this partnership, Mobilink
Bank employees and customers
can avail 40% discount on a wide

‘Aol Signi

range of health services, includ-
ing telehealth services for remote
medical consultations, diagnos-
tics In-patient Department (IPD)
insurance, affordable insurance
options starting at just PKR 999,
discounted physiotherapy and
homecare services, discounted
ambulance services and the in-
novative “Doctor at Home”
service, The Medxol network

covers 100 cities, 40+ hospitals,
1500+ Pakistan Medical Com-
mission (PMC) certified doctors,
and over 1500 certified laborato-
ries, highlighting the Bank's ded-
ication to inclusive and

affordable healthcare access.

Committed to expanding its
partnership network, Mobilink
Bank also signed an agreement
with KhaanaChowlki, a well-es-
tablished restaurant in Bahria
Town Phase VII, Rawalpindi. As
part of this agreement, the
Banl’s customers and employees
can enjoy a 15% discount when
dining at KhaanaChowki. This

offer can be availed through the
Dost App or by making pay-
ments with a Mobilink Bank
debit card.

“At Mobilink Bank, our
commitment lies in enhancing
lives through meaningful part-
nerships. By collaborating with
different organizations, we go be-
yond providing special discounts
- Wwe curate experiences that ele-
vate the well-being of both our
valued customers and dedicated
employees and facilitate them in
multiple domains,” expressed
Ghazanfar Azzam, President
and CEO, Mobilink Bank.

“We prioritize customer sat-
isfaction and employee welfare
through dedicated partnerships,
offering exclusive discounts.
These collaborations enhance
customer value, fostering loyalty,
while also promoting employee
well-being. This symbiotic ap-
proach enables the Bank to cater
to the evolving financial needs
of our customers and employ-
ees,” shared Atta-ur-Rehman,
Chief Branch Business Officer,
Mobilink Bank.w

TECNO welcomes Sajal Aly as brand ambassador for 2023

Lahore: Lahore: TECNO
has thrilled its customers by un-
veiling the most significant
news of the year: Sajal Aly, the
acclaimed superstar renowned
for her incredible contributions
to the entertainment industry,
has been named the brand am-
bassador for 2023.

With this role, Sajal Aly

will be the face qf TECNO’S

forthcoming products, includ-
ing the highly anticipated

CAMON 20 series. On this re-
markable partnership, Sajal ex-
pressed her excitement stating,
“I am absolutely delighted to
join hands with TECNOQ, a
brand that prioritizes user expe-
rience and innovation above all
clse. I am genuinely eager to ex-
plore and discover all the up-
coming products and can't wait

to share my firsthand experi-
ence with all of you.”

The launch of the
CAMON 20 series in Pakistan
has already sparked a whirl-
wind of excitement in the mar-
ket due to its exceptional
features and cutting-edge tech-
nology. It has captured the at-
tention of tech enthusiasts and

consumers alike, generating im-
mense anticipation for an un-
paralleled smartphone
experience. Together, TECNO
and Sajal Aly are ready to cre-
ate an unforgettable experience
for consumers, leaving an in-
delible mark on the hearts and
minds of people across Pak-
istan.m
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PTCL Group partners with PHA to plant

Islamabad: Pakistan's largest
telecommunication company,
PTCL Group (PTCL & Ufone
4G) in collaboration with the
Parks & Horticulture Authority
(PHA), Rawalpindi, carried out
a tree plantation campaign at
Khajut on Murree Expressway
to help promote environmental
protection and the country’s re-
silience against climate change.
Senior management, employees,
staff and interns actively partic-
ipated.

Murree is one of the most
popular tourist destinations in
the country that receives massive
footfall each year. The afforesta-
tion drive will ensure the sustain-
ability of the local environment
and natural resources that usu-
ally come under pressure due to
greater human and vehicular in-

ﬂux Apart from carbon reduc-
tion, the new forest cover will
also add to the region's natural
splendor.

Speaking at the plantation
drive, NaumanFakhar, Chief
Retail Sales Officer, Ufone 4G
said, "Environmental protection
and resilience against climate
change are critically important
for Pakistan, which is amongst

trees at Murree Expressway

the top ten countries adversely
impacted by climate change. As
responsible corporate citizens, it
is our duty to help create a world
that is safely habitable for our
coming generations. We are
making progress on our zero

emissions commitment and

hope to emerge as agreen organ-

ization in the near future.”
Also sharing his thoughts,

Sheikh Tarig Mehmood, Direc-
tor PHA Rawalpindi said, “It is
heartening to witness PTCL
Group stepping up to support ef-
forts for a cleaner and greener
Pakistan. PHA has been work-
ing tirelessly for the beautifica-
tion of our cities and towns and
maintenance of parks, besides
widespread afforestation initia-
tives to help our people breathe
clean air and lead happy healthy
lives.”

