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Note

Trump hints

strong tie
with China

following
restore liklTok

American President Donald Trump sent a positive message to
China by restoring the use of TikTok in the USA in his first speech
after taking the oath of office on Monday. Although the new President
expressed serious concern over the Chinese presence in the Panama
Canal, his immediate restoration of TikTok smacks his intention to
provide free speech and expression to the Americans in line with the
US constitutional dictates. The undercurrent of his decision gives a
feeling about his intent to deal with the world powers peacefully albeit
in a businessman-like way.

Donald Trump has been inaugurated for a second term as the 47th
president of the United States in Washington, DC. The United States
held presidential elections on November 3, 2024. TikTok resumed its
US service after Trump expressed the need to save it, leading users to
welcome back and thank President-elect Donald Trumyp on the TikTok
app on a smartphone in the US as TikTok fans did not have to mourn
long in the US as the app was restored after 14-hour of the ban put by
the outgoing Biden administration in the US.

The video-sharing app ceased operations in the US late on Jan
18 as a deadline approached for its Chinese owner ByteDance to sell
its US subsidiary to non-Chinese buyers. The app and website were
operational, but TikTok was still not available for download in the Apple
and Google app stores, suggesting the two companies were waiting for
clearer legal assurances. On Jan 19, as many disappointed users were
unable to access the app, Trump pledged to issue an executive order to
delay the ban and allow time for negotiations.

He also proposed that the US should have a stake in TikTok.
The President suggested that the United States should have a 50 %
ownership share in a joint venture stating that the app’s value could
potentially reach hundreds of billions or even trillions of dollars.
Trump, who had previously supported a TikTok ban and took steps
towards it during his first term, emphasised the importance of saving
TikTok and ensuring it is in responsible hands. Following Trump’s
remarks, TikTok announced that it was in the process of restoring
its service. The company expressed gratitude to President Trump for
providing clarity and assurance to service providers, ensuring that over
170 million Americans could continue using TikTok without facing
penalties.

Beijing called on Washington to heed rational voices regarding the
ban. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning emphasised
China’s commitment to data privacy and security, stating that the
country does not condone the collection or sharing of foreign data in
violation of local laws.

Although TikTok was back online in the US by the afterncon of
Jan 19, the company did not directly address Trump’s proposal for
American ownership. Analyst Dan Ives from Wedbush Securities
described the situation as a significant victory for TikTok and a political
success for Trump. He characterised the events as a high-stakes political
maneuver between the US and China with Trump ultimately coming
to TikTok's rescue.
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l.etters to the

EDITOR

The impact of social media

My letter expresses my views on social media’s impact today.
Social media has become an essential part of our daily lives
influencing our communication, information sharing, and
view of the world. While social media yields many benefits,
at the same time, it also poses challenges that should not be
ignored.

On the positive side, social media has made it easier to stay
connected with friends and family members, even across
great distances. It is also a platform for people to share
ideas, raise awareness about important issues, and even start
movements for change. Social media is also a great help to
grow businesses by reaching a larger audience and promoting
products with ease.

However, there are negative effects as well. Social media
can lead to addiction, with people spending excessive time
online and neglecting real-life relationships. It also facilitates
the rapid spread of false information, which can be harmful
to an individual as well as society. Additionally, constant
comparisons to others on social media can lower self-esteem
and can lead to mental health issues such as anxiety and
depression.

So we conclude that social media has both positive and
negative effects on society. Hence, it is important for
individuals to use it wisely and for platforms to take
responsibility for preventing misuse. By raising awareness
about these issues, we can help people use social media in a
more balanced and responsible way.

Aneesa Rubab, Rawalpindi

PIA privatisation is a joke

The recent announcement that all PIA debts have been
transferred to the public to facilitate its privatisation
epitomises the flawed logic of Pakistan’s privatisation
schemes.

Initially, it was reported that PIA’s losses were due to an
excessive workforce. The logical solution would have been
to streamline operations and make the company profitable.
Instead, the government decided to privatise PIA, along
with its debts. After spending billions of rupees to attract
investors, only one offer of Rs. 10 million was received
against the reserved price of over Rs85 billion, which is also
a fraction of the airline’s actual worth.

With all debts now cleared, a private firm will likely reduce
the workforce to make PIA profitable, a move the government
could have undertaken itself to avoid this mess. The whole
purpose of establishing PIA as an independent company
(corporation) was to empower its directors to make swift
decisions. However, the directors have been mere puppets,
with the government still pulling their strings.

What for these ‘independent’ directors if taxpayers continue
to bear the costs while they enjoy perks? The privatisation
process has become a farce, exposing poor governance and
mismanagement at every level.

Shahryar Khan Baseer, Islamabad

Child labour remains a grave issue

Child labour remaimns a grave issue m Pakistan. According
to the first National Child Labour Survey conducted in
1996, approximately 3.3 million children are trapped in

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

this cycle of exploitation. These children work in domestic
labour, brick kilns, carpet weaving, agriculture, and begging,
depriving them of education, health, and a safe childhood.
This exploitation perpetuates poverty and illiteracy, hindering
socio-economic growth.

Many of these children face severe physical and sexual
abuse at workplaces, leading to long-term psychological and
emotional scars. Physical abuse takes a toll on their developing
bodies, while sexual exploitation leaves them traumatised
and silenced by threats and shame. These experiences result
in anxiety, depression, and low self-esteem, stripping them of
their dignity.

Addressing this erisis requires immediate action. The
government must strictly enforce existing child labour laws
with harsher penalties for wviolations. Public awareness
campaigns can educate communities on the importance of
education and the consequences of child labour. NGOs and
international organisations should collaborate to provide free
education and vocational training, offering children a path
out of poverty. Additionally, counselling and rehabilitation
programmes are essential for reintegrating survivors into

society with confidence and dignity.

Zunaira Zafar, Islamabad

'Tax shortfalls hurt economy

The federal government’s inability to expand the tax net and
curb tax evasion has led to a tax shortfall that has widened to
around Rs 400 billion by the end of December.

Reports suggest this shortfall increased by another Rs 50—
60 billion in December alone, following the Federal Board
of Revenue’s (FBR) failure to meet its target for the July—
November period. The FBR fell short by Rs 341 billion,
despite imposing record taxes exceeding Rs 1.5 trillion in
the budget.

This alarming decline highlights the growing financial strain
on Pakistan’s economy. There 1s an urgent need for collective
responsibility to broaden the tax net and expedite measures
against tax evasion, which continues to drain significant
revenue.

Usama Ghulam Rasool, Karachi

Jubilee Town filled with garbage
heaps

Pumjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz has instructed
all relevant departments to ensure a clean Punjab with no
broken roads or littered streets. However, it is disappointing
to see many areas in Lahore, such as Jubilee Town, dotted
with garbage heaps and broken roads, which goes against the
directives of CM Maryam Nawaz. Other issues in the area
include madequate streetlights, stray dogs, poor security
systems, and more.

I'tried to register a complaint on the CM complaint portal, but
when I clicked on the complaint link, a page for the Nageban
Ramazan Package appeared on the website instead. I wanted
to apprise the CM about what the actual situation was, but
I failed to get my complaint registered online. Thus, it is
needed that this important issue is addressed promptly as the
IT team has not effectively upgraded the feedback system.

Mazharul Haq, Lahore

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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t is concerning and irrational that the govern-

ment raises instantly the prices of electricity,

gas, and water, and imposes taxes, while the

process to reduce prices for the public is lengthy
and complex. In a recent development, Federal Min-
ister Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari said that there
were several factors involved in the reduction of
power prices process, as discussed during a briefing
with the NA Committee on Power. He stated that
savings of Rsl.1 trillion have been achieved by revis-
ing Power Purchase Agreements with IPPs. He also
mentioned the possibility of reducing power tariffs
by Rs10 to Rs12 per unit.

Poverty in Pakistan went up seven percent in
2024, reaching a total of 23.3%, according to the
World Bank's report titled “Poverty Projections for
Pakistan”™. This rise has pushed an estimated 13 mil-
lion more people below the poverty line, painting a
grim picture of the nation’s economic trajectory.

The Public asked the question if the government's
claims on inflation reduction are correct, why aren’t
the prices of goods coming down? Well, a simple an-
swer i that it is the inflation being tapered down and
not the price points, meaning the escalation in prices
remains, albeit at a slowing rate. The trouble is that
with the Pakistani public now exposed to hyperinfla-
tion for such a long duration and to a double wham-
my of its wealth erosion owing to some mindless
PKR devaluations, this diminishing rate of national
inflation is simply not good enough for them.

Leghari highlighted that there
are several factors involved in
the reduction of power prices
process, as discussed during a
briefing with the NA Committee
on Power. He stated that sav-
ings of RsLI trillion have been
achieved by revising Power Pur-
chase Agreements with [PPs

Now, people hope that the government will re-
duce the prices of utility bills, daily commodities,
and taxes. One hopes that a good way to start 20235
would be for the central and provincial governments
to resolve to reduce their weight and size to give
space to the private sector to overcome the ongo-
ing inflation issues through sustainable resolutions
of supply chain bottlenecks by investing in the key
output areas that have been neglected for almost the
last three decades. This aims to achieve disinflation
before the end of 2025!

The committee meeting, chaired by Muhammad
Idrees, addressed various issues related to the ener-
gy sector. Regarding the proposal from K-Electric
to increase electricity rates by Rs10.5 per unit, the
government rejected it emphasising the protection of
public interests and preventing unnecessary financial
burdens on consumers. Minister Leghari expressed
dissatisfaction with KE's profit expectations and
ongoing tanff requests, which are currently under
review by the regulator. Discussions with the IMF
regarding captive power plants are progressing,
with hopes of concluding by the end of the month.
Minister Leghari reiterated his goal of significant-
ly reducing electricity costs, aiming to lower pow-
er tariffs by Rs30 per unit. The government is also
reviewing operations of bagasse-based power plants
and plans to reassess PPAs of additional IPPs.

During the committee meeting, concerns were
raised about hefty capacity payments and fixed
charges imposed on electricity consumers, amount-
ing to Rs two trillion annually. Committee member
Malik Anwar Taj suggested providing free electrici-
ty to the public if capacity payments must be made,

Minister Leghari shared challenges faced in
curbing electricity theft in high-loss areas, citing re-
sistancefrom local administrations. Despite efforts
to address illegal connections, the company incurred
additional losses due to a lack of cooperation.
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No relief on power
taritfs despite saving
of Rs 1.] trillion from
revised contracts
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The Public asked the question if the government’s
claims oninflationreduction are correct, why aren’t the
prices of goods coming down? Well, a simple answer is
that it is the inflation being tapered down and not the
price points, meaning the escalation in prices remains,

albeit at a slowing rate

Lawmakers also criticised the impact of load
shedding on development projects, with some
schemes stalled for over two years.

While acknowledging regional disparities, Min-
ister Awais Khan Leghari denied discrimination
against Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and empha-
sised the need for improved performance in curbing
electricity theft. He mentioned the replacement of
boards of power distribution companies as part of
ongoing reforms, resulting in significant savings.
The importance of in-camera discussions on sen-
sitive matters, particularly about the changes in the
SEPCO and HESCO, was highlighted by Minister
Leghari. However, the proposal for an in-camera
session was dismissed by the committee chairman
as he wanted the proper procedures to be followed.
In subsequent interactions with the media, Minister
Leghari said in details about progress in renegotia-
tions with TPPs which led to substantial savings and
reduced electricity prices. Plans to present revised
agreements with more IPPs to the federal cabinet
were also announced, aiming for additional cost re-
ductions.

During a conference on hydropower, Minister
Awais Leghari reiterated the government’s com-
mitment to energy sector reforms, emphasizing ef-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

ficiency improvements and plans to ease electricity
tariffs. He mentioned efforts to review taxes embed-
ded in electricity bills to provide relief to the public,
acknowledging challenges in the current tariff sys-
tem. Negotiations with IPPs were praised for saving
Rsl.1 trillion, with plans for a competitive electricity
market launch in March 2025. Minister Leghari also
highlighted the rising demand for solar solutions
and the government’s focus on promoting off-grid
solar solutions for enhanced power generation.

Infrastructure improvements, including re-
vamping NTDC and modernising the transmission
system, were discussed to enhance efficiency and
reliability. The Federal Minister concluded by em-
phasising the importance of tough decisions for sus-
tainable growth in the energy sector and ensuring a
sustainable energy future for Pakistan. Understand-
ing the net metering tariff, which determines the rate
at which electricity is bought or sold, is crucial for
individuals and businesses engaged in solar energy
generation. Peak and off-peak rates play a signifi-
cant role in managing electricity consumption effec-
tively, regulated by authorities like NEPRA in Paki-
stan. Staying informed about these tariffs is essential
for effective net metering strategies and sustainable
energy practices.
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pple held the top spot with a market

share of 23.2% in the final quarter of the

previous year. Samsung followed in sec-

ond place with a market share of 15.6%,
while Xiaomi from China secured the third spot with
a market share of 12.9%. Chinese companies Trans-
sion and Vivo shared the fourth position with a mar-
ket share of 8.2% each, as per preliminary data from
the International Data Corporation (IDC).

The global smartphone market saw a strong
rebound after two years of decline, with Chinese
smariphone manufacturers expanding their market
share rapidly by focusing on low-end devices and the
domestic market.

“While we are optimistic about continued
growth in 2025, the potential impact of new or in-
creased tariffs from the new US administration has
raised uncertainty across the industry,” said Nabila
Popal, senior research director for worldwide client
devices at IDC.

Apple’s global shipments declined by 4.1% to
76.9 million units in the fourth quarter, while Sam-
sung’s shipments dropped by 2.7 % to 51.7 million
units, as competition from Chinese companies like
Xiaomi, Oppo, and Honor intensified, according to
IDC. In 2024, Apple led the global smartphone mar-
ket with an 18.7 % share, followed by Samsung at 18
% and Xiaomi from China at 13.6%.

Xiaomi was not the only Chinese company to
excel in 2024. Chinese smartphone manufacturers
collectively accounted for 56% of global shipments
in the fourth guarter, a record high for the industry.
Brands such as Vivo, Oppo, Huawei, and Transsion
also experienced significant growth, particularly
with their budget and mid-range models.

For example, Vivo tied with Transsion for the
fourth spot in Q4 2024, shipping 27.1 million devic-
es, marking a 12.7% year-over-year increase. Despite
focusing mainly on high-end devices, Huawei per-
formed well, especially in its home market of Chi-
na. These brands are making significant progress in
international markets by offering affordable alterna-
tives to Apple and Samsung.

Omne of the reasons for the decline in shipments
for Apple and Samsung is their emphasis on pre-
minm devices. While these high-end models offer
better profit margins, they are less appealing in mar-
kets where affordability is key. In contrast, Chinese
brands are attracting consumers with devices that
offer good performance at lower price points.

Economic challenges such as inflation and weak
demand in certain regions have also made it chal-
lenging for Apple and Samsung to maintain their
dominance. Aggressive competition from Chinese
brands has eroded their market share, prompting
them to reconsider their strategies.

As we enter 2025, the smartphone market is ex-
pected to continue growing, albeit at a slower pace.
Xiaomi and other Chinese brands are well-posi-
tioned to capitalize on this growth by expanding into
new regions and continuing to focus on budget and
mid-range devices. Meanwhile, Apple and Samsung
may need to find new ways to appeal to a broader
range of customers to prevent further market share
loss.

However, among the top five smartphone brands
last year, Apple’s shipments decreased by 0.9% and
Samsung's by 1.4 %, while Xiaomi showed the fast-
est growth with a 15.4 % increase in shipments.

Chinese mobile manufacturers shipped 56 % of
global smartphones in the fourth quarter, marking
the highest combined volume ever in a quarter, as
they expanded their presence in Europe and Africa,
with their low-end and mid-range devices.

“Despite growth in several regions, there has
been a reduced demand for foldables in the market,
despite intensified promotions and marketing,” said
Anthony Scarsella, research director for client devic-
esat IDC.

Smartphone manufacturers are reallocating re-
search and design spending away from foldable
smartphones as consumer interest remains stagnant,
according to Scarsella.

The smartphone market has displayed signs of
recovery, particularly in the fourth quarter of 2023,
and this momentum has carried over into 2024.
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Chinese smartphones
clinch 56% global

market against Apple,
Samsung

2024. Chinese smartphone manufacturers collectively
accounted for 56% of global shipments in the fourth
quarter, a record high for the industry. Brands such as
Vivo, Oppo, Huawei, and Transsion also experienced
significant growth, particularly with their budget and

mid-range models

Tarun Pathak, Research Director at Counterpoint
Research, noted that the market is normalising as
MAacroeconomic pressures ease. This recovery has
been widespread, with nearly all regions reporting
growth. Europe, China, and Latin America have
been standout markets, driving the overall increase
in shipments.

The global smartphone market
saw a strong rebound after two
years of decline, with Chinese
smartphone manufacturers
expanding their market share
rapidly by focusing on low-end
devices and the domestic
market

The report emphasises that Samsung has secured
a significant 19 % market share, largely due to strong
demand for its Galaxy S24 series and A-series smart-
phones. These models have been well-received in
‘Western Europe and the United States, where con-
sumers are eager for the latest technology. Mean-
while, Apple holds an 18 % market share, with its
iPhone 16 series receiving mixed reviews. The com-
pany has seen growth in non-core markets, including
Latin America and Africa, despite some availability

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

challenges at launch.

Xiaomi, with a 14 % market share, has emerged
as the fastest-growing brand among the top five orig-
inal equipment manufacturers (OEMs). This growth
signals a shift in consumer preferences and under-
scores the competitive nature of the smartphone
market. Brands like Vivo and Oppo, each holding an
8% market share, are also competing for consumer
attention, making the market more dynamic.

Looking ahead, the smartphone market is ex-
pected to undergo forther transformations. While
smartphone volumes may not reach pre-COVID
peak levels, revenue growth is projected to outpace
volume growth in the coming years. By 2023, rev-
enues are expected to grow by 8% year-over-year,
while volume growth is anticipated at 4%.

The introduction of generative Al (GenAl) tech-
nology in premium smartphones is poised to reshape
the market landscape. By 2028, it is estimated that
nine out of ten smartphones priced above $250 will
be GenAl-capable. This shift towards Al integration
is likely to drive consumer mterest and influence pur-

Despite competitive pressures from brands like
Huawei, Honor, and Motorola, the top five brands—
Samsung, Apple, Xiaomi, Vivo, and Oppo—are ex-
pected to maintain their positions. However, they
may face challenges as new entrants and aggressive
competition emerge. The smartphone market is set
for continued evolution, with innovation and con-
sumer preferences playing crucial roles in shaping its
future.
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Business News Magazine

n order to address the severe economic crisis
in the country and reduce dependence on the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and other
lenders, despite receiving significant assistance
critical. Pakistan has a potential solution within
reach —a valuable resource located in the gold mines
of Balochistan, specifically the Reko Diq mine. The
government has authorised the sale of a 15% stake
in this mine to Saudi Arabia, which will, hopefully,
provide essential support to the ailing economy:.

The Federal Cabinet has approved the sale of
15% of Pakistan’s Reko Diq copper and gold mine
shares as part of a significant business deal.

The recent decision to sell a 15% stake in the
Reko Diq project to Saudi Arabia is a significant de-
velopment for Pakistan's mining sector and its over-
all economy. This strategic partmership, valued at
$540 million, is expected to bring long-term benefits
and create a mutually beneficial situation for both
countries.

Saudi Arabia will acquire the stake in two phases,
with an initial 10% for $330 million and the remain-
ing 5% for $210 million. This foreign investment in-
fusion is a much-needed boost for Pakistan’s econ-
omy, which is working to attract global confidence.
The immediate financial impact, especially the antic-
ipated $330 million in the first phase, will bolster the
country’s economic position and facilitate the rapid
development of this crucial resource.

The Reko Diq project is not an ordinary ven-
ture. It holds one of the world’s largest undeveloped
copper-gold reserves, with an estimated 5.9 billion
tonnes of ore and 41.5 million ounces of gold. Its
development has the potential to revolutionise Palki-
stan’s mining industry and bring significant econom-
ic benefits. With Saudi Arabia’s participation, the
project gains international recognition, showcasing
Pakistan’s potential as a key player in global mining.

