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lutisalat
urges PM to e
Intervene in . i
Ufone-lelenor .
merger issue

The effect of the government rhetoric about streamlining the
system and putting everything on the fast track for quick action and
implementation of the decisions evaporates in thin air when months
are taken to execute things which otherwise can be sorted out in hours.
This notion fits well with the case of Etisalat which is playing a pivotal Matin Haider Resudent Editor Islamabad 0333-525 2553
role in the communication sector of the country and is a catalyst to
fetch foreign direct investment to Pakistan. Etisalat has been suffering
aﬂf Ptgﬂﬁﬁlﬂﬂcmﬂﬂ}' mﬂﬂﬂlf% gfmsmnm{cmgﬂdﬂh}tr hgt the ﬂﬂdf %frfthﬂ Usman Yagoob Director Marketing 0321-466 4602

I on Commission o on the merger of Ufone :
and Telenor which operate under its banner. This situation has not only Atehen Mhsshelo] Memee St
caused immense financial loss to Etisalat but is also going to mllify its
right to bid for the 5G auction.

After Ufone and Telenor Palkistan experienced delays, Etisalat, a Zafar Khan Afridi Senior Graphic Designer
UAE-based telecommunications company, has now formally requested
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharnf to intervene in the prolonged merger
process between the two COTR[RINES: .. . 7 Azhar Javed General Manager

In a letter to the Prime Minister, Etisalat emphasised the
current situation, highlighting Ufone’s significant investments and
contributions to Pakistan's telecommunications sector. Despite ) ]
submitting all required legal documents to the CCF, the merger, where Mirza Nabeel Tahir Legal Panel 0321-520 7351
Ufone would acquire Telenor Pakistan, has been stalled.

Etisalat expressed frustration with the CCP’s extended decision-
making process, despite providing comprehensive legal documentation Umar Shafqat Tax Consultant 0323426 2291
multiple times. The letter urged Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to
initiate a high-level investigation and expedite a resolution, citing
substantial financial losses for both companies and hindrances to
developmental progress. The company also argued that the delay not
only impacts the operational efficiency of the telecommunications
firms involved but also results in a significant loss of potential tax
revenue for Pakistan's national treasury.

Etisalat has raised the matter through diplomatic channels, with Ali Hassan Manager Social Media 0323-497 2029
a growing expectation that the government will take swift action to Ahmed Ali Manager Marketing Mix FM 100 0301-800 6300
resolve the deadlock, addressing the concerns raised by the UAE-
based company. The Auction Advisory Committee has also called
on the federal government to intervene in the ongoing Telenor-Ufone
acquisition process, citing delays affecting the country's preparations
for the upcoming 5G spectrum auction. {Vol. 28 Issue: 79) Price Rs: 1500

The decision to seek government intervention was made during Discount on one-year subscription Rs 3,000
a recent meeting chaired by Federal Finance Minister Muhammad total Rs 15,000
Aurangzeb at the Finance Division. During the meeting, the Pakistan www.flare.pk | Email: flare. mag@gmail.com
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) provided a comprehensive
briefing on Pakistan's preparations for the 5G spectrum auction and
the challenges hindering the process. ;

PTA officials informed the committee that an international Colour Sepration:
consultant had been hired in November 2024 to assess the telecom Fotoscan Process, 25-C Lower Mall, Lahore. Ph: 042-37111906, 37234042
market and engage with key industry stakeholders. This consultant,
selected under the Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA)
rules, has completed its assessment. Finalisation of the auction pricing
structure, auction design, and network rollout plans is expected soon,
with the spectrum auction scheduled for mid-2025.

PTA highlighted that delays in the Telenor-Ufone merger were
causing significant issues. The Competition Commission of Pakistan
G s a0 st s pastis et i ST mectids This Zubair Abmed Kasur, <er-cren publisher of FLARE Business
unresolved situation has complicated the PTA’s ability to determine News Magazine published from House No. 46, Block J, Gulberg
whether the telecom market will operate with three or four players, 1li, Lahore.

crucial for setting a spectrum cap.
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[.etters to the
EDITOR

Rise of drug addiction

The growmg dmug addiction among young Pakistanis
as a pressing issue 1s destroying potential, fanulies and
threatening the nation’s future.

The prevalence of drug use, especially among women, 1s a
growing concern for public health. Pakistan has an estimated
6.7 million drug users, with nearly 2 million being addicts,
making 1t one of the highest numbers globally. Cannabis
and herom are commonly abused due to their affordability
and accessibility. The influx of narcotics from Afghanistan
such as methamphetamime, hash, and marjuana, has
further exacerbated the problem. Urgent action by the Anti-
Narcotics Force, police, and other authorities 1s needed to
address this erisis and prevent the youth from indulging in
addiction which not only 1s runing their own lives but also
jeopardising the nation’s progress.

Arslan Malhi, Lahore

Need to update education system

The existing obsolete examination system m our country
15 promoting rote memorisation mstead of motivating
the students to crtical thinking and understanding. This
approach impedes mtellectual growth and stifies creatrvity,
as students focus on regurgitation rather than looking into
the mformation deeply. Assessments often test memory
rather than practical application, hindering students’ ability
to apply their knowledge to real-world scenarios. Educators,
policymakers, and parents must collaborate and shift the
focus of education to genuine comprehension and critical
analysis. Let’s create an environment that empowers students
to question, analyze, research and apply thewr knowledge
creatively, preparing them for success m a complex, ever-
changing world.

Fahim Bashir, Rawalpindi

Unaware about physical activity

Many people in Sindh and Balochistan living a traditional
lifestyle, are still unaware of the advantages of exercise,
viewing it as a waste of time. However, scientific evidence
corroborates exercise as a highly beneficial practice for
body and mund Engaging mn regular physical activity
helps develop muscle and bone strength besides enhancing
physical fitness. It also plays a crucial role in maintaining
overall health by reducing the risk of chronic conditions such
as heart disease. Furthermore, exercise has a positive impact
on mental well-being by triggering the release of endorphins,
which help manage stress and anxiety. Ultimately, physical
exercise confributes to a sense of happiness and well-being
by releasing endorphins that create a natural feeling of joy.

Despite the well-documented benefits of exercise, many
people in Sindh and Balochistan remamn uninformed. The
lack of physical activity has brought up a generation that 1s
lethargic and lacks motivation. While experiencing low energy
levels and weakness, these youngsters are unable to recogmise
that exercise 1s the key to improving their overall health I
encourage all Pakistanis, particularly those in Balochistan and
Sindh, to adopt the routine of physical exercise as the most
effective solution to ummotivation, laziness and weakness.
It 1s a natural and powerful means for achueving a healthier

lifestyle.
Sana Baloch, Hub

Write us at: flare.mag@ gmail.com

Blessings or burden

The holy month of Ramazan has passed after showering
mmense blessings of Almighty Allah. However, profiteers
and vendors took this month to sell thewr goods at exorbitant
rates to earn more and more illegitimate profits. They do
it despite the fact that Ramazan 1s a month of blessings,
patience, and generosity. Yet, in our markets, it has become
a time of soaring prices, ruthless profiteering, and financial
stramn. The contrast 1s stark. Ramazan in other parts of the
Muslim world 1s observed with charity and kindness, but
here, it 1s a tume for rampant inflation.

As spoon as Ramazan commences, the prices of fruits,
vegetables, flour, and meat skyrocket as if some magic has
worked. The same vendors who sold sugar at repular prices
m the previous month now treat it as a precious commodity
to sell it at an extra price. ‘Ramazan deals’ may promuse
discounts, but in reality, they are just inflated prices disguised
as special offers.

The government talks about price control, but the reality is
different. Hoarding, black marketing, and artificial shortages
are all part of the annual Ramazan routine. The true essence
of this holy month 1s about making life easier for others,
but we have pushed this message of the holy month on the
back burner. Now 1t 1s time not to compromise with this
exploitation as normal Authorities must take decisive action,
and as consumers, we need to question, resist, and refuse to

be exploited year after year.

Agsa Malik, Rawalpindi

Cryptocurrency & power crisis

Pakistan 1s facing electricity shortages, and cryptocurrency
mining 1s exacerbating the problem. The energy-intensive
nature of muning operations 1s stramming the power grid,
leadmng to longer blackouts and higher costs for consumers.
Illegal mining operations are stealing electricity, further
worsening the crisis. The country’s reliance on fossil fuels for
electricity generation is also contributing to carbon emissions.
This situation 1s impactmg industrial productivity, with the
textile sector reporting significant losses. The country cannot
sustain cryptocwrrency muming until 1t addresses its energy
stability issues. Prionitizing electricity for citizens and
mdustries 1s crucial to avoid economic paralysis.

Miuthammad Suhaib, Karachi

Tragic incidents due water tanker
malfia

I am writing to mnform you about a tragic meident that took
place near the Malir Halt bus stop in Karachi. A water tanker
ran over a man Abdul Qayyum, and his pregnant wife,
Zamab, as they were nding a motorcycle after a hospital
check-up. Sadly, during the accident, Zainab gave birth to
a newborn who died on the spot. The tanker driver has been
arrested, and authorities believe the accident may have been
caused by brake failure. This unfortunate incident highlights
the growing concern over the increasing number of traffic
accidents mvolving heavy vehicles like water tankers n
Karachi. So far tlus year, there have been 214 fatalities
due to traffic accidents; 68 of which were caused by heavy
vehicles. The families of the victims have demanded strict
action against the driver mvolved.

Iqra Hassan, Karachi

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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Business News Magazine

Pakistan Crypto Council (PCC) has been
officially launched, marking a significant
milestone in the country’s efforts to regulate
and incorporate blockchain technology and

digital assets into its financial landscape.

The Council will play a crucial role in shaping
policies, promoting innovation, and ensuring a secure
and forward-thinking approach to crypto adoption in
Pakistan.

Finance Minister Muhammad Awrangzeb will
government’s dedication to the evolving digital econ-
omy. Bilal Bin Saqgib, the Chief Adwvisor tothe Finance
Minister for the Palastan Crypto Council, has been
appointed as the CEO of the Council, leveraging his
expertise in blockchain technology, investment strate-

The immediate board members of the Pakistan
Crypto Council include the Governor of the State
Bank of Pakistan, the Chairman of the Securities
and Exchange Commission of Palastan (SECP), the
Federal Law Secretary, and the Federal IT Secretary.
This diverse leadership structure ensures that regula-
and technological advancements are harmonised to
support Pakistan's crypto ecosystem.

A new chapter for digital finance in Pakistan

The establishment of the Pakistan Crypto Coun-
cill demonstrates the government's proactive ap-
proach to positioning Pakistan at the forefront of
the global blockchain technology and digital assets
movement. With regulatory clanty and a structured
strategy, Pakistan aims to create a safe and compliant
in the crypto sector.

Finance Mmister Muhammad Aurangzeb re-
marked, “The world 15 swiftly transitioning to digital
finance, and Palkistan aspires to lead in this domain.
The formation of the Pakistan Crypto Council is a
step towards embracing innovation while ensuring a
regulatory framework that safeguards investors and
the financial system. We are committed to nurturing
a responsible and progressive crypto ecosystem that
can coniribute to Pakistan's economic development.”

Bilal Bin Sagib, CEO of the Pakistan Crypto
stating, “This council is not just about regulations—
it's about fostering an ecosystem where blockchain
and digital finance can flourish. Our objective is to
position Pakistan as a competitive player in the global
we aim to stnike a balance between progressive poli-
preneurs and businesses can confidently explore the
potential of blockchain technology.”

The Palkistan Crypto Council will focus on formu-
Pakistan as a significant player in the global digital
asset landscape.

Next steps

As the council commences its operations, it will
priontise:

= lishing clear regulatory guidelines to facili-
tate crypto adoption.

= Collaborating with mnternational crypto and
blockchain organisations to implement best practices.

= Encouraging responsible innovation by collabo-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Free download: flare.pk
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Council formed to
embed cryptocurrency
in Pakistan’s financial

system

The Pakistan Cryptd Council will focus on

formulating clear regulatory policies, engaging
stakeholders from the public and private sectors,
and positioning Pakistan as a significant player in the
global digital asset landscape

rating closely with industry players, including fintech
startups, investors, and blockchain developers.

= Safeguarding consumers and ensuring financial
security through robust legal and compliance frame-
worlks.

The launch of the Pakistan Crypto Council her-
alds a new era in Pakistan's financial and technolog-
ical evolution, reinforcing the country’s position as a
hub for business and innovation in the digital finance
sector.

About the Pakistan Crypto Council

The Pakistan Crypto Council (PCC) is a govern-
ment-backed mitiative aimed at regulating, foster-
g, and integrating blockchain and cryptocurrency
mnovations info Pakistan's financial and economic

With regulatory clarity and a
structured strategy, Pakistan aims
to create a safe and compliant
environment for investors,
businesses, and innovators in the
crypto sector

framework. Led by key policymakers, regulatory
heads, and industry experts, the PCC is dedicated
to establishing a robust and progressive digital asset
ecosystem.

The business community nationwide has landed
the government’s initiatives to promote cryptocurren-
cy and blockchain technology, recognizing this move

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

as a potentially transformative step for the country's
economy. The appomtment of Bilal Bin Saqgib as the
Chief Advisor to the Finance Minister for the Palka-
stan Crypto Council underscores the government's
serious commitment to transitioning towards a digi-
tal economy. Embracing modern technology and in-
tegrating it into the national economy is imperative,
and these measures have the potential to reshape Pa-
kistan's business landscape in the years ahead.

They highlighted the global acceptance of crypto-
of countries like the United States, European nations,
the United Arab Emirates, Japan, and Singapore that
have regulated cryptocurrency and are reaping its
benefits.

They urged the government to introduce a clear
policy and regulatory framework for cryptocurrency
to enable the Palkistani public and business commmu-
nity to fully leverage this technology. The State Bank
of Pakistan and the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission of Pakistan (SECF) should collaborate to de-
velop a model that ensures cryptocurency is secure,
well-regulated, and legally recognized. Additionally,
awareness campaigns should be launched for the
business commumity to educate them on the safe use
of cryptocurrency and the potenfial risks associated
with it.

Ultimately, they stated that strategically legaliz-
mg and safeguarding cryptocurrency could not only
stabilize Palistan’s economy but also create new
imvestment opportumties, empowenng the youth fi-
nancially and driving a digital revolution within the
country’s economic frameworic.

MARCH, 2025
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Business News Magazine

ith the government’s economic
managers working diligently to
guide the country out of its eco-
nomic challenges, the fiscal year
2025 is witnessing progress in foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) trends, with several nations ex-
pressing interest across different sectors. Conse-
quently, compared to the past three years, experts
anticipate an improvement in the flow of foreign
direct investment in Pakistan for 2025, owing to
the government's holistic and comprehensive
economic policies alongside recent bilateral and
multilateral negotiations for foreign investment,
raising hopes for increased investment in future.

As the country steadily advances towards mac-
roeconomic stability, its economy is laying a solid
groundwork for enduring economic growth.

Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue,
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, has also gained
notable confidence from investors during his re-
cent wisits to the Middle East, the European
Union, the United States, Central Asian States,
and Azerbatjan.

The minister accentuated the importance of
collaboration in sectors such as digital infrastruc-
ture, the digital economy, digital FDI, digital
skills, and digital governance, leading the country
towards greater digitalisation, modernisation, and
e-commerce—essential components of a smart,
knowledge-based economy in the future.

Alongside this, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Azer-
baijjan, and Uzbekistan are demonstrating will-
ingness to bring forth an impressive investment
portfolio exceeding $12 billion. Moreover, Sau-
di Arabia’s popular fast-food chain, Al Baik, is
poised to enter the Pakistani market soon.

Investment from Saudi Arabia is on the rise,
with agreements between both countries now sur-
passing $6 billion. Al Baik is set to open its busi-
ness in Pakistan, and Aramco has already estab-
lished fuel stations in the country.

Additionally, Qatar plans to invest $3 billion,
while Azerbaijan aims to contribute $2 billion
when Pakistan has also signed a port development
agreement with Abu Dhabi.

Recently, Federal Minister for Board of Invest-
ment, Privatisation and Communications, Abdul
Aleem Khan, along with his delegation, held a
meeting with Israfel Mammadov, CEO of the
State Oil Fund, in Baku, Azerbaijan.

After the visit, Abdul Aleem Khan mentioned
in a media briefing that Azerbaijan has signed an
agreement to invest $2 billion in various sectors,
including energy and oil.

According to the Azerbaijani Ambassador to
Pakistan, Khazar Farhadov, during a recent meet-
ing between Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
President of Azerbaijan, ITham Aliyev, a $2 bil-
lion investment in Pakustan was announced.

“This will yield benefits for both countries.
A one-month timeframe has been established to
finalise the projects, with agreements in various
sectors expected to be signed in April this year
during the wvisit of the Azerbaijani President to
Pakistan,” the ambassador informed a news wire.

He stated that this marks a significant leap in
our trade and investment relations and will viv-

Free download: flare.pk
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Positive economic
indicators attracting
handsome foreign

investment

to Pakistan

and Uzbekistan are also demonstrating their
willingness to bring forth a substantial investment
portfolio exceeding $12 billion. Furthermore, Saudi
Arabia’s renowned fast-food chain, Al Baik; is
preparing to enter the Pakistani market shortly

terprises, oil and gas, agriculture, gas exploration,
the aviation industry, mining, and other sectors.
In bilateral negotiations, Saudi Arabia has
dlso consented to increase its previously pledged
investment in Pakistan by an additional $650 mil-
lion to $2.8 billion and signed seven memoranda
of understanding during Prime Minister Shehbaz
Shanf’s recent visit to Saudi Arabia.
At the end of 2024,

idly reflect the bilateral

cconomic and trade ties AS the country gradually moves

towards macroeconomic
stability, its economy is esta
lishing a robust foundation for $2.2 billion in Islamabad.
sustainable economie growth

between the two parties.

Meanwhile, the Am-
bassador of Uzbekistan to
Pakistan, Alisher Tukh-
taev, has also conveyed
that during the recent visit
of Prime Minister Sheh-

a Saudi delegation, led
by the Saudi Investment
Minister, concluded 27
b- memoranda of under-

standing (MoUs) worth

Reflecting on these
developments, the Pres-

baz Sharif to Uzbekistan, negotiations concluded
on a $7 billion project for the construction of the
Trans-Afghan Raitway.

“The implementation of the Trans-Afghan
Railway project was a key focus during discus-
sions, which is anticipated to serve as a strong cat-
alyst for trade and economic integration among
numerous countries,” he remarked.

Since last year, Pakistan has been pursuing
public and private investments in state-owned en-
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ident of the Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce, Atif Tkram,
expressed optimism that following economic sta-
bilisation, the country would transition to sustain-
able economic growth, with Pakistan now receiv-
ing positive news from various nations regarding
increased foreign direct investment.

It 15 notable that during the fiscal year 2024,
Pakistan, besides China, received $568.20 million
from several friendly countries, including $358
million from Hong Kong, $268 million from the
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UK, $137 million from the USA, $100 million
from Singapore, $87 million from the UAE, $74
million from Saudi Arabia, $33 million from Ma-
laysia, and $10 million from South Korea.

It appears that the country is now reaping the
benefits of the Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), which 1s addressing all structur-
al, bureaucrafic, legal, economic, and financial
barriers to attract a greater inflow of FDI into the
country.

Currently, all institutions are aligned and dil-
igently working to stabilise the macro-economy
through substantive meetings and negotiations,
pledging all possible support to potential inves-
tors and businesspeople looking to invest in the
country.

