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Note

Pakistani pink
salt industry

In a major move to jack up the export of Pakistani pink
salt, also known as the Himalayan Salt, with additional values,
Pakistan and an American firm, Miracle Saltworks Collective
Incorporation have signed an agreement. Many experts on this
subject have viewed the agreement as a positive step to enhance
the export of the natural product by mimutely preserving its
natural qualities. Pakistan will get the rightful branding for its
product, which it was doing for the first time about Himalayan
Salta. Hence it is sure to pave the way for further opportunities.

The exports of Pakistani minerals currently contribute to
barely one percent of the GDP while the target has been set to
take it to around five percent in the next five years. Therefore, it
is the right time to adopt measures to add to the export of pink
salt which is in the category of mineral, promises to boldly share
in achieving this target due to its full natural qualities which have
been acknowledged at the world level.

Calling the US a “most valued” trading partner of Pakistan,
he said the agreement symbolized the investment climate in the
country that would further strengthen the friendship between
the two countries and the people. The top three exporters of
Himalayan salt are Pakistan followed by India and China at the
3rd spot. Prime Minister Kakar said the investment was not just
about the pink salt rather it was about trust, partnership, and
shared prosperity.

Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) played an
important role in creating an enabling environment for foreign
direct investment. It served as a one-window facility for the
investors besides streamlining processes and removing the
bureaucratic hiccups to attract investment in the fields of mining,
energy, I'T, agriculture, livestock, industry, and tourism.

PMDC Chairman Shamsuddin lauded the SIFC’s role which
led to a surge in PMDC’s profit by three to four times comparing
last year.

Chief Communications Officer of the Miracle Saltworks
Collective Inc. Mubarak Khan called the agreement the beginning
of a great journey and a great opportunity for Pakistan as the
pink salt would act as an ambassador at millions of homes
internationally.

Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer Miracle
Saltworks Collective Inc. said the project would lead to global
monetisation of Pakistan’s mineral resources which was one of
the richest countries with huve mineral resources.

A couple of weeks ago, the Senate panel endorsed a ban on
the export of both metallic and non-metallic minerals, including
raw pink salt.

The approved Private Members Bill, presented by PTI Senators
ZeeshanKhanzada, Senator Faisal SaleemRehman, and Senator
Abdul Qadir, received majority approval of 5:1.
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Economic challenges for new govt

The recently held election has left the public eagerly awaiting
a clear strategy from political parties to address pressing
economic concerns, including inflation, growth, debt, and
investment. Currently, inflation stands at a staggering 31.4%,
driven by high energy and food prices. Meanwhile, our GDP
lags behind global standards, public debt has hit a record
level, and the investment budget remains insufficient to set
the country toward a growth trajectory.

To begin with, the SBP’s attempts to control inflation
through monetary tools have failed due to deep-seated
structural issues. In Pakistan, the government is the largest
borrower, and a higher policy rate translates to increased
debt-servicing costs for the government. This, in turn, leads
to a rise in inflation as the government raises taxes to manage
the fiscal deficit.

The lack of incentives for private investment, coupled with
low agricultural productivity and uncompetitive exports,
stagnates growth. Additionally, achieving growth becomes
impossible when the government has no money left to invest
in its people after fulfilling obligations such as interest
payments, provincial transfers, and pensions.

The legitimacy of the new government holds significant
importance in building trust among the public and
implementing much-needed structural reforms. Only through
these measures can we uplift the lives of ordinary citizens
and set our country on a prosperous economic path.

Salman Ahmed Ansari, Tando Adam

Fluctuation problems in Jubilee
Town

The residents of Jubilee Town, Lahore are facing serious
problems due to fluctuations of electricity in the 594-D Block
transformer. The LESCO staff reaching out to fix the problem
said, the transformer did not meet the standards and needed
the components by the Lahore Development Authority
(LDA) so contact the LDA and get a proper transformer
installed with digging earth wire. It happened many times
that electronic appliances burn due to fluctuations and non-
earth wires.

Therefore, the LDA high officials are urged to resolve our
genuine issues. Another nuisance is the large number of
stray dogs roaming the roads, especially at night, making
life dangerous for passers-by since there are no street lights
on the main boulevard road and in the streets. Besides, the
constant howling of the dogs disturbs the peace of mind of
the residents. This situation i1s further scaring the residents
when the law and order situation is already worrisome in the
absence of street lights.

Ch Zubair Ahmad, Lahore.

Plastic hazards in our healthy
heaven

In this vibrant world, my initial observation centres on the
pervasive presence of plastic. From everyday household items
to commercial products, a myriad of objects is constructed
from plastic. Baby diapers, milk bottles, kitchenware, and

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

various utensils — every nook and cranny of our homes is
filled with plastic materials. Even in the marketplace, whether
purchasing small or large items, plastic bags are handed out
freely by shopkeepers. Restaurants contribute to the plastic
influx by serving beverages in plastic cups.

Collectively, we must contemplate and take decisive action,
with every individual contributing effort to transform our
world from a garbage hell into a healthy heaven.

Umama Rajput, Sukkur

Need to overhaul and modernize

PRs

I would like to address a significant and concerning
issue that the government is not giving due attention to
the problems faced by Pakistan Railways. This issue has
persisted for many years without adequate resolution. Every
year, numerous incidents occur where railway trains derail,
leading to deadly accidents. The negligence factoring these
accidents has an aspect of corruption and inefficiency,
which take the toll of many innocent lives, leaving family
members grieving and devastated.

This problem can be prevented only if necessary actions are
taken. Lives can be saved if the government acknowledges
and addresses this issue promptly. Unfortunately, the
recurrent train accidents have become a grim reality, and
little has been done to rectify the situation. The government
must take notice of this issue and implement effective
measures to prevent further tragedies.

In contrast to Western countries, where trains generate
millions of dollars and promote tourism, our railway
system lacks the safety that makes people feel secure
while travelling. I urge the government to take immediate
action to overhaul and modernize Pakistan Railways. This
initiative is essential for ensuring the safety of passengers
and boosting confidence in the country’s railway system.

Danial Tanvir, Islamabad

Pollution erisis in Pakistan

I am writing to bring to the attention of authorities a
pressing concern — pollution in Pakistan. Pakistan is
entirely shrouded and holds the unfortunate distinction of
having the highest levels of pollution worldwide. This issue
has inflicted severe hardships upon the citizens of Pakistan,
hampering economic growth in both urban and rural areas
while significantly contributing to climate change.

The primary causes of pollution include the burmning of
fossil fuels, industrial emissions, domestic sources, mining
activities, and various facilities. Each vear, a substantial
number of people in Pakistan bear the brunt of pollution’s
adverse effects. Unfortunately, authorities have thus far
failed to adequately address this alarming problem.

In light of the severity of the situation, I strongly recommend
that the government take immediate action to address this
paramount issue. Pollution not only hampers economic
progress but also poses a grave threat to the environment
and public health. The authorities must implement effective
measures to curb pollution and safeguard the well-being of
the citizens.

Zafar Ahmed Khan, Islamabad

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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interim government has broken all re-
cords of the PTI government and the pre-
ceding PDM coalition rule by enormously
increasing the prices of natural gas and
many other utility bills such as water and sanitation,
power and charges of other public utility services. It
is observed that the caretaker government after taking
the oath through its ministers and their advisers and
heads of state departments have given a tough time to
the masses. The situation has become that in summer
Nepra increases the prices of power tariffs forcing the
masses to spend the hot days without any relief, and
in summer Ogra increases the prices of natural gas,
not to let them have a comfortable meal at home.

The latest increased price was unbearable to the
common man because it jumped to almost 300%.
It is a big fraud to the users of natural gas that such
rates have been slapped which has no justification
and makes a mockery of their plight by providing all
utility services to the elite class free of charge and in
bulk. The government should abolish the slap rates
system immediately and give some relief to the mass-
es. It seems that the government wants the people to
disconnect their gas connections and use LPG when
currently, LPG is less costly than natural gas.

The masses also appeal to the Chief of the Army
Staff (COAS) Syed AsimMunir to look into the mat-
ter and direct the Nepra to stop cruelty tactics against
the masses.

Consumers at large have rejected the new gas
tariff inclusive of fixed charges terming it unjustified
and illogical keeping a burden on the poor given their
already deteriorating financial situation. Criticising
the government for not taking effective steps to ease
the life of the public at large, they have demanded
immediate withdrawal of the hike in gas prices.

Since we were already under immense financial
stress due to the massive increase in the power tariff,
sky-rocketing prices of commodities etc, the recent
hike in gas tariff with effect from Nov 1, has crushed
us completely, said a citizen on the condition of
not being named. The bill for December 2023 was
Rs7,711 for January 2024 bill has broken all records,
as it is Rs25380 and includes Rs2,066 fixed charges
separately from an increase in the tariff. This has also
entailed an increasing impact on general sales tax
which amounts to Rs. 3,87 on the said amount.

Army Chief is playing a vital role in fixing the
economy of the country, controlling the smuggling
of US dollars and improving the financial health of
the country. This however is not possible without en-
suring the basic amenities to the poor as they are the
rudimentary factor in moving the wheel of the na-
tional economy. Gen. AsimMunir also reaffirmed the
military’s support to the caretaker government to re-
vive the economy, particularly through projects under
the newly established Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC).

If the gas prices are dear to doing business and the
cost of production are also increased multiple people
are unable to have this basic facility. The traders and
business community across the country lamented
the too-high tariff of natural gas which forced them
to close down their businesses and trades. Muham-
mad Farooq Shaikhani, President of the Hyderabad
Chamber of Small Traders & Small Industry, has ex-
pressed deep concern over the significant 194% surge
in gas prices in November 2023. This surge resulted
in the closure of over 30% of the country’s industries,
causing severe economic hardships for the people. To
adhere to the conditions of the $3 billion IMF loan
and manage the outstanding loans of SSGC and
LNGC, the Pakistani government has now decided to
reduce gas prices by 41% until mid-February. Unfor-
tunately, this impending price increase is perceived as
an additional burden on businessmen, industrialists,
and the general public, exacerbating their challenges.

President Muhammad Farooq Shaikhani high-
lighted the challenges Hyderabad's globally re-
nowned glass bangle industry faced, attributing its
woes to persistent load-shedding issues and escalat-
ing gas prices. Regrettably, 80% of the bangle facto-
ries have shuttered, resulting in the unemployment
of around 200,000 individuals.

Shaikhani emphasized that the populace endured
an additional financial burden exceeding 2400 bil-
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Consumers at large have rejected the new gas tariff inclusive of
fixed charges terming it unjustified and illogical and a heavy burden
on the poor keeping in view their already deteriorating financial
situation. Criticising the government for neglecting the common
man to take effective steps to ease his life, people have demanded
immediate withdrawal of the hike in gas prices

lion rupees in 2023 due to heightened electricity and
gas prices. The concern persists in 2024, as the gov-
ernment continues this pattern. He urged a reassess-
ment of gas supply priorities, emphasizing the neces-
sity to explore avenues for its augmentation instead.

He stated that the current governmental ap-
proach, which involves altering the priorities of gas
supply to consumers and escalating tariffs to an
unsustainable level, is inherently problematic and
runs counter to the essence of the Constitution of
Pakistan. He pointed out that while the government
aims to curb circular lending through increased gas
prices, it simultaneously threatens industrial clo-
sures, subsequent employee layoffs, and the emer-
gence of a precarious law and order situation. This
potential surge in street crimes and the shutdown
of manufacturing units could instil fear of bank-
ruptcy, ultimately impacting the nation’s economy
adversely.

The bill for December 2023
was Rs7711 for January 2024 bill
has broken all records, as it is
Rs25380 and includes Rs2,066
fixed charges separate from the
increase in the tariff. This has
also entailed an increasing im-
pact on general sales tax which
amounts to Rs. 3,87 on the said
amount

President Muhammad Farooq Shaikhani said
in any developed nation globally, utilities are not
positioned as a source of economic income. This
principle is a fundamental component of Pakistan’s

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

constitution and should be accorded top priority by
the present government. Unfortunately, the country
is witnessing the formulation of economic policies
by less-than-committed economists, hindering the
possibility of industrial development in Pakistan.

He pointed out that Pakistan holds the 26th po-
sition globally in terms of gas reserves and produc-
tion. Despite having vast reserves, the country an-
nually imports 48,382 million cubic meters of gas.
According to government data, there has been an
18% decline in Pakistan’s gas reserves this year. Ur-
gent measures are needed to explore new reserves,
supplementing existing fields like Tut Oil Field,
Sawan Gas Field, Kadirpur Gas Field, and Qadin
Valley Gas Field, through collaboration with do-
mestic and foreign companies. A state of emergen-
cy should be declared to ramp up gas production.
The Ministry of Petroleum, adopting a short-term
policy, can meet the immediate needs of domestic
consumers by installing biogas plants. Additionally,
stringent efforts are required to eliminate illegal gas
connections, especially in Karachi, where, accord-
ing to the government, 700,000 such connections
have been operational for the past decade which is
not possible without the collusion of the people of
the gas department.

President Farooq Shaikhani of the Chamber ap-
pealed to all relevant stakeholders to follow Qatar's
example, emphasizing how the nation utilized its
resources for the discovery and production of LNG
in 1996. Today, Qatar boasts over 100 billion dol-
lars in LNG exports. Similarly, he advocated for
Pakistan to initiate the quest for new reserves by
engaging the domestic, foreign, and private sectors
collaboratively. In a departure from the prevailing
practice of awarding exploration contracts on politi-
cal grounds, he recommended the inclusion of busi-
ness representatives from Chambers across Pakistan
in these agreements. m
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t is bad news to the masses that the caretaker

Minister, has approved increased prices of 146

essential life-saving medicines. This decision has
generated huge resentment in the nation. The deci-
sion, reportedly proposed by the Ministry of Nation-
al Health, cited the rising costs of raw materials in the
global market as the driving force behind the surge in
medicine prices.

Almost all multinational and local companies in
the country within a year increased the prices from
30% to 100% without obtaining approval from the
Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP).
The Regulatory Authority remained unaware of such
huge increases in the prices of drugs for a consider-
able time.

The prices of medicines in Pakistan are regulated
by DRAP, which means pharmaceutical companies
cannot increase rates unless the Authority gives them
a go-ahead. National Drug Pricing Policy 2018 em-
powered DRAP to adopt extraordinary steps to over-
come unusual economic circumstances in the coun-
try to ensure the availability of essential medicines in
the market.

During the Cabinet meeting, Prime Minister An-
waarulHagKakar reiterated the government’s com-
mitment to ensure the availability of medicines to the
general public at reasonable prices. He highlighted
the dual objective of benefiting the common man
as well as supporting the pharmaceutical industry

The surge in medicine prices usually comes at a
time when people are grappling with a severe short-
age of life-saving drugs. This shortage also leads to
the influx of smuggled medications into the market,
forcing patients to pay three to five times higher prices
for essential medicines than their actual rates.

Prime Minister, addressing the drug shortage is-
sue, directed the Authority to make efforts to improve
and drug smuggling. Addressing concerns about the
deregulation of drug prices, he instructed the prepa-
ration of recommendations for a draft summary in
this regard to enable the next elected parliament to
legislate about it.

The decision to increase medicine prices has not
been well-received by the public, particularly consid-
ering the ongoing shortage of essential drugs and al-
ready skyrocketing prices of medicines. Citizens are
showing resentment over the escalating costs, which
is sure to pose new financial challenges for those bat-

One of the key concerns raised during the meet-
ing was the verbal clash between caretaker Health
Minister DrINadeem Jan and the Pakistan Pharma-
ceutical Mamifacturers Association (PPMA) over the
review of prices for 262 drugs categorized as hardship
cases. Despite DRAP’s approval of proposed prices
in November 2022, the matter remained pending as
the caretaker Health Minister deferred the decision

deeming the delay potentially hazardous to individ-
uals battling severe diseases as well as detrimental
to the overall health of the pharmaceutical industry.
The clash between the health ministry and the phar-
maceutical association has added fuel to the already
intense debate surrounding the pricing of life-saving
medicines.

In an attempt to address the grievances of the pub-
lic, both the Health Ministry and Drap have informed
citizens that they can file complaints regarding the
non-availability of medicines through the authority’s
online portal. This move aims to create a channel for
the public to voice their concerns and hold account-
able those responsible who failed to ensure the acces-
sibility of essential medicines.

The nation is combating the complex interplay of
rising global raw material costs, a shortage of life-sav-
ing drugs, and the contentious decision to increase
medicine prices.

The government's commitment to formmulating
policies that balance the needs of the common man
and the pharmaceutical industry will undoubtedly
face increased scrutiny in the coming days, especial-
ly as the nation navigates through this challenging
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DRUG REGULATORY :
AUTHORITY OF PAKISTAN

Almost all multinational and local companies in the country within
a year increased the prices from 50% to 100% without obtaining
approval from the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP).
'The Regulatory Authority remained unaware of this huge increase
in drug prices for a considerable time

healthcare landscape.

A couple of weeks ago, the Chairman Pakistan
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association (PPMA)
Mian Khalid Misbah-ur-Rehman said that conducive
policies, fair pricing mechanisms, and investment in
research and development are crucial for the growth
of the pharmaceutical sector to meet domestic de-
mand and a sustainable increase in exports to differ-
ent countries.

The surge in medicine prices
usually comes at a time when
people are grappling with a
severe shortage of life-saving
drugs. This shortage also leads
to the influx of smuggled
medications into the market,
forcing patients to pay three
to five times higher prices for
essential medicines than their
actual rates

Khalid Misbah said this at the inaugural session
of the 20th Pharma Asia Exhibition and Conference
organised by Ecommerce Gateway Palkistan.

Speaking as a chief guest, he said the continua-
tion of policies is essential to protect the life-saving
sector, which had increased its productivity despite
challenges and the high cost of doing business.

He urged the pharmaceutical companies to bring
efficiency to their systein to offset the issue of high in-
flation, Rupee devaluation, high packaging cost, etc.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Khalid asked the pharmaceutical companies to
focus on human resources to sustain their business
growth effectively.

PPMA chairman added that the pharmaceutical
companies in Pakistan produce medicines at an in-
ternational standard; hence, they can explore exports
in different countries to bring foreign exchange to the
country.
of pharmaceutical industries which were addressed
by Chairman PPMA South, President & CEO of
Medisure Laboratories, Sheikh Kaiser Waheed,
Managing Director of Sante (Pvt.) Ltd., Taugeerul-
Haq, Managing Director & CEO Martin Dow, Javed
Ghulam Mohammad, President Ecommerce Gate-
way, DrKhursheedNizam and Vice President Phar-
ma Asia, FarhanAnis.

Pakistan’s pharmaceutical industry is a significant
contributor to the economy, with an estimated value
of USD 3.2 billion and a growth rate of around 15%
annually. The industry comprises over 700 mamu-
facturing units and employs a large workforce. It is
primarily focused on generic drugs, catering to a vast
domestic market and exporting to over 60 countries.

The industry holds immense potential for further
growth and expansion, but it must address challenges
such as improving infrastructure, enhancing research
and development capabilities, and strengthening in-
tellectual property rights protection.

‘With 650 stalls, the exhibition promises an exten-
sive showcase of cutting-edge products, services, and
innovations. This year’s event boasts participation
from more than 160 international representatives
from China, Turkey, Vietnam, the UK, Germany
and Malaysia, which further solidifies Pharma Asia’s
status as a globally recognized platform for the phar-
maceutical industry. m
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The agreement establishes import restrictions on certain types
of archaeological and ethnological materials originating from
Pakistan and entering the United States. The agreement facilitates
the return of these cultural articles to the people of Pakistan. The
cultural property agreement spells out a strong commitment by
the US and Pakistani to disrupting the theft and trafficking of

cultural objects and our shared goal of protecting Pakistan’s rich

and diverse cultural heritage

merican Ambassador to Pakistan Don-

ald Blome and Pakistan Secretary of

National Heritage and Culture Humai-

ra Ahmed signed an agreement on cul-
tural property protection in Islamabad recently. The
agreement establishes import restrictions on certain
types of archaeological and ethnological materials
originating from Pakistan and entering the Unit-
ed States. The agreement facilitates the return of
these cultural articles to the people of Pakistan. The
cultural property agreement demonstrates a strong
commitment by the US and Pakistani to disrupting
the theft and trafficking of cultural objects and our
shared goal of protecting Pakistan’s rich and diverse
cultural heritage. This agreement commits both
parties to work together to counter the looting and
trafficking of objects, promote a clean market for
Pakistani art and antiquities in the United States,
and increase opportunities for US museums and the
American public to learn about and experience Pa-
kistan's history and culture.

“This agreement protects unique and historical-
ly significant artifacts for future generations ... It
also demonstrates US support for the principles of
tolerance and respect for diversity — principles by
which the people of this region have lived for cen-
turies,” said Ambassador Blome on the occasion of
the MoU signing.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Today’s signing underscores the United States’
global commitment to cultural heritage protection
and preservation. The United States has been un-
wavering in its commitment to protect and preserve
cultural heritage around the world and restrict traf-
ficking in cultural property, which may be used to
fund terrorist and criminal networks. To date, the
United States has returned over 175 cultural objects
to Pakistan, and this agreement simplifies the pro-
cess.
Since 2001, the United States government has
supported 35 cultural heritage preservation proj-
ects across Pakistan with more than $8.4 million.
The US-funded preservation projects include the
conservation of Gandhara archaeological treasures
and Mughal architectural heritage, documentation
of historic manuscripts, the digitization of muse-
ums, and the restoration of historically significant
Sufi shrines and Hindu monuments, among oth-
er projects. This new bilateral cultural agreement
highlights the diversity of the Pakistani people and
sets the stage for further bilateral cooperation.

There is so much to discover in Pakistan that it
can be difficult to decide what to learn about first.
From the diverse economy to the many wonderful
languages, Pakistan has so much to offer to the rest
of the world. Recently Pakistan has garnered a lot
of attention for the scenic views and sky-touching

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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in the northern part of the country mainly in Hun-
za, Kalash, Swat, and Murree.

There are over 70 languages spoken throughout
Pakistan, 66 of which are indigenous to the region.
The official national language of Pakistan is Urdu
even though only about 7% of Pakistanis use Urdu
as their first language.

English can be considered the second official
language of Pakistan. Most, if not all, educational
institutions offer a curriculum in English with Urdu
taught only as a mandatory subject till high school.

Alongside Urdu, there are four main languages
that each have more than 10 million speakers in Pa-
kistan namely Punjabi, Sindhi, Pashto and Balochi.

The most common language in Pakistan is Pun-
jabi which is spoken by nearly 48% of the country.
The next most common language is Sindhi which
is spoken by 12% of Pakistanis, followed by Pashto
(8%) and Balochi (3%).

The extraordinary blend of cultures and people
in Pakistan means that you can expect to hear all
these languages spoken on any street in the bigger
cities like Lahore, Karachi and Islamabad as well as
the smaller ones such as Faisalabad, Multan, Mir-
pur, Gujranwala, Sialkot and more.