During the drive, PTCL
Group and PHA planted indige-
nous plants having greater sur-
vival rates. The drive was
conducted under PTCL &
Ufone 4G’s Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) program
that chalks out an elaborate
roadmap for the organization to
give back to society. =

PepsiCo celebrates International Youth Day with “Roshan Kal”

Karachi: On this Interna-
tional Youth Day, PepsiCo Pak-
istan is celebrating with
“Roshan Kal", a youth empow-
erment initiative that has united
18 cross-sectoral businesses and
companies for the impactful na-
tional apprenticeship program.
This initiative exemplifies Pep-
siCo Pakistan's unwavering
commitment to creating an en-
vironment that fosters growth
and equal opportunity for Pak-
istan’s youth, envisioning a fu-
ture in which their contributions
propel local and national
progress. This internship pro-
gram is meticulously designed to

provide a comprehensive profes-
sional education and cultivate a
growth-oriented mindset.
“Roshan Kal” celebrates the re-

markable diversity, uniqueness,
and potential of each young per-
son, recognizing their distinct
skills, talents, and perspectives
that, when refined, become a po-
tent force for socioeconomic ad-

_ “PepﬂCu is devoted to €mpow-

vancement.
Furgan Ahmed Syed, CEO
of PepsiCo Pakistan, stated,

ering the youth of Pakistan as
they are the architects of our fu-
ture. Roshan Kal leverages col-
laboration with 18 partner
organizations to provide young
adults the opportunity to acquire

insights into diverse and com-
plex industries, enabling them to
develop unique and multi-
faceted skills while cultivating
leadership capabilities, critical
thinking, and innovation re-
quired for the future-fit youth of
Pakistan. This is part of our
larger commitment to youth de-
velopment, in line with our long-
standing partnership for Amal
Career-Prep Fellowship pro-
gram with Amal Academy,
which has been supported by
PepsiCo Foundation since 2018
and recently celebrated the grad-
uation of 10,000 Amal Fel-
lows."m
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PTA conducts
Quality of Service
surveys in 19 cities

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) has conducted Quality
of Service (QoS) surveys in 19
cities
Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh,
Balochistan and Islamabad
Capital Territory to measure
the performance and quality of
services offered by Cellular
Mobile Operators (CMOs) to
customers,

The survey results revealed
that CMOs are compliant with
respect to upload and down-
load speed to a great extent,
while improvement is observed
in network latency and web-
page loading time as compared
to earlier surveys. Moreover,
some of the Voice KPIs have
been found below the licensed
threshold in a few areas.

In accordance with Next
Generation Mobile Service
(NGMS) licenses and Cellular
Mobile Network Quality of
Service (QoS) Regulations,
2021; mobile network cover-
age, QoS KPIs of Voice, SMS
and mobile broadband were
checked using state-of-the-art
automated QoS Monitoring &
Benchmarking Tool. Based
upon the compliance level of
each KPI against the threshold
defined in the respective li-
censes and QoS regulations,
CMOs have been ranked be-
tween Ist to 4th position in
Mobile Network Coverage and
Voice Services as per compli-
ance level in surveyed cities. =

WWEF & Coca-Cola visit River Ravi under Sustainable Water Management initiative

Lahore: The World Wide
Fund for Nature (WWF) in
collaboration with Coca-Cola
Pakistan successfully organized
a field visit to the Ravi River as
part of their joint initiative,
“Sustainable Water Manage-
ment for Lahore.” The visit
showcased significant strides
made toward ensuring the re-
sponsible and efficient use of
water resources in the region.

During the visit, partici-
pants were exposed to innova-
tive solutions and projects
designed to safeguard the Ravi
River's ecosystem while meet-
ing the water needs of Lahore’s

growing population. Demon-
strations and discussions cen-
tered around sustainable

Through collaborative ef-
forts such as this, we are taking
significant steps toward ensur-

irrigation techniques, water
quality monitoring, and com-
munity engagement initiatives
that encourage responsible
water use.

ing the availability of clean and
abundant water resources for
future generations. The part-
nership between WWF and
Coca-Cola Pakistan exempli-

fies how public and private en-
tities can work together to ad-
dress pressing environmental
challenges, said one of the
hosts. Coca-Cola Pakistan's
commitment to sustainability
and environmental stewardship
has been a driving force behind
this joint initiative. We are
proud to support initiatives that
prioritize water conservation
and the protection of vital
ecosystems. The field visit to
the Ravi River showcases the
positive impact that can be
achieved through meaningful
partnerships, said one of the
organizers.s

Get ready to travel to Turkey with Zong innovative new roaming offers!

Islamabad: Have you
packed your bags and picked
up your passport? Don't forget
to subscribe to Zong 4G's
brand-new Turkey Bundle to
stay connected on your trip!

