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Stop filer

and non-filer,
protected and
non-protected
propaganda

The financial woes of a layman appear unending in this country
which in its hitherto 77 years' political history never had a single
government that thought to provide for the poor at the cost of its own
commoners in Pakistan up to this time around perhaps never was the
case in history.

The poor Pakistanis are enchanted by the coinage of new
terminologies and jargon, and to fleece them and such methodology is
adopted that the people take the government measures a favour to them
when intrinsically, they purport to rob them of even humble sustenance.
But never a government made sincere efforts to come to their help
and provide them financial relief to ease their living that is universally
acknowledged as basic to move the wheel of the national economy and
generating resources.

True and first-hand knowledge of the plight of the poor and framing
the financial policies accordingly to mitigate their sufferings is a must if
we have to put the country on the right track.

The terms “filer” and “non-filer” as well as “protected” and “non-
protected are commonly heard nowadays in every city, town, village,
and street. The nation pays numerous taxes and duties on consumer
products and utility bills. The cost of electricity bills often exceeds
people’s salaries, so the government should ensure that everyone has
access to economic resources by reducing utility rates to ease the burden
on households, promote businesses, and industrial growth, and support
SMEs. Negative propaganda against non-filers should be stopped, as a
significant portion of the population has already paid indirect taxes.

The Federal Board of Revenue Tajir Dost Scheme has not been
successful, with only 39,134 retailers registered so far out of a target
of 3.5 million. This failure can be attributed to the government's
inability to provide basic amenities such as healthcare, education, law
and order, and control mflation which discourages paying the taxes.
Despite the minimum wage being raised to Rs37,000 in the budget,
many shopkeepers, businessmen, traders, and industrialists are unable
to increase employee salaries due to imited income. Providing tax relief
and other benefits could help address this issue. The World Bank predicts
that 40 % of the population in Pakistan has fallen below the poverty line,
which indeed is alarming.

The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (INEPRA) has
introduced a controversial classification of consumers as “protected”
and “non-protected.” Consumers who consistently use up to 200 units of
electricity for six months are considered protected. If their consumption
exceeds 200 units for even a month, they are moved to the unprotected
category. This raises questions about the cost of electricity after the 200-
unit threshold. NEPRA considers unprotected consumers to be those
who consume more than 200 units of electricity, often due to using
additional luxuries like fancy lights, air conditioners, and high-voltage
kitchen appliances. However, it is challenging for a typical six-member
family living in a 3-marla double-storey home with basic appliances to
limit their electricity usage to 200 units, especially during hot summers.
The government should consider raising the limit to at least 300 umnits to
protect the interests of the poor and the common man.
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Heatwaves a growing concern for
physical & mental health

Extraordinary heatwave 1s a serious concern for both
physical and mental health. Research shows a troubling
connection between high temperatures and an increase in
mental health 1ssues like depression, anxiety, and bipolar
disorder. For every 1°C rise in monthly average temperature,
mental health-related deaths increase by 2.2%. During
heatwaves, emergency rooms m hospitals get a rise of
patients affected by dehydration and delirium. However, the
mmpact on individuals with existing mental health conditions
15 significant. High temperatures can worsen symptoms of
depression and anxiety and trigger manic episodes in those
with bipolar disorder, sometimes leading to hospitalization.
Medications for psychiatric conditions may be less effective
or harmful i extreme heat.

Cogmitive abilities also decline in extreme heat A study
m Boston found that students without air conditioming
performed 13% worse on cognitive tests during a heatwave.
Heat stress impairs brain functions needed for complex tasks,
leading to frustration and aggression. This frustration can
escalate to violence, with even a slight temperature increase
correlating with a 3-5% rise m assaults.

Shahid Nadeem, Peshawar

Concerns regarding declining
education standards

I am writing to address the issue of the falling standard
of education, particularly in the context of the promotion
opportunities for Superintendents within the Education
Department of the Government of Smdh.

The current system within the Education Department has led
toadisparity in promotion opportunities between teaching and
non-teaching staff. Whule teaching staff are able to progress
to lugher admimistrative roles, Superntendents, who play
a crucial role in office and administrative functions, often
face stagnation in their careers due to the lack of promotion
avenues. It 1s essential to recognize the valuable experience
and expertise that Superntendents bring to the table and
provide them with the necessary support and opportunities
for career advancement. By prioritizing the promotion of
Supermtendents, the Education Department can enhance
its admimistrative efficiency and contribute to improving
educational standards. I urge the Education Department to
address this 1ssue and ensure equal opportunities for all staff
members to advance i their careers, ultimately leading to a
more robust and effectrve education system.

Zulfigar Ali Memon, Hyderabad

Technology can be addictive

Technology was initially created to connect people easily
through telephone, email, and social media, enabling people
to communicate and make friendships inside and outside the
country. However, many believe that technology has made
people more lonely, insecure, and unsafe. Social media,
with 1its benefits and drawbacks, can confribute to 1solation
and reduced time spent with others. Excessive use of social
media, and television, leads to addiction and distracts us from

Write us at: flare.mag{@gmail.com

real-life goals. While technology can be addictive, 1t 1s our
responsibility to use it wisely and not let it control our lives.
Awareness and caution when using devices are essentfial to
avoid negative impacts.

Sheroze Amad, Lahore
Fake medicines units

There are 3,000 fake medicine manufacturing companies
or factories m Pakistan, operating in all provinces and
using cheap materials smuggled from India, China, and
other countries. These factories are linked to large hospitals
owned by the same manufacturer individuals, making
money at the expense of patients” lives.

A strong campaign is needed to combat this 1ssue. Politicians
often seek medical treatment abroad due to what they say,
poor healthcare system and spurious medicines. I urge the
Army Chief and Prime Mumster of Pakistan to address this
serious 1ssue to eliminate the culprits by awarding them the
most stringent punishment up to the capital sentenence.

Shakir H Shamim, Skardu

Drug issues in our society

I am writing to address the growing concern of drug abuse
m our society. The widespread presence of both illegal
and prescription drugs has become a critical public health
crisis affecting mdividuals, families, and communities. The
rise 1n opioid addiction and overdose deaths 1s alarming,
impacting people of all backgrounds. Comprehensive
solutions are urgently needed. The stigma surrounding drug
addiction hinders individuals from seeking help. Public
education campaigns are essential to change perceptions
and promote a compassionate approach to those struggling
with addiction.

Access to treatment and rehabilitation services must
be increased, especially in underserved communities.
Governments should prioritize funding for these services
to ensure they are accessible to all in need.

Law enforcement 1s important, but a balanced approach
15 also necessary. Curbing the illegal drug trade while
addressing underlying 1ssues like education and mental
health 1s crucial. In conclusion, addressing the drug erisis
requires a coordinated and compassionate response. By
reducing stigma, mcreasing access fo treatment, and
addressing root causes, we can make significant progress
in combating this epidemic.

Bilgees, Karachi

Govt should prioritize agriculture
and livestock farming

To address the economic challenges, Pakistan should
prioritize agriculfure and livestock farming This focus
will create job opportunities in rural areas and improve
the country’s foreign exchange reserves. Many G20
countries, including Russia, Canada, Turkey, South Africa,
Brazil, and Mexico, rely on agriculture for revenue and
foreign exchange By emphasizing our natural strengths
mn agriculture, we can stimulate growth in other sectors as
well. It 1s important to avoid mvesting heavily in high-tech
mdustries that may lead to an outflow of foreign exchange.

Shakil Akbar RIZVI, Karachi

We recerve too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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High tariff of
electricity constantly

It is high time to come out and stand with the political, religious,
and trade bodies or NGOs against the cruel decision of the
government to increase the tariff of power. For the common
man, it is very hard to pay heavy bills and survive in society

he MNational Electric Power Regulatory

Authority (NEPRA) has approved a sig-

nificant hike in the basic electricity tariff,

raising it by a further Rs 5.72 per unit for
the fiscal year 2024-25. The NEPRA has also ap-
proved the fixed amount along with the actual bill
from July 2024. These charges range from Rs. 200
to Rs. 1,000 per month. Residential consumers will
have to pay these new fees.

Starting from July 1, 2024, the average basic
electricity tariff will rise from Rs 29.78 to Rs 35.50

In a contrasting move, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharnif has reduced the price of electricity for indus-
tries and exports by Rs 10.69 per unit. The new price
of electricity for this sector will be Rs 34.99 per unit.
This move is expected to provide a significant boost
to industrial development, leading to faster employ-
ment opportunities and economic growth. The gov-
ernment estimates that this move will remove a bur-
den of over Es 200 billion from industries.

The approval from NEPRA reflects ongoing ad-
justments in the energy sector, balancing between
necessary price hikes and efforts to support econom-
ic growth through industrial mcentives.

NEPRA will start fixed charges on July 1, 2024.
These charges range from Rs. 200 to Rs. 1,000 per
month. Residential consumers will have to pay these
new fees.

Residential Consmmers

Units consumed (GWh) Fixed Charge(s)

301-400 units/month Rs. 200/month

401-500 units/month Rs. 400/month

501-600 units/month Rs. 600/month

601-700 units/month Rs. 800/month

Above 700 units/month Rs. 1,000/month

FACEEOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

TolU meter users Rs. 1,000/month
Commercial Consumers
Load less than SKkW Rs. 1,000 per month
Load of 5EW and above increased from Rs. 500
to Rs. 2,000 per month

Industrial Consumers
B1 category (up to 25kW, ToU metering)
Rs. 1,000 per month
B2 category (up to 5006W)  mcreased from
Rs. 500 to Rs. 2,000 per month
B3 category (5,000EW)
Rs. 460 to Rs. 2,000 per month
B4 category (all loads)increased from Rs. 440 to
Rs. 2,000 per month

The approval from NEPRA
reflects ongoing adjustments

increased from

in the energy sector, balancing
between necessary price hikes
and efforts to support econom-
ic growth through industrial
incentives

Electricity costs have two parts; fixed and vari-
able. Fixed charges make up 72 percent. Vanable
charges are 28 percent. Fixed charges only bring in
2 percent of revenue. Variable charges bring in 93
percent. NEPRA wants to change this. The new
fixed charges will help it.

The government will talk to NEPRA about a

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

FLARE REPORT

ECONOMY |

uniform tariff for F¥25. NEPRA has already de-
cided to raise the base tariff. It will go up to Rs.
35.50 per unit. It was Rs. 29.78 per unit in FY24.

The power sector will get over Rs. 3.763 tnillion
in FY25. This is because of the new tanff structure,
The changes will affect all residential consumers.
aims to balance fixed and vanable charges better.

Thus all 15 killing for the poor segment of society
which is already hardy both ends meet.

It is high time to come out and stand with the
political, religious, and trade bodies or NGOs
against the cruel decision of the government to in-
crease the tanff of power. For the common man,
it 1s impossible to pay bills and survive in society.
In August 2023, a large mumber of people came on
the roads in protest against the unjustified increase
in the power tanff which the government has done
instead of terminating the agreement with the IPPs
to pay billions of rupees to them for umsed and
costly electricity.

Non-stop increases in electricity rates will not
only damage the credibility of the government but
can also bring revolution in the country because the
nation is fed up with the lollypop and lipservice of
the rulers. The people want relief or come out with
fnll force against the crushing price hikes and bur-

The main reason for the eleciricity crisis in
Pakistan is the contracts made with Independent
Power Producers (IPPs) along with electricity theft,
the burden of which has always been borne by the
traders and the people as no electricity or highly ex-
pensive electricity. The total number of IPPs in Pa-
kistan is 49, out of which 41 are thermal plants and
8 are hydro plants, which together generate about
19,000 MW of electricity.

This means that if the government of Pakistan
wants, it can review the contracts with the IPPs and
reduce the production of electricity by up to 10,000
MW from these Independent Power Producers,
which will not only affect positively Pakistan's dollar
reserves but also have great impact on the economy.

Due to these IPP agreements, the country has suf-
fered immense irreparable damage that has not only
made Pakistan indebted to institutions like the IMF
but has put Pakistan's integrity at risk and brought
it to the brink of destruction. All these anti-nation-
al agreements are tantamount to treason agamnst the
state.

First start Jamaat-e-[slami (JI) who organised
cost of electricity, prolonged load shedding, and an
anti-people budget. These protests, held at the call
of JI Emir Hafiz Naeem ur Rehman, marked the
commencement of the first phase of a peaceful
national resistance movement. A large number of
people participated in the rallies across major cities
including Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi-Islamabad,
Peshawar, Quetta, Hyderabad, Sukkur, Faisalabad,
and Multan, as well as numerous small cities.

The demonstrators voiced their discontent with
the IMF-imposed budget and rising utility bills, de-
manding immediate relief. According to reports, JI
Naib-Emir Liagat Baloch led the protest in Rawal-
pindi, Secretary. General Amirul Azim in Gujrat,
JI Emir Punjab South Rao Zafar at the Multan
Press Club, JI Emir Punjab Central Javed Kasuri in
Kasur, JI Emir Balochistan Maulana Abdul Hag in
Quetta, JI Emir KP Professor Ibrahim in Peshawar,
JI Secretary General KP Abdul Waseh in Mardan,
JI Emir Lahore Ziauddin Ansari Advocate in La-
hore, JI Emir Karachi Munam Zafar at Kala Pull
in Karachi, JI Emir Sargodha Awais Qasim in Sar-
godha, and JI Emir Sheikhupura Rana Tuhfa Dast-
gir in Sheikhupura. Additional protests were held
across interior Sindh and at district and tehsil lev-
els, led by local JI leaders. Speakers at these events
criticized the government for what they termed a
complete capitulation to the IMF, resulting in a
harsh and anti-poor budget. They asserted that the
government lacks credibility and legitimacy, and
vowed that JI would persist in its struggle for the
people’s rights. =

JUNE, 2024
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| woices echo in the Senate |

| sion to impose taxes on

Businass News

ment to generate more
taxes even by snatching
the bites of infants as the
18% tax on milk and for-
has been proposed in the
national budget.

My relatives living in
the USA since 2010 in-
formed me that the Amer-
ican government provides
free milk, and diapers to
newborn babies m the
country with financial
that the taxes in the USA |
are very high but in return,
the government provides
free eduocation, health,
unemployment bonuses,
easy loans, and goods m
installments. USA’s GDF
per capita is $85,373 while
Palastan's GDP per capita
is $1,680. You can imagine
the Amernican 15 too high
compared to Pakistan.

It is a good omen that

against the cruel dec-

children’s milk and oth-
er items of thewr needs.
They also raised their
voices against the taxes on
packed milk that will not
only destroy the dairy in-
dustry but also make itun- -
affordable for the common
man to purchase. The Sen-
ate Standing Commuittee
on Finance has rejected a
proposal to impose an 18
percent sales tax on baby
food and fortified child
citing concerns over the
economic impact on fam-
ilies and child health.
The Committee meet-
ing, chaired by Senator

Free download: flare.pk

Taxes filled federal

budget to starve poor,
children to death

r

"

It is a good omen that voices echo in the Senate against the
cruel decision to impose taxes on children’s milk and other
items related to their needs. They also raise their voices
against the taxes on packed milk that would not only destroy
the dairy industry but also make it unaffordable for the

common man to pll['ChﬁSE

ECONOMY |

BUDGET |
2024-25

Azhar Javed .
immense financial stress,
afford costly formula milk
and food? The govern-
ment’s decision has come
at a time when Palustan
was already facing a mal-
nutrition crisis. Palkistan’s
‘under-five mortality rate’
is 137 for 1,000 births,
which 15 considered very
standards.

According to the Na-
tional Nutrition Survey,
40 percent of children in
Palkistan are underweight,
and over half are affected
by stunting.
mflationary chimate, it is
imperative to note that
locally produced infant
formula, baby food, and
fortified child nutrition
milk powders are priced
at approximately 50 per-
cent less than mmported
ones, making them afford-

= an additional Rs50 per
hitre starting July 1, 2024,

eral Sales Tax (GST) in
the budget.

The proposed 18 per-
cent sales tax on packaged
milk in the new budget
could prove disastrous
and, if not withdrawn,
may shrink the size of
the formal dairy sector by
more than 70 percent, in-
dustry sources said.

Also, the imposition
of an indirect sales tax
instead of a direct income
tax 15 expected to inflict
a loss of at least Rs23

Salim Mandviwala, wit-

nessed a heated discussion on various tax proposals.
Senator Faroog H. Naik highlighted the challenges
of economic documentation, noting that many Pa-
Iastanis lack bank accounts, complicating efforts to
formalize the economy.

Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) officials pre-
sented proposals including a 10 percent sales tax
on stationery items and an 13 percent tax on milk
and baby formmla. They assured that cash assis-
tance would be provided to those in need. However,
Senator Sherry Rehman opposed the tax on milk,
pointing to the country's 40 percent child stunting
rate and calling the proposal excessive and uncon-
sulted. Senator Amish Rehman labeled the tax on
baby milk as cruel, leading the Committee to unan-
imously reject the proposal.

The debate extended to other tax matters, with
Senator Naik advocating for the abolition of the
humorously suggesting a tax on graves as even buri-
al costs are high in Karachi. He also questioned
whether the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
influences tax exemptions, especially for regions
like FATA and PATA.

Senator Mandviwala raised concerns about the
misuse of tax exemptions in these areas, with Sen-
ator Zeeshan Khanzada adding that Azad Kashmir
that promoting industry rather than providing gov-
ernment jobs would be more beneficial.

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

the tax on raw materials for mamufacturers. While
manufacturers claimed exemptions were for raw
materials, the Committee noted these materials
were being sold locally.

The Committee meeting also touched on the
imposition of an 18 percent tax on surgical mstru-
ments, previously tax-exempt. Senator Amish Reh-
man warned that this would make healthcare more
expensive, a concern acknowledged by the FBR.

Meanwhile, industry representatives and the
public have criticised the government over its plans
to impose 18 percent General Sales Tax (GST) on
locally produced infant formmla milk and baby food.

Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) officials presented
proposals including a 10 per-
cent sales tax on stationery
items and an 18 percent tax on
milk and baby formula

They said the heavy taxation would worsen
malnutrition among infants and children as parents
would be compelled to choose cheaper and un-
healthy alternative feeding solutions.

The people “condemned” the government's
move. How can people, who are already under

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

billion on farmers who
are still reeling from the government'’s ill-planned
wheat imports during the caretaker setup, they add-
ed.

The industry will not be able to buy milk from
the farmers as this tax will erode their profits, they
said. The manufacturers and other stakeholders
that are linked to the country’s small but docu-
mented packaged milk industry are concerned over
the government’s plan to levy an 18 percent sales
tax on packaged milk from the next financial year
which will start from July 01.

The formal dairy sector helps farmers improve
timely purchase of their milk products, they said.

Despite being one of the world's largest milk
producers and consumers, Pakistan is a counfry
where 40 percent of children are suffering from
1ssues like abnormal height, 29 percent are under-
weight and 18 percent are scrawny because of mal-

About 90 percent of more than 240 million Pa-
kistanis consume fresh unprotected milk while onty
10 percent use packaged milk.

This number will further go down, which will
be a huge blow to the government’s efforts to docu-
ment the economy,” they said.

“The dairy indusiry is a staunch supporter of
taxation for the country’s development, but there
must be a level playing field for the stakeholders to
compete, they said.

JUNE, 2024
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=2==telecom and I'T sectors

are “killing” the dream

of Digital Pakistan
FBR - - i

 has been seen as blatantly
wiff unfair. Perhaps the most
¢ |\ concerning measure is the

cations mdustry to national __ increase in sales tax on mo-
the recently announced ad- _ This directly targets low-in-
verse budgetary measures e come groups, hindenng
relating to this sector. The = their access to affordable
telecom operators have ™ BRE P g W e 3 ¥ devices and further widen-
expressed grave concern . e / A ¥ ing the digital divide.
about unmwarranted taxes . . Affordable mobile
the 202425 budget on me lax measures like the 75% advance tax collection for non- phones are the gateways to
telecom ndustry. filers from telecom customers are technically impractical digtal inclusion, and this
Association says . SETVES 35 4 major
the telecom industry plays  and non-workable, leading to revenue losses for the sector  tvamier to progress towards
a vital role in collecting tax- a truly “Digital Pakistan.

and the government

The budget proposed for

eNCcompassing  consum-
er-related advance taxes, sales taxes, and taxes from
(FDI) in this sector has exceeded $15 billion to date
which underscores the commitment of the telecom
sector to ongoing infrastructore development in line
with technological advancements. The Association
addressing the Senate says “The purpose of reach-
ing out to you in urgency is to oppose the proposed
suggestion in Finance Bill 2023-24 about the telecom
mdustry and to caufion the government of Pumjab
that these suggestions will lnll the already challenged
mdustry and badly hamper the dream of Digital Pa-
kistan.” This is about the proposals for the IT and
Telecom sector in the Finance Bill 2024-25. The TOA
while showing serious concerns at the proposed lev-
ies has urged the relevant authorities of the Senate to
address them as of urgent importance and requiring
mmmediate considerafion.

Theletter reads: “Palkistan’s economy is dependent
the telecom sector is already struggling with two ma-
jor foreign investors in cellular and one in fixed also
leaving Pakistan. Tax measures like 75% advance tax
collection for non-filers from the telecom customers
are techmically impractical and non-workable leading
to revenue losses for the sector and government.” Tt
said “Penalizing the Telecom sector for non-compli-
ance with the ITGO by Authorities needs reconsid-
eration as CMOs are enablers of the ITGO and not
the principal parties in dispute with the tax authori-
ties. Penalties for non-compliance ranging from 100
million PER to 200 million PKR. every fortnight,” the
letter states.

Captioned Sales tax on mobile phones to destroy
digital penetration in lower mmcome groups, the let-
ter reads that “Increasing rate of sales tax on mobile
phone sets of value up to $500 will destroy digital pen-
etration in lower income groups and severely compro-
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mise any dream of a Digital Pakistan.”

The telecom industry has demanded that all es-
sential services including the banking sector, ATMs,
credit cards, e-commerce, passport control, securnfty
applications, etc., be connected and governed through
the Internet bandwidth and services provided by tel-
cOos.
Mobile phones play a crucial role in bridging the
er-income population. The proposed sales tax of 18%
on handsets priced below $500 will likely make these
devices less affordable for a significant portion of the
population. The dream of a “Digital Pakistan” fac-
es a nightmare as the telecom industry vehemently
contests the proposed measures in the Finance Bill
2024-25. These measures, categorised as abrupt and

Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) officials presented
proposals including a 10 per-
cent sales tax on stationery

items and an 18 percent tax on
milk and baby formula

regressive, could jeopardize the progress of the indus-
try towards providing connectivity and confributing
to tax reverue. The proposed tax measures in the Fi-
nance Bill 2024-25, such as the 75% advance tax col-
lection for non-filers and increased sales tax on mobile
pact the dream of a Digital Pakistan. The proposed
tax measures could detrimentally trigger a cascade ef-
fect impacting Pakistan's overall economic well-being.

The telecom sector serves as the backbone for
e-commerce, freelance work, financial services, and

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

the telecom sectors would
greatty hinder access to affordable mobile devices for
low-income groups and impede progress towards dig-
ital inclusion. The Palkistan Software Houses Associ-
ation (P@SHA) has expressed concerns about the
national budget overlooking the IT industry’s pro-
posals and has called for amendments to the finance
bill to support the sector’s growth. Despite the IT
sector’s contimued growth and record-high exports,
the new budgetary measures have raised concerns
among industry leaders. The government's taxa-
tion policies and class included in the budget would
“further fusel the brain drain of the skilled workforce
from the IT industry of Pakistan,” adding that an
allocation of Rs79 billion ($282.8 million) was pri-
marily for the government's own projects and IT
parks while the industry as a whole and IT compa-
nies had been neglected, said Chairman of P@SHA,
Muhammad Zohaib Khan.

“The situation was already alarming vis-a-vis
taxes and human resource availability and P@SHA
has, time and again, duly presented the facts and rel-
evant proposals to the government,” Khan added.
On taxafion measures, the P@SHA chief empha-
sized that the burden on IT companies was further
compounded by the failure to address the challenges
posed by the remote worker tax regime. “Tronical-
ly, mstead of removing the anomalies in current tax
laws, additional taxes have been levied on imports
of equipment and GST on hardware has been coun-
terproductively enhanced from 5 percent to 10 per-
cent,” Zohaib Khan said. He said the budget “direct-
Iy" contradicted the Ministry of IT and Telecom's
claims of supporting the industry for mvestments
and exports, demanding “necessary amendments”
in the finance bill to ensure that of support for the IT
industry could hinder its growth and lead to negative
consequences for Palkistan's I'T sector contirued on
its “spectacular growth trajectory.” economy.
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Telecom sector
stands singular with

' $2.283 billion exports

“T'he Information Technology and Telecommunication sector
in Pakistan is playing a pivotal role in driving economic growth
and improving the quality of life for citizens through digital
transformation,” the Survey noted

he telecom sector showed remarkable re-

silience duning the financial year 2023-24

(July-March), expanding its services and

generating estiimated revenues of Rs 735
billion. According to the Economic Survey 2023-
24, total telecom subscriptions (mobile and fixed)
reached 194 million, with 80.7 percent teledensity
in the counfry. The telecom sector contributed Rs
213 billion directly to the GDP (gross domestic
product).

