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Note

Telcos

cooperate
with FBR to

block SIMs of

non-filers

To bring more people into the tax net, the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) has embarked upon a comprehensive campaign to block around
five lakh mobile phone SIMs of non-filers if they become filers with
further delay. After the deadline, the FBR started cracking down on the
non-filers by blocking their SIMs, however in phases. In this regard,
the FBR has issued an Income Tax General Order No. 01 of 2024 to
enforce the filing of returns by individuals who do not appear on the
active taxpayer’s list but are liable to file the income tax return for the
tax vear 2023 under the provisions of the Income Tax Ordinance 2001.

The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) and the Telecom
Operators Association of Pakistan refused the demand to block the
mobile phone SIMs of over half a million individuals but accepted the
demand of the FBR and agreed to initiate the manual blocking process
in small batches of non-filers as part of a decision to implement ITGO-
No. 1, issued under Section 114-B of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001.
Telcos always cooperate with the government in any circumstances,
and it is the biggest tax-paying sector in the country.

In this course, en bloc blocking SIMs of over half a million non-
filers is likely to have a serious impact on the commercial activity in the
country particularly those of the telecom companies which eminently
share to national kitty as taxes and will have their business badly
affected if such a large number of SIMs become dysfunctional in one
go.

The FBE has constituted an 18-member joint working group
(JW@G) with representatives from PTA, Ufone, Telenor Pakistan, and
Jazz. However, Zong has no representation on the JWG. In the end,
the FBR succeeded in convincing the PTA and telcos to block SIMs of
non-filers. They have so far, blocked over 11,000 mobile phone SIMs
of non-tax filers and continue to do so.

It is noted that on April 30, the FBR released a comprehensive list
of 506,671 individuals who failed to file their tax returns for 2023.
As a penalty, their mobile phone SIMs were to be promptly blocked.
However, telecom providers objected to the decision and delayed its
execution, which was made under an act of parliament.

Telecom companies collectively forwarded their concerns to the
Ministry of IT, contending that the FBR’s decision to block SIMs
of non-filers was made in undue haste and would adversely impact
telecom customers.

The letter by the cellular mobile operators (CMOs) stated that they
were obligated to provide uninterrupted services to their customers
except in the circumstances mentioned in the Telecom Act and
applicable regulations; there are no instances wherein CMOs can
disconnect or block the service of any customer.

Finally, telecom operators agreed to initiate the manual blocking
process in small batches of non-filers, ending a week-long standoff
over implementing the tax machinery drive to broaden the tax base.
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Mango production plunge

The continuing decline in mango production in Pakistan has
reached a critical point. For the third consecutive year, our
mango yield is suffering with Punjab anticipating a drop
up to 35-40% and Sindh up to 20% in the mango produce.
This significant reduction, expected to cut total production
by 600,000 tonnes, poses a severe threat to our agricultural
economy and export markets.

Climate change 1s wreaking havoc on our mango orchards.
Unpredictable weather patterns, including long winters, heavy
rains, hailstorms, and severe heatwaves, have significantly
impacted the growth and quality of mangoes. As a result,
the quantum of export-quality mangoes is becoming scarce
which 1s a major setback for a country that exports mangoes
to key markets such as China, America, Turkey, and Japan.
The economic implications of this situation are substantial.
Given this, federal and provincial governments must take
immediate and effective action to mitigate the effects of
climate change on our agriculture as we have already lost
much to this phenomena. Increased investment in agricultural
research is crucial to developing new mango varieties that
are resilient to climatic changes and withstand their effects.
Furthermore, comprehensive support for farmers in terms
of modern agricultural practices and disease management
1s essential to sustain and boost mango production. Without
serious and urgent efforts to address these 1ssues, we risk not
only the decline of our prized mango industry on account
of lesser mango produce but also the significant economic
contribution it makes.

Sannan Akram, Lahore

Indirect taxation harms the masses

MIt 1s high time for those at the helm of affairs to understand
that the large majority cannot be squeezed endlessly to benefit
a few. Despite the economists and international financial
institutions raising alarm bells for taking bold decisions to
avert the economic quagmire, the status quo prevails and the
situation is unchanged. The major and fundamental source
to generate revenue is the collection of tax. Other than pep-
talk, there is no effort to collect uniform direct taxation from
all sources generating incomes above a declared uniform
threshold. The existing FBR annual tax exemption 1s Rs 6
lakh, which should be raised to at least Rs 8 lakh. Anyone
earning above this uniform threshold must pay direct income
tax, irrespective of whether they are salaried, traders, farmers,
ete. Instead of doing this, indirect taxation is resorted to, with
the latest being the proposed Carbon Tax Levy.

Countries all over the world resort to indirect taxation only
after they have exhausted all avenues of direct taxation. In
Pakistan, it is the reverse. Almost all political parties, both
within the government and the opposition, during their
respective tenures at the helm of the federal government,
have been unwilling to bring their favorite special interest
groups into the tax net, on some pretext or another. cartels
involved in the sugar, fertilizer, and power sectors. The Power
Purchase Agreement with IPPs, guaranteeing payment based
on their declared capacities, haunts this country. Even a few
IPPs that have not produced any electricity and are shut
down due to technical malfunctions, have to continue to get
guaranteed capacity payments which i1s a major behind the
ever-soaring circular debts on power. This daylight heist can
occur only with the connivance of corrupt bureaucracy and

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

their godfathers within the political executive and powerful
stakeholders. How can an agreement for power purchase be
justified when the power plants are shut down? It defies logic
and reason.

Malik Tarig Ali, Lahore

Wheat policy and common sense

Pakistan has the world’s fifth-largest population, and wheat
1s a crucial part of Pakistam food. Fortunately, Pakistan has
fertile lands and achieves better yields in wheat production
compared to other agricultural outputs. However, despite
this, Pakistan faces wheat shortages and the government 1s
often forced to import wheat each year, even during or just
before the wheat harvesting season. Additionally, Pakistan
supports the wheat demand of neighboring Afghamstan
directly or indirectly.

Each year, wheat imports and local wheat purchases become
controversial. Either farmers are not given government-
issued gunny bags, or the government delays wheat
purchases, forcing farmers to sell their wheat to third parties
at lower rates to avoid the monsoon rains ruining their crops.
Common sense would suggest improving local production
and storage of wheat to avoid imports and potentially become
a wheat-exporting country. The most logical solution would
be to buy as much locally produced wheat as possible
at international rates minus transport costs, store it for
domestic use, and export any surplus to Afghanistan. This
would encourage more farmers to cultivate wheat, thereby
increasing production.

Shahyyar Khan Baseer, Islamabad

Unemployment

Unemployment has gripped the country from all sides, with
jobless people in every street and village in our society.
In Pakistan, particularly in Balochistan, MA and BA
graduates are deprived of jobs. There are graduates who
are forced to work on a daily basis to support their families.
Unemployment stands as a pressing concern that has brought
significant challenges regarding educational infrastructures
and poor communities’ access to opportunities for survival.
The government should address unemployment and provide
facilities that fulfill public requirements.

Palwasha Abdul Jabbar, Karachi

Noise pollution

Generally, when people talk about pollution, they refer to air
and water pollution. Indeed, they are the major categories,
but noise pollution is often neglected even though it ruins
the peaceful environment one needs to carry out a range of
essential activities.

As such, houses close to main roads are more vulnerable to
noise pollution as vehicles playing loud music whizz past
them, disrupting the peace of mind. All of us need to work
actively to focus on the problem and to somehow manage
it effectively.

Abdul Basit Pathan, Khairpur Mirs

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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Govt breaks the
begging bowl seeking
huge investments to
bolster the economy

ECONOMY |

FLARE REPORT

The event was attended by delegates and heads
of Information Technology (IT) organizations in the
UAE as well as Pakistani IT specialists. The event
was also attended by the Deputy Prime Minister,
Foreign Minister Muhammad Ishaq Dar; Minister
for Information Attaullah Tarar; Minister for Com-
merce Jam Kamal Khan; Special Assistant to Prime
Minister Syed Tariq Fatemi and Minister of State
for IT and Telecom Shaza Fatima Khawaja.

Prime Minister Sharif acknowledged and sup-
ported Tech entrepreneurs, IT firms, and experts
from Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates for
uniting and experimenting with the roads for elevat-
ed collaboration in the Telecom and IT industry.

With the UAE leading advanced changes in the
Middle East and positioned as the third biggest des-
tination for Pakistan's IT exports, the Prime Minis-
ter encouraged commitment between Pakistani IT
ventures and their UAE partners for closer coopera-
tion and liaison. The center goal of the event was to
unite UAE-based I'T organizations with solid collab-
orating networks with Pakistani organizations; rec-
ognize examples of overcoming adwversity; and draw
a course for future partnerships toward reinforcing
business-to-business relations and driving develop-
ment for the common advantage of the two nations.

The Pakistani executive head also had an intu-
itive conversation with the members and answered
different queries and ideas. He highlighted the per-
formance of his administration for further develop-
ing the business environment in the digital economy
and welcomed investors to visit Pakistan. The FM
of three MoUs, between Pakistani and UAE IT or-
ganizations to execute digital transformation.

Meanwhile, Minister of State for Information
Technology and Telecommunication Shaza Fatima
Khawaja said, Pakistan is currently the best invest-
ment destination in the Information and other sec-
tors. While addressing UAE-Pakistan Tech Collabo-
ration’s Round Table Session in Abu Dhabi she said,
the government is taking steps to attract foreign in-
vestment in the country under the SIFC.

Notable tech leaders from both countries were
present in the session, according to a news release.

The UAE has vowed $10 billion to invest in promising monetary
areas in Pakistan. This announcement was made after ameeting
between His Highness Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, and PM Shehbaz Sharif. The motivation
behind the meeting was to improve support for the Pakistani
economy and promote cooperation between the two countries

Shaza Fatima said the digitalization process is
underway in the country with the digitalization of
different institutions. The Minister said the IT sector
is the top prionity of the present government. She
said that under the vision of the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, the private sector is being fully encour-
aged and supported in the IT sector. She said Prime
Minister Shehbaz Shanf has been the pioneer of
e-governance and e-services in Pakistan. As Prime
Minister of Pakistan, one of his first directives was
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rime Minister of Pakistan Shehbaz Sharif

has said Pakistan has broken the begging

bowl and his UAE visit focused on collabo-

ration and investments for the mutual bene-
fit of the two countries and seek investments.

With the UAE leading change in the Middle East
and positioned as the 3rd biggest destination for Pa-
kistan’s IT exports, the Prime Minister encouraged
Pakistani IT ventures and their UAE partners to cul-
tivate close liaison.

The UAE has vowed $10 billion to imvest in
promising monetary areas in Pakistan, according to
the UAE Ministry of Investment. This announce-
ment was made after a meeting between His High-
ness Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Pres-
ident of the UAE, and Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Shehbaz Sharif. The motivation behind the meeting
was to improve support for the Pakistani economy
and promote cooperation between the two coun-
tries.

During the meeting in Qasr Al Shati, Pakistan
PM Shehbaz Sharif and Sheikh Mohammed dis-
cussed the opportunities to increase participation
and development in both countries in different
sectors including trade, and economy, and cement
their brotherly ties. The Prime Minister of Pakistan
appreciated his relations with the UAE and sought
broad participation in economic and trade activity
to benefit from the UAE'‘s development venture.

Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Na-
hyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi; Sheikh Moham-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

med bin Hamad bin Tahnoun Al Nahyan, Advisor
for Special Affairs at the Presidential Court; Sheikh
Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler’s Representa-
tive in Al Dhafra Region; Sheikh Hamdan bin Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan; Ali bin Hammad Al
Shamsi, Secretary-General of the Supreme Council
for National Security; Mohamed Mubarak Fadhel
Al Mazrouei, Minister of State for Defence Af-
fairs; Sheikh Abdulla bin Mohammed bin Butti Al
Hamed, Chairman of the National Media Office;
and several other officials were present at the meet-
ing.
Earlier, Pakistan’s PM Shehbaz Sharif reached
Abu Dhabi on a working visit. Prime Minister Shar-
if was received at Abu Dhabi’s Al Bateen Executive
Airport by the Vice President, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, and Chairman of the Presidential Court Sheikh
Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and several offi-
cials. This is Sharif’s first visit to the UAE since his
election early this year. Significant leaders including
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar accompanied the prime minister.

During his wvisit PM Sharif participated in a
round-table meeting named “Innovate Together:
UAE-Pakistan Tech Collaboration” in Abu Dhabi.
The occasion was coordinated by the Pakistan Soft-
ware Houses Association (P@SHA) and Pakistan
Software Export Board (PSEB) in a joint effort with
the Ministry of Information Technology and Tele-
communication; upheld and composed by Pakistan
Embassy in Abu Dhabi.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

to embark on a very ambitious journey of digitiz-
ing Pakistan in three verticals-digital economy, dig-

Prime Minister Sharif acknowl-
edged and supported Tech
entrepreneurs, I'T firms, and
experts from Pakistan and the
United Arab Emirates for join-
ing and exploring the avenues
for elevated collaboration in the
Telecom and I'T industry

ital governance, and digital society, adding that the
unique point of his vision is that all of this has to be
led by the private sector.

Starting from planning to implementation, exe-
cution, and investment, everything has to be led by
the private sector. This is the only way of ensuring
its success, she said. Shaza Fatima said that as the
IT sector has changed the global paradigm in every
walk of life, growth, and success are imperative with-
out partnership and collaboration. On the occasion,
three agreements were signed between Pakistani and
UAE tech companies. These agreements were signed
between Labware Arabia and Maison Consulting,
Info-Tech Group and 800 Inc Holdings, and Minsait
(INDRA) Spain and Info Tech Group. =
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Bakers minting undue
profit despite cut in
flour, maida prices

KITCHEN
CUISINE

.

There are many leading bakerles and confectioneries in
Lahore where people buy foodstuff made of wheat but these
outlets have not decreased the prices of their products. The
major brands of bakeries have a strong monopoly that the
authorities bow down to them. It is the right time to take stern
action against the unjustified profiteers across the country

he district administration of Abbottabad,

the 40th largest city in Pakistan and the

fourth largest in the province of Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, has issued a new price list
for various bakery items and sweets, reflecting a
significant drop in wheat prices. But in Lahore, this
is not the case and the baker’s products are going to
be sold out at high rates despite a marked cut in the
prices of flour and its byproducts.

There are many leading bakeries and confec-
tioneries in Lahore where people buy foodstuffs
made of wheat but these outlets have not decreased
the prices of their products. Among them also in-
clude Bread & Beyond, Khalifa Bakers, Kitchen
Cuisine, Layers Bakeshop, Mini Treats, Bundu
Khan Sweets & Bakers, Jalal Sons, Sulman Sweets,
Gourmet, Malmo, Laraib, Cakes and Bakes, and
many other local bakeries and confectioneries. It
is noted that the national and multinational brands
of biscoits did not reduce the prices of packed
items baked with flour. The major brands of bak-
eries have a strong monopoly that the authorities
bow down to them. It is the right time to take stern
action against the unjustified profiteers across the
country.

Bakery shops are a classic example of monop-
olistic competition. In most towns, various baker-
ies sell similar products in slightly different ways.
However, if there is only one bakery in a particular
area of the town, it can demand a slightly higher
price for its products.

For instance, if any particular bakery is known
for providing the best pastries and loaves of bread
in the town, it can increase its prices. Some bak-
eries may only focus on a certain type of product

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

or flavor. It can leverage this to its advantage due
to its brand name and loyalty among consumers
who can pay slightly more for a better and unique
product.

It is a challenge for district administration, price
control committees, price control magistrates, and
other bodies of main cities to force them to reduce
the prices of bakery items including sweets, bis-
cuits, bread, rusks, cakes, etc. It is suggested that
the government should provide a monthly basis to
all the shops like fruits, vegetables, meat and eggs
list on a daily basis.

Likewise, the dollar has been stable in the coun-
try for the last five months but no relief for the
masses. The motorcycles, electronics goods, and
daily use items have increased manifold but no re-
duction in their prices.

Some two months ago the government has de-
creased the price of roti and naan. But nanbahis
again increased the price of naan as they said the
price of fine flour was not reduced by the govern-
ment so how we can give naan at government rates?

The district administration of Abbottabad has
announced a significant price reduction for a 120-
gram tandoori roti and set the price at 15 rupees.

This decision was made during a meeting of the
Price Review Committee of Abbottabad district, in
compliance with provincial government directives
following a decrease in flour prices.

In response to the reduced prices, the public is
encouraged to report any complaints to the De-
partment of Food Office in Abbottabad, either in
person, in writing, or via phone.

Alongside the reduction in tandoori roti prices,
the administration has also issued a new price list

ECONOMY |
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Azhar Javed

for various bakery items and sweets, reflecting the
significant drop in wheat prices. According to the
updated list, first-grade mixed sweets price would
be 700 rupees, Rasgulla and Gulab Jamun, 750 ru-
pees, Milky Bread (400 grams) 100 rupees, Milky
Bread (800 grams) 200 rupees, Plain Bread (400
grams) 100 rupees, Plain Bread (800 grams) 200
rupees.

For second-grade items including mixed sweets
660 rupees per kilogram, Rasgulla and Gulab Ja-
mun 700 rupees, Milky Bread (400 grams) 100 ru-
pees, Milky Bread (800 grams) 200 rupees, Plain
Bread (400 grams) 100 rupees, Plain Bread (300
grams) 200 rupees,

For third-grade items, mixed sweets 600 rupees,
Rasgulla and Gulab Jamun 650 rupees, Milky
Bread (400 grams) 100 rupees, Milky Bread (300
grams) 200 rupees, Plain Bread (400 grams) 100
rupees, Plain Bread (800 grams) 200 rupees.

The citizens of Abbottabad have appreciated
the district administration’s initiative to lower the
prices of essential items like roti and bakery prod-
ucts, acknowledging the positive impact on house-
hold budgets.

A considerable decrease in the price of refined
flour (maida) has been made but bakers and con-
fectioners have not slashed the rates of their prod-
ucts. Authorities in the provincial government and
the district administration have not yet taken any
measures to make bakers and confectioners reduce
the rates of ﬂmu' product

Refined flour is one of the major ingredients
used in the making of bakery items and sweets.

“The price of an 80 kg bag of refined flour has
come down by Rs 5,000 (from Rs 13,000 to Es
8,000) in recent weeks,” says an official of the local
flour mills association.

According to him, manufacturers are bagging
maximum profit instead of passing the relief to
consumers. He said the public was least informed
when authorities did not take notice of the situa-
tion. Consumers seek roti-like operation

Some consumers said that they had tried to
raise the issue with bakers and their salesmen but
nobody listened to them.

Itis a challenge for district
administration, price control
committees, price control
magistrates, and other bodies
of main cities to force them to
reduce the prices of bakery
items including sweets, bis-
cuits, breads, rusks, cakes, ete

They said the rates of cooking oil, chicken and
other raw materials used for making bakery items
had also been reduced during the last couple of
weeks but the bakers did not pass the relief to the
public. They said the government should run a
drive to get the rates of bakery items and sweets
reduced as it did about the roti price.

For instance, they said, the rates of bread, rusk,
biscuits, cakes, and other such bakery items had re-
mained the same for several months.

An official of the local administration said that
the matter had not been noticed at the government
level m
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Assemblers say
further tax in budget
to shatter local

PMPMA Chairman Mian Abdul Rehma;.n

handset industry

]

40% of phone sets were still feature phones, and smartphone
usage needed to expand to around 80%. We have asked the
authorities to consider the fact that this industry was still
at its infancy stage and soon after the policy was launched,
COVID-19 hit the world economy, which was followed by the
Letter of Credit (L.C) crisis in Pakistan

obile manufacturers have urged the

government to adopt conducive pol-

icies to encourage large-scale assem-

bly of smartphones to meet the local
demand and also boost exports.

In a letter to the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR), which is currently finalising taxation pro-
posals for the upcoming budget, the Pakistan
Mobile Phone Manufacturers Association (PMP-
MA) highlighted that the existing tariff structure
favoured the import of finished products. In con-
trast, up to 50 % of high duties were imposed on
parts, raw materials, and accessories used for local
phone assembly.

“There is around 10% additional cost in as-
sembling various parts to make a finished product,
while the import of mobile chargers, hands-free,
Bluetooth devices, etc., are zero-rated,” senior
member of PMPMA Zeeshan Mianoor said.

He added that due to this lacuna, the localisa-
tion of key parts was suffering, and it was also re-
stricting the expansion of the ‘Make in Pakistan’
branding of mobile phone sets. “We need to over-
come such minor issues if the exports have to be
increased and maintained over a long period,” he
added.

The Association has also asked the FBR to con-
tinue the sales tax relief on local mobile phone as-
sembly in the budget 2024-25. Otherwise, its with-
drawal would increase the price of smartphones.

The mobile assemblers warned that imposing
an 18% sales tax on all mobile phones assembled
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in the country would seriously affect the whole in-
dustry.

The Mobile Device Manufacturing Policy 2020
exempted phone sets up to §350 from sales tax,
while sets above this price range were charged sales
tax.
The Association stated that most phone assem-
blers fall within this range, accounting for 35% of
smartphones nationwide.

There is around a 10%
additional cost in assembling
arious parts to make a finished
produect, while the import of
mobile chargers, hands-free,
Bluetooth devices, etc., are
zero-rated,” senior member of
PMPMA Zeeshan
Mianoor said

PMPMA Chairman Mian Abdul Rehman said
that around 40% of phone sets were still feature
phones, and smartphone usage needed to expand
to around 80%.

“What we have asked the authorities to consid-
er the fact that this industry was still at its infan-
cy stage and soon after the policy was launched,
Cowvid-19 hit the world economy which was fol-
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lowed by the Letters of Credit (L.C) crisis in Paki-
stan”, Mr. Rehman added.

He added that Pakistan needs to advance with a
prevalence of 80-90% smartphone usage as it also
helps generate employment and earning opportu-
nities.

The government’s recent proposal to introduce
an 18% tax on mobile phone units has sparked sig-
nificant concern among various stakeholders in Pa-
kistan. While the aim is to increase revenue, there
are growing worries about its potential impact on
mobile phone affordability and the broader mobile
phone industry in the country.

Industry experts warned that this move would
make mobile phones more expensive, dispropor-
tionately affecting individuals with low incomes.
For many Pakistanis, smartphones are not just a
means of communication but a crucial tool for
their livelihoods. For example, riders and other gig
economy workers rely heavily on affordable smart-
phones to earn a living. The proposed tax could
make it difficult for new entrants to purchase a
smartphone, potentially hindering their ability to
work and earn income.

Currently, Pakistan assembles around 95% of
its mobile phones locally. This local assembly has
been a significant factor in keeping mobile phone
prices relatively low and accessible. However, the
high duties on raw materials have already stunted
the development of the local mobile components
industry. Introducing an 18% tax on SKD and
CED units could exacerbate these issues, making
it even more challenging for local manufacturers to
thrive and innovate.

The timing of this proposed tax is also a cause
for concern. Pakistan is transitioning to higher
technologies such as 3G and 4G. Despite these ad-
vancements, approximately 40% of mobile users in
Pakistan still rely on 2G phones. In contrast, devel-
oped countries boast 70-80% of their populations
using 3G, 4G, or 3G phones. The proposed tax
could slow down this technological transition by
making newer, more advanced phones less afford-
able for the average consumer.

