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Dear Islamic Republic of Pakistan

: istan
Re: Mirza Shahzad Akbar v Islamic Republic of Pakista

l.  Introduction
i | r
3 ha 1. We are instructed by Mirza Shahzad Akbar (“the Claimant") to bring claims in the

[ High Court of England and Wales against the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

o ("Pakistan”/ “the Defendant") in trespass to the person; harassment, contrary to the
: Protection from Harassment Act 1997 ("PHA 1997"); and the tort of intentional
) ,- infliction of emotional distress. We write in accordance with the Practice Direction on
Pre-Action Conduct to notify Pakistan of the claims,

Il Summary of Claims

2. The Claimant is a Pakistani national, a

former Pakist
barrister.

ani politician and g human rights
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m. Factual Background
(A) The Claimant — Shahzad Akbar
i ithan LLB
akistan. He graduated with an L
from the

6. The Claima

n international trade law

pleted his bar vocational studies

nt was born on 20 November 1977 in P
from the University of London in 2001 and an LLM i
ity of Newcastle in 2002. The Claimant com

Univers
in 2004 and was called to the Bar in 2004 in England.

king as a legal consultant
bility Bureau ("NAB"),

In 2004, the Claimant returned to Pakistan and began wor
Claimant also

cial prosecutor for Pakistan's National Accounta

n corruption cases against Pakistani officials. The

and then a spe
ssociates, a private law firm. In 2008, the Claimant left

where he worked 0
consulted for Faroog Law A
his job at the NAB and began workin
imant established the Foundation for Fundamental Rights
n the advancement, protection and enforcement of

zens. This included strategic litigation

America ("US") and the

g fulltime at Faroog Law Associates.
(“FFR"), a

In 2010, the Cla
legal charity that worked o
fundamental human rights of Pakistani citi
against the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the United States of
United Kingdom (“UK") for the civilian harm caused as a result of drone strikes in

Pakistan. FFR worked with international partners, such as Reprieve, the US Centre

oy
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2 In 2011, the Clalmar

; actice altar
active law pr
- from achi
2018, the Claimant ll*!-il]fll“(l from | FIR and
10 In "\.;_\,‘USI <018, Ihe amn {

"), the ex-Prime Minister
“ ‘. . - e
an ("Khar )
being nvited 1o join the government of Imran KI j a special assistant on
YOI ™ 10 a5 d opELic
! . at, appointec i}

) . as a technocrat, af wmber 2018

of Pakistan. The Claimant was ialive. In Septem d
's accounlability initialive.

- “harqe of Khan's accoun overy Unit

accountability (o take charge o Assels Recovery
e bl | .

one month into the Claimant's tenure in his new role, tt

- > and his cabinet
("ARU") was sel up as parl of Khan's accounlability iniialive
appointed the Claimant as the ARU's first chairperson.

: include bolh
1.In December 2019, (he Claimant's portfolic was expanded lo
accountability and interior affairs.

12.1n July 2020, the Claimant was promoted to the role of

an advisor 1o Khan, with the
same

portfolio [accom!abih’ly and interior affairs)

.inthe capacity of a Federal Minister
in the Cabinet of p

akistan. In his lenure, the

investigate Pakistani officials Suspected of corruption and return stolen money to the
lreasury,

Claimant spearheaded attemplts to

13. One year into his role, the Claimant

identified that the Pakistani Army's Chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa and the

Inter-Services
accountability as an intelligence gathering tool agai

the two main political parties: Pakist
League (Nawaz) ("

establishment.

Intelligence ("ISI") were using

nst their (al the time)
an People's Party ("PPP")

PML-N"), to coerce them to work for the

Opponents,
and Pakistan Muslim

benefit of the military
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toll ("COASY), CGnmar Javeard
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15 The military  ostablishmoent was al odds with tho Claimant

Conn her cardinued
highlighting the role that the amy nnd 151 playoad In intartoring with his aceonntatnlt 7
and anfi-corruption objoctive

3 Roalising that the issuae wi 1, that he
could not single handadly fix the rampant corruption In Pakistan, the Clairman
informed Khan that he wished lo resign from Khan's cabinel

systarmatic, and that he

16.On 24 January 2022, the Claimant resigned from Khan's government

17.0n 10 April 2022, Khan lost a no-confidence motion in the National A embly, and

he ceased to hold the office of prime minister. Shortly after Khan's oustmq the

("FIA") despite Pakistan hawng no official governmenl at

al ¢ the tlme_Tﬂe Clalman'
chauenged his inclusion on the no- fly list through a judicial review, and on 13 April

2022, the former Chief Justice, Athar Minallah, ordered that the Claimant be removed
from the list.

