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Millions of vehicles with
illegally tinted glass
pose a serious threat to
national security

The higgest financial cyher frand in Pakistan's histary invalved the issuance of hundreds of
thowsands of bogus and unauthorised permits to vehicle owners for tinted glass windows, The
report revealed that a network was operating te conduct this illegal business, not only to make
money but also to assist criminals and rogue eléments in transporting illegal items undér the
cover of tinted glass, Since 2013, the government has not issued any MoCs for finted windows
om vehicles. However, frandsters are actively decetving people who are unaware of the
governeent's restrictions. The Ministry of Intericr, which is responsible for over 12 law
enfercement agencies in Pakistan, appears powerless in addressing the issue, The FIA and
other agencies have remained clent on the lisue despite the exigtence of aumerous websites
offering fake permate for tinted windows on vehicles. =
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[PPs swallow
public money
without delivering

The mysterious conditions laid by different governments in the
agreements with the Independent Power Producers (IPPs) since 1994
continue to be a major question while the poor people repine under the
heavy financial burden to pay these private companies when a section
of it is devouring billions of rupees of the public money without
producing a unit of the electricity. The public wants to know the facts
about Independent Power Producers (IPPs) agreements, such as who
produces electricity, the terms and conditions of payment, and how
much it costs the general public. It is a pity that our judiciary is also
mum on the issue when it is the custodian of the public interest and
constitutionally given an unquestionable ‘independence’ to take direct
and indirect notice of any matter which disserves the public and the
national interests. What else could be a bigger issue than the high tariffs
of electricity for about 90 percent poor in the face of free electricity to
a class of the political and government people? The national mdustry
particularly textile also is on the verge of collapse due to unbearable
power rates and no individual or department is coming to explain
the situation. It is shocking and disgraceful to hear that a bureaucrat
openly refused to present the Independent Power Producers (IPPs)
agreements report to the Senate Committee recently, stating that
the Secretary described the IPP contracts as a “hidden affliction”
and claimed that full disclosure to the committee was not feasible,
implying that the information could not be fully shared. This is what is
happening with the highest forum of the state by a public servant who
by all means is responsible for cooperating with the Senate committee
which is represented not only by the treasury but senators of almost
every party.

Senator Taimoor challenged the Secretary’s stance, arguing that
taxpayers have a right to know about the contracts and the entities
benefiting from them. She compared the situation to past government
subsidies for sugar producers and demanded a forensic audit of the
IPPs. She suggested that IPPs should be shut down, claiming that
many owners are local investors, with a prominent investor in Lahore
being a police officer. Officials from the Ministry of Water and Power
responded by asserting that they are addressing the IPP issue with
the utmost seriousness.This height of the nonchalance of the public
department towards the highest forum and just think what treatment
would be getting the subordinate platform at their hand.

The Pakistan Business Forum (PBF) lamented that the power
purchase agreements (PPAs) with Independent Electricity Producers
(IPPs) were made without proper consideration of the potential
consequences and are the main reason for Pakistan’s electricity and
capacity charge problems. Consequently, the nation and industry are
currently experiencing and are on the brink of economic collapse.

These contracts mandate the procurement of a set minimum
quantity of power from the IPPs. If you look into Chinese IPPs
only, the payables are touching almost $2 billion dollars, and the
government is contemplating finalizing a schedule of payments to
Chinese Independent Power Producers.

Given these facts, a Pakistani has a legitimate right to question
the future of the country and his own. When the unbearable cost of
a basic necessity both for domestic and commercial consumers has
created serious unrest in their lives, what picture can be drawn for the
future Pakistan? The situation has also driven more than six million
Pakistani youth to quit the country in search of a better future. But
what remedy is available to the common man in this country when he
does not have any means even to venture to serve abroad? The scores
of suicides in the near past give a glimpse of what lies ahead for a poor
Pakistani whose life and death are attached to the country but alas! his
life is being sucked by the financial worries.
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Steep rise in Water bills

Recently an alarming increase has been made in the water
bills, whereof the poor segment of society is much worried
given the already inflated electricity bills. While we. the
residents of Jubilee Town, Lahore, surely understand the need
for sustainable water management. the current situation is
becoming increasingly burdensome for the entire community.
Two years ago, the water bill of a 7-marla house was around Rs
600 which now has surged to Rs 3.410 compared to a nearby
private scheme in Izmir Town, where mostly upper-middle
and upper-class people reside but they have been charged
Rs 2,500 for 10-marla houses. This amount also includes all
maintenance charges like street light, clean water, sewerage,
road maintenance and security. On the contrary, the Water and
Sanitation Agency (WASA) has approved a significant increase
in the water tariff for domestic users in Lahore, unduly adding
to their cost of living. It is a hard fact that despite this steep
rise in bills, the water supply to the city people has remained
limited to three times a day. The area residents are grappling
with both higher costs and insufficient supply for their daily
needs. The sewerage system has totally collapsed in almost
every block of the Jubilee Town.

‘WASA authorities need to reconsider the hike in water charges
and make them rational and affordable for a layman who is
going through a highly tough time of his life at the moment.
Transparency in billing practices is essential, and people
deserve clarity on how their bills are calculated.

The management of WASA should take notice of the challenges
faced by the residents, and address the issue promptly.
Constitutionally no discrimination could be meted out to the
citizens therefore like areas. the residents of the Jubilee Town
also deserve regular and affordable access to potable water
without compromising financial stability.

Waleed Akhtar, Lahore

Soaring utility bills

I was shocked to see my K-Electric (KE) bill recently. It
required a payment of Rs 23,892 against a consumption of
404 units.With variable charges of Rs15,759 at the old and
new rates and additions of fixed charges, uniform quarterly
adjustments, fuel charges adjustment, additional surcharge,
surcharge and taxes and duties, the final price that I am forced
to pay amounts to Rs60 per unit. On top of that. if I fail to
make the exorbitant payment even for one day beyond the
due date, I am compelled to pay another Rs1,992 or Rs4.92
per unit, which comes to 8.3 percent of the total payable
amount, and 12.6pc of the KE’s variable charges. If this is
not exploitation, what else it is?

Article 3 of the Constitution reads as follows: “Elimination
of Exploitation. The state shall ensure the elimination of
all forms of exploitation and the general fulfilment of the
fundamental principle, from each according to his ability, to
each according to his work.”

In simple, dictionary terms the word ‘exploitation’ means
“a situation in which somebody treats somebody else in an
unfair way”, and includes “the fact of using a situation in
order to get an advantage for yourself”.

Has any government in the last 50 years ever taken a step to
end the exploitation of the common man in Pakistan? I am a
senior — rather a very senior — citizen. Can anyone tell me
why at all should I feel proud of being a common Pakistani?

Shameem Ahmad, Karachi

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

Al is a wake-up call for the
workforce

Artificial intelligence is no longer a distant dream—it’s here,
reshaping our world at breakneck speed. As AI systems
become more sophisticated, they’re poised to revolutionise
countless industries, from manufacturing to customer
service. This technological leap forward, however, casts a
long shadow over low-skilled workers.

Soon, Al will effortlessly handle most basic tasks, rendering
many entry-level positions obsolete. The days of data entry,
simple assembly line work, and routine customer interactions
are numbered. To survive in this new landscape, workers
must adapt or risk being left behind.

The key to thriving in an Al-dominated world? Becoming
extraordinarily good at what you do. Develop skills that AT
can’t easily replicate—critical thinking, creativity, emotional
intelligence, and complex problem-solving. Embrace
lifelong learning and constantly upgrade your skillset.
Policymakers and educators must also step up, revamping
education systems to prepare future generations for this new
reality. Governments should invest in retraining programs for
displaced workers. focusing on high-demand. Al-resistant
skills.

The AI revolution is inevitable, but its impact on workers
isn’t set in stone. By acting now, we can shape a future
where humans and AT coexist productively, rather than
compete for jobs.

Mhammad Taha, Lahore

Alarming rise in eriminal activities

The escalating rates of criminal activities in our country,
including extortion, kidnapping, fraud, snatching, and other
illegal acts, have reached their peak in urban areas. Despite
numerous attempts to bring this issue to light, I have yet to
see any meaningful action to address this growing problem.
Research has consistently shown that higher education is
directly linked to increased earnings and reduced poverty.
However, the rising rates of illiteracy and unemployment
in our country are creating a perfect storm that fuels the
growth of criminal activity. It is alarming to note that
Pakistan’s crime rate has reached 3.9% in 2023, indicating
a disturbing trend that demands immediate attention.
While policing strategies can be designed at various levels,
their effective implementation relies heavily on local police
knowledge and expertise. The local police are intimately
familiar with every corner of their jurisdiction and are
well aware of the vulnerabilities within their precincts.
Unfortunately, combating street crime has never seemed to
be a priority for them, and this lack of focus is exacerbating
the problem.
I urge the authorities to take concrete steps to address
the root causes of crime, including improving access
to education and job opportunities. Additionally, it is
essential to revamp our policing strategies to make them
more effective in tackling street-level criminal activity. The
citizens of this country deserve to feel safe and secure, and
it 1s the responsibility of those in power to ensure that this
basic right is protected.

Mohammed Saleem, Hub

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail. however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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n the solar panels market in Pakistan, a large

number of B-grade and inferior-quality panels

are being sold for extraordinary profit that has

no justification or legal authenticity. Industrial-
ists and traders have invested billions of rupees in so-
lar panels and paid taxes to the government through
proper channels. Additionally, many Chinese compa-
nies have signed MoUs with the government to man-
ufacture solar panels in Pakistan at competitive prices
and of good quality.

The federal government has amended the import
policy order. The purpose of the issuance of SRO 604
in this regard was to adopt international standards
for the import of solar PV equipment and panels irre-
spective of the country of origin and ensure uniform
applicability of the standards all over the country.
However, the solar market is filled with substandard
and low-quality panels which do not meet the re-
quired specifications set by the government.

The Pakistan Solar Association (PSA) has ex-
pressed serious concerns over the growing import of
B-grade and inferior-quality solar panels by unautho-
rised third-party importers in the country.

In a strongly worded statement, the PSA high-
lighted the significant risks these substandard prod-
ucts pose not only to consumers but also to the broad-
er economy and the nation’s reputation.

The PSA emphasised that these poor-quality solar
panels are not merely a consumer issue, but a matter
of national importance. “The influx of substandard
solar materials is a substantial loss for consumers
who invest in these products with the expectation
of long-term savings and reliable energy solutions,”
Amir Chaudhry, chairman of PSA, said and added
that these inferior products lead to inefficiencies, fre-
quent breakdowns, and higher maintenance costs,
ultimately negating the intended benefits of solar en-
ergy adoption. The PSA warned that if the current
trend of importing low-quality solar panels contin-
ued, Pakistan could become a dumping ground for
the world’s substandard solar products. “This would
be detrimental to the country’s efforts to transition to
renewable energy and could severely undermine con-
sumer confidence in solar technology.”

Moreover, Amir Chaudhry clarnified that these
third-party importers, responsible for flooding the
market with inferior solar panels, are not members
of the PSA. “These importers are operating outside
the recognised framework of quality assurance and
ethical business practices that our association up-
holds,” the PSA chairman noted. “By prioritising
profit margins over product quality, they are not only
compromising the safety and satisfaction of consum-
ers but also tarnishing the nation’s dignity in the in-
ternational market.” Amir Chaudhry said that the
ongoing supply glut in the Chinese market has result-

Pakistan Solar Association
(PSA) has expressed serious
concerns over the growing
import of B-grade and
inferior-quality solar panels by
unauthorised third-party
importers in the country

ed in third-party stockists in China unloading excess
stocks, including B-grade stocks, without warranty
or re-insurance. Unfortunately, some traders are im-
porting dumped stocks into the Pakistani market to
sell them to uninformed buyers. The PSA urged the
government and relevant regulatory authorities to
take immediate action against these unauthorised
importers. It called for stricter enforcement of quality
standards and regulations governing the import and
sale of solar products in Pakistan. The Association
also encouraged consumers to verify the credentials
of suppliers and choose only PSA-affiliated manu-
facturers and importers to ensure they are purchasing
high-quality, certified solar panels.

Meanwhile, the Punjab government has signed an
agreement with the Chinese solar energy company,
ATKO, to establish the first solar panel manufactur-
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Substandard solar
panels flooding the
market to hindering
green energy efforts
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Industrialists and traders have invested billions of rupees in

solar panels and paid taxes to the government through proper
channels. Additionally, many Chinese companies have signed
MoUs with the government to manufacture solar panels in
Pakistan at competitive prices and of good quality

ing plant in Punjab. This landmark agreement aims
to boost the local production and assembly of solar
panels in the province.

The agreement was signed at a ceremony held
at a local hotel, where Punjab’s Minister of Indus-
tries and Commerce, Chaudhry Shafay Hussain, and
Alex Hang, President of the South Pacific Region of
AITKOQO, formalised the collaboration. The event saw
participation from the CEQ of Centurain Energy
Faisal Javed, officials from the Chinese company, and
a significant number of investors.

In his address at the ceremony, Chaudhry Shafay
Hussain said the ATKO’s solar panel factory will ca-
ter to the local market besides contributing to exports.
He noted that India currently produces and exports
solar panels worth billions of dollars annually and
emphasised that promoting solar energy is crucial for
reducing the cost of electricity for both industry and
households. Over the past five months, Chaudhry
Shafay Hussain has engaged with more than 21 for-
eign solar energy companies, many of which have
shown interest in investing in Punjab’s solar energy
sector. The government is also planning to collabo-
rate with energy companies to shift 7,000 tube wells
to solar energy. Additionally, the Punjab government
plans to provide solar panels to low-income house-
holds, either free of charge or through installment
plans. The Minister also announced that a “Garment
City” is under construction on 650 acres m Quaid
Azam Business Park, Sheikhupura, which will be
powered by solar energy. He reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to providing affordable electrici-
ty to homes and institutions across the province.

Chaudhry Shafay Hussain also talked about
plans to establish a solar panel testing lab in Punjab.
He concluded by asserting that with dedicated efforts
from all departments, the need to seek loans from fi-
nancial institutions like the IMF will vanish.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

The ceremony also featured speeches by officials
from the Chinese company and local investors. Three
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) were
signed between ATIKO and local investors.

In a separate development, the Ministry of Feder-
al Education and Professional Training and Nation-
al Radio Telecommunication Corporation (NRTC)
have joined hands to solarize 100 schools in rural
Islamabad. This ambitious project will revolutionise
the way these schools generate energy, reduce themr
reliance on fossil fuels and promote a sustainable
future. In this regard, an agreement has been signed
between the Ministry of Federal Education and Pro-
fessional Training and NRTC, Ministry of Defence
Production. According to an official source, the proj-
ect has been conceived to reduce carbon footprint and
promote sustainable energy.

Switching to solar energy will result in a reduc-
tion in carbon emissions and improved access to elec-
tricity for students and teachers. As to the benefits
of converting to solar energy in schools, the official
source revealed that renewable energy sources re-
duced dependence on fossil fuels and lowered energy
costs for schools. The facility will also help enhance
the learning environment with the provision of re-
liable electricity and serve as an impetus to support
the government’s efforts to mitigate the impacts of
climate change. In recent years, educational institu-
tions around the world have begun a significant shift
towards sustainability, with many adopting solar en-
ergy as a cornerstone of their green initiatives.

The transition not only reflects a commitment to
reduce carbon footprints but also provides a peaceful
learning environment with a smooth supply of elec-
tricity.

The initiative will drastically cut electricity, free-
ing up resources that can be redirected towards aca-
demic and extracurricular programs.

AUGUST, 2024
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raders nationwide observed a strike across

the country, shutting down their businesses

in all major cities and urban areas to pro-

test a rise in electricity costs and new taxes
imposed on shop owners.

The government of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has steadily raised exorbitant electricity prices
and taxes to meet the demands of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). The higher cost of living and
price hikes have triggered widespread discontent and
drawn protests.

Traders nationwide have rejected the advance
tax notices issued by the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) and the business-friendly scheme, demanding
their withdrawal. They also called for eliminating
the 2.5% tax under section 236H on all products ex-
pressing concern that that it could lead to inflation.
Representatives of traders from Karachi, Lahore,
Islamabad, Quetta, Peshawar, Sialkot, and other cit-
1es joined an online meeting with FBR Member Mir
Badshah Khan and demanded the withdrawal of the
business-friendly scheme and advance tax notices.

In this regard, trader representatives from across
the country participated directly in the meeting at the
FBR office in Islamabad, accompanied by regional
tax officers at their respective tax houses. During
the meeting, representatives from Multan, Lahore,
Karachi, Peshawar, Quetta, Bahawalpur, Sahiwal,
Gujranwala, Islamabad, and Sialkot expressed their
concerns about the advance tax and business-friend-
ly scheme to the FBR Member while outright reject-
ing them and offered suggestions to the benefit of
both sides.

Zafar Igbal Siddiqui, President of the Chamber
of Small Traders in Multan, and Chairman Ehtish-
am-ul-Haq represented Multan. In his remarks, Za-
far Igbal Siddiqui maintained that the advance tax
and the theoretical business-friendly scheme should
be abolished, and the advance tax notices be with-
drawn as they are impractical and will open new av-
enues for corruption within the FBR.

He suggested that amendments can be made to
the business-friendly scheme under section 99, with
traders’ input, and should be approved by the Min-
istry of Revenue to make it workable and accept-
able. Notices could be issued using NADRA data
and electricity bills to levy tax according to income.
He also mentioned that if their suggestions are en-
tertained, the government’s tax target of Rs12 750
billion could be raised to Rs 40,000-50,000 billion
under the business-friendly scheme, and Rs100 bil-
lion could be collected by activating section 153. He
urged the government to withdraw the advance tax
notices sent to businessmen in major cities, warning
that if this is not done, the country, already plagued
by issues, will face further problems, potentially lead-
ing to a point of no return.

In a move aimed at simplifying
tax compliance, FBR has intro-
duced a streamlined procedure
for sales tax registration. This
new process is designed to
facilitate taxpayers, making it
easler and more efficient to
register for sales tax using the
Iris Portal

He urged that these issues be resolved before the
strike call. The business community will cooperate
and consider the interests of the country, traders, and
their children. He also called for the inclusion of mil-
lions of traders who are not registered for income
tax, as well as ensuring that NTN holders file their
returns, which would also generate revenue for the
FBR. Additionally, the 2.5% tax imposed under sec-
tion 236H should be abolished as it would lead to a
new wave of inflation.

Chairman Ehtisham-ul-Haq stated that after the
strike call given for August 28, the present meeting
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Lahore,
Islamabad, Quetta, Peshawar, Sialkot, and other cities
joined an online meeting with the FBR Member and
demanded the withdrawal of the business-friendly scheme
and advance tax notices

was meaningless. The government and FBR should
first resolve traders’ issues before discussing taxes.
He emphasised that only policies formed with the
consultation of the business community would be
practical. He assured that the business community,
through the August 28 strike, will compel the govern-
ment and FBR to yield.

Present on the occasion were Chief Commission-
er Inland Revenue Sajjad Tasleem Azam, Addition-
al Commissioner Muhammad Qasur Hussain Shah,
Assistant Commissioner Mashooq Hussain, and
Mohsin Bilal.

In the online meeting with FBR Member Mir
Badshah Khan held at the Regional Tax Office in
Multan, President of the Chamber of Small Traders,
Multan, Zafar Igbal Siddiqui, and Chairman Ehtish-
am-ul-Hagq discussed the issues with the Chief Com-
missioner Inland Revenue, Sajjad Tasleem Azam,
Additional Commuissioner Muhammad Qasur Hus-
sain Shah, and Assistant Commissioner Mashooq
Hussain.

Meanwhile, in a move aimed at simplifying tax
compliance, the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
has introduced a streamlined procedure for sales tax
registration. This new process is designed to facilitate
taxpayers, making it easier and more efficient to reg-
ister for sales tax using the Iris Portal.

Taxpayers can now log in to the Iris Portal using
their existing credentials and navigate to the regis-
tration section. Here, they can select Form 14(1)
(Form of Registration filed voluntarily through
Simplified) under the Sales Tax category. The sys-
tem will then prompt them to provide essential
details, which vary depending on whether the ap-
plicant is an individual, an Association of Persons
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(AOP), or a company.

For individuals, the registration type—whether
as a Manufacturer or Non-Manufacturer—must be
specified. For AOPs or companies, the applicant
must provide the CNIC of the member, director, or
principal officer, along with the registration type.
Additionally, all applicants are required to furnish
their bank account details, including a bank ac-
count certificate issued in the business’s name.

Business details are also mandatory, including
the name of the business, acquisition date, capacity,
and business activity. For businesses with multiple
branches, details of all branches must be provided.
The FBR. also requires GPS-tagged photographs
of the business premises, as well as registration or
consumer numbers for gas and electricity, accompa-
nied by pictures of the utility meters. Manufactur-
ers must submit GPS-tagged photographs of their
machinery and industrial electricity or gas meters.

Upon submitting the required information and
documents, the system will automatically register
the applicant for sales tax. Detailed guidance on
this process is available through the Iris Portal.

Following registration, applicants are required
to visit a NADRA e-Sahulat Centre within 30 days
for biometric verification. Failure to complete this
step or a failed verification will result in the appli-
cant’s removal from the Sales Tax Active Taxpayer
List. NADRA e-Sahulat Centers are widely available
to facilitate this process.

