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IMEF’s do-more
demand and

public

Without hesitation, the government has accepted the do-more
demands of the IMF and assured the international financial institution
to increase electricity, gas prices, and taxes as per its instructions. The
implementation of the IMF charter demands by the government
simply means more inflation and price hikes hitting new levels on the
masses already hit hard by the financial woes. The most vulnerable
class of this painful situation is the mediocre who represent the upper
and lower classes in the country. Although the official reports may
differ, however, some international reports figure 70 to 80 percent
of Pakistanis living down the poverty lines. Given the system and
uncompromised luxurious lifestyle of the ruling elite, the burden of
further foreign loans has been borne by the poor in this country. Since
the practice of securing foreign loans from the International Monetary
Funds and other donors, hardly any official audit was released to show
where the loan money was spent, how many measures were taken to
pay it back, and how productive was its spending for the development
and progress of the country and to provide for the poor.

In the recent deal, Pakistan had to meet IMF conditions including
revising its budget and raising interest rates as well as generating
revenues through more taxes and hiking electricity and gas prices.
The Fund also recommended reforms in loss-making state-owned
enterprises, including the PIA, which the government has already put
up for sale. Pakistan will receive the last installment of $1.1 billion
under a $3 billion loan agreement next month, following the approval
of the IMF Executive Board. As soon as the country receives the last
tranche, the current standby arrangement of $3 billion will expire
and the government will need to negotiate a fresh programme for
further loans. This time around, the IMF has found and commended
Pakistan’s economic initiatives as per its wishes.

“Pakistan’s economic and financial position has improved in the
months since the first review, with growth and confidence continuing
to recover on the back of prudent policy management and the
resumption of inflows from multilateral and bilateral partners,” as per
the statement issued by the IMF team led by Nathan Porter.

It, however, foresees national growth to remain modest this year and
inflation staying well above target. “Ongoing policy and reform efforts
are required to address Pakistan’s deep-seated economic vulnerabilities
amidst the ongoing challenges posed by elevated external and domestic
financing needs and an unsettled external environment,” the statement
added.

Some key objectives to be fulfilled under IMF demands include
strengthening public finances, including through gradual fiscal
consolidation and broadening the tax base (especially in under-taxed
sectors) and improving tax administration to improve debt sustainability
and create space for higher-priority development and social assistance
spending to protect the vulnerable. Restoring the energy sector’s viability
by accelerating cost-reducing reforms, including improving electricity
transmission and distribution, moving captive power demand to the
electricity grid, strengthening distribution company governance and
management, and undertaking effective anti-theft efforts. Returning
inflation to target, with a deeper and more transparent, flexible foreign
exchange market supporting external rebalancing and the rebuilding
of foreign reserves. Promoting private-led activity through the above-
mentioned actions, as well as the removal of distortionary protection,
advancement of SOE reforms to improve the sector’s performance,
and scaling up of investment in human capital, will make growth
more resilient and inclusive and enable Pakistan to reach its economic
potential.

Given this picture, the moot question strikes the mind of every
Pakistani that will our economy continue to be dependent on the
foreign loans and internal debts and the poor grill under the financial
burden while the powerful elite enjoying every luxury and facility at
the public expense?
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PUBG a violent game

It has almost been four years since a ban was put by the
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) on playing
the PUBG game in the country. This decision relieved the
parents, but unfortunately, the ban was lifted. The PUBG
game is such that causing serious harm to children and
affecting their thinking patterns.

‘We have noticed reports of young people killing or racing to
harm others under the influence of this violent game which
tempts the young minds to such pernicious acts. Many
countries, including India, China, and Afghanistan, have
banned the game for quite some time. It is time we also move
to save our youth from this and all other violent games that
are freely available in the market.

Safiullah Faisal, Sheikhupura

Inadequate natural gas supply

The people are facing acute difficulties due to the low pressure
of the natural gas supply or no gas to their homes. Cooking
meals for families has become a herculean task, especially in
winter and Ramadan when the gas demand becomes much
higher than the supply. Moreover, commercial entities and
industries are also bearing the brunt of the crisis that affects
their operations and productivity. The authorities concerned
should address the issue and ensure uninterrupted supply of
natural gas to Karachiites.

Muhammad Qaseem, Karachi

Cultural menace

All over the world, festivals bring pleasure to the people.
However, in Pakistan, aerial firing happens to be the
hallmark of festivities. Despite an official ban, many people
are emotionally following the troublesome tradition ignoring
the damage this practice can cause. All of us, as a nation,
need to change the way of our thinking.

Adeel Ahmed Malik, Rawalpindi

War profiteers

War is considered an encounter between two or more
nations, but there are often other actors who benefit from
this fight. The real winners of war are those who make
money when humanity bleeds without directly getting into
the battlefield. Since war fuels the demand for weapons,
the manufacturers expect their revenues to accelerate. Wars
anywhere in the world are no less than a lifeline for those
who produce and sell arms and ammunition. The latest data
on global military spending, published by the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), reveals that
global military expenditure has reached $2,240 billion.
This figure is intimidating and gruesome. The nations of
the world must act responsibly instead of making money at
the cost of humanity.

Mudassar Farid Qureshi, Lahore

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

Youth empowerment

[ would like to draw the attention of authorities concerned
towards the persisting issue of uneducated children in
Pakistan, a challenge that demands immediate action and a
holistic solution. The alarming level of illiteracy among the
youth poses a potential threat to the nation’s future. The root
causes of this crisis stem from a combination of economic
disparities, insufficient infrastructure, and societal norms
that hinder access to education for many young minds.
Immediate measures must be taken to address this critical
issue and pave the way for a brighter tomorrow for our
youth.

Urgent and concerted efforts are required to address the
root causes behind uneducated children in Pakistan and it
requires a comprehensive approach to evaluate government
initiatives, community engagement, and cultural shifts. By
prioritising education, we can pave the way for a brighter
future, empowering our youth with the tools and knowledge
needed for success.

Samra Khan, Karachi

Solar dilemma

Many countries strive to transition a significant portion of
their energy consumption to solar power. China leads the
pack with 131 gigawatts, followed by the UK with 51, Japan
with 49, Germany with 42, Italy with 19, and India with
18 gigawatts of solar capacity. Every dollar is precious in
Pakistan at this time given the dwindling economic situation
of the country. The annual import bill for oil and gas has
reached 27 billion dollars, and the revolving debt stands at
2,500 billion rupees.

Last year, the Pakistani government encouraged the public
to shift to solar energy production by reducing duties on its
equipment. However, as demand for solar panels increases
with changing weather patterns, market prices soared from 75
thousand to 3 lakh rupees for a modest-sized house. Market
sources attribute this to the shift in government policy.
Given the circumstances, inexpensive solar-generated
electricity could resolve many of these issues for people. To
this end, 1t 1s necessary to exempt solar panels from taxes
and reduce their market prices to make them accessible to
the common man.

Jalashk Balach, Dasht

Ramadan price surge

[ am writing to express my concern about the escalating
prices of essential goods for daily use during Ramadan in
Pakistan. These inflated prices are heavily burdensome
for the general public, particularly those from low-income
backgrounds as the Ramadan price hikes are impeding them
from observing the religious and cultural practices associated
with this sacred month.

The surge in prices of essential food items during Ramadan
significantly affects the ability of individuals to provide
nutritious meals for their families and engage in charitable
activities. This surge can be attributed to factors such as
increased demand, supply chain inefficiencies, hoarding,
and speculative pricing practices.

Syed Sarosh Ali, Karachi

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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Xports remain an important growth engine

for Pakistan, and the ability to maintain or

improve the level of exports is a crucial fac-

tor for the sustained growth of Pakistan’s
economy. Combined with extensive development in
halal-related areas, especially in food production, Pa-
kistan must be able to further its exports, particularly
to Islamic countries, such as the Middle East, Euro-
pean and Asian countries.

China and United States, the UK, UAE, Saudi
Arabia and some other countries have always been
the top destinations for exporters of Pakistan. How-
ever, there is a need for the exporters to focus on
other countries as well. Pakistan’s export of goods
and services to China witnessed an increase of 44.53
percent. The overall exports to China were record-
ed at $1726.679 million during July-January (2023-
24) against exports of $1194.639 million during Ju-
ly-January (2022-23), according to the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) data.

On a year-to-year basis, the exports to China also
surged by 79.54 per cent from $136.551 million in
Jamuary 2023, against the exports of $245.169 mil-
lion in January 2024.

Meanwhile, on a month-on-month basis, the ex-
ports to China decreased by 4.96 percent during Jan-
uary 2024 as compared to the exports of $257.978
million in December 2023, the SBP data revealed.

Overall Pakistan’s exports to other countries wit-
nessed an increase of 9.32 percent in the first seven
months, from $16.444 billion to $17.977 billion, the
SBP data revealed.

On the other hand, the imports from China
into the country during the months under review
were recorded at US $6959.768 million against US
$6464.217 million last year, showing an increase of
7.66 percent in July-January (2023-24).

On a year-on-year basis, the imports for China
witnessed an increase of 91.49 percent from US
$614.835 million in January 2023, against the im-
ports of US $1177.398 million in January 2024.

On a month-on-month basis, the imports from
China into the country also increased by 13.07 per-
cent during January 2024, as compared to the im-
ports of US $1041.271 million during December
2023, according to the data.

The overall imports into the country witnessed
a decrease of 11.09 percent, from $33.476 billion to
US $29.761 billion, according to the data.

Secondly, the United States (US) remained the
top export destination of Pakistani products during
the first seven months of the current financial year
2023-24, followed by China and the United King-
dom (UK).

Total exports to the US from July-January 2023-
24 were recorded at $3210.644 million against the
exports of $3569.533 million from July-January
2022-23, showing a decline of 10.05 percent, accord-
ing to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP).

The UK was the third top export destination,
where Pakistan exported products worth $1187.012
million during the months under review against the
exports of $1163.894 million, SBP data revealed.

Among other countries, Pakistani exports to
UAE stood at $1169.304 million against $821.621
million last year, showing an increase of 37.86 per-
cent, while the exports to Germany were recorded at
$854.167 million against $1010.491 million last year,
data said.

During July-January, the exports to Holland were
recorded at $781.983 million against $862.886 mil-
lion whereas the exports to Italy stood at $661.932
million against $649.433 million.

Pakistan’s exports to Spain were recorded at
$856.423 million against the exports of $810.461
million while the exports to Afghanistan were re-
corded at $284.927 million against $285.177 million
last year.

The exports to Bangladesh stood at $367.776 mil-
lion against $479.757 million.

Similarly, the exports to France during the
months under review were recorded at $299.633 mil-
lion against $346.694 million while the exports to
Belgium stood at $317.056 million against $424.231

Pakistan’s exports to Saudi Arabia were record-
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Pakistan must explore
further destinations
to enhance exports

China and United States, the UK, UAE, Saudi Arabia and some
other countries have always been the top destinations for
exporters of Pakistan. However, there is a need for the exporters
to focus on other countries as well. Pakistan’s export of goods
and services to China has withessed an increase of 44.53 percent

ed at $386.209 million during the current year com-
pared to $256.965 million last year whereas the ex-
ports to Turkiye stood at $204.7020 million against
$186.047 million.

Pakistan’s exports of sports products such as foot-
ball, basketball and volleyball to China registered a
31 percent increase last year due to growing demand,
said Ghulam Qadir, Commercial Counsellor at Paki-
stani Embassy in Beijing.

Pakistani exports to UAE stood
at $1169.304 million against
$821.621 million last year,
showing an increase of 37.86
percent, while the exports to
Germany were recorded at

$854.167 million

This growth trend underscores the quality and
competitiveness of Pakistan’s sports products in the
global market, particularly in the realm of athletic
equipment, he said in an interview.

He said, the increase in sports products also in-
dicates potential opportunities for further expansion
and collaboration between Pakistan and China in
this sector.

“The city of Sialkot having a storied history as
a hub for sports manufacturing, is recognized for
supplying official match balls for prestigious global
soccer tournaments.

Pakistani’s basketball, football, and volleyball
exports to China in 2023 crossed $ 11.93 million
whereas last year in the same period (January-De-
cember) it was only $ 9.13 million.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Similarly, the exports of the equipment for gener-
al physical exercise and gymnastics sports crossed $
0.83 million. The overall sports-related products ex-
port to China from Pakistan crossed $14.33 million
in 2023,” he added.

Meanwhile, the Ambassador of Pakistan to Chi-
na, Khalil Hashmi paid a courtesy call to the Minis-
ter of the International Department of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China (ID-
CPC), Liu Jianchao in Beijing.

Minister for Commerce stressed the need to en-
sure affordable power rates for the local industrial
sector to attain sustainable industrial growth as well
as enhance the competitiveness of the manufactur-
ing sector of the country.

He underscored the significance of maintaining
energy prices at 9 cents per unit for local industry,
adding that it was essential for the survival of the in-
dustrial sector, which was a source of job creation,
export production, and import substitution.

He emphasized prioritizing industrial growth to
stimulate economic prosperity by enhancing exports
and making the local manufacturing sector viable to
achieve ambitious targets in global markets, includ-
ing China, GCC countries, Africa, ASEAN, EU, UK
and the USA.

The provision of electricity at 9 cents per unit
to industries aims to provide a level playing field
for local industries and enhance their competitive-
ness globally, he said adding that the proposal was
also approved by the Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), reflecting the government’s commit-
ment to supporting industrial growth.

He expressed optimism that the new government
would decide on the issue, enabling industries to op-
erate more efficiently and contribute significantly to
national economic prosperity. m

MARCH, 2024
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tate Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has released its
Quarterly Payment Systems Review for the
2nd quarter of the fiscal year 2023-24.

This report showcases significant prog-
ress in Pakistan’s payment ecosystem and provides
a comprehensive overview of the digital payments
landscape of the country.

The user base of the payments infrastructure
experienced growth in the second quarter of fis-
cal year 2023-24. Mobile and Internet Banking
remains the preferred mode of digital transactions
for Pakistanis. Mobile and Internet Banking Us-
ers reached 16 million and 11 million indicating a
quarterly growth rate of 8% and 5%, respectively.
Encouragingly, the number of e-wallets registered
with EMIs also increased by 15% to 2.7 million
during the quarter marking a more than twofold
increase in the last four quarters. In addition, over
67 million m-wallets were registered with Branch-
less Banking (BB) service providers.

During Q2-FY?24, retail transactions processed
by Banks, MFBs, and EMIs, witnessed a quarterly
growth of 15%, a significant increase compared to
the 5% growth in the previous quarter. During the
quarter under review, the volume of digital transac-
tions constituted 82% of the overall retail transac-
tions, compared to 80% during the previous quar-
ter. However, in terms of value, over-the-counter
(OTC) transactions constituted 85% share of the
overall retail transactions. In the same quarter,
more than 90% of the retail fund transfers and 73%
of bill payments/mobile top-ups were conducted
using digital channels. Last quarter, this share was
88% and 68% respectively.

Raast (Instant Payment System) and PRISM
(Real Time Gross Settlement System) significantly
contributed to nationwide digital financial services.
Raast, an instant payment solution in Pakistan,
played a pivotal role by facilitating 107 million
funds transfer transactions free of cost, totaling
more than PKR 2 trillion in Q2-FY?24. In the same
quarter, RTGS processed 1.5 million large-value
payments, amounting to PKR 273 trillion. Break-
ing down the values of RTGS, 29% were attributed
to funds transfer settlements, 70% to government
securities settlements, and 1% to clearing transac-
tions settlements.

Pakistan’s payments infrastructure consists of
33 Banks, 11 Microfinance Banks (MFBs), 5 Pay-
ment System Operators/Service Providers (PSOs/
PSPs), 5 Electronic Money Institutions (EMIs),
the Real-Time Gross Settlement System PRISM,
Raast Instant Payment System, and various Fin-
techs. As of the end of the 2nd quarter of the fiscal
year 2023-24, Banks and MFBs were offering their
services through a network of 18,178 branches,
18,441 ATMs, 121,987 POS machines, and E-com-
merce payment gateways serving 7,630 registered
e-merchants. In addition, 16 banks and MFBs were
also providing Branchless Banking (BB) services,
broadening the accessibility of banking services.

On the other hand, the Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan (SECP) held meetings
with the insurance companies i.e. life and non-life
separately, on digitisation of the insurance sector
in Pakistan.

Commissioner Insurance, Aamir Khan while
prioritising the growth and expansion of the insur-
ance sector, as evident from the launch of a 5-year
Strategic Plan targeting an inclusive, innovative,
and sound insurance industry by 2028, highlight-
ed innovation, digitalisation, and data accessibility
as core objectives of the plan. He apprised the in-
dustry’s representatives of the initiatives taken by
SECP on the digitalisation front and SECP’s en-
gagement with the insurance companies to launch
an insurance policy finder and an auto insurance
repository to facilitate policy tracking and enforce
compulsory motor third-party insurance. He also
shed light on the industry’s role in leveraging tech-
nology for improved customer journey and organ-
isational efficiency and sought input from the par-
ticipants for further advancements.

The representatives of life insurance compa-
nies highlighted the issues in existing regulations
formulated concerning the physical distribution of
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During Q2-FY24, retail transactions processed by Banks,
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2’7/ million Pakistanis
using mobile, internet
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MFBs, and EMIs, withessed a quarterly growth of 15%, a
significant increase compared to the 5% growth in the previous
quarter. During the quarter under review, the volume of digital
transactions constituted 82% of the overall retail transactions,
compared to 80% during the previous quarter

saving products and currently act as hindrances to
the digital distribution of the same products. The
representatives of non-life insurance companies
emphasised the need for the availability of data
repositories, implementation of compulsory in-
surance, collaborations, and information sharing
for enhanced digitization of the insurance sec-
tor, to pave the way towards increased insurance
penetration.

Raast (Instant Payment
System) and PRISM (Real Time
Gross Settlement System) sig-
nificantly contributed to digital
financial services nationwide.
Raast, an instant payment solu-
tion in Pakistan, played a pivot-
al role by facilitating 107 million
funds transfer transactions free
of cost, totalling more than PKR
2 trillion in Q2-FY24

In the closing remarks, Commissioner Insur-
ance informed the participants of the initiation of
working on the report covering suggested digital in-
frastructure and areas for end-to-end digitalisation
throughout the customer journey. He also updated
on the work done on the Risk-Based Capital Re-
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gime and initiation of the data collection exercise
in this regard in the coming days.

In another development, the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) has assured Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue Muhammad Aurangzeb to
achieve the annual tax collection target during the
current financial year.

The Finance Minister visited the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) Headquarters and presided over
a meeting to review the revenue collection perfor-
mance of FBR.

Chairman FBR Malik Amjed Zubair Tiwana
and Members of the Board attended the meeting.
Chairman FBR warmly welcomed the minister on
behalf of the FBR team and gave a detailed pre-
sentation on the revenue collection efforts and var-
ious revenue generation initiatives taken by FBR
as well as issues currently being faced in revenue
administration. The Minister was briefed that FBR
has successfully achieved the cumulative revenue
collection target for the first eight months of the
current financial year and is committed to achiev-
ing the overall target as well.

The finance minister appreciated the FBR
team’s efforts in meeting the targets. He called for
expediting the reform process and digitisation of
FBR for better performance and enhanced revenue
generation. The minister also directed to evolve a
mechanism to ensure transparency in the tax col-
lection system. He assured the FBR team of his
complete support in the performance of their du-
ties and directed them to increase their efforts to
achieve true tax potential. m
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the global market.
Hussain Haider, Con-

== (Ut in taxes, utility prices ze=a

by reducing tax-
es, providing them with
low-interest loans, com-
petitive energy tariffs, and
gradually shifting them
towards  export-oriented
ones, said Raja Waseem
Hasan, spokesman for
Pakistan Industrial and
Traders Associations Front ggm
(PIAF)_ 1.

He said Pakistan’s
economy had been on the
recovery track under the §
ongoing shortterm IMF
programme. “Though ##
macroeconomic  indica- &
tors have shown signs of &
stability, the government {=3&
needs to ensure policy con- ¥
tinuity and stay in the IMF
programme by taking the
much-needed structural re-
forms.”

He said the business en-
vironment in Pakistan re-
mained challenging as the
cost of doing business had
gone much higher, while
major industries were fac-
ing supply chain disruption
and declining demand.
“The policy rate stands at
a staggering 22%, while
inflation continues to keep
costs high, which will be
a challenge for the govern-
ment,” he said, calling for

gradually reducing the key
policy rate.
“The business envi-

ronment also faces import

direly needed to sustain

Businesses should be given export-oriented goals and be
incentivised to tap into new markets. Moreover, the privatisation
of loss-making state-owned enterprises should be expedited to ~_ He

bolster competition and turn around these organisations

Shanghai, while talking
to China Economic Net
at the expo expressed his
pride and optimism re-
garding the strong partici-
pation of Pakistani textile
companies at the two ma-
jor exhibitions.
Highlighting the sig-
nificance of the presence
of the Pakistani textile
industry at the expo, he
stated that it was a testi-
mony to the rich textile
heritage of the country
- | and its commitment to in-
4 novation and quality.
L Pakistan’s textile in-
A| dustry has emerged as
4 a leading exporter, gen-
|| erating US$1.9 billion
in annual exports, con-
solidating its position as
the largest industry in
the country, the Consul
General pointed out. Pa-
kistani textiles are known
for their competitive pric-
ing, making them an at-
tractive option for buyers
seeking quality products
at affordable prices. This
competitiveness is backed
by the country’s skilled
workforce, efficient man-
ufacturing processes, and
strong supply chain net-
work.
further spoke
about the growing collab-
oration between Pakistan
and China in the textile

restrictions, which might

continue to be there to con-

trol the current account deficit and maintain foreign
exchange stability,” he said while talking to Wealth-
PK. Hasan added that businesses also faced regulato-
1y challenges such as long cumbersome processes to
take approvals for operations, launching a new prod-
uct, and entering a new market. “Regulatory bodies
should make sure that one window operation was
available for the investors.” He suggested improving
the business environment by ensuring policy consis-
tency to control unemployment. He said Pakistan’s
economic agenda should be long-term, and the in-
dustry should have certain goals within a given time-
frame to be achieved.

“Businesses should be given export-oriented goals
and be incentivised to tap into new markets. More-
over, the privatisation of loss-making state-owned
enterprises should be expedited to bolster compe-
tition and turn around these organisations. “Lastly,
as technology is a source of revenue globally, young
graduates should be given IT training focused on
providing services to international clients, which can
reduce unemployment and earn foreign exchange for
the country,” the PIAF official said.

Meanwhile, Majid Shabbir, Adviser at Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said soaring
electricity and gas prices had substantially raised pro-
duction costs and crucial inputs for all sectors. “This
escalation poses challenges for both industrialists and
exporters, impacting profitability and market com-
petitiveness.” “This emphasises the critical need for
policymakers to tackle energy price hikes promptly
and announce relief measures for industries. Failure
to tackle this challenge risks undermining the viabili-
ty of businesses and hampering the country’s export
potential in the global arena,” he said.

Furthermore, the ICCI adviser said political tur-
moil had had a significant impact on the real estate
and construction sectors, leading to a growth stag-
nation. “Moreover, individuals, who previously had
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substantial investments in these sectors, have experi-
enced a significant decline in the value of their invest-
ments.”

“The business community is seeking tax relief
in the upcoming budget. However, the government
may not be able to grant any tax relief given the IMF
programme conditionalities and grave fiscal challeng-
es,” he said. Shabbir asked the government to take
confidence-building measures to foster a robust
business environment in the country. “These mea-
sures may include reducing bureaucratic hurdles,
ensuring policy consistency, providing incentives
for investment, enhancing transparency in regula-
tory processes, and fostering a conducive business
environment.”

The business environment in
Pakistan remained challenging
as the cost of doing business
had gone much higher, while
major industries were facing
supply chain disruption and
declining demand

Meanwhile, as many as 18 Pakistani textile
companies made a strong impression at the Yarn
Expo Spring 2024 and Inter-textile Shanghai Ap-
parel Fabrics-Spring Edition 2024, two of the
world’s most influential textile and apparel exhibi-
tions, held in Shanghai, China.

Participating companies, spanning the yarn,
fabric, finished goods segments, and accessories,
exhibited a wide array of high-quality products, in-
cluding cotton, polyester, blended yarns, wool car-
pets, and specialty fabrics. Pakistan’s textile industry
has long been renowned for its quality, competitive-
ness, and ability to meet the evolving demands of

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

trade, highlighting Chi-

nese investment in Paki-
stan, the exchange of technological know-how, and
Pakistan’s intention to learn from China’s innova-
tion and management skills. He also emphasised
the potential application of artificial intelligence
(AI) in the textile industry.

In addition, the Consul General highlighted
the role of exhibitions like the Yarn Expo and In-
ter-textile Shanghai in promoting trade and coop-
eration between Pakistan and China. He said that
such platforms provide excellent opportunities
for Pakistani companies to network with industry
peers, explore business opportunities, learn new
trends, expand exports, and strengthen their global
presence.

It is worth mentioning that many companies
highlighted their eco-friendly manufacturing pro-
cesses and commitment to sustainability, aligning
with the global trend towards more environmentally
conscious production by showcasing their sustain-
able products. Nadeem Waqar, Marketing Manager,
Kohinoor Mills Ltd highlighted the need to adopt
environmentally friendly manufacturing processes,
use sustainable materials and reduce waste. He also
stressed the importance of collaboration and part-
nership among industry players to achieve a more
circular and sustainable textile economy.

'With China announcing further measures to ex-
pand its imports and providing a significant boost
to Pakistan’s textile exports which now enjoy zero
tariff treatmentin line with the China-Pakistan Free
Trade Agreement Phase 2, Moshin Khan from Re-
liance Weaving Mills Ltd saw a significant opportu-
nity for Pakistani textiles to capture a larger share of
the market. Pakistan has long been a reliable suppli-
er of quality textiles to China and the two countries
share a deep understanding of the industry’s chal-
lenges and opportunities. We are confident that the
industry will benefit from this trend and continue to
grow and prosper, he added. »

MARCH, 2024

=
O
4
=]
L
F
<.
-
P
=
e,
oy
o
-
=
L
c
g
o
e
=
P
P
e
L
o
Gl
.3

:
g




§
g

=
e,
=
-]
m =
—_
>
=
=]
O
e
=
-
il
"
(1)
(7,
(o
“
(o)
3
)
i
€0
s
13

Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

Pakistan appeals US to
permit completion of
gas pipeline relaxing
sanctions on Iran

The caretaker government ha

of an 80-kilometer segment of the pipeline within Pakistani
territory to avoid potential legal challenges from Iran, which
could lead to an $18 billion penalty if the dispute were taken

to international courts

n a bid to meet its contractual obligations with
Iran, Pakistan is in talks with the United States
to secure a waiver from sanctions imposed on
the Iran-Pakistan (IP) Gas Pipeline Project.

