(SN

Business News Magazine

December 15, 2023 - January 15 2024 'f facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial !twitter.comfﬂaremagazinepk Free download: flare.pk

SUrPER

4G

BORIYAT BHAGAU

WITH

FREEDOM

7 7 ) (100682

2000

ALL NETWORK MIN & SMS

S 1

3
%
;

RS 1800 LOAD
CODE #733#

dunya ko bataa do



NOKIA

Big on durability and
big on security

Y O @ e O 6

6.5" HD+ V-notch REAR 8MP RAM2GB  Fingerprint 2 years of 3000 mAh Battery
FRONT5MP  ROM 32GB Sensor security updates (removable)

Rs.15,999

© O © 5 / ADVANCE TELECOM @) www.advancetelecom.com.pk




(SN

Business News Magazine

December 15, 2023 - January 15, 2024 'f facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial ’ twitter.com/flaremagazinepk Free download: flare.pk

Fierce competition
ahead for CMOs after

i @
1) 2N 2aVal 2 S
clen ol q u1t S ‘ Cover Story: Page: EBW[H

=

Pakistan’s Greatest
Call Offer

Dial *630#

ISl Sj9eusgs



(c\ AIRLINK

Authorised
. Reseller

AIR LINK FLAGSHIP STORE

AIR LIN|

RAND SPECIFIC STORE

Bahawalpur {Sarmsung)

AIR LINK BRAND SPECIFIC STORE AIR LINK STORE- EMPORIUM MALL, LHR

Authorized
Reseller

SAMSUNG i

m TECNO || “7Z || Huawel

Head Office - 152/1 M, Quaid-e-Azam Industrial Estate, Kot Lakhpat, Lahore

www.airlinkcommunication.com @ @airlinkALC @ airlinkcommunication airlinkcommunication



ANESOME

128+12GB’ | 6.6'Big Screen
with Dynamic Bar

4+8GB Extended RAM

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS

Osiccotel

Octa-core

Advanced Processor




H#CONNECTIONBINATENSION

=
—
L2
=
o-
=
L
=
|—
&
=
| .
i
= =
==
o
[ e |
| -
2=
r—
_—
|
=
&
bive
=

INTRODUCING JAZZF}

C O nte ntS December 15 - January 15, 2024

08 | EDITOR’S NOTE Fierce competition

09 | READER’S RESPONSE ahead for CMOs
Letters to the Editor

— after 'lelenor quits
(:( )\’]": R H rl‘( ) R\V The Cellular Mobile Operators (ChOs) providing mobile phone services in Pakistan are

currently going through intense competition wherein companies are offering different
packages. However, at the same time, they have been also facing serious difficultics due
. ags . to various government restrictions, particularly over the last two years when opening the
28 |  Fierce competition ahead for CMOs after Telenor quits Leters of Credit (LCs) and other inancial issues surfaced as very seriows probiems.
Apart from this, the depreciation of the Pakistan rupee has also created severe
N . 2 difficulties for the teloos, The telecom sectar has a huge potential to contribute to the
]-1 ( ( )-\I( )m national economy in a big way. Therefore, it is the pressing need of the hour to remove
AAANS L o the navigating turbulence in the telecom scctor to stabilise to its optimum output. The
telecom market is deregolated and the government must play to make things easy for this
sector taking all stakeholders into confidence. So that the CMOs could focus on quality
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IMF loan and
inflation

It has been a dilemma with this nation that never any
government in Pakistan told it or gave details as to where huge
loans obtained from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) were
spent— on the revival of the economy, other humanity welfare
projects or the money was syphoned off to any other area. What is
disclosed to the people by any government in Pakistan is not more
than the quantum of instalments paid or to be paid to the IMF
from the hard-earned money of the tax-payers. The people are
kept in the dark about where the actual money secured as a loan
from the IMF was utilised for which hefty debt servicing remains
a constant worry of the nation and the poor Pakistanis crushed
by the inflation. How this fact could be interpreted— cheating with
the nation or the government expediency?

The IMF provides financial support to countries when they
are hit by crises so that they get breathing room to implement
policies that restore economic stability, productivity and growth.
It also provides precautionary financing to help prevent crises.
There are examples of many countries which spent the IMF funds
prudently and successfully steered the country out of financial
troubles and built the nation, consequently today they align with
the developed states. But on our part, things look differently. We
have carried out 23 financial programs with the IMF and secured
billions of dollars in loans but neither our economy is stable nor
the human resource is developed which comes through the growth
of the productive sectors.

On the directions of the IMF, the PDM government, the
interim government, undertook multiple measures like hiking
its benchmark interest rate, increasing electricity and gas
prices, and bringing more and more people in taxes network.
The government over these strict steps which directly affected
the lives the poor Pakistan, took pride that the IMF financial
support was not merely a transaction; it signifies a crucial vote
of confidence in Pakistan’s commitment to implementing crucial
reforms, bolstering its economic stability beating all challenges.
But the people question what is the truth and how much they
have ameliorated their financial condition by providing them
relief on price-hikes, jobs creation, social development facilities
and basic amenities. Given the current economic situation, the
IMF bailout is a necessary breather for us. If the government uses
the money discreetly within the framework of national economic
policies and oils different developing sectors with this amount,
the chances are bright that we can overcome the difficult financial
time and put the country back on a strong economic track, the
indications of which have already begun to come forth by the
assessment of international forums.

Recently, the International Monetary Fund’s board has
approved a $700 million loan for Pakistan under a $3 billion
bailout. The IMF’s completion of its first review of the programme
and the board’s decision brings the total disbursements under the
Standby Arrangement (SBA) to about $1.9 billion. The country
1s operating under a caretaker government and the IMF loan
programme, approved in July, helped avert a sovereign debt
default.
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Malnutrition dilemma in Pakistan

Pakistan as a developed country, is facing numerous problems
of malnutrition that are getting worse day by day. The people
of Pakistan are, in particular, facing various difficulties
regarding this matter of paramount importance. The main
sources of malnutrition include unhealthy food, inflation,
overpopulation, and others. They have posed significant
challenges to poor communities of the country to meet their
needs properly so that their growing children do not fall prey
to diseases due to improper food and unhygienic conditions.
Unfortunately, the authorities have not taken any significant
steps to address this issue. Many people are being affect-
ed by malnutrition which mainly comes from consuming
bad-quality food. Malnutrition has a major impact on the
physical and mental growth of children particularly when
adolescents. Our country is in the strong grip of this alarming
issue, particularly in Balochistan, where people are facing
immense problems relating to malnutrition. I appeal to the
relevant authorities to take immediate and decisive action to
address this issue seriously.

Rozal Majeed, Lahore

Water pollution

“Life without liberty 1s like a body without spirit.” If there
1s no water, then there is no life. Water i1s essential for ev-
ery single thing in this world. Life i1s impossible without
water, but water pollution has been a serious problem for a
very long time. Water pollution is a worldwide phenomenon
which 1s causing deaths and various diseases.

Water pollution is the main problem affecting human lives in
many ways. It has become a significant challenge for survival
against its harmful effects on human beings, animals, trees,
and more. Everything in the world today exists because of
water. Regrettably, people are using water unnecessarily and
polluting it by various means and urban runoffs are one of
the major ones.

Water is a precious gift from nature is not a basic for our
survival but it is also used in many ways both domestically
and commercially In everyday life we use water for drinking,
cooking, bathing, washing, cleaning, plantation etc, therefore
its quality is rudimentary to keep us and our environment
healthy and tidy. Given the fact that water anywhere in
the world 1s a vital element to sustain life so, we must not
overlook the means that maintain its quality and keep it free
of contamination. Where there is water, there is life.

JihandSabir, Lahore

E-commerce revolution

The rise of e-commerce 1s indeed transforming the global
economy, and Pakistan is no exception. While online
platforms confribute to economic growth, the prevalence
of scams tarnishes the image. The misuse of platforms
like Facebook and Instagram for fraudulent activities
undermines consumer trust. The government must intervene
by implementing stringent measures to verify accounts
selling products on these platforms. Ensuring transparency
and accountability in e-commerce transactions will protect

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

consumers from deceptive practices.

By cracking down on shopping scams and imposing
verification processes, authorities can foster a more secure
and trustworthy online marketplace. This not only safeguards
consumers but also enhances Pakistan’s reputation in the
global digital economy. The government must adopt policies
that reflect the evolving nature of online commerce, promoting
ethical practices and deterring fraudulent activities. In doing
so, Pakistan can fully capitalise on the potential economic
benefits offered by the e-commerce boom.

Umama Rajput, Sukkur

Earn big with Amazon!

If you're eager to embark on a journey of earning but
find uncertainty in the path, here’s news that will make
you rejoice! Pakistan has broken barriers and joined the
Amazon marketplace after years of exclusion, opening up a
world of possibilities for you.

This isn’t just about commerce; it’s about availing economic
opportunities and an upgraded lifestyle for our Pakistani
community.

India, a well-established market on Amazon, has shown the
power of commerce with a strong seller base and active
customer engagement. Pakistan’s recent inclusion promises
growth, offering both nations a chance for global reach and
diverse opportunities within the Amazon platform.

Enter the realm of Google, a significant player in both
countries. It’s not just a search engine; it’s a platform for a
digital presence. Recognising our youth as a valuable asset,
especially with 64% of Pakistan’s population being youth,
we understand the importance of engaging them in this
evolving digital landscape.

Furthermore, social media and content marketing are your
tools to navigate the digital world. Spread the word about
Amazon products through engaging content and influencer
collaborations. Optimize blog posts and videos for online
searches, boosting the visibility of Amazon products. This
combined strategy gives you the tools to explore the digital
world, promoting not just economic growth but global
connections.

So, young leaders, seize the moment! Amazon is calling,
digital marketing 1s your ally, and the global stage awaits.
Unleash your potential, craft your story, and let’s redefine
success together!

Sara Muhammad Ali, Karachi

Seriously hazardous road

The Rawalpindi-Kohat Road needs attention. This single
carriage road connects GT Road with the M-1 Motorway
and then leads to Attock, connecting the two districts of
Rawalpindi and Attock. The journey from GT Road to
Dhumma crossing is a real ordeal. The damaged patches
often hinder traffic flow, and the closure of the railway
crossing at Tarnol adds to the misery. Also, Qingqi rickshaws
and encroachments on the road are causing massive traffic
jams. There are several schools, hospitals and residential
areas along the road, and the absence of street lights poses
a serious threat to commuters. The authorities concerned
must look into the matter.

Zafar Ahmed Khan, Islamabad

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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akistan signed over a dozen MoUs with

Saudi Arabia and other global companies

during the recent expo in Saudi Arabia to

boost employment opportunities abroad
for the Pakistani workforce.

Pakistan, through its Ministry of Overseas
Pakistanis and Human Resource Development
(OP&HRD), participated for the first time in the
International Human Resources &Labour Services
Expo in Riyadh. An official said the agreements
would open doors for the Pakistani workforce in
various sectors such as construction, hospitality,
information techmology, services industry, and
other fields globally.

To a question, he said the Overseas Employ-
ment Corporation (OEC), which is part of the
Ministry of Overseas Pakistan and Human Re-
source Development, was also present at the expo
through its Managing Director, Naseer Khan
Kashani. Other dignitaries at the expo included
Pakistan’s Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Ahmad
Farooq and representatives of multinational or-
ganisations. Underlining the importance of the
expo, he said that the expo served as a pivotal
forum, bringing together human resources and
recruitment companies alongside reliable and ac-
credited labour services entities.

It provided an opportunity for Pakistan to en-
gage with the global community, understand in-
ternational market needs, and “tailor our skills to
meet the evolving demands of the job market”, he
added. It also presented a unique opportunity for
Pakistan to exhibit the capabilities and potential of
its labour force, he added. He said that the Minis-
try of Overseas Pakistanis, through its department
OEC, stood proud at the Expo, demonstrating the
rich potential of Pakistan’s technical workforce.
“This is a moment of pride as OEC, for the first
time, represents Pakistan on this significant global
platform.”

He said: “There are exciting plans to establish
new vocational training centers across Pakistan,
specifically tailored to meet the job market de-
mands of regions like Saudi Arabia. This initiative
underscores Pakistan’s commitment to developing
a skilled workforce ready to meet global challeng-
es. The Expo has also opened avenues for collab-
oration with Saudi entities in vocational training
and skill development, positioning OEC as a lead-
er in the export of skilled manpower from Paki-
stan and as well as private OEPs.”

The activities of the first day of the Global La-
bor Market Conference in Riyadh witnessed the
signing of more than 15 agreements and MoUs

| between several entities, totalling $65.5 million, to

provide thousands of training opportunities and
jobs.

The concluded agreements covered the imple-
mentation of a variety of development and train-
ing programs, educational initiatives, scholarships,
leader preparation agreements, and knowledge
and data exchange to enable multiple segments of
new graduates, women, people with disabilities,
and others to obtain suitable job opportunities
through their habilitation and qualification and
provide them with appropriate training.

Vision 2030 is not just a catchphrase on paper:
It’s an emotion in action. The seriousness of this
activity is quite visible in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

The recently concluded, first annual Global
Labor Market Conference (GLMC) in Riyad was
another of the many global events which were
conducted by the KSA to push forward its Vision
2030. Delegates from across the globe converged
at the King Abdul Aziz International Conference
Center for the conference which saw local stake-
holders forging tie-ups with global partners to en-
sure Vision 2030 takes shape onward and forward.

Central to the success of Saudi Arabia’s Vi-
sion 2030 is the recognition that every individual
is not just a mere participant but a crucial cog in
the wheel, driving the nation toward its ambitious
goals. The Global Labor Market Conference high-
lighted this fundamental principle, emphasizing
the pivotal role each person plays in the implemen-
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Thisinitiative underscores Pakistan’s commitment to developing
a skilled workforce ready to meet global challenges. The Expo
has also opened avenues for collaboration with Saudi entities in
vocational training and skill development, positioning OEC as a
leader in the export of skilled manpower from Pakistan and as

well as private OEPs

tation of the vision. Unlike traditional top-down
approaches, Vision 2030 places a strong emphasis
on inclusivity. The Conference shed light on how
Saudi Arabia views its citizens and stakeholders
from across the globe, not as passive beneficiaries
but as active contributors to the nation’s progress.
This inclusive approach is a departure from con-
ventional models, where only a select few are con-
sidered instrumental in shaping the future.

Central to the success of
Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030
is the recognition that every
individual is not just a mere

participant but a crucial cog in
the wheel, driving the nation
towards its ambitious goals

H.E. Ahmed bin Sulaiman Al-Rajhi, the Sau-
di Minister for Human Resources and Social
Development, welcomed the Conference as a
much-needed platform for promoting labour mar-
ket harmony during a time of unprecedented dis-
ruption. Minister Al-Rajhi expressed gratitude to
the Kingdom’s leadership for its contributions to a
more resilient labour market on a national, region-
al, and global scale through Saudi Arabia’s Vision
2030 transformation agenda. He emphasised that
Saudi Arabia aspires to set an example for labour
markets and recognizes that the success of Vision

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

2030’s ambitious goals hinges on broad collabora-
tion within the global community.

The Global Labor Market Conference focussed
on eight main tracks: global labour market cata-
lysts, skills and productivity conundrums, labour
market makeovers, work for all, artificial intelli-
gence, the labour market reengineered, the right
way to deregulate, and the future-proofed organ-
isation.

This event stemmed from the Ministry of Hu-
man Resources and Social Development’s willing-
ness to engage in discussions regarding the latest
visions and innovative ideas related to labour mar-
kets worldwide. This aligned with the Ministry’s
vision of emphasising the role of employers and
governments in creating a harmomnious and inclu-
sive labour market while establishing internation-
ally recognized models and practices, in line with
the Kingdom’s objectives through various confer-
ence activities.

Jude Althagafi, Policy, and Impact Senior An-
alyst (Takamol Group), speaking at the last Fire-
side Chat—What Would a Great Labor Market
Future Look Like? summed it up best when she
said: “Work is more than a paycheck.” She also
spoke about security and flexibility for the entire
workforce with accessibility to facilities across the
board.

It was a valuable insight from Jude Althagafi,
who is a skilled professional specialising in public
policy research, economic analysis, and sustain-
able socioeconomic solutions for the Saudi Arabi-
an labour market. m
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he Privatization Commission Board un-

der the chairmanship of Minister Fawad

Hasan Fawad has given the green light for

the transaction structure for the sale of a
51% stake in Pakistan International Airlines (PIA),
a national flag carrier of the country. A consortium
led by Ernst& Young presented the proposal for the
sale of the majority stake along with the division of
PIA’s assets and liabilities.

In a formal agreement signed, the Privatisation
Commission sealed a deal with a consortium led by
British accounting firm Ernst & Young to provide fi-
nancial advisory services for the divestment of Paki-
stan International Airlines Corporation (PIAC). The
agreement encompasses restructuring, legal, techni-
cal, and financial due diligence, as well as the fair
evaluation of PIAC.

The Ernst & Young-led consortium was engaged
as the financial advisor following approval by the Pri-
vatisation Commission Board.

Despite the government’s eagerness for foreign
buyers, legal hurdles have surfaced to prevent the
sale of a substantial number of shares to overseas
investors. Government sources revealed that at least
51% of shares have received approval, with plans
to involve a local partner once legal complications
are overcome, emphasizing a sale with management
control.

The efforts of the caretaker government to pri-
vatize PIA face a hurdle due to pending dues of Rs
281 billion. The matter, now approved by the Board,
will be put before the Privatization Committee of the
Cabinet before it is placed before the caretaker Fed-

* eral Cabinet.

The advisory report, currently incomplete, lacks
the evaluation of PIA’s assets, with a deadline of the
third week of January to complete the task.

Financial advisers recommend granting the new
buyer the option to terminate employees after one
year, with proposals to extend this period to three
years. Additionally, it is suggested to consolidate
non-core assets and liabilities in a holding company,
making the federal government responsible for debt
and interest payments.

The recommendations will be presented to the
Cabinet Committee on privatization for a conclu-
sive verdict, followed by the final endorsement of
the Federal Cabinet. However, legal barriers prevent
selling majority stakes to foreign entities, including
the Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority Act and Air
Service Agreements.

To navigate this, foreign buyers would need a
local partner. In recent discussions, the Minister for
Privatisation hinted at the potential for a govern-
ment-to-government sale of PIA.

The recommended legal separation by financial
advisors for the divestment focuses on isolating the
core aviation business and assets, with the initial ob-
jective being the divestment of core aviation services.
Basic engineering services and international routes
would be part of the core assets offered for sale to
buyers.

Before it, caretaker Prime Minister AnwaarulH-
aqKakar met his Adviser on Aviation, Air Marshal
(retired) Farhat Hussain. During the meeting, the
premier directed the adviser to accelerate the process
of privatization of Pakistan International Airlines
(PIA) and outsourcing of airports’ operations.

Talking to the Adviser on Aviation, the premier
said transparency should be the priority in the whole
process of privatization of PIA and outsourcing of
airports.

At the meeting, the adviser provided a compre-
hensive overview to the Prime Minister regarding his
ministry’s operations and the reforms initiated with-
in the aviation sector.

On the occasion, the Prime Minister said one of
the top priorities of the government is to protect the
national kitty from the loss inflicted by state-owned
entities, adding that there is an immense potential for
investment in the country’s aviation sector.

Pakistan’s national carrier - which was once seen
by international carriers as a success story - is virtu-
ally operating with half of its fleet.

The carrier owes heavy due worth billions to dif-
ferent state institutions and the pending liabilities
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Legal hurdles
impede govt

desire for early
privatisation of PIA

Despite the government’s eagerness for foreign buyers, legal
hurdleshave surfaced to prevent the sale of a substantial number
of shares to overseas investors. Government sources revealed
that at least 51% of shares have received approval, with plans to
involve a local partner once legal complications are overcome,
emphasizing a sale with management control

have forced the carrier to ground around a dozen of
its planes. PIA’s challenges worsened in the last few
months as the airline was not able to get the aircraft

repaired.

In a formal agreement signed,
the Privatisation Commission
sealed a deal with a consortium
led by British accounting firm
Ernst & Young to provide
financial advisory services for
the divestment of Pakistan
International Airlines

Corporation (PTAC)

There have been demands for privatizing the na-
tional carrier due to its economic nonviability. For-
mer Aviation Minister Khawaja SaadRafique also
stressed the importance of privatizing the carrier or
else it would have to shut operations.

In the final days of the PDM regime, it was also
decided to privatize loss-making Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines during a meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Privatization chaired by then Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar.

The caretaker regime has also expedited the pro-
cess and a consultant in this regard has been hired.
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Caretaker Federal Minister for Privatisation, Fawad
Hassan Fawad has also announced that the airline
would be privatized as it has become a loss-mak-
ing entity though there seem to be multiple hurdles
to achieve the goal including the proposition that
whether or not the caretaker regime is competent to
privatise state assets.

It is pertinent to mention here that Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines (PIA) has released its financial
report, revealing a loss of Rs 60.71 billion in the first
six of the year 2023.

According to the report, PIA’s loss for six months
in 2022 was Rs 41.31 billion as compared to the first
six-month loss of 2023 which is Rs 60.71 billion.

The depreciation of the Pakistani rupee against
the US dollar resulted in a loss of Rs27.45 billion in
PIA’s finances while Rs 30.78 billion was spent on
fuel and finance in the first half of 2023 whereas this
amount was Rs 48.34 billion in 2022.

The revenue of PIA was recorded by 74 percent,
reaching Rs59 billion, surpassing Rs34 billion com-
pared to the previous year, while the operational
profit also increased, reaching Rs 4.1 billion.

The Work on the restructuring plan of Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA) for privatization has
been expedited.

As per details, the PIA administration sought
applications from legal and corporate firms for the
restructuring plan of the national flag carrier.

The assets belonging to the PIA, including prop-
erty, debts, aircraft, and employees, will be trans-
ferred to the new company and the PIA will be
presented to the investor as a free-from-debt organi-
zation for privatization. m
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enate Panel on Industries and Production
is taking- up Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM) to
review its latest status as the country’s larg-
est giant industrial unit rather than a gold-
en and lucrative asset which is causing a Rs100
million per day loss to the national exchequer.

The notice served by the Senate Standing on
Industries and Production is going to tell a tale
as to how PSM is being ruined by various ma-
fias. The PSM’s accumulative financial losses and
liabilities have gone over Rs 700 billion and it is
adding another Rs 100 million to this loss per day,
but this huge bleeding of national resources by the
PSM appears not enough for decision-makers to
take action in the national interest.

It appears the decision-makers are least inter-
ested in stopping PSM’s bleeding but protecting
mafias that have been involved in ruining PSM for
years. The PSM is, no doubt, a great asset and its
functioning could give Pakistan an edge in many
ways. PSM’s output for years in the 80s and 90s
speaks of its utility. Then this big industrial asset
fell into the hands of the mafias which not only
looted it but also made every move to prove that
PSM was a liability and needed to be privatised.
The mafias which are behind PSM’s destruction
are so powerful that they managed to stop every
ruler from making the steel mills functional.

Stakeholder Group’s chairman, Mumraiz
Khan, has not given up his efforts to make the ma-
fia-infected decision-makers feel that PSM is not
a liability and can be turned into a profit-making
entity by using local financial resources and tech-
nical expertise.

Mumraiz Khan deplores that the decision-mak-
ers sitting in Islamabad had leaned towards the
mafias and were acting to appease the mafias and
protect their moves. Mumraiz Khan said, “I am
sad that PSM is making a loss of Rs 100 million
per day, but it does not make the decision—-makers
feel that the money going down the drain in PSM
is that of the taxpayers and it’s a big national loss”.

Mumraiz Khan said he wrote hundreds of let-
ters to the Industries and Production Ministry to
revive the mills, but unfortunately, none was en-
tertained by the secretary who is also the principal
accounting officer of the Ministry of Industries
and Production. The Senate Panel should ques-
tion the officials of the Ministry of Industries and
Production as to how much a daily loss of the
PSM. The Senate Panel should also question the
officials of the Ministry of Industries and Produc-
tion as to how an absconder is the Chairman of
the PSM’s board.

R

On 13th November 2023, The Ministry of Pri-
vatisation formally handed over Pakistan Steel
Mills (PSM) to the Ministry of Industries and Pro-
duction (MolI&P). This was the first step in trying
to privatise the ailing national asset. Except this
first step wasn’t quite being taken for the first time.

The case of Pakistan steel mills is a bit like
two steps forward and two steps back in an end-
less loop. Because nearly four years ago the same
sequence of events had taken place. The PSM is
one of those grand old state-owned companies
that have seen better days but now it has become a
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Mafias using PSM

white elephant to
pocket public money

The PSM is, no doubt, a great asset and its functioning could
give Pakistan an edge in many ways. PSM’s output for years in
the 80s and 90s speaks of its utility. Then this big industrial asset
fell into the hands of the mafias which not only looted it but also
made every move to prove that PSM is a liability and it needs to

be privatised

strain. Nobody knows what to do to deal with the
situation after several ministries in the past have
been just playing with the matter.

It may not be wrong to say that the financial
well-being of consultants, bureaucrats, and politi-
cians came about around the issue of privatisation

At this stage, the company
was still performing well as it
earned profits through 2007

and 2008 but its fortune took a
turn from 2008 onwards. From
that period till now, it has been
seen that the company has
become bloated and operation-
ally cumbersome

of PSM and the like units. And the entire time the
company is stuck in the limbo known as privatisa-
tion in Pakistan.

The PSM is one of the largest industrial corpo-
rations in Pakistan which can produce 1.1 to 5.0
million tonnes of steel and iron foundries. The mill
was a mammoth undertaking from the stage of a
seed to a full-grown tree. How long did this take?
To get the context of how this plan went from idea
to execution, it took more than half the country’s
history or roughly 38 years to come to life.
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Initially, the PSM was the vision of Liaquat Ali
Khan who wanted to make the country self-depen-
dent for its production. The vision became a real-
ity after Soviet cooperation came through and the
stone-setting ceremony was carried out by Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto in 1973. The plant started production
in 1985 after it was inaugurated by Zia ulHag. It
seems the history of PSM is intertwined with the
politics of the country. In short, the Mills saw ten
prime ministers from the idea till operation.