Additionally, the FBR has made sales tax regis-
tration accessible via the Iris Mobile Application,
“Tax Asaan.” The detailed registration procedure
is available within the app, offering further conve-
nience for taxpayers.
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EVENT |

FLARE REPORT

Free download: flare.pk

Business News Magazine

Airlink to assemble, launch Acer
products in Pakistan

(@

AIRLINK

Acer Gadget e
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' AIRLINK & SIXUNITED
Signing Ceremony

exclusive assembling agreement with Acer Gadget's manufacturing partner, Shanghai Sixunited
Intelligent Technology Company Limited to assemble these products at Airlink’s Lahore facility

cer Gadget Inc., a global leader in

innovative and affordable technolo-

gy, announces a strategic partnership

with Airlink Communication Limited
(Airlink) to introduce Acer Gadget el0 laptops,
tablets, and all-in-one devices to the Pakistani
market.

Acer Gadget e~ | b

4 SIXUNITED
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As part of this collaboration, Airlink has been
granted distribution rights and has entered an ex-

. 1
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Acer Gadget e»
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clusive assembling agreement with Acer Gadget’s
manufacturing partner, Shanghai Sixunited Intel-
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ligent Technology Company Limited to assemble
these Products at Airlink’s Lahore facility.

4 SINUNITED

Acer Gadget e~ bt

The company targets selling 10,000 units
monthly, with an estimated annual revenue of
Rs15-20 billion. The production and assembly
of laptops and tablets will start in 2QFY25, with
laptops expected to make up the majority of pro-
duction in the initial years.

This partnership marks an
important step in Airlink’s
commitment to the ‘Made in
Pakistan’ initiative and aims
to elevate the Pakistani tech-
nology landscape by providing
consumers with high-quality,
accessible devices

Stanley Chan, Vice President of Acer Gad-
get Inc. said on this occasion: “ I am very happy

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

to see the strategic partnership with Airlink and
looking forward to the promotion of Acer gad-
gets in Pakistan Market.”

Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha, CEO of Airlink
Communication shared his message on this his-
toric occasion reading: “I am thrilled to announce
our strategic partnership with Acer Gadget Inc.
and the introduction of the Acer products to the
Pakistani market. This milestone represents a sig-
nificant advancement in our commitment to the
‘Made in Pakistan’ initiative.”

Airlink Communication Limited is one of the
largest manufacturers, distributors and retailers
of smartphones in Pakistan.

e s

Our partnerships with global brands like
cer, Samsung, Xiaomi, Tecno and iPhone are
a testament to our commitment to enhancing the
technological landscape in Pakistan and beyond,
reinforcing our position as a key player in the in-
dustry.

This partnership marks an important step in
Airlink’s commitment to the ‘Made in Pakistan’
initiative and aims to elevate the Pakistani tech-
nology landscape by providing consumers with
high-quality, accessible devices.”
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" CEO Jazz highlights the telecom

sector’s crucial role in achieving digital
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During the discussion, Aamir also highlighted five essential
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factors for advancing the Digital

Pakistan vision including infrastructure, talent development, IT products and startups, digital

transformation, and IT services and BPO

hief Executive Officer (CEO) of Jazz,

Aamir Ibrahim, stressed the need for a

comprehensive digital approach rooted

in a robust infrastructure to nurture Paki-
stan’s unique characteristics and drive growth in the
emerging global digital economy.

Addressing first ever Digital Nation Summit or-
ganised by GSMA and the Ministry of Information
Technology and Telecommunication he said: “e-So-
ciety, digitising G2C and G2P payments; e-Econo-
my, creating a cashless and connected economy; and
e-Governance, automating processes and improving
decision-making efficiency are critical for Digital
Pakistan.” The Digital Nation Summit aimed to
foster essential industry discussions, enhance region-
al collaboration, and promote the role of mobile
technology in developing sustainable and inclusive
digital nations. During the discussion, Aamir also
highlighted five essential factors for advancing the
Digital Pakistan vision including infrastructure, tal-
ent development, IT products and startups, digital
transformation, and IT services and BPO.

“Realizing the Digital Pakistan vision requires
a robust infrastructure, a skilled workforce, a dy-
namic startup ecosystemn, modernisation of tradi-
tional sectors through advanced technology, and
high-quality solutions and outsourcing capabilities,”
he explained. Emphasising the need for collaborative
efforts to achieve the ambitious Digital Pakistan vi-
sion, Aamir highlighted the necessity of aligning ob-
jectives and closely working with government bodies
and private sector partners to drive the country’s dig-
ital transformation.

“Despite significant challenges, Pakistan’s tele-
com sector is playing a crucial role in unlocking the
nation’s digital potential and realizing its digital vi-
sion. It continues to act as a driving force behind the
country’s economic development and digital transi-
tion,” Aamir stated.

President Consumer Division at Jazz, Kazim Mu-
jtaba during the panel discussion themed ‘Building
Resilient and Sustainable Network Infrastructures’,
detailed the company’s evolution from a telecom
provider to a ServiceCo conglomerate, reflecting its
adaptation to the changing digital landscape. Despite
facing market and regulatory challenges, Mujtaba
emphasised Jazz’s dedication to leveraging technolo-
gy to improve lives and livelihoods.

He recognised the supportive roles of the Paki-
stan Telecommunication Authority (PTA), the Min-
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istry of Information Technology and Telecommuni-
cation (MoITT), and the government, commending
the Right of Way (RoW) framework for its signifi-
cant impact on expediting network deployment and
expansion. Mujtaba also outlined Jazz's sustain-
ability initiatives, which include solarising network
sites, reducing plastic usage, and conducting energy
audits. He revealed the company’s commitment to
achieving net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.

In a panel discussion on ‘Navigating Policy Re-
forms for a Digital Pakistan,’ Sir Brandon Lewis, a
Member of the Board of Directors at VEON, reit-
erated VEON’s commitment to strengthening Paki-
stan’s digital ecosystem in key areas including fin-
tech, cloud and cybersecurity, artificial intelligence,
software development, and ed-tech, with an overall
investment crossing $10.6 billion.

Lewis elaborated on VEON’s
vision for deploying artificial
intelligence (AI) in Pakistan,
advocating a human-centred
approach that respects data
sovereignty and enhances local
capabilities

Lewis underscored Pakistan’s dynamic youth
population and growing tech talent as key drivers for
investing in transformative digital solutions within
the country. He pointed to successful policy initia-
tives in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, demonstrating
the advantages of proactive government support.

Lewis elaborated on VEON’s vision for deploy-
ing artificial intelligence (AI) in Pakistan, advocat-
ing a human-centred approach that respects data
sovereignty and enhances local capabilities. He also
emphasised the critical need to expand network cov-
erage and connectivity to underserved areas, ensur-
ing that digital infrastructure remains affordable and
accessible for all. Jazz through its startup accelerator
program, ‘xlr8’ has partnered with the GSMA Inno-
vation Fund to identify and support high-potential
startups, especially in emerging technologies like
artificial intelligence (Al), health, education, enter-
tainment, and digital lifestyle. This strategic collabo-
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ration aims to foster innovation and stimulate large-
scale socio-economic and environmental impact,
said a news release.

Under the partnership, Jazz's xIr8 program will
support the GSMA Innovation Fund startups by
providing Jazz expertise in digital platforms which
are based on building and launching Pakistan’s larg-
est homegrown apps like SIMOSA and Tamasha,
access to Jazz's 71 million users based on intelligent
segmentation, specialised mentoring from Jazz do-
main experts, extensive digital growth and data ana-
Iytics and platform architecture expertise.

Additionally, Jazz will offer technology develop-
ment, B2B support, and access to nine million farm-
ers and 18 million SIMOSA app users. The GSMA,
as an outreach partner, will recommend high-growth
potential startups to Jazz xIr8 and continue support-
ing these startups in collaboration with Jazz for scal-
ability and sustainability.

‘While expressing his optimism about this collab-
oration, Aamer Ejaz, President of Digital Platforms
at Jazz, said: “We are thrilled to announce our part-
nership with GSMA, which aligns perfectly with our
mutual goal of fostering innovation and supporting
high-potential startups in Pakistan. This collabora-
tion is also in sync with our new ServiceCo shift,
where we are focused on strengthening the newly in-
troduced strategic business units with robust services
and solutions. Together, we hope to discover and
cultivate groundbreaking ideas that can become dig-
ital success stories, contributing to Jazz’s and Paki-
stan’s digital vision.” Also sharing his thoughts, Max
Cuvellier Giacomelli, Head of GSMA Mobile for
Development, said: “We are excited to partner with
Jazz x1r8. This collaboration aligns with our mission
to accelerate digital tech solutions that address key
global and local challenges by driving digital and fi-
nancial inclusion, fostering economic growth, and
enhancing resilience to climate shocks. Together
with Jazz, we aim to play our part in contributing to
Pakistan’s digital vision.”

Jazz xIr8 1s Pakistan’s leading accelerator for
scaling startups, supporting the country’s best entre-
preneurs to grow within a strong ecosystem. Lever-
aging global partmerships, a customised curriculum,
a mentor network, and Jazz's services, empowers
promising startups. Jazz xIr8 has supported over 31
startups, including 10+ led by women, created over
4700 jobs, and facilitated 11 startups’ participation
in the 4YFN@MWC event.
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PTCL to manage ZTBL’s WAN

services across Pakistan

Hone &3 ©ptel

BUSINE
SOLUTIONS
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Nadeem Khan, Group CFO of PTCL & Ufone 4G, exp.ressed that PTCL Group takes pride in

leading the way to technological advancement and transformation in Pakistan. Our connectivity
and ICT services offer convenience, strong security, and empowerment to both individual and
corporate clients, such as ZTBL, catering to over 720 million customers in Pakistan

akistan’s largest telecommunication and
integrated ICT services provider, PTCL
Group (PTCL & Ufone 4G), and the largest
agriculture bank of Pakistan, ZaraiTaragia-
ti Bank Limited (ZTBL) have signed an agreement
for managed WAN and all-in-one desktop project
for ZTBL sites across the country. PTCL’s managed
‘WAN services allow customers to run and support a
wide area network over any region in Pakistan. This
is to help them achieve business objectives while re-
ducing operational expenses. The PTCL nationwide
reach, strong SLA’s and business continuity features
help run WAN services seamlessly. This allows en-
terprises to focus on their strategic objectives whilst
PTCL manages end-to-end WAN connectivity.

__§ '=d g ¥

Group Chief Financial Officer, PTCL & Ufone
4G, Nadeem Khan, and President&CEO ZTBL,
Tahir Yaqoob Bhatti signed the agreement at the
PTCL office in Islamabad recently, in the presence
of senior officials from both organisations.

Under this agreement, PTCL Group will provide
a managed WAN solution for 500+ ZTBL nation-
wide sites along with all-in-one desktop computers.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Nadeem
Khan, Group Chief Financial Officer, PTCL &
Ufone 4G, said “PTCL Group is proud to be a

el

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

21 1 AL

REDEFINING

& Lt

E

major proponent of teéhnological enablement and
transformation in Pakistan. Our connectivity and
ICT services provide a great deal of ease, robust

Under this agreement, PTCIL.
Group will provide a managed
WAN solution for 500+ ZTBL.

nationwide sites along with
all-in-one desktop computers
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security and enablement to our individual as well
as enterprise customers, like ZTBL, serving more
than 7.20 million consumers in Pakistan. We are
steadfast in our commitment to further enhancing
conduciveness for tech-based innovation and trans-
formation in Pakistan.”

President & CEO ZTBL, Tahir Yagoob Bhat-
ti said, “We are pleased to join hands with PTCL
Group to provide greater connectivity to our clients,
inchuding farmers. ZTBL is on a path of transforma-
tion, and we are near to equipping our farmers with
the latest scientific agriculture technology. PTCL
Group and ZTBL will excel in leveraging technology
to enable and empower their respective customers,
ZTBL MANAGED WAN AND ALL-IN-ONE DESKTOP

PROJECTS NATIONWIDE
CONTRACT SIGNING CEREMONY

[ A [

besides contributing immensely to the growth and
development in Pakistan. The mutual collaboration
enharnces the impact on a larger scale to help enrich
and strengthen Pakistan’s economic landscape.

PTCL Group’s B2B portfolio has exponentially
grown over the years, which is a testament to the
growing trust in the company’s innovative and reli-
able services. These services have not only fostered
unparalleled efficiency and agility across various sec-
tors but also led to broad-based digitalisation in the
country, creating shared value in equal parts for the
industry and national economy.
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stan, HUI join to impart

advanced technical education
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Our goal is not just to offer state-of-the-art technology and products; it’s about improving
society in every way possible. Partnering with Hope Uplift Foundation was the best
step in reaffirming our commitment to building a better future for our country. We are
dedicated to continuing such impactful work and making a positive difference in the
years to come, says Adeel Tahir, Sales Director TECNO Pakistan

ECNO, Pakistan’s leading smartphone
d, has proudly joined hands with Hope
Uplift Foundation (HUF) in an inspiring
initiative aimed at promoting education in
technological advancement.

The initiative was officially launched at a charity
event in Lahore, with Arshad Nadeem, Pakistan’s
first Olympian to win gold in track and field at the
Paris 2024 Olympics, as the chief guest. His presence
added a remarkable touch to the occasion, symbolis-
ing the determination and passion that have recently
captivated the world.

TECNO has taken a major step in empowering
technology by establishing a fully equipped com-

giositiinsiy
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TECNO | @

Empowering 'I;e& <
Edu® :

TEmIn

puter lab and donating 20 computers to the NGO.
But this is just the beginning. The smartphone brand
has promised to make a further impact through its
CSR activities, which include providing technologi-
cal training and professional courses for students. By
equipping them with the skills needed to thrive in a
rapidly advancing digital world, TECNO will pave
new avenues for employment and self-sufficiency for
the rising generation.

Arshad Nadeem, the chief guest, remarked, “I
am deeply honoured and happy to be part of this re-
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markable initiative. The youth of today are the lead-
ers of tomorrow , and they need our support. Ed-
ucation, combined with devoted learning and hard
work, is the path to progress. By empowerning this
generation with the tools they need, we are setting
the foundation for Pakistan’s bright future.”

This collaboration shows TECINO’s dedication
to driving positive social change and enabling com-
munities through innovative solutions. TECNO'’s in-

Arshad Nadeem, the chief
guest, remarked I am deeply
honoured and happy to be part
of this remarkable initiative. The
youth of today are the leaders
of tomorrow and they need our
support. Education, combined
with devoted learning and hard

work, is the path to progress

volvement in this cause once again highlights its role
as a pioneer in corporate social responsibility, con-
sistently working for a better society. This collabora-
tion not only enhances access to education but also
contributes to the broader goal of creating a more
inclusive and equitable future for all.

“Qur goal 1s not just to offer state-of-the-art tech-
nology and products; it's about improving society
in every way possible. Partnering with Hope Up-
lift Foundation was the best step in reaffirming our
commitment to building a better future for our coun-
try. We are dedicated to continuing such impactful
work and making a positive difference in the years

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

to come,” says Adeel Tahir, Sales Director TECNO
Pakistan.

Since 2000, Hope Uplift Foundation has been
dedicated to bridging the gap between the rich and
the poor, striving not only to meet immediate needs
but also to build a brighter future for those in need.
As one of Pakistan’s leading NGOs, the Foundation
works tirelessly to provide support, instil hope, and
uplift communities across the nation through a va-
riety of resources and expertise. Their initiatives in-
clude vocational training and tech courses focused on
making individuals financially independent. A key
aspect of HUF’s broader mission is female empow-
erment, which aligns with their goal of promoting

_IECnD '&(} HOPE UPLIET -

sustainable development across Pakistan. Through
their commendable work, HUF is creating opportu-
nities for the youth to achieve their full potential.
Lubna Shakoh, the Founder & President of the
Hope Uplift Foundation, said: “We are incredibly
grateful to TECNO Pakistan for their generous sup-
port. By donating computers and providing high-
tech training, TECNO is playing a pivotal role in up-
lifting our generation and bridging the digital divide.
Together, we can drive meaningful change and culti-
vate a brighter future for the youth of the country.”
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vivo unveils Y28: The
» blend of sophisticated design
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29 and robust functionality

vivo Y28 smartphone showcases a captivating and sophisticated design that mesmerizes users.
Its top-notch quality ensures durability, protection, and an immersive user experience. The
Y28 emerges as the ideal companion, effortlessly merging stylish aesthetics with practical
functionality, making it a versatile choice for any user

ivo, a leading technology brand, is thrilled

to announce the launch of its latest cre-

‘ } ation, vivo Y28, in Pakistan. The Y28 em-

bodies a perfect blend of superior design

and robust performance, tailored to cater to the
diverse requirements of modern users.

vivo Y28 redefines the boundaries of smart-

phone design with its ultra-slim 7.99 mm body that

surprisingly accommodates a massive 6000mAh

battery . This allows the device to maintain a sleek

profile while delivering an extraordinary battery
life.

The Metallic High-Gloss Frame offers a premi-
um look, while the rear camera module’s unique
design is enhanced by Dynamic Light, which not
only enhances its presence but also syncs with mu-
sic and notifications for an immersive visual and
auditory experience.

The Y28 introduces two color choices, each
with its own unique inspiration and craftsman-
ship. The Gleaming Orange edition is inspired by
the first light of dawn, utilizing Flowing Glitter
Particle technology for a shimmering effect that
moves with the phone. The Agate Green edition
draws inspiration from the agate stones and fea-
tures a Glitter AG Technique that offers a delicate
sparkle while being resistant to dirt, wear, and fin-
gerprints.

vivo Y28 is equipped with a massive 6000mAh
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battery, providing ample power for extended gam-
ing sessions and full-day outings without the need
for frequent charging. Its durability is further high-
lighted by its 4-Year Battery Health , ensuring that
the battery remains robust, retaining at least 80%
of its capacity after 1600 charge cycles. Coupled
with 44W FlashCharge, it ensures quick top-ups,
allowing users to get back into the action swiftly.
vivo Y28’s 8GB + 8GB Extended RAM and
128GB storage capacity ensures seamless perfor-
mance for smooth app transitioning and ample
storage. Furthermore, the Sunlight Eye Protection

Screen with a 90Hz refresh rate and High Bright-
ness Modeensures smooth visuals and reduced
eye strain. The screen also boasts TUV Rheinland

The Y28 embodies a perfect
blend of superior design and
robust performance, tailored to
cater to the diverse
requirements of modern users

Low Blue Light Certification , ensuring that eyes
are protected from harmful blue light. Coupled
with dual stereo speakers featuring a 300% audio
booster, Y28 delivers an unparalleled audio-visual

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

experience that’s rich, crisp, and immersive.

The camera system on vivoY28 enhances
the phone’s features, offering users a commend-
able photography experience. The device comes
equipped with a 5S0MP HD Main Camera that en-
sures every detail is captured with clarity and pre-
cision. The8MP Front Camera with Aura Screen
Light enhances selfies by providing even illumina-
tion, ensuring that portraits are bright and vibrant.
Along with the custom Photo Borders feature and

Dynamic Light, Y28enables capturing moments
perfectly.

Dynamic g
Design (]

S000mAh
Long-Life Battery

mAh

Dual Stereo
Spaaker

(@)

S0 Hz High-Brightness
Eya Protection

A

vivo Y28 smartphone showcases a captivating
and sophisticated design that mesmerizes users.
Its top-notch quality ensures durability, protec-
tion, and an immersive user experience. The Y28
emerges as the ideal companion, effortlessly merg-
ing stylish aesthetics with practical functionality,
making it a versatile choice for any user.

The Y28 is currently available for purchase
across Pakistan at PKR 49,999 only. vivo offers
a one-year warranty for Y28 along with 15 days
free replacement and 6 months warranty for ac-
cessories. vivo Y28 is duly approved by Pakistan
Telecommunications Authority and supports all
mobile networks in Pakistan. Zong customers can
also get 12GB Free Mobile Internet by using their

4G SIM card in Slot 1 (2GB Internet / month for
6 months).
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Royal Swiss Hotel, Fatima

» (Group agree to cooperate in
#3 hospitality servi
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the hospitality sector. The partnership aims to establish new benchmarks in hospitality and
beyond, promoting mutual growth and success

Memorandum  of  Understanding
(MoU) was signed between Royal Swiss

Swiss Hotel, Lahore and Rehman Hamf, GM of

Hotel, Lahore and Fatima Group to
enhance services, share expertise, and
drive mmnovation. The agreement was formalised

by General Manager Abdul Kader Hanki of Royal

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Supply Chain & Cosmetics at Fatima Group.

Both parties expressed their enthusiasm for the
collaboration, highlighting its significance in the hos-
pitality sector. The partnership aims to establish new
benchmarks in hospitality and beyond, promoting

I

mutual growth and success. They are confident that
this collaboration will lead to remarkable achieve-
ments and set new standards in their respective in-
dustries. They are looking forward to a successful

partnership ahead. #Partnership #Innovation #Hos-
pita]ity”
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Inovi Telecom and Infinix

showcased innovative products
at I'TGN Asia 2024
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A notable presence at the event was Inovi Telecom, in partnership with Infinix, ShOWCElS]HQ’
their “Made in Pakistan” mobile phones and LED TVs. Their booth became a focal point for
attendees, featuring cutting-edge products that highlighted their commitment to advancing
local manufacturing and technology

e ITCN Asia 2024 event took place at the

i Fxpo Center, bringing together

mdustry leaders from national and mult-

national companies across various sectors.