This was confirmed by Federal Energy Min-
ister, Dr Musadiq Masood Malik, during a press
conference. The caretaker government had initiated
the construction of an 80-kilometre segment of the
pipeline within Pakistani territory to avoid poten-
tial legal challenges from Iran, which could lead to
an $18 billion penalty if the dispute were taken to
international courts.

By advancing the pipeline’s construction and
seeking a sanctions waiver, Pakistan aims to bal-
ance its legal obligations with international eco-
nomic restrictions.

If the US lifts the sanction against Iran, Pakistan
will utilise Rs 45 billion under the Gas Infrastruc-
ture Development Cess (GIDC) on the construction
of 80-kilometre gas pipeline from the Iran border
to Gwadar to complete the long-delayed Iran-Paki-
stan (IP) gas pipeline.

As per cost estimates for the construction of 80-
km pipeline, i.e., $ 158 million (equivalent to Rs 45
billion) would be utilised from GIDC funds, and up
to Rs 2.5 billion can be provided. The requirement
of remaining funds amounting to Rs 42.5 billion
may be considered during FY 2024-25 on approval
of the GIDC Board.

Dr. Malik also addressed Pakistan’s compliance
with the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) re-
quirements, emphasising that the recent discussions
with the IMF were introductory.

He said that the energy sector reforms are a pri-
ority for the government, aimed at bridging the gap
between the cost and sale price of electricity, which
currently results in annual losses of Rs1,000 billion.

Efforts to reform the energy sector include the
implementation of the Weighted Average Cost of
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Gas (WACOG) to lower power generation costs.

Addressing concerns about DISCOs, the Min-
ister underscored improving their performance and
efficiency by reducing electricity theft and line loss-
es. He mentioned plans to enhance DISCOs’ op-
erational efficiency, either through private-public
partnerships or public sector interventions.

Minister Malik announced directives for public
sector oil companies to establish separate entities
for renewable energy, aiming to generate affordable
electricity while safeguarding the environment.

In rural areas, the government plans to provide
direct subsidies to farmers for fertilisers, along with
high-yielding seeds and solar tube wells to boost ag-
ricultural productivity.

Additionally, loans will be offered for the estab-
lishment of agro-industries to maximize the utilisa-
tion of fruits and vegetables.

Efforts to reform the energy
sector include the implemen-
tation of the Weighted Average
Cost of Gas (WACOG) to lower

power generation costs

For urban areas, the government intends to
provide IT-related training to 500,000 individuals
and facilitate access to soft loans from commercial
banks for small and medium enterprises.

US sanctions against Iran are a major hindrance
for most gas pipeline projects in the region. The US
President’s administration had warned countries
around the world to stop buying Iranian oil or face
sanctions. Washington’s European allies have tried
and failed to come up with ways to blunt the eco-
nomic impact of the US move.
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Under an agreement signed between the two
countries in 2009, the project was to be completed
by December 2014 and would deliver 21.5 million
cubic meters (760,000 million cubic feet) of gas per
day to Pakistan. It was to be constructed using a
segmented approach — Iran had to lay down the
pipeline on its side and Pakistan was supposed to
build the pipeline on its territory.

Under a penalty clause, Pakistan is bound to pay
$1 million per day to Iran from January 1, 2015, for
failing to build its part of the pipeline. If Iran takes
the case to an arbitration court, Pakistan will likely
have to pay billions of dollars as a penalty.

Despite these measures, the Minister noted that
the cost of electricity has risen due to the high price
of imported RLNG, contrasting with lower costs
for locally produced gas.

Further, the Minister highlighted the need for
operational improvements of Distribution Compa-
nies (DISCOs) to reduce electricity theft and line
losses.

He announced plans for public sector oil com-
panies to create renewable energy subsidiaries and
discussed government initiatives to support rural
agriculture and urban IT training, alongside facili-
tating loans for small and medium enterprises.

The government has outlined strict timelines for
its Petroleum and Power Divisions to expedite var-
ious energy projects, including the immediate for-
mation of an inter-provincial committee to oversee
the Iran-Pakistan Pipeline Project, according to an
official document.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has directed the
Petroleum Division to conduct an in-depth study
and propose exploration activities for the offshore
basin within three months. The division is also
tasked with hiring a consultant within two months
to assist in offshore gas exploration deals. In a move
to address the persistent issue of circular debt, the
Petroleum and Power Divisions are to jointly de-
vise a plan and establish a Project Monitoring Unit
(PMU) for effective monitoring.

Additionally, they have mandated the arrange-
ment of a signing ceremony for Refinery Upgrade
Agreements under the Brownfield Refinery Policy
in the same timeframe.

To promote solar energy, the Power Division
has been given one month to resolve net metering
issues. The government has also called for a report
on the status of Energy Conservation Standards for
home appliances within three days.

In response to the country’s surplus power ca-
pacity, a proposal for the development of industri-
al zones is expected to be prepared and presented
within a month. Furthermore, the Petroleum Divi-
sion is instructed to appoint a consultant in three
months to evaluate losses due to infrastructure deg-
radation, gas theft, and inefficiency, and to propose
solutions.

A third-party forensic analysis of the revenue
requirements for Sui companies, as determined by
the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA),
has been ordered to be conducted within a month.

The government also anticipates a presentation
on the Weighted Average Cost of Gas (WACOG),
the mineral sector, offshore gas, tight gas, the un-
bundling of Sui companies, and standards for ener-
gy efficiency for home appliances within the same
period. m
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Veon’s Jazz launches
Rox mobile services
brand in Pakistan

L

Kaan rzig]u, CEO of Gro said P

.' T e

akistan with 64% of

=N £t

the population under 30, holds a significant demand for digital-
first experiences. ROX delivers a combination of content and
services to engage the digital-first generation of the country
with Jazz’s wide portfolio of digital services and experience in
providing a seamless digital experience to our customers

t Mobile World Congress 2024, held re-

cently in Barcelona, Spain where Jazz

Pakistan announced Jazz brings ROX,

exciting new digital sub-brand tai-

lored to serve as the all-encompassing lifestyle part-
ner of the nation’s digital-first generation.

‘With a tagline ‘vibe hai’ (feel the vibe), ROX car-
ries a youthful persona that perfectly resonates with
young Pakistanis, with packages and offerings to
jibe with their hyper-connected lifestyles, according
to a news release.

“Pakistan, with 64% of the population under 30,
holds a significant demand for digital-first experi-
ences. ROX delivers a combination of content and
services to engage the digital-first generation of the
country. With Jazz’s wide portfolio of digital ser-
vices and experience in providing a seamless digital
experience to our customers, and with the learnings
in our Group based on the success of other digi-
tal-first brands, we are confident that we are unique-
ly positioned to meet this demand,” explained Kaan
Terzioglu, CEO of VEON Group.

Kazim Mujtaba, Chief Commercial Officer at
Jazz said ROX complements our DO1440 strategy,
joining the ranks of our acclaimed digital lifestyle
products like Garaj cloud, Tamasha OTT, JazzCash
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fintech, GameNow gaming platform, and more.
I'm confident that young Pakistanis will find ROX
a brand that understands their digital needs, encour-
aging them to be the true ‘ROXSTARS’ that they
are,” he added.

ROX caters to the varying everyday digital needs
of the Pakistani youth. Switching from Jazz Prepaid
to ROX is just a click away, a smooth transition that
the intuitive ROX app ensures with incentive roll-
Over.

CEO of Jazz Pakistan Aamir
Ibrahim was one of the key
speakers at MWC Barcelona
where he highlighted the
business growth potential an
the financial inclusion focus of
Jazz(Cash. The audience
comprising global fintech
leaders, analysts, and media
persons specifically applaud-
ed JazzCash for accelerating
financial inclusion in Pakistan

Meanwhile, the CEO of Jazz Pakistan Aamir
Ibrahim was one of the key speakers at MWC Bar-
celona where he highlighted the business growth
potential and the financial inclusion focus of Jazz-
Cash. The audience comprising global fintech
leaders, amalysts, and media persons specifically
applauded JazzCash for accelerating financial inclu-
sion in Pakistan which houses 2.8% of the world’s
population, but a staggering 8% of the unbanked
population globally.
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Aamir said that Jazz’s expansive outreach and
status as the most loved digital brand gives the com-
pany the advantage of cashing in on its legacy to
have a tremendous impact on the country’s econo-
my at large, and the livelihoods of a common Paki-
stani. This backing also provides JazzCash with the
scale to reach people who are often overlooked by
the formal banking system.

He highlighted Jazz’s massive footprint in Pa-
kistan, connecting over 70 million people and pos-
itively impacting their lives and livelihoods through
digital and financial inclusion. With its D01440
strategy, where Jazz offers a digital experience for
every minute of the day to its customers, the scope
of serving customers across fintech, entertainment,
cloud services, etc. has markedly widened, opening
doors to new possibilities in Pakistan’s developing
digital landscape.

OBILE WALLET  Dispy

[N

Talking of the impact that JazzCash has created
on the much-needed shift to digital financial services
and financial inclusion of the masses, Aamir ap-
prised the audience that the fintech processes seven
million transactions a day, which account for nearly
7% of Pakistan’s GDP.

Aamir added that through JazzCash QR codes,
available with 330,000 merchants nationwide, more
payments are made than the money processed by a
major credit card brand in Pakistan, which has been
around for decades. In terms of scale, JazzCash has
surpassed traditional credit and debit cards in Paki-
stan, he revealed.

Responding to a query, he said that JazzCash
with a customer base of 44 million has made a
concerted effort to prioritize gender-intentional fi-
nancial inclusion. This proactive approach has led
to a significant increase in the representation of
women within JazzCash’s customer base. “As a re-
sult, around 30 percent of JazzCash customers are
now women, a significant increase from just 17 per
cent a couple of years ago,” he added. To foster a
more inclusive and balanced economic landscape,
he committed to reaching a 50 percent representa-
tion of women in JazzCash’s customer base in the
coming years.

He revealed that JazzCash recently launched the
industry’s pioneering free health and life insurance
offering for nano loan customers. By introducing
free life and health insurance to ReadyCash cus-
tomers, we are not just redefining lending, we are
protecting dreams, securing futures, and prioritizing
our customers’ well-being, he added.

Aamir also shed light on the importance of nano
loans, stressing how responsible nano-lending offers
immediate financial relief and provides a safety net
for the unforeseen challenges life may bring.

He concluded his address reiterating JazzCash's
commitment to continue serving the unbanked and
underbanked segments in the country. m
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vivo unveils the future
of portrait photography
with premium and

oG

elegant V30

Vvivo V30

Delight in Every Portrait

Zg%mcfo

vivo V30 5G is committed to empowering users to seize and
immortalize every precious moment of their lives with its
advanced imaging capabilities. To capture delight in every
portrait, V30 5Gsports upgraded Aura Light feature that
provides a light-emitting area that is 19 times larger and 50
times softer than a standard flash

ivo, a global leading technology company,

introduced vivo V30 5G, the best-in-class

‘ } flagship with upgraded Aura Light Portrait

and premium design to its stylish V series.

The latest V30 5G features an integrated 120 Hz

3D Curved Screen to showcase its premium design

and comes in outstanding new color options to rep-
resent users’ unique styles.

Celebrating the debut of the vivo V30 5G, re-
nowned content creators from Pakistan embarked
on an immersive journey into the realm of inno-
vation. Ameer Dagha, a leading tech expert and
founder of ReviewPK, led the exploration by un-
boxing the V30 5G smartphone, joined by the tal-
ented smartphone photographer Fahad Hanif and
style icon Ishwah Siddiqui. Together, they delved
into the device’s exceptional camera capabilities,
exquisite design, and robust performance, ultimate-
ly embracing the allure of this groundbreaking
smartphone.

vivo V30 5G is committed to empowering users
to seize and immortalize every precious moment of
their lives with its advanced imaging capabilities.
To capture delight in every portrait, V30 5Gsports
upgraded Aura Light feature that provides a
light-emitting area that is 19 times larger and 50
times softer than a standard flash.

In addition, the Smart Color Temperature Ad-
justment feature enables the device to intelligently
identify and adjust the color temperature based on
the subject’s surroundings, offering broader color
temperature range compared with previous itera-
tions. It also supports Distance-Sensitive Lighting
that can detect the subject’s distance in real-time
with centimeter-level precision to adjust the Aura
Light brightness. When the subject is closer, the
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light is softer and more balanced, and the light is
brighter when the subject is farther away, allowing
users to capture perfectly-lit portraits in a breath.

Moreover, the 50 MP AF Ultra Wide-Angle
Camera features Auto Focus and 119° wide an-
gle, allowing users to effortlessly capture expansive
landscapes or special group photo moments with-
out missing a beat. It’s V series’ first 50 MP Ultra
‘Wide-Angle Camera equipped with Auto Focus
and boasts 6.25 times the pixel count of the more
common 8 MP wide-angle camera.

The camera also features AI Group Portrait for
group photos, ensuring the clarity of up to 30 peo-
ple in the portrait. V30 5G also comes with VCS
True Color Main Camera, the vivo-exclusive Cam-
era-Bionic Spectrum (VCS) technology enables the
camera’s vision to be closer to that of the human
eye. This improves image clarity by 25% and col-
or reproduction by 15% compared to the previous
generation .

Beyond its impressive photography prowess, the
unique exterior design of vivo V30 5G underscores
vivo’s dedication to harmonizing style and innova-
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tion. With a comfortable 3D Curved Screen design
for improved grip, V30 5G is easy to hold for ex-
tended periods of time.

It also features a 1.5K Ultra Clear Sunlight
AMOLED Display anda 120 Hz refresh rate, which
ensures peak smoothness.With a peak local bright-
ness of 2800 nits and amaximum overall brightness
of 1200 nits, it offers the ultimate viewing experi-
ence, even under the brightest sunlight.

To incorporate a large-capacity 5000 mAh bat-
tery into the slim frame, the 7.45 mm V30 5G em-
ploys an industry-leading One-Piece Encapsulation
Technique, which involves reconfiguring the battery
casing to make it thinner.

vivo V30 5G debuts new Color, Material, and
Finish (CMF) innovations that are inspired by na-
ture. The Waving Aqua edition features a green-
ish-blue color on a sleek glass surface, featuring a
stunning water ripple pattern by using a Rippling
Magnetic Particle process, which involves meticu-
lous control of tiny magnetic particles in the flow-
ing resin to create the sparkling water ripple effect.
V30 5G also comes in a color-changing Peacock
Green that can transform into a deep blue hue in
UV light.

Coupled with the enhanced12GB + 12GBEx-
tended RAM technology, 256GB Large Storage
and Qualcomm Snapdragon® 7 Gen 3, V30 5G
delivers smooth and uninterrupted performance for
an exceptional multitasking experience.

In terms of battery technology, the 5000 mAh
battery can be fully charged in just 48 minutes, ow-
ing to the 80W FlashCharge. For daily use, V30 5G
has doubled its battery lifespan. Even after 1600
charge-discharge cycles, the battery capacity re-
mains above 80%, maintaining a battery lifespan of
four years.

vivo V305G is a best-in-class flagship that tru-
ly combines innovation with elegance, showcasing
an ultra-slim profile, a range of stunning colors and
cutting-edge features. It is truly a visual delight that
captivates at first glance.

Beyond its impressive
photography prowess, the
unique exterior design of vivo
V30 5G underscores vivo’s
dedication to harmonizing
style and innovation. With a
comfortable 3D Curved Screen
design for improved grip, V30
oG is easy to hold for extended
periods of time

Price and Availability

The latest vivo V30 5G is available for pre-book-
ing in Pakistan at PKR 139,999 only. Customers
can secure their pre-orders at their nearest mobile
market.

vivo offers a one-year warranty for V30 5G
along with 15 days free replacement and 6 months
warranty for accessories. vivo V30 5G is duly ap-
proved by Pakistan Telecommunications Authority
and supports all mobile networks in Pakistan. Zong
customers can also get 12GB free mobile internet
by using their 4G SIM card in slot 1 (2GB internet
/ month for 6 months). =
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Inovi Telecom officials attend
the launching event of Infinix

e

Note 40

Series

Pro 5G and 40- Pro Plus. Both

4 _— ¥

First up, let’s start with the 5G models of the bunch, the Note 40
phones are largely similar in specs with the only differentiating factors being the battery, charging
speed, and the RAM amount. They both sport a 6.78-inch 1080p AMOLED display with a I20Hz
refresh rate, a peak brightness of 1,300 nits, and Corning Gorilla Glass along with an [P53 rating
for protection. Under the hood, they run on a MediaTek Dimensity 7020 paired with 256GB of

storage, 8GB of RAM for the 40 Pro 5G, and 12GB of RAM for the 40 Pro Plus

nfinix, a subsidiary of Transsion Holdings,
has recently launched its latest mid-range
model, the Note 40 Series, at the Sepang
International Circuit in Malaysia. This new
series includes the standard version, Note 40 Pro
(4G/5G), and the top-end model, Note 40 Pro+.
Industry titans like Mr. Joe and Mr. Simon
Feng graced the event, and officials and a team
from Inovi Telecom Pakistan specially reached
there to attend the event as a leading partner. In-
finix management applauded and thanked Mr.
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Zeeshan Mianoor (CEO of Inovi Telecom) and
Mr. Usman Sultan (President of Inovi Telecom),
as well as other pivotal business allies, for attend-
ing an exclusive showcase of innovation and style.

All the phones are equipped with the brand’s
in-house Cheetah X1 charging chip and ship with
XOS 14 based on Android 14. The most conspic-
uous highlight of the new phone is the company’s
first independently developed power management
chip, Cheetah X1.

First up, let’s start with the 5G models of the
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bunch, the Note 40 Pro 5G and 40 Pro Plus. Both
phones are largely similar in specs with the only
differentiating factors being the battery, charging
speed, and the RAM amount. They both sport a
6.78-inch 1080p AMOLED display with a 120Hz
refresh rate, a peak brightness of 1,300 nits, and
Corning Gorilla Glass along with an IP53 rat-
ing for protection. Under the hood, they run on
a MediaTek Dimensity 7020 paired with 256GB
of storage, 8GB of RAM for the 40 Pro 5G, and
12GB of RAM for the 40 Pro Plus. =
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PTCL Group announces Shoq TV
Box powered by Android TV at MWC

President and Group CEO, PTCL & Ufone 4G, Hatem Bamatraf said I am thrilled by the launch
of this innovative Shoq TV Box powered by Android TV in Pakistan in collaboration with Google.
It feels like we're bringing back an exciting gift from the MWC for our customers

integrated ICT services provider, PTCL

Group, is set to launch in Pakistan a cut-
ting-edge Shoq TV set-top box powered by Android
TV, to transform the TV viewing experience for its
customers. It was announced by the President and
Group CEO, PTCL & Ufone 4G, Hatem Bamatraf,
and Karen Teo, VP Android Partnerships APAC,
Google during Mobile World Congress (MWC)
2024 in Barcelona, Spain. The Android TV Set-top
Box will feature multiple Google apps, including
the Play Store, in addition to a sleek User Interface
(UI) and captivating graphics to provide a transfor-
mative user experience.

Designed for optimum convenience and seam-
less control, the new Android TV Set-top Box will
offer the ultimate entertainment experience. With
pre-installed apps like YouTube and Netflix, users
will be able to have an immersive big-screen expe-
rience with their favourite entertainment content.
Users will be able to smoothly navigate between
TV and other compatible Android apps to make the

Pakistan’s largest telecommunications and

most of their leisure time.

Commenting on the development, President and
Group CEQO, PTCL & Ufone 4G, Hatem Bamatraf
said: “I am thrilled by the launch of this innovative

QT UL Ty
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Shoq TV Box powered by Android TV in Pakistan
in collaboration with Google. It feels like we're
bringing back an exciting gift from the MWC for

our customers. For the past couple of years, PTCL
Group has steadfastly focused on enhancing the
quality of content and entertainment options for
our valued customers. I hope that with a transfor-
mative blend of television and Android apps, the
new Shoq TV box powered by Android TV will be a
paradigm shift in entertainment for our customers.”

Also sharing her thoughts, Karen Teo, VP An-
droid Partnerships APAC, Google said: “I'd like
to congratulate the PTCL Group on the launch of
Shoq TV Box, which will provide customers in Pa-
kistan with access to the TV apps ecosystem and
elevate their TV viewing and entertainment experi-
ence. Google is happy to be partnering with PTCL
Group to continue driving innovation and growth
of the Android TV platform in Pakistan.”

The new Shoq TV set-top box powered by An-
droid TV will continue to offer more than two hun-
dred television channels with a diverse array of Full
HD channels. The new Set-top box bolsters PTCL
Group’s continued focus on providing high-quality
news and entertainment content in Pakistan. ENDS

PTCIL, PPAF bridge digital gap by
giving smartphones to women under
“Ba-Ikhtiar” program

Syed Atf Raza, Chief Marketing Officer, PTCL & Ufone 4G said at PTCL Group, we passionately
believe thatinnovation is the cornerstone of social progress. Our vision extends beyond providing
connectivity solutions. We actively forge strategic partnerships, like the one with PPAF, NRSP

and UBank, to invest in long-term development

n celebration of International Women’s Day,

PTCL Group joined hands with Pakistan Pover-

ty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) and National Rural
Support Programme (NRSP) to empower 100 wom-
en entrepreneurs in Haripur, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
This initiative is part of the “Ba-Ikhtiar” program, a
year-long endeavor to bridge the digital divide and
equip women with the essential tools and financial
knowledge necessary for building sustainable busi-
nesses. Under “Ba-Ikhtiar”, PTCL Group distrib-
uted smartphones with pre-loaded SIM cards, pro-
vided one-year free data packages and facilitated
the setup of UPaisa mobile wallets in collaboration
with U Microfinance Bank (UBank). In the second
phase, the Group will facilitate digital marketing
and financial trainings to empower participants to
unlock new opportunities online.

Recognizing the critical role technical proficien-
cy plays in entrepreneurial success, the “Ba-Ikhtiar”
program equips women entrepreneurs with the req-
uisite knowledge and skills through comprehen-
sive training sessions in financial management and
digital marketing. Through these training sessions,
PTCL Groups strives to empower women to confi-
dently navigate the digital landscape and promote
their businesses online, leading to an expanded cus-
tomer base.

Speaking about the initiative, Syed Atif Raza,
Chief Marketing Officer, PTCL & Ufone 4G stat-
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ed: “At PTCL Group, we passionately believe that
innovation is the cornerstone of social progress.
Our vision extends beyond providing connectivity
solutions. We actively forge strategic partnerships,
like the one with PPAF, NRSP and UBank, to in-
vest in long-term development. The Ba-Ikhtiar pro-

gram exemplifies this commitment. We are deeply
invested in empowering women entrepreneurs by
equipping them with the tools and resources they
need to thrive. By fostering their success, the Group
contributes directly to Pakistan’s overall social and
economic well-being.”

Emphasizing the need to empower young wom-
en, especially those belonging to marginalized ar-
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eas, CEO of PPAF, Nadir Gul Barech, stated, “em-
bracing digital technology is essential for women to
unlock a world of opportunities and drive their per-
sonal and professional growth. By providing digital
literacy training to aspiring female entrepreneurs in
Haripur, PPAF is playing a crucial role in enhanc-

ing their marketing skills and amplifying businesses
on digital platforms, stimulating a movement to-
wards greater inclusivity and prosperity.”

By implementing these strategic initiatives,
PTCL Group positions itself as a catalyst for pro-
pelling women’s economic empowerment, fos-
tering a more equitable and prosperous future for
Pakistan. m
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Mobilink Bank’s “Change to Sustain”

program drives sustainability with
PKR 2.5 billion

Embedded with its sustainability strategy, fifteen (15) Mobilink Bank branches are slated to
undergo solarization, harnessing solar energy and reducing carbon emissions. Across all
109 nationwide branches, the Bank will also spearhead a large-scale tree plantation drive,
contributing to preserving local ecosystems and biodiversity

obilink Bank, a leader in digital financial
services, launched its sustainability pro-
am, “Change to Sustain,” signaling a
step forward in its journey towards operational trans-
formation and promoting environmental stewardship
within the banking sector. Fueling this initiative is the
strategic allocation of PKR 2.5 billion towards renew-
able energy financing. Embedded with its sustain-
ability strategy, fifteen (15) Mobilink Bank branches
are slated to undergo solarization, harnessing solar
energy and reducing carbon emissions. Across all
109 nationwide branches, the Bank will also spear-
head a large-scale tree plantation drive, contributing
to preserving local ecosystems and biodiversity. These
initiatives underscore Mobilink Bank’s dedication to
driving positive environmental impact while reinforc-
ing its position as a responsible leader in the industry.
VEON is a global digital operator that provides
converged connectivity and digital services to nearly
160 million customers in six dynamic markets that are
home to 7% of world’s population.
The “Change to Sustain” initiative is a concerted
effort to drive sustainability practices by integrating
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) prin-

ciples into the Bank’s operations. The initiative strives
to promote green business practices, advocate for
climate action, raise awareness about sustainability
issues, empower women-led climate resilience solu-
tions, expand access to green financing and encourage
the adoption of renewable energy solutions.

GHANGE 2
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PKR 2.5 billion
to be invested in
green financing

15 Mohilink

Bank branches to
be solarized

All 109 nationwide
branches to lead a
plantation drive
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“At Mobilink Bank, we see the winds of change as
an opportunity to drive positive transformation. The
‘Change to Sustain’ initiative reflects our efforts to
align the Bank with ESG principles for a future where
progress and sustainability go hand in hand,” shared
Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary, Chief Operating Of-
ficer (COO) Mobilink Bank. “Every action we take

is driven by a deep commitment to minimizing our
environmental footprint, empowering unbanked indi-
viduals, catalyzing positive social change and support-
ing the advancement of small businesses nationwide.
Recognizing the pivotal role of microfinance institu-
tions in realizing the UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals, we are steadfast in harnessing our capabilities
and resources to foster eco-friendly financing for indi-
viduals and small-scale businesses, with a particular
focus on those led by women. We believe that sup-
porting small businesses and female entrepreneurs
can yield enduring benefits for both the environment
and society at large,” he added.

Mobilink Bank spearheads green financing by
actively supporting individuals, particularly women,
to address climate challenges while seamlessly incor-
porating sustainability into its operations. Through
impactful initiatives like “Change to Sustain” and the
Women Inspirational Network (WIN) program, the
Bank empowers its borrowers with the necessary tools
and resources to adapt and build resilience against cli-
mate change. The Bank also offers accessible green fi-
nancing solutions, including solar financing, to ensure
that sustainability is attainable for all.