The economic team of Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif’s government remains proactive in
attracting foreign direct investment in energy,
electric vehicles, lithium batteries, green tech-
nologies, hydrogen power generation, informa-
tion and communications technology, artificial
intelligence, hybnid agniculfure, human capital,
metals and mining sectors There is legitimate
hope that these investments will further fortify
macro-economy, achieving the critical compo-
nents of stability, sustainability, and imnovation
for Pakistan.
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Security steps need to
be observed while using

G
Og gfe Waﬁ
et
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Google Wallet

B Google Wallet

To enhance security while using Google Wallet
in Pakistan, users should adhere to the following
best practices: Enable biometric authentication:
Utilize fingerprints or facial recognition to prevent

= i . . W
unauthorized aceess. Avoid using public Wi-Fi:
Always opt for secure networks or mobile data when

conducting transactions

oogle Wallet has been recently launched

in Pakistan to provide users with a cornve-

nient way to store debit and credit cards
digital wallets have become more popular it has also
naturally given rise to security concerns. So there is
a need to examine the potential securnity risks associ-
ated with Google Wallet and the measures in place
to address these threats. Additionally, this write-up
will also delve into a real-world case study that un-
derscores the importance of digital payment security.

While Google Wallet is equipped with robust se-
curity features, it is important for users to be mind-
ful of the potential threats that accompany digital
payment solutions: Cybercriminals often employ
phishing tactics to deceive users into providing sen-
sitive information such as card details or venification
codes. A frandulent email or text message may mim-
ic an official Google notification, leading unsuspect-
ing users to mput their credentials on a fake website.
unsafe downloads, allowing hackers to access stored
payment mformation. A Trojan or keylogger can
capture keystrokes and steal login credentials, com-
promising the user's wallet.

If a smartphone containing Google Wallet is lost
or stolen, unauthonsed individuals may try to access
the wallet and conduct frandulent transactions, par-
ticularly if addihonal security layers are not activat-
ed.

Using Google Wallet on unsecured public Wi-Fi
networks heightens the risk of man-in-the-middle
(MITM) attacks, where hackers can intercept trans-

Failure to enable strong authentication methods
like biometric venification or two-factor authenti-
cation (2FA) significantly increases the risk of un-
authorised to the wallet. To mifigate these
risks, Google has implemented multiple secunty
layers within its wallet system: Google Wallet utilis-
es tokenisation to replace actual card details with a
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unique digital token. This ensures that even if frans-
action data are intercepted the hacker cannot obtain
actual card information.

Users are required to set up device security fea-
tures, such as: Biometric authentication (fingerprint
or facial recognition) PIN or pattern lock Two-factor
authentication (2FA) for added protection

Remote Device Locking and Erasure In the event
of a lost or stolen phone, users can utilise Google's
Find My Device feature to remotely lock their device
or erase all sensitive information, preventing unau-
thorized access.

Every transaction made through Google Wallet
is encrypted, safeguarding payment details during
leaks in the event of cyberattacks.

Every transaction made through
Google Wallet is encrypted, safe-
guarding payment details during
transmission. This encryption
helps prevent data leaks in the
event of cyberattacks

Google Wallet continuously monitors transac-
tions for any unusual activity. If suspicious transac-
tions are detected, users receive immediate alerts and
may be prompted to venify their identity.

A cybersecunty firm investigated a case where
fraudsters utilised advanced phishing techniques to
exploit digital wallets. A group of hackers targeted
prompting them to reauthenticate their accounts.

One victim, unaware of the scam, clicked on the
unknowingly granting hackers access to their digital
wallet. Unauthorised transactions were swiftly pro-
cessed. The vichim only realised the fraud after re-
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Following an investigation, securify experts dis-
covered that the attackers uhlised a sophisticated
phishing lit to replicate Google's authenfication
page. This incident underscores the importance of
vigilance and security awareness when using digital
wallets.

To enhance security while using Google Wallet
in Pakistan, users should adhere to the following best
practices: Enable biometric authentication: Utilise
fingerprints or facial recognition to prevent unautho-
nised access. Avoid using public Wi-Fi: Abways opt
for secure networks or mobile data when conducting
transactions.
account statements and report suspicious activities
to the bank. Exercise caution with phishing emails:
be from Google Wallet.

Keep device software updated: Ensure your
phone'’s operating system and Google Wallet app
are consistently updated to the latest versions to mit-
igate vulnerability. The launch of Google Wallet in
Palastan marks a significant advancement towards
a cashless society. While Google has implemented
robust security measures, users must also take pro-
active steps to safeguard their financial mformation.
security practices, individuals can securely enjoy the
convenience of Google Wallet without compromis-
ing their security.

According to a statement issued by Google, the
app provides a safer and more streamlined payment
experience while also supporting digital items such
as loyalty cards and boarding passes. Users can
download the application from the Google Play
Store to get started.

Farhan Qureshi, Country Director for Goo-
gle Pakistan, highlighted the significance of the
launch, stating, “Pakistan’s digital payments land-
scape is evolving rapidly, and as more people em-
brace digital transactions, Google Wallet offers a
secure, seamless, and efficient way to pay, shop, and
mﬂ."

He added that the app would allow users to tap
and pay in stores, complete online checkouts effort-
lessly, and easily access their boarding passes while
travelling. “This launch will contribute significantly
to financial inclusion in Pakistan and unlock eco-
nomic opportunities for all,” he emphasised.

As of today, cardholders of Bank AlFalah, Bank
of Punjab, Faysal Bank Noor, HBL, JazzCash,
Meezan Bank, and UBL can add their cards to Goo-
gle Wallet and use their Android phones or Wear
OS5 devices for contactless payments. Additionally,
Allied Bank, Easypaisa Digital Bank, JS Bank, and
Zindigi will soon integrate their cards with Google
Wallet. Users can also make payments online and
in-app through merchants partnered with PayFast,
including Onic, Gul Ahmed, Sana Safinaz, I., and
K-Electric.

In addition to payment functionalities, Google
Wallet supports digital travel conveniences. Passen-
gers flying with Batik Air and Thai Airways can
store their boarding passes in the app, receiving re-
al-time updates on departure times and gate chang-
es for a hassle-free airport experience. Similarly,
Bookme.pk and Sastaticket.pk users can save their
bus, train, and event tickets in Google Wallet.

The statement also underscored Google Wallet's
commitment to privacy and security, incorporating
industry-standard tokenisation to protect transac-
tions. The app generates a unique, device-specific
token for each transaction, ensuring enhanced secu-
nity. Additionally, banks require verification before
adding a card, and screen lock protechion ensures
that only the authorised user can access the Wallet.

Users who already have an eligible credit or
debit card saved to their Google account will see it
automatically appear in Google Wallet. New cards
can be added by following simple on-screen instruc-
tions, reviewing the issuer’s terms, and completing
the verification process.

With Google Wallet now available in Palkastan,
users can enjoy a seamless digital payment expe-
nience while travelling and shopping, both locally
and mternationally.
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Jazz CEO Aamir Ibrahim awarded
Hilal-e-Imtiaz to acknowledge

services for ﬁn

an01al dlgltlsauon _

-0l

This recognition highlights his forward-thinking leadership in advancing digital
inclusion, financial empowerment, and national resilience. Under his guidance,
Jazz has evolved from a telecommunications company into Pakistan’s leading
digital operator, serving over 100 million citizens and broadening access to high-
speed mobile broadband across the country.

n a significant recognition of his contributions
to Pakistan's digital and financial sectors, Aamir
Hafeez Ibralum, CEO of Jazz and Chairman of
bilink Bank, was awarded the Hilal-e-Imhaz,
one of the nation’s highest civilian honours, by Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari. This acknowledgement reflects
his forward-locking leadership in promoting digital
silience. Under his stewardship, Jazz has transformed
from a telecommunications operator into Palkistan’s
foremost digital provider, catering to over 100 million
cifizens and enhancing access to high-speed mobile
broadband nationwide.

Through Mobilink Bank and JazzCash, which
boasts over 48 million registered users as Palkistan's
leading digital wallet, Aamir has been a staunch ad-
ensures that women, youth, and small and medum
enterprises {SMEs) have the essenfial resources and
access needed to thrive in today’s economy. By digi-
tising daily transactions and facilitating participation
1in the formal financial system, these programmes are
propelling Palstan's transition towards a cashless,
digitally empowered economy.

In addition to expanding access, Aamir Ibrahim
has played a pivotal role in bnidging the divide be-
tween industry and academia in Pakistan, equipping
future generations with the digital skills and exposure
necessary for sustainable economic participation.
Upon recerving the Award, Aamir expressed his grat-
itude, stating: “Receiving this honour on Pakistan
Day fills me with immense pride. It acknowledges
the potential of digital technology and financial in-
clusion to empower all Pakistanis, regardless of their
background or location. Thas is the path to progress:
a connected, cashless, and mclusive Pakistan where
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every individual has the chance to flourish. I am priv-
ileged to be part of this journey and more commutted
than ever to serving our nation’s fisture.”

The Hilal-e-Imtiaz awarded to Aamir Hafeez
Ibrahim is not merely a personal achievement but a
testament to Jazz and Mobilink Bank's collective muis-
sion to enhance the lives and livelihoods of Pakistanis

by making digital and financial services accessible, in-

As Pakistan advances towards a digital fiture, this
moment serves as a reminder of the potential of pur-
pose-dnven leadership aligned with national devel-
opment. Under the poidance of telecommumnications
leader Aamir Ibrahim, Jazz has experienced substan-
tial growth in both reverme and services. Aamir is
committed to providing exceptional customer service
without disruptions, positoming Jazz as a leading
company in the telecommmunications sector.

In a recent accolade, Mobilink Bank received the
GLOMO Award for its support of women's rights in
inheritance and was recognised as one of the “Top 10
Inclhusive Companies of the Year' at the Global Di-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

versity, Equity, and Inclusion Benchmarks (GDEIB)
Awards 2025,

Jazz 15 playing a major role in Palistan's digital
transformation, driving the shift towards a digital-first
ServiceCo while promoting financial inclusion and
digital adoption on a wide scale. With a substantial
investment of PKR 53.9 billion in 2024, a 46.2% in-
crease year-on-year, Jazz is redefining how Pakistanis
connect, transact, and engage in an increasingly dig-
ital economy.

Under the leadership of
telecommunications expert Aamir
Ibrahim, Jazz has experienced
significant growth in both revenue
and services. Aamir is dedicated
to providing exceptional customer
service without disruption,
thereby establishing Jazz as a
prominent player in the telecom-

munications industry.

In the fourth quarter of 2024, Jazz achieved a
16.6% year-on-year revenue growth, drven by a
53.1% increase in digital revermes, demonstrating
strong performance in fintech, entertamment, and
enterprise solutions. The DO1440 strategy is gaining
traction, marked by a 15.3% year-on-year increase in
4G users to 50.6 million, 4G penetration reaching
70.7%, and a 24.6% year-on-year rise in mulhplay
customers, further solidifying Jazz's expanding digi-
tal ecosystem.
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Make business, personal life
easy with SKGO Al-equipped
smartphone

smartphones, making everyday tasks more efficient. A key feature of the SEGO
XAl is the Al Translator, available on all SEGO smart devices. This advanced tool
provides instant language translation, making communication across different
languages easier. Whether for business, travel, or casual conversations, the Al
Translator effortlessly bridges linguistic gaps

EGO Mobile has brought advanced tech-
nology to Pakistan with slim, sleek designs,
vibrant colour displays, and long-lasting
batteries. The latest addition to their lineup
is the SEGO XAI, the first Al-based smartphones
aimed at simplifying users’ lives. SEGO Mobile
has integrated an Al translator into all SEGO
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smartphone devices to meet the needs of the Paki-
stami population. This innovative technology is set
to transform how users interact with their smart-
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phones, making everyday tasks more efficient. A
key feature of the SEGO XAI is the AT Transla-

tor, available on all SEGO smart devices. This ad-
vanced tool provides instant language translation,
making communication across different languages
easier. Whether for business, travel, or casual con-
versations, the Al Translator effortlessly bridges

SEGO XAl is a significant
advancement towards a smarter,
more connected Pakistan. From
voice assistance to personalised

recommendations, this Al technol-
ogy adjusts to users’ preferences
and behaviours, enhancing their
digital experience in new ways

SEGO XAT 15 a significant advancement to-
wards a smarter, more connected Pakistan. From
voice assistance to personalised recommendations,
this Al technology adjusts to users’ preferences
and behaviours, enhancing their digital experi-
ence in new ways. Tailored to the taste of Paki-
stani Users, it is designed to meet local language,
culture, and daily needs. Seamless Al Integration

— Streamlining tasks, improving efficiency, and

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

personalising interactions. Exclusively on SEGO
Smartphones —Incorporating powerful Al features
directly into SEGO devices.

With the launch of SEGO XAI, Pakistan is
entering a new era of Artificial Intelligence (AI).
This is just the beginning of SEGO’s dedication
to providing innovative Al-driven solutions that

enhance user experiences. Stay tuned for more up-
dates as SEGO continmues to shape the technologi-
cal landscape in Pakistan.
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Siccotel, Inovi Telecom
strategise partnership at MWC

Barcelona 2025

.

During the event, they held a productive meeting with Transsion Holdings and
key brand officials from Infinix, Nokia, Honor, Itel, Villaon, and Tecno Mobile.
The discussions focused on strengthening partnerships and exploring initiatives
to enhance the mobile technology landscape in Pakistan and beyond

iccotel President, Usman Sultan, and Inovi

Telecom CEQ, Zeeshan Mianoor, had the

honour of attending the MWC Barcelona

2025, a prominent event in the mobile tech-
nology industry. The event provided a platform for
fostering collaborations and exploring foture op-
portunities in the telecom sector.

During the event, they held a productive meet-
ing with Transsion Holdings and key brand repre-
sentatives from Infinix, Nokia, Honor, Itel, Villa-
on, and Tecno Mobile.

The discussions focused on strengthening part-
nerships and exploring ventures to enhance the
mobile technology landscape in Pakistan and be-
yond.

Eey areas of discussion included strategic alli-
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ances, product expansion, 5G technology lannch,
ecosystem development, market demand analysis,
geographical expansion, and after-sales service en-
hancements to improve customer satisfaction.

Siccotel President, Usman
Sultan, and Inovi Telecom CEQO,
Z.eeshan Mianoor, had the
honour of attending the MWC
Barcelona 2025, a prominent
event in the mobile technology
industry

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

The meeting also addressed challenges and
opportunifies in the telecom industry, discussing
solutions to navigate competitive dynamics and
meet evolving consumer demands. Valuable in-
sights were exchanged on growth strategies, digital
innovation, and aligning business objectives with
market trends.

The conference featured panel discussions,
strategic meetings, and major partnership an-
nouncements, highlighting the commitment of
Siccotel and Inovi Telecom to dnving innovation
and reshaping the foture of telecommunications.

This meeting signifies a significant step to-
wards collaborative innovation, setting the stage
for transformative advancements in the mobile
technology sector in the years to come.
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itel store opens in Multan adding
ground to 1ts advanced-tech

1 B8

Veeki Chen, CEO of'itel, led the launch, demonstrating the company’s

smartphone market

e 4

commitment to providing innovative home solutions to consumers in the region.
David, Head of itel Home, also participated to emphasise the brand’s vision of
offering accessible and reliable home appliances.

® tel, a prominent brand in mobile and home ap-
pliances, has officially inaugurated its first itel

Home Store in Multan, mariing a significant

step in the Pakistani market. The grand opening
event was attended by key figures from itel and its
distribution pariners.

Veeki Chen, CEO of itel, led the launch, demon-
strating the company’s commitment to providing
innovative home solutions to consumers in the re-
gion. David, Head of itel Home, also participated
to emphasise the brand’s vision of offering accessi-
ble and reliable home appliances.

Asim Jamil, Business Head of itel Home, un-
derscored the strategic significance of Multan in

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

itel's expansion strategy, acknowledging the grow-
ing demand for quality home appliances in the city.

Asim Jamil, Business Head of itel
Home, underscored the strategic
significance of Multan in itel’s
expansion strategy, acknowledg-
ing the growing demand for quali-
ty home appliances in the city

WalidMianoor, Marketing Manager of Advance
Telecom, a key distribution partner, was also pres-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ent at the event, highlighting the collaborative effort
behind the successful opening of the store.
The new itel Home Store will feature a wide ar-

ray of products, catering to the diverse needs of res-
idents m Multan. This launch highlights itel's com-
mitment to providing accessible and high-quality
home solutions to Pakistani consumers, solidifying
its position as a key player in the market.

itel continues to extend its reach across the
country, offering quality prodocts and services to
customers. With its durable, innovative features,
long-lasting batteries, and stylish handsets, it is be-
COMmmumty.
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VGO TEL partners with Quetta
Gladiators for thn]]mg PSI. 2025
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The event was graced by Naveed Gaba, CEO Df \«GO TEL pﬂletdﬂ and Nadeem
Omar, the owner of Quetta Gladiators, during the signing ceremony. The
partnership signing event was a grand occasion, symbolizing the union of two
formidable entities driven by passion, excellence, and a shared goal to engage
with millions of ericket enthusiasts nationwide

n an exciting development that merges the

realms of sports and smart technology, VGO

TEL Pakistan has officially partnered with

Quetta Gladiators for the HBL Pakistan Su-
per League (PSL) 2025.

The event was graced by Naveed Gaba, CEO
of VGO TEL Pakistan, and Nadeem Omar, the
owner of Quetta Gladiators, during the signing
ceremony. The partnership signing event was a
grand occasion, symbolizing the union of two for-
midable entities driven by passion, excellence, and
a shared goal to engage with millions of cricket
enthusiasts nationwide.

As Quetta Gladiators gear up for another thrill-
ing PSL season, their collaboration with VGO
TEL is poised to enhance fan interaction and re-
define the intersection of cricket and technological
innovation.

Both brands share a common goal of inspiring
the youth, showcasing talent, and delivering ex-
ceptional experiences to the andience. Whether on
the cricket field or through innovative technology,
their focus is on engaging with the Pakistam com-
munity and providing them with reasons to cheer.

VGO TEL has been making significant strides
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in Pakistan, known for its high-quality yet afford-
able smartphones. Their devices cater to a diverse
range of users, from students to professionals, con-
tent creators, and cricket enthusiasts. Through this
partnership, VGO TEL aims to forge emotional
connections with fans nationwide.
VGO TEL has been making signif-
icant strides in Pakistan, known
for its high-quality yet affordable
smartphones. Their devices cater
to a diverse range of users, from
students to professionals, content

creators, and cricket enthusiasts

Quetta Gladiators, a beloved team in the PSL,
have garnered a strong following due to their com-
petitive spirit, exciting performances, and dedi-
cated supporters. With the backing of VGO TEL,
they are poised to enhance their digital presence,
offering fans more access to behind-the-scenes
content and additional engagement opportuni-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ties. Through VGO TEL's technology, fans can
expect exclusive content, real-time updates, in-
teractive contests, and potential interactions with
their favorite players. Whether in the comfort of
their homes, fans will feel intimately involved in
the game. The hashtag #VGOxGladiators quickly
gained traction on social media, generating buzz
among fans for the upcoming ml]abumt:ms in-
cluding limited-edition products, merchandise,
player features, gaming challenges, and more. This
partnership is not just a business arrangement; it
promises an immersive experience for fans.