Information technology and telecom enabled
digital transformation in sectors like finance, health-
care, education, agriculture, and government ser-
vices, leading to improved service delivery, greater
accessibility, and efficiency gains, thereby driving
economic development.

During the period under review, the ICT (infor-
mation technology communication) sector exports
reached US$ 2.283 billion, the highest among all
services (39.31 percent of the total export of ser-
vices), with ‘Other Business Services’ trailing at TUS$
1.205 billion. Palastan-based freelancers contributed
foreign exchange earnings to the economy through
remittances of US$ 350.15 million during FY 2023-
24 (July-March).

“The Information Technology and Telecommu-
nication sector in Pakistan 1s playing a pivotal role in
of life for citizens through digital transformation,”
the Survey noted. Sustained investment and robust
policy support were imperative to fully leverage the
potential of the dynamic sector, it added

The Vision of Digital Pakistan is driving com-
sectors, promising to unlock new opportunities for
economic growth, innovation, and inclusive devel-
opment in the economy. The China-Palkistan Digi-
tal Corridor and investments in the digital economy,
along with the Joint Working Group (JWG), are
fostering innovation, boosting investment coopera-
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tion, and promoting the deployment of new digital
technologies.

According to Eearney's 2023 Global Services
Location Index, Pakistan is the most financially
attractive IT&ITeS outsourcing destination in the
world.

The development of Pakistan's ICT sector can
be gauged from the fact that over 20,000 IT&ITeS
companies are registered with the SECP (Security
Exchange Commission of Pakistan), comprising
both domestic and export-oniented enterprises.

The Pakistan Software Export Board (PSEB)
launched its first-ever women's software technology
park at the Women's University of Bagh, Azad Jam-
mu & Kashmir during FY 2023-24.

The Vision of Digital Pakistan is
driving comprehensive digital
transformation across various

sectors, promising to unlock
new opportunities for
economic growth, innovation,
and inclusive development in
the economy

Till 31st March 2024, the NICs (INational Incu-
bation Centers) have incubated over 1,480 startups,
with more than 710 graduating successfully, gener-
ating over 128,000 jobs, receiving a total investment
of Rs 23 billion-plus and generating a combined rev-
emue of more than Bs 16 billion.

The telecom sector generated Rs850 billion in
reveres in 2022-23, markang a 17 percent growth
from the previous year and demonstrating the sec-
tor's resilience amid challenges of inflation, high

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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business cost, and economic slowdown, the Pala-
stan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) says in
its anmual report. The report said the industry holds
substantial investment potential, with local industry
investments of $5.7 billion, and FDI of $1.4 billion
over the last five years from 2018-19 to 2022-23.
demonstrated growth of -3.02 percent because of
a decline in telecommunication (Spectrum fee was
down by Rs75 billion in fiscal year 2024 compared
to fiscal year 2023), the Economic Survey 2023-24
noted.

The survey further noted that the IT industry in
Palastan currently generates an anmual export of
around $2.6 billion. However, to achieve the ambi-
tious target of yearly exports of $15 billion in the
next five years, adding at least 200,000 proficient and
specialised IT professionals is necessary.

The mndustry holds substantial investment poten-
tial, with local investments of $6.3 billion and FDI
(Inflow) of $1.4 billion from 2019 to March 2024.

Despite economic challenges such as higher busi-
ness costs and inflationary pressures in fiscal year
2024 (July-March), the telecom sector showed resil-
ience, expanding its services and generating telecom
reverues of Rs735 billion (estimated).

During the fiscal year 2023, the telecom sector
remained a significant source of revenue generation,
with Rs340 billion in GST, withholding tax, regula-
tory fees, initial and annual hicence fees, and other
taxes. During fiscal year 2024 (July-March), the tele-
com sector also contributed Rs213 billion.

ICT export remittances have surged from $339
million (17.44 percent) to $2.283 billion during fiscal
year 2024 (July-March) compared to $1.944 billion
during the same period last year. In March 2024, ICT
services export remittances surged to $306 million,
an increase of 36 percent compared to $225 million
in March 2023. Compared to February 2024, ICT
services export remittances increased by $49 mil-
lion (19.1 percent growth) in March 2024. The trade
surplus of $1.996 billion, the highest in all services
{87.43 percent of total ICT export remittances), has
been realised by the IT and I'TeS Industry during the
fiscal year 2024 (July-March), an increase of 15.84
percent as compared to a trade surplus of $1.723 bil-

At the same time, the services sector has record-
ed a trade deficit of $1.655 billion during FY2024
(July-March). ICT sector exports of $2.283 billion
are the highest among all services (39.31 percent of
the total export of services), with “Other Business
Services” trailing at US$ 1.205 billion from FY 2024
{(July to March). Pakistan-based freelancers contrib-
uted foreign exchange earnings to Pakistan’s econo-
my through remittances of $350.15 million during
fiscal year 2024 (July-March).

The survey noted that recent developments, such
as expanding broadband services, flexible pricing
regulations for telecom operators amidst nsing in-
flation, and the declining mulfi-SIM phenomenon,
have led to a noteworthy increase in ARPU. In the
fiscal year 2024 (Jul-Dec), ARPU reached Rs284/
month compared to Rs248/month in the fiscal year
2023. Pakistan offers its citizens some of the world's
lowest and most budget-friendly telecom prices. The
one GB of data cost in Pakistan is a mere $0.12,
malking it the lowest in the region and the sixth low-
est globally. An analysis of the effective price of one
GB of data over the years reveals a consistently de-
clining trend, with data costs per GB registering a
71 percent decline since FY 2018, decreasing from
Rs114.6/GB to Rs32.8/GB dunng fiscal year 2023.

Broadband subscriptions surged to 130.5 per-
cent, increasing from 58.7 million in FY2018 to
135.4 million as of Mar 2024.

These statistics emphasise the growing signifi-
cance of broadband services in Pakistan’s digitally
connected society.

Data usage in the telecom sector has seen a sig-
nificant increase; the combined data consumption
from both mobile and fixed broadband services in
FY2024 amounted to a substantial 24,515 petabytes
(estimated), emphasising the pivotal role of broad-
band in Pakistan's digitally connected society and
the need for infrastructure expansion.
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CEO Inovi Telecom meets

n China

With over 5,000 Pakstanis alreﬁ.d.y é:mplg
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manufacturing and exports looks brighter than ever. Inovi Telecom is excited to be a part of
this transformative journey for Pakistan’s mobile industry

hief Executive Officer (CEO) of Inovi
Telecom, Zeeshan Mianocor, proudly
joined Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharnif in
Shenzhen, China to meet the Chairman
of Transsion Holdings Zhu Zhaojiang recently.

ment in mobile phone production, electric bikes,
modern agriculture, and fintech in Pakistan. With

Renowned business figures
from the Pakistan mobile
phone industry and Transsion
Holding partners in Pakistan
were also present at the
meeting

over 5,000 Pakistanis already employed by Trans-

sion Holdings, the futre of local mamifacturing
and exports looks brighter than ever. Inovi Telecom

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

15 excited to be a part of this transformative journey
for Pakistan's mobile industry.

On the occasion, Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-
if said that the government of Palkistan continues
to ensure facilities for foreign investors and business

personalities. He immvited Transsion Holdings to
produce goods locally in Pakistan and export them
abroad.

Chairman Transsion Holdings informed the
Prime Minister that the company has already estab-
lished a unit in Pakistan for the production of mo-
bile phones. He said his company is deeply inter-
ested in expanding its investment in mobile phones
in Pakistan, which will increase its exports from
Pakistan.

Federal ministers [shaq Dar, Khawaja Asif, Ah-
san Igbal, Muhammad Aurangzeb, Abdul Aleem
Ehan, Jam Kamal, Attaullah Tarar, and Minister
of State for Information Technology and Telecom-
munication Shaza Fatima Khawaja also participat-
ed in the meeting.

Renowned business figures from the Pakistan

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

mobile phone industry and Transsion Holding part-
ners in Pakistan were also present at the meeting.
The presence of Pakistani mobile phone industry
icons at the meeting underscores the momentum to-
wards fostering the growth of Palkistan's emerging

A

mobile phone industry. It 15 anticipated that signif-
icant initiatives will be taken to boost local man-

guardianship of China. w
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Google to set up
Chromebook plant for
cutting-edge education

-'-“‘_C !

tegh in Pakista
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PrimeMinisterwelcomedGoogle’sdecisiontosetupaChromebook
manufacturing plant in Pakistan and appreciated the signing of
the Letter of Agreement between Google for Education and the
Federal Ministry of Education to promote education in Pakistan.
The Prime Minister also invited Google for Education to extend
cooperation with the Government of Pakistan

high-level delegation of Google for Edu-
cation headed by its Managing Director
Kevin Eells, met Prime Minister Mu-
Shehbaz Sharif at the Prime
Minister’s House in Islamabad. The delegation in-
cluded representatives of eight countries of Google
for Education.

The Prime Minister welcomed Google's decision
to set up a Chromebook mamifacturing plant in Pa-
kistan and appreciated the signing of the Letter of
Agreement between Google for Education and the
Federal Ministry of Education to promote education
for Education to extend cooperation with the Gow-
ernment of Palastan. Pnme Mimster Muhammad
Shehbaz Shanf expressing the government's resolve
to promote education in the country said that impos-
ng an education emergency in Pakastan showed how
the government was serious in promoting this sector.

He said the government was taking steps to in-
crease the country’s youth's capacity through mod-
ern technology. The prime minister told the delega-
tion that the government was providing laptops to
brilliant students in remote areas of the country. For
this scheme, he said the required amount had already
been allocated in the budget 2024-25.

He pointed out that the scope of Danish Schools
was being expanded to the less developed areas of Is-
lamabad, Gilgit Baltistan, Azad Jammu & Eashmir,
Balochistan, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

In the briefing on Google for Education’s ini-
tiatives to promote education and training in Paki-
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stan, the Prime Minister was told that Google was
working on a “Dhgital Journey” for education, and
‘Digital Safety’, especially a digital safety program
for children.

Google for Education and the National Rural
Support Program are working together to promote
digital skills and protection in rural areas while un-

. T3 f = & )
der ‘Balochistan First and Gilgit-Baltistan First pro-
grams, training has been provided to thousands of
mformed. The Prime Minister was told that Google
for Education organized training programs for teach-
ers in collaboration with the Punjab government.
Last year, Google for Education gave 45,000 certifi-
cates in Pakistan.

The meeting was also attended by Minister for
Federal Education and Professional Training Dr
Ehalid Magbool Siddiqui, Minister of State for In-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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formation Technology Shaza Fatima Khawaja, and
relevant high officials.

Google, through its Google for Education’s coun-
try partner, Tech Valley, will work with the govern-
ment to establish a local assembly of over 500,000
Chromebooks by 2026 and provide access to digital
tools and resources for students and teachers.

Under the agreement, the teachers would be
trained on how to use technology effectively in the
learning programs that leverage technology.
school children in Pakistan. Last month, the Prime
Mimster of Palastan declared an “education emer-
gency,” an imitiative to address the issue of over 26
million children being out of school.

As part of the collaboration, Allied, an Anstra-
lian mamfacturer of Google Chromebooks, will
establish an assembly line in Palkistan to locally as-
semble Google Chromebooks, making them more
affordable for educational purposes. The goal 15 to
ensure that every student in the country has access
to cotting-edge classroom technology, which will en-
Ministry of Federal Education aims to drive a large-
scale digital transformation of Pakistan’s education
system, creating smart classrooms and fostening a
healthy learning ecosystem.

Both partners will work together to empower ed-
ucators and students, focusing on upsklling, train-
ing, and building flexible smart classrooms.

Led by Kevin Eells, Managing Director, of Goo-
gle for Education, the delegation included Farhan
Qureshi, Country Director Pakistan Google, Aron
Saether Jackson, CEO of Allied, Umar Farooq,
CEOQ of Tech Valley amongst and senior officials of
Google. The meeting was also attended by senior
officials of the education ministry led by Secretary
welcomed the diverse Google delegation of officials
UK, and Australia.

‘While talling to the delegation the Minister said
his Ministry was working tirelessly to bring the mum-
ber of out-of-school children down. He said that this

He said the delegation can provide expertise and
knowledge that can help us chart fisture plans that
can enable us to resolve this issue.

Dr. Khalid urged the delegation to expand their
scope of work with special regard to education in Pa-
kistan. He assured the delegation of full support of
the Ministry of Education.

He was talking to a high-lev-
el delegation of Google for
Eduecation led by its Manag-
ing Director Kevin Kells. The
delegation comprised Google
for Education representatives
from eight countries

The optimmm use of technology is the only way
to brnidge the enormous gap of resources needed.
Palnistan is at a critical juncture where every effort
needs to be in the right direction, he said.

Dr. Ehalid said as all of the tech companies ex-
pand their presence in Palastan, it will lead to more
development, growth, and investment which is the
need of the hour.

He reiterated his resolve to increase the number
of skilled workforce in Pakistan. Cities like Karachi
have hmge populations and through proper techno-
logical investments people can become more produc-
tive, he said.

The Minister assured the delegation of full sup-
port from his office and said that without techno-
resolved. He also thanked the delegation and hoped
that short, medium, and long-term investment plans
would be implemented soon. =
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Airlink made waves at London Tech Week 2024 by showcasing
Pakistan’s growing mobile phone manufacturing industry.
Airlink has a state-of-the-art smartphone assembly plant in
Lahore. The company has a strong focus on promoting ‘Made
in Pakistan’ products and creating employment opportunities

for skilled and unskilled labour

akistan proudly presented its technological
advancements at London Tech Week 2024
which concluded recently. The “Tech Des-
tination Pakistan Pavilion™ was maugurat-
ed by the High Commissioner of Pakistan to the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, H.E. Dr. Mohammad Faisal. London Tech

Week is a global celebration of technology, uniting
the most innovative thinkers and future talent in a

Dr. Muhammad Faisal in an official statement,
expressed his enthusiasm for Pakistan's participa-
tion in London Tech Week, stating: “I am delighted
that Pakistan is showcasing its technology prowess
and mmnovation at this prestigious global event. Our
participation demonstrates the incredible potential
of our IT industry and the remarkable achieve-
ments of our talented professionals.”

The presence of Dr. Mohammad Faisal, the
High Commissioner of Pakistan to the United
Kingdom, highlighted the importance of this event

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

for Pakistan.

Airlink made waves at London Tech Week 2024
by showcasing Pakistan's growing mobile phone
manufacturing industry. Adrlink has a state-of-the-
art smartphone assembly plant in Lahore. The
company has a strong focus on promoting ‘Made
in Pakistan' products and creating employment op-
portunities for skilled and unskilled labour. Airlink
has partnerships with some of the largest interna-
Tecno, iTel, Samsung, and Alcatel. Apart from that,
Select Technologies is a wholly owned subsidiary
of Airlink with a primary focus on establishing and
operating plants for the assembly and production of
mobile phones.

Pakistan’s participation in London Tech Week
is the outcome of a joint effort by the Palastan
Software Export Board (PSEB), the Pakistan IT
Industry Association (P@SHA), and the Trade
Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP). The
event, which runs from June 10 to 14, is a global

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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celebration of technology, bringing together tech
leaders and future talent. The Pakistan Software
Export Board (PSEB) is actively exploring various
avenues to promote Pakistan's thriving IT industry
on the global stage. Mr. Shahbaz Hameed, Direc-

— Y 4% .
PSEB, sharing his organization's vision of position-
ing Pakistan as a leading Tech destination added
that, PSEB along with TDAP is providing compre-
hensive support to Pakistani IT companies. This in-
cludes offering platforms for international exposure
to foster business expansion and forge new partner-
ships.

Despite challenges, Pakistan 15 making a signif-
icant impact in the tech industry through its partic-
ipation in major events this year PSEB's renewed
approach to branding Palkistan as a lucrative Tech-
destination and enhancing its international pres-

ence has been exemplary. It is pertinent to mention
here that Airlink presented its assembly line and
Conclusively, London Tech Week serves as an ideal
platform for Awlink and other Pakistani tech com-
panies to showcase their capabilities. Moreover, it
also provides them with an opportunity to make
international collaborations and contribute to the
global tech ecosystem. By highlighting its achieve-
ments in mobile phone manufacturing, Airlink not
only promotes its brand but also enhances Paly-
stan’srcputaﬁonasagmwmgtechhub.

Pakistan’s tech industry has
experienced significant growth
and success in recent years.
With a focus on software
solutions, loT, mobile app
development, DevOps, and
custom software development,
Pakistani tech companies have
been at the forefront of
technological advancements

London Tech Week has emerged as a global
platform for tech enthusiasts and mdustry leaders
to come together and shape the future of technol-
ogy. While countries from all corners of the world
have made their mark, Pakistan's tech industry has
been garnening attention for its remarkable innova-
tions and contributions to the field.

Pakistan’s tech industry has experienced signifi-
cant growth and success in recent years. With a fo-
cus on software solutions, IoT, mobile app develop-
ment, DevOps, and custom software development,
Palastami tech companies have been at the forefront
of technological advancements. Their dedication to
excellence and ability to deliver cutting-edge solu-
tions have earned them recognition both locally and
internationally. m
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Young Tech celebrates a
memorable Baku tour and
award ceremony

ceremony held at one of Baku’s prestigious venues.

#8017+

The event celebrated the commitment and excellence of the dealers, who have been instrumental
in driving the success of Young Tech Pvt Lid. Awards were presented to the top Baku dealers,
acknowledging their remarkable contributions and achievements over the past year

oung Tech Pvt Ltd recently organized
an exciting tour to Baku, where the
company recognized the ouftstanding
achievements of its top-performing
dealers. The trip not only provided an opportunity
to explore the cultural and historical wonders of
Azerbaijan's capital but also to honor and appreci-
ate the hard work and dedication of the exception-
al dealers.

During a special address, Director of Sales,

FACEEOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Muhammad Younas, expressed gratitude to all
those who contributed to the success of the tour,
emphasizing the importance of contimed collabo-
GM Sales, Mr. Farooq Butt reiterated the com-
pany’s pride in its dealer network and expressed
appreciation for their support and excellence.
Participants and management extended special
thanks to CEQO, Mr Irfan Yousaf, for his vision and
efforts in organizing the tour. The CEO' leader-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

ship was acknowledged as a key factor in creating
a memorable and enriching experience for all in-
volved.

Young Tech Pvt Ltd boasts a diverse product
portfolio, including the OEM brands MeMobile
and Grace, known for their reliable keypad phones
and smartphones, respectively. The company is
also the exclusive distributor of KXD in Pakistan,
offering a wide range of innovative mobile solu-
tions to customers.
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“lechnology is moving towards
' sustainability, and TIKCNO Pakistan
is at the forefront of this trend

CAMON, 30:

wDESIG

SNEDBY

TECNO Pakistan has introduced the CAMON 30 Series design edition in partnership with LOEWE.
This innovative edition features a back panel made from recycled coffee grounds, creatively
repurposed to form the smartphone’s casing

survey conducted by McKinsey & Co.

reveals that 66% of all respondents, in-

cluding 75% of millennials, prioritize

sustainability in their purchasing deci-
sions. Consumers are increasingly drawn to brands
that share their values, particularly in terms of en-
vironmental responsibility. The Economist's sur-
vey indicates that consumers believe brands have
a shared responsibility with governments in driv-
ing positive environmental change. Global online
searches for sustainable products have surged by
71% over the past five years, reflecting a growing
trend worldwide. This trend is not limited to de-
veloped countries, as consumers in developing and
emerging economies also express concerns about
climate change and expect businesses to take ac-
tion to protect the environment.

Ewrjrycar, the world consumes over 2 billion
cups of coffee, leading to the generation of millions
of tons of coffee grounds waste. These grounds
emit harmful greenhouse gases as they decom-
pose. TECNO Pakistan, a prominent smartphone
brand, has recently introduced the CAMON 30
Series design edition in partnership with LOEWE.
This innovative edition features a back panel made
from recycled coffee grounds, creatively repur-
posed to form the smartphone’s casing.

This initiative demonstrates TECNO's com-
mitment to sustainability and eco-friendliness
through thoughtful design, while meeting the
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high-quality standards expected by their loyal cus-
tomer base.

The manufacturing process for the coffee
grounds back cover is solvent-free, consumes no
additional water, and 1s entirely powered by solar
energy. This approach outperforms traditional syn-
thetic and animal leathers in terms of appearance,
durability, texture, and environmental impact. The
cover offers a luxurious feel, UV resistance, and
resilience to temperature and humidity changes,
providing a sustainable solution for environmen-
tally conscious consumers.

Each phone cover utilizes
approximately 0.8¢ of waste
coffee grounds, resulting in a

significant reduction in non-re-
newable resource consump-
tion (fossil fuels) by 49.6% and
carbon dioxide emissions by
46.3% compared to traditional
leather covers over its lifecyele

Each phone cover utilizes approximately 0.8g
of waste coffee grounds, resulting in a significant
reduction in non-renewable resource consumption
(fossil fuels) by 49.6% and carbon dioxide emis-
sions by 46.3% compared to traditional leather
covers over its lifecycle.

By combining TECNO's advanced material
technology with LOEWE'’s expertise, the new edi-
tion features a green gradient design inspired by
the natural lifecycle of leaves. This design theme
symbolizes growth and wvitality, celebrating the
harmonious blend of nature, technology, and fash-
ion for the benefit of the planet.

TECNO has integrated essential principles

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

into their new product development process to
ensure minimal environmental impact throughout
the product’s lifecycle. This eco-design approach
incorporates environmental and economic consid-
erafions at every stage of product design.
According to the World Business Council for
Sustainable Development (WBCSD), key ele-
ments of eco-design include reducing material
and energy intensity, minimizing toxic emissions,
enhancing recyclability, promoting sustainable use
of renewable resources, improving durability, and
increasing the service efficiency of smartphones.
Sustainable design focuses on creating prod-
ucts in a more environmentally friendly manner
while meeting consumer expectations and market
demands. Product design has evolved from tradi-
tional considerations such as performance, shape,

TECNO

AVAILABLE CAMON 300
HOowW!

e

and usability to include sustainability factors (so-
cial, economic, and environmental) in the design
process. However, affordability and quality remain
primary factors influencing purchasing decisions,
as highlighted by researchers at Accenture.

The concept of sustainability in product design
aims to balance environmental, economic, and so-
cial aspects in the development of products and
SETVICES.

The LOEWE by CAMON 30 Series design
edition not only enhances style but also offers
great value for consumers, reflecting a strong com-
mitment to environmental sustainability. m
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28 vivo Y18 launched in Pakistan with high
brlghtness display and long-lasting
~ battery for your infinite entertainment

o, a renowned technology brand, proud-

presents its latest masterpiece, vivo Y18.

This innovative smartphone is designed to

meet the multifaceted needs of today’s users,

with an emphasis on exquisite design, robust perfor-
mance, and remarkable camera features.

At the heart of vivo Y18, there lies a dedication
to trendy design. It is available in two unique col-
or variants, Mocha Brown and Wave Aqua. These
colors are more than just aesthetic choices, they em-
body individuality and uniqueness. Each color has
been carefully selected to reflect the style and per-
sonality of its user, making Y18 not just a device, but
a fashion statement. The phone also boasts a 2.5D
Curved Design, offering a comfortable and secure
feel m the hand, enhancing the overall user expe-

. nience. vivo Y18 15 a meticulously designed smart-

phone that seamlessly blends style, performance,
and functionality. It offers an impressive up to 4GB
+ 4GB Extended RAM and 128GB ROM, ensuring

for all your apps, files, and multimedia content.
Under the hood, Y18 is powered by a robust Me-

. diaTek Helio G85 processor, ensuring swift response

times and smooth operation across all tasks. One of
the standout features of Y18 is is5000mAh Long-

W life Battery . This power source guarantees uninter-

day, catering to work, content streaming, or gaming
needs without compromise. It also has P54 Dust
and Water Resistance , providing an additional level

of safeguard for the device.