In the 2000s, there was a robust effort to give
the company to private owners. Around 2006,
there was a push to sell the State Owned Enterprise
(SOE). This was based on the fact that since ear-
1y 2000, the company had become profitable and
much of its accumulated losses had been wiped
out. It was felt prudent to hand over the reins of
the company to the private sector. This was done
under the PM ship of Shaukat Aziz who wanted
the government to offload the company.

At this stage, the company was still performing
well as it earned profits through 2007 and 2008
but fortunes changed from 2008 onwards. From
that period till now, it has been seen that the com-
pany has become bloated and operationally cum-
bersome. Hit by the country’s energy crisis and
mounting legacy costs, the company was used for
little except for political purposes. Overemploy-
ment was allegedly carried out with political in-
terference, which is another reason why many feel
the government should wash its hands of PSM.
The result of these steps has been that the compa-
ny has run into cash flow shortages and has accu-
mulated huge losses on its books. =
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he news across the country is that the

government is gearing up for the intro-

duction of 5G services by August 2024, as

it has submitted to the Federal Cabinet a
comprehensive business plan for launching the 5G
services. The plan includes the hiring of an inter-
national consultant to advise on the design of an
auction of available 5G spectrum as well, as the cre-
ation of an inter-ministerial advisory committee to
oversee 5G development. The MoITT’s proposals
are also said to have included measures to reduce
costs of infrastructure deployment while discus-
sions are going on regarding reforms to incentivise
participation in the spectrum sale. Similarly, the
MOolITT stressed that for a fair and competitive envi-
ronment, no operator should be allocated spectrum
without a competitive process for spectrum alloca-
tion.

A lengthy procedure involves launching 5G in
Pakistan. Firstly, hiring an international consul-
tant; secondly 5G bidding and thirdly, the price and
mode of payment in Pakistan rupee or in dollars
and lastly, final approval by the Frequency Alloca-
tion Board after the issuance of policy directives by
the federal government. So there is no 5G in Paki-
stan till 2026 and beyond that.

Recently, the caretaker Federal Minister for In-
formation Technology and Telecommunication, Dr
Umar Saif visited the headquarters of the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) where he was
received by Chairman PTA, Major General (Rtd)
HafeezurRehman and other senior officials. During
visit, Dr Umar Saif was briefed on PTA’s affairs,
ongoing projects, and overall performance. He also
inspected various sections and held meetings with
officers and staff.

According to sources, Chairman PTA briefed
the Federal Minister on preparations for the auc-
tion of 5G spectrum, 3G/4G penetrations, mobile
phone policy, measures taken for cybersecurity, and
other allied matters.

Chairman PTA informed the Federal Minister
that PTA is ready for a 5G auction and will start
work on it after the allocation of frequencies by the
Frequency Allocation Board and the issuance of
policy directives by the federal government.

Dr Umar Saif in his post on ‘X’ expressed his
views after visiting the Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA) offices. He said in the post:
“Wonderful to visit the offices of Pakistan Telecom
Authority (PTA) to review the ongoing reforms of
the telecom sector, accelerate spectrum auction,
and introduction of 5G in Pakistan, and prepare to
launch instalments-based phones in Pakistan.”

Chairman PTA informed the
Federal Minister that PTA is
ready for a 5G auction and will
start work on it after the alloca-
tion of frequencies by the Fre-
quency Allocation Board and
the issuance of policy directives
by the federal government

According to MoIT&T, in a meeting chaired by
the Federal Minister Dr Umar Saif, expressed the
government’s commitment to take all possible mea-
sures promoting the telecommunication sector.

He directed the PTA to extend the scope of na-
tional roaming facilities beyond coastal highways
to motorways and national urban centres.

Dr Umar Saifemphasised the need for timely
actions to address consumer complaints against
telecom operators and underscored the need for a
mechanism that enhances the PTA’s role in promot-
ing public interests and social initiatives.

The Federal Minister highlighted the signifi-
cance of establishing a Telecommunications Tribu-
nal as a collaborative platform for consumers, tele-
com operators, and PTA to expedite the resolution
of issues.

He stressed the essential role of providing dig-
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oG launch not in sight
till 2026 and beyond

A lengthy procedure involves launching 5G in Pakistan. Firstly,
hiringaninternational consultant; secondly5Gbidding; thirdlywhat
is the price and mode of payment in Pakistani rupee or in dollars;
and lastly, the final approval by the Frequency Allocation Board
after the issuance of policy directives by the federal government.
So there will be no 5G in Pakistan till 2026 and beyond that

ital facilities to the public in connection with the
digital world. Dr Omar Saif observed that payment
gateways for subscribing to OTT platforms be facil-
itated through the State Bank of Pakistan, and deci-
sions regarding national and public interests should
be made promptly through the SBP forum.

Caretaker Federal Minister for Information
Technology and Telecommunication, Dr Umar Saif
said the national roaming facility’s scope would be
extended to motorways and national highways to
facilitate travellers.

The Minister was informed that the PTA has
consistently facilitated the thriving telecom indus-
try in Pakistan, providing state-of-the-art telecom,
broadband, and ICT services. The challenges faced
by the sector and the regulator’s ongoing efforts to
address them were also discussed.

In a separate development, the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA) announced the
formation of the Telecom Cyber Security Task
Force (TCSTF).

This industry-wide initiative is geared towards
ensuring the effective implementation of the cyber
security objectives outlined in the strategy for the
years 2023-2028.

Comprising Chief Information Security Offi-
cers (CISOs) from major telecom operators, the
task force is set to be established with the formal
approval of the Authority.

Its primary role will involve overseeing the
progress of the cyber security strategy’s implemen-
tation through regular monthly meetings. The aim
is to closely monitor initiatives, identify potential
challenges, and take timely measures to mitigate
any hurdles encountered along the way.
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A noteworthy feature of this approach is the
transformation of every domain under the cyber
security strategy into Key Performance Indicators
(KPIs).

These KPIs will be assigned to individual tele-
com operators, and the task force will play a cru-
cial role in evaluating their progress. This struc-
tured evaluation process is expected to enhance
accountability and ensure a focused approach to
achieving the cyber security goals set for the tele-
com sector.

According to the document, all members of the
task force will be held responsible and accountable
for the successful execution of initiatives outlined
in the strategy. Coordination with relevant stake-
holders is emphasized as an integral part of the
implementation process, highlighting the collabo-
rative nature of this initiative.

By fostering industry-level collaboration, the
task force will not only provide a platform for
concerted efforts but also position the telecom in-
dustry as a responsible stakeholder in addressing
cybersecurity challenges, stated the document.

PTA, earlier this month, issued its Cyber Se-
curity Strategy for Pakistan’s Telecom Sector, a
comprehensive plan set to span from 2023 to 2028.

The strategy is built on six foundational pillars,
each targeting a specific aspect of cyber security,
such as legal framework, cyber resilience, proac-
tive monitoring and incident response, capacity
building, cooperation and collaboration, and pub-
lic awareness.

These pillars represent a holistic approach, en-
suring a resilient and secure digital infrastructure
across Pakistan’s telecom sector. m
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IMRAR KHAK WARRS THAT PAKISTAN'S
ELECTION COULD BE A FARCE

14

Today pakistan is being ruled by caretaker governments at both the federal
level and provincial level. These administrations are constitutionally illegal be-
cause elections were not held within 90 days of parliamentary assemblies
being dissolved.

The public is hearing that elections will suppasedly be held on February
8th. But having been denied the same in two provinces, Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, over the past year —despite a Supreme Court order last
March that those votes should be held within three months— they are right to
be sceptical about whether the national vote will take place.

The country's election commission has been tainted by its bizarre actions.
Not only has it defied the top court but it has also rejected my Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (pti) party’s nominations for first-choice candidates, hin-

dered the party’s intemal elections and launched contempt cases against me
and other pti leaders for simply criticising the commission,

“ . - > hug

Likewise, politicians can get closerto citizensand represent them

”

Imran Khan

Formes Prime Minister of Pakistan

more effectively in the long run. Such an alignment between
citizens and politicians could change the face of electoral
campaigns and increasingly improve the policymaking process
to a more accurate and efficient one

any politicians around the world use

artificial intelligence (AI) in speeches

and articles. The trend of using arti-

cial intelligence (AI) in many fields

and the politicians of the country also use this tech-

nology to deliver excellent speeches and articles.

Nowadays, the article of former PTI chief Imran

Khan is the talk of the town to ascertain whether

it was artificially created through AI or he wrote it

himself. There are no two opinions that many pol-

iticians use Al in their speeches and articles to take

full advantage of this technology. But the question

is whether is person in jail can use this technology

and send his article to an international journal with

so accuracy and authenticity of the content that it is

believed to be written by himself and merited publi-
cation.

Artificial intelligence (AI) has become a power-
ful tool of technological advances, access to large
amounts of data, machine learning and increased
computing power. The release of ChatGPT at the
end of 2022 was a breakthrough in AL It demon-
strated the vast range of possibilities involved in
adapting general-purpose Al to a wide array of tasks
and in getting generative Al to generate synthetic
content based on prompts entered by the user. In just
a few years, a very large share of online content may
be generated synthetically. Al is an opportunity to
improve the democratic process in our societies. For
example, it can help citizens to gain a better under-
standing of politics and engage more easily in dem-
ocratic debate. Likewise, politicians can get closer to
citizens and represent them more effectively in the
long run. Such an alignment between citizens and
politicians could change the face of electoral cam-
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paigns and considerably improve the policymaking
process to a more accurate and efficient one.

The recently published article in “The Econo-
mist”, as the opinion piece of the imprisoned former
prime minister Imran Khan is well in the debate. The
Imran Khan-led party — Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) — has issued a clarification that the most talk-
ed about article published by “The Economist” was
not an artificial intelligence (AI) creation.

The former ruling party claimed that the said ar-
ticle in the UK publication was originally authored
by Khan, without any “use of artificial means in-
cluding artificial intelligence”.

An official statement was posted by the PTI on
‘X, saying: “It is clarified that the news/reports
carried by local media on the contents and mode of
publication of an article by the PTI Chairman-for-
life in a foreign publication The Economist does not
reflect the actual state of facts regarding the matter.”

The statement also read: “The said piece has been
authored by the PTI Chairman-for-life, Imran Khan,
vindictively incarcerated at Central Jail, Rawalpindi.
In no way, this has been compiled through the use
of artificial means including artificial intelligence.”

The former ruling party, which rose to power af-
ter the 2018 general election, urged the local media
to “present the facts and carry this clarification in its
true letter and spirit by publishing it at same promi-
nent place in their upcoming editions”.

‘I dictated the column’

Days after the jailed former premier’s article in
the UK publication caused a furore, Imran Khan
shared that he had dictated the column, a local daily
reported.

“I take full responsibility for the article published
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in The Economist recently,” Khan said in an infor-
mal conversation with reporters in the courtroom at
Adiala Jail, Rawalpindi.

When the media man of a private channel asked
him whether he wrote that article, he replied in the
affirmative and clarified that he had dictated it.

He also shared that “next week” his party will
share his fresh “speech” on “social media”.

When the reporter asked whether that speech
would be an audio or a video, Khan replied: “Today
is an era of artificial intelligence.”

“The Economist” column

The ousted prime minister, who was removed
from power via a no-confidence motion in April
2022, is currently incarcerated in the Adiala jail.

In the article Imran Khan lamented the lack of a
level playing field for his party, alleging that the es-
tablishment is not ready to provide one, as the gen-
eral election is scheduled to be held on February 8.

He added that the polls conducted in such cir-
cumstances would be “farce”.

Khan has stuck to his cypher narrative in the
piece, writing that “I believe that the American of-
ficial’s message was to the effect of: pull the plug on
Khan's prime ministership through a vote of no con-
fidence, or else”.

The federal government will
approach “T'he Economist” and
write [to] them that if Imran
Khan sends an article/letter
following due process and the

Jail Manual then it is
publishable

He adds that “within weeks our government was
toppled” and he discovered that former COAS Gen
Bajwa had “been working on our allies and parlia-
mentary backbenchers for several months to move
against us.”

Ever since its publication, the federal and Punjab
governments claim it was a “ghost article”.

While Punjab’s jail authorities are investigating
the matter, the real question is: do Pakistan’s pris-
on rules allow an inmate to write a letter or article
to any publication (national or international)? Can
a prisoner be actively involved in politics while in
prison? What do the Pakistan Prison Rules 1978 say
about the rights of prisoners, their involvement in
politics, or if they can write to or for a foreign pub-
lication? Caretaker Federal Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Murtaza Solangi said that Adiala
Jail comes under the Punjab government’s jurisdic-
tion, and as such the provincial government must be
investigating this matter.

Saying that he believes this was a “ghost article”,
the caretaker minister added, “The federal govern-
ment will approach “The Economist” and write
[to] them that if Imran Khan sends an article/letter
following due process and the Jail Manual then it is
publishable. But according to my information, he
hasn’t written any such article, and the foreign pub-
lication has misled its readers. We are working on it
and will soon write a letter to The Economist.”

A couple of weeks ago, Imran Khan delivered a
speech using an audio clip generated through artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) to address a virtual rally — the
first event of its kind in the South Asian country.

Khan delivered a four-minute address, using
the clip, which was laid over a video containing his
Al-generated image as well as photos from previous
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) rallies and earlier
speeches by him.

The PTI said its virtual rally drew more than five
million views on social media platforms including
YouTube, Facebook and Twitter despite internet
outages reported from various parts of the country.

The PTI organised the internet rally to bypass a
government ban on public rallies by the party as it
gears up for general elections, scheduled on Febru-

ary 8. m
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4G & TPLTRAKKER L
AGREEMENT FOR M2M SOLUTION
SIGNING CEREMONY

Group Chief Business Solutions Officer, PTCL &Ufone 4G, Zarrar Hasham Khan said PTCL Group
being the National company is proud to be a major proponent of technological enablement and
transformation in Pakistan. Our connectivity and ICT services provide a great deal of ease and
enablement to our enterprise customers, like TPL Trakker, which in turn extend game-changing
products and services to the people of Pakistan

akistan’s largest telecommunications and

integrated ICT services provider, PTCL

Group (PTCL &Ufone 4G), and leading

GPS tracking and IoT services provid-

er, TPL Trakker have renewed their partnership

for the continued provision of the state-of-the-art

machine-to-machine-(-M2M) and ICT services to

TPL Trakker under PTCL Group Business Solu-
tions.

Group Chief Business Solutions Officer

(GCBSO), PTCL &Ufone 4G, ZarrarHash-

am Khan, and CEO, TPL Trakker, Rao Salman
signed the agreement at TPL Trakker headquar-

-~

ters in Karachi, in the presence of senior officials
from both organizations. Under this agreement,
PTCL Group will provide wireless connectivity
and a host of bundled services to TPL Trakker,
to enable the company’s premium and efficien-
cy-boosting vehicle tracking, performance man-
agement, and other IoT services.
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Speaking at the signing ceremony, Group
Chief Business Solutions Officer, PTCL &Ufone
4G, ZarrarHasham Khan said, “PTCL Group be-
ing the National company is proud to be a ma-
jor proponent of technological enablement and
transformation in Pakistan. Our connectivity and
ICT services provide a great deal of ease and en-
ablement to our enterprise customers, like TPL
Trakker, which in turn extend game-changing
products and services to the people of Pakistan.
We are steadfast in our commitment to further en-
hancing conduciveness for tech-based innovation
and transformation in Pakistan.”

CEQ, the TPL Trakker, Rao Salman said: “We
are proud to announce a historic expansion of our
collaboration with PTCL Group, propelling us to-
wards undoubted leadership in the Pakistani IoT
landscape. This renewed partnership reaffirms
our joint commitment to our unwavering focus
on connectivity and positions us as pioneers in
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developing and delivering cutting-edge IoT solu-
tions. Capitalizing on our local insights and har-
nessing PTCL’s specialized knowledge, we aspire

CEO, the TPIL Trakker, Rao
Salman said we are proud to
announce a historic expansion
of our collaboration with PTCI.
Group, propelling us towards
undoubted leadership in the
Pakistani [oT landscape. This
renewed partnership reaffirms
our joint commitment to our
unwavering focus on connectiv-
ity and positions us as pioneers
in developing and delivering
cutting-edge IoT solutions

to deliver state-of-the-art solutions customized to
meet the distinctive requirements of our diverse
clientele. This strategic alliance paves the way for
innovation, efficiency, and seamless nationwide
connectivity. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to
our stakeholders for their continued support as we
embark on this transformative journey together.”

PTCL Group and TPL Trakker excel in lever-
aging digital technology to enable and empower
their respective customers, besides contributing
immensely to the growth and development of
ICT technologies in Pakistan. The mutual collab-
oration enhances their impact on a larger scale to
help enrich and strengthen Pakistan’s digital land-
scape. m
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Mobilink Bank and NIBALK’s
synergistic initiative to foster

financial inclusion

Mobilink Bank and NIBAF will share their vision and practices with the entire banking industry
as a result of introducing an innovative product of commercial vehicles. The idea behind this
product is to nurture entrepreneurship and foster economic growth, generating employment
opportunities that contribute substantially to societal development

obilink Bank, Pakistan’s leading dig-

ital microfinance institution, part-

nered with the National Institute

of Banking & Finance (NIBAF) to
share its vision and practices with the entire bank-
ing industry with an aim to introduce an innovative
product, the commercial vehicle. The idea behind
this product is to nurture entrepreneurship and fos-
ter economic growth, generating employment op-
portunities that contribute substantially to societal
development. Through this partnership, Mobilink
Bank endeavours to amplify inclusivity, offering vi-
tal support to the underprivileged and proactively
igniting the entrepreneurial spirit in young, under-
served individuals, particularly women. Today, this
commercial vehicle product is utilised by several
woImen entrepreneurs.

- WE W DR, _';.—
Mobilink Bank is part of the VEON group, a
global digital operator that provides converged con-
nectivity and digital services to nearly 160 million
customers in six dynamic markets that are home to
7% of the world’s population.

Ghazanfar Azzam, President and CEO of Mo-
bilink Bank, and Riaz NazaraliChunara, Managing
Director of NIBAF, signed the agreement at the
NIBAF Headquarters in Islamabad in the presence
of senior management from both organisations,
including the Chief People Officer, Chief Branch
Business Officer, Chief Digital Officer, and Head
of Commercial Vehicle at Mobilink Bank.

Sharing his thoughts at the signing ceremony,
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Ghazanfar Azzam, President and CEO of Mo-
bilink Bank, said: “We believe that real progress is
realized when everyone is afforded an equal oppor-
tunity to prosper. Our partnership with NIBAF is a
testament to our unwavering commitment to social
responsibility and our steadfast belief in the trans-

Mobilink Bank is part of the
VEON group, a global digital
operator that provides
converged connectivity and
digital services to nearly 160
million customers in six
dynamic markets that are home
to 7% of the world’s population

formative potential of financial inclusion. By col-
laborating for holistic empowerment, our goal is to
uplift the underprivileged not only through accessi-
ble financial services but also by focusing on educa-
tion and skill-building initiatives. We at Mobilink
Bank are dedicated to fostering opportunities and
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supporting entrepreneurs to contribute to develop-
ing a more equitable society and economy at large.”

Also sharing his thoughts, Riaz NazaraliChu-
nara, Managing Director NIBAF, said: “The NI-
BAF-Mobilink Bank partnership strives to uplift
the underbanked through enhanced financial in-
clusivity. One can certainly realize the Bank’s par-
amount focus to fuel entrepreneurship by merging
banking expertise with microfinance initiatives, cre-
ating self-employment and job opportunities. This
aligns with national development goals, promoting
economic growth and empowering marginalized
individuals, especially women. Through this stra-
tegic alliance, we are dedicated to boosting finan-
cial education for the industry, enabling access to
resources for sustainable livelihoods, and catalyz-
ing positive socio-economic impact. To calibrate

the industry-wide learnings, NIBAF is dedicated to
developing experiential learning products through
indigenous case studies to benefit the banking fra-
ternity. Our partnership with Mobilink Bank has
added another feather to our aspirations.”

Mobilink Bank fosters positive change by of-
fering financial services to hundreds of young
entrepreneurs, catalysing business initiation and
expansion. This dedication generates multiple job
opportunities, particularly benefiting rural and
low-income communities. Committed to nation-
wide progress, the Bank is a beacon for economic
growth and sustainable development among the
underserved. m
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Unlock Photographic Brilliance
with Smart Aura Light Portrait

tep into a world of photography excellence
with the V29 5G & V29e 5G smartphones,
where innovation meets imagination. These
devices are engineered to elevate your pho-
tography skills, and the spotlight shines on the Smart
Aura Light Portrait feature. This journey will unrav-
el the captivating portraits captured through the V29
5G and V29e 5G smartphones — showcasing the
revolutionary Smart Color Temperature Adjustment
technology that elevates your image quality.
Creating the perfect portrait can be a formidable

Vivo

V29 | V29e
Delight in Every Portrait

task in photography, especially when you're contend-
ing with challenging lighting conditions. In everyday
scenarios, the lighting conditions often deviate from
ideal, frequently leaning towards low-light situations
or presenting unpredictable environmental setups. To
stand out like a protagonist on the screen, you need
to harness available ambient light and employ skilled

lighting techniques.

The key to achieving this photographic perfection
lies in the next-gen spotlight technology featuring
Smart Color Temperature Adjustment. This tech-
nology transforms your V29 5G& V29e 5G smart-
phones into your personal lighting designer, adapting
to the surroundings effortlessly. With a broader and
more translucent aura light as its foundation, these
smartphones take it a step further by incorporating
innovative color temperature adjustment capabilities
— allowing you to shine brilliantly in any scenario.

Smart Color Temperature Adjustment offers
the flexibility to choose between the warm, inviting
glow of candlelight and the cool, ethereal radiance
of moonlight. It’s a game-changer because real-world
lighting is complex and ever-changing. It leans to-
wards warm tones, while fluorescent lighting exudes
cooler hues. This requires an adaptable light source
that can harmonize with the ambient lighting, ensur-
ing there’s no shift in color temperature.

Traditionally, photographers had to rely on fil-
ters to adjust color temperature, and a cumbersome
and imprecise process manually. With the V29 5G
& V29e 5G’s Smart Aura Light, this hassle is elim-
inated. The device intelligently shifts the color tem-
perature from a cozy 1800K to a crisp 4500K. This
intelligent adjustment ensures that your portraits al-
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ways appear natural and true to life, regardless of the
ambient lighting conditions.

By offering this groundbreaking technology, the
V29 5G & V29e 5G smartphones help you create
perfect memories in any setting. Whether it’s a dimly
lit room, a sunny outdoor scene, or a cozy evening
under warm artificial lighting, the Smart Aura Light
Portrait feature guarantees that your portraits are
consistently stunning, capturing the essence of the
moment without any need for complex lighting tech-
niques. With this innovation, you can immortalize

every precious memory, ensuring that the beauty and
authenticity of the moment shine through in your

photographs. The V29 5G & V29e 5G truly delight
in every portrait, making your memories come to life
with clarity.

A |

Aura light abuays on Y

The V29 5G and V29e 5G smartphones also boast
an exceptional front camera, featuring a remarkable
S50MP AF Group Selfie Lens. This high-resolution
marvel captures portraits with unparalleled richness,
clarity, and detail. Even the finest features, like eye-

‘With automatic focus, it ensures sharpness
whether the subject is near or far. The f/2.0 aper-
ture enhances night photography, elevating character
definition in low-light settings, highlighting texture
details in high light, and rendering hair with utmost
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clarity. This front camera’s brilliance also extends to
brightness, tone, and a balanced 92° FOV, ensuring

fantastic single-person selfies and accommodating
group photos without missing out on anyone.

The V29 5G & V29e 5G smartphones offer an ex-
ceptional photography experience with a versatile set
of features. The 2x Professional Portrait Mode lets

you capture stunning, professional-grade portraits
with ease. The Vlog Movie Creator empowers you to
craft cinematic video content effortlessly. With Super-
moon Mode, you can capture the moon’s enchanting
beauty, while Super Night Mode ensures exceptional

] "‘

low-light photography, making every moment shine,
day or night.

Seize moments, paint memories, and unlock your
mner creative genius with the V29 5G & V29e 5G.
Capture life, vividly! m
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ew Year sales being offered by differ-

ent brands across the country are at-

tracting a large number of customers,

especially those who are buying dress-
es and other winter accessories, taking advantage
of discount offers from 50 to 70 percent for every-
one especially children.

Following international trends, offering huge
discounts on different events and occasions has
also become a fashion among famous brands and
online retailers to catch more customers to get a
huge profit.

The month of December witnessed sales
throughout due to the Christmas, Quaid-i-Azam
Day and New Year celebrations keeping most of
the women busy buying winter stuff for the cur-
rent season and for the next year’s stock.

Following past trends, all the famous brands
announce sales on every important occasion, par-
ticularly with a view to attracting the women cus-
tomers who eagerly wait for sales to buy winter
stock at affordable prices.

“Buying branded clothes after a reduction in
its prices has become a trend for most women es-
pecially working ones. Wearing branded dresses,
even if these were not of good fabric or colour,
has become a status symbol for many despite infla-
tion”, Irum Naz, a working woman said.

Talking to the news agency, she said, “I only
purchase branded clothes during sales on import-
ant occasions as it is difficult to shop when rates
are higher. Some brands offered good sales on the
occasion of Christmas, Quaid-i-Azam Day, and
New Year celebrations so December is the best
month for shopping”.

Another working woman, Leena Ameen ex-
pressed the views: “There was a time when these
branded dresses were out of reach of the average
customers like me. Thanks to inventors of replicas,
the brand owners decreased the prices significantly
and now everyone can afford to buy these”.

“Attractive and nice dresses are the weakness
of women and this New Year, like the past, is
giving an opportunity to the customers to have a
stock of good dresses for the next Winter season”,
she added.

Bushra Rehman, a housewife and mother of
four, said: “Sale on different important occasions
have made it easier for women like us to shop for
daily essential commodities besides dresses and
shoes”.

For me, shopping without ‘sale’ is useful in
view of the existing price hike and the limited pur-
chasing capacity, she observed.

Discount offers on special occasions have not
only facilitated the buyers but also provided an
opportunity for the brand’s owners to earn good
business through selling maximum items.

Umer Khan, a salesman at a famous brand
shop said, “December is the month when the
majority of the customers visit our shop and buy
maximum dresses on account back to back three
celebrative events”

“It is a perfect time to get maximum profit by
selling a large number of dresses with offering
even minimum discount”, he observed.

