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l.ditor’s
Note

Anti-polio
campaign
and obstacles

Polio, an infectious disease, has been over the years, going on as a
major concern in Pakistan where multiple challenges stand in the way
of its complete eradication.

Pakistan is among a few countries globally which are struggling
against this viral disease. Polio elimination is a serious concern at the
international level at present after the West and almost the whole part
of Asia stand purged of this disease long ago and now do not like to
see polio-virus reaching them by any means.

The Pakistan Polio Eradication Programme has been striving
to eliminate the poliovirus from the country since 1994, This
collaborative effort involves the Government of Pakistan and foreign
donors including the Bill & Malinda Gates Foundation.

In 2024, the government launched three polic eradication programs,
marking the final anti-polio campaign of the year in an ongoing effort
to rid the country of the disease as in previous years.

It is disheartening that the government has not achieved the
desired outcomes in eradicating the wirus. Besides the scarcity of
funds, challenges such as security concerns, vaccine hesitancy,
and misinformation have impeded progress. Attacks on police and
polio health workers have negatively impacted the nationwide anti-
polio campaign against the resurgent disease. Over the past decade,
mumerous police and polio workers have lost their lives, largely due to
misinformation surrounding the vaccination campaign.

Before launching a polio drive, it is essential to have a comprehensive
plan to educate the community, especially by involving influential
figures and elders to promote the benefits of administering polio drops.
Emphasising the importance of immunising children against polio is
crucial, likening it to seeking prompt medical attention for illnesses,
heart attacks, or injuries as a preventive measure to protect children
from the severe effects of polio.

The recent rise in polio cases in various districts underscores
a significant health crisis with widespread implications. The
government's response remains insufficient, heavily reliant on external
funding for eradication efforts.

The termination of polio officers’ contracts in Khyber by the
World Health Organization highlights the temporary nature of
external support. It is imperative for the state to take responsibility
and ensure the sustainability and efficacy of such initiatives without
solely depending on international donors. The dedication of field
healthcare workers in challenging conditions deserves recognition, but
a more strategic and robust approach is necessary, including increased
immunisation campaigns, addressing misinformation, enhancing
worker security, and fostering community trust.

Globally, only two other countries, including Afghanistan and
conflict-ridden regions in Africa, share Pakistan’s status as polio-
endemic. Unlike these nations, Pakistan has the resources and
international support required for polio eradication, making its failure
to do the needful as unacceptable. This failure highlights systemic
inefficiencies and misplaced priorities, indicating governance issues,
public health infrastructure challenges, and administrative indifference.
The inability to eliminate a preventable disease starkly contrasts with
the mation's capabilities in other areas.

So side by side generating funds indigenocusly to combat polio,
Pakistan needs to frame a comprehensive and foolproof strategy to
ensure every child is vaccinated against this crippling disease.
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Embracing Al without fear

Some individuals emphasise the negative consequences of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and downplay its significance.
In the past, we used to issue commands to computers and
robots. However, advancements in science and technology
have led to the creation of robots and machines that can
operate without our direct mput. Al is a prime example of
this technology, empowering robots to make autonomous
decisions without human intervention.

It 1s important to note that what was once umimaginable 1s
now a part of our daily lives. Al is poised to become a crucial
tool in our daily routines. Some experts and scientists even
suggest that it may become as essential as a ventilator for
patients. Critics of Al technology argue that it has led to a
reduction m job opportunities for humans. While this may
be true to some extent, a closer examination reveals that
new branches in the industrial sector are emerging, thereby
mitigating the 1ssue of unemployment. Therefore, AT should
not be viewed as a threat or a curse; rather, it 1s a valuable
scienttfic gift to simplify our lives.

Many writers and philosophers speculate that humans
will suffer and become subservient to robots in the future.
However, researchers disagree with this perception. They
assert that humans are the creators of these robots and
possess the knowledge to utilise them for their benefit. Just
as every lock has a key, every functioning robot is governed
by algorithms. The level of human control over robots today

1s comprehensive and absolute.

Mian Farhan Mahmood, Lahore

Awareness about cybersecurity

As internet usage in Pakistan continues to imcrease, many
users are unaware of the potential risks in the digital realm,
highlighting a pressing need for attention. Despite a majority
of the population being connected online, a significant portion
lacks knowledge of fundamental digital privacy measures,
leaving them vulnerable to threats such as identity theft,
financial scams, and data breaches. This lack of awareness
not only jeopardises individuals but also undermines trust in
the digital economy, a key factor for its development.

Uninformed individuals often unknowingly share
sensitive imnformation online, making them easy targets for
cybercriminals. The absence of widespread education on
safe browsing practices, privacy settings, and the dangers
of oversharing personal information exacerbates this
vulnerability. Recent global cyber incidents and data breaches
further emphasise the urgent need for digital literacy.

To tackle this issue, a collaborative approach involving
the government, private sector, and civil society is crucial.
National awareness campaigns aimed at youth and new
internet users can empower individuals to protect their
data. Educational institutions, workplaces, and community
centres should play a significant role in promoting digital
safety practices in everyday life. By raising awareness
and fostering a culture of online security, Pakistan can
safeguard its citizens and establish a secure, relable digital

environment.

Muhammad Shahjahan Memon, Islamabad

Online banking awareness

Using online banking channels has become necessary, if
not inevitable, for various payments and money transfers.
However, most people take into account the hidden charges
or bank fees related to it. The cost and challenges associated

‘Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

with traditional banking channels and mobile wallets are
often disquieting. Besides, people have also faced a variety
of problems in their interbank transfers. All such elements
work as impediments to the growth of online banking n
the country. I had never used the Raast platform that was
introduced by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). It was only
recently that I had the occasion to use it, and found it to be an
efficient mode of online transfers. It was instant, reliable and
absolutely free of any charges. As I later came to know, the
platform is available for mobile phone applications, internet
banking and over-the-counter services.

Impressed by the facility, I find it crucial to raise awareness
about Raast so that people may take due benefit from this
online facility. All commercial banks allow customers to create
a Raast identity (ID) by linking their preferred International
Bank Account Number (IBAN) with their registered cellphone
number. Once that has been created, it allows others to make
money transfers by only using the cellphone number, taking
away the need to remember account details and codes.

From my experience from ignorance to awareness, I believe
it 1s the lack of general information that 1s keeping the pubhie
away from this facility. SBP should be proactive in this regard.

Azam Hameed, Multan

Fair tariffs lead to a bright future

The masses are growing in frustration due to consistently
surging tariffs and rates of electricity, gas and water. The
increasing prices have made it nearly impossible for most
citizens to afford these utility services. Their soaring costs
not only add to existing financial pressure on houscholds
but are also causing default rates to climb. In Sindh, sadly,
people may resort to illegal hook (kunda) connections and
justify this act with the perception that they cannot afford to
pay the bills anymore.

Crackdowns on electricity theft are frequently announced,
with the prime minister leading a nationwide push against
it. However, the core issue that needs to be addressed is: are
power utilities also expected to operate as law-enforcement
agencies and take full responsibility for stopping energy theft
without the support of a legal policy framework? Utilities
are already carrying out crackdowns against power theft and
defaulters on top of their core business but there i1s only so
much that companies can do.

Abdul Havee, Karachi

Gaming hazards

Despite my knowledge of weapons, I was surprised by the
detailed information a 12-year-old had about advanced
weapons, learned from playing ‘Player Unknown’s Battle
Grounds (PUBG)’. The child knew about weapon range,
magazine capacity, and manufacturing countries. This raised
concerns about the impact of such games on young minds.
Recent incidents, like a terrorist attack on foreign diplomats
and a blast in Lahore, revealed the use of PUBG for planning
and recruitment.

These incidents highlight how gaming applications can be
exploited for violent activities and terrorism. It 1s crucial to
monitor the gaming industry and implement filters to prevent
exposure to harmful content, safeguarding our children from
negative influences.

Asad Khan, Bannu

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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he prices of essential kitchen staples have
risen sharply, putting a strain on house-
pressure. This increase comes despite gov-
ernment claims of a decrease in inflation, causing
concern among citizens already struggling with high

Essential items such as food, medicines, educa-
tion, electricity, gas, and now even water have be-
come unaffordable, pushing the common man to-
wards financial instability. The weak Pakistani rupee
against other currencies and high gold prices have
also impacted the economy and the common man,
as investors have shifted to foreign currencies and
gold, which have generated unemployment.

When attempting to purchase groceries at gov-
ernment-set rates,shopkeepers often refuse to sell
at those prices, citing higher purchase costs. When
questioned about why they display the government
rate list if they do not adhere to it, they simply state
that it is to avoid fines, and they would discard it oth-
erwise. Citizens are calling on the government to en-
force strict measures against vendors who do not sell
essential goods at the prices set by authorities.

According to the district government rate list,
prices of commodities appear decreasing daily.
However, this is merely an illusion as traders are not
selling goods at the listed rates. They can't sell items
below the purchase price.

Consumers have reported that shopkeepers are
not following government-set rates for food items,
and they are urging constant monitoring by district
administration. They are demanding strict action
against those who are making it difficult for the
public to meet their necessities at affordable prices.
Despite the government'’s announcement of reduced
prices for flour, ghee, pulses, sugar, and other food
items,traders and shopkeepers have not brought

down the prices in most markets. They continue to
sell goods at their prices, disregarding the official rat-
elist. There is no oversight from the district price con-
trol committee or other relevant authorities. Despite
recent decreases in food prices, traders themselves
are setting prices without regard to the official rates.

Even though the Punjab government directed
officials to ensure the implementation of minimum
wages across the province, they have failed to do so.
‘Workers are supposed to receive a minimum month-
ly salary of Rs 37,000 without exceptions. The gov-
ernment has warned that violations will not be tol-
erated, and strict action will be taken agamnst those
responsible. A helpline (1314) has been activated to
address workers’ complaints.

In November, annual inflation dropped to a six-
and-a-half-year low of 4.9 per cent, down from 7.2
per cent in October, primarily due to lower prices of
perishable food items. The Consumer Price Index
(CFI) showed a slowdown in headline inflation to
0.6 per cent in August, the first ime it had been in
singledigits over three years, according to data from
the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.

Inflation has been on a downward frend since
August, reaching its lowest point in November. The
decrease in inflation is partly due to a highbase effect
from the previous year when annual inflation was at
29.2 per cent in November 2023.

Increased crop yields, especially wheat, rice, and
sugar, have helped lower food prices this year, along
with reduced reliance on imports. Government sup-
port for agriculture, including increased loans and
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Food inflation 6-year
low yet people
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According to the district government rate list, the
prices of commodities appear decreasing daily.
However, this is merely an illusion as traders are not
selling goods at the listed rates. They can’t sell items

below the purchase price

favourable weather conditions, has played a key role
in boosting production.

CPI inflation exceeded 10 per cent in November
2021 and remained in double digits for 33 consec-
utive months until July. It peaked at 38 per cent in
May 2023, driven by unprecedented food and energy
prices.

During the first five months of the current fiscal
vear (July-November), inflation averaged 7.88 per
cent, compared to 28.62 per cent during the same pe-
riod last year. Analysts attribute this decline to lower
global commodity prices, stable exchange rates, and
improved agricultural outputs.

F.ssential items such as food,
medicines, education, electrici-
ty, gas, and now even water have

become unaffordable, pushing
the common man towards
financial instability

The IMF’s prediction for CPI inflation for FY25
was initially 12.7 per cent but has been revised down

to 9.5 per cent, indicating a 3.2 per cent decrease.
In November, urban and rural inflation rates were
5.2 per cent and 4.3 per cent year-on-year, respective-
ly. Food inflation in urban areas was 1.7 per cent in
November, while rural areas saw a decrease of 0.2
per cent. Non-food inflation stood at 7.8 per cent in
urban areas and 9.1 per cent in rural areas. Food in-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |

flation was at 9.4 per cent in October 2021 and has
since fluctuated, reaching its highest level in May
2023 at 48.1 per cent.

Core inflation, excluding volatile food and ener-
gy prices, was 8.9 per cent in urban areas and 10.9
per cent in rural areas.

Ower the past 12 months, core inflation in urban
areas peaked at 18.4 per cent in July 2023 before
gradually declining to 8.9 per cent in November.

In 2018, the estimated average inflation rate in
Pakistan amounted to about 3.93 per cent compared
to the previous vear, a slight drop from 2017, but
an ever sharper one compared to four years earlier.
Ower the next few years, it is estimated to level off at
around 6.5 per cent.

Pakistan is one of the most populous countries in
the world with a low urbanisation rate, which means
the majority of Pakistanis live in rural areas. Howev-
er, the majority of the country’s GDP is generated by
the services sector, which also employs most of the
workforce. As of now, Pakistan's economic growth
seems stable, but that wasn't always the case.

Like many others, Pakistan's economy suffered
during the 2009 financial crisis, and while it has re-
covered today, inflation was still over 10 per cent in
2012. GDP slumped during that time as well, but
now, ten years later, it has almost tripled and seems
to be on an upward trend. Although its GDP gen-
eration now mainly relies on services, Pakistan still
country still struggles with an increasing trade deficit
and rising national debt — two factors that could hin-
der economic growth in the future.

DECEMBER, 2024
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High tariffs make
Pakistan 6th biggest
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wind,

biomass, account for only 54 per cent of Pakistan’s

installed power

generation capacity of 39,772

megawaltts, while fossil fuels dominate the fuel mix at
63 per cent, followed by hydropower at 25 per cent

akistan has become the sixth-largest solar

market globally, with its rapid adoption of

solar energy offering valuable lessons for

emerging markets, according to a recent
report by the World Economic Forum. This devel-
opment comes as Islamabad seeks to mitigate the
impact of rising fuel prices by transitioning to renew-
able energy sources.

Pakistan’s energy sector has long grappled with
financial challenges stemming from circular debt,
power theft, and transmission losses, resulting in
blackouts and high electricity costs.

The country's favourable climatic conditions,
with over nine hours of sunlight in most regions,
make it an ideal location for solar power generation.
Utilizing just 0.071 per cent of Pakistan’s land area
for solar photovoltaic (solar PV) power generation
could meet the nation's electricity demand, as per
the World Bank. Currently, renewables, including
wind, solar, and biomass, account for only 5.4 per
cent of Pakistan’s installed power generation capac-
ity of 39,772 megawatts, while fossil fuels dominate
the fuel mix at 63 per cent, followed by hydropower
at 25 per cent.

The World Economic Forum’s report highlights
that declining solar panel prices and soaring grid
electricity tariffs, which have surged by 153 per cent
over three years, are driving the adoption of renew-
able energy in Pakistan, with solar power leading the
way.

The report underscores that Pakistan's transi-
tion to solar energy has been accelerated by external
factors such as China’s surplus production of solar
panels, resulting in reduced costs for Pakistan and
making it the third-largest destination for Chinese
solar exports.

Various sectors, including industrial, agricultur-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

al, and residential, have embraced solar energy, with
imported Chinese modules totalling 13 gigawatts in
the first half of the year and projected to reach 22
gigawatts by year-end.

The World Economic Forum emphasises that
the inability of state-owned energy providers to en-
sure a stable supply, coupled with the government’s
inconsistent energy policy marked by inefficiencies
in production, pricing, and regulations, has exacer-
bated Palastan’s energy crisis, prompting increased
adoption of solar energy.

The report notes that grid electricity demand de-
clined by over 10 per cent in the past fiscal year due
to inflated tariffs, leading to a surge in solar adop-
tion among industrial, commercial, and private users
capable of self-generation. The report suggests that
supportive policies, such as offering credit for solar
installations in off-grid areas and categorising cus-
tomers, can further boost renewable energy adoption
in Pakistan. It concludes that Pakistan’s experience
underscores the importance of balancing policy in-
novation with market adaptation to drive sustainable
and equitable energy solutions.

As more consumers abandon the grid, the result-
ing decline in demand drives up fixed costs for those
who remain connected, intensifying the burden of
capacity payments and further straining state financ-
es. Clean energy, in contrast with the official figures
from the country's electricity regulator, is emerging
as the key beneficiary.

These new realities are shaped by the inability of
to deliver a stable supply, a challenge that has con-
sistently hindered economic growth. The Interna-
tional Energy Agency reports that while Pakistan’s
per capita electricity consumption grew by 87% be-
tween 2000 and 2022, over 40 million people remain

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK
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without access to electricity, and half the population
still lacks clean cooking facilities. Many more live
in off-grid or underserved areas, with under four
hours of electricity daily. Meanwhile, record-break-
ing heatwaves are boosting demand for basic cooling
like fans. Due to the exorbitant costs and unreliable
performance of the power grid, 40-50% of industries
rely on captive power plants despite being connected
to the grid.

The government's inconsistent energy policy —
characterized by inefficiencies in production, pric-
ing, and regulations — has further deepened the en-
ergy crises. The recent electricity price hike, seen by
many as an alternative tax, has driven grid electricity
consumption to its lowest level in four years, with a
double-digit decline in demand. Grid electricity de-
mand dropped by more than 10% in the past fiscal
year as inflated tariffs burdened consumers with cov-
ering inefficiencies. This trend has sparked a wave of
solar adoption among industrial, commercial, and
private users who can afford self-generation.

Global regulations, such as the European Union's
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism, and glob-
al brands' net-zero commitments are adding to the
industries face competitive pressure to source renew-
able energy or risk losing market share to greener
competitors. Without access to renewable energy via
the grid or captive units, these businesses are at a sig-
nificant disadvantage.

The momentum towards solar adoption is fur-
ther fuelled by growing consumer independence,
driven by declining battery prices and the desire for
reliable energy availability. Affordable battery-based
systems are reshaping demand patterns, accelerating
the shift to renewables, particularly solar power. This
highlights the urgent need for proactive grid modern-
ization to manage effectively the growing integration
of distributed renewable energy sources.

While solarization offers immense opportunities,
it also underscores the risks of an unmanaged tran-
sition. Pakistan’s case raises questions about the via-
bility of traditional state-run grids and the economic
impact of large-scale renewable adoption. A decade
ago, the question was: “Can solar power Pakistan?”
Today, we explore a critical question: Can Pakistan
and other emerging markets realistically transition
entirely to renewable energy without jeopardizing
the stability of their national grids? With the rapid
shift of demand from the grid to rooftop renewables,
the national grid is at risk of a downward debt spiral.

Modernising Pakistan's national electricity grid
is essential for enhancing reliability, expanding ac-
cess to off-grid areas, and significantly reducing
costs. This will necessitate the adoption of advanced
Al-driven monitoring and forecasting tools, invest-
ments in capacity augmentation — including the inte-
gration of rapid-response battery storage and digital
metering infrastructure — and proactive initiatives by
distribution companies to align supply with demand
effectively.

Pakistan’s energy sector has
long grappled with financial
challenges stemming from
circular debt, power theft, and
transmission losses, resulting in
blackouts and high electricity
costs

Moreover, it will require strong political will to
implement comprehensive market reforms, includ-
ing the privatisation and unbundling of distribution
companies, to foster a competitive market. However,
associated with grid modernisation make these mea-
sures unlikely in the current climate. China's dual
role in this transition further complicates the picture.
While heavily investing in Pakistan’s thermal power
projects, China also benefits as the leading supplier
of solar technology, influencing both sides of the en-
ergy equation.
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he journey to launch 5G technology in

Pakistan began in 2016, and almost eight

years down the line the users have been

eagerly awaiting its arrival. The govern-
ment has now set a new target date of April 2025
for the launch of 5G. Will the government over-
come the challenges and fulfil its promise this time,
after failing to launch it within the previously spec-
ified timeframe? It is still a million-dollar question
given the hurdles in the way.

In 2016, then Minister of State for Informa-
tion Technology Anusha Rehman delightfully an-
nounced that Pakistan was going to be the first in
South Asia to test Sth-generation cellular services
for fast connectivity by 2020. But the dream to
launch 3G has yet to come true.

After Anusha, Federal Minister for Information
Technology and Communication Syed Aminul
Hagque stated that smartphone mamufacturing had
started in Pakistan and that 5G technology would
be launched in the country by July 2023. The goal
was to make technology accessible to people in all
parts of the country.

To expedite the introduction of 5G in Pakistan,
former prime minister Imran Khan appointed Ta-
nia Aidrus to lead Pakistan’s Digital Program.
However, the launch of 5G could not be made. For-
mer Google executive Tania Aidmus was appointed
by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s administration
for the Digital Pakistan project, which she previ-
ously led from December 2019 to July 2020 during
Imran Khan's tenure. Before the elections, caretaker
Federal Minister for Information Technology and
Telecommunication, Dr Umar Saif,announced the
launch of 5G services in Pakistan by July-August
2024. The coalition government again claimed to
launch 5G spectrum technology by April 2025 but
it faced significant hurdles which failed the target.
Foreign consultants engaged by the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA) have highlighted
critical policy, business, and administrative chal-
lenges that could impede the 3G rollout in Pakistan.

The National Economic Research Associates
(INER.A), a US-sponsored consultancy firm, identi-
fied policy gaps, economic constraints, and admin-
istrative restrictions as key obstacles during consul-
tations with stakeholders. NERA was tasked with
providing policy recommendations and a roadmap
for the 5G auction. The firm shared initial findings
with government officials, including an adwvisory
committee led by Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb, critical issues such as underutilisation
of the existing 4G spectrum, internet restrictions,
and the decision to auction the 5G spectrum in for-
eign currency instead of local currency.

The consultants emphasised that many coun-
tries have shifted to local currency-based auctions to
encourage competition and investment in technolo-
gy. Pakistan’s reliance on foreign exchange auctions
may limit bidders and hinder investment, posing a
significant concern for the upcoming auction. Cel-
lular operators have also raised concerns about the
underutilisation of the 4(3 spectrum launched three
vears ago, highlighting inefficiencies that need to be
resolved before introducing 5G.

NERA has been tasked with developing a mod-
el to address these objectives. Their final proposals
are expected to guide sector reforms for a success-
ful 5G rollout while supporting socio-economic
growth. The government will play a crucial role
in addressing these barriers to ensure the success
of the 3G spectrum auction. With April 2025 ap-
proaching, stakeholders must collaborate to over-
come challenges and unlock the potential of 5G for
nationwide connectivity and development.

Pakistan is preparing to launch 5G services in
April 2025, raising questions about the potential
impact on the economy, industry, and citizens. Will
3G revolutionise Pakistan's digital landscape or ex-
acerbate existing challenges?