In addition to financial comtributions, Saudi
Arabia has pledged $150 million to support mineral
resource development in Balochistan. This invest-
ment is vital for the region, which has long faced
economic challenges. Furthermore, Saudi Arabia’s
interest in exploring mineral opportunities in Chagai
demonstrates its confidence in Pakistan’s untapped
potential. The partnership also promises substantial
local benefits. The Reko Diq project is expected to
create job opportunities, enhance infrastructure, and
generate steady revenue streams for both federal and
provincial governments. Balochistan, in particular,
will be greatly benefitted as the project’s success will
ensure the region’s active participation in Pakistan's
eCOnomic progress.

For Saudi Arabia, this investment aligns with its
goal of diversifying its economy and strengthening
global partnerships. By entering Pakistan’s mining
sector, Saudi Arabia solidifies its role as a strategic
pariner, fostering collaboration beyond traditional

Additionally, Saudi Arabia’s Fund for Develop-
ment will contribute $150 million for mineral devel-
opment in Balochistan. Earlier in September, Saudi
Arabia proposed a 15% investment in the Reko Dig
project. According to Radio Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
also offered grants for road infrastructure develop-
ment around the site.

The Special Investment Facilitaton Council
(SIFC) approved the investment structure, leaving
the final decision to the Cabinet Committee on In-
tergovernmental Transactions. The SIFC was estab-
lished in June 2023 to help revive Pakistan’s strug-
gling economy.
confidence in Pakistan’s mining sector and under-
scores the potential of public-private partnerships.
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15% Reko Diq stake
sold to Saudi Arabia to

bolster Pak economy

Saudi Arabia will acquire the stake in two phases, with
an initial 10% for $330 million and the remaining 5%
for $210 million. This foreign investment infusion is a
much-needed boost for Pakistan’s economy, struggling
to attract global confidence

Barrick Gold's 50% stake and the remaining shares
held by federal and provincial governments ensure
that the benefits are distributed equitably. The part-
nership with Saudi Arabia in the Reko Diq project is
more than a mere transaction. It signifies Pakistan's
ability to atiract global investors and unlock its eco-
nomic potential. This collaboration is a step towards
a brighter, more sustainable future for Pakistan and a
clear indication that the country is prepared to com-
pete on the global stage.

In October, Saudi Arabia confirmed a $1 billion
investment in Reko Dig, reducing Pakistan’s owner-
ship to less than 50%. This investment is part of a
promised $5 billion investment package for Pakistan.

The Reko Diq project is not an
ordinary venture. It holds one of
the world’s largest undeveloped

copper-gold reserves, with an

estimated 5.9 billion tonnes of
ore and 41.5 million ounces of
gold. Its development has the
potential to revolutionise Paki-
stan’s mining industry and bring
significant economic benefits

‘While it may not address the logistical challenges in
Reko Diq, such as transportation and power, it rep-
resents a significant step forward for the project.

Saudi Arabia’s Minister for Investment, Sheikh
Khalid Bin Abdul Aziz Al Faleh, had announced
that the Gulf State’s Manara Minerals will invest $1
billion in the Reko Diq Mining project in Baloch-
istan. This investment comes at a critical time for
the project, which aims to commence production by
2028 and is currently facing logistical hurdles.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

The federal government is touting this an-
nouncement as a major success, as Manar Minerals
Investment Company, a partnership between the
government’s state-owned Saudi Mining Company
(Ma’aden) and the country’s sovereign wealth fund,
is essentially a direct investment by the Saudi Gov-
ernment.

Currently, the Reko Dig Project is 50% owned
and operated by Canadian mining company Barrick
Gold, with the remaining 50% divided between Pa-
kistan’s federal government and the province of Ba-
lochistan.

As the project progresses, it will face challenges,
including logistical issues related to its remote loca-
tion and access to shipping. Earlier, the Weir Group,
a leading global mining technology company, se-
cured a significant contract worth millions to supply
mining equipment for the Reko Dig copper-gold
project in Pakistan.

The Scottish multinational engineering company
will provide fine grinding, separation, and tailings
solutions for the project’s first phasein Balochistan.

The Reko Dig project, located in the Chagai
District of Balochistan, is a major mining initiative
and a key part of Barrick Gold’s copper portfolio. It
is one of the largest undeveloped copper-gold proj-
ects globally, with ownership divided among several
stakeholders including Barrick, federal state-owned
enterprises, and the Province of Balochistan. Weir
CEO Jon Stanton expressed enthusiasm about the
contract, highlighting the industry’s confidence in
Weir's sustainable solutions. Barrick President and
CEO Mark Bristow also welcomed the partnership,
emphasising the project’s potential to enhance the
copper and gold portfolio and benefit stakeholders in
Pakistan and Balochistan.

In a related development, Chinoy Engineernng
& Construction (Pvt) Limited (CECL), an associ-
ated company of International Industries Limited
(INIL), secured a contract to construct a Permanent
Accommodation Camp at Reko Diq, Balochistan.
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Business Neaws Magazine

he Pakistan Telecommunication Authority

(PTA) has achieved a significant milestone

in enhancing international connectivity by

supporting the development of the 2Africa
Submarine Cable System in Pakistan. Through a part-
nership with Transworld Associate (TWA), the local
landing partner, this initiative is poised to transform
the telecommunication infrastructure of the country.
The 2 Africa Cable, one of the largest submarine cable
systems globally, spans an impressive 45,000 kilome-
tres and connects 46 locations across Africa, Europe,
and the Middle East. With advanced Space Division
Multiplexing (SDM1) technology, it offers a remark-
able capacity of 180Tbps. This project is driven by a
consortiom of eight leading partners, including Meta
and Vodafone, highlighting its significance in enhanc-
ing global connectivity.

In Pakistan, the project’s Phase 1 began on De-
cember 1, 2024, with the Pre-Lay Shore End (FLSE)
installation at Hawksbay, Karachi. The second phase,
involving the deep-sea cable lay, is scheduled to com-
mence on April 1, 2025. The cable system is expected
to be operational in Pakistan by Q4 2025, further in-
tegrating the nation into the global digital landscape.

The completion of the 2Africa Cable will greatly
improve Pakistan's international telecommunication
connectivity. This initiative is set to support the coun-
try's expanding digital economy and bridge the con-
nectivity gap in underserved areas.

According to a recent report by global Internet
monitor ToplOVPN.com, Fakistan experienced the
highest economic losses worldwide from Internet
outages in 2024, totalling $1.62 billion. This figure
surpassed losses in conflict-affected countries like Su-
dan and Myanmar. The report, released on January
2, revealed that Pakistan faced 9,735 hours of Inter-
net disruptions, affecting 82.9 million users. These
disruptions were primarily linked to political events
such as elections and protests.

In response to recent Internet slowdowns, the
Pakistan Telecommmunications Authority (PTA) ar-
ranged temporary bandwidth to mitigate disruptions
caused by a fault in the Asia-Africa-Europe-1 (AAE-
1) submarine cable, impacting the country’s Internet
performance.

Furthermore, the government is discussing with
Elon Musk’s Starlink to introduce satellite Internet
services in Pakistan, as part of broader efforts to en-
hance connectivity nationwide. The challenges posed
by Internet disruptions continue to impact Pakistan's
IT sector, particularly its freelancers.

Pakistan’s telecommunications sector has wit-
nessed significant advancements with its involvement
in the Africa-2 Cable Project and substantial revenue
growth, reaching PKR 955 billion in 2023-24. The
sector’s contribution to the national economy has ex-
panded to PKR 335 billion, underscoring its growing
importance in the country’s digital transformation.

Cellular services now cover 91% of Pakistan's
population, with 4G services available to 81% of res-
idents. The country has seen a 29% increase in mo-
bile phone users, while household internet access has
grown by 20%. The ITU"s ICT Development Index
2024 reported a 14% improvement in Pakistan’s rank-
ing. The financial performance of the telecom sector
shows a 17% revenue increase from fiscal year 2022
to 2023, indicating sustained growth in digital ser-
vice adoption. These expansions align with broader
government initiatives to enhance digital literacy and
economic opportunities through improved connectiv-
ity. These developments represent significant strides
in Pakistan’s digital infrastructure evolution, with
implications for economic growth and technological
progress. The combination of international connec-
tivity projects, enhanced cybersecurity measures, and
expanded domestic access reflects a comprehensive
approach to digital development. Pakistan is part of
the 2Africa Pearls project, linking the Gulf countries
to India and featuring 46 landing stations across 33
couniries, making it a crucial component of global

Currently, Pakistan ranks 198th in global internet
speed, according to the World Population Review.
The country’s internet speeds lag behind those of
Palestine, Bhutan, Ghana, Iraq, Iran, Lebanon, and
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Govt takes to 2Africa
(able to upgrade
internet speed to

world level

The 2Africa Cable, one of the largest submarine

cable systems globally, spans an impressive 45,000
kilometres and connects 46 locations across Africa,
Furope, and the Middle East. With advanced Space
Division Multiplexing (SDMI) technology, it offers a
remarkable capacity of IBOTbps

Libya, with average mobile internet download speeds
at 19.59 Mbps and broadband averaging 15.52 Mbps.
For comparison, the United Arab Emirates leads in
‘both mobile and broadband speeds, followed by Sin-
gapore and Qatar.

Transworld Associates (TWA) previously an-
nounced its agreement to land the 2Africa Submarine
Cable System in Karachi, Pakistan,enhancing global
connectivity for the country and positioning it as a
critical node in infernational data networks.

The 2Africa Cable, one of the most ambitious
projects globally, spans over 45,000 kilometres and
connects 46 cable landing stations across 33 coun-

In Pakistan, the project’s Phase
| began on December |, 2024,
with the Pre-Lay Shore FEnd
(PLSE) installation at
Hawksbay, Karachi. The second
phase, involving the deep-sea
cable lay, is scheduled to
commence on April 1, 2025

tries in Africa, Asia, and Europe. The 2Africa con-
sortium comprises eight international build parties,
including China Mobile Intermational, Bayobab,
centerd, Meta, Orange, Telecom Egypt, Vodafone,
and WIOCC.

Designed with a capacity of up to 180 Thps on
16 fibre pairs, the 2Africa Cable system aims to meet
the growing demand for internet and data services
worldwide.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

The 2Africa Cable system has been partially op-
erational in Africa since June 2024. TWA has an-
nounced that China Mobile International and Meta
are the consortium parties for the 2Africa landing in
Karachi, Pakistan. They are partnering with TWA,
which will own and operate the landing facilities.

Furthermore, a Tier-3 level carrier-neutral data
centre, co-located at the Cable Landing Station, will
be connected with 2Africa and other subsea cable
systems shortly. TWA is the landing party in Pakistan
for SMW-5 and TW1 subsea cable systems. Landing
the 2Africa Cable in Pakistan is a significant step
for TWA in becoming a strategic pariner for land-
ing submarine cable systems at a carrier-neutral and
state-of-the-art Cable Landing Station in Pakistan.

In addition to landing the 2Africa subsea cable
in Pakistan, TWA is a member of the SEA-ME-WE
6 (SMWe) consortium, expected to be operational
in 2026. Pakistan is currently connected to the rest
of the world through seven in-service international
submarine cable systems, including SMW3, SMW4,
SMW35, IMEWE, AAE-1, TW1, and PEACE.

Established in 2006 as a joint venture of Orastar
Limited and OMZEST Group of His Excellency
Dr. Omar Abdul Mone'm Yousuf Al Zawawi of the
Sultanate of Oman, TWA is Pakistan’s first private
sector organization with ownership of submarine
fibre optic cable networks. TWA currently operates
SMW5 and TW1 in Pakistan, with plans to land
SMW6 and 2Africa. Cyber Internet Services Private
Ltd. (Cybernet) is the landing party in Pakistan for
the PEACE cable system, having landed the cable in
Karachi and Gwadar.

Wi-Tribe LDI Pakistan is constructing the Orient
Express submarine cable system, set to land in Kara-
chi and Gwadar.
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Jazz partners with LUMS
for Digital Pakistan Fellowship
Programme

[
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Aamirlbrahim,CEOofJazzemphasized theimportance
of empowering students to take the lead in discussions
on technology and imnovation. This initiative aims to
inspire narratives that showcase Pakistan’s readiness
to embrace a technology-driven future. It is a key part
of Jazz’s overarching vision to empower youth to create
impactful change through the use of technology

students in shaping the digital conversation
and contributing to the evolving landscape
of tech journalism. Through this fellowship, stu-
dents will actively raise awareness about technolo-
gy’s potential to transform society and help realise

azz has extended its Digital Pakistan Fel-
lowship Programme to LUMS to involve

The fellowship programme offers a platform
for young individuals to lead meaningful discus-
sions on technology, innovation, and advance-

ment. It encourages students to develop critical
perspectives and use their voices to educate people
on the role of technology in Pakistan's develop-

ment while showcasing the country’s potential on

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAYINEOFFICIAL |

the global stage.

A memorandum of understanding (MoU) was
signed between Jazz and LUMS during a cere-
mony at LUMS recently. This partnership builds
on Jazz’s previous collaborations with prominent
academic institutions, such as the National Umni-
versity of Sciences and Technology (NUST), Bea-
conhouse National University (BINU), and Fatima
Jinnah Women University (FTWU), to promote
tech-based innovation and storytelling.

The Digital Pakistan Fellowship Programme
has empowered over 90 fellows, with 78% of them
being women, in the field of tech journalism.
Two citizen journalism cohorts have engaged over
1,200 creators, providing more than 2,500 hours of
training. By expanding this programme to LUMS,
Jazz continues its mission to drive innovation-led
growth and inspire the youth to contribute to Pa-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

kistan's digital transformation.
Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz, stated “By em-
powering students to lead discussions on technol-
ogy and innovation, we aim to inspire narratives
that reflect Pakistan’s readiness to embrace a
tech-driven future. This initiative is part of Jazz's
broader vision to enable the youth to drive mean-
ingful change through the power of technology.”
=mrr r—

Dr. Ali Cheema, Vice Chancellor of LUMS,
commented, “At LUMS, we believe education is
not just about acquiring knowledge but fostering
the ability to think critically and engage meaning-

nership with Jazz provides our students with the
opportunity to explore the transformative role
of technology and lead conversations that con-
tribute to a progressive and digitally empowered
Pakistan.”

The Digital Pakistan Fellowship
Programme has empowered
over 90 fellows, with 78% of

them being women, in the field

of tech journalism. Two citizen
journalism cohorts have en-
gaged over 1,200 creators, pro-
viding more than 2,500 hours
of training

As part of the programme, students will have
opportunities to create and amplify narratives
about technology on popular platforms like Ins-
tagram, TikTok, YouTube, and LinkedIn. Jazz's

r’-—

goal is to inspire a new generation of storytellers
who can articulate the transformative role of tech-
nology in fostering progress and innovation.
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Inovi Telocom-Infinix installment
plan for mobile phones attracts
massively

at QistBazaar lxpo

E FUTUR
IS MO

Inovi Telecom and Infinix interacted with tech enthusiasts and spread joy throughout
the expo. It was a fantastic experience for the Inovi team to give away Infinix BT
speakers as gifts to their valued customers who made purchases at their exclusive
display centre during the ()istBazaar event

novi Telecom and Infinix were thrilled to ac-
tively participate in the QistBazaar Installment
Expo 2024 at Expo Center Karachi, where
they showcased their products for sale-on-in-
stallment in a stall. They had a wonderful time
sharing memorable moments from the event! Inowvi
Telecom and Infinix interacted with tech enthu-
siasts and spread joy throughout the expo. It was
a fantastic experience for the Inovi team fo give
away Infinix BT speakers as gifts to their valued

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAYZYINEOFFICIAL |

customers who made purchases at their exclusive
display centre during the QistBazaar event. It was
heartwarming to see the happiness on the faces of
attendees as they visited the booth and made their
purchases.

Many visitors took advantage of the opportuni-
ty to buy Infinix smartphones through convenient
mnstallment plans, expressing their appreciation
to the Inovi team for offering high-quality smart-
phones with flexible payment options.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Inovi Telecom was proud to be part of the mem-
orable Qist Bazaar Event at Expo Center, showcas-
ing the innovative Infinix mobile lineup and solu-
tions that captivated and entertained the attendees.

The Qist Bazaar Installment Expo 2024 is the
ultimate destination for mobile phone enthusiasts
to explore the latest smartphones from top brands,
all available on easy installments like Infinix. Visi-
tors enjoyed exclusive discounts and special pack-
ages to get their dream phones.
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Xiaomi unveils latest

‘Redmi
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The series comprises the Redmi Note 14 Pro+5G, Redmi Note 14 Pro,and Redmi Note
[4, all featuring cutting-edge specifications and flagship-level camera technology

14 series at a grand event held at Expo

Center, Lahore. The series comprises the

Redmi Note 14 Pro+5G, Redmi Note 14 Pro, and

Redmi Note 14, all featuring cutting-edge specifica-
tions and flagship-level camera technology.

Xiaomi also introduced its TV lineup in Paki-

stan, which includes the A Series, Max Series, and

S Mini Series, offering premium features at attrac-

iaomi, a leading smartphone brand, has
officially unveiled its latest Redmi Note

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

tive prices. Over 700 guests attended the event, in-
cluding top tech influencers, media representatives,
distributors, retailers, and fans. Fahad Mustafa was
announced as Xiomi's brand ambassador for its
products.

Attendees had the opportunity to explore Xiao-
mi's smart ecosystem, which includes the newly
launched Redmi Buds 6, Redmi Buds 6 Pro, Redmi
‘Watch 5, and Xiaomi Power Banks, in addition to
the durable IP68-rated Redmi Note 14 series with

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |

advanced Al-powered camera features. In addition
to its top-tier camera capabilities, the phone has re-
ceived significant durability upgrades for improved
performance.

This launch signifies a significant milestone for
Xiaomi in Pakistan and highlights the growing po-
tential of local manufactoring.

With these new products, Xiaomi is further so-
lidifying its position in the competitive smartphone
market in Pakistan.
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SEGO: Larger Thar Tt
Brand kxperience

A standout product is the SEGO Zero o0 smartphone, priced at PKR 49,999,
which boasts a sleek design, curved screen, and impressive camera features,
all aimed at delivering a premium user experience at an affordable price point.

SEGQ is gearing up to make 2025 an exciting year by
providing users with an innovative and practical brand
experience. Following the successful launch of the
Larger Than Life Brand Experience in Lahore, SEGO
is bringing top-notch mobile technelogy to Pakistan.
With the backing of manufacturing partners in China
and MediaTek, SEGO offers a range of products
including feature phones, 4G hotspots, smart
accessories, and upcoming tablets and smartwatches.

A standout product is the SEGO Zero 50 smartphone,
priced at PKR 49,999, which boasts a sleek design,
curved screen, and impressive camera features, all
aimed at delivering a premium user experience at an
affordable price point,

SEGO is also introducing xAl, their futuristic mascot,
as the brand's symbel for future endeavors.
Furthermore, SEGO has teamed up with global icon
All Zafar to demonstrate how their products enhance
everyday life, showcasing SEGO's dedication to
quality and meaningful innovation.

With a focus on accessibility, reliability, and
practicality, SEGO aims to empower users and
revolutionize the mobile experience in Pakistan. The
SEGQ journevs just beginning, promising a vibrant
and thrilling future ahead,

i.
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Austrian envoy with family touched

Ambassador Andrea Wicke appreciated the Pakistani government for the [

44444

by hospitality at Kartarpur

\ )

i

well-maintained facilities and warm hospitality shown to her and her family

visited the Kartarpur Corridor located in
Tehsil Shakargarh, District Narowal. They
all paid their respects at the Gurdwara Darbar Sahib,
the final resting place of Guru Nanak, the founder

he Austrian Ambassador to Pakistan, An-
drea Wicke, along with her family, recently

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

of Sikhism. During the wvisit, Ambassador Wicke
took part in traditional activities such as visiting the
Darshan Sthan, a viewing point that offers a glimpse
of the Gurdwara in India, and enjoying langar, the
communal meal served to all visitors.