The sales on important occasions are not just
limited to the dresses and shoe brands but famous
eateries, cab-hailing services, furniture shops, and
other daily household items, as well as retailers in
the federal capital also offer discounted deals to
the customers.

Thank the digital era for making shopping easi-
er. The influx of online shopping platforms during
the last few years has undoubtedly made life of
people much easier by making every essential
item available at the doorsteps although many still
question their reliability.

It has been observed that several online shop-
ping websites, social media pages and groups oper-
ating in the country were selling sub-standard stuff
including dresses, shoes and other accessories to
the customers, contrary to what is displayed and
shown.

Several fake websites created in the names of
famous brands are making buyers fool by show-
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Following international trends, offering huge discounts on different

events and occasions has become a fashion among famous brands
and online retailers to catch more customers to get huge profit

ing original branded pictures of dresses and other
items with original prices but delivering substan-
dard stuff and replicas.

“Those fake websites are even using exact
names and logos of the famous brands that anyone
can hardly feel the difference between the original
and the fake ones”, Samina Naz, a regular online
buyer said.

Discount offers on special
occasions have not only
facilitated the buyers but also
provided an opportunity for the
brand’s owners to earn good
business by selling
maximum items

Talking to the media, she said, “I placed the or-
der of two dresses on a popular brand website after
fulfilling all the requirements. The delivery man
from a famous courier service company delivered
a packet to my house after receiving payment.”

“When I opened that packet, both the dress-
es were totally different to what I ordered and the
poor quality of fabric, design and embroidery re-
flected that they were taken from some flee mar-
ket.

Even the phone number mentioned on the par-
cel cover was also a fake”, she said.
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“It is better to visit the branded stores for shop-
ping instead of relying on the online shopping
websites. I cannot understand why these brands do
not take any action against the fake websites using
their names and logos and spoiling their image”,
she observed.

It has been seen that some websites offering
highly attractive discounted deals on different
items are not offering the option of cash on deliv-
ery but demanding payment through credit cards
in advance.

Sajid Akber, a young boy said, “I liked a jacket
through an online shopping website (local) and I
got crazy to buy that urgently. Payment through
a credit card was the only option to purchase that
jacket so I paid the amount”.

“It has been two months now since I placed
the order and the jacket was never delivered. But
I think it was my mistake that I blindly trusted
an online shopping website without checking the
facts”, he said.

The tempting sale offers on the fake online
shopping sites are attracting buyers like me and
the relevant authorities must take action against
these website owners who are looting the custom-
ers, he insisted.

Kamran Khan, who is a web developer and an
IT expert said: “Checking the credibility of online
shopping websites is not an easy task for a com-
mon man especially those who are not well edu-
cated and have very little knowledge of internet
usage”. m
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Winter abuzz with
online business

: e € ; : o diaditihe &k mulieny, . .
The tradltlonal ‘winter dellcaeles online delivery through
mobile phones and the internet have become quite popular all
over the country as leaving the house to buy food in the market
is becoming harder for youngsters in the chilly season

akistan is a fast-growing tech-savvy coun-

try and its major force is the youth. The

scope of digital marketing in Pakistan is

growing fast due to increasing internet and
mobile users. This also indicates a tremendous po-
tential for online businesses to grow reach the target
audiences and achieve goals through mobile mar-
keting. The cold has fashioned the trend of giving
online orders for ‘winter delicacy’ and many young
entrepreneurs have got into this business to deliv-
er ‘winter delights’ at the doorsteps of their online
customers.

“Due to the facility of smartphones and other
internet platforms, people prefer to order online”,
said a citizen while giving orders of dry fruits dis-
played on the internet. The young generation most-
ly prefers home delivery as it helps them enjoy the
winter delicacy with their family.

Most ordered items are pizzas, BarBQ, burgers,
halwas, coffees and dry fruits. A young entrepre-
neur selling an online variety of ‘Halwas’ claimed
that the customers are pleased and satisfied with his
online delivery services during this snowy weather
in hilly areas.

“With a lot of changes being brought in by
smart technology in the past decade, the growth
in a number of people ordering food online in the
country has seen an increase with more and more
people opting to order food online, especially visi-
tors in areas where the weather is snowy and freez-
ing”, said another tourist while enjoying food got
through online order.

An online seller of ‘Sohanhalwa’ also said that
customers are enjoying the best of winter tradition-
al halwa which is made with pure desi ghee (puri-
fied butter).

Another online seller added that the premium
packaging of halwa spells out our rich and beautiful
tradition and makes thoughtful gifts for loved ones
in the winter.

“Most of our friends and family members live
abroad and during the winter they want season’s
specialities at their doorsteps so through these plat-
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forms they can easily contact these retailers and can
order it online”, said a youngster.

“My family loves online food service in winter
as food on click provides the best opportunity to
get food delivered at the doorsteps,” said a working
mother.

‘With the growth of the internet, people of all
ages are buying everything online and for dry fruits,
this popular trend also holds good,” said another
citizen.

Digital Footprint:

Connecting the dots with the potential consum-
er on a local and global level through engagement,
brand awareness, selling and promoting through
e-commerce and earning higher ROI by following
the latest trends is on the rise. The growth of digi-
tal marketing has positively impacted the Pakistani
economy linking it with e-commerce platforms like
Daraz, OLX, Foodpanda, Krave Mart, Bazaar,
Retalio, Dastgyr and others through online trans-
actions as well as its cost-effective and time-saving
features. Digital marketing is quickly becoming the
go-to choice for businesses regardless of size and
even well-supportive for small entrepreneurs.

Digipreneurs:

There is a lot of scope for the growth of digital
marketers. To get success in the field it is import-
ant to be creative, and innovative, follow the latest
trends with social ethics and hit the consumers’
touch points considering the dynamics of business/
industry. The right skills, attitude and adoption of
emerging technologies are set to take Pakistan to
the next level of success in the global world.

‘Why Companies go digital:

Online features, use of smartphones, research-
ing products online before buying, considering
testimonials, referrals and word of mouth, digital
marketing strategies are crucial to businesses. In
the Pakistani market, a larger population has ac-
cess to the internet with social media users, so busi-
ness-minded prefer to invest in digital marketing
and e-commerce to target their audience online via
mobile devices, which leads to on-spot and signifi-
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cant return on investment (ROI) through the digi-
talization of marketing strategies, brand building,
go-to-market activities and changing consumer be-
haviours. Ease of targeting through consumer pro-
filing, low investment with high ROI due to budget
flexibility, mobile advertising and increasing mobile
screen time help companies to grow.

The trend of Digital Marketing in Pakistan:

According to a recent report that predicts Paki-
stan’s digital marketing industry will be worth more
than $ one billion in 2025. While the country’s rap-
id growth of internet and social media usage tar-
get achievement will be beyond and will eventually
leverage businesses in growth, expansion and reve-
nues with profitability.

Digital Business Strategy:

Digital marketing has become vital for con-
temporary business marketing strategy in today’s
world. Posting content and advertisements on pop-
ular social media platforms are effective ways to
reach the target market. But savvy businesses also
employ email marketing, content marketing, SEO
and SEM for lead generation, reaching the target
audience, creating brand awareness/promotion and
better results with higher ROL.

Digital landscape:

Evolving trends, new technologies, and chang-
ing behaviour are affecting the digital space of
companies. Some rising trends in digital marketing
changing the landscape of Pakistan include:

* Video Content: Popularity of YouTube &Tik-
Tok for Educational and entertainment purposes.

* Social Media: Platforms like Facebook, Ins-
tagram, Snapchat, TikTok and Twitter have revo-
lutionized businesses in Pakistan to promote them-
selves and reach target audiences.

* Mobile Advertising: Optimization of websites
for mobile users with smaller screen sizes so that
they can consume the content on the go.

* New Technologies for Marketing: The future
of marketing in Pakistan and around the world will
be on Artificial Intelligence (AI), Virtual Reality
(VR), and Augmented Reality (AR) technologies
that are expected to create a big impact on the digi-
tal marketing arena.

The cold has fashioned the
trend of giving online orders for
‘winter delicacies’ and many
young entrepreneurs have got
this business to deliver ‘winter
delights’ at the doorsteps of
their online customers

Careers roles in Digital Marketing:

High-paying opportunities have included social
media managers, PPC experts, digital marketing
consultants, digital analytics, SEO/SEM managers
and all platforms ad managers. Emerging opportu-
nities in Pakistan have the potential to succeed for
digital marketers.

Future of marketing:

The way to sustainable digital marketing is to
ethically promote an eco-conscious business online.
Digital marketing strategy means thinking about
how to grow community and revenue online with
ethics and morals so that wonders would emerge. =
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TECGCNO Spark 20: A budget
marvel with striking features

TELNO

SPARK 20

256GB+16GB | G85 Processor

TECNO Spark 20 impresses with its balanced combinati

N

on of

design, performance, camera

capabilities, and many features. Positioned as a budget-friendly smartphone, it offers users a
compelling package with a sleek design, vibrant display, powerful camera system, and long-

lasting battery life

Design and Build Quality:
The TECNO Spark 20 showcases a modern and
sleek design with 163.7 x 75.6 x 8.5 mm dimen-

sions, providing a comfortable grip. Combining a
glass front, plastic back, and plastic frame gives the

[VTRET]

device a stylish aesthetic. Its dual SIM (Nano-SIM,
dual stand-by) capability adds versatility, and the
IP53 rating ensures resistance to dust and splashes,
enhancing durability for daily use.

Display:

Featuring a 6.6-inch IPS L.LCD with a high re-
fresh rate of 90Hz, the TECINO Spark 20 delivers
smooth visuals and an immersive experience. With
a resolution of 720 x 1612 pixels and a 20:9 aspect
ratio (~267 ppi density), the display offers vibrant
colours and sharp details, making it ideal for media
consumption and gaming.

Performance:

Under the hood, the TECNO Spark 20 is pow-
ered by the Mediatek MT6769Z7 Helio G85 chipset,
providing a reliable performance for everyday tasks.
The octa-core CPU configuration (2x2.0 GHz Cor-
tex-A75 & 6x1.8 GHz Cortex-A55) ensures smooth
multitasking, while the Mali-G52 MC2 GPU han-
dles graphics with finesse. The device runs on An-
droid 13, offering the latest software features.

Memory and Storage:

With a generous 256GB of internal storage and
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8GB of RAM, the TECNO Spark 20 provides am-
ple space for apps, media, and seamless multitask-
ing. The microSDXC card slot offers expandable
storage options, catering to users with growing stor-
age needs.

Camera System:

The main camera setup features an influential
50 MP wide lens with an f/1.6 aperture, support-
ed by a 0.08 MP auxiliary lens. This combination
allows for detailed and vibrant photos. Including
features like dual-LED flash and HDR enhances
the overall camera experience. The device supports
video recording at 1440p@30fps and 1080p@30fps.
On the front, the 32 MP selfie camera with an f/2.2
wide lens ensures clear and detailed self-portraits,
with support for 1080p@30fps video recording.

Large amounts of data are

necessary to train and improve
the performance of Al models

and as they get more trained,
we will withess many Al-driven
use cases. The slow but steady

penetration of Al in our daily

life looks more like an
opportunity

Audio and Connectivity:

Equipped with dual speakers, the TECNO
Spark 20 delivers an immersive audio experience.
The inclusion of a 3.5mm jack provides flexibility
for audio connections. Connectivity options include
Wi-Fi802.11 a/b/g/n/ac on dual bands, Bluetooth
5.2 with A2DP and LE, GPS positioning, and FM
radio. While NFC functionality is absent, the de-
vice supports USB Type-C for charging and data
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transfer, with OTG capabilities.

Features and Security:

The TECNO Spark 20 includes a range of sen-
sors, such as a side-mounted fingerprint sensor,
accelerometer, proximity sensor, and compass, en-
hancing user security and convenience.

Battery Life:

The non-removable 5000 mAh battery ensures
long-lasting performance, capable of powering
through a full day of usage. The 18W wired charging
capability adds a quick and efficient charging solu-
tion, minimizing downtime.

Colours and Models:

The TECNO Spark 20 has appealing colour op-
tions, including Gravity Black, Cyber White, Neon
Gold, and Magic Skin 2.0 (Blue). The device is
identified by the model name “KJ5.”

Conclusion:

In conclusion, the TECNO Spark 20 impress-
es with its balanced combination of design, per-
formance, camera capabilities, and many features.
Positioned as a budget-friendly smartphone, it
offers users a compelling package with a sleek de-
sign, vibrant display, powerful camera system, and
long-lasting battery life. The inclusion of thought-
ful features like the IP53 rating and dual speakers
makes the TECNO Spark 20 stand out, providing
excellent value for users seeking an affordable yet
feature-rich smartphone. m
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Iribunal set up for
speedy decision of

telecom disputes

MORE SE ZY#

R STRE.AE v
i . ANA DEIN MOOD KO RANGEE

The TelecommunicationAppellate Tribunalwillfeature technical
experts and will decide appeals filed by the aggrieved parties
holistically and speedily, as per the draft bill of the Ordinance

fter a long wait, a special tribunal has
been established to resolve the issues of
the telecom industry. The interim gov-

ent has constituted a specialised tri-

| bunal to resolve legal disputes related to the telecom

sector speedily and “quickly” as per law.

The tribunal will deal with appeals that arise
out of the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) in the exercise of its powers. The Telecom-
munication Appellate Tribunal will feature technical
experts and will decide the appeals filed by aggrieved
parties holistically and speedily, as per the draft bill
of the Ordinance.

The tribunal would help lessen the burden of Pa-
kistani high courts in the adjudication of technical
matters, according to the statement of objects and
reasons of the draft bill.

“Telecom sector disputes and cases will now be
handled by a specialised tribunal, instead of high
courts,” Minister for IT Dr Umar Saif shared on so-
cial media platform X. “This will help resolve legal
issues much faster and help us move this sector for-
ward rapidly.”

The following is the text of the letter issued by the
Ministry of Information Technology and Telecom-
munication dated 29 December20023 with the title”
Statement of objects & reasons”.

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority was
established under the Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion (Re-organization) Act, of 1996. In 2006, while
amending section 7(1) of the Telecom Act, the pro-
vision of a tribunal established by the Federal Gov-
ernment was inserted. In addition, under section 37
of the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016,
appeals are filed before the High Courts. Since, both
the above-referred statutes are purely technical and
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intricate and their decisions are based upon technical
issues, thus there is a requirement to establish a Tele-
communication Appellate Tribunal having technical
experts to decide all appeals, filed by the aggrieved
persons, holistically and speedily. The Tribunal shall
entertain appeals arising out of the decisions passed
by the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority in
the exercise of its powers under the Pakistan Tele-

communication (Re-organization) Act, 1996 and the
Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016. The es-
tablishment of this Tribunal shall help to lessen the
burden of the High Courts concerning adjudication
of technical matters.

Pakistan and UAE telecommunications com-
pany Etisalat are also locked in a dispute that dates
back over a decade involving a pending $800 million
bill from the privatization of the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Company Limited (PTCL).

An Etisalat consortium bought 26 percent stakes
in PTCL for $2.6 billion in 2005 which gave the Emi-
rati telecom giant majority voting rights. The UAE
operator owned 90 percent of the acquiring consor-
tium, giving it a 23.4 percent share in PTCL.

Etisalat paid an initial $1.80 billion as per the
deal, which also included transferring ownership
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of the properties to PTCL from the government. It
was due to pay the remaining $800 million in six
twice-yearly installments of $133 million, however,
the UAE telecom giant withheld the payment due to
a dispute over the mutation of some 34 out of 3,500
properties destined for PTCL. Pakistani officials have
said in the past that the remaining properties could
not be handed over due to ownership complications
and the value of these properties would be deducted
from the amount Etisalat owes. The dispute has been
unresolved since 2005.

Dr Umar Saif had earlier said, the government
was going to establish a telecom tribunal to resolve
disputes and cases suffering from court delays.

Saif called the establishment of the tribunal a
“big step” by the government and said the idea was
being executed in a short period that would help the
government improve telecomn services.

About the launch of 5G services in the country,
he said these services would be rolled out within the
next eight months.

“When we joined the government, we announced
that 5G service would be launched in 10 months so
two months have gone and we are confident that the
service will be launched in eight months through
auction,” Saif said. The Minister said an inter-min-
isterial advisory committee for the 5G auction had
been formed and approved by the Federal Cabinet,
while consultants had been engaged to take forward
the process.

“We have studied the global practice about the
launch of 5G services, negotiating with telecom
operators for more investment, improvement of re-
quired services, and providing quality service to peo-
ple,” Saif said.

In March 2023, the Cellular Mobile Operators
(CMOs) demanded a moratorium on quality-of-ser-
vice, roll-out obligations, a moratorium on Universal
Service Fund (USF) and R&D fund reduction from
two percent to one percent for one year and a floor
price uplift mechanism of voice and data to optimise
base price.

Previously, the CMOs and Chief Executive Offi-
cers (CEO) held a meeting with ex-Federal Minister
for Information Technology and Telecommunica-
tion Syed AminulHaque. During the meeting, a four-
item agenda was discussed for the sustainability of
the telecom sector.

It included: (i) a Moratorium on quality-of-ser-
vice, (i) roll-out obligations, (iii) a moratorium on
USF and R&D fund reduction from two percent to
one percent for the one-year duration, and (iv) floor
price uplift mechanism of voice and data to optimize
base price.

In March 2023, CMOs
demanded a moratorium on
quality-of-service, roll-out
obligations, USF and R&D fund
reduction from 2% to 1% for
one year and floor price uplift
mechanism of voice and data to
optimise base price

The Ministry asked the Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) to provide a response on the
issues and furnish legal procedures as per the rules.

PTA apprised the Committee about the indepen-
dent surveys conducted across the country out of
which in five districts the quality of network services
found below the standards however, the PTA im-
posed Rs 29 million fine on telecom operators with
the direction to improve their services.

Telecom operators contribute around Rsé6 billion
in USF and Rs2 billion in Ignite annually. The ob-
jective behind the proposal is to reduce the cost of
doing business and improve industry profitability.
However, sources revealed that if the government
suspended the industry contribution, it might hurt
the telecom sector expansion. m
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Fierce competition
ahead for CMOs
alter 'lelenor quits

The Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs) providing mobile phone services in Pakistan are
currently going through intense competition wherein companies are offering different
packages. However, at the same time, they have been also facing serious difficulties due
to various government restrictions, particularly over the last two years when opening the
Letters of Credit (LCs) and other financial issues surfaced as very serious problems.
Apart from this, the depreciation of the Pakistan rupee has also created severe
difficulties for the telcos. The telecom sector has a huge potential to contribute to the
national economy in a big way. Therefore, it 1s the pressing need of the hour to remove
the navigating turbulence in the telecom sector to stabilise to its optimum output. The
telecom market is deregulated and the government must play to make things easy for this
sector taking all stakeholders into confidence. So that the CMOs could focus on quality
services to the users ahead of tough competition
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elenor has left Pakistan due to its misman-

agement, nepotism and other internal is-

sues. The decision of this company to leave

has, however, hindered investments in the
telecom sector in Pakistan while it is also a lesson for
other telcos to provide quality services to the users.
In Pakistan, the quality of services for telecom users
is a big question while the country is far behind oth-
ers in the journey of this technology. The 5G is mak-
ing progress in India which also had independence
in 1947 and Bangladesh, a country that was sepa-
rated from us in 1971. In India, 5G has sustained I'T
services and the telecom sector which have become
the backbone of the Indian economy to fetch foreign
investments. But Pakistan needs to do much and
loopholes which are hindering our progress in this
area can be filled with little attention by the govern-
ment and putting things in order through the person
fit for this job.

The way things should be done in Pakistan re-
garding mobile
phones and other
services is negligible
and when we talk
to mvestors of tele-
com operators and
other mobile phone
companies, the in-
ternet  companies,
they grouse that no
one is there to listen
to their problems.
However, it is heart-
ening that three years ago when there were immense
difficulties in this sector, the mobile phone manufac-
turing industry also started operation in Pakistan,
which indeed, is a positive development.

Last year, the industry was badly jolted when it
faced serious problems regarding the opening of the
LCs. However, that problem has been solved now.
The resilience of the industry after this bad patch is
proof that it can become a game changer for this very
important telecom sector in Pakistan. In this regard,
there are about two dozen investors as mobile phone
manufacturers and assemblers and this sector can
become a golden egg-laying hen for the country to
lift the national economy to new heights if the gov-
ernment and other relevant institutions spare a few
hours to sit and hear them. Given the international
market of mobile phones, the kind of potential Paki-
stan has is sure to make this industry the backbone
of Pakistan. The investors are prey to red tape in the
government and the corruption in the system where-
fore investors seem complaining against FBR and
other agencies. As
a remedy, the gov-
ernment of Pakistan
and law enforce-
ment agencies may
start a one-window
operation in this
2% regard taking the

&= stakeholders into
| confidence and en-
| tertaining their sug-
| gestions. This would
not only streamline
things and make them easy but also guarantee to
save the foreign exchange in billions, fetch billions of
dollars in investment to the country, besides giving a
big boost to this industry and creating thousands of
job opportunities.

The people from the mobile phone industry
deeply know the trends in the international market
as well as the secrets of the trade at the world level.
Therefore, it is necessary to benefit from their ex-
pertise. As such people from this industry should be
appointed as government advisors because the way
these people understand this technology, perhaps
the government representatives are incapable of it.
It is a fact, no such department is in Pakistan that
knows this industry completely, which highly techni-
cal and demands practical market minds to promote
this business at the global level. Just as good enough
focus was given to the garments, and textile indus-
try in Pakistan, a little bit of attention to the mobile

MIAN ABDUR REHMAN {Chairman)
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manufacturing industry can become even more ben-
eficial than the textile sector in terms of attracting
foreign investment and selling Pakistani products in
the global market.

A small country like Vietnam has only one mo-
bile phone manufacturer but its assembling unit is
earning billions of dollars annually. It is an admit-
ted fact that this industry is the fastest-growing in the
world and Pakistan still has a big space and scope
therein. Mobile phone and smart mobile phone pric-

LEGAL NOTICE
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peen instructed
m:.:ufrmnq be refarvad to as "Telenor Bank/ easypalsa"l Eu serve the
instant legal notice upan all and any persons invalved ni Lhemlu_atluﬂ
and dissamination ef tha false and fake news surrounding our Client i.e
Talenor Bank/easypaisa,

by Mz Telenor Microfinance Bank Limited

At the autset, it ks stated that Telanor Bank/easypalsa is an independent
company &nd financial institutien lcensed and regulated by the Stat
Benk of Pakistan (SBR), which |s commited to provide services af the
highest standard to its Customers.

Hewever, certaln culpable Individuals are involved In maeking electronkc
media mews/posts for dissemination of fake and false news/claims
‘against Tetenor Bani' 50 to damage its busi integrity and in
pursuance of making these electronic media naws/posts, have also

engagad Inslactronic forgeryiraud by illegally countarfeiting tha
trademarks/logos of Tetenor Bank/easypaisa.

Regarding the foregoing. it is stated that such acts are actionabla under

the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016, Pakistan Penal Code,

1860 and Dafamation Ordinance, 2002. Therefore, Telanor

Psish through this notics asserts that it shall exercise this

ursue action In both civil and criminal capacity of the Law,

| pelevant irvestigation agencles including Fadaral

:t| o Bnency (FIA) to identify and/or try the persons involved in
attack on not only Telenor Bank/gasypalsa but its
misleading them,

sana invotved are askad to Immediately cease the unlawful

5, however, in case of failure ta adhere to this legal notice,
sasypaiss has given clear instructions to inftlate stricy
w sald persons, at thekr own risk, which is intlusive of
Jefore & court of law In both its civil and criminat

ABS & Co.

es in Pakistan are still low compared to other coun-
tries in the world. After China, Pakistan is currently
carrying out state-of-the-art mobile phone assem-
bling. Some Chinese companies are using the most
modern machinery simultaneously in China and
Pakistan in mobile industries, which amply endors-
es the fact that Pakistani and foreign investors are
thriving in this industry and it is getting a significant
boost. Despite all that, the desired goal is still unful-
filled until Pakistan exports mobile phones and other
mobiles, and for it, no lengthy file work or home-
work is required. Only sincere attention is needed to
put things in order.

This industry is working in the most brilliant way
in Pakistan. Pakistan is currently assembling more
than 1.5 million smartphones every month, which is
not only promoting smart mobile phones and mod-
ern technology in Pakistan but also providing direct
and indirect employment opportunities to more
than 20 thousand people in Pakistan. Phone sellers,
distributors, retailers, shopkeepers and more than

Pakistan Mobile Phone
Manufacturers Association
(PMPMA) Haji Abdul Rehman
and Senior Vice President
Muzaffar Hayat Paracha should
also be appointed members so
that this industry can be
promoted in Pakistan which has
huge potential to create
employment opportunities at a
large scale

100,000 people are associated with this business,
while investment in making mobile phone accesso-
ries is also making a booming business in Pakistan.
Given this scenario, if exports are also promoted, Pa-
kistan will get billions of dollars in foreign exchange.

There is a dire need for attention and patronage
as well as the say of the Army Chief of Pakistan,
who at present, is very concerned with ameliorating
the economy of Pakistan and is quite serious about
it. As a proposal, a committee of SBP, FBR, PTA
and other related institutions may be formed to solve
the problems. A one-window operation should be
started and Pakistan Mobile Phone Manufacturers
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Association (PMPMA) Haji Abdul Rehman and Se-
nior Vice President Muzaffar Hayat Paracha be also
associated as members so that this industry can be
promoted in Pakistan through the people who have
its know-how. The industry is sure to create ample
employment opportunities besides bringing for-
eign exchange which is a dire need of the hour to
strengthen the national economy and the local cur-
rency. If no immediate action is taken and necessary
steps avoided, the country will lose a highly valuable
sector which is the hallmark of the economy of al-
most every country in the world. Pakistan’s mobile
phone industry at present is undoubtedly facing the
problem and if this situation persists the investors
would prefer to pack up their business. A clear exam-
ple of this is the departure of Telenor from Pakistan.

Although Telenor has left Pakistan due to its mis-
management, nepotism and other internal issues,
its decision to leave has hindered investment in the
telecom sector in Pakistan. It is a setback. Telenor
D might not have
met that fate had it
worked for people
in Pakistan, and has
been providing ser-
vices today. Reports
\ suggest that Telenor
worked for a few
specific people and
| their interests and
it left the customers
alone and became
more of a public
sector company. Telenor company and its customers
no doubt, suffered in Pakistan, yet Irfan Wahab, who
is the long-time chief of Telenor and his team, took
out billions of Tupees in various tactics of embezzle-
ment and left the company in a lurch. He did not eat
the money alone, but he also hued the Whites from
Norway and Europe in his colour.

