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l.ditor’s
Note

Water war —
the conflict
between India
and Pakistan

A few days after the orchestrated Pahalgam terror attack,
India unilaterally suspended the Indus Water Treaty of
1960 and halted the water flow of three rivers, leading to
bombardment on the civilian population resulting in the deaths
of many innocent people in Pakistan. In response, the Pakistan
Army targeted only military installations in India and avoided
harming any civilians. World leaders urged Modi to stop the
war to prevent Pakistan from taking more drastic measures.
Under pressure, Modi sought assistance from Trump, who then
approached Pakistan for a ceasefire. A ceasefire was agreed
upon between India and Pakistan, with both sides expressing
their commitment to the truce that ended the recent conflict.
Trump announced the ceasefire and stated that India and
Pakistan had agreed to not only cease hostilities but also to
initiate talks on various issues at a neutral location.

Prior to this, Pakistan strongly protested against India’s
water aggression, which was part of the various harsh measures
New Delhi took before engaging in full-fledged armed conflict
with Islamabad on May 7.

The water under this Treaty is crucial for Pakistan to meet
its agricultural and energy needs, and Pakistan has repeatedly
warned India that withholding the water of the three rivers -
Chenab, Jhelum, and Indus - would be seen as a declaration of
war. However, India ignored this warning and did not respond
to any calls from the Shehbaz Sharif government, which
offered to conduct an independent inquiry into the Kashmir
incident. India disregarded any peace initiatives from Pakistan
and took steps towards war, indicating that the escalation of
the situation was part of India's plan to provoke a full-scale
war with Pakistan, for which the Indian media prepared the
ground by stirring up emotions among the Indian people.

By suspending the 65-year-old water-sharing treaty with
Pakistan, India has endangered the stability of the region. The
Treaty, mediated by the World Bank in 1960, divided control
of the rivers in the Indus basin between the two countries.
Pakistan has warned that any interference with the water flow
from India would be considered an “Act of War” and met with
a strong response. Pakistan later demonstrated this when India
launched aerial, missile, and drone attacks on Pakistan without
provocation.

The unilateral withdrawal from the treaty poses a significant
risk to Pakistan's economy, which heavily relies on the Indus
basin for irrigation, hydropower generation, and overall
development. The suspension of the agreement could have
far-reaching consequences for both countries and worsen the
already tense situation in the region.
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l.etters to the

EDITOR

Gender safety in educational
institutions

As a concerned member of the academic community, I want
to highlight the importance of gender safety and inclusive
campus policies. Educational institutions must ensure a safe
and welcoming environment for all students, regardless of
their gender identity, expression, or orientation.

To achieve this, universities should work out and implement
clear policies to prevent discrimination, harassment, and
violence. Regular training and education programs can help
raise awareness and promote empathy among students,
faculty, and staff.

Institutions should also enhance support services, such as
counselling, advocacy, and medical care, to meet students’
needs. This includes providing safe spaces, supporting
student organisations, and offering resources for survivors
of gender-based violence. By prioritising gender safety and
inclusivity, educational institutions can cultivate a culture of
respect and empathy, supporting the well-being and success
of all students and creating a positive and inclusive learning
environment. I urge policymakers and educators to take
proactive measures to address these crucial i1ssues. Together,
we can build a safer and more inclusive campus community.

Noor Us Suba, Karachi

Economic magic stick

During his 2024 election campaign, Donald Trump promised
to regain America’s position as an economic power through
aggressive trade policies. On 2 April 2025, he fulfilled this
pledge by imposing tariffs on imports from a wide range of
countries, including Mexico, Canada, China, the EU, India,
Vietnam, Bangladesh, and Pakistan.

Financial markets reacted immediately and negatively. Global
stocks plunged on 3 April, with China and Canada announcing
retahatory tariffs. A full-blown trade war had begun,
unsettling investors and destabilising economies. Given the
United States’ status as the world’s largest importer, its tariffs
inevitably reduced global demand and triggered job losses in
exporting nations. While Trump was elected as a business-
friendly candidate, his abrupt launch of a trade war seems
self-defeating. The US trade deficit—around $900 billion
in 2024—is certainly unsustainable. But instead of rushed
actions, structural reforms should be introduced gradually and
strategically. We are witnessing a trade war for the first time in
our lives. History reminds us that a similar conflict in the early
20th century helped trigger the Great Depression.

Ejaz Ahmad Magoon, Qatar

Weaponised learning

The influence of Israel on American universities is not a secret.
Using open-access software, activists have already pointed
out that the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
has so far accepted $11 million from the Israeli Ministry of
Defence to enable students to come up with fresh ideas on
how to improve the weapon system that can kill Palestinians
more accurately. This particular project has been going on
since 2015. This was exposed by a group of MIT students,
along with the names of all the researchers who had accepted
this money. The only action the university has taken thus far
1s to shut down its database.

The University of California at Santa Barbara’s Engineering
and Sciences Centre features its ties with the defence
contractor RTX Corporation as a ‘success story’ on its
website. Companies like Northrop Grumman, Boeing and

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

Lockheed Martin are listed as corporate affiliates of several
university programmes.

Nobody expects the Muslim rulers to divest from countries
that are fuelling the ongoing genocide in Palestine, but, as
individuals, we can make a difference. We must surely seek
knowledge, but if that knowledge comes at a mighty cost, it
is, by any yardstick, just not worth it.

Angabeen Ahmad, Karachi

Name on bills

The government collects taxes through utility bills, but utility
companies do not allow the bill payer’s name to be changed
easily, especially online. Renters are often unable to get their
names on utility bills.

As a result, those who are actually paying the bills — and
the accompanying taxes, which can amount to 50% or more
— are not officially recorded as taxpayers who, as such, miss
out on potential tax benefits.

In many cases, the bills bear the names of the deceased
individual, which makes tax collection both unethical and
problematic. The government is urged to direct utility
companies to make arrangements to enable the actual payers
to have their names on the utility bills, alongside property
owners. It would bring transparency, improve taxpayer
credit histories, and highlight the fact whether property is
owned by a filer or non-filer.