Mobilink Bank and BizB partner to
drive financial inclusion, empowering
women micro-entrepreneurs

Through this partnership, women micro-entrepreneurs under BizB’s W-Empower will not only
have access to a platform for buying and selling preloved apparel but will also enjoy the full
range of features provided by the Dost App, ensuring smooth and convenient transactions

obilink Bank partnered with BizB, a lead-
‘ \ f I ing marketplace in Pakistan, welcoming
the company as a ‘Brand Ambassador
Organization,’ to drive financial inclusion and bol-
ster women micro-entrepreneurs nationwide. This
symbiotic partnership strives to offer easily acces-
sible financial services and support the endeavours
of female entrepreneurs in the growing e-commerce
landscape. Through this partnership, women mi-
cro-entrepreneurs under BizB’s W-Empower will not
only have access to a platform for buying and selling
preloved apparel but will also enjoy the full range of
features provided by the Dost App, ensuring smooth
and convenient transactions. Mobilink Bank is part
of the VEON group, a global digital operator that
provides converged connectivity and digital services
to nearly 160 million customers in six dynamic mar-
kets that are home to 7% of the world’s population.
BizB revolutionizes Pakistan’s fashion industry
with sustainable practices, offering preloved cloth-
ing to empower urban women economically and
environmentally, fostering community and reshap-
ing fashion consumption for a conscious, inclusive
future.
Mobilink Bank, driven by its dedication to ad-
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vancing gender equality, has empowered over 18,000
women through this partnership. Looking ahead, the
Bank is committed to amplifying its impact further,
with plans to support an additional 3,000 new en-
trepreneurs every month in the first quarter of 2024.

812

MabilikBan
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Sharing his thoughts, Atta-ur-Rehman, Chief
Branch Business Officer Mobilink Bank said, “We
atMobilink Bank are proud to support BizB’sW-Em-
power and enable women to become micro-entrepre-
neurs. By providing access to financial services and
promoting digital inclusion through the Dost App,
we are not just facilitating economic empowerment
but also fostering a more inclusive and prosperous
society. Enabling women to take control of their fi-
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nancial futures is not just a goal for us at the Bank;
it’s a commitment to building a more equitable and
sustainable space for all.”

Sehrish Raza, CEO and Founder BizB said, “I
am thrilled to announce our strategic collaboration
with Mobilink Bank. Together, we are not only rev-
olutionizing Pakistan’s fashion industry but also em-
powering women through financial inclusion and
entrepreneurship. This partnership is a testament to
our commitment to a conscious and inclusive fash-
ion future, fostering economic and environmental
sustainability. We look forward to creating a positive
impact and shaping a more equitable society for all.”

Mobilink Bank is resolute in its pursuit of gender
equality, extending inclusive support to women. Be-
yond the provision of formal financial services, the
Bank places a paramount focus on fostering skills
and imparting financial literacy. Through its flag-
ship initiative, the Women Inspirational Network
(WIN), the Bank has empowered and upskilled
5000 women across the nation. In partnership with
like-minded organizations, Mobilink Bank spear-
heads inclusivity efforts, equipping women with the
tools to excel not only in finance but also in other
spheres of economic life.
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new trend has been set in the country as

parents of settled children abroad ap-

proach the marriage bureaus, especial-

ly youngsters, to seek a match for their
children with families already settled in their home
country as do not want to resettle their children in
Pakistan.

For this job, surprisingly the marriage bureaus
demand Rs 5 lakh to Rs 1 million as matrimonial
fees. Hence it has become a very lucrative business.
The bureaus have prepared profiles of the persons
to be married and will send them to the desired
family on WhatsApp and both sides agree they
charge the fee from both parties. This business is
on the rise in Pakistan because people are fed up
with the system of the country and want to have a
luxurious and tension-free life. So for them, well-
off families preferably living abroad are the best
choice.

The main reason is also online matrimonial
fraud across the world as matchmaking service pro-
viders misguided the people. Therefore it is neces-
sary to raise awareness through the ‘Safe Matrimo-
ny’ campaign to help customers protect themselves
from fraudsters on matchmaking platforms. Some
genuine online websites guide users on staying safe
in the digital realm and ensuring safety within the
matchmaking ecosystem. Another aspect of seek-
ing a better life for Pakistanis is to go abroad for a
permanent stay.

Over 860,000 Pakistanis left the country in the
calendar year of 2023 abroad for education and
in search of jobs, according to the recent statistics
published by the Bureau of Emigration and Over-
seas Employment.

The number is the highest since 2015. In 2015,
the number of citizens leaving the county stood at
946,571.

The data reveals that during the specified peri-
od, 385,892 individuals classified as labourers and
196,575 as drivers left the country. The emigrants
also encompassed 8,741 engineers, 7,390 accoun-
tants, 3,486 doctors, and 1,533 teachers.

Breaking down the data by job categories, the
report reveals that among those who left, 22,760
held degrees of high qualifications, and 45,687
were highly skilled. Another 314,932 were classi-
fied as skilled, 86,593 as semi-skilled, and the ma-
jority, 392,653, fell into the unskilled category.

In terms of destination, 426,951 workers left for
Saudi Arabia, 229,894 to the United Arab Emir-
ates, 55,112 to Qatar, and 60,046 chose Oman.
Other notable destinations include Malaysia
(20,905), Bahrain (13,345), Greece (2,914), Roma-
nia (4,947), and Iraq (4,307).

This number is of those who were registered
with the Bureau of Emigration and Overseas
Employment. People leaving directly for jobs and
study abroad opportunities are separate from the
data. This large-scale departure of Pakistanis is
alarming which also indicates the growing frustra-
tion of the nation regarding the future of the coun-
try. The local job market is facing stagnation and
uncertainty forcing people to look for better and
promising job opportunities abroad.

Brain drain has accelerated in Pakistan for the
past year, and this trend is getting upwards with
each passing day as the economic situation is wors-
ening entailing a bleak future for the youth of the
country. In the first half of the last year, more than
832,000 Pakistani youth, including 400,000 high-
ly skilled individuals, migrated to other countries,
contributing to a phenomenon known as the ‘brain
drain.’

This trend has persisted over the past few years,
resulting in a staggering total of 2.75 million young
people leaving Pakistan in the last five years.

Recently, in a dramatic development, similar to
the plot of a famous Bollywood movie, a con wom-
an who tricked over 100 Pakistani men has been
arrested.

The incident was reported from Khushab, a
town located in the Sargodha Division, in Punjab,
where a woman named Nasreen, alias Madhuri,
was detained for fraud as she tricked scores of men
in the last decade.
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Uncertainty, frauds
prodding Pakistanis to
look for future abroad

Fraudin
- Pakistar

The bureaus have prepared profiles of the person to be married

and will send them to the desired family on WhatsApp if both
sides agree then they charge the fee from both parties. This
business is on the rise in Pakistan because people are fed up
with the system of the country and want to have a luxurious

and tension-free life

Police conducted the raid to apprehend Nasreen
after receiving a tip-off that the woman was about
to cheat another man. Cops rushed to the wedding
venue and held Nasreen and members of her gang
who were involved in the fraudulent activities.

After the detention of fraudulent gang mem-
bers, cops revealed their operating style as they

Over 860,000 Pakistanis left
the country in the calendar
year of 2023 abroad for
education and in search of
jobs, according to the recent
statistics published by the
Bureau of Emigration and
Overseas Kmployment

used to involve luring men into marriage and
then exploiting them. During the interrogation, it
was revealed that Nasreen and the party targeted
around a hundred men who had fallen prey to her
tactics in the last eight years. Cops also recovered
stolen items from the gang members.

In light of startling revelations, police uncov-
ered the people of this criminal network.

Meanwhile, investigators are now formulat-
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ing a list of victims who were deceived and faced
financial scams. The recent incident shared a re-
semblance to the plot of the Indian movie “Dolly
kiDoli”*, in which a bride ran away with cash and
jewelry.

In India, a 45-year-old man was arrested in
Bengaluru for duping over 250 women he met on
matrimonial sites and social media. Identified as
NareshPujariGoswami, the accused, originally
from Rajasthan, created fake profiles posing as a
customs official or software engineer to deceive his
victims.

Operating under the guise of these professions,
Goswami invited women to Bengaluru for mar-
riage discussions. Upon their arrival, he would
feign urgent office work, sending a supposed rel-
ative to meet them. Discreetly switching phones,
he’d impersonate this relative and solicit money
from the victims under pretenses, promising to re-
turn shortly. Eventually, he would vanish, leaving
the victims stranded and their families swindled.

The Bengaluru railway police initiated investi-
gations following a complaint from a Coimbatore
victim. Targeting widows and divorced women,
Goswami exploited their trust by engaging in late-
night conversations before inviting them to the city.
The police have arrested him under IPC sections
419 and 420 for cheating, having recorded state-
ments from 16 victims and anticipating more com-
plaints as news of the scam spreads. m
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Solar home solution
systems to be provided
to masses on easy
installments

The solar market in Pakistan is still in its initial stages to
factor the price of solar panels to a level where people cannot
financially afford to buy them. To address this issue and
make the cost of installation of solar units within the financial
capacity of the common man, the government can play a basic
role by offering subsidized solar panels and implementing

easy installment plans

he first female Chief Minister of Punjab
Maryam Nawaz Sharif, the trailblazing,
has embarked on a historic journey to re-
define energy accessibility for the masses.
With her recent electoral triumph and resounding
support from the Punjab Assembly, Maryam Nawaz
is committed to uplifting the lives of ordinary citi-
zens, particularly those houses using up to 300 units
of electricity. In a groundbreaking initiative, she has
unveiled a visionary plan to provide solar panels on
an installment basis to these underdog consumers,
promising a sustainable and affordable solution to
their energy needs. To announce such initiatives is
a great step but it is too difficult to implement as the
government is already under the sword of the IMF.
As such, subsidies to the users of up to 300 power
units, will be a bold decision not to let the donor
agency feel its conditionalities have been not hon-
oured.
Presently, the solar market in Pakistan is still in
its initial stages leading the price of solar panels to a
level where people cannot financially afford to buy
them. To address this issue and make the cost of in-
stallation of solar units within the financial capacity
of the common man, the government can play a ba-
sic role by offering subsidized solar panels and im-
plementing easy installment plans. By making solar
energy more affordable and accessible, the barriers
to widespread adoption can be significantly reduced.
Maryam Nawaz Sharif is quite familiar with
the reforms that our economy requires to promote
business and facilitate businessmen and small and
medium enterprises. She said in her preliminary
address: “I desire to make Punjab an economic hub
by empowering businessmen and we will provide a
one-window solution for establishing and running
businesses”.
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She said the government’s primary responsibility
was to frame policies, incentivise businessmen, and
remove bureaucratic hurdles. “The businesses being
run by the provincial government should be convert-
ed into a public-private partnership,” she noted.

“We will facilitate the business community so
that they can attract investment in the province,” she
added.

On the other hand, Pakistan’s ambitious renew-
able energy plans need close attention to address
the system’s constraints to reduce the volume of un-
served energy on the one

ECONOMY
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under the utility’s Power Acquisition Programme
(PAP).

She maintained that these programmes are in
alignment with national targets under the Indica-
tive Generation Capacity Expansion Plan (IGCEP)
and entail a long-term, optimal cost strategy plan
for the expansive growth of power generation with-
in a set of prevailing policies and technical and so-
cio-economic considerations.

She said: “In the next seven years, we aim to
reduce our reliance on imported fuels to 51% while
increasing our dependence on green sources to
49%. We must look at our approach in a holistic
manner because our priority is to maintain energy
security for our customers. We’ve seen that climate
change is impacting countries which were previous-
ly relying heavily on renewable energy, making it
difficult to maintain grid stability.”

She said cities like Karachi also present a unique
case study, where we see power demands peak-
ing twice in a 24-hour period, which requires a
case-specific approach.

DrIrfan Ahmed, Energy Consultant, was of the
view that renewable energy projects are front-load-
ed and require upfront heavy investments.

He said that to deal with this issue Pakistan
needed to be ‘self-reliant’ to eventually go for local
manufacturing as the country has foreign exchange
constraints.

He maintained that Pakistan’s electrical net-
work is ‘bumpy’ and this leads to frequent damage
to electrical plants and revenue loss, therefore, it is
of paramount importance that we can repair the
non-operational plants locally and produce spare
parts for their sustainable operations otherwise we
would continue to face these problems.

Dr Khalid Waleed, SDPI Research Fellow said
that the country’s transition to renewable energy
should be gradual and orderly so that it would not
create more problems for the energy ecosystem. He
emphasisedthe need to create a conducive environ-
ment and explore distribution generation models
so that the balance between load and generation
centres might be bridged effectively. This requires
national dialogues to shore up investor confidence
in transmission and distribution projects, he added.

FozanWaheed, a Renewable Energy Expert,
spoke about how sudden curtailments in wind pow-
er projects jeopardize the grid and make it prone to
blackouts. Citing international examples, he men-
tioned that China invests up to USD 75 billion in
their grid to ensure long-term energy security as
well.

He further said the sustainability and success
of Pakistan’s energy sector rests in its ability to
learn from the best practices of leaders in the ener-
gy space, introspect on the available resources and
knowledge pool, and prepare a forward-looking
strategy that incorporates these elements to address
the country’s specific needs.

Abubakar Ismail, Head

hand and accommodate Cl’llef Minister Marya;m Nawaz is of Energy & Sustainabili-

the intermittency of renew-
able energy on the other.

This was the consensus (f opclinary citizens, particularly

that evolved at a webinar

titled, ‘Emerging trends in  those houses using up to 300
units of electricity

Pakistan’s renewable energy
sector: charting the agen-

ty, Amreli Steels Limited,

committed to uplifting the lives remarked that more and

more industries are em-
bracing solar power with
increasing interest in wind
and biomass energy sourc-
es as well, however, the cur-

da for 2030 and beyond’,
which was organized by the Sustainable Develop-
ment Policy Institute.

Highlighting the current challenges faced by the
power sector and the difficult track it needs to pass
through to achieve a stable and sustainable energy
ecosystem, speakers said that the addition of renew-
able energy is non-negotiable in today’s climate and
it could work effectively only with the moderniza-
tion of the grid.

Sadia Dada, Chief Marketing and Communi-
cations Officer at K-Electric, shared an overview
of KE’s Investment Plan which had already been
submitted to the regulator, and outlines the compa-
ny’s plans to expand the utility’s transmission and
distribution capacity to take on approximately 1200
MW of renewable energy by FY 2030 as envisaged
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rent economic conditions
pose significant challenges to investment across all
sectors, including renewable energy.

He said that to foster growth and development
in the renewable energy sector, economic and polit-
ical stability is imperative. He maintained that open
access policies and the implementation of a Com-
petitive Trading Bilateral Contract Market (CTB-
CM) are crucial steps towards enhancing energy
adoption in Pakistan and these measures would
promote competition, efficiency, and transparency
in the energy market, ultimately benefiting consum-
ers and producers.

The session was concluded on a vote of thanks
to all the participants by UbaidurRehman Zia, the
moderator of the session and Senior Research Asso-
ciate & Head of the Energy Unit at SDPL =
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Nepra braced to
enormously hike
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The Ministry of Power Division has decided to increase the
security fee on the basis of bills of three months but demand
notices will be issued after the hearing in Nepra with increased
fee. Senate concerned authorities for an explanation regarding
the increase in the security fee of electricity meters

n a move that could further strain household

budgets across Pakistan, the government is re-

portedly considering a significant increase in

the security fee for new power connections.
This proposal has come on the heels of recent tar-
iff hikes that have already put financial pressure on
consumers.

The National Electric Power Regulatory Author-
ity (NEPRA) has decided to increase the security fee
for electricity connections.

According to the details, electricity distribution
companies had filed an application before Nepra,
urging the body to increase the electricity connec-
tion security fee for new domestic consumers from
Rs1220 to Rs18,000.

Officials stated that consumers with a load of less
than 10kw will have to pay Rs20,000 per kw and for
connection on a single-phase meter, consumers will
have to pay up to Rs24,000.

However, a request has been made to increase the
security fee from Rs610 to Rs7,800 per kilowatt in
rural areas while consumers with more than 10 mar-
la land will have to pay one percent of the property
rate.

Nepra further said that it has been decided to in-
crease security for industrial, street lights and hous-
ing societies as well, under which the fee for com-
mercial and small industries has been requested to be
increased to Rs 57,000 per kilowatt from 2010.

The Ministry of Power Division has decided to
increase the security on the basis of three months
bills but demand notices will be issued after the hear-
ing in Nepra with increased security fee.

It should be noted that earlier the connection fee
was increased in July 2023.

The government’s proposal to increase securi-
ty fees for electricity connections is positioned as a
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strategy to encourage responsible consumption and
manage the power sector’s financial health. However,
this comes against a backdrop of rising energy costs,
with NEPRA recently announcing a significant in-
crease in electricity tariffs. These moves are part of
a broader effort to offset rising fuel costs in power
generation, but they also raise questions about the
balance between fiscal responsibility and consumer
welfare.

This proposed hike in security
fees underscores the challeng-
es facing Pakistan’s power
sector and the need to expand
the consumer base while man-
aging financial sustainability

This proposed hike in security fees underscores
the challenges facing Pakistan’s power sector and the
need to expand the consumer base while managing
these new fees, the reaction from consumers and in-
dustry stakeholders will likely shape the future of the
country’s energy policy and its impact on ordinary
citizens.

Senator Kamil Ali Agha asked concerned au-
thorities for an explanation regarding the increase in
the security fee of electricity meters from Rs.1100 to
Rs.22000.

During the Senate session, presided over by Dep-
uty Chairman Mirza Muhammad Afiidi, he called
the increase to Rs 22,000 extremely oppressive.

Agha demanded an explanation from the author-
ities concerned as to who permitted them to increase
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the fee, saying that it was the meter that the consum-
er had purchased himself.

On the other hand, a four-member independent
inquiry committee confirmed the allegations of over-
charging by the power regulators against all the dis-
tribution companies (Discos) across the country but
absolved them of ‘deliberate and mala fide’ fleecing
and partially shifted the blame onto the decisions
then taken by the PDM-led coalition government.

In a 37-page report, the committee led by former
federal secretary Irfan Ali also blamed the Nation-
al Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) for
jumping the gun with hasty publication of such ‘ex-
treme allegations’ while simultaneously commend-
ing the regulator’s ‘intent and direction’ saying such
questions should have been raised much earlier.

The committee interviewed all the stakeholders
including key players in all Discos, Nepra and tech-
nical resources like Power Information Technology
Company (PITC) and Power Planning & Monitor-
ing Company (PPMC) for data collection, examina-
tion and collation.

The committee was constituted by the Power
Division on the instructions of the Prime Minister’s
Office after an investigation by Nepra found massive
billing malpractices by all Discos including K-Elec-
tric as consumers across the country raised hue and
cry over excessive bills in July and August 2023 and
turned to streets in protest.

Nepra had concluded that Discos were “charging
excessive bills/detection bills to the consumers by
adopting illegal and unlawful practices, therefore,
prima facie, violated the Nepra Act, Consumer Ser-
vice Manual (CSM), Terms & Conditions of Tariff
and other applicable documents, etc”.

The committee consented with the basic asser-
tion of Nepra that meter reading has to be based
on the transparency of reading within a stipulated
period and that this accuracy is achieved only when
accurate snapshots with reading date are ensured
and printed on the electricity bill. “Such is the design
of the billing system that any lack of accuracy and
delayed reading can and does result in a change of
slab or status of the consumers who suffer pecuniary
loss,” said the inquiry committee and did not accept
the Discos claim that number of affected consumers
was not huge. “People are not numbers. All Discos
need to address this issue on an immediate basis.”

The investigation team did not agree with
Nepra's allegation of deliberate overbilling based on
malpractices and mala fide but said, “clearly it was
inefficiency which should be addressed on priority”.

All the members of the committee attributed this
to extreme weather conditions, general holidays, bi-
furcation of sub-divisions, shortage of meter read-
ing staff, transportation and up-to-date mobile sets
which seemed to have been “ignored” by Nepra.

——

It asserted that the combined financial gain to
all Discos in the said two months was just Rs1.95bn
(about 0.22pc) of a Rs902bn billing which meant that
the financial imprint of deliberate fraud should have
been much larger. It said the reading staff was 31
percent short of sanctioned strength as only 10,728
meter-readers were working in all the Discos against
a sanctioned strength of 15,547, leaving about 4,920
positions vacant.

At the same time, the committee also confirmed
that despite an anti-theft and anti-corruption cam-
paign of the power ministry over the past many
months throughout the country “electricity theft
through sophisticated and unsophisticated means
exists in varying quantities in Discos”. m
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hief of Army Staff (COAS) General

Syed Asim Munir has lauded Assistant

Superintendent of Police (ASP) Syeda

Shehrbano Naqvi for her selfless devo-
tion to duty and professionalism in defusing a vol-
atile situation.

The fearless police officer, who called on the
Army Chief at the General Headquarters, had
saved a woman from the difficult milieu of Ichra
Bazaar in Lahore recently, ISPR news release
said.

The COAS acknowledged the vital role Pa-
kistani women are playing in all walks of life.
“Since independence, Pakistani women have been
distinguished at home and abroad by their talent,
tenacity and commitment,” he said.

The COAS highlighted that women were an
invaluable part of Pakistan’s society and their re-
spect was enshrined “in our religion as well as our
social ethos”.

He also underscored the importance of social
harmony and the need for nationwide consensus
on curbing intolerance. He emphasized the rule of
law and advised against taking the law into hands
when legal avenues were available for addressing
concerns and grievances.

Noting that arbitrary actions on heresy under-
mine the outlook of society, the COAS underlined
Islam’s eternal message of kindness and benevo-
lence.

He appreciated the sacrifices rendered by law
enforcement agencies to ensure the safety and se-
curity of the citizens.

It is pertinent to mention that the Gulberg
Circle Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP)
Shehrbano Naqvi, who saved a young woman
wearing a dress with Arabic calligraphy printed
on it from a mob attack in Lahore said, the inci-
dent took place due to “mere confusion and mis-
communication.”

A day earlier, a charged mob had gathered out-
side a shop in Lahore’s crowded Ichhra Bazaar
after someone alleged that a woman’s shirt had
Quranic verses printed on it.

As per eyewitnesses, most of the people in
the mob were either customers, visitors or pass-
ersby, while the garment traders who rescued the
woman were aware of the calligraphy print being
available in the market. But despite the traders’
explanation, some charged zealots insisted on a
“blasphemy” charge.

A video clip on social media showed the girl
hiding in a shop and shivering with fear.

Realisingthe sensitivity of the issue, some po-
lice officials present at the site called in their high-
er-ups. Subsequently, a police team led by ASP
Shehrbano engaged the crowd, took the woman
into protective custody and shifted her to the po-
lice station amid tight security.

In a video shared by the Punjab police on X,
the ASP is rescuing the woman from the bazaar
while a mob hurled abuses in the background.
Another showed her addressing the mob, urging
them to trust the police while convincing them no
blasphemous act had been committed.

Speaking to the media, ASP Shehrbano pro-
vided details on how the incident unfolded.

“At 1:30 pm, we received a call that a blas-
phemous act took place near Pakistan Chowk in
the jurisdiction of Ichhra,” she said. “The caller
chose to stay anonymous and just mentioned that
a woman was wearing a dress with calligraphy
that, God forbid, seemed to be Quranic verses.”

Upon arriving at the scene, a charged mob had
gathered around the shop where the woman was,
she said. “There, it emerged that the woman was
very scared and the mob was religiously charged,”
she said.

The ASP highlighted that the area was very
crowded and congested, which prevented the po-
lice from taking their vehicles inside.

She further highlighted that the shop opposite
the one where the woman was supposedly being
kept safe had a burning stove, adding that police
feared the shop could be set ablaze if the people
mobilised.
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The COAS acknowledged the vital role Pakistani women are
playing in all walks of life. Since independence, Pakistani
women have been distinguished at home and abroad by their
talent, tenacity and commitment, he said

“At that time, our survival instinct kicked in
that we need to get the woman out of here. We
arranged a burqga, covered her face and told peo-
ple not to take the law into their hands,” she said,
adding that the mob was informed about the
concept of verification in Islam and assured that
prompt action would be taken if a blasphemous
incident had taken place.

The fearless police officer, who
called on the Army Chief at the
General Headquarters, had
saved a woman from the
difficult milieu of Ichhra
Bazaar in L.ahore

ASP Shehrbano recalled that the most difficult
stage during the operation was moving the wom-
an from the shop to the police vehicle.

In response to a question, the police official
refused to reveal the woman's identity. She further
stated that the calligraphy on the woman’s clothes
did not bear Quranic verses.

“The word written [on the clothes] is doing the
rounds on social media [...] the meaning of the
word is literally sincerity, love, goodness, life, hu-
manity,” she said, adding that the dress belonged
to a brand based in a foreign Muslim country.
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To another question, ASP Shehrbano said the
entire incident began when a man in the locality
went up to the woman — who was in the shop
along with her husband — and told her to change
her clothes. “The woman asked why should she
change and during that heated argument, consid-
ering it a religious matter, people started gather-
ing.
“So the situation unfolded because of mere
confusion, miscommunication, lack of verifica-
tion and playing on mob psychology,” the official
said.

She further said that a video which emerged
later, that showed the woman apologising along-
side religious scholars, was filmed with “consent”.

“As a police officer, our major concern was
that the sanctity, respect and life of that woman
should remain safe. Second was that we should
not take the law into our hands and there should
be due course of justice,” the ASP stressed.

She further stated that some situations called
for “long-term thinking” and that the police had
to think about the woman'’s long-term safety.

“Therefore, that video and the coming togeth-
er of all stakeholders and saying that the incident
took place because of confusion was very import-
ant so that the life of a victim is protected,” ASP
Shehrbano explained.

She added that this case should become an ex-
ample for everyone that action is always preceded
by an investigation. m
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Govt seeks TOA,
PMPMA help in_

crackdown ¢
on smuggled
handsets

At last, the government has realized the fact that
elimination of the menace of mobile phone
smuggling in the country is not possible without
the help and cooperation of stakeholders. The
Prime Minister of Pakistan has constituted a
committee on mobile phone smuggling headed by
the DG of Reforms and Automation in the
Customs Department. The committee has decided
to include representatives from the Telecom
Operators Association (TOA) and the Pakistan
Mobile Phone Manufacturers Association
(PMPMA) to deal with the 1ssue effectively. The
committee wrote a letter to Chairman TOA Aamir
Ibrahim and Senior Vice-Chairman PMPMA
Muzzaffar Piracha to get the names of the
representatives on their behalf so that the
crackdown against the smuggling of handsets is
held in an effective way to get the desired results.
Both organizations have immense potential to play
their role in curbing handset smuggling while they
are also aware of the methods used to activate the :
handsets in the market 1

Mobile smuggling is carried out in an organized L
manner by unscrupulous elements with the =
connivance and active support of various officials.
Methods used to make the smuggled phones
usable in Pakistan include replacing the IMEI of
new smuggled and expensive mobile phones with
patching or cloning of mobile phones with
dilapidated and cheaper ones. Estimated the
smuggling of mobile phones has caused a loss of
$1.1 billion to the national exchequer annually.