IT and telecom sectors in Pakistan have im-
proved in Pakistan from the past and they can be
made much more better and profitable. There is no
shortage of idiots and dishonest people around the
woild. Telenor has published an advertisement in na-
tional newspapers regarding this, which is being pub-
lished verbatim. The advertisement is without any
sense; with no context and pros and cons. In it, the
company itself admits to having been sold out in Pa-
kistan and we will take legal action against the news
and reports being posted on social media and other
platforms about us. But no reference or information
has been provided at the bottom of the ads in this re-
spect. Telenor has endorsed that it has now been sold
out and has shot in
its foot by launching
propaganda which
clearly explains that
they are no longer
able to provide ser-
vices in Pakistan.

It is pertinent to
mention here that
the telecommunica-
tions sector has al-
ways been regarded
as a catalyst for eco-
nomic development for countries, particularly devel-
oping ones, by fostering growth in services, finance,
and emerging technologies.

However, the recent exit of Telenor from the Pa-
kistani market has ignited a debate to identify if it is
just an isolated event or if there are more intricate
aspects plaguing the industry. In this discourse, we
delve into the multifaceted issues leading to the exit
of the pioneer telecom operator and propose viable
solutions for a sustainable and thriving sector.

Intense competition has always been a hallmark
of the telecom sector, but recent technological ad-
vancements have escalated this competition to un-
precedented levels.

The race to the bottom, marked by lowering pric-
es to remain competitive, has become a necessary
survival strategy. Consequently, profit margins are
squeezed, and the financial health of telecom opera-
tors is in jeopardy. m
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International firms
allowed to deploy
low earth orbit
satellites in Pakistan

The government has estimated an annual economic loss of $40

million to the country owing to the unregulated space sector
where 70% of resources remain unutilised. Starlink may be the
first company to launch low-orbit satellite services for satellite
communications, which has already a network of 3,000 to 4,000

low-orbit satellites in the space

nder the National Space Policy, inter-

national companies including Starlink

have been allowed to launch satellite

communication services in Pakistan
after obtaining NOC from the Ministry of De-
fence.

The interim government has given its approv-
al to the National Space Policy, permitting pri-
vate-sector companies to deploy low-earth orbit
satellites for satellite communication services in
Pakistan.

The government has estimated an annual eco-
nomic loss of $40 million to the country owing
to the unregulated space sector where 70% of
resources remain unutilised. Starlink may be the
first company to launch low-orbit satellite services
for satellite communications, which has already a
network of 3,000 to 4,000 low-orbit satellites in
space.

Talking to a select group of journalists, care-
taker Information Technology and Telecommu-
nication Minister Dr Umar Saif said all inter-
national companies would be allowed to launch
satellite communication services in Pakistan after
obtaining a no-objection certificate (NOC) from
the Ministry of Defence.

To promote the initiative, the private sector
will give 6% of its income to the Research and
Development (R&D) Fund of the government.

The Minister said that the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) would issue licences
to the interested private parties for satellite com-
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munication services.

He added that Pakistanis, especially those liv-
ing in remote areas where no fibre cable network
was available, would be able to use low-orbit sat-
ellite services for communications. “The Cabinet
has already approved the policy.”

According to sources, the Cabinet was briefed
in a recent meeting that the National Space Poli-

The Cabinet was informed that
Pakistan had no such policy,
which adversely impacted the
development of its space sector.
Also, owing to the unregulated
space sector, 70% of resources
remained unutilised, leading to
estimated economic losses of
$40 million annually

cy was vital to fully exploit the space potential as
the policy would provide the requisite framework
for responsible and profitable space activities,
promote economic sustainability and enhance the
country’s global standing.

The Cabinet was informed that Pakistan had
no such policy, which adversely impacted the de-
velopment of its space sector. Also, owing to the
unregulated space sector, 70% of resources re-
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mained unutilised, leading to estimated economic
losses of $40 million annually.

The Cabinet was told that for the space sector,
Pakistan lacked a clear strategic direction, com-
mercialisation guidelines and mechanisms for
public-private partnerships and joint ventures. As
a result, national projects were heavily reliant on
foreign loans, placing a substantial burden on the
national exchequer.

It was highlighted that the National Space Pol-
icy had been diligently and meticulously devised
to establish a comprehensive guiding framework
after consultations with all key stakeholders, in-
cluding the Ministry of 1T, PTA, Pakistan Elec-
tronic Media Regulatory Authority (Pemra) and
the Frequency Allocation Board (FAB).

A Cabinet member pointed out that the policy
envisaged gaining maximum benefits from space
technology and applications, covering the entire
spectrum of space activities, including civil and
commercial use as well as national security.

He explained that during formulating the pol-
icy, certain issues had cropped up that needed
well-informed solutions and a way forward.

Concerns were expressed regarding the ambit
of Suparco and how to protect its interests. In re-
sponse, it was clarified that the policy stipulated
that the private sector would give a percentage of
its income to the R&D Fund of the government.

Another Cabinet member emphasised that
“since space is a sensitive matter, permissions
need to be taken from all the players and entities
involved.”

A member was of the view that as a matter of
policy, the same entity should not be both a regu-
lator as well as service provider, as it constituted a
conflict of interest.

The Cabinet expressed satisfaction with the
arrangement of the policy and approved the pro-
posal with due consideration.

allocate 6 percent of its revenue to contribute to
the government’s Research and Development
(R&D) fund.

The Minister confirmed that the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA) will be respon-
sible for granting satellite communication service
licenses to interested companies. This develop-
ment is expected to enable residents in remote ar-
eas of Pakistan to access communication services
through low-orbit satellite technology.

Highlighting the potential impact of unregu-
lated practices in the space sector, the government
estimated an annual loss of $40 million to the
country.

With the approval of this policy, Elon Musk’s
Starlink is poised to potentially become the in-
augural provider of low-orbit satellite services in
Pakistan, marking a significant advancement after
encountering delays over the years. m
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nackery, the practice of unlicensed in-

dividuals providing medical services

without proper qualifications, is a

standing issue in Pakistan’s healthcare
syste is pervasive problem has not only jeop-
ardised the health of millions but also burdens
the healthcare infrastructure. Telemedicine, the
remote provision of medical services using tech-
nology, has now emerged as a promising solution
to tackle quackery in Pakistan.

Quackery is alarmingly widespread in Paki-
stan. There are an estimated one million quacks
operating across the country. These untrained in-
dividuals often exploit the vulnerable population
by offering cheap and unregulated medical ser-
vices.

Quackery in Pakistan is a grave concern that
adversely affects public health and strains the
healthcare system. Telemedicine presents a via-
ble solution by providing accessible, affordable,
and quality healthcare services. To combat the
quackery epidemic, it is imperative that both the
government and healthcare stakeholders invest in
telemedicine infrastructure, regulate the sector,
and raise awareness among the population about
the benefits of seeking qualified medical care. By
doing so, Pakistan can take significant steps to-
ward improving healthcare outcomes and reduc-
ing diseases.

To keep this in view, the district administration
has launched a crackdown on quacks and confis-
cated the medicines with them. DCO had ordered
the officials to work with the police and arrest
quacks. Besides being unqualified to practice,
these quacks used handmade spurious and unhy-
gienic medicines sold under the name of “herb-
al medicines”. These so-called medicines were
worsening people’s health and causing deaths in
some cases. DCO team discarded syrups, majoon,
steroid tablets, injections and aphrodisiacs used
to make medicines. The officials had taken notice
of the several complaints against quack. A com-
prehensive plan to initiate a crackdown was then
chalked out.

The telemedicine trend has been gaining mo-
mentum since the outbreak of the coronavirus
pandemic and its outreach is gradually expanding.
Health experts called for promoting telemedicine
and telehealth platforms to improve the provision
of healthcare services to areas with low-income
citizens in the country.

Digital platforms could enhance the reach of
healthcare services to far-flung areas while provid-
ing timely advice to people and helping promote
preventive healthcare solutions in Pakistan.

The government launched a helpline through
an application titled ‘Hamraaz’ to meet the chal-
lenge of mental health so that people who were
facing mental illnesses and related issues could use
1t.

To meet the healthcare needs of an exploding
population coupled with a shortage of primary
care physicians, nurses and clinical resources is
somewhat a difficult phenomenon in a country
like ours. In this situation, telemedicine has great
importance in low-income countries like Pakistan,
where according to World Bank estimates 63% of
the total population resides in rural areas, com-
pared to only 37% in urban areas. Compared to
traditional care, telemedicine effectively caters to
patients’ needs with greater convenience and low-
er cost, which is a combination preferred by many.
It makes healthcare accessible in remote and iso-
lated places by cutting down transportation costs.

Additionally, it saves a lot of commuting time,
and patients do not have to take the day off from
work, which is essential for many rural citizens
due to their poor socio-economic conditions.
These factors make it more likely for the otherwise
hesitant rural population to seek timely medical
care. Telemedicine is also essential in urban areas;
it could ease the burden on understaffed health-
care facilities and prevent overcrowding as many
patients receive medical care from the comfort of
their homes.

In Pakistan, people from most rural areas must
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Telemedicine
effective to curb
quackery in Pakistan

public health and strains the healthcare system. Telemedicine
presents a viable solution by providing accessible, affordable,

and quality healthcare service

travel long distances to reach hospitals in cities
which is expensive and dangerous to maternal
and fetal health. Digital health services address
these compulsions by connecting patients to their
respective doctors through online means. It is re-
ported from a few studies that telemedicine helped
save many lives of patients from Lower- and Mid-
dle-Income Countries (LMICs) due to complica-
tions that normally led to their deaths due to treat-
ment being delayed.

Digital platforms could en-
hance the reach of healthcare
services to far-flung areas along
with providing timely advice to
people and help promote
preventive healthcare solutions
in Pakistan

Furthermore, telemedicine is a means to im-
prove maternal care as it achieves more patient
satisfaction because of more educational and sup-
portive care with flexible meeting schedules. Ma-
ternity care involves many events of emergency
that require immediate interventions in the pres-
ence of a Health Care Provider (HCP). Telemedi-
cine has successfully monitored maternal and fetal
health during pregnancy, delivery, and post-birth
when the patient is far from hospital settings.

Meanwhile, the Advanced Research Projects
Agency for Health, a research support agency
within the United States Department of Health
and Human Services, said it is launching an ini-
tiative to find and help fund the development of
cybersecurity technologies that can specifically
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improve defences for digital infrastructure in US
health care. Dubbed the Digital Health Security
project, also known as Digiheals, the effort will
allow researchers and technologists to submit pro-
posals for cybersecurity tools geared specifically
to healthcare systems, hospitals and clinics, and
health-related devices.

For more than a decade, healthcare providers
in the United States and around the world have
been plagued by criminal cyberattacks, particular-
ly ransomwareattacks, that take advantage of med-
ical facilities’ high-stakes work to attempt to extort
big payouts. Efforts in recent years to crack down
on and deter cybercriminal actors have made some
limited progress, but healthcare attacks still occur
regularly, disrupting vital services and endanger-
ing patients.

Health and Human Service’s research agency
Arpa-H doesn’t specifically focus on cybersecurity
innovation.

The agency has programs running, for exam-
ple, to spur advances in osteoarthritis treatment
and medical imaging for cancer removal. But
Digiheals program manager and longtime securi-
ty researcher Andrew Carney says there is a dire
need to make progress on digital defence tools for
health care that are both effective and usable for
medical facilities.

The Digiheals is seeking broad and diverse
submissions related to vulnerability detection,
software hardening, and system patching, as well
as the expansion or development of security pro-
tocols. The initiative will accept submissions from
anyone, including academic and nonprofit re-
searchers or the commercial industry. Carney em-
phasizes that, ultimately, the goal is to foster novel
and inventive solutions regardless of where they
come from or what category they fit into. =
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Mi’s China event highly lauds
Airlink performance
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Mi highly appreciated the significant contribution of the mobile phone industry in Pakistan and
expressed the best wishes to boost the business in Pakistan. The credit goes to the CEO of Airlink
Communication, Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha and his honest and dedicated team which worked hard

irlink Communication, the largest
smartphone distributor, manufactur-
er, and retailer in Pakistan with over a
decade-long brilliance in the telecom
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ognised and lauded the services of the company
in a recently held event. Mi highly appreciated the
significant contribution of the mobile phone in-
dustry in Pakistan and expressed the best wishes to
boost the business in Pakistan. The credit goes to
the CEO of Airlink Communication, Muzzaffar
Hayat Piracha and his honest and dedicated team
which worked hard.

On the occasion, the CEO of Airlink Com-
munication, Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha said: “We
hope that apart from the mobile phone manu-
facturing and assembling business in Pakistan,
Airlinkwill serve the people of Pakistan in other
sectors as well. Not only will the people of Paki-
stan get employment, but Pakistan move towards
development as well.”

It is noted that Airlink Communication is all
set to start assembling Xiaomi TVs in 2024. He
said the setup for assembling television did not re-
quire a major investment since the assembly lines
for both — mobile phones and television products
— were similar.

Mistore, pk has become a one-stop shop for all
Xiaomi products. It provides all Mi smartphones
and eco-products, including Redmi and POCO.
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Being the business partner of Xiaomi Pakistan,
Mi has the most diverse range of authentic smart
devices within the categories of audio, home secu-
ity cameras, mobile phones, smart devices, power
banks, chargers & cables, etc.
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Govt sets up Startup
Fund to attract
investment to I'l

initiatives

N
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One of the distinctive features of the Pakistan Startup Fund
is the provision of equity-free capital. This approach aims
at supporting startups in closing funding rounds, effectively
lowering the risk for international investors seeking to invest in

Pakistani startups

he Caretaker Federal Government is quite

keen to boost the I'T sector and for this pur-

pose, it is taking steps to encourage start-

up projects, freelancing and digital pro-
grammes to involve therein, particularly the youth to
enable them to contribute to the national economy in
a big way. The Fund also purports to attract a hand-
some foreign investment in startup initiatives in the
country with minimum risk factors.

The interim government has officially launched
the first-ever Pakistan Startup Fund with an initial
allocation of Rs2 billion. The initiative is set to cat-
alyze attracting investments into innovative IT proj-
ects. The Fund is structured to provide a 30% annual
grant for startup ventures, offering crucial financial
support to kickstart their operations

The inauguration ceremony, led by Caretaker
Federal Minister of IT and Telecommunication Dr
Umar Saif, marked a transformative moment for the
country’s startup ecosystem.

The Fund, managed by Ignite National Tech-
nology Fund, is structured to provide a 30% annual
grant for startup ventures, offering crucial financial
support to kickstart their operations.

Speaking at the ceremony, Minister Umar Saif
outlined the strategic importance of the Pakistan
Startup Fund. He emphasized its role in positioning
local startups as significant global players, marking a
shift towards accelerated economic growth and tech-
nological innovation.

One of the distinctive features of the Pakistan
Startup Fund is its provision of equity-free capital.
This approach is aimed at supporting startups in
closing funding rounds, effectively lowering the risk
for international investors seeking to invest in Paki-
stani startups.

Minister Saif illustrated this point with a hypo-
thetical scenario. If a foreign venture capitalist were
to evaluate a Pakistani startup for a $1 million in-
vestment, they would only need to invest $700,000.
The startup fund would then contribute a grant of
$300,000, facilitating the completion of the funding
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round. Umar Saif anticipates that this initiative will
contribute significantly to the startup ecosystem,
aiming to create a yearly value of at least Rs50 bil-
lion.

By mitigating risk for venture capitalists through
equity-free grants, the fund seeks to attract more in-
ternational investments into Pakistani startups. This,
in turn, is expected to fuel innovation, job creation,
and economic growth.

Minister Saif stressed that the Ministry of IT and
Telecom is steadfast in its commitment to support-
ing technological innovation and entrepreneurship.
Over the past four years, approximately $800 million
has been invested in startups, showcasing the vibran-
cy of the entrepreneurial landscape.

Pakistan boasts a network of eight National In-
cubation Centres (NICs) supporting startups, with
over 4,000 startups currently active in the country.
The ceremony, attended by local and international
venture capitalists, investors, ambassadors, and tech
industry leaders, highlighted the collaborative efforts
aimed at fostering a more innovative and prosperous
future.

Saif assured startups that the government would
not acquire any shares or a board position in ex-
change for the funding. He said the PSF is designed
to lower the risk for international investors to invest
in Pakistani startups. He added that once the govern-
ment issues the funds to startups, “we won’t hassle
you at all.”

“With PSF we hope to create a value of at least
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Rs 50 Billion per year in the startup ecosystem in Pa-
kistan,” he wrote.

Pakistani funding monitors last week expressed
optimism about 2024, expecting a more promising
year for local startups after general elections are held
in the country.

They noted that Pakistan’s ongoing economic
recovery and the announcement of elections have
restored investor confidence, which is expected to

boost the country’s startup ecosystem.

Saif said the Fund represents a transformative
initiative in the realm of entrepreneurship and tech-
nological innovation. By focusing on the burgeoning
potential within the country’s startup ecosystem, the
PSF will accelerate economic growth and innovation
in the country.

The Fund will underwrite the risk of venture cap-
italists by providing equity-free grants to the startups
as the last cheque in an investment round. It will not
only provide financial support by also foster an en-
vironment of innovation and entrepreneurship vital
for the success and scalability of startups.

He said this event presented a unique opportuni-
ty for venture capitalists to delve deeper into the PSE.
Dr Umar Saif noted that the PSF will pave the way
for exciting collaborations and open doors to a more
innovative and prosperous future.

He said that the fund will connect innovative
startups, venture capitalists and investors. He said
that the Ministry of IT and Telecommunication will
continue supporting technological innovation and
entrepreneurship. The ceremony was attended by
local and international venture capitalists, investors,
ambassadors, heads of known tech companies, and
senior officers of the Ministry of IT and Telecom
and its attached departments.

The Minister for IT said the government wanted
to facilitate and accelerate the growth of innovative
ventures in Pakistan through the PSF. This initia-
tive would not only provide financial backing but
also create a conducive environment for startups to
flourish, he added. On the other hand, Information

The interim government has
officially launched the first-ever
Pakistan Startup Fund with an
initial allocation of Rs 2 billion.
The initiative is set to catalyze
attracting investments into in-
novative I'T projects

Minister Dr Umar Saif announced that the govern-
ment would help set up 10,000 co-working spaces for
freelancers throughout the country, saying the move
could help them earn $10 billion annually.

In a video message, Dr Umar Saif said Pakistan
has approximately 1.5 million online freelancers,
making it the second-largest workforce of online
freelancers in the world.

He said, however, that Pakistani freelancers face
difficulties due to frequent power outages and a lack
of working spaces in the country.

“Hence, the government is now going to establish
10,000 E-Rozgaar centers,” Saif said. “For this, we
are issuing interest-free loans to the private sector so
that they can convert their real estate into co-working
spaces or E-Rozgaar centers.” Umar Saif said these
co-working spaces would be equipped with the latest
facilities to help Pakistani freelancers earn. He add-
ed that even if one co-working space accommodates
100 freelancers, 10,000 spaces would enable a mil-
lion freelancers to earn.

“Hence, they can earn $10 billion annually for Pa-
kistan,” he concluded. Saif announced the initiative
a day after he launched the Pakistan Startup Fund,
an initiative through which the government would
invest Rs 2 billion per year in Pakistani startups.

The Minister had said the PSF is structured as
an equity-free capital that would help close a venture
capitalist (VC) round for a startup and help it raise its
first external investment. w
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of this trip was to encourage their efforts and to build a better relationship

with their dealers and distributors across Pakistan and reward them for their outstanding
performance as TECNO Mobile understands that dealers and distributors have as much
arole to play in the smartphone industry

lobally eminent smartphone brand and

setting the bar high as always, TEC-

NO Mobile flew its best-selling deal-

ers and key distributors on an exciting

5-day tour to Europe where they visited Germa-

ny, Austria, the Netherlands and Belgium. CEO

Kelvin Zeng, Adeel Tahir, Director Sales TECNO

Mobiles Pakistan along with their team warmly re-
ceived the dealers.

The prominent distributors were Syed Nafees

Haider, Executive Director, Airlink Communica-
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tion, CEO Advance Telecom, Rizwan Majeed,
Asif Majeed and CEO of the United Mobile Fais-
al Motiwala, Business Unit Head, Muller& Phipps
Khurram Nisar among many other icon dealers.
The focus of this trip was to encourage their
efforts and to build a better relationship with their
dealers and distributors across Pakistan and re-
ward them for their outstanding performance as
TECNO Mobile understands that dealers and dis-
tributors have as much a role to play in the smart-
phone industry as the brands whose smartphones
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they provide. TECNO management recognizes
the need for extending relief and goodwill towards
dealers and will continue to nurture relationships
with both consumers and dealers.

TECNO proudly declared that the global inno-
vative technology brand TECNO, for the second
consecutive time, secured the title of “2023-2024
Global Smart Phone Brands Top 10” at the an-
nual Consumer Electronic Show 2024 (CES), the
world’s most renowned, influential, and largest
event in the consumer electronics industry.
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Instead of fearing
make ChatGP'T a
useful innovative tool

Despite its advanced capabilities, ChatGPT still requires human
oversight to ensure the quality, accuracy, and relevance of the
generated content. Marketing managers should be prepared to
invest time and resources in reviewing and editing the content
produced by ChatGPT to achieve the desired results

uite a few places have blocked ChatGPT

within their domains or institutions for

various reasons. Schools have blocked it

on their computers so that children are
not a access it and cheat on a test. Some plac-
es have blocked it because of privacy issues, they
feel their data is vulnerable. However, something as
vital as technology can never be capped. It always
breaks free in one way or another.

ChatGPT is one of the most important inven-
tions of the 21st century. It is a first step towards
quite a lot of innovation. It is a stepping stone to-
wards a gateway that shows how much we can use
Al to innovate. However, trying to curb that tech-
nology does not work well for the future. Thus, we
have a way to unblock ChatGPT for free if you are
in a place where access to it is blocked.

If you are an avid internet user, you must be fa-
miliar with what VPNs are. They virtually change
the location of the user so they can access content
that has been blocked in their region. When You-
Tube was banned in Pakistan, it was a three-year
dry spell for most Pakistanis. However, due to the
power of Proxies and VPNs, they were able to re-
open YouTube by changing their virtual location.

Using this same method, you can easily unblock
ChatGPT. All you have to do is install the VPN ap-
plication on your phone or laptop. Next, you have
to activate the VPN and change your location to
one where ChatGPT is not blocked. Finally, once
the location is changed, you can open ChatGPT
and it will flawlessly run!

ChatGPT is certainly a helpful tool for many
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people and we can only expect innovations from it.
People are making use of it in their businesses as
well as their personal lives. The spread of knowl-
edge should always be encouraged and if there is a
tool for it, it should be taught.

Schools should be teaching students about the
potential of ChatGPT, rather than worrying about
them cheating on tests.

The increasing usage of AI for writing assis-
tance, while acting as an aid in the initial phases,
would create a dependence, the way we saw with
calculators. Earlier human mind was sharp enough
to run complex calculations on its own but now
for even simpler calculations, we need calculators.
Therefore it would be fair to think that intelligent
and creative writing would remain a human job,
who may use Al for add-on reviews/corrections
while repetitive writings may just move over to Al

Large amounts of data are necessary to train and
improve the performance of AI models and as they
get more trained, we will witness many Al-driven
use cases. The slow but steady penetration of Al in
our daily lives looks more like an opportunity.

ChatGPT may sometimes generate content that
contains inaccurate or incomplete information.
This can be due to its training data, which may
only sometimes be up-to-date or comprehensive.
Marketing managers should carefully review and
fact-check the content generated by ChatGPT to
ensure its accuracy and reliability.

ChatGPT may need to help understand com-
plex or nuanced topics fully. It might only some-
times grasp the context or intent behind specific
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questions or statements, leading to responses that
may be irrelevant or off-topic. Marketing manag-
ers should be prepared to provide additional guid-
ance or clarification when working with ChatGPT
to ensure the content aligns with their objectives.

ChatGPT may sometimes oOveruse COmimon
phrases or repeat specific ideas, making the con-
tent feel less engaging or original. Marketing
managers should review the generated content for
repetitiveness and make necessary edits to ensure
it remains fresh and engaging for the target audi-
ence.

Using ChatGPT for content creation may raise
ethical and legal concerns, such as plagiarism
or copyright infringement. Marketing managers
should be aware of these issues and ensure that
the content generated by ChatGPT is original and
does not violate any intellectual property rights.

While ChatGPT can generate human-like re-
sponses, it may not always convey the appropriate
tone or emotion for a given situation. Marketing
managers should review the content to ensure it
aligns with their target audience’s desired tone and
emotional appeal.

Despite its advanced capabilities, ChatGPT
still requires human oversight to ensure the qual-
ity, accuracy, and relevance of the generated con-
tent. Marketing managers should be prepared to
invest time and resources in reviewing and editing
the content produced by ChatGPT to achieve the
desired results.

Gabe Araujo a content creator writing about
programming, entrepreneurship, and personal
growth has claimed that as we dive headfirst into
the year 2024, I can’t help but marvel at the tech-
nological leaps we’'ve witnessed in recent years.
It’s an age where innovation is the driving force,
and one technology that has proven its mettle is
ChatGPT. If you’re not utilizing ChatGPT for
productivity in this day and age, well, it reveals
something surprising about you.

Let’s get one thing straight: Instead of bashing
those who have yet to embrace this Al-powered
marvel. Instead, wer must explore what ChatGPT
represents and why it’s more than just a tool; it’s
a litmus test for adaptability in the modern world.

You see, ChatGPT is not just another piece of
software. It’s a glimpse into the future, a future
where Al becomes an integral part of our daily
lives. Those who resist its charms are, in essence,
resisting progress itself.

But before we dive into the nitty-gritty, let’s ac-
knowledge the elephant in the room: the fear of
job displacement.

Sure, there’s a lingering fear that AI and auto-
mation will render certain jobs obsolete. It’s a val-
id concern, and it’s not something we can ignore.
However, you must be clear in mind that ChatGPT
isn’t here to replace you. It’s here to amplify your
abilities, to help you work smarter, not harder.