This agreement commits both
parties to work together to
counter looting and traffick-
ing of objects, promote a clean
market for Pakistani art and
antiquities in the United States,
and increase opportunities for
US museums and the
American public to learn about
and experience Pakistan’s
history and culture

Other languages found in Pakistan include Gu-
jari, Brahui, Kashmiri and Shina. Historically, Ar-
abic, Bengali and Persian have also been spoken
throughout the region.

Pakistan is known for its delicious and varied
cuisine. From Halwapoori to Chaat to Nihari there
is plenty to discover and enjoy.

Whether you are trying ‘Paya’ and ‘Murgh-
Cholay’ with Paratha from a stall on Gawalman-
di Food Street, Lahore or digging into Beef Nihari
under the stars at Burns Road, Karachi, Pakistani
cuisine is a delight for your taste buds.

Even if you don't live in Pakistan you mmust
have come across some form of Pakistani cuisine
wherever you live. Some cuisines that are favourites
among the British, Europeans and Americans in-
clude Chicken Tikka, Biryani and Butter Chicken.

At the time of independence and the introduc-
tion of the Pakistani rupee, agriculture was the larg-
est industry. Today, while agriculture is still signifi-
cant, the economy is far more diverse and there has
been a growth in skilled workers across industries
as diverse as technology, finance, entertainment,
manufacturing and banking.

‘While the ongoing global financial crisis has
stunted the progress of many Pakistani business-
es there is the potential for a strong economy to
emerge and there will continue to be opportunities
for skilled and highly-skilled workers.

In 2023, the average monthly salary of a person
working in Pakistan is around 350 British Pounds,
which, when converted to PKR makes PKR 81,800
depending on the ongoing GBP to PKR conversion
rates.

This money will be able to go further in Paki-
stan than it would in the UK as the cost of living is
considerably lower.

In general, the prospects for workers in Paki-
stan have steadily improved over the years and the
emergence of new industries is promising for skilled
workers looking to make a permanent move to cities
like Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad or Faisalabad. m
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~ Pakistan’s first Mobile Summit
sets the stage for innovation

With a distinguished guest list of top industry leaders and over 250 attendees, this event provided
an excellent platform for engaging in insightful discussions, sharing innovative ideas, and building
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collaborative networking within the dynamic landscape of the ever-evolving mobile industry

resented by TECNO, powered by Jazz,
designed and produced by Brand Spec-
trum, Pakistan Mobile Summit, the
first-ever mobile conference in Pakistan,
was held at Serena Hotel in Islamabad recently.
With a distinguished guest list of top industry
leaders and over 250 attendees, this event provid-
ed an excellent platform for engaging in insightful

collaborative networking within the dynamic land-
scape of the ever-evolving mobile industry.

The summit, inaugurated by Dr. Umar Saif,
Minister of IT and Telecom, garnered support
from key entities such as the Ministry of Infor-
mation Technology and Telecom, Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority, Tech Nation Pakistan,
Pakistan Software Export Board (PSEB), and the
Pakistan Mobile Phones Manufacturers Associa-
tion.

Julian Gorman, Head of GSMA APA said:

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

COLLABORATION 1S THE KEY, TRIISI

“The key element in the digital future is un-
doubtedly the smartphone that plays a pivotal
role in expediting digitalization, thus bolstering
the country’s economy. As the 5G era continues
to expand around the world, it is imperative for
Pakistan to modernize its policies to support and
uplift the telecom industry. We firmly believe that
a supportive regulatory environment coupled with

strategic policies will not only foster a healthy and
competitive telecom sector but will also contribute
significantly to Pakistan's digital transformation
journey.”

This momentous evening gathered some pivot-
al figures in the mobile phone ecosystem, ranging
from government representatives, operators, regu-
lators, manufacturers, and app developers to advo-
cates for digital and financial inclusion (D&I) as
well as sustainability. Prominent names, including
Muzzafar Hayat Piracha, CEO of Airlink Com-
munication, Major General (R) HafeezurRehman,

| 55 AND MOBILE TECHNOLOGEES

KHAZME PRHEEM
D Wiretess ModTT

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Chairman PTA, Fatima Asad-Said, CEO of ABA-
CUS, AamirAllawala, CEO of Transsion TECNO
Electronic, Muhammad Imran Saleem, Country
GM, Careem Pakistan, Ehsan Saya, Managing
Director, Daraz, Anwar Kabir, CEO Brand Spec-
trum, and others graced this prestigious event.
Central to the discussions was the profound
impact of 3G, exploring its transformative poten-

[ 5,

TECI

tial for digital advancements and B2B services,
alongside other pertinent topics. Complementing
the discussions, an exhibition area was set up to
highlight the diverse contributions of organiza-
tions within the mobile industry.

This remarkable event has not only broken new
ground but has also set a precedent for similar en-
tities to come together, working collectively to-
wards positive change in the mobile phone indus-
try. It serves as a driving force for future initiatives,
aiming to shape a more impactful and innovative
trajectory for the industry.
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Airlink nds MW for global

launch of the Xiaomi 14 Series
in Barcelona

The core focus of the meetings was to enhance partnership and cooperation between Airlink
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and Xiaomi, as well as to drive continuous improvement in products and services despite any

challenges that may arise

irlink Communication’s management
team, led by CEO Mr Muzzaffar Ha-
yat Piracha, was invited by Xiaomi to

Spain recently. It's a great opportunity for collab-
oration and networking within the mobile phone
industry. Having key members like Syed Na-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

fees Haider and Adnan Aftab present at such an
event shows the strong partnership between Air-

link Communication and Xiaomi. Exciting times
ahead for both companies!

Airlink management had
interactions with the top
management of Xiaomi includ-
ing President and Partmer Mr.
[Lu Weibing and CEO of Leica
(Camera Mr. Mathias Harsh

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |

Airlink management had interactions with the
top management of Xiaomi including President
and Partner Mr. Lu Weibing and CEO of Leica

* m attend the global launch of the Xiaomi Camera Mr. Mathias Harsh.

S o Q 14 Series at Mobile World Congress in Barcelona, Airlink team had a detailed meeting with Mr.
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Andy Lin, Vice President of the International De-
partment, on the sidelines of MWC. These kinds
of interactions are crucial for fostering strong part-
nerships and exploring opportunities for collabo-
ration.

The core focus of the meetings was to enhance
partnership and cooperation between Airlink and
Xiaomi, as well as to drive continuous improve-
ment in products and services despite any challeng-
es that may arise. This dedication to collaboration
and innovation is key to fostering a successful and
mutually beneficial relationship between the two
companies. This focus on improvement will lead
to even better products and services for customers
in the future. =
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Govt awards
Rs825 million I'T
companies for best
role in exports

L L —

The IT industry, which plays a pivotal role in the country’s
economy, deserves maximum incentives, facilities and rewards.
The I'T companies are strengthening the country’s economy by
earning huge foreign exchange in return for the services of digital

talent of Pakistani worldwide

aretaker Minister for Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunications (MoITT)
Dr Umar Saif distributed Rs 825 million
in cash prizes to the companies playing a
significant role in IT as well as in promoting the IT
enable Services exports.
by The Pakistan Software Export Board (PSEB), an
offshoot of the Ministry of IT and Telecommmunica-
tion, in Lahore. Additional Secretary IT & Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer PSEB Ms Ayesha HumairaMoriani,
Member IT Syed Junaid Imam, Chairman IT Asso-
ciation (P@SHA) Muhammad Zohaib Khan, other
officials from MolITT and a large mumber of eminent
personalities from the IT industry were also present
on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion Federal Minster Dr
Umar Said said that the IT industry, which plays a
pivotal role in the country’s economy, deserves max-
imum incentives, facilities and rewards. These com-
panies are strengthening the country’s economy by
earning huge foreign exchange in return for the ser-
vices of digital talent of Pakistani worldwide. If the
IT sector continues to perform the way it is doing at
present hopefully, the target of 10 billion dollars from
IT exports will be achieved soon.

Dr Umar Saif further said that out of the allocat-
ed fund of Rs one billion, Rs 825 million had been
distributed to 550 companies for showing excellent
performance. For this purpose, six categories have
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been made, the first top 100 companies have been
awarded Rs 2.5 million, the second 100 companies
Rs 2 million, the third 100 companies Rs 1.5 million,
the fourth 100 companies Rs 1.25 million, the fifth
100 companies Rs 750,000 and the sixth and last cat-
egory 50 companies have been awarded Rs 500,000

An estimated 3,500 interns will
be placed in the I'T &['TeS
exporters that will be a part of
the Co-Opt program and
Rs. 50,000 per intern will be paid
to every participant

each. Out of these 550 companies, the top 10 compa-
nies have been awarded cash prizes as well as trophies
for outstanding performance.

Dr Umar Saif said that out of Rs 1 billion, the
remaining Rs 175 million would be given to com-
panies employing trained IT skilled people. For this
purpose, a particularly innovative endeavour is the In-
dustry Co-Opt Program, developed in collaboration
with HEC and P@SHA. This program aims to pro-
vide apprenticeship opportunities to IT students. To
incentivize IT &ITeS exporters to participate in and
support the Co-Opt program in placing the final year
students of bachelor’s degree in computer sciences

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |

Business News Magazine

and related computing technology fields as interns.
An estimated 3,500 interns will be placed in the IT
&I TeS exporters that will be a part of the Co-Opt pro-
gram and Rs. 50,000 per intern will be paid to every
participant. This process will not only highlight the
capabilities of the IT-skilled youths, but the industry

will also be able to get talented youths according to
their need and market demand, while on the other
hand, cash prizes will cause a significant increase in
the country’s IT exports by creating an atmosphere of
competition among I'T companies.
Earlier in her welcome address, Additional Sec-
retary IT and Chief Executive PSEB Ms Ayesha
HumairaMoriani said that six categories were creat-
ed in terms of IT consultancy services, IT products

and solutions, ca.lloenlre; gaming and animation,
women entrepreneurs, and fast-growing companies.
“The IT &ITeS Export Awards 2024 underscored
Pakistan’s commitment to fostering innovation, driv-
ing economic growth, and positioning itself as a key
player in the digital economy,” she added.

It is worth mentioning here that Diverse Winners
Across IT Fields: 3 companies from each awarded
the Trophy.

= Systems Limited: Recognized as the top ex-
porter of excellence in, BPO Services, and also for IT
Consultancy Services

= i2c Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd: Triumphed in the IT
products and solutions category.

= Mindbridge (Pvt) Ltd: Awarded the plati-
num award for the Call Center Services category.

*  Quixel Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd: Honored for
achievements in Gaming and Animation.

= ABSLabs (Pvt) Ltd: Awarded for the Fastest
Export Growth.

CEO of Abacus Consulting Technology Limited:
Celebrated as a trailblazing woman entrepreneur in
the tech industry. m
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3 PTCL lanches first neutral

Internet lixchange in Pakistan
powered by DE-CIX
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Now, PTCI. Business Solution’s carrier-neutral Internet Fxchange, managed by a tier | IX operator,
DE-CIX; is up and running generating exciting prospects for localized content hosting from leading

platforms like YouTube, Netflix and TikTok

akistan Telecommunication Company

Limited (PTCL), the largest integrated

Information Communication Technology

(ICT) company in Pakistan and DE-CIX,
the world’s leading Internet Exchange (IX) opera-
tor, celebrated the inauguration of ‘Pakistan Inter-
net Exchange (PIE) powered by DE-CIX’, the first
carrier-neutral IX in the country.

Housed in the PTCL data centre in Karachi,
the IX is operated by DE-CIX under the DE-CIX
as a Service (DaaS) model and built on DE-CIX’s
award-winning interconnection infrastructure.
The interconnection platform offers local peer-
ing as well as remote access to DE-CIX Frankfurt
(Germany); one of the largest IXs in the world.
PIE powered by DE-CIXis is set to serve as a hub
for regional connectivity, enabling local networks’
low-latency interconnection and the localization
of global content, while increasing network stabil-
ity, scalability, and security.

Speaking on the occasion, the chief guest, Dr
Umar Saif, Federal Minister IT & Telecommuni-
cation said, “Pakistan is a massive digital market,
with an internet user base larger than the popu-
lation of Italy. Over the past few years, we have
made significant strides in fibre connectivity. We
got two fibre loops from Kashgar to Rawalpindi,
further extended to Karachi by PTCL. Addition-
ally, multiple submarine cables making landfall in
Karachi further enhance our connectivity. Now,
PTCL Business Solution’s carrier neutral Inter-
net Exchange, managed by a tier 1 IX operator,
DE-CIX, is up and running generating exciting
prospects for localized content hosting from lead-
ing platforms like YouTube, Netflix and TikTok.
The content cached and routed from Pakistan can
seamlessly reach other markets, positioning us as
the regional digital connectivity hub. It can gener-
ate annual revenues, ranging from $200-400 mil-
lion through transit traffic to substantially add to
our economy.”
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“We are thrilled to collaborate with DE-CIX
to bring this state-of-the-art interconnection facili-
ty to Pakistan,” said ZarrarHasham Khan, Group
Chief Business Solutions Officer at PTCL &Ufone
4G. He said: “As the largest integrated ICT com-
pany in Pakistan, we are committed to advanc-
ing the country’s digital infrastructure to support
widespread digitalization, and this collaboration
is a significant step towards achieving that goal.
Our nationwide network and DE-CIX's intercon-
nection infrastructure will serve as a foundation to
enhance the Internet experience of our customers
while facilitating the local hosting of content by
international platforms. We believe this partner-
ship will not only drive digital enablement across
the country but also help accelerate the growth of
Pakistan’s digital economy.”

“As one of the most populous countries in Asia
and with Internet usage growing extremely fast, it
is clear that Pakistan needs local interconnection.
The Pakistan Internet Exchange powered by DE-
CIX will prove itself to be key to unlocking the
economic potential of excellent Internet connec-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

tivity for the country. The IX will enable national
networks to serve world-class Internet connectivi-
ty and also attract more international Internet and
cloud service providers to do business in Pakistan,
allowing the development of a vibrant local dig-
ital ecosystem,” commented Ivo Ivanov, CEO of
DE-CIX. “In this way, the people in Pakistan can
enjoy the best access to local and international in-
formation, content, and services. We at DE-CIX
want to serve this great demand for high speed,
high quality, stable, and resilient Internet connec-
tivity to guarantee a seamless experience for end
users and businesses across the country,” Ivanov
continued.

Pakistan Internet Exchange will
be joining such success stories
as the UAE-IX powered by
DE-CIX in Dubai, whose
growth and success over the
last twelve years have earned it
the recognition of an important
international Internet hub

Pakistan Internet Exchange will be joining
such success stories as the UAE-IX powered by
DE-CIX in Dubai, whose growth and success over
the last twelve years have earned it the recognition
of an important international Internet hub. The
Daa$S program includes a set of services — such
as installation, maintenance, provisioning, mar-
keting, and sales support — designed for digital in-
frastructure operators to create their own IX and
interconnection platform, fully operated by DE-
CIX. It delivers the technical set-up needed for an
Internet Exchange as a fully pre-configured and
standardized “DE-CIX in a box” solution. =
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~ Xiaomi ebuts Redmi Note 13
along with latest AIOT products
in Pakistan

highly anticipated event of the year to

launch the Redmi Note 13 Series along-

side three new AIOT products - the
Redmi Watch 4, Redmi Buds 5, and Redmi Buds 5
Pro at Avari Hotel, Lahore recently.
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The event commenced at 6.00 pm with a warm
welcome extended to esteemed guests, including
Xiaomi Pakistan's Brand Ambassador, Ahad Raza
Mir, prominent celebrities like Naimal Khawar,

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Mastech, Ameer Dagha, influential KOLs such as
Ayesha Baig and Hemyal, as well as distinguished
travel vloggers like Mooro, along with a plethora
of influencers from across Pakistan. Xiaomi Pa-
kistan also welcomed its Xiaomi Fan Club across
Pakistan alongside its Xiaomi fans from the city.

Facilitated by Xiaomi’s global team led by
Roonie (Global Head), Peter (Regional Manag-
er), Cindy (Regional Marketing Head), in collab-
oration with Xiaomi’s main distributors Airlink
Communication Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha (CEO),
Tech Sirat Kamran Nishat (CEQ), Coretech Mu-
hammad Yahya Sultan (CEO), Phonezo, and es-
teemed retail partners of Xiaomi Pakistan, the
event officially commenced with an engaging key-
note address delivered by Sufian (Head of Market-
ing). Following the presentation, representatives
from our main distributors took the stage to share
their insights.

After the wonderful keynote, the team of Xiao-
mi, and KOLs visited the networking area where
the experience zone was displayed full of ATOT
products. The winner of ATOT products was Cy-
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E %% Facilitated by Xiaomi's global team led by Roonie (Global Head), Peter (Regional Manager), Cindy
= *  (Regional Marketing Head), in collaboration with Xiaomi’s main distributors Airlink Communication
% a  Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha(CEO), Tech Sirat Kamran Nishat (CEQO), Coretech Muhammad Yahya Sultan
S O (CEO), Phonezo, and esteemed retail partners of Xiaomi Pakistan, the event officially commenced
g 8 with an engaging keynote address delivered by Sufian (Head of Marketing)

g %E iaomi Pakistan has proudly hosted the renowned tech YouTubers including Bilal Munir, berdog 2.

Amidst thunderous applause from the global
team and main distributors, the much-anticipated
Redmi Note 13 Series was unveiled, marking a sig-
nificant moment in Xiaomi's product lineup.

Following the unveiling, the evening was fur-
ther elevated with a captivating performance by

Taha G and Mannu, ensuring a memorable con-
clusion to an unforgettable event.
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VGO TEL, Quetta Gladiators

partner in PSL to ]E)romote
posmve image of Pakistan

VGO TEL CEO NaveedGaba said we prmote crlcket for a posune 1ma9:e of Paklstan across the
world and win and lose part of the game. So we are not concerned about who will win because all
teams belong to Pakistan. We last year sponsored the PSL and will continue partnership with any

team to promote healthy sports in the country

uetta Gladiators proudly announced a

partnership with VGO TEL, a leading

company in the sale of a record num-

ber of mobile phones for Pakistan Super
Lea L) Season 9.

VGO TEL has become the official partner of
Quetta Gladiators, solidifying their collaboration
with a signed agreement between Quetta Gladia-
tors owner, Nadeem Omar, and VGO TEL CEO
NaveedGaba. A large number of people attended
the ceremony including the VGO TEL team, crick-
eters and fans in a graceful event organised for the
partnership between the Quetta Gladiators and
VGO TEL.

.La"f.,

PARTNERSHIP SIGNING CEREMONY BE TWEE
QUETTA GI.ADI&TORS AND VGO TH.
JFFICIAL MOBILE PHOME PARTMER

FOROUETTA GLANATORS FOR WD TEL

On this occasion, VGO TEL CEO NaveedGa-
ba said: “We promote cricket for a positive unage
i Ii ]|
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of Pakistan across the world and win and loss part
of the game. So we are not concerned who will win
because all teams belong to Pakistan. We last year
sponsored the PSL. and will continue partnership
to any team to promote healthy sports in the coun-

To mark this momentous occasion, Quetta
Gladiators presented the official jersey for HBL
PSL season 9 to VGO TEL, showcasing the syner-
gy between the two entities.

Quetta Gladiators and VGO TEL foresee a
successful collaboration, combining their expertise
and resources to elevate the PSL experience for
fans and plavers alike.

OFFICIAL MOBILE PHONE PRRTINER
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CELEBRATION
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Lowe in full bloom at our Valentine’s Day celebration event! Check out these heartwarming snapshots capturing the
essence of love, laughter, and cherished moments. Mr. Irshad B Anjum cut the cake in the presence of media and

H other staff members. These pictures speak volumes about the love and connection shared by all whole tmm_,gf
5 Q Faletti’s Hotel, Lahore.
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hotographers
by the innovation of

vivo V29 5G & V29e 5G

s vivo V series continues to expand, so

does the bar for smartphone photogra-

phy. Like always, the vivo V series has

many speechless because of its spell-

binding camera capabilities, gorgeous design, and

impeccable performance. The recently launched V29

G and V29e 3G smartphones in Pakistan arepho-
tography marvels in the pocket.

The photographers are awestruck with vivo's
magnificent Smart Aura Light and Smart Color
Temperature Adjustment. The eminent photogra-
phers and content creators from across Pakistan in-
cluding Abid Saleem, Fahad Hanif, Ali Awais and
Arslan Arif reviewed the imaging capabilities of the
mighty V29 5G and V29e 5G. These photographers
tested and evaluated both phones in several situa-
tions and shared their experiences.

Abid Saleem, a storyteller who believes in cap-
V29 5G. He said, “At least one person always ends
up ducking to fit in the group selfie but, not with V29
JG. The 50MP AF Group Selfie Camera with 92°
Field of View (0.8X) provides room for every smile
in the frame capturing pictures with precision and
clarity. The auto-focus feature of the camera paral-
lel focuses on each person. Beyond this, when I was
taking a group shot in a dark environment, I used the

vivo V29 Gs)
Smart Aura LightPortrait feature, and it gave me the
perfect light on my images; I'm amazed to see the
Smart Color Temperature Adjustment helped me ad-

E.&Emm 12 VED IS0306
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just the ambient light to give the subject a warm light
and have the accurate color.” He further mentioned
that he has never seen this feature in any smartphone
before, “it’s like carrying a studio in your pocket”
Abid concluded by this.

Fahad Hanif, who specializes in landscape and
street photography, echoed his sentiment for vivo
V29 5G, and said, that itsgorgeous design is also

comfortable to hold for extended periods, which
is essential when capturing shots or video footage.
Talking about the photography capabilities, he said,

vivo V29 G SSEmm 114 1I00 150159 |

“It isa game changer in photography, particularly
with distant subjects. The advanced zoom capabil-
ities allow me to capture detailed shots from afar
without losing image quality. The color vibrance of
the display shows how good the image quality tends
to be. Its Smart Color Temperature Adjustment gives
the user a wide, warm color range to capture the es-
sence of the portrait. Low light conditions are always
challenging, but the Smart Aura Light is a remark-
able feature that aids significantly in these situations.
In portrait photography, Smart Aura Light provides
just the right amount of illumination to enhance the
subject without overpowering the natural ambiance
of the scene.”

vivo Va9

Ali Awais, an avid nature photographer and trav-
eler, said the vivo V29e 5G has been outstanding in

288 mm /0.9 A28 2080
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different outdoor environments. The design allows
him to use it easily without it sliding out of his hand.
“As soon as I held the vivo V29e 5G, I knew it would
be my go-to smartphone for reviewing my photo-
graphs before uploading them to social media. It is
the thinnest 5G smartphone in its segment, making
it easier to carry all day. Its 6.67-inch AMOLED dis-
play screen is perfect for viewing my photographs.
On top of that, its multiple lens camera has made my
creative process smoother and easier.” The 64MP
OIS Ultra-Sensing Camera, 8MP Ultra Wide-An-
gle Camera, and 2MP Monochrome Camera give
efficient zoom capabilities. He mentioned “Being a
regular user of professional cameras, it usually gets
annoying to move closer to the subject to take close-
up images. The vivo V29 5G has relieved me from
that pain with its impressive zoom capabilities. Be it
portraits, street, or landscape photography, I can take
close-up images without stepping forward. Images *
color accuracy and display quality are important
parts of any photographer’s work. Its display effort-
lessly matches the quality of any professional display
that professional photographers use.”

vivo V29 &=

Arslan Auif, the person behind Androon Lahore,
who captures the beautiful streets of Lahore, said,
“wivo V29 5G is a creative tool that empowers pho-
tographers and videographers. As I continue to ex-
plore Androon Lahore and beyond, my vivo V29 5G
remains an extension of my artistic vision, capturing
the beauty of every moment. When the sun sets and
the city is cloaked in the minimal light of night, the
vivo V29 5G emerges as a low-light champion. The
Smart Aura Light Portraitcan tackle any dynamic
lighting surrounding to provide impressive portraits.
It effortlessly transforms challenging conditions into
opportunities capturing the beauty of the night with
unparalleled finesse.