Zong 4G, Pakistan's leading
telecom, has launched exciting
new roaming bundles designed
to provide unmatched re-
sources for customers traveling
to Turkey and enhance their
experience. These thoughtfully
curated packages not only en-

nint ted communi-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

cation but also offer an array of
data and voice bundles to suit
every traveler's needs. With
Turkey recently becoming a
popular tourist destination,
Zong 4G's innovative offerings
aim to facilitate a seamless and
le travel

The new Turkey Prepaid
Voice & Data IR Offers come
with an enticing combination
of minutes, SMS, and data, en-
abling customers to remain
connected with their loved ones
and work commitments. Zong
4G places a strong emphasis on
customer convenience by offer-
ing competitively priced bun-
dles that provide abundant
resources, ensuring smooth
connectivity during interna-
tional travel. The offers cater to

mers’ varying needs, of-

fering 30, 60, and 90 minutes
of talk time, coupled with
ample SMS and data, ranging
from 1GB to 5GB, ensuring
travelers have abundant re-
sources for sharing memories,
browsing, and navigating
Turkey's attractions. Customers
can activate these bundles eas-
ily through the MY ZONG
APP orby dialing *4255# fora
duration of 15, 30, and 45 days,
respectively, equipping you for
both long-term and short-term
stays.m
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5G auction to be
held in next year

Islamabad: Caretaker Fed-
eral Minister for IT &

Telecommunication Dr. Umar 4
Saif assured that the auction g

of the 5G network will be held
within the next 10 months.
The federal minister said this
during a meeting with Chair-
man Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA) Major
General (Retired) Hafeez Ur
Rehman in his office.n

Walee partners with
Waliya Najib to unify
the creator economy

Lahore: Walee is on the mis-
sion to unify the creator econ-
omy. The Al-powered program
aims to provide creators with
advanced insights, inspirations,
predictive analytics. With the
launch of groundbreaking pro-
gram, Walee takes a giant leap
towards realizing the vision to
identify how creators can tap
into new technology, data, and
Al & be able to provide a prod-
uct that adds value to their ‘cre-
ator careers’ by teaming up with
none other than one of Pak-

istan’s biggest creators, Waliya J

Najib.s

of Punjab, Khyber }
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Zong 4G and HANDS join forces to empower
youth through digital education

Karachi : Zong 4G has
forged a strategic partnership
with the Health and Nutrition
Development Society
(HANDS), ushering in a new
era of transformative education
in underserved regions.

This strategic initiative is
poised to establish an advanced
digital lab at the FAS Noor
Muhammad  School in
Karachi, outfitted with cutting-
edge computer systems and
technology, aimed at enhanc-
ing students’ technical prowess
and access to the digital world.

The partnership’s core ob-
Jective is to empower the youth
by harnessing digital technol-

ogy to create new avenues for
learning, thus equipping the

dents, with more than 50% of
the strength being girls, this fa-

¥ LY A N7

next generation with invaluable
skills that can be used in their
careers.

Designed to cater to 91 stu-

cility is positioned to emerge as
the epicenter of digital learning
for the surrounding. By grant-
ing unrestricted access to myr-

iad computational resources
and cutting-edge educational
tools, Zong 4G and HANDS
are bridging the digital divide,
empowering young minds with
indispensable knowledge im-
perative for excelling in the dig-
ital world.

HANDS, an eminent non-
profit organization dedicated to
fostering positive transforma-
tion across various domains,
including livelihood, health,
education, infrastructure, and
disaster management, will syn-
ergize with Zong 4G to ad-
vance its mission. Both entities
are resolutely committed to
contributing to the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs)
through the integration of tech-
nology-driven solutions into
their initiatives.

The official spokesperson
for Zong 4G conveyed his en-
thusiasm for this partnership,
stating, “Zong 4G is resolute in
leveraging technology for con-
structive societal impact. Qur
collaboration with HANDS
seamlessly aligns with our vi-
sion as we endeavor to em-
power Pakistan’s youth through
education and digital literacy.
We firmly believe that this dig-
ital lab will play a pivotal role
in shaping the destinies of
these young learners.”s

PTA & PITB open Lahore IXP to boost
digital connectivity

Lahore: The Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) and the Punjab Infor-
mation Technology Board

stakeholders and prominent
Internet Service Providers
(ISPs) in attendance. Interna-
tional stakeholders namely In-

(PITB) marked a historic mile-

stone with the inauguration of
the Lahore Internet Exchange
Point (IXP).

The inauguration cere-
mony was held at Arfa Soft-
ware Technology Park (ASTP)
with esteemed industry lead-
ers, government officials, vital

ternet Society (ISOC), Asia

Pacific Network Information
Centre (APNIC) and Japan
Registry Services (JPRS) at-
tended the event remotely.
The launch event featured
presentations and insightful
speeches from key industry fig-
ures, emphasizing the IXP's

potential to enhance digital in-
frastructure and support the
growth of Pakistan's internet
economy.

Hashoo Group & CDA join
hands for a greener Pakistan

Chairman PTA, Major =

General (R) Hafeez
Rehman emphasized the criti-
cal importance of the Lahore
IXP, highlighting its multifac-

eted benefits. He lauded the

IXP's potential to galvanize
economic growth, facilitate
greater access to digital serv-
ices and enhance network effi-
ciency.

Chairman PITB, Faisal
Yousaf said, “Launching IXP
locally would reduce our de-
pendency on international
data routes. Additionally, it
would ensure a rather reliable
and robust internet connectiv-

it}r.”.