Ambassador Wicke appreciated the Pakistani

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

government for the wellmaintained facilities and
warm hospitality shown to her and her family. This
visit underscores the importance of the Kartarpur
Corridor as a link for religious tourism and diploma-
cy, promoting goodwill between Pakistan and other
countries.
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Hatem Bamatraf, President and Group CEO of PTCL & Ufone 4G, emphasized that the
Ba-Ikhtiar Project goes beyond being a mere program; it is a transformative movement
that enables women to realize their full potential by equipping them with essential
resources and skills for success. He highlighted that the impact of this initiative extends
beyond individual achievements, fostering hope, resilience, and progress within families,
communities, and society as a whole

TCL Group, in partnership with the Paki-

stan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), orga-

nized an event to honor the achievements of

women entrepreneurs empowered through
the Ba-Ikhtiar Project as part of the Group’s 'Dil Se’
Social Impact platform. The project aims to promote
financial independence and sustainable growth for
women entrepreneurs by helping them establish suc-
cessful e-commerce stores. PTCL Group is dedicated
to supporting these women by assisting them in reg-
they can operate independently.

The expansion of the Ba-Ikhtiar initiative to 20
districts is set to make a positive impact on communi-
ties throughout Pakistan by incorporating various skill
sets such as pottery, arts and crafts, food preservation,
online tutoring, organic cosmetics, and more.

The event honoured the resilience and determi-
nation of these women entrepreneurs who have over-
come challenges and turned them into opportunities.
His Excellency, Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salem Alz-
aabi — Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates to
Pakistan, attended the event as the chief guest. Cor-
porate partners, development sector organizations,
and academia were present at the event, along with
prominent figures from the entertainment, fashion,
sports, and industry sectors. Esteemed personalities
such as Kubra Khan, Hareem Farcog, Sana Mir, Al
Xeeshan, and Naseem Hameed added a touch of
glamour and prestige. Their support further highlight-
ed the event's significance, which was already brim-
ming with inspiring stories of transformation, growth,
and success.

The event also featured a thought-provoking pan-
el discussion, bringing together renowned personali-
ties from diverse fields, including Sania Saeed, Jehan
Ara, Azima Dhanji and Zarene Asif, whoshared key
insights on global best practices in women empower-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

ment, the role of technology in solving societal chal-
lenges, and the strategies needed for women to suc-
cessfully navigate the entrepreneurial landscape.

The highlight of the day was Pakistan's first-ever
Al-powered fashion show, where the women entre-
preneurs showeased clothing designs created in col-
segment underscored the Ba-Ikhtiar Project’s commuit-
ment to leveraging cutting-edge technology to drive
social change, reflecting how creativity and technolo-
gy can unite to inspire new possibilities.

The expansion of the Ba-Ikhtiar
initiative to 20 districts is set to
make a positive impact on com-
munities throughout Pakistan
by incorporating various skill
sets such as pottery, arts and
crafts, food preservation, online
tutoring, organic cosmetics,
and mor

Speaking at the grand event, Hatem Bamatraf,
President and Group CEO, PTCL& Ufone 4G, em-
phasized on the program’s broader significance,
stating: “The Ba-Ikhtiar Project is more than just a
program,; it is a movement that empowers women to
unlock their potential by providing them with the nec-
essary resources and skills to succeed. Today, we cel-
ebrate not just their achievements but also the ripple
effect of hope, resilience, and progress that they bring
to their families, communities, and society at large.”

The CEO of PPAF, Nadir Gul Barech, further
highlighted the critical role of partnerships: “When
organizations unite under a shared vision, the impact
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can be truly transformative. Balkhtiar exemplifies
how the private sector’s innovation and the develop-
ment sector’s community insights can comverge to
create meaningful and sustainable change. This is
the power of collaboration in action.” The event also
spotlighted inspirational success stories, including
two participants, who represented Pakistan at Gitex
Global 2024 in Dubai, one of the world’s largest tech
events. Ms. Mariam Hussain shared how the Ba-Tkh-
tiar Project enabled her to showcase the entrepreneur-
ial ventures on a global platform, demonstrating the
transformative impact of empowerment and oppor-
tunity. The Ba-Ikhtiar Project continues to stand as
a beacon of empowerment. Through this initiative,
participants have gained critical skills, including dig-
ital literacy, financial management, business devel-
opment, and e-commerce. These tools have enabled
them to build thriving businesses and fundamentally

Thccﬂcntrca.ﬂ'irnmdthcmmmmncntofPTﬂ
Group and PPAF, along with partners, National Ru-
ral Support Program (NRSP), U Microfinance Bank
(U Bank) and Daraz to expanding the reach of the
Ba-IkhtiarProject, introducing additional skill-build-
ing initiatives, and creating broader opportunities for
women across Pakistan. Both organizations envision
a future where every woman has the tools, confidence,
and support to thrive, fostering resilience and enabling
communities to flonrish.
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Human trafficking
thriving on Pakistanis’
death in boat capsizing
incidents

Due to the lack of job opportunities, inflation, and economic instability, germinating mainly from
political causes, many Pakistanis, particularly the youth, are turning to overseas employment least
caring about their lives and calculating the risk factors. Unfortunately, these Pakistanis often fall vicim
to fraudulent agents who charge exorbitant fees from them giving no guarantee of job and secure
placement. While a considerable number of Pakistanis go abroad for work, there is a concerning rise
in the number of Pakistanis seeking asylum in various European countries, including Italy, the UK,
Greece, France, Germany, and Hungary, once they succeed in reaching there by fair or foul means. It
1s highly alarming that within a month, over 50 Pakistanis have lost their lives in two horrible incidents
of boat wreckage. On January 14, more than 40 Pakistanis were drowned in the capsizing of a boat off
West Africa's Atlantic coastline, which has emerged as a primary point of departure to reach Europe.
Adding to the toll 1s the death of at least five Pakistanis who drowned after a migrant boat capsized
near Greece's Gavdos Island 1n mid-Deeemberlast. 35 persons onboard the boat were missing
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The financial constraints due to unemployment
and high inflation in Pakistan are driving our peo-
ple, mainly youth, to get a job abroad even at the
cost of their lives. Over the last few years, a trend
has grown to leave the country for any Western
or Eastern country in legal or illegal ways. Mil-
lions of Pakistani youngsters have left the country
based on their skill, professional ability, education
and utility services which are in demand by Arab
or Western countries to run their system. Millions
of others are looking for
ways and means to get
jobs abroad at any cost.
Therefore, parallel to the
legal way, is running an
illegal human trafficking
business where the crime
of transporting the Pali-
stani youth by sea is be-
ing run in an organised
manner to mint a huge
sum of money while least caring about the fate of
the job-seekers whether they reach the destination or
immerse in the water midway. It has been observed
the illegal business of human trafficking has result-
ed in heavy life loss to Pakistanis over the past few
vears as the entire transaction is luck-based without
any systematic procedure or scientific methods. The
human traffickers have the only purpose of making
money which they do and disappear to reappear at
some other time with new features. It all is going on
partially due to a weak
grip of the authorities on
such elements and par-
tially due to the corrupt
system where the cor-
rupt officials are closing
their eves to this heinous
business for money.

In the most recent
tragic incident, approxi-
mately 50 Pakistanis lost
their lives in a deadly shipwreck while attempting to
cross from West Africa to Spain's Canary Islands.
Among the casualties, 44 were reported to be Palki-
stani nationals. The toll may rise.

Moroccan authorities rescued 36 individuals
from a boat that departed from Mauritania with a
total of 86 migrants, including 66 Pakistanis. After
spending 13 days at sea in distress, the boat capsized
off the coast of Western Sahara, and survivors in-
cluding some Pakistanis, were taken to a camp near
the port of Dakhla, as stated by the Foreign Affairs

According to Walking Borders, a record number
of 10,457 migrants, averaging 30 deaths per day,
perished in 2024 while attempting to reach Spain.
Most of these tragedies occurred along the Atlantic
route from West African countries like Mauritania
and Senegal to the Canary Islands. Fernando Clavi-
jo, the regional leader of the Canary Islands, ex-
pressed his condolences for the victims of the recent
shipwreck and called upon Spain and Europe to
take action to prevent further disasters. He empha-
sised the need to address the humanitarian crisis in
the Atlantic and prevent it from becoming a grave-
vard for people. Before this incident, five Pakistani
nationals were killed, and 35 others were presumed
dead after a migrant boat sank near Greece’s Gav-
dos island. While seven individuals lost their lives,
over 130 were rescued from the overcrowded vessel
carrying more than 200 migrants, with dozens miss-
ing, including 35 Pakistanis.

Many individuals from Pakistan seek permanent
residency in Europe or use it as a transit point to
reach other European countries. With an estimated
population of 250 million, around 6.3 million Paki-
stani nationals reside abroad. It is mainly Pakistanis
who are named worldwide for losing their lives in
incidents of boat capsizing. This time around, the
Pakistan authorities have announced to combat the
issue of illegal immigration in the country and au-
thorities have launched a manhunt against human
traffickers suspected of involvement in the tragic
shipwreck off the Greek coast.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has ordered a

Shehbaz Sharif
Prime Minister of Pakiztan

Mohsin Nagvi

Federal Minister for Interior of Pakistan

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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crackdown on human traffickers associated with
global smuggling networks that facilitate the trans-
portation of individuals from Asia, Africa, and the
Middle East to Europe.

Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Nagvi has tak-
en cognisance of the boat capsizing incident near
Greece’s southern island and has formed a com-
mittee to investigate the matter and sought a report.
Minister Nagvi strongly condemned human traf-
ficking as a heinous crime that devastates families
and has urged the Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) to take nationwide action against trafficking
mafias engaged in this illegal activity.

Despite the dangers involved, thousands of Pa-
kistanis pay substantial sums to human smugglers
who promise to transport them through perilous sea
routes across multiple countries to reach Europe.
In June 2023, an overloaded boat carrying at least
350 Pakistanis capsized and sank in open seas off
Greece. The Interior Minister then pledged to appre-

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has ordered a crackdown on
human traffickers associated

with global smuggling networks

that transport people from Asia,

Africa, and the Middle East
to Europe

hend and prosecute the responsible human smug-
glers but the due action was still awaited when other
incidents of this nature continued to happen.

Similarly, in December 2024, five migrants
drowned after their boat capsized off Greece's Ga-
vdos island, with 39 individuals, mostly believed to
be from Pakistan, being rescued by cargo vessels and
transferred to Crete. These incidents underscore the
risks faced by migrants attempting to reach Europe
through irregular routes and highlight the need for
enhanced safety measures.

The Buropean Union and other nations have
been urged to address the safety concerns of mi-
grants crossing the Mediterranean and provide
support to countries like Greece grappling with the
migration crisis. Recent deportations of Pakistani
nationals from countries such as Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
UAE, and the UK have raised concerns about irreg-
ularities in travel documents and potential links to

i e S

human smuggling operations. The said states are
doing at their level to save human lives as a matter
of their civil laws, vet the prime responsibility rests
with Pakistani authorities to plug the means where
the nefarious are continuing to play this gruesome
game.

The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) carried
out a massive crackdown against human traffickers
in 2024, making several arrests and blacklisting the
passports of several agents involved in the heinous
crime which claimed several lives.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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Following the Greece and Libya boat tragedies
which took place in 2003, to claim the lives of sev-
eral Pakistanis during illegal immigration, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif issued strict directions to
bust organised and unorganised gangs involved in
human trafficking. Following these directions, 144
suspects directly and indirectly related to these inci-
dents were held.

Authorities were directed to immediately block
the identity cards and bank accounts of the agents
involved in boat acci-
dents. Consequently, the
FIA sprung info action
and carried out multiple
raids, arrests and other
measures against illegal

= - | immigration.
. . During the investiga-
Sea . k
Ciad A ! tion, it was revealed that
Sved Asim Munir b
Chief of Army Staff most of the immigrants
departed on regular legal

visit visas via various airports in Pakistan, instead
of opting for illegal land routes used by human traf-
fickers. These immigrants then slipped through the
land route from Dubai and Iran and were picked up
by human smugglers to reach Libya, from there they
crossed the international border to reach Europe on
boats.

The alleged collusion of the FIA immigration
staff has also come to light. Two officers, including
the shift in charge of FIA immigration at Faisala-
bad airport, were arrested and a case was registered
against them. Orders were also issued to keep the
names of 31 FIA immigration officers and person-

il

nel from Islamabad, Sialkot and other airports in the
Provisional National Identification List (PNIL) due
to suspicious activities in the Greek boat accident.

FIA officials say in the light of the PM’s direc-
tives, investigations into boat accidents will be expe-
dited. The number of suspects arrested during the
FIA crackdown in the 2023 Libya boat accident has
increased to 144, including 16 declared and most
wanted human smugglers whose names were placed
in the Red Book.

A total of 197 cases were registered in the Lib-
va boat accident. The passports of the 35 accused
were blacklisted. The international agents involved
in human trafficking are also being squeezed and ar-
rests of human traffickers residing abroad are being
carried out with the help of Interpol, the officials
added. Red notices were issued for the arrest of 20
foreign agents involved in human trafficking.

FIA director-general Ahmed Ishaq Jahangir says
all resources would be utilised to arrest the agents
involved in the boat accident(s).

All is well but the question is, how can the traf-
ficking of Pakistanis be checked as the recent two in-
cidents have again disclosed the fact that operations
of the evil elements are going on with impunity and
the innocent Pakistanis are being trapped through
new fraudulent plans. As a first and most urgent
step, the authorities need to be highly active against
them and those within their own ranks who are fa-
cilitating human traffickers in their business and get

them all strictly punished through the law.

JANUARY, 2025
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The unregulated
sale of fresh notes
at inflated prices

continue
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| STATE BANK OF PAKISTAN
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However, with the

advent of the year 2025, the SBP

Sy
id

not issue fresh currency notes for giving to people by
way of producing ID cards outside of the SBP office.
Despite this, there are numerous vendors, mostly
women, around the SBP building in [.ahore who hold
bundles of fresh notes and sell them at exorbitant rates

he illegal sale of new currency notes out-

side the building of the State Bank of Pa-

kistan (SBFP) in Lahore is going on at its
Dwuring wedding ceremonies and other events, peo-
ple prefer to use fresh and new currency notes to
shower on the bride and groom. They reach the ven-
dors outside the SBP premises to buy fresh currency
notes at a higher amount which sometimes, touches
almost 50 per cent of the actual price. This indeed
is an illegal business continuing in connivance with
some insiders of the Bank. Many female vendors
are participating in this illegal activity right under
the nose of SBP staff, who appear to turn a blind eye
to it. Members of the banking community, speaking
on condition of anonymity, believe that there is an
organised mafia involved in the illicit sale of curren-
Cy notes.

A bundle of Rsl0 banknotes, originally priced
at Rs1,000, is usually sold for Rs1,400 in the black
market. Similarly, a bundle of Rs20 banknotes, with
a face value of Rs2,000, is being sold for Rs2,400.
Additionally, a bundle of Rs50 banknotes, valued at
Rs5,000, is being sold for Rs5,500, while a bundle
of Rs100 currency notes is sold for Rs500 over its
actual price.

It is worth mentioning that due to COVID-19,
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBF) had halted the is-
suance of fresh notes to the general public as part
of precautionary measures to ensure social distanc-
ing. However, with the advent of the year 2025, the
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SBP did not issue fresh currency notes for giving
to people by way of producing ID cards outside
of the SBP office. Despite this, there are numerous
vendors, mostly women, around the SBP building
in Lahore who hold bundles of fresh notes and sell
them at exorbitant rates that are unaffordable for the
average person, except for those involved in illegal

There are numerous vendors,
mostly women, around the SBP
building in Lahore who hold
bundles of fresh notes and sell
them at exorbitant rates that
are unaffordable for the average
person, except for those in-
volved in illegal activities

It is surprising to know that commercial banks
do not issue fresh notes to their account holders as
they simply reply that they do not receive fresh notes
from SBP but the facts are quite contary to that.
These banks do get fresh notes, but they sell them in
the market through their agents. Since a large pum-
ber of branches of commercial banks are designated
in different areas for issuance of new currency notes
to the general public their employees were involved

SOCIAL |
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in the black marketing of fresh currency notes. The
serial numbers of fresh currency notes issued to the
designated branches of commercial banks are also
recorded to monitor their proper distribution and
to check their use by cuorrency brokers and garland
makers.

The SBP representative on this count said that
it's the responsibility of law enforcement agencies
to stop the sale of fresh currency notes outside the
banks. State Bank alone cannot check the illegal sale
of currency and match those numbers with the is-
sued notes to branches in order to trace out those in-
volved in this practice and take the required action.

One of these women selling new notes outside
the SBP revealed that they buy these new currency
notes from dealers in Anarkali who get them from
Karachi or employees of different banks who sell
them the fresh bundles. This amounts to running a

parallel economy besides SBP. She said working 9
am to 7 pm gets them with just 3000 rupees a month

on average. These women get only Rs10 for selling a
bundle of 100 currency notes.

People from different walks of life buy these
new currency notes from these women to save time
rather than standing in long queues in banks. Their
need for new currency notes mainly arises on Eid
days, marriages and various other events of joy. It is
not understandable how people afford to give extra
money for only fresh currency notes and sometimes
they are willing to pay even double the par when
there is a shortage of fresh currency in the black
market.

A surge in the illegal sale of fresh currency has
been seen near the Eid days when fresh notes be-
come unavailable in banks and bank employees
themselves take away a bulk of them to sell them at
higher rates in the open market.

The role of the police in controlling the illegal
sale of new currency notes is also lamentable. The
police instead of forbidding these women from ille-
gal means of earning asked them for free currency
notes. The bankers in different branches are of the
view that there is a need to change the mindset of
people to have fresh currency on different occasions
and a tradition should be cultivated to spend circu-
lating notes on the events instead of hankering after
the new ones.

It causes the general public to pay more for these
fresh currency notes over their par value and also
surges the expenditure of SBP to issue fresh notes
on these occasions and bears extra expenses. They
further revealed that SBP used to implement a check
and balance system over the banks but a minor
change could be brought about through such efforts.
They said that the system of new currency notes is a
total failure system as bank employees even getting
maximum packs of fresh currency notes would not
be able to satisfy all of their clients. If they give fresh
notes to 10 percent of their clients, 90 percent would
be displeased and develop negative opinions against
the interest of the bank.

For the first time in many years, the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBF) and commercial banks did not is-
sued new currency notes to the people since 2020,
which allowed the currency mafia to take advantage
of the situation.

Every year on the occasion of Eid ul Fitr there
was an increased demand for new currency notes as
people prefer giving fresh notes to their loved ones
as Fidi.

However, last year, the SBP remained mysteri-
ously silent; neither was a policy formulated nor did
the central bank announce anything.

Moreover, commercial banks also did not issue
fresh notes to the people. However, new notes were
available in large quantities in the black markets at
exorbitant prices.

However, later the central bank issued notes
through the SMS method in which the people sent
their CNIC numbers and in return, they received a
code which was needed to receive fresh notes from
banks.

Surprisingly, couple of years the central bank
remained silent over the matter and its public rela-
tions department also failed to respond positively to
repeated calls.
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notch content creators

At the core of the event was SEGO’s revolutionary Zero 50—the ultimate creator

tool designed to empower content makers with top-notch camera quality and
advanced features. Attendees experienced the SEGO Zero 50 in action, withessing
how its innovative technology can enhance content creation

EGO hosted the grand Matcha Content

Mix, a distinguished influencer meetup that

brought together at one platform some of

the biggest names in digital content creation.
The event was led by Shahveer Jafry, Ayesha Beig,
and UKHANO, with Shahveer Jafry serving as the
event’s charismatic host.

The gathering celebrated creativity, innovation,
and the power of digital storytelling. Influencers
from various backgrounds discussed the latest trends,
shared valuable insights, and explored strategies for

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

crafting compelling viogs. The event provided an
mteractive session where attendees learned tips and
tricks for successful vlogging in today’s digital land-
scape. At the core of the event was SEGO’s revolu-
tionary Zero 50—the ultimate creator tool designed
to empower content makers with top-notch camera
quality and advanced features. Attendees experienced
the SEGO Zero 50 in action, witnessing how its inno-
vative technology can enhance content creation.
Shahwveer Jafry stated, “This event aims to equip
creators with the knowledge and tools to enhance

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

their storytelling. With SEGO Zero 50, we're provid-
ing influencers with the perfect device to bring their
creative visions to life.” The event concluded with
a delightful brunch, allowing attendees to network,
relax and continue sharing creative ideas in a casual
setting.