Large amounts of data are

necessary to train and improve
the performance of Al models

and as they get more trained,
we will withess many Al-driven
use cases. The slow but steady

penetration of Al in our daily

life looks more like an
opportunity

So, when someone refuses to tap into the im-
mense potential that ChatGPT offers, it begs the
question: are they afraid of change?

Change, after all, is the only constant in our
world. In an era where adaptability is key, clinging
to outdated methods and eschewing technological
advancements can be a telling sign of one’s reluc-
tance to evolve. It’s akin to stubbornly sticking to a
typewriter when everyone else is using a word pro-
Cessor. m
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or reasons of
food security
and economic
incentives, farm-
ers continuously seek to
maximize their market-
able crop yields. As plants

time of harvesting, there
will inevitably be varia-
tions in the quality and
size of individual crops.
Finding the optimal time
to harvest, therefore, is
a priority for farmers. A
new approach making
heavy use of drones and
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
demonstrably  improves [
this estimation by care- §
fully and accurately ana- {§
lyzing individual crops to %
assess their likely growth
characteristics.

Drones, with artifi-
cial intelligence (AI), are
now being mainstreamed
for smart farming assist-
ing farmers in a range of
tasks from analysis and
planning to the actual
planting of crops, and the
subsequent monitoring of
fields to ascertain health
and growth. Paired with
drones Al is able to assist
farmers on farming prac-
tices across the full farm-
ing value chain to further
analyse aerial images and |-
give agriculturists data
that can help them lower
planting costs, cut down
water and fertilizer use,
and monitor crop health.

Another beneficial
use of AI drones in agri-
culture is land imaging to
detect areas in agricultural
land that require addition-
al irrigation or fertilizers.
This would allow farm-
ers to precisely plan how
much water and nutrients
the crops will need on a
given day. The method
also has the potential to
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Al drone tech a must

wea i to meet agri needs of 9

billion people by
-

high-definition photos, videos, and data within minutes using

images from a farming drone. A bird’s-eye perspective makes it as a day before or after

simpler to perceive a wider picture, identify crop problems or
potential safety risks, and take prompt actions

s may get more
detailed results instantly. Agribusiness owners may obtain “t
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crops directly.

“The idea is relative-
ly simple, but the design,
implementation and exe-
cution is extraordinarily
complex,” said Associate
Professor Wei Guo from
the Laboratory of Field
Phenomics.

“If farmers know the
ideal time to harvest crop
fields, they can reduce
waste, which is good for
them, for consumers and
the environment. But
optimum harvest times
. are not an easy thing to
. predict and ideally re-
quire detailed knowledge
of each plant; such data
! would be cost and time
. prohibitive if people were
employed to collect it.
This is where the drones
come in.”

Guo has a background
in both computer science
and agricultural science,
so is ideally suited to
finding ways cutting-edge
hardware and software
could aid agriculture.

He and his team have
demonstrated that some
_om low-cost drones with

_ specialised software can
image and analyse young
plants -- broccoli in the
case of this study -- and
| accurately predict their
| expected growth charac-
| teristics.

The drones carry
out the imaging process
multiple times and do so
without human interac-
tion, meaning the system
requires little in terms of
labour costs.
might surprise
some to know that by
harvesting a field as little

2050

I 3 &

the optimal time could re-
duce the potential income
of that field for the farm-
er by 3.7% to as much as

drastically improve crop

health, moisture, and nu-

trient content, making it easier for farmers to focus
on the big-picture needs of a farm. By using drone
technology, agribusinesses may get more detailed
results instantly. Agribusiness owners may obtain
high-definition photos, videos, and data within
minutes using images obtained from a farming
drone. A bird’s-eye perspective makes it simpler to
perceive the wider picture, identify crop problems
or potential safety risks, and take prompt action.

The drone flies over the farmland and detects
the tell-tale signs of poor soil health, like bad soil
cover. The absence of any vegetation indicates that
all ecosystem functions are failing. The soil won’t
be healthy if ecological processes aren’t operating
propertly. In addition, the colour of the soil can pro-
vide information about its age, physical processes,
iron oxide content, amount, and status. In general,
the organic matter content of soil increases with
soil colour.

As the global population has been projected to
reach over 9 billion by 2050, agricultural consump-
tion is expected to increase by a massive 70%, rais-
ing the question of how the growing demand for
food will be met.

With over eight billion human mouths expected
to be fed by the year 2030, humans have their limits;
they cannot work 24 hours a day to oversee thou-
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sands of acres of crops and grow more food.

Some optimistic science fiction stories talk
about a post-scarcity future, where human needs
are catered for and hard labour is provided by ma-
chines.

There are some ways in which this vision ap-
pears to predict some elements of current techno-
logical progress.

One such area is in agricultural research, where
automation has been making an impact.

As the global population has
been projected to reach over
9 billion by 2050, agricultur-
al consumption is expected
to increase by a massive 70%,
raising the question of how the
growing demand for food will
be met

For the first time, researchers, including those
from the University of Tokyo, have demonstrated
a largely automated system to improve crop vields,
which can benefit many and may help pave the
way for future systems that could one day harvest
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20.4%,” said Guo.

“But with our system,
drones identify and catalog every plant in the field,
and their imaging data feeds a model that uses
deep learning to produce easy-to-understand visu-
al data for farmers. Given the current relative low
costs of drones and computers, a commercial ver-
sion of this system should be within reach to many
farmers.”

The main challenge the team faced was in the
image analysis and deep learning aspects.

Collecting the image data itself is relatively
trivial, but given the way plants move in the wind
and how the light changes with time and the sea-
sons, the image data contains a lot of variation that
machines often find hard to compensate for.

So, when training their system, the team had to
invest a huge amount of time in labelling various
aspects of images the drones might see, in order to
help the system learn to correctly identify what it
was seeing.

The vast data throughput was also challenging
-- image data was often of the order of trillions of
pixels, tens of thousands of times larger than even
a high-end smartphone camera.

“I'm inspired to find more ways that plant phe-
notyping (measuring of plant growth traits) can go
from the lab to the field in order to help solve the
major problems we face,” said Guo. m
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Increasing the tax on sugary drinks, which is indirectly paid
by the consumers, is an evidence-based strategy to reduce
their consumption. Saudi Arabia and many other countries
have adopted this strategy which is successfully reducing
consumption of the beverages and diseases caused by them

he growing economic burden from diet-re-

lated non-communicable diseases is haunt-

ing the development of Pakistan. Sugary

drinks, beverages etc. are causing multiple
diseases to the people and no proper measures are
being adopted to check or control their use in the
country. Religious leaders at various levels have
been urged to help raise awareness among the public
about the harmful effects of sugary drinks particular-
ly during Ramadan and after that.

An unhealthy diet is the prime reason for diseases
and deaths in Pakistan. People are dying every min-
ute due to diabetes, heart disease, cancer, and other
chronic diseases which are being largely caused by
unhealthy food and drinks. Sugary drinks have been
estimated as the major contributor to these diseas-
es. The precious lives could be saved by adopting
healthier choices in the diet besides adopting other
measures.

The role of famous Ulema, celebrities, and fa-
mous icons in this regard is very important as they
command great respect in Pakistani society and peo-
ple listen to them more than anyone else. They can
help raise awareness among the public on the harm-
ful effects of sugary drinks on human health.

Developed countries are struggling to reduce the
use of sugary drinks and have as such imposed heavy
taxes and launched awareness programmes to check
the use of dangerous sugary drinks, especially by the
youth.

The US has raised the price of sugar-sweetened
sodas, coffees, teas and energy, sports and fruit
drinks by an average of 31% and has reduced con-
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sumer purchase of those drinks by a third, according
to a new analysis of restrictions implemented in five
US cities.

“What we measured is how consumers change
their consumption in response to price changes,”
said study author Scott Kaplan, an assistant profes-
sor of economics at the US Naval Academy in An-
napolis, Maryland.

“The beverage industry’s strategy of offering con-
sumers more choices with less sugar, smaller portion
sizes and clear calorie information is working — to-
day nearly 60% of all beverages sold have zero sugar
and the calories that people get from beverages has
decreased to its lowest level in decades,” Dermody
said.

Many sugar-sweetened beverages are packed
with calories, have little to no nutritional value and
are contributing to chronic diseases, including heart
disease, cancer, diabetes, obesity and stroke, studies
have found. Even one serving daily of a sugary soft
drink was associated with a higher risk of cardiovas-
cular disease.

Nine US jurisdictions and more than 50 coun-
tries have implemented some form of consumer tax
on sugar-sweetened beverages, typically by taxing
distributors who then pass that cost along to con-
sumers, Kaplan said.

Some US cities have enacted sales taxes on sug-
ary beverages at checkout, typically at the rate of 1%
to 2%, Kaplan said. Other cities tax those drinks by
the ounce, which raises the overall price of the prod-
uct even more.

“Maybe you spend $1 on a 12-ounce can of
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soda,” he said. “If it’s a 2 cent per ounce tax, that’s
an additional 24 cents on your dollar.”

Sales taxes, however, do not affect the consumer
pocketbook to the same extent. For example, Wash-
ington, DC, puts an 8% sales tax on sugar-sweetened
beverages, 2% above the standard 6% sales tax. Now
that same can of soda costs 2 cents more, instead of
an additional 24 cents under the per ounce tax.

“So, the per ounce tax is much bigger, and we
think of those as sort of being the type of taxes that
are actually having the potential to drive bigger im-
pacts,” Kaplan said.

Munawar Hussain, Consultant Food Policy Pro-
gram at Global Health Advocacy Incubator while re-
ferring to International Diabetes Federation’s Atlas
said: “Pakistan is ranked 3rd highest globally with
33 million people living with diabetes in 2021. If no
policy action is taken immediately, the mumber of
people living with diabetes will increase to 62 mil-
lion by 2045,” he said and added that by reducing
the consumption of sugary drinks thousands of lives
could be saved every year along with saving hospital
expenditure. He said: “Increasing the tax on sugary
drinks, which is indirectly paid by the consumers, is
an evidence-based strategy to reduce their consump-
tion. Saudi Arabia and many other countries have
adopted this strategy and have successeeding in re-
ducing consumption of the beverages and diseases
caused by them.”

According to the latest research, hair loss has
been on the rise in recent years, and consuming too
many sugary drinks may be linked to higher risk,
suggests a study published in the journal Nutrients.

Researchers from Tsinghua University in Beijing
looked at data from more than 1,000 Chinese men,
aged 18 to 45, from January to April 2022 to com-
pare self-reported lifestyle habits and hair loss.

They found that hair loss was almost 30% more
common among men who had a daily habit of drink-
ing up to one sugary beverage such as soda, juice, en-
ergy drinks, sports drinks, and sweetened coffee and
tea (totalling between one to three litres per week).

Men who reported having more than one sweet-
ened beverage per day (nearly a gallon per week or
more) were even more likely to have hair loss, 42%
higher risk compared to those who never drank sug-
ary beverages.

The researchers also found that a majority of
study participants drank at least some beverages
containing sugar in their daily diet and nearly half
reported having sweetened drinks more than once a
day. But men who reported hair loss tended to drink
more, about 12 servings a week on average, com-
pared to seven per week for men who didn’t report
hair loss.

Developed countries are strug-
gling to reduce the usage of
sugary drinks as such they have
imposed heavy taxes on them
and launched awareness
programmes to check the use
of dangerous sugary drinks,
especially by the youth

One limitation of the study is that beverage hab-
its aren’t the only factors in hair loss, and factors like
the rest of the diet, overall health, and even stress and
mental health history could play a role. For instance,
men with hair loss also reported eating more fried
food and fewer vegetables, according to the study.
The researchers also found that a history of illness or
anxiety, or even PTSD, were linked to a higher risk
of hair loss.

So far, the link between sugary beverages and
hair loss is a correlation, not causation, and more
studies are needed to find out whether drinking more
directly raises the risk of balding.

But young people who drink a lot of sugar may
not be aware of the health risks, so future studies
could help people make better-informed decisions,
the researchers wrote. m
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he Salt Manufacturers Association of Pa-

kistan had earnestly called for government

intervention as the salt export industry is

facing collapse due to escalating freight
costs and disruptions in the Red Sea. Through an
appeal, the Association has emphasised the need
for targeted incentives and support from the Paki-
stan National Shipping Corporation to ensure the
industry’s survival and contribute to the broader
economic health.

It is worth noting that India has been importing
Himalayan Pink rock salt from Pakistan at a price
as low as Rs 7 per kg in some deals and has been
selling it abroad after packaging and marketing the
same as finished natural/ mineral produce from the
Himalayas, at the international price as high as 20
Euros per kg on western market shelves. Pakistan
has let India make billions of dollars worth of salt
exports at a time when it can serve a huge blow to
Indian exports by putting the finished items of salt
in the global market.

The Salt Manufacturers Association of Pakistan
(SMAP) has appealed to the government, express-
ing the critical state of the country’s salt export in-
dustry. The industry, a vital economic contributor,
faces a looming collapse due to escalating freight
costs and disruptions in the Red Sea. Acting Chair-
man QasimYaqoobParacha has highlighted the un-
precedented crisis faced by the salt exporters and
called for an immediate and comprehensive govern-
ment response to address the multifaceted challeng-
es this factor is up against.

Paracha underscored the role of the state-owned
Pakistan National Shipping Corporation (PNSC)
as a crucial player in the crisis. He urged the Corpo-
ration to enhance its capacity by adding more ships
to its fleet and temporarily operate in the Red Sea
route. This strategic move, according to Paracha,
would not only benefit salt exporters but also assist
various Pakistani exporters facing similar challeng-
es. The ongoing conflict in Yemen has disrupted the
security and traffic of the Red Sea, forcing shipping
companies to reroute vessels and causing a surge in
freight costs.

Meanwhile, global trade and industry are grap-
pling with a new challenge as the Red Sea, a pivotal
route for cargo movement between Asia and Eu-
rope, has become increasingly unsafe due to attacks
by Yemeni rebels on shipping vessels. The attacks
have led some shippers to divert their vessels to lon-
ger and more expensive routes, impacting consum-
ers worldwide who rely on imported and exported
goods. The former chairman of the Pakistan Ship
Agents Association, Mohammad Rajpar, highlight-
ed the surge in freight charges, with some major
shipping lines imposing a $1,500 surcharge, result-
ing in an almost 100% increase in freight rates.

Businessmen have expressed concerns that
ocean freight could rise to $5,000 per container if
commercial ships opt for the alternative route via
the southern tip of Africa, bypassing the Suez Ca-
nal. This would lead to extended arrival times of up
to 20 days and increased fuel costs. The Suez Ca-
nal, a vital waterway connecting the Mediterranean
Sea and the Red Sea, shortens the distance between
Asia and Europe by thousands of kilometres. How-
ever, in times of crisis, some shipping lines prefer
the longer route via Cape Town to avoid the risk of
attacks.

In the face of these challenges, SMAP’s plea
concluded with a call for swift government action,
recognising the broader impact on livelihoods, the
economy, and Pakistan’s resilience. Paracha urged
the Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, the Min-
istry of Commerce, and other relevant authorities
to understand the gravity of the situation and act
promptly. The future of the salt export industry
hangs in the balance, and decisive action is impera-
tive for its survival.

Pakistan exported eight shipments of 35 tons
of Himalayan rock salt to China via the Khunjerab
border crossing between June and July 2023.

Situated at 5,000 meters above sea level, the
Khunjerab Pass is the world’s highest paved inter-
national border crossing and serves as a key trade
route linking China and Pakistan, enabling trade
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appealed to the government, expressing the critical state of the
country’s salt export industry. The industry, a vital economic
contributor, faces a looming collapse due to escalating freight costs

and disruptions in the Red Sea

for Chinese imports and exports between South
Asia and Europe.

Trade activities between the two countries
through the Khunjerab Pass go on from April to
November. Trade activity between China and Paki-
stan under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) began via the Karakoram Highway, which
passes through Khunjerab, in November 2016.

Global trade and industry are
grappling with a new challenge
as the Red Sea, a pivotal route
for cargo movement between
Asia and Furope, has become
increasingly unsafe due to
attacks by Yemeni rebels on
shipping vessels

The border point was temporarily closed in 2019
to control the spread of the coronavirus pandemic
but reopened in April this year with a resumption
of cross-border trade activities.

“From June to July this year, we received eight
shipments [of Himalayan rock salt], amounting to
35 tons [from Pakistan],” China’s customs director
at the Khunjerab Port, Zhang Xiaobo, told CGTN.
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In addition to rock salt, China also imported
copper, wooden handicrafts, and carpets from Pa-
kistan, the official added.

“Import and export volume across the Khunjer-
ab Port stand at 40 to 80 thousand tons per year,
while the daily imports are about 471.6 tons,” he
said.

Pakistani traders regularly utilise buses operat-
ing between the two nations for trade purposes and
are granted a tax-free trade quota of $1,100 per day.
This growing convenience is increasingly appealing
to Pakistani exporters who, in the past, used the
considerably longer sea route to transport goods to
China.

China and Pakistan initiated an internation-
al road transport (TIR) route connecting China’s
Kashgar and Pakistan’s Islamabad, potentially es-
tablishing a model for future trade routes within the
CPEC project. The first cargo crossed into Pakistan
via this route on August 27.

Longtime ally Beijing has pledged over $65 bil-
lion for CPEC infrastructure projects in Pakistan as
part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) since
2013. The corridor includes a network of roads,
railways, pipelines, and ports in Pakistan, linking
China to the Arabian Sea and aiding Islamabad’s
economic expansion and modernisation.

Currently, trade between China and Pakistan
exceeds $12.06 billion, up nearly 19 percent com-
pared to 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. =
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ater is the lifeline of the human be-

ing and pure drinking water is fun-

damental to keep the body good

health. However, the passage of
time and the increased pollution due to commercial
and other reasons have degraded the quality of wa-
ter in various parts of the world. Despite that, there
are countries which still enjoy quality drinking wa-
ter and they have been ranked as follows for having
the best water in the world:

United Kingdom

Underground water sources make up 30% of
England and Wales’ tap water. The rest is surface
water sources, such as lakes and rivers.

Regardless of the water source, the water provid-
ers in the UK have to filter the water before distrib-
uting it to customers. The filtration process entails
flocculation, rapid gravity filters, slow sand filters,
ozonation, ion exchange, and finally, chlorination.

Netherlands

The Netherlands often receives appraisal be-
cause municipal authorities don’t need to chlorinate
drinking water to disinfect it from pathogens. This
is because the water is already clean enough for hu-
man consumption.

Of course, the country doesn’t have magical
water resources with no microbiological presence.
They still treat the water sources, such as the under-
ground aquifers, and subject them to rigorous test-
ing to ensure they don't get contaminated by runoff.

Additionally, the water sources in the Nether-
lands are then filtered through multiple water filtra-
tion steps such as sedimentation, filtration, ozone
oxidation, and UV disinfection, which, in the end,
makes chlorination somewhat redundant.

Greece

Greece is in the top 10 countries across the
world regarding the quality and access to drinking
water. Greece is known for its numerous rivers, but
it’s important to note that most of them are relative-
ly short and not very extensive. There are over 25
significant rivers in Greece, with the largest being
the Evros (Maritsa), which forms part of the border
with Turkey. Other notable rivers include the Axios,
Aliakmon, and Nestos, among others. These rivers
play an essential role in Greece’s geography and
provide water resources for various purposes.

The Greek territory includes 6,000 islands and
islets scattered in the seas of the Aegean and Io-
nian, of which only 227 are inhabited. This is a
unique phenomenon on the European continent.

Austria

Water is one of Austria’s most valuable resourc-
es. It is not for nothing that a line in the national
anthem is dedicated to water. The water quality in
Austria received an excellent rating: 99.6% of the
261 water bodies examined were rated “excellent”
or “good”. This puts Austria in second place EU-
wide and assures excellent bathing water quality.

In Austria’s households, the average water con-
sumption is around 130 litres per day and person.
Most of the water is used for flushing toilets, closely
followed by showering and bathing. To save valu-
able water, there is still a lot of room for improve-
ment.

Switzerland

Although Switzerland’s water wasn't always
considered the world’s best, it is now. Over the
years, the country has substantially raised its water
treatment standards, and it can now boast of having
some of the best drinking water in the world.

Switzerland’s water comes from clean lakes and
underground sources, comprising about 80% of the
country’s water. The remainder comes from surface
Teservoirs.

Although roughly one-third of Switzerland’s
water is in a protected area and doesn’t require any
treatment before consumption, two-thirds still re-
quire a multi-stage treatment process. This process
involves membranes, ozonation, ultraviolet disin-
fection, and activated carbon filtration.

Finland

The bulk of Finland’s water comes from its
168,000 lakes, and the remainder comes from Fin-
land’s rivers and tributaries. I.ake Paijanne, where
the water is reportedly so clean you can drink it
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Countries with the
best tap water in the

world

Water is one of the most essential resources humans need to
survive. To be healthy and keep the body in good condition, you
need access to a reliable supply of safe drinking water. Access to
clean drinking water is essential for your health. Your body consists
of approximately 60 percent water and one can go for weeks
without eating, but can only survive for a few days without water

straight from the source, supplies most of the coun-
try’s water.

Finland subjects its water to multiple filtration
and treatment methods to remove contaminants
before distributing it to households. Some of the
filtration and treatment techniques include precip-
itation, sedimentation, ozone treatment, ultraviolet
treatment, activated carbon filtration, and disinfec-
tion with chlorine and chloramines.

Norway

Like Finland, Norway has strict regulations and
employs a thorough filtration process for treating
wastewater. This is how they protect their water
sources from getting contaminated by chemicals
found in everyday products like detergents, medi-
cine, and paints. Its rigorous filtration process is
also how the country provides some of the cleanest
tap water in the world for its citizens.

Norway’s treatment of water isn’'t limited to
wastewater practices. In the last 20 — 30 years, the
country has implemented many water-related pol-
icies, including pipe and well repairs and the re-
placement of old pipes to eliminate lead or copper
components in the piping system.

Malta

In Malta, there are two main water bodies: un-
derground water reservoirs and seawater. We al-
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ready know what underground water means, but
how do you consume seawater?

Well, there are desalination plants that extract
water from the sea, desalinate it, and then subject it
to an industrial-level reverse osmosis (RO) process.
To this end, Malta has three desalination and RO
plants located in Cirkewwa, Pembroke, and Ghar-
Lapsi.

As a result, Maltese citizens drink some of the
world’s healthiest water. The Maltese government
even has a live portal where citizens can check the
water quality in their area.

Iceland

Iceland’s most beautiful natural wonders are its
lakes, streams, and glaciers. So, while a portion of
its drinking water comes from its waterways, most
water comes from natural aquifers and springs. Be-
cause of this, it’s not surprising that many countries
import bottled spring water from Iceland.

Iceland’s water is naturally immaculate, but it
is due to the country’s stringent water treatment
practices that the drinking water quality is so high.
A 2016 study that tested their tap water revealed
a health standard compliance of nearly 100%.-The
EPI assesses water quality based on the DALY rate
(disability-adjusted life-years lost per 100,000 per-
sons from unsafe drinking water). m

| DECEMBER 15 - JANUARY 15, 2024

NOISNALYNIGNOILIINNOI#

—
—
For)
==
=
e
—5
(o)
=
=
—
o
m -
.
=]
(]
—
— |
=
m
-_—
=
o
()
—3
e
=




H#CONNECTIONBINATENSION

=
—
%}
=
(=T
=
L
=
|—
&
==
L
[
= b
=
(=
[ s ]
| -
D
=
—
p—
=T
[ e}
b
=

INTRODUCING JAZZF}

Business News Magazine

ubai has cemented its status as the

world’s top travel destination, claiming

the number one spot in TripAdvisor’s

coveted awards for the third consecutive
year.

Tripadvisor, the world’s largest travel guidance
platform, announced Dubai’s victorious ranking in
its “Travelers’ Choice Awards for 2024: Best of the
Best Destinations.”

Its ascent to the top coincides perfectly with the
first anniversary of its ambitious D33 economic
plan, showcasing the transformative power behind
the vision of the Vice President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid al-Maktoum.

From a bustling business hub to a thriving leisure
haven and sought-after residential paradise, Dubai’s
ambitious agenda has set its eye on conquering all
three fronts — work, play, and life — to become the
world’s unparalleled urban champion.

Dubai’s consecutive wins on TripAdvisor are
solely fueled by millions of traveller reviews, solidi-
fying its position as a global tourist favourite.

Recognizing the best of the best based on the
latest trends, these awards analyse data across a full
year, with reviews and ratings spanning October
2022 to September 2023, for hotels, restaurants, and
experiences across destinations.

Sheikh Mohammed’s visionary leadership takes
centre stage as Dubai’s consistent global accolades,
particularly in the economic realm, stand as a tes-
tament to the emirate’s successful translation of his
vision into tangible achievements.

The ambitious D33 plan, charting a course for
Dubai’s economic dominance within the top three
globally, is already bearing fruit.

Commenting on the ranking, Sheikh Moham-
med said, “Dubai has earned the prestigious title of
the #1 global destination in the 2024 TripAdvisor
Travelers’ Choice Awards for the third consecutive
time, establishing the emirate as the first city world-
wide to achieve such recognition. This accomplish-
ment underscores our success and reflects the out-
comes of our developmental efforts in this crucial
economic sector.”

“Qur strategic goal is to prioritize visitor hap-
piness and satisfaction, and we pledge to continue
our efforts in ongoing development, supported by
a strong partnership with the private sector. Com-
mitted to maintaining and surpassing these achieve-
ments, we look forward to even greater successes in
the future,” he explained.

The leader commended the Department of
Economy and Tourism for their tireless efforts and
collaborative spirit in promoting Dubai together, re-
sulting in a vibrant tapestry of options to satisfy ev-
ery visitor’s desires.

He also applauded the city’s unwavering dedica-
tion to setting the bar high, offering exceptional ser-
vices, top-notch tourist experiences, and world-class
infrastructure.

With a resounding expression of gratitude, the
ruler acknowledged the indispensable contributions
of each sector and govern-
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From a bustling business hub to a th
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riving leisure haven and

sought-after residential paradise, Dubai’s ambitious agenda has
set its eye on conquering all three fronts — work, play, and life —
to become the world’s unparalleled urban champion

achievement of being named the #1 top global desti-
nation in the TripAdvisor Travelers’ Choice Best of
the Best Destinations Awards 2024 for the third suc-
cessive year has only been possible thanks to the out-
standing efforts of stakeholders and partners across
the tourism sector, and their strong response to the
visionary leadership of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid al-Maktoum.”