The event spanned three days and attracted delegates
from manufacturing, banking, telecommunications,
software development, logistics, and higher educa-
tion, fostering an atmosphere of innovation and col-
laboration. A notable presence at the event was Inovi

Telecom, in partnership with Infinix, showcasing
their “Made in Pakistan” mobile phones and LED
TVs. Their booth became a focal point for attendees,

4 | 4l

technology. Visitors had the opportunity to experi-
ence the latest Smart, Hot, and Note series of mobile
phones hands-on, with the Inovi Telecom and Infinix
teams providing detailed information about the de-
vices and generating interest in upcoming launches
and innovations.

Throughout the event, representatives engaged
with visitors, offering insights into their collaborative
efforts and advanced factory setup They highlighted

their nigorous quality control processes a.nd state-of-
the-art assembly lines to ensure the highest standards

of excellence. in their products.

production capacity to meet the growing demand for
5G technology and their ambitions for international
exports.

Their collaboration was a highlight of TTCN Asia
2024, showcasing the impact of partnerships in driv-
ing innovation and growth.

The event impressed attendees with a sense of the
exciting developments ahead, both in terms of new
product launches and the expansion plans of these

leading companies.

Overall, ITCN Asia 2024 was a successful plat-

form for industry players to connect, showcase in-

featuring cutting-edge products that highlighted their

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Inovi Telecom and Infinix also discussed their
commitment to advancing local manufacturing and  strategic plans for the future centred on expanding

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

novations, and shape the future of technology in
Pakistan.
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Aamir Ibrahim receives

the Hilal-e-Imtiaz award for his
meritorious service in telecom
and digital financing

Since assuming leadership at Jazz and MMBL in July 2016, Aamir has driven significant
advancements, maintaining Jazz's position as Pakistan’s leading digital operator with
over 7] million subscribers and overseeing investments exceeding $10.7 billion

EO of Jazz and Chairman of Mobilink
Micro Finance Bank (MMBL) Aamir Ha-
feez Ibrahim, has been conferred with Pa-
kistan’s highest civilian award, Hilal-e-Im-
tiaz, in recognition of his contributions to Pakistan’s
telecommunications and digital financial sectors.
The award was announced on Pakistan’s 78th Inde-
pendence Day and will be presented at an investiture
ceremony on March 23, 2025.

With over 30 years of global expe-
rience spanning automotive, telecom,
and digital finance industries, Aamir
Ibrahim has played a pivotal role in Pa-
kistan’s digital transformation.

Since assuming leadership at Jazz
and MMBL in July 2016, Aamir has
driven significant advancements, main-
taining Jazz’s position as Pakistan’s lead-
ing digital operator with over 71 million
subscribers and overseeing investments
exceeding $10.7 billion.

Under Aamir's strategic guidance,
JazzCash has emerged as the country’s
largest digital wallet, empowering over
44 million users and revolutionising fi-
nancial inclusion, particularly for wom-
en.

His initiatives have significantly en-
hanced technology access to women,
including the introduction of Digit 4G
handsets and comprehensive entrepre-
neurship programs aimed at boosting
digital literacy and business acumen
among female entrepreneurs.

Aamir's commitment to digital equi-
ty extends to his influential role on the
Advisory Council of the Women in the
Digital Economy Fund (WiDEF), advocating to
bridge the gender digital divide globally.

Under his leadership the Mobilink Microfinance
Bank has led to groundbreaking initiatives like the
‘WIN (Women Inspirational Network) program, fo-
cusing on the empowerment and financial inclusion
of women entrepreneurs across Pakistan.

Aamir Ibrahim has spearheaded technological
innovation, notably establishing Pakistan’s first 5G
Innovation Lab at NUST Islamabad, which pro-
motes women's integration into mainstream techno-
logical research and ensures equitable participation
in future developments. His unwavering support
during national crises, including contributions of
over Rs. 1 billion for COVID-19 and flood relief in
2022, further highlights his dedication.

As a member of the NUST Board of Governors,
he remains deeply committed to advancing educa-
tion and innovation in Pakistan.

For his exceptional contributions to technologi-
cal innovation, job creation, financial inclusion, and
his dedication to promoting digital equity, Aamir
Hafeez Ibrahim embodies the spirit of a transforma-
tive leader and a dedicated patriot, driving Pakistan
towards an era of inclusive and sustainable digital
empowerment.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

It is noted that the President Asif Ali Zardari
announced the conferment of national awards for
104 Pakistanis and foreigners in recognition of their
services, excellence, and sacrifices in their respective
fields.

The president conferred awards in the fields of
science and engineering, education, medicine, arts,
literature, sports, social services, philanthropy, en-
trepreneurship, taxpayers and exporters, public ser-

_— k

vices, gallantry, and services to Pakistan.

The Nishan-1-Pakistan was conferred on former
president and prime minister Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto in recognition of his public services.

In the sports category, Hilal-i-Imtiaz for Arshad
Nadeem, who recently bagged gold and broke the
Olympic record at the Paris 2024 Olympics.

The award was announced on
Pakistan’s 78th Independence
Day and will be presented at an
investiture ceremony on March

23,2025

Sitara-i-Imtiaz will be conferred posthumously on
renowned climber Murad Sadpara, who succumbed
to his injuries after the army launched an operation
to rescue him from Gilgit-Baltistan’s Broad Peak.

Other awardees for sports include Magsood
Ahmed, Amad Shakeel Butt, Rehman Ishtiaq,
Mir Nadir Khan Magsi, who will all receive the
Tamgha-i-Imtiaz, while Amir Ishfaq will be con-
ferred with the Presidential Pride of Performance
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award.

In recognition of their excellence in the field of
science, the president conferred the Hilal-i-imtiaz on
Amir Hafeez Ibrahim, Sitara-i-Imtiaz on Dr Ghu-
lam Muhammad Ali and Sardar Muhammad Aft-
ab Ahmed Khan; and Tamgha-i-Imtiaz on Dr Sara
Qureshi, Dr Rafiuddin and Professor Dr Usman
Qamar.

In the field of education, Sadia Rasheed wnll
be awarded the Hilal-i-Imtiaz, while Dr
Suleman Shahabuddin and Syed Azhar
Hussain Abidi will be awarded the Si-
tara-i-Imtiaz. The Pride of Performance
award will be conferred upon Barkat Shah,
Abdul Rasheed Kakar, and Aneeqa Bano.

For their contribution to the field of
medicine, Zardan will award the Hi-
lal-i-Imtiaz to Dr Shahryar and Dr Zaryab
Sethna, and the Tamgha-i-Imtiaz to Dr
Alkifullah Khan, Dr Syed Abid Mehdi Ka-
zmi, and Ikramullah Khan.

In the field of arts, Collin David was
bestowed with the Sitara-i-Imtiaz, while
Arshad Aziz Malik, Bakhtiar Ahmed, and
Barrister Zafarullah were conferred with
the Tamgha-i-Imtiaz. The Pride of Perfor-
mance will be awarded to Faritha Pervaiz,
Hamid Rana, Shiba Arshad, and Naveed
Ahmed Bhatti.

The recipients in the fields of literature
mnclude Javed Jabbar (Hilal1-Imtiaz); Sal-
man Awan, Zafar Wagar Taj and Muni-
za Shamsi (Sitara-i-Imtiaz); Syed Jawad
Husain Jafari (Tamgha-i-Imtiaz) and
Ambreen Haseeb (Pride of Performance).
The Nishan-i-Imtiaz was posthumously
conferred upon Nasir Kazmi.

Other recipients of the Sitara-i-Imtiaz include
Mian Aziz Ahmed, Hunaid Lakhani, Sana Hash-
wani and Safinaz Munir, the duo behind the luxury
clothing brand Sana Safinaz. The Hilal-i-Imtiaz will
be conferred upon Khwaja Anver Majeed and Hus-
sain Dawood.

Taxpayers and exporters who were conferred the
Sitara-i-Imtiaz include Syed Imran Ali Shah, Nazi-
muddin Feroz, Imtiaz Hussain, Adnan Niaz, Zahid
Ahmed Ghareeb, and Syed Asad Hussain Zaidi.

The president also announced the conferment of
Sitara-i-Shujaat on Panjgur Deputy Commissioner
Zakir Hussain Baloch who was recently martyred
in a terrorist attack in Mastung. Meanwhile, Capt.
(Retd) Muhammad Khurram Agha, Dr Syed Taugqir
Hussain Shah, and Umar Farooq will be awarded
the Hilal-i-Imtiaz.

In the field of public service, the Sitara-i1-Imtiaz
will be conferred upon Dr Rubaba Khan Buleds,
Dr Hamid Attiq Sarwar, Wagasuddin Syed, Jameel
Ahmed, Ayaz Khan, Ahmed Ishaq Jahangir, and
Iffan Nawaz Memon. The Tamgha-i-Imtiaz was
announced for Syed Shakeel Shah, Ashhad Jawad,
Rubab Sikandar, Mubhammad Yousuf Khan, Car-
dinal Joseph Coutts, Rehan Mehtab Chawla, Rear
Admiral Tanvir and Amir Mahmood Lakhani.
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Mr. Jason, Product Director for the South Asia Region, and Mr. Will Young, Business Unit
Head of ZTE Nubia Mobile Pakistan, led the press conference and dealer gathering in Lahore,
praising Pakistan’s mobile market potential and announcing the launch of 4G and 5G phones

TE Nubia, a global leader in 5G innovation, The company introduced two mobile series: bia launched a range of phones to cater to various
launched its latest mobile series at exclusive  the ZTE Blade Series, which offers budget-friendly = segments. The Blade AS5, a budget phone with an
events held in Karachi, Islamabad, and L.a- phones with impressive quality and features., and immersive display, is priced at PKR 20,999. The Nu-
hore, marking a significant milestone in the the Nubia Series, which includes mid-to-high-range  bia Neo 2 5G, designed for gaming, is priced at PKR

Pakistani market. phones designed for gaming enthusiasts. The Nubia  54,999. The Focus Pro 5G, offering professional pho-
Mr. Jason, Product Director for the South Asia Neo 2 was highlighted for its gaming and high-speed  tography capabilities, is priced at PKR 57,999. Lastly,

Region, and Mr. Will Young, Business Unit Head of = performance capabilities. the Nubia V60, known for its large storage and glass

ZTE Nubia Mobile Pakistan, led the press conference Additionally, the Focus Series was unveiled, cater-  body, is priced at PKR 30,999.

and dealer gathering i Lahore, praising Pakistan’s  ing to camera enthusiasts with professional photogra- Mz, Will Young emphasised, “At ZTE Nubia, we

mobile market potential and announcing the launch  phy features. After conducting two years of market ensure that our products offer better quality, price,

of 4G and 5G phones. research and consumer behaviour analysis, ZTE Nu-  and performance for all.”
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The SMS included alink, with scammers asking people to
provide the correct address and mentioning a Rs. 89 re-
delivery fee. When the man tried to pay Rs. 89, he received
an alert from his bank that there were insufficient funds
in his account. Upon investigation, it was revealed that
the scammer attempted to withdraw around Rs. 400,000
from a mobile shop in the UAF,

eware of fraudulent SMS messages claim-

ing to be from a parcel delivery service.

These messages are designed to trick you

into providing personal information or
clicking on malicious links that could compromise
your bank account. Stay vigilant and always verify
the authenticity of such messages before taking any
action after receipt of the dubious SMS.

Pakistanis have continued to face online fraud is-
sues due to its large population, poor economy, and
gaps in regulatory and enforcement systems as well
as lack of awareness and the use of modern tech
glitches by the scammers that have aggravated the
problem.

The latest scam that has surfaced involves fake
courier SMS to empty your bank account in no time.
A citizen received a suspicious text claiming that a
parcel was waiting for delivery and requesting his
address.

The SMS included a link, with scammers asking
people to provide the correct address and mention-
ing an Rs. 89 re-delivery fee. When the man tried to
pay Rs. 89, he received an alert from his bank that
there were insufficient funds in his account. Upon
investigation, it was revealed that the scammer at-
tempted to withdraw around Rs. 400,000 from a
mobile shop in the UAE. Fortunately, the lack of
funds in his account saved him from losing a signifi-
cant amount of his hard-earned money.

This case is the latest in the market, and people
are advised to be cautious with such fraudulent mes-
sages containing external links.
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It is a unique style to deceive people. An un-
known caller contacts you and claims to be your
nephew or in-law living in Dubai, wanting to send
a large sum of money to your account. The caller
requests you not to share this information with any
family members or friends. He promises to contact
you upon arrival in Pakistan for repayment, asking
you to send the money back to their account. In re-
turn, he offers to compensate you for this bounteous
service. In this case, you are advised to be cautious
and not share your personal information with the
unknown callers.

Recently, 1 received a message on 03284112395
stating, “Dear customer, your ATM card has been
blocked by the State Bank due to non-verification. If
you wish to continue using your ATM card, contact
us at 0320-68656429.

This case is the latest in the
market, and people are advised
to be cautious with such
fraudulent messages containing
external links

If you receive such messages, block and report
them as spam to prevent further contact. Report
the spammer’s number to Google and your carri-
er. It raises the question of the role of the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) in addressing
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spam and unwanted calls and SMS. Despite the gov-
ernment’s push for digitalisation, the PTA has failed
to introduce online complaint mechanisms.

I dialled the toll-free number 080055055 to regis-
ter a complaint. A representative from PTA received
the call and was informed about the fraudulent SMS
and call. The PTA took action to block both num-
bers and registered an FIR against theperpetrators.

No doubt, the influx of online shopping websites
and social media platforms has made the lives of cit-
izens much easier by making all accessories avail-
able at their doorsteps after a little effort to make
online orders.

However, the risks associated with online shop-
ping still loom large on the buyers if they purchase
costly items through websites or social media plat-
forms — not registered with any regulatory body.

As hundreds of online shopping websites and so-
cial media platforms including WhatsApp groups,
Instagram and Facebook pages are operating in the
country to provide a variety of goods. Some known
brands among them are credible.

But, there is also a large number of fake web-
sites and Facebook pages created in the names of fa-
mous brands to befool buyers by showing the actual
brands but delivering substandard stuff.

Usually, the buyers are asked to pay online
through credit cards and the carriers coming for de-
livery do not show you the commodity or deliver the
parcel before charging the agreed amount.

Once this payment is made, these guys immedi-
ately leave and the buyer is astonished to see sub-
standard stuff or replicas or copied items of the orig-
inal brands packed in the parcel.

In America, the FBI launched a new nationwide
campaign to raise awareness about the surge in on-
line frand and scams impacting the public and en-
courage reporting to law enforcement.

The FBI issued a press release announcing the
launch of a new national awareness campaign
called “Take a Beat.”

According to the FBI's latest Internet Crime
Complaint Center (IC3) data, there has already been
$1.6 billion in losses due to online fraud from Jan-
uary to May of 2024, which is nearly $300 million
more than that incurred during the same period last
year.

“Fraud remains one of the most devastating vio-
lations the FBI works due to number of victims and
the number of losses,” said Executive Assistant Di-
rector Michael D. Nordwall of the FBI's Criminal,
Cyber, Response and Services Branch. “In addition
to the immediate financial harm, victims can expe-
rience other harm to include emotional and some-
times physical. Preventing fraud victimisation takes
a whole of community approach, so we encourage
conversation between you and your loved ones in
signs of potential scams, what to do if you fall vic-
tim, and how to report.”

Christina Pullen, the FBI's press secretary,
warned, “If something seems to be too good to be
true, there’s an unnecessary sense of urgency, or it’s
unsolicited, take a beat, think about it and report it
if you think you've been a victim.”

Over five years from 2018 to 2022, the FBI saw
an explosion of complaints about Internet crime.
The financial losses amounted to a staggering $27.6
billion.

‘What are some online scams that are growing
in 20247 This FBI website lists some common ones.
Here are a few of the financial fraud examples:

Advance fee schemes that ask you to invest up-
front money for a larger return later, such as a loan,
contract or gift.

“Nigerian Letter” or 419 schemes that ask some-
one to share in a percentage of millions of dollars
that the author — a self-proclaimed government of-
ficial — is trying to transfer illegally out of Nigeria.

Ponzi schemes use current investors’ money to
pay previous investors. They inevitably collapse.

Pyramid schemes ask you to bring in new inves-
tors to make a profit or recoup your investment.

Telemarketing fraud schemes try to steal your
money over the phone, whether by telling you
you’ve won a prize, are in legal trouble or some oth-
er approach.

AUGUST, 2024
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Millions of vehicles with
illegally tinted glass
pose a serious threat to
national security

The biggest financial cyber fraud in Pakistan's history involved the issuance of hundreds of
thousands of bogus and unauthorised permits to vehicle owners for tinted glass windows. The
report revealed that a network was operating to conduct this illegal business, not only to make
money but also to assist criminals and rogue elements in transporting illegal items under the
cover of tinted glass. Since 2013, the government has not issued any NoCs for tinted windows
on vehicles. However, fraudsters are actively deceiving people who are unaware of the
government's restrictions. The Ministry of Interior, which is responsible for over 12 law
enforcement agencies in Pakistan, appears powerless in addressing the issue. The FIA and
other agencies have remained silent on the issue despite the existence of numerous websites
offering fake permits for tinted windows on vehicles. cg
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ens of thousands of vehicles are on the

roads across the country with fake per-

mits for tinted glass, making it the big-

gest cybercrime of its kind in Pakistan’s
history, involving millions of rupees obtained
through illegal means.

A report by a reputable law enforcement agen-
cy has uncovered the largest financial cyber fraud
in Pakistan’s history, where hundreds of thou-
sands of counterfeit and unauthorised permits
were issued to
vehicle  owners
for tinted glass
windows. The
report  revealed
the existence of a
network engaged
in this illicit busi-
ness not only to
make illegal prof-
its but also to fa-
cilitate criminals
and rogue ele-
ments in transporting illegal items under the cover
of tinted glass.

Sources indicate that for many years, federal
ministers and secretaries of the Ministry of Inte-
rior have used their influence to issue permits for
tinted windows on large luxury vehicles owned
by wealthy and influential individuals. However,
since 2013, official permits have yet to be issued,
yet online platforms have continued to sell fake
NoCs for tinted windows in significant numbers.

B Our investiga-
tion revealed that
"' when such crime
* was highlighted
through the me-
dia, the Ministry
of Interior only
issued a press re-
lease on April §,
2024, as a matter
of just meeting
a formality and
without provid-
ing any actionable links or thorough information.
Moreaver, the letter issued by the Ministry did not
bear any social media link and when the letter was
perused deeply it was no more than an eyewash

Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif

Prime Minister of Pakistan

=

Mohsin Naqgvi

Federal Minister for Interior of Pakistan
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crime.

Research into social media platforms showed
that one could obtain an NoC for tinted win-
dows on his vehicle in just five minutes by pay-
ing amounts ranging from 5,000 to 20,000 rupees
through various bank accounts and payment ser-
vices like EasyPaisa. It has been learned through
the investigation on social media and websites that

When we contacted senior offi-
cials in the Ministry of Interior,
it was revealed that the Ministry
lacks proper records of thou-
sands of NoCs issued before
2013. A senior officer admitted
that the fraud had reached mil-
lions of vehicles, and some Min-
istry employees were involved
in the fraud. Yet, no serious ac-
tion has been taken to curb this
menace except symbolic letters
were issued in response appar-
ently to hush up the scandal

scammers create PDFs of previously issued per-
mits by the Ministry of Interior and email them
to buyers, followed by sending physical copies to
their respective addresses.

‘While investigating, we reached out to a web-
site which emulated the website of Ministry of
Interior. it asked for vehicle model details, regis-
tration numbers, name, and ID card information
before redirecting the user to WhatsApp, where a
demand for Rs 18,500 was made. Upon tracing the
WhatsApp number, it was found to be registered
under a widow named Guddo Begum cellphone
number 03358629048 in Renala Khurd, Okara
District. Scammers have been exploiting such in-
dividuals to conduct their operations.

One car owner shared that he paid Rs 50,000
to obtain such a fake permit and had been trav-

File No. 153042022 Clling  across Pakistan for
Govemment of Pakistan - years without any problem.

@< GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN ~  Whenever questioned by
¥ L & olice or security personnel,
{5} musTry oF mTERIOR he-preseated the fake NG,

———— *He ke ;
and after some minor ques-
OFFICE MEMORANDUM tioning, he was allowed to
proceed. This is the normal
practice as law enforcement
agencies lack tools to verify

From. Mmmtﬂé_ o such NoCs.

When we contacted se-
e nior officials in the Ministry
D 35501-0368800-9 of Interior, it was revealed
that the Ministry lacks prop-

Dear Sit. please refier to your lotter No,1235-PSO/SDMP/2022 Dated 08 / April / 2022 address to the.

deputy sccretary of state of interior on the subject above,

The ministry of interior has no objection in the respect of Mr. Ahmed Manzoor
to use tinted glasses from 08 / Apnl / 2022 tll the 07 / April / 2024 on the vehicle.

and was to fill the gap. Tt is a pity that the principal
law enforcer in the country, the Ministry of Inte-
rior, which leads more than 12 law enforcement
institutions, also appears helpless to look into this

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

er records of the thousands
of NoCs issued before 2013.
A senior officer admitted
that the fraud had reached
millions of wvehicles, and
some Ministry employees
were involved in the fraud.
Yet, no serious action has
been taken to curb this men-
ace except symbolic letters
were 1issued in response
apparently to hush up the
scandal.

