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Lahorites
battle smog
menace

Pakistan is setting alarming records in air pollution, with Iahore
and surrounding regions in Punjab now among the most severely
affected by smog. This is not just a matter of concern but a full-scale
public health emergency that demands immediate and collaborative
action from both government and citizens. As smog levels worsen, so
too does the risk to the population's health, productivity, and long-
term well-being.

Fog and environmental degradation have become a permanent
feature of the city of Lahore which has a Metropolitan Corporation
mechanism to deal with this menace but badly failed for reasons
bevond the understanding of a layman.

Lahore held the top spot on a real-time list of the world's most
polluted cities after recording its highest-ever pollution reading of 1900
near the Pakistan-India border.

Recently, IQAir monitored Lahore pollutants over 1000 which
is far more than the internationally set dangerous level of 300,
which is recognised as a high-health environment. Blend with smog
how pernicious and threatening this phenomenon can become, is a
shuddersome fact. But the Lahorites are living in slow death conditions
and the authorities are satisfied, they are still breathing; so no need to
take the issue seriously just cosmetic measures are sufficient. However,
this sort of grave threat to human health and the apathy of the public
authorities over it is an unpardonable offence in any civilisedcountry,
whose laws and values our powerful ruling elite admires as ideal. But
ours never bothered to implement the same on its own people.

The Punjab government rather than tackle the menace of smog in
the provincial capital Lahore, it ordered all primary schools to close
for a week in response to soaring pollution levels, as the toxic smog
enveloping the City continned to pose severe health risks. A faint
crackdown is also in the factories burning tyres and the brick-kilns
besides on the smoke emitting vehicles. But the situation is unchanged.

An air pollution crisis has gripped Lahore, a city of 14 million
people, due to a combination of low-grade diesel emissions, smoke from
agricultural fires, and seasonal weather patterns that trap pollutants in
the air. Burning of crop waste and chaff is also a fog factor and for it, a
check is maintained on the local farmers while polluted air from across
the border remains a question.

Punjab Information Minister Azma Bokhari said that Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz will soon write a letter to the CM of Indian
Punjab to jointly battle the menace of smog.

In a country already reeling from mumerous climate-related
challenges, addressing air pollution should be a top priority. Unlike
more complex issues, managing air quality is achievable if there
is political will and public support. The measures currently being
implemented by the government, including vehicle emission controls,
restrictions on industrial pollutants, and crop-burning bans, are
necessary steps that may feel restrictive but are ultimately protective.
These actions, while disruptive to some, are essential if we are to save
thousands from preventable respiratory illnesses, chronic conditions,
and a lifetime of degraded health.
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Rising dengue cases and govt
inaction

I am wnting to express my inunediate concern about the
rising number of dengue cases and the pressing need for a
comprehensive fumigation to combat this public health threat.
Over the past few weeks, there has been a significant mcrease
mn dengue mfections in our area. This alamung trend has caused
widespread anxiety and concerns among residents, as dengue
fever can lead to severe health complications and in some
cases, be life-threatenung. The primary factor for dengue, the
Aedes mosquito, breeds in our environment, making 1t crucial
to implement effective control measures promptly.

However, despite the growing mumber of cases, there has
been no fumigation and anfi-mosque spray activity in our
locality, which indeed 1s worrisome showing how much the
government 1s concerned about public health I urge the local
health authorities to pay attention to this problem and priontise
dengue control measures, including immediate fumigation of
all affected and lugh-risk areas. Additionally, public awareness
campaigns should be intensified to educate residents on
preventive measures, such as draming out standing water
where mosquitoes breed and encouraging the use of mosquito
repellents.

Furthermore, it 15 essential to establish a more efficient
reporting and response system for dengue cases. Quick action
can prevent the situation from escalating and protect the health
and well-being of people.

Midhat Zehra, Karachi

Jubilee Town lacks basic amenities

Jubilee Town 1s one of the older LDA schemes but it faces
basic amenity 1ssues such as cleanliness, streetlights stray
dogs. heaps of garbage in plots, and many more. I want to draw
the attention of the high-ups of the concerned departments
including LDA, TWMC, LMC, and DCOs regarding the
dog-biting incidents m our locality that happened to almost
everyone m the area. A large number of stray dogs are
found roaming about in the streets of Jubilee Town Lahore,
especially in D Block and E Block, where shopkeepers dump
their waste 1n plots, causing problems for the residents and
attracting these amimals.

The high officials are urped to address these gemune i1ssues
and take immediate remedial measures. It 1s a nuisance that a
large number of stray dogs roam the roads, especially at night,
making life dangerous for passers-by as no street lights on
the main boulevard road and m the streets have aggravated
the situation. Besides, the constant yelling of the dogs 1s quite
disturbing to the mental peace of the residents. This situation
further scares the residents when the law and order situation 1s
already worrisome in the absence of street lights.

Iftikhar Shah Lahore

Al poses a threat to the creativity of
students

Artificial Intelligence (AI), hailed as a groundbreaking
technology, presents a significant threat to the cognitive
growth and creativity of students. By relying on AI for
cognitive tasks, students fall into a concerning dependency,
sacrificing theirinherent potential for the sake of convenience.

Write us at: flare.mag{@gmail.com

This reliance fosters intellectual passivity, hindering crifical
thinking and problem-solving abilities. The negative impact
of Al on students’ creative progress is varied: dimimshing
creative problem-solving skills, weakening analytical
thinking, dimimshing originality and innovation, and
fostering an overrehance on technology that hampers the
development of crucial skills and talents.

The repercussions are severe: Al-induced intellectual decline
that impairs students’ ability to tackle complex challenges.
If left unchecked, this threat will harm the minds of future
generations, leaving them incapable of independent thinking.
The future of intellectual discourse and mnovation is at
stake. It 15 imperative to take decisive action to prevent AL
from undermining the essence of education and becoming a
Trojan horse.

Farwa Rauf, Lahore

VPN nation

While the world 1s advancing with 5G technology, Pakistan
1s still grappling with 4G connectivity 1ssues. Since February
17, 2024, X (formerly Twitter) has been blocked, and in
recent weeks major platforms like Facebook, Instagram,
WhatsApp, and Snapchat have been accessible only via
VPN. Basic services, such as sending voice notes, have been
disrupted, reflecting a concerning digital setback.

The government which 1s focused on constitutional
amendments, has overlooked the serious impact of these
disruptions. The Pakistan Software House Association (P@
SHA) estimates a potential $300 million loss to the economy
due to internet blockages.

This i1ssue extends beyond financial loss as students and
educators are struggling to access learming resources.
Following the 26th Constitutional Amendment, the
government, alongside the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA), must act swiftly to restore reliable internet
access. Ongoing disruptions are stalling economic growth
and educational progress, and students can no longer bear
the burden of these setbacks.

Moin Ahmed Awan, Kandhkot

Electricity or amendment

The electricity problems in Pakistan have not improved
significantly over the past two months. Only a small percentage
of the 19,000 MW surplus electricity production IPP contracts
have been announced as closed while the majority—especially
those with zero production and low efficiency, which have
been extended multiple times—remam unresolved.

Forced or fake load-shedding continues across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh, and Balochistan provinces, resulting in
a 37% decrease in income for the DISCOs. The government
has demonstrated its capability to work tirelessly to bring
about the 26th Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan.
However, when it comes to resolving the electricity crisis,
which 1s crucial for the development of Pakistan, the
government appears uminterested. It has been two months,
and the government has yet to present a solution. Is the
government unable to devote the same effort to ending this
crisis for Pakistan?

Shahryar Khan Baseer, Islamabad

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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~ Punjab govt mulls
regularisation of illegal
housing schemes to
protect poor

It i1s encouraging that Chief Minister of Punjab, Maryam
Nawaz has shown concern for the residents affected by
illegal housing schemes and mitiated efforts to legalise them.
A special committee formed by Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif reviewed various aspects of regularising
illegal housing schemes during a meeting chaired by Local
Government Minister Zeeshan Rafiq at the Civil Secretariat

mong nmumerous new housing schemes

across Palkistan, there are more than 20

housing projects in Lahore which have

been commenced on agricultural lands.
The mushroom growth of housing schemes on ag-
nicultural land has generated food securty crisis
in Pakistan which is already hit badly by factors
such as population growth and climate challenges.
The conversion of agricultural lands into housing
the safety of the foodstuff which is produced on
these lands. Despite its significant contribution to
the national GDP and employment rates, Pakistan's
agricultural sector has been struggling to adapt to
modern challenges.

Addressing the looming food security crisis in
Palkistan necessitates a collaborative effort from all
stakeholders, including government entities, private
companies, and the international commumity. By
tackling issues like water management, reducing
food wastage, and modernizing agriculture practic-
es, Pakistan can not only prevent a potential disas-
ter but also position itself as a global leader in food
production and exports.

Many influential figures are involved in hous-
ing schemes that acquire lands through coercive or
forceful means, leading to distress for landowners
who are compelled to sell their propertfies. It is im-
perafive to legalize housing societies that have been
deemed illegal and provide basic amenitfies such as
electricity, water, sewerage, gas, and roads to resi-

FACEEOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINECFFICIAL |

dents. The government should intervene and trans-
fer the development responsibilifies to authorities
like the Lahore Development Authority (LDA).
The issue of illegal housing societies persists in
Lahore despite the stringent achions taken by the
Lahore Development Authority (LDA). These un-
authorized developments lack proper infrastructure
and pose financial risks to buyers due to the absence

SOCIAL |
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It is encouraging that Chief Minister of Punjab,
Maryam Nawaz has shown concern for the resi-
dents affected by illegal housing schemes and has
initiated efforts to legalize them. A special com-
mittee formed by Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
Shanf reviewed various aspects of regulanizing il-
legal housing schemes during a meeting chaired by
Local Government Minister Zeeshan Rafig at the
Civil Secretariat.

The committee, co-convened by Minister for
Agriculture and Livestock Syed Ashig Hussain
Kirmani, Senior Member Board of Revenue Na-
beel Javed, Director General LDA Tahir Faroog,
Special Secretary Local Government Ms Asia
Gull, and others attended the meeting. SMBR Na-
beel Javed briefed on the regulanization of the com-
mercial use of agricultural lands.

Minister Zeeshan Rafig said that Chief Minis-
ter Maryam Nawaz Shanf had directed for making
of recommendations for the illegal schemes. He
said with confidence that the Punjab government
was awakened to the rights of the people who pur-
chased plots in the private housing scheme and
was determined to protect them. He stressed the
preparation of an effective master plan before the
approval of housing schemes. He acknowledged
ing from the illegal housing scheme however add-
ed that, given the situation, it was imperative to
work out for protecting the rights of the people who
owned properties in these schemes by way of their
regularisation to provide civil amenifies to the resi-
dents therein.

Noting the delay by the government agencies in
approving these schemes, the Minister directed the
DG LDA to review starting the one-window opera-
tion to avert delay on the behalf.

The meeting also reviewed proposals to cut
down the number of departments for getting NoCs
for LDA schemes and the Minister sought the es-
tablishment of provincial authorifies to streamline
and shorten the procedure. The Minister they want
not change the facilities provided under the master
plan for the said housing schemes.

Minister for Agriculture and Livestock Syed
Ashig Hussain Kirmani told the meeting for devis-
ing a systemic procedure for other districts of the
province for the schemes in question.

Director General LDA Tahir Farooq gave a pre-
sentation on various aspects to the committee. He
said the Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz's
“ApniChhat Apna Ghar” scheme to provide afford-
able housing, has been well-received by the public.

Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz had expressed
pride in the successful launch and positive response
to the government scheme. He said the government
wanted to build houses as soon as possible for the
needy people. It is the commitment of the Punjab
government which will be fulfilled under all cir-
cumstances, the CM said.

Maryam Nawaz said during the prime minis-
tership of her father Mian Nawaz Sharif, land was
given to the landless farmers as a matter of provid-

of legal safeguards. LDA

ing them a respectable live-
teams frequently . . : gy
own on these illegal proj. | T€CENULY visited Elite Town g’?‘-’l Nﬂwui;ﬂﬂh;mﬂﬂ m
- - . 5
;ts, imposing fines and le-  Housing Scheme, Lahore,  she would also do her best
IMEASUTES.

I recently visited Elite

where residents are facing

for the betterment of the
farmers who serve us as a

Town Housing Scheme, i
LAy Son hardslyps du? to t}}e lack of bam:bm socaomy:
facing hardships due to the ~ €ssential services like water, o o Cm"fa big relict

lack of essenfial services
like water, electricity, sew-
erage, and road infrastruc-

electricity, sewerage, and road
infrastructure

for the poor and no bet-
ter service to the people
could be than providing

ture. They have appealed to
the Chief Minister of Punjab to release CEO Mu-
hammad Kashif Khan after negotiations and return
the embezzled funds. The National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) arrested Muhammad Kashif Khan,
the Chief Executive Officer of M/S Services Mas-
ters Pvt Limited on corruption charges.

In I.ahore, housing societies are required to reg-
ister with the LDA and comply with Master Plan
regulations. LDA takes steps to address illegal
housing projects to safeguard residents from poten-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

them with a roof of their
own. She said a sense of belonging is a great con-
fidence-building measure and the Punjab govern-
ment would never let down its poor people in this
regard. She also announced an interest-free loan
facility of Rs 1.5million for five marla land in ur-
ban areas and 10 marlas of land in rural areas for
the houses. She said no installment money would
be recovered in the first three months after giving
the loans.
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try but are rather, a global contribution. As

the country’s tech scene progresses, Paki-
stan has over time become a great location for tech
outsourcing. Despite the inaccurate perceptions
about the country, the talent and low risk attract in-
ternational demand in I'T.

Businesses recognise that the importance of
speed-to-market, as well as the factor that other tech
hubs are more crowded, falls into Palistan's favour
as businesses realise that the quick turnover and the
low cost that the Palastani market can provide work
in the favour of opting for this particular tech hub.

The benefit that the counfry has, despite adverse
assumptions, is that Pakistan has quite a significant
mumber of native English speakers, ranking at num-
ber four globally. Producing 50,000 IT graduates an-
ﬂ,thcomm!ryismmtanﬂ}rmpingm:ttmh

Pakistan offers favourable business laws and tax
incentives for certain services and businesses which
also catches the attention of the international mar-
ket. Additionally, the currency is relatively weak, but
combined with a strong labour workforce, it doesn't
give much reason to the international market for not
considening Pakistan as an outsourcing hub.

Palastan's tech startups are also booming! With
many more being ready to be churned out with the
assistance of government and private support with
the addition of some prominent skill centres, there is
no lack of tech platforms for the international mar-
ket to utilise. Some notable tech outsourcing vendors
include 10Pearls, Systems Limited, Folio3, NetSol,
TRG Pakistan, Ovex Tech, LMER and more. The
tech startup industry in Palkistan has proven to be
quite successful, evidenced by the counfry winning
8 IT firm awards at the Asia-Pacific Information
and Communication Technology Alliance.

With other countries such as Mexico, banning
outsourcing and conditions by other countries such
as Thailand, South Africa and Brazil experiencing
security issues, Pakistan seems to be a good option.
‘With skilled workers and teams being hired on proj-
ects for which the expertise might not lie within for-
eign organisations, Pakistan's resources and talent
seem to be a good option.

Not only vanied talents such as engineers, pro-
grammers, content writers, designers, and other sim-
cheaper costs attached IT services not leaving much
of a question as to why Palastani tech talent should
not be utilised within its ongoing technology boom.
The counfry is known for its service quality, afford-
ability, and an abundance of skilled talented youth
with an interest in technology careers, easily making
Palastan one of the leading countries in the context
of outsourcing.

Businesses worldwide have seen that opening up
to outsourcing is deemed to be cheaper as compared
to hiring a full-ime team member. It saves both time
and money as you don't have to do the required ad-
min to onboard a new member and retain talent.

Outsourcing opens a business to help with scal-
ability and lets the business pick the best of the best
talent from worldwide.

According to a survey conducted by YouGov,
70% of British businesses have outsourced to third
parties. Most of this is with third-world countries
which have a mass of talent such as the Philippines,
Pakistan etc.

Palastan also tops the hist for freelancing, dom-
inating platforms such as Upwork and Fiverr. The
programmer market ranks at No.3 for supplying
freelance programmers which is only behind the
USA and India. Pakistan also ranks at No. 4 in the
Forbes list of fastest-growing freelance markets in
the world.

Although Pakistan has been a bit slow in catch-
ing up to the tech revolution, due to recent invest-
ments by the government and private sector, the
country is gaining momentum as the government 1s
around the tech ecosystem.

Ahad Nazir, a research associate at the Sustain-

able Policy Development Institute (SDPI), empha-

he benefits of the tech boom in Pakistan
are not only restricted to within the coun-
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Pakistan I'l sector
set to become global
outs ourcin hub
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Not only varied talents such as engineers, programmers,
content writers, designers, and other similar but also
professionalism which provide relatively cheaper costs
attached services not leaving much of a question as to why
Pakistani tech talent should not be utilised within its ongoing

technology boom

sised Pakistan's demographic advantage. With over
60% of the population aged 15-29, the country
boasts a young and dynamic labour force ready to
engage with the global market.

Pakistan is positioning itself as a key player in
the global IT outsourcing landscape by leveraging
its workforce, competitive labour costs, and focus
for international businesses seeking technological
solutions.

“In addition to this demographic dividend, Paki-
stan is home to more than 300,000 English-speaking
IT professionals who are equipped to collaborate
with clients worldwide. Each vear, over 200,000
IT graduates enter the workforce, bringing fresh
perspectives and skills that are essential for adapt-
ing to the fast-evolving technology landscape. This
influx of talent presents an

vices sector is becoming a vital component of Paki-
stan’s economy, particularly in terms of export con-
tributions. In the fiscal year 202324, the industry
generated over $3.2 billion in export revenue.
sustainability of the IT sector and the growing con-
fidence that foreign clients have in the expertise of
Palastan's IT professionals. The country is becom-
ing increasingly active in the outsourcing market,
presenting significant opportunities for job creation
and economic growth as businesses look to Pakistan
for reliable outsourcing partners.”

He added that the government 1s recognising the
potential of the IT sector and actively promotng
strategies to accelerate its growth. Initiatives such
as the Pakistan Export Strategy for Software Devel-
opment (2023—-2027) aim to enhance infrastructore,
attract nfternational imvest-

opportunity for companies
secking immnovative
an increasingly competitive

market.”

. Pakistan offers favourable busi-
tions and skilled labour in negs l[aws and tax incentives for

ment, and develop the IT
workforce.
“These strategic efforts
position Pakistan as

certain services and businesses a giobal leader in IT out-

Nazir further pointed\ hinh glso catches the attentionSovcing, creating an en-

out that Pakistan holds a

financial edge in the global  Of the International market

conducive to

outsourcing market. As a
leading destination for offshore services, the coun-
try offers significant potential for businesses seelong
cost-effective solutions.

“With labour costs up to 60% lower than in es-
tablished outsourcing hubs, companies can substan-
tially reduce operating expenses while shll accessing
high-quality services.”

Ghulam Rehman, President of the Freelancers
Association, Gilgit-Baltistan, noted that the IT ser-
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growth. Moreover, the nise
of tech hubs in cities like Islamabad, Lahore, and
Karachi is facilitating collaboration among IT pro-
fessionals, entrepreneurs, and startups.

“In addition to cultivating local talent, these tech
ecosystems will atiract foreign businesses eager to
tap into the country’s resources. By fostering a cul-
ture of innovation and entrepreneurship, Pakistan
will solidify its role as a competitive player in the
global IT outsourcing market,” he said.
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Downslide property
prices turning
investment to gold

For property buyers, a surge in gold prices could reduce
property demand as investors may opt for gold investments
instead. This could slow down property sales, giving buyers
more bargaining power. Conversely, individuals liquidating
their gold assets may reinvest their gains in real estate,
potentially stabilising or boosting the property market

ilers are individuals or organisations that

regularly file their income taxes and are

registered with the Federal Board of Rev-

emue (FBR) of Pakistan. They provide
the tax authorities with information about their
assets, income, and liabilities regularly and appear
on the FBR. Active Taxpayers List (ATL).

On the other hand, non-filers are those regis-
tered with the FBR but have not submitted their
income tax returns or have not registered with the
FBER at all. Non-filers may include individuals
who intentionally or unintentionally avoid paying
taxes or do not meet the income threshold for fil-
ing taxes.

Real estate historically yields average returns
of 8%, with potential returns exceeding 15%. De-
spite rental growth, the rental yield in Pakistan
ranges from 7 to 9 %, which is lower compared
to other investment options. However, real estate
can provide a steady monthly income that gold
imnvestments cannot offer.

