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City smog and
artificial rain

Making history, the Punjab Government has achieved a milestone
by pouring down artificial rain in Lahore to dilute the effects of the
highly hazardous smog in and around the city. Artificial rain in Lahore
on December 16 marked the first experiment in South Asia which was
completed successfully. In the city, planes equipped with cloud-seeding
equipment were flown over 10 different areas selected with the possibility
of clouds.

Artificial rain, a novice idea for the Lahorites, has been realised
with the personal interest of Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi after he
repeatedly expressed his concern over the burgeoning level of smog in
Lahore, which has been ranked the worst place globally for air pollution.

The UAE government at the request of the Punjab Government
provided two special planes for creating pressure for rain which arrived
in Lahore in the first week of December. The rain, in fact, was a ‘gift’
by the UAE government which Lahore enjoyed without any paying
charges. The special aircraft used 48 flares to create the rain.

The UAE has been practising cloud seeding to create rain in the
arid expanse of the country. The method involves releasing common
salt— a mixture of different salts into clouds. These crystals encourage
condensation to form as rain. Dozens of countries, including the United
States and China, have adopted the method of getting artificial rain.
Now;, Pakistan also ranks among them.

Notably, Pakistan’s air has been reckoned globally worst in recent
years due to the presence of pollutants therein at a large scale. Experts
have blamed low-grade diesel fumes and smoke from seasonal crop burn-
offs as the main contributors to the pollution. Over the past couple of
years, Lahore at the beginning of the Winter has been suffering the most
from the toxic smog that affected over 11 million population of the city.
PM2.5 pollutants were measured as hazardous in Lahore at more than
66 times the World Health Organization’s danger limits. Smog, which
accompanies multiple health hazards accumulates aggravated negative
effects in case there is no timely rain and the dry spell prolongs. This
time around the same situation hit the city again. In the past traditional
methods, like spraying water on roads and weekend shutdowns of
schools, factories and markets, were employed to reduce the effect of
smog but thought was never given to using modern techniques which,
for the first time, has been done by the caretaker provincial government.

As per WHO, prolonged exposure to polluted air can trigger strokes,
heart disease, lung cancer and respiratory diseases.

Artificial rain, commonly known as cloud seeding, is a meteorological
manipulation method designed to induce precipitation by introducing
specific substances into clouds, fostering the augmentation of raindrop
formation.

Artificial rain is a weather modification technique used to induce
showers by introducing various substances into clouds that serve as
cloud condensation or ice nuclei, which encourage the formation and
growth of precipitation particles. The most common substances used
for cloud seeding include silver iodide, potassium iodide, and liquid
propane.

The United Arab Emirates has pioneered the Arabian Gulf
region, utilising cloud seeding as a strategic initiative to address water
challenges. Acknowledged as both man-made precipitation and artificial
rainmaking, cloud seeding plays a central role in ongoing efforts to
augment water resources in the region.

In a recent technological leap, the Emirates has adopted an
innovative approach by deploying drones equipped with electric-
charge emission instruments and specialised sensors, navigating at low
altitudes. These drones administer an electric charge to air molecules,
culminating in a method that manifested a substantial rainstorm in
July 2021. Notably, in AlAin, precipitation measured 6.9 millimetres
on the 20th and 21st of July.
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Milk menace

It’s disheartening to highlight the prevalent issue of artificial
milk continuously flooding our markets. The unregulated
sale of milk blended with harmful chemicals poses severe
threats to human health, and the oversight of the food control
department is aggravating the situation.

Contrary to providing energy and improving health, artificial
milk has been the cause of multiple diseases, from food
poisoning and gastrointestinal complications to more serious
ones like heart problems, and cancer, with shockingly fatal
consequences. Compounding the issue, owners of the dairy
shop neglect health standards without any regard for the fact
that it will put consumers’ well-being at risk.

To make things more painful and to lure customers, some
dairy businesses are using trade mark after religious names
like “Mekka Dairy,” “Madina Dairy,” “Mashallah Dairy,” or
“Subhanallah Dairy,” but what they actually do, contradict
what these names stand for.

I implore the government and relevant authorities to take
swift and stern action against those involved in the pro-
duction and sale of this hazardous artificial/adulterated milk.
We need quick actions to halt the spread of such harmiful
products and strongly enforce rules on dairy shops engaged
in these practices.

Our community’s health is at risk, and taking immediate
action is crucial to prevent further harm.

Abeera Waseem, Lahore

Al empower

I am writing to highlight the significant potential of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) in education, especially in developing
countries like Pakistan.

In recent years, remarkable advances in Al technology have
emerged, offering solutions to educational challenges in
developing nations. AI’s capacity to personalise learning
experiences is particularly noteworthy. In the current era, it
caters to individual students, providing tailored instructions
and pacing to optimise learning outcomes.

A persistent issue in developing countries is the limited access
to quality education. Al addresses this by providing online
platforms that can reach remote locations, substantially
expanding the pool of potential students receiving quality
education. This is particularly crucial in countries like
Pakistan, where geographical barriers often impede access
to quality education. Moreover, Al contributes to skill
development solutions, potentially increasing employment
rates to boost economic growth in Pakistan and other
developing nations.

The incorporation of AT in education systems holds immense
potential for developing countries. Policymakers, educators,
and IT professionals in Pakistan must collaborate to harness
AT’s full potential, building a more promising and accessible
future for education in our nation.

Alishba Abdul Hussain, Karachi

ATMs dispensing fake currency?

Have you ever counted the money and checked the currency
notes after a transaction at some Automated Teller Machine

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

(ATM)? The chances are that you have not because the
majority does not do that, trusting the machine. As it
happened, I withdrew money from an ATM in Zhob. I then
proceeded to the local market to make some purchases, and
when I attempted to pay, I was met with incredulity and
suspicion as the shopkeeper declared that the currency note
was counterfeit.

I argued vehemently that the currency note could not be a
fake as I had withdrawn it moments earlier from the ATM. I
presumed the ATMs were designed to dispense only genuine
and valid currency notes, but, as it turned out, I was wrong,
and the Rs1,000 denomination note was indeed a fake; a
fake delivered by an official ATM of a scheduled bank. It
was a distressing experience that left me feeling humiliated,
degraded and disrespected.

The next day, I visited the bank and shared the details of
the incident with the officials at the branch. I asked them
to investigate the issue, check the CCTV footage, and the
serial number of the notes and do whatever was needed.
Unfortunately, the bank staff refused to look into the issue at
all and avoided having an official complaint registered.

I went to the bank’s regional head office. Initially, the head
office also tried to avoid registering the complaint, but
somehow, after a lot of arguments and multiple attempts, I
succeeded in getting a complaint registered. But, sadly, after
a few days, the complaint was closed unprofessionally with a
message saying that the “customer should have contacted the
bank branch the day when the incident happened” and that
the claim was “invalid and unjustified”.

Will any relevant authority, including the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP), investigate the matter and provide justice,
ensuring that customers are not deprived of their money by
any bank?

Muneeb-Ur-Rahman, Quetta

Animal abuse

As an animal lover, I am deeply troubled by the prevalent
issue of animal abuse in our community. There are
numerous incidents that I have heard and witnessed, but
I will share a recent heart-wrenching cruelty. A couple
of days ago, my family and I visited a local park where I
witnessed a pair of monkeys chained in a filthy cage. The
untidy and unhygienic conditions made it difficult for me to
stand beside it. The helplessness in the monkeys’ eyes was
indescribable. The captivating park itself didn’t warrant
such innocent lives being caged for publicity.

Animal labour is another highlighted issue of abuse,
particularly with donkeys burdened with loads exceeding
their physical capabilities. Owners must be mindful of the
weight placed on donkeys, ensuring it is within reasonable
and safe limits of the poor animal. Beyond these abuses, I
draw attention to the conditions of animals in zoo cages.
Confined to an unnatural environment, away from their
habitats, these animals deserve kindness and necessary care
for their well-being.

Addressing the issue of animal abuse is imperative. By
fostering a culture of compassion and advocating for stricter
animal welfare regulations, we can collectively safeguard
the well-being of animals. We must raise a collective voice
for valuing and protecting all living beings.

Maheen Sami, Lahore

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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Army to detect
electricity stealers,

line losses

Power theft is pervasive throughout emerging markets, but
Pakistan ranks among the worst in Asia. Around 17% of all
electricity distributed in the country ends up lost or pilfered,
according to the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority,
and the rate is as high as 37.5% in some areas

he government has “carved out a plan” to

involve the Army in a crackdown against

electricity theft and line losses of state-run

power distribution companies, the Federal
Secretary of the Power Division told an English dai-
Iy while giving an interview:

Power theft is pervasive throughout emerging
markets, but Pakistan ranks among the worst in
Asia. Around 17% of all electricity distributed in
the country ends up lost or pilfered, according to the
National Electric Power Regulatory Authority, and
the rate is as high as 37.5% in some areas.

The South Asian nation’s power sector has been
plagued by high rates of power theft and distribu-
tion losses, resulting in accumulating debts across
the production chain — a concern also raised by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) during recent
bailout talks.

There are ten distribution companies in Pakistan,
which are locally called DISCOs. The high-per-
forming ones, with high recovery of bills, are based
in the major eastern urban centres of Gujranwala
and Faisalabad, as well as in the capital, Islamabad,
but other state-run companies make massive losses
because of low recovery rates due to theft and line
losses.

The caretaker Energy Minister Muhammad Ali
had said in September a crackdown would start to
stop power theft of 589 billion rupees ($1.92 billion).

“We have carved out a plan which is yet to be
approved by higher authorities. However, the top
functionaries of Power Division have made up their
mind to start implementing the plan from HESCO
(Hyderabad Electric Supply Company) as a pilot

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

project,” said Secretary of the Power Division Ra-
sheed Langrial, referring to plans for the Army to
supervise a crackdown against electricity theft and
distribution losses.

“This will help identify unscrupulous elements
within the DISCO and people hand in glove with
theft of electricity and causing billions of rupee loss-
es to national exchequer.”

The army has not yet commented on Langrial’s
remarks but the news has come after a crackdown
on dollar hoarding and smuggling that led to a con-
tinuing appreciation of Pakistan’s national currency
and which currency dealers have widely credited the
country’s all-powerful army of spearheading. Tens
of millions of dollars have poured back into Paki-
stan’s interbank and open markets since raids on
black market operators began on September 6.

This will help identify unsecru-
pulous elements within the
DISCO and people hand in

glove with theft of electricity
and causing billions of rupee
losses to national exchequer

‘While there have been other attempts to curb the
black market when the rupee has been under stress,
the latest push came after licensed dealers request-
ed Army Chief General AsimMunir to take action,
rather than leave it solely to the civilian caretaker
government that was put in place in August to run

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFK
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FLAREREPORT | |
Pakistan till elections, currently expected to be held
early next year. General AsimMunir had reportedly
promised dealers “transparency in dollar exchange
and interbank rates.”

According to the data for the financial year 2020-
21, the recovery of electricity bills in HESCO was
73.7 percent, Sukkur Electric Supply Company 64.6
percent, Quetta Electric Supply Company 34.66
percent and Tribal Electric Supply Company 25.29
percent.

Pakistan’s resolve to undertake power sector re-
forms was crucial to reaching a staff-level agreement
unlocking a $3 billion standby arrangement from
the IMF earlier this year.

The power sector has been specifically men-
tioned by the IMF, which called for a “ti " re-
basing of tariffs to ensure that costs are recovered.
This means hiking prices for consumers despite al-
ready record-high inflation.

On the government’s initiative, the fruit of ef-
fective action against electricity thieves across the
country began to emerge.

According to the statistics, from September 7 to
October 31, Rs34 billion has been recovered in the
country and 125,142 people have been arrested.

From September 2023 to October 2023, losses
due to electricity theft decreased by Rs12 billion.

From November 1 to November 19, 14,769
people have been arrested while Rs36,547 million
recovered.

More than 1,990 people were arrested from Is-
lamabad and Rs175 million was recovered.

A total of 1,617 people were arrested from Gu-
jranwala, Faisalabad, and Multan while Rs1439
million were recovered.

In the crackdown against the electricity stealers,
as many as 121 people were arrested from Peshawar,
Hyderabad, Sukkur and Quetta and Rs5,520 million
was recovered.

The relevant institutions were determined to
continue the crackdown against electricity theft.

The nationwide drive against power theft was
initiated earlier this year after the crisis of inflated
electricity bills led to protests across Pakistan as
people struggled to pay astronomical amounts for
PpOWer use.

One of the major reasons identified behind the
disturbance, among many others, was electricity
theft allegedly due to elements in the various agen-
cies involved in the power distribution segment
across the country.

According to the Power Division data, electricity
theft caused a loss of Rs500 billion to the national
exchequer. Moreover, the circular debt has been a
pressing issue plaguing the power grid system for
years.

In November, caretaker Prime Minister An-
waarulHagKakar vowed to take strict action against
the power theft. “I am glad that the anti-power theft
efforts of our Power Division are bearing excellent
results.”

He said, “My government will continue to sup-
port this campaign with more vigour so that our an-
nual losses can be further minimised.”

The nationwide crackdown on power theft
gained momentum earlier this year in response to
public protests over inflated electricity bills. The cri-
sis prompted a comprehensive initiative to identify
and address the root causes, with electricity theft a
significant contributor.

According to Power Division data, electricity
theft inflicted a staggering loss of Rs500 billion on
the national exchequer, exacerbating the circular
debt predicament that has long plagued the power
grid system.

Caretaker Prime Minister AnwaarulHagKakar,
expressing satisfaction with the results, vowed con-
tinued support for the campaign against power theft.
“My government will continue to support this cam-
paign with more vigor so that our annual losses can
be further minimized,” he declared.

The crackdown signals a pivotal moment in the
government’s commitment to ensuring transparen-
cy, curbing losses, and stabilizing the power sector,
aligning with broader economic goals and interna-
tional recommendations. =

| NOYEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 15, 2023
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akistan has the credit as the first country to

recognize the UAE after its independence in

1971. Pakistan has always cherished close

diplomatic and defence relations with the
United Arab Emirates (UAE). The Gulf country em-
ploys a large number of Pakistani workers and is an
important investment partner of the South Asian na-
tion in the Middle East.

Friendly bonds between Pakistan and the UAE
were further cemented during the recent visit of
Caretaker Prime Minister AnwaarulHagKakar to the
UAE, which was evident from the warm welcome
accorded to the PM and the bilateral meeting with
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, which was
also attended by Chief of Army Staff General Syed

During the visit of Caretaker PM AnwaarulH-
agKakar to the Gulf state, the two countries inked
Memorandums of Understanding of multi-billion
dollar investment and cooperation in different sectors
in Pakistan.

The development came as Pakistan was malking
all-out efforts to garner investment from friendly na-
tions in the Gulf, and Special Investment Council.

The interim Information Minister MurtazaSolan-
gi in a message on social media said: “Islamabad and
Abu Dhabi started a new era of economic coopera-
tion, regional stability, and strategic cooperation with
the signing of the MoUs."”

The MoUs were related to the investments in the
fields of manpower, information technology, mineral
exploration and food security, energy and defence.
The effects of the tangible projects after the signing
of MoUs will positively reflect on the country’s econ-
omy.

Prime Minister Kakar also discussed regional and
global developments, especially the Palestine issue
with UAE President during the meeting.

The United Arab Emirate (UAE)’s largest raw
and value-added mineral supplier and importer, Na-
tional Trust (NT), signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with a Pakistani firm to develop a
strategic partnership with an investment of 30 million
UAE Dirham to mine, acquire, and process alumini-
um ore in Punjab and potentially export it to the Mid-
dle East.

In a notification to the Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX), Kohinoor Spinning Mills Limited (KSML)
stated: “We are in serious discussions with UAE and
Pakistan-based stakeholders to transform the (textile)
company into a mining and mineral technology com-
pany as KOMS is strategically located near mineral
reservoirs and possesses a vast area of 81.5 acres (652
kanals) of freehold land.”

NT plans to invest approximately 30 million UAE
Dirhams (around Rs2.5 billion) in establishing a raw
and value-added mineral-based business in Pakistan.

For this purpose, KOSM intends to install an Ore
Beneficiation Plant with the sponsorship of NT in
their current facility to pro-
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MoUs signed for multi-
billion dollar UAF.

investment in Pakistan_

The MoUs were related to the investment in the fields of

manpower, information technology, mineral exploration and
food security, energy and defence. The effect of the tangible
projects after the signing of MoUs will positively reflect on the

country’s economy

etc., and NT has also shown interest in procuring
these minerals through KOMS.

The local company, located in Chakwal and in
close proximity to the Khushab area, has plans to se-
cure leases for some mines in this region where there
are millions of tonnes of bauxite reserves.

NT has been importing minerals mainly from
Africa and other countries but has never sourced
them from Pakistan. It is one of the largest raw and
value-added mineral suppliers and importers in the
UAE, supplying well-known companies in the GCC,

KOMS has also installed a 2MW solar power
plant with the support of a Singapore-based green
technology fund, it added.

Meanwhile, to bolster diplomatic and trade re-

bauxite (aluminium
ore) to improve its purity. It
may take only up to six to
eight months to be ready as
NT will arrange all technical

lations, the United Arab

During the visit of Caretaker Emirates Consul General in
PM Anwaarul Haq to the Gulf
state, the two countries inked unwavering support during

Karachi, BakhitAtiq Al-Ru-
miti, assured Pakistan of

challenging times. Al-Rumi-

and procurement support im Mlemorandums of Understand- g emphasized that, just as

this regard.

in this project, managing
and allocating its facilities
in Chakwal and sorting all
government approvals.

ing (MoUs) of multi-billion

dollar investment and
cooperation in different sectorsto standing by Pakistan in
in Pakistan

Pakistan has been a stead-
fast ally to the UAE, the
Emirates is also committed

times of difficulty.
During his visit to the

“The board of directors
has agreed to pursue the strategic partnership with
The National Trust Holdings, Abu Dhabi, UAE
through its subsidiary EMINOC... has authorised its
CEOQ to execute and implement this project,” the lo-
cal company said in the notification.

Bauxite (aluminium ore) is available in excess
quantity in the Khushab area and is mainly used by
aluminium refineries worldwide to produce alumin-
mum. “NT and KOMS have done complete ground
research and laboratory surveys through SGS Paki-
stan.”

Apart from bauxite, Pakistan has reserves of bar-
ite, calcium fluoride (fluorspar), copper, phosphate,

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Korangi Association of
Trade and Industry (KATT), Al-Rumiti expressed the
UAE'’s eagerness to enhance bilateral trade and fa-
cilitate Pakistan’s exports, emphasizing the potential
for joint ventures and increased collaboration. He ac-
knowledged the significant contribution of the Paki-
stani community in the UAE to the nation’s develop-
ment and highlighted the need to open a special visa
centre in Karachi to better assist the large population
of Pakistanis in the UAE.

KATI President Faraz-ur-Rehman, Deputy Pa-
tron-in-Chief ZubairChhaya, Senior Vice President
NighatAwan, Vice President Muslim Mohamma-
di, Chairman Standing Committee on Diplomatic

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFK

Affairs Rashid Siddiqui, Former Chairman Sheikh
Fazal-e-Jalil, Tariq Malik and other members and in-
dustrialists were present in the ceremony:.

Al-Rumiti extended an invitation to KATT indus-
trialists to participate in trade fairs— organised by the
UAE Chamber of Commerce— to increase coopera-
tion and understanding between the business com-
munities of the two nations. He also proposed direct
registration of Pakistani companies with the Emir-
ates Ministry of Foreign Affairs to expedite bilateral
trade.

Addressing the gathering at KATI, Al-Rumiti re-
assured industrialists of his commitment to address-
ing their concerns and encouraged cooperation be-
tween Pakistani expatriates in the UAE. He expressed
the willingness to explore joint efforts to tackle food
security challenges, with a promise to facilitate meet-
ings between KATI members and UAE leadership.

KATI President Faraz-ur-Rehman reciprocat-
ed the sentiments, referring to the UAE as a second
home for Pakistanis and commending the strong
brotherly relations between the two nations. He high-
lighted the integral role of Pakistanis in the develop-
ment of the UAE and called for further collaboration,
particularly in the industrial sector. Faraz-ur-Rehman
welcomed UAE investments in Pakistan through the
Special Investment Facilitation Council.

Deputy Patron-in-Chief ZubairChhaya shed light
on the close ties between Pakistan and the UAE and
said we have unique bonds with the UAE that tran-
scend the feeling of being in a foreign country. He
pointed out the strategic position of the UAE in the
centre of East and West. He hoped a significant in-
vestments from the UAE in Pakistan’s mineral sector
which, he added, would also open opportunities for
manpower development.

Chairman Standing Committee on Diplomatic
Affairs Rashid Siddiqui advocated for joint ventures
along Pakistan’s coastline, proposing the establish-
ment of small-scale industries near the beach and
the exploration of tourism potential. Siddiqui under-
scored the common cultural heritage of both nations,
urging its utilization for mutual benefit. m
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he caretaker government has developed a

new documentation law aimed at bring-

ing wholesalers and retailers under the

tax net. Federal Minister for Finance and
Revenue Dr Shamshad Akhtar said the law has
been drafted to ensure automatic information shar-
ing from all relevant institutions.

Under this initiative, the Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) and the National Database Regulatory
Authority (NADRA) will in collaboration establish
a comprehensive big data bank. Dr Akhtar dis-
closed the Chairman of NADRA has been appoint-
ed as the head of a high-level technical committee
to facilitate this collaboration.

It’s noteworthy that NADRA has already been
granted powers under Section 175B of the Income
Tax Ordinance, NADRA to share its records and
any relevant information with the FBR to enhance
the tax base or fulfil the objectives of the Income
Tax Ordinance.

NADRA is authorized to submit proposals and
information to the FBR for broadening the tax base.
Additionally, it can identify instances where in-
come, receipts, assets, properties, liabilities, expen-
ditures, or transactions have escaped assessment or
are under-assessed. The agency can also highlight
misdeclarations or misclassifications under specific
income heads. Furthermore, NADRA is empow-
ered to enter into a memorandum of understanding
with the FBR for secure information exchange.

The FBR, under the guidance of the Finance
Minister, is expected to exceed the targeted reve-
nue collection of Rs 9.4 trillion due to increased
demand from the expenditure side. Notably, in the
first quarter, the FBR has already surpassed the tar-
gets set by the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
Dr Akhtar affirmed that any revenue shortfalls
would be addressed with additional measures.

The ongoing process of restructuring and trans-
formation within the FBR has received attention
at the highest levels of government. Dr Akhtar in-
formed that a briefing on this matter has been given
to the Prime Minister emphasizing the correction
of FBR's internal governance and the development
of an oversight mechanism.

As part of the restructuring, the Finance Minis-
ter outlined key changes, including the separation
of tax policy and revenue division. The FBR will fo-
cus primarily on collection, while a distinct division
will handle the Tax Policy and Revenue framework.
Customs will also be separated from the FBR, en-
abling it to concentrate on trade facilitation and
border controls.

Furthermore, a novel retailer scheme is in the
works, intricately linked with wholesalers and dis-
tributors. This initiative aims to streamline opera-
tions and enhance transparency within the supply
chain, ensuring a more efficient and accountable
system.

Dr Akhtar expressed confidence that these com-
prehensive reforms, coupled with the collaborative
efforts of NADRA and the FBR, will not only bol-
ster revenue collection but also contribute to the
overall economic stability and growth of Pakistan.
The government’s commitment to structural re-
forms underscores its dedication to fostering a busi-
ness-friendly environment and ensuring financial
integrity.

Meanwhile, the withholding tax collection from
dividend income has experienced a remarkable in-
crease of 32 percent during the inifial four months,
according to provisional data from the Large Tax-
payers Office (LTO) in Karachi.

The LTO Karachi reported that the collection
of withholding tax from dividend income soared to
Rs 9.43 billion during the first four months of the
current fiscal year, compared to the Rs 7.13 billion
collected in the corresponding months of the previ-
ous fiscal year. This surge underscores a substantial
growth in tax revenues from dividend income, re-
flecting positive trends in the financial landscape.

Tax offices, in accordance with Section 150 of
the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001, collect taxes on
dividend income. The section stipulates that every
entity disbursing dividends is obligated to deduct
tax from the gross amount of the dividend paid or
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Under this initiative, the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) and

the National Database Regulatory Authority (NADRA) will in
collaboration establish a comprehensive big data bank. Dr
Akhtar disclosed the Chairman of NADRA has been appointed
as the head of a high-level technical committee to facilitate this

collaboration

collect tax from the amount of dividend in specie
at the rates specified in Division I of Part IIT of the
First Schedule.

Under Division I of Part ITI of the First Sched-
ule, the rates of tax deduction vary based on differ-
ent categories:

= 7.5% for dividends paid by Independent Power
Producers, where such dividends are a pass-through
item under an Implementation Agreement or Pow-
er Purchase Agreement or Energy Purchase Agree-
ment and are required to be reimbursed by the
Central Power Purchasing Agency (CPPAG) or its
predecessor or successor entity.

* 15% for mutual funds, Real Estate Investment
Trusts, and other cases not covered in clauses (a),
(c), and (d).

Furthermore, a novel retailer
scheme is in the works,
intricately linked with wholesal-
ers and distributors. This initia-
tive aims Lo streamline
operations and enhance
transparency within the supply
chain, ensuring a more efficient
and accountable gystem

* 0% for dividends received by a Real Estate In-
vestment Trust (REIT) scheme from a Special Pur-
pose Vehicle and 35% for dividends received by oth-
ers from a Special Purpose Vehicle as defined under
the Real Estate Investment Trust Regulations, 2015.

= 25% for a person receiving dividends from a
company where no tax is payable by such company
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due to the exemption of income or carry forward of
business losses under Part VIII Chapter IIT or claim
of tax credits under Part X of Chapter III.

In all the mentioned cases, the rates are doubled
for individuals not included in the Active Taxpayers
List (ATL).

PAKISTAN

Sources within the LTO Karachi attribute the
substantial increase in tax collection from dividend
income to the effective monitoring of companies’
financial affairs. Additionally, companies have
reported significant profits in terms of the local
currency (Pakistani Rupee), leading to substantial
growth in both profits and dividend income.

This surge in tax collection from dividend in-
come is likely to positively impact the government’s
fiscal position and contribute to meeting revenue
targets set for the fiscal year 2023-24. The effective
implementation of tax regulations and improved fi-
nancial performance of companies are anticipated
to sustain this positive momentum in the coming
months. =
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weeme Pakistan can avert s e

water-intensive  practices

like drip and spray irriga-
tion in agriculture to avert

water crisis by

mum and the tube wells in
Punjab supply 12 million
acre-feet of the commod-

the looming crisis of water ity.

shnrtage._ ° ° He pomhed out that
=z adopting drip, spray  s=ses
approximately 95 percent b and stressed the need for

of the country’s water,
which needs immediate
planning and reforms on
water use efficiency.

Dr Arif Alvi in a vid-
eolink address to the in-
ternational conference on
‘Transformative pathways
for water and food systems ==
in a climate resilient Paki-
stan held in Karachi, said | ¥
that the country needed |}
effective management to
secure its existing water
Tesources.

(PCRWR), the Ministry |
of National Food Security
and Research, the Minis-
try of Water Resources,
the Ministry of Climate
Change and UNICEF or-

by international and local
water experts.
President Alvi said Pa-
kistan ranked among the
top 10 countries world- &
wide most affected by cli- |

most pressing challenges,
aggravated due to rapid [

ternat;onal
ganized the event attended Water Management

Institute

irrigation system in

_farming’

PAKIETAN
COUNCIL OF

modes to recharge the tra-
ditional aquifers to avoid
its depletion.