“Omne year into the Dubai Economic Agenda
D33, and with the city striving to consolidate its sta-
tus as a top global destination for business and tour-
ism, the award acknowledges the efficacy of our ef-
forts so far, while also further raising the bar for what
we can collectively achieve,” Almarri added.

He explained, “In an increasingly competitive
international tourism ecosystem, Dubai’s consistent
leadership in global metrics has been built on robust,

ment entity that paved the ‘ITipAdvisor, the world’s larg-

ever-evolving  infrastruc-
ture, a commitment to pro-

way for Dubai’s triumphant . viding best-in-class services,
arrival at this pivotal mile- €SL travel gUIdaHCB plﬂthI‘m, and effective marketing and
stone. . . outreach that has seen the

Dubai's consistene. AINOUNcCEd Dubai’s vietorious city identify, reach and satis-

crown as the world’s fa—ranking inits “I'ravelers’ Choicefy a diverse range of travel-

vourite speaks volumes,

ers from around the world.

a vibrant kaleidoscope of Awards for 2024: Best of the Supported by our stake-

attractions, seamless ser-
vice, world-class infrastruc-
ture, and seamless govern

Best Destinations.”

holders, we will continue
to take an agile approach to
further elevate Dubai as a

ment-private teamwork.

Dubai’s recipe for tourism success is a potent
blend of local ingenuity and fresh global partner-
ships, where innovative homegrown talent and
concepts flourish with international investment,
propelling tourism to become a powerhouse sector,
contributing over 10 percent to the city’s economic
heartbeat.

The Director General of the Dubai Department
of Economy and Tourism (DET), Helal Saeed
Almarri, commented: “Dubai’s unprecedented
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destination and meet our ambitious targets.”

Dubai’s TripAdvisor award illuminates its al-
ready impressive collection of global accolades, so-
lidifying its status as a destination with endless expe-
riences under one vibrant sky.

The city claimed the top spot in two prestigious
2023 rankings asRemitly*‘s best city to relocate to and
Savills® top city for remote workers, proving its irre-
sistible draw for career and lifestyle changes.

Additionally, Euromonitor crowned Dubai the
second-best city to visit in 2023, while the Mori Me-
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morial ranked it among the world’s top 10 most in-
fluential cities.

Based on millions of user contributions, Numbeo
declares the UAE the world’s second-safest country
for 2023.

The Chief Executive Officer of Dubai Corpo-
ration for Tourism and Commerce Marketing, Is-
samKazim, said: “This landmark achievement em-
bodies the incredible spirit of collaboration between
Dubai’s public and private stakeholders that has led
to countless memorable experiences for our guests.
Global travelers in search of a safe, secure, and eas-
ily accessible destination have embraced Dubai’s
diverse attractions catering to various segments, in-
cluding families, thrill-seekers, business visitors, and
cultural explorers. They acknowledge the city for its
distinctive experiences that are exclusive to Dubai.”

He said: “We are honoured by the continued
appreciation and encouragement of our internation-
al visitors, with their reviews and ratings providing
ample testimony for their cherished memories that
inspire others to explore the exceptional offerings of
our destination. As consumer demands and trends
further evolve, and aided by the feedback we receive
through TripAdvisor and other digital platforms, as
well as directly from tourists within the city itself, we
will continue to work with our stakeholders to main-
tain the highest standards across city’s offerings and
services, and ensure visitors have an unrivalled ex-
perience in Dubai.” Whether you seek luxury living
or late-night feasts, Dubai’s charm is accessible with
open entry and global connections. Dubai keeps
tourism in overdrive with relentless regulation, infra-
structure upgrades, and travel innovations.

In a major move in 2023, Dubai and Real Ma-
drid joined forces to boost the city’s global spotlight
as part of the ambitious D33 vision.

Dubai welcomed a record 15.37 million interna-
tional guests in 2023, marking a 20 percent surge in
tourism compared to 2022. m
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he recent blowout aboard Alaska Air-
lines Flight 1282 is just the latest prob-
lem Boeing has faced with its 737 Max
aircraft. The accident prompted Alaska

and United Airlines to cancel hundreds of flights

as the Federal Aviation Administration ordered
the temporary grounding of certain 737 Maxes so
affected carriers could examine them.

But as those inspections have been paused, it’s
uncertain when those planes will return to service.
So what is the history of the Boeing 737 Max’s
problems?

We asked Ask Skift, our artificial intelligence
chatbot, that question. Ask Skift used information
that appeared in our past news coverage and re-
search. We also conducted further reporting on
the subject.

The Boeing 737 Max has had several issues
in its history. The most significant of these were
two fatal crashes in 2018 and 2019 in Ethiopia
and Indonesia, collectively causing the deaths of
346 people. These crashes were linked to poorly
designed cockpit software, resulting in the 737
Max being grounded globally for 20 months. The
aircraft was recertified by the FAA for passenger
flights in November 2020.

Since its recertification, there have been no
notable incidents with the Max for three years
and hundreds of planes have been sold to airlines
worldwide. However, in late December, Boeing
discovered a nut that was not properly tightened
in an undelivered aircraft after an international
operator discovered a bolt with a missing nut in a
rudder-control system. Boeing recommended that
airlines inspect their 737 Max aeroplanes.

In January 2024, a two-month-old 737-9 expe-
rienced sudden decompression after a section of
the plane’s fuselage blew off shortly after takeoff.
The plane was able to land safely and no one was
seriously injured. The incident led to the tempo-
rary grounding of the 737 Max 9s for inspections
by several airlines, including Alaska Airlines. The
FAA is closely monitoring the inspections and is
prepared to take additional action if more loose or
missing hardware is found.

The recent blowout is far from the only prob-
lem the 737 Maxes have experienced since they
returned to service after being grounded globally
for 20 months.

More than 100 Boeing 737 Max aircraft were
grounded in April 2021 following the discovery
of a potential electrical problem, which the FAA
said could impact how certain systems operate, in-
cluding engine ice protection. And in April 2023,
Boeing said that it had discovered a manufacturing
issue with several 737 Max aircraft, but added that
those jets could fly while inspections were taking
place.

The planemaker told CNN a supplier used a
“non-standard manufacturing process” during the
installation of two fittings in the rear fuselage.
Boeing didn't disclose how many 737 Max planes
were affected, aside from describing it as a “signif-
icant number.” The company halted deliveries of
some 737 Max jets that month due to a problem
with supplier Spirit AeroSystems, which caused its
shares to fall 7% at the time.

Speaking of delayed deliveries, Boeing said in a
July 2023 SEC filing that the first handover of the
new 737 Max 7 would be postponed to 2024. The
FAA had told Boeing in October 2022 that several
key documents submitted as part of the agency’s
certification review of the 737 Max 7 hadn’t been
completed while others needed to be reassessed by
the company.

Boeing then identified another 737 Max quality
problem in August 2023 involving Spirit AeroSys-
tems, a defect the planemaker said would delay
near-term handovers to customers. Deliveries of
the 737 Max fell in September to their lowest level
since August 2021, which the company attributed
to the work needed to correct improperly drilled
holes on the aft pressure bulkhead.

More recently, Boeing asked airlines last month
to inspect all of their 737 Max aircraft for a poten-
tial loose bolt in the rudder system, which is used
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Since its recertification, there have been no notable incidents
with the Max for three years and hundreds of planes have
been sold to airlines worldwide. However, in late December,
Boeing discovered a nut that was not properly tightened in an
undelivered aircraft after an international operator discovered
a bolt with a missing nut in a rudder-control system. Boeing
recommended that airlines inspect their 737 Max airplanes

to control and stabilize the aircraft during a flight.

The US aviation regulator extended the
grounding of Boeing 737 MAX 9 aeroplanes in-
definitely for new safety checks and announced it
will tighten oversight of Boeing itself after a cabin
panel broke off a new jet in mid-flight.

As United Airlines and Alaska Airlines can-
celled flights, the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) said 1t would require another round of in-
spections before it would consider putting the jets
back in service.

Under more stringent supervision, the regula-
tor will audit the Boeing 737 MAX 9 production
line and suppliers and consider having an indepen-

MAX 9 flights through Tuesday and United can-
celed some additional flights in the following days.

Boeing shares closed down 2.2 percent and are
down nearly 12 percent since the Jan. 5 incident.
Confidence in Boeing has been shaken since a pair
of MAX 8 crashes in 2018 and 2019 killed 346
people and led Congress to pass sweeping reforms
for the certification of new aeroplanes.

The Alaska Airlines aircraft, which had been
in service for just eight weeks, took off from Port-
land, Oregon and was flying at 16,000 feet when
the panel tore off the plane. Pilots flew the jet back
to Portland, with only minor injuries among pas-
sengers.

dent entity take over from

FAA announced a for-

Boeing certain aspects of In January 2024, a two-month- mal investigation into the
certifying the safety of old 737_9 experienced sudden MAX 9. FAA Administra-

new aircraft that the FAA

tor Mike Whitaker said the

previously assigned to the decompression after a section Alaska Airlines MAX 9

plane maker.
The FAA said the con-

of the plane’s fuselage blew o

ff had “significant problems”
and noted Boeing’s history

tinued grounding of 171 ShOI‘ﬂy after takeoff. The plane of production issues.

planes with the same con-
figuration as the one in the
incident was “for the safe-

was able to land safely and no
one was seriously injured  (NTsB) is investigating if

The National Trans-
portation Safety Board

ty of American travellers.”
The regulator said the grounding would be lifted
once they were inspected before saying more work
was needed on planned checks. The FAA said 40
of the planes must be reinspected, then the agency
will review the results and determine if safety is
adequate to allow the MAX 9s to resume flying.
Alaska Airlines and United Airlines, the two
US airlines that use the aircraft involved, have had
to cancel hundreds of flights due to the grounding
as a widening crisis engulfed the US plane maker.
Alaska and United on Friday both canceled all
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the MAX 9 jet in the Alas-
ka episode was missing or had improperly tight-
ened bolts.

The FAA wants to see “where these break-
downs could happen. Are there not enough quali-
ty control checks? Are they not in the right places?
Is the order of assembly creating some issues?,”
he added.

Boeing has pledged to “cooperate fully and
transparently with our regulator. We support all ac-
tions that strengthen quality and safety and we are
taking actions across our production system.” m
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Palestine attack tops
on Google search

in worl

while

ChatGPT in Pakistan

Go

gle's

Search Engine Dominance ‘

Top search on the Google Israel-Hamas conflict in recent
months, “you’re not alone.” The tech giant unveiled its 2023
Year in Search, revealing that people worldwide were keen to
understand Hamas’ attack on Israel and Israel’s subsequent
military actions in Gaza and killing the of innocent Palestinians

very year, in December, Google shares de-
tails about the top searches worldwide and
in each country. Top search on the Google
Israel-Hamas conflict in recent months,
“you’re not alone”. The tech giant unveiled its 2023
Year in Search, revealing that people worldwide
were keen to understand Hamas’ attack on Israel
and Israel’s subsequent military actions in Gaza and
killing the of innocent Palestinians. About Pakistan
this year, Google has just released the list of the
most searched personalities worldwide. They also
shared the top searches of Pakistan in the year 2023.

Google’s Year in Search revealed a keen inter-
est in technology among Pakistani users, with a di-
verse range of tech-based topics topping the charts.
ChatGPT garnered significant attention, reflecting
the growing curiosity and fascination with artificial
intelligence and its capabilities. Tamasha Live and
ARY ZAP garnered the interest of users, indicating
a shift towards new media and streaming services.
The Infinix Note and iPhone 15 represented the
smartphone category, highlighting the continuous
consumer interest in the latest mobile technology
and advancements.

The next major worldwide news trend following
the war was the imploding Titan submarine, which
caused a significant international hunt for Titanic
debris and resulted in over 50,000 deaths.

This was followed by the terrible earthquake that
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struck Turkey and Syria. Google’s annual Year in
Search roundup provides an overview of the indi-
viduals and events that captured people’s interest
and aroused their curiosity. The lists highlight search
queries that had significant traffic increases over an
extended time compared to the prior year.
According to the statistics, significant news
events like the war, the loss of ‘Friends star Matthew
Perry, Damar Hamlin’s

SOCIAL |

FLARE REPORT 0l
elation of his romance with Taylor Swift. Google’s
trending list also paid tribute to individuals we lost
this year, with people mourning the passings of Per-
1y, Tina Turner, and Sinead O’Connor. The most
popular movies of the year were ‘Barbie’ and ‘Op-
penheimer,’ followed by the Bollywood hit ‘Jawan,’
the crime thriller ‘Sound of Freedom,” and ‘John
Wick: Chapter 4.

Leading the list of trending TV shows were
HBO’s post-apocalyptic drama ‘The Last of Us,’
along with Netflix’s ‘Wednesday’ and ‘Ginny and
Georgia.’ In the music scene, the song ‘Idol by the
Japanese duo Yoasobi and Jason Aldean’s contro-
versial track ‘Try That in a Small Town’ was the top
search inquiries. Additionally, changes in language
and communication trends were evident in this
year’s search data. The Oxford word of the year for
2023, ‘Rizz,’ meaning a person’s ‘charisma,’ topped
the list of slang definitions searches. Other notable
slang searches included ‘it’s giving,” ‘cringe,’ and ‘no
printer.’

As a reflection of the public’s varied interests,
the top 10 trending searches for “people” in Paki-
stan for 2023 showcase a diverse range of person-
alities. Hareem Shah and Aliza Sehar were among
the top names people searched for this year. Third
place went to Bollywood actor Tiger Shroff, who
was extensively searched this year amidst rumours
about his well-being. Pakistani cricket fans were on
the lookout for promising young players like Abdul-
lah Shafique, Saud Shakeel and the emerging talent
Haseebullah Khan.

Pakistan’s caretaker Prime Minister AnwaarulH-
agKakar, was also at the forefront of public interest,
reflecting the nation’s interest in politics. Addition-
ally, Glenn Maxwell and Shubman Gill also secured
their spots due to their impressive performances in
the Cricket World Cup, while Usman Khan gar-
nered attention for his standout innings in the Paki-
stan Super League.

On the other hand, people also searched for the
Ehsaas Program, which is the next most trending
item on the list, reflecting the public’s interest in the
government’s financial aid schemes. The news of
the horrific events of the Peshawar Blast captured
the nation’s collective concern for security and safe-
ty. Pakistanis were also actively searching for eco-
nomic indicators like the Pakistani Rupee, keeping
themselves updated with the fluctuating foreign ex-
change rates, which demonstrates their keen aware-
ness of financial matters.

News related to Fatima Tahir, Aliza Sehar, Im-
ran Riaz Khan, and the ever-so-popular Moham-
mad Amir were also among the trending searches
this year. In 2023, the top trending searches in this
category offer keen and fascinating insights into the
interests of Pakistanis, a mix of religious festivals,
sporting events, and political milestones.

The top five trending searches in this catego-
1y exhibit the nation’s unwavering enthusiasm for
cricket, with major tournaments like the Pakistan
Super League, Cricket World Cup, Asia Cup 2023
and Ashes prominently taking up the top 5 spots fea-
tured. Whereas the Lanka Premier League took the
9th spot. Religious holidays are also prominent in

cardiac collapse during an
NFL game, and ‘Barben-
heimer’ were among the

As areflection of the public’s
varied interests, the top 10

these search trends; for ex-
ample, people in Pakistan
showed their excitement
for the joyous celebrations

other items that sparked e (ing searches for “people” with searches of Eid-ul-Fitr

conversation in 2023. Ham-

2023, Ramadan Mubarak,

lin, the Buffalo Bills safety iN Pakistan for 2023 showease . 5% i N bk,
whose severe injury in Jan-5 (Jjyerge range of personalities.on the political front, Pa-

uary sparked renewed dis-

: kistan National Electi
cussions about safety in the Hareem Shah and Aliza Sehar 53" 2700 =ecions

NFL, claimed the top spot

on Google’s list of trending
individuals and athletes.

were among the top names
people searched for this year

2023 also managed to get
on the list in the 10th spot,
highlighting  Pakistani’s

interest in the democratic

Other notable figures
that commanded search attention this year include
actor Jeremy Renner, who faced a life-threatening
accident early in the year; controversial influencer
Andrew Tate, known for his misogynistic views;
French soccer sensation KylianMbappé; and Kan-
sas City Chiefs football player Travis Kelce, who
consistently generated headlines following the rev-
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process. In Pakistan, the
cinematic landscape is varied and ever-evolving
which showed up in the top trending searches this
year. Nolan’s masterful depiction of Oppenheimer
took the first spot in the trending list, followed by
blockbuster movies Jawan and Pathan, the global
phenomenon, Barbie, was particularly popular in
Pakistan, making it into the top 5. m
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paceX said it launched 21 satellites overall,

including “the first six Starlink satellites

with Direct to Cell capabilities that enable

mobile network operators around the world
to provide seamless global access to texting, call-
ing, and browsing.”

Besides T-Mobile in the US, several carriers in
other countries have signed up to use the direct-
to-cell satellites. SpaceX said the other carriers are
Rogers in Canada, KDDI in Japan, Optus in Aus-
tralia, One NZ in New Zealand, Salt in Switzer-
land, and Entel in Chile and Peru.

While SpaceX CEO Elon Musk wrote that the
satellites will “allow for mobile phone connectivity
anywhere on Earth,” he also described a significant
bandwidth limit. T-Mobile said that field testing of
Starlink satellites with the T-Mobile network will
begin soon.

The first six direct-to-cell satellites will firstly be
used to test the service in the United States, Jessie
Anderson, SpaceX structures engineering manag-
er said during the Jan. 2 webcast. This capability
will first enable text messaging, and then voice and
data coverage will follow after more satellites are
launched. The service will also work for IoT de-
vices.

The satellites function like cell towers in space
and have an advanced eNodeB modem onboard
that allows network integration similar to a roam-
ing partner. The service will work with any 4G LTE
device and most current smartphones are compati-
ble. The Starlink satellites use partner spectrum to
operate the service over their respective countries.
Starlink is working with KDDI in Japan; Optus in
Australia; One NZ in New Zealand; and Rogers
in Canada, with an open invitation for more pro-
viders. This is a milestone for SpaceX after found-
er Elon Musk announced the collaboration with
T-Mobile in August 2022, targeting a late 2023
debut.

Mike Katz, T-Mobile president of Marketing,
Strategy and Products, T-Mobile, said in a news re-
lease that this service is part of the company’s work
to “make dead zones a thing of the past.” T-Mobile
cites more than half a million square miles of the
U.S. is not covered by cellular networks, along with
large stretches of ocean.

“Our mission is to be the best in the world at
connecting customers to their world and today is
another step forward in keeping our customers con-
nected even in the most remote locations for added
peace of mind when they need it most,” Katz said.

Musk noted in a post on X that the satellites
support about 7 Mb per beam and the beams are
large. “While this is a great solution for locations
with no cellular connectivity, it is not meaningfully
competitive with existing terrestrial cellular net-
works,” Musk said.

Kate Tice, SpaceX’s senior quality systems en-
gineering manager, highlighted the service’s poten-
tial to save lives during the webcast.

“Think about the impact on the safety around
the globe like people assisting in emergency situ-
ations like firefighters and rescues along coastal
waters,” Tice said. “It can also help people like
me who love hiking and national parks and places
where cell phones get no reception. Knowing that
I can connect in an emergency will provide a peace
of mind for both me and my loved ones.”

Swarm co-founders Dr Sara Spangelo and Ben-
jamin Longmier co-lead SpaceX’s direct-to-cell
initiative. SpaceX acquired the company in 2021.
Spangelo commented in a release that the team
looks forward to rapidly scaling up with partner
operators and rolling out messaging service for
T-Mobile customers.

The satellite-to-cell market is generating a lot of
attention in the satellite industry. Apple currently
operates an emergency messaging service with the
iPhone 14 through a partnership with Globalstar,
which uses Globalstar’s licensed spectrum. Iridi-
um was pursuing a similar partnership with Qual-
comm with chips compatible with its satellite net-
work, but Qualcomm ended the deal in November.
Amnalysts said the price and the lack of technology
standards were part of the issue.
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have signed up to use the direct-to-cell satellites. SpaceX said
the other carriers are Rogers in Canada, KDDI in Japan, Optus
in Australia, One N7 in New Zealand, Salt in Switzerland, and
Entel in Chile and Peru
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SpaceX launches
first direct-to-cell
Starlink Satellites for
smartphone services

STARLINK

Other companies Lynk and AST SpaceMobile
have both demonstrated satellite direct-to-cell ca-
pabilities. Lynk recently announced its intent to
go public through a SPAC led by Alex “A-Rod”
Rodriguez.

SpaceX in partnership with T-Mobile, launched
the first set of Starlink satellites with “direct-to-
cell” capability. They are aiming to provide full
global texting coverage by the end of this year.

So let’s look at what these advancements pro-
vide, drivers, applications, and challenges.

The most obvious driver is to provide those
without terrestrial cell coverage [estimated at 400

Apple currently operates an
emergency messaging service
with the iPhone 14 through a
partnership with Globalstar,
which uses Globalstar’s
licensed spectrum

million people globally] with coverage. Naturally,
these are mostly in remote areas. It might also al-
low carriers to expand coverage without building
out terrestrial networks. This can be equated to
South American telcos skipping the building of
landline networks and going directly to cell phone
towers. You could call this “leapfrogging”. Carri-
ers can expand quickly with minimal investment
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in telecom equipment, providing access to a large
number of new customers.

Some of the key initial services available now
include:

-Emergency SOS via satellite

-Simple text messaging

There are specific commercial applications for
these satellite-enabled comms:

-Public safety [used by local, state, and federal
governments]

-National security

-IoT monitoring [Globalstar and Iridium report
gains here]

In terms of revenue growth for smartphone de-
vice manufacturers, it’s estimated that this segment
can add tens of billions of dollars over the next 10
years, driven by the need for customers to upgrade
smartphones and various subscriber-based add-on
services.

However, the following challenges exist:

-Developing monetization models for these ser-
vices

-Sustainment of major capital investments to
deploy literally thousands of needed satellites

-Developing global standards

-Interference between operators and manage-
ment of bandwidth [an already crowded Earth or-
bital environment is about to get more crowded]

Remote places are about to get less remote, and
we might be getting closer to the wireless access
anywhere we see available to the crew of the USS
Enterprise of Star Trek. m
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rom January 5, 2024, mobile phone users
can opt in with their telecommunications
providers to block all international calls,
as part of a new slew of anti-scam mea-

sures to come in 2024.

Users can apply to disable calls from overseas
by contacting the telecoms company via phone call
or SMS, or through their telcos’ apps. The move
cuts off a key communication tool for fraudsters
as phone calls were ranked by the police as among
the top three methods scammers used to contact
victims.

The new security feature is among the measures
that will be rolled out by the Ministry of Commu-
nications and Information (MCI) in 2024 as the
authorities continue their war on scams, Commu-
nications and Information Minister Josephine Teo
said in an interview with Chinese-language news-
paper LianheZaobao on MCI’s digital priorities in
2024.

The authorities will also work with Google
to improve anti-malware measures on Android
phones amid the scourge of malware attacks and
set up a task force focused on maintaining cyber
security and digital trust within Singapore, the
minister said.

MrsTeo, who is also Minister-in-charge of
Smart Nation and Cybersecurity and Second Min-
ister for Home Affairs, said: “Today if you are alert
when you see a ‘+65° and you know that it is not a
real local call but that it is coming from overseas,
you don’t answer it. But you find it very annoying.

“So, we are going to make available an option
for people who do not expect to get any overseas
calls in the first place to activate an option to totally
block all overseas calls.”

All incoming calls from international numbers
to users who opt in for this feature will be blocked
but calls made from Singapore numbers, like those
using overseas roaming to call home, will still be
received, the Infocomm Media Development Au-
thority (IMDA) said in a statement.

Subscribers can set the blocking option based
on their needs, such as enabling blocking as a de-
fault but allowing international calls to be received
while they are travelling overseas.

IMDA aims to offer the option to block SMSes
from international numbers by mid-2024 to restrict
another common means of contact used by scam-
mers.

Singapore receives roughly 1.6 billion interna-
tional calls annually, including scam calls.

Roughly 300 million — or a quarter — of incom-
ing calls from overseas numbers were suspected
scam calls and were blocked by telcos between Jan-
uary and September 2023, said IMDA..

Scams over phone calls were the third most
common means of contact for fraudsters after mes-
saging and social media platforms, according to the
police’s mid-2023 scam and cybercrime statistics.

Fraudsters contacted victims through phone
calls in 3,908 cases and via SMS in 920 cases, said
the police.

But the change will not block scams carried out
on commuunication services like WhatsApp — the
platform of choice in the first half of 2023, accord-
ing to the police.

The measure follows years of warnings to mo-
bile phone users to be wary of calls with a “+65"
prefix attached to the caller’s number.

“Speaking as a person with an elderly parent,
I find this feature useful because I can then acti-
vate it for my parent’s mobile phone,” said MrsTeo,
adding that the feature will help stop vulnerable
users from being tricked into picking up overseas
scam calls.

The authorities also rolled out the ScamShield
mobile app in 2020, which blocks incoming calls
and messages based on a list of known scam num-
bers. Since 2023, organisations which have not
signed up with an IMDA registry are also flagged
to mobile phone users as “likely scam”.

Scams, system outages and other recent events
have shaken the public’s trust in Singapore’s digi-
tal infrastructure, giving rise to a need for a newly
commissioned task force to oversee matters of pub-
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Singapore checks
international
scammers by
exclusively blocking

their calls
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MEASURES TO FOIL SCAMMERS

Scammers often use number spoofing, where they mask their real

phone number when calling potential victims
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All incoming calls from international numbers to users who opt
in for this feature will be blocked, but calls made from Singapore
numbers, like those using overseas roaming to call home, will
still be received, the Infocomm Media Development Authority

(IMDA) said in a statement

lic confidence in the country’s digital services.
Dubbed the Taskforce on Resilience and Securi-
ty of Digital Infrastructure and Services, the group
comprises members from MCI, IMDA, the Smart
Nation Group, the Cyber Security Agency of Sin-
gapore and the Government Technology Agency.