Real estate can be an attractive long-term in-
vestment as property values tend to appreciate
over time. Real estate tends to outperform gold
in terms of returns when market volatility is low.
Additionally, as the real estate market expands,
the value of your property increases. Including
real estate in your overall wealth portfolio is a
wise decision. Gold is a valuable investment as it
acts as a hedge against inflation. Over time, gold
investments typically keep pace with the inflation

FACEEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINECFFICIAL |

rate. However, when gold prices rise, it often indi-
cates a depreciation in paper currency, resulting
in minimal profits from gold investments. Both
gold and real estate are considered stable, long-
term investments. Rising gold prices may signal
economic uncertainty, prompting investors to
seek safer investment options like gold. In Paki-
stan, where the economy is influenced by global
market trends, increasing gold prices could lead to
a shift in investment preferences from real estate

Gold is a valuable investment as
it acts as a hedge against
inflation. Over time, gold

investments typically keep pace

with the inflation rate.

However, when gold prices rise,

it often indicates a depreciation

in paper currency, resulting in
minimal profits from gold
investments

to gold due to its liguidity and perceived store of
value. For property buyers, a surge in gold prices
could redoce property demand as investors may

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

opt for gold investments instead. This could slow
down property sales, giving buyers more bargain-
ing power. Conversely, individuals liquidating
their gold assets may reinvest their gains in real
estate, potentially stabilising or boosting the prop-
erty market.

Property sellers may face challenges if de-
mand decreases due to a rise in gold prices. How-
ever, this situation could present an opportunity
for sellers to promote their properties as superior
long-term investments compared to gold, empha-
sising the stability and tangible nature of real es-
tate.

Gold prices in Pakistan maintain their upward
trajectory in line with their increased internation-
al rates. In the local market

Gold is considered a safe investment during
times of economic and political uncertainty. With
its ability to hedge against inflation and econom-
ic turmoil, gold has garnered increased investor
interest, reaching record price levels in recent
years. Industry experts suggest that gold prices
could reach $3,000 per ounce by the end of 2024,
driven by factors such as high inflation, economic
instability, potential interest rate cuts, and glob-
al uncertainties. While there is no guarantee of
reaching this price target, gold’s performance in
volatile markets and its historical role as a safe
haven asset make it a popular choice for investors
seeking stability. The real estate sector in Pala-
stan has traditionally been a popular choice for
investors looking to secure their future. Howev-
er, heavy taxes imposed by the governments have
dampened investment trends in real estate, lead-
ing to a decline in the sector. Despite its signif-
icant confribution fo economic growth, the real
estate market in Pakistan 1s facing challenges due
to reduced investment activity.

Pakistan's real estate market is experienc-
ing uncertainty as housing prices decline while
mortgage rates rise. After a period of rapid price
growth and low interest rates, the housing sector
is undergoing a correction.

Factors such as high inflation, increasing in-
terest rates, and economic concerns have led to a
drop in home prices in major cities like Lahore,
Karachi, and Islamabad. The rise in mortgage
rates presents challenges for homebuyers, even
as property prices soften. This complex situation
has created uncertainty in Pakistan's real estate
industry, with sellers hesitant to reduce prices sig-
nificantly and buyers grappling with affordability
issues. Balancing decreasing property values with
rising borrowing costs will be a key focus in the
Pakistani real estate market this year.

To address the housing needs of lower-income
groups, the government and private developers are
launching projects to increase affordable housing
options. With rising rates making homeownership
less accessible for lower-middle-class households,
new developments aim to provide opportunities
for first-time buyers who may otherwise struggle
to own a home.

The Naya Pakistan Housing Program aims to
construct 2 million low-cost housing units over
five years nationwide. This public-private initia-
tive will offer affordable homes to working-class
individuals through subsidised mortgages and low
down payments.

Additionally, private builders like Habib Rafig
Limited are launching new projects catering to
middle and lower-middle-income segments. Their
MHC Town development near Lahore will have
over 15,000 homes ranging from 20 lakh to 1
Crore rupees.

Non-profit organisations like Ansaar Man-
agement Company have also built entire afford-
able communities like Ansaar Villas in Karachi.
Focusing on scale allows costs to be reduced and
units to sell for under 30 lakh rupees.

Though still in early phases, these affordable
housing efforts aim to address the massive de-
mand for reasonably priced homes as rates surge
out of reach. How successfully these projects are
executed will impact social mobility and future
economic growth.
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modern slaughterhouse for donkey meat
and hides was inaugurated in Gwadar
North Free Zone by Federal Minister for

itime Affairs Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh
during the unveiling of the Agriculture Industrial
Park in Gwadar Free Zone. The construction of
the slaughterhouse, costing $50 million, followed
an agreement signed between Pakistan and China
on quarantine conditions for the export of donkeys,
hides and meats to China.

Under the agreement, Pakistan will export
216,000 donkeys’ hides and meat annually. In July,
the Secretary of Commerce informed the Senate
Standing Committee on Commerce that there is
no ban on exporting donkeys, and Palkistan has al-
ready started donkey farming.

Donkeys reared at various farmhouses i Pun-
jab will be slaughtered at the Gwadar North Free
Zone slaughterhouse.

The meat and skins will be processed according
to international standards and exported to China.
The latest data shows that the donkey population
in Pakistan has increased to 5.9 million during the
fiscal year 2023-24.
over the past few years, with 5.5 million in 2019-
2020, 5.6 million in 2020-21, 5.7 million in 2021-
22, and 5.8 million in 2022-23.

Additionally, the agreement with China will
also help prevent the illegal smuggling of donkeys,
which is a source of minting billions of rupees by
vendors mmvolved in this illicit trade. The govern-
ment aims to support legittmate donkey traders and
ensure they are taxed appropriately through official
channels.

It is observed in the market where demand for
Palastani donkeys has surged and has shown a sig-
nificant price hike wherein increased use of donkey
skins in traditional medicine and cosmetics in Chi-
na, is a major factor. The donkey prices have soared
to a substantial amount for an animal typically as-
sociated with basic transportation. This price spike
has caused concern among donkey cart drivers,
who depend on these amimals for their livelihood.

Sellers also attribute the price surge to the grow-
ing demand from China, where donkey skin is ufi-
lised in cosmetics and a traditional Chinese med-
icine called “Ejiao.” This demand has led to the
slanghter of millions of donkeys anmually in China.

In rural Pakistan, donkeys play a vital role as
a necessary amimal for the locals and contribute
to the local economy. The nising donkey numbers
contrast with the stable populations of other ani-
mals of burden. The PES also provided updates on
other livestock statistics, with the cattle population
increasing to 57.5 million, buffalo to 46.3 mllion,
sheep to 32.7 million, and goats to 87 million. No-
tably, the camel population, which had remained
unchanged for four years, grew from 1.1 million to
1.2 million in the past fiscal year.

Donkeys may be the last hope for many Paki-
stanis, especially those living in the countryside,
where the rural economy is closely associated with
the animals. Livestock remains the cornerstone of
Palastan's rural economy,
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Pakistan agrees to
meet rising demand

for donke
hides in‘_

meadt,
1na

The construction of the slaughterhouse, costing $50 million,
followed an agreement signed between Pakistan and China
on quarantine conditions for the export of donkeys, hides
and meats to China. Donkeys reared at various farmhouses
in Punjab will be slaughtered at the Gwadar North Free
Z.one slaughterhouse

Palastan’s economic performance has not met ex-
pectations. The economy is projected to grow by
only 2.4 per cent in the current fiscal year, signifi-
cantly below the government's target of 3.5 per
cent, according to the latest economic survey.

A high demand for ejiao — a gelatin produced
from boiling donkey skins and used in traditional
Chinese medicine and beauty products — is puthing
global donkey populations in crisis and threat-
ening the livelihoods of millions of people who

with over 8 milion fam-  The meat and skin will be

ilies engaged in amnimal

depend on them. While
Africa remains the prima-
source of both legally

: 5 ry
husbandry. The sector rcp—pI'GCﬁSSEd ﬂCCDI‘d]]]g [O INIETNA- angd illegally sourced don-

resents 60.84 per cent of
the agnicultural value add-

tional standards and exported

key skins to China, the
trade has spread across the

edand 14.63 percentof the 10 China. The latest data shows giobe.

national GDP. In FY23-

24, the livestock sectors LN1AL the donkey population in

China’s donkey popu-
lation has rapidly shrunk

growth was recorded at Pgkistan has increased to 5.9 from 11.1 million to 2.5

3.89 per cent, up from 3.70
per cent in the previous fis-
cal year. The gross value
addition of the livestock

million during the fiscal year
2023-24

million donkeys between
1990 and 2018 due to in-
creasing demand for ejiao,
which is used in cosmetics

sector rose to Rs 5,804 bil-
lion from Rs 5,587 billion, marking a growth rate
of 3.9 per cent.

Owerall, the livestock sector continues to be a
major driver of agricultural growth, underscoring
its vital role in Pakistan's economic stability and de-
velopment.

Despite an increase in the donkey population,
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and traditional medicine. This demand has soared
in recent years due to the popularity of ejiao among
the emerging middle class in China, as well as the
introduction of Chinese government policies that
skin import tariffs. Some manufacturers have also
launched influential advertising campaigns, result-
ing in a lucrative industry worth UUS$1.5 billion

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

in 2015. This has driven a large increase in the
price of ejiao from just $20/kg in 2001 to $830/
kg by 2017. Donkeys are difficult to breed on a
large scale due to their low reproductive rate, and
so as a result of China's own decimated donkey
population, ejiao producers have turned to global
markets to fuel their demand for donkey skins.

Chinese media outlets now report that import-
ed skins account for 90% of ejiao production. The
African continent is suffering the most significant-
ly from the trade, with insufficient regulation, in-
humane slaughter, donkey theft, and cross-border
smuggling creating a crisis across the continent.
Some couniries have responded by banning the
export of donkey skins, but where bans do ex-
ist, enforcement can be ineffective, with limited
consequences for those breaking the law. Where
slaughter is legal, significant welfare concerns ex-
ist along the slaughter value chain and the rate of
slaughter is unsustainable. The impact of the trade
is not confined to Africa. The trade in donkey
skins poses a threat to various countries in South
Asia, such as India, where the donkey population
has significantly declined and reports of improper
disposal of donkey carcasses represent a serious
health hazard. Brooke’s research in Latin Amen-
ca has also uncovered evidence of donkeys being
transported thousands of kilomefres to be slangh-
tered and has identified Mexico, Colombia, Bra-
zil, and Peru as hotspots for the trade. This global,
unsustainable slaughter of donkeys 15 threatening
livelihoods.

NOVEMBER, 2024



ZTE nubia

ZTE Blade A55

»6.75" 90 Hz

Refresh Rate

*Fingerprint
Side Mounted

*5000mAh

Massive Battery

-Live Island
Multi-Interaction

12(4+8)GB+64GB ERFLIRLL)

Better For All...

Blade Series

»6.75" 90Hz
Refresh Rate

*5000mAhR

Massive Battery

ZTE Blade A55

-6.75"” 90 Hz

Refresh Rate

-Fingerprint

Side Mounted

*5000mAh

Massive Battery

-Live Island

Multi-Interaction

12(4+8)GB+128GB W:EW¥X L1

www.ztedevices.com

5 | ﬁ AzureTech
1| HiPRs

LLER & FHI
ficiol Distributor of ZTE Pokistan

=
=m

=Y

ZTE Blade A35

~Face Unlock
Interactive

»Glassy Design

12GB(4+8)GB+64GB TR LE

ZTE Blade V60 Smart

-6.6" 90 Hz

Live Island

-50MP

Al Carmera

-5000mAh

Baotiery

-22.5W

Fast Charging

B(4+4)GB+128GB EMvERLL)

0O6 /ztemobilepakistan



v.

i

H3IMOdH3dNS 143N
AYNYE 35 LYHIVE ATHLNOW

gl
o
£

§

&
SF
5

#1719+

A f
g R
o
i =
B2 =
Eg
B

;
E
d
:
g
-

!
:
:
o
£
;
é
|
|
j

Businass News

Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

PTCL provides

global exposure to
skilled women under

)) 1 ufone s | Ulank -
Hatem Bamatraf, President and Group CEO of PTCIL

Ba-Ikhtiar program

&Ufone 4G said, “Ba-lIkhtiar program mirrors our
commitment to fostering digital inclusion and leveraging
our digital resources to empower underserved social
segments. The initiative enables women to become
financially independent and facilitates their participation

in Pakistan’s growing digital economy

akistan's leading telecommunications and
ICT provider, PTCL Group (PTCL &Ufone
4(5) showcased its transformative Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative,
Ba-Ikhtiar, at Expand North Star — the world's larg-
est startup and investor connector event, held as a
part of GITEX 2024 in Dubai. The event provided a
platform to highlight the success of Ba-Ikhtiar partic-
ipants while promoting the initiative globally.
B i

Two ouistanding women enfrepreneurs of the
Ba-Ikhtiar program, Farhatul Ain and Marrium
Hussain, represented the program at the event.
These skilled individuals, who began as local em-
broidery artists in the humble suburbs of Harpur,
Ehyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), have transformed info
tech-enabled entrepreneurs through the training and
support provided by the Ba-Ikhtiar program. PTCL
&Ufone 4G selected them for the event to help them
opportunities at one of the most important business
and tech platforms in the world.

Marmum and Farhat showcased their eye-catch-
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BA-IKHTIAR

DIGITAL FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT
INITIATIVE FOR WOMEN -

ing embroidery products at the Pakistan Enclosure,
where they also engaged with international wisitors,
shared their inspiring success story and received rec-
pation in Expand North Star reflects PTCL Group's
contimied support for the program's graduates,
which is essential for the sustamnability of their en-
terprises.

Speaking about their experience, MarrmumHus-
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sain said, “T am deeply grateful to PTCL Group for
of being a part of such an important global platform
has been life-changing and we look forward to newer
avemues of growth for our enterprises. We met differ-
ent people, gained exposure, and received apprecia-
tion for our work, encouraging us to dream bigger.”

Ba-Tkhtar 1s a women empowerment initiative
launched by PTCL Group in collaboration with the
Palistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPATF). It aims to
equip small-scale female entrepreneurs with essential
digital tools and skills to grow their enterprises. Par-
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cards from PTCL Group. They also receive hands-
mobile wallets and managing seller accounts on the
e-commerce platform Daraz. The 15-day workshop
enhances their artisan skills and imparts digital mar-
keting techniques to help them expand their market
to the global online space.

The program also includes financial manage-
ment training from U Microfinance Bank, empow-
ering participants to manage their business finances
efficiently. PTCL &Ufone 4G provided them with
handsets and mobile connectivity to cover their data
and voice needs.

So far two batches of women entrepreneurs have
graduated from the Ba-Ikhhiar Program, who now
use their smartphones and free data to sell products
through Daraz, recerve payments via UPaisa, and
dispatch orders through courner services. Their suc-
cess stories inspire other women to pursue digital
entreprenenrship to transform their soci i

dent and Group CEO of PTCL &Ufone 4G said,
“Ba-Ikhtiar program mirrors our commitment to
resources to empower underserved social segments.
The mitiative enables women to become financial-
ly independent and facilitates their participation in

Two outstanding women
entrepreneurs of the Ba-Ikh-
tiar program, Farhatul Ain and
Marrium Hussain, represented
the program at the event. These
skilled individuals, who began
as local embroidery artists in
the humble suburbs of Haripur,
have transformed into tech-en-
abled entrepreneurs

Palkdstan's growing digital economy. It lays a strong
foundation for a sustainable future by ensuring that
women play an active role in improving the country’s
socio-economic progress. I am immensely proud of
these young entrepreneurs, who has shown resilience
and commitment to be the future business leaders.”
The PTCL Group exhibit was a key feature of
the Pakistan enclosure at Expand North Star. It re-
cetved immense footfall, with Marrium and Farhat's
story of their evolution from local artisans to digital
entrepreneurs on the back of digital and financial
technology inspiring profiise commendation.
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Jazz lauds VEON’s

decision to move its
headquarters to Dubai

VEON Group CEO Kaan Terzioglu said our decision to
move is strategic and closer to our heart markets. Dubai
brings us nearer to the operations, world-class talent, and
greater visibility with Gulf investors

akistan’s leading digital operator and VE-
ON's most successful operating company,
Jazz, has welcomed VEON's relocation
of its headquarters from Amsterdam to
Dubai. Nasdaq and Furonext Amsterdam-listed
VEON will officially relocate its headquarters to
the DIFC at the hub established by the company
in early 2022 and rapidly growing in its operations.

This would not only put VEON in the Nasdag
listing line but also make it the largest Nasdag-list-
ed company operating from the city headquarters.
Thus, it would be able to keep up with Nasdag
Dubai.

Aamir Ibrahim, Jazz CEO said: “This is an ex-
citing milestone for the entire group. It strengthens
the ability of Jazz to accelerate our journey mn Ser-
viceCo and enterprise by leveraging the status of
Dubai as a global technology hub. This will drive
innovation in digital services and connectivity for
our customers in Pakistan and beyond. It will also
enhance access to partnerships, capital, and top tal-
ent, all crucial elements of bridging the digital di-
vide and leading Pakistan's digital transformation.”

Onr decision to move is strategic and closer to
our heart markets. Dubai brings us nearer to the
operations, world-class talent, and greater wvisibili-
ty with Gulf investors,” VEON Group CEO Kaan
Terzioglu said. “We are excited to make this an-
nouncement on the eve of GITEX Global 2024 as
a new chapter for VEON opens in this exciting, vi-
brant market.”

This is an important component of the region,
offering innovative digital and financial services
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to millions of customers and thereby, supporting
VEON’s broader vision for digital transformation.
With 75 million subscribers and 43.9 million 4G
users in Pakistan, Jazz's platforms, including Jazz-
Cash, Tamasha, Garaj, and SIMOSA, lead in fin-
13:_::1:, entertainment, cloud, and cybersecurity ser-
vices.

VEON also announced the appointment of
two new senior executives to its Group Leadership
Team in Dubai. Anand Ramachandran, who joins
VEON as the Chief of Staff to the Group CEQ,
and Inanc Cakiroglu, who joins as the Group Chief
Information Officer (CIO), will both be based in
VEON's expanding operational hub in Dubai and
report to the Group CEO Kaan Terzioglu.

“As we have shared with our investors on VE-
ON's Capital Markets Day, we are bullish about
growth and have set out an ambitious vision for the
upcoming three years. In this new era, VEON will
grow by putting a more gramular focus on our dig-
ital big bets, as well as consumer and enterprise
services, making the full potential of various verti-
cdls in our business visible to global investors and
supporting growth in our markets,” explains Kaan
Terzioglu, CEQ of VEON Group. “We warmly
welcome Anand and Inanc to VEON and look
forward to working with them as they bring in ad-
ditional expertise to our Leadership Team.”

Anand Ramachandran joins VEON from Sin-
gapore Telecom where he served as Vice President
of Business Management in the Group CEQ’s Of-
fice. Before this role, he held senior positions in the
banking industry at Barclays and Citibank. With

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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nearly three decades of experience in global finan-
cial markets and investor relations, particularly in
the Technology, Media and Telecommunications
sectors, Anand will lead VEON’s Investor Rela-
tions team as well as several strategic inihatives in-
volving internal, regional and global stakeholders.

Inanc Cakiroglu brings over two decades of ex-
perience to the position of Group CIO at VEON
with extensive expertise in technical leadership,
strategic management and business development
within the dynamic fields of artificial intelligence,
data science, data engineering and software devel-
opment. Inanc joins VEON from mobilel.ive Can-
ada where he was the Director of Al, Analytics
and Data. His previous expenience includes roles
at Badal.io, Turkcell, lifecell Ukraine and IBM. He
will work closely with VEON's technology com-
panies and lead the Group Cybersecurity function.

Operator group Veon outlined plans to move
its headquarters from Amsterdam, the Nether-
lands to Dubai in the UAE, a move it said reflects
an ongoing strategic alignment and gives it closer
proximity to key markets.

The plan has been approved by the company’s
board of directors and ultimately cements Veon's
presence in Dubai after it opened an operational
hub in the city in early 2022.

By moving to the hub located in the Dubai
International Financial Centre, the group will be-
come the largest Nasdag-listed company with its
group HQ in Dubai, which is also home to Nas-
dag Dubai.

Kaan Terzioglu, CEO of Veon, said the deci-
sion allows it to capitalise on the vast opportunities
Dubai offers, “including its proximity to our oper-
ations, access to world-class talent and enhanced
visibility with a broad base of Gulf investors”.

Veon operates across six markets including
Pakistan and Bangladesh, as well as in Ukraine,
where it owns the country's largest operator Ky-
ivstar.