“A  whole-of-the-so-
ciety approach is needed
to be adopted nght from
childhood on caring for
the environment. Pakistan

.}fg needs both mitigation and

- 3 adaptation as important
" tools to increase water
- storage to meet its needs,”
he said.

The President also
highlighted the need to
place an effective drainage
system to avoid the dis-
charge of industrial waste
into the seas.

Director General Paki-
stan Council of Research
in Water Resources DrHif-
za Rasheed, DrBunyo-
dHomatov and Dr Juan
Carlos Sanchez Ramirez
from the International
%, Water Management Insti-
tute, Dr Stephen Davies
from International Food
Policy Research Institute,
A and Dr Neil Lazarow from
pi? the Australian Centre for
International Agricultural
Research spoke on the oc-
casion.

The rising population
t and overburdened civic
in big cities are becoming
a serious challenge for

population growth, urban. e T 1o s e 10) o o " . ) thorities in effect

ization, oniﬂdush‘ializu;tion, The Netherlands, which is 19 times smaller than Pakistan in f:feeung t;emq.',ah-gmmlg
:"1"“"“"“’“’“‘ [eore Jand mass, is the second-largest exporter of food products. 5204 Pwpdler_eq'm"m of
oration, climate change,  With water conservation, vertical farming, planet control Rampant migration of

and irraljmlal human be-
haviour.

The President empha-
sized research and techno-

farming, and hydroponic farming, a small country can

produce more yield per acre

people from the rural to
urban areas has not only

created a population and
traffic mess in these cities

logical innovation to pro-
mote modern agricultural
technologies at the grassroots level.

He said there was a need to educate farmers
about water conservation, rain-water harvesting, and
aquifer technologies.

Community involvement and implementation of
laws could prove helpful in effective water manage-
ment, he added.

President ArifAlvi said Pakistan's farmers were
dependent on conventional methods of flood irriga-
tion, which wasted water while the world practised
drip and spray irrigation and recycling of water.

Crop substitution, he said, could make a differ-
ence if farmers choose crops that were less expensive
on water. He proposed research on using rice grain
which grew on less water and produced high yield.

“We should adopt the technology that can han-
dle the water scarcity and improve food sustainabil-
ity,” he said.

The President referred to the example of The
Netherlands, which is 19 times smaller than Paki-
stan in land mass, but is the second-largest exporter
of food products. With water conservation, vertical
farming, planet control farming, and hydroponic
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farming, a small country can produce more yield per
acre, he added.

DrAlvi stressed attitudinal change to adopt the
ways of water usage which were inexpensive and
technically better.

Pakistan is endowed with 158
million acre-feet of water per
annum and the tube wells in
Punjab supply 12 million
acre-feet of the commodity

He said water pricing in agriculture and urban
was necessary to avoid waste of water.

He said besides the external Indus water treaty
with India, Pakistan had an internal provincial water
apportionment arrangement that needed improve-
ment.

“We have to improve the telemetry system and
develop a confidence-building system among prov-
inces on judicious use of water,” he said. Also, satel-
lite telemetry can be used to know the actual water
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but also affected the en-
vironment, sewerage Sys-
tem, health and road infrastructure besides food and
groundwater quality.

Pakistan has made significant progress in im-
proving access to sanitation yet 25 million people
still practice open defecation. Lack of access to prop-
er sanitation facilities impacts negatively the health
and well-being of children.

UNICEF Pakistan in its report said children suf-
fering from repeated episodes of diarthoea are likely
to fall behind in school or drop out altogether. Fur-
thermore, it can also cause stunting which currently
affects almost 44 percent of children in Pakistan.

Pakistan’s vulnerability to disasters including
earthquakes, floods, droughts, and internal displace-
ment due to conflict, often leaves hundreds of thou-
sands of affected people in need of emergency water
and sanitation support. Sustainable access to water,
sanitation and hygiene in health centres and schools
also remains a challenge, especially for girls who
lack adequate facilities to manage their menstrua-
tion. The effects of climate change and rapid urbani-
sation also contribute to the challenges of improving
access to safe water and sanitation. =
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border markets to
boost mutual trade
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Ambassador Moghadam highlighted the strategic importance
of such markets considering Iran as one of the world’s leading
producers of petrochemical and energy resources. Pakistan
being heavily dependent on imported oil and energy sources,
could benefit significantly from reliable and cost-effective

supplies from Iran

t is a good omen that Iran has proposed the
establishment of border markets along the Pa-
kistan border to promote bilateral trade. It will
not only increase the trade volume but also the
revenue in both countries besides helping curb the
menace of smuggling. Reza AmiriMoghadam, the
Ambassador of Iran to Pakistan, made this propo-
sition during his visit to the Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCT).

Ambassador Moghadam highlighted the strate-
gic importance of such markets, considering Iran as
one of the world’s leading producers of petrochem-
ical and energy resources. Pakistan being heavily
dependent on imported oil and energy sources,
could benefit significantly from reliable and cost-ef-
fective supplies from Iran.

During his meeting with the FPCCI, Ambas-
sador Moghadam emphasized the popularity of
Pakistani rice in Iran due to its exceptional taste
while acknowledging the globally renowned Pa-
kistani textiles. Additionally, he underlined the
strong cultural and religious bonds between the two
nations. Expressing his eagerness to foster stron-
ger ties, he proposed enhancing people-to-people,
business-to-business, and chamber-to-chamber con-
tacts.

“We need to increase business tourism between
the two countries, and the Iranian embassy is ful-
ly committed to facilitating the Pakistani business
community with visas and participation in trade ex-
hibitions and fairs in Iran,” the Iranian envoy said
in the press release.

FPCCI President Irfan Igbal Sheikh echoed
the sentiments of the Iranian envoy and observed
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boosting trade with Iran could help address Paki-
stan’s persistent trade deficit issues. Irfan Sheikh
pointed out that Iran, as a neighbouring country,
provided a cost-competitive market for Pakistani
exports due to minimal shipping and logistics costs
through the land.

FPCCI President identified the lack of banking
channels as a significant impediment in the way of
increasing Pakistani exports to Iran and advocated
for the establishment of an effective and functional
currency swap mechanism to address the issue.

ShaukatOmerson Vice President of FPCCI,
highlighted the vast array of products and services
that Pakistan can export to Iran, including rice,

Located in the remote village of
Pashin in Pakistan’s southwest-
ern Baluchistan province, the
marketplace is the first of six to
be constructed along the
Pakistan-Iran border under a
2012 agreement between the
two countries

fruits, vegetables, value-added textiles, sports goods,
surgical instruments, pharmaceuticals, and IT ser-
vices. Despite the current bilateral trade standing at
$2.4 billion, Omerson noted that this figure of bi-
lateral trade was considerably below the potential,
given the combined population of over 300 million
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for the two countries.

Omerson also underscored the opportunities
presented by Pakistan’s inclusion in the Transports
InternationauxRoutiers (TIR) convention, enabling
land-based transportation routes for trade with
Central Asian countries, Turkey, and beyond.

As the proposal gains attention, both nations
hope these initiatives will pave the way for a more
robust and mutually beneficial economic partner-
ship. The focus on overcoming logistical challenges
and strengthening diplomatic and business ties is
seen as a positive step towards unlocking the full
potential of the Iran-Pakistan trade relationship.

A couple of months ago, the top leaders of Paki-
stan and Iran inaugurated the first border market as
relations warm between the two countries, officials
said.

Located in the remote village of Pashin in Paki-
stan’s southwestern Baluchistan province, the mar-
ketplace is the first of six to be constructed along
the Pakistan-Iran border under a 2012 agreement
between the two countries.

Ex-Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif and Iranian
President EbrahimRaisi had also inaugurated an
electricity transmission line to supply Iranian elec-
tricity to some of Pakistan’s remote regions.

In a televised meeting, the former PM sitting
next to Raisi, assured him Pakistan would do its
best to improve security along the Iranian border.
He added that both sides agreed to enhance trade
and economic ties, and extended an invitation to
Raisi to visit the Pakistani capital, Islamabad.

Iran-Pakistani relations have been contentious
because of terrorist attacks along their shared bor-
der.

The former PM’s visit was of first of its kind
since 2013 when the two nations signed an agree-
ment allowing Pakistan to import Iranian gas de-
spite American opposition. Tehran at the time said
that “the West has no right to block the project.”
The agreement could not be implemented because
of U.S. sanctions on Iran.

Pakistan has close ties with Sunni powerhouse
Saudi Arabia but has tried to maintain a relation-
ship with the predominantly Shiite Iran. Riyad and
Tehran, long-time rivals, restored ties earlier this
year in a Chinese-brokered agreement.

Iran and Pakistan signed an agreement in 1990
to construct a nearly 2,700-kilometer gas pipeline
to export Iranian gas to the energy-deficient South
Asian neighbouring country. However, the U.S.
sanctions on Tehran blocked any progress of the
project.

Iranian officials maintain they have finished
construction of the pipeline on their side of the
border and are waiting for Pakistan to complete its
part, saying a lack of progress by next year would
entitle Tehran to demand financial penalties.

Pakistani Foreign Ministry spokeswoman
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch has reiterated that Pakistan
remains committed to the pipeline project.

“Pakistan considers the Iran-Pakistan pipeline
as an important project that symbolizes the friend-
ship between Pakistan and our neighbour, Iran,”
Baloch told a news conference in Islamabad when
asked to comment on the reported multibillion-dol-
lar penalty facing her country.

She said talks with Iranian officials on “some
issues” about the pipeline’s completion continued,
adding that “it is premature for her to comment on
anything that could happen several months from
now.” m
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VIEON earns award
for crisis response at

WCA 2023

VEON’s operating companies—Jazz, JazzCash, and Mobilink
Microfinance Bank—extended support to flood relief efforts.
The support included the provision of free or subsidized
telecommunications and financial services, as well as much-

needed emergency supplies

EON, a global digital operator that

provides converged connectivity and

online services, has been awarded the

Crisis Response Award for its group-

wide Emergency Response initiatives in Pakistan,

Ukraine, Bangladesh, and beyond at the World
Communication Awards 2023.

The World Communications Awards, pre-

sented in Amsterdam recently and hosted after

the conclusion of the Total Telecoms Congress,

is adjudicated by over 90 independent industry
experts, academics, and CTOs; while it is widely
recognised as one of the most prestigious awards
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in the telecommunications industry.

VEON was recognised for its “comprehensive
approach to some of the most difficult operating
environments on Earth, both due to natural disas-
ters and man-made conflicts” including a focus on
network resilience, early disaster-warning apps,
and humanitarian aid.”

Despite flood damage to critical
digital infrastructure and many
masthead sites going under-
waler, Jazz ensured a network
availability of 96% through its
rapid repair task force

During the past two years, VEON’s digital op-
erators have made it a priority to put technology to
the use of the most vulnerable people and commu-
nities who fell victim to the war in Ukraine, dev-
astating floods in Pakistan, and cyclone Mocha in
Bangladesh. While no humanitarian situation is
comparable in terms of devastation, these disas-
ters have all affected and continue to affect mil-
lions of people, exposing them to disease, hunger
and displacement, with women and children being
the most vulnerable.

In response to the devastating 2022 floods in
Pakistan, VEON’s operating companies—Jazz,
JazzCash, and Mobilink Microfinance Bank—ex-
tended support to flood relief efforts. This support
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included the provision of free or subsidized tele-
communications and financial services, as well as
much-needed emergency supplies.

It is pertinent to note that a number of people
affected by the floods relied on Jazz not only for
connectivity, including voice calls and messaging
but also for access to financial and other essential
life services. Despite flood damage to critical dig-
ital infrastructure and many masthead sites going

underwater, Jazz ensured a network availability
of 96% through its rapid repair task force. Jazz’s
teams went the extra mile to restore communica-

tion, which was critical to rescue efforts. Moreover,
the operating companies jointly provided relief
to those affected by the floods, including shelter,
food ration bags and mobile healthcare facilities.
“The World Communications Awards is one
of the most distinguished ceremonies in telecoms,
and we are thrilled to be recognised with the Crisis
Response award,” stated VEON CEO Kaan Ter-
zioglu. “Our emergency response initiatives have
proved critical in safeguarding against national di-

sasters and ensuring crucial communication lines
remain open throughout geopolitical challenges.
Across the Group, we've secured connectivity
for all, fostered future development, and facilitat-
ed the distribution of humanitarian assistance to
those in need.” =
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Airlink is significantly increasing investment in Pakistan, which is not only producing state-of-
the-art mobile phones in Pakistan but also providing employment opportunities to the people

ivisional Superintendent Pakistan Rail-

ways, Lahore, Muhammad Hanif Gul

and DPO Ms Shireen Hina Asghar Pa-

kistan Railways, Lahore, visited Airlink
Communication factory, the largest mobile phone
manmufacturing company in Pakistan. On their arriv-
al, they were received by the General Manager of the
Airlink Communication Mr Adnan Aftab. On this
occasion, GM Adnan Aftab gave a detailed briefing
to the guests regarding the manufacturing and took
them around different departments engaged in the
mamifacturing of mobile phones in the company.
General Manager Adnan Aftab told the officials
that Airlink Pakistan has state-of-the-art equipment
and professional training of workers regarding the
production of mobile phones.

They thanked the CEO of
Airlink Communication
Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha and
his team and General
Manager Adnan Aftab for giving
their valuable time and adding
to their knowledge

He said Airlink is significantly increasing in-
vestment in Pakistan, which is not only producing
state-of-the-art mobile phones in Pakistan but also
providing employment opportunities to the people.
He said they were proud to serve the people and
contribute to the economy of Pakistan. He said:
“We are in full communication with the govern-
ment of Pakistan and we appreciate the services of
the government of Pakistan in this regard. Many
national institutions working inside are also work-
ing with us, from which we are also learning a lot.”

Speaking on this occasion, DS PR Muham-
mad Hanif Gul and DPO PR MsShireenHi-
naAsgharsaid that they were much pleased to
know that the manmufacturing of world-class mo-
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bile phones had started in Pakistan and the product
was being exported worldwide. No doubt, the role
of Airlink Communication is vital and laudable
because Airlink Communication have the honour
to export the first badge of locally manufactured
smartphones to the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
in 2021.

They thanked the CEQO, Airlink Communica-
tion Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha and his team and
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General Manager Adnan Aftab for giving their
valuable time and adding to their knowledge. They
also appreciated the Company for giving employ-
ment, training and adoption of the latest technolo-
gy to assemble handsets in the country meetingin-
ternational standards. The day is not far off when
Pakistan will be the number one manufacturing and
exporting mobile phones all over the world, which
will earn the country a huge foreign exchange. =

R .

| NOYEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 15, 2023



Smart Living, Smarter Phones: G’Five Mobile
Reveals Game-Changing Mobile Devices.
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Dear G’Five Community, It is with great pleasure and excitement that I share with you a
significant milestone in our journey — the launch of our latest mobile phone models. As we
stand at the intersection of technology and human experience, our team has dedicated
countless hours to crafting devices that embody the very essence of innovation and

sophistication.

In an era where connectivity is paramount,
these new maodels are designed to seam-
lessly integrate into your daily life, offering
a harmonious blend of functionality and
stvle. We understand that a mobile phone
is not merely a device; it's a companion,
an extension of oneself With this in mind,
our engimeers and designers have worked
tirelessly to ensure that every detail, from
design aesthetics to performance capabi-
lities, reflects our commitment to
excellence.

The new features incorporated into these
devices are a testament to our dedication
to staying ahead of the curve. From enha-
nced camera capabilities that capture mo-
ments with unparalleled clarity to cutting
edge processing power that ensures seam-
less multitasking, each element has been
carefully considered to elevate your mobile
experience.

32™ International Achievement Award
BRAND OF THE YEAR 2019

G’Five is the First Ever
Smartphone Assembler and
Manufacturer in Pakistan

But our commitment goes beyond just the
devices themselves. We understand the
importance of sustainability in today's
world, and onr new models reflect onr
dedication to reducing environmental
impact. With eco-friendly materials and
energy-eflicient technologies, we sirive to
make a positive contribution to the planet.

I want to express my gratitude to every
member of the G'Five family, from
the engineers and designers to the mar-
keting and mainly dealers, customer
support teams. Your passion and hard
work have brought us to this moment

and I am confident that our customers
will appreciate the dedication infused
into every aspect of these new mobile
phones.

To our valued customers, thank you for
vour trust and loyalty We are excited to
embark on this new chapter with vou, and
we believe that these mabile phone models
will not only meet but exceed your
expectations. We look forward to the count-
less stories and experiences they will
become a part of

Here's to the future of mohile technology,
and to the continued success of G'Five

Maobhile.
COMING Sé’

NEW LEVEL OF
INTELLIGENCE

EFFICIENCY. AND
CONNECTIVITY

Best regards,
Mian ABDUR REHMAN
CEO G'Five Mobile China & Hongkong
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During the meeting, the PTCI. Gl‘Olip President & CEO ﬂigh]ig

ted the company’s unwavering

dedication to working tirelessly to ensure the availability of top-notch services to the people
of Pakistan. Emphasizing the company’s ceaseless efforts, he informed about the round-the-
clock endeavours aimed at delivering unparalleled telecom solutions to meet the diverse
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needs of the populace

n a significant meeting held in Islamabad, Pa-
kistan’s leading ICT (Information and Com-
munication Technology) services provider,
PTCL Group’s President and CEO Hatem
Bamatraf met Chairman Nadra, Lt-Gen Munir
Afsar to discuss matters of bilateral interest and
increased cooperation between the two organi-

zations. The focus of this parley was to reinforce
PTCL Group’s commitment to uplifting telecom-
munications services in Pakistan while emphasiz-
ing its dedication to enhancing investment within
the country. Naveed Khalid Butt, Group Chief
Regulatory Officer at PTCL Group also present
during the discussion.

During the meeting, the PTCI. Group President
& CEO highlighted the company’s unwavering
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dedication to working tirelessly to ensure the avail-
ability of top-notch services to the people of Paki-
stan. Emphasizing the company’s ceaseless efforts,
he informed about the round-the-clock endeavours
aimed at delivering unparalleled telecom solutions
to meet the diverse needs of the populace.

This meeting stands as a
testament to PTCL Group’s
proactive approach, underlin-
ing their dedication not just to
meel but exceed the evolving
needs and expectations of the
Pakistani populace while
contributing significantly to the
nation’s progress

Furthermore, the Chairman assured Nadra’s
leadership of PTCIL. Group robust investment
plans designed to further bolster the company’s
presence and operations within Pakistan. Under-
lining the company’s commitment to the nation’s
economic growth, discussions revolved around
PTCL Group’s ongoing efforts to amplify its con-
tributions to the local economy through expanded
investments and initiatives.

The meeting testified a tangible synergy be-
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tween PTCL Group and Nadra, underlining a
shared vision to elevate telecommunications stan-
dards in the country. The exchange highlighted col-
laborative strategies aimed at harnessing technolo-
gy and innovation to provide seamless services and
strengthen the nation’s digital infrastructure.

S

‘With a proactive stance towards serving the cit-
izens of Pakistan, PTCL Group’s commitment to
excellence and sustained growth remains steadfast,
paving the way for an even more robust telecom-
munications landscape in the nation.

This meeting stands as a testament to PTCL
Group’s proactive approach, underlining their
dedication not just to meet but exceed the evolv-
ing needs and expectations of the Pakistani popu-
lace while contributing significantly to the nation’s
progress. m
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ost people use American apps like

Facebook, YouTube, WhatsApp, Ins-

tagram, Snapchat, X (Twitter), Pinter-

and many more for entertainment

and their business. Given the fact innocent Pales-

tineans are being brutally killed by the Israeli bom-

bardment, the boycott of the said apps can be quite

productive in making Israel stop the war and turn to

a peaceful settlement. We Muslims can boycott these

apps for the time being to show solidarity with Pal-

estinian people in their hard times so that the USA

and its partner Israel go for a ceasefire and accept the

demands of the Palestinians. We should use alternate

apps instead of the Americans as Chinese companies

and other countries have launched many apps which
can serve as a substitute.

Although the top four most popular social media
platforms are Facebook, YouTube, WhatsApp, and
Instagram. TikTok comes in at six, but X (formerly
known as Twitter) is mumber 15 and LinkedIn isn't
even on the list of rankers. This may seem surprising,
but while 80% of customers engage with brands on
social media, not all social media platforms are de-
signed for this use case. Some are purely for instant
messaging and some platforms are wildly popular in
other parts of the world, like China.

However, they all have their own interests and
lean according to the needs of the hour.

Instagram user, a 29-year-old mechanical engi-
neer from India who also requested anonymity, no-
ticed her Instagram Stories about protests in Los An-
geles and California’s Bay Area had zero views even
after an hour. “That was unusual,” she said. She then
posted a selfie, which got the usual engagement she
usually gets, she said.

Other users had similar experiences and took to
the social media platforms themselves to complain.
“After posting an Instagram story about the war in
Gaza, my account was shadowbanned,” Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalist Azmat Khan posted on X.
“Many colleagues and journalists [sic] friends have
reported the same. It’s an extraordinary threat to the
flow of information and credible journalism about an
unprecedented war.”

Palkistani author Fatima Bhutto also said Insta-
gram was shadowbanning her and limiting comments
and story views. “I am learning so much about how
democracies and big tech work together to suppress
information during illegal wars they are unable to
mamifacture consent for,” she posted on X. In a vid-
eo she posted to Instagram, she said her posts weren't
showing up in her followers’ feeds on the platform.

China leads to provide the apps which can well
take the place of the American apps.

China'’s tech companies expand their influence
beyond their borders. As such it is hard to foresee
where Chinese internet begins and ends. TikTok,
owned by Chinese tech juggernaut ByteDance, is
used by a third of the American population. Trans-
sion is Affica’s number one phone supplier, and
drone maker DJI dominates over two-thirds of the
world’s consumer drone market. E-commerce giant
Pinduoduo’s sister app, Temu, landed its first Super
Bowl ad; Shein, more valuable than H&M and Zara
combined, launched a reality TV show with Khloé
Kardashian.

But besides these household names, a whole roster
of lesser-known Chinese tech companies have found
success overseas — particularly in markets outside the
Western bubble— from South Affica to the United
Arab Emirates (the UAE). Here are five Chinese apps
you’'ve never heard of which are quite successful out-
side of China.

Yalla: Yalla, a Chinese-owned social media net-
work based in Dubai, has become wildly popular in
the Middle East — its paid users grew by almost 50%
to 12.5 million last year. Since its 2020 IPQ, Yalla has
been hailed as the first tech unicorn from the UAE.
CEQ Yang Tao, who previously worked for Chinese
telecommunications equipment company ZTE in
Abu Dhabi, came up with the idea for the app while
travelling around the region. He noticed how nmch
time people spent talking on the phone and developed
a voice-based social media network based around
chatting instead of typing. Yalla is a virtual majlis, an
Arabic term for “sitting room,” used to describe so-
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borders. As such it is hard to foresee where Chinese internet
begins and ends. TikTok, owned by Chinese tech juggernaut
ByteDance, is used by a third of the American population.
Transsion is Africa’s number one phone supplier, and drone
maker DJI dominates more than two-thirds of the world’s

consumer drone market

cial gatherings around shared interests. Users gather
in online rooms of up to 20, themed arcund interest
groups ranging from music to movies to flirting.
Bigo Live: Bigo Live is a live-streaming platform
with 400 million users in 150 countries across Eu-
rope, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia. Launched
in 2016 by Singapore-based Bigo Technology, the
platform was acquired in 2019 by Joyy, the Chinese
social media company that also owns the domestic
livestreaming platform YY. Similar to YY’s model,
Bigo Live profits from in-app purchases. Users can
buy virtual gifts, called “beans,” for their favourite
broadcasters, while the platform takes a cut. Recent-
ly, it also introduced a feature called Fans Group to
allow streamers to create content “tiers” for month-
ly subscriptions, and Bigo Marketplace, an e-com-
merce arm to support small enterprises in Malaysia.

The USA and its partner Israel
go for a ceasefire and accept
the demands of the
Palestinians. We should use
alternate apps. Chinese
companies and other countries
launched many apps

Sharelt: Sharelt is a peer-to-peer sharing app that
allows users to transfer files, music, and apps with-
out using the internet. With over 2.4 billion down-
loads globally, the app has become indispensable in
regions where users find the cost of data prohibitive-
ly high, such as Pakistan, South Affrica, and Indo-
nesia. First developed as a part of Chinese mobile
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company Lenovo, Sharelt later spun off into a sep-
arate Singapore-based tech company called Smart
Media4U. Recently, Sharelt also introduced a gam-
ing centre for users to play HTMLS5 web games. Af-
ter Sharelt was banned in India in June 2020, along
with 58 other apps of Chinese origin, the company
has pivoted its focus to Southeast Asia.

CamScanner: Founded in 2011 by a pair of Chi-
nese developers based in Shanghai, CamScanner
has become one of the world’s most popular docu-
ment-scanning apps, used by 550 million people in
200 countries. Through the app, 108 and Android
users are able to “scan” images with their device’s
camera, convert them into high-quality PDF files,
extract text, and add watermarks and signatures. In
2021, former U.S. President Donald Trump issued
an executive order banning eight Chinese apps, in-
cluding CamScanner. Later, the order was rescind-
ed and the app continued to be a popular option in
U.S. app stores.

Lark: While most people have heard of By-
teDance’sTikTok, fewer know about Lark — the
company’s workplace collaboration platform. First
released to the public in 2019, Lark is ByteDance’s
answer to Microsoft Teams, Google Workspace,
and Slack. Its features include automatic note-tak-
ing for video calls, shared calendars, and collabo-
rative documents. After Lark’s sister app in China,
Feishu faced growth bottlenecks in the domestic
market, ByteDance set its sights abroad: Lark al-
ready operates in the US. and Singapore, and
during the Covid-19 pandemic, made its service
free across Southeast Asia. Its major clients are
companies that have businesses worldwide, such
as smartphone giant Xiaomi and logistics provider
Lalamove. »
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here are many reasons for the decline of

the sale of cars in Pakistan including high

taxes, joint ventures business, cost of do-

ing business and affordability. A decade
ago, a common man could buy a car for under one
million rupees now it is a game of rich people be-
cause of minimum price of cars is at least above
three million rupees. Pakistani automotive industry
is closed by the huge duties imposed by the gov-
ernment. The industry is so dependent on a small
group of foreign companies which have invested
years ago to produce locally those models compat-
ible with the the local purchase power price. Con-
sumers have very limited choices in model, spec-
ification, and negotiation. Most people prefer to
purchase a motorcycle instead of a car for personal
use and the car industry as such is quite squeezed

compared to the population living in the country.

Dhue to these reasons, the sale of cars during the
first four months of the current financial year 2023-
24 has dropped by 47.4 per cent as compared to the
same months of last year, recent data released by
Pakistan Automobile Manufacturing Association
(PAMA) showed.

According to the data, as many as 20,871 cars
were sold during the months under review as
against 39,700 units in the same months last year.

The breakup figures showed that 2,239 units of
Honda Civic and City were sold during July-Octo-
ber 2023-24 as compared to the sale of 6,416 units
during July-October 2022-23.

Toyota Corolla and Yaris car sales also declined
by 51 percent as it went down to 4,032 units from
8,253 units in the previous year.

Suzuki Swift’s sales also decreased by 55 per-
cent as its sales went down to 1,576 units from

Sale of Suzuki Cultus declined to 1,142 units
during the first four months of the current year,
whereas during the same months last year, the sale
was recorded at 2,952 units while the sale of Suzuki
WagonR also decreased to 1,160 units from 2,181
units last year.