((c )) TELECOM
A OPERATORS
ASSOCIATION

€ v Optel o Wtesis uionegg
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s the pressure grows to eliminate the men-

ace of smuggling of mobile phones in the

country, the new government is set to de-

vise mechanisms in this regard with the
help of private sector stakeholders.

Former premier Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar took the
first step to this end by establishing a committee on
February 12, 2024, to check mobile phone smuggling.
The committee is headed by the DG of Reforms and
Automation in the Customs Department.

The Customs Department has asked the Telecom
Operators Association (TOA) and Pakistan Mobile

T Phone  Manufacturers
Association (PMPMA)
to nominate each mem-
ber for the committee so
that the smuggling of mo-
bile phones can be curbed
-} in the country. Both bod-
_ = ies have been requested
WIS e S E i Ve to nominate a member
CEO Gg&; Mobiles China to _]0111 the committee’s
ongkong -
ranks, aiming to bar the
flow of illegal mobile phones into the country. The
letter to TOA has been addressed to Aamir Ibrahim,
Chairman of the Association which represents all the
telecoms and internet service providers in the country.
The letter to the PMPMA is addressed to its senior
vice chairman Muzzaffar Piracha. The local mobile
makers too had been critical of the rising smuggling
of mobile phone sets in the country and the abuse of
technology bypassing the Device Identification, Reg-
istration, and Blocking System (DIRBS) introduced
by the PTA.

Responding to a query Mr Piracha said that every
sector sets its business targets and smuggling shakes
that confidence as a result the confidence of mobile
assemblers also begins to dwindle.

S

Aamir Ibrahim
Chairman TOA

“With constant business plans, we all will be in a
better position to negotiate with international partners
for joint ventures and enhancing the production base
as well as launching new models in Pakistan,” he add-
ed. He said around 34 local companies are assembling
mobile phones in the country and with the grow-
ing demand, almost all are planning for expansion.
The Terms of Reference (TORs) of the anti-mobile
phone smuggling committee included an assess-
ment of the quantum of mobile phone smuggling
into the country and its revenue impact along with
effects, bypassing regulation regime through patch-
ing/cloning of mobile.

The committee will analyze the efficacy of counter-
measures undertaken by FBR to curb smuggling and
the control mechanism against unauthorized modifi-
cations in mobile phones through DIRIBS. There was
a serious concern by the private sector and many com-
plaints were received by the telecom sector regulator
regarding the cloning of their IEME numbers. A large
number of complaints were also forwarded to the tele-
com companies that they had received messages for
the registration of their mobile sets.

As such, the committee will identify discrepancies
and loopholes in existing control and coordination
mechanisms between various government entities. It
will also suggest a comprehensive policy legal techno-
logical as well as administrator measures to control
and curb the smuggling and ensure compliance with
the regulatory regime in the country through effective
coordination amongst government entities. The com-
mittee would recommend concrete measures against
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operators of illegal cloning and patching programmes.
The committee includes officials from the Cus-
toms Department, Pakistan Telecommunication Au-

& Government of Pakistan g
“ Directorate General of Reforms & Antomation-Customs X
U, A Federal Bourd of Revenue (HQ) S
Istamabad
Ahhd e
Dated: [/ 372024

F. No RS04 Comesp/2023-24 | 783

L Mr. Asmir Hufeex Ibrahim,
Chairman Teleoom Operators Associstion.
4" Floor, Marina Heights, Jinnsh Avenue, Blue Arca,

Islamabad
Email: jifoamporgpk
Cally DIO0 441313

S Mr. Muzzaffar H. Piracha,

Senbor Vice-Chainman,

Pakiszan Mobile Phone Manuficturers Association,
Second Floor, West-End Plaza,

72-The Mall Road,

Lahore

Cell: D33 14369750

Subject: NE
The undersigned is directed to refer to the subject cited above and w stae that the
Hen'ble Prime Minister of Pakistan has constinsted 1 Committee on Mobile Phone Smuggling vide
notification Mo, F,1(22JE&C/2023 daied 17* February, 2024(copy enclosed). The Charman of the
thon 10 assist the

ive from your
in light of the TORs provided therein. Schadule of the

Committee has desired 10 co=opt a
C itiee 1o suitably discharge its functi

meetings will be fcated sub ly w the d persons.
2. eaping in view the urgency of the matter, it is requested to nominate a suitable person
for the subject task, at the earfiest.
Engls: As above 13|24
(Muhammad Ibrahim)
Dy, Director (HOs)
email: aamirnaveedakoam Gemail.com
Cell/'Whatsapp: 03249911487
Image of Letter

thority (PTA), Pakistan Single Window, FBR, Minis-
try of I'T and Telecom, Ministry of Industries, and the
Cyber Crime Wing of FIA.

Through collaborative efforts and proactive mea-
sures, the committee aims to safeguard national
interests, mitigate revenue losses, and fortify regu-
latory frameworks to stem the tide of mobile phone
smuggling in Pakistan. The law enforcement agencies
identified a huge number of mobile phones frequently
being smuggled to Pakistan through Dubai and other
countries, causing losses worth billions of rupees to

Mian Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
Prime Minister of Pakistan

the national kitty. These smuggled smartphones are
being approved through cheaper and illegal meth-
ods such as CPID (consumer product identification)
IMEI repair and patch approvals. As a result, the
government of Pakistan has shortlisted hundreds of
smugglers and shops that patch smartphones through
these methods.

Mr Piracha said that every
sector sets its business targets
and smuggling shakes that
confidence as a result the
confidence of mobile
assemblers also begins to
dwindle

While this does not signal the absolute end of
CPID or patch approvals in Pakistan, PTA and the
government will most likely widen their crackdown
scale in the future to curb illegal approvals of smug-
gled devices, especially after shortlisting the perpetra-
tors of this nefarious practice.

Demand for cellular phones has increased up to 36
million which will be met through different means in-
cluding 21.94 million local manufacturing, 1.53 mil-
lion imports, and 12.53 million through smuggling.
It may be mentioned that factors including increases
in import taxes and price hikes due to unprecedented
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appreciation of the greenback have contributed to-
ward the smuggling of expensive phones.

Here it is also pertinent to mention that the Tele-
com Operators Association(TOA) expressed grave
concerns over blocking social media platforms that
have adversely affected the populace of Pakistan.

The Association pointed to the negative impact of
such disruptions on Pakistan’s global image at a time
when the government aspires to position the nation
as a prominent ICT hub. In the letter, Secretary Gen-
eral Kamal Ahmed highlighted the immense incon-
venience experienced by citizens due to the abrupt
blockage of social media
platforms. He pointed out
that the flood of inquiries
inundating the helplines
of telecom operators left
them unable to provide
satisfactory answers, re-
sulting in an escalation
in consumer outcry and
dissatisfaction.

In the letter, the Asso-
ciation underscored the vital role of digital connec-
tivity in people’s lives, business continuity, national
productivity, and the overall perception of the coun-
try on the global stage. Expressing concerns about the
detrimental effects of such actions, the Association
urged the PTA to conduct a thorough investigation
and issue a detailed statement clarifying the incidents
and ensuring that measures would be taken to pre-
vent such occurrences in the future.

Another committee established by mobile phone
manufacturers is optimistic about the government’s
will to rectify key shortcomings in the taxation sys-
tem. The manufacturers say the system currently al-
lows imports of finished products at zero rate while
imposing heavy taxes on raw materials.

AAMIR ALLAWALA
CEO Transsion Tecno Electronics

Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi
Federal Minister for Interior

The Pakistan Mobile Phone Manufacturers Asso-
ciation (PMPMA) has penned a letter to the Engi-
neering Development Board (EDB), highlighting that
the current taxation regime is impeding the assembly
of mobile phone accessories in the country. The As-
sociation advocated for a cascading tariff structure
for mobile phone accessories.

An official of the Association said the existing
taxation system has deterred the establishment of
assembly plants for mobile accessories domestical-
ly. However, with new decision-makers expected to
assume office soon, the matter will hopefully be ad-
dressed.

Presently, the import of key mobile phone acces-
sories such as chargers, batteries, cables, and packag-
ing is zero-rated. However, local assembly of these
accessories becomes over 50 percent costlier com-
pared to imports due to a 20 percent customs duty on
raw materials, along with 18 percent sales tax and 5.5
percent income tax at the import stage.

Presently, over 30 local mobile phone assemblers
produce around 2.5 million sets per month, trans-
lating to a demand for up to 30 million chargers an-
nually. Market estimates suggest that between 50-60
million mobile phone chargers are sold, with a sim-
ilar demand for cables, totaling the local demand to
around 100 million sets.

Muzafar Piracha, Senior Vice Chairman of PMP-
MA, emphasized the significant business potential in
the sale of chargers and cables, highlighting the need
for substantial investments to meet the annual de-
mand of 100 million chargers. m
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Private Network (VPN) services

have emerged as essential tools for mod-

ern businesses in recent years, doubly

so since helping save the day for many

of them amid the pandemic-fuelled, pell-mell rush

to remote work in 2020. By creating an encrypted

tunnel for corporate data travelling between com-

pany networks and employee devices, VPNs help

secure sensitive information without compromising

employee productivity or crippling companies’ mis-

sion-critical operations. As many organizations have

since settled into a hybrid workplace model that mix-

es in-office and on-the-go work, remote access VPNs

have remained a staple in their network connectivity
and security toolkits.

On the other hand, VPNs have also come under
increasing scrutiny due to a surge in security vulnera-
bilities and exploits targetting them, sometimes even
before patches are rolled out. Since VPNs potentially
represent the keys to the corporate kingdom, their
appeal to nation-state actors and cybercriminals
alike is undeniable. Adversaries are dedicating sub-
stantial resources to scouring for weak points in cor-
porate software stacks, which exerts further pressure
on organisations and underscores the importance of
robust risk mitigation practices.

In an era where the mass exploitation of secu-
rity loopholes, large-scale supply-chain attacks, and
other breaches of corporate defenses are increasing-
ly common, concerns are mounting not only about
the ability of VPN to help safeguard corporate data
against bad actors but also about this software itself
being yet another source of cyber-risk.

This begs the question: could business VPNs be
a liability that increases your organization’s attack
surface?

Keys to the kingdom

A VPN routes the user’s traffic through an en-
crypted tunnel that safeguards the data against pry-
ing eyes. The main raison d’etre of a business VPN is
to create a private connection over a public network,
or the internet. In so doing, it gives a geographically
dispersed workforce access to internal networks as
if they were sitting at their office desks, essentially
making their devices part of the corporate network.

But just like a tunnel can collapse or have leaks,
so can a vulnerable VPN appliance face all threats.
Out-of-date software is often a reason many organ-
isations fall victim to an attack. Exploitation of a
VPN vulnerability can enable hackers to steal cre-
dentials, hijack encrypted traffic sessions, remotely
execute arbitrary code, and give them access to sen-
sitive corporate data. This VPN Vulnerability Report
2023 provides a handy overview of VPN vulnerabil-
ities reported in recent years.

By creating an encrypted
tunnel for corporate data
travelling between company
networks and employee devic-
es, VPNs help secure sensitive
information without compro-
mising employee productivity
or crippling companies’
mission-critical operations

Indeed, just like any other software, VPNs require
maintenance and security updates to patch vulner-
abilities. Businesses seem to be having a hard time
keeping up with VPN updates, however, because
VPN often have no planned downtimes and are in-
stead expected to be up and running at all times.

Ransomware groups are known to target vulner-
able VPN servers often, and by gaining access at least
once, they can move around a network to do whatev-
er they please, such as encrypting and holding data
for ransom, exfiltrating it, conducting espionage,
and more. In other words, successfully exploiting a
vulnerability paves the way for additional malicious
access, potentially leading to a widespread compro-
mise of the corporate network.

Cautionary tales abound
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Vulnerabilities in
business VPNs under
the spotlight
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In an era where the mass exploitation of security loopholes,
large-scale supply-chain attacks, and other breaches of
corporate defenses are increasingly common, concerns are
mounting not only about the ability of VPNs to help safeguard
corporate data against bad actors but also about this software
1tself being yet another source of cyber-risk

Recently, Global Affairs Canada has begun an
investigation into a data breach caused by a com-
promise of its VPN solution of choice, which had
been ongoing for at least a month. Allegedly, hackers
gained access to an undisclosed number of employee
emails and various servers that their laptops had con-
nected to from December 20th, 2023, until January
24th, 2024. Needless to say, data breaches come with
immense costs — $4.45 million on average, according
to IBM’s Cost of a Data Breach 2023 report.

Another worry is design flaws that aren’t limit-
ed to any given VPN service. For example, Tunnel-
Crack vulnerabilities, unearthed by researchers re-
cently and affecting many corporate and consumer
VPNs, could enable attackers to trick victims into
sending their traffic outside the protected VPN tun-
nel, snooping on their data transmissions.

Critical security updates are required to plug these
kinds of security loopholes, so staying on top of them
isa must. m
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Mot supported

16MP | 32MP | 13MP

In-Display f,(es (Under Display) Yes

5000MAh 33W | 5000mAh 33W | s000man 28w

Not supported | Mot supported | Mot supported
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Babar Azam continues partnership
with vivo for upcoming launch of V30
oG Smartphone

Muhammad Zohair Chohan, Director Brand Strategy at vivo Pakistan said we are excited
to partner with the world’s number | batsman Babar Azam for the launch of vivo V30 5G
smartphone. His association with vivo reflects our dedication to innovation and excellence in
smartphone technology, enhancing trust among our customers

ivo, a globally recognized technology brand,

officially announced the continuation of

its partnership with Babar Azam as the brand

ambassador for its much-awaited vivo V30 5G
smartphone.

Babar Azam expressed his excitement about the
partnership, stating, “ I am delighted to once again
collaborate with vivo for its upcoming V30 5G smart-
phone. vivo always impresses me with its ground-
breaking smartphone innovations, continually rais-
ing the bar and redefining industry standards. Their
unwavering commitment to pushing technological
boundaries is truly remarkable.”

Commenting on this partnership, Muhammad
Zohair Chohan, Director Brand Strategy at vivo Paki-
stan said: “We are excited to partner with the world’s
number 1 batsman — Babar Azam for the launch of
vivo V30 5G smartphone. His association with vivo
reflects our dedication to innovation and excellence in
smartphone technology, enhancing trust among our
customers. The upcoming V30 5G represents an evo-
lution of this commitment, with an upgraded Aura
Light Portrait feature that equips users with a power-
ful tool for capturing stunning portraits, even in chal-

lenging low-light conditions. I.ooking ahead, vivo will
continue to evolve, delivering innovative products that
meet and exceed our users’ needs.”

Vivo V30 G

Delight in Every Portrait

lg/m‘tcfo

Coming Soon

With vivo V30 5G, users will be able to experience
a revolution in smartphone photography. Building
on the stellar Smart Color Temperature Adjustment
function of V29 5G, which masterfully blends hu-
man and environmental colors, V30 5G is set to

raise the bar even higher.
The countdown begins for the launch of V30
5G. This game-changer is set to revolutionize user

experiences with its blend of elegance and ad-
vanced camera capabilities.As anticipation reaches
fever pitch, mark your calendars for March 19, 2024.
Get ready to witness vivo redefine the smartphone
landscape once again. m

A comprehensive review of the
vivo V30 5G: Unveiling the ultimate

smartphone experience

One of the most striking aspects of the vivo V30 5G is its exceptional camera capabilities. The
device boasts an array of innovative features that set it apart from its competitors. The Aura
Light Portrait technology elevates portrait photography to new heights, offering users a level of

versatility and sophistication previously unseen in this price range

n an era where smartphones are constant-
ly evolving to meet the demands of modern
users, the vivo V30 5G emerges as a stand-
out contender, promising to redefine the
smartphone experience. As avid enthusiasts of
cutting-edge technology, we at ProPakistani were
thrilled to get our hands on the V30 5G and put
it through its paces. Here, we share our compre-
hensive review, highlighting the device’s standout
features and our firsthand experience with it.

One of the most striking aspects of the vivo
V30 5G is its exceptional camera capabilities. The
device boasts an array of innovative features that
set it apart from its competitors. The Aura Light
Portrait technology elevates portrait photography
to new heights, offering users a level of versatility
and sophistication previously unseen in this price
range.

Additionally, vivo has set a new standard with
the inclusion of a 50 MP Wide-Angle Camera,
allowing users to capture breathtaking landscapes
and group shots with remarkable clarity and detail.

Furthermore, the 5S0MP AF Group Selfie cam-
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era ensures that even self-portraits are nothing short
of stunning. Our testing revealed that the V30 5G
truly excels in the realm of photography, delivering
images that are vibrant, sharp, and true to life.

Beyond its impressive camera capabilities, the
vivo V30 5G stands out for its sleek and stylish
design. The device features a striking 120Hz 3D
Curved Screen, which not only enhances the visual
experience but also provides a smooth and respon-
sive interface.

What truly sets the V30 5G apart, however, is
its stunning color options. The PeacockGreen vari-
ant captivates with its vibrant hue and color-chang-
ing properties, while the WavingAqua option fea-
tures a greenish-blue color on a sleek glass surface,
featuring a stunning water ripple pattern by using
a RipplingMagneticParticle process vivo has un-
doubtedly prioritized both form and function with
the design of the V30 5G, creating a device that
not only looks exceptional but also feels great in the
hand.

Under the hood, the vivo V30 5G packs a
punch, delivering stellar performance that caters to
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the needs of even the most demanding users. With
an impressive 12 GB + 12 GB of Extended RAM,
multitasking is a breeze, allowing users to switch
between apps seamlessly and effortlessly.

The inclusion of the Qualcomm Snapdragon®
7 Gen 3 Processor ensures smooth and respon-
sive performance, whether gaming, streaming, or
browsing the web. Despite its powerhouse specifica-
tions, vivo has managed to maintain a slim profile,
making the V30 5G the slimmest smartphone in its
lineup. Additionally, the device is equipped with a
robust 5000 mAh battery, providing ample power to
keep up with users’ busy lifestyles.

In conclusion, the vivo V30 5G surpasses ex-
pectations on all fronts, delivering an unparalleled
smartphone experience that combines exceptional
camera performance, stunning design, and top-tier
performance. Whether you’re a photography enthu-
siast, a design aficionado, or a power user in need of
reliable performance, the V30 5G offers something
for everyone. With its groundbreaking features and
innovative technology, vivo has undoubtedly raised
the bar for what a smartphone can achieve. m
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Largest I'l' Park in
Islamabad to be
developed under Public
Private Partnership

CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

—

(STARTUPS)

TheIT Parkwould comprisearesearchcentre,library, software
house, conference rooms, working space for freelancers
and startups as well as an area to exhibit IT products. The
construction of the IT Park will be financed by private IT
companies, which will also rent their offices in the area

akistan has great potential to become a

successful IT outsourcing hub like India.

Unlike a populist, an effective administra-

tor can make Pakistan utilise this potential.
There is a need to give a wide scope to the students
to study in the IT sector to become one crucial
component to make the country an IT hub. Need
to focus on bringing Gulf and Western countries to
establish startups in Pakistan because even a single
foreign host data is reluctant to reach here due to a
question on the rule of law.

With the help of a public-private partnership, the
Capital Development Authority (CDA) has decided
to develop the country’s biggest Information Tech-
nology Park (IT Park) in the Federal Capital.

The development is part of newly elected Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s efforts towards taking
concrete measures to enhance IT exports in Paki-
stan.

A plot spread across 3.3 acres in Sector G-10 has
already been allocated for the development of the
IT Park after the CDA Board greenlit the decision to
materialise the establishment of the unique project.

Around 100,000 square feet of area will be cov-
ered in the plot, where at least 5,000 to 6,000 free-
lancers will be accommodated to work simultane-
ously.

Set up in Islamabad, the IT Park would comprise
aresearch centre, library, software house, conference
rooms, working space for freelancers and startups as
well as an area to exhibit IT products. The construc-
tion of the IT Park will be financed by private IT
companies, which will also rent their offices in the
area. But the Park would be handed over to CDA.

The Directorate of Technology and Digitalisa-
tion of Capital Development Authority (CDA) is
taking several steps to provide IT facilities to the
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citizens.

According to details, the Capital Development
Authority (CDA) board has approved the construc-
tion of an IT park on an area of 3.3 acres in Sector
G-10 of Islamabad, for which a plot has also been
allocated.

Further, Islamabad IT Park will be established
under Public Private Partnership and the project will
have a covered area of one lakh square feet.

In the IT Park, a working space for freelancers,
start-ups, software houses, a library, space for the ex-
hibition of IT products, research centres, conference
halls, and meeting rooms will also be developed.

Need to focus on bringing Gulf
and Western countries to
establish start-ups in Pakistan as
even a single foreign host data is
relucent to reach here due to a
question on the rule of law

It should be noted that private companies will
bear all the costs of the construction of IT Park,
while after 15 years this park will be completely
handed over to CDA.

Similarly, private companies will be able to rent
space and build IT offices in this park. This will not
only increase the revenue of CDA but also ensure
the provision of modern and quality IT facilities to
the citizens of Islamabad.

On this occasion, the Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) administration said that equipping
the city of Islamabad with modern facilities is one

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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of the top priorities of the organisation.

Earlier, PM Shehbaz in a meeting with the IT
and Telecom sector in the Federal Capital, direct-
ed relevant authorities to prepare a comprehensive
roadmap to increase the IT exports of Pakistan.

He emphasised taking steps to utilise the full po-
tential of IT exports which is estimated in billions of
dollars. The PM said the youth would be provided
with education and skills in the IT sector and facili-
ties required for start-ups.

He noted that the projects started for the IT in-
dustry in the previous government were yielding
positive results and pointed out that all banking-re-
lated problems of startups, freelancers, and IT com-
panies were resolved.

The premier maintained that the expected vol-
ume of IT exports this year is more than three
billion dollars and emphasised the need to further
increase it. PM Shehbaz also directed the authori-
ties concerned to take all necessary legal and policy
measures to increase investment in the I'T sector and
enhance its exports.

Meanwhile, the Southern Punjab Chambers Al-
liance has expressed reservations over the adverse
effects of increasing electricity prices for industrial
sectors.

During the first meeting of the Alliance in
Multan, representatives from Multan, Dera Ghazi
Khan, Bahawalpur, Rahim Yar Khan, Khanewal,
and Vehari Chambers of Commerce and Industry
took part and voiced their concerns.

President of the Southern Punjab Chambers Al-
liance, Rashid Igbal, while speaking at the meeting,
highlighted the severe difficulties and pressure being
faced by the industrial sector due to the high elec-
tricity tariffs.

He said the unreasonably high electricity prices
are unbearable, especially when the industries are
already under strain.

Criticizing the recent imposition of SROs on
point of sales, they demanded immediate withdraw-
al of the same to foster industrial growth in South-
ern Punjab.

The Alliance also called for the establishment of
new industrial estates, I'T parks, and improving gov-
ernment services to alleviate losses.

The Chambers’ Alliance criticised the withdraw-
al of subsidies on the textile sector and termed the
same an inappropriate measure that will further
damage the industry.

They also highlighted the burdensome fixed
tariff on seasonal industries which he added, is
threatening many businesses to close. Recent Stat-
utory Regulatory Orders (SROs), including 1525-
D(1)/2023, 1842(1)/2023, and 28(1)/2024, are
expected to severely impact large retail stores while
jeopardising the operation of smaller ones that are
lacking IT facilities.

Apart from this, concerns were raised regarding
the appointment of 14 secretaries in various depart-
ments of the South Punjab Secretariat, with the
industry department neglected so far. The appoint-
ment of an additional secretary for industry was
strongly urged in the meeting. It was proposed to
base the Punjab Infrastructure Development cess on
the weight of goods rather than the price value and
ensure the provision of low-interest loans for the re-
vival of SMEs.

The Industrialists’ Alliance also stressed the im-
mediate privatisation of government departments
facing losses to streamline operations and reduce
government size to cut expenses.

President MCCI Mr. Rashid Igbal called for con-
trolling escalating rates of EOBI and Social Security
contributions.

The industrialist assembly also suggested the
urgent tabling of the Thalassemia Test Law in the
Punjab Assembly to combat the deadly disease ef-
fectively. Chaudhry Zulfigar Ali Khan, President of
the Bahawalpur Chamber of Commerce, stressed
the need to remove obstacles in the way of establish-
ing the Bahawalpur Industrial Estate. Additionally,
it was proposed to abolish NHA NOC charges for
the plots, as they are exorbitant. The industrialists
demanded measures for the promotion of tourism
in south Punjab. =
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Private bodies lead in
serving free meal to

Ghulam Sa

rWar says thatalthough philanthropists feed people

this way, political leaders make little effort to address rising
food prices and unemployment. He says the politicians are so
engrossed in fighting each other that they are unaware of the
plight of the poor people who are dying of hunger for having
no source of income to sustain themselves.

t is a dilemma of the country that many peo-

ple turned billionaires and spent their lives

lavishes if only these people were given zakat

honestly definitely help the poor people be-
cause after suffering for years from a stagnant
economy and inflation of basic items like food,
even middle-class people are feeling the economic
pinch. As Ramadan, the holy month of Islam be-
gins in Pakistan, many people take advantage of
free iftar dinners provided as a charity by wealthy
individuals. Free iftar dinners are arranged for the
needy throughout the holy month.

It is noticed some NGOs, and welfare organ-
isations have played a positive role in this regard
as they offer free meals in honour of the people
daily. I appreciate it if these organisations further
expand free meals to families of the poor so that
they get meals to fill their stomachs. No doubt, it
is the responsibility of the government but in our
country, they just elected to plunder the country
and fill their pockets.

In this situation, it is very heartening to see that
as the sun begins to fade to usher in the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan, volunteers start fixing
traditional food items and drinks on scores of ta-
bles at different points across the country to serve

Motorists pull over their vehicles hurriedly and
join small crowds of people of all ages already
gathered around the tables or occupying the plastic
mats. As the call for Maghrib (sunset) prayers re-
sounds from a nearby Mosque, they break the fast
(iftar).

The volunteers hand packets of food and bot-
tles of water and juice to the fasting people sitting
in their vehicles and public transport, who do not
opt to stop.
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On every Ramadan, hundreds of stalls are set
up at the corners of city roads by relief organiza-
tions, and residents where homeless people, ven-
dors, rickshaw and taxi drivers, laborers, beggars,
and even those who do not fast, are served free of
charge food and drinks for the whole month.

Ghulam Sarwar, who works at a tailor shop,
says he saves good money by eating for free because
his income is not enough to buy food for his entire
family. He says he comes to the dinner to break the
fast, though it is personally quite embarrassing to
sit in an open area and wait for the charity food.