Subscribers can set the block-
ing option based on their needs,
such as enabling blocking as
a default but allowing interna-
tional calls to be received while
they are travelling overseas

The task force will review security risks to Sin-
gapore’s digital services and recommend measures
to improve cyber security, such as introducing
guidelines for service providers and users and the
performance of vendors employed by the authori-
ties.

It will look beyond critical information infra-
structure, like power plants and telecommunica-
tions services, MrsTeo added.
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MCI is also working with Google on improving
anti-malware measures on Android devices from
the likes of Samsung, Oppo and Google, to see
how each device can filter out scams.

“We are working with them to improve the an-
ti-malware measures to explore if the (device) can
also serve as an additional layer of prevention,”
said MrsTeo.

Malware attacks, which grant hackers control
of victims’ devices when a virus-laden app is in-
stalled, were a weapon of choice for fraudsters in
2023.

The police reported that more than 1,400 vic-
tims were duped by malware scams between Janu-
ary and August, with total losses amounting to at
least $20.6 million.

The majority of malware scams have taken
place on Android devices, which MrsTeo said ac-
count for more than 60 per cent of smartphones used
here.

Telcos and smartphone manufacturers have
made moves to crack down on malware scams, such
as by introducing anti-virus apps into mobile phone
plans by default. Samsung Galaxy smartphone users
can activate Auto Blocker on their devices to deny
app installations from unauthorised sources, which
are commonly used to plant viruses. m
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ITrack and trace system
miserably failed to
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curb illicit trade

v« The

.:: Pakistan
© Business
\Council
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Pakistan’s track and trace system has been designed to target
many sectors— specifically including tobacco, cement, sugar, and
fertilizer—which all are major players in the Pakistani economy
however plagued by significant illicit trade

¥\ i

he Pakistan Business Council (PBC) re-

cently raised red flags over the country’s

ongoing problems with illicit trade, noting

that the country has one of the highest rates
of illegal trade in Asia, amounting to a whopping Rs
8 trillion—some 20% of the formal economy. The on-
going problem is worsening Pakistan’s already dire
economic circumstances, and hitting certain sectors
particularly hard. The tobacco industry, unsurpris-
ingly is one of them—tobacco giant Philip Morris’s
Pakistan division, for example, posted truly dismal
profit figures in late October, noting a remarkable
drop in net income from Rs2.15 billion at this time
last year to Rs659 million this year.

The tobacco tycoon blamed the sharp drop in
profit on a steep decline in legal cigarette sales and
what they identified as a significant increase in the
consumption of illicit smoke and called for the full
implementation and monitoring of the track and
trace system which was pressed into service in July
2022 for Pakistan’s tobacco industry. While Phil-
ip Morris’s claims should be taken with a grain of
salt— tobacco industry figures about illicit trade are
frequently unreliable, and investigations have shown
that the tobacco major has itself been complicit in
the underground trade of its products, including in
Pakistan, where it used an undeclared warehouse to
produce black-market smokes. The introduction of a
comprehensive and effective track and trace system
is widely seen by independent experts as a key tool
to tackle the shadow economy, in the tobacco sector
and beyond. In Pakistan, however, the rollout of a
track and trace system has been anything but smooth
stymying the country’s efforts to curb the illicit trade
procuring billions of rupees in profits to companies
besides factoring evasion of taxes and duties also
running in billions of rupees.

Pakistan’s track and trace system has been de-
signed to target many sectors—specifically including
tobacco, cement, sugar, and fertilizer—which are both
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major players in the Pakistani economy but plagued
by significant illicit trade. Despite the expenditure of
millions of rupees, however, the chosen system has
by all accounts been a major failure.

Even before the system was rolled out, the tender
for its implementation—eventually awarded to AJ-
CL—a consortium led by Authentix Inc. USA and
Mitas Corporation of South Africa—was roiled by
controversy, with allegations over favouritism in the
tender process. The implementation itself has been
no less rocky: an inquiry committee set up by the Pa-
kistani Prime Minister found in September that the
system has failed to yield the desired results for all
four major sectors.

From the start, the system was marred by outdat-
ed technology and manual processes easily exploited
by tax evaders. For instance, the sugar sector faced
compatibility issues with the system due to factors
like tax stamps not adhering properly to sacks. Re-
markably, the prime minister’s inquiry committee
found that all 71 sugar mills were not compliant with
the track and trace system and that the machinery
installed in these mills required extensive and cost-
Iy modifications to make the system work properly.
Similarly, the cement sector was declared non-com-
pliant due to the dusty factory environment, which
affected the functionality of the track and trace sys-
tem. The tobacco industry also fell short, with old
machines (some dating back as early as 1960) unable
to sustain the technology required; what’s more, the
vast majority of Pakistani tobacco manufacturers
are non-compliant with the system. More than 50
companies are registered with the Pakistan Tobacco
Board. Yet only a few have implemented the track
and trace system, while several cigarette manufactur-
ers continue to contribute to the country’s illicit trade
problem.

The track and trace system operated by Authen-
tix appears to have been fatally flawed from the be-

ginning-notably, the contractual framework which
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won the tender tried to follow a “one solution fits
all sectors” approach, when in fact, the four sectors
targeted have significantly different factory installa-
tions, different mechanisms, and different processes—
and would have benefited far more from customized
solutions for each sector.

The consequences of the botched implementa-
tion are clear to see: its inherent flaws mean that the
long-awaited track and trace system is doing almost
nothing to curb Pakistan’s ever-worsening illicit trade
problem. As the Pakistan Business Council recently
underscored, this failure to address the shadow trade
is an enormous drag on the country’s already unsta-
ble economy.

As Pakistan awaits a fresh tranche of IMF fund-
ing, the failure of its track and trace system to ef-
fectively combeat illicit trade represents a substantial
threat to its economic recovery. The IMF, with its
strict fiscal discipline, is likely to view the ineffective
handling of such a significant portion of the econ-
omy as a highly concerning issue. The inability to
curb illicit trade not only leads to a loss of revenue
and hinders the development of legitimate business-
es, but also undermines investor confidence, a key
prerequisite for Pakistan’s hopes of economic stabili-
zation and growth.

Moreover, the rampant illicit trade exacerbates
the country’s already significant fiscal deficit. With
the informal sector evading taxes, the government’s
ability to generate revenue is severely hampered.
This shortfall in revenue collection directly impacts
Pakistan’s ability to meet the stringent fiscal targets
set by international financial institutions, including
the IMFE. The resultant fiscal imbalance could lead to
further austerity measures, adversely affecting pub-
lic spending on essential services like healthcare and
education, crucial for the country’s long-term devel-
opment.

In Pakistan, however, the
rollout of a track and trace
system has been anything but
smooth stymying the country’s
efforts to curb the illicit trade
procuring the profit of billions
of rupees to the companies
besides factoring evasion of
taxes and duties also running in
billions of rupees

In this context, effective implementation of a
more functional and robust track and trace system is
even more critical. Addressing the country’s rampant
illicit trade problem is not just improving tax reve-
nues; it’s about restoring faith in Pakistan’s econom-
ic governance, attracting investment, and ensuring a
fair playing field for all businesses. The government
must address the various issues plaguing the current
system and consider sector-specific modifications
to make the system more effective. Failure to do so
could have long-lasting implications, potentially de-
railing Pakistan’s economic recovery and its ability
to meet the conditions imposed by key international
partners like the IMFE. n
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vivo Y278 launched in Pakistan —
Redefining style and innovation

ivo, a renowned global technology brandhas

introduced the newest addition to its esteemed
\ } Y series — vivo Y27s. This device stands as a
pinnacle in the smartphone realm,combining

stunning aesthetics, formidable performance, and su-
perior camera capabilities.

vivo

40w FlashCharge + S000M A Battery
Snapdragon 880 Processor

SGE+ BGEExtandod RAM

50 MP Portratt Camera

The Y27s epitomizes excellence, showcasing a
sleek design that seamlessly aligns with its robust
functionality, providing users with an unparalleled
experience. The vibrant and stylish smartphone em-
bodies high-end design, stunning colors, and elegant
shape with an Ultra-Slim Design.

The vivo Y27s combines cutting-edge technolo-
gy with sophisticated design, making it a standout
product. The smartphone is designed to cater to a
wide range of preferences with its sleek curves, and
vibrant hues.

The 2.5D Flat Frame and Ultra Slim Design add
to its elegance, making it a device that is functional
and aesthetically pleasing. The phone is ergonomi-
cally built for a comfortable grip, making every in-
teraction a pleasant experience. The Side-Mounted
Fingerprint Scanner is seamlessly integrated, pro-
viding effortless and secure access to the device with
just a simple touch. This intuitive feature merges

cutting-edge security with user-friendly accessibility,
ensuring peace of mind without compromising us-
ability.

The90Hz refresh rateoffers a smooth transition
and display experience. Powered with44W Flash-
Charge technology, vivo Y27s has a5000mAh large
battery that ensuresusers accomplish more tasks
on their smartphone without any interruptions and
have an efficient mobile experience.

Moreover, the Y27s offers advanced 8GB + 8GB
Extended RAM— providing a seamless and uninter-
rupted user experience. Additionally, the128GB RO-
Mallows users to keep their files and documentson
one device.

The vivo Y27s is powered by the robust Qual-

comm Snapdragon® 680 Processor, which ensures
smooth and efficient performance. The processor en-
hances the overall device performance, making it an
excellent choice for users who demand power and
speed.

Furthermore, vivo Y27s elevates mobile photog-
raphy with its exceptional camera setup. Featuring
an impressive 5S0MP HD Main Camera, it captures
vivid and crystal-clear images. Complementing this
is a 2MP Bokeh Camera — ideal for captivating
portraits with stunning depth-of-field effects.Selfie
enthusiasts benefit from the 8MP HD Front Cam-
era that ensures clear self-portraits. Additionally, the
device boasts Stylish Portrait, Bokeh Flare Portrait,
and Double Exposure features.Whether a pro or
novice, this camera system delivers an unmatched

photography experience, exceeding all expectations.

The Y27s stands as the ultimate fusion of sophis-
tication and functionality, making it an impeccable
choice for any time of the year. vivo, a pioneering
force in the tech realm, continually raises the bar in
inovation, redefining the industry’s standards and
consistently delivering cutting-edge experiences that
captivate and delight users worldwide.

A recap of vivo’s marvellous
journey to 2023!

ith 2023 bidding goodbyes, vivo, a

leading global smartphone brand in

Pakistan has become synonymous

with cutting-edge technology and
innovation. The brand is committed to providing its
users with exceptional innovative smartphones that-
capture industry-leading technology features, all de-
signed with a focus on customer needs.

With a workforce that dedicates most of its time
to research and development, vivo conducts exten-
sive market research and studies to comprehend
consumer behaviour and trends better. This helps the
company deliver customized solutions that cater to
the evolving aspirations of young consumers, mak-
ing vivo a leading player in the market.

Recapping 2023, here are vivo'’s notable accom-
plishments:

vivo started the year with great zeal by introduc-
ing Babar Azam as the brand ambassador for its latest
V Series smartphones — vivo V25 5G and vivo V25e
5G. The association with the renowned personality
helped bolster the brand’s image, and created a buzz

among the younger generation, making vivo the pre-
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ferred choice among the tech-savvy brands in the
country. Fostering the relationship, the association
continued for the V27e, V29 5G and V29e 5G series.

-

s

vivo achieved a significant milestone this year
as the Official Exclusive Supplier of Mobile Phones
for the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou, China.
The partnership with the Hangzhou Asian Games
demonstrated how technology can enhance the
sporting experience to new levels. Through this part-
nership, vivo showcased its professional imaging
technology and ultimate esports experience, which
strengthened its position in the industry. This grand
occasion helped promote the unity of sports and cel-
ebrate its spirit. This year has been exceptional for
vivo as it proudly celebrated its 6th anniversary in
Pakistan. It is a testament to the unwavering support
and commitment that has propelled its growth in the
region.

In 2023, the brand achieved another significant
milestone as it was announced as the official partner
and smartphone provider for UEFA EURO 2024.
Through this partnership, vivo will get an opportuni-
ty to showcase its advanced smartphone technology
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on a global football platform and engage with fans
through exclusive brand moments and experienc-
es. vivo collaborated closely with UEFA to connect
with football fans worldwide. As part of the part-
nership, vivo equipped the UEFA EURO 2024 staff
with its flagship smartphones to ensure the success
of the event. This year vivo continued its commit-
ment to innovation and pushing boundaries by in-
troducing several smartphones in Pakistan, such as
Y73, Y36, Y27, Y17s, Y02t, V27 5G, V29 5G and
V29e 5@G. These smartphones were highly successful
in the region thanks to their distinctive and excep-
tional features. Consumers have been impressed by
the technological advancements in the V series with
the launch of V29 5G and V29e 5G. These recently
launched smartphones have already garnered much
love from Pakistani fans.

For years to come, vivo is committed to contin-
1ue providing Pakistani consumers with smartphones
that are both innovative and visually appealing along
with delivering cutting-edge features and impeccable
performance that synergies with their ever-changing
smartphone requirements. =
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Pushing boundaries and shaping the future:
vivo's commitment to innovation in Pakistan

Lahore: The time of the
year has come when we revisit
our journey and celebrate the
significant events. From intro-
ducing products that resonate
with the ever-evolving needs
of consumers to making
global milestones, the year
stood out as a pivotal chapter
in vivo's narrative—a tale of
strategic brilliance that not
only wuplifted the brand's
image but firmly established
its dominance in the Pakistani
market.

Amid dynamic product
launches and celebrating its
6th anniversary in the region,
vivo's commitment to innova-
tion and consumer satisfac-
tion remained unchanged. As
vivo celebrated its 6th anniver-
sary in Pakistan, it was more
than just a number; it was a
heartfelt expression of grati-
tude towards the unwavering
support of local consumers.

Throughout the year, vivo
showcased its ingenuity by in-

troducing a diverse range of
smartphones, including the
high-end V series with the ad-
dition of V27e, V29 5G, and
V29e 5G and beloved Y series

V29e 5G, both members of
the V Series, garnered acclaim
for their cutting-edge features,
setting new benchmarks in the
smartphone industry. Reflect-

with the addition of Y73,
Y36, Y27, Y17s, YO2t. Each
of these devices was intri-
cately designed to align with
the specific preferences of
Pakistani consumers, gaining
significant popularity thanks
to their distinctive features
and incredible technological
advancements.

Notably, the V29 5G and

ing on the past yeat, vivo reaf-
firmed its commitment to
providing Pakistani con-
sumers with smartphones that
transcend the conventional,
offering not only innovative
and visually appealing designs
but also cutting-edge features
and exceptional performance.

The launch of the V29 5G,
featuring the innovative Smart

Aura Light Portrait, serves as
a clear demonstration of
vivo's commitment to enhanc-
ing the overall user experi-
ence.This commitment aligns
seamlessly with vivo's overar-
ching philosophy—the Ben-
fen philosophy. This guiding
principle emphasizes the im-
portance of doing the right
thing and doing it right. In
practical terms, it places con-
sumer satisfaction at the fore-
front, prioritizing it over mere
sales figures. For vivo, creat-
ing a holistic and gratifying
user experience is not just a
business strategy but a core
belief embedded in their ap-
proach to smartphone devel-
opment and customer
relations.

As vivo steps into 2024,
the company remains stead-
fast in its dedication to shap-
ing the future of technology
in Pakistan. The focus ex-
tends beyond delivering state-
of-the-art products to creating

a complete technological
ecosystem that enriches the
daily lives of consumers.
With a remarkable track
record of innovation and a
commitment to customer-
centric values, vivo is poised
to introduce even more note-
worthy and potentially influ-
ential smartphones that will
captivate the Pakistani market
in the coming year.

Looking ahead, it is evi-
dent that the brand is geared
up to bring more revolution-
ary technology to the people
of Pakistan. vivo's capacity to
adapt to the ever-changing
technological terrain, along
with its commitment to ad-
dressing the needs of Pak-
istani consumers, positions it
as a dynamic force in the mar-
ket. The anticipation for what
vivo has in store adds to the
excitement, making it a brand
to watch out for in the contin-
uously evolving landscape of
technological innovation.=

Ufone 4G & Huawei successfully deployed the
world’s first microwave super hub

Islamabad: In a ground-
breaking collaboration, Ufone
4G and Huawei have unveiled
commercial deployment of
world’s first Microwave Su-
perHub solution, showcas-
mgHuawet's innovative
feature of intelligent dynamic
power control at large traffic
hub sites.

The genesis of the Super
Hub stems from the chal-
lenges associated with the
dense link deployment at hub
sites driven by ever growing
cellular backhaul demands,
the scarcity of existing spec-
trum resources and the com-
plexities involved 1n acquiring
& maintaining new frequency
bands / equipment, all of

which led to challenges in
high degree of spectrum reuse
and scalability.

This cutting-edge solution
significantly enhances spec-
tral efficiency by allowing for
the reuse of the same fre-
quency at a remarkable 20°
separation: a phenomenal im-
provement over the existing
industry standard of 90° sep-
aration. With this closer spa-
tial reuse of same frequency
channel, Super Hub drasti-
cally improves spectrum effi-
ciency more than 4 times at
aggregation sites.

Through meticulous joint
testing and  verification,
Ufone 4G and its strategic
partner Huawei achieved out-

standing results. Notably, the
SuperHub solution saved 50%
of the spectrum, optimizing
link interference at Hub sites

2

HUAWEI

by 100%, meanwhile all the
KPIs were observed stable as
per the design requirements.
Jafar Khalid, Group Chief
Technology and Information
Officer, PTCL& Ufone 4G ex-
pressed confidence in the Su-

perHub's capabilities, stat-
ing:"Weare proud to have suc-
cessfullydeployedthe world's
first Super Hub solution in

our mobile network and hav-
ing achieved excellent results.
We believe this innovative so-
lution will help Ufone 4Gre-
lease more capacity from
existing spectrum resources to
meet the exponential increase

in mobile backhaul demand
triggered by the data explo-
sion our industry is embrac-
ingﬂ

This strategic deployment
of the Super Hub aligns seam-
lessly with Ufone 4G's com-
mitment to  continually
pursuepushing the boundaries
of technological innovation,
ensuring that it stays at the
forefront of delivering unpar-
alleled services to its ever-
growing customer base. As
the telecommunications land-
scape evolves, the Super Hub
stands as a testament to the
power of collaboration and
innovation, propelling the in-
dustry towards new heights of
efficiency and performance.=

Mobilink Bank closes 2023 with 41% increase in MSME disbursements

Islamabad: Mobilink Bank
stood out for its commitment to
empowering Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs), constituting a signif-
icant 36% of its total loan port-
folio and a noteworthy MSME
Growth (YoY) of 41% in 2023.
The Bank strongly advocates
for social mobility, especially in
empowering MSMEs and
women across remote rural re-
gions, offering tailored finan-
cial products and services.
Mobilink Bank's inclusive loan
offerings are pivotal in bringing
about positive transformations
within communities nation-
wide. In a dedicated effort to

address the gender-specific im-
pacts of natural disasters driven

MobilinkBank
by climate change, the Bank
has allocated PKR 1.7 billion
to climate financing. Mobilink
Bank is part of the VEON
group, a global digital operator
that provides converged con-
nectivity and digital services to
nearly 160 million customers in
six dynamic markets that are
home to 7% of the world's pop-

ulation.

In November 2023, Mo-
bilink Banks showcased robust
financial performance, with the
MSME Gross Loan Portfolio
(GLP) contributing PKR
24,395 Mn out of the total
GLP of PKR 66,893 Mn. The
impressive 84% increase in de-
posits since the end of 2022, to-
taling PKR 119,122 Mn, was
driven by the growth of core
and branchless banking de-
posits. Core deposits expanded
by 58,999 Mn, while branch-
less banking deposits experi-
enced an increase of 46%,
reaching 60,123 Mn.

President and CEO of Mo-

bilink  Bank, Ghazanfar
Azzam, expressed his satisfac-
tion with the extraordinary im-
pact created by Mobilink Bank
and resolved to enhance it
manifolds.

"We have experienced a ful-
filling year, reinforcing our ex-
isting business verticals and
venturing into new areas to am-
plify our impact," shared Ghaz-
anfar Azzam. "Our ambitious
development vision for the next
three years i1s geared towards
increasing our female customer
base and expanding the reach
of our climate finance pro-
gram, promoting economic
and environmental sustainabil-

1ty.

He further expressed, “At
Mobilink Bank, gender equity
and sustainability will remain
focal points as we enter New
Year 2024. We believe an equi-
table and environmentally re-
sponsible business approach
can generate shared value for
businesses and the community.
We eagerly anticipate advanc-
ing this inclusive growth strat-
egy through collaboration with
SBP and other key players in
the financial industry. Our
commitment to delivering the
highest user experience and sat-
isfaction level persists through-
out this year and beyond.”=
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Remarkable increase of ICT exports by
22.67% in December 2023: Dr. Umar Saif

Islamabad: ICT export re-
mittances have increased by
US$ 64 million (8.99%) to
US$ 1.455 billion during July
to December 2023 of
FY2023-24 in comparison to
US$ 1.335 billion reported for
the same period last year. Ef-
forts of Minister of IT &
Telecommunication Dr.
Umar Saif in close coordina-
tion with Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC)
on improving ease of doing
business environment 1s build-
ing IT Industry's confidence,
resulting in an increase in IT
& ITeS export remittance re-
ceipts.

In the month of Decem-
ber, 2023 ICT services export
remittances surged to US$
303 million, an astounding in-
crease 22.67% in comparison
to US$ 247 million in Decem-
ber 2022.

In comparison to previous
month of November 2023,

ICT services export remit-
tances have increased by US$
44 million in December, 2023,

a month to month increase of
16.99% .

Trade surplus of US$H
1.251 billion, highest in all
Services (85.98% of total ICT

export remittances) has been
realized by the IT & ITeS In-

dustry during July to Decem-
ber 2023 of FY2023-24, an in-
crease of 7.11% as compared
to trade surplus of US$ 1.168
billion during the same period
last year. Whereas, the Serv-
ices sector has overall
recorded trade deficit of US$
1.43 billion during July-De-
cember 2023 of FY2023-24.
ICT sector exports of US$
1.455 billion are the highest
among all Services (38.64%
of total export of services)
with 'Other Business Services'
trailing at US$ 785 million.
Pakistan’s IT sector has
the most potential with its
huge bulge of youth, limited
other economic opportunities
and increasing digital skills.
Several governments have put
efforts to increase the ICT ex-
ports of the country. How-
ever, there 1s serious issue of
consistent policies for imple-
menting the long term export
oriented ICT agenda, =

Zong 4G’s digital transformation gets major boost
with CMMI maturity level 3 appraisal

Islamabad: Pakistan’s lead-
ing telecom operator Zong 4G
celebrates the attainment of
Maturity Level 3 (ML3) of the
prestigious Capability Matu-
rity  Model Integration
(CMMI) by ISACA.

CMMI is a well-recog-
nized framework for enhanc-
ing software development
practices The CMMI Maturity
Level Appraisal represents a
validated collection of best
global practices that urge or-
ganizations to establish and
measure essential capabilities,
addressing prevalent business
challenges. It aims at empow-
ering organizations to consis-
tently deliver high-quality
products.

By delivering consistent,
high-quality software solu-

tions, Zong 1s establishing it-
self as a leader in the digital
landscape. This achievement
marks a benchmark for Zong’s

processes. The company ac-
tively invests in nurturing its
talent pool, fostering a culture
of innovation, and embracing

| and
| CMMI Maturity Level 3 ap-

lution.

Appreciating this accom-
plishment, the official
Spokesperson for Zong 4G
stated, ‘This recent achieve-
ment 1s an outcome of the ex-
ceptional hard work and
dedication exhibited by Zong
4G’s team to ensure the en-
hancement of digital technol-
ogy in Pakistan. We are
confident in our capability to
provide world-class software
services and solutions always,
the acquirement of

praisal further demonstrates

sl the organization’s future objec-

digital journey and will also
enhance its competitive edge.
Zong's commitment to excel-
lence extends beyond internal

cutting-edge
This unwavering dedication
positions Zong as a driving
force in Pakistan’s digital revo-

technologies.

B tives. This appraisal will open

doors to many new and excep-
tional opportunities for Zong
4G and we are looking for-
ward to that.m

UVAS signs MoU with ZTBL to uplift livelihood of
livestock farmer

Lahore: The University of
Veterinary and Animal Sciences
(UVAS) Lahore signed a mem-
orandum of understanding with
Zarai Taraqiati Bank Limited
(ZTBL) to promote livestock de-
velopment in the country along
with uplifting the livelihood of
the farming community with
the dissemination of knowledge
about the latest agriculture tech-
nologies/techniques and latest
farm practices to enhance live-
stock production & farmers
profitability.

Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr.
Nasim Ahmad (SI), Dean Fac-
ulty of Animal Production &

MU Signing Ceremony* |

and
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Technology Prof Dr. Saima
from UVAS and

President/CEO (ZTBL) Tahir
Yaqoob Bhatti and Head Plan-
ning Research & Technology
Division Tarig Mahmood from
Zarai Taraqgiati Bank signed the

- H
T J

g Limited
(?_TBE

MoU in a ceremony held at
City Campus while Chairper-
son Department of Dairy Tech-
nology Dr. Saima Inayet, Dr.
Muhammad Junaid and UVAS
faculty members & administra-
tive officer and officials from

(ZTBL) attended the ceremony.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prof Dr. Nasim Ahmed said
that this cooperation will be
beneficial for the livestock farm-
ing community not only to in-
crease their livestock production
but for enhance their profitabil-
ity. Tahir Yaqoob Bhatti spoke
about the objectives of ZTBL to
promote the livestock sector and
provide loans, guidance, and ad-
visory services regarding farm
practices to boost the profitabil-
ity of the farming community in
the country and the livestock
sector playing a vital role in the
national GDP.m
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Jeddah Tower to
surpass Burj Khal-
ifa as world’s
tallest building

Jeddah: In a ground-break-
ing feat of architectural ambi-
tion, Saudi Arabia is on the
verge of reshaping skylines
with the construction of the
Jeddah Tower, also known as
Kingdom Tower. Set to surpass
the Burj Khalifa, currently
holding the title of the world’s
tallest structure at 828 meters
since 2010, the Jeddah Tower
is poised to soar to unprece-
dented heights, exceeding
1,000 meters.