Complementing this, the Smart Color Tempera-
ture Adjustment feature enables users to manually
control the warmth or coolness of the aura light to
harmonize it with the scenario. Whether you're aim-
ing for a classic look or a modern twist, this feature
lets you mold the lighting to match your vision. It's
not just a phone it’s a creative companion that thrives
in any setting.”

With the V29 5G and V29 5G, vivo has made
significant progress toward achieving photographic
precision. The rear camera can perform very well in
low light and nighttime conditions thanks to the new
Smart Color Temperature Adjustment and the inno-
vative Smart Aura Light, which also gives subjects
in the photos a flattering aura. The front camera can
now take stunning group shots and films in addition
to single-person selfies solely due to the enhanced
functionality of the S0MP AF Group Selfie and
Super Group Video. These developments and other
vital performance elements have cemented V29 5G
and V29e 5G’s dominant position in front and rear
camera studio portraits. m
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SoroyaSiandar’s art

enthrals Karachites

with big accolades

Recognition for her work has come through critical acclaim and
nonstop sold-out exhibitions. SorayaSikander trained in fine arts
at the London Atelier of Representational Arts, University College
London’s Slade summer school and Beaconhouse National

University, Lahore

nicorn Gallery collaborated with Avari
Towers Karachi, Phenomena by Pomme,
and Majoor Arts UAE have organized a
solo exhibition of leading contemporary
landscape artist SorayaSikander. This is the artist’s
landmark solo exhibition, in her home country, after
a gap of six years. Her works sell out like a hot cake
and are in private collections and museums. Kara-
chi-based SorayaSikander, living in Dubai, UAE, is
one of the most sought-after and best-selling artists
in the region. Her art redefines and reinterprets clas-
sic subjects such as landscapes and still lives, chal-
lenging methods and historical traditions in art.
SorayaSikander is critically acclaimed for her
landscapes and organic forms. The artist has been
ranked as one of South Asia’s best-known paint-
ers making it big internationally, listed as ‘Artist to
watch’. Soraya works in oil and acrylics on canvas
and is internationally renowned for inventing her
pioneering Calligraphy Landscapes. Recognition
for her work has come through critical acclaim
and nonstop sold-out exhibitions. SorayaSikander
trained in fine arts at the London Atelier of Rep-
resentational Arts, University College London's

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Slade summer school and Beaconhouse National
University, Lahore.

SorayaSikander’s art has been showcased in sev-
eral premiere museums including the National Art
Museum of Moldova, National Gallery of China,
Etihad Museum, Asian Art Museum, Art Circle
Award Abu Dhabi, Patries Van Dorst Netherlands
and featured prominently in art auctions including
Bonhams. SorayaSikander’s work sells out complete-
ly and is in private collections and museums.
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Telcos, public bear the
brunt of politicians
digital war on polls day

Telcos have suffered losses of more than Rs two billion on suspension of data and internet
across the country on election day while the government also suffered a loss of more than
Rs 400 million in terms of taxes and other services which it collects from this sector. The
suspension of internet service on the polls day has severely affected foreign direct
investment (FDIs), IT exports besides causing financial setbacks to Pakistan. It added to
the frustration of users who rely on these platforms for communication and information.
Perhaps most concerning are the impacts of such disruptions on democracy itself.
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The reliance on app-based transport services has become ingrained in the logistics of daily
life for many individuals in the country. The unavailability of such services due to Internet
shutdowns significantly disrupted many especially those with mobility issues, undermining
the democratic process by limiting participation. Telcos firmly believe that shutdowns and

service blocking harm societies, economies, and the global Internet infrastructure
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e internet has become a battleground in Pa-
i not one fought with tanks and missiles
but with throttled bandwidth and targeted
shutdowns. This is not without precedent.
Pakistan has a long history of internet disruptions, par-
ticularly during periods of political turmoil. The world
states including the US condemned internet shutdowns
in Pakistan targetting restrictions on social media plat-
forms. Less than two months into 2024, 128 million
internet users have repeatedly been plunged into digital
darkness, facing disruptions to mobile networks and
social media platforms. It has been a practice with the
authoritarian government to increasingly use internet
disruptions and blockades as weapons to crush dissent.
Over the past five years, at least 46 governments have
imposed social media and messaging app restrictions.

Among Pakistanis, growing online outrage has
helped fuel successive waves of protest against per-
ging, culminating in
countrywide demon-
strations which chal-
lenged the legitimacy
of the process. While
the telecom authority
referred to the recent
outage as a “tech-
nical glit -
ingly targeted social
media  embargoes
coinciding with these
protests fuel suspicion among international partners
who see it as a worrying step towards digital authori-
tarianism. Voice and data services on general elections
remained suspended across Pakistan for almost 24
hours which caused millions of rupees in losses to the
cellular mobile operators (CMOs) besides adding to the
misery of millions of voters and the general public. The
Telecom sector has suffered substantial financial loss-
es mainly due to the suspension of broadband internet
services. These losses have not only impacted the indus-
try but also affected tax revenue for the government and
various sectors reliant on telecomnmunications.

Internet and mobile phone services were shut off
just before the polls opened. The internet outage was
subsequently confirmed by internet monitoring com-
pany Netblocks. The Internet Society’s Pulse website,
which tracks internet shutdowns globally, said that in-
ternet traffic for mobile operators Jazz, Telenor Paki-
stan, and Zong dropped significantly.

The internet shutdown came despite assurances
given by the Pakistan Telecommmunication Authority
(PTA) that internet services would continue to func-
tion normally on election day and that no directive has
been issued by the government to shut services down.
However, the Interior
Ministry said it re-
stricted mobile access
due to under threat
security situation in
the country.

“Unwarranted
restrictions on dis-
%, semination of in-
b formation, despite
| reassurances to the
contrary from the
Pakistan  Telecom-
mumnications Authority and Election Commission of
Pakistan, are in breach of the fundamental rights of
people at this critical time in Pakistan,” said Livia Sac-
cardi, Interim Deputy Director for South Asia at Am-
nesty International in a statement. “Blanket shutdowns
impact people’s mobility, livelihood and ability to nav-
igate through a difficult time further undermining their
trust in authorities.” Intentional internet shutdowns by
government authorities on a local, regional or national
basis have become more frequent in recent years, typ-
ically in the name of controlling civil unrest, fighting
misinformation or protecting national security.

Pulse says it recorded 124 incidents across 18
countries i 2023 in which governments and other
actors “intentionally disrupted Internet conmectivity
or blocked access to specific Internet services for their
citizens.” The practice is controversial not only because
of issues of freedom of information but also because

ANWAAR-UL-HAQ KAKAR
Caretaker Prime Mimster of Pakistan

DR GOHAR EJAZ

Federal Minister for Interior
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of the impact on people’s livelihoods, particularly at a
time when many countries are striving to establish digi-
tal economies. Internet shutdowns also have an impact
on economic productivity. Pulse reports that in Paki-
stan alone, a four-day internet shutdown in May 2023
following the arrest of Imran Khan, cost the country
nearly US$17 million in GDP revenue.

The Telecom Operators Association through its
Secretary General Syed Fakhad Ahmed has expressed
grave concerns over what it termed, the recent internet
throttling and blockage of social media platforms that
affected the populace of Pakistan. In aletter to Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) Chairman Major
General (Retd) HafeezurRehman, the Association has
condemned and vehemently opposed the social me-
dia blackout. The Association pointed to the adverse
impact of such disruptions on Pakistan's global image
at a time when the government aspires to position the
nation as a prominent ICT hub. Ahmed highlighted
the considerable inconvenience experienced by citizens
due to the abrupt blockage of social media platforms.
He pointed out that the flood of inquiries imindating
the helplines of telecom operators left them unable to
provide satisfactory answers, resulting in consumer out-
cry and dissatisfaction.

In the letter, the Association underscored the vital
role of digital connectivity in people’s lives, business
contiruity, national productivity and the overall per-
ception of the country on the global stage. Expressing
concerns about the detrimental effects of such actions,
the Association urged the PTA to conduct a thorough
investigation and issue a detailed statement clarifying
the incidents and ensuring that measures would be
taken to prevent such occurrences in the future. While
reaffirming their commitment to supporting the gov-
ernment’s initiatives to transform Pakistan into an ICT
powerhouse, the telecom operators cautioned against
resorting to censorship measures that impede the coun-
try’s technological progress.

128 million internet users have
repeatedly been plunged into
digital darkness, facing
disruptions to mobile networks
and social media platforms. It
has been a practice with the
authoritarian governments
to increasingly use internet
disruptions and blockades as
weapons to crush dissent

“As of now, the PTA has vet to respond to the As-
sociation’s concerns, leaving many apprehensive about
the future stability and accessibility of internet services
in Pakistan,” it said in the letter. “Amidst the aftermath
of these internet disruptions, stakeholders eagerly await
a response from the regulatory body to address the con-
cerns raised by the Telecom Operators Association.”

All the mobile companies operating in Pakistan are
being run by investments of foreign companies which
begin to lose confidence when they learn that the inter-
net and app services in the country have been stopped
at the instance of the government without consulting
them or taking them in the loop. All the investors are
seriously worried about continuing their businesses
in such an unfavourable and unfriendly environment
whereof the expenses of the companies are contimiing
to soar against decreased revenue from the business. In
this scenario, the incessant internet blockades and inter-
ruptions aggravate their hardships.

These are daily workers who earn their money on
platforms such as Careem, Foodpanda, and Indrive.
These people require stable internet access through
mobile phone data to do their jobs. Over these days,
Foodpanda and services such as Careem were out of
service because their captains and riders had no way of
accepting rides/ orders or following maps. To put things
in context, there are over 13000 Foodpanda and Bykea
riders, 30,000 Uber and Careem captains, and around
12,000 Foodpanda home chefs whose daily wages are
dependent on broadband data.
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Similarly, the shutdowns also have a serious impact
on freelancers. Many Pakistanis work for foreign clients
remotely on platforms such as Fivver and Upwork pro-
viding services ranging from coding to content writing
and search engine optimisation. The gig economy is an
emerging sector in Pakistan. Freelancers in the coun-
try earned around $400 million in both 2021 and 2022
which accounts for about 15% of Pakistan’s total $2.6
billion ICT (information-commmmication-technology)
exports. On top of this, Point of Sale (POS) machines,
often known as debit/credit card machines, use SIMs
to establish a network connection and make digital
payments. The severance of mobile internet signals
had rendered these machines temporarily unworkable,
limiting everyone to cash payments only.

Online transportation services, including ride-hail-
ing platforms like Uber, and food delivery services were
not spared from the telecom sector’s challenges. Users
encountered difficul-
ties in commuting,
while businesses in
these industries ex-
perienced financial
losses. The smooth
operation of these
services heavily relies
on efficient telecom-
munications  infra-
structure,  making
them wvulnerable to
interruptions.

JI Senator Mushtaq said the shutdown of the In-
ternet exposed that the elections were not conducted
fairly. “T'witter (X) shutdown indicated that ‘there is
something in the bottom’. The Global Network Ini-
tiative has consistently pushed against such intentional
restrictions, which almost always violate the principles
of proportionality and necessity. Ironically, a precedent
has shown that disruptions usually don't achieve their
purposes as people often find ways to access applica-
tions through less secure channels when faced with
restrictions. According to 10VPN, demand for VPN
services in Pakistan more than doubled on February 18
compared with the daily average over the 28 days prior
as X began to face restrictions in the country.

Internet Society Pulse in its report disclosed that
the internet shutdown event serves as a reminder of the
critical role that the internet plays in facilitating not only
routine tasks but also the most fundamental rights of
any citizen in a democratic world — the right to vote
and make a living.

In a country where more than 97% of Internet users
depend on mobile broadband services, any disruption
to mobile connectivity essentially equates to blocking

: —
DR. UMAR SAIF
Caretaker Federal Minister for IT
and Telecommunlcation

"| and where available)

to update navigation
and traffic. Most

data as road block-
ages. In normal circumstances, a significant reduction
in road traffic speed or the absence of expected mobile
signals from a road could indicate heavy congestion or
blockage. Aside from these erroneous traffic reports, the
inability to use Google Maps on mobile devices caused
significant challenges for many citizens who wanted to
locate their designated polling stations. The precise lo-
cation of polling stations can change between election
cycles, and for many, Google Maps is a relied-upon tool
for planning their journey.

Moreover, In Pakistan, where serious security con-
cerns still exist, the disruption in mobile connectivity
extends beyond just navigation. In situations of emer-
gency or when quick coordination with family mem-
bers is necessary, the inability to communicate can lead
to extreme anxiety and potential safety risks. Family
members expecting updates from those who went out
to vote might find themselves worried when unable to
establish contact, causing stress on an already tense day.

FEBRUARY, 2024
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-~ Airlink CEO says
ease in SIM accounts
can widen scope of
financial inclusion

R
i
.

and we produce every month more than half a million quality
handsets and six million handsets in a year. So thatis acompany

which was inaugurated by President Arif Alvi way back in 2022

roup CEO Airlink Communication
Muzzaffar Piracha speaks to the Em-
bracing Financial Inclusion & Business
Transformation award ceremony or-
ganised by BizNet at the Presidential Palace. Be-
sides telecom and IT experts, President ArifAlvi,
the Ambassador of Oman Mr Iftikhar and a large
mumber of people attended the event.
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On this occasion, Mr Muzzaffar Piracha while
addressing the audience on the subject of Technol-
ogy and Financial Inclusion said financial inclusion
is the need of the hour. That is the topic from where
we can grow; with the help of financial inclusion.
“From the tech industry, I just introduced myself as
CEO of Airline Communication, and we produce
every month more than half a million quality hand-
sets and six million handsets in a year. Ours is the
company which was inaugurated by President Arif
Alvi way back in 2022. Thanks to him as well.”
Dilating upon the question of the benefit of the
mobile industry in financial inclusion, Mr Piracha
said “If we see the whole world today, the best tool
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for financial inclusion is the digitalisation of econo-
my, that is only possible through the mobile indus-
try. And mobile industry is playing a vital role as
an SPV special purpose vehicle for this. I must ap-
preciate the contribution of Jazz whose role is very
important here as well. Jazz has played a very vital
role in financial inclusion by the name of JazzCash
and the challenges we are facing.” Mr Piracha re-
ferred to his discussion with the Jazz persons on the
challenges facing the industry and said “as of today,
the biggest challenge is that they have to open the
account twice; once at the time of buying the SIM,
and then they have to go to the State Bank of Paki-

State Bank again for the thumb impression.”

“We all come here. We discuss and go. And
leave without any success or just discuss. I think I
have one point agenda today, and that is if all the
handsets in our country are automatically enabled
for bank accounts which will greatly help us, partic-
ularly in the far-flung and rural areas of Pakistan to
have bank accounts. It will also be a great help to

EVENT |
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the women who have no opportunity for financial
services in the country, especially for the women
who are running a cottage industry but are not part
of financial services. Through the mobile industry,
the purpose of wide-scale financial inclusion can
be best served where we have active SIMs, about
190 million and around 130 million handsets are
there. So I think we can bring 130 million users on

board in a very short time span and that will be a
great success in helping us and our country to go to
another high level. China is an example before us.
China has brought 700 million people out of the
poverty line through the digitalisation of the econ-
omy. The biggest benefit of this digitalisation of the
economy and financial inclusion is that the whole
economy will be documented. We will not face any
restrictions by the global company, the internation-
al efforts and all those things and all our women
will play a vital role when today we say that women
are not part of the financial system. They will stand
shoulder to shoulder with the men and it will help
the country.

So, ladies and gentlemen, my utmost request to-
day is that we go to some conclusion and that is all
mobile phones, all smartphones, when active in the
country, must have some banking account automat-
ically updated because whenever we get a SIM, it
is already with the thumb impression. But another

database is there, so it will help us to achieve the
goal very, very quickly. I'm thankful. I see a mem-
ber from the Tecno industry. We are also produc-
ing Tecno Mobiles in the country and Tecno as a
Transsion Group is producing one million handsets
a month. So this means just Transsion (Mi) and
Xiaomi the 1.5 million handsets, which make for
18 million new users every year with the automatic
banking accounts, the financial banks and all.”

[ must appreciate the
contribution of Jazz whose role
is very important here as well.
Jazz has played a very vital role
in the financial inclusion by the
name of JazzCash and the
challenges that we are facing

At the event, President Arif Alvi lauded the
CEO Airlink Communication Muzzaffar Pircha’s
contributions to the mobile phone manufacturing
industry. It's truly commendable that Airlink Com-
munication not only provides job opportunities but
also helps save significant amounts in mobile phone
exports. President Arif Alvi’s recognition of these
achievements through an award is well-deserved.
It's inspiring to see individuals and companies mak-
ing a positive impact in their respective fields. m
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all over the world register their

deepest affiliation towards the birth-

place of Islam, Saudi Arabia, the

me to the two holiest cities in Islam,

tural, religious and symbolic meanings for Muslims
globally. A lot of Muslims have an emotional and re-
ligious affiliation with the Saudi Kingdom due to its
role as custodian of the holy sites and the historical
connotation of the land in the development and the

spread of Islam.
Muslims from all corners of the earth aspire to

perform the Hajj (pilgrimage) to Mecca at least once
in their lifetime, as one of the five pillars of Islam.

This pilgrimage serves as a unifying factor for Mus-
lims and reinforces their connection to the Islamic
faith and the broader Muslim community. The Saudi
government plays an imperative role in managing the
anmial Hajj and ensuring the safety and well-being of
millions of pilgrims who travel to Makkah.

Besides the religious significance, Saudi Arabia
is also kmown for its efforts to promote Islamic ca-
maraderie and support various Islamic causes and
initiatives. The Kingdom has a big role in establish-
ing institutions such as the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) to facilitate cooperation and soli-
darity among Muslim-majority countries and address
common challenges of the Muslim world.

It is worthwhile that while Saudi Arabia holds im-
mense religious significance for many Muslims not
all Muslims around the world may feel a direct affil-
iation with the country. Factors such as cultural, lin-
guistic, and sectarian differences within the Muslim
countries can influence individual feelings towards
Saudi Arabia. Additionally, political developments
and foreign policies of the Saudi government may
impact the perceptions and affiliations of Muslims
in different regions. Pakistan being the second larg-
est Muslim country after Indonesia holds a deep and
emotional attachment with Saudi Arabia due to its
religious significance. Saudi Government has been
a deep friend and supporter of Pakistan in various
areas including economic development, security co-
multifaceted relationship fosters genuine love and ad-
miration for Saudi Arabia among many Pakistanis.
The two countries share a long history of cooperation
and support economically, militarily, culturally and
religiously which have cultivated mutual respect and
affection between the people of the two countries and
their friendly bonds have been contiming to strength-
and vigour to stand with the Pakistani Government in

Every Muslim feels his faith complete at the gate-
way of Mecca and Medinah, the pure land of our
beloved Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), who lives in
the heart of every Muslim. Muslim man and wom-
an’s first wish is to pay tribute to the holy land, be it
the poor or the rich. Saudi government provides ideal
facilitates to the Hajj, Umrah, and Ramazan pilgrims
wortldwide. Poor Muslims save money to perform the
obligation of Hajj and to mandatory rituals in the pil-
lar of Islam. His Majesty King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud merits immense appreciation for his contri-
bution to facilitating travelling for the Muslim com-
munities in different parts of Saudi Arabia in a bid
to promote religious tourism. Pakistanis have been
pleased a lot after the ascension of Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman. Several measures have
been adopted to provide for Pakistani pilgrims during
their journey to Makkah and Madinah for the Hajj.
One of the notable change has been the expansion
and re-development of facilities to accommodate the
increasing mumber of pilgrims, including those from
Pakistan. The provision of better access to the holy
sites, modern accommodation and streamlined logis-
tical support cannot be ignored. E-visa application
facility to fetch the visas within minutes is no doubt
a commendable job.

The rigorous and speedy provision of facilities
in religious tourismn deserves admiration but there
is always room for improvement in accommodating
guests from different strata of society. I had a chance
to wvisit the holy land in the last month which com-
pelled me to hold the pen and publicize a few sugges-
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Shireen Hina Asghar

Saudi Kingdom done
well for pilgrims yet
more can be done

AL

Pakistan being the second largest Muslim country after Indonesia
holds a deep and emotional attachmentwith Saudi Arabia due to its
religious significance. Saudi Government has been a strong friend
and supporter of Pakistan in various areas including economic
development, security cooperation and humanitarian assistance

tions to improve religious tourism in Saudi Arabia.
In order to cater to the expectations of millions of
people from over the globe, Saudi citizens need to im-
prove their attitude and behavior towards their guests.
Here are some suggestions for the Saudi Government
to contemplate while strategizing the handling of
guests:

m  The expectations of millions of people re-
volve around the warm welcome as soon they ar-
rive at the airport. A lot of people feel directionless
the moment they disembark from the planes. There
should be help desks to counter the language barriers
of different communities visiting this dear homeland.

Fvery Muslim wishes to visit the
holy places in Makkah and
Madinah be it the poor or rich.
Saudi government facilitates
the Hajj, Umrah, and Ramazan
rush of pilgrims from all over the
world. People make savings or
even take loans to perform the
mandatory pillar of Islam

= A universal complaint contact number ought
to be introduced to address the issues of different peo-
ple.

m  The handling of luggage needs some im-
provement at different places. Old age people or even
youngsters should be provided with different benches,
since after the completion of their rituals, they direly
look for a resting place to get themselves settled before
finding transportation to go back to their hotels, etc.

= The hotel management has been hiring Sau-
di women too which is substantially appreciable but
their behaviour and conduct should reflect warmth
and good gestures.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK

m  Hotel transportation facilities also need
some improvement. The long wait for people should
be discouraged.

=  Another remarkable achievement is that
Uber and Careem have been made functional in taxi-
ing services which has incredibly increased the ser-
vice facilities for the pilgrim’s families and children.
Similar taxi services should be given access to cater to
the needs of hundreds of thousands of pilgrims.

m  The guides of different languages should be
provided at different points within Haram premises to
facilitate the newcomers and old-age people.

= The bullet train services from Jeddah to Ma-
dinah have been an amazing experience for tourists
to reach their destinations within the shortest possible
time.

m  The third-party handlings should be serious-
ly monitored in all logistics and transport facilities.
Similarly lost and found sections should put in place
where pilgrims might forget their belongings during
their ritual performance in Makkah and Medinah.

= Many hotels do not match the cleanliness
standard and this issue must be addressed.