Furthermore, the government already collects
substantial revenue from taxes on SIM cards. This
indicates that there are alternative ways to gener-
ate income without placing an additional financial
burden on consumers. Experts suggest that the
government should explore these avenues instead
of increasing taxes on mobile phones, which are
essential tools for communication and economic
participation.

During a recent meeting with the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR), industry representatives urged
the government to honor its commitments to inves-
tors and reconsider the proposed tariff hike. They
warned that higher tariffs could disrupt localiza-
tion plans and damage Pakistan's mobile phone
export targets, which are wvital for the country’s
economic growth.

The government’s intent to increase revenue
through the new tax is understandable, but it is
crucial to consider the broader implications. Stake-
holders are urging the government to rethink the
proposal and find a balanced approach that sup-
ports local manufacturing without making smart-
phones too costly for the public. The outcome of
this debate will significantly impact the future of
mobile phone affordability and technological ad-
vancement in Pakistan.

The local manufacturing plants manufactured/
assembled 6.1 million mobile handsets during the
first two months (January-February) of the calen-
dar year 2024 compared to 0.3 million imported
commercially.

Official data revealed that local manufactur-
ing/assembling plants manufactured/assembled
3.83 million mobile handsets during February
compared to 0.06 million imported commercially.

Further, the locally manufactured 6.1 million
mobile phone handsets included 2.78 million 2G
and 3.35 million smartphones. Besides, as per the
PTA’s data, 60 percent of mobile devices are smart-
phones, and 40 percent are 2G on the Pakistan net-
work. =
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Airlink inks MoU with IMIKI

Corporation to manufacture
smart wearable devices
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During the ceremony, CEO of Airlink Communication Limited, Muzzalffar Paracha, stated
we are proud to announce that, it is a privilege to have accompanied the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, Shehbaz Sharif, on a landmark visit to China, where Airlink has signed a momentous

MoU with IMIKI Corporation to manufacture smart wearable devices

irlink Communication Limited, a man-

ufacturer of smartphones in Pakistan,

has signed a Memorandum of Under-

standing (Mol) with IMIKI Corpora-
tion, a Chinese technology company, to manufac-
ture smart wearable devices.
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During the ceremony, CEO of Airlink Com-
munication Limited, Muzzaffar Paracha, stated:
“We are proud to announce that, it is a privilege
to have accompanied the Honourable Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan, Shehbaz Sharif, on a landmark
visit to China, where Airlink has signed a momen-
tous MoU with IMIKI Corporation to manufacture
smart wearable devices.”

The event was attended by Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal Khan, Federal Minister for
Industries and Production Rana Tanveer Hussain,
Federal Minister for Privatisation Abdul Aleem
Khan, and Federal Secretary of the Board of In-
vestment Rahim Hayat Qureshi, along with other
esteemed delegates from both nations. Together, we
are paving the way for innovation and technological
advancement in Pakistan.

Muzzaffar Piracha, as part of the delegation of
Prime Minister of Pakistan Shahbaz Sharif and key
leaders from Pakistan's mobile manufacturing in-
dustry, had a pivotal meeting with Zhu Zhaojiang,
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founder and chairman of Transsion Holdings in
Shenzhen. The discussions focused on significant
investment opportunities in Pakistan, including
mobile phone production, electric bikes, modern
agriculture, and fintech. This collaboration marks
a major step towards driving technological innova-

tion and economic growth, positioning Pakistan as
a global tech hub. Stay tuned for more updates on
the China Visit!

Looking back at the milestones that shaped Air-
link into the leading telecommunication company

Muzzaffar Piracha, as part of
the delegation of Prime
IMinister of Pakistan Shahbaz
Sharif and key leaders from
Pakistan’s mobile manufactur-
ing industry, had a pivotal meet-
ing with Zhu Zhaojiang, founder
and chairman of Transsion
Holdings in Shenzhen
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it is today! From our humble beginnings in 2010,
Airlink has grown exponentially, driven by a com-
mitment to innovation and excellence.

We've forged strong partnerships with global
giants like Samsung, iPhone, and Redmi, bringing
the latest technology to our valued customers in Pa-
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kistan. Our journey has been marked by significant
achievements, including the launch of state-of-the-
art production facilities for Xiaomi and Techno ,
which have set new standards in the industry.

Meanwhile, the Pakistani smartphone manufac-
turer said that the development is “yet another ini-
tiative of Airlink in paving the way for innovation
and technological advancement in Pakistan”.

“This collaboration signifies a crucial step for-
ward in solidifying the technological partnership
between Pakistan and China,” added the statement.

PM Shehbaz arrived in China for a five-day offi-
cial visit during which he would hold meetings with
corporate executives of leading Chinese companies
dealing in oil and gas, energy, ICT, and emerging
technologies.

Addressing the Pak-China Business Forum, the
premier urged Pakistani businesses to hold serious
discussions with their Chinese counterparts for joint
collaborations and investments in diverse areas in-
cluding textile, leather, steel, and engineering. m
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by providing interest-free loans, and credit oil
to help it stabilize its tanking economy. Saudi
Arabia recruits Pakistani nationals for different jobs
on priority, provides the best facilities to the Hugjjaj,
and aids the poor and deserving people of Pakistan.

The recent visit of a 30-member Saudi delegation
with representatives of 30 Saudi companies led by
Kingdom Assistant Minister of Investment Ibrahim
Al-Mubarak has given a positive response to the gov-
ernment of Pakistan while evincing keen interest in
inwvesting billions of dollars in various fields. Pakistan
is a “high-priority economic investment and business
opportunity” for Saudi Arabia, the Kingdom's As-
sistant Minister of Investment Ibrahim Al-Mubarak
said, as a two-day Pak-Saudi investment confer-
ence kicked off in Islamabad with a focus on busi-
ness-to-business engagements.

A 50-member delegation led by Al-Mubarak
arrived in Pakistan. It comprised some 30 Saudi
companies from the fields of IT, telecoms, energy,
aviation, construction, mining exploration, agri-
culture, and human resource development. “To the
Saudi government and Saudi companies, Pakistan
is considered a high-priority economic investment
and business opportunity,” Al-Mubarak said as he
addressed the investment summit.

“We believe in the great potential of Pakistan's
economty, demographics and talent as well as loca-
tion and natural resources.” Al-Mubarak said this
was his second wvisit to Pakistan in two weeks and
Saudi companies were part of his delegation.

“Today, we want to connect you [Pakistan] all
to Saudi companies who desire to continue building
their international presence, for Saudi Arabia’s am-
bitions do not stop at our borders and we would like
to see Pakistan as one of our leading international
partners,” the Saudi official added.

“So, this gathering provides a wonderful oppor-
tunity for them [Saudi companies] to develop a deep-
er understanding of the great opportunities available
for investment in Pakistan and to learn about related
regulations, requirements, and incentives.”

Addressing a press conference in Islamabad,
Petroleum Minister Dr. Musadik Malik said 125
Pakistani companies were negotiating with Saudi
companies on a visit to Pakistan. “First, there were
government-to-government agreements during the
visit of the Saudi foreign minister [last month] and
now there will be business-to-business agreements,”
he said. “To facilitate the visiting Saudi companies,
the Pakistani commerce ministry has affiliated one
focal person with each Saudi company.”

Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan said
Pakistani and Saudi companies were discussing joint
ventures and collaboration in diverse sectors.

“This delegation includes high officials of more
than 32 Saudi companies ... Saudi businessmen will
invest in Pakistan in different stages,” Khan said at
the press conference.

“Pakistani companies are present here, in the
energy sector, in the food sector, in the construction
sector, in the renewable section, in the ports and
shipping section, and the IT services and general ser-
vices.” He said the visit by the Saudi delegation was
“Just the beginning” and now a Pakistani delegation
would visit the Kingdom “to move forward towards
the implementation phase.” Pakistan and Saudi Ara-
bia have been closely working in recent weeks to
increase bilateral trade and investment deals, with
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman last month
reaffirming the Kingdom’s commitment to expedite
an investment package of $5 billion.

The Saudi business delegation’s visit comes on
the heels of one by Shehbaz Sharif to Riyadh from
April 27-30 to attend a special two-day meeting of
the World Economic Forum. On the sidelines of
the WEF conference, the Pakistani PM met and
discussed bilateral investment and economic part-
nerships with the crown prince and the Saudi min-
isters of finance, industries, investment, energy, cli-
mate, and economy and planning, the adviser of the
Saudi-Pakistan Supreme Coordination Council and
the presidents of the Saudi central bank and Islamic

audi Arabia is a selfless friend that has stood
by Pakistan in times of need and rescued it
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Saudis keen to invest
billions of dollars in

Pakistan

A 50-member delegation led by Al-Mubarak arrived in Pakistan.
[t comprised some 30 Saudi companies from the fields of I'l|
telecoms, energy, aviation, construction, mining exploration,
agriculture, and human resource development. “To the Saudi
government and Saudi companies, Pakistan is considered a
high-priority economic investment and business opportunity,”
Al-Mubarak said as he addressed the investment summit

Development Bank. This was Sharif’s second meet-
ing with the crown prince in a month. Before that,
he also met him when he traveled to the Kingdom
on April 6-8. The Saudi foreign minister was also in
Pakistan last month, a trip during which Pakistan
pitched projects worth at least $20 billion to Riyadh.

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia enjoy strong trade,
defense, and cultural ties. The Kingdom is home to
over 2.7 million Pakistani expatriates and serves as a
top source of remittances to the cash-strapped South

Pakistan is a “high-priority
economic investment and
business opportunity” for
Saudi Arabia, the Kingdom’s
Assistant Minister of Investment
Ibrahim Al-Mubarak said, as
a two-day Pak-Saudi invest-
ment conference kicked off in
Islamabad with a focus on busi-
ness-to-business engagements

Asian country. During the first half of the current
financial year, bilateral trade between Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia was recorded at $2.482 billion, with
Pakastan’s exports of $262.58 million and Saudi ex-
ports of $2.219 billion. Saudi Arabia has often come
to Pakistan's aid in the past, regularly providing it oil
on deferred payments and offering direct financial

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

support to help stabilize its economy and shore up
forex reserves.

As things stand, Pakistan desperately needs to
shore up its foreign reserves and is in talks with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) for a new bailout
deal, for which it needs to signal that it can continue
to meet requirements for foreign financing which has
been a key demand in previous loan packages. Last
vyear Pakistan set up the Special Investment Facilita-
tion Council, a body consisting of Pakistani civilian
and military leaders and specially tasked to promote
investment in Pakistan. The Council is so far, focus-
ing on investments in the energy, agriculture, mining,
information technology, and aviation sectors and

Speaking at the summit, Pakistan Finance Minis-
ter Muhammad Aurangzeb said foreign investment
was vital to macroeconomic stability in Pakistan and
the visit of Saudi investors was a link in this chain.

Auzrangzeb said Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-
if's successful visit to Saudi Arabia opened the way
for economic cooperation between the two countries.

“The visit of a delegation of Saudi investors to
Pakistan is also a part of paving the way for this eco-
nomic cooperation,” the Minister said. “The govern-
ment is now moving toward privatization and PIA
[Pakistan International Airlines] will also be privat-
ized.”

He said export-led growth, foreign direct invest-
ment (FDT), and excess to capital were top priorities
of the government, and it was working on short, me-
dium, and long-term strategies as well as structural
economic reforms. m
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PTCL launches SHOQ TV
Box to radically change viewing
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The unveiling of the new product took place in Islamabad at an intriguing event, attended by
the leadership of PTCL Group and ZTE. Besides revolutionizing Pakistan’s TV landscape,
the development heralds new avenues for global collaborations to bring innovative digital
solutions to the Pakistani market

akistan's largest telecommunications and

integrated ICT services provider, PTCL

has launched SHOQ TV Box powered by

Android TV by Google, to revolutionize the

TV viewing experience and is poised to raise the bar
in news and entertainment offerings.

The unweiling of the new product took place in

Islamabad at an intriguing event, attended by the

leadership of PTCL Group and ZTE. Besides rev-

Eptel | uone b

olutionizing Pakistan’s TV landscape, the develop-
ment heralds new avenues for global collaborations
to bring innovative digital solutions to the Pakistani
market. SHOQ TV is meticulously designed to pro-
vide a truly gratifying TV viewing experience for the
entire family, enabling them to exercise their unde-
niable freedom of choice during leisure time. With
an extensive selection of 200 Live TV channels with

60 channels in HD and a staggering 13,000 hours of
on-demand content, SHOQ TV offers an enriched
entertainment bouquet. The SHOQ TV Box puts
control back into the hands of users with interactive
rewind & play, catch features, on-demand content
accessibility, voice-controlled convenience, and per-
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sonalized content selection options.
The immersive user interface ensures seamless

navigation through content, delivering an excellent
viewing experience with superior picture quality, en-
hanced details, and lifelike visuals. With pre-installed
apps including SHOQ, Netflix, and YouTube, users
can delve into a vast world of entertainment, while

[ m el

freedom to discover more through the Google Flay
Store. Moreover, seamless integration with built-in
Chromecast allows users to effortlessly cast their fa-
vorite content from their mobile devices onto the TV
screen.

Speaking at the launch event, President and
Group CEO of PTCL & Ufone 4G, Hatem Bama-
traf said: “As we unveil SHOQ TV, I want to em-
phasize that we are not just introducing a product
but ushering in a new era of entertainment empow-
erment. With SHOQ TV, we put the power of choice
back into the hands of our customers by offering a
seamless blend of innovation, convenience, and im-
mersive viewing experiences. ] would like to express
my utmost gratitude to Google and ZTE for making
this possible. SHOQ TV marks a significant mile-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

stone in our commitment to revolutionize the way
Pakistanis watch TV, and we are excited to lead the
charge into a future where entertainment knows no
bounds.”

Sharing his thoughts on the event, Li Guowen,
CEQ of ZTE Pakistan remarked: “We are proud of
our over 25 years' partnership with PTCL Group,
unveiling ZTE’s Android TV STB. ZTE's wide-
spread deployment of Android TV Set-Top Boxes

(STBs) across more than 45 countries, coupled with
partnerships with over 150 operators worldwide, un-
derscores our steadfast commitment to delivering
innovative technological solutions. Thanks to PTCL
Group's trust, we will continue to provide the latest
solutions and products, and we look forward to con-
tinuing our successful partnership.”

L |

SHOQ TV furthers PTCL’s commitment to de-
livering high-quality news and entertainment con-
tent to Pakistani users and builds on the success of
PTCL'’s flagship OTT platform ‘SHOQ'. The com-
pany commits to continuing innovation to enhance
the digital lifestyles of its customers and provide an
all-encompassing telecommunication experience. w
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Tamasha to digitally stream all
[CC cricket tournaments till 2025
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Tamasha has always been dedicated to providing top-notch entertainment, and the new
development reaffirms our commitment to delivering unparalleled viewing experiences. With
the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2024 and all the upcoming ICC events now part of our lineup,
were poised to set new standards in digital streaming

amasha, Pakistan's largest homegrown
OTT platform, has secured digital broad-
casting rights from one of Pakistan's lead-
ing media groups, HUM Network Limited
(“HUM?™) for all six ICC mega tournaments span-
ning the years 2024 and 2025. The mega events in-
clude the highly anticipated ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup 2024, ICC Champions Trophy 2025, ICC Test
Men's Test Championship, and all women's tourna-
ments of the International Cricket Council (ICC)
The agreement was signed at Jazz headquarters
in Islamabad between Tamasha and HUM in the
presence of Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz, and Du-
raid Qureshi, Founder & CEQ of HUM Network
Limited, among others.
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The ICC Men's T20 World Cup 2024, co-hosted
by the West Indies and the United States from June
2 to June 29, will include 55 matches. The highly
anticipated Pakistan vs India match is scheduled
for June 9 in New York. Pakistan’s first match is
against the USA on June 6 at the Grand Prairie
Cricket Stadium, Dallas.

While commenting on Tamasha securing digital
broadcasting rights for the ICC tournaments, Aam-
er Ejaz, Chief Digital Officer at Jazz stated: “We
are incredibly excited to bring the free HD lives-
treaming of the ICC mega tournaments for millions
of passionate cricket fans across Pakistan. Tamasha
has always been dedicated to providing top-notch
entertainment, and the new development reaffirms
our commitment to delivering unparalleled viewing
experiences. With the ICC Men's T20 World Cup
2024 and all the upcoming ICC events now part of
our lineup, we're poised to set new standards in dig-
ital streaming.”

Also sharing his thoughts on the development,
Duraid Qureshi, CEO of HNL, said: “We are
thrilled to join hands with Tamasha, Pakistan's pre-
mier homegrown OTT entertainment platform, for
digital streaming of all major ICC tournaments till
the end of 2025. Pakistani audience along with Ten
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Sports will have an opportunity of watching crick-
et matches live on Tamasha. In this partnership we
aim to reach out to a wider audience and promote
the digital viewing habits of Pakistanis, bringing the
exhilarating experience of ICC tournaments direct-
ly to the fingertips of millions, fostering a new era
of connectivity and passion for cricket across the
nation.”

The agreement was signed at
Jazz headquarters in Islamabad
between Tamasha and HUM, in

the presence of Aamir
Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz, and
Duraid Qureshi, Founder &
CEO of HUM Network Limited
among others.

“Qur goal has always been to maximize our
broadcast coverage ensuring that the Pakistani pop-
ulation always has access to quality live sporting
events,” said Aly Rana, Chief Operating Officer —
Ten Sports Pakistan. He said: “Partnering with a
quality digital platform like Tamasha gives us the
opportunity to reach the burgeoning internet and
digital user base in Pakistan. We look forward to
this partnership and together developing new ave-
nues to provide Pakistanis with easy access to live
sports.”

ICC MEN'S T20

WORLD CUP

WEST INDIES & USA 2024 [e] ]

Tamasha has solidified its position as the top
choice for live sports streaming, with over 26 mil-
lion viewers tuning in for the ICC Men's Cricket
World Cup 2023. It reached #1 on both the Apple
App Store & Google Play Store, peaking at 8.5 mil-
lion daily active users and 21 million monthly ac-
tive users during the tournament, capturing 80% of
the viewership among seven digital platforms. The

FREE LIVE STREAMING
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platform previously streamed events like the ICC
T20 World Cup (2022), FIFA World Cup (2022),
Asia Cup 2023, ICC World Cup 2023, and HBL
PSL seasons 8 and 9. In 2023, “Tamasha” was the
second most searched tech term on Google, just af-
ter ChatGPT.

Viewers can effortlessly catch the ICC T20
World Cup action on Tamasha through its us-
er-friendly Android and 105 apps or website. With
the added convenience of a casting feature, fans can
enjoy matches on their smart TVs for an immersive
experience. Tamasha boasts a rich library of en-
tertainment content, including Live TV Channels,
Pakistani and international movies, captivating web

series, and exclusive Tamasha Originals, ensuring
there’s something for every taste. By consistently
providing great content, Tamasha remains the top
choice for sports fans and entertainment lovers alike

Fueled by this reach and engagement, leading
brands in Pakistan are increasingly partnering with
Tamasha for their adwvertising strategy. Tamasha
has attracted over 50 international and local ad-
vertisers over the past year, positioning it as a top
choice for brand partnerships in the country’s lo-
cal OTT space. This shift also reflects the changing
landscape of Pakistani viewership, as the audience
is increasingly moving away from traditional TV
and adopting digital streaming.

Launched by VEON Group’s digital operator
Jazz in November 2021, Tamasha is accessible to
every mobile broadband user in Pakistan. Through
its digital operators, VEON Group offers a variety
of digital products and initiatives across entertain-
ment, financial services, digital health, and educa-
tion. As of March 2024, VEON serves more than
110 million total monthly active users across its
proprietary digital products and services such as
Toffee, Tamasha, BeeTV, KyivstarTV, SIMOSA,
myBL, JazzCash, S5imply, Izi, BeeCloud and Helsi.
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Activities at the Rich Hotel
and Apartments, L.ahore

The Rich Hotel is a marvelous addition to the hospitality industry of Lahore. It is situated at a prime location

in Johar Town, just a one-minute drive from Expo Center and Emporium Mall, and a one-minute drive from

Allah Hoo Chowk. [t offers a peaceful environment with quality services. The rooms are well -furnished and
equipped with all modern amenities.
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A suceessfil event and launch of Xibeto by a
renowned Pharma Group was held at The Rich
Hotel & Apartments Lahore, A group picture of
Mr, Bilal Noori, BUM of the Pharma group,
along with DSM Miss Farah Naz and HR
Manager Mr. Rai Hamid Hussain atr The Rich
Hotel & Apartments Lahore,

A successful event with well-satisfied guests from a renowned
Information Technology Group. CEO Mr. Rizwan Ahmad with his
team and Mr. Haroon Sheiraz Khawaja, Manaping Director, and his
team at The Rich Hotel & Apartments Lahore.
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A successful event of a renowned Laboratory Group was held at The
Rich Hotel & Aparmments Lahore. A group picture of Mr, Dr. Sajid
Hanif, Product Head of the Laboratory Group, along with DSM and
HR Manager at The Rich Hotel & Apartments Lahore.
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j A group photo of a foreign delegation visiting The
B Rich Hotel & Aparmments Lahore, along with the Sales &
Team at The Rich Hotel & Apartments Lahore. t. 2
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A group photo of a Chinese delegation visiting The == ] : HEre =
Rich Hotel & Apartments Lahore, along with DSM A succe"{.ﬁll training session wuh the WE]J repute-:i I\.GG Rﬂgmnﬂ] Head M.

Miss Farah Naz and HR Manager Mr, Rai Hamid Aftab and his team, along with Mr. Haroon Sheiraz Khawaja, Managing Director,
&', Hussain at The Rich Hotel & Apartments Lahore. g o and his team at The Rich Hotel & Apartments Lahore.
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vivo Y100 is now available in Pakistan with
color changing design & 80W FlashCharge

[t comes in two mesmerizing color options - Crystal Black and Breeze Green

editions. The Breeze Green edition incorporates vivos iconic Color Changing

Design to transform the back of the phone from a light green hue to a deeper
shade of green under sunshine or UV light

The future of smartphone innovation has arrived
with the first sale of vivo Y100, now available for pur-
chase across Palkistan at PEKR 59,999, This latest ad-

dition to the renowned Y series offers an exceptional

Green editions. The Breeze Green edition incorpo-
rates vivo's iconic Color Changing Design to trans-
form the back of the phone from a light green hue to
a deeper shade of green under sunshine or UV light.

Vvivo

Y100

Color Changing Design
80W FlashCharge
120 Hz AMOLED Display

fusion of experience, utility, and performance.
Y100 showcases a striking design that effortlessly

merges style and functionality, It comes in two mes-

merizing color options - Crystal Black and Breeze

Not just that, the Breeze Texture on the device's rear
mimics the soft whisper of grass swaying in the wind,
contributing a soothing aspect to the user experience.
The device also boasts a stylish and lightweight

Metallic High-Gloss Frame that enhances its pre-
mium look and feel.

Y100 features a 5000mAh Battery and an 80W
FlashCharge that can charge the battery up to 80%
in just about 30 minutes, The 4-Year Battery Health
also attribute alleviates worries about battery lifespan
while also maintaining the durability of the battery.

