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Smog ruins

daily life

It has been observed for a long that at the turn of the season,
smog blankets almost the entire province of Punjab in particular
and generally the whole country. Smog has disastrous effects on
human health and the national economy. However, the authorities
concerned have never paid serious attention to addressing this
issue except for taking cosmetic measures. It is the responsibility
of the government to protect against disastrous situations like
floods, earthquakes, smog and many other calamity issues. Amidst
the ongoing smog wave, the Punjab government had a four-day
holiday to keep the people indoors. However, the government
decision has caused billions of rupees in losses to the business
community, which mainly includes shopkeepers, vendors, traders
and industrials. The government has even closed down schools
for four days to prevent the students from exposure to smog.
Many daily wagers have been affected and went home empty-
handed because of the closure of the markets. Shutting down the
commercial entities or the schools and other institutions does not
provide a permanent solution to the problem but a loss of money
to the business community and the education of the students.

The decision by the caretaker Punjab government to impose
an “environmental and health emergency” in Lahore and
neighbouring regions for four days, is no doubt a crucial one
to address the dire issue of smog. Certainly, the decision to
temporarily close markets, public spaces, and offices demonstrates
the commitment of the caretaker government to safeguard the
well-being of the citizens. But the question is when smog has
become a recurring problem in this region, causing adverse health
effects and environmental consequences, should not we wake up
earlier to the arrival of this menace and adopt the steps to prevent
it from ballooning into serious hazards?

By invoking Section 144 and emphasising the need for
environmental rest, the government acknowledges the urgency of
addressing this problem. It is a proactive measure to mitigate the
immediate impact of smog, and such actions are essential for the
health and safety of people and the environment. However, they
are all temporary and momentary measures and not a permanent
remedy. Furthermore, the government's punitive measures
against farmers burning crop residue and its monitoring of the
situation illustrate the government is taking the issue seriously
however, after the issue has cropped up. The government has not
been so strict with the factories and let them continue to operate
to safeguard workers’ livelihoods albeit it has instructed the
factories’ management to take precautions, especially for children
and the elderly. The advice by Caretaker Chief Minister Mohsin
Nagvi to citizens to explore other scenic areas of the province
during the holidays instead of Lahore is a considerate approach.
Punjab has numerous cultural and recreational sites other than
Lahore, and this move encourages people to protect themselves
from the adverse effects of smog while enjoying their free time.
The decision to close markets, shopping centres, and commercial
areas, except for takeaway services, to protect the less privileged
segments of society is a commendable step taken on an emergency
basis. It ensures that the most vulnerable individuals are not left
to face the brunt of the smog’s impact. Lahore’s deteriorating air
quality is a cause for concern. It is ranked second most polluted
city in the world which is alarming. While it is impossible to
eliminate smog, stringent measures and responsible behaviour
beforehand can help control it to a large extent.
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Hazardous effects of non-
biodegradable plastics

The world today 1s dominated by expediency and
modernization, and the use of plastic products has become
an integral part of our everyday life. Due to their versatility,
plastic products have revolutionised numerous industries,
from packaging to medical devices. This extensive usage has
now become a concern for numerous questions regarding its
safety have been cropped up. Plastics are non-biodegradable
and cause pollution as they stay in the environment for a
long period.

However, in a recent research study at the Umversity of
Veterinary and Amimal Sciences, Lahore, Ms. SaadiaSattar
(a PhD Scholar) examined the impact of plastic products on
human health under the supervision of Associate Professor
Dr. Maryam Javed. It was found that exposure to bisphenols
(plastics) has been linked to hormonal changes that may
impact the reproductive systems of both men and women.
The aim of this innovative research is not only to highlight
health-related issues but also enable consumers to make
informed decisions. The use of plastics not only poses a
threat to the environment but also risks human health.

SaadiaSattarm, Lahore

High inflation against rising poverty
in Pakistan

The dire consequences of the high inflation rate are severely
impacting the lives of ordinary citizens. Several people are
finding it mereasingly challenging to afford necessities of
daily life such as food. Additionally, inflation proving a
deterrent to investment and economic growth.

A Iigh inflation rate in Pakistan has been caused by several
factors including, the ongoing conflict in Ukraine which has
disrupted food production hence led to price hikes.

Another is the flooding in Pakistan, which caused damage
to infrastructure and crops. A decline in the value of the
Pakistami rupee resulted in increased costs for imported
goods and services. Yet another factor 15 constantly escalating
energy prices.

To combat the issue of inflation, the Pakistani government can
implement various measures, including increasing subsidies
for essential items like food and fuel, implementing a tighter
monetary policy to raise interest rates and reduce the money
supply, and stabilising the Pakistami rupee. These efforts
can have a significant impact on cutting down the inflation
although they may take some time to yield results.

The people of Pakistan are currently grappling with a highly
challenging economic situation. The rapid surge in inflation
1s making life difficult for many citizens, who are already
struggling to make ends meet.

Areeba Anwar, Karachi

Air pollution shrinks lives

Air pollution in Pakistan and across South Asia 1s a grave
concern; significantly reducing life expectancy and adversely
impacting the overall quality of life. These distressing
revelations have been brought to light by the University of
Chicago in its annual report on the Air Quality Life Index

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

(AQLI). The report underscores that South Asia is now the
global epicentre of pollution, emphasising that pollution 1s
not merely an environmental issue; it is a profound public
health crisis. Lahore, often dubbed Pakistan’s most polluted
city, faces an alarming reality on this count. According to
weather reports, residents of Punjab’s capital and those
living in Sheikhupura, Kasur, and Peshawar are witnessing a
staggering reduction in their life expectancy by approximately
seven years due to dire low-quality air.

This stark reality places South Asia at the forefront of a
health crisis caused by polluted air. The AQLI study makes
a crucial observation, highlighting that with political will
and the allocation of necessary resources, positive change is
indeed possible.

Wahab, Lahore

Drastic increase in electricity bills

Today, I am writing to express my deep concern and
disappointment over the recent drastic increase in
electricity bills and unit charges that have left many
citizens, including myself, grappling with financial burdens
and uncertainty. The sudden surge in electricity bills has
had a profound impact on the lives of ordinary citizens,
who are already facing economic challenges due to various
factors, including inflation and rising living costs. This
surge 1n electricity bills is causing considerable distress
and hardship for countless families and businesses across
our nation.

Transparency in the calculation of electricity charges is
paramount. Consumers must be provided with detailed
breakdowns of their bills to ensure they understand
the factors contributing to the increased costs. This
transparency would not only foster trust but also empower
consumers to take measures to reduce their electricity
consumption more effectively. I also call upon our elected
representatives to engage in a constructive dialogue on this
matter. A collaborative effort between government officials,
regulatory bodies, and citizens can lead to a more just and
sustainable solution.

ZohaJaffry, Karachi

Children of Gaza are crying out

Social media websites, under Israeli pressure, have begun to
block accounts and pages reporting the Zionist atrocities in
Gaza, while foreign broadeasters have banned journalists who
speak against the barbaric Isracli bombing of the oppressed
Palestinians. Suppressing the voices against the Isreali
genocide of the Palestineans is tantamount to suppressing
freedom of expression.

Journalist organisations around the world should take note of
it and raise their concern.

The OIC meeting was held and seemed productive, but actions
speak louder than words. The Zionist army has crossed all its
limits in its barbaric acts. The Muslim community should go
beyond condemnation and act to stop the atrocities against
Muslims. For this, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia need play their
leadership role. Today, the innocent and oppressed children
of Gaza are crying out.

Haseeb Akhtar, Lahore

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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After power, bomb
of 193% increase in
gas rate dropped on
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People are starvation under the reeling price hike and rising

utility bills. The poor and highly dejected people due to the
current predicament, have no money to pay their utility bills.
The poor are up against such a plight, their children are going
without schooling and they do not have any money to treat even
their ailing people. The situation is prodding them in this country
to stand up and take to the roads against the wrong policies of

the government

fter jacking up electricity tariffs by more

than 500%, the rise in the gas tariff up

to 200% has also been approved by the

Caretaker government. The govern-
ment has also increased from 200% to 400%, water
and sanitation rates by the Water and Sanitation
Agency (WASA). The Agency has increased over
200% water and sewerage rates.

Enjoying a free hand, bodies like Nepra, Ogra,
SBP, FBR and others sent the summaries to the gov-
ernment and our handcuffed government did not
resist and gave approval for raising the tariffs. In
just one year, the tariff on natural gas has been in-
creased up to 193.33 percent for various categories
of consumers.

Federal Minister for Finance DrShamshad
Coordination Committee which gave approval for
the increase in the gas price.

A summary submitted by the Ministry of En-
ergy (Petroleum Division) regarding the revision
of the natural gas sale pricing for the current fiscal
year (FY 24) was considered by the forum.

The ECC, after detailed discussion and delibera-
tion, approved the summary as per the tariff sched-
ule submitted by the Ministry, prospectively we.f.
November 1, 2023, instead of 1st October, 2023.

The IMF has frequently raised concerns over
the country’s mounting circular debt in the energy
sector, asking the government not to give any subsi-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

dies and seeking a rise in utility tariffs.

It is pertinent to mention here that Pakistan's oil
and gas reserves have been fast depleting and are
likely to be fully consumed in the next 15 years,
according to the Pakistan Petroleum Information
Services.

The country has not made any major new dis-
coveries of oil and gas reserves, as the government
locks for cheaper sources of energy to deal with the
growing demand.

To stop the accumulation of petroleum sector
circular debt, the Petroleunm Division has proposed
a massive hike in fixed monthly gas charges for
the poorest protected consumers and up to 193.33
percent in gas tariff for various categories of con-
sumers. For non-protected gas consumers using
from 0.25hm3 to 1.5hm3, a hike of Rs540/month
or 117.39 percent has been proposed in monthly
fixed charges taking it from the existing Rs460/
month to Rs1,000/month. For non-protected gas
consumers using from 2hm3 and above, an increase
of Rsl,340/month or 334.78 percent has been pro-
posed in fixed monthly charges.

The Petroleum Division has proposed a hike
from 20 percent to 172 percent for domestic gas
consumers, up to 103.33 percent for industries and
a hike of 143 percent has been proposed for the
CNG sector, the documents revealed. Although,
10 revision in gas prices has been recommended for
the four slabs of protected consumers, utilising up

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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to 0.25 hm3, 0.5hm3, 0.6hm3 and 0.9hm3 gas, an
increase of 3,900 percent from the existing Rs10/
month to Rs400/month in fixed monthly charges
has been proposed. A hike of Rs2, 595/ MMBtu (or
143.77 percent) has been proposed for the supply
of gas to CNG stations taking its supply rate from
the existing Rs1,805/MMBtu to Rs4,400/MMBtu.

For the non-protected consumers using gas up
to 0.25 hm3, a hike of Rs100/MMBtu (or 50 per-
cent) has been proposed, taking its price from the
existing Rs200/MMBtu to Rs300/MMBtu. For
the consumers using 0.5hm3 gas, an increase of
Rs300/MMBtu (or 100 percent) has been recom-
mended, taking the rate from the existing Rs300/
MMBtu to Rs600/MMBtu. On the consumption
of 1hm3, a hike of Rs600/MMBtu (or 150 per-
cent) has been proposed in tariff, taking its price
from Rs400/MMBtu to Rsl,000/MMBtu; on up
to 1.5hm3 consumption, a hike of Rs600/MMBtu
{or 100 percent) has been proposed, taking its price
from Rs600/MMBtu to Rs1,200/MMBtu. For the

Enjoying a free hand bodies
like Nepra, Ogra, SBP, FBR
and others sent the summa-
ries to the government and our
handecuffed government did
not resist and gave approval for
raising the tariffs. In just one
year, the tariff of natural gas
has been increased up to 193.33
percent in various categories of
consumers

consumers using up to Zhm3 gas, a hike of Rs800/
MMBta{or 100 percent) has been proposed, tak-
ing its price from the existing Rs800/MMBtu to
Rs1,600/MMBtu. On consumption of up to 3hm3,
a hike of Rs1,200/MMBtu (or 172.73 percent) from
the existing Rs1,100/MMBtu to Rs3,000/MMB-
tu, while for the consumers using 4hmJ, a raise of
Rs1,500/MMBtu (or 75 percent) from the exist-
ing Rs2,000/MMBtu to Rs3,500/MMBtu. How-
ever, for the consumers using above 4hmJ, a hike
of only 29.03 percent or Rs900/MMBtu has been
proposed, taking its price from Rs3,100/MMBtu to
Rs4, 000/ MMBtu.

The Ministry of Industries and Production sub-
mitted a summary regarding the measures to meet
the requirements of urea for Rabi season 2023-24.
The ECC discussed the proposal in detail and ap-
proved the immediate import of 200,000 MT of
urea fertilizers. The meeting also directed that an
uninterrupted supply of gas for the fertilizer indus-
try be ensured. It was also decided that the provinc-
es would be asked to act more proactively to bear
the importation cost.

The ECC also discussed and approved the sum-
mary submitted by the Ministry of National Food
Security and Research regarding the cost-efficient
import of 1.00 MMT of milling wheat for the year
2023-24, through TCP under through open tender-
ing process, to maintain the strategic reserves. The
ECC also approved the proposal for encouraging
the private sector to import specified milling wheat
under the Ministry of Finance Notification of 14th
November 2008, while meeting the criteria envis-
aged in the import policy order 2022. The ECC
also directed the Ministry to conduct a third-party
verification of the wheat stock in the country. The
meeting also deliberated over a summary submitted
by the Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilita-
tion Authority (ERRA) for approval of the techni-
cal supplementary grant of Rs. 484 million to meet
critical expenditure on pay and allowances of 415
contract and project employees from July 2023 on-
wards. The ECC directed the Ministry of Planning,
Development and Special Initiatives to identify the
savings to finance the salaries of the ERRA em-
ployees.
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munication sector, the interim federal cabinet

has given the nod to establishing the much-an-

ticipated telecom infrastructure-sharing
framework while forming a committee to oversee
the auction of 3G spectrum.

The telecom infrastructure-sharing framework
provides telecom companies with the option to
jointly use critical resources like towers, anten-
nas, cable ducts, and other essential infrastructure.
The objective of this mechanism is to optimize
resource utilization and potentially reduce oper-
ational costs. Additionally, the framework is ex-
pected to create opportunities for new companies
to enter the domestic telecom market.

During a press briefing, caretaker IT Minister
Dr Umar Saif said the auction committee, led by
caretaker Finance Minister Shamshad Akhtar, has
been constituted to oversee the rollout of the faster
535G network. The committee comprises the minis-
ters of IT, science and technology, industries and
production, secretaries from relevant ministries,
and officials from the Federal Board of Revenue.

The primary responsibility of the committee
will be to assess the availability of spectrum across
different frequency bands, including 700 MHz=,
1,800 MHz, 2,100 MHz, and 2,600 MHz. The
auction of these spectrum resources will be based
on recommendations provided by the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA).

DrSaif has noted that the current spectrum al-
location to the four telecom companies operating
in Pakistan may not be sufficient to meet consum-
er demands, hence necessitating the auction.

He commended the IT ministry for its recent
initiatives, which aim to boost exports in the IT
and telecom sectors. These initiatives include local
mobile phone production, supporting freelancer
growth, and reducing reliance on imports. Paki-
stan is recognized as the seventh largest mobile
phone market globally, with a consumer base of
194 million. The government aims to promote lo-
cal manufacturing of affordable and high-quality
mobile phones.

DrSaif acknowledged the efforts of previous
governments and underscored the importance of
the initiatives undertaken by the IT ministry over
the past two months. These initiatives are expected
to enhance exports in the IT and telecom sectors,
fostering local manufacturing, conserving foreign
exchange, and generating employment in the high-
tech industry.

To further facilitate IT exporters and enhance
exports, DrSaif recalled the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) recently increased the retention limnit
for export proceeds from 35% to 50% in the Ex-
porters’ Specialised Foreign Currency Accounts
(ESFCAs). This change allows IT exporters to
make payments from these accounts without re-
quiring approval from the SBP or other banks.

Notably, the new initiatives also include finan-
cial assistance of 100,000 for freelancers to estab-
lish their e-working centres, addressing the need
for suitable workplaces for freelancers. Dr. Saif
emphasized that freelancers have the potential to
earn up to $30,000 per vear, making a significant
contribution to the national economy.

On the other hand, the caretaker government
has unveiled plans to establish a ‘Pakistan Startup
Fund’' to attract venture capital investment. The
government also aims to introduce next-gener-
ation 5G internet by mid-2024, according to the
Minister for Information Technology and Tele-
commumnication, Dr Umar Saif.

Dr Umar Saif said that the interim adminis-
tration has allocated over Rs two billion for estab-
lishing this fund, and this sum of amount will be
matched by the private investors. Furthermore,
commitments from venture capitalists are set to
provide an additional Rs8 billion in Series ‘A’ fi-
nancing for startups that graduate from the fund.

This announcement came following a strate-
gic partnership signing ceremony between Habib
Bank Limited (HBL) and the Pakistan Software
Houses Association (P@SHA). The Minister for

Information highlighted that co-working spaces

In a significant development for the telecom-
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The primary responsibility of the committee will be to assess
the availability of spectrum across different frequency bands,
including 700 MHz, 1,800 MHz, 2,100 MHz, and 2,600 MHz.
The auction of these spectrum resources will be based on
recommendations provided by the Pakistan Telecommunication

Authority (PTA)

will be established to accommodate around half a
million IT freelancers, promoting a conducive en-
vironment for tech-driven innovation.

He said that the interim administration is work-
ing diligently on the project, with the expectation
of completing the groundwork before the newly
elected administration takes office. The plan also
includes the initiation of the 5G auction process.

The telecom infrastruc-
ture-sharing framework
provides telecom companies
with the option to jointly use
critical resources like towers,
antennas, cable ducts, and
other essential infrastructure

DrSaif acknowledged the contributions of the
Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC)
and mentioned that IT companies are now per-
mitted to retain 30 percent of their revenue in US
dollar accounts. Corporate debit cards will also
be issued by banks to these companies, facilitat-
ing international payments and boosting export

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

earnings. Muhammad Aurangzeb, President and
CEO of HBL, expressed the confidence in the
potential of the IT industry as a major driver of
economic growth and job creation in Pakistan.
He underlined HBL's commitment to becoming
a 'Technology Company with a Banking License’
and the collaboration’s role in engaging with key
stakeholders in the IT, freelancer, software, and
gaming industry to provide innovative financial
solutions and services tailored to the IT sector’s
specific needs.

Pakistan has 194 million cellphone users in
the country, according to official figures. By 2023,
the mobile industry’s economic contribution in
Pakistan is estimated to reach $24 billion, global
non-profit organization GSMA estimated in 2021.

However, it's worth mentioning that challeng-
es lie ahead. Reports indicate that local mobile
operators are apprehensive about purchasing 5G
licences due to economic instability.

This reluctance raises concerns about the feasi-
bility of launching the much-anticipated 5G spec-
trum within the stipulated 10-month timeframe.

As the nation navigates these complexities, the
forthcoming 3G auction stands as a testament to
Pakistan's technological aspirations, promising
transformative possibilities for the country’s dig-
ital landscape. m
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FBR detects billions of

rupees over-

Invoicing,

money laundering in
solar panels import

To uncover the complex network of illicit financial activities,
the FBR’s Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) has collaborated
with the Customs Administration of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Singapore, and China

he Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has

stepped up efforts to combat trade-based

money laundering, which has been car-

ried out in the guise of solar panel im-
ports. The FBR is actively working to recover the
over-invoicing amounts associated with these trans-
actions.

However, to uncover the complex network of
illicit financial activities, the FBR's Financial Intel-
ligence Unit has collaborated with the Customs Ad-
ministration of the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Singapore, and China.

Moreover, solar panels imported from China
were at the heart of this massive money laundering
scam, with over Rs. 18 billion funnelled to various
destinations such as the UAE, Singapore, Switzer-
land, and the United States.

According to FBR reports, importers diverted
approximately Es. 8 billion to the UAE, more than
Rs. 6 billion to Singapore, and approximately Rs.
2 billion to Switzerland. These transactions took
place outside of the regulator’s jurisdiction.

However, by importing solar panels from China
over the last five years, money has been transferred
to no less than ten other countries. This has raised
serious questions about the scope of the illegal fi-
nancial activities which plagued these transactions.

Additionally, the FBR’s postclearance audit
officials discovered clear violations of foreign ex-
change regulations, confirming the need for imme-
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diate intervention.

Importers appear to have not only ordered solar
panels from China but also remitted large sums of
money to foreign countries in violation of foreign

However, the FBR. has formally registered cas-
es of over-invoicing and trade-based money laun-
dering against the implicated importers in light of
these findings.

Furthermore, the tax authority has already
signed a cooperative Anti-Money Laundering
Agreement (AMLA) with the UAE'’s Financial In-
telligence Unit.

Under this agreement, the FER has formally re-
quested the UAE’s Financial Intelligence Unit for
cooperation and support in combating the extensive
network of trade-based money laundering.

A couple of weeks ago, the Directorate of Post
Clearance Audit FBR (Federal Board of Revenue)
exposed the money laundering ofRs. 13 billion in
the name of solar panel import and over-invoicing.

According to media reports, the Directorate of
Post Clearance Aundit FBR. Karachi has identified
6 more fake companies allegedly dealing in solar
panels during the customs clearance audit. It trans-
pired that money worth 13 billion rupees had been
transferred abroad under the guise of solar panels
on behalf of these fake companies.

Sources said that out of these 6 fictitious com-
panies, 3 are related to Karachi and the other 3 are
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related to Quetta, 6 fictitious companies include
Messrs. SH Traders, Messrs. Sahar Internation-
al, Messrs. Delta Trading, Messrs. Smart Impex,
Messrs. Ehsammllah Import Export and Asadullah
Enterprises. .

After the customs clearance audit, it has been
pointed out that the above 6 fictitious companies
hawve submitted a total of 687 goods declarations to
the Customs Department for the clearance of im-
ported solar panels, out of which 443 goods dec-
larations contained excess prices of imported solar
panels. Over-invoicing was revealed and money
laundering of 3 billion was carried out.

Sources said that the said 6 fictitious solar im-
port companies showed the value of solar panels
worth 9 billion rupees, in the goods declaration at
13 billion, while 2 importers M/s Smart Impex,
M/s Asadullah Enterprises sold solar panels worth
4 billion for 2.4 billion rupees in the local market.

The Customs Post Clearance Audit team has
registered 6 new cases and constituted teams for the
arrest of the accused persons while it obtained the
remand of Abdul Aziz, the owner of the fictitious
solar company M/s, for investigation.

In the initial investigation, it has also come to
light that the real owner of the said fictitions com-
pany is Amanullah, who has brought to the front
his cousin Abdul Aziz as the owner of his fictitious
company. Sources said that mafias of solar panels
through over-invoicing and money laundering, mis-
used Green Channels for customs clearance of so-
lar panels.

Member Customs FBR Zeba Hai, Director
General Post Clearance Audit Chaudhry Zulfigar
Ali and Director PCA South are looking into the
matter.

Led by Shiraz Ahmed, organized mafias have
started aligning themselves against the FBR in the
crackdown on the fake solar panel companies and
the elements involved in money laundering under-
cover the imports of solar panels.

The stance of these mafias is that the Customs
Department has done the clearance of the consign-
ment of solar panels. The fact is that the mafias have
over-invoiced solar panels during the years 2017 to
2023 and have swindled billions of rupees through
Dubai to several Chinese export companies.

It was determined that Bright Star Business
Solutions (Pvt) Ltd and Moonlight Traders had im-
ported a total of 2,900 consignments of solar panels
from China between 2017 and 2022, with over-in-
voicing amounting to Rs38 billion.

To further substantiate the import prices, the
audit team delved into the sales tax records of the
importers which disclosed a significant disparity
between the actual price per watt of the imported
solar panels and what was declared in the goods be-
fore the department.

Bright Star claimed imports of solar panels
worth Rs47.6 billion, while Moonlight declared
imports of Rs25.4 billion. Both companies were
deemed to be dummy entities, as their income tax
returns failed to reflect the required legitimate in-

COme.

Under this agreement, the FBR
has formally requested the
UAL'’s Financial Intelligence
Unit for cooperation and
support in combating the
extensive network of
trade-based money laundering

Furthermore, the investigation unveiled close
ties between these two companies, as evidenced by
between them. Their offices were found to be sit-
uated in the same building at Dean Trade Centre
in Peshawar Cantt. Astonishingly, these importers
managed to shift Rs73 billion abroad, despite their
financial records showing a mere Rs110 million in
assets. m
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Airlink earns wide
appreciation for
made-in-Pakistan
manufacturing at
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&
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GITEX Glo

Umer Saif, alongside MuzzaffarPiracha and other dig’nitaies,

oy,

bal

had the honour of inaugurating the Pakistan pavilion, where
the country’s foremost companies are actively taking part. He
visited the booth of Airlink Communication and lauded the
products and services being offered by the company during his
conversation. Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha, representing Airlink
Communication, is taking a prominent and proactive role in
the promotion of mobile phones made in Pakistan equal to the

international level

the Pakistan Pavilion at GITEX Glob-

al at World Trade Centre Dubai where

more than 170 countries and 6000 com-
panies took part including over 80 companies from
actively participated and displayed their made-in-Pa-
Communication towards mamufacturing made in
Pakistan features and smartphones.

Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha, the CEO of Airdink
Communication, alongside UmerSaif, the Minister
of IT, among the corporate dignitaries from Paldi-
stan at GITEX Global. During this event, UmerSaif
highly appreciated the significant contribution of the
mobile phone manufacturing industry in Pakistan
and expressed a strong desire to support and facil-
itate this industry in its journey towards global ex-

UmerSaif, alongside MuzzaffarPiracha and oth-
er dignitaries, had the honour of inaugurating the Pa-
kistan pavilion, where the country’s foremost com-
panies are actively taking part. He visited the booth
of Airlink Communication and lauded the products
and services being offered by the company during his
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conversation. Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha, represent-
his proactive role in the promotion of mobile phones
made in Pakistan equal to the international level.