Leaders from both VGO TEL and Quetta
Gladiators expressed their enthusiasm for the col-
laboration, emphasizing its significance in engag-
ing with fans in a more profound and inmovative
manner. This partnership underscores VGO TEL's
commitment to supporting Pakistami talent and
fostering a love for cricket through cutfing-edge
devices and technology. From thrilling matches
to tech-driven fan experiences, this collaboration
1s set to deliver a PSL season like never before.
Whether cheering from the stands or following the
action on their devices, fans are now an integral
part of the team.
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TECGNO CAMON 40
Series — Redefining
dynamic photography
for the next era

TECNO

CAMON 40

No Pose, Just Snap

*Flazhinop  *Tecno Al JRSP Wenlerproof
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¢ TECNo Al

Blending innovation w 1{h deamn the CAMON

40 Series features a sleek, ultra-thin build with a
stunning Swan Neck curved design. With an
ultra-lightweight body and narrow borders, it offers
a sophisticated look while maintaining comfortable
usability. The one-tap button enhances quick
operation, ensuring effortless access to key functions

ECNO introduces the highly anficipat-

ed CAMON 40 Series, featuring the

CAMON 40 and CAMON 40 Pro. De-

signed to set new standards in dynamic

photography, smart Al innovations, and robust

durability, this series delivers an unmatched smart-
phone experience.

Capinre the Perfect Shot Instantly -
FlashSnap Mode

Introducing FlashSnap Mode, a revolutionary

feature that ensures you never miss a moment.

Whether capturing fast-moving action or a fleet-
ing smile, FlashSnap Mode delivers unparalleled
speed and precision.

With a simple double-click of the One-Tap
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Button, the phone instantly enters FlashSnap
Mode, activating BestMoment, which intelligently
captures the perfect shot in real time.

The 50MP Sony Flagship Camera (LY T-700C
Sensor, 1/1.56” with OIS) brings profession-
al-grade imaging to your fingertips. Combined
with AT Eraser 2.0, unwanted objects can be re-
moved mnstantly, enhancing clarity and ensuring
picture-perfect memories. The One-Tap Button is
fully customizable, allowing users to assign it to
functions like recording, mute, flashlight, or screen
recording. A long press activates Ella AT Assistant,
adding hands-free convenience.

Introducing FlashSnap Mode, a
revolutionary feature that ensures
yOu never miss a moment.
Whether capturing fast-mov-
ing action or a fleeting smile,
FlashSnap Mode delivers
unparalleled speed and precision

The CAMON 40 Pro elevates selfies with
a 50MP Auto-Focus Front Camera, while the
CAMON 40 features a 32MP Auto-Focus Front
Camera with an 89° wider field of view, ensuring
sharp and vivid self-portraits.

Elegant Design & Leading Aesthetics

Blending innovation with design, the CAMON
40 Series features a sleek, ultra-thin build with a
stunning Swan Neck curved design. With an ul-
tra-lightweight body and narrow borders, it offers
a sophisticated look while maintaining comfort-
able usability. The one-tap button enhances quick
operation, ensuring effortless access to key func-
tions.
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The series 15 available in three elegant colors
— Emerald Lake Green, Glacier White, and Gal-
axy Black, complementing its stylish and modern
appeal.

Unmatched Durability —
Resistance

The CAMON 40 Series 15 built for resilience,
featuring IP68-certified dustproof and water-
proof protection. It withstands up to 30 minutes
of immersion, ensuring durability in various en-
vironments. Additionally, SGS-certified drop pro-
tection makes the CAMON 40 Series resistant to
accidental falls from up to 1.8 meters, providing
users with a worry-free experience.

Smarter Every Step — Al Feainres That Rede-
fine the Mobile Experience

The TECNO CAMON 40 Series 15 a
game-changer in Al innovation, redefining both

L
- "*l

...)/ Il

commumnication and productivity. With AT Voice-

print Noise Suppression, every call is crystal clear,
filtering out background noise while recognizing
only the user’s voice. The AT Call Translation fea-

ture enables seamless bidirectional translation,
even on third-party apps, ensuring smooth com-

munication worldwide. Al Call Summary auto-
matically transcribes key details from important
comversations, making it easier to keep track of
imnformation. For added convemience, Al Auto
Answer can pick up calls and generate summaries
when you're unavailable. Paired with Al Photo
Editing Master, Image to Document Conversion,
and the all-in-one Ella AT Assistant, the CAMON
40 Series delivers an intelligent and effortless mo-

bile expernience.

The series is powered by the MediaTek Helio
G100 U processor, delivering seamless perfor-
mance. Its 6.78" AMOLED display with a 144Hz
refresh rate provides ultra-smooth visuals, while
its 5200mAh battery with 45W fast charging en-
sures extended usage without interruptions.

CAMON 40 Series: A Glimpse into the
Future of Mobile Innovation

P68 Water & Dust

CAMON 401

CAMON 40

o 6.78" FHD+ 120Hz display.

o 32MP front camera, SOMP + 8MP rear cameras.

o 5200mAh battery, 45W fast charging,

o [PA6 rating, 7.34mm thickness, 177.2g weight,
t‘.&MGN 40 Pro:

o 678" AMOLED 120Hz display.

o SOMP front camera, S0MP + 8MP rear cameras,

o 5200mAh battery, 45W fast charging.

o [P6Y/IP6Y rating, 7.31mm thickness, 178g weight.

A New Era of Smariphone Innovation

The CAMON 40 Senes stands as a testament
to TECINO's commitment to cotting-edge photog-
raphy, Al advancements, and premium durability.
With FlashSnap Mode leading the way, users can
capture, create, and connect effortlessly.

Stay tuned as TECNO continues to redefine
smartphone photography with game-changing in-
novations!
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vivo Vo0 5G now available in Pakistan:
Redefining portrait photography with
ZEISS pro-level imaging

Designed in collaboration with ZEISS, the V50 5G redefines mobile imaging while en-

suring seamless performance for work, play, and creativity. Now available at an attrac-
tive price of PKR 139,999 (256GB) and PKR 149,999 (512GB), the V50 5G offers an un-
matched blend of innovation and style

wo's latest V50 5G smartphone 15 now avail-
able mn Palkastan, delivening pro-level portrait
photography, ultra-slim elegance, and all-day
power. Designed in collaboration with ZEISS, the
V50 5G redefines mobile imaging while ensuring
seamless performance for work, play, and creativity.
MNow available at an attractive price of PER 139,999
(256GB) and PER 149,999 (512GB), the V50 5G of-
fers an unmatched blend of innovahion and style.
The SOMPZEISS All Main Camera system
transforms every shot mto a masterpiece, ensuring
flagship-level clanty and detail across every lens.
The ZEISS OIS Main Camera, with its 1/1.55" su-
per-sensitive large sensor, captures sharp, vibrant im-

ages even in low-light conditions. For wider perspec-
tives, the Ultra Wide-Angle Camera delivers a 119°
field of wview, perfect for breathtaking landscapes and
group shots. The S0MP ZEISS Group Selfie Camera,
featuring a 92° antofocus wide-angle lens, ensures

crystal-clear, natural-looking self-portraits.

The AT Aura Light Portrait 2.0 enhances skin tex-
tures with 143x ultra-soft fill light, while ZEISS Mul-
tifocal Portrait lets users frame shots at 23mm, 35mm,
or 50mm focal lengths for professional-grade depth.
The ZEISS Style Bokeh collechon—featuring Biotar,

o
Vivo V50 G
e el |
ZEISS Portrait So Pro
—~ '

B-Speed, and Distagon effects—adds cinematic back-
like AT Erase 2.0, Live Cutout, Film Camera Mode,
and Live Photo empower users to explore their artis-
tic vision effortlessly. 4K ultra-clear video recording
across all cameras ensures professional-grade videog-

The vivo V50 5G combines a quad-curved display
with a 41° golden curvature, offering a comfortable
touch algorithm ensures uminterrupted gaming and
multitasking. Available in three striking colors—Star-
1y Blue, Mist Purple, and Satin Black—the V50 5G

is a true style statement. Powered by the Qualcomm
Snapdragon® 7 Gen 3 processor, the V50 5G deliv-
ers 15% faster CPU performance and 50% enhanced
GPU power for smooth multitasking and effortless
gaming. With 12GB + 12GB Extended RAM, us-
ers can enjoy lag-free performance and seamless app
switching.

The 6000mAh BlueVolt Battery pushes endur-
ance to the next level, ensuring all-day power in a
sleek form factor. For a quick boost 90W Flash-
Charge technology provides 6 hours of talk time or
3 hours of video streaming with just a 10-mimuate
tion. With IP68 and IP69 ratings, the V50 5G offers

2155 Profenionad
Foatrai

superior water and dust resistance, drop protection,
and scratch resistance, making it built to last.

The wivo V50 5G 1s the ultimate portrait flagship,
setting new benchmarks in mobile imaging and per-
formance.

vivo continues partnership with Bilal Abbas
Khan & Durefishan Saleem for VoO 5G

The event brought together key stakeholders, industry leaders, businesswomen, partner
organizations, and media representatives to celebrate the power of collaboration and
innovation in driving inclusive economic progress

1vo has officially announced the continuation

f its partnership with Bilal Abbas Khan and
Durefishan Saleem as brand ambassadors for

the vivo V50 5G, reinforcing its commitment

to style, innovation, and storytelling. After their suc-
cessful association with the vivo V40 senies, the dy-
namx:dlmlsbackmshuwcascthcammg—edg:tcch

of V50 5G cements the brand's focns on empower-
ing users to capture, create, and express themselves
effortlessly. To celebrate this collaboration, vivo has
launched a TVC for the V50 5G smartphone, featur-
ing the doo in a visually stunming and cinematic ex-
perience. The TVC highlights the V50 5G’s advanced

ZEISScanmasystcm,ulﬁ'a—slﬂndmgu,aﬂﬂml-

detail. The ZEISS Multifocal Portrait mode enhanc-
es depth, while the AT Aura Light Portrait 2.0 ensures
flawless lighting in every shot. The TVC showcases
how the V50 5G transforms everyday moments into

The contimuation of vivo's partnership with Bilal
Abbas Ehan aﬂd Durefishan Salecm 15 more than

nology, pro-level photography, and intelligent AT of
the new vivo V50 5G.

The V series has always been about blending el-
egance with advanced features, and Bilal and Dure-
fishan perfectly embody this philosophy. Their on-
screen charm, modern appeal, and strong connection
with the youth make them the ideal faces for vivo's
flagship smartphone lineup. Their return as the faces
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ligent AT capabilities, scﬂmgthcsmgfmasmm't
phone that redefines excellence.

Set against vibrant urban landscapes and intimate
moments, the commercial captures Bilal and Durefis-
V50 5G’s pro-level camera system. The S0MP ZEISS
All Main Camera takes center stage, delivering

DSLR-like clanty, cinematic portraits, and stunning

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

just an endorsement, it's a reflection of shared values,
creativity, and trust. Their presence in the V50 5G
campaign strengthens vivo's posthoning as a brand
that resonates with trendsetters, photography enthu-
siasts, and tech-savvy users.

The vivo V50 5G expenience is coming soom,
where technology meets artistry, and every moment
1s captured in its purest, most shunning form.
MARCH, 2025
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10 companies awarded
for implementing women
empowerment policies

In collaboration with UN Women and the Pakistan Business Council, the SECP
developed a detailed criterion, online survey, and scoring matrix based on
international best practices to assess the family-friendly policies implemented by
private companies. Over 230 companies participated in the survey

.

he Prime Minister of Pakistan, Muham-

mad Shehbaz Sharif, honoured the top

ten companies for their dedication to

creating inclusive and supportive work
environments. Under the Pnme Mimster's Wom-
en Empowerment Package, the Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Pakistan (SECP) was di-
rected to award private companies implementing
family-friendly policies on International Women's
Day 2025. In his address, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif emphasised that Pakistan's development is
closely linked to the active participation of women.
He highlighted the Women Empowerment Package
as a transformative reform initiative aimed at uplift-
ing women across the country. The Prime Minister

M
(W

expressed satisfaction with the positive outcomes of
these initiatives and praised the SECP for lannching
the Family-Friendly Awards programme, congratu-
lating the awarded companies for their efforts. He
noted that these companies would set an example
for others and anticipated further advancements in
promoting safe and supportive workplaces in the
next cycle.

Durning the ceremony, SECP Chairman Alaf
Saeed reaffirmed the SECP's commitment to pro-
moting gender equality and fostering a more inclu-
sive economic landscape. He thanked the Mimistry
of Homan Rights, UN Women, and the Palastan
Business Council for their expertise and support
in the successful implementation of the premier
awards under the Prime Minister's Women Em-
powerment Package 2024. Loocking ahead, the
SECP plans to enhance the award criteria, intro-
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ducing addifional indicators and validation tests to
establish stronger benchmarks for promoting more
equitable workplaces.

In collaboration with UN Women and the Pa-
Instan Business Council, the SECP developed a de-
tailed criterion, online survey, and scoring matrix

The Prime Minister expressed
satisfaction with the positive
outcomes of these initiatives

and praised the SECP for
launching the Family-Friendly

Awards programme, congratu-

lating the awarded companies

for their efforts

based on international best practices to assess the
family-friendly policies implemented by private
companies. Over 230 companies participated in the
survey circulated in September 2024, and the top

<
Wi
N

10 were shortlisted. The shortlising was based sole-
ly on the information provided by the companies,
with scores averaged by the implementing partners
to ensure fairness and objectivity in the assessment.

The top ten companies recognised for their
commitment to family-friendly policies are:

* Alpha Beta Core Solutions (Private) Limited

* Arfa Karim Technology Incubator (Private)
Limited

* Aviation MRO (Private) Limited

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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Blink Capital (Private) Limited

Funverks Global (Private) Limited
Gift Educationsl (Private) Limited
Kistpay (Private) Limited
Laiba Enterprises (Private) Limited
* LADIESFUND Energy (Private) Limited
* Li & Fung Pakistan (Private) Limited
International Women's Day is celebrated world-
wide, including in Pakistan, focusing on raising
awareness about women's rights and their vital role
in society. This year’s theme is “For All Women
and Girls: Rights. Equality. Empowerment.” The
observance highlights the importance of gender
equality and urges action to overcome the challeng-
es women face daily.

The celebration emphasises the need for fast-
er and more decisive steps towards gender equal-
ity, addressing systemic barriers that women face
in their personal and professional lives. The day
serves as a reminder to push for urgent changes in
society to ensure equal rights for all women.

International Women's Day began on 28 Feb-
muary 1909 in the United States, following a dec-
laration by the Socialist Party of America. It later
gained global significance, especially after the 1911
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, representing the
historical struggles of women fighting for equality
and justice rooted in the industrial era.

Today, [nternational Women's Day is recognised
by the United Nations and many countries as a na-
tional holiday, bringing together women from all
walks of life to reflect on their shared history and
continue the fight for a more just and equal world.
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financial scandal has halted the oper-

ations of Baskin-Robbins Pakistan in

the background of an alleged under-in-

voicing scam that fraudlently deprived
the national treasury of Rs. 81.45 million. The
Federal Investigation Agency (FLA) uncovered the
scam, involving the ice cream giant’s authorised
importer, intermediary companies, and customs
officials, while looking into a newly filed First In-
formation Report (FIR). The investigation, inifi-
ated by Enquiry No. 389/2024, focuses on M/S
AHG Flavors (Pvt) Ltd, the company which im-
ported Baskin-Robbins ice cream from the United
States. The CEO of the company, Gibran Mustafa
and Chairman Hans Mustafa are accused of or-
chestrating the under-invoicing operation between
2019 and 2021. AHG Flavors allegedly collaborat-
ed with M/S INTERLINK Corporation Lahore,
owned by Abid Riaz Bhatti and Sabir Ali, to ma-
nipulate import invoices whereof huge financial
loss was accrued to the public exchequer in terms
of duties and taxes.

The FIA's analysis revealed discrepancies be-
tween genuine invoices from Baskin-Robbins USA
and falsified documents submitted for customs
clearance. The declared values were significantly
reduced to evade customs duties and taxes, while
the quantity and weight of the imported goods re-
mained consistent.

An FIA source assigned to the investigation
described the under invoicing scam as a deliberate
attempt to defraud the national exchequer, involv-
ing multiple parties in a sophisticated operation.

The FIR names several individuals, includ-
ing, Imdad Ali Bozdar, Principal Appraiser at the
Customs Collectorate of Customs, Karachi who
15 accused of facilitating the frandulent clearance.
Gibran Mustafa, CEO of AHG Flavors. Haris
Mustafa, Chairman of AHG Flavors. Sabir Ali
and Abid Riaz Bhatti, owners of M/S INTER-
LINE Corporation.

These individuals face charges under the Paki-
stan Penal Code (PPC), the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act 1947, and the Customs Act 1969.

The FIA has also indicated that the investiga-
tion is expanding to include scrutiny of other cus-
toms officials, including former Deputy Collector
of Customs Mohib Khan and former Collector of
Customs Port Muhammad Bin Qasim Karachi,
Chaudhry Javaid.

“We are deterruned to uncover the full extent
of this corruption and bring all those responsible
to justice,” stated Mohammad Taugir, the FIA In-
spector leading the investigation.

This scandal has sent shockwaves through the
business community and raised serious concerns
about the integrity of the customs clearance pro-
cess. While the actual quantity and weight of the
imported goods remained consistent, the declared
values were drastically reduced, allowing the per-
petrators to evade substantial customs dufies and
taxes. The FIR has named several individuals,
including, a senior official posted at the Collec-
torate of Customs, Karachi, who is accused of fa-
cilitating the fraudulent clearance. These individ-
uals face charges under the Pakistan Penal Code
(PPC), the Prevention of Corruption Act 1947,
and the Customs Act 1969.

The FIA has also indicated that the inwvesti-
gation is expanding to include scrutiny of other
customs officials, inchuding some former officials
posted at Port Qasim Karachi.

Baskin-Robbins is an American ice cream chain
that was established in 1945. In 2017, Baskin-Rob-
bins entered the Pakistani market through a part-
nership with M/s AHG Flavors to offer 31 ice
cream flavours.

There is a query Baskin-Robbins ice cream is
certified halal because the Islamic Food and Nu-
trition Council of America (IFANCA) certified
it halal but in Pakistan, no certificate from any
department and Islamic version recognised that
Baskin-Robbins ice cream is halal food and safe
for health.

A report was published in the media about the
Baskin-Robbins ice cream whether it was safe for
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Baskin-Robbins ice
cream Importer causes
colossal loss to kitty in
terms of duties, taxes

A

.,M: i

'X;\

The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) uncovered
a scam, involving the ice cream giant’s authorised
importer, intermediary companies, and customs
officials while looking into a newly filed First
Information Report (FIR)

human health and what are ingredients used in the
ice cream. When it comes to ice cream, there are
some big names everyone will recognize: Ben &
Jerry's, Hiagen-Dazs, and Breyer's, just to name a
few. But there's one that's been synonymous with
ice cream shops for decades, a brand that first be-
came famous for its 31 flavours, one for each day
of the month: Baskin-Robbins, the company that

The declared values were signifi-
cantly reduced to evade customs
duties and taxes, while the quan-
tity and weight of the imported
goods remained consistent

appeals to childhood nostalgia. It was the first big
brand to expand past just a few flavour options,
even if some of those eccentric Baskin-Robbins
flavours never made it to store shelves.
Unfortunately, when you look at the ingredient
list, the findings can be less than ideal. Ice cream
brands vary in ingredient quality, but Baskin-Rob-
bins is on the lower end of that spectrum. Like
many other brands, Baskin-Robbins makes use of
food colourings like Blue 1, but it’s more than just

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

dyes — the company also utilises different gums,
high fructose corn syrup, vegetable oils, and other
undesirable ingredients.

Several of these ice cream ingredients are per-
haps not what you'd want to be eating given the
choice. Studies indicate Blue 1 may have toxic ef-
fects on hnmans, and may have associations with
the development of ADHD. Guar gum, a key part
of the company’s stabiliser-emulsifier blend, may
cause digestive issues like bloating and potential
allergic reactions, and Baskin-Robbins uses it in 21
different flavours.

