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Reduce

the cost of
clectricity as it
IS a necessity,
not a luxury

High electricity tariffs are the burning issue in Pakistan at the
moment and the government is in a fix to provide any relief to the
people. The commitment given to the IMF about jacking up the
electricity rates appears a part of the government’s constraints to
provide relief on electricity bills to the poor. However, more than
that are luxuries of consuming free electricity units up to thousands
by lakhs of officials, Wapda and employees of the power distribution
companies, politicians and the people related to them. The irrational
and anti-state agreements reached with the Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) at different points in time in the past are irritating
for the people while the free electricity to a section of people is
adding to their agony and fury after they are paying heavy electricity
bills even selling out their assets.

The average citizens in the country have been pushed into poverty
by the government’s decision to steadily increase electricity prices.
The ineffective government has raised electricity prices by almost
200% and continues to burden the people with high costs. Despite
protests from trade bodies, chambers, industrialists, and businessmen,
the government has ignored their concerns, putting their businesses
at risk of closure. In response to the unjust electricity tariffs, Jamaat-
i-Islami has launched a nationwide campaign to demand a reduction
in electricity prices and terminate agreements with Independent
Power Producers (IPPs).

The government is obligated to provide essential goods like
electricity, gas, and water at reasonable prices to the people, but high
taxes have made it difficult for the middle and lower-middle class to
afford these necessities.

Universally, the governments make policies and decisions which
benefit the masses to get them out of the impoverished state. But in
Pakistan, policies and decisions always go to the advantage of the
rich and elite class which today, has resulted in a huge gap between
the haves and have-nots. It is also a pity that whether inflation or
foreign loans, the poor have been bearing their brunt while the people
in power only look for their pecuniary interests, facilities and luxuries
while deciding their fate through agreements and negotiations for
loans.

Electricity is a necessity, not a luxury and the government's
perception of it as a luxury is misguided. The JI Emir has criticized
the government for giving in to IPPs since 1994 and called for a review
of the agreements with power producers, accusing the government of
empowering the IPPs. He questioned why the poor population of
Pakistan should bear the burden of capacity charges and described
the agreements as anti-state.
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EDITOR

Looking for affordable electricity,
not bikes

As a concerned student of journalism, I feel compelled to
highlight the critical issue of the electricity crisis in Pakistan.
Despite promises made by both PML-N and PPP to provide
free, or electricity at affordable tariffs to households consuming
below 300 units. nothing has been done to provide relief to the
poor. Instead, people are suffering the scourge of severe long
hours of electricity outages and hefty bills. The government is
focusing on various development projects and I believe, our
priorities need reassessment.

Recently, the Chief Minister of Punjab Maryam Nawaz initiated
a scheme to distribute 20,000 petrol-powered bikes. While the
intention behind this scheme may be good, it overlooks critical
environmental and economic concerns. The 20,000 new bikes
on the road will inevitably increase environmental pollution,
which is already a significant issue in Pakistan. Additionally, the
use of petrol for these bikes will further burden our economy,
as fuel is a major import.

I propose an alternative approach: instead of investing in petrol
bikes, why not invest in solar panel projects? By sponsoring
interest-free, installment-based solar panel systems for the
same number of people, we could benefit 20,000 families,
not just individuals. This would alleviate the burden of high
electricity bills, reduce shortages, and support the national grid
by mitigating electricity theft.

This strategy would not only address the immediate electricity
crisis but also contribute fo long-term environmental
sustainability and economic stability. I urge the authorities to
consider this viable alternative for the betterment of our nation.

Haris Igbal, Lahore

Dowry Is a social issue spreading
rapidly

I would like to draw attention to the increasing dowry system
in every part of Pakistan. Dowry is a social disease spreading
rapidly. Dowry means household goods and property brought
by a bride with her when she marries. The dowry system has
become a business for some castes, burdening the bride’s
family. Many times, if the demand is not met, the marriage is
suddenly cancelled.

Many cases of brides being physically and emotionally
tortured for not bringing enough dowry have come up. Some
brides turn to their families to meet their in-laws’ demands,
while others end their lives to escape the torture. Everyone
speaks about and progresses women’s rights, saying ‘Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao,’ but even after achieving everything, a
girl cannot escape the shackles of dowry.

It is time for the government of Pakistan to take strict action
to stop this evil practice and strictly implement the anti-
dowry law. The government should also arrange campaigns
to create awareness about the harmful effects of the dowry
system and promote alternative wedding traditions.

Asifa Kiran, Karachi

Govt luxuries on public money
remain unabated

Bad tax policies have historically curbed economic growth

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

and development. Rather than carefully developing such
policies with an adequate legal basis, the hunger for revenue
leads to more and more tax measures being added without
considering their consequences for the economy. Recognising
the weakness of tax administration, withholding income
taxes have been applied to all manner of transactions such
as utility bills, school fees, bank fransactions, and telephone
bills. Businesses, utilities, banks, and even schools have
become tax collection agencies, adding to their costs of
doing business.

Unfortunately, in Pakistan, successive governments have
used taxes as a tool to extort as much as possible from the
masses for their comforts and luxuries. By resorting to
repressive tax laws, they have been making the rich richer
and the poor poorer, stifling growth, and discouraging
business transactions through complex laws and cumbersome
procedures. Our financial managers are caught in a dilemma.
On one hand, there is mounting pressure to reduce the fiscal
deficit through improved collections, and on the other,
they are not ready to abolish numerous tax exemptions
and concessions available to the rich and powerful. In our
fiscal woes, there is also criminal culpability of IMF bosses
who pressure our economic managers to follow their faulty
prescriptions. They advocate for more regressive taxes and
do not care if the federal government raises the sales tax rate,
knowing that such actions burden the poor and constitute
open violations of Articles 77 and 162 of the Constitution of
Pakistan. In their countries, they talk about the rule of law,
but in Pakistan, they ignore our supreme law.

Shafi Ahmed Khowaja, Hyderabad

Fake medicines units

There are 3,000 fake medicine manufacturing companies
or factories in Pakistan, operating in all provinces and
using cheap materials smuggled from India, China, and
other countries. These factories are linked to large hospitals
owned by the same manufacturer individuals, making
money at the expense of patients’ lives.

A strong campaign is needed to combat this issue. Politicians
often seek medical treatment abroad due to what they say,
poor healthcare system and spurious medicines. I urge the
Army Chief and Prime Minister of Pakistan to address this
serious issue to eliminate the culprits by awarding them the
most stringent punishment up to the capital sentenence.

Shakiv H Shamim, Skardu

EOBI retirees struggling

The recent federal budget has stipulated a 15 per cent
increase in the pension of all retired government employees.
However, the government has ignored the pensioners
registered with the Employees’ Old-Age Benefit Institution
(EOBI). Are they not Pakistani citizens? Are they not facing
the impact of horrible inflation in the country?

At present, EOBI pensioners receive merely Rs10,000
per month, which is simply not enough. A family cannot
be supported with this amount. The relevant offices in
Islamabad should take notice of the issue and announce a
decent increase for all EOBI pensioners.

Muhammad Rafi, Islamabad

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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amina Fazil, founder and president of the

Islamabad Women's Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry (IWCCI), said there is

increasing anxiety among the people over
exorbitant electricity bills. The public anger over
electricity bills can erupt like a volcano at any time,
which will be very difficult for the authorities to
handle, she added.

She stated that since IPPs have become a threat
to the country’s security, the government should re-
solve this issue without further delay in the public
interest.

Speaking at a meeting of women entrepreneurs,
Samina Fazil asserted that the presence of corrupt
IPPs hindered economic growth forcing an inordi-
nate increase in power tariff and denying relief to
the masses.

If we don't address the growing public discon-
tent over electricity bills, she warned, the masses
may go violent. Samina Fazil said that the politi-
cians who brought the country’s economy to the
brink of collapse to reward crooked IPPs are now
furious over excessive bills just to hoodwink the
masses that they did

She noted that corrupt politicians have stifled
the interests of 240 million people to benefit 40
families who own different IPPs. She demanded
that the contracts with IPPs be either rationalised
or cancelled, and that the government pay a reason-
able price to its IPPs.

She advocated for an immediate halt to the es-
tablishment of new IPPs, citing Pakistan’s abundant
power generation capacity through hydel and other
means to meet the demand. Politics and IPP favou-
ritism cause load shedding, not power shortages.

Electricity should also be purchased from the
IPPs of the friendly country China which is avail-
able at a reasonable price, and the practice of plun-
dering should end because the IPP owners have
been paid trillions of rupees while their facilitators
have also been rewarded.

According to Samina Fazil, the high cost of
electricity bills has led to a rise in domestic disputes,
and mostly housewives bear the brunt. Why does
the government spend trillions of rupees without
procuring a single unit of electricity from various
IPPs, while various IPs receive payments ranging
from Rs 350 to Rs 750 per unit, a situation she de-
scribed as unbelievable?

If contracts with IPPs were transparent, why are
they kept secret, she questioned adding due to the
heavy payments of IPPs, the government has noth-
ing left to invest in social sectors, which is ruining
society.

People purchase Rs 10 value electricity for Rs
60, she noted and added that if the tariff issue is not
resolved, they will rise up in frustration.

On this occasion, IWCCI President Rizwana
Asif, Senior Vice President Sonia Saleem, and for-
mer President Mrs Mumtaz said that they will not
allow the exploitation of 240 million people for the
sake of 40 corrupt families.

Businesswomen across the country pay out-
standing tribute to former Federal Minister Dr Go-
har Jjaz and United Business Group Patron SM
Tanveer for exposing the corruption of IPPs and
offering all-out cooperation to both leaders.

Meanwhile, trade and industry people hawve
asked the government to seriously look into the
matter of high electricity tariffs for all categories of
consumers, particularly export and general indus-
tries, and rationalise the same to bring down the
cost of production.

SITE Association of Industry President Mu-
hammad Kamran Arbi said there is much unrest
amongst the business community due to high elec-
tricity bills.

The high energy tariff is fast making local goods
uncompetitive in international markets against
competitors, particularly Bangladesh, India, Indo-
nesia, Vietnam and Egypt.

He said the contracts signed with independent
power producers (IPPs) are the root cause of exorbi-
tant power tariffs. Capacity payments have crossed
alarming levels already without any significant
addition to electricity consumption. This burden
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Corrupt politicians have stifled the interests of 240 million to
benefit 40 families who own different IPPs. She demanded the
contracts with IPPs be either rationalised or cancelled, and
that the government pay a reasonable price to its own [PPs

is being transferred to consumers who are already
crumbling under the weight of high inflation. The
agreements signed with IPPs have now become a
question of survival for the entire nation.

Mr Arbi appealed to the prime minister, finance
minister and energy minister to immediately look
into the matter and take urgent remedial measures
in the larger interest of the nation.

Flectricity should also be
purchased from the IPPs of the
friendly country China which is
available at a reasonable price,
and this practice of plundering

should end because the IPP
owners have been paid trillions
of rupees while their facilita-
tors have also been rewarded

Pakistan Yarn Merchants Association Chair-
man Sheikh Khalil Qaiser urged the government
to revisit contracts with the IPPs in the interest
of the economy and called for the cancellation of
these dubious contracts as high power tariffs have
devastated the local textile and export-oriented in-
dustries.

The textile sector is already grappling with
unsustainable costs due to elevated energy tariffs.
They warned that additional capacity charges im-
posed by the IPPs could force many industries to
cease operations, he said.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |

He said the IPPs have received substantial pay-
ments despite minimal electricity generation, thus
raising questions over the transparency of gover-
nance. The current confracts obligate the govern-
ment to purchase electricity at Rs750 per unit from
certain [PPs which is a serious matter of concern
for the business community.

He stressed the need for lowering electricity and
gas rates by revisiting contracts with the IPPs to
ensure uninterrupted industrial activity and foster
economic growth.

The standing committee on energy of the Fed-
eration of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, under the chairmanship of Malik Khuda
Bakhsh, in an emergency meeting said the entire
burden has been placed on the public to favour 40
IPPs holding families. In the country, 25 percent of
the IPPs are closed but they are receiving monthly
payments of Rs10 billion, causing the national kit-
ty to sink further info crisis. Additionally, IPPs are
charging capacity payments of Rs24 per unit even
for unused electricity.

The committee, while vehemently demanding
an immediate review of these capacity charges,
unanimously passed a joint resolution condemning
the high electricity charges and urged the govern-
ment to immediately revisit the agreements with
IPPs to reduce charges.

They also considered terminating the agree-
ments with IPPs that failed to reduce their charges.
The committee demanded swift action from the
government to ensure a sustainable and affordable
energy supply for industries and the general public,
which is crucial for Pakistan's economic stability
and prosperity.

JULY, 2024
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overnment employees often only show

up to work to collect their salaries and

demand bribes from the public for ser-

vices. The country ranks 133 out of
180 on the corruption index by Transparency In-
ternational (TT). The high tariffs on electricity, gas,
and water are unaffordable for the average person.
The government’s efforts to eliminate corruption
in power distribution companies have somewhat
failed. If the government reduces prices for essen-
tial services, it can generate more revenue and com-
bat corruption.

The latest move by the government in the feder-
al budget to raise taxes on non-filers to increase tax
collection may force them to opt for cash transac-
tions to skip the newly imposed taxes. The business
community in leading markets has adopted the slip
(parchi) system to avoid taxes.

Economists and experts said when people face
heavy taxes, they naturally react by looking for
ways to minimize tax liability. One way of mini-
mizing tax liability is to opt for cash transactions
instead of bank transactions, which are more diffi-
cult to monitor and tax.

They pointed out that the shift to cash transac-
tions would have a devastating impact on the tax
system, as individuals and businesses will escape
operating under the radar and evade taxes with
ease. Cash transactions leave no paper trail, making
it difficult for tax authorities to monitor income and
expenditures ultimately resulting in a significant
loss of tax revenue.

This will not only undermine the purpose of
increasing the tax base but also fashion a culture
of tax evasion in which individuals and businesses
will be encouraged to avoid paying their fair share
of taxes.

“The government’s approach to taxation should
shift from punitive measures to constructive re-
forms. Instead of penalising non-filers with higher
taxes, the focus should be on creating a tax system
that is inclusive, equitable, and encourages volun-
tary compliance,” they stressed.

The culture of noncompliance would also erode
the credibility of the tax system, giving those who
choose to operate in the shadows an unfair edge
while adding to the burden on honest taxpayers. It
would limit the government’s ability to fund public
goods and services, ultimately affecting the overall
economic growth and development of the country.

Dr Omer Siddique, a senior research economist
at the Pakistan Institute of Development Econom-
ics (PIDE), said imposing higher taxes on non-filers
would be terrible for small firms and individuals
who already operate on thin margins. These indi-
viduals and businesses frequently lack money and
skills to deal with the complex tax system, and they
may rely on cash transactions to survive.

The high tariffs on electricity,
gas, and water are unaffordable
for the average person. If the
government reduces prices for
essential services, it can
generate more revenue and
combat corruption

He added that higher taxes on small business-
es would add to their financial burden, resulting in
lower profitability, investment, and even business
closures. It would impact the economy as a whole,
resulting in reduced economic activity, job losses,
and diminished government revenue.

Furthermore, it would perpetuate the cycle of
poverty and inequality by increasing the cost of do-
ing business and limiting small enterprises and in-
dividuals’ ability to expand and improve their busi-
nesses. He suggested the government should foster
an environment where individuals and businesses
feel encouraged to participate in the formal econ-
omy, confribute to tax revenue, and benefit from
public goods and services.

The government should provide incentives for
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High taxes and strict
enalties for non-
ilers could backfire
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The latest move by the government in the federal budget to
raise taxes on non-filers to increase tax collection may force
them to opt for cash transactions to evade taxes. The business
community in leading markets has adopted the slip (parchi)
system to skip the newly imposed taxes

tax compliance, such as tax credits or deductions,
to encourage individuals and businesses to file their
taxes on time. This would increase the tax revenue
and also encourage voluntary compliance, reducing
the need for harsh measures.

Meanwhile, the increase in multiple taxes in the
recent budget coupled with the high cost of utilities
has surged the cost of production of the small and
medium enterprises (SMEs), threatening the surviv-
al of hundreds of business units, leading to possible
shutdowns, layoffs, and a decline in exports.

This was stated by the President of the Federal
B Area Association of Trade and Industry (FBATT)
Syed Raza Hussain while commenting on the dire
sitnation of industries and SMEs.

The combined impact of high utility costs and
heavy taxation is proving detrimental to the SME
sector. Many businesses are on the brink of closure,
unable to sustain operations under the financial
strain, he said. The downturn in SME activity is ex-
pected to negatively affect Pakistan’s exports.

“We are struggling to keep our doors open. The
cost of electricity alone has increased since last
vear. If the situation doesn’t improve, we may have
no choice but to shut down our operations, he re-
marked.”

One of the primary issues SMEs are facing is
the escalating cost of utilities, including electricity
prices, which have surged significantly over the past
vear. This is driven by a combination of increased
global fuel prices and inefficiencies within the na-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |

tional grid. President FBATI said that water and
gas prices have also seen substantial hikes, further
straining the operational budgets of small business-
es. He mentioned the government did not announce
any financing scheme for SMEs to accelerate eco-
nomic activities within the country in the budget
despite the central bank’s proposal for the govern-
ment to provide risk coverage through funds in the
budget to empower banks on their fresh financing
to SMEs.

Adding fuel to the fire, the provincial government
issued a notification for subsoil water extraction
without taking onboard the town association of the
city, making the situation more challenging for in-
dustries to continue their production.

SMEs are the lifeline of the country’s economy,
providing employment to 80 percent of the non-ag-
ricultural workforce, contributing 40 percent to
GDP, and accounting for more than 25 percent of
total export earnings. he further remarked.

Small and medium enterprises confribute sig-
nificantly to the country’s exports, particularly tex-
tiles, leather goods, and handicrafts.

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) should reduce the
interest rate so that the Rs 30 trillion lying in the
country’s banks can be used for the promotion of
business and investment in the country. The gov-
ernment has to fix the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) system to increase the tax revenue, new taxes
of Rs 1700 billion will increase the inflation in the
country.

JULY, 2024
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here are around 42 Independent Power

Producers (IPPs) in Pakistan that contrib-

ute to costly electricity generation affecting

the common people. Now is the right time
to cancel all licenses immediately and invite Chinese
firms to offer cheaper electricity. Pakistan has decid-
ed to formally request China to restructure its $15
billion energy debt to help the cash-strapped country
overcome its financial woes. It is high time for the
government to wisely decide to obtain cheap electric-
ity from China rather than borrowing. Frustrating
the efforts to reduce power tariffs, the Cabinet has
approved a significant hike in the basic power tariff,
raising it by Rs 5.72 per unit. This increase will take
effect from July 1, 2024, costing Rs 35.50 per unit to
the consumers.

Since 1998, an important issue facing Pakistani
policymakers has been the purchase of costly elec-
tricity from the Independent Power Producers (IPPs).
It is argued that IPPs’ expensive power has made the
state utility unviable. Independent Power Producers
(IPPs) are private companies that generate power
and sell it to the national grid competitively. They
are also known as Non-Utility Generators (INUGs),
emphasising private ownership. The government is
obligated to pay capacity payments to the IPPs for
the electricity, even if they are not actively generat-
ing electricity at a given time. These payments are
intended to ensure that there is enough power gen-
eration capacity to meet the country’s needs, even
during peak demand periods. Capacity payment,
in particular, has become a major contributor to the
high tariff of electricity in Pakistan. It has strongly
affected the life of a common Pakistan while badly
hitting economic progress.

Trade bodies and chambers have emphasised the
need to revisit the terms of power purchase agree-
ments to restore the viability of the country’s energy
sector. Billions of rupees could be saved by making
payments to IPPs in local currency instead of dol-
lars. They also support the government’s stance on
auditing dozens of Independent Power Producers
agreements reached over the last 30 years. A Senate
panel chief has described the contracts with IPPs as
exploitative and has sought project-specific details
including heat rates and regional price comparisons
for the same technology.

Pakistan has been facing high inflation for the
past few years, partly due to the massive deprecia-
tion of the rupee against the US dollar and a surge
in global commodity prices like energy costs. The
country heavily relies on expensive fuel imports to
meet its energy demand. It needs to put the econo-
my on sustainable growth by providing incentives to
the industry. The economy is grappling with multiple
challenges such as falling exports, high inflation, low
growth, and declining foreign reserves, with fiscal ac-
counts under immense pressure due to heavy interest
payments.

Frustrating the efforts to
reduce power tariffs, the
Cabinet has approved a signif-
icant hike in the basic power
tariff, raising it by Rs 5.72 per
unit. This increase will take
effect from July 1, 2024, costing
Rs 35.50 per unit to the con-
sumers

The chairman of the Businessmen Panel (BMP)
stated that the government may struggle to achieve
pressure on the country’s foreign exchange reserves.

The former president of FPCCI Mian Anjum Ni-
sar suggested that the government should make sig-
nificant changes in agreements with IPPs to reduce
production costs and lower energy tariffs.

He highlighted various factors contributing to
high power tanffs, including capacity payments,
net hydel profit, transmission constraints, gas price
anomalies, and financing costs of circular debt. The
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Now its time to review
agreements with IPPs

to address the issue of

high tariffs

Itissuggested that the basictariff of IPPs should be denominated
in Pakistani currency instead of dollars to save billions in forex.
Profits to IPP owners should also be given in Pakistani rupees.
Changing the currency in agreements could save billions, and
the governmentis advised toreconsider the practice of capacity
payments based on Take or Pay with IPP owners

failure to contain circular debt has cost the country
over Rs 5,082 billion in the past 15 years, with an
annual loss of Rs370 billion.

Mian Anjum Nisar emphasised the need for
strong cost-side reforms to restore the viability of
the energy sector. These reforms include improving
transmission infrastructure, expanding renewable
energy capacity, enhancing DISCO performance
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through privatisation or long-term management
concessions, shifting captive power demand to the
grid, revisiting power purchase agreements, and con-
verting publicly guaranteed PHPL debt into cheaper
public debt.

He outlined the reform agenda that Pakistan has

undertaken. In the energy sector, power purchase
agreement terms have not been scrutinised heavily,
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as the focus has been on achieving sustainable recov-
ery and tariffs.

Higher energy prices have led to mass protests
and reduced energy demand, posing challenges for
policymakers. A report acknowledges that the only
sustainable solution for the sector is decisive action
to address cost-side and infrastructure issues. The
IMTF report serves as a guideline for Pakistan's pur-
suit of a longer, larger programme with the IMFE

The letter of intent in the IMF staff report high-
lights the focus on mobilising additional revenue, es-
pecially in under-taxed sectors. In recommendations,
it is suggested that the basic tariff of IPPs should be
denominated in Pakistani currency instead of dollars
to save billions. Profits to IPP owners should also be
given in Pakistani rupees. Changing the currency
in agreements could save billions in forex, and the
government is advised to reconsider the practice of
capacity payments based on Take or Pay with IPP
OWNers.