18.0n 17 April 2022, shortly after his removal from the no-fly list, the Claimant fled to

London via Dubai, United Arab Emirates, to avoid being targeted by Pakistan andi/or
its agents.

19. In December 2022, the Claimant settled in the UK and started working at Bertha UK
as its Chief Liaison Officer in International Law, a position he still holds

20. The Claimant continues to campaign against corruption in Pakistan and remains
highly critical of the military establishment and government officials on social media
and newspapers based outside of Pakistan. The Claimant has not been able to

campaign on Pakistani TV as the IS has banned media agencies from providing him
with a platform.
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\oust 2018 Khan bepan soR 1

N AUQUST =

, palablishm
< powerful miitary establl

i ) i0-conficdernce:
backing of Pakistan rough a vole of 1

2 out of his position 1

Army's backing, Khan was vole nsidered to have been orchestrated

idely co
n the Parliament of Pakistan in a vole widely

by the mulitary elite of Pakistan.

sl - vich injured him
>3 On 3 November 2022, Khan suslained an assassination attempt W :

; alleged that

anc several others and resulted in the dealh of one person. Khan has alleged th
>t < by . v 1 4
Pakistan's Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif, Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah and
intefligence officer Major-General Faisal Naseer, the current DG of Counter-

Intelligence for the ISI, were behind this assassination attempt.

24.Since being ousted from power in 2022, Khan has also had more than 175 cases

iaunched against him. These include the Cipher case (allegations of leaking state

secrets), the Toshakhana or state treasury case, the land bri

bery case and an
abe

was ' |
concerned it was losing its arip on power in

ficant Crackdown on the PT]

rganisations, shutting down

Pakistan ang reacted with 3 signi
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abducting journalists and tarpaling iy nrn
press aticlos, soo for axamplo (oncloned)  Fradoanbnn oot ot o vicdent
after arrest of ex-PM Imtan Khan™ (1he Guarlian O 8oy 202.0) " Sietoon cbalians faoe
2h Moy 2020) Pakialan arrmy -
VIV tenea

military tnal in Pakiston over protesta (Al Jnsonrn
{yreypunae, 7

vows to punish planners’ of violant protoaata” (Al doeooea £ odune 2004
20077
Tirre:=

Khan has disappoenrod from Fakastan's poedia™ (0 Bowea 7o
ol 1o Cinig o

Imran Khan's Allies Defoct as Milltary Rampa Up Ceacladown™ (Tho Bloss rrirk

14 June 2023 and "A Paldstant Flaman Rights L awyor Isin

Speech” (The Nation 30 August 2023),

26 Pakistan has also laken aclion against other membars of P11 who crnicised
Pakistan's military establishment. These include:

(a) the arrest of Dr Shahbaz Gill in August 2022, a senior PTI politician and former
aide to Khan, after he publicly criticised Pakistan's military on TV: and

(b) the arrest of Azam Swati in October 2022, a senator in Pakistan's Senate and 2
PTI politician, by the Federal Investigation Agency ("FIA") for criticising the former

COAS, General Qamar Raved Bajwa. Swati alleged that he was "beaten, sexually
assaulted and starved in prisons whose locations were not disclosed” by

policemen in plain clothes. Swati alleged that his torture was directed and
authorised by Major-General Faisal Naseer and Sector Commander Brigadier

Faheem Raza.