= Jeddah and Makkah should have excessive
direction boards for the guidance of the people there-
in.

m  The fast train tickets are quite expensive al-
though hixurious. The fares must be subsidized to
help a large number of people experience this facility.

= Translator desks in Makkah and Medinah
will help tourism investment.

m  Saudi Arabia has been speedily improving
the travel and tourism facilities which will surely in-
crease the economy in religious tourism.

= Hajj terminal needs special changes in tem-
perature controls, washroom sanitation and comfort-

Saudi Arabia has cumbersome responsibility
for Muslim regions all over the world for which it
deserves immense appreciation for the awesome ar-
rangements made to facilitate the pilgrims. =
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Telecom sector shares
massive Rs 1.27 trillion

v+

Pakis
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tan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) in its annual report

in national kitty

revealed record telecom revenues of Rs. 850 billion in the fiscal
year 2022-23. Despite many challenges, hurdles and taxes, the
telecom sector is growing constantly

he unbelievable growth of the telecom

industry in Pakistan in the past three de-

cades, which has been seen as a big capital,

is showcasing the huge development of the
telecom sector in Pakistan. New-gen technologies
like the Internet of Things, 4G, 5G, Artificial Intelli-
gence, cloud computing, Metaverse and AR/VR are
ushering in a new wave of innovations that are also
helping in the growth of the telecom sector.

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
in its annual report has revealed record telecom rev-
emues of Rs. 830 billion in the fiscal year 2022-23.
Despite many challenges, hurdles and taxes, the tele-
com sector is growing constantly but now it is time
to focus on giving relief to the users because all voice
and data package rates almost have doubled over a
year. In the last five years alone, the number of tele-
com subscribers in the country has skyrocketed by an
impressive 25 percent, hitting an astonishing 192.3
million.

The teledensity, encompassing both mobile and
fixed services, has surpassed 80.5 percent by the end
of September 2023, showeasing an incredible growth
of 13.6 percent during the same period. Notably, cel-
Iular mobile services are now accessible to a remark-
able 90 percent of Pakistan's population, while 3G
and 4G signals extend to over 80 percent.

The cellular mobile cell sites have seen a signifi-
cant boost, reaching 54,415 by June 2023, signifying
a remarkable 29 percent growth over the past five
years.

In tandem with the explosive growth in mobile
services, broadband subscribers have reached an
astonishing 130.1 million by September 2023, re-
flecting an exceptional growth rate of 110 percent
over the last five years. The broadband penetration,
including both mobile and fixed connections, has
surged to 54.5 percent, up from 29 percent in 2018.

The expansion of telecom services, coupled with
effective monetization strategies by operators, has re-
sulted in record telecom revenues of Rs. 850 billion
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in the fiscal year 2022-23.

The mobile Average Revenue Per User (ARPU)
per month has also witnessed a commendable eleva-
tion to Rs. 278 billion during July-September 2023.
The telecom sector has made an impressive anmual
contribution of Rs. 340 billion to the national ex-
chequer through PTA deposits, taxes, spectrum fees,
and other revenue streams.

One of the most noteworthy achievements high-
lighted in the report is the affordability of telecom
1ates in Pakistan. Due to proactive regulatory prac-
tices and a competitive broadband market, subscrib-
ers in Pakistan enjoy some of the most affordable
telecom rates globally.

The cost of 1GB of data stands at an astonish-
ingly low US$ 0.12, positioning Pakistan as the sixth
least expensive country in this regard. Despite the
challenges posed to industry profitability by declin-
ing prices, the decline has been substantial, decreas-
ing by 71 percent from Rs. 114.3 in FY 2017-18 to
Rs. 32.8 per GB during FY 2022-23.

Recognizing the critical role of the fibre footprint
in Pakistan’s telecommunications and internet infra-
structure, the government and the PTA have actively
promoted the deployment of Optical Fiber Cable
(OFC) networks.

Their efforts include addressing Right of Way
(RoW) challenges and implementing rollout obliga-
tions of 1,500 kilometres of OFC for new Long Dis-
tance and International (LDI) licensing. This initia-
tive aims to meet the growing demand for high-speed
internet and digital services, presenting lucrative in-
vestment opportunities.

The PTA report says the sector contributed
Rs1.27 trillion to the national treasury from the fiscal
year 2018-19 to the fiscal 2022-23.

The report says PTA is actively working on the
integration of its satellite broadband, particularly
through the High Throughput Satellite (HTS) sys-
tem to bridge the digital divide in the country. The
HTS system will provide high-speed satellite internet
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in the country.

The report suggests reducing the cost of doing
business by adopting certain measures such as in-
frastructure sharing and implementing cost-effective
strategies to meet capacity demand that is essential
for extending connectivity to underserved areas in
the country.

The report says mobile broadband has signifi-
cantly grown over the past five years from 37 per-
cent of mobile subscribers in 2017-18 to 65 percent
in 2022-23.

Currently, it says, 90 per cent of mobile broad-
band subscribers in the country are using 4G com-
pared to 17 percent five years ago.

The report has mentioned four telecom operators
in the country, led by Jazz, followed by Zong, Tele-
nor and Ufone, as the formal merger of Telenor with
PTCL/Ufone has not been notified so far.

Among existing companies, Jazz leads with a to-
tal of 37 percent cellular subscribers in the country
and the largest 4G subscriber base of 43.86 million.
It also has the highest revenue market share of 46 per
cent as well as the highest average revenue per user
(ARPU) of Rs 354.

In industry, ARPU in 2022-23 was Rs247.3
per month, up from Rs220.2 in the preceding year,
whereas the industry maintains that the ARPU has
declined in dollar terms.

The report says one of the PTA's strategic objec-
tives was to provide affordable, high-quality services
in the country besides ensuring that investors and
operators receive a reasonable return on their invest-
ments.

The report mentions that Pakistan offers some of

the world’s lowest and most budget-friendly telecom
prices.
It says the cost of 1 GB of data in Pakistan was
12 cents making it the lowest in the region and sixth
lowest in the world, but it has registered a 71 per cent
decline since 2017-18.

The report says PTA is developing guidelines
for the management of electronic waste (e-waste) in
the ICT sector. The goal is to promote responsible
disposal and recycling of electronic equipment, con-
tributing to environmental sustainability and the es-
tablishment of a circular economy. These guidelines
will offer recommendations for ICT companies to
handle, dispose of, and effectively recycle electronic
waste.

The PTA has also highlighted the internation-
al connectivity infrastructure of the country as
there are seven submarine cable connections and a
Pak-China optical fibre cable (OFC), alongside 19
cross-border terrestrial telecom links to neighbouring
countries, consisting of nine microwave links and 10
OFC links.

Key players in the country’s international band-
width provision include PTCL, Transworld Associ-
ates (TWA), Cyber Internet Service Providers and
SCO.

Now it is time to focus on giving

relief to users because all voice

and data package rates almost
have doubled over a year. In
the last five years alone, the

number of telecom subscribers

in the country has skyrocketed
by an impressive 25 percent,

hitting an astonishing
192.3 million

The report says the government is preparing to
launch 5G services in the country. A draft policy
guideline designed to facilitate the deployment of
5G and advanced technologies is already in place,
along with the identification of spectrum for 5G, it
adds.

To introduce 5G services effectively and efficient-
Ly, the report says, the government must prioritise the
development of the requisite infrastructure. m
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As of January 2024, telecom companies are instructed to use
the newly introduced Single Sales Tax Portal for filing their tax
returns. The FBR emphasized that the previous sales tax return
method would no longer be available for filing returns related to

the telecom sector

he Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has

initiated a single sales tax return for the

telecom sector, applicable for the tax peri-

od of January 2024, to be filed in February
2024 via the Single Sales Tax Portal.

This measure is in line with the government’s
objective to facilitate taxpayers, ease doing business,
and reduce compliance costs.

As of January 2024, telecom companies are in-
structed to use the newly introduced Single Sales Tax
Portal for filing their tax returns. The FBR. empha-
sised that the previous sales tax return method would
no longer be available for filing returns related to the
telecom sector. The FBR has enabled the uploading
of sales tax invoices for January 2024, streamlining
the process of filing a single return through the des-
ignated portal.

This initiative is part of the FBR’s commitment
to simplifying tax procedures, minimizing errors,
and providing a centralised platform for accessing

The Single Sales Tax Portal, accessible at www.
iris.fbr.govpk, allows sales tax registered individuals
in the telecom sector to file a unified sales tax return,
eliminating the need for separate submissions to the
FBR and provincial sales tax authorities. This ap-
proach aims to save time, reduce effort, and simplify
the overall return filing process.

The system further addresses concerns related to
data entry and calculation errors, allowing for the
apportioning of input tax adjustments and tax pay-
ments across different sales tax authorities.

The FBR anticipates that this unified system will
encourage harmonisation of tax procedures between
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Federal and Provincial Government Revenue Au-
thorities, promoting national unity.

Initially launched for the telecommunications
sector, including companies such as M/5 CMPak
Limited, M/S Pakistan Mobile Communications
Limited, M/S Pak Telecom Mobile Limited, M/S
Telenor Pakistan (Pvt.) Limited, and M/S Pakistan
Telecommunication Company, the single sales tax
return is applicable for the tax period of Janmary
2024, with filing scheduled for February 2024.

To facilitate a smooth transition, the FBR has
directed telecom sector entities to familiarize them-
selves with the new system, emphasising that the
uploading of sales tax invoices for January 2024 has
been enabled.

It is noted that a couple of weeks ago, a new de-
velopment was put forward by the Federal Board
of Revenue FBR by launching the Single Sales Tax
return portal across the country. This vital brealk-
through is aimed at facilitating the taxpayers, easing
doing business and reducing compliance costs. This
leads to a keynote and cornerstone achievement
of the FBR with the development of this sales tax
return portal. All this achievement, in a nutshell,
amounts to a technological initiative towards auto-
mation, data integration and tax harmonization.

It would be relevant to share that the idea of
developing the Single Sales Tax Return was trans-
formed into a reality right after discussion with the
concerned authorities including provincial govern-
ments and their respective revenue bodies. The out-
line of the idea was also supported and backed by the
input of other stakeholders: including taxpayers and
tax practitioners. This digital sales tax return portal
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will in return ease the sales tax filing procedures and
conjointly preserve the compliance costs. This initia-
tive was the key recommmendation for finance policy
from international financial organizations including
the World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

The new sales return portal will assist in mini-
mising the data entry, simplifying the filing process,
addressing the common data issues and also recti-
fying the calculation errors. The portal’s system
will automatically handle and distribute input tax
adjustments and tax payments across the sales tax
authorities, also diminishing the necessity for rec-
onciliations and payment transfers. Following the
effectiveness of this portal’s system, the concerned
officers of revenue bodies will have the functional ca-
pability and capacity to make better decisions about
the matters of the taxpayers. Additionally, it will em-
power the tax collection authority to further amplify
the revenue collection and enhance the tax compli-
ance mechanism without audits. Adding one more
benefit to the queue, the portal will emphasise the
harmonisation of tax procedures, integration and
coordination between the federal government and
the provinces, which will in return promote national
unity and ensure cohesion.

The system further addresses
concerns related to data entry
and calculation errors, allowing
for the apportioning of input
tax adjustments and tax
payments across different sales
tax authorities

Sales Tax on goods, all over Pakistan, is collect-
ed by FBR and sales tax on services is collected by
the respective territorial tax bodies of all four prov-
inces. The FBR also collects sales tax on services in
the Islamabad Capital Territory. Meanwhile, Azad
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan have their tax regula-
tory bodies.

Presently, taxpayers have to file their monthly
sales tax returns to multiple tax regulatory authori-
ties, for example, a person supplying taxable goods
and providing services across the country would
have to file sales tax returns with FBR, Punjab Reve-
me Authority, KPK Revenue Authority, Baluchistan
Revenue authority, and Sindh revemue board includ-
ing respective revenue authorities of AJK and Gilg-
it-Baltistan. Following the above scenario is such a
tiring and burdensome task before the formal advent
of the single sales tax return portal that it could even
lead to errors and miscalculations. Now, with the for-
mal launching of this portal, taxpayers will file only
one sales tax return.

In this view, this new development will go on to
play a vital role in transforming our indirect tax poli-
cy by broadening the tax base, enhancing transparen-
cy, reducing the compliance burden and Improving
the administrative efficiency of the tax authorities
enabling them to concentrate and tap on other po-
tential areas of revenue sources. m

| FEBRUARY, 2024



e
(Wl RV e

“THE-RICH HOTEL
& APARTMENTS }

L Far}tastic Featqjies
RESTAURANT

https://richhotel.pk

fooftoy

! For further details please call: richhoteIBhcial
= 4+92-42-111 111150 | 0334-111 11 50 399 4, 3995 Block J3, Nazaria-e-Pakistan Koad, Johar Town, Lahore.




3
m
S
<

e
—
&

w0

Business Mews Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

All about the new
TECNO SPARK 20 Pro Series!
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This time, TECNO has really exceeded expectaﬂons with the latest additions to its SPARK Qerles—
SPARK 20 Pro and Pro+. These phones carry splendid features, enhanced quality, and an attractive
price point. Let's check out what makes them worth buying in the smartphone market

re we not always on the lookout for a

reasonably priced phone? However,

finding a budget-friendly phone that re-
be challenging. Many affordable phones may lack
certain features or capabilities. Thankfully, TECNO
has consistently addressed this concern by offering a
variety of phones across different price ranges.

This time, TECNO has really exceeded expec-
tations with the latest additions to its SPARK Se-
ries—SPARK 20 Pro and Pro+. These phones carry
amagzing features, enhanced quality, and an attrac-
tive price point. Let’s check out what makes them
worth buying in the smartphone market.

The standout feature of these newly launched
phones is the impressive screens, providing an ex-
tra touch of excellence to these promising products.
The TECNO Spark 20 Pro has a 6.78-inch IPSLCD
with a modern “hole screen” design, seamlessly in-
tegrating the front-facing camera within the display

" SPARK 20+

for a sleek and immersive viewing experience. Add
to that is a unique touch the Dynamic Port feature
utilizes the camera hole to showcase notifications,
app shortcuts, and animations, providing users with
a personalized and dynamic interface.

The TECNO Spark 20 Pro+ takes a significant
leap forward with its premium AMOLED panel,
providing a more immersive and visually appeal-
ing experience. This upgrade delivers richer colors,
deeper blacks, and wider viewing angles compared
to standard LCD panels. The design minimizes be-
zels, achieving a 91% screen-to-body ratio. The dis-
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creet punch-hole camera, positioned in the corner,
maximizes the display area for an enhanced visual
experience. Similarly, in this phone, the Dynamic
Port feature displays notifications, app shortcuts,
and animations, adding a touch of personalization
and style to your phone.

SPARK 20pw+

The SPARK 20 Pro+ is powered by the Me-
diaTekHelio G99 chipset and 16GB of RAM for
seamless performance. It comes equipped with a
versatile triple-camera system on the back, compris-
ing a high-resohution 108MP Ultra Sensing Main
Camera, a 2MP macro sensor, and a depth sen-
sor. For stunning selfies, the front-facing camera is
an impressive 32MF, featuring three different flash
modes and a dual-video camera setup.

TECNO

The Pro version packs a robust 5000mAh bat-

tery, ensuring long-lasting usage. The phone also
delivers an immersive audio experience with 400%
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bigger volume stereo dual speakers. Among its no-
table features and different colors, the Magic Skin
2.0 variant offers a premium experience, being 500%
more durable, providing 25% more UV protection,
and a glossy matte leather finish that is Iuxurious
and stunning.

The Spark 20 Pro+ shares the same powerful
chipset and RAM as the Spark 20 Pro. However,
it distinguishes itself with a unique and visually
appealing design feature called the Quadrant Star
Array, which elegantly houses the phone’s rear
quad-camera system. This impressive camera setup
includes a high-resolution 108MP main sensor, a
13MP ultrawide sensor, a 2MP macro sensor, and a
depth sensor. The selfie camera is also 32MP pow-
ered by Al portrait restoration and an expansive
88.9° golden lens.

Ensuring extended usage, the Spark 20 Pro+ has
got 6000mAh battery. With a unique 56.5° curved
angle, it offers an ultra-slim body and lightweight

TECNOD SPARK 20er+
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feel, providing the perfect blend of sleekness and
comfort. This phone also features the Magic Skin
2.0 variant and IP53-certified protection against wa-
ter and dust, making it a device that combines style
with durability.

The Spark 20 Pro and Pro+ will offer a good val-
ue in a reasonable price range. This series is a great
package designed to enhance your everyday mobile
experience. From camera capabilities to battery life
and design, these phones cater to the diverse needs
of users, providing an affordable option for those

seeking reliable smartphones. m
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Samsung Pakistan
cheats mobile phone
sellers in guise of
tour reward

The mvestm:atlons revealed that the company management
and several dealers had sold the visas in the market at one
million rupees. Due to the cancellation of visas, the reputation
of the businessmen has been seriously damaged. So the
dealers’ community has demanded action and boycott of the
company management

he Korean-based company Samsung,

which sells mobile phones in Pakistan,

gave a target to the dealers, vendors and

distributors to sell its mobile phones
across the country to boost their sales and an-
nounced to arrange a group tour of three European
countries last year for the best sellers. The dealers,
vendors and distributors achieved the target by in-
vesting a hefty amount of their valuable capital and
time besides billions of rupees of benefit came to
the company.

Reliable sources have confirmed that a private
travel company in Karachi on behalf of the Sam-
sung mobile phone company, applied for group tour
visas through the Netherlands Embassy. But on the
complaint of visa applications by fake people, visas
of all the respected and well-known mobile phone
dealers and businessmen were rejected.

A private travel company in Karachi was as-
signed to reach out to the Embassy of the Nether-
lands which was also contacted through emails and
other channels but the Embassy cancelled the visas
of all mobile phone dealers. Samsung management
in Pakistan told Flare Magazine that a WhatsApp
group was also formed by the Samsung mobile
phone company to keep the dealers, vendors and
businessmen informed about their visas, Europe
tour and documents on this whole situation. But
the process was terminated by the administration
after one day and the passports of the best perform-
ers were held back for two months.
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Sources said that at the same time, two Chi-
nese companies operating in Pakistan, Tecno and
Mi Mobile, contacted various European embassies
for a group tour of Europe, on which the embassies
responded to these two Chinese mobile phone com-
panies. The administration and dozens of mobile
phone dealers across the country have been issued
visas. Sources said that entertainment and infor-
mation target tours are being conducted by mobile
phone companies for group tours in Europe and
other countries. Due to their poor strategy and cor-
ruption, the reputation of Samsung mobile phone
company Pakistan will be severely damaged once
again.

The dealers, vendors and dis-
tributors achieved the target
by investing a hefty amount of
their valuable capital and time
besides the billions of rupees
benefit came to the company

The report of the cancellation of visas of doz-
ens of mobile phone dealers across the country
spread like wildfire in the mobile phone and tele-
com sector. NaeemWaraich, General Secretary of
Pakistan Mobile Phone Sales Union, in a special
conversation, explained in detail that the Samsung
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mobile phone company had caused severe losses to
mobile phone dealers in the past through various
schemes and other methods. The president of the
Mobile Phone Dealers Association, Babar said the
association had negotiated with the company as its
management caused serious damage to the people
selling mobile phones.

He added that the company’s management kept
the visa cancelled passports for a long time due to
which all dealers lost their passports and could not
travel to any country. He said that the management
of Samsung Mobile Phone Pakistan had complete-
ly failed this time or it was not serious to work with
mobile phone dealers in Pakistan. He further said
that the Samsung company has severely abused the
dealers and the company and the procedure adopt-
ed for the visa was carried out through the officers
of the company who were corrupt and they held
back the passports for months to abuse and make
money. He said it did not make sense that after
visas were rejected why their passports were kept
for months and were not delivered despite repeated
demands. He said normally it happens that if vi-
sas were not allowed the passports were given back
instantly to the dealers so that they could benefit
from the tour of another mobile phone company.
He strongly regretted that the Samsung manage-
ment did not treat the people selling mobile phones
well nor take it seriously to make good the com-
mitment or even return their passports immediately.
ShahidMajeed, a well-known dealer of Gujranwa-
la, also told Flare Magazine that from the first day,
the process of applying for a visa was suspicious.
A WhatsApp group was created but it was deleted
after a few days as such the dealers lost the means
to contact or talk to the company management. “It
should not have been done and these people are
misbehaving with the mobile phone dealers.” He
suggested writing on the main entrance of the mar-
kets and business places that the management of
Samsung mobile phones is fraudulent and all the
sets are defective and are fraught with complaints.
So don't buy a Samsung cassette. He added that we
are telling union leaders, shopkeepers and members
all over to boycott Samsung across the country. The
sellers are well-known dealers but they have been
badly treated, he told Flare adding, he was also
among the victims of this scam. He said that an
unknown and fictitious company in Karachi was
chosen for the visa process, due to which the visas
have been cancelled. The way the dealers were hu-
miliated is unprecedented.

Mr. Zeeshan, a well-known mobile phone deal-
er from Deska said that with consensus and uni-
ty in our community, they could deal with such
fraudulent activities of a company like Samsung.
He said that even before this, I suffered a loss of
23 lakhs in the name of the rebate, but the money
was not returned to him. If a dealer defaults, the
companies join hands to make his life miserable
but here companies like Samsung and Green Tech
defrauded them and are scot-free. He further said
that there should be a consensus in our community
so that people doing business do not fall victim to
such fraud.

Sources responsible for selling mobile phones
and Samsung told Flare Magazine that more than
70 people had their biometrics taken and visas were
not found. That the company officials are involved
in the whole game and now the dealers are being
humiliated. Various dealers, distributors and em-
ployees selling the mobile phones shared with Flare
that the procedure adopted by the Samsung man-
agement for the group tour in Europe was not work-
able and the paperwork was incomplete. The sourc-
es denied the deserving vendors and businessmen,
the visas were sold in the tour market at the rate of
10 lakh rupees per person whose mobile phone de-
lusion had nothing to do with this business. Human
trafficking was done in the name of this group tour.
A and other institutions should also be investigated
in this regard. Sources further said that other coun-
tries including the European Union are also getting
information that companies are earning crores of
rupees by human trafficking in the name of group

tours. =
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PTCL Group achieves
20.8% revenue growth
despite odds

/

Pakistan Telecommunication Company

lelted (PTCL)

has posted a 15.4% growth in its revenues, owing to its strong
performance in both retail and business segments, whereas
the revenue growth of Ufone is 25.6%. The Group’s subsidiary,
U Microfinance Bank, kept a strong momentum and posted a
76.9% revenue growth during 2023.

PTCL Group has achieved a double-digit
reverue growth of 25.8% during the finan-
cial year 2023. PTCL Group has maintained
its strong performance, strengthening its sta-

tus as Pakistan's top integrated telecom service provid-
er. Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited
(PTCL), posted a 15.4% growth in its revenes, ow-
ing to its strong performance in both retail and busi-
ness segments, whereas the revenue growth of Ufone
is 25.6%. The Group’s subsidiary, U Microfinance
Bank, kept a strong momentum and posted a 76.3%
revenue growth during 2023.