It also boasts a 90Hz High-Brightness Eye Pro-
tection Screen , offering crystal-clear visuals even in
Evye Protection Screen Cerfification , Y18 ensures
comfortable viewing over extended periods, reduc-

Vvivo

vivo Y18

&4 GB + 4 GB 90 Hz
Extended RAM g Brighareeys Digpialy

50 MP

intra Clas Carnica

5000 mAh

Lang=ile Batbiny

Another standout feature of Y18 is its extraor-
dinary camera setup. With a remarkable 50MP Ul-
tra Clear Camera and an 8MP Front Camera, this
smartphone offers diverse options to capture every
detail flawlessly Whether you're using Portrait
Mode or other innovative features like Super Night

Scene Mode or Multi-style Filters, Y18 ensures each
photo is a masterpiece. This makes Y18 the perfect
companion for capturing precious moments, taking
stunming selfies, or exploring your creative side with

photography. vivo Y18 is now available for purchase
across Pakistan at PER 33,499 only. vivo offers a

one-year warranty for Y18 along with 15 days free
replacement and 6 months warranty for accessories.
vivo Y 18 is duly approved by Pakistan Telecommmni-
cations Authority and supports all mobile networks
in Pakistan. Zong customers can also get 12GB free
mobile internet by using their 4G SIM card in slot 1
{2GB Internet/month for 6 months). m

vivo V30 captures the thrill of 2024
lturopean Cup opening ceremony as

official smartphone

he UEFA European Football Champion-
ship 2024 (UEFA EURO 2024) opened
on June 14, 2024, at the Munich Football
Arena i Germany, amidst the anticipa-
tion of fans worldwide. As one of the most watched
football tournaments globally, it brings together top
teams from across Europe and attracts millions of
football lover around the world. vivo again returns to
the international football arena as the official partner
of the UEFA EURO 2024 following the 2022 FIFA
‘World Cup.
vivo aims to enhance the spectator experience at
UEFA EURO 2024 by leveraging its industry-lead-
g technologies, latest flagship portrait products,
and rich experience in international sporting event
collaborations. As the official partner of the UEFA
EURO 2024, vivo V30 will showcase its advanced
imaging capabilifies, allowing users to capiure pro-
fessional-quality portraits and exciting moments
both on and off the field.
vivo V30: Capture wow moments on the field
with studio-level portrait photography
The new vivo V30 elevates portrait photography
with the latest Aura Light Portrait, while delivering
smooth performance, a bright display, and long bat-
tery life. Empowered by its exclusive technology, the
soft light can intelligently calibrate its color tempera-
ture base on ambient environmental hues and modu-
lates its brightness according to proximity. This inno-
vation harmonises color tones with the surrounding
environment, ensuring the creation of stunning por-
traits even in challenging lighting conditions.
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The synergy of sportand technology: Sharing the
joy of humanity

The UEFA EURO 2024 is not only a globally
recognized sporting event, but also a bridge for vivo
to convey its “The Joy of Humanity” brand message
to the global andience and connect with football fans
around the world.

UEFA EURO

202

vivo has always been committed to delivering the
authentic spirit of humanity and sport to global fans
and audiences. As a leading smartphone brand, vivo
keeps pushing the boundaries of mobile imaging
through contirmous research and mnnovation, strate-
gic partnerships, and product development. With the
unparalleled imaging capabilities of the vivo V30,
football lovers and photographers will bring more

" SFFICIZ
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possibilities for effortlessly capturing the beauty of
sports at the UEFA EURO 2024.

"Our partnership with UEFA EURO 2024 allows
us to enhance the user experience by enabling every-
one to enjoy the beautiful game and capture their
most chenshed memores,” said Yongduan Zhou,
General Manager of the Overseas Product Depart-

e o
EUNE2029
. B

Vivo

SMARTP

the world together, and with V30, we want to fuel
that passion by enabling users to become storytell-
ers of this unforgettable journey. We'll continue to
develop the cutting-edge technologies that advance
mobile photography and ensure that everyone can
be a storyteller of their own expenences, with one
single tap.” w
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i FATHERS DAY S
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' Faletti's Hotel Celebrate
Father's Day falls on the second Sunday in June 2024 to honor the role fathers play in the family structure and socie®y
This day recognizes not just fathers, but the father figures in our lives. These are the men we look up
' to who set solid examples for us and guide us throughout our lives.

*

FALETTIS HOTEL LAHORE
UAN: 042 111 444 333 | INFO@IHMS.COM.PK
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(Contaminated food
being produced in
bulk to cut cost and
increase profit

Producers may resort to adulteration to meet market demands

and maintain competitive pricing. Ignorance and lack of
awareness are also the causes of food contamination and
both producers and consumers may lack awareness about the

dangers of food contamination

he deliberate addition or contamination of

food products with non-food substances

can pose severe health nsks, ranging from

mild discomfort to life-threatening condi-
tions.

Food contamination is a pervasive issue with se-
adulterated food had far-reaching consequences
from acute illnesses to chromic health conditions.

The authorities concerned need to ensure round-
the-clock vigilance mn food markets and take stern
with public lives.

The experts said that food adulteration was an
act of adding or mixing low-gquality, non-mmiritive, or
harmful substances to food products for economic
gains. This practice often compromises the quality,
safety, and nuiritional value of the food, potentially
leading to serious health risks.

Explaining food contamination, Deputy Direc-
tor of Food Department Punjab Zahir Qaiser said
that the first kind of food contamination involves the
deliberate addition of substances to increase product
weight or volume. He said, for example, adding wa-
ter to milk, starch to spices, or chalk powder to flour
is an intentional adulteration. Sometimes due to neg-
ligence or lack of proper hygienic practices during
the production, storage, and handling of food, the
quality 15 compromised which is also called inciden-
tal adulteration, he added.

The Deputy Director said that contaminants such
as pesticides, heavy metals, and environmental pol-
lutants can inadvertently enter the food supply. He
said another kind of adulteration is metallic caused
either during processing or packaging. The type of
chemical adulteration is caused due to unauthonzed
or harmful chemicals for enhancing the appearance
or shelflife of food.

Dr Furgan Malik, a medicine specialist at the
Mayo Hospital, sharing details about the impacts
of food adulteration on health said that consuming
adulterated food can lead to immediate health issues
such as food poisoning, gastrointestinal disorders,
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cause symptoms ranging from nausea, vomiting, and
diarrhea to severe abdominal pain and fever.

Zahir Qaiser said that contamination of food
with pathogenic microorganisms like bacteria, vi-
ruses, and fungi due to improper handling or storage
conditions is called microbial adulteration. He said
the primary dniver of food adulteration 15 econom-
ic gains. Producers may adulterate food to reduce
production costs and increase profits. For instance,

He said the second cause of food contamination
is inadequate regulatory frameworks and enforce-
ment mechanisms. Countries with weak food safety
regulations often see higher instances of adulteration
duoe to minimal accountability.

Dr Furgan said that addressing food impurity
requires a multifaceted approach involving regula-
tory measures, public awareness, and technological
advancements. He urged the government to imple-
ment stringent food safety regulations. This includes
setting clear standards for food quality, conducting

Zahir Qaiser said that producers may resort fo
adulteration to meet market demands and maintain
competitive pricing. He said that ignorance and lack
of awareness are also the causes of food contami-
nation, adding that both producers and consumers
may lack awareness about the dangers of food adul-
teration.

Poor quality control measures and lack of proper
testing facilifies can result in undetected adulteration
of food products. This is especially prevalent in re-
gions with limited access to advanced food testing
technologies.

Dr Malik said that it also causes chronic health
issues, adding that prolonged exposure to adulter-
ated food can result in chronic health problems like
consuming food contaminated with heavy metals
like lead or arsenic leading to long-term health is-
sues such as neurological disorders, kidney damage,
and cancer. Similarly, continuouns intake of food
laced with harmful chemicals can cause hormonal
imbalances, reproductive issues, and compromised
immumne function, he added.

SOCIAL |
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Dr Furgan said that children are vulnerable to the
effects of contaminated food. Consumption of con-
taminated or muinitionally compromised food can
to developmental delays, learning difficulties, and
weakened immune systems. He said that regular
consumpfion of adulterated food can increase the
risk of developing serious health conditions such as
cardiovascular diseases, liver damage, and respira-
food producers and suppliers 1s essential to prevent
adulteration. This includes training programs, certi-
fications, and mcentives for adhering to food safety
standards. Creating a culture of transparency and ac-
prevalence of adulteration.

Dr Furgan stressed continued research and devel-
opment in food safety which can lead to innovative
He said developing rapid testing kits, biodegradable
packaging, and safer preservatives can contribute to
a safer food supply.

On the other hand, excessive and disproportion-
ate use of chemical pesticides i agriculture damag-
es soil fertility and causes deficiency in essential nu-
tnients resulting in decreased crop productivity and
consequently affecting human health.

Since our farmers started using fertilizers in place
of organic matter and pesticides to kill worms, in-
sects, and other harmful creatures, massive use of
these chemicals has shown to have adverse effects on
our land as well as our health.

“Excessive use of pesticides is causing significant
harm to soil fertility as pesticides reduce microbial
diversity in the soil,” stated Dr Muhammad Mubeen,
Associate Professor of Biotechnology at COMSATS
University Vehar. “The micro-organisms are of vital
importance for mitrient cycle and decomposition of
organic matter and its decline could affect soil's over-
all health.” The total cultivation land in Pakistan is
about 79.61 million hectares, out of which 20.63 mil-
lion hectares is in Punjab. But, in recent decades, the
dilemma of housing societies and the use of harmfil

“Chemical residue in soil changes its pH value
and excessive pesticides break down soil aggregates,
lead to compaction, and reduce aeration and water
infiltration,” informed Dr Alamgir Ehan, Coordi-
nator of the Faculty of Biosystem, Engineering, and
Technology at the Nawaz Sharif University of Agri-
culture, Multan.

Consuming contaminated food
can lead to immediate health
issues such as food poigoning,
gastrointestinal disorders, and
allergic reactions

“Nutrient imbalance caused by pesticide is an-
other challenge for farmers as pesticides interfere
with nutrient availability and leads to deficiencies or
toxicities,” he said. “Water retention capacity and
soil structure degradation due to chemicals nsage are
other major factors impacting plant growth.”

Progressive Farmer LaiqueShiekhna of Nawab-
pur, a mangoes-rich area, was also critical of using
crops, soil health, and environment but also affect
lives of farmers.”

Urging the government to limit the use of chem-
ical pesticides, he said, the world was shifting to or-
we also need to promote bio-pesticides for killing
harmful insects and pests as well as safeguarding our
labour and land from harmful effects of poisonous
insecticides and pesticides and cut farming expenses
to benefit farmers economically.”
by soaking leaves of “neem tree, aak, Kortuma, to-
bacco, and mornga” in five-liter water for 10 hours
and then boiling. After boiling, about 120-liter water
should be mixed in the solution and then sprayed. m
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Telcos warn

SIMs blocking, gy

heavy fines and taxes to -
badly hit FDIs

Representatives from the telecom industry are disappointed with the government's decision to
penalize them for providing services to non-filers. They argue that these obligations were imposed
on them without their consent or involvement in the decision-making process. They also expressed
frustration over the imposed withholding tax on phone and internet services for non-filers.
Criticizing the fines for non-compliance, they described both the tasks and penalties as unlawful
and unfair.

"We are not responsible for enforcing the law," emphasized a telecom industry representative,
stating that such measures exceed their designated role and were implemented without prior
consultation. The telecom sector contributed Rs. 340 billion in taxes to the national exchequer last
year and has attracted $15 billion in direct investments to date.

Telecom companies are already facing challenges due to high inflation in the country, despite
numerous requests to allow additional charges to cover their expenses. This, along with various
other financial and government-related issues, has led four companies, including Warid and
Telenor, to suspend their operations in Pakistan, while others are operating in uncertainty.
Excessive tax collection measures in the telecom sector may result in unnecessary legal disputes
and could potentially drive away all foreign direct investment in Pakistan's telecom industry.

¥
F |

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | JUNE, 2024



COVER STORY

n a sipnificant move to address the mounting
concerns within the telecom industry, the Senate
Standing Committee on Finance and Revenue
directed the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)

to reassess its policy on penalizing telecom companies
on non-filers issues. This directive was 1ssued at a cru-
cial meeting chaired by Senator Salim Mandviwala,
to discuss the imposition of undue and heavy taxes on
the telecoms and charging them heavily if they pro-

vide service to non-filers.

During the meeting,
representatives from the
telecom industry wvehe-
mently opposed the pu-
nitive measures of the
government to seek the
survival of the telecom
industry after it was al-
rﬂad}roonuihunngmﬂa—

Syed Asim Munir
Chief of Army Staff

FDIs to the country. They grieved that the telecom

for the country but the authorities concerned even did

not bother to get their opinion or take them into con-

fidence before putting such a heavy burden on them.

The telecom sector

o expressed its inability to

e block the SIM cards of

' identified non-filers stat-

‘E*&‘,_ ing that the Finance Bill

r,@ 2024 has unjustifiably

= S — | proposed a heavy pen-

3 - | alty of Rs100 million to

¥ 200 million for failure to

block SIM cards when

the enfire economy is de-

pendent on two things — data and bandwidth, wherein
the telecom has a pivotal role.

The representatives of the mdustry also pointed
out that two companies have already quit their busi-
ness due to arbitrary decisions and only three are op-
erating in the country. They said the industry was the
custodian of $20 billion investment hence contributes
five percent to the GDP, and is a large taxpayer invest-
ing billions every year for the rollout.

Chairman of the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR),
Amjad Zubair Tiwana, defended the government's
stance, affirming that these regulations were enacted
under the Finance Bill 2022 and were duly approved
by Parliament. He underscored telecom companies
must comply with the new directives strictly within a
15-day timeframe and warned of severe penalties for
non-compliance. The Senate discussion also drew the
attention of Senator Farooq H Naik, who criticized
the punitive nature of the penalties, labeling them as
unjust and akin to “the law of the jungle.”

The contentious 1ssue has sparked anxiety among
foreign investors in the telecom sector, who fear the
economic repercussions of such stringent regulations.

As deliberations contimied, the telecom industry
resolutely sought amendments to the directives to
make them business-friendly and a more collaborative
approach from the government to mitigate its opera-
tional challenges.

The telecom sector, a critical component of Palki-
stan’s economy, is grappling with severe challenges.
The industry is under immense pressure due to the
high tax rate imposed on mobile recharges for non-fil-
ers, currently set at 75 percent. This exorbitant tax
rate has drasticalty reduced mobile phone usage and
revenue, forcing many companies to reconsider their
operations in Pakistan.

The representative from the telecom industry said
the telecom industry has invested Rs.100 billion in in-
ternet infrastructure but 15 now struggling with only
two companies that were left operating in Pakistan.
The committee was informed that numerous compa-
nies have already exited the market, and others are on
the brink of closure due to the stringent tax regime.

Simultaneously, the Telecom Operators Associa-
tion (TOA) has voiced serious concerns regarding the
coalition government’s budget proposals for 2024-25.
In a letter to the Senate Standing Committee, telecom
companies warned that increased taxes would drive
foreign investment out of the country and further crip-
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ple the industry. The letter specifically criticized the
Income Tax General Order mandating SIM blocking
for non-filers, arguing that the sector should not be
held responsible for broader tax compliance issues.

“The proposed budget would devastate an already
struggling industry,” the Association cautioned, not-
ing that the telecom sector had contributed Rs. 340
billion in taxes last year and attracted $15 billion in
direct investments to date.

The Senate Standing Commit-
tee on Finance and Revenue
has directed the FBR to review
its policy on penalizing telecom
companies for non-filer issues.
This decision was made during
a meeting chaired by Senator
Salim Mandviwala. The telecom
industry representatives strong-
ly opposed the heavy taxes
imposed on them for providing
services to non-filers

Following these industry concerns, the Senate
Standing Committee on Finance and Revenue has in-
structed the FBE to revisit the penalty mechanisms on
regime on non-filers. Chairman FBR. Amjad Zubair
Tiwana acknowledged that the non-filer tax law intro-
duced in 2022 did not face such a kneejerk reaction
and abrupt opposition. He also highlighted the issu-
ance of notices to 500,000 non-filers to become com-
pliant and the commencement of SIM blocking under
the 2022 Act.

The representatives of the telecom industry ar-
gued against imposing fines for failing to switch off
SIM cards terming the penalties on this score dispro-
portionate compared to non-compliance fines in other
sectors. They also pointed out the sector’s lack of sup-
port from the Public Sector Development Program
{PSDP) and its reliance on foreign direct investment
(FDD).

Tl Oparators A

E’iﬂ

Moy i

June 14, 3024
Rasfarenics # Tk /000 B Smurke Burbget

by Sk Wy v alle
LT - S e S ing Comanitess on Firanos & Rreenee

Subrt:

Henaritle Simatin!

Haging b keter finds you in-secobare Bea kh asd high apirta. Wikh rrference o the subjecs matter,
4% P for this: st O praseetation b fanist Mbsdlag Cirrities e Finssol & Frivem
Boint of s

e vt thes pisksrani of thee 12k iy, which
Bars amergne as 8 haphly eflecien aptvel for ratisrel i collailion. Guer The Satl pear dlores, o Bat
mhewed @ pivotsl ol in cobrofing bems totaiag FER 340 bilon, ercompansing. consumer-seieted
sdvsnce tassn, uses tasss, snd tssss o auppiets e wendon. Farthermoss, Forelgn Dieect
et [FOo) has sacssdsd URG 86 bilion 61 2819, Eraninaing Ger COMMITST 15 GNEsg
lvaRetaiE el b L AT Do P R 1

The purposs of reschisg 0 10 you In Grgency tn oo sgeint the pragossd wiggertion in Pinencs
23 14 pelarieg 1 Vbt by wnssel TR e Gana 1401 FhP W | e saigeitions will
i thes winacky chllengaie] ind ey 5 Badly Rampar the dessm of Digiral Fakinsa.

Thiis it i delaimrace oo th proposas for T 588 Takcons 1601 in The Rsance 081 3E04-T5. Vs A
i ol kovwing coscan s that sro of ungant i reyinad i

W2 Pk s g M giaccir a1 kit sl far Sompas 10, Wik Wikt
Takecom sactor (v alnaady ragging with bea masjor foreign invwskons in celuler s onein

Tineel 90 bnining Pakiilas.

Tan rreacuses oz TSR achano G colloction for ron-4kers. Frgm e TR DETOmens ane

tichrically impracticsl bnd Sor-earksbhs lasding 3% resssiun lmet for e eCwar and

Gossmmam

3. Penaliring the Teleoom secior for non-compiarcs with the MO0 by Auorffe nesds
TEre T . SR aee A Db O T 1K) el st Ut B0 peties b AR
wth thas 1k Ferudtias for
rallion PER wvery fartrigt.

rangrg Trom 50 millias #ER m 100

|]11 lq'\ut WM araad |l

Letter to Chalrman standmg Commuitee on Finance & Revemns

The budget for the fiscal year 2024-25 includes an
18 percent GST on mobile phones under $500 and a
25 percent tax on phones over $500. Telecom opera-
tors argue that these new taxes will widen the digital
divide, making connectivity unaffordable for many
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“The new taxes and punitive measures are un-
workable and detrimental to FDI and digitalization,”
the operators stressed, calling for the abolition or re-
duction of withholding taxes to support the sector and
the Digital Pakistan initiative.

With the telecom industry contributing sigmifi-
cantly to Pakistan’s economy, these budgetary harsh
measures have sparked intense debate about the firture
afdlgltalpmgrﬁsmihﬂmmnerhﬂSenatemmmﬂ
tee has required the FBRE.
to submit a detailed re-
port in two weeks on the
mﬂtlﬂrmhﬂnihﬂp&ﬁlﬂ}r

Shehbaz Sharif
Prime Minister of Pakistan
tives continue to appeal for fair and supportive poli-
cies. The outcome of the FBR's reassessment could be
prvotal in determining the trajectory of digital devel-
opment and economic growth in Pakistan.

The Federal Board of Revenue (FBE) has been
bound to 1ssue a notifica-
tion to impose heavy pen-
alties on mobile phone
companies for not block-
ing SIMs of non-filers of
income tax returns.

According to tax ex-
perts, the Fmance Bill
2024 had proposed to im-
pose a penalty of Rs100
million on the first de-
fault, and a Rs200 million penalty for each subsequent
default on the one who fails to comply with an income
tax general order issued by the Board within 15 days
of issuance of such Order.

The amended Bill 2024 has proposed to reduce
the said penalties to Rs50 mullion and Fs100 million,

Salim h'l;:ﬂ.n dviwala

Deputy Chasrman Senate of Pakisan

Further, the amended Bill has also proposed to
empower the Board to notify the effective date of such
penalty. As such, this pro-
posed penalty shall only
be effective once a Notifi-
cation has been issued by
the Board.

The telecom sec-

Shaza Fatima Khawaja

MimEster of S [T, Teleomm

vices. Stifling its growth
through impractical tax burdens on non-filers, unfair
penalties for matters beyond their control, and hinder-
ing access to affordable mobile devices for low-in-
come groups could have disastrous consequences.

In a strongly worded letter addressed to the Min-
ister of Information Technology & Telecommunica-
tions, Shaza Fatima Khawaja, the telecom industry
highlighted several critical issues within the pro-
posed bill. “The 75% advance tax collection on
mobile services for non-filers has been deemed 1m-
practical due to existing infrastructure limitations™
read the letter.

Additionally, penalising telecom operators for
non-compliance with the Income Tax General Or-
ders — a responsibility outside their purview — has
been seen as blatantly unfair. Perhaps the most
concerning measure is the increase in sales tax on
mobile handsets below $500. This directly targets
low-income groups, hindering their access to af-
fordable devices and further widening the digital

“Affordable mobile phones are the gateways to
digital inclusion, and this tax hike serves as a ma-
jor barrier to progress towards a truly ‘Digital Palki-
stan'. The budget proposed for the telecom sectors
would greatly hinder access to affordable mobile
devices for low-income groups and impede prog-
ress towards digital inclusion, the telecom industry
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he Federal Cabinet pnincipally approved

the Digital Nation Pakistan Act 2024 to

establish the National Digital Commission

and Pakistan Digital Authority as well as to
ensure the digitization of the national economny and
paperless governance. The Cabinet which met under
the chair of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, asked
the law ministry to carry out the required review of
the Act, which also aimed at digitizing the services
sector at par with international standards.

Under the Act, the National Digital Commission
would perform as a policymaking organization, and
that would be headed by the prime munister with
members from the federal and provincial govern-
ments. Under the Act, a financially and admimistra-
tively autonomous corporate entity, Pakistan Digital
Anuthority would be established to achieve the objec-
tives of Digital Pakistan.

Apprising the members of his recent visit to Chi-
na and his meetings with Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping and Premier i Qiang, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Shanf mentioned his talks with the Chinese leader-
ship on the second phase of CPEC-II.

He said that a high-powered Chinese delegation
would visit Pakistan to further expand the bilateral
were held between the businessmen and investors of
Pakistan and China at the Pakistan-China Business

* Forum in Shenzhen. Prime Minister Shehbaz said

the government would send around 1,000 youngsters

| 200,000 Pakistani youngsters in different fields of

information technology, he added.

Meanwhile, the Federal Cabinet also approved
the appointment of members of the National School
for Public Policy from both the public and private
education sectors. On the recommendation of the
Mimstry of Human Rights, a cabinet committee was
constituted to imtiate the appointment of a member
from Islamabad to the National Commission for Hu-
man Rights. The meeting principally approved The
Arbitration Bill 2024 and relevant consultation with
the provinces under Article 144 of the constitution,
and the signing of an MoU between the National
Accountability Burean and Sri Lanka's Commis-
sion to Investigate Allegations of Bribery and Cor-
ruption to promote cooperation against bribery and
illegal flow of money. The Federal Cabinet endorsed
the decisions of the Cabinet Committee on State-
Ovwmed Enterprises taken on May 13 and 20, 2024,
the Economic Coordination Committee’s decisions
of May 23 and 27, 2024, and those of the Cabinet
Committee on Legislative Cases made on June 5.

On the side of e-Agriculture, approval was giv-
en to the creation of a mobile “Agnculture Infor-
mation Portal” for the collection and dissemination
of knowledge regarding price, horticultural diseases
dates, and supply/demand data from agricultural
commeodity markets, on a sustainable model.

The Cabinet also undertook the following busi-
nesses.

Revamp Geographical Information Systems
(GIS) for Pakistan to monitor the environment and
plan sustainable agriculture.

Prepare the latest agriculiure R&I matenial in
local languages to improve its dissemination and
agricultural yields. Make available agricultural ex-
through the use of IT in relevant areas such as digital
mapping, land use, soil types, meteorology, ecology,
oceanography (particularly off-shore fisheries ex-
ploitation), hydrology, agricultural records, etc.

Build ICT capacity in agricultural institutions,
farmer organizations, and groups based on the “train
the frainer” concept. Effectively utilize the available
HR and financial resources for demand-side digiti-
zation programs as per the mandates of these orga-
nizations.

It took the following decisions on e-Health:

Accelerate the use of telemedicine to provide
chinical health care to distant rural communities, es-
pecially for emergencies. Leverage access to qualified
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The Cabinet which met under the chair of Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif asked the law ministry to carry out the required
review of the Act, which also aimed at digitizing the services
sector at par with international standards

specialists by building an online network of doctors
and paramedical staff working directly or remotely
with them. Promote digitization and automation
of existing hospitals to develop a network across
the country to facilitate nationwide integrafion of
health-related records and data through a Digital
Pakistan Policy central health database/s. Legal
requirements include a clear and consistent mecha-
mism for patient data security to be ensured and ap-
propriate instruments to be put in place at all levels.

Share information for preventive care of domi-
nant disease groups in local languages through ap-
propriate ICT tools and technologies. Set E-health
service providers’ accreditation and requisite proto-
cols and standards

Under the Act, the National
Digital Commission would
perform as a policymaking
organization, and it would be
headed by the prime minister
with members from the federal
and provincial governments.

On e-Energy took decisions to:

Utilize IT to optimize energy consumption in the
domestic, industrial, and retail sectors.