Veon's move follows an announcement two
months ago when it outlined plans to delist from
Euronext Amsterdam, blaming regulatory costs
and low liquidity for stocks in Europe.

It expects the delisting process to take place
during 04 this year.

Jazz CEO Aamir Ibrahim said
this is an exciting milestone for
the group. It strengthens the
ability of Jazz to accelerate our
journey in ServiceCo and
enterprise by leveraging the
status of Dubai as a global
technology hub

VEON announced that Andrey Pyatakhin has
been appointed as the incoming CEO of Beeline
Uzbekistan following a decision by current Bee-
line Uzbekistan CEO Andrzej Malinowsk to
step down by the end of November 2024. Andrey
joined VEON Group in 2001. In his more than 20
years with VEON Group, Andrey has served in
various capacities, including as the CEO of Bee-
line Georgia, CEO of Beeline Armenia, and most
recently as the CEO of Beeline Kyrgyzstan. An-
drey completed the Advanced Management pro-
gram at Harvard Business School.

Andrze] Malinowski has been at the helm of
Beeline Uzbekistan since March 2021, leading the
company's turnaround and transformation into a
fast-growing digital operator offering 4G connec-
tivity across Uzbekistan and a portfolio of con-
sumer and enterprise digital services. Andrzej has
been with VEON Group since 2017, previously
serving as the CEQ of Beeline Georgia. Following
fifteen years of living outside of his home country
of Poland, including the last seven with VEON,
Andrzej is passing the mantle to Andrey to spend
more time with his family.
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Inovi Telecom achieves CCA
2024 award for the best-selling
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Infinix smartphones
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On this occasion, the team of Inovi Telecom is immensely proud to have been

acknowledged with the Consumer Choice Award 2024 for our role in driving the success
of Pakistan’s top-selling Infinix smartphones
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novi Telecom is honoured to have received
the esteemed Consumer Choice Award 2024
for the best-selling Infinix smartphones in Pa-
kistan. The Consumers Choice Awards are a
prestigious recognition in Pakistan's business com-
munity, symbolising values such as quality, safety,
integrity, and high standards in products and ser-
vices. On this occasion, the team of Inovi Telecom is
immensely proud to have been acknowledged with
the Consumer Choice Award 2024 for our role mn
driving the success of Pakistan's top-selling Infinix
smartphones. The award, presented by chief guest
Jam Akramullah Darejo, Mirza Ikhtiyar Baig, and
other executives, serves as a testament to our stead-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

fast dedication to innovation, quality, and providing
exceptional experiences to our valued customers.

Inovi Telecom collaborates with
international brands to intro-
duce advanced smartphones

and telecommunications solu-
tions to the Pakistani market

‘We are thankful for your support and remain com-
mitted to pushing the boundaries of technology to

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

offer you the best. Thank you for choosing us as
your preferred option.

Inovi Telecom is a leading mobile phone mamu-
facturer in Palastan, known for its innovative tech-
nology and high-quality products. The company
has a reliable and well-organised distribuhion net-
work that ensures excellent after-sales service. Inovi
Telecom collaborates with international brands to
introduce advanced smartphones and telecomomini-
cations solutions to the Pakistam market. Its dedica-
tion to quality and customer satisfaction has estab-
lished it as a reputable and trusted company in the
industry, playing a key role in advancing the mobile
industry in the counfry.

NOVEMBER, 2024
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US diplomats visit Kartarpur to

Ly

The American diplomats were

r—

warfnly welcomed by Sardar nhind Singl, he ead

promote interfaith harmony

=y

ca Jacobson and Miss Kirsten Hawlans from

the US Consulate General in Lahore visited

the revered Gurdwara Sri Darbar Sahib in

Kartarpur, Shakargarh. The visit highlighted the

importance of the Kartarpur Corridor in fostering
interfaith dialogue and peace.

The American diplomats were warmly wel-

comed by Sardar Gobind Singh, the Head Granthi

In a significant diplomatic gesture, Ms Moni-

FACEEOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINECFFICIAL |

of the gurdwara, and Abu Bakr Aftab Qureshi,
CEO of the Project Management Unit Kartarpur
Corridor. Mr. Qureshi provided a comprehensive
briefing on the historical and spiritual significance
of the site, emphasizing its role as the final rest-
ing place of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of
Sikhism.

Sardar Gobind Singh elaborated on the Kar-
tarpur Corridor project, a visa-free passage allow-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

ing Indian Sikh pilgrims to visit the gurdwara. He
highlighted its profound impact on promoting in-
terfaith harmony and regional peace.

The visit by US Consulate officials underscores
the growing international recognition of the Ear-
tarpur Cornidor’s contribution to religious free-
dom and cross-border cooperation. It also signifies
the US commitment to supporting initiatives that
promote peace and understanding in the region.

%*%2 Granthi of the gurdwara, and Abu Bakr Aftab Qureshi, CEO of the Project Management
: g g : ¢ UnitKartarpurCorridor. Mr (Qureshiprovided a comprehensive briefingon the historical
EEE§ = and spiritual significance of the site, emphasising its role as the final resting place of
555 Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of Sikhism
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Premium vivo V40e 5G
launched in Pakistan with

leading portrait photography

and solid performance

e
P

This new model retains the iconic features of the V Series and elevates them to a new
level. With its ultra-slim, high-end design and exceptional camera features, vivo V40e
oG is an ideal choice for both trendsetters with a unique perspective on phone design
and photography enthusiasts seeking high-quality features

Vivo V40e GO

Portrait So Pro

vo has launched the latest addition to its
‘ r?dﬂScﬂ:s,tthAIﬂcErG,mPahstanmcmt—
of the V Seres and elevates them to a new
level. With its ultra-slim, high-end design and ex-
ceptional camera features, vivo V40e 5G is an ideal
choice for both trendsetters with a unique perspec-
tive on phone design and photography enthusiasts
seeking high-quality features. Its outstanding perfor-
mance makes it a top pick in both categories.
vivo's V Series is known for its slim, elegant, and
premium feel, all of which are beautifully carried
forward in the newly launched vivo V40e 5G. This
phone, with its ultra-slim design of just 7.49mm
and lightweight of 183g, offers a comfortable grip
while maintaining a high-end look. V40e 5G comes
with an ultra-slim 3d curved screen that supports
a 120Hz refresh rate for smoother screen scrolling
and animations. Most impressively, V40e 5G hous-
es a 5500mAh ultra-large battery within its slim
body, earning it the distinction of being the thinnest
smartphone i the 5500mAh battery category.

Colors evoke a myriad of associations, which
is why vivo puts great care into selecting the hues
for its phones. vivo V40e 5G introduces two striking
new color options that cater to diverse user prefer-
ences. The royal bronze edition exudes a luxurious,
warm metallic tone, offering an air of elegance that
seamlessly blends historical opulence with contem-
porary refinement. Drawing inspiration from the
gentle rustle of a mint grove, V40e 5G's mint green
edition, crafted with innovative magnetic UV glue
technology, offers a shimmering, dynamic effect
that captures the essence of nature.

Mr. Zohair Chohan, Director Brand Strategy at
vivo Pakistan, shared his thoughts at the launch of
V40e 5G, “We are thrilled to introduce vivo V40e
5@, a new addition to our V40 Series. This smart-
phone 15 not only visnally captivating and com-
fortable to use, but it also delivers impressive per-
formance. It is meticulously designed to empower
users to capture the beauty of everyday life with
ease. At vivo, we always put our users at the heart

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

of our product design process, and we are confident
that V40e 5G will become a chenished companion
for our users.”

One of the key strengths of vivo V40e 5G is
its ability to effortlessly capture the best possible
images, regardless of the environmental lighting
challenges. Equipped with a 50MP Sony IMZE82

r.

%

v

OIS main camera with optical image stabilization
(OIS) and the iconic AT aura hight, vivo V40e 5G
also comes with Sony professional night portrait
camera that delivers ouftstanding night portraits
with ease. Users nowadays are increasingly gravitat-
ing towards video-recording life’s moments through

Mr. Zohair Chohan, Director
Brand Strategy at vivo Pakistan
said we are thrilled to introduce

vivo V40e 5G, a new addition

to our V40 Series. This smart-
phone is not only visually capti-
vating and comfortable to use,
but it also delivers impressive
performance

the lens of their smartphones. vive V40e 5G caters
to this trend with both front and rear cameras ca-
pable of shooting Ultra-stable 4K video. Thanks to
the combination of OIS and EIS (Electronic Image

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Stabilization), vivo V40e 5G minimizes the impact
of handshake for clear and stable footage.

Additionally, V40e 5G is equipped with Al aura
light, providing a more even and gentle fill light ef-
fect. The AT aura light portrait feature significantty
enhances the quality of portraits taken in low-light
conditions. By adjusting the Al aura light’s color
temperature to match the environment, V40e 5G
creates a balanced color harmony between the sub-
ject and surroundings.

V40e 5G is equipped with a S50MP AF selfie
camera that offers high resolution and auto-focus,
ensuring clear photos whether you're taking a selfie
or a group shot. Additionally, V40e 5G boasts sev-
eral Al-powered features such as Al repair and AT
erase for enhanced photo editing. These intelligent
tools empower users to effortlessly improve and re-
fine their photos, making every shot a masterpiece.

Lastly, vivo V40e 5G's ultra-performance is
a key highlight. It is powered by a high-capacity
5500mAh ultra-large battery, 80w flash charge, and
backed with a 4-year battery health guarantee, en-
suring seamless connectivity and entertainment over
time. The phone also boasts a robust comprehensive
cushioning structure that enhances its durability and
reliability. Under the hood, vivo V40e 5G features
a cutting-edge 4nm processor MediaTek Dimensity
7300, optimized for ultra-low power consumption
and top-tier performance.

‘With its premmum design, powerful portrait ca-
pabilities, and enduring battery life, vivo V40e 5G
stands as a dependable companion, delivering the
perfect blend of aesthetics and innovation. Get
ready to capture and cherish life’s moments with
vivo V40e 5G!

The company offers the V40e 5G at PKR 99,999
only with a one-year warranty, along with 15 days
of free replacement and a 6-month warranty for
accessories. The vivo V40e 5G is duly approved by
PTA and supports all mobile networks m Pakistan.
Zong customers can also get 12GB of free mobile
internet by using their 4G SIM card in slot 1 (2GB
Internet/month for 6 months).

NOVEMBER, 2024
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n the special instructions of Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharnif, the Ministry of In-
terior, led by Interior Minister Mohsin
Nagvi and Secretary Capt (Retd) Mu-
hammad Khurram Agha, gave particular attention
to bringing significant changes in the Visa Section
aiming to promote Pakistan's positive image and at-
tract tounsts from abroad. For this, improvement in
the Visa Section was a vital part which was done un-
duthl:stcwardsh:pﬂfShuc:ﬂ Now the outstand-

Shehbaz Sharif
Prime Minister of Pakistan

process for wvisitors
to Pakistan from 120 countries by way of eliminat-
g fees and lengthy paperwork. This has led to a
significant boost in Pakistan's tourism industry and
enhanced the country’s image internationally.

According to reliable sources in the Ministry
of Interior, the Secretary of Interior has formed a
special team in this regard. Headed by Deputy Sec-
retary Visa Shireen Hina Asghar, this team is mak-
ing hectic efforts to improve the performance of
the Visa Section. After the appointment of Shireen
Hina Asghar, reforms have been implemented in
the visa section which are yielding highly encour-
aging results.

" Syed Mohsin Raza Naqyi
_? Intaricr Minister of Pakistan

Section have been resolved in a better way. This sit-
uation now is having a positive impact and a large
number of people are applying for visa-on-arrival
while e-visa aspirants are also benefiting in a bet-
ter way from the facility after all the hiccups of the
past have been removed. Now extension visa rule
and other visas are being issued within 24 hours. All
pending cases or vi-
extension have been
brought to zero and
difficulties have been
eliminated from the
VlsaScdmn

Af Intericr

Secrotary to Minister o

The data shows that the mumber of people com-
ing to Pakistan has increased tremendously i just
three months and if the visa on amival is further 1m-

Nlast VA ek (Comniry )

proved, all the world's religious tourism and busi-
ness visa holders in Pakistan will increase eminent-
Iy. Besides that the countries will benefit immensely
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Secretary of Interior
drives Visa reform,
boosts tourism

and enhances
Pakistan’s image

Shireen Hina Asghar

- Deputy Secretary, VISA, Miniscry of Interior

“Interior Minister of Pakistan truly embodies excellence!
Your relentless efforts to ensure national safety and

security are commendable

and the positive face of Palistan will be exposed
to the public. It is said that Interior Secretary Capt

Tourist Yisa Data Comparisan for VPA Coaniries
14 August - 11 Nevember In 2003 and 2024
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(Retd) Mubammad Kburram Agha who is busy
fixing other issues and impediments of the Ministry
of Interior, calls for the report of the visa section on
a daily basis.

The Secretary of Interior is very concerned
about resolving all the pending matters immediately
as such he has taken and is taking a number of steps
not only to improve the performance of the Visa
Section but also to raise a positive face of Pakistan.

Headed by Deputy Secretary
Visa Shireen Hina Asghar,
the Visa Section highlights a
marked improvement in
facilitating foreign travellers
by means of making the entire
process hassle-free both for the
incoming and the
outgoing people

Sources say now, there are no pending cases and
problems are being solved instantly every day. Ef-
The Government of Pakistan and the services of
the Interior Secretary merit pride along with the ini-
tiatives taken by the Government of Pakistan.

Now no pending cases in the hold over, and
problems are being addressed daily. Efforts are be-
ing made for visa-on-arrival references. The Gov-
ernment of Pakistan and the services of the Interior
Secretary are also proud of the initiatives taken by
the Government of Palistan.
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(Govt mum over
Al-Nihang’s offer

of Rs100billion to
acquire PIA
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The Al-Nihang’s Group, in a letter, has submitted an offer
to the ministries of aviation, defence, and privatisation,
as well as the Establishment Division and the Planning

CGommission.The CEO of

Al-Nihang’s Group, Faqir

Muhammad M Ali, proposed to acquire PIA at a valuation
of PKR 100 billion, acknowledging its significance as

Pakistan’s national carrier

business group in Canada, led by a Pala-
stani expat, has offered the government
approximately Rs 100 billion ($358 mil-
ion) to acquire the debt-ridden national
flag carmer, Pakistan International Airlines (PIA),
according to a letter from the group’s CEC.

Cash-strapped Pakistan sought to sell a 51-100
per cent stake in PIA to raise funds and reform state-
owned enterprises as part of a $7 billion Internation-
al Monetary Fund program. However, the final bid-
ding round last month only received one bid of Rs10
billion ($36 million) for a 60 per cent stake in the
national flag carrier, causing a delay in the process.
The Al-Nihang's Group, in a letter, has submitted an
offer to the ministries of aviation, defence, and pri-
vatisation, as well as the Establishment Division and
the Planning Commission.

The CEO of Al-Nihang's Group, Fagir Muham-
mad M Ali, proposed to acquire PIA at a valuation
of PER 100 billion, acknowledging its significance
as Palastan's national carmier. The group’s offer in-
cludes taking over P1A's exasting liabilities of approx-
imately Rs250 billion ($896 million) and ensuring all
outstanding payments. They also plan to retain all
current PIA employees for 2-3 years, continuing to
pay salaries and benefits during this peniod.
thorities regarding the offer.

Al-Nihang's Group is not well-known, but the
CEO's website mentions his previous roles as a mag-
istrate in Jhang and a nominated senator in 1996. He
has also worked in the UK and Canada, where he
facilitated negotiations for an airline treaty between
Pakistan and Canada.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

The government had pre-qualified six groups for
PIA’s privatisation process in June, but only one bid-
der, Bme World City, participated in the recent bid-
ding round. Their bid fell below the government-set
minimum price of Rs85 billion ($304 million). The
privatisation of PIA has been a contentious issue
in the past due to concerns about potential layoffs.
Other issues raised by bidders include inconsistent
government commumication, unattractive ferms and
taxes, as well as the flag carrier’s legacy problems
and reputation.

The government’s attempts to
attract Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI) from Muslim and
friendly countries like China
have been unsuccessful, despite
the Prime Minister’s efforts to
travel abroad and invite foreign
leaders to explore opportunities
for expanding investment

diversification

Struggling with a weak economy and to meet a
core condition of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), the government strove to privatise the nation-
al flag carrier Pakistan International Airlines (PIA)
but ended up on a highly disappointed note when
the sole bidder did not exceed the price more than

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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Rs 10billion against the reserved price of Rs85.03
billion. This indeed has put heads of all down in
shame for this yawning disparity between the gov-
ernment demand and the market value assessed by
the bidder. The government has taken to other av-
enues of economic buildup besides privatisation of
the national assets which have been going in huge
loss over decades showing a permanent burden on
the national exchequer.

The Prime Minister of Pakistan has visited nu-
merous countries to attract investments to Pakistan,
but assurances were given to him and no purchas-
es were made by government organisations. In re-
sponse to Pakistan's urgent need for mvestments,
the government has extended invitations to several
countries including Malaysia, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia, UAE, Qatar, Uzbekistan, the UK and Turkey
to address the economic slowdown of Pakistan and
debt restructuring challenges. Even Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) from China, Pakistan's largest
investor, has faced a significant decline. With pro-
longed political and economic uncertainties in the
country, domestic investors are exploring opportuni-
ties to diversify their investments overseas.

In June, the government pre-qualified six groups,
but only one, a real-estate development company
called Blue World City, participated in the final
bidding process. The Privatisation Commission re-
quested the bidder to match the minimum bid, but
Blue World City's chairman, SaadNazir expressed
‘understanding’ if the bid was not accepted. Nazir is
considering mmvolving Chinese and Turkish investors
with expertise in aviation. The government aimed to
sell a 51-100% stake in the debt-ndden PIA to raise
finds and reform state-owned enterprises, but the
lack of competitive bids suggests challenges in the
privatisation process. PIA's assets, including aircraft
and operational routes, are valued at approximate-
Iy Rs 152 billion. However, PIA is currently on the
market for sale, with an average of 304 employees
per aircraft, as reported by the head of the aviation
division to a National Assembly committee.

During a comprehensive briefing to the Standing
Committee on Aviation, SaifAnjum, the aviation di-
vision secretary, disclosed that PLA operates a fleet
of 34 aircraft, with 13 on dry lease and the remain-
mng owned by the airline. Presently, PLA employs a
total of 10,323 individuals, consisting of 7,399 reg-
ular employees and 2,924 outsourced workers. PIA
1s grappling with losses, substantial debt, an ageing
fleet, and requires significant investment to become
profitable, according to industry experts.

Mohammed Sohail, CEO of Topline Securities,
highlighted the gap between the bid and reference
price, indicating the government's need to consider
the bid or reassess its privatisation strategy for PIA.
The bidding process, initially scheduled for October
1, was postponed to October 31. Concerns raised by
potential bidders, including doubts about the gov-
ernment’s commitment to long-term agreements,
reflect uncertainties surrounding the future of the
flag carnier.

In a surprising move, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government expressed interest in purchasing PIA to
transform the loss-making entity into a profitable
Mimster Ali Amin Gandapur's direction, conveyed
its willingness to participate in PIA's future privat-
ization bidding, emphasizing the airline’s national
significance and the need to safeguard it from pri-
vate or foreign ownership.

In a press conference, Federal Minister for Pri-
vatisation Abdul Aleem Khan affirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to privatising PIA transpar-
ently and efficiently He emphasised the need for
improved regulations and funding to fransform PIA
into a profitable entity, highlighting his efforts to
streamline operations within the Mimstry of Com-
munications. Aleem underscored the importance of
privatising PIA while addressing concerns and criti-
cisms and highlighted the airline’s potential and the
government's commitment to ensuring its success.
He also mentioned ongoing privatisation efforts for
other entities and highlighted the government's fo-
cus on attracting investments and fostering econom-
ic growth.
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- PTCL Group gets ‘Best Business
Strategles and Expansmn award

PTCL

Best Business
Strategy & Expansion

Business | '*'“' at

& Expanslon

Prealdent and Group CEO Df PTCL E:r Ufﬂne 4G Hatf'm Bamatraf’ emph&&.lsed that PTC.L
Group’s achievement at the SAMENA LEAD Awards 2024 showcases its dedication
to fostering growth through strategic business expansion. This accomplishment
underscores their commitment to excellence, innovation, and providing outstanding
customer satisfaction throughout the region

TCL Group, Pakistan's largest ICT services

provider, has won the ‘Best Business Strate-

gy and Expansion’ award at the [.eadership

and Excellence Awards in Digital Develop-
ment (LEAT) by the SAMENA Telecommunica-
tions Council held in Dubai recently.