Ghulam Sarwar says that although philanthro-
pists feed people this way, political leaders make
little effort to address rising food prices and unem-
ployment. He says the politicians are so engrossed
in fighting each other that they are unaware of the
plight of the poor people who are dying of hunger
for having no source of income to sustain them-
selves.

Muhammad Fayyaz works as a security guard
and visits the free food camp every Ramadan. He
hopes the money he saves will help him buy new
clothes for his children. Fayyaz says his salary is
just around Rs 12,000 a month and that eating one
meal for free saves him 25 percent of his income
which helps his family at the end of the month
meet some urgent needs.

OrganiserJamia Masjid YaRasool Allah, Gul-
shan-e-Ravi, Lahore Muhammad Shafiq says local
traders and wealthy people are quietly funding the
charity work. He says that he began offering free
food during Ramadan 20 years ago out of his reli-
gious devotion.

“Usually there is one bread earner who has to
feed a family of say 10 people,” Shafiq said. “So,
obviously their basic needs are not met and then

SOCIAL |
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Azhar Javed .
there are rising electricity bills, natural gas bills and
other such matters that it becomes extremely diffi-
cult for the family to live on the fewer resources.”
Tanveer Igbal, an Islamabad-based banker, wel-
comes the growing tradition of free meals in Ra-
madan however, he has certain reservations about

-
[

“I feel that it is absolutely shameful that in the
so-called Islamic Republic of Pakistan we have this
kind of need and such kinds of poverty, rising lev-
els of poverty that we need now lower middle and
the poor to go to the philanthropy and charity,” she
said. “Do you think that those who stand in queues
in streets and avenues for free food in the evening
every Ramadan have any shred of self-respect and
dignity left? Nothing.”

So much so, the country’s tiny Sikh commu-
nity has been hosting iftar for Muslims in histor-
ic QissaKhawani Bazaar and several other points
in northwestern Peshawar city for the last several
years.

Bhopal Singh, who arranges iftarinQissaKha-
wani Bazaar in Peshawar said he was pursuing the
mission of his late father who worked for interfaith
harmony in Muslim-majority Pakistan.

“For the last four years, I had been arranging
iftarfor my Muslim brothers here. But this year, we
have changed the strategy due to security threats,”
Singh told Flare, referring to threats received by the
organisers last year from some militant groups that
objected to their gesture.

“Unfortunately, some elements do not want
interfaith harmony here,” he regretted, saying
“Therefore, this year we are distributing ration
among needy Muslims, and arranging iftarfor pris-
oners in jail to avoid any mishap.”

2

The fasting people are served traditional del-
icacies -- including samosa (a deep-fried triangu-
lar savoury pastry filled with potato and spices),
pakora(deep-fried spicy snacks made from gram
flour), fruit chaat, dates, and juices.

For dinner, Biryani (a spicy mixture of rice and
meat) is the favourite dish of the Karachites.

“At least in Ramadan, we fully fill our stom-
ach”, Hameed said in a lighter vein as his col-
leagues laughed loudly.

Notably, some NGOs and
welfare organisations are
playing a positive role in this
regard by offering free meals
with honour to the people daily

Abdullah, a rickshaw driver is another regular
visitor of this site during Ramadan.

“It’s hard for me to go home [for iftar] and
come back to work. Here, I get good and enough
food, and save money that I spend on my family,”
he said.

Like in previous years, the government is offer-
ing a Ramadan relief package that subsidizes the
cost of flour, sugar, lentils, milk, and other foods.
But critics say the savings rarely trickle down to the
needy because of rampant corruption. m
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ressed by parents to pose in videos with
make-up and skincare products, pre-teen
girls dubbed “Sephora Kids” have tak-
en TikTok by storm in a trend that some
specialists brand a danger to children’s mental and
physical health. Beauty brands have demonstrated
that TikTok can be a powerful tool for driving sales
growth. However, some ordinary or homemade
products have also been introduced on this plat-
form which are harmful to your health and skin.

American girls between eight to 12 years of age
are gaining thousands of followers on the video
platforms by modelling their make-up purchases.

The trend focuses particularly on products from
the French high-street brand Sephora, championed
by reality TV star Kim Kardashian’s daughter,
North West.

Gushing over pots of moisturiser or begging
their parents to buy them anti-wrinkle cream, they
pose in front of the mirror with their hair tied back,
aping popular grown-up make-up tutorials.

Skin specialists warned that some of the prod-
ucts used in the kids’ videos contain ingredients,
such as retinol, not suited to young skin.

“Many of the ‘skin influencers’ sometimes are
more trusted than real physicians,” US dermatolo-
gist Danilo Del Campo informed.

“This has led to an increase in consultations re-
lated to skin reactions and concerns resulting from
the misuse of these products,” he warned.

“Most parents do not realise there are any risks.”
Parroting famous beauty influencers, the “Sephora
kids” review products from high-end lines, such as
moisturisers costing nearly 70 euros ($76).

“How can these little girls spend like, my salary,
really, in skincare?” said one Sephora salesperson
in the United States, in a TikTok video.

Del Campo warned young skin can be dam-
aged by unsuitable ingredients.

He has also seen “self-esteem issues” among
his child patients who “feel the need to correct per-
ceived flaws that may not actually exist.”

Employees at Sephora have complained about
the behaviour of young customers in stores with
videos showing make-up counters in disarray with
spilt products.

Michael Stora, a psychoanalyst specialising in
online behaviour, said the girls in the videos are
“not playing with dolls as you might expect at their
age — they are the dolls.”

Some mothers in the videos defend the trend as
just a “game” — but Stora accused parents of the
“fetishisation” of their offspring.

SoleneDelecourt, a professor at the University
of California, Berkeley who specialises in social
inequality, also believes the videos can “contribute
to a very stereotypical representation of girls and
women online”.

“These are not women but little girls, and they
are already subject to this intense social pressure,”
she said.

Delecourt released a study in the Nature Jour-
nal which said that online images amplify gender
bias, particularly against women.

In recent months, TikTok and other social me-
dia platforms have come under fire over the impact
of videos on young people.

Tech giants faced a grilling before the US Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee after being accused of not
doing enough to thwart online dangers for chil-
dren, including sexual predators and teen suicide.

The British Association for Dermatologists
has issued a warning about the growing practice
of kids as young as eight years old using skincare
products, which could cause them to develop per-
manent skin issues.

After witnessing their favourite influencers on
YouTube and TikTok using luxuries, some kids are
pleading with their parents for them.

However, a lot of products contain active sub-
stances that are meant for adults only and may be
dangerous, including exfoliating acids.

They may aggravate eczema or allergies.

Sadie was eight years old when she first saw in-
fluencers discussing “how good they were on the
skin” in skincare videos on TikTok.
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Dermatologists have issued awarning about the growing practice
of kids as young as eight years old using skincare products, which
could cause them permanent skin issues. After witnessing their
favourite influencers on YouTube and TikTok using luxuries,
some Kids are pleading with their parents for them

She said she was especially drawn to a prod-
uct from the US business Drunk Elephant because
“she liked the packaging a lot” and it offered ev-
erything from lip balms to moisturisers. Another
product from the firm Bubble is “when you push
down, comes up in [the shape of] a flower”.

Several parents concerned about their child’s
interest in skincare and the impact of peers and so-
cial media have also written.

Skin specialists have warned
that some of the products used
in the kids’ videos contain
ingredients, such as retinol, not
suited to young skin

Drunk Elephant’s cartoon-animal logo and vi-
brant, colourful packaging make it one of the com-
panies that appears most frequently in adult and
kid influencers’ online skincare content.

But retinol, a vitamin A derivative, and alpha
and beta hydroxy acids are examples of exfoliators
found in several of its best-selling products, which
retail for around £60 per.

Social media is a free space for skincare mate-
rial, with millions of views going to daily routine
and get-ready-with-me videos amid a patriarchal
beauty culture especially affecting skin and body

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

image perceptions of girl children.

Cosmetics aren’t regulated by the Food and
Drug Administration, so the onus is on consum-
ers to do their research about which products and
ingredients may be harmful, especially those pur-
chased from small online businesses, the article
noted. Preservatives such as parabens—a group
of chemicals found in mass-produced products in-
cluding shampoos, conditioners, moisturisers, and
sunscreens that may disrupt hormones, harm fertil-
ity and reproduction, and possibly increase cancer
risk—may also be added to homemade products.
Cosmetics made at home may be produced under
unsanitary conditions. Some homemade products
may contain essential oils, like lavender and tea
tree oil, which can impact endocrine function, ac-
cording to James-Todd.

“It’s really key that if you're going to be mak-
ing your own products, you educate yourself about
what ingredients are in those products and what
are some of the derivatives that could potentially
be harmful,” she said.

In a recent report by social media manage-
ment platform Dash Hudson, five beauty brands
stood out for their remarkable sales performance.
These brands, including Treehut, Florence by Mills
(founded by Millie Bobby Brown), Kylie Cosmet-
ics, Laneige, and Tatcha, demonstrated the abili-
ty to convert TikTok and Instagram Reels viewers
into online store shoppers and retail partners’ cus-
tomers. m
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Mobile World
Conference fetches

amazing innovations

Join us at MWC

Barcelona 2024

i 5

Mobile World

Cngress Barcelona

024 had everything -

a transparent display laptop, 3D tablets, and a power bank
disguised as a smartphone. More than 101,000 people from
over 205 countries and territories attended the event, with
more than 59 percent of the participants coming from outside

the mobile sector

he World Mobile Congress (MWC) 2024
concluded, showcasing some of the trend-
iest mobile technologies and highlighting
the latest innovations in the industry.

More than 101,000 people from over 205 coun-
tries and territories attended the event, with more
than 59 percent of the participants coming from
outside the mobile sector, said the organizer in a
statement.

The latest developments and applications of 5G
technologies, Generative Al, cloud computing, and
cross-industry applications were at the centre of the
four-day event.

The mobile broadband 5G technologies top the
list of highlights unveiled by GSMA, said organizer
of the event. The 5G technologies, based on which
other mobile broadband services are fledgling, are
“on a trajectory to account for half of all mobile
connections by 2030,” MWC said in a press state-
ment.

“Hearing truly compelling industry insights
from the conference programme, and experienc-
ing the innovation, ingenuity and optimism from
the show floor, is why we meet in Barcelona every
year,” Mats Granryd, GSMA’s director general,
said.

GSMA announced the winners of the 29th an-
nual Global Mobile Awards and handed out 30
awards across six categories.

Huawei emerged as a big winner, bagging sev-
en different awards independently or jointly. China
Unicom, State Grid, ZTE, and Wuhan Iron and
Steel Corporation were also among the laureates.

Over 300 Chinese companies were present at the
Congress. The second edition of this year’'s MWC,
the MWC Shanghai, will take place in China’s big-
gest city in June next.
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Most of the participants showed keen interest in
some gadgets such as Xiaomi unveiled its Xiaomi
14 series. The Honor Magic 6 Pro is the other flag-
ship that was announced at MWC 2024. Like the
Xiaomi 14 Ultra, the flagship focuses on a camera
experience that uses Al to capture incredibly fast
photos of moving subjects. That’s just one aspect of
it. TecnoCamon 30 Premier 5G coming. Tecno says

The mobile broadband 5G
technologies top the list of
highlights unveiled by GSMA,
said organizer of the event.
The 5G technologies, based on
which other mobile broadband
services are fledgling, are “on a
trajectory to account for half of
all mobile connections by 2030

the phone features a camera system like no other,
relying on a separate processor from Sony to deliver
“4K 30fps full-scene AI-NR HDR video for the first
time in the industry.”

The Motorola smartphone that can wrap around
the wrist is simply stunning. It’s just a concept de-
vice meant to drive innovation and turn some heads
in the process. The phone Moto brought at MWC
is easily one of the best experiences of the show
because it feels like an almost finished product. I
wouldn’t buy one, though, but it’s absolutely excit-
ing.
Google didn’'t technically launch Gemini at
MWC 2024. However, the company announced
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new Al features coming to its products. You can
Chat with Geimini in the Messages app, and it will
summarize chats for you in Android Auto. These
are just two of the Gemini experiences Google
demoed in Spain.

After seeing HyperOS in action at MWC, the
operating system that powers the Xiaomi 14 phones
and other tablets, it’s the kind of experience that
Apple would offer if the iPhone ran Android. It
looks a lot like 10S and 1PadOS, it’s optimized for
performance, and it features plenty of Continu-
ity-like tricks. But it’s built on Google’s Android,
rather than a fork, and will work on a bunch of new
devices.

Motorola parent Lenovo brought a laptop with
a large transparent display and a touch keyboard. It
runs Windows 11 with AT features to take advan-
tage of the transparency, and it might herald the
more distant future.

TCL brought its new smartphones and tablets at
the show after announcing them at CES earlier this
year. The TCL NXTPAPER 14 Pro is easily one
of the best Android tablets I have tested in recent
years. The glare-free display is bright and vivid, and
the 14 Pro turns into a black-and-white e-reader
when you need one.

MWTC is also the place where you see all sorts of
mobile devices, including wearable AR glasses and

VR headsets. The Pocket Go from Tecno is a por-
table console of sorts. The Windows 11 computer
sits inside a controller that connects via USB-C to
AR glasses.

Another wearable device present at MWC is
the Samsung Galaxy Ring. This is the wearable’s
first official showing after Samsung soft-launched
it during the Galaxy S24 Unpacked in January. I
saw the device displayed behind a piece of glass,
so I don’t know how it feels or what it can do. But
I know I’ll want to try the Galaxy Ring when it
comes out.

The Galaxy S24, especially the Ultra, is easily
one of the highlights of MWC 2024. The Mobile
World Congress was a place where Samsung would
unveil Galaxy S models in previous years. Now,
Samsung doesn’t want to share the attention with
its competitors, and I can see why.

The Galaxy S24 phones got a headstart of
about a month compared to the flagships coming
at MWC. They proved to be amazing devices. The
Galaxy Al features, especially Google’s Circle to
Search, also stand out.

Samsung had a massive booth in Barcelona,
with Galaxy S24 flavours getting lots of attention
from those at the show. The Galaxy S24 certainly
dominated the show, taking over the entire city of
Barcelona. m

MARCH, 2024

L
]
b
S
a

Ajdde suoqipuos 9 SuLa| «

=
o
<
—
m=
F
=%
-
e
=
2
P
o
“
“
m
el
&1
@
e
“
O
A
o0
oL
&2
43
R




=
O
z
-]
m =
II-
_ <
-
=]
O
o
—4
m
"
(1)
()
m
L
Q
el
7
o
v
il
R

§
g

Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

Pakistan ranked 161 of
190 in UN report on
human development

i . - .,' il =
Switzerland topped this year’s rankings, followed by Norway
and Iceland, while the Central African Republic (CAR), South
Sudan, and Somalia lagged the furthest behind

akistan has been ranked 161st position

among 191 countries on the UN’s 2022/23

Human Development Index (HDI’s) an-

nual rankings — three steps up from the
2021/22 ranking, according to a report titled“Break-
ing the Gridlock: Reimagining Cooperation in a Po-
larized World” released by the United Nations De-
velopment Programme (UNDP).

The HDI is a composite of statistics measuring
such factors as per capita income, educational at-
tainment, and life expectancy.

In the last (2021/22) HDI ranking, Pakistan was
placed at 164, amid a global fall in development set
off by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The first UNDP Human Development Report
(HDR) was prepared and launched in 1990 under
the leadership of the late Dr. Mahbubul Hagq, a for-
mer Pakistan finance minister.

The latest report, ‘Breaking the gridlock’, re-
vealed widening disparities between the haves and
the have-nots, despite record-high global human de-
velopment scores in 2023.

The 2023 HDI stands at a new high following
a steep decline during 2020 and 2021 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the report said.

Rich countries experienced unprecedented de-
velopment, the Human Development Report de-
tails, yet half of the world’s poorest nations continue
to languish below their pre-COVID crisis level.

India ranked 132nd on the HDI index; Sri Lan-
ka: 73rd; Bangladesh: 129th; Maldives: 90; Nepal:
143; Bhutan 127 and Afghanistan 180.

Switzerland topped this year’s rankings, followed
by Norway and Iceland, while the Central African
Republic (CAR), South Sudan, and Somalia lagged
the furthest behind.

“The widening human development gap re-
vealed by the report shows that the two-decade trend
of steadily reducing inequalities between wealthy
and poor nations is now in reverse,” said UNDP
Administrator Achim Steiner.

“Despite our deeply interconnected global so-
cieties, we are falling short. We must leverage our
interdependence as well as our capacities to address
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our shared and existential challenges and ensure
people’s aspirations are met,” he said, noting a sig-
nificant human toll behind the statistics.

“The failure of collective action to advance ac-
tion on climate change, digitalisation or poverty and
mequality not only hinders human development but
also worsens polarisation and further erodes trust in
people and institutions worldwi

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres also
addressed the stark findings revealed by the Human
Development Report, noting that while it explored
the roots of polarisation and the “devastating” im-
pact on sustainable development, it also demon-
strated “our best hope for the future.”

“TIt calls for the urgent expansion of our systems
of international cooperation, so that they can deliv-
er on people’s priorities: sustainable development; a
clean environment; a liveable planet; safety, security
and dignity for all,” the UN chief said.

He also emphasised the importance of the Sum-
mit of the Future, which is due to take place in Sep-
tember.

“As we prepare for the Summit, I recommend
the Human Development Report as an important
contribution. It shows that solutions to global prob-

ECONOMY
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crisis, combined with the new and fast-evolving
technological frontier of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
which has few regulatory guard rails, UNDP said.

UNDP head Achim Stiner further highlighted
that in a world marked by increasing polarisation
and division, “neglecting to invest in each other pos-
es a serious threat to our well-being and security”.

“Protectionist approaches cannot address the
complex, interconnected challenges we face, includ-
ing pandemic prevention, climate change, and digi-
tal regulation,” he said.

He added that interconnected problems require
interconnected solutions.

“By adopting an opportunity-driven agenda that
emphasises the benefits of the energy transition and
Artificial Intelligence for human development, we
have a chance to break through the current deadlock
and reignite a commitment to a shared future.”

Uneven development progress is leaving the
poorest behind, exacerbating inequality, and stoking
political polarisation on a global scale. The result is
a dangerous deadlock that must be urgently tackled
through collective action, says the report.

“The widening human development gap revealed
by the report shows that the two-decade trend of
steadily redu(nng mequahtms between wealthy and
poor nations is now in reverse,” said Achim Stcmcr,
Administrator of UNDP. “This gridlock carries a
significant human toll. The failure of collective ac-
tion to advance our response to climate change, digi-
talization or poverty and inequality not only hinders
human development but also worsens polarization
and further erodes trust in people and institutions
worldwide.” The 2023-2024 Report places Pakistan
in the ‘low’ human development category. In 2022,
Pakistan had a Human Development Index (HDI)
value of 0.540 with a global ranking of 161 out of
192 countries. In 2023, the country dropped three
places to 164 in the global ranking.

“Despite managing well the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, Pakistan’s HDI and global ranking have suffered
due to persistent social, economic, and political
pressures, including macroeconomic challenges as
well as the lingering effect of the 2022 floods,” said
UNDP Pakistan Resident Representative, Dr. Sam-
uel Rizk. He observed that there is a notable 33 per-
cent decline in Pakistan’s inequality-adjusted HDI,
bringing it to 0.360. In the Gender Inequality Index
(GII), the country’s rank remains the same at 135
out of 166 countries. The Multidimensional Pov-
erty Index (MPI) score stays unaffected at 0.198,
indicating persistent challenges.

The UN report revealed that following pan-
demic-caused setbacks for their HDI in 2020, the
South Asian region demonstrated an overall more
resilient recovery compared to East Asia and the
Pacific, as well as the global average. However, sig-
nificant disparities remain between ‘high’ HDI and
‘low’ HDI countries, indicating ongoing challenges
in achieving equitable development.

“With a new government in place, and high am-
bitions for reform, prosperity for Pakistan requires
significant mobilisation of climate and SDGs fi-
nancing, along with a fit-for-purpose governance
architecture that provides planetary and digital
‘global public goods’,” said Dr. Rizk. “The role of
global public goods is different from humanitarian
aid and development assis-

lems are within our grasp
— by reimagining coopera-

world,” he added.

The UNDP Human Bangladesh: 129th; Maldives:

Development

India ranked at 132nd on the
tonand uniting forabetter Y[ jpdex; Sri Lanka: 73rd;

tance, which target certain
populations in need. Global
public goods, by definition,
aim to reach everyone and
can improve the prospect

(HDR) also identified an et o 90; Nepal: 143; Bhutan 127 and of human development of

emerging “democracy par-
adox”, with most of those

Afghanistan 180

all people and societies as a
whole.”

surveyed expressing sup-
port for democracy but also endorsing leaders who
may undermine democratic principles.

This paradox, coupled with a sense of pow-
erlessness and a lack of control over government
decisions, has fuelled political polarisation and in-
ward-looking policy approaches.

This is particularly alarming in light of 2023’s re-
cord-breaking temperatures which highlight the im-
mediate need for united action to tackle the climate

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

The latest UNDP Hu-
man Development Report calls for reevaluating
global interdependence and outlines four critical
areas for action: prioritising planetary public goods
for climate stability, fostering digital global public
goods for fair technology access, implementing
innovative financial mechanisms for low-income
countries, and adopting new governance approach-
es to reduce political polarisation and combat mis-
information. m
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Moody ups Pakistani
rating as digital banking

N

—

markedly improved

In a positive .Sign for the Pakistani economy, Moody changed its

outlook on Pakistan’s banking sector from “negative” to “stable”
citing its solid profitability, stable funding, and liquidity, which
it said “provide an adequate buffer’ to withstand the country’s
macroeconomic challenges and political turmoil

obile banking transactions in Pakistan

increased significantly, reaching Rs 15

billion in fiscal year 2022-23, up from

2.7 billion in 2021-22 and Rs 2.2

billion in 2020-21. This expansion indicates a signif-

icant increase in transaction value, which reached

Rs 15,466 billion during the same time, up from Rs

10,637 billion and Rs 8,086 billion in the previous
years.

According to a PTA document, mobile wallet
accounts in Pakistan have grown rapidly, reaching
107 million in 2023, up from 89 million in 2022, 75
million in 2021, and 53 million in 2020.

This significant increase reflects the Pakistani
population’s rising desire for digital financial ser-
vices, which promotes greater financial inclusion
and convenience.

In addition, the number of mobile wallet agents
in Pakistan has steadily increased, with an expected
total of 630,033 by 2023.

‘While there was a modest dip from 637,231
agents in 2022 to 534,460 agents in 2021, the overall
trend remains good, with constant growth over time.

In both 2020 and 2019, there were 445,181 and
421,053 mobile wallet agents, respectively.

These figures highlight Pakistan’s increasing
adoption of mobile banking and digital payment sys-
tems, which is being driven by technological improve-
ments and efforts to promote financial inclusion. As
mobile banking gains popularity, it is projected to
play a significant role in altering the country’s finan-
cial landscape by providing more accessibility and
efficiency to both consumers and companies.

On the other hand, in a positive sign for the Pa-
kistani economy, Moody changed its outlook on Pa-
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kistan’s banking sector from “negative” to “stable”
citing its solid profitability, stable funding, and Li-
quidity, which it said “provide an adequate buffer’ to
withstand the country’s macroeconomic challenges
and political turmoil.

The international rating agency — one of the top
three global rating firms — said that the econom-
ic and fiscal pressures were easing for the country,
as it forecast that the economy would return to a 2
percent growth rate in 2024 after subdued activity in
2023. The report also said it expected inflation to fall
from 29 percent to 23 percent.

As mobile banking gains
popularity, it is projected to
play a significant role in
altering the country’s financial
landscape by providing more
accessibility and efficiency to
both consumers and
companies

“Pakistani banks remain highly exposed to the
government via large holdings of government secu-
rities that amount to around half of total banking
assets, which links their credit strength to that of the
sovereign,” the global rating agency said.

According to the report, the macroeconomic
conditions remained weak while government liquid-
ity risk and external vulnerability were high. It said
the recovery from the 2022 floods and “low base ef-

ECONOMY
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fects” will support a modest economic recovery.

“However, high-interest rates and inflation will
continue to curb private-sector spending and invest-
ment,” it said, adding that banks were financing the
sovereign’s wide fiscal deficits, leaving little space to
lend to the real economy “Initiatives to deepen finan-
cial inclusion and assistance for key sectors will only
partly support credit demand,” it added.

The report said the banking sector’s asset risk
was linked to high government securities exposure
as government securities accounted for 51 percent of
Pakistani banks’ total assets and around nine times
their equity, the highest levels for Moody’s rated
banks globally.

“We expect problem loans to stabilise at around
9 percent of gross loans, partly because of the banks’
reluctance to lend in this challenging environment,”
it said.

It also said the capital will remain broadly stable
as banks’ subdued growth and solid earnings offset
dividend payouts.

The reported Tier 1 capital ratio for the rated
Pakistani banks was 15.3 percent of risk-weighted
assets as of September 2023, up from 14.4 percent
in 2022 and well above the regulatory minimum, it
said.

Moody’s capital metric, the tangible common eg-
uity to adjusted risk-weighted assets ratio, is a low
5.2 percent, reflecting the 150 risk weighting for gov-
ernment securities in line with the Caa3 sovereign
rating, it added.

The report said that the profitability will gradual-
ly decline to normalized, adding that it expected Pa-
kistani banks’ interest revenue to moderate in 2024,
with monetary policy beginning to ease as inflation
and interest rates gradually recede from 2023 peaks.

“Subdued business and lending activity will
keep interest on lending and non-interest income
in check. Operating expenses will likely stabilise in
line with easing inflation and banks’ cost-control
efforts. Persistently elevated tax rates and potential-
ly higher loan-loss provisions will weigh on banks’
bottom-line profitability, with the return on average
assets hovering around 3percent,” it said.

The report said that stable funding and liquidity
were a strength for the country as deepening finan-
cial inclusion and remittances broadened domestic
deposit inflows.

“Banks are mainly deposit-funded and have very
low reliance on more volatile market funding given
limited access to international debt markets,” the re-
port said.

“However, the cost of funds is rising moderate-
ly as high-interest rates have driven a migration to
interest-bearing deposits from non-interest-bearing
deposits, which were down to 74pc of total system
deposits as at end-2023 from 75.2pc a year earlier,”
it said. While Moody’s upgraded its outlook on Pa-
kistan’s banking sector, it downgraded its outlook for
the banking sector in several European countries.

It changed the outlook to negative from stable for
the banking sectors of Germany, Britain France, Bel-
gium, the Netherlands, and Sweden.