Appreciating the event Dr.
Umar Saif said that GITEX
provides an ideal platform for
Pakistani exhibitors to
interact and interconnect with
key industry players, explore
business opportunities as well
as learn the important
developments taking place
around the world

In Pakistan, IT exports and startups have shown
a sharp upward trend in recent years, driven by en-
abling policies of the government of Pakistan. Today
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Pakistan's IT exports stand at US § 2.6 billion annu-
ally with the potential to increase to US$ 10 billion
within the next 2-3 years.
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For incentivising Industry, Pakistan is establish-
ing special technology Zones. Around 5- 7 technol-
ogy zones are ready while two technology zones are
already operational. These technology zones will
house technology companies, outsourcing compa-
nies, startups, financial institutions and real estate
developers capable of building techmology infra-

“Additionally, we are also creating co-working
spaces with the necessary infrastructure to accom-
modate 500,000 freelancers working online in Paki-
stan, said Dr. Saif. He further said that Pakistan has
the second largest online freelancing workforce in IT.
Talking about startups in Pakistan, Dr. Umar Saif
said that US$ 800 million has already been invested
in startups in Pakistan. This shows potential in Paki-
stan’s IT and startup sector.

Appreciating the event, Dr. Umar Saif said that
GITEX provides an ideal platform for Pakistani ex-
hibitors to interact and interconnect with key indus-
try players, explore business opportunities and learn
the important developments taking place around the
world. =
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economic growth

Sahar Malik

CEO Nexus Solutions & President WCCI Lahore Division

INTERVIEW FLARE REPORT

sSahar Malik, CEO of Nexus Solutions and President of the Women Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (WCCI) Lahore Divigion in an exclusive interview with Flare Magazine shared her
thoughts about her company and the business vision. Her company imparts and educates on
entrepreneurship as well as how to empower women to run a successful business. In her message
to the young women, she said they should study what the industry needs instead of getting an
education not beneficial to their career as a good businessperson or does not get them a job.
Children should be trained so that they can become a successful entrepreneur

ahar Malik, CEO of Nexus Solutions Pri-

vate Limited told Flere that her company is

around 30 staff members. When asked about
the working of the company and how it attracts stu-
dents, she said: “We don't need to attract anyone
come a requirement for everyone.”

Sahar Malik said for the education of entrepre-
neurs, the centre of professionals of the universities is
comnected with them. “The National Assembly has
passed a bill in this regard, considering that policies
are being formmlated but our education system is not
compatible with it. Working with universities, entre-
preneurship students also face the problem of where
to get raw materials and how to identify suppliers and
purchasers and obtain licenses. They need guidelines
on how to get them all and how can they use their
time and money.”

When asked about entering this unique profes-
sion, she said that she attended seminars where she
heard about the CIPS qualification and during the
Corona days she had time to take initiative in this
regard. During Corona, when the world faced a de-
mon, people in IT and other fields expanded their
businesses and achieved success. She said for a suc-
cessful business along with money one needs to take
into account other factors as well. Inductions in busi-
ness without merit of the persons have adverse effects
as every sector of the business needs improvement
and growth with time which is not possible without
the right man for the right job. Talking about her ex-
periences in the WCCI, she said, the forum holds
great opportunities for empowerment, training and
‘building a value chain for women to improve and ex-
pand their businesses. Our success is more than the
prestigious educational institutions. She said it was
her vision and priority to regulate entrepreneurship
as per the global rules. “We want to teach applied
form education to children so that they can get help
in import and export.”

She further said they were working with interna-
tional chambers and had recently signed an agree-
ment with Sri Lanka in this regard. All women mem-
bers in the WICCI are the founders of their companies
or decision-makers, which is no less than a revolu-
tion since it is no longer that women are appointed
as dummy directors in the business of their fathers
or brothers. The Chamber is providing all facilities
to these women. She said women constitute 50% of
the population and they must play a role in the de-
velopment of the country. She cited the example of
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Bangladesh, where women are contributing to the de-
velopment of the country using their skills, whether
it is in harvesting wheat or selling milk. “The GDP
growth of a country largely depends on women's
contribution. If Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and India can
do it, Pakistan also needs to pay attention to it.”

On attracting civil servants to her field, she said
maost of the government employees pass through the
CSS examination as such they are not fit for this job
as their education is different and is not compatible
with this trade. An executive cannot work in business.
Women's Chamber of Commerce promotes work
with the public-private sector. A CSS5 can execute and
not do accounting for which a chartered accountant

is needed to be hired. Sahar said they were working
with the Higher Education Commission for business
development. “We are committed to bringing the

BEA, Entrepreneurship taught by HEC to the chil-
dren in applied form. Business is not something you
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can read and start. It is an applied form.”

Awareness is being given as we are spreading this
message at the national level. This is high time to
bring innovation to our education and grow the econ-
omy for which CPEC is a good opportunity. For a
thriving import and export business it is necessary to
become good suppliers. People from other countries
are promoting their business by that means and it is
time that Pakistanis should also know this trade for
GDP growth. This cannot be done by hiring suppliers
from Sri Lanka, Iran or India. This is the best way to
create awareness and spread the message to promote
entrepreneurship, Sahar added.

Profile of Sahar Malilk

Sahar Malik is a prominent figure in the fields
of business, education and women's empowerment,
making remarkable strides in advancing the role of
women in the business world. CIPS Syndicate Prac-
titioner Sahatr's extensive procurement and supply
chain management expertise earned her Syndicate
Practitioner title from the Chartered Institute of Pro-
curement and Supply (CIPS) UK. Notably, she be-
came the first authorized licensee of the CIPS Study
Center and Exam Center in Pakistan, underscoring
her commitment to excellence — the visionary leader-
ship of Matriarch Founder and CEQO Sahar as CEO
and Founder of Matriarch.
about business intricacies, which evolved into an
entrepreneurial endeavour dedicated to streamlin-
ing business and fostering growth. Sahar's vision
transcends traditional business success. It celebrates
the transformative power of women and recognizes
women's unique ability to reimagine and reshape
business. Her role as President of WCCI Lahore
Division exemplifies her dedication to empowering
women in the business community and leveraging
their expertise to harness the potential of women.
She sees supply chain and procurement as key areas
of growth for both SMEs and conglomerates span-
ning continents. Sahar’s commitment to education
and advancing business practices spans the globe.
Through Matriarch’s partnership with Wise Educa-
tion Society and its status as an authorized study cen-
tre and examination centre for CIPS, she aims to cre-
ate a diverse learning platform and expand the global
reach of CIPS, particularly in Pakistan. Sahar Malik
provides sector-leading market knowledge, academic
insight, and operational excellence is known for. Her
contributions to the Wise Education Society enhance
the organization’s capabilities and impact in the edu-
cation sector. m
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hief Executive Officer (CEO) Jazz and

Chairman Mobilink Microfinance Bank

(MMBL) Aamir Ibrahim has emphasised

the need to build a more inclusive financial
system and has presented recommendations for the
purpose. Speaking at a webinar ‘Spotlight Paldstan
Day’ hosted by the World Economic Forum (WEF)
and Virtual Remittance Gateway (VRG), Aamir Ibra-
him reiterated the unwavering commitment of Jazz-
Cash, Pakistan’s leading fintech, towards improving
lnﬁandhvthhoudsﬂnoughtcchnologypamdmiy
for women and underserved commumities.

Aamir Ibrahim highlighted how the platform—
with its largest mobile money customer base of 43
million — continues to reduce women's financial
exclusion and empower them through carefully de-
signed financial solutions. Aamir also discussed the
positive outlook of digital financial inclusion in Pa-
kistan with mobile wallets which now surpasses con-
ventional bank accounts and Raast reaching millions
of users.

Discussing key strategies to promote financial in-
clusion in Pakistan—particularly focusing on women,
rural and low-income communities— Aamir Ibrahim
presented key policy recommendations to accelerate
financial inclusion and enable use cases that aid in
documenting the economy and building a more in-
clusive financial system. “Leveraging real-time data
for effective policy imterventions, expanding SME
access to credit through digital lending platforms,
improving handset affordability for the masses, and
sustainable financial inclusion,” he recommended.

Aamir Ibrahim also expressed gratitude to the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBF) and the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA) for their supportive
role and acknowledged their facilitative approach
which has helped accelerate fintech growth in the
country. He emphasized the critical role of collabo-
ration between the government and industry players.
He stressed the need for joint efforts to address chal-
lenges such as the cash economy, empowering the
unbanked population, and facilitating credit access
for small businesses to foster a more inclusive and re-
silient financial ecosystem in Pakistan.

Aamir also underscored the importance of fi-
nancial literacy, upskilling women to increase their
awareness and access to financial services. He also
highlighted the need for public-private collaborations
to develop robust and sustainable women-focused
financial solutions that also promote women's entre-
preneurship. Hailing the significant contributions of
Asaan Mobile Accounts (AMA) and Raast to the on-
going financial inclusion efforts in Pakistan, Aamir
Ibrahim urged the government and key stakeholders,
both domestic and international, to explore new op-
portunities in Pakistan’s budding fintech ecosystem.

Aamir Ibrahim also highlighted JazzCash's con-
tributions and said that JazzCash is focused on help-
ing SMEs, adding that the app is a One-Stop financial
platform for SMEs. He said JazzCash aims to encour-
age a cashless economy by becoming a go-to app for
SMEs. He told the audience that the platform’s gen-
der-intentional approach is making significant strides
in accelerating women’s financial inclusion, with over
13 million women users benefiting from its services.
Moreover, he said, JazzCash has disbursed PKR. 6.5
million in loans, empowering women entrepreneurs
and contributing to their economic growth and finan-

On the occasion, Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq
Kakar said Pakistan is leading in terms of the open-
ing of bank accounts in Edison Alliance’s global fi-
nancial inclusion goal of providing one billion people
with affordable digital solutions by 2030.

Speaking at a webinar held in connection with the
Spotlight Pakistan Day by the World Economic Fo-
rum on the success of the Virtual Remittance Gate-
way's (VRG) Asaan Mobile Account scheme, the
premier said the platform allows Pakistanis to open
bank accounts hassle-free by using a short code on a

“More than 8.5 million Pakistanis without the
internet have opened bank accounts. This number is
growing by four to five thousand every day,” PM Ka-
kar remarked.
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Jazz CIO advances

financial inclusion
agenda at

Discussing key strategies to promote financial inclusion
in Pakistan—particularly focusing on women, rural and

low-income communities—Aamir presented key

policy

recommendations to accelerate financial inclusion and enable
use cases that aid in documenting the economy and building
a more inclusive financial system

Established in 2013, VRG is a third-party service
provider (TPSP) that has developed cost-effective
products to provide convenience in payments to un-
banked./low-end customers.

Powered by VRG, the Asaan Mobile Account
scheme was launched in December 2021 under the
supervision of the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and
the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA).

Aamir Ibrahim also expressed
gratitude to the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) and the
Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) for their
supportive role and
acknowledged their facilitative
approach which helped
accelerate fintech growth in the
country

October was 80.45m while the number of accounts
opened touched the 8.5m mark. These included in-
terbank fund transfers, local fund transfers and util-
ity bill payments. Local fund transfers contributed
a share of 48.9 percent, followed by interbank fund
transfers (35.4pc) and utility bill payments (15.8pc).
In regional terms, Punjab leads the way with 58.2
percent of total transactions followed by Khyber-Pa-
khtunkhwa and Sindh at 21.2pc and 11.1pc, respec-
tively. Gender-wise, transactions by women in Pun-
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share was 81.2 percent in total transactions conduct-
ed by women. Speaking on the occasion, VRG and
Pathfinder Group Chairman Zarrar Sehgal said the
platform is a game-changer for not only Pakistan but
also other developing countries that do not have the
know-how, branch/agent network and infrastructure
to undertake financial inclusion on a fast-track basis.

“This model of providing financial access to the
underprivileged can be replicated across the globe,
which can have wide-ranging social and economic
benefits for the masses,” he said. VRG is a 100 per-
cent equity-financed entity by the Sehgal family with
no external financial support from any government
or donor-related entities. VR(3 is now seeking growth
CEOMuhammadSalmmAhmd53pcrccntofthc
total adult population of Pakistan remains inancial-
ly excluded. Thanks to the Asaan Mobile Account
scheme that depends on the Unstructured Supple-
mentary Service Data (USSD) channel — which
allows users without a smartphone or data/internet
connection to use mobile banking through a short
code — digital banking is accessible to as many as 48

“Konnect by Habib Bank Limited alone has cap-
tured a customer base of 3.5 million by providing
them with access to formal financial services,” he said.
Another example that he cited was JS Bank Limited’s
‘branchless banking segment, which is one of the top
contributors to the Asaan Mobile Account scheme
with 8.1 million transactions worth Rs37.3bn.

“Tt utilised the Asaan Mobile Account payments
platform for disbursing salaries to the employees of
Coastal Guards in far-flung areas where the facili-
ties of basic banking and the internet didn't exist,”
he said. m
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Infinix debuts vlogging
champion ZIKRO 30
3G series with clear
videos & crisp images

Saad Shams, Head of Marketing, Infinix Pakistan, shared his
excitement, saying, “Infinix’s journey in Pakistan has been nothing

shortofincredible. With the ZEERO 30 Series, we're taking another
leap towards reshaping the smartphone vlogging landscape

nfinix, Pakistan's highest-selling smartphone
brand, hosted an unprecedented grand launch
of its flagship ZERO 30 Series featuring
60FPS 4K video recording. This monumental
event, organised in Lahore, stands as the crowning
achievement of the brand’s unwavering commit-

-

ment to the Pakistani market, where it has consis-
tently introduced groundbreaking products across
all its series throughout the year — and now, the
vlogging champion ZERO 30 series.

The event was attended by an array of esteemed
guests representing various facets of tech, lifestyle,
media, and influencers. In a true spectacle, the
stunning Kinza Hashmi, the brand ambassador for
Infinix ZERQO 30 Series, took centre stage and un-
veiled the flagship ZERO 30 Series. She was joined
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by prominent figures in the Infinix leadership team,
including Saad Shams, Head of Marketing for In-
finix Pakistan, Simon Feng, CEO of Infinix Paki-
stan, and Joe Hu, CEO of Transsion Holdings.

In a true spectacle, the
stunning Kinza Hashmi, the
brand ambassador for Infinix
ZIERO 30 Series, took centre
stage and unveiled the flagship

ZFERO 30 Series

Saad Shams, Head of Marketing, Infinix Paki-
stan, shared his excitement, saying, “Infinix’s jour-
ney in Pakistan has been nothing short of incredi-
ble. With the ZERO 30 Series, we're taking another
leap towards reshaping the smartphone vlogging
landscape. This launch event is a testament to our
dedication to our Pakistani audience, and we're
thrilled to provide them with cutting-edge technol-
ogy and exceptional experiences.”

Simon Feng, CEQO of Infinix Pakistan, added:
“At Infinix, we believe in the power of innovation
and community. Our ZERQO 30 Series is a testa-
ment to our commitment to our consumers in Pa-

kistan. We look forward to setting new industry
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standards and delivering remarkable products that
enhance the everyday lives of our users.”

The event also featured Joe Hu, CEO of Trans-
sion Holdings, who emphasized Infinix’s global
vision and its significance in Pakistan's mobile in-
dustry. “Infinix has been fore fronting technologi-
cal advancements throughout and this event exem-
plifies our global commitment to innovation and

- [l 1 E
excellence. With ZERO 30 series we aim to enabl
the audience with a professional video recording
device so that they will never have the need to car-
ry any other vlogging device,” said Joe Hu.

The ZERO 30 Series boasts a cutting-edge
camera setup, which includes 60FPS video record-
ing, 4K video capabilities, dual video view, Optical

Image Stabilization (OIS), and Electronic Ima
Stabilization (EIS). It promises to take mobile
photography and videography to an unprecedent-
ed level.

Infinix has equipped the ZERO 30 Series with
a robust processor that ensures exceptional perfor-
mance, making it a versatile device for various user
needs. The innovative extended 21GB RAM tech-

Infirx

nology ensures that the ZERO 30 Series provides a
seamless and with a curved display, the ZERO 30
Series offers an immersive visual experience, tak-
ing entertainment and productivity to new heights.

The launch of the InfinixZERO 30 Series has
ignited a wave of anticipation among consum-
ers, tech enthusiasts, and industry experts. This
flagship series represents Infinix’s relentless pur-
suit of innovation and commitment to delivering
high-quality, cutting-edge mobile devices to the Pa-
kistani market. m
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lop content creators in
Pakistan share their delightful
experience with vivo V29 5G

ivo recently launched the latest V29 5Gin

Pakistan. The smartphone is renowned for its

‘ " outstanding camera capabilities and a wide

array ofimpressive features. With the Smart

Aura Light Portrait feature at the forefront, it adds

a touch of creativity through various lighting effects.

Delighting everyone, the phone also features a S0MP

AF Group Selfie Camera, a stunning 120Hz 3D

Curved Screen, and the lightning-fast 80W Flash-
Charge.

The top Pakistani content creators had the op-
portunityto experience these exciting new features,
and their feedback has been nothing short of glow-
ing.Let's readwhat experts have tosay about this new
smartphone.

Renowned tech expert MasTech recently un-
veiled the vivo V29 5G in a detailed unboxing video.
were palpable as he explored its design and excep-
tional quality. MasTech began by expressing, “Right
from the moment I laid eyes on the device, it was
clear that we're dealing with one of the most elegant
smartphones in the market. The Peak Blue color,
created by leveraging the Innovative 3D Magnetic
Particles feature and the mesmerizing 120 Hz 3D
Curved Screen, imparts a level of sophistication that
is hard to match. I must also appreciate the brand for
providing a silicon transparent back cover with the
device. It is evident that vivo has poured meticulous
thought into the design and aesthetics, elevating this
smartphone to a top choice for anyone searching for
a blend of style and high-quality performance.”

As MasTech delved deeper into his comprehen-
sive review, he gave a resounding applause to the
Smart Aura Light, saying, “The Camera on this de-
vice is truly impressive, and it's complemented by
Color Temperature Adjustment technology. This in-
novative feature empowers us to fine-tune the cool
or warm lighting settings for our photos, and it’s tru-
ly incredible in enhancing our photography experi-
ence.”

The popular tech YouTube channel, Phone-
World, shared an in-depth review of the vivo V29
3G, exploring every aspect of the phone. The review-
er emphasized the smartphone’s captivating 120Hz
3D Curved Display, offering an immersive visual
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activities. PhoneWorld also lauded the device’s cam-
era, adding a touch of professionalism to photogra-
phy. “We are genuinely impressed by vivo’s dedica-
tion to delivering exceptional camera performance,
making the V20 5G a standout choice for photog-
raphy enthusiasts”. They continued further talking
about the camera, and said, “We are captivated by

the remarkable camera capabilities. vivo has truly re-
defined smartphone photography with the introduc-
tion of the Smart Aura Light Portrait, ensuring stun-
ning captures every time. Modes such as Super Night
Video, elevate the V29 5 to unparalleled heights”.
WhatMobile, alsoshared an in-depth review of
the vivo V290 3G, referring to it as “A smartphone
that’s making waves in the tech world”. Their review
explored the vivo V29 5G's impressive features, in-
cluding the mesmerizing Smart Aura Light Portrait
technology, the stunning 120Hz 3D Curved Display,
and the lightning-fast 80W FlashCharge. They con-

cluded with, "ThcmeZDSGisatrucmasthuwc
in design and technology. Its Smart Aura Light Por-
trait feature takes smartphone photography to the

next level, allowing you to capture stunning, profes-

sive review of the vivo V20 3G smartphone. The re-
viewer delved into the device’s exceptional features,
ensuring users a swift and long-lasting experience.
“vivo has solidified its position as a major Pakistani
brand with the release of the vivo V29 5G. The
phone boasts a single RAM variant and continues
vivo's tradition of crafting beautiful phones in the
mid-range and mid-premium segments.”
ReviewsPK praised the unique design configura-
tion of the vive V29 3G, boasting a remarkable 3D
Curved Screen and AMOLED display that allows
users to experience vivid moments in stunning de-
tail and fluidity. “The vivo V29 3G stands out with
its ultra-slim design, curved edges, and chrome fin-
ish, giving it a premium feel. One of its exceptional
features is the Smart Aura Light Portrait, which can
adjust automatically according to the environment
and ambient lighting. Another important feature is
the 50MP OIS Ultra-Sensing Camera which deliv-

ers incredibly detailed and clear photos. What truly
impresses is the blazing-fast 80W FlashCharge that
charges your phone in no time.Owerall, the vivo V29
5G combines stunning aesthetics, top-notch camera
capabilities, and impressive display quality.”

Moreover, top fashion and lifestyle digital con-
tent creators Reeja Jeelani, Nyla Raja, Laraib Kha-
lid, and Umar Saleem also share their delightful
experiences with vivo V29 5G. Through the eyes of
these content creators, the vivo V29 5G has garnered
performance.

The smartphone’s charm has not only captivated
lifestyle and tech content creators but also acclaimed
photographers such as Fahad Hanif and Androon
Lahore, who are captivated by the delightful camera
capabilities of the new V29 5G.

As we conclude, it is clear that vivo’s V29 5G
isnot just a smartphone; it is a gateway to a world

sional portraits with ease. But that's not all. The vivo
V20 5G boasts a 120Hz 3D Curved Display that de-
livers a mllyunmersm visual experience. Whether

gaming, streaming videos, or browsing the web, this
display will leave you in awe.”

In a riveting unboxing video, highly acclaimed
tech YouTuber ReviewsPK provided a comprehen-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

of limitless possibilities. So, if you are searching for
a device that seamlessly blends style, innovation,
and power, look no further. Step into the future
with vivo, where every touch, every moment, and
every capture are a testament to the extraordinary.
Experience the future of smartphone technology
with vivo V20 5G. =
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Nokia & Cybernet deploy Pakistan's
first 600G commercial network

The new optcal network provides Cybernet with the availability, reliability and flexibility
required for quick response to evolving customer needs. The new 600G optical network
connects Cybernet’s main metro sites. Cybernet’s advanced IXP platform has been powered by
the Nokia 7750 SR and 7250 IXR routers to deliver a range of IP peering services

okia and Cybernet, the leading fixed-line

telecommunications provider in Paldi-

stan has announced to have deployed

the country’s first DWDM network op-
erating at 600Gbps per wavelength. The DWDM
network enables Cybernet to deliver a high-capacity,
robust network capable of meeting the requirements
of even the most demanding customers. This new op-
tical network connects Cybernet’'s main metro sites
and provides the enhanced network capacity needed
to support growing consumer and enterprise demand
for fast, high-quality broadband services across Pa-
kistan. By further strengthening its global footprint
through the establishment of its international points
of presence (POPs) in MC-1 in Barka (Oman), MES-
2 in Marseille (France), SmartHub in Fujairah (UAE)
and 5G1 in Singapore, Cybernet is providing its glob-
al peering community members with its advanced
IXP platform powered by the Nokia 7750 SK and
7250 IXR routers. This platform ensures optimum
connection capacity to meet both current and future
needs. Cybernet offers Internet, EVPN and MPLS-
based services with rich Quality of Service (QoS) at
its international POPs.

To better meet the rising demand for high-speed
‘broadband access and network speeds, operators are
looking to upgrade their optical networks. Commit-
ted to ensuring its customers can tap into the high-
speed services it provides, Cybernet partnered with
Nokia for the deployment of a future-proof optical
network capable of delivering over 600Gbps per
lambda. This enhances the capacity and speed of its
network used to connect main metro sites within the
country. Leveraging Nokia’s PSS 1830 optical trans-
port platform, Cybernet can effectively scale its total
network capacity to 28Tbs, serving broadband and
enterprise customers across Pakistan.

Cybernet successfully implemented Nokia’s ad-
vanced imtegrated ROADM architecture based on
flexgrid technology. Through this deployment, Cy-
bernet can better optimize and extend the reach of
its optical network. Additional software management
and control functions from Nokia's WaveSuite ser-
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vice enablement automation software help Cybernet
to further increase operational efficiencies. Broad-
low latency, superior quality of services and an en-
hanced customer experience.

Maroof Ali Shahani, Chief Operating Officer of
Cybernet, said: “Using Nokia's innovative in-house
PSE-Vs chipset with super-coherent optical engines
allows us to connect our main sites while also giv-
ing us headroom to grow our capacity efficiently and
cost-effectively. Through our partnership with Nokia,
we can meet our customers’ increasing demand for
them to benefit from the latest innovations within op-
tical technology.”

Mamuel Ortiz Fernandez, Vice President of
EMEA Webscale business at Nokia, said: “Having a
high-speed optical network that enables the delivery
of its advanced IXP platform powered by Nokia's
routers, is critical for Cybernet to keep up with to-
day's fast-paced digital landscape. We are excited to
help bring Pakistan its first 600G optical network
that helps Cybernet's ability to transfer data, reduce
latency, improve network reliability and achieve sig-
nificant cost savings.”

Meanwhile, Nokia has announced it has been
selected by Kingston Freeport Terminal Limited
(KFTL) to deploy the first private wireless network
at its container terminal in a port in the Caribbean.

The announcement made during TOC Americas
2023, held in Panama, will see the network installed
and deployed by Nokia Channel Partner EGC In-
ternational. Kingston Freeport Terminal Limited
(KFTL) was established in 2015 in Kingston, Jamai-
ca, following the 30-year concession agreement be-
tween the Government of Jamaica and CMA CGM.

KFTL's Digital Transformation began with the
adoption of new technologies such as the Nokia
DAC (Digital Automation Cloud), and MXIE a
high-performance, end-to-end wireless private net-
technnlugwswﬂlbcdcployndaIKFI'Ltud:hm
industrial-grade conmectivity and edge computing
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Nokia's solution will enable KFTL to meet the
growing demands of modern logistics, improve
safety measures and strengthen overall productivity
with top-motch wireless connectivity at docks and
port yards. That will include the Terminal Operation
System (TOS) and other operational systems and
applications, connectivity for more than 100 VMTs
{Vehicle Mounted Terminals), cranes and trucks, as
well as the deployment of more than 100 tablets and
260 devices (push-to-talk over LTE) for staff. Soon,
up to 1,300 devices will be connected and remote op-
erations and real-time monitoring of terminal equip-
ment will be enabled.

“We are very pleased to collaborate with KFTL
to increase its regional competitiveness. Nokia solu-
tions are key enablers for terminal productivity, effi-
ciency and safety and security operational improve-
ments. As the first private wireless network project
in a Caribbean port, this deployment will benefit
KFTL's digitalisation,” Marcelo Entreconti, Direc-
tor of Nokia Enterprise for Latin America.