Suzuki Alto’s sales also witnessed a sharp de-
cline of 30 percent from 13,464 units to 9,362 units
during the current year, whereas the sales of Suzuki
Bolan decreased to 684 units as opposed to sales of
1,469 units in the same month last year.

Meanwhile, the Competition Commission of
Pakistan (CCP) is conducting an enquiry into the
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Car sales decline amid

high prices,

high taxes

Pakistan
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Pakistani automotive industry has been closed by the huge
duties imposed by the government. The industry is dependent
on a small group of foreign companies which have invested
years ago to produce locally those models compatible with

local purchase power price

automobile sector against consumer exploitation,
including premium payments (On money), delayed
vehicle deliveries, and increased car prices after
booking with full or partial payments.

However, the investigation is currently hindered
by a Court order and the non-cooperation of Hon-
da Atlas Cars (Pakistan) Limited. Since the start of
enquiry on 29 November 2018, the company has
failed to respond to CCP’s requests for information.
From November 2018 to November 2022, CCP
wrote six letters to call for information under the
law, but the company failed to fully cooperate with
CCP.

The sale of cars during the first
four months of the
current financial year 2023-24
has dropped by 474 percent as
compared to the same months
last year

In January 2023, the company filed a writ peti-
tion in the Lahore High Court and got a stay order.

In January 2023, Lahore High Court permitted
CCP to proceed with the enquiry but refrained it
from passing a final order. However, in complete
disregard of the court order, Honda refused to pro-
vide further information.

The CCP initiated the enquiry after noticing car
manufacturers, such as Honda, Toyota, and Suzu-
ki, increasing prices for booked vehicles. Numer-
ous consumer complaints through the PM Portal
further prompted the investigation. These leading
manufacturers were also causing delays in vehicle
delivery and raising prices even after customers
made full or partial payments. Authorized dealers
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were exploiting customers by charging premiums
(On money) for early delivery. CCP expanded the
enquiry to other car manufacturers entering the
market.

The purpose of the CCP’s enquiry is to deter-
mine whether these practices distort competition.
However, the conclusion of the enquiry is contin-
gent on the Lahore High Court’s final decision re-
garding the dismissal of Honda Pakistan’s stay or-
der. The case has been listed for hearing in the first
week of December 2023.

The matter is still under investigation, and no
adverse findings have been made by CCP against
any company. There is no prejudice caused so far.
If there’s an adverse order, remedies include an ap-
peal to the Competition Appellate Tribunal and the
Supreme Court of Pakistan.

In a recent case of Dalda, the Supreme Court
endorsed CCP’s enquiry and information-gathering
powers.

The CCP has actively intervened in the automo-
bile sector in the past to safeguard consumer inter-
ests. In 2015, the CCP imposed a substantial fine
of Rs140 million on the Pakistan Automobile Man-
ufacturers Authorized Dealers Association (Pama-
da) for exploiting consumers by manipulating the
prices of their products and services.

In 2013, CCP revised the terms and conditions
outlined in the Provisional Booking Order (PBO)
of car makers. As a result of this intervention, Toy-
ota began accepting partial payments, marking a
significant departure from previous practices. This
development resembled a consent order, as both
Toyota and Suzuki willingly amended their condi-
tions in response to the CCP’s regulatory influence.

Given the diverse array of players offering vari-
ous products to automobile customers, the CCP re-
lies on support from the courts to effectively fulfil its
role in safeguarding consumer interests. m
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PTA frames

Strategy to ensure
cybersecurity of
telecom industry

A recent addition to them is the access of hackers to

sophisticated Al tools such as ChatGPT orits malicious variants
like WormGP'T or FraudGP'T, which can enable even script
kiddies to create sophisticated payloads to successfully breach

multilayered cyberdefence

akistan Telecommmmication Authority

(PTA) has unveiled the Cyber Security

Strategy to combat cybersecurity challenges

of the telecom industry as well as to pro-
vide a strategic framework and road map for the im-
plementation of the National Cyber Security Policy
in the next five years (2023-2028). The strategy en-
visioned is to create a secure, resilient, and trusted
digital ecosystem for the telecom sector.

According to the Cyber Security Strategy for
Telecom Sector 2023-28 document, recent years
have witnessed a wave of major security breaches
that have revealed vulnerabilities in sophisticated in-
ternational and national networks.

The likes of Solar Wind, Microsoft Exchange
and Moveit exploits serve as stark reminders, breach-
ing even the most advanced layers of security and
propagating on a broad scale.

A recent addition to them is the access of hackers
to sophisticated Al tools such as ChatGFT or its ma-
licious variants like WormGPT or FraudGPT, which
can enable even script kiddies to create sophisticated
payloads to successfully breach multilayered cyber
defence.

Over the past decade, Pakistan has found itself
on the receiving end of comparable state-sponsored
cyber attacks.

This matter is of deep concern, particularly con-
sidering Pakistan’s low standing in global cyber se-
curity rankings, which renders the nation susceptible
to its adversaries which always aim to disrupt our
national stability.

These cyber security threats are not simply a
challenge to our digital networks; they also pose a
profound risk to our national security, economy, and
social fabric.

In the face of ever-evolving cyber threats, the
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Cyber Security Strategy for the telecom sector aims
to ensure the security and resilience of the telecom
sector. The Strategy outlines various challenges and
opportunities associated with the protection of criti-
cal telecom infrastructure and provides a framework
for collaborative action to address them.

The Strategy emphasises the need for a risk-
based, integrated approach to cyber security, and
identifies key action areas including risk manage-
ment and governance, cyber defence and incident
response, research and development, and public-pri-
vate partnerships.

The Strategy comprises

Business News Magazine

national critical infrastructure. These include en-
hancing public-private partnerships, investing in re-
search and development, and developing a unified
national framework for cyber security.

At a high level, the following are the expectations
from telecom companies to achieve the objectives of
this strategy: (a) Telecom companies should ensure
that all personnel are trained and educated on cyber
security practices and procedures, especially on em-
ployees’ responsibilities to ward off insider threats.
(b) Telecom companies should ensure that their net-
works and systems are compliant with PTA’s regula-
tions and directives, especially with the CTDISR and
Cyber Security Framework. (c) Telecom companies
are obligated to ensure consistent monitoring and
timely updates of their networks and systems to mit-
igate the risk of cyber attacks.

This can be achieved by establishing CERT/
SOCs and round-the-clock monitoring. Employing
skilled Level 1, 2, and 3 resources, alongside clearly
defined processes, is paramount to this effort.

Additionally, these companies must ensure the
integration of their SOC with nTSOC, which will
enable an effective, synergized response to any po-
tential cyber attack. This proactive, unified approach
is crucial for enhancing overall cyber resilience in the
telecom sector. (d) Telecom companies must imple-
ment robust measures to protect customer data from
unauthorized access.

Prioritizing data privacy is essential to maintain
trust among users. (€) Telecom companies should
ensure that their systems are designed to detect and
respond to cybersecurity incidents promptly. (f) Tele-
com companies should frequently assess their sys-
tems and networks to ensure that security flaws are
identified and addressed.

In this regard, they need to devise and practice a
well-defined three-tier audit process, culminating in
validation by the PTA cyber security team.

The operators should approach this effort posi-
tively, cooperating with external teams to improve
their security posture. (g) Telecom companies should
collaborate with other organizations within the in-
dustry and PTA in sharing relevant information
about cyber security threats and incidents. Instead of
hiding cyber incidences, we should be working on a
mutual-trust model to fight this menace jointly. And,
(h) Telecom companies should provide customers
with information about cyber security threats and
how to protect themselves from such threats.

Cyberattacks, with various motives, have in-
creased in complexity due to exponential digitiza-
tion, technological innovations and ever-expanding
cyberattack surface. Cyberattacks have evolved from
exploits, hacktivism and terrorism — to increasingly
complex coordinated multipronged state-sponsored
attacks aimed at disrupting the national critical infra-
structure of victim states.

Therefore, proactive cyber security measures to
improve the resilience of Critical Information In-
frastructures (CII) have become a common security

six pillars, each addressing
a distinct area of cyber secu-
rity. The Strategy has been
framed to meet the chal-

Cyberattacks, with multiple
motives, have increased in

need of all nations’ indus-
trial sectors, and their op-
erators since disconnected
silos of prevention/ moni-

complexity due to exponential toring or investigation tech-

lenges posed by the increas- R ! . . .
ing interconnectivity of  dligitization, technological ~— 2owosies fall short tn gener
telecom networks, the cyber ating require )

threats they face, and the mnpvatlons and ever-expand-
ing cyberattack surface

need to protect their data
and customer information.

The Cyber Security
Strategy for the Telecom
Sector seeks to ensure the

It focuses on areas, such as risk management and
governance; cyber defence and incident response;
research and development; and public-private part-
nerships.

It also emphasises the need for a comprehensive
and integrated approach to cyber security across the
telecom sector and lays out a framework for collabo-
rative efforts to protect critical telecom infrastructure
and services. The Strategy also identifies key chal-
lenges and opportunities for the sector and provides
a roadmap for action to ensure the security of the
telecom sector.

The Strategy also outlines several initiatives and
activities that will be undertaken to help protect the
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security and resilience of
the telecom sector in the face of ever-evolving cyber
threats. It outlines various challenges and opportu-
nities associated with the protection of critical tele-
com infrastructure and provides a framework for
collaborative action to address these challenges. The
strategy emphasizes the need for a risk-based, inte-
grated approach to cyber security, and identifies key
action areas including risk management and gover-
nance, cyber defence and incident response, research
and development, and public-private partnerships.
Through this approach, the strategy seeks to ensure
the security of the telecom sector and ensure the con-
tinued operation of its vital services. m
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Power sector officers
to get money instead

— =

of ree lectncity
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Grade 17 officers receiving 450 free units monthly, will now
receive Rsl5,858 per month. Grade 18 officers, instead of the
previous 600 free units, will now receive Rs21,.996 per month.
Compensation for Grade 19 officers, in place of 880 free units,
will be Rs37.594/month. Grade 20 officers will now receive
Rs46,992/month instead of the earlier 1,100 free units, while
Grade 21 officers will be compensated Rs 55,536/month
instead of the previous 1,300 free units monthly

inally, the government has abolished free

electricity units to high-rank officers from

grade 17 to onwards as the public lamented

the free electricity units to all employees of
the government if a labourer who earns Rs 800 daily
is paying the bill from his pocket why cannot the civil
servants who receive monthly salaries in lakhs of ru-
pees. It is a wise decision by the government because
it will lower the burden on the national exchequer.
Government employees consume over 34 crore units
of free electricity annually. Now collective consump-
tion of free electricity by government employees has
exceeded a staggering 34 crore units anmally. This
has resulted in a considerable financial burden on
the national exchequer, amounting to more than Rs
8 billion. The Federal Government has ceased to
provide free-of-charge electricity units to officers in
Grade 17 and above within power generation, distri-
bution, and management companies. Instead, they
will now receive monetary compensation in salaries.
This decision effective from December 1, was tak-
en by the Cabinet Committee on Energy (CCoE) on
October 26, 2023, and subsequently approved by the
federal cabinet. Now the Ministry of Energy (Power
Division) officially conveyed the implementation of
the decision.

The move, titled “Monetization of Free Electric-
ity Units Admissible to Employees of WAPDA and
XWAPDA Companies (DISCOs), power generation
companies (GENCOs), National Transmission and
Despatch Company (NTDC), and Power Informa-
tion Technology Company (PITC),” mandates all
in-service employees in Grade-17 and above to pay
their electricity bills issued by the respective DIS-
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COs. The reference mumbers for these bills are al-
ready available with the DISCOs.

Details of the revised compensation for Grade 17
to Grade 21 officers in WAPDA, DISCOs, NTDC,
and PITC indicate that Grade 17 officers, formerly
receiving 450 free units monthly, will now receive
Rs15,858 per month for electricity bills. Grade 18
officers, instead of the previous 600 free units, will
now receive Rs21,996 per month. Compensation for
Grade 19 officers, in place of 880 free units, will be
Rs37,594/month. Grade 20 officers will now receive
Rs46,992/month instead of the earlier 1,100 free
units, while Grade 21 officers will be compensated
Rs55,536/month instead of the previous 1,300 free
units monthly.

The Federal Government has
ceased to provide
free-of-charge electricity units
to officers in Grade 17 and
above within power generation,
distribution, and management
companies. Instead, they will
now receive monetary
compensation in salaries

For officers attached to generation compa-
nies (GENCOs) and power generation stations,
Grade-17 officers will receive Rs24,570 per month
instead of 650 free units. Grade 18 officers will be
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given Rs26,460/month instead of 700 free units, and
Grade 19 officers will receive Rs42,720/month in-
stead of the earlier 1,000 free units. Grade 20 officers
will be compensated Rs46,992/month instead of the
previous 1,100 units, and Grade 21 officers will re-
ceive Rs55,536/month instead of the earlier 1,300
free units. The initial proposal did not include WAP-
DA employees. However, the matter was discussed
at a meeting in the Prime Minister’s Office on Au-
gust 27, 2023, with the participation of the chairman
of WAPDA, after which they were included in the
revised arrangement.

In addition to making the electricity bills costlier
and unaffordable for the consumers, the hike in base
tariff would escalate prices of all household goods
being widely used by every family. Consumers are
already paying an additional amount in the range of
Rs6 to Rs8 per unit on account of fuel cost adjust-
ment which has come about due to the unprecedent-
ed rise in fuel prices in the international market.

Last year, the Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
directed the Power Division of the Energy Ministry
to abolish free-of-charge electricity units for power
sector employees but the secretary said that imme-
diate withdrawal of the facility would create panic
among employees. Dr Ramesh Kumar, a PAC mem-
ber, asked the secretary not to take pressure from
the union or any other quarters to end this facility,
however, he said the employees might be given an
additional amount equal to free electricity in their
monthly salaries. Even low-paid employees working
in both government and private sectors had to pay all
the utility bills, and therefore, no exception should be
observed in the power sector.

As many as 189,000 government employees
across Pakistan utilize free electricity, reveals a Min-
istry of Energy document. A recent document re-
leased by the Ministry of Energy has shed light on
the extensive use of free electricity by government
employees in Pakistan. The report indicates that a
staggering 189,000 government employees across the
country have been availing themselves of this privi-
lege for the past year. The document of the Ministry
of Energy further stated that the expenditure on free
electricity is projected to increase significantly in the
coming years. Starting from the next year, the antic-
ipated monthly consumption is expected to reach 99
crore units, amounting to an annual expense of 11.5
billion rupees. Besides this, hundreds of employees
committed power theft because nobody checks them.
The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority
(Nepra) has authorized a hike in electricity rates of
Rs3.07 per unit for all power distribution firms. The
regulator stated: “The adjustment will be indicated
individually in the consumers’ bills based on units
billed to the customers in the billing month of De-
cember 2023” (October 2023).”

In an action that would affect millions of electric-
ity distribution companies (Discos) users who are ex-
hausted by inflation, Nepra announced the rise due
to changes in fuel prices, stated the notification. The
users of Karachi Electric (KE) would not be affect-
ed by the hike. Furthermore, it was stated that life-
line customers and electric vehicle charging stations
(EVCs) will not be impacted by the hike.

Pakistan, a cash-strapped country striving to re-
duce its circular debt and comply with IMF require-
ments, has seen a steady increase in electricity costs
over the last two years. For Pakistan this funding is
vital to avoid going into default on its debt obliga-
tions as such the creditor agency, the IMFE set down
several requirements, including an increase in gas
and electricity prices. The most recent increase fol-
lows shocking Nepra findings that showed millions
of customers were being overcharged by KE and oth-
er electricity providers.

According to a statement released by the electric-
ity regulator, “Legal proceedings against all distribu-
tion companies, including KEL, under the NEFRA
Fine Regulations, 2021, for violation of the provi-
sions of the NEPRA Act, CSM, tariff terms and
conditions, etc.” The authority received complaints
from all around Pakistan in July and August about
the distribution firms charging consumers high, in-
flated, and incorrect bills, and they treated these is-
sues “very seriously.” m
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F'nd of 'lelenor era
as Pakistani telecom co
acquires 100% stake

Telenor Pakistan had been walking a financial tightrope for years, battling for customers
in a crowded and competitive market with a low Average Revenue Per User (ARPU). As
a result, the unit was compelled to talk with rival operators, though no merger deal
materialised eventually. Another reason was mismanagement within Telenor Pakistan
though the company had appointed Khurrum Ashfaque as CEO of Telenor Pakistan
and Irfan Wahab Khan was promoted to Senior Vice President (SVP) in Telenor Asia to
run the matters smoothly, they failed to ameliorate the situation. The sale is part of
Telenor’s strategy to exit the Asian markets where the operator has been lagging.
Following the acquisition of Telenor Pakistan, Ufone’s subscriber base 1s expected to
reach 70 million; at par with Jazz, the largest player in the telecom industry
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fter more than a year of looking for buy-

ers, Telenor Pakistan has finally been sold

to Pakistan Telecommunication Com-

pany Limited (PTCL). The acquisition
marks a 100% transfer of Telenor Pakistan Private
Limited’s equity to PTCL for an enterprise value of
Rs. 108 billion on a cash-free, debt-free basis.

The acquisition of Telenor Pakistan has brought
together the strengths and expertise of both PTCL
Group and Telenor Pakistan, creating synergies that
will drive innovation, bolster the Group’s market and
enable it to reach a broader customer base and ac-

ment will go a long way in ensuring that we provide
our customers with the most efficient and technolog-
ically advanced solutions.”

The Press Release of Telenor said “Telenor
Group announced the sale of its Pakistan telco op-
erations to Pakistan Telecommunications Company
Ltd (“PTCL”), which is part of the technology and
investment group e&. PTCL'’s major assets include
Ufone, a mobile operator in Pakistan with over 20
million customers.” The sale is part of Telenor’s strat-
egy to build scale and market-leading players in Asia
as presented at the 2022 Capital Markets Day. It con-

build number-one positions in the markets we oper-
ate, with scale as a pre-requisite for value creation
and profitable growth. We thank and acknowledge
the commitment of the Telenor Pakistan team and
partners, who will continue to serve customers well
in the transition. Looking ahead, Telenor Asia will
remain an active owner for the three market-leading
businesses which make up our Asian portfolio.”
Telenor Pakistan will continue its business as usu-
al and focus on delivering services to its 45 million
customers. The agreement is subject to regulatory ap-
provals and other customary terms and conditions.
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celerate the digital transformation journey. The mile-
stone will add to PTCL'’s strategic growth and market
expansion, solidifying its position as a key player. On
a broader spectrum, the combined strength of the two
will revolutionise the telecom industry in Pakistan.
Telenor Pakistan is a robust mobile operator and ca-
ters to approximately 45 million subscribers with a
reported revenue of Rs112 billion and an EBITDA
margin of 43% based on the last 12-month financials.
Following the acquisition, Ufone’s subscriber base
is expected to reach 70 million; at par with Jazz, the
largest player in the telecom industry.

Apart from consumers, Ufone has also gained a
significant competitive advantage from the assets and
infrastructure inherited from Telenor. With Ufone’s
own telecom tower network combined with Tele-
nor’s, totalling over 20,000 towers, the CMO is on
the verge of controlling nearly 50% of the country’s
entire tower market.

Further, PTCL holds the position of the largest
market player in the fibre infrastructure segment with
its extensive 60,000 Km fibre network. This network
plays a pivotal role in connecting the country’s tele-
com infrastructure, with PTCL serving all major
CMOs.

On the acquisition of Telenor Pakistan, Hatem-
Bamatraf, President and Group CEO of PTCL &
PTML said: “We are confident that the strategic syn-
ergies created by combining forces with Telenor Pa-
kistan will result in enhanced value for our customers
and stakeholders as they are the ultimate beneficiaries
of this transaction. Both PTCL and Telenor possess
strong and talented teams which would be dedicated
to developing a culture of delivery and teamwork by
adopting the best of both companies. The combined
entity will serve as a best-in-class provider across all
domains with better coverage, seamless data experi-
ence, massive reach and a wide range of products and
services for customers.”

HatemDowidar, Group CEO of e& said: “The
strategic acquisition of Telenor Pakistan presents
a significant opportunity for market consolidation,
empowering us to invest more in creating the best
next-generation network in Pakistan. This move rein-
forces our commitment to the progress of the coun-
try’s telecom sector, delivering added value to our
customers and shareholders. In shaping a telecom
legacy where innovation and connectivity merge to
explore future opportunities, we aim to accelerate
digital transformation to better serve our customers
and community.”

Hassan Nasir Jamy, Chairman PTCL Board said:
“PTCL Group has played a pivotal role in connecting
the people of Pakistan. This commitment further so-
lidifies our resolve to build a prosperous and digitally
connected nation and to be the national champion to
support Pakistan’s digital transformation. This agree-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

cludes the strategic review of the telco operations in
Pakistan, which was announced in July 2022.

The remaining Telenor Asia portfolio comprises
market-leading operators Grameenphone in Bangla-
desh, CelcomDigi in Malaysia and True Corporation
in Thailand, with close to 160 million customers.

The transaction values Telenor Pakistan at NOK
5.3 billion on a cash-and-debtfree basis. This in-
cludes repayment of intercompany loans of NOK
3.5 billion and reduced interest-bearing liabilities of
NOK 1.8 billion, including leases.

SigveBrekke, CEQ, of Telenor Group, comment-
ed: “Our decision to pursue the sale of our Pakistan
operations follows 18 successful years of operations
in the country, which started as a greenfield rollout.
‘We are proud of the company Telenor Pakistan is to-
day. It is an efficient and future-ready telco operator,
with a strong distribution network and talented team
serving 45 million customers. By selling to the coun-
try’s largest integrated ICT company, we believe this
consolidation move would help strengthen Pakistan's
telecoms sector, creating opportunities in new areas
of growth to the benefit of consumers in Pakistan.”

Hatem Bamatraf, President and
Group CEO, PTCL & PTML
said we are confident that the
strategic synergies created by
combining forces with Telenor
Pakistan will result in enhanced
value for our customers and
stakeholders as they are the
ultimate beneficiaries of this
transaction

Petter BerreFurberg, Head of Telenor Asia, add-
ed: “We systematically considered all alternatives
during the strategic review process and believe that,
following a sale, the market will be better served by
a strong local champion. Our strategy in Asia is to

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

The transaction is expected to be completed in 2024.
Telecom companies in Pakistan have one of the worst
Average Revenmue Per User (ARPU) in the world, at
$0.8/month and for the Norwegian company, ARPU
was a big concern, considering that other subsidiaries
of the Telenor group in countries like Malaysia, Thai-
land and Bangladesh were doing much better.

Telenor entered the Pakistani market in 2005 and
over the years managed to amass a subscriber base
of approximately 45 million customers. However,
operating in a highly saturated market has its own
challenges. One such challenge is the steady decrease
in ARPU, which is a concern for the entire industry.

For Telenor, ARPU was also affected by its strat-
egy of targeting the low-income rural population to
quickly build a significant consumer base. However,
a similar strategy in India did not yield the desired re-
sults. Telenor initially experienced significant growth
in the Indian market but faced a legal obstacle that
drastically reduced its operations in that country. Asa
result, the company restructured its operations to fo-
cus on low-value customers who primarily demand-
ed voice and SMS services. With the rise of 3G/4G
services and OTT apps like WhatsApp, Telenor be-
gan losing its stronghold in voice and SMS services
and eventually exited the Indian market in 2017.
The events leading to Telenor’s decision to exit the
Pakistani market closely resemble what happened in
India. While the telco’s targeted market consisted of
low-income customers, it opted to acquire the 850
MHz spectrum at a substantial cost of $395 million
when it came to purchasing spectrum for its 3G/4G
services. Unfortunately, this investment did not yield
the expected returns, as the frequency was support-
ed by relatively expensive smartphones that were
beyond the affordability of Telenor’s primary user
base.

However, there are additional factors to con-
sider. Telenor and other telecommunications com-
panies in the market also faced challenges related
to spectrum and licence fee rationalisation. For ex-
ample, Telenor encountered difficulties with licence
renewal fees it contested in the Supreme Court but
received an unfavourable ruling. Alongside this, the
worsening macroeconomic conditions led Telenor
ASA to write off $250 million of its Pakistani opera-
tions in the second quarter of the 2022 financial year.
These challenges, coupled with an increased cost of
capital resulting from interest rate hikes and a deteri-
orating political climate, made it increasingly imprac-
tical for Telenor to sustain its operations in Pakistan.

All these factors culminated in Telenor announc-
ing its intention to exit the market in November last
year. However, it took a year for Telenor to find a
worthy buyer with enough foothold in the domestic
market to take on additional consumers and backed
by a group large enough to have the risk appetite. m
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he State Bank of
Pakistan (SBF)
Digital Finance
Group Circu-
lar issued on December
05, 2023 has required all
REs (Regulator Entities)
i.e. Banks, Micro Finance
Banks (MFBs), Electron-
ic Money Institutions
(EMIs) and Payment Ser-
vice Providers (PSPs) to
enable the capabilities
such as (i) Read/Scan
RAAST QR Codes, (ii)
Process Request to Pay
(Now and Later), (iii)
Push Payments to mer-
chant RAAST Aliases
and IBANs and (iv) ini-
tiate the request for re-
turns/refunds in their re-
spective Apps by March
2024. The REs have also
been instructed to provide
efficient, seamless and
easy-to-use interfaces to
their customers. Further,
REs have been asked not
to charge any fee from
their customers using
Raast payment options to
pay for their transactions.
The SBP has also in-
structed the existing mer-
chants acquiring REs to
complete the integrations
with ‘RAAST" to enable
their respective merchants
and e-commerce play-
ers to accept payments
through ‘RAAST’ P2M
service by March 31,
2024. Further, all REs
will ensure that billers/
bill-aggregators  already
on-boarded by them can
also accept payments via
Raast payment options by
March 31, 2024.
The enablement of

Banks

Free download: flare.pk

SBP rules for RAAST’s
easy interface with

customers
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services provided; how-
ever, they are encouraged
to initially waive such
charges to promote mer-
chant adoption.

Co-brand their check-
out service with Raast
P2M Service.

Enter into agreements
with third parties offering
billing/invoicing services
over Raast merchant ser-
vice. Further, MSPs may
embed Raast merchant
services for checkout pur-
poses into their partner
apps. However, they will
have to comply with all

MFBs PSPs Government relevant SBP regulations
EMIls Entities issued from time to time.
® Agree with other

The REs have also been instructed to provide efficient, seamless

and easy-to-use interfaces to their customers. Further, REs have

been instructed not to charge any fee from their customers using
Raast payment options to pay for their transactions

REs to offer specialised
services/packages/dis-
counts/loyalty programs
to accelerate the adop-
tion of Raast merchant
services.

Existing  merchant
acquiring REs will com-
plete the following activ-
ities by March 31, 2024:

Other REs desirous
of becoming Raast Mer-
chant Service Providers
(MSP) will inform SBP’s
Digital Innovation &
Settlements Department
_ (DI&SD) and complete
the necessary technical
requirements for integrat-
ing with Raast.

All REs will ensure
that billers/bill-aggrega-
tors already onboarded
by them can also accept
payments via Raast RTP
by March 31, 2024.

All REs, including
MSPs, will take neces-
sary measures to create
awareness about Raast

ot

the RAAST P2M facility
is likely to boost the SBP
digitisation efforts, enabling hundreds of thousands
of vendors across the country to receive payments
against the goods and services in their accounts on
a real-time basis.

Please refer to DI&SD Circular No.1 dated Feb-
ruary 03, 2022, regarding the launch of Person to
Person Payment (P2P) service.