As the country gears up for this technological
advancement, it faces various obstacles to 5G adop-
tion. Despite the government’s plans to auction
3G spectrum and roll out commercial services, the
telecom sector grapples with economic constraints,
limited 4G penetration, infrastructure gaps, and a
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As the country gears up for this technological

s abe ot *,“

advancement,itfacesvariousobstaclesto 5G adoption.
Despite the government’s plan to auction 5G spectrum
and roll out commercial services, the telecom sector
grapples with economic constraints, limited 4G
penetration, infrastructure gaps, and a shortage of

affordable 5G devices

shortage of affordable 5G devices. To assess the
outlook for 5G in Pakistan, it is crucial to evaluate
the current state of the telecom sector, anticipate
challenges, and devise strategies to overcome them.
The implementation of 5G technology is expected
to be carried out in phases, starting with the laonch
of 3@ services in major cities and gradually expand-
ing to other parts of the country. The PTA aims to
cover at least 50% of the country’s population with
3G services within the first two years of the launch.

Will the government overcome
the challenges and fulfil its
promise this time, after failing
to launch it within the previ-
ously specified timeframe?

Some telecom operators have expressed comn-
cerns about economic imstability, restrictive pol-
icies, and their limited capacity to participate in
the auction. These operators have noted that the
country has yet to fully leverage its 4G spectrum,
launched three years ago.

The finance minister emphasised the impor-
tance of a strong digital economy for sustainable
development. He reiterated the government’s com-
mitment to enhancing connectivity and improving

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

digital infrastructure to support economic growth.

NERA is expected to deliver its final report, in-
cluding policy recommendations and a roadmap
for the auction, in the coming months. It has sug-
gested balancing affordable access with foreign ex-
change earnings by easing restrictions on internet
traffic and promoting sector expansion.

The PTA’s ability to address these challenges
will determine the success of the 3G auction and
the contribution of the rollout to Pakistan's digital
transformation.

While specialists are still debating the exact
implications of 3G, it is clear that the technology
will be a game-changer, enabling users to download
large amounts of data within seconds. 3G speeds
are projected to be one thousand times faster than
current LTE data transfer speeds. China has al-
ready tested a prototypewith data transfer speeds of
3.5Gbps.

Pakistan's IT sector has experienced significant
growth in recent years, with the government priori-
tising the industry under the Strategic Trade Policy
Framework (STPF) 2020-25 to enhance the coun-
try’s export base.

Facing external pressures, Pakistan's economy
continues to grapple with a widening current ac-
count deficit due to rising imports, and a decline in
remittance flows has prompted the government to
explore other avenues to increase foreign currency
inflows.

DECEMBER, 2024

2VHAS

;
:

W

= WO
8%
Sf
g P
pel
G]o
N=
o hia
T
Hile
HiE
3
:

¥
T
g
E
¥
§

._'A.
I | || m FEarE



H3aMOdH3dNS IH3N
LVHIS
AVNYE 3S 1VHOVE XTHLNOW

a9
1@

220G

b
88
O;s
g &

#1719«

(1SS OIS Y- TeeSN D) S TTVNEL 030001030 L
SUNFLINSMNOS TTHNS TYHSNTE BINiE Lve
SRINTUTOLLHD DR INID T ToWES
NOHETSTTRUAR0H HAEBNEN TTYINEd
v S

-
i
=
q
2
= P

Business Mews Magazine

t is surprising that the government is offering in-

centives to promote solar systems while shifting

the financial burden onto consumers who are

already paying high electricity tariffs. A report
by Arzachel reveals that the transition to solar en-
ergy has led to an estimated tariff increase of two
rupees per unit for grid-dependent consumers, high-
lighting the financial strain and inequalities resulting
from the unregulated expansion of solar adoption
through behind-the-meter systems and net metering.
will decrease by over 10% as more people switch to
solar energy. This will lead to a 17% increase in the
base tariff and an additional burden of Rs 261 bil-
lion on non-solar consumers during the current fiscal
year (2024-25).

In the previous fiscal year (2023-24), non-solar
consumers bore a significant burden of Rs 200 bil-
lion due to the rapid growth of solar energy adop-
tion, as outlined in the report titled “The distributed
divide — how solar expansion affects non-adopting
consumers and utility economics by Arzachel

The report emphasises the need for immediate
regulatory intervention to address the escalating fi-
nancial burden on non-solar consumers. Without
reforms, according to the study, an additional Rs 131
billion in costs anmually could be shifted to non-solar
consumers in the current fiscal year, doubling to Rs
261 billion if grid dem and decreases by 10%.

The report recommends transitioning from net
metering to net billing or Feed-in Tariff (FiT) systems
at lower rates, introducing fixed grid access fees, and
establishing an ancillary services market to enhance
grid stability. It also suggests revising the Distribu-
tion Code to manage bi-directional power flow and
ensure fair cost allocation to balance renewable ener-
gy benefits with grid sustainability.

The report highlights the significant impact of
rooftop and behind-the-meter solar installations on
Pakistan's energy demand profile, with solar adopt-
ers benefiting from savings while non-solar consum-
ers bear the burden of fixed grid maintenance costs
due to reduced grid demand during daylight hours.

The challenges faced by distribution companies
(DISCOs) include voltage instability, reverse power
flows, and increased demand for ancillary services,
necessitating infrastructure investments that further
strain the energy sector. The report warns of the po-
tential “duck curve” phenomenon in Pakistan's grid,
with sharply reduced demand during midday and
a subsequent rise in demand in the evening, posing
challenges to grid management and operational plan-
ning.In response to these challenges, the government
has introduced the Bijli Sahulat Package to provide
relief of up to Rs 26 per unit for various categories of
consumers during the winter months.

This initiative aims to address rising electricity
consumption in winter and encourage efficient ener-
gy use while remaining subsidy-neutral.

The package will be implemented from Decem-
ber 2024 to February 2023, with additional charge-
sapplied to incremental comsumption exceeding
benchmark levels. NEPRA will hold a public hear-
ing on November 26, 2024, to discuss the winter
demand initiative and its impact on electricity con-
sumers across different
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Non-solar users to pay
additional Rs26l1billion
for solar users

A report by Arzachel reveals that the transition to solar
energyhasledtoanestimatedtariffincrease oftworupees
per unit for grid-dependent consumers, highlighting
the financial strain and nequalities resulting from
the unregulated expansion of solar adoption through
behind-the-meter systems and net metering

discounted rate applies to incremental usage up to
25% above the benchmark, beyond which normal
rates will be charged. The Bijli Sahulat Package is
designed to encourage higher electricity consump-
tion during winter months by offering discounted
rates on additional usage, benefiting households
and industries. The reduced costs are expected to
ease financial burdens on consumers and incentiv-
ise increased production during the low-demand
winter period.

The roots of Pakistan’s power-sector crisis go
back decades but went

categories.

Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharnf announced the
Bijli Sahulat Package on
November 9 to provide
relief to consumers during
the winter season. The
package offers reduced
tariffs for incremental
electricity usage above
historical benchmarks for
domestic, commercial,
and industrial consumers,
aiming to stimulate winter
electricity  comsumption

The report predicts that the
national grid demand will de-
crease by over 10% as more
people switch to solar energy,
leading to a 17% increase in the
base tariff and an addition-
al burden of Rs 261 billion on
non-golar consumers during the liberal provisions from the

current fiscal year (2024-25)

upstream in 1994 when Is-
lamabad offered lucrative
deals to foreign investors
to build power plants as
the government and its
rapidly growing popula-
tion pursued economic
growth.

Called Independent
Power Producers (IPFs),
these operators secured

government in the form
of sovereign-backed, dol-

and economic activity.

The package sets a flat rate of Rs 26.07 per unit
for electricity consumed above each consumer’s
historical usage benchmark, with varying relief
amounts for different consumer categories. The
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lar-indexed returns and
commitments to pay for even unused electricity.
Financing mostly flowed to the coal-fired or
gas-fueled plants, which left electricity prices large-
ly tied to fluctuations in the global market for fossil
fuels, with power tariffs in Pakistan more than dou-
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bling in the past three years alone.

The government also scaled back subsidies and
passed the capacity payments made to power pro-
ducers to consumers, a bane for large sections of
society in a developing country like Pakistan where
roughly 40 per cent of the population lives below
the UN-defined poverty line.

Despite concern from the federal government,
the provincial governments of Punjab, home to
more than half of the country’s population -- and
Sindh {(more than 50 million people) are now offer-
ing free or subsidized solar panels to help low-in-
come households. The federal government is also
renegotiating debts, with the hope of stabilizing the
grid and reducing its reliance on fossil fuels.

It's not clear exactly how many people are
switching to solar panels as an alternative source
of electricity. Some honseholds have opted for sim-
ple set-ups for their own needs, while others have
invested large sums in hopes of selling the energy
to the national grid. Many people have been fitting
solar-panel systems on houses and businesses for
20 years, but the energy crisis and falling trust in
the government’s ability to resolve it has triggered a
major uptick in installations.

Consumption of electricity from the national
grid fell by 10 per cent in 2023 compared to the
previous year amid rising electricity prices and this
decrease could deepen as Islamabad faces pressure
to increase electricity prices in budget-balancing
moves to repay a loan from the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF).
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TECNO unvells
Al-powered Image

Matrix and 2 Al
imaging technologies

L

at Future Lens 2024

TECND

As TECNO continues to explore new ways to integrate Al
into imaging, ithas encountered a fundamental challenge:
the limited computing power of smartphones to support
complexAloperations. Toaddressthischallenge, TECNO
developed the Image Matrix, an advanced “brain” for
Al-powered imaging that reimagines the entire process
to optimise computational power and deliver rapid, high-

quality image processing

ECNO Pakistan, a leading innovator in

technology, unveiled three groundbreaking

advancements in imaging at its annual Fu-

ture Lens 2024 event in Chongging, China.
The highlight was the introduction of the TECNO
Image Matrix (TIM), EVS Dynamic Shot, and Tap
Any Zoom Dual Prism Telephoto, each revolution-
ising mobile imaging with improved photo quality,
motion capture, and stable long-range shots.

Future Lens 2024, TECNO's fourth signature im-
aging event, showcased the brand’s focus on Al-driv-
en, user-centric innovation. The event brought to-
gether smartphone and photography enthusiasts,
industry leaders, and media, creating a dynamic
space for learning, discussion, and idea exchange. [t
concluded with a tour of TECNO's R&D lab and its
highly automated factory, demonstrating the compa-
ny's ongoing commitment to pushing the boundaries
of mobile imaging technology.

As TECNO continues to explore new ways to
integrate Al into imaging, it has encountered a fun-
damental challenge: the limited computing power of
smartphones to support complex Al operations. To
address this challenge, TECNO developed the Im-
age Matrix, an advanced “brain” for Al-powered im-
aging that reimagines the entire process to optimise
computational power and deliver rapid, high-quality
image processing.

Leveraging the upgraded TAPS (TECNO Algo-
rithm Process Stack), the Image Matrix streamlines
the imaging pipeline from capture to post-process-
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ing. It consists of four layers: the Hardware Founda-
tion Layer integrates key components like cameras
and sensors; the De-construction Layer applies es-
sential algorithms like noise reduction and stabilisa-
tion; and the Engine Re-construction Layer powers
four Al-driven engines—AI RAW for low-light and

backlit enhancements, Al SNAP for instant captures,
AIGC Studio for advanced editing, and AI UT for

e | [

Without EVS

With EVS

natural skin tone restoration. These engines work to-
gether to deliver exceptional imaging performance,
offering features such as Al Shooting Quality++,
Portrait Master, and Video Master in the Applica-
tion Layer, redefining mobile imaging with profes-
sional-grade results.

TECNOQO has also developed two Al-powered
imaging technologies to address common user chal-
lenges. One such innovation, EVS Dynamic Snap-
shot, addresses the difficulty of capturing moving
subjects. Unlike traditional cameras that capture
pixels frame-by-frame, TECNO’s technology cap-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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tures the enfire motion path of a subject by focusing
on moving elements and using EVS pixels to record
motion data.

By combining CMOS with DVS high-frequen-
cy circuits, EVS Dynamic Snapshot captures dense
motion data and tracks moving subjects dynamically.
This enables the capture of sharp, full-frame imag-
es, even of fast-moving subjects. The Al algorithms
optimise motion blur by merging static objects from
the RGB camera with moving ones detected by EVS,
delivering clear and complete photos.

This technology allows users to capture dynamic,

TECNO also introduced its Tap Any Zoom Dual
Prism Telephoto technology at Future Lens 2024,
addressing challenges in telephoto shooting such as
focusing difficulties, blurring, and limited re-fram-
ing options. This technology combines a dual-prism
design, lens-shift optical image stabilisation, and AT
algorithms to capture stunning telephoto shots. By
double-tapping a subject, users can instantly zoom
up to 30x for fast, precise framing. The stabilisation
and dual-prism wide swing angle reduces vibrations,
ensuring sharp, clear images.

The dual prism allows for ultra-wide-angle cap-
ture with up to 14x zoom, providing greater focal

length and perspective. The long-range scanning
function and 400MP pixel auto-assembly guaran-

tee high-resolution shots, while the telephoto sweep
function enables full-frame stitching without distor-
tion, offering more freedom in re-framing.

Through events like Future Lens, TECNO is re-
inforcing its commitment to breaking barriers in im-
aging excellence, establishing itself as a trailblazer of

TECNO has also developed

two Al-powered imaging tech-
nologies to address common
user challenges. One such in-
novation, EVS Dynamic Snap-
shot, addresses the difficulty
of capturing moving subjects.
Unlike traditional cameras that
capture pixels frame-by-frame,
TECNO's technology captures
the entire motion path of a
subject by focusing on moving
elements and using EVS pixels
to record motion data

Al innovations while enhancing the mobile imaging
experience. In line with its “Stop At Nothing” brand
philosophy, TECNO aims to provide consumers,
particularly those in often overlooked emerging mar-
kets, with more powerful, intuitive, and productive
solutions.
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Inovi Telocom-Infinix booth at ARY
Save Gold IExhibition attracts millions

I

'The booth attracted a lot of attention from attendees, who had the chace to try out
the latest mobile phones from the HOT, NOTE, and ZERO series and learn more

about them from the Inovi Telecom team

novi Telecom, in collaboration with Infinix,
‘was a prominent participant at the ARY Save
Gold Street Experience Exhibition event held
at PC Hotel Karachi. Inovi Telecom and In-
finix showcased a variety of smartphones from the

HOT, NOTE, and ZERO series, underlining their
dedication to promoting local manufacturing and
technology.

The booth attracted a lot of attention from at-
tendees, who had the chance to try out the latest

mobile phones from the HOT, NOTE, and ZERO
series and learn more about them from the Inovi
Telecom team.

During the event, officials from Inovi Telecom
expressed their gral:l.tu.de to the large number of vis-

itors to the booth and experienced the innovation,
style, and performance of Infinix devices firsthand.

They also mentioned their plans to participate
in more events and provide product updates to
their customers.

Inovi Telecom and Infinix SpPoONsor

l.ok Virsa 2024

novi Telecom and Infinix proudly sponsored
the Lok Virsa 2024 event, which celebrated
Pakistan’s culture, heritage, and artistry. The
collaboration between the two companies
helped bring the cultural celebration to life, pro-
viding an unforgettable experience for all attend-

The organiser expressed deep gratitude to the
amazing sponsor, Inovi Telecom, for their stead-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

fast support in making Lok Mela 2024 a huge suc-

cess.

Lok Mela 2024 offered a mesmerising explora-
tion of Pakistan's diverse cultural heritage. The vi-
brant cultural display of Pakistan took centre stage
at Lok Mela 2024 in Islamabad, attracting a record
num'bcr of visitors to a Iﬁ-da}r cxl:m‘.ragansa filled

with colours, sounds, and flavours that highlighted
the country’s rich diversity.
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- Jazz and kingro
Connect partner to
strengthen Pakistan’s
digital infrastructure

F|||'|'|

Kaan Terzioglu, VEON Group CEO and Chairman
of Jazz Board said that our collaboration with Engro
Corp, starting in Pakistan, our largest market, will
empower Jazz to focus on innovative digital services
and cutting-edge technologies that serve Pakistan’s
digital ambition. It will also help VEON showcase the
wide range of opportunities for shareholder value
creation and new business models across our markets

azz, VEON's digital operator in Pakistan, and
Engro Connect, a subsidiary of Engro Corpo-
ration, have announced a strategic partnership
to improve the management and utilisation of
telecommmunications infrastructure in Pakistan.

In the initial phase of the partnership, VEON's
infrastructure assets held under Deodar (Private)
Limited, a VEON Group company fully owned by
VEON through its subsidiary PMCL, will transfer
to Engro Corp’s subsidiary, Engro Connect, through
a scheme of arrangement. VEON's digital operator
Jazz will continue to lease Deodar’s extensive infra-
structure for nationwide mobile voice and data ser-
vices under a long-term partnership agreement.

Kaan Terzioglu, Group CEO of VEON and
Chairman of Jazz Board, and Abdul Samad
Dawood, Director of Engro Corp, signed the stra-
tegic partnership in Dubai, UAE, in the presence of
Augie K Fabela I, VEON Chairman and Founder,
Hussain Dawood, Chairman of Engro Corp, and
Aamir Tbrahim, CEO of Jazz, along with their re-
spective team.

The partnership signifies a significant milestone
in VEON's asset-light strategy, focusing on ser-
vices-focused businesses in line with VEON's digital
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operator model. The arrangement is subject to cus-
tomary legal and regulatory approvals in Pakistan.
As part of the agreement, Engro will pay Jazz ap-
proximately $188 million and guarantee the repay-
ment of Deodar’s intercompany debt of $375 mil-

“This strategic partnership is a crucial step in ad-
vancing VEON's asset-light strategy. The traditional
vertically integrated telco model is no longer sustain-
able for operators, nor conducive to the growth of
developing economies. Our collaboration with En-
gro Corp, starting in Pakistan, our largest market,
will enable Jazz to concentrate on innovative digi-
tal services and cutting-edge technologies that sup-
port Pakistan's digital aspirations. It will also allow
VEON to demonstrate the various opportunities for
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shareholder value creation and new business models
across our markets,” said Kaan Terzioglu, VEON
Group CEQ and Chairman of Jazz Board.

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz, stated: “This part-
nership is a significant milestone in our transition to
a fully digital ServiceCo, aligning with VEON's stra-
tegic focus on an asset-light approach. By optimising
a trusted infrastructure management leader, we are
reinforcing our commitment to driving Pakistan's
digital transformation. This collaboration enables us
to contimue delivering innovative solutions that en-

Hussain Dawood, Chairman of Engro Corpora-
tion, remarked: “This partnership is transformative
for both Engro and Pakistan’s telecommunications
sector. By expanding our tower-sharing network, we
are assisting MINOs in delivering essential services
at lower costs, ultimately empowering communities
with improved and more affordable connectivity:
This collaboration strengthens our longstanding re-
lationship with VEON's Jazz, reinforcing our shared
vision of a digitally inclusive Pakistan.”

Ahsan Zafar Syed, President & CEO of Engro
Corporation, commented: “Affordable and acces-
sible digital connectivity is the cornerstone of a
brighter, more inclusive future for Pakistan. This
partnership is a step forward in empowening millions
of people with opportunities to participate meaning-
fully in the nation’s social and economic progress.”

Abdul Samad Dawood, Director of Engro Cor-
poration, said: “This deal reflects Engro’s ongoing
commitment to addressing critical issues through im-
pactful infrastructure — particularly by enabling low-
cost, high-quality connectivity, which is essential for
progress. This partnership will benefit the broader
telecom ecosystem in Pakistan: By utilising Engms
infrastructure, all players in the tel ations
sector can focus on delivering enhanced services
and expanding coverage. The enhanced capabilities

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz
said that this partnership
marks a significant milestone in
our transformation into a fully
digital ServiceCo, advancing
VEON’s strategic focus on an
asset-light approach. By opti-
mising our infrastructure and
collaborating with Engro Corp,
a trusted leader in infrastruc-
ture management

resulting from this partnership will help us empow-
er communities through better and more affordable
conmectivity while contributing to the broader digital
transformation in Pakistan and beyond.”

This partnership underscores Jazz's steadfast
dedication to accelerating Pakistan's digital journey,
fostering innovation, and creating sustainable value
for communities nationwide.

DECEMBER, 2024



)

il {01'3) -
AG 4 2 2 A 4G SMART PHONE [PNIETET:

WITH ANDROID PLAYSTORE PLAYSTORE

Sewes

@) TOUCH & TYPE SCREEN
=] 2.8" HD SMART IP5

2GB RAM | 16GB ROM
MTK PROCESS50R

THE REVOLUTIONARY

4G SMART

LONG LASTING

5000mAh BATTERY
——e e —

THE REVOLUTIOMNARY

4G SMART 4G4 v 7

ENJOY WHATSAPP VIDEO CALLING
WITH FACEBOOK, WHATSAPP, TIKTOK, YOUTUBE

TOUCH SCREEN FOWERFUL DUAL

2.8”’BIG 5000 SIM

DISPLAY MAH sSLaTS

2GEB RAM TYPE-C CHARGING
16GBROM 4G HOTSPOT
STORAGE CONNECTIVITY

i
=ahs

THE REVOLUTIONARY

4G SMART



g
:
i
:
8
§
13
3
E

H3aMOdH3dNS IH3N

o
=
=
i

E
:
g
i
E
I
n
:
&

a9

£
r
&
Y
g
o
:
E
7

E
:
I
%
]

LVHIS

29

"= 00€

AVYNYE 35 LVHIVE ATHLNOW

=209

#7719

€
=

Free download: flare.pk

itel unveils the S25
Series smartphones at

a prestigious event
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VN
WY 2 n;,.gl-. '{Z?Ugii Du
= I".' 1 - & ‘_ rh -

’

i
i -
-

Veeki Chen, CEO of itel Pakistan said Pakistan is a
key market for Itel, and the S25 Ultra represents our
vision for delivering advanced, durable, and accessible
smartphones. As we step into 2025, our focus remains
on meeting the needs of consumers by combining
innovation and affordability, ensuring everyone can
experience reliable and stylish technology

® tel Pakistan, a global leader in affordable smart
technology, has officially launched its flagship
Isma:tphmc,lhcitdSﬁU]ln,aIapmsﬁgious
in Karachi. Attended by media representa-

the event also welcomed itel Pakistan's brand ambas-
sador, Yumna Zaidi, who graced the occasion and
added a touch of glamour to the launch.