Furthermore, vivo Y 100 boasts a large 6.67-inch
120Hz AMOLED Display with an impressive 1800
nits Peak Brightness. The additional Dual Stereo
Speaker with 300% volume makes this smartphone
ideal for streaming high-quality videos and movies.

In addition, Y100 comes with 8GB + 8GB Ex-
tended RAM and a massive 256GB ROM, providing
ample space for all your apps, photos, and videos.
This combination allows for seamless multitasking
and ensures that you never run out of storage space.

Y100's advanced portrait features make it an ideal
tool for capturing life's beauty. Its S0MP AF Camera,
Bokeh Flare Portrait options, distinctive Portrait
Light Effects, and Mult-Style Portrait templates can
make portraits stand out and create even sweeter
memories for users.

With its efficient performance and user-friendly
features, vivo Y 100 1s set to surpass user experiences
and delight consumers with each innovative feature,
Seize this opportunity and begin your extraordinary
journey with vive Y100 today!.=

Participate in #Y100YSoCool contest and get a
chance to win all-new vivo Y100

Don't miss this incredible opportunity to experience the ultimate in smartphone
innovation with the vivo YI00. Join the #Y100YSoCool Contest today and stand a
chance to win your very own Y00 smartphone, setting the stage for a journey
filled with style, excitement, and endless possibilities

vivo, a leading global smartphone brand, has re-
cently launched its latest Y series smartphone in Pak-
istan - the vivo Y100, This smartphone epitomizes the
perfect blend of style, functionality, and performance,
catering to the ever-evolving needs of today's dynamic
youth,

With the launch of the vivo Y100, vivo has also an-
nounced an exciting contest on social media through
which vivo fans can now get chance to win vivo's all-
new Y100 smartphone. To participate, vivo fans have
to capture the coolest side of their lives in a picture or
video and share their entry on their public social media
account using the hashtag #Y 100YSoCool. Partici-
pants must ensure their posts are visible to everyone
and shared before 24th May 2024, For more details,
please visit vivo Pakistan’s official social media pages.

Featuring a mesmerizing 120Hz AMOLED dis-
play, lightning-fast 80W FlashCharge technology, a ro-
bust 5000mAhbattery, and an impressive 8GB RAM +
8GB Extended RAM with 256GB storage, the Y100
promises an unmatched smartphone experience.

Adding to its allure, the vivo Y100 comes in two
captivating color options - Crystal Black and Breeze
Green. While Crystal Black exudes sophistication,

Breeze Green mesmerizes with its Color-Changing De-
signthat transforms into deeper green from light green

vivo

the ultimate in smartphone innovation with the vivo
¥100. Join the #Y100YSoCool Contest today and

Get Chance to Win vivo Y100

#Y100YSoCool

under sunlight or UV light, making it the epitome of
style and elegance,
Don't miss this incredible opportunity to experience

stand a chance to win your very own Y100 smart-
phone, setting the stage for a journey filled with style,
excitement, and endless possibilities. s
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Inovi Telecom gets IAB
membership

Inovi Telecom [*CL [T EL

Pakistan’s First Lunar
Mission 'iCube Qamar'
Successfully Deployed in
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We are honored to be recognized for our commitment to supporting the university’s

students through management and factory training, leading to internship and job

opportunities. Thank you to our team for their dedication

novi Telecom has been nominated as a distin-

guished Industrial Advisory Board member

(IAB) at Dawood University of Engineering

& Technology (DUET). On getting this lau-
rel Inovi management says: “We are honored to
be recognized for our commitment to supporting
the university’s students through management and
factory training, leading to internship and job op-
portunities. Thank you to our team for their ded-
ication.”

Inovi Telecom aims to foster this invaluable
interaction between academia and industry, em-
powering students with practical knowledge and
exciting career prospects.

It said: “Inovi Telecom believes in long-term
value creation for our people and our customers to
drive sustainable business gro

“Inovi Telecom is committed to the research
and development of emerging technologies, the
acquisition and application of new knowledge,

FACERBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFIC

and the protection of intellectual properties in pur-
suit of technological and scientific breakthroughs.

Inovi Telecom was established in 2020 and
emerged as Pakistan’s leading mobile manufac-
turing company, revolutionising the mobile phone
industry of the country in a short time.

Inovi Telecom believes in
long-term value creation for
our people and our customers
to drive sustainable business
growth

Through strategic partnerships and a com-
mitment to excellence, Inovi Telecom is poised
to leave an indelible mark on Pakistan’s telecom

landscape.
Meanwhile, Inovi Telecom has proudly con-

IAL |
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gratulated Pakistan on its historic achievement as
the nation’s first lunar mission, ‘1iCube Qamar,’
which has successfully entered the moon's orbit.
It is a giant leap for Pakistan’s space exploration.
Satellite iCube-Qamar transmitted the first-ever
images captured by it from the lunar orbit.

The satellite, part of China’s Chang’e-6 lunar
mission, was launched from the Hainan province
on May 3 and successfully entered the moon's or-
bit on May 8. The moon is at an average distance
of 384,400 km from Earth.

The lunar module was designed by Islamabad’s
Institute of Space Technology (IST) in collabora-
tion with China’s Shanghai University (SJTU) and
Pakistan’s national space agency Suparco.

The iCube-Q orbiter carries two optical camer-
as to image the lunar surface. The module is a cube
satellite or CubeSat — miniature satellites typical-
ly characterized by their small size and standard-
ized cubic design. =
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A mother is the first teacher and the first friend of her children..She carries her child in her womb for
nine months and nurtures her little ane with all her heart and'soul. She can decipher every gesture
of her children since the time they are barn. She loves her children unconditionally and guides them

on the right path in life. She takes care of her children and ensures their safety in every way.
We celebrate Mother's Day to thank our mathers, expressing our love and gratitude for them.

avol OOIZ ‘S‘H

FALETTIS HOTEL LAHORE
UAN: 042 111 444 3373 | INFOGIHMS.COM.PK
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Pakistan builds

up global tourism
ranking with
enormous potential to
touch the top

Il the EOVEI‘H]’I]E‘I][ hlghllghta the diverse cultural herltaQe
natural beauty, and unique attractions to international
tourists through the embassies across the world to showcase
the stunning landscapes including mountains, valleys, lakes,
deserts, and coastal areas of the country

is heartening that the World Economic Forum

(WEF) has scaled up Pakistan's global ranking in

tourism to 101, showing an improvement of 20

as compared to 2019 with a score of 3.41

which reflected a 3.6 percent improvement since 2010
and, a 14% improvement on its 2019 rankings.

It demonstrates Pakistan has significantly im-
proved its global ranking on the Travel and Tourism
Development Index (TTDI). Keeping the base year
2019, Pakistan has improved 20 ranks and scored 101
on the TTDI in 2024, said a press release issued.

Pakistan is classified as a lower-middle-income
economy and part of the Asia-Pacific regional group
in the Travel and Tourism Development Index (TTDT)
2024. The top countries on the Travel and Tourism De-
velopment Index (TTDI) in 2024 are the United States,
Spain, Japan, France, Australia, Germany, the United
Kingdom, China, Italy, and Switzerland.

These countries have been recognized for their fa-
vorable business environments, open travel policies,
well-developed transport, tourism, ICT infrastructure,
and rich natural, cultural, and non-leisure attractions.
They collectively accounted for over 75% of the Travel
& Tourism industry GDP in 2022 and 70% of GDP
growth between 2020 and 2022. Within the Asia-Pa-
cific region, Pakistan has travel and tourism potential,
especially in natural resources and cultural assets.

However, there are still challenges, particularly in
air transport infrastructure and tourist services. Palki-
stan’s efforts to enhance its tourism sector are evident,
with various initiatives to improve [CT readiness and
cultural resources. Speaking on the occasion, Amir
Jahangir, Chief Executive Officer of Mishal Paki-
stan and the Country Partner Institute of the World

FACERBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Economic Forum said: “Pakistan’s scores identify the
struggling efforts done by the institutional efforts in the
country. Institutions like the Pakistan Tourism Devel-
significant efforts in making Pakistan a more attractive
and affordable tourism destination”. He further said:
“The efforts of the World Bank have been pivotal in
supporting integrated tourism in the country”. Jahan-
gir said that the collective efforts by PTDC and other
institutions along with the World Bank have brought
the stakeholders on a single platform and successful-
ly created public policy dialogues. This is enabling the
provinces to learn best practices from each other”.

The initiatives under PTDC on the National Trav-
el and Tourism Competitiveness Index (NTTCI) have
enabled a structure of institutional learning.

The data from the National Index can further im-
prove rankings if the international travel and tourism
data are reflected in the national and provincial strat-
egies. A more competitive environment between the
provinces can also improve the competitiveness prop-
ositions offered by the tourism industry across the na-
attracting international tourists for unique tourism ex-
periences. Pakistan’s positive performance on the Trav-
el & Tourism Development Index (TTDI) between
2019 and 2024 is part of a broader trend where low
to middle-income economies have shown significant
enhancement in performance on the TTDI, with these
economies accounting for much of the above-average
improvements in scores in various regions. Pakistan’s
advancement on the index signifies a positive trajec-
and readiness for future opportunities in the travel and
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tourism market. Comparatively, Pakistan's TTD]1 score
places it above countries like Nepal, and Bangladesh
in South Asia. Howewver, it trails behind higher-ranked
countries in the region such as India, and Sri Lanka,
which hawve higher scores across most TTDI pillars.
Pakistan’s high seasonality of international tourist
arrivals reflects the country’s appeal as a travel desti-
The government’s prioritization of tourism and ongo-
ing efforts to enhance safety, security, and health and
hygiene standards are crucial for advancing Palistan'’s

Mishal Pakistan is Pakistan's leading strategic
communication and design company. It is a multi-
year award-winning strategic planning company and
the Country Partner Institute of the World Econom-
ic Forum. Mishal generates primary data on more
than 200 indicators measuring Pakistan’s growth and
is behavior change commumnication, strategic commu-
nication with a spotlight on media, and perception
management. If the government highlights the diverse
cultural heritage, natural beauty, and unique attrac-
tions to international tourists through the embassies
across the world to showcase stunning landscapes in-
cluding mountains, valleys, lakes, deserts, and coastal
areas. Use high-quality visuals and videos to showcase
the beauty of places like the Himalayas, Karakoram
Range, Swat Valley, Skardu, Hunza Valley, and Gwa-
tourism attractions at the global level. It should em-
phasize the rich cultural heritage of Pakistan, from
historical sites like Mohenjo-daro and Taxila to archi-
tectural marvels like Badshahi Mosque and Lahore
Fort. Share stories, facts, and images that showcase
the country’s history and diversity. Promote Pakistan
as an adventure tourism destination, offering activities
like trekking, mountaineering, white-water rafting, ski-
such as K2 Base Camp and Nanga Parbat. Utilize
social media platforms, websites, and blogs to share
captivating visuals, stories, and travel tips. Engage with
potential travelers through engaging content and inter-
active campaigns. Invest in improving transportation,
accommodation, and facilities at tourist destinations.
Safe and convenient infrastructure can significantly en-
hance the overall travel experience.

Participate in international travel fairs, exhibitions,
and events to showcase Pakistan's tourism potential
to a global audience. Collaborate with diplomatic
missions o create awareness about the country's at-
tractions. Ensure the safety and secunty of tourists by
enhancing law enforcement and emergency services.
A safe environment is essential for building a positive
image as a tourist-friendly destination.

The top countries on the
Travel and Tourism Develop-
ment Index (TTDI) in 2024 are
the United States, Spain, Japan,
France, Australia, Germany, the
United Kingdom, China, Italy,
and Switzerland

Beyond shaping narratives, Kartarpur and moun-
taineering tourism produce a ripple effect that pro-
motes economic growth. Bourgeoning tourism trans-
lates into employment and revenue generation while
attracting foreign direct investment. In terms of rev-
emue generation, the Kartarpur corridor promised to
generate a direct income of USD 36 mullion per an-
num. For every pilgrim visiting the Gurdwara via the
Kartarpur corridor from India, there is a service charge
of $20. This boosted economic activity also has a oml-
tiplier effect on goods and services in the region. Thisis
particularly relevant for tourist hubs in North Pakistan,
where locals’ revenue generation depends on tourist
activity. A report showed that if a person on average
spends approximately USD 1.30 on a trip, it generates
USD 350 million in revenue for the tourism industry
hotel and transport facilities. m
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SIFChighly eoncerned
about the losses caused by
Pemras delay in launching
D'TH services

Pakistan 1s suffering significant financial losses due to the delay in launching DTH services.
Seven companies are operating DTH services in India and also illegally in Pakistan, resulting in
billions of rupees being transferred to India. Pemra is accused of favouring the licensee company
and neglecting its responsibilities. Despite three companies participating in the DTH bidding
auctions, the successful bidder has failed to launch the service. As such, the law provides the
other companies the opportunity to launch services, but the regulator did not do so, perhaps
watching its vested interests. If a company fails to start the DTH service within a vear, the
regulator 1s obliged to restart the entire DTH bidding process.

Pemra authority always takes credit for the development and progress of DTH services in givir
briefings to the Prime Minister and President but practically does nothing. SIFC has lamented
Pemra for not launching DTH services in the country. There is a need to probe into the whol
issue so that the most important and s
people of Pakistan get modern and digital
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he Special Investment Facilitation Council

(SIFC), established by the Prime Minister,

has expressed concern towards the Chair-

man of the Electronic Media Regulatory
Authority (Pemra) for not infroducing direct-to-
home (DTH) service in the country after the elapse
of eight years.

A letter has been written by the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council to Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority (Pemra) chairman
[SIFC's U.0. No. 13/39/
IT/DTH/2024-SEF(C]
regarding failure in start-
ing the DTH services in
the country despite the
fact, licence for it was is-
sued eight years ago.

As per the back-
ground of the issue, the
bidding process for li-
cencing DTH services in
Pakistan started in 2004, after which Pemra re-ini-
tiated the bidding in 2016 when out of three com-
panies, one Shehbaz Sky International Limited was
successfully granted a DTH services licence.

The successful bidding company was supposed
to start the DTH television satellite service within a
year of the award of the licence. However, this com-
pany has not made the commercial launching of the
national DTH service in the country to date. The
SIFC called a meeting of all stakeholders to deliber-
ate on the matter and took a strict view of this inor-
dinate delay and the loss incurred due to it.

Sources in Pemra said the company, which was
given the licence for the DTH service, had not taken
any practical step so far to launch the DTH service
causing huge monetary and technological losses to
the country.

It is notable that instead of meeting the condi-
tions laid out to start the DTH service, the compa-
ny moved an application to the authorities to seek
a waiver of an amount of over Rs900 million, im-
posed in the form of various fines. The company also
sought permission to procure tax-free equipment to
start the DTH services in Pakistan.

According to sources, the company did not pay
billions of rupees to Pemra for the licence and also
did not start the service as per schedule. Sources said
Pemra issued a final notice to the licensee compa-
ny, Shehbaz International, but the situation is un-
changed. When this correspondent contacted the
Shehbaz Sky International chief executive officer
(CEQ) to seek his version, he refused to reply to any
questions in this regard.

Shehbaz Sharif
Prime Minister of Pakiztan
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If the direct-to-home (DTH) service in Pakistan
is launched without delay, it has the potential to gen-
erate approximately 20,000 jobs in the private sec-
tor in a very short time and prevent the outflow of
billions of dollars to India which Pakistanis pay for
illegally using its DTH service.

Pakistan is still behind in innovation in media
coverage despite good talent and resources. Around
the world, DTH is the chain between broadcasters
and TV audiences, whereas in Pakistan a cable oper-
ator is wedged in the middle. With DTH, signals are
transmitted from direct-broadcast satellites.

The benefits of DTH are manifold: greater ser-
vice coverage, more channels, better signal quality,
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multiple language options, the option to only pay for
the channels and services that the user wants, and
value-added options such as parental lock and both
pre-booked and impulse pay per view.

In 2015, there were around 2.5 million DTH us-
ers in Pakistan, concentrated across Karachi, Lahore,
and Islamabad. DTH services of Indian companies
such as Dish TV, Reliance Sundirect, SDN, Tata Sky,
and Videocon were reported as being sold through
local agents working under the radar, earning mil-
lions of US dollars per year through illegal channels.

Understandably, this is not a point of concern for
authorities in Pakistan. Whereas, it is estimated that
DTH service will generate 1,800 direct and anoth-
er 16,000 jobs in Pakistan and save out flow of FE
(USD200 million-300 million USD) from Pakistan
(creating jobs and stoppage of FE is also not on the
priority list of concern quarters). The biggest invest-
ment in the media industry is if DTH is launched.

If the direct-to-home (DTH)
service in Pakistan is launched
without delay it has the
potential to generate approxi-
mately 20,000 jobs in the
private sector in a very short
time and prevent the outflow of
billions of dollars to India which
Pakistanis pay for illegally using
its DTH services

Regulators say, that DTH services will democra-
tize access to real-time audience analytics, which can
help channels negotiate better with advertisers and
impact their channel ratings. It hurts channels that
have allegedly relied on their backdoor relationships
with rating agencies, hurting the business model of
rating agencies and cable operators. The democrati-
zation of viewership data from DTH services gets in
the way of the media oligopoly.

Absar Alam, ex-chairman of PEMRA said:
“DTH is an inevitable platform for progress in me-
dia services and the Supreme Court had instructed
PEMRA not to halt auctioning of DTH licenses.
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The ones who are opposing and running campaigns
against DTH, the ones who have approached the
courts had never opposed Indian DTH".

Delay in DTH adoption benefits the existing
leaders/manipulators. Loss to the state resulted as
the Paksat-1R satellite launched in 2011 had spe-
cial transponders for DTH, the satellite is ending its
design life in 2026 without serving DTH. In March
2018, the Space and Upper Atmosphere Research
Commission (SUPARCO) and China Great Wall
Industry Cooperation (CGWIC) signed a contract
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for the acquisition of the communication satellite
Paksat Multi-Mission Satellite (PakSat-MMI).

Among the range of arguments in favour of this
acquisition, it was said that the Paksat-MMI would
prove to be another major asset to initiate and ex-
pand various communication services including
DTH. Satellite completed his life awaiting DTH ser-
vices launch.

Now, a new satellite is coming this year with BSS
(special capacity for DTH) with no DTH in sight,
who will use this and
blame it?

Some people say that
DTH is being stopped by
institutions and industry
people with vested inter-
ests. Which, sometimes

someone
must take responsibility
to find out the truth be-
hind the label of vested interest or incompetency of
the Regulator vis-viz blame game.

Pakistan has suffered an immense loss in terms
of money and advanced media technology due to
the Direct-to-Home (DTH), a satellite service proj-
ect, which has gone al-
most shelved due to the
alleged corruption at the
departmental level and
gross violation of the
Pemra rule and mandate
given under the licence
to the private company,
M/s Shahzad Sky Pri-
vate Limited.

Sources in the Palki-
stan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (Pem-
ra), who have been in the know about the develop-
ments for a long, have narrated the background of
the DTH project and maintained that the Pemra af-
ter working for several years and deliberations took
practical steps for launching the DTH project by
holding official auctioning of the license for it on Oc-
tober 3, 2016. They said bidding, held in Islamabad,
was well attended by private companies that were in-
terested in investing in Pakistan. Of all, three compa-
nies made successful bids which were to procure Rs
14.5 billion for the government exchequer. However,
due to security clearance, the government of Paki-
stan refused to grant licenses to two companies while
an Islamabad-based private company, Shahzad Sky
Private Limited, was issued the license for providing
Direct-to-Home (DTH) services in Pakistan. The
bid-winner company was also given the facility to

Munir
Chief of Army Staff

Muhammad Saleem Baig
Chairman PEMEA
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pay 50% in cash and the remaining amount in install-
ments of 10 years. Pending the remaining amount,
the company in a surprise move challenged the 20%
advance tax before the Islamabad High Court and
stalled its payment to the national kitty.

Sources said Indian DTH in Pakistan operates
from the home project which is being used by mil-
lions of Pakistanis who are not only receiving inspi-
ration from the Indian side through that means but
are also paying billions of dollars every month to
the Indian operators for viewing channels, directly,
online and other means. Pakistan is already facing a
dollar shortage and is facing problems even in open-
ing LCs due to this reason. m
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l.lite-class educational
institutions fast
becoming hubs of

drug use

Drugabuseamongyoungstudentsisa growmg concerninsociety
substantially casting its impact on academic performance,
mental health, and overall well-being. Parents send their
children to educational institutions to get quality education but
due to mismanagement in educational institutions, they fall prey
to drug addiction and forget the basic purpose of education

t is of great concern to relevant authorities as

the elimination of the growing trend of using

drugs in educational institutions has become

a big challenge. The trend of drug addiction
among teenagers in educational institutions is on the
rise, particularly in major cities like Karachi, Islam-
abad, and Lahore. The students from the posh areas
do not think about the health hazards of using drugs
and just take them as a fashion. They are massively
exploited at the hands of drug peddlers as they use
them as a good source to make a handsome amount.
As such selling drugs to students in educational in-
stitutions has become their favourite and most lu-
crative business than carrying out this illicit activity
anywhere else.

Drug abuse among young students is a growing
concern in society which is substantially casting its
impacts on academic performance, mental health,
and overall well-being. Parents send their children to
educational institutions to get quality education but
due to mismanagement in educational institutions,
they fall prey to drug addiction and forget the basic
purpose of education. They not only waste their
money but also spoil their health and ultimately get
involved in illegal or criminal activities to meet the
expenses of their addiction, which also gets them cut
off from their families and takes them to bad conse-
quences. When students use these drugs for a long
time they get mentally and physically ill. They are
all aware of the ill effects of drugs but in an environ-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

ment where drugs are easily and without interrup-
tion available, they become addicted. Therefore, the
concerned authorities must take strict action against
drug peddlers and solve this issue on a priority basis.

As educational institutions in Rawalpindi are in-
creasingly becoming a major hub of drug users, po-
lice have planned awareness sessions to make cam-
puses drug-free. Sources said that a large mumber of
students between 15 and 25 of age use drugs in cam-
puses with impunity. According to police sources,

Sources said that a large
number of students between 15
and 25 of age use drugs in
campuses with impunity

drug traffickers sell their stuff mostly to elite schools
and colleges where affordability is not a problem
for the students. The sources said that parents along
with school administrations seem either oblivious or
least bothered about the fact that children are getting
hooked on hardcore drugs like ice, cocaine, and crys-
tal meth. The Anti Narcotics Force (ANF) arrested
an accused, including a woman involved in the sup-
ply of drugs to students in different educational in-

According to the spokesperson of ANE, the ac-
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cused were presently, supplying drugs to a major ed-
ucational institution in Islamabad.

The woman was arrested with drugs from the
gate of the educational institution and the other ac-
cused were arrested along with another from the can-
teen of an educational institution.

During the search of the arrested suspect’s room,
hashish, opium, and more tokens of ice were found.

According to the investigation, the accused used
to smuggle drugs from Peshawar. The accused dis-
closed selling drugs to university students. The ar-
rested accused persons belong to Nowshera and
Mansehra.