Establish public-private partnerships with cellu-
lar operators and ufility providers to utilize 3G/4G
network for solutions such as smart gnds, demand
forecasting, and availability of consumer portals to
manage energy consumption. Promote implemen-
tation of a secure wireless Smart Metering system
to improve control over electricity consumption and
billing, theft, and tampering with meters and supply
lines. Scale & adopt research developed for indige-

On e-Commerce, it decided to:

Create an enabling environment that empowers
stakeholders in trade and commerce with the un-
derlying mnfrastructure to improve productivity and
positively position the nation for global competition.

Establish a national e-commerce gateway with
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) with the support
and coordination of relevant stakeholders to pro-
mote internet merchant accounts fo facilitate B2B
and other inbound transactions.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Develop a framework to allow e-banking activi-
ties to maximize the usage of mobile financial ser-
vices. Encourage the use of e-commerce amongst
the general public through awareness campaigns to
promote a culture of e-commerce in the country that
supports electronic business transactions at national,

Promote Pakistan as a competitive Foreign Di-
rect Investment (FDT) destination for e-commerce as
well as atiract local private sector participation and
imvestment in the development of e-commerce solu-
tions and attract international key players in the field.
Bring Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MS-
MEs) and disadvantaged groups online to enhance
their effective participation in e-commerce activities.

Promote the IT-enabled logistic systems of Lo-
gistic Operators, especially the operations of Pala-
stan Post.
decisions:

Encourage the use of IT for the administration
of Justice to reduce delays m the dispensation of
justice, eradicate corruption, and remove barriers to
easy and equitable access to Justice. Automation will
provide efficient case management and significantly
reduce the disposal time of cases. Provision of on-
line forms required in various courts. Development
of online portals for Judges to access various kinds
of information such as calendars, pending tasks,
pending cases, and quick links to research tools.

It held on ICT Education:

Bridge the industry-academia gap to ensure the
relevance of ICT education to the industry needs.

Enhance Primary & Secondary School stu-
dents’ capability to construct, hypothesize, explore,
experiment, evaluate, and foster logical thinking,
problem solving, persistence, and collaboration by
encouraging next-generation computing and ana-
Iytical curricula and ICT tool adoption programs.

On IoT, FinTech, Artificial Intelligence & Ro-
botics it decided to:

Establish specialized innovation centers for Fin-
Tech, Artificial Intelligence (AT), Internet of Things
(IoT), and Robotics in major cities of Palkistan.

Promote homegrown players in [oT, FinTech,
Al and Robotics by encouraging a highly inte-
grated startup ecosystem through collaboration
with national and international incubation centers,
financial mmstitutions, universities, relevant govern-
ment departments, industry consultants, and associ-

atons.
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| Govt plans to
rivatise dozens of

oss-making state-

owned enterprlses

UTILITYSTORES

Alulia. dydd glime

b These public sector entities mc]udmg PIA, Roosevelt Hotel, First
Women Bank, UH]lt} Stores Corporation and various power
distribution companies will be privatized, said Minister of State
for Finance Ali Pervaiz Malik, during the Question-Hour

he National Assembly informed that the
present government has planned to priva-
tise around two dozen state-owned enter-
prses (SOEs) in the coming year.

These Public Sector Entities including PIA, Roo-
sevelt Hotel, First Women Bank, Utility Stores Cor-
poration and various power distribufion companies
will be privatized, said Minister of State for Finance
Al Pervaiz Malik, during the Question-Hour.

Shaning the reasons behind privatization of
PSEs, the Minister said all field enforcement units
have been sensitized to check smmggling of iron and
steel items. Owver 785, 028 kilograms of steel prod-
ucts have been seized during the current fiscal year.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has also recent-
ly shared that the government would privatise all
state-owned enterprises, excluding the strategic ones,
regardless of their profitability or financial losses.
Sharif had also directed all the federal ministries to
carry out the necessary procedures and extend their
the purpose.

Earlier, a Cabinet committee has, in principle,
agreed to the privatisation of 24 loss-creating entities
under the Privatisation Programme of the Cabmet
Committee on Privatization {CCoP), for the time be-
to work on the phasing of each entity in consultation
with the respective Ministries.

Sources revealed a list of SOEs recommended for
privatisation include Pakistan International Airlines
(PIA), First Women Bank Limited, House Building
Finance Company Limited (HBFC), Zarai Taraqgia-
ti Bank Limited, Utility Stores Corporation (USC),
Palastan Engineering Company Limited (PECO],
State Life Insurance Co Limited, Sindh Engineering
Limited (SEL), and Pakistan Re-Insurance Co Lim-
ited.
bution mmpama such as Lahore Electric Supply
Company Limited (LESCO), Islamabad Electric

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Supply Company Limited (IESCO), Multan Electric
Power Company Limited (MEPCO), Gujranwala
Electric Power Company Limited (GEPCO), Hyder-
abad Electric Supply Company Limited (HESCO),
Peshawar Electric Supply Company Limited (PES-
CO), Sukkur Electric Power Company (SEPCO),
and other enterprises were included in the list.

The CCOP recommended prioritising the privati-
sation of loss-making entifies and limiting the federal
footprint to only “strategic and essential” SOEs un-
der the federal government’s domain.

The committee emphasised that even profitable
SOEs should be considered for privatisation.

After deliberating on the privatisation policy
guidelines, the CCOP considered 84 SOEs in detail
by the SOE Act and Policy.

FLARE REPORT
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mission’s CDC account to the Ministry of Energy
(Petroleum Division).

The matter was deferred for the Law and Justice
Dhvision to examine the provisions of the Sovereign
Wealth Fund Act, 2023, and provide recommenda-
tions in the next CCOP meeting.

The meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Priva-
tisation (CCOPF) was chaired by Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar
and attended by other committee members, inchud-
ing the Finance Minister, Minister for Commerce,
and Production, Governor State Bank of Pakistan,
Chairman SECP, and Federal Secretaries of various
Ministries and Divisi

The CCOP was presented with a phased Priva-
tisationProgramme (2024-29) by the Ministry of
Privatisation, based on the recommendations of the
PC Board. The CCOP reiterated the priority of pri-
Footprint to strategic and essential SOEs. The com-
nmtmm:phamzcdummﬂmngmpmﬁmhlcst)ﬂ

lines, the CCOP considered 84 SOEs in detail and is-
sued directions for the categorization of 40 SOEs as
Strategic or Essential. SOEs not falling under these
categories will be included in the PrivatisationPro-

The CCOP directed the Ministry of Privatisa-
tion to review the rationale for excluding 18 SOEs
and submit proposals for consideration mn the next
meeting. The CCOP approved 24 entities for the Pri-
vatisationProgramme and instructed the Ministry of
Privatisation to determine the phasing of each entity
in consultation with the respective Ministries

The CCOP urged all Ministries and Divisions to
present their cases for Strategic and Essential SOEs
to the CCOo0SOE at the earliest so that promptly to
finalize a comprehensive phased privatisationpro-
gramme is finalised in the next CCOP meeting of
CCOP. CCOP also considered the proposal for. The
CCOP also discussed the transfer of 322,460,900
shares of OGDCL from the Privatisation Commuis-
sion's CDC's account to the Mimistry of Energy
{(Petrolenm Division). The matter was deferred with
for the direction to the Law and Justice Division
to holistically examine the provisions of the Sover-
eign Wealth Fund Act, 2023 in the instant case and
submit its recommendations before the CCOP in
its next, and provide recommendations in the next
CCOP meeting.

Meanwhile, the Competition Commission of
Palastan (CCP) approved a merger in the thermal
power sector involving the acquisition of a 20.97%
shareholding of M/s. Orient Power Company (Pri-
vate) Limited by M/s. Whistler Enterprises (Private)
Limited.

M/s. Whistler Enterprises (Private) Limited, a
newly incorporated company in Palastan, focuses
on power generation businesses, while M/s. Orient

2 h Power Company (Private)

Following the discus- . Limited
sions, the committee rec.  PM Shehbaz Sharif has also  Jied opertes = 225
ommended that 40 SOEs -

: : ki, Kasur.

o ooriecd as or recently shared th'at tl}e Kas e
essential be presented by ggyvernment would privatise all acquired from M/s. Mah-
respective ministries to the . mood Textile Mills Limit-
Cabinet Committee on state-owned enterprises, ed and Mr. Khawaja Mehr
State-Owned Enterprises . .
(CCoSOE) for further cat-  €Xcluding the strategic ones, mmm&ﬂa;

SOEs not classified as
strategic or essential will
be included in the Privati-

regardless of their profitability
or financial losses

of the Compeftition Act,
2010, as it will not lead to
dominance in the relevant

sationProgramme

The CCOP directed the Ministry of Privatisation
to review the rationale provided by respective minis-
tries for not including 18 SOEs and submit proposals
for each in the next meeting.
ed to present their cases for SOEs’ mlegzmsahmtn
the CCoSOE promptily to finalize a comprehensive
phased privatisatonprogramme in the next CCOP
meeting The CCOP also discussed the transfer
of 322,460,900 shares of Oil & Gas Development
Company (OGDCL) from the Prvatisation Com-
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market.

This approval highlights the importance of in-
vestment in the power sector for economic growth
and competition to drive efficiency and mnovation
i the industry, reflecting confidence in Palistan’s
power sector.

Investment in the power sector is vital for its
growth and its broader impact on the economy. The
approval of this merger not only reflects the confi-
dence of investors in the country’s power sector but
dlso highlights the importance of competiion in
driving efficiency and innovation in the industry. =

JUNE, 2024



FLARE REPORT

OCIAL |

Free download: flare.pk

Bill Gates’s foundation

all out to help end
polio in Pakistan

BILL &
MELINDA
GATES

foundation

&

-

J

Bill Gates said Pakistan’s efforts to .Ieradicae \leiG in the face

of complex challenges is one example of the hard work and
dedication of everyone involved in improving health for all,
from female frontline workers to government leaders. I am
confident that by continuing to work together, implementing
innovative approaches, and staying vigilant, Pakistan will make
greal strides towards ending polio

ill & Melinda Gates Foundation wants to

see a polio-free Pakistan. It has provided

vaccines and financial assistance to the gov-

emment of Pakistan in this respect while
keeping in touch to fight the problem. Despite all
resources, efforts, and medication, the cases of po-
lio in Pakistan are on the nse. The experts explain
that population movements and “significant vaccine
hesitancy” are hindening progress in combating polio.
Pakistan reported its fifth case of the deadly virus. Pa-
Instan's polio eradication campaign 15 in disarray after
the country of 240 million people reported the year's
fifth case of the highly infectious virus. It is another
blow to the country’s efforts to eradicate the debilitat-
ng disease.

Bill Gates, co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation reached Palostan and met Pnme Min-
health and chief secretaries, and Chief of Army Staff
General Asim Munir to discuss their mutual commut-
ment to improving the lives of vulnerable people—
especially women and girls—and advancing their
shared goals in health, nuirition, climate adaptation,

“Pakistan remains steadfast in its commitment to
ending polio. Any case where a child 1s paralyzed by
polio is one too many, and recent detechons under-
score the urgent need to stay committed to a world
free of polio,” said Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharf.
“At all levels, we are working to build on this momen-
tum to ensure children and families can lead healthy
ease. We are grateful for the confinied partnership
and collaboration with the Gates Foundation and ocur
global polio partners. Our partners need to know that
we will leave no stone unturned to eliminate polio,

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

to ensure universal financial mclusion through tech-
nology, to ensure that we bridge the gender gap, and
to take advantage of the opportunities offered by chi-
mate adaptation.”

Gates also met the representatives of nongov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs) working m the
health sector and female frontline workers in polio
and routine immunization programs to learn from
their experiences. He engaged with innovators and
leaders in a roundtable discussion on chimate adap-
by Romina Khurshid Alam, coordinator to the Prime
Lientenant General Inam Haider Malim following a
visit to the National Emergency Control Room of the
National Disaster Management Authority (INDMA).

Along with Afghanistan,
Pakistan is the country where

the wild virus is continuing to
show its presence. So far this
year, Pakistan has reported five
cases of wild poliovirus

“] am mspired by Pakistan's continued commit-
ment to improving health, gender equity, and fi-
nancial inclusion for vulnerable populations,” said
Bill Gates, co-chair of the Gates Foundation. “The
country’s efforts to eradicate polio in the face of com-
plex challenges is one example of the hard work and
dedication of everyone imvolved in improving health
for all from female frontline workers to government
leaders. I am confident that by contimuing to work

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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together, implementing innovative approaches, and
staying vigilant, Pakistan will make great strides to-
ward ending polio.”

with the National Taskforce on Polio attended by
Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed Bharath, coordinator to the
Prime Minister on Health, along with Ministers of
Health of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh
and partners of the Global Polio Eradication Initia-
response to the recent surge in wild poliovirus detec-
tions throughout Pakistan, including in areas where
the virus had not been seen for more than two years.
use of data science and digital technology tools to im-
prove the lives of Pakistanis, especially women. Con-
versations with government leaders, NGOs, and pri-
vate-sector partners highlighted financial and health
initiatives like the RAAST payment system, which is
helping provide Palastani women with direct access
to capital to increase their ability to participate in the
formal economy and access vital public and private
novators and leaders highlighted their efforts to build
built to deliver lifesaving vaccines to children, among
many other Gates Foundation-supported collabora-
tions in the country.

High on the agenda were the country’s efforts to
drive progress against wild poliovirus and the next
steps to respond to the recent surge in environmental
detections of the virus. Along with Afghanistan, Pa-
kistan is the country where the wild virus is contimm-
ing to show its presence. So far this year, Pakistan has
reported five cases of wild poliovirus.

“Healthcare workers, community mobilizers, and
Rotary members who participate in the national po-
lio program remain steadfastly committed to tackling
challenges including insecurity, inconsistent access
to populations on the move, and pockets of vaccine
refusal that allow the last traces of the virus to per-
sist. Together, we will end polio,” said Aziz Memon,
chair of Rotary’s National PolioPlus Committee, in
Palnstan and trustee, of Rotary International.

During his trip, Gates also learned about efforts
underway by local NGOs to strengthen health and
mutrition in Pakistan—particularly among women

healthcare system improvements also featured in dis-

A financial services roundtable emphasized on-
going commitments to bolster women's income-gen-
erating capacities and develop a related ecosystem
of inclusive financial resources, including the rollout
of an interoperable payment system. The discussion
included participation from Mubammad Aurang-
zeb, Minister of Finance; Shaza Fatima, Minister of
Information & Technology; Saleem Ullah, Deputy
Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan; as well as
other government leaders and financial services part-
NETS.

Throughout the rest of 2024, Pakistan plans to
deploy strengthened vaccination campaigns to reach
all children with polio vaccines, focus efforts to
strengthen routine immunization services and work
to integrate broader health services with polio vacci-
nation to put the country on track to end polio.

In support of a polio-free Pakistan, the Global
Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), a public-private
partnership led by national governments with six
partners—the World Health Organization (WHQO),
Rotary International, US Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC), United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation, and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance—has made
great strides towards eradication and has repeatedly
demonstrated its ability to mnovate in the face of
new challenges. In Pakistan, these strategies include
ligious leaders to build lasting trust in the program
and vaccines, as well as deploying innovative tactics
tailored to specific communities to increase access to
children. w
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Climate change hits

#1 king of fruits mango
 uality to drastically
cut 1ts exports
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The All Pakistan Fruit and Vegetable Exporters Association
(APFVEA) said there was a “significant reduction” in mango
production for a third consecutive year due to climate change,
which meant the country may not be able to meet its export

targets set for this fruit

ad for mango lovers that climate change has
affected the production of mangoes in Palki-
stan. Ecologists and agriculturists are wor-
ried that the growth and survival of a large
mumber of fruit trees, vegetables, and cereal crops
have become impossible for decades due to the cli-
mate change phenomenon of global warming.
The All Pakistan Fruit and Vegetable Exporters
Association (APFVEA) said there was a “significant
reduction” in mango production for a third consec-
utive year due to climate change, which meant the
country may not be able to meet its export targets
set for this fruit. The Association has set a target of
100,000 metric tons of mango exports in the current
season, with exports with a focus on China, Amer-
f:,mTu:hjrl:, Japan, Iran, Afghanistan, and Central
“The impact of climate change is having a pro-
nounced negative impact on mango orchards in
Palnstan, leading to a significant reduction in pro-
duction and due to non-availability of export quality
mangoes, the export target could not be attained last
year as well” Waheed Ahmed, patron-in-chief of
the All Pakistan Fruit and Vegetable Exporters Asso-
ciation said in a statement.
Palastan produces around 1.8 million metric tons
of mangoes anmually, of which 70 percent are pro-
duced in Punjab province, 29 percent in Sindh, and
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one percent in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Dr Ehan, a faculty member of the University
of Agriculture Faisalabad, said mango, the king of
fruits, had been fetching millions of rupees in foreign
exchange to Pakistan. “However, the fruit production
1s facing issues owing to changing weather patterns.”
Climate change is constantly increasing average tem-
peratures in Pakistan, hitting the natural cycle that
mango trees need. He said warm temperatures were
mandatory for a certain period for the trees to flower.
“However, climate change is hampering the flower-
ing process, resulting in low yields,” he said.

“We have to work tirelessly to tackle the chal-
lenges facing the country's agriculiure sector, which
is the lifeline of its economy. We have to focus on
research and development to avoid climate-related
1ssues,” he added.

Abdul Waheed, patron-in-chief of APFVEA
said that Sindh would face a 15 to 20% and Punjab
40-45% decline in mango production this year. Wa-
heed said mangoes didn't fetch a good price when
their quality was not up to the mark.

“We need research-based sclutions to be intro-
duced by the government to save growers from the
climate change effects,” he suggested.

Zafar Igbal, a mango cultivator said that sudden
bursts of heat and erratic winter were creating issues
for the growers.

ECONOMY |
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“Our fruit production will face a considerable
decline in firure due to low flowering,” he said ob-
serving that some of the mango trees had skipped
flowering this year.

Besides, he said erratic rainfall and extreme heat-
waves caused stress on the trees that led to pest and
disease attacks. “Mango trees need proper care be-
fore and after flowering.”

He said that like wheat and cotton farmers, the
mango grows would also face financial losses due
to declining exports caused by low quality and low
production.

Muhammad Ali, a trader at the fruit and vege-
table mariket in the Sidhar area said multiple factors
were involved in the declined production of man-
goes. “It's hearfbrealning that mango orchards have
been eliminated due to the booming real estate busi-
ness as scores of people attached to the mango trade
and cultivation have switched to other businesses,”
he said.

Dr Khan of the Faisalabad varsity said this year
winter culminated almost in March, which was not
beneficial for mangoes. He said hot winds are neces-
sary for a mango tree to flower, which was not the
case this year due to extended cloudy weather that
had hit the mango production.

“We have to introduce drought-resistant mango
consuming less water. Besides, we have to frain our
farmers on pest management to mitigate reliance on
pesticides as consumers are increasingly demanding

Pakistan produces around 1.8
million metrie tons of mangoes
annually, of which 70 percent
are produced in Punjab
province, 29 percent in Sindh

and one percent in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

pesticide-free froifs and vegetables,” he underscored.

“Pakistan needs a proper weather monitoring
and forecasting system in place to keep farmers in-
formed about weather conditions. Awvailability of
cold storage and efficient transportation systems can
also reduce post-harvest losses due to extreme tem-
peratures,” he said.

The impacts of climate change on agriculture in
food inflation. Reduced agricultural productivity
leads to lower supply levels, which, coupled with
increasing demand, results in higher food prices.
low-income households, leading to food insecurn-
ty and malmitrition. Food inflation in rural areas
reached 52.4% in May last year, contributing to the
highest overall inflation level in the country’s history
at 38%, mainly due to supply shocks, with floods be-
ing a significant factor.

Palnstan's population is growing rapidly. Accord-
ing to the United Nations Population Fund (UNF-
PA), Palastan's population is currently estimated at
240.5 million and 15 projected to reach 403 million
by 2050—a significant 67% increase. Urban centers
may not fully grasp the seriousness of the matter, but
malmitrition is one of the biggest threats to the popu-
lation. According to the School Age Children Health
and MNutrition Survey (SCAINS) 2020, over 20% of
kids have inadequate amounts of iron in their diet.
Children in Pakistan are malnourished, with iron de-
ficiency being among the top deficiencies (49.1% as
per the National Nutrition Survey 2018 for those un-
der 5 years of age). The declining agricultural cutput
will certainly exacerbate the challenges the country
is already facing on the food security front.

Palnstan is also grappling with a water crisis
which has become more by climate change. Accord-
ing to the Asian Development Bank, Pakistan's wa-
ter availability per capita has decreased from around
5,000 cubic meters per year in the early 1950s to less
than 1,000 cubic meters per year in recent years, sig-
nificantly below the water scarcity threshold of 1,000
cubic meters per capita per year.
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off in Gwadar Free
Zones in the backdrop
of the final decision en-
shrined in the Federal
Budget 2024-25 which
allows all companies in

SRO.805 (I)/ 2024 Cus-
toms Rules 2001, condi-
tions of dollar transac-
tions between the Gwadar
Free Zone and the tanff
area (Pakistan's markets
and industries that work
out of the jurisdiction of
the Gwadar Free Zone)
have been stricken down.
Now Gwadar Free Zone
and the tanff area will do
business in Pakistani cur-
rency. This impetus will
protect trades of both
sides from the fluctua-
tions of the dollar.

An official of Gwadar
North Free Zone compa- |
ny “Agven Private Limit-
ed” told local media that
as per new procedural
changes, modules of an
e-custom clearance sys-
tem “Web DBased One
Custom” (WeBOC) are
being modified to make
things happen.

In the coming days,

ing between Gwadar
Port Authority, Pakistan
Customs, FBE, and oth-
er stakeholders will take
steps for further cohesive
mechanisms to realize the

Free download: flare.pk

Gwadar Free Zone
trade in rupee to end
dollar impact

Currently Gwadar North Free Zone, also known as Phase
[1, covering 2221 acres, houses two export-based Chinese
he said, a highdevel meet- cOMpanies that have started operations, namely, Agven Private duction and export to

Limited, a fertilizer exporter, and “Hangeng” agricultural
industrial park, along with its branches “Hangeng Trade Co
(SMC-PVT) Lid” and “Yuanhua Industrial Co., Limited

ECONOMY |

Mazharul Haq .
“The current develop-
ment of Gwadar is just
the first step and the port
has a long way to go ...
In partnership with Chi-
na, we hope that Gwadar
will become an interna-
tionally acclaimed world-
class port city, which will
have tremendous oppor-
tunities for the people of
Pakistan,” Igbal added.
Launched in 2013,
CPEC, a flagship project
under the BRI, is a cor-
ridor linking Pakistan's
Gwadar port with Kash-
gar in northwest China's
Xinjiang Uygur Autono-
mous Region, highlight-
ing energy, transport, and
industrial cooperation in
the first phase, while the
new phase expands to the
areas of agriculiure and

Under CPEC, both
China and Palastan are
dedicated to developing
Gwadar info a model
smart city port, and in
this regard, a comprehen-
sive master plan has been
designed, with infrastruc-
ture being developed.

Talking about the
prospects for investment
in the Gwadar free zone,
Igbal said that several
Chinese companies have
shown interest in invest-
ing in industrial plants
both for domestic pro-

other countries.

He said chances to
invest in Gwadar are
available for all countries
around the world to col-
laborate with Pakistan

required modalities.

“It seems to be breath of fresh air for millions
of Pakistani traders doing their businesses in tariff
areas because with the new development, they will
get encouraged to expand their trade with compa-
nies of Gwadar free zone areas. Hence not only
tanff area traders will make good bucks but also
traders in Gwadar Free Zones will make roaring
business,” he added.

China Owverseas Port Holding Company
(COPHC) officials said that investors and opera-
tors of the Free Zone have hailed the development
as a watershed moment in the progress of Gwadar
Free Zones. Currently Gwadar North Free Zone,
also known as Phase II, covering 2221 acres,
houses two export-based Chinese companies that
have started operations, namely, Agven Private
Limited, a fertilizer exporter, and “Hangeng” ag-
ricultural industrial park, along with its branches
“Hangeng Trade Co (SMC-PVT) Ltd"” and “Yuan-
hua Industrial Co., Ltd. Agven Private Limited is
the first investor to have set up an industry in Gwa-
dar North Free Zone on the procured 10 acres of
land. Its production facility has an initial anmial
production capacity of 20,000 tons of sulphuric
acid, offering hundreds of job opportunities and
providing local business opportunities in terms of
commodities and raw material supply.

Hangeng Trading Co., Ltd, will foster the cul-
tivafion and purchase of agricultural products like
aloe vera and import pharmaceutical raw mate-
rials globally for processing in the Gwadar Free
Zone and export to China.

Yuanhua Industrial Co, Ltd will mainlty engage
in animal husbandry and livestock development.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

The industrial park will create 1,000 direct and
3,000 mmdirect employment opportunities for lo-
cals.

Besides, lubrication Oil firm Hengmei Techno-
logical Grease Company, textile company Essatex
Industries, etc. have also agreed to build plants
here. It is noted that the high-quality development
of Gwadar port under the framework of the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a tes-
timony that the China-proposed Belt and Road

Hangeng Trading Co., Ltd, will
foster the cultivation and
purchase of agricultural

products like aloe vera and
import pharmaceutical raw
materials globally for process-
ing in the Gwadar Free Zone
and export to China

Imitiative (BRI) is helping Gwadar evolve into a
world-class port city brimming with opportunities.