SAMENA Council's Leadership & Excellence
Awards in Digital Development concluded with 34
recognitions given across four regions and PTCL
Group of them. It recognised telecom operators
and regulators across South Asia, the Middle East,
North Africa, and Central Asia in the categories of
Innovation Excellence, Business Leadership, User
Expernience Delivery, Fixed Wireless Access Suc-
ﬂcsa,ananguIator}rEﬂablcmcﬂt.

The prestigious award received by President and
Group CEO of PTCL & Ufone 4G, Hatem Bama-
traf in recognition of the company’s relentless ef-
forts to inmovate and broaden its market presence.

Moreover, the award is an acknowledgement
of PTCL. Group's exceptional business strategies,
which have enabled the company to take challenges
head-on, make strategic decisions, and successfully
position itself on a path of sustained growth and
SUCCESS.

Commenting on the achievement, Hatem Bama-
traf said: “PTCL Group’s success at the SAMENA

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

LEAD Awards 2024 is a reflection of our commuit-
ment to driving growth through strategic business

The Group continues to
introduce new produects and

services to reach a broader
customer base, while also
bridging the communiecation
gap with the underserved
regions in Pakistan

we have made in contributing to the telecom sector
and positions PTCL as a leader in the highly com-

petitive global telecom industry. It is a testament to
our dedication to excellence, innovation, and deliv-
ering exceptional customer satisfaction across the
region.”

PTCL Group has always been at the forefront
when it comes to business strategies that have al-
lowed it to remain competitive in the dynamic tele-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

com landscape. The Group continues to introduce
new products and services to reach a broader cus-
gap with the underserved regions in Pakistan.

The SAMENA LEAD Awards 2024, organised
by the SAMENA Telecommmnications Council,
celebrate outstanding achievements in the telecom
sector, recognising the efforts of operators, and reg-
ulators across national, regional, and global levels.

The LEAD Business Excellence Awards is a
platform where leading companies like PT'CL show-
case their transformative contributions to the tele-
com industry, inspiring others to pursue innovation
and leadership.

This recognition reinforces PTCL Group’s com-
mitment to confimious innovation, growth, and the
delivery of cutting-edge telecom services.

Since 2018, there has been much progress made

on fifth-generation mobile network deployment in
the region, with operators having achieved signifi-
cant milestones and regulatory authonties having
supported market and technology development as
well as costomer-centric service offerings through
impressive new initiatives that support the market
and the end-user.
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National kitty suffers

Rs90 billion loss as
P'TA officials benetfit

LLDI opcrators on
renewal fees issue

Despite their expired licenses, PTA officials deliberately delayed settling the issue of non-renewal fees
to benefit Long Distance International (LDI) operators financially. This allowed the operators to
continue their services without paying fees to the government, resulting in significant losses of around
Rs90 billion to the national exchequer in non-renewal fees.

LDI operators filed court cases to prolong the issue prompting the Law and Justice Division to advise
PTA to filc applications for the vacation of thc stay orders in court. Despite being bound by
regulations, the operators violated them by not paying renewal fees or cooperating to end the problem
of grey traffic in the country.

Some officials of the Ministry of IT and Telecom, such as former IT secretary Captain (Retd)
Muhammad Mehmood, were also implicated in the LDI issue. Mehmood was removed from his
position for issuing an illegal policy directive. The Ministry of IT and Telecom (MolTT) and Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) face the challenge of taking decisive action against these
operators, as the issue now concerns national wealth and requires immediate resolution through
dialogue and legal measures. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has instructed a review of all cases
involving court stays against government actions. Both Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Army
Chief Asim Munir may advise LDI operators to peacefully resolve the issue without using force or
harsh measures
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he ongoing conflict between government
bodies and (Long Distance International
(LDT) companies is resulting in signifi-
cant financial losses to the national ex-
chequer due to delays in the recovery renewal fees
and grey traffic 1ssues. A high-level committee es-
tablished by the Ministry of IT and Telecom to re-
solve the matter with 10 LDI companies has been
disbanded. The oufstanding dues owed by these
companies have now escalated to around Rs90 bil-
. lion, with Rs24.11 bil-
lion in principal amount
and additional late pay-
ment surcharges accu
mulating. This situation
could potentially lead

to disruptions in mobile
and internet services, as

. — well as ATM t
Shehbaz Sharif VoL i
Prime Minister of Pakistan if licenses fﬂerE._Dls_
tance International

(LDT) operators are not renewed promptly.

The Ministry of IT and Telecom as well as the
telecom regulator have failed to reach any settle-
ment with Long Distance & International (LDT)
operators, with 80 per cent of these companies
functioning without valid licences.

There were 10 companies solely operating as
1.DTs, but only 4B Gentel and Multinet have val-
id operating licences. The operating licences of
Worldcall, Redtone, ADG LDI, Telecard, Dan-
com, Wisecomm, Circlenet and Wateen have ex-
pired, but they are not renewing them due fo a
dispute with the Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) as well as the IT Ministry.

The PTA had issued
a warning that mobile
and internet services,
as well as ATM oper-
ations, could face sig-
nificant disruption due
to the non-renewal of
licenses for Lomng-Dis-
tance International
{LDT) operators. How-
ever, this is doubtful.

According to the report, around 50% of mobile
traffic and 10% of internet traffic are at risk of be-
ing affected by the ongoing licensing dispute. The
report also indicated that several mobile towers
could go offline, and approximately 40% of ATMs
across the country may cease functioning. Inter-
national communications to and from Pakistan
could also be impacted, as transitioning services
to other operators may disrupt global traffic.

The deployment of Web Management Solu-
tion controlled grey traffic drastically but needs to
do more. The government has enhanced the Web
Management System (WMS) to more effectively
regulate and manage online content across the
country.

This system, recently upgraded not only mon-
itors grey traffic but also independently monitors,
identifies, and blocks websites and mobile applica-
tions engaged in unlawful activities, personal data
breaches, or content deemed harmful to nation-
al institutions. The upgraded capabilities of the
WMS now allow the PTA to autonomously block
confent, significantly enhancing the system’s effi-
ciency and responsiveness.

The root of the issue lies in a financial dispute
between telecom companies and the Ministry of
IT over unpaid dues. The ministry’'s steering com-
mittee has yet to develop a plan to address these
payments, leading the PTA to condition the re-
newal of licences on the settlement of outstanding
amounts.

The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) has blacklisted 1,407 CNICs and blocked
27,626 SIMs/oumbers in a bid to control grey traf-
ficking which i1s not only causing losses to the na-
tional exchequer but also posing securify threats.

The PTA has been taking action against ille-
gal gateways which terminated grey international
calls. Such gateways predominantly use mobile
SIMs identified through data mining and grey traf-

Wfagor Genem] (R

Hafeezur Rehman.
Chamrman PTA
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fic detection systems. In this regard, around 3.6
million 5IMs have been blocked since 2020,

From 2021 to 2023, the Authority continuous-
Iy took action against SIMs and associated mobile
handset IMEIs and CINICs for fraudulent commu-
nication.

The PTA blocked 22,984 IMEIs and issued
warnings to 123,741 mobile numbers/SIMs regis-
tered against fraudsters CINIC.

The Ministry of I'T and Telecom
as well as telecom regulators
have failed to reach any set-

tlement with Long Distance &
International (LLDI) operators
while 80 per cent of these
companies continue to function
without valid licences

The sale channels were found to be involved
in the illegal issuance of SIMs. During the raid,
3,550 pre-active SIMs, three BVS dewvices, 748
silicon thumbs, 11,000 digital fingerprints, and a
printer were confiscated.

Access Promotion Contribution (APC), intro-
duced under the 2003 telecom deregulation poli-
cy, is a contribution made by LD1I operators from
their profits towards the Universal Service Fund
{USF) for telecom infrastructure expansion in un-
served and underserved areas to foster teledensity.
The APC for the USF regime was introduced to-
wards the end of 2006.

The 1LDI operators argue that the dispute arose
when PTA began applying rates notified for Ac-
cess Promotion Contribution for Local Loop
{APCL) — a category payable to local loop op-
erators licensed to provide public voice and data
communication services — to the APC for USF

payments.

This switch in calculations introduced legal
and logical inconsistencies. “*L.DT operators are de-
manding compliance with the prevalent law and,
in particular, compliance with the rules and reg-
ulations that provide a clear formula to calculate
APC for USE” argues an 1.1 executive.
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Operators insist that PTA had proposed that
their exaggerated calculation of APC for USF be

taken as a basis for instalment plans or for an up-
front payment of the entire demand without con-
sideration of the prevalent law and the subjudice
nature of the matter. Such a proposal is so prepos-
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terous and was offered only to force operators to
let go of their legal stand in the courts to get their
licenses renewed, L.D1 operators insist.

The presentation also lists the implications of
the non-renewal of LDI licenses on account of
outstanding dues. Such an extreme action would
affect half of the current mobile traffic and around
10per cent of internet traffic, besides shutting
down around 40 per cent ATM machines. Further-
more, the restoration of these services would take
significant fime.

Likewise, some
1DIs operate satellite
hubs with substantial
throughput capacities,
supporting critical re-
mote communication
and banking. Moreover,
infernational communi-
cation could suffer, as
the nine LT operators
currently handle 21 per cent of Pakistan's incom-
ing voice traffic.

Cross-border data links with Afghanistan,
managed by these operators would also be at risk,
potentially leading to significant connectivity is-
sues.

“The operators are not asking for leniency or
forgiveness; they are seeking justice and correct
application of the law. This dispute could have
serious ramifications for Pakistan's telecom infra-
structure. Besides, tens of thousands of jobs are
also at risk, adding further urgency to finding a fair
resolution,” the LD executive goes on.

At its core, the APC dispute between LD oper-
ators and PTA/MoITT
1s a matter of financial
fairness and legal accu-
racy. The primary issue
remains the calculation
of APC for USF and
PTA's continued insis-
tence on demanding in-
flated payments.

Grey traffic involves
using illegal channels to
terminate calls on mobile and fixed networks. This
allows calls from foreign countries to be treated
as local calls. Grey traffic operators gain financial
advantage by offering low rates internationally.

A grey route is a route by which traffic enters
a telecommunications network that is not sanc-
tioned by the mobile network operator (MNO]).
Typically, this will mean international AZP mes-
sages being sent as though they were cheaper traf-
fic such as local A2P or P2P.

Sometimes grey routes can refer to routing
practices which are not illegal in the sender's
country but are illegal in the receiver’s (the victim
of the grey route in this case). This makes it very
important that MINOs not only consider their fire-
wall setup but also have a clear view of the legal
and commercial aspects of their business.

Pakistan has been losing one billion US dollars
anmually in recent years due to grey traffic, which
involves the use of illegal exchanges for making
international calls outside of legal routes and ex-
changes. Despite efforts by the FIA and PTA to
crack down on illegal gateway exchanges, the issue
stands as if is.

Grey traffic can include VoIP calls that bypass
traditional telephony systems without proper au-
thorisation or agreements with the carriers. This
can lead to revenue loss for legitimate service pro-
viders.

Grey traffic can also refer to the use of VPNs
or other methods to access content that is restrict-
ed or not licensed in certain regions. While not
outright illegal, this can violate terms of service
agreements.

Service providers may suffer financial losses
due to grey traffic, as it often involves bypassing
legitimate channels. Grey traffic may lead to in-
consistent quality and security issues, as it often
does not adhere to the standards set by legitimate
providers.

Syed Asim Munir
Chief of Army Staff

Shaza Fatima Khawaja

Sdmisier oF State IT, Telecom
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Rs500billion Neelam
Jehlum project raises
Serlous questlons
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Consumersalso hl qhhqhted thecollectionofbillionsofrupees
through the Neelum Jhelum surcharge and questioned
the closure of the project after this collection was made.
Kstimates of repair costs for the project were discussed, with
conflicting figures mentioned during the hearing

he collapse of the 269MW Neelum Jhe-

lum Hydropower Project (NJHP) has

by the National Electric Power Regulato-
ry Authority (NEPRA). During a NEPRA hearning,
the use of an Al-generated report by ChatGPT to
analyze the collapse was questioned by interveners.
The report’s findings were compared to those of the
experts hired for the project, with more information
available from ChatGPT, as noted by Federal Min-
ister for Planning Ahsan Igbal.

The planning minister swiftty opened his
ChatGPT account, revealing that the report’s solu-
tions and findings were readily available through
the chatbot. According to two attendees, he took
a jab at the experts, remarking that what had cost
Rs100 million to uncover was accessible for free.

A planning ministry handout issued after the
meeting stated that “the meeting was held to discuss
progress and potential solutions for the rehabilita-
tion of the Neelum Jhelum Hydro Fower Project”.

The project had been built by spending Rs500
billion and it remained in the news for the wrong
reasons. In violation of the engineening gmdelines,
the project work was done in haste to win political
applauses, said a member of the cabinet.

Member of NEPRA, Magsood Anwar Khan,
suggested that an investigation may be needed
into the generation of the report using ChatGPT.
The authority was asked about the closure of the

FACEEQOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINECOFFICIAL |

Neelum Jhelum hydropower project and its impact
on consumers. NEPRA Chairman mentioned that
since the project operates on a take-and-pay mode,
its closure would not directly burden consumers.

However, concerns were raised about the loss of
a cheaper energy source for consumers due to the
project’s closure.

During a NEPRA hearing, the
use of an Al-generated report
by ChatGPT to analyze the
collapse was questioned by in-
terveners. The report’s findings
were compared to those of the
experts hired for the project,

with more information available
from ChatGPT

Consumers also highlighted the collection of
billions of rupees through the Neelum Jhelum sur-
charge and questioned the closure of the project af-
ter such a collection was made. Estimates of repair
costs for the project were discussed, with conflict-
ing figures mentioned during the hearing. NEPRA
Chairman emphasised that a solid estimate of re-
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pair costs is needed before any decisions can be
made. Questions were raised about holding the
companies involved in designing and constructing
the NJHF accountable. The Chairman mentioned
that an inquiry committee formed by the Prime
Minister is investigating the project, and decisions
will be made based on the findings of the inquiry
report. The collapse of the Neelum Jhelum project
has led to significant financial losses and concerns
about accountability and transparency in large-scale
infrastructure projects. The rejection of a costly re-
port and the call for independent validation signal a
move towards greater transparency, but further ac-
tions are needed to ensure accountability and pre-
vent similar failures in the future.

People are already understandably upset that
they must bail the government out of its many
troubles, with the power sector being a particular-
Iy thorny issue. The news of a likely long NJHPP
breakdown has come particularly at an uncomfort-
able time for everybody. Energy has become unaf-
fordable for a large population in the country. And
with another IMF programme, and more taxes and
inflated bills, just around the corner, people’s anger
might soon boil to uncontrollable levels.

Therefore, the least the government can do is

ensure that its own order of a proper investigation
into the WJHPP disaster is carried out, transparent-

Iy and efficiently. That is the least to be expected.
Yet, given its performance, even this much seems
too much to ask for.

However, the consumer contested the chair-
man's remarks saying that despite being on take
and pay, the closure of the project is causing con-
sumer loss. The closure of NJHP is depriving the
consumers of cheaper sources of energy, it was
axgucdunﬂmmdcnfth:mnsumnrlfthnpmjcd

gued. Besides, he said that billions of rupees were
collected from the consumers on account of the
Neelum Jhelum surcharge and now the project is
closed down. This means that all the money collect-
ed from the consumers on account of surcharge is
wasted, he stressed.

Anocther consumer said that the cost estimate
of the repair of NJHP is Rs250 billion. However,
chairman Nepra said that there is no estimate of the
repair cost of Neelum JThelum yet. As long as there
is a solid estimate, only then the government will
plan what to do, he said. The consumer asked that
what would happen to the company that designed
the NJHP and the construction company. Will they
be brought to justice, he asked.

Chairman Nepra said that the inquiry commit-
tee formed by the prime munister is working on
the Neelum Jhelum Hydropower Project. Nothing
could be said until the Pime Minister approves the
inquiry report, he added. It is worth noting that ma-
jor cracks were discovered in the headrace tunnel in
April 2024 and the project was officially shut down
on May 2, 2024. Prime Minister Shahbaz Shanf
constituted a committee to recommend remedial
measures for the repair/rehabilitation of the Head
Race Tunnel (HRT) of the 969MW Neelum Jhe-
Ium Hydropower Project (MJTHPF). The committee
under the chairmanship of the Planning Minister
will also give recommendations on the financial
cost of the work and the source of funding.

The experts sought permission to proceed to in-
stall proper ventilation and lighting to protect the
health of the workers in the tunnel and facilitate the
inspection and identification of tunnel and lining
failures. However, there was no agreement on this
point in the meeting.

Based on the risk assessment, the consultants
were required to develop a preferred tunnel recov-
ery plan and implementation of long-term stabili-
sation measures.

According to a report by an English daily, an in-
dependent panel of experts had raised red flags last
year about the headrace tunnel (HRT) of the proj-
ect, as well as recommending preventive measures
that were not implemented before the 969-mega-
watt project, valued at over Rs500 billion, was shut
down in May.
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- Polio vaccinators
exposed to attacks
deeplte

govt efforts

A comprehensive strategy is needed to gain the trust of
communities, especially in remote areas like the Northern
Areas, where scepticism towards vaccinations persists
due to unawareness of the benefits of this treatment to the
children in their lives. It is the right time to understand
that the entire nation values the services and sacrifices of
the anti-polio team in making Pakistan free of this disease

dkistan remains endemic for polio due to

ongoing attacks on polio workers which

hinder the efforts to eradicate the polio

threats. Terronst attacks on vaccinators
have increased, leading to casualties among se-
curity personnel and polio workers since 2012. A
comprehensive strategy is needed to gain the trust
of communities, especially in remote areas like the
Northern Areas, where scepticism towards vaccina-
tions persists due to unawareness about the benefits
of this treatment to their children in their lives. It is
the right time to understand that the entire nation
values the services and sacrifices of the anfi-polio
team in making Pakistan free of this disease. The
attacks are continuing, despite campaigns run by
the government to persuade people that vaccination
against polio is essential to keep their children safe.

India’s population of 1.45 billion has surpassed
China but this country has been declared polio-free
along with the entire Southeast Asian region, and
the whole country cheered the historic and notable
culmination of one of the longest public health im-
tiatives to date.

Our other neighbour Afghanistan is at risk of
a polio outbreak, health officials have warned after
the Taliban suspended the vaccination campaign
over security fears and restrictions on women.

Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Nagvi has
strongly condemned the terrorist attack on a po-
lio team in Orakzai. He paid tribute to the bravery
of two police personnel who were martyred while
fighting the terrorists.

Mohsin Nagvi commended the police personnel
for neutralising three terrorists, stating that the mar-
tyred personnel courageously foiled the terrorists’
nefarious plans.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

The interior minister said the martyred police
personnel are national heroes, who sacrificed their
lives while safeguarding the polio team. He noted
that the terrorist attack on the polio team was an
assault on Palastan’s future. He added the nation
salutes the brave police personnel.

Those involved m this unfortunate incident
would be arrested and punished as soon as posst-
ble. The anti-polio team would also be provided
with complete government support and security
arrangements to contimie their work without any
hindrance,

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharnf
expressed government's resolve to make Palastan
a polio-free country, stressing the need for unified
action in this regard.

“We will not rest until we have permanently de-
feated polio”, he said while chairing a meeting on

Commending the efforts of the government's
polio team in combating the disease, he directed
the Coordinator for National Health Dr. Mukhtar
Ahmed Bharath, Polio Focal Person Ayesha Raza
Faroog, and the Secretary of National Health to
visit the most affected areas during the recent polio
campaign.

The prime minister also directed to conduct a
third-party audit of the anfi-polio campaign. Addi-
tionally, he emphasised the need to develop a com-
prehensive strategy to address the immunity gap.
In the meeting, the prime minister was briefed on
recent polio cases and the eradication campaign.

Currently, the number of active polio cases in
the country stands at 41, out of which 25 are such
in whom routine immumization coverage is not
better.
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The briefing also highlighted that the spread of
polio was lower in areas with better vaccination
rates.

In polio eradication campaigns, Bill and Me-
linda Gates Foundation co-founder Bill Gates' co-
operation and support had been consistent in the
last many years to the fune of millions of dollars,
he said and added that the investment in polio
eradication programme in Pakistan had been sig-
nificant as during the year 2022 it stood at $240
million, in 2023, $263 million and in 2024, $297
million.

Sindh Home Minister, Zia-ul-Hassan Lanjar,
has directed the officers concerned to ensure com-
prehensive security arrangements for the ongoing
anti-polio campaign.

He emphasized the importance of securing all
levels of the campaign, with a special focus on
categorising union councils to enhance security
measures.