“A deteriorating operating environment with low
economic growth and high borrowing costs will hit
credit growth as well as loan performance in the larg-
est European countries, particularly in the corporate
sector,” said Moody’s analyst Effie Tsotsani.

No doubt, the future of digital banking in Pa-
kistan looks promising, with top banks in Pakistan
leading the charge in digital innovation and custom-
er-centric solutions. The top 5 banks in Pakistan are
at the forefront of digital transformation, ushering
in a new era of digital banking that promises to
dramatically reshape the landscape of the financial
sector. As they continue to deploy cutting-edge tech-
nology and innovative solutions, customers can look
forward to a seamless and convenient banking expe-
rience tailored to their ever-changing needs. Never-
theless, while leveraging these technological innova-
tions for customer convenience, it’s vital to also be
aware of the potential risks. Amid the accelerating
digital revolution, the risk of fraud and threats also
rises, hence, a balance between technological ad-
vancement and security measures is crucial for a saf-
er banking environment. m
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Pakistan poised to
get electricity under

CASA- 1000 soon
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The CASA- 1000 System When completed willinclude 1,387 km
of high-voltage alternating current (HVAC) and high-voltage
direct current (HVDC) transmission lines. The full CASA-1000
transmission lines will run electricity at high voltage between
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan and from Tajikistan to Afghanistan

and Pakistan

akistan welcomed the resumption of ac-

tivities in Afghanistan relating to a $1.2

billion Western-backed project to build

a power line between Central Asia and
South Asia, more than a year after it was stalled
over turmoil in the neighboring country.

The CASA-1000 project aims to allow Tajiki-
stan and Kyrgyzstan, former Soviet republics with
an extensive network of hydroelectric power plants,
to sell excess energy to Pakistan and Afghanistan
in the summer season when the need for electricity
increases phenomenally.

The World Bank approved the resumption of
the clean energy project after it was stalled in 2022
due to turmoil in Afghanistan, with the Bank fo-
cusing on urgently needed education, agriculture,
and health programs.

Construction of the project in the other three
countries was nearly complete and these countries
had requested that CASA-1000 activities in Af-
ghanistan resume avoiding the risk of the project
becoming a stranded asset.

“The Government of Pakistan welcomes the
recent announcement by the World Bank that,
among other initiatives in support of the people of
Afghanistan,” the energy ministry said in a state-
ment.

“The Central Asia-South Asia Electricity
Transmission and Trade Project (CASA-1000) in
Afghanistan will be resumed as had been request-
ed in December by all three neighboring countries
participating in the project.”

The World Bank’s announcement of the proj-
ect’s resumption was a “significant step forward”
in the region’s commitment to energy collabora-
tion, according to the statement.

The project could be a boon for the two Central
Asian nations which have excess power in the sum-
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mer but suffer from shortages in the winter unless
they can buy fuel or power from neighbours.

The United States was involved in financing the
project when it was launched in 2016 as part of its
New Silk Road initiative to integrate Afghanistan
with Central Asia.

Other project sponsors included the Islamic
Development Bank, the UK Department for Inter-
national Development, and the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development.

Before the project was paused, about 18%
of the towers for the Afghanistan portion of the
CASA transmission line had been laid down and
about 95% of the materials and equipment need-
ed to complete the project in the country had been
supplied, according to the World Bank.

Despite the Afghanistan pause, the Kyrgyz Re-
public, Tajikistan, and Pakistan continued with the
implementation of CASA-1000, and construction
activities are nearly complete in all three countries,
it added.

The ring-fenced resumption, said the World
Bank, would be in two phases: construction, ex-
pected to take three years, and operations after-
ward.

Its statement concluded: “During the project
construction phase, the World Bank will make
payments directly to the offshore accounts of in-
ternational contractors and consultants, based on
verification of invoices by the independent moni-
toring agency.

“For the operations phase, Offshore Account
Bank (Abu Dhabi) arrangements are in place to
ensure that payments and revenue are ring-fenced
offshore as per commercial contractual agreements
with requirements for no objection for use for spec-
ified purposes, including purchase of electricity
from Tajikistan and Kyrgyz Republic under the
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CASA-1000 and other existing power purchase
agreements.”

The IEA has repeatedly called for the resump-
tion of stalled development projects in the country
by international organizations and countries.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) says
that any project that is implemented in Afghani-
stan should be done once the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan has been informed.

The IEA also said Afghanistan’s conditions
should be taken into consideration.

“We are ready to cooperate. There is security in
Afghanistan and there are facilities to implement
the project and the system cooperates in the neces-
sary sectors and will not be an obstacle,” said Zabi-
ullah Mujahid, IEA’s spokesman.

It is pertinent to mention that the CASA-1000 is
an ambitious renewable energy infrastructure con-
struction project that will bring 1,300 megawatts
of surplus electricity from Central Asia to high-de-
mand electricity markets in South Asia through
new energy infrastructure. Each region gains from
this project. This multinational, multi-donor infra-
structure project expands renewable energy access
in Central and South Asia, delivering substantial
benefits to regional power grids and individual
electricity users in the region.

The Central Asian countries of Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan have some of the world’s most abundant
clean hydropower resources. With summer rainfall
and significant water flow from the mountains,
both countries produce surplus electricity during
the summer. Inneighbouring South Asia, Afghani-
stan and Pakistan contend with chronic electricity
shortages, especially during the sweltering summer
months. This leads to frequent power cuts that hurt
industrial production, close small businesses, and
endanger citizens who have no cooling opportuni-
ties during heat waves.

By connecting the four countries through a
shared electricity transmission system, Kyrgyzstan
and Tajikistan can sell clean hydropower-produced
surplus electricity in summer months to millions
of people who live without electricity altogether.
Afghanistan and Pakistan, the two South Asian
countries are also working to improve overall elec-
tricity access.

Through their cooperation on CASA-1000, the
governments of Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Paki-
stan, and Tajikistan are harnessing clean energy,
building a shared regional electricity market, fight-
ing climate change, and increasing the standard of
living for their populations.

The CASA-1000 project aims to
allow Tajikistan and
Kyrgyzstan, former Soviet
republics with an extensive
network of hydroelectric power
plants, to sell excess energy to
Pakistan and Afghanistan in the
summer season

The CASA-1000 system, when completed,
will include 1,387 km of high-voltage alternating
current (HVAC) and high-voltage direct current
(HVDC) transmission lines. The full CASA-1000
transmission lines will run electricity at high volt-
age between Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan and from
Tajikistan to Afghanistan and Pakistan. The proj-
ect is currently constructing new HVAC transmis-
sion lines in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to link the
Kyrgyz and Tajik power systems to new HVDC
facilities. The two new HVDC converter stations
currently under construction—one located in
Sangtuda, Tajikistan, and the other in Nowshera,
Pakistan—will be linked by an HVDC transmission
line to efficiently transmit electricity to Pakistan.
The new HVDC converter station in Nowshera
will then link power to Pakistan’s existing HVAC
transmission network.
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Political curbs soaring
VPNs demand on
social media

Virtual Private Networks (VPNs) already represent bigbusiness,
with the current market valued at around $44.6 billion by
some estimates. But growth is rapidly accelerating. Projections
suggest the market could soar to over $77 billion by 2026

enever a government around the

world tries to control the populace

by disrupting internet access, peo-

ple turn to Virtual Private Networks

(VPNs) to circumvent restrictions. These anti-cen-

sorship tools are often the only way for people af-

fected by social media blocks to communicate with

each other during the upheavals that often accompa-
ny such measures.

According to Topl0VPN, it routinely monitors
fluctuations in global VPN demand as part of our
day-to-day work. It will use that data to update this
page whenever there is a significant surge that cor-
relates with social or political events.

Unless noted otherwise, the method for calcu-
lating demand increases is to compare the elevated
period with the average over the previous 30 days.

It also investigates and tests individual VPNs
that benefit most from these surges in demand, to
identify potential privacy and security issues.

‘While free VPN apps are naturally popular
during government-mandated internet outages,
caution must be observed therefore it is advised to
use a trustworthy free VPN or, wherever possible, a
high-quality (paid) VPN.

‘When we talk about the usage of VPNs in Paki-
stan, there has been an unprecedented surge in the
demand for Virtual Private Networks (VPNs), with
a staggering 6000% increase reported by Internet
privacy company Proton.

The ban on popular social networking sites has
prompted citizens to seek alternative means to ac-
cess unrestricted information and communicate
freely.
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Switzerland-based Proton emphasized the cru-
cial role VPNs play in circumventing internet cen-
sorship and ensuring access to unfiltered informa-
tion, particularly in countries where democratic
processes are under scrutiny.

With elections in numerous nations this year, in-
cluding Pakistan, the need for widespread access to
VPN services has become more pressing than ever
before.

Proton’s recent report highlighted a global trend,
showcasing a significant rise in VPN demand across
various countries. In Nepal, the increase was record-
ed at 4700%, while Gabon saw a staggering 25000%
surge, underscoring the growing concerns regarding
mternet freedom and access to information world-
wide.

According to Proton, monitoring the demand
for VPN services acts as a barometer for government
crackdowns on internet freedom. Notably, countries
like Venezuela, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, and Tur-
key, facing similar challenges to internet freedom,
will benefit from Proton’s free VPN services.

Andy Yen, the head of Proton, stressed the im-
portance of safeguarding democracy and free speech
in the face of increasing threats to electoral process-
es. Yen stated, “2024 will be a pivotal year for de-
mocracy globally, as nations grapple with measures
that impede free speech and fair elections.”

In Pakistan, the shutdown of social media plat-
forms, including Twitter, has drawn widespread
criticism, with concerns raised over the restriction
of access to information and stifling of dissenting
voices.

The recent order by the Sindh High Court to re-
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store internet services highlights the ongoing debate
surrounding internet freedom and censorship in the
country.

VPN, hailed as tools to bypass website restric-
tions, have emerged as a lifeline for individuals
seeking to navigate the digital landscape amidst
government-imposed limitations.

As the debate over internet freedom intensifies,
the surge in VPN usage serves as a poignant re-
minder of the importance of upholding fundamen-
tal rights in the digital age.

VPN adoption continues to grow worldwide,
particularly in areas where governments enact on-
line censorship and restrictions.

It’s important to remember that this estimate—
made by VPN provider Surfshark—does not include
users in countries with a market penetration of less
than 10%. The 1.6 billion figure is likely more than
the true number of VPN users worldwide.

Studies suggest this number will grow rapid-
ly. By 2030, the combined consumer and busi-
ness VPN industry is projected to reach values of
$101.31 billion.

Users in Middle Eastern countries are adopting
VPNs en masse to bypass strict internet censorship
and restrictions while Singapore’s highly devel-
oped digital infrastructure and tech-savvy popula-
tion have become the perfect environment for mass
VPN usage.

Virtual Private Networks (VPNSs) already repre-
sent big business, with the current market valued at
around $44.6 billion by some estimates. But growth
is rapidly accelerating. Projections suggest the mar-
ket could soar to over $77 billion by 2026.

This substantial market growth responds to the
widespread adoption of VPN solutions across var-
ious industries. Businesses, especially in the IT sec-
tor, increasingly recognize the speed and benefits of
VPNs.

Virtual Private Networks keep growing in
worldwide installations. Analysis of 85 countries
found global VPN downloads hit 130 million in just
the first six months of 2023.

Singapore leads adoption, with over 19% of res-
idents using a VPN this year. The UAE and Qa-
tar also rank nearly 17% and 15% respectively. But
holdouts remain, with Japan below 0.5% and many
Latin American nations struggling with limited
VPN penetration.

Signing up for a Virtual Private Network of-
ten involves balancing features, trust, and pricing
through subscriptions. Costs vary substantially
based on commitment length.

Yearly and multi-year bargains are around $2-
$10 per month. However, the volatility of VPN pro-
viders means experts caution against plans over two
years. Paying monthly raises costs to a typical range
of $10-$15 without longer-term savings.

The ban on popular social
networking sites has
prompted people to seek
alternative means to access
unrestricted information and
communicate freely

Ultimately, more expensive VPNs sometimes
provide better security or speeds. Assessing needs
and carefully researching companies offers the best
chance of finding an affordable and reliable option
that fits within budget constraints

Despite the assumption that VPN users skew
young and tech-savvy, recent data from Security.org
reveals that 45-60-year-olds are the top demograph-
ic at 28%.

Global Web Index adds another layer to the
demographic picture, indicating that 32% of VPN
users have postgraduate degrees, while 28% hold
university degrees.

The data establishes a positive correlation be-
tween education level and VPN usage, highlighting
that individuals with higher education are more
likely to incorporate VPNs into their browsing. m
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tress i1s a natural
reaction to the in-
ability to cope with
specific demands

and events, but a persistent
phase of stress can affect a
pe;rsonshealth and well-be-
ing. In order to manage
stress, exercise, setting pri-
orities, and speaking with
others, which may include
counselling, are the main
tips. .
These demands can & g
come from work, relation- |
ships, financial pressures,
and other situations, but |
anything that poses a real |
or perceived challenge or |
threat to a person’s well-be-
ing can cause stress. '
Stress can be a mo-
tivator, and can even be
essential to survival. The
fight-or-flight mechanism
of the body tells a person
when and how to respond
to danger. However, when
the body becomes triggered
too easily, or there are too
many stressors at one time,
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agement.

The NIMH also identi-
fy three examples of types
of stressor:

*  routine stress, such
as childcare, homework,
or financial responsibili-
ties

*  sudden, disruptive
changes, such as a family
bereavement or finding
out about a job loss

* traumatic stress,
which can occur due to
extreme trauma as a result
of a severe accident, an
assault, an environmental
disaster, or a war

Acute stress

This type of stress is
short-tern  and wusually
the more common form
of stress. Acute stress of-
ten develops when people
consider the pressures of
events that have recently
occurred or face upcom-
ing challenges in the near
future.

For example, a person
may feel stressed about

it can undermine the men- MONEY DE BTS a recent argument or an
tal and physical health of a WORR | ED . COPING PROBLEMS upcoming deadline. How-
person and hence becomes COPING FRUSTRATION i D EADLINES cver(ils the stress will reduce
harmful. 2 OVERLOADED or disappear once a per-
Stress is the natural de- B U S I § Es°§ _ 2:,\:5::?[) AMAGE son resolves the argument
fence of the body against BILL CONFUSION g CAREER or meets the deadline.
predators and danger. It OVERLOADED FAILURE Acute stressors are of-

generates hormones in the
body that prepare physical
systems to evade or con-
front danger. People com-
monly refer to this as the
fight-or-flight mechanism.
‘When humans face a
challenge or threat, they
have a partial physical re-
sponse. The body activates
resources that help people

Stress can be a motivator and can even be essential to
survival. The fight-or-flight mechanism in the body tells a
person when and how to respond to danger. However, when
the body becomes triggered too easlily, or there are too many
stressors at one time, it can undermine the mental and
physical health of a person hence it becomes harmful

ten new and tend to have
a clear and immediate
solution. Even with the
more difficult challenges
that people face, there are
possible ways to get out of
the situation. Acute stress
does not cause the same
amount of damage as
long-term, chronic stress.
Short-term effects include

either stay and confront the
challenge or get to safety as fast as possible.

The body produces larger quantities of the chem-
icals cortisol, epinephrine, and mnorepinephrine.
These trigger the following physical reactions:

increased blood pressure

* heightened muscle preparedness

*  sweating

* alertness

These factors improve a person’s ability to re-
spond to a potentially hazardous or challenging situ-
ation. Norepinephrine and epinephrine also cause a
faster heart rate.

Environmental factors that trigger this reaction
are called stressors. Examples include noises, aggres-
sive behaviour, speeding cars, scary scenes in movies,
or even going out on a first date. Feelings of stress
tend to increase in tandem with the number of stress-
ors. According to the American Psychological Asso-
ciation (APA)’s annual stress survey in 2018, average
stress levels in the United States were 4.9 on a scale
from 1 to 10. The survey found that the most com-
mon stressors were employment and money.

Physical effects

Stress slows down some normal bodily functions,
such as those that the digestive and immune systems
perform. The body can then concentrate its resourc-
es on breathing, blood flow, alertness, and the prepa-
ration of the muscles for sudden use.

The body changes in the following ways during
a stress reaction:

* blood pressure and pulse rise

* breathing speeds up

*  digestive system slows down

*immune activity decreases

* muscles become tenser

* sleepiness decreases due to a heightened state
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of alertness. How a person reacts to a difficult situ-
ation will determine the effects of stress on overall
health. Some people can experience several stressors
in a row or at once without this leading to a severe
stress reaction. Others may have a stronger response
to a single stressor.

Some experiences that people generally consid-
er to be positive can lead to stress, such as having a
baby, going on vacation, moving to a better home,
and getting a promotion at work. The reason for this
is that they typically involve a significant change, ex-
tra effort, new responsibilities, and a need for adap-
tation. They also often require a person to take steps
into the unknown. A persistently negative response
to challenges can have an adverse effect on health
and happiness.

Stress is the natural defence of
the body against predators and
danger. It generates
hormones in the body that
prepare physical systems to
evade or confront danger.
People commonly refer to this
as the fight-or-flight
mechanism

However, being more alert to the effects of stress
may help a person manage it more effectively and
cope better.

Types

The National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)
Trusted Source recognise two types of stress: acute
and chronic. These require different levels of man-
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tension headaches and an
upset stomach, as well as a moderate amount of
distress.

However, repeated instances of acute stress over
an extended period can become chronic and harm-
ful.

Chronic stress

This type of stress develops over a long period
and is more harmful.

Ongoing poverty, a dysfunctional family, or an
unhappy marriage are examples of situations that
can cause chronic stress. It occurs when a person
does not see a way to avoid their stressors and stops
seeking solutions. A traumatic experience early in
life may also contribute to chronic stress.

Chronic stress makes it difficult for the body to
return to a normal level of stress hormone activity,
which can contribute to problems in the following
systems trusted Source:

* cardiovascular

*  respiratory

*  sleep

* immune

*  reproductive

A constant state of stress can also increase a
person’s risk of type 2 diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, and heart disease. Depression, anxiety, and
other mental health disorders, such as post-trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD), can develop when
stress becomes chronic. Chronic stress can continue
unnoticed, as people become used to feeling agitat-
ed and hopeless. It can become part of an individ-
ual’s personality, making them constantly prone to
the effects of stress regardless of the scenarios that
they encounter.

People with chronic stress are at risk of having
a final breakdown that can lead to suicide, violent
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Increased smoking
trend hugely wasting
health and wealth in

Pakistan

Around 4,700 different noxious chemicals are released by a
single cigarette when lit. The adverse effects of these chemicals
include systemic cancers, peripheral vascular disease,
cerebrovascular disease, emphysema, chronic bronchitis and
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

akistan stands on the brink of a devastating
health and economic disaster by the grow-
ing menace of smoking. The steep rise in the
use of tobacco amongst the youth, especial-

ly young girls and women, is depriving the country
of a healthy workforce while increasing the burden

of disease on an already overburdened health sector.
The majority of the youth in Pakistan start smoking
at a very early age as such most of them become ha-
bitual smokers by the age of 18. The fact that approx-
imately 1,200 children start smoking daily represents
a huge health and economic impact in Pakistan. In
2024, the revenue in the smoking tobacco market in
Pakistan amounts to $187.6 million. It is projected to
grow annually by 3.20% (CAGR 2024-2028). When
compared globally, China generates the highest rev-
enue in this segment, reaching $13,510 million in
2024. Considering the total population, per-person
revenues of $1.00 will be generated in Pakistan in
2024. By 2028, the volume in the Smoking Tobacco
market is expected to reach 3.4 million kg.

Furthermore, it is predicted that there will be a
volume growth of 0.6% in 2025. The average volume
per person in the Smoking Tobacco market is expect-
ed to be 18.4kg in Pakistan in 2024.

The demand for traditional smoking tobacco
products in Pakistan remains strong, with a growing
preference for locally produced variants.

The role of society in combating the scourge of
tobacco cannot be undermined as it is only by strictly
discouraging tobacco use in and around homes and
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at work and enforcing existing anti-smoking laws
the country can hopefully cope with this growing
epidemic. There is a ban in Pakistan on electronic
and print media on the advertisements of cigarettes.
For decades, advertising, promotion and sponsor-
ship have been shown to promote the consumption
of virtually any product, yet the tobacco industry
continues to deny this link. It claims that advertise-
ments neither convince smokers to smoke more nor
persuade non-smokers to start; they merely support
healthy competition and motivate existing smokers
to switch brands.

Discrediting the myth that the tobacco industry
is beneficial for the economy that the burden of the
direct and indirect consequences of smoking, such
as healthcare costs, loss of workdays and productive
years due to early deaths far outstrip the revenue gen-
erated from taxes and employment created by the
tobacco industry.

Around 4,700 different noxious chemicals are
released by a single cigarette when lit. The adverse
effects of these chemicals include systemic cancers,
peripheral vascular disease, cerebrovascular disease,
emphysema, chronic bronchitis and chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease. Other side effects of smoking
include impotence and infertility, pregnancy-related
problems, kidney disorders, increased vulnerability
to infection and many forms of cancer.

“Individuals who smoke cigarettes are 12 times
more likely to die from lung cancer, two to four times
more likely to develop coronary heart disease, twice
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as likely to have a stroke, and 10 times more likely to
die from chronic obstructive lung disease”, warned
Dr Ali Zubairi, Consultant Pulmonologist.

Although many people are aware of the health is-
sues involved in smoking, they are unable to quit due
to nicotine addiction. Bushra Masood, a Smoking
Cessation Counsellor, reassured the audience that
addictions can be overcome with the help of cessa-
tion experts as well as through various medications.
“However, willpower and personal determination to
break free from the addiction play the most crucial
role,” she added.

Meanwhile, former WHO officials Prof. Robert
Beaglehole and Prof. Ruth Bonita have sounded the
alarm with an article published in the Lancet Jour-
nal, which states that tobacco control is not working
for most of the world. Rather, it maintains the sta-
tus quo. The Lancet report highlights that the over-
all number of tobacco users globally has seen little
change, indicating a lack of significant progress in
reducing tobacco use.

Interestingly, four out of five of the world’s smok-
ers are in low-income and middle-income countries.
Their verdict is damning, especially for countries
like Pakistan, where the majority of tobacco-related
deaths occur amidst sluggish declines in smoking
rates. Shockingly, only a paltry 30% of countries are
on track to meet the WHO'’s target of slashing adult
tobacco use by 30% by 2030, demanding a seismic
shift in approach.

The authors stress the need for greater compli-
ance with the WHO Framework Convention on To-
bacco Control (FCTC) and argue that the FCTC is
no longer fit for purpose, especially for low-income
countries: neither WHO nor the FCTC are grounded
in the latest evidence on the role of innovative nico-
tine delivery devices in assisting the transition from
smoking to less harmful products. Equally, the focus
on youth vaping, most of which is experimental, de-
tracts from the crucial public health goal of reducing
smoking-related deaths in adults.

Further, the authors criticize the opposition
to harm reduction strategies by the WHO and the
FCTC Conference of Parties and identify this as the
missing strategy in their policies. Harm reduction
strategies focus on reducing the harm caused by
burnt tobacco by replacing smoking with less harm-
ful ways of delivering nicotine. A recent study titled
‘Integrating Harm Reduction Into Tobacco Control,’
conducted in London, aligns with the recommenda-
tions of Prof. Beaglehole and Prof. Bonita. The study
suggests that Pakistan could potentially save 1.2 mil-
lion lives over the next four decades by embracing
harm-reduction strategies for tobacco control.

In the quest for effective tobacco control strate-
gies, evidence from countries like Sweden sheds light
on the potential of harm reduction approaches. Over
the past 15 years, Sweden has remarkably reduced
smoking rates, plummeting from 15% in 2008 to an

The role of society in combat-
ing the scourge of tobacco
cannot be undermined as it is
only by strictly discouraging
tobacco use in and around
homes, at work and enforcing
existing anti-smoking laws the
country can hopefully cope
with this growing epidemic

impressive 5.6% today. This success is attributed to
Sweden’s embrace of harm reduction through alter-
natives such as e-cigarettes, nicotine pouches, and
SIus.

The findings and recommendations of Prof. Bea-
glehole and Prof. Bonita, based on their extensive
experience within the WHO, shed light on the urgent
need for innovative approaches to tobacco control.
Collective action, a sincere commitment from all
stakeholders and embracing harm reduction strate-
gies are essential steps towards reducing the burden
of smoking-related diseases. m
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IN===  Plant mulberry to &=
earn jobs and foreign
exchange

—

carried out on a commer-
cial scale in Pakistan.

The potential of mul-
berry trees as a good source
of timber is explored and
10 feet of timber in 10-15
years is predicted in the
case of those who planted
mulberry this year. Mul-
berry is also well known
for growing silkworms
to produce the finest silk.
The plantation of mmlber-
1y can be a good source
of income for the farmer
in the form of timber and
also if the farmer grows
silkworms. Moreover,
the processing and value
addition in the mulberry
fruit can produce another
income source. All these
factors can have a healthy
effect on the economy of
Pakistan.

The production of tim-
ber from mulberry will
also help to stabilize the
timber prices. The suit-
able climate for mulberry
plantations ranges from
warm temperate to trop-
ical and can also grow
under other climatic con-
ditions successfully. The
proper cutting and drying
of the mulberry tree can
produce hard and uni-
formly textured wood. In
Pakistan, mulberry timber
is used for making fur-
niture, handicrafts, and
sporting goods, especially
hockey sticks, cricket bats,
and tennis rackets. The
thin branches are used for
weaving the baskets. The
limber obtained from the

Mulberry trees helped reduce wind speed and absorbed air
and soil pollutants. “It is heavy metal resistant and a good
carbon sink plant — a hectre of mulberry plantation can
absorb around 648.96 kilogrammes of carbon dioxide

B

He said besides its
uses for silkworm rearing
and food items, mulber-
1y plants were also ben-
eficial for environmental
and medicinal purposes.
“Balochistan covers 44%
of the country’s total
landmass, and through
proper ecological map-
ping, areas can be fixed
to plant mulberry trees
| in good numbers. People
~ should be made aware of

_y the economic value and
industrial importance of
mulberry, so they might
carve out new sources of
income generation.”

Talking to the media,
DrZakir Hussain Zakir,
head of the Department
of Archaeology and Heri-
tage Studies at the Univer-
sity of Baltistan, Skardu,
highlighted the environ-
mental importance, plan-
tation, and value addition
of mulberry in Baltistan.

He said mulberry trees
helped reduce wind speed
and absorbed air and soil
pollutants. “It is heavy
metal resistant and a good
carbon sink plant — a hect-
are of mulberry plantation
can absorb around 648.96
kilogrammes of carbon
dioxide.”

He said natural silk
production was once a
common craft in the re-
gion, which needed to be
revived. “It is necessary
to promote it as a sustain-
able cottage industry.”