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has instructed its
Regulated Entities (REs) to enable RAAST Per-
son-to-Merchant (P2ZM) payment service for their
customers. The Raast P2M system will enable mer-
chants to accept payments through different modes
including Unified Quick Response (OQR) Codes,
Raast Alias (such as mobile phones), bank accounts
(IBAN), and Request to Pay (RIP).

The Raast P2M service is set to accelerate the
digitization of merchant and business transac-
tions in Pakistan. Accordingly, it has been decided
that all REs will enable the following capabilities
for processing P2M transactions via their delivery
channels, including mobile apps, internet banking
portals and USSD channels (where applicable) by
March 01, 2024:

Enable merchants to accept or reject the request
for refunds/returns of a transaction initiated by the
customer using MSP’s provided Raast merchant in-
terface.

Ensure that merchants receive payment confir-
mation/rejection advice immediately after receiv-
ing such advice from Raast. Further, they shall pro-
vide real-time payment confirmation (e.g. real-time
account statement) to merchants.

Ensure that funds are credited into merchant

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

accounts in real real-time or as per the timelines
agreed to with merchants and third parties.

Facilitate merchants by providing efficient, con-
venient and user-friendly check services and offer-
ing mobile apps/devices for both proximity and
online payments.

Devise comprehensive dispute resolution, liabil-
ity and risk management frameworks for on-board-
ed merchants as well as for third parties.

Take all possible steps to prevent the loss of cus-
tomer data and funds due to cybersecurity threats.
In this regard, special care must be taken to safe-
guard the systems and devices at the merchant end
as per international best practices.

The enablement of the RAAST
P2M facility is likely to boost
the SBP digitisation efforts,
enabling hundreds of thou-
sands of vendors across the
country to receive payments
against the goods and services
in their accounts in a real-time

Take all necessary steps to prevent fraud and
misuse ofRaast P2M Service in line with relevant
instructions issued by SBP from time to time.

Ensure that customers are not charged any fee
on their purchases by merchants or third parties.

Charge a reasonable fee from merchants for the

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFK

Merchant Services and
promote its adoption.
It may include designing and launching media
and on-ground campaigns, promotional activities
and strategic alliances. Non-compliance with the
Raast-related instructions will attract punitive ac-
tion under the relevant provisions of the Payment
Systems and Electronic Fund Transfer Act, 2007.

Former President of the Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (ICCI), DrShahid Ra-
sheed Butt has commented that banks are making
profits indiscriminately but have become indiffer-
ent to the protection and other problems of the
account holders. He said those who have put their
money in banks are often victims of fraud, but the
banks seem unconcerned since their concern is
only profits.

Shahid Rasheed Butt said in a statement said
that banks are expanding their business, but they
are not bothered to upgrade their security system,
and the masses are paying the price. The victims
of fraud are not getting proper responses but are
being ignored, he said, adding that many banks
do not even complain about fraud to the relevant
authorities. The business leader said that the State
Bank should take notice of this situation and im-
prove matters. Otherwise, public confidence will
be affected.

He said that many commercial banks are prof-
iting but are not upgrading their security systems,
so account holders are at the mercy of hackers and
often get hacked. Due to sky-high interest rates,
bank deposits have reached Rs 25.6 trillion in FY
2023, but the people need to get the profits they de-
serve. m
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Jazz faces tough
challenges as
PTCL-Etisalat merger
jolts Pakistan’s
telecom market

A

i f

PTCI.s acquisition, backed by Etisalat’s prowess, could bring
about a new telecom era in Pakistan. With a government stake,
PTCL may leverage this merger to push for infrastructure
expansion and digital services, potentially reaping the benefits
of scale and state support. Jazz, on the other hand, needs to
navigate these waters with private-sector agility and a focus on
iInnovation to retain its market share

1 the growing telecom sector of Pakistan, Ve-

on's subsidiary Jazz faces a pivotal juncture.

The race between Jazz & PTCL has just really

started. It may result in domestic mergers and
acquisitions and further consolidation. Anyone’s
guess at this stage, one thing is for sure, both players
have to work hard to grow and scale.

The latest figures from Veon present a mixed
bag. While Jazz boasts a commendable year-over-
year (YoY) local revenue growth of 12% — an im-
pressive feat in a tough economic climate — when
converted to the reported currency, this figure faces
a steep 17.1% year-on-year downslide, according to
Veon’s trading update. This contrast underscores the

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

debilitating effect of the depreciating Pakistani ru-
pee and the country’s macroeconomic volatility on
Jazz's financial performance.

The strategic decision to sell Jazz’s tower as-
sets for $450 million may be both a lifeline and a
gamble. This divestiture frees up substantial capital.
However, with $150 million allocated for debt set-
tlement going to the Parent Co, the remaining $300
million represents a strategic war chest that must be
invested shrewdly. The question on investors’ minds
is whether Jazz can channel these funds into suc-
cessful digital ventures, or whether this will mark
the beginning of a gradual decline in infrastructure
quality and network reliability. We have seen plenty

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFK

TELEPEDIA | FLARE REPORT .

of bad bets from Jazz/Veon in trying to build and
launch its messaging app in 2017 to not being able to
capitalize JazzCash beyond low-end money transfer
use cases (don’t get me wrong, how it built out the
service from nowhere to take on easy paisa is great
execution) what we don’t know is, if they can get
past the basic use cases? They have burnt more ad-
vertising money on the SME/MSME market with
their QR code and
other  strategies
with no real finan-
cial returns.

Generally, it
is seen that the
value created by
the digital adop-
tion of services at
the consumer end
cannot directly be
captured by B2C
product creation
alone. A much
better model is
B2B2C and the B2B portfolio of PTCL (beyond cor-
porate SIM connectivity) is seemingly much larger
and faster growing compared to Jazz.

On the digital front, Jazz has made commend-
able strides. Veon's earnings call, as recounted by
Insider Monkey, highlighted JazzCash and Tama-
sha as shining examples of its successful digital op-
erator strategy. JazzCash continues to dominate the
fintech space with 15.4 million monthly active users,
and Tamasha has emerged as the country’s leading
video streaming app. Yet, as Pakistan's digital econ-
omy burgeons these platforms face the colossal task
of converting digital traffic into sustainable revenue
streams. A contender in the form of TAPMAD with
one million subscribers and a revenue model is a real
competitor in the space.

This land grab is without sustainable revenue
and Jazz has not leveraged its network dominance
to grow this, it has relied on the same advertising
muscle without reliance on innovation muscle. The
question, we are compelled to ask is, are they even
playing the innovation game or are they just carry-
ing out corporate instructions from VEON?

The scepticism surrounding Jazz'’s future is com-
pounded by the recent acquisition of Telenor Pa-
kistan by PTCL, a move that has the potential to
impact Jazz as the market leader for the first time
in three decades. The sentiments expressed by the
Jazz CEO on Twitter sound like a complex blend of
industry insight and personal reflection.

He acknowledges the potential efficiency gains
from market consolidation but also voices concerns
about foreign investment implications and the need
for policy reforms.

PTCL’s acquisition, backed by Etisalat’s prow-
ess, could bring about a new telecom era in Pakistan.
With a government stake, PTCL may leverage this
merger to push for infrastructure expansion and dig-
ital services, potentially reaping the benefits of scale
and state support. Jazz, on the other hand, needs to
navigate these waters with private-sector agility and
a focus on innovation to retain its market share.

Drawing parallels from other markets, the con-
solidation of telecom operators often leads to a
surge in investment and improvements in service
quality. However, it can also result in reduced com-
petition, potentially stifling innovation. Jazz's chal-
lenge will be to maintain its innovative edge while
managing the inherent risks of reduced CapEx and
infrastructure investment. (As per VEON alluding
in its Q3-Call).

The telecom sector’s history in Pakistan, marred
by high taxation and regulatory challenges, offers
a cautionary tale. Jazz's predecessors, Warid and
Telenor, once robust market players, ultimately con-
solidated or exited, leaving behind a legacy of what
could have been. Jazz mmst learn from these lessons
to avoid a similar fate.

As Jazz charts its course, the potential pitfalls are
nmumerous. The Pakistani telecom market, with over
167 million mobile subscribers as per the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority’s 2022 report, is ripe
for digital services growth, yet equally fraught with

Aamir lbrahim
CEO JAZZ
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economic and regulatory minefields. A failure to
capitalize on the digital wave could see Jazz's cus-
tomer base erode, particularly as PTCL and Etisalat
fortify their position as they are global players in
tough markets having launched and built more sus-
tainable products.

In conclusion, Jazz’s future hinges on strate-
gic agility and the effective deployment of its $300
million windfall if the sale goes through and num-
bers hold. Veon’s historical data and market prece-
dents suggest that the next few years will be critical.
Jazz may either emerge as a digital phoenix, rising
amidst Pakistan's telecom revolution, or find itself
outpaced by a newly consolidated PTCL-Etisalat
entity. The strategies adopted today will resonate
through the next decade, potentially redefining Pa-
kistan’s telecom narrative.

In the PTCL-Telenor merged Co, there is an ele-
ment of fixed line subscription and the very fast de-
ployment of FITH that PTCL has undertaken. By
Jan 2024, PTCL will become the largest FTTH play-
er overtaking Cybernet (source: PTA FTTH Market
Data). The fixed mobile convergence advantage that
PTCL-TP has cannot be replicated by Jazz unless
they use their $300 million war chest to acquire an
FTTH Operator.

In contrast, Jazz appears to be navigating
through a personality-centric leadership approach.
The company’s struggle to maintain a stable CEO
for its Jazz Cash venture, with approximately four
or five attempts falling short, potentially points to
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embrace a collaborative and inclusive leadership
style tend to exhibit greater adaptability and inno-
vation. PTCL’s ability to grow and retain its B2B
Leadership has not only delivered results but also

CEO Jazz Pakistan Aamir

Hafeez [brahim in his post on
‘X’ said the long-anticipated
news of PTCL’s official
acquisition of Telenor Pakistan
is finally out. This is big news
for the industry and will
certainly have long-lasting,
(hopefully, positive) implica-
tions for the country and
customers

cultivated a team-oriented culture that could give it
an edge over its rivals. This leadership model is con-
ducive to nurturing a fertile ground for new ideas
and initiatives, which are critical in the rapidly shift-
ing telecom landscape. But it's too early to make a
call about who wins.

Jazz, with the leadership tier seemingly en-
sconced in longstanding roles, may need the agility
that comes from a more fluid exchange of ideas and

Business News Magazine

scores a broader narrative in business: companies
that cultivate a dynamic and inclusive leadership
ethos are better positioned to thrive amidst market
upheavals. For Jazz and PTCL, the battle for tele-
com supremacy in Pakistan may well be won or lost
not just in boardrooms and balance sheets but in the
less tangible, yet equally critical, realm of leadership
philosophy and practice. Jazz’s ability to use it as a
strength and surprise everyone cannot be discount-
ed.

Here’s to the better company and leadership
dominating the space and for consumers to win in
the end.

CEO Jazz Pakistan Aamir Hafeez Ibrahim in
his post on ‘X’ said the long-anticipated news of
PTCL’s official acquisition of Telenor Pakistan is
finally out. This is big news for the industry and will
definitely have long-lasting, (hopefully, positive) im-
plications for the country and customers.

He said mergers and acquisitions (M&A) are
a common phenomenon in the business world.
In-market consolidation is not necessarily bad news.
Even large markets like India, China, and the USA
are served by three main telecom operators. Du-
plicating expensive infrastructure costs (especially
those based in USD, which consume our foreign
exchange) is not a good idea.

However, with PTCL being 62% govern-
ment-owned and 12% publicly owned, this acquisi-
tion seems more like nationalization as opposed to
foreign direct investment, which is what the govern-
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issues within its corporate hierarchy. Organizations
that operate on a ‘cult of personality’ or through an
atmosphere of looking to the parent co and thus
compliance are often at a disadvantage. Such envi-
ronments can stifle innovation and deter talented
individuals who may not align with the overarching
leadership ideology. But some may argue, that in a
developing market, one needs strong leaders, and
Jazz has certainly by way of its decade-long posi-
tion proven that they are doing it right. There is a
method to the madness for sure. Effective leadership
is what got them here, they have just been unlucky
in the Jazz Cash business. The question is, do they
take those lessons and evolve fast enough? Especial-
ly since there is no EasyPaisa in the PI'CL-Telenor
deal. Or does this now create two battlefronts for
Jazz, one in the telco space and one in the financial
services one? What if there was a possibility that
PTCL will also acquire Telenor Bank/easyPaisa in
which case the JazzCash advantage will face anoth-
er challenge?

The importance of leadership in shaping corpo-
rate destiny cannot be overstated. Companies that
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leadership styles. The top-down approach may hin-
der the company’s ability to effectively respond to
market changes and internal challenges.

The case of Jazz Cash is illustrative of the pitfalls
of a non-inclusive leadership approach. A revolving
door of CEOs (at Jazz Cash) needs to align with
the vision of the parent company(Jazz). Or the in-
stability at the leadership level can cascade through
the organization, eroding morale and hampering
the company’s ability to execute a coherent strategic
vision especially when you can’t win the battle by
deeper CapEx spend. The current market dynamics
around regulatory policies don't help either.

As PTCL quietly strengthens its position, backed
by a leadership that is open to experimentation and
ideation, Jazz’s leadership challenges could prove
to be a significant Achilles’ heel. While the telecom
giant is not without its strengths, its ability to evolve
and adapt leadership structures will be crifical in
keeping pace with a competitor that is quietly out-
manoeuvring it not just in market share, but in cor-
porate culture and innovation.

This juxtaposition of leadership models under-
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ment has been trying to promote.

One must ask why the two foreign entrants in
Pakistan in 2004 have been forced to exit (War-
id in 2016 and Telenor in 2023). Collectively, they
invested over $5 billion into Pakistan but couldn't
Jjustify continuing operations. Is it the market or our
policies (like dollar-based spectrum prices, exorbi-
tant taxation, long-drawn endless litigation process,
etc.)? What messages does it send to future inves-
tors?

Urgent introspection and reforms are required to
avert a #DigitalEmergency. This includes delinking
the spectrum from dollar pricing, lowering taxes on
internet usage and smartphones, reducing right-of-
way charges, simplifying the process, etc.

Can't help but feel a bit sad. Telenor was a wor-
thy competitor and a place I called home for 6 years.
Formed many friendships there, and learned about
marketing, telecom, management, and leadership.
Pakistan has a better workforce because of the pro-
gressive work practices we learned at Telenor.

Lastly, congratulations to PTCL and good luck.
Mergers are never easy! =
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griculture  is use of land be ensured,
the backbone e h o and a hierarchy of settle-
== Urbanization main ==z
conomy. services to be defined and

About 68% of the popu- upgraded.

lation is engaged in farm-
ing directly or indirectly
through the production,
processing and distribu-
tion of major agricultural
commodities.

Agriculture contributes
about 23 percent of our
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), provides liveli-
hood to about 68 percent
of people living in rural
areas and employs about
45 percent of the total na-
tional labour force. The
agriculture sector is the
major contributor to the
overall export earnings of
Pakistan. If the cultivation
lands are converted into
housing society schemes
then the food, and vege-
table prices are sure to in-
crease manifold. Therefore
it is imperative need to take =i
steps to stop urbanization §
and save cultivation lands
from becoming barren. [
Urbanization, a defining |
trend of the modern era,
is deeply affecting on var-
ious aspects of society, in- F &=
cluding agri-food systems “ 5=
and food security. As cities
grow and populations shift
from rural to urban ar-
eas, the dynamics of food
production, distribution,
and consumption undergo
significant changes. Flare
delved into the multifacet-
ed impact of urbanization
on agri-food systems and
explored its implications

b §. e

reason for curtailing

agri-land

The agriculture sector is a major contributor to the overall
export earnings of Pakistan. If the cultivation lands are
converted into housing society schemes then the food, and
vegetable prices are sure to increase manifold. Therefore it is
imperative need to take steps to stop urbanization and save
cultivation lands from becoming barren

Estimates show that
around $200 billion of
output could be gener-
ated from these sources
compared to the $70 bil-
lion currently generated.
Despite such a potential,
the country spends its
scarce foreign exchange to
import about $10 billion
worth of cotton, wheat,
sugar, edible oil, milk
powder and pulses.

Currently, the produc-
tivity remains below par
with a decreasing culti-
vation area and a pop-
| ulation-production  gap.
According to the World
Food Programme (WEP),
36.9 percent of Pakistanis
are food insecure, with
18.3 percent facing severe
food crises.

To address the chal-
lenges faced by Pakistan’s
agriculture sector, the
government established
~  the Special Investment Fa-

y cilitation Council (SIFC)
gv's earlier this year to attract

&' billions of dollars in in-
4= vestments to Pakistan's
agriculture sector from the
Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) states and local
investors to boost agricul-
ture production, which
can lead to job creation,
increased exports, and the
generation of additional
tax revenues.

Following the estab-
lishment of SIFC, Paki-
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for global food security.

Urbanization occurs as
a result of a combination of factors, including popu-
lation growth and the development of infrastructure,
in urban areas. This phenomenon is driven by a com-
bination of two factors i.e., push factors which en-
courage migration from rural areas and pull factors
which attract people to urban settings. You can see
not dozens but hundreds of housing societies across
the country on the cultivation lands that shrink the
output of agri-foods and high prices of properties.

Recently, the Prime Minister’s Land Use Com-
mittee has recommended a ban on converting prime
agricultural lands into housing societies. As per the
recommendation of the Committee, land use plans
in Pakistan, building control and zoning/land use
in growth zones should be given to the city govern-
ment.

The Committee was established by the Prime
Minister to give its input on land use plans for foster-
ing agreement on regulating the conversion of agri-
cultural land to housing societies across the country.

The Planning Minister is the convener of the
Committee and its members include provincial chief
secretaries, the secretary of the Ministry of National
Food Security & Research, the secretary of the Min-
istry of Inter-Provincial Coordination, as well as the
Provincial Ministers for Agriculture, Cooperatives,
Revenue, and Local Government.

The Land Use Committee aims to make Pakistan
prosperous and green through comprehensive and
integrated land use planning and safeguard prime
agricultural land from conversion into housing soci-
eties for systematic planning of development initia-
tives and aimed to control sprawl through planned
development.

The Committee’s Terms of Reference (TORs)
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included deliberation on the potential implications
of converting agricultural land by land developers
or housing societies about food security, agricultural
growth, livelihoods of rural communities and the in-
creasing pace of migration to urban areas. The TORs
also involved examining the federal and provincial
legislation related to the subject, as well as prevail-
ing land use and zoning regulations. The Commit-
tee recommended that the prime agricultural land
should be banned from being converted into housing
societies. Similarly, it was also recommended that ur-
ban regeneration plans be made and implemented in
urban centres on PPP Mode.

Building control and zoning/land use in growth
zones should be given to the city government, land
use policy & land use rules notified to encourage
high-rise developments and Urban roads to be linked

Agriculture contributes about
23 percent of our Gross
Domestic Product (GDP),
provides livelihood to about
68 percent of people living in
rural areas and employs about
45 percent of the total national
labour force

with high-speed corridors to reduce Rural-Urban mi-
gration, recommended the LLand Use Committee.
The Committee also recommended that new
housing schemes be allowed inside 20-year expan-
sion growth zones and banned outside the zone and

that land speculations may be discouraged optimal
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stan’s agricultural sector

has experienced notable
achievements. In October, the sector witnessed an
impressive growth rate of 73%, indicating a thriving
agricultural industry. This growth is evident in the
significant export increase of rice and sesame seeds.
These positive developments demonstrate the coun-
try’s efforts to diversify its exports and the overall
strength of the agricultural sector in Pakistan.

Furthermore, the Land Information and Man-
agement System, Center of Excellence (LIMS-CoE)
was also established under the Director General
Strategic Projects of the Pakistan Army to enhance
modern agro-farming by utilising over 9 million
hectares of uncultivated state land. Saudi Arabia
provided an initial $500 million investment to set up
the facility. The government anticipated an average
investment of 30 to 50 billion dollars in Pakistan
over the next three to four years. As part of this ini-
tiative, the country has recently introduced its first
corporate farm for modernising agricultural prac-
tices. Efforts are afoot to enhance productivity and
transform barren land into fertile, which will sig-
nificantly bolster our revenues. Another significant
initiative undertaken by SIFC is the Green Pakistan
Initiative (GPI), which focuses on crucial aspects
such as water conservation, sustainable farming,
and research and development.

One of the key beneficiaries of the Green Ini-
tiative will be small farmers, as the scope of this
programme will eventually extend throughout Pa-
kistan.

Furthermore, the Green Pakistan initiative
aligns with Pakistan’s ongoing efforts to attract
foreign investment and aims to create a conducive
environment for sustainable growth and economic
prosperity in the agricultural sector. =
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oxconn Technology will invest more than

$1.5 billion in an Indian construction proj-

ect to fulfil the Apple supplier’s “opera-

tional needs,” the company announced in
Taiwanese security filings.

Set back from a dusty highway in South In-
dia, three newly completed factory buildings rise
up behind a black spiked iron fence. In their shad-
ow, several yellow construction vehicles sit beside
mounds of upturned soil and the skeleton of a
half-built warehouse. This factory complex in Sripe-
rumbudur, an industrial town in Tamil Nadu state,
is one of Apple’s most important iPhone assembly
hubs outside of China. It is operated by Foxconn, a
Taiwan-based electronics manufacturing company.
Three times per day, the gates to this factory open
to swallow buses ferrying thousands of workers—
around three-quarters of them women. These work-
ers spend eight hours per day, six days per week, on
a humming assembly line, soldering components,
turning screws, or operating machinery. The factory
is one of the biggest iPhone plants in India, with
some 17,000 employees who churn out 6 million iP-
hones every year. And it’s fast expanding.

The $1.541 billion investment was made through
a Foxconn subsidiary, Hon Hai Technology India
Mega Development which has been registered in
India’s Maharashtra state since 2015, according to
one of the securities filings and Indian corporate re-
cords. A concurrent filing said the same subsidiary
would budget the equivalent amount in Indian ru-
pees for a construction project to fulfil “operational
needs.”

Foxconn is a major Apple supplier and has sig-
nificant operations in mainland China. Foxconn's
factories are a critical part of Apple’s iPhone man-
ufacturing and were hit hard when Covid-19 lock-
downs slowed production to a crawl in 2022.

Those lockdowns, alongside general geopoliti-
cal tumult, have prompted Apple suppliers such as
Foxconn to reassess their concentrated presence in
China. Foxconn has already announced mmltiple
projects inside India, including a $600 million proj-
ect in Karnataka state and a $500 million factory in
Telangana state.

The fresh investment comes a few months after
Foxconn pulled out of a $19.5 billion chipmaking
joint venture in India by “mutual agreement,” the
company said at the time. Foxconn added it re-
mained “confident” about India’s semiconductor
industry ambitions.

Foxconn — also known as Hon Hai Precision
Industry — has been investing heavily in its iPhone
factory in Sunguvarchatram. But with the factory’s
higher material costs and a greater percentage of
defective phones, the company has struggled to rep-
licate the cutthroat efficiency it is known for, accord-
ing to people familiar with the matter. As a result,
the iPhones produced by Foxconn in Sunguvarch-
atram have always been less profitable than those
made in China, two people close to the company
told Rest of World. Foxconn did not respond to
requests for comment.

Early this year, in an effort to improve produc-
tion and ready the plant to manufacture Apple’s
upcoming flagship iPhone 15, Foxconn dispatched
more Chinese workers to Sunguvarchatram. Engi-
neers like Li would get the India plant up to Chi-
na's speed.

“Manufacturing an entire iPhone 15 within
India — that is going to be projected as a big mo-
ment not just for Apple, but for India.”

In China, Foxconn demands long days, high
targets, and minimal delays and mistakes — all of
which proved difficult, if not impossible, to repli-
cate in India. The stress clearly took a toll on the
company’s local workforce. The ultimate goal —
a successful production run of the iPhone 15 —
would be a high-profile marker of India’s budding
manufacturing prowess.

“The government’s message is that India has
arrived on the scene, and is moving towards be-
coming a manufacturing powerhouse,” Anand P.
Krishnan, a fellow with the Centre of Excellence
for Himalayan Studies at Shiv Nadar University,
who studies manufacturing labour in China and
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Chinese Foxconn
Apple iPhone maker
to invest $1.5 billion

in India

The fresh investment comes a few months after Foxconn
pulled out of a $19.5 billion chipmaking joint venture in India
by “mutual agreement,” the company said at the time. Foxconn
added it remained “confident” about India’s semiconductor

industry ambitions

India, told Rest of World. “Manufacturing an en-
tire iPhone 15 within India — that is going to be
projected as a big moment not just for Apple, but
[also] for India.”

Every eight hours, the streets of Sunguvarcha-
tram come alive with buses emblazoned with the
names of multinational tech giants — Samsung,
Yamaha, or FHH, for Foxconn Hon Hai. Tired
workers are ferried between factories and their
apartments or dormitories — known as hostels in
India. Others hop onto motorcycles or climb into
three-wheeled auto rickshaws.

to appeal to people all over the world, from the
ramparts of the Red Fort, ‘Come, make in India,’
‘Come, manufacture in India,’” Modi said.
During most of the second half of the 20th
century, India was home to a thriving industry of
national electronics manufacturers. But in 1991,
import taxes were lowered, and foreign compet-
itors flooded and dominated the market. Indian
brands folded, and the country’s tech manufactur-
ing sector collapsed. It is one of the reasons why
India has had a persistent problem with anemic

job creation for its young and quickly growing

Sunguvarchatram  is

population over the past

part of a budding indus-The factory is one of the biggestthree decades.

trial corridor between
Chennai and Bengaluru,
southern India’s biggest
cities. Foreign carmakers
opened factories here first.
Starting in the 2000s, Tai-
wanese tech manufactur

iPhone plants in India, with

some 17000 employees who

churn out 6 million iPhones
every year

Annual foreign invest-
ment has doubled since the
announcement of Make
in India, according to the
government, but critics say
the initiative is a work in
progress at best. The man-

ers set up operations. Among them were Foxconn
and its competitor Wistron—the first company to
make iPhones in India in 2017 — the lower-end
iPhone SE.

The area is still in transition from an agricul-
tural town to a global manufacturing hub. Fallow
fields are interspersed with high-tech factory cam-
puses and brand-new hostels built to accommo-
date thousands of assembly line workers.

Sunguvarchatram’s evolution is a dream come
true for Prime Minister NarendraModi. In 2014,
at a Delhi landmark during his first Independence
Day address, he unveiled what would become
his signature “Make in India” initiative. “I want
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ufacturing sector slightly outpaced India’s econ-
omy overall between 2003 and 2018, but — de-
spite Make in India — has since fallen behind. Its
output grew by just 1.3% over the past year. Tech
manufacturing, however, has once again become
a bright spot. Companies like Foxconn, Samsung,
and the Chinese-owned Salcomp have all an-
nounced new or expanded facilities since last year.

A primary driver of investment in India is the
continuing US-China trade war. Chinese workers
are also no longer the cheapest option for some
manufacturing: The country’s workforce is shrink-
ing, better educated than ever, and not that interest-
ed in factory jobs anymore. w
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Pakistan sets up
two councils to take
exports to $100billion

EXPORT

"

Key factors currently hindering exports include high effective
import tariff rates, limited availability of long-term financing to
firms for expanding export capacity, inadequate provision of
marketintelligence servicesforexporters,andlowproductivity
of Pakistani firms

he Ministry of Industries and Production

held the inaugural meeting of the Indus-

trial Advisory Council (IAC), recently set

up to realize the country’s vision of $100
billion in exports.