“We aim to go beyond our customers’ expecta-
tions in our service delivery. We are committed to
keeping innovation as part of our DINA. Nokia's
LTE and 3G private wireless network is a key com-
ponent of KFTL's strategy to drive endpoint produc-
tivity and security,” added Carlos Cabrera, KFTL
Chief Operating Officer. “We are excited to join
forces with Nokia to deliver a new era of connectiv-
ity at KFTL. Our commitment to innovation aligns
perfectly with Nokia's expertise for cutting-edge net-
working solutions. This partnership will empower
the terminal with advanced technology, optimising
operations and ensuring seamless communication
for all stakeholders,” commented Victor Agnellini,
CEO of EGC International.

Nokia has deployed mission-critical networks
to more than 2,600 leading enterprise customers in
multiple industries. It has also extended its footprint
to more than 635 private wireless customers world-
wide across an array of industrial sectors. =
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Highly anticipate d PHANTOM V
Series ﬁnally launches in Pakistan

The series blends top-of- the- lme fﬂ&[lll‘ﬁ'b, [E‘CllnDlDE} and innovative deslgns 1 pI‘DV]dE a
phone experience that is not just high-end but also practical and user-friendly. From powerful
processors that ensure seamless performance to excellent camera systems that capture life’s
moments with precision, the Phantom V series is fittingly designed for its tech-savvy consumers

ECNO Mobile Pakistan's premium
sub-brand, PHANTOM, has recently
launched two luxurious additions to its
product lineup: the PHANTOM V Fold
5G and the PHANTOM V Flip 5G at the grand
unveiling took place at Lahore Fort where the event
drew notable attendees, distributors, and renowned

The price of the PHANTOM V Fold 5G is
329,999, while the PHANTOM V Flip 5G is priced
at 109,000, The series blends top-of-the-line fea-
tures, technology, and innovative designs to provide
a phone experience that is not just high-end but also
practical and user-friendly. From powerful proces-
sors that ensure seamless performance to excellent

TECNO

~ Beyond the Extrag dlnir:u"br

Pl
% L%

figures from the technology and fashion industries.

The event commenced with a captivating musi-
cal performance by Abdul Hannan followed by an
in-depth overview of both phones. The highlight of

the launch was the thrilling drone show, marking
the first for a mobile launch event in Pakistan. The
evening concluded with a delightful dinner.
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camera systems that capture life’s moments with

precision, the Phantom V series is fittingly designed
for its tech-savvy consumers.
TECNO has a well-established track record of

being at the forefront of technological innovation.
The company’s commitment to staying ahead of
the curve is further exemplified by its tagline, “Stop

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

at nothing” that shows its dedication to providing
a smartphone experience that aligns with the ev-
er-evolving trends and demands of the market.
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Speakers hold IMF,

IPPs real cause behind
high power rates

The experts in the dlscussmn on lncrease in power tarlffs -
impact on consumers affordability, DISOCS recoveries and
circular debt’, organized by the Lahore Economic Journalists
Association (LEJA), suggested appointing more professionals
in Discos, increasing power generation from indigenous and
renewable resources and separating the financial recoveries
like taxes and fee of other departments from electricity bills

here is a need to bring the cost of produc-

tion of power down to reduce the electric-

ity tariff and end the uniform tariff policy

across the board to make the distribution
companies efficient and more responsible for man-
aging losses in their respective areas.

The experts in the discussion on ‘Increase in
power tariffs - impact on consumers affordability,
DISOCS recoveries and circular debt’, organized
by the Lahore Economic Journalists Association
(LEJA), suggested appointing more professionals
in Discos, increase power generation from indige-
nous and remewable resources and separating the
financial recoveries like taxes and fees of other
departments from electricity bills. The good pow-
er-paying consumers shall be protected and power
thieves penalized.

Chairman LESCO Board Hafiz Muhammad
Numan mentioned that the Discos implement the
tariff given by the government of Pakistan through
WNEPRA. The government increased the power tar-
iff under the IMF pressure, besides the capacity
charges paid to the IPPs which played a major role
in the tariff hikes. However, the company is still
getting 30,000 fresh connection applications every
month since electricity is the basic need of life.

Hafiz Numan said that the LESCO is on the top
in the ongoing power recovery campaign launched
by the government of Pakistan, despite the fact a
drive in this regard was already underway. The LE-
SCO has planned to establish its own police and has
requested the Punjab government to link any of the
property transactions with LESCO NOC. During
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the last 11 months, the LESCO response time has
been down to one hour from three hours.

Energy expert (former MD PEPCO) Tahir
Basharat Cheema said Kasur was at the top of the
power theft list in the LESCO region of over Rs 20
billion. He mentioned that the issues of capacity
payment charges could be resolved if the govern-
ment ended the forced load management. There is
still more than 5000-megawatt demand in the sys-
tem which could be immediately supplied from the
available resources, he added.

Ending the uniform tariff policy, Cheema sug-
gested the government must end this system so the
Discos will work efficiently and to let the below-par
performing discos improve their performance. Fur-
ther, he asked to end the load of all taxes, and the
fee which is almost 30 percent of the total bill of
eVery consumer.

About the privatization of the power sector or
dispensing it to the provincial governments to end
the menace of circular debt, he believed that the
government is working on the management con-
tracts of handing over the Discos to the private
sector for 20-25 years alongside its own regulations
when handing over to the provinces is unworkable.

CEO LESCO ShahidHaider said that LESCO
registered 22683 FIRs against the power theft and
recovered Rs 600 million against the demand gen-
erated of Rs 1.91 billion. Besides, the LESCO has
taken action against 70 employees involved in pow-
er theft while more than a dozen have already been
terminated from the services after they were proved
guilty.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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(KE) territory, Director Commmunications Imran
Rana said during the last 10 months KE conducted
over 14000 kunda raids and removed over 130,000
kilograms of illegally hooked kunda connections in
the distribution network. According to World Bank
reports, more than 50 percent of the city was un-
planned since it was challenging to smooth power
supplies to the city. The KE registered more than
750 FIEs against 74000 power theft cases of over 70
million power units’ theft and recovered more than

The KE stood as the most improved distribu-
tion company with Rs 474 billion investment in the
company's value chain since privatization. As a re-
sult, the T&D losses have been reduced from half
since 2005, from 38 percent to 15.3 percent even
below the NEPRA targets.

KE'’s investment plan 2024-2030 with a prospec-
tive investment of Rs 484 billion was submitted to
the regulatory authority NEPRA whereby by 2030,
KE has a target of having 30 percent share of gen-
eration from renewables, adding 30 percent more
customers and further reducing power outages by
30 percent, Imran added.

President Lahore Chamber of Commerce Ka-
shif Anwar stressed the need to use renewable

resources for power generation including the con-
struction of Kalabagh Dam and indigenous solar
power generation. He said Pakistan needs a charter
of economy before the election so the country is put
on the growth path. He mentioned that power theft
could not be possible without the conveyance of the
distribution companies’ staff so their accountability
is crucial.

Meanwhile, the Chairman of National Busi-
ness Group Pakistan, President of Pakistan Busi-
nessmen and Intellectuals Forum, and All Karachi
Industrial Alliance, and former provincial minister
MianZahid Hussain have lauded the commitment
of Caretaker Commerce Minister GoharEjaztothe
stability of the economy in the country. October has
seen an increase of five percent, while exports have
seen an overall increase of 14 percent. Foreign re-
mittances have also increased by five percent.

The cotton production was also expected to be
11 million bales, which was double that of last year,
but for long-term results, the government will have
to get rid of the failed state-owned companies that
were losing Rs 1200 billion annually.

The business leader said that power companies
were also losing 1000 billion rupees annually, and
the IMF delegation has asked for a fresh report on
the losses of government-owned companies.

It was high the time to get rid of all these losses
and provide relief to the people, he said adding that
apart from general inflation, house and shop rents
were also rising faster than people’s income, which
needs to be regulated.

Traders doing business in rental shops and mil-
lions living in rented houses were worried about ris-
ing rents. The income of the businessmen and peo-
ple was continuously decreasing, but the expenses

The government increased the
power tarifl under the IMF
pressure, along with paying the
capacity charges to the IPPs

which have played major role in

the tariff hike

taken away their peace of mind.

To improve the situation, an effective and effi-
cient system of rent control should be introduced
in the country.

There was a need for reforms in the power sec-
tor, a push for import substitution, and increase
in the share of solar power and wind power in the
energy basket while reforming the agricultural sec-
tor and corporate farming. The import of palm oil
should be reduced through sunflower production,
he said. m
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up the Telecom Tribunal with the aim of
quick resolution of disputes and cases re-
lated to the telecom industry.

As per sources in the Ministry of IT, the draft
of the law has been received back by the Minis-
try of Law after it has gone through vetting. The
draft law will be sent to the federal government
for approval. After in-principle approval from the
Federal Cabinet, the ordinance will be sent to the
President for final approval.

Sources say the ordinance cannot be approved
as the Senate is in session. The approval of the or-
dinance will be taken only after the Senate session
is adjourned for an indefinite period.

According to sources, the telecom tribunal will
comprise three members. The Tribunal will be
chaired by a Judge of the High Court or a person
having legal experience equal to him. One of the
two members will be a technical expert while the
other a financial expert.

Sources say if the ordinance is brought during
the ongoing session of the Senate, it will be man-
datory to present it in the Senate. If the draft Tele-
com Tribunal Bill is tabled in the Senate, it will
be delayed, as the bill needs approval from the
National Assembly which will come into being
after the next general election taking place after
months. As the Senate session is prorogued, the
ordinance will be sent for approval by the govern-
ment, following which the same will be sent to the
Federal Cabinet and the President.

Officials of the Ministry of IT and Telecom say
that the setting up of the Telecom Tribunal will
help speedy resolution of disputes and cases relat-
ed to the telecom sector. The quick proceeding
of the telecom-related complaints by the Appellate
Tribunal is also sure to lessen the case burden on
the courts.

The Telecom Appellate Tribunal for the tele-
com sector will facilitate smooth and speedy ad-

he Ministry of IT and Telecommunica-
tion has drafted an ordinance for setting

| judication of cases and help reduce the burden on

courts across the South Asian country, according
to the minister.

The tribunal will help ensure speedy justice for
telecom sector stakeholders in cases that have been
pending for years.

“We are establishing Telecom Tribunal for
reforms and resolution of disputes and cases in
courts... the tribunal will be formed through an
ordinance,” Minster for IT Dr Umar Saif said on
the sidelines of an event in Karachi in response to
a query by Arab News about progress on a dispute
between Pakistan and Emirati telecom giant Eti-
salat since 2003.

“The tribunal will be set up in the next two
weeks. The tribunal would be a specialized court
where telecom service providers’ disputes will be
resolved so that these cases could not be delayed
for years.”

The establishment of the dispute resolution tri-
‘bunal is likely to help resolve a nearly two-decade-
old dispute between the Pakistani government and
United Arab Emirates-based telecom service pro-
vider, Etisalat, involving a pending $800 million
bill from the privatization of the Pakistan Tele-
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'Iribunal atoot for
quick decision on
telecom- related cases

According to sources, the telecom tribunal will comprise three
members. The Tribunal will be chaired by a Judge of the High
Court or a person having legal experience equal to him. One
of the two members will be a technical expert while the other
a financial expert

communication Company Limited (PTCL).

An Etisalat consortium bought 26 percent
stakes in PTCL for $2.6 billion in 2005 and Pali-
stan gave the Emirati telecom giant majority vot-
ing rights. The UAE operator owned 90 percent of
the acquiring consortium, giving it a 23.4 percent
share in PTCL.

Etisalat paid an initial $1.80 billion as per the
deal, which also included transferring ownership
of the properties to PTCL from the government. It
was due to pay the remaining $800 million in six
twice-yearly instalments of $133 million, however,
the UAE telecom giant withheld the payment due
to the dispute over the mutation of some 34 out of
3,500 properties destined for PTCL.

Pakistani officials have said in the past that the
remaining properties could not be handed over
due to ownership complications and the walue
of these properties would be deducted from the
amount Etisalat owes. The dispute remains unre-
solved since 2005.

Saif called the establishment of the tribunal

a “big step” by the government and said the idea
was being executed in a short period that would
help the government improve telecom services.

About the launch of 5G services in the coun-
try, he said these services would be rolled out with-
in the next eight months.

“When we joined the government, we an-
nounced that 5G service would be launched in
10 months so two months have gone and we are
confident that the service will be launched in eight
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months through auction,” Saif replied.

The Minister said an inter-ministerial adviso-
ry committee for the 5G auction had been formed
and approved by the Federal Cabinet, while con-
sultants had been engaged to take forward the pro-
cess.

“We have studied the global practice about the
launch of 3G services, negotiating with telecom
operators for more investment, improvement of
required services, and providing quality service to
people,” Saif said.

The Telecom Appellate
Tribunal for the telecom
sector will facilitate smooth and
speedy adjudication of cases
and help reduce the burden on
courts across the South Asian
country

“For these, whatever measures are required at
the government level are being taken on fast-paced
basis.”

Speaking at the event earlier, the Minister said
IT companies had been allowed to retain 50 per-
cent of their revenue in dollar accounts, while they
would also be provided with corporate debit cards
by banks to make international payments. m
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‘Govt determined to act

ruthlessly against
illegal loan apps

The government is making hectic efforts to deal with the menace of illegal social media
apps, which the rogue elements have used to swallow down billions of rupees of poor
people by offering loans. Since July’s suicide of a loan victim, who was forced to take his
life due to his inability to pay back the money from the lender, the government has
launched an intense crackdown on unauthorised loan apps involved in extorting money.
A surge in the number of people personal finance apps in the last two years has also
raised the number of complaints about illegal lenders that routinely misuse customers’
data and employ aggressive recovery tactics including threats and blackmailing.
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he caretaker government has put its foot

down to deal sternly and ruthlessly with

those who are using illegal loan apps to

fleece the people. In the latest episode,
the government in collaboration with the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) and FIA has
blocked over 111 social media apps for online inter-
est-based loans declaring them blacklisted. Caretaker
Interior Minister SarfrazBugti informed the Senate
that the government had not only blacklisted 111 so-
cial media apps offering online interest-based loans
but also the Cyber Wing of the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) confis-
cated Rs 1.8 billion of
their interest.

The Caretaker Min-
ister while winding up
discussion on a mo-
tion moved by Senator
Mushtag Ahmed about
the mushrooming of
| the social media apps
offering online inter-
est-based loans in the
country said, the FIA was awakened to the serious-
ness of the matter and has registered cases against
those who were running such mobile apps. The ac-
cused of running these apps had already cases before
courts of law, he added.

SarfrazBugti said that soon after the emergence of
the issue, the government had started actions against
those apps which were not registered with the Securi-
ty Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECF). How-
ever, he said FIA's power regarding cyber-crimes on
this count has a limit, while there were also some
law-related issues. Yet the government was doing its
utmost to lay a hand on these nefarious elements.

Eailier, Mushtag Ahmed said many students and
educated people had been trapped in the clutches
of these social media apps which allured them into
getting online interest-based loans and later deprived
them of a heavy sum through threats and blackmail

Initially, the apps offered loans to students and
unemployed people on nominal interest but lat-
er, they were forced to pay inconceivably hefty
interest.

A concerning trend involves the proliferation of
“easy loan” applications on platforms like Google
Play store and Apple's App Store, introduced by
many scammers. Despite the apparent ease and con-
venience of these loans, as they bypass extensive pa-
perwork, these applications have become a menace
affecting countless individuals.

The poor people out of scarce resources, are
obliged to get online loans to run their kitchen, meet
the educational expenses of their children, pay utility
bills or meet the expenses for medical treatment. The
circumstances demand the government to focus on
controlling inflation, poverty, prices and hikes in util-
ity bills that have led the common man even to risk
their life to make ends meet. A rise in the number
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of loan-seekers from finance apps is proportionate to
the rise in the killing inflation.

In another move, the Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA) has announced from January
1, 2024, cellular mobile operators in Pakistan, as
well as Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and Gilg-
it-Baltistan (GB), may levy a SIM Disowning Charge
up to Es. 200 on SIMs with a retention period of less
than six months.

According to PTA, to assess the status of regis-
tered SIMs, consumers can utilize various methods.
All consumers are advised to disown or return un-
necessary SIMs, free of

charge by December
31, 2023. By doing so,
consumers can avoid
SIM disowning charges
| and contribute towards
| responsible usage of
SIMs.

A one-time waiver
against the SIM dis-
granted in cases of ille-
gal SIM issuance without the knowledge or consent
of the consumer, said the PTA.

It is worth mentioning that with this decision, the
PTA has reinforced its commitment to national safe-
ty and security side by side ensuring the uninterrupt-
ed provision of quality services to all telecom con-
sumets. Similarly, the implementation of the SIM
disowning charge aimed at encouraging users to re-
sponsibly manage their 5IM cards, fostering a more
secure and efficient telecom environment in Pakistan
and its adjoining regions. Furthermore, as the new
policy takes effect at the beginning of the upcoming
year, consumers are urged to take prompt action to
disown unnecessary SIMs to avoid incurring addi-
tional charges and contribute to the collective effort
towards responsible SIM card usage.

The government has, so far, not
only blacklisted 111 social
media apps offering online
interest-based loans but the
Cyber Wing of the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) also
confiscated Rsl.8 billion of

their interest

In Jamuary 2023, Cellular Mobile Operators
(CMOs) failed to reach an agreement on SIM dis-
owning charges and have not developed any mech-
anism for addressing the concerns of genuine con-
sumers in case of illegal SIM issuance.

The CMOs had initially agreed with the PTA's
suggestion that a one-time waiver may be allowed to
customers for disowning their SIMs. Later on, the
same was not agreed upon by Jazz, Telenor, and
Zong. However, the authority was of the view that
consumers should be given the facility of one-time
free disowning of their SIM.

Another phenomenon which was observed that
some consumers willingly or unwillingly hand over
SIMs to illegal sources for monetary gains and ex-
ploit free disowning SIM facilities by returning the
SIM after they are identified as acquiring new SIMs
from another operator for the same activity. Thus,
they are involved in abusing new customer acquisi-
tion offers available to new consumers for the sale
of SIM.

There were instances where free disowning of
SIM phenomena was exploited by grey traffickers/
fraudsters as they were able to get new SIMs after
disowning old SIMs, which were used in grey traf-
fic/frauds.

After holding of consultation with operators, it
has been observed that there is no consensus among
CMOs on SIM disowning charges.

Moreover, CMOs have not developed any mech-
anism for addressing the concerns of genuine con-
sumers, e.g., in case of illegal SIM issuance on the
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CNIC of a customer, etc., the burden of disowning
charges will be borne by that customer which is not
justified.

Authority intends to seek feedback from con-
cerned stakeholders including telecom consumers,
consumer groups and the general public regarding
the implementation of SIM disowning charge. The
Authority has sought feedback on whether CMOs
should be allowed to levy SIM disowning charges.
If ves, should the PTA determine the price floor, as
well as, the price ceiling for SIM disowning? PTA
proposes a price ceiling of Rs200 for SIM disowning
- = . without  determining
a price floor. It asked
whether a one-time
waiver may be allowed
to facilitate consumers
disowning their SIMs.

In Auvgust 2022,
| /| Telenor on its own im-
i .= ¢ | plemented a disowning
Mir Sarfraz Bugti charge @ Rs200 per
T SIM and posted notices

on its website. Howev-
er, after directions from the PTA, Telenor discontin-
ued the SIM disowning charge and no consumer was
charged. Recently, Telenor has approached the PTA
to re-visit the Authority’s Determination regarding
the implementation of the SIM disowning charge.
On 21st September 2022, PTA conducted a consul-
tation session with Jazz, Telenor, Zong, and Ufone,
wherein, representatives of all CMOs were request-
ed to submit written comments on SIM disowning
charges.

The CMOs were also directed to provide a frame-
work for addressing the genuine concerns of the
complainants along with the proposed price for SIM
disowning. Jazz stated that SIM disowning charges
should be uniform across all customers, considering
that the genuineness of the consumer cannot be de-
termined. Jazz suggested a price ceiling of Rs300 as
a 5IM disowning charge.

Meanwhile, the PTA has sent draft amendments
to the PECA Act 2016 to the Ministry of Informa-
tion Technology (IT) and Telecom. The Act has pro-
posed to make the illegal sale of SIMs a cognizable
and non-bailable offence.

As per PTA, the replacement of Non-Live Finger
Detection devices with Live Finger Detection de-
vices is in progress. The authority has implemented
Live Finger Detection (LFD) system in 95 percent of
devices to eradicate silicon thumbs.

The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority has
blocked a large number of SIM cards issued illegally
by various telecommunication companies. To make
the issuance of SIMs more transparent, the PTA has
asked the CMOs to implement SIM Stock Binding at
the franchisee level across the industry by the end of
this year. According to the PTA, the Implementation
of 3 factors of authentication i.e. login/password,
OTP, and biometric of the seller is under process
across all CMOs. m
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Getting smartphone
made quite easy
through govt
[inancing policy
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The mobile phones of the defaulters on the payment will be

blocked in a way that renders

them unusable. However, the

final decision has not been taken, and the cellular company
providing the mobile phone may have the right to block the

defaulter’s SIM cards

he Ministry of Information Technology

and Telecommunication has finalised the

‘Smartphone Financing Policy’ which

will be shared with stakeholders, includ-
ing representatives from four telecom companies
and fintech firms. At its core, the policy envisages
the provision of smartphones to the layman in easy
instalments and affordable modes of payment as
well as to the boost market of locally manmufactured
smartphones.

Caretaker IT Minister Dr Umer Saif, while
talking to the media said four meetings have already
been held in this regard. “People would hear good
news regarding the availability of smartphones
through easy instalment plans,” he said.

He said once stakeholders agree on the
draft smartphone financing policy, the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority will notify it. The
process is expected to be completed in a next few
days, he added.

Dr Saif emphasised the IT Ministry supports
the idea of allowing banks, investment companies,
and telecom firms to offer smartphones on instal-
ment plans.

He added that mobile phones of defaulters on
the payment will be blocked in a way that renders
them umusable. However, the final decision has not
‘been made, and the cellular company providing the
mobile phone may have the right to block the de-
faulter’s SIM cards.

Sources in the Ministry said two out of four
telcos have opposed the idea of a centralised pool
to block all SIM cards issued under the defaulter’s
CNIC.

The banking sector is also unwilling to invest in
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micro loaning due to the high management costs as-
sociated with mobile phone loans. However, micro-
finance banks, particularly Mobilink Microfinance
Bank, Telenor Microfinance Bank, and UBank, are
eagern to offer phones in instalment plans.

The Minister stressed the importance of cellu-
lar operators, investment companies, and banks an-
nouncing instalment packages for smartphones on
favourable terms as a top priority. The unanimous
decision to block defaulters’ phones aims to deter
non-payment and promote smartphone usage.

This surge in demand is expected to benefit the
mobile phone manufacturing industry, boost the
country’s economy, and create new opportunities
for cellular operators to
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phones and the internet. Therefore, the caretak-
er government eyes to increase digital inclusion
through this policy.

Owver the the last 3 years, the average smart-
phone price in Pakistan has gone up by $30, de-
spite localising some of the production. A large
chunk of that can be attributed to the depreciation
in the value of the rupee.

Despite cell phone financing being a no-brain-
er and an established market practice across the
world, Pakistan has not been able to actualize it.

Sources said that the Ministry of IT&T with
the help of the Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) is working to develop a mechanism
to block the IMEIs of those mobile phone users
who will not pay their instalments in time.

Dr Saif revealed that extensive consultations,
involving four meetings, have taken place with
various stakeholders, including telecom compa-
nies, financial institutions, and regulatory bodies
such as the PTA and Groupe Speciale Mobile
Association(GSMA). He emphasised the need
for a robust mechanism to protect investors from
defaults, suggesting measures such as blocking
mobile phones and, potentially, national identity
cards of defaulters.

While some telecom companies have opposed
the idea of a centralised system to block SIM
cards associated with defaulters, they have shown
enthusiasm for offering smartphones through in-
stalment plans. The banking sector, however, has
expressed concerns about the high costs associat-
ed with managing mobile phone loans.

A notable initiative in this direction has al-
ready been undertaken by Jazz, Pakistan's leading
telecom company, with its instalment-based hand-
set financing program, ‘Jazz Digit 4G,’ in col-
laboration with KistPay. Upon policy approval,
companies like Jazz will have the opportunity to
directly offer smartphones to customers through
instalment plans, thereby expanding the benefits
of mobile broadband, especially among low-in-
come segments in Pakistan.

Despite the opposition from certain quarters,
sources within the Ministry have indicated that
the MolITT is likely to proceed with the policy im-
plementation, considering its potential to acceler-
ate digitization and align with the GSMA’s vision
of a ‘smartphone for all.’ The policy’s imminent
notification reflects Pakistan's commitment to
bridging the digital divide and ensuring that the
advantages of technology are accessible to all cit-
izens.

The Ministry feels that by doing so, the gov-
ernment will not only assemble new phones in Pa-
kistan but FBR. will be able to collect more taxes.

Meanwhile, the caretaker Minister for IT&T
informed a delegation from Rwanda, led by Sen-
ate President Dr. Kalinda Francois about the up-
coming smartphone instalment program.

The Minister said discussions were underway
to address the necessary prerequisites for the po-
tential export of mobile phones to Rwanda.

It is noted that last year, ex-Federal Minister
for Information Technology and Telecommunica-
tion Syed AminulHagq in-

extend their services to re-
mote areas.

The reason behind giv-
ing smartphones in instal-
ments is millions of smart-
phones are manufactured
in Pakistan with the label
Made in Pakistan so the
government wants to sell
them locally and get taxes

Sources in the Ministry said
two out of four telcos have
opposed the idea of a
centralised pool to block all
SIM cards issued under the
defaulter’s CNIC

troduced an interest-free
instalment scheme to buy
smartphones. The ‘Smart-
phone 4 All' initiative aims
to facilitate affordable
smartphone  owmership
for  low-middle-income
consumers in Pakistan in
easy instalments. The ini-
tiative has been launched

to boost its revenue.

Dr Umar Saif acknowledged the challenges
that accompany major decisions but underlined the
significance of policies promoting digital inclusion
and economic growth.

Another reason is that out of 190 million mo-
bile users in Pakistan, 48% of mobile users are on
outdated 2G mobile phones. Fostering a digitally
competitive economy is very difficult when half
the population does not have access to smart-
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in collaboration between
GSMA and KistPay.