Six different flavours, meanwhile, make use of
high fructose corn syrup, which can contribute to
heart disease and diabetes. Vegetable oil isn't as
potentially bad for health as some of these other
ingredients, but it's also typically used as a cheap-
er alternative to actual milk fat — and several of
Baskin-Robbins' flavours use palm oil specifically,
which is heavily linked to deforestation.

Baskin-Robbins, like many other ice cream
brands, may use artificial flavours to replicate the
taste of certain ingredients that may be too costly
or inconsistent in supply. However, the term “arti-
ficial flavours” encompasses a myriad of chemical
compounds, and the exact nature of these can vary
greatly.
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Manufacturers beseech
PTA to only block handsets

with unauthorised IMEI
numbers

The Pakistan Mobile Phone Manufacturers Association (PMPMA), representing 33 mobile phone
brands, plays a crucial role in transforming the technology landscape of the country. PMPMA members
have created over 40,000 jobs and cater to 95% of Pakistan's demand for 2G, 3G, and 4G phones. The
association has urged the PTA to block only unauthorised IMEIs, rather than restricting legitimate
duty-paid phone IMElIs and to crack down on the proliferation of fake and "IMEI cloning" phones
The core issue revolves around the International Mobile Equipment Identity (IMEI) system, a tool used
to verify the authenticity of phones in Pakistan and prevent theft, smuggling, or counterfeit devices.
Despite adhering to all regulations and paying full duties, phones from reputable brands are facing
blocks by the PTA due to issues with the IMEI system and incorrect pairing of devices, leading to
legitimate phones being mistaken for blacklisted ones. Lawfully imported and duty-paid phones are
being blocked due to incorrect IMFI usage" Frustrated customers are demanding complete
replacements instead of technical solutions, resulting in losses to manufacturers and retailers.
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ith global supply chains evolving,

countries like Pakistan are well-posi-

tioned for growth. However, address-

mg these issues 15 imperative. It is
not solely about local policies but also about demon-
strating to the world that Pakistan is prepared to be a
global contender

Mobile mamufachurers are up against serious
problems as the handsets with germine IMET num-
; bers are being
blocked without
any legal authori-
ty, rules and regu-
lations. Manufac-
turers across the
country are highly
perturbed by this
situation since the
blocking of the
handsets carrying
bonafide  IMEI
numbers has ad-
versely affected their business at home and the global
level besides investment.

Pakistan Mobile Phone Manufacturers Associ-
ation (PMPMA), represented by Abdul Rehman,
Chairman, Muzaffar H. Piracha, Senior Vice Chair-
man, Aamir Allawalam Vice Chairman, Zeeshan
Mianoor, Deputy Vice Chairman, strongly con-
demmned the ongoing IMEI issues. The body has
appealed to the Chairman of the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) to block only unau-
thorised IMEIs instead of restricting legitimate du-
ty-paid phone IMFETs.

PMPMA wrote a letter to the Chairman of PTA
to address the issue amicably. The text of the let-
ter reads that “they hope the Chairman is in good
health and high
spirits. They are
writing on behalf
# of the Palkistan
Mobile Fhone
Manufacturers As-
sociation (PMP-
MA), a registered
representative
body comprising
33 mamufacturers
of both domestic
and global mobile
phone brands. PMPMA operates under the authori-
sation of the Dhrectorate General of Trade Organi-
zations (DGTO) and has significantly contributed to
the country’s economic growth. Ower the past two
years, their members have generated approximately
40,000 direct jobs while catering to 95% of the do-
mestic 2G, 3G, and 4G mobile phone demand. Their
collective ambition is to integrate into the global sup-
ply chain, with a specific focus on relocating $128
million worth of mobile phone exports from China
to Pakistan.

They fully support the Government’s initiatives
to enhance tax revenues and address fiscal deficits.
Their industry is committed to contributing over
PER 75 billion to the national exchequer in the
coming year, InshaAllah. However, they would like
to bring to the Chairman's attention a critical issue
regarding Nokia and other brand duty-paid phones.
They have encountered mmltiple instances where
officially duty-paid and compliant phones have be-
come non-compliant due to unauthorised IMET us-
age. Upon approaching PTA for resolution, these
non-compliant phones undergo IMEI pairing; how-
ever, many customers refuse to accept the pairing
solution and demand replacements.

This situation has caused significant financial
burdens for both their company and the brand prin-
cipal, as they bear the full replacement cost despite
not altering the IMET of blocked devices. Addition-
ally, retailers are reluctant to sell their duty-paid
compliant phones due to the risk of IMEI blocking,
leading to dissatisfaction among customers, resulting
in heated disputes and unrest at retail stores.

In light of the abowve, they humbly request PTA to
implement a long-term solution to address this issue.

Shetibas Shant

Prime Minister of Pakistan

\'

el——

o A_
Shaza Fatima Khawaja

Minister of Stare TT, Tebecom
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Specifically, they propose the following measures:

1. Block only unauthorised IMFETs instead of re-
stricting legitimate duty-paid phone IMEISs.

2. Integrate Board Serial Numbers with IMEIs to
ensure accurate identification of original duty-paid
compliant phones, distinpuishing them from coun-
terfeit or grey market devices.

3. Develop a robust system to differentiate genu-
ine duty-paid phones from unauthorised copies and
prevent fraundulent IMFET use,

They believe these steps will safeguard the rights
of legitimate customers, protect the interests of au-
thorised distributors, and ensure a smoocther market
operation. They seek the Chairman's kind interven-
tion and support in resolving this matter at the ear-
Liest.

They appreciate the Chairman’s time and consid-
eration and look forward to prompt action on this
pressing issue.” The Pakistan Mobile Phone Man-
ufacturers Association (PMPMA), representing 33
mobile phone brands, has played a crucial role in
transforming the tech landscape in Pakistan. With
the support of the Directorate General of Trade Or-
ganizations (DGTO), PMPMA members have gen-
erated over 40,000 direct jobs, fulfilling 95% of Pa-
kistan's demand for 2G, 3G, and 4G phones. Their
primary objective is to relocate $128 million worth
of mobile phone exports from China to Pakistan.
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The core issue revolves around the International
Mobile Equipment Identity (IMET) system, a tool
used to verify the authenticity of phones in Pakistan
and prevent theft, smuggling, or counterfeit devices.
Despite adhering to all regulations and paying full
duties, phones from reputable brands like Nokia are
facing blocks by the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) due to issues with the IMFI system
and incorrect pairing of devices, leading to legiti-
mate phones being mistaken for blacklisted ones.

According to the PMPMA, “Phones that are
lawfully imported and duty-paid are being blocked
due to incorrect IMEI usage.” Frustrated customers
are demanding complete replacements instead of
technical solutions, resulting in losses for manufac-
turers and retailers.

Retailers across Pakistan are encountering chal-
lenges, with stores in cities such as Lahore, Kara-
chi, and Islamabad reporting dissatisfied customers,
disputes, and even protests. Imagine purchasing a
phone legally, paying taxes, only to discover that it
doesn't function due to a software glitch or errors in
the government’s database.

The Ministry expressed
gratitude for the leadership of
the Secretary of Interior, whose
vision and dedication were
crucial in the successful
implementation of the VPA
system

“We are caught between the system and the cus-
tomers,” states a retailer in Saddar Market. “Despite
selling legitimate, tax-paid phones, the risk of them
being blocked is discouraging people from malking
purchases. They are hesitant to deal with potential
issues.”

Manufacturers are also facing setbacks, as the
cost of replacing blocked devices, for which they are
not accountable, is impacting their profits and hin-
dering new investments in Pakistan's mobile phone
production sector.

“We are not opposed to regulation, * says Abdul

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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Rehman, Chairman of PMPMA. “However, these
unintended consequences are impeding our prog-
ress. We require systems that support us rather than
harm us.”

The IMFET issue transcends technical challenges
and highliphts broader governance, digital infra-
structure, and collaboration issues between the in-
dustry and regulators. The stakes are high, not only
in terms of the potential $128 million in exports but
alsnmrﬁahsmgPalnstan‘s aspirations to become a
tech manufactur-
ing hub.

With glob-
al supply chains
evolving, countries

like Pakistan are
5 1 well-positioned for
b, *‘4" growth. However,
S addmmng these
issues is impera-
tive. It is not solely
about local poli-
cies but also about
demonstrating to the world that Pakistan is prepared
to be a global contender.

The IMEI (International Mobile Equipment
Identity is a unique 15-digit code assigned to each
mobile device, utilised by telecom authorities to
track, venfy, and block stolen or unauthorised
phones.

Many individuals are unaware that the IMEI
cannot be altered as it is stored in ROM memory.
‘While certain apps claim to change the IMEI mum-
ber displayed on the screen, the actual IMFET remains
unaltered.

Changing the IMEI number on Android phones
1s feasible without rooting, unlike older methods that
mqmmdmotmg, such as with MTE-based phones

» utilising Eﬂgmner

Syed Asim Munir
Chief of Army Staff

Another method involves rooting the system,
which enables the use of independent applications
like TMEI Changer Pro. It is crucial to note that
changing the IMEI mumber is illegal, and this arti-
cle does not endorse the use of unlawful methods.
Furthermore, changing the IMEI number becomes
more challenging with newer phones, and the effec-
tiveness of the methods mentioned cannot be guar-
anteed. While the possibility of changing IMEI
numbers on Android phones is acknowledged, the
same applies to iPhones. Purchasing a new phone
from another country requires

PTA approval to confirm compatibility with lo-
cal networks and regulations.

The PTA serves as the regulatory authority
for phones, ensuring compliance with rules and
network integrity. Individuals attempting to cir-
cumvent PTA approval by altering IMEI numbers
engage in unauthorized practices that may lead to
network disruptions and legal consequences. Patch-
ing phones to display fake approval poses risks and
undermines the integrity of the mobile ecosystem.
Unauthorized practices like patching phones with
fake IMEI numbers can result in network issues
and legal repercussions. It is akin to using a fake
ID to bypass regulations, which may lead to con-
nectivity problems and device restrictions. Patching
phones to show fake approval through altered IMET
number.

is against the law in Pakistan. IMEI cloning in-
volves copying a legitimate phone's IMET number
and using it on unauthorized devices to circumvent
network restrictions, posing security risks and legal
implications.
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PTCL Group hosts an exclusive

Iftar dinner to honour Journahsts

The purpose of these gatherings was to share [hf‘ spiritual blf‘&hlﬂﬁb of Ramddan
and strengthen the longstanding relationship between the media frater nity and
PTCL Group through informal interaction

uring the holy month of Ramadan,
timued its annual tradition by hosting If-
tar dinners for journalists in major cities
such as Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore, Multan, Faisal-
abad, Muzaffarabad, and Peshawar. The events were
attended by prominent journalists from leading TV

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

channels, newspapers, magazines, and digital plat-
forms, as well as senior management from PTCL and
Ufone 4G.

The purpose of these gatherings was to share the
spiritual blessings of Ramadan and strengthen the
longstanding relationship between the media frater-
nity and PTCL Group through informal interaction.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

At the conclusion of each event, journalists were pre-
sented with gifts on behalf of the Group.

Guests used this opportunity to discuss ways to
enhance collaboration between the media and the
telecom industry, exploning how this partnership
could be utilized to improve digital services and facil-
ities in the country.
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eggers galore have stigmatised our country
m and outside while the authorities are still
slumbering over the issue. Media reports say
b@nngahstanhasbucma‘nnﬂh—hﬂ-
lion dollar business' that now readily be termed as
the most thriving industry in this country which pays
nothing to the government except earning grave igno-
miny and disgrace to Pakistan across the world.

Bepging as an 1ssue in the country is often over-
looked which has emboldened the beggars to freely
knock at the door of every private house for mon-
ey without canng about the residents who may be
asleep, cooking food, saying prayers, studying or a
mother making her baby sleep. Begging has come up
as an institutionalised crime being operated by pro-
fessionals very likely in connivance with the people
in the government department relevant to check this
crime.

There is a pressing need to crack down on profes-
sional beggars who are active in the cities in gangs.
Every police station is responsible for checlking beg-
gars mn its jurisdichion and maintaining records of
background and movement. Most beggars are wom-
en and children who are often found at traffic signals
causing to the commuiters.

It 15 good omen that the Punjab Assembly has
passed the Punjab Begging (Amendment) Bill 2025
by a majority vote. The bill will now be forwarded
to the Punjab Governor for approval, after which the
amendments will be incorporated into the existing
Law:

Under the proposed amendments, begging has
been classified as a non-bailable offense in Punjab.
The bill stipulates that a ringleader who solicits mon-
ey from a single individual will face a prison sentence
of three years, a fine of Rs 300,000, or both. If the
fine is not paid, an additional six months of impris-
onment will be imposed. Those who beg from multy-
ple people will be sentenced to three to five years in
prison and fined up to Rs 500,000, or both.

The Punjab Assembly has passed the Punjab Beg-
ging (Amendment) Bill 2025 by a majority vote. The
bill will now be forwarded to the Punjab Governor
for approval, after which the amendments will be in-
corporated into the existing law.

Under the proposed amendments, begging has
been classified as a non-bailable offense in Punjab.
The bill stipulates that a ringleader who solicits mon-
ey from a single individual will face a prison sentence
of three years, a fine of Rs 300,000, or both. If the
fine is not paid, an additional six months of impris-
onment will be imposed. Those who beg from mult-
ple people will be sentenced to three to five years in
prison and fined up to Rs 500,000, or both.

The Punjab Assembly’s Special Committee on
Home Affairs reviewed the amendments to the Pun-
jab Vagrancy Ordinance before finalizing them. Once
approved by the Governor, the changes will officially
become part of the law.

On the other hand, the Lahore Police have
claimed to have intensified their crackdown on or-
ganised begging networks, arresting a number of pro-
The police say their action 1s in pursuance of their
anti-begging operation in the city.

Capital City Police Officer Bilal Siddique Kamya-
na reaffirmed the department’s commitment to dis-
mantling the beggar mafia operating in the provincial
capital. He stressed that the police are determined not
to show any laxity towards the professional beggars
who are using children and women to solicit alms
and as shields to protect their crime.

The CCPO directed field officers to intensify op-
ging networks, ensuring that criminals masquerading
as beggars are brought to justice. He also mstructed
traffic police to confirme their crackdown on orga-
nized begging at major roads and mtersections.

He urged citizens to support Lahore Police in its
efforts to curb professional begging and create a safer
urban environment.

Contrary to the police claim, markets and public
spaces face an mflux of child beggars operating in
coordinated groups, sparking demands for urgent in-
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A ruthless crackdown
needed to curb rampant
begglng in Paklstan

There is a pressing need to crack down on
professional beggars who are active in the cities in
dangs. kvery police station is responsible for checking
beggars in its jurisdiction and maintaining records of
cmnpleie details about them, including their family
background and movement. Most beggars are women
and children who are often found at traffic signals
soliciting alms disregarding what hazards they are

CﬂUSng to the commuters

tervention, especially in the holy month of Ramazan.

Residents report escalating encounters with mi-
nors backed by their handlers to solicit money, food,
or goods, disrupting daily life and raising alarms
over-exploitation to benefit from the holy month of
Ramzan when most people distribute charity and
zakat.

Begging as an issue in the coun-
try is often overlooked which
has emboldened the beggars to
freely knock at the door of every
private house for money without
caring about the residents who
may be asleep, cooking food, say-
1112 yrayers, studying or a mother

ing her baby aleep Begging
has come up as an institution-
alised crime being operated by
professionals very like y in conniv-
ance with the people in the gov-
ernment department relevant to
check this crime.
With Eid shopping also in full swing, crowded
commercial zones and popular eateries have become

the central points for child begging.
Muhammad Asif, a local resident, recounted how

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

rupted by minors who first demand cash, then insist
on food if money is refused. “What begins as a single
child approaching soon turns into multiple requests.
It leaves us uneasy,” he said.

Hafeez Ullah, another resident, described being
surrounded by groups of beggars while shopping.
“One person approaches, then signals others to join.
It feels orchestrated,” he explained. Many residents
suspect adults are directing these children, leveraging
public sympathy during the holy month of Ramazan
and the festive Eid period.

Even the Sindh High Court’s (SHC) constitution-
al bench has ordered the Karachi traffic police to take
action agamnst beggars at the city’s traffic signals, it
emerged.

A bench of the SHC passed this direction heanng
a petition filed by Sumaira Mohammadi filed against
begging.

According to the court order, the petitioner’s
main grievance was that “certain transgender per-
sons are begging at traffic lights and other public
places and causing musance and harassment to
[the] public at large™.

In November, Interior Minister Mohsin Raza
Nagvi informed the Saudi deputy interior minis-
ter that the names of around 4,300 beggars were
placed on the Exit Control List as a zero-tolerance
policy had been adopted against beggars going to
Sandi Arabia.
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alastan Council of Research in Water Re-
sources (PCEWR.) has discovered that 27

The fourth-quarter report for 2024 identified ex-
cessive sodium, arsenic, and potassium in several
bacteria. The study, conducted under the Ministry of
Science and Technology, analysed 176 samples from
20 cities.

compared the findings from the examination of the
water with the bottled water standards established by
the Pakistan Standards & Quality Control Authority
(PSQCA). The results indicated that 27 brands did
not meet the required quality standards due to micro-
biological or chemical contamination.

Among the brands flagged for issues, Miran
Drinking Water Pak Agua, Jel Bottled Water, Neo,
Eltsen, Pure Water, Aqua Health, Oslo, and More
Plus were detected with excessive sodium levels. One
Pure Dninking Water, Indus, Premmm Safa Purified
‘Water, Orwell, and Natural Pure Life exceeded the
safe arsenic levels, while Hunza Utter Water had po-

Bactenial contamination was detected in 16
brands, mcluding S5 Water, Sip Premium Drinking
‘Water, Miran Dnnking Water, D-Nova, Sky Rain,
Neo, Pure Water, Dream Pure, Aqua Sharav Pure
Drinking Water, Marvi, Ice Well, Akb Sky, Karako-
rum Spring Water, More Plus, Essentia, and Life Inn,
rendenng them unfit for human consumption.

Dr Rasheed explained that water samples are col-
lected every three months from 24 cities and shared
with the PSQCA and provincial authorities for nec-
essary action. However, while PCRWR. 1s responsi-
ble for conducting tests, the enforcement of quality
standards falls under the jurisdiction of other agen-
cies. Efforts to reach out to the identified brands for
comments were largely unsuccessful. Some company
representatives cited ownership changes, while oth-
ers did not respond or argued to defend their quality
standards.

Meanwhile, Ashraf Player, Director of Licens-
mg at PSQCA, outlined the licensing process for
bottled water plants and said it required inspections,
third-party testing, and approvals from scrutiny com-
mittees. He emphasised that companies found violat-
mg hygiene standards undergo three random checks
before facing repercussions, with repeated violations
potentially leading to license revocation.

Player also highlighted the staffing challenges
faced by the agency, revealing that only seven inspec-
tors oversee bottled water quality in Karachi, despite
the oversight role of the PSQCA. The findings have
raised concerns regarding regulatory loopholes and
the necessity for stricter enforcement of the rules and
regulations to protect consumers’ health. It is not
just water that poses significant health risks, but also
contarmnated foods which are prepared at a massive
scale to minimise costs and boost profits in the coun-
try.