SEGO remains dedicated to the digital creator
community, leading the way in content excellence.
The Matcha Content Mix represents another mile-
stone in SEGO’s journey to redefine mobile content
creation.
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vivo Y200 now available for

Vivo Y200

= O H )}
BOW Al Aura 120 Hz Snapdragon®
FlashCharge  Light Portrale  AMOLED Display 585 Processor

.

The phone’s 120Hz, Al\*’lOLEDDiSp]H}? and Snapdragon® 685 Processor deliver a

smooth and immersive viewing and performance experience. The Al Aura Light
Portrait and advanced photography tools like Al Erase and Al Photo Enhancement
ensure high-quality photos even in challenging lighting conditions

ivo, a renowned technology brand, has
unched its latest Y200 smartphone in Pa-

kistan. The vivo Y200 provides a premium
smartphone experience with advanced fea-

tures designed to cater to the needs of modern users.

Featuring an 80W Flash charge capability and a
J000mAh Large Battery, the vivo Y200 ensures users
remain connected and powered throughout the day.
With 8GB + 8GB Extended RAM and a spacious
256GEB ROM, users can enjoy seamless multitasking
and ample storage for their content.

The phone’s 120Hz AMOLED Display and
Snapdragon® 685 Processor deliver a smooth and
immersive viewing and performance experience.
The AI Aura Light Portrait and advanced photogra-
phy tools like Al Erase and Al Photo Enhancement
ensure high-quality photos even in challenging light-
ing conditions.

The vivo Y200 sports an Ultra-Slim Design with
a Cushion-Cut Diamond Camera Shape and Metal-
lic High-Gloss Frame, available in Titanium Silver
and Emerald Green colors. It also features IP64 Dust
and Water Resistance, making it a durable and styl-
ish companion for daily use. The phone comes with
a variety of Al-driven photography tools to optimize
every photo for the best results. The vivo Y200's
sleck design combines style and functionality, mak-
ing it a popular choice for users who value aesthetics

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

and user-friendly features. The Titanium Silver color
draws inspiration from the simplicity and elegance
of titanium metal, blending a clean, minimalist style
with a touch of luxury. The Emerald Green edition
adds a natural and vibrant element to the design
with its Mineral Facet Texture. The Cushion-Cut

Diamond Camera Shape module on the back of the
device combines rounded edges with sharp geomet-
ric lines for a unique and sophisticated appearance.
The Metallic High-Gloss Frame adds a premium
feel to the phone while maintaining its slim profile.
Despite its stylish design, the vivo Y200 is built to
withstand with IP64 Dust and Water Resistance, en-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

suring durability and protection from environmental
elements. With its premium design, efficient perfor-
mance, and user-centric features, the vivo Y200 aims
to elevate user experiences and impress consumers
with its innovative features.

Price & availability: The vive Y200 (256GB) is
now available nationwide at a competitive price of
PKR 65,999, Customers can purchase it from their
nearest mobile market. vivo offers a one-year war-

The vivo Y200's sleek design
combines style and functional-
ity, making it a popular choice
for users who value aesthetics
and user-friendly features

ranty for the Y200 along with 15 days free replace-
ment and a 6-month warranty for accessories. The
vivo Y200 is approved by the Pakistan Telecommuni-
cations Authority and supports all mobile networks
in Pakistan. Zong customers can also enjoy 12GB
of Free Mobile Internet by using their 4G SIM card
in Slot 1 (2GB Internet per month for 6 months).
For more information, please visit vivo's official
website.
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he federal government is planning to en-

gage a consultant to finalize regulations for

Starlink, a satellite-based internet service

owned by US billionaire Elon Musk, in
Pakistan. This decision was made during a meeting
chaired by Minister of State for Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommunication Shaza Fatima Khawaja,
with a focus on advancing satellite connectivity and
technology.

The meeting, which incloded representatives
from SUPARCO, PTA, and the Pakistan Space Ac-
tivities Regulatory Board, discussed the progress of
Starlink’s licensing and regulations, as well as the de-
velopment of a regulatory framework for Low Earth
Orbit (LEQ) satellites.

The meeting agreed to hire a consultant to assist
in the licensing process for Starlink and LEO satel-
lites, to align Pakistan’s satellite policies with inter-
national standards. The meeting also explored how
the use of LEO satellites could improve connectivity
and confribute to the country’s technological prog-
ress. The Ministry of IT reiterated its commitment
to establishing a regulatory framework for satellite
technology that meets global standards. Following
the meeting, the state minister affirmed that Starlink,
the satellite-based internet provider, was registered
with the Security Exchange Commission of Pakistan
(SECP). The IT minister also mentioned that a reg-
ulatory framework was being developed to allow all
LEO satellite companies, including Starlink, to oper-
ate in Pakistan. Responding to queries from a Paki-
stani social media activist on the ‘X’ platform, Elon
Musk has also confirmed he was awaiting approval
from Islamabad to launch Starlink in Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Federal Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar stated that internet
prices in Pakistan are relatively low compared to oth-
er countries. He expressed scepticism about the ac-
curacy of internet statistics and assured that internet
services are improving and will continue to do so in
the future. Pakistan has been facing challenges with
slow internet speeds and a ban on the social media
platform’ X’ (formerly Twitter) since last year. The
government has attributed these issues to submarine
cable faults, while there are reports suggesting poten-
tial experimentation with a “firewall” by authorities.

According to a list issued by OoklaSpeedtest
Global Index, Pakistan was ranked 100 out of 111
countries in mobile internet speeds with a download
speed of 20.61Mbps and upload speed of 8.53Mbps.

Meanwhile, the index ranked the country at 141
out of 158 countries in broadband speeds with a
download speed of 15.60Mbps and upload speed of
15.53Mbps. The matter also came under discussion
in both houses of parliament multiple fimes but to no
avail. The disruption also resulted in financial losses
to the country’s IT industry as well.

Flon Musk confirmed that he
was awaiting approval from
Islamabad to launch Starlink in
Pakistan, responding to
inquiries from a Pakistani social
media activist on the X’
platform

Starlink’s entry into the Pakistani market will be
a game-changer in terms of internet accessibility, es-
pecially in regions where traditional broadband infra-
structure, like fibre cables or radio towers, is mited
or non-existent. The low-earth orbit (LEQ) satellites
used by Starlink provide consistent and reliable in-
ternet connectivity by orbiting much closer to Earth
compared to traditional geostationary satellites. This
setup ensures that even remote and rural areas, where
traditional internet service providers often struggle
to provide service, will be able to access high-speed
broadband. While Starlink is expected to work close-
Iy with PTA to finalize its licensing process, the an-
nouncement also signals a larger shift in Pakistan's
approach to satellite-based internet services. The IT
Minister highlighted that a regulatory framework is
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Starlink’s entry into the Pakistani market will be a game-
changer in terms of internet accessibility, especially in
regions where traditional broadband infrastructure, like
fibre cables or radio towers, is limited or non-existent

being put in place that will allow various internation-
al companies, including Starlink, Amazon, OneWeb,
and other emerging satellite operators, to provide ser-
vices in Pakistan. This initiative is seen as a step to-
wards diversifying internet service providers and im-
proving access to high-quality, reliable internet across
the country.

The entry of Starlink and other LEO satellite op-
erators is timely, considering the challenges Pakistan
faces with its internet infrastructure. Many areas of
the country, particularly in rural and mountainous re-
gions, remain poorly connected to the internet due to
the lack of physical infrastructure such as fibre optic
cables or cellular towers. The provision of satellite in-
ternet could bridge this gap, offering internet services
to millions of people who have had limited access in
the past.

Pakistans interest in satellite internet services is
not limited to Starlink. Several other global players,
Pakistani market for their LEO satellite-based ser-
vices. As a result, Pakistan's regulatory framework
will need to be adaptable and inclusive to accommo-
date the growing interest in satellite internet services
while maintaining standards for quality and accessi-

Once fully operational, Starlink’s services are ex-
pected to benefit a broad spectrum of Pakistan's popu-
lation, including businesses, educational institutions,
healthcare providers, and individuals in remote areas.
The service promises to provide internet speeds that
rival those of fibre optic connections, which will be a
welcome development for sectors such as education,
e-commerce, and telemedicine, all of which require
reliable internet connections to function effectively.

As the process of licensing and technical assess-
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ments continues, the prospect of improved internet
connectivity for Pakistan’s underserved regions is
like Starlink, the digital divide in Pakistan could be-
gin to narrow, offering new opportunities for innova-
tion, education, and economic development across
the country. A delegation from Starlink, the leading
global provider of Low Earth Orbit (LEO) satellite
internet services owned by Elon Musk, called on
Minister of State for Information Technology and
Telecom Shaza Fatima Khawaja to review progress
on licensing the satellite-based internet provider in
Pakistan, according to a news report. The govern-
internet access to unconnected areas through satel-
lite-based solutions.

In a related development, Pakistan is also set to
benefit from the 2Africa Submarine Cable System,
which aims to significantly enhance internet speed
and reliability. Facilitated by the Pakistan Telecom-
munication

Authority (PTA) through Transworld Associates
as the landing party, the cable is part of a global ini-
tiative involving Meta and Vodafone.

The 45,000-kilometre cable, equipped with state-
of-the-art SDM1 technology and a capacity of 180
Tbps, will connect 46 locations across Africa, Europe,
and the Middle East. Installation began on December
1, 2024, at Hawksbay, Karachi, with deep-sea laying
planned to start in April 2025.

Once operational in Q4 20235, the system will pro-
vide Pakistan with 24 terabytes of bandwidth, signifi-
cantly improving the performance of platforms like
Facebook, WhatsApp, and Instagram.

Currently, the country relies on approximately 3
terabytes of bandwidth from seven existing cables.
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initiative

aims to address these systemic issues and propel the
country towards sustainable growth. The plan [ocuses on

achieving the “Skis” -

Exports, e-Pakistan, Environment,

Energy, Equity, and Empowerment to transition to an
export-led economy and reach G-20 status

he narrative of Pakistan’s economy has

been marked by a cycle of boom and bust

due to factors such as reliance on foreign

aid, political instability, and inherent weak-
nesses. The recently introduced ‘Uraan Pakistan’
initiative aims to address these systemic issues and
propel the country towards sustainable growth.
The plan focuses on achieving the “5Es” - Exports,
e-Pakistan, Environment, Energy, Equity, and Em-
powerment to transition to an export-led economy
and reach -20 status.The initiative places a strong
emphasis on boosting exports, a sector that has been
underperforming compared to regional competitors
like Vietnam and Bangladesh. Pakistan's export-to-
GDP ratio has stagnated at around 10%, highlight-
ing the need for diversification and expansion into
high-value sectors such as I'T, engineering goods, and
pharmaceunticals.

However, challenges such as supply chain com-
petitiveness, marketing infrastructure, and reliance
on traditional markets pose obstacles to achieving
export growth. The digital economy, a key compo-
nent of the plan under the e-Pakistan pillar, presents
both opportunities and challenges. While Pakistan
has seen growth in IT exports, there are still barriers
to fully tapping into the global digital economy, such
as the digital divide and cyber security concerns. Ef-
forts to support start-ups must be accompanied by
regulatory reforms and increased financial resources
to foster sector development.

Addressing the climate crisis is crucial for sus-
tainable development in Pakistan, yet the country
lags behind in renewable energy adoption and en-
vironmental conservation. The focus of the plan on
renewable energy and urban development is com-
mendable, but implementation gaps and budgetary
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constraints hinder progress in this area. Similarly,
energy sector reforms are essential to address the
circular debt and inefficiencies which plague this
sector and require a comprehensive policy approach
and private sector involvement. Promoting equi-
ty and empowerment, particularly for women and
marginalised groups, is a key aspect of the initiative.
‘While the plan includes initiatives to enhance eco-
nomic participation and skill development, structur-
al and cultural barriers continue to limit progress in
this area.

However, challenges such as
supply chain compeltitiveness,
marketing infrastructure, and
reliance on traditional markets

pose obstacles to achieving
export growth. The digital
economy, a key component of
the plan under the e-Pakistan
pillar, presents both opportuni-
ties and challenges

Political instability, lack of consensus, and exter-
nal challenges further complicate the implementa-
tion of the ‘Uraan Pakistan’ initiative, highlighting
the need for strong governance and policy coherence.
Overcoming financing challenges, external debt bur-
dens, and infrastructure deficits will be critical for the
success of the ‘Uraan Pakistan’. The initiative must
be supported by institutional capacity, transparen-
cy, and strategic planning to realise its transforma-
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tive potential. Ultimately, the success of the ‘Uraan
Pakistan’' hinges on political will, inclusive growth
strategies, and a commitment to long-term develop-
ment. Failure to address these issues could relegate
the initiative to the realm of unfulfilled promises in
Pakistan's economic history.

Meanwhile, the government believes that Uraan
Pakistan is a beacon of hope for Pakistan’s economic
recovery, building on past achievements and paving
the way for sustainable growth. Through initiatives
like CPEC, strategic energy investments, and TMF
commitments, the government has demonstrated
resilience and pragmatism. Uraan Pakistan focuses
on measurable outcomes, sectoral accountability,
and political unity, ensuring reforms are implement-
ed effectively. With NETU facilitating coordination
and a clear vision from leaders, the program aims to
achieve an “economic gold medal” for the nation. It
represents a practical, performance-driven approach
to overcoming challenges and driving long-term
prosperity.

Pakistan's economic trajectory over the past de-
cade has been marked by highs and lows, yet the
government’s resolve to overcome adversity remains
unwavering. The historical context is crucial to un-
derstanding the implementation of Uraan Pakistan.
In 2013, Pakistan faced crippling energy shortag-
es, with the nation experiencing up to 18 hours of
electricity outages. Security concerns were exten-
sive, leading to the shutdown of countless factories.
However, despite these challenges, the government’s
strategic alignment with China’s Belt and Road Ini-
tiative through the China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor - CPEC opened new avenues for economic co-
operation.

In 2013, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s wisit
to China resulted in a $25 billion investment under
CPEC, catalysing energy projects. Within a few
years, Pakistan was able to generate an additional
8,000 MW of electricity through Chinese coopera-
tion, while 3,000 MW came from domestic resourc-
es, resulting in a total of 11,000 MW of power gen-
eration. This achievement directly contributed to the
alleviation of electricity shortages, ensuring that the
country could meet its growing energy demands.

In 2022, Pakistan once again faced the looming
spectre of financial collapse. The nation was on the
brink of default, with predictions of imminent finan-
cial disaster. However, under the leadership of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, despite the dire situation,
the government navigated through the crisis with
remarkable resilience. By making politically difficult
decisions and honouring the commitments made un-
der the IMF agreements—often at the cost of politi-
cal capital—Pakistan avoided catastrophe.

At its core, Uraan Pakistan is a performance-driv-
en program. Each goal within the framework is tied
to specific Key Performance Indicators (KFIs), en-
suring accountability at every level of implemen-
tation. The program remains distinctly focused on
Pakistan’s unique needs, ensuring that economic re-
forms are not only implemented but are sustainable.

The initiative’s success hinges on the ability to
build on past achievements while ensuring that fu-
ture goals are met with precision and efficiency. The
program envisions a rigorous monitoring mecha-
nism where each ministry is required to develop a
sectoral plan, with the Ministry of Planning over-
seeing continuous progress evaluations. Ministries
demonstrating exceptional performance will have
their achievements highlighted at the highest levels,
motivating others to follow suit.

For Uraan Pakistan to succeed, Pakistan must
move beyond the cycles of political turmoil that have
historically plagued its economic policies. The gov-
ernment has made it clear that political stability and
a long-term commitment to policy continuity are es-
senfial for the successful implementation of the eco-
nomic reforms envisioned under the program.

The government is committed to ensuring that
Uraan Pakistan is not another unfulfilled promise,
but a practical, actionable framework that can carry
the nation through its economic challenges to a pros-
perous future. To achieve this, continuous reform,
innovation, and adherence to the principles of good
governance will be key.
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akistan hints at launching 5G in April, but
there are concerns about telcos and con-
sultants urging local currency auctions for
next-generation telecom services. Imternet
restrictions and underuse of existing spectrum are
flagged as key barriers. Foreign consultants engaged
by the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
have highlighted critical policy, business, and admin-
istrative challenges that could impede the rollout of
5G spectrum techmology targeted for April 2025.

The National Economic Research Associates
(NERA), a US-based consultancy firm hired by the
government for the spectrum auction, has expressed
concerns about these delays. NERA has recom-
mended that the mumber of cellular mobile operators
(CMOs), considering the proposed PTCL acquisition
of Telenor, should be decided promptly.

Telecom operators in Pakistan have outlined
critical prerequisites for the rollout of 5G, including
local currency payments, staggered payment plans,
reduced taxes, and adequate spectrum availability in
the 2600 MHz band. These conditions aim to address
industry challenges and pave the way for a sustain-
able deployment of 5G services.

According to a news report, the Pakistan Tele-
commumnication Authority (PTA) has engaged Na-
tional Economic Research Associates Inc. (NERA),
a comnsultancy firm, to devise a 3G spectrum alloca-
tion policy framework. The consultancy is assessing
the telecom sector’s financial health and exploring
innovative auction models to attract investment and
support the next phase of connectivity.

NERA has held discussions with major telecom
operators, focusing on issues such as taxation, hand-
set affordability, and spectrum pricing. Operators
have called for moratoriums on payments and quali-
ty-of-service requirements, along with a formal recog-
nition of the telecom sector as an industry to address

Spectrum availability remains a key concern,
with the current 140 MHz allocation in the 2600
MHz band deemed insufficient for optimal 3G de-
ployment. Telecom operators have urged for a bal-
anced allocation framework to ensure equitable ac-
cess and network sustainability. Telecom operators
also highlighted the need for a phased “4G for all”
approach to address existing connectivity challenges
before transitioning to 5G. An official from a lead-
ing telecom company stated, “5G must be built on a
robust policy framework that ensures it benefits the
general consumer while enabling sustainable growth
for operators.” The industry awaits NERA’s recom-
mendations, which are expected to shape Pakistan’s
3G strategy and support a competitive and inclusive
telecommunications ecosystem. The telecom sec-
tor in Pakistan has seen significant progress, but as
the world moves towards 6G and IoT, the country’s
regulatory framework is showing limitations. China
is leading in telecommunications and aims to be a
global 6G leader. China recently launched an exper-
imental satellite for terahertz signal transmission, a
step towards 6G.

‘While current regulations worked for 3G and 4G,
they need updating for 5G and [oT. Pakistan needs
regulatory reforms to support these advanced tech-
nologies. Spectrum auction practices should be re-
vamped to make 5G feasible for operators. Shifting
spectrum payments to Pakistani rupees could stabi-
lise costs amid currency fluctuations. Encouraging
license and mfrastructure sharing would aid cost-ef-
fective deployment, especially in rural areas.

A supportive regulatory environment is crucial
for telecom operators to invest confidently in Paki-
stan’s digital future. The right policies will accelerate
3G and IoT adoption, positioning Pakistan as a dig-
itally competitive nation globally. To unlock 5G and
IoT potential, Pakistan must undertake significant
regulatory reforms. The current framework doesn’t
cater to next-gen innovations. Reforms in spectrum
pricing, currency stability, tax incentives, infrastruc-
ture-sharing, and internet reliability are vital for a
thriving telecom sector. Addressing these gaps will
pave the way for Pakistan's digital economy powered
by 5G and IoT, fostering growth and competitiveness.

As of August 2024, 63% of Pakistan's population
owns a smartphone, and 81% of adults reside in areas
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5G launch in

Pakistan hits snags
due to internet

restriction,

underuse

ol spectrum

'Telecom operators in Pakistan have outlined critical
prerequisites for the rollout of 5G, including local

currency paymentg,

staggered payment

plans,

reduced taxes, and adequate spectrum availability in
the 2600 MHz band. These conditions aim to address
industry challenges and pave the way for sustainable

deployment of 5G services

with 3G or 4G network coverage. However, only 23%
of the population is subscribed to mobile internet
services. In December 2022, broadband penetration
in Pakistan was 55.81%, with 192.78 million cellu-
lar subscribers. As of July 2024, Pakistan’s mobile
internet penetration stood at 55.07%. Challenges to
connecting the unconnected in Pakistan include high
spectrum prices, limited access to affordable devices,
a 15% advance income tax, and a 19.5% sales tax on
mobile services.