Rizwan Majid, CEO of Advance Telecom, Syed
Nafees Haider, Executive Director of Airlink Commu-

nication, and CEO Siccotel Usman Sultan attended
the itel $25 Series launch event.
On the occasion, MrVeeki Chen, CEO of itel Pald-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

stan said: “Pakistan is a key market for itel, and the S25
Ultra represents our vision for delivering advanced,
durable, and accessible smartphones. As we step into
2025, our focus remains on meeting the needs of con-
sumers by combining innovation and affordability,

technology.”

Asim Jamil, Director of Sales, itel Pakistan and
the team also attended the event. The event also intro-
duced Yomna Zaidi, a beloved icon in Pakistan's en-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |
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to building a deeper connection with its audience. To
celebrate this collaboration, Yummna signed a limited
mumber of 525 Ultra devices at the event, which will
be gifted to itel’s most dedicated fans as a heartfelt ges-

The event unveiled the 525 Series, featuring the
525 Ultra and 825, priced at PKR 44,999 and PKR
20,000, respectively. The series delivers exceptional val-
ue in the mid-range segment, combining advanced fea-
tures with affordability. The itel 525 Ultra redefines du-
rability and functionality in the mid-range smartphone
matket. Built to withstand life’s everyday challenges, it
features a 6.78-inch curved AMOLED display with a
120Hz refresh rate and 1400-nit peak brightness, pro-
tected by Corning Gorilla Glass 7i. Its drop-proof and
dents, while the 100-day free screen replacement war-
ranty adds peace of mind.

Beyond its durable design, the S25 Ultra deliv-
ers outstanding performance, featuring a powerful
UNISOC Té620 octacore processor, 16GB RAM
(848), and 256GB of expandable storage for effort-
and more. The device supports 48 months of fluency,
ensuring smooth performance over time. Its S0MP
triple-camera system and 32MP front camera provide
exceptional photo and video capabilities, making it an
ideal choice for content creators and photography en-
thusiasts. The itel S25 Series is now available nation-
wide at leading retail stores, offering unmatched value
for its price and redefining the smartphone experience
for Pakistani consumers.

itel awarded two Revoo e-bikes and one itel invert-
er to lucky winners at the launch event of the 525 se-
ries. The itel S25 Series is now available nationwide
at leading retail stores, offering unmatched value for
its price and redefining the smartphone experience for
Pakistani consumers.
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Ms Shireen represents Pakistan
at conference for rugby
globallsatlon
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SHIREEN
HINA

Pakistan

A Spec'lal C(mference was recently held to promote women’s rugby E,floba]ly, with
Ms Shireen Hina, an Executive Member of the Pakistan Rugby Union, representing
Pakistan. She was nominated by Chairman Fawzi Khwaja and President Arif Saeed.
The conference highlighted the importance of taking practical steps to promote

rughy in Asia and worldwide

he Impact Beyond Summit for Asia, or
ganised by World Rugby, recently took
place in Dubai. This summit was part of
the Impact Beyond 2025 initiative lead-
ing up to the Women's Rugby World Cup 2025 in

Pakistan Rugby Union had a proud moment
as Ms Shireen Hina represented Pakistan at this
prestigious summit, showcasing the organisation's
commitment to advancing women's rugby and
achieving gender equality in sports.

World Rugby's dedication to empowering
women in rugby, in conjunction with the efforts of
Asian rugby unions, sets the stage for significant
growth in the sport. We commend the Pakistan

Rugby Union for ensuring Pakistan’s active repre-
sentation on the global stage and congratulate Ms

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Shireen Hina for being an inspiration to women
in rugby.

The summit, focusing on women’s empower-
ment and gender equality, aims to capitalise on the
increasing popularity of women's rugby in Asia.
Representatives from over 20 Asian rugby unions

gathered to enhance their skills and knowledge,
empowering them to drive the growth of the wom-
en'’s game.

Key areas of focus include:

Career Development: Promoting opportu-
nities and fostering career growth for women in
rugby.

Resource Mobilisation: Unlocking funding
sources and building strategic partnerships.

Visibility Enhancement: Increasing the wvisi-
bility of women's rugby on a global stage.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Pakistan Rugby was invited to nominate a key
decision-maker involved in women's rugby pro-
grams to attend the summit, highlighting World
Rugby’s commitment to advancing women's rugby
in Asia and leveraging the upcoming World Cup
as a catalyst for change. A special conference was

recently held to promote women's rugby globally,
with Ms Shireen Hina, an Executive Member of
the Pakistan Rugby Union, representing Pakistan.
She was nominated by Chairman Fawzi Khwaja
and President Arif Saeed. The conference high-
lighted the importance of taking practical steps to
promote rugby in Asia and worldwide.

These initiatives underscore World Rugby's
dedication to creating more opportunities for

ol IVEE

women in rughy across Asia and utilising the up-
coming World Cup to propel the sport’s growth.
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Capital Fitness Club opens in
[slamabad to encourage fitness

and a healthy lifestyle

FITNESS CLUB

LADIES & GENTS

by numerous senior officials from the Ministry of Interior and other departments,
as well as city influencers, friends, and family members, who added a touch of
elegance to the event

apital Fitness Club, a state-of-the-art in-
ternational standard fitness center, has

opened in Sector E-11/4 Capital Resi-

dencia in Islamabad. Chaudhry Ayub,
Additional Secretary of the Interior, inaugurated
the club, joined by numerous senior officials from
the Ministry of Interior and other departments, as
well as city influencers, friends, and family mem-
bers, who added a touch of elegance to the event.
During the opening ceremony, local dignitar-
ies and residents of Capital Residencia expressed
their delight at the establishment of the fitness

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINECOFFICIAL |

club and expressed gratitude to the administration
for providing a facility of international standards.

In his address to the attendees, Additional Sec-
retary of the Interior Ayub Chaudhry stressed the
significance of establishing such clubs nationwide
to promote a quality and healthy lifestyle for the
people.

He praised the club administration for their
commitment to developing the facility. Visitors
were given a tour of the club by the administra-
tion, who introduced them to the experienced
trainers. The administration also announced that

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |

the membership fee has been set at a nominal rate
of just Rs. 7,000 to encourage participation in
healthy activities. Furthermore, the admission fee
has been waived to enable the younger generation
to engage in healthy activities, given the demand-
ing nature of life in Islamabad with long working
hours, stress, and traffic congestion, which can
lead to exhaustion. Neglecting physical activity in
such circumstances can result in health issues such
as diabetes and obesity. Capital Fitness Club aims
to promote fitness and a holistic lifestyle within
the community.
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vivo Y19s: A fusion of style,
entertainment and durability
released in Pakistan

VIiVO Y19s

ﬂ 90 Hz Dotch 't_{)l 5500 mAh Large

Display | Battery
(75| Anti-Drop | Dual Stereo
L] Design | Speakers
A | s

ttttttt

vivo Y19s is thoughtfully designed for an immersive audio-visual experience, while
also prioritizing users’ eye comfort. The phone is equipped with a spacious 6.68-
inch Dotch Display with a 90Hz Refresh Rate, ensuring every touch and grip is a
pleasure. Y19s boasts a screen brightness that can reach up to 1000nits, ensuring
an exceptional viewing experience in various lighting conditions

ivo, a worldrenowned technology brand,
oday announced the launch of its latest
masterpiece in the Y series, vivo Y19s. This
phone combines seamless performance with
entertaining enhancements, all within a compact
and visually striking design. It is poised to become
the smart social companion of choice for the young-
er generation.
vivo Y 19s elevates stylish design with its Dynamic
Light, seamlessly integrated with the camera module
on the back. This innovative breathing light feature
transcends the role of a mere notification reminder,
emerging as a sophisticated accessory for those who
wish to showcase their unique personality and flair.
It offers users customization over the colours to align
with a variety of daily scenarios, such as answering
incoming calls, photo shooting countdowns, game
launches, music enjoyment, and battery charging.

vivo Y 19s comes in three vibrant colour variants,
each boasting a distinctive finish that plays with tex-
ture and reflection. The Pearl Silver model uses an
Iridescent Coating, which casts a dazzling array of
rainbow-like colours. The Glacier Blue variant em-
ploys a Glacier Texture, exuding an overall refresh-
ing vibe. The Diamond Black version features a Dia-
mond Texture, giving the back of the phone a subtle
vet elegant diamond-like sheen.

vivo Y195 is thoughtfully designed for an immer-
sive audio-visual experience, while also prioritizing
users’ eye comfort. The phone is equipped with a

FACERBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

spacious 6.68-inch Dotch Display with a 90Hz Re-
fresh Rate, ensuring every touch and grip is a plea-
sure. Y 19s boasts a screen brightness that can reach
up to 1000nits, ensuring an exceptional viewing

expericnce in various lighting conditions. Wheth-
er you're under the strong outdoor sunshine or in
brightly lit indoor roomss, the superior screen bright-
This stunning device is also
built for durability. vivo Y19s
boasts an upgraded 5500mAh
Battery, backed by a 4-Year
Battery Health. This ensures
that the device can effortlessly
match the dynamic lifestyle of
young users, sustaining
continuous activity and social
engagements throughout
the day

ness provides significantly clearer visuals. The screen
of Y19s has earned the TUV Rheinland Low Blue
Light Certification, confirming its ability to filter out
harmful blue light and reduce eye strain, and provid-
ing an unparalleled visual experience. Moreover, the
device is equipped with Dual Stereo Speakers that
significantly boost volume by up to 300%, offering
an immersive sound experience ideal for entertain-
ment such as music, gaming, and video watching.
It also enhances calling and navigation scenarios
where users appreciate a louder sound.

This stunning device is also built for durability.
vivo Y19s boasts an upgraded 5500mAh Battery,
backed by a 4-Year Battery Health. This ensures that
the device can effortlessly match the dynamic life-
style of young users, sustaining continuous activity

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |

and social engagements throughout the day.

vivo Y19s is equipped with an anti-drop design
that has earned the SGS Drop Resistance Certifica-
tion and Military-Grade Certification. This signifies
that the phone is fortified from the inside out. Extra
layers and reinforced materials are applied to every
aspect, from the screen to the cover, and from the
corners to the key internal components, to safeguard
the phone against the hazards of impacts and drops.
In addition, its IP64 Dust and Water Resistance en-
sures the device is protected against dust and water
splashes.

Users can also seize and immortalize those mem-
orable moments perfectly with vivo Y19s. The device
features a S0MP main camera on the rear, comple-
mented by a suite of versatile portrait and night
modes. This ensures users can capture stunning,
crisp images, and enjoy engaging, creative photogra-
phy experiences.

&

vivo is currently selling the Y19 (6GB + 6GB
Extended RAM) in Pakistan for PKR 42,999. The
4GB + 4GB Extended RAM variant will be available
later this month with pricing details to follow. The
Y19s comes with a one-year warranty, 15 days of
free replacement, and a 6-month warranty for acces-
sories. It is approved by the Pakistan Telecommuni-
cations Aunthority and is compatible with all mobile
networks in the country. Zong customers can receive
12GB of free mobile internet by using their 4G SIM
card in slot 1 (2GB per month for 6 months).
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global
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Pakistan has secured potential export orders worth $36
billion through the Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs) signed in previous editions of the event. During
IDEAS 2024, Pakistan ventured into new opportunities in
the African and East Asian markets, leading to the signing
of MoUs with five new export destinations in technology,
surveillance, electronic warfare, and radar systems

potential of technology-driven defence
startups, which have secured 15 MoUs to es-
tablish technology parks with support from

Pakistan's armed forces. Key agreements
included a plant establishment MolJ between Turk-
ve and POF Wah, as well as another between NRTC
and a Middle Eastern nation Pakistan has signed 82
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with friendly

nations for the export of defence products and equip-
ment valued at $30 billion. These include radars, elec-
b

ﬁghtcrmrcmﬁ, anda&vamddr{mﬁ The agreements
were finalised at the Karachi Expo Centre during the
four-day International Defence Exhibition and Semi-
nar (IDEAS 2024). Lt Gen (Retd) Chiragh Haider, the
Secretary of the Ministry of Defence Production, an-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

nounced at the closing ceremony of IDEAS 2024 that
Pakistan has secured potential export orders worth
$36 billion through the MoUs signed in previous edi-
tions of the event. “The country is in discussions for
MoUs totaling around $36 billion, which will eventu-
ally lead to export orders in the coming years. These
agreements may materialise into projects within a
vear or two, asthcj'undcrgntﬁhng trials, and poten-

tial modifications.” He highlighted that Pakistan has
achieved defence exports amounting to $1.3 billion
over the past three years, since the last IDEAS event
in 2022, “This translates to an average of close to $450

Technology-driven defence
startups have great potential
and have signed 15 MoUs with
the support of Pakistan’s armed
forces to establish technolo-
gy parks. Notable agreements
include a plant establishment
MoU between Turkiye and POF
Wah, as well as another

between NRTC and a Middle

Eastern nation

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

million in defense exports annually.”
Major General Asad Nawaz Khan, the Director

Gm:ralofﬂchfmccExpurthmﬂﬁmOrgamza

tion (DEPO), mlndﬂlatsemalﬁnﬂgnmunm
and companies have signed MoUs with Pakistan's
leading defence entities, including the National Ra-
dio & Telecommunication Corporation (NRTC), the
Pakistan Aeromautical Complex (PAC) Kamra, the
Pakistan Ordnance Factory (POF) Wah, and Global
Industrial &Defence Solutions Pakistan (GIDS Paki-
stan). Additionally, a private Pakistani firm has signed
an Mol with Switzerland worth Rs10 billion. He em-
phaslsed t]:u: pot:nual of technologjrdnvm defence

startups, which have secured 15 MoUs to establish
technology parks with support from Pakistan’s armed
forces. Key agreements included a plant establishment
MoU between Turkiye and POF Wah, as well as an-
other between NRTC and a Middle Eastern nation.
Muhammad Asim, the Managing Director of
NRIC, shared that the organisation has signed 11
MoUs with Middle Eastern and African countries
related to radar systems, technology, and communi-
cation. He also mentioned receiving a letter of intent

which could lead to a significant export deal. Fur-
thermore, Pakistan explored new opportunities in
the African and East Asian markets during IDEAS

2024, resulting in the signing of MoUs with five
new export destinations in technology, surveillance,
electronic warfare, and radar systems. These devel-
opments have propelled Pakistan’s defence industry
onto the global stage.
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Business Meaws Magazine

he State Bank of Pakistan (SBF) has grant-

ed licenses to four financial institutions

to improve electronic payment systems,

indicating a significant rise in e-payment
adoption nationwide.

The central bank has given preliminary approv-
al for the establishment of Electronic Money Insti-
tutions (EMIs), Payment System Operators (PSOs),
and Payment System Providers (PSPs). Currently,
three electronic payment institutions are in the fi-
nal stages of their pilot projects, while three other
financial technology firms have received approval
to conduct pilot operations.

As digital finance gains traction in Pakistan,
four organisations are already engaged in electronic
payments.

According to SBP data, 4.2 million e-wallet
accounts have been opened, and 4.6 million pay-
ment cards have been issued through e-wallets. The
e-wallet sector has experienced significant growth,
with 80 million transactions totalling Rs232 billion
recorded.

This expansion represents a 163% year-on-year
increase in e-wallet accounts and a 167% rise in
transactions, highlighting the demand for accessible
and efficient digital payment solutions in Pakistan.

Out of the four, SBP has licensed M/s E-Pro-
cessing Systems Private Limited (EPSPL) to com-
mence commercial operations as an Electronic
Money Institution (EMI).

With this license, the number of EMIs conduct-
ing commercial operations will increase to five, in-
cluding M/s. NayaPay Private Limited, M/s. Finja
Private Limited, M/s. SadaPay Private Limited,
M/s. Akhtar Fuiou Technologies Private Limited,
and M/s. E-Processing Systems Private Limited.

Additionally, two EMIs,M/s Wemsol Private
Limited and M/s. HubPay Private Limited, are cur-
rently in pilot operations. Meanwhile, three more
EMIs—M/s. YAF Pakistan Private Limited, M/s.
Cerisma Private Limited, and M/s. Toko Lab Pri-
vate Limited—have received in-principle approval
and are in the process of developing organisational
and technological infrastructure to begin pilot op-
erations.

In 2019, the State Bank of Pakistan issued Reg-
ulations for Electronic Money Institutions (EMIs)
to promote digital payments, foster innovation in
the payments industry, increase financial inclusion,
and provide a regulatory framework for non-bank-
ing entities in the payments landscape. EMIs offer
innovative, user-friendly, and cost-effective low-val-
ue digital payment instruments like wallets, prepaid
cards, and contactless payment options. E-money
plays a vital role in digitising various types of pay-
ments globally, and EMIs in Pakistan are expected
to provide interoperable and secure digital payment
products and services to end-users.

Electronic money (e-money) is a form of digi-
tal currency stored on hardware or software prod-
ucts, facilitating seamless payments. Unlike cryp-
tocurrency, e-money is backed by traditional fiat
currency and resembles digital cash with proper-
ties similar to physical currency. E-money exists
in hardware-based products using physical devices
like prepaid cards and software-based solutions ac-

SBP has licensed M/s
F-Processing Systems Private
Limited (EPSPL) to commence
commercial operations as an
Electronic Money Institution

(EMI)

cessed via mobile phones or computers. E-money
transactions do not require third-party authorisa-
tion, unlike debit or credit card transactions.

EMIs differ from traditional banks in their ser-
vices and regulatory scope. EMIs do not offer in-
vestment, deposit, or credit services, while banks
typically provide these services. Both institutions
can offer customers unigue IBAN payment ac-
counts, with EMIs often including debit card op-
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SBP licenses another
4 firms to put
e-money transactions
on fast-track

The oentralbank has given prellmmarv approvalforthe

establishment of Electronic Money Institutions (KMIs),
Payment System Operators (PSOs), and Payment
System Providers (PSPs). Currently, three electronic
payment institutions are in the final stages of their pilot
projects, while three other financial technology firms
have received approval to conduct pilot operations

tions for added flexibility.

EMIs implement stringent safeguards to ensure
the security of customer funds, adhering to specific
regulations that separate customer funds from the
institution’s operational capital.

With the oversight of regulatory bodies and ro-
bust safety protocols, using EMIs in these regions is
a reliable and secure choice for managing and trans-
acting money.

The electronic money and banking licenses are
comprehensive and complex, with some differenc-
es.

EMIs are not allowed to accrue interest on de-
posits or participate in any deposit guarantee fund,
requiring them to keep funds in separate accounts
and secure them through insurance or low-risk in-
vestments.

EMIs focus on providing customer-centric ser-
vices and innovative products, such as neobanks,
digital wallets, payment systems, and finance man-
agement applications, through licensing agree-
ments.

Mu Changchun head of the Digital Currency
Research Institute at the People’s Bank of Chi-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

na (FBoC), provided an update on the rollout

and adoption of the central bank digital currency
(CBDC) pilot. As of July, there were 180 million
personal wallets, representing about one in eight of
the 1.4 billion Chinese population. The cumulative
transaction volume reached RMB 7.3 trillion, with
transactions totalling around RMB 300 billion ($42
billion) for July.

The CBDC operates on a two-tier system, with
the central bank at the core and commercial banks
as the consumer interface. The use cases for CBDCs
are expanding beyond retail to wholesale, includ-
ing scenarios like deposits, loans, foreign exchange,
and investment. Other central banks, such as those
in Europe and the UK, are cautious about encour-
aging a significant migration of bank deposits to
CBDCs, as it could impact bank lending. The Jap-
anese startup Gu Group signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with Aozora Bank to explore
issuing stablecoins. Japan has different types of sta-
blecoins, with banks capable of issuing two types.
Aozora's investment of Yen 150 million ($1 mil-
lion) brings the total backing for Gu Groupto Yen 1
billion ($6.7 million).
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FIA nabs eriminals for
illegally selling mobile
records, SIM cards,
IMEI alteration

The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has implemented an advanced monitoring and
detection system to identify unusual patterns and anomalies in SIM card activations. This
technology enables quick intervention and provides insights into suspicious trends in SIM
activation. As a result, the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) Cyber Crime Wing has apprehended
a number of criminals involved 1n serious crimes, such as the illegal sale and purchase of call detail
records (CDRs), changing International Mobile Equipment Identity (IMEI) numbers, NADRA
verification, and unauthorised issuance of SIM cards. This crackdown by the FIA is part of efforts
to combat the illegal issuance of SIM cards and demonstrates the Authorities' commitment to
addressing this issue. The FIA Cyber Crime Circle Sukkur apprehended a criminal for his alleged
involvement in the illegal sale and purchase of CDRs, IMEI changers, NADRA verification, and
unauthorised issuance of SIMs. These illegal activities can put the nation's data at risk of being
accessed by hackers and enemies, all for the sake of making money
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n pursuance of the commitment of the gov-
ernment to protect the mobile phone data of
the citizens and check the use of vnautho-
rised SIMs, the Federal Investigation Agen-
cy (FIA) has launched a strict crackdown against
the offenders. It has been a longtime concern of
the government to detect the illegal sale-purchase
of call detail records (CDRs), IMEI aleration and
Nadra Verification as this illegal practice had put
the national data at risk of going into the hands
T of the anti-state,
criminal elements
and mafia. Acting
timely, the Paki-
stan Telecommu-
nication Author-
ity (PTA) has
resorted to the
latest technology
to detect crimi-
nals through the
FIA which is now
actively in the
field to nab the offenders. Besides that, the gov-
ernment has also become harsh towards the users
of illegal and uvnauthorised mobile SIMs.

Based on a tip-off, a team led by ASI Ghulam
Murtaza Mirani from the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA), Cyber Crime Circle Sukkur, arrest-
ed Jahangir Ali and co-accused Irfan Ali for his al-
leged involvement in the illegal sale and purchase
of call detail records (CDRs), International Mo-
bile Equipment Identity (IMEI) changers, NAD-
RA  verification,
and unauthorised
issuance of SIMs.
An enquiry, num-
bered 223/2024,
was initiated at
the FIA Cyber
Crime Circle Suk-
kur police station.
With the approval
of the competent
authority, a raid
was conducted
at Sindhri Hotel on Shikarpur Road in Sukkur,
where Jahangir and his co-accused Irfan Ali were
apprehended. The raiding party identified them-
selves as members of the FIA and requested co-
operation. During the on-the-spot interrogation,
both suspects confessed to their involvement in the
illegal business of selling and purchasing CDEs,
IMEI changers, and NADRA verifications.