Shahryar Khan Baseer, Islamabad

Regulation of nicotine pouches in
Pakistan

Given recent discussions, it is crucial to take a broader view
on the regulation of nicotine pouches in Pakistan.
Pakistan 1is facing a serious tobacco use crisis, with around
25 million users, one of the highest rates globally. This high
prevalence not only impacts public health but also strains
our healthcare system and economy.
Given that, it is important to acknowledge that for many
adult smokers, nicotine pouches provide a much less
harmful alternative to traditional cigarettes. By promoting a
switch to these alternatives, we can reduce smoking-related
diseases and alleviate the long-term economic consequences
of tobacco use. However, many adult smokers are unaware
of these options due to limited public education and a lack of
accessible information.

Waleed Akhtar, Lahore

China’s Al advantage

I am writing to inform you about a tragic incident that took
place near the Malir Halt bus stop in Karachi. A water tanker
ran over a man, Abdul Qayyum, and his pregnant wife,
Zainab, as they were riding a motorcycle after a hospital
check-up. Sadly, during the accident, Zainab gave birth to
a newborn who died on the spot. The tanker driver has been
arrested, and authorities believe the accident may have been
caused by brake failure. This unfortunate incident highlights
the growing concern over the increasing number of traffic
accidents involving heavy vehicles like water tankers in
Karachi. So far this year, there have been 214 fatalities
due to traffic accidents; 68 of which were caused by heavy
vehicles. The families of the victims have demanded strict
action against the driver involved.

Igra Hassan, Karachi

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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he Reko Diq Joint Venture shareholders
have approved the updated feasibility study
for the project and the Phase 1 develop-
ment capital of up to $3 billion, subject to
the closing of limited recourse project financing.

This will allow major works to commence in
2025, with the target of first production by the end
of 2028. American engineering and construction
firm Fluor Corporation has been selected as the lead
Engineering, Procurement, and Construction Man-
agement (EPCM) partner to work with the Barrick
Owner’s Team on the project. Barrick president and
CEO Mark Bristow emphasised the importance of
the partnership with Fluor and the support of the
Pakistan government in advancing the development
of the Reko Diq project. The project, located in Ba-
lochistan, is operated by Barrick and jointly owned
by the federal government of Pakistan and the pro-
vincial government of Balochistan.

Fluor will be supported by engineering consul-
tants, including Knight Piesold, PRDW, and Vecturis
Metso, Weir, and Komatsu have also been chosen as
key partners for the project to deliver lasting value to
stakeholders, particularly the people of Balochistan
and Pakistan. The total cost of the first phase of the
project has been revised to $6.8 billion, with the fed-
eral and provincial governments expected to receive
royalties and taxes over 30 years. The project is ex-
pected to have a transformative impact on the econ-
omy of Balochistan in creating jobs and promoting
social development programs. The project is set to
begin production by the end of 2028 with 200,000
tons of copper anmually in its first phase which will
cost an estimated $5.7 billion. Completion of the
first phase is expected by 2029.

The ECC noted the factors leading to the project
escalations, and approved the proposals contained in
the summary with the directions to the ministries of
petroleum and finance to continue close coordina-
tion to ensure timely implementation of all agreed
actions,” according to a statement issued by the Min-
istry of Finance after the meeting. The ECC assured
full support for the project, terming it of immense
national importance. Out of the $6.8 billion, the $3
billion debt will be raised for the project. The nego-
tiations for the debt are at an advanced stage under
the leadership of an arm of the World Bank Group.

The remaining $3.7 billion will be arranged by
the shareholders in equity investments as per their
existing stakes. Pakistan’s three government-owned
companies — the Oil and Gas Development Compa-
ny Limited (OGDCL), the Pakistan Petroleum Lim-
ited and the Government Holdings (Private) Limit-
ed—equally hold 8.33% as part of a collective 25%
held by the federal government. Of the remaining
Pakistani share, 25% is held by the government of
Balochistan and 50% by Barrick Gold Corporation,
the operator of the project. In light of the increase
in the cost, the OGDCL has decided to increase its
contribution for the project to $627 million. This in-
cluded $349 million in equity contributions.

The total cost of the first phase
of the project has been revised to
$6.8 billion, with the federal and
provincial governments expected
to receive royalties and taxes over

30 years

The PPL also decided to increase its contribution
to $649 million, followed by Government Holding
Limited. Given the law and order situation in Baloch-
istan, the government also approved Rs1.8 billion in
funds for the project’s security. The recently complet-
ed feasibility study details two phases of project de-
velopment. The Initial throughput of the first phase
will now be 45 Mtpa of ore that commences produc-
tion in 2028, and with the completion of Phase II,
the total throughput will jump to 90 Mtpa, which is
planned to take place from 2034, according to the
technical report. The project’s internal rate of return
(IRR) is estimated at 21.32% based on a copper price
of $4.03/Ib and a gold price of $2,045/ oz, accord-
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Reko Diq starts
production by 2028
end to great benefits
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The project is expected to have a transformative
impact on the economy of Balochistan in creating
jobs and promoting social development programs.
The project is set to begin production by the end of
2028, with 200,000 tons of copper annually in its
first phase, which will cost an estimated $5.7 billion.
Completion of the first phase is expected by 2029

ing to the report. The payback period is six years and
two months at this price, as shown in the report.

The project proposes to utilise rail, road and port
infrastructure throughout the region, including an
existing rail network route to Port Qasim for export
to international markets. The project will connect
to the National Highway (IN40) via a purpose-built
45-kilometre-long road. Site roads will connect var-
ious areas within the project and allow for haulage
of mined material and other vehicle movements.
Groundwater is planned as the primary water sup-
ply. Water will be supplied from boreholes located
north of the mine and will be supplied via a pipe-
line of approximately 70km. Water demand has
been calculated based on expected water usage for
both construction and operations. The portion of
the phase I initial capital costs attributable to Barrick
Gold under the terms of the joint venture agreement
is $3.1 billion on a 100% equity basis, assuming no
debt. The Reko Diq Mining Company is estimated
to pay a total of $7.1 billion in taxes across the life
of the mine. Out of this, $3.9 billion will go to the
governments of Balochistan and Sindh, $2.2 billion
to the Workers’ Profit Participation Fund and $823
million in contribution to the final tax regime.