The report reveals that IPP owners inflated costs
to secure higher tariffs during contract negotiations,
with NEPRA failing to verify the accuracy of costs.
The authorities accepted the cost of power plants
prepared by companies without proper scrutiny.

Federal Minister of Energy Awais Leghari stated
that the issue of IPPs is under consideration and be-
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velopment Policy Institute
(SDPI), as part of its sem- _

inar series, under the aus-
pices of the Network for
Clean Energy Transition
(NCET) conducted a panel
discussion on “Pakistan’s
Electricity Tariff Structure:
Insights and Key Determi-
nants.”

Dr Khalid Waleed, a
Research Fellow at SDPI,
detailed Pakistan's con-
sumer categories and tar-
structure is designed to
reflect various consumer

A-1, make up 89% of the
consumer base and ac-
count for 48% of the total
consumption. This trend
is opposite to the global
pattern where industries

. TOU tariffs to manage

but also the competitive-
ness of businesses and the
overall economic stability
of our country. He men-
tioned that the structure of
Pakistan’s tariffs has a re-
gressive nature, dispropor-

of electricity. In Pakistan, COTNSUMETS.
however, commercial con- While highlighting the
sumers (A-2) represent 9% criticality of the capacity
of the consumers and 7% . i i . payment component in the
of the consumption. The Energy Price (EP), which includes fuel cost and variable  overall tariff, he mentioned
He further explained N . . . that while the government
the mechanism behind the Opel‘atlonal and maintenance EXPENSES, 18 pI‘OJGCth 1o is attempting to mitigate
high electricity bills. In Pa- these issues by renegotiat-

kistan, the capacity charge,
encompassing fixed oper-
ational and maintenance
costs, return on equity, debt
- ici - : - i
ing capital financing fees,
and procurement and con-
struction costs, is higher

increase from Rs 0.84 trillion in FY24 to Rs 116 trillion in FY25,
translating to a rise from 10.94 Rs/unit to 15.65 Rs/unit. The
Capacity Price (CP) is anticipated to grow from 1.847 trillion
rupees in FY24 to 1.95 trillion rupees in FY25, contributing to
18.39 Rs/unit or 60% of the overall power tariff

ing the terms with Inde-
pendent Power Producers
(IPPs), it is crucial to con-
sider both the macroeco-
nomic and microeconom-
ic factors in play. To keep
investor confidence, espe-
cially the Chinese who de-

than the generation charge.
The Energy Price (EP), which includes fuel cost and
variable operational and maintenance expenses, is
projected to increase from Rs. 0.84 trillion in FY24
to Rs. 1.16 trillion in FY23, translating to a rise from
10.94 Rs/unit to 15.65 Rs/unit. The Capacity Price
(CP) is anticipated to grow from 1.847 trillion rupees
in FY24 to 1.95 trillion rupees in FY235, contributing
to 18.39 Rs/unit or 60% of the overall power tariff.

Another reason for the increased electricity bills
is the various taxes. He explained that in Pakistan,
electricity bills include several taxes, including an
18% General Sales Tax (GST) from the federal gov-
ernment and an Electricity Duty from provincial gov-
ernments of 1.5% for residential customers and 2%
for commercial customers.

“Various strategies can be employed to effec-
tively address the issue, such as removing the six-
innovative financial solutions, simplifying the SLAB
mechanism, and, most importantly, advocating for
quality,” he suggested.

Dr Musarat Jabeen highlighted the concept of
the independent power consumer (IPC) model, ad-
vocating for solar energy initiatives and encouraging
everyone to generate their energy to promote sustain-
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ability. She emphasised the need to formulate new
policies tailored to our specific needs and challenges.

Engr Ahad Nazir, Associate Research Fellow and
Head Center for Private Sector Engagement at SDPI
highlighted that all energy-generating plants are pay-
ing fixed tariffs regardless of production and output,
which eliminates the incentive to compete, whereas
capacity payments and the dollar index are the main

Another reason for the
increased electricity bills is the
various taxes. He explained
that in Pakistan, electricity bills
include several taxes, includ-
ing an 18% General Sales Tax
(GST) from the federal
government and an Electricity
Duty from provincial govern-
ments of 1.5% for residential
customers and 2% lor commer-
cial customers
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veloped energy infrastruc-
ture at the time of need, Pakistan must honour the
sanctity of the contracts, and the way forward should
be to dilute the negative impacts and explore options
that are suitable for both sides of the equation. He
mentioned that over a medium- to longer-run, renew-
able energy transition would play an enabling role in
reducing the taniffs, driven by their stable operation
cost, limited price volatility, and developing a diversi-
fied energy mix for Pakistan.

Zainab Babar, a Research Associate at SDPI said
that the problem is circular with challenges deep-root-
ed in the broader energy structure of the country. She
said that several key issues in the current system,
such as the burden of high-capacity payments and
dollar indexation, make electricity unaffordable for
many consumers. Additionally, the significant fluc-
tuations in electricity demand between summer and
winter necessitate a more dynamic approach to tariff
setting. The existing tanff structure also lacks incen-
She comprehended that to address this issue of rising
electricity tariffs, long-term planning is needed with
a strategic vision to revamp the policies and overall
energy landscape in Pakistan. The government needs
to revisit the existing approaches to dealing with the
issue and should think out of the box.
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PMPMA apprises Finance Minister
to resolve handset makers 1ssues

fE’J

CEO of Alrlmk Muzaf["ar Ha\ at Piracha sa;ld we had a very fruitful meetmq with the Finance
Minister who is eager to promote the handset mdustn s export potential. The industry
highlighted the heavy taxes and duties imposed on raw materials. The Finance Division said the
PMPMA delegation highlighted the necessity for a stable and supportive policy environment
that encourages local manufacturers

delegation of the Pakistan Mobile Phone

Manufacturers Association (PMPMA)

called on Federal Minister for Finance

Reverme Senator Muhammad Au-

rangzeb. The delegation during the meeting, in-

formed the Finance Minister about the challenges

faced by the local handset industry and discussed

streamlining incentives for localising and exporting
mobile phones, accessories, and tablets.

CEO of Airlink Muzaffar Hayat Piracha said
mobile manufacturers had a positive and productive
meeting with the Finance Minister in which, they
discussed the issues faced by the handset industry.

“We had a very fruitful meeting with the Finance
Minister, who is eager to promote the handset in-
dustry’s export potential,” Piracha, who was part of
the meeting, told Flare Magazine. He noted that the
industry highlighted the heavy taxes and duties im-
posed on raw materials for cell phone chargerstotal-
ling around 80%.

Piracha pointed out that completely built char-
gers that accompany cell phones are exempted from
duties, but their local manmufacturing is hindered by
taxes. The industry also requested that tablets be cat-
egorised as cell phones to encourage localisation and
exportation. Additionally, Piracha mentioned that
with government support, other accessories like ear-
buds could be localised and exported.

The Finance Division said the PMPMA delega-
tion highlighted the necessity for a stable and sup-
portive policy environment that encourages local
mamufacturers. “They advocated for measures to en-
sure that international brands support the domestic
industry and consequently, the national economy,”
the statement on the meeting added.

“The delegation also presented proposals aimed
at promoting the growth of the local industry and
increasing the exports of the mobile phone mamu-
facturing industry.” Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb
acknowledged the feedback and underscored the
government's commitment to expanding the entire
digital ecosystem in the country. He emphasised the
importance of maintaining policy continuity and
increasing the focus on the policy framework for
exports. The Minister reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to fostering exportled growth and
providing a conducive environment for local man-
ufacturers. The meeting concluded with a mutual
agreement on the need for a strategic and supportive
policy framework aimed at fostering local manufac-
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turing and enhancing export potential, thereby con-
tributing to the broader goals of national economic
growth and digital transformation. It is pertinent to
mention here that until around 2019, Pakistan pri-
marily relied on imported mobile phones, which
significantly influenced the cost and accessibility of
these devices. This reliance on imported material
made mobile phones more expensive and led to pub-
lic reluctance to purchase them or explore their po-
tential benefits. However, in recent years, Pakistan's
mobile phone landscape has undergone a significant
transformation, reducing dependency on imports
and making mobile technology more accessible to

The meeting concluded with a
mutual agreement on the need
for a strategic and supportive
policy framework aimed at
fostering local manufacturing
and enhancing export poten-
tial, thereby contributing to the
broader goals of national
economic growth and digital
transformation

implementation of new government policies pro-
moting local assembly, combined with the growing
demand for affordable phones and the potential to
attract foreign investment, has driven the transition
from imports to domestic mamufacturing. Moreover,
local manufacturing has also provided some insula-
tion from currency exchange volatilities. This shift is
still evolving, with challenges like import taxes and
credit access persisting. Nevertheless, with ambitious
export goals, Pakistan’s domestic mobile phone in-
dustry appears set for further growth.

Currently, 35 mobile manufacturing companies
are operating in Pakistan, reflecting the surge in
demand for locally produced phones over the past
decade. Before the budget, Pakistan witnessed a re-
markable surge in mobile phone production in the
first five months of 2024, positioning itself as a sig-
nificant player in the mobile phone manufacturing

and assembly industry.
From January to May 2024, Pakistan’s local
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manufacturing and assembly plants produced an
astounding 13.08 million mobile phones, marking a
significant increase of 168% compared to the same
period last year. This surge is attributed to a combi-
nation of factors, including import restrictions and
a gradual economic recovery. Notably, May alone
saw the production of 2.23 million mobile hand-
sets, demonstrating the industry’s capacity to scale
production effectively. A key advantage of moving
towards domestic production of phones is that Pa-
kistani manufacturers understand the local market
dynamics and effectively cater to the population’s
needs, including affordability, improved after-sales
service, instant availability of the latest models, and
the creation of thousands of jobs.

It is remembered that the assemblers had also ex-
pressed concerns over increased mobile phone taxes
and the non-implementation of promised measures.
Pakistan Mobile Phones Mamuifacturers Association
(PMPMA) Chairman Mian Abdul Rehman said
that with tax measures implemented, consumers
faced higher mobile service costs and limited access
to affordable mobile handsets. Even the low cost of
mobile phones increased after the taxation measures
in the budget.

Despite the impressive production numbers, the
mobile phone industry in Pakistan faces several chal-
lenges. Economic difficulties and high interest rates
have caused a decline in production since 2022. Ad-
ditionally, restrictions on importing parts and acces-
sories have hindered the industry’s growth. In 2023,
local manufacturing of mobile phones decreased by
about 4%, largely due to these import restrictions.

Moreover, the government's new tax measures,
including an 18% standard tax on mobile phones,
are expected to impact both manufacturers and con-
sumers. This tax is particularly burdensome for high-
er-end smartphones, potentially affecting the afford-
ability and accessibility of these devices for Pakistani
COnSumers.

A significant transformation in Pakistan’s mobile
phone industry is the shift from imported to locally
manufactured and assembled phones. In SMCY24,
local manufacturing accounted for 95% of the mo-
bile phone demand in Pakistan, compared to the pre-
vious five-year average of 67%. This shift is driven by
government policies encouraging international mo-
bile players to establish assembly plants in Pakistan,
coupled with the affordability of locally produced
phones.
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Kaan Terzioglu, Group CEO of VEON

h-tech services

for the successful delivery of services to millions of Pakistanis, which has fuelled the

robust growth of our Pakistan operations. This agreement is another sign of the trust

and the support that Jazz enjoys as the leading digital growth engine of the country

EON Limited, a global digital oper-

ator that provides converged connec-

tivity and online services, announces

that Jazz, its digital operator in Paki-
stan, has secured the country’s largest long-term
private sector syndicated credit facility of up to
PKR 75 billion ($270 million). This 10-year fi-
nancing arrangement will power Jazz's growth
ambitions as the country’s leading 4G connec-
tivity and digital services provider to millions of
consumers and enterprises.

The banking consortium was led by The
Bank of Punjab, along with the following other
prominent financial institutions that act as man-
dated lead advisors and arrangers: Habib Bank,
Bank Alfalah, Meezan Bank, MCB Bank, Allied
Bank, Askari Bank, Habib Metropolitan Bank,
Soneri Bank, Bank Islami Pakistan, and MCB
Islamic Bank.

The signing of the credit facility, originally
entered into in May 2024, was marked with a
ceremony held in Karachi in the presence of
VEON Group CEO Kaan Terzioglu, Jazz CEO
Aamir Ibrahim, and the Presidents, Chairs, and
Chief Executives of the participating banks.

“This credit facility will be a game-changer
for Pakistan's digital landscape, helping us ac-
celerate the deployment of cutting-edge digital
infrastructure, focusing on services that Paki-
stan needs to realise the potential of its young
and dynamic population and wvibrant business
landscape.l would like to thank our distin-
guished partners in the banking consortium for
seeing the immense growth potential of Jazz's
value proposition for Pakistan. I would also like
to congratulate the Jazz team for the successful
delivery of services to millions of Pakistanis,
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which has fuelled the robust growth of our Pa-
kistan operations. This agreement is another
sign of the trust and the support that Jazz en-
joys as the leading digital growth engine of the
country,” said Kaan Terzioglu, Group CEO of
VEON.”

This landmark syndicated
credit facility will help expand
and enhance our digital infra-

structure across Pakistan as
we transition from a telco to a
ServiceCo and invest in sunrise
industries like cloud, software,
financial services, and con-
sumer connectivity, said Aamir

Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz

“This landmark syndicated credit facility
will help expand and enhance our digital infra-
structure across Pakistan as we transition from a
telco to a ServiceCo and invest in sunrise indus-
tries like cloud, software, financial services, and
CONsumer connectivity.

I would like to thank The Bank of Punjab
and our esteemed banking consortium partners
for their unwavering support and confidence in
Jazz's vision. This financing arrangement re-
affirms our commitment to driving Pakistan's
digital transformation as our focus remains on
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delivering innovative solutions that empower
individuals and businesses, fostering socio-eco-
nomic growth,” said Aamir Ibrahim, CEQ of
Jazz.

“Leading this landmark transaction in the
telecom sector exemplifies our strategic focus
on digital transformation in Pakistan. Our part-
nership with Jazz underscores the Bank's dedi-
cation to advancing technological progress and
supporting the growth of the telecom industry.
This deal is a testament to our commitment to
driving innovation and fostering economic de-
velopment in the country,” said Zafar Masud,
President, and CEO of The Bank of Punjab.

Jazz, a major investor in Pakistan with over
30 years of history and investments exceeding
$10.6 billion, leads the industry with a 45% rev-
enue market share and serves over 71.4 million
subscribers, including 49 million 4G users.

The company recently announced a major
shift from a traditional mobile operator to a
ServiceCo structure, creating Strategic Business
Units (5BUs) focused on digital financial ser-
vices, software & analytics, data centres& cloud,
and entertainment & digital platforms.

In June 2021, Jazz secured a Rs 50 billion
10-year syndicated credit facility from a banking
consortium led by Habib Bank Limited. Earlier
on, Jazz announced the successful closure of its
Rs 15 billion Sukuk led by Askari Bank Limited,
marking a milestone as the first-ever and largest
short-term unsecured Sukuk by a telecom opera-
tor in Pakistan, which won global accreditations
from Euromoney Islamic Finance Awards and
Asian Banking & Finance, and is expected to
boost the use of Shariah-compliant financial in-
struments within Pakistan’s capital markets.
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ince its inception in 2006, the USF has com-

pleted 130 projects while 31 projects are

currently in the pipeline and are expected to

be completed within one and a half years,
the CEO of the Universal Service Fund (USF),
Chaudhry Mudassar Naveed informed the Senate
Standing Committee on Information Technology
and Telecommunications. The meeting was chaired
by Senator Palwasha Mohammad Zai Khan.

The Chief Executive Officer (CEQ) told partici-
pants of the meeting about the foundation of USF,
its mandate and Telecom Act, USF Programs, proj-
ect categories, and the impact of the projects over
the years. He said no grant from the government or
any agency has been taken by the USF.

The Minister of State for Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommunication (MOITT) Shaza Fati-
ma Khawaja informed the Committee members
that the current government had started the process
to return the longstanding USF funds. It was high-
lighted that the money would be returned to the
USF in installments.

The CEO also briefed on total PTA sites and
USF contracted sites, adding that 9% of the total
Telecom Network is USF-funded.

About the breakdown and ratio of the USF in-
frastructure compared to the mobile service provid-
ers, he said, Balochistan has 534% of the network
coverage, whereas 4% is in Punjab, 7% is in Sindh,
and 13% is in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

He stressed that more than 200 networks have
been deployed in Kohistan, KPK. Furthermore, the
CEO mentioned the challenges faced by USFE, such
as security, damages to infrastructure, terrorist ac-
tivities, NOC and Jirga issues.

He said mitigation steps, such as engagement
and coordination with law enforcement agencies
(LEAs), have been carried out to tackle these chal-
lenges.

Following USFE, the CEQ of Ignite (National
Technology Fund) presented a detailed briefing on
its functioning and development projects.

While reporting on Tech Entrepreneurship,
he highlighted the National Incubation Centers
(INICs) and said that the project, initiated in 2016
in Islamabad, now encompasses eight national di-
visions and 1,610 startups. Some of the successful
NIC startups include BYKEA, with an investment
of $30 million, and PakVitae, with an investment of
$17 million. Ignite has established eight NICs in Is-
lamabad, Lahore, Quetta, Karachi, Peshawar, and
Hyderabad, along with two specialised incubators
in Faisalabad (for agri-tech) and Rawalpindi (for
aerospace technologies).

Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmed Khan point-
ed out that some policies initiated in 2018 hawve
not been implemented. She also raised concerns
that the creative labs at the Lahore University of
Management Sciences (LUMS), have been used for
commercial purposes.

Additionally, she recommended the Minister of
State for Information Technology and Telecommu-
nication to chair the Board of Governors, which is
currently presided over by different heads.

The USF has completed 130
projects while 3l projects are
currently in the pipeline and
are expected to be completed
within one and a half years.
The meeting was chaired by
Senator Palwasha Mohammad

Zai Khan

In response to Senator Anusha Rahman's sug-
gestion, the Minister of MolITT noted that the
State-Owned Enterprise (SOE) Act of 2023, re-
quired these boards to be headed by private-sector
representatives. However, she will endorse the rec-
ommendations being suggested.

It was reported that over 4.5 million training
sessions have been conducted since 2018 to devel-
op skilled workforces in digital competencies. The
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USF completed 130
projects despite facing
great challenges and
difficulties: CEO

A

More than 200 networks have been deployed in Kohistan, KPK.

Furthermore, the CEO mentioned the challenges faced by USF,
such as security, damages to infrastructure, terrorist activities,

NOC and Jirga issues

Committee members unanimously agreed to revise
the curriculum to impart better digital skills to the
youth.

S

In addition, the Secretary (MoITT) briefed on
the functioning of MOITT and its Digital Pakistan
Mandate, human resources, and the current bud-
get. He pointed out that the actual expenditures for
2023-24 were Rs 870,216,582 and the budget for
2024-25 is Rs 993,568,000.

He also reported on the telecom wings, the tele-
com sector landscape, and the approved draft of IT
and telecom policies. The chairperson of the Com-
mittee asked the Ministry officials to share the draft
policies especially the Al policy, with the Commit-
tee members for future deliberations

The meeting was attended by Senator Dr Afnan
Ullah Khan, Senator Dr Mohammad Humayun
Mohmand, Senator Saifullah Sarwar Khan Nyazee,
Senator Gurdeep Singh, Senator Anusha Rahman
Ahmad Khan, Senator Nadeem Ahmed Bhutto,
Minister of State for Information Technology and
Telecommunication, the CEO of Universal Service
Funds (USF), Ignite, National Information Tech-
nology Board (NITB), and senior officials from
Ministry of Information Technology and Telecom-
munication and other concerned departments.
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Meanwhile, the 90th board meeting of the Uni-
versal Service Fund (USF), welcomed the newly
appointed CEQO, Chaudhry Mudassar Naveed. The
USF meeting, chaired by Additional Secretary IT,
Ministry of IT and Telecommunication Captain
(Retired) Muhammad Mahmood, featured discus-
sions on several key agendas. The Additional Sec-
retary said the Universal Service Fund (USF)-Pa-
kistan is pleased to welcome Chaudhry Mudassar
Naveed, as the new CEQ.

With over 20 vears of telecom expertise and a
strong background in government policy, technol-
ogy growth, and digital transformation, Mr. Mu-
dassar’s leadership is set to drive USF’s mission
of expanding connectivity and bridging the digital
divide. His experience with industry giants and his
role in pioneering regulatory frameworks position
him uniquely to lead us all forward.

His career highlights include leading design,
project execution, and technology engagement,
with collaborations involving industry giants like
Ericsson, Nortel Networks, Telenor and PTCL
Group. As Director General Strategy and Devel-
opment at PTA, he spearheaded groundbreaking
initiatives such as the IoT and SR regulatory
framework, the country’s first telecom infrastruc-
ture, sharing policy framework and the adoption of
‘WiFi 6E in Pakistan.

Additionally, he chaired the APT South Asian
Telecom Regulator’s Council Working Group on
Policy, Regulation and Services, executed Action
Plan VIII, represented Pakistan at the [TU World
Radio Conference 23 and has been a speaker at
various national and international events. Academ-
ically, he holds a BS and MS in Electrical Engineer-
ing, an MBA and is an alumnus of Carnegie Mel-
lon University’s Center for Executive Education in

Technology Policy.
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martphones, accessories, and daily essentials
to meet a variety of daily needs. At the event, Villaon unveiled its latest smartphones, the V30
and V30 RS, which offer impressive features and specifications at competitive prices

illaon, a new player in the smartphone
market, successful launched its products
in Lahore through a partmership with
Golden Technologics. The company
goal is to provide high-quality mobile devices at
affordable prices. The event, attended by dealers,
retailers, and guests, marked a promising begin-
ning for Villaon as it strives to “Brighten Your
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World.” Villaon offers more than just phones; it
provides a connected experience designed to en-
hance vour life with seamless technology and vi-
brant experiences.

Villaon product range includes feature phones,
smartphones, accessories, and daily essentials to
meet a variety of daily needs. At the event, Villaon
unveiled its latest smartphones, the V30 and V30
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RS, which offer impressive features and specifica-
tions at competitive prices. The devices received
positive feedback from Villaon enthusiasts for
their storage capacity, screen size, camera quality,
and battery life.

Villaon smartphones are also available for pur-
chase on popular online mobile stores throughout-
Pakistan.
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vivo marks 7 years in
Pakistan: Committed
to unlocking new
possibilities

Mr. Eric Kong, CEO of vivo Pakistan, expressed his
gratitude and vision for the future as we celebrate vivo
Pakistan’s remarkable 7-year anniversary, I am filled with
immense gratitude for our journey. vivo’s tremendous
| success In Pakistan has been a cohesive effort propelled
by our dedicated employees and valued customers

ivo, the renowned global smartphone brand,

celebrates its 7th anniversary in Pa-

kistan, marking a significant milestone filled

with innovation, partnerships, and customer

trust. This anniversary is a testament to the enduring

support of vivo’s loyal customers and the commit-
ment of its dedicated team in Pakistan.