The officer said the FIA
and other agencies have re-
mained silent on the issue.
In 2021, the Ministry of In-
terior issued a letter to the Anti-Corruption Circle
of Karachi FIA, which led to the arrest of a man
named Aizaz Khattak from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

who was found with hundreds of fake permits and

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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stamps. Despite his confession of running this
network since 2020 with the help of a Ministry
of Interior employee, he was later released and no
action was taken against him.

During the interrogation, he disclosed that he
had been running this business since 2020 in con-
nivance with an employee of the Interior Ministry

and minted crores of rupees within no time.
In April 2024, another Ministry of Interior

= , letter  suggested
%9 that no serious
' measures had

been taken to

tackle this wide-
spread fraud, and
l no technological
& tools implement-
ed to verify old
permits. Only a
letter by the Min-
istry of Interior
was issued to sat-
1sfy those public and private persons who would
demand permits while allowing internet cyber-
crime in this regard to go on without check and
hindrance.

Senior Ministry employees, aware of the situ-
ation, have failed to frame laws or find ways to
address the issue, benefiting from the ongoing cor-
ruption.

T

: ir ] s |
yed Asim Muni
Chief of Army Staff

During our visit to the relevant section of the
Ministry, we found a disorganised office with re-
cords dating back to 2013 barely existent. A clerk
admitted that the section officer was more focused
on personal gains and that no significant effort
had been made to address the growing problem.
He also revealed that numerous complaints, along
with evidence and social media account details,
are often ignored.

The situation continues, with cybercriminals
exploiting both the public and the law enforce-
ment system. Several websites and social media
platforms still offer fake permits, even used by law
enforcement personnel themselves.

| AUGUST, 2024
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Interior Ministry
appoints highly efficient
3 Shireen as Deputy

~ Secretary Visa Section

5
——em L

Her exceptional performance in various sections resulted

I, e

in her transfer to the Visa Section, where she initiated
measures to enhance efficiency. A dedicated team has
been formed under her stewardship to address visa-
related issues promptly to ensure a pleasing experience
for international travellers and dignitaries

n a recent development within the Ministry of In-

terior, significant changes have been made in the

departmental structure and key appointments to

strengthen visa management to meet the ongoing
national challenges.

M:s Shireen, a seasoned Section Officer, has been
appointed Deputy Secretary (Visa) to utilise her ex-
pertise and dedication in this critical role. Her excep-
tional performance in various sections resulted in her
transfer to the Visa Section, where she has mitated
measures to enhance efficiency. A dedicated team
has been formed under her stewardship to address
visa-related issues promptly to ensure a pleasing expe-

Government of Pakistan
Ministry of interior
Rt g

No.F . A/3/2024-Admn-| Islamabad, the 27™ August, 2024

OFFICE ORDER

With the approval of competent authority, Ms. Shireen Hina
Asghar, Section Officer (BS-18) is posted as Deputy Secretary (Visa) on current
charge basis with immediate effect for the period of three months or till the
availability of regular incumbent of the post whichever i earlier.

.
w{
(Imran .Ilsgh:-:r}llJ

Section Officer (Admin-l)
Distribution:- |

(i)  Director to Secretary Interior

(i) PS to Special Secretary, Mol

(i) PSsto AS (Admn f BM [ IFS), Mol

() APSs toJS (Admn / FIA f Security), Mol
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rience for international travellers and dignitaries. Ms
Shireen’s appointment has been highly praised in the
department for her commitment to excellence and ef-
forts to improve Pakistan’s visa management.
Appointment of Deputy Secretary (Visa)
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Ms Shireen Hina Asghar has been officially ap-
pointed Deputy Secretary (Visa) on a current charge
basis by the Ministry of Interior with immediate ef-
fect. The appointment will last for three months or un-
til a regular incumbent is appointed, whichever comes
first. Ms. Asghar, currently a Section Officer (BS-18),
is expected to bring her experience and expertise to

Under the leadership of Interior
Secretary Captain (Retd) Khur-
ram Agha, these developments

are expected to bring positive
changes to the visa manage-
ment process to meet high stan-
dards of scrutiny and efficiency

this important role. The appointment was formalised
through Office Order No. F4/3/2024-Admn- is-
sued by Imran Asghar, the Ministry’s Section Officer
(Admn-1). This decision highlights the government’s
commitment to ensuring efficient and secure visa pro-
cessing and administration, especially in light of in-
creased border management scrutiny.

Redesignation of the post of Deputy Secretary
(PE)

The Ministry has re-designated the post of Dep-
uty Secretary (PE) to Deputy Secretary (Visa) un-
der the Border Management Wing to align with the
ministry’s evolving needs and increased focus on vi-
sa-related matters. The re-designation was formalised
through Office Order No. 1/4/2017-Admn-1, signed
by Imran Asghar, Section Officer (Admn-1).

This strategic move aims to streamline operations
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within the Border Management Wing and prioritise
visa-related issues. The Deputy Secretary (Visa) will
play a crucial role in monitoring visa policies, coordi-
nating with foreign missions, and ensuring the integri-
ty of the visa issuance process.

Implications and next steps

These changes are part of the Ministry of Interi-
or’s broader efforts to enhance administrative capaci-
ty for border management and foreign national entry
and exit regulation. The appointments and reappoint-
ments demonstrate

global mobility and
the need for stronger
border management.
The Ministry has
Mian Muhammad Shelibaz Sharif R
[ PR changes to relevant

departments and au-
thorities, highlighting the importance of a smooth

transition and continued focus on national security
and administrative efficiency. Under the leadership
of Interior Secretary Captain (Retd) Khurram Agha,
these developments
= are expected to bring
positive changes to
'~ | the visa management
_J process, ensuring it
- meets high standards
=8 of scrutiny and effi-
ciency.

In this regard,
sources in the Min-
istry of Interior said
that with the new
assignment of Ms
Shireen, work at the Visa Section has been mmuch
streamlined initiating a new aspect of proficiency and
efficiency. It owes all to the good reputation as a pro-
fessional of the new officer Miss Shireen.

The senior management of the Ministry of Interi-
or has been apprised
of the redesignated
office Ms Shireen as
the Ministry had de-
cided to form a team
of competent and
hard-working  offi-
cers to address any
visa-related issues for
to Pakistan. This is to
ensure that the per-
formance of the visa
section is exemplary, which now is fast on the way
with the appomtment Ms Shireen as the visa section
officer. She has also been given the additional respon-
sibility of Deputy Secretary to oversee the affairs of
other visa sections. Sources at the Ministry of Inte-

Mohsin Naqvi
Federal Minister for Interior

i
Captain (Retd) Khurram Agha
Interior Secretary

Government of Pakistan
Ministry of Interior
L1

Islamabad, the 27" August, 2024
OFFICE ORDER

Sutjeck RE-DESIGNATION OF THE_POST OF DEPUTY SECRETARY
(PE) AS DEPUTY SECRETARY (VISA}

Wiith the appraval of Compstent Authoiity, the post of Deputy

ry (PE) under Border Management Wing has been re-designated as

seretary (Visa) under said Wing with immediate € ffect.

i
A
“jimran Asghar)
Section Officer {admn-l)

' FS o e Misater for Interior, Mal, Iglarmahan

iy SPS tothe Secrefary Interior, Mo, Islamabad

\ PS tn Addifional Secretary (Admn), Mal, Istamabad
PS o Additional Seeretary (BM), Mal, Islamabad
PS to Additional Secretary (IFS) Mial, lslamabad.
APS to Joint Secretary (Admn), Mel, Islamabad
PA to Deputy Secratary (Admn) Mal, I_slaw-abgd

villt PA to Deputy Secretary (Visa). Mol, Islamabad

%) Al concemed.
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rior have further indicated that all necessary facilities
should be provided to individuals visiting Pakistan
for tourism, business, and investment purposes. Ms
Shireen Hina Asghar is promised to set a high stan-
dard of performance for the Visa Section.
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The Celebration of Our Freedom

Faletti’s Hotel Lahore Celebrate independence day
This day is a tribute to the resilience, determination, and vision of our
forefathers, who, through their unwavering commitment, laid the
foundation for a new nation. It is a celebration of our rich heritage,
diverse culture, and the unity that binds us together
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Slow internet leading
telecom sector to
financial collapse
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Theissueofslowinternetspeedin Pakistanisaseriousconcern
calling for immediate attention. The government attributes
the slowdown to a cut cable in the undersea, while I'T experts
claim a firewall has been installed to control social media.
This has caused frustration among multinational companies
and IT professionals who are considering relocating their
businesses. The telecom sector is losing Rs50 million daily
due to the slow internet, leading to significant financial losses.
Telecom operators have appealed to Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif for intervention.

he telecom sector is experiencing signifi-
cant financial losses due to ongoing slow
mternet speeds and connectivity issues,
with reports indicating a daily loss of at
least 50 million rupees. This concern was raised
during a meeting of the National Assembly Stand-
ing Committee on Information Technology, chaired
by Federal Minister for IT Syed Aminul Haque.
The Chairman of the Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) disclosed that the telecom
sector has incurred a substantial loss of Rs 300
million in just six days due to persistent internet
problems. The disruption in internet services was
attributed to a fault in one of the submarine cables,
affecting the country’s internet connectivity, as ex-
plained by the PTA Chairman. Pakistan is currently
linked through seven fibre optic cables, and one of
them is malfunctioning.
Additionally, the use of VPNs was identified as
a contributing factor to the slowdown in local in-
ternet services, exacerbating the situation. The reg-
istration of Virtual Private Networks (VPNs) has
commenced under a ‘one-window’ operation at the
PTA and PSEB website to facilitate legitimate and
secure operations for software houses, call centres,
freelancers, and foreign missions/embassies. The
ongoing internet issues have raised concerns among
businesses and consumers, prompting calls for swift
action to restore stable connectivity nationwide.
Telecom operators have urgently appealed to
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif for intervention to
address the internet slowdown crisis, highlighting
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the significant impact on various sectors such as
commerce, healthcare, education, finance, banking,
and public services.

The operators emphasised the crucial role of
Pakistan’s freelance workforce in IT exports and
warned of potential economic losses if the inter-
net speeds are not restored promptly. Furthermore,
they highlighted the adverse effects on the working
class, particularly those reliant on the internet for
client communication, underscoring the need for
immediate resolution of technical issues causing
the slowdown.

Internet services are expected to remain slow
until October, with efforts underway to repair the
submarine cable responsible for the disruptions.
The government’s implementation of a nationwide
firewall to enhance cybersecurity and block mali-
cious content has been cited by the IT experts, as a
factor in the internet slowdown, although the Infor-
mation Technology Minister denied intentionally
throttling the internet.

The Minister clarified that the slowdown was
primarily due to the increased use of VPNs, bypass-
ing local content delivery networks and directly ac-
cessing international servers, leading to a strain on
the internet infrastructure. Efforts are underway to
address the technical challenges and prevent future
disruptions, with consultations planned with tech-
nical experts and Internet service providers.

The impact of the slow internet on freelancers,
IT companies, and e-commerce businesses has been
significant, affecting earnings and timely project
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delivery. The installation of a national firewall in
Pakistan aims to enhance cybersecurity and protect
digital data, with assurances that it is not intended
to restrict dissent on social media but to bolster na-
tional security and data protection.

Reports from various sources indicate that Paki-
stan is experiencing a slowdown in internet speeds
which has affected millions of users. The issue is
attributed to internet service providers and possibly
a nationwide firewall aimed at controlling online
content. This slowdown is impacting freelancers
and businesses, leading to financial losses. The gov-
ernment and Internet service providers are facing
criticism for lack of transparency in addressing the
issue. The deployment of a firewall, acquired from
China, is seen as a tool for political control rather
than cybersecurity. Efforts to regulate VPN usage
are also underway. Despite assurances from offi-
cials, users are still facing connectivity issues. The
situation reflects the challenges of digital freedom
in Pakistan, with concerns about censorship and
surveillance.

Finally, there have been further developments
in the controversy relating to slow internet speeds.
A new contribution from the regulator the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has moved
the blame away from VPNs.

The PTA now says the nationwide slow internet
is due to a “faulty submarine cable”. It has also said
that no firewalls were being installed by the govern-
ment, an allegation made by activists, the business
community and some ISPs.

Mobile data and broadband have been affect-
ed by the slowdown, which Minister for Informa-
tion Technology Shaza Fatima Khawaja insists, is
not a result of the government “throttling” the in-
ternet. Several senators at the meeting expressed
frustration over ongoing internet issues, including
occasional shutdowns of TikTok, slow internet and
alleged firewalls, demanding clarification on the sit-
uation.

Meanwhile, at the Lahore High Court, the PTA,
the federal government, and the information and
law ministers responded to a petition against the
disruptions. Blame was attributed to various issues,
including “cutting of one of the submarine cables
(SMW4) for last one month or so”. This has ap-
parently, reduced the inland capacity by 1.5 terabits
(Tbit) per second. However, a major dip in internet
services has allegedly been traced back to a major
internet service provider (ISP) making a “severe
misconfiguration in their core network”.

Also cited was a “severe degradation of around
1.5tbps” observed on internet traffic entering the
country on 15 August, Indian National Day, which,
it was argued, “might be due to some distributed de-
nial of service (DDoS) attack”, though India does
not appear to have been explicitly blamed. The PTA
also mentioned the increased use of VPNs during
the period.

The operators warned that the
internet slowdown has reduced
daily internet traffic by 6,400
terabytes nationwide, leading
to disruptions in commerce,
healthecare, education, finance,
banking, and public sector
activities

Even businesses said internet disruptions this
month have harmed their businesses and unsettled
investors at a time when the country is counting on
the information technology sector to help break a
cycle of economic crises and bailouts.

The warnings from executives, investors and a
leading IT organisation come as internet watchdogs
have reported a marked slowdown in connection
speeds and service interruptions to applications
such as WhatsApp, the Meta-owned messaging
platform that is widely used in the country.
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'Alibaba.com hosts

the Key E-commerce

=3 | cader Award finale

to honor outstanding

-

sellers from Pakistan

i
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The competition concluded with the selection of all six finalists

as Alibaba.com Pakistan Ambassadors for 2024. Tayyub
Hussnain from Norwich Streetwear and Muzafar Hussain
from JNM Leather Safety Gloves were honoured as Alibaba.
com Pakistan’s Key E-commerce Leaders for 2024 and will
represent Pakistan in the KEL Awards Regional Finale, set to
take place in Vietham later this year

libaba.com hosted the finale of the Paki-

stan round of its Key E-commerce Lead-

er Awards in Lahore to celebrate the

exceptional e-commerce sellers of Paki-
stan. The event showcased the remarkable talents of
six top country finalists, each delivering insightful
presentations that highlighted their achievements
and the strategies that fueled their success on the Al-
ibaba.com platform.

@

The competition concluded with the selection
of all six finalists as Alibaba.com Pakistan Ambas-
sadors for 2024. TayyubHussnain from Norwich
Streetwear and Muzafar Hussain from JNM Leather
Safety Gloves were honoured as Alibaba.com Paki-
stan’s Key E-commerce Leaders for 2024 and will
represent Pakistan in the KEL. Awards Regional Fi-
nale, set to take place in Vietnam later this year. The
event in Pakistan featured a People’s Choice Award
for 2024, with TayyubHussnain from Norwich
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Streetwear receiving recognition based on audience
voting.

Alibaba.com held the Pakistan KEI. Awards fi-
nale in collaboration with the Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP). The award’s judging

The award’s judging panel, con-
sisting of Adil Mukhtar (Assis-
tant Director of TDAP), Rocky

Lu (Head of Pakistan Business,

Alibaba.com), Muhammad

Sadiq (Senior Growth Manager,

Alibaba.com), and Joanna Xu
(Seller Operations Manager,
Alibaba.com) was tasked with
the challenging mission of eval-
uating each presentation

panel, consisting of Adil Mukhtar (Assistant Direc-
tor of TDAP), Rocky Lu (Head of Pakistan Business,
Alibaba.com), Muhammad Sadiq (Senior Growth
Manager, Alibaba.com), and Joanna Xu (Seller Op-
erations Manager, Alibaba.com) was tasked with the
challenging mission of evaluating each presentation.
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Rocky Lu, Head of Pakistan Business at Aliba-
ba.com, emphasized the significance of the awards,
stating, “The Pakistan KEI. Awards are a testament
to the entrepreneurial excellence present in this
country. We are proud to provide a platform where
sellers can showcase their success and have the op-
portunity to be recognised on a regional stage. It is
not merely a competition. It is a celebration of the
ingenuity and resilience of small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) pushing global trade’s boundar-
ies. Through this initiative, we hope to inspire and
help even more SMEs to seize opportunities in the
global marketplace.”

The Alibaba.com KEI. Awards aims to gath-
er top-notch suppliers from across the South and
Southeast Asia region to foster mutual learning and
engagements, while also providing a unique oppor-
tunity for participants to amplify their influence
within Alibaba.com’s global community of buyers
and suppliers. More than 250 global sellers took part
in the event.

Rafia Syed, Director General of TDAP, empha-
sised the importance of showcasing local businesses
on a global stage. “The KEL. Awards, hosted by Ali-
baba.com, mark a significant milestone in nurturing
the entrepreneurial spirit within Pakistan's e-com-
merce sector. We take pride in witnessing our local
businesses receive recognition in such a prestigious
arena.” One of the six finalists, TayyubHussnain
from Norwich Streetwear, shared a compelling story
that underscores the transformative power of ambi-
tion and innovation in e-commerce. After graduating
from Govt. Murray College, Sialkot in 2014, he em-
barked on his career with a modest monthly salary
of 16,000 PKR. His entrepreneurial journey in the
apparel industry was catalyzed when he received a
laptop from the Chief Minister of Punjab, which
introduced him to Alibaba.com. Through this plat-
form, he secured his first major order of 770 pieces
of clothing, an accomplishment that significantly
boosted his confidence. This newfound assurance
led Hussnain to leave his stable job and devote him-
self fully to building his business on Alibaba.com.

_ —

By transitioning into full-time entrepreneurship,
he recognised the immense potential of e-commerce
and harnessed the platform’s global reach. Starting
with just one seller account, Hussnain methodical-
ly expanded his business by focusing on market de-
mand, quality and nurturing customer relationships.
A remarkable milestone was achieved in 2023 when
he landed the largest order to date—valued at $1 mil-
lion—through Alibaba.com. This impressive growth
was not only a highlight of Hussnain's entrepreneur-
ial journey but also served as an inspiration for aspir-
ing entrepreneurs in Pakistan to harness technology
in the pursuit of their dreams.
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During the event, three highly anticipated models to be launched soon in Pakistan were unveiled.
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They are BYD Sealion 6, BYD Seal, and BYD Atto 3. This event marks BYD’s official brand
launch into the Pakistani passenger vehicle market, in partnership with Mega Motor Company,
and underscores its brand mission of “Technological Innovations For A Better Life”

YD, the world’s leading New Energy

Vehicle manufacturer, in partnership

with Mega Motor Co, hosted an experi-

ential launch event at the Lahore Expo
Centre. At the event, the company showcased its
long-term vision for Pakistan and commitment to
leading the automotive revolution towards sus-
tainable mobility.

During the event, three highly anticipated
models to be launched soon in Pakistan were un-
veiled. They are BYD Sealion 6, BYD Seal, and
BYD Atto 3. This event marks BYD'’s official
brand launch into the Pakistani passenger vehicle
market, in partnership with Mega Motor Compa-
ny, and underscores its brand mission of “Tech-
nological Innovations For A Better Life”.

BYD first announced its formal entry into the
Pakistani market in March 2024, and this launch
event was intended to showcase the brand and the

core NEV technologies that BYD will bring to
the local market. The three models showcased at
the event represent the company’s latest advance-
ments in new energy vehicle technology, each
designed to meet the diverse needs of Pakistani
consumers by offering superior performance, cut-
ting-edge features, and a commitment to a green-
er future.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Liu Xueliang,
General Manager of BYD Asia Pacific Auto
Sales Division, expressed his enthusiasm about
the company expanding its global reach, stating:
“As the world moves toward a sustainable future,
BYD is proud to be at the forefront of this trans-
formation. Our entry into the Pakistani market
is not just about bringing advanced vehicles to
consumers; it’s about driving a broader vision of
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environmental responsibility and technological
innovation. We believe that our new energy ve-
hicles will play a crucial role in shaping a clean-
er and more prosperous future for both Pakistan
and the world.”

Aly Khan, Chief Executive Officer of Mega
Motor Company, commented, “Our vision is
simple yet ambitious: to drive Pakistan’s future
with sustainable mobility. We aim to lead the
revolution alongside the world’s foremost NEV

Karachi, [.ahore, and Islamabad
will showease our commitment
to mtroducing quality and
customer-satisfaction energy
vehicles which mirror global
standards and cater to local
preferences. In a landmark in-
vestment, we will establish Paki-
stan’s first NEV assembly plant,
a state-of-the-art CKD facility
dedicated to producing BYD’s
cutting-edge
NewEnergy Vehicles

manufacturer, BYD, transforming how Pakistanis
commute, from the cars you drive, to where you
charge them, to where the energy used to charge
them comes from. Our commitment goes be-
yond our customers and serves a wider national
interest. Pakistan faces increasingly pressing en-
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vironmental issues like air pollution and climate
change, and we want to tackle these challenges
head-on, aligning with the UN. Global Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs) and playing our
part in fulfilling the government’s vision of in-
creasing the number of new energy vehicles on
roads while reducing the use of fossil fuel”
Speaking on the occasion, Kamran Kamal
Chief Executive Officer of The Hub Power Com-
pany Limited said, “In our pursuit of a sustain-
able future, we are proud to partner with BYD,
the Global New Energy Vehicle Sales Leader.”
Kamran further added, “To bring BYD's vi-
sion to life, we are establishing three state-of-the-
art flagship stores and experience centres in Ka-
rachi, Lahore, and Islamabad will showcase our
commitment to quality and customer-satisfaction
energy vehicles which mirror global standards
and cater to local preferences. In a landmark in-

vestment, we will establish Pakistan’s first NEV
assembly plant, a state-of-the-art CKD facility
dedicated to producing BYD’s cutting-edge New
Energy Vehicles.”