Located in the southwestern Balochistan prov-
ince, the port presents significant opportunities for
maritime trade in the region, including giving ac-
cess to the landlocked Central Asian country of
Afghanistan, Ahsan Igbal, the Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Special Inithiatives, told
Xinhua in a recent interview.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

and China and enjoy the
fruits of CPEC.

“CPEC and the BRI seck a shared future based
on common principles of prosperity shared across
people. And we appreciate that China is sharing
its success, not just with Pakistan, but with other
countries also to help them improve their infra-
structure and socio-economic development,” he
added.

In Gwadar, China has not only focused on de-
veloping the state-of-the-art port facility but also
contributed to the local socio-economic develop-
ment, with China-aided projects, including a mod-
ern hospital for the people of Gwadar, a technical
training institution, a water desalination plant,
and a 4F-class international airport, he said.

Apart from the mega projects, China also keeps
on helping the underprivileged people by provid-
ing them with solar panels to generate electricity,
and awarding scholarships for study in Chinese
universities, he added.

“China’s contribution in Gwadar has been very
valuable in uplifting the lives of people and the re-
gion. Instead of just being a bystander, China has
chosen to make its contribution,” Igbal said.

After completing early harvest projects in the
first phase of CPEC, the Minister said, the forth-
coming phase will unlock significant opportuni-
ties for Pakistan, enhancing livelihoods and so-
cio-economic development.

It will also connect Palistan with cutting-edge
technologies, driving an agriculiural revolution
and enhancing industrial growth to boost the
country’s industrial capabilities, helping Pakistan
become a model of export-led growth, he added. m
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[slamic banking
firming up foothold in
global economy

a
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Thus Islamic banking is focused on providing an ideologically
superior model to solve the modern-day economic problems
and aims establishment of a just and fair society. The central
philosophy emerges from the Divine guidelines which provide
tradle as an alternative to Riba or usury

xperts laud the positive growth of Islam-

ic banking which experienced a surge in

deposits and a notable increase in invest-

ments. This surge has come amid an eco-
nomic headwind where conventional banking contin-
ues to dominate, showcasing the potential of Islamic
finance to carve out a substantial foothold in the
country’s economy.

The Islamic banking sector in Pakistan has long
been considered a nascent player compared to its
conventional counterpart. However, the recent trends
mndicate a notable shift in momentum, with Islamic
banks witnessing a surge in deposits over the past few
years.

Islamic Banking and finance growth has gener-
ated considerable interest in the financial world in
recent times. The concept of Islamic banking has re-
of the globe as one discovers its ideological dimen-
sions and practical significance. Given its ability to
needs in under-served markets especially in the Mus-
Iim world to the complex financial requirements of
modern times, it is seen as a socially responsible and
ethical banking model with considerable growth po-
tential. In the Muslim world and increasingly in the
‘West, significant segments of the institutional and
system also draws its strength from ifs asset-backed
nature and direct link to real economic transactions
avoiding the element of interest and speculative ac-

Building on the very basics of Islamic teaching
and philosophy, Islamic Economics thoughts ac-
cept that every human being needs imvolvement in
some kind of economic activity for survival and it is
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a legitimate night for every individual. Thus Islamic
banking is focused on providing an ideologically su-
perior model to the modern-day economic problems
and aims to establish a just and fair society. The cen-
tral philosophy emerges from the Divine guidelines
which provide trade as an alternative to Riba or usury.

I[slamic Banking and finance
growth has generated consid-
erable interest in the financial

world in recent times. The
concept of Islamic banking has
received encouraging respons-
es from different corners of the
globe as one discovers its ideo-
logical dimensions and
practical significance

The impressive growth track of Islamic banking
over the last few years has created high expectations
in the stakeholders and compelled the major players
of the banking industry, investors, as well as regu-
lators, and the government to view it as a separate
segment in the banking industry. Keen mferest in
countries and to non-Islamic financial institutions. In
recent times, the global financial services industry is
witnessing a sharp rise in the demand for Islamic fi-
nancial services.

Today, more than 700 Islamic Financial Institu-
tions are operating across the globe with around $1.2
trillion in assets under management in more than

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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85 countries. Financial Institotions from the Middle
East, the Far East, the US and Europe, Afica, and
South and Central Asian republics are offering Islam-
ic banking services. The industry is growing at a rate
of roughly 15-20% percent per year and could serve
40 to 50 percent of the world's Muslim population
within a decade. According to a recent estimate by
Standards &Poors, the market potential for Islamic
banks is estimated at $ 4 trillion.

Recently countries like Oman, Nigeria, Tanzania,
Uganda & Maldives have opened their doors for Is-
lamic finance and encouraging new and existing fi-
nancial institutions to offer Islamic financial services
to their customers.

According to data from the State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP), the Islamic banks raised a staggering
Rs500.5 billion, surpassing the Rs360 billion target,
reflecting a robust investor appetite for Shariah-com-

Islamic Banking professional at the Meezan
Bank, Muhammad Ibrahim said, “One of the driving
factors behind this surge in deposits is the strategic
tive returns while adhering to the Shariah principles.

"Unlike the conventional banks, the Islamic
banks enjoy the advantage of flexibility in setting de-
posit rates, allowing them to attract funds with po-
tentially lower remuneration to the customers. This
advantage has not only bolstered their deposit base
but also positioned them as formidable players in the
financial landscape.”

“Furthermore, the surge in deposits has been ac-
companied by a sigmficant uptick in investments by
the Islamic banks. Data reveal that investments have
tripled over the last five years, signalling a proactive
in investments is particularly noteworthy as it outpac-
es the growth in financing activities, underscoring the
sector’s commitment to diversification and expan-
sion,” said Ibrahim.

“The growing prominence of Islamic banking is
further highlighted by the expansion of branch net-
works across the country. Between 2019 and 2023,
the Islamic banks accounted for the majonity of new
branches opened, indicating a strategic focuns on ex-
reinforces the sector’s position as a viable alternative
to the conventional banking,” said Moeez Bhatti,
Fund Manager at the Askani Bank.

Moeez said while the surge in deposits and invest-
ments was undoubtedly a positive sign for Islamic
banking in Pakistan, there was a dire need for pro-
dent management and continued innovation to sus-
tain this growth momentum.

With the government's plans to transition towards
a fully Shariah-compliant financial system by 2027,
Islamic banks are poised to play an even more signifi-
cant role in the couniry's economic landscape.

In light of these developments, Moeez anticipates
contirmed upward trends for Islamic banking, driven
by factors such as a favorable regulatory environ-
As the sector continues to evolve and expand its foot-
print, it presents promising opportunities for imves-
tors, businesses, and the broader economy alike, he
added.

Islamic banking has proved over time that it is
has a good potential to become an alternative system
of banking, especially given the global financial cri-
ses. However, there is a need for dedicated research
and steps from the government to develop a sound
legal and regulatory framework for the Islamic finan-

Attempts should be made to modify the exnshing
structure to provide better products and quality ser-
vice within the ambit of Islamic laws. While inter-
est-based banking has taken hundreds of years to ma-
ture to the level where it 1s today, expecting the same
maturity from Islamic banking in its nascent stage
will be expecting too much. To develop an econom-
ic system truly reflective of the sacred principles of
Islam, all stakeholders should understand the limita-
tions at this stage and work towards its advancement.
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Fraudsters continue
' to loot people with

 illegal loan apps

These loan rackets primarily operate via phone apps to be
easily downloaded on the Google Play store. Offering easy
loans with no paperwork, as low as a few thousand rupees, the
' loan app hacks the user’s phone, steals all data and contacts,
and begins a tormenting cycle as the representatives of the
loan apps employ high-handed collection strategies

trend is growing in Pakistan to deprive
the people of their money through mi-
croloan apps. These apps provide trivi-
al or microloans in small sums ranging
from Rs 1,000 — 50,000 to customers in a pretty
comvenient manner and through a process pretty
simple. In return, these mobile lending apps charge
very high interest and set a specific deadline for the
return of the loans. These loan apps offer quick
loans without much venfication and documentation
due to which the process of acquiring a loan sounds

As per a recent SECP investigation, most of
these apps lure people by offering loans of up to
Rs50,000 for 90 days and giving them loans of
Rs2,000 to Rs3,000 for a week, charging up to 200
percent interest and service fees. According to the
SECP, on recetving complaints, the FIA is working
on the matter and 1s actively tracing Pakistanis op-
erating these illegal apps by looking for their offices,
phone mimbers, and email addresses used in this
Crime.

Through these fraudulent loan apps, fraudsters
target low-income groups or not-so-savvy financial
people, wherein a smaller amount of money is lent.
The modus operandi usually involves the deduction
of processing fees from the loan, combined with
penalties, and at significantly higher interest rates in
cases of delay in payments.

These loan rackets primarily operate via phone
apps easily to be downloaded on the Google Play
store. Offering easy loans with no paperwork, as low
as a few thousand rupees, the loan app hacks the
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user’s phone, steals all data and contacts, and begins
a tormenfing cycle as the representatives of the loan
apps employ high-handed collection strategies.

These microloan mobile apps impersonate trust-
ed brands, banks, or other financial companies and
compromise mobile devices with malware designed
to steal confidential data including contacts, pic-
the appearance and functionality of legihmate fi-
nancial apps, they trick unsuspecting users into in-
can result in fraud losses, mistrust, and financial and
social damage for consumers from fraud, extortion,
and blackmail.

The Securities and Exchange Commission of Pa-
kistan (SECP) vigilantly monitors app stores, web-
sites, and social media for illegal personal loan apps
to protect the public from falling into debt traps.

“DD Credit”, an illegal app found to be reaching
out to the public through advertisements on Face-
book was reported to the PTA and FIA and was
consequently blocked by the former.

The SECE, through its efficient in-house surveil-
lance mechanism, has identified 141 illegal apps and
reported them to Google, Apple, and the PTA for
prompt blocking along with referring these apps to
the FIA for action under the Prevention of Electron-
ic Cnimes Act of 2016. This coordinated approach
has proved instrumental in curbing the proliferation
of illegal apps.

These apps pose significant risks to user safety
including misuse of personal information/sensitive
financial data, frand, blackmail, harassment, etc.

INSIGHT |
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An updated list of illegal apps, as identified by
the SECP and reported to respective app stores,
PTA, and FIA, is placed on the SECP website for
public information.

The General Public is advised to exclusive-
ly download SECP-approved personal loan apps
“THAT ARE ONLY AVAIT.ABLE" on official app
stores of Google and Apple. The list of SECP-ap-
proved personal loan apps is also available on the
SECP website for the convenience of the general
public.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, smartphone use
has surged in Pakistan as elsewhere, making mo-
bile-based lending apps more accessible for people
seeking “emergency financing”, said Raja Ateeq
Ahmed, an official at the Secunties and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan.

The loan apps are also cashing in due to the cum-
bersome process and bureaucratic hurdles involved
in getting a bank loan, industry experts say.

“Banks require income statements and have a
strict, rather discouraging regime for people in need
of money. Also, banks do not offer small loans or
loans for shorter terms such as for a week or for a
month,” said Fahd Ali, who teaches at the Informa-
tion Technology University in Lahore.

Another Lahore resident, a 26-year-old woman
who asked not to be named, said she rued the day
she had registered herself on a loan application she
came across while browsing social media.

She did not apply for a loan but received a depos-
it of 10,000 rupees in her bank account several days
later, a sum she promptly returned.

“Denying receiving any money from me, first
they persistently contacted me and then pestered my
friends and family exploiting the access granted to
my contact lists ... hurling threats and abuse,” she
said.

In the end, she paid about 40,000 rupees in ex-
tortion money to stop the threats, but the calls have
contimued and she has reported the app to the au-
aggrieved customers form a tiny portion of those
borrowing from loan apps, but concerned about the
rise in complaints, the commission has i1ssued new
guidelines for digital lenders.

“DD Credit”, an illegal app
found to be reaching out to the
public through advertisements

on Facebook, was reported to
the PTA and FIA and was
consequently blocked by the
former

Non-bank financial companies (INBFCs) that
disburse loans through digital channels will have to
disclose the credit amount, rates, fees and charges,
and the duration of the loan to consumers through
audio or video and emails and text messages in both
English and Urdu.

They will be banned from accessing a borrow-
er's contacts lists or pictures on their mobile phone
“even if the borrower has given consent”, the regu-
lator said in a statement.

Google also requires lending apps to submit
country-specific licensing documentation to prove
their ability to provide or facilitate personal loans
and has restricted personal loan apps from accessing
user contacts or photos.

Digital nghts activists say, however, that even
tougher rules are needed to ensure compensation
and redress for vichims.

“The regulation should aim to uphold the rights
of consumers, empowering them to report fraudu-
lent apps and creating mechanisms for amount re-
covery,” said Dad, adding that people from low-in-
come segments were most exposed.

In Lahore, Ali urged people facing financial dif-
ficulties not to resort to rogue lenders.

“Tt's better to die in misery than to borrow ...
from these loan sharks,” he said. m
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¥ Cryonics: Freezing
| bodies to cheat death

Cryonics is a bit different from being resuseltated after fa]lmg
into an icy lake, though. First of all, it’s illegal to perform cryonic
suspension on someone who is still alive. People who undergo
this procedure must first be pronounced legally dead — that is,
their heart must have stopped beating

n recent years, cryopreservation has captured

the minds of the public, scientists, and futurists

alike. The word cryonics is derived from the

Greek word “kryos,” meaning “icy cold.” The
process, which involves preserving human bodies at
extremely low temperatures, promises to halt biolog-
ical decay and potentially extend life beyond current
limitations. But what exactly does cryopreservation
do to human bodies, and how realistic are the expec-
tations surrounding this technology?

Cryopreservation is a tech-
nique that uses liquid nitrogen
to cool biological specimens,
including human bodies, to
temperatures around -196°C
(-321°F). At these tempera-
tures, metabolic processes and
biochemucal reactions come to
'a near-complete pause. This
ﬂcaﬂyprcmthcbodyma
state that could be revived mn the future, when medi-
cal technology might have advanced enough to cure
currently incurable diseases and repair cellular dam-
age caused by the freezing process. Bedford was the
first human to be cryonically preserved that is, frozen
and stored indefinitely in the hopes that technology
to revive him will one day exist. He's been at Alcor
since 1991

The process of cryopreservation

The process begins immediately after a person is
declared legally dead. A team of specialists stabilizes
the body, ensuning that oxygen contimues to circulate
and critical functions are maintained to prevent cel-
lular damage. The body is then cooled to just above
0°C and imjected with cryoprotectant substances
cause significant damage. Finally, the body is grad-
ually cooled to the temperature of liquid nitrogen
and stored in a cryogenic tank. On a smaller scale in
day-to-day medicine, freezing is an extremely useful
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technique for stoning living cells, such as blood cells,
bone marrow, sperm, and embryos, at ultra-low tem-

Oﬂnofmcpnmarym.cﬂnﬁclmrd]mmmecrjsml
formation, which can cause cellular damage and ren-
der tissues nonviable upon thawing. Cryoprotectants
help dull this issue, but they are not foolproof. Addi-
tionally, heat and mass transfer issues, and oxdative
damage. Ice crystals can damage intercellular con-
nections and blood vessels.

Ethically, the practice raises questions about con-
sent, the definition of death, and the societal impli-
cations of potentially reviving individuals in a future
society that might be vastly different from the one
they left behund. Critics argue that cryopreservation
preys on the fears of death and exploits vulnerable
mdruduals,oﬂ‘crmgﬂmmhupcmthm:tgmmntmd

thnmmrmwnﬂcrbmgfrm:m?

As of now, cryopreservation remains largely the-
oretical with no verified cases of successful human
revival. However, advancements in related fields
such as regenerative medicine, nanotechnology, and
tissue engineening provide hope that the technology
might one day become viable. Researchers are ex-
ploring ways to improve cryoprotectant formulas, re-
duce ice formation, and repair cryopreservation-in-
duced damage at the molecular level.

Several companies, such as Alcor Life Exten-
sion Foundation and Cryonics Institute, offer cryo-
preservation services, with hundreds of individuals
currently preserved in their facilities. These organiza-
tions operate on the belief that science will eventoal-
ly overcome the challenges associated with cryopres-
ervation, making it possible to revive and heal those
who have been preserved.

How cryonics works?

Cryonics is the practice of preserving human
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bodies in extremely cold temperatures with the hope
of reviving them sometime in the fioture. The idea is
that, if someone has “died” from a disease that is in-
curable today, he or she can be “frozen” and then re-
vived in the future when a cure has been discovered.
A person preserved this way is said to be in cryonic
SUSPENsiOn.

To understand the technology behind cryomnics,
think about the news stories you've heard of people
who have fallen into an icy lake and have been sub-
merged for up to an hour in the frigid water before
being rescued. The ones who survived did so becanse
the icy water put their body into a sort of suspend-
ed animation, slowing down their metabolism and
brain function to the point where they needed almost
N0 OXYgel.

Cryonics is a bit different from being resuscitated
after falling into an icy lake, though. First of all, it's
illegal to perform cryonic suspension on soOmMeone
who is still alive. People who undergo this procedure
must first be pronounced legally dead — that is, their
heart must have stopped beating. But if they're dead,
how can they ever be revived? According to scientists
who perform cryonics, “legally dead” is not the same
as “totally dead.” Total death, they say, is the point at
which all brain function ceases. Legal death occurs
when the heart has stopped beating, but some cel-
little cell function that remains so that, theoretically,
the person can be resuscitated in the future.

The science behind the idea does exist. It's called
cryogenics — the study of what happens to materi-
als at really low temperatures. Cryonics — the tech-
nique used to store human bodies at extremely low
temperatures with the hope of one day reviving
them —is being performed today, but the technology
is still in its infancy.

Cryonic preservation is expensive, full-body
preservation potentially costing hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars. Nonetheless, by 2023 about 500
individoals had been cryonically preserved, the ma-
jority of them in the United States. Dozens of pets
had also been preserved. Some individuals chose
to have their entire bodies frozen, whereas others
wanted only their heads preserved, a process known
as neuropreservation.

The word eryonics is derived
from the Greek word “kryos,”
meaning “icy cold.” The
process, which involves
preserving human bodies at
extremely low temperatures,
promises to halt biological
decay and potentially extend
life beyond current limitations

The option to cryonically preserve only a per-
son’s head is based on the belief by many cryonics
adherents that cryonically preserved personalities
may one day be downloaded into robot bodies or
transferred into entirely new bodies grown from
stem cells. m
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The government established many authorities which also
included some white elephants who were a burden on the
public revenue. The government must create a system within
food authority to collect the unused food from these hotels

and serve it to the needy

he international hospitality chains in Pa-
kistan waste away tonnes of food daily
after the wind-up buffets as they believe
in providing fresh, hygienic, and quality
food to the guests. The sources within the hospi-
tality sector said that there are many famous ho-
tel chains in Pakistan where domestic and foreign
tourists stay. Besides they also arrange marmage
ceremonies, birthday functions, friends and family
get-togethers, seminars, and functions of the corpo-
rate and social sectors wherein they provide qual-
ity foods as a matter of keeping up their standard
for which they do not compromise on the quality
and quantity of food items. Alas! when the event is
over and the guests depart a huge quantity of food
is left at waste by the people and the same in turn in
dumped anywhere without providing for the con-
sumption of the poor and needy who do not have
money to buy even one-time humble meals.

This is because of the fact no mechanism exists
in our system that could collect that eatable food
and provide it to the poor and hungry people.

The government established many authonties
which also included some white elephants which
are a burden on the public revenue. The govern-
ment must create a system within the food authority
to collect unused food from these hotels and serve
it to the needy sitting outside hospitals, labourers
waiting for work. A mechanism can also be evolved
their doorsteps or they could reach out to a certain
point to have it. There are many NGOs in Pakistan
and any of them can take responsibility for collect-
ing high-priced foods from the hotels and providing
them to the needy people. But regrettably, most of
them just collect foreign aid in dollars only to show-
case on paper their service to humanity in need.

It is our dilemma that Palistanis yearly waste
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food worth $4 billion. Food waste is a global issue
and natural resources, and increasing economic
and social costs. Reducing food waste 15 an urgent
and wvital need in the process of creating more sus-
tainable food systems.

Reducing food waste would bring numerous
benefits. It would help address food poverty and re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions. It would protect the
natural environment, and also save a lot of money.
One of the main reasons for this waste is that much
of the food produced is never eaten by humans. It
is either lost duning production or transport, or it
spoils before it can be sold. This wasted food could
be used to feed the needy, but instead, it ends up

There are many NGOs in
Pakistan and any of them can
take responsibility for
collecting high-priced foods
from the hotels and providing
them to people in need

in landfill sites where it decomposes and emits
greenhouse gases. Another reason for food waste is
that we often buy more than we need and end up
throwing away good food because we haven't eaten
it in time. This is particularly wasteful as most of
us have access to plenty of food, while many others
do not have enough to eat. We need to find ways to
reduce food waste, both at an individual and global
level. We can start it by thinking about how much
we're buying and only purchasing what we need.
If we all do this, it will make a big difference. On
a larger scale, governments and businesses need to

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

work together to ensure that food production meth-
ods are more efficient and less wasteful. When a
good mumber of people in our country are going
without food, it’s unacceptable that so much food
1s wasted every year. We must take action to reduce
food waste and make sure that edible resources are

distributed more eventy.

Considering the nature of their work, hotels,
and restaurants are bound to generate considerable
amounts of food waste. This certainly becomes a
major concern to the relevant authorities such as
management and government. Food waste can
arise at various stages of hotel and restaurant oper-
ations. Activities relating to handling and prepara-
tion of food matenials can cause food waste due to
such reasons as unidentified demand, overstocking,
inefficient production, poor communication, staff
behavior, unskilled trimming, and over-merchan-

After the food is consumed, waste may also
arise due to large portion sizes ordered, inefficient
service methods, and consumer menu acceptance.
The types of waste generated in hotels and restau-
rants vary according to the types of food materials
used. Examples include eggshells, potato and fruit
peelings, bones, food leftovers, and packaging ma-
terials

Hotel food waste management practices vary
from one country to another and from one organi-
zation to another. Ordinarily, the priorty order is
from prevention to reusing, to recycling, and then
to landfills. For others, if prevention fails to work
for them, they would prefer to optimize it. This
means the waste is redirected to feeding people and
animals. Otherwise, the waste can be composted or
used for renewable energy generation.

Generally, hotel waste management practices
nating, composting, tracking, improving ingredient
purchase and storage, smart food merchandising,
menu design, employee training, costomer engage-
ment, portion control, and service model changes.

Food waste management remains a complicat-
ed issue because there are several factors involved.
Restaurant food waste facts pomt to many serious
impacts on the environment, revenue, and quality
of life in society. The issue of solid waste manage-
ment in hotels and restaurants is yet to be tackled
with the most fitting solution. However, apprecia-
ble efforts are being made by stakeholders to effec-
tively handle the challenges relating to food waste
in hotels and restaurants.

Now we are witnessing a burgeoning trend of
tea cafes, drawing both locals and foreigners to in-
dulge in the timeless tradition of a strong cup of
tea. This cultural phenomenon is spreading across
various localities, particularly in the federal capital,

where mumerous tea shops have become popular
destinations. Tea cafes have emerged as vibrant so-
cial hubs, catering to a diverse clientele.

The rich, aromatic flavors of traditional Palki-
stani teas, such as ‘Karak Chai', have found fans
among expatriates and tourists. The cafes provide a
space where people can unwind, socialize, and ex-
perience the local tea culture. m
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Control children

¢ from excessive
- mobile phone use to
save their vision

¢ Kids nowadays are highly susceptible to digital eye strain

so it is the paramount duty of the parents to ensure they
are away from being addicted to digital screens. It is almost

4 impracticable to separate children and technology, be it for

educational purposesorfuntime,fromstaring atdigital devices
like smartphones, tablets, LED screens, and computers

aking utmost care of your eyes is essential

as they are the most delicate and import-

ant organs of the human body. However,

the rising menace of electronic gadgets in
personal and office life is furning everyone addicted
to the screen of electronic devices. It 15 important
to know that gadgets do not emit any harmful rays
or radiation (monochrome or color), yet the cause
of the trouble is constant gazing screen from a near
distance and a decreased rate of blinking.

The leading ophthalmologist Prof Dr Tayyab
Afghani said “Smartphones have developed into
a significant risk for youngsters. A mobile phone
keeps children connected at all times with the world
Serving many positive purposes, but its overuse has
become common, leading to serious eye complica-

mw

tons.

Talking to media men, Dr Tayyab Afghani said
smartphones can have severe and long-lasting ef-
fects on children’s eye health. He said parents and
teachers should know about the consequences of
children staring at smartphones for too long.

According to him, most children with access to
a smariphone use it almost all the time, while those
whose eyesight is still developing have disastrous

Afpghani said smartphones can potentially con-
tribute to epidemic levels of eye problems, and re-
search shows that by 2050, the vision of 50 percent
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of the world's population may be affected.