Pakistan’s exports for 2022 stood at $39.42 bil-
lion, a 24.94 percent increase from 2021. The Indus-
trial Advisory Council — with CEOs from leading
industrial groups in Pakistan and the secretaries of
industries, commerce and finance as members —
will work exclusively to increase Pakistani exports.

The meeting was chaired by the Federal Minister
for Industries and Production, DrGoharEjaz, “bring-
ing together the collective expertise and insights of
the industry leaders to address critical issues and
propose actionable strategies for the enhancement
of the country’s industrial sector,” according to the
statement issued by the Ministry.

The Ministry stated “During the meeting, each
private sector member of the Industrial Advisory
Council presented his perspectives and expertise.
The presentations shed light on the challenges faced
by the industrial sector and provided valuable, prac-
tical suggestions for its improvement.”

“This gathering symbolized a collaborative effort
to harness the vast potential of Pakistan’s industrial
landscape and it aligns with the national objective
of achieving $100 billion in exports,” the Ministry
added.

The Ministry anticipated that the outcomes of
this meeting would pave the way for innovative solu-
tions, policy recommendations, and collaborative
initiatives that will contribute significantly to the
growth and sustainability of the industrial sector.
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The World Bank has said Pakistan needs to in-
crease both private investments and exports to sus-
tain strong economic growth. Key factors currently
hindering exports include high effective import tariff
rates, limited availability of long-term financing to
firms for expanding export capacity, inadequate pro-
vision of market intelligence services for exporters,
and low productivity of Pakistani firms.

“The long-term decline in exports as a share of
GDP has implications for the country’s foreign ex-
change, jobs, and productivity growth. Therefore,
confronting core challenges that are necessary for
Pakistan to compete in global markets is an impera-
tive for sustainable growth,” the World Bank said in
a report last year.

The report recommended gradually reducing ef-
fective rates of protection through a long-term tariff
rationalization strategy to encourage exports and re-
allocating export financing away from working cap-
ital and into capacity expansion through the Long-
Term Financing Facility.

It also advised consolidating market intelligence
services by supporting new exporters and evaluat-
ing the impact of current interventions to increase
their effectiveness and designing and implementing
a long-term strategy to upgrade the productivity of
firms that fosters competition, and innovation and
maximizes export potential.

In pursuit of Pakistan’s $100 billion export vi-
sion, the government has created two separate Ex-
port Advisory Councils for Textile and non-textile
Sectors respectively, the Minister of Commerce and
Industry DrGoharEjaz said during a meeting with
the Ambassador of China, Jiang Zaidong.
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According to the press release, the Minister of
Commerce and Industry in meeting with the Ambas-
sador of China to Pakistan discussed Pakistan-Chi-
na Economic cooperation, especially in the field of
trade and Investment.

The focus of the discussions revolved around the
implementation of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), which has now entered its second
phase.

DrEjaz told the Ambassador that the first phase
of CPEC was at an advanced age at an inter-govern-
mental level which helped develop the infrastructure,
road network, and power plants to meet the energy
needs of the country. He said the time has come for
the private sectors of both countries to gear up to re-
alize the benefits of the ground that has been pre-
pared by the two governments.

Minister GoharEjaz, heralded the start of a new
relationship initiated by consensus between Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and Prime Minister AnwaarulH-
agKakar on the second stage of CPEC.

He urged the Chinese private sector to invest in
Pakistan, with particular attention to special eco-
nomic zones (SEZs) in Lahore and Karachi.

He also informed the Ambassador that he met
Ambassador ShaZu Kang, President of the Pak-Chi-
na Friendship Association, in China and they also
agreed that this was the way forward.

Minister Ejaz highlighted the importance of pri-
vate-sector collaboration as the next step in strength-
ening the Pak-China relationship. He revealed plans
for the development of a Northern SEZ to link
Urumgi with Pakistan and the availability of the La-
hore and Karachi SEZs for further development.

The Minister said as a part of his “Vision Paki-
stan: Road to $100 billion Exports”, he has created
two separate Export Advisory Councils for Textile
and non-textile Sectors respectively.

These Councils would meet every month or
with higher frequency if required. “SMEs and the
non-textile sectors are the keys to Pakistan’s prosper-
ity and progress,” said Dr. Ejaz.

He informed the Ambassador that as a follow-up
to the visit of the Prime Minister to China last
month, he would be taking a delegation of the three
main groups to China from 11 to 15 December 2023.

In addition to the members of the two Export
Advisory Councils mentioned above, the third group
would include the CEOs of the top industrial groups
in Pakistan.

This multi-segmental delegation representing
the business sector of Pakistan would hold meetings
with their counterparts in China for trade and invest-
ment and the formation of joint ventures.

The Chinese Ambassador acknowledged the cru-
cial role of the Commerce Ministry in promoting
Pak-China trade and increasing Pakistani exports.
He further discussed the importance of key projects,
including the upgrade of ML1 and the realignment
of the Karakoram Highway.

The Industrial Advisory
Council — with CEOs from
leading industrial groups in

Pakistan and the secretaries of
industries, commerce and fi-
nance as members — will work
exclusively to increase
Pakistani exports

The significance of the northern region, particu-
larly the work on the Khunjerab Pass, was also high-
lighted.

The Commerce Minister emphasized the need to
develop and operate Special Economic Zones and
reiterated the importance of Gwadar Port.

“Pakistan is focusing on sectors such as agricul-
ture, mining, new energy, and I'T under the frame-
work of the SIFC,” said DrEjaz.

He further stated that the Ministry of Commerce
played a crucial role especially concerning SEZs and
the production of value-added goods. =
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Pakistani hotographers
by the innovation of

vivo V29 oG % V29e 5G

Pakistan’s top tech experts have praised the vivo V29e 5G, providing ample reasons for
users to upgrade and relish its exceptional features. Secure yours now to experience the

enchante

remarkable capabilities of this smartphone!

s vivo V series continues to expand, so
does the bar for smartphone photog-
raphy. Like always, the vivo V series
has left many speechless because of
its spellbinding camera capabilities, gorgeous de-
sign, and impeccable performance. The recently
launched V29 5G and V29e 5G smartphones in
Pakistan arephotography marvels in the pocket.

The photographers are awestruck with vivo's
magnificent Smart Aura Light and Smart Color
Temperature Adjustment. The eminent photogra-
phers and content creators from across Pakistan
including Abid Saleem, Fahad Hanif, Ali Awais
and Arslan Arifreviewed the imaging capabilities
of the mighty V29 5G and V29e 5G. These pho-
tographers tested and evaluated both phones in
several situations and shared their experiences.

Abid Saleem, a storyteller who believes in cap-
turing emotions, shared his experience using the
vivo V29 5G. He said, “At least one person always
ends up ducking to fit in the group selfie but, not
with V29 5G. The S0MP AF Group Selfie Camera
with 92° Field of View (0.8X) provides room for
every smile in the frame capturing pictures with
precision and clarity. The auto-focus feature of the
camera parallel focuses on each person. Beyond
this, when I was taking a group shot in a dark envi-
ronment, I used the Smart Aura LightPortrait fea-
ture, and it gave me the perfect light on my images;
I'm amazed to see the Smart Color Temperature
Adjustment helped me adjust the ambient light
to give the subject a warm light and have the ac-
curate color.” He further mentioned that he has
never seen this feature in any smartphone before,
“it's like carrying a studio in your pocket” Abid
concluded by this.

Fahad Hanif, who specializes in landscape
and street photography, echoed his sentiment for
vivo V29 5G, and said, that itsgorgeous design
is also comfortable to hold for extended periods,
which is essential when capturing shots or video
footage. Talking about the photography capabili-
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ties, he said, “It isa game changer in photography,
parUmlla.rly with distant subjects The advanced

vivo V29 556 me #2 ¥E0 150305
zoom capabilities allow me to capture detailed
shots from afar without losing image quality. The
color vibrance of the display shows how good the
image quality tends to be. Its Smart Color Tem-
perature Adjustment gives the user a wide, warm
color range to capture the essence of the portrait.
Low light conditions are always challenging, but
the Smart Aura Light is a remarkable feature that
aids significantly in these situations. In portrait
photography, Smart Aura Light provides just the
right amount of illumination to enhance the sub-
ject without overpowering the natural ambiance
of the scene.”

vivo V2o &= =
Ali Awais, an avid nature photographer and
traveler, said the vivo V29e 5G has been outstand-
ing in different outdoor environments. The design
allows him to use it easily without it sliding out
of his hand. “As soon as I held the vivo V29 5G,
I knew it would be my go-to smartphone for re-
viewing my photographs before uploading them to
social media. It is the thinnest 5G smartphone in
its segment, making it easier to carry all day. Its
6.67-inch AMOLED display screen is perfect for
viewing my photographs. On top of that, its mul-
tiple lens camera has made my creative process
smoother and easier.” The 64MP OIS Ultra-Sens-
ing Camera, 8MP Ultra Wide-Angle Camera, and
2MP Monochrome Camera give efficient zoom
capabilities. He mentioned “Being a regular user
of professional cameras, it usually gets annoying
to move closer to the subject to take closeup im-
ages. The vivo V29e 5G has relieved me from that
pain with its impressive zoom capabilities. Be it
portraits, street, or landscape photography, I can
take close-up images without stepping forward.
Images * color accuracy and display quality are
important parts of any photographer’s work. Its

5.56 mm 1.4 V100 1SO159
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display effortlessly matches the quality of any pro-
ffssmnal display that professional photographers

use.’

5.56 mm /0.9 28 15050

vivo V29

Arslan Arif, the person behind Androon La-
hore, who captures the beautiful streets of Lahore,
said, “vivo V29 5@ is a creative tool that empow-
ers photographers and videographers. As I contin-
ue to explore Androon Lahore and beyond, my
vivo V29 5G remains an extension of my artistic
vision, capturing the beauty of every moment.
When the sun sets and the city is cloaked in the
minimal light of night, the vivo V29 5G emerges
as a low-light champion. The Smart Aura Light
Portraitcan tackle any dynamic lighting surround-
ing to provide impressive portraits. It effortlessly
transforms challenging conditions into opportu-
nities capturing the beauty of the night with un-
paralleled finesse. Complementing this, the Smart
Color Temperature Adjustment feature enables
users to manually control the warmth or coolness
of the aura light to harmonize it with the scenar-
io. Whether you're aiming for a classic look or a
modern twist, this feature lets you mold the light-
ing to match your vision. It's not just a phone it’s
a creative companion that thrives in any setting.”

5.56 mm f/O.96 VIZE ISO7E

vivo V28 E=

With the V29 5G and V29e 5G, vivo has made
significant progress toward achieving photograph-
ic precision. The rear camera can perform very
well in low light and nighttime conditions thanks
to the new Smart Color Temperature Adjustment
and the innovative Smart Aura Light, which also
gives subjects in the photos a flattering aura. The
front camera can now take stunning group shots
and films in addition to single-person selfies solely
due to the enhanced functionality of the 50MP AF
Group Selfie and Super Group Video. These de-
velopments and other vital performance elements
have cemented V29 5G and V29 5G’s dominant
position in front and rear camera studio portraits. =
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Pakistan, Azerbaijan hold
wide scope of cooperation in

Bilateral relations between Pakistan and Azerbaijan have been gaining strength for the last two

harmaceutical sector

g

years in which political leadership, economic diplomacy, media and embassies of both sides
have played an important role whereby the pace of people-to-people, business-to-business and
government-to-government contacts has immensely enhanced in diverse sectors of the economy

harmaceutics is not only an economic but
also a strategic sector for any country. Espe-
cially, COVID-19 confirmed the importance
of this sector.

As for Azerbaijan, special importance is given to
the development of this field. Despite some ups and
downs in the process of development, Azerbaijan has
had various projects with other countries so far.

As an example of the growing interest in the de-
velopment of pharmaceuticals, we can cite the recent
visit of a delegation from Pakistan to Azerbaijan to
evaluate its prospects. Of course, the initial impres-
sion of the delegation was based on the fact that their
interest in developing this sector in Azerbaijan is very

Dr. Imran Khalid, Director of Governance and
Policy and expert on the subject, said in a comment
that the pharmaceutical industry in Pakistan has ex-
perienced significant growth and transformation over
the years, emerging as a vital contributor to the coun-
try’s economy and healthcare sector. With a sales vol-
ume equivalent to 3 billion dollars in 2023, Pakistan’s
pharmaceutical industry has grown over 12% over
the past 5 years.

“With a rapidly expanding market, a robust reg-

framework, and a commitment to innova-
tion, Pakistan’s pharmaceutical industry is making its
mark on the global stage. There are around 600 big
and small manufacturing companies in Pakistan. Pa-
kistan’s pharmaceutical market has been on a steady
upward trajectory, driven by a combination of fac-
tors such as population growth, increased healthcare
awareness, and rising per capita income.

The industry’s expansion has been particularly
noteworthy, as it caters not only to the domestic mar-
ket but also exports pharmaceutical products to over
50 countries, including the United States, Europe,
and the Middle East.

He pointed out that one of the cornerstones of
the Pakistani pharmaceutical industry’s success is
its well-established regulatory framework. The Drug
Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) ensures
that the industry adheres to international standards,
making it an attractive destination for foreign inves-
tors and pharmaceutical giants. Dr Imran Khalid
pointed out that this adherence to quality and safe-
ty standards has enabled Pakistani pharmaceutical
companies to receive approvals from renowned glob-
al regulatory authorities, boosting their export poten-
tial.
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“Pakistan pharmaceutical company has demon-
strated continuous improvement and upgradation as
per the international standards. Pakistan’s pharma-
ceutical industry has come a long way, transforming
from a domestically focused sector to a global player.
Its consistent commitment to quality, innovation, and
regulatory excellence has propelled it to new heights.
With a bright future ahead, Pakistan’s pharmaceuti-
cal industry is set to continue making a positive im-
pact on the nation’s economy and global healthcare,”
Imran Khalid said. The local manufacturing capac-
ity of pharmaceuticals is a vital component of any
country’s economy. “The transfer of this expertise to
Agzerbaijan will not only help transfer of technology
but also it will help in the availability of cost reduc-
tion in the healthcare sector. Generating cost-effec-
tive and quality manufacturing capabilities will make
Azerbaijjan an attractive destination for investors
- globally and locally — as well as global companies
who are looking to outsource their production,” he
underlined.

The industry’s expansion has
been particularly noteworthy,
as it caters not only to the do-
mestic market but also exports
pharmaceutical products to
over o0 countries, including the

United States, Furope, and the
Middle East

He stressed that the future of collaboration be-
tween Azerbaijan and Pakistan's pharmaceutical
industry looks promising, As the global demand for
affordable and high-quality medicines contimuies to
rise, Local pharmaceutical companies are well-posi-
tioned to capitalize on this opportunity. He said the
joint venture between Pakistan and Azerbaijan will
create synergy in research and development, along
with its adherence to international quality standards
to provide cost-effective medicines to the public.

“Additionally, collaborations with Pakistani
pharmaceutical companies and investment in re-
search and development will enhance the local
industry’s innovation potential. Furthermore, the
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government’s support for the sector, including poli-
cies that incentivize research and development, will
likely lead to more substantial advancements in the
coming years,” the Pakistani expert added.

The Economic Zones Development Agency
(EZDA) held a meeting with a delegation led by
Saeed Nadem Ahmed, CEO of Searl, a pharma-
ceutical company in Pakistan, and Yusif Asif, CEO
of Mercury ME DMCC.

EZDA said that ElkiyarZiyadov, Deputy Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of IZIA, informed
the delegation about existing industrial parks in
Azerbaijan, investment opportunities created for
entrepreneurs, and applied tax and customs con-
cessions. Besides, a presentation of industrial zones
was held. At the meeting, the chief executive offi-
cer ofSearl Company, Said Nadem Ahmed, pointed
out that he is interested in establishing a pharma-
ceutical production enterprise by taking advantage
of the business opportunities created for investors
in the Pirallahi Industrial Park.

Bilateral relations between Pakistan and Azer-
baijan have been gaining strength for the last two
years in which political leadership, economic di-
plomacy, media and embassies of both sides have
played an important role whereby pace of peo-
ple-to-people, business-to-business and govern-
ment-to-government contacts have immensely
enhanced in diverse sectors of the economy. Resul-
tantly, the volume of bilateral trade has been sub-
stantially increased between the two sides which is
a good omen.

Moreover, during various high official meetings,
the two sides also agreed to boost cooperation in
the trade, business, defence, security, energy and
other sectors which would gear up mutually benefi-
cial propositions in the days to come.

Additionally, they also noted joint working for
further strengthening the relations with a focus
on different fields like trade, connectivity, energy,
tourism and Information Technology, education,
culture, science & technology, space cooperation,
agriculture, mining, infrastructure development,
medical sciences, sports, cement, pharmaceutical,
especially in liberated areas of Karabakh. Further-
more, bilateral cooperation in the defence sphere
mainly joint drills, training, military production,
drones, fifth-generation fighter planes, missile tech-
nology and last but not least, tanks and other modern
war gadgets in the days to come. m
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COP2Z8 agrees to stop
fossil fuels burning
to save climate

degradation
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Over 198 partner nations agreed to transition away from
fossil fuels to reach net zero, encouraged countries to submit
economy-wide Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs),
include specific targets to triple renewables and double
energy efficiency by 2030, and ignite the conversation around

climate finance

s scientists warned of a burning world,

a historic agreement was reached to fi-

nally end the destructive burning of fos-

sil fuels by global leaders who gathered
in Dubai for COP28. The unanimously approved
Global Stocktake concluded the two-week UN cli-
mate conference on what many see as “a positive
note.”

Over 198 partner nations agreed to transition
away from fossil fuels to reach net zero, encouraged
countries to submit economy-wide Nationally De-
termined Contributions (NDCs), include specific
targets to triple renewables and double energy effi-
ciency by 2030, and ignite the conversation around
climate finance. The outcome of the conference
— presided over by the oil giant ADNOC’s chief
Sultan al-Jaber, who also heads the Masdar Future
energy company in Abu Dhabi, and is a minister
in the Gulf state — has been hailed as a major mile-
stone and a cause for optimism by many, but some
climate experts and youth activists expressed mixed
sentiments about the final text. Al-Jaber called the
deal “historic,” adding: “We have language on fossil
fuel in our final agreement for the first time ever.”

He added a line of caution: “An agreement is
only as good as its implementation”.He said: “We
are what we do, not what we say. We must take the
steps necessary to turn this agreement into tangible
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The Outcome — Global Stocktake

“Whilst we didn’t turn the page on the fossil fuel
era in Dubai, this outcome is the beginning of the
end,” said UN Climate Change Executive Secretary
Simon Stiell in his closing speech. “Now all gov-
ernments and businesses need to turn these pledges
into real-economy outcomes, without delay.”

The global stocktake is the central outcome of
the climate conference as it acts as the foundation

The Global Stocktake text has
attracted mixed opinions even
as the fossil fuel phaseout is
being seen as a major win as
COP28 comes to an end in
Dubai

for countries to develop stronger climate action
plans by 2025.

The stocktake recognizes the science that indi-
cates global greenhouse gas emissions need to be
cut 43 percent by 2030, compared to 2019 levels, to
limit global warming to 1.5°C. But it notes parties
are off track when it comes to meeting their Paris
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Agreement goals. The stocktake calls on partner
nations to take action towards tripling renewable
energy capacity and doubling energy efficiency im-
provements by 2030. The list also includes acceler-
ating efforts towards the phase-down of unabated
coal power, phasing out inefficient fossil fuel sub-
sidies, and other measures that drive the transition
away from fossil fuels in energy systems, with de-
veloped countries, urged to take the lead.

Inthe short-term, these countries are encouraged
to come forward with ambitious, economy-wide
emission reduction targets, covering all greenhouse
gases, sectors and categories and aligned with the
1.5°C limit in their next round of climate action
plans (known as nationally determined contribu-
tions) by 2025.

“COP28 has delivered, for the first time at cli-
mate talks, a clear call on countries to transition
away from fossil fuels. The deal is not perfect, but
one thing is clear -- the world is no longer denying
our harmful addiction to fossil fuels. Now we move
beyond bargaining to action,” the UN Environment
Program Executive Director Inger Andersen said in
a statement shared with Al Arabiya English.

“This means real action on a rapid transition
away from fossil fuels, especially for the G20, and
real action on the many other positives agreed at
COP28,"” he added.

“The reality, as outlined in UNEP’s Emissions
Gap report released ahead of the COP, is that we
are not on track to deliver a resilient, low-carbon
and just world. This reality has not changed yet.
Now the hard work of decarbonization must be-
gin,” he said, adding that there is a need for greater
finance and deliver on the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs). “We have the solutions; we
know what needs to be done. And action can no
longer wait,” Andersen said.

Mixed reaction

“There can be no new investments in fossil proj-
ects,” UAE-based youth activist AyshkaNajib told
Al Arabiya English after the approval of the final
text at COP28 in Dubai.

“...as the youth we are extremely disappoint-
ed,” the 21-year-old, who is a member of Fridays
for Future MAPA, said.

“The new text mentions transitioning away
from fossil fuels without any clear reduction path-
ways and only in the energy sector. But what about
all the other uses of fossil fuels,” she asked rhetor-
ically.

“This text fails to really identify the urgent need
for clear mitigation pathways reducing coal, oil and
gas in the next few years with sufficient funding
commitments, not explicitly mentioning oil and
gas, and focuses a lot more on emissions than fossil
fuels,” she continued. Najib, who organized and led
protests during multiple days of the climate confer-
ence, said the text lacked “concrete outcomes other
than just discussions” and a statement to feed into
the next stocktake.

She also alleged that there was a limited plan
of action on finance and funds to phase out fossil
fuels.

“There are no forward-looking elements on the
climate finance, no recognition of developed coun-
try obligations to fund,” the activist said, adding
that the Global North group of wealthy, developed
nations needs to fund a phase-out that focuses on
2.1°C. She said these groups of wealthy nations are
“continuously shifting money and responsibilities
around and investing in funds without implemen-
tation which dilutes overall responsibility amongst
all actors.” Following al-Jaber'skeynote, Samoan
delegate Anne Rasmussen voiced their frustration
about the oversight. “We didn’t want to interrupt
the standing ovation when we came into the room,
but we are a little confused about what happened.
It seems that you just get on with the decisions and
the small island developing states were not in the
rm”

Najib, who told Al Arabiya English that her
group has been in close contact with the AOSIS,
“clearly witnessed a power dynamic in the room as
the decisions were gaveled without allowing AOSIS
to speak and hence being against consensus.” =
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China installs
desalination plant to
overcome Gwadar

water issue

The water shortage has bee the largest hurdle in the

development of Gwadar district, the Prime Minister said while
addressing the inauguration ceremony of the China-aided
desalination project and upgrade of the Pak-China Friendship

Hospital in Gwadar

rime Minister Anwaar-ul-HagKakar has

said the China-donated seawater desalina-

tion plant will resolve the water shortage in

Gwadar which has been the biggest prob-
lem in the area for many years.

The water shortage has been the largest hurdle
in the development of Gwadar district, the Prime
Minister said while addressing the inauguration cer-
emony of the China-aided desalination project and
upgrade of the Pak-China Friendship Hospital in
Gwadar.

He said there were many problems in the area re-
lated to the lack of drinking water. He termed Gwa-
dar as highly important for Balochistan and said, the
desalination plant would provide 5,000 tons per day
of potable water to this area.

Additionally, the China-donated Pak-China
Friendship Hospital has been upgraded from a 50-
bed capacity to a 150-bed with additional necessary
medical equipment. The hospital has an emergen-
cy department, outpatient department, inpatient
department, medical technology department, and
administration and supporting system.

Pakistan and China should work together to
build Gwadar into a high-quality port, regional
trade centre and connectivity hub, the Prime Min-
ister added.

On the occasion, Chinese Ambassador to Paki-
stan Jiang Zaidong said that China and Pakistan are
all-weather strategic cooperative partners.

Both countries have actively promoted the con-
struction of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and worked hard to bring the benefits of the

CPEC development to all the people of Pakistan,
the Ambassador said, adding that the Gwadar Port
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has made great progress in its construction and op-
eration as a leading project of the CPEC.

China is willing to work with Pakistan to coor-
dinate security and development and advance the
high-quality construction of the CPEC, the Chinese
envoy said.

Launched in 2013, the CPEC, a flagship project
of the China-proposed Belt and Road Initiative, is
a corridor linking the Gwadar port in southwestern
Pakistan with Kashgar in northwest China’s Xinji-
ang Uygur Autonomous Region, which highlights
energy, transport and industrial cooperation.

Pakistan and China achieved concrete progress
under the China-Pakistan

ECONOMY |
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had been completed under the Economic Corridor.

The Consul General said the Havalian-Thakot
section of Karakoram Highway, Jakla-DI Khan
Motorway, Optical Cable, Eastern Expressway and
Orange Line Metro Train Lahore projects had also
been completed and started giving fruits to the com-
mon man.

He said that so far 14 energy projects including
the Qasim Port Coal Power Plant, Hub Coal Power
Plant and Thar Coal Power Plant have been com-
pleted and the people of Pakistan were reaping their
benefits.

He said that in Gawadar, the Pak China Friend-
ship Hospital project and China Aid Seawater De-
salination plant had also been completed and inau-
gurated to facilitate the people of the area.

Apart from the above projects, several solar,
wind and Hydro power plants had also been com-
pleted and they were producing electricity to share
in the socio-economic stability of the country, Yang
said.

He said after the completion of the Sukkur- Mul-
tan Motorway, the travel time had reduced from 11
hours to less than 5 hours while the Lahore Orange
Line Metro project had also been put into operation
and several Industrial and Special Economic Zones
became functional under the Corridor projects, at-
tracting investment from China and other countries.

He said the Chinese and Pakistani leaders in a
meeting in Beijing last month, expressed their com-
mitment and consensus to expedite progress on the
CPEC projects to enhance cooperation between the
countries in future. He said these projects are peo-
ple-centric and would solidify the economic founda-
tions of Pakistan.

‘While replying to a question, the Chinese Con-
sul General said the CPEC would prove to be a live-
lihood-enhancing corridor where new technology
would be used to make the project more sustainable
and environment and climate-friendly. He also invit-
ed other parties to join the Corridor to benefit from
it. Responding to a query regarding the Thar Coal
Power Plant, the Consul General said the Chinese
companies made sizeable investments in the project
that had become operational and power generated
from the project had been added to the national grid.

Due to its dependence on local mineral resources
rather than on imported ones, the Thar Coal project
will provide sustainable foundations for Pakistan's
economic growth, he noted.

On another question regarding cooperation in
the field of education, the Consul General said that
over 30,000 Pakistani students were getting educa-
tion in Chinese universities, colleges and other ed-
ucational institutions. Moreover, several Chinese
Engineers were also working on CPEC projects in
Pakistan, while Pakistani Engineers were obtaining
training in China to gain expertise, he added.

The CG advised that more Pakistani students
should go to China to get higher, technical and high
school education so that they could become more
beneficial for their homeland.

China was increasing the number of scholarships
for Pakistani students and conducting exchange
programs between universities of both countries to

Economic Corridor which
is paving the foundation of
sustainable  development
and economic growth of
Pakistan.

The people of Pakistan

Pakistan to coordinate

provide Pakistani students

China is willing to work with more educational opportu-

nities in China, he said add-
ing, he would like Chinese
students to come to Paki-

security and development stan to get education.

He said Karachi Univer-

started reaping the benefits a1y (] gdvance the high-quality sity and other Pakistani Ed-

of the CPEC journey as

ucational Institutions had

several major projects haveconstruction of the CPEC, thesarted Chinese language

been completed and many
are in the completion pro-
cess.