Coinciding with the launch, Kamran Kamal
also announced the creation of Hubco Green —
an initiative that will fasten the green mobility
revolution in Pakistan. “Under the umbrella of
Hubco Green, we are proud to announce the set-
up of fast-charging stations across major cities,
motorways, and highways, giving our customers
comfort and confidence throughout their jour-
ney.”

This movement, started by BYD and Mega
Motor Company, will also create new jobs, stimu-
late economic growth, and strengthen Pakistan’s
energy independence.
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The Academy will offer courses, workshops, and mentorship programs to support
entrepreneurs in developing their Al skills and implementing Al solutions in their
businesses. This initiative is part of Google’s commitment to fostering innovation and
supporting the startup ecosystem in Pakistan

oogle has launched an Al Academy in

Pakistan and Asia Pacific specifical-

ly for startups. This initiative aims to

provide training and resources to help
startups leverage artificial intelligence technolo-
gy to grow and succeed. The Academy will offer
courses, workshops, and mentorship programs to
support entrepreneurs in developing their Al skills
and implementing Al solutions in their business-
es. This initiative is part of Google’s commitment
to fostering innovation and supporting the startup
ecosystem in Pakistan.

The initiative in Pakistan is aimed at creating
new cross-border partnerships under the auspices of
the Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC)
that will revolutionise the world of Al through the
exchange of innovative ideas and resources.

These startups will also help Pakistan become
a “global hub” for the development of “AI” in the
Asia-Pacific region. The program will bring to-
gether more than 20 startups that are developing
Al technologies, which will foster a vibrant Al
community within APAC and ignite cross-border
innovation and partnerships. According to a news
release, the collaborative environment will encour-
age exchanging ideas, expertise, and resources, ac-
celerating the development of cutting-edge Al solu-
tions and establishing APAC as a global hub in Al
advancements.

Access to Google’s world-class Al experts for
personalised guidance and support. Google Cloud
credits: Up to $350,000 in Google Cloud credits to
fuel their Al development and experimentation.
Community building opportunities: Opportunities
to connect and collaborate with other Al startups
across the APAC region.

Uniquely, Al Academy is designed to fast-track
startups to market by enabling them to build a
“proof of concept” and product roadmap, rapidly
validating and enhancing their Al solutions. By ap-
plying Google Cloud tools to their data, startups can
build a “proof of concept” and develop a product
roadmap for clear and immediate integration into
their existing products. This accelerated approach
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will both speed up their path to success and demon-
strate the tangible value of their Al innovations.

Farhan S. Qureshi, Google Pakistan’s country
director, said: “Our latest Al Academy program is a
testament to Google’s commitment to fostering the
growth of Al across the Asia-Pacific. With Pakistan
being an important market, we hope that local start-
ups will use this opportunity to supercharge their
Al solutions and further strengthen the Al ecosys-
tem in APAC.”

The initiative in Pakistan
is aimed at creating new
cross-border partnerships
under the auspices of the
Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC) that will
revolutionise the world of Al
through the exchange of innova-
tive ideas and resources

Entry criteria

B At least one technical startup leader (CTO/
CIO, Engineering Lead) is dedicated to attending
the program.

W Startup technology based on Al

W Startups must be based in the Greater China
Region, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia,
Pakistan, or Singapore.

Seed to Series A stage.

B The dedicated team member participating in
the program must be fluent in English.

W Startups with plans of global expansion are
preferred.

W Startups that are already enrolled in or apply-
ing for the Google for Startups Cloud Program will
receive priority consideration.

Google Overviews is a feature on Google Search
that is designed to provide users with concise and
comprehensive summaries of search results. While
search engine users may find Google Al overviews
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to be helpful, or at least a time saver, only the ques-
tion of whether the feature helps or harms the tech
industry is examined here. It’s not an inconsequen-
tial question given that the tech industry, like many
other industries, relies heavily on search engines for
website traffic. Particularly Google which accord-
ing to a Semrush report “accounts for 91.54% of
the global search engine market” and “66% of web
traffic referrals come from Google.” Google Search
is so strong that even Google relies on Google to
drive large audiences to its products, services, and
web content. YouTube, Google Images, Google
Maps, Google Flights, Google Hotels, the Google
App Store, and dozens more means that Google
gets even more monetisation and sector-dominat-
ing power from their search engine.” Putting this
in light of another perspective, SparkToro also re-
ports that “for every 1,000 searches on Google in
the United States, 360 clicks make it to a non-Goo-
gle-owned, non-Google-ad-paying property. That
same SparkToro report says that “despite a bump
in clickthroughs to the open web in summer 2023,
the overall trend is negative ... Google continues to
send less and less of its ever-growing search pie to
the open web” but “because that pie is growing, the
overall amount of traffic Google refers to the open
web remains relatively stable.”

A recent study by Authoritas found that “Goo-
gle pushes the top-ranked search result down the
page by an average of 1,255 pixels.” Zapier explains
that finding in more relatable terms: “For context,
1,255 pixels can be several scrolls down, especially
on mobile devices, making it less likely that users
will click on (or even see) high-ranking results. With
AT Overviews now in position 0 (like Google’s fea-
tured snippets), the coveted No. 1 spot on Google’s
search results page may no longer be as meaningful
as it used to be.” The question is, does a downward
pixel push on a search results page matter or is it
simply a change in the way search is done post-Ge-
nAl? After all, one could easily make the same
argument about the new search engine Perplexity
which is currently rising in popularity and serves up
both a summary and links to its sources.
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ajor General

(Retd) Mu-

hammad

Sahi,

Chairman of the Athletics
Federation of Pakistan, and
his team were instrumental
in the success of Arshad
Nadeem. Arshad Nadeem

Akram Sahi for his unwav-
ering support and efforts
throughout. Akram Sahi
shared that he was deeply
moved when Arshad Na-
deem hugged him and shed
tears of joy after his victory.
It became widely known | 4
that General (Retd) Akram |
Sahi had been a guiding
force for Arshad Nadeem
for a decade.

Arshad Nadeem'’s re-
markable achievement at
the Paris Olympics 2024
will always be remem-
bered, but the subsequent
response from the govern-
ment was equally surpris-
ing. The government has
now accorded special pro-
tocol to Arshad Nadeem,
with officials joiming in
welcoming him at various
events and award ceremo-
nies. On the other hand,
organisations in Pakistan
criticised the government
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Arshad’s passion wins
Olympic gold but govt
steals the credit
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ANEEQ NISAR .
the Paris Olympics 2024.
His historic victory has
brought him not only ac-
colades but also significant
the most notable contribu-
tions are Rs 10 crore from
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz and an
additional Rs 5 crore from

In contrast, Neeraj
Chopra, who took home
the silver medal in the same
event, enjoys a significantly
different financial status.
The Indian javelin star cel-
Y ebrated widely across his
country, has amassed a net
£ worth of approximately Rs
37 crore.

Chopra’s wealth stems
largely from his success in
mternational sports events,
a string of lucrative en-
dorsements, and his role
as a Junior Commissioned
Officer in the Indian Army.
Adding to his financial
achievements, Chopra
owns a three-storey home
m Khandra, Haryana, near
Panipat, further underscor-
mg his affluence. While
both athletes have secured
their places in the sporting
histories of their respective

for attempting to take cred- countries, their financial
it for Arshad Nadeem'’s trajectories are starkly dif
historic Olympic gold med- g . . i ferent. Neeraj Chopra's
al Arshad Nadiem ms Arshad Nadeem faced financial constraints in training and  pgderable w]ealm stands
emerged as one of the most in sharp contrast to Arshad

popular sports personali-
ties n Pakistan. His out-
standing performance at
the Paris Olympics secured
Pakistan’s first-ever ndivid-
ual gold at the prestigious

participated in international events with the support of his
fellow villagers and relatives who contributed funds for his

overseas competitions. Only two companies, Toyota and
PTCL, sponsored Arshad Nadeem for the Olympics

Nadeem’s more modest
earnings, reflecting the dif-
fering levels of financial
support and sponsorship
available to athletes n In-
dia and Pakistan. Yet, what

event. He set an Olympic

record with a throw of

92.97m, clinching the top spot ahead of India’s Neer-
aj Chopra, who secured the silver medal with a sea-
son-best throw of 89.45m.

In his early days, Nadeem faced financial con-
straints in training and participated in international
events with the support of his fellow villagers and
relatives who contributed funds for his overseas com-
petitions. Only two companies, Toyota and PTCL,
sponsored Arshad Nadeem for the Olympics. Born in
Mian Chanmu, Punjab, he is the third eldest among
eight siblings and displayed exceptional athletic abil-
ities from his school days. Despite systemic failures
and administrative neglect, Arshad Nadeem perse-
vered through numerous challenges and sacrifices
to achieve his historic Olympic gold medal in Paris.
However, the government and sports organisations in
Pakistan have been quick to claim credit for his suc-
cess neglecting the struggles he faced. Just months
before the Paris Olympics, Nadeem had to request a
new javelin as his old one had worn out due to use
over the years.

Unlike other athletes in the javelin throw finals
at the Paris Olympics, Nadeem lacked access to top
coaches and consistent international competitions
due to financial constraints. Before the Olympics,
Nadeem underwent knee surgery and had to tram in
harsh conditions at the Punjab Sports Complex along-
side other amateur athletes.

The government,Pakistan Sports Board, Inter-Pro-
vincial Coordination Ministry (sports), and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif have all sought to take cred-
it for Nadeem's achievements, despite the challenges
he overcame. The sports system in Pakistan lacks a
coordinated government policy, with frequent chang-
es in leadership leading to inconsistent approaches.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

The country’s limited sports infrastructure remains
in need of maintenance, and mternal politics within
sports organisations have funther complicated matters
for athletes. The rivalry between Neeraj Chopra and
Arshad Nadeem, the top two javelin throwers in the
world from South Asia, is set to be closely watched
in the coming years. Both athletes have followed sim-
ilar career trajectories, winning medals at the global
level in a sport traditionally dominated by Europeans.
The competition between the two intensified at the
Paris Olympics 2024, where Arshad claimed gold and
Neeraj secured silver. Despite their shared success,
Neeraj has received more support from his govern-
ment and corporate sponsors compared to Arshad.

Akram Sahi shared that he was
deeply moved when Arshad
Nadeem hugged him and shed
tears of joy after his victory.

It became widely known that
General (Retd) Akram Sahi had
been a guiding force for Arshad
Nadeem for a decade

Meanwhile, this remarkable achievement has
filled Pakistan with immense pride and also sparked
interest in the financial status of the newly crowned
national hero. Naturally, comparisons have arisen
with Indian star athlete Neeraj Chopra, whose global
success has also captured widespread attention.

Arshad Nadeem, who comes from a humble back-
ground in a small town, became a national sensation
after winning the gold medal in the javelin throw at

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

unites these two athletes
is their status as national
icons. Their achievements on the global stage have in-
spired countless aspiring athletes, demonstrating that
with determination and hard work, even the most
humble beginnings can lead to extraordinary success.

Recognition and Rewards Following his Olympic
triumph, Nadeem has been showered with numer-
ous rewards. Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif visited him in Mian Chanmu and awarded him
Rs 10 crore. Additionally, he received a Honda Civ-
ic car with a special registration number PAK-92 97,
commemorating his Olympic record. Maryam Nawaz
Sharif shared her excitement on Twitter: “Remember
The Number 92.97”. The recognition continued as
the official PML-N Twitter account also celebrated
Nadeem’s achievement. A Unique Gift In addition
to these accolades, Nadeem’s father-in-law decided to
gift him a buffalo, which holds significant value and
honour in their village tradition. Muhammad Nawaz
explained that this gesture aligns with their rural up-
bringing and is considered very valuable.

Nawaz shared insights into Nadeem’s humble be-
ginnings and dedication to his sport. “When we decid-
ed to marry our daughter to Nadeem six years back,
he used to do small jobs but was extremely passion-
ate about javelin throwing,” said Nawaz. Family Life
Nawaz also revealed details about Nadeem’s family
life. He mentioned that Nadeem lives with his parents
and brothers in their village home despite his success.
“Two of his children have started going to the local
primary school while one son is still very young,” he
added. Nawaz expressed pride in Nadeem's achieve-
ments and noted that the athlete remains grounded
and respectful towards everyone. “Whenever he
comes to our house, he never complains about any-
thing and eats whatever is there,” said Nawaz.
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n a major step towards sustainable innova-
tion, Pakistan launched its first low-carbon
energy storage as a Service (ESaaS) project
organised by Brillanz Group in partnership
with Telenor Pakistan, Bank of Punjab, and Sau-
di-Pak Investment Company, and supported by
the Ministry of Climate Change, the event under-
scored the country’s commitment to environmen-
tal sustainability and technological advancement

' in the telecom sector.

The landmark event was graced by the presence
of Majid Misfer J. Alghamdi, Deputy Minister for
Tourism Destinations, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Sultan Abdulrauf, Chairman of Saudi-Pak Invest-
ment Bank, Mubsher Al Shehri, Commercial At-
taché at the Embassy of KSA, along with other
senior dignitaries.

Fahd Haroon, Minister of State and Special
Assistant to the Prime Minister on Digital Media
commended the ESaaS project as a significant
leap forward in environmental sustainability and
financial innovation. He underscored the critical
role of digital platforms in amplifying this success
to attract foreign investment and position Paki-
stan as a leader in resilient business practices.

Bilal Qureshi, Co-founder and CEO of Bril-
lanz Group emphasised the transformative na-
ture of the project, stating, “This initiative sets a
new benchmark for sustainable innovation in the
telecom sector. It's more than an investment; it’s
a commitment to reducing over 21 million liters
of diesel consumption in Phase I, translating into
significant cost savings of over PKR 5 billion and
environmental benefits.”

Telenor Pakistan’s CEO, Khurram Ashfaque,
underscored the project’s role in leading the shift
towards sustainable network transformation.
Awais Vohra, CTO of Telenor Pakistan, detailed
the technical advancements, noting the reduction
of reliance on diesel generators and the improve-
ment of network uptime.

Dr Saad Liaquat and Sohaib Tariq from Thun-
der Energy introduced the GenAi features of the
Thunder Intelligence Platform, which is set to
revolutionise energy management through Al and
analytics, enhancing efficiency and reducing envi-
ronmental impact.

The nation’s first ESaaS project during its life-
time is expected to cut the telecom sector’s carbon
footprint by 58.3 kT—equivalent to planting near-
ly 2 million trees—demonstrating how business
innovation can align with environmental steward-
ship. Sultan Abdulrauf, Chairman of Saudi-Pak
Investment Company and Farid Khan, Group
Chief Corporate & Investment Banking at Bank
of Punjab, shared their insights on the financial
structuring of the project by Brillanz Group and
underlined the critical importance of the finance
sector in driving sustainable projects.

As the event concluded, Ayla Majid, Co-found-
er of the Infralectric stressed continued collabora-
tion and expressed optimism for Pakistan’s sus-
tainable energy future. This landmark project not
only represents a pioneering effort in Pakistan but
also serves as an inspiration for global efforts in
sustainable business practices.

Coordinator to Prime Minister on Climate
Change Romina Khurshid Alam said that Energy
Storage as a Service (ESaaS) at an industrial scale
is an emerging model, where energy storage sys-
tems are offered to customers as a service rather
than a traditional capital expenditure.

Speaking as chief guest at the launching and
signing ceremony of the “Industry-First Energy
Storage as a Service Project” at a local hotel, the
PM'’s climate aide said, “With the launching of
the country’s first ever project, we embark today
on a journey that not only would help advance
our nation’s technological capabilities but also
reaffirms our unwavering commitment to combat
climate change.”

She said that this project basically aims to
revolutionise energy storage capabilities and pro-
vide a sustainable solution for our energy needs,
aligning with the present government’s vision for
a greener and climate-resilience future.
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Free download: flare.pk

SOCIAL |

FLARE REPORT

Pakistan launches first
low carbon storage
project under lisaaS
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project during its lifetime 1is

expected to cut the telecom sector’s carbon footprint by
08.3 kT—equivalent to planting nearly 2 million trees—
demonstrating how business innovation can align with

environmental stewardship

The PM’s climate aide said, “With potential
role to significantly reducing carbon emissions,
the launch of Pakistan’s first Energy Storage as a
Service project at the industry scale is not merely
a technological milestone; it is a bold statement of
our intent to lead by example in the global transi-
tion to a low-carbon future.”

By adopting such innovative energy solutions
that prioritisedecarbonisation agendas, the pres-
ent government was sending a powerful message

Coordinator to Prime Minister
on Climate Change Romina
Khurshid Alam said that Energy
Storage as a Service (ESaaS) at
an industrial scale is an emerg-
ing model, where energy stor-
age systems are offered to cus-
tomers as a service rather than
a traditional capital expenditure

that sustainable practices are at the core of our
development strategy, Romina Khurshid Alam
stressed, adding that in fact, the benefits of this
project extended beyond mere addressing envi-
ronmental concerns.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

By reducing diesel consumption, we are not
only promoting energy efficiency but also ad-
dressing a critical economic vulnerability—our
reliance on diesel imports. This reduction helps
to mitigate the strain on our foreign currency re-
serves and shields us, however modestly, from the
fluctuations of exchange rates.

The PM’s climate aide said further that the
Climate Change & Environmental Coordination
Ministry was proud to support the launch of
the project, showcasing the government’s com-
mitment to the strategic partnership with the re-
source-rich private sector in driving forward the
green transformation of the country’s industrial
sector.

“Only by working together (government and
private sector), we can future-proof Pakistan’'s
infrastructure, ensuring that it is resilient in the
face of climate challenges while also enhancing
network reliability for years to come,” Romina
Khurshid Alam emphasised.

She also hoped that the project would be a
beacon and example for other countries in the re-
gion and beyond to demonstrate what could be
achieved when environmental sustainability and
climate resilience are the priority.

“Tt is more than just a technological advance-
ment; it is a commitment to a sustainable future
for Pakistan. Together, we can ensure that our
economic growth is not at odds with environmen-
tal stewardship but is instead a harmonious blend
of both,” she emphasised.
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Inovi Telecom holds

spirited ceremony to celebrate
Independence Day

The day began with the hoisting of the national flag, symbolising our enduring pride, unity,
and commitment to the nation’s ideals. This was followed by a cake-cutting ceremony where
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employees and Chinese guests came together to honour the sacrifices and achievements which | =

shaped our country’s history and future

Inovi Telecom celebrated Pakistan’s 78th Inde-
pendence Day with a special ceremony on 14th Au-
gust,a significant event in the company’s calendar.
The day began with the hoisting of the national flag,
symbolising our enduring pride, unity, and commit-
ment to the nation’s ideals. This was followed by a
cake-cutting ceremony where employees and Chi-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |
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nese guests came together to honour the sacrifices
and achievements which shaped our country’s his-
tory and future. The celebration highlighted Inovi
Telecom's values of unity, respect, and progress as
it continues to contribute to Pakistan’s promising fu-
ture. The event also paid tribute to the sacrifices of
national heroes and leaders who played a vital role

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

in securing freedom and self-determination against
the heavy odds.

A large number of people also attended the
flag-hoisting and cake-cutting ceremony. The crowd
went into a frenzy, with a few young individuals join-
ing in with Pakistani flags and ethnic dance motions,
helping the day’s festivities come to a happy end.
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" Effective THR

strategies successftully
reducing the harmful
effects of smoking

Asthe country is facing high smoking rates thus increased taxes

aim to discourage smoking. However, the illicit trade of this
item has been continuing to undermine the effectiveness of this
measure. Strict measures have not proven entirely successful
which has underscored the need for a more nuanced approach
to address the complexities of smoking behaviours.

ntegrating harm reduction with smoke-con-

trolling policies remains a challenge in Pakistan

despite being a signatory to the WHO Frame-

work Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC)
since 2005. As the country is facing high smoking
rates thus increased taxes aim to discourage smoking.
However, the illicit trade of this item has been con-
tinuing to undermine the effectiveness of this mea-
sure. Strict measures have not proven entirely success-
ful which underscored the need for a more nuanced
approach to address the complexities of smoking
behaviours.

Anti-Tobacco Organizations (ATOs) in Pakistan
have been criticised for spreading misleading infor-
mation about Tobacco Harm Reduction (THR) prod-
ucts and failing to acknowledge the varied levels of
harmassociated with different nicotine products. This
biased information may hinder access to alternatives
based on scientific evidence. ATOs advocate for strin-
gent measures against all forms of nicotine consump-
tion, overlooking the potential benefits of THR strat-
egies that have successfully reduced smoking rates in
countries like Sweden, where oral nicotine pouches
and snus have contributed to low smoking prevalence.

Enhancing collaboration between government
bodies, healthcare providers, and THR product man-
ufacturers is essential for coordinated policy imple-
mentation. Monitoring the impact of policies and
adjusting them based on outcomes will be crucial for
maximising the potential of THR strategies.