He said in Baltistan,
the mulberry fruit ripened

mulberry tree is a good
source of fuel in rural areas having a high calorific
value of 43704770 kcal/kg.

“By promoting its cultivation at the mass level, a
good number of people can be employed, especially
those belonging to the cottage industry,” said Moaz-
zamGhurki, President of the Pakistan-China Joint
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCICCI).

He said: “Silkworm rearing through mulberry
trees and other value-added products can fetch a
fortune for the country.” He said a mulberry tree
matured in 10 months, and its leaves could be har-
vested several times within a year. He said that im-
parting awareness about the value-added products
of this tree could also help alleviate poverty by pro-
viding people with a sustainable source of income.
He said that China had introduced new varieties of
mulberry named Nongsang and Qiangsang, which
shoot 30% more leaves. Talking to the media, he
also said that PCJCCI targeted to engage 1,000
families in mulberry cultivation and silk business in
the ongoing spring season. He said that necessary
training would also be provided to people to adopt
the silk business. “People interested in dealing with
other value-added mulberry products will also be
supported.”

Talking to the media, Naveed Ahmad, the assis-
tant director of the agriculture department of Pun-
jab, said: “In Pakistan, mulberry is not grown on a
commercial scale. Most people only know its use
concerning silkworm rearing, which also needs re-
vival in Pakistan. Usually, farmers plant two or three
mulberry trees in their farmlands. So, the produc-
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tion and market are inadequate.”

Discussing the health and industrial value of
mulberry, he said its extracts, powders, and syrups
were valuable for preparing medicines, beverages,
food items, feeding animals, and rearing silkworms.
“Food supplements, dietary fibres, good quality vin-
egar, and shelf life-enhancing agents for meat are
also prepared from it.”

By reviving this craft like China,
Pakistan can also earn con-
siderable foreign exchange by
exporting silk. In Pakistan, it is
necessary to bring awareness
about its cultivation, value ad-
dition, and income generation

He said dry cold regions like Balochistan and
Gilgit-Baltistan were ideal for mulberry farming. He
called for establishing processing units in these ar-
eas. “Besides all the uses of mulberry plantation, it
is an important part of sericulture. By reviving this
craft like China, Pakistan can also earn a handsome
foreign exchange by exporting silk. In Pakistan, it is
necessary to bring awareness regarding its cultiva-
tion, value addition and income generation.”

Talking about the plantation of mulberry, chief
conservator forests in Balochistan Forest and Wild-
life Department Syed Ali Imran said: “The cold dry
area of the province is ideal for mulberry plantation.
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in early spring, and was
used for a variety of food and medicinal purposes.
“Black mulberry is commonly used to cure lung dis-
eases in traditional medicines. Four or five native
varieties, including the white and black ones, are
cultivated here. Unfortunately, regular cutting with-
out parallel plantation is gradually making mulber-
1y an endangered plant species in the region. People
are unaware of the industrial importance of mulber-
1y. There is a dire need to raise awareness about its
environmental and industrial importance. “

As regards mulberry plantation, AitezazMah-
fooz, divisional forest officer at the Forestry Plan-
ning and Monitoring Circle, Peshawar, said: “In the
70s and 80s, silkworm rearing was a common prac-
tice, and the provincial forest department support-
ed silkworm farmers by providing them mulberry
leaves, seeds and sometimes silk obtaining training.
“But gradually, natural silk weaving declined, and
so did the interest in mulberry plantation.”

He said the forest department distributed sap-
lings among farmers and community members
across the province, containing 10% of mulberry
plants. He said the revival of the silk trend would
help generate work opportunities, make a variety of
industrial products, and tackle environmental pollu-
tion. Rabia Usman, chief executive officer of a Sa-
hiwal-based brand offering organic products, while
highlighting the importance of mulberry value ad-
dition, said production of natural silk thread and
cloth weaving was environment-friendly. She called
for introducing innovative ways of silk production
to create a new value chain in the country. m
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fter hectic efforts and facing strenuous

resistance, a team of Pakistan Customs

Karachi has busted a gang involved in

multibillion-rupee money-laundering

scam the accused executed in the guise of import of

solar panels. Although the accused persons caused

billions of losses to the national exchequer by way

of laundering their easy money, apprehensions loom

large that the alleged offenders would hardly have

a befitting action against the alleged crime due to

weakness of laws and inadequate provision to award
punishment for such a heinous crime.

It is a big challenge to the government that earlier
thousands of people committed such crimes but they
were released after two or three months. There is a
need to amend the law in the Pakistan Constitution
and the Penal Code to give strict punishment for the
money laundering offences and counterfeiting prop-
erties of the culprits. The same is the situation here
as soon the news will appear that the main accused
has been released by the court on bail because of a
flaw in the law. Steps are needed to improve the law
so that smugglers think 100 times before coming into
action as well as money-laundering activities.

Pakistan Customs team faced strong resistance in
the arrest of Rab Nawaz, the main accused in the
Rs 80billion scam which was perpetrated under the
guise of solar panel imports,” Shiraz Ahmad, Direc-
tor of Post Clearance Audit Customs South Karachi
told the media. Shiraz Ahmad said that Nawaz is not
cooperating in the investigation process for the rea-
son he has secured bail before arrest in one case. Au-
thorities attempted to arrest him during the hearing
of another trial in the solar panel money laundering
case at the Customs Court. However, he managed to
obtain pre-arrest bail from the Customs Court as well
as the High Court.

Shiraz said that the accused remained within the
premises of the court for several hours to escape the
arrest, while the Customs team waited outside to
apprehend him. The Director said that Rab Nawaz
also threatened customs staff, with his armed guards
stationed outside the court. The lawyers representing
Nawaz also had a heated exchange of words with
customs authorities.

According to Shiraz, money-laundering cases in-
volving a whopping Rs80 billion have been registered
against the main accused Ra Nawaz. He said that
Nawaz was the mastermind behind money launder-
ing to the tune of Rs 80 billion which was done on
the pretext of importing the solar panels. He said it
was a pity that the national kitty was suffering heavy
losses only because of the inadequacy of stringent
laws to lay a strong hand on such culprits and award
them exemplary punishment. Shiraz said improper
action is an encouragement for others to also indulge
in this illegal activity.

Earlier, the Senate Standing Committee on Fi-
nance expressed its dissatisfaction with the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) over its handling of the in-
vestigation into the trade-based money laundering of
over Rs 70 billion through the import of solar panels.

The Committee, chaired by Senator Saleem-
Mandviwalla, discussed the issue for the third time
but found the latest report by the SBP inadequate
and lacking fresh information or progress.

The Committee members questioned why the
SBP was not sharing the full details of the case when
the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) had already es-
tablished the evidence of money laundering through
the duty-free imports of solar panels.

A representative of the SBP told the Committee
that the banks involved in the case had been identi-
fied and penalised. However, he did not disclose the
names of the bank or the relevant persons.

The Committee members, including PML (N)’s
Musadik Malik and SaadiaAbbasi and PTT’s Mohsin
Aziz, asked the SBP to provide the complete infor-
mation and the names of the banks to the Senate
panel. Senators also pointed out that money launder-
ing was a serious offence, especially at a time when
the country was facing foreign exchange constraints
and had to restrict essential imports.

Mandviwalla said he had been suggesting that
the case should be referred to the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) for a thorough probe, as the SBP
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Pakistan Customs team faced strong resistance in the arrest of
Rab Nawaz, the main accused in the Rs 80billion scam carried

out under the guise of solar panel imports,” Shiraz Ahmad,
Director of Post Clearance Audit Customs South Karachi told

the media

'was not giving a clear picture to the Committee.
Malik said the FBR and Customs authorities had
revealed that 63 importers had laundered money
through over-invoicing of solar panels, but this was
based on an audit of only 200 out of 450 importers.
He said the total amount of money laundering could
be as high as $2.5 billion if all the importers were
audited. Customs officials reiterated their stance that
they had started the investigation in October 2022
and found 63 importers involved in over-invoicing
of solar panels, which were imported from China

Authorities attempted to
arrest him during the hearing
of another trial in the solar
panel money laundering case
at the Customs Court. However,
he managed to obtain pre-ar-
rest bail from the Customs
Court as well as the High Court

but payments were routed to the UAE or Singapore.
They said the solar panels were not physically exam-
ined by the customs as they were duty-free items and
only good declarations (GDs) were presented to the
customs desks.

The FBR had reported that solar panels had
emerged as a high-risk item for over-invoicing and
trade-based money laundering due to their duty-free
import status and the absence of sales tax on local
supply. The Federal Board of Revenue said the so-
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lar panels, which were imported at Rs72.83 billion,
were sold in the domestic market at almost half the
price, i.e. Rs45.61 billion.

Customs officials said they had registered cases
against the major suspects, including Rab Nawaz
and his wife of Bright Star Company, who were
now on bail. Senator Mohsin Aziz said the Bright
Star had laundered around Rs40 billion through two
banks. Sources have revealed that sensitive agen-
cies have joined the probe into the massive money
laundering scam involving solar panel imports. The
agencies have approached Customs authorities and
sought all data related to the import of solar panels
and the illegal transfer of money.

According to a recent report by the Director-
ate of Post Clearance Audit Customs South, solar
panel importers had over-invoiced their imports by
Rs69.50 billion and moved black money out of the
country. The report found that 63 importers import-
ed solar panels at prices much higher than their mar-
ket value, using the duty and tax-free import system.
The report also exposed a discrepancy between the
income tax returns and the financial volume of the
importers, as well as significant cash deposits and re-
mittances to third countries.

The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has
also stepped in and asked the Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) to take action against the culprits. The
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has also wanted the
federal ministries to compile a list of reputable so-
lar panel importers who can be granted import per-
missions without the risk of money laundering and
over-invoicing. The FBR assigned the PCA South
Directorate to conduct sector-wise audits of solar
panel importers to investigate the matter. m
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akistan’s leading Enterprise Resource

Planning (ERP) companies have secured

a transformative equity partnership with

Saudi and Pakistani investors at the tech
destination Pakistan pavilion, a collaborative effort
organized by the Pakistan Software Export Board
(PSEB) and TDAP at LEAP 2024.

This landmark investment not only signifies a
pivotal moment for Pakistan’s I'T industry but also
underscores Saudi Arabia’s role as a global advo-
cate for Pakistan’s technological capabilities, as re-
marked by Ahmed Farooq, Pakistan’s Ambassador
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA).

The third edition of the LEAP conference and
exhibition, a beacon for cutting-edge technology,
artificial intelligence (AI) initiatives, and innova-
tions concluded. This premier event boasted a gath-
ering of over 1,800 local and international exhib-
itors, approximately 1,000 technical experts, and
600 startups.

Key discussions with the Ministry of Communi-
cation and Information Technology (MCIT) under-
scored the potential for bilateral collaboration and
highlighted Pakistan’s capability to meet the diverse
needs of KSA’s evolving economy.

Furthermore, meetings with ELM explored col-
laborative possibilities in acceleration centres and
future projects, while discussions with SDAIA fo-
cused on potential collaborations and partnerships
in artificial intelligence.

Further strengthening Pakistan’s presence on
the global tech stage, a significant partnership has
been forged between Jazz, Pakistan’s premier dig-
ital operator, and TenX, an acclaimed global con-
sultancy. This collaboration aims to revolutionize
data management through Enterprise Feature Store
(EFS) and Predictive AI Models.

P@SHA, in a historic move, has signed its larg-
est MoU to date during this mega event. This col-
laboration focuses on fostering cooperation and en-
hancing business-to-business engagement with the
IT Association of Bahrain.

Furthering the spirit of collaboration, Inbox
Technologies has entered a partnership deal with
Saudi Arabia’s GISSAN, showcasing the strength
of cross-border cooperation in driving technologi-
cal advancement.

The success and momentum generated at LEAP
2024 reinforce Pakistan's position as a key player
in the global tech ecosystem, fostering innovation,
collaboration, and growth.

Among the standout achievements, Pakistan’s
leading ERP company has secured a transformative
equity partnership with Saudi and Pakistani inves-
tors at the TechdestiNation Pakistan pavilion, a col-
laborative effort organized by the Pakistan Software
Export Board (PSEB) and TDAP at LEAP 2024.

This collaboration aims to revolutionize data
management through Enterprise Feature Store
(EFS) and Predictive AI Models.

Additionally, Abacus and ELM have solidified
their commitment to innovation by officially sign-
ing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), lay-
ing the groundwork for future synergies.

The focus of this collaboration is on fostering
cooperation and enhancing business-to-business
engagement with the IT Association of Bahrain.

Furthering the spirit of collaboration, Inbox
Technologies has entered a partnership deal with
Saudi Arabia’s GISSAN, showcasing the strength
of cross-border cooperation in driving technologi-
cal advancement.

The CEO of PSEB Ms. Aisha Humera Moriani
held pivotal meetings with high-ranking officials
from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), paving
the way for future collaborations.

Key discussions with the Ministry of Communi-
cation and Information Technology (MCIT) under-
scored the potential for bilateral collaboration and
highlighted Pakistan’s capability to meet the diverse
needs of KSA’s evolving economy.

Furthermore, meetings with ELM explored col-
laborative possibilities in acceleration centers and
future projects, while discussions with SDAIA fo-
cused on potential collaborations and partnerships
in artificial intelligence.
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This landmark investments not only signifies a pivotal
moment for Pakistan’s IT industry but also underscores Saudi
Arabia’s role as a global advocate for Pakistan’s technological
capabilities, as remarked by Ahmed Farooq, Pakistan’s

Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA)

Building on previous engagements with DCQ,
connections were strengthened to explore oppor-
tunities for expanding business in DCO member
states.

Speaking to the media, Ms. Aisha Moriani,
CEO of the Pakistan Software Export Board, high-
lighted the significant impact of Pakistan’s partici-
pation in LEAP, with last year witnessing a remark-
able 60% growth in IT trade with KSA. This year’s
participation, featuring over 70 companies and 800
delegates, holds even greater potential, reflecting
Pakistan’s robust presence in the global tech land-
scape.

Pakistan’s presence on the
global tech stage, a significant
partnership has been forged
between Jazz, Pakistan’s
premier digital operator, and
TenX, an acclaimed global
consultancy. This collaboration
aims to revolutionize data
management through
Enterprise Feature Store (EFS)
and Predictive Al Models

The success and momentum generated at LEAP
2024 reinforce Pakistan’s position as a key player
in the global tech ecosystem, fostering innovation,
collaboration, and growth.
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Muhammad Azfar Ahsan, Pakistan’s former
minister for investment & founder, of Nutshell
Group, speaking at LEAP, the world’s leading tech
event, acknowledged the dynamic leadership of
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman, com-
mending his visionary initiatives.

He called for enhanced collaboration between
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan to foster mutual growth
and prosperity.

Azfar elaborated that Pakistan’s emergence as
a prominent player in the freelance industry high-
lights both the country’s skilled workforce and its
adaptability to the global digital economy. With
approximately two million active freelancers, it
is evident that Pakistan’s entrepreneurial spirit is
thriving, bolstered by technological advancements
and a growing young population eager to seize op-
portunities in the digital marketplace.

Talking of women empowerment, Azfar re-
ferred to the reserved women’s quota seats in the
Pakistani Parliament aimed at maximizing diver-
sity, productivity, and innovation.

Azfar emphasized the importance of further
cooperation between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
across various sectors, including agriculture, refin-
ery, healthcare, food security, and mining projects.
He noted the growing interest of Pakistani tech-
nology firms in the Saudi Arabian market, and
Saudi business houses exploring joint ventures in
Pakistan, particularly in the realms of B2B and
B2G.

LEAP, attracted an impressive presence from
Pakistan, including businesspersons, government
representatives, technology experts, investors, etc.
illustrative of the growing ties between the two na-
tions along with their shared commitment towards
technological advancement and progress. m
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Ufone 4G, Huawei win prestigious GSMA

Islamabad: Ufone 4G &
Huawei won the GSMA
GLOMO award for the cate-
gory ‘Best Mobile Innovation
for Emerging Markets’ at the
Mobile World Congress for
groundbreaking solution of
Microwave SuperHub. The
global first-ever trial and
commercial deployment of
the SuperHub feature was
done in Ufone network dur-
ing Q4 2023 enhancing the
spectral efficiency of the mi-
crowave spectrum.

Microwave spectrum, a
critical asset in today's digital
landscape, demands efficient
utilization to meet the ever-
growing demands of wireless
technologies, as the chal-
lenges facing microwave
backhaul networks have in-
tensified, particularly in
emerging markets such as de-
veloping countries with lesser
optical fiber footprints.

In response to these chal-
lenges, Huawei and Ufone
4G joined forces & unveiled
the groundbreaking Super-
Hub solution. Designed to
overcome the hurdles posed

by limited spectrum re-
sources, spatial constraints
and frequency acquisition dif-
ficulties, SuperHub has en-
abled Ufone to maximize
microwave spectrum reuse
with wunprecedented effi-
ciency.This was made possi-
ble by reuse of same

grees. Ufone recorded a re-
markable 50% spectrum sav-
ing without any compromise
on quality.

Jafar Khalid, Group
Chief Technology and Infor-
mation Officer, PTCL &
Ufone 4G commented, “We
are absolutely delighted that

Global Mobile GLOMO award

independent judges and 30
awards across 6 categories,
have recognized the joint
contributions of Ufone and
Huawei in finding an innova-
tive solution to optimizing
microwave spectral efficiency,
enhancing capacity and re-
ducing interference. This ad-

microwave frequency chan-
nel across multiple links at
aggregation site with a spatial
separation as low as 20 de-

Global Mobile (GLOMO)
Awards, which are the indus-
try’s most prestigious acco-
lade with over 200

vancement in global backhaul
connectivity represents a par-
adigm shift in how terrestrial
microwave networks will be

built in future, and we are
proud to be the front-runner
in this journey”.

James Zeng, Global Pres-
ident of Huawei Microwave
Product Line, explained,
"With increasing demands on
existing network infrastruc-
ture, systemic optimizations
are critical to improve per-
formance and experience.
Our SuperHub solution inno-
vation uses existing frequen-
cies to greatly Dboost
bandwidth, enhance user ex-
perience, and optimize the
TCO for operators. We are
confident that this technol-
ogy breakthrough will help
Ufone release more capacity
from their existing spectrum
resources and also pave the
way for future dense network
deployments and evolution”.

As the digital landscape
continues to evolve, Huawei
and Ufone 4G remain com-
mitted to driving innovation
and empowering networks
with cutting-edge solutions
that address the most press-
ing challenges in the telecom-
munications industry.=

Telecom sector role vital for economic uplift says Minister of
State for IT and Telecom

Islamabad: President and
Group CEO PTCL Hatem Ba-
matraf called on Minister of
State for IT and Telecommuni-
cation Shaza Fatima Khawaja
in her office recently.

Matters related to telecom
sector, 5G rollout, Right of Way
(RoW) and fiberization were
discussed in the meeting.

Minister of State for I'T and
Telecommunication said tele-
com sector has pivotal role in
the economic development of
country. She said it is important
that matters regarding 5@,
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Right of Way and others
progress rapidly.

Hatem Bamatraf said UAE
wanted further stability in bilat-
eral matters with Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Chairman
Higher Education Commission
(HEC) Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed
called on Minister of State for
IT Shaza Fatima Khawaja.

IT graduates training pro-
gram, startups and capacity
building of youth were dis-
cussed in the meeting.

Minister of State for IT
Shaza Fatima Khawaja said li-

aison between industry and ac-
ademia is vital, and demand-
supply gap in IT field must
reduce.

She said that youth of Pak-
istan has great talent and there is
need of the capacity building of
our youth and chanelizing their
energies. She said all the imped-
iments will be removed in the
way of country's development.
The meeting was also attended
by Additional Secretary, MoITT
Aisha Humera Moriani, Mem-
ber IT Syed Junaid Imam and
officers of the Ministry. m

Alibaba.com h

osts top seller meetup in

Lahore to bolster B2B entrepreneurs

Lahore: Alibaba.com, a lead-
ing platform for global business-
to-business (B2B) e-commerce,
has successfully held a supplier
gathering with the theme “Ace
The Race” in Lahore as part of
its Top Seller Meetup event se-
ries. The series aims to enable
local entrepreneurs in the manu-
facturing and trading sectors to
access new business opportuni-
ties with offerings available from
Alibaba.com, such as the Veri-
fied Supplier membership.

The "Verified Supplier” is a
membership tier reserved for
high-quality suppliers on Al-
ibaba.com. This exclusive desig-

nation aims to foster greater trust
among buyers. Verified Suppliers
gain access to a dedicated online

pavilion on Alibaba.com, where
they can showcase their products
and enjoy enhanced visibility to
potential buyers. These features

are particularly beneficial for eli-
gible Pakistani companies seek-
ing to enter the global market, as

they help these businesses estab-
lish credibility and differentiate
themselves from the competi-
tion.m

Chairman PTA calls on
Shaza Fatima

Islamabad:  Chairman
PTA Major General (Retd)
Hafeezur Rehman calls on
Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja during the
meeting, which discussed 5G
spectrum auctions, connec-
tivity, and the telecom indus-
try.

Providing affordable and

cYy

quality telecom and internet
services is the first priority of
the government, says Shaza
Fatima. She further said our
focus is to promote digitaliza-
tion in the country and solve
the problems related to it.
Making the youth a part of
the digital system will pro-
vide dignified employment
opportunities, she added.m
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Hashoo Group, AJK govt forge strategic
partnership to boost regional development

Islamabad: In a significant
move to catalyze the socio-eco-
nomic growth of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK), Hashoo
Group, in collaboration with the
AJK Government, has an-
nounced a new partnership
aimed at advancing the region’s
educational, hospitality,
tourism, and community devel-
opment sectors.

This Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) was signed
by Haseeb A. Gardezi, Chief
Operating Officer of the Hospi-
tality and Education Division,
Hashoo Group, and Dawood
Muhammad, Chief Secretary,
AJK.

The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU), symboliz-
ing a shared commitment
towards the prosperity of AJK,
was formalized in a ceremony at
the Kashmir House, Islamabad,
earlier this week with dignitaries
from the AJK government and
Hashoo Group’s senior leader-

ship in attendance.

The collaboration aims to
enhance AJK’s tourism and hos-
pitality sectors through the edu-
cational and economic

economic development.

The multi-faceted partner-
ship encompasses several key as-
pects to  boost AJK's
development across various sec-

empowerment initiatives of
Hashoo School of Hospitality
Management and Hashoo
Foundation, which offer special-
ized training to empower the
local workforce and stimulate

tors and promote sustainable
growth. There will be a focus on
areas like education and the eco-
nomic upliftment of marginal-
ized communities and women,
aligning with the UN Sustain-

able Development Goals to im-
prove residents’ overall well-
being.

To boost AJK''s tourism ap-
peal, the partnership will also
focus on upgrading infrastruc-
ture and services, emphasizing
the integration of Hashoo
Group’s prestigious Pearl-Conti-
nental Hotels and Resorts, PC
Legacy, and Hotel One brands.

Deputy Chairman & CEO
of Hashoo Group, Murtaza
Hashwani, highlighted the part-
nership’s significance, stating:
“This partnership embodies our
dedication to strengthening
AJK’s potential and enriching
the lives of its people through
sustainable development initia-
tives. We aim to make signifi-
cant strides in education,
tourism, and community em-
powerment projects, especially
for women. We are thrilled to
collaborate with the AJK Gov-
ernment and look forward to a
prosperous journey.”'s

TECNO Spark 20 Pro+ becomes best-selling phone
of the year for just PKR 55,999

Lahore: The TECNO
Spark 20 Pro+, the latest addi-
tion to the SPARK family,
achieved remarkable success
upon its launch, quickly be-
coming one of the best-selling
phones of the year. The initial
high demand led to a rapid
sellout, prompting a swift re-
sponse from the manufacturer,
who immediately restocked
the phones to meet the over-
whelming interest from the
customers. This surge in pop-
ularity shows the device's ap-
peal and highlights its strong
position in the market. The ex-
citing part is that TECNO has
successfully restocked the
TECNO Spark 20Pro+ smart-
phone lineup, resolving any
previous inventory concerns

and ensuring our customers
can access their favorite de-

unique and futuristic design,
complemented by enhanced

TECNO

SEAMLESS
CURVED SCREEN |

STROMG

SUPERB
GORILLA GLASS 120Hz AMOLED

SPARK 20:

vices at the same prices.
The new TECNOSPARK
20 Pro+ stands out with its

features, all offered at an at-
tractive price point of PKR
55,999 only. Within its diverse

color options, the Magic Skin
20 Green variant has proven to
be a top-seller, consistently
winning favor among con-
sumers. Even with its popular-
ity, this colour is still easily
accessible in the market, re-
flecting its ongoing demand
and preference among users
looking for a stylish and ad-
vanced smartphone experi-
ence.

If you are also interested in
buying the new TECNO
SPARK 20 Pro+, consider vis-
iting their official website or
rea ching out to their trusted
suppliers. This way, you can
explore the available variants
at the standard market rate for
a straightforward purchase ex-
perience.m

PTA's QoS survey evaluates cellular services

Islamabad: To measure the
performance and quality of
Cellular Mobile Operators’
(CMOQOs) services being pro-
vided to customers, the Pak-
istan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) carried out an
Independent Quality of Service
(QoS) Survey in 17 cities of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab,
Sindh Balochistan and three
cities of Azad Jammu & Kash-
mir (AJK).

Survey routes were selected
to cover main roads, service
roads, and key
sectors/colonies, totalling
14,000 kilometres in 79 days to
cover the maximum area said a
news release.

Mobile handsets, set to
technology auto-detect and 3G
locked modes, were employed

for Voice Calls, SMS, and Mo-
bile Broadband/Data sessions,
especially in AJ&K cities. The

survey included 0.25 million
tests for Data, 45,000 for Voice
& SMS, and 0.13 million tests
in Qokla, utilizing automated
QoS Monitoring & Bench-
marking Tools to ascertain

compliance with Next Genera-
tion Mobile Service (NGMS)
licenses as well as Cellular Mo-
bile Network Quality of Serv-
ice (QoS) Regulations 2021.
Based upon the compliance
level of each KPI in surveyed
cities against the threshold de-
fined in the respective licenses
and QoS Regulations, CMOs
were ranked 1st to 5th in Mo-
bile Network Coverage and
Voice Services. In the Mobile
Broadband Speed segment,
rankings were based on factors
like highest data download &
upload speed, network latency,
and webpage loading time.
The survey results indicate
that CMOs are compliant con-
cerning upload and download
speed to a great extent, with
improvements in network la-

tency and webpage loading
time compared to previous sur-
veys. However, certain Voice
KPIs fall below licensed thresh-
olds in specific areas. Operators
employing advanced technolo-
gies like LTE Carrier Aggrega-
tion and Voice over LTE
deliver better quality of serv-
ices. Instructions have been is-
sued to operators for necessary
improvements to meet quality
standards. Survey results are
available on PTA's website
(https://pta.gov.pk/en/con-
sumer-support/qos-
survey/qos-survey).