Crafted by the Jeddah Eco-

nomic Company, this monu- §

mental project is not merely a
towering structure but a versa-
tile complex. Envisioned to
house offices, upscale condo-
miniums, serviced apartments,
and opulent homes, the Jed-
dah Tower stands as a testa-
ment to modern architectural
marvels.

After a five-year hiatus,
construction on this $20 bil-
lion mega-project resumed in
2023, capturing global atten-
tion. Nestled in north Jed-
dah, this colossal undertaking
promises to transform the

city’s skyline upon comple-
tion. The anticipation sur- |

rounding the Jeddah Tower is
intensified by its potential to
outshine the Burj Khalifa in
both scale and amenities. =

Microsoft briefly
beats Apple as the
most valuable corpo-
ration in the world

Washington:
briefly surpassed Apple as the
world’s most valuable corpora-
tion, for the first time since
2021, after the iPhone maker's
shares began the year poorly
due to mounting demand
fears.

Microsoft’s  stock has
gained dramatically since last
year, thanks to the company’s
early lead in generative artifi-
cial intelligence via an invest-
ment in ChatGPT-maker
OpenAl =

TikTok Creator
Awards celebrate
#YearOnTikTok in

Pakistan

Islamabad: Like previous
year, TikTok marked the end of
the year with an immersive
spectacle event — Year on Tik-
Tok 2023 and welcome new
year in Lahore. The event
marked a celebration of com-
munity, creativity, and self-ex-
pression where TikTok
celebrated its Pakistani creator
community, top videos and
trends of the year with the end
of year Creator Awards and ex-
citing performances. =
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\WIFI CALLING FOR THE FIRST TIME IN PAKISTAN
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Business News Magazine

Free download:

flare.pk

HBL, Visa announce winners of first edition of
She’s Next Program Iin Pakistan

Islamabad: Visa, a world
leader in digital payments,
together with HBL, Pak-
istan’s leading bank, an-
nounced five winners of
Pakistan’s inaugural edition
of the She's Next program,
Visa's global platform dedi-
cated to supporting women
in their efforts to fund, run
and grow their small busi-
nesses.

Winners included Ziana
Sakhia, CEO & Cofounder
of Bechlo, Sadaf Rehman,
Cofounder of CodeSchool,
Rida Zainab, Cofounder of
Porter Pakistan, and Ayesha
Awan, Cofounder of Social-
Blu. The program also in-

cluded a People’s Favorite
award, where members of
the public voted online for

VISA  1HDBL

their favorite finalist, Hira
Javaid, CEO of Foster
Learning.

WINNERS

Winner

10,000 uso 6.0n
T,

Winners were chosen
from a pool of almost 2,500
applicants from a range of
sectors including textiles, ed-
ucation, food and beverage,
professional services, beauty,
and wellness within Pak-
istan.

The five winning woman-
owned small businesses re-
ceived a US$10,000 grant
each, along with a tailored
training program by Katalyst
Labs, and access to the She's
Next Club where they will
have access to multiple re-
sources including a work-
shop library and a
community of entrepreneurs
for mentorship.

A jury evaluated entries
based on the progression of the
applicant’s  entrepreneurial
journey, the robustness of their
business metrics, their digital
presence; and demonstrated
ability to confidently solve
problems. The members of the
jury included: Carl Manlan,
Visa’s Vice President for Social
Impact in Central Europe,
Middle East and Africa
(CEMEA), Maya Inayat Is-
mail, Chief of Staff to the
Chairman and Chairperson,
Sustainability Forum — HBL,
Aatif Awan, Founder and
Managing Partner of Indus
Valley Capital and Sheema
Sultan, CEO of Core Gym .=

EFU Life partners with Mindshare to drive
digital transformation

Karachi: Mindshare has

municates the benefits and im-

gaging with potential and ex-

Millat Tractors Vendors Confer-
ence 2024 held

Lahore: Celebrating their en-

Chairman Millat Group

partnered with EFU Life, a
leading life insurance and fam-

portance of life insurance and
financial well-being.

isting customers, and tapping
into new segments is a key
part of EFU Life's strategy.
With this partnership, our goal

Sikandar Mustafa Khan and
CEOQ Millat Tractors Ltd., Ra-
heel Asghar congratulated all

gineering success, Millat Tractor
Limited hosted a grand "Vendors
Conference 2024"at Faletti’s
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ily takaful provider, to drive
the brand’s digital marketing
strategy. This collaboration
aims to introduce a data-dri-
ven media approach that com-

TCL introduces
XL Collection

Lahore: TCL proudly pres-
ents the much-anticipated XL
Collection—a range of TVs
spanning from 75 to 98 inches.
This collection is strategically
tailored to captivate a diverse

audience, including avid
gamers, sports enthusiasts,
those who love hosting grand
parties, and individuals with a
penchant for an opulent
lifestyle. Majid Khan Niazi,
TCL Pakistan Head Of Mar-
keting, passionately states,
“The TCL XL Collection tran-
scends beyond mere screen
sizes; it's a journey into immer-
sive home entertainment.
These TVs redefine the bound-
aries of what's possible, deliver-
ing an unparalleled experience
at irresistible prices.”s

Mohammed Ali Ahmed,
CEO & MD EFU Life, ex-
pressing his thoughts on the
partnership said, ‘Leveraging
on all digital channels for en-

is to leverage the media expert-
ise of Mindshare to curate ef-
fective communication and
use data to enhance the impact
of our outreach.”

Amna Khatib Paracha,
CDO of GroupM & MD of
Mindshare, added, ‘At

GroupM, we believe in bring- §

ing data upfront into our
strategies and tailoring the
communication based on the
needs of businesses and audi-
ences. With EFU’s market ap-
proach and Mindshare’s
media expertise, we aim to el-
evate the online presence of
the insurance industry.” s

Hotel, Lahore recently. The topic

of this conference was "60 Years
of Growing Together".

With guidance of MTL,
these vendors are manufactur-
ing auto parts of international
quality in Pakistan.

Standard Chartered to digitise Haier
Pakistan’s value-chain

Karachi: Standard Char-
tered Pakistan and Haier Pak-
istan have recently signed a
strategic agreement to digitise

providing Haier Pakistan with
an API-based service for real
time collection notifications
which would allow them to re-

Haier Pakistan's value-chain
and optimise their cash flows.
Standard Chartered will trans-
form Haier Pakistan’s paper-
based payments to a virtual
account solution for their 1300
dealers; Enabling them to make
real-time, round the clock pay-
ments digitally. The Bank is also

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

lease appliances/goods to their
dealers instantly and enable
their dealers to immediately ob-
tain incentives of early pay-
ments.

Present at the signing cere-
mony were Shiraz Hyder,
Head of Transaction Banking
and Ali Haider Zaidi, Head of

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Global Subsidiaries from Stan-
dard Chartered Pakistan. Feng
Xianfa, Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Zhang Hao, Chief Finan-
cial Officer, and Mohammad
Faraz Khan, Director Finance
joined the ceremony from
Haier Pakistan.

Arslan Nayeem, Head of
Client Coverage — Corporate
Commercial and Institutional
Banking (CCIB) for Standard
Chartered Pakistan said, “We
are committed to working
closely with our clients to raise
the bar on industry standards
and empower them as we
bank the business models of
the future. As we continue to
invest in our digital platforms
to collaborate with clients like
Haier Pakistan, providing
them with smart digital solu-
tions to solve real-time prob-
lems, we live up to our global
commitment to be Here for
Good.”=

the vendors for their efforts,

dedication and improvement in
quality which resulted in the
success of Millat Tractor Ltd.,
not only in Pakistan but in
many global export markets
as well.m

Jubilee Life In-
surance cele-
brates its first
batch of “Tech
Graduates’

Karachi: Jubilee Life Insur-
ance hosted a graduation cere-
mony at Beach Luxury Hotel
Karachi to celebrate its first
batch of “Tech Graduates’ the
term specifying Tech Manage-
ment Trainees onboarded by
the organization. The event
marks the culmination of a
year-long journey for these tal-
ented individuals who, having
started as  Management
Trainees, are now poised to
take up roles within the com-
pany in various capacities.m
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P o 16MP
Cairicra 50+2MP
. RAM & ROM
8GB+128GB
Charging 44W FlashCharge

vivo V29e 5G

= Front Camera:50MP
Rear Camera:64+8MP
4800mAh
36B+256G8
44W Flash Charge

vivo Y17s

Display 6.56"
; — Front Camera:8MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP
Battery 5000mAh
RAM & ROM
Mem.ory 4GB+128GB
' 6GB+128GB
Charging 15W

vivo V29 5G

Front Camera:50MP
Rear Camera:50+8+2MP
4600mAh
125525608
80W Flash Charge

vivo Y27

6.64"

Front Camera:8MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP

‘Battery

5000mAh

RAM & ROM
6GB+128GB

Camera
|Baitory

44W Fast Charge

vivo YO2t

6.51"

— Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera:8MP
5000mAh
L
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IPHONE 14 PRO MAX 256GB

OPPO A58
Rs:5,65,999
| R
E OopPpPo
> T=RRM Dimensions: 160.7 x 77.6 P P
= 20 X 7.9 mm Weight: 240 g
= FHD+ Sunlight Display 33W SUPERVOOGm
n_ Z S50MP Al Cameara Dual Stereo Speakers
i 1 6.7 Inches LTPO Super Retina
A XDR OLED, 120Hz, HDR10 AvaiabioNow
=2
= E Front: 12 MP, /1.8, 23mm (wide) Main : 48 MP
— . — Camara 118, 24mm (wide) + 12 MP, 2.8, TTmm
cc:/': = {telephoto) + 12 MP2.2, 13mm, 120° {uftrawide)
[ g 4323 mAh (Li-ion Non removable)
O Fast Charging Wired, 50% in
- — 30 min (advertised) 15W
[— "'u_ wireless (MagSafe)7.5W wireless (Qi)|
=2
L RAM 6 GB
(o B e
= O
j iz Face ID, accelerometer, gyro,
=T proximity, compass, barometer 4
(35} Ultra Wideband (UWB) support 3
= J =
Oppo A77
Rs. 69,999
\
_  Chipset: MediaTek MT6765G H O N o R x é
; , Helio G35 CPU: Octa-core
(4 x 2.3 GHz Cortex-A53 + 4 x
1.8 GHz Cortex-A53) S0MP 5000mAh Expandable Storage
Triple Camera | Battery Up to 1TB

99

1 4GB | 64GB 4GB | 128G8B
Dlsplay Capacitive Touchscreen I I
rkir. 40,9 rkr. 46,999

Front: 8 MP, /2.0, 26mm (wide) ‘~—-—£—.-

Camara , Back: Dual Camera: 50 MP,
fi1.8, (wide), PDAF + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth)

N 5000 mAh
Battery (Li-Po non removable)

\[[El61a] RAM&ROM 4GB + 128GB

33W Fast Charging .
S /
et Redmi 12(8GB+128GB)
Rs. 36,999
N
=66 160.8 x78.1 X 7.7 mm @

Redmi 12 (scB+128GB)

— Rs.39,999

(% 11P53 dust and splash resistant

=% | MediaTek Helio G88

| Front Camera 5MP Rare
Camera 50MP+2MP

5000mAh

L.
N
—
—_—
s )
—3
o
m—
[ —
)
(-
I
=

/=l (o1al RAM&ROM 4GB + 64GB

10w
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Realme 9 Pro Plus

Rs. 96,999

Octa-core {2x2.5 GHz Cortex
-AT8 & 6x2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

Chipset Mediatek Dimensity 920, CPU.

6.4" Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front; 16 MP, 2.4, 27Tmm (wide)

. 113.08", 1.0um Main: Triple
Camera 50 MP, f/1.8, 24mm (wide),
1/1.56", PDAF, OIS + 8 MP, 2.2, 18mm
{ultrawide), 1/4.0° + 2 MP, f/2.4, (macro)

4500 mAh

RAM 8GB ROM 128 GB

A0

646B+86B*

k4GB* Extended RAM

o 4000mAR Battery

® Tope-C Charger

7 6.4"HD+

{'i] Waterdrop Display

"a” Fingerprint &

=] FaceUnlock

G AR

Rs.19,999

RS. 1'2,350

Realme C25Y
Rs. 27,999

] Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Kryo
Processor 670 + 4% 1.8 GHz Kryo 670)

6.5" IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Dare t Leap.

Front Camera 8 MP, /2.0, 26mm
(wide) Rare Camera Triple

: 50 MP, 1.8, 26mm (wide), PDAF
+ 2 MP, fi24, (macro) + 2 MP. 2.4, (depth)

5000mAh

RAM & ROM 4GB + 64GB

Nokia C21

All-day battery life'
2 years of security updates’
Big and bright display

NOKLA

© © @ 8 ©

6.5" HD# V-notch REAR BMP GB  Fingerprint 2 years of
FRONT 5MP ROM 32GB Senszor security updates

a § @ @ / ADVANCETELECOM @ www.advancetelecom.com.pk

‘ @, . CRALM E'm #QualitylsOurPrioriy 6
TAa

AR Y

JLTRA Elligs
MAKE YOWSMABRT & SLIN Ultra slim
o X

/ Rs/- 2,900

cl B B U &8 8

DUAL SIM 144 DISPLAY HD .K:AJ'\O]ER_A 1,200 mAh  INTERNET AV DI..AY‘Eﬂ BT DIALER
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Dcode Cypher Dcode Cygnal 2
Rs:51,999 Rs:25,999
P N v e, )
= o
5 s B
= Octa Core 2.0 Ghz, [ A Quad Core 2.0 Ghz
=T MediaTek Helio P60 T b % Mediatek Helio A22
m Z ' “".. i ._Z_I
— = & &" "o
L % Disolay 6.55 Inches IPS LCD ‘.'..0' S 6.52" IPS LCD
E LLd Ui play Capacitive Touchscreen » . B Capacitive Touchscreen
= android
&=
o A~ Sy | Front 8 MP, Main Triple .
e % ReCIEEN Camera: 48 WP+ 8P+ 2 MP SEUIGEN  FrOriSMP Mein 13MP
==
= &
s L 4050mAh 5000mAh
LA —
o B
=0
g e RAM 8GB ROM 128GB 1=yl RAM 3GB ROM 64GB
o }
= J J
=
Redmi A2+ Itel S23
3 S238
Redmi A2+ Super Smooth and 11 Tl
3GB + 64GB| Rs.19,999 ) e -
128+16(8+8)GB Super-clear Camera
)UAL CAMERA SYSTEM 22 . =]
w‘ |
5000mAh Big Battery MNew Ceolor Changing Design
| = : = 4
P0Hz itel OS5 B.& 6.6 HD+
£ High Relresh Rale Walerdrop Fullscreen
E—
el } Nokia 105 Plus 2023
Z Take on everyday life
: and look good doing it &
—— Big, Bold &
L]
) Beautiful
= B 2'4l'l' LCD
= Big Display
o R Wireless FM
8 2000 Contacts
- Dual SIM Slot
z @ 1000mAh
L | Battery
W& King Talker
¥ Digital Camera
Upto 14 hrs / 18 days MicrosD card Wireless FM radio Storage for up to l:il.lm Rsz’m
Talk f standby time support up to 3268 no headset required 2000 contacts smcnemoemairss . #EnjnyBetterLife
o § @ @ / ADVANCETELECOM @& www.advancetelecom.com.pk m e &’555% o ®
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AVAILABLE NOW

““WITH STELLAR FEATURES

G'FIVE

Samsung Galaxy A14
Rs. 56,999

Octa-core (4 x 2.0 GHz
Cortex-A55 +4 x 2.0
GHz Cortex-A55)

— ' 6.6" PLS LCD Capacitive
DISp Iay Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch

Front: 13 MP, fi2.0, (wide),
| Main : Triple Camera: 50 MP, /1.8
|, (wide), PDAF + 5 MP, f12.2, (ultrawide)
+2 MP, fi2.4, (macro),

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable),

Battery

S0 RAM 4GB ROM 128GB

Hello Tech G6
Rs. 2,125

HELL® TECH | Flx.

FNTERPAISES

Huawei Mate 20 PRO
Rs. 119,999

HiSilicon Kirin 980 (7 nm)
CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.6 Ghz
Corlex-A76 + 2 x 1.92 GHz Cortex
-AT76 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

Processor

6.4 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 24 MP, /2.0, 26mm (wide)
Back : Triple Camera 40 MP,
(fr1.8, 27mm (wide), + 20 MP (B/W,

fi2.2, 16mm (wide),+ & MP, (/2.4 B0mm (felephoto)

4200mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

=il RAMBGB ROM 128GB

&

INDVI
Technolocies

HONOR

HONOR X5

5000mah Large Battery | 6.5" HONOR FullView Display
O<ta-core Processor | Expandable Storage

oxz. 19,999

Samsung Galaxy A04
Rs. 31,499

Chipset: MediaTek Helio, CPU:
Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz + 4 x 1.8 GHz)

™: | 6.5 Inches PLS LCD
R DISplay Capacitive Touchscreen
{. {
e/
Front: 5 MP, Back: Dual
Psopweg.;‘fg'l, Camera 50 MP, /1.8,
" (wide), AF + 2 MP, f/2 4, (depth),
85 Dual sim
5000mAh
(] 18 inch Dispiay (Li-Po Non removable)
1200man
RAM 3GB
ROM 32GB
FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | r202482156.2023.4515

NOISNILYNIGNOILIINNOD#

=
1
D
=
—
S
_—
[ =]
o |
o
-
—
==
rm
.
-]
(P
—_
— |
=
rm
—
-
- —1
(7]
—
=
—_—




Infinix Hot 30
Rs.37,999

7 Chipset: MediaTek Helio G88 CPU @
: Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A75

+ 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)
Redmi 13C

6.78 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Smooth 6.74" 90Hz Display D

Front: 8 MP, Back: 50 MP, /= 50MP Al triple camera
/1.6, (wide), 1/2.55", ~ _
AF 0.08 MP, (depth)

-1l Rs.32,999

5000 mAh
(Li-ion Non removable)

RAM 8GB ROM 128GB

HCONNECTIONBINATENSION

33W Fast Charging
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Infinix Zero 30
Rs. 64,999

ILE PHONE #magicpro
WANUFACTURER. P

Chipset: Mediatek MTB8781 Helio
G989 (Bnm), CPU: Octa-core
(2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-A76 + 6 x
2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.78 Inches 3D
Curved AMOLED Display

Front: 50 MP, /2.5, (wide),

| Back: Triple Camera 108 MP, f/
< 1.7, (wide), 2 MP, /2.4, 2 MP, f/2.4

5000 mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

o] rRAMBGE ROM 256GB

GET READY T0 MAKE

A YOUR WORLD MORE
|-__||— Mﬂl%lﬂﬂﬂ:&!’- 45W Fast Charging
N_ . W & [@ § aGFIVEPAK Q‘ﬁ-.r.
N~ )
H Redmf. Note 12 VGO TEL New 12
w- Rs. 15,999
_— h
[ S—] -
H Quad-Core 2.0GH
| @il ) | Iftedml Note 12 GPU: GEB300
- ’ Unbeatable Smooth Experience
= '8GB+128GB | Rs.47,499 )
z Front: 16MP  Back : Triple
h Camera 50 MP, 7/1.6, {wide)
z , PDAF + 2 MP, fi2.4, (depth) + QVGA
| —
5000mAh built-in
S— 2GB RAM + 1GB
/| Extended RAM 64GB ROM
%
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TECNO CAMON 20 Tecno Spark 8C
Rs:44,999 Rs:36,999

Mediatek MT6789Z Helio G85,
CPU : Octa-core (2x2.0 GHz
= Cortex-AT5 & 6x1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

Chipset: Unisoc T606 (12 nm)
CPU: Octa-core (2x1.6 GHz
Cortex-AT5 & 6x1.6 GHz Corlex-A55)

6.67 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

6.6 inches
IPS LCD, 90Hz

Front: 32MP Back : Triple

Camera 64 MP, /1.7, 26mm

(wide), 1/1.7", PDAF + 2 MP,
ff2.4, (depth) + QVG

Front: 8MP Main: Dual
Camera 13 MP, /1.8,
27mm (wide) + QVGA

5000mAh

(Li-Po Non removable)

5000mAh

(Li-Po Non removable)

3 256GB 128 GB
; RAM 8GB RAM 4GB
i)
33W Fast Charging 10W
. A
Tecno Pova 5 Pro Tecno Phantom V Flip
Rs:52,999 Rs:199, 999
Chipset: Mediatek Dimensity 8 Chipset: Mediatek Dimansity 8050 (6 nm)
6080 (6 nm), CPU; Octa-core ——— , CPU: Octa-core (1% 3.0 GHz
(2x24 GH}z Cortex-A76 + 6 P mCESSOr | Cortex-A78 +3x2.6 GHz Cortex-A78
% 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55) ' +42.0 GHz Cortex-A55)
] 6.78 Inches IPS LCD 6.9 Inches, Foldable LTPO
| DlSp|ay Capacitive Touchscreen AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: 16 MP, Back: Dual Eront: 32 MP, /2.5, 24mm (wide)
Camera: 50 MP, (wide), . & (1/2.8", PDAF, Main: Dual Camera
PDAF + 0.08 MP, (depth) i DAY + 13 WP 12, (arawlde), /3", POAF
5000 mAh 4000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable) (Li-Po Non removable)
RAM 8GB RAM 6GB
ROM 256GB ROM 128GB
68W Fast Charging 45W Fast Charging
4 s
Samsung Z Flip 5 S22 ULTRA SAMSUNG
i A e Rs:424,999
R k!

Chipset: Qualcomm SMB550-AB Snapdragon Octa-core (1 x 3.00 GHz Cortex-X2
| 8Gen2 (4nmj, CPU: Octa-core {1x3.2 Ghz
| Cortex3 +2 x 2.8 GHz Cortex-AT15 + 2 2.8 +3x2.40 GHz Cortex-AT10
" GHz Cortex-AT10 & 3x2.0 GHz Cortex-AS10) +4.% 1.70 GHz Cortex-A510)

6.7 Inches Foldable
Dynamic AMOLED 2X
Capacitive Touchscreen

6.8 Inches Dynamic AMOLED
2X Capacitive Touchscreen
, 1B Colors, Multitouch

Front: 40 MP, 1/2.2, 26mm (wids)
. Main : Quad Camera 108 MP,
1M1.8, 24mm (wide), + 10 MP, {49
, 230mm (periscope telephota), + 10 MP,
fi2.4, T0mm (telephoto),+
12 MP, 2.2, 13mm, (ultrawida),

Front: 10 MP, /2.2, 23mm (wide), Main|
: : Dual Camera 12 MP, /1.8, 24mm
(wide), 1/1.76", 1.8um, Dual Pixel
PDAF, OIS 12 MP, /2.2, 123" (ultrawide)

NOISNILYNIGNOILIINNOD#

3700mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

=
—
D
]
—
S
_—
[ =]
e |
[ =]
=
—
==
rm
.
=
(=)
—
— |
=
rm
—
-
. —1
R
(7]
—
=
—_—

RAM 8GB RAM 12 GB
ROM 256GB ROM 256GB
Fast Charging 25W wired

45W wired, PD3.0
15W wireless (QI/PMA)

Charging

, 15W wireless, 4.5W
reverse wireless
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-WIFI CALLING FOR THE FIRST TIME IN PAKISTAN
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BT

’ Manufactured by
V4 Y YOUNG T=CH
Exclusive Distributor

AO7 G233

WE BELIEVE IN YOUR SATISFACTION

Max Level!

— — —

93 13MP+5MP+2MP .OMP SELFIE gt 4GB RAM
@Q A?BACK CEMERA SEISEIE EXPESRT CAMERA m 4+4GB EXTENDED
{l: OCTA-CORE 1.5GHz [ 6.52 HD+ WATERDROP (& 64GB ROM
o SMOOTH PROCESSOR ¢ HDR DISPLAY HIGH EFFICEINT
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VN ) =\ 15t sl & SN 1ttt el

w2l 5

k- » o * )
Lo d
s & o r 4 * - >0 , o0 y
: < JslJsJly JO Yo Ll
A T nlel =2 (i -
' o [ . ‘: L [ * o
Importer Name Brand aty Dec-23 Amt
—
FurTuRE TEGH APPLE 10a 83,858
ICHOTEL TRABING APPLE 247 159,933
T AGRG RACRILE (P LR 1 APPLE B "8z ] T 7,749 Z
AT APPLE -
VELL ST TECHMOUGGSES, (FAVATE) UIMITED APPLE 100 122,500
P T APPLE 187 174,067 q
WAMZA ExTERPRISES APPLE -
ExrInT TADERS APPLE -
i AERiE 58 T x
consecH APPLE a6a. 67,974 -
WOCKERS TRADING APPLE -
AT COMMUNICATION APPLE 2,679 516,163
_MOCK MOBILE (FIAATE) LIMITED A1 APPLE. _ = i
_OmenT enTERPRISES APPLE _ ETe o
WML PAKIETAN APPLE -
LSRR COMMUNICATION APPLE 88 7,841
Ve A APPLE 4,664 825,398
LRGTEL TRABING APPLE 200 219,475
e T rm APPLE 250 309,225 =
sccoTeL TADING APPLE 2,064 331,436
v e AQUOS -
" PRERIER CODE [PAIVATE) LIMITED 1T D CODE i 9,000 i 520,079 1 -
g DIGIT 4G £ - . 2 g
DOOGEE_ = | e——
PO (AT LT DOOGEE -
o v e ATE LnaED HELLO MOBILE - i
o TECHNGLEGES HONDR _ 2,284 218,880
5 303,444 20,984,820 ‘ : '
mi INFINIX ) ] E 1 s e
INFINIX -
ok ANEIRIY. : h
B ANFINIX _ N :
INFINIX =
T TRANSSIOM TECNG ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED CINFINIX 21,212,310 ] >
EXPERT TRADIRS INFINIX = .
WCHOTEL TRADSNG INFINIX - . -
CARIENT ENTERPRAS INFINIX - -
ANIF ASDICWRTE INFINIX -
B | Ly _ = U ] |
—INFINIX =
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on

Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telecommunication Ltd.

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi 13C

D Smooth 6.74” 90Hz Display

50MP Al Triple Camera

Sleek and Stylish
Design
Redmi 13C delivers a sleek, refined design, and at

just 8.09mm slim, its also super comfortable to
hold and use.

Redmi 12 (scB+128GB)

(¥ |1P53 dust and splash resistant
% | MediaTek Helio G88

1217 Loud Speaker

Experience a surge in immersive sound
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