Under the scheme, anyone can get a smart-
phone easily just by producing the CNIC without
any lengthy documentation hassle. Phones rang-
ing from Rs 10,000 to Rs one lakh will be avail-
able in instalments of three to 12 months, and in
case instalments are not paid, these phones will be
locked through a special system to become unus-
able anywhere in the world. =

| OCTOBER 15 - NOYEMBER 15, 2023



By: Nazakat Ali Bhatti
ew days ago an International Organization
WHO's WHO Global honored Award of Top
Agriculture Scientist to Dr, Khalid Hameed
Chairman Tara Group Pakistan. Later on Mr. Guido
Hellmich Director General Global WHO's WHO has
also honored two cerlificates recognizing the A+
Ranking of Dr. Khalid Hameed as a renowned
Agriculture Scientist with the following attributes
endorsement:
Inspirational Leader
Role Model
Trendsetter
Brand Scientist
Visionary Leader
Stalwart Professional
Prime Mover
Noteworthy Star
Knowledge Coach
Philanthropist

The above recognition of WHO's WHO Global 1s a
great Pride of the Chairman as well as for the whole
Tara Group's Family.

In another certificate honored by the Director
General and country head of WHO's WHO Global
recognized the remarkable contribution as a Top Agri.
Scientist with memorable leadership & highest
achievements in his industry & profession.

As per citation presented in WHO's WHO Award
ceremony, Dr. Khalid Hameed, Chairman / CEQ of
Tara Group Pakistan, is an eminent & Globally
renowned Agriculture Scientist as well as Visionary
Leader in Agro Chemical Industry of Pakistan. Dr.
Khalid Hameed qualified M.Se (Hons) in Entomology
from the University of Agriculture Faisalabad
Pakistan. Later on he completed his Ph.D in Plant
Protection from the Imperial College of Science,
Technology & Medicine University of London.

Backing with highest qualification from UK, he
worked at senior level positions in top ranking MNC's
and in reputed National Groups of Agriculture Sector,
as Head of Research & Development, Sales/Marketing
and as Chief Executive Officer. In said capacity he
developed and introduced a large number of
innovative, cost effective & top guality Chemistry
products to the farmers of Pakistan as well as Asia
Pacific Region for enhancing their productivity.

In recent past Dr. Khalid Hameed has developed &
introduced Environment & Farmers friendly Agri.
Technologies as well as Ecosystem advanced Agri.
Research of Climate resilient molecules for the
protection of crops from harmful effects of rapidly
changing climate conditions. His above mentioned
innovative technologies for mass scale incremental
benefits relating to the safety of environment, farming
and farmers, were highly recognized by top
International & National level Forums with Smart
Agriculture Leader and Technological Innovation
Excellence Awards.

Under the dynamic leadership of Dr. Khalid
Hameed, Agro Division of Tara Group Pakistan was
established in 2012, A most modern and biggest *State
of the Art” Agro Chemicals Plant was built up on 18
acres at Raiwind Lahore & a modern Seed Processing
Plant was installed at Multan.

He established latest Research & Quality Control
Complex, having a large base of advanced Research
Labs, consisting of top quality Pesticides, Fertilizer
Labs, Seeds Research Labs, Toxicology & Bio Safety
Labs, Tissue Culture Lab, Fiber Technology and DH
Technology Research Labs. Agro Chemicals Plants &
Research Labs of Tara Group are Accredited under
ISO/MEC 1725:2017, Certified under SO 9001:2015,
International Total Quality Management System ISQL
100QC, International Star Leadership in quality Agri.
Research Excellence and International IP Star Agri.
Brand of Pakistan. After qualifying above mentioned
accreditation and global recognition, Tara Group
Pakistan under the leadership of Dr. Khalid Hameed is

Globally Renowned Agri. Scientist

Dr. Khalid Hameed

Chairman Tara Group Pakistan
won another International Award
WHO’s WHO Global on
Remarkable Contribution
in Agrlculture Research.

Dr. Khalid Hameed

martd ”-uela

currently producing 198 registered Brands of
International Quality Pesticides, Micro-Macro
Fertilizer & large range of top quality Hi-Tech Seeds. He
has also established a most advanced and largest
Breeding Program Project in the country, to develop and
large scale multiplication of Hi-Tech Seeds of major and
minor crops, in order to save huge foreign exchange
being spent on the import of Hi-Tech Seeds from abroad,

He has also made marvelous efforts for the revival &
development of cotton crop by developing climate
resilient double & triple gene GMO cotton seed
varieties, which are helpful in significant increase in the
yield of cotton erop and decreasing the production cost
of the farmers. In addition to above he has also taken
great initiative by huge investment to bring world's
latest crop technology in the commtry from top Agri
Research Institutes of Developed Countries. He is also
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taking commendable initiatives as CSR leader for the
welfare of humanity at large. He wrote 4 books on
agriculture technologies, 71 crops technology
publications and contributed a number of articles on
agriculture issues published in National and
International Journals and Newspapers, He is also the
Chief Editor of Quarterly Magazine 15 5 "

In recognition of his remarkable contribution in socio
economic development of the country and prosperity of
farming community, over 50 International and top ranking
Mational Excellence Award have been honored to Dr.
Khalid Hameed by world reputed Forums, out of which 5
top National Awards, during last 2 years were honored by
the Honorable President of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi. In
addition to that he received 9 International Awards from
world reputed organization of USA, UK, Europe and Asia,
which is a great pride of Pakistan.
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hell Pakistan (SPL) said its parent compa-
ny, Shell Petroleum Company, had signed a
deal with Saudi Arabia's Wafi Energy to sell

Shell Petroleum Company announced its exit
from Pakistan in June with the sale of 77 percent
shareholding in the local business. The move came
after Shell made several announcements about its
global operations and after Shell Pakistan suffered
losses in 2022 due to exchange rates, the devalua-
tion of the Pakistani rupee, and overdue receiv-
ables, and as the country faces a financial crisis and
economic slowdown.

The offloading of shares also includes all of
SPL'’s downstream businesses and SPL's 26 percent
ownership of Pak-Arab Pipeline Company Lim-
ited (PAPCQ). Shell Pakistan is a listed company
with a market capitalization of over Rs34.35 billion
($124.5 million).

“Shell Petroleum Company Limited (SPCo)
has entered into a share purchase agreement dat-
ed 31 October, 2023 with WafiEnregy LLC (Wafi
Energy), for the sale of SPCo’s entire shareholding
in SPL, comprising 165,700,304 shares and repre-
senting 77.42 percent of the issued share capital of
SPL,” SPCo. said in a letter dated October 31.

Wafi Energy is a wholly-owned affiliate of
AsyadHoldmgGmup a fuel retailer in Saudi Ara-

S]:u:]l Pakistan's operations include more than
600 mobility sites, 10 fuel terminals, a lubricant oil
blending plant and a 26 percent sharcholding in
Pak-Arab Pipeline Company Limited.

According to documents submitted at the Paki-
stan Stock Exchange (PSX), WAFI is a “fast-grow-
ing retail gas station network and sole licensee of
Shell Retail Network (Gas Stations) in the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia.” Based in Riyadh, the com-
pany was incorporated in September 2012 with a
paid-up capital of 3 million Saudi Riyal.

WAFI Energy has engaged Arif Habib Limited
in Pakistan to manage its acquisition offer.

A couple of weeks ago, Saudi Arabia announced
that it will invest up to $25 billion in Pakistan over
the next two to five years in various sectors; so it can
be a part of this investment.

There are two parts to this. The first is that Shell
has been wanting to leave Pakistan for years as it is.
The second is that the oil marketing business has
globally become tougher over the past few years —
which means difficult markets like Pakistan have
become more burdensome.

“There are two aspects to this story — one that
Pakistan’s economy is deteriorating as a market for
Shell, and second that Shell announced a review of
their retail business in Europe some 5 to 6 months
ago and has been looking into the decision of di-
vesting from retail business in the UK, Netherlands
and Germany,” says Mustafa Pasha, the Chief In-
vestment Officer (CIO) at Lakson [nvestmenits.

Shell first indicated that it was looking to drasti-
cally change its presence and streamline its activities
back in January 2023, when the company contem-
plated exiting its home energy retail business in the
UK, the Netherlands, and Germany citing “tough
market conditions”. This means that the exit is not
an isolated issue that has to do with Pakistan. But it
still makes for terrible optics.

“Whether the transaction has any real impact
in Pakistan is doubtful, but the messaging is very
negative, it says that people have lost confidence
and are wrapping up businesses in Pakistan. How-
ever, political instability is a problem much closer to
home,” adds Pasha.

Corroborating this sequence of events, colum-
nist and independent macroeconomist Ammar H
Khan says that the timing of Shell’s exit may just
have to do with them finding a buyer. “Shell has
been trying to exit for the last 8 to 10 years, it is pos-
sible that only now have they come across a poten-
tial buyer and have decided to officially announce
this decision,” he says. “Smuggled Irani fuel enter-
ing the market has also caused the industry to face
more volatility. Established and legitimate industry
players like Shell who are not able to participate in
the informal market are further marginalised. As
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Shell formally
announces its

purchase by Wati
Imergy of Saudia

The Dfﬂoaqu of shares also includes all of ‘SPL s downstream
businesses and SPL’s 26 percent ownership of Pak-Arab
Pipeline Company Limited (PAPCO). Shell Pakistan is a listed
company with a market capitalization of over Rs34.35 billion
($124.5 million)

long as the government implicitly keeps supporting
the black market, MINCs will continue to exit our
economy.” However, Habib also highlighted that
operationally, this decision has little impact on the
overall industry beyond sending a negative market
signal and solidifying international imvestors’ un-
certainty while dealing with the Pakistani markets.

Shell Pakistan’s operations
include more than 600 mobility
sites, 10 fuel terminals, a
lubricant oil blending plant and
a 26 percent shareholding in
Pak-Arab Pipeline Company
Limited.

We know that Shell has been reconsidering its
portfolio globally. But we also know that the oil gi-
ant has been unhappy being in the Pakistan market
for the last decade. That is because of specific pecu-
liarities of this country’s oil markets that make it a
difficult place to conduct business.

“In Pakistan, the milieu for oil management
companies is exceedingly arduous. The regulatory
environment renders operation in the country oner-
ous, explains Pasha. “Federally implemented price
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inventory losses. For years, oil management compa-
nies have encountered impediments importing the
raw materials they require.”

“Supply chain issues only exacerbate the co-
nundrum. Collaboration with Pakistan is met with
hesitation and business confidence is low. The pric-
ing environment is a veritable minefield, stringently
regulated by the government.”

As a result, many have not been surprised by
the news. One highly placed industry source who
wished to remain anonymous told Profit that the
decision was long overdue. “Shell has been threat-
ening to leave Pakistan for the past decade or so.
This was writing on the wall,” they said.

“Successive governments, through erratic de-
valuation, have increased the risk exposure that
companies with dollar-based structures must incur.
It's not viable for these companies. Multinationals
have these dollar-based structures because the Shell
Group, like others, has central costs that it must in-
cur globally. You cannot change that for any coun-
tl,y.ll

“The incompetence of past governments has
led to this problem while current incompetence has
merely expedited the process as a whole.”

Yousuf Farooq, ex-director of Research at
Topline Securities and independent analyst, ex-
plains that “Historically, Shell has encountered im-
pediments due to turnover tax and has never been
able to generate as much revenue as they could have.
Their profitability has always been problematic.”=
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WB to share Rs45
billion in Rs 68

billion revolutionary
agricultural project

in Punjab

h

The project is set to conserve water resources and enhance
their efficient use. It is not only a boon for small-scale farmers
butalsoanopportunityforeconomic growth. The World Bank’s
support will lead to a 25% improvement in crop production
across Punjab and a 20% increase in water productivity

nternationally renowned financial institu-
tion, World Bank, reaffirmed its commitment
to ushering in a sustainable agricultural rev-
olution in Punjab through a game-changing
collaboration with the Punjab government.

A delegation from the World Bank’s Review
Mission visited Multan, marking a significant
milestone in the “Revolutionary Plan for Sustain-
able Agricultural Development” in the province.

According to official sources, the primary ob-
jective of the visit was to inspect the modern drip
and solar systems strategically deployed through-
out the region. In the five-year project, out of a
total of Rs 68 billion, the World Bank is offering
Rs 45 billion.

The visionary project is set to have a profound
impact on the agricultural landscape in the re-
gion. It is certain to mitigate the effects of climate
change, ushering in modern irrigation systems,
creating an attractive environment for private
sector investments, and facilitating the growth
of profitable agriculture. Remarkably, over 1.3
million rural farmer families will directly benefit
from this project, said sources.

The World Bank's dedicated representatives,
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Francois Onimus , Jeans Chirstopher, Kashiflam-
shed, Deputy Project Director for Value Addition,
and some others were included in the delegation.

D+. Khalid Rafiq, an official emphasised the
significance of the project and stated: “The im-
plementation of the revolutionary plan for sus-
tainable agricultural development in Punjab
is progressing excellently. Multan Division is
making strides towards this endeavour, with 113
out of 163 water channels having already been
completed.

Moreover, high-efficiency irrigation systems
have been installed on 344 acres of land, with 662
acres benefiting from solar systems. The objec-
tives set for Multan Division are well on track to
be accomplished during this financial year.”

The project is set to conserve water resources
and enhance their efficient use. It is not only a
boon for small-scale farmers but also an oppor-
tunity for economic growth. The World Bank's
support will lead to a 25% improvement in crop
production across Punjab and a 20% increase in
water productivity.

Furthermore, it will create employment op-
portunities for over 5,000 rural youth, injecting
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vitality into the local economy, he elaborated.

From a broader perspective, this initiative will
empower farmers by providing them with educa-
tion on value addition and cultivating profitable
crops. The “Revolutionary Plan for Sustainable
Agricultural Development in Punjab” is undoubt-
edly paving the way for a greener, more prosper-
ous, and sustainable future for Punjab’s agricul-
tural sector, Dr Khalid concluded.

Meanwhile, Artificial intelligence offers a
solution to farmers to reduce agricultural input
and increase productivity with less use of resourc-
es,” Muhammad Azeem Tarig, Senior Scientif-
ic Officer at the National Agricultural Research
Centre (NARC) said.

According to a report by the Agriculture In-
formation Bank, AT can assist in confronting hu-
manity’s one of greatest upcoming challenges of
feeding an additional two billion people by 2050,
as the UN projections record only 4% of extra
land will be available for enltivation.

“Pakistan’s agriculture sector has long been
the backbone of its economy, providing livelihood
to millions of people and contributing significant-
ly to the GDP. However, factors such as climate
change, water scarcity, and outdated farming
practices have challenged the sector’s growth po-
tential. In this scenario, Al can reshape the future
of agriculture,” he said.

The World Bank’s dedicated
representative, Francois
Onimus , Jeans Chirstopher,
Kashifl Jamshed, Deputy Project
Director for Value Addition, and

some others were included in
the delegation

“Precision agriculture is at the forefront of
this Al-driven revolution. Al technologies are en-
abling farmers to make data-driven decisions and
optimize various aspects of their operations.

“For example, drones equipped with Al-pow-
ered cameras are being used to monitor crop
health. They capture high-resolution images of
fields, which are then analysed to detect the signs
of diseases, pests, or nutrient deficiencies. So,
farmers can take corrective actions promptly, re-
ducing yield loss and chemical usage.”

“The Al-driven sensors and weather data help
farmers optimize irrigation. Smart irrigation sys-
tems use predictive analytics to determine when
and how much water the crops need, saving wa-
ter and energy while maintaining crop health,” he
added.

“Al also plays a crucial role in connecting
farmers to the markets. Through mobile apps and
online platforms, farmers can access real-time
market information, prices, and demand fore-
casts, ensuring they get fair prices for their pro-
duce,” he said.

‘While the potential of Al in agriculture is vast,
there are challenges to overcome, including ac-
cess to technology, affordability, and digital liter-
acy among farmers, especially in rural areas. The
government, the private sector, and NGOs should
work together to address these issues and ensure
that the benefits of Al are widespread.

Caretaker Federal Minister for National Food
Security and Research DrKausar Malik said Al is
playing a crucial role in reshaping the landscape
of agriculture and revolutionizing farming prac-
tices for a more efficient and sustainable future.

In a recent meeting with Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed,
Chairman Higher Education Commission, Dr.
Kausar Malik emphasized the need for adopting
advanced farming techniques to improve produc-
tion and storage, which will ultimately lead to
food security in the country.

The Minister sought cooperation from the
Higher Education Commission to assist the minis-
try in the use of Al in the agriculture sector. m
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PTCL Business Solutions hosted its
Annual Polo Tournament at the Islam-
abad Polo Club. President and Group
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PT(CL Business Solutions hosts
polo tournament
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ball on the field. champions cup to the winning team.

PTCL Business Solutions emerged High ranking military officers,
victorious in the finale by eight & a half diplomats and corporate executives from
points to four. The chief guest distrib- various leading companies attended the
uted the trophies to the players and the event.
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lixperience delight in every portrait:
vivo V29 5G is now available for sale

in Pakistan

People are starvation under the reeling price hike and rising utility bills. The poor and highly
dejected people due to the current predicament, have no money to pay their utility bills. The poor
are up against such a plight, their children are going without schooling and they do not have any
money to treat even their ailing people. The situation is prodding them in this country to stand up
and take to the roads against the wrong policies of the government

ivo, a renowned technology brand, an-

the availability of its latest V29 5G

smartphone in Pakistan at an exciting price of

PKR 159,999, vivo is committed to strength-

ening its smartphone portfolio to offer an unparal-
leled and seamless experience to its customers.

With the newly launched smartphone, vive V29
3G, the brand intends to offer an absolute delight in
every portrait with the Smart Aura Light Portrait,
blended with the stunning appearance of 120Hz
3D Curved Screen, and enduring performance with
80W FlashCharge.

vivo has integrated an array of camera features in
its V29 5G smartphone including Supermoon Mode,
Food Mode, Super Night Video, and Super Group
Video, to elevate the photography and videography
experience for users who like to stock their perfect
memories.

The V29 5G’s Smart Aura Light Portrait ele-
vates the quality of portrait photography, offering
high-definition and true-to-life portraits regardless
of lighting conditions, whether it is bright daylight
or dimly lit environments. Moreover, the S0MP OIS
Ultra-Sensing Camera ensures the subject always

looks their best, while studio-like aura lighting ef-
fects add a touch of magic to the pictures.

Furthermore, vivo V29 5G comes with a char-
ismatic 120Hz 3D Curved Screen with a display
resolution of 2800 x 1260 offering a seamless ex-
perience for uninterrupted content, app swapping,
binge-watching, games, and social networking,
among others.

vivo

Vao G
Delight in Every Portrait

Aura Light Portrait | 50 MP AF Group Selfie

Available Now
Rs. 159,999

The smartphone is powered with a Qualcomm
Snapdragon® 778G processor that allows consum-
ers to use its splendid features effortlessly. The smart-
phone also supports 80W FlashCharge which pow-
ers up the device swiftly for those who are always on
the go. Additionally, for a busy workday, the V20 5G
offers Extended RAM 3.0 for seamless multitasking
without any lag — boosting efficiency in managing
tasks.

vivo V29 5G heralds a

’ new chapter in smartphone
-4 technology, offering an un-
( paralleled blend of aesthet-

ics, camera, performance,
and innovation. This latest
addition to vivo's esteemed
portfolio of V series is built
on a legacy of innovation.
With groundbreaking
features that redefine the
smartphone industry, this
smartphone is a marvel of
technology that one can't
afford to miss. =

vivo V29e 5G introduced in Pakistan
at an attractive price of Rs. 109,999

The vivo V29e 5G has a powerful and versatile camera system to capture your moments with
exceptional precision and creativity. With features like the Smart Aura Light Portrait, Smart
Color Temperature Adjustment, and o5OMP AF Group Selfie, you can expect stunning selfies

and group shots

ivo, a renowned global technology brand,
has unveiled the price of its much-awaited
vivo V20e 3G in Pakistan. This cutting-edge
smartphone will be available for pre-book-
ing across the country starting from November 11,
2023, at an attractive price of Rs. 109,900 only.
vivo's unwavering commitment to elevating its
smartphone offerings is a testament to its dedica-
tion to delivering an unparalleled and hassle-free
experience to its valued customers. The thinnest 5G
smartphone in the segment will be officially avail-
able for purchase in Pakistan starting on November
18, 2023.

The design and aesthetics of the vivo V29 5G
are setting new benchmarks in the industry with
its stunning appeal. The smartphone features an
Ultra-Slim Bodyand Lightweight Design, making
it exceptionally convenient and easy to hold. This
stylish smartphone is available in two captivating
color variants — Rose Gold, which showcases a
Nano-Scale Photo etching Technique, and Forest
Black, which utilizes Fluorite AG Glass.

The vivo V20e 5G has a powerful and versatile
camera system to capture your moments with ex-
the Smart Aura Light Portrait, Smart Color Tem-
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perature Adjustment, and S0MP AF Group Selfie,
you can expect stunning selfies and group shots.
Moreover, the 64MP OIS Ultra-Sensing Camera
ensures sharp, detailed photos, while the 8MP Ultra
Wide-Angle Camera adds depth to your shots. Ad-
ditionally, the 2x Professional Portrait Mode allows
for professional-level photography, making the V20e
3G an ideal choice for photography enthusiasts.
The vivo V20e 5G excels in the performance de-
partment with many impressive features. Its 120Hz

vivo

V29e
Delight in Every Portrait

Agora Light Portrait | 20 MP AF Croup Seifie

Pre-Order Now | Rs. 109,999
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AMOLED display delivers a smooth and visually
fascinating experience. Powered by the robust Snap-
dragon® 5G processor, it ensures snappy perfor-
mance. With 8GB + 8GBE Extended RAM and a
spacious 236GB ROM, you have ample storage and
multitasking capabilities. To keep you going all day,
the device is equipped with a 4800mAh battery and
offers the convenience of a 44W FlashCharge for
quick and hassle-free recharging. Setting a prece-
dent in smartphones, the V20e 5G excels with its
cutting-edge features, pow-
erful performance, and so-
phisticated design. In the
ever-evolving landscape of
smartphone technology,
vivo continuously showcas-
es its dedication to pushing
the boundaries of inmo-
vation. This cotting-edge
smartphone seamlessly
blends artistic design with
exceptional functional-
ity, offering compelling
features that enhance the
mobile experience to new
levels. m
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Thriving Gwadar
Port to outshine
Gulf states
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CHINA-PAKISTAN ECONOMIC CORRIDOR

Gwadar Port, as a part of the China-Pakistan F.conomic Corridor
(CPEC), has become a centre of gravity for the future economic
scenario of this region. Although the whole world is eyeing Gwadar
South Asian countries and the Gulfl States are keener about its
developing potential due to their closer proximity to this port

ue to the growing anti-China alliances
in the Indo-Pacific region, China re-
quires alternative routes for its trade and
oil imports. Gwadar port complement-
ed by China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
provides an opening to China to the Arabian Sea
and Indian Ocean Region (IOR). Since Pakistan is
not part of any anti-China alliance, Gwadar Port
can decrease China's dependence on the Strait of
Hormuz and the Strait of Malacca and can provide
a sense of security in times of crisis. Pakistan needs
CPEC to leverage its geo-economic potential.

Gwadar Port has useful factors for the transi-
tion of relations between Pakistan and China from
strategic partnership to interdependence. Pakistan
and China have long-term interdependent econom-
ic interests, therefore, Pakistan can better utilize its
strategic location for economic gains. Given Paki-
stan’s greater interest in exploiting its maritime eco-
nomic potential, a study conducted on the subject
nullified the apprehension that Gwadar Port could
be the next military base of China. This phase of
interdependence in relations is an opportunity for
Pakistan to claim more economic benefits from
China’s industrial and technological capacity and
materialize increased exports to China for its eco-
nomic stability.

Gwadar Port, as a part of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), has become a centre
of gravity for the future economic scenario of this
region. Although the whole world is eyeing Gwa-
dar South Asian countries and Gulf States are
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keener about its developing potential due to their
closer proximity to this port. Many analysts believe
that this small fishing town has the potential to be-
come a new Dubai after decades.

Gwadar port is being linked with China, Russia,
Central Asian Republics and many other countries
through a huge infrastructure of railways, roads
and other facilities under the Chinese initiative of
‘One Belt One Road’.

Gwadar port is being linked
with China, Russia, Central
Asian Republics and many
other countries through a huge
infrastructure of railways, roads
and other facilities under the
Chinese initiative of ‘One Belt

One Road’

How this $62 billion joint venture of China
and Pakistan is going to affect oil-rich Gulf States
-sometimes referred to as petro states- is summa-
rized here:

Fall in Fuel Consumption

CPEC will provide a short land route as an al-
ternative to the long circular and spiral sea route
from the Gulf of Oman to China’s mainland and
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similarly to Central Asian Republics. That short
route will not only save time but also mitigate fuel
consumption. Less fuel usage will cause less de-
mand for fuel, so the oil market may suffer a blow.

Alternative port to Gulf Ports

After getting fully operational, Gwadar Port
will provide a good alternative for ships to dock
here rather than docking at Port Rashid or Jabel
Ali Port of Dubai. Marine Traffic will be slight-
ly affected because Gwadar will be garnering its
share.

Dubai is located on the southeast coast of the
Persian Gulf. It is the largest and most populous
city in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Dubai
has invested in infrastructure to overcome its poor
natural resources and become a global business,
trade and tourism hub. Thus, Dubai has emerged
as a multi-cultural city and enjoys receiving mil-
lions of leisure and business visitors each year
from around the world.

The major revenue of Dubai comes from tour-
ism, aviation, real estate, and financial services.
Large construction projects, icomic skyscrapers
and sports events are other means of income for
Dubai. The world’s tallest building called the Bur-
jKhalifa is located in this emirate.

Amnother International City

Due to huge trade activities, Gwadar would
join the ranks of leading International cities in
Asia just as Singapore and Dubai. Singapore is far
off but Dubai is not so far from Gwadar. A new
international city near Dubai will attract business
tycoons to this new destination.

Less leverage of Gulf States over Pakistan

Historically, Pakistan remained heavily depen-
dent on the Gulf Nations because of its crumbling
economy. CPEC would be a boost to Pakistan’s
economy. If Pakistan will no longer remain depen-
dent on financial aid from Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), then these countries
will lose leverage over Pakistan.

Massive Trade Activities in the vicinity

At present, huge trade activities are at the ports
of UAE. China has become an export giant. Its
products are reliable, cheap, and are liked all over
the globe. When Chinese products start landing in
ships at Gwadar Port, there will be massive trade
activity here. A large number of international
firms will rush towards Gwadar to get fitted here
for their financial prospects.