The project has been granted many permits to
support early completion of the ongoing works.
However, as of the date of this technical report,

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

several permits and approvals are still in the pro-
cess, though they are necessary for the construction
and operation, according to the report. To ensure
that Balochistan is receiving significant cash flows
during the development and construction phases of
the project, the Mineral Agreement provides for the
following advance royalty payments, to be paid on
an annual basis on or before the end of the relevant
year. The Balochistan government will get $5 million
in advance royalty in the first year, $7.5 million in the
second year and $10 million per year until the pro-
duction begins. In October 2024, Barrick engaged a
third-party consultant (SRK Consulting) to complete
an independent review of the mining components of
the Reko Diq feasibility study. The external consul-
tants verified the contents of the feasibility study.

The economic analysis indicates a production
target of 200,000 tons of copper annually. The proj-
ect’s net cash flow over 37 years is estimated at $70
billion. The project has received permits for early
works, while other necessary permits and approvals
are still in process. The Mineral Agreement includes
advance royalty payments to the Balochistan gov-
ernment during the development and construction
phases of the project. An independent review of the
feasibility study by SRK Consulting confirmed the
economic viability of the project, with a net present
value of $13 billion at an 8% discount rate.

APRIL, 2025
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akistan is working to strengthen ties with

neighbouring and Muslim countries to en-

hance trade and investments and position Pa-

kistan as a hub of a robust economy. Muslim

countries which gained independence from the USSR

have pledged to collaborate with Pakistan. Pakistan
and Russia now also enjoy normal ties.

Following the collapse of communism in the early

90s, the majority of Muslims in Russia gained inde-

" pendence and formed the states, namely Kazakhstan,

E . Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and Tajiki-
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During the 13th Session of the Pak-Kazakhstan
Joint Intergovernmental Commission on Trade, Eco-
nomic, Scientific, Technical, and Cultural Cooper-
ation held in Islamabad, Pakistan and Kazakhstan
have agreed to finalise a Transit Trade Agreement and
implement the Roadmap for Trade and Economic
ter for Economic Affairs Ahad Cheema and Kazakh
Minister of Transport Marat Karabayev.

'Ihetwuﬂdesageedtowomote&beuseofmgmn—

International Motor Transport Agreement. They
also agreed to enhance cooperation between logistics
companies and develop joint ventures to facilitate the
cross-border movement of goods through ports in Ka-
rachi, Qasim, and Gwadar. Both countries agreed to
share investment opportunities in the agriculture sec-
tor. It was also decided to promote tourism by sharing
lists of certified tour operators and launching joint

In the financial sector, an MoU was signed for the
Regulation and Development of the Financial Mar-
ket. In the field of education, the two sides agreed to
establish a Joint Working Group to strengthen aca-
demic collaboration and facilitate exchange programs
for students and faculty. In the information technolo-
gy sector, MoUs were signed for joint work in digital
innovation and governance.

In the energy sector, Pakistan offered Kazakhstan
and gas exploration. Speaking on the occasion, Ahad
Cheema said the signing of key agreements will play
a critical role in facilitating smoother trade flows and
fostering broader economic collaboration. He ex-
pressed confidence that these efforts will contribute
significantly to increasing bilateral trade and diversify-
ing investments. The 13th Session of the Pakistan-Ka-
zakhstan Joint Intergovernmental Commission (IGC)
on ‘Irade, Economic, Scientific, Technical and Cul-
tural Cooperation was concluded with the signing of
important protocols and MoUs
last meeting and agreed on several new initiatives to
further strengthen bilateral cooperation.

Connectivity and transport were key areas of fo-
cus. Both sides reaffirmed the importance of regional
trade corridors, particularly the Kazakhstan-Turk-
menistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan and Kazakhstan-Uz-
bekistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan routes.

It was agreed to promote their use under the Inter-
national Motor Transport Agreement. The successful
launch of a multimodal trade corridor from Jebel Ali
(UAF) to Almaty, via Pakistan, was acknowledged as
a milestone in regional integration. The parties agreed
to enhance cooperation between logistics companies
and develop joint ventures to facilitate the cross-border
movement of goods through ports in Karachi, Qasim,
and Gwadar. In agriculture, both countries agreed to
hold the first meeting of the Joint Working Group and
share investment opportunities in the sector. Coopera-
tion in plant protection and quarantine standards will
also be enhanced.

In the financial sector, progress was made towards
signing an MoU between the State Bank of Pakistan
and the Kazakhstan Agency for Regulation and De-
velopment of the Financial Market. Pakistan also
offered capacity-building support through training
programs for central and commercial banking profes-
sionals.

Tourism and cultural exchange featured prom-
inently in the discussions. Both sides agreed to pro-
mote tourism by sharing lists of certified tour oper-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Free download: flare.pk

ECONOMY |

FLARE REPORT

Pakistan-Kazakhstan
agree to cooperate

in defence,

trade,

service sectors

Tourlsm and cultural exchange featured prommently
in the discussions. Both sides agreed to promote
tourism by sharing lists of certified tour operators and
launching joint promotional activities. The Kazakh
side expressed interest in the opening of branches of

the Chess Academy and the °

‘Qazaq Batyry” Mixed

Martial Arts Academy in Islamabad

Kazakh side expressed interest in opening branches of
the Chess Academy and the “Qazaq Batyry” Mixed
Martial Arts Academy in Islamabad.

the signing of cultural cooperation agreements and
agreed to name streets in Islamabad and Astana af
ter Abai Qunanbaiuly and Muhammad Ali Jinnah,

In the field of education, Pakistan and Kazakh-
stan agreed to establish a Joint Working Group to
strengthen academic collaboration and facilitate ex-
also included the possibility of setting up a Science
and Technology Centre named after K. Satbayev at
NUST, Islamabad. Progress was made on several

They also agreed to enhance
cooperation between logistics
companies and develop joint ven-
tures to facilitate the cross-border
movement of goods through ports
in Karachi, Qasim, and Gwadar

agreements aimed at enhancing cooperation in higher

MoUs were signed between NADRA and Ka-
zakhstan's National Information Technologies agen-
cy, as well as between Astana Hub and Ignite, laying
the foundation for joint work in digital innovation and
governance.

In the energy sector, Pakistan offered Kazakhstan
opportunities for investment and joint ventures in oil
and gas exploration. It was agreed to comvene the
next meeting of the Joint Working Group on Energy
later this year. Both sides expressed satisfaction over
the outcomes of the session and reiterated their com-
mitment to deepening bilateral cooperation. It was
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agreed that the 14th Session of the Commission will
be held in Astana in 2026, with dates to be finalised
through diplomatic channels.