Ower the past year, vivo has solidified its local pres-
ence by collaborating with beloved Pakistani talents.
The Y series saw a partnership with Pakistan's favor-
ite actress, Durefishan Saleem, bringing her charm
and talent to vivo's innovative lineup. Additionally,
vivo continued its successful collaboration with the
Pakistan cricket team’s captain, Babar Azam, as the
face of its V series, showcasing cutting-edge technol-
ogy and stylish designs that resonate with the youth.,

vivo has launched a diverse range of products
tailored to meet the evolving needs of Pakistani con-
sumers. These innovative smartphones, appreciated
by tech enthusiasts and lifestyle content creators
alike, span various price categories, ensuring that
there is a vivo phone for everyone.

Mr. Eric Kong, CEO of vivo Pakistan, expressed
his gratitude and vision for the future: “As we cele-
brate vivo Pakistan’s remarkable 7-year anniversary,
I am filled with immense gratitude for our journey.
vivo’s tremendous success in Pakistan has been a co-
hesive effort propelled by our dedicated employees
and valued customers. Over the years, we have over-
come challenges and achieved significant milestones,
thanks to our innovation-led approach and the un-
wavering support of our loyal customers. With lo-
calization and innovation at the core of our efforts,
we have brought leading technologies to Pakistan,
benefiting countless users. Guided by the BENFEN
philosophy, we remain dedicated to building strong
relationships with our customers. As we move for-
ward, we will continue expanding our solutions —
ensuring we deliver the best technology to meet the
evolving demands of our Pakistani consumers.”

For the budget-conscious yet performance-driven
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users, the Y series introduced features that address
specific needs of Pakistani consumers. The long-last-
ing J000mAh battery caters to those always on the
go, while the 80W FlashCharge ensures quick re-
charges. The Color-Changing Design, 120Hz AMO-
LED Display, 1800nits Peak Brightness, 8GB + 8GB
Extended RAM, and a S0MP camera combine to
offer a reliable and stylish solution for those looking
for both performance and aesthetics. These features

have made the Y series immensely popular among
Pakistani consumers.

CELEBRATING

The V series, designed for those who cherish ev-
ery moment, brought the vivo V30 5G and V30e 5G,
equipped with the industry-leading Aura Light Por-
trait. This pioneering technology offers gentler light-
ing, appropriate brightness, and harmonious colors,
elevating portrait photography to a new level. The
V series also boasts features like a SOMP AF Ultra
Wide-Angle Camera, S0MP AF Group Selfie Cam-
era, 120Hz 3D Curved Screen, 5500mAh large bat-
tery, 80W FlashCharge technology, 2800nits Peak
Brightness, and 12GB + 12GB Extended RAM,
making it the go-to choice for premium smartphone
users.

The V series, designed for those who cherish ev-
ery moment, brought the vivo V30 5G and V30e 5G,
equipped with the industry-leading Aura Light Por-
trait. This pioneering technology offers gentler light-
ing, appropriate brightness, and harmonious colors,
elevating portrait photography to a new level. vivo V
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series’ advanced camera technology empowers local
content creators by enabling them to capture stun-
ning visuals with ease and precision, enhancing their
creative output and storytelling capabilities.

By partnening with talented photographers like
Abid Salim, Fahad Hanif, and Arslan Arif from An-
droon Lahore, vivo has showcased the real power of
its cameras through their creative perspectives and
experiences.

To enhance the customer experience, vivo has
partnered with AlfaMall and continued its collabo-
ration with Daraz, allowing customers to purchase
their favorite vivo phones from the comfort of their
homes.

Additionally, vivo hosts the vivo Service Day
from the third Monday to the third Wednesday of
every month, offering a range of complimentary
services such as discounts on accessories, free clean-
ing and disinfection, system recovery, software up-
grades, labor fees, and protective covers, along with
refreshments and recreational services. These initia-
tives have set a new benchmark for customer care in
the smartphone industry, ensuring that vivo users
enjoy uninterrupted connectivity and optimal device

vivo enthusiastically participated in I'TCIN Asia
2023, Pakistan's premier Information Technology &
Telecom Show. The event, organized by Ecommerce
Gateway Pakistan (Pvt.) Ltd., featured prominent
figures including the IT Minister and senior mem-
bers from both the public and private sectors. Visi-
tors experienced vivo’s latest technological advance-
ments firsthand, reflecting the brand’s commitment
to supporting Pakistan's thriving tech ecosystem.

As vivo celebrates its 7th anniversary in Pakistan,
the brand remains committed to bringing more tech-
nologically advanced and innovative products to the
market. vivo is confident in its mission to cater to the
needs of Pakistani consumers, ensuring they have ac-
cess to the best technology and seamless experiences.
With a focus on innovation and customer satisfac-
tion, vivo looks forward to continuing its journey in
Pakistan, lighting up every moment for its cherished
customers.
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the tour was to explore new opportunities and strengthen partnerships

novi Telecom organised a 10-day exciting grand
tour to the USA for top-performing dealers
from across Pakistan. The dealers visited New
York, Buffalo, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, and
Santa Monica. The purpose of the tour was to ex-
plore new opportunities and strengthen partnerships.
The Invoi tourists had a great time during their stay
and made this journey memorable. Zeeshan Mia-
noor, the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Inowvi
Telecom,appreciated the dealers for their outstand-
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ing performance. The focus of this trip was to ac-
knowledge their efforts and enhance relationships
with dealers and distributors across Pakistan. Inovi
Telecom understands the crucial role that dealers
and distributors play in the smartphone industry.
Inovi Telecom’s management recognises the
importance of showing appreciation and goodwill
towards dealers and will continue to foster relation-
ships with both consumers and dealers. The top
dealers expressed their gratitude to Zeeshan Mia-
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noor, CEO of Inovi Telecom, and Usman Sultan,
President of Inovi Telecom, for organising an infor-
mative and entertaining trip for them. They enjoyed
Pakistani, Indian, and continental foods, as well as
visited many famous and historical places during
their 10-day stay in the USA. They described the trip
as unforgettable and something that will always be
remembered. The itinerary included a mix of relax-
ation, shopping, and culinary experiences, conclud-
ing with a farewell dinner.
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Jazz signs up ex-PSX
boss Farrukh Khan as

|

CFO and CEO of MIFH

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz & Chairman MMBIL, commented
we welcomed Farrukh Khan to our leadership team. His rich
expertise and leadership in capital markets are crucial as we
evolve into a ServiceCo

azz has appointed Farrukh Khan as its new

Chief Financial Officer (CFO) and CEO

of Micro-Finance Holdings (MFH), effec-

tive September 15, 2024. He will also join
the board of Mobilink Microfinance Bank. Before
joining Jazz, he resigned from his position as CEOQ
& Managing Director of the Pakistan Stock Ex-
change (PSX).

GaborKocsis, the outgoing CFO, will remain
with Jazz until the end of the year, focusing on
strategic projects to facilitate a smooth transition
and maintain momentum in ongoing initiatives,
according to a news release.

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz & Chairman
MMBL, commented: “We welcomed Farrukh
Khan to our leadership team. His rich expertise
and leadership in capital markets are crucial as we
evolve into a ServiceCo.”

This announcement comes as Jazz unveils its
vision to transition from a Mobile Telco to a dy-
namic ServiceCo. Leveraging core strengths in

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

data and connectivity, Jazz is poised to disrupt
various sectors including financial services, soft-
ware development, data centers & cloud solutions,
and entertainment. With a projected compound
annual growth rate of 20%+, Jazz aims to double
its revenue by 2027, with significant contributions
from its new ventures including the fintech plat-
form JazzCash, cloud offering Garaj, and the dig-
ital streaming service Tamasha.

Farrukh Khan shared his enthusiasm about his
new role and said: “I'm excited to join Jazz during
such a transformative time.

The team has built outstanding businesses, and
I'm eager to help drive the company’s ambitious
vision to evolve into a ServiceCo. I look forward
to driving financial innovation and supporting the
company’s expansion into new sectors.”

Farrukh Khan qualified as a Chartered Ac-
countant from the Institute of Chartered Accoun-
tants in England and Wales, United Kingdom
(UK), and also holds a BA (Hons.) in Economics
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and Finance from the University of Manchester.

With over 30 years of senior management and
board-level experience, Khan is an experienced
entrepreneur, and leading business and financial
advisor who has advised on many landmark trans-
actions.

Previously he has held senior positions with
Acumen in Pakistan and the UK, including Coun-
try Director & CEQ, Pakistan, Senior Director of
Business Development, Chief Business Develop-
ment Officer, and member of the Management
Committee.

He was the founding partner and CEO of BMA
Capital Management Limited.

Under his stewardship, BMA established itself
as a leading investment banking group in Pakistan
and received several international awards, includ-
ing the 2010 Euromoney Award for the best invest-
ment bank in Pakistan.

His experience includes lead managing the
$813 million GDR offering and London listing of
OGDCL, Pakistan’s largest listed company, and
successfully advising Etisalat on their $2.6 billion
acquisition of Pak telecom, the largest mergers
and acquisition transaction and the largest foreign
direct investment in Pakistan's history.

Other historical transactions include the $§1.5bn
privatisation of KotAddu Power Company and
the $898m GDR offering for Pak Telecom.

He has advised, either on the buy or sell side,
on almost 30% of all successful privatisations in
Pakistan, totaling over $4bn in value. He has also
worked with American Express Bank in Pakistan
and Deloitte in London.

Khan has an excellent network and deep
knowledge of global business and investments.

He has previously served as President of the
Overseas Investors Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (OICCI), Chairman of the Young Pres-
idents’ Organization, Pakistan Chapter, and on
the boards of prominent public and private sector
organisations.

This announcement comes as
Jazz unveils its vision to tran-
gition from a Mobile Telco to a
dynamic ServiceCo. Leverag-
ing core strengths in data and
connectivity, Jazz is poised to
disrupt various sectors including
financial services, software de-
velopment, data centers & cloud
solutions, and entertainment

He was also associated with the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan as a member
of its Policy Board from 2018 to 2019.

Furrukh Khan was selected by Euromoney as
one of the top 50 global financial leaders, below
the age of 40 years. His philanthropic interests in-
clude children’s health and education.
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Customs, FIA take action
against AHG Flavours for
significant tax evasion on

Baskin-Robbins

ice cream 1Imports

Baskin-Robbins is an American ice cream chain that was established in 1945. In 2017,
Baskin-Robbins entered the Pakistani market through a partnership with M/s AIIG Flavours to
offer 31 ice cream flavours. However, the company has been involved in tax evasion and
money-laundering resulting in fines of Rs 3 billion imposed by the Punjab Revenue Authority.
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Investigations by Pakistan Customs and the FIA are ongoing, focusing on the high-profile cases of
tax evasion and money- laundering involving M/s AHG Flavours. The use of illegal financial
channels and under-invoicing to evade taxes through Interlink Corporation has been highlighted in
the case. Interlink Corporation is a clearing agency of AHG Flavours involved in the heinous crime
as well. It helped how massive under-invoicing started since then. Interlink Corporation, on behalf
of AHG Flavours Pvt Ltd, diverted dc}cuments tU 1ts Dubai-based suhmdlary "Interlink Trading” to
committed money-laundering =
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urrently, Pakistan Customs is investigating
a case imvolving tax evasion and money
laundering by AHG Flavours Private Lim-
ited (Baskin-Robbins Pakistan) and Inter-
link Corporation, on the charges of estimated evasion
of PKR 150 million. The investigation is looking into
discrepancies in invoices between Baskin-Robbins Pa-
kistan (AHG Flavours) and Interlink Trading FZE, a
UAE based subsidiary of Interlink Corporation. This
case underscores the challenges of cross-border coop-
eration and compliance,
with a call for interna-
tional cooperation and
stricter actions to address
the issue and safeguard
Pakistan's financial integ-
rity. The Director General
of Post Clearance Audit
(PCA) has issued a show
cause mnotice on AHG
Flavours and Interlink
Corporation for PKR 150 million evaded as duties and
taxes. The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) and Paki-
stan Customs are actively gathering comprehensive in-
formation from banks and relevant institutions to shed
light on the financial transactions under scrutiny. The
ifying the value and sales
invoices issned by Dunkin
Brands International to
AHG Flavours with re-
quests made to the Consul
General of Pakistan in
Dubai and Houston for
verification.
includes verification of
value and sales invoices issued by Dunkin Brands In-
ternational to AHG Flavours. To corroborate these
documents, PCA wrote letters to the Consul General
of Pakistan in Dubai and Houston on July 10, 2023,
requesting them to engage with Baskin-Robbins offices
for verification.

Baskin-Robbins, a well- known ice cream brand, isa
subsidiary of Dunkin Brands, Inc., which is part of In-
spire Brands, Inc., headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia.
The Consul General in Dubai approached Baskin-Rob-
bins executives, Caner Gursoy and John Varughese,

— who flatly
refused to
cooperate
with the Pa-
kistan Em-
bassy’s inqui-
ry while the
Consul Gen-
| eral in Hous-
“| ton declined
to  confact
Baskin-Rob-
bins execu-
tives. As per
documents
available
with  Flare
Magazine,
AHG Fla-
vours serves as the master licensee for Baskin-Robbins
in Pakistan. Similarly, Interlink Corporation played
proxy (frontman) for AHG Flavours to facilitate cus-
toms duty evasion and money laundering through in-
tricate schemes.

Furthermore, it is stated that a UAE-based subsid-
iary of Interlink Corporation is allegedly used for gen-
erating fake invoices and money laundering. Original
invoices from Baskin-Robbins show significantly higher
shipment values. However, fake invoices produced by
Interlink Trading FZE depict much lower values, lead-
ing to substantial under-invoicing.

According to the details available with Flare
Magazine, the available evidence includes genuine
invoices from Baskin-Robbins for shipments made
to AHG Flavours, alongside tampered invoices from
Interlink Trading FZE. For instance:

— Genuine invoice values:

—US $93,045.95

__N

Shehbaz Sharif

Prime Minister of Pakistan

<

Ahmad Ishaque Jehangir

Dhrector Cieneral FIA
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-US $93,154.02

-US $87,278.27

— Tampered invoice values:

- US $62,984.08

—US $64,486.90

-US $58,771.28

These discrepancies have led to the evasion of
substantial customs duties and taxes. AHG Flavours
and Interlink Corporation allegedly use illegal finan-
cial channels like Hawala/Hundi and external im-
port financing (EIFs) to transfer undeclared funds
abroad.

Abdul Qayyum Hafeez, the complainant, has
urged PCA to take immediate action against AHG
Flavours Pvt. Ltd. and Interlink Corporation. He
requested the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) to
liaise with the Federal Customs Authority of the
UAE and US Customs and Border Protection for
document verification. According to details, the al-
leged tax evasion by AHG Flavours and Interlink
Corporation upon being detected resulted in a loss
of over PKR 1 billion from 2018 to 2021. The Federal
Investigation Agency’s Anti- Money Laundering Cell
(FIA AMLC) has launched an extensive investigation
into an alleged money laundering operation worth $10
multiple sections of the Foreign Exchange Regulation
Act 1947, specifically Sections 4, 3, 6, 8, and 23.

The investigation was prompted by a formal com-
plaint lodged through the Pakistan Embassy in Wash-
ington DC, which subsequently routed the complaint
via the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of
Interior. The FIA AMLC Lahore is now tasked with
examining the evidence surrounding the illegal trans-

The Consul General in Dubai
approached Baskin-Robbins
executives, Caner Gursoy and
John Varughese, who flatly re-
fused to cooperate with the
Pakistan Embassy’s inquiry
while the Consul General in
Houston declined to contact
Baskin-Robbins executives

fer of USD $997,565.50 from Pakistan to the UAE
and the USA. Three cheques totaling PKR 98 million
were issued from AHG Flavours’ account at Bank Al
Habib (Account No (0981 008167019), with cheque
numbers 10374734, 10374743, and 10378445, along
with an additional PKR 57.77 million provided in cash.
Once in Dubai, Interlink Trading FZC consolidated
the funds in its bank account at RAK Bank (Acct No
8372664597902). Subsequently, USD $997,565.50 was
transferred to Baskin Robbins’ bank accounts in Dubai
and New York through a series of five transactions de-
signed to avoid banking scrutiny in both the UAE and
the USA. To further conceal the illicit nature of these
funds, the transactions were later declared as over-pay-
ments or payments made in error. This allowed Baskin
Robbins to return the money to Irfan Mustafa’s bank
accounts in Dubai and Switzerland.

Flare reached out to Chairman Irfan Mustafa and
CEOQO Gibran Mustafa of AHG Flavours, who brought
a Baskin-Robbins brand in Pakistan, to clarify that they
are operating within the bounds of the law and have
not engaged in tax evasion or money-laundering. The
company is currently dealing with cases brought by
the Punjab Revenue Authority and the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency’s Anti-Money Laundering Cell (FIA
AMIC). They are prepared to present all necessary
documentation and evidence in court to demonstrate
that their company is not involved in the alleged crim-

There is a query Baskin-Robbins ice cream is cer-
tified halal because the Islamic Food and Nutrition
Council of America (IFANCA) certified halal but
in Pakistan, no certificate from any department and
Islamic version recognised that Baskin-Robbins ice
cream is halal food and safe for health. A report was
published in the media about the Baskin-Robbins ice
cream whether it was safe for human health and what
are ingredients used in the ice cream. When it comes
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to ice cream, there are some big names everyone will
recognize: Ben & Jerry's, Hiagen-Dazs, and Breyer's,
just to name a few. But there’s one that’s been synon-
ymous with ice cream shops for decades, a brand that
first became famous for its 31 flavours, one for each day
of the month: Baskin-Robbins, the company that ap-
peals to childhood nostalgia. It was the first big brand
to expand past just a few flavour options, even if some
of those eccentric Baskin-Robbins flavours never made
it to store shelves.

] o

i Unfortunately, when
you look at the ingredient
list, the findings can be
less than ideal. Ice cream
» brands vary in ingredient
- | quality, but Baskin Rob-
& bins is on the lower end of
that spectrum. Like many
other brands, Baskin-Rob-
bins makes use of food
colourings like Blue 1, but
it’s more than just dyes — the company also utilises
different gums, high fructose corn syrup, vegetable oils,
Several of these ice cream ingredients are perhaps
not what you'd want to be eating given the choice.
Studies exist that indicate Blue 1 may have toxic effects
on humans, and may have associations with the devel-
opment of ADHD. Guar gum, a key part of the com-
pany’s stabiliser-emulsifier blend, may cause digestive
issues like bloating and potential allergic reactions, and
Baskin-Robbins uses it in 21 different flavours. Six dif-
ferent flavours, meanwhile, make use of high fiuctose
corn syrup, which can contribute to heart disease and
diabetes. Vegetable oil isn't as potentially bad for health
as some of these other ingredients, but it's also typically
used as a cheaper alternative to actual milk fat — and
several of Baskin-Robbins’ flavours use palm oil specif-
ically, which is heavily linked to deforestation.
Another media report revealed that so many Ameri-
cans now scooping frozen yoghurt and gelato—and the
rest watching their weight—Baskin-Robbins has faced
dark days. The ice cream chain steadily closed stores
in recent years as parent company Dunkin’ Brands fo-
cused on an ambitious expansion of its flagship dough-
mut shop. The 69-year-old brand once celebrated for its
31 flavours, it seemned, was losing steam. But there are
signs now that it's making small improvements.
Con-
Rt suming
M oo =), BaskinRob-
it e S amise  SeSZg | ping ice
| | cream  can
be part of a
balanced diet
if enjoyed in
moderation,
considering
the high calo-
rie and sugar
content and
its potential
impact on
= iwte | heart health
e | due to sat
urated fats.
Artificial flavours and colours, while approved for use,
may be of concern to some consumers. Regular con-
sumption, especially in large portions, can contribute to
obesity and diabetes. For those with lactose intolerance,
it’s crucial to manage portion sizes or opt for lactose-free
alternatives. Mindful indulgence with attention to por-
tion and frequency is key for those looking to maintain
their health while enjoying ice cream. The caloric con-
tent of Baskin-Robbins ice cream can vary widely de-
pending on the flavour and serving size. For instance,
a single 4 oz scoop can range from approximately 170
to 300 calories. When considering the average daily cal-
orie intake recommended for adults — 2,000 to 2,500
calories — indulging in a scoop of Baskin-Robbins ice
cream can potentially account for a substantial portion
of one’s caloric allotment, particularly if additional top-
pings are added. m
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muggling of handsets has significantly

decreased following the establishment of

a Mobile Phone Smuggling Committee

led by the DG Reforms and Automation
Customs Department in collaboration with pri-
vate sector stakeholders such as the Telecom Op-
erators Association (TOA) and Pakistan Mobile
Phone Manufacturers Association (PMPMA).
The government must involve the private sector in
policy-making and legislation to curb the illegal
transportation of handsets and to encourage gen-
uine businessmen in the field.

Efforts to combat these issues require regulato-
ry reforms, aggressive law enforcement measures,
and enhanced collaboration between government
agencies and industry stakeholders. The govern-
ment’s crackdown on smuggling activities has led
to a decline in the black market for cell phones
in major cities and online platforms. The sale of
non-PTA-approved smuggled cell phones, includ-
ing duplicated, cloned, or stolen devices, has been
curtailed in Pakistan.

Previously, these devices were smuggled into
the country through wvarious channels and dis-
tributed in cell phone markets across different
cities. The Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act
(PECA), 2016, prohibits the modification or al-
teration/ of devices to bypass PTA regulations,
but some sellers continue to flout these laws for
financial gains. To address these challenges, the
government has implemented a system, where
every cellphone used in Pakistan must receive
approval from DIRBS. While companies selling
phones in Pakistan comply with PTA regulations,
smugglers have been bringing non-PTA-approved
phones into the country and selling them illegal-
ly after tampering with IMEI numbers. Efforts to
combat illicit trade and smuggling are essential for
economic stability and public safety in Pakistan.
The government's persistent enforcement actions
and collaboration with stakeholders are crucial in
addressing these challenges and promoting legal
trade practices.

The Directorate of Intelligence and Investiga-
tion, Customs, and Collectorate of Custom En-
forcement have destroyed a substantial quantity
of confiscated handsets, cigarettes, imported li-
quors, betel nuts and miscellaneous items during
their crackdown on smuggling activities that have
been causing significant losses to the national ex-
chequer. The destroyed items included a variety
of contraband such as narcotics, counterfeit cig-
arettes, fireworks, alcoholic beverages, prohibited
medicines, goods of Indian origin, betel nuts, ex-
pired products, and items infringing on intellectu-
al property rights. The customs department main-
tains a zero-tolerance policy towards products
that pose risks to public health and safety such as
drugs, narcotics, and counterfeit goods.

Dr. Karam Elahi, Director, of the Directorate
of Intelligence and Investigation, Customs, Pesha-
war, initiated the destruction ceremony by setting
afire the confiscated goods.

During the ceremony, Noor-ul-Huda Mal-
lick, Deputy Director of the Directorate of In-
telligence and Investigation, Customs, Peshawar,
emphasised that the detention, seizure, and subse-
quent disposal of smuggled and prohibited goods
through auction or destruction are standard pro-
cedures following legal adjudication.