A case has been registered against the accused
under the Anti-Narcotics Act and further investiga-
tions are underway.

Meanwhile, Sindh Senior Minister for Informa-
tion, Excise, Taxation, and Narcotics Control as well
as Transport and Mass Transit System Sharjeel Inam
Memon has said the Sindh government is making
efforts to protect the younger generation from the
menace of drugs. While addressing a press confer-
ence, he said that societies around the world were
facing a common challenge of drug addiction. The
Senior Minister said that the Sindh government was
planning to conduct random drug tests on students
in educational institutions.

If any child tests positive, his case will be handled
with complete confidentiality. Additionally, strict ac-
tion will be taken against those involved in supplying
and private schools, colleges, and universities and it
was our responsibility to protect them.

Sharjeel said that the scourge of drugs persisted
in the province and a crackdown by the Sindh gov-
ernment would be launched to eradicate it. All the
departments of the Sindh government, especially
the Minister of Home Affairs, Zia-ul-Hasan Lanjar,
are also with us in this grand action against the drug
mafia. President Asif Ali Zardari, in his recent visit
to Karachi, has given special instructions to end the
scourge of drugs.

He further said that the Excise and Taxation
Department and the Sindh Police under the special
supervision of Chief Minister Sindh Syed Murad
Ali Shah have taken vigorous actions against drug
peddling in the last one and a half months. Now,
there will be even more stringent action, with oper-
ations carried out with the assistance of the Police,
Rangers, Excise Taxation, and Anti-Narcotics Force.
He mentioned that the Sindh government was plan-
ning to establish new rehabilitation centers for drug
addicts. He urged parents to pay special attention to
their children and requested the media to conduct
an awareness campaign against drugs, especially ice
(methamphetamine).

He claimed that in the last month and a half,
1550 suspects have been arrested in ongoing oper-
ations against drug dealers. Authorities have seized
236 kg of ice, 900 grams of heroin, and 51,906 kg
of hashish from drug dealers, the Department of
Excise and Taxation and Narcotics Control has
confiscated a large quantity of drugs in an opera-
tion against drug dealers. He emphasized that those
who lead the youth into drug addiction were na-
tional criminals.

Sharjeel mentioned that the ongoing operation
in Katcha was making progress, with the Sindh Po-
lice achieving significant success. Sindh Secretary
of Excise and Taxation, Saleem Rajput, Secretary of
Information Nadeem ur Rehman Memon, and other
relevant officers were also present on this occasion. =
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Safe bottled water
1s unsafte for human

health
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Six brands including Hensley Pure Water, Pure Life, Natural
Pure Life, Klear, Am Mughal Pure Water, and Nero have been
found unsafe for human consumption due to the presence of
higher levels of sodium. While one brand (Nero) was found
unsafe for containing ahigherlevel of TDS than the permissible
limit. Similarly, three brands namely Cleana, Orwell, and Still
were found unsafe due to the presence of a higher level of

Arsenic than the permissible limit

he consumption of bottled water is in-

creasing among people in general due to

the poor quality of drinking water in the

country without knowing whether bot-
tled water is safe for drinking or hazardous to their
health. There are not one hundred but thousands
of companies producing drinking water across the
country. Some of them are registered and others
run businesses with underhand dealing with the of-
ficials at the helm of affairs.

Nowadays, branded bottled water is widely
available in different packaging and shapes, as an
expedient and healthy drinking water. The global
trends on drinking water shortage show that about
44 percent of people in Pakistan do not have ac-
cess to safe, healthy, and affordable water for dai-
ly use. However, Pakistani consumers have turned
to bottled water as a healthier alternative for their
well-being than drinking contaminated tap water.
However, in reality, bottled water is an expensive
and (sometimes) unhealthy alternative because of
sporadic testing and inspection of contaminants
and processing plants.

In a recent report, the Pakistan Council of Re-
search in Water Eesources (PCEWE) has declared
19 brands of bottled mineral waters unsafe for hu-
man consumption due to microbiological or chem-

PCRWR collected 185 samples of mineral/bot-
tled water brands from 21 cities for examination
during the 1st quarter of the current year 2024. The
test revealed that 19 brands were unsafe for human
consumption.

Six brands including Hensley Pure Water, Pure
Life, Natural Pure Life, Klear, Am Mughal Pure
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Water, and Nero were found unsafe for human
consumption due to the presence of higher levels
of sodium. While one brand (Nero) was found un-
safe for containing a higher level of TDS than the
permissible limit. Similarly, three brands namely
Cleana, Orwell, and 5till were found unsafe due to
the presence of a higher level of Arsenic than the
permissible limit, as per the report.

Moreover, 13 brands including Starlay, Al-Faris
Water, Nestlo Healthy Water, Nesspure, Pure Life,
Natural Pure Life, Nesspak, Geo Max Premium,

PCRWR collected 185
samples of mineral/bottled
water brands from 2I cities
for examination during the

Ist quarter of the current year
2024, and the test revealed that
19 brands were unsafe for
human consumption

Cleana, Splash, Karakorum, Heavenly, 7 Bro were
found contaminated with bacteria and thus were
also unsafe for drinking purpose. PCEWE. carries
out quarterly monitoring of bottled water brands on
the directives of the government and publicizes the
results for awareness of public health. The general
public is encouraged to look at the detailed report
to know about the status of the water quality of bot-
tled water brands they consume.

The most essential thing for the sustenance of
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human life is water, particularly fresh potable water.
It is not a never-ending resource and if proper con-
servation efforts are not made then the vital supply
of water may be exhausted. Many different benefits
are derived from water preservation efforts includ-
ing economic benefits in addition to saving energy
and equipment by these efforts.

Conservation also protects and maintains the
continuity of life on earth, which is not possible to
maintain if the adequate water supply is disturbed
and not protected. A large majority of the popula-
tion around the world has been forced to buy bot-
tled water instead of utilizing tap water and water
from other sources, because of the poor quality of
drinking water provided by these sources. A rapid
increase has been observed in the bottled water in-
dustry worldwide in the last few years because of
the changed preferences of people to buy bottled
water as a healthy option and avoid using contami-
nated and unclean water.

The bottling of natural mineral water was start-
ed in Europe and it was first presented for sale by
the holy well bottling plant4 of the United Kingdom
in 1622. After the Second World War, bottled water
was extensively distributed as a beverage in cafes,
restaurants, and grocery stores. It was considered a
medical remedy due to its healing and therapeutic
effects and was sold as a medicine till the 1200s.

‘Water scarcity is a subject of serious debate in
Pakistan, of the occasional riot and sometimes of
long queues at rare public wells or sources. For wa-
ter reservation, at the level of the Supreme Court, a
fund has been set up to build two dams so the river
water that flows into the seas can be preserved for
energy and agricultural purposes.

Public drinking water here wasn't always poi-
sonous. Even toward the end of the 1990s, bottled
water was reserved for the ultra-elite — for heads of
state hosting other heads of state or for elite Paki-
stanis who vacationed on the French Riviera.

But today, because of pollution and a lack of
investment in infrastructure, if you don't drink bot-
tled or filtered water, you are condemning yourself
and your little ones to horrible diseases and maybe
even to a new form of the ancient affliction called
death by contamination. According to one esti-
mate, 53,000 children in Pakistan die of diarrhea
every year after drinking water containing danger-
ous bacteria. According to another estimate, 40 per-
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cent of all deaths in Pakistan are caused by water
contaminated with sewage, industrial waste, arse-
nic, or diseases.

Increasingly, both in Pakistan and elsewhere,
when you go to a public event as a speaker or a pan-
elist, the first thing that appears in front of you is a
bottle of water. Sometimes you hold onto it as if it
might save you from the wrath of the audience. Bot-
tled water has been so fashioned in the culture that
at no event anyone would be seen saying, “Can you
please take this bottle away and give me some tap
water instead?” When hotels automatically stock
your room with a complimentary bottle and restau-
rants greet you with “Still or sparkling?” asking for
tap water would mean outing yourself as a miser or
a fusspot. m
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Alibaba to train
Pakistan entrepreneurs
in advanced

c-cominerce

e

Fxpressing gratitude for the minister’s support, the Alibaba.

com delegation conveyed its optimism for the future. It
underscored the intention to expand operations in Pakistan,
with plans to initiate activities in Balochistan and KPK

high-level delegation from Alibaba.

com, a leading platform for global busi-

ness-to-business (B2B) e-commerce,

called on the Federal Minister for Com-
merce Jam Kamal Khan to discuss avenues to en-
hance e-commerce in Pakistan. Minister Jam as-
sured the delegation of his full support in advancing
e-commerce initiatives in the country, emphasizing
the need to bridge the gap between traditional com-
merce and the digital marketplace.

Highlighting the untapped potential of e-com-
merce in Pakistan, Minister Jam Kamal Khan re-
affirmed the commitment of the Ministry of Com-
merce and the government’s leadership to bolster
trade volume. The Minister said there should be
close collaboration between TDAP and Alibaba.
com while stressing the importance of turning these
collaborations into tangible actions.

Expressing gratitude for the minister’s support,
the Alibaba.com delegation conveyed its optimism
for the future. It underscored the intention to ex-
pand operations in Pakistan, with plans to initiate
activities in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KPK). This move signifies Alibaba.com’s commit-
ment to fostering economic growth and leveraging
the potential of Pakistan's burgeoning e-commerce
landscape.

As Pakistan seeks to harness the benefits of
digital commerce, collaborations with global en-
tities like Alibaba.com are poised to pave the way
for transformative economic opportunities, driving
progress and prosperity across the nation. The dele-
gation of Alibaba.com comprised Rocky Lu, Head
of Pakistan Business at Alibaba.com, Berry Ma,
Head of Marketing of Southeast Asia at Alibaba.
com, and Alicia Lu, Head of PR of Southeast Asia

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

at Alibaba.com.

Earlier, Alibaba.com and the Trade Develop-
ment Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) announced a
series of training programs to equip Pakistani busi-
nesses, particularly small and medium-sized export-
ers, with essential knowledge, tools, and method-
ologies to achieve success in the global market. In
conjunction with this announcement, Alibaba.com
has unveiled its intelligent tool suite, Smart Assis-
tant, as its latest offering to help boost the interna-
tional trade capacity of Pakistani exporters operat-
ing on its platform.

parunitios with

yWANT AT

The announcement was made at the 2024 Global
B2B Digital Export Summit, held under the theme
“Smart Up Your Trade, Leading Your Way” at a lo-
cal hotel, in Lahore.

The summit featured a host of B2B e-commerce
and export experts, including Shahzad Ahmed
Khan, Director General of the Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan (TDAF), and Rocky Lu,
Head of Pakistan Business at Alibaba.com, along-
side other guests including Kashif Anwar, Presi-
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dent of LCCI, Adil Mukhtar, Assistant Director at
TDAPF, and Berry Ma, Marketing Director of South-
east Asia at Alibaba.com.

Commenting on the collaboration, Shahzad
Ahmed Khan, Director General at TDAP stated:
“Our joint effort with Alibaba.com to plan a series
of training programs is a significant move towards
the digital empowerment of Pakistani SMEs. By
combining our resources, we are equipping local
businesses with advanced B?B e-commerce skills
and strategic vision for their success on the global
stage. Together, we're fostering an environment con-
ducive to innovation, sustainability and success.”

Affirming the commitment to digital advance-
ment, Rocky Lu, Head of Pakistan Business at Alib-
aba.com, remarked: “In today’s fiercely competitive
global marketplace, digital transformation is not just
desirable, but essential for SMEs. Our joint training
programs with TDAP are crafted to hone the global
trading capabilities and acumen of Pakistani SMEs.
Additionally, the introduction of our intelligent tool

suite, Smart Assistant, is set to complement these
training efforts by providing suppliers operating on
our platform with smart e-commerce tools aimed at
refining business operations and communications,
as well as offering valuable insights into prevailing
market trends for informed decision-making. We
believe these initiatives will not only bolster compet-
itiveness but also pave the way for broader growth in
the global e-commerce sector.”

Alibaba.com’s Smart Assistant offers various
advanced features that elevate the performance
and competitiveness of SMEs in the export mar-
ket, including Product Listing Optimization: Sug-
gests attractive titles, keywords, descriptions, and
professional images and videos for products. Smart
chatbot: Assists businesses in communicating with
international customers, automatically and swifily
replying to request-for-quotation (RFQ) messages,
and editing texts in a professional style.

Alibaba.com and TDAP
announced a series of training
programs to equip Pakistani
businesses, particularly small
and medium-sized exporters,
with essential knowledge, tools,

and methodologies to achieve
success in the global market

Specialist knowledge: Offers accurate and in-
depth market information, tailored to each specif-
ic product category and based on Alibaba.com’s
extensive database and 24 years of experience, for
informed decision-making.

JNM Leather Safety Gloves Industries has seen
significant improvements in operational efficiency
and garnered useful market insights since adopting
Smart Assistant as a pilot user. The company joined
Alibaba.com in 2014 and now achieves annual reve-
nues surpassing US$1.5 million.

“We've seen remarkable enhancements in our
operations since incorporating Smart Assistant,”
shared Muzaffar Hussain, Head of Owverseas Mar-
keting at JNM Leather Safety Gloves Industries. “It
has streamlined our business processes and provid-
ed sharp analyses of customer trends, enabling us to
better anticipate and meet market demands.”w
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Punjab govt CBD NSIT

City

to revolutionize

technological

landscape

The project stands as a testament to the power of visionary
leadership and strategic planning. Divided into three key
segments — the I'T & Tech District, Education City, and Film
City, GBD, NSI'T aims to create a comprehensive ecosystem

that nurtures technological innovation,

fosters educational

excellence, and stimulates creative industries

he incombent provincial government of
Punjab has taken the lead to put the prov-
ince ahead of its peers by announcing a
mega project, the CBD NSIT City.
Spanmning over an area of 800 acres, the NSIT will
be Pakistan's first and only IT city which will emerge
as a beacon of progress, innovation, and opportunity.
This project, located in Lahore, was once known
as the Lahore Knowledge Park, which remained dor-
mant and untapped for a decade, now finds renewed
purpose and vigor under the visionary leadership of
Chief Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz Sharif. This
transformation breathes new life into the project, in-
fusing it with a sense of purpose and direction.

The project stands as a testament to the power of
visionary leadership and strategic planning. Divided
into three key segments - the IT & Tech District, Edu-
cation City, and Film City, CBD NSIT aims to create
a comprehensive ecosystem that nurtures technolog-
ical innovation, fosters educational excellence, and
stimulates creative industries. Each segment plays a
pivotal role in shaping Punjab’s future as a hub of
technological advancement and economic prosperity.
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At the heart of CBD NSIT lies the ambitious Celes-
tia, a twin-tower IT building set to mark the begin-
ning of a new era for the project. This iconic structure
will serve as a symbol of progress and innovation, at-
tracting businesses, investors, and talent from across
the globe. With its construction set to commence in
the initial phase, Celestia embodies the spirit of NSIT
- bold, ambitious, and forward-thinking.

Spanning over an area of 800
acres, the NSIT will be
Pakistan’s first and only IT city
which will emerge as a beacon
of progress, innovation, and
opportunity

The timeline for CBD NSIT's development is
ambitious yet achievable, with the entire infrastruc-
ture of the project anticipated to be finalized within
three years. This rapid pace of development reflects
the commitment of the Punjab government to realize
the full potential of CBD NSIT and harness its trans-
formative power for the benefit of the region. The
projected creation of approximately one million jobs
underscores the economic impact of NSIT, providing
and driving economic growth across sectors.

To ensure the sustainability and wviability of the
project, NSIT adopts a multi-faceted revenue model
that includes self-generation, joint ventures, and Real
Estate Investment Trusts (REITs). This diversified

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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approach to revenue generation minimizes risk and
maximizes returns, ensuring the long-term success of
NSIT as a sustainable and self-sustaining entity. With
an estimated investment of 100 billion rupees, NSIT
represents a significant commitment to the future of
Punjab and its people.

In addition to its economic impact, NSIT is poised
to become a center for technological innovation and
research, driving advancements in fields such as arti-

ﬁc:mlmtc]ljgcncc,bludﬂ{:ham andcybcrsamn:l:ty Ejr
fostering collaboration between industry, academia,
andgmmnmcnt,NSI'I‘aImstocrcaMafcrﬁlngrmmd
for innovation and entrepreneurship, paving the way
for the next generation of tech leaders and pioneers.

Furthermore, CBD NSIT’s designation as a spe-
cial economic zone and the Punjab government’s
declaration of tax-free status for ten years further
ect. These measures demonstrate the government’s
unwavering commitment to fostering a conducive en-
vironment for business development and economic

The recent launch of the Silicon Block by the
Central Business District Punjab has received an
overwhelming response from the business communi-
ty, further solidifying CBD NSIT’s position as a pre-
mier destination for tech-driven enterprises. This vi-
brant ecosystem of innovation and entrepreneurship
sets CBD NSIT apart as a visionary project with the
potential to shape the future of Punjab and beyond.

But CBD NSIT is more than just a collection of
buildings and infrastructure; it represents a bold vi-
sion for the future of urban living. By integrating cut-
ting-edge technology, educational excellence, creative
industries, sustainable practices, and holistic health-
care, CBD NSIT aims to uplift lifestyles, redefine ur-
ban living, and foster prosperity for all stakeholders.

The strategic master plan for CBD NSIT embod-
ies a bold vision for the future, one where boundaries
blur, possibilities abound, and progress knows no lim-
its. It envisions a vibrant ecosystem where individuals
thrive, businesses flourish, and communities prosper.
CBD NSIT stands not only as a physical space but
as a testament to innovation, sustainability, and com-
munity empowerment.

a brighter and more inclusive future, NSIT invites all
stakeholders to join hands in realizing its vision and
shaping a future where NSIT becomes the epicenter
of technological innovation, economic growth, and
social progress. Welcome to CBD NSIT City, where
the future meeis possibility, and dreams become

reality. w
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Exclusive Events, Priceless Memories

The Palace by Etihad Town is an amazing choice if you're searching for a great wedding plan so contact us. Situated adjacent to the
Etihad Town Phase- | is a venue of Royal and grandeur with exquisite decor and amenities that compliments your event. The huge
parking spaces available which guarantees the visitors a hassle-free event.
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@ ADDRESS
Abu Dhabi Palace, Etihad Town Phase - 1,
THE PALACE 3.5 KM Raiwind Road, Lahore

At ETIHAD TOWN For Bookings and further Information:
g R — 0322 4421844




JONVUNSNI LISANVH +

“1001C Sy

<
)
=
E
>
>
N
O
-
2
o

0001

NI
OAMLIN
YIHLO

000€ |

Free download: flare.pk

INTERVIEW

Usman Yaqoob

MUHAMMAD IMRAN

MINDSET IS EVERYTHING

FLARE: Your journey has been marked by
remarkable events that seemed impossible to
achieve. Can you share the story of how it all
began for you?

IMRAN: | began my journey facing immense
challenges, from struggling to afford my
education to needing to find g source of

income at a young age. Despite these obsta-
cles, | maintained a clear visfon that | would
not abandon my dreams, with my family
serving as my primary motivation to persevere.
In the early 2000s, | entered the Telecom
Industry, starting from the ground up with
minimal pay. Through surrounding myself with
successful individuals and absorbing their
knowledge, | mastered the art of winning. My
driving force was to elevate my family and
provide them with the best possible life,
Transitioning from Telecom to the Education
sector and eventually to multinational
hardware enterprises, | traveled a long path. It
wasn't just skill that propelled me forward; it
was an unwavering determination, as { never
harbored o fear of failure.

FLARE: How has your steadfast belief in o
winning mindset influenced how you approach
challenges and seize opportunities in your
career ? Your insights could be invaluable for
inspiring and guiding today's youth as they
shape their own paths forward.

IMRAN: The cornerstone of success lies in che's
belief system, with perseverance serving as the
key to uniocking the treasure of victory. Adapt-
ability to new circumstances, continual skill
acquisition, and alighment Wwith evolving
business demands are essential. Moreover,
staying abreast of technelogical advance-
ments and both local and global trends is
indispensable. However, amidst these changes,
the ability to collaborate effectively remains
unchanged. Proficiency in communication and
fostering strong relationships with stakehold-
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ers ensures resilience in both personal and
professional spheres, Despite advancements,
interpersonal and communication skills remain
paramount for achieving success.

FLARE: Could you please explain how "work from
home" impacts the slog of the professionals?

IMRAN: In the face of the COVID-19 pandemic
and the shift towards remote work, | embraced
this changing landscape by prioritizing
flexibility and resilience. Leveraging technolo-
gy, | ensured seamless communication and
collaboration with my team. Establishing clear
routines helped maintain productivity while

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK

also prioritizing work-life balance. Additional-
Iy, | sought out opportunities for upskilling and
personal development to stay relevant in an
evolving work environment. Overall, by remain-
ing odaptable and focused on solutions, |
successfully navigated this transition and
emerged stronger,

FLARE: To whom would you like to dedicate
your efforts and achievements in your lifetime?

IMRAN: | dedicate my efforts and accomplish-
ments to my father, whose unwavering
support, guidance, and handholding since
childhood have played a pivotal role in
shaping my journey. His encouragement has
fueled my determination, and his wisdom has
been my guiding light through every challenge
and triumph. It is through his love and sacrific-
es that | have found the strength to pursue my
dreams and strive for excellence.

Leader of the year 2020,

A AR
AL-ASIF

\'.
Presentad o

Mr Imran Sheiki

MAY, 2024



[IEW

Usman Yaqoob

FLARE: Could you illuminate us on the
captivating content and impact of your books,
"Selling Solutions™ and "Professional Communi-
cation,” and how they enrich the lives of their
readers?

IMRAN: While acknowledging the importance
of interpersonal skills, it's profound to under-
score the significance of negotiation prowess,
particularly in the realm of sales and
deal-making. "Selling Solutions™ delves into
honing the innate salesman within, transcend-
ing the mere transactional aspect of selling
products and services. It's about mastering the
art of persuasion, from selling ideas to forging
partnerships, from retail distribution to system
creation. The book encapsulates these
multifaceted skills, highlighting that regard-
less of one's field, adept selling abilities pave
the path to significant achievements. Notably,
effective selling hinges on robust communica-
tion skills. Communication, a pervasive facet
of human fnteraction, can wield transformative
power when executed adeptly. By mastering
active listening, one can ensure their message
resonates profoundly with others. Inspired by
Stephen Covey's seminal work, "The 7 Habits of
Highly Effective People,” this book underscores
that adept communication is the antidote to
failure and a cornerstone for navigating any
situation successfully.
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FLARE: Your philanthropic endeavors are
honored by the President House and have
garnered considerable recognition at naticnal
level. What motivates your commitment to the
betterment of society?

IMRAN: Throughout my life journey, I've come to
understand the deep importance of giving
back to society and upholding steadfast
integrity. Beyond my family, my primary mission
has been to faoster societal welfare through
incremental steps towards spreading goodwill
and championing initiatives for the greater
public good. This fervent drive has fueled my
efforts to generate wealth and create oppor-
tunities for talented, aspiring individuals. In
the realm of healthcare, I've extended support
to those unable to aid themselves by enhanc-
ing local hospital facilities through modest
contributions. Additionally, [I've dedicated
myself to promoting environmental sustain-
ability in Pakistan by planting countless seeds
and inspiring others to follow suit. It's crucial to
recognize that credibility and tangible actions
speak volumes; intentions alone are insuffi-
cient. My aim is to exemplify positive societal
engaogement across all spheres, ensuring that
future generations emulate these principles on
a broader scale,

B

Tmren Shelch
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FLARE: What advice would you offer to individ-
uals who are just starting out in their careers?