Recently, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev re-
ceived General Asim Munir, the Chief of Army Staff
of the Pakistan Armed Forces, who arrived in Asta-
na on an official visit. They discussed cooperation in
ment of bilateral relations. President Tokayev empha-
sised that Kazakhstan regards Pakistan as a crucial
partner in South Asia, noting the positive momentum
in bilateral ties.

He also underlined the potential to strengthen eco-
nomic cooperation, particularly in trade, transport,
and logistics. General Munir conveyed greetings from
lighted the positive trend in defence relations between
the two countries.

At a meeting with Kazakh Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Murat Nurtleu, General Munir
port cooperation to unlock the potential of bilateral
trade and business development. INurtleu also stressed
the importance of implementing joint projects in agri-

General Munir also met with Kazakh Defence
Minister Colonel General Ruslan Zhaksylykov, who
underscored Pakistan’s experience in various military
fields and Kazakhstan's interest in knowledge and ex-
perience exchange. The two sides explored key areas
of defence collaboration, including peacekeeping ac-
tivities, military-technical cooperation, medical sup-
port, as well as combat and special forces training.

Kazakhstan expressed its readiness to sign an in-
ternational agreement on peacekeeping, which will be
a significant step toward enhanced partnership.

This is the first high-level military visit of its kind
between Kazakhstan and Pakistan in the last ten years,
cooperation.
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//I'l. Pakistan partners with
UKl Taxila to support and
empower future innovators

The two-day event included a friendly badminton tournament involving ZTE staff,
UET faculty, and students to foster team spirit and interaction. A Nubia product
kiosk was set up for students to explore the latest mobile devices. Lucky draws
and giveaways, such as Nubia Focus Pro smartphones and ZTE-branded gifts,

added to the excitement

TE Pakistan and the University of Engi-

neering and Technology (UET) Taxila have

established a long-term partnership to pro-

mote technical education, youth develop-
ment, and industry-academia collaboration.

The two-day event included a friendly badminton
tournament involving ZTE staff, UET faculty, and
students to foster team spirit and interaction. A Nu-
bia product kiosk was set up for students to explore
the latest mobile devices. Lucky draws and give-
aways, such as Nubia Focus Pro smartphones and
ZTE-branded gifts, added to the excitement.

The highlight of the event was the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) attend-
ed by the Vice Chancellor of UET Taxila Prof Dr
Muhammad Inayatullah Khan, CEO of ZTE Pa-
kistan Li Guowen, and ZTE Sales Division HRD.
The MoU outlines regular technical training, intern-
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ship opportunities, and team-building activities until
2025.

The second day focused on career development,
with ZTE teams presenting the company’s journey,
success, and achievements. Students engaged by ask-

The highlight of the event was the
signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) attended
by the Vice Chancellor of UET
Taxila Prof Dr Muhammad Inayat-
ullah Khan, CEO of ZTFE Pakistan
Li Guowen, and ZTE Sales
Division HRD

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

ZTE gifts like notebooks and souvenirs. Inspiring
speeches were delivered by the CEO of ZTE Pa-
kistan and ZTE Sales Division HRD, encouraging
students to work hard, stay creative, and strive for
excellence in their careers. UET management also
commended ZTE"'s efforts.

This event marks the beginning of a valuable
relationship between ZTE Pakistan and UET Taxi-
la, with plans for ongoing training, internships, and
learning opportunities to equip students for success
in the technology industry.

The collaboration aims to prepare students for re-
al-world challenges and expand career opportunities
in Pakistan’s tech sector.

Together, ZTE Pakistan and UET Taxila are cre-
ating new opportunities and a brighter future for Pa-
kistan’s youth.
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Pakistan fights against
illicit trade to reduce

SSCS
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Illicit tobacco accouns for Rs 300 billion in revenue

T" . \

loss, pharmaceuticals Rs 60-65 billion, tyres and
lubricants Rs 106 billion, petrol and diesel Rs 270
billion, and tea Rs 10 billion annually. Illicit trade in
Pakistan directly impacts the country’s revenue losses,
estimated at Rs 3.4 trillion, with 30 percent due to the
misuse of the Afghan Trade Transit facility

he illicit trade is causing an annual rev-
enue loss of Rs 3.4 trillion to Pakistan,
with about 30 percent due to the exploita-
tion of the Afghan Transit Trade facility.
These figures were disclosed in the latest report on
the Illicit Trade Index, ranking Pakistan at 101 out
of 158 countries. The revenue loss amounts to over
Rs 751 billion, with the tobacco trade alone contrib-
uting Rs 300 billion annually to the total loss.

The report titled ‘Pakistan’s Battle Against Illic-
it Trade: An Analysis of Challenges and Pathways
to Resilience” highlights that five sectors, including
tobacco, pharmaceuticals, tyres and lubricants, pet-
rol and diesel, and tea, are major contributors to
revenue losses due to illicit trade activities. The re-
port highlights that illicit tobacco accounts for Rs
300 billion in revenue loss, pharmaceuticals Rs 60-
65 billion, tyres and lubricants Rs 106 billion, pet-
rol and diesel Rs 270 billion, and tea Rs 10 billion
annually. Pakistan's composite score of 44.5 plac-
es it below the global average of 49.9. Illicit trade
in Pakistan directly impacts the country’s revemue
losses,estimated at Rs 3.4 trillion, with 30 percent
due to the misuse of the Afghan Trade Transit fa-
cility.

The report emphasises the need for addressing
this issue, which poses a serious challenge to the Pa-
kistani economy while affecting formal businesses,
consumer safety, and government revenues.

The report also highlights the estimated revenme
loss of about Rs one trillion due to the misuse of the
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Afghan-Pak transit trade. It points out the lack of
risk-based profiling systems and modern container
scanning technologies in Pakistan, along with po-
rous borders, outdated customs infrastructure, and
limited inter-agency coordination, allowing the un-
checked movement of illicit goods.