As part of the federal government’s anti-smug-
gling efforts, the customs department has intensi-
fied its operations across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
resulting in a significant increase in seizures.

Mallick estimated the total value of the con-
fiscated items to be in the millions of rupees and
reiterated Pakistan Customs’ commitment to
eradicating smuggling activities and safeguarding
public interests.

The ceremony was attended by representatives
from wvarious law enforcement agencies, includ-
ing Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Customs, the District
Police Officer of Khyber, the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency, the Anti-Narcotics Force, the Dep-
uty Commissioner IR, the Department of Plant
Protection, Peshawar, and the Pakistan Tobacco
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these issues require regulatory reforms,

and enhanced

collaboration between government agencies and industry
stakeholders. The governments crackdown on smuggling
activities has led to a decline in the black market for cell phones
in major cities and online platforms

Company. Members of the trade and business
community, as well as the media, were also pres-
ent at the event.

Illegal trade and smuggling have exacerbated
Pakistan's economic challenges, contributing to a
high inflation rate that has eroded consumer pur-
chasing power and affordability.

Addressing these issues is crucial to generat-
ing sufficient growth and tax revenues to avoid
financial distress. Illicit trade is prevalent in vari-
ous sectors of the economy, including food fraud,
illicit petroleum products, pesticides, counterfeit-

The government’s pergistent
enforcement actions and
collaboration with stakeholders
are crucial in addressing these
challenges and promoting legal
trade practices

ing, and trade in substandard pharmaceuticals.

Essential commodities including sugar and
urea are smuggled from Pakistan and goods in-
cluding POL are smuggled into Pakistan through
unfrequented routes spanning the bordering areas
of Afghanistan and Iran. These smuggled goods
are subsequently transported via trucks and in the
case of passenger vehicles in smaller quantities to
the main urban centres.
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Being cognizant of this phenomenon, Pakistan
Customs has intensified the counter-smuggling
operations and started a crackdown against the
smuggled goods especially Essential Commod-
ities, POL, Currency and other goods. During
the last fortnight, Pakistan Customs seized large
quantities of essential commodities worth ap-
proximately Rs. 2.25 billion in various operations
across the country including Quetta, D.I. Khan,
Multan, Karachi, Sargodha and Lahore regions.
The major seized essential commeodities included
sugar, urea, POL, Pak currency as well as tyres,
black tea, betel nuts, vehicles, iron, steel and other
goods.

It is a dilemma for the country as it suffers
from the highest level of illicit trade in Asia. The
combined wvalue of smuggling, under-invoicing,
mis-declaration of imports, counterfeiting and
adulteration is estimated at US$ 68 billion or 20%
of the formal economy. The informal economy
is estimated at about the same size as the formal
economy therefore, illicit trade represents 10% of
the total economy. Besides the loss of tax reve-
nue, illicit trade undermines the formal sector’s
growth, exploits labour, operates in environmen-
tally detrimental ways, and produces and sells
substandard, unsafe and sometimes life-threaten-
ing products. Smuggling and under-invoicing also
feed off Hawala, affecting the country’s official re-
mittances and reserves, as well as the value of the
rupee. The eco-system of illicit trade is supported
by and funds crime.
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—< | The government’s strong support and policy continuity will provide a strong guarantee
for business development in the field. Chinese private companies invested in Pakistan
due to immense growth and development in this sector after ensuring the government

no more taxes on the solar panel industry

any photovoltaic companies have

entered the solar panel market in

Pakistan through joint ventures with

private companies. Even in collabo-
ration with China’s public and private sectors, the
government of Pakistan has planned to manufac-
ture solar panels in Pakistan; a major milestone in
generating green energy and increasing its presence
in the climate-smart global world. The government’s
strong support and policy continuity will provide a
strong guarantee for business development in the
field. Chinese private companies invested in Paki-
stan due to immense growth and development in
this sector after ensuring the government no more
taxes on the solar panel industry.

Another company, Tongwei Solar, the world’s
first photovoltaic company listed on the Fortune
Global 500, completed a successful debut at Inter-
solar Europe and held a grand “Shine on Munich”
Gala to celebrate their success. During the exposi-
tion, Tongwei showcased the TNC-G12/G12R se-
ries modules, which offer advantages such as high
efficiency, low-temperature coefficient, and mini-
mal degradation. With strict control over incoming
material quality, the modules utilise self-developed
and self-produced solar cells for the TNC-G12/
GI12R series, ushering the industry into an era of
high-power performance with enhanced quality
and efficiency.

Tongwei Solar has entered the Pakistani market
after showcasing its products at various events and
countries. An event titled “Tongwei: Shine On La-
hore” marked the debut of Tongwei's TNC-G12/
(G12R series modules in Pakistan, showcasing Ton-
gwei'’s cutting-edge PV technology and product ad-
vantages.

The company highlighted the advantages of its
TNC-G12/G12R. series modules, including high ef-
ficiency, low-temperature coefficient, and minimal
degradation. Based on strict control over incom-
ing material quality, the modules adopt Tongwei's
self-developed cells, ushering the industry into an
era of high-power performance with enhanced
quality and efficiency.
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Tongwei’'s TNC-G12/GI12R. series modules
provide diverse options for the technology-hungry
local market, using silicon-based materials supplied
by Tongwei's integrated industrial chain and select-
ing high-quality auxiliary materials globally to en-
sure high efficiency from the source.

The TNC-G12/G12R. design allows for more
modules in series compared to the TNC-M10 with-
in the same 1500V system, increasing the power
per string by over 12% and saving on cables, racks,
and installation costs. The large-size design also
enhances transportation efficiency, with the TNC-
G12R achieving over 4% more loading capacity in
both 40-foot containers and 17.5-meter trucks, ef-
fectively reducing transportation costs.

Tongwei Solar has entered the
Pakistani market after show-
casing its products at
various events and countries.
An evenl titled “Tongwei:
Shine On Lahore” marked the
debut of Tongwei’'s TNC-G12/
GI2R series modules in
Pakistan, showcasing Tong-
wel’s cutting-edge PV technol-
ogy and product advantages

On the other hand, Trinasolar, which plans to
inject 200 megawatts (MW) of solar energy into
Pakistan's grid, has been honoured with two presti-
gious accolades in the solar industry. The company,
a leading global provider of photovoltaic and smart
energy solutions, has been awarded the “2024 Over-
all Highest Achiever” by the Renewable Energy Test
Center (RETC) for the exceptional performance
of its Vertex N 625W modules and has also been
named a “Top Performer” for the tenth consecutive
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year by Kiwa PV Evolution Labs (Kiwa PVEL) in
the 2024 PV Module Reliability Scorecard.

Trinasolar's Vertex N 625W modules have been
recognised for their reliability, superior energy
yvield, and outstanding performance, earning the
#2024 Overall Highest Achiever” title in the annual
PV Module Index (PVMI) by RETC. This accolade
solidifies Trinasolar’s leadership in the industry, as
the Vertex N 700W+ series modules also received
this recognition last year. The PVYMI evaluates mod-
ules on quality, performance, and reliability, and
the “Overall Highest Achiever” award is reserved
for manufacturers who excel in all three categories.

Cherif Kedir, President and CEO of RETC
stated: “We are very happy and honoured to recog-
nise Trina as one of the overall highest achievers in
terms of quality, reliability, and performance.”

In addition to the RETC accolade, Trinasolar
has been named a “Top Performer” by Kiwa PV
Ewvolution Labs (Kiwa PVEL) for the tenth consec-
utive year. This recognition, featured in the 2024
PV Module Reliability Scorecard, acknowledges
Trinasolar’s Vertex N modules for their exceptional
performance across multiple categories, reinforcing
its status as an industry leader.

Kiwa PVEL's annual PV Module Reliability
Scorecard provides extensive data and research to
help buyers mitigate risks and identify quality man-
ufacturers. Trinasolar’s Vertex N 720W series mod-
ules stood out, earning “Top Performer” status in
all seven tests, an achievement shared by only three
other models out of the 380 modules tested. These
modules combine i-TOPCon Advanced technology
and 210mm technology, delivering increased power
output, greater efficiency, higher bifacially, and low-
er degradation. The company’s recognition by both
RETC and Kiwa PVEL highlights its dedication to
delivering high-quality and reliable solar solutions,
affirming Trinasolar’s position as a global leader
in solar technology, and providing innovative solu-
tions that meet the highest industry standards.

The Alternate Energy Development Board has
finalised the 10-year policy on solar panels and al-
lied equipment manufacturing policy.
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Court proceeds
against Millat
Tractors on Rsl3.69

billion tax fraud

The Court started further proceedings in FIR No:01/2022 on
the Application filed by the Sindh Chamber of Agriculture
Karachi. The prosecution wasdirected toreceive a copy against
Chairman/Director of Millat Tractors Sikandar Mustafa Khan

who is the nominated accused in the FIR

pecial Judge Customs & Excise Taxation

Karachi will take up August 27, 2024, the

matter of alleged tax fraud on fake sales

tax invoices committed by a Lahore-based
leading tractor manufacturing company. It has
been learned that the CEO of the said company
is accused in FIR Number 1 of 2022 lodged before
the Customs & Taxation Court, Karachi.

The Court started further proceedings in FIR
No:01/2022 on the Application filed by the Sindh
Chamber of Agriculture Karachi. The prosecution
was directed to receive a copy against Chairman/
Director of Millat Tractors Sikandar Mustafa Khan
who is the nominated accused in FIR No:01/2022.

Complainant NabiBuxSehto has alleged from
the Sindh Agriculture Chamber of Commerce that
the CEO of the said tractor manufacturing compa-
ny has committed tax fraud amounting to billions
of rupees with farmers as he has not allowed them
the benefit of SRO.1248(1) 2020 & SRO.563(I)
2022. The final challan was submitted by the IO
of the Case before the Special Judge Customs &
Excise Taxation Karachi under FIR Number 1 of
2022 Karachi.

According to the order sheet of Special Judge
Customs & Excise Taxation Karachi, on the re-
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quest of SPP, the case was adjourned to August 27,
2024, for framing charges, recording statements of
Investigating Officer (I0), perusing report regard-
ing NBWs against the absconding accused, and
confirmation of bail or otherwise of accused per-
sons and hearing of applications filed by NabiBux-
Sathio. The said tractor manufacturing company is
facing multiple issues.

On the directions of the President of Pakistan,
the Large Taxpayer Office (LTO), Lahore has con-
cluded the audit of the leading tractor manufactur-
ing company wherein it detected serious sales tax
discrepancies to the tune of Rs. 13.286 billion.

According to the audit report submitted by
the LTO Lahore to the Federal Tax Ombudsman
(FTO), the LTO has also calculated a penalty of
Rs. 5.414 billion besides the sales tax involved of
Rs. 13.286 billion.

The applicant before the Special Judge Customs
& Excise Taxation Karachi accused that the case
mainly related to the CEO of the tractor manufac-
turing company has demonstrated the propensity
for tax fraud as sales tax invoices of sales tax from
the fraudulent units involved in the chain of supply
for adjustment of input sales tax to understate its
sales tax liability.
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The challan revealed that the scheme of mas-
sive sales tax fraud was unearthed under a collu-
sive arrangement involving fictiious transactions
between a mumber of buyer companies.

The alleged beneficiaries of the mega sales tax
fraud of Tamna Industries included a number of
companies including a based company in which
its Director has been implicated in Challan in con-
nection with FIR No:01/2022 lodged at Karachi
which was submitted before the Trial Court at Ka-
rachi. It has been alleged in the interim Challan
that a number of other persons/companies have
taken benefit from the scam. It was discovered that
a domestic “shell” company with the name and
style of Tamna Industries was involved in paper
transactions with a number of big corporate enti-
ties to evade inadmissible tax adjustment.

In this connection, an interim challan before the
special judge (customs, taxation, and anfi-smug-
gling) Karachi was submitted in connection with
the ongoing investigation on FIR No:01/2022 in
terms of section 2(37) of the Sales Tax Act 1990
against fake & fraudulent unit/firm which was
working with name & style of Tamana Industries.

This firm had only existed on “paper- and it was
not doing any genuine physical operations. Hence.
it could also be called a domestic “shell” compa-
ny- which got registered with FBR by fraudulent
means on the basis of misrepresentation. The reg-
istration was given bonafidely by the Department
for the purpose of broadening of tax base keeping
in view the low tax-to-GDP ratio in the country.

According to the audit report
submitted by the LTO Lahore
to the Federal Tax Ombuds-
man (FTO), the LTO has also
calculated a penalty of Rs. 5.414
billion besides the sales tax
involved of Rs. 13.286 billion

The said FIR initially involved government rev-
enue of nearly Rs 1,202,744,754.

The civil liability is determined under section
11 of the Sales Tax Act 1990 while in cases of tax
fraud criminal law is brought into motion without
any delay, the order added.

The tax audit of a leading tractor manufactur-
ing company has detected serious sales tax discrep-
ancies of up to Rs13.28 billion.

The audit of Millat Tractors Ltd (MTL) con-
ducted by Large Taxpayer Office (LTO), Lahore,
has been submitted to the Federal Tax Ombuds-
man (FTO). The LTO has also imposed a pen-
alty of Rs5.41bn, besides a sales tax demand of
Rs13.28bn.

The LTO Lahore had also issued a show-cause
notice to the tractor manufacturing company (for
tax year 2022) to explain sales tax discrepancies
amounting to Rs13.28bn during an audit.

The background of the issue revealed that the
President of Pakistan had directed the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) to restore the investiga-
tion against MTL into alleged inadmissible sales
tax refunds of over Rs12bn for the tax period 2018-
22. The president had dismissed representations
filed by the FBR and the MTL and endorsed the
FTO order to initiate recovery proceedings against
the company.

The LTO Lahore further informed the FTO
that the quasi judicial proceedings are underway
after the issuance of the show-cause notice under
Section 11 of the Sales Tax Act 1990.

The said notice was concluded after allowing
the registered person a reasonable opportunity to
be heard. Since audit proceedings have concluded,
as per the FTO's recommendations, compliance
was with the said recommendations, which was
submitted to the FTO office, according to the LTO
Lahore.
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Aetha Consulting Limited &Specure GmbH, Coleago Consulting
Limited, and Communicators Globe (Private) Limited, Cenerva
Limited, Detecon Consulting FZ-LLC, VI'T Global, NE&S, and
Frontier Economics Limited. Interestingly, JHK Construction
company also submitted an EOI, which sources claim was a
mistake due to its primary involvement in the construction sector

he Government of Pakistan has received

expressions of interest (EOI) from eleven

international consultants and firms for the

upcoming 5G spectrum auction, aimed at
enhancing Next Generation Mobile Broadband Ser-
vices in the country.

Among those who submitted EQIs are notable
firms such as Aetha Consulting Limited &Specure
GmbH, Coleago Consulting Limited, Communi-
cators Globe (Private) Limited, Cenerva Limited,
Detecon Consulting FZ-LLC, VIT Global, NE&S,
and Frontier Economics Limited. Interestingly, JHK
Construction company also submitted an EOI,
which sources claim was a mistake due to its primary
involvement in the construction sector.

These submissions followed a Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) advertisement calling
for consultancy services, which was published both
domestically and internationally. The PTA plans to
shortlist these firms soon, after which a Request for
Proposal (RFP) will be issued to the selected con-
sultants. The consultancy is expected to conduct
stakeholder consultations and provide professional
analysis and advice to ensure a transparent auction
avoiding collusion and fostering competition.

The consultancy’s terms of reference (ToRs) out-
line a strategic framework to maximise the release
of IMT Spectrum, focusing on technology-neutral
solutions that consider international best practices
suitable for Pakistan’s socio-economic landscape.

The selected consultant will also assess spec-
trum valuation, project future economic impacts,
and advise on policy actions required for sustainable
growth in the telecommunications sector. The auc-
tion is stated to be completed by April 2025, accord-
ing to a news report.

Dr Umar Saif, federal minister for Information

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Technology and Telecommunication in the caretaker
government had announced the launch of 5G ser-
vices in Pakistan by July-August 2024.

Speaking at the Pakistan Mobile Summit, the
former minister revealed plans to auction a 300MH=z
spectrum and emphasised the need to enhance the
optic fibre network before the 5G launch.

Dr Umar Saif also shared that the government
aims to promote the local mobile industry by grant-
ing a 3% Research and Development (R&D) allow-
ance to mobile manufacturers, with an increase to
8% in the coming years. This initiative aligns with
broader strategies to boost the technology sector and
achieve self-sufficiency in electronic device produc-
country's recent achievements in mobile phone man-
ufacturing, including assembling 9 million phones
worth $1.5 billion and exporting 250,000 phones,
earning $200 million in foreign exchange.

Dr Umar Saif stressed the importance of devel-
oping a local industry for mobile phone manufactur-
ing to meet domestic demand and explore interna-
tional markets.

The IT ministry had created a thorough business
strategy which outlines the timeline for the rollout
of 3G in conjunction with the acting federal cab-
inet. Strategic components of this plan include the
appointment of foreign advisors and the creation of
an inter-ministerial advisory body to supervise the
development. The focus on lowering the cost of the
infrastructure deployment demonstrated a progres-
sive strategy to deal with budgetary constraints and
guarantee a more seamless transition.

The caretaker Federal Cabinet approved the
long-awaited 5G spectrum auction, which will be
conducted by a commission headed by the finance
minister, according to the Minister of Information
Technology and Telecommunication. With 300
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Megahertz available, this spectrum has the potential
to completely change Pakistan's telecom environ-
ment. With the help of the Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) and a soon-to-be-appointed
consultant, the committee comprised the ministries
of IT, Telecommunication and Industries to ensure a
seamless auction process.

Additionally, the cabinet approved the sharing
of telecom infrastructure between businesses, which
was viewed as a business-friendly measure that could
drastically reduce operating costs by enabling busi-
nesses to use each other's towers. This change was
anticipated to result in significant savings — possi-
bly billions of rupees — which might then be used
to improve the calibre and accessibility of telecom
services across the country.

Now State Minister for IT and Telecommumni-
cation Shaza Fatima Khawaja has announced that
preparations are underway to launch 5G spectrum
services to promote the digital economy in the coun-
try.

“The launch of 3G will facilitate the country’s
youth and create enormous employment opportu-
nities in the IT sector,” the report quoted the state
minister as saying while addressing a ceremony in
Islamabad in connection with the World Telecom-
munication and Information Society Day.

The state minister highlighted the government's
liaison with optic fibre companies to bolster the vol-
ume of their exports, capitalising on the country’s po-
tential in this sector. She said that five billion rupees
have also been allocated for the skill development of
youth. Ms Khawaja added that the incumbent coali-
tion government was working to expand the exports
of around 35 companies engaged in manufacturing
mobile phones.

Meanwhile, Chinese tech giant Huawei has tak-
en the initiative to introduce a new calling feature
under the 5G technology, aimed at helping telecom
operators recover revenue lost to popular communi-
cation platforms like WhatsApp and Facebook calls.

Huawei Pakistan recently hosted the Digital
Week event in Islamabad, showcasing the latest
technologies and emphasising the importance of 5G
implementation in the country. The introduction of
the “New Calling” feature through 5G technology
is expected to offer users a superior communication
experience.

These submissions followed a
Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) advertise-
ment calling for consultancy
services, which was published
both domestically and inter-
nationally. The PTA plans to
shortlist these firms soon

Telecom operators, who have experienced rev-
enue loss due to the prevalence of WhatsApp and
Facebook calls, stand to benefit from this new fea-
may have to pay a higher price due to an optional
add-on. The new calling feature with 5G technology
has already been deployed in certain regions of Chi-
na. This feature enhances the user experience and
enables fast streaming of videos on platforms like
YouTube.

Experts agree that digitalisation will be driv-
en by artificial intelligence (Al), cloud computing,
and the implementation of 5G and 5.5G technolo-
gies shortly. Various companies are developing new
products such as 3D protectors that allow the display
of three-dimensional visuals on mobile screens and
laptops.

Huawei's innovative solutions, including 5.5G
ultra-broadband antennas and green alternatives for
tower equipment, aim to improve network coverage
and reduce carbon emissions.

The 5G network will pave the way for the devel-
opment of innovative products and meet the soar-
ing expectations of an increasingly interconnected
world.
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In its Community Guidelines Enforcement Report for 2024’s
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first quarter, the platform said that approximately 93.9 per
cent of videos that violated the guidelines were removed
within 24 hours of posting, and the proactive removal rate for
the quarter stood at 99.8pc globally

t is a surprise to know that TikTok has blocked
20.2 million videos of Pakistani users for
breaching community guidelines and posting
immoral, obscene and vulgar” content.

In its Community Guidelines Enforcement Re-
port for 2024’s first quarter, the platform said that ap-
proximately 93.9 per cent of videos that violated the
guidelines were removed within 24 hours of posting,
and the proactive removal rate for the quarter stood
at 99.8pc globally.

TikTok said the report was released as part of
its “continuous effort to foster a secure and positive
online environment”, adding that it highlighted the
platform’s “unwavering commitment to transpar-
ency, safety, and inclusivity, reflecting its dedication
to building trust and ensuring a safe platform for its
global community”.

Meanwhile, it said that proactive measures led to
the removal of 166,997,307 videos worldwide, rep-
resenting about 0.9pc of all videos uploaded on the
platform.

“A substantial portion of these, 129,333,793 vid-
eos, were identified and removed through automated
detection technologies, while 6,042,287 videos were
reinstated upon further review.” It said that it was
also disclosing the number of comments removed
and filtered by its comment safety tools for the first
time in a bid to enhance transparency.

“TikTok has removed and filtered 976,479,946
comments using comment safety tools during this
three-month period.

“Moreover, TikTok aggressively pursued spam
accounts and related content, implementing robust
measures to prevent the proliferation of automated
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spam accounts,” the report said.

It added that as part of its global effort to safe-
guard younger users, TikTok also deleted 21,639,414
accounts suspected of belonging to individuals un-
der the age of 13.

The report said the platform’s community guide-
lines were “meticulously crafted to cultivate an en-
vironment that is safe, inclusive, and authentic for
all users, without exceptions” and was enforced
uniformly across all content and users, with TikTok
“striving for consistency and fairness in its enforce-
ment actions”.

It added that by leveraging advanced technology
and human oversight, TikTok efficiently identified,
reviewed and addressed content that contravened its
guidelines. “The periodic publication of the Com-
mmunity Guidelines Enforcement Report offers in-
sights into the scale and nature of content and ac-
count actions, underscoring TikTok’s commitment
to full transparency,” the report concluded.

The market for short video applications in Chi-
na was increased by the release of short video apps
like Micro-vision, Second Beat, and Meipai in the
second half of 2013. In 2016, the TikTok app was
launched, and because of its unique and peculiar fea-
tures, it instantly became popular among the masses
and managed to gain huge popularity among social
media users.