Ur

Islamabad: In a symbolic
gesture aligning with the spirit
of Pakistan Independence Day,
Hashoo Group, the leading
hospitality conglomerate, col-
laborated with the Capital De-
velopment Authority (CDA) to
orchestrate a grand tree planta-
tion drive on August 11th. The
event, attended by Mr. Murtaza
Hashwani, Deputy Chairman

and CEO of Hashoo Group
and Mr. Noor-ul-Amin Men-
gal, Chairman of Capital De-
velopment Authority, along
with executives from both
sides, marked a remarkable
step towards a more sustain-
able and eco-friendly future by
planting trees along the Srina-
gar Highway (Rest Area), Is-
lamabad.m

Oppo unveils
latest foldable
smartphone

Lahore: Oppo has offi-
cially unveiled the Find N3
Flip — the company's latest
clamshell-style foldable smart-
phone — at a launch event in
China. It arrives six months
after sales of the Find N2 Flip
predecessor began internation-
ally, and just a month after
Samsung's global launch of
the Galaxy Z Flip. A global re-
lease date and price hasn't
been provided for the Find N3
Flip, but Oppo claims in a
press release that it’'ll be “com-
ing soon” to international
markets.m

Jubilee Life Insurance & Telenor Pakistan to
facilitate insurance access through app

Islamabad: Jubilee Life In-
surance has signed an MoU
with Telenor Pakistan to bring
unprecedented ease and acces-
sibility for health and life in-
surance services. Under this
collaboration, insurance prod-
ucts from Jubilee Life will be
directly integrated into the
Apollo app, Telenor’s flagship
platform which caters to a ro-
bust network of 120,000 retail-
ers across Pakistan.

Through an effective col-
lection of their expertise, Ju-
bilee Life Insurance and
Telenor Pakistan are set to rev-
olutionize insurance penetra-
tion in the country. This
initiative will enable millions
of Pakistanis to be empowered
in terms of securing insurance
policies through Telenor Pak-
istan retailers, ushering in a
new era of swift and simplified
insurance acquisition. The
streamlined, user-friendly
process caters to the modern

dubsiue iy, lar
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dynamics of the nation, where
convenience and efficiency are
being given the utmost impor-
tance, especially by younger
audiences.

Mzr. Farhan Faridi, Group
Head - Retail Operations,
Marketing, and Administra-
tion at Jubilee Life Insurance,
stated: "As the dynamics of
our society evolve, digital tech-
nologies have become an inte-
gral part of our daily lives. We
recognize that a significant
portion of our population
comprises young individuals

who embrace these technolo-
gies. Jubilee Life is committed
to raising awareness about the
importance of insurance plans
among this demographic. Our
collaboration with Telenor
Pakistan is a demonstration of
our dedication to making in-
surance coverage accessible
and relevant to the digital age."

Mr. Omer Bin Tariq, Chief
Marketing Officer of Telenor
Pakistan stated: "Telenor Pak-
istan consistently strives to
provide its users with innova-
tive solutions that simplify
their lives. Collaborating with
Jubilee Life Insurance aligns
seamlessly with our mission to
empower our user base and
partners through technological
advancements. We take im-
mense pride in joining forces
with a leading institution like
Jubilee Life Insurance to re-
shape how insurance is ac-
cessed and perceived in
Pakistan."s

Apple mega
launch event
on September
12 to unvell
iIPhones 15

New York: Mumblings a
few weeks ago started doing
the rounds pegging September
12 as the date of Apple's next
grand unveiling event, the com-
pany itself has confirmed it.

The iPhone 15, iPhone 15

Plus, iPhone 15 Pro, and
iPhone 15 Pro Max (which
may end up being called
iPhone 15 Ultra) will be an-
nounced on September 12. As
always, this will be streamed
online at apple.com as well as
in the Apple TV app. =
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vivo V25

Display 6.44"
047
AR 64+8+2MP
Battery 4500mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB
Charging 44W Flash Charge
Display 6.55"
Front Camera:8MP
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Memory 4GB +64GB
Charging 18W Fast Charge
Display 6.51"
- Front Camera:5SMP
SCUEEN  Rear Camerz:13+2MP
o
RAM & ROM
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vivo V27e

Display 6.62"
Front Camera:32MP
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RAM & ROM
Memory 8GB+256GB
Charging 66W FlashCharge
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Front Camera:16MP
EWEEN  Rear Camera:64+2+2MP
Battery 4000mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 8GB+128GB
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IPHONE 14 PRO MAX 256GB

Rs:5,69,999

Dimensions: 160.7 x 77.6
x 7.9 mm Weight: 240 g

Displa 6.7 Inches LTPO Super Retina
XDR OLED, 120Hz, HDR10

Front: 12 MP, 1.9, 23mm fnide) Main : 48 MP

o] 718, 24mm (wide) + 12 MP, 728, TTmm

(telephoto) + 12 MPAZ.Z, 13mm, 120" {ultrawide)

4323 mAh (Li-ion Non removabla)
Fast Charging Wired, 50% in
30 min (adverised) 15W
wiralass (MagSafe)7.5W wiraless (Qi)

RAM 6 GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro,

\F=E1 R proximity, compass, barometer

Ultra Wideband (UWB) support

Oppo F21 Pro

Rs. 89,999

Itel A6O(S 4G)