It is observed that since the Taliban took over
the control of Afghanistan in August 2021, con-
cerns have escalated regarding the group’s involve-
ment in illicit activities, particularly through the

ECONOMY |
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nificant challenge, with smuggled fuel sold at lower
prices, leading to revenue losses for the Pakistani
government. Electronics, textiles, and vehicles are
also smuggled into Pakistan, depriving the govern-
ment of tax revenues and hurting local industries.
The scale of smuggling is immense, with billions
of dollars’ worth of goods illicitly moved across the
border annually. The drug trade remains a critical-
revenue source for the Taliban, with Afghanistan
being the world’s largest opium producer. Drug
trafficking has expanded since the Taliban takeover,
funding governance and military activities. Corrup-
tion plays a pivotal role in facilitating smuggling
and drug trafficking, with officials often bribed to
turn a blind eye to illegal activities. The influx of
smuggled goods has serious economic and security
consequences, with local industries struggling, job
losses, and revenue losses for the government. The
smuggling of drugs and contraband poses a threat
to regional security, fueling militancy and terror-
ism. International efforts to curb these activities are
hindered by corruption and the involvement of ex-
tremist groups.

Pakistan has repatriated over 80,000 Afghan
nationals as part of an initiative to address illegal
migration, with no further extensions to the repa-
triation plan. The government expects the Taliban
to implement measures to curb smuggling and drug
trafficking, requiring reforms in both Afghanistan
and Pakistan, including stronger border controls
and anti-corruption initiatives. The refugees living
in Pakistan would frequently visit Afghanistan, and
they would take goods with them in large amounts
to sell in Afghanistan. On return to Pakistan, they
would take something from Afghanistan for sale in
Pakistan. The rich refugees would do this practice
on a large scale, thus they have made a mafia for
smuggling across the Pakistan-Afghanistan border.
The mafia would smuggle various food and non-
food items, including electronic products, weapons,
tyres, medicines, dairy products, etc. This backdoor
transportation of goods across the border severely
affected the revenue of Pakistan.

After that, the Afghan refugees gradually be-
came involved in the smuggling of various food
items to Afghanistan. This cross-border smuggling
of Pakistani crops to other international markets
caused its shortage in the local market. Despite
Pakistan's mega wheat crop production, it imports
wheat from various countries of the world. The
problem was attributed to Afghan tax-free imports
through Pakistan. The local business community
was badly affected by this increased smuggling.

Since the 1980s, Afghan refugees have been set-
tled in different camps across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and have had numerous impacts on the local people
of Pakistan. These impacts are social, political and
psychological in nature. Although Afghan refugees
have both positive and negative impacts on the local
communities in terms of business and employment,
however, their negative impacts on the local econ-
omies and business communities are far greater. In
this study, the overall impacts of Afghan refugees
on the local business communities have been inves-
tigated. The study has been conducted in the district

Dir Lower, wherein Afghan refugees are settled in

exploitation of the Af
ghanistan-Pakistan Transit
Trade Agreement (APT-
TA). The porous borders
between the two countries
and weak governance in
Afghanistan have provided
for the illegal operations to

The APTTA, signed in 2010 to
facilitate trade between Alghani- Tehsil Balambat (Timerga-
stan and Pakistan, has become a ™ Primary data was col-

different camps at Tehsil
Adenzai (Chakdara) and

lected through a question-

major source of smuggling, drug naire from the respondents
trafficking, and other corrupt

of the study area. A Likert
scale has been used in order

flourish, threatening both practices. Afghan traders misuse (o fing out the impacts of

economies and regional se-
curity.

the agreement by diverting goods refugees on the local econ-

- - 1 -_
The APTTA, signed into Pakistan’s black market, oot mm,;j, o s
in 2010 to facilitate wade  |,ynagsing tariffs and duties the refugees have negative-

between Afghanistan and
Pakistan, has become a major source of smug-
gling, drug trafficking, and other corrupt practices.
Afghan traders misuse the agreement by diverting
goods into Pakistan’s black market, bypassing tar-
iffs and duties. This illicit trade includes fuel, elec-
tronics, textiles, and vehicles, undermining local
businesses and economies. Fuel smuggling is a sig-
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ly impacted the economic
sector of Dir Lower, because they have occupied
all types of businesses. This has decreased the job
opportunities for the locals, and their income has
been reduced. The refugees have a monopoly in the
market and the locals get very little remmuneration
for their sale and services.
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Aamir Ibrahim
concerned about

i slow digital growth

in Pakistan due to
heavy taxes

In his address at the summit’s opening session held on the
subject, “Navigating the Unknown,” Ibrahim highlighted
the smartphone as a powerful equaliser in the modern
era, bridging gaps across income levels, geography, and
gender. He pointed out that nearly 30 percent of the
population in Pakistan does not have access to 4G, 11
percent cannot even make a basic 2G call, and only two
percent have access to broadband services

akistan’s connectivity gap is not just about
missing telecom infrastructure; it reflects
a deeper national capability divide, said
Aamir Ibrahim, CEQO of Jazz, Chairman
of Mobilink Bank, and Group Executive Commit-
tee Member of VEON, while speaking at the 8th
Leaders in Islamabad Business Summit in 2025.

Addressing the summit’s opening session held
on the subject, “INavigating the Unknown,” Ibra-
him highlighted the smartphone as a powerful
equaliser in the modern era, bridging gaps across
income levels, geography, and gender. He pointed
out that nearly 30 percent of the population in Paki-
stan does not have access to 4G, 11 percent cannot
even make a basic 2G call, and only two percent
have access to broadband services.

“Pakistan is one of the most spectrum-starved
countries in the world,” he noted, pointing out that
this shortage, along with one of the highest tax
rates on internet usage—I15 percent withholding
tax and 19.5 per cent GST—is seriously impeding
digital expansion.

Criticising internal inefficiencies rather than ex-
ternal factors, Ibrahim called for devising a mech-
anism for shared responsibility among the govern-
ment, investors, and telecom operators to overcome
this digital gap. “The smartphone is the remote
control of our lives. We must have the courage to
hold each other accountable to bridge this digital
divide.”

Highlighting Pakistan’s sluggish digital adop-
tion, he noted that only five percent of retail pay-
ments are digital, despite the availability of in-
frastructure such as RAAST, digital banks, and
NADRA's identity database. In contrast, countries
such as Sweden and Australia have over 90 percent
digital payment rates and minimal undocumented
econommies.

He proposed practical steps, including the issu-
ance of a CNIC, mobile phone, and bank account to
every citizen at the age of 18 to establish a lifelong
digital identity. Ibrahim also advocated for cost-ef-
fective payment solutions, such as RAAST-enabled
OR codes, instead of costly POS terminals.