Preventing chemical contamination in food has
been a major challenge for the food industry and
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Among the brands flagged for issues, Miran Drinking
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Walter Pak Aqua, Jel Bottled Water, Neo, Eltsen,

Pure Water, Aqua Health, Oslo, and More Plus were
detected with excessive sodium levels. One Pure
Drinking Water, Indus, Premium Safa Purified Water,
Orwell, and Natural Pure Life exceeded safe arsenic
levels, while Hunza Utter Water had potassium more

than the permissible limit

The documentation of food contanunation dates
back around 8000 years, but with advancements in
agriculture and globalisation, the rapid spread of con-
tamination has become a major concern. The food
imndustry faces a significant challenge in protecting
consumers from chemical toxicants in food. The com-
plex food supply chain, often referred to as a “supply
web” makes it challenging to monitor and ensure the
safety of the food we consume. The global nature
of the food industry necessitates strict legislative mn-
terventions and monitoring standards to prevent the
spread of contamination. For instance, the European
Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has categorised these
chemicals as Common Assessment Groups (CAGs)
properties, hazard profiles and assigned lower toler-
able daity intake (TDI) levels for each of these chem-

regulators, as it poses risks

to human health, resutting 1 € presence of chemical contam-icals in food sourced from

F " . . Varl
in a range of adverse effects inants in food and concentrations g

from mild symptoms like
headaches and nausea to

ous sources mnchiding
environment, persomn-

exceeding safe levels is a commonal care products, disinfec-

more severe conditions such CaUse of foodborne digeases and ton by-products, water, air,

packaging material, and mi-

as birth defects, develop- outbreaks. A high level of caution L e These toxicants can

mental disorders, and even
cancer. Sources of these

is required while using chemicals lead to a range of health is-

contamicants indude the t0 Meet the needs of communities s from mild gastroenter-

environment, food process-

worldwide

tis fo severe hepatic, neuro-
logical, and renal problems.

mg, storage, and pesticides.
Despite efforts to prevent contamination, the issue
persists. Factors, incloding climate change, globali-
sation, and food mamifachuring contribute to the in-
creasing prevalence of chemical contaminants in the
food supply. This underscores the need for a compre-
hensive approach to prevent chemical contamination
i food that integrates the latest technological innova-
regulations.
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The presence of chemical
contaminants in food and concentrations exceeding
safe levels is a common cause of foodborne diseas-
es and outbreaks. A high level of caution is required
when using chemicals to meet the needs of commu-
nities worldwide.

Both the food and water we consume are suscep-
tible to the infiltration of toxic chemicals, which can
be organic or inorganic and originate from various
sources, including the emvironment. There is a grow-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

ing recognition of the need to transihon to a more
sustainable food production system that not only
meets food demand but also protects the health of
consumers and the environment. This necessitates a
collaborative effort between the food industry, gov-
ernment regulators, and the scientific commmumity to
implement effective strategies to prevent chemical
contamination i food. The cutlook for safe and sus-
tainable food production is promising, as advance-
ments in food technology, nisk assessment, and reg-
ulatory frameworks offer new avenues to ensure the
safety of the food supply. To shield consumers from
chemical contamimation in food, ongoing research is
crucial to understand how toxicants are transferred
from the farm to the table, particolarly in underdevel-
oped countries.

The impact of chemical contaminants on hu-
man health is intricate and multifaceted. The tox-
ic effects of these substances can vary based on the
contaminant dose and an individual's susceptibility
to its toxic effects. Some pollutants, such as arsenic,
mercury, and lead, have been associated with an
increased nisk of specific types of cancer, including
skin, liver, and stomach cancer, respectively. Chem-
ical contamination has been observed in a wide ar-
ray of food products, including fish, vegetables, and
seafood, and its potential health impacts on buman
health are well-documented. There is no universally
safe level of exposure to chemical contaminants, but
acceptable exposure levels have been established for
many contaminants, below which no toxic effects
should be observed. The nature of the contaminant,
the ingested dose, and the individual’s biclogy all
play a role in determining the toxic effects of expo-
sure.
from industrialization has made chemical contami-
nation of food an increasingly pressing concern.
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FALETTI'S HOTEL LAHORE & TEVTA JOIN HANDS TO EMPOWER
THE FUTURE OF HOSPITALITY

We are proud to announce that Faletti's Hotel Lahore has officially signed an MOU with TEVTA
(Technical Education & Vocational Training Authority) to promote and enhance vocational skills in
the hospitality sector. This collaboration aims to equip individuals with the necessary
expertise and training to excel in the dynamic world of hospitality, making them skilled
professionals and valuable contributors to society.

STEP TOWARDS EMPOWERING YOUTH
WITH THE SKILLS THEY NEED FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE!
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STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION

www.linkedin.com/in/imperial-hotel-management-services
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(Brillanz Grou
Nokia sign Mo

and
O

streamline telecom
infrastructure
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The MoU establishes a collaborative framework
between the two companies to explore business
opportunities in energy monitoring, control, and
management. Nokia will lever age its market presence
to promote and expand the reach of Thunder
Energy’s platform, identifying opportunities and
facilitating engagement with key stakeholders,
including telecom operators, tower companies,
industry partners, and regulatory bodies

Thunder Energy Limited, a leading Al-pow-
ered energy intelligence platform provider and
a Brillanz Group company has signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (Mol) with Nokia at
MWTC Barcelona 2025. This collaboration marks
a significant step towards optimising energy man-
agement solutions for passive telecom infrastruc-
ture through cutting-edge Al and data analytics,
focusing on the Middle East and Africa (MEA)
markets,

With a shared commitment to sustainability
and technological innovation, the partnership will
leverage Thunder Energy’s Al-driven platform to
provide real-time monitoring, control, predictive
analytics, and autonomous energy optimisation for
telecom operators. Nokia, drawing on its extensive
industry footprint and deep expertise, will support
the deployment and promotion of Thunder Ener-
gy solutions across key markets, assisting operators
to improve energy efficiency, reduce carbon foot-
prints, and enhance network reliability.

The Mol establishes a collaborative framework
between the two companies to explore business
opportunities in energy monitoring, control, and

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

management. Nokia will leverage its market pres-
ence to promote and expand the reach of Thun-
der Energy’s platform, identifying opportunities
and facilitating engagement with key stakeholders,
including telecom operators, tower companies, in-
dustry partners, and regulatory bodies.

Thunder Energy and Nokia by
combining their expertise, are
poised to redefine the future of
energy management in the tele-
com sector, setting a new stan-
dard for efficiency, resilience,
and sustainability

Thunder Energy will provide its technical ex-
pertise, training, and resources to support the
adoption and seamless integration of its Al-pow-
ered energy management solutions within telecom
operations. Both companies will work closely to

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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evaluate market needs and continmously immnovate
to enhance the platform's capabilities, ensuring a
robust and future-ready energy intelligence ecosys-
tem for telecom networks.

Spealking at the signing ceremony held on the
sidelines of Mobile World Congress 2025 in Bar-
celona, Bilal Qureshi, CEO of Brllanz Group,
highlighted the transformative nature of the part-
nership, stating, “The collaboration with Nokia re-
inforces our mission to drive Al-powered efficiency
in telecom infrastructure. With energy consump-
tion being a critical challenge for telecom operators
globally, Thunder Energy’s intelligent platform is
designed to deliver actionable insights and automa-
tion that significantly reduce operational costs and
carbon emissions. By joining forces with Nokia, we
are paving the way for a smarter and greener future
for the telecom industry.”

Danial Mausoof, Mobile Networks Vice Pres-
ident of Technology, Solutions and Services at
Nokia in MEA, underscored the strategic impor-
tance of the partnership, stating, “Energy effi-
ciency is at the core of Nokia's strategy to enable
sustainable networks. By partnering with Thunder
Energy, we are bringing Al-driven energy intelli-
gence to telecom operators in high-growth mar-
kets, ensuring they can achieve greater network ef-
ficiency while meeting their sustainability targets.”

This partnership represents a significant mile-
stone in advancing the energy transformation of
telecom networks. As the industry navigates in-
creasing energy demands and sustainability chal-
lenges, Al-powered platforms such as Thunder
Energy offer a scalable and intelligent approach to
optimising power consumption and reducing envi-
ronmental impact.

Thunder Energy and Nokia by combining their
expertise, are poised to redefine the future of en-
ergy management in the telecom sector, setting a
new standard for efficiency, resilience, and sustain-
ability.

After a year-long lull, Nokia reported a resur-
gence in global network operators’ interest in 5G
Standalone (SA). Speaking at the Nolkia MWC
2025 Press and Analyst Briefing event, Pekka
Lundmark, President and CEO of Nokia discussed
the company’s efforts to move core networks to the
cloud and its ongoing inifiatives related to 5G SA
SETVICES.

“Tt has been discussed quite a lot that the 5G
SA core development has been slower than antici-
pated, which is true, but it is now accelerating. We
have over 125 5G SA core deals worldwide, but the
reality is that most of them have not been deployed
yet. About 60 service providers globally have de-
ployed 5G standalone core today, and we have sup-
plied to about 35 of them. So it is still at a fairly
early stage, but it is now accelerating, and we have
recent deals with AT&T, Ooredoo Qatar, and Tele-
fonica Spain, just to name a few,” said Lundmark.

In August 2024, Counterpoint market research
noted a slowdown in operators’ transition to 5G
SA, with most opting for Ericsson, impacting
Nokia's complementary network service (CNS)
business.

Despite network vendor encouragement for op-
erators to upgrade their networks to 5G SA and
cloud-native core solutions to monetise their 5G
investments, operators did not see any immediate
business opportunities and adopted a wait-and-
watch approach to further infrastructure invest-
ments. Counterpoint reported that operators did
not benefit from 5G networks, apart from improved
speed, which discouraged the enterprise segment
from upgrading their network solutions.

“We had a very tough market n 2023 and the
first half of 2024 when service providers all of a
sudden decided they wanted to cut their invest-
ments after the significant investment boom in
2021-22. That obviously led to pretty challenging
topline development for all. However, the markets
are now coming back; there is increased momen-
tum. We have reduced costs, improved our tech-
nology position, and that should put us in a good
position now as the markets are recovering,” Lund-
mark added.
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akistan is poised to enter the satellite in-
ternet spectrum as Starlink, a global sat-
ellite infernet provider, has been grant-
ed a No Objection Certificate (NOC)
to launch services in the country. According to
sources, Starlink has fulfilled all the requirements
set forth by the regulatory board, and the NOC
was issued by the Pakistan Space Activities Regu-
latory Board following clearance from the Interior

Sources indicate that the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) is likely to issue a
licence to Starlink soon.

Starlink has already submitted its technical and
business plans to the PTA, which is also registered
with the Securities and Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP) and the Pakistan Software Ex-
port Board. The company has completed three
stages of registration in Pakistan, with the final
stage being the issuance of a licence by the PTA.

Once the licence is issued, Starlink will launch
its services in Palkistan to provide high-speed inter-
net connectivity to remote and underserved areas.
The company’s services are designed to be seam-
less so as not to disrupt existing networks.

Pakistan introduced its National Satellite Pol-
icy in 2023 and Space Activities Rules in 2024 to
enhance its space communication capabilities.
Commenting on the development, Federal Minis-
ter for Information Technology and Telecommuni-
cation Shaza Fatima Khawaja stated that Starlink
has been granted temporary registration in Palk-
stan following the directives of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

In a statement, the minister said, “With the
consensus of all security and regulatory bodies,
Starlink has been issued a temporary No Objec-
tion Certificate (NOC).” She added that the Paki-
stan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) would
oversee compliance with fee payments and other
licensing requirements by the company.

Shaza Fatima said that under Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s leadership, Pakistan is making
significant strides towards digital transformation.
“The Prime Minister has directed comprehensive
reforms to enhance Palastan's internet infrastruc-
ture, and Starlink’s registration is a major step for-
ward in this journey,” she added.

Calling the approval for satellite-based internet
services a milestone, the minister stated, “Modern
solutions like satellite internet will greatly enhance
connectivity, particularly in underserved and re-
mote areas of the country.”

She emphasised that the government adopted
a “whole-of-government” approach, collaborat-
ing closely with all relevant institutions to facili-
tate Starlink's registration process. In this regard,
she acknowledged the crucial roles played by cy-
bercrime and security agencies, the PTA, and the
Space Authority.

Shaza Fatima expressed optimism that Star-
link's entry into Pakistan will formally launch sat-
ellite internet services, marking a new era in the
country's digital connectivity and bridging the dig-
ital divide.

Starlink i1s a satellite internet constellation
developed by SpaceX, a private aerospace man-
ufacturer and space transport services company
founded by Elon Musk. The constellation aims
to provide fast, reliable, and global internet con-
nectivity through a network of thousands of small
satellites in L.ow Earth orbit (LEO).

This innovative technology has the potential to
revolutionise the way we access the internet, es-
pecially in remote and underserved areas where
traditional fibre-optic and cellular networks are
limited or unavailable. The Starlink constellation
is designed to offer high-speed internet connectivi-
ty with latency as low as 20 ms, which is compara-
ble to or even better than many existing fibre-optic
networks.

Each Starlink satellite is eguipped with a
phased array antenna that allows it to communi-
cate with multiple users simultaneously, providing
a high-capacity and flexible network. With Star-
link, users can enjoy fast and reliable internet ac-
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Pakistan bans ‘X’ but
allows Musk’s Starlink
Internet to operate

STARLINK

Once the licence is issued, Starlink will launch its
services in Pakistan to provide high-speed internet
connectivity to remote and underserved areas. The
company's services are designed to be seamless so as
not to disrupt existing networks.

cess from virtually anywhere in the world, making
it an exciting development for global connectivity
and digital inclosion.

In Janmary last year, when citizens were bat-
tling poor internet quality due to the national fire-
wall deployment, some tagged Flon Musk on X,
urging him to provide services from Starlink, the
satellife internet provider founded by the world’s
richest man in 2019. Musk responded by stating
that SpaceX, his company behind Starlink, was
awaiting the Palkistani government’s approval.

As countries around the world contend with
the geopolitical chaos unleashed by US President

gal in the country — though Palkistan, with fewer
than five million X subscribers, was not a major
market for the social media firm. Countries such
as China, Russia, North Korea, Iran, Myanmar,
Venezuela, and Turkmenistan are the only others
that have banned X.

Now, Starlink is emerging as a test of the Paki-
stan-Musk relationship.

In recent weeks, Musk, who has over 219 mil-
lion followers on X, has posted about child sex-
ual assault cases in the United Kingdom, some
involving Pakistani men and occurring more than
a decade ago. In January, when Indian lawmaker

Donald Trump's uncon-
ventional dealings

Chaturvedi ob-

- Priyanka
anall January last year, when citizens;eceeq to the generic use

threats one month into were battling poor internet qual- of the term “Asian” and

office, Pakistan finds itself
amidst its own struggle
over how to manage its
who, as a close Trump ally,
has the president’s ear.
Palgstan, a nation of
241 million people, banned
X (formerly Twitter) in
February 2024 ahead of

ity due to the installation work o
the national firewall, Pakistanis by “Pakistani” men, Musk
tagged Elon Musk on X, urging Tesponded with a tweet
him to provide services through

Starlink, the satellite internet
provider founded by the world’s
richest man in 2019.

fcmphaﬁsnd that the UK
oming gangs were led

::ch”. sucmjngly
endorsing the statement
ViEw.

That sparked outrage
from Pakistani legislators,
who suggested that the is-

national elections. The so-
cial media platform, which Musk purchased for
$44 billion in late 2022, was blocked under orders
from the Ministry of Interior for non-compliance
with government directives to remove content
deemed problematic.

A year later, using the platform remains ille-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

suance of an operating li-
cence to Starlink should be conditional upon the

tech mogul offering an apology for his remarks
about the country. Pakistani lawmaker Palwasha
Khan said that legislators debating Starlink’s li-
cence request brought up the ‘grooming gangs’
comment.
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SBP puts in place
VPN link to protect
sensitive data

and other regulated entities must ensure they have
the appropriate technical infrastructure to meet the
latest needs. By implementing VPN-based access
and strengthening authentication measures, the SBP
aims to create a more secure and resilient regulatory
environment, ultimately fostering trust in Pakistan’s
financial sector

requiring access to its regulatory portals

only through VPNs. This move is part
of a broader effort to enhance data protection and
security in the financial sector, especially as digi-
tal financing is playing a big role in the country's
economy. To ensure a smooth transition, SBP has
directed all regulated entities (REs) to switch from
standard web-based access to VPIN-based access by
May 30, 2025.

This transition aims to protect sensitive financial
data from cyber threats and unauthorised access,
strengthening the security of digital transactions
and regulatory commumications. The SBP's Regu-
latory Approval System (RAS), which digitises the
process of receiving proposals and requests from
regulated entities and issuing regulatory decisions,
15 a key system affected by this change. By mandat-
ing VPN-based access, the SBP aims to enhance the
security of this system, ensuring that only autho-
rised users can engage with regulatory processes.

The central bank has also introduced a service
desk system to address complaints and technical
issues related to its regulatory portals, including
RAS. This system is designed to expedite the res-
olotion of concerns raised by financial institotions,
minimising disruptions in regulatory communica-
tion and compliance. To facilitate a seamless transi-
tion, the SBP has instructed all regulated entities to
obtain the necessary Multi-Factor Authentication
(MFA) accounts well in advance. MFA will serve as
an additional security measure, reducing the nisk of
unauthonised access and ensuning that only venified
personnel can log into the regulatory portals.

The SBP has stressed the importance of com-

Thc State Bank of Pakistan (SBF) is imple-
menfing a significant security upgrade by

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

plying with these new security protocols without
delay to avoid disruptions in the functionality of
the RAS and service desk platforms. This decision
aligns with the global trend of enhancing financial
cybersecurity by adopting advanced security frame-
works to combat cyber threats and data breaches.
As the deadline approaches, financial institufions
and other regulated entifies must ensure they have
the appropriate technical infrastructure mn place to
meet the new requirements. By implementing VPIN-
based access and strengthening authentication mea-
sures, the SBP aims to create a more secure and re-
silient regulatory environment, ultimately fostering
trust in Pakistan's financial sector.

In response to the rising cyber
threats and digital fraud, SBP’s
initiative is a proactive measure
to safeguard Pakistan’s banking

and financial ecosystem by
ensuring secure VPN acecess to
sensitive financial data against
external threats

In response to the rising cyber threats and digs-
tal frand, SBP’s inifiative is a proactive measure to
safeguard Pakistan's banking and financial ecosys-
tem by ensuring secure VPN access for sensitive fi-
nancial data from external threats,

A couple of weeks ago, the State Bank of Palki-
stan (SBP) granted exchange companies permission
to use Virtual Prnvate Networks (VPINs) for securing

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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mittances, and utlity bill payments.

This decision aims to enhance the security and
efficiency of these operations, which require a se-
cure network connection.

The SBP emphasised that all exchange compa-
nies must follow the prescribed rules and regula-
tions to ensure the protection of data and network
security while nsing VPNs.

The mowve is expected to bring more comve-
nience and security to the daily functions of ex-
change companies, fostering a safer environment
for financial transactions.

Understanding how VPNs functon and prevent
hacker attacks is crucial. A virtual private network
(VPIN} 1s an internet security service that allows us-
ers to access the internet as if they were connecting
to a prvate network. VPNs use encryption to es-
tablish a secure connection over unsecured Internet
infrastructure.

VPNs play a vital role in protecting corporate
data and managing user access to that data. They
safeguard data as users interact with apps and web
properties over the Internetkeeping certain re-
sources hidden. While VPNs are commonly used
for access control, other identity and access man-
agement (LIAM) solutions can also assist in manag-
INg USET ACCESS.

Encryption is a method of scrambling data so
that only authorised parties can decipher the infor-
mation. It transforms readable data into a random
appearance to prevent attackers or interceptors
from understanding it. Encryption functions like a
“secret code.”