With prior authorisation from the appropriate
authority, a case was filed under FIR No. 40/2024
dated 01-12-2024 against the accused individuals
Jahangir Ali son of Kareem Dino Hakro with
CNIC No. 43303-6079365-9 residing in Village
Hakra, Tehsil Lakhi District Shikarpur, and Mu-
hammad Irfan son of Muhammad Mushtaque
with CNIC No. 31202-4641918-7 residing in Vil-
lage Ahmed Mahatam Tehsil & District Bahawal-
purunder sections 03, 04, 05, 16, 17 of PECA 2016
read with 468, 471, 100 PPC. The accused persons
were given to police custody and investigative re-
ports, including initial technical reports, revealed
incriminating evidence such as CDEs, NADEA,
and IMEI data obtained from their mobile phones.
Currently, the accused individuals are in judicial
custody after their two bail applications were re-
jected by the 1st Civil Judge & Judicial Magistrate
Sukkur and District & Sessions Court Sukkur.

Another raid resulted in an FIR being regis-
tered against Sajid Ali, son of Muhammad Ajmal,
resident of Sadigabad, Rahimyar Khan, for the
illegal sale and purchase of CDREs and other sensi-
tive data. Inspector Masood Ahmed found incrim-
inating evidence such as Whatsapp chats, advertis-
ing videos, and screenshots of fake online websites
during the raid.

According to the details of Engquiry No.
224/2024 registered at P.S, FIA, Cyber Crime
Circle Sukkur, it was revealed that Sajid Ali was
involved in unauthorised online transactions of
illegal SIM cards, call detail records (CDRs), NA-

Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif

Prime Minister of Paldstan

Ahmad Ishaque Jehangir

Director General FIA
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DREA wverifications, and subscriber details of SIMs,
which is a violation of the PECA Act, 2016.

Inspector Masood Ahmed led a raiding party
to the suspect’s location at Faisal Movers bus stop,
Babarlo bypass Sukkur where the suspect admitted
to his involvement in the illegal activities.

Another raid resulted in an FIR
registered against one Sajid Alj,
son of Muhammad Ajmal,
resident of Sadigabad,
Rahimyar Khan, for the illegal
sale and purchase of CDRs and
other sensitive data.
Inspector Masood Ahmed
found incriminating evidence
such as Whatsapp chats,
advertising videos, and
screenshots of fake online
websites during the raid

During the raid, incriminating material includ-
ing a mobile phone and 16 SIM cards were seized
from the suspect’s possession. Further investiga-
tion revealed active WhatsApp numbers on the
confiscated phone, which contained evidence of
the illegal transactions. The suspect, who works
as a Power Plant Engineer at MCC Resources De-
velopment Company Limited, confessed to buy-
ing and selling CDRs, NADRA verifications, and
SIM card details for financial gains.
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The suspect claimed ignorance about the iden-
tities of the individuals involved in these transac-
tions and stated that he used pre-activated SIM
cards to conceal his identity. He admitted to
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purchasing such SIM cards from online sources
and engaging in transactions through WhatsApp
groups. The investigation is ongoing, and the ac-
cused is currently in judicial custody at Central
Jail Sukkur

On this S5IM card issue, Parliamentary Sec-
retary for the Cabinet Division, Sajid Mehdi, in-
formed the National Assembly that the govern-

on ment has blocked
approximately
80,000 SIM cards
for disseminating
fake mnews, fol-
lowing increasing
| concerns  about
- misinformation
on social media.

In  response
to a call atten-
tion notice in the
National Assem-
bly regarding the spread of false news on digital
platforms, Mehdi said that the government has
launched several measures to address the growing
problem, as per the report by a local daily.

These include the establishment of a joint task
force, which has already submitted its report to
the Prime Minister, highlighting the seriousness
of the issue. Mehdi pointed out the need for re-
forms in the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act
(PECA), 2016, to better tackle the issue of fake
news. He said that amendments to the law would
expedite the trial of cases related to the dissemina-
tion of false information.

As part of these measures, the government
has begun registering Virtual Private Networks
(VPNs) to improve monitoring and control of
online activities. Mehdi expressed confidence
that these efforts would lead to improvements in
curbing the spread of fake news. Furthermore, an
awareness campaign has been launched to edu-
cate the public about the risks and consequences
of spreading fake news. The campaign utilises
various media tools to inform citizens about the
impact of misinformation on society.

“The government’s proactive steps, including
blocking SIM cards and revising laws, are aimed
at mitigating the harmful effects of fake news,”
Mehdi said during the session.

“Syed Asim Muni

Chief of Army Staff

He added that the task force’s ongoing work
would continue to address the issue.

A few months ago, the Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA) launched the second
phase of blocking mobile SIM cards to prevent
their illegal use, the daily reported.

PTA officials stated that in this phase, SIM
cards registered against Computerised National
Identity Cards (CNICs) that expired before 2017
and have not been renewed are being blocked.

“In the first phase, we targeted fake SIM cards
and those registered against cancelled CNICs.
Since August 16, more than 69,000 illegal SIMs
have been blocked,” officials said. “In the third
phase, SIMs registered under the names of de-
ceased individuals will be blocked.”

Officials noted that fake SIM cards are being
used in various illegal activities, including terror-
ism, financial fraud, and other criminal acts. PTA
is using data obtained from the National Database
and Registration Authority (NADEA) to identify
and block illegal SIMs.

“Consumers are being sent awareness messag-
es before their SIMs are blocked. Citizens are ad-
vised to renew their CINICs to avoid having their
SIMSs deactivated,” officials warned.
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I.ducation institutions promoting

.

undercover fashion shows
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In a recent incident, Muslims were surprised by the controversial fashion event, Iqra
University Fashion Odyssey 2024, organised by Iqra University in Karachi. The event, held
in collaboration withthe Academy of International Fashion Design (ATFD), featured bold
collections by young designersshowcased by models and fashion icons on the runway

ducational institutions are established to

provide students with quality education,

but recent events have negatively impact-

ed the education system and led to mis-
conceptions among the youth. In a recent incident,
Muslims were surprised by the controversial fash-
ion event, Igra University Fashion Odyssey 2024,
organised by Iqra University in Karachi. The event,
held in collaboration withthe Academy of Inter-
national Fashion Design (AIFD), featured bold
collections by young designersshowcased by mod-
els and fashion icons on the runway. The event's
Western-inspired attire sparked online controver-
sy, with many criticising the outfits as provocative
and mappropriate. Critics raised concerns about the
eventconflicting with the university’s Islamic values
associated with its name, Igra. Social media often
highlights wideos from educational institutions
showcasing dance and song events, as well as stu-
dents celebrating non-religious festivals in Muslim
universities. Recently, a video went viral showing
the chancellor of Jinnah University for Women in
Karachi hosting his daughter’s wedding ceremony
on campus, complete with decorations and a musi-
cal performance. Another video showed a mehndi
function at the university with guests dancing to In-
dian songs. Furthermore, a wedding ceremony was
also held at the university with elaborate setups and
floral decorations.

No sooner had the uproar and criticism of the
issue subsided than a video surfaced of another uni-
versity holding a fashion show.

The official video of the fashion show was also
uploaded on Igra University's Facebook page with
the caption, ‘This is not just a show but a celebra-
tion of vision, talent, and innovation. The fashion
odyssey is here and the journey begins now.’

Omne user voiced their opinion, stating, “Igra, the
vulgarity.” Another critic remarked, “Igra crosses
all limits.” Many others accused the university of
promoting immorality, arguing that such fashion
choices under the guise of creativity clash with lo-
cal values and traditions. Some also criticised the
event for its apparent imitation of Western trends,
without sufficient cultural sensitivity or originali-
ty. The Igra University Fashion Odyssey 2024 has
been promoted on the university’s social media
platforms, with the caption: “This is not just a show
but a celebration of vision, talent, and innovation.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAYZYINEOFFICIAL |

The fashion odyssey is here, and the journey begins
now.” However, as videos of the event went viral,
public sentiment turned sharply against the univer-
sity, with several social media users decrying the in-
appropriate nature of the outfits.

‘While the backlash grew, some defended the
event, arguing that it provided young designers with
a valuable platform to showcase their creative tal-
ents. Supporters emphasised that fashion, like any
art form, should not be constrained by cultural or
religious boundaries. They argued that the event al-
lowed local designers to explore new horizons and
express themselves without limits.

On the other hand, critics insisted that the event
undermined the values associated with the institu-
tion and Pakistan's traditional customs. They ques-
tioned whether an educational institution should
be promoting such avant-garde expressions of cre-
ativity, especially given its association with Islamic
teachings.

Later, the video of organising a fashion show
based on indecent dresses at an educational insti-
tution went viral on social media, and as soon as
it went viral, the users were enraged, while people
were also expressing great grief.

It is a positive step that Government College
University (GCU) Lahore has introduced a new
dress code, prohibiting students from wearing jeans,
T-shirts, and jackets on campus.

In a notification issued by the University admin-
istration, it was announced that all students, male
and female, are required to follow the new dress
guidelines. These measures are part of a broader
initiative to enforce discipline and uphold decorum

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

On the other hand, social media users slammed
an event in Riyadh that celebrated designer Elie
Saab, after models were seen moving around a cube
critics said referred to the Kaaba in Mecca. A fash-
ion show by Lebanese designer Elie Saab in Saudi
Arabia recently, featuring performances by Jennifer
Lopez and Céline Dion, drew widespread criticism
after critics said a black cube on stage mimicked the
most sacred site in Islam.

One online user stated: “At the time the Israe-
li occupation army violates South Lebanon, and
genocide against the people of Gaza in Palestine,
the Saudi Kingdom of ‘Normalisation’ continues its
entertainment parties with dancing and singing in
Rivadh Season.”

“While Arab children are being slaughtered in
Gaza and Lebanon, Saudi throws a lavish star-stud-
ded party (ironically to celebrate a L.ebanese design-
er),” another said.

Others, however, defended the event as an im-
portant symbol of Lebanese cultural identity sepa-
rate from international coverage often focusing on
conflict in the country.

The event's Western-inspired
attire sparked online
controversy, with many criticis-
ing the outfits as provocative
and inappropriate

“What Elie Saab is doing in Riyadh, and the
creativity that is happening is the beautiful image
of ebanon that we must export to the world,” said
one user on “X.!

“Lebanon is a country of civilisation and cul-
ture, and certainly not a country of war. I hope that
Lebanon will return to the events front and develop
again,” the user continued.

When asked about holding the event amid the
ongoing war, Saab expressed frustration and a sense
of heartbreak, stating: “Honestly, the only pain to-
day was holding this event when our country is in
such a state. But I want to say that, my whole life
has been like this. During my first show in 1982,
Israel was also invading I.ebanon.”

He went on to add: "I would have liked to post-
pone the event, but with our obligations to every-
thing you saw, it would have been very difficult.”
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he country cannot afford the protests,

whether against price-hikes, inflated bills,

or high taxes on traders and the general

public. While the purchasing power of the
people is decreasing, everyone has the right to pro-
test in support of his demands however that must
do keeping the country’s sovereignty and security in
mind. The recent protests by Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) have caused significant economic losses of
over Rs600 billion besides painting a negative image
of Pakistan globally. These losses include daily eco-
nomic setbacks of more than Rs190 billion in addi-
tion to the expenses for maintaining law and order
and repairing public property.

In just three days, the GDP suffered a direct loss
of Rs432 billion, with tax revenues decreasing by
Rs78 billion. The export sector alone experienced
losses of Rs50 billion, and foreign direct investment
(FDI) dropped by Rsl10 billion during those days,
worsening the economic impact.

The protests also resulted in the closure of motor-
ways, metro services, and Islamabad’s business hub,
Blue Area, causing significant revenue losses for the
government treasury and traders.

The telecom sector was hit the hardest by facing
public criticism due to call and data restrictions na-
tionwide. Freelancers working with foreign compa-
nies also suffered millions of dollars in losses due to
slow internet and service unavailability. The shut-
down of internet services severely impacted the IT
and telecom sectors, leading to the cancellation of
numerous international and domestic orders. While
cellular operators did not disclose their losses for the
three days, it is estimated to be in billions of rupees.
Other sectors such as agriculture, industry, and ser-
vices experienced significant disruptions, with many
businesses forced to close due to power outages and
security concerns.

Citizens expressed frustration over food short-
ages and price hikes during the unrest. Traders and
business organisations also expressed anger over the
forced closure of their establishments, demanding
compensation and an end to economic mstal:ulttgr

Now we talk about the twin cities that suffered
the most as the protests called by PTI founder Imran
EKhan at D-Chowk paralysed life in Rawalpindi and
Islamabad.

All the commercial and industrial centres in
the twin cities remained closed. The retail outlets
in Rawalpindi city and the Cantonment areas and
shops on Murree Road were also shut down during
that period.

In Islamabad, labour could not reach [-9 Industri-
al Area, Kahota Triangle Industrial Area and Rawat
Industrial Area, where construction and production
were stopped. There was no way for patients and
doctors to go to hospitals.

Zahid Bakhtawari, Chairman Pakistan Chem-
ists and Druggists Association and President Cen-
tral Organisation of Registered Traders Rawalpindi
Diwvision, said hospitals could not be supplied with
medicines. He said due to protests, the business com-
munity is losing billions of rupees daily.

The government also suffers from the mobbish
show because it gets no revenue from Sales Tax and
for the use of electricity due to shutdown. The pro-
tests damage the image of the country at the interna-
tional level.

The closure of business places further econom-
ic pressure on the business community, which is al-
ready on the ventilator.

The government and private offices in Rawal-
pindi-Islamabad were virtually closed. No work was
possible as the staff failed to reach the Pak Secretari-
at and other offices located on Shahrah Dastur.

The passengers missed their flights because they
could not reach the airport due to the closure of
roads. In Rawalpindi, the passengers failed to catch
their trains. Wagon and bus depots remained desert-
ed.

According to a survey, some 600 containers or
trucks etc. were used to seal Rawalpindi-Islamabad.
Rs 3,500 is being paid per day for a truck or con-
tainer used to seal the roads. The daily cost comes
at Rs2.1 million. Millions of rupees are being paid
to additional police personnel for Rawalpindi-Islam-
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Protests exacerbate
Pakistan’s already
struggling economy
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The recent protests by Pakistan Tehreek e-Insaf (P'TT)
have caused significant economic losses of over Rs600
billion besides painting a negative image of Pakistan
globally. These losses include daily economic sethacks of
more than RsI90 billion, in addition to the expenses for
maintaining law and order and repairing public property

abad under TADA.

Millions of students could not attend schools,
colleges and universities, as residents of the twin cit-
ies remained confined to their homes.

Meanwhile, some facts revealed as the recent PTI
protest has once again revealed the harsh reality of
how Pakhtuns are treated by those they trust. Lead-
ers like Chief Minister KPK Ali Amin Gandapur
and Bushra Bibi fled the scene, leaving their support-
ers to face deadly consequences.

In just three days, the GDP
suffered a direct loss of Rs432
billion, with tax revenues de-
creasing by Rs78 billion. The
export sector alone experi-
enced losses of Re50 billion,
and foreign direct investment
(FDI) dropped by RslO billion
during those days, worsening
the economic impact

Time and again, Pakhtuns have been drawn into
protests under the illusion of achieving justice or ad-
dressing grievances. Yet, at every critical moment,
the very leaders who instigated the unrest choose
self-preservation over loyalty. These leaders, safe in
their comfort zones, abandon the workers to endure
the violence and face the consequences alone. The

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZYINEFPK |

tragic outcome of this recent protest is a stark re-
minder of how cheap Pakhtun lives have become in
the eyes of these so-called leaders.

The pattern of failed protests led by Ali Amin
Gandapur cannot be ignored. Each rally begins with
fiery speeches and promises of change, yet ends in
chaos, death, and injuries. The leadership’s failure to
strategise or ensure the safety of their supporters is
evident in every instance. From previous failed at-
tempts to this recent disaster, the narrative remains
the same: sacrifice the lives of ordinary people while
leaders escape unscathed.

Ali Amin Gandapur, despite his position as a
chief minister, has a long history of organising poor-
ly planned protests. Instead of leading responsibly,
he has repeatedly abandoned his workers in critical
moments. His lack of accountability has left families
grieving their loved ones lost to causes that yield no
tangible outcomes. This negligence not only high-
lights his ineffectiveness as a leader but also disre-
gard for the value of human life.

The emotional and cultural pride of Pakhtuns
has been repeatedly exploited by PTI leadership.
Rhetoric that paints the state as an enemy of Pakh-
tuns has been weaponised to create divisions and
mistrust. This dangerous narrative serves no one but
the political elite, who thrive on chaos and discord.

Non-Pakhtun PTI leaders have also played a sig-
nificant role in sowing seeds of division. They have
manipulated the community into believing that their
struggles are unique and that the state has aban-
doned them. In reality, these tactics only serve to dis-
tract from the leadership’s own failures and deepen
the divide within Pakistan.
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- Ulone 4G partners with
ConnectHear to provide Al-powered

assistive tech for disaster response

wfone s

connecthear

GSMA
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To address this issue, the Ufone 4G — ConnectHear partnership will focus on
enhancing ConnectHear’s virtual interpretation services to operate in low-connectivity
environments and developing an Al-powered system that automatically generates
early warning messages in sign language

4G, a prominent telecommumnica-

tions provider in Pakistan, has announced

a parinership with ConnectHear, the lead-

ing assistive technology startup in South

Asia. The collaboration aims to revolutionize disaster

response for Deaf communities across the country.

With funding from the GSMA Innovation Fund for

Humanitarian Challenges, the initiative will leverage

advanced Al technology to ensure that Deaf mdivid-

uals have access to crucial information during emer-

gencies such as floods, earthquakes, and other natural
disasters.

In Pakistan, where more than 10 million people
are Deaf or hard of hearing, the need for inclusive
communication tools during emergencies is of utmost
importance. Recent reports indicate that Pakistan is
among the ten most affected countries by climate-re-
lated disasters, with over 30 million people impacted
by severe floods in 2022 alone. During such disasters,
communication networks are often disrupted, leading
to a lack of vital information reaching those who need
it the most. This poses significant risks for Deaf indi-
viduals who are frequently excluded from early warn-
ing systems due to communication barriers.

To address this issue, the Ufone 4G — ConnectHear
partnership will focus on enhancing ConnectHear’s
virtual interprefation services to operate in low-con-
nectivity environments and developing an Al-powered
systemn that automatically generates early warning
messages in sign language. These advancements will
updates during emergencies, bridging the gap in disas-
ter communication for this underserved segment of
the population.

Ufone’s extensive telecom network serving over 26
million subscribers across Pakistan, will play a crucial
role in disseminating the Al-generated sign language
alerts, ensuring that early warning messages reach
Deaf individuals nationwide. As part of this collabo-
ration, Ufone 4G will also provide zero-rated access

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

to the ConnectHear app on its network, allowing us-
ers to access these essential services without requiring
a data package or mobile balance. This will eliminate
financial and technical barriers, ensuring that even the
most vulnerable individuals are not left behind during
disasters. During a signing ceremony, Syed Atif Raza,
Group Chief Commercial Officer, PTCL & Ufone
4G, stated, “At Ufone 4G, we believe that access to
timely and accurate information during emergencies is
not just a service but a lifeline. Our collaboration with
ConnectHear represents a significant step towards
ensuring inclusivity in disaster response. By enabling
Al-driven sign language alerts and providing zero-rat-
ed access to the ConnectHear app, we are removing

Ufone’s extensive telecom
network serving over 26 million
subscribers across Pakistan,
will play a crucial role in
disseminating the Al-generated
sign language alerts, ensuring
that early warning messages
reach Deafl individuals
nationwide

barriers that often isolate vulnerable commumnities
durning critical times. This partnership underscores our
commitment to leveraging technology for meaningful
impact, creating a safer and more connected Pakistan
for everyone.”
“ConnectHear has been a pioneer in assistive tech-
nology for Deaf individuals in the region for almost a
decade. This partnership with Ufone 4G, supported by
GSMA, allows us to expand our reach and ensure that
our Al-powered services remain accessible even in the
most challenging circumstances,” said Arhom Ishtiag,

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Co-Founder and CTO of ConnectHear. He further
added, “By optimizing our services for low-bandwidth
environments and generating automated sign language
alerts, we are ensuring that Deaf communities receive
the life-saving information they need in real time. We
are grateful to our partners and look forward to the
successful delivery of this groundbreaking project.”

Phillipe Bellordre, Head of Innovation Fund,
GSMA, shared his thoughts, “The GSMA Innovation
Fund for Humanitarian Challenges is designed to cat-
alyze transformative solutions that address real-world
challenges, and this partnership exemplifies that vi-
sion. By equipping Deaf individuals with tools to ac-
cess life-saving information through Al-powered alerts
cases the power of technology in bridging critical gaps.
At GSMA, we are proud to support a project that not
only saves lives but also sets a precedent for inclusive
disaster preparedness worldwide.”

The GSMA Innovation Fund for Humanitarian
Challenges plays a crucial role in this project by provid-
ing the necessary funding to develop and deploy these
innovative technologies. GSMA representing over 750
mobile operators and 400 companies globally, focus-
mmsuppcmngmobﬂc-bmdsohmgnstha!mhance

Al platform to function effectively in low-bandwidth
environments and create automated sign language
alerts in collaboration with humanitarian agencies.
This support aligns with GSMA's broader mission to
leverage mobile technologies for the greater good, par-
ticularty in times of crisis.

This initiative establishes a new standard for inclu-
sive disaster response, combining the power of Al, mo-
bile technology, and cross-industry collaboration. The
successful implementation of this project in Pakistan
will serve as a model for other countries and human-
itarian organizations seeking to enhance disaster pre-
paredness for vulnerable populations.
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Pakistani Jazz, Ukrainian
Kylvstar win communication

awards for VIEON at WCA 2024

WCa

Jazz's Chief Legal Officer, Saima Kamila Khan reecived the *Best Operator in &
~ Growth Market Award® on behalf of Jazz.

. 7 o 7
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‘Sam VanDerlip, Director of Corporate Communications
at VEON, and Hugh Bennett, Director of Government Relations at
VEON received the award on behalf of VEON and Kyivstar.