Zia-ul-Hassan Lanjar instructed the deploy-
ment of police commandos to safegnard polio
workers and teams in sensitive union councils.
He also stressed the implementation of a “cor-
don strategy” during security operations, ensuring
thorough surveillance of areas, streets, and routes
by local police stations.

The minister called for increased police patrols,
snap-checking, and blockades across all districts.
He also urged the reinforcement of the advanced
intelligence collection system for better coordina-

Zia-ul-Hassan Lanjar further instructed district
55Ps to closely momnitor the security arrangements
during the campaign. He emphasized that SHOs
must be present in their respective areas and pro-
vide real-time updates via wireless communica-
tion systems.

Additionally, the Home Minister ordered dis-
trict authorities to ensure proper accommodation
and meals for officers and personnel assigned to
security duties during the polio campaign.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has
confirmed 18 new cases of polio infection in the
country so far this year, a significant increase from
the six cases reported in 2023. Local healthcare
workers say these numbers could be higher as
many cases have not yet been detected.

The Taliban had “temporarily sospended”
polio vaccinations in Afghanistan, a health offi-
cial involved with the campaign confirmed to the
Guardian, because of security concerns and wom-
en's involvement in administering vaccines.

A highly infectious viral disease, polio can
cause paralysis and death, particularly in infants
and young children.

“The reason behind the postponing of the po-
lio campaign is the issues with the modality of

implementation,” the health official explained on

Sajid Zia

India’s population of 1.45 billion
has surpassed that of China but
this country has been declared
polio-free along with the entire
Southeast Asian region

condition of anonymity. “The leadership of the
current government has ordered us to not conduct
door-to door campaigns.”

Instead, the Taliban government wants to shift
vaccination efforts to local mosques, with the ex-
pectation that families would bring their children
to get doses.

“This is very bad news for the polio pro-
gramme,” the official said. “For the eradication to
be successful, we need to cover more than 95% of
the children with two doses of the vaccine.

“But without the door-to-door campaigns, we
will not be able to reach [that target]. It puts the
whole counfry at risk, even the region.”

Afghanistan and Pakistan are the only two re-
maining couniries in the world where the polio vi-
rus is endemic.
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" Internet freedom 1n
Pakistan under strict
govt restrictions

The report uses a “standard methodology to determine
each country’s internet freedom score on a 100-point
scale” to document how governments censor and control
the digital sphere. Pakistan scored 27 out of 100 (not free)
along with 21 countries, including China, Saudi Arabia,
UAE, and Iran. India, with a score of 50, was declared
‘partly free’ along with 3l other countries. Nineteen
countries were ranked ‘free’ by the report

5 global internet freedom declined for the
14th consecutive year, Pakistan has joined
the ranks of almost two dozen couninies
have been declared ‘not free’ for dol-
mg out harsh punishments and imposing curbs on
the internet. In its report Freedom on the Net 2024,
Freedom House — a Washington DC-based organi-
sation that tracks democracy and threats to freedom
around the world — has assessed internet freedom
m 72 countries. The report uses a “standard meth-
odology to determine each counfry’s internet free-
dom score on a 100-point scale” to document how
governments censor and control the digital sphere.
Palastan scored 27 out of 100 (not free) along with
21 countries, including China, Saudi Arabia, UAE,
and Iran. India, with a score of 50, was declared
‘partly free' along with 31 other countries. Nineteen
countries were ranked ‘free’ by the report. The crite-
nia used to determine this score were spread across
eight categories — internet connectivity deliberately
disrupted; social media platforms blocked; websites
hosting political, social, or religious content blocked;
mternet users arrested or imprisoned for online activ-
ihies; internet users physically attacked or killed for
online activities; pro-government commentators ma-
nipulating online discussion; new law or directive in-
creasing surveillance or restricting anonymity passed;
and new law or directive increasing censorship or
punishment passed.
Of these eight, Palastan checked seven boxes, bar-
ning the passage of a ‘new law or directive increasing

FACEBEOQOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

surveillance or restriching anonyrmty’.

Freedom House said protections for human rights
online diminished in 27 of the 72 countries, with 18
states earning improvements. In at least 56 of the 72
countries covered by the report, internet users were
arrested due to their political, social, or religious ex-
pression. In at least 43 countries, people were physi-
cally attacked or killed in retaliation for their online

According to the 2024 report, over 5 billion peo-
ple have access to the internet and 79 percent live
mn countries where individuals were arrested or im-
prisoned for posting content on political, social, or
religious issues. For the first ime in 10 years, China
shared its designation as the world's worst environ-
ment for internet freedom with Myanmar, where the
military regime imposed a new censorship system
that ratcheted up restnichions. Palustan has a com-
bination of private and publicly run service provid-
ers. The PTA, the government regulator, exerts sig-
processes32 —powers it is granted under section 5(2)
(a) of the Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-organiza-
tion) Act, 1996.

Since July 17, 2024, after the coverage period,
WhatsApp has been inaccessible in Palastan. Though
to greater global internet outages, Meta, the com-
mumnications platform’s parent company, refiuted
the claims, sharing that WhatsApp was unavailable
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“due to the country's internal internet 1ssue” and that
"Meta has nothing to do with this.”

Since the PTA does not publish a list of blocked
websites, mformation about blocking is often anec-
dotal and only accessible on a case-by-case basis. In
January 2024, in its 2023 annual report, the PTA re-
ported blocking 1.4 million URLs for a range of un-
lawful activities, including those related to the securi-
ty and defence of Palastan, decency and morality, the
glory of Islam, and defamation and impersonation.
In January 2024, the PTA blocked two of the PTI
party’s websites ahead of the general elections; both
sites remained blocked as of the end of the coverage
period. The PTA has previously blocked social me-
dia and communications apps, including brief blocks
of TikTok in 2020 and 2021. The dating apps Tinder,
Grindr, Tagged, Skout, and SayHi have been blocked
since 2020.75 The PTA previously blocked Facebook,

Pakistan is currently facing
widespread internet disrup-
tions, which is causing
significant challenges for both
freelancers and social media
users. The decline in services
has been a source of increasing
frustration, especially among
the youth who rely on a stable
internet for their means of
earning.

X, and YouTube for nearly a full week in May 2023
following the arrest of former Prime Minister Imran
Khan. Access to YouTube was also intermittently dis-
rupted in Aupust and September 2022 amidst a larger
Angust 2022 ban on broadcasting Khan's speeches on
television. Additionally, the PTA restricted access to
Wilkapedia for two days in February 2023 because the
platform refused to remove content the PTA deemed
“sacrilegions.” The government also allegedly has
access to censorship equipment. Palkistan is one of
several countries reported to have purchased website
blocking and filtering equipment from Sandvine, a
Canadian-based network equipment company. In
January 2024, the PTA confirmed that it was plan-
ning to upgrade its WMS surveillance systems,
which use deep packet mspection technology to
assist the PTA in censoring and blocking content
at the gateway level. Even today, Pakistan is facing
widespread internet disruptions, which are causing
significant challenges for freelancers and social me-
dia users. The decline in services has been a source
of increasing frustration, especially among the youth
who rely on a stable internet for their means of earn-
ing. Freelancers all over the country cannot meet
deadlines and sustain international projects due to
slow mternet speeds and mobile network blackouts.

The consequence is a decreasing number of cli-
ents and endangered long-term cooperation, many
freelancers stated that they have concerns about the
loss of mcome and the deterioration of their busi-
ness image. It has not been the first time that mter-
net disruptions have impacted the economy of Pa-
instability, a ime when telecom operators may shut
down mobile networks to avert anarchy. However,
these measures entail a high cost economically, es-
pecially to the freelance sector which is essenfial in
the IT export market of the country. Experts warn
that Pakistan could face millions in economuic losses
if the issue persists, with freelancers at risk of losing
authorities are being urged to resolve the internet is-
sues. Though security considerafions may sometimes
pose a threat to the emerging freelance market in Pa-
kistan and the country’s digital economy. The best
approach is to strike a balance between security and
the ability of thousands of people working remotely
across the country.
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THE FALETTI'S BANQUETS

Presenting you a chance to celebrate your weddinds with
our special wedding packade

UAN : 042 111 444 333
24-Ergerton Road Lahore
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5 global air pollution reaches alarming

levels, Lahore and Delhi emerge as the

most affected cities in the world, each

ing with severe air quality crises.

Lahore, with a staggering Air Quality Index (AQI)

of 232, holds the unfortunate title of the most pol-

luted city globally. This perilous level of pollution

poses serious health risks, leading to respiratory ail-

ments, eye irmitation, and skin infections among its
residents.

There are many reasons for air pollution in La-
hore, including smog, smoke emissions from near-
by factory areas, vehicles emitting pollutants, and
open-air restaurants. It is a pity that despite all these
obvious factors of emvironmental pollution, no ac-
tions are taken but the measures are confined only
to lip services and advertisements.

The main sources of pollution are older vehicles
such as rickshaws, trains, and motorcycles powered
by mternal combustion engines. These vehicles are
less fuel-efficient and have outdated emission control
systems, leading to the release of carbon dioxide, ni-
trogen oxides, and particulate matter. The situation
of environmental hazards is muoch more serious in
Palastan than in other countries and the authorities
also very well know about that but they are inactive
as the layman does not seem their priority.

While other countries, especially in the West,
are transitioning to hybrid and electric vehicles,
Pakistan, particularly Lahore, has not evolved and
failed to keep pace with metropolitan cities in other
civilised countries due to a lack of awareness and
source of pollution is crop burning, which is prac-
tised in Lahore and other areas of Punjab. Farmers
burn crops intentionally, leading to the exchange of
smoke between the regions and causing pollution
and smog.

The only solution is to reach out to those peo-
ple because they don't care about how to keep their
surroundings clean. They need to be educated to
learn and maintain hygiene. Most people in Paki-
stan, especialty Lahore, are mentally disturbed. The
government is bound by duty to address the issue
yet, it also also falls in our responsibilities to make
efforts to save the environment at the mdividual and
collective level.

Like most big cities in Punjab, Lahore is sur-
Lakhpat, Bund Road, Katar Bund, Daroghawala,
Sundar, and Rarwind. Several smaller/cottage in-
dustries also exist in densely populated areas like Sa-

Even though there has been some action on
wvehicles emitting too much smoke, Palastan's auto
policy does not include any long-term measures for
improving mileage and emissions, as none of the
cars produced here are hybrids (let alone moving to
EVs as a long-term policy). Major cities like T.ahore
are also victims of this policy, as there is too much
traffic on the roads.

While other countries, especial-
ly in the West, are transitioning
to hybrid and eleetric vehicles,

Pakistan, particularly Lahore,
has not evolved and failed to
keep pace with other metropol-
itan cities of the world due to a
lack of awareness and educa-
tion for the people

Punjab, being largely agricultural, also faces a
huge problem of stubble burning that adds to air
pollution.

The Pakistan Meteorological Department
(PMD) issued an advisory warning of rising smog
levels due to industrial pollution, and vehicle emis-
sions. This can lead to severe health risks, including

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |
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Broad-based efforts
needed to combat

o b

smog in Lahore
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Lahore, like most big cities in Punjab, is surrounded by
several industrial areas including Kot Lakhpat, Bund
Road, Katar Bund, Daroghawala, Sundar, and Raiwind.
Not to mention, several smaller/cottage industries exist
in densely populated areas like Samanabad and inside
Wallet City. All these industries have been releasing toxic
chemicals to both the air and water for years, with the least

checks by authorities

respiratory issues and asthma. Major cities like La-
hore, Faisalabad, and Gujranwala are particularly
affected.

Despite the increasing smog, the weather fore-
parts of Pakistan, with isolated rain expected in
northern regions. The temperature 1s high in Octo-
ber; between 38°C in multiple southern cities, while
Lahore observed a mazxmum of 33°C.

Sources in the Ministry of Finance say the cost
of the artificial rain initiative 15 estimated to be
Rs350 million. The meteorological and environ-
ment departments will play key roles in the execu-
tion of the initiative.

Artificial rain is also known as cloud seeding,
and it is a weather modification technique that aims
to shmulate precipitation. This is done by infroduc-
ing different substances into clouds that further pro-
mote the formation of raindrops or snowflakes. This
whole process 1s known as cloud seeding.

It is used for rainfall in areas that are experienc-
ing drought or suffering from poor air quality. This
process can be performed either from a plane or
drone, or particles can be shot up from the ground.

It is impossible to describe the whole extent of

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

potential and actual damage caused by all forms of
air pollution. But here are the main consequences:

On the environment: Air pollution has a major
impact on the process of plant evolution by prevent-
ing photosynthesis in many cases, with serious con-
sequences for the purification of the air we breathe.
It also contributes to the formation of acid rain, and
atmospheric precipitations in the form of rain, frost,
snow, or fog, which are released during the combus-
tion of fossil fuels and transformed by contact with
water steam in the atmosphere.

On top of that, air pollution is a major contrib-
utor to global warming and climate change. In fact,
the abundance of carbon dioxide in the air is one of
the causes of the greenhouse effect. Normally, the
presence of greenhouse gases should be beneficial
for the planet because they absorb the infrared radi-
ation produced by the surface of the earth. But, the
excessive concentration of these gases in the atmo-
sphere is the cause of the recent climate change.

Our continual exposure to air pollutants 1s re-
sponsible for the deterioration of human health. Air
pollution is indeed a significant risk factor for hu-
and cardiovascular diseases, as well as lung damage.
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Tik'Tok offloads 30m Pakistani
videos of 79m worldwide as harmful

The report emphasizes TikTok’s

proactive content moderation strategy in Pakistan,

providing insight into the removal of content and accounts that breached the
platform’s Community Guidelines

1 its ongoing efforts to promote a safe and pos-
itive user experience, TikTok has removed 79
illion videos removed in Pakistan alone.

Notably, 144,430,133 of these videos were re-
moved through automated systems, showcasing the
platform’s innovative use of detection technology to
eliminate harmful content swiftly.

According to TikTok's Q2 2024 Commumity
Guudelines Enforcement Report, over 30,709,744
videos were taken down in Pakistan during the latest

Eey findings reveal that 99.5% of these videos

were proactively removed before user reports, with
97% removed within 24 hours. These statistics un-
derscore TikTok's dedication to preventing harmfinl
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Welcome to Altitude 399, the rooftop restaurant at The Rich Hotel & Apartments,
where dining meets elegance. Perched high above, Altitude 399 offers breathtaking
paneramic views of Lahore’s skyline, ercating an unforgettable ambiance, Our menu
features an array of meticulously curated dishes, crafted to please every palate with
impeccable flavors. Join us for an exceptional dining experience where stunning
views and exquisite cuisine come together perfectly.

content and ensuring a safer platform for Pakistami
users. The report highlights TikTok's proactive con-
tent moderation approach in Pakistan, offering trans-
parency into the remowal of content and accounts
that violated the platform’s Community Guidelines.
With a billion users and millions of daily posts, Tik-
Tok prioritises and improves automated moderation
technology to maintain a secure environment for its
global commumity. With a proactive detection rate of
98.2%, TikTok efficiently addresses harmful content
before users are exposed to it. The report also notes
a 50% decrease in restored videos, demonstrating the
accuracy and effectiveness of TikTok's content mod-
eration systems.

As TikTok continues to invest in advanced mod-
eration technologies, its commitment to transparen-
cy and platform safety remains paramount, ensuring
a secure environment for its diverse user base in Pa-
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399 A Block J3, Nazaria-e-Pakistan Road, Johar Town, Lahore
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kistan and worldwide.

TikTok's influence extends beyond specific de-
mographics, attracting users from diverse back-
grounds and interests. The platform's global reach
has made it a platform for creative expression and
social connection on a global scale.

As TikTok continues to evolve and expand its
user base, its impact on teenage culture and social

TikTok has become a cultural phenomenon,
especially among teenagers, influencing various as-
pects of their lives. The platform’s viral trends and
also providing a space for creativity and self-expres-
sion. TikTok has had a profound social and cultural
impact on teenagers, mfluencing fashion trends, pop-
ularising catchphrases, and amplifying social and po-
litical movements.
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Fashion show organized at
textile expo to attract foreign
buyers and importers

The Ministry of Commerce of Pakistan’s flagship event this year attracted 523 foreign
buyers and importers from almost 60 countries including from non-traditional markets

of South America and Africa. As many as 270 exhibitors presented multiple textile and
leather products before foreign and domestic visitors

he three-day fashion show was held in
Karachi during TEXPO Pakistan 2024
where models of different brands walked
the ramp showing the creativity of Paki-

The 5th Textile and Leather Exhibition “TEX-
PO Pakistan 2024" concluded with the signing
many MoUs and setting business deals worth over
$900 million with foreign buyers.

The Ministry of Commerce of Pakistan’s flag-
ship event this year attracted 523 foreign buyers
and importers from almost 60 countries, includ-
ing those from non-traditional markets of South
America and Africa. As many as 270 exhibitors
presented multiple textile and leather products to
foreign and domestic visitors.
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Texpo 24 will play a significant role in the
growth of textile exports in coming years as it
would lead to setting up meaningful business con-
tacts with diversified clients, the CEO of the Trade
Development Authority of Pakistan Zubair Moti-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

wala said while speaking at a media briefing on
the final day of TEXPO 2024 along with Secretary
Sheryar Taj at Expo Centre.

The TDAP chief said that 10 Memoranda of

Understanding (MoU) have been finalized and
deals worth over $ 910 million successfully con-
cluded so far while we are expecting some more
business to be finalized.

The 5th Textile and Leather
Exhibition *“TEXPO Pakistan
2024” concluded with the sign-
ing of many MoUs and setting
business deals worth over $900
million with foreign buyers

For the first time, Texpo 2024 hosted delegates
from countries of South America such as Colum-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAYZINEPK |

bia and Brazil as well as African countries includ-
ing South Africa, East Africa and Ghana under a
policy of attracting buyers from non-traditional
markets, he informed and added, delegates from
China, the USA and EU also participated while
the largest delegation was from the Netherlands
who were here to take benefit of tax or duty reduc-
tion on Palkistani textile products in their country.

Motiwala told the media men that in the Tex-
po 2024, apparel, home textile, leather, footwear,
bedding, knitwear, sportswear and specialized
clothing remained under focus while the concept
of “Waste to Worth"- converting waste and old

cloths into yarn and then weaving new fabric of
that yarn- atiracted a large number of visitors.
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Industrial visits were also arranged for foreign
buyers on the third day to provide them valuable
insights into Pakistan's diverse industries and cre-
ate opportunities for fruitful collaborations and
according to the TDAP chief, the response was
very positive and encouraging.
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- Jewellery exhibition in Qatar
receives positive feedback

The exhibition showeased (atar’s capacity to host successful large-scale events
and further solidified its reputation for stability, security, and as a premier business
destination. The event consistently surpassed expectations, establishing elevated
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in Doha, Qatar, concluded with a strong

attendance of local and international
visitors, safisfying both exhibitors and attendees.
Asjad has become a prominent jewellery exhibi-
tion, consistently presenting exquisite pieces from
renowned designers and brands. The event has
consistently exceeded expectations, setting high

he successful seven-day 6th edition of the
Asjad Jewellery Exhibition at Al Hazm

5
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standards for elegance and sophistication in the jewellery industry
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standards for elegance and sophistication in the
jewellery industry.

The exhibition highlighted Qatar's ability to
host successful large-scale events and reinforced
its reputation for stability, securnty, and being a
top business destination. Around 90 companies, a
mix of local and international, participated in the
exhibition, with some unveiling new designs tai-
lored for the Qatari market. Local companies col-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

—

laborated with international partners to showcase
unique jewellery pieces at Asjad offering compet-
itive pricing to attract customers with dedicated
booths for Qatari designers.

Visitors praised the luxurious atmosphere at
Al Hazm and the detailed event planning, while
exhibitors from wvarious counfries commended
the well-organized exhibition and the high visitor
turnout.
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Explore the allure of Asian cuisine at Novu, where our menu

boasts a tempting variety of chicken, beef, seafocd, sushi,
N O U and pad thai dishes. With three branches situated in Gulberg,
DHA, and Johar Town, Novu provides an exquisite dining
experiencel
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Faletti’s Hotel

Empowering Awareness:

Faletti’s Hotel and Al Razi Hospital join hands to raise breast cancer awareness
with a seminar featuring expert insights from Dr. Fatima. She emphasizes the
need for regular check-ups and briefed on the importance of early detection and
screening for breast cancer.

CEO Faletti’'s Hotel, Mr. Irshad B Anjum also encourages attendees to get regular
screenings to catch breast cancer early.
Film Director Syed Noor was spotted at this event who shared his wife’s journey and
encouraged attendees to openly discuss about this sensitive topic.