Chinese envoy said

Courses.
He expressed hope that

These views were expressed by the Consul Gen-
eral of the People’s Republic of China in Karachi,
Yang Yundong in an exclusive interview with the
local news agency.

Regarding progress on CPEC projects, Yang
Yundong said the Gwadar Port had become op-
erational for a few years, free zones were also in
operation while the New Islamabad Airport, Suk-
kur-Multan Motorway and other major projects,

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFK

such skill development pro-
grams would prove beneficial for people of both
countries as more and more Pakistanis were show-
ing interest in learning the Chinese language with
the intent to work in CPEC projects, enhance co-
operation and strengthen friendships. We need the
young generation of both countries to learn from
each other for the bright future of their countries,
he stressed. =
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Podcast trending fast
for covering a host of

subjects

#PLE §
lem

, Listen on

" Google Podce

American
Life

i

Planet Mor-

Typically, podcasters will record and edit digital content and
share it with an audience. They can post on Youlube, publish
audio files ona podcast hosting service (such as Apple Podcasts,

Google Podecasts, or Spotify),
directly through their websites

or share the podcast episode

odcasting doesn’'t have a long history. In

fact, the word podcast was introduced in

2004. While podcasts are a relatively recent

invention, they've had a major impact on
audiences across the world.

But what is a podcast, and why are so many
people drawn to them? Podcasts are similar to radio
shows but offer unique advantages that make them
appealing to audiences and content creators.

There are many types of podcasts, and no two
podcasts are exactly alike. No matter how you define
podcasting, it’s clear that this media format deserves
a closer look.

So, what is a podcast, and how does it work? In
simple terms, a podcast is a digital medium consist-
ing of audio (or video) episodes that relate to a spe-
cific theme. The hosts of a podcast are referred to as
“pOdCﬂ.St'EIS."

While many forms of media have barriers to
entry, a podcast is simple to create. To get started,
podcasters only need basic equipment, like record-
ing software and a microphone. Since podcasts aren’t
regulated, anyone is free to record and share content.

Typically, podcasters will record and edit digital
content and share it with an audience. They can post
on YouTube, publish audio files on a podcast hosting
service (such as Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts,
or Spotify), or share the podcast episode directly
through their websites.

Once a podcast is released, it can attract an audi-
ence in several ways. Podcast directories allow users
to discover and subscribe to new podcasts. Since ma-
jor search engines display podcast episodes in search

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

results, strong SEO (search engine optimization) can
also help a podcast find listeners.

Not all podcasts have the same goal, but as a
general rule, podcasts are a form of entertainment.
People might listen to a podcast to learn more about
a topic, keep up with current events, or because they
want to laugh.

A podcast can also be a powerful marketing tool.
Podcasting can be an opportunity to promote your
business, broaden your reach, or market to your ex-
isting andience. If you're able to build a community
around a podcast, it can also be a way to build trust.

There are more than 100 million active podcast
listeners in the United States, and they’re becoming
more popular each year. A podcast has the potential
to inform, inspire, or engage its audience. Ultimately,
a podcast is a way to share content. While some en-
joy reading articles, others prefer something they can
listen to. Podcasting is flexible, and podcasters can
use the medium in many ways.

Like books, movies, and other forms of entertain-
ment, podcasts cover various topics. While comedy
is the most popular podcast genre, different genres,
like true crime, news, and business, also have a wide
audience.

If you try to define podcasting, you'll quickly
realize that podcasts are incredibly varied. Podcasts
can differ in length, tone, and format. Some of the
most popular styles of podcasting include:

A conversational podcast is essentially a discus-
sion. A podcast host may casually discuss a topic or
interview guests. This format is similar to a tradition-
al radio show.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFK
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‘While conversation podcasts usually feature co-
hosts or a roundtable discussion, monologue pod-
casts have a solo host. It’s an unscripted format that
can cover a range of topics. Since you don’t have to
coordinate with other hosts, this podcast style can be
an easy way to grow your audience.

These podcasts present a real-life event in an en-
gaging way. What's an example of a podcast that
uses this format? “This American Life” is a popular
radio show and podcast that tells journalistic human
interest stories.

Many podcasts are non-fiction, but podcasts can
also be a format for a fictional story. Some scripted
podcasts tell a story over a few episodes, while others
present standalone tales.

Learn how to develop your unique brand voice,
design a beautiful website, and create content that
grabs attention with a little help from us.

It’s becoming increasingly common for content
creators to repurpose existing content into podcast
episodes. For example, hosts can read blog posts and
articles during the podcast. This allows audiences to
engage with content in their preferred format.

Podcasts don’t have to stick to a single format.
It's not umisual for podcasts to vary in style across
episodes or over time. For example, someone with a
monologue podcast might occasionally invite guests
and host a conversational podcast episode.

‘While podcasting was exclusively an audio me-
dium in its early days, that's no longer the case. It's
common for podcasts to include a video element,
such as video footage of the hosts or images and in-
fographics. Both audio files and videos have benefits
and offer different possibilities.

Audio podcasts are more accessible. While peo-
ple can listen to a digital audio file anywhere, videos
can only be enjoyed under certain circumstances. An
audio podcast also requires less equipment and can
be hosted on various platforms.

On the other hand, video podcasts can help
podcasters reach a new audience. People who don't
usually listen to podcasts may watch videos on plat-
forms like YouTube or Twitch. When you use video
footage, you can also share information that would
be difficult to convey via audio content.

‘When choosing a format for your podcast, it’s
important to consider your goals, audience, and re-
sources. Behavioural targeting can help you identify
which type of podcast is more appealing to your tar-
get audience.

Once a podcast is released, it
can attract an audience in
several ways. Podcast direc-
tories allow users to discover
and subscribe to new podcasts.
Since major search engines dis-
play podcast episodes in search
results, strong SKO (search
engine optimization) can also
help a podcast find listeners

It’s clear that podcasts have a vast audience, but
what makes the format so popular? One of the most
appealing things about podcasts is how easy they are
to enjoy. Many podcasts are free to listen to, and peo-
ple can listen to them at home or on the go.

Since there are many types of podcasts, virtually
anyone can find a podcast that appeals to their tastes
and interests. There’s a podcast for any potential au-
dience, from educational podcasts to laugh-out-loud
funny podcasts.

The podcasting format is also ideal for mmlti-
tasking. Audio podcasts aren't demanding and don't
require your full attention. You can listen to a pod-
cast while you’re working, running errands, or even
while you're exercising.

‘When people listen to a podcast, they can con-
nect with a larger community. Podcasts can help peo-
ple find others that share their passions and interests.
Many podcasts have active subreddits or Discord
channels where listeners can interact with each other.
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SMOog remains serious
health hazard in
L.ahore despite action

The quality index of Lahore air has deteriorated badly over
the past two decades, a period during which an estimated 70
per cent of its tree-cutting was carried out to pave the way for
constructing house, housing schemes, developmental projects,
and industrial units

xperts believe that small industrial units

and factories using tyres and plastic as fuel

in Lahore, farmers burning crop residues

in suburban districts, and brick kilns work-
ing without zigzag technology are major causes of
smog blanketing the city currently.

A flood of people on motorbikes seemed to push
through it as they rode. It reeked of diesel and char-
coal, compelling families to run their day-long busi-
ness. Air pollution and smog, a major public health
problem across the globe, were causing the death of
an estimated 128,000 people annually in Pakistan,
the Global Alliance on Health and Pollution said in
its recent report.

Lahore’s air quality index has deteriorated bad-
ly over the past two decades, a period during which
an estimated 70 per cent of its tree-cutting was car-
ried out to pave the way for building houses, hous-
ingsdlemes, developmental projects, and industrial
unuts.

Lahore, the capital of Punjab with a population
of over 20 million people, continues to top the list of
the global index due to its air pollution problem as
the air quality index (AQI) has touched a hazardous
level.

From vehicle emissions to industrial pollution,
and construction activities to stubble burning, the
metropolis grapples with an escalating environmen-
tal crisis, and the Air Quality Index (AQI) crosses
the 500 mark, making the city the most polluted in
the world.

Dr Khalid from Services Hospital said that a lot
of factors influence the impact of smog on public
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health and general well-being. However, the most
vulnerable to the hazardous effects of smog include
individuals with heart disease, coronary artery dis-
ease, or congestive heart failure, individuals with
Iung diseases, pregnant women, outdoor workers,
elderly citizens, children under the age of 14, players
and athletes who work vigorously outdoors.

The Punjab government has declared a smog
emergency for a month to combat pollution in the
province, making it mandatory for all school stu-

Small industrial units and
factories using tyres and plastic
as fuel in Lahore, farmers
burning crop residues in
suburban districts, and brick
kilns working without zigzag
technology are major causes of
smog blanketing the city
currently

dents to wear masks. The action was taken after
the Lahore High Court issued a direction for im-
mediate measures to control hazardous air quality.
The Environment Protection Department (EPD)
said in its statement that under the emergency
measures, strict action would be taken against peo-
ple failing to sprinkle water on gravel, debris, and

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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construction material to avoid dust. Continuous
efforts to curb smoke emissions from vehicles and
factories were also ordered. The UN’s Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAQ), in its report, re-
vealed that public vehicles still run predominantly
on a type of highly polluting sulphur-laden gas that
contributes around 40 percent of the air pollution
in Lahore and the surrounding cities and villages
of the province.

The Air Quality Index (AQI) remained un-
healthy in the provincial metropolis till the filing
of this report. The AQI calculations of five cate-
gories of pollution, including particulate matter,
ground-level ozone, cartbon monoxide, sulfur di-
oxide, and nitrogen dioxide, reached an unhealthy
level. The AQI rate was recorded between 192 and
200 in the early morning, Met Office sources told a
local news agency.

Meanwhile, according to EPD Director Na-
seem-ur-Rehman Shah, 62 factories have been
found contributing to smog in Lahore by using
harmful materials like plastic waste, tires, rubber,
and old clothes as fuel. The Special Branch police
have sent a letter to the Lahore Commissioner, sug-
gesting action against officers responsible for the
operations of such factories.

Mahmood Khalid Qamar, a noted environmen-
talist said that the AQI was indicating an alarm-
ing level of smog threat in the capital of Punjab
province, adding that the air in Lahore was very
unhealthy. An AQI as high as 192-200 is consid-
ered unhealthy, while an AQI rating between 201
and 300 is more harmful and an AQI over 300 is
dubbed extremely hazardous.

Meanwhile, Qamar said that smoke produced
by the burning of crop residues, shoe factory waste,
use of unrecommended coal, burning of trash,
and black oil and tires is deteriorating the atmo-
sphere. Environmentalist KashifSalik said that an
increased trend in air pollution in winter, change in
the wind speed, its direction, and sliding minimum
temperature, increases air pollution.

The air becomes heavier in the winter as com-
pared to summer, causing poisonous particles in-
cluding toxic oxides in the atmosphere to move
downwards and making the atmosphere polluted,
KashifSalik said, adding, as a result, a thick layer
of polluted particles, including large amounts of
carbon and smoke, can cover any mega city easily.

Caretaker Punjab Minister for Primary and
Secondary Healthcare Dr Jamal Nasir has warned
that smog can lead to diseases of the throat, lungs,
and respiratory system, and urged the public to
take preventive measures. He advised citizens to
wear masks to protect themselves from smog and
also recommended frequent hand, face, and eye
washing to mitigate its harmful effects. In case of
a scratchy throat, he suggested gargling with luke-
warm water. The Punjab government has taken
action to combat smog by making it mandatory
to spray water near construction sites and devel-
opment projects. Furthermore, farmers have been
asked to refrain from burning crop residues and
dispose of them in an environmentally friendly
manner. The Punjab government has requested the
prime minister to engage with the Indian govern-
ment on the issue, highlighting its impact on both
sides of the border.

Additionally, Dr Jamal Nasir announced that
all students in public and private schools are now
required to wear masks, and quality control teams
will be formed to monitor the standards of petrol.
Strict measures will be taken against vehicles and
factories emitting smoke in violation of the pre-
scribed regulations. Dr. Jamal hoped that the du-
ration of smog this year would be shorter, and that
rainfall was likely soon.

Meanwhile, Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) Captain
(retd) MustansarFeroze has intensified a crackdown
on smoky vehicles. In a statement issued recently, he
said that environmental and air pollution causes vi-
ral diseases. Therefore, transport owners should ply
their vehicles only after proper repair and checkup.
Violators will be taken to task, he warned. According
to an order of the Lahore High Court (LHC), vehi-
cles emitting smoke would be fined Rs 2,000. =
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irst time in history, two women from
Muslim countries participated in the
Miss Universe 2023 Pageant contest
wearing a burkini rather than a tradition-
al bikini. So the entire ‘burkini’ episode unfolded
during the 72nd Miss Universe Pageant which has
been garnering a lot of praise and headlines for
outstanding moments of diversity and inclusivity.

During the pageant’s preliminary round host-
ed in El Salvador, a remarkable moment came
when not one but two contestants walked out
wearing ‘burkini’ during the swimsuit round of
the contest. Miss Universe Pakistan Erica Robin
and Miss Universe Bahrain, LujaneYacoub wore
kaftan-style burkinis that made quite a powerful
statement about their culture, clothing of choice,
diversity and the construct of inclusivity.

In a ground-breaking moment at the Miss Uni-
verse 2023 preliminary competition, Erica Robin,
a 24-year-old Pakistani, who was born in a Chris-
tian family in Karachi, stole the spotlight during
the swimsuit round by opting for a burkini instead
of the traditional bikini.

This move not only showcased her confidence
and individuality but also marked a historic mo-
ment as it was the first time a contestant from Pa-
kistan participated. The moment also goes down
in history as the first time someone had opted to
wear a burkini instead of a bikini in the swimsuit
round because she knew that she lived in a Muslim
country and did not want to hurt the Muslim com-
munity across the world as well the government
and her people. Miss Pakistan, Erica Robin, wore
a burkini during the swimsuit competition at the
Miss Universe pageant.

Robin, who is the first woman to represent Pa-
kistan in a Miss Universe pageant in the compe-
tition's 72-year history, was seen wearing a baby
pink burkini on stage, covering everything but her
ankles, while other contestants walked in more re-
vealing swimsuits.

“I"'m most proud of standing up for what I be-
lieve in my life,” Robin said in her Miss Universe
bio. “Recently, right after I was announced as the
new titleholder for Miss Universe Pakistan, I re-
ceived some backlash from different sectors of the
community, but I would like to stand up for what
I believe in.”

“Despite these criticisms, I was ready to face
any challenges ahead of me while maintaining
my values as a young modern Pakistani woman,
representing our rich culture and heritage, and

showing the world that Pakistan can celebrate the
success of women,” the 24-year-old model added.

“If I could have one superpower, it would be
the power to fly,” Robin said in her bio. “I want
to enjoy and feel free and have the capacity to go
anywhere any time and also to see the world from
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Two Muslim contestants
make history to wearing
the burkini at Miss

Universe 2023 contest

T —

L

During the pageant’s preliminary round hosted in El Salvador,

a remarkable moment came when not one but two contestants
walked out wearing ‘burkini’ during the swimsuit round of the
contest. Miss Universe Pakistan Erica Robin and Miss Universe
Bahrain, LujaneYacoub wore kaftan-style burkinis

a new perspective. [ want to show the universe that
every woman has the right to spread her wings and
soar high.”

The Miss Universe contestant also “strives to
break stereotypes about gender bias and inequality
in workplaces,” her bio added.

“I’m inspired by many incredible women who
have done amazing things in this world, and they
inspire me a lot. They've made a big difference
and left a lasting impact on our world,” she said.
“I can’t live without freedom.”

The Miss Universe Pageant, held this year in El
Salvador, allowed transgender competitors for the
first time ever, and two countries nominated male
models as their contestants: “Miss Portugal” and
“Miss Netherlands.”

By choosing the burkini, Erica
has not only celebrated her
individuality but also brought
attention to the importance of
cultural representation in
international events

Erica’s decision to wear a burkini was a person-
al choice driven by her deep respect for her culture.
In an interview, she emphasized that her choice
was a reflection of her commitment to maintain-
ing cultural values while navigating the diverse
world of beauty pageants. By choosing the burki-
ni, Erica has not only celebrated her individuality
but also brought attention to the importance of
cultural representation in international events.

Erica Robin has etched her name in the Miss
Universe history books as the first-ever representa-
tive from Pakistan. Beyond the novelty of her par-
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ticipation, her groundbreaking decision to wear a
burkini adds another layer of significance to her
journey. Breaking away from conventional beauty
norms, Erica has set a precedent for future contes-
tants, encouraging them to embrace their identity
and cultural heritage on the global stage.

Erica Robin was born on September 14,
1999, in a Christian family in Karachi, Pakistan.
She did her schooling at St. Patrick’s Girls High
School and then went to the Government College
of Commerce and Business Administration in
Chandigarh. =
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River 'ligris drying
up fast to multply

Iraqis’

water woes

Over half of the farmland in Iraq relies on the Tigris River for
irrigation. Many ancient empires founded their capitols along

its banks. Today you can find the cities of Samarra, Basra,
Mosul, Tikrit, and Baghdad by the Tigris River

he Tigris River is one of the most famous
and significant rivers in the world. Along
with the Nile, Yellow River, Euphrates,
Rubicon, and others, the Tigris River en-
joys a hallowed place of honour in our cultural,
religious, and political history. So, when there are
new stories and rumours about it drying up, people
around the world are going to pay attention. Well, is
the Tigris River drying up? The short answer is yes.

Tigris River has played a key role in the rise of
many ancient and modern empires, its most import-
ant role is in feeding the millions of people who call
Iraq home. Over half of the farmland in Iraq relies
on the Tigris River for irrigation. Many ancient em-
pires founded their capitols along its banks. Today
you can find the cities of Samarra, Basra, Mosul,
Tikrit, and Baghdad by the Tigris River.

The Tigris River is an important transport route,
too. Shallow-draft boats can travel as far up the riv-
er as Baghdad, bringing much-needed supplies and
consumer goods. Many other cities downriver rely
on this important river to receive much of their ship-

The Tigris River has been drying up for a few
decades. It is in the last few years, however, that gov-
ernments and organizations are ringing the alarm
bells with increased fervour.

In 2022, the Iragi government said that the flow
of the Tigrns had dropped to 35 percent of its usual
amount as it entered Iraq from Turkey. That trend
is expected to continue. In the coming years, the
amount of water Iraq receives from the Tigris River
might drop to below one-third of what it once was.

The lack of water to grow food and sustain live-
stock is already causing thousands of people to flee
small towns toward cities with more access to water.
In 2022, the International Organization for Migra-
tion said that “climate migration is already a reality
in Iraq,” and that over 3,300 families had already
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fled Irag’s central and southern rural areas in the
first quarter of 2022.

The World Bank issued another grave warning
about the effects of global warming for the rest of
the country. They said that by “2050 a temperature
increase of one degree Celsius and a precipitation
decrease of 10 percent would cause a 20 percent re-
duction of available freshwater. Under these circum-
stances, nearly one-third of the irrigated land in Iraq
will have no water.”

The Tigris River is an import-
ant transport route, t0o.
Shallow-draft boats can trav-
el as far up the river as Bagh-
dad, bringing much-needed
supplies and consumer goods

Both the Tigris and Euphrates rivers suffer from
increased damming, misuse, drought, pollution, and
mining. As the crisis persists, scenes such as these
will become ever more commonplace.

The Iragi government and local farmers accuse
Turkey of shutting off the water flow into Iraq.
They regularly request that Turkey release more of
the water locked behind its many dams. Turkey is
currently building 22 new dams, with the most re-
cently finished in 2018.

Both the Iraqi and Turkish governments have
spent many years building dams for irrigation,
power, and flood conftrol. But, the headwaters of
the Tigris River are within Turkey’s borders. This
gives them a lot of power over how much water
to allow downstream into Iraq. Government and
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activist groups have called on Turkey to release
more water. Turkish officials replied that the water
was wasted in Iraq. Farmers in Iraq continue to use
flood farming instead of irrigation, which wastes a
lot of water.

Additionally, the region has been in a very se-
vere drought ever since 2020. The 2021 season was
the second-driest in the past four decades. Water
flow in general has been low, so the effects of pollu-
tion, waste, and evaporation are even more severe.

‘With low water flow, half of Iraq’s farmland is
at risk of becoming desert, known as desertifica-
tion. The United Nations lists Iraq as one of the
top five countries most exposed to and at risk of cli-
mate change. In the past few years alone, Iraq has
been battered by a series of natural disasters. This
makes its ability to recover from severe drought
and internal conflict even more difficult.

Currently, over 98 percent of Iragi homes live in
an area with water deficits. The World Bank says
that unless significant changes are made, the gap
between water supply and demand will increase
from 5 billion cubic meters today to 11 billion cu-
bic meters by 2035.

The lack of sufficient fresh water means that
many citizens have had to use polluted or recycled
water for drinking and washing. Whatever fresh
water can make it to the large cities is sometimes
polluted by riverside factories, raw sewage, land-
fills, and refineries. Thousands of people suffer
from poisoning every year.

The problem of the Tigris River drying up goes
beyond not having enough water to drink or grow
food, however. The Tigris River empties into the
Persian Gulf. As the flow of water in the river de-
creases, the water in the Persian Gulf can push
back up the river inland. The saltwater from the
ocean poisons and destroys farmland and fertile
soil throughout the southern areas of Iraq. Even
if the flow of the Tigris returns to normal, many
thousands of acres of land are beyond repair.
Many more are at risk shortly.

If the Tigris River dries up completely, the ef
fects will be felt beyond the borders of Irag. The
drying of the river is a sign of tough times ahead
for many countries.

The Tigris River is certainly drying up, and the
impact of this disaster is hard to overstate. Howev-
er, because there are many causes for river drying,
it is not an easy issue to solve. As pollution increas-
es, global warming worsens, more dams are built,
and the population increases, the situation will
only continue to get worse.

‘While wars over access to water are not an im-
mediate risk, it is a very real possibility. People who
live in the area, however, are struggling to feed their
families and relocate to safer and more sustainable
homes. »
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record number of Indians are entering

the US illegally from the US-Mexico

border to seek asylum with a combina-

tion of factors contributing to a signif-
icant jump in their numbers, according to a media
report.

The Wall Street Journal cited Prime Minister
NarendraModi’s “Hindu nationalist policies” and
success stories from those who have made the trip
among factors driving the surge.

There has also been an influx of smugglers
masquerading as travel agents across villages, es-
pecially in the northern states of Punjab and Hary-
ana, according to the Journal.

Roughly 42,000 migrants from India have
crossed the southern border illegally during the fis-
cal year starting last October through September,
according to data compiled by US Customs and
Border Protection.

That is more than double the number from the
same period the prior year when crossings by Indi-
ans hit a historic high, the Journal noted.

An additional 1,600 have crossed from the
northern border illegally — four times the number
who crossed in the last three years combined.

Since 2007, the total number of illegal border
crossings by Indians in a fiscal year has exceeded
5,000 only four times, the Journal noted.

Indians nearly all turn themselves into Border
Patrol, rather than being arrested while evading
capture, because they want to ask for asylum in
the US, according to the Journal.

Overall, arrests for illegal border crossings sur-
passed two million at the end of the 2023 fiscal
year, making it only the second time they have
crossed that mark. The first time was in 2022.

“Tt really is pointing to this huge trend of mass
migration worldwide,” Colleen Putzel-Kavana-
ugh, an analyst for the Migration Policy Institute,
a Washington think tank, was quoted as saying by
the Journal.

“We're seeing that people from other countries
are making their way to the US border, when tra-
ditionally they haven't.”

Administration officials cited by the Journal
say migration from India and other countries out-
side the Western Hemisphere has made it more
difficult to stem the flow of illegal entries at the
US border.

Legal pathways for Indians entering the US
also are straining under heavy demand, it noted.
In the past, some immigrants from India entered
on a tourist visa and overstayed it rather than make
the journey to the southern border to seek asylum.

But wait times for those visas have exceeded
two years. Indians also face a longer wait time
than immigrants of any other nationality to get
a green card in the US, according to government
data cited by the Journal.

Deepak Ahluwalia, an immigration lawyer
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Many Indians illegally
enter USA to seek
asylum against Modi
govt oppression

Many Indian migrants are also coming to the US for ec

=

onomic

reasons which don’t qualify them for asylum, saying in videos
posted on social media and in interviews after being deported
that the lack of well-paying jobs made them desperate to leave,

the Journal reported

told the Journal he is seeing an increasing num-
ber of political and religious persecution asylum
cases from India, especially from the Sikh com-
munity. Modi’s handling of a yearlong protest by
Sikh farmers contributed to discontent within the
community.

There are about 2.6 million
pending cases in the US
immigration court system,
according to government data
compiled by the Transactional
Records Access Clearinghouse
at Syracuse University

Many Indian migrants are also coming to the
US for economic reasons, which don't qualify
them for asylum, saying in videos posted on social
media and in interviews after being deported that
the lack of well-paying jobs made them desperate
to leave, the Journal reported.

In many cases, they sell everything they own to
pay smugglers, who now operate on a much more
global and professionalized scale across the world.
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Roughly 80% of the migrants from India are
single adults, and most are coming through Ari-
zona after taking what are coming to be known as
“donkey flights” via countries that don’t require
visas for Indian nationals or that have an easier
process for obtaining travel visas.

A coming Bollywood movie, titled “Dunki,”
which will feature India’s biggest movie star, Shah
Rukh Khan, centres on this illegal method of im-
migration.

Some have died during the journey, including
Gurupreet Kaur, a 6-year-old girl from Punjab
who perished in the Arizona desert in 2019. Two
sets of families of four from Gujarat also died
crossing the northern border in the past two years.

Nonprofits in border communities in Arizona
that help migrants are having to adapt to the up-
tick in Indian migrants, the Journal said.

Diego Pifia Lopez, director of Casa Alitas,
said his shelter has had to rethink dietary restric-
tions and consider religious and cultural differenc-
es, given the large number of Indian migrants they
are now seeing.

“Tt used to be an annual thing that in the sum-
mers we would see small pockets of people com-
ing from India,” he was quoted as saying. “Now
we are seeing people from India almost every day.”

Some have died during the journey, including
Gurupreet Kaur. w
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he IT experts and speakers at a conference

held at the private university in Islamabad

highlighted the future of Al, terming it a

mmlti-billion dollar market for Pakistan.
Artificial intelligence (AI) has been a trending buzz-
word for some time. It’s a term commonly used for
machines, computer-controlled robots, and software
systems performing intelligent tasks such as learning,
planning, reasoning, and interacting — simulating the
natural intelligence displayed by humans and ani-
mals.

Many countries have developed dedicated AI
frameworks and policies to facilitate education pro-
grammes and research and development (R&D)
centres to forward technological advancements and
economic growth.

Al-and innovation in general-is not something
new to Pakistan. Pakistanis have a strong talent pool
and a growing population of educated youth besides
an incredible engineering hub with a growing infor-
mation technology (IT) industry.

DrShoaib Khan, Chancellor of Sir Syed CASE
Institute of Technology; DiMumeeraBano, Senior
Research Scientist CSIRO Australia (Online); and
Babar Majid Bhatti, CEQ of National Information
Technology Board (NITB) were the keynote speak-
ers while Syed Ahmed, CEO DPL, DiMuazzam-
Khattak (QAU) and Dr Faisal Shafait (NUST) were
included in the panel discussion at the conference
organized by the faculty of Engineering & Com-
puting, National University of Modern Languages
(NUML).

NUML Director General Brig ShahzadMunir,
deans, heads of department, faculty members and
a large mumber of students attended the conference.