Journalists, Lawyers and Civil Society Members

27. Pakistan's systematic targeting of journalists, lawyers and civil society members that
are critical of the military establishment has been widely reported. Pakistan is known
to engage in both domestic and transnational repression. It is not uncommon for a
critic to be targeted in Pakistan, forced to flee, and targeted again in the country that

they have fled to.
28. In January 2017, Ahmad Wagass Goraya, a prominent Pakistani blogger and human
rights activist who frequently criticised the Pakistani military and |SI, was abducted
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UK. In January 2022, the hitman was found guilty of conspiracy

31.in June 2018, Gul Bukhari, a British-Pakistani YouTuber and cf::lurnr:.stt th(;:z;,:;,
criticised the Pakistani military was abducled by security forces in P? Istan. . 2

(o the UK in December 2018 where she has resided since. Bukhari was .nOtlﬁEU.by

British authorities that she was on Pakistan's ‘hil list' and the Metropolitan Poiice

Service ("Met Police") advised her not to share her home address with anyone.

32.In February 2020, Fazal Khan, a lawyer and human rights activist launched a court
case against the Pakistani government and military offi

cials including the COAS and
the Director-General ("‘DG")

of the ISI. In July 2020, he survived an assassination
attempt that is suspected to have been ordered b

after the attack and in April 2021, he receive

Police. The Met police advised Fazal Khan to
public places.

y the ISI. Fazal Khan fled to the UK

d a threat to life warning from the Met

maintain a “low profile” and not to attend
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Pakistan. It is the Claimant's case that Pakistan andfor ils ag

ify against Khan
‘ - r ",Zf":“f‘ r,sr,mrug, 4
o intimidate and pressure the Claimant to return o Pakistan and /

and for the purposes of causing the Clajmanl severe dislress.

39. The Claimant filed a complaint in relation to Murad's kidnapping with the British
palice who raised the issue with Pakistan through the UK's diplomatic channels.
Foliowing this, Murad was released from captivily on 27 August 2023. Murad has
since gone into hiding to avoid being abducled by Pakistan and/or its agents again.

(C) Pakistan's targeting of the Claimant

40.As detailed above, the Claimant spearheaded Pakistan's anti-corruption and
accoﬁntabﬂity campaign and his work was a threat to the military establishment. After
Khan was ousted, the Claimant was advised to leave Pakistan by a number of

Pakistani officials. The Claimant heeded their warning and fled Pakistan hofilyiaRr
his name was removed from the no-fly list as a result of legal action. Despite his

escape, Pakistan has continued targeting the Claimant whilst he has resided in the
UK. ‘ | ,

Assault with acid

41.In October 2023, the Claimant was informed by his acquaintances that the Pakistan
High Commission in London was attempting to trace the Claimant's home address in
the UK. f-'o!lowipg wh:fch, a joumlalist with reportedly close links with the PHC informed
the C!aimant_"that the High Commission is tryin

‘ : g to find his address in the UK. The
Claimant's acquaintances did not have his Uk

address and therefore were unable ta
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| Faisal Nascoer and Brigadier Fahoom Raza

On or ar ;
ound 14 November 202 -
er 2023, the Claims weeived
Claimant received a cerificd letter fram the
UK s National

PHC requesting i
o AQ ting information in respect of an agreement between the
ime Agency ("NCA" ¢ 3
y ("NCA") and a privale party and the Government of Pakistan « sigming

of iality i
a deed of confidentiality in relation lo the same.

Followi '
a ing receipt of the letler, the Claimant expressed his concerns to the NMCA ac
er » -
e was no reason for this letter to be sent to his home address in the UK, the

Claimant had previously answered the NAB's questions in at least four separaie

letters in July 2022, August 2022, May 2023 and June 2023. It is the Claimant's case
thal Pakistan sent or procured the sending of this letter to the Claimant 10
ate that they had knowledge of his address, to intimidate the Claimant into

demonstr
urposes of causing tne

providing a false testimony against Khan and for the p

Claimant severe distress.

o weeks after receiving the letter from th
was assaulted with acid by an un
lace at the Claimant's house in Roy

at the time. The Assai

2023, the Claimant
Assailant’). The attack took p
and daughters present in the home
s the Claimant's face, causin
. If it were not for his glass
ausing permanent partial or com

in a bottle toward

his head and his right a
e Claimant's eyes likely €

mmed his front door; thi

reacted quickly and sla
e attack has caused dis

th or attack by the Assailant. Th

entation of the areas of skin that were buf
k was perpetrated and/or directed by Pa

ts agents.
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47 The Claimani:

‘ injured In the attack.
could easily have been injured €

e victims. The corrosive
e | e victims. The corr
48 Acid attacks have significant and devaslaling impacts on (h , l i
L i sulli in almost immediale
substance causes a person’s skin and flesh 0O melt, resulling In &

niuri an ¢ s life changing
and excruciating pain to the victims and injuries that can cause 9
‘ i i sychiatric harm,
disabilities. The long-term impacts of chemical burns can include psyc

' i in di ration
social isolation and/or wilhdrawal, cancers of the skin, scaring and skin discolora

49. Pakistan should also be aware of the serious legal consequences of assaulting
individuals with corrosive substances. In England and Wales, the usage of a corrosive
substance against a person with the intention to "burn, maim, disfigure, or disable

any person, or to do some grievous bodily hamm to any person” carries a maximum

sentence of life imprisonment (pursuant to s. 29 Offences against the Person Act

1861). This is not dissimilar to section 336(A) and 336(B) of Pakistan's Penal Code,
which provide:
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52,7he claimant has experienceq feelings of quilt ang i
had taken to protect himself ang i family were
putting his family at risk and the
Claimant is no longer permitted to

stress as (he attermnpts that pe
SUCCessful, He feels quilty for

eting has had gn them. The

09 . | personally drop off pick up his children from their
school, resulting in him being stigmalized and socially isolated from other pa
ren

{s.

impact that his targ

53, The targeting continues to have a daily impact on the Claimant's quality of life.

V. The Claims
(A) Harassment

54. Under s. '1(1)' of the PHA 1997, a person must not pursue a course of conduct (a)
which amounts to harassment of another and (b) which he knows or ought (o know
. g
amounts to harassment “of the other. References to harassing a person '*:C“J[ ;
o : i : _An actua
a\arming the person or causing the person distress: s. 7(2) PH!.\ 1?::6 C; i
'apbvféheﬁdédlﬂfeach bt g (1) of the PHA 1997 may be the subjec
s i victim of t
proceedings by the person who s Of may be the victin
question: . 3(1) PHA 1997.

he course of conduct in
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55 In largeting the Claimi
el which amounted to, g

Paklstan and or their agents engay
knew or ought 1o have kne

the Glalmant has caut

which Pakistan il

Claimant. Pakistan’s targoting of

add the claimant significant

alarm, paranoia and dislrass.

(B) Trespass to the person

.on and battered the Claimant by

56 Pakislan trespassed against the Claimanl's pers

assaulting him with acid on 26 November 2023, The impacl of the allack has cauaed

the Claimant to sustain personal injury as delailed above.

(C)Intentional infliction of emational distress

57.In targeting the Claimant as set out above, Pakistan engaged in a course of conduc

which aimed to intentionally inflict emolional distress on the Claiman
recklessly in targeling a civilian in the UK. As sel out above, the targeting Nas caused

1. Pakistan acted

the Claimant significant emotional distress.
(D) Consequential damage, personal injury and other harm

58 As a result of the wrongs detailed above, the Claimant has suffered personal injury
as well as consequential pecuniary loss, distress, anxiety and loss of amenity and
autonomy. This personal injury was caused by acts or omissions in the United
Kingdom. In consequence, Pakistan Is not immune as regards the proceedings

pursuant to s 5 of the SIA 1978.

V. Relief Sought

59, The Claimant seeks the following relief from Pakistan for the wrongs set out above:

" a) Damages for personal injury.
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) Costs

VI. Disclosure
60.In the event that Pakistan disputes the claim or any parts of it, wo request provisior
of copies of the following relevant documents thal are or have bean within its control
within the meaning of CPR Part 31.8:
(a) all documents relating and/or referring to the Claimant; and

(b) alldocuments relating and/or referring to the Claimant’s brother, Murad Akbar

61.We remind Pakistan of its obligation pursuant to the Civil Procedure Rules, to
preserve, and nat to delete or destroy, any and all documents in its control which are

or may be relevant to the claim.

Vil.  Alternative Dispute Resolution

62.In accordance with the Pre-Action Prolocol, the Claimant is willing to consider

reasonable proposals for alternative dispute resolution.

VIll. Period for Response

63. Please confirm receipt of this letter within 14 days of the date of this letter. Please

provide a substantive response to this letter within six weeks, i.e. by midday on 10
June 2024
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Yours faithfully.
Ligh D
Leigh Day
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