Aamir [brahim, CEO of Jazz said we are thrilled to be receiving the Best Operator in a
Growth Market Award. The expansion of digital connectivity in Pakistan has positively
impacted tens of millions of people through enhanced communication and innovative
services and will continue to play a vital role in improving lives and livelihoods

EON, a global digital operator has

proudly announced that it won in two

categories at the World Communication

Awards (WCA) 2024 held in London.
Kyivstar, VEON's digital operator in Ukraine,
recerved the Crisis Response Award, while Jazz,
the Company’s operator in Pakistan, received the
Best Operator in a Growth Market Award. Both
companies and VEON were commended for their
positive impact and dedication to the markets in
which they operate during the awards ceremony
in London.

VEON’'s Kyivstar was recognised for its
work in keeping telecommunications running in
Ukraine since Russia’s full-scale invasion almost
three years ago. Kyivstar was also commended
for its investments in energy resilience, including
the deployment of 2,300 power generators and
113,000 batteries to power its network in the face
of near-constant blackouts. VEON’s pledge to in-
vest one billion USD into Ukraine's tele-
communication infrastructure and digital |
services sector over 2023-2027 was also
highly praised.

“We are pleased that Kyivstar has been
recognised by the World Communication
Awards for its exceptional work in crisis
response. The past three years have been
extremely challenging, and receiving in-
ternational recognition for the remarkable
efforts of Kyivstar's employees in keeping
Ukraine connected is truly heartening,”
said Oleksandr Komarov, CEQ of Kyivstar.

VEON's Jazz was the recipient of the
Best Operator in a Growth Market Award
in recognition of its strong growth, success
in building a subscriber base of 72 million and
its portfolio of highly successful digital offerings,
which have brought financial services, entertain-
ment and healthcare to Jazz customers and the

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

wider population of Pakistan. The World Com-
munication Award also highlighted Jazz's focus on
social responsibility, which includes the operator’s
progress in supporting Pakistan’s considerable un-
banked population through life-changing financial

Kamila Khan, Chief Legal
Officer at Jazz, accepted the
Award, emphasising Jazz's
commitment to digital transfor-
mation, connectivity, and
community empowerment

services via its sister companies JazzCash and Mo-
bilink Microfinance Bank.

“For over two decades, the World Commu-
nication Awards have been a hallmark of excel-

Group photo of winners Growth Market Award 2024

lence in the global telecommunications sector. We
are thrilled to be recerving the Best Operator in a
Growth Market Award. The expansion of digital
connectivity in Pakistan has positively impact-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAYINEPK |

ed tens of millions of people through enhanced
communication and innovative services. It has
significantly contributed to the country’s econom-
ic growth and will continue to play a vital role in
improving lives and livelihoods,” said Aamir Ibra-
him, CEQ of Jazz.

The World Communications Awards are or-
ganised by leading global telecoms publisher and
events company, Total Telecoms. The awards were
adjudicated by over 100 independent industry ex-
perts, academics and CTOs, and are widely rec-
ognised among the most prestigious accolades in
the telecommunications industry.

The 26th WCA ceremony in London celebrat-
ed excellence and innovation in global telecom-
munications. Kamila Khan, Chief Legal Officer
at Jazz, accepted the award, emphasising Jazz's
commitment to digital transformation, connectiv-
ity, and community empowerment. Organised an-
nually by Total Telecom since 1999, the WCA has
become a hallmark of excellence, honouring

“Receiving this award is a testament to

% our efforts in advancing digital inclusion and

. driving economic growth through innovative
technology,” said Kamila Khan. “It also re-
affirms our position as a leader in Pakistan's
telecom sector and as a company dedicated
to creating a meaningful impact on people’s
lives by leveraging connectivity and digital
tools to transform communities.”

In Pakistan, the world’s fifth most popu-
lous country, Jazz has redefined connectivity
and digital inclusion through a holistic ap-
proach. From expanding mobile and broad-
band access to running the country’s largest
mobile banking platform JazzCash and driving
impact with innovations like Garaj and Tamasha,
Jazz continues to foster meaningful socio-eco-
NOmic progress.
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recent market analysis has shown itel’s

strong dominance in the Pakistani mo-

bile phone market, capturing a signifi-

24.7% share. The accompanying

pie chart illustrates the competitive landscape and

the performance of various brands. Following itel,

Calme Mobile holds the second position with a

22 4% market share, while G'Five Mobiles follows

closely at 18.6%. Nokia Mobiles claims a respectable

14.7% share, and E-Tachi Mobile holds 8.7%. Other

brands like Me Mobile, Faywa Mobile, Villaon, and
Hello Tech have smaller market shares.

This market breakdown reflects the diverse pref-
erences of Pakistani consumers and the different
strategies adopted by mobile phone manufacturers.
itel’s success can be attributed to factors like afford-
ability, feature variety, and effective marketing.

The pie chart visually represents the market share
distribution among mobile phone brands in Paki-
stan, facilitating easy comparison of each brand’s
and market dynamics.

This analysis of smartphone sales trends in an
affluent area of Lahore, Pakistan, reveals some key
points. Infinix leads the market with a 24.5% share,

e P
afe
L T 1B R
l s e i

vivo and Xiaomi maintain strong positions with
18.2% and 12.3% shares, respectively, leveraging
brand recognition and diverse product offerings.

itel Android is facing challenges as its low 1.6%
market share indicates a struggle. It may need to
re-assess its product line, marketing efforts, or pricing
strategy to gain traction.

Chinese brands are on the rise in the Pakistani
market, with Infinix, vivo, Xiaomi, Realme, Oppo,
and TECNO being prominent. Their combined mar-
ket share is substantial, highlighting their increasing
popularity.

This analysis is specific to an area in Lahore and
may not be representative of the entire Pakistani
market. Consumer preferences and market trends
can vary across regions.

It is important to monitor future trends to see if
these brands maintain their positions or if there are
shifts in market share. Flare Magazine's dedication
to providing factual and unbiased analysis is com-
mendable.
shot of the Pakistani smartphone market and sheds
light on the performance of different brands.

A recent report shows a significant increase in
mobile phone imports to Pakistan in November
2024. The data, compiled by Customs, highlights
key trends in the Pakistani mobile phone market.

Feature phones continue to dominate, with itel
leading the market with 341,000 feature phone im-
ports, indicating a strong demand for affordable de-
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vices.

In the smartphone segment, Infinix leads with
446,020 units imported in November, suggesting a
growing preference for internet-enabled devices.

Other notable brands and their import numbers
include VGO Tel 108,020, G’'Five: 275,000, Sam-
sung: 245,000, Tecmo: 188,435, Nokia: 157,440,
vivo: 83,000, Calme 80,000, Club Mobile: 60,800,
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itel dominates mobile
hone market while
nfinix smartphone

.

sways Lahore

A

itel continues to maintain a strong presence in the Pakistani
mobile phone market, holding a substantial 24.7% share.
In a recent analysis of smartphone sales in Lahore, Infinix
emerged as the leading player with a 24.5% market share.
The success of Infinix is credited to its competitive pricing,
innovative features, and effective marketing tactics

Umeobile: 40,000, Xiaomi: 36,360, Oppo: 36,000,
ME Mobile: 40,000, Hello Mobile: 30,000, Villaon:
26,000, ZTE: 32,088, Mayfon: 21,000, Rivo: 7,000,
Sparx: 5,000, Digit: 2,000, Qcode: 600, and Silent
Circle: 350. The combined imports of feature phones
and smartphones reached 2,962,579 units, indicating
a robust mobile phone sector in Pakistan.

The report suggests continued growth in mobile
phone usage in Pakistan, with feature phones and
smartphones playing vital roles. The increasing avail-
ability of affordable devices and expanding network
coverage are expected to drive this trend. Further re-
search and analysis may be needed for a comprehen-
sive understanding of the Pakistani mobile phone

Chinese brands are on the rise
in the Pakistani market, with
Infinix, vivo, Xiaomi, Realme,

Oppo, and TECNO being prom-
inent. Their combined market
share is substantial, highlighting
their increasing popularity

market.

Local mobile manufacturing in Pakistan, bol-
stered by Chinese mobile companies, is thrving and
now meets 94% of the country’s demand.

This growth is attributed to the government’s
strategic regulatory initiatives to sustain sectoral ex-

Meanwhile, Chairman, Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) Maj-Gen (Retd) Hafeez Ur
Rehman presented PTA’s Annual Report 2024 to
Senate Chairman Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, high-
lighting recent developments in the IT and telecom

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

sectors.

He emphasised the Authority’s commitment to

fostering technological advancements, implement-

ing online safety measures, safeguarding consumer
According to the report, the telecom sector gener-

ated record revenue of Rs955 billion in FY 2023-24,

a 17% increase over FY 2022-23, despite economic

ERAND WISE MOBILE IMPORT NOWV 01' 24 TO NOV 30' 24
Brand Foature Phone Smart Device Grand Total
Ik 341, (0 108,000 445,000
Enfimin ] AdB, 020 AdG 020
WRotel 275000 300, ey 305000
P 245,000 (1] 245,000
SamsuUng o 230,025 230,025
Tecno o 188,435 188,435
Wi a 180,641 180,641
Nokia 157,440 [+ 157,440
Realme i} 105,800 105, 800
Caime BE,000 1] 83,000
Kimonmi (1] 81,950 B1.9%0
Club Paobsle B0,000 o B0L.OD0
Qrmobile 60,800 GOLE0D
Sago 40,000 o 40,000
xmabile 40,000 (1] 440,000
ME Mobdes 36,350 L 36,360
Dppo o 386, 36,000
X Mobile 35,000 ] 35,000
ZTE a 37,088 32,08E
Hello Mobile 50,000 (1] 30,000
wilgon 76,000 3 26,000
Faywa 25,000 0 25,000
MyTon 21,000 L] 21,000
Spars a 14,190 14,190
Diglt 5.000 2,000 7,000
Doode 0 6,000 &, N0
Sllemt Cirgle ] 480 ARD
Blackwiew 1] 350 350
Girmnd Total 1,500,600 1,461,979 2,962,579

challenges. Cellular mobile services now reach 91%
of the population, while 4G services cover §1%.

Chinese brands led the local manufacturing in-
dustry, with Infinix producing 2.79 million devices,
followed by itel with 2.75 million, VGO Tel with
2.43 million, vivo with 2.13 million, TECNO with
2.03 million, Redmi with 1.89 million, Realme with
1.35 million, and G'Five with 1.09 million.

South Korea’s Samsung manufactured 0.98 mil-
lion devices, while Nokia produced 0.96 million
phones locally.
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ccording to Google's anmmal report, in

the year 2024, the whole world searched

for a wide range of topics. From the US

election and blockbuster movies to viral
trends and style advice, were things that captured
global attention in the year in Search.

The main agenda of this anmual report high-
lights not only the most frequently searched items
but also how new searches have increased in con-
trast with the previous year. In Pakistan, cricket,
entertainment and technology topped the search
trends. Questions about the PSL 2024 schedule and
matches, along with queries about star players like
Shoaib Malik and Sajid Khan, further highlighted
Pakistanis’ love for the sport.

Arshad Nadeem, who won Pakistan's first
Olympic gold medal in nearly three decades, also
gained significant attention from Pakistani users.

Labhiin
Labhi ll““
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In the media category, searches were made for
celebrity figures like Sana Javed, Zoya Nasir, Indian
business tycoon Mukesh Ambani, and popular so-
cial media personalities Hareem Shah and Minahil
Malik. Pakistani drama popularity remained high,
as evidenced by searches for shows like Ishg Mur-
shid and Kabhi Mein Kabhi Tum.

Bollywood movies like Animal, Dunki, Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 3, and Stree 2 also drew significant atten-
tion, alongside the reality show Bigg Boss and the
highly anticipated Mirzapur Season 3.

Moreover, food lovers searched for recipes like
banana bread, creamy pasta, and local dishes such
as malpura and tawa kaleji. Quick meals like garlic
bread and egg noodles, along with seasonal drinks
like peach iced tea, highlighted the nation’s diverse
tastes.

In the technology sector, searches for Gemim
and Remaker Al showcased a growing interest in
Al tools, while questions about the latest smart-
phones from Infinix, Redmi, Vivo, and Apple re-
flected consumers’ desires for new models.

Farhan Qureshi, Google’s Country Director for
Pakistan, stated that this year’s ‘Year in Search’ re-

-TECH

1. Chatgpt login

2. Bing image creator
3. Infinix note 30

4. Vivo y100

5, Gemini

6. Inifinix hot 50 pro
7. Redminote13
8.iPhonelB pro max
9. Infinix note 40

10. Remaker ai

port reflects a Pakistan that is deeply rooted in its
traditions while eagerly embracing the possibilities
of the digital age. Whether it’s cricket, the kitchen,
film, or the search bar, Pakistanis are using Google
to explore their passions, connect with their culture,
and shape their future.

He further added that artificial intelligence has
played a significant role in reimagining what search
can do, and Google is committed to enhancing its
capabilities to help Pakistani web users better ex-
plore the world around them.

In Google searches worldwide sports — partic-
ularly soccer and cricket — dominated Google'’s
overall trending searches in 2024. Copa América
topped those search trends globally, followed by the
UEFA European Championship and ICC Men's

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |
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In the technology sector, searches for
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lech, sports and
entertainment
dominate in Pakistan
in Google search

Gemini and
Remaker Al showcased a growing interest in Al tools,
while questions about the latest smartphones from
Infinix, Redmi, Vivo, and Apple reflected consumers’
desires for new models

T20 Wozld Cup.

Meanwhile, the US election led news-specif-
ic searches worldwide. Queries about excessive
heat and this year's Olympic Games followed. US
President-elect Donald Trump topped searches in
Google'’s people category this year — followed by

In Google searches worldwide
sports — particularly soccer
and cricket — dominated Goo-
gle’s overall trending searches
in 2024. Copa América topped
those search trends globally,
followed by the UEFA European
Championship and 1CC Men’s
T20 World Cup

Catherine, Princess of Wales, US Vice President
Kamala Harris and Algerian boxer Imane Khelif,
who also led athlete-specific searches. Meanwhile,
the late Liam Payne, Toby Keith and O.J. Simpson
led search trends among notable individuals who
died in 2024.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFK

In the world of entertainment, Disney and Pix-
ar's “Inside Out 2" was the top trending movie of
the year, while Netflix's “Baby Reindeer” led TV
show trends. And Kendrick Lamar’s “Not Like Us”
dominated song trends. That's just the tip of the ice-
berg. Queries for the Olympic Village's chocolate
muffin made famous by Norwegian swimmer Hen-
rik Christiansen over the summer games, led Goo-
gle’s global recipe trends this year. The New York
Times “Connections” puzzle topped game search-
es. And in the US., country-specific data shows,
many people asked Google about online trends like
the word “demure” and “ mob wife aesthetic.”

You can find more country-specific lists, and
trends from years past, through Google's “Year in
Search” data published online. The California com-
pany said it collected 2024 search results from Janu-
ary 1 through November 23 of this year.

Google iso't the only one to publish an annual
recap or top trends as 2024 draws to a close. Spo-
tify Wrapped, for example, as well as Collins Dic-
tionary and Merriam-Webster's Words of the Year,
have offered additional reflections for 2024.

In the world of entertainment, Disney and Pix-
ar's “Inside Out 2" was the top trending movie of
the year, while Netflix's “Baby Reindeer” led TV
show trends. And Kendrick Lamar’s “Not Like Us”
dominated song trends.
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ver the past few months, the country

breakdowns and bans with the popular

social media platform ‘X’ formerly Twit-
ter blocked in Pakistan since February 2024.

Additionally, the government is planning to fur-
ther tighten the existing Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act (PECA) of 2016, which governs dig-
ital and social media in the country. The PECA
law has been used by both the current and previous
PTI governments to control criticism, especially on
social media. The government has used the PECA
law to send notices to individuals who have posted
content on social media that is deemed unfavourable
by the government or anti-state. The notices require
the recipient to appear at the local FIA office, but
they are often vague. In many cases, journalists who
received these notices went to court, and the court
ruled that the notice had no legal standing and that
a citizen could not be summoned in this manner
without cause. However, this practice has persisted
and is likely to continue in the future, as the prima-
1y objective appears to harass and make life difficult
for the recipient. Then there is the matter of VFNs,
which the government aimed to restrict (date earlier
by November 30) and permit only ‘registered’ ones.
It was unclear which VPNs were considered regis-
tered. Most of the VPNs utilised by Pakistanis are
based overseas, making it unlikely for them to seek
registration with the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA).

The latest development in this area is the gov-
ernment’s plan to establish a Digital Rights Protec-
tion Authority (DFPA) to oversee digital and social
media specifically. The Authority will operate under
the PECA law, which will be expanded to include
more severe punishments and penalties for social
and digital media users. Additionally, VPNs will be
incorporated into the law, also allowing the govern-
ment to block them legally. From the government's
perspective, it is understandable to manage the flow
of information. Governments worldwide are con-
cerned about this issue, even indemocratic societies
in Europe and North America. However, they re-
frain from taking actions that may appear dictatorial,
reminiscent of the Dark Ages rather than the 21st
century. Countries like Pakistan should follow suit.
If there is a need for a legal framework to regulate
social media and the internet, then it should be es-
tablished — similar to the stringent regulations in the
European Union, which often clash with tech giants
like Apple, Google, Microsoft, and more recently,
Elon Musk and his X.

Nevertheless, the government must adopt an in-

clusive and consultative approach to the proposed
changes to the PECA law. It had previously com-
mitted to engaging with stakeholders such as inter-
net service providers, tech companies, social media
platforms, journalists, and news organisations. This
consultation has not taken place yet, and it 1s crucial
to ensure that their point of view is also taken into
count.
Furthermore, PECA should not be misused to
harass and intimidate journalists or critics of the
government and establishment. While action should
be taken against violations of the law, individuals
should be charged and tried in a court of law with
proper legal representation. Arbitrary notices and
cease. Although such incidents occurred duning the
PTT’s tenure, they were not justified then and are not
acceptable now. The notion that issues can be re-
solved by simply blocking them needs to be replaced
with an understanding that digital and social media
are essential aspects of most Pakistanis’ lives and are
considered necessities in today’s world. Additional-
Iy, millions of Pakistanis rely on these platforms for
their livelihoods, as evidenced by the country’s IT
exports exceeding $3 billion in 2023-24 a progress
jeopardised by the deliberate, albeit denied, internet
slowdown by the current government.

Meanwhile, Sajjad Mustafa Syed, Chairman
of the Pakistan Software Houses Association (P@
SHA), has stated that the current internet speed
issues are expected to be resolved within a three-
month timeframe. Concerns have been raised about
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Govt to establish

Authority

for robust

oversight of social media

The latest development in this area is the government’s
plan to establish a Digital Rights Protection Authority
(DRPA) 10 oversee digital and social media specifically.
The Authoritywill operate underthe PECAlaw,which will
be expanded to include more severe punishments and
penalties for social and digital media users. Additionally,
VPNs will be incorporated into the law, also allowing the
government to block them legally

potential connectivity problems arising from the
implementation of a firewall. Syed noted that if
messages are being sent via WhatsApp but imag-
es are not transmitting, it may indicate monitoring
activities. Users across various regions in Pakistan

Countries like Pakistan should
follow suit. If there is a need for
a legal framework to regulate
social media and the internet,
then it should be established
— similar to the stringent regu-
lations in the European Union,
which often clash with tech
giants like Apple, Google,
Microsoft, and more recently,
Elon Musk and his X

are facing intermittent internet outages and reduced
speeds, impacting their ability to browse, download,
and share media effectively.

Reports indicate that both Wi-Fi and mobile data
services are experiencing significant slowdowns,
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making it challenging for users to send or receive me-
dia files on platforms like WhatsApp. The govern-
ment has acknowledged enhancements to its ‘web
management system’ and is conducting tests on its
internet firewall, with initial trials conducted in July
and August.

During testing phases, internet speeds were no-
ticeably reduced, causing disruptions on digital plat-
forms. The specific reasons for the recent internet
that IT companies are leaving Pakistan due to slow
internet speeds, stating that no companies have de-
parted. He mentioned that full-time IT employees
are not facing significant issues as fixed-line internet
services are operational. Challenges are primarily
faced by part-time workers due to the lack of fixed
lines. Regarding the firewall, Sajjad Mustafa men-
tioned that surveillance and firewall installations are
common practices globally, but there may be defi-
ciencies in the current procedure.

He cited an example from the United States
where security personnel respond promptly to re-
become frequent in Pakistan, leading to economic
losses amounting to billions of rupees daily due to
inadequate internet infrastructure. Efforts to address
these issues are crucial for the government and the
ruling party to fulfil their promises of a digital revo-
lution in Pakistan.
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Youth must be

educated on positive

use of soci

al mia

Social media apps are often used by their owners to

[~ o o

capitalise on public sentiments through influencers for
financial gains. Parents need to educate their children
on the responsible use of social media. There is an
urgent need to improve cyber security laws and their

implementation

ocial media is the most popular medium of

information and its use should be regulat-

ed in the light of effective laws of the land

without harming civil rights and national
security.

It was narrated by participants in a round table
discussion held at the National Institute of Public
Policy (NIPP), Lahore. Lahore NIFP Rector Dr
Ijaz Munir chaired the session while Dean, Dr Nav-
eed Ehali was the moderator.

Keynote speakers included Director General of
National Institute of Management (NIM) Faroogq
Mazhar, LUMS Associate Professor Dr Taimur
Rehman, PU Department of Digital Media School
of Communication Studies Chairperson Dr Savera
Shami, Executive Director Digital Rights Founda-
tion Nighat Daad, journalist from Daily Pakistan
Usman Shami and Dr Fareed Zafar, Associate Pro-
fessor from LUMS.

The discussion focused on various aspects of
regulating social media and addressed gaps identi-
fied in social media regulations. While discussing
the issue, Dr Fareed Zafar emphasised the need for
education and awareness about social media usage,
highlighting the impact of fake news and sensation-
alism on society. He quoted the reporting and news
content of various channels in social media on na-
tional and international issues. He emphasised the
need for improving cyber security laws and their
implementation.