- —————

- ' = v 2ot e iy
" e P 1 ol t-"‘.r, 1 i ﬁl:tr ar
2 -‘"Eﬁ” AN N L..&:i_T__F'fJ

i . |

4 L
L-.\M _

Faletti's Hotal Lahore i proud to organize awan
saminar about Breast Cancer in participation wi
Al Razl Hospital,
Together, we can raise awareness
and suppaort those affected by this disease.j.
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AlBaik, a popular
Saudi food chain,
is all set to make its
debut in Pakistan

S i e e

The development came as Pakistan seeks closer economic
cooperation with friendly countries and regional allies, to
attract foreign investment and shore up its $350 billion
economy, beset by a prolonged economic crisis that has
drained foreign exchange reserves and weakened the

national currency

popular Saudi food chain is set to make

its long-awaited debut in Pakistan af-

ter a Memorandum of Understanding

(MoU) was signed between its officials
and Gas & Oil Pakistan Limited (GO),.

Established in 1974 in Jeddah, AlBaik is re-
nowned for broast chicken and operates over 120
branches across Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and other
Tegions.

It has amassed a huge fan base among Pakistani
expatriates and those travelling to the Kingdom for
business or religions purposes.

The collaboration with GO, a leading energy
company, marks a significant step in expanding
AlBaik's presence in Pakistan, where its entry has
been eagerly awaited.

“In a pioneenng step that reflects the King-
dom’s Vision 2030 to enhance nafional exports and
Imowledge and open new horizons for Sandi com-
mercial expansion globally, under the patronage of
the Saudi Ministry of Investment, a Memorandum
of Understanding was signed between the Saudi
company AlBaik and the Pakistani company GO,"
the statement circulated by the Pakistani firm an-
nounced.

“This MoU aims to explore the possibility of
establishing a strategic partnership to set up and op-
erate AlBaik restaurants in the Islamic Republic of
Palastan, as part of the company’s expansion strat-
egy in Pakistan,” it added.

FACEBEOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Pakistani and Saudi businesses signed over $2
billion of agreements and MoUs a day earlier in
the presence of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Saudi Investment Mimster Khalid bin Abdulaziz
Al-Falih.

The development came as Pakistan seeks clos-
er economic cooperafion with friendly countries
and regional allies, to attract foreign investment
and shore up its $350 billion economy, beset by a
prolonged economic crisis that has drained foreign
exchange reserves and weakened the national cur-
Tency.

Saudi Arabia has no shortage of fried chicken
outlets, and shopping mall food courts in the coun-
try are full of families digging into buckets of the
dish that originates in the American South.

Such is the ubiquity of the restaurants where pil-
gnims at Mecca's Grand Mosque can pick up fried
chicken at two KFC franchises located across the
road from the complex.

But not far from those stores is a restaurant that
many in the West may not have heard of, but goes
toe-to-toe with the American giants when it comes
to selling fried chicken in Saudi Arabia at least.

That outlet is Albaik, a name that will have vis-
itors from far and wide lining up outside to taste its
battered chicken served in its distinctive bright red-
and-yellow paper box.

Albaik turns 50 next year, and in that fime it's
become one of Saudi Arabia’s largest home-grown

TWITTER. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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fast food restaurants - and third-most popular brand.

Albaik was once only available in Saudi Ara-
bia"s western Hejaz region but now has 120 branch-
es throughout the kingdom. Recently, the franchise
has opened new outlets outside of Saudi Arabia for
the first time in neighbouring GCC countries.

Demand is so high that, in 2015, a restaurant in
the country’s central Al Qassim province was re-
portedly shut down as a precaution due to fears of
a stampede breaking out.

This story of a local fast-food minnow taking
on the American giants has its roots in Palestinian
entrepreneurship.

The growth of fast-food consumption and the
rise m the amount of meat eaten is a global phe-
nomenon, but in the Gulf, there are some unique
factors involved.

Saudi Arabia and its neighbours have experi-
enced a monumental economic and cultural shift in
the last half-century brought about by the discovery
of oil.

The arrival of oil wealth combined with in-
creased economic and cultural interaction with
the US had a marked influence on the way people
lived, including what food they ate.

By 1970, Saudi Arabia had become the biggest
exporter of crude oil in the world and around this
time, in the west of the country, a Palestinian man
in his mid-40s, Shakour Abu Ghazalah, started a
small business selling broast chicken, a concept that
had been imported from the US.

This process of cooking, borrowed from the
Amenican South, involved tenderising pieces of
chicken in a pressure cooker and then deep frying
them in a signature spice mix to lock in the flavours.

It was 1974, a year before KFC opened its doors
in Saudi Arabia, and Abu Ghazalah worked hard
to provide good food at reasonable prices to the lo-
cals in Jeddah’s Sharafiyah District. He named his
diner “Broast Restaurant”, and by 1976, he had two
branches.

Soon after though, he died of cancer, forcing his
two sons Ihsan and Rami, who were trained engi-
neers, to learn the restaurant business.

The brothers rebranded the eatery to Albaik in
1986, and by 1990 they had opened their first of six
branches in Makkah.

Those openings coincided with a growth of
fast-food options in the kingdom, with Burger King
opening in 1992 and McDonald’s entering the mar-
ket the following year.

As far as its food is concerned, Albaik’s menu
would not be out of place in a fred chicken restau-
rant anywhere in the world.

All the usnals are there, from its standard fried
chicken pieces to burgers and wraps, alongside ap-

A typical four-piece chicken meal served with
fries, a bread roll and two servings of garlic sauce
costs 21 Saudi rials ($5.60).

The collaboration with GO, a
leading energy company, marks
a significant step in expanding
AlBaik’s presence in Pakistan,
where its entry has been
eagerly awaited

“It's the sauce that makes it special,” says
Shireen Fath, a British-Egyptian expat who worked
in the kingdom as a teacher in the early 20005 and
has fond memories of eating Albaik’s fried chicken.

“The garlic sauce is on another level - I'm not
sure how they make it, but it changes a standard
chicken and chips meal into something extraordi-
nary,” she adds.

Saudi student Fehab al-Zaid remembers her fa-
ther making road trips to the western city of Jed-
dah for business and returning to her hometown
of Riyadh with bags full of the Albaik chicken. At
the time the fast food outlet had not opened up a
branch in the Saudi capital.
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he Artificial Intelligence (AI)-based trail

cameras installed at strategic locations

in the Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) region have

turmed human-wildlife conflict into hu-
man-wildlife coexistence as this latest technology
has significantly reduced snow leopard attacks on
the livestock at the targeted sites.

This was stated by the World Wide Fund for
Nature-Pakistan (WWZF-Pakistan) on International
Snow Leopard Day observed recently. To highlight
the benefits of these camera traps for snow leopards,
livestock, and local people, WWF-Pakistan also re-
leased a short documentary on its digital platforms.

WWF-Fakistan believes that human-wildlife
conflict is one of the key reasons for the decline in
the snow leopard population. In the past, several
snow leopards have been killed or hunted by the lo-
cals in retaliation for their attacks on the livestock.
In addition to this threat, poaching, illegal hunt-
ing, and habitat loss resulting from adverse climate
change impacts also endanger the snow leopard
population across its habitat range in Central and
South Asia.

WWPF-Pakistan with the support of the Lahore
University of Management Sciences (LUMS) de-
veloped and installed five Al-based camera traps
at strategic locations where snow leopard depre-
dations were reported by the representatives of the
local communities. These cameras detect the pres-
ence of snow leopards in the surroundings, transfer
the data to a centralised system, and generate alerts
for members of local communities about the pred-
ator. As a result, local communities safeguard their
livestock either grazing in the fields or being kept
in the houschold. The technology has significantly
reduced the attacks of snow leopards on livestock
turning human-snow leopard conflicts into a symbi-
otic relationship.

Commenting on this joint inithative, Director
General, WWEF-Pakistan, Hammad Nagi Khan said
that livestock depredation by snow leopards is a ma-
jor cause of human-wildlife conflict in various val-
leys in three landscapes such as Karakoram-Pamur,
Hindu Kush, and Himalaya in Pakistan.

This existential threat has undermined conserva-
tion efforts and halted progress to achieve desired
outcomes, he said adding that the use of this tech-
nology is vital not only for the protection of the en-
dangered snow leopard population, but it safeguards
the livestock.

“This has led to the improvement of the declin-
ing population of the snow leopard and has reduced
the economic losses born by the livestock herders at
the project sites”, he noted. Khan also proposed that
this technology could be replicated for other wild
species, which are threatened by human retaliation.

In April 2024, WWF-Pakistan released a report,
which put a spotlight on the threats to snow leopards
development projects in GB. The study was under-
taken through the project titled, “Building Ecologi-
cal and Sustainable Transport/Linear Infrastructure
for Snow Leopards in the Hindu Kush Karakoram
Himalaya Landscape in Pakistan™ (BEAST).

The study recommended that there is a need to
strike a balance between boosting infrastructure de-
velopment and conservation of threatened wildlife
such as snow leopards in the region. The study point-
ed out that the linear nfrastructure development,
which cuts through the landscape such as roads and
railways, has fragpmented the snow leopard habitat.
It found that although linear infrastructure improves
movement and poses threats to the snow leopards
and their prey species such as ungulates.

Various studies indicate that the snow leopard
is an elusive animal, hence it is difficult to record
its exact population in the distribution range across
Central and South Asia. However, WWT research
indicates that fewer than 7,000 snow leopards live
in the world, of which approximately 200 to 420
individuals inhabit the northern mountain ranges
of Pakistan including the GB region, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP), and Azad Jammu Kashmir (AJE).

International Snow Leopard Day, observed on
October 23rd each year, is dedicated to increasing
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Al monitoring saves
GB snow leopards
from retaliatory attacks

WWF-Pakistan believes that human-wildlife conflict is
one of the key reasons for the decline in the snow leopard
population. In the past, several snow leopards have been
killed or hunted by the locals in retaliation for their attacks
on livestock

awareness about the vital need to protect the snow
leopard, an endangered species in Central and South
Asia’s high-altitude mountams. This Day empha-
sises the urge to preserve the snow leopard and its
endangered habitat. The snow leopard, one of the
world's most elusive big cats, faces growing danger
by residents. Tthay:s crucial for conservation
activities, focussing on the preservation of habitat,
minimizing human-wildlife conflict, and safeguard-
ing the species’ long-term viability.

A couple of weeks ago, the Palastan Wildlife
Protection Awards was held to acknowledge the he-
roic efforts of wildlife guards and watchers. These

Pakistan’s rugged terrain chal-
lenges wildlife monitoring, and
effective patrolling requires
staff to be well-trained and
equipped. Unfortunately, many
wildlife guards lack the neces-
sary resources, often confront-
ing well-armed poachers with
sophisticated equipment

unsung heroes often work in dangerous and remote
regions like northern Palkistan, where breathtalking
landscapes and various wildlife species, includ-
ing the snow leopard, blue sheep, and Himalayan
brown bear, reside. The dedication of these field
staff is pivotal in curbing poaching, illegal wildlife
trade, and habitat destruction.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Palastan’s rugged terrain challenges wildlife
monitoring, and effective patrolling requires staff
to be well-trained and equipped. Unfortunately,
many wildlife guards lack the necessary resources,
often confronting well-armed poachers with sophis-
ticated equipment. Reports of injuries and fatalities
among guards highlight the importance of support-
ing these conservationists.

To address these challenges, the Snow Leopard
Foundation (SLF) has worked extensively with lo-
The mtroduction of the PWPA 1s one of the key
initiatives aimed at recognizing the exemplary acts
of wildlife guards while simmltaneously boosting
their capacity through training and provision of
can encourage greater engagement in conservahon
efforts.

As part of its growing commitment to environ-
mental conservation, Pakistan is taking a bold step
by designating the snow leopard as an internation-
al symbol of climate adaptation. This announce-
ment, made during the Pakistan Wildlife Protec-
tion Awards 2024 ceremony by Romina Khursheed
Alam, the Coordinator to the Prime Minister on
Climate Change, reinforces the snow leopard’s role
as a key species in high mountain ecosystems.
capped peaks of Pakistan's northern ranges, is
more than just a symbol of biodiversity. The snow
leopard is a vital indicator of the health of these
climate change. Pakistan, one of the five countries
most vulnerable to climate change, has witnessed
significant glacial retreat over the last two decades,

threatening water supplies, agriculture, and wildlife
habitats.
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Business News Magazine

he launch of the vivo V40 5G has generat-

ed significant excitement among tech en-

thusiasts, photographers, and lifestyle con-

tent creators in Palistan. Co-engineered
with ZEISS, the vivo V40 5G has been lauded for
its innovative features, sleek design, and exceptional
performance, setting a new standard for smartphone
technology.

One of the most talked-about features is the
ZEISS cinematic portrait video, which offers cin-
ema-quality video recording directly from your
phone. Bilal Munir, known for his tech reviews on
Video Wali Sarkar, highlighted the V40 5G’s superni-
or camera performance and 5G capabilities, praising
the integration of ZEISS technology. YawarTalib, a

impressed by the ZEISS focus transition, which cre-
ates professional-grade focus shifts, making mobile
videos feel like they belong on the big screen.

T,
)
o
I N
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TalhaBhatti, a tech reviewer, praised the phone's
4500nits peak brightness, adding that the screen re-

from ReviewsPE described the

AmeerDagha
V40 5G as an “all-rounder,” with its Qualcomm
Snapdragon® 7 Gen 3 Platform, dual speakers,
and 80W FlashCharge technology delivering light-
ning-fast charging and excellent multimedia per-
formance.

Nouman Abbasi from WhatMobile highlight-
ed the phone’s 120 Hz 3D curved screen, calling
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Top tech and lifestyle

creators rave about

the vivo V40 oG:

A perfect fusion of

innovation and design
Vivo V40 Go

Co-engineered with w

The vivo V40 5G has garnered praise from tech experts
and content creators for its impressive camera technology,
sleek design, and advanced features. With a ZEISS co-
engineered camera system, fast Qualcomm processor,
long-lasting battery, and stylish design, vivo has once
again produced a standout smartphone that appeals to
a wide range of users. Whether you're a tech enthusiast,
photographer, or social media influencer, the vivo V40
3G provides a premium mobile experience that exceeds

expectations in the world of technology

the display experience perfect for daily use as well
as media consumption.

Photographers and content creators found the
camera features particularly compelling. Umar
Farooq, a street photographer, spoke highly of
the Al aura light portrait and ZEISS style bokeh,
which he said delivered incredibly lifelike portrait
shots, even m low light.

Landscape photographer LaeceqAbbas praised
the 50MP ZEISS group selfie camera for its abili-
ty to capture highly detailed group selfies, adding
that the V40 5G offered great value for photogra-
phers who rely on high-quality images.

FatimaAhtisham from Startup Pakistan also
expressed her enthusiasm, noting how the V40 5G
incorporates ZEISS technology to deliver cine-
ma-grade quality in a smartphone.

She emphasized the seamless focus transition
feature, comparing it to professional filmmaking

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

techniques and praising its user-friendly interface
that allows anyone to capture stunning videos ef-
fortlessly.

Fashion content creator FarihaAsghar shared
her excitement, saying the ZEISS style portrait
feature has transformed her Instagram feed with
perfect shots, and noted that vivo’s V Series con-
sistently brings innovative design and camera tech-
nology that she loves.

Furthermore, lifestyle creators were equally
enthusiastic. SarahFayyaz, a popular lifestyle con-
tent creator, called the vivo V40 5G the “phone of
the year,” highlighting its ZEISS cinematic portrait
video and its IP68 and IP69 water and dust resis-
tance, malking it a perfect choice for those who are
constantly on the go. Actress Sahar Hashmi appre-
ciated the clarity and brightness of the camera in
all lighting conditions, making it “Instagram-ready”
at all times.
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PTCL & China Mobile International partner to enhance
national, international connectivity

Islamabad: Pakistan's largest
telecommunication and integrated
ICT services provider, Pakistan
Telecommunication Company Lim-
ited (PTCL), and global telecom and
ICT player, China Mobile Interna-
tional Limited (CMI), have formed a
partnership at GITEX Global 2024 in
Dubai, UAE for global network re-
sources sharing. The collaboration
aims to enhance connectivity for their
customers in Pakistan and worldwide.

Wagar Ahmed, Group Director
Enterprise Solutions at PTCL &
Ufone 4G, and Alex Lee, Managing
Director of China Mobile Interna-
tional Middle East, signed the agree-
ment during GITEX 2024 in the
presence of investors, innovators,
business leaders, and top manage-
ment from both companies.

This partnership combines the ex-
tensive networks of PTCL and CMI
to provide seamless and high-quality

connectivity solutions to their users,

PTCL's fiber network, which spans
over 63,000 kilometers in Pakistan,
along with CMI's global reach
through 305 overseas Points of Pres-

fone!D

pt(l

ence (PoPs), w1ll enabic the delivery
of reliable and scalable connectivity
for businesses and consumers.
Sayyed Muhammad Imran Ali,
Group VP B2B Strategy & Product

Management at PTCL & Ufone 4G,
emphasized the importance of the
partnership, stating: “"We are pleased
to collaborate with a leading operator
to enhance Pakistan's presence in the
digital realm. By leveraging the
strengths of PTCL and CMI, we aim
to provide unparalleled access and
service quality to businesses and con-
sumers in Pakistan and bevond, cre-
ating opportunities for growth and
development.”

Alex Lee, Managing Director of
China Mobile International Middle
East, expressed excitement about the
collaboration, saying: "We are excited
to partner with PTCL to benefit our
individual and enterprise customers
globally. By combining our expertise,
we believe we can enhance our capa-
bilities and introduce innovative solu-
tions to the market, driving digital
advancement and delivering greater
value to our customers.s

PTCL signs agreement with Veeam Software as a strategic reseller

Islamabad: PTCL has formed a
strategic reseller partnership with
Veeam® Software to enhance its data
protection, disaster recovery, and
cloud services for corporate and enter-
prise clients.

Wagar Ahmed, Group Director
Enterprise Solutions at PTCL &
Ufone 4G, and Kinda Baydoun, Chan-
nel and Alliances Director, EMEA
East at Veeam, signed the agreement
during the GITEX Dubai 2024 exhibi-
tion. This event brings together global
tech companies, innovators, business
leaders, and investors to discuss the fu-
ture Al economy.

By integrating Veeam's technology
into PTCL's Business Solutions infra-
structure, the company aims to offer
seamless data management and busi-
ness continuity services. PTCL cus-
tomers will now have access to the
Veeam Data Platform, ensuring data
resilience, ransomware protection,
business continuity, and disaster recov-
ETY Processes.

Sayyed Muhammad Imran Ali,

Group VP B2B Strategy & Product
Management at PTCL & Ufone 4G,
stated, “Our partnership with Veeam
marks a significant milestone for

PTCL as we expand our data manage-
ment solutions. This collaboration un-
derscores our commitment to

providing top-notch data protection

and recovery solutions to our business

50
Uk
§§
%42

®
@

and enterprise customers, enabling B

them to safeguard critical information
in a complex digital environment. To-
gether with Veeam, we are opening up
new opportunities for our customers to
grow and achieve long-term sustain-
ability.”

Kinda Baydoun, Channel and Al-
liances Director, EMEA East at
Veeam, commented, “We are excited
to collaborate with PTCL to enhance
data resilience in Pakistan, The Veeam
Data Platform offers a comprehensive
data recovery solution to accelerate
hybrid cloud initiatives, enhance cyber
resiliency, optimize hybrid-cloud oper-
ations, and provide direct-to-object
storage capabilities. Together, we will
empower Pakistani businesses to se-
cure their data and maintain uninter-
rupted operations with our trusted
technology. Qur goal is to ensure busi-
nesses can recover quickly from dis-
ruptions and access their data
confidently whenever and wherever
needed."s

PTCL forges a strategic alliance with Systems Limited

Islamabad: PTCL has partnered
with Systems Limited to enhance its
technological capabilities through Sys-
tems Limited's advanced Operations
and Maintenance of Business Support
Systems (BSS) and Operational Support
Systems (O55).

This collaboration is a significant
move by PTCL to improve its CRM
functions and deliver better service to its
customers, Systems Limited will utilize
its expertise and understanding of the
current system functonalities to ensure
a smooth integration that boosts per-
formance and enhances user experi-
ences, setting new standards for service
quality.

HatemBamatraf, President and
Group CEO of PTCL & Ufone 4G,

stated: “Upgrading our IT stack for Busi-
ness Support Systems and Operational
Support Systems is a crucial part of our
transformation journey. This upgrade
will not only help us innovate and com-

pete more effectively but also provide ex-
ceptional value to our customers. Our
partmership with Systems Limired is key
to developing, and implementing solu-
tions that drive business success and im-

prove customer satisfaction.”