He said mobile phones have anti-glare screens
and settings that reduce the emission of blue light,
which may damage the cornea. However, adjusting
the brightness, contrast, and size of the text can re-
duce some harm to the eyes.

Teaching children to blink frequently when
watching the screen and ensuring the screen is at
least 16 inches away from their eyes while watch-
ing.

He stressed that parents and teachers should try
to involve children in other activities that distract
them from the screen. He said setfing time limits on
how long kads can stare at screens is the best way to
save them from eye problems.

Every six months, a trained ophthalmologist
should examine children’s eyes, lubricant eye drops
should be used, and the 20-20 rule must be followed.

According to this rule, a person using a screen
should shift his eyes to look at an object 20 feet
away for at least 20 seconds. This should be repeat-
ed after a 20-minute gap.

Kids may feel eye fatigue, pain in the eyes, loss
of concentration, sleep disturbance, headaches,
forehead pains, and irritability in the eyes. It may
aggravate myopia in pre-disposed children.

Global estimates on childhood blindness show
that around 1.42 million and 17.52 million chil-
dren are suffering from blindness and moderate to
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severe visual impairment, respectively. It has been
observed that, unlike adult blindness which is 80%
avoidable (either preventable or treatable), in chil-
dren, less than 50% of the causes are avoidable.

Prolonged use of computers makes children
more susceptible than adults to vision problems.
Because of the limited degree of self-awareness of
children, most of them keep performing an enjoy-
able task (e.g. playing video games) with great con-
centration, for many hours, until exhaustion, with
few, if any, breaks, leading to accommodative prob-

Often parents provide their mobile phones to
Inds for entertainment and to keep them preoccu-
pied, assuming that they gain kmowledge by listen-
ing to the rhymes and informative videos. But it may
not be completely true, as in the process of digital
learning, kids often get addicted to digital screens,
be it mobile phones, smart TVs, or computers.

The average age at which children start using
screens has fallen over the past decade from 3-5
years to 12-18 months. The study revealed around
60% of Pakistani parents were worried about the
impact of screen time on children's eyes.

Mobile phone keeps children
connected with the world at
all times serving many positive
purposes, yet its overuse has
become common, leading to
serious eye complications

Parents should know that a developing child
around the age of 2-3 years still has their retina de-
veloping and prolonged usage of such devices with
bright light has a 60% chance of affecting their wi-
sion (by damaging a part of the retina). Depending
on the age bracket of kids, parents should ensure
that they (kids) spend minimum time mn front of
digital screens. A 2-3-year-old kid is highly attract-
ed towards videos and activities online be it on the
big screen or mobile phone. Parents are required to
minimize that period to protect their vision.

Parents need to keep an eye on their children. If
they feel any sign of poor vision in their children,
they must be taken to a qualified doctor to get them
examined so that the problem doesn't become per-
manent. If caught early, eye conditions often can
be cured.

While there is no safe tume limit for screen fime
especially among kids under the age of 5 years, it is
strictly advised to keep them away from gadgets to
protect them from developing any predisposed eye
ailment. Kids under 5 years of age having any kind
of vision problem, should be examined properly
at the nght fime. This problem can be managed by
maintaining visual hygiene, less screen time, main-
taining a proper screen distance from the eye, and
eye exercises. School-going kids can have a screen
time of around one hour daily be it for educational
purposes or relaxation and the fime can be extend-
ed to up to two hours during holidays.

It has been observed kuds over 12 years of age
begin to reach out to various apps and video games
consuming their valuable time. This is the time to
take special care of their vision as they enter the
phase of life to build up their future. This is also the
age when the children can be guided well to better
and safe use of electronic devices about which they
can also manage their time and habits. Restricting
encourage their knds to physical activities and out-
door sports.

It should also be remembered at the same fime
that the impaired eyesight at this stage can also be-
come a permanent feature of their life.

In Pakistan, it is estimated that there are 0.8
blinds for 1000 children. Whole globe lesions, cor-
neal scarring, retinal pathology, and afflichons of
the lens are important anatomical sites in children.
Early detection and prompt management are crifi-
cal for the success of programs targeting avoidable
blindness in children. =
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Amid wide-scale

' brain drain CWAs
~ tasked to find jobs for
Pakistanis abroad

MINISTRY Ol
OVERSEAS PAKISTANIS
& HRD

The Ministry of Overseas Pakistani and Human Resource
Development reiterated its commitment to spearhead
initiatives that fortify global employment prospects for
Pakistanis. This strategic meeting signifies a significant stride
towards realizing this vision and underscores the Ministry’s
dedication to the welfare and prosperity of overseas Pakistanis

Mimstry of Overseas Pakistams and Hu-
man Resource Development (OP&HRD)
has given the task to the Community Wel-
fare Attaches (CWAs) stationed abroad to

strategically enhance job opportunities for Pakistanis
in the international market.

An official source told the local news agency that
currently, there were 21 CWAs posted abroad by the
Government of Pakistan.

The main objective was to evaluate and improve
the progress of CWASs m identifying and exploning
targeted demand for employment prospects for Pa-
Instani nationals through engagements with foreign
employers

This involved the formulation, signing, and ex-
ecution of Letters of Intent (L.OIs) and agreements
with foreign companies, critical in amplifying the ex-
port of Pakistani manpower.

It has emphasized the crucial need for close col-
laboration between CWASs and the Ministry of Over-
seas Pakistani and Human Resource Development,
particularly in sharing information related to em-
ployment demands abroad and the necessary skills
required for those jobs. This step will facilitate the
design of training programs to impart the skills need-
ed by foreign companies, ensuning that Palkistami
standards.

The initiative 1s significant for its dual impact that
it will not only work to enhance employment oppor-
tunities for Pakistanis abroad but also contribute to
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the economic growth of the nation.

The source has stressed the essenfial role of
CWAs in catering to the needs and resolving issues
faced by overseas Pakistanis during their stay abroad.

This comprehensive approach is designed to en-
sure the well-being and seamless integration of Pa-
knstani expatriates in their
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tion Act of 1922 and Rules (1959) which were subse-
of 1979 and Rules made there. Over some time, the
Bureau has devised a realistic, pragmatic, and sys-
tematic emigration mechanism under the emigra-
tion laws. The Bureau of Emigration and Overseas
Employment is a centralized agency of the Federal
Government for processing recruitment demands
of Palkistani manpower through Licensed Overseas
Employment Promoters, etc. for the different man-
power-importing couniries in the world, especially in
the Middle East.

It is noted that Pakistan is experiencing a brain
drain. This means that highly educated and skilled
Palnstani nationals are leaving the country to seek
opportunities abroad. The reasons for this are com-
plex but can be boiled down to a few key factors: lack
of opportunities, insecurnity, and career progression.

Palastan is an emerging economy with a lot of
potential, but it is not yet able to provide its citizens
with the same level of opportunities that are avail-
able in developed countries. This 15 especially true
for young people who have the skills and education
to take advantage of new opportunities.

Insecurity: Palkistan is a country that has experi-
enced a lot of turbulence and mstability, especially
in recent years. This has made it difficult for busi-
nesses to operate and has put many people in doubt.
As a result, many talented Pakistanis have decided
to leave the country in search of somewhere safer to
live and work. Career advancement prospects along
with their associated advantages and privileges are
regrettably lacking in Pakistan, unlike in developed
nations. As a result, proficient and talented profes-
sionals including the young ones are opting to relo-
cate abroad to enhance their career opportunities,

There are many reasons why brain drain occurs
in Palastan. One of the pnimary causes is the need for
their skills and knowledge in the country. This often
leads to frustration and a feeling of being trapped,
which can eventually lead to these individuals seek-

Other causes of brain drain in Pakistan include
poor working conditions, low salaries, and a general
lack of job satisfaction. Additionally, political msta-
bility and insecurity are also forcing skilled mdivid-
uals to leave the couniry in search of further and
families.

Brain drain is a major problem in Pakistan that
needs to be addressed urgenfly The government
must create more opportunities for its talented cit-
across the board. Only then will Pakistan be able
to retain its best and brightest minds, and create a
brighter future for all.

There are many reasons why talented Palkistanis
seek opportunities abroad, but the main reason is the
lack of opportunities at home. Brain drain is a major
problem in Pakistan, as the country loses some of its

The Ministry of Over-
seas Palkistani and Human
Resource Development has
reiterated its commitment

Pakistan is experiencing a

brain drain. This means that
highly educated and skilled people suffering from a

best and brightest to other
countries.

Palastan has a popu-
lation of over 230 million

poor job market. The coun-

to spearheading initiatives Pakjstani nationals are leaving try has an increasing un-

that fortify global employ-
ment prospects for Pala-
stanis. This strategic meet-
ing signifies a significant
vision and underscores the
Ministry's dedication to the
welfare and prosperity of
overseas Palastanis.

The Bureau of Emigra-
tion and Overseas Employ-
ment was set up on the 1st

the country to seek opportu-
nities abroad. The reasons for not eam enough to support
this are complex but can be
boiled down to a few key
factors: lack of opportunities, many choose to look for
insecurity, and career
progression

employment rate, and even
those employed often do

themselves or their families.
This makes it difficult for
talented Pakistanis to find
good jobs at home, and so

work abroad.
The brain drain phe-
nomenon is not limited to

of October 1971, by com-

bining three federal government departments name-
ly the National Manpower Council, Protectorate of
Emigrants, and Directorate of Seamen's Welfare
under the directive of the Government of Pakistan.
The Bureaun started functioning under the Emigra-
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Palkistan; it 15 happening
all over the world. However, Pakistan is one of the
countries most affected by this problem. The loss
of talent hurts the country’s economy and develop-
ment, as well as its ability to compete on the global
stage. m
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Competition Commission of Pakistan

i L K ke

- misleading,
" hazardous ads of
beverage companies

i

(CCPhastakennotice of extremely dangerous stunts performed
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in the TVCs by leading beverage manufacturers. These stunts
aim to promote soft and energy drinks carrying no message
for viewers that professional experts under proper safety
arrangements performed them as fictional displays so do not

attempt them on your own

oday is the era of minting money parfic-

ularly international brands are trying to

attract consumers through mmnovative, un-

realistic, and muisleading advertisements
The companies are very dependent on people get-
ting their products shown. No matter where we are,
we will always see some form of an advertisement,
whether it be a commercial, billboard, or anything
else that a company uses to broadcast its product.
Every company does it or else it won't have their
product/business noticed by the public. False adver-
tising is used to create excitement in the user for any-
thing for selling out the product. Companies will put
anything in the ads just to draw people towards their
products. One of the most dominant industries that
does it is the food/ drink industry. These industries
are given to use everything to get the consumer to
purchase their goods while the consumers attracted
by these commercials, don't see the loss if they at-
tempt to act those ads.

It is good practice that the Competition Commis-
sion of Pakistan (CCP) monitors the advertisements
and directs the companies to avoid misleading adver-
tisements. The CCP for true and fair advertising as it
is an important responsibility towards the consumers
and the society at large.

CCP supports the Code as it aims to promote the
best professional and ethical practices in the field of
advertising besides, CCP facilitates an enabling envi-
ronment in the economy for commercial activities.
The main focus is to deter misleading and deceptive
marketing toward consumers and ensure that best
practices are in place. However, some commercials
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particularly relating to beverages are on the screen
showing hazardous antics which carry a strong im-

An effective publicity stunt can significantly in-
crease brand recognition and elevate the company’s
name to various levels of prominence. The purpose
of a publicity stunt is to raise awareness about a
business or person. A public relations stunt can take
many forms and is not restricted to conventional
marketing campaigns. Oniginality is the key.

The Competiion Commission of Pakistan
{(CCP) has taken notice of extremely dangerous
stunts performed in the TV commeraals {TVCs) of
leading beverage manufacturers.

The Commission has issued
letters to various beverage
firms to explain their position
vis-a-vis showcasing physical
stunts with bikes, cars, and
other extraordinary perfor-
mances enabled by or for a few
sips of the advertised drinks

These stunts aim to promote soft and energy
sional experts under proper safety arrangements per-
formed them as fictional displays so do not attempt
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them on your own The Commission has issued let-
ters to varnious beverage firms to explain their posi-
tion vis-a-vis showcasing physical stunts with bikes,
cars, and other extraordinary performances enabled
by or for a few sips of the advertised drinks.

While screening such stunts is not a violation
of Palistan’s Competition Law Yet the absence
of proper disclaimers advising viewers to avoid at-
tempting such stunts amounts to withholding ma-
young adults. CCP has warned these companies of
their potential violation of Section 10{2) (b) of the
Competition Act, 2010. This section prohibits the
dissemination of false or misleading information to
consumers. The non-disclosure of material informa-
tion or relevant disclaimers also amounts to decep-
tive marketing practices and constitutes a violation
of this section.

The Commission has explained that ‘mislead-
ing information’ refers to statements that can give
a wrong impression, lead to errors in conduct,
thought, or judgment, misinform due to vagueness
or omission, and may not necessarily be deliberate.
It further clarified that ‘false information’ includes
statements that are confrary to truth or fact, imply
conscious wrongdoing or culpable negligence, have
stricter and stronger connotations, and are not read-
ily open to interpretation. The CCP has directed the
companies to explain their non-comphiance with the
explicit provisions of Section 10 of the Compefition
Act, 2010, regarding the subject the TV commer-
cials. The companies are required to furnish their ex-
planations within seven days of the issnance of the
Commussion’s letters.

Earlier, it also took notice of cognizance of de-
ceptive marketing by the beauty products’ mamifac-
turers and issued notices to 12 companies regarding
their false and misleading claims.

CCP's prelimmmary probe revealed that these
undertakings were prima facie engaged in “green-
washing”, adwvertising their products as “Natural,
Organic, Sustainable, Pure, and Chemical Free"
without having any scientific evidence to support
not only mislead the consumers but also pose poten-
tial health risks to unwary users. The notices issued
by CCP may set a significant precedent for responsi-
ble marketing practices that prionitize environmental
integrity and consumer trust. The undertakings in
mation about the chemical/synthetic ingredients in
their products from labels and marketing commmuni-
cafions or use misleading terminology, imagery, or
labeling practices to hide the presence of inorganic
components or chemical additives. Hence, the con-
sumers are significantly attracted by their environ-
ment-friendly assertions like “100% Organic, 100%
Natural, 100% Pure, 100% Satisfaction guaranteed,
Pakistan’s No.1 Skincare Brand, Palistan's Best Or-
ganic and Natural Brand, Pakistan's No.1 Online Or-
ganic Brand™ and claims of the same kind.

The Competiion Act, of 2010 prohibits decep-
tive marketing practices under Section 10 of the Act.
The Commussion is further mandated to ensure fair
CCP, therefore, calls for the accuracy, mtegrity, reli-
ability, and truthfulness of all marketing communi-
cafions to honestly help the consumers in their pur-
chase decisions.

Marketing claims must be substantiated with val-
id scientific evidence to prevent the distribution of
false or misleading information to consumers. The
companies must compete based on safety, innova-
tion, value for money, quality, and effectiveness of
their products. The Commuission is fully committed
to enforcing the law and any company found guilty
of deceptive marketing practices will face strict en-

retailers, and relevant stakeholders, the CCP aims
to ensure fair competition to protect the rights of
consumers in the beauty products market. Further-
more, the CCP urges consumers to remain vigi
lant and promptly report to the Commuission any
instances of deceptive advertising, false claims, or
health hazards faced. m
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Style Runway FFashion
Show Pakistan

The Style Runway Pakistan Fashion Show
Season 15 (SRF15) showcased a spectacular
array of fashion, art, and talent, honoring
artists, models, and esteemed guests. Hosted
at the iconic Clock Tower, Karachi, the event
achieved unprecedented success, capturing
the essence of high fashion.

Abdul Salam Dadabhoy, Acting Chairman
of the Consumer Association of Pakistan,

graced the occasion as the chief guest. The
show featured a stellar lineup of models,
including renowned figures like Nadia
Hussain, Zainab Fatima, Aruba Mirza,
Zarmeena Ikram, Anum Agqeel, Benita
David, Sidra Sajid, Areej Chaudhry, Saanch
Rajput, Neha Laaj, Rida Ali, and Sonia Asif

strutted down the runway, showcasing their |

grace and style.

FACEEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

sets new record

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

STYLE
RUNWAY
FADTION

The event showcased exquisite collections
from designers In Style Meena Kaari, Nook
Palak, Uzair Bridal, Uomo by Iftikhar, and
Fashion Zone, each bringing their distinct
vision to life on the catwalk. The makeup and
styling were impeccably executed by Mel &
Mel Official Makeup Team and Spotlight
Salon, under the leadership of Asma Naz.

Zia Zafar, CEO and Organizer of SRF135,
reiterated his dedication to fostering and
elevating the fashion industry."SRF-15 is a
testament to our ongoing efforts to nurture
and spotlight emerging talent. With 14
successful fashion shows under our belt, [ am
deeply grateful to my devoted team for their
steadfast support," Zafar expressed.
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vivo V30e oG brings the best
- portrait system at the best price

' In addition to its impressive photography capabilities, the V30e 5G offers a suite of multimedia

features, including 4K video capture and a Vlog Movie Creator. These tools empower users to
unleash their creativity and produce professional-quality content with ease, making the V30e 5G

~ the uliimate companion for aspiring videographers and content creators alike

s the realm of smartphone photography

advances, vivo once again asserts its po-

sition at the forefront with the launch

the V30e 5G. Boasting an array of

sophisticated camera features, this device 15 poised

to redefine the standards for mobile photography en-

thusiasts. Let's delve into the intricacies of its imag-

ing capabilities, from the Studio-Quality Aura Light

to the Advanced Sony Main Camera, and assess
whether it lives up to the hype.

At the heart of the V30e 5G lies its Studio-Quali-
ty Auralight Portrait feature, a beacon of innovation
in the realm of smartphone portrait photography.
Designed to cast a gentle yet radiant light, it accen-
tuates the subject’s features with natural and delicate
precision. This next-level illumination ensures that
every portrait captures the essence of its subject, ele-
vating the art of mobile photography to new heights.

The Smart Color Temperature Adjustment fea-
ture further enhances the V30e 5G's prowess in cap-
turing stunning moments with harmonious colors.

By intelligently detecting and adjusting to the sur-
rounding environment, it imbues each photograph
with a natural and cool vibe, ensuring optimal results

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

regardless of lighting conditions.

Equipped with an Advanced Sony Main Cam-
era featuring the Sony IMXBE2 sensor, the V30e 5G
delivers clearer shots with unparalleled detail. The

sensor's increased light intake, coupled with an ul-
tra-high pixel count, ensures that every image is im-
bued with lifelike clarity and richness.

Wheth-

close-ups, this
camera excels
in preserving
the intricate
muances of the
scene. Night-
time photog-
raphy enthusi-
asts will rejoice at the V30e 5G's ability to capture
stable and clear shots even in low-light conditions.
‘With its Ultra-High Pixel Count and enhanced pho-
tosensitivity,
it excels at re-
ness and detail
in nighttime |
SCENES, ensur-
ing that mo .~
moment goes |
undocument-
ed, regardless |
of the hour [
The inclusion

of a 2x Professional Portrait Mode further expands

the V30e 5G's versafility, allowing users to zoom in
for perfect portraits with a natural bokeh effect. This

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

premium feature, remimiscent of DSLR-level pho-
tography, ensures that every portrait stands out with
unparalleled clarity and depth.

In addition to its impressive photography capa-
bilities, the V30e 5G offers a suite of multimedia fea-
tures, including 4K video capture and a Vliog Movie
Creator. These tools empower users to unleash their
creativity and produce professional-quality content
with ease, making the V30e 5G the ultimate com-
ators alike.

In conclusion, the vivo V30e 5G emerges as a
tour de force in the realm of smartphone photogra-

phy, offering a comprehensive suite of features that
cater to the needs of discerning enthusiasts. From

its Studio-Quality Aura Light to its Advanced Sony

Main Camera, every aspect of its imaging capabili-
ties is designed to inspire and elevate the art of mo-

bile photography. So, is the Sony camera and Aura
Light portrait worth it?
Without a doubt, the V30e sets a new standard

for excellence in smartphone photography, reaffirm-
ing vivo's commitment to inmovation and excellence
in every shot. m
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Tamasha, SIMOSA earn accolades at
Pakistan digital awards

Islamabad; Tamasha and
SIMOSA, two premier digital
platforms from Jazz, Pakistan's
leading digital operator, have
been recognized at the presti-
gious Pakistan Digital Awards
2024,

According to a press re-
lease, these awards earned in
excellence in websites, apps,
and digital creators, underscor-
ing the dynamic digital land-
scape spanning public, private,
and third-sector organizations.

Tamasha, Pakistan's fore-
most digital entertainment
platform, was honored with
the Best Online Streaming
Platform award for the second
consecutive year with the acco-
lade highlighting its crucial
role in the nation's digital en-
tertainment evolution.,
Renowned for hosting major
sporting events — e.g. the Asia
Cup 2023, ICC World Cup
2023, and the ongoing ICC
T20 World Cup 2024 -
Tamasha has solidified its sta-
tus as the preferred digital

streaming service for millions
of viewers.

SIMOSA, formerly known
as Jazz World, has been hon-
ored with the Best Consumer

Mobile Service award, reflect-
ing its status as the region's
highest-engaging app. With its
transition to an operator-ag-
nostic model, SIMOSA now
serves a wider audience, en-

hancing its appeal and usabil-
ity across various networks,
positioned as a cornerstone of
growth and strategic acquisi-
tions within the digital ecosys-

tem.

“We are profoundly hon-
ored to receive these presti-
gious awards for our leading
digital platforms, This recogni-
tion at the Pakistan Digital

Awards is a testament to our
unwavering commitment to in-
novation and excellence, as
embodied in our DO1440
strategy. By continuously en-

hancing digital connectivity
and transforming  digital
lifestyles, we strive to empower
our users, entich their daily
lives, and drive the digital evo-
lution of Pakistan," said

Aamer Ejaz, Chief Digital Of-
ficer, Jazz.

Tamasha currently boasts
over 15 million monthly active
users (MAUS) and offers a di-
verse library of entertainment
content, including live TV
channels, Pakistani and inter-
national movies, engaging web
series, and exclusive Tamasha
Originals. Its live-streaming of
the T20 World Cup 2024 has
already set new daily viewer-
ship records, demonstrating its
significant impact on the digi-
tal entertainment sector.

SIMOSA commands a
strong market presence with a
whopping 18 million MAUs
and 5.5 million daily active
users. The app generates over 1
billion impressions monthly,
establishing itself as the lead-
ing lifestyle and engagement
platform in the region. As Pak-
istan's largest home-grown
app, SIMOSA's impressive en-
gagement metrics position it at
the forefront of the country's
digital landscape.m

MoU signed for Chromebook assembly line in Pakistan

Karachi: National Radio &
Telecommunication Corpora-
tion (NETC), Allied, an Aus-
tralian-based manufacturer of
Chromebooks and Gaming
PCs, and Tech Valley have an-
nounced their intent to form a
joint venture to establish a
Google Chromebook assembly
line in Haripur, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The aim of this
venture is to provide equitable
access to education for all, fol-
lowing the National Education
Emergency declared for out-of-
school children by the Prime
Minister of Pakistan. The Let-
ter of Understanding (Loll)
expressing their shared inten-
tion to establish the joint ven-
ture was signed in the presence
of the Federal Minister of Ed-
ucation and Professional
Training, Pakistan and repre-
sentatives from Google for Ed-
ucation

Federal Minister of Federal
Education and Professional
Training, Dr, Khalid Magbool
Siddiqui, expressed strong sup-

for

port the initiative,
“Through this partnership, we
can create Chromebooks cus-
tomized for our education
budget, empowering our youth
with this transformative tech-
nelogy. I am confident that this

partnership will not only equip
our schools with affordable
Chromebooks but will also un-
lock unimaginable scale and

the government is here to sup-
port.”

Colin Marson, Director,
Google for Education JAPAC
said, “We are excited to wit-
ness the announcement of
local Chromebook manufac-

turing in Pakistan This initia-
tive aligns with our commit-
ment to supporting equitable
access to quality learning for
children across the globe. We
believe that technology, when
harnessed effectively, can be a
powerful catalyst for educa-
tional transformation.”

“We are excited about the
potential of partnering with
Allied and Tech Valley on this
project,” said Muhammad
Asim Ishagque, Managing Di-
rector of NRTC Haripur, “This
joint venture has the potential
to create jobs, stimulate the
local economy, and play a vital
role in bridging the digital di-
vide within Pakistan.”

Aron Saether-Jackson,
Chief Executive Officer, Al-
lied, expressed the company's
interest, stating, “Allied is com-
mitted to supporting the devel-
opment of Pakistan’s

education sector, This poten-
tial joint venture presents a fan-
tastic opportunity to equip
Pakistani students with afford-
able and high-quality Chrome-
books.”