DrShoaib Khan in his address highlighted the fu-
ture of Artificial Intelligence in the defence system
of Palkistan. He said it was a multi-billion dollar mar-
ket for Pakistan, and encouraged the youth to tap it
for themselves and the country.

DrMumeeraBano spoke threadbare about the
pivotal role of Artificial Intelligence and shared the
Australian mode] with the students.

NITB Chief Executive Officer Dr Babar Majid
Bhatti emphasized the youth to seek knowledge and
decide their future role. He briefed the students re-
garding the role of Al in national development.

Later, a discussion was initiated by a panel from
academia and the industry, and several concrete
points were discussed about the future demand for
AT in Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Caretaker Minister for Information
Technology and Telecommunications Dr Umar Saif
unveiled the nation’s first-ever national IT Export
Strategy which aims to take Pakistan’s I'T exports up
to $10 billion in the next three years.

Speaking as a chief guest the I'T Minister said that
the Pakistan Software Export Board (PSEB) under
the Ministry of I'T and Telecommunication (MoITT)
and in collaboration with PricewaterhouseCoopers
(PwC) and other international partners, including
faculty from the University of Oxford, has developed
the strategy closely aligned with the government’s vi-
sion. The Minister said that Information and Com-
munications Technology (ICT) was the only key to
stabilizing and strengthening the country’s econo-
my. The Minister expressed the hope that the forum
of the SIFC would attract more foreign direct in-
vestment to Pakistan.

Highlighting the strategy to increase ICT ex-
ports, Dr Umar Saif said that according to the of
ficial figures, IT exports were $2.6 billion and the
government would add another 200,000 skilled
people to the existing I'T workforce, which would
increase exports to $5 billion.

Similarly, allowing IT companies to keep dol-
lars (dollar retention facility) will increase exports
by one billion dollars, while the establishment of
The Pakistan Startup Fund will increase the total
volume of IT exports by another $1 billion to help
it meet the target of $10 billion.

Dr Umar called for the strategy’s potential, pre-
senting a vision that prioritizes human resource
development, capacity building, the implementa-
tion of a freelancers’ facilitation program, a startup
funding initiative, and the nurturing of a resilient
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Artificial intelligence
1s multi billion dollars
market for Pakistan

Dr Shoaib Khan in his address highlighted the future of Artificial
Intelligence in the defence system of Pakistan. He said it was
a multi-billion dollar market for Pakistan and encouraged the
youth to tap it for themselves and the country

IT ecosystem.

Talking about the key points of the report, he
said that the report confirmed that there was a sub-
stantial opportunity for Pakistan to grow its IT/
ITeS Export revenues to $10-$18bn by 2028 and
would make Pakistan a Global I'T hub, with a com-
mensurate increase in the domestic industry to over
$6b per annum.

He further said this was particularly the case in
five priority IT/ITeS market segments, and within
those,12 priority sub-segments for the Pakistan IT/
ITeS Industry which have been identified as having
a combination of a high global market growth rate,
significant global market size and a large part of the
global market available to exploit as there are rela-
tively few established players.

Caretaker Minister for Informa-
tion Technology and
Telecommunications Dr Umar
Saif unveiled the nation’s
first-ever national I'T Export
Strategy which aims to take
Pakistan’s I'T exports, up to 510
billion in the next three years

Additionally, an increase in activity, capacity,
and capability of the IT/ITeS Industry will have
spin-off benefits for associated industries and the
economy at large — for example, e-commerce, Fi-
nancial Services, or the provision of public services
(e-government).

Growth in Pakistan’s I'T/ITeS exports will result
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from the global growth in IT markets, and to sup-
port this, the country needs to undertake a signifi-
cant training and skills initiative over the next five
years.

However, the export market growth will be
sub-optimal if the macro-conditions in the country
are not also made more favourable - if this is not
done, it is likely the level of ambition for IT/ITeS
exports will not be met.

Zohaib Khan, Chairman of P@SHA, delivered
a resonant message on the critical role of the IT in-
dustry in shaping Pakistan’s economic landscape.

He underscored the pivotal importance of indus-
try participation, emphasizing how the report was
meticulously guided by industry insights. Zohaib
Khan also highlighted the importance of industry
collaboration with national projects and initiatives.

Gerard Newman, Study Project Director, a for-
mer senior partner of PwC UK, shed light on the
significant opportunities for Pakistan’s IT/TTeS ex-
port revenues. He identified five priority IT/TTeS
market segments with significant global market size
and relatively limited competition, and the need for
an enabling business environment to support the
growth of the nation’s IT/TTeS industry.

The ceremony also featured a panel discussion
with industry experts, addressing key aspects of the
strategy, including challenges and the way forward.

The discussions emphasized unanimous agree-
ment on strategies to remove current constraints
and penalties which were inhibiting the industry’s
growth. The event was also attended by ambassadors
from various countries.

The event underscored Pakistan’s commitment
to elevating its IT/ITeS export revenues, aiming for
substantial growth of over $10 billion annually in the
upcoming years. m
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Pakistan’s tech wizards

impressed by vivo V29e 5G!

Pakistan’s top tech experts have praised the vivo V29e 56, providing ample reasons for users
to upgrade and relish its exceptional features. Secure yours now to experience the remarkable

capabilities of this smartphone!

he vivo V29 5G emerges in the dynam-

ic realm of smartphones like a shooting

star, seamlessly combining rapid speed,

groundbreaking performance, and en-
chanting camera capabilities. It caters to a wide
range of users, including tech enthusiasts, gamers,
and photography lovers, and showcases vivo's
commitment to pushing the boundaries of design
and functionality.

Palkistan’s tech industry wizards have had the
opportunity to experience the vivo V29 5G and
are thoroughly impressed. In this article, let’s ex-
plore their insights and reactions to the phone’s
cutting-edge features, including the innovative
Smart Aura Light Portrait and the impressive
S50MP AF Group Selfie camera, as well as its
sleek design and high-performance specifications.

The popular tech YouTuber Ali Abbas from
the “Mastech” channel, recently revealed the
vivo V29e 5G smartphone in a detailed unbox-
ing video. In the video, he mentioned that “In the
Pakistani market, vivo has astounded with the
launch of its 8GB and 256GB variant in a cap-
tivating Rose Gold hue, featuring a Nano-Scale
Photoetching Technique.

The 120Hz AMOLED Display Screen, cou-
pled with an accelerated user experience thanks
to the 120Hz Refresh Rate, brings an unmatched
level of sophistication. I also applaud vivo for
incorporating a transparent silicon back cover,
showcasing their meticulous design approach.
This smartphone effortlessly combines style with
top-tier performance, setting a new standard in
the industry.”

As Mastech delved deeper into his compre-
hensive review, he gave a resounding applause to
the Smart Aura Light, mentioning, “The camera
on this device is truly impressive and is comple-
mented by the Smart Aura Light Portrait Feature,
which comes with Smart Color Temperature Ad-
Justment technology.

This innovative feature allows us to fine-tune
the cool or warm lighting settings for our photos,

enhancing our photography experience signifi-
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cantly.”

In ReviewsPK’s unboxing and first-look vid-
eo of the vivo V2% 5G, Ameer Dagha said, “In
Palkistan, vivo has introduced the V29e 5G with
an impressive 8GB RAM and 256GB Storage,
delivering ample space for users’ needs.” He add-
ed, “The Rose Gold variant, with a distinctive
Nano-Scale Photoetching Technique, is captivat-
ing. The Forest Black option also has its allure.”
The smartphone’s Ultra Slim Body, Lightweight
profile of 190g, and a mere 7.69mm thickness,
crowned with Slim Flat Frame, embody elegance
and ergonomic design.” Dagha praised the cam-
era of the V29 5@, explicitly highlighting its
impressive 64MP OIS Ultra-Sensing camera. He
also mentioned the Smart Aura Light and Smart
Color Adjustment features that allow users to cap-
ture stunning visuals and customize lighting pref-
erences easily.

Dagha was equally impressed by the Un-
der-Display Optical Fingerprint Sensor, a seam-
less and secure unlocking feature. Additionally,
he commended the V29 5G’s robust 4800mAh
Battery and rapid 44W FlashCharge capability,
ensuring extended usage without compromising
on charging speed.

Abdul Wahab Shah, known for his YouTube
review channel “Unbox Bawaji”, delved into un-
boxing the device, swiftly noticing the impressive
lightweight design of the vivo V29 5@, also laud-
ing it as one of the thinnest smartphones in the
market and setting it apart from other V series
phones.

His immediate captivation was drawn to the
alluring Rose Gold variant, adding to the smart-
phone’s appeal. He further reviewed the smart-
phone and said, “The device features a 120Hz
AMOLED Display and a 6.67-inch, 2.5D Flat
Screen with a centrally aligned punch hole cam-
era. For any user who is a multimedia lover, they
will have an amazing experience with the smart-
phone. A 120Hz Refresh Rate also enables ac-
celerated gaming visuals and a beautiful touch
SCI'CEIL”
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Moina Shah from Phone World, a prominent
tech publication, praised the vivo V29 5G —
wildly applauding its remarkable camera setup
and breathtaking design. Once again, the 64MP
OIS camera, complemented by the Smart Aura
Light, stole the spotlight for its exceptional image
quality and ability to capture intricate details in
photographs.

She highlighted the smartphone’s performance
by quoting, “Performance-wise, the Qualcomm
Snapdragon® 695 Processor ensures seamless
5G connectivity. With an 8GB + 8GB Extended

Sh- %

RAM, multitasking is a breeze, making the user
experience amazing. The V29e 5G promises im-
pressive multitasking capabilities. Furthermore,
its substantial 4800mAh battery and rapid 44W
FlashCharge technology provide enduring battery
life and swift, efficient charging for users on the
go_”

In his unboxing video, Ali Hassan known for
his leading tech YouTube channel“Tech Inspira-
tion”, offered a comprehensive review of the vivo
V29e 5G smartphone. Expressing sheer enthusi-
asm, he lauded the device’s impressive design ele-
ments and top-notch quality.

He highlighted uninterrupted 5G connectiv-
ity with the Qualcomm Snapdragon® 695 Pro-
cessor and long-lasting durability courtesy of its
4800mAh battery Ali Hassan said, that, “The
smartphone boasts a 120Hz AMOLED Display,
combining excellent hardware specs with pro-
fessional software tuning to deliver cinema-like
display effects and responsive screen brightness
adjustment—an ideal display for any smartphone
user.”

He also praised the S0MP AF Front Camera
for its ability to capture stunning portraits, and
highlighted its exceptional selfie capabilities,
emphasizing the clarity and detail, especially in
group shots, thanks to the S0MP AF Group Self-
ie feature, suggesting that the camera department
deserves a dedicated review video to explore its
capabilities truly. m
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VEON Group CEO urges urgent reforms to
boost investor interest in telecom sector

Islamabad: The Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of VEON
Group, Kaan Terzioglu, ac-
companied by VEON Group
Director of Corporate Affairs,
Marine Babayan, and CEO of
Jazz, Aamir Ibrahim, met
with Federal Minister for IT
and Telecommunication,
Umar Saif and Chairman of
Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority, Major General (r)
Hafeezur Rehman recently.

During the meeting, the
delegation presented a com-
prehensive overview of Jazz's
substantial investments in
Pakistan, surpassing $10.6 bil-
lion. These investments focus
on advancing the country’s
digital infrastructure, includ-
ing mobile broadband expan-
sion, fintech — JazzCash,
cloud & cybersecurity plat-
form — Garaj, and various dig-
ital lifestyle services -
Tamasha and BiP.

While stressing Jazz's un-
wavering commitment, along

with JazzCash and Mobilink
Microfinance Bank, to capi-
talize on all available opportu-
nities to accelerate the
realization of Digital Pak-
istan, the delegation also
pointed out the urgent need to

and accelerating the integra-
tion of future technologies.
The industry’s challenges
include the lowest global aver-
age revenue per user (ARPU),
a high taxation environment,
a significant increase in busi-

investment appetite, posing a
threat to ensuring consistent
improvement in service qual-
ity.

Sharing his views, VEON
Group CEO Kaan Terzioglu
said that the mobile industry

address key challenges facing
Pakistan's telecom sector, em-
phasizing that resolving these
issues is crucial for realizing
Pakistan's potential for attract-
ing international investments

e

ness costs—especially due to
the soaring dollar-pegged
spectrum prices—and the de-
preciation of the Rupee over
the years. He highlighted that
these factors adversely impact

plays a crucial role in driving
economic growth, champi-
oning digital inclusion, and
enabling other sectors to
thrive. Despite these contribu-
tions, he acknowledged that

existing challenges hinder the
industry from becoming sus-
tainable partners for the fu-
ture. To address these
impediments, Terzioglu high-
lighted the swift implementa-
tion of policy interventions
the industry has sought for a
couple of years. These include
delinking spectrum prices
from the U.S. dollar, adopting
a model of extending license
Ppayments over twenty years—
a strategy successfully imple-
mented in other nations,
temporarily suspending indus-
try contributions to the Uni-
versal Service Fund and Ignite
(R&D fund), and ensuring
rightful access to industrial
electricity tariffs for the tele-
com sector.

He thanked the IT & Tele-
com Minister and Chairman
PTA for their time and the
productive discussion, under-
lining the collaborative efforts
to strengthen and enhance the
telecom landscape.m

Ufone 4G’s Digital Grand Offer brings exciting dis-
counts, free subscriptions to SHOQ and Golootlo

Islamabad: Ufone 4G has
enhanced the value of its Dig-
ital Grand Offer by adding ex-
citing discounts and free
subscriptions to PTCL's digi-
tal OTT platform, SHOQ and
popular discounts platform,
Golootlo. The offer combines
top-quality  entertainment,
seamless connectivity, and
handsome savings to provide
a unique and comprehensive
digital experience for cus-
tomers.

Ufone 4G users can avail
Digital Grand Offer via
Golootlo at a discounted
price of PKR 1500, down
from the actual product price
of PKR 1600. The bundle in-
cludes 100GB high-speed

data, 1000 Offnet minutes,
and unlimited Ufone to
Ufone and PTCL minutes for
the entire month.

The cherry on top is com-
plimentary subscription to
SHOQ, PTCL's cutting-edge
digital OTT platform. Cus-
tomers get a diverse range of
premium entertainment con-
tent, featuring top-notch pro-
ductions from renowned
Hollywood studios and the
thriving Pakistani film and
drama  industries. Whether
you are a movie buff or a fan
of local news and entertain-
ment, SHOQ has quality con-
tent tailored according to the
needs and tastes of every fam-
ily member.

Additionally, customers
will benefit from a compli-
mentary Golootlo subscrip-
tion, which provides access to

Pakistan's largest In-store Dis-
count App with more than
27,000 Merchants on board
including popular brands like

J., PIA, Booking.com, leop-
ard, KFC, Mcdonalds, Saya,
Almirah etc. This means

greater savings on your fa-

vorite brands and products,
transforming each purchase
into a truly rewarding endeav-
our.

To avail Ufone 4G’s Digi-
tal Grand Offer, subscribers
can dial *900# USSD or
*8*4# for retailer code. The
offer is also available on all
digital channels, ensuring ef-
fortless accessibility and a
smooth browsing experience.

Ufone 4G’s latest offering
stems from its relentless en-
deavor to create value for its
customers. The Digital Grand
Offer is not just about afford-
ability, rather it is about pro-
viding a seamless transition
for customers shifting from
Supercard. It is a resource ac-
cumulation opportunity that
ensures Ufone 4G customers
get the best value for their
money.=

TECNO Mobile Pakistan signs brand spectrum as PR Partner

Lahore: TECNO Mobile
Pakistan, the leading smart-
phone brand in the country,
signed Brand Spectrum as it's
official public relations partner.
This strategic partnership
marks a significant step to-
wards TECNO Mobile Pak-
istan's  commitment  to
innovation and brand commu-
nication in the dynamic mobile
technology industry of the
country.

Launched in 2017, Brand
Spectrum has in a short period
of time established itself in the
industry, promoting many of
Pakistan’s leading brands and
creating impactful communi-

cation strategies. The agency
led by CEO Anwar Kabir was

TECNO  § sessercum

Signing Ceremony

e

recently awarded the presti-
gious two Gold Dragons—
namely Dragon of Asia and
Dragon of Pakistan, at 2023
Dragon of Asia Awards for ex-

periential marketing at a cere-
mony held in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.

As part of its partnership
with TECNO Mobile Pak-
istan, Brand Spectrum will
closely work with the senior
leadership of the mobile tech-
nology company to enhance
brand awareness by tapping a
wider audience, targeting
TECNOQ's communications to
the right demographics, and fa-
cilitate interactions with indus-
try experts, fostering valuable
relationships and opening
doors to more collaboration
and growth opportunities.

“We look forward to

achieving new milestones with
Brand Spectrum as part of this
partnership. TECNO Mobile is
aware of the many opportuni-
ties that exist in Pakistan to de-
velop innovative mobile phone
solutions to enhance user expe-
riences. This is just the start!,”
said the Head of Marketing at
TECNOQ Mobile Pakistan, Ali
Raza.

TECNO Mobile Pakistan
will immensely benefit from
Brand Spectrum, which oper-
ates with a diastinct fusion of
brand communication strate-
gies, digital and influencer
marketing, strategic public re-
lations, experiential marketing

and content creation. The
agency intends to establish
TECNO Mobile Pakistan as
the foremost leader contribut-
ing to important discussions
on the trends shaping the in-
dustry today.

"This collaboration with
TECNOQO Mobile Pakistan rep-
resents a major milestone for
Brand Spectrum. We're excited
and will leverage our experi-
ence to create impactful image-
building campaigns that
resonate with audiences and
support its mission to empower
lives through technology,” said
Anwar Kabir, CEO of Brand
Spectrum.=
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Mobilink Bank, Unikrew Solutions col-
laborate for women’s financial inclusion

Islamabad: Mobilink Bank
has joined forces with
Unikrew Solutions to drive
women's financial inclusion in
the country through a project
funded by USAID. Quratu-
lainChaudhary,  Executive
Manager Women Financial

Services (WFS) Mobilink
Bank, and Muhammad
Naveed Sharif, Director

Unikrew Solutions, signed a
MoU in Islamabad.

Mobilink Bank is part of
the VEON group, a global dig-
ital operator that provides con-
verged connectivity and digital
services to nearly 160 million
customers in six dynamic mar-
kets that are home to 7% of
the world's population.

The project fully aligns
with Mobilink Bank's long-
term commitment to fostering
women's financial inclusion to
drive inclusive socio-economic
growth in the country, As an
implementing partner, Mo-
bilink Bank will facilitate ac-
count openings for 15,000
women nationwide and intro-
duce special incentives to en-
courage their participation in

the economic sphere.
Under collaborative initia-
tives with Unikrew Solutions,
Mobilink Bank will run capac-
ity-building programs for
women, especially in digital
and financial skills, to help
with their entrepreneurial en-
deavors. The two partners will
organize joint events and facil-
itate networking to identify
and convert business prospects
into tangible project plans.
HaarisMahmoodChaud-
hary, Chief Operating Officer
(COO) Mobilink  Bank,
strongly supported the recent
partnership, emphasizing its
potential to advance women's

financial inclusion and address
the widespread gender dispar-
ities across various sectors. He
highlighted that "Mobilink
Bank has been a front-runner
in promoting gender inclusiv-
ity within the banking and fi-
nance industry. Qur dynamic
women's empowerment initia-
tive, Women Inspirational
Network (WIN), is crucial in
enhancing women's economic
engagement."

“USAID is committed to
women's empowerment and
continues to design new pro-
grams consciously investing in
women’s success and focus on
assisting women to play a

major role in facilitating Pak-
istan's transition to a prosper-
ous and stable country. We
believe that access to finance is
a lynchpin for women in Pak-
istan to realize their full eco-
nomic potential”, said USAID
Acting Mission Director,
Maura O'Brien.

"This collaboration marks
a significant step towards en-
hancing women's financial
empowerment in Pakistan,"
stated Muhammad Naveed
Sharif, Director of Unikrew
Solutions. "We are committed
to working alongside Mobilink
Bank and USAID to create
meaningful opportunities for
women's economic participa-
tion and growth."

With a rich history of em-
powering women entrepre-
neurs through skill
development and convenient
access to finance, WIN is well-
equipped to contribute to the
success of this USAID-funded
initiative. The project will also
provide the impetus for Mo-
bilink Bank to enhance its
women-focused initiatives in
the future. =

Zong 4G partners with SnappRetail to integrate
mobile top-ups

Islamabad: Zong 4G, Pak-
1stan’s leading telecommunica-
tion network, has partnered
with SnappRetail Pakistan to
mtroduce Zong's Swiftload so-
lutions for retail merchants.
Merchants can recharge ac-
counts themselves digitally
through the use of SnappRe-
tail’'s E-POS (Electronic Point-
of-Sale) with the specially
curated screen for recharge.

Zong Business Solutions’
partnership with SnappRetail is
an effort to contribute to the
promotion of traditional trade
in Pakistan. Zong 4G believes
that this partnership will bring
new horizons in the retail mar-

ket by allowing retailers to ex-
plore multiple avenues with
their devices through the avail-
ability of value-added services.

Zong Business has made its
mark in the telecommunication

mdustry by providing top-
notch data-related solutions to
consumers. It further aims to
enhance the digital ecosystem
of Pakistan by constantly grow-
g and empowering its do-

main throughout the country.
“At Zong 4@, our core am-
bition 1s to provide ease of ac-
cessibility to our subscribers.
Through strategic partnerships
like the one with SnappRetail,
we are creating new avenues
for digital innovation,” stated
the official spokesperson for
Zong 4G, “Our collaboration
aims to empower traditional
retail merchants, ensuring
thousands of ‘Kiryana’ stores
are integrated with value-
added services. We believe in
enhancing the digital ecosys-
tem in Pakistan, making serv-
ices like Swiftload more
accessible and user-friendly.”=

Hashoo Group & Dewan Motors Join forces to power
sustainable mobility in Pakistan

Islamabad: Hashoo Group,
in collaboration with Dewan
Motors, Pakistan's authorized
BMW automobile importer, is
launching a pioneering initiative
to enhance the electric vehicle
(EV) infrastructure in Pakistan.
This collaboration focuses on a
phased installation of BMW
AC chargers for electric vehicles
across Hashoo Group’s exten-
sive network of hotels and re-
sorts, including the five-star
Pearl-Continental, the four-star
PC Legacy, and the three-star
select-service Hotel One brand.

An agreement signing cere-
mony was held recently in Is-

lamabad, with senior manage-
ment from both organizations

“Hashoo Group integrates its
various business verticals to-

- = = —

in attendance. Haseeb A.
Gardezi, Chief Operating Offi-
cer, Hospitality and Education
Division, Hashoo Group,
shared his thoughts on this ex-
citing collaboration, stating:

wards more environmentally
conscious practices. In line with
our sustainability agenda, we
are thrilled to mark this signifi-
cant milestone on our road to a
greener Pakistan while at the

same time elevating our cus-
tomer experience by providing a
convenient charging facility for
their EVs across our properties.”

Zaeem Ul Haque, Director
Operations, Dewan Motors, re-
marked, “On this momentous
occasion, we are proud to serve
the nation and play a pivotal
role in building essential infra-
structure that aligns with global
environmental goals. I am ex-
cited to see the outcome of this
collaboration with Hashoo
Group in line with our joint
commitment to a cleaner,
greener, and sustainable Pak-
istan,”m
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X added 10 million
new users in one
month: CEO

Lahore: X, formerly Twit-
ter, added more than 10 mil-
lion users in December, the
social media platform’s chief
executive has said.

CEO Linda Yaccarino
made the announcement in a
post on X amid an exodus of
advertisers from the platform
over disinformation and hate
speech concerns. Yaccarino did
not elaborate on how many of
those were paying users and
how the number compared
with an average month.

Major brands including
Apple, Disney, IBM and Lions
Gate Entertainment have left
the platform in recent months
amid claims the platform and
billionaire owner Elon Musk
have encouraged anti-Semi-
tism. Musk attracted a storm
of criticism last month after
endorsing a post accusing Jew-
ish people of stoking hatred
against whites and supporting
immigration by “hordes of mi-
norities”. X has denied stoking
anti-Semitism and last month
filed a lawsuit against Media
Matters, a liberal activist
group, over a report that said
ads for major brands such as
Apple have run beside content
that “touts Adolf Hitler and
his Nazi Party”. =

Facebook users
worldwide is 3.05b

Lahore: According to the
latest data released by parent
company Meta, as of Q3 2023,
the number of Facebook users
worldwide is 3.05 billion. This
marks a marginal 0.63% in-
crease from the previous quar-
ter and a 3.08% year-over-year
rise.

The number of Facebook
users has been increasing over
the past few years. In fact, its
global user base in 2013 was at
1.23 billion. By 2018, it had
breached the two-billion mark,
nearly doubling its 2013 fig-
ures, to hit 2.32 billion.=

TikTok has over
1.667 billion users
globally

Lahore: TikTok is one of the
most popular social media plat-
forms, it has over 1.677 billion
users globally, out of which 1.1
billion are its monthly active
users. TikTok’s userbase con-
sists of 49.2% females and
50.8% males and spread across
160 countries. TikTok initially
launched in China 1in 2016
when it was referred to as
Douyin; the main boost hap-
pened in 2017 when Bytedance
decided to roll the app out of
the Chinese market to serve
other countries, including the
United States, which now has
150 million TikTok users. =
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U Bank and Bank Alfalah join hands to boost
microfinance in Pakistan

Karachi: U Microfinance
Bank has forged a strategic part-
nership with Bank Alfalah Lim-
ited to secure a short-term
financing facility of PKR 10 bil-
lion aimed to facilitate U Bank’s
corporate funding collabora-
tively.

The collaboration was offici-
ated in a formal ceremony held
recently in Karachi, where Mo-
hamed Essa Al Taheri, President
& CEQO - U Bank, and Atf
Bajwa, President & CEQO — Bank
Alfalah, signed a Memorandum
of Understanding in the presence
of key management representa-
tives from both the organizations.

Mohamed Essa Al Taheri,
President and CEQO — U Bank,

spoke about the collaboration:
“We are delighted to enter into

fering inclusive financial prod-
ucts and services to the under-

.JlHl L l‘ﬁ CLTRITTUTTy

Underwritten Facilg

Fully

—=—

this strategic alliance with Bank
Alfalah that significantly con-
tributes to our efforts towards of-

banked population, expanding
our outreach further to more re-
gions of Pakistan, and driving

overall economic development
in the country. At U Bank, we
work towards creating real and
meaningful impact in communi-
ties we serve, and this collabora-
tion enables us to achieve that.”

Atif Bajwa, President and
CEO — Bank Alfalah, expressed
on the collaboration: “The ex-
tension of this fully underwritten
facility seeks to strengthen our
partnership with U Microfi-
nance Bank and reflects our
commitment to promote finan-
cial inclusion in Pakistan. Qur
shared goal is to empower un-
derserved communities and
drive inclusive economic growth
ultimately.”