A6 UBAG

128GB+8GB

m EE.TE W
_,/ EELET™ sccom

Dcta-Core Processor [ 5000mAk | &4 "HD+

CAMERA

(OPPOX SONY INMITD9 Flogship
Salfle Sensar

&40P Al Triple Comer

Bakaty Flee Pertralt

Wizrnlens

DESIGN
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(PP Giow

Litro-Slim Retro Design
Orsit Light

PERFORMANCE

33 SUFERWOOC

4500m#An Lorge Bortery

Rkt Expongion

Gualeomen Deta-Cors Prooessor

Color0S 12

Incusive Design

Smert Sacurity

Ar Gusture

Smort Motifieaton Hidhg

HONOR X6

SoMP |

Triple Cameara

Expandable Storage
Up to 1TB

PKR. 40,999 PKR. 46,999

S5000maAh
Battary

Oppo Al17 o
e o= 506 Redmi A2+
~
Body 160.8 x 78.1 x 7.7 mm @
: Redmi A2+
Dlsplay 6.56" MediaTek Helio G36 | Fingerprint sensor
i Front Camera SMP Rare
Camera S50MP+2MP
Battery 5000mAh
V(=15 ela' RAMBROM 4GB + 64GB
Charging 10W
b4
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X Mobile X7 Realme C25Y
Rs. 39,999

| Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Kryo
i | 670 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Kryo 670)

P
F

6.5" IPS LCD
Oare to Leap. - Capacitive Touchscreen
i N Front Camera 8 MP, 2.0, 26mm
e (wide) Rare Camera Triple
f e Dbl 50 MF, /1.8, 26mm (wide), PDAF

| : 2 MP, 2.4, (macro) + 2 MP, 712.4, {depth)

Battery'f' 5000mAh

ﬁ BUILTAN

LUDG GAME

Mﬁmmy RAM & ROM 4GB + 64GB

Nokia C21

Club A90 Plus
Rs. 19,499

L'hb m: b’-leﬂ WAVW CLUBMOBILES. COM. PK

Octa-core (4 x 1.6 GHz Coriex SRR TR,
'1 -AB5 +4 x 1.2 GHz Cortex-A55)

Dual 5IM
2.8 inch LCD
BIG SPEAKER

T 6.5" IPSLCD
Display Capacitive Touchscreen

BIG TORCH LIGHT
Wireless FM Radio
Audio Video player
3500 MAH BIG BATTERY

Front SMP Main 8MP

CIYOICIOICL )

3000mAh
(Li-ion Removable)

1 =glela'] RAM & ROM 2GB + 32GB

AY0/RLUS

3
.
:
=

WINDOW TO X] I]
THEEWTURE A Stand out

<9100/

HD+

e FUll Miew
Display

RRP 39,999 i

20 0 ® / ADVANCE TELECOM @ www.advancetelecom.com, pk

www.gmabille.com.pk
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X Mobile X2 Selfie
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9000900

Fie
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09064gPh0
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Redmi Note 12 Pro

Dcode Cygnal 2

Rs:25,999

Quad Core 2.0 Ghz
Mediatek Helio A22

6.52" IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front SMP  Main 13MP

5000mAh

WELEL] RAM3GB ROM 64GB

Redmi Note 12 Pro

Light up in a flash, for stunning visuals.

A Y T T r
Rs. 99,999 )
«0 ‘

IR blaster

r
|

—
—

UFs 2.2

()

Dual speakers

Cd

MNFC enabled

Itel S23
Rs:35,999

Super Smooth and

Mamary® o

128+16(8+8)GB

5000mAR Big Balerny

z
High Refresh Rate

$23°

SOMP
Super-ciear Camera

T m

New Color Changing Design
|

——— ’

itel OS5 8.4 £.46" HD+

‘Waterdrop Fullscreen

=
==
=
S
E
N
)
@

AYADVANCE

TELECOM

See better in the dark

It just keeps getting better

-
g & B U
Biometric 13MFP Rear 571" HD+ Android 9 Ple 2000mAR
Face Unlock SMP Fromt Camera with Selfie notch battery
| 4 £}
\RRP 13,900 |rrP 14,900 @
| 2 GB RAM | 16 GB ROM 3 GB RAM | 32 GB ROM -'-‘I:l."_"J_(-l_

AUITHCRTH T | <
m FELer u:wnl

7 e L

Super Soundbox
@ | MP3 & MP4 Player
@ ye

(8] 3000mAh Mega Battery
(#| Digital Camera

2.4" |CD Display

(B8] Up to 32GB SD Card
Dedicated Music Button
King lalker
2000 Confacts

rs.3,999

I\.
#EnjoyBetterLife #
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DISCO

WHERE EVERY CALL IS A CHANCE TO GROOVE TO THE

RHYTHM OF TECHNOLOGY!