Tech Valley, as a Google
for Education Partner in Pak-
istan, will play a critical role in
this joint venture as the system
integrator, connecting schools
with Chromebooks and pro-
viding them training. Umar
Faroog, CEQO of Tech Valley,
echoed the sentiment, adding,
“By making Chromebooks
more accessible and affordable
through local production, we
aim to empower Pakistani stu-
dents with the tools they need
to thrive in the digital age, This
collaboration marks an impor-
tant step towards bridging the
digital divide and fostering a
brighter future for Pakistan's
youth.=

Huawel

Islamabad: In a landmark
move, China has pledged to
offer free artificial intelligence
{Al) training to 200,000 young
Pakistanis, This initiative is
part of a series of agreements
signed between Chinese tech-
nology companies and Pak-
istan, aimed at enhancing
cooperation in various techno-
logical fields,

Prime Minister Sharif met

trains 200,000 young Pakistanis in Al

with the Chairman of Huawei
and extended an invitation for
him to visit Pakistan and ex-
plore investment opportunities.

Minister for Information
Technology and Telecommuni-
cation Shaza Fatima Khawaja
said that the training of young
Pakistanis in information tech-
nology and artificial intelli-
gence, with assistance from
Huawei, will begin next month.

Shaza Fatima said that the
present government is taking
effective steps to promote Infor-
mation and Communications
Technology (ICT) in the coun-
try.

She said that under the vi-
sion of the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, the youth of the
country are being given train-
ing in information technology.

She said that the youth

make up 70 percent of the
country's population and the
government is determined to
equip them with IT training so
they can secure jobs.

She said that the govern-
ment would train around
150,000 young people in the IT
sector, who will then play a
vital role in the country’s econ-
omy.

The minister said that a

three to six-month IT course
would enable the youth to earn
a respectable income in both
local and international mar-
kets.

The minister said that the
government is determined to
increase IT exports to 25 billion
dollars, She said that Huawei
would start work on the Islam-
abad smart city and safe city
projects for other cities. =
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PTCL Group integrates advanced Al to "2 Sy
achieve customer service excellence

Islamabad: Pakistan's
largest telecommunication and
ICT services provider, PTCL
Group (PTCL & Ufone 4G)
has collaborated with STech.ai
to integrate an innovative Al-
based platform that leverages
advanced technologies, includ-
ing Urdu-based Large Lan-
guage  Models  (LLMs),
Automatic Speech Recognition
{ASR), MNatural Language Pro-
cessing (MLP), and Machine
Learning (ML)F to enhance its
customer services system.

The platform aims to en-
hance quality management sys-
tems by providing enriched
customer sentiment analysis
and valuable insights, driving
PTCL’s overall customer expe-
rience strategy. The strategic
initiative underscores PTCL
Group's commitment to excel-
lence in customer experience.

Customer centricity is para-
mount at PTCL Group, which
inspires the Group's commit-
ment to excellence in both cus-

tomer experience and services
delivery. The company contin-
uously invests, innovates, and
refines its business processes. [t

experiences to unprecedented

heights, setting a new bench-

mark for the entire industry.
Hatem Bamatraf, President

leverages innovative technolo-
gies and customer feedback to
enhance every interaction and
ensures that each service touch
point is seamless, responsive,
and efficient to foster a reliable
and enriching experience for its
valued customers. Looking
ahead, the integration of inno-
vative Al will elevate customer

& Group CEO, PTCL & Ufone
4G expressed his enthusiasm
for the initiative, saying,
“Leveraging contemporary
technologies like Al shall be
the enabler to improve our cus-
tomer experience significantly,
Al is set to revolutionize the in-
dustry, and it is a proud mo-
ment for PTCL Group to be at

the forefront of this journey."”

Ahmad Kamal, Group
Chief Customer Care Officer,
remarked, “We are thrilled to
announce the launch of the in-
dustry’s frst Urdu Language
Al-enabled Customer Services
platform. This initiative aligns
with our vision and under-
scores our commitment to
being the best in customer ex-
perience, The use of this pro-
eram will significantly enhance
our customer experience in the
days to come."”

Adeel Saeed Chaudry,
CEO of STech.ai, (originating
from the MENA region)
stated, “Partnering with PTCL
Group is a proud milestone for
us. As a pioneering Al com-
pany specializing in Conversa-
tional AI under the brand
BOTWA, our latest Al-driven
customer experience solutions
demonsirate our commitment
to digital transformation and
excellence in customer serv-
ice.m

Mobilink
driven

Islamabad: Mobilink Bank
has taken a leap forward in so-
lidifying its position as a fron-
trunner in sustainable banking
practices. The Bank announced
the successful completion of an
external training program on
Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) practices
explicitly designed for its lead-
ership team. This in-depth
training initiative equipped the
Bank's top decision-makers
with the knowledge and skills
necessary to integrate ESG
principles into the core of their
operations.

Mobilink Bank is part of
the VEON group, a global dig-
ital operator that provides con-
verged connectivity and digital
services to nearly 160 million
customers in six dynamic mar-
kets that are home to 7% of the
world’s population.

The training was held in [s-

Bank champions sustainability-

lamabad and conducted by
Zero Point Partners, a leading
environmental consultancy and
led by, founder and CEO,
Maha Qasim and Senior Asso-
ciate, Aliza Aijaz, both experts
in providing strategic and advi-
sory support to banks and fi-
nancial  institutions  on
developing GHG emissions in-
ventories, net zero target-set-
ting, decarbonization planning,
impact assessment, ESG re-

| Pl

porting and gender main-
streaming,

“Equipping ourselves with
a strong foundation in ESG
principles is not only essential
for navigating the future of dig-
ital and Anancial landscape, but
it aligns with our core values of
social responsibility and sus-
tainable growth," shared
Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary,
Interim CEQ Mobilink Bank.
“Climate change threatens our

eadership with ESG training

communities, especially
women, farmers and small
businesses who are the back-
bone of our economy By
equipping them with access to
clean energy, our ESG focused
‘Change to Sustain’ program is
fostering sustainability. This
leadership training in ESG will
further empower us to make in-
formed decisions that solidify
its success and pave the way for
future initiatives,”

Chairman of Mobilink
Bank, Aamir Ibrahim, said:
“We are driven by the purpose
of improving the lives and
livelihoods of people, espe-
cially women, through technol-
ogy in an environmentally
conscious and sustainable way.
By adopting eco-friendly prac-
tices and prioritizing energy ef-
ficiency, we are committed to
preserving natural resources
and reducing waste.” . »

Zong 4G and Oladoc collaborate on digital healthcare solutions

Islamabad: Zong 4G, Pak-
istan’s leading telecommunica-
tions provider announced a
groundbreaking  partnership
with Oladoc to revolutionize
Digital Healthcare solutions.

Oladoc is a digital healthcare
platform, operating in Pakistan,
dedicated to connecting patients
with healthcare providers and
facilitating access to medical
services through technology.

This strategic collaboration
aims to bring unparalleled con-

venience and accessibility to dig-
ital healthcare services for Zong
4G users and their families. In
this pioneering move, Zong 4G
empowers millions of users to
address their medical needs ef-
fortlessly from the comfort of
their homes. Through this inno-
vative partnership, Zong 4G
users can now connect with
leading healthcare specialists
across Pakistan with just a few
clicks, transforming how they
access healthcare s

Helsinki: Nokia is set to
buy optical networking biz In-
finera in a $2.3 billion transac-
tion. The Finnish networking
giant says it has a definitive
agreement to acquire Califor-
nia-based Infinera to increase
its scale in optical networking
and accelerate its own product
roadmap.

The sale is expected to
close during the first half of
2025, subject to regulatory ap-
proval and getting the nod
from Infinera's shareholders,
At $2.3 billion, the expenditure
is said to represent a premium
of 28 percent over Infinera's
share price at the point the
takeover was announced,

MNokia President and CEO
Pekka Lundmark said that the
company had already in-
creased investment in optical
networks, and this move would
build on that: "The combined
businesses have a strong strate-
gic fit given their highly com-
plementary customer,
geographic, and technology
profiles."s

WhatsApp will no
longer work on vari-
ous IPhone, Android

devices

‘Washington: By the end of
this year, one of the most
widely Meta-owned applica-
tions with two billion users
globally, WhatsApp, will stop
working on 35 older smart-
phone models of some of
Apple, Samsung, Huawei, LG,
Motorola and Sony. What-
sApp is upgrading its app to
enhance its security updates
and features, and will not sup-
port some devices which are
not updated. This change is for
both Android and iPhone
users. Affected users must up-
grade their smartphones to
continue this app without any
interruption. =

Telenor launches Te-
lenor Cyberdefence

Oslo: Telenor, the Morwe-
gian telecom giant, has an-
nounced the formation of
Telenor Cyberdefence, a new
cybersecurity company that will
become part of Telenor Amp.
This strategic move is in re-
sponse to the growing frequency
and severity of cyberattacks
faced by Morwegian businesses
and public sector organizations.

Telenor grows in AsiaCur-
rently, Telenor Amp's portfolio
includes 15 fully or partially
owned companies, with a com-
bined value estimated between
NOK 10-12 billion. A recent
Norstat survey revealing that 1
in 5 business leaders in Norway
experienced cyberattacks in the
past year, impacting approxi-
mately 130,000 companies.=
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TECNO and Careem partnered to offer an
opportunity to win a CAMON 30 smartphone

Karachi: TECNO Pak-
istan and Careem are joining
forces for an exciting Raffles
Campaign, offering users the
chance to win a CAMON 30
smartphone by TECNO. The
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) signing cer-
emony recently took place in
Karachi.

TECNO Pakistan was
represented by Shiekh
Mahad Arif, PR Manager
TECNO Pakistan, and Per-
nia Rathore, Marketing Su-
pervisor TECNO Pakistan,
Representing Careem Pak-
istan was Saad Qadeer, Head
of Commercial and Special
Projects, and Talha Noman,
Sr. Commercial Manager,

To participate in the cam-
paign, simply book as many

rides as possible on Flexi
Ride through the Careem
platform using the promo
code “WINTECNO." Each
ride booked with this promo

while vying for the chance to
own one of the latest, cut-
ting-edge smartphones from
TECNO.

Imran Saleem, General

code will increase your
chances of winning the con-
test. This exciting opportu-
nity allows users to enjoy
convenient  transportation

Manager Ride Hailing at Ca-
reem Pakistan stated: “We
are super thrilled to partner
with TECNO Pakistan to
bring this raffle to our mutual

customer base. At Careem,
we are adamant on providing
exceptional service as well as
value to all our customers
and Captains. We are always
looking for such partnerships
that enhance the overall ex-
perience of taking a ride with
Careem. Similarly, it will
also give our Captains a
chance to win exciting prizes
that will enhance their every-
day journey with Careem.”
The campaign started
from July 1st and run
through July 21st. During
this period, there will be op-
portunities for both Careem
customers and captains par-
ticipating in the campaign to
win a brand new CAMON
30. Winners will be chosen
through a lucky draw. This

initiative aims to engage and
reward participants through-
out the campaign duration,
offering multiple chances to
win these smartphones,

“Having Careem as our
partner in this exciting cam-
paign is definitely going to be
an amazing experience! To-
gether, we are giving our cus-
tomers a fantastic chance to
win the popular CAMON 30
Smartphone just by using a
promo code, At TECNO, we
love coming up with exciting
gifts, promotions, and high-
quality products. 1 hope that
in the future, we will con-
tinue our strategic relation-
ship with Careem and come
up with more collabora-
tions", says Shieckh Mahad
Arifm

Concave AGRI and JazzCash join forces
to empower farmers across Pakistan

Islamabad: JazzCash, and
Concave AGRI have come to-
gether in a strategic collabora-
tion aimed at revolutionizing
financial services for farmers
across Pakistan,

JazzCash is the frontrun-
ner in Pakistan's fintech in-
dustry with an impressive
track 44 million registered
users. The platform hosts
245,000 agents, and over
300,000 merchants. JazzCash
offers a diverse range of
branchless banking services
catering to the needs of its
customers and merchants in-
cluding money transfers, bill
payments, savings, loans, and

insurance,

“Women's valuable contri-
butions in the agricultural sec-
tor often go unnoticed despite
being an integral part of the

backbone of Pakistan's econ-
omy. Recognizing this critical
intersection of gender and
agriculture iz crucial to
achieving true gender equal-
ity," said Murtaza Ali, Head

of JazzCash. “In collabora-
tion with Concave AGRI, our
goal is to improve women's
access to financial resources
and bridge the technology
gap.”

This collaboration be-
tween JazzCash and Concave
AGRI underscores their
shared commitment to driv-
ing financial inclusion and
empowerment in Pakistan's
agricultural sector., As both
companies continue to inno-
vate and expand their reach,
farmers across the country
can look forward to enhanced
access to financial services
and a brighter future.=

PTCL signs formal loan MoU with
IFC for $400 million in financing

Karachi: PTCL has signed
formal loan agreements with
an International Finance Cor-
poration (IFC)-led consortium
to secure up to $400 million in
financing for the acquisition of
Telenor Pakistan and Orion
Towers (Pvt.) Limited. Thisisa
significant milestone in the ac-
quisition process following the
IFC Board of Directors’ ap-
proval of the financing deal in
April 2024,

PTCL entered into a Share
Purchase Agreement (SPA) last
December with Telenor B.V. to
acquire 100% of the shares of
Telenor Pakistan at a price of
PKR 108 billion on a cash-free,
debt-free basis.

Commenting on the devel-
opment, President and Group
CEO, FTCL & Ufone 4G,
Hatem Bamatraf said, “We are
thrilled to witness the material-
ization of this financing deal,
which brings us closer to con-
cluding this transformative
milestone in Pakistan's telecom
sector. We are eager to serve a
larger customer base with re-
newed commitment as soon as
the acquisition process con-
cludes following the necessary
regulatory approvals,”

The disbursement of fi-
nancing is expected to take
place following the completion
of the conditions as specified in
the financing agreements..m

Premier Code
partners with
Bank Alfalah to
manufacturing of
POS machines
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Lahore: Premier Code
(Pvt.) Limited proudly an-
nounces its partnership with
Bank Alfalah Limited. This
collaboration marks a signifi-
cant step towards fostering
local manufacturing and en-
hancing banking services.
DCODE is set to become
among the first companies to
manufacture  point-of-sale
(POS) machines. DCODE has
been committed to offering
high-quality technology prod-
ucts, =

ABC urges govt to reconsider 25%
SAP expense disallowance policy

Islamabad: American Busi-
ness Council (ABC) has urged
the government to reconsider its
policy of disallowing 25% of

members of the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council
(SIFC);, and Secretary of Fi-
nance, Imdad Ullah Bosal. As

sales promotion, advertising,
and publicity (SAP) expenses. A
delegation from the American
Business Council recently met
with government officials in Is-
lamabad to discuss this issue, in-
cluding Federal Minister for

Investments Aleem Khan,
Chairperson of the Senate
Standing Committee on Fi-
nance Saleem Mandviwala,

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

the leading American Chamber
of Commerce in Pakistan, the
council shared its urgent con-
cerns about the impact of this
policy.

Sami Wahid, Managing Di-
rector of Mondalez Pakistan and
a member of the American Busi-
ness Council emphasized the
negative consequences of disal-
lowing SAP expenses, stating

|TWITTE R.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

that multinational companies
will be forced to reduce their ad-
vertising and publicity spending
to avoid financial losses. This
will put them at a disadvantage
compared to local competitors
and could have a detrimental ef-
fect on the advertising and media
industry, as well as innovation in
media practices.

The delegation from the
American Business Council also
included representatives from
companies such as Coca-Cola,
McDonald's, Philip Morris, and
PepsiCo, which collectively rep-
resent about 60 American com-
panies  with  significant
investrments in Pakistan. These
companies have made substan-
tial investments in marketing
and advertising o establish their
presence in the market, and
retroactive disallowance of SAP
expenses will damage Pakistan's
reputation as an attractive in-
vestment destination.m

Shell Pakistan
launches recy-
cled plastic
retail site

Shell Pakistan

Karachi:
launches Pakistan’s first-ever
recycled plastic retail site,
Malik Service Station at

Shahrah-e-Faisal, Karachi.
The organization collaborated
with Dabeer Hemani and Syed
Ali Nagi, cofounders of Con-
cept Loop, and Shell Tameer
alumnus to bring this vision to
life. The construction of the re-
tail site utilized approximately
6,500 kilograms, or roughly
1.3 million pieces, of end-of-
life plastic waste, in plastic-in-
fused pavers and concrete
blocks wusing multi-layered
plastic waste.m
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vivo Y36

Display 6.64"
e,
il Rear Camera 50+2MP
soon
RAM & ROM
8GB+128GB
BGB+256GB
48W FlashCharge
vivo V29e 5G
Display 6.67"
Front Camera:50MP
Camera Rear Camera:64+8MP
-
RAM & ROM
ot 256kn
-
vivo Y17s
Display 6.56"
Front Camera:BMP
Camera Rear Camera:50+2MP
-
RAM & ROM
seviie
6GB+128GB

15W

Display 6.78"
Front Camera:50MP
SUCIER  Rear Camera:50+50MP
Battery 5000mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB
Charging: BOW Flash Charge
vivo Y03
Display 6.56"
Front Camera: SMP
PLCIEN  Rear Camera:13+0.08MP
Battery 5000mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB +64GB
-

Front Camera:8MP

: Rear Camera:50+2MP
5000mAh
predviesd
.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

| »2024 %

ooz 'sY

8%

S m
30
Wi
h'.._l
r
2
6
m

| ava O

#80%7*




#807%7*

VGO TEL Il]z

Spark Your Imagination!

Crop Notch Display 168 Extendable AAM EMP Frant Camesa Powmerful Battery

Rs. 54,999

VGO TEL

Chipset: Qualcomm SmE225
Proces: Snapdragon 680 4G (8 nm)

L, CPU: Octa-core (d4x2.4 GHz
Kirye 285 Gold & 4x1.9 GHz Kryo 265 Sher)

Display

Frant: B MP, Mair: Dual Camera
Camera 50 MP, /1L, {wide),

FOAF +2 MF, 1/2.4, {depth)
5000 mah

Battery {Li-Po non removable)

4 Clgelelp'] RAM&ROM  BGB + 256GB

6.56 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Charging 45W Fast Charging

B6.517" HD+ 64GB + 4GB
IPS [Drop Mateh) 468 Extendad RAM
13MP 5000
Tripla Al Camara mah Battary
Dual 4G SMP
5iM Slots Front Camera
Mediatek Fingerprint
Helin G25 Security
Oppo A17
Rs. 36,999
5

66N 160.8 x 78.1 x 7.7 mm

Display 6.56

Front Camera SMFP Rare
Camera 50MP+2MP

so00ma

\U5gsla’| RAMAROM 4GB + 64GB

-

Camera

™ | Carlcars
ﬂ} Service

P il B Lot For s

SeY
I@ Clear Imaging

Stories Uncovered

Helio 91 | 90Hz 446" | 356+14GE%s0s | Color Chonging

+] 6TWturbocharging  200MP 015 camers

@

Redmi Note 13 Pro

Every shot iconic

12GB2512G8 | Rs.B4,999
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Realme 9 Pro Plus

Rs. 59,999 Realme 7 Pro
g Rs. 49,999
B ™,
Chipsel: Mediatek Dimensity 320, CPLU: Chipset: Qualcomm SMT125 Snapdragan
Oecla-core (2.5 GHz Cortex T20G {8 nm), CPU: Octa-care [2x 2.3
-ATE & Bl 0 GHz Corlex-A5S) Live GHe Krya 465 Gokd + 6 x 1.8 GHr Kryo 465 Siver)
B.4" Super AMOLED 6.4 Inches Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen Spiay Cape e Tniickrreen
FWEES[-‘P-E‘*-@“}#WM Front: 32 MP, Maln: Cuad Camera 54 MP
¢ BELEA LIy Wt THe = 8.8, 26men [wide), 1/1.72", POAF + & M,
V56" POKF. 18 + 8P .3 S SEWEIEN 13, 16mm [ahawida), 160"+ 2MP
{uuheerwie), 14.0° + 2 MP. K24, (manr) /2.4, [macrn] + 2 MR /2.4, {degth],
e 4500 mah
4500 mAh Baﬁw (Li-Pa Non removable)
RaM BGE ROM 128 GB m RAM & ROM 8GE + 128GB
e LY A

RRP.17,999 NOKIA

Nokia C21

All-day battery life'

'] . ' AN II 2 years of security updates’
AO 5 s e \ il Big and bright display

AWESDODME SERIES

64GB+8GB*

4+4GEB Extended RAM

trust |

Type-C Charger
4000mah Battery

6.6" HD+

Waterdrop Display
o @
AR AMP PAM OB
FAONT SHF BOH Sul
BEEEE 5 = Wsiccotel b = o @ @ ADVANCETELECOM @ www.advancetelecom.com.pk

_l.

O

RRP. 32,

£G1

Superpowered

Nokia C31 Ciiviare

The big move

trust it 20ME

The right kind of cameara

Knowing you are in For any shat
safe hands

Camera from Google
6.7” (17.01cm) HD+ display
3-day battery life*

Ad free OS experience** > : 8 M P

4 GB RAM / 64 GB Storage Selfie Camera

Deeply know your beouty.

& @ & / ADVANCETELECOM @ www advancetelecam.com,pk B v o Wsiccolel
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4

2

.

= @
Flare> £

siage puijs s — .4
Dcode Cygnal 3 Pro Dcode Bold 3 Pro
Rs:24,499 Rs:42,999
™ I
Chipset: Mediatek Helio G37, T, Chipset: MediaTek Helio
CPU: 2.3 Ghz Octa Core sl G99, CPU: 2.3Ghz Octa Core
i - 6.52 Inches IP5 LCD : 6.7 Inches AMOLED
Display Capatitive Touchscreen Display Capacitive Touchscreen
- Front: 8 MP, Main: ; Front: 16 MP,
Camera 13MP Triple Camera Main: 50 MP Triple Camera
B ! u ; 5000 mAh B T 5000 mah
{Li-lon Non removable) {Li-Po Non removable)
M‘amar_y RAM 4GE ROM 128GEB Mﬂml'y RAM BGE ROM 128GB
A A

TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO
PKR. 40,999/-

678" IP5 LCD

o
E

Front Camerg: 32MP

TECNO SPARK 20C
PKR. 24,999/-

65" IPS LCD

Front Camera: 8MP

———
m Rear Camera: S50MP
\——

Wy Rear Camera: 108MP
8GB Rom+128GB ROM
; + R
| Memory™ n s it (4GB+4GB Extended)
Lol el 33w, Super Charge 18W, Fast Charge
|lii' 5000mAh m 5000mAh
G'FIVE
o O T T S VR R Sl - @
Redmi 13C

CHHOLOGY

=
=
:O
-0
-
2

MEW LEVELC

2%

L3

oAk BATTERY

siM 30

S07T5 ik

FOWER

] SPEAKERS

I ‘-.II @ = :1|:--.v._:=1-: :
e DISFLAY  SHART
i 18" H
o0

G'FIVE

i ‘:l B | MMERSE
T YOURSELF
i 2 IN A WORLD OF

CRYSTAL CLEAR
SOUND

Smooth 6.74" 90Hz Display E]

[l
L

SOMP Al triple camera
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G'FIVE

EMANT FPHOM

IMMERSE YOUTSELE [N & WOR Honor X9a
CRYSTAL CLEAR SOUND Rs. 129,999

MUSIC 300

SIM 3000

SL0TS mah

POWER
SPEAKERS

JCk kUGS

F— Chipset: Quakomm SMEITS Snagdragen

. Processor £85 5G (& nm] , CPU: Octa-core (2% 22
STAY TUNED WiTH US e Hz ryo €60 Gold + 6 x 1.7 GHa Knyo B60 Siker}
COMING SOON | i } oAl BATTERY s

B6.67 Inches AMOLED

Capacitive Touchscreen
DISFLAY  BMART
]
K
INCHES  CAMERA

Fromt: 16 MP, Main; Triple
Caenera 62 MP, 118, [wide),
POWF + 5 MP, /2.2, (ulrawide)
+ 2 0, 2.4, \macro),

Fid R&DID

BLUETOOTH

COHNECTIVITY

4500mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

FOLLAW US ol

VC0] RAMBGB ROM 128GB
0000

W W GF YRR AN IR TA N, com

Samsung Galaxy Al14
Rs. 56,999

Octa-core (4 x 2.0 GHz
Cortex-A55+4 x 2.0
GHz Cortex-A55)

3 6.6 PLS LCD Capacitive
'J.'.aﬂ'*‘?' Touchscrean, 16M Colors, Multitouch

Main : Triple Camera: 50 MS, /1.8
|, wide), PDAF + 5 MR /2.2, (ultrawide)

LA (Li-Po Non removable),

=
L inovilelecarm. oo gk En
4
Samsung Galaxy A04 < |
Rs. 31,499 i‘_{
N 8
i =
PR Chipset: MediaTek Halio, CPU: g |
Processor s {4%23CGHz+4x18GHz)
|
"o, 6.5 Inches PLS LCD
Dlﬂplﬂy Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: 5 MP, Back: Dual I
Camera Camera 50 MF, /1.8,
(wide), AF + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth),
= 5000maAhn
Battery {Li-Po Non removable)
Effortless Power, Efficient Performance
200\ wireless charge RAM 3GB
ROM 32GB
= 2R a wevrLinevitelecom. eotn_pk % J
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Infinix Note 40 @