The PTCL Group announced its annual financial
results for the year 2023 at the meeting of its Board of
Directors in Islamabad.

Major highlights of financial performance

PTCL Group:

PTCL Group’s revenue has increased by 25.8%
YoY to Rs190.6 billion, mainly driven by strong
performance in the consumer segment led by fixed
broadband, mobile data, and wholesale & business

The Group’s profitability was, among other fac-
tors, particularly affected by significant Rupee deval-
uation and high-interest rates during the year. The
Group has posted a net loss of Rs 14.1billion. The
biggest highlight for PTCL during 2023 has been the
signing of a Share Purchase Agreement with Telenor
Pakistan B.V. (Telenor) to acquire a 100% stake in
Telenor Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd (Telenor Pakistan) based
on an Enterprise Value of PKR 108 billion on a cash-
free, debt-free basis.

PICL:

PTCL continued its strong performance through-
out 2023.PTCL posted reverme of Rs 96.3billion for
the year 2023 which is 15.4% higher than last year,
mainly driven by growth in broadband and wholesale
& business solutions segments.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Flash Fiber, PTCL 'spremium Fiber-To-The-Home
(FTTH) service, showed tremendous growth with the
highest Net adds share within the FTTH market in
2023. This phenomenal growth has been possible
through the aggressive expansion of PTCL Flash Fi-
ber and dedicated customer experience throughout
the country.

The company reported a net profit of Rs 9.4 bil-
lion, the highest since 2013, which is 3.7% higher
compared to last year. Prompt deployment of FITH
and excellent performance in the Corporate and
‘Wholesale segments are the cornerstones in PTCL’s
topline growth.

The PTCL Group announced its
annual financial results for the
year 2023 at the meeting of its

Board of Directors in Islamabad

PTCL Consumer Business:
PTCL’s fixed broadband business has shown
17.4% YoY growth propelled by the aggressive FTTH

expansion. Flash Fiber showed unprecedented growth
of 106.8%, taking the lion’s share of the market’s net

adds,whﬂeastheFI'CLI[’IVsegmenIa]sogrewby
2.5% YoY. Voice and Charji revenue streams contin-
ued the declining trajectory impacted by OTT services

and competition from cellular operators.
Business Services:

The business services segment continued its mo-
mentum sustaining market leadership in IP Band-
width, Cloud, Data Center, and other ICT services
segments. PTCL’s Enterprise business grew by 25.7%
as compared to last year, while the Carrier and Whole-
sale business contimued its growth momentum and
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achieved 21.9% overall reverue growth. International
voice reverue has increased by 17.9% as compared
to last year. Overall Business Solutions revenue has
grown by 21.9% on a year-on-year basis.

Being the national telecom carrier and connec-
tivity backbone in Pakistan, PTCL Group strives to
provide innovative solutions to accelerate growth for a
‘Digital Pakistan’ through robust telecommmumnication
infrastructure and a diverse portfolio of services with
enhanced customer experience.

As Pakistan’s backbone of connectivity, PTCL
Group is at the forefront of providing innovative solu-
tions that strengthen the idea of a ‘Digital Pakistar’.
This is accomplished by building a strong telecommu-
nication infrastructure and offering a diverse range of
and accelerating digitalisation in the country.

PTCL Group signed Pakistani cricket icoms,
Babar Azam, Haris Rauf and Naseem Shah as brand
ambassadors for the Group to celebrate the nation's
roaring passion for cricket and to rally support for the
Pakistan Cricket Team during its ICC Cricket World
Cup 2023 campaign.

PTCL Group has been awarded the ‘Best Place
to Work in Techmology & Telecom Sector’ by
PSHRM-Engage Consulting, along with being rec-
ognized as the ‘Most Facilitating Employer’ at the
NUST Placement Recognition Awards 2023.

PTMIL—Ufone:

In 2023, Ufone 4G emerged as the standout per-
former in the telecom industry, reporting exceptional
revenue growth of 25.6%, surpassing all other opera-
tors. Ufone 4G posted the highest 4G net adds in the
industry.

This growth has been possible due to better cus-
tomer experience and digital engagement through
multiple data-centric products and strategic partner-
ships with leading digital platforms. Ufone 4G con-
tinues its network modernization activities to provide
unmatched customer experience across Pakistan.

The introduction of ONIC, PTCL Group's am-
bitious project, marks a pivotal step towards digital
transformation. ONIC aims to be an all-encom-
passing digital platform, offering a suite of services
ranging from e-commerce and financial services to
entertainment and connectivity solutions.

PTCL &Ufone 4G, has entered into a strategic al-
liance with the esteemed Pakistani cricket franchise,
Peshawar Zalmi, for the upcoming 9th edition of the
Pakistan Super League (PSL).

UBank:

Ubank, a microfinance and branchless banking
subsidiary of PTCL, continued its growth trajecto-
ry and has achieved a remarkable 76.5% growth in
revenue over the corresponding period of last year
while maintaining a strong balance sheet position
as the bank continued to diversify its asset classes
and funding streams while ensuring positive bot-
tom-line impact. The Bank stands resolute in its
commitment towards financial and social inclu-
sion, utilizing its extensive outreach to provide ex-
ceptional services to a diverse clientele across the
length and breadth of the country through its ru-
ral retail banking, corporate finance & investment
banking, Islamic banking, urban retail banking,
corporate banking, and digital banking canvases.

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR):

Throughout 2023, PTCL Group engaged in a
variety of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
activities, showcasing a commitment to making a
positive impact on society. One notable initiative in-
volved supporting PehliKiran Schools in backward
areas of Islamabad by providing EvoCharji Devic-
es, ensuring seamless internet connectivity for out-
of-school children.

Additionally, PTCL Group actively participat-
ed in national initiatives such as the Polio Eradi-
cation Campaign with UNICEF and organized a
massive blood donation drive at its headquarters
in alignment with “World Blood Donor Day.’ The
organization collaborated with GSMA for a knowl-
edge-sharing workshop addressing the gender gap
in mobile usage in Pakistan. To promote environ-
mental protection, a tree plantation campaign in
collaboration with the Parks & Horticulture Au-
thority was also carried out. m
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speed is worse than 4G

United States, Chinaand Japan have
launched 7G and 8G networks, in some places itis commercial
and in some places, it is still in testing. The customer is being
misled in the name of Mobile Next Generation. A 5G network
has been commercially launched in Maldives but the internet
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> Many Sts deployed
3G but Pakistan still
erappling with 5G
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ome countries have deployed up to 8G

networks but like the previous govern-

ment in Pakistan, the present government

has also claimed to launch the 5G tech-
nology in Pakistan by July 2024. The signing of
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) with
three Qatari companies would pave the way for
significant growth in this sector. An Action Advi-
sory Committee has been formed to oversee the
smooth implementation of the 5G rollout plan.
The government has also started the process of
hiring a consultant to get expert guidance on the
project.

Even the Auction Advisory Committee had
directed the Frequency Allocation Board (FAB)
to allocate spectrum for the upcoming 5G auc-
tion.

The Frequency Allocation Board also updat-
ed the committee on the available spectrum and
frequency bands for the upcoming 5G auction.
Sources indicate that the board highlighted new
spectrum availability resulting from a recent court
decision and the vacation of some spectrum by
the Ministry of Defense and Wireless Local Loop
(WLL) operators. Following these developments,
the Frequency Allocation Board emphasized the
need for a new assessment of the available spec-
trum. The Committee focused on the necessary
steps to initiate the 3G auction process. Pakistan
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Telecommunication Authority (PTA) provided a
comprehensive briefing during the meeting, cov-
ering aspects such as JG spectrum details, the
auction process timeline, and the expected reve-
nue generation.

Many countries of the world have started 5G
and 6G but according to the feedback the con-
sumers of that country are not happy with the
3G or 6G network speed. Recently some coun-
tries have launched 7G and 8G networks but till
now there is the same problem that internet speed
is not available according to the generation. In
this article, we will discuss which Countries Us-
ing TheUltra Fast 7G and 8G Network.

Countries like Norway, the United States,
China and Japan have launched 7G and 8G net-
works, in some places it is commercial and in some
places, it is still in testing. The customer is being
misled in the name of Mobile Next Generation.
3G network has been commercially launched in
Maldives but internet speed is worse than 4G.

At present, China is working on 3G commu-
nication network technology with two prominent
Chinese companies, Huawei and ZTE, working
on hardware solutions. The Chinese Minister for
Industry and Information Technology Miao Wei
has announced the beginning of research into the
next-generation of mobile communications net-
works, 6G.
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However, the internet around the world is typ-
ically much better than you think — and, believe
it or not, even emerging countries have some of
the fastest internet speeds. The countries with the
world’s fastest average internet speed. It doesn't
mean that these countries use the 7G or 8G net-
work. In fact, So far 5G and 6G networks in any
country are not fully operational or commercial-
ly implemented. Fastest internet speed in below
mentioned countries-
. South Korea — 28.6 Mb/s
. Norway — 23.5 Mb/s
Sweden — 22.5 Mb/s
Hong Kong — 21.9 Mb/s
Switzerland — 21.7 Mb/s
Finland - 20.5 Mb/s
. Singapore — 20.3 Mb/s
. Japan - 20.2 Mb/s
. Denmark — 20.1 Mb/s
10. United States — 18.7 Mb/s
These countries offer the best of the best in
terms of average speed and provide a framework
for internet users that is reflective of today’s most
advanced technology. Don't think that these
above countries use 7G or 8G networks because
6G is still a proposed network how we can say
that some countries use the 7G and 8G networks.
For comparison, the average broadband con-
nection speed in the U.S. is 6.6 megabits per sec-
ond - or more than 13,000 times slower. Which
type of G-Generation is used there? NASA's
Internet connection is 13,000 times faster than
yours. Just imagine that G-Generation.
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The present government has
also claimed to launch the 5G
technology in Pakistan by July

2024. The signing of Memoran-
dums of Understanding (MoU)
with three (Qatari companies
would pave the way for signifi-
cant growth in this sector

Sixth Generation (6G)

6G is proposed to integrate 3G with satellite
networks for global coverage. It is considered to be
a cheap and Fast Internet Technology to provide
unbelievably high data rates or very fast Internet
speed access on air through wireless and mobile
devices possibly up to 11 Gbps, while travelling or
in a remote location.

Advantages of 6G technology

Ultra-fast access to the Internet.
Data rates will be up to 10-11 Gbps.
Home automation and other related
applications.
Smart Homes, Cities and Villages.
May be used in the production of Energy from
the galactic world.
Space technology and defence applications will
be modified with 6G networks.
Home-based ATM systems.
Satellite to Satellite Communication for the de-
velopment of mankind.
Natural Calamities will be controlled with 6G
networks.
Sea to Space Communication.
Mind to Mind Communication may be possible.
7G Deals with Space roaming

After 4G the next generation, 5G aims for a
real wireless world with no limitations while 6G
integrates 3G with satellite networks. Due to vari-
able technologies and standards, with 6G hand-
off/roaming will be an issue. This drives the 7G
of mobile wireless networks which aims to ac-
quire space roaming.

Some people write that 10G networks are
working in many countries. However, such people
may not know the difference between 10G (Gen-
eration-10) and 10G Network Ring. =
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Combine FinTech,
Green Banking
providing lasting
economic solutions

Atits core, FinTechis used to help companies, business owners, and
consumers better manage their financial operations, processes,
and lives. It is composed of specialised software and algorithms
used on computers and smartphones. FinTech, the word, is a
shortened combination of “financial technology.” FinTech has
redefined the horizons of the banking industry

inancial technology (better known as fin-
Tech) describes new technology that seeks
to improve and automate the delivery and
use of financial services. At its core, fin-
Tech is used to help companies, business owners,
and consumers better manage their financial oper-
ations, processes, and lives. It is composed of spe-
cialised software and algorithms used on computers
and smartphones. FinTech, the word, is a shortened
combination of “financial technology.” Fin'Tech has
redefined the horizons of the banking industry.

FinTech companies are factually revolutionising
the financial services industry throughout the world.
By tackling innovation head-on, FinTechs are pro-
viding for the financial industry to better serve their
customers by making feasible-quality services at low
costs. Reshaping the banking industry, this techno-
logical revolution includes everything from simple
digital mobile applications to complex blockchain
networks housing encrypted transactions.

FinTech has taken over the global banking indus-
try including the digitalisation of various back-end
processes and consumer-facing financial solutions. It
holds true for the developed and developing world.

The adoption of various key techmologies has
become a precursor for the development and sus-
tainable development of a country’s banking indus-
try. Pakistan's banking industry also requires the
proactive adoption of various emerging financial
technologies strategically in every aspect of a bank’s
functioning. Technologies like Handheld devices,
Artificial Intelligence, Blockchain, Cloud Comput-
ing, Internet-of-things (IoT) and Hyper Automation
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are revolutionizing the global banking industry and
can lead Pakistan towards the development of a car-
bon-neutral banking sector. Technology advances
give businesses, governments, and social-sector in-
stitutions more possibilities to enhance productivity,
invent, improve, and reinvent offerings, and contrib-
ute to humanity’s sustainable development. The de-
velopment of a country’s green economic system is
intricately linked with the adoption of FinTech. It is
estimated that Artificial Intelligence can generate up
to US$ 1 trillion additional value for the global bank-
ing industry annually using available financial data
processed in machine learning.

Customer and its financial data is the key to trea-
sure in the modern era, using which an individual
or business can be evaluated for the target-based of-
fering of a customized variety of products. Block-
chain technology will play an important role in the
adoption of various FinTechs including digital wal-
lets, digital assets, decentralized finance (DeFi), and
non-fungible tokens (NFT). Research shows that
by the year 2030, cloud technology will account for
more than US$]1 trillion of the world’s top 500 com-
panies’ earnings before tax.

FinTech and bank partnerships are fulfilling the
gaps to digitize business processes and payments.
Offering mumerous products with effective customer
experience integrated with proximity and online pay-
ment solutions. The partnership generates new reve-
nue streams for both bank and FinTech specifically
targeting Millennials and Gen Z consumers. In addi-
tion to the profound economic benefits of FinTech,
this financial and technological revolution promises
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the attainment of simultaneous economic, social,
and environmental sustainability. Adoption of Fin-
Tech and Green Banking go hand-in-hand as Fin-
Tech can help the banking industry to evaluate and
reduce its adverse environmental impact and provide
a pathway for the investors to channel their opera-
tions towards more sustainable economic solutions.
Artificial Intelligence and blockchain platforms can
assist a bank to monitor, quantify, and report the var-
ious social and environmental impacts of its various
operations.

Similarly, big data analytics can play a role in
measuring a bank’s cartbon emissions or the trace-
ability of its supply chain operations. These technol-
ogies can also help reduce the carbon footprint at the
banking customer’s end. In a post-COVID-19 world
of financial services, Green Banking is increasingly
mainstream through policy, regulation, market forc-
es and, most importantly, consumer demand. The
merger of Green Banking and FinTech has become
a necessity and a reality which can shape Pakistan’s
future as a sustainable and prosperous economy.

When FinTech emerged in the 21st century,
the term was initially applied to the technology
employed at the backend systems of established fi-
nancial institutions, such as banks. From 2018 or
so to 2022, there was a shift to consumer-oriented
services. FinTech now includes different sectors and
industries such as education, retail banking, fund-
raising and nonprofit, and investment management,
to name a few.

FinTech also includes the development and use
of cryptocurrencies, such as Bitcoin. While that seg-
ment of FinTech may see the most headlines, the big
money still lies in the traditional global banking in-
dustry and its multitrillion-dollar market capitaliza-
tion.

Broadly, the term “financial technology” can ap-
ply to any innovation in how people transact busi-
ness, from the invention of digital money to dou-
ble-entry bookkeeping. Since the Internet revolution,
financial technology has grown explosively.

In its most basic form, FinTech unbundles finan-
cial services into individual offerings that are often
easier to use. The combination of streamlined offer-
ings with technology allows FinTech companies to
be more efficient and cut down on costs associated
with each transaction.

If one word can describe how many FinTech in-
novations have affected traditional trading, banking,
financial advice, and products, it's “disruption™—a
word you have likely heard in commonplace conver-
sations or the media. Financial products and services
that were once the realm of branches, salespeople,
and desktops are now more commonly found on

FinTech has taken over the
global banking industry,
including the digitalisation of
various back-end processes
and consumer-facing financial
solutions. It holds true for the
developed and developing
world

New technologies, such as machine learning/
artificial intelligence (AI), predictive behavioural
analytics, and data-driven marketing, will take the
guesswork and habit out of financial decisions.
“Learning” apps will not only learn the habits of us-
ers but also engage users in learning games to make
their automatic, unconscious spending and saving
decisions better.

FinTech is also a keen adapter of automated cus-
tomer service technology, utilizing chatbots and AT
interfaces to assist customers with basic tasks and
keep down staffing costs. Fintech is also being lever-
aged to fight fraud by leveraging information about
payment history to flag transactions that are outside
the norm. m
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Iran asks Pakistan

to complete gas pipe
or face
lawsuit

[8billion

Iran issued three notices to Pakistan in the years 2019, 2022, and
most recently in December 2023, demanding Pakistan to either
complete the pipeline or face legal consequences. The latest notice
warned of a potential $18 billion arbitration claim if Pakistan failed
to meet the September 2024 deadline

ran has again extended the timeframe for

its gas pipeline project with Pakistan by 180

days to September 2024. Iran has warned

that if the matter proceeds to arbitration, it
will petition the Paris-based International Arbi-
tration Court and demand a $18 billion penalty
from Pakistan.

Iran issued three notices to Pakistan in the
years 2019, 2022, and most recently in December
2023, demanding Pakistan to either complete the
pipeline or face legal consequences. The latest no-
tice warned of a potential $18 billion arbitration
claim if Pakistan fails to meet the September 2024
deadline.

Pakistan signed a gas pipeline agreement with
Iran in 2014, to import gas to meet its energy
needs. However, the project has faced numer-
ous delays due to various factors, including US
sanctions against Iran and internal disagreements
within Pakistan.

‘While the government has assured Iran, it will
move forward with laying a gas pipeline within
its territory to import Iranian gas, sources in the
Petroleum Ministry said. This decision came af-
ter repeated warnings and potential arbitration
threats from Iran regarding the stalled project, the
sources said.

Tehran has offered to send legal and technical
experts to Pakistan to work on a win-win solution
before the 180-day timeframe elapses. According
to local media, the technical teams’ goal will be to
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complete the project avoiding arbitration.

Iran previously requested in its second notice
in November-December 2022 that Pakistan build
a part of the Iran-Pakistan Gasline project on its
territory by February-March 2024 or suffer a $18
billion fine.

Before that, Tehran informed Islamabad in
February 2019 that it would pursue arbitration for
failing to install the pipeline within the terms pro-
vided in the pipeline project.

Pakistan has claimed that it is unable to work
on the project due to US sanctions against Iran, a
position that Tehran has never accepted, alleging
that the US restrictions are unjustified.

'\
P

In April 2023, ex-Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari said that both countries intended
to expand the yearly trade volume to $5 billion as
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part of a five-year commercial cooperation plan
for 2023-2028.

The Foreign Minister and his Iranian counter-
part, Hossein Amir-Abdollahian had conducted a
joint press conference in Islamabad.

The Foreign Minister stated that as part of the
five-year plan, trade barriers would be abolished,
a free trade agreement would be completed, and
institutional linkages between the private sectors
on both sides would also be developed.

According to ex-FM, Pakistan has a vision for
increased commerce that is perfectly in line with
Iranian President EbrahimRaisi’s “neighbour-
hood first” approach.

“To this end, we have agreed to prioritise the
operationalisation of the five remaining border
markets by the end of this year,” Bilawal had then
said.

Pakistan signed a gas pipeline
agreement with Iran in 2014 to
import gas to meet its energy
needs. However, the project
has faced numerous delays due
to various factors, including
US sanctions against Iran and
internal disagreements within
Pakistan

According to the terms of the agreements be-
tween the two countries, Pakistan and Iran have
resolved to return all of the condemned detainees,
according to former Foreign Minister Bilawal.

“It has also been decided to set free fishermen
in custody and to waive off any fine imposed by
the authorities of both countries for the release of
their vessels,” he said.

Bilawal then said both nations had reached an
agreement to continue their active engagement in
Afghanistan to advance peace and stability there
and to advance the welfare and prosperity of their
Afghan brothers and sisters.

He declared that both nations would keep
working together to combat anti-Muslim and Is-
lamophobic prejudice.

The Iranian Minister laid stress on using re-
gional mechanisms to advance economic, com-
mercial, and tourism cooperation. According to
him, both parties are firmly committed to boost-
ing their bilateral commerce to $5 billion.

According to the Iranian Minister, a special
economic free trade region will be established
between the two nations at their shared border
points.

The two sides would take quick action to se-
cure the release of the fishermen and their boats,
according to Hossein Amir-Abdollahian. He de-
clared that convicted inmates from both sides
would be exchanged.

The Iranian Foreign Minister emphasized the
importance of finishing the gas pipeline between
his nation and Pakistan, saying it would benefit
both nations’ national interests.

The two sides had the chance to address all
aspects of bilateral relations during Foreign Min-
ister Abdollahian’s visit, with a focus on regional
connectivity, energy, and economic and invest-
ment links between Pakistan and Iran. m
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he common expression we often hear

about Islamic and conventional banking

is that both are quite the same. Why? The

simplest answer could be the rate pricing
is similar; the only difference is that one is Islamic,
and the other is conventional. Such an assumption
is utterly inaccurate as two similar things are not
necessarily the same; as the saying goes, “similar
yet different”. Let us take the example of chick-
en curry from halal and non-halal restaurants re-
spectively. When comparing the outcome, both
chicken curries are the same, however, the process
is different as the halal restaurant is required to
slaughter the chicken whereas the non-halal chick-
en does not have such requirements from the very
start. The same goes for Islamic and convention-
al banking. They are two different entities despite
having similar outcomes.

Even though, the rate pricing appears to be the
same, it is factually distinguishable. Islamic bank-
ing’s pricing termed “profit” is derived from a per-
missible (halal) transaction such as a sale and pur-
chase contract, whereas conventional banking’s
pricing termed “interest” is obtained from a direct
loan contract; thus, it is impermissible because it
amounts to usury (riba).

In the Qur’an (2:275), Allah SWT has record-
ed a similar expression by the people of ignorance
on the prohibition of riba: “Those who consume
riba will not stand (on the Day of Resurrection)
except like the standing of a person beaten by
Shaytan leading him to insanity. That is because
they say: sale is only like Riba”. Are sales and riba
the same? Absolutely Not! Allah SWT has firmly
and clearly explained the prohibition: “Allah has
permitted the sale and forbidden riba.”