“There is no reason every shop can't have a QR
code. We must reduce GST and broaden the tax
base. Let’s stop waiting for global serenity and start
changing what we can,” he concluded.

Shaza Fatima Khawaja, Federal Minister for
IT & Telecom, said, “The digital transformation
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of Pakistan rests on three foundational pillars: con-
nectivity that reaches every village and household,
enablement that equips our citizens with necessary
tools and infrastructure, and literacy that empowers
them to harness technology’s full potential.”
Amongst prominent keynotes, Yousaf Hus-
sain, President, Overseas Investors Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (OICCI), shared the views,
“Transforming uncertainty into advantage is imper-
ative for Pakistan. True navigation requires genuine
collaboration across sectors. Our goal must shift
from mere survival to performance excellence.”
Jimmy Nguyen, Founder & CEO, New Win
Global and Senior Advisor, Prism Carbon Solu-
tions LLC, stressed, “Build solutions, build bridges
that cross valleys, build boats that take you across
oceans, build beacons of light that take you through
darkness. Then build solutions that will help you
navigate the unknown.” Helen Brand, Global CEO,
ACCA, remarked, “Environmental threats can be

avoided by thinking that no one can do everything,
but everyone can do something.

He proposed practical steps,
including the issuance of a CNIC,
mobile phone, and bank account
to every citizen at the age of I8 to

establish a lifelong digital iden-
tity. Ibrahim also advocated for
cost-effective payment solutions,
such as RAAST-enabled QR
codes, instead of costly POS
terminals

‘We must advocate new ways to judge success.”
Dr. Riina Kionka, European Union's Ambassador
to Pakistan, said, “The private sector can play a cru-
cial role in decarbonizing the power systems and
advancing bilateral trade, investment and innova-
tion in line with the Paris agreement.”

Meanwhile, Jazz hosted Akif Saeed, Chair-
man of the Securities and Exchange Commission
of Pakistan (SECP), and Muzzaffar Ahmed Mir-
za, Commissioner SECP, at its newly inaugurated
headquarters recently.

On the occasion, a commitment was shared to
accelerate the digital transformation of Pakistan's
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economy.

The discussion focused on strengthening pub-
lic-private collaboration to digitise the economy
and formalise the SME sector, both critical to un-
locking sustainable growth. The SECP leadership
commended Jazz’s pioneering role in digital finan-
cial services and its far-reaching efforts in promot-
ing financial inclusion across the country.

From Jazz and VEON, the meeting was attend-
ed by Aamir Ibrahim, Chief Executive Officer,
Jazz; Farrukh Khan, Chief Financial Officer, Jazz;
Saima Kamila Khan, Chief Legal Officer, Jazz; and
Burak Ozer, Group Chief Financial Officer, VEON.

“We're honoured to welcome SECP’s leader-

ship and align on our shared vision of a more inclu-
sive, transparent, and digital Pakistan,” said Aamir
Ibrahim.

“Together, we can empower entrepreneurs, en-
able financial access, and fuel economic resilience
through innovation.” The visit marked a mean-
ingful step toward enabling policy and regulatory
frameworks that support Pakistan's evolving digital
ecosystem and the economic empowerment of its
people.

Earlier, the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with JazzCash, the coun-
try’s largest fintech operator. This MoU fortifies
JazzCash'’s role as SECP’s knowledge partner, said
a news release. The partnership underscores a con-
certed effort to bolster digitalisation and promote
financial literacy.

The MoU delineates a comprehensive frame-
work for leveraging JazzCash's expertise to fortify
Pakistan’s fintech ecosystem. Focusing on techni-
cal, educational, and regulatory enablers, the part-
nership aims to empower individuals and business-
es through knowledge-building initiatives.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, SECP Chair-
man Akif Saeed highlighted the crucial role of fi-
nancial literacy in unlocking the country’s potential,
emphasising the importance of empowering the en-
tire ecosystem, including customers, MSMEs, and
investors. Jazz Cash and SECP will collaborate on
multifaceted campaigns to raise awareness on crit-
ical issues such as customer protection, data secu-
rity, and fraudulent activities, leveraging digital and
customer service platforms.

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz, said, “The MOU
between JazzCash and SECP heralds a strategic
partnership aimed at transforming the financial
sector through digital innovation. Central to our al-
liance is the pursuit of technological advancements
to improve consumer lending, accessibility, and
efficiency. Additionally, we’re venturing into new
areas like asset fractionalisation, insurance, and
investments to democratise financial services for
everyone.”
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PTCIL Group achieves double-
digit revenue growth of 22%
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PTCL continued its upward growth trend postmg ald percent year-over- )ear
increase in revenue to Rs. 29.6 billion, primarily driven by a 70 percent increase
in Flash Fiber revenue and 23 percent growth in Business Solutions compared to
the same quarter last year

akistan Telecommunication Company

Limited (PTCL), the leading telecom and

ICT services provider in the country, has

announced its financial results for Q1
2025, ending March 31, 2025. The announcement
was made during a Board of Directors meeting in
Islamabad. In Q1 2025, PTCL Group achieved dou-
ble-digit revenue growth of 22 percent. The Group’s
robust performance solidifies its position as Paki-
stan’s top integrated telecom service provider.

Financial Highlights:

PTCL Group's revenuie grew by 22 percent year-
over-year to Rs. 61.8 billion, supported by strong
growth in consumer segments, notably fixed broad-
band and mobile data, along with significant contri-
butions from enterprise and carrier wholesale ser-
vices.

PTCL also posted a 14 percent year-over-year in-
crease in revenue to Rs. 29.6 billion, primarily driven
by a 70 percent increase in Flash Fiber revenue and
23 percent growth in Business Solutions compared
to the same quarter last year.

PTCL’s Enterprise Business increased by 23 per-
cent compared to the same period last year, while
the Carrier and Wholesale business maintained its
growth momentum with a 24 percent overall revermue
increase. Revenue from the international segment
rose by 8 percent compared to the same period last
year. PTCL reported an operating profit of Rs. 4.1
billion, marking a 40 percent increase compared to
the same quarter of 2024, while net profit reached
Rs. 1.2 billion in Q1 2025.

PTML (Ufone 4G) revenue increased by 21 per-
cent compared to Q1 2024. PTML saw an 11 percent
tise in operating profit during the quarter compared
to the last quarter of 2024, driven by enhanced cus-
tomer experience and increased digital engagement
through a range of data-centric products and strate-
gic partnerships.