Dr Taimur Rehman from LUMS said that
people on social media should use apps with care
keeping in mind the importance of education and
knowledge from that platform. He was of the view
that laws regulating social media should be made
more effective. He termed the social media apps as
the business models of the owners who were using
the public sentiments through the influencers for
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the sake of money. Parents should provide proper
guidance to their children about the correct usage

Professor Dr Savera Shami suggested creating
awareness about the negative impact of unbounded
use of social media. She was of the view that social
media platforms should be asked to establish their
offices in Pakistan to enable and regulate the local
environment under the laws. She stressed the need
for timely enforcement of laws to eliminate extrem-
ism and hate content from social media.

In the social media arena,
candidates and voters engage in
real-time debates, raise aware-
ness for causes and rally
support. But as its role in
politics continues to grow, so do
questions about its influence

In the social media arena, candidates and vot-
ers engage in real-time debates, raise awareness for
causes and rally support. But as its role in politics
continues to grow, so do questions about its influ-
ence.

Separately, on this edition of “Behind the Blue,”
Maggie Macdonald, Ph.D., assistant professor of
political science in the College of Arts and Scienc-
es, and Annelise Russell, Ph.D., associate professor
in the Martin School of Public Policy and Admin-
istration, explore the impact of the stories lighting
up our feeds — and what they mean for the future
of democracy.

“We're in a moment where everything is digital.
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Politics is no longer just door-to-door, pamphlets
or what we see on TV — it's tweets, it's Instagram
stories, it's TikToks,” Macdonald said. “This shift
presents both opportunities and challenges for those
aspiring to engage in public policy or communica-
tion fields.”

Amplifying voices, shaping opinions
and Russell explore the complex relationship be-
tween social media and politics — unpacking its
benefits, pitfalls and what it truly means to be “po-
litical” in the digital age. Both agree that social me-
dia has given rise to citizen activists and journalists
who use these platforms to rally support for issues
that may otherwise go unnoticed.

“The democratising potential of social media
is profound,” Russell said. “It gives individuals the
power to speak directly to large audiences without
the traditional gatekeepers.”

Macdonald agreed noting social media allows

for more diverse nmarratives to enter public discus-
sion. Additionally, politicians and candidates can
use the various channels to speak to diverse audi-
ences.
“Social media offers a memu of different au-
diences for a campaign,” she said. “But on social
media, they simultaneously can try to focus their
attention on the people on the platform, but they
also recognise that everything they say is on the in-
ternet and can and will be used against them at a
later date. And so even though it’s relatively cheap
to write a tweet, there’s also potentially reputational
costs that come from it.”

Challenges of misinformation, polarisation

However, the rise of social media in politics
comes with significant challenges, including the
spread of misinformation and the polarisation of
political discourse. Russell and Macdonald also rec-
ognize the darker side of this new reality

For example, the viral nature of social media
often means that misinformation can spread faster
than corrections.

“In the race to get information out quickly, ac-
curacy sometimes takes a backseat,” Russell said.
“This can create a dangerous environment where
false narratives gain traction before they're de-
bunked.”

“There are studies that show, the spread of an
initial article that false information in it, then the
spread of the fact-check article. The fact-check ar-
ticle will not go nearly as far as the first one,” Mac-
donald added. “And so, this is a phenomenon not
just for politicians, but also for media. It's unlikely
that someone sees the initial offending post, then
sees the fact-check afterwards.”

Macdonald says the algorithms governing social
media platforms can create “echo chambers,” where
users are predominantly exposed to viewpoints that
align with their own — deepening ideological di-
vides. “We have so many opportunities to receive
information, but also there’s so little oversight, and
anyone can claim to be a political influencer and
provide information,” she said. “It’s up to us to be
our own first line of defense — to determine what
information is trustworthy.”

A call for responsibility, the path forward

Ultimately, both experts believe, that addressing
these issues requires a collaborative effort from plat-
forms, government entities and users.

“People need to be taught how to critically assess
the information they encounter online,” Macdonald
said. “A better-informed public can help counteract
some of the negative effects of social media on pol-
itics.”

“When you're consuming news and informa-
tion read horisontally, not vertically,” Russell add-
ed. “Read across a lot of different sources.”

In an era where a single post can sway public
opinion, the influence of social media on politics
is undeniable. Russell and Macdonald agree, that
whether it becomes a unifying force, or a source of
division, may depend on the steps taken to ensure
responsible use and engagement.

“Social media is neither wholly good nor bad,”
Russell said. “It’s a tool, and like any tool, its im-
pact depends on how it’s used.”
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Huawel launches Mate
70 smartphone series
amid tough market

chaﬂenggs

InPakistan’scompetitivesmartphonemarket,numerous

brands offer attractive designs, unique features, and
competitive prices, along with efficient customer
service. The challenge for Huawei lies in capturing a
share of the Pakistani market, which is already crowded
with established brands and intense competition

uawei has re-entered the smartphone

market after some years of break. Once

a dominant player in the smartphone in-

dustry, surpassing Apple and Samsung
in 2018 and 2020, Huawei’s focus has shifted to
telecommunications equipment. In Pakistan’s com-
petitive smartphone market, numerous brands offer
attractive designs, unique features, and competitive
prices, along with efficient customer service. The
challenge for Huawei lies in capturing a share of the
Pakistani market, which is already crowded with
established brands and intense competition. In the
third quarter of 2024, China saw a growth in smart-
phone shipments, reaching 68.8 million units. This
growth trend, driven by increased device upgrades
due to pent-up demand, marks the fourth consecu-
tive quarter of expansion. Apple has reclaimed its
position in the top 5 smartphone companies, secur-
ing the second spot with the launch of the iPhone 16
series. Initial sales figures are promising, and Apple
expects future demand to be boosted by upcoming
promotions and the anticipated launch of Apple In-
telligence.

Chinese OEMs, including vivo, Huawei, and
Xiaomi, contributed to the 3.8% growth in the An-
droid market, each achieving strong double-digit
growth. vivo maintained its leadership in the Chi-
nese market in the third quarter of 2024, leveraging
its effective product positioning strategy across its
main and sub-brands.
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Huawei has made a comeback, recording four
consecutive quarters of double-digit growth. The
launch of the world’s first tri-foldable phone is ex-
pected to further drive the development of the fold-
able market.

Xiaomi continued its growth streak for the fifth
consecutive quarter by catering to budget-conscious
consumers while also expanding its presence in the
high-end segment.

Chinese OEMs, including vivo,
Huawei, and Xiaomi, contrib-
uted to the 3.8% growth in the
Android market, each achieving
strong double-digit growth

‘Whether Huawei phones are a popular choice
among smartphone shoppers. The upcoming launch
of Huawei’s first smartphone powered by its fully
homegrown operating system, HarmonyOS Next,
marks a significant milestone in the company’s ef-
forts to challenge the dominance of Apple’s i0S and
Google’s Android. This move comes after years of
challenges for Huawei due to US sanctions that ini-
tially impacted its smartphone production.

Despite these challenges, Huawei has rebounded
with strong sales. HarmonyOS INext represents Chi-
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na's shift away from dependence on Western soft-
ware, although there are still challenges to overcome,
particularly in building a robust app ecosystem.

With over three million pre-orders, the success of
Huawei’s new smartphone will be closely monitored
as a critical test of the company’s strategy to regain
its position in the global tech market.

Huawei has officially introduced its Mate 70
smartphone series marking a significant return to the
premium device segment. The latest flagship line-
up, inchuding the Mate 70,Mate 70 Pro, and Pro+
variants, has been hailed as the most powerful Mate
phone ever by consumer CEO Richard Yu. The Mate
70 series succeeds the Mate 60 series and features up-
grades in camera systems, screen quality, battery life,
and Al capabilities, including a revamped voice as-
sistant and enhanced photo and video editing tools.

Huawei's tramnsition away from Android to its
HarmonyOS NEXT operating system reflects the
company’s efforts to reduce reliance on US technol-
ogy. The launch of the Mate 70 series is expected
to further strengthen Huawei’s position in the smart-
phone market, with shipments projected to exceed
10 million units. While Huawei has not announced
international plans for the Mate 70 series, the suc-
cess of HarmonyOS NEXT devices in China could
potentially challenge Google’s Android OS in global
markets, introducing more competition to the mo-
bile tech industry.

Teardown analyses have revealed that the Mate
60 and Pura 70 series feature advanced chips man-
ufactured by SMIC, showcasing China’s growing
semiconductor capabilities despite Western export
controls. Huawei's technological advancements have
fueled its market recovery and intensified competi-
tion with other smartphone manufacturers, includ-
ing Apple, in China. Huawei's resurgence in the
smartphone market is evident, with the company
ranking as China’s second-largest smartphone ven-
dor in the third quarter of 2024, surpassing 10 mil-
lion unit deliveries for the fourth consecutive quarter.
The Mate 70 series offers a unique design language,
with Huawei focusing on innovative features and
in-house developments to differentiate its products
from competitors. The upcoming Galaxy S25 Ultra
is expected to maintain a similar design language to
its predecessors, with incremental improvements in
camera capabilities and display features. The Mate
70 series boasts impressive camera specifications, in-
cluding a S0MP primary camera, a 48MP telephoto
lens, and a 40MF ultra-wide angle lens. The device's
advanced camera setup and Al features aim to en-
hance the user experience and photography capabil-
ities. Huawei's Mate 70 Pro features a quad-curved
6.9-inch OLED LTPO display, offering a high re-
fresh rate of up to 120Hz for smoother operations
and improved power efficiency. The device also in-
corporates innovative features such as triple-front
punch holes for selfie cameras and 3D sensors for
enhanced security and user interaction. While Hua-
wel continues to innovate and push boundaries with
its Mate 70 series, the upcoming Galaxy S25 Ultra
is expected to introduce new surprises and advance-
ments in the smartphone market, setting the stage for
further competition and innovation in the industry.

The country imported mobile phones worth
$420.799 million in the first four months (July to
October) of the corrent fiscal year 2024-25, register-
ing a negative growth of 10.46 per cent compared
to $460.069 million during the same period of the
previous fiscal year. 2023-24.

Pakistan imported mobile phones worth $1.808
billion during the fiscal year 2023-24, while it was
$570.071 million during the fiscal year 2022-23.

In rupee terms, the country imported mobile
handsets worth Rs. 117.017 billion during the first
four months of the corrent fiscal year and registered
a negative growth of 13.62 per cent compared to Rs.
135.468 billion during the same period of the previ-
ous fiscal year.

According to data released by the Pakistan Bu-
reau of Statistics (PBS), Pakistan's mobile phone
imports in October 2024 increased by 69.39 per
cent on a month-on-month (MoM) basis and stood
at $174.338 million as compared to imports of
$102.618 million in September 2024.
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Al teaching enters school

education, engineering with a
bang in Pakistan

‘Miss Anny Al |

Fionper Al l""-'-“-'l-:r Robot

ThlS developm ent highlights Pakistan’s dedleatlon to adopting advanoed technology
to enhance educational and healthecare results to use the transformative potential
of Al in modernising conventional systems

inee, an Al-powered teacher, was intro-

duced at a private school in Karachi,

marking a significant advancement in

akistan’s educational sector. This inno-

vative initiative aims to provide personalised learn-

ing experiences for students by utilising cutting-edge

artificial intelligence technology. The Al teacher is

designed to support subjects like mathematics, sci-

ence, and languages, responding to student gueries,

tracking progress, and adjusting lessons based on in-
dividual learning speeds.

The introduction of Ainee at Happy Palace
Grammar School is part of a broader effort to en-
hance education quality, reduce teacher workload,
and address resource limitations in schools. This
initiative reflects Pakistan's increasing interest in in-
tegrating technology into education to better prepare
students for the future. Ainee is specifically tailored
to support fifth-grade students in various subjects, of-
fering personalised learning experiences. This initia-
tive aligns with the trend of incorporating artificial
intelligence into different sectors in Pakistan.

The introduction of Ainee is in line with the in-
creasing trend of incorporating artificial intelligence
in different sectors in Pakistan. In October, the Heart
Line Chatbot, another Al project, was introduced to
assist in managing hypertension in a country, where
millions suffer from the condition. The Chatbot of-
fers essential information and support to patients,
presenting a digital remedy in a nation where health-
care obstacles are prevalent. This development high-
lights Pakistan's dedication to adopting advanced
technology to enhance educational and healthcare
results to use the transformative potential of Al in
modernizing conventional systems.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan Engineering Council
(PEC) launched a free online training program on
generative Artificial Intelligence to equip engineers
with cutting-edge skills in artificial intelligence.

The program, developed in collaboration with
PakAngels Silicon Valley USA, iCode Guru, and
Aspire Pakistan, started on December 1, 2024.

According to the PEC, the six-week training
course offers participants an opportunity to gain in-
ternational certification with a traceable QR code.
The program focuses on introducing engineers to
generative Al technology, its applications, and prac-
tical model-building techniques. The training is tai-
managers, university engineering faculty and stu-
dents, and corporate sponsorship partners.

The course covers topics such as an introduction
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to generative Al, an overview of generative models,
and hands-on model-building exercises.

The program emphasises the significance of ear-
ly adoption of Al technologies, offering participants
several advantages, including automating time-con-
suming tasks to enhance efficiency, expanding ca-
pabilities beyond traditional engineering methods,
developing complex software without requiring pro-
gramming knowledge, staying competitive in a rapid-
ly evolving job market, and gaining leadership skills
in the Al domain. The training is being organised
considering that the global market for generative Al
is expected to reach $1.3 trillion by 2032. By 2030,
40 per cent of tasks are predicted to be automated
through Al-powered solutions, and Al could contrib-
ute $4.4 trillion annually to global productivity. By
2028, 70 per cent of companies will adopt Al models
to stay competitive.

Interested participants can register through the
official PEC website at www.pec.org.pk/ai-training,
scan the QR code provided on the flyer, or contact
ai.training(@pec.org.pk for assistance.

This initiative underscores PEC's commitment to
fostering technological advancements in Pakistan’s
engineering sector and preparing professionals for a

The Al teacher is designed to
support subjects like mathe-
matics, science, and languages,
responding to student queries,
tracking progress, and adjust-
ing lessons based on individual
learning speeds

future driven by Al. Adopting Artificial Intelligence
education can change the country’s economic land-
scape by cultivating a skilled workforce capable of
driving innovation and addressing the longstanding
economic challenges. A senior software engineer
at Rin Technologies said Pakistan faced significant
challenges, including a high unemployment rate, an
inadequate educational infrastructure, and a lack of
access to modern technologies.

“The youth, comprising roughly 64% of the pop-
ulation, is typically ill-equipped for the global job
market demands. Without sufficient expertise in Al
and related fields, many young individuals cannot
contribute effectively to the economy. By addressing

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

these problems through Al education, the govern-
ment can empower the youth while providing them
with skills that are in high demand domestically and
globally,” he added.

“Programs like Al-focused seminars and cod-
ing boot camps would introduce students to the
concepts of machine learning and data analytics,
empowering them to come up with solutions for
local challenges, from healthcare to agriculture.
This strategy would not only help graduates find
employment but also support their entrepreneunrial
endeavors.”

He opined that by encouraging research and de-
velopment (R&DD) at colleges and other institutions,
Al education would promote economic expansion.
By establishing partnerships with tech companies
and international organisations, educational insti-
tutions can create innovation hubs where students
and professionals work together on cutting-edge
projects.

Wajahat Hafeez, digital products and solutions
head at NayaTel highlighted that the inclusion of
Al education in the curriculum had the potential to
greatly improve the students’ creativity and prob-
lem-solving skills. By incorporating practical in-
struction, workshops, and real-world projects, edu-
cational institutions can create an environment that
promotes innovation.

He opined that increasing the availability of dig-
ital resources was one of the most important ways
to advance Al education. In rural areas with inade-
quate educational resources, the public and private
sectors might collaborate to provide affordable in-
ternet access and digital learning platforms.

He further opined that online courses and plat-
forms may expand access to Al education, enabling
students from different walks of life to learn and en-
gage with the advanced technologies. Furthermore,
public-private partnerships would be instrumental
in providing scholarships and financial support to
deserving students pursuing Al-related fields.

“Another vital component is the training of in-
structors to teach Al concepts effectively. It is im-
portant to start professional development programs
so that the instructors have the tools they need to
instruct Al effectively.” He suggested that by pro-
moting a culture of continuous learning among
the instructors, the government could ensure that
future generations receive high-quality education in
AT and related fields. This investment in instructor
training would be essential for building a solid edu-
cational foundation that promotes inmovation.
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PTCL first ever in Pakistan to achieve prestigious EPI
Data Center certification

Islamabad: Pakistan's leading tele-
com and integrated ICT services
provider, Pakistan Telecommunication
Company Limited (PTCL) has raised
the data center industry benchmark by
achieving the prestigious TLA-942-C
data center certification form Enter-
prise Products Integration (EPI) - a
global leader in data center certifica-
tion.

Themeticulously audited and certi-
fied milestone underscores PTCL's un-
wavering dedication to excellence and
innovation in the mission-critical data
center industry in Pakistan. PTCL's
state of the art data centers offer rack
hosting services designed to accom-
modate servers, networking devices,
and other data center computing
equipment. The purpose-built facilities
provide carrier customers with a se-
cure, cost-effective, and space-efficient
solution for housing essential infra-
structure.

Strategically located in major cities
across Pakistan, the data centers en-
sure high levels of security, resilience,
and flexibility, helping businesses re-
duce costs, enhance IT wvalue, and

maintains efficient operational foot-
print,

Commenting on the development,
JafarKhalid, Group Chief Technology

and Information Officer, PTCL &
Ufone 4G said: “The prestigious EPI
certification not only raises the bar for
data center standards in Pakistan but
also solidifies PTCL's position as a
leader in the digital infrastructure
landscape. This recognition is a proud

moment for our team, acknowledging
our commitment to excellence in data
center management. We are confident
that this achievement will further en-

hance customer trust in PTCL's capa-
bilities, cementing our position as a
leader in the industry, delivering serv-
ices that meet the highest global stan-
dards.

PTCL's data centers enable enter-
prise customers through provision of

secure environment for storing, pro-
cessing, and managing data, with cen-
tralized management, disaster
recovery, and backup power solutions.
It also offers scalability, enhance secu-
rity compliance, support cloud serv-
ices, and help businesses avoid the
high costs of building and maintain-
ing their own infrastructure, so they
can invest precious resources in grow-
ing and sustaining their business,
while relying on a trusted partner such
as PTCL.

MNausheen Ashraf, Country Man-
ager, EPI Pakistan & Central Asia ex-
tended heartfelt congratulations to
PTCL for achieving the esteemed
TIA-942-C Data Center Certification,
She said: “This accomplishment is a
testament to PTCL's sustained com-
mitment to upholding the highest
standards of excellence and innova-
tion in data center services since their
first certification in 2009, We as EPI
commend PTCL's dedication to pro-
viding secure, resilient, and world-
class data center solutions for
businesses across Pakistan, solidifying
their position as an industry leader,"=

PTCL Group teamed up with Atlas Honda for the BikeSafe
Riding Training initiative

Lahore: PTCL Group has
taken a step forward towards
road safety with the signing of
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MolU) with Atlas
Honda Ltd. This collaboration
underscores PTCL’s commit-
ment to promoting safe com-
muting practices for
motorcyclists and aligns with
the Group's ongoing Health,
Safety, and Environment (HSE)
initiatives.

The signing ceremony, held
at the Atlas Honda Limited of-
fice in Lahore, with Taimoor

Khan, Group VP HSE & Sus-
tainability PTCL & Ufone 4G
and Zafar Igbal, GM After

MoU. The partership intro-
duces specialized "Training of
Trainers” (TOT) sessions, led

£ Hon A

il ;}_._-'_

Sales, Atlas Honda signing the by certified trainers from Atlas

Honda, aimed at instilling es-
sential safety skills amongst
PTCL’s field staff, who rely on
motorcycles for their daily com-
mute.

The training sessions will
cover a comprehensive range of
topics, from essential bike han-
dling techniques to advanced
road safety protocols. Moreower,
the collaboration aims to culti-
vate a proactive safety mindset
amongst PTCL employees, en-
hancing their awareness and re-
ducing on-road risks.

Furthermore, the MOU

with Atlas Honda also exempli-
fies PTCL Group's commitment
to its ever-growing employee
well-being program by fostering
sustainable activities that benefit
employees and contribute to
community welfare at large.
PTCL employees participating
in the TOT program will carry
forward the message of safe rid-
ing, amplifying the initiative's
positive impact. The event con-
cluded with both parties express-
ing enthusiasm for the potential
of this partnership to make
roads safer for everyone.m

PTCL partners with Mumtaz City to empower 2,000 homes
‘Flash Fiber’

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Company
Limited (PTCL) has signed a
strategic agreement with
Mumtaz City to revolutionize
connectivity for its residents
and businesses through its pre-
mium and flagship internet
service, Flash Fiber. This col-
laboration  highlights  the
shared vision of PTCL and
Mumtaz City to deliver a
modern connectivity infra-
structure that fosters seamless
digital experiences and accel-
erates technological progress
in one of Pakistan's rapidly
growing urban hubs.

Under the terms of the
agreement, PTCL will take on
the comprehensive design, de-

velopment, and deployment
of a state-ofithe-art optical
fiber network across Mumtaz
City. This advanced infrastruc-

with high-speed internet

networks that cater to the de-
mands of modern living. This
deployment is a key step to-
wards empowering the Mum-

ture will provide high-speed
internet access to 2,500 plus
homes and high-rise struc-
tures, delivering unmatched
connectivity and high-capacity

taz City community with
high-speed internet solutions.
The signing ceremony was
attended by NaumanDurrani,
VP Business Operations

North, Salman Ali Bajwa, VP
Sales PTCL, and Agil Jamal
Buit, Chief Executive, Mum-
taz City, along with senior of-
ficials from both sides. This
partnership is a testament to
PTCL's commitment in pro-
viding advanced digital solu-
tions that enhance the quality
of life for the customers. With
state-of-the-art infrastructure,
the company aims to set new
standards in connectivity and
contribute to the technological
advancement of Pakistan.
The  deployment of
PTCL's Flash Fiber network
marks a significant milestone
in technology-enabled urban
development, providing Mum-
taz City with reliable, high-

speed internet services. Resi-
dents and businesses will ben-
efit from improved access to
digital resources, enhanced
productivity, and seamless on-
line experiences, making
Mumtaz City a model for fu-
ture smart urban develop-
ments.