With this financing facility, U

Bank aims to fortify its endeav-
ors towards further building the
microfinance sector in Pakistan
and pursue strategic initiatives
that contribute to the bank’s sus-
tained growth. Bank Alfalah’s
role in providing a PKR 10 bil-
lion facility highlights its com-
mitment to supporting key
players in the financial sector,
aligning with its broader strat-
egy of fostering growth in bank-
ing in  Pakistan. This
collaboration stands as a testa-
ment to the dynamic and coop-
erative spirit within the local
banking industry, and sets a
precedent for future syner-
gies that enable collective
progress.m

PTCL Group, Peshawar Zalmi team up

for PSL 9 to fortify sports

Lahore: PTCL Group
(PTCL & Ufone 4G) has
signed a strategic partnership

Pakistani

with prominent
cricket franchise, Peshawar
Zalmi for the 9th installment
of Pakistan Super League
(PSL) to strengthen the coun-
try's sports landscape. The

partnership was officially
launched at a dazzling cere-

OPPO unveils
A58 in Pakistan

Lahore: OPPO unveils the
highly anticipated OPPO A58
smartphone, set to redefine
the mobile experience in Pak-
istan. Designed for tech-savvy
consumers, the OPPO A58
boasts a 6.72-inch FHD+
Sunlight Display and up-
graded Dual Stereo Speakers,
delivering an immersive enter-
tainment experience. With
33W SUPERVOOC charging,
a long-lasting 5000mAh bat-
tery, and ColorOS 13.1, the
A58 blends style with excel-
lent battery life and reliable
performance for dynamic
lifestyles.m

mony in Lahore, with senior
management from both sides,
cricketers and notable media

and showbiz personalities.
The partnership signifies a
resounding start of a long-
term alliance between two dy-
namic entities, each
embodying excellence in their
respective fields. Their mis-
sions intersect at their shared

landscape

commitment to helping engen-
der a robust sports culture in
the country to channel the tal-
ent and constructive energies
of young boys and girls.
Speaking about the part-
nership, Syed Atif Raza,

Yadea opens its first showroom

Lahore; Yadea, the world’s
No. 1 best-selling electric bike
brand, proudly announces the
official launch of its first flag-
ship showroom in Pakistan.

Group Chief Marketing Offi- II :

cer, PTCL & Ufone 4G said, |
“We are pleased to partner |

with Peshawar Zalmi, a
beloved cricketing brand in
Pakistan as well as worldwide.
The partnership will help us
jointly pursue our shared mis-
sion of youth empowerment
through sports. Pakistan has
immenge talent in sports that
if explored can firmly position
Pakistan as a prominent force
in all international sporting
arenas.”.m

The
took place in Johar Town, La-
hore, marking a significant step
forward for
Global e-bike maker in expand-
ing its global presence.

momentous ceremony

the renowned

LUMS Energy Institute launches re-
port on energy-efficient buildings

Islamabad: In a milestone
event, the LUMS Energy Insti-
tute (LEI), a research and ca-
pacity building centre with a

power plants, predominantly for
summer cooling loads, is unsus-
tainable. By adopting the en-
ergy-efficient practices we can

focus on Pakistan’s energy sec-
tor, has unveiled a report titled
Sustainable Architecture: Ad-
vancing Energy Efficient Build-
ings.The report addresses the
acute energy challenge and how
adopting energy-efficient prac-
tices in residential construction
can drastically reduce loads.
While addressing policy-
makers, regulatory bodies, and
key stakeholder,Dr. Fiaz
Ahmad Chaudhry, Director,
LUMS Energy Institute, said,
“Pakistan's expenditure of
nearly USD 100 billion on

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

reduce cooling loads by at least
50%, saving billions of dollars.”

The seasonal variation in
electricity usage, pronounced by
cooling loads during hot sum-
mer months, necessitates an ad-
ditional 18,000 MW of power
plant capacity. This extra capac-
ity, largely underutilized for the
rest of the vear, imposes a stag-
gering cost of nearly $100 bil-
lion on the national economy.
This operational inefficiency
has led to capacity payment ob-
ligations surpassing PKR 2 tril-
lion, a financial weight bearing

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

down on a sector that con-
tributes minimally to the coun-
try's GDP growth.

The report demonstrates how
adopting energy-efficient prac-
tices in residential construction
can drastically reduce these
loads. Through a comprehensive
exploration of locally available
materials, Building Information
Modelling (BIM) results, and
cost-benefit analysis, the report
provides a roadmap for stake-
holders, homeowners, the con-
struction industry, and regulatory
bodies to embrace sustainable
practices. The publication pro-
vides an exhaustive analysis
across 5 Marla row houses, 10
Marla semi-detached houses,
and 1 Kanal fully detached
homes. The study evaluated the
cooling loads, revealing that en-
ergy-efficient building insulation
is fundamental to keeping elec-
tricity usagein the hot summer
months at reasonable levels. =

The highlight of the launch
was the unveiling of Yadea’s
T5 model, set to revolutionise
the e-bike market in Pakistan,

ral entry into the Pakistani
market, showcasing its com-
mitment to providing environ-
mentally friendly and
innovative transportation solu-
tions, =

foodpanda be-
comes partner of
Islamabad
United in PSL-9

Islamabad : foodpanda Pak-
istan as its official e-commerce
partner for the upcoming PSL
As the nation’s premier online
food and grocery delivery serv-
ice, foodpanda has become a
household name, offering a
convenient app and web-based
platform to order from thou-
sands of restaurants, home
chefs, shops, and pandamart
stores nationwide. With a ro-
bust presence in over 35 cities,
the company is committed to
driving business growth and
creating employment opportu-
nities for Pakistanis every-
where.=
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vivo Y36

vivo V29 5G

Displ'ay 6.64" 6.78"
ieMP Front Camera:50MP
i iR 50+2MP Rear Camera:50+8+2MP
‘Battery 5000mAh 4600mAh
5 RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
Memory 8GB+128GB 12GB+256GB
Charging. . 44W FlashCharge BOW Flash Charge
|
vivo V29e 5G vivo Y27
Display 6.55" 6.64"
‘ & Front Camera:50MP Front Camera:8MP
a Lamera Rear Camera:64+ 8MP Rear Camera:50+2MP
Battery- 4800mAh 5000mAh
— RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
Memory 3GB+256GB 6GB+128GB
44W Flash Charge 44W Fast Charge
vivo Y16 vivo YO2t
Display 651" 651"

— Front Camera:5MP Front Camera:5MP
Camera Rear Camera:13+2MP Rear Camera:8MP
Battery 5000mAh 5000mAh

: RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
Memory AGB+64GB AGB+6AGB
10w 10W
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IPHONE 14 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:5,65,999

| Dimensions: 160.7 x 77.6
1 x 7.9 mm Weight: 240 g

e y 6.7 Inches LTPQO Super Retina
faTwsl  XDR OLED, 120Hz, HDR10

Front; 12 M2, /1.8, Z3mm (wide) Main : 48 MP
: 1.8, 24mm (wide) + 12 MP, 128, TTmm
— (telephoto) + 12 MPZ2, 13mm, 120° {ullrawide)

4323 mAh (Li-ion Non removable)
Fast Charging Wired, 50% in
30 min (advertised) 15W
wireless (MagSafe)7.5W wireless (Qi)

RAM 6 GB

Face |D, accelerometer, gyro,
proximity, compass, barometer
Ultra Wideband (UWB) support

J

Oppo A77

Rs. 69,999

Chipset: MediaTek MTE765G
Helio G35 CPU: Octa-core
(4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-A53 + 4 x
1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

6.56 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 8 MP, f12.0, 26mm (wide)
, Back: Dual Camera: 50 MP,

= 1/1.8, (wids), PDAF + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth)

5000 mAh
(Li-Po non removable)

| RAM&ROM 4GB + 128GB

33W Fast Charging

Oppo Al17
Rs. 36,999

160.8 x 78.1 x 7.7 mm

6.56"

Front Camera SMP Rare
Camera 50MP+2MP

5000mAh

10W

Itel A60s (4G)
Rs 22,999

A60s

128GB+8GB:

Octa-Core Processor [ 5000maAh / 6.6"HD+

B
R v e A

s O R iskomainsn s——

HONOR X6

SOMP 5000maAh Expandable Storage
Triple Camera Battery Upto 1TE

4GB| SH4GEB 4GB| 128GE
PKR. 40,999 PKR. 46,999

Xiaomi 13T

CrystalRes display
|Rs. 169,999 |
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Realme 9 Pro Plus

Realme C25Y
Rs:. 96,999 Rs. 34,999
™ N
Chipset: Mediatek Dimensity 320, CPU.
Octa-core (2x2.5 GHz Corlex
-AT8 & 6x2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)
£.4" Super AMOLED 6.5" IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen Capacitive Touchscreen
qulﬁ ?;J NP, é‘ig.him? n[_;ln:a] Front Camera B MP, §12.0, 26mm
» V3087, 1.0p e : 3
2 (wide) Rare Camera Triple
Camera 50 MP, £11.8, 24mm (wide),
1" ?gf%ﬂﬁ OlS +BMP. f;_tzw:‘*l;anm A 50 MP, f1.8, 26mm {wide), PDAF
bl e L +2MP, 124, (macro) + 2 WP, 124, (depth)
4500 mAh 5000mAh
RAM 8GB ROM 128 GB RAM & ROM 4GB + 64GB
v o

All-day battery life’
2 years of security updates’
Big and bright display

AO5s

64GB+8GE*

§+450* Extended RAM

m 4000mAh Battery

Type-C Charger

b 6.6"HD+
CJ Waterdrop Display

" Fingerprint &

=J Face Unlock

) L

G.J I:HL.MEG HQualitylsDurPrioriy @‘ @
ULTRA Eillaa

PAAKE. MW SNTATRT & SN UWitra skim
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/ Rs/- 2,900

] B I ) B2 B4 R

DUAL SIM 144 DISPLAY HD CAMERA 1,200 mAh INTERNET AfV PLAYER BT DIALER

W f @ wewssimemebiles.com infocon

jl 3,ﬁﬁﬁmx\h BATTERY WITH HD SOUND QUALITY

I UETOTH

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | 202351552915




S
Q.
>
N
N
3
:
a
Ll
-
9
Ll
Z
Z
O
O
¢
<
>
<

Dcode Cypher
Rs:51,999

Octa Core 2.0 Ghz,
MediaTek Helio P&0

6.55 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front 8 MP, Main Triple
Camera: 48 MP + 8 MP + 2 MP

4050mAh

Sl RAMBGB ROM 128GB

Redmi A2+

Dcode Cygnal 2

Rs:25,999

Quad Core 2.0 Ghz
Mediatek Helio A22

6.52" IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front SMP  Main 13MP

5000mAh

] RAM 3GB ROM 64GB

Itel P40

Redmi A2+

3GB + 64GB| Rs.19,999 |

JUAL CAMERA SYSTEM

-«

PLO°

64GB+7GB*

4+3GB" Extended RAM

6000mAh

18BW Fast Charging

6.6” HD+

Waterdrop Display

[Rs. 23,999

AUTHORIZED DISTROUTORS

l fvicF= Osiccotel

#EnjoyBetterLife

3 icipanioie 0 hebratdepaision @ meriiopulision o

Take on everyday life

and look good doing it [
2021
R

il |
Upta 14 hrs / 18 days Storage for up to
Talk / Standby time 2000 contacts
MieroSD eard Wireless FM radie
support up to 32G8 ne headset required
¢
'I:ullhlumhl.

o § @ @ / ADVANCETELECOM & www.advancetelecom.com.pk
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@) Super Soundbox

(@] MP3 & MP4 Player
3000mAh Mega Battery
| Digital Camera

(D) 2.4 1CD Display

(B] Up to 32GB SD Card
@ Dedicated Music Button
King Talker
‘@] 2000 Contacts

rRs.3,999

#EnjoyBetterLifc g
B izt ) ewvandcaine @ e deowws | T |
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ENJOY CRYSTAL-CLEAR
VISUALS ON THE 18°SCREEN
& THE MIGHTY 3000mAh
BATTERY KEEPS YoU
COMNECTED ALL

DAY LONG.

G'FIVE

SMART PHONE

RS.2199

COmE3givepak

Samsung Galaxy A14
Rs. 56,999

Octa-core (4 x 2.0 GHz
Cortex-A55 +4 x 2.0
GHz Cortex-A55)

6.6" PLS LCD Capacitive
screen, 16M Colors, Multitouch

Display Touch

Front: 13 MP, f2.0, (wide),
T Main : Triple Camera: 50 MP, /1.8
|, (wide), PDAF + 5 MP, f/2.2, (ultrawide)
+ 2 MP, ff2.4, {macro),

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable),

{0060 RAM 4GB ROM 128GB

_4

Club A90 Plus

club m - bile

TH T C L

WIWW.CLUBMOBILES. COM.PK

Dual SIM

2.8 inch LCD

BIG SPEAKER

BIG TORCH LIGHT
Wireless FM Radio
Audio Video player
3500 MAH BIG BATTERY

CISIOICICIE]: )

Huawei Mate 20 PRO
Rs. 119,999

HiSilicon Kirin 980 (7 nm)
: ! CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.6 Ghz
Cortex-AT6 + 2 x 1.92 GHz Cortex
-ATE + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.4 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front; 24 MP, /2.0, 26mm (wida)
Back : Triple Camera 40 MP,
(1.8, 2Tmm (wide), + 20 MP (B/W,

§12.2, 5men (wice). + B W5, (24, 80mm felephoto)

4200mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

VTl RAMBGB  ROM 128GB

("‘\ INOV]

HONOR

HONOR X5

5000mAh Large Battery | 6.5" HONOR FullView Display

QOcta-core Processor | Expandable Storage

exr. 19,999

Technolocies

Samsung Galaxy A04
Rs. 31,499

| Chipset: MediaTek Helio, CPU:
|| Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz + 4 x 1.8 GHz)

6.5 Inches PLS LCD
apacitive Touchscreen

Display Jj#

Front: 5§ MP, Back: Dual

Camera 50 MP, /1.8,

= (wide), AF + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth),

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

R90IPLUS
ROM 32GB
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Infinix Hot 30
Rs.37,999

Chipset: MediaTek Helio G88 CPU @
: Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-AT5

+ 6% 1.8 GHz Cortex-AS55)

6.78 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

R__edmil 1 3C

Smooth 6.74" 90Hz Display D

Front: 8 MP, Back: 50 MP, — SOMP Al triple camera
1.6, (wide), 1/2.55",

AF 0.08 MP, (depth)

T Rs32,999 |

5000 mAh
(Li-ion Non removable)

RAM 8GE ROM 128GB

33W Fast Charging ]
/ ! ;-;'.
BIF VE ﬁ Infinix Zero 30
SMART PHONE ?ﬂég' RS. 59,999
POWER KING g : a4
EXPERIENCE THE POWER i ° 3

Chipset: Mediatek MT&781 Helio

OF TECHNOLOGY!

G99 (6nm). CPU: Octa-core
(2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-AT6 + 6 X
2.0 GHz Cortex-AB5)

6.78 Inches 3D
Curved AMOLED Display

_ _ Front: 50 MP, fi2.5, (wide),
[ 1@ 15[z s-1| Back: Triple Camera 108 MP, f/
' " 1.7, (wide), 2 MP, 2.4, 2 MP, fi2.4

2 ] 5000 mAh
Battery (Li-Po Non removable)

WEIGEL] RAMSGB  ROM 256GB

45W Fast Charging

Redmi Note 12 VGO TEL New 12

Rs. 15,999

Quad-Core 2.0GHz
GPU: GE8300

Redmi Note 12

Unbeatable Smooth Experience

8GB+128GB | Rs. 48,999 )
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Front: 16MP Back : Triple
Camara 50 MP, /1.6, (wide)
—, PDAF + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth) + QVGA

5000mAh built-in

1 2GB RAM + 1GB
Extended RAM 64GB ROM
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TECNO CAMON 20 Tecno Spark 8C
Rs:44,999 Rs:36,999
— Mediatek MT87692 Halio G85, o Chipset: Unisoc T606 (12 nm)
Processo CPU : Octa-core {2x2.0 GHz - rocesso CPU: Octa-core (2x1.6 GHz
Cortex-A75 & 6x1.8 GHz Cortex-A55) Processor Cortex-AT5 & 6x1.6 GHz Corlex-55)
M e 6.67 Inches AMOLED 6.6 inches
_DISPIE}' Capacitive Touchscreen IPS LCD, 90Hz
_ Front; 322dzpl‘sfa1cl; : éré'iple _ Front: BMP Main: Dual
A oe, Sarsera EME S5
g fi2.4, (depth) + QVG 27mm (wide) + QVGA >
= = 5000mAh e 5000mAh
Battery (Li-Po Non remavable) Batl‘ery (Li-Po Nan removable) I E
: - = 256GB A i | 128 GB
: Memory RAM 8GB Memory RAM 4GB >
Charging 33W Fast Charging 10w m
y U | R
Tecno Pova 5 Pro Tecno Camon 19 Neo o
Rs:58,999 Rs: 44,999 z
Chipset: Mediatek Dimensity Chipset: MediaTek Helio G5 (12nm) Z
= 6080 (6 nm), CPU: Octa-core reipaibg 2120 2
Processor [ it el Processor INNePANeN tir bt ﬂ
6.8 Inches IPS
| : Capacitive Touchscreen Touchscreen
: Front: 16 MP, Back: Dual Front: 32 MP, f/2.5, 26mm
e ) Camera (el i lrur kg »)
FPDAF + 0.08 MP, (depth) "7 W24, (depth) + QVGA
— 5000 mAh " 5000mAh 3
| Batter_y (Li-Po Non removable) Battery (Li-Po Non removable) E'
. — RAM 8GB RAM 6GB b
_Memory- ROM 256GB ROM 128GB |
68W Fast Charging Charging 18W Fast Charging N
S 4 c
Samsung Galaxy A-73 S22 ULTRA SAMSUNG .U
Rs:1 70, 499 Rs:424,999 I: I
’ — Octa-core (1 x 3.00 GHz Corfex-X2
Proessor g-f;i ix 1(‘:3%2“2 E:zo E%‘; Processor +3x 240 GHz Cortex-AT10 h
' +4 x1.70 GHz Cortex-A510)
T b [ 77 6.8 Inches Dynamic AMOLED
Dlsplay ac:a‘iléﬁ?‘: eﬁg&h&gﬁéﬂs DiSplay 2X Capacitive Touchscreen
, 1B Colors, Multitouch
Front: 32 MP, 2.2, 26mm (wide) Flr;';tm-’«?ah"ul;-aﬂéfl:nifg:n Déwhj‘tll;?l
came'a - [Md:.‘EDS;Ia;i?+m‘;mM;IO:;;?"’:;:Mﬂa] camra 3 23’3];?;1 %;En::éow;gozléa{.p;%ﬁ:j:ﬂsuﬂ
' + 6 MP, f12.4, (macro) + 5 MP, 12.4, (depth) ' 12 WP i12.3, T3 irauido),
= 5000mAh S 5000mAh
Battery (Li-Po Non removable) S| (w-Po Non removabe)
3 ] RAM 8GB RAM 12 GB
Memary ROM 256GB ROM 256GB
Charging 25W Fast Charging T le]  45Wwired, PD3.0
e : e 15W wireless (QiPMA)
S 2
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Import Data Smart Phones (Iimportar Wisa)

Imperter Name Brand ey PR A el
FUTWRE TECH APPLE 127 108,930
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE 100 110,000
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE 150 180,750
YELLOSTOMNE TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED AFPLE 100 124,725
VELOCITY TRADE ENTERPRISES APPLE i73 32,063
HAMZA ENTERPRISES APPLE -
EXPERT TRADERS APPLE -
ROCKERS TRADING APPLE =
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION APPLE 4,043 485,495
ROCK MOBILE {(PRIV ATE) LIMITED APPLE 76 85,900
ORIENT ENTERPRISES AFPLE =
MOL PAKISTAN APPLE 87 71,803
PICK N SAVE APPLE 3,243 531,054
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE 1,130 978,828
HEAVEMN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE 226 281,375
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE 2,458 632,541
PICK N SAVE AQUOS 33 1,430
PREMIER CODE [FRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE 9,000 691,500 r
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIORMNS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G =
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS DOOGEE -
FORTLINE (PRIVATE] LIMITED DOOGEE -
POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED HELLO MOBILE -
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES HONOR =
SICCOTEL TRADING HONOR -
ACTION MOBILE [CTEES 1,000 75,060
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINDX Z23,120 24,223,007
ZENITH ENTERPRISE IMFINEX 20,000 4,102,326
BAKKA TRADING IMFINEX -
HAMZA ENTERPRISES INFINIX -
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX [3 920
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINID -
EUROTEL TRADING INFINIDX - m
TRAMNSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE] LIMITED INFINIX 174,520 13,318,071
EXPERT TRADERS INFINIX x
MICROTEL TRADING INFINIX -
ORIENT ENTERPRISES INFINIX -
ASIF ASOCIATE INFINIX -
M/5. C RIGHT MOBILE INFINIX -
ROCKERS TRADING TN FINIX -
SAHAA TRADERS INFINIX =
ADVANCE TELECOM [PVT.) LIMITED ITEL -
CARLCARE SERVICE (FVT.) LIMITED ITEL i8 Z,540
CORETECH ITEL =
INOWVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 20,220 4,608,540
SICCOTEL TRADING ITEL -
EXPERT TRADERS ITEL =
YOUNG TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED ME MOBILE -
FORTLINE [FRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA =
ADVANCE TELECORM MO KA i
AGA KHAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL COLLEGE FOUNDATION NOKLA -
TECND PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA 10,525 735,912 m
EXERT TECH {PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO a
PICK N SAVE OPPO 5
S.A.0 COMMUNICATION OFPPO =
WAOAS TRADERS. OPFPO -
HAMZA ENTERPRISES oPPrO *
IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED QPPO =
A.5. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED DUKITEL - q
EXPERT TRADERS ONE PLUS x
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE] LIMITED O MOBILE 6,100 428,375
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE] LIMITED REALME 84,000 6,225,000
ACTION MOBILE REALME -
Micratel Trading REALME -
SUNTON MOBILE TECH {PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME -
SICCOTEL TRADING REALME -
PICK N SAVE REALME =
S.A.0 COMMUNICATION REALME -
HAMZA ENTERPRISES REALME -
ASIF ASOCIATE SAMSUNG -
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSLUING 57 a4, 200 E
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE [PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG E] 480 s
ROHDE & SCHWARZ PAKISTAN (PVT.) LIMITED SAMSUNG 16 5,609 —|
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 18,360 4,670,880 I
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS SAMSLUING -
UMBRELLA ELECTRONICS & GENERAL TRADERS SAMSUNG -
SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUING 330 64,350 H
CORIENT ENTERPRISES SAMSUNG -
MICROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG -
HAMZIA ENTERPRISES SAMSUNG -
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG -
MOBICELL (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSLING -
GNEXT SOLUTIONS [PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG - N
CITI TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG G
EXPERT TRADERS SAMSUNG -
EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG =
SICCOTEL TRADING SHARP 61,600 3,893,867
DEPLOY (PVT.) LIMITED SPARN -
ACTION MOBILE TECNG a0 2,484
AlR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECNO 45,000 5,083,835
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 5,291 782,664
SAHAA TRADERS TECNO 5
AREEBAH TECHNOLOGIES LIMITED TECNO -
WSS UNITED MOBILE TECHO =
MICROTEL TRADING TECNO =
TRAMNSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 222,000 21,830,737
UNITED COMPMUNICATION (PVT.] LIMITEDR TECNG = m
MULLER & PHIPPS [PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 2
HAMZA ENTERPRISES TECNO -
CORETECH TECNO -
SICCOTEL TRADING TECHNO 7,000 AZ5,250
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO B 1,380
EXPERT TRADERS TECNO -
DORIENT ENTERPRISES TECNO -
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO 143,600 15,371,300
SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL 10,002 517,605
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED VNUS -
AREEBAH TECHNOLOGIES LIMITED X1AO M ",
MICROTEL TRADING Xiaonal =
A.L.M SHIPPING & LOGISTICS X1ADMI -
EUROTEL TRADING XIADMI -
BAKKA TRADING HIAO NI -
CORETECH HIAO R 6,200 1,060,344
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS XIAD NI -
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIADMI =
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE [PRIVATE) LIMITED KIAQMI & 795
GM TRADERS X180 MI -
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED X1AOMI 273,500 20,786,768
UNITED COMMUMNICATION (FVT.) LIMITED ITE 5,000 245,000
AFPPLE =4 === 11,913 ; 3,633,463
AQUOS =T = == T __ 33 = ___1,430
D CODE 9,000 691,500
HELLD MOBILE _ I E - =
HONOR -
INFINIX 428,645 41,719,384
ITEL 50,238 4,611,080
ME MOBILE -
MOTOROLA =
NOKLA 10,525 735,912
oPPO -
QONE PLUS -
OUKITEL -
0 MOBILE 6,100 428,375
REALME 84,000 6,225,000
SPARX -
SHARP 61,600 3,893 867
SAMSUNG 18,766 4,785,519
TECNO 279,339 28,126,359
VIVO 143,600 15,371,200
VNUS £
VGOTEL 10,002 517,605
HIACKI 273,706 21,847,907

ZTE Slwﬂ ZﬁiIDOD
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telecommunication Ltd.

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi 13C

[—' Smooth 6.74" 90Hz Display
50MP Al triple camera

Rs.32,999

Amazing screen for immersive
viewing

e -

Fast and secure unlock \\
experience.



VIVO

-

V29 EGs | V29e
Delight in Every Portrait




	Artboard 1@1.75x
	Artboard 2@1.75x
	Artboard 3@1.75x
	Artboard 4@1.75x
	Artboard 5@1.75x
	Artboard 6@1.75x
	Artboard 7@1.75x
	Artboard 8@1.75x
	Artboard 9@1.75x
	Artboard 10@1.75x
	Artboard 11@1.75x
	Artboard 12@1.75x
	Artboard 13@1.75x
	Artboard 14@1.75x
	Artboard 15@1.75x
	Artboard 16@1.75x
	Artboard 17@1.75x
	Artboard 18@1.75x
	Artboard 19@1.75x
	Artboard 20@1.75x
	Artboard 21@1.75x
	Artboard 22@1.75x
	Artboard 23@1.75x
	Artboard 24@1.75x
	Artboard 25@1.75x
	Artboard 26@1.75x
	Artboard 27@1.75x
	Artboard 28@1.75x
	Artboard 29@1.75x
	Artboard 30@1.75x
	Artboard 31@1.75x
	Artboard 32@1.75x
	Artboard 33@1.75x
	Artboard 34@1.75x
	Artboard 35@1.75x
	Artboard 36@1.75x
	Artboard 37@1.75x
	Artboard 38@1.75x
	Artboard 39@1.75x
	Artboard 40@1.75x
	Artboard 41@1.75x
	Artboard 42@1.75x
	Artboard 43@1.75x
	Artboard 44@1.75x
	Artboard 45@1.75x
	Artboard 46@1.75x
	Artboard 47@1.75x
	Artboard 48@1.75x
	Artboard 49@1.75x
	Artboard 50@1.75x
	Artboard 51@1.75x
	Artboard 52@1.75x
	Artboard 53@1.75x
	Artboard 54@1.75x
	Artboard 55@1.75x
	Artboard 56@1.75x
	Artboard 57@1.75x
	Artboard 58@1.75x
	Artboard 59@1.75x
	Artboard 60@1.75x
	Artboard 61@1.75x
	Artboard 62@1.75x
	Artboard 63@1.75x
	Artboard 64@1.75x
	Artboard 65@1.75x
	Artboard 66@1.75x
	Artboard 67@1.75x
	Artboard 68@1.75x
	Artboard 69@1.75x
	Artboard 70@1.75x
	Artboard 71@1.75x
	Artboard 72@1.75x
	Artboard 73@1.75x
	Artboard 74@1.75x
	Artboard 75@1.75x
	Artboard 76@1.75x
	Artboard 77@1.75x
	Artboard 78@1.75x
	Artboard 79@1.75x
	Artboard 80@1.75x
	Artboard 81@1.75x
	Artboard 82@1.75x
	Artboard 83@1.75x
	Artboard 84@1.75x