A VPN operates by creating encrypted connec-
tions between devices, often using the [Psec or SSL/
TLS encryption protocols. All devices connecting
to the VPN establish encryption keys, which are
used to encode and decode all transmitted informa-
tion. While this encryption process may introduce
some latency to network connections, it secures
VPN connections, even across public Internet infra-
structure. For instance, if a criminal intercepts data
passing through an Internet exchange point (IXP),
they would only see the encrypted version of the
data, ensuring its security.

fic from outside the VPN. However, if they gain ac-
cess to the VPN, they can reach any resources con-
nected to that network. A compromised account or
device can grant attackers access to VPN-protected
data, highlighting the importance of securing VPN
access. The “castle-and-moat” model illustrates this
scenario, where internal user VPN accounts act as
the “moat” protecting data. If an attacker obtains
a user's login credentials, they can breach the VPN
and access all connected data.

Zero Trust secunty offers a more secure ap-
proach by not trusting any user by default. While
VPNs are effective for granting access to a large user
group simultanecusly, managing individual user
permissions requires a more granular approach.

Setting up a VPN for each employee is imprac-
tical and costly, necessitating a different strategy
for managing access at the individual user level. In
conclusion, VPNs are essential for securing data
and protecting against cyber threats, especially in
the financial sector. Understanding how VPNs
work and their role in safeguarding sensitive infor-
mation is crucial for maintaining a secure digital
environment.
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arket research firm TrendForce re-
ports that global smartphone pro-
duction grew 9.2% quarter-to-quar-

ter to 334.5 million units in the
fourth quarter of 2024, driven by Apple’s peak
production season and consumer subsidies from
local Chinese governments. While Apple expand-
ed production with the launch of new models,
Samsung faced production declines due to inten-
sified competition in emerging markets.

In the first half of 2024, the smartphone mar-
ket was no longer impacted by high channel in-
ventory compared with the same period the previ-
ous year. With seasonal demand and government
subsidies driving growth in the second year of
2024, total annual production grew 4.9% year-on-
year to 1.224 billion units. However, 2025 produoc-
tion growth is expected to slow to just 1.5%, as the
global economic recovery remains sluggish and
geopolitical nsk';, mclndmg tariff hikes, weigh on

Apple surged to the top spot after growing
37.4% quarter-on-quarter to 80.1 million units
in Q4/2024. Its total year 2024's production re-
mained steady at 223 million units, similar to the
previous year. However, its Al-powered features
currently support only limited languages, failing
to significantly boost sales. A global rollout of
multi-lingual AT functions in April is expected to
drive renewed demand.

Samsung dropped to second place, falling by
10.6% quarter-on-quarter to 52.4 million smart-
phones. Its decline in market share reflected the
completion of flagship model restocking and in-
creased competition from Chinese brands in key
markets like India and Africa. Samsung's total
production in 2024 fell 2.1% year-on-yearto 224.3
million units.

Xiaomi {immcluding Redmi and Poco) secured
third place, with Q4/2024 production rising 4.7%
quarter-to-quarter to 44.5 million units. Full-year
2024 production rose by 15.3% year-on-year to
169.9 million units. Xiaomi's well-balanced line-
up across premium, mid-range and budget seg-
ments, coupled with its high-value pricing strat-
egy, resonated with consumers amid economic
uncertainty. China’s subsidy programs further
boosted its local market share, positioning Xiao-
mi for continued growth in 2025.

OPPO (including OnePlus and Realme) ranked
fourth, falling slightly by 1.1% quarter-to-quarter
to 36.8 million units in Q4/2024. Full-year 2024
production rose by 3.1% year-on-year to 143.4
million units. While OFPO also benefited from
China's subsidies, the impact was primarily seen
in increased high-end smartphone sales rather
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W lth seasonal demand and gm ernment subsidies
driving growth in the second year of 2024, total
annual pmduetmn grew 4.9% year-on-year to 1.224
billion units. However, 2025 pmduclmn growth is
expected to slow to just 1.5%, as the global economic
recovery remains sluggish and geopolitical risks,
including tariff hikes, weigh on consumer spending

than overall volume growth.

Vivo (including 1Qoo) ranked fifth, growing
by 5.9% quarter-to-quarter to 28.6 million units
in Q4/2024. Full-year 2024 production for 2024
grew by 10.2% year-on-year to 103 million units,
with sales growth driven by China's subsidy pol-
icies.

Transsion (including TECNO, Infinix, and
itel) secured sixth place, growing by 5.9% quar-
ter-to-quarter to 27 million units in Q4/2024.
Full-year 2024 production reached 105.9 million
units, largely fueled by aggressive inventory re-
plenishment in Q1//2024. However, since Trans-

While Apple expanded
production with the launch of new
models, Samsung faced
production declines due to
intensified competition in
emerging markets

sion's primary markets are outside China, it did
not benefit from Chinese subsidies, leading to
weaker production growth in second-half 2024
compared with Vivo.

According to a late report by Counterpoint
Research, there were little to no changes in global
smartphone sales in Q4 2024, which led to only
small changes in global OS shares. Android had a
74% market share, the same as last year, but still
faced some challenges. Even though Android was
stable, it hit i1ts lowest quarterly share in India and
the US. Google and Motorola sales growth helped
in the double-digit YoY declines among smaller

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

brands in the US. The iPhone also has strong mar-
ket stability with its sales only declining by 1%.

There was a 4% market share reported for
Harmony OS5, with unchanged YoY. In China,
Harmony's OS share increased by 19% mostly
because of sales of new launches. For the fourth
consecutive quarter, Harmony OS stayed ahead
of 105. On the other hand, the smartphone sub-
sidies in China boosted local OEMSs, which will
probably result in further growth.

Global smartphone revenues grew 5% YoY in
2024, ending a two-year streak of declines, while
the global ASP climbed to a record high of §356,
according to the latest research from Counter-
point's Market Monitor service.

Furthermore, global smartphone shipments
also registered growth after two years as global
macroeconomic conditions and consumer sen-
timent improved leading to increased upgrades
driven by 5G adoption and features like better
cameras and faster processors.

Commenting on the market dynamics in 2024,
Counterpoint Senior Analyst Shilpi Jain said,
“There were many positives for the smartphone
market in 2024 as both ASPs and shipments grew.
Reverme growth continues to outpace shipment
growth and ASP continues to reach new record
levels driven by OEMs’ growing focus on the pre-
mium segment and consumers’ desire for high-
end devices and rising input costs.

Going forward, in 2025, smartphone ship-
ments are likely to grow in single-digit percent-
ages, while ASPs and revenues will continue to
outpace shipment growth. Low-cost 5G and the
diffosion of GenAl to lower price segments are
key trends to look out for in 2025.”
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iaomi president Lu Weibing empha-

sised the company's return to high-

speed growth in 2024, with revenue

and net profit reaching new heights
due to double-digit growth in smartphone sales
and the launch of its first electric vehicle (EV),
the SU7. Total revenue rose by 35% year-on-year
to CINY365.9 billion ($50.6 billion). During an
earnings call, Lu stated that Xiaomi had entered a
fast track of growth with advancements in mobile
phones, automotive, IoT, and other enterprises.
The smartphone unit's performance significantly
outperformed the market as a whole. Net profit
for Q4 2024 increased by 90.4% to CINY9 billion,
with revenue rising by 48.8% to CINY 109 billion.
Smartphone sales climbed by 16% to CINY51.3
billion, with global shipments up by 5.3% to 42.7
million units. The average selling price (ASP)
rose by 5.2% to CN'Y1,138.

Xiaomi has remained in the top three of glob-
al smartphone shipment rankings for 18 consec-
utive quarters. CFO Alain Lam noted that the
annual gross profit margin for smartphones re-
mained relatively healthy at 12.6% despite esca-
lating component prices.

IoT and lifestyle revenue grew by 51.7% to
CNY30.9 billion. The number of connected IoT
devices (excluding smartphones, tablets, and lap-
tops) on its AloT platform increased by 22.3%
to 904.6 million. Revenue from its smart EV ini-
tiative reached CINY16.3 billion, aiming to sell
350,000 wehicles in 2025, up from 136,854 in

During an earnings call, Lu stat-
ed that Xiaomi had entered a fast
track of growth with
advancements in mobile phones,
automotive, [oT, and other ven-
tures. The performance of the
smartphone unit significantly
outstripped the market overall

2024. The adjusted net loss of this unit and other
new businesses for the full year was CNY6.2 bil-
lion. R&D spending in 2025 is anticipated to rise
to approximately CINY 30 billion from CINY24.1
billion, with AT accounting for about a quarter of
the expenditure.

Smartphone revenue in 2024 reached
ENMB191.8 billion, up 21.8% year-on-year, with
a gross profit margin of 12%. Global smartphone
shipments reached 168.5 million units, a 15.7%
increase year-on-year, mainfaining the No. 3
position in global smartphone shipments with
a 13.8% market share. In the fourth quarter of
2024, smartphone revenue reached RMB51.3 bil-
lion, marking a 16.0% increase year-on-year, with
a gross profit margin of 12%. Global smartphone
shipments reached 42.7 million units, reflecting a
5.3% increase year-on-year, maintaining the No.
J position in global rankings with a 13.0% market
share. Xiaomi continued its dual-brand strategy
with the launch of new products under the Xiao-
mi and Redmi brands. Revenue from [oT and life-
style products surpassed RMB100 billion for the
first time in 2024, reaching RMB104.1 billion, up
30.0% year-on-year, with a gross profit margin of
20.3%.

The number of connected IoT devices on the
AloT platform reached 904.6 million, a 22.3%
year-on-year increase. The monthly active users
of the Mi Home App grew to 100.8 million in
December 2024, an increase of 17.5% year-on-

In 2024, smart large home appliances exhib-
ited robust growth, with record-high shipments
of air conditioners, refrigerators, and washing
machines. Xiaomi launched the Mijia Central
Aidr Conditioner Pro in February 2025, featuring
advanced technology for energy efficiency and
smart home integration.

Xiaomi, a newcomer in the automotive indus-
try, has swiftly surpassed established EV startups
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Xiaomi sales reach
peak with double-
digit growth of
smartphones and

launch of e-vehicles

In 2024, revenue from the Smartphone x AloT segment
reached RMB333.2 hillion, up 22.9% year-on-year.

The gross profit margin of the segment was 21.2%, with
an ASP of RMBLI38.2, an increase of 5.2% year-on-
year. In the fourth quarter of 2024, revenue reached
RMB92.3 billion, reflecting a 26.1% rise year-on-year,
accompanied by a gross profit margin of 20.6%

in car sales within just a year.

The company's 2024 financial results, mark-
ing its first year as a carmaker, demonstrate the
success of founder Lei Jun's venture into electric
vehicles. Xiaomi reported revenue of 365.9 bil-
lion Chinese yuan ($50.6 billion) in 2024, a 35%
increase, alongside an adjusted net profit of 27.2
billion Chinese yuan ($3.8 billion), a rise of 41%.

The majority of Xiaomi's revenue still orig-
inates from its core businesses of smartphones
and home appliances, while its new EV division
contributed about 10% or 32.7 billion yuan ($4.5
billion) to the total revenue.

Xiaomi delivered 136,000 EVs in 2024 and
has raised its 2025 delivery target to 350,000
units. Xiaomi's stock has surged by over 280% in
the past year, outperforming most stocks on the
Hang Seng Index. The company’s first EV, the
SU7, released in March 2024, has received high
demand and positive reviews, garnering praise
from Ford CEO Jim Farley.

Xiaomi plans to launch the YU7, an electric
SUV, in the summer to compete with Tesla's

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Model Y. Despite the high costs associated with
EV production, Xiaomi remains steadfast in its
EV wventure, making significant investments in
research and development. Success in the EV
market has also positively influenced Xiaomi's
smartphone business, enhancing its brand image
and boosting phone sales.

Xiaomi's global presence in the smartphone
market remains strong, ranking as the world’s
third-largest phone maker in 2024, behind Apple
and Samsung. Chinese tech companies, including
Xiaomi, are expanding into new markets such as
Southeast Asia and the Middle East, aiming to
penetrate the premium sector. The overall Chi-
nese tech sector has experienced a rally this year,
with the Hang Seng Tech Index rising by 40%,
and companies like BYD reaching record highs.
Investors express ophmism about government
support for the economy and the potential for
innovation within China'’s tech industry. Xi Jin-
ping's recent meetings with tech leaders indicate
a shift in Beijing's approach towards Big Tech
companies.
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akistan does not wish to forcibly remove

Afghan refugees. However, due to the rise

of terrorism and unrest in the region follow-

ing the Taliban's control of Afghanistan,
the country has become a focal point for such activ-
ities. Many Afghan refugees who sought shelter in
other countries are now being associated with ille-
gal actions such as smuggling and terrorism. Palka-
stani authorities have expressed concerns about the
increasing imvolvement of Afghan refugees in crim-
extended to other countries, prompting Germany's
Interior Minister, Nancy Faeser, to address the issue
in a parliamentary session, emphasising the need to
deport Afghan refugees engaged i criminal acts to
safeguard national security. Faeser highlighted the
potential threat that the illegal activities of Afghan
nationals pose to internal security and the country's
integrity. As a result, Pakistan plans to expel three
million Afghans from the country from April 1 this
year after the expiration of a deadline for them to

Similar steps have been taken by other countries
such as Pakistan, Iran, and Austria, all of which
have announced plans to deport undocomented Af-
ghan refugees to combat the rising threat of terror-
ism on their soil. The global community continues to
question how long the Taliban's influence will allow
terrorism to spread across borders.

This move is part of a broader crackdown initi-
ated in October 2023 to turn out foreigners residing
illegally in Palastan, primarily Afghans. The cam-
paign, however, was criticised by rights groups, the
Taliban government, and the TIN.

According to figures from the International Or-
ganization for Migration, approximately 845,000
Afghans have departed from Pakistan in the last 18
months. Pakistan estimates that three mullion Af-
ghans remain in the country, with 1,344 584 holding
Proof of Registration cards and 807,402 possessing
million Afghans without proper documentation are
residing mn Pakistan illegally.

Authorities instructed Afghan Citizen cardhold-
ers to leave Islamabad and Rawalpindi by March 31
and return to Afghamistan voluntarily or they would
be deported. Those with Proof of Registration are
allowed to stay in Palastan until June 30, while Af-
ghans destined for resettlement in third countries
must also depart from Islamabad and Rawalpindi by
March 31. Authorities have shown their willingness
to collaborate with foreign diplomatic missions to fa-
cilitate the resettlement of Afghans; otherwise, they
will be deported from Pakistan.

Following the Taliban's takeover in 2021, tens of
thousands of Afghans fled. Under a program, the
Amencan government approved a resettlement of
the individuals who nisked their lives due to their af-

President Donald Trump hatted US refugee pro-
grams in January, leaving 20,000 Afghans in a state
of uncertainty. According to a document outlining
the expulsion plans, Afghan officials will not be in-
volved in any committee or formal decision-making
process. To assist with deportations, two transit sta-
tions will be established in the northwest province
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. One station will be located
in Nasir Bagh, a suburb of Peshawar, while the oth-
er will be in the border town of Landi Kotal, near
the Torkham crossing, approximately 7 kilometres
away. The fate of children born in Pakistan to Af-
ghan parents, Afghan couples with different types of
docomentation, and families with one Afghan par-
are expected to assist in such cases, as indicated by
officials speaking to the AP. Over the past two years,
nearly 850,000 Afghans, including women and chil-
dren, have been expelled from Palkistan as part of a
government crackdown on Afghan nationals.

Among them, approximately 1.3 million hold
Proof of Registration (PoR) cards issued by the
UNHCR, while another 800,000 possess Afghan
Citizenship Cards (ACC) issued by the Palkistami
government in 2017. In Jamuary, Pnme Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s office outlined a three-phase “re-
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Govt deports
Afghans in order to
tackle security and

economic concerns

o

Pakistani authorities have raised concerns about the
growing involvement of Afghan refugees in criminal
behaviour. These criminal activities have even
extended to other countries, prompting Germany’s
Interior Minister, Nancy Faeser, to address the issue

in a parliamentary session.

location” plan targeting the deportation of undocu-
mented Afghans, including ACC holders, followed
by PoR. cardholders and those awaiting relocation to
third countries. Despite calls from international or-
ganisations like the UNHCR, Human Rights Watch
(HRW), and Amnesty International, Minister of
State for Interior Talal Chaudhry affirmed the gov-
ernment’s decision to proceed with the deportations.
The deportation process was due to intensify after
Similar steps have been taken
by countries like Pakistan, Iran,
and Austria, which have all an-
nounced plans to deport un-
documented Afghan refugees
to address the growing threat of
terrorism on their soil. The global
community continues to question
how long the Taliban’s influence
will enable terrorism to spread
across borders.
the end of the Eid holidays, as the voluntary repatria-
tion deadline expired on March 31. Pakistan 1s mov-
ing forward with its repatriation plan, with camps
established to facilitate the return process. Despite
concerns raised by the UNHCR and the Afghan Tal-
iban government, Pakistan remains committed in its
stance on deportations. The Afghan Taliban govern-
ment has urged Pakistan to halt forced repatriations
and ensure humane treatment of refugees.
Islamabad says the policy is mainly designed to

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

fight terrorism. The disputed Palkistan-Afghanistan
border, also known as the “Durand Line™ after the
British diplomat who negotiated it, has been home to
an array of extremist groups for decades.

This 1s not the first time Palkistan has cited secu-
rity concerns in a migration crackdown: i 2016, it
deported some 600,000 Afghan migrants. Human
Rights Watch called the exodus “the world's largest
unlawful mass forced retorn of refugees in recent
times.” Soon thereafter, Palistan began building a
fence along the Durand Line.

The issue has sparked criticism from the United
Nations, the United States, and human rights organ-
isations who have called on Islamabad to halt depor-
tations and fulfil international obligations of proper
treatment of refugees. Pakistan has never ratified the
1951 Geneva Convention and thus lacks domestic
protections for refugees. Nonetheless, legal analysts
say the deportations still violate international human
rights norms against relurning asylum seekers to a
dangerous or oppressive situation but they do not
know their involvement in crimes.

Some analysts say Pakistan’s deepening econom-
ic crisis, one of the country’s worst since its indepen-
dence in 1947, has confributed to ant-immigrant po-
litical sentiment. Food and fuel prices have soared,
the Pakistani rupee has rapidly depreciated, and the
central bank’s supply of foreign exchange reserves
has dwindled. Nationwide power outages due to
chronic underinvestment in the country’s infrastruc-
ture have further shaken the economy; Islamabad
has been forced to turn to the International Mone-
tary Fund for $3 billion in loans. The budget crunch
has reportedly led the government to charge undocu-
mented migrants an exit fee of $830, more than half
the average anmal income in Pakistan.
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vivo X200 Pro captures the
majestic beauty of snow-capped
mountains with Shehroze Kashif

1vo, a global leader in smartphone mnovation,

once again pushed the boundaries of mo-

bile photography with the vivo X200 Pro, cap-
turing the breathtaking beauty of Pakistan's
snow-covered peaks. This extraordmary feat was
accomplished in collaboration with Shehroze Kashif
also known as The Broad Boy, Pakistan’s renowned
high-altitude mountameer, who has successfully sum-
mited 14 of the world's highest peaks, including Ev-
erest and K2. Together, vivo and Shehroze embarked
on a journey to document the raw, untouched beauty
of the northern mountains using the 2200 Pro’s in-

ki . e
The project took place in Skardu, Gilgit-Baltistan,
where the unpredictable weather, freezing tempera-
an ultimate test, not just for Shehroze but also for the
vivo X200 Pro. Equipped with a 200MP ZEISS APO
Telephoto Camera, Super Landscape Mode, and
Telephoto Macro, the device enabled Shehroze to
capture breathtaking wide landscapes, intricate close-
ups, and stunning telephoto shots of the mountamn
peaks.

The Super Landscape Mode proved to be an es-
senfial tool in Shehroze's journey, allowing him to
document vast mountain ranges in their full majesty.
The feature’s HDR. processing and intelligent lighting
balance ensured that every snow-covered peak and
deep valley was captured with remarkable precision.
conditions, the vivo X200 Pro mamntained color accu-
racy and contrast, producing shots that mirrored the
breathtaking reality of the region.