Interest refers to an excess amount derived
from a lending-borrowing transaction. To get a
better understanding of what “interest” and “prof-
it” respectively, let us take two situations. For the
first

situation, Mr. A applies a facility from a con-
ventional bank to help him purchase 10 tonnes
of paper. The conventional bank will lend him
RM100,000 for that purchase, and in return, Mr.
A will pay back RM100,000 plus 3% interest in
6 months’ time. The total amount is RM103,000,
and the RM 3,000 is the interest. Meanwhile, In
the second situation, Mr. A seeks financing from
an Islamic bank to help him with the purchase of
10 tonnes of paper. First, the Islamic bank will pur-
chase the papers from Company X at RM100,000
and then sell the papers to Mr. A at an agreed price
that comprises RM100,000 plus 3% profit which
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Islamic banking:

Profit Vs

Interest

In a nutshell, Islamic banking provides an alternative option for
those who want to be free from riba transactions. Even though
superficially we may see similar outcomes between Islamic and
conventional banking in terms of profit and interest rate, the
actuality is that both differ in the substance and the underlying

contracts

can be paid in 6 months’ time. The total amount is
RM103,000. Profit refers to the RM 3,000 which
derived from a sale-based transaction.

You may be wondering why the sale is allowed,
but riba is prohibited given that in both situations,
Mr. A owes from the bank. Both situations depict
similarities in terms of rate pricing and outcome
whereby 3% of the rate will result in Mr. A pay-
ing a total of RM103,000. Nonetheless, the first
situation is impermissible, while the second one is
permissible.

Fven though, the rate pricing
appears to be the same, it is fac-
tually distinguishable. Islamic
banking’s pricing termed “profit”
is derived from a permissible
(halal) transaction such as a sale
and purchase contract, whereas
conventional banking’s pricing
termed “interest” is obtained
from a direct loan contract; thus,
it is impermissible because it
amounts to usury (riba)

In Shariah, when the primary contract between
Mr. A and the conventional bank is a loan (known
as gard) as in the first situation, any additional
charge during the repayment is prohibited. Islam
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prohibits any additional charge in a loan repay-
ment because it is considered as riba as mentioned
in the Prophet SAW hadith: “Every loan that
draws benefit is riba”. The statement of the had-
ith includes such additional charge in the lending
contract.

In the Islamic banking system, every product
offered has an underlying Islamic contract. One
of the contracts that is being used extensively is a
sale and purchase contract. The second situation
illustrated above is a form of sale and purchase
contract known as bay’ murabahah (cost plus
profit). The profit from the second situation is de-
rived from a sale and purchase contract, where the
Islamic bank needs to buy the merchandise first
which is the 10 tonnes of paper, then the Banlk will
sell to Mr. A at a markup price. Although Mr. A
needs to pay the Islamic bank in instalments, the
underlying contract is a sale and purchase, and not
a direct lending. The profit gained from that valid
sale contract is allowed and permissible, as men-
tioned by Allah SWT in the Qur’an.

In a nutshell, Islamic banking provides an
alternative option for those who want to be free
from riba transactions. Even though superficial-
Iy we may see similar outcomes between Islamic
and conventional banking in terms of profit and
interest rate, the actuality is that both differ in the
substance and the underlying contracts. Profit is
permissible and blessed, whereas interest is pro-
hibited; this is where the main difference between
the two lies. - The writer is member of Shariah Com-
mittee, Maybank Islamic Berhad Senior Lecturer, Re-
search Centre for Sharia, Faculty of Islamic Studies,
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia.
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he State Bank of Pakistan has announced

the replacement of the existing currency

notes of all denominations with the new

ones. This process in this respect with re-
gard will begin probably in March next and the
replacement of the currency notes will take place
in phases to be completed in two years.

The move appears to combat counterfeit cur-
rency and the circulation of fake banknotes in the
market. The alarming spread of fake currency in
Pakistan is touching new heights to the extent that
even the Deputy Governor of the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) is unable to distinguish between
genuine and fake currency notes.

Senator Salim Mandviwala presented a bundle
of counterfeit Rs 5000 notes to the Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Finance, highlighting the wide
circulation of counterfeit currency notes. This
matter has spotlighted the gravity of the issue,
with parliamentarians themselves not immune to
the fraud. It is a wise decision by the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) to replace all existing currency
notes with new ones within one or two years.

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has initi-
ated the process of designing and issuing a new
banknotes series of all existing denominations. It
is an established practice of central banks around
the world to introduce new banknote series every
fifteen to twenty years to secure the integrity of
banknotes and align them with the latest techno-
logical developments in banknote design and secu-
rity features.

As part of the initial process of designing the
new banknote series, the SBP is organising an art
competition to have innovative and thematic de-
sign ideas for the new banknote series. The local
artists, designers and art students can send their
designs to SBP by 11th March 2024. The top three
designs for each of the existing seven denomina-
tions will be recognised and awarded cash prizes.

The design ideas and themes finalised after the
Art Competition will be shared with the reputed
professional banknote designers to select the best
ones and safest ones through a competitive process
for developing the final printable designs for each
denomination. The final designs will be submitted
to the Federal Government for approval. The pro-
cess of issuance of a new banknote series involves
several steps and stages and thus requires meticu-
lous planning and coordination amongst multiple
stakeholders.

The designers with the first, second and third
designs of each denomination will be given priz-
es of Rs one million, Rs500,000, and Rs300,000,
respectively.

‘While explaining the timeline of the entire pro-
cess, the SBP said the issuance of new banknotes
“involves a mumber of steps” with “meticulous
planning and coordination amongst multiple
stakeholders”.

Generally, it takes 2 to 3 years to launch a new
banknote series, however, the SBP intends to com-
plete the process within the next 2 years.

The existing banknote series will remain in cir-
culation even after the issuance of a new series.
Any decision on withdrawal of the existing series
from circulation will be taken in a gradual and
phased manner, once the new banknotes are is-
sued and are in circulation in sufficient quantities.
The existing banknotes will remain in circulation
even after the new series, and any decision on their
withdrawal will be taken in a gradual and phased
manner.

The decision to replace banknotes was taken
after the issue of counterfeiting became serious
with lawmakers asking questions about their prev-
alence in circulation.

Bankers said that there were several complaints
of fake or counterfeit currency notes and to ad-
dress this issue SBP has rightly decided to issue
fresh currency notes. The new banknotes will have
enhanced security features and improved durabil-
ity.

Previously, the SBP had issued new banknote
series since 20035, starting with the Rs 20 denomi-
nation and followed by Rs 50, Rs 100, Rs 500, Rs
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SBP to replace all
banknotes in phases
to curb fake currency
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The SBP has initiated the process of designing and issuing a new
banknotes series of all existing denominations. Itis an established
practice of central banks around the world to introduce new
banknote series every fifteen to twenty years to secure the
integrity of banknotes and align them with the latest technological
developments in the banknote design and security features

1000, and Rs 5000 currency notes.

Here are some easy tips to identify counterfeit
currency for the general public. The first is unlike
regular paper, the one used to create banknotes
can never split at the edges. It can also never split
in two like tissue paper.

Although genuine currency may shred due to
mishandling, you will never see it split. On the
other hand, most counterfeiters print two sides of
fake notes in Pakistan and glue them together to
add a forged security thread in the middle, which
eventually results in the two sides of the note sep-
arating after a while.

The existing banknotes will
remain in circulation even after
the new series, and any decision
on their withdrawal will be taken
in a gradual and phased manner

As mentioned above, each banknote has a par-
tially embedded security thread running from top
to bottom on the front left side of the note that
cannot be pulled out. This thread appears com-
plete and unbroken when held against transmitted
light. However, if you place the note on a hori-
zontal surface, the thread will appear uneven or
interrupted. This is a huge tell-tale sign that can
help you identify fake currency.

An image of Quaid-e-Azam is present on the

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK

front left side of each banknote as a watermark.
This watermark isn't printed on the note. In-
stead, the thickness of the paper has been cut and
scratched to form the shape. If you place the note
on an even surface, you will be able to see a faint
white outline around the watermark and when you
hold it against transmitted light you will be able to
view the currency denomination on the portrait.

You can also test whether the currency is coun-
terfeit by rubbing the surface over the watermark
between your fingers. If you can feel the texture
change beneath your skin, it means the note is like-
ly genuine. However, if the watermark area feels
smooth and even, refrain from accepting it.

The State Bank of Pakistan has also introduced
a smartphone application to guide citizens about
the security features of notes. To facilitate the peo-
ple, the app features information on how to identi-
fy fake notes in Pakistan in both Urdu and English
languages.

The app “Pakistani Banknotes” is available to
download for free on Google Play Store and Apple
App Store.

To conclude, you must be very careful while
accepting banknotes in bigger denominations and
must always do a quick check to ensure they are
genuine. In case someone manages to trick you
with fake banknotes in Pakistan, you are required
to take it to a bank and ask them to stamp it as
‘Cancelled.” Remember using or passing on coun-
terfeit money is a crime punishable by hefty fines
and jail time. =
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Modern technology
aligns Customs
efficiency with global
standards

INTERMNATIONAL

CUSTOMS DAY

e

International Customs Day honours the relentless dedication
of customs officials and agencies who work tirelessly to ensure
effective global trade management. These officials play a crucial
role infacilitating the smoothoperationoftrade acrossinternational
borders, placing people at the heart of the transformative process

nternational Customs Day is celebrated across
the country as it provides an opportunity to rec-
ognize the critical role that customs administra-
tions play in facilitating international trade and
safeguarding global supply chains. This crucial role of
and contimued collaborations with multiple entities.
On the occasion of International Customs Day
2024, Shamshad Akhtar, Minister for Finance and
Revenue said: “T extend my heartiest felicitations to
the fraternity of Pakistan Customs. This day highlights
the role played by Pakistan Customs in protecting the
economic frontiers of the country by performing a
wide range of functions spanning from collection of
government revenues, trade facilitation, enforcement
measures taken against illicit trade and somggling of
goods.” The theme for this year’s International Cus-
toms Day is ‘Customs Engaging Traditional and New
Partners with Purpose” Acknowledging its critical
role in global trade facilitation and border controls,
Pakistan is sworn to strengthening its existing part-
logical firms. It is heartening to know that Pakistan
Customs is actively embracing modern technology to
effectively combat smuggling and trade malpractices,
accentuating the importance of evidence-based, da-
ta-driven practices to advance the overall efficiency
of the Customs Administration. The implementation
of the Pakistan Single Window (PSW) marks a sig-
is paving the way for technological integration with
trading partners, and facilitating electronic data inter-
change. It is pleasing to remark that Pakistan Customs
is swiftly adopting technological innovations, encour-
aging meaningful utilization of Artificial Intelligence
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(AT) and Machine Learning (ML) to enhance the effi-
ciency of Customs operations.

In confronting economic challenges, the creation
of an independent customs organization, with fiscal
and financial autonomy will enable it to intensify the
as mis-invoicing and transnational configured crimes.
Pakistan's efforts resonate with this year’s theme and
its emphasis on innovation and collaboration. In ex-
tending congratulations to Member States of the
its dedication to not only embracing change but also
cultivating purposeful collaborations. This commit-
ment reflects a proactive approach towards navigating
the evolving landscape, ensuring that innovative solu-
tions and cooperative efforts remain at the forefront of
Pakistan’s endeavours in customs administration and
economic development.

Chairman FBR Malik AmjedZubairTiwana said:
“This year’s International Customs Day theme, “Cus-
toms Engaging Traditional and New Partners for Pur-
pose,” resonates deeply with the evolving dynamics of
global trade. In an era marked by rapid technological
advancements and unprecedented connectivity, the
customs community nmst adeptly navigate the intri-
cate balance between tradition and innovation. Our
commitment to excellence demands that we forge al-
liances not only with our long-standing partners but
also with emerging stakeholders who embody the
spirit of progress.” Customs Administrations world-
wide are facing multifaceted challenges, ranging from
the relentless pace of digital transformation, emerging
cross-border threats and complexities in geopolitical
shifts. Against this backdrop, Paksitan’s ability to en-
gage both traditional and new partners has become
paramount. We must leverage the rich tapestry of our
customs heritage while embracing cutting-edge solu-
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tions that align with the demands of the 21st century.

Chairman FBR said: “The Federal Board of Rev-
emue, Pakistan, remains steadfast in its dedication
to facilitating trade, safeguarding national interests,
and fostering collaboration with all stakeholders. As
we celebrate World Customs Day;, let us reaffirm our
commitment to building bridges that span the contin-
uum of tradition and innovation. The recent plan to
restructure the Federal Board of Revenue is a visible
example of our commitment to transformation and
willingness to change for the betterment of Pakistan.
The proposed model which proposes to create an in-
dependent and autonomous customns organization, is
an acknowledgement that Customs Service remains
the pre-eminent guardian of our economic frontiers.
Through synergy and shared purpose, we have to cre-
ate a landscape that is not only resilient but also re-
sponsive to the ever-changing dynamics of businesses,
and as well as global trade.

Let us embark on this journey of collaboration
and progress, ensuring that our customs and practices
ahguhmmomouslymthﬂmaspnancmsofmirgreat
nation.” The Karachi Customs Agents Association
(KCAA) has extended warm greetings to the global
Customs community on the occasion of International
Customs Day, celebrated worldwide. As proud rep-
resentatives of the most proactive and genuine body
of Customs Agents in Karachi, we commemorate 59
years of dedicated service to the Customs Agent com-
munity, contributing efforts to address trade-related
issues and challenges at various forums, the Associ-
ation said in its message. International Customs Day
honours the relentless dedication of customs officials
and agencies who work tirelessly to ensure effective
global trade management. These officials play a cru-
cial role in facilitating the smooth operation of trade
across international borders, placing people at the
heart of the transformative process. The Customs au-
thority’s responsibility encompasses tariff collection
and oversight of the import and export of goods, from
industrial raw materials to consumer products. This
day holds immense significance as an opportunity to
express gratitude to customs officials for their unwav-
ering commitment to secure administration.

Moreover, International Customs Day emphasiz-
es the importance of staying informed about customs
laws and regulations. It also celebrates international
trade across borders, contributing to economic pros-
perity. In the current global trade landscape, collabora-
tion and coordination among governments and trade
bodies are essential. This necessitates the sharing and
enhancement of knowledge within the customs com-
munity. The theme for this year, “Customs Engaging
Traditional and New Partners with Purpose,” under-
skills, knowledge, and connectivity. Pakistan Cus-

It is heartening to know that
Pakistan Customs is actively
embracing modern technology
to effectively combat smuggling
and trade malpractices, accen-
tuating the importance of evi-
dence-based, data-driven prac-
tices to advance the
overall efficiency of the
Customs Administration

toms, as an active member of the international Cus-
toms family, collaborates with customs organizations
worldwide under the World Customs Organization’s
auspices. This collaboration supports the lawful flow
of goods, services, people, technologies, capital, cul-
ture, and ideas, contributing to modernization and the
economic development of the country.

In this dynamic environment, the role of customs
agents is crucial in assisting the government in achiev-
ing a balance between trade facilitation and regulato-
ry control. The Karachi Customs Agents Association
and its members consistently prove to be at the fore-
front, working alongside customs to maintain this del-

icate equilibrium. m
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Paklstan Pavilion
wins award at New

' IO [ ) LY
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York 'Iravel and

Adventure Show

A 60- member delegation, eompnsmq representatlves from PTDC,
TDAP, and 24 private sector companies, is actively representing
Pakistan at the Travel and Adventure Show. The Pavilion showcases
Pakistan’s diverse tourism potential, featuring live performances
by Pakistani artisans specialising in lacquer woodwork and

traditional doll-making

1 a significant achievement, Pakistan Pavilion

has won the “Best In-Show — International

Tourism Development” Award at the Travel and
Show, 2024.

The event has drawn over 550 leading destina-
tions, tour companies, cruise lines, and travel pro-
viders worldwide, with participation from nearly 190
orchestrated by Masood Khan, Pakistan's Ambassa-
dor to the United States, marked the collaboration of
key entities, including the Pakistan Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation (PTDC), Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP), Pakistan’s Consulate
General in New York, and private sector companies.

The ceremony witnessed the presence of the Min-
ister of Tourism Gilgit Baltistan, Mr Ghulam Mu-
hammad, former Minister for Tourism Gilgit Baltis-
tan, Mr Raja Nasir Ali Khan, and Consul General
of Pakistan in New York, Mr Aamer Ahmed Atozai.

A 60-member delegation, comprising representa-
tives from PTDC, TDAF, and 24 private sector com-
panies, is actively representing Pakistan at the Travel
and Adventure Show. The Pavilion showcases Paki-
stan’s diverse tourism potential, featuring live perfor-
mances by Pakistani artisans specialising in lacquer
woodwork and traditional doll making.

Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador Masood
Khan expressed pride in Pakistan Pavilion's recogni-
tion as the “Best in Show” at the International Travel
and Adventure Show. He said the world’s growing
interest in Pakistan’s tourism market, particularly in
adventure and eco-tourism.

Highlighting Pakistan’s cultural richness, Ambas-
sador Masood Khan invited participants to explore
the timeless beauty of Pakistan’s ancient civilisations
and natural wonders, encouraging them to be ambas-
sadors of Pakistan’s beauty worldwide.

In a congratulatory message, State Minister for
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Tourism and Chairman PTDC Wasi Shah com-
mended the organisers for showcasing all regions of
Pakistan at the Pavilion. He anticipated that these ef-
forts would significantly contribute to attracting more
foreign visitors, enhancing the country’s tourism po-
tential, and improving Pakistan’s image globally.

Pakistan’s Consul General in New York Aamer
Ahmad Atozai expressed optimism that the country’s
participation in the event would attract potential tour-
ists. He emphasised the role of such events in promot-
ing Pakistan as a tourist destination.

In recent news, Pakistan received recognition as a
top tourist destination by the United Nations World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO), with a remark-
able 115% surge in foreign tourist arrivals and pro-
jections of international receipts reaching USD 1.3
billion by the end of 2023.

CEO and founder of the Travel and Adventure
Show, Mr John Golicz, acknowledged the remark-
able delegation of tour operators and professionals
from Pakistan while announcing the “Best-In-Show”

The annual Travel & Adventure Show in New
York serves as an ideal platform for interaction with
visitors, providing exposure to top international and
domestic travel destinations, tour operators, cruise
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lines, and travel providers. As a gesture of hospitality,
Pakistan's Consul General in New York, Aamer Ah-
mad Atozai, hosted a dinner in honour of the visiting
Pakistani delegation. Ambassador Masood Khan,
Minister of State for Tourism & Youth Affairs, GB
Mr Ghulam Muhammad, Minister for Planning, GB
Mr Raja Nasir, and other delegation members attend-
ed the event. Ambassador Masood Khan emphasised
the importance of highlighting the country’s tourism
potential and assured ongoing efforts to provide nec-
essary facilities and infrastructure to incoming tour-
ists, acknowledging the significant interest of U.S.
tourists in various locations across Pakistan.

Earlier the Pakistan Pavilion was opened by Am-
bassador Masood Khan.

A 60-member delegation, including representa-
tives of Pakistan Tourism Development Cooperation,
the Trade Development Authority of Pakistan and
24 private sector companies are participating in the
event. The Travel and Adventure Show will feature
live performances by artisans specializing in lacquer
woodwork and traditional doll making.

It is pertinent to mention that building on the suc-
cess of the previous year, Pakistan Pavilion received
the “Best In-Show International Tourism Develop-
ment"awardfmmﬂ].emgamsmoftheevem

In his message, Minister of State for Tourism and
Chairman PTDC Wasi Shah congratulated the team
including all stakeholders for making the arrange-
ments for setting up the “Pakistan Pavilion” in this in-
ternational travel fair. He hoped that all these effects
would greatly contribute to attracting more foreign
visitors to Pakistan.

At the inauguration ceremony of “Pakistan Pavil-
ion”, Pakistan's Ambassador to the US, Ambassador
Masood Khan highlighted the huge potential for tour-
ism in Pakistan. He mentioned that Pakistan is home
to ancient and modern civilizations and has the most
beautiful tourist sites including picturesque snow-
capped peaks, untouched coastal areas, vast deserts,
and a rich cultural heritage all making the country
one of the top travel destinations in the world.

Ambassador Masood Khan further said that
members of the Pakistani community should boost
tourism in their motherland by investing in this po-
tentially lucrative sector. The Travel and Adventure
Show held in New York anmually, is an ideal platform
for interaction with visitors to top international and
domestic travel destinations, tour operators, cruise
lines, and travel providers. m

FEBERUARY, 2024



FM RADIO STATIONS

60

L ) L . _
PE VBT 1 JULE: e : e ez b @b sl [ 257

flare.mag@gmail.com 0333-9999999
WWW.FLARE.PK




Business News Magazine

P ADIIIM

[SXY
S
'

]

Free download: flare.pk

= daudi Arabia opens
sale of liquor to
non-Muslim diplomats
under strict check

The store stocks liquor, wine and only two types of beer as of now,
said the diplomat. Workers at the store will ask customers for
their diplomatic identifications and for them to place their mobile

00S

phonesinside the pouches while inside. A mobile phone app allows
purchases on an allotment system, the diplomat said

audi Arabia is witnessing radical reforms un-

He has ambitious plans to make the King-

dom the go-to destination for business and
tourism. It involves shedding the image of a conser-
vative regime but a more open one. And the latest
move relates to allowing alcohol. Yes, the country is
all set to get its first liquor store in the capital Riyadh
and it will be available to only non-Muslim diplo-
mats through verification.

The move is a milestone in the ultra-conservative
Muslim Kingdom as alcohol is prohibited in Islam.
But did you know that liquor wasn't always banned
in Saudi Arabia? What changed and what does Is-
lam say about alcohol? We explain.

‘When did Saudi Arabia ban alcohol?

The purchase of Alcohol was banned in the
kingdom in the early 1950s. Saudi Arabia’s found-
ing monarch, King Abdulaziz, stopped the sale of
alcohol after a 1951 incident in which one of his
sons, Prince Mishari, became intoxicated and used
a shotgun to kill British vice-consul Cyril Ousman in
Jeddah, according to an AP report.

After Iran's 1979 Islamic Revolution and a mil-
itant attack on the Baitul Haram at Mecca, Saudi
Arabia’s rulers further embraced Wahhabism, an
ultraconservative Islamic doctrine born in the King-
dom.

However, recently, some of its laws have been re-
laxed under Prince Mohammed bin Salman and his
father, King Salman. The country is getting its first
alcohol store in 70 years.

What do we know about Saudi Arabia’s first
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alcohol store?

The Kingdom is readying to open its first alcohol
store in Riyadh, which will serve only non-Muslim
diplomats, according to a report in Reuters.

The new store is located in Riyadh'’s Diplomat-
ic Quarter, a neighbourhood that houses embas-
sies and where diplomats reside. The shop will be
“strictly restricted” to non-Muslims. It was unclear
if other non-Muslim expatriates would have access
to the store, the report said. A source familiar with
the plans said the store is expected to open in coming
weeks.

However, recently, some of its
laws have been relaxed under
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
and his father, King Salman.
The country is getting its [irst
alcohol store in 70 years

The store is located next to a supermarket in Dip-
lomatic Quarter, a diplomat, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity was quoted as saying by AP. The
diplomat walked through the store, describing it as
similar to an upscale duty-free shop at a major inter-

The store stocks liquor, wine and only two types
of beer as of now, the diplomat said. Workers at the
store will ask customers for their diplomatic identi-
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fications and for them to place their mobile phones
inside pouches while inside. A mobile phone app al-
lows purchases on an allotment system, the diplomat
said, according to AP.

‘What are the rules regarding alcohol for dip-
lomats?