IMRAN: To those starting their careers, | would
emphasize the importance of embracing
opportunities, whether in entrepreneurship or
traditional employment. Be open to learning
and adaopting, as both paths offer valuable
experiences. Consider entrepreneurship as o
viable option, but also recognize the benefits
of gaining experience in a job setting.
Ultimately, stay true to your passions and
goals, and be willing to take calculated risks to
pursue your dreams.

FLARE: Civen your expertise in both marketing
and sales, which career path would you
recommend for newcomers entering the field?

IMRAN: When considering career paths, it's
crucial to recognize the significance of both
marketing and sales. Marketing oppeals to
those with o strategic mindset, focusing on
crafting and implementing comprehensive
plans to promote products or services. [t
involves market research, branding, advertis-
ing, and customer engagement strategies. On
the other hand, sales is ideal for individuals
who thrive on interaction and persuasion. It
entails building relationships, identifying
customer needs, and closing deals effectively.
While marketing lays the groundwork for
generating leads and creating brand aware-
ness, sales professionals are instrumental in
converting those leads into revenue. Ultimate-
ly, both fields play integral roles in driving
business success, and choosing between them
depends on individual strengths and prefer-
ences.

NOTE OF GRATITUDE

AlhamdulILLAH, I'm filled with gratitude
to ALLAH, the Maost Merciful and Compas-
sionate, for His abundant blessings and
divine guidance. His mercy is my constant
companion, and His love fills every corner
of my heart. | am, who | am due to His
endless grace and supreme presence in
my life.
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akistan's real estate sector is facing formi-

erty values and soaring interest rates, while

witnessing a notable development in its
mortgage market. As the industry grapples with eco-
nomic headwinds, mortgage lenders are innovating
to meet the needs of a diverse array of homebuyers.
It is surprising to know dozens of housing schemes
across the country have been established on agricul-
tural land which can cause food starvation. It is the
right time for the government to take steps and stop
this mushroom growth of private housing schemes
for the sake of protecting agricultural land.

The real estate sector in Pakistan is one of the
largest and most important for the national econo-
my. It contributes to about 2% of the GDF, employs
about 7% of the labor force, and attracts about 8%
of the total investment in the country. The real estate
sector also has a significant impact on the develop-
ment and welfare of society, as it provides housing,
infrastructure, and amenities for the people.

However, the real estate sector in Pakistan has
faced a downturn in the past two years. Property
prices have declined sharply, affecting buyers, sellers,
developers, investors, and the overall economy.

The real estate landscape in Pakistan has encoun-
tered a downturn, characterised by a 15% decrease in
property values over the past year, outpacing similar
trends in other Asian cities. Karachi, Pakistan’s eco-
nomic hub, has experienced a 4% decrease in prop-
erty values over the past decade, contrasting with the
growth seen in cities like Mumbai, India.

Despite these challenges, Pakistan’s real estate
market offers unique advantages, including moder-
ate rental yields averaging around 5-6%, and compet-
itive rental tax rates. However, high mortgage rates,
reaching up to 24%, present a significant barrier to
enfry for potential homebuyers.

In response to these market dynamics, mortgage
lenders in Pakistan are adapting their products to
cater to the diverse needs of homebuyers. “Paki-
stan’s mortgage sector, though facing hurdles, has
immense growth potential,” said Dr Zahid Hussain,
an economist in housing finance. “Mortgage lenders
have recognised the importance of offering flexible
and tailored financing options to address the evolv-
ing needs of homebuyers.” The mortgage market
in Pakistan has historically lagged behind its poten-
tial, with a consistently low mortgage-to-GDP ratio
of under 0.5% for over a decade. However, there is
optimism that targeted interventions and innovation
within the sector can unlock its growth potential.

“Despite the challenges, Pakistan’s real estate
market remains attractive for investors and potential
homeowners,” said Muhammad Khattak, Relation-
ship Manager at Faysal Bank. “The key lies in ad-
dressing the systemic issues plaguing the sector while
capitalising on its inherent strengths.”

He said efforts to improve financial literacy and
awareness about mortgage products were also under-
way to empower homebuyers with the knowledge
needed to navigate the housing market effectively.

Khattak noted that while Pakistan's real estate
sector faced significant hurdles, including high mort-
gage rates and declining property values, the inno-
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The real estate sector in Pakistan is one of the largest and most
important for the national economy. It contributes to about 2%
of the GDP, employs about 7% of the labour force, and attracts
about 8% of the total investment in the country. The real estate
sector also has a significant impact on the development and
welfare of society, as it provides housing, infrastructure, and

amenities for the people

In Pakistan, 37% of the population and 13% of
households are food insecure — a trend exacerbated
by political instability, economic crisis, shocks, and
natural disasters like floods. Pakistan ranks eleventh
worst globally on the Global Hunger Index, reflect-
ing the severity of the issue.

“Pakistan’s rural communities bear the brunt
of food insecurity. Factors such as poverty, limited
market access, volatile food prices, and climate-relat-
ed challenges contribute to this complex problem,”
Irshad Khan Abbasi, Head of Innovation and Inte-
gration, Pakistan Powerty

vation seen in the mortgage

market signalled a positive
step towards addressing the
diverse needs of homebuy-

ers. downturn in the past two years.

“With strategic interven-

in Pakistan has faced a

However, the real estate sector Alleviation Fund (FPAF),

said.
“One of the primary

challenges faced by the ru-
ral areas is the limited mar-

Property prices have declined ketaccess. Remote commu-

tions and a focus on reform, nities often lack easy access
Pakistan's real estate market g rply, affecting buyers,  to markets where they can
holds the potential to emerge . purchase affordable and di
stronger and more resilient  $€llers, developers, investors, Pt items, l;dmg o
in the face of economic chal-

oo and the overall economy  reliance on locally available

On the other hand, food
insecurity remains a significant challenge in Paki-
stan, particularly impacting the rural areas. Despite
ongoing efforts to improve access to food, numerous
challenges persist, necessitating an urgent need to
tackle this pressing issue.

Globally, ending hunger and malnutrition is a
significant challenge, with 828 million people facing
food insecurity in 2022.
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but limited options. Addi-
tionally, climate change impacts, such as erratic
weather patterns and natural disasters, disrupt ag-
ricultural production and livelihoods, affecting food

“Additionally, infrastructure deficiencies also
play a role, with inadequate transportation networks
and storage facilities hindering efficient distribution
of food products and contributing to price fluctua-
tions.
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“As a result, low household incomes and limit-
ed employment opportunities further exacerbate the
situation, making it challenging for rural residents to
afford nutritious food consistently,” he elaborated.

Irshad emphasized the need for targetted inter-
wventions to address food insecurity in rural areas.

“To effectively tackle food insecurity in rural Pa-
lastan, we must focus on improving agricultural pro-
ductivity through the adoption of modern farming
techniques and technologies. Investments in rural
infrastructure, such as irrigation systems and storage
facilities, are also crucial to ensure food availability
and reduce post-harvest losses.”

Furthermore, he emphasized the role of technol-
ogy in enhancing food access in rural Pakistan.

“Digital solutions such as mobile applications
for market information, online platforms for agri-
cultural input procurement, and e-commerce for
food sales can revolutionize the food supply chains
in our rural areas. Integrating technology with tradi-
tional farming practices can boost efficiency, reduce
costs, and improve food accessibility for rural com-
munities.

“The Pakistani government has implemented
various initiatives to address food insecurity, in-
cluding targeted subsidies on essential food items,
programs to improve agricultural productivity, and
nutrition education initiatives. Community-driven
efforts, partnerships with NGOs and international
organizations, and collaboration with the private sec-
tor also play a vital role in addressing food insecurity
and promoting sustainable agriculture practices,” he
added. m
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US Consortium poised
to buy 'TiKToK as
Biden administration
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i d TikTok

Fight TikTok ecreators are suing the US government over
a law requiring TikTok’s Chinese-owned parent company,
ByteDance, to sell the app or face a ban, arguing it violates
their First Amendment rights

he President of the United States of

America, Joe Biden government is wor-

ried about the continually increasing

TokTok users in the country. The govern-
ment many times threatened the Chinese compa-
ny to close its business in the USA or face a ban
on it. With 148.92 million users, the United States
has the highest number of TikTok users as of
2024. However, the number of TikTok users in the
United States declined from 150 million in 2023 to
148.92 million in 2024. Indonesia comes in second
place with 126.83 million users.

President Joe Biden signed a bill that could
lead to a nationwide TikTok ban, escalating a mas-
sive threat to the company’s US operations.

Congress has passed the bill as part of a
wide-ranging foreign aid package meant to sup-
port Israel and Ukraine. It was approved by the
House and the Senate.

The legislation poses the most serious risk to
TikTok since US officials began raising concerns
about the app in 2020. Under what is now US
law, TikTok is forced to find a new owner within
months or be banned from the United States en-
tirely.

The bill that Biden signed gives TikTok's Chi-
nese parent, ByteDance, 270 days to sell TikTok.
Failure to do so would lead to significant conse-
quences: TikTok would be prohibited from US app
stores and from “internet hosting services” that
support it.

That would effectively restrict new downloads
of the app and interaction with its content. Biden's
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decision to sign the bill puts the deadline for a sale
at January 19, 2025. Under the legislation, how-
ever, Biden could extend the deadline another 90
days if he determines the company's made prog-
ress toward a sale, giving TikTok potentially up to
a year before facing a ban.

Entrepreneur and former Los Angeles Dodgers
owner Frank McCourt said his organization, Proj-
ect Liberty, is forming a consortium to buy social
media platform TikTok in the United States.

A law signed by President Joe Biden on April
24 gives the social media platform’s owner, ByteD-
ance, until Jan. 19 next year to sell TikTok or face

Entrepreneur and former Los
Angeles Dodgers owner Frank
MecCourt said his organization,
Project Liberty, is forming a
consortium to buy social media
platform TikTok in the United
States

a ban. The bill was passed by US lawmakers on
account of worries that China could access Amer-
icans’ data or surveil them through the app.

The White House had said it wants to see Chi-
nese-based ownership ended on national security
grounds but not a ban on TikTok.

Project Liberty, working with Guggenheim Se-
curities, law firm Kirkland & Ellis, technologies,
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academics, and others, proposed to migrate the
platform to a digital open-source protocol.

Inventor of the World Wide Web, Sir Tim Ber-
ners-Lee, and David Clark, senior research scien-
tist at the MIT Computer Science and Artificial
Intelligence Laboratory, are among the supporters
of the bid, the organization said.

Project Liberty launched the open-source De-
centralized Social Networking Protocol in 2021,
establishing a shared social graph that is not de-
pendent on a specific application or a centralized
platform.

The organization encompasses the work of
the Project Liberty Institute, with an international
partner network that includes academic institu-
tions and a for-profit arm that includes a technolo-
gy team developing digital infrastructure.

Eight TikTok creators are suing the US govern-
ment over a law requiring TikTok’s Chinese-owned
parent company, ByteDance, to sell the app or face
a ban, arguing it violates their First Amendment
rights.

The creators allege that the law is “unconsti-
tutionally overbroad” and lacks “any conceivable
legitimate interest that would warrant shuttering
an entire media platform used by millions.”

The law, known as the Protecting Americans
From Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications
Act, was passed last month as part of a larger for-
eign aid package.

Lawmakers have pointed to national security
and data privacy concerns stemming from Tik-
Tok's Chinese parent company in supporting ef-
forts to force a sale or ban the popular social me-
dia app.

However, the creators pushed back on these
justifications and suggested that they could be ad-
dressed with narrower regulations.

“The government cannot ban a medium for
communication because it believes that medium
is used to transmit foreign ‘propaganda’ or other
protected content,” the lawsuit reads.

“Nor does the government have any actual,
non-speculative evidence that banning TikTok in
its current form enhances Americans’ data secu-
rity, or that its ban is narrowly tailored to accom-
plish that objective,” it continues.

TikTok and ByteDance also sued to block the
law on First Amendment grounds, arguing that a
sale is “simply not possible” and would lead to a
shutdown of the app in the US and cut off mil-
lions of daily users.

Meanwhile, potential buyers have lined up,
from former Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin
to real estate billionaire and former Dodgers own-
er Frank McCourt.

Despite being banned in India, one of the
world’s biggest economies, TikTok has managed
to maintain a huge audience base. Today TikTok
is used by 30.95% of social media users worldwide
and 29.15% of Internet users.

Let's take a detailed look at the facts and fig-
ures about TikTok users, demographics, usage,
app penetration, revenue, and TikTok influencers.

With 1.56 billion users worldwide, TikTok is
the 5th most popular social media platform. It has
captured the interest of mainly GenZ demograph-
ics.
Despite being banned in India, one of the
world’s biggest economies, TikTok has managed
to maintain a huge audience base. Today TikTok
is used by 30.95% of social media users worldwide
and 29.15% of Internet users.

TikTok has 1.56 billion monthly active users
globally as of 2024. TikTok ranks 3th among the
most popular social media platforms. With 148.92
million users, the United States has the highest
number of TikTok users as of 2024. 52% of the
TikTok users are men, while 48% are women as
of 2024.

The majority of TikTok users are between the
ages of 18 to 34, at 69.3%. TikTok users spend
58 minutes and 24 seconds on the app daily as of
2024. TikTok has been downloaded more than
4.902 billion times to date. TikTok have 2.05 billion
registered users worldwide in 2024. =
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any netizens have launched a cam-

paign to force the government to

withdraw all incentives like free

electricity, petrol, gas, and many
more provided to the bureaucratic officials from
of charge at the public expense. When common
people pay for everything from their hard-earned
money, why don't these officials pay from their
own pockets when they draw salaries in millions
of rupees? The people of AJK did not launch a
campaign on social media and other platforms just
to do it, but because they stood for their right and
got it.

For the first time in our national history, the
people of AJK set an example of getting their due
right by taking to the streets in protest against ex-
pensive electricity and price-hikes and made the
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) government to
cut down the prices of flour and other commodi-
ties of daily use. In a quick and positive response
to the protest of the AJP people, the government
reduced the prices of wheat flour and electricity
in the region. AJK Prime Minister Anwar-ul-Haq
announced Rs23 billion in subsidies provided by
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and thanked him
for making it possible.

The development came amid protests in the
portion of the disputed Himalayan valley admin-
istered by Pakistan over the prices of wheat and
power. The Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami Action
Committee (JAAC) led the protests, demanding
subsidized wheat flour and that electricity prices be
set as per the hydropower generation cost in Azad
Kashmir.

A policeman was killed in clashes when the po-
lice clashed with the demonstrators as authorities
blocked a rally from moving toward Azad Kash-
mir's capital, Muzaffarabad, from the region's
Poonch and Kotli districts. Weekend talks between
the JAAC core committee and AJK Chief Secre-
tary Dawood Bareach in Rawalakot ended in a
stalemate, and a planned march by protesters to
the capital resumed.

Speaking at a press conference, PM Hagq said
the AJK government had notified reduced prices
of wheat flour and electricity after Pakistan Pre-
mier Sharif approved subsidies at a meeting he pre-
sided over.

“The new price of electricity in Azad Kashmir
will be Rs3 per unit for the consumers of one to 100
units, Es3 per unit for 100-300 units, and Esé per
unit for consumption above 300 units. The com-
mercial unit price will be Rs10 for 1-300 units, and
Rsl5 for above 300 units,” according to PM Hag.

A 40-kg bag of wheat flour,previously priced at
Rs3,100, was now fixed at Rs2,000. After meeting
the demands, no justification was left for the pro-
testors of the Awami Action Committee (AAC) to
carry out demonstrations and call for a wheel jam
strike in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK).

Dr. Ejaz Khan, former Chairman of the Inter-
national Relations Department at the University of
Peshawar, said Dr. Ejaz said democracy was the
best system through which all issues could be ad-
dressed through constructive and meaningful dia-
logue. He said there was a democratic government
in Azad Kashmir and a legislative assembly where
any issue could be raised and solved.

He said that certain anti-state forces were try-
ing to destabilize the region to achieve their ulte-
rior motives and halt the development process in
Azad Jammu and Kashmir. He said the brave and
patriotic people of Azad Kashmir would thwart all
negative designs through unity and support for its
elected government.

He said that shedding the blood of innocent
people and law enforcers in the name of subsidized
wheat and fair electricity by the AAC protestors
was a great injustice to the peaceful citizens, poor
transporters, laborers, farmers, and families of the
victims.

The closures of roads adversely affected farm-
ers in shifting their wheat stock to government pro-
curement centers, as well as fruits and vegetable
stocks by farmers.

He commended the security forces and police
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AJK govt drastically
cuts power, flour
prices after public
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For the first time in our national history, the people of AJK set
an example of getting their due right by taking to the streets in
protest against expensive electricity and price-hikes and made
the Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) government to cut down
the prices of flour and other commodities of daily use

for showing maximum restraint despite provoca-
tive statements from the AAC activists and attacks
on law enforcers in some pockets of Azad Kash-
mir.
The experts said on the issue that the huge relief
package approved by Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif would significantly help in resolv-
ing key issues and providing relief to the people of
Azad Kashmir.

The new price of electricity in
Azad Kashmir will be Rs3 per
unit for consumers of one to
100 units, Rs5 per unit for 100-
300 units, and Rs6 per unit for
consumption above 300 units.
The commercial unit price will
be RslO for I-300 units, and
Rsl5 for above 300 units

President Asif Ali Zardari had also urged re-
straint and called on stakeholders to resolve the
price hike issue in Azad Kashmir through “dia-
logue and mutual consultation.”

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

“The President said political parties, state in-
stitutions, and the people of AJK should act re-
sponsibly so that hostile elements could not exploit
the situation to their benefit,” the Radio Pakistan
broadcaster reported.

The President wanted the demands of the peo-
ple of AJK tobe addressed as per the law.

The government officials have hinted atsocial
media for spreading “enemy propaganda” to fan-
the tension in the AJEK.It was a reference to India,
with which Pakistan fought three wars over Kash-
mir. But officially, Islamabad has not blamed In-
dia for the crisis it faced in Pakistan-administered
Kashmir.

Prime Minister ShehbazSharif expressed “deep
concerns” over the situation, saying that while the
protest is a democratic right, no one should take
the law into his own hands.

“Unfortunately, in situations of chaos and dis-
sent, there are always some who rush in to score
political points. While debate, discussion, and
peaceful protests are the beauties of democracy,
there should be absolutely no tolerance for tak-
ing the law into one’s own hands and damaging
government properties,” he wrote in a message on
the social media platform X (formerly known as
Twitter). m
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he Kalash Valley, nestled in the remote yet
breathtakingly beautiful Chitral District
of Pakistan, recently came alive through
the ancient and exuberant Chilam Joshi
Festival. Known locally as “Joshi,” this age-old cel-
ebration is one of the most significant and vibrant
festivals of the Kalashis on spring's arrival, which is
abundant with dairy products and new crops.

The Kalash Valley's Chilam Josh Festival, a
voyage of centuries-old tradition to welcome the ar-
rival of spring season amid blossom of flowers and
melting of snow started atiracting tourists all over
in droves to enjoy its cultural programs and musical
shows on beats drums which they warmly applaud-
ed. Kalash Valley, which is known for the annual
Chilam Josh Festival is celebrated from May 13 to
16 every year. It is more than just a tourist desti-
nation but a voyage of ancient tradition believed to
have been started during the era of Alexander the
Great and continuing to date in Chitral.

As the festival commenced at the famed dancing
ground, Charsoo in Rumbur Valley, the atmosphere
was electric. Local Kalash priests led the ceremo-
nies, ensuring that age-old rituals were followed to
the letter Women in intricately embroidered tradi-
tional attire, performed lively dances to the rthythmic
beats of drums, creating a mesmerizing spectacle
that highlighted the rich cultural tapestry of the Ka-
lash community.

The event saw a diverse gathering of people,
including district officials, members of the Kalash
Development Authority, former Special Assistant to
the Chief Minister Wazir Zada, and a large number
of domestic and international tourists. The district
administration, adhering to tradition, ensured full-
proof security for the festival, while the Tourism Po-
lice were there to guide and assist visitors, making
the experience smooth and enjoyable for all.

Chilam Joshi, the oldest festival of the Kalash
tribe, celebrates the end of a harsh winter and the
onset of spring. The festival is deeply rooted in the
Kalash people’s agrarian lifestyle, symbolizing the
joy of plentiful milk from their livestock and the
preparation of new crops. The first ritual, known as
CherikPipik (Cheer Peik), was performed, followed
by the decoration of homes with local flowers called
“Besha.” Began at Rumbur Valley surrounded by
lush green mountains of Bumbret, Kalash, and Birir
Valley, the Chilam Josh leaves an unerasable imprint
on the minds of thousands of visitors besides com-
pelling many to come again.

The unique dresses, cultural dances, ancient ritu-
als, and colorful traditions in the Kalasha festival are
some of the major attractions for tourists to see Ka-
lasha girls and boys dance to the tune of traditional
drum beats. The girls dressed in traditional clothes
of vibrant colors, adorned with gold and silver jewel-
ry and elaborate headgear, while men in traditional
Shalwar Kameez with a woolen waistcoat quite im-
pressed the tourists. Kalash women and men dance
and sing in a circle to the rhythmical chant of drum
beats. The Kalashi people also pray for the safety of
loved ones, fields, and animals besides distributing
milk during the festival.

“Along with my family, I came from Nowshera
to see the historic festival at my favorite Kalash val-
ley in Chitral,’ said architect Imran Ali while talking
to the local news agency. He said Kalash culture and
Chitralis hospitality impressed me the most during
my stay here. “My wvisit to Chitral remained incom-
plete without seeing the live Chilam Josh cultural
festival in Kalash Valley amid traditional dances
and cultural programs,” said Engr Imran Al.

He said Kalash culture was the identity of Chi-
tral and KP Govt patronage to develop its roads and
infrastructure and establish camping pods would
help bolster culture tourism at the locality besides
bolstering the rural economy. He underscored the
need for highlighting Kalasha culture through dig-
ital and social media so that more tourists especial-
Iy from foreign countries, could visit to the great
economic benefit of the people of Chitral. By pro-
moting infrastructure at Kalash Valley and Kalasha
museum, he said tourists’ load on Kalam, Kumrat,
Malam Jabba, Galayat, and Murree would be re-
duced and people of Chitral especially of Kalash
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Chilam Joshi festival:
A colortul celebration
of spring and tradition

old tradition to welcome the arrival of spring season amid the
blossom of flowers and melting of snow, started attracting
tourists indroves from all over to enjoy its cultural programs and
musical shows on the beats drums which warmly applauded

and Bumbrarat would be largely benefit.

Bakhtzada Khan, senior research officer, Muse-
ums and Archeology Department KP told the news
agency that the history of the Kalasha tribe was very
primitive and carried significance in Asian history.
“The people of Wadi-e-Kalash had been considered
as ancient people of Asia whose elders migrated to
Chitral and settled here at Hindu Kush mountains
range believed during the era of Alexander the
Great,” he said.