Effect on Tourism

Tourists from all over the world are attracted
towards Dubai. In fact, Dubai’s economy receives
a huge chunk of money from its tourism industry.
Saudis have also started developing tourist attrac-
tions. If Pakistan succeeds in maintaining security,
then Gwadar may dwarf other tourist attractions
found nearby, because Pakistan is full of natural
scenarios and historic places.

Quick access to Chinese Products

Gwadar will provide many benefits to the Gulf
also. Gulf nations import a lot of Chinese prod-
ucts. Via Gwadar, they will get delivery of Chinese
products in a short span of time.

Pakistan enjoys the most comstructive, stable,
and friendly relations with China among all its
neighbours. China is situated in the northeast of
Pakistan and shares a border of around 600 km
converging on the Karakoram mountain ranges.
Diplomatic relations between the two countries
were established in 1951. In the 1960s China-Paki-
stan relations expanded from the border agreement
and military cooperation to cultural and economic
domains. Due to converging geopolitical interests
and through increased mutual understanding, re-
lations between Pakistan and China consolidated
into a strategic partnership. The patterns of reci-
procity and reliability have resonated in relations
for decades now. China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CFEC) and cooperation in Gwadar Port led
to a long-term interdependence between the two
countries. For China, Pakistan maintained a sig-
nificant place in its vision for the revival of the Old
Silk Route through the mega project of regional
and global economic connectivity, the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). m
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Palestinians in (Gaza. People held protest

rallies almost in all major cities of the
world and demanded that Israel and the USA an-
nounce an immediate halt to the Gaza war.

Many of them demanded a boycott the Israel
and USA products worldwide in protest and fa-
vour of the innocent people of Palestine. The first
and foremost thing is to boycott social media like
Facebook, WhatsApp, YouTube, Snapchat, X, In-
stagram, Pinterest, Reddit, Netflix, Linkedin and
many other apps. It is sure to result in a ceasefire in
the war between Israel and Palestine.

A Sunni deputy chief Imam of AlhajiNorgah
Mosque in Accra has stated that boycotting Amer-
ican and Israeli products is the better way to deal
with Israel over its destructive behaviour, policy,
and oppression against the people of Palestine in-
stead of verbal condemmnation.

Mu'az Ibrahim at a press conference held in Ac-
cra, Ghana together with some leaders of the coa-
lition of Muslim organizations expressed his fury
over what is happening to the people of Palestine.

“There is no humanity in this world. There are
so many double standards within the Western and
the Arab world itself. The Arabs themselves have
the double standards as the West has. They (Ar-
abs) should come out, not for condemnation only,
they should also boycott products that are coming
from America and Israel. That is all. We have so
many products of them (Israel and America) that
are consumables in the Arab world. When we boy-
cott them, is also a part of showing solidarity to our
people who have been killed by this cruel Israeli
government.”

“This is totally unacceptable, nowhere in this
wortld and no treaty at all in this world that allows
you to kill children and women, hospitals, and
schools, there is no humanity at all, the West the
UN the AU, and all the organizations should come
out and speak against what is going on, it is very
bad. The same is going on between Ukraine and
Russia, the whole world came together and voiced
it out so what is different in the Palestine issue, we
are just showing our weakness. The whole world
should come out and voice it out for this has been
going on since 1067 and the number of Palestin-
ians killed is more why should it be that? You oc-
cupy someone’s land and he said NO I need my
land to have my own independence, this shouldn’t
be a problem, they should give them their land, give
them their freedom, and let all have peace in this
world.”

The Palestinian Ambassador to Ghana and
Dean of the Arab diplomatic mission in Ghana Ab-
dal Fatah Ahmed Khalil Al-Sattari who also graced
the occasion narrated the history of the occupation
and extortion of the Palestinian land.

He said: “Since Israel came to our land it de-
stroved everything, they killed anyone, any Palestin-
ian people waiting on the way to occupy Palestine
including East Jerusalem our capital city the heart
of all the Palestinian people and they occupied

eople across the world condemned Israel’s
aggression against the killing of innocent
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Protesters demand
boycotting Israeli,
American products over
Palestineans’ genocide

THE WORLD HAS TO BOYCOT |
ISRAEL WHICH COMMITS GENOCID.. .
AND ETHNIC CLEANSING IN GAZs—

#BOYCOTTISRAEL [

Many of them demanded a boycott the Israel and USA
products worldwide in protest and favour of the innocent
people of Palestine. The first and foremost thing is to boycott
social media platforms like Facebook, WhatsApp, You'Tube,
Snapchat, X, Instagram, Pinterest, Reddit, Netflix, Linkedin
and many other apps. It is sure to result in a ceasefire in the
war between Israel and Palestine

play their due role to end the war and save the lives
of the Palestinians.

People from all walks of life participated in the
march which was organised by Jamaat-e-Islami Ka-
rachi. One side of the dual road was fixed for the
women protesters.

Despite weather and other issues, a large number
of women and children participated in the march to
express solidarity with Palestinians. A mumber of
the youngsters at the event

Bethlehem also and Beth-

lehem is a Palestinian city A large number of women and e Wearing black t-shirts

as all of you know, there is
no Israelis family in Bethle-

the family in Bethlehem are

children participated in the
hem its Palestinian city all march to express solidarity

inscribed with LabaikAlag-
sa and other slogans.
JI Pakistan Ameer Sir-

ajulHagdelivered the key-

Palestinians and according Wilh Palestinians. A number of note address. Speaking on

to the international law
all lands occupied in 1967

youngsters al the event were

the occasion, he said that
Gaza has become unbeat-

including Bethlehem andWearing black t-shirts inscribec| ble and the defeat of Is-

East Jerusalem the capital
city of the Palestinian peo-

ple.” slogans

Mouslims in Ghana have

rael and the United States

with LabaikAlagsa and other is imminent as the Pales-

tinian mothers teach their
children the lesson of mar-

pledged solidarity with the people of Palestine and
showed to the world that Ghanaian Muslims stand
with the oppressed, not the oppressor in the wake of
Israeli ongoing attacks on the besieged Gaza Strip.
Tens of thousands of Karachiites marched on
Shahrahe Faisal to express solidarity with the peo-
ple and freedom fghters of Palestine against the
brutalities of Israel, demanding the Muslim rulers
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tyrdom.

He warned the global community of the third
world war if naked Israeli aggression is not con-
trolled. He said the JI would announce Alagsa
Storm while besieging the US embassy if the US
president supports Israel.

He further said that 10 million petitions will be
filed before the United Nations against Israeli bru-
talities. The JI Ameer demanded the chief of army
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staff to follow the footprints of SalahuddinAyvyubi
and Mahmood Gaznavi and he will find two billion
Muslims on his back.

He appealed to the participants to boycott Is-
raeli products. On the occasion, he demanded the
Muslim World to play its due role instead of wait-
ing for massive loss of lives and properties in Gaza.

He also welcomed the mutual contacts by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Iran in this regard.
He also demanded the COAS take other armies of
Muslim countries on board to provide support to
the people of Gaza.

TehreekJawanan Pakistan (TJP) held a Martyrs
of Palestine and Pakistan Rally to show solidarity
with the Palestinian people.

The Karachi Bikers Club staged a rally against
Israeli atrocities. The club members and many oth-
er bikers rolled out from the Merewether Tower and
down the MA Jinnah Road to end at the Numaish-

The bikers displaying Palestinian flags said they
were part of the efforts to raise global conscience
over the genocide perpetrated by the Israeli occupa-
tion forces in Gaza.

The bikers, revving up their engines to a deafen-
ing roar, said they wanted to draw the attention of
the world through their protests.

Blind students on “White Cane Safety Day’ or-
ganised by the Voice of Blind (VOB) in collabora-
tion with Silver-Line School. The blind appealed to
the world to raise its voices to get the genocide of
the Palestinian people stopped. =

| OCTOBER 15 - NOYEMBER 15, 2023



PO WE R tHroucH THE

NIGHT

with
Speed Up

300Mbps

Get Internet Speed Boost upto 300Mbps
& enjoy unlimited uploads & downloads
temporarily up to 24hours

051111114444




o
L
=
<
al
=
B
O
N
.
>

JAZZ SUPER 47

Business Naws Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

A little effort may
can money on gas

charges
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In your quest to manage your household expenses effectively,
it is essential to use gas appliances discreetly. Gas is a valuable
resource that fuels various household appliances from stoves
to water heaters to our comfort and convenience. However, it is
easy to overlook their impact on the Sui Gas online bill

he usage of Sui gas in the winter sea-

son increases whereby the gas bill goes

much higher. The price of this utility

service does not feel much if it is rea-
sonable but the extraordinarily high price is al-
ways tormenting to the consumers.

Flare gives some suitable tips to the consumer
on how to lower your bills during the winter and
routine usage. By accessing your Sui gas bill on-
line, you gain the convenience of checking your
bill, tracking your usage, and making payments
from the comfort of your home.

It’s a smart way to stay on top of your gas
expenses and escape the hassle of traditional
paper bills. Plus, online platforms often provide
valuable insight into your consumption patterns
to help decide what way you can conserve gas to
cut down vour bill. Embrace the digital era, and
take control of your bills with Sui gas bill online
services today!

An average household can lose up to 30 per-
cent of its heat through inadequately sealed walls,
floors, and roofs. Thus, it's vital to ensure that
crucial areas of your home are properly sealed
and insulated to prevent this valuable heat from
escaping.

(as central heating systems are one of the pri-
mary methods of household heating in Pakistan.
Gas is used as fuel to heat homes, but if your
home isn't adequately insulated, every time you
turn on the heating, you're just burning it away.

Without insulation, the heat produced by the
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heating system in your home escapes to the out-
side. This means the heating system has to use
more gas to maintain a constant temperature,
leading to higher bills in Pakistan.

Insulation is key. But given the many differ-
ent forms of insulation available for homes, we
always recommend having an energy-saving sur-
vey of your home carried out by a specialist in
Pakistan.

Itis a smart way to stay on top
of your gas expenses and
escape the hassle of traditional
paper bills. Plus, online
platforms often provide
valuable insight into your
consumption patterns to help
you decide what way you can
conserve gas to cut down
your bill

A professional survey identified areas where
heat is escaping and pinpointed the best areas to
focus on and insulate.

Upgrading to energy-efficient appliances is a
smart move for both your pocket and the envi-
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ronment. In today’s world, where every penny
counts, reducing your bill can make a significant
difference in your monthly expenses.

This explores the benefits of switching to en-
ergy-efficient appliances, providing insights into
how they can help you save on your bills.

Discover the advantages, tips for selecting the
right appliances, and the long-term savings that
come with this eco-friendly choice. Say goodbye
to high bills and hello to a more cost-effective and
sustainable lifestyle.

Is your Sui gas bill causing a chill in your
spine? It's time to take control of your heating
system and ensure that you're not overspending.

Here we’ll show you how to manage your gas
bill effectively, so you can enjoy a warm and cosy
home without breaking the bank.

We've got you covered if you're tired of those
high bills. We'll provide you with practical tips
and insights on how to optimize your heating sys-
tem, from simple adjustments to more advanced
strategies. Say goodbye to the winter chill and
hello to savings. Let's dive in!

Gas leaks can occur in various areas of your
home and they can go unnoticed for extended pe-
riods. Common areas where leaks occur include
around windows and doors, in the attic and base-
ment, and in the HVAC system. Identifying these
leaks is the first step in sealing them effectively.

Sealing leaks and drafts not only reduces your
sui-gas bills but also improves the overall com-
fort of your home. When your home is proper-
ly sealed, you'll experience fewer temperature
fluctuations, fewer drafts, and a more consistent
indoor environment. Sealing leaks and drafts in-
volve identifying problem areas and taking ap-
propriate measures to address them. This can
include caulking gaps, weather-stripping doors
and windows, adding insulation, and maintain-
ing your HVAC system.

By sealing leaks and drafts in your home, you
can significantly lower your Sui gas bill. Not only
will this benefit your finances, but it will also
contribute to a more energy-efficient and com-
fortable living space.

In your quest to manage your household ex-
penses effectively, it's essential to use gas appli-
ances discreetly. Gas is a valuable resource that
fuels various appliances in our homes, from
stoves to water heaters to our comfort and conve-
nience. However, it's easy to overlook its impact
on our Sui gas online bill.

The mechanism for using gas appliances ef-
ficiently is very important. By doing so, you can
not only reduce your Sui gas bill but also con-
tribute to a more sustainable future. We'll explore
practical tips and tricks for optimizing gas usage
while maintaining a comfortable living environ-
ment. With gas bills often being a significant
portion of yvour utility expenses, learning how to
make the most of your gas appliances can lead to
substantial savings. Discover the art of using gas
appliances wisely that will ensure your home re-
mains cost-effective and environmentally friend-
ly. Monitoring and controlling your gas usage
has never been easier, thanks to the convenience
of Sui Gas Bill Online services. So explore the
benefits of managing your gas bill efficiently and
understanding the nuances of your Sui gas con-
sumption.

Sui gas, a vital utility, keeps our homes warm
and our stoves cooking. Keeping tabs on your gas
usage is essential not only for budgeting but also
for conserving energy. With Sui gas bill online,
you can access your gas bill details with just a few
clicks. Your gas bill contains valuable informa-
tion about your consumption patterns. It's crucial
to comprehend the various components, such as
the billing cycle, meter readings, and tariff rates.
This knowledge empowers you to make informed
decisions about your gas usage.

Monitoring your gas consumption allows you
to identify areas where you can conserve ener-
gv. Simple measures like fixing leaks, using en-
ergy-efficient appliances, and adopting mindful
usage habits can lead to significant savings. =
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outheast Asia
boasts of abun-
dant biomass re-
including waste from ag-
riculture and forestry, and
eco-friendly technologies
to help its Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) partners in
turning waste into wealth.

Liu Huacai, a re-
searcher from the Guang-
zhou Institute of Energy
Conversion (GIEC) of the
Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences (CAS), said that the
energy demand in ASE-
AN countries has been
rising dramatically due to
economic development,
rapid urbanization, and
population growth.

Thus, promoting mod-
ern biomass energy tech-
nology in ASEAN will
contribute to building a
sustainable energy supply
system, protecting the en-
vironment and boosting
rural economic develop-
ment, Liu added.

For example, Thailand
has rich biomass resourc-
es, such as crop straw and
wood residue.

The existing biomass
gasification projects have
faced problems like poor
fuel flexibility, low gasifi-
cation efficiency, high tar
content in gas, and sec-
ondary pollution from tar
wastewater.

It is urgent to enhance
equipment reliability and
operation and mainte-
nance capabilities to en-

reduce investment and op-
erating costs.

The GIEC, in col
laboration with universi-

=
China’s eco-friendly

tech helps BRI
partners turn waste
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into wealth

The GIEC, in collaboration with universities and companies

sure system stability and  from Thailand and Pakistan, built an advanced and efficient

| MWe multi-generation demonstration project based on
biomass gasification in Nakhon Phanom in Thailand
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sewage, and air and car-
bon-based fertilizers for
soil amendment.

The cooperation proj-
ect is expected to gener-
ate economic benefits of
more than 10 million yuan
(about $1.39 million), pro-
vide 300-plus jobs, and
train more than 20 engi-
neers and technicians.

The cooperation has
laid a solid foundation
for future exchanges be-
tween China and its BRI
partners, and relevant
technologies and expe-
rience will be extended
to countries such as the
Thailand to improve local
people’s well-being and
mitigate climate change,
said Wang.
tion of palm oil

In addition, Malaysia
and Indonesia are two
major palm oil suppliers
whose production has ac-
counted for more than 80
percent of the global total.

However, since the
palm residues cannot
be effectively used, they
have been discarded and
burned, polluting the envi-
ronment.

The Institute of Pro-
cess Engineering (IPE) of
CAS has been working
with the Malaysia Inno-
vation Hub (MIH) in the
development of bio-based
plastics with palm fibre
and other biomass as pri-
mary raw materials.

The IPE developed
new functionalized ionic
liquid modifiers to treat
palm residues and built
a 10,000-tonne bio-based
material demonstration

ties and companies from
Thailand and Pakistan,
built an advanced and efficient 1 M'We multi-gener-
ation demonstration project based on biomass gas-
ification in Nakhon Phanom in Thailand.

The Institute of Urban Environment (IUE) of
CAS has been cooperating with Malaysia and In-
donesia to build two demonstration projects in Ma-
laysia in 2024.

The two projects are supported by the Alliance
of International Science Organizations (AINSO),
an international scientific organization founded in
2018 by the CAS and 36 other international science

They are capable of processing 10 to 20 tonnes
of biomass waste on a daily basis to produce car-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

bon-based materials. Wang Yin, a professor of IUE,
said that biomass-derived products include biochar

It is urgent to enhance
equipment reliability and
operation and maintenance
capabilities to ensure system
stability and reduce investment
and operating costs

and activated carbon materials that could be used
in the purification of local drinking water, domestic

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

project in Wugiao Coun-
ty, north China’s Hebei
Province, where qualified bio-based material pack-
aging products have been produced.

Xin Jiayu, a researcher from IPE, said that the
technology will alleviate the environmental and hy-
giene challenges posed by the inappropriate dispos-
al of palm residues.

According to Vincent Wong Wai Sang, presi-
dent of MIH, the National Farmers Organization
of Malaysia and the United Arab Emirates will
jointly introduce technology. The two will invest
in a 30,000-tonne bio-plastics production line in
Malaysia, eyeing the Middle East and Europe-
ucts as an alternative to traditional fossil-based
plastics. m
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SBP projects up to 3%
GDP growth for FY

2025-24

Pakistan’s economic performance in FY23 highlights the
importance of addressing perennial structural impediments
that pose serious risks to the country’s macroeconomic stability.
Foremost among these are inadequate and slow tax policy
reforms that have constricted the resource envelope, even for
meeting current expenditures

he State Bank of Pakistan (SBF) has pro-
jected Pakistan’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) growth in the range of two to three
percent for the financial year 2024.
SBP has released its Annual Report on the State
of Pakistan's Economy for the fiscal year 2022-23.
According to the report, Pakistan's economy faced
multiple challenges during FY23, as long standing
structural weaknesses exacerbated the impact of
successive domestic and global supply shocks of
unprecedented nature. The country’s macroeco-
nomic situation had already deteriorated since the
second half of FY22 in the aftermath of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict, elevated global commodity
prices and an unplanned fiscal expansion. The situ-
ation worsened during FY23 owing to floods, delay
in the completion of the 9th review of the IMF's
Extended Fund Facility (EFF) Program, continu-
ing domestic uncertainty, and tightening global fi-
Particularly, the devastating monscon floods
significantly dented economic activity, fueled in-
flationary pressures, increased stress on external
accounts and widened fiscal imbalance because of
spending on relief efforts. Similarly, the uncertain
global economic and financial conditions, softening
— but still elevated — global commeodity prices, high-
er debt servicing and reduced external inflows had
implications for various sectors of the economy.
The confluence of these developments substan-
tially weakened Pakistan’s macroeconomic perfor-
mance during FY23. The real GDP growth fell to
the third-lowest level since FY 32, whereas average
National CPI (Consumer Price Index) inflation
spiked to a multi-decade high. While the current ac-
count deficit narrowed considerably, limited foreign
inflows maintained pressures on the external ac-
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count leading to a decline in SBP’s foreign reserves.

The report notes that Pakistan's economic per-
formance in FY23 highlights the importance of
addressing perenmial structural impediments that
pose serious risks to the country’s macroeconom-
ic stability. Foremost among these are inadequate
and slow tax policy reforms that have constricted
the resource envelope, even for meeting current ex-

penditures.

SBP has increased the per-
missible retention limit of I'T
exporters from 35% to 50% of
their export proceeds in the

Exporters’ Specialized Foreign
Currency Accounts (ESFCAs)

On the other hand, inefficiencies in Public Sec-
tor Enterprises (PSEs) have led to a permanent
drain on fiscal resources. These have squeezed
space for development spending required to en-
hance the ecomomy’s productive capacity. The
anemic investment in physical and human capital
as well as R&D has impeded the development of
a technology-intensive manufacturing base and the
next level of value-added exports. Moreover, stag-
nant crop yields and a lack of attention to the de-
velopment of the food supply chain and food mar-
ket imperfections have led to sustained reliance on
imported food commodities. These trends underpin
the unsustainable current account balance, which
has increased the country’s vulnerability to global
supply shocks.
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The report indicates that this situation requires
the initiation of broad-ranging reforms to address
various sectoral imbalances to ensure the avail-
ability of resources for economic growth and de-
velopment. Specifically, expediting tax policy re-
forms and speedy implementation of governance
reforms in PSEs is instrumental in creating fiscal
space for public investment in human and physical
capital. Furthermore, there is also a need to create
a conducive environment to support foreign direct
investment in exportable sectors, and to encourage
technology transfers. Similarly, agriculture sector
reforms are required to alleviate import reliance
and for achieving price stability. There is a need
to expedite these reforms to achieve the high and
sustainable economic growth required to absorb
the new entrants inlabour market, improve social
welfare and raise the general standard of living in
the country.

In this context, the availability of factual infor-
mation on key macroeconomic variables, markets,
businesses, and individual welfare are important
ingredients for evidence-based policymaking. This
report includes a special chapter on the need to
streamline the state of Pakistan's National Statis-
tical System (IN5S) and makes suggestions for NSS
reforms.

The report highlights that Pakistan's economic
situation has started to show some early signs of
improvement. The country was able to secure a
TIS$ 3.0 billion Stand-By Arrangement (SBA) from
the IMF, towards the end of FY23, which helped
alleviate near-term risks to the external sector. The
high-frequency indicators are suggesting a bottom-
ing out of economic activity from July 2023. The
withdrawal of guidance on import prioritisation,
alongside gradual ease in forex position, is expected
to somewhat ameliorate the supply chain situation
and lift growth in LSM as well as exports. More-
over, an expected rebound in cotton and rice pro-
duction will support agriculture growth in FY24.
Reflecting these considerations, the SBP expects
real GDP growth in the range of 2 — 3 percent in
FY24.

The lagged impact of monetary tightening,
and other contractionary measures, is expected
to keep domestic demand in check. Furthermore,
the prospects of improvement in the supply situ-
ation on account of the likely increase in produc-
tion of important crops and imports are expected
to bring down inflation in the range of 20.0 — 22.0
percent in FY24. Slightly improved global and do-
mestic growth prospects are expected to bolster
foreign exchange earnings from exports of goods
and services. Although import volumes are likely
to increase, lower commodity prices may prevent a
significant expansion in import bills during FY24.
Accounting for these factors, SBP projects the cur-
rent account deficit to fall in the range of 0.5 - 1.5
percent of GDP in FY24.

In order to facilitate the IT exporters to boost
the exports of IT and IT-enabled services, SBP has
increased the permissible retention limit of IT ex-
porters from 35% to 50% of their export proceeds
in the Exporters’ Specialized Foreign Currency Ac-
counts (ESFCAs). Further, the usage of the balanc-
es available in the ESFCAs has been simplified by
allowing the IT exporters to make payments from
these accounts without any approval from SBP or
banks. The banks have also been advised to facil-
itate the issuance of debit cards, enabling IT ex-
porters to make online payments from the balances
available in their ESFCAs.

Moreover, a new Framework for Freelancers
has been introduced to further ease the opening of
their bank accounts and allow higher retention of
amounts in their FCY accounts. The freelancers
will now be able to open the bank accounts both
digitally and physically at their choice with mini-
mum documentation requirements. Further, their
ESFCAs will be opened concurrently with their
primary PKR account opening. The freelancers can
retain 50% of their export proceeds or USD 5,000/-
per month, whichever is higher, in their ESFCAs
and can make all payments from these accounts
without any approval from SBP or banks. m
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The idea behind rooftop

agri-voltaies is to emulate a forest on
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Agri-voltaics to grow
forests in the sky
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top of a building. Just as the shade of towering trees protects the
undergrowth from sun stress, so too can solar panels encourage
the growth of plants—the overall goal being to grow more food for
ballooning urban populations, all while saving water, generating
clean energy, and making buildings more energy efficient

ive stories off the ground at Colorado State
University, a highly unlikely garden grows
under a long row of rooftop solar panels.
It's late October at 9 a.m. when the tem-
perature is 30 degrees Fahrenheit and the wind is
cutting. Not long before my arrival, researchers had
pulled the last frost-intolerant crops out of the sub-

strate underneath the panels, a total of 600 pounds
for the season. In their place, cool-season foods like
leafy greems—arugula, lettuce, kale, swiss chard—
still grow, shaded from the intense sunlight.

This is no ordinary green roof, but a sprawling,
sensor-laden outdoor laboratory overseen by horti-
culturalist Jennifer Bousselot. The idea behind roof-
top agri-voltaics is to emulate a forest on top of a
building. Just as the shade of towering trees protects
the undergrowth from sun stress, so too can solar
panels encourage the growth of plants—the overall
goal being to grow more food for ballooning urban
populations, all while saving water, generating clean
energy, and making buildings more energy efficient.

“When you stop and think about what we're
going to need as a society—our building blocks—
it's going to be food, energy, and water, just like it
always has been,” says Bousselot. With rooftop
agri-voltaics, “you can produce, especially in a pri-
marily unused space, two of those things and con-
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serve the third.”

And dramatically so: Early data is showing that
rooftop agri-voltaics use a third as much water as
full-sun rooftop agriculture does; because the crops

These scientists are also
experimenting with growing
plants not under solar panels,
as you can see. Grasses, for
instance, provide flowers that
attract pollinators, which go on
to pollinate the crops, providing
more [ood

are shaded, less water evaporates away. (Sensors un-
der the panels here measure air temperature as well
as the temperature and moisture content of the soil.)
Even when water does evaporate, it’s a significant

Ty W

benefit for the solar panels overhead, which get less
efficient the hotter they get. The plants and soil are
“sweating” water vapour into the panels, cooling
them and keeping them from overheating. Such a
rooftop system can get even more efficient if it's de-
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liberately capturing rainwater, for instance in tanks
to be drained outside of the rainy season.

Without the sun beating down directly on a bare
roof, green roofs also boost a building’s energy effi-
ciency by about 10 percent. That is, you don't need
to run air-conditioning as much to properly cool the
place during a heat wave. (Though the benefit only

applies to the top floor if it’s a multistory building.)
That's an especially welcome benefit given the ur-
ban heat island effect, in which city temperatures
can soar far above surrounding rural areas, which
have lots of greenery to sweat and cool the air. With
rooftop agri-voltaics, you're essentially bringing the
country into the city, a strategy known as rurban-
ization. The more green spaces we can get into me-
tropolises, the more we can bring down climbing
temperatures.