Tobacco Harm Reduction aims to mitigate the
health risks associated with cigarette smoking, a lead-
ing cause of preventable diseases. Cigarette smoke
contains numerous harmful chemicals that contrib-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

ute to specifically smoke-related illnesses making
harm-reduction productsa valuable alternative for

adult smokers who care for minimising the health
risks of cigarettes.

E-cigarettes and heated tobacco products are
prominent smoke-free alternatives that, when prop-
erly regulated and scientifically supported, offer adult
smokers a safer choice compared to traditional smok-
ing. These products work differently, with heated to-
bacco devices heating real tobacco without burning

(Cigarette smoke contains nu-
merous harmful chemicals
that contribute to specifically
smoke-related illnesses mak-
ing harm-reduction products
a valuable alternative for adult
smokers who care for minimis-
ing the health risks of cigarettes

it, while e-cigarettes vaporise a nicotine-containing
liquid solution. Both products deliver nicotine with-
out the harmful byproducts of combustion, providing
a potentially less harmful option for smokers. Estab-
lishing a robust scientific base to inform policies and
educate consumers about smokeless products is cru-
cial for promoting Tobacco Harm Reduction.

By adhering to best practice standards in research

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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and clinical studies, the industry can build trust in
reduced-risk products and demonstrate their poten-
tial to reduce harm compared to smoking. Advance-
ments in biotechnology and pharmaceutical innova-
tion have led to the development of THR products
that aim to minimise the harms of smoking, similar
to the shift towards electric vehicles in the automotive
industry to reduce smoke emissions. Global reports
showed that THR products could significantly lower
toxic exposuresand reduce smoking-related prema-
ture deaths, highlighting their potential to address the
public health burden of smoking. In Pakistan, where
a significant number of smokers exist, integrating
THR education into medical and nursing school cur-
ricula is essential to prepare future healthcare provid-
ers to offer informed advice to smokers.

Establishing networks of healthcare profession-
alsknowledgeable about THR can facilitate ongoing
professional development and collaboration to pro-
mote effective harm-reduction strategies.

By leveraging research, technological advance-
ments, and global best practices, Pakistan can make
significant strides in reducing smoking-related dis-
eases and contributing to the global effort in Tobac-
co Harm Reduction. As traditional tobacco control
measures are becoming less effective, Pakistan needs
to adopt globally accepted ‘tobacco harm reduction’
(THR) strategies to save over 1.2 million lives lost to
smoking and tobacco use annually in the country.

Dr. Muhammad Rizwan Junaid, a Researcher
and Policy Advisor, emphasised the importance of
THR during a round table discussion titled ‘Break
Thru Science’. Dr. Rizwan highlighted that THR
products can significantly reduce toxic exposures by
80 % and decrease tobacco-related premature deaths
by 70%. Substantiating his point, he referenced a re-
search study launched in London, titled ‘Integrating
Harm Reduction Into Tobacco Control Pakistan,
South Africa, Bangladesh, and Kazakhstan,’ to pro-
vide policymakers and public health experts with es-
timates of the potential benefits of THR.

The study suggests that widespread adoption of
THR strategies could save a significant number of
lives in countries like Pakistan, South Africa, Bangla-
desh, and Kazakhstan. Dr. Rizwan shared the study’s
findings, indicating potential life-saving figures for
each country. He urged the Pakistani government to
recognise the transformative potential of THR prod-
ucts, already used by 112 million people globally, to
effectively address the national crisis. Dr. Rizwan not-
ed the progress made by private companies and health
research funders in biotechnology, pharmaceutical
innovation, and diagnostics, resulting in THR prod-
ucts meeting USFDA) criteria for protecting public
health. Health experts at the round table highlighted
the success of tobacco harm reduction strategies in
European countries, contributing to decreased smok-
ing rates. Theyurged the government to consider inte-
grating tobacco harm reduction strategies into public
health regulatory frameworks and ensure regulations
on nicotine products are proportionate to the health
risks they pose ‘Irada,’ an initiative promoting ‘tobac-
co harm reduction,’ aims to minimise the health im-
pact of smoking in Pakistan.

THR is crucial for reducing the adverse effects of
smoking by providing adult smokers with less harm-
ful alternatives. Effective implementation of THR in
Pakistan requires widespread awareness and accurate
information through media and technology.

‘We at Flare platform want to give awareness and
provide accurate coverage of THR products, as digi-
tal platforms play a crucial role in assisting smokers
on their harm reduction journey.

Engaging content, including social media cam-
paigns and online platforms, simplifies complex in-
formation and inspires behavioural change, Flare
maintains to help the youth better deal with ill effects
of the smoking habit. It views that expanding tele-
medicine services to include virtual counselling for
harm reduction users in Pakistan is also vital for pro-
viding professional support and tailored strategies.

In the end, fostering journalism, leveraging dig-
ital platforms, and expanding telemedicine services
are critical steps toward effective Tobacco Harm Re-
duction in Pakistan empowering smokers to make
informed choices and reduce harm.
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' Razor-thin solar
panels to ‘ink-jetted’

onto your backpack
or phone for cheap

clean enersg

The solar coating 1s made of materials called perovskites,
which are more efficientatabsorbing the sun’s energy than
the silicon-based panels widely used today. That because
its light-absorbing layers can capture a wider range of
light from the sun’s spectrum than traditional panels. And
more light means more energy

coating 100 times thinner than a human

hair could be “ink-jetted” onto your back-

pack, cell phone or car roof to harness

the sun's energy, new research shows, in
a development that could reduce the world’s need for
solar farms that take up huge swaths of land.

Scientists from Oxford University’s physics de-
partment have developed a micro-thin, light-absorb-
ing material flexible enough to apply to the surface
of almost any building or object — with the potential
to generate up to nearly twice the amount of energy
of current solar panels.

The technology comes at a critical time for the
solar power boom as human-caused climate change
is rapidly warming the planet, forcing the world to
accelerate its transition to clean energy.

Here’s how it works: The solar coating is made of
materials called perovskites, which are more efficient
at absorbing the sun’s energy than the silicon-based
panels widely used today. That because its light-ab-
sorbing layers can capture a wider range of light
from the sun’s spectrum than traditional panels. And
more light means more energy.

The Oxford scientists aren't the only ones who
have produced this type of coating, but theirs is no-
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tably efficient, capturing around 27% of the energy
in sunlight. Today’s solar panels that use silicon cells,
by comparison, typically covert up to 22% of sun-
light into power.

The technology comes at a
critical time for the solar power
boom as human-caused climate

change is rapidly warming the
planet, forcing the world to
accelerate its transition to
clean energy

The researchers believe that over time, per-
ovskites will be able to deliver efficiency exceeding
45%, pointing to the increase in yield they were able
to achieve during just five years of experimenting,
from 6% to 27%.

“This is important because it promises more solar
power without the need for silicon-based panels or
specially-built solar farms,” Junke Wang, one of the

ECONOMY |
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Oxford scientists said. “We can envisage perovskite
coatings being applied to broader types of surface to
generate cheap solar power, such as the roof of cars
and buildings and even the backs of mobile phones.”

At just over one micron thick, the coating is 150
times thinner than a silicon wafter used in today’s
solar panels. And unlike existing silicon panels, the
perovskites can be applied to almost any surface, in-
cluding plastics and paper, using tools like an inkjet
printer.

Globally, solar panel installations have skyrock-
eted, growing by 80% in 2023 compared to 2022,
according to Wood Mackenzie, a company spe-
cializing in data and analytics for the clean energy
transition. Solar was the fastest-growing source of
electricity in 2023 for the 19th consecutive year, ac-
cording to climate think tank Ember’s 2024 Global
Electricity Review.

!

A major driver of this boom is the falling cost of
solar, which has now become cheaper to produce
than any other form of energy, including fossil fu-
els. Another important factor fueling solar’s rise is
its growing efficiency in converting the sun’s energy.

But ground-based solar farms take up a lot of
land, and they are often at the heart of conflict be-
tween the agricultural industry and the governments
and companies behind the renewable installations.

Oxford’s researchers say their technology could
offer a solution to that problem, while driving down
energy costs. But Wang noted that the research group
is not advocating for the end of solar farms.

“T wouldn't say we want to eliminate solar farms
because obviously we need lots of areas or surfaces
to generate sufficient amount of solar energy,” he
told CNN.

A persistent problem with perovskites, however,
is stability, which has prevented its developers from
commercializing the technology. Some coatings in
lab settings have dissolved or broken down over shirt
periods of time, so are regarded as less durable than
today’s solar panels. Scientists are working toward
improving its lifespan.

Henry Snaith, the Oxford team’s lead researcher,
said their work has strong commercial potential and
could be used in industries like construction and car

manufacturing.

“The latest innovations in solar materials and
techniques demonstrated in our labs could become
a platform for a new industry, manufacturing mate-
nals to generate solar energy more sustainably and
cheaply by using existing buildings, vehicles, and ob-
jects,” he said.

Snaith is also the head of Oxford PV, a compa-
ny spun out of Oxford University Physics, who has
recently started large-scale manufacturing of per-
ovskite solar panels at its factory in Germany.-The
Kara Fox is reporter at CNN.
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Chinese startups are engaged in developing video games
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' Chinese startups
» becoming world top
producers of video

to meet the international market and become the number
one country.Anewvideo game title launched by a Tencent-
backed Opens New Tab startup has quickly become the
most-played game on a major online platform, highlighting
the growing interest in Chinese-developed titles

Playing video games is a very popular activity for
people of all ages. Video gaming is a huge industry
that makes a lot of profit and brings in more money
than movies and DVDs. The median female popula-
tion spends the maximum time playing video games.
On the contrary, men spend more than half a day,
sometimes the whole day, playing video games. Of-
ten, teenagers spend more time playing video games
than adults. Video games have become realistic and
addictive for young people.

Some video games need internet connections
that can allow kids and adults to play games and
have discussions while playing with unknown peers
and people. Video games were invented for enter-
tainment purposes, but today, most kids get easily
addicted to them.

Roughly 97% of youngsters are busy with games,
and 85% prefer playing violent games. Additionally,
the amount of time spent playing video games was
associated with lower academic grades in college.
The video game industry has had almost $152 billion
in past years worldwide.

To watch the scenario, some Chinese startups
are engaged in developing video games to meet
the international market and become the number
one country. A new video game title launched by a
Tencent-backed Opens New Tab startup has quick-
ly become the most-played game on a major online
platform, highlighting the growing interest in Chi-
nese-developed titles.

Black Myth: Wukong - Game Science’s action
RPG rooted in Chinese mythology - has had an
impressive debut on Steam, surpassing record con-
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current player numbers for the likes of Elden Ring,
Hogwarts Legacy, Cyberpunk 2077 and Dota 2. In
just a few short hours, it has already become the
most-played single-player title of all time on Steam.

Game Science, the developer behind “Black
Myth: Wukong,” was founded in 2014 by former
Tencent employee Feng Ji. The company has se-
cured backing from several investors, including Chi-
nese tech giant Tencent and mobile game publisher
Hero Entertainment.

Some video games need inter-
net connections that can allow
kids and adults to play games
and have discussions while
playing with unknown peers
and people. Video games were
invented for entertainment pur-
poses, but today, most kids get
easily addicted to them

First teased in 2020, the game has attracted
global attention as a high-budget title from China.
Pre-orders opened on June 8, with the game topping
Steam’s China sales chart for the week of August
6-13.

The launch also made waves domestically, with
“Black Myth: Wukong” trending on social media.
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The hashtag ranked second on Weibo, China’s popu-
lar microblogging platform, accumulating 1.7 billion
views.

Black Myth: Wukong tried to forbid influential
overseas streamers from discussing “feminist propa-
ganda,” COVID-19 and China’s video game indus-
try policies.

Black Myth: Wukong is one of the most highly
anticipated Chinese video games ever, a premium
title with a blockbuster-worthy budget that under-
scores the country’s push to become a global cultural
power.

But ahead of its debut, a company affiliated with
the game’s China-based developer rankled some in-
fluential overseas players with a list of topics to avoid
discussing while livestreaming the game.

The list of forbidden subjects laid out in a doc-
ument under “Don’ts” — politics, “feminist propa-
ganda,” COVID-19, China’s video game industry
policies and other content that “instigates negative
discourse” — offered a glimpse of the restrictions
that content creators face in China as well as the top-
ics deemed sensitive to Beijing.

“T have never seen anything that shameful in my
15 years doing this job. This is very clearly a docu-
ment which explains that we must censor ourselves,”
said Benoit Reinier, a prominent video game stream-
er on YouTube and a French journalist, in a You-
Tube video.

Game Science, the game’s developer, and Hero
Games, which is handling its marketing, did not re-
spond to an email seeking comment.

The game’s release is a landmark moment for
China’s gaming industry. It is considered China’s
first “AAA” title, a big-budget, global game with so-
phisticated gameplay and advanced graphics. Chi-
nese news media has reported it is one of the most
expensive games ever developed there, with a budget
exceeding $50 million.

‘Within hours of its release, more than 1.5 million
people were playing it on Steam, making it the No. 1
game on the online platform.

Black Myth: Wukong is based on a classic
16th-century Chinese novel called “Journey to the
‘West.” The game’s protagomnist is inspired by Sun
Wukong, also known as the Monkey King, who
fights opponents with a staff Game Science also
has the backing of Tencent Holdings, one of China’s
biggest technology conglomerates and its top video
game publisher, which holds a 5 percent stake in the
developer.

China’s video game industry is dominated by ti-
tles played on smartphones, not big-budget consoles
or PC games that are released globally. Black Myth:
‘Wukong is initially being released on Sony’s PlaySta-
tion 5 and personal computers.

The industry has been in turmoil in China over
the last several years. The government has sought
to rein it in over concerns that children could grow
addicted and be corrupted by games. Beijing intro-
duced rules prohibiting young people from playing
games online on school days and imposing time lim-
its on games on weekends and holidays.

But the game’s debut has been met by a swell of
national pride, with the game becoming a top trend-
ing topic on Weibo, China’s version of X. One Chi-
nese media outlet noted in a Weibo hashtag that the
game’s default language is Chinese and added: “It
feels so good.”

The global interest in the game also highlighted
China's push to exercise its “soft power.” The novel
that it is based on is considered one of China’s four
great classics. The game also depicts important cul-
tural landmarks throughout China.

“The success of Black Myth: Wukong is not only
a victory for the gaming industry, but also an import-
ant milestone in the overseas expansion of Chinese
culture,” Yangcheng Evening News, a state-owned
newspaper, wrote in an article.

The Department of Culture and Tourism in
Shanxi Province released a video highlighting land-
marks in northern China featured in the game. In
another sign of its close ties to the state, the game’s
publisher is Zhejiang Publishing & Media, a com-
pany majority-owned by the Zhejiang provincial

government.
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' Experts believe
» Mpox will not lead
to a lockdown like

COVID-I9

However, a new subtype of clade I Mpox called clade
Ib emerged in the DRC in 2023. The new strain, which
appears to transmit through sexual networks, has spread
rapidly in the DRC and is now being detected in other
countries, the WHO said

pox is now considered a global health

emergency as cases surge in Central

Africa and a new subtype of the vi-

rus, which causes severe illness and
spreads to multiple countries, has prompted concerns
about lockdowns over the virus formerly known as
monkeypox in the US.

Mpox is a highly contagious viral disease, which
can cause flu-like symptoms and painful skin lesions.
It’s caused by the Mpox virus, which spreads through
close contact.

In response to a growing outbreak in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and neighbouring
countries in Africa, the World Health Organization
on August 14 declared Mpox a public health emer-
gency of international concern (PHEIC), WHO's
highest level of alarm.

This is the second time WHO has declared Mpox
a PHEIC in two years. The first was in response to
a multi-country outbreak in 2022, which sickened
nearly 100,000 people, including 32,000 in the US,
as per the US Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

Although the risk of the current Mpox outbreak
spreading to people in the US remains very low, ex-
perts say, the resurgence of Mpox in multiple coun-
tries in Africa has raised alarm among scientists. No
cases of the new subtype have been reported in the
USA.

Here’s what to know about Mpox, where it’s
spreading, who is at risk, and symptoms to watch for.

What is Mpox?

Mpox is caused by the mpox virus, which is in
the same family as the virus that causes smallpox,
according to the CDC.

The virus is split into two clades, I and II. Clade
I generally causes more severe disease and deaths,
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with past outbreaks killing up to 10% of those infect-
ed, according to the CDC. Clade I mpox is endemic,
or regularly found, in Central Africa.

Clade II, which caused the multi-country out-
break in 2022, tends to be the milder form, Dr. Onye-
ma Ogbuagu, an infectious diseases specialist at Yale
Medicine, tells TODAY.com.

Clade II is generally more transmissible, but
rarely life-threatening. Over 99% of people infected
with clade IT Mpox survive, as per the CDC. Clade IT
Mpox 1s endemic in West Afiica.

However, a new subtype of clade I Mpox called
clade Ib emerged in the DRC in 2023. The new
strain, which appears to transmit through sexual
networks, has spread rapidly in the DRC and 1s now
being detected in other countries, the WHO said.

Why did the WHO declare Mpox a global
health emergency?

The Mpox outbreak in DRC has already spread
to at least 12 other countries in the African region,
the Africa Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion said in a release.

In the past month, more than 100 cases of the
newer clade Ib Mpox were detected in four countries
neighbouring the DRC, which have never report-
ed Mpox before — Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda and
Uganda — officials said. Shortly before the WHO
declaration, the African CDC declared Mpox a pub-
lic health emergency for the continent on August 13.

On August 14, an expert committee advised
WHO to consider the upsurge in Mpox a global
health emergency, with the potential to spread fur-
ther across Africa and potentially outside the conti-
nent. WHO called the emergence of clade Ib Mpox
and its rapid spread to new countries “especially con-
cerning,” and a “main reason” the agency declared
mpox a PHEIC.
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“It's clear that a coordinated international re-
sponse is needed to stop these outbreaks and save
lives,” WHO Chief Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus said in the declaration.

‘Where is Mpox spreading?

At this time, Mpox outbreaks have been report-
ed in 13 countries in Africa. The epicentre is in the
DRC, Ogbuagu notes.

Clade I Mpox has been reported in the DRC for
over a decade. Last year, cases surged — the current
Mpox outbreak is more widespread than any other
outbreak in the DRC, according to the CDC.

The mumber of Mpox cases reported in DRC
so far in 2024 already exceeds last year’s total, Dr.
Daniel Kuritzkes, chief of the division of infectious
diseases at Brigham and Women's Hospital and pro-
fessor of medicine at Harvard Medical School, tells
TODAY.com.

One day after the WHO declaration, Swedish of-
ficials confirmed the first case of clade I Mpox ever
reported outside Africa. The Mpox patient in Swe-
den became infected while travelling in Africa where
the outbreak was occurring, officials said in a state-
ment on August 15.

On August 16, the European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control increased the risk level of
clade I Mpox for the population of Europe from
((vel.y Iow” tD “10“?.”

“Due to the close links between Europe and Af-
rica, we must be prepared for more imported clade I
cases,” the agency’s director, Dr. Pamela Rendi-Wag-
ner, said in a statement.

On August 19, the Philippines reported a new
case of clade IT Mpox, Reuters reported. Last week,
The Philippines confirmed two additional Mpox cas-
es, also clade II, health officials told Reuters.

On August 22, Thailand reported its first case of
clade Ib Mpox, CNBC reported. The government
plans to increase its screening measures at airports
with international flights arriving. Anyone with
Mpox symptoms will be put in quarantine.

One case of clade II Mpox was also recently de-
tected in Pakistan, the country’s health ministry told
Reuters.

However, there are likely more cases, experts say.

“What we're seeing is just tip of the iceberg, so
it would not be surprising to see more cases outside
of DRC and globally. ... An infection anywhere is
potentially an infection everywhere,” Anne Rimom,
Ph.D., professor of epidemiology at the University
of California, L.os Angeles, Fielding School of Pub-
lic Health, said.

In response to a growing
outbreak in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) and
neighbouring countries in
Afriea, the World Health
Organization on August 14
declared Monkeypox (Mpox)
a public health emergency of
international concern (PHEIC),
WHO's highest level of alarm

“Whether or not we'll see widespread cases is re-
ally to be determined,” Rimoin adds.

Is there Mpox in the USA?

Clade II mpox, which caused the 2022 epidemic,
is still circulating in the US at low levels, the experts
note. “It’s down to single digits or maybe a dozen
cases a month,” says Kuritzkes.

There are no known cases of Mpox clade I or Ib
in the US at this time. “The risk to the general public
in the United States from clade I Mpox circulating in
the DRC is very low;” the US Department of Health
and Human Services said in a news release on Au-
gust 14. Experts agree that it is possible for a person
to become infected with clade I Mpox in a country
where it's spreading and travel back to the US, the
chances of this happening are slim.
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vivo Y238: Your all-day companion

he recently launched vivo Y28 has recent-

ly caught a lot of attention in the Pakistani

smartphone market with its unique style

and cutting-edge technology. After spend-
ing some time with the device, it’s clear that this
phone is designed to impress both in looks and per-
formance.

One of the standout features of the vivo Y28 is
its massive 6000mAhbattery. In our tests, this super
battery easily lasted through a full day of heavy us-
age, including streaming, gaming, and constant so-
cial media browsing. With load-shedding and power
outages being a reality for many in Pakistan, the vivo
Y28’s massive 6000mAh battery ensures you stay
connected all day long.