Foreign consultants engaged by
the Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA) have
highlighted critical policy,
business, and administrative
challenges that could impede
the rollout of 5G spectrum tech-
nology targeted for April 2025

Pakistan’s broadband policies encompass price
reductions for infrastructure use, unified licensing
for service providers, anmual broadband penetration
targets, incentives for content and e-commerce devel-
opment, and the reduction of price and tax barriers
on broadband. Administrative restrictions on internet
services, insufficient use of existing spectrum, and
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auction of next-generation spectrum against foreign
exchange instead of local currency were reported to
be key factors highlighted by the existing players in
the market. The consultants will submit their final
report in due course. The government has set April
2025 as the target date for the 5G spectrum auction.

The consultants shared different price-determin-
ing factors for the 5G auction. They reported that
most countries have moved to local currency-based
auctions, and a few others, including Pakistan, were
still looking for foreign exchange mflows, which
could limit the competiion and thus affect the bid
price as well as subsequent investment for technology
rollout. They also noted that some of the existing op-
erators were not very upbeat about the coming auc-
tion because of capacity limitations due to economic
conditions and administrative restrictions.

Various government and telecommmnication
sector stakeholders have been debating the trade-off
between rolling out next-generation telecom service
at rates conducive to growth and expansion in broad-
band facilities and higher foreign exchange earnings.

The consultants also indicated that they would
come up with a model that balanced both objectives
but suggested that this would require the government
to minimize traffic and content restrictions.

Some of the cellular operators have been com-
plaining about the anfi-expansion and growth
environment for the IT sector in the country, be-
cause of which the country had not been able to
sufficiently leverage even the 4G spectrum launched

three years ago.
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Popularity of online
sports betting is on
the rise in Pakistan

Gambling has become widespread in Pakistan. The
illegal gambling industry has exploded over the past few
decades and has now turned into a multi-billion dollar

industry. Even though it is prohibited by law, many
Pakistani citizens gamble regularly, mainly online

1 a materialistic society, many individuals are

drawn to the allure of acquiring wealth easily

and without facing obstacles. They are drawn

to shortcuts to satisfy their desires for luxurious
homes, expensive cars, high-end gadgets, and a lavish
lifestyle. The popularity of online sports betting is in-
creasing in Pakistan, with bookmakers offering digi-
tal services contributing to its global reach. To pursue
their dreams, people participate in sports betting on
games like cricket, football, and hockey, hoping to
earn quick money through luck. International sports
betting platforms offer convenient ways for users to
place bets from their mobile devices, including live
betting options with changing odds during the game.
However, the world of betting involves various other
factors such as frustration, stress, financial pressures,
and more. Gambling has become widespread in Pa-
kistan. The illegal gambling industry has exploded
over the past few decades and has now turned into
a multi-billion dollar industry. Even though it is pro-
hibited by law, many Pakistani citizens gamble regu-
larly, mainly online.

Online gambling is prohibited in Pakistan due
to Islamic laws. It is illegal for online sportsbooks to
acquire licenses in the country. While regulated gam-
bling operators are subject to the laws of the country
where they are licensed, they are mot permitted to
operate within Pakistan. This means they can offer
online betting services to an international audience,
including Pakistani bettors, but cannot launch opera-
tions within the country. The top betting sites in Pa-
kastan typically focus on popular sports such as crick-
et, football, hockey, horse racing, squash, and tennis.
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Cricket holds a special place in Pakistani culture,
emerging as the most beloved sport in the nation. The
sport gained even more popularity after Pakistan's
victory in the 1992 World Cup, led by Imran Khan,
who later became the prime minister. Cricket played
a significant role in unifying people across different
social classes in Pakistan, as it provided a common
ground for individuals to come together and enjoy
the sport. Despite its wide-
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last few years. Most youngsters use betting apps on
their smartphones, while easy internet access makes
it easy for them to indulge in this hobby. They get
excited by betting on their favourite games, especially
cricket. However, its legality, the risks it carries, and
its social impact are serious concerns in this regard.

Cricket is not only a sport in Pakistan but a pas-
sion that unites millions of hearts. The throwing of
bets on cricket games gives a fan another form of ex-
citement about the game. Many international betting
sports platforms provide users with hassle-free ways
of placing bets from their phones, also by adding live
betting options for odds that keep changing during
the game. But despite it being quite an exciting phe-
nomenon, online betting in Pakistan is shrouded in
mystery regarding its legality. There are many games
like ludo, chess, and cards where online gambling
dominates to attract the young generation for mak-
ing easy money. These online betting apps are mak-
ing more efforts to ran ads on social media websites
by targeting local audiences. Once only adults could
gamble by hiding offline, but for now, everyone can
reach it online.

Every form of gambling is restricted in Paldistan.
But enforcement laws remain weak enough to offer
scope for international betting websites carrying out
unrestricted operations. These apps have gained at-
traction among young individuals in Pakistan, who
use them on their smartphones for convenient access
to stake their money. While online betting offers
excitement and convenience, it also raises concerns
about legality, risks of addiction, and social implica-
tions. The government faces challenges in regulating
online betting effectively, and there is a need for a
structured approach to address these issues. Respon-
sible gambling practices, awareness campaigns, and
support systems can help mitigate the negative im-
pacts of online betting on individuals and society.

Online gambling may increase rates of disor-
dered gambling due to its high degree of accessibili-
ty, immersive interface, and simply spending money
for these activities. The problem of college students
developing an addiction to internet gambling has re-
ceived increased attention recently in Pakistan. The
availability of online gambling sites and the perva-
sive use of mobile devices have put a lot of college
students at risk of developing a gambling addiction.
Teenagers engage in both regulated and non-regulat-
ed forms of gambling. Different forms of non-regu-
lated gambling activities include skill-based games,
dice, sports betting, and card games among peers.
Online gambling has opened the doors for entrepre-
neurs to be involved in fraud, theft, extortion, and
money laundering in the gambling sites. This study
through a questionnaire survey investigates the expo-
nential growth of online gambling.

The Indian Enforcement Directorate (ED) had
discovered a Pakistani angle in the Magicwin betting
app case for the first ime, NDTV reported quoting
sources.

According to the report, the betting app is owned
by a Pakistani national, and money has been sent

spread popularity, Pakistan
has faced challenges in

International sports betting Dubai.

from India to Pakistan via

Several actors and ce-

hosting international crick-platforms offer convenient Ways e sisies from big and small

et matches due to security f
e Or users

to place bets from  soeens  have  promoted

To engage i online hejr mobile devices, including  The ED officials have

betting discreetly, Paki-

stani bettors often opt for live betting options with chang-
ing odds during the game

e-wallets, prepaid cards, or
vouchers to handle trans-

already questioned actors
Mallika Sherawat and Poo-

ja Banerjee. They were

actions with sports betting

sites. E-wallets like Payz, NETELLER, and Skrill
are commeonly used for depositing and withdrawing
funds from sportsbook accounts in Pakistan. Credit
card transactions may incur interest charges based
on the terms between the sportsbook and the credit
card company.

Several popular betting apps are available in
Pakistan, including lxbet, Bet363, 22Bet, Betway,
Parimatch, B.C. Game, Betfair, Stake, William Hill,
Megapari, 20Bet, 888sport, BetWinner, Mostbet,
Dafabet, Jackpot Magic - Casino Slots, Melbet,
Sportsbet, Unibet, Fezbe, and ProBet. Online betting
has been a high -trend activity in Pakistan over the

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

summoned by the ED over
the weekend, and at least seven more celebrities
would be summeoned in the coming weeks, the re-
port added. The ED probe has found that Magicwin
is a betting website that has been shown as a gaming
website. The Indian nationals living in Dubai oper-
ate the betting app, and the games available on the
website are run in the Philippines and other coun-
tries where betting is legal.

The report further mentions that the games’ Ap-
plication Programming Interface (API) is copied
from other sources and rebroadcast on Magicwin.
The app has many social media accounts which it
uses to promote itself in India.
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MAMAGEMENT SERYICES

We are excited to announce the signing of a strategic Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between Imperial Hotel Management Services and City Scape. This partnership marks a significant
milestone in both companies’ commitment to enhancing the hospitality and urban living experience.
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India irked as Pakistan,
Bangladesh pledge
strong trade ties

A significant milestone was achieved with the signing of
an MoU between the Trading Corporation of Pakistan
(TCP) and the Directorate General of Food, Bangladesh
to facilitate rice exports from Pakistan to Bangladesh

akistan and Bangladesh, two countries that

were once a unified nation, are now seek-

ing to normalise their ties for the benefit of

their people and business communities. Ef-
forts to improve bilateral relations have been going
on since the ouster of former Bangladeshi premier
Hasina. The Modi government has expressed con-
cerns and accused Pakistan of pressuring traders in
Bangladesh to import goods from Pakistan. There
are also reports of officials in Bangladesh's ship-
ping ministry suggesting a review of the India-Ban-
gladesh shipping pact, which granted India access
to Chittagong and Mongla ports.

Pakistan has taken proactive steps to enhance
trade relations with Bangladesh, with a Pakistani
trade delegation led by FPCCI participating in the
Bangladesh-Pakistan Business Forum in Dhaka.
The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce & Industries (FBCCI) organised the Forum,
where FPCCI and FBCCI signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) to establish the Paki-
stan-Bangladesh Joint Business Council (JBC) to
facilitate trade between the two countries. Various
industries and sectors, including electronics, cars,
industrial machinery, textiles, garments and leath-
er among others were represented at the Business
Forum.

Both countries have emphasised the importance
of utilising regional organisations like SAARC
and OIC to strengthen trade relations. The Paki-
stani trade delegation also held meetings with key
officials in Bangladesh, including the Minister for
Commerce and representatives from BIDA and
FBCCI. The delegation discussed trade promotion
activities, delegation exchanges, and single-country
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exhibitions to boost bilateral trade. Positive devel-
opments include an initial order of sugar from Pa-
kistani exporters and a high demand for raw fabric
from Bangladesh. The delegation will also explore
opportunities for cooperation at the Dhaka Inter-
national Trade Fair (DITF) to stay abreast of in-
ternational industry trends. A significant milestone
was achieved with the signing of an Mol between
the Trading Corporation of Pakistan (TCP) and
the Directorate General of Food, Bangladesh to fa-
cilitate rice exports from Pakistan to Bangladesh.
The signing ceremony was attended by officials
from both countries, signalling a commitment to
strengthening economic ties. The recent arrival of
a cargo vessel from Karachi at the Chittagong port
underscores the growing trade and maritime rela-
tions between Pakistan and Bangladesh.

The vessel, carrying essential industrial materi-
als and goods, highlights the increasing economic
cooperation between the two nations.

India’s concerns about the strengthening ties
between Pakistan and Bangladesh are evident, es-
pecially regarding maritime activities at the stra-
tegically located Chittagong port. The removal of
cargo inspection requirements for Pakistani vessels
in Bangladesh has raised apprehensions in India
about potential security risks. Overall, the efforts to
enhance trade and economic cooperation between
Pakistan and Bangladesh are a positive step towards
fostering stronger relations and mutual prosperity
for both countries.

Muhammad Yunus, the 84-year-old Nobel lau-
reate, who took over as leader of Bangladesh's inter-
im administration in August, is a staunch opponent
of Ms Hasina’s policies, which were fundamentally
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pro-India and anti-Pakistan. Since he came to pow-
er, one of his areas of focus has been improving re-
lations with Islamabad.

A major development in this regard was to imi-
tiate direct maritime connectivity between the two
Muslim-majority nations, which once shared a
joint state. In November, Chinese cargo ship MV
Yuan Xian Fa Zhong' from Karachi, arrived in
Chittagong, marking the first-ever direct maritime
contact between the two countries in over five de-
cades- since Bangladesh was formed in 1071.

Yunus has also met the Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter twice since August. The latest meeting was in
Egypt’s Cairo on the sidelines of the )-8 summit.

In response, Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf
called Bangladesh a “brotherly country” and ex-
pressed optimism on enhancing Islamabad and
Dhaka ties and siressed the need for a strategic
partnership. Both leaders also “agreed to strength-
en relations between the two countries through in-
creased trade, commerce, and exchange of sports
and cultural delegations”, as per the statement from
Yumus’ office.

Bangladesh Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad
Yunus and Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
have agreed to strengthen relations between the two
countries through increased trade, commerce, and
exchange of sports and cultural delegations.

The two leaders also expressed their desire to
extend cooperation in new areas such as the sugar
industry and dengue management when they held
a meeting at a hotel in the Egyptian capital, Cairo,
on the sidelines of the D-8 summit.

Yumus and Sharif discussed issues of mutual
interest, including the revival of the Saarc—a key
feature of the foreign policy announced by the chief
adviser after he took over as the head of the interim
government.

Sharif said the 1974 tripartite agreement in-
volving Bangladesh, Pakistan, and India settled
things, “but if there are other outstanding issues,”
he would be happy to look at them. Yunus said it
would be nice to resolve things “once and for all for
the future generations.”

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif called
for a strategic relationship between Dhaka and Is-
lamabad.

*“We are really looking forward to strengthening
our relationship with our brotherly country Bangla-
desh,” Sharif said.

He hailed Yumus for his initiative to revive Saarc
and Bangladesh to work on the possibility of hold-
ing a summit of the regional body.

“This is a top priority,” Professor Yunus told
Sharif.

“T am a big fan of the idea of Saarc. [ keep harp-
ing on the issue. I want a summit of Saarc leaders
even if it is only for a photo session because that
will carry a strong message,” he said. The Pakistan
Prime Minister offered technical support to bet-
ter manage Bangladesh’s state-run sugar mills. He
condoled the deaths from the dengue outbreak in
Bangladesh and added Dhaka could benefit from
Pakistan's experience in combating the disease.

Efforts to improve bilateral
relations have been going on
since the ouster of former
Bangladeshi premier Hasina

“Chur fight against dengue in Punjab about a de-
cade ago was hailed as world-class. We can send
a delegate to Bangladesh to share our experience
with Bangladeshi officials,” he said.

Yunus thanked Sharif for his support and hoped
Pakistan and Bangladesh would continue these ef-
forts. Pakistan's foreign minister, Ishaq Dar, and
Professor Yunus's Special Envoy Lutfey Siddigi,
were among others present on the occasion.

Siddigi invited Pakistan foreign minister Dar to
visit Bangladesh in February on his way to a Malay-
sia tour, and he accepted the offer.

Pakistan Prime Minister Sharif also invited Pro-
fessor Yunus to visit Pakistan at his convenience.
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t is crucial to bring to the government's atten-

tion that 95 million people in Pakistan are living

in poverty, with the country having the lowest

per capita income in South Asia. Many individ-
uals, like myself, have been saving money for Hajj for
the past 10 years but have been unable to apply due
to the continuous hike of the rates associated with
the pilgrimage. The government’s recent announce-
ment of the Hajj policy seems to overlook the needs
of the average and impowverished citizens who aspire
to perform Hajj but their savings do not match the
increased rates set to perform this religious obliga-
tiom.

The government needs to provide subsidies to
those who are deserving, as wealthy individuals of-
ten opt for private Hajj experiences in 5-star hotels
with facilities instead of utilising the government
scheme. By offering subsidies to deserving Hajjis, the
government can ensure that proper data is collected
and that those who truly wish to perform Hajj are
not left behind. This presents a significant challenge
that the government must address. Hajj is the 5th pil-
lar of Islam but the costs associated with performing
Hajj have skyrocketed, giving rise to distress and dis-
may among the aspirants.

In 2018, the cost of performing Hajj stood at Rs
270,000, but this year, it has spiralled to a staggering
Rs1,175,000, while the additional cost for the sacri-
fice will be Rs55,000. This substantial increase has
placed an immense burden on the faithful who as-
pired to fulfil their religious duty.

For millions across the Muslim world, perform-
ing Hajj is the dream of a lifetime, and many peo-
ple save money for the pilgrimage for decades. Yet,
due to the prevailing global economic situation, their
hopes may remain unfulfilled, as matters of the spirit
are also affected by harsh earthly economic realities.

The government has recerved 72,000 applica-
tions for this year's Hajj pilgrimage under the official
scheme after an extended deadline from December 3
to December 10 to submit applications.

Saudi Arabia has allotted Pakistan a total quota
of 179,210 pilgrims for the upcoming Hajj, to be di-
vided equally between the government and private
schemes. Around 15 designated Pakistani banks
started on November 18 receiving applications for
Hajj 2025 from intending pilgrims.

The religious affairs ministry announced the
country’s Hajj 2025 policy last month, under which
pilgrims can pay fees for the annual pilgrimage in in-
stallments for the first time.

Under the government scheme, the first install-
ment of Hajj dues, Rs200,000 ($717), must be depos-
ited along with the Hajj application, while a second
installment of Rs400,000 ($1,435) has to be depos-
ited within ten days of the balloting. The remaining
amount has to be deposited by February 10 next year.

Pakistan’s religious affairs ministry has launched
the “Pak Hajj 2025" mobile application to guide and
facilitate pilgrims. The app is available for both An-
droid and iPhone users.

The Pakistan government has also announced a
significant reduction in airfares for Hajj 2025, with
a Rs14,000 drop in ticket prices. Pilgrims enrolled
in the federal program will now pay Rs220,000 for
airfare, down from last year's Rs234,000. National
carrier Pakistan International Airlines (PIA), Saudi
Airlines, and other private airlines have agreed to the
relief package, according to the Pakistan government
officials. The minister said 89,605 seats each have
been reserved for the government and the private
Hajj schemes, respectively.

Under the Government Hajj Scheme, the tradi-
tional long stay will be 38 to 42 days, and the short
stay will be 20 to 25 days. Each organised private
Hajj group must consist of at least 2,000 pilgrims as
per Sandi regulations, the minister said.

The instalment of Hajj dues, amounting to
Rs200,000 mmst be deposited along with the Hajj
application under the Government Hajj Scheme,
while the second instalment of Rs400,000 must be
deposited within 10 days of balloting. The remaining
amount must be deposited by February 10.

There would be no deduction for refunds if an
application is withdrawn before the last date of
submission. However, there will be a deduction of
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Average citizens seek
[inancial support
from the government
Hajj

Manyindividuals, like myself, have beensavingmoneyfor
Hajj for the past 10 years but have been unable to apply
due to the continuous hike of the rates associated with
the pilgrimage. The government’s announcement of the
Hajj policy seems to overlook the needs of the average

and impoverished citizens

who aspire to perform Hajj

but their savings do not match the increased rates set to
perform this religious obligation

Rs50,000 on a refund of the first instalment after the
balloting. A deduction of Rs200,000 will be made if
the third instalment is not deposited.

Saudi Arabia has issued stringent health regula-
tions for Hajj 2025, banning pilgrims with certain
medical conditions, while Egypt has revoked the
licences of 36 travel agencies for Hajj-related viola-
tions, officials from both countries said.

In 2018, the cost of performing
Hajj stood at Rs 270,000, but
this year, it has spiralled to a
staggering Rsl 175,000, while

the additional cost for the sacri-
fice will be Re55,000. This sub-
stantial increase has placed an
immense burden on the faithful
who aspired to fulfill their reli-
gious duty

The Saudi Ministry of Hajj and Umrah has in-
formed Pakistan’s Ministry of Religious Affairs that
individuals with complex medical conditions will
not be permitted to perform Hajj next year, citing

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

concerns over adverse weather conditions.

A spokesman for Pakistan’s religious affairs min-
istry said the ban extends to people with kidney,
heart, lung and liver diseases, as well as cancer pa-
tients. Those suffering from dementia, communi-
cable diseases such as tuberculosis and whooping
cough, children under 12 and pregnant women will
be barred from participating. The new regulations
also mandate immunisation against meningitis,
COVID-19, seasonal influenza and polio for all pil-
grims. These measures come in the wake of the June
2024 Hajj, which coincided with scorching heat and
resulted in over 1,300 deaths, mostly among undoc-
umented pilgrims who trekked long distances under
the sun, according to Saudi authorities.

Meanwhile, Egypt’s government has taken ac-
tion against travel agencies found to have violated
Hajj-related laws. State media reported that 36 agen-
cies have had their licences revoked for organising
illegal trips for unregistered Egyptian pilgrims during
the past Hajj season.