IN JUST

RS.3,299/-

@ 24"SCRE
OiSFLAY

» 3000MAH
BATTERY

« 1000

CONTACTS
@ DUALSM
BUPOORTED

@ SPEAKER
POWERFUL

21 POWERFUL
TORCH LIGHTS

G'FIVE

EMART PHONE

@ vepa P
ols! ij5 CERTIED

Huawei Nova 9
Rs. 107,999

Samsung Galaxy A14
Rs. 62,999

Octa-core (4 x 2.0 GHz
Cortex-A55 +4 x 2.0
GHz Cortex-A55)

. 6.6" PLS LCD Capacitive
Dlsplay Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch
Front: 13 MP, 2.0, (wide),
- Main ; Triple Camera: 50 MP, 1.8
O LUEIEN  (wide), PDAF + 5 MP, 112.2, (utrawide)

+ 2 MP, fi2.4, {macro),
Battery
ViElela’d RAM 4GB ROM 128GB

Processor

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable),

X Mobile X4

~
BAAT LI JAYE
fa
ﬁﬁygﬁ 1.3 Ghz Quad Core
')1!5 Ei; : 5.45" IPS LCD Capacitive
gt BIETSLEV 1ouchscroen, 16M Colors, Muliouch
(TXX)
C ’ Front : 2MP RareTriple
e Camera: 5 MP + CIF + CIF
24" colorful (¢ 4 Beaming i Smart
display Torch Lights Camera 2800mAh
Gt Baﬁew (Li-Po Non removable)
& Euil:Jp
AN 1 :.I : Ledo Game
0 V(=1 RAM 2GB  ROM 32GB
b) Delay
/

Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Kryo
Ll 670 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Kryo 670)

6.57" OLED Capacitive
Touchscreen, Multitouch

Front Camera: 32 MP, 2.0, [wide)
. Rear Camera: Quad 50 MP 1.9,

(0= N 25 (wide), +6 MP 12.2,(ulrawide)

+ 2 MF, 2.4, (depth) + 2 MP, 12,4, (macro)

4300mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

RAM 8GE ROM 128GB

HONOR X5

5000mAh Large Battery | 6.5 HONOR FullView Display
Octa-core Processor | Expandable Storage

Sparx S-6
Rs. 17,499

0 43dNS ZZHP w47 jroA7 7L
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Infinix Note 30
Rs.53,999

. Mediatek MT8781 Helio G99 CPU
: Octa-core (2x%2.2 GHz Cortex-AT6
& 6x2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

< 7 6.8" IPS LCD Capacitive
Dlsp-l-ay Touchscreen, 16M Colors

Front:16MP Back :Triple Camera

Camera BELEA GRS AR LS

+2 MP, 2.4, (depth)+ QVGA

Baﬂe ry 5000mAh

(Li-Po Non removable)

Sl RAMBGB ROM 256GB

®-[is[lsl+]  45W Fast Charging

~/

REDMI 12C
R5.33,999 4GB + 128GB |

| S50MP main camera
| 671" Dot Drop display

G'FIVE GOLD Infinix Zero 20
#afive Rs. 79,999
THE CROWN JEWEL OF COMMUNICATIONI
\eSCREEN | 300oMaH | 1000, | ouaLsm | meDiaTe ~
L Octa-core (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-
REEEEEE 476 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)
e — 6.7" AMOLED
DISplay Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: 60MP +0IS Back :
Camera Triple Camera 108 MP, (wide),
: PDAF + 13 MP, AF + 2 MP
4500mAh
..Baﬁery ({Li-Po Non removable)
Ve’ RAM 8GB  ROM 256GB
.-Chargl'n_g 45W Fast Charging
= Lo J.r’..“ | ; WWW GFIVEPAKISTAN.COM mi‘:{? _’}
Redmi Note 12 VGO TEL New 12
Rs. 19,999
. ™
. | Quad-Core 2.0GHz
. Processor
GPU: GEB300
Redmi Note 12
Rs. 64,999
«Pq» «)» = L 81515151 6.517" HD+ IPS (Drop Notch)
3,5mm IR Blastar Side fingerprint IP53
headphone jack SEnsor
Front: 16MP  Back : Triple
m Camera 50 MP, /1.8, (wide)
. PDAF + 2 MP, /2.4, {depth) + QVGA
Battery 5000mAh built-in
T i 2GB RAM + 1GB
Memory Extended RAM 64GB ROM
A S
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TECNO CAMON 20

R=s:53,999

Tecno Spark 8C
Rs:26,999

Mediatek MT&763Z Helio GBS,
PrDES_SOI' CPU : Ocla-core (2¢2.0 GHz
i Cortex-AT5 & Bx1.8 GHz Corlex-A35),

: 6.67 Inches AMOLED
Dfsplay Capacitive Touchscreen

Front. 32MP  Back ; Triple

Camera 64 MP, f/1.7, 26mm

SECIEN  (wide), 1/1.7", PDAF + 2 MP,
f12.4, (depth) + QVG

5000mAh
Battery (Li-Po Non removable)