Women in intricately embroi-
dered traditional attire,
performed lively dances to the
rhythmic beats of drums,
crealing a mesmerizing
spectacle that highlighted the
rich cultural tapestry of the
Kalash community

He said there are many myths about the origin
of the Kalash people and mostly it was believed that
they are the descendants of Alexander the Great's
army. “Another tale is about their ancestors migrat-
ing to Chitral from the land of Tsiyam — the original
home place of the Kalash people, which they keep
referring to in their folk songs.”

To preserve the ancient art and culture of the
Kalasha tribe, he said work on the Kalasha Dur Mu-
seum in Chitral was started in 2001 and completed
in 2005. “There are about 1300 to 1500 objects ex-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

hibited in the museum which are of Ethnological
interest from the Kalasha tradition and from the tra-
ditions of the wider Hindu Kush.” On the ground
floor of the Museum, he said ethnological collection
of Kalasha culture besides primitive dresses, weap-
ons, and agricultural tools of Kalash women and
men were kept preserved while a school of Kalasha
culture with a library of books written on the val-
ley’s significance and local artist work housed in the
second floor.

In addition to traditional weapons made of
stones, metals, and wood, the Museum has a great
collection of other artifacts used by the Kalasha peo-
ple for hunting and self-defense. Kalasha Museum
also houses a vast collection of agricultural tools,
which reminds the visitors about its glorious cul-
ture, history, and inmovative changes in tool-making
techniques. A tourist could not remain unimpressed
after seeing the indigenous dresses of the Kalasha
tribe at the Museum.

Various musical instruments used over centuries
are also put on display in the Museum besides tabla,
sarangi, sahnai, tambura etc. Besides the rare photo-
graphs, he said, the museum has film rolls, journals,
books, sculptures, maps, documents, and materials
related to Kalasha Dur Chitral.

He said the Kalasha tribe’s primitive dresses of
both men and women are very special because it is
not just traditional dresses but also an expression of
the cultural identity of the Kalasha tribe.

Besides other small events, he said three major
festivals were organized by people of Kalash ev-
ery year who enjoy dancing to traditional musical
beats in these yearly events that attract tourists from
across the country. m
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here are thousands of websites that prom-
ise to pay money, but in the end, many
of them seem to be scams. But don't fret;
many sites pay yvou for your time and
work. Let's discover genumine online jobs that offer
freedom and help you escape the 9-to-3 trap.

Becoming a freelance writer is one of the legit-
imate online jobs that can help you make money.
Did you know that over 64 million Americans cur-
rently offer freelance services? That's around 38% of
the US workforce.

Fiverr is one of the most popular online market-
places for freelance services. On Fiverr, you can sign
up for free, set up your Gig, and offer your freelance
writing services.

Upwork: Upwork (formerly Elance-oDesk) is
a popular freelancing platform where you can find
thousands of web design-related gigs. There are two
ways you get paid on Upwork, one is hourly and the
other is fixed price.

Flexjobs offers real online paying jobs that pay
from over 30 categories where you'll also find web
design-related gigs.

Blogging is hands down the best online job in the
world, as you can work from home and earn money
from your laptop.

Did you know that the online tutoring market
will be accelerating at a CAGR (Compound annual
growth rate) of over 12.7%7 Its current market size
in 2024 is $8.36 billion and is going to reach over
$27.63 billion by 2034.

A Virtual Assistant (VA) is someone who pro-
vides services remotely and gets paid for their ser-
vices.

Beginner VAs usually get paid $5 to $10 per hour.
Once you have enough experience as a VA, and if
you can multitask productively, you can expect to
earn upwards of $50 per hour.

Selling photos online is one of the best options
for people looking for genuine online jobs. You can
sell everything from stock photos to vectors, graph-
ics, logos, and so on.

Becoming a translator is one of the best online
jobs that lets you make money from your home.

It doesn't matter what counfry you’re in, you can
use translation online earning sites to make more
money from home.

The great part about becoming a translator to
make money online is that you don’t need a degree
(although having a bachelor’s degree helps). The
most important requirement for any translator is be-
ing fluent in at least 2 languages.

For instance, if you're fluent in both English and
Urdu, you can easily get a ton of transcription jobs
to make money online.

There are approximately 2.37
million individuals are using
online earning apps in
Pakistan. However, not only in
Pakistan, but the need for
online earning is growing
globally

There's a huge scope for growth in translating
services and its popularity is still growing rapidly
even in Asian countries like India, Srilanka, Malay-
sia, Pakistan, etc. where tourism and cultural activi-
ties are shooting up.

Thousands of YouTubers make several thou-
sand dollars per month from their YouTube videos.

You just need a decent subscriber base interested
in your content. Then, it will be easier to make mon-
ey from YouTube.

Social media is a booming industry. Almost all
the major platforms, including Instagram, YouTube,
Facebook, etc have billions of users worldwide.

A social media manager manages a website or
company’s online accounts on sites like Facebook
and Instagram. They post and create pictures and
videos to keep people interested in the company.

Video content is on the rise, which is why plat-
forms like YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, etc., are
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Believe it or not, You'Tube is the second-biggest search engine
after Google. Becoming a YouTuber and starting your channel
is another legitimate job you can find online. The sky’s the
limit when it comes to YouTube earnings. There are YouTubers
like MrBeast who made an estimated $100+million from his

You'lube channels

‘becoming popular.

Also, most companies now depend on videos to
spread their product awareness, so there’s a huge de-
mand for video editors.

Video editors use raw video footage and add
sound and graphics to tell a story. If you're good at
using software applications and editing tools to cre-
ate appealing videos, you can make a good income
as a video editor.

E-commerce managers are responsible for the
online sales of a website, company, or brand.

If you have the skills to increase the online vis-
ibility, sales, and traffic of a website, you can earn
thousands of dollars as an eCommerce manager.

Online Business
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Graphic designers have lots of opportunities to
make money online. As a graphic designer, you'll
create the layouts for various things such as blog
posts, video thumbnails, advertisements, brochures,
magazines, etc.

We have shared the top 10 YouTubers in Paki-
stan as Ducky Bahi, roasting + vlogging 7.1 million
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followers. Ducky Bhai creates comedic videos that
poke fun at society and culture. Sistrology family
viogging 4 million followers, Maaz Safadr, famliy
viogging, 3.9 million followers, Shaveer Jafery, daily
viogging, 3.53 million followers, Zulkarnain Sikan-
dar, family vlogging, 2.13 million followers, Rabbe-
ca Khan, family vlogging, 2.14 million followers,
Fatima Faisal, family vlogging, 1.73 million follow-
ers, Hira Faisal, family vlogging, 1.52 million fol-
lowers, Irafn Junejo, cinematography, 1.41 million
followers, Muneeb Butt, daily vlogging,1.15 million
followers.

The world is changing into a digital landscape
where you will need to excel in digital skills that can
help you earn online and meet your financial needs.
Notably, working online is more productive and ef-
ficient as compared to working physically. There are
approximately 2.37 million individuals are using on-
line earning apps in Pakistan. However, not only in
Pakistan, but the need for online earning is growing
globally.

But, the most essential part of online earning is
that one must have some skills for example Digital
Marketing, Website Designing, Graphic designing,
SEQ, Forex trading, Content writing, etc. to grab
the attention of employers from across the globe
through online platforms. However, some of these
skills are very easy and simple to learn for example
data entry and assignment copying from softcopies
to hardcopies.

In the blog, we will explore the top online earn-
ing apps in Pakistan. Also, you can learn about what
skills you will need to master while becoming part
of earning without investment. w
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New tech brings
down prices of solar

Flexible solar panels are anew technology thatmarks a turning

Free download: flare.pk

AN P Y

point in solar technology. Unlike their rigid counterparts made

from silicon wafers encased in
boast a thin-film design built

glass, these innovative panels
on a flexible substrate. This

allows the panels to bend and conform to curved surfaces,
opening doors for a wider range of applications

he solar panels business is transforming

the local markets, causing a slump in

prices despite high inflation and poverty

in the country. The people want to get
rid of high-cost electricity with multiple taxes and
charges therefore, the new technology will not be
much burden on their pocket. The demand for so-
lar panels is high; however, traders are reluctant to
import traditional panels due to the introduction
of innovative solar technology.

One of the current solar panel technologies be-
ing used in Pakistan is polycrystalline silicon pan-
els. These panels are made from multiple silicon
crystals and offer an affordable option for residen-
tial and commercial installations.

Ewen if you don't have any roof space that can
host a solar energy system, you may still have op-
tions for home solar. Ground-mounted solar pan-
els offer all of the benefits of a rooftop system,
plus a few additional advantages. In many cases, a
ground mount system will produce more electric-
ity than rooftop solar because it can be adjusted
to capture more sunlight throughout the year as
the sun's position changes in the sky. Additionally,
while the size of your roof will restrict a rooftop
solar system, a ground-mounted system can be
sized to meet your exact needs.

Like solar panels, solar shingles are an inno-
vative solar technology that can help you save on
your energy bills. These small panels look very
similar to conventional shingles — but they convert
solar energy into electricity. This option is helpful
for those who want to avoid the aesthetic concerns
of installing solar panels, but it’s important to note
that solar shingles are not as effective as traditional
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solar panels, and they’re typically more expensive
upfront.

Solar carports and solar sheds generate ze-
ro-emissions electricity and provide shade, so you
could even power an electric vehicle with your
garage roof solar panels. As a bonus, both these
options can be installed to capture sunlight at the
perfect angle to maximize solar energy production.

Flexible solar panels is a new technology that
marks a turning point in solar technology. Unlike
their rigid counterparts made from silicon wafers
encased in glass, these innovative panels boast a
thin-film design built on a flexible substrate. This
allows them to bend and conform to curved surfac-
es, opening doors for a wider range of applications.

Previously, solar panels were limited to flat
rooftops due to their weight and inflexibility. Flex-
ible panels, on the other hand, are lightweight and
easy to install on non-traditional surfaces like car
hoods, RV roofs, or even clothing. This versatility
makes them ideal for portable power needs, such as
charging devices while camping or powering boats.
Additionally, their lightweight nature reduces
stress on building structures, making them suitable
for unconventional rooftops.

While they may not quite match the efficiency
of traditional panels yet, flexible solar panels offer
exciting possibilities for the future of solar energy.
Their adaptability allows for integration into every-
day objects, potentially creating self-powered de-
vices or buildings that generate their electricity. As
research continues and production costs decrease,
flexible solar panels have the potential to revolu-
tionize how we harness the power of the sun.

Solar panel technicians believe that the unpre-
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dictable market trend had slowed down the busi-
ness, as the buyers were waiting for a further slump
in prices. He said despite high inflation, the panel
prices were on a downward trend.

The new technology offered by some people
importing panels from China and other countries
is getting popular with buyers, as the current panels
cover the entire roof, unlike the new ones.

He believes paper panels are an excellent al-
ternative that will not cover the entire roof. Con-
sumers have to spend a substantial amount on
traditional panels, installation, and steel stands.
However, the paper panels or standing panels will
save such costs, he claimed.

Haji Ahmed Ali, a solar panel dealer said that
the solar systems were efficiently transforming the
energy landscape of Pakistan. The abundance of
sunlight is a blessing for the people of Pakistan and
we have to tap this potential by investing in solar
technology, he said.

“As a trader, we are doing a good business de-
spite inflation because you cannot live without
electricity, particularly in the simmering summer.
However, these days, we are not importing the tra-
ditional panels, as the paper panels will soon hit
the market,” he claimed.

“It's true that new solar technologies are being
introduced globally, but the reason for a decline in
prices is the increased production,” Ahmed said.

He said scores of manufacturers had started
producing panels, causing a significant increase in
the production capacity. Besides, he said techno-
logical advancement was also playing a crucial role
in the price slump.

“People now need efficient and affordable pan-
els,” he said, adding that the foreign mamufacturers
were benefitting from the energy crisis in Pakistan
and earning a lot by supplying solar panels to Pa-
kistan.

On the website, Dr Muhammad Irfan said he
recently spent a hefty amount on the installation
of solar panels.

“I only did it to facilitate the government which
is grappling with different issues, particularly on
the energy and economic front. However, rumors
are rife that the government is going to screw those
not connected with the national transmission sys-
tem. He felt it was an unfair approach to facilitat-
ing the exploiters.

Dr Irfan said people had wasted billions of

rupees seeking alternative energy sources. Elabo-
rating his claim, he said people invested in gener-

Like solar panels, solar
shingles, solar carports, and
solar sheds generate zero-emis-
sions electricity and provide
even power Lo an electric
vehicle with your garage roof
solar panels

ators, solar systems, UPSs, chargeable gadgets, en-
ergy-saving tools, etc. It is the prime duty of rulers
to ensure an affordable and smooth supply of elec-
tricity, but they failed to fulfill their responsibility
effectively, he added.

Kamal Ahmed, a technician, said it's a good
sign that the rates of solar panels were declining
but it was all due to the foreign manufacturers who
were introducing a new technology.

He said the government should establish solar
panel manufacturing factories in smaller cities.
This approach, he argued, would ensure quali-
ty, quantity, and affordable prices. Such factories
would also create hundreds of jobs for the locals,
he added.

“We have to find ways to reduce reliance on the
imported panels; otherwise, the capital will contin-
ue to flow out of Pakistan,” he warned.

The Punjab government is promoting the solar
energy system, but the question is how it will fulfill
the local requirements, he questioned. w
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Pakistan launches
2nd satellite for fast
Internet connectivity
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The satellite, launched from China’s Xichang Satellite Launch
(Centre, is expected to enhance Pakistan’s digital landscape
by providing the fast internet facilities nationwide, promoting
economic activities, and e-governance

akistan successfully launched its second

communication satellite. The satellite,

launched from China'’s Xichang Satellite

Launch Centre, is expected to enhance
Pakistan’s digital landscape by providing the fast
internet facilities nationwide, promoting economic
activities, and e-governance.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif lauded the
achievement, highlighting the strong collaboration
between Pakistan and China and praised the ef-
forts of the Space and Upper Atmosphere Research
Commission (Suparco).

The geostationary satellite, positioned 36,000 ki-
lometers above Earth, marks a significant advance-
ment in Pakistan’s space and communication capa-
bilities, said Sharif. “This remarkable achievement
showcases our nation’s scientific and technological
prowess,” said Shanf.

Attending the event at the launch site, Khalil
Hashmi, Pakistan’s ambassador to China, under-
lined the significance of the program.

Pakistan’s maiden lunar satellite iCube has
sent its first images captured from the lunar orbit.
The iCube satellite was launched aboard China'’s
Chang’e-6 lunar probe on May 3.

The newly-lunched Pakistani satellite, PakSat
MM-1, would be positioned in a geostationary or-
bit 36,000 kilometres above Earth and it would start
delivery of services in August, scientists associated
with the MM-1 project said.

Pakistan is making significant improvements to
its internet and communication systems. The coun-
try has announced its plan to launch a new satellite
called MM]1 into space. The main purpose of the
MM1 satellite is to enhance Pakistan's communica-
tion capabilities. It aims to establish a strong com-
munication network that can support the increasing
demands of the telecom sector. This development
is crucial as more people use the internet and Paki-
stan is preparing to introduce 3G technology. The
MM satellite will help provide faster and more re-
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liable internet service in the country. Pakistan has
announced to embark on another satellite lunar mis-
sion after the historic success of its first ICUBE-Qa-

Designed to address the escalating demands of
the telecom sector, MM 1 promises to revolutionise
communication by facilitating the seamless integra-
tion of 5G networks and internet services.

Spearheaded by the national space agency
SUPARCO, the satellite is poised to redefine con-

Following the victory of the first image captured
by ICUBE-Q, SUPARCO has confirmed the com-
pletion of three lunar rounds.

Pakistan’s historic
collaboration with China’s
Chang’e 6 mission marked
its entry into lunar explora-

tion, making it the sixth nation
worldwide to launch its
inaugural moon satellite

The ICUBE-Q is undergoing rigorous testing
of controllers, subsystems, and protocols as it gears
up for the experimental phase upon reaching lunar
orbit. The mission’s trajectory will see the satellite
orbiting the moon for about 3 to 6 months, signal-
ling a significant leap forward in Pakistan's space
ambitions.

Pakistan’s historic collaboration with China's
Chang'e 6 mission marked its entry into lunar ex-
ploration, making it the sixth nation worldwide to
launch its inaugural moon satellite.

The satellite ICUBE-Q, designed and devel-
oped by IST in collaboration with China’s Shang-
hai Jiaotong University SITU and SUPARCO was
launched on May 3 from the Hainan Space launch
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Pakistan's Upper Atmosphere Research Com-
mission (SUPARCO) has a long history of triumphs
and challenges. Founded in 1961, the Commission
is the impetus behind Pakistan’s satellite technology
and space program. Over time, SUPARCO evolved
into a significant force in developing the country's
utilisation of space technology to advance society.
With a modest yet considerable space program,
Pakistan positions itself as an aspiring space-faring
nation owing to its extensive history of space study
and exploration. The country’s perpetual commit-
ment to using space technology for peaceful reasons
has elevated it to the forefront of socioeconomic
progress.

SUPARCO has a remarkable history and boasts
several noteworthy achievements. It began its space
journey by launching groundbreaking satellites like
Badr-1(1985), Pakistan’s first domestically manu-
factured satellite. Subsequently, it launched Badr-B
in 2001, Paksat-1R in 2011, and the revolution-
ary PRSS-1 & PAK TES-1A in 2018. Creating the
“Pakistan Space Weather Centre” (PSWC), one of
SUPARCO’s most recent initiatives, is evidence of
the Commission’s dedication to cutting-edge tech-
nology. PSWC offers invaluable data on solar ra-
diations, geomagnetic weather events, ionosphere
conditions, and maritime satellite imagery, thus un-
derscoring SUFPARCO’s role as a pioneering force
in Pakistan’s scientific and technological landscape.

In conjunction with its notable accomplish-
ments, SUPARCO has fostered a vital element of
international cooperation as a critical component
of its space development strategy. The Commis-
sion has consistently participated in joint projects
with a spectrum of international organisations and
networks, including prestigious entities like “The
Inter-Islamic Network on Space Sciences and Tech-
nology (ISNET)” and “The Asia-Pacific Space Co-
operation Organization (AFSCQ).” By emphasising
capacity building, SUPARCO aims to promote an
atmosphere of international cooperation, expanding
the limits of space research and technology global-
ly. This strategic commitment to global partnerships
underscores SUPARCO’s role as a dynamic player
on the international stage and accentuates its pivotal
contribution to the broader space community.

As we approach a new era, it is crucial to recog-
nize the enormous potential that SUPARCO has at
its disposal. SUPARCO’s prospects show us that the
Commission is prepared to play a more prominent
role as a catalyst for Pakistan’s socioeconomic de-
velopment as it develops and works with local, na-
tional, and international collaborators and propels
us into a fascinating future.

One of the significant prospects of SUPARCO
is its Space Programme Vision-2047 commenced in
July 2014. The Programme aims to launch five Geo-
stationary orbit (GEQ) satellites and six Low Earth
orbit (LEQ) satellites by 2047. The Programme
intends to replace SUPARCO’s existing satellites
in orbit, develop new communication and remote
sensing satellites, and conduct research in space sci-
ence and technology.

As a part of the Program, a significant step
forward for Pakistan was the development of re-
mote-sensing satellites. Pakistan now has a priceless
resource in the form of remote sensing satellites,
which provide the country with a valuable resource
harnessing an array of initiatives and projects from
preservation to disaster mitigation and fostering in-
ternational collaboration.

The two satellites that Pakistan currently has in
orbit, the “Technology Evaluation Satellite (PAK-
TES-1A)" that was built domestically and the “Pa-
kistan Remote Sensing System (PRSS-1)" that was
purchased from China, can effectively resolve the
frequent internal water disputes between the prov-
inces regarding the share of water for each province.
It can also help with agriculture by guiding farmers
in making good decisions and boosting agricultur-
al output through resource planning. As Pakistan is
highly vulnerable to climate change, it can also help
disaster management by lessening the consequences
of natural disasters. m
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he exorbitant costs deprived Pakistanis

of fulfilling their religious obligations

“Hajj" as the government has received

72,896 applications in the regular scheme
against a total of 89605 reserved seats.

Hajj Policy 2023 stipulates that 179,210 Hajj
quota of Pakistan will be distributed between the
Government and Private Hajj Schemes at 50:50 ra-
tios, and 50% quota of each scheme will be filled
through sponsorship for which Hajj dues will be
remitted in US dollars from abroad.

For the year 2023, the tentative Hajj Package
for the Northern region (Multan, Lahore, Sialkot,
Islamabad, Rahim Yar Khan, Faisalabad, and Pe-
shawar) is Rs 1.17 million and for the South Region
(Karachi, Sukkar and Quetta) is Rs 1.16 million.

It is noted that the Hujjaj (pilgrims) prefer to
perform private sponsor tour operators which
is mostly more costly than the government Hajj
scheme. There is a dire need to follow the role
model set by tour operators to facilitate the Hujjaj.
The government should give subsidies to the Hajis
that mostly belong to middle-class families.

The Federal government is utilizing all avail-
able resources to provide the best facilities to pil-
grims under the Government Hajj Scheme during
Hajj this year.

Secretary Ministry of Religious Affairs and In-
terfaith Harmony, Dr. Syed Ata-ur-Rehman said
69,000 pilgrims would perform Hajj this year un-
der the Government Hajj Scheme.

He said the government has also slashed Rs one
lakh in Hajj expenditure this year while the airlines
have also been asked to reduce their ticket fair. He
said the Sponsored Hajj Scheme introduced this
year would also be improved.

Elaborating on the details of new initiatives
taken by the Ministry of Religious Affairs to fa-
cilitate the Hajj pilgrims, Dr. Ata-ur-Rehman said
the government has also introduced a Short Hajj
this year comprising 20 to 25 days. However, its ex-
penses would be a little higher due to airline routes.

He said the government, utilizing modern tech-
nology, has also launched the Hajj App, and all
communication with the intending pilgrims will be
made through this App. He said the pilgrims would
have to install this App on their smartphones to
avoid undue problems and hassles.

The Secretary Hajj said Pre-installed SIM has
been introduced which would be issued to the pil-
grims before travelling to Saudi Arabia. He said the
SIM would help resolve the issue of telephone calls
through WhatsApp as well.

Dr Ata-ur-Eehman said the government has
also taken an initiative to give bags to pilgrims of
the same size and colour for their easy identifica-
tion and avoid unnecessary suffering.

He said for the first time, the selection of Hajj
Assistants (Moavineen) has been made by imple-
menting a comprehensive system, ensuring trans-
parency and merit. He said an App has also been
developed to monitor the performance of these
Hajj Assistants.

The Secretary said the government has timely
acquired buildings in Makkah Mukaramah and
Madina Munawwarah to facilitate the pilgrims.
He said the Pakistani pilgrims would be provided
residence at “Markazaiya” in Madina. He said the
best transport has also been engaged for travelling
of pilgrims in Makkah Mukaramah.

Pakistan Hajj Mission at Madinah, in its efforts
to ensure the well-being of the Hujjaj, has selected
seven catering companies in transparent bidding
to provide pilgrims with quality meals during their
stay here.