Asif Peer, Group CEO & MD at
Systems Limited, commented: “For
many years, Systems Limited has been a
leader in transforming the telecommuni-
cations industry by delivering innovative
solutions that promote growth, IT Man-
aged Services, innovation, and customer
focus. We are thrilled to work with the
PTCL Group and are committed to
using the latest innovations and industry
best practices to deliver outstanding sup-
port services. Through close collabora-
tion with PTCL, we aim to enhance
their BSS/OSS stack and strengthen op-
erational efficiency. Our dedication to
telecom operational excellence demon-
strates our commitment to pushing the
boundaries in this evolving sector.s

#1719«

g

g

gE
'5"‘"--;“

= -
aREs
Eﬂﬂa
R
2225 Q)
£32 37
SEiE 2
BNEd
ESpt
E’_f_’-‘gg
EinE
JE"

b ]

&

i e kTG aah

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

|TWETTER.CDMIFLAREMAEAIINEFK

NOVEMBER 2024

T



Ao

H3IMOdH3dNS 3N
LVHIS
AVNVE 3§ LVHOVE KTHLNOW

9

I}
o
ey

o =i 1
f=) iS3)

==000T
"B 00€
=208

00#7°SH
#1719

e S

THEEINID] BAD ITVW 34 01YDI030 442

EULNYIWTENOC ITOWa TVHINEE YINIE L'
BEINTI TWIRLED DI E NS0 T TowES

HNOLLESTTaldS0H HEBWEIN TTowa4d

=

,.
i

s - ra
’Q NATIONAL NEWS N

Business

Hews Magarine

Free download: flare.pk

JazzCash partners with Dgpays to enhance e-
commerce in Pakistan

Dubai: VEON Lid an-
nounced that JazzCash, the fi-
nancial services arm of Jazz,
VEON's digital operator in
Pakistan, has signed an agree-
ment with Dgpays, a leading
financial infrastructure tech-
nology provider in the EMEA
region. This partnership will
enable JazzCash to modernize
its payment gateway for e-
commerce transactions, en-
hancing transaction speed,
security, fraud prevention ca-
pabilities, and the overall expe-
rience for both merchants and
consumers across Pakistan,

Adoption of digital wallets
is driving the growth in cash-
less payments in Pakistan,
The number of digital wallet
transactions surged 134%
year-on-year to 269 million for
the 12 months ended 30 June
2024, accounting for 87% of
all online e-commerce pay-
mentsl. JazzCash, which cur-
rently serves over 1,700

e-commerce merchants across
a wide array of sectors, has
delivered accelerated growth
as well, processing over 110
million transaction sin the first
three quarters of 2024, an in-

L

crease of 150% year-on-year.
"At JazzCash, we are ded-
icated to empowering busi-
NEesses, from
microentrepreneurs to start-
ups and SMEs, with the finan-

cial tools they need to thrive in
an increasingly digital econ-
omy. As Pakistan's e-com-
merce sector undergoes
unprecedented growth, Jaz-
zCash is committed to provid-

VEON,

ing secure, searmless, and swift
payment solutions. Our new
payment gateway will enable
thousands of e-commerce
merchants to accelerate their
growth by streamlining trans-

actions, simplifying checkout,
and enhancing security,”" said
Murtaza Ali, President of Jaz-
zCash.

"We are pleased to partner

o

advanced payment gateway
solutions to Pakistan's dy-
namic fintech market. At Dg-
pays, we focus on building
innovative, scalable payment
infrastructures that empower

businesses to grow and cus-
tomers to transact securely
and seamlessly. By collaborat-
ing with JazzCash, we are en-
hancing digital payment
capabilities and driving finan-
cial inclusion in a region
poised for immense growth,"
said Serkan Omerbeyogly,
CEOQ and Founder of Dgpays.

The upgraded payment
gateway will offer faster trans-
actions, a comprehensive mer-
chant management system,
customizable checkout pages,
and advanced fraud preven-
tion tools. This partnership
and technology upgrade aligns
with JazzCash’s broader mis-
sion to advance Pakistan's dig-
ital payment landscape, By
empowering businesses with
the latest payment technolo-
gies, JazzCash is driving finan-
cial inclusion, simplifying
online payments, and continu-
ing to lead the country toward
a cashless society.m

First Aramco-branded
retail station launches
in Pakistan

Lahore: Arameco unveiled its
first fuel retail station in Pak-
istan. It follows Aramco’s acqui-
sition of a 40% stake in Gas &
Oil Pakistan (GO), a key player
in Pakistan's downstream sector
with a nationwide network of
over 1,200 fuel retail stations.

Aramco is one of the world's
leading integrated energy and
chemicals companies, and its
partnership with GO is expected
to introduce high-quality fuels
and an elevated consumer expe-
tience. Aramco-branded stations
will offer the “ProForce”
branded premium Ffuel, high-
quality Valvoline lubricants, pro-
fessional Express Care
automotive services, and mod-
ern convenience stores designed
to provide a seamless customer

experience. Aramco plans to ex-
pand its retail network in Pak-

istan and establish a presence in
this fast-growing economy. The
launch of the Ffrst Aramco-
branded station in Lahore marks
the beginning of a broader ini-
tiative to expand the Aramco
brand across GO's extensive
network in the coming years. =

SBP reserves
jump to
$11.15 billion

Karachi: The foreign ex-
change reserves of the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) in-
creased by $116 million to
$11.15 billion.

The SBP reserves have been
increasing since the last week of
September after the IMF re-
leased the first tranche of
$1.03bn under the new $7bn
programme, Experts said the
SBP forex holdings are enough
to cover the two-month imports.
The reserves are getting closer to
the $13bn target set by the gov-
ernment by the end of FY25,

However, the reserves are
increasing with the support of
the IMF, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, China and State Bank's
buying from the interbank mar-
ket, ensuring exchange rate sta-
bility.=

Mobile phone imports
decline by 18% in 1st
quarter of fiscal year

Islamabad: The import of
mobile phones into the country
has witnessed a decrease of
18.93 percent during the first
three months of the current fis-
cal year (2024-25) as compared
to the corresponding months
of last vear,

Pakistan imported mobile
phones worth US § 246.472
million during July-September
(2024-25) as compared to the
imports of US $ 304.029 mil-
lion during July-September
(2023-24), according to the
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS).

Meanwhile, on a year-to-
year basis, the import of mo-
bile phones also dipped by
17.62 percent during the month
of September 2024 when com-

pared to the same month of
last year.

The import of mobiles into
the country during September
2024 was recorded at § 102.629
million against the exports of
$124.576 million in September
2023,

On a month-on-month
basis, the imports of mobile
phones however increased by
2932 percent during Septem-
ber 2024, as compared to the
imports of US $79.360 million
during August 2024, according
to the data.

The National Assembly
was informed that a new policy
for Mobile Device Manufactur-
ing and Export is being devised
to boost the exports of locally
manufactured mobile phones.m

President FPCCI Atif Ikram Sheikh elected as VP of CACCI

Karachi:  Atif  Ikram
Sheikh, President FPCCI, was
elected Vice President of the
Confederation of Asia-Pacific
Chambers of Commerce & In-
dustry (CACCI) for the tenure
of 2024-26 during the 38th
CACCI Conference held in
Singapore. He was also ap-
pointed head of the CACCI
Budget Commission. Notably,
CACCI 15 one of the world's
most influential trade alliances,
comprising 27 countries.

Mr Atf Ikram Sheikh in-
formed us that he had invited

CACCI member countries to
hold their conference in Pak-
istan in December 2025, and
the member countries have
agreed to honour his invitation.
He added that it will be an
event of international signifi-
cance for Pakistan in terms of
trade and economic growth.
Atif Tkram Sheikh, Presi-
dent of FPCCI and vice presi-
dent of CACCI, underscored
the significance of CACCI and
said that Pakistan is all geared
up to play a proactive role in
multilateral trade politics and

advocacy to support the gov-
ernment’s vision to promote
Pakistan’s exports,

The FPCCI
plained that CACCI member

Chief ex-

countries have collective GDPs
running inte trillions of dollars,
Therefore, CACCI is very im-

portant for Pakistan in all as-
pects of economic

cooperation—trade,  invest-
ments, JVs, tourism, B2B link-
ages, chamber-to-chamber
cooperation, and bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation with the
member countries, Atif Ikram
Sheikh participated as a pan-
elist in the Forum's session.
The session was organized by
the Singapore Manufacturing
Federation in collaboration
with the Confederation of
Asia—Pacific Chambers of
Commerce &  Industry
(CACCI) during the 38th
CACCI Conference 2024.m
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Telenor Pakistan hosts expert panel on green
energy transition to foster climate action

Islamabad: Telenor Pak-
istan hosted a panel discussion
on “Climate Change and
Green Energy Transition.”
The event gathered industry
experts and leaders to explore
the critical role of businesses in
addressing climate challenges
and promoting sustainable en-
ergy practices across Pakistan,

Telenor Pakistan’s CEQ,
Khurrum Ashfaque, set the
stage for the panel discussion
by emphasizing the critical
need to accelerate green energy
adoption. He remarked, “With
a substantial footprint across
the country, organizations like
Telenor Pakistan have a role to
play in transitioning to sustain-
able energy solutions."

Ashfaque further high-
lighted the company's strong
commitment to sustainability,
outlining the ambitious target
to reduce carbon emissions by

530% by 2030, using 2019 as the
baseline. He also emphasized
the importance of engaging

Director and Head of Sus-
tainability at Telenor Asia,
Johan Martin Seland, deliv-

partners in this effort, stating,
“Beyond our own operations,
we are actively engaging our
partners to join us on this de-
carbonization journey, ampli-
fying our impact across the
value chain.”

ered a keynote address, where
he shared valuable insights into
Telenor’s sustainability strate-
gies and achievements. He em-
phasized that increasing access
to renewable energy is central
to the green transition, under-

scoring the need for an en-
abling policy environment that
supports predictable, long-term
corporate power purchase
agreements. Such policies, he
noted, will drive investments in
renewable energy projects, fos-
tering a low-emission future in
Pakistan.

Moderated by Mr. Ahmad
Usman Bhatti, Senior Man-
ager of HSE & Sustainability
at Telenor Pakistan, the panel
featured notable speakers, in-
cluding Ms. Sobiah Becker,

| Advisor for the Pak-German

Climate & Energy Partnership
at GIZ GmbH, Mr. Farhan
Haider, Vice President of Net-
work Design and Service De-
livery at Telenor Pakistan and
Dr. Gul Muhammad Khan,
Professor at UET and Director
of the Centre for Intelligent
Systems and Networks Re-
search (CISNR).=

InfraZamin & Sunridge
Foods ink deal for Agri-
Infrastructure Suku

Lahore; InfraZamin is

pleased to announce a partner-
ship with Sundridge Foods
Limited to launch a PKR 2 bil-

lion Agri-Infrastructure Sukuk.
This Shariah-compliant financ-
ing instrument will be issued
by Sunridge Foods Limited, a
subsidiary of Unity Foods
Limited.

InfraZamin Pakistan, with
a long-term credit rating of

AAA, provides an additional
layer of security for investors
participating in the Sukuk. The
Sukuk will be fully principle
protected with InfraZamin's
Guarantee,

The proceeds  raised
through the Sukuk will fund
Sunridge Foods' Balancing,
Modernization, and Replace-
ment (BME) initiatives, which
aim to modernize production
facilities with sustainable, high-
efficiency technologies. No-
tably, the BMRE also includes
the installation of 1 MW wind
turbines and a 0.5 MW solar
plant to support Sunridge's re-
newable energy initiative and
the construction of new silos
and warehouses to significantly
increase agri-produce storage
capacity.m

ZTE announces trip to
China for top distributors

Shenzhen: ZTE Corpora-
tion, a leading global provider
of telecommunications, enter-
prise, and consumer technol-
ogy solutions for the mobile
internet, has announced an
exclusive trip to China for its
top-performing  distributors.
The trip, organized in collab-
oration  with  distributor
Azuretech, serves as a reward
for exceptional sales perform-
ance and is open to distribu-
tors who meet specific sales
targets for ZTE Blade A35
and ZTE Blade A55 smart-
phones,

The trip is scheduled to
take place in December and
will feature visits to renowned
landmarks like the Great Wall
of China and the Forbidden
City. Participants will also
have the chance to immerse
themselves in Chinese culture

and cuisine, as well as connect
with other top distributors
from across the globe,

"We are thrilled to offer
this trip as a token of appreci-
ation for our distributors' hard
work and commitment,"
stated a ZTE representative,
"We believe it will be a valu-
able experience for all atten-
dees, and we are excited to
host them in China. "

To qualify for the trip, dis-
tributors must sell a minimum
of 1,500 units of the ZTE
Blade A35 or 300 units of the
ZTE Blade AS55 (4+128) be-
tween October Ist and De-
cember 31st.

This initiative is antici-
pated to incentivize ZTE's dis-
tribution network and
enhance the company's stand-
ing in the global smartphone
market,m

Jazz CPO Tazeen Shahid stresses the signifi-
cance of passion and purpose in the workplace

Islamabad: Tazeen Shahid,
Chief People Officer at Jazz,
recently shared her views on
the significance of passion and
purpose in the workplace in a
LinkedIn post. She emphasized
how passion is essential for
achieving extraordinary results,
both at an individual and orga-
nizational level. Tazeen Shahid
stated, "Passion is a key ingre-
dient for extraordinary achieve-
ments. It distinguishes great
change makers and visionaries,
reflecting a dedication to a
cause greater than oneself." She
stressed the importance of nur-

turing passion among employ-

ees to instill a sense of pride
and purpose within the organi-
zation. Shahid cautioned
against maintaining purely
transactional relationships with

employees, as it can hinder in-
novation, resilience, and dedi-
cation,

"If a company fails to in-
spire pride and purpose, it risks
creating transactional relation-
ships with employees, which
can dampen innovation, re-
siience, and commitment,"
Shahid explained.

Shahid also discussed how
Jazz promotes a shared sense
of purpose among its work-
force, exemplified by the com-
pany's motto, "Hum Jazz
Hain" ("We Are Jazz"), sym-
bolizing a collective commit-

ment to leveraging technology
for societal betterment. "A
Jazz, 'Hum Jazz Hain'—We
Are Jazz—is not just a slogan;
it embodies our pledge to en-
hance lives and livelihoods
through technology, envision-
ing a prosperous Pakistan and
empowered vyouth," Shahid
shared.

She concluded by under-
scoring Jazz's dedication to fos-
tering a collaborative work
environment that encourages
creativity, and acknowledges
every contribution towards a
brighter future.=

NATIONAL NEWS

Expatriates send
record remittances
of $ 3.1 billion

Karachi: Workers' remit-
tances reached a total of $3.1
billion during October 2024,
showing a growth of 6.7% on
a month-on-month basis and
23.9% year-on-year. From July
to October FY25, workers' re-
mittances totaled $11.8 billion,
marking a 34.7 per cent in-
crease compared to the $8.8
billion received in the same pe-
riod of FY24. The main
sources of remittance inflows
in October 2024 were Saudi
Arabia ($766.7 million), the
United Arab Emirates ($620.9
million), the United Kingdom
($429.5 million), and the
United States of America
($299.3 million).=

Samsung considers

dropping “Galaxy”
name for flagship
phones

Seoul: Samsung is reconsid-
ering its primary brand names,
The Samsung rebranding be-
came necessary following chal-
lenges with its flagship
products. The company is now
planning a significant shift by
potentially retiring the
“Galaxy” name for its top
maodels, Recently, Samsung has
encountered difficulties with
some of its core devices. The
Galaxy Z Fold 6 and Z Flip 6
have experienced disappointing
sales. Many users and analysts
feel Samsung's designs lack in-
novation, with some suggesting
they resemble competitors'
products. Even Samsung's
CEO, Lee Jae-yong, has ac-
knowledged these concerns,
The company missed its inter-
nal sales target by nearly a bil-
lion dollars, fueling discussions
about bold new strategies to
boost its appeal.»

foodpanda and Atlas

Honda join forces to

enhance road safety
for delivery riders

Lahore: foodpanda has
partnered with Atlas Honda to
provide motorcycle safety
training for its riders, aiming to
reduce accidents and promote
responsible driving practices.
This initiative underscores
foodpanda’s commitment to
rider safety and fostering a
safer traffic environment for all
road users. The collaboration
seeks to ensure a smoother,
more secure road experience
for both riders and the commu-
nity.=
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Dawlance wins Gold Award at ‘Dragons of Asia’ 2024 event

Karachi; Pakistan's lead-
ing brand of Home-Appli-
ances — Dawlance has been
awarded the prestigious Gold
Award at the Dragons of
Asia 2024, for its impactful
Father's Day campaign:
“Dawlance ka  Salaam,
Achay Fathers Ke MNaam.”
{Dawlance Salutes Good Fa-
thers). Following its success
at the Dragons of Pakistan,
Dawlance achieved this sig-
nificant milestone by compet-
ing against top campaigns
from across the Asian region,

The Dawlance Father's
Day campaign was designed
to honor the pivotal role of
fathers in nurturing healthy,
progressive, and enlightened
families. It reflects
Dawlance's emotional con-

nection with its consumers,
inspiring respect and recogni-
tion for every father in their
family. The campaign high-
lights the countless efforts,
sacrifices, and contributions
made by fathers to ensure the

Pakistani flag at the Dragons
of Asia and other interna-
tional events, Dawlance is ce-
menting its position as a
trusted household name in
the country.

Being a wholly-owned

SALAAM
ACHAY FATHERS
ke naam

gBatterHabitsatHome

vitality and happiness of their
families. By winning the
Gold Award and raising the

subsidiary of Arcelik — the
2nd largest manufacturer in
Europe, Dawlance is follow-

ing its ‘Progress Today — Pre-
serve Tomorrow' policy. It
Sponsors visionary initiatives
for sustainable socio-eco-
nomic growth. The company
has invested over 240 million
Dollars to achieve industrial
leadership and operational
excellence. It has a legacy of
innovations to create revolu-
tionary technologies and un-
matched convenience,
elevating the quality of life
for its consumers.

The Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Dawlance, Umar
Ahsan Khan, expressed his
delight at winning this cov-
eted award, stating: “I am
grateful to the ‘Dragons of
Asia’ forum for this honor &
award, which is a testament
to the creativity and dedica-

tion of the Dawlance team,
Our brand remains commit-
ted to promoting family val-
ues, care, and affection for
strengthening relationships
across all segments of soci-
ety,”

Since 2000, the Dragons
of Asia have recognized the
best results-driven marketing
communication campaigns,
evaluating the marketing ac-
tivities of leading enterprises
and advertising agencies
across Asia, Ower the
decades, this annual awards
ceremony has evolved into
the most prestigious forum,
highlighting outstanding
achievements in strategic
marketing, smart communi-
cations, and developmental
initiatives,m

Sehat Kahani and Jubilee Life partner to ex-
pand OPD services in Pakistan

Karachi: Jubilee Life Insur-
ance, Pakistan's leading pri-
vate-sector life  insurance
company, has expanded its
partnership with Sehat Ka-
hani, the nation's leading
telemedicine platform, to intro-
duce outpatient department
(OPD) claims management
services. This enhancement
significantly broadens the
range of benefits available to
Jubilee Life Insurance policy-
holders, who can now enjoy
streamlined access to OPD
Management services along-
side their existing hospitaliza-
tion coverage.

At a signing ceremony held
in Karachi, Jubilee Life Insur-
ance and Sehat Kahani real-
firmed their collaborative

commitment to enhancing
healthcare accessibility.
Through this partnership, Ju-
bilee life Insurance policyhold-
ers will benefit from a
comprehensive, one-window
solution that includes consulta-
tions, claims processing, cash-

laboratory

less pharmacy,
services, and 24/7 access to

doctors within 60 seconds.

This initiative aligns with
Sehat Kahani's mission to im-
prove healthcare accessibility
and quality for individuals
across  Pakistan, making
healthcare more convenient
and comprehensive for Jubilee
Life Insurance's valued policy-
holders.

Speaking at the signing cer-
emony Dr. Sara Saeed Khur-
ram, Co-founder & CEO of
Sehat Kahani, stated, “This ex-
pansion of our collaboration
with Jubilee Life Insurance
into outpatient services builds
on our successful inpatient col-
laboration, We aim to provide
better healthcare options for
our customers and make qual-
ity medical services accessible
to everyone.”'s

Zong hits 7 billion monthly
recharge milestone

Islamabad: Zong proudly cel-
ebrates a significant milestone in
its journey of digital innovation
as the company achieves a re-
markable 7 billion recharge from
its Alternate Channels. This
achievement is a testament to
Zong's digital initiatives' contin-
ued dedication, strategic vision,
and growth over the years.