PTA field teams are dili-
gently conducting service qual-
ity monitoring to encourage
operators to enhance mobile
services and promote healthy
competition.m

I NATIONAL NEWS

Jazz holds tree
plantation drive

Peshawar: Jazz organized a
tree plantation drive in the
Hayatabad area of Peshawar
as part of its nationwide car-
bon sink project which aims to
promote environmental con-
servation and combat climate
change.

Captain (Retd.) Khalid
Mehmood and Director Gen-
eral (DG) Peshawar Develop-
ment Authority (PDA) were
the chief guests on the occa-
sion. The ceremony was also
attended by Additional D.G.
PDA Manzoor Yousaf, Direc-
tor PDA Sajid Khan, Jazz em-
ployees and school children.s

Emirates Airline
supports local char-
ity in Islamabad

Islamabad: In its 25th year of
operations in Islamabad, Emi-
rates Airline has stepped up to
support children in the local
community by teaming up with
SOS Children’s Village Islam-
abad. The airline collaborated
with the charity organisation to
provide much-needed blankets to
the orphaned students and their
caretakers.

Emirates’ charitable initiative,
led by Salem Al Mana, Emirates’
Regional Manager — Pakistan
and other members of its local
sales team, reflects the airline’s
ethos of giving back to the com-
munities in which it operates.

In addition to donating the
blankets to the orphanage’s man-
agement at its premises in Islam-
abad, the team also spent quality
time with the children, engaging
in exciting activities and sharing
inspirational stories. By partner-
ing with organizations like SOS
Children’s Village Islamabad,
Emirates continues to uphold its
values of enriching the commu-
nities it serves and supporting
disadvantaged children.m

Amnesty urges Pak-
istan to immediately
restore X

Islamabad: Despite the
Court directing the restoration
of citizens’ access to popular
social media service X, it has
remained inaccessible in Pak-
istan, Human rights watchdog
Amnesty International has
called on the government to
immediately restore social
media platform X, which has
been blocked in the country
since February 17, days after
the general elections were held
on February 8.=
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Jazz, Tech Valley join forces to empower young
minds with 'Digital Safar' program

Islamabad: Jazz, Tech Val-
ley join forces to empower
young minds with 'Digital
Safar' program

Islamabad::Jazz has part-
nered with Tech Valley to intro-
duce the ‘Digital Safar’
program to schools across Pak-
istan to equip more than
300,000 students with founda-
tional coding skills and essential
internet safety practices, prepar-
ing them for the opportunities
and challenges of the digital
landscape.

Leveraging the strengths of
two of Google's flagship pro-
grams — 'Google CS First' and
'‘Be Internet Awesome' — the
‘Digital Safar’ program pro-

vides an extensive curriculum
encompassing coding, compu-
tational thinking, digital citizen-
ship, and equally importantly,

14 years from diverse back-

grounds, said a news release.
Commenting on the part-

nership, Syed Fakhar Ahmed,

online safety. Utilizing interac-

Chief Corporate & Regulatory

tive online modules and hands-
on activities, the program
ensures accessibility and en-
gagement for students aged 8-

Affairs Officer at Jazz, said, "At
Jazz, we believe that access to
quality digital education and
online safety are fundamental

rights for every child, regardless
of their background or circum-
stances. This collaboration with
Tech Valley exemplifies our
commitment to empowering
Pakistan’s youth with the digital
knowledge and skills they need
to create the Digital Pakistan
that we envision.”

Umar Farooq, CEO Tech
Valley Pakistan said: “We're de-
lighted to collaborate with Pak-
istan’s digital frontrunner Jazz
in introducing the 'Digital Safar'
program to schools across Pak-
istan. This initiative aims to in-
fuse excitement into learning,
ensuring active engagement,
and empowering students with
essential skills vital for excelling

in the digital era."

The partnership is the con-
tinuation of Jazz’s unrelenting
focus on the digital literacy and
enablement of the Pakistani
youth. In 2021, Jazz also part-
nered with The Citizens Foun-
dation (TCF) to digitally
transform 1,652 TCF schools
and train 266,000 students
across Pakistan and AJK.
Through Tech Valley — a social
enterprise that designed the
program along with Google to
help address the rising concerns
of internet safety and upskilling
the youth — Jazz is expecting
large-scale upskilling of thou-
sands of children and teachers
across Islamabad schools.=

Zong 4G and JS Zindigi partner up to
facilitate users with banking-as-a-ser-
vice integration in MZA

Islamabad: Zong 4G and
JS Zindigi announced a lucra-
tive partnership to offer Bank-
ing-as-a-Service (BaaS) within
the My Zong App (MZA).

JS Zindigi is a digital finan-
cial services provider in Pak-
istan, offering a
comprehensive suite of mobile
wallet solutions and digital
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The signing ceremony took
place at Zong 4G headquar-
ters, signed by CFO Zong 4G
Huang Zhidong and CEQO JS
Zindigi Numan Azhar.

FWO, PPL ink
deal for mineral
0

Peshawar: Frontier Works
Organization (FWQ) and Pak-
istan Petroleum Ltd (PPL)
have inked an agreement for
mineral exploration.

Both entities will target ex-
ploration activities within
Chagai area of Balochistan,
leveraging their distinct areas
of expertise. The primary goal
is to foster cooperation in the
pursuit of copper and gold ex-
ploration projects.Expected
outcomes of this partnership
include bolstering Pakistan's
mineral sector and attracting
international expertise. m

banking services. Based on a
dedicated team empowered by
the latest technology, uphold-
ing the highest ethical stan-
dards seeking to create value

for their stakeholders and a re-
sponsible contribution to soci-
ety.

This collaboration brings
greater financial convenience
to Zong 4G’s broad user base.
My Zong App users can now
open JS Zindigi wallet ac-
counts directly within the app,
enabling them to avail a range
of JS Zindigi's digital financial
services. This integration will
allow users to effortlessly top-
up their mobile accounts, settle
postpaid bills, and purchase
Zong 4G data bundles.“We
are excited to partner with JS
Zindigi to integrate their BaaS
solutions within the MZA,”
said CFO Huang Zhidong.=

Telenor conducts 1st female
sales trainee program 'Parvaaz

Islamabad: Telenor Pak-

istan's first female sales trainee
program Parvaaz Telenor Pak-

istan conducted a two-day ori-
entation bootcamp for its newly
onboarded Parvaaz female sales
trainees. Parvaaz, the industry’s
first-of-its-kind sales trainee pro-
gram, 1s dedicated to cultivating
diversity and inclusion within
sales roles, empowering fresh fe-
male graduates to challenge
conventional views of sales as a
male-dominated field.

PTCL Group steps up as Gwadar
battles floods, delivering drinking water

Quetta: In response to the
devastating floods sweeping
through Gwadar, Pakistan’s
largest telecommunications

ensure a steady supply of
clean drinking water is deliv-
ered directly to those reeling
from the disaster.

©ptel

wHone s

and integrated ICT services
provider, PTCL Group joined
forces with Pakistan Red
Crescent (PRC) to provide es-
sential relief and deliver up to
30,000 liters of clean drinking
water every day for a month
to the affected communities.
Torrential rains have
plunged Gwadar into chaos,
displacing families and leav-
ing them desperately short of
necessities, with clean water
being the most pressing con-
cern. Recognizing the urgency
of the situation, PTCL Group
and PRCS have stepped up to
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Commenting on the ef-
fort, Syed Atif Raza, Chief
Marketing Officer, PTCL &
Ufone 4G, said, “Access to
clean water is indeed a funda-
mental human right, crucial
for survival. PTCL Group, in
collaboration with Pakistan
Red Crescent, is acutely
aware of this pressing need.
Our joint efforts are dedicated
to delivering clean drinking
water to thousands of af-
fected families in Gwadar.
Recognizing the indispensa-
ble role water plays in sustain-
ing life, we tirelessly work

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

towards ensuring impacted
communities have unfettered
access to this vital resource.
Together, we are dedicated to
creating a positive impact in
the lives of those who are in

need.”
In the forefront of disaster
response  efforts, PTCL

Group exemplifies a commit-
ment to aiding the affected
community in Gwadar. Be-
yond the provision of clean
drinking water, earlier Ufone
4G had extended a helping
hand by offering 70 free min-
utes for calls over 7 days so
that the affected communities
can stay connected and reach
out to the relief organiza-
tions. By enabling individuals
to stay connected with their
loved ones in times of dis-
tress, the Group stands as a
beacon of support and re-
silience in the face of adver-
sity.m

Held at the Telenor 345
headquarters, this bootcamp
marks a significant milestone in

mitment to nurturing diversity
and inclusion in the workplace.
With 11 onboarded sales
trainees having placements in
major cities including Peshawar,
Faisalabad, Lahore, Karachi, Is-
lamabad, and AJK, the program
aims to create a more represen-
tative workforce while tapping
mnto fresh talent pools.m

Kashf Awards
honour excep-
tional female
entrepreneurs

Lahore: Kashf Foundation
organised Kashf Women Entre-
preneurship Awards 2024 to ac-
knowledge and celebrate the
remarkable achievements of
their female clients who have
demonstrated exceptional re-
silience and emerged as success-
ful entrepreneurs. At the heart
of this celebration lies a partner-
ship that has amplified the im-
pact of these achievements —
the collaboration between
Kashf Foundation and Govern-
ment of Canada. Together, both
have forged a path that not only
breaks barriers but builds
bridges for women to make
their dreams into a reality.m
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vivo Y36
~
Display 6.64"
Front 16MP
il Rear Camera 50+2MP
RAM & ROM
8GB+128GB
44W FlashCharge
/
vivo V29e 5G
~
Display 6.55"
Front Camera:50MP
Camera Rear Camera:64+8MP
Battery 4800mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 8GB+256GB
44W Flash Charge
/
vivo Y17s
N
Display 6.56"
Front Camera:8MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP
RAM & ROM
4GB+128GB
6GB+128GB
4

vivo V30 5G

Display 6.78"
Front Camera:50MP
Camera Rear Camera:50+50+2MP
Battery 5000mAh
RAM & ROM
12GB+256GB
Charging 80W Flash Charge
vivo Y27s
Display 6.64"
Front Camera:8MP
Camera Rear Camera:50+2MP
Battery 5000mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 6GB+128GB
Charging 44W Fast Charge

Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera:13MP

5000mAh

B
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VGO TEL Beauty VGO TEL New 24

UNVEILING
INNOVATION

4GB RAM + 4GB Extended RAM /128GB ROM

z
<
g
>

Dynamic, Reliable, Vibrant!

1s.20,489

rs.19,499

Mediatek Helio G36 Octa Core 2.2GHz

Oppo A77
Rs. 69,999

Oppo A17

Rs. 36,999

N i
Chipset: MediaTek MTB765G
Helio G35 CPU: Octa-core
(4 2.3 GHz Cortex-A53 + 4 x Body 160.8x78.1 x 7.7 mm
1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)
E 6.56 Inches IPS LCD =T Y
Dlsplay Capacitive Touchscreen Dlsplay 6.56
Front: 8 MP, fi2.0, 26mm (wide) — —
Camera . Back: Dual Camera: 50 MP, Camera ront Lamera are
- 1.8, (wide), PDAF + 2 MP, f12.4, (depth) - Camera 50MP+2MP
5000 mAh
Battery P montrewbii) Battery 5000mAh
\'(=00e13') RAM&ROM 4GB + 128GB \Eilela'd RAMEGROM 4GB + 64GB
Charging 33W Fast Charging Charging 10W
7 ¥

HONOR X6 )

S50MP 5000mAh Expandable Storage .
Triple Camera | Battery Uptw 1TB Redm| NOte 13 Pr'O

Every shot iconic
PKR. 40,999 PKR. 46,999

—_— |":- &7W turbo charging :_ 3 200MP OIS camera
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Realme 9 Pro Plus
Rs. 96,999

Realme 7 Pro

Rs. 49,999
) I
Chipset: Mediatek Dimensity 920, CPU: Chipset: Qualcomm SM7125 Snapdragon
Processor Ocla-core (2x2.5 GHz Corlex Processor 7206 (8 nm), CPU: Octa-core (2% 2.3
-AT8 & 6x2.0 GHz Cortex-A55) GHz Kryo 465 Gold + & x 1.8 GHz Kryo 465 Silver)
\ " \ 6.4 Inches Super AMOLED
DIS Ia 6.4 Super AMOLED Dls Ia .
Capacitive Touchscreen p y Capacitive Touchscreen
Fmr1|tr3 13@ lell g'u, rj?lrmpr éﬂe} Front: 32 MP, Main: Quad Camera 64 MP
o R, T VA ? . £/L.8, 26mm (wide), 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP,
SCINCIEN | Comen SOMR I8, 2anm (wide). CEIUEIEN 123, 16mm (atrawidel, 140" +2 W,
{ultrawide], 1/4.0" + 2 MP, /2.4, (macra) 2.4, (macro) = 2 MP, /2.4, [depth),
4500 mAh
Battery 4500 mAh Battery (Li-Po Non removable)
\[S31s  RAM8GB ROM 128 GB [S0515' RAMROM 8GB + 128GB
J J

rrP. 19,999 NOKIA

Nokia C12 Pro
Confidence

built-in
A05 s “ ' 6GB’/64GB

AWESOME SERIES
Face unlock

64LGB+8GB* NG wiith masic

4+4GB Extended RAM

Type-C Charger PKR 22,999/-

4000mAh Battery

6.6”" HD+

Waterdrop Display

“with Virtuad RamM

55+

RRP. 32,

Q1

Superpowered

Nokia C31 Camera

The big move

trust it SOMP

The right kind of camera

Knowing you are in . for any shot
safe hands
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Camera from Google
6.7” (17.01cm) HD+ display
3-day battery life*

Ad free OS experience** - 8 M P

GB RAM / 64 GB St
4 GB RAM / G orage Selfie Camera

Deeply know your beauty.

AT DT

= @ @ @ / ADVANCETELECOM @ www.advancetelecom.com.pk REEERR §ic= Ssiccatel
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Dcode Cygnal 2
Rs:26,499

Chipset: Mediatek Helio
G25, CPU: 2.0 Ghz Octa Core

Processor

6.52 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 8 MP, Main:
13MP Triple Camera

5000 mAh
(Li-ion Non removable)

Dcode Bold 3 Pro
Rs:42,999

Chipset: MediaTek Helio
G99, CPU: 2.3Ghz Octa Core

6.7 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP,
Main: 50 MP Triple Camera

5000 mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

V/Siel8' RAM 8GB ROM 128GB

Redmi 13C
Bling It On!

Smooth 6.74" 90Hz Display D

Lo aRbred Rs.29,999 |

50MP Al triple camera

Al

256+12GB’

4+8GB Extended RAM

6.6'Big Screen

with Dynamic Bar

SAUTICIRIZED DISTRBUTORS

44 &= Osiccotel

G'FIV

SMART PHONE

u

¥ o0 f @GFIVEPAK

FIRST EVER MOBILE PHONE
ASSEMBLER & MANUFACTURER
N PAKISTAN

]

2EVE

DOUBLE THE VISION L

R - siccote

Big, Bold &
Beautiful

E| 24"LCD

Big Displey

R Bluetooth
g Wireless FM

with Recarding

B 2000 Contacts

Dual SIM Slot
1000mAh

v King Talker
& Digital Camera

Rs.2, 950
#EnjoyBetterLife

0 nepaicsian (0 asmovienadsan 3w terizkaan com
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] IONE #GFIVEDHOOM
E‘_‘ = 'V E £R & MANUFACTURER
SMART P

5 Honor X9a

N A i Rs. 129,999
RPDrEAVUM

32,

[
Memory Carg

Chipset: Qualcomm $ME375 Snapdragon

Processor 695 5G (6 nm) , CPU: Octa-core {21 2.2
GHz Kryo 660 Gold + 6 x 1.7 GHz Kryo 660 Silver}

6.67 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Display

Frant: 16 MF, Main: Triple
[ Camera 64 MP, /1.8, (wide),
Camera PDAF +5 MP, /2.2, (ultrawide)
+2 MP, /2.4, (macro),

Elegane

Dezign

= MAGIC n_ -
Ly

4500mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

Battery

VSalesl RAM 8GB ROM 128GB

¥ B 5 ¥ @GFIVEPAK

Samsung Galaxy A14
Rs. 56,999

Infinix IN3VI

Octa-core (4 x 2.0 GHz

Cortex-A55+4 x 2.0
GHz Cortex-A55)

6.6" PLS LCD Capacitive

Dlsplay Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch

Front: 13 MP, /2.0, (wide),
C Main : Triple Camera: 50 MP, f/1.8
G (wide), PDAF + 5 MPB, 2.2, (ultrawide)
+2 MP, 2.4, (macro),

; 5000mAh
Baﬁe'y (Li-Po Non removable),

@ a n m www.inovitelecom.com.pk % ‘
(=]re

Hello Tech G6
Samsung Galaxy A04
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Rs. 2,125 Rs. 31,499
~
| Chipset: MediaTek Helio, CPU:
EEEERR o core (4 x 2.3 GHz + 4 x 1.8 GHz)
b
Displa 6.5 Inches PLS LCD g §
play Capacitive Touchscreen g o
a g
8 Front: 5 MP, Back: Dual
Power Camera 50 VP, 118
(wide), AF + 2 MP, f/2.4, (depth),
81 Dual sim
5000mAh
[ 18 imch Dispray ; Baﬁery | (Li-Po Non removable)
E};ﬂom ) & E 1200maAn
i . RAM 3GB
4z Y Memory ROM 32GB
D1 Smaft Camera
= i 4
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Infinix Hot 30
Rs.34,999

Chipset: MediaTek Helio G88 CPU
: Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A75
+ 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)
Display
Camera f/1.6, (wide), 1/2.55",
AF 0.08 MP, (depth)

5000 mAh
(Li<ion Non removable)

\U[=1(s18'] RAMBGB ROM 128GB

6.78 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 8 MP, Back: 50 MP,

Redmi A3

S Rs25999 |

- MediaTek Helio G36
| Smooth 6.71" 90Hz display

Charging 33W Fast Charging
=7
. NOTE ini.
VGO TEL Infinix Zero 30
Rs. 64,999
Ultimate Fusion M)
Chipset: Mediatek MT8781 Helio
. H G99 (6nm), CPU: Octa-core
T e it P ehircitlol Blplay™|.  CAMB A1 THo Aoes Camora (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-AT6 + 6 X
2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)
- 6.78 Inches 3D
Dzsplay Curved AMOLED Display
Front: 50 MP, /2.5, (wide),
Back: Triple Camera 108 MP, f/
1.7, (wide), 2 MP, fi2.4, 2 MP, f/2.4
5000 mAh
Battery (Li-Po Non removable)
\U=ilels'l RAM 8GB  ROM 256GB
rs.29,999
- o =ellals]  45W Fast Charging
i
. New
@ VGO TEL .I 5
Redmi Note 13
Every shot iconic
s
© Q
— 6.517" HD+IPS  Mediatek 4GB RAM 5000mAh
GB+256GE | Rs.59, (Drop Notch) Helio G25 64GB ROM built-in Battery

| | 120Hz AMOLED display | | 108MP triple camera
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Tecno Camon 20 Pro

Mean \Orv

667" AMOLED

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 64MP

16GB Ram+256GB ROM
(8GB+8GB Exfended)

33W, Super Chage

5000mAh

678" IPS LCD

Front Camera: 16MP
Rear Camera: 50MP

8GB Ram+256GB ROM

68W, Ultra Chage

Tecno Spark 20C

.i"l-;;r;lv".' 66" IPS LCD

Front Camera: 8MP
Rear Camera: 50MP

8GB Ram+128GB ROM
(LGB+4GB Extended)

18W, Fast Chage

5000mAh

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 108MP

16GB Ram+256GB ROM
(8GB+8GB Extended)

33W, Super Chage

5000mAh

6.78" AMOLED 120Hz

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 108MP

16GB Ram+256GB ROM
(8GB+8GB Extended)

33W, Super Chage

5000mAh

Mm oMV

Front Camera: 8MP
Rear Camera: 13MP

8GB Ram+64GB ROM
(4LGB+4GB Extended)

10W, Chage (Type-c)

5000mAh
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David Geer™s birthday
Tomer hoar.All day

Calendar

¢ 11,000
CONTACTS
WITH EMOJI

USB
70 E

LITHIUM-ION - CHARGING
BATTERY TALK-TIME ~ PORT
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T DUAL
TYPE-C [Elcmse [,

MTK

CHARGING PORT

M1 1200mAh
Battery
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Display
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1) SPEAKER ™1 TORCHLIGHT ==3 CAMERA
(Lﬂ:! 5D Music U Long-Range
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aty Amt
FUTURE TECH APPLE 148 121,748
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE
MOBO MOBILE (FVT.) LIMITED APPLE az 3,969
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE
LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 5,050 6,030,231
MYSHA ENTERPRISES APPLE 1,209 155,809
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE]) LIMITED APPLE
VELOCITY TRADE ENTERPRISES APPLE
GREEN ENTERPRISES APPLE 4,133 726,616
CORETECH APPLE
ROCKERS TRADING APPLE
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION APPLE 4,582 855,164
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE
MOL PAKISTAN APPLE
USRA COMMUNICATION APPLE 984 190,288
PICK N SAVE APPLE 4,778 841,374
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE BES B1,743
HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE
PICK N SAVE AQUOS
PREMIER CODE [PRIVATE] LIMITED D CODE 25,001 1,215,110
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS DOOGEE
FORTLINE (PRIVATE) LIMITED DOQGEE
A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE] LIMITED ETEL 6,000 288,000
POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE] LIMITED HELLO MOBILE
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES HONOR
SICCOTEL TRADING HONOR
ACTION MOBILE INFINIX
INOVI TELECOM [PVT.) UMITED INFINIX 182,210 17,378,425
ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX
CARLCARE SERVICE {PVT.] LIMITED INFINIX s 1,205
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX
TRANSSION TECND ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX 112,500 9,197,941
_EXPERT TRADERS INFINIX
ASIF ASOCIATE INFINIX
M/5. C RIGHT MOBILE INFINIX
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL
CARLCARE SERVICE {PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 8 859
CORETECH ITEL
INOWVI TELECOM (FVT.} LIMITED ITEL
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 74,000 5,144,465
SICCOTEL TRADING ITEL
YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED ME MOBILE
AGA KHAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL COLLEGE FOUNDATION MOTOROLA
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA 5,600 1,064,600
FORTLINE [PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA
| ADVANCE TELECOM NOKIA
AGA KHAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL COLLEGE FOUNDATION NOKIA
SICCOTEL TRADING NOKIA 4 382
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA
ALPHA ENETWORK [PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME
ICONIC STARS ELECTRONICS NO NAME 06 50,700
EURODTEL TRADING NO NAME
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION ND NAME
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPFO 65,500 8,565,500
PICK N SAVE oPPO
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION OPPO
WADQAS TRADERS. OFPO
IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPFO
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED 0 MOBILE
EXERT TECH {PRIVATE] LIMITED REALME 59,000 4,438,000
ACTION MOBILE REALME
Microtel Trading REALME
SUNTON MOBILE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME
SICCOTEL TRADING REALME
PICK N SAVE REALME
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION REALME
HAMZA ENTERPRISES REALME.
ASIF ASOCIATE SAMSUNG
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN PVT LTD SAMSUNG 21 6,680
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE [PRIVATE] LIMITED SAMSUNG
ROHDE & SCHWARZ PAKISTAN (PVT.) LIMITED SAMSUNG
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSLING 73,967 15,202,778
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS SAMSUNG
SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) {PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG
MOBICELL (PRIVATE] LIMITED SAMSUNG
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG
QT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG
EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG
YOUNG TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED 5D MOBILE 4,165 162,720
SICCOTEL TRADING SHARP
DEPLOY (PVT.) LIMITED SPARX 52,520 3,879,762
ACTION MOBILE TECNO
AIR LINK Ci ATION {PVT) LTD TECNO 15,000 1,432,221
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVWT.) LIMITED TECNO
AREEBAH TECHNOLOGIES LIMITED TECNO
MICROTEL TRADING TECNO
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE] LIMITED TECNO 313,230 30,020,630
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) {PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNOQ
CORETECH TECNO
SICCOTEL TRADING TECNO
CARLCARE SERVICE {PVT.) LIMITED TECNG 2 570
EXPERT TRADERS TECNO
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED Vivo 136,406 13,684,274
S5H TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL 64,003 3,516,417
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED VILLAON 3 196
AREEBAH TECHNOLOGIES LIMITED XLAOMI
MICROTEL TRADING AaomI
AL.M SHIPPING & LOGISTICS Xaonmi
EURDTEL TRADING Xlaomi
BAKKA TRADING Hiaomi
CORETECH XIADMI 3,000 587,250
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS XIADMI 2 500
TECH SIRAT [PRIVATE) LIMITED XIADMI
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE] LIMITED X1AOMI 6 1,930
GM TRADERS XIAOMI
_SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED KaoMI 285,600 22,976,869
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED ITE
APPLE 21,791 9,006,943
AQUOS
O CODE 25,001 1,215110
DIGIT 4G
DOOGEE
ETEL 6,000 288,000
HELLO MOBILE
HONOR
INFINIX 294,715 26,577,571
ITEL 74,008 5,145,334
ME MOBILE
MOTOROLA 5,600 1,064,600
NOKIA 4 382
NO NAME 606 50,700
OPPO 65,500 8,565,500
Q MOBILE
REALME 59,000 4,438,000
SPARX 52,520 3,879,762
SHARP
73,988 15,209,458
SD MOBILE 4,185 162,720
TECNO 333232 31,782,121
vivo 136,406 13,684,274
VILLAON 3 196
VGOTEL 64,003 3,516,417
XAQMI 288,608 23,566,549
ITE
Tatal 1,505,150 148,153,636
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on

Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ral n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telecommunication Ltd.

'Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi A3

468+128G8 | Rs.25,99

| _i 6.71" Dot Drop display

B Massive 5000mAh (typ) battery

8MP Al Dual Camera

- Auxiliary Lens
« Film Camera
« HDR Mode

* Portrait Mode

» Time Lapse

Aesthetic sophisticc
Premium design

Matte leather-like texture Elegant glass back
Calm and more sophisticated Transparent mirror sheen

te to the touch with extracrdinary texture. It's not Made of glass, the cover imparts an elegant lustre.
stained by fingerprints, so you can use it worry-free.




Vivo V30 Go

Delight in Every Portrait

ey

*Advertising creativity. Please refer to the actual product for details and configurations.
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