U Microfinance Bank (UBank) recorded a 77
percent year-over-year revenue increase.

Operational Highlights:

As the national telecommunications carrier and
the largest connectivity provider in Pakistan, PITCL
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Group leads the way in realising the vision of a ‘Dig-
ital Pakistan’. PTCL and Ufone 4G are providing
critical infrastructure and connectivity to initiate
this movement. PTCL Group is at the forefront of
offering innovative services and solutions through a
comprehensive array of offerings.

Ufone 4G revenue grew by 21
percent compared to Q1 2024.
PTML reported an 1l percent
rise in operating profit during
the quarter, compared to the last
quarter of 2024, fueled by an
enhanced customer experience
and increased digital engagement
through a range of data-centric
products and strategic

partnerships.

PTCL's aggressive FITH expansion has contrib-
uted to its remarkable top-line growth. Building on
last year’s momentum, PTCL prioritised delivering
the fastest and most reliable internet services through
its flagship ‘Flash Fiber’, which remained the mum-
ber one FTTH service in Pakistan. During Q1 2025,
Flash Fiber proudly surpassed 700,000 customers
across the country, resulting in a year-over-year reve-
mue increase of 70 percent.

In Q1 2025, PTCL led the digital transformation
bill payment solution in Pakistan, offering customers
unmatched convenience, security, and accessibility
in paying their monthly PTCL bills. This initiative
marks a significant advancement towards ‘Digital
Pakistan’.

The business services segment reinforced its mar-
ket dominance and maintained its leading position
in IP Bandwidth, Cloud, Data Center, and various
ICT services segments.

Ufone’s impressive 4G expansion reflects its
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strong commitment to customer satisfaction and
digital innovation. Ufone 4G contimied to enhance
customer experiences with pioneering products and
offers in Q1 2025, including:

More Data, More Fun with Super 5:

Ufone 4G’s ‘Super 5’ package, a comprehensive
conmectivity solution designed for groups of up to
five individuals, enabling seamless sharing of re-
sources that facilitate uninterrupted communication
and internet access for families, friends, or small
teams.

PTML'’s digital brand is redefining the traditional
telecom experience with key achievements, includ-
ing a 183 percent growth in subscribers.

Social Impact:

During Q1 2025, PTCL Group continued its
commitment to giving back to the community
through various initiatives aimed at uplifting lives
and transforming society through its social impact
platform ‘Dil Se’, which promotes digital inclusion,
compassion, and innovation.

‘Women Empowerment (Ba-Ikhtiar Program):
In this quarter, under the flagship social impact ini-
tiative, Dil Se ‘Ba-Ikhtiar’, the talented entrepreneurs
enrolled in the program designed Peshawar Zalmi's
kit. More than just a jersey, it stands as a symbol of
strength, resilience, and empowerment. The upcom-
ing phase will include expansion into more than 20
seed funding to scale their businesses.

‘Women Career Summit by Pink Collar:

PTCL Group partnered with Pink Collar to host
Pakistan’s inaugural Women Career Summit in La-
hore. The summit attracted 30 leading corporations
conducting recruitment drives and provided Ba-Ikh-
tiar beneficiaries with a valuable platform to connect
with industry leaders and inspire fellow entrepre-
neurs.

Inclusivity and Accessibility:

PTCL Group collaborated with ConnectHear
on a GSMA project, providing free data for the
ConnectHear app and enabling deaf individuals to
access interpreters and receive early warning video
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~ vivo launches a three—year CSR
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“CAPTURE THE

FUTURE" Photo Exhibition

Through Capfure the Future, vivo uses technology to promote

£ S5O Children’s Villages Pakistan
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aesthetic learning -

encouraging children to capture everyday details, interact with their environment
through the lens, and express their perception of beauty through visual storytelling

ivo has officially launched its flagship three-

corporate social responsibility (CSR)

‘) initiative, Capture the Future, in collaboration

with SOS Children’s Villages Pakistan. The

program aims to provide inclusive education through

mobile imaging technology, empowering underprivi-

leged children by developing their creativity, imagina-
tion, and storytelling abilities.

As part of the initiative, vivo has pledged a do-
nation of PKR 20 million to support the program’s
implementation across six SOS Children's Villages in
Pakistan. In its first year, the initiative will prioritize
Lahore, Rawalpindi, Sargodha, Faisalabad, Sialkot,
and Multan.

vivo believes in the transformative power of aes-
thetic education, especially in childhood develop-
ment. The brand continues to push the boundaries
of imaging technology, product design, and perfor-
mance in smart mobile devices. Through Capture the
Future, vivo uses technology to promote aesthetic
learning — encouraging children to capture everyday
details, interact with their environment through the

lens, and express their perception of beauty through
visual storytelling. The program nmurtures their ability
to think creatively and engage meaningfully with the
world around them, letting technology illuminate a
better life.

Throughout the year, each village will host 24
photography and videography classes, totaling 144
sessions anmually nationwide.

These classes are fully integrated into the SOS
Children’s Villages interest-based learning framework
and are supported by the latest vivo V30 3G smart-
phones, which serve as training tools for visual ex-

To ensure consistency and local support, photog-
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raphy teachers in each village are trained to conduct
two sessions each month. Infrastructural enhance-
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ments include the setup of dedicated vivo Imaging
Classrooms in all six villages, with a dedicated Im-
age Corner in each classroom to regularly showcase
children’s photographic work. A key highlight of the
program is the Anmual Photography Camp, led by
acclaimed photographer Haris Sagheer Bhatti, who
serves as the lead mentor. The camp offers immersive,
hands-on learning experiences and helps children re-
fine their creative perspectives in real-world settings.

Each village also holds a yearly video exhibition,
offering children the opportunity to publicly share
their work and build confidence through artistic ex-
pression. In addition, a documentary featuring select-
ed visuals captured by the children will be produced
every vear, bringing their unique narratives and aspi-
rations to a broader audience.

To safeguard the educational purpose of the tech-
nology, SOS Children's Villages Pakistan has intro-
duced structured principles for the responsible use
and distribution of smartphones, ensuring children
can benefit from mobile imaging tools safely and ef-
fectively.