This app also addicted kids and vouth from var-
ious backgrounds thanks to these 60-second home
movies. It is simple and quick to record videos for
TikTok. Additionally, there have been no language
difficulties because they will be put to music. Teen-
agers make up the bulk of its fan base 90% of them
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use TikTok daily. According to data, 41% of users
of TikTok are between the ages of 16 to 24. Since
TikTok and Pakistan have a love-hate relationship
and have been outlawed four times by the Pakistani
government, the major question is whether this is a
good social media platform for the entertainment
and information of the youth.

Through the use of this app, the concept is spread
that young people may achieve fame through the
publication of a single online video. As a direct result
of this, a growing nmumber of preteens and teenagers
are producing short films, which is adding fuel to the
fire that ensures the TikTok craze is still going strong.

Now everyone has rushed to the platform Tik-
Tok. Self-confidence has a great impact on the ability
to analyse and carry out any task successfully. Be-
cause of the popularity of TikTok among Pakistani
teenage users, it can be assumed that the teenage
phase of self-confidence and selfgrowth is deeply
impacted by this social media platform. Since young
people only use their limited free time to pass the
time on the app, its drawbacks are still unclear to the
majority of people. Teenagers devote their free time
to TikTok, but its long-term effects must be scru-
tinised and gauged.

A theory that discusses how this “teenager mode”
may help to lessen the negative impact TikTok has
already had is also discussed because this is primarily
for teenagers and there is a mode called “teenager
mode” that can send healthy and upbeat videos that
encourage teenagers to cherish their current lives.

Most social media platforms have created new
sources of revenue opportunities. As more people

.4
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use these platforms to build their careers, the pres-
ence of influencers on social media has come to be
associated with the possibility of untalented celebri-
ties. TikTok, like other social media sites, has a fair
proportion of influential users, and the 15-second
video format attracts users who are sometimes re-
ferred to as meme machines. Meme machines are
social media influencers who make money through
interaction with their followers by way of the content
they share.

The usage of TikTok is undoubtedly advanta-
geous; however, there are both advantages and dis-
advantages. As a result, additional analysis and new
models are required for its implementation in its op-
erations. Social media use is not necessarily terrible
or detrimental. According to a recent study, Gen-
eration Z users of TikTok can establish a sense of

This app also addicted kids
and youth from various back-
grounds; thanks to these
60-second home movies. It
is simple and quick to record
videos for TikTok. Additionally,
there have been no language
difficulties because they will be
put to music

self and significance due to ongoing social contact.
However, there are still certain drawbacks if users do
not utilise the programme appropriately. TikTok was
only intended as an app platform by its developers.
Making it this way serves no purpose that people can
comprehend. As a result, the user is ultimately re-
sponsible for the security flaws and the poor scores.
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We recently had the pleasure of celebrating a vibrant employee function and a joyous birthday
party at Faletti's Hotel, Lahore! The highlight of the event was a special cake-cutting ceremony
led by the esteemed Director Operations Mr. Irshad B. Anjum. The event was filled with elegance,
memorable moments, and award distribution ceremony to motivate the employees.
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FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK | JULY, 2024



FLARE REPORT

Business Mews Magazine

EVENT |

Free download: flare.pk

vivo V30 celebrates community
and sports at UKFA EURO
2024™ closing ceremony

ViVO UEFA EURD 2024™ '

PLAYER OF
THE MATCH

SEM FINALS

Lamine Yamal

OTAHVACRA 108 Doromund Germorny

Vive |

action, or
documenting the rise of young talents, the advanced imaging capabilities of the vivo V30
allows fans to immortalize every thrilling moment with remarkable clarity and detail.
From spectacular goals to the raw emotions on players’ faces, vivo ensures that every

Whether capturing stunning photos of the game, witnessing the legends in

Wow Moment is perfectly preserved

ceremony took place on 14 July in Berlin,
with vivo V30 proudly serving as the offi-

cial smartphone and partner of the tournament. For
the past month, fans enjoyed exciting football match-
es culminating in Spain emerging victorious, beating
England 2-1.

vivo enriched the thrilling UEFA EURO 2024™
experience by celebrating the diverse Wow Moments
that united football fans worldwide through its cut-
ting-edge technology and engaging programs. By
capturing exceptional athletic performances, cham-
the football community, vivo underscored its com-
mitment to celebrating the authentic spirit of sports-
manship and conveying its “The Joy of Humanity”
to the global audience.

Homnoring the Wow Moments: Empowering
fans to capture the action through vive V30

vivo aims fo highlight and celebrate every as-
pect of football, from the wonderful moments on
the pitch to all the fans’ passion. With the vivo V30,
studio-level portrait photography is accessible to ev-
eryvone. Whether capturing stunning photos of the
game, witnessing the legends in action, or document-
ing the rise of young talents, the advanced imaging
capabilities of the vivo V30 allows fans to immortal-
ize every thrilling moment with remarkable clarity
and detail. From spectacular goals to the raw emo-
tions on players’ faces, vivo ensures that every Wow
Moment is perfectly preserved.

vivo also participated in the ‘Player of the Match
Award’ during UEFA EURO 2024™, highlighting
the exceptional Wow performances of both seasoned
players and rising stars. Each award celebrated not
just the athlete’s technical prowess, but also their
passion, teamwork, and the emotional intensity
they bring to each game, creating lasting memories
for fans and players alike. By giving young talents
a platform to shine, vivo has also inspired the next
generation of footballers to create their own WOW
moments, further enriching the sport’s development.

Passion beyond the match: Celebrating the
football commumity

vivo’s core philosophy—centered around being
user-oriented with the belief that technology should
improve lives—is reflected in its commitment to em-

he UEFA European Football Champion-
ship 2024 (UEFA EURO 2024™) closing
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powering fans to capture their own “Wow moments”
using UEFA EURO 2024™ themed filters. The cam-
paign ignited a brilliant wave of creativity, allowing
fans to customize their own Wow photos and videos,
and showcase their passion and enthusiasm on so-
cial media, reflecting vivo'’s deep appreciation for the
passion and engagement of the football community.

vivo also collaborated with leading sports media
Goal.com on the “Passion Beyond The Match” doc-
umentary to capture the shared passion of fans from
24 countries, and show how football unites com-
mmunities across the globe as a universal language.
It also featured in-depth interviews where football
lovers from around the world shared their unique
UEFA EURO 2024™ experiences and feelings.
These stories highlighted their love for the game and
the profound connections formed through football.
“Passion Beyond The Match” also featured stunning
portrait photos of fans captured by the vivoX100
series, showcasing their pride, joy, excitement, and
providing a visual testament to their unwavering sup-
port for their teams.

vivo is proud to be part of UEFA
Furopean Football Champi-
onship 2024 (UEFA EURO
2024™) efforts in making the
KUROCUP more inclusive.
vivo provided vivo X100 Series
smartphones equipped with
Audio-Descriptive
Commentary (ADC) service via
the UEFA EURO Official app

The joy of humanity: Spotlighting diversified
football fan groups

vivo is proud to be part of UEFA European Foot-
ball Championship 2024 (UEFA EURO 2024™) ef-
forts in making the EUROCUP more inclusive. vivo
provided vivo X100 Series smartphones equipped
with Aundio-Descriptive Commentary (ADC) ser-
vice viathe UEFA EURO Official app. This service
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allowed visually impaired individuals worldwide to
listen to detailed commentary on all 51 matches in
real time. This effort demonstrated vivo’s commit-
ment to developing solutions that meet a wide range
of needs, with a special focus on caring for the hear-
ing and visually impaired, and elderly communities.
inclusion and contributed to the construction of a
more equitable and inclusive society.

vivo further showcased its dedication to creating
unforgettable experiences for a rural football fan by
arranging for 12-year-old Lai Xun Xiang from a vil-
lage in Guizhou, China, to attend the UEFA EURO
2024™ppening ceremony and celebrate with fellow
fans. Lai Xun Xiang expressed his excitement: “I'm
going to tell the whole world that I was born in a
place where everyone is a footballaholic. With the
blessings of everyone in my village packed in my
heart, I will travel further and our shared passion will
bring us closer to each other.”

“Technological innovation must bear corre-
sponding social responsibilities. The sustainable de-
velopment mission for technology enterprises is to
ensure that everyone can enjoy the happiness and
beauty brought by technological advancements,”
said Hu Bai Shan, Senior Vice President and Chief
Operation Officer at vivo.

As UEFA EURO 2024™ concludes, the legacy
of these moments and the role of vivo's technology
in capturing them will continue to resonate. Com-
mitted to delivering “The Joy of Humanity” to glob-
al users, vivo will continue to bridge communities
through the power of technology the universal lan-
guage of sports.
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abinet Division has cautioned the gowv-
ernment officials of hackers targeting via
‘WhatsApp and phishing emails to the offi-
cial correspondents. The Cabinet Division
claimed in a statement that government officers arethe
subject of a targeted APT attack that was conducted
via phishing emails and several fake
bers as 923176723167, 03357837013, 03557877912,
03552217450, 0355787912, 03553825375,
03557946757, 03115700308, 03552666591.

In an attempt to use malware to conduct a cy-
beraltack, the attacker is sending different messag-
es using many cellphone numbers and emails with
fictitious domains. To get access to the devices, the
attacker sends Remote Access Tools (RAT) files in
RAR format. To protect their data, the heads of
departments have been asked to instruct their offi-
cers & staff not to download any files received from
the aforementioned WhatsApp numbers or any un-
known numbers/emails.

In view of this scam, the federal government has
established a five-member joint investigation team —
headed by the Islamabad police chief — to “identi-
fy and prosecute the culprits” who are using social
media platforms to create chaos and disorder in the
country through “malicious” online campaigns.

According to the notification by the Interior Min-
istry, the JIT has been constituted under Section 30
of the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act 2016
which includes the Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) cybercrime director, the FIA Counter-Terror-
ism Wing director, Islamabad DIG (Investigation),
and the Islamabad police SSP (CTD). The panel can
also co-opt any other person as a member.

As per the terms of reference of the JIT, the
five-member body will “investigate and determine
the organised objectives of the accused and their ac-
complices who have created chaos and disorder in
Pakistan through malicious social media campaign”.
It will also identify and prosecute the “culprits” un-
der the applicable laws. The notification said that the
Islamabad police headquarters will provide secretari-
al support to the JIT. The formation of the JIT came
as a crackdown on social media is in full swing and
the government is also planning to install a firewall
to block access to ‘controversial content’. Last week,
the police and the FIA arrested PTI spokesperson
Raoof Hassan under the Peca law for allegedly run-
ning an online anti-state campaign.

“However the Prevention of Electronic Crimes
Act (Peca) law has extraterritorial jurisdiction so
the government can approach some other country
in case of having a bilateral agreement. It is a good
effort to show that someone is investigating and it
will create fear that a person can be caught,” said an
expert on the subject matter while commenting on
the JIT formed under Peca.

Another expert, on the condition of anonymi-
ty, told a local daily that 99 per cent of the people
will easily be able to evade the JIT as the authori-
ties would be able to identify only those who have
a prominent role. According to the expert, social
media platforms, such as Facebook and ‘X', will be
apprehensive about sharing data of their users with
the Pakistani authorities due to their concerns about
human rights.

It may be noted that the army spokesperson ear-
lier this month said that there were ‘digital terrorists’
who were creating a false narrative against the army
and its leadership on social media using tools, such
as cell phones, computers, falsehood, and propagan-
da. A few days after the press conference of the army
spokesperson, PTI founder Imran Khan regretted
how certain individuals with no understanding of
social media were dishing out “digital terrorism” la-
bels.

WhatsApp has become essential to our daily
communication, making it mcred.tblycom'ementto
stay connected with friends and colleagues world-
wide. With over 2.78 billion monthly active users
across 180 countries, WhatsApp is the most popular
mobile messenger app, with 140 billion messages be-
ing exchanged daily.

However, WhatsApp is also a playground for
hackers and scammers. To protect yourself from
potential attacks, it's essential to understand how

:

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Free download: flare.pk

TELEPEDIA |

FLARE REPORT

High-level committee
to Investigate and track
hacker attacks on

official data

The federal government has established a five-member joint
investigation team — headed by the Islamabad police chiel — to
“identify and prosecute the culprits” who are using social media
platforms to create chaos and disorder in the country through
“malicious” online campaigns

‘WhatsApp hacking works.

Hackers can break WhatsApp by tricking users
into giving away verification codes, using spyware,
sending malware as attachments, or even cloning
your phone or WhatsApp account. However, an at-
tack is successful only after you interact with the at-
tacker in some way, such as clicking on a link, down-
loading a file, or responding to a message. Therefore,
when you receive a suspicious message, the best ac-
tion is to report and delete it.

Here are the most common ways hackers at-
tempt to steal data, launch scams and ransomware,

or spread malware on WhatsApp.

In an attempt to use malware to
conduct a eyberattack, the
attacker is sending different
messages using many
cellphone numbers and emails
with fictitious domains. To get
access to the devices, the at-
tacker sends Remote Access
Tools (RAT) files in RAR format

Social engineering is a method of manipulat-
ing people to extract sensitive information, such as
passwords or verification codes. In the context of
‘WhatsApp, hackers can register your number on
their device and request a verification code to access
your account.

How it works? Hackers register your number on
the WhatsApp application by downloading the app
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to their phone, entering your telephone number, and
getting the verification code to access the account.
The verification code is sent to your phone, and then
the hacker will try to trick you into handing over the
code.

How to protect yourself. If you receive a text
message with a WhatsApp verification code and one
of your WhatsApp contacts immediately contacts
you, asking you to share the verification code, don’t
give it. Because once you do it, the hacker can use it
to access your WhatsApp account.

“WhatsApp Forward Call” is a method hackers
use to gain access to a vicim's account and all in-
coming calls.

How it works? You may receive a message, email,
or phone call that tricks you into dialling a number
with a Man Machine Interface (MMI) code. If you
fall for the trick and make the call, your calls will
automatically be forwarded to the attacker’s number.
After the attacker has forwarded your calls to their
phone, they can install WhatsApp, register your
mm]ber,andrequestavenﬁcatlonmdebyphone

Huw to protect yourself. Avoid responding to
messages or requests from unknown contacts. Also,
avoid calling unknown numbers.

Amnother popular method is hacking WhatsApp's
web version. To access and log in to WhatsApp Web,
users have to scan a QR code that appears on the web
browser service.

How it works? Hackers take the QR code from
WhatsApp Web and place it on a malicious page. If
you scan that fake QR code using WhatsApp — or
sometimes even with your phone camera, they can
steal your login credentials and use them to hack
your account. =
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appening now is that the tasteless and

unhinged policies, disconnected from ordinary citizens and
withoutanyreformagenda,arebeingfinalisedbetweenthe IMF
and the political elite. It looks more like an exchange of ideas
in a foreign language between the referred above stakeholders
with hardly any resonance with the prime stakeholders, the
Pakistani masses, whose growth in economic terms actually
defines the success or failure of any reform process

akistan has been the recipient of the IMF

programme since the second five-year plan

tary rule of Ayub Khan opted to align the
economic, military, and political direction of the
nation-state with the western hemisphere led by
the United States. If on one hand the military was
integrated into the Pentagon’s remote partnership
via CENTO and SEATO, the same arrangement
brought in an economic strategy of growth based on
expanding the two gaps — namely the saving-invest-
ment gap and the import-export gap, both of which
can be seen as having been created deliberately to fill
them up with investment as well as foreign assistance
from mmultiple sources.

That period was characterised by a fair-weather
assumption that the economy would be growing un-
der a few understood assumptions, namely a free rein
to the industry with a deliberately fractured ‘collec-
tive bargaining’, meaning no outside arrangements
for the distribution of profits and consequent accu-
mulation of the ‘capitalist surplus’ as visualised by
the late Dr. MahbubulHaq. Preserving this arrange-
ment, with the exchange rate being kept stable under
a controlled or totalitarian system of government
supplemented by a ‘Police State’ constitutes the rules
of engagement between the ruling establishment and
the ruled ‘masses’.

The story since then has been of the slow trans-
formation of the economy from a nominally infla-
tionary to a high-cost one. The inflation cycle, whilst
pushing an increasing number of Pakistanis beneath
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the poverty line, has also made it extremely difficult
for businesses to earn bumper profits; suggesting
that the firms are now unable to break even to re-
main afloat, both in the micro and macro sense. This
aspect discourages the expansion of operations and
consequently leads to a slower generation of job op-
portunities in the economy.

The current state of affairs can only aggravate
the situation where the Pakistani economy cannot
go beyond getting loans and repaying them; with
no growth or reform prospects in the real sense. Po-
litically, it means strengthening of a client state like
Egypt rather than fostering a growth economy like
Turkey or India.

Coming to the possible ways out of the current
quagmire, it is imperative that the reform not be
based on a bland mix of checklists. It must rather
involve an overhaul of the system in its barest sense,
including political reform, transformation into an
authentic democracy, social reform, and legal re-
form. Perhaps most importantly, building an econ-
omy with equal opportunity for access to resources.

What seems to be happening now is that the
tasteless and unhinged policies, disconnected from
ordinary citizens and without any reform agenda,
are being finalised between the IMF and the politi-
cal elite. It looks more like an exchange of ideasina
foreign language between the referred above stake-
holders with hardly any resonance with the prime
stakeholders, the Pakistani masses, whose growth
in economic terms actually defines the success or
failure of any reform process. The options within
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the political system might not readily allow a more
optimal arrangement; however, it is imperative that
instead of passing on the stringent cost of reform
to the informal economic sphere, the regulated and
high-income strata of the economy may be put as
the target in clear terms.

Recently there has been talk of disinvestment
or privatisation of corporations like the PIA. That
might be a welcome sign, but not enough of a step.
The cost of administrative maintenance itself needs
to be questioned for audit and eventual resetting.
This may not be welcomed by entrenched interests
in the Pakistani economy, polity, or society, but it is
imperative and unavoidable.

The above argument stands on the ground that
passing on the inflationary impact of the reforms
as advocated by the IMF in the form of haphaz-
ard withdrawal of subsidies might not win over
the general population. Instead, it is likely to cause
riots and political instability. Here, it is important
that the fuel subsidy operations of India and Iran in
2010-2011 are studied, where the reform was grad-
ual. Targeted subsidies can also be explored such
as those deployed in Iran or other Middle Eastern
economies. Here it may be noted that the draconian
image of IMF reform in Pakistan has actually dis-
couraged vast tracks of the population from volun-
tary documentation of the economy.

The recipe for going forward needs to be based
on the following commitments, failing which the
upsurge of revolt can easily overtake reform. The
reform process needs to be owned by the people
and not something from above. With ideal prereg-
uisites of the reform still not present; administrative
measures should be balanced out to create breath-
ing space for the informal, agricultural, and SME
sectors to go beyond subsistence planning at the
micro level.

Secondly, the gradual resetting of the budget
in a manner that improves productivity and export
potential at a systemic level may be an important
direction to adopt. Without mincing words, the de-
fence establishment’s weapon systems manufactur-
ing can be leveraged to identify needs and capture
markets in the international arena. With Pakistan
having made its name in airborne assets, these ideas
can be realized: offering third-world operators bet-
ter solutions at more affordable rates. The USA is
perhaps the greatest example of a successful case
in this vein, its defense-industrial complex being a
major source for armaments and military technol-
ogies across the globe but with democratic process-
es placing parameters around the decision-making
process.

The current state of affairs can
only aggravate the situation
where the Pakistani economy
cannot go beyond getting loans
and repaying them; with no
growth or reform prospects
in the real sense. Politically, it
means strengthening of a elient
state like Egypt rather than
ostering a growth economy like
Turkey or India

Political reform based on cost-cutting and
aimed at discouraging extravagant spending needs
to be pursued. Here the state and the government
as they are now have to take bold steps and intro-
spect. Conclusively, with the current ground reali-
ties and the paucity of time, it is a hard choice for
the established setups to cajole the masses towards
a partnership in reform. A difficult proposition, but
a necessary one to move forward in a meaningful
sense.- The author carries with him 34 years of a diverse
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akistan’s vibrant seafood industry has

made significant strides in recent years,

with mud crabs emerging as a star export

product. Mud crabs are not only ecologi-
cally important for their roles in marine ecosystems
but also culturally and economically significant due
to their culinary appeal. Responsible fishing and
habitat protection are essential to ensure the sus-
tainability of mud crab populations in the face of
growing demand.

Mud crab consumption is not very commeon in
Pakistan, but there are still good mumbers of people
who seek this highly prized delicacy of the Arabi-
an Sea. Since mud crabs are highly demanded in
the international market, 90 percent of local mud
crab catch is exported from Pakistan, but there is
still some of it left for local consumption. Mud crab
is famous for its larger sizes and high meat yield
as compared to other locally available varieties of
crabs.

There are two variants of mud crab general-
ly found in Pakistan. The first and most common
variant is the export rejected (rejected when either
of the claws is broken). These mud crabs are very
economical. The second variant is a large size, ex-
port-standards Mud crab which is approximately
400 to 700 grams in size and is without any broken
leg or claw. However, this second variant is costly
because of international demand.

The coastal belt is naturally rich for fattening
mud crabs due to lucrative economic returns; thus,
it will generate good income benefits for poor fam-
ilies. The practice of crab fattening is spreading
widely in the coastal areas, resulting in additional

~ income to the fishing households. The high de-

mand has increased in the price of immature crabs.

Fishermen now tend to fatten the crabs in ponds
rather than selling immature crabs to earn their
better values. The fisheries department may ex-
plore possibilities of establishing a hatchery for the
production of juvenile mud crabs to reduce depen-
dence on wild stocks which will benefit communi-
ties, ecosystems and commercial ventures.

As Pakistani exporters continue fo tap into the
global market, they are increasingly focusing on
China as a key destination for their high-quality
mud crabs, well known for their rich flavour and
succulent meat.

According to Volza's Pakistan Export data, mud
crab export shipments from Pakistan stood at 5.5K,
exported by 46 Pakistan exporters to 122 buyers.

Recently China has emerged as the largest mar-
ket for Pakistani mud crabs, with exports to the
country surpassing those to other destinations such
as the United Arab Emirates and the United States.

Pakistan is now ranked as the third-largest ex-
porter of mud crabs globally, highlighting the coun-
try's strong position in the international seafood
market.

The surge in Pakistani mud crab exports to Chi-
na can be attributed to the country’s commitment
to quality and the optimisation of supply chains.
Pakistani exporters have capitalised on the rising
demand for high-quality seafood in China, where
mud crabs are highly valued for their culinary ap-
peal and nutritional benefits.

“Qur average weight per box net weight of 16
kg, we exported about 3,000 tons of live mud crabs
to China over the last 3 years” said Mr. Tehseen Pa-
tel, CEO of Areeba Enterprises, a leading Pakistani
mud crab exporter.

Areeba Enterprises, which started exporting
Pakistani mud crabs internationally in 2016, has
seen success in the Chinese market, driven by the
company'’s focus on quality control and sustainable
fishing practices.

According to China's customs statistics, the
import of live, fresh, or cold mud crabs (Chinese
Customs code 030633) from Pakistan has increased
significantly in recent years.

In 2023, China imported live, fresh or cold crabs
from Pakistan (Chinese Customs code 030633) for
$42,594,065, up 141% from $17,658,045 in 2020.