Even though crops are exposed to more wind
and high temperatures up on a roof, these early ex-
periments are showing they can truly thrive, thanks
in large part to the shade of the panels. “We found
out last year, which was our first growing season,
that chili peppers do really well on roofs,” says
Bousselot. “They have kind of weak root systems,
and they don't like high nutrient conditions. But
they thrive in heat.” (Above are pueblo primrose
peppers, doing just fine even in late October.)

) e

growing plants not under solar panels, as you can
see. Grasses, for instance, provide flowers that at-
tract pollinators, which go on to pollinate the crops,
providing more food. A diversity of plant species
provides a diversity of flower colours, which attract
different kinds of pollinators, like bees and hum-
mingbirds. Moths tend to gravitate toward white
flowers since they're easiest to see at night and end
up being way more prolific pollinators than you re-
alize.

So the objective with rooftop agri-voltaics isn't
just to generate electricity and feed urban popula-
tions, but to bolster native ecosystems—only many
feet up in the sky. At the end of our tour, on our walk
back to the stairs, we found a huge hawk perched on
the edge of the roof. “That critter is just absolutely
majestic!” Bousselot whispers. “We're right along
the South Platte River, which is the river that goes
through Denver. Sort of the loveliest thing about
our location is we can actually test to see if green
roofs can be ecological islands in an urban space.”

Put another way: Instead of being big, dead
spaces, verdant roofs may act as corridors, helping
species like raptors and pollinating insects move
around a city. Rooftop agri-voltaics, then, might
bolster food systems, energy systems, and ecosys-
tems all at once. m
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Gitex Global gathers 180,000

tech experts for innovative
[T busmess
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Around 80 companies participated from Pakistan—mostly startup-related firms. A massive
Pakistan pavilion attracted visitors during the moot. Pakistan governmentis in talks with payment
gateways PayPal and Stripe to help I'T professionals and freelancers transfer their funds to the
South Asian country, said a senior official

he recently concluded Gitex Global moot
is an initiative launched by Dubai's govern-
ment to bring together innovators, business
leaders, startup owners and investors with
an aim to explore innovative economic solutions and
showcase the world’s latest technology. In its 43rd
edition, Gitex Global has attracted some 180,000
tech executives and investors from 180 countries.

The event focused on the opportunity presented
by large infrastructure projects needed across Afri-
ca to know how venture capital funds are navigating
the evolving investment landscape and the burgeon-
ing prominence of digital assets in shaping the future
financial landscape.

Around 80 companies participated from Pali-
stan—mostly startup-related firms. A massive Paki-
stan pavilion attracted visitors during the moot. Pa-
kistan government is in talks with payment gateways
PayPal and Stripe to help IT professionals and free-
lancers transfer their funds to the South Asian coun-
try, said a senior official.

Thﬁepaymcnlgalcwa}vsama'umlﬁnﬂmPa—
kistani companies that provide IT services to foreign
companies and freelancers to transfer their hard-
earned funds to their accounts in Pakistan. These
gateways currently don’t provide this service to Paki-

The biggest challenge for IT professionals and
freelancers is to bring money into Pakistan. So we
need companies like PayPal, Stripe and other en-
tities. We are pursuing them and have submitted a
business case,” Dr Umar Saif, caretaker Federal
Minister for IT and telecommunications in Pakistan,
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told Khaleej Times in an interview on the sidelines
of the Gitex Global at Dubai World Trade Centre.
From October 16 to 20, more than 6,000 local, re-
gional and international companies and start-ups ex-
hibited their products. As many as 27 companies and

He said Systems is a “proud
Pakistani company” and
represents the country globally,
taking advantage of its human
capital. He was confident that
many other companies are
doing the same, which is
leading to a robust ecosystem
in the South Asian nation

over 4 start-ups from Pakistan exhibited at Gitex.

Pakistan is one of the “fastest growing hidden
treasures in IT” and its companies, including those
exhibiting at Gitex Global 2023, are “hungry for
growth”, said Systems Limited CEO Asif Peer.

Speaking at a session titled ‘Strengthening Ties,
Unlocking Potential: Exploring New Horizons in
Middle East Partnerships for Innovation’, Peer said
“whichever company you meet in our Pakistan pa-
vilion, you will see that hunger and passion” from a
country that has huge potential for tech growth.

Noting that Pakistan's CAGR for IT export
growth is about 37% year-on-year, he said the coun-
try is one of the most vibrant destinations for IT ser-
vices and outsourcing, boasting “high quality engi-
neers at a price point which no one can beat”.

He said Systems is a “proud Pakistani compa-
ny” and represents the country globally, taking ad-
vantage of its human capital. He was confident that
many other companies are doing the same to lead to
a robust ecosystem in the South Asian nation.

According to Peer, the Palistan startup commu-
nity has been growing tremendously as “a lot of use
cases emerge all across the board because of a popu-
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lation of 240 million people we need to serve.” “Any
innovation that we do locally... any use case that we
come up with we can replicate to large countries be-
cause we have a complexity we have addressed.”

Peer also commented on Al, a major theme at
GITEX this year. He said Al is not limited to the
public or private sector but will be one of the building
blocks for all organisations, as it is no longer an “op-
tional component”. He said CIOs and CEQOs, who
once spoke about digital transformation, are now
talking about Al transformation. Peer was joined
on stage by Taha Hashmi, Vice President of Global
Markets and Strategy at tech company Exage. He fo-
cused on the fact that Pakistan has one of the highest
youth populations in the world - 61 million young
people, more than entire countries in Europe - with
231 universities producing 30,000 STEM graduates
a year.

“Qur responsibilities as leaders in the tech indus-
try is to evangelize that talent, train them and give
them opportunities,” he said. He added that Paki-

smanagcdsernocsmgmmtmgomgmb:gmw
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ing at the fastest rate globally because companies in
North America and Europe are looking “for their
mid- to low-value tasks and some of their high end
upper stack tasks to be automated and to be conduct-
ed out of a market where they can realise better cost
efficiency and operational execution.”

“So, the opportunity for us, as we are in GITEX
and also representing Pakistan, is .” He
also spoke about the importance of digital equity,
through which it could be possible to “ensure that
economic prosperity is applicable to everybody”. m
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pay and protections against artificial in-

telligence (AI) exploitation. As the film-
ing of films and TV shows has shut down, the
protesting actors are instead working at restau-
rants to make ends meet. But not everybody.

An Al company contacted actors living in Los
Angeles, California, likenesses to participate in
an ‘Al research project’ under which emotions
and expressions of actors would be captured,
and their digital likeness created for use in virtu-
al avatars. The company, Realeyes, offered $150
an hour for at least two hours of work. Earning
$300 for a two-hourjob isn't a bad deal, especially
when pickings are slim currently in Hollywood.

An actor who participated in this project re-
vealed that their digital likeness was being used
to train Meta’s virtual avatars, a feature the com-
pany has been trying to polish and improve for a
revealing long time. Meta’s virtual avatars in the
past have been called outdated and compared to
1990s graphics and often turned into memes.

Meta also recently launched a slew of Al bots
that would have digital avatars of celebrities like
Tom Brady and Snoop Dogg. The Information
reported that the company has paid celebrities up
to $5 million each for six hours work.

While the SAG-AFTRA, which represents
over 150,000 actors, doesn't want filmmakers
and producers (AMPTP) not to use actors’ dig-
ital likenesses, all they want is informed consent
and fair compensation when an actor's digital
likeness is used, or their performance is changed
using AL

The use of digital likenesses in deep fakes
is also a contentious issue in the industry. Tom
Hanks' deep fake was used earlier this month in
an advertisement for a dental company. The actor
later clarified that he had nothing to do with it.

While Realeyes mentioned that the Al like-
ness of participating actors will not be used for
any commercial purposes and does not qualify as
‘struck work,’ the unnamed actor who took part
in the project said they had to sign away certain
rights “in perpetuity” for technologies and use
cases that may not yet exist, said the report.

housands of television and film actors
have been on strike demanding better

in no way affiliated with the AMPTP,” relayed
Realeyes in a survey on Surveymonkey.com.
“Realeyes strongly adheres to the ethical use of
Al technology, and we are fully compliant with
all global data privacy acts — this is a matter we
take very seriously.”

Neither Meta nor Realeyes are involved in the
strike, but their Al project poses the question:
How protected are actors against misusing their
digital likenesses?

Realeyes did not confirm if the study was in
collaboration with Meta, but the two compa-
nies have collaborated on previous projects. Last
month, a research team commissioned by Meta
and led by Realeyes experimented to understand
user attention in different digital environments.

Given how technological advancements so of-
ten build upon one another, not to mention how
quickly the field of artificial intelligence is evolv-
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Meta engages

actors in A

bypassing Hollywood
protesters

USA - HOLLYWOOD STRIKES

An Al company contacted actors living in Los Angeles, California,
likenesses to participate in an ‘Al research project’ under which
emotions and expressions of actors would be captured, and their
digital likenesses created for use in virtual avatars. The company,
Realeyes, offered $150 an hour for at least two hours of work.
Earning $300 for a two-hour job isn’tabad deal, especially when
pickings are slim currently in Hollywood

ing, experts point out that there's only so much
these companies can truly promise.

All this leaves actors, struggling after three
months of limited to no work, primed to accept
the terms from Realeyes and Meta—and, inten-
tionally or not, to affect all actors, whether or not
they choose to engage with Al

This was an issue long before Al, but Al has
amplified the concern. Generative Al in partic-

Meta also recently launched a
slew of Al bots that would have
digital avatars of celebrities like
Tom Brady and Snoop Dogg.
The Information reported that
the company has paid celebri-
ties up to $5 million each for six
hours of work

ular makes it easy to create realistic replicas of
anyone by training algorithms on existing data,
like photos and videos of the person. The more
data that is available, the easier it is to create a
realistic image. This has a particularly large effect
on performers.

Some actors have been able to monetize the

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

characteristics that make them unique. James
Earl Jones, the voice of Darth Vader, signed off
on the use of archived recordings of his voice so
that AT could continue to generate it for future
Star Wars films. Meanwhile, de-aging Al has
allowed Harrison Ford, Tom Hanks, and Robin
Wright to portray younger versions of themselves
on screen. Metaphysic Al, the company behind
the de-aging technology, recently signed a deal
with Creative Artists Agency to put generative Al
to use for its artists.

But many deepfakes, or images of fake events
created with deep-learning Al, are generated with-
out consent. Earlier this month, Hanks posted on
Instagram that an ad purporting to show him pro-
moting a dental plan was not him.

The Al landscape is different for noncelebrities.
Background actors are increasingly being asked to
undergo digital body scans on set, where they have
little power to push back or even get clarity on how
those scans will be used in the future. Studios say
that scans are used primarily to augment crowd
scenes, which they have been doing with other tech-
nology in postproduction for years—but according
to SAG representatives, once the studios have cap-
tured actors’ likenesses, they reserve the rights to
use them forever. (There have already been multi-
ple reports from voice actors that their voices have
appeared in video games other than the ones they
were hired for. m
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second guarter of 2023 (April-June 2023),
according to which 106,476,032 wvideos
have been remowved globally on account of not ad-
hering to the policies of this social media platform.

During this period, a total of 106,476,032 vid-
eos were removed globally, as per the report, which
accounts for approximately 0.7% of all videos up-
loaded to TikTok. Out of these, 66,440,775 videos
were removed through automated systems, while
6,750,002 videos were restored after review.

In Pakistan, 14,141,581 videos were removed
for violating Community Guidelines in the second
quarter of 2023. Alongside addressing Community
Guidelines violations, TikTok proactively targeted
spam accounts and associated content, taking pre-
ventive measures to curb the creation of automated
spam accounts.

During this period, 83.6% of the violent videos
in Pakistan were removed before anyone could view
them, and approximately 92.5% of them were elim-
inated within a day. The proactive removal rate for
this quarter stood at 98.6%.

Globally, TikTok also removed 18,823,040 ac-
counts suspected to belong to users under the age of
13, prioritising the safety of young users.

TikTok utilizes a combination of innovative
technology and human review to identify, assess,
and take action against content that violates its
Community Guidelines. The quarterly release of
the Community Guidelines Enforcement Report
provides insights into the volume and nature of re-
moved content and accounts, ensuring full transpar-
ency.

Globally, TikTok also removed 18,823,040 ac-
counts suspected to belong to users under the age of
13, emphasising the safety of young users.

TikTok employs a combination of advanced
technology and human review to identify, evaluate,
and take action against content that breaches its
Community Guidelines.

In Indonesia, social media app TikTok is sus-
pending its online shopping service to comply with
new rules in South East Asia's biggest economy.

The country’s government says the regulations
are aimed to help protect local physical and online
retailers.

Indonesia was the first country to pilot the app’s
e-commerce service in 2021 and became one of the
‘biggest markets for TikTok shops.

Recently, Indonesia announced regulations that
would force TikTok to split its shopping feature from
the popular video-sharing service in the country.

Announcing the measures, Indonesia’s trade
minister Zulkifli Hasan said: “Now, e-commerce
cannot become social media. It is separated.”

He also told social media platforms they had a
week to comply with the new rules or risk losing
their licence to operate in the country.

The announcement came after Indonesia’s Pres-
ident JokoWidodo said last month: “We need to
be careful with e-commerce. It can be very good if
there are regulations but can turn bad if there aren’t
any regulations.”

“QOur priority is to remain compliant with local
laws and regulations,” TikTok said in a statement.

“As such, we will no longer facilitate e-commerce
transactions in TikTok Shop Indonesia,” it added.

Online retailing in Indonesia has soared in re-
cent years. The value of e-commerce sales will have
increased more than sixfold between 2018 and next
year to hit 680 trillion Indonesian rupiah ($44bn;
£36.5bn), according to the country’s central bank.

TikTok Shop has been growing its market share
since its launch two years ago in Indonesia’s online
shopping market, which is dominated by platforms
such as Tokopedia, Shopee and Lazada.

The country of more than 278 million people is
home to 125 million TikTok users. That includes 6
million sellers and millions more creators who earn
money using TikTok Shop to promote goods.

In June, the company’s chief executive ShouZi
Chew visited Indonesia, pledging to invest billions
of dollars in the region over the next three to five
years.

ikTok has released its latest Commmunity
Guidelines Enforcement Report for the
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TiK'ToK removes

14 million Pakistani
videos for violating
guidelines

removed before anyone could view them, and approximately
92.5% of them were eliminated within a day. The proactive
removal rate for this quarter stood at 98.6%

The growth of online retailers has had a major
impact on the owners of physical shops such as Suk-
mamalingga, which has had a store selling Muslim
clothing such as kaftans at Tanah Abang Market in
Jakarta for nine years.

“None of my customers from regions in Indone-
sia shop anymore, even though I often send photos
of new models of clothes,” he told BBC News In-
donesia.

Government figures show there are more than
64 million smaller businesses - known as micro,
small and medium enterprises - which account for
almost two-thirds of Indonesia’s economy.
TikTok, which has come scrutiny under in the TS,
European Union and the UK, where Parliament
has banned the app from its network over security
concerns.

Globally, TikTok also removed
18,823,040 accounts suspected
to belong to users under the age

of 13, prioritising the safety of

young users

In the USA, some 47% of respondents to the
two-day poll, which concluded recently, said they
at least somewhat supported “banning the social
media application, TikTok, from use in the United
States,” while 36% opposed a ban and 17% said they
didn't know.

Fifty-eight percent of Republicans favoured
a ban, compared to 47% of Democrats, the poll

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

showed. The survey also revealed deep worries
among Americans about China’s global influence at
a time when U.5.-China relations have fallen to their
lowest point in decades. Close to half of American
adults support a ban on the Chinese-owned social
media app TikTok, according to a new Reuters/Ip-
sos survey that also asked questions about national
security concerns and China.

TikTok, owned by Chinese tech giant ByteD-
ance and used by tens of millions of Americans, has
faced calls from U.S. lawmakers for a nationwide
ban over concerns about possible Chinese govern-
ment influence.

TikTok said in a statement that more than 130
million Americans, including 5 million U.5. busi-
nesses, actively use TikTok to earn a living, engage
in the classroom, and find commumnity.

“We've taken unprecedented actions to safe-
guard protected U.S. user data, and we will continue
working to build a safe, secure, and inclusive plat-
form to ensure the positive experience of our users
in every corner of the country,” a TikTok spokes-
person said.

Efforts to give the Biden administration new
powers to ban TikTok have stalled in Congress. Last
month U.S. lawmakers said they were considering
changes to address concerns about the bill.

Still, the issue could become a focus for Repub-
licans in the 2024 U.S. presidential campaign, with
some candidates backing a TikTok ban.

Former President Donald Trump in 2020 sought
to bar new downloads of TikTok but a series of
court decisions blocked the ban from taking effect.

Florida governor and presidential candidate Ron
DeSantis have said he favours some form of a na-
tional ban on the app. =
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Will ChatGPT’s

hallucinations be
allowed to ruin your life?

That’s according to several people suing the biggest Al
companies. But chatbot makers hope to avoid liability, and
a string of legal threats has revealed how easy it might be
for companies to wriggle out of responsibility for allegedly

defamatory chatbot responses

hat if an AI chatbot accused

you of doing something terrible?

When bots make mistakes, the

false claims can ruin lives, and
the legal questions around these issues remain
murky.

That’s according to several people suing the
biggest Al companies. But chatbot makers hope
to avoid liability, and a string of legal threats has
revealed how easy it might be for companies to
wriggle out of responsibility for allegedly defam-
atory chatbot responses.

Earlier this year, an Australian regional may-
or, Brian Hood, made headlines by becoming the
first person to accuse ChatGPT’s maker, OpenAl,
of defamation. Few seemed to notice when Hood
resolved his would-be landmark Al defamation
case out of court this spring, but the quiet con-
clusion to this much-covered legal threat offered
a glimpse of what could become a go-to strategy
for Al companies seeking to avoid defamation
lawsuits.

It was mid-March when Hood first discovered
that OpenAl’s ChatGPT was spitting out false re-
sponses to user prompts, wrongly claiming that
Hood had gone to prison for bribery. Hood was
alarmed. He had built his political career as a
whistleblower exposing corporate misconduct,
but ChatGPT had seemingly garbled the facts,
fingering Hood as a criminal. He worried that
the longer ChatGPT was allowed to repeat these
false claims, the more likely it was that the chat-
bot could ruin his reputation with voters.

Hood asked his lawyer to give OpenAl an
ultimatum: Remove the confabulations from
ChatGPT within 28 days or face a lawsuit that
could become the first to prove that ChatGPT’s
mistakes—often called “hallucinations”™ in the AT
field—are capable of causing significant harms.

We now know that OpenAl chose the first

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

option. By the end of April, the company had
filtered the false statements about Hood from
ChatGPT. Hood’s lawyers told Ars that Hood
was satisfied, dropping his legal challenge and
considering the matter settled.

Al companies watching this case play out
might think they can get by doing as OpenAl did.
Rather than building perfect chatbots that never
defame users, they could simply warn users that
content may be inaccurate, wait for content take-
down requests, and then filter out any false in-
formation—ideally before any lawsuits are filed.

The only problem with that strategy is the
time it takes between a person first discovering
defamatory statements and the moment when
tech companies filter out the damaging informa-
tion—if the companies take action at all.

For Hood, it was a month, but for others, the
timeline has stretched on much longer. That has
allegedly put some users in uncomfortable situa-
tions that grew so career-threatening that they're
now demanding thousands or even millions of
dollars in damages from two of today’s Al giants.

In July, Maryland-based Jeffery Battle sued
Microsoft, alleging that he lost millions and that
his reputation was ruined after he discovered that
Bing Search and Bing Chat were falsely label-
ling him a convicted terrorist. That same month,
Georgia-based Armed America Radio host Mark
Walters sued OpenAl, claiming that ChatGPT
falsely stated that he had been charged with em-
bezzlement.

Unlike Hood, Walters made no attempt to get
ChatGPT's allegedly libellous claims about him
removed before filing his lawsuit. In Walters’
view, libel laws don't require ChatGPT users to
take any extra steps to inform OpenAl about de-
famatory content before filing claims. Walters is
hoping the court will agree that if OpenAl knows
its product is generating responses that defame

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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people, it should be held liable for publishing de-
famatory statements.

Recently, OpenAl has moved to dismiss Wal-
ters’ claims, but Walters is not giving up that eas-
ily. Initially seeking more than $75,000 in damag-
es, Walters amended his complaint in September,
hoping to convince the court to keep his case
alive and asking the court to determine actual
damages at trial.

Walters’ lawyer, John Monroe, previously
told Ars that “it is irresponsible” for OpenAl “to
unleash a platform on the public that knowingly
makes false statements about people.”

Experts told Ars that building AT products
that proactively detect and filter out defamato-
ry statements has proven extremely challenging.
There is currently no perfect filter that can detect
every false statement, and today's chatbots are
still fabricating information (although GPT-4 has
been less likely to confabulate than its predeces-
sors). This summer, OpenAl CEO Sam Altman
could only offer a vague promise that his compa-
ny would take about two years to “get the hallu-
cination problem to a much, much better place,”
Fortune reported.

To some Al companies grappling with chat-
bot backlash, it may seem easier to avoid sink-
ing time and money into building an imperfect
general-purpose defamation filter (if such a thing
is even possible) and to instead wait for requests
to moderate defamatory content or perhaps pay
fines.

But for bigger companies like OpenAl and
Microsoft (which has a large stake in OpenAl),
Walters’ and Battle's cases show that dealing
with defamation claims is already not this simple.
And although there’s no telling yet what defence
Microsoft may raise against Battle—last week,
Microsoft requested more time to respond to Bat-
tle’s complaint, hoping to delay until December
18— Walters’ case recently prompted OpenAl
to evolve its legal strategy against defamation
claims. In its motion to dismiss Walters’ case,
OpenAl denied that ChatGPT’s outputs could
ever legally be considered libel—because nothing
ChatGPT says could ever be considered a “pub-
lication.”

Anti-defamation laws, also called defama-
tion or libel laws, differ by state. Walters filed his
lawsuit in Georgia, and for Walters to succeed

The only problem with that
strategy is the time it takes
between a person first
discovering defamatory
statements and the moment
when tech companies filter out
the damaging information—if
the companies take action at all

there, he has to prove that (1) OpenAl (through
ChatGPT) published false and defamatory state-
ments, (2) those defamatory statements were
communicated to a third party, (3) OpenAl was
at fault in publishing those false statements, and
(4) Walters was harmed. Because OpenAl consid-
ers Walters, as a nationally syndicated talk show
host, a public figure, he may also have to prove
that OpenAl published the allegedly defamato-
ry statements with actual malice. (In a response
to OpenAl's motion to dismiss his case filed last
week, Walters argued that OpenAl must convince
a jury that he is a public figure, but regardless, he
alleged that OpenAl did exhibit actual malice.)
The first hurdle, OpenAl claims, is perhaps
the most important. Although at first glance it
appears to be met—because Walters has alleged
that ChatGPT made statements falsely claim-
ing that he was a criminal—OpenAl argues that
ChatGPT doesn't actuoally “publish” anything.
Instead, ChatGPT generates “draft content.”
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n October 27, 2022, the world’s richest
man, Elon Musk, officially took owner-
ship of Twitter Inc., tweeting, “The bird

is freed.” Shortly thereafter commenced
the firing of top executives, a series of confrover-
sial layoffs (about half of its 7,500 staff) and the re-
branding of one of the world’s best-known brands
tD t:x_n

Launched in Silicon Valley in 2006, Twit-
ter started out as a microblogging platform that
allowed users to share 140-character posts, or
“tweets.” By December 2022, Twitter had over
368 million active users worldwide, according to
data from eMarketer/Insider Intelligence, and was
credited with facilitating social protest movements
from the Arab Spring and Black Lives Matter to the
#MeToo movement.

Twritter is by no means the biggest social media
platform in terms of the number of active users —
it trails Meta’s Facebook and Instagram and others
by far — but it has long punched above its weight
in terms of influence. Political leaders, companies,
news media organizations, journalists and celebri-
ties have all used the platform to communicate and
brand-build among a largely media-savvy global

Before closing his $44 billion deal to buy Twit-
ter, Musk proclaimed the platform served as “the de
facto public town square” and questioned its com-
mitment to freedom of speech. “Failing to adhere
to free speech principles fundamentally undermines
democracy. What should be done?” Musk asked his
tens of millions of followers.

Former project manager Esther Crawford, who
wrote online about her experience, said Musk re-
placed the company’s family atmosphere with a
climate of fear.

She described Musk as audacious but “moody,”
surrounding himself with “yes men” and making

In July, Musk did away with Twitter’s global-
ly recognised bird logo and changed the platform’s
name to X.

In the months following his takeover, Musk
gutted content moderation, restored accounts of
previously banned extremists, and allowed users to
purchase account verification, helping them profit
from wviral — but often inaccurate -- posts.

Musk defended such changes in the name of free
speech. He disabled features put in place to prevent
users from being duped by false claims and put in
new systems that encourage their spread, according
to nonprofit fact-checking website PolitiFact.

Steps taken by Musk at X “have sparked in-
creased sharing of misinformation and hate
speech,” PolitiFact said in a report, echoing an
array of groups tracking toxic comtent on social
media. The fast-evolving Israel-Hamas conflict has
been seen as one of the first real tests of Musk’s ver-
sion of the platform during a major crisis. For many
experts, the results confirm their worst fears: that
changes have made it a challenge to discern truth
from fiction.

The fast-evolving Israel-Hamas
conflict has been seen as one
of the first real tests of Musk’s

version of the platform during a

major crisis. For many experts,
the results confirm their worst
fears: that changes have made
it a challenge to discern truth

from fiction

“It is sobering, though not surprising, to see
Musk’s reckless decisions exacerbate the informa-
tion crisis on Twitter surrounding the already trag-
ic Israel-Hamas conflict,” Nora Benavidez, senior
counsel at the watchdog Free Press, told AFP.

This month the European Commission an-
nounced an investigation mto X for alleged dissem-
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Twitter is by no means the biggest social media platform in terms
of the number of active users — it trails Meta’s Facebook and
Instagram and others by far — but it has long punched above its
weight in terms of influence. Political leaders, companies, news
media organizations, journalists and celebrities have all used
the platform to communicate and brand-build among a largely

media-savvy global community

ination of bogus information and terrorist content
regarding the conflict between Israel and Hamas.