“We have selected seven catering companies
out of 29 to provide three meals a day to the guests
of Allah Almighty after a competitive bidding in a
transparent manner,” said Director Pakistan Hayjj
Mission Zia-ur-Rehman Khan.

As part of the ministry’s commitment to pro-
viding the “safest and healthiest” food to pilgrims,
a stringent approval process has been implement-
ed, ensuring strict monitoring of food quality. This
rigorous evaluation is an integral part of the imi-
tial phase of meal provision, ensuring a thorough
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Govt utilizes modern
technology to provide
best facilities to
Pakistani pilgrims

Designated officials have been deployed in the kitchens of

the catering companies to closely monitor the entire process,
from storing meals to transporting food in refrigerated units for
distribution to pilgrims at their residences, under serutiny

preparation process.

Designated officials have been deployed in the
kitchens of the catering companies to closely mon-
itor the entire process, from storing meals to trans-
porting food in refrigerated units for distribution to
pilgrims at their residences, under scrutiny.

The Federal government is
utilizing all available resources
to provide the best facilities to

pilgrims under the Government
Hajj Scheme during Hayjj
this year

Answering a question, Director Zia-ur-Rehman
claimed that the Pakistan Hajj package offered to
its nationals was the lowest in the region, citing the
example of India, where a Hajj pilgrim paid 15,000
Saudi Riyal without meals, while Pakistan charged
14,300 with meals. “There is a minimum expense
of 1,400 Riyal for each pilgrim for 40 days.”

The hiring process of the caterers was initiat-
ed in November last year, following approval from
the federal cabinet, and was completed in due
course of time, ensuring quality food and hygiene
standards at a rate of 35 Saudi Riyals per person.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

For this purpose, a five-member committee was
formed, headed by Director General (Hajj) Jeddah
and comprising Director Hajj Madinah, Director
Hajj Makkah, Commercial Council, and Head of
Chancellor Jeddah, to scrutinize bidders and select
the best catering companies.

The Production Manager of the ‘Bahaar Haar’
catering company said that their company was
currently preparing food for 28,00 Pakistani pil-
grims, and the number would reach 4,000 in the
peak Hajj season. He said inspection teams from
5-6 Saudi departments, including Food & Drugs,
the Firefighting Department, and the Commerce
Ministry, conduct regular visits to their produc-
tion sites and kitchen, showing zero tolerance for
any kind of negligence. This scribe interacted with
Pakistani Hujjaj and found everyone completely
satisfied with the food quality and the best-serving
arrangements made at their hotel accommodations
by a neat and clean staff. From May 17, Pakistani
pilgrims who have completed their eight-day stay
in Madinah will start departing for Makkah, the fi-
nal convergence destination for the faithful arriving
from across the world.

Meanwhile, the number of Pakistan’s intending
Hajj pilgrims in Madinah under the government
scheme reached 13,458, with the arrival of 3,614
more nationals through 15 flights from Lahore,
Karachi, Multan, and Islamabad. m
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vivo Y100: A masterpiece of in-
novation and elegance

we had the privilege of testing the vivo Y100, the latest addition to the esteemed
Y series. From the outset, its evident that the Y100 isn't just another smart-
phone—its a masterpiece of innovation and elegance, redefining the bound-
aries of style, utility, and performance

As one of the leading tech publi-
cations dedicated to exploring cutting-
edge technology, we had the privilege
of testing the vivo Y100, the latest ad-
dition to the esteemed Y series. From
the outset, it's evident that the Y100
isn't just another smartphone—it's a
masterpiece of innovation and ele-
gance, redefining the boundaries of
style, utility, and performance.

The wvivo Y100 immediately
catches the eye with its captivating
Color Changing Design, particularly
in the enchanting Breeze Green edi-
tion. This unique feature transforms
the green hue from light to deep
shades, creating a mesmerizing effect
that's truly a sight to behold. Comple-
mented by the Breeze Texture and an
Ultra Slim Body with a FlatFrame,
the Y100 not only looks stunning but
also feels incredibly comfortable in
hand.

vivo Y100 also comes in Crystal
Black color with a captivating 3D
Crystal Texture, elevating your look
and setting new standards in mobile

elegance.

In our fast-paced world, staying
connected is essential, and the Y100
excels in this aspect. With its remark-
able 80WFlashCharge technology, the
Y100 can charge up to 80% in just 30
minutes, ensuring that you're always
powered up and ready for whatever
the day brings. Additionally, the 4-
Year Battery Health feature alleviates
concerns about battery life while pre-
serving its longevity—a win-win for
USErs,

Prepare to be immersed in an un-

x

paralleled viewing experience with the
Y100's crystal-clear
120HzAMOLEDDisplay. With a
Peak Brightness of 1800 nits, every
detail pops with vibrant colors and
clarity, making it perfect for streaming
your favorite content. Paired with Du-
alStereoSpeakers delivering up to
300% volume, the Y100 provides crisp
and powerful audio to complement
the stunning visuals, creating a cine-
matic experience in the palm of your
hand.

With 8GB + 8GB Extended RAM

and large storage of 256GB, the Y100
ensures seamless multitasking and
ample space for all your apps, photos,
and videos. Its efficient performance
makes navigating through tasks effort-
less, setting it apart from other smart-
phones in its class.

The 50MP AF Camera, coupled
with BokehFlarePortrait options and
PortraitLightEffects, ensures that your
portraits stand out from the crowd.
Plus, the Photo Boarder feature adds
an artistic touch to your images,
showcasing your creativity with every
snapshot.

In conclusion, the vivo Y100 is
more than just a smartphone—it's an
embodiment of innovation and ele-
gance. With its distinctive design,
rapid charging, immersive display, ef-
ficient performance, and compatible
camera features, the Y100 surpasses
expectations and delights users with
every feature. If you're in search of a
smartphone that seamlessly combines
style, utility, and performance, look no
further than the vivo Y100.»

TECNO raises the bar: 3 years of security and patch
updates guaranteed for the Camond0 series

We are living in an era dominated by technological advancements, the rapid evo-
lution of eyber threats necessitates proactive measures to ensure our security is
paramount. TECNO, a leading mobile innovator, understands why prioritizing
phone security matters and is raising the bar with its new Camon 30 series

Imagine using your phone with
complete confidence, knowing that your
precious photos and important informa-
tion are safe and secure, While we are
living in an era dominated by techno-
logical advancements, the rapid evolu-
tion of cyber threats necessitates
proactive measures t0 ensure our secu-
rity is paramount, TECNO, a leading
mobile innovator, understands why pri-
oritizing phone security matters and is
raising the bar with its new Camon 30
series,

TECNQ's commitment to security
and patch updates

TECNO is taking a proactive stance
towards user security with the Camon
30 series. Here's what they're offering:

*  Free Android Updates for 3
Years: The TECNO CAMON30 Series
will receive updates to the latest An-
droid versions, including Android 16.
These updates often contain critical se-

curity patches that fix vulnerabilities
and protect your phone from evolving

dress newly discovered vulnerabilities,
ensuring your phone stays protected

Guaranfeed 3 years

of Android updates up fo

4% Android 16
& security patch updates

i

threats.

+ Free  Security  Patches:
TECNO has pledged to provide security
patches for the Camon 30 series for
three years. These regular updates ad-

even as threats adapt.

Regular software updates play a cru-
cial role in fortifying the security pos-
ture of mobile devices.

»  Enhanced Security: With the

latest security patches, your phone re-
mains protected against the newest
threats and exploits.

+  Improved Performance: Up-
dates often include bug fixes and per-
formance optimizations, keeping your
phone running smoothly and efficiently,

+  Peace of Mind: Knowing your
phone is up-to-date with the latest secu-
rity measures gives you peace of mind
and allows you to focus on what matters
maost.

Beyond its ability to enhance every
low-light image into a visual feast and
its marathon battery life, TECNO Pak-
istan is revolutionizing the mobile expe-
rience by prioritizing customer security,
With the Tecno Camon30 series, you're
investing in a secure, future-proof de-
vice that safeguards your valuable infor-
mation, So, what are you waiting for?
Grab your worry-free mobile experience
waiting to be embraced!m
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Airlink aims to sell 125K TV units with rev-
enue ranging from Rs15-20b in FY25

Karachi: Topline Securi-
ties recently organised the
Pakistan Mid Cap Confer-
ence 2024, where leading
companies participated in the
event, providing them a plat-
form to showcase their
achievements and services.
On the third day of the con-
ference, a session on Airlink
Communication was held
with Mr. Amir Mahmood,
Group CFO of Airlink, and
Mr. Nusrat Mehmood, CFO
of Airlink, as the key speak-
ers.

They highlighted the
achievements and develop-
ments of the company and
predicted that the manage-
ment expects FY24 revenue
to be Rsl120 billion, For
FY25, the management tar-
gets revenue of Rs160 billion,
Qut of this, Rs140-145 billion
will be from the mobile seg-
ment, and Rs15-20 billion
will be from the TV segment.
In the mobile segment, 70%
of the revenue is expected to

come from the assembly divi-
sion and the remaining 30%
from the distribution division
in FY25.

For FY26, management
expects revenue growth to be
20-25%. If exports are al-
lowed, there will be an upside
to the revenues.

phones in Pakistan and the
authorised manufacturer of
Tecno Mobile in the country,
with a 30-40% market share.
Xiaomi is the 3rd-largest mo-
bile manufacturer in the
world, and Tecno is the
fourth-largest. Airlink is also
in talks with other players to

Airlink’s gross margins
are 8-9% for the assembly di-
vision and 5.5-6.0% for the
distribution division.

Airlink is the sole manu-
facturer of Xiaomi mobile

manufacture mobile phones
in Pakistan.

The machine for the Xi-
aomi TV plant has been in-
stalled, and testing will be
completed in June 2024, The

Xiaomi TVs will be launched
in the market from July 2024.
The total annual capacity of
Xiaomi TVs is 200-300K
units, Within this, Airlink tar-
gets to sell 125K units with
revenue ranging from Rsl5-
20 billion in FY25.

Management also high-
lighted that this year, they will
recommend a handsome div-
idend to the board, but the de-
cision on the dividend
announcement 1is at the
board’s  discretion. The
monthly market size of mo-
bile phones in Pakistan is 1.8
million units, with Airlink
manufacturing around 350-
400K units. The largest plaver
in the domestic market is In-
finix, with monthly sales of
500-550k units.

Airlink has a monthly ca-
pacity of 1 million units on a
double-shift basis and is cur-
rently operating at a capacity
utiliszation of around 40%.
The company faces no issues
with LC opening at the mo-

ment. However, management
believes the key risks to the
business are macroeconomic.

Xiaomi's product portfo-
lio includes more than 150
categories, including watches,
scooters, and EV cars, and
AIRLINK may consider
bringing these products to
Pakistan. Management com-
mented that in a year, they are
now launching Xiaomi's sec-
ond product, a TV.

On the localization of mo-
bile phones, management
highlighted that they can
achieve a maximum of 20%
localization, as LCDs and
chips constitute a major por-
tion of the mobile phone cost
that cannot be localised.

On the export side, the
management is working with
the government, which has
demanded an 8-10% tax re-
bate, in line with the rebate
being offered in China. Man-
agement highlighted that no
major CAPEX is planned for
the next few years.m

ONIC announces partnership with foodpanda to ex-
pand digital lifestyle ecosystem

Islamabad: ONIC, Pak-
istan's first digital telecommu-
nication brand, dedicated to
enhancing the lives of its con-
sumers announced a partner-
ship with foodpanda, the
country's premier online deliv-
ery platform,

This collaboration marks a
significant milestone in Onic's
journey to enhance its digital
offerings and create a compre-
hensive digital lifestyle ecosys-
tem for its users,

Through this partnership,
Onic aims to integrate food-
panda’s robust delivery serv-

ices into its existing digital plat-
form, providing customers

verse range of culinary options
at their fingertips at greater

e

with seamless access to a di-

prices.

By leveraging foodpanda's
extensive network of restau-
rants and delivery capabilities,
ONIC will empower users to
order food and groceries con-
veniently with the vouchers
provided.

The partnership was solidi-
fied between Omer Bin Tarig,
Head of Pakistan for ONIC
and Muntaga Peracha, CEQ,
foodpanda.

Commenting on the part-
nership, Hatem Bamatraf,
President and Group CEOQ,
PTCL & Ufone 4G, said, "We
are excited to join hands with

foodpanda to elevate the digi-
tal lifestyle experience for our
customers. Pakistan's market is
rich with space to grow in and
provide unparalleled services
to our consumers, With this
partnership, we are only deliv-
ering on the promise of a truly
digital brand. While our core is
digital telecommunication
services, we want to also com-
municate t0 our consumers
that we think of their everyday
ease and needs. This is one of
the first steps to providing a
digital lifestyle brand to con-
sumers in Pakistan."m

Jazz Cash recelves prestigious
Effle Award for finance category

Islamabad: Jazz Cash has emerged as the

winner in the

“Finance” category at the es-
teemed Effie Awards, reaffirming its commit-
ment to promoting financial empowerment and
inclusivity,. The award-winning campaign,

account,

scape.

Women's Day, emphasized the importance of
financial independence starting with having an

The success of the campaign underscores the
growing recognition of the crucial role played
by financial services in fostering economic inde-
pendence, particularly among marginalized
communities, Jazz Cash’s innovative approach
not only garnered attention but also motivated
action, underscoring the significance of access
to financial services in today’s dynamic land-

Aamir Ibrahim, Murtaza Ali, Ali Irfan, and
the entire Jazz Cash team extend their sincere
appreciation to all who contributed to this re-
markable feat. Their dedication and vision have
propelled Jazz Cash to the forefront of the finan-
cial empowerment movement, establishing a

strategically launched on International

new benchmark for excellence in the industry.=

Telenor appoints Benedicte Schilbred
Fasmer as President & CEO

Oslo: Norwegian telco Te-
lenor has announced the appoint-
ment of Benedicte Schilbred
Fasmer as president & CEQ.

Fasmer will take on the role
trom December 1, when current
CEO Sigve Brekke steps down
after more than nine years lead-
ing the telco.

She hasn't had any previous
telecoms experience, notably
serving as group EVP of insur-
ance company Fremtind For-
sikring and a Group EVP in
DINB Bank as head of corporate
banking,

1 feel incredibly privileged to
be given the opportunity to lead
Telenor," said Fasmer.

"T have been working with

digital innovation and transfor-
mation for two decades, and in
my opimion banking and the telco

mdustry are facing similar disrup-
tions. I am very much looking
forward to contributing to con-
tinued growth and customer
centricity in Telenor."n
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Mashreq selects PTCL to expedite
bank’s digital transformation journey

Islamabad; Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited (PTCL) and Mashreq
Pakistan, a part of Mashreq
which is the leading financial
institution in the MENA re-
gion, have signed an agreement
for provisioning of primary
data center collocation services
at PTCL's Tier-IIl Data Center
facility.

In the esteemed presence
of Mohamed Abdel Razek,
Group Head of Technology,
Transformation and Informa-
tion, Mashreq,Muhammad
Hamayun  Sapad, CEQ,
Mashreq Pakistan, and Umar
Farooqi, Group Director En-
terprise PTCL, Mashreq Pak-
istan’s Chief Information
Officer, Khurram Abid, and
PTCL's Group Chief Business
Services  Officer, Zarrar
Hasham Khan signed the
agreement at a special cere-
mony recently held at PTCL
Data Centerll, Karachi.

PTCL is providing

Mashreq Pakistan with its
state-of-the-art infrastructure
and platform solutions that are
equipped with latest technol-

with PTCL as our trusted part-
ner for infrastructure and plat-
form hosting as part of the
Bank's digital transformation

ogy& managed
security.Mashreq is actively
progressing towards acquiring
a restricted license from the
State Bank of Pakistan to initi-
ate pilot digital retail banking
operations in Pakistan.

On the occasion, Mo-
hamed Abdel Razek, Group
Head of Technology, Transfor-
mation and Information,
Mashreq, said, “We are
pleased to sign this agreement

strategy. This parmership signi-
fies a transformative step for-
ward in the Bank's approach to
infrastructure, platforms and
data management. By leverag-
ing PTCL's data center and
telecommunications expertise,
Mashreq aims to achieve an
enhanced and reliable operat-
ing leverage, and reduced time-
to-market of products and
services."”

During the signing cere-

mony, Zarrar Hasham Khan,
Group Chief Business Solu-
tions Officer, PTCL& Ufone
4@, said, “We are pleased to
sign  an agreement with
Mashreq Pakistan to support
them in fulfilling their business
needs. PTCL, being a national
company, 1s leading the digital-
ization effort across the coun-
try. Through such partnerships,
PTCL continues to play its key
role in the development of tele-
com infrastructure by provid-
ing innovative and secure
solutions to the corporate sec-
tor that will further contribute
towards the overall economic
growth of the country.”

PTCL endeavors to provide
best-in-class services to its cor-
porate customers across vari-
ous industries in Pakistan. This
agreement is part of the
growth momentum in the di-
verse areas of ICT and Secu-
rity Solutions, which is key to
a digital banking eco-system in
Pakistan.m

Zong 4G partners with MEPCO to provide seam-
less business communication

Islamabad: Zong 4G, Pak-
istan's leading telecom opera-
tor has partnered with
Multan Electric Power Com-
pany (MEPCOQ) to enhance
business communication
services and cater to their
telecommunications needs,

MEPCQO stands as the
preeminent power distribu-
tion entity in Pakistan, serv-
ing across 13 administrative
districts within the southern
region of Punjab province.
MEPCO harnesses hydro-
electric power to generate
electricity and distributes it to

approximately  thirty-four
million residents in the re-
gion,

Zong 4G, through this
collaboration aspires to fulfill

CONTRACT SIGNING

MEPCOQ's telecom needs by
leveraging its cutting-edge
technology and comprehen-
sive  business  solutions.
MEPCO recently issued a
tender seeking proposal for
fulfilling its telecom require-

ments, and Zong emerged
victorious in securing the
contract and resulting in the
strategic partnership. The
parinership was formally fi-

nalized in a signing ceremony
at MEPCO HQ led by Zong's

4G's regional director corpo-
rate sales Farhan Zakir. This
strategic partnership repre-
sents a significant milestone
for Zong's corporate clien-
tele,

Expressing his enthusiasm
towards the partnership, the
official spokesperson for
Zong 4G stated, ‘This strate-
gic partnership represents a
significant milestone for
Zong, marking a notable
achievement in the com-
pany's  trajectory.  This
achievement not only rein-
forces Zong's position as a
leading telecom operator but
also highlights its commit-
ment to serving the corporate
sector with innovative serv-
ices and reliable support.'s

PTA conducts quality of service survey in four
provinces to measure the performance of CMOs

Islamabad: The Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) conducted an Independ-
ent Quality of Service (QoS)
Survey in sixteen cities across
Sindh, Punjab, Baluchistan,
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to
measure the performance of

Cellular Mobile Operators
(CMOs).
Survey routes covered

main roads, service roads, and
various sectors, with 2,270
kilometers traveled per CMO
over 60 days, Mobile handsets
in auto-detect mode were used
for voice calls, SMS, and mo-
bile broadband/data sessions.

The survey included 0.25 mil-

lion mobile broadband tests,
45,000 calls and SMS tests,
and 0.13 million Ookla speed
tests using advanced QoS mon-
itoring tools, ensuring compli-
ance with NGMS licenses and

the Cellular Mobile Network

QoS Regulations 2021.

CMOs were ranked based
on compliance with key per-
formance indicators (KPIs) in
mobile network coverage and
voice services, from 1st to 4th
positions. In the mobile broad-
band speed segment, rankings
were determined by data
download/upload speeds, net-
work latency, and webpage
loading times. Jazz, Ufone,
and Zong jointly secured st
place in mobile network cover-
age, while Zong led in mobile
broadband speed (Ookla). Jazz
was ranked 1st in mobile
broadband speed (automode

testing) and wvoice services.
These rankings are for specific
surveyed areas and not across
the country.

The results showed that
largely CMOs comply with up-
load/download speed stan-
dards, with improvements in
network latency and webpage
loading times compared to pre-
vious surveys. However, some
voice KPIs were below the li-
censed thresholds in certain
areas, Operators using ad-
vanced technologies like LTE
Carrier Aggregation and Voice
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Flyadeal orders 51
aircraft in landmark
airbus deal

Karachi: flyadeal, one of
the youngest and fastest -grow-
ing low-cost airlines in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
the Middle East, today an-
nounced a landmark order for
51 narrowbody Airbus aircraft
to fuel the next phase of its ex-
pansion plans.

The historic agreement for
12 Airbus A320neos and 39
bigger capacity A321neos was
signed as part of a wider an-
nouncement by parent Saudia
Group for a record 105 aircraft
order — the largest in Saudi avi-
ation history. =

Cyber attacks tar- '
geting children
grew by 35%

Islamabad: Kaspersky ex-
perts investigated recent
threats related to popular gam-
ing and toy brands among chil-
dren, such as Minecraft,
Roblox, LEGO, Disney, and
more. The research showed a
35% increase in attack attempts
in Q1 2024 compared to the
same period in the previous
year, with almost 1.3 million
attempts detected from January
to March 2024. Specifically,
1,264,866 attack attempts were
identified in Q1 2024, up from
936,840 in Q1 2023 .=

Inovi Telecom &
Transsion secure 1st
position

Lahore: Inovi Telecom and
Transsion (Infinix, Tecno, Itel)
have secured the 1st position in
the mobile industry among top
vendors in Pakistan. This re-
markable achievement show-
cases their innovation,
dedication, and commitment
to excellence.s

WhatsApp rolls out
new feature for
longer voice notes

Lahore: WhatsApp has
rolled out a new feature to
allow users share longer voice
messages in status updates.
The users of the instant mes-
saging platform will be able to
set one-minute-long voice note
in status updates, compared
with the previous 30-seconds
status. With this new feature,
WhatsApp users can send
longer voice messages for up to
one minute.s

YouTube introduces
its new ‘Playables’
games for users

Lahore; YouTube has ruled
out its new Playable games for
its mobile and desktop users.

As per report, YouTube's web-
site, Android and 108 can now
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PM's visit to China - Opening new business
horizons for Pakistani businesses

Shenzhen: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif met with Zhu
Zhaojiang, founder and chair-
man of the Chinese company
Transsion Holdings, in Shen-
zhen.

During the meeting, inter-
est was expressed in invest-
ment  opportunities in
Transsion Holdings' mobile
manufacturing unit in Pak-
istan and investment in four
other sectors in the country:
mobile phone production,
electric bikes, modern agricul-
ture, and fintech.