Complementing the large battery is the
44WFlashCharge technology. During our review,
this rapid charging capability proved invaluable,
especially during those moments when you need a
quick power boost before heading out. vivo also takes
it a step further, promising a 4-Year Battery Health.
Engineered for sustained excellence, Y28 guarantees
48-Month Smooth Experience, thanks to its robust
architecture and optimized software integration

The vivo Y28 comes with 8GB + 8GB Extend-
ed RAM, making multitasking a breeze. Wheth-
er switching between demanding apps or playing
graphics-intensive games, the device handled every-
thing without any lag. The extended RAM feature is
particularly impressive, as it ensures that the phone
remains smooth and responsive even with multiple
applications running in the background.

Another feature that sets the Y28 apart is its
Sunlight Eye Protection Screen. The display offers

vibrant colors and sharp details, making media con-
sumption a delight. More importantly, the screen is
designed to reduce eye strain, even under direct sun-
light. Our tests confirmed that the display remained
comfortably readable outdoors, which is a significant
advantage for users who spend a lot of time outside.

The vivo Y28 is not just about performance; it
also boasts a sleek design. Available in stunning col-
or options like GleamingOrange and AgateGreen,
the phone is sure to turn heads. The Metallic High-
Gloss Frame adds a premium feel, while its slim

with power, style, and performance

profile of just 7.99mm makes it comfortable to hold
and use.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the vivo Y28 is a remarkable de-
vice that combines powerful features with a stylish
design. Its 6000mAh battery, 44WFlashCharge,

8GB + 8GB Extended RAM, and Sunlight Eye
Protection Screen make it a top contender in the
mid-range smartphone market. Whether you'’re a
heavy user or someone who values a sleek design,
the Y28 is a smartphone that delivers on all fronts.

What makes the vivo Y28 so cool?
ITrendy design and a powerful

6000mAh battery

n an ocean of smartphones, the vivo Y28

stands out, proudly flaunting its “Y So Cool”

vibe. This phone is designed to grab attention

and offers a blend of style and substance that
resonates with those who demand more than just a
basic device.

Performance Beyond the Surface

The vivo Y28 isn't just about looks; it delivers
high performance, powered by a massive 6000mAh-
battery paired with 44W FlashCharge technology.
This combination ensures a swift charging experi-
ence, drastically reducing the time spent tethered
to a charger. With 8GB + 8GB Extended RAM
and 128GB of storage, the Y28 supports quick app
launches and smooth transitions between demand-
ing tasks. This phone is ready to keep up with a
busy digital lifestyle, offering ample space for all
your favorite apps, photos, and videos.

Beyond its aesthetic appeal, the Y28 is engi-
neered for durability with an IP64 rating, protect-
ing it from dust and splashes. Its 4-Year Battery
Health promises long-lasting performance, thanks
to robust architecture and optimized software. This
ensures the Y28 remains a reliable companion
through countless adventures.

A Feast for the Eyes

The vivo Y28 comes in stunning color options,
including the vibrant GleamingOrange and the so-
phisticated AgateGreen. The GleamingOrange edi-
tion features Flowing Glitter Particle technology,

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

creating a shimmering effect, while the AgateGreen
edition uses a unique Glitter AG Technique for a
subtle sparkle. The phone’s Metallic High-Gloss
Frame adds a premium touch, all while maintain-
ing aultra slimprofile of just 7.99 mm, a remarkable
feat given its large battery.

Entertainment Unleashed

As an entertainment powerhouse, the Y28 offers
a 90Hzrefreshrate display for smooth scrolling and

R

immersive visuals. It also features TUV Rheinland
Low Blue Light Certification, reducing eye strain
during extended use. Dual stereo speakers and a
300% audio booster enhance the audio experience,

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

making music, movies, and games sound richer and
clearer. Capturing Memories, Making Statements

Equipped with a 5S0MPHDMainCamera, the
vivo Y28 captures high-quality photos and videos.
The 8MPFrontCamera, featuring an Aura Screen
Light, ensures well-lit selfies in any lighting condi-
ton.

The vivo Y28 aims to be more than just another
smartphone; it seeks to reflect your unique style and

i

personality. With its eye-catching design, robust
performance, and impressive features, the vivo Y28
sets a new standard for coolness in the smartphone
wortld.
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Islamabad: Pakistan's
leading digital microfinance
bank, Mobilink Bank, has
joined forces with CARE Pak-
istan to unlock the potential
of 50,000 women through the
Strive Women program,

Under this partnership,
Mobilink Bank and CARE
Pakistan will invest in their fi-
nancial literacy and skills de-
velopment, paving the way for
a more equitable and prosper-
ous society, Over the next
three years, both organiza-
tions will offer 30,000 women
the financial resources they
need to establish or expand
their businesses.

Mobilink Bank is part of
the VEON group, a global
digital operator that provides
converged connectivity and
digital services to nearly 160
million customers in six dy-
namic markets that are home
to 7% of the world’s popula-
tion.

Under this collaborative
effort, Mobilink Bank and
CARE Pakistan will provide a

Business News Magazine

to empower 50,000 women

range of support services, in-
cluding affordable loans, fi-
nancial literacy training and
mentorship opportunities. By
addressing the unique chal-
lenges faced by women in

fast in its commitment to em-
powering women and foster-
ing financial inclusion,”
shared Haaris Mahmood
Chaudhary, Interim CEO
Mobilink Bank. “QOur

partnership with CARE Pak-
istan is a strategic alliance
that combines our expertise in
microfinance with their com-
mitment to women empower-

= JIRIF
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business, both organizations
aim to significantly increase
women's participation in the
workforce, contributing to a
more inclusive and equitable

economy.
“Mobilink Bank is stead-
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ment. Together, we are
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Women Inspirational Net-
work (WIN) program has
been instrumental in equip-
ping 15,000 women with the
knowledge and skills neces-
sary to build and expand their
businesses effectively, Our

STRIVE WOMEN |
HER BUSINESS,

amplifying our impact and
are dedicated to reaching
even more marginalized
women, helping them to
thrive financially and become
catalysts for change in their
communities.”
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Mobilink Bank and CARE Pakistan join forces

Adil Sheraz, Country Di-
rector, CARE Pakistan, said;
“We are excited to partner
with Mobilink Bank to en-
hance the empowerment and
financial  well-being  of
women entrepreneurs in Pak-
istan. The Strive Women pro-
gram exemplifies our
dedication to fostering a ro-
bust support system for
women-led businesses. Rec-
ognizing women entrepre-
neurs’ pivotal role in driving
economic growth, we are
committed to addressing their
unique challenges to unlock
their full potential and en-
hance our economy. By join-
ing forces with Mobilink
Bank and the Mastercard
Center for Inclusive Growth,
we reaffirm our commitment
to creating meaningful oppor-
tunities for women to succeed
in business. Together with our
partners, we aim to create an
environment where women
entrepreneurs can thrive, in-
novate, and contribute signif-
icantly to society.”s

Digital telco ONIC sets a new standard in telecom sector

Islamabad: ONIC, a pio-
neering digital telco brand
launched just a year ago, has
remarkably impacted Pak-
istan’s telecom industry. It
started as a bold vision, which
has become a thriving reality
through transforming how peo-
ple connect and setting new
standards for the future. Since
its inception, ONIC has experi-
enced remarkable growth in
digital-first subscribers, solidify-
ing its unique position in a his-
torically traditional telco
market. This surge in sub-
scribers highlights the brand’s
strong appeal and the effective-
ness of its segmented ap-
proach, inspiring competitors
to follow suit.

ONIC is about more than
connectivity; it's about conven-
ience and innovation. With a
fully digital onboarding process
and advanced online payment
options like a pinless wallet

journey and auto-renewal fea-
tures, ONIC is redefining seam-
less customer experience. This

e
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commitment has earned the
company notable accolades, in-
cluding Best Mobile App and
Digital Ambassador of the Year
at the Pakistan Digital Awards,

ONIC's unique branding
activities, such as a prominent
feature on Times Square during

the Cricket World Cup 2024,
and its trendsetting partnerships
with brands like Careem, food-
panda, and Golootlo, have fur-
ther cemented its role as a

leader in the industry with ex-
clusive deals for its users, show-
casing ONIC’s dedication to

creating value.

“ONIC’s rapid growth and
market success within its first
year is a testament to our com-
mitment to digital innovation

and customer-centric solu-
tions,” said Hatem Bamatraf,
President and Group CEO of
PTCL & Ufone 4G. He further
added, “We are proud of
ONIC'’s achievements and look
forward to continuing our jour-
ney of transforming Pakistan’s
telecommunications land-
scape.”

“ONIC’s success reflects
our dedication to delivering un-
paralleled digital experiences to
our customers,” said Omer Bin
Tarig, Country Head of Pak-
istan, ONIC. He further stated,
“We are excited about the fu-
ture and remain committed to
pushing the boundaries of digi-
tal innovation in Pakistan. I
want to extend my heartfelt
gratitude to our dedicated team,
whose hard work and commit-
ment over the past year have
been instrumental in building
ONIC into the success it is
today."=m

Huawei launches “Train The Trainer” for 300,000

Islamabad: Huawei marks a
significant milestone in Pak-
istan’s journey towards digital
excellence with the Huawei
Train The Trainer (TTT) cer-
tificate distribution ceremony.
Under the dynamic leadership
of PM Shehbaz Sharif, Huawei
has designed an extensive train-
ing program to empower
300,000 students across the na-
tion. This initiative is a crucial
part of Pakistan's broader digi-

tal transformation efforts, aim-
ing to elevate ICT education

and skills nationwide.
The TTT program, a col-

laborative endeavor between
Huawei and various ICT acad-
emies across Pakistan, is de-
signed to address the growing
need for advanced ICT skills,
By focusing on training trainers
who will then educate students,
the program creates a multi-
plier effect that significantly en-
hances the quality of ICT
education. This approach en-
sures that trainers are equipped
with the latest knowledge and

students

skills in ICT technologies,
which they will pass on to stu-
dents, thus directly impacting
the next generation of IT pro-
fessionals. The program’s struc-
ture is meticulously designed to
ensure that trainers are well-
prepared to deliver high-quality
education. This initiative aligns
perfectly with the government’s
vision of improving ICT edu-
cation and fostering digital
skills among students. m
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Ufone 4G offers Samsung smartphones at great
prices to enhance digital lifestyle

Islamabad: Ufone 4G, a
leading telecommunications
provider in Pakistan, has forged
a strategic partnership with
Samsung, a South Korean tech-
nology giant, to offer smart-
phones to customers at
competitive prices via Ufone
4G’s new sales platform,

This collaboration aims to
create a comprehensive solu-
tion by developing a dedicated
webpage by Ufone 4G, where
customers can conveniently ac-
cess smartphones, voice and
data bundles, and other Ufone
services. By leveraging this part-
nership, Ufone 4G subscribers
will gain enhanced accessibility
to top-quality devices, fostering
an improved digital lifestyle ex-
perience.

Notably, Ufone 4G sub-
scribers can now conveniently
avail doorstep delivery of their
preferred mobile devices, fur-
ther enhancing customer con-
venience. The favorite Samsung
devices can be explored on the

Ufone 4G website.

Samsung, a prominent tech-
nology brand renowned for its
cutting-edge and reliable smart-

(-
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phones, synergizes with Ufone
4G’s expeditious data speeds
and sophisticated digital serv-

ices. This strategic partnership
aims to elevate the digital expe-
rience of Ufone 4G customers
by enhancing accessibility and

not only facilitates the digital
transformation of users but
also reinforces Ufone 4G's un-
wavering commitment to fos-

K

providing exclusive benefits.
The strategic alliance be-
tween Ufone 4G and Samsung

tering mnnovation and
enhancing connectivity na-
tionwide.m

Telenor Pakistan bolsters network to improve lives
and livelihoods in Gilgit Baltistan

Islamabad: Telenor Pak-
istan proudly announces the
launch of its state-of-the-art 4G
internet services in Hunza
along with upgradation and ex-
pansion of its network in Gilgit
and Skardu, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in the region’s
digital transformation. This
move is set to enhance connec-
tivity, stimulate local tourism,
and drive the growth of e-com-
merce in Hunza and the
broader Gilgit-Baltistan region,
including Skardu.

To celebrate this significant
milestone, Telenor Pakistan
hosted a panel discussion titled
*“Unleashing the Power of Con-
nectivity: Transforming the
Northern Areas of Pakistan
into a Digital Hub.” The event
delved into various crucial top-

ics, including education, e-com-
merce, tourism, and skill devel-
opment. The distinguished
speaker line-up featured Rohma

Wahab, Chief Business Officer
at Bookme.pk. Additionally,
Naeem, Co-founder of uCon-
nect, shared a success story

Labeeb, Country Director at
Accelerate Prosperity; Ahsan
Maykan, VP Consumer Mar-
keting & Digital Products at Te-
lenor Pakistan; and Abdul

from Gilgit Baltistan, highlight-
ing how the tech startup has
created over 100 jobs in the re-
gion while developing skills for
the youth through their skill de-

velopment program.

Khurrum Ashfaque, Chief
Executive Officer, Telenor Pak-
istan, emphasized the impor-
tance of this initiative and said,
“In this increasingly digital
world, where connectivity is a
critical driver of growth and de-
velopment, Telenor Pakistan is
thrilled to bring the benefits of
4G internet to the people of
Gilgit Baltistan. Given the geo-
graphic nature of region, it is
very difficult to maintain high
quality services, but we have
taken on this technological
challenge as a testament to our
commitment to connect and
empower communities where
connectivity matters the most.
We look forward to supporting
the region’s digital journey and
socioeconomic development.n

Proparco, Karandaaz, Parwaaz financial services collabo-
rate to support small business finance

Islamabad: Proparco,
Karandaaz Pakistan and Par-
waaz Financial Services Lim-
ited (PFSL) have entered into a
landmark partnership to sup-
port small business finance in
Pakistan.

This is the first credit risk
guarantee offered by Proparco
in Pakistan. This collaboration
aims to increase access to fi-
nance for women-led busi-
nesses and green technologies
under the Karandaaz's Women
Ventures and GreenFin Inno-
vations portfolios. Karandaaz,
through these programmes, has

allocated over Rsl.2 billion in
concessional finance to about

growing businesses under these
programmes,

90 small and medium enter-
prises. The partnership with
AFD and Proparco will facili-
tate in further expanding access
to credit available to small

The partnership with
Proparco, the private sector fi-
nancing arm of the Agence
Francaise de Développement
(AFD) Group, features a sub-

stantial risk guarantee to Karan-
daaz Pakistan. This collabora-
tion will introduce an ARIZ
TPE 209 portfolio guarantee
with Karandaaz Pakistan, cov-
ering a part of the final loss on
loans extended to MSMEs and
enabling Karandaaz to imple-
ment its business expansion
strategy in rural areas, with
women entrepreneurs and cli-
mate projects. This guarantee
mechanism, backed by the
French government, will play a
pivotal role in addressing the
significant financing gaps faced
by MSMEs in Pakistan.m
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Starlink agrees to
block X in Brazil

Washington: Starlink, the
satellite-internet service con-
trolled by Elon Musk said it
would comply with Brazilian
government orders to block
Mr. Musk’s social network X
in the country.

The move was the first sign
of any backing down by Mr.
Musk in Brazil since he began
battling with the authorities
there last month. X has been
blacked out across the nation
of 200 million since Saturday
because of a dispute between
Mr. Musk and Brazil's
Supreme Court over what can
be said online.n

Why is the Facebook
app logo black?

New York: Over the last
couple of days, Facebook users
have noticed something pecu-
liar about the app on their
phone. Some users who have
their phones on dark mode
chimed in with pictures of
their app having a white back-
ground with the blue "f."

"The colour has become
weird with the latest version,
T've deleted and reinstalled it
twice. Still hasn’t fixed issue.
Any suggestions?" asked the ini-
tial post m the 108§
subreddit.m

Saudi Pro League
partners with TikTok
to elevate the digital

fan experience

Riyadh: The Saudi Pro
League (SPL) is proud to an-
nounce TikTok as its ‘Digital
Partner’ for the 2024-25 sea-
son. TikTok is the leading des-
tination for short-form mobile
video and with this partner-
ship, aims to create an unpar-
alleled digital experience for
football fans across the region
and beyond.

In this official partnership,
TikTok will introduce a dedi-
cated SPL Exclusive Hub, a
central space where fans can
access content from the
league's clubs and partners.
This hub offers an immersive
experience, bringing fans
closer to their favourite teams
and players in innovative and
interactive ways. This collabo-
ration sets new standards for
sports entertainment by lever-
aging TikTok's creative com-
munity and dynamic platform
to bring the SPL closer to its
expanding fanbase.m
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Big screen magic with TECNO’s ultra-thin PHANTOM
ULTIMATE 2 tri-fold

Lahore: TECNO has intro-
duced its latest innovation, the
PHANTOM ULTIMATE 2, a
groundbreaking ultra-thin tri-
fold smartphone that offers a
unique large-screen experience
while remaining pocket-friendly:.
The PHANTOM ULTIMATE
2 is the slimmest among all ex-
isting tri-fold devices when
folded, with a sleek profile of
just 11mm. When unfolded, it
boasts a stunning 10-inch dis-
play, featuring TDDI technol-
ogy for the first time in a
foldable device.

This cutting-edge device pro-
vides a glimpse into the future of
foldable smartphones, promising
a more immersive and conven-
ient user experience. TECNO
has addressed key challenges
such as hinge durability, camera
performance, and software opti-
mization, setting a new standard
in foldable innovation.

The tri-fold screen design of
the PHANTOM ULTIMATE
2 transforms it from a standard
smartphone into a tablet-like

isting bi-fold models in thick-
ness. Noteworthy features in-
clude the industry thinnest
battery cover at just 0.25mm

large-screen device without
adding excessive thickness. The
advanced hinge technology al-
lows the device to maintain a
slim profile, even surpassing ex-

made from Titan Advanced
Fiber for strength and reduced
thickness. The streamlined cam-
era design enhances the de-
vice's thinness and balance,

improving the overall user expe-
rience. The PHANTOM ULTI-
MATE 2 offers flexibility with its
tri-fold design, transitioning from
a6.48" candy bar phone to a 10”
tablet with a 4:3 ratio. The device
features OLED Touch and Dis-
play Driver Integration (TDDI)
and a 3K LTPO screen for sharp
visual clarity. The hinge design
of the PHANTOM ULTI-
MATE 2 is engineered for dura-
bility, withstanding over 300,000
folds for long-lasting perform-
ance, The hinge ensures a flat
screen, with minimal crease vis-
ibility enhancing the viewing ex-
perience. The device's tri-fold
design and screen hovering capa-
bilities enable various usage sce-
narios, such as laptop-style
display, tent mode for AT trans-
lation, and multi-window mode
for multitasking. The software
and UI are optimized for the tri-
fold design, offering dynamic

wallpapers and adaptive icons
for a seamless user experience.

The PHANTOM ULTI-
MATE 2 is the latest innovation
from TECNO"'s premium sub-
brand, PHANTOM, known for
delivering advanced technolo-
gies. Building on the success of
the PHANTOM Ultimate
rolling screen concept, the
PHANTOM ULTIMATE 2
sets new standards with its tri-
fold design, offering exciting
large-screen possibilities.
TECNO's commitment to pio-
neering technologies is evident
with the PHANTOM ULTI-
MATE 2, setting the stage for fu-
ture advancements in foldable
devices.

The upcoming release of the
PHANTOM V Fold2 5G and
PHANTOM V Flip2 5G further
solidifies TECNO's position as a
leader in revolutionizing the
user experience.s

IBA and Bank Alfalah partnered with Stan-
ford Life Design Lab to create a Design
Thinking Program

Karachi: Institute of
Business  Administration
(IBA), Karachi, and Bank
Alfalah, partnered to intro-
duce the Design Thinking
Program in Pakistan. In col-
laboration with Stanford
Life Design Lab, this inno-
vative initiative aims to
equip management profes-
sionals and senior executives
with the powerful tools and
mindset of Design Thinking,
The collaboration was offi-
cially launched at a curtain-

raiser event held at the flag-

ship Bank Alfalah Islamic
Branch in Sky Tower, at-
tended by key stakeholders

from both organizations.

Design thinking is a
methodology focused on un-
derstanding user needs, gen-
erating creative solutions,
and developing prototypes,
which has proven to be a cat-
alyst for innovation and
problem-solving. Organiza-
tions that embrace this
methodology often witness
significant improvements in
revenue, customer satisfac-
tion, and employee engage-
ment.=

Descon completes enVen project
at EFERT's plant

Lahore; Descon Engineer-
ing has successfully completed
the EnVen Project at the
ENGRO  Fertilizer
(EFERT) in Dharki.

Plant

In recognition of this ac-

complishment, senior manage-
ment from EFERT, including
Syed Shahzad Nabi (SVP Man-

ufacturing), Muhammad Majid
Latif (VP Technical), and
Muhammad Nauman (GM
Engineering Mechanical), vis-
ited Descon Headquarters.
They were warmly received by
Descon’s senior leadership,
which included Taimur Saeed
(CEQ), Yasir Siddique (CFO),
Muhammad Khawar Khan
(CRCO), Anwar Ul Haq (Pres-
ident Industrial Services Divi-
sion), Muhammad Kamran
Riaz (Head Finance), and
Shahzad Malik (Head Opera-
tions), along with other team
members.=

PUBG Mobile
announces ver-
sion 3.3 with

Urdu language

Karachi: In a groundbreak-
ing initiative, PUBG MOBILE
announced the latest version,
3.3, of the hit viral game, incor-
porating Urdu in the language
settings. The release is accom-
panied by collaboration with
the young Pakistani music
band AUR with ‘Jeet Ki
Awaz’, a first-of-its-kind music
video and in-game Urdu Voice
Pack.