X chief executive Linda Yaccarino has signalled
that the platform is serious about trust and safety.
Still, researchers have woiced pessimism, saying
the site has abandoned efforts to elevate top news
sources.

Over the past year, the platform’s advertising
business partially collapsed as marketers soured on
X.

Insider Intelligence forecasts that X will finish
2023 with $2.98 billion in ad revemue, compared to
$4.14 billion in 2022.

Musk early this vear said the company's value
had more than halved to $20 billion, and some esti-
mates place it even lower.

Musk started charging for features once free at
Twitter, such as blue tick marks originally intended
as badges of authenticity, in an effort to make mon-

And X recently started charging new users in
New Zealand and the Philippines for basic features
such as posting messages in a trial aimed at reduc-
ing spam.

Musk has suggested charging all X users, but the
idea was widely panned. Industry analysts said it
would make X even less appealing to advertisers.

“X’s wounds are almost entirely self-inflicted,”
Insider Intelligence analyst Jasmine Enberg told
AFP.

“Musk’s treatment of the platform as a technol-
ogy he could remake in his vision, rather than as a

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

social network powered by people and ad dollars,
is the single largest cause of advertiser exodus, user
decline and loss of its place as a central hub for

news.”

While speaking at a recent tech conference, Yac-
carino estimated the number of daily active X users
at 225 million, a drop of more than 10 percent from
when Musk bought the company.

Twitter quitters have become a diaspora of sorts,
spread across Mastodon, Bluesky, Threads and oth-
er platforms in search of a new social media home.

Extreme right-wing content has meanwhile
flourished at X.

Musk reinstated former president Donald
Trump's account and did away with a team devoted
to fighting misinformation about elections.

Former Fox News host Tucker Carlson, known
for radical conservative opinions, launched a show
on X after being fired from the television station.

Catering to the more mainstream right, Musk
hosted and streamed interviews with Republican
US presidential hopeful Ron DeSantis and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

In September, Musk took on the German gov-
ernment. He shared a call to vote for the far-right
populist Alternative for Germany (AfDD) suggesting
that Europe is being overrun by refugees and the
German government is to blame, as it finances the
rescue of migrants in the Mediterranean Sea. “Is
the German public aware of this?” Musk tweeted.
To this, the official account of the German Foreign
Office responded, “Yes, it's called saving lives.” m

| OCTOBER 15 - NOYEMBER 15, 2023



EVENT | FLARE REPORT ]

Free download: flare.pk

Business Neaws Magazine

PTCL Group partners with Fvam for
enhanced customer experiences

TCL Group (PTCL & Ufone 4G), Paki-

stan’s leading telecommunications and

ICT services provider, has partnered with
Evam, a leading Martech platform for creating re-
al-time, cross-channel customer experience. This
collaboration underlines the Group's unwavering
dedication to providing its customers with the
best communication services and to take forward
Pakistan’s digital transformation.

PTCL Group will be introducing new cus-
tomer experiences and products with support
from Evam’s next-gen real-time engine. This cut-
ting-edge technology will ensure seamless expe-
riences across all digital and telco touch points.
Evam will empower the Group's business partners
to leverage real-time data, along with profiles and
Al models to deliver a superior experience. This
will increase customer satisfaction, boost reve-
nues and enhance customer loyalty. The project

will be delivered through a collaboration between
Evam’s professional services team and their ex-

clusive partner for Pakistan, Techfinity.
sP evam
wHone 5
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Jafar Khalid, Group Chief Technology and In-
formation Officer for PTCL &Ufone 4G, shared
thoughts on the partnership, stating: “This alli-
ance between PTCL Group and Evam enhances

our customer engagement strategies, aiming to
provide a tailored experience for every custom-
er, thereby delivering outstanding value. We trust
that teaming up with Evam will enable us to bet-
ter understand and serve our customers, ultimate-
ly leading to stronger and lasting relationships.”

Chief Executive Officer, EvamDorukMutlu,
said: “As the CEO of Evam, | am deeply honored
by the trust PTCL Group has placed in our com-
pany’s capabilities. ] am committed to working
closely with our dedicated leadership team to not
only meet but exceed their expectations. In tan-
dem with this project, we are excited to announce
our increased investments in Pakistan.

‘We are also proud to unveil our plans to es-
tablish a local center of excellence in collabora-
tion with our partner, Techfinity, to better serve
our valued customers in Pakistan and around the
world.” m

PTCL partners with Nokia to
transform its optical ultra long-haul
network to deliver 15T capacity

TCL Group has announced its collaboration

with Nokia to transform its nationwide op-

tical ultra long-haul network to deliver an
astounding 15 Terabits per second (15T) capacity,
setting a new benchmark for network scalability
and performance in Pakistan.

In addition, at a grand handshake ceremony
during GITEX Technology Week 2023 in Dubai, Ja-
far Khalid, Group Chief Technologyé Information
Officer of PTCL & Ufone 4G; and Roque Lozano,
Senior Vice President of Network Infrastructure,
Nokia MEA, announced further strengthening of
the two companies’ long-term strategic collabora-
tion to explore future technologies and use-cases
toward a sustainable future for the people of Paki-
stan.
Jafar Khalid, Group Chief Technology & Infor-

mation Officer, PTCL & Ufone 4G, said, “As the
world continues to experience an exponential surge
in data consumption, the importance of high-ca-
pacity solutions and agile networks, coupled with
efforts to reduce carbon emissions, takes center

optel

NO<IA

foneT

stage in shaping a sustainable digital future. PTCL
Group has therefore strengthened its strategic col-
laboration with Nokia to benefit from its 5th Gen-
eration Super-Coherent Photonic Service Engine
(PSE-Vs) and CDC-F ROADM Technology to de-
liver 400G per lambda on its long-haul.”

Roque Lozano, Senior Vice President, Network
Infrastructure, Nokia MEA, said, “The collabora-
tion between Nokia and PTCL Group stands as an
example of how collaborative efforts can effective-
ly address the global challenge of managing expo-
nential data growth while embracing eco-friendly
practices. This collaboration underlines our com-
mitment to providing rock-solid advanced solutions
that not only enhance connectivity, but also play a
pivotal role in building anultra-resilient, sustainable
digital future for all.” =

PTCL Group pts d [Hat hybrid

cloud solutions to power digitalization
and deliver cloud-native services

TCL Group announced that it is leveraging
Red Hat OpenShift, the industry’s leading
hybrid cloud application platform powered
by Kubernetes and Red Hat Application Founda-
tions. These are a comprehensive set of compo-
nents for developing and modernizing software to
strengthen the Group’s digitalization ambitions.
Red Hat OpenShift provides a cloud-native,
unified application platform that enables organi-
zations to quickly build, deploy, run and manage
applications across a hybrid cloud. The Red Hat
deployment fulfills PTCL. Group’s technology
requirements for moving to microservices-based
applications. Its new OpenShift-based platform is
capable of scaling horizontally in a cross-cloud ar-
chitectural approach, spreading across on-premises
and other cloud providers including major hyper-
scalers such as AWS, Azure, Google Cloud, etc.
Commenting on the collaboration, Group

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Chief Technology & Information Officer, PTCL
& Ufone 4G Jafar Khalid said, “By embracing this
innovative platform, Red Hat Application Founda-
tions on Red Hat OpenShift, the Group is poised
to transform its legacy architecture, enhance its fu-
ture readiness, reduce operational costs, and deliver
state-of-the-art services to its customers. The collab-
oration with Red Hat, a leading provider of enter-

&8 RedHat optel | wone s

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

prise open-source solutions, helps position PTCL
Group at the forefront of the industry and enables
the adoption of industry best practices like Con-
timuous Integration and Continuous Deployment
(CI / CD) and Open API Gateway. Beyond PTCL
Group, this initiative contributes to Pakistan’s dig-
ital transformation and seeks to foster greater au-
tomation and agility, ultimately driving progress,
inmovation and growth.”

Speaking on the collaboration, AyvhamAlzaaim,
Regional Director Telco, Media &Entertainment,
Middle East, Turtkey and Africa, Red Hat, said,
“Red Hat is pleased to support PTCL Group with
its ambitions to deliver new services and better ex-
periences ahead of the curve for its customers. With
Red Hat, PTCL Group gains greater flexibility and
consistency for developing, scaling, and enhancing
the security of applications with extended interop-
erability across clouds.” =
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Mobilink Bank signs MoU with HRSG to pro-
vide financial services to their employees

[slamabad: Mobilink Bank
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
HRSG, a globally renowned
service provider. This collabo-
rative agreement strives to ex-
tend financial services to
HRSG employees, showcas-
ing the Bank's dedication to
improving the economic well-
being of these individuals and
supporting their financial as-
pirations.This  partnership
also highlights Mobilink
Bank's broader commitment
to working with organizations
across Pakistan to contribute
to the nation's economic
growth, By fostering strategic
partnerships with like-minded
entities, the Bank actively par-
ticipates in the global initiative
to strengthen Pakistan's eco-
nomic standing.

Mobilink Bank is part of
the VEON group, a global
digital operator that provides
converged connectivity and
online services across seven

countries. As part of its digital
operator strategy, VEON is
transforming people's lives by
creating opportunities for in-
creased digital inclusion and

ments of HRSG employees,
effectively turning them into
borrowers and future clients.
These offerings encompass
Housing Finance, Commer-

by driving economic growth
across countries that are home

to more than 8% of the
world's population.

Under this collaborative
endeavour, Mobilink Bank is
offering a wide range of serv-
ices designed to cater to the

multifaceted financial require-

cial Vehicle Loan, Salary Pen-
sion Loan, Gold Loan,
Corporate Enterprise Solu-
tions, Payroll Solutions, De-
posit Banking (Free Banking
Services and Business Plus
Account), along with Health
Insurance facilities.

Sharing his thoughts at the

signing ceremony, Ghazanfar
Azzam, President & CEO
Mobilink Bank said, “By ex-
tending the Bank's premium
financial services to HRSG
employees, we are not only so-
lidifying their financial secu-
rity but also contributing to
their long-term prosperity.
With HRSG's extensive pres-
ence in Pakistan and foreign
countries, we foresee a path to
mutual growth and shared
success that will resonate
throughout the industry. We
are committed to unlocking
new opportunities and setting
standards for excellence to-
wards financial sustenance.”
Sadaf Hatif, CEQO HRSG
Outsourcing said: “In Mo-
bilink Bank, we see a partner
who shares our dedication to
excellence and employee well-
being. Their reputation for re-
liability and customer-centric
approach resonates with our
core values. This collabora-
tion will open up new avenues

for our employees to access
premium financial services
and enjoy greater convenience
in managing their
finances.We are thrilled to
partner with Mobilink Bank,
as this partnership empowers
both individuals and organi-
zations, driving economic
growth in Pakistan,”

Mobilink Bank is dedi-
cated to empowering individ-
uals and businesses. Whether
it's providing microenterprise
loans or advanced corporate
solutions, offering innovative
banking services, or special-
ized business accounts, the
Bank is more than just a fi-
nancial institution; it's a dedi-
cated partner on the journey
toward financial success. In
its relentless pursuit of excel-
lence, Mobilink Bank is not
only championing inclusivity
but also actively shaping a
more prosperous and accessi-
ble financial ecosystem for
all.m

Financial strength & resilience: PTCL Group
dispels false speculations on U Bank

Islamabad: PTCL Group,
the largest ICT services
provider in Pakistan refutes all
claims and rumors regarding
the financial health of U Mi-
crofinance Bank (Ubank) its
wholly-owned subsidiary.
Ubank is Pakistan's fastest-
growing microfinance bank
and one of the key players in
the banking industry, high-
lights a robust and unwavering
financial structure and has a
strong capital base,

Ubank enjoys strong and
positive backing from PTCL
Group, The bank has a paid-
up capital of PKR 4 billion,
PKR 1 billion as additional

Tier-1 capital and PKR 1.2 bil-
lion as Tier-2 capital from
PTCL. In addition to this, the
bank has also raised PKR 1 bil-
lion additional Tier-1 capital
from the market, The bank's
funding base continues to grow
on a regular basis with consis-
tent cash flows, deposits, lend-
ing, and capital influx,

Hatem Bamatraf, President
and Group CEQ, PTCL &
Ufone 4G and Chairman,
Board of Directors, U Microfi-
nance Bank, said: “Ubank has
always enjoyed strong backing
from PTCL Group. The bank
has demonstrated impressive
financial performance and pos-

itive growth trajectory; there-
fore, I would like to reiterate
that PTCL Group firmly
stands with the bank and reas-
sures the investors, customers
and shareholders of its contin-
ued support. Currently, we
don't foresee the need of any
equity injection in the bank but
are fully committed to meet
any future growth require-
ments,"”

The Incumbent President
& CEQ, U Microfinance Bank,
Mohamed Essa Al Taheri was
earlier associated with Ubank
as a Member of the Board of
Directors and has previously
worked with e Group as the

Group EVP Financial Policies
and Systems, In light of the on-
going developments, Al Taheri
states, “We want to address re-
cent rumors circulating on var-
ious platforms, regarding
UPaisa & U Microfinance
Bank's capital base. These
claims are entirely baseless and
unfounded. Ubank has a
strong and committed manage-
ment team and enjoys com-
plete support from its investors,
partners, stakeholders and cus-
tomers as the bank continues
to strive for growth and excel-
lence.”

PTCL is owned 62% by the
GoP and 26% by e& (formerly

Etisalat), whereas its sub-
sidiary U Bank came into exis-
tence in 2012 and since then
has only witnessed consistent
and unwavering growth. The
bank has steadily enhanced its
profitability as an institution
over the years, while signifi-
cantly increasing its presence
across multiple urban, as well
as rural regions of Pakistan.
Ubank and its wide network of
350+ branches is a testament
to the bank's commitment to
reaching the unbanked popula-
tion at the last mile while pro-
viding  wviable  financial
products and services to its
customers, ®

Zong signs MoU with LCCI to strengthen

Islamabad: Zong 4G signed
a Memorandum of Under-
standing {(MoU} with Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (LCCI) to revolu-
tionize the landscape of com-
munication and digitalization.

Through this strategic al-
liance, Zong 4G's Enterprise
Solutions will play a pivotal
role in meeting the evolving
communication needs of LCCI
and its esteemed members, as it
aims to foster collaboration and
synergies between LCCI and its
member companies, said a
news release,

Zong 4G official spokesper-
son expressed unwavering
commitment to advancing the

digitalization of Pakistan's cor-
porate sector.

He stated, *Together, Zong
4G and the LCC are dedicated

to building synergies that

would empower LCCI and its
member companies with com-

prehensive digital communica-
tion solutions.”
This collaboration promises

City’s business ecosystem

to enhance diversity and bring
cutting-edge technologies and

advancements. Leveraging
Zong Enterprise Solution’s ro-
bust data capabilities and state-

of-the-art technology, this part-
nership is poised to signifi-
cantly enhance the country's
digital landscape.

Kashif Anwar, President
LCCI highlighted the signifi-
cance of this collaborative ef-
fort during the MolU signing
ceremony, He said this partner-
ship holds great promise for en-
riching the corporate sector of
the city, harnessing the data
and state-of-the-art technology
prowess of Zong 4G, providing
unwavering support to LCCIL.

This collaboration under-
scores Zong 4G's unwavering
commitment to spearheading
and facilitating digital transfor-
mation for the industry.m
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JazzCash introduces free life & health
insurance for nano-loan customers

Islamabad: JazzCash in
partnership with EFU Life As-
surance Ltd has marked a sig-
nificant milestone by
introducing free life and health
insurance for nano-loan cus-
tomers. This initiative rede-
fines responsible lending
practices and ensures that indi-
viduals and families have ac-
cess to essential protection,
safeguarding their financial fu-
ture,

MNano-loans, like Jaz-
zCash's ReadyCash loan, play
a pivotal role in empowering
communities, These small,
short-term loans profoundly
impact individuals, small-scale
vendors, and micro-entrepre-
neurs, providing them access to
formal credit in line with our
financial inclusion goal. They
provide instant access to finan-
cial resources, enabling people
to meet emergency needs, seize
business opportunities, and
cope with unexpected ex-
penses. This can mean the dif-
ference between financial
stability and vulnerability for
many households,

While speaking at the sign-

ing ceremony, Aamir Aftab,
Chief Product Officer Jaz-
z(Cash, said, “At JazzCash, our
commitment lies in safeguard-
ing the best interests of our
customers. Responsible nano-
lending should offer immedi-
ate financial relief and provide
a safety net for the unforeseen
challenges life may bring. By
introducing free life and health
insurance to ReadyCash, we
are not just redefining lending;
we are protecting dreams, se-
curing futures, and prioritizing
our customers’ well-being
above all.”

Nilofer Sohail, DGM &
Head Channel Strategy from

EFU Life Assurance Ltd.,
said, “We are excited to mark
this significant milestone as we
enter into a partnership with
JazzCash to offer insurance in
conjunction with nano-lend-
ing. This groundbreaking col-
laboration will empower us to
extend our services to millions
of customers. By harnessing
the valuable insights we gather
through this initiative, we will
not only enhance our offerings
but also continually optimize
the customer journey. To-
gether, we are poised to rede-
fine the insurance experience
for our customers, ushering in
a new era of financial inclu-

sion and security.”

ReadyCash, the go-to solu-
tion for instant, short-term
loans via the JazzCash App or
USSD, simplifies how people
manage their financial needs,
With complimentary life and
health insurance, customers
are covered for unforeseen
macroeconomic shocks, em-
phasising JazzCash's commit-
ment to customer-centricity
and well-being.

With ReadyCash, cus-
tomers can avail short-term
loans for a maximum period of
eight weeks, The loan is easily
manageable and comes with a
low, non-compounding weekly
fee, which remains unchanged
throughout the 8-week period.
Once the loan reaches the 8-
week mark, the payable
amount remains constant and
unchanged. This means that
customers must pay back the
same amount regardless of
how much time has passed.
Through ReadyCash, cus-
tomers can confidently enjoy
the benefits of a short-term
loan without worrying about
escalating costs.m

Bank Alfalah partners with J.P. Morgan to launch
iInward remittances

Karachi: Bank Alfalah and
JP. Morgan Payments have
come together to form a strate-
gic engagement to empower in-
dividuals to experience real-time
transactions like never before
under JP. Morgan's Xpedite
Remit Service, an advanced
service that brings real-time
transactions to the forefront,
where speed, reliability, and cus-
tomer satisfaction take center
stage.

With this new strategic en-
gagement, Bank Alfalah, one of
the largest commercial banks in
Pakistan, brings lightning-fast
processing and competitive ex-
change rates for inward remit-

"BANK ALFALAR E

P MURGAR

tances. By leveraging Bank Al-
falah's robust infrastructure,
real-time transactions will be
brought to the forefront, where
speed, reliability, and customer
satisfaction take center stage. [n-
ward remittances are critical in
bolstering Pakistan's economy,
contributing significantly to its

foreign exchange reserves and
directly impacting its Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP). These
funds, transferred by overseas re-
mitters, help maintain Pakistan's
balance of payments, stabilize
the economy, and serve as a cru-
cial lifeline for countless fami-
lies, With this strategic

engagement with JP. Morgan
Payments, the bank is all set to
contimie its growth trajectory,
benefiting the communities and

Anf Bajwa, President and
CEQO at Bank Alfalah, said:
“Our relationship with J.P. Mor-
gan Payments will offer cus-
tomers unparalleled convenience
and security when receiving re-
mittances from across the world.
This strategic solution will trans-
form the process of handling in-
ward remittances in Pakistan,
We are excited to work with I.P
Morgan Payments to expand
Xpedite Remit into Pakistan, the
first-of-its-kind service in the
country.s

Fly Jinnah marks one year of exceptional air travel service

Karachi: Fly Jinnah, Pak-
istan's low-cost carrier, cele-
brated its first anniversary on
October 31, 2023, with a record
of exceptional service and re-
markable accomplishments.

On the occasion, a Fly Jin-
nah spokesperson stated that in
its inaugural year, Fly Jinnah
operated more than 4,370 do-
mestic  flights, connecting
major cities across Pakistan, in-
cluding Karachi, Lahore, Is-
lamabad, Peshawar, and
Quetta. The airline's focus on
operational excellence and cus-
tomer service has earned it the
top spot in flight punctuality
and consistency, as com-
mended by the Pakistan Civil

Aviation Authority (PCAA),
Fly Jinnah's low-cost busi-

A320 aircraft, the airline offers

the most spacious legroom of

ness model focuses on provid-
ing customers with added value
at each step of their journey.
With a modern fleet of Airbus

all economy cabins, ensuring
unparalleled comfort for its
passengers. The state-of-the-art
in-flight entertainment system

"Sky Time" enables passengers
to stream a wide range of enter-
tainment options, including
Urdu and Hollywood movies,
TV shows, games, audio,
music, and documentaries, Ad-
ditionally, Fly Jinnah enhances
the travel experience with its
delightful "Sky Café" onboard
menu, offering a diverse selec-
tion of delectable hot meals,
sandwiches, snacks, and bever-
ages.

Fly Jinnah's commitment
to convenience is evident in its
user-friendly mobile app, which
allows passengers to effortlessly
book flights, track their jour-
neys, and access other essential
services.s
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Pakistan assem-
bled more than
13.02m handsets

Lahore: Local manufactur-
ers of mobile phones have as-
sembled more than 13.02
million handsets. Local manu-
facturing plants assembled
21.94 million mobile handsets
during the calendar year 2022
compared to 24.66 million in
2021, i.e. registered a decline,
attributable to issues in imports
on account of restricting the
opening of letters of credit
(LCs).

Around 21.94 million mo-
bile handsets were assembled
during the calendar year 2022
— compared to 1.53 million
commercially imported
phones handsets, said the Pak-
istan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA).

The locally manufactured/
assembled 13.02 million mo-
bile phone handsets included
9.01 million 2G and 4.02 mil-
lion smartphones.=

Spotify’s RADAR
Program celebrates
one-year milestone

Lahore: Spotify's RADAR

Program highlights notable |

local music progress with the
RADAR Festival. In an effort
to assist up-and-coming musi-
cians, the initiative has given
producers access to a world-
wide platform, promoting their
work and helping artists grow
their following by offering cus-
tomized social media posts
and other marketing opportu-
nities.

During its first year,
RADAR Pakistan featured
four artists: Hasan Raheem,
Taha G, Maanu, and Hassan
& Roshaan. Their music was
highlighted on Spotify under
the ‘RADAR Pakistan 1 Year
Anniversary’ destination,
Global playlists, marketing
campaigns, and social media
material for the program now
sport a new graphic identity
that highlights artist showcases
and storytelling.m

Unity Foods explores
agricultural opportu-
nities

Karachi: The 7th Edition of
The Future Summit was princi-
pally sponsored by Unity Foods
Limited, a well-known agro-
products company that empha-
sized the substantial prospects
in Pakistan's agriculture indus-
try. CEO Farrukh Amin high-
lighted the industry’s potential
in the face of economic difficul-
ties, pointing to a decline in per
capita income as a result of
COVID-19 and flooding in
2022, which coincided with a
depreciation of the world cur-
rency, m
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Yadea partners with Road Prince to introduce

[slamabad: Yadea is proud
to announce a groundbreaking
partnership with Eiffel Indus-
tries Limited (Road Prince) to
manufacture and market elec-
tric scooters in Pakistan. This
collaboration aims to bring eco-
friendly and innovative electric
mobility solutions to the Pak-
istani consumer market, signifi-
cantly reducing traveling costs
for consumers.

Yadea, a brand renowned
for its commitment to sustain-
able transportation, is set to
make a significant impact on
the lives of Pakistani consumers
by providing a cost-effective al-
ternative to traditional gasoline-

electric scooters in

powered vehicles. Yadea electric
scooters are designed to offer a
highly efficient and economical
mode of transportation.
Electric bikes or scooters,

powered by rechargeable batter-
ies, have the distinct advantage
of being incredibly economical
to run. The cost of electricity re-
quired to charge these bikes is

Pakistan

significantly lower than the
petrol prices. This means that
Pakistani consumers can enjoy
substantial savings on their daily
commuting expenses.

Making remarks on this
partnership, Muhammad Adeel
Usman — Director of Opera-
tions said, "As we embark on
this transformative journey with
Yadea, our commitment to pro-
viding the people of Pakistan
with sustainable, cost-effective,
and innovative electric mobility
solutions is unwavering. To-
gether with Yadea, we are not
only opening the doors to a
cleaner, greener future but also
redefining the way Pakistan

moves. This partnership is a tes-
tament to our dedication to
progress, quality, and a brighter
tomorrow."

The partnership between
Yadea and Eiffel Industries
Limited (Road Prince) will see
the establishment of a network
of state-of-the-art 35 (Sales,
Service, and Spare Parts) deal-
erships across Pakistan, ensur-
ing easy access to Yadea's
electric bikes and providing top-
notch customer service. These
dealerships will serve as hubs of
expertise, offering a wide range
of electric scooter models to suit
the diverse needs of Pakistani
riders.m

TCL opens 4th flagship store in Lahore

Lahore: TCL  Pakistan

opened its 4th flagship store in
Lahore, located at Shadewal
Chowk in Johar Town. Commit-
ted to providing local consumers
with the utmost convenience and

premium shopping experiences,
TCL is celebrating this milestone
with flat 10% off — limited time
offer on its latest range of Mini
LED TVs, QLED TVs, UHD
TVs, AC soundbars, and compli-
mentary gifts.

Majid Khan Niazi, Head of

Marketing TCL Pakistan, ex-
pressed his enthusiasm for this
significant expansion, Ssaying,
“We are thrilled to extend our
footprint in Lahore with the
opening of our new store in

Johar Town. This expansion is a
testament to our dedication to
providing Pakistani consumers
with top-notch electronics and
home appliances. We look for-
ward to welcoming the commu-
nity and showcasing the latest in
TCL innovation and quality,”

Renowned worldwide for its
cutting-edge design, technology,
and exceptional product crafts-
manship, TCL stands as a global
market leader. The new TCL
store in Johar Town invites cus-
tomers to embark on a journey
of innovation and excellence.
Explore a wide range of prod-
ucts designed to elevate lifestyles,
all backed by TCL's unwavering
reputation for quality and relia-
bility.