These companies reportedly sent pilgrims to Sau-
di Arabia on visit visas, which do not permit holders
to perform Hajj rites in and around Mecca.

The aftermath of this year's Hajj pilgrimage has
sparked widespread investigations and concerns
across the Muslim world, with countries grappling
with pilgrim deaths, disappearances and allegations
of fraud.
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The poor severely

affected by

the

deregulation of
medicine prices

The government should consider reducing the prices
of such medicines and withdrawing deregulating
pharmaceutical companies allowing them to sell these
medicines at their discretion, potentially profiting off
the hard-earned money of the common man

t the age of 40 years and above, every-

one may require food supplements,

multi-mineral vitamins, and other rele-

vant medicines to boost immunity and
fight diseases. But the government has deregulated
the prices of the supplement drugs which is painful
for the old-aged persons whose financial condition
does not afford the upped duge prices. The govern-
ment should reduce the prices of such medicines
and withdraw deregulating pharmaceutical compa-
nies allowing them to sell these medicines at their
discretion, potentially profiting off the hard-earned
money of the common man. This practice is often
disguised as selling non-essential medicines to de-
ceive the public. The federal cabinet, based on the
recommendationfrom the Ministry of National
Health, has approved proposals to deregulate the
prices of drugs that are not included in the national
list of essential medicines.

The prices of medicines other than essential
medicines in the national list are exempted from the
Drugs Act, of 1976 and necessary amendments will
‘be made in the Dirug Pricing Policy 2018. As per the
Drug Policy 2018, the market retail price of phar-
maceutical products became linked to the Consom-
er Price Index (CFI) on July 1, 2018. This pricing
mechanism enables pharmaceutical companies to
notify the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan
(DRAP) of price increases 30 days in advance with-
out the need for prior approval.

This shift has provided much-needed flexibil-
ity to pharmaceutical firms, allowing them to ad-
just prices to reflect market conditions. By aligning
prices with inflation and currency fluctuations,
companies have managed to stabilise production of
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medicines that were previously at risk of becoming
unavailable due to pricing constraints, the experts
added.

The DRAP pricing policy 2018 classifies drugs
into two categories: essential and non-essential. Es-
sential drug prices can be increased by up to 70%
of the annual CPI or a maximum of 7%. On the
other hand, for non-essential drugs prices can be
increased by the full anmal CPI, with a maximum
allowable limit of 10%.

To recall, in May'23, the Cabinet approved a
one-time dispensation, allowing manufacturers
and importers to increase

FLARE REPORT M
cal and multinational companies, with local firms
holding a substantial share of the market. Notable
players include Getz Pharma, The Searle Com-
pany, and Ferozsons Laboratories. Multinational
companies such as Glaxo Smith Kline (GSK) and
Abbott Laboratories also play a crucial role.

Meanwhile, a report highlighted that the sig-
nificant price hikes were largely driven by the gov-
ernment’s approval of deregulating drug prices for
non-essential categories and a one-time price in-
crease for 146 drugs in February 2024.

“To recall, the government approved deregula-
tion of non-essential drugs on February 6, 2024.
However, on February 22, 2024, the Lahore Court
stayed the implementation of this decision to seek
clarification from the Federal Government.

“Later, on April 2, 2024, the Lahore High Court
ruled in favour of the pharmaceutical industry, thus
vacating the stay order against the deregulation of
Maximum Retail Prices (MRPs) of drugs,” the re-
port noted.

“We reiterate our previous stance ... that the de-
regulation of the pharmaceutical sector will enable
companies to efficiently pass on costs to consumers
and subsequently return to their historic gross mar-
gins,” the report stated.

Deregulation of non-essential drugs to drive
gross margins: The benefit of deregulation of
non-essential drog prices is not fully visible in com-
panies dominated by higher non-essential drugs in
their revenue mix like AGP and SEARL. In our
view and based on the guidance from management,
the actual improvement in margins was partially
visible in the Dec 2024 quarter, while more than
90% of the impact will be seen by March 2025.
Around 70% of AGP’s portfolio comprises non-es-
sential products on a standalone basis and 50% on
a consolidated basis. Based on this, we expect the
company to post gross margins of 56.1% and 57.5%
in 2025 and 2026, respectively, from 53.7% in 2024.
This will continue to keep the company at the top
of the industry in terms of GP margins.

Looking ahead, there are discussions on fur-
ther deregulation or introducing hybrid pricing
models to balance market freedom with public wel-
fare. Industry stakeholders believe that such mea-
sures could attract investment, foster growth, and
strengthen Pakistan's position in the global pharma-
ceutical landscape.

While the reform is still in its early stages, it has
set the tone for a more dynamic and self-reliant
pharmaceutical sector. As the industry adapts to
this new framework, its ability to address economic
and operational challenges will determine the ex-
tent of its success.

The poverty rate in Pakistan is increasing rap-
idly and has reached a dangerous level and the in-
come of the layman must grow to reduce poverty
otherwise society would face serious problems.

Despite the reduction in inflation, nothing es-
sential has become cheaper, which is surprising.
People are more concerned about procuring for
themselves sustenance and they are less interested
in statistics regarding re-

SOCIAL |

the MRPs of essential
drugs and biologicals by
up to 70% of the increase
in CPIL, capped at 14%.
For non-essential biologi-
cals, the MRP increase is
linked to the rise in CPI,
capped at 20%, based on

The prices of medicines
other than essential medicines 4 i a report that the
in the national list are exempted poverty rate in Pakistan

from the Drugs Aet of 1976 and
necessary amendments will be

ceding inflation.
The World Bank has

in 2024 was 25.3 per cent,
which is 7 per cent more
than in 2023, due to which

another 13 million people

the average CPI from July made in the Drug Pricing have been trapped in the
1922 to April 1923. . mire of poverty.

It has a positive im- PO]ILF 2018 The report said that
pact on the profitability the increase in poverty has

of pharmaceutical companies including Haleon,
Abot, AGF and Hinoon with a significant propor-
tion of non-essential products.

It is observed that the pharmaceutical industry
achieved sales of RsO16 billion in FY24, a 22%
year-on-year (YoY) increase in PKR terms and a
7% YoY rise in USD terms, stated brokerage house
Topline Securities, citing data from IQVIA, a lead-
ing healthcare data company.

Pakistan's pharmaceutical sector is a mix of lo-
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further worsened the condition of the poor people
as 3 million people have fallen below the poverty
line in 2024, which refutes claims of improved liv-
ing standards.

The government should pay attention to the
people'’s declining living standards, stop artificial
price increases, and increase the amount allocated
for the Benazir Income Support Program by at least
Rs 200 billion. This will help the increasing mumber
of people below the poverty line.

JANUARY, 2025



Mgz taci Py

WNVLN
2 W
;_-._ 153T10D HLIWS Ac SNOSYVYd

BLNOYOL £ [INOWIIE(] mw._

40 ALISHIAIND

amr

L

uOHEmE uropmogg ﬂ%..h Jw“_/mw_ou Stiodr

San %

PP usonsomioN | E%Mm Szl

m m - J < : h o < mm..m_,:OU%w:ﬂHH D>z E ALISYIAINN o”%”
e YO & %@%@% L ooz
z < m m n . ADATION

LODLLDANNOD)

¢ AJISIoATU() /

ELSUINNT NOAaNOT
.:,;_\.____,.___JM.M._ ___.:mE}_z:E_u:




SALNNIWN ZZVT SST1ON3

FONVHNSNI LISANVYH M002

#¢/8+ 300

avoT00Sg'sy

U
r
C
&

=
(@
y 4
=
T
.
>
P
&)
-
G
s

(WYNIHD

YIvHLSNY ‘YaOvYNYD

mmﬁ%(J()s;1[

H3IHLIO

o%

WSN) SALNNIN LN

Business News Magazine

fter a blistering rally in Bitcoin last year,

crypto investors and industry execu-

tives expecting the flagship cryptocur-

rency to hit new all-time highs in 2025.
In December, the world’s largest cryptocurrency
broke the highly anticipated $100,000, setting a
record high price above that following the nomi-
nation of cryptocurrency supporter Paul Atkins by
Domnald Trump to lead the US securities regulator,
boosting hopes that the incoming president will de-
regulate the industry. Satoshi Nakamoto, the mys-
terious creator of Bitcoin, introduced the concept
in a white paper in October 2008, proposing a de-
centralized electronic cash system. The true iden-
tity of Nakamoto remains unknown, with various
theories circulating. Despite claims by individuals
like Craig Wright, the High Court in London ruled
that he was not Nakamoto. Bitcoin has faced crit-
icism for its use in illegal transactions on the dark
web and as the preferred currency for ransomware
payments.

The industry has seen high-profile bankruptcies
and legal issues, including the sentencing of figures
like Changpeng Zhao and Sam Bankman-Fried.
The crypto sector continues to advocate for reg-
ulatory clarity, with Bitcoin's value driven by fac-
tors like Trump's election victory and regulatory
developments. The digital currency operates on
blockchain technology, with a limited supply of 21
million coins set to be reached by 2140. Trump's
support for Bitcoin has shifted over time, with his
administration making moves to embrace digital
assets. The SEC, under new leadership, has taken
steps to allow wider public access to cryptocur-
rencies through financial products like ETFs. De-
spite its volatility and controversies Bitcoin's rise
is reshaping the financial landscape and gaining
legitimacy. Trump’s potential plans for a strategic
reserve of bitcoins in the US could further boost
the currency’s acceptance globally. Cryptocurren-
cies, including Bitcoin, have faced scrutiny for their
environmental impact due to energy-intensive min-
ing processes.

Bitcoin was officially launched on January 3,
2009, but there was no standard pricing available
before mid-2010 due to the absence of exchanges.
Data became available in July 2010 and has been
accessible since then. In 2010, the most expensive
pizzas were purchased when a Bitcoin owner of-
fered 10,000 bitcoins for two pizzas, marking the
first real-world transaction using virtual currency.
Historical data from Investing.com shows that
Bitcoin’s price did not exceed $0.40 per bitcoin in
2010 but reached that level in early 2011. By June
2011, the price had surged to nearly $30, a signif-
icant increase from previous months. However, it
ended the year at $4.70 after a sharp decline. In
2012, Bitcoin consolidated and gradually gained
strength throughout the year. By the end of the
year, it closed at §13.50, near its yearly highs. The
year 2013 marked a significant rise in Bitcoin’s
popularity as it attracted more attention beyond
tech enthusiasts. The first Bitcoin ATM was in-
stalled in Vancouver, the price had doubled to over
$40. The momentum continued, with Bitcoin sur-
passing $100 in April and reaching $230 in just a
few days. Despite fluctuations, Bitcoin ended 2013
at $13,850, reflecting a breakthrough vear for the
cryptocurrency.

The government of Pakistan is proposing
amendments to the Central Bank Act in order to
recognise digital currencies and empower ifs state
bank to govern central bank digital currencies (CB-
DCs) in a step to exercise autonomy over the cryp-
to economy in the south-Asian country. Pakistan’s
move has closely followed the trajectory of its
neighbour India which has actively promoted CB-
DCs but remained sceptical of cryptocurrencies.

As per Pakistan media reports, the union gov-
ernment is going to introduce several amendments
to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBF) Act including
official recognition of digital currencies. If this
proposal is accepted then, digital currencies will be
accepted as legal tender throughout the country for
the first time.

Moreover, these changes will give the Central

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Free download: flare.pk

Waleed Akhtar

INSIGHT |

1T'he surprising truth
about Bitcoin starting

=

from $0.40

In December, the world’s largest cryptocurrency
broke the highly anticipated $100,000, setting a record
high price above that following the nomination of
cryptocurrency supporter Paul Atkins by Donald Trump
to lead the US securities regulator, boosting hopes that
the iIncoming president will deregulate the industry

Bank full control over these digital assets, they will
regulate, issue, and manage them in digital and
physical forms. The proposal describes digital cur-
rency as “a digital form of currency issued by the
bank under section 24 as legal tender under section
25.1'.'

Section 24 gives the SBP the authority to issue
banknotes, which are recognised as legal tender un-
der Section 23.

Previously the State Bank of Pakistan issued
a public warning to digital currencies such as Bit-
coin, Litecoin, and more saying these tokens were
not considered legal tender in Fakistan. The regu-

In 2010, the most expensive
pizzas were purchased when a
Bitcoin owner offered 10,000
bitcoins for two pizzas, marking
the first real-world transaction
using virtual currency

lations raised their concern about these currencies
as they could be used in illegal activities and also
noted that there is no legal protection in such cases.
Pakistan has been trying to avoid getting listed on
the “grey list” of the Financial Action Task Force(-
FATF) and one of its conditions is to avoid the le-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

galisation of cryptocurrencies.

The ongoing debate between Bitcoin and Gold
has been a topic of discussion for decades people
have become more interested in financial freedom.
Bitcoin, with its decentralised nature, has emerged
as a challenger to Gold, a traditional investment
option and store of value. As both assets reach
their peak, the question of which is a better invest-
ment becomes more significant, especially with
the rising prices of Gold and Bitcoin. Investors are
now contemplating where to allocate their funds in
December.

Bitcoin has gained popularity as an investment
due to its decentralised structure and high returns.
The price of Bitcoin has recently surpassed $100k,
currently trading at $103.3k, marking a significant
milestone from its previous value. In contrast,
Gold, with a history of 5,000 years, has been a
sought-after asset for centuries. However, Bitcoin
has emerged as a strong competitor in recent years,
sparking the debate between Bitcoin and Gold in-
vestments. Even Federal Reserve Chair Powell has
encouraged people to compare Bitcoin to Gold
rather than traditional currencies. The year 2024
has been eventful for various financial markets,
including cryptocurrencies, leading to discussions
about the merits of investing in Bitcoin versus Gold
before the year concludes. To make an informed
decision, it is essential to analyze four key parame-
ters to determine the better investment option.
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lixperience innovation first: Pre-book
the vivo V40 5G in Pakistan now!

he recently launched vivo V40 5G, crafi-

ed in co-engineered with ZEISS, is set to

transform smartphone photography, par-

ticularly for those who have a passion for
portrait photography and videography. This device
seamlessly blends innovative technology with us-
er-centric features, making it an excellent choice for
anyone looking to elevate their mobile imaging ex-
perience.

For those eager to experience this inmovative
smartphone, the vivo V40 5G is currently available
for pre-order at an attractive price of PKR 139,990,
offered in two eye-catching colors: Nebula Purple
and Moonlight White. The official sale is scheduled
to commence on October 8, 2024. With its advanced
photography features and impressive overall per-
formance, the vivo V40 3G, in collaboration with
ZEISS, presents an exciting opportunity for anyone
looking for a premium smartphone experience.

Central to the V40 3G’s camera capabilities is its
SO0MP ZEISS OIS Main Camera, engineered to cap-
ture exceptionally detailed and vibrant photographs,
even in low-light environments. With Optical Image
Stabilization (OIS), users can expect sharp and clear
images, significantly reducing blur. Portrait aficiona-
dos will find the ZEISS Style Bokeh effects particu-
larly appealing, as they create a captivating depth-
of-field effect that expertly highlights subjects against
a beautifully blurred background. Complementing
these features is the Al Aura Light Portrait capabili-

ty, paired with AT 3D Studio Lighting introduced for
the first time in V40, it ensures optimal lighting for
portraits, even when conditions are less than ideal.
For those interested in videography, the V40 5G
offers a suite of advanced features designed to en-
hance the mobile filmmaking experience. The ZEISS

Cinematic Video Bokeh provides a sophisticated
oval bokeh effect that mimics the look of traditional
cinema, and the device’s 2:39:1 aspect ratio lends a
classic film-like guality to videos. Additionally, the
ZEISS Focus Transition feature allows for smooth
focus adjustments, keeping the main subject in sharp
relief throughout the footage.

The design and display of the vivo V40 5G also
merit attention. At just 7.58 mm, it is the slimmest

smartphone in vivo's lineup, featuring a robust
3500mAh battery that guarantees long-lasting use.
The 120Hz 3D Curved Screen delivers an immersive
visual experience, making it ideal for both gaming
and media consumption. With a peak brightness of
4500 nits, the display remains vibrant and clear, even
in bright sunlight, while the refined Gemini Ring
design on the rear camera module adds a touch of
elegance.

Performance-wise, the vivo V40 5G is powered
by the Qualcomm Snapdragon® 7 Gen 3 Mobile
Platform, which allows for up to 12 GB + 12 GB
ExtendedRAM. This setup ensures smooth mmulti-
tasking and efficient performance, regardless of the
workload. Additionally, the phone boasts a formi-
dable 5500mAh BlueVolt battery paired with 80W
FlashCharge technology, enabling users to recharge
quickly and stay connected longer. Durability is an-
other highlight, with IP68 and IP69 ratings for dust
and water resistance, ensuring the device can with-
stand various conditions and environments.

The vivo V40 5G, co-engineered with ZEISS,
is more than just a smartphone—it's an exception-
al choice for mobile photography enthusiasts. With
its innovative features, sleek design, and exception-
al performance, the V40 5G sets a new standard for
what users can expect from their mobile devices. As
the official sale approaches, it's an excellent oppor-
tunity for enthusiasts to pre-book this transformative
smartphone and enjoy its innovative features

vivo Y100 stands out for style and
innovation, secures spot in Google’s
top tech searches 2024

very year, Google’s “Year in Search” re-

veals what captivated Pakistan, offering

a glimpse into the products, trends, and

topics that were the center of discussions.

Securing the #4 spot in trending tech searches, the

vivo Y 100 has marked its place as one of 2024’s most
searched smartphones.

Ranking #4 in trending tech searches, the vivo

Y100 proves it's more than just a gadget. From its

Google

S vivo Y100 U

Year In Search 2024
Google Trends

sleek design to powerhouse performance, this phone
has captured hearts and headlines, becoming one of
the most discussed devices of the year. The “Year in
Search” rankings showcase the changing preferences
of consumers. It's not just about raw specifications
or flashy campaigns, it's about what resonates with
people in their everyday lives. In 2024, Y100 found
its place among notable devices like the OPPO Reno
11F and Infinix Note 40, each bringing something
unique to the market.

However, the Y100’s success wasn't just about
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specs. It reflected broader trends in the mobile indus-
try, a shift towards devices that offer more than just
technical performance. Recently, users increasingly
locked for smartphones that combine style with prac-
ticality, emphasizing personal expression as much
as functionality. The rise of design-centric features
shows how consumers now view their devices as a

At the same time, features focusing on everyday

r VivO

Y100

Color Changing Design
B80W FlashCharge
120 Hz AMOLED Display

oo

convenience such as fast charging, extended battery
life, and smooth displays, remained the top most pri-
ority for users. Phones that seamlessly balanced these
elements gained attention, reflecting a trend towards

Design played a significant role in the vivo Y100's
appeal. Its Color Changing Design introduced a
fresh concept in a market often dominated by simi-
lar-looking devices. This feature gave users a chance
to add a touch of individuality to their smartphones,
offering an option that stood out without being over-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

ly flashy. Besides its design, the Y100 also aimed to
address everyday practicalities. Features like S80W
FlashCharge and a 5000mAh battery were included
to accommodate users stay powered through hectic
days. Additionally, its 120Hz AMOLED Display
offered smooth visuals that catered well to activities
like streaming and gaming, aligning with what many
users value in their smartphones today.

Atits core, the vivo Y 100 shows how smartphones

balanc-
ing both practicality and design. As we look at the
broader trends shaping the smartphone industry this
year, it's clear that the Y100 reflects a growing pref-
erence for devices that blend innovation with every-
day usability. Its impressive #4 ranking in Google's
“Year in Search 2024” highlights how this device has
resonated with users, standing out in a competitive
market. Whether or not it will set long-term trends
remains to be seen, but its place in Google's rankings
shows it has captured the attention of many.
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PRU holds Annual General Council Meeting,
highlights achievements and future plans

Lahore: The Pakistan
Rugby Union (PRU) con-
vened its annual general coun-
cill meeting in Lahore,
attended by key officials and
stakeholders from across the
country and abroad.