‘While diplomats are permitted consumption
of alcohol, they have to abide by the rules. A story
run by the English-language newspaper Arab News,
owned by the state-aligned Saudi Research and Me-
dia Group, described the rules as meant “to curb the
uncontrolled importing of these special goods and
liquors within the diplomatic consignments”. The
rules have been pressed into service, the newspaper
reported.

Diplomats are allowed to import liquor through
a speciality service into the Kingdom, for consump-
tion on diplomatic grounds. Those without access in
the past have purchased liquor from bootleggers or
brewed their own inside their homes. However, the
US State Department warns that those arrested and
convicted for consuming alcohol can face “long jail
sentences, heavy fines, public floggings and deporta-
tion”, reports AP.

‘Why is alcohol prohibited for locals?

Drinking alcohol is considered haram, or forbid-
den, in Islam. Saudi Arabia is among the few nations
in the world with a ban on it.

The Kingdom has strict laws against drinking al-
cohol which can be punishable by hundreds of lash-
es, deportation, fines, or imprisonment and expatri-
ates also face deportation. As part of the reforms,
whipping has largely been replaced by jail sentences,
reports Reuters.

Islamic scholars and Muslim authorities say that
the Quran talks about alcohol being impermissible.
They usually refer to a verse in the Muslim holy book
that calls intoxicants “the work of Satan” and tells
believers to avoid them. They also cite the sayings of
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and the negative effects
that alcohol can have.

Apart from abstaining from drinking, some Mus-
lims also avoid food that is mixed with alcohol and
perfumes containing alcohol.

In a Pew Research Center survey of Muslims
around the globe, most people surveyed said that
drinking alcohol was morally wrong. More than half
of those interviewed held this view, including nine
in ten in Thailand, Ghana, Malaysia, Palestine, In-
donesia, Niger and Pakistan, according to the Pew
report, which was published in 2013 and questioned
38,000 people.

Still, in 11 of the 37 countries where this question
was asked, at least one in ten said drinking alcohol
is morally acceptable and in some countries, sizable
percentages said, consuming alcohol is not a moral
issue, the report added, according to AP.

Which are the other countries that ban alcohol?

A handful of Muslim countries continue to ban
alcohol.

Kuwait has prohibited the sale and purchase of
all liquor within its borders since 1965. At the time,
the move caused the death or hospitalisation of hun-
dreds of citizens, as they instead drank perfume and
rubbing alcohol, according to a report in Time.

In Pakistan, Oman and Qatar, Muslims are
banned from drinking liquor but the laws do not
extend to non-Muslims. Alcohol is legally served to
non-Muslims after getting a permit in licensed hotels
and restaurants.

In Somalia, the consumption of alcohol in a pub-
lic space is illegal. In 2021, the country introduced
more stringent punishment for the offence, which
includes the possibility of a lengthy prison sentence
without bail. Alcohol cannot be purchased legally in
Brunei. However, two litres of spirits/wine and 12
cans of beer (one can equal 330 ml) may be imported
by non-Muslim adults for personal consumption in
private, according to the US State Department.

In Libya, Bangladesh and Iran, alcohol is against
the law but underground sales, cross-border smug-
gling and homemade alcohol production are report-
edly common, reports Forbes.

However, in other Muslim nations like the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Jordan, Egypt, and Malaysia
there is no nationwide prohibition. =

| FEBRUARY, 2024



) SionTTTI )

J0 ALISYIAIND

__ _H__zom OL & °] S
9 W (pnounre(] & mm._

i opecs ) s
[FUBH wioprod = 100 %5

AS[HI3 OODVOIHOgE

y ANISI2ATUN £
PF U101S9OMUIION

3S1TVNLOV 7} i o, [ : AN .

4 EOITIOD
JdVvVd3idd g.%m@ZMM
WVv3daa

NOAONO1 7,

40 ALISHFAINND HHIL BE

OOTHILVM ¢

B 5B

......

kv

40 ALISHIAINN

19971100
LADILOANNGD

JSIUUIY S




[
S
'

oy

00S

NI
HYOMULIN
Y¥IHLO

JONVYNSNI LISANVH +
#000T

(]
7E
U-'
o J
—
o BN
5 BN

Sl NATIONAL NEWS D

Business Mews Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

Discover excellence: How vivo Y27s redefines
smartphone value with unbeatable prices and
outstanding customer service

Lahore: In the competitive
landscape of smartphones, vivo
has emerged as a frontrunner,
offering a winning combination
of cutting-edge technology, in-
novative features, and attractive
prices. Among its standout of-
ferings is the vivo Y27s, a de-
vice that exemplifies how the
brand delivers the best phones
at the best prices, all while pro-
viding exceptional customer
service.

Performance that surpasses
expectations

At the core of the vivo Y27s
is the QualcommSnap-
dragon®680 Processor, a pow-
erhouse that ensures smooth
and lag-free performance.
Whether you're gaming, multi-
tasking, or running resource-in-
tensive  applications,  this
processor delivers a seamless
experience, making the vivo
Y27s a standout performer in
its price range.

Design that stands out

The vivo Y27s doesn't just
perform exceptionally well; it
also catches the eye with its
cool and stylish design. The
phone is crafted with attention
to detail, featuring a design that
seamlessly blends aesthetics

with functionality.

vivo Y27s features a 2.5D
Flat Frame and Fluorite AG
Glass that exudes elegance. The
Burgundy Black and Garden

users to unleash their creativity
and document life's moments
in vivid detail.

Best price: Balancing per-
formance and affordability

Green color variants add a
touch of sophistication, making
it a style statement in the smart-
phone realm. This device not
only feels premium in hand but
also adds a touch of sophistica-
tion to your daily interactions.

Capturing moments with a
S0MP portrait camera

One of the key highlights of
the vivo Y27s is its SOMP Por-
trait Camera. This high-resolu-
tion camera allows users to
capture every detail with stun-
ning clarity. From breathtaking
landscapes to captivating por-
traits, the vivo Y27s empowers

What sets vivo apart is its
commitment to providing top-
notch features at prices that
don't break the bank. The vivo
Y27s exemplifies this philoso-
phy by offering a Qualcomm-
Snapdragon® 680
Processor,Ultra Slim Design
and a 50MP Portrait Camera,
at a price point that makes it ac-
cessible to a wide range of
users. vivo understands the im-
portance of delivering value for
money, and the Y27s is a testa-
ment to this commitment.

Unmatched battery per-
formance:

Equipped with a massive
5000mAh Battery, the vivo
Y27s ensures that you stay con-
nected throughout the day.
Whether you're streaming con-
tent, gaming, or working on the
go, the device's long-lasting bat-
tery life and 44W FlashCharge
technology provide a quick and
efficient way to keep your
phone charged and ready for
action.

Enhanced  performance
with 8GB+8GB extended
RAM:

The vivo Y27s goes a step
further in enhancing user expe-
rience with 8 GB + 8 GB Ex-
tended RAM. This innovative
feature allows for smoother
multitasking, ensuring that the
device can handle demanding
applications  with  ease.
Whether you're switching be-
tween apps Or running mem-
ory-intensive tasks, the vivo
Y27s delivers a seamless and re-
sponsive performance.

Safety and durability with
IP54 water & dust resistance:

The vivo Y27s is not just
about performance and style;
it's also designed to withstand
the elements. With TP54 Water
& Dust Resistance, the phone

provides an extra layer of pro-
tection, ensuring durability in
various environments. Users
can confidently use their de-
vices in everyday scenarios
without worrying about water
or dust damage.

Best-in-class customer serv-
ice:

Beyond delivering excep-
tional devices, vivo takes pride
in offering best-in-class cus-
tomer service. With a commit-
ment to customer satisfaction,
vivo ensures that users have a
seamless experience from pur-
chase to after-sales support. The
brand's customer service is
known for its responsiveness,
expertise, and dedication to re-
solving user concerns prompthy.

The vivo Y27s exemplifies
how vivo consistently delivers
the best phones at the best
prices without compromising
on performance, design, or
durability. With features like
P54 Water & Dust Resistance
and an unwavering focus on
customer service, vivo has po-
sitioned itself as a brand that
not only provides outstanding
devices but also ensures a holis-
tic and satisfying user experi-
ence.m

Mid-Career Mana

Islamabad: A delegation
from the Mid-Career Manage-
ment Course at the National
Institute of Management vis-
ited PTCL Group head office
recently. The delegates re-
ceived a detailed briefing by
Naveed Khalid Butt who pro-
vided insights into the opera-
tional aspects of PTCL
Group. Pakistan's largest
telecommunications and inte-
grated ICT services provider,
PTCL Group (PTCL & Ufone

gement Course delegati

I

on visits PTCL

4G.

Group Chief Regulatory
Officer, PTCL & Ufone at
PTCL Group Naveed Khalid
Butt have presented a shield
to the visiting delegation of
Mid-Career = Management
Course at the National Insti-
tute of Management. Mid-Ca-
reer Management Course
delegation thanked the PTCL
Group team for their valuable
time and presented the token
of appreciation.m

TECNO picks Naseem Shah as Brand
Ambassador for SPARK 20 Series

Lahore: TECNO has desig-
nated Naseem Shah as its brand
ambassador for the SPARK 20
Series. The collaboration with
the renowned Pakistani cricketer
perfectly  resonates  with
TECNO's tagline, 'Stop at Noth-
ing emphasizing the commit-
ment to delivering innovative
products and excellence.

The brand's selection of
Naseem as the ambassador for
the SPARK 20 series is due to his
dynamic style, youthful energy,
hard work, consistent progress in
his professional field, resilience
in the face of challenges, and a
positive attitude toward life,

SPARK 201
—_—
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“It is a matter of great honor
and pleasure to join hands with
TECNO, a name that shares my
commitment to excellence. Over
time, TECNO has emerged as a
prominent technology brand,
known for offering quality prod-
ucts with stylish designs and in-
novative fearures, all at
competitive prices. 1 certainly
can't wait to try out all the new
additions to the SPARK 20 se-
ries, Together, we aim to redefine

the smartphone experience and
inspire consumers to 'Stop at
Nothing' in their pursuit of inno-
vation and quality”, said
Naseem Shah.

TECNO Pakistan says: “We
welcome Naseem Shah as the
brand ambassador for our new
SPARK 20 Series. His strong
athletic style and dedication to
sports mirror our commitment to
delivering cutting-edge techno-
logical advancements. Naseem's
compelling persona and charis-
matic charm will transform this
ambassadorship into an inter-
esting collaboration for the year
2024 m

Ufone 4G introduces data
roaming bucket for Spain to
facilitate MWC delegates

Islamabad: Ufone 4G con-
tinues its legacy of fulfilling the
evolving telecommunication
needs of all customer segments
by introducing an affordable
international data roaming
bucket for Spain to facilitate
Pakistani delegates attending
the Mobile World Congress
(MWC) 2024 in Barcelona,

The MWC is an annual
event serving as a major global
gathering for the mobile com-
munications industry and
brings together key players, in-
cluding mobile device manu-
facturers, telecommunications

companies, and software de-
velopers, to showcase innova-
tions, discuss industry trends,
and facilitate networking,

The ‘Spain Data Roaming
Bucket’ comes at the indus-
try’s lowest price of Rs.
2,199+tax for 15 days, which
comfortably covers the entire
visit. Ufone 4G customers can
dial *506# to avail the bucket.
The offer expands Ufone 4G
International data roaming
landscape that earlier covered
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
UAE, Turkey, UK, US, Iraq,
Italy, and Australia. =

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

FEBRUARY 2024



Business Mews Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

PTA, NCRC, UNICEF and Telenor join
hands to safeguard children online

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) in collaboration with
National Commission on
Rights of Child (NCRC),
United Nations International
Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
and Telenor Pakistan held a
launching ceremony for the
parental guide titled “Safe-
guarding your Child in the Dig-
ital Age-Guide for Caregivers
& Policy Brief on Child Online
Protection” at the Telenor 345
Headquarters recently. Repre-
sentatives from the Ministry of
Information Technology &
Telecom (MolT&T), PTA, Te-
lenor, NCRC, and UNICEF
Pakistan also graced the cere-
mony with their presence,

Caretaker Minister for IT &
Telecom, Dr. Umar Saif was
the chief guest of this occasion.
During his address, Dr. Umar
Saif emphasized the critical
need to safeguard children on-
line in today's digital age. He

stressed that it is the collective
responsibility of society to not
only establish a secure online
environment for children but

also to proactively educate and
support them in navigating the
digital landscape safely.

While, Chairman PTA,
Major General (R) Hafeez Ur
Rehman reiterated PTA's dedi-
cation to promoting a secure
online environment, with a
particular emphasis on safe-

guarding the youth and chil-
dren of the nation. He ex-
pressed confidence in the
ongoing collaboration of PTA

with all stakeholders to ensure
children’s online safety and
promote responsible internet
use.

Speaking on the occasion,
Khurrum Ashfaque, CEO of
Telenor Pakistan, said, “With a
staggering statistic revealing
that 1 in 3 internet users world-

wide is a child, it’s evident that
safeguarding their online expe-
rience is paramount.”

“Every child deserves the
right to explore the internet
safely and securely, free from
harm or exploitation. Let us
work together to raise aware-
ness, strengthen legislative
frameworks, and empower our
children with the knowledge
and skills they need to navigate
the digital world safely.” says
Ayesha Raza Farooq, Chair-
person, NCRC.

The ceremony included an
interactive session involving
children from schools and their
caregivers, This session aimed
to equip them with vital knowl-
edge about online threats and
promote safe online practices.
It exemplified the commitment
of the participating organiza-
tions to empowering both chil-
dren and caregivers with the
necessary tools for a safer on-
line experience. m

President awards to TECNO Mobile for Technology
Transformation & Financial Inclusion of Women

Islamabad: TECNO Mobile
has honored with an award for
its outstanding contributions to
technology transformation and
financial inclusion of women by
President Arif Alvi. The presti-
gious event took place at Awan-
e-Sadar, gathering distinguished
industry leaders, policymakers,
corporate execufives, startups,
and companies excelling in fi-
nancial inclusion of women and
technological advancements.
The theme of the event was
"Embracing Financial Inclusion
& Business Transformation."

In a significant milestone,
TECNO Mobile became the first
mobile phone assembler in Pak-
istan, a testament to its commit-
ment to local manufacturing.
President Alvi  endorsed

TECNQ's dedication to local
production during the ceremony.

TECNO Mobile's state-of-
the-art factories, with 11 produc-
tion lines, boast an impressive

alone, TECNQ assembled 1.4
million smartphones, solidifying
its position as one of Pakistan's
largest mobile phone makers.
Notably, TECNO's workforce

capacity of 850,000 smart-
phones per month. In 2023

of 3000 individuals includes
30% female employees, marking

the highest female workforce
representation in local mobile
phone manufacturing,

Adeel Tahir, Sales Director
of TECNO Pakistan, expressed
pride in the company's achieve-
ments, stating, "It is an honor to
receive recognition from the
highest levels of the state. We
take pride in being the first com-
pany to undertake mobile
phone manufacturing in Pak-
istan and in having the highest
ratio of women working in our
manufacturing plants. The col-
laboration with Jazz and NUST
for 5G research and academic
purposes lays the groundwork
for startups and a thriving 5G
ecosystem in Pakistan. Thisis a
moment of great pride for
TECNO Pakistan."s

Mobilink Bank witnesses 72% revenue growth

Islamabad: Mobilink Bank
achieved multiple financial mile-
stones in 2023, solidifying its po-
sition in the banking industry.
With a revenue of PKR 41,053
million, representing 72%
growth from the previous year,
the Bank's performance under-
scores its commitment to excel-
lence and innovation,
particularly in its support for
women and Small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs). Mo-
bilink Bank's commitment to
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
(DEI) is exemplified through its
flagship initiative, the Women
Inspirational Network (WIN)
program and MobilinkHER
Women Returnship Program,
which have emerged as a cata-
lyst for change. Through WIN,
the Bank has empowered over

5,000 female entrepreneurs with
essential digital and business
skills, while MobilinkHER
Women Returnship Program

MobilinkBank

Mb et FioR AN EE

has successfully onboarded eight
(8) women who took career
breaks, demonstrating its com-
mitment to uplifring women in
the workforce.

Aamir Tbrahim, Chairman
Mobilink Bank, congratulated
the Bank's management for an-
other year of robust perform-

ance, emphasizing their con-
certed efforts in redesigning the
financial landscape of Pakistan.
He highlighted that over the past
decade, Mobilink Bank has been
working to facilitate one of the
world's largest unbanked popu-
lations, Bank's innovative and
convenient financial solutions
have proven to be a game-
changer for Pakistan's under-
served communities and will
continue to play a pivotal role in
sustainable economic growth
and social progress in the coun-

Ghazanfar Azzam, Presi-
dent & CEQO Mobilink Bank
said, "In alignment with our
commitment to DEI, we are
steadfast in our efforts to em-
power women and SMEs
through inclusive digital and fi-

nancial products. Initiatives like
WIN and MobilinkHER. under-
score our dedication to enhanc-
ing our services to meet the
needs of our community while
advancing financial inclusion. In
future, we will further strengthen
our efforts to broaden access and
amplify awareness programs tai-
lored for women and young en-
trepreneurs,  focusing on
enhancing digital and financial
literacy, green financing, and
sustainability across all fronts,
Our aim is to increase our
women depositors to 250,000,
dedicate 30% of our lending
portfolio to women, upskill
15,000 women in financial and
digital literacy, and raise our
solar financing to PKR 2.5 bil-
lion by the end of 2024."=
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iPhone 16 Pro se-
ries to offer up to
21B storage

New York: Apple is plan-
ning several key upgrades for
its iPhone 16 Pro series. Both
16 Pro models will offer larger
displays — coming in at 6.3
inches on the 16 Pro and 6.9
inches on the 16 Pro Max. The
other noteworthy bit here is
that both phones will feature
Micro Lens Array OLED pan-
els which should offer im-
proved brightness output and
even better viewing angles than
conventional OLED panels. =

Google launches
“Gemini Business”

New York: Google plans to
launch Gemini for Workspace.
The big news is the pricing in-
formation, and you can see the
Workspace pricing page is new,
with every plan offering a
"Gemini add-on. Google has a
blog post explaining the
changes. Google Workspace
starts at $6 per user per month
for the "Starter" package, and
the Al "Add-on," as Google is
calling it, is an extra $20
monthly cost per user (all of
these prices require an annual
commitment). ®

PhonePe launches
Android store

New Delhi;: Microsoft,
Amazon and Meta are among
the top brands whose apps are
listed on the Indian fintech
PhonePe’s Indus Appstore, an
Android app store launched in
challenge to Google's monop-
oly in its largest market by
users. To fight Google Play
Store, PhonePe has armed
Indus Appstore with a range of
unique and personalized fea-
tures and developer-friendly
terms, =

Fly Jinnah opens first
international flight to
UAE

Islamabad: Fly Jinnah cele-
brated the inaugural flight of its
first international route from Is-
lamabad to Sharjah, UAE with
a dual ceremony at Islamabad
International Airport before de-
parture and at Sharjah Interna-
tional Airport, where aircraft
received a warm welcome upon
arrival. The inaugural flight car-
ried onboard Fly Jinnah's senior
leadership along with travel
agents, media, and social media
personalities among others.m

Pakistani firms take
part in Gulfood 2024

Dubai: Around 100 Pak-
istani companies took part in
Gulfood exhibition at the Dubai
World Trade Centre. Faisal
Niaz Tirmizi, Pakistan's Am-
bassador to the UAE, inaugu-
rated the Pakistan Pavilion.m
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Zong 4G and clothing brand Batik signed

agreement encompassing GSM connectivity

Islamabad: Zong 4G and
Batik have signed a formal
agreement encompassing
GSM Connectivity, Atten-
dance Management Solutions,
and Push to Talk devices for
their dispersed workforce sta-
tioned throughout Pakistan

Batik Clothing is a
renowned Pakistani clothing
brand with a presence in seven
major cities of Pakistan. The
brand currently has over 14
outlets in Pakistan and is con-
sidered one of the most rep-
utable clothing brands in
Pakistan. Zong 4G, Pakistan's
largest  telecom  service
provider has collaborated with
the esteemed clothing brand

Batik to provide cutting-edge
digital solutions to boost the
brand’s performance and ex-
pand their customer base.

brand with a presence in seven
major cities of Pakistan. The
brand currently has over 14
outlets all-over Pakistan and is

Batik Clothing is a
renowned Pakistani clothing

considered one of the most
reputable clothing brands in

Pakistan. CMPAK and Batik
have signed a formal agree-
ment encompassing GSM
Connectivity,  Attendance
Management Solutions, and
Talk Devices for their dis-
persed workforce stationed
throughout Pakistan including
factories, corporate offices,
and outlets. Additionally, this
collaboration will also focus
on leveraging mobile adver-
tisement to extend the brand’s
customer base and reach
CMPAK's subscribers
throughout the country.

This partnership is a part
of Zong 4G’s effort to revolu-
tionize companies in Pakistan
help them digitalize their

processes and ultimately up-
grade their performance. This
is possible through Zong 4G's
initiatives such as Z-Verse,
which is a progressive Unified
Communication Platform de-
signed for the smooth integra-
tion of essential enterprise
communication tools. This ini-
tiative enables businesses to
harness chatbot capabilities
across Meta Communication
Channels and other over-the-
top (OTT) platforms. Further-
more, Zong 4G will ensure
fixed connectivity at multiple
locations of Batik to stream-
line communication and ulti-
mately strengthen internal
processes.m

Inovi Telecom officials meet VP Trans-
sion Holding at MWC Barcelona

Barcelona: It was an
honor for Inovi Telecom's
President Mr, Usman Sultan

and CEQ, Mr, Zeeshan Mi-
anoor, to engage in a produc-
tive meeting with Mr

x;lir

Stephen Ha, Vice President
of Transsion Holding, at the
prestigious MWC Barcelona
event 2024,

During this esteemed
gathering, the leadership
team of Inovi Telecom en-
gaged in a comprehensive
discussion  encompassing
strategic partnerships, col-
laborative initiatives, product
expansion, ecosystem, 5G
launch, market demand
analysis, requisite services,
geographical expansion
prospects, and the inherent
challenges therein,

This meeting marks a sig-
nificant milestone in our pur-
suit of excellence and growth
within the telecommunica-
tions sector.m

NayaPay, FWO partner to digi-

Islamabad: After pioneering

the digitization of toll pay-
ments through M-Tag, Frontier and M-Tag services on motor-

tize M-Tag payments in Pakistan

Traffic Systems (ITS), Elec-
tronic Toll Collection (ETC),

e
wizy oefsd @

Works Organization (FWO)
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has teamed up with NayaPay
to simplify recharging your M-
Tag within seconds.