This trend highlights the growing demand for
Pakistani mud crabs in China and the potential for
further expansion in the market.
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Pakistan highly rich
in global standard

mud crabs
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As Pakistani exporters continue (o tap into the
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global market,

they are increasingly focusing on China as a key destination
for their high-quality mud crabs, well known for their rich

flavour and succulent meat

Driven by a robust appetite for seafood in Chi-
na, Areeba Enterprises has established a robust sup-
ply chain, shipping live mud crabs directly to major
cities like Guangzhou, Shanghai, Beijing, and Kun-
ming.

The journey from Pakistan's shores to China’s
bustling markets typically takes between 24 to 48
hours, ensuring the freshness and vitality of the
crabs upon arrival.

The coastal belt is naturally
rich for fattening mud crabs
due to lucrative economic
returns; thus, it will generate
good income benefits for poor
families. The practice of crab
fattening is spreading widely in
the coastal areas, resulting in
additional income to the fishing
households

As the Pakistani exporter continues to tap into
the global market, Tehseen Patel is investing in
modernisation and sustainability to meet the evolv-
ing needs of international buyers.

Areeba has embarked on a mission to train local
fishermen in best practices, invest in state-of-the-art
hatcheries and conditioning facilities, and integrate
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sustainable practices throughout its supply chain.

The Chinese seafood market is a vibrant land-
scape with a wide array of products in high demand.
In the Chinese market, there is high demand for
shrimps, fresh and frozen fish (ribbonfish, croaker,
and mackerel), crabs, lobsters, scallops, and squid.

In addition to mud crabs, Areeba Enterprises
also exports a diverse range of seafood products,
including shrimps (white-leg shrimp and tiger
shrimp), live lobsters, etc.

The company has ambitious plans to further
expand its footprint in the Chinese seafood mar-
ket. “We are committed to diversifying our product
range and forging closer strategic partnerships with
local distributors, retailers, and e-commerce plat-
forms.

By doing so, we aim to not only satisfy the ev-
er-growing demands of the Chinese market but also
contribute to the sustainable development of Paki-
stan’s seafood industry,” Tehseen Patel added.

On the other hand, the Pakistan pavilion
emerged as a star attraction at the ongoing 30th
China Lanzhou Investment and Trade Fair, show-
casing a stunning array of handicrafts that captivat-
ed the hearts and minds of visitors from around the
globe.

The five-day event provided a vibrant platform
for businesses worldwide to showcase their offer-
ings and forge new partnerships.

At the forefront of the Pakistan pavilion stood
Kamil Muhammad, a seasoned veteran of the Lan-
zhou Fair, making his seventh appearance at the
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million Panda Bonds

' to Chinese investors

Panda Bonds are sold in China’s domestic market and are
lj' denominated in its currency, though they are issued by non-

Chinese entities. Pakistan plans to issue these Bonds to diversify
@  isfunding sources and strengthen its foreign exchange reserves
| by attracting Chinese investors

ederal Minister for Finance and Revenue

Muhammad Aurangzeb briefed the Gov-

ernor of People's Bank of China (PBoC)

Pan Gongsheng on Pakistan’s plan to
launch panda Bonds in Beijing where he discussed
a wide range of economic issues during a meeting
with representatives of the said financial institu-
tions.

Panda Bonds are sold in China’s domestic mar-
ket and are denominated in its currency, though
they are issued by non-Chinese entities. Pakistan
plans to issue these Bonds to diversify its funding
sources and strengthen its foreign exchange re-
serves by attracting Chinese investors.

The initial issuance is expected to raise between
$250 million and $300 million which will help Pa-
kistan improve its financial stability amid econom-
ic challenges like high inflation and declining forex
Teserves.

The Minister spoke about the government’s
economic policy during the meeting.

“Underlining Pakistan’s plan to launch Panda
Bonds, Minister for Finance briefed PBoC and
other Financial Institutions about the steps taken
so far and sought the cooperation of the Chinese
institutional investors in the capital market to seek
benefit from the pro-business policies of the new
[Pakistani] Government,” said a statement issued
by the finance division after the parley.

The Pakistani official also highlighted the
country’s improving macroeconomic indicators,
reforms in tax collection and energy sector and pri-
vatisation of loss-making state-owned enterprises.

He applauded Chinese President Xi Jinping's
Belt and Road Initiative while reviewing the prog-
ress of its flagship China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
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ridor (CPEC) project.

The Finance Minister noted the next phase
of CPEC would focus on strengthening busi-
ness-to-business cooperation, with the private sec-
tor playing the central role in the development and
economic growth.

Both officials are expected to take up several
proposals with the Chinese side, including reprofil-
ing of nearly $15 billion energy sector debt.

The historical context of Panda Bonds reveals
their evolution and significance. The first two Pan-
da Bonds were issued in October 2005 by the In-
ternational Finance Corporation and the Asian
Development Bank. Initially, concerns arose with-

The Pakistani official also high-
lighted the country’s improving
macroeconomic indicators,
reforms in tax collection and
energy sector, and privatisation
of loss-making state-owned
enlerprises

in the Chinese government regarding the potential
impact on their currency peg. However, over time,
the Chinese authorities allowed the sale of Panda
Bonds under the condition that funds raised must

The issuance process for Panda Bonds involves
stringent criteria and procedures. Foreign issuers
must demonstrate high-profile and quality creden-
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tials, as Chinese regulators prioritise building the
market with premium names. The application pro-
cess entails self-assessment, informal discussions,
and formal meetings with regulators. All documen-
tation must be in simplified Mandarin and comply
with Chinese law, which presents a challenge for
non-Hong Kong issuers. Furthermore, financial ac-
counts must adhere to Chinese Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles (GAAP) and be audited by
a Chinese-registered firm.

Moreover, the issuance of Panda Bonds under-
scores the strategic significance of Pakistan-China
relations. Through the utilisation of Panda Bonds
to attract Chinese investors, Pakistan enhances the
depth of its economic collaboration with China.
The resilience and strength observed within Chi-
na’s bond market offer Pakistan a crucial pathway
towards ensuring financial stability and fostering
economic growth. This not only facilitates the ex-
ecution of infrastructure development and invest-
ment ventures but also cultivates a deeper level of
economic integration between the two nations,
laying the groundwork for sustained mutual pros-
perity.

In the long term, the issuance of Panda Bonds
aligns seamlessly with Pakistan's overarching vi-
sion for economic development. This strategic
move serves as a cornerstone in reinforcing bilater-
al cooperation between Pakistan and China, setting
the stage for sustained growth and prosperity over
the long term. Beyond merely serving as a financial
transaction, Panda Bonds symbolise a deepening
commitment to collaboration and partnership be-
tween the two nations. By opting to tap into the
Chinese Bond market through Panda Bonds, Paki-
stan not only diversifies its funding sources but also
deepens its economic ties with China. This sym-
biotic relationship contributes to the creation of a
robust framework for mutual economic advance-
ment. Furthermore, it signifies Pakistan’s proactive
approach to leveraging innovative financial instru-
ments to propel its developmental agenda forward.

China views Pakistan as a crucial player in re-
gional stability and their relationship extends be-
yond mere diplomatic ties. China views Pakistan
as more than an ally—it considers Pakistan's sta-
bility, nuclear capabilities, and strategic location as
essential components of regional security and glob-
al politics. China’s support for Pakistan extends
beyond mere transactional assistance; it serves as
a cornerstone for Pakistan's economic well-being.
Their strategic cooperation goes beyond financial
transactions; it serves as a testament to the endur-
ing diplomatic ties between Pakistan and China.

Panda Bonds, however, serve as diplomatic
tools, amplifying the narrative of a robust and en-
during partnership between Pakistan and China.
By tapping into the Chinese bond market, Paki-
stan not only secures essential financial resources
but also strengthens its diplomatic ties with Chi-
na. The issuance of Panda Bonds reflects a shared
commitment to fostering mutual trust and cooper-
ation, transcending borders and currencies. There-
fore this initiative would play a significant role in
bridging the gap between Pakistan and China, both
economically and diplomatically. As these bonds
find eager investors in China, they also weave a
narrative of trust, resilience, and shared aspirations
and would bridge the gap between the two nations,
transcending borders and currencies, and affirming
that economic cooperation is the cornerstone of
lasting friendship.

Looking ahead, such initiatives are poised to
strengthen Pakistan-China economic ties and fos-
ter greater collaboration across various sectors. As
Pakistan continues to navigate economic challeng-
es and pursue growth opportunities, its partnership
with China remains instrumental. The issuance of
Panda Bonds by Pakistan underscores the growing
strength and depth of its relationship with China.
Beyond economic cooperation, it reflects a broad-
er strategic partnership based on mutual trust and
shared interests. This initiative not only enhances
financial stability but also opens avenues for great-
er collaboration, reinforcing the enduring bond be-
tween Pakistan and China.
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Licencees mustadhere to the principles when setting the tariff
for cellular mobile telecommunication services to safeguard
consumer’s interests. Set tariffs at a level that provides a
reasonablereturnoninvestmentconsideringoperational costs
and avoiding cross-subsidisation of other telecommunication

services

he Pakistan Telecommunication Authori-

ty (PTA) has drafted the “Tariff for Cellu-

lar Mobile Telecommunication Services

Regulations, 2024." According to the
draft, licencees are required to ensure adherence
to price flexibility while safeguarding the interests
of consumers and avoiding cross-subsidisation of
other telecommunication services. These regula-
tions apply to all cellular mobile licencees for set-
ting retail tariffs for licenced services provided to
CONSUmMeTrs.

Licencees must adhere to the principles when
setting the tariff for cellular mobile telecommuni-
cation services to safeguard consumer interests. Set
tariffs at a level that provides a reasonable return
on investment considering operational costs and
avoiding cross-subsidisation of other telecommu-
nication services.

The procedure for tariff approval for Significant
Market Power (SMP) and non-SMP licencees is as
follows:

Tariff for non-SMP Operators

Tariff changes must be notified to the Author-
ity and consumers at least seven (07) days before
implementation. Non-SMP licencees have the free-
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dom to set and revise their tariffs for telecommuni-
cation services, subject to the Authority's oversight.

Tariff for SMP Licencees

SMP Licencees must submit complete propos-
als for tariff establishment or revision to the Au-
thority for approval at least 15 days before the in-
tended launch of the proposed tariff.

Tariff for Assistance and Directory Inquiry Ser-
vice

Licencees are not allowed to charge for Op-
erator Assistance Services or Directory Inquiry
Services without prior approval from the Author-
ity. Licencees must establish a dedicated helpline
service for consumers to access assistance free of
charge.

Licencees must submit written applications for
introducing new tariffs or modifications to the Di-
rector General (Commercial Affairs) at PTA HQs
either through letter, fax or email. The proposal
must be comprehensive and unambiguous, explicit-
ly specifying all features e.g., i) discount, ii) validity
period or iii) special conditions etc, duly supported
with facts and figures as per the prescribed format
(if any) including but not limited to the following
information:
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Businass Mews Magazine

a) the base on which the proposed tariff has
been set and evidence to support the setting of the
tariff claimed;

b) cost data and calculations which show the
total costs associated with the proposed Tariff in
sufficient detail and which enable the Authority
to be satisfied. The proposal must include detailed
information on the basis for the proposed tariff
shall not result in predatory pricing or excessive
pricing by the Licencee; c), cost data, and calcu-
lations which show the margin/reasonable rate of
return that will be achieved for the proposed tariff
in sufficient detail and which enable the Authority
to undertake an imputation assessment to ensure
that a margin squeeze shall not result after taking
account of the regulated charges to provide the re-
tail service; and

d) In case, the proposed tariff is a bundle, cost
data and calculations of the services that make up
the bundled tariff are in sufficient detail to enable
the Authority to undertake and assess whether the
bundle can be economicato ensure fair pricing.

The Authority will be replicated by other Licen-
cees:

The tariff shall be considered to be burdensome
if: (a) profit to the Licencee is abnormally higher
than the reasonable rate of return considering the
cost of operations; (b) the Proposed tariff is high as
compared to industry benchmark and/or respec-
tive inflation during the period; (c) the tariff is be-
yond the affordability level of average Consumers;
and (d) any other factor determined by the Author-
ity from time to time.

The SMP Licencee’s interconnection charges/
wholesale tariffs including Mobile Termination
Rate (MTR) shall be regulated by the Authority.
These charges shall be based on Long Run Incre-
mental Cost (LRIC) and/or any other methodolo-
gy such as international benchmarking etc., regu-
late SMP Licensees’ interconnection charges and
wholesale tariffs based on Long Run Incremental
Cost (LRIC) or other methodologies determined
by the Authority from time to time.

The licencees must provide updated tariffs for
the national, and international roaming facility for
each respective city, region and country on its web-
site along with complete terms and the consumer
shall also be informed through SMS, after select-
ing a particular service on their website and inform
consumers through SMS.

The licencee shall only activate services on in-
ternational roaming that have been subscribed/
requested by a consumer in writing. The licencee
must not charge consumers beyond their security

Consumers must be informed
of voice, SMS, and data tariffs
while roaming through SMS,
USSD, App ete. The licencee
shall ensure that consumers
will not be charged beyond the
amount of the security deposit
while on roaming various com-
munication channels

deposit while roaming and must obtain explicit
consent for the automatic renewal of subscrip-
tion-based packages. Consumers must be informed
of voice, SMS, and data tariffs while roaming
through SMS, USSD, App etc. The licencees shall
not activate the automatic renewal of subscrip-
tion-based packages upon the expiry of that pack-
age, without soliciting explicit consent of the Con-
sumer. In case of auto-recursive renewals, explicit
consent, as well as steps for unsubscribing offer as
bundle and package, shall be intimated before the
first auto-renewal.

The regulations aim to ensure fair pricing, con-
sumer protection, and transparency in the cellular
mobile telecommunication services sector. m
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| Shell Pakistan

the current economic situation
in Pakistan are the principal reasons for the exit. They are
consolidating their financial position and have curtailed
retail business in some other countries. Another reason is
international investors don’t have a good view of the economy.
[’s a major market signal

audi Arabia’s business giant, Asyad Hold-

ing Group, has acquired 77.42% of the

shareholdings and control of Shell Pakistan

Limited through Wafi Energy Holding Lim-
ited, a United Arab Emirates (UAE) based firm, as
stated by the Competition Commission of Pakistan
(CCP).

“The Competition Commission of Pakistan has
approved the acquisition under Section 11 of the
Competition Act, 2010, thus solidifying the said
transaction to boost the retail oil sector in Paki-
stan,” according to the CCP handout.

A spokesperson for the oil marketing compa-
ny confirmed the CCP had approved the sale of
17.42% shares of Shell Pakistan Limited — a deal
that has been underway for at least a year.

“The completion of the sale process may take
an additional two months, with shares in the lubri-
cants business also being divested,” the spokesper-
son said, adding: “However, the Shell brand will
continue to exist in the country.”

M/s Shell Pakistan Limited, listed on the Paki-
stan Stock Exchange, maintains a substantial busi-
ness footprint in the retail supply of motor fuels and
lubricants across the country.

Whereas M/s Wafi Energy LLC is a whol-
ly-owned affiliate of Asyad Holding Group which
specialises in the management and operation of
fuel stations in Saudi Arabia, the release said. The
Group has established Wafi Energy Holding Lim-
ited to expand its investment opportunities in Pa-
kistan.
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The CCP’s Phase | competition assessment
identified “retail fuel, vehicle lubricants and indus-
trial lubricants” as the relevant product markets.
As per the CCP statement, Shell Pakistan holds
distinct shares in all three relevant markets but that
will remain unchanged post-transaction.

The analysis further confirmed that Wafi Ener-
gv Holding Limited will not gain a dominant po-
sition in the relevant markets even after attaining
direct control of Shell Pakistan. Therefore, the CCP
has swiftly authorised the said acquisition under
Section 31 of the Competition Act, 2010.

While signing the Order, Chairman CCP, DiK-
abir Ahmed Sidhu said: “This development is ex-
pected to boost competition by elevating service
standards in the retail fuel supply chain and thus,
contribute immensely to flourishing Pakistani mar-
kets.”

Shell Pakistan's operations in the country in-
clude more than 600 mobility sites, ten fuel termi-
nals, and a lubricant oil blending plant. The Paki-
stan business, which was formed in 1989, also owns
a 26% stake in Pak-Arab Pipeline Company. In
June 2023, Shell Petroleum Company announced
plans to exit from Pakistan operations to simplify
the UK-based oil and gas giant’s business.

Financial experts said global consolidation and
the current economic situation in Pakistan are the
principal reasons for the exit. They are consolidat-
ing their financial position and have curtailed retail
business in some other countries. Another reason
is international investors don't have a good view of

ECONOMY |
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the economy. It's a major market signal.

The IMF agreement is of paramount impor-
tance. Clarity on the external account is critical so
that there is lucidity on what will transpire next in
Pakistan. If that clarity is absent, companies will
continue to depart and no one else will arrive. All
the appendages of the state finance apparatus must
be in unison in terms of communication, not the
current disparate points. What businesses in Paki-
stan require is clarity.

We know that Shell has been reconsidering its
portfolio globally. But we also know that the oil gi-
ant has been unhappy being in the Pakistan market
for the last decade. That is because of specific pecu-
liarities of this country’s oil markets that make it a
difficult place to conduct business.

“In Pakistan, the milieu for oil management
companies is exceedingly arduous. The regulatory
environment renders operation in the country oner-
ous, explains Pasha. “Federally implemented price
changes have precipitated significant exchange and
inventory losses. For years, oil management compa-
nies have encountered impediments importing the
raw materials they require.”

“Supply chain issues only exacerbate the co-
nundrum. Collaboration with Pakistan is met with
hesitation and business confidence is low. The pric-
ing environment is a veritable minefield, stringently
regulated by the government.”

As a result, many have not been surprised by
the news. One highly placed industry source who
wished to remain anonymous told Profit that the
decision was long overdue. “Shell has been threat-
ening to leave Pakistan for the past decade or so.
This was writing on the wall,” they said.

“Successive governments, through erratic de-
valuation, have increased the risk exposure that
companies with dollar-based structures must incur.
It’s not viable for these companies. Multinationals
have these dollar-based structures because the Shell
Group, like others, has central costs that it must in-
cur globally. You cannot change that for any coun-
tl'y."

“The incompetence of past governments has
led to this problem while current incompetence has
merely expedited the process as a whole.”

Yousuf Farooq, ex-director of Research at
Topline Securities and independent analyst, ex-
plains that “Historically, Shell has encountered im-
pediments due to turnover tax and has never been
able to generate as much revenue as they could have.
Their profitability has always been problematic.”

Shell Pakistan’s operations in
the country include more than
600 mobility sites, ten fuel
terminals, and a lubricant oil
blending plant. The Pakistan
business, which was formed in
1989, also owns a 26% stake in

Pak-Arab Pipeline Company

“Look Shell has been wanting to leave for yvears
but this is the first time they have issued a notice. So
what could be behind that,” explains Khan. “They
and have been withdrawing from that market. In
the retail business, they have been present for over
a century, so they are exiting their core business of
fuel delivery after essentially 100 years.”

“Whether this is a strategic decision or not:
There are two factors here — a significant amount
of debt means that a lot of money in the energy
sector is stuck with the government. “Yes there are
some strategic decisions, but largely it is driven by
economic conditions in Pakistan. They can’t smug-
gle; other small informal oil marketing companies
have been smuggling Iranian fuel — they generate
revenue through the informal market — Shell has
also recently suffered a substantial loss.”

JULY, 2024



Pakistan’s

NO.1
FM Radio

Stations

-\

= g amnf{a)s =B

=LY

) ..‘...‘.'...'..‘l..'.....‘l......‘..I..".I.l-.-..‘.‘...i..-..'.‘l‘l.....I.I-.‘.‘..‘.-.".-I..:‘.‘......-.'..‘l'"..........l-..'.‘."‘.‘.’I"‘."‘."‘

/0/ X W/ /0/ MCW
& 9 9 _
S WY OO Y BHESUS ST | SOy o e @ e sl 2 ST

flare.mag@gmail.com 0333-9999999
WWW.FLARE.PK




&

Business News Magazine

high tech to

During this Hajj season, the General

pilgrims in 2024

Free download: flare.pk

Saudi gO employs Al,

facilitate

* L} o]
il B

/

the Affairs of the Grand Mosque and the Prophet’'s Mosque
has launched a special system using GPS and interactive digital
maps (o help pilgrims move around the holy sites

uslims’ pilgrimage season (Hajj)
was marked by the extensive use of
32 modern technologies by Saudi
authorities to facilitate the trip of
1,833,000 pilgrims from 200 counfries. Among
them were some new technologies introduced in the
calendar year. Saudi Arabia has provided pilgrims
with an exceptional experience during Hajj 2024
through technology and artificial intelligence (AI).

Virtual Glasses

One of the standout innovations was the “virtu-
al glasses” used by security services to protect pil-
grims. These glasses aim to streamline the process
of inspecting vehicles and retrieving their data with-
in seconds.

Saudi authorities also implemented a facial rec-
ognition system to enhance security and monitor
gatherings. Smart cameras were installed to detect
suspicious behaviour and identify accidents.

Logistics Services

For the first time, the Saudi Transport General
Authority has introduced an automated monitoring
vehicle in Hajj 2024. The new vehicle monitors all
transportation wehicles in Makkah, Madinah, and
the holy sites to make sure they comply with Saudi

The automated vehicle uses mobile surveillance
cameras to accurately identify the type and data of
vehicles such as buses, taxis, and trucks. This new
technology aims to maintain pilgrims’ security and
safety in all transportation means during the Hajj
S£asom.

Moreover, Saudi Arabia has launched self-driv-
ing vehicles to deliver orders within the holy sites
and self-driving refrigerated vehicles for last-mile
delivery in Makkah and the holy sites.

The Kingdom also harnessed all the operational
capabilities of the Jeddah Islamic Port in prepara-

tion for providing comprehensive logistical services.
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The services include handling containers from the
ship, inspecting Fid al-Adha livestock sacrifice and
ensuring their safety before transporting them to the
holy sites.

Flying Taxis

This year, Saudi Arabia has used flying taxi ser-
vices for pilgrims. Flying taxis facilitated the trans-
portation of pilgrims to Makkah, Madinah, and
the holy sites. The aircraft is fully electric and can
accommodate 4-6 passengers. Around 100 Lilium
eVTOL were deployed during the Hajj season 2024

to provide the pilgrms
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Authority for the Care of
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to combat and contain the infection so that it does
not spread.

Given the extremely hot weather during this
Hajj season, the Saudi National Center of Meteo-
rology (NCM) has harnessed an integrated system
of technologies, human capabilities, and technical
expertise to deal with the consequences of high tem-
peratures.

To this end, the NCM has launched a media and
awareness centre in Mina to provide daily weather
updates and awareness messages for pilgrims in 5
languages through 12 media channels.

Robot Guides

The Presidency of Religious Affairs activated
the smart guidance robot in the Grand Mosque to
provide fatwa services with simultaneous transla-
tion in 11 international languages.