Alternate Channels are sec-
ondary and tertiary recharge plat-
forms like banking apps, FinTech
apps, websites, etc. Team Zong
celebrated this milestone at Zong
HQ, inaugurated by Wasi
Ansari, Director of Sales & Dis-
tribution. Zong's C-level Leader-
ship, Directors, and HOD were
presented with insights on the
journey of the Alternate Channel
transformation launched in 2017.

Ansari highlighted Zong 4

G's vision of becoming a leader
in digital innovation. “Over the
past seven years, the Alternate
Channel has grown exponen-
tially, now holding a 40% volume
share in total recharge volume

and delivering a YTD growth of
29.81% this year. The 7 billion
volume achievement is a proud
moment for the company, reflect-
ing its strong commitment (o in-
novation, partner engagement,
and expansion in the digital
landscape,” he reported.m

DWP Technolo-
gies secures 2
awards

Karachi: DWP Group has
secured two prestigious acco-
lades at the Cisco and Ingram
Partner Award Night held in
Karachi, The company was
honoured with the Cisco Tech-
nology Partner of the Year and
Security Partner of the Year
awards, reinforcing its position
as a technology solutions and
cybersecurity leader,

DWP Technologies recog-
nizing its exceptional annual
performance and outstanding
customer satisfaction across
Cisco technologies, including
Application Centric Infrastruc-
ture (ACT), SD-WAN, Collab-
oration, and Security. This
award highlights DWP’s dedi-
cation to delivering advanced,
customized solutions and en-
suring flawless project execu-
tion. »

Shaza Fatima calls for adopting
emerging technologies

Islamabad: Minister of

State for IT and Telecommuni-
cation Shaza Fatima Khawaja,
underlined the urgent need to

and the Mational Information

Technology Board (NITE).
Secretary IT, Zarrar

Hasham Khan and Special

adopt emerging technologies
to drive the country's progress,
calling for joint efforts to uplift
Pakistan.

She expressed these views
during a signing ceremony of
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) among Jazz, the
Mational University of Sci-
ences & Technology (NUST),

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Secretary IT Division, Azfar
Manzoor, were also present.
Shaza Fatima highlighted the
necessity for Pakistan to stay
aligned with global advance-
ments in technology,

She said that the collabora-
tion between Jazz, NUST and
NITB would not only foster
innovation but also position

|TWITTE R.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Pakistan as a leader in Al,
aligning the country’s capabil-
ities with international stan-
dards. “This initiative marks a
significant step in leveraging
technology for national devel-

opment,” she added.

Speaking at the event, Jazz
CEQ Aamir Ibrahim high-
lighted the critical role of Ar-
tificial Intelligence and big
language models in shaping
the country's future. “We are
committed to building a local
that meets the
needs of our communities,” he

ecosystem

said,

He added that tools and
relevant information would be
provided to teachers, doctors,
and farmers in their native lan-
guages. He said that the aim is
to develop a functional model
in the coming months, which
would lay the foundation for a
groundbreaking Al framework

in Pakistan.m=

Saudia expand-
ing services to
Pakistan

Islamabad: Islamabad:
Saudia, the national flag car-
rier of Saudi Arabia, has re-
ported significant growth in its
operational performance for
the third quarter of 2024, as
outlined in its latest perform-
ance report. The airline trans-
ported over nine million
guests, marking a 10% in-
crease compared to the same
period in 2023. This achieve-
ment was supported by more
than 49,500 flights, reflecting
a 9% increase in flight opera-
tions.

This growth is particularly
noteworthy for Pakistan as it
could lead to expanded flight
services and increased connec-
tivity between Saudi Arabia
and Pakistan. Enhanced travel
options can facilitate easier ac-
cess for Pakistani expatriates,
tourists, and pilgrims,
strengthening ties between the
two nations.m
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vivo V40e 5G

Display 6.77" 678"
Ca Front S0MP Front Camera:50MP
e Rear Camera 50+8MP Rear Camera:50+50MP
Battery 5500mAh 5500mAh
RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
Memory 8GB+256GB 12GB+256GB
Charging B0W FlashCharge BOW Flash Charge
vivo Y27s vivo Y17s
6.68" 6.56"
Front Camera:8MP Front Camera:BMP
Rear Camera:50+2MP Rear Camera:50+2MP
5000mAh 5000mAh
RAM & ROM
:;:"ﬁﬁ 4GB+128GB
6GB+128GB
44W Fast Charge 15w
vivo Y03 vivo Y100
Display 6.56" 6.67"
Front Camera:50MP Front Camera:8MP
S UEET  Rear Camera:13+0.08MP Rear Camera:50+2MP
Battery 5000mAh 5000mAh
RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
AGB+64GB 8GB +256GB
15W BOW
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Oppo AGO
Rs. 54,999

Chipset: Qualcomm SmB225

Snapdragon 680 4G (6 nm)

. . CPU: Dola-core (4x2.4 GHz
Krya 265 Gald & dxx1 9 GHz Kryo 255 Sitvar]

6.58 Inches IPS LCD
Capacilive Touchscraen

Frent: 8 MP, Main: Dual Camera
50 MP, /1.5, {wide],
PDAF + 2 MP, /2.4, [depth)
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5000 mAh
{Li-Pa non removable)
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 Available Now Rs.2,175]-
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Realme 12
Rs. 59,999

Chipset: Qualcomm Snapdragan 685
CPU: Octa-core {2 % 2.2 GHz Cortex
AT6 + 6% 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.7 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

— o Front: 16 WP, 124, 24mm (wide], MF, Main
L& =Tpq = ez | : Cual Camera S0 MP, 1.8, 26mm wide]
— L IFLET, PDAF: 2 P, 172 4, (death),

5000 mah
{Li-Po Non remaovable)

RAM BGB ROM 256 GB

DISPLAY
2.4 Iinches

BATTERY
1450 mah

SIM SUPPORT
Dual Sim

RAM
Standard

Realme 7 Pro
Rs. 49,999

Chipset: Quelcomm SM7125 Snapdregon
7200 {8 men], CPU: Octz-core {2023
S GHz Kryo 465 Gold + 6 x 18 GHz Kryo 465 Sikver]

6.4 Inches Super AMOLED
Capatitive Touchscreen

Frant: 32 MP, Main: Ouad Camera 64 MP

B | 0/1.8, 26emm (wide), 1/1.72°, POAF + 8 WF,

1/2.3, 16mm |ultraaice], 1L/4.0" + 2 MP,
L4, {macra) + 2 MF, /2.4, (depth],

A500 mAh
[Li-Po Mon removable)

Memory

64
Operating
system

Operctir tam

Nokia C31

Enjoy the view with a dazzling
display and triple cameras

[}

Triple-rear and seifie cameras
powered by Carnera from Google

6.7 HD+ display

-

Cormes with Ardroid 12

L]

Durable, reliable and efficient

8§ @ @ / ADVANCETELECOM @ www.advancetelacom.com.pk

Big, Bold &
Beautiful

[]] 24" LCD

* Bluetooth
gg Wireless FM

with Reesrding

Bl 2000 Contacts
Dval SIM Slot
§ 1000mAh

Battery
s King Talker
¥ Digital Camera

#EnjoyBetterLife
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Dcode Cygnal 3 Pro FIVE sservearave
Rs:26,999 ‘
\ ‘AVO

BRACE YOURSELF

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G37 ,
CPL: 2.3 Ghz Octa Core

6.52 Inches 1P5 LCD

H3aIMOdH3dns I3
LVHES
AVNVE 35 LVHOVE ATHLNOW

Capacitive Touchscreen
1.Binches
imtresy
T Front: 8 ME, Main: 3000mAh
G i Ly -
‘Lamera 13MP Triple Camera RATIRAY
Speaker
F'I:I-'N'IE RFLAL
5000 mah
{Li-ion Non removable) AVAILALBE
1 NOW

RAM 4GE ROM 128GB

VGO TEL y Smart 6
INTRODUCING

DI PRO)

m Rs. 3 550

BG B TTERy

Move

Pl RADIO LR o= 18,750
. Free Handsfree + Free De
24" INCH

Bi3 SCREEN

BOX
SPEAKER

DHETAL CAMERA VGO TEL
WITH FLASH LIGHT

09
G oo = B

RECORTER - Up to 12GB RAM

GE+BGE Extended A

Andrmd 14

Dcode Bold 3 Pro
Rs:42,999

HTTOx

E'E'VH% i N HMEGAMUSIC

2.8inéhes Tareh+

SCREEN : . . MUSIC LIGHTS

T " ¥ beid
N M ! ] {

TypeL : : Speaker

CONNECTIVITY L] | POWERFLUL

Chipset: MediaTek Helio
G99, CPL: 2.3Ghz Octa Core

6.7 Inches AMOLED

B
8
g
[T R
AEpa Capacitive Touchscreen
1= E 3
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EhG0
2231 Q)
dnl I oo Front: 16 MP,
E E 23 = Main; 50 MP Triple Camera
B58: =
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g4 Ercheiiy [Li-Pa Non removable)
A .,w,ﬂm_

L=y RAM 8GE ROM 128GB
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INGVI Infinix ZTE Blade V60 Smart
Rs. 25,999

Capture Your ZERDO40Series
Stunning Story _

2H, Uitra-HD Flagship Carmeras

Chipset: Unisoc TEOS, CPU: Octa-core

6.6 HD+[1612*720), 304z, Hole

2VHAS

H3aMOdU3IdNS 143N

Front: 8 MP, , Main: 50 MP

—

Zoom
Flashlight '

O

Q~®

RAM BGR{4+4) ROM 12868

Samsung Galaxy A24

Rs. 72,999
2 ZERDO40Series

Chipset: Mediatek MTBEYE1
Hello G99 (Bnm) CPLU: Octa-core
[2 % 2.2 GHz Cortex-ATE + Large |:_::i_'l|_'J'I:::I:::.' Batter ¥

S 6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED
Biﬁplﬂy Capacitive Touchscresn

Front: 13 MP, Main: Triple Camera
50 MF, 1.8, {wide), PDAF, Q15
+5MF, 2.2, [ultrawide),
15" + 2 MR, /2.4, (macro)

)
o
i

§

[
S8
QEE
7 i

5000mah
(Li-Po Non removable),

w RAM 6GB  ROM 128GB

Wl Wi werwinevitalacam.con pk

Samsung Galaxy A15

00%°SH
#1719

Rs. 52,999

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G&2
(€& nm), CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.2 Ghz
Cortex-AT6 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

¥
B
6.5 Inches, Super E £ =
AMOLED Touchsereen Z % E o
Fraat 13 MP, §/2.0, (wide) E 23 -ﬁ "
Main: Triple Camars: 50 W, d4z02
f/18, {wida), AF + 5 MP 2.2, 2] E % % E
- [ultrawide} + 2 MP, /2.4, [macna) z meg
Sllmmer_than_ Eghg =
&2
you could imagine — 5000mAR E;ﬂi
{Li-Po Non removable) ia
e G RAM 6GB
_ Memory ROM 128GB |
E ﬂ “ m ) e | il 2 o b ﬁ A E
B
L
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Infinix Note 40

B
— Chipset: Mediatek Helic G339
Ultimate, CPU: Octa-core {2x2.2
GHr Cortex-AT6 & G20 GH2 Cortex-A55)
3 6.78 Inches, AMOLED,
Display 120Hz, 1300 nits (peak)
B Front: 32 MP, , Main: Tripte
Camﬁra 108 MP, /1.9, [wide), 1/1.52%, PDRF
— - 2 MR, /2.4, 3rd unspacified camera
— 5000 mah
(non removable)
/500l RAMBGB ROM 256GB
— —
iy
Kinomi Stare

Redmi Note 13

Every shot iconic

Y Rs. 57,999

120Hz AMOLED display

T0EMP triple camera

Skt et Frerks

Q

Misoml| Store

LR

Redmi 13C

Blimem 1

Smoath 6.74" 90Hz Display ||
SOMP Al triple camera  [3)]
':;—‘a;!;-;{ﬁ_-"‘-\._';l,\:' Rs. 3 1;9“

Free Back Cover

Infinix Hot 40

Chipset: Meadiatek MTETE9H
Helio GEB (12nm), CPU: Octa-core
{2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-ATS
+ 6 & 1.8 GHz Cortes-AS55)

e

6.78 Inches, IPS LCD,
90Hz, 500 nits (peak)

Front: 32 MF, Main: Triple Camera 50 ME
£/1.5, [wide], AF + 2 WP, f/1.4,

Camera
= (macro} = 0.08 MP, (auxiliary lens)

5000mAh
{Mon removable)

VGO TEL

Pakistan's Most Affordable
Gaming Smartphone

with Processor Helio G99
Limited T
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TECNO CAMON 30 (LOEWE)

6.76" AMOLED 120Hz

Front: 50MP
Rear: 50MP

8GB Raom+256GB ROM
(BGB+*8GB extended)

Sl 70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh

TECNO TECNO
ﬁ
678" AMOLED 120Hz " Disploy YRRl
Front Camera: 32MP Carn Front Camera: 8MP
Rear Camera: 108MP sl rcor Comera: 13MP
16GB Ram+256GB ROM U 8GB Ram+64GB ROM
(BGB+BGB Extended) Wl (4GB+4GB Extended)
33W, Super Charge Charg 10W, Charge (Type-c)
5000mAh m 5000maAR
TECNO TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 56

678" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: S0MP

SOMP (DI5) Sorry IME3P0
Rear: Sensor + SOMP LW2MP

12GB Rom+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

JOW, Ultra Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PREMIER 5G

‘ Sl 478" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: 50MP

SOMIP Sory IMXBS0 (CHE)
RECIR 50 Jarm 50 LAW=15P

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GBH12GB extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30

678" AMOLED 120Hz

Front: 50MP
Rear: 50MP

12GB Ram+256GB ROM
(12GBY12GB exfended)

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh
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0060 Exclusive Distributor & Manufacture
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Import Data Smart Phones [Importer Wisa)

&

Fo— Oct-24
Importer Name any i
FLUTURE TECH APPLE 143 130,939
AL NAFEESA ENTERPRISES APPLE [T} 10,434
GNEXT SOLUTIONS [PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE 877 990,347
GNEXT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 4,752 5,740,435
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE 727 172,195
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE
MOBO MOBILE (PVT ) LIMITED APPLE
SRART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE 1,895 312,701
LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN [PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE 5,284 5,480,154
MYSHA ENTERPRISES APPLE
MAYYAR ENTERPRISES APPLE
YELLOSTOME TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE
|| mafs. C RIGHT MOBILE APPLE
VELOCITY TRADE ENTERPRISES APPLE
TRADE BATCH INTERNATIONAL APPLE
MY REHMANI TRADERS APPLE
|| GREEM ENTERPRISES APPLE
CORETECH APPLE
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION APPLE 2,155 486,697
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE
MOL PAKISTAN APPLE
USHA COMMUNICATION APPLE 1,607 416,387
FICK N SAVE APPLE 5,165 1,055,949
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS APPLE 181 20,503
HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS BLACKVIEW 150 18,000
A_5. TELECOM [PRIVATE] LIMITED ALLCALL
PICK N SAVE AQUOS
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE 3,000 273,800
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PYT LTD DHGIT 45
A_S. TELECOM [PRIVATE] LIMITED ETEL
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES HONOR
ACTION MOBILE INFINIX
INOWVI TELECOM (PVT.] LIMITED INFINIX 219,280 15,992 780
ZEMITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) IMITED INFINIX 5 515
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX
" MDBICILL (PRIVATE] LIMITED INFINIX
" TRANSSION TICNG ILICTROMNICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX 237,700 18,311 496
" CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TTEL a a1m
“TECND PACK GLLCTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 2,000 134,156
ITEL
KXD
MOTOROLA B
MOTOROLA 1,100 278,400
MOTOROLA
T SICCOTEL TRADING NOKIA 6 380
_UNITED NATION NOKIA
B HNOKiA
MO NAME 2 132
MO NARME
MO NAME
MO NARME
MO NAME
MO NARE
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION MO NAME
EXERT TECH [PRIVATE) UMITED OPPO 57,700 4,275,700
_ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE] LIMITED @ MOBILE
_UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.] LIMITED Q MOBILE
EXERT TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED REALPE 191,300 14,292 100
_SUNTON MOBILE TECH [PRIVATE] LIMITED REALPE
_LEMES TECS FROFES L 2 i,460
_SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN [PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG 10 3,062
EHEEN EMTERPRISES SAMSUNG
_ROHD W AKISTAN [FUT.) LIMITED SAMSUNG s
__E.l_gc_-r_mgi_'gl_t_gpnmnm LIMITED SAMESUNG 148,110 21,911,138
SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG
EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG
_¥DUNG TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED 5D MOBILE
COTEL TRADING SHARP
TECNO
__AIR LINK COMPUNICATION LTD TECNO 85,0080 5,188,640
__ADVANCE TELECOM [PVT.) LIMITED TECNO R E
_TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS [FRIVATE] LIMI TECNO 239,832 23,235,527
_ CORETICH TECHO 1x0 11,26
SICCOTEL TRADING TECHO _
_ CARLCARE SERVICE [FVT.] LIMITED TECNO A 620
__COASTALJADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE] LIMITED ALt 58,001 25,413,753
55H TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED WGOTEL i 25
CARLCARE SERVICE [PVT.] LIMITED VILLADN
_INOVI TELECON (PVT.) LIMITED VILLADN
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS HIACKL
_CORETECH KIACRAI
TECH SIRAT (FRIVATE) LIMITED KIACRAI
GLOGAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIRITED KIACRI
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICLS [FRIVATE) LIMITED KiAOHI -] 3,100
OPTIMLIS, XiAOnAI L] 1,820
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED HIACKL 211,400 14,356,575
UNITED COMMUNICATION [PUT.] LIMITED ® MOBILE
DEPLOY [PVT.] LIMITED X MOBILE
FREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LUIMITED ZEEKER
VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED ITE
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE] LIMITED ITE 10,200 539,988
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PYT.} IMITED zTE
APFLE 22,850 15,839,743
ALLCALL
_AQUOS
150 18,000
3,000 273,800
a56,085 34,304,791
2,008 134,875
1,100 278,400
& 380
2 13z
57,700 4,275,700
191,309 14,258,560
148,120 21,914,197
324,956 28,436,613
258,001 25,412,753
1 25
211,464 14,381 880
10,200 539 988
1,687 853 160,095,937
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MLUILLER & FHIFFS
Officiol Distributor of ZTE Pokistan

nubia Series

nubia Music

-600%

nubia V60 Design o

*6.6” 90Hz -Sky-Mirror Glass
Live Island Exquisite Design

16(6+10)68+25668 [ asl

nubia Neo 2 €

- Shoulder Triggers
Enhanced Gaming

+6.72" 120Hz
Ultra-smooth Display

-6000mAh Battery
33W Fast Charging

- Built for Gamers
Game Space 2.0

20(8+12)GB+256GB UFS 3.1 i RT A4 0

Better For All...

Dual Earphone Jacks
*Dual Music

»22.5W *50MP Light Effects
5000mAh Al Camera .5000mAh

Large Battery

8(4+4)GB+128GB QENINLL)

G )

)

nubia Focus € nubia Focus Pro

-108MP *108MP OIS
Meovision Al Photography Meovision Al Photography
*6.6"HD + 120Hz *6.72" FHD+120Hz
Display with Live Island Display with Live Island
-5000mAh -5000mAh
22 B6W Fast Charging 33W Fast Charging
-256Gb UFS3.1 -Capture Button
Large Storage Sliding Shortcut

16(6+10)6B+256GB JERARLL) 20(8+12)GB+256GB UFS 3.

www.ztedevices.com 06 /ztemobilepakistan
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ral n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Taloeammiimcanan Lt

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777




B vrrrrrmrrl | [l

Free download:flare.pk *f facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial m twitter.com/flaremagazinepk 2024 /.f}

IG36 -' 166

n..-_',h.'-.-r:"-' ﬂ.- S : A : 3 L"*""““*M“f‘“” Yo sole . 2570

%

.“}r JPFJ-...ufJJ/._.-;;FA rb’lf,u

. ., y (_J}‘?f/::_.....-—bli-’fuf
Jﬂwwume

&b:

o
i rd il tf"r&}UiMﬁmﬂﬁfm!%&ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂmﬂﬁﬁﬁgﬁgﬁﬁmpﬂll& card fM@ﬁ%ﬂ»bﬂhH@mgﬁ&Mwﬁ%




iy
.( Smattnk @
Xia

omi Store
Authorized Resellar

POCGS c75

8GB + 256GB A

o Massive 5160mAh (typ) Battery

° Clear 50MP Al Dual Camera

® Immersive 6.88" Display




V40 Series
Co-engineered with w

ZEISS Portrait So Pro
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