This initiative is in collabo-
ration with One Network
(ONPL), which specializes in
the digitalization of Intelligent

ways. The agreement was
signed by Mr. Danish A.
Lakhani, CEO of NayaPay,
and Brig Asif Siddique (Retd.),
Director IT FWOQ, in the pres-
ence of senior executives from
NayaPay, One Network, and
FWO.=

Dawlance
opens ‘Experi-
ence Stores’ in

Hawalplnd

Rawalpindi: To create un-
matched convenience for the
consumers, Dawlance has re-
cently inaugurated two new
‘Experience Stores’ in Pak-

istan. Over the years,
Dawlance had already built 4
‘Experience  Stores’  im:
Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad
and Peshawar. Now, the com-
pany has established its 5th
and 6th ‘Experience Stores’ —
at DBahria Town Phase-7,
Rawalpindi and GT Road
Rawalpindi, simultane-
ously.”s

PTCL Group renews partnership with
SNGPL for cellular services

Lahore: PTCL Group and

SNGPL have renewed their

partnership for the continued
provision of the state-of-the-art

provide wireless connectivity
and a host of bundled services
to SNGPL.

Speaking at the ﬂgnmg cere-

=TT

cellula.r services to SNGPL
under PTCL Group Business
Solutions.

Group Chief Business Solu-
tions Officer (GCBSO), PTCL
& Ufone 4G,ZarrarHasham

Khan, and MDD/ CEQ,
SNGPL,AmerTufail signed the
agreement at SNGPL head-
quarters in Lahore, in the pres-
ence of senior officials from
both organizations. Under this
agreement, PTCL Group will

mony, Zarrar Hasham Khan,
Group Chief Business Solutions
Officer PTCL & Ufone 4G,
stated, "PTCL Group takes
pride in playing a significant role
in driving technological ad-
vancement and transformation
in Pakistan. Our provision of
connectivity and ICT services
brings substantial convenience
and empowerment to individual
users and enterprises, including
SNGPL, which serves over 7.20

million consumers in North
Central Pakistan. Our steadfast
commitment is geared towards
creating an environment that
fosters technological innovation
and transformation throughout

MDY/ CEO,SNGPL,
AmerTufail said, “We are
pleased to renew our collabora-
tion with the PTCL Group to
offer high-quality Cellular/In-
ternet of things products and
services. SNGPL is a trusted
brand, committed to serving do-
mestic, commercial and indus-
trial consumers to deliver
sustainable growth and effi-
ciency. That is why, we con-
stantly invest and innovate with
a commitment to deliver natural
gas in our chosen areas through
continuous expansion of our
network, by optimally employ-
ing technological, human and
organizational resources, best
practices and high ethical stan-
dards.”m

Faysal Bank
supports Spe-
cial Olympics

Unified
Marathon

Karachi: Promoting its mis-
sion of inclusivity, Faysal Bank
Limited, one of the leading Is-
lamic banks in Pakistan, was
the platinum sponsor for the
9th Special Olympics Pakistan
(SOP) Unified Marathon 2024,
The Bank has been the lead
sponsor of this event for the
last five years and, keeping up
with its commitment to pro-
mote an equal and just social
system, strives to instil toler-
ance and acceptance of differ-
ently-abled people within the

society.m
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vivo V29 5G

6.64"

16MP
50+2MP

5000mAh

RAM & ROM
8GB+128GB

Charging

44W FlashCharge

vivo V29e 5G

Display 6.78"

Front Camera:50MP
amera Rear Camera:50+8+2MP

RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB

Charging 80W Flash Charge

vivo Y27s

6.55"

Camera

Front Camera:50MP
Rear Camera:64+8MP

4800mAh

RAM & ROM
8GB+256GB

Charging

44W Flash Charge

vivo Y17s

Display 6.64"

c Front Camera:8MP
amera Rear Camera:50+2MP

—-—

RAM & ROM
Memnry 6GB+128GB

Charging 44W Fast Charge

vivo YO2t

Display 6.56"
C Front Camera:8MP
SMCEN Rear Camera:50+2MP
—_—
RAM & ROM
4GB +128GB
6GB+128GB
o

Display 6.51"

- Front Camera:5SMP
Camera Rear Camera:8MP

Battery [

RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB +64GB

Charging 1ow
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VGO TEL Note 23 VGO TEL

INTRODUCING THE

EFFORTLESS

SPEED

FLAWLESS

PERFORMANCE
Rs. 23,999

§.78" FHD+ Punch Hole Display 120Hz Refresh Rate | Helio G939 Ocla Core 2.2GHz
50 MP Al Rear Came anl Camera & Mounted Finger Print + Face Unlock
BGE RAM + 8GHE Extended AAM | 256GB ROM | 5000mAh Battery

Oppo A77
Rs, 69,999

Chipset: MediaTek MT&765G
Helio G35 CPU: Octa-core

{4 x 2.3 GHz Corfex-A53 + 4 x

1.8 GHz Cortex-A53) s50mMP 5000mAh Expandable Storage
Triple Camara Battary Upto 1TE
639 Inchex F.5.1L.0D [ 4acB | sace | (4GB | 12808 |
Capacitive Touchscreen
rPkr. 40,999 rEKR. 46,999
B Front: & MP, /2.0, 26mm (wide) ——— -
, Back: Dual Camera: 50 MP, g i =

=== 1118, (wide), PDAF + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth)

| .:O
oo

5000 mAh
(Li-Po non remaovable)

00§

NI
HHOMLIN
HIHIO

33W Fast Charging

Oppo Al17
Rs. 36,999

Redmi Note 13 Pro

Y
o
o
o
]

ASINV U2 L I2UINVIT 7

160.8x 78.1 x 7.7 mm @

Redmi Note 13 Pro

Every shot iconic

6.56" GE+256GE | Rs.74,999

1268451268 | Rs.89,999

| #| &7W turko charging | Z0OMP OIS camer

=l

Front Camera SMP Rare
Camera 50MP+2MP

Vd

5000mAh

511115y | RAMGROM 4GB + 64GB

10w
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Realme 9 Pro Plus
Rs. 96,999

AQ5s”

AWESOME SERIES

64GB+8GB*

4+4GB Extended RAM

Type-C Charger

4000mah Battery

6.6" HD+

Waterdrop Display

_\\
Chipset: Mediatek Dimensity 330, CPU:
Ot oto (25 Gz Coto
-AT8 & 6x2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)
DIS la 6.4" Super AMOLED
o emiird
Eront: 16 MP, 2.4, 27mm (wide}
, 113.09°, 1.0y Main: Triple
Camera 50 MP, /1.8, 24mm (wide],
Camera 111.56%, PDAF, OIS + B MP, 2.2, 16mm
(ultrawide), 1/4.0° + 2 MP, H2.4, (macro)
Battery 4500 mAh
Vi=glea’d  RAMBGB ROM 128 GB
=y
rrp. 19,999

Realme C25Y

Rs, 27,999

Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Kryo
Sor 670 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Kryo 670)
Display
= (wide) Rare Camera Triple
50 MF, /1.8, 26mm (wide), PDAF

+2 MP, f12.4, (macro) + 2 MP, 12,4, (depth)

6.5"IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front Camara & MP, /2.0, 26mm

5000mAh

Memory RAM & ROM 4GB + 64GB

Nokia C12 Pro

Confidence
built-in
6GB'/64GB

Face unlock
with mask

PKR 22,999/-

R [ Osiccotel

NOKIA —
Nokia C22 Superpowered
A battery that lasts " ——

and a body that endures

8GB'/128GB
3-day battery life

Improved performance

*with Virtual RAM

PKR 24,999/-

SOMP

Super-clear Camera

The right kind of camera
for any shot

"8MP

Selfie Camera

Deeply know your beauty.

SO (9SS

- o
BN v Wsiccotel
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Dcode Cypher
Rs:51,999

Dcode Cygnal 2
Rs:25,999

h

Octa Core 2.0 Ghz,
MediaTek Helio P60

6.55 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

o Front 8 MF, Main Triple
SEIEEN Camera: 48 MP + 8 MP + 2 MP

4050mAh

Ve RAMBGB ROM 128GB

Redmi Note 13 Pro+

Quad Core 2.0 Ghz
Mediatek Helio A22

6.52" IPSLCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front SMP  Main 13MP

5000mAh

EEEY RAM 3GB ROM 64GB

Itel A70 Pro

Redmi Note 13 Pro+

Every shot iconic

D
A70

4+8GB Extended RAM

6.6 Big Screen

with Dynamic Bar

“dd

Vd

s & cordiions ol

',': U 5000mAh
. ° g Battery

= S
2

n &

-] =

>

~

XNl C'FIVE

' O

; ° AVAILABLE NOW

:ll R

SMART

EXPERIENCE
THE
BRILLIANCE

OF SMARTNESS

o\ E o cglivepak

Big, Bold &
Beautiful
24" 1CD

Bin Disploy

%} Bluetooth
g Wireless FM

with Racording

f1 2000 Contacts
Dual SIM Slot
L?EOmAh

s King Talker

@ Digital Camera

Rs.2, 950
#EnjoyBetterLife

B et {} Swevckiepsiostsn { www Bripaiisancon

EESEER 55~ Osiccotel
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Samsung Galaxy A14

Rs. 56,999

Octa-core (4 x 2.0 GHz
Cortex-AS5 + 4 x 2.0
GHz Cortex-A55)

. B.6" PLS LCD Capacitive
Dlﬁ_plﬂy Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch

Front: 13 MP, fi2.0, (wide),
C Main : Triple Camera: 50 MP, /1.8
CUEIER (wide), PDAF + 5 MP. #12.2, (ultrawids)

5000mAh
{Li-Po Non removable),

+2 MP, fi2.4, (macro),
Battery

W RAM 4GB ROM 128GB

Hello Tech G6
Rs. 2,125

HELL® TECH | FIx

S RHTERERISES

Rs. 119,999

Huawei Mate 20 PRO

Processor

HiSilicon Kirin 980 (7 nm)
CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.6 Ghz
Cortex-ATS + 2 x 1.92 GHz Cortex
-AT6 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-AS5)

Dispey

6.4 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 24 MP, £/2.0, 26mm (wida)
Back : Triple Camera 40 MP,
(6118, 2Tmm (wide), + 20 MP [BIW,
2.2, 16 (wide).+ B P {24, 80mm {ieleghoto)

Caton

4200mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

Memory

RAM 6GB ROM 128GB

INfinix

wwainovitelecom.com ph

Samsung Galaxy A04

Rs. 31,499

s

Chipset: MediaTek Helio, CPU:
Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz + 4 x 1.8 GHz)

Dispey

6.5 Inches PLS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Powerful Front: § MP, Back: Dual
mE Camera Camera 50 MP, /1.8,
Speaker - (wide), AF + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth),
%8 Dual sim
= 5000mAh
[ 1:#incr Dispiay Baﬂew (Li-Po Non removable)
B )
== o ; RAM 3GB
ROM 3268
FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | rz028ys)
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Infinix Hot 30
Rs.34,999

+61.8 GHz Cortex-AS)
R

6.78 Inches IPS LCD Blint
Dlsplay Capacitive Touchscreen ' ;

Smaoth 6.74” 90Hz Display D

p Chipset: MediaTek Helio G&8 CPU @
: Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Corlex-ATS

Front: 8 MP, Back: 50 MP, T SOMP Al triple camera

1.6, (wide), 1/2.55",

AF 0.08 MP, (depth)

) 5000 mAh
Baﬂew (Li-ion Non removable)

=1 Rs.30,999

JE0ilesl  RAMBGB ROM 128GB

Charging 33W Fast Charging

Infinix Zero 30
Rs. 64,999

VGO TEL

REVOLUTIONIZING CONNECTION : By

1 Chipset: Mediatek MT8781 Helio
G899 (6nm), CPU: Octa-core
(2 X 2.2 GHz Corlex-AT6 + 6 X
2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

F 6.78 Inches 3D
Display Curved AMOLED Display
Front: 50 MP, #/2.5, (wide),

E&-1ji1-1s-8 Back: Triple Camera 108 MP, f/

1.7, (wide), 2 MP, /2.4, 2 MP, fi2.4
; : : 5000 mah
Battery (Li-Po Non removable)

ETale] RAMBGB  ROM 256GB

[ei- 0| 45w Fast Charging

00§

Redmi Note 13

[
o
=
o

3

-
-
-
2
J
N
n
-1
>
4.
3]
=
=
D)
M

@

Redmi Note 13

Every shot iconic
eI Rs.59,999

120Hz AMOLED display 10BMP triple camera

8" O
o #

“d

-

Vd T

s & condiions amly

B517 HD» Wallerdrop Display 80Hz Fet
13MF A Tripie Hoar Camera | 6P Fromt
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TECNO CAMON 20
Rs:44,999

Tecno Spark 20Pro+
Rs:55,999

TECNO

N

TECNO CAMON 20

S4MP RGEBW Comera |

ight Portrait Master

All-Shm Bezel AMOLED | Fingsrpeint on Display

TECNO

SPARK 20pr0+

STRONG

| SUPERB SPEEDY
GORILLA GLASS

| | SEAMLESS
120Hz AMOLED FOD

CURVED SCREEN

-~

Tecno Pova 5 Pro

Rs:52,999

TECNOD

68W | 120Hz | 5G
Fast Charge Screen Refresh Rate Processor
.

POVA S Pro g

Samsung ZFlip 5

R=s:-359, 999

: Chipset: Qualcomm SMES50-AR Snapéragen
] 8 Gen 2 [4 nm), CPU: Dcta-core {1x 3.2 Ghz
Prﬂessnr Cortex-X3 # 2x 2.8 GHz Corten-AT15+4 2x 28
GH1 Corten-AT10 & 3x2.0 GHz Cortex-A510)

6.7 Inches Foldable
Dynamic AMOLED 2X
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 10 MP, /2.2, 23mm (wide), Main
: Dual Camera 12 MP, f{1.8, 24mm
[wide), 1/1.76%, 1.Bum, Dual Pixel

PDAF, OIS 12 MP, f/2.2, 123" (ultrawlide)

Camera

3700mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

e RAM 8GB
Memo
R
Fast Charging 25W wired

. 15W wireless, 4.5W
reverse wireless

I}l Charging

Tecno Phantom V Flip
Rs:199,999

Chipset: Mediatek Dimensity BO50 6 nm)
, CPU: Octa-core (1% 3.0 GHz
Cortex-AT8 + 3 3 2.6 GHz Cortex-ATE
+4 % 2.0 GHz Cortex-ABS)

6.9 Inches, Foldable LTRO
AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen

Display

Front: 32 MP /2.5, 24mm (wide)
. 1/2.87, PDAF, Main: Dual Camera
&4 MP, /1.7, 25mm [wide), 1/1.73"
. PDAF + 13 MP, /2.2, (ultrawide], 1/3", PDAF

:

4000mAh
(Li-Po Mon removable)

‘Mo 7 RAM 8GB
Memory ROM 256GB
o
> 45W Fast Charging

S22 ULTRA SAMSUNG

Rs:424,999

Octa-core (1 x 3.00 GHz Cortex-X2
+3 %240 GHz Cortex-AT10
+4 % 1.70 GHz Cortex-A510)

e 7 6.8 Inches Dynamic AMOLED
Dlsplay 2X Capacitive Touchscreen

., 1B Colors, Multitouch

Front: 40 MP, f12.2, 26mm [wids)
. Main : Guad Camera 108 MP,
¥ " 1.8, 24mm (wide), + 10 MP, fi£.9
BEEIUEIEN | 230mm (periscope teiephoto), * 10 MP.
12,4, TOmm (lalaphals),+
12 MP, /2.2, 13mm, (uifrawlde),

i - 5000mAh
=ELUEH  (LiPo Non removable)
Memor RAM 12 GB
MIOMOLY ROM 256GB

45W wired, PD3.0
15W wireless (QiPMA)
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‘David Geer's birthday
“Temar hoar.All day

mMeMOBI

¢ 11,000
CONTACTS
WITH EMOJI

USB Te]DUAL  rg1200mAh  (E7ILEBIG

70 TYPE-C [ Shss B By Bieplay
o T:,.pe c M T K 7 SPEAKER ™/ TORCHLIGHT £=3 CAMERA
AYS _15D Music Lﬁ_l Long-Range ==} HD Smart

LITHIUM-ION 2 CHARGING CHARGING PORT
BATTERY TokkeTIME PORT @@@@ www.memobile.pk
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import Data Smart Phones {impaorter Wise)

o d

&t HE

1

aslul, L LY L:/;’_ PRI A WMT, D‘J:E
rE fue e & A35 (FpLd
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Imparter Name Brand e o
FUTURE TECH APPLE 127 101,266
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE
Mo APPLE
SMART TECHNGLOGIES APPLE
LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN (PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE 1,082 3,395,611
YELLOSTONI TECHNOLOGINS [PRIVATE) LIPAITED APELE
VELOCITY TRADE ENTERPRISES APPLE
HAMZA ENTERPRISES APPLE
EMPERT TRADERS APPLE
GREEN ENTERPRISES
1,695 300,899
6,744 1,825,000
MOL PAKISTAN
USRA COMMLINICATICON B A44, TR
PICK M SAVE IR U]  Bamyze |
ELURQTEL TRADING
'HEAVEN TECHNOLOGES e e
SICCOTEL TRADING 815 148,615
PICK M SAVE
 PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED 22,000 1,361,726
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD 11,070 381,770
|EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS
EE
HELLO MOBILE
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES HONCR
SICCOTUL TRADING [RR=1.1=1}
| ACTION MOBILE NEIND _—
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.] LIMITED INFINI 305,700 26,746,928
ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINID 34,870 2,830,988
BAKKA TRADING INFIND
HAMZA ENTERPRISES INFINDE
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.] LIMITED 9 1575
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX 30,000 2,230,897
 EUROTEL TRADING INFINIX
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (FRIVATE) LIMITED INFINTX 210,500 17,387,977
EXPERT TRADERS INFINIX
ORIENT ENTERPRISES INFINIX
ASIF ASOCIATE INFINIX
M5, C RIGHT MORBILE INFINIX
INFINIX
INFINI
ITEL
TTEL 20 2,660
CORETECH ITEL
INDVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED TEL
"TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 130,000 7,104,860
SICCOTEL TRADING TEL
CYOUNG TOCH [PRIVATE) LIMITED ME MO BILE
AGA KHAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL COLLLGE FOUNDATION MOTOROLA
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE]) LIMITED MOTOROLA 2,000 214,500
NE [PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA
ICE TELECOM MHORIA
“AGA KHAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL C NOKIA
SICCOTEL TRADING HORIA 1,440 85,730
TECHO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKLA
_ALPHA ENETWORK [PRIVATE] LIMITED MO NAME ~
EURDTEL TRADING O NAME az1 39,785
 5.A.Q COMMUNICATION NO NAME
EXERT TECH [PRIVATE] LIMITED OFFO 67,090 6,665,169
FICK N SAVE OFFO
S0 COMMUNICATION (=1 1]
WALCLAS TRADIERS, (1]
AMEA ENTERPRISES aPrpo
APEL TECH [FRIVATE) L oPPO
5. TELECOM (PRIVATE) DUKITEL
"ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED & MOBILE
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE] LIMITED REALME 195,996 16,758,720
ACTION MOBILE REALME
REALME
REALME
REALME
PICK M SAVE HEALME
S0 COMMLINICATION REALMIE
 HAMZA ENTERPRISES REALMI
| ASIF ASQCIATE SAMELNG
\MSLNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSUNG &6 52,000
GLOBAL CUSTORMER CARE [PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSLNG
ROHDE & SCHWARE PAKISTAN (PVT.) LIMITED SAMSUNG
 LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 75,081 18,778,291
EDGE COMSULTING SOLUTIONS SAMSUNG
UMBRELLA ELECTRONICS & GENERAL TRADERS SAMSUNG
“SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG 550 52,800
ORIENT ENTERPRISES SAMSUNG
MICROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG
HAMZA INTERPRISES SMAMSUNG
SAMSLING
SAMSLING
SAMSLUNG
_CITI TECHNOLOGIES. [PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSLING
“EXPERT TRADERS SAMSUNG
ELUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG
 SICCOTEL TRADING. SHARF
DEPLOY (PVT.) LIMITED SPARN 58,960 2,266,000
ACTION MOBILE TECND
AR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECNO 20,000 :,._35,_53;_
ADVANCE TELECOM (FVT.) LIMITED TECNG 12,000 768,
AREERAM TRCHNOLOGIES LIMITED TECND
| MICROTEL TRADING THCNO s
" TRANSSION TECHO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECND 250,000 27923430
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED TECNG
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTARN) (PRIVATE] LIMITED TECND
HAMZA ENTERPRISES TECND
TECNO
 SICCOTEL TRADING TECND
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECND 25 5,017
 EXPERT TRADERS TECNO
ORIENT ENTERPRISES TECND
COASTAL JADE TECHMNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED Yivo 261,110 23,590, 855
S5H TELECONM {SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VEOTEL A0 003 B4, 948
CARLEARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITID VILLADN
| AREESAH TECHNOLOGIES LIMITEL HRAO ML
| VMCRY RADHS HUAOII
A.LM SHIPPING & LOGISTICS HIAC ML
EURDTEL TRADING XIAC ML
 BAKKA TRADING niADK
CORETECH KIAC ML E,700 1,200,717
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS KIAC ML -
XA 5,000 693,000
Gl X1AC L
GM TRADERS HIATIpal
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED HACrAl 226,900 18,004,785
UNITED COMMUNICATION {(PYT.) LIWMITID 2 S A
LE 16,787 . Basp06s
D CODE 22,000 1,361,726 1
DisITag 11,070 381,770
DOOGEE
HELLO MOBILE 4]
HONGR
[CELTES 581,079 2
[ TEL__ 130,020 707,570
ME MOBILE
MOTOROLA 2,000 214,500
NOKIA 1,440 a5, 700
NG NAME az1 B9, 7RE
67,000 6,665,169
16,759,720 x|
1,266,000
18,883,081
25,933,789
28,599 865
__Bp4, a4
20,898,502
178,750,448
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rn-“-' Model Smart 8 Sparkgo 2024 Note 50 YO2T
5 _l RRP (PKR) | 23,999 23,999 | 23,499 | 27,999 |
< | Processor “ Unisoc TB06 tanm | Unisoc TBOB pznm | Unisoc TE12 n2nm) | Helio P35 t2nm) |
. Screen Size | 6.6" IPS 6.6" IPS 6.7 IPS 6.5" IPS
Screen Form Hole Hole Drop Drop
| Refresh Rate 90Hz 90Hz S0Hz 60Hz
Q Screen Ratio 90.80% 90.80% 90.30% B85.70%
8 Brightness 500nits 500nits 560nits 400nits
O | BackCamera 13+0.08 13+0.08 13+0.08 8
" Front Camera 8 8 2 5
Fingerprint Side Side Side Side
| Battery 5000 5000 5000 5000
" Charger 10W 10W 10W 10W
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony

& Crystal Clear Digital TV on

Brain Fiber.

Brain FT'Tx is currently available in most business B ra I n
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Redmi Note 13 Pro+

Every shot iconic

12GB+512GB | Rs.139,999

D 1.5K curved display [ j 200MP OIS camera

Redmi Note 13 Pro

Every shot iconic

8GB+256GB | Rs.74,999

12GB+512GB | Rs.89,999

67W turbo charging [ j 200MP OIS camera

Redmi Note 13

Every shot iconic

8GB+256GB | Rs.59,999

I] 120Hz AMOLED display E j 108MP triple camera
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