The Telephoto Macro Mode further pushed the
limits of mobile photography, letting Shehroze cap-
ture infricate details of snow crystals, rugged rock
formations, and the smallest elements of the moun-

In addition to its photography capabilities, Sheh-
roze also tested the durability and performance of the
X200 Pro in extreme conditions. The device’s robust
design and long-lasting battery proved to be reliable
in the face of tough temperatures and challenging ter-
rains, ensuring uninterrupted usage throughout the
expedition.
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The collaboration between vivo and Shehroze
Kashif demonstrates how advanced smartphone
technology can empower adventurers, explorers,
and photographers. The vivo X200 Pro, with its ex-
ceptional imaging features, has shown that captor-
professional equipment but can be achieved with a
smartphone that fits in your pocket.

Through the vive X200 Pro, Shehroze Kashif has
not only docomented his latest adventure but has also
redefined the possibilities of mobile photography in
dedication to mnovation and pushing boundares,
making it possible to capture and preserve every ex-
traordinary moment — Every Shot a Journey #Into-
TheXtreme

vivo Vo0 5G
camera review:

A portrait
powerhouse with
pro-level versatility

The vivo V30 5G steps mto the spotlight as a
smartphone that promises to redefine mobile photog-
raphy, with a camera system that feels straight out of
a professional studio. Equipped with a 50 MP ZEISS
All Main Camera, ZEISS Mulhfocal Portrait, and

Al-powered enhancements, the V50 5G is undoubt-
edly one of the most capable imaging devices in its
category. At the core of the V50 5G’s camera setup
is the 50 MP ZEISS All Main Camera, featuning a
1/1.55" large sensor and ZEISS OIS. This means
brighter, sharper, and more detailed images even in
(OIS) and CITPA 4.0 DSLR-Level Stabilization work
impressively well, reducing motion blur and ensuring
steady shots, especially in night photography.

One of the most striking features is ZEISS Multi-
focal Portrait, offering 23mm, 35mm, and 50mm fo-
cal lengths to bring professional-style portraits to mo-
bile photography. Whether it's a wide enmvironmental
portrait, a natural street shot, or a classic half-body
frame, the V30 5G delivers DSLR-like depth and
clarity. The ZEISS Style Bokeh effects such as Biotar,
B-Speed, and Distagon further refine the portrait ex-
perience, creating a cinematic background blur that
enhances subject separation beautifiilly.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

While many smariphones excel at portraits,
wide-angle performance 15 often an afterthought.
The V50 5G challenges this with a 50 MP ZEISS
Ultra Wide-Angle Camera, boasting an expansive

119° field of view. The images remain distortion-free,
thanks to Al Group Portrait, which intelligently ad-
Justs focus and perspective for group photos of up to
30 people.

Selfie lovers are in for a treat with the 50 MP
ZEISS Group Selfie Camera, featuring a 92° AF
Wide-Angle Lens. It ensures that large groups fit
seamlessly into the frame while AT Facial Contour-
ing Technology subtly enhances facial features for
natoral-looking results. The Ultra Clear Backlit Selfie
mode, powered by Al 3D Studio Lighting 2.0, effec-
tively balances exposure against harsh light sources,
preventing overexposed backgrounds or shadowed
faces.

Low-light portrait photography gets a serious up-
grade with Al Aura Light Portrait 2.0. The soft flash
area 1s 100% lIarger than its predecessor, the V40, with
an illsmination softness 143 times that of a standard
flash. This results in better skin texture, natoral high-
lights, and a more balanced glow, eliminating harsh
overexposure. Rembrandt Lighting and Butterfly
Lighting modes replicate classic studio setups, mak-
ing night portraits feel like they were shot in a pro-
fessional studio. Beyond raw hardware Al Efficiency
Toolsplay a major role in refining images. The VCS
Camera-Bionic Spectrum mimics the way the human
eye perceives colors, enhancing tonal accuracy for
truer, more natural hues. Meanwhile, AT Erase 2.0
allows users to remove unwanted elements from their
images, while Live Cutout helps create dynamic sub-

o
L & ..."'.#l .

ject isolations m a matter of seconds. The Film Cam-
era Mode is another noteworthy addition, offering
vintage film tones, customizable photo borders, and a
ZEISS Border Watermark for those who love the nos-
talgic aesthetic. Unlike many smartphones that limit
4K recording to the main sensor, vivo V30 5G sup-
ports 4K video across all its cameras, including the
ultra-wide and selfie lenses. This makes it a versatile
tool for content creators who requuire high-resolution

That being said, if you're looking for a smartphone
that prioritizes portrait photography, cinematic video
recording, and Al-powered creativity, the vivo V50
5G 1s a strong choice. It brings DSLR-like capabili-
ties into a pocket-sized device, making it a compelling
option for mobile photography enthusiasts, content
creators, and everyday users who demand more from
vivo contimues to lead the way in smartphone pho-
tography evolution.
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Mobilink Bank gets GLOMO Award for

helping women in inheritance

JazzCash, Pakistan’s largest fintech with nearly 20 million monthly active users, was also
shortlisted for the GLOMO Awards this year in the ‘Best Fintech Innovation’ category for
its pioneering Tap Pay for Business feature

the ‘CMO Marketing Campaign’ Award

at the GSMA Global Mobile (GLOMO)
Awards during Mobile World Congress 2025 for its
Invisible Heirs campaign. This campaign addresses
the issue of the women who are denied their right-
ful inheritance and provides them tools to enable
them to claim what is their due. Aamir Ibrahim,
CEO of Jazz and Chairman of Mobilink Microfi-
nance Bank, recerved the award from Lara Dewar,
CMO of GSMA.

The Invisible Heirs campaign aims to tackle
gender-based financial inequality in Pakistan. At its
core, it is an inheritance calculator, integrated into
Mobilink Bank’s Dost mobile app, which allows
women to easily calculate their rightful share of in-
heritance. The campaign also featured a powerful
video narrative that highlighted the emotional and
societal challenges women face in securing their in-

heritance, sparking a nationwide conversation and

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz, Chairman of
Mobilink Microfinance Bank and Group Executive
Committee Member of VEON, remarked: “This
award 15 a testament to our unwavering commit-
ment to doving meaningful societal change through

sheds light on a deeply rooted issue but also pro-
vides a tangible solution that empowers women to
take control of their financial futures. This recogni-
tion underscores VEON's mission to create trans-
formative digital services that uplift communities
and foster equality.”

Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary, President &
CEO of Mobilink Microfinance Bank, celebrated
the GLOMO Award win for the Invisible Heirs
campaign, calling it a bold step towards breaking
barriers to women's financial independence. He
emphasised, “Equipping women to claim their
rightful inheritance is not just about changing lives
but also reshaping gender equality in Pakistan. As
a future-ready institution, this recognition reinforc-
es the bank's commitment to innovation, driving
lasting impact, and raising awareness to empower
women with the knowledge and confidence to se-
cure their financial rights.”

Mobilink Bank’s WIN Incubator empowers
[3 women-led startups for business success

The event brought together key stakeholders, industry leaders, businesswomen, partner
organizations, and media representatives to celebrate the power of collaboration and
innovation in driving inclusive economic progress

obilink Bank, recently celebrated the
graduation of 13 women-led enterpris-
es from its “Women Inspirational Net-
work (WIN) Incubator Program'. The program
equipped these entrepreneurs with essential skills,
financial literacy, and digital tools to help them
grow their startups, build business resilience, and
achieve sustainable growth. The graduation cere-
mony, held in Islamabad on International Wom-
en's Day, honored the success of these women who
overcame various challenges to turn their ideas
info successful businesses.
Speaking at the event, President & CEO of

phasized the bank's belief in women's potential to

o A -
drive economic growth and create lasting change.
He congratulated the graduates and expressed the

bank’s commitment to supporting the next genera-
tion of changemakers.

The event’s chief guest, Her Excellency Amna
Baloch, Foreign Secretary of Pakistan, praised the
success of the inaugural WIN Incubator cohort
and expressed excitement for the future of the
program. The participants of the WIN Incubator
program thanked Mobilink Bank for empower-
ing them with the tools and knowledge needed to
achieve business success and financial resilience.
With their enhanced skills and expertise, these
women are now ready to take their ventures to new
heights.

Mobilink Bank named a top 10 inclusive
company at GDEIB Awards 2025

The Bank’s success is attributed to its innovative DEI initiatives, such as the Women
Inspirational Network (WIN) for gender diversity and leadership development, Humqa-
dam for an inclusive workforce for Persons with Disabilities, MobiCare for employee

obilink Bank has been recognized as

one of the ‘Top 10 Inclusive Companies

of the Year’ at the prestigious Glob-

al Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Benchmarks

(GDEIB) Awards 2025. The Bank excelled in 14

out of 15 award categories, showcasing its dedica-

tion to global DEI best practices and its focus on

advancing women's social and economic empow-
erment in Pakistan.

The Bank's success is attributed to its inno-

vative DEI initiatives, such as the Women Inspi-

rational Network (WIIN) for gender diversity and
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leadership development, Humgadam for an inclu-

sive workforce for Persons with Disabilities, Mobi-
LOBAL DIVERSITY, EQUITY
USION BENCHMARKS
 AWARDS & CONFERENCE 20325

AN

Care for employee well-being, and MobilinkHER
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for female returnship programs. The launch of the
Inhentance Calculator further promotes financial
equity and women's empowerment by ensuring fair
Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary, President &
CEO of Mobilink Bank, emphasized the Bank's
dedication to creating a diverse, equitable, and in-
clusive society. Aleena Tanvir, Chief People Offi-
cer, highlighted the Bank's commitment to driving
real change by bridging the gender pay gap, em-
powering women leaders, and supporting persons
with disabilities.
MARCH, 2025
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inDrive and Yousuf Dewan partner to promote
electric vehicles in Pakistan

Karachi: inDrive and
Yousuf Dewan Companies
have joined forces to acceler-
ate the adoption of electric
vehicles (EVs) in Pakistan, fo-
cusing on four-wheel

EVs to drive sustainable
mobility. As part of this initia-
tive, inDrive and YDC is in-
troducing Honri  electric
vehicles in Karachi, Lahore,
and Islamabad, providing
passengers with a unique op-
portunity to experience envi-
ronmentally friendly
transportation first-hand.

To mark the beginning of
this collaboration, inDrive
and YDC are launching a
special joint campaign during
the holy month of Ramadan,
offering passengers free rides
in Honri EVs, This initiative
reflects both companies' com-
mitment to sustainable mobil-
ity and serves as a meaningful
contribution to this sacred
month by providing an inno-

vative and eco-conscious
travel experience.
Muhammad Awais,

change through innovative
and impactful initiatives, This
campaign is a testament to

only giving passengers a first-
hand experience of EV tech-
nology but also supporting

inDrive * |

Go electric.

Country Lead of inDrive
Pakistan, shared his thoughts
on this ground-breaking part-
nership: “At inDrive, we be-
lieve in driving positive

our commitment to providing
accessible and sustainable
mobility solutions. By adopt-
ing Honri's electric vehicles in
inDrive's fleet, we are not

Pakistan's transition toward a
cleaner, greener future. We
look forward to expanding
this collaboration and creat-
ing more opportunities for

drivers and passengers to ben-
efit from eco-friendly trans-
portation,”

Shaikh Saud Zia, Senior
Marketing Manager at
Yousuf Dewan Companies,
shared his thoughts on this
transformative partnership:
“At Dewan, we are comimit-
ted to driving Pakistan to-
wards a more sustainable
future, Partnering with in-
Drive to offer free rides in
Honri's electric vehicles dur-
ing Ramadan is a significant
step in making EV technol-
ogy more accessible to every-
day commuters, This
initiative highlights not only
the convenience and effi-
ciency of electric mobility but
also our dedication to reduc-
ing carbon emissions and fuel
dependence. We look forward
to expanding this collabora-
tion and contributing to a
cleaner, smarter transporta-
tion landscape in Pakistan,"s

CEOQ Inovi Technology celebrates
birthday with Infinix team

Karachi: Zeeshan Mianoor,
CEO of Inovi Technology, re-
cently celebrated his birthday in
Karachi with members of the

Infinix mobile phone team in
Pakistan,

A photo captured the festive
event, showing Mianocor sur-
rounded by colleagues from In-
finix as they gathered around a
birthday cake with lit candles.

The celebration seemed to have
taken place in an office setting,
indicating a workplace celebra-
tion.

On his birthday, Mianoor
reportedly received numerous
congratulatory messages from
mobile phone dealers, distribu-
tors, and owners across Pak-
istan. This widespread
recognition highlights Mi-

anoor's important role and con-
nections within the mobile
phone sales network in the
country.

It is important to note that
Inovi Technology is an author-
ized manufacturing and distri-
bution partner of Infinix
devices in Pakistan, While Mi-
anoor leads Inovi Technology,
the CEQ of Infinix Pakistan
has been identified as Joe Hu
and Simon Feng at different
times. The birthday celebra-
tion showcases the collabora-
tive partnership between Inovi
Technology and Infinix in the
Pakistani market. The gather-
ing in Karachi demonstrates
the strong bond between the
leadership and team members
of these key players in Pak-
istan's mobile phone indus-
try.m

Jazz partners with
Huawei to solarize
1,000 telecom sites

Islamabad: Jazz has part-
nered with Huawei to deploy
solar power at 1,000 telecom sites
nationwide. This initiative, pow-
ered by Huawed's iSolar technol-
ogy, will significantly enhance
Jazz's transition to a sustainable

telecom network by integrating
renewable energy solutions.
Aamir Ibrahim, CEQ of
Jazz, stated: “We are dedicated
to delivering an ideal experience
fior our customers while mitigat-

SEGO Mobile launches its inaugural official store in

Hyderabad: SEGO Mobile,
a rising star in the telecom in-
dustry, has officially opened its
first store in Hyderabad. The
inauguration ceremony took
place at Sari Tower in Saddar
Cantt, Hyderabad, with Senior
Superintendent of Police (S5F)
Hyderabad, Adeel Hussain
Chandio, as the chief guest, He
cut the ribbon to inaugurate the
store and wished the company
success and rapid growth.

The event was lively and at-
tended by prominent individu-
als, including President of the
Hyderabad Union of Journal-

ists (Workers) Amjad Islam,
Vice President Sajid Hussain
Arain, SHO Cantt Razag
Commando, Qazi Muin,
SEGO Mobile's Regional Sales
Manager Abdul Qadir Memon,
and members of the Mobile
Shop Retailers Association
such as Mureed Qazi, Asif Ab-
basi, Ameen Memon, Imran
Qureshi, Danish Khan, Kam-
ran Memon, and Haneen
Memon, The presence of com-
pany representatives and other
distinguished guests made the
occasion a great SUccess,
SEGO Mobile's impressive

ing our environmental footprint,
The deployment of iSolar sites
takes us further in our sustain-
ability journey, enabling us to
provide reliable connectivity
powered by renewable energy to
our customers. This initiative

demonstrates our commitment
to taking the steps that are not
only good for business but also
good for the planet, contrbuting
to responsible use of energy re-
sources in Pakistan,”s

Hyderabad

debut in Hyderabad showcases
its vision, commitment, and
drive. As the company ex-
pands, it is poised to unveil
more innovative products and
strengthen its presence in the
Pakistani mobile market.

With advanced technology,
exceptional customer service,
and a focus on quality, SEGO
Maobile is well on its way to es-
tablishing itself as a prominent
player in Pakistan's telecom
sector. The inauguration of its
inaugural store in Hyderabad is
just the start of an exciting
journey ahead m
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Riffat Mukhtar takes charge as new DG FIA

Islamabad: Riffat Mukhtar
has officially taken on the role
of Director General of the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency
(FIA). Coming from the 24th
Common batch of the Police
Service of Pakistan, Mukhtar
brings a wealth of experience to
his new position. Prior to this
appointment, he served as the
Inspector General of the Na-
tional Highways and Motorway
Police, where he led various ini-
tiatives to enhance road salety
and law enforcement. Through-
out his extensive career in public
service, Mukhtar has held sev-
eral key positions, including Ad-
ditional Secretary in the
Ministry of Interior and Inspec-
tor General of Police Sindh.

He has also served as the
Regional Police Officer (RPO)
in major cities such as Gujran-
wala, Multan, Faisalabad, and
Bahawalpur. Upon his arrival at
the F1A Headquarters, Mukhtar
was formally introduced to sen-

ior officers and briefed on the
agency's operations and current
challenges. In his address to the
officers, DG FIA Riffat
Mukhtar stressed the impor-

human trafficking, emphasizing
zero tolerance for corruption
and negligence in duty perform-
ance. "We will ensure that pro-
fessional responsibilities are met

tance of honesty, dedication,
and strict adherence to the law.
He announced plans to enhance
public service delivery and im-
plement a strategy to combat

without compromise” he stated.

L]

Interior Minister Mohsin
Nagvi met with the newly ap-
pointed Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) Director General

Riffat Mukhtar Raja, and Direc-
tor General of the National
Cyber Crime Investigation
Agency (NCCILA), Wagaruddin
Syed.Minister of State for Inte-
rior Tallal Chaudhry and Secre-
tary Interior Muhammad
Ehurram Agha were also pres-
ent on the occasion,

Magvi assigned the DG FIA
the task of formulating an effec-
tive strategy against illegal im-
migration and ordered a
nationwide crackdown on
human smuggling and human
trafficking networks. He empha-
gized that those involved in this
heinous crime were playing
with innocent lives and must be
dealt with an iron hand. He said
the FIA and all law enforce-
ment agencies must work to-
gether to eliminate “illegal
spectrums” and organized
crime from the country
Chaudhry remarked that
human traffickers deserved no
leniency.=

EBM

artners with SOS

Children’s Village Pak-
Istan to launch family
strengthening program

Karachi: English Biscuit
Manufacturers (EBM), Pak-
istan’s leading food FMCG
company, has partmered with

7

S0S Children's Villages Pak-
istan to establish a Family
Strengthening Program for sin-
gle mothers. Since 1977, SOS
Children's Village Pakistan, a
private non-profit organization,
has been working towards the
welfare, upbringing and educa-

tion of orphaned and aban-
doned children. The SOS Fam-
ily Strengthening Program aims
to empower single working
mothers by providing a nurtur-
ing environment for their chil-
dren while they pursue their
livelihoods.

EBM and 505 Children's
Village held the groundbreaking
ceremony in September 2024 at
the 308 facility, Karachi. The
project is geared towards com-
pletion by June 2025, EBM pre-
sented a cheque valued at Rs. 50
million to the Chairman of SOS
Children's Village, reinforcing
its dedication to nourishing the
welfare and education of or-
phaned and abandoned chil-
dren in Pakistan.=

Peshawar Zalmi and
Cheezious unite for PSL

Lahore: Peshawar Zalmi
has announced a partnership
with Cheezious for PSL10 to

7 " ¢

celebrate the 10th anniversary
of both Cheezious and the
PSL, Zalmi and Cheezious are
planning an exciting campaign
for their fans. As part of this
collaboration, the Cheezious
logo will be prominently dis-
played on the chest of Pe-
shawar Zalmi's official playing
kits, marking the beginning of
a dynamic association between
the two brands.