As Pakistan's cities evolve,
initiatives like these highlight
the importance of infrastruc-
ture in creating digitally em-
powered communities.
Through this strategic partner-
ship, PTCL Flash Fiber and
Mumtaz City are setting a new
precedent for leveraging tech-
nology to unlock urban poten-
tial and foster socio-economic
growth.=
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vivo V40e 5G now available in Pakistan:
[ilevate your style with the latest tech

Innovations

he newest V40e 5G smartphone from vivo

is now on sale in Pakistan, with price start-

ing at just PKR 99,000, Boasting a slim

and elegant design, exceptional imaging
capabilities, and smooth, long-lasting performance,
V40e 5G is the perfect choice for tech enthusiasts
who appreciate style and innovations.

At first glance, vivo V40e 5G captivates with its
Ultra-slim 3D Curved Display featuring a 120Hz
Refresh Rate, ensuring ultra-fast responses and an
immersive viewing experience.V40e 5G comes with
two new colors that evoke unique sensory experi-
ences. The Royal Bronze edition is a harmonious
blend of historical depth and modern luxury. Its
sophisticated hue embodies premium quality, mak-
ing every interaction feel like a touch of luxury. The
Mint Green version brings the tranguility of nature
to fingertips. Inspired by a gentle breeze through a
mint grove, this variant has a fresh and vibrant feel.
The innovative Magnetic UV Glue technique used
gives it a dynamic appearance, with shimmerning
ripples that dance with the light as users tilt the de-
vice.
Upon holding the V40e 5G, users will imme-

diately appreciate its slimness and be amazed by
its power. Despite being only 7.49 mm thick and
weighing just 183g, this device houses a 5500mAh
Ultra-LargeBattery. V40e 5G holds the distinction
of being the thinnest smartphone in the 5500mAh

battery category.

vivo V40e G
Portrait 50 Pro

Beyond a stylish appearance, capturing
high-quality portraits, whether solo or in a group,
is a significant priority for users in Pakistan. Com-
mon scenarios often present challenging lighting
conditions, such as dim evening light or overly vi-
brant neon lights. However, with vivo V4dle 5@,
these concerns are addressed. Armed with a S0MP
Sony IMX882 OIS Main Camera and the signature

AT Aura Light Portrait, taking portraits in difficult
lighting becomes a breeze. vivo V40e 5G offers Ul-
tra-Stable 4K Video capabilities, ensuring both the
front-facing and main rear cameras deliver pristine
video quality, perfect for users who love to docu-
ment their dynamic lives. For group selfies, V40e
5G adopts a 50MP AF Selfie Camera, allowing for
more friends and family to be included in the frame,
capturing more memories from every gathering.

Lastly, addressing common smartphone user
frustrations such as rapid battery drain and acciden-
tal drops, vivo V40e 3G offers a transformative ex-
perience. With an enhanced 5500mAh Ultra-Large
Battery and 80W FlashCharge, along with a 4-Year
Battery Health Guarantee, you can stay connected
and powered up with confidence. The cutting-edge
MediaTek Dimensity 7300 utilizes an advanced
4nm process for lower power consumption. V40e
5G also boasts a Comprehensive Cushioning Struc-
ture to protect the device from damage caused by
falls.

For those who embrace a fashionable digital
lifestyle, this is your chance fto experience vivo
Vdle 5G.

Unleashing the power of cinematic portrait:
vivo partnered with ZE1SS to make
professional imaging accessible to everyone

s a global leader in the smartphone in-
dustry, vivo has always been commuitted
to elevating photography experiences.
This commitment is evident in its inno-
vative approach, from optimizing existing features
to introducing groundbreaking technologies such as
the imaging chip and the industry’s first pop-up front
cameras, all achieved through strategic collabora-
tions and robust in-house R&D.
This dedication to imaging excellence has led to
a fruitful partnership with ZEISS, a renowned name
in optics and optoelectronics. From immortalizing
mankind's first lunar steps to filming iconic Holly-
wood scenes, ZEISS lenses and technology have
consistently redefined our visual perception of the
world. This collaboration has yielded tangible re-
sults, notably the integration of the vivo & ZEISS
co-engineered imaging system in vivo’s flagship X
series and now, vivo V40 5G. vivo V40 5G boasts
select features co-developed with ZEISS, pushing the
boundaries of V Series’ imaging capabilities. This ex-
pansion marks a significant step in vivo and ZEISS’s
joint mission to make advanced optical technology
and professional-grade ZEISS features accessible to
a broader consumer base.
Cinematic Innovation: Beyond the Ordinary
with Creative Tools
Have you ever found yourself immersed in the
enchanting world of a film, captivated by the magic
unfolding on screen, and wondered if you could one
day create such a masterpiece? The idea of crafting a
cinematic video used to be a distant dream, reserved
only for those with professional training and high-
end equipment. However, the boundaries have been
blurred. vivo V40 3G, co-engineered with ZEISS,
has brought the power of professional portrait pho-
tography into the hands of everyday users. Now, the
dream of creating your own cinematic masterpiece is
no longer a far-fetched fantasy, but an exciting reality
Building on the idea of accessible cinematic cre-
ation, vivo V40 5G takes it a step further by offer-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

ing ZEISS Cinematic Portrait Video. It's common
knowledge among film enthusiasts that the magic
of films lies in elements like focus transitions and a
shallow depth of field. V40 5G, with its ZEISS Focus
Transition, takes these aspects up a notch. This fea-
ture intelligently adjusts focus to follow the subject’s
gaze, ensuring they remain the center of attention in
every frame. Moreover, the ZEISS Cinematic Video
Bokeh brings a classic film-like charm to your videos.
Leveraging Al-driven depth calculation, it creates a

Vivo V40 Go

Co-engineered with DEm

beautiful blur effect that keeps the subject sharply in
focus against a softly blurred background. And the
cherry on top? The exclusive 2.39:1 aspect ratio that
gives your videos the final touch of cinematic ele-
gance. With V40 3G, every video you shoot is a step
closer to creating your own cinematic masterpiece.

When wandering through the charming streets
of a new city, soaking in the sights and sounds that
make up its unique character. With V40 5G in your
hand, you have more than just a tool to capture these
moments - you have a companion to help you tell
your travel story with a cinematic touch.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Capiure Your Unique Portrait Style

Having explored the magic of capturing life’s
moments with ZEISS Cinematic Portrait Video, let’s
delve into how each portrait can be imbued with a
unique style on V40 5G. Thanks to the ZEISS Style
Bokeh, every portrait can now echo the distinctive
charm of ZEISS’s iconic lenses’ effects from their
rich optical design history. The ZEISS Style Bokeh
offers an array of bokeh effects for users to play with,
including ZEISS Cinematic Style Bokeh, ZEISS
Cine-flare Portrait, and ZEISS B-Speed Style Bokeh,
each offers different ways to make portraits stand
out on social media. Notably, the ZEISS Cine-flare
Portrait adds an extra touch of cinematic charm to
photos, transforming ordinary portraits into extraor-
dinary works of art. With V40 5G, every portrait
becomes a canvas for creativity, each click a step to-
wards crafting vour unique visual narrative.

Pro lighting for Every Portrait

Aura Light, a distinctive feature of the V series,
is essentially an integrated ring light on your phone.
But it’s not just any flash - Aura Light is powered
by smart technology. Leveraging Al, it intelligently
assesses the surroundings in real-time and adjusts the
lighting strength and color tone to harmonize with
the ambient light, ensuring photos are always per-
fectly illuminated.

V40 5G features professional fill light, enhanced
with depth and dimensionality. Its Al 3D Studio
Lighting merges virtual fill light with the physical
illumination from Aura Light. This combination ef-
fectively eliminates unwanted shadows in low-light
conditions, delivering a natural, professional lighting
effect. vivo's unwavering focus on innovation and its
strategic partnership with ZEISS solidify its position
as a pioneer in mobile imaging. vive's keen under-
standing of user needs allows it to excel in areas like
color accuracy, low-light performance, portraiture,
sports photography, and videography. V40 5G serves
as a testament to this dedication, enabling users to
capture life’s moments with professional-grade qual-
ity and creative freedom.
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Mobilink Bank wins ‘Best Microfinance Bank’
at Pakistan Banking Awards 2024

lalslamabad: Mobilink
Bank, Pakistan's leading digi-
tal microfinance institution,
was honored as the ‘Best Mi-
crofinance Bank' at the Pak-
istan Banking Awards 2024,
The recognition highlights the
Bank's pivotal role in advanc-
ing financial inclusion and
digital empowerment and un-
derscores its prowess in lever-
aging innovative fintech
solutions to shape a digitally
future-ready Pakistan.

Commenting on the
achievement, CEQ Jazz and
Chairman of Mobilink Banlk,
Aamir Ibrahim, said, “This
award is a testament to the
trust placed in Mobilink Bank
by millions of Pakistanis and
reflects our collective mission
to uplift society through finan-
cial inclusion. Mobilink
Bank's success lies in its com-
mitment to empowering indi-
viduals, particularly women,
by providing them with the

tools and resources to thrive,
This recognition resonates
with our ongoing efforts to
foster economic growth, re-
silience, and progress nation-

Bank, Haaris Mahmood
Chaudhary, said, “The award
is an honour that reflects our
unwavering commitment to
empowering small businesses,

wide. I commend the entire
team for their dedication and
look forward to their contin-
ued impact in transforming
lives.”

Interim CEQ Mobilink

cess and creating lasting op-
portunities for those who need
it most, as we work towards
building a more inclusive, fu-
ture-ready digital financial

T
MNear * B

women, and underserved
communities through innova-
tive, digital banking solutions
that drive meaningful change.
Looking forward, we remain
committed to expanding ac-

o

LI

ecosystem for fostering sus-
tainable growth and economic
progress.”

The Bank works in collab-
oration with multiple active
players to amplify the reach

and impact of its initiatives.
The Bank’s DOST App fur-
ther enhances this effort by
providing users with flexible,
self-paced learning opportuni-
ties, making financial educa-
tion more accessible and
inclusive.

In 2023-2024, the Mo-
bilink Bank School of Learn-
ing delivered over 83,000
hours of training to enhance
the digital skills of both em-
ployees and entrepreneurs.
Through the National Finan-
cial Literacy Program (NFLP-
M), the Bank reached 2,780
rural beneficiaries, including
T1% of women. This achieve-
ment earned the Bank the
‘Best NFLP Team Award’
from the State Bank of Pak-
istan. The bank's innovative
services, training programs
and collaborative efforts re-
flect its vision of helping cre-
ate a digitally agile, inclusive,
and future-ready Pakistan.m

S&P Global Pakistan
launches ElevateHER
programme

Islamabad: S&P Global
Pakistan announced the
launch of ElevateHER, a
transformative three-year pro-
gram designed to enable
1,000 women and girls in Pak-
istan to achieve employability
through freelancing, entrepre-
neurship, and job placements.
To further strengthen Elevate-
HER’s impact, the US-Pak-
istan  Women's Council
(USPWC) has joined as a key
partner. This partnership am-
plifies the program's outreach
and facilitates the creation of
meaningful opportunities for
women, contributing to a
more equitable and dynamic
economic landscape.

“ElevateHER. is a pledge
to empower women by

equipping them with the
tools and guidance they need
to thrive in today’s competi-
tive workforce,” said Mujeeb

Zahur, Managing Director,

S&P  Global  Pakistan.
“Through mentorship, skill-
building, and collaboration
with community partners,
we are committed to creating
pathways for sustainable suc-

s 1

cess. ' m

CCP com-
pletes formal-
ities for the
PTCL and Te-
lenor Pak-
istan merger

Islamabad:  Competition
Commission of Pakistan (CCP)
has completed all necessary for-
malities for the Phase-I1 review of
PTCL acquisition of 100% share-
holding in Telenor Pakistan Pvt
Ltd and Orion Towers Pvt Ltd.

Valued at $400 million, this
transaction is one of the most
significant mergers in Pakistan's
telecom sector, involving both
vertical and horizontal market
expansions. The CCP’s scrutiny
of the transaction was thor-
ough, with multiple hearings
conducted throughout Septem-
ber and October 2024 to assess
the deal’s implications. =

Dr Reckeweg marks
50 years of success in
Pakistan

Islamabad: “Homeopathy
is a natural form of treatment
rapidly gaining popularity and
has a very positive impact on
patients’ health due to its lack
of side effects.” Dr David Reck-
eweg shared these thoughts at
the Golden Jubilee event of Dr
Reckeweg Germany and Dr
Salim Ahmed & Co. He further
emphasized that Dr Reckeweg
Germany believes in making
the treatment effective and af-
fordable.

Dr Najmus Saqib expressed
his gratitude towards the Ger-
man team for their unwavering
support, stating, “This mile-
stone reflects not only our
shared past but also a commit-
ment to continue innovating
and expanding access to ho-

moeopathic healthcare in Pak-
istan,”

Aziz A, Khan illuminated
the global impact of homoeopa-
thy and its increasing popularity
in Pakistan, He stated, “Home-
opathy is a natural and effective
treatment that is improving the
lives of millions of people.”

The event included heartfelt
tributes and awards presented
to key contributors to this suc-
cessful journey, including Dr.
David Reckeweg, Dr. Najmus
Saqib, and Aziz A. Khan, for
their leadership and tireless ef-
forts. It also highlighted the
prospects of improved health-
care services through partner-

ships like Dr. Reckeweg
Germany and Dr.  Salim
Ahmed & Co.m

DWP wins Huawei’'s Technology Integration Recognition Award

Dubai: DWP Technolo-
gies, Pakistan’s leading tech-
nology expert and part of the
DWP Group, has been hon-
ored with the prestigious Data
Center Technologies Integra-
tion Recognition Award at the
Huawei Partner Connect event
during GITEX 2024 in Dubai.

This top-tier recognition
underscored DWP Technolo-
gies' exceptional ability to de-
sign and deliver state-of-the-art
hybrid green data center solu-
tions, meeting customer’s ad-
vanced Al and

high-performance computing
requirements. It highlighted
DWP Technologies” unwaver-
ing commitment to innova-
tion, technical expertise, and
project execution, By deliver-
ing cutting-edge data center in-
frastructure solutions and
ensuring exceptional customer
experiences, DWP Technolo-
gies has solidified its position
as a trusted partner in the tech-
nology landscape and a leader
in collaboration with Huawei.

While expressing his grati-
tude, Rohail Bashir, Chief Op-

erating Officer, DWP Tech-
nologies, said, “We are deeply
honored to receive this recog-
nition from Huawei at GITEX
2024. This award is a testa-
ment to our relentless pursuit
of technological excellence
and our dedication to deliver-
ing innovative and sustainable
data center solutions, We take
pride in our ability to inte-
grate advanced technologies
seamlessly, enabling our cus-
tomers to stay ahead in
today’s rapidly evolving digi-
tal world."m
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UNDP and Fatima Fertilizer launch Fatima Fertil-
izer’s first SDG sustainability framework

Islamabad :Fatima Fertil-
izer has the distinct honor of
becoming the first private sec-
tor entity in Pakistan to partner
with the United Nations De-
velopment Programme
(UNDP) by adopting the SDG
Impact Framework, In this re-
gard, Fatima Fertilizer in col-
laboration with UNDP,
recently hosted the launch
event of a special report titled
*8SDGs Impact through Busi-
nesses: Sustainability Frame-
work for Fatima Fertilizer”
which outlines how the com-
pany has embedded the impact
framework assessment into its
business operations, mapping
eight critical areas that align
with achieving related UN
SDGs.

The event brought together
Government officials, develop-
ment sector representatives,
private sector partners, and

sustainability experts to cele-
brate Fatima Fertilizer's re-
markable achievements

towards promotion of sustain-
able agriculture, environmental
stewardship, and social respon-
sibility.

Rabel Sadozai, Director of
Marketing and Sales at Fatima

Group, further emphasized the
significance of the report
launch, stating, “This sustain-

framework will

ability
strengthen our resolve and in-
spire us to further accelerate
our efforts in sustainable devel-
opment. Both UNDP and Fa-
tima Fertilizer teams worked

relentlessly developing a one
of its kind framework in order
to set an example that will en-
courage other private sector or-
ganizations to  embrace
sustainable practices.”

Dr. Samuel Rizk, Resident
Representative, UNDP Pak-
1stan, commended Fatima Fer-
tilizer for its efforts to integrate
the SDGs into its business
strategies and operations, He
noted that this pioneering step
aligns Fatima Fertilizer's sus-
tainability initiatives with SDG
targets relevant to its core busi-
ness operations. “By voluntar-
ity designing its own SDG
reporting framework with
UNDP’s support, Fatima Fer-
tilizer has demonstrated that
businesses can achieve both fi-
nancial benefits and contribute
positively to societal well-being
through sustainable practices,”
he remarked.m

PTCL partners with IBM
& GBM Pakistan to mod-
ernize its IT infrastructure

Islamabad: Pakistan Telecom-  Awailability (HA) and Disaster Re-
munication Company Limited covery (DR) environments. These
(PTCL), the country’s leading ICT  state-ofthe-art servers, equipped
services provider, has partnered  with mega processing power and
with GBM Pakistan and IBM to  robust security features, are set to

(el GeM IRR '

modernize IT infrastructure. This
strategic partnership strives to
boost PTCL's operational effi-
ciency while establishing a foun-
dation for cutting-edge
innovations and a comprehensive
upgrade of Enterprise Systems.
The initiative involves deploy-
ment of IBM Powerl0 servers
across PTCL's production, High

g L aBM [5M ~—

enhance PTCL's performance, en-
abling the organization to adeptly
manage escalating data demands.
Additionally, PTCL is integrating
IBM Spectrum Scale to optimize
data management processes and
elevate scalability, ensuring a fu-
ture-ready infrastructure that can
support its growth and innovation
objectives

Railways records high
revenue of Rs37.5 billion
in five months: CEO

Lahore: Pakistan Railways
Chief Executive Officer
Aamir Ali Baloch has stated
that the organization is
steadily progressing towards
greater success and improve-
mernt.

Through better train oper-
ations and strategic measures,
Pakistan  Railways  has
achieved significant mile-
stones over the past two years,
These include increased rev-
enue and train services along-
side a substantial reduction in
operational costs, he said in a
press statement.

During the first five
months of the fiscal year
2024-25, Pakistan Railways
recorded an all-time high rev-
enue of Rs37.5 billion. This
marks a 15% increase com-

pared to Rs32.9 billion earned
during the same period last
year.

The CEO further high-
lighted that Pakistan Railways
also set revenue records in the
previous fiscal year, which, he
expressed confidence, will be
surpassed this year as well.

Additionally, despite an
increase in the number of
trains during the initial five
months of FY 2024-25, fuel
expenses were reduced by
13.57%, a significant achieve-
ment,

Aamir Ali Baloch reaf-
firmed the commitment to
achieving the government's
target of Rs109 billion, em-
phasizing continued dedica-
tion and efficiency within
Pakistan Railways.m

Zong 4G joins hands with the SRCC to foster
cultural exchange

Islamabad: Zong 4G, Pak-
istan's leading digital and
telecommunications  services
provider, proudly announced
its role as the exclusive partner
for the Silk Road Culture Cen-
ter (SRCC) launch. This part-
nership emphasizes Zong's
steadfast commitment to foster-
ing cultural exchange and inno-
vation across the region.

The inauguration of the
SRCC was graced by ambassa-
dors and diplomats from Silk
Road nations, with the Em-
bassy of the People’s Republic
of China among the key atten-

dees. The event celebrated the
historical legacy of the Silk

Road as a symbol of trade, in-
novation, and cultural collabo-
ration, emphasizing  its

relevance in today’s intercon-
nected world.

The Executive Director of
Strategy for Zong, Mr. Naveed
Akhrar, attended the event as

its Chief Guest. He high-
lighted the shared heritage of
Pakistan and Silk Road coun-
tries at the event, saying, “The
Silk Road symbolizes connec-
tion, exchange, and under-
standing, showcasing how
cultures unite to create some-
thing greater. This center
bridges traditions, celebrates
shared values, and strengthens
ties. Zong proudly supports
this  initiative,  believing
progress comes from innova-
tion and cultural integration,
fostering a brighter future for
all."m
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Potential TikTok

bidder seeks a

CEO, prepares
business overhaul

New Yorlk: US billionaire
businessman Frank McCourt
is crafting a fundamental over-
haul of TikTok's business
model as part of a plan to bid
for the Chinese-owned short-
form video app, he told
Reuters.

McCourt, who formerly
owned the Los Angeles
Dodgers baseball team, said he
has received verbal funding
commitments totaling $20 bil-
lion from a consortium of in-
vestors to rescue the app from
legal purgatory as it awaits a
Supreme Court decision to de-
termine if it will be forced to
sell its US operations.m

YouTube to start
cracking down on
videos with mislead-
ing titles

Washington: YouTube has
issued an official statement that
may serve as a cautionary note
for certain creators in India
who employ clickbait titles or
thumbnails to enhance the ap-
peal of their video content.

In a recent blog post,
Google announced that videos
featuring clickbait titles or
thumbnails, especially those on
breaking news or current
events, will be subject to re-
moval.

The technology company
highlighted that numerous cre-
ators resort to sensational and
misleading titles, often incorpo-
rating phrases such as “Break-
ing News" or “The President
Steps Down,” which can lead
to confusion and ultimately re-
sult in misleading content.s

Facebook-parent
Meta settles with
Australia's privacy
watchdog

New York: Meta Platforms
has agreed to a A$50 million
settlement ($31.85 million),
Australia's privacy waichdog
said on Tuesday, closing long-
drawn, expensive legal pro-
ceedings for the Facebook
parent over the Cambridge An-
alytica scandal.

The Office of the Aus-
tralian Information Commis-
sioner had alleged that
personal mformation of some
users was being disclosed to
Facebook's personality quiz
app, This is Your Digital Life,
as part of the broader scandal.
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Ufone 4G partners with Jubilee Insurance to launch gen-
eral insurance service for its customers

Islamabad: Ufone 4G, a
leading Pakistani telecommu-
nications service provider,
and Jubilee Insurance, a
renowned insurance com-
pany, have announced their
partnership to introduce the
JGI Insurance Products for
Ufone 4G customers. The
signing ceremony was held at
the PTCL Group HQ in [s-
lamabad.