Redmi Note 13 Pro

Every shot iconic

Chipset: Mediatek Hello G99
Ultimate, CPU: Octa-core {2x2.2 BGOELISAGE R5.69,999

GHz Cortax-ATS & 6.0 GHz Corten-AS5)

_T ETWturbo charging | 200MP OIS camara

¥ 6,78 Inches, AMOLED,
BACSV  120Hz, 1300 nits (peak)

Front: 32 MP, , Main: Triple
(@10 =T =l 108 MP £/1.9, wide), 1/1.52", PDAF
1 ME 2.4, 3rd unspecified camena

5000 mAh
Battery (nen removable)

Mﬂﬂ"lﬂl'}' RAM 8GEB ROM 256GB

=
@ Infinix Hot 40
Redmi Note 13
Every shot iconic

Chipset: Mediatek MTG769H

Hefio GEE [12nm|, CPU: Octa-core
BGE4ISAGE | Re.54,999 Processor {2% 2.0 GHz Cortex-ATS
+6x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)
120Hz AMOLED display 108MP triple camera

: 6.78 Inches, IFS LCD,

Display 90Hz, 500 nits (peak)
Front: 32 MP. Main: Triple Camera 50 MF,

/1.6, (wide), AF + 2 M, /2.4,
{macro) « (.08 MF, [auxiliary lens)
5000mAh
Eattery {Mon removable)
MEH’!DT}' RAM BGE ROM 256GB
A
VGO TEL /6
NEW

Vibrant Visuals Everywhere

6.517" HD+ IPS B4GEB + 4GB | 13MP 5000mAh
‘Waterdrop Display Up to BGE Extended Fam THphe &l Bear Carmera Powerful Battery

s
[3)
c
=3
m©
i
=
@
=

24" Auto Call VGA Camera Dual Dynemic 1750
Dispisy  Fecordar with Flash Nano SIM Sposker  mah Battery
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO PLUS
PKR. 51,999/-

- .-i'I-:;‘~rn'.-" 678" AMOLED 120Hz

Front Camera: 32MP

m Rear Camera: 108MP
{0 16GB Ram+256GB ROM

Wil (8GB+8GB Extended)

W 33W, Super Charge

Uhalally 5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO SPARK GO 2024
PKR. 21,99%/-

66" F0Hz

Front Camera: 8MP
Rear Camera: 13MP

BGB Ram+44GE ROM

Wl (4GB+4GB Exfended)

10W, Charge (Type-c)

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 (LOEWE)

PKR. 4999%/-

678" AMOLED 120Hz

Front: 50MP
Rear: 50MP

B8GB Ram+254GE ROM
(BGR+BGR extended)

JOW, Ultra Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G
PKR. 99.990/-

b
- ¢
mp>
"2
O
m

678" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: S0MP

S00F (D15 Sory IMIBsD
Re‘]r: Sensor + SOMP LW-2ZMP

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

LS 70w, Ulira Charge

5000mAhR

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PREMIER 5G
PKR. 158,999/~

678" AMOLED 144Hz

[ Display" |
o. .. Front: 50MP
Wbl Rear: 3%y e oo
S 12GB Rome512GB ROM
Ll (2GBI2GB exiended)

CAFCTITRED

JOW, Ulira Charge

L soooman

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30
PKR. 57.999/-

678" AMOLED 120Hz

Front: 50MP
Rear: 50MP

12GB Ram#256GB ROM
(12GB+12GE extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh
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- |
Import Data Smisrt Phones (Imgorter Wise)
Arand
FUTLAE TECH | APFLE 50 135,233
| MECROTEL TRADING APPLE
AMORG MOBILE [PYT.) LIMITED APPLE
TSRAART TECHNOLDGIES APPLE
LEALNG EDGE FAKISTAN (FRIVATE] LIMITED AFPLE e 939,352
MYSHA CNTERPRISES | APPLE
_NAVVAR ENTERPRISES APPLE son 138400
_YELLOSTOMNE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIBITED APPLE
M_mi.‘f'jm APPLE — S
CORETECH | ARPLE as2 2FzAaln
AOCKERS TRADING APPLE
| S-A-0 COMMLUINICATION APFLE
RO BACHRILE [PRIVATE) LIMTTED :PN-"
| B, FARISTAMN PRLE
SCHLURMBERSGER SEACD BN || APPLE
LS COMMUNICATION APPLE
| P1ck m savE - APPLD a1 160,034
| ELAROTEL TRADING APFLE
| al-BARKAT SYSTEMS AFFLE
HEAVEM TECHMNOLOEIES 1 APPLE
| SICCOTEL TRADMNG AFPLE T I3, 734
| .5, TELECOM {PRIVATE) LIBAITED ALLCALL
| PICK M SAVE AQULIE
| PFREMIER CODRE [FRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE D006 SEE. 00
SWIFT 12 SOLLITIINS YT LTD | OIGIT 4
| ENPERT TECH SOLUTIONS DooGee
| FORTLINE (PRIVATE) LIMITED DODGEE
A, 5, TELECOM (FRIVATE] LIRITE ETEL
| FOLE ! LOGY (PRIVATE] LIMITED HELLD MOEILE
B0V TECH ROLOE IES || HOFROm
ACTION PADBILE INFIRL
| 1MOWI TELECOM (PUT.| LIMTTED 1NN 220,205 20,309,737
| TEMITH ENTERPRISE (L 12 [E]
&) 8 21500
SICCOTEL TRADING | INFIrLR 2,000 186,020
 MORICELL (PRIVATEj LIMITER INEINIE 1,000 15,000
TRANSSION TECND ELECTRONIES [PRIVATE) LINITED NEINI 160,000 1z,30n,8%4
“ASIF ASOCIATE NI
“RAJS. C REGHT MOBILE PFINE
ADVANCE TELECOM [PVT.) LIMITED | ITEL
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.} LINITED L 2 1es
ITEL
_____ L
 TRANSSION TECNG ELECTRON reL 22,000 PRTTRL I
SICCOTEL TRADING | ITEL
| ¥OLUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIBAITED: KXD
“PREPAIER CODE [PRIVATE] LIMITED HOOREE 1 [T
YOG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED ME MOBILE
“AGA KHAN HOSFTAL AND MEDICAL COLLEGE FOLUNDATION PACTORELA
TECH SIRAT [PRIVATE] LIBMITED | MOTOROLA
 FORTLINE (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA 180 14,280
A,
NOKIA
NOKIA
UNITED MATION | MO
TECHO PACK FLECTROMICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED WO
PO AR
| WO 5TARS ELECTROMIES MO BARE
SICCOTEL TRADING MO MANME a B0
EUROTEL TRADING I O MANE
PIOCMTEVE LT
SICCOTEL TECHMNOLOGY [PRIVATE] LIMITED. MO BARE
S 0 CORPILIMICATICM M MARE
TEMENT TECH (PILIVATE] LINITED orro 51800 SE73E00
PICK M SAVE | orFo
| 5A.0 COMMUNICATION oPPO
WAQAS TRADERE. oFFQ
IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED arPo
ENERCON TECHMOLDGIES (FRIVATE) LIMITED O MOILE
UNITED COMMUNICATION {PVT.) LINITED | 0 MOBILE z 120
| ENERT TECH (PRIVATE) LINSITED ROALME 190,411 14,922,700
ACTION RMADRILE REALMME
_Mlcrote] Trading REALIME
SUNTON MOBILE TECH [PRIVATE] LIBITED MEALME
SICCOTEL TRADING REALME
| LOGISTICS PROPTL 1 REALME > 1,200
FICK M SAVE REALME
5.8.00 COMNUNICATION KEALME
ASIF ASOCIATE BARSUNG
SAMSUNG EC PANISTAN [PRIVATE] LIMITED | SAMSLING 13 11,700
| GLOMAL CLSTOMER CART [PRIVATE] LIMITED SABSLNG
HOHOE & SCHWART FAKIETAMN [PYT.] LINITED SABAGLING
LLICKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG Be.z35 33438480 |
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS SAMSUNG
SAMAA TRADERS ; | SAMSUNG
MULLER B FHIPFS (PAKISTAN) [PRIVATE] LIMITED SAMSUNG
PACIRICELL [FRIVATE] LIMITED BARSLIFG
GNEXT SOLUTHIMS [FROVATE) LIBMITED SARSLIRG
CEIT1 TECHNOLOGIES [PV ATE] LIMITED SAMSUNG
FURDTEL TRADING | SAMSLING
| WOLNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED 50 MOTILE
E ) RICCOTEL TRAGING SHARF
m ALTHOMN MOBILE TECHC
A iR LiNK COMBRICATION LTD TEEND PT srar.aan
g m ALPMA CMETWWCHRK [PRIVATE) LINITED | TECND
0 H | ADVANCE TELECOM [FUT.} LIMITED TECHD a0 115,300
RAICROTEL TRADIMG TECRSCH
:_ﬂ 8  TRAMSSION TECAMD ELECTROMNIES (PRIVATE] LIMITED TECMD 137 500 12,491,083 |
TECHD
hf‘; < I TECHD
TECNG 20 1090
| a - TEEND 5 1azs
- ™ v AdE, 000 FERITC T I
mis (S5H TELECOM [SME-PRIVATE] LIMITED VGOTEL 20,000 L5H0,188
z L] CARLCARE SERVICE (PWT.| LIMITED. | VILLADN
(] :; INOVI TELECOR [PVT. VILLAGN 20,000 41,008
HAATERAL
m RAICHOTEL TRADING HAACH
e CALLDA SHIPTING & LOGISTICS KIADH
4 F CUROTEL TRADING 1 WACH
CORETECH MIACHNN B35 165,008
_DDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONE AL ] -
BACHA
GM TRADERS: | KA
| SELECT TECHNOLOGIS [FRIVATE) LINITED WA 259,902 16,B17,565
LIMITED CORTALIMICATIOM [FWT.] LIRITEDR X RAORILE
* | DEFLOY [I/T.) LIMITED X MOBILE 20,140 1381070
EEEEER 1 b .
h UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.] LIMITED Te
APPLE 2EET L0098, 850
Qo |
AQLOS
m LT B,006 AGE, 7O
ARTIBA RLEERARE
AT,008 ALTO3SAS
1 1 1
AR BADRILE
PMCTGROLA 150 [TET
MoK
MO MAMT I a o0
_oreo 51,800 sevas00
L MORILE E 130
L 190,418 14,333,956
A
SAMSUNG | am,2a8 22.480,140
50 MDDILE
TEcmo 07,906 18,015 7RT
Ve 36,010 28,714,814
VGOTEL | 40,000 2,580,198
* MACEILE 20140 1,241,070
MIADIRAI 260,580 16,703,800
ZEERER 1 N
ETE i
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MANAGEMENT - PAYMENT BOYCOTY

The residents of Bahria Town Islamabad/Rawalping are being treated s its
sulbpects by the Bshria Town {Pyt] Limited — 3 private lirnited company which is
o record to have been invalved in corrupt practices of land grahbing |parks,
Braveyards, forests, rivers, shamlat and private band), pony schemes, vickstion
of layout plans, defrauding plot allottess and excessive service and eleciricity
charges withaut any regard to the regulatoey derisens and applicable Taws
Exgreise of regulatory and lacal gavernment functions by BTFL has become :;

norm. BTPL's t decition lieated vide tireular

i A i .
Y - - = = ' & A ' [ - |- & i e 5
-xg:.*),.-'..._.ﬁi.’.ﬁ.L'P’J-‘g J.{Jfﬂﬂr(dﬂﬂ..‘.-wﬂ,ﬂfj.'_,l‘tF_}z,.l,'j.:L}"r!C{| ..'.‘.ay.fL}*#’pﬁf,:ﬁfd‘;_rl_flifu:"%;-@m :J/Jf&-(d)hﬂﬂdfé!gﬂtﬁ'u@hf
g ol 1t phee State and B8 Functinmaiies, ¢ Su e s ]
.**fLJ,:,I;" e 1I,||nl. e e |l|.-.|':l ;":I I LTI '|I|I [] indarrental riging LETTER FRDS THE RESIDENTS OF BAAHRIA TOWN
S are ol Bundamental sighis are 1) SLAMABAD - RAWALPINDI
— esponsibility of the State mﬂ-ﬂﬂlhﬂmun_rhr_rﬂhu Fumnetiong en ks :; K
I il g fom s b 2R P s b 22019 1.0 ilve Stata is vequired 1o ack in accordance with (he Principle; o een A S i
- ot R{,_.,,....J\;'»J.P.lm_.r.__,.-EJ..a' s Eir s 6 Mmmﬂllwﬂ!&tmﬂm; 505 APPEAL

E T BY BAHRIA

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

| »2024u7



W LIEFL ST A LI

VTGV - LI sl SIS LS50l 7888 ULl a1k 22023

. i
Flost e by T Sl by ot F:".*i &

FEJerfd L1926 17510

oL b STURE R s i S

;Jﬁdﬁ&%ﬁ_ﬁﬁa&%'é'”? &&Jaﬁ'g
Sl 71U U™ B0 7 Stal =ty
.|_-J|.§;L:J.+F_1ul dl. d.’s LT J.L'JJ/:: rxu’g"-

P SLb G 1#:,2024-25 0%

b P Sl e
T H.T;j’uf ;_,";:.J?'_ LY D;;r‘l.fl:.
L/ etric koo dn T2 o

I"LE" FL; ",.J_:l*...f_ S'f.- Lf L L,?.u:- Iyt E’c,”ji
- i_.'f_lr.! .,.;—';é.ﬁ Llif'i%’u-’li :rg_,?u iy U"
Fud ek Liidl e ent kb
et/ ee upfd Lifle
A §1 e it £ v2000- 2 st gl T
kiU . e Fe
L,G'le;.:.i il Jl_ﬂfﬂxﬁﬁliﬁtﬁfw
J.j:fr'w L;ﬁ:"c_.ud/u}':';;hgu%ﬁfi."‘
{,‘i'“b“i_f;%f; (e Etd. J,;-.f:’: ._*.u’?LrUp"J}
UPKL e Vo 6 s 216
-
2ttt &b B2 i f
&?.gfdﬂ;"’r_l. L& S Jﬂwgﬁ:xﬂ?ﬁ]
=l ;L‘é‘bh‘{jl’l Jvf“._i. P Lj}“:;uﬁ’
el Sﬁffu: bosle .:.-J:,.»""Jf;_.r’f
IPRVATN Y W A T e

R Y S
e le LS ST AU
-qu-f@z—ﬂ-.-f'fa,'fzﬂ@';!ﬁfﬂdbﬁ

ol et l S oot A E 5 G el
L Lfrlsl.;l/g':xs.' D:Ié'.;.::;sﬁ éi»—'_ﬁ-
dad o S (¥ p b atiid
-rfﬁ’u.f'--:-ij%f- st iFfid £ 8
L I“LE-"AI r“"fj_. L,Eu L,l'l..r}.;..: .!i.,.’: u{_fﬂ; =5
_-i:"..fau{fw-r_ LSl ULl
= Uy .:"...-Iﬁ‘lafl.i:.u"l'.; ;?Jrfr.g_. J.ff Lﬁfl
=i bTens l,f"w-' 55’:“:"" e tr b
bl Al e $ e S alies
G 520242505 o 6Tz
Jf:ﬁ_r"'n.:--‘.!;; Ll _ﬁ,?_ :’(;"lu u: J

G A e G
L PITIV -FL_;./'T&[. Uﬁ’@g’qﬁ e
JF|.-Jﬁ-;d;‘{zd’uﬁgzh.rﬁf_:wifgw
Ld LrT.:.-LHr-LFh"{'ﬁ Jﬁi_-_ !"LE.l'u: L,Ef«-z"_
fu“lg,'gl.% J.ﬁ/’f J.«fu!_rﬁu:r.;.fmg_!ég

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

P A E g
degeaies e deas2s
A e L LV kg Bl 2 2
SEIGIL Aol £ L =
u.f;LﬁlLﬁi"_.LT&L—-&uh;ﬁé:d”‘;ﬁ;y
iy

Lid Znpsay Lt 1980
- 250047 ...g.w,:- E;T:L;’i,..l,r':" d/‘:‘{
b 1980 JEs g SIS
fForiay e PP L0116 141714
ﬁl,g)::l.s"—r'_ M504 .Tp.‘c,'gﬁ J:’:' i
17U20156,1980.¢ uda s & H1,
oy B ,C'ré.r Ll Lo1/1833.1%
_FouF 413,768

S J Lo\ Bl e S Ly
Sner oL L tpie Js
Ky T L L gl i P
g AAL e A o Al
L,’I’p’f;;h;uﬂ ,_};,:f,f:-ré_,f; Jlﬁ ..I:r’-w'JJ:g:
_Bw t?; b d{.f?-'ou_f_l.# ;ﬁjV/‘fjjf+ |=-"dr§_.:'?‘:-.J
Jﬁ.‘duré{i LA S s d Li';laz.uh:i
J’{':'.’;_.E E.: = AErslt Uf."-"l st J-u':f
IS UF o L7 T
SUaf =Y Ayt sy
&l “A [, :\";.J-IF'U"FDI'??. .:-Jjﬂur
- ot Ui S8

a1 LU A o e Ul ol far i
'-;‘Euﬁr'-‘ _i L L .:Ag'jl UVJGJJJ L
f:-u :'U"Eu-'—-ﬂ".;i i u:ﬁu: 1 {.JJ::ﬁ L J.Ljrﬂ
d;; (sl s&l.. Vil J{A_wg}.‘?‘u-‘ i_.fr‘f!f;
W L/:*Uﬂ:-ﬁ};hh:[;’cﬁsy;gf_éi. b
SrSL e Sl vgnn
L1980, 4L Jo el

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

U4

Seluifsete Ll et uide
Vg P b e B
Ui slds Ll e o1 EH Ll
L';!;_-Jl:fi =Jv 25:-"}(-;'_ r)}uF_*._f: KUl
Lo yabidicmdvidies
kA e W g s o7 Ol
uﬁ’;{Llerg.ﬁiﬂﬂé.;.dPEEﬁf
LRI -NSRL b Py e S SRS -
s S-S S 6 Lif"ir?!;_ gl
a8l map P Tt
;-;'::_ Lk \,';Hu:‘.'};;}sj;s u‘fmlu’”gﬁﬁlfw‘f_
—Eemr

EEe APl Ly pf A
L"J‘-:l.grul-'/}l';T:.- ;,.a’;:.-g.. L2 GBQJL';;'?
Lyl pA§TL sl ile
0l A G B E S SR K s
=5 U;H’ywi A ol ! [‘-” :;TL;
1L 520000 Foup e sdr s
eLve r‘lz',:{ e fietl ot il
ASE R S g E L Uihe 2
u'ﬁ*ﬁiﬂifdﬁﬁﬁukﬁx_ﬁ;}fm
Lf-"{-:g J*-’F,-_,t.-i‘/iul .::'wf.; PR Y o
_ﬂf!jg{f_é'[ﬂléf] @L'-"i:i St L
I pa L B Lt A
AU e Ay rouifiered (o
L& LS 2001

el L_,n:;u:{._gg.i_rfréhfmé
b w&gﬁ)ﬂfuﬁ ednd nig .;,’Fiﬁ
e 21 ETe526 6 ie +2000
AT T T (B A "
2l Lo i¥ur) bp e S
LK WosW S0 Sl i S P
.;,.{’(‘;L&:JI J’J:f.’ﬁ;{jﬂ_.ngﬂ g L,'rfu;li:.;
Lelbo Pl o floo B fife wlis
e ol i

Se §hi st S due T
tag g S E B ESTL L7 L
RALE AL E Sl 1L

| +202402




b F Z o
Utz HBE 2 LT WS St/
LS Gri AFV NN K P\ e Lo 1 b e | e d U e PRl G
LU PR L AR AT B F g SR LN STIDSIL e e e st
S l:rLgJ:fq..";I:_ (T f;j_ny::{ o t.ﬁ%_ Sl Jﬁuk e L«"ru: oy Lf.'l-{ S i Ylbl ()
UL b Bl S S S e S o i flak L Ui 20 i B2,
L3I 5l st F il S0 2 e PR s BT UKL 2 i b St Pt p B i
e Gl S AR L Lot e a2 S B s e PR,
PEALL Ui UK R o S0 LD SatFpinaf E Ui SR rFa e (ot sl
St b td ) o td st L o L i iy Pl be L n L o st ot
e Bt d Lot & kb Ser e Bnhe snfGd Ll S liify LS
B (SN SR S S5t 3 S sl S PR LS i $e1Fy g i L g P o
e Fnld g B J T eb S Bt L SPGB | e PSR bt Ui Ul AL e M S
LUV et d Losnl un ity nc Sas Bt A UV im0 Lo S st
b AR AP, Fe qurkl b 2I U oub e TSy
Hp Bt SLL e e L2018 L S pieTurd e m L LISl Uil &
LU e pfalbnl e T L P3RS 5 Pt F e $u /6L L8 S I fnan®
SN Fe e S e i 3o T Soerfe P it
JEra LB pn ¥y EOPEG M st S (Warfe L ipL i Gl umFal AL sz 5L
& LS P17 AT M e Srena W e L L L ST U ML L vg e
LBtk & TomiKi IS &L 2 PSS s L S b A LeE L L
=1L 1202402018 LALLM UALAS oS & st Sog B G & e 1ufie (o)
AUt dsy A sl ot EE/T_-'-;;)}.. P < (REW N 10 LJF‘f',ij-':ru:';'dfu‘f‘ s /*C._,;gm}r.«i JHal
("F,’Efféj.’ Slelbl L-El! U u@érfﬁ Ve i sl L,L#?.;..:.;(,;.Jm'-;,ﬁ %J‘-Jﬁfﬁ
$eslanet Gk Aol 2ogtlcd o P Jensitd g S b S Lﬂjks’g_lrrfﬁfzf iy
(Ut S e RS L AL S e e P S al e G
et L e S SIS 3 Lt L A St A 2 S 3B 2 S b
e S Gropve Ul SIS dbarfe pit B uind b s fo e Gof &L
POk o bB1AL g us H‘uc,..-. Withdind TSty s S Ot Sl i Nl £
o ling ._J,fol,ﬁ MG B sl ufu,l?ﬂ.;'..f.i_/f il usel Jadmie ;,Fyr:e?wxﬁ.;’)‘f.f f.ﬂ-{.k:
& LS Pl ey Te Lt (S tF PR U b s LR Z L5
S e il pfiedNd L8 Selfii il Fod S UEE i albar SF kA
NIl pe Tl Satbe o phpt Lty L/ M S ormeEun G m AT Hanbust
SATLN Z5 forn S 2§21 13 - S b e Fis e S S St S
24 PO FURLEL crue SIS gyl 2 Ho S e eSS Ui b
LS VR B o NS S8 e st o SR S e B A

et O LIS e Aot ier Gl A 2 Byl

el

& TP TPl N1

LPL Ut L it A

e Fn Sty

2 ilo aF K a3y 21 G0

Sl st Ik 32l g 0T
FOGIJ6E Sk

i iu S Samp g Tl 1Sl Soals 24y
e STHURIGAY Bty aFie U
BTN IV NP Tl 4

t8e o i L
AT P grmet ST
FAp o

e T drusie dus s K gt
LAGP

P

e

—ti L;'Jl:’

L[’éﬁg@f—JVZBﬁ}’i):@bfg
J@ﬂ’q’({ LJIJu é‘:; :;(L%: : Za

ST 1 S K6 03 S
e So$r=sh JJJ‘:”{L}
LS LS ironiy 2

0321 -5A97 777

Flat No 200/14,First Floor Tarig
Block Garden Town Lahore.

.

b

¥l S Flare o B Sy A ety F e Subl < 12022

< 21500

e -,
ol o : P Y
QureaiiceZel 2 ul

1.»7_.{_ bsle "erJLt;&g"uﬂuﬁﬂﬁ/?gi{ Jij;JJJ{ Jg,fjﬁ'ﬂ’c’:. O+
;‘__f:_,"'_@p‘, - r‘?d. & .i.u/’é!,t;,ﬁmﬁjul }/:g-.‘;rF{ = a0l UJ
flare.pk

flare.mag@gmail.com flarurdu.com _ g

..."'.-g..'fl“r' & I8
15000

. r';-;i i J-‘i;'

| . e b
s~ 23




Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ral n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Taleeammiimcahen Lit:

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777




Lo ot 9 Q s

Free download:flare.pk '-F facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial . twitter.com/flaremagazinepk #2024 5

/. Y : Il
B @R il s
‘ ]

. a %%JJQW/E{MJU’L#LJ’&GJ&

.‘11"" J;uffi’b?b"ifaw;lﬁlrg
ﬁ: u*ijwu/q_wf

, P




Redmi 13 Cem | (@D

@ » »

Redmi Note 13 Pro (8GB-256GB)
@ Optic Fusion
67W turbo charging with 5000mAh

Redmi Note 13 Pro
(12GB-512GB)

Flagship-level display

() 120Hz FHD+ AMOLED display F F 7 T A M ﬁi ﬁ m'a‘qi

(% IP54 Water Resistant



Vivo V30e
Delight in Every Portrait

Zg/ctézfc;o

*Advertising creativity. Please refer to the actual product for details and configurations.
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