The COQO of Peshawar
Zalmi, Abbas Layaq, and a
representative from Cheezious

signed the contract in the pres-
ence of legendary cricketer and
President of Peshawar Zalmi,
Inzamam-ul-Hag, as well as
the next generation of Zalmi
star players Ali Raza, Ahmed
Daniyal, and Maaz Sadaqgat,
This partnership showcases a
shared commitment to excel-
lence and community engage-
ment that both Peshawar Zalmi
and Cheezious embody. =

PepsiCo Pakistan continues “Filling Hearts” initiative

Karachi: PepsiCo Pakistan
is advancing its food security
efforts this Ramadan through
the “Filling Hearts" initiative,
marking a significant milestone
of 2 million meals distributed
since the program's inception.
This year, the company will
provide 750,000+ meals near
its operational sites across Pun-
jab, continuing its collaborative
efforts with PepsiCo Founda-
tion — the company's philan-
thropic arm - to support
underserved communities dur-
ing the holy month.

“At PepsiCo Pakistan, #In-
WithForPakistan is more than
a hashtag — it's our operational

philosophy,” said Khurram
Shah, Director of Corporate
Affairs. “Our Filling Hearts ini-

tiative represents our continu-
ous journey of standing
alongside local communities,

understanding their challenges,
and supporting their aspira-
tions, This vear, a special focus

of our food drive has been cre-

ating meaningful moments for
families, particularly during

“Roza Kushai" — a memorable
rite of passage when children
break their first fast.”

The initiative is part of a
broader strategy that includes
comprehensive programs like
She Feeds the World, which
has been instrumental in sup-
porting women farmers, intro-

ducing sustainable
agricultural practices, and
building community re-

silience, Through these efforts,
PepsiCo has been exploring
ways to address the root
causes of food insecurity by
supporting local agricultural
ecosystems and creating eco-
nomic opportunities.s
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Faysal Bank reaf-

firms commitment

to compassionate

care at Indus Hos-
pital

Karachi: Faysal Bank Lim-
ited furthered its commitment
to community well-being with
a notable visit to Indus Hospi-
tal & Health Network (IHHN).
During the wisit, Mian
Muhammad Younis, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors,
inaugurated a dedicated floor
at the hospital's new building =

&g

Pakistan, Belarus ink
energy, transport
agreements

Islamabad: Pakistan and
Belarus signed multiple coop-
eration agreements on energy,
transport, and communica-
tions during a high-level dele-
gation visit to Belarus this
weelk. Pakistan's Federal Com-
munications Minister Abdul
Aleem Khan and Belarusian
Energy Minister Denis Moroz
inked the memorandums of
understanding (MoUs) on the
final day of talks. The agree-
ments cover joint projects in
encrgy infrastructure, indus-
trial collaboration, and postal
services, with plans to for-
malise terms during the PM's
upcoming visit, said a press re-
lease issued here. m

Bank Alfalah up-
dates international
lounge access pol-
icy, upsetting credit

card holders

Bank Alfalah recenily
changed its international
lounge access policy for Opti-
mus and Titanium credit card
holders, limiting access to pas-
sengers with delayed flights
starting April 1st, 2025, This
decision has sparked frustra-
tion and confusion among cus-
tomers who valued this perk.
The announcement was sent
via text message, prompting
criticism on social media. Cus-
tomers are questioning the ra-
tionale behind the change and
expressing  disappointment
over losing a key benefit, Bank
Alfalah has not provided a de-
tailed explanation for the pol-
icy adjustment, leading to calls
for transparency and clarity.
There are also concerns about
regulatory compliance and
customer trust. The situation
highlights the importance of
clear communication and cus-
tomer-centric policies in the
credit card market.»
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Meta acknowledges Eocean's WhatsApp Integration at
PTCL as a worldwide success story

Islamabad: Eocean's suc-
cessful implementation of the
WhatsApp Business Platform
for Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Company Limited
(PTCL) , has been globally
recognized by Meta, showcas-
ing Palkistan's digital transfor-
mation achievements on the
global stage. This recognition
highlights how Eocean's Dig-
ital Connect, a customer en-
gagement platformutilizing
official WhatsApp Business
APIs, automates customer in-
teractions efficiently.

Through Eocean's integra-
tion of the WhatsApp Busi-
ness APl millions of PTCL
customers can now conve-
niently lodge complaints,
troubleshoot issues, make bill
payments, and access addi-
tional  services  directly

through WhatsApp Chat.
This self-service platform not
only provides instant, and

December 1, 2023, to Novem-
ber 30, 2024, the new ap-

proach vielded significant

B

personalized assistance but
also enhances PTCL"s cus-
tomer service operations by
reducing manual interven-
tions.

During the period from

improvements compared to
traditional methods: - 31%
decrease in complaints di-
rected to customer Service
due to automated trou-
bleshooting - 10% reduction

in service requests dispatched
through WhatsApp Flows -
34% of complaints resolved
immediately without requir-
ing additional team support
As the first case study of a
Pakistan-based Meta Business
Partner, Eocean's successful
collaboration with PTCL
serves as a remarkable exam-
ple of digital transformation.
Syed Amir Jafri, Chief Ex-
ecutive of eOcean, expressed
pride in the recognition, stat-
ing, "Our partnership with
PTCL demonstrates our ded-
ication to delivering innova-
tive solutions. By leveraging
Meta's platform, we have pro-
vided millions of users with
faster, and more personalized
services, setting new indusiry
standards. We are honored
that Meta has acknowledged

our efforts on a global scale.”

Syed Arif Raza, Group
Chief Commercial Officer of
PTCL Group, emphasized
the company’s focus on inno-
vation and customer-centric-
ity, stating, "The automated
troubleshooting in our What-
sApp-based complaint system
has revolutionized our opera-
tions and enhanced customer
experiences. This recognition
from Meta validates how we
have turned challenges into
valuable opportunities for
both our internal processes
and customers."

This collaborative effort
paves the way for broader in-
dustry transformation, offer-
ing a blueprint for intuitive
and scalable solutions that
will shape the future of digital
customer service,m

DTI, and Tapal Tea and empower women
through “Uraan” program

Karachi: DTI, in collabora-
tion with Tapal Tea, successfully
conducted a Recruitment Drive
to hire female electricians for its
flagship women's empower-
ment program, “Uraan.” This
initiative marks a significant
milestone in DTT's commitment
to gender inclusion, opening
new doors for women in techni-
cal roles traditionally dominated
by men,

The recruitment drive re-
ceived an encouraging response
from aspiring female candi-
dates, highlighting a growing in-
terest in technical fields. As part
of the “Uraan” program, Tapal
Tea aims to create sustainable

career opportunities for women
in industrial roles such as elec-

ducing specialized training in
workplace safety and forkdift op-

Engro acquires Jazz’s tower
infrastructure for $563 million

Islamabad: Competition

Commission of Pakistan (CCP)
has given the green light to
Engro Corporation's acquisi-
tion of Deodar (Pvt) Ltd, the
tower infrastructure subsidiary
of Jazz, This significant deal,
valued at around £563 million,
represents a major development
| in Pakistan's telecom sector.
The Engro-Jazz deal will enable
Jazz to shift towards an asset-
light business model, concen-

| trating on core telecom services

trical work. Additionally, dis-
cussions were held with DT to
expand the program by intro-

erations, further enhancing par-
ticipants' skills and
employability.s

while outsourcing tower infra-
structure,

With Engro assuming con-

trol of Jazz's tower assets, the
telecom industry is poised to
witness improved service qual-

ity, enhanced network effi-
ciency, and greater investment
in digital infrastructure,

This agreement is expected
to promote more infrastructure-
sharing agreements in the tele-
com industry, leading to cost
reductions and better connectiv-
ity. It will also attract increased
foreign and local investments in
Pakistan's telecom sector, bol-
stering the country's status as a
burgeoning digital economy
with 5G readiness.

The Engro-Jazz deal repre-
sents a significant milestone in
Pakistan's telecom landscape,
paving the way for technologi-
cal advancements and en-
hanced network capabilities.=

Virtual anchors
and hosts on

the rise

Beijing: Hangzhou News
Broadcast, operated by east
China’s Zhejiang province's
Hangzhou Culture, Radio and
Television Group, has integrated
Al-synthesized virtual anchors
into its programming—a pilot
initiative reporting zero opera-
tional errors during broadcasts,
provoking robust public debate
on automation's role in journal-
ism,

A “virmal human" denotes
a digitally engineered entity
replicating  anthropomorphic
traits within non-corporeal envi-
ronments, Accelerated by ad-
vancements in 5G networks,
artificial intelligence, and immer-
sive simulation technologies,
these constructs now exhibit
heightened perceptual and ana-
Iytical capabilities, permeating
quotidian societal functions with
growing sophistication. s

Telenor Pakistan launches new initiatives
to empower women in the workforce

Islamabad: Telenor Pak-
istan has introduced two
groundbreaking  initiatives,
‘Nayi Raah' and Executive
MBA sponsorship, to foster an
inclusive and supportive work
environment for women. Nayi
Raah', an industry-first part-
time work model, empowers
women by offering them the
flexibility to balance their ca-
reers with personal responsibil-
ities. This initiative allows
female professionals to actively
contribute to the workforce
without compromising their
commitments at home, mark-
ing a significant step toward
greater work-life integration.

Telenor Pakistan has collab-
orated with the Lahore Univer-
sity of Management Sciences
(LUMS) to offer an exclusive
scholarship for the Executive
MBA and all Master's pro-
grams at the Suleman Dawood
School of Business (SDSB).
This partnership is designed to

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

support Telenor Pakistan's fe-
male employees' professional

growth and leadership develop-

NAYI RAAH
WHERE GRPORTUNITY

ment, fostering a culture of
continuous learning and em-
powerment.”

These initiatives are intro-
duced in alignment with the In-
ternational Women's Day
(TWD) 2025 theme, ‘Accelerate
Action,” which underscores the
need to drive real and impactful
change for gender equality.

“Empowering women o
lead, innovate, and succeed is
key to driving meaningful
progress,” said Areej Khan,
Chief People Officer, Telenor
Pakistan, “Through initiatives
like ‘Nayi Raah’ and sponsoring

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Executive MBA at LUMS, we
are not just advocating for inclu-
sion— We are taking action and
creating pathways for women to
excel in their careers while
maintaining a worlc-life bal-
amﬂ

Telenor Pakistan has long
been at the forefront of Diver-
sity, Equity, and Inclusion
(DEI), with pioneering pro-
grams such as ‘Maya Aghaaz’
and ‘Parvaaz' supporting in-
creased female workforce partic-
ipation. The company also
continues to drive economic em-
powerment through collabora-
tions with Circle Women and
the World Bank's ‘Girls Learn,
Women Earn’ initiative, expand-
ing digital literacy and financial
inclusion for women nation-
wide. Leadership development
programs like EmpowHer for
Today and EmpowHer to Lead
further equip women with the
skills and mentorship needed
to excel in leadership roles.s

DSE, PSX, and
CSE sign deal to
strengthen capi-
tal market coop-

eration

Karachi: Dhaka Stock Ex-
change (DSE), Pakistan Stock
Exchange (P5X), and Colombo
Stock Exchange (CSE) signed a
tripartite (MolU) to strengthen re-
gional capital market coopera-
tion.

The agreement aims to es-
tablish an exchange forum to fa-
cilitate technology development
and sharing, human resource
collaboration, product develop-
ment, regulatory coordination,
investor protection, and knowl-
edge exchange across the three
markets. Citing the PSX, the
Middle East-based news outlet
reports that the initiative will fos-
ter deeper regional cooperation
among the three South Asian na-
tions while creating new oppor-
tunities for investors and market
participants across the region.m

| MARCH 2025
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Realme 12
Rs. 59,999

Chipset: Quatcomm Srapdragon &35
CPU: Ceta-core (2 x 2.2 GHe Cortex
-A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.7 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen
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3 TI0G B nm), CPU: Dela-cors (2% 2.3
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Capacitive Touchscreen
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Infinix Note 40
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R Chipset: Mediatek MTETE9H
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_
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678" AMOLED 120Hz

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO
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| ?ziﬁai"&"éffﬁﬂi%” e —— (268120 extended)
w 18W, Fast Charge | L:ll  70W, Ultra Charge
m S5000mAR . | -“ 5000mAh
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Fakb-25
Imparver Name Brand T o
PUTURETECH APPLE EEL} EEERTEN
ST TECHNCLOGIES TE] LUMAITED ArELE
IFHOMNE CITY APPLE ig R
SELECT TRCHMOQLOGIES (FRIVATE] LIBITED APPLE a0 1,138,115
SMART SOLLITIONS APPLE 2,058 14,102
AL MAFEESA ENTERPIISES APPLE
GMEXT SOLUTHIMS (FRIVATE) LIBITED APPLE
GHMENT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE [N=T] B,294 514
SaHAS THADERS APPFLE B3 210,190
ACTHON RAOBILE APPLE
FMONCARRY [PRIGATE] LINITED APPLE
MICIROTEL TIRADING AFPLE 203 104, 890
FACRO PMAOBILE (FWT.] LIBAITED APPLE
SEAART TECHMOLOGIES AFPLE
LEADING EOGE PAKISTAN [PRIVATE] LIMITED AFPLE 3 .am1 TO
WALAS MOBILES APPLE 1,286 211,355
BAYEHA FNTERPRISES APPLE
MAYYAN CNTERPRISES AFPLE
FELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES [FRIVATE]) LIMITED APFLE 298 3ra,6ar
FASS. © REGHT RMAORILE APPLE
TRADE BATOH INTERMATIONAL APPLE
P REHMANI TRADERS APPLE
GAREEN ENTERFRISES APPLE
CORFTRCH APPLE A 501,02%
.40 COMPALIMICATION AFPLE &, 509 2,359 961
USRA COMBMUINICATION APPLE
PICK N SAVE APPLE
EUROTEL TRADING AFPLE 100 124, 04
AL-BAREAT SYSTEMS APPLE 2148 133,757
HEAVEHN TECHROLOGIES APPLE I IE1,473
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE 138 187,573
URITED TRADERS APFLE
FAYVALA TRADING (PRIVATE] LIRITED [FRYATA
AT COMPLINICATION GOMGLE 1,730 145,261
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS OO LE 205 13 547%
EMART SOLUTHNS GG LE TR 1R R
POLE CIOH ATION TECHMOLOGY [PRIVATE] LIMITRD MELLD TECH
EXFEAT TECH SOLUTIONS BLACKWVIEW
ATURE TECH [PRNVATE) LIBITED SEGD
A5 TELECOM IPRIVATE] LIMITED ALLCALL
PRERIER CODE [PRVATE] LINITED O CoDe &, 000 ETTC]
SWAIET B SOLUTIONS PWT LT DGIT 4G F.500 306, B3
FICH W SAWT
ALPHA ENETWORE (FRIVATE) LIMITED
A% TELECORM [PRIVATE) LIMITED
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES
1RO TELECOR [PWT.) LIMITED. 180,000 13,075,065
EEMITH ENTERPRISE
CARLCARE SERWICE [FVT.) LIBMITED a Ry
RCCOTEL TRADING
BADBICELL (PRIVATE] LIMITED IR
TRANSSION TECKD ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE] LIMITED IRFIN 109, G0 F.195 835
CARLCART STRVICE (FVT.] LIBMITED ITEL [] TAS
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE] LIMITED MEL 1, 000 1,165 065
TECHO PACK ELECTRONIS [FPRIVATE] LEMITED MEL
TRANESION TECHD CLECTRONICS [PRIVATE} LINITED mEL %, 00 AT 496
¥OURG TECH WATE} LIMITED [
S8 0 COMMILIRMICATION FAOTOROLA
TECH SIRAT [PFRIVATE] LIBAITED MOTOROLA
FORTLINE [FRIVATE]) LINITED MOTOROLA
SCOOTEL TRADING PaLEHA
LINITED MA TIOMN HTERA
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES [PFRIVATE) LIBMITED MO KARE
LOSISTICS MrOMEL MO NARE F3 ]
ACTHIN MOBILE RO FUABRAE
HCONIC STARS FLECTROMICS. MO HAME
AS. TELECOM [FRIVATE] LIBMITED RO NAME
ATURE TECH [PRIVATE] LIMITED MO HARE
FUROTEL TRADHMNG O MARE
PICK M SAVE MO NAME
ENERT TECH [FRIVATE] LIBITED [l ] 541,00 B, Fas 00l
UNITED CORMRLINICATION [FVT,] LIMITED 0 MORILE
EXERT TECH [(PRIVATE} LIMITED REALME FERTL] 5,316 181
SUNTON MOBILE TECH {PRIVATE) LIBITED RERLBE
LOGISTICS FROPEL REALBAE £ iio
PICK N SAVE SAMSLNG
S0 COMMIURICATION SAMEUNG 11 148 508
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS SARASLIRG AT BOLSET
SAMELING FC PAKISTAN [FRIVATE) LIBITED SAMSLING [ [TErH
GHEEN ENTERPILISES SAMELNG i
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATICHN LIMITED SAMSLUING 165 868 21,486,966
FAHAAM TRADCRS SARMSLNG
EURDTEL TRADING SAMSLING
FOUING TECH [FRIVATE] LIBITED &0 RCEILE
AR LIsE CORMPAURNICATION LT TECHD A0, 000 1,793,043
ADVANCE TELECOM (FWT.} LIMITED TECRO
TRANSSION TECHD ELECTRONICS (PRVATE] LINITELD TECHO 104, 200 FFA0A23
COOARETECH TECHKD
SICCOTEL TRADING - TECRO [T 77,000
CARLCARE SERVICE (PWT.} LIMITED TECHO ] 1648
EFEE SOLUTIOMS ULEFDNE
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE] LIMITED WD 191,703 23,041,050
S5H TELECOR [SME-FIIVATE] LIMITED WEOTEL 50,000 1,838 895
CARLCARE SERVICE [FVT.] LIMITED WILLADIM
BNO] TELECOM [PYT.] LIMITED WILLADN
EDGE COMSULTING SOLUTIONS HIACRAL
CORETECH EiACIR el G, FR0
TECH SIRAT (FRIVATE] LIRTTED XIACRA
GLOBAL CLSTOMER CARE [PRIVATE] LINITED LA CI
STHA TEGI LOGISTIC SERVICES [PRIVATE] LIBAITED EIACIRE
DPTIRALLS, MIA TR
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES [PROVATE] LIMITED MIA ORI 130,700 0,205 GEZ
UNITED CORMMUNICATION [IFVT.] LIMITED X OEILE
DEPLOY [P .} LIRITED = RACHEILE Rt 146, 380
VIRIREST DAANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED W WACHMLILE
PREMIEN CODE [PFRIVATE] LIMITED ZEEKER
WVERIBEST BRAMNDS PAKISTAN PRMVATE LIBITED ETE
ATURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIBITED FTC
UNITED COMBMLUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED ZTE
B PFLE FEBIE 19,140,588
ALLCALL
SOODLE 2,148 i¥s s23
FA WA
ULFFONE
HELLD TECH
SEGO
BLACHWIEW
D CoDE 000 ET T
CHEIT 20 FL500 P06, BEE
DGR
BA-HORSE
ETEL
HONOR
ENFINIX 264,008 20,271,560
ITEL 28,008 1LE3F 2E6
EXD
BOTORDLA
PICHELA
PO MARE F ]
QPPEQ 58,001 &, TS 000
O rDDILE
MEALBME 73,366 5,316,281
SARASLING 167044 FTTRATT
S0 MDBILE
TECHD 134 806 S.583 611
W 191,703 33, ARG
WVILLADIR
WGEOTEL 50,000 1658 093
¥ RAOBILE A, 00 146, 340
MR IR 131,700 ®,163, 553
EEEKEN
ITE
Total 17451
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ral n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Taleeammiimcahen Lit:

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi Note 14 Series

lconic shots, Al crafted

200MP Al camera - All-Star Durability
Starting from Rs. 55,9¢

Authedized Ressller
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Vivo V50 Go

Co-engineered with ﬁ

ZEISS Portrait So Pro

Comes with

w .
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