Under this collaboration,
JGI will offer Ufone 4G cus-
tomers two comprehensive
insurance plans. The 'Per-
sonal Accident Insurance'
provides coverage for acci-
dental death and permanent
disabilities, with lumpsum
benefit plans up to PKR

2,000,000. Similarly, the 'Bill
Protector Insurance” covers

death or permanent total dis-
ability, including utility bills,

T

" dubilee Jubilee

bills in cases of accidental

housing fees, mobile phone

bills, and petrol/diesel ex-
penses, with payouts ranging
from PKR 20,000 per month
for up to 3 months to PKR
70,000 per month, depending
on the coverage duration,
which can extend up to 12
months.

Sved Atif Raza, Group
Chief Commercial Officer at
PTCL & Ufone 4G expressed
his excitement about the part-
nership with Jubilee Insur-
ance, emphasizing their
commitment to providing in-
novative and valuable serv-
ices to enhance customers'
standards of living,

Azfar Arshad, Chief Op-
erating Officer at Jubilee In-
surance highlighted the

collaboration's goal of em-
powering customers with fi-
nancial security through
accessible and affordable in-
surance products tailored to
Ufone customers' needs,

The insurance products
are accessible on various plat-
forms, including desktop,
tablet, Android, and iOS for
both prepaid and postpaid
customers, Pricing, inclusive
of taxes, starts at Rs 1/day
for bill protector plans and Rs
2/day for personal accident
plans. This initiative rein-
forces Ufone 4G's dedication
to delivering reliable and se-
cure services that prioritize
customers' financial secu-

rity.m

Inovi Telecom

Karachi: Inovi Telecom
was honoured to receive the

receives Tum Se Hai Pakistan

Awards 2024

Executive Offier (CEQ) of
Inovi Telecom, was presented

celebrated this achievement,
expressing pride in their Chief

"Business Economic Sum-
mit;- Tum Se Hai Pakistan
Awards 2024" at the Art
Council in Karachi. Muham-
mad Zeeshan Mianoor, Chief

SECP advices
public against
Rampers

Islamabad: The Securities
and Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP) advices pub-
lic against another illegal in-
vestment  scheme  being
operated by an unincorpo-
rated entity named Rampers.

The scheme's sponsors,
Anees Bukhari and Shabbir
Ahmed, are misleading the
public by portraying Rampers
as a large and diversified con-
glomerate. The group claims to
offer products and services in
various sectors, including food,
garments, cosmetics, water
plant services, real estate, baby
diapers, and tea brands.

Through aggressive mar-
keting tactics, the sponsors are
enticing the public to invest in
their deposit schemes requir-
ing contributions ranging
from Rs100,000 to Es10m or

morc =

with the prestigious award in
recognition of his outstanding
performance and contribu-
tions to the business sector.
The team at Inovi Telecom

Executive Officer (CEQ)
Muhammad Zeeshan Mi-
anoor as a true leader who in-
spires them with his vision
and dedication.m

Infinix presents an incredible
value budget tablet XPAD

Lahore: Infinix has
launched its latest tablet, the In-
finix XPAD, which offers ad-
vanced features, cutting-edge
technology, and affordability.
The XPAD is designed for per-
sonal and shared use, catering
to a diverse range of users, in-
cluding professionals, students,
and tech enthusiasts.

The XPAD is available in
two versions: 1. 4GB RAM +
128GB storage priced at PKR

| 49,999 and 2. 8GB RAM +

256GB storage priced at PKR
59,999

It features an 11-inch Full
HD+ display that delivers im-
pressive visuals with excellent
brightness and sharpness for an
immersive viewing experience,
Powered by the MediaTek
Helio G99 processor, the

DMT and Jazz team up to redefine
the global competitive landscape

Islamabad: Datamatics
Technologies (DMT) is ex-
cited to announce a partner-
ship with Jazz, Pakistan's

East, Europe, North America,
West Africa, and Southeast
Asia. It also highlights our
mutual goal of establishing a

in data management, gover-
nance, advanced analytics, Al,
software development, and cy-
bersecurity to support various

leading digital provider with
over 71 million subscribers, as
their preferred partner in their
journey towards becoming a
cutting-edge tech company.
This collaboration repre-
sents a significant milestone in
DMT’s expansion, reaching
from Pakistan to the Middle

collaborative platform that
capitalizes on and enhances
each partner’s strengths.

At DMT, we offer top-tier
advisory services in data archi-
tecture, strategy, security, com-
pliance, and digital
transformation, as well as ex-
ceptional professional services

industries. By combining our
industry expertise, specialized
delivery capabilities, and mar-
ket insights, DMT and Jazz
are well-positioned to deliver
exceptional value, promoting
innovation and collaboration
to redefine the global compet-
itive landscape.n
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XPAD ensures smooth per-
formance for various tasks. The
tablet is equipped with a
7000mAh battery that provides
long-lasting performance, ideal
for work, entertainment, and
gaming without the need for
frequent charging.=

Business com-
munity hail 200
basis point cut in
SBP policy rate

Islamabad: Businessmen,
industrialists, traders and cham-
bers of commerce heads wel-
comed 200 basis points
reduction in monetary policy
rate by SBP. Hailing the deci-
sion, they termed it as a timely
and positive step toward boost-
ing economic growth, support-
ing trade and revitalizing
Pakistan’s industrial sector, said
a news release,

Expressing their gratitude to
the SBP, the Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC),
and the government, he ac-
knowledged their collective ef-
forts in controlling inflation,
stabilizing foreign exchange re-
serves, and improving the over-
all business climate. They
emphasized that this monetary
easing would provide much-
needed relief to businesses and
industries struggling with high
borrowing costs.s
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vivo V40e 5G

Display 6.77" Display 6.78"
Front 50MP Front Camera:50MP
Camera Rear Camera 50+8MP Rear Camera:50+50MP
Battery 5500mAh Battery 5500mAh
RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
Memory 8GB+256GB Memory 1268+25668
Charging 80W FlashCharge Charging 80W Flash Charge
vivo Y28 vivo Y19s
Display 6.68" §65°
C Front Camera:BMP Front Camera:5MP
A Rear Camera:50+2MP Rear Camera:50+0.08MP
Battery 6000mAh 5500mAh
RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
Memory 6GB+128GB 4GB+128GB
8GB+128GB 6GB+128GB
- 44W Flash Charge 15W Fast Charge
vivo Y18 vivo Y100
Display 6.56" Display 6.67"
Front Camera:8MP Front Camera:8MP
SCUEN  Rear Camera:50.+0.08MP Rear Camera:50+2MP
Battery 5000mAh Battery 5000mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB+128GB Memory BAM o
6GB+128GB - inatintite
= -
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Smart Torch ight

MEMORLE

MERCRILE

A 1 10x80 pix Uual'rty%
2 -4 LCD Big Display

CPU:Octa-Core
Chipset:Media Tek
MIETES Hello G 35

Front Camera SMP Rare
Camera 50MP+2MP

—

[E70510| RAMBROM 4GB + 64GB

10W

S

HELL  TECH

Available Now ] ;&% ,299;-

[ B & B T <L

a8 Diwrenl Ceamera IO piaM Perweaifil Aritey Cenll
Display Sirry Bexttery Tarch Light Recovding

FPole Communisation Technology [E] hellomobiles.pk

B wwwhellomobile.pk

Oppo A60
Rs. 54,999

Chipset: Qualcomm SmB225

Snapdragon 680 4G (8 nm)

' . CPU: Octa-core (4x2.4 GHz
Krya 265 Gold & 4x1 8 GHz Kryo 265 Silver)

B.56 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: B MP, Main: Dual Camera
50 MP, /1.8, (wide],
PDAF + 2 MP. 1/2.4, (depth)

NE— 5000 mAh
Bﬂttery {Li<Po nen removable)

1[111507| RAM&ROM  8GB + 256GB

45W Fast Charging

Crystal

i
i
5

|
|
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kikk

-

ERERRA
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VILLADN
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Realme 12
Rs. 59,999

Chipset: Qualcomm Saapdragon 685
CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex
-ATE + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

"F‘;'-’-“"?%T"f 6.7 Inches, AMOLED

Spiay
Capacitive Touchscreen

ey w3

Front: 16 WP, £/2.4, 24mm [wide), MP, Main
: Dual Camera 50 MP, §/ L8, 26mm (wide)
/16T, PDAF+ 2 ME /2.4, (depth],

5000 mah
{Li-Po Non removable)

RAM BGE ROM 256 GB

NOKIA

NOKIA 105+

1.77" inch
(4.5 cm)

RAM:4 MB

Nokia C31

Enjoy the view with a dazzling
display and triple cameras

Triple-réar and selfie cameras
powered by Camera from Google

0. HDT Uiaphay

-

Comes with Android 12
=

Durable, reliable and afficient

a § @ @ / ADVANCETELECOM @ www.advan

Micro USB
(USB 1.1)

1000 mAh,
Removable®

|lecom.com.pk

Realme 7 Pro

Rs. 49,999

Chipset: Qualcomm SM7125 Snapdragan
7206 (8 nm], CPL: Octacore {3 x 2.3
GHr Krya 465 Gald « 6 x 1.8 GHr Krya 465 Silver]

6.4 Inches Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchsoraen

Frant: 32 MP, Main: Quad Camera 64 MP
,T1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/1.72", POAF 4 8 MP,
/2.3, 16mm (ultrawide], 1/4.0" + 2 MP,
ff2.4, imacra) + 2 MP, if2.4, (degth],

A500 mAh
{Li-Pa Non removable)

RAM & ROM 8GE + 128GB

g

(PKR JKCEE

VALUE

100

STAY CONNECTED
LONGER WITH SEGO

SEGOEKPRAENCE oM

NOKIA C

21
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Introducing FLEX2

i Fingerprint Unlock !'—| 86" HD- Larga Display

0k Ccta-Core Processor

™

T o450 |

Dcode Cygnal 3 Pro
Rs:26,999

~ | Chipset: Mediatek Helio G37,
CPU: 2.3 Ghz QOcta Core

6.52 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 8 MP, Main:
13MP Triple Camera

5000 mAh
(Li-ion Non removable)

RAM 4GB ROM 128GB

HPTOMAX

MAX '

' 2.Binches
SCREEN

3S00mAh «
BATTERY LY

LY
Type-C
USB PORT

Zlgaﬁf

DESIGN G

PGFIVERDXER

2.4"inches |

3500mAh |
DISPLAY

DATTERY &

. KNOCKOUT
PERFORMANCE!

»

W IR G W T BT R

Your

N E Wway to live

Introducing NEW 26

EEEREEY Rs27.500

Dcode Bold 3 Pro

Rs:42,999

Chipset: MediaTek Helio
99, CPU: 2.3Ghz Octa Core

6.7 Inches AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP,
Main: 50 MP Triple Camera

5000 mah
(Li-Pa Non removable)

RAM 8GE ROM 128GB
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Sl

Infinix
ZEMITH

XPRAD

Feel. Enjoy. Together

| rEARS
] 1 / WARRANTY,

wa [} - .
w TITAN GOLD STELLAR GREY
N’

N ©
& @& 2

L

8GBE + 256GB
rREE 59 0999

4GB + 128GB
rRRE 49 999

Era

Samsung Galaxy A24

Rs. 72,999

Chipset: Mediatek MT&781

; . Helio 693 (6nm) CPU: Octa-core
(2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-AT6 +
&x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)
Display

6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 13 MF, Main: Triple Camera
50 MP, /1.8, {wide), PDAF, OIS
+5 MP, /2.2, (ultrawide],
1/5" +2 WP, ff2.4, [macro)

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable),

VEIE] RAMGGE ROM 128GB

Slimmer than
you could imagine

ZTE Blade V60 Smart
Rs. 25,999

(Chipset: Unisoe TB0G , CPU: Deta-tore

BI101EN] 6.6 H+{1612°720), 90Hz Hole
Front: & MF, , Main: 50 MP

5000 mah

Battery

RAM 8GB(4+4) ROM 12BGE

Infinix
ZERDO40Series

wevrwinovitelecom com,plk ﬁ

EETI

Samsung Galaxy A15

Rs. 52,999

Chipset: Mediatek Hello G99
o f| (6nm), CPU: Dcta-core (2% 2.2 Ghz
Cortex-AT6 + 6 ¥ 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.5 Inches, Super
AMOLED Touchscreen

Front: 13 MP, {/2.0, (wide)
htain: Triple Camera: 50 MP,
/1.8, {wide), AF + 5 MP, {/2.2,
[ultrawide] + 2 ME, £/2.4, (macro)

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

RAM 6GB
ROM 128GB
_'EJ (vl Hin] wwwinovitelecom.com.pk %_I L
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Infinix Note 40

@

3 Redmi 14C ™
edami 14
Chipset: Mediatek Helio G99 H H
PO ate. CPU: Octa-core (2x2.2 Rounded Design Aesthetic
GHz Corten-AT6 & 6120 GHz Corten-A55] Glamour at your fingertips
&GE + 128GE
¥ 6.78 Inches, AMOLED,
Dlsplay 120Hz, 1300 nits (peak)
Front: 32 MP, , Maln: Triple U
108 MP, /1.9, (wide), 1/1.52", PDAF
2 MR, /2.4, 3rd unspecliied camera
: 5000 mah ‘
Battery (non remaovable)
|
[STulela RAM 8GB  ROM 256GB : :
Processor Charging ‘ Display Battery
Hedio GEFHUEra TBW Farst Charging 488" Dot Drop Display | S1E0mih
5 s
@ Infinix Hot 40
Xiaomi Store

Redmi Note 13 Pro

Every shot iconic

8GB+256GB | Rs.58,699

[+] 67w turbo charging

VGO TEL

e P R ol

_, 200MP OIS camera

Chipset: Mediatek MTE7E9H
Helio GB& (12nm), CPU: Octa-core
{2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-AT75
+ 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-AS5)

Processol

6.78 Inches, IP5 LCD,
90Hz, 500 nits (peak)

Dispiay

Front: 32 MP, Main: Triple Camera 50 MP,
f/16, (wide}, AF+ 2 MF ff2.4,
|miacra) + 0,08 MP, (ausitiary lens)

5000mAh
(Non removable)

Batt:

1 d i

Sl RAM BGB  ROM 256GB

Pakistan's Most Affordable
Gaming Smartphone

with Processor Helio G99
Limite Cffer

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

| ~2024




TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO PLUS

678" AMOLED 120Hz

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 108MP

16GB Ram+256GB ROM
(AGB+8GE Exftended)

33W, Super Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO

"Display T

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 108MP

16GB Ram=256GB ROM
(8GB+8GB Extended)

m*ﬁ' ikl 33W. Super Charge

battery 5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20C

[ Display” I Tey

Front Camera: 8MP
Rear Camerc: 50MP

8GB Ram+128GB ROM

Ll (4GB+4GB Extended)

18W, Fast Charge

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G

678" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: 50MP

{f PO O
OTmero

REG SOMP {CLE) Sony IMXER0

m r: Sarsar + SOMP UWe2MP

12GB Ram+512GBE ROM

‘Memorv . ﬂzGB"‘IzGB extended:’

70W, Ulira Charge

Wiidi4y 5000man 5000mAh
TECNO TECNO
678" AMOLED 144Hz Wil 678" AMOLED 120Hz
T Ers Front: 50MP Front: 50MP
Rear: i s

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

Lejclen 70W, Ultra Charge

5000maAh

; 12GB Ram+256GB ROM

Ll  (12GB+12GB exfended)

W 70W, Ultra Charge

[ Comera ™

5000mAh
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MOBILE

P e

H3aIMOodH3dns iM3an

= 4
S

Touch Screen
H & Keypad \

[TYYY

/ 2GB Ram

ﬂ 16GB
Mamory \

, el &

TYPE-C

0060 Exclusive Distributor & Manufacturer
www.youngtech.pk YDunG TECH
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Import Data Smart Phones Hmpnn.ur Wise) g m
el
FUTLIRE TECH APPLE 170 146,673 w m =
B 1565 APPLE c E
GMENT SOLUTIONS [PRIVATE] LIBMTED APPLE R o
GMEXT TECHROLOGIES [PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE 7 540 9,378,089 ;
| SAHAA TRADFRS APPLE A 45,516 1 =1
ACTION MOBILE APPLE 1111 254,084
|__MOBCARRY [PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE > m
MICADTEL TRADING APPLE
MOBO MOBILE (PYT.) LIMITED APPLE
| SAART TICHNOLOGIES APFLE 1951 aAR0,ABT 4
LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN [PRIVATE) LIMITED AFPLE 2,935 3400, 745 m =
WADAS MOBILES APPLE
MYSHA ENTERPRISES. APPLL
MAYYAR ENTERPRISES APPLE
YELLOSTOME TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE] LINITED APPLE 187 247,675
| _BASS. C RIGHT MOBILE APPLE
VWELOCITY TRADE ENTERPFRISES AFPFLE
| TRADE BATOH INTERNATIONAL APPLE
MY REHMAMNI TRADERS APPLE
GREEM ENTERPRISES APPLE
CORETECH APPLE 7az 1RA, 282
50,0 COMMUNICATION APPLE 7.008 1,931,505
ROCK MOBILE [PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE
APFLE =
APPLE 651 238,772
PICK N SAVE APPLE & @1z 1,164,028
| _EUROTEL TRADING APPLE
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS AFFLE R 310 809
| HEAWEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE
SICOOTEL TRADING APPLE 853 381,579
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS BLACKVIEW 150 34,500
| A%, TELECON (PRIVATE) LIBWITED ALLCALL
PICK N SAVE AQUOS
PREMIER CODE [PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE 5,000 266,000
| SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS FVT LTD DIGIT 4G 20 56,080
PICK N SAVE DIGNO 50 1,030
| ALPHA ENETWORK [PRIVATE] LIMITED M-HORSE 5 311
A5, TELECOM [PRIVATE] LIMITED ETEL
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES HOMNOR
L ACTION MORLE INFINIX
INOVT TELECOM (PWT.} LIMITED INFINLE 1R, 260 14,539,582
ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX
| CARLCARE $EANVICE (PYT.] LIMITED L o §T0
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX 500 59,400
MOBICELL (PRIVATE] LIMITEDR INFINIK
| TRANSSION TECNO ELLCTRONICS [PRIVATE] LIMITID INFINX 263,260 18,802,004
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 12 1,300
| EMERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LINITED ITEL 15, 500 776,492
TECNO PACK ELECTROMNICS (PRIVATE) LInaI TED ITEL 92, 500 &, 090,309
TRANSSION TECND ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL
| ¥OUNG TECH (FRIVATE) LINITED KD
AGA KHAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL COLLEGE FOUNDATION MOTOROLA
TECH SIRAT [PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA
|__FORTLINE [PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA
SICCOTEL TRADING NOKIA
UNITED NATION NOHIA
—TEEND PACK ELECTRENICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES [PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME
—ACTION MOBILE NO NAME 511 28,200 H w m
MCONIC STARS ELECTROMICS MO MARAE Q
A.5. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME o o
| AZURE TECH [PRIVATI) LIMITED NO NAME 2 a0 o (= 59
EUROTEL TRADING NO NAME T
PICK M SAVE NG MAME c‘ ig ﬁ
5.0 COMMUNICATION NO NAME nz
EMEAT TECH (FRIVATE) LIMITED: OPPO 35,000 2,394,000 g 55
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED 0 MOBILE
UNITED COMMLUMNICATION (PVT.) LIMITEDR 0 MoBILE
EXEAT TECH (PRIVATE] LINATED REALME 105,800 7,501 600
__SUNTON MOBILE TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME 218 74,400
LOGISTICS PROPEL REALME E:] 2,480
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG 12 12,000
GROLN ENTORFRISES SAMSUNG
ROHDE & SCHWARZ PAKISTAN [PVT.) LIMITED SAMSUNG
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMEUNG 230,028 23,852,180
SAHAM TRADERS SARSUNG
__EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG
YOUNG TECH [FRIVATE) LIMITED S0 MOBILE
SICCOTEL TRADING SHARP
ACTION MOBILE TECKO
AR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD TECKO 65,120 3,879,095
ADVANCE TELECOM [FVT.) LIMITED TECNO m 3%
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 128,315 11,390,215
5 TLEND N [=2)
SICCOTEL TRADING TECNO 500 39,560 - I_l
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.] LIMITED TECRO 1 185 k
WOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED vivo 186,641 21,854,047 c -F'
FRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL 20,000 1,033,332 :&
VILLAGH (]
MOV TELECONM [PYT.) LIMITED WILLAGHN
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS HIADMI
1. XIACrRAN L] AOT.563
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE] LIMITED HIACMI
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE] LIMITED Xlaomi
| STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES [FRIVATE] LIMITED XIALRM £ 1,350
OFTIMUS. HLACNI i1 2,850
~ SELECT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIPAITED SIADMI 81,400 5,737,929
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PYT.) LIMITED X MOBILE 10,150 513,928
 DEPLOY [PVT.) LIMITED ¥ MOBILE 4,080 157 552
| PREMIER CODE [PRIVATE] LIMITED FEEKER
VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED FTE E,200 595,994
ATURE TECH {PRIVATE] LIMITED ZTE 25888 1,182,573 u
APFPLE 29,024 18,334,789 :*;
ALLCALL
ACUOS Q ¥
BLACKVIEW 350 28,500 03,
D CODE 6,000 266,000 - g m
DG 4G 2,000 98,980 EsE
DIGND 50 1,030 E g m
M-HORSE [ 311 z 8 §
-m SEITY)
HONOR 375 i
—INFIN aa5,073 33,401,656 29z
TEL 108,012 5,277,101 5Eq a =
EXD m
MOTOROLA g 8 % E -
MNOK LA =
WO NAME 513 8,370 3 g ﬁ §
oPpo 36,000 484,000 =
0 MOBILE g E
REALMIE 105,026 7,578,480 z
SHARP L)
SAMSUNG 230,037 23,864,130 £
5D MOBILE
TECND 188,935 15,310,555
viva 186,641 21,354,087
VILLADN
WGEOTEL 30,000 1,033,332
& MOBILE 14,190 571,481 TR & rondREs ap
MIADMI B1.964 5,849,831
__ ZEEKER )

ETE 32,088 FEE,567
il 1,497,859 187,204,709

=
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on

Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolecommunication Lid.

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Xiaomi Store
Authorized Reselar
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REDMINOTE 13
8GB +256GB LT o

Every Shot Iconic

® 33W Fast Charging With 5000mAh Battery

. 120Hz AMOLED Display
® 108MP Triple Camera




VIVO

V40 Series
Co-engineered with ﬁ

ZEISS Portrait So Pro

riginesred with ZERS,
canf
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