The meeting, led by PRU
President Chaudhry Anf
Saeed, showcased the Union's
achievements and outhined fu-
ture initiatives to further
strengthen rugby in Pakistan.
The prominent attendees in-
cluded Fawzi Khawaja, PRU
Chairman, Muhammad Ha-
roon, Treasurer, Rizwan
Malik, Asia Rugby Vice Pres-
ident, Mohsin Igbal, Punjab
Rugby President, Shireen
Hina, Executive Committee
Member, Women's Wing Rep-

resentatives  from KPK,
Balochistan, Sindh, South
Punjab, and Islamabad.

The international partici-
pation was also notable, with
Asia Rugby representative

Anatoly joining via Zoom.
PRU President Arif Saeed
lauded the PRU's exceptional
organization of international

and domestic rugby events in
2024, including Pakistan's
participation in the Nepal 7s

and successful hosting of the
Men's and Women's 7s
Championships.

He highlighted the com-

pletion of the Servis Rugby
League 15 and its continua-
tion this year. He emphasized

the trust and confidence
shown by World Rugby and
Asia Rugby in Pakistan's
rugby development. He noted

PRU’s focus on grassroots

initiatives, particularly in
Under-19, Under-18, and

women's rughy programs.
The house also approved
Minutes of the previous
AGM and Financial ac-
counts for 2022-23 and 2023-
24, General  Secretary
Salman Muzaffar Sheikh pro-
vided a comprehensive brief-
ing on last year’s events and
sponsorships, announcing ex-
panded representation and
events for women in 2025.

A presentation high-
lighted the growing popular-
ity of rugby in South Punjab
and KPK, furthering the
PRU’s commitment to
spreading the sport across
Pakistan.

Arif Saeed expressed
pride in PRU’s adherence to
organizational discipline and
on-ground activities. He reit-
erated the federation’s com-
mitment to  expanding
rugby’s reach and ensuring
inclusivity, particularly for
women and youth. =

PTCL Group injects Rs4 billion
capital into U Bank to enhance the
growth of Islamic banking

Islamabad: PTCL Group,
the parent company of U Mi-
crofinance Bank (U Bank), has
invested Rs4 billion (equivalent
to USD 15 million) into U
Bank to boost its Islamic Bank-
ing services and digital innova-
tion initiatives, This strategic
equity injection demonstrates
PTCL Group's confidence in U
Bank's growth strategy, trajec-
tory, and vision for the future,

This investment is crucial
for U Bank as it gears up for its
Year of Transformation in
2025, focusing on evolving,
scaling up the business, and en-
hancing financial inclusion. U
Bank plans to transition to Is-
lamic Banking to meet the de-
mand for Shari’ah-compliant

financial solutions in the micro-
finance sector in Pakistan. The
bank also aims to improve its
digital capabilities to become a
leader in digital microfinance
banking, offering innovative so-
lutions to customers. Addition-
ally, U Bank will continue to
support rural communities,
small businesses, and SMEs by
providing tailored financial
products and services in remote
areas and collaborating with
like-minded organizations to
promote financial inclusion.
Mohamed Essa Al Taheri,
President & CEO of U Bank,
expressed excitement about the
investment, highlighting the
bank's commitment to trans-
forming Pakistan's microfi-

nance landscape.

Hatem Bamatraf, President
and Group CEO of PTCL &
Ufone 4G, emphasized PTCL

Inovi Telecom recognizes
and honors dedicated team
members with awards

Lahore; Inovi Telecom re-

cently organized a special event

Group's dedication to empow- | 4

ering initiatives that drive finan-
cial inclusion and innovation
reflects PTCL Group's belief in
the bank's vision for 2025 and
its potential to reshape the mi-
crofinance banking sector.
PTCL Group has previ-
ously invested over PKR 13 bil-
lion (approximately USD 46
million) in U Bank, strengthen-
ing the bank's equity base. With
this new capital, U Bank aims
to make significant progress in
the coming year and continue
its journey towards sustainable
growth and innovation.s

in Lahore to honor the out-
standing contributions of its
team members. The ceremony
highlighted individuals who ex-
celled in their roles, with awards
given for Best Performer,' 'Star
Performer, 'Certificate of Excel-
lence," and 'Cash Prizes',

This event demonstrates

recognizing hard work, com-

Inovi Telecom's dedication to

mitment, and excellence among
its employees. With a workforce
of more than 2,000 skilled indi-
viduals, the company is com-
mitted to promoting a culture of
recognition, innovation, and de-
velopment. Let's celebrate suc-
cess and inspire our team to
reach new milestones. s

TECNO Mobile partners with MILO for the Active Pakistan Marathon

Lahore: TECNO Mobile
proudly teamed up with MILO
for the Active Pakistan
Marathon in Lahore as the of-
ficial technology partner,
demonstrating its dedication to
promoting health and an active
lifestyle in Pakistan,

The marathon took place
on Sunday, January 19, 2025,
at the Cricket Ground, DHA
Phase 6, Lahore, featuring var-
ious race categories, including
10 km, S5km, 1 km, and a 0.5
km race for differently abled in-
dividuals. A large number of
participants, including families
and many women, enthusiasti-