256G8
Memory RAM 8GB

Charging 33W Fast Charging

Tecno Camon 19 Pro

Rs:49,.999

Tecno Camon 19 Pro - New-Series Of Smartphanes ™
Tecno Is working on a new Camon 19 which has got a
moniker Pro at the end, Chinese manufacturer Tecno is
launching a new series of smartphones. Last year Tecno
has unveiled Camon 18 series, now the company is
preparing its successor which will be called Tecno Camaon
19 Pro. The new smarlphone will be powered by the)
MediaTek Helio GS6 chipset, This is a powerful chipsel that
will empower the upcoming smariphone Tecno's Camon 19
Pro to provide the user with high-end performance, and
also there is an Octa-Core processor under the hood of this
smartphone. The upcoming new Tecno Camon 19's going
to have 6.8 Inches which is & massive screen, and to
provide the user with full HD plus the resclution of 1080 x
2460 Pixels, And there is an IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscreen display, also there is a powerful GPU of Mali,
The new Camaon 19 Pro by Tecno is having an upcoming
smartphone with 8 gigabytes RAM, which is the highest
point of RAM used in this smartphone so you can say that
your phone is going to run at a super-fast speed because of
its powerful RAM. The built-in storage capacity of the Tecno
19 Pro is 256 gigabytes which means that the capacity of
your data is unlimited. On the rear of the smartphone, there
is a Triple Camera setup. The main sensor of Tecno
Camon's 19 Pro will be 64 megapixels, 50 megapixels
along with the Al sensor. The selfie shooter of the phone will
be 32 megapixels. For this purpose upcoming smartphane
Camon 19 Pro is having a side-mounted fingerprint reader
to secure the data on the smarfphone and anly allow the
authorized person. The device will be fueled with a Non-
removable Li-Fo 5000 mAh battery that will carry support
for Fast charging of 33W. Samsung and other tech giants

will face serious competition when the coming smartphane
19 Prowill releass. o

Samsung Galaxy A-73
Rs:170,499

Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Kryo
FEEEEEN 670 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Kryo 670)

: 6.7" Super AMOLED Plus
DISpLﬂ}' Capacitive touchscreen

Front: 32 MP, 12,2, 26mm {wide)

C Main :Quad Carmera: 108 MP, f1.8
amera o (wide), PDAF, OIS + 12 MP, F2.2, (ullrawide)

+ 5MP, /2.4, (macro) + & MP, 2.4, (depth)

5000mAh
Batter)o' (Li-Po Non removable)

RAM 8GB
Memo

Charging 25W Fast Charging

Chipset: Unisoc TEOG (12 nm)
[=fe--teldl  CPU: Octa-core (2x1.6 GHz
Cortex-AT5 & 6x1.6 GHz Cortex-AS5)
. 6.6 inches
Display IPS LCD, 90Hz
Front: 8MP Main; Dual

Camera 13 MP, /1.8,
27mm (wide) + QVGA

5000mAh
Battery (Li-Po Non removable)
128 GB
Memory RAM 4GB
Charging 10W

4
Tecno Camon 19 Neo
Rs:4<, 999
Tecno Camon 1% Meo - The Mid-Ranger -\'

Tecno is working on a Camon 19 which has got a moniker
Neo at the end. The company is launching a new
smartphone in its Camon series. The newcomer will be a
budget-friendly phone and will be named Tecno Caman 18
Neo. The smartphone got a Chipset of MediaTek Helio
GES which is the most powerful chipset and to give more
power to this handset thara is an Octa-Core procassor
inside the Tecna's Camon 19 Neo o make the device ulira
fast. Also, there is a GPU of Mali under the hood of this
smariphona. The display screen size of the smarphone is
6.8 Inches and It will provide the user with full HD plus the
resolution of 1080 x 2480 Pixels. The new Tecno Camon
19's having an IP5 LCD Capacitive Touchscreen display
that is the latest one and well known for its outstanding
results. The handset will be paired with a gigantic RAM
capacity of 6 gigabytes. The chipset and the RAM capacity
of the Camon 19 Neo by Tecno show that it will enable the
user lo execute things with this smariphone within
saconds, The internal storage capacity of the smartphone
is 128 gigabytes which is enough to store a huge amount
of data for future use and the device gol 8 micraSD
dadicated slot. On the rear of the Tecno 19 Neo, thers is a
Triple Camera setup. The main sensor of the handset will
be 48 megapixels, 2 megapixsls, and 2 magapixels. The
solfia shooter of the phone is 32 megapixals, to make
taking seifies easier and more attractive. The Tecno
Camon's 18 Neo is having a side-mounted, optical
fingarprint reader to secure the data on the smariphone
and only allows the authorized person. The Camon 19
Neo will be fusled with a Non-remaovable Li-Po 5,000 mAh
battery that will carry support for Fast charging. Samsung
and other tech giants will face serious competition when
the coming 19 Neo will release, _/,

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:2,02,999

1509 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
(5,94 X 2.98x0.33in)

B

- 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BTSN |PS LCD capacitive
B

touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

Camera , 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, QIS

12 MP, 2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h

ody
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
emory Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, praximity
==l compass, baromeler, Sir natural
language commands and dictation
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Manufactured by

GrRACE ¥

Younc T=CH
S MARTPHUONES

e
MOBILE

48MP TRIPPLE CAMERA 4GB RAM 64GB ROM

Al HDR Rear Super Vision 4gb + 5gb Extended Ram
16MP FRONT CAMERA HD+WATERDROP DISPLAY
Smart Beauty Focused HDR Colors Display Size (6.52")

#Best Budget Phones with High Aspects
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Import Data Smart Phones (Importer Wise)
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Brand Jul-23