PUBG MOBILE Urdu is
being unveiled to players as part
of PUBG MOBILE’s commit-
ment to bringing the game to a
wider audience in the language
of choice. PUBG MOBILE
Urdu will fuel momentum for a
much-needed push towards the
availability of content in the
National language to promote
mobile gaming in Pakistan.m

GSMA applauds Pakistan's advance-
ments in digital technology

Islamabad: Pakistan is
poised to unlock its economic
potential through accelerated
digital transformation, according
to a new report, “Realising Pak-

W

istan’s Aspiration to become a
Digital Nation,” launched by the
GSMA at its Digital Nation
Summit.

The report underscores the
country’s significant strides in
mobile connectivity and smart-
phone adoption while outlining

Digital Nation Summit

ISLAMABAD
I

a clear path to maximise these
gains for the benefit of its citi-
zens. However, achieving these
aspirations will require concrete

action and reforms.
&7 T

Julian Gorma
Hond of Asia Paci

The GSMA’s supporting re-
port revealed a substantial in-
crease in mobile broadband
coverage in Pakistan, with 81%
of the adult population now in
areas covered by 3G or 4G net-
works, up from just 15% in 2010.

Additionally, smartphone

ownership reached 63% by the
end of 2023. However, only 23%
of the population subscribes to
mobile internet services, under-
lining the scale of the challenge
to connect the unconnected.
Julian Gorman, Head of
APAC at the GSMA, said:
“Pakistan has the potential to re-
alise its aspiration to become a
Digital Nation. First it must
scale its connected population to
strengthen its basic digital econ-
omy enabler. Then by adopting
a whole of govt approach and
investing in the 5 key pillars of
infrastructure, innovation, data
governance, security, and people,
It can unlock its full digital po-
tential, improve lives of its citi-
zens, and drive sustainable
economic growth. GSMA is
committed to supporting the
country’s digital journey and
working in partnership to build
a connected, inclusive, and
prosperous future.”n

GPTA launches
OASIS for tele-
com licensing

Islamabad: The Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) announced the launch
of its Online Application Sub-
mission and Information Sys-
tem (OASIS), for Telecom
licensing.

According to a news re-
lease, OASIS is a cutting-edge
platform designed to stream-
line the licensing process for
telecom companies and appli-
cants, marking a significant ad-
vancement in enhancing the
ease of doing business in Pak-
istan. The OASIS platform
provides a comprehensive so-
lution, enabling applicants to
complete the entire application
process with ease and effi-
ciency.

This initiative is a testa-
ment to PTA's ongoing com-
mitment to modernizing the
telecom sector and improving
service delivery. m
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vivo V30e 5G

vivo V30 5G

Display 6.78"

Rear Camera 50+8MP

Battery 5500mAh

RAM & ROM
86825668

44W FlashCharge

Display 6.78"

Front Camera:50MP
il re Rear Camera:50+50MP

-

o RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB

Charging 80W Flash Charge

vivo Y28s vivo Y17s
Display 6.68" Display 6.56"

c ] Front Camera:8MP
amera Rear Camera:50+2MP

RAM & ROM
Memory 6GB+128GB

Charging 44W Fast Charge

vivo Y18

C: Front Camera:8MP
amera Rear Camera:50+2MP

sorn

RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB+128GB
6GB+128GB

Charging 15w

vivo Y100

Display 6.56"

Front Camera:8MP
amera Rear Camera:50+0.08MP

-

RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB+128GB

Charging 15w

Display 6.56"

Front Camera:8MP
Camera Rear Camera:50+2MP

-

RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB+128GB

6GB+128GB

Charging 15W
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Oppo A60
Rs. 54,999

Chipset: Qualcomm SmE225
Snapdragon 680 4G (6 nm)
, CPU: Octa-core (4x2.4 GHz
~ Kryo 265 Gold & 4x1.9 GHz Kryo 265 Silver)

6.56 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

nSHEIN
E |

FOVEOVd VY

Front: 8 MP, Main: Dual Camera
50 MP, £/1.8, (wide),
PDAF + 2 MP. f/2.4, (depth)

l
Builtin Sim W
Jacket

5000 mAh
(Li-Po non removable)

\[E1105137] RAMBROM  8GB + 256GB

Exclusive Distributor & Manufacturer

YOouUnc T=CH

45W Fast Charging

Oppo A17 —
I-Smar
N
1 160.8 x 78.1 X 7.7 mm
é’
OF
| ; 2.4"Inches
m o Display
] Front Camera 5MP Rare Jye—
% Camera 50MP+2MP {]]]]
2000 mAh
| y " . I"'. Battery
5000mAh I ' rc')‘i
. III'II f‘s.;:::r:a
e (] RAMBROM 4GB + 64GB ' "
ﬁ ] Wireless
3 g FM
> .
a E 10w Y Exelusive Distrihutor & Manifacturer
z % YOUNG T=CH
(] i
3
= % Fre) _
2 AS(&s @
m
(o]

o Xiaomi Store
Redmi Pad Pro Y
Fun made bigger

8GB+256GB

64+8GB*| 64+6GB*

{d-+4 Extondod BAM) {2+4 Extondad RAM)

Adorable « Affordable

Display Size 6.6" | Camera BMP + SMP | Battery S000mAh | Processer Octa-Core
ll'somm.-.‘, widal, Th dit &, 10 BLITS iy o pan BT 0

e Mistore Jil3
e b

_",-“-"‘;l'-. Pawered by
%, Xiaomi HyperOS
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Realme 12

Rs. 59,999
~
Chipset: Qualcomm Snapdragon 685
Prqicas.spr CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex
-A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)
Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: 16 MP, /2.4, 24mm (wide), MP, Main
(@ -110(=1-1| :Dual Camera 50 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide)
, 1/1.67", PDAF+ 2 MP, /2.4, (depth),
- 5000 mAh
Battery (Li-Po Non removable)
\(Taalelp'd  RAM8GB ROM 256 GB
¥
=4
P55
RRP, 32,999
Superpowered
Camera

SOMP

Super-clear Camera

The right kind of carnera
for any shot

‘8MP

Selfie Camera

Deeply know your beauty.

MATHCRERS BETEITOA

Realme 7 Pro
Rs. 49,999

Chipset: Qualcomm SM7125 Snapdragon
720G {8 nm), CPU: Octa-core (2% 2.3

Processor
: GHz Kryo 465 Gold + 6 % 1.8 GHz Kryo 465 Sitver)

Display 6.4 Inches Super AMOLED

Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 32 MP, Main: Quad Camera 64 MP
, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/1.72", PDAF + B MP,
ff2.3, 16mm (ultrawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP,
/2.4, {[macro) + 2 MP, §/2.4, (depth),

Camera

4500 mAh
(Li-Po Mon removable)

Battery

(U(=lglela’d  RAM &ROM 8GB +128GB

NOKIA

Nokia C21

All-day battery life'
2 years of security updates’
Big and bright display

Nokia C31

Enjoy the view with a dazzling
display and triple cameras

]

Triple-rear and selfie camearas
powered by Camnera from Google
(]

6.7" HD+ display

-

Comes with Android 12

&

Durable, reliable and efficient

a @ ® @ / ADVANCETELECOM @ www.advancetelecom.com.pk

Big, Bold &
Beautiful

24"LCD

Big Disploy

X Bluetooth
g Wireless FM

with Recording

#1 2000 Contacts
Dual SIM Siot
§ 1000mAh

Battery

«+ King Talker
&1 Digital Camera

#EnjoyBetterLife

D it bttt [ nbibiion s
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Dcode Cygnal 3 Pro
Rs:26,999

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G37,
CPU: 2.3 Ghz Octa Core

6.52 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 8 MP, Main:
13MP Triple Camera

5000 mAh
(Li-ion Non removable)

|/ 0a7] RAM 4GB ROM 128GB

Dcode Bold 3 Pro
Rs:42,999

Chipset: MediaTek Helio
G99, CPU: 2.3Ghz Octa Core

6.7 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP,
Main: 50 MP Triple Camera

5000 mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

RAM 8GB ROM 128GB

\

VGO TEL

New

24

6.528" HD+

Punch Hole Display

i 128GB + 4GB

up to 4GB Extended RAM

3 S50MP

Triple Al Rear Camera

5000mAh

Leng Lasting Battery

=)

YGO TEL

I Rs. 20,999

N3V

INnfinix

Octa-Core
Chipset

T 90HzZ FHD+

Super-Touch Display

" SOMP+32MP

Dual Al Camera Seifie Camera

T 1 SW Fast Charge

5000 MAH Long-Lasting Poser

T 200%

Supar Volume

16GB+256GB

Exranded RaAkM ROM

G'FIVE

TAVAILLABLE"Y"NOW
Fi A ! o

EATTERY  POWER DISPLAY  SMART
6000 SPEAKERS 2.8
B0 MUSIG

Mas INCHES | CAMERA

z
4
-
2
2
q
a
u
2
a
2
3
3
2

POCO Pad Kot

Big display. Bigger plays.
8GB+256GB

| 12.1" 120Hz 2.5K Display
| Large 10,000mAh (typ) Battery
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2.8INCHES COMING

INNER QVGA SCREEN gg SOON
+1.44" SUB LCD SCREEN

QUAD

4SIM

SLOTS
BATTERY

mak

FPOWER

SPEAKERS

30 MUsIC

G'EIVE

SMART PHONE

Honor X9a
Rs. 129,999

Chipset: Qualcomm SME375 Snapdragon
695 5G (6 nm) , CPU: Octa-core (2x 2.2
GHz Kryo 550 Gold + 6 x 1.7 GHz Kryo 660 Siver)

6.67 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP, Main: Triple
Camera 64 MP, I/18, [wide),
PDAF + 5 MB, f2.2, (ultrawide)

HadnsS AN
S%Mv‘)’fova va3In

+2 MP, /2.4, (macro),

SMART

4500mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

XVINOdd 9l
aANOHd 319vano4d

Samsung Galaxy A24

INfinix
Rs. 72,999

Chipset: Mediatek MT8781
Helio G99 {(6nm) CPU: Octa-core
(2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-A76 +

6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

ov1IN

Front: 13 MP, Main: Triple Camera
50 MF, /1.8, (wide], PDAF, OIS
+ 5 MP, /2.2, (ultrawide),
1/5" + 2 MP, f/2.4, (macro)

%

*))
o
O
+

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable),

-y

@ B R B www.inovitelecom.com.pk %

syvH YNV 3NV

001 'St WOHAONLLHVLS

Samsung Galaxy A04 %
Rs. 31,499 ;
™ 2
C 3
Chipset: MediaTek Helio, CPU 2
S ipset: iaTek Helio, ;
Processor [ (4x23GHz +4 x 18 GHz)
6.5 Inches PLS LCD a
Capacitive Touchscreen | : n 8
E
Front: 5 MP, Back: Dual
Camera 50 MP, /1.8, )
(wide), AF + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth), ' H
5000mAh h g
(Li-Po Non removable) i
Effortless Power, Efficient Performance
20W wireless charge RAM 3GB
ROM 32GB
= B R wiww.inovitelecom.com.pk ﬁ P,

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK 1,2024 :,G




{OHA ONLLHVLS

:
5
:
:

ovd

00T SY,
ovd 394

Infinix Note 40
ot e
i Redmi 13C
Blina I+ Onl
_ Chipset: Mediatek Helio G99 = [ Il Ig ﬂ - EJ n:
=iiele -l p| Ultimate, CPU: Octa-core (2x2.2 Smooth 6.74” 90Hz Display [:I
GHz Cortex-A76 & 6x2.0 GHz Cortex-ASS)
f 50MP Al triple camera
'..f \""m = e ——
Display 6.78 Inches, AMOLED, Vi . N T Rs.31,999 |
: 120Hz, 1300 nits (peak) Free Back Cover
Front: 32 MP, , Main: Triple
(@ -l4alzie- | 108 MP f/19, (wide), 1/1.52", PDAF
- — 2 MP, f/2.4, 3rd unspecified camera
= 5000 mAh
Battery (non removable)
V5| RAMBGB ROM 256GB
J
i
Redmi Note 13
Every ShOt iconic Chipset: Mediatek MT6769H
= < : Helio GBS (12nm), CPU: Octa-core
- o c:l Rs.57,999 Processor (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A75
+6x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)
| | 120Hz AMOLED display ~ | 108MP triple camera
. . 6.78 Inches, IPS LCD,
Dlsplay 90Hz, 500 nits (peak)
Front: 32 MP, Main: Triple Camera 50 MP,
Camera /1.6, [wide), AF + 2 MP, f/2.4,
: {macro) + 0.08 MP, (auxiliary lens)
] 5000mAh
Battery (Non removable)
\([Es1s' RAM 8GB ROM 256GB
VGO TEL
NOTE= 2 3 NEW
Pakistan's Most Affordable 1 5
Gaming Smartphone
ot Processor AUETSEEY piE
TS R-. 30,500
MRS
64GB + 3GB
4GB Extendable RAM
6.517"HD+IPS
Drop Notch Display
13mMP
Rear Al Camera
5000mAh
Long Lasting Battery
S7SLTHDY (@ 2OME ... i) Heloces A
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO PLUS
PKR. 51,999/-

6.78" AMOLED 120Hz

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 108MP

16GB Ram+256GB ROM
(BLB+BGB Exrended)

33W, Super Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO SPARK GO 2024
PKR. 21,999/~

Display 6.6 90Hz
Front Camera: 8MP

Rear Camera: 13MP

8GB Ram+64GB ROM
(4GB+*4GB Exlended)

10W, Charge (Type-c)

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 (LOEWE)
PKR. 49999/~

678" AMOLED 120Hz

Front: 50MP
Rear: 50MP

8GB Ram+256GB ROM
(8GB+8GB extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G
PKR. 99,999/-

6.78" AMOLED 144Hz

tront: SUMP

. SOMP ([O15) Sony IMXa90
Reur' Sensor + S0MP UWs2MP

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB#*12GB extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

. 50MP Sony 1MX890 (OIS)
Rear: ' smsn uweise

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

Siciclicn  70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh

5000mAh 5000mAh
TECNO CAMON 30 PREMIER 5G TECNO CAMON 30
PKR. 158,999/- PKR. 57.999/-
678" AMOLED 144Hz m 678" AMOLED 120Hz
Front: 50MP Front: 50MP

m‘“" o Rear: 50MP

12GB Ram+256GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

) ey

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh
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6GB Ram + 128GB Rom
48 Megapixal Camera

VSOWISH

Y Exclusive Distributor & Maﬂfacturer 0060
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Import Data Smart Phones (Importer Wisa)

Importer Name Brand Jul-24
Qty Amt

FUTURE TECH APPLE 157 137,178
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE

MOBO MOBILE {PVT.} LIMITED APPLE

SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE
_LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) L

1YSHA ENTERPRISES

NAYYAR ENTERPRISES

YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED
VELOCITY TRADE ENTERPRISES
_GREEN ENTERPRISES
CORETECH

S.A.0 COMMUNICATION _
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE]) LIMITED
MOL PAKISTAN

USRA COMMUNICATION

PICK N SAVE
EUROTEL TRADING
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS
HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES
SICCOTEL TRADING

A5, TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED
PICK N SAVE

PREMIER CODE EFRIVATEI LIMITED
A.S. TELECOM [(PRIVATE] LIMITED
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES

ACTION MOBILE IMFIMNIE
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX
_ZENITH ENTERPRISE ___ _ . INFINIX _ ] I
CARLCARE SERVICE [PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 20 3256
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX
MOBICELL (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTROMNICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX

1 APFPLE _FAS 916,999
P

1,165 . 166,520

313 79,145

1,272 287,292

a i 274

TECNO PACK ELECTROMNICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTROMNICS [PRIVATE]) LIMITED
SICCOTEL TRADING
YOUNG TECH (PRIV, D
AG :

%ﬁ
53
&3
50

N HO ICAL COLLEGE FOUNDATION
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA
FORTLINE {PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA
ADVANCE TELECOM NOKIA
AGA KHAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL COLLEGE FOUNDATIGN
SICCOTEL TRADING

ICONIC STARS ELECTRONICS
EUROTEL TRADING
PICK M SAVE
55\ Q COMMUNICATION

ERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED oPPO__ (]
N

63,000 5,913,000

WAQAS TRADERS.
IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED
LNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED
EXERT TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED
ACTION MOBILE
SUNTON MOBILE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED
SICCOTEL TRADING
LOGISTICS PROFEL =
PICK N SAVE
ASIF ASOCIATE
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMI
GREEN ENTERPRISES
ROHDE & SCHWARZ PAKISTAN (PVT.) LI
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED
SAHAATRADERS
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED
MOBICELL (PRIVATE) LIMITED
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED
CITI TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED
_EUROTEL TRADING - — | SApASUNG H
YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED SD MOBILE
SICCOTEL TRADING — >y SHARP
ACTION MOBILE TECNO
AR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD TECNO
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED
MICROTEL TRADING
TRANSSMON TECHO ELECTROMIGS (PRIVATEISAISAITED
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED
CORETECH
SICCOTEL TRADING
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED

ov1IN

12,987,000

%
*))
o
O
+

20 10,002

165,595 i 28,603,165
200 o 135,000

ig 2,222
AL JADIE TECH? BV {PRIVATE) LINITED __MTVE : 35,508 J 4,015,968
LECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGO TEL a 110
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.} LIMITED VILLADON 10 a02
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.} LIMITED VILLAON
MICROTEL TRADING XiAaoni
A, LOGISTICS
EUR G
OORETICH
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED

syvH YNV 3NV

Cv] wOHd ONLLHVLS

L

- X1AOMI_ ]
'ELDML CUSTOMER CARE [PRIVATE) LIMITED Xxiaomi
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAGMI
OPTIMUS. XlAaomMi

677
2,060

*

ovd FOVHOVd

@ |

CHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED
MUNICATION [PVT.) LIMITED

71,885 ; 4,880,068

PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED ZEEKER
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED ZTE
APPLE
ALLCALL
Aquos

D CODE

DIGIT 4G
DOOGEE

ETEL

_HELLO MOBILE | .
HONOR

INFINIX

ITEL

KXD
_KOOBEE
ME MOBILE
MOTOROLA
NOKIA

NO NAME
OFPQ

Q MOBILE

- 2,552 . 1,587,139

20 3,256
4 274

63,000 5,913,000

g%
3

12,

SAMSUNG

165,815 28,748,167
5D MOBILE

2,222
015,968
02

Xiaomi
ZEEKER
ZTE
BT

4,882 ,B05

495,930 58,141,238
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Government of Pakistan
Ministry of Interior
IO

Islamabad, the 27" August, 2024
OFFICE ORDER

RE-DESIGNATION OF THE POST OF DEPUTY SECRETARY
(PE} AS DEPUTY SECRETARY (VISA)

With the approval of Competent Authority, the post of Deputy

uuuuuuuu

Secretary (PE) under Border Management Wing has been re-designated as
Deputy Secretary (Visa) under said Wing with immediate effect.
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Section Officer (Admn-1)

i) PS to the Minister for Interior, Mol, Islamabad.

il SPS to the Secretary Interior, Mol, Islamabad.

iiiy PS to Additional Secretary (Admn), Mol, |slamabad.
i) PS to Additianal Secretary (BMj, Mol [slamabad

v)  PS to Additional Secretary (IFS), Mol, Islamabad.
i) APS to Joint Secretary (Admn}, Mai, Islamabad.

vii) PA to Deputy Sectetary (Admn), Mol, Islamabad.
wiii) PA to Deputy Secretary (Visa). Mol, Islamabad

ix] All concerned.
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Government of Pakistan
Ministry of Interior
OO

No.F 4/3/2024-Admn-| Islamabad, the 27" August, 2024

OFFICE ORDER

With the approval of competent authority, Ms. Shireen Hina
Asghar, Section Officer (BS-18) is posted as Deputy Secretary (Visa) on current
charge basis with immediate effect for the period of three months or fill the

availability of regular incumbent of the post whichever is earlier.

Section Officer (Admin-I)
Distribution:-

(i) Director to Secretary Interior

(i) PS toSpecial Secretary, Mol

(i) PSs to AS (Admn/BM/IFS), Mol

(i¥) APSs to JS (Admn /FIA/ Security), Mol
(v) PAs to DS (Admn/FIA/ Securily), Mol
(vi) Officers concerned

(vii) Personal Files

(vili) Master File
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"This city of apathy, where

humanity has died,

Bare feet, broken dreams, this is
the scene here,

Intoxicated with power, all principles
forgotten,

The cries of the poor fall on deaf

ears.
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolocommtnlcaicr it

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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. Redmi Note 13

Every shot iconic

108MP triple camera |  120Hz AMOLED display

P vi:{el: ¥ Rs. 52,999)

Authorized Reseller



VIVO

Y100

Color Changing Design
80W FlashCharge
120 Hz AMOLED Display

* Advertising creati\l.-itq only. Pictures shown are for reference, actual product shall prevail.
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