On the occasion, Prime
Minister Sharif said that the
government of Pakistan con-
tinues to ensure facilities for
foreign investors and business
personalities. He  invited
Transsion Holdings to pro-

duce goods locally in Pakistan
and export them abroad.
During the meeting, the
Transsion Holdings chairman
briefed the PM on the com-

established in Pakistan for the
production of mobile phones,
providing employment to
over 5,000 Pakistanis daily.
The company is keen on

pany's current operations in
Pakistan, its global exports,
and further investment proj-
ects in Pakistan. He said the

company already has a unit

expanding its investment in
mobile phone production in
Pakistan, which will increase
their exports from Pakistan.
Federal ministers [shag

Dar, Khawaja Asif, Ahsan
Igbal, Muhammad Au-
rangzeb, Abdul Aleem Khan,
Jam Kamal, Attaullah Tarar,
and Minister of State for In-

formation Technology and
Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja also partici-
pated in the meeting.
Renowned business fig-

ures from the Pakistan mobile
phone industry and Transsion
Holding partners in Pakistan
Inovi Telecom CEQO Zeeshan
Mianoor, Airlink Communi-
catton CEO  Muzzaffar
Paracha, and Tecno Pak Elec-
tronics CEOQ Amir Allawala
were also present in the meet-
ing.

The presence of Pakistani
mobile phone industry icons
in the meeting underscores
the momentum towards fos-
tering the growth of Pak-
istan's emerging mobile
phone industry. It' is antici-
pated that significant initia-
tives will be discussed to
boost local manufacturing
and export within the sector
under the guardianship of
China.m=
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Lahore Polo Club hosts Oppo Night Polo Event

LLahore: A night polo
event was successfully organ-
ised in a collaborative effort
between the Lahore Polo Club
and OPPO Mobile Pakistan.
The announcement was made

during a press conference held
at the Lahore Polo Club,
which saw the attendance of
QOPPO CEO George Long,
QPPO Product Director Vin-
cent Leung, Lahore Polo Club

Descon Engi-
neering lever-

ages SAS
technology

(SA58

Lahore: Descon has chosen
SAS as its trusted partner to de-
velop an innovative and highly
customized solution that en-
ables qualified analysis and de-
cision-making based on reliable
data. Recognized globally for
its quality, safety and on-time
delivery of projects and prod-
ucts, Descon provides compre-
hensive solutions ranging from
project conception to the estab-
lishment of fully operational fa-
cilities in industries such as oil
and gas, petrochemicals, and
power, among others. m

President Malik Azam Hayat
Noon, Executive Committee
members, OPPQO Brand Man-
ager Khiza, and a significant
number of players,

LPC President Azam
Hayat Noon expressed his
gratitude towards OPPO for
their support in making the
event possible, “Lahore Polo
Club has a rich history of or-
ganizing top-notch events for
the spirited people of Lahore,
We are thankful to OPPO for
their collaboration,” he said.
He also extended his appreci-
ation to OPPO CEQ George
Long for attending the event
from afar.

“OPPO Mobile is one of
the leading companies in the

world, and we are pleased to
have their support,” he added.
QFPPQO CEQ George Long ex-
pressed his enthusiasm for
supporting sports in Pakistan,
“We are delighted to support
sports in Pakistan. Polo is a
fantastic sport with significant
interest, and as OPPO, we will
continue to sponsor such
events,” he said. Event man-
ager Faisal Khan, a polo
player himself, shared insights
about the tournament, men-
tioning that it featured 12
teams, with the two best teams
competing in the final, “Such
positive activities attract a
large number of spectators to
watch the matches,” he as-
serted.m

JazzCash introduces Payment-
via-Link

Lahore: JazzCash, Pak-
istan's largest fintech organisa-
tion, has unveiled
Payment-via-Link, a feature set
to simplify payments, particu-
larly for small business owners.
With a thriving community of
nearly 300,000 merchants on
JazzCash, this feature is de-
signed to streamline their trans-
actions and enhance their
overall user experience.

"The inspiration behind
Payment via Link' stems from
our pursuit of simplifying
transactions for our cus-
tomers," said Aamir Aftab,
Chief Product Officer, Jaz-
zCash. "In today's digital econ-
omy, where every second

Microsoft and HEC collaborate to em-
power future tech leaders

Islamabad: Microsoft Pak-
istan brought together leading
figures from academia and in-
dustry for a dynamic event

"Bridging the Academia-Indus-
try Gap" held at the Audito-
rium, HEC Headquarters
Islamabad, the event focused
on fostering collaboration and
equipping graduates with the
skills needed to thrive in the
modern workplace.

The event commenced with
a welcome address by Dr. Zia
Ul Qayyum, Executive Direc-

tor of the Higher Education
Commission, followed by a
keynote by Microsof's Director
of Education Industry, Central

Europe, Middle East & Africa,
Jaye Richards Hill stated: "At
Microsoft, we believe that tech-
nology can be a powerful
bridge between academia and
industry. By equipping students
with the latest tools and tech-
nologies and fostering collabo-
ration with industry leaders,
we can prepare them for the
jobs of tomorrow,"

Jibran Jamshad addressed
the audience on the latest Al
offerings by Microsoft. He
highlighted a recent survey
from the World Talent Initia-
tive, which paints a picture of
a rapidly changing workplace
driven by Artificial Intelligence
(AL,

The survey revealed a sig-
nificant increase in Al adop-
tion, with a staggering 75% of
knowledge workers now using
Al tools in their daily tasks. In-
terestingly, nearly half (46%)
reported adopting these tools
within the last six months,
highlighting a rapid accelera-
tion in Al integration.

The event also featured re-
marks by Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed,
Chairman of the Higher Edu-
cation Commission, and the
honorable chief guest, Rana
Mashhood Ahmad Khan,
Chairman of the Prime Minis-
ter Youth Program.m

counts, there is an increasing
demand for a payment method
that simplifies and accelerates
transactions, be it local or inter-
national "

Payment-via-Link 1s de-
signed to simplify and enhance
the payment experience for
both businesses and customers.
This online payment method
enables people to request pay-
ments from clients through per-
sonalised links that can be
shared via email, SMS, or other
channels. With just a click,
clients are redirected to a secure
Mastercard-hosted payment
page, where they can complete
transactions using their pre-
ferred debit or credit cards.m

Aramco com-
pletes acquisi-
tion of 40%

Karachi: has

Aramco
made further progress in its
global retail expansion by ac-
quiring a 40% equity stake in

Gas & Oil Pakistan Ltd.
(“GO™), GO 1s a diversified
downstream fuels, lubricants
and retail store operator in
Pakistan with a network of
more than 1,200 retail fuel sta-
tions. The acquisition, first an-
nounced in December 2023, In
March, Aramco acquired a
100% equity stake in Esmax
Distribucion SpA (“Esmax™),
a leading diversified down-
stream fuels and Iubricants re-
tailer in Chile.m
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vivo Y36

Display

6.64"

Front 16MP
Rear Camera 50+2MP

= 0
TENE

Battery 5000mAh
RAM & ROM
8GB+128GB
8GB+256GB
Charging 44W FlashCharge
Display 6.67"
Front Camera:50MP
| Camera IS aaiiniiiin
Battery 4800mAh
= RAM & ROM
Memory 8GB+256GB
G [
vivo Y17s
Display 6.56"
Front Camera:8MP
Cﬁmﬂm Rear Camera:50+2MP
—
RAM & ROM
MBI"I"HJIT 4GB+128GB
6GB+128GB
Charging 15W

6.78"

Front Camera:50MP
Rear Camera:50+50MP

5000mah

RAM & ROM
12GB+256GB

B0W Flash Charge

vivo Y27s

6.64"

Front Camera:8MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP

5000mAh

RAM & ROM
6GEB+128GB

44W Fast Charge

6.67"
Front Camera:BMP
Rear Camera:50+2MP
Battery 5000mAh
508 25608
Charging s0W
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VGO TEL Illlz

Spark Your Imagination!

DOrop Motch Display  1GE Extendabie RAM SMP Front Camena Powarful Battery

VGO TE]

VGO TE]

Rs. 15,250

VGO TEL 1“5
Stylish Innovation Hub
B.517" HD+ 64GB + 4GB
IPS (Orop Motch) 4GB Extended RAM
13MP 5000
Triple Al Camera mAh Battery
iy s
_M‘?gigk Fingargdﬂnt
o . . ﬂ!-!;,;EB
W Rs. 16,999

Oppo AG0
Rs. 54,999

Chipset: Qualcomm SmG225
St e
Kryo 265 Gold & 4x1.8 GHz Kryo 265 Silver)
. .56 Inches IPS LCD
Dlsplay Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: & MF, Main: Dual Camera
Camera 50 MP. £/1.8, {wide),
RS : FDWF + 2 MF, f/2.4, (depth)
; 5000 mah
Eattery {Li-Po nan removable)
MEI’I"IDI"y RAMAROM B8GB + 256GB
Charging 45W Fast Charging

Oppo Al17

Rs. 36,999

1608 x 78.1 x 7.7 mm
Display 6.56"

Front Camera SMP Rare
Camera 50MP+2MP

Camera

| =113(</3')| RAM&ROM 4GB + 64GB

5000mAh

Charging 10W

= | Carlcare
‘@!} Service

SoY
@ Clear Imaging

Stories Uncovered

Helia G | 90Hz 646" | 256+16GB"mec | Color Changing

@

Redmi Note 13 Pro

Every shot iconic

BGB4256GE | Rs.69.999
1276A+512GE | Rs.89,999

+| 67W turbo charging T 200MP OIS comera
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Realme 9 Pro Plus

Rs. 59,999

Chipsal: Mediziak Dimensity 920, CPU:
Qeda-core (2x2.5 GHz Corfex
-ATE & 620 GHz Cortan-ASS)

6.4" Super AMOLED
Capaciive Touchscraen

Frank: 16 MP, M2.4, 2Tmm {wide)

, 173,067, 1.0pm Main: Triple
Camera 50 MP, 1.8, 2dmm (wide),
11.56", PDAF, OIS = B MP, #2.2, 16mm
{ulrewide], 1/4.0° + 2 MP. fi2.4, imacro}

4500 mAh

RAM BGE ROM 128 GB

z’

RRP.17,999

AQ5s”

AWESOME SERIES

64GB+8GB*

4+4GB Extended RAM

Type-C Charger

4000mAh Battery

6.6" HD+

Waterdrop Display

NTHOR D [FRRLICES

R o o= Wsiccotel

Mﬂgmm%
"TELECOM

Nokia C31

The big move

trust it

Knowing you are in
safe hands

Camera from Google

6.7" (17.01cm) HD+ display
3-day battery life*

Ad free OS experience**

4 GB RAM / 64 GB Storage

8 § @ 8 / ADVANCETELECOM @@ www.advancetelecom.com.pk

Realme 7 Pro
Rs. 49,999

e
— 5 Chipset- Qualcomm S8 7125 Snapdragan
720G (8 nem), CPU: Octa-core {3 x 2.3
GHz Kryo 465 Gold + 6 x 1.8 GHz Kryo 465 Silver}
v : [ 6.4 Inches Super AMOLED
DISD’&Y Capacitive Touchsoraen
Front: 32 MP, Main: Quad Camera 64 MP
1.8, 26mm wide), 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP,
2.3, 16mm [ultrawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP
ff2.4, (macra) + 2 MP, 2.4, (degth),
i B 4500 mAh
{Li-Po Non removable)
(U’ RAM&ROM 8GB + 128GB
A

NOKIA

Nokia C21

All-day battery life’
2 years of security updates’
Big and bright display

PRTNT 3P

L @ / ADVANCETELECOM & www.advancetelecom. com.pk

PS5+

RRP. 32,999

Superpowered

Camera

SOMP

Super-clear Camera

The right kind of camera
For any shot

8MP

Selfie Camera

Deeply know your beauty.
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Dcode Cygnal 3 Pro
Rs:24,499

Dcode Bold 3 Pro

Rs:42,999

s
L
=
<
O -
"
m
=
<
un
5
p =
<
o)
m

"'\\
P .| Chipset: Mediatek Helio G37 , P Chipset: MediaTek Helio
CPU: 2.3 Ghz Octa Core G99, CPU: 2.3Ghz Octa Core
=3 6.52 Inches IPS LCD ) 6.7 Inches AMOLED
DISDlaS’ Capacitive Touchsereen DisPlay Capacitive Touchscreen
- ; Front: 8 MP, Main: : Front: 16 MP,
_Camam 13MP Triple Camera Camera Main: 50 MP Triple Camera
=T 5000 mah g 5000 mAh
(Li-ion Non removable) BEﬂBI‘y (Li-Po Non removable)
Memory RAM 4GB ROM 128GB MBITIOFY RAM 8GB ROM 128GB
o
TECNO SPARK 20 PRO PLUS TECNO SPARK GO 2024
PKR. 51,999/- PKR. 21,999/-
w 676" AMOLED 120Hz HISPIC 66" 90Hz
Ty s Front Camera: 32MP Front Camera: 8MP
WS Rear Camera: 108MP Rear Camera: 13MP
. 16GB Ram+256GB ROM - 8GB Rom+54GB ROM
Ll (8GB+8GB Extended) Ll (4GB+4GB Extended)
! 33W, Super Charge Sslelsl  10W, Charge (Type-c)
el s000man By sooomn
HCOMNGSOON G'E!Mg @
umeree | umgies | sopouen
Redmi 13C
Smooth 674" 90Hz Display D
B SOMP Al triple camera [ j
CEREETN Rs28.999
SENSE OF
CALMNESS
WWW GFIVEPARKIGTAN.COM h |}|
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THE MOST ]
REFRESHING GC'EIVE Honor X9a
CHOICE Rs. 129,999

IN JUST

RS.1799

Chiset: Qualcormm SKB3TS Sazpdragon
£53 56 (6 nm) , CPU; Octa-core {2 1.2
GHz Kryo 560 Gold + 6 x 1.7 GHz Kryo 650 Silver]

6.67 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP, Bain: Triple
Camera 64 MP, 1/LE, [wide],
POAF & 5 MP, 1/2.2, jultrawide)
# 2 MP £/2.4, [macrol,

4500mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

DOUBLE THE VISION

EHERT) RAMBGB  ROM 128GB

W e g § aGFIVERAK W BRIy EEAK MEEN. Eom

Samsung Galaxy A14
Rs. 56,999

<
O
=
=
>
S
N
-
-
2
0

V.
NOTE40Series

Octa-core (4 x 2.0 GHz
Cortex-A55 +4 x 2.0
GHz Cortex-A55)

6.6" PL3 LCD Capacitive
screen, 16M Colors, Muliitouch

DJSB Iay Touch

Front: 13 MP, 12.0, (wide),

| Main : Triple Camera: 50 MP, 1.8

2|, (wide), PDAF + 5 MP, £12.2, (ubtrawide)
+ 2 MP, 2.4, (macra),

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable),

[VERE] RAM 4GB ROM 128GB

o ibeleC .

Samsung Galaxy A04
Rs. 31,499

JONVUNSNI LISANVH +

.| Chipset MediaTek Helio, CPLU:
=M Octa-core (4 x 2.3 GHz + 4 x 1.8 GHz) |

6.5 Inches PLS LCD
apacitive Touchscreen

Display [

Front: 5§ MP, Back: Dual
Camera 50 MP, /1.8,
(wide), AF + 2 MP, fi2.4, (depth),

“1001IC SY
H#HEELL, 3

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

Effortless Power, Efficient Performance

RAM 3GB
ROM 32GB

20W wirel harge

= R a wwnwinovitelecom.com. pk
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Redmi A3x

Rs.18,999

Octa-core Unisoc T603 Chipest
Smocth 6.71" 90Hz display

Redmi Note 13

Every shot iconic

BGE+256GE Rs.54,999

120Hz AMOLED display 108MP triple camera

IN3VI

MOTE 40 Pro

2.4+ 2 MP

108MP QIS

Super-Zoom Cam

OIS + 2 MP

VGO TEL

Vibrant Visuals Everywhere

&.517" HD+ IPS

. 64GCB + 4GB 1BMP
‘Waterdrop Display

5000mAh
Pewvariul Battery

upte BOB Extended RAM Triphe Al Rear Camera

re 18,599
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VGO TEL sEAUTY

Level Up Your

lech Beauty

VGO TEL

==

g

[ty E-;-t:'i
AEEE

24" Auto Call VGA Camera Dual
Display Racorder wilth Flash Hano Si

Trs0
miéh Batteny

Oynamic

Spegker
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO
PKR. 40,999/-

“Display g Tes

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 108MP

Umerd
ATy A 16GBE Ram+256GE ROM
L (8GB+8GB Extended)
33W, Super Charge
BCHTEeEry

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20C
PKR. 24,999/-

6.6" IPS LCD

Front Camera: 8MP
Rear Camera: 50MP

8GB Rom+28GB ROM
(4GB+4GB Extended)

- -
'1. ( -
= - ;

18W, Fast Charge

5000mah

TECNO

TECNO POVA 5 PRO (5G)
PKR. 40,999/-

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G
PKR. 99,999/-

678" AMOLED 144Hz

i 6.78" IPS LCD s
Y Front: 50MP
Front Camero: 16MP ‘Camera . ‘
L Rear Comera: 50MP SRR Rear: Sy
. 12GB Ram+512GB ROM
femar 8GE Ram+2546GB ROM L (126B+12GB extended)
S sl 70W, Ultra Charge
68W, Ultra Charge Gt
T '
—— Wil 5000mAh
TECNO TECND

TECNO CAMON 30 PREMIER 5G
PKR. 158,999/-

TECNO CAMON 30
PKR. 57.999/-

Wil 678" AMOLED 14tz Ll 678" AMOLED 120Hz
(L Front: SOMP S0 Fronk 50MP
GEENNN Rear: 3% e L Rear: 50MP
‘o4 12GB Ram+512GB ROM . 12GB Ram+256GB ROM
L (12GBY12GE extended) L (12GB+12GB extended)
70W, Ultra Charge i"'i-lfi'i:'-'hi'l‘: 70W, Ultra Charge
5000mAh Lkl 5000mah
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FAFFLINE FECH ;.
MICROTIL TRAD S
PAD RO MOBILE {(PVT.) LIMITED
|| smant TEcHNoLoGIES
LEADING E D
MVSHAENTERPRISES
WELLOSTONE TECHNO LOS [PRIVATE] LAl TED
VELOCITY TRADE ENTERFRISES

GREEM ENTERPRISES

M [PRIVATE] LIMITED

200

okl sl sty st st

SO

ST SirE el & P35S (FLlf

123,003

ARV EFD

211, FHO

USRA CORMMLUIMICATION
PICK N SAVE
EUROTEL TRADING
AL LAY SVSTER. ..
| TECHMOLOG)

SICCOTEL TRADIMG
A5, TELECOM [FRIVATE) LIMITED
PICH M $AVY
|| PREMIER CODE [PRIVATE) LIMITED
SWAFT F SOLUTIONS PVT LTD
EXFERT TECH SOLUTIONS
|| FORTLINE (PRIVATE} LIMITED
|| AE. THLECOM (PRIVATE] LIMITED
FOLE CORMMURMNICATION TECHNDLOGY [FRIVATE] LIMITED
IMNOVI TECHNOLOGIES
SHCOTEL TRADING
ACTICM MOBILE E
MOV TELECORM [FVT.] LIMITED

DOOGEE
DOOGEE
WTHL
HELLO RMORILE
HCIHCNR
HONOR
EMFINIY
M INIX

B ART

1,387

531

2,328

156

BIT 60

250,518

142,263
TILTRY

31,320

185,784

179,401

13,59, 560

ZEMITH ENTERFRISE
CARLCARE SERVICE [PWT.} LINITED

IMFINIX
IR FIRIX

3,390

_‘E.I'!:I:!_I‘ff‘l.l‘;:‘;.l:livtt[ [PYT] LIMITED
CORETECH

SICCOTEL TRADING

|| FOLING THEH (FRIVATE] LiMITED

YOUNG TECH {PRIVATE) LIMITEDR

AGA KHAN HOSFITAL AND MEDICAL COLLEGE FOUMNDATION

INFINIX

ITEL
KD
ME MOBILE
MOTOROLA

AT

LIS LNS

220,000

TECH SIRAT [PRVATE) LIMITED

AGA KHAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL COLLEGE FOUNDATION
SICCOTEL TRADING

2,850

UNMEONATION . . ..
TECHNO PACK ELECTRONICS (FRIVATE) LINITED
[ ALPHA ENETWORK [PRIV ATE) LI LTS
[ icomIc sTARS ELECTRONN
EURDTEL TRADING

PICH M SAVE

SICCOTEL TECHNDLOWGEY [FRIVATE] LIMITED.
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION

IMPEL TECH [PRIVATE) LINITED
ENTACOM TEEHNGLD

|| SUNTON MOBILE TECH (PRIVATE] LIMITED _
SICCOTIL TRADING

194

6,704,000

LOGISTICS PFROPEL
PICK M SAVE

5., 0L COMMUNICATION
ASIF ASDTIA
FAMSUNG € FTA N (P RIVATE] LINITED _
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE [FRIVATE) LIMITED
ROHDE B SCHWARZ PAKISTAN [PVT.) LIBITED
LUCKY MOTOR CORFORATION LINITID
EDGE COMSULTING SOLUTIONS
SAMRAYRADERS . ... .. S
MULLER & PHIFPE [PAKISTAN) [PRIVATE] LIMITED
PAOBICELL (PRIVATE) LIPAITED

SNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE} LIVITED
CITI TECHNOLOGIES (FRIV ATE} LIMITED
EUmOTEL TRADING

] ECH ([PRIVATE] LIMITED

AIR LINK COMPMUNICATION LTD
ALPHA ENETWORK {PRIV ATE) LIMITED

BAMSUNG
SARSUNG

45,000

21,548 825

z,788,191

ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LINITHD

SICCOTEL THADING

PREMIER CODE [PRIVATE] LIMITED

ZEEKE

CARLCARE SERVICE (PWT.) LIMITED ) 2.025
|| COMASTAL LALYE TRCHIN G LOAIY: (PRI AVEY LW TG . 255,008 22,062,057
|| Z5H TELECOM E = _Zmna00 L OEE, P
PMICROTEL TRADING A el
A.LM SHIPPING & LOGISTICS | = KIADMI
2,506 490,550
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS & =
|| TEEH SIRAT (PRIVATE] LIBAITED. = =
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE {PRIVATE] LIMITED W
G TRADERS LAY AL
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED KIADMI 19,560,054
LA ITIECY COMM ol LFM BCATROMM (PVT.) LEVHTED = - 8 X MOBLE
DEFLOY [P LIMITED MO

L ED COMBALINICATION [FVT ) LIRITED _ .
[[ AFEeE "
ALLCALL
[| powcs - _ e
|| bcODE = = BOOY 183 T84
CHGIT 4G
DOOGEE
ETEL ==
MELLEY MOBNE - e =
HONOR 1,602 179,401
FFENLN 220,015 21,581,752
ITEL 53,008 3,728,591
EED 4,100 220,000
o T . e
MOTORILA = _an 2,850
= 123 10,589
141,000 16, 78, 000
& MOBILE
FREALMAE 3 190,026 13,164,565
| B . S 90,883 21,547,025
S0 MOGILE
TECHO 317508 IFFTIS61
WD 255 0a 22 062,057
VILLACHN . I
MEMITEL - 23,000 L0
X MOBILE - 18,260 _BAG, 512
MIADKI 225,906 Z0.050,603
ZEEKER 16 1,770
ZTH 5 -
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on

Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolecommunication Lid.

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi A3x

Rs.18,999

Octa-core Unisoc T603 Chipest

Smooth 6.71" 90Hz display

12GB+512GB
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Color Changing Design
80W FlashCharge
120 Hz AMOLED Display
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