TCL Electronics (1070.HK)
is a fast-growing consumer elec-
tronics company and a leader in

the global television industry, |

Founded in 1981, it now oper-
ates in more than 160 markets
around the world. TCL special-
izes in the research, develop-
ment, and manufacturing of
consumer electronics products
ranging from TVs, audio, and
smart home appliances.=

Jazz clinches top honour for
low carbon network at
SAMENA Awards

Lahore: Jazz, Pakistan's
leading digital operator, has
been awarded the prestigious

Lead Award: Outstanding Low
Carbon Network at the
SAMENA (South Asia, the
Middle East, and North Africa)
Telecom Awards held recently
in Dubai,

The award recognizes
Jazz's unwavering commitment
to environment-friendly busi-

ness operations, reducing its
carbon footprint, and contribut-
ing to a greener planet. Kazim
Mujtaba, Chief Commercial
Officer at Jazz, received the
award, =

ABF & Philip
Morris Pakistan
hosts breast
cancer aware-

ness event

Karachi: American Busi-
ness Forum and Philip Morris
Palkistan hosted an event with
a focus on spreading awareness
for Breast Cancer recently.
With Pakistanis being 2.5
times more likely to be affected
by breast cancer than its neigh-
bours such as Iran and India,
and it being one of the leading
causes of death for women, the
two organisations came to-
gether to spread awareness of
the illness and put to rest sur-
rounding myths and taboos.
The event was attended by ap-
proximately 300 guests from
the corporate world, civil soci-
ety and notable medical profes-
sionals. Ms Kristin K Hawkins,
US Consul General also at-
tended the event to support the
cause.m

Huawei nova 11 SE arrives with a 108
MP main camera

Beijing: Huawei finally
launched the nova 11 SE.
The phone appeared on the
company website with a 108
MP main camera and a thin
profile. The official specs
sheet revealed there 1s no 5G
connectivity, and Huawei
decided to omit the chipset

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

details entirely.

The phone was later
listed by Vmall, a Huawei-
owned online store in China.
From there we found the
phone is powered by the
Snapdragon 680 - an LTE-
only chipset built on the 6
nm process with a 2.4 GHz
CPU. RAM remains a mys-
tery, however.

The smartphone has a
10-bit 6.67" flat OLED
panel with Full HD+ resolu-
tion. It has 90 Hz refresh
rate and 100% DCI-P3 color
gamut coverage. There is a
single punch hole in the cen-
ter for a 32 MP selfie camera
that records video at up to
1080p resolution. The nova
11 SE features a very thin
profile at only 7.39 mm. It
weighs 186 grams and packs
a 4,500 mAh battery. It sup-
ports 66W charging, and
Huawei said it can go from 0

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

to 100% in 32 minutes, The
charger and the appropriate
cable are in the retail box.

The phone boots Har-
monyOS 4, joining a family
of over 100 million devices
with the new OS. It comes
with a revamped notification
center, better permission
management for risky appli-
cations and a Live Window
to expand current activities,
sitting in the notification
bar.

Other highlights include
NFC with the option to store
card info for offline pay-
ments, a dual nano SIM slot,
and an under-display finger-
print scanner,

Huawei nova 11 SE
comes in Green, White, and
Black. Prices are CNY 1,999
(5273/€257) for the 256 GB

variant and CNY 2,199
($300/€285) for 512 GB
storage.m

Zong 4G cele-
brates the suc-
cess of Lok Mela

[slamabad: Zong 4G re-
cently partnered with Lok
Mela, an 11-day extravaganza
that unfolded at Lok Virsa, Is-
lamabad. As the official con-
nectivity partner for the event,
Zong 4G played a pivotal role
in fostering cultural unity and
celebrating Pakistan's rich her-
itage. Embracing the theme of
"Peace and Harmony through
Cultural Diversity," Zong 4G
actively contributed to the im-
mersive experience of Lok
Mela 2023. It served as a unify-
ing platform for artisans, per-
formers, and culture
enthusiasts nationwide.m
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Front Camera:50MP
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IPHONE 14 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:5,65,999

| Dimensions: 160.7 x 77.6
X 7.9 mm Weight: 240 g

| B.7 Inches LTPO Super Retina
XDR OLED, 120Hz, HDR10

_ Front 12 WP, 11,9, Z3mm (wide] Main : 48 WP
‘a 1.8, 24mm wide) + 12 NP, 2.8, TTmm
~ (lalephioto) + 12 MPIR.2, 13mm, 120" [ulirawide]

4323 mAh (Li-lon Non removable)
Fast Charging Wired, 50% in
30 min (advertisad) 15W
~ wireless (MagSale)7.5W wireless (Qf)

RAM 6 GB

Face ID, accelerometer, ayro,
proximity, compass, barometer
Ultra Wideband (UWB) support

Oppo A77
Rs. 69,999

JAZZ SUPER 417

Chipset: MadiaTek MTE7TE5G
Helio G35 CPU: Octa-cors
{4 x 2.3 GHz Cortax-AB3 + 4 x
1.8 GHz Cortex-AB3)

B6.58 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscraen

Front: 8 MP, §12.0, 26mm (wide)
. Back; Dual Camera; 50 MP,

1.8, (wide), PDAF + 2 MP, 2.4, (depth)

5000 mAh
{Li-Po non removable)

U1 RAMBROM 4GB + 128GB

33W Fast Charging

Oppo Al17

Rs. 36,999

160.8 x 78.1 x 7.7 mm

6.56"

Frant Camera SMP Rare
Camera 50MP+2MP

5000mAh

</1| RAMGROM 4GB + 64GB

10w

Itel A60s (4G)
Rs 22,999

128GB+8GB:

Octa-Core Processor /| 5000mah | 6.6 "HD+

‘ N puisisir, ) rpiiepiicien. W i lemes e

HONOR X6

50MP | BS000m.aAhR Expandable S'h:u-age
Triple Camera Battery Wpte 1TE

PER. 4& 999

Fekr. 40,999

Ab60s

s DA
::l"rw\-rj .

CrystalRe -
[Rs. 169,999 ]
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Realme 9 Pro Plus
Rs. 96,999

Chipset: Mackiek Dimansily 820, CPL:
Octe-core (2x2.5 GHz Corlex
-ATE & B2 0 GHz Corun-ABS)

6.4" Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

13.00°1

Front: 16 MP, #12.4, 2Tmm (wide)
Dy Main; Triple
Camara 50 MP, [M.8, 2mm (wida),
111567, PDAF, 015 + B MP, 12.2, 18mm
(uitrawica), 104.07 + 2 MP, #1248, macra)

4500 mAh

RAM BGE ROM 128 GB

AO5s

b4GB+BGB* |

LH4GA* Extended RAM

gz 4000mAh Battery

Type-C Charger

¢ 667 HD+
) Viaerdrop Dispay

o Fingerprint &

L= Fae Unlock

Rs.19,999

4000 mAh

MUSIC 400

QB G D @Eclubmabile

i)
Big Buffer
Speaker

2.4 Inch
Display

| &
oA

o
in 3 colors

Realme C25Y

Rs. 36,999

| Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Kryo
| 670 +4 x 1.8 GHz Kryo 670)

6.5"IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front Camera 8 MP, £2.0, 2Bmm
{wide) Rare Camera Triple
S| 50 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), PDAF
+ 2 MP, 2.4, (macro) + 2 MP, 2.4, [daplh:li |

5000maAh

RAM & ROM 4GB + 64GB

NOKIA

All-day battery life'
2 years of security updates
Big and bright display

RR"15,999

& §@® 8 /ADVANCETELECOM @ www.advancetelecom.com.pk

club m - bile’

WWW-CLUBMOBILES. COM.PK

Tl T L | o

Dual SIM

2.8 inch LCD

BIG SPEAKER

BIG TORCH LIGHT
Wireless FM Radio
Audio Video player
3500 MAH BIG BATTERY
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Dcode Cypher Dcode Cygnal 2

Rs:51,999 Rs:25,999
kS ™y
Oeta Core 2.0 Ghz, Quad Core 2.0 Ghz
MediaTek Helio P&0 Mediatek Helio A22
PP 6.55Inches IPS LCD e 6.52" IPSLCD
m DiSPIa}' Capacitive Touchscreen Disp Iay Capacitive Touchscreen
= [ o
< Battery 4050mAh 5000mAh
2 LWUEERT RAMBGB ROM 128GB el RAM3GB ROM 64GB
P A A
T
0 Redmi A2+ Itel P40
Q
Yo
- Redmi A2+ -
- o 3GB + 64GB | Rs.22,999 PA U 46
I‘ > * ' dual camera SYS o
' *
64GB+7GB
4+3GB* Extended RAM
6000mAh
18W Fast Charging
6.6” HD+
Waterdrop Display
: | Rs. 23,999
"y B s
AVTORERE bR m:':ililccntal #EnjoyBetterlife
m [ i e D s ) b e ) N Bl T

AVADVANCE

"TELECOM

L=

Nokia 105 Plus 2023

b;[akeonmrydayllfeandbukgmddom:n

(@) Super Soundbox

(@) MP3 & MP4 Player
(@) 3000mAh Mega Batiery
[i] Digital Camera

(0] 2.4” LCD Display

(B] Up to 32GB SD Card
Dedicated Music Bution
@ King Talker
2000 Contacts

<
o
Q.
-
Ty
N
<

S
¥ = I 5
Call Recordar Wireless FM radio Upto T hrs /12 days MicroSD card A
no headset mquind Tk / Standby thne  support up : ~ i
i3 [Weprancy ) #EnjoyBetterLife
6§ @ 8 / ADVANCETELECOM @ www.advance HPLET sccas L e A ]
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AVAILABLE HOW

IN JUST RS. 2,799/-

PROCESSOR BATTERY

MEDIATEK m S500MAH

GAMES

3D AUDID AUTO CALL SUPPORTew=
FPEAKLA BUYILTIW

EECORDING ' ERLLER REJEST e ]

Wy el

Samsung Galaxy A14

Rs. 56,999

Huawei Mate 20 PRO
Rs, 119,999

HiSlicon Kirin 980 {7 nm)
CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.6 Ghz
ortex-A7E + 2 x 1,92 GHz Cortex
-ATE + 4 x 1.8 GHz Certex-A55) |

6.4 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: iql-'vl_P,_ﬁa G_ﬁ;wn (wlaal
Back : Triple Camara 40 MP,
(f11.B, 2Tmm {wide), + 20 MP B,
2.2, 16mm |widi)+ B WP, 2.4, E0mm (helephais)

4200mAh
{Li-Po Non removable)

M ry RAM 6GBE ROM 128GE

Octa-core (4 x 2.0 GHz
Cortex-A55 + 4 x 2.0
GHz Cortex-A55)

6.6" PLS LCD Capacitive
chscreen, 16M Caolors, Multitouch

Front: 13 MP, #2.0, (wide),
5 Main : Triple Cameara: 50 MP, {/1.8
, twide}, PDAF = & MP, 2.2, (ultrawide],
+ 2 MP, {124, (macra),

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable),

Mamary RAM 4GB ROM 128GB

X Mobile X4

BAAT oI JAYE

Shine bright,
go bold

GUPEP L @
alEEN

\';_ !I?'ll_z{gxll'lnlunles H O N O R

HONOR X5

5000mAh Large Battery | &,.5" HOMOR FullView Display
Octa-core Processor | Exgpandable Sterage

7

I

P ————

Sparx Neo 7 Plus
Rs. 25,499

MediaTek Helio,
CPU: 2.0 Ghz Octa Core

6.56" IPS LCD Capacitive
Touchscresn, 16M Colors, Multtouch

Display

Front: 8MP
Back: 13MP Dual

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

RAM 4GB
ROM 646GB
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JAZZ SUPER 417

Infinix Hot 30
Rs.39,999

; Chipset: MediaTek Helfio G848 CPU
e =EG T Octa-core (2 % 2.0 GHz Corlex-ATS
+ 8 x 1.8 GHz Corlex-A55)
. . 6.78 Inches IPS LCD
DIS[JIHY Capacifive Touchscreen
Front; 8 MP, Back: 50 MP,
Camera 1.6, (wide), 1/2.55",

AF 0.08 MP, (depth)

5000 mAh

(Li-ion Non removable)

el RAMBGB  ROM 128GB

33W Fast Charging

Redmi 12C

27,99 ECTRE

50MP Al Dual Camera
Clear might images with night mode

G'FIVE

SMART PHONE

AVAILABLE I JUST

Infinix Zero 30

Rs. 59,999

LY
ERETIFIRE

Redmi Note 12

Chipset: Mediatek MTB781 Halio
G848 (6nm}), CPLU: Octa-core
(2 % 2.2 GHz Corlex-ATE + 8 x
2.0 GHz Cortex-A55}

6.78 Inches 3D
Curved AMOLED Display

Display
Front: 50 MP, 2.5, (wide},
Back: Triple Camera 108 MP, ff

1.7, (wide), 2 MP, fl2.4, 2 MP, 2.4

5000 mAh
(Li-Po Nan removabile)

RAM 8GE ROM 256GB

45W Fast Charging

Redmi Note 12

Unbeatable Smooth Experience

| 8GB+128GB | Rs. 54,999 )

VGO TEL New 12

Rs. 19,999

@

Quad-Core 2.0GHz
GPU: GEB300

5/1-1e]E1Y 6.517" HD+ IPS (Drop Notch)

Frent: 16MP  Back : Triple

: Camera Camera 50 MP, 1.6, {wide)
- —, PDAF + 2 MP, f12.4, (depth) + QVGA

5000mAh built-in

m 2GB RAM + 1GB
Extended RAM B4GE ROM

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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TECNO CAMON 20 Tecno Spark 8C
Rs:49,999 R=:-36.99%9
r 3\'
= Mediatek MTETE9Z Helio GES, —— - Chipset: Unisoc TB0S (12 nm)
S50 GFU : Octa-core (2x2.0 GHz CPU: Octa-core (2x1.6 GHz
Process P, Cortme-A75 & 61,8 GHz Cortex-A5S) Processor Cortex-ATS & fx1 6 GHz Cortex-A55)
¥ 6.67 Inches AMOLED ¥ 6.6 inches
Display Capacitive Touchscreen DISPIE!Y IPS LCD, 90Hz h
Front: 32MP Back : Triple Front: 8MP Main: Dual b
: Carnera 64 MP, §/1.7, 26mm
DS WETEN  (wide), 1/1.7, PDAF + 2 MP, Ganvers 13 MFLB1&,
fi2.4, (depth) + QVG 27mm (wide) + QVGA
| 5000mAh . 5000mAh N
) Bﬂ.ttﬂry (Li-Po Non removable) Bﬂﬂaw (Li-Po Non removable)
= 7 256GB . 128 GB
- g Memory RAM 8GB Memory RAM 4GB :
Charging 33W Fast Charging Charging 10W m
4 By : U
Tecno Pova Neo 2 Tecno Camon 19 Neo h
Rs:41,999 RE:J<4, 999 m
g 7 Chipset; MediaTek Hefio GBS P Chlpgeﬂ: MadiaTek Hahﬂssé[lznm;
T ' PU: Octa 20GHe
FUSEEEEN® (12nm), CPU: 20 Ghz Octa Core FOCESSOT IR Corlax-AS5) <
6.8 Inches IPS
K . 6.82 Inches IPS LCD H LCD Capacitive o
BUSEM  Capacitive Touchscreen Display Toachon st C i
= = : '"“E"‘t ?g‘ap c : ;r:gnt 32MR V2, 2emm 1
Camera ack: Dua mera C1iglz pe | wide), Back: Triple Camera z
: 1.8, 26m , +2MP,
16 MP + 2 MP §53.4, (doptn) + GVGA
- — 5000mAh U
Battery 7000 mAh Battery (Li-Po Non removable) ——
fen oM 1286 S0 =
Memory ROM 128GB Memory ROM 128GB
| =) 18W Fast Charging, - e i >
18W Fast Chargi
_.G:hargmg USB Port to Type-C Charging rging F
> > :
Samsung Galaxy A-73 S22 ULTRA SAMSUNG
Rs: 170,499 Rs:424 999 z
Octa-core (1 x 3.00 GHz Cortex-X2
’ Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Kryo ; Z
el 670+ 4.x 1.8 GHz Kryo 670) Processor Igdkaisemvii ™
+4%1.70 GHz Cortex-A510)
: " 6.8 Inches Dynamic AMOLED x
RIEREY 6.1 SuperAMOLED Elus 815181 2x Capacitive Touchscreen
: GapackiyRiautiacian : . 1B Colors, Multitouch
Front: 32 MP (2.2, 28mm (aile) F';r‘::n‘_ﬂguz.é-'ééﬁ Z‘:n':géwhid;:l
- - Main -Cuad Camers: 108 ME, 1.3 - c i 78 ¢
 (wide), PDAF, OIS + 12 MP, 2.2, (etrawite) -1%mﬂﬁzﬁlﬁﬁmp
+5 MP, 2.4, (macro) + § MP, 2.4, (depth] T 1arl:m.FE-TEL:~E¢Tﬂ=].
. 5000mAh ; 5000mAh
Battery (Li-Po Non removable) EENCTM (1o Non removable)
RAM 8GB 7 ; RAM 12 GB
Mﬂmﬂw ROM 256GR Mﬂmﬂry ROM 256GB
15W wireless (QUPMA)
3 vy
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Import Data Smart Phones (importer Wisa)

Det-23
brvportar Manme Brand Q_ﬂ' Amit
FUTLIRE TECH 1 APPLE 1 102 1 B1,795%
MICROTEL TRADIMNG | APPLE 1 100 | 114,000
SMART TECHNOLOGIES | APPLE | = |
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE] LIMITEDR | APPLE | 105 | 130,500
VELOCITY TRADE ENTERPRISES APPLE 1 250 216,810
HAMZA ENTERPRISES APPLE | 5
EXPERT TRADERS APPLE 1 =
AOCKERS TRADING | APPLE | - |
ORIENT ENTERPRISES | APPLE | = |
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE | -
EURDTEL TRADING | APPLE ] 613 | 661,000
HEAWVEM TECHNOLOGIES | APPLE | - |
SICCOTEL TRADING | APPLE | 2,125 | 230,777
FREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED 1 D CODE | 20,000 1 1,130,600
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIOMNS PVT LTD 1 DIGIT 4G 1 - 1
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS 1 DOOGEE 1 1
FORTLINE [PRIVATE) LIMITED | DOOSEE | |
FPOLE COMPBUNICATION TECHNOLOGY [PRIVATE) LIMITED 1 HELLD MOBILE 1 - 1
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES 1 HOMNDR 1 - 1
SICCOTEL TRADING | HOMOR 1 = |
INOVI TELECOM [PVT.] LIMITED 1 INFIMIX 1 300,160 1 28,941,196
BAKKA TRADING 1 1 - 1
HAMZA ENTERPRISES 1 E] 1 - 1
CARLCARE SERVICE (FVT.) LIMITEDR 1 £ | 21 1 4,350
SICCOTEL TRADING 1 X 1 6,550 1 TG, 307
EURDTEL TRADIMNG | MEIMIX | - |
TRANSSION TECHNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED 1 MEINIX 1 171830 1 14, ATH067F
EXPERT TRADERS 1 INFIMNIX 1 - 1
MICROTEL TRADIMNG | [T 1 - 1
ORIENT ENTERPRISES | INFINIX 1 - |
ASIF ASOCIATE 1 INFIMNIX 1 = 1
M/S. € RIGHT MORBILE | INFIMNIX | - |
ROCKERS TRADING 1 INFIMNIX || - !
SAHAA TRADERS | INFINIX | - |
ADWVANCE TELECOM [(PWT.) LIMITED ITEL l =
CARLCARE SERVICE [PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 1 10 1,264
CORETECH ITEL | -
INOVI TELECOM [PVT.) LIMITED | ITEL 1 =
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED ] ITEL | 40,000 2,297,350
SICCOTEL TRADING | ITEL 1 P |
EXPERT TRADERS | ITEL 1 |
¥YOUMNG TECH {PRIWATE) LIMITED | ME MOBILE 1 -
FORTLINE {FRIVATE) LIMITED 1 MOTOROLA 1 -
ADWVANCE TELECOM || NOKIA | | &0 || 16,875
AGA KHAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL COLLEGE FOUNDATION 1 NOKIA l 14 1 2,968
TECHNO PACK ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE] LIMITED NOHIA 1 - ]
EMERT TECH {PRIVATE) LIMITED OPFPO | -
PICK M SAVE OPPO 1 -
5.0, 01 CORMUNICATION OPPO | 1,000 93,717
WADAS TRADERS. OPPO 1 1,200 149,040
HAMZA ENTERPRISES apPPa | -
IMPEL TECH [PRIVATE] LIMITED | oPPO 1 = |
A5, TELECOM (PRIVATE] LIMITEDR | COUKITEL | = |
EXPERT TRADERS ONE PLUS 1 -
EMNERCOM TECHMOLOGINS [PRIVATI) LIPITID € MOBILE | ] 220
EXERT TECH [FRIVATE} LIMITED REALME | 12,000 DO0,000 3
ACTION MOBILE | REALME | - |
vilerotel Trading REALME 1 = L
SUMNTOMN MOBILE TECH [PRIVATE] LIMITED REALME 1 2 BRO0 218,880
SHCCOTEL TRADING | REALME 1 1,683 | 140,867
PICK M SAVE | REALME | - |
5.4, 0 COMMUNICATION | REALME | = |
HAMZA ENTERPRISES REALME | -
ASIF ASOCIATE | SAMELNG ] - |
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD | SAMSUNG | 34 | 6,113
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED | SAMSUNG | 124,693 | 27,056,795
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS | SAMSUNG | - |
UMBRELLA ELECTRONICS & GENERAL TRADERS SAMSUNG | . | ]
SAHAA TRADERS | SAMSLUNG 1 - 1
ORIENT ENTERPRISES | SARMSUMNG | - |
MICROTEL TRADING 1 SARMSUNG 1 - 1
HAMZA ENMTERPRISES 1 SAMSUNG - 1
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAPAS LIMNG - [——
MOBICELL {PRIVATE] LIMITED 1 SARMSLING 250 1 23,250
GNEAT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED 1 SARMSLUMNG - 1
CITI TECHMNOLOGIES [PRIVATE] LIMITED 1 SARMSLUING - 1
EXPERT TRADERS 1 SAPMSLING = 1
EUROTEL TRAD| NG SARSLING - 1
SICCOTEL TRADING SHARP 3az | 14,018
DEPLOY [PVT.} LIMITED SPARK | B2 E20 1 4,852,929
AR LINK COMMLUIMNCATION [PYT) LTD TECNO | SO0, Q00 | G 5l RGO F
ADVANCE TELECOM [PVT.) LIMITED 1 TECHNG | 28,000 1 2,784,650
SAHAA TRADERS | TECNG 1 - |
AREEBAH TECHMNOLOGIES LIMITED 1 TECHO 1 = 1
1/5 UNITED MOBILE | TECNG | - |
MMICROTEL TRADING 1 TECHO || - 1
TRANSSION TECHNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED | TECNO 17,500 | 23,340,953
URITED COMMLUIMICATION [FWVT.]) LIRMITED TECNO =
MULLER & PHIFPS [FAKISTAN] [PRIVATE] LINITED ] TECHO 1 5,000 ] 306,026
HAMZA ENTERPRISES | TECHNO | - |
CORETECH | TECHO 1 4,000 | 297,000
SICCOTEL TRADING TECNO | 28,900 1,789,029
CARLCARE SERVICE [PFVT.) LIMITED ] TECNO 1 19 ] 2,280
EXPERT TRADERS | TECHNO 1 - |
ORIENT EMTERPRISES TECHO 1 -
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED =] 1 150,153 16,052,568
55H TELECOM [SPAC-FRIVATE) LIMITED WGEOTEL 1 46,003 2,628,958
UMNITED COMPMUNICATION [PVT.) LIMITED 1 VNS l - 1
AREEBAH TECHNOLDGIES LIMITED 1 HIADMI 1 - 1
MICROTEL TRADING MiAOMI | -
A.L.A SHIPPING & LOGISTICS 1 MIAI 1 - 1 m
EUROTEL TRADI NG 1 MIADHL | - 1
| BAKKA TRADING 1 MLADRAL 1 - 1
CORETECH HiACMI | =,007 1,514,947
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS | HIADMI 1 = |
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITID | MiADMI 1 2,000 | ADT BIO
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE [FRIVATE) LIRMITED XiADnI 1 10 1,640
G TRADERS KIADMI | -
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES [(PRIVATE) LIMITED XiACMI | AR4, 500 14,007 587
UNITED COMMUNICATION {FVT.) LIMITEC ] _____ =™ 1 AL ] il
ATFES ] — = | a0 L A RN
0 CODE 1 1 20,000 1 1,130,600
HGIT 4G | 1 - |
DOOGER 1 | % 1
HELLD MOBILE 1 | = 1
ADNOR 1 | = 1
MNEINLE | A7EGEL 44,129,920
ITHL | 1 40,010 | 2,208,614
RAL PADIILE 1 | - 1
MOTOROLA 1 -
NOKIA | 7a 19,643
QPO 1 2,200 242,757
OMNE PLUS | 1 = |
DUKITEL 1 =
0 MOBILE | a 230
REALME | 1 16,563 | 1,349,747
SPARX | | 82,820 | 4.852,929
SHARP | ETF] 14,818
SAMSUNG | 124,977 27,086,158
TECHD | 1 343,419 | 34,974,828
VIVD | 1 150,153 | 16,052,568
WHNUS 1 | - 1
WGOTEL 1 1 46,003 1 2,628,958
HIADKI 1 1 195,517 1 17,012,064
ZTE | ] - |
Total 1,504,002 153,228,906
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Yelosormmunicaliort LIt

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Purifiers

Xiaomi Smart
_ Air Purifier 4 Compact

Xiaomi Smart
Air Purifier 4 Lite

Rs.48,999

Xiaomi Smart
Air Purifier 4

Rs.59,999

Xiaomi Smart
_ Air Purifier 4

e
Dust Smake

Xiaomi Smart
Air Purifier 4
Compact

e ———————,, - -

Mi

. Air Purifier 4 Lite

Smart Space Heater S

Xigomi Smart =

‘'

Pt Rair Podian

C]

2200 W

| Rs.34,999 |

Timer Options

Fast Heating

1,2,5,12hrs

il

~

[T

Network

Temperature control
18°Cto 28°C

|

]

i

2.4GHz Wi-fi

o

Overheating protection

IPxplash-proot Tip-over switch off

Use a wall socket to
reduce the risk of circuit

Child lock equipped
breaker tripping
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V29 G | V29e
Delight in Every Portrait
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