The smart robots guide pilgrims on how to per-
form rituals and provide fatwas about the Two Holy
Mosques electronically under the teachings of Is-
lamic Sharia.

The guidance robot operates using 11 interna-
tional languages: Arabic, English, French, Russian,
Persian, Turkish, Malay, Urdu, Chinese, Bengali,
and Hausa.

Moreover, Saudi Arabia has launched a smart
robot service in the Central Area in Madinah to as-
sist pilgrims who visit the Prophet’s Mosque during
Hajj 2024.

The Ministry of Health branch in Madinah has
positioned the robots in the courtyard to spread
awareness, educational messages, and health advice
in more than 96 languages to promote the pilgrims’
journeys at the Holy sites.

Digital Services

To fully exploit advanced technologies in enrich-
ing pilgrims’ experience, the Saudi Ministry of Inte-
rior launched digital identity services for individuals
arriving in the Kingdom with a Hajj visa. This new
service is part of the government'’s efforts to pro-
mote digital transformation and harness technology
to serve people as per the objectives of Vision 2030.

Through the Absher and Tawakkalna platforms,
pilgrims can electronically wverify their identity
to ensure an easy and streamlined journey, with
high-quality services.

In addition, the General Presidency for the
Affairs of the Grand Mosque and the Prophet’s
Mosque has introduced a digital system to stream-
line Tawaf during the Hajj season 2024.
applications, which enable pilgrims to perform Hajj
rituals smoothly and with devotion. They also mon-
itor Tawaf operations, and ensure that Tawaf guides
adhere to instructions and guidelines to deliver the
best outcome for pilgrims.

Makkah Route Initiative

The Makkah Route Initiative has adopted a dig-
ital and Al-enhanced ap-

with an exceptional and H proach to facilitate services
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Digital Maps pilgrims on how to perform  the world. The iitiative

During this Hajj sea-
somn, the General Authority
for the Care of the Affairs
of the Grand Mosque and
the Prophet's Mosque has
launched a special system
using GPS and interactive

rituals and provide fatwas
about the Two Holy Mosques
electronically under the
teachings of Islamic Sharia

deploys advanced technol-
ogy and algorithms to fa-
cilitate the Hajj journey by
enabling pilgrims to finish
entry procedures through
dedicated lounges in their
home country airports.

digital maps to help pil-
grims move around the holy sites.

This digital interactive map service aims to
make it easier for those visiting the Grand Mosque
to move around it. It identifies the locations of reli-
gious rituals and its main landmarks, including the
“Mattaf” area and the “Sa’ay” area and shows di-
rections to these areas.

Medical Care

Saudi Arabia has utilised Al and technology
to provide medical services for pilgrims during the
Hajj season 2024. The Saudi Ministry of Health
has launched technologies and electronic systems to
monitor and detect epidemics early during the Hajj
Season.

It further helps to examine the health situation
and provide health care through rapid intervention
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The initiative uses advanced technologies and
digital solutions to provide other services, including
issuing electronic Hajj visas, collecting biometric
data, completing passport procedures, and tagging
and sorting luggage.

Nusuk Wallet

The Saudi Ministry of Hajj and Umrah has
collaborated with the Saudi National Bank (SNB
AlAhli) to launch the world’s first international dig-
ital wallet Nusuk Wallet’ to serve pilgrims.

Nusuk Wallet enables Hajj and Umrah pilgrims
to manage their money and expenses through a
banking infrastructure supported by SNB AlAhli.

The Ministry has employed the latest state-of-
the-art technologies and encryption techniques to
ensure the highest level of security for pilgrims’ fi-
nancial transacti
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rime Minister Shehbaz Sharif asserted

that people across the country would

benefit from the first state-of-the-art IT

Park in Islamabad. He said this during a
visit to the under-construction I'T Park. The Prime
Minister said that the youth would have access to
the best skill development opportunities with the
latest technology in the IT Park. Approximately
10,000 productive jobs would be created in the IT
Park for the skilled and knowledgeable workforce,
significantly boosting the country’s IT exports by
$70 million annually.

The cost of IT Park construction would be
around Rs 25 billion, of which 70 percent would
be paid by South Korea. South Korea never com-
promises on quality, asserted the PM.

The IT Park would have 15 start-ups in the in-
cubation centre and 120 offices. The Islamabad
Technology Park would be the first level-3 tech-
nology Park according to the international stan-
dard.

The IT Park will be equipped with the latest fa-
cilities and will be a flagship in the region. The IT
Park would hawve IT laboratories for research and
development. The IT Park project will be complet-
ed by June 2025.

The Prime Minister also announced the estab-
lishment of around one thousand e-rozgaarcen-
tres across the country to create new economic
opportunities. He directed the IT project team and
the Ministry of IT to complete this project as soon
as possible.

Recalling his performance as chief minister
of Punjab he said then he put in place a system
for working 24-hour on development projects. He
said hard work day and night was essential for de-
velopment, which he practised even denying him-
self Saturday and Sunday off.

It is pertinent to note that the federal govern-
ment has allocated Rs 79 billion for IT projects,
IT Parks establishment and digitisation of govern-
ment departments.

“Soon after taking charge of my office, I issued
directions to continue work on the project round
the clock,” he said. Expressing satisfaction with
the progress of the project, PM Shehbaz asked the
project management to try their best to complete
the project by September or October this year.

The prime minister highlighted that as a result
of the construction of the IT Park, the country’s
exports would be increased at the rate of around
$70 million per year. He said a level 3 data centre,
the highest and first ever in Pakistan, would be es-
tablished in the IT Park.

He pointed out that Islamabad Technology
Park would create synergy between domestic and
foreign academia, researchers, industry and plan-
ners.
The prime minister vowed to replicate such
projects in other parts of the country with the co-
operation of the provincial governments.

He hailed the government of South Korea for
their contribution in organising the project.

The Special Investment Facilitation Commit-
tee (SIFC) had approved the establishment of the
country’s largest IT Park in the G-10 sector of the
federal capital, covering an expansive area of 3.3
acres. Negotiations were done with key stakehold-
ers such as the Pakistan Software Export Board
and the Ministry of Information Technology and
Telecommunication to ensure the successful exe-
cution of the project.

The envisioned IT Park is poised to become
a nucleus of technological advancement, boasting
facilities aimed at fostering creativity and entre-
preneurship. Among its features will be a research
centre, a library, software houses, conference
rooms, dedicated workspaces for freelancers and
startups, and an exhibition area for showcasing IT
products.

The project, operating under a public-private
partnership framework, promises the country’s
freelance economy. Approximately six thousand
freelancers will benefit from access to top-notch
facilities, that will, in turn, empower them to con-
tribute significantly to Pakistan’s economic land-
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Working around the
clock on the Islamabad
['T Park project to
complete by June 2025
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The youth would have access to the best skill development
opportunities with the latest technology in the IT Park
Approximately 10,000 productive jobs would be created in the I'T
Park for the skilled and knowledgeable workforce, significantly
boosting the country’s I'T exports by $70 million annually

scape through e-services.

Crucially, the construction will be financed
through collaboration with private IT companies,
which will lease office spaces within the premises.
This partnership model is anticipated to invigo-
rate Pakistan's tech ecosystem, driving economic
growth and job creation in the digital sphere.

The IT Park would have 15
start-ups in the incubation
centre and 120 offices. The

Islamabad Technology Park

would be the first level-3
technology Park according to

the international standard

With the impending realisation of the IT Park
in Islamabad’s G-10 sector, Pakistan stands on the
cusp of a transformative era in its tech evolution,
poised to harness the potential of the digital age
for the betterment of its people and economy.

Earlier, the federal government planned to es-
tablish 10 new Software and Information Technol-
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ogy (IT) Parks across Pakistan by next year.

This was stated during a briefing by the Min-
istry of Information Technology to a high-level
meeting chaired by Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-
if in Islamabad.

Briefing the Prime Minister about the I'T Parks,
the Ministry officials said that Islamabad’s IT
Park being established through South Korean co-
operation, would be completed by next year. The
facility would feature startups, incubation centres,
banks, restaurants and other facilities.

Besides, another IT Park being developed with
South Korea’s support near the Jinnah Interna-
tional Airport of Karachi will be completed by
2027.

Moreover, 43 software technology parks have
been established in 20 cities. By 2023, around 100
new E-Rozgaarcentres and 10 new software tech-
nology parks will be developed.

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister
said the establishment of IT parks will boost the
country’s IT growth and exports and will provide
facilities to start-ups.

He directed that construction work of Islam-
abad IT Park should be completed at the earliest.
The prime minister also directed to conduct a
third-party evaluation regarding the performance
of software technology parks.
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Fatima Fertilizer and JazzCash signed a MoU
to digitalize the agri sector payment ecosystem

Islamabad: Fatima Fertil-
izer, a leading name in Pak-
istan's agriculture sector, and
JazzCash, Pakistan's largest
digital wallet, have signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) to revolutionise the
agri-sector payment ecosys-
tem. This collaboration aims
to drive financial inclusion and
economic empowerment for
farmers, who are predomi-
nantly unbanked, enabling
them to actively participate in
the formal economy.

The partnership between
Fatima Fertilizer and Jaz-
zCash will facilitate secure,
fast, and reliable transactions,
making financial processes
more efficient for farmers. It
will also enable our Sarsabz
Pakistan Farmer App for digi-
tal payments. Furthermore, by
leveraging Fatima Fertilizer's
extensive dealer network, this
initiative will provide farmers
with a seamless and accessible
platform to manage their fi-
nances, receive payments, and
conduct transactions.

By integrating with Jaz-
zCash's digital payment solu-
tions, the initiative will
empower farmers to access fi-
nancial services that were pre-

nomic stability and growth.
This empowerment will en-
able them to invest in better
farming practices and improve
their livelihoods.

bust digital payment system,
the initiative guarantees the
security and reliability of
transactions, fostering trust
among farmers and stakehold-

viously out of reach. This will
bridge the gap between the un-
banked farming community
and the formal banking sector.

With the ability to receive
and manage payments digi-
tally, farmers will have better
control over their finances,
leading to enhanced eco-

The collaboration will en-
sure that transactions are car-
ried out swiftly and securely.
The digital platform will re-
duce the need for cash han-
dling, minimizing risks and
increasing transparency in fi-
nancial dealings,

Utilizing JazzCash's ro-

ers in the agri-sector.
Speaking at the MoU sign-
ing ceremony, Rabel Sadozai,
Director Marketing and Sales
of Fatima Fertilizer, said,
"This partnership with Jaz-
zCash is a significant step to-
wards  transforming  the
agricultural payment ecosys-

tem. Our farmers are the back-
bone of the economy, and by
providing them with digital fi-
nancial tools, we are not only
enhancing their financial inclu-
sion but also contributing to
the overall economic growth
of the country."

This MoU marks the be-
ginning of a transformative
journey for Pakistan's agricul-
tural sector, setting a precedent
for other industries to follow,
By pioneering the digitaliza-
tion of the payment ecosys-
tem, Fatima Fertilizer and
JazzCash are paving the way
for a more inclusive, efficient,
and prosperous future for
farmers across the nation.

Present at the ceremony
from JazzCash were the CEO,
Murtaza Ali; COQ, Sohail Jan;
and other heads of depart-
ments, From Fatima Fertilizer,
attendees included Director of
Marketing and Sales, Rabel
Sadozai; Head of Planning,
Usman Arshad Mian; and
Digital Project Leads, Hessan
Amin and Abdullah Khalid.m

PTCL Group celebrates javelin star Arshad Nadeem as
a hational hero and youth inspiration

Islamabad: PTCL Group
(PTCL& Ufone 4G) has signed
Olympian and star javelin
thrower, Arshad Nadeem as its
brand ambassador. The Group
has planned an inspiring cam-
paign to celebrate the life and
professional journey of the star
athlete, besides galvanizing na-
tionwide support for him in the
upcoming 2024  Summer
Olympics in Paris.

The initiative aligns with
PTCL Group's long-term com-
mitment to support and cele-
brate national heroes by
highlighting their stories of
struggle and triumph to inspire
the youth. The Group hopes
that more talented youngsters
will follow in their footsteps
and bring honor to the nation.

Arshad Nadeem is a na-
tional sports hero, who
achieved extraordinary feats in

javelin throw at both national
and international levels. In
2021, Arshad became the first
Pakistani track and field athlete

to qualify for the Olympics and
= ptﬂl Hone D
o

finished fifth in the Tokyo
Olympics. He won gold for
Pakistan at the 2022 Common-
wealth Games, the country’s
first athletic gold medal since

1962, and grabbed another
gold at the 2021 Islamic Soli-
darity Games. Nadeem also se-
cured a silver medal at the 2023
Champi-

World  Athletics

onships in Budapest, where he
also qualified for the 2024
Summer Olympics in Paris.
The upcoming campaign
from PTCL Group aims to cel-

ebrate Arshad Nadeem’s in-
domitable spirit, which drove
him to overcome socio-eco-
nomic barriers, and general sys-
temic neglect for a sport that
lacked public support and en-
thusiasm. Despite the chal-
lenges, he continued to train
and excel with limited personal
resources and eventually perse-
vered.

Commenting on the initia-
tive, Arshad Nadeem said, “I
am grateful to PTCL & Ufone
4G for their unwavering sup-
port and encouragement. Their
belief in my journey under-
scores the importance of perse-
verance and collective ambition
in sports. It is heartening to see
PTCL Group actively champi-
oning young talent. With such
robust support, Pakistan can
undoubtedly make a significant
mark on the global sports land-

scape. As I prepare for the
Olympics, I will do my utmost
to honor the love and support I
have received from PTCL
Group and the nation.”

Chief Marketing Officer,
PTCL & Ufone 4G, Syed Atif
Raza said, “Arshad Nadeem is
a national hero, and his jour-
ney is a testament to the power
of resilience and determina-
tion. He exemplifies what can
be achieved through unwaver-
ing passion and dedication,
and we are honored to stand
behind him as he continues to
make Pakistan proud on the
global stage. By partnering with
Arshad, we aim to highlight
Pakistan’s exceptional talent
and inspire a new standard of
excellence in national sports,
furthering PTCL Group's com-
mitment to promoting a vibrant
sports culture in Pakistan."s

Ambreen Jan appointed Secretary Information and Broadcasting

Islamabad: The federal
government appointed Am-
breen Jan as the new Secretary
of Information and Broad-
casting.

The government has is-
sued a notification in this re-
gard, stating: “Ms Ambreen
Jan, a BS-21 officer of Infor-
mation Group, presently
posted as Executive Director
General, External Publicity
(EP) Wing, Ministry of Infor-

mation and Broadcasting, is
transferred and posted as Sec-
retary, Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, under
Section 10 of the Civil Ser-
vants Act, 1971, with immedi-
ate effect and until further
orders”.

Ms. Ambreen Jan is a sen-
ior officer of the Information
Group. She joined the service
in 1990 and has served in var-
ious key positions. As a career

civil servant, she has held a di-
verse range of policy-making

positions, including Press
Counsellor at the High Com-
mission of Pakistan, Dhaka;
Deputy Director General, Is-
lamabad in PID, Islamabad;
and Executive Director Gen-
eral, EP Wing at M/o I&B, Is-
lamabad. She has also
remained the Director Gen-
eral of Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation.

for Women, Lahore, where
she completed her B.A., and
Government College Lahore,
where she did her MA. in
English Literature.

She is also a National Se-
curity Course 2020 graduate
from the National Defense
University, Islamabad. She
also  attended language
courses in French from L'Al-
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UPaisa integrated into Bookme to provide users
with a seamless ticket purchasing experience

Islamabad: The leading dig-
ital financial service platform,
UPaisa, has signed a strategic
agreement with Bookme, Pak-
istan's premier online ticketing
platform, to integrate its pay-
ment API into the Bookme
app. This integration will offer
their joint customers a seamless
and secure payment experience
for booking tickets for movies,
buses, events, and more,

The agreement was signed
by Syed Atif Raza, Chief Mar-
keting Officer of PTCL &
Ufone 4G, and Faizan Aslam,
CEO of Bookme, in Islam-
abad. The aim of this partner-
ship is to facilitate customer
transactions and strengthen
Pakistan's digital payment
landscape. The collaboration
will simplify transactions for
Bookme users, enhancing their
user experience by allowing
them to purchase tickets effort-
lessly using UPaisa's reliable
and efficient payment gateway.

Syed Atif Raza, Chief Mar-

keting Officer of PTCL &
Ufone 4G, commented on the
development, stating, “We are
partner with

thrilled to

Bookme to bring our secure
payment solutions to a broader
audience. The collaboration
furthers our commitment to
fostering innovation, financial
inclusion, and the proliferation
of cutting-edge digital solutions

for our customers. Together, we
are poised to deliver an unpar-
alleled user experience by sim-

plifying digital transactions for

everyone in the country.
UPaisa is always keen to build
strategic collaborations to am-
plify its impact.”

UPaisa has a strong track
record of empowering users
with easy, secure, and innova-

tive digital financial solutions,
With a wide range of services,
including mobile payments,
transfers, and utility bill pay-
ments, the platform continues
to lead the way in fostering dig-
ital financial inclusion in the
country.

On the other hand,
Bookme is Pakistan’s largest
online ticketing platform, offer-
ing a hassle-free booking expe-
rience for movies, buses, events,
and more. With its user-
friendly interface and wide
range of services, Bookme has
revolutionized the ticketing in-
dustry by providing convenient
and accessible solutions to mil-
lions of customers nationwide.

The integration of UPaisa's
payment API into the Bookme
platform will facilitate faster
and more secure transactions,
enabling users to enjoy a
smoother checkout process and
an enhanced overall user expe-
rience.s

Zong 4G celebrates Digital Day, striving for

Islamabad: Zong 4G cele-
brated Digital Day 2024 in
grand style at its headquarters.
The event served as more than
just a celebration; it was a re-
sounding CEO Zong 4G’s vi-
sion of positioning Zong 4G as
an excellent information serv-
ices and technology innovation
company.

Aiming to amplify aware-
ness and adoption of their dig-
ital services, promote digital
literacy through engagement,
cultivate a sense of community
with interactive activities,
showcase the impact of their
digital transformation, and ul-
timately drive collaboration
and collective growth within
the Zong ecosystem, Zong
partnered with several promi-
nent players in the digital serv-
ices realm.

While welcoming employ-
ees to the Digital Day celebra-

tions at Zong HQ. CEO Zong
4G Mr. Huo Junli quoted:
“This day was yet another pos-
itive step taken towards build-
ing Zong as an information
services provider and the dis-
plays are a testament to that.
Today, we align ourselves to
our vision of an excellent In-

formation Services and Tech-
nology Innovation company in
Pakistan. From legacy network
expansion, and setting up
state-of-the-art Data Centers as
a backbone of cloud services,
to building a network-neutral
product portfolio.”

He added: “Taking this di-

cell

ular excellence

rection was imperative to the
sustainability, success, and
market leadership of Zong, We
had to adapt to the changing
landscape of technology and
the dynamic consumer de-
mands. As we entered a new
age of Zong, we also embodied
our values of Integrity, Open-
ness, Responsibility, and Excel-
lence. In doing so, we were
able to drive growth within and
beyond the organization -
growth that was crucial to the
Sci-Tech transformation we
wished to see in Zong. [ am de-
lighted to see the product dis-
plays today, we have an
attractive portfolio of digital
products such as Zong Engage,
Zong Road Assistance, and
Banking as a Service (BaaS).
These innovations, available
through the My Zong App, are
designed to simplify our cus-
tomers' lives."s

Mobilink Bank upgrades treasury operations with AutoSoft

[slamabad: Mobilink Bank
has brought AutoSoft Dynam-
ics as a strategic partner to au-
tomate their treasury
operations. Under this partner-
ship, AutoSoft will facilitate
Mobilink Bank's seamless inte-
gration with the State Bank of
Pakistan's (SBP) PRISM solu-
tion through its Real-Time
Gross Settlement (RTGS) sys-
tem. This integration ensures
secure and instantaneous fund
transfers, aligning with the
Bank’s commitment to provid-
ing premium financial services.

Adil Ali Abbasi, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer of Mobilink
Bank and Bilal Mahmood, MD

Contour Software and the
CEO of AutoSoft Dynamics
formalized the partnership in
Islamabad. Representatives
from both organizations at-
tended the signing ceremony.

Sharing his thoughts at the
signing ceremony, Faisal Mah-
mood, Chief Information Offi-
cer, Mobilink Bank said: “We
at Mobilink Bank are continu-
ously working on improving

our customer’s experience.
Partnering with industry lead-
ers like AutoSoft Dynamics al-
lows us to utilize cutting-edge
technology and create a more
agile and efficient banking sys-
tem. This partnership will en-
able us to streamline internal
processes, strengthen our oper-
ational security, and ulti-
mately, deliver premium
services to our valued cus-
tomers, By prioritizing innova-
tion, we ensure Mobilink Bank
remains at the forefront of the
financial landscape, consis-
tently exceeding expectations
and providing tailored finan-
cial solutions.”=

NATIONAL NEWS

US sues TikTok
over privacy viola-
tions of kids under

13

Washington: The US Jus-
tice Department filed a lawsuit
against TikTok and parent
company ByteDance for fail-
ing to protect children’s privacy
on the social media app as the
Biden administration contin-
ues its crackdown on the social
media site,

The government said Tik-
Tok violated the Children's
Online Privacy Protection Act
that requires services aimed at
children to obtain parental
consent to collect personal in-
formation from users under
age 13.

The Chinese-owned short-
video platform boasts around
170 million U.S. users, and is
currently fighting a new law
that would force ByteDance to
divest TikTok's U.S. assets by
Jan, 19 or face a ban.»

Texas AG wins
$1.4B settlement
from Facebook

Texas: Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton has won
a §1.4 billion settlement from
Facebook parent Meta over
charges that it captured users'
facial and biometric data with-
out properly informing them it
was doing so.

Paxton said that starting in
2011, Meta, then known as
Facebook, rolled out a “tag”
feature that involved software
that learned how to recognize
and sort faces in photos.

In doing so, it automati-
cally turned on the feature
without explaining how it
worked, Paxton said — some-
thing that violated a 2009 state
statute governing the use of
biometric data, as well as run-
ning afoul of the state's decep-
tive trade practices act.m

Ducky Bhai's mas-
sive YouTube
income

Lahore: Ducky Bhai, the
most followed YouTuber in
Pakistan known for his roast
videos and daily vlogs, recently
revealed how much money he
makes from YouTube every
month. He has been making
$100,000 to $150,000 every
month. He is comfortable in
life, and this is just an average
of what he makes each month.

Ducky Bhai's wife, Aroob
Jatoi, and he create a lot of
content that they then share
with the world. Ducky Bhai,
also known as Saad Rehman,
has a huge fan following
among kids and has talked a
lot about earning money from
the internet over degrees.s
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TECNO x Nagees: A fresh drop of tech-inspired merch

Lahore: TECNO, one of
the leading smartphone brands
in Pakistan, has partnered with
Nagees, a prominent Gen Z
clothing brand, to launch a col-
lection of trendy merchandise
reflecting the sleek design and
striking color palette of the new
CAMON 30 LOEWE Edition.