Importer Name i oty e
FUTURE TECH APPLE 102 57,802
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE
HAMZA ENTERPRISES APPLE
EXPERT TRADERS APPLE
ROCKERS TRADING APPLE
ORIENT ENTERPRISES APPLE
PENTA INTERNATIOMNAL APPLE
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE
HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE 10,305 668,098
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G 4,475 160,887
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS DOOGEE 3 362
FORTLIME (PRIVATE) LIMITED DOOGEE 2 364
POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED 25,000 116,000
HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN [PRIVATE) LIMITED HUAWEI
INDVI TECHNOLOGIES HONOR
SICCOTEL TRADING HONOR
M/S. € RIGHT MOBILE INFINIX 04 50,624
INOVI TELECOM {PVT.) LIMITED INFINDX 150,060 15,925,811
BAKKA TRADING INFINIX
HAMZA ENTERPRISES INFINDX
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED INFINDC 8 1,046
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINDX 11,620 1,178,550
EUROTEL TRADING INFINIX
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX 120,120 10,150,524
EXPERT TRADERS INFINDL
MICROTEL TRADING INFIN X
ORIENT ENTERPRISES INFINIX
M/S. € RIGHT MOBILE INFINDC
ROCKERS TRADING INFINDX
SAHAA TRADERS INFINIX
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 7,000 409,601
CARLCARE SERVICE [PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 1z 1,129
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 19,961 698,635
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 35,000 1,730,550
SICCOTEL TRADING ITEL
EXPERT TRADERS ITEL
YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED ME MOBILE 4,000 259,846
FORTLINE (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA i78 16,910
ADVANCE TELECOM MNOKLA
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA
EXERT TECH {PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO
PICK N SAVE OPFO
5.40.0 COMMUNICATION OPPO 1,198 112,273
HAMZA ENTERPRISES OPPO
IMPEL TECH {PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO 7,600 718,200
AS. TELECOM [PRIVATE) LIMITED OUKITEL
EXPERT TRADERS OMNE PLUS
EXERT TECH {(PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME
Microtel Trading REALME 4,000 279,720
SUNTON MOBILE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME 1,600 135,000
SICCOTEL TRADING REALME 4,173 287,311
PICK N SAVE REALME 265 22,180
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION REALME 265 22,180
LOGISTICS PROPEL REALME
HAMZA ENTERPRISES REALME
ASIF ASOCIATE SAMSUNG 300 27,800
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSUNG 32 22,100
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 12,600 1,503,000
UMBRELLA ELECTRONICS & GEMERAL TRADERS SAMSUNG
SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG
ORIENT ENTERPRISES SAMSUNG
MICROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG
HAMZA ENTERPRISES SAMSUNG
MULLER 8 PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG 2,650 384,450
MOBICELL (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG 214 47,520
GNEXT SOLUTIONS [PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG 11,500 1,096,470
CITI TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG
EXPERT TRADERS SAMSUNG
EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG 1,500 122,715
DEPLOY [PVT.) LIMITED SPARX 73,760 4,573,781
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECHO 44,100 5,378,240
S5AHAA TRADERS TECNO
AREEBAH TECHNOLOGIES LIMITED TECNO
M/S UNITED MOBILE TECND
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 65,000 4,818,716
UNITED COMPMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED TECND
INOWVI TELECOM PVT LTD TECND
HAMZA ENTERPRISES TECNO
CORETECH TECNOD 1,300 173,502
SICCOTEL TRADING TECND 3,440 539,012
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO a8 5,346
EXPERT TRADERS TECND
ORIENT ENTERPRISES TECND
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY [PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO 20,119 2,740,484
55H TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL 10,004 647,239
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED VNUS
AREEBAH TECHNOLOGIES LIMITED X1AomMI
BAKKA TRADING XIAOMI
CORETECH XIAOMI
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE [PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAONMI
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED XiAOnMI 106,000 8,203,782
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED ZTE 3,480 238,728
APPLE 102 97,802
D CODE 10,305 668,098
DIGIT 4G 4 475 160,887
DOOGEE 5 726
HELLO MOBILE 25,000 116,000
HUAWEI -
HONOR -
INFINDC 282,712 27,306,555
ITEL 61,973 2,839,915
ME MOBILE 4,000 259,846
MOTOROLA 178 16,910
NOKIA -
OPPO B, 798 830,473
ONE PLUS -
OUKITEL -
REALME 10,303 747,391
SPARX 73,760 4,573,781
SAMSUNG 28,796 3,204,155
TECNO 113,878 10,714,816
VIVO 20,119 2,740,484
VNUS -
VGOTEL 10,004 647,239
Xlaomi 106,000 8,203,782
FAL3 3,480 238,728
Total 763,888 63,367,587
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B r a I n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolocommunication Lid.

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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, Redmi A2+

Rear fingerprint
sensor

Instant unlocking,
safe and reliable

Securely unlock your phone quickly and easily with
Redmi A2+'s rear fingerprint sensor.

f

'mAh Larger capacity, less w
28 ous ‘ 626 | 19 rews ‘ 33 rows

playback




* Premium Crystal Glass

* 44W FlashCharge

+ 8GB+8GB Extended RAM
+ 50MP Main Camera

*Ficturas shown are for referance only. The actual praduct may vany
*The extended BGE mamory is virtual memary and realized by software. it i different from actual storage space.
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