cally participated in this lively
event.

~~~~~~~~

As the Technology Partmer,
TECNO Maobile rewarded the

winners with its latest products,
The first-place finisher in the 10

km race received the TECNOQO
Spark 30 Pro, the second-place

winner was given the TECNO
Spark 30C, and the third-place
finisher was presented with a
TECNO Smart Watch.
During the event, Bruce
Tao, CEQ of TECNO Mobile
Pakistan, expressed his excite-
ment: "We are delighted to
collaborate with the MILO
Active Pakistan Marathon in
Lahore as the official Technol-
ogy Partner. At TECNO Mo-
bile, a brand focused on the
youth, we understand the sig-
nificance of promoting sports
and healthy lifestyles. Sup-
porting such events encour-
ages individuals to lead active

lives. Our partnership with
Naseem Shah for the SPARK
series further demonstrates
our commitment to sports and
community engagement. It
was inspiring to witness peo-
ple of all ages and families
participating in this fantastic
event.”

This partnership under-
scores TECNO Maobile's com-
mitment to promoting active,
healthy lifestyles and backing
community-oriented events,
The brand continues to strive
for innovation and empower
the youth through meaningful
initiatives in Pakistan.m
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Haaris Mahmood Ch appoints CEO Mobilink Bank

Islamabad: Haaris Mah-
mood Chaudhary has been ap-
pointed as the new Chief
Executive Officer (CEQ) of
Mobilink Bank by the Board,
marking a sigmficant mle-
stone in the Bank's mission to
promote financial inclusion,
digital banking, and innova-
tion,

Aamir Ibrahim, Chairman
of Mobilink Bank and CEQ of
Jazz, praised Haaris for his ex-
ceptional leadership, strategic
vision, and dedication to the
Bank's values. He expressed
confidence that under Haaris's
leadership, Mobilink Bank will
continue to provide cutting-
edge digital financial solutions,
expand digital banking serv-
ices, and maintain its position
as a leader in the financial serv-
ices sector.”

Haaris joined Mobilink
Bank as Chief Operating Offi-
cer in 2023 and later served as
Interim CEQ. He played a key

role in driving strategic initia-
tives, including securing
VEON's $15 million invest-

ment as Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI) for Pakistan to
boost financial inclusion,
Under his leadership, the Bank
achieved significant mile-
stones, such as winning the

Best Microfinance Bank award
at the Pakistan Banking
Awards 2024 and leading the

State Bank of Pakistan’s Bank-
ing on Equality Scorecard for
two consecutive years,

With over two decades of
leadership experience, Haaris
has worked with organizations

such as the Universal Service
Fund (USF) Pakistan, Citibank
New York, Barclays Capital
Dubai, Clariden Leu Asset
Management (part of Credit
Suisse) Dubai, and ABN
AMRO Pakistan, His diverse
expertise will enhance Mo-
bilink Bank's leadership as it
continues to expand digital
banking, promote a cashless
and digital economy, and en-
hance digital services through
platforms like JazzCash,
Haaris Mahmood Chaud-
hary stated, “As a forward-
thinking digital bank, Mobilink
Bank is committed to provid-
ing innovative, customer-cen-
tric solutions 1 am thrilled to
lead this exceptional team and
further strengthen our position
as a market leader, Together,
we will drive inclusive eco-
nomic growth, promote a cash-
less economy, and redefine
digital financial services for
millions across Pakistan."m

Telenor Pakistan and
TAAP launch travel SIM
for international travelers

Islamabad: Telenor Pak-
istan has signed an MoU with
the Travel Agents Association
of Pakistan (TAAP), the coun-
try’s foremost body for travel

and tour operators, to redefine
how travelers experience con-
nectivity outside of Pakistan.
This strategic collaboration
empowers travel agents to offer
Telenor’s cutting-edge Travel
SIM solutions as part of their

travel packages, ensuring a
seamless communication expe-
rience for travelers going out-
side Pakistan while using
Telenor’s roaming services.

The partnership introduces
tailored connectivity solutions
to meet the unique needs of in-
ternational Pakistani travelers,
With affordable international
roaming packages covering key
global destinations, the Travel
SIM is designed to simplify
travel while providing uninter-
rupted connectivity. Special at-
tention has been given to
creating exclusive bundles for
spiritual journeys such as
Umrah, alongside solutions for
travelers heading to destina-
tions in the Far East, Middle
East, United States, and Eu-
rope.=

Bisconni wins ‘Home
Brand of the Year

Karachi: Bisconni won the
prestigious’ Home Brand of
the Year—Pakistan' category
title at the FMCG Asia Awards
2024, held in Singapore, Or-

- - =

award celebrates excellence in

the fast-moving consumer
goods (FMCG) sector across
the continent, highlighting
brands that have shown excep-
tional innovation, quality, and
customer satisfaction.

Speaking on this milestone,
Muhammad Sabir Godil, Chief
Operating Officer of Bisconni,
remarked, “Bisconni premium
range has effectively carved out
a unique space in Pakistan's
competitive food industry, ap-
pealing to consumers who con-
tinue to spend on premium
products as a form of self-care or
indulgence, Bisconni has created
amore diverse product portfolio
that caters to different consumer
segments and stabilises revenue
streams during economic fluctu-
ations. Winning the Home
Brand of the Year — Pakistan
award signifies that a brand has
been recognised for its excellence
and overall market presence
within the home goods sector in
Pakistan. We plan to continue to
innovate and expand the product
range based on consumer feed-
back and market trends”. =

Zong 4G partners with Park View City for en-
hanced connectivity solutions

Islamabad: Zong 4G, Pak-
istan’s leading telecom and dig-
ital services provider, has
entered a strategic partnership
with Park View City to deliver
advanced technology solutions,
aiming to transform Park View
City into a model for smart and
digitally connected living.

This initiative underscores
Zong 4G's commitment to fos-
tering a digitally integrated
lifestyle for both businesses and
residents, reinforcing its posi-
tion as a leader in digital con-
nectivity across Pakistan. Mr,
Huo Junli, Chairman & CEQ

of Zong, remarked; “This part-

communities with cutting-edge

nership demonstrates our dedi-

" i
Ml

cation to

empowering

digital solutions. Together with

= iy

Park View City, we are en-

abling a future of smarter,
more connected living,” Echo-
ing this sentiment, Mr, Omer
Farooq Manan, CEO of Park
View City, stated: “This collab-
oration aligns perfectly with
our vision to create modern,
digitally integrated communi-
ties that improve living stan-
dards in Pakistan,”

This MoU marks a signifi-
cant step towards fostering
smart community living, fur-
ther establishing Zong and
Park View City as leaders in
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Yadea Pakistan
launches four new
EV models

Karachi: Yadea, the global
No.l leader in electric two-
wheelers for eight consecutive
years with over 100 million
units sold worldwide, has
made a significant announce-
ment in Pakistan. At an exclu-
sive launch event in Lahore,
Yadea Pakistan unveiled four
innovative electric vehicle (EV)
models, including the much-
anticipated GT 30, whose
price and key details were re-
vealed during the event.m

InfraZamin Pakistan
and HABIBMETRO
partner to provide

PKR 800mn to Jaffer
Business Systems

Karachi: InfraZamin Pak-
istan (IZP), has successtully is-

sued its first short-term
guarantee of PKR 600m
against a PKR 800m Trade Fi-

nance Facility by HABIB-
METRO for Jaffer Business
Systems. The groundbreaking
facility will support Jaffer Busi-
ness Systems (JBS), an estab-
lished technology and business
solutions provider, in expand-
ing its digital and IT infrastruc-
ture solutions business.=

JS Bank and State
Life Insurance initiate
seamless premium
payment solutions

Karachi: JS Bank has part-
nered with State Life Insurance
to digitalize premium payment
processes. This collaboration,
which leverages KuickPay's in-
novative technology, provides
policyholders with a seamless,
secure, and accessible payment
experience. This initiative al-
lows customers to pay their In-
surance premiums using digital
options, including mobile apps,
internet banking, and digital
wallets. SLIC customers can
utilize over-the-counter (OTC)
payment facilities for in-person
transactions at selected courier
service centers, JS Zindigi
agents, and other partner out-
lets. This comprehensive net-
work caters to banked and

driving Pakistan's digital trans- unbanked customers, promot-
formation.=s ing financial inclusion.s
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PARCO MD visits Descon Engineering’s Head Office to
celebrate project success

Karachi: Managing Direc-
tor of PARCO Irteza Ali
Qureshi, a valued client of
Descon Engineering for over
25 years, recently visited De-
scon’s Head Office to com-
memorate the successful
completion of a major Turn-
around project delivered by
Descon Engineering. This
visit was a proud moment,
symbolizing not just a recog-
nition of Descon’s technical
expertise but also a gesture
of appreciation from the
highest leadership at
PARCQO.

During the celebration,
Mr. Qureshi applauded De-
scon for its unwavering com-
mitment to excellence, safety,

and timely execution of crit-
ical projects. He also empha-

energy sector over the years.
Mr Taimur Saeed, CEQ

sized the importance of
Descon's contributions to the

of Descon Engineering,
stated, “We are honoured to

celebrate this milestone to-
gether. This achievement un-
derscores Descon's
dedication to delivering
world-class solutions while
upholding the highest safety
and performance standards.
QOur long-standing relation-
ship with PARCO is a source
of pride, and we remain com-
mitted to supporting their vi-
sion with innovation,
reliability, and excellence.”
Adding to the celebra-
tion, Muhammad Anwar ul
Haq, President of the Indus-
trial Services Division at De-
scon, who led the charge on
this project, said, “The suc-
cessful execution of this
Turnaround project is a testa-

ment to our teams' hard
work and commitment. [ am
proud of their dedication and
technical proficiency in over-
coming challenges and deliv-
ering outstanding results. We
remain steadfast in our com-
mitment to setting new stan-
dards in the energy sector
and building on this partner-
ship with PARCO,”

This moment highlights
the recent Turnaround pro-
ject’s success and reinforces
Descon's position as a
trusted industry leader. It is
another chapter in a relation-
ship built on over two
decades of shared success,
mutual respect, and enduring
collaborations

Mastercard collaborates with foodpanda to
expand the digital economy

Karachi: Mastercard has
once again collaborated with
foodpanda to boost digital
payment in Pakistan and sup-
port the nation’s transition to-
ward a cashless economy.
This collaboration with one
of Pakistan's leading delivery
platforms underscores Mas-
tercard’s commitment to ad-
vancing financial inclusion
and strengthening the coun-
try’s digital ecosystem.

As per SBP, currency in
circulation increased by
11.2% during the first half of
2024. By addressing the gap
between cash and digital pay-
ments, Mastercard and food-
panda are uniquely
positioned to accelerate digi-
tal payment adoption, en-

Honda Atlas
Car Pakistan
profits up

Lahore: Honda Atlas Car
Pakistan announced its
3OMYZ25 result, where the
company recorded a profit of
Rs566mn (EPS of Bs3.97), up
3.95x Yo¥ and 2.2x QoQ.

The earnings jump in the
IOMY25 1s due to higher
gross margins of 9.2% com-
pared to our expectations of
8.3%. These 30MY25 gross
margins are also higher than
the 8.3% recorded in
3I0OMY24 and 7.4% in
20MY25. Additionally, distri-
bution expenses saw a signifi-
cant decline of 20% YoY and
19% QoQ to Rs147mn, while
other operating expenses
dropped sharply by 72% YoY
and 74% QoQ to Rsl7mn,
further contributing to the rise
in earnings. This is mainly
due to a significant fall in
overall inflation.s

abling the growth of a cash-
less economy and fostering in-

payment methods over cash
on delivery (COD). By lever-

clusive prosperity in one of
the region’s most dynamic
markets.

The partnership intro-
duces initiatives designed to
encourage the use of digital

aging foodpanda's extensive
network, Mastercard will
drive awareness and usage of
secure, rewarding payment
options for millions of con-
sumers nationwide.s

inDrive celebrates excellence
at the Inner Driver Awards

Karachi: inDrive hosted the
prestigious Inner Driver Awards
in Pakistan to honor the excep-
tional contributions of its em-
ployees. The ceremony, held in
Islamabad, celebrated dedica-
tion, innovation, and outstand-
ing performance, showcasing the
pivotal role employees play in
driving the company’s success.

The event brought together a
distinguished jury panel featur-
ing esteemed professionals from

Jazz partners with DeafTawk to launch
deaf-inclusive communication solutions

Islamabad: Jazz a leading
digital operator in Pakistan,
has partnered with DeafTawl,
a global leader in accessible
communication solutions, to
enhance accessibility for the
deaf community. The collabo-
ration aims to promote inclu-
sivity and reaffirms Jazz's
commitment to fostering a
more inclusive society through
innovative solutions and trans-
formative programs.

The partnership aims to em- |

power individuals with hearing

impairments by integrating the §

DeafTawk Plus app into Jazz's
customer care centers nation-
wide. This integration will en-
able deaf individuals to access
real-time sign language inter-
pretation services when visiting
Jazz facilities, ensuring effective
communication and a seamless
customer experience. Kazim
Mujtaba, President Consumer
Division at Jazz, emphasized

the company's dedication to in-
clusivity and ensuring that

everyone has access to digital
services. Ali Shabbar, Founder

innovation to create a more eg-
uitable society and demonstrates
Jazz's leadership in digital trans-
formation in Pakistan. Deaf-

and CEQ of DeafTawk,
praised Jazz's commitment to
bridging communication gaps
and providing equal access to
essential services for deaf indi-
viduals.

This collaboration highlights
the potential of technology and

Tawk, a part icipant in the Jazz
xIr8 premium accelerator pro-
gram at the National Incubation
Center (NIC), offers innovative
online sign language services to
facilitate communication be-
tween the deaf community and
the broader society.m

local and international back-
grounds. Among them were
Sidra Kiran, Communications
Manager for inDrive Pakistan
and a Global Slnet Hero
Awards winner, and Tanvir M
Saeed Chaudhary, WNetsuite
Global Manager and a recipient
of the 2023 awards. Sidra Kiran,
who has served as a jury mem-
ber for the past two years, ex-
pressed her pride in being part
of this inspiring initiative.w

Pakistan’s oill
and gas produc-
tion withessed a

decline

Karachi: Pakistan's oil and
gas production witnessed a de-
cline of 10% and 7% Yo dur-
ing 1HFY25. The contraction
in hydrocarbon production
comes from forced curtailments
at Nashpa and the TAL block
amid lower gas demand.

On a quarterly basis, oil and
gas production in Pakistan
dwindled by 12% and 7% Yo,
respectively, in 20FY25,

During 1HFY25, 11 ex-
ploratory wells and 15 ap-
praisal/development wells were
spudded against a target of 27
exploratory wells and 40 ap-
praisal/development wells,

The exploration efforts of
Pakistani E&P companies
yielded 15 discoveries during
1HFY 25, with a cumulative dis-
covery size of approximately
~2,075 bopd of oil and ~215
mmcfd of gas.m
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vivo V40e 5G

Display

6.77"

Front 50MP
Rear Camera 50+8MP

> BN = 0
HHA A8

Battery 5500mAh
RAM & ROM
8GB+256GB
Charging 80W FlashCharge
vivo Y28
Display 6.68"
Front Camera:BMP

Rear Camera:50+2MP

Display
Camera
 Battery |

Battery 6000mAh
RAM & ROM
6GB+128GE
8GB+128GE
44W Flash Charge
Display 6.56"

Camera

Front Camera:8MP

Display 6.78"

— Front Camera:50MP
Gamara Rear Camera:50+50MP
Battery 5500mAh

RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB
'Ghafg_i_n'u BOW Flash Charge
vivo Y19s
6.68"
Front Camera:5MP

Rear Camera:50+0.08MP

5500mAh

RAM & ROM
4GE+128GB

6GB+128GB

15W Fast Charge

6.67"

Front Camera:32MP

Rear Camera:50+0.08MP Rear Camera:50+2MP
Battery 5000mAh 5000mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB +128GB B“g;';::s";
6GB+128GB
margmg 15W 80W Flash Charge
FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEQFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | 202547

:
;
:

FONYHNSNI LISANYH M00Z

#2.8» 3000
avoT 00Sz'sy

SNid

89002 XATHLNOW

(YNIHD

WITYdLSNY vYavNvd

00ST

M

HHOMLAN
H3IHLO

077

“WSN) SALANIN TLNI




Oppo A60
Rs. 54,999

Chipset: QGualcomm SmB225
Snapdragon 680 4G (8 nm)
, CPU: Octa-core (4x2.4 GHz

Kryo 265 Gold & 4x1.9 GHz Kryo 265 Sliver)

7 -, FrrorT) 6.56 Inches IPS LCD
’ ’8 \ - 0 [hafisd et A Capacitive Touchscreen
isplay

Front: 8 MP. Makn: Dual Camera
50 MP, £/1.8, (wide},
PDAF + 2 MP. 1/2.4, (depth)

SNid

MeMOEILE

5000 mah
(Li-Po non removable)

15| RAMGROM 8GB + 256GB

45W Fast Charging

I\._

SALNNIW ZZYT SS310N3

s
O
Z
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=
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Rs. 36,999

me M
I - Power King)

Chipset:Media Tek
MtE765 Hello G 35

6.56"

9 Front Camera SMP Rare
Camera 50MP+2MP

5000mAh

158" RAMAROM 4GB + 64GB

10w

| ATADVANCE
T ELECOM

FONVUNSNI LASANYH Y002

ITEL
IT 2166

Specifications:

‘WSN) SALANIN TLNI

WITYHLSNY 'VAYNYD

VILLADN

[l 1000 mAh Battery

T [ 2.0LcD Big Display
w

ﬁ @] smart camera

Q

=]

| DUAL SIM

O

p=

L)

FM Hadiu VILLADN

B 3 vittaonpk (E) wwwillaonpakistan.com
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Realme 12 Realme 7 Pro

Rs. 59,999 Rs. 49,999

™
Chipset: Quaicomm Snapdragon 685 =5 Chipsat: Qualcamm SMT125 Snapdragon g
CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex E \,&::wr": T 7206 {8 nm}, CPU: Dcta-care (2% 2.3
-AT6 + 6 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55) filbt et GHz Kryo 465 Goid + £ ¢ 1.8 GHz Kryo 485 Silver)
e —— I 4
6.7 Inches, AMOLED 0 anlav 64 Jr'd:he.s Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen | == &.&.:5 Capacitive Touchscreen : I
Frant: 15 MP £/7.4. 24 i) WP Mai | ! Frong: 32 MP, Main: Quad Camera &4 MP I
TROE ADMEL L LY fA Y dicey: W Wi T L8, 26mm [wide), 1172, BOAR+ 8 MP, <
.ﬂlfd Eanlie a 50 MP [n'l.:!, 26mm [wide) 2.3, 16mm {ulrawide), L/40% * 2 M.
+ 1/157"; PDAF+ 2 MP, /2.4, [depth), /24, {macro) + 2 MR, T/24, (depth, x
5000 mAh 4500 mAh
(Li-Pa Non remavable) (Li-Po Non remaovabie)

m
1IN

[=)
RAM BGE ROM 256 GB RAM & ROM 8GB +128GB E o

y, J E

v :

Z

AY ADVANGE a w
TELECOM

The Brgm
NOKIA C31

MAGIC
POWER

———
Endless Energy

3 0 0 0 ACCELEROMETER (G-SENSOR) I
3 - . = {128
BATTERY \ 7\ 468 | 12868

@ MICROSD CARD SUPPORT UP TO256 GB

" CAMERA FROM GOOGLE 13 MP MAIN REAR

2,599

segoekpetience.com

NOKIA

KING .

TALKER f""*-
'PKR LICELD -

VALUE

2
P
:
4
:
g
F 4
.
:

WIvTHLSNY 'vavNYD
WSN) SALNNIN T.LMI

100

STAY COMMECTED
LONGER WITH SEGO 2

avot 00sz'sy

SEGOEKpETiENoRCom
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VGO TEL

NEWD

Your Digital Companion

64GB+4GB | 13MP Triple Al Camera

l -Re18.250 Rs. 18,250

Enjoy fraw debvary seraes Pakizan

Dcode Cygnal 3 Pro
Rs:26,999

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G37,
CPU: 2.3 Ghz QOcta Core

6.52 Inches IPS LCD
Capacitive Touchseraen

Front: 8 MP, Main:
13MP Triple Camera

5000 mAh
(Li-ion Non removable)

RAM 4GB ROM 128GB

16 PRO

ELEGANT, PREMIUM &
GLOSSY DESIGN

DIGITAL CAMERA WITH

TORCH LIGHT

SUPER BRIGHT

I'-.
e §

2.8”

INCHES

SCREEN DISPLAY

MULTILANGUAGE .g
KEYPAD DESIGM 4

BATTERY +
400057 MAGIC)||

HEE' EH MESMERIZING COLORS

WV SRV ERARISTAN.COM

VGO TEL

Your

N E Wway to live

Introducing NEW 26

G'EIVE

Stay ahead of the game with

I B I

HGFIVEIBMAX

Dcode Bold 3 Pro
Rs:42,999
'a ™
=] Chipset: MediaTek Helio
Lol Gos, CPU: 2.3Ghz Octa Core
T pa 6.7 Inches AMOLED
B ot Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: 16 MP,
Main: 50 MP Triple Camera
5000 mah
(Li-Pa Non removable)
RAM BGE ROM 128GB
A _/'
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Sl

Infinix

XPRAD

ZEMNITH

ZTE Blade V60 Smart

Rs. 25,999

Feel. Enjoy. Together

| rEARS
] 1 / WARRANTY,

e L .
w TITAN GOLDY STELLAR GREY
oy

(Chipset: Unisoe TB0G , CPU: Deta-tore

BI101EN] 6.6 H+{1612°720), 90Hz Hole

Front: 8 MP, , Main: 50 MP

1
F
C
&

2,
o
Z
=
=
=
>
N
o
O
9,
e

m m 5000 mah
£ o ¥
PROCESEER EETTER

L

RAM 8GB(4+4) ROM 12BGE

8GBE + 256GB
rREE 59 0999

4GB + 128GB
rRRE 49 999

Era

SALNNIN ZZYT SS3N10ON3

Samsung Galaxy A24

Rs. 72,999

MOTE40Pro

Chipset: Mediatek MT&781

; . Helio 693 (6nm) CPU: Octa-core
6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-AS5)
Display

6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 13 MF, Main: Triple Camera
50 MP, /1.8, {wide), PDAF, OIS
+5 MP, /2.2, (ultrawide],
1/5" +2 WP, ff2.4, [macro)

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable),

00ST

NI

HHOMLIN
H3IHLO

VG RAMBGB  ROM 128GB

sO00R0

wwnaLinovite ecom.com pk ﬁ

Samsung Galaxy A15

Rs. 52,999

(YNIHD

WITvHLSNY 'YaYNYD

FONVYHNSNI LISANYH M00Z

= Chipset: Mediatek Hello G99
o f| (6nm), CPU: Dcta-core (2% 2.2 Ghz
4 Cortex-A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

SN) SALANIN TLNI

b oy pa 6.5 Inches, Super
Dlsplay AMOLED Touchscreen

Front: 13 MP, {/2.0, (wide)
htain: Triple Camera: 50 MP,
/1.8, {wide), AF + 5 MP, {/2.2,
[ultrawide] + 2 ME, £/2.4, (macro)

Slimmer than
you could imagine

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

dvon 00S2'sH

RAM 6GB
ROM 128GB

L. SN /

wwwinovitelecom com pk
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VGO TEL New 15

DSCOVER CLARITY THROUGH THE LENS

13MP Al Magic

B.517" HD+ IPS

Drop Mateh Display

646B+4GB

468 Extendable RAM

13MP Al Camera

BMP Front Camera

Long Lasting Battary

Side-Mounted

Rs.17,249

B jup P By Ar £a b tan

VGO TEL llﬂiflz

Unlock Possibilities

with Every Touch

Rs16,750

"Enpy Frus debeery o ek e

I
MEmorzr . Camera
2GE Ak = BOE Extended RAM r AP Rear Camesma
B4CE BOM | .' SMP Frant Camana
I| =
Processor | Display

Quind-Cank 2OCHE, 12ne ||. E.STT HO 195 [Drap Netsh)

Security
Fingerpini
Faceliniock

Battery

SOO0rmal Bullt-in

)

Xiaomi Store
dyirhaiaei Bese e

Redmi Note 13 Pro

Every shot iconic

BGB+256GB | Rs.57,999

[+] 67W turbo charging | 200MP OIS camera

Xiaomi Store
B et b Ay

Redmi 14C

Rounded Design Aesthetic
Glamour at your fingertips

Processor
Hedia GE-LUbrs

Display Battery

688" Dot Drop Dealay Sladimin

Charging ‘

18 Fast Charging

Infinix Note 40

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G99
Ultimate, CPU: Octa-core (2x2.2
GHz Corbex-AT6 & 62 D GHz Cortex-A55)

6.78 Inches, AMOLED,
120Hz, 1300 nits (peak)

Displa

Front: 32 MP, , Main: Triple
108 MP, /1.9, [wide], 1/1.52°, PDAF
2 MP, /2.4, 3rd unspecified camera

5000 mAh
(non removable)

Battery

RAM 8GB ROM 256GB

TN

Infinix Hot 40

Chipset: Mediatek MTE769H
Helio G&& (12nm]), CPU: Octa-core
[2 % 2.0 GHz Cortex-A75
+ 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-AS5)

]

6.78 Inches, IPS LCD,
90Hz, 500 nits (peak)

Front: 32 MP, Main: Triple Camera 50 MP,
{116, (wide), AF + 2 MP. f/21.4,
(macro) + 0,08 MP, (awdliary lens)

Camera

5000mAh
(Non removable)

VSl RAM BGB  ROM 256GB
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Lial 678 AMOLED 120Hz L, o7 IPS LD
| Front Camera: 32MP e e Front Camera: 32MP
L s Rear Camera: 108MP L Rear Camerc: 108MP

- 16GB Ram+256GB ROM i 16GB Ram:256GB ROM
LD (8GB+8GB Extended) Ll (8GB+8GB Exfended)
Sl 33W, Super Charge | =harging| 33W, Super Charge
Ratte 5000mAh m 5000maAh
TECNO SPARK 20C TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G

66" IPS LCD 678" AMOLED 144Hz

Front Camera: 8MP
Rear Camerc: 50MP

8GB Ram+128GB ROM
(4GB+4GB Extended)

18W, Fast Charge

5000mAR

BOrTe |

Front: 50MP

. SOMP (D05 Sony MXBR0
Reor' Seraor + SIMF UW2MFP

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

Rliie .i
- i 2rg
i :_.ill-\- [ i

70W, Ulira Charge

Uiy 5000mAn

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PREMIER 5G

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30

i 6.78" AMOLED 144Hz Displar I 478" AMOLED 120Hz

\¢. dp Front: SOMP S Fronk: 50MP
RN  Reor: 0% o Moo 0 L Rear: 50MP

Memor. 12GB Ram+512GB ROM ~ 12GB Ram+256GB ROM
L (12GB+12GB extended) L (12GB12GB extended)
m 70W, Ultra Charge i-r-'.-'.‘\;:.l-': . 70W, Ultra Charge
Wil 5000mAN Biahidy 5000man
FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | 20254

FONVYHNSNI LISANYH M00Z

1
F
C
&

2,
o
Z
=
=
=
>
N
o
O
9,
e

SALNNIN ZZYT SS3N10ON3

200ST

HHOMLIN

H3IHLO

0%z

(YNIHD

WITrHLSNY YaYNYD

SN) SALANIN TLNI

dvon 00S2'sH




zA

ZTE Inubia

SNid

89002 XATHLNOW

SALNNIN ZZVr SS3T1aN3

=t
4]
Q
©
%EE

FONYVUNSNI LISANYH M00Z

_ (¥NIHD
YITULSNY ‘VaYNYD 0"7 s
“WSN) SALNNIA TLNI

#2/8+ 3000

B 1701 0052 'S

Special New Year Discount

nubia V60 Design

6.6” 90Hz ‘ Sky-mirror Glass | 22.5W | 256GB

with Live Island Exquisite Design 5000mAh Large Storage

Crystal Clear! Super Stylish!

Rs30,999

"/ Rs. 21999

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | 202505



sdilhge it josi

POV )i st el IS i st e
ETLYI 2L A Lo - ) | :
W TS o e & RIS (LY

o

Import Data Smart Phones (importar Wisa) g
Dwe-24
: Imparter Name Tier o
||[FUTURETECH =~~~ iz7 | 115,555 o
||AL MAFEESA EMTERPRISES |
||GMEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ] v z
| | GHEXT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED 1,261 1,536,501
|[sAHAR TRADERS ] I
||ACTION MOBILE 1 4
||MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED
([MicroTEL TRADING 412 | 104,938 : I
||moBo MoBILE (PYT.) LMITED |
||SMART TECHNOLOGIES 1,390 | 392,019 m
|| EADING EDGE PAKISTAN (PRIVATE] LimITED. = — — r
||WAQAS MOBILES 601 ] 181, 5946
MYSHA ENTERPRISES F s 1 <
'N AR EN JIP'«HISES 1
|[yELLOSTONE T&'CHNQIO'GEFS {PRIVATE) LIMITED 285 | 388,236
| |Myfs. C RIGH = = = 1
|| TRADE BATE NA'I'IONN. | x
| MY REHMANI TRADERS 1 . i 113 i b AP
||crEEN EnTERPRISES |
|[coreTECH 205 ] 264,162
j 540 COMMURNICATION — 3,705 1,215.423
LISRA COMMUNICATION ]
||Prck M SAVE e — L 1237 _ 418,451 m N
|[EURGTEL TRADING 200 | 219,830 =
||AL-BARKAT SYSTERS | U
|[HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES A — 300 I 35,995 E o
||[s1ccoTEL TRADING |
|[RENITED THAINERS == A= e 1 23,949
|[s..0 commuNICATION 163 11,705
||POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNDLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED . i . BO_ E o
| |
|| AZURE TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED 14,060 | 942,315 2 m
||A.5. TELECOM [PRIVATE) LIMITED : - Y i P =
||PREMIER CODE [PRIVATE) LIMITED &,010 | 335,041
|[swrT Bz SOLUTIONS PAT LTD DIGIT AG w
||PYCK M SAVE — . _DIGND - .. S4L 1
|| ALPHA ENETWORK (PRIVATE) UMITED 11-HORSE |
|[2:5. TeLECOm [PRIVATE) LnITED a — _ETEL (-
|[iNovE TECHNOLOGIES HONOR |
INOVI TELECOM {PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 166,000 | 13,702,088
| (ZEMITH ENTERPRISE _ . u INFINIY r_. . 1 _ L
|| CARLEARE SERVICE [PAT.) LIMITED INFINIX a | 1,000
SICCOTEL TRADING : INFINIX |
|[moOBICELL (PRIVATE) LMITED [ i INFINIX ~Wll] Wl |
—— = INFINIX — 1 11527300
ITEL 1 1,530
||ENERCDOM TECHNDOLDGIES [FR“I"A'I'E: LINITED ITEL 25,000 1,807,620
| T'E Q PACK ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED _____ = : ITEL — 43,000 I 2,335,847
| TECHNO ELECTROMNICS [I‘Hl\M‘I’El LIFITED ITEL 000 1 SG5 723
\"0.'-'"5. TECH (FRIVATE] LIMITED —————— N R = i S
||TECH SIHAT{PRI\J’ATFI tIMJTFD MOTOROLA 1,701 1 283 965
| FORTLINE [PHIU'I.T-EI- LIMITED MO TOROLA |
|[siccoTEL TRADING NOKIA =i |
||uniTED MATION = 2 —- NOHIA - 1
|| STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES [FRIVA TE) LIMITED = & = : MONAME d
ACTION MOBILE MO NAME |
|[IEONIC 5TARS ELECTRONICS NG NAME [
|| A.5. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED F y HOHAME = .
I RE TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED MO MARAE 12 | 272
|[ruRoTEL TRADING NO NAME
|[funoneL s el "l e !
|[ExERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OFPO 36,000 2,883,000
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED o - ] G MOBILE | - -
| EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) UMITED REALME 100,040 | 8,015,560
||BUNTORN MOBILE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED = — . _REALME |
|[LoGIsTICS PROPEL REALME & 1,800
|| PECE M SAVE SAMSUNG 10 | 2,205
|| 8200 COMMUNICATION = . = __SAMSUNG 733 | _GB,6BE
| SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMEUNG £ 27 887 N
|| GREEN ENTERPRISES W ) _ SAMISUNG ) | i 8
[[LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 249 455 | 29,748,380
||[SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG :
(EURDTEL TRADING : ——ma e _SAMSUMNG 5 i
I '\"UUHG TEEH 1I’ﬁl'h‘.ﬁ'|'.Ei IJMI'I.'ED 50 MOBILE |
|[ IR LINK comMMUNICATION LT T F TECND 134,880 ] 8,662,934
| .I\WANEE TEL‘ECDM "‘\I’T b LIBAITED TECND i
TRANSSION TECNOD ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECND 185,600 | 14,571,580 4
||comrETECH N N r F TECNO | 2
| SICED'I'ELTRAD[NG TECND 1 m
||CARLCARE SERVICE [PVT.) LIMITED —— —— TECNG | & | 1,370 m
COASTAL JADE TECHNCOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED _ VIVD 203,212 23,166,263
|| 55H TELECOM {SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED WGEOTEL 20,000 R45 RET 4
CARLCARE SERVICE [PVT.) LIMITED = F= VILLAGHN ] -
[ INOWI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED WILLADN z
|[ERGE COMSULTING SCLUTIONS =3 _HACMI uN | (T7]
CORETECH KIAOMI | T
||[TECH SIRAT [PRIVATE) LIMITED KLADM) | c Q=
| |GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE [PRIVATE] LIMITED s HIACGMI 1 g
|| STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES [PRIVATE) LIMITED AT ] g =T
|([oPTImaLS, XLACHMI 9 | 2,925 D=
||sELECT TE  [PRIVATE] LIMITED -— KIADMI_ 304,500 1 22,664,511 Z ez
|| UNITED COMMUNICATION (FVT.) LIMITED ¥ MOBILE 6,060 | 265,155 n P %
|| REPLEY [PVT.) LINMITED - —3 K MOBILE_ 1 m =
VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED X MOBILE | Den
|[PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED s - & ZEEKER i 5"5
||AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITE | 1
[|UNITED COMMUNICATION (FVT.) LIMITED ¥, P : ITE N T | SN B
| APPLE 10,729 | 5. 563 460 P
||ALLcaLL T
|[eo0GLE 163 11,705
| |HELLO TECH [ | S0
| — 14,060 1 542,515
&,010 | 335,041
' D
326,008 25,331,288 o
74,011 i 4,300,720 M
1,701 i 283,965
i o
A2 —TE —
| 36,000 | 2,883,000 -
| 100,046 | 8,017, 360 g
! 250,243 | 29,848,728 U
320,486 | 23,235,794
| 202,212 | 23,166,263
| uas, uu?
|| X MOBILE i
|[xiacna I
ZEEKER i
1 m 1
| Totsl 1,605,476 149,110,399
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on

Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolecommunication Lid.

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi Note 14 Series
lconic shots, /| crafted
Z00MP Al camera + All=5tar Durability

Starting from Rs. 53




Vivo Y200

80W FlashCharge | Al Aura Light Portrait

Y €0 Cool

*Ahvertising creativity, Please refer to the actual product for Setails and configurations,
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