Well, who doesn’t love a
stylish, customized t-shirt or a
funky tote bag? These person-
alized pieces not only accentu-
ate your wardrobe but also
serve as a fun and fashionable
way to express your individual-
ity.

So, once again, TECNO
Mobile Pakistan is maintaining
its tradition by staying at the
forefront of fashion, whether

through their innovative
phones or other exciting sur-
prises.

Sheikh Mahad Arif, PR
Manager at TECNO Mobile
Pakistan, says, “Partnering
with Nagees Store for the new

CAMON 30 LOEWE Edition
is an exciting step for us. We
wanted to merge innovative
technology with the latest fash-
ion trends to offer our cus-

tomers a distinctive and
engaging experience.”

TECNOo (%
MOU SIGNING CEREMONY

This collaboration aims to
blend cutting-edge technology
with contemporary fashion, of-
fering quality products that
meet the expectations of
today’s consumers, By combin-
ing TECNO's innovative de-
sign with Nagees' chic
aesthetics, this partnership
promises to deliver a range of
stylish items that resonate with
the vibrant and dynamic tastes

of the younger generation,

“Collaborating with
TECNQO Mobile Pakistan for
the CAMON 30 LOEWE Edi-
tion has been an amazing op-
portunity to merge modern
fashion with advanced technol-
ogy. We are excited to offer a
collection that captures the
essence of both brands and
provides something special for
our audience,” says Usama, the
founder of Nagees.

The best part is that these
merchandises are easily acces-
sible to everyone. Fans and
fashion enthusiasts can conve-
niently purchase them directly
from the TECNO Mobile Pak-
istan official website or through
Nagees store.

So, don't miss out on this
exclusive collaboration and get
your hands now on Nagees’
artistic creation, infused with
the signature style of the new
CAMON 30 LOEWE Edi-
tion.m

Brew-tiful news:
TECNO partners
with Artisan Cof-

fee Roaster!

Lahore: Lahore: TECNO
Pakistan has teamed up with
Artisan Coffee Roaster in La-
hore to offer an exclusive coffee
experience like never before.

As part of this collabora-

=
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tion, a limited-edition coffee
drink has been introduced ex-
clusively for the occasion. Even
more exciting, all TECNO users
can enjoy a 10% discount on
evervthi

Syed Asjad, Co-Founder of
Artisan Coffee Roasters, says,
“Phones and coffee shops have
always gone hand in hand—

most of us use our phones while
enjoying a cup of tea, coffee, or
any drink. This campaign per-
fectly captures that relationship.
The exquisite drink created in
collaboration with TECNO is
set to be a hit, and I'm sure there
will be strong demand to keep it
around.”

This partnership provides a
unique opportunity for cus-
tomers to experience and ex-
plore the exceptional features
and design of the new version in
person while sipping their coffee
and enjoying the ambiance of
Artisan Coffee Roasters.

“As a big coffee lover, even
the idea of this campaign made
me super excited. That's the
beauty of coffee—you can
enjoy it in any form, depending
on the mood and weather. I'm
sure our fans and followers are
going to love this deal we're of-
fering in collaboration with Ar-
tisan Coffee Roasters,” says
Shiekh Mahad Arif, PR Man-
ager TECNO Pakistan.=

Bank Alfalah welcomes the 10th batch of
ALFA Lead, Management Trainee Program

Islamabad: Bank Alfalah
welcomes the 10th batch of
the ALFA Lead, Manage-
ment Trainee Program. This
year, the program saw an
overwhelming response with
over 7,100 applications, rep-
resenting the Bank’s reputa-
tion as an employer of
choice.

Bank  Alfalah has
adopted a ‘Hire for Attitude’
approach for its ALFA Lead
program. This innovative
strategy focuses on identify-
ing candidates who not only

Meezan Bank
and Haball sign
referral arrange-
ment agreement

Karachi: Meezan Bank
has entered into a referral
arrangement with Haball Pvt
Ltd. Muhammad Abdullah
Ahmed, Group Head - Trans-
action and International
Banking Group at Meezan
Bank, and Omer Bin Ahsan,

possess the required skills
but also align with the
Bank’s core values.

The shortlisted 18 tal-
ented graduates will un-
dergo a rigorous three
months training program,

equipping them with the
necessary knowledge and
skills to excel in their future
roles. Upon completion,
they will be placed in depart-
ments that match their
strengths and aspirations.
Atif
President/CEQ along with
the senior management

members of Bank Alfalah &

extended a warm welcome
to the new trainees, empha-
sizing their significance as
future leaders of the
Bank.m

Punjab Govt plans to introduce a

Lahore: The Punjab gov-
ernment has approved a new
garbage tax that will be applica-
ble to both residential and com-
mercial properties across the
province,

Bajwa, |28

: M
Following approval from
the Punjab Cabinet’s Standing
Committee on Finance and
Development, a notification
has been issued to implement

Pakistan Railways is set to launch
restaurant cars in more trains

Islamabad: Pakistan Rail-
ways plans to introduce quality
dining facilities on the Allama
Igbal Express passenger train by
September 2024 to provide trav-

The official mentioned that
Pakistan Railways has success-
fully introduced premium
lounge dining cars on the Ba-
hauddin Zakariya, Tezgam Ex-

1 FAK RAIDSGRATHE

Passengers on the Khyber
Mail train can pick from around
40 meal options, including tra-
ditional Pakistani dishes, Italian
cuisine, and fast food items.
“With its limited resources, the
department is doing its best to
improve services. In addition to
the modern dining car facility,
Pakistan Railways has also de-
cided to enhance cleanliness
services and improve passenger
rest and sleeping facilities,” the
official added.

The official highlighted that
the dining car is air-condi-
tioned with a pleasant am-
biance, offering a

new garbage tax for all properties

the new garbage tax.

The notification specifies
that the garbage tax applies to
residential properties and busi-
nesses of all sizes, including
those in both urban and rural
areas throughout the province.

In addition to households
and businesses, residents of
kachi abadis will also be subject
to this tax. In rural areas, resi-
dents of 5-marla houses will be
required to pay Rs. 200 per
month, while those in houses
ranging from 10 marla to one
kanal or larger will face a Rs.
400 monthly tax.=

Google Cloud
concludes
Startup Compe-
tition Pakistan

v & 14X
Karachi: Google Cloud, in
collaboration with Tech Valley,
successfully concluded its in-
augural Startup Competition
Pakistan 2024 that saw 700
submissions from over 70+
cities. “As incubators of inno-

CEOQ of Haball (Pvt) Limited, ‘ - — restaurant-like experience vation, startups possess im-
signed  the  agreement, elers with fresh food options. press, and Khyber Mail trains. where passengers can enjoy mense potential to reshape
Through this referral arrange- _  Passengers will enjoy an  Recently, a dining facility was high-quality, delicious food traditional industries for a dig-
ment. Meezan's clients can improved environment withen-  added to the Khyber Mail train, ~ similar to city restaurants. The jtal-first future, creating new
now ievera e Haball's multi- hanced dining facilities, as the which  operates  between dining car has modern kitchen economic opportunities for
8 upgraded dining car canaccom- Karachi and Lahore, with a facilities, including Tandoors Pakistan. Supporting the
bank cash management serv- . . . .
: e " modate around 40 passengersat  seating capacity of upto 34 pas- and microwave ovens. Waiters growth of startups has long
ices to fully digitize their order 5 ime,” an official from the sengersand a designated prayer can serve meals at passengers’ been a strategic imperative for
management lifecycle.s Ministry of Railways said. area. seats as well.= Google Cloud. =
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The big move

trust it

Knowing you are in
safe hands

Camera from Google

6.7” (17.01cm) HD+ display
3-day battery life*

Ad free OS experience**

4 GB RAM / 64 GB Storage

o § @ @ /ADVANCETELECOM & www.advancetelecom.com.pk

Rs. 49,999
~
Chipset: Qualcomm SM7125 Snapdragon
Processor 7206 (8 nen, CPU: Oeta-cone (23 2.3
GHz Krya 465 Gold + & x 1.B GHz Kryo 465 Siver)
¥ 6.4 Inches Suger AMOLED
Dlsp!ay Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: 32 MP. Main: Quad Camera 64 MP
(T8, 26mm [wide], 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP,
Camera 123, 16mm (ultrawidel, 1/4.0" + 2 WP
f/2.4, {macro) + 2 MP, 1/2.4, {depth),
4500 mAh
Eﬂttery {Li-Po Non removable)
Mamnry RAM & ROM BGB + 128GB
J

NOKIA

Nokia C21

All-day battery life’
2 years of security updates’
Big and bright display

Big, Bold &
Beautiful

24" 1CD

Big Dispiay
R Bluetooth
gy Wireless FM

with Recording

B 2000 Contacts
(@ Dual SIM Siot
1000mAh

Haottery

s King Talker
¥ Digital Camera

#EnjoyBetterLife

D Nt ) st 1 S S 0

R ...~ Vsiccote
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Dcode Cygnal 3 Pro

Rs:26,999

Dcode Bold 3 Pro

Rs:42,999

-
.23 GheOmaCore. o 2 s
Cai::it'ir:ﬂzh:ast:::stf:en Caﬁr;:ciir:m":vieinih:hitfgen
Camera WS ik O M ke i
{Li-ionsl'o?{?r? :;:'llswablej (Li-Po fﬂ?:?'lﬂr;nr::vable}
RAM 4GB ROM 128GB VARl RAMBGB ROM 128GB
>4 .
TECNO TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO
PKR. 40,999/-

6.78" IPS LCD

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 108MP

16GB Ram+256GB ROM
(8GB+8GB Extended)

33W, Super Charge

5000mAh

TECNO SPARK 20C
PKR. 24,999/-

Bl o¢ s LcD

. Front Camera: 8MP

.c-:-'.;"-'-.i-lu.

Rear Camera: S0MP

8GB Ram+128GB ROM
(4GB+4GB Extended)

18W, Fast Charge

5000mAh

G'FIVE

-
q
-
x
q
&
=
x>
i
.
2
B
k]

POCO Pad

Big display. Bigger plays.
8GB+256GB

| 121" 120Hz 2.5K Display
| Large 10,000mAh (typ) Battery

Xiaomi Store

Aaviwrd eiee
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GC'HFiVe

EMART PHONE

3

20ncrEs  2GBHSGE  Hotspor
¥ DEFUAT AP | R CENHECTYITT

Samsung Galaxy A24
Rs. 72,999

Honor X%9a
Rs. 129,999

Chipset: Mediatek MTET781

P | Helio G99 (Bnm) CPU; Octa-core
rocessor (2 % 2.2 GHz Cortex-A76 +

6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 13 MP, Mazin; Triple Camera

_ 50 MP, /1.8, {wide], PDAE, 0I5
Camera +5 MP, /2.2, (ultrawide),

157 + 2 MP, ff2.4, (macro)

Traea 5000mAh
Eattery (Li-Po Non removable),

'.'Ib.e‘le_r'nti:r:.'p_'jj RAM 6GB ROM 128GB

Effortless Power, Efficient Performance

20W wire charge

DOnR|

wiwwinovitelecom.com.pk

'\\'
Chipset: Qualoomm SME375 Snapdragon
695 56 (b am) , (PU: Octacore (25 2.2
GHa Kryo 660 Gald « 6 1,7 GHz Kryo 560 Silver}
6.57 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscresn
Front: 16 MP, Main: Triple
g y Camera 64 ME, /1.8, (wide),
Cﬂl‘l‘lﬂl’& PDAF + 5 MP. /2.2, [ubtrawids)
+2 MP. 2.4, imacna),
7 4500mAh
Battary (Li-Po Non removable)
\([S0'] RAM 8GB  ROM 128GB
S
INfinix
»
MNOTEZAa0Series
,F'
winwinovitelecam.ocom.pk
Samsung Galaxy A04
Rs. 31,499
—\\l
o Chipset: MediaTek Hello, CPU:
Ll B Ociacore (4 x 2.3 GHz + 4 x 1.8 GHz)
o T Py 6.5 Inches PLS LCD
DiSPIaY Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: 5 MP, Back: Dual
Camera 50 MP, f/1.8,
(wide), AF + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth),
] S5000mAh
Battery (Li-Po Non removahle)
RAM 3GB
ROM 32GB
/‘
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Chipset: Mediatek Helio G99
e oeay  Witimate, CPU: Octa-core (2x2.2
GHz Cortex-AT6 & 6x2.0 GH2 Corten-AS5)

£ 6.78 Inches, AMOLED,
DIEIEI  120Hz, 1300 nits (peak)
Frant: 32 MP, , Main: Triple
Camera 108 MP, /1.9, (wide), 1/1.52", PDAF
2 MP, /2.4, 3rd unspecified camera

; 5000 mah
Baﬁew (non removable)

\U=s 'l RAM 8GB  ROM 256GB

Redmi Note 13

Every shot iconic

AGH+I56GH Rs.54,999

| 120Hz AMOLED display © ! 108MP triple camera

Redmi Note 13 Pro

Every shot iconic

BGE+256GB | Rs.69,999

[#| 67w turbacharging 7 200MP 0I5 camera

Infinix Hot 40

Chipset: Mediatek MTE769H

Helio G88 (1Znm]), CPU; Octa-core
Processor (2% 2.0 GHz Cortex-AT7S

+ 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

: 6.78 Inches, IPS LCD,
DISp[aY 90Hz, 500 nits (peak)

Fromt: 32 MP, Main: Triple Camera 50 MP,

Camera F/L.6, {wide], AF + 2 MP, /2.4,

{macro) + 0.08 MP, {auilizry lens)

5000mAh
(Non removable)

VU=l RAM 8GB  ROM 256GB

VGO TEL N EV\ﬂB
Vibrant Visuals Everywhere
6.517" HD+ IPS 64GB + 4GB

5000mAh
Powerful Battery

13MP
up to BOB Extended RAM Triphe Al Rear Carnera

Wiaterdrop Display

rs. 18,599

B6.517" HD+ 64GB + 4GB
IPS (Drop Notch) 4GB Extended RAM
13MP 5000
Triple Al Camera méAh Battery
Dual 4G 8MP
SIM Slota Front Camera
‘Mediatek Fingerprint
- Helis 325 Seourity

R e
Rs. 16,999
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO PLUS
PKR. 51,999/-

6.78" AMOLED 120Hz

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 108MP

16GB Ram-+256GEB ROM
(8BGB+8GB Exfended)

33W, Super Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO SPARK GO 2024
PKR. 21,999/~

6.6" 90Hz

Front Camera: 8MP
Rear Camera: 13MP

i ey 8GEB Rom+64GB ROM
(4GB+4GB Extended)

10W, Charge (Type-c)

5000mAhR

TECNO CAMON 30 (LOEWE)

PKR. 49,999/-

' 5‘1“. h‘l IR.IU.

TECNO

6.78" AMOLED 120Hz

Front: 50MP
Rear: 5OMP

8GB Ram+256GB ROM
(BGB+8GB extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

678" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: 50MP

SOMP [D15) Sony IMXERD
Rear: o o s wamp

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh

TECNO CAMON 30 PREMIER 5G

PKR. 158,999/-

TECNO

678" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: 50MP

s0mp M0 (5]
REQF! +50 Eﬂm UWI'ISP@

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GE extended)

70W, Ulira Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

678" AMOLED 120Hz

Front: 50MP
Rear: 50MP

12GB Ram#256GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh
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import Data Smart Phomes (importer Wise)
Brand ary
| FUITUIRE TECH APPLE 140 122,162
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE
MCIBL MOBILE (PYT.] LIMITED APPLE
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE
LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE AL 614,000
| PAYSHA ENTERPRISES APPLE 181 27,610
MAYYAR ENTERPRISES APPLE
| ¥ELLOSTONE TECHMNOLOGINS (FRIVATE] LIRITED APPLE
| WE Iy APPLE
a ENTERPRISES APPLE 200 192,013
CORETECH APPLE
S.A.C) COPMMLUNICATION APPLE 2,850 (PN
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE
| MIOL PAKISTAN APPLE
CHLURDERGER SEACO § APPLE
USRA CORMLUMICATION APPLE 500 73,754
| B B SA0 T APPLE
| EUROTEL TRADING APPLE
AL-BARKAT SYSTERMS APPLE ENE] 58,328
HEAWVEM TECHMOLOGIES APPLE
| SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE 1,570 LR CLTY
| &S, TELECORM (PRIVATE] LINMITED ALLCALL
FICK M SAWVE AQUOS
| FREMINR CODE{PRIVATE) LIMITED O CODE 10,000 557,400
| SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PYTLTD DIGIT 40 4,000 198,320
EXPIRT THCH SOLUTIONS BOOGEE
FORTLINE (FRIVATE] LIMITED DOOGEE
| A.5. TELECCIRM (FRIVATE) LIMITED ETEL
POLE COMPMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE] LIMITER HELLC MOBILE
INOWI TECHNOLOGIES HONOR ) 180,804
i L] IMFIRI
| INCWI TELECOM (PVT.} LIMITED HEINIR aA59,207 A, 25A, 006
ISETNIE
CARLCARE SERVICE (FWVT.) LIMITED TP Ed 1,445
SICCOTEL TRADING PRIFINIR
PADBICELL (FRIVATE) LIMITED [T
TRAMNSSION TECNO ELECTROMICS (PRIVATE) LIBMITED INFINIY AnA,BO0 G, TR0, 0L
ASIF ASOCIATE HRFIRIR
PSS, C RIGHT MORBILE TRFINI
| ADWVAMNCE TELECOM (PYT.) LIMITED ITEL
CARLCARE SERWICE (PWT.} LIBAITED ITEL 13 1,635
CORETECH ITEL
INOVI TELECONM (FWT.] LIMITED ITEL
| TECNO PACK ELECTROMNICS [PIIWVATE) LIMITED ITEL BZ.500 A,A62,I6Z
TRANSSION TECND ELECTROMICS (FRIVATE] LIMITED: ITEL 53,000 2,845,490
 SICCOTEL TRADING ITEL
| YOUING TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED KD
 PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED KOOonEE
YOLING TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED ME MOBILE
AGA KHAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL COLLEGE FOUNDATION MO TOROLA
PALILLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) [(PRIVATE] LIMITED MOTORDLA a 100
TECH SIRAT [FRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA Fl 205
FORTLINE [FRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA
ADVAMCE TELECOM NOKLA
AGA KHAMN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL COLLEGE FOUNDATION MOKLA
SICCOTEL TRADING MNOKLA 4 595
UNITED MATION PMOKIA
THCNG PACK FLECTROMNICS (PRIVATE) LIMITEDR NOKLA
ALFHA ENETWORK (FPRIVATE) LIMITED ME MARAT
HCONIC STARS ELECTRONICS MO NARE
SICCOTEL TRADING N NARE
EUMOTEL TRADING N NANE
PICK M SAVE MO NARE
SICCOTEL TECHNOLOGY [PRIVATE) LIMITED. MO NARAR
5.A.C COMPMLUMNICATION MO MARE
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED orro 2,000 16,218,000
" PICK M SAVT OFFO
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION oPro
I. WADAS TRADERS. =12 ]
I IMPEL TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED oPrro
ENERECOM TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED & MOBILE
UNITED COMMUNICATION [PVT.) LIMITED @ MOBILE 5,000 303,600
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LI ITED REALRAE 205,043 16,282,795
_ACTION PAOBILE REALME
Microtel Trading AL
SUNTOMN MOBILE TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME 16 2,880
SICCOTEL TRADING REALME
LEMSISTICS PROPEL REALRE L] 1, S0
FICK M SAVE REALRME
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION REALRAE
ASIF ASOCIATE SAPMEUNG
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN [FRIVATE) LIMITED EAPISLING 6 17,000
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE [PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG
GREEMN ENTERPRISES SAMSLING 46 30,175
ROHDE & SCHWARE PARKISTAN [PVT.] LIMITED SARSLING
LUCKY MOTOR CORFORATION LIMITED SARSUMNG 93,655 15,225 B65
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS SAMEUNG
SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG
PALLLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (FRIVATE] LIMITED SAPMSLING
PADDICELL (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUMNG
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED SMANMSLING
CITl THCHMNOLOGIES [(PFRIVATE) LIMITEDR SAMSLUING
EUROTEL TRADING SARMEUMNG
YOLING TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED 5D MOBILE
SICCOTEL TRADING SHARP
ACTION MOBILE TECNC
AR LINK COMMUNMICATION LTD TECHO 155,000 10,423,827
ALPHA ENETWORK [PRIVATE) LIMITED TRCMO
ADVANCE TOLECOM [PYT.) LINMITED TECHO
MICROTEL TRADING TECNG
TRANSSION TECND ELECTROMICS [FRIVATE] LIMITED TECHNO 440,600 33,376 AGT
FULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNGD
CORETECH TECHO
SICCOTEL TRADING TECNO
CARLCARE SERWICE (PWT.) LIMITED TOCMO 14 3,970
COASTAL JADE TRCHNOLOGY [PRIVATE) LIBMITED WIVO A83 502 44,148,560
S5H TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED WGOTEL BO,0058 3,152,630
CARLCARE SERVICE (PYT.) LIMITED WILLACM a 225
MOV TELECOM (FVT.] LIMITED WILLADN 17,200 776,561
| MICROTEL TRHADING HIADHRAL
ALM SHIFFING & LOGISTICS KIACPAL
EUROTEL TRADING WAL AL
| CORFTECH _— A P iz B, 101
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS WAL B
THEH SIRAT (PRIVATE] LIMITRD HKILACRAL
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIMITED HIACIPAL
| G TRADORS A0 P
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED KIALI AL A51,590 30,933,757
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PWT.) LIMITED ¥ MOBILE &, 060 340, 160
DEPLOY (FVT.) LIMITED ® MOBILE 34,280 2,308,323
FREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED FENKER
UNITER COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED ZTE 34,405 2,526,549
APPLE 6,435 2,199,815
ALLCALL
AQUION
_ D CODE 10,000 557,400
1T A% 4,000 194,320
 DDDGEE
TETEL
HELLO MOBILE
HONOR L] 194,904
WNFINER 523,014 77,016,359
TETEL 195 %1% 7,200, 686
ME MOBILE
MOTORDLA & 305
TMNOKIA a BRS
B9, 000 16, 21E, 000
9,000 203,600
205,067 16,287,235
03,727 15,272,040
SD MOBILE
TECNO 595,614 43, 804,264
WO ARTE, T 0F A4, 14K, G0
VILLAOM i17.z204 7TE.TRE
VGEOTEL 60,005 3,18 630
M A IBILE Aan,340 2,648,483
HIACMI A31.607 30,941,858
ZEEKER
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolsoormmupieabon Lok

‘Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Fun Made Bigger
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e ..+ Xiaomi HyperOS

- Product images may differ slightly from actual product.

POCO Pad

Big display. Bigger plays.
Rs. 92,999 |

| 12.1" 120Hz 2.5K Display
| Large 10,000mAh (typ) Battery
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