P

The launch ceremony was attended by senior rep-
resentatives from both organizations. From vivo Pa-
kistan, Chief Brand Officer, Andy Sun and his team
were present. Representing SOS Children’s Villages
Pakistan, Saba Faisal, National Director, and mem-
bers of the senior leadership team participated in the
event, reaffirming their shared vision of empowering
youth through creative education and technological
access.

Capture the Future reflects vivo’s ongoing glob-
al commitment to social impact through innovation,
providing children with the tools, mentorship, and in-
spiration to explore their potential and build a bright-
er future through visual storytelling.
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The awards Wefe re_ceived by Rizwan Majid, CEO of Advance Telecb;n, and
Abdul Rehman Rizwan, the Director of the company. Their dedicated efforts have

established Advance Telecom as a leading distributor of mobile phones in Pakistan.
Advance Telecom is a well-known entity in the country, known for its commitment

b-‘

ZSw el SMS)l

5%

GlroS )9 65

LA

to providing the latest mobile phones to consumers nationwide

t a recent exclusive event in Karachi,
the Governor of Gilgit-Baltistan, Syed
Mehdi Shah and the Provincial Min-

ister of Sindh, Saeed Ghani, awarded
Advance Telecom with two prestigious accolades
at the 15th Brand of the Year Awards 2024, hosted
by the esteemed Brands Foundation. The company
was recognized with the “Brand Icon of the Year”
and “Brand of the Year” awards in the Best Mobile
Phones Distributor category in Pakistan. This rec-
ognition is a source of immense pride for the entire
team!
CEO of Advance Telecom, and Abdul Rehman

§ic ' M)

Rizwan, the Director of the company. Their dedi-
cated efforts have established Advance Telecom as
a leading distributor of mobile phones in Pakistan.
Advance Telecom is a well-known entity in the coun-
try, known for its commitment to providing the latest
mobile phones to consumers nationwide.

Syed Mehdi Shah and Saeed Ghani praised the
company for its exceptional contributions, emphasiz-
ing its role in expanding mobile phone accessibility
across Pakistan. They hailed Advance Telecom as a
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taries for the awards, stating, “This recognition is a
significant honour for us. We are dedicated to con-

Rizwan Majid said this recognition
is a significant honour for us. We
are dedicated to continuing our
efforts to offer the best mobile
phones to the people of Pakistan

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

tinuing our efforts to offer the best mobile phones
to the people of Pakistan.” Abdul Rehman Rizwan
also expressed his joy and vowed to enhance Ad-
vance Telecom’s offerings in the future.

The event was marked by celebration and cama-
taderie, with industry professionals coming together
to support Advance Telecom. The audience erupted
in applause and cheers as the awards were presented,
highlighting the company’s significant impact on Pa-
kistan’s mobile phone industry.

Advance Telecom has been committed to deliver-
ing top-quality mobile phones to Pakistani markets

;;‘:r‘Jl:mll i S ’.-l ’ )

and rural areas have access to the latest devices. This
recognition underscores their unwavering dedication
and pursuit of excellence.

Congratulations to Advance Telecom on this out-
standing achievement! May they continue to excel
and bring further honor to Pakistan.

The 15th Brand of the Year Award ceremony
brought together over 150 of Pakistan's most trusted
and respected brands, recognizing their excellence
and consumer trust.
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VGO TEL’s vision is to
provide cost-effective,

dependable, and
feature rich dewces

7
f VGO TEL

Naveed Gaba
CEO VGO TEL

Flare panel had the opportunity to interview the
CEO of VGO TEL, Naveed Gaba, who highlighted
that the telecom sector in Pakistan is undergoing
rapid digital transformation. With increasing 4G
adoption and the imminent arrival of 5G, challenges
such as infrastructure gaps, high taxation, and
currency fluctuations persist. Gaba envisions greater
digitisation, deeper smartphone penetration, and

a shift towards smart ecosystems by 2025. VGO
TEL is preparing for these changes by working on
introducing cost-effective 5G smartphones

Flare: Would you kindly shed light on VGO
TEL in Pakistan.

Naveed Gaba: VGO TEL is a proud Pakistani
mobile phone brand that has been locally assembling
phones for over a decade to cater to consummner needs.
In 2024, we were honoured with the Brand of the
Year award for our feature phones and recognised as
the fastest-growing brand for our smartphones. Our
initial vision was to offer affordable, reliable, and
feature-rich devices to the masses. Today, we are a
trusted name in Pakistan's mobile industry, having
sold over 20 million phones since 2017. Our journey
has been marked by innovation, customer-centricity,
and resilience. Additionally, we actively support and
nurture sports in Pakistan, especially cricket.

Flare: What are your goals as the CEO of VGO
TEL?

Naveed Gaba: My primary goal as CEO is to
establish VGO TEL as the preferred brand for all Pa-
kistanis, regardless of income levels, and to expand
into international markets. We aim to bridge the dig-
ital divide by offering smart technology at affordable
prices. I also focus on expanding local assembly, cre-
ating jobs, and positioning VGO TEL as a brand that
empowers Pakistan.

Flare: What services does VGO TEL Pakistan
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currently offer?

Naveed Gaba: VGO TEL offers a wide range
of products, from feature phones to budget-friend-
ly smartphones. We are also strengthening our af-
ter-sales service network across Pakistan to ensure
that every VGO TEL customer receives timely sup-
port, warranty services, and a seamless user experi-
ence.

Flare: What strategies does VGO TEL employ
to ensure customer satisfaction?

Naveed Gaba: Customer satisfaction is our top
priority. We focus on product reliability, nation-
wide service centres, and technologically advanced
phones at affordable prices. Our phones undergo
rigorous quality testing, and our customer support
team is trained to address issues promptly and pro-
fessionally.

Flare: How does VGO TEL plan to compete in
Pakistan’s growing and competitive smartphone-
market?

Naveed Gaba: Despite the competitive market,
our deep understanding of local consumers gives us
an advantage. We focus on local smartphone produc-
tion and combine the latest technology with afford-
unmatched value. Our strong customer loyalty and
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dealer network also help us effectively compete with
international brands. I hope the Government of Pa-
kistan recognises the potential of local brands and
provides tariff relief.

Flare: What technological innovations set
VGO TEL apart?

Naveed Gaba: VGO TEL has introduced sever-
al innovations in the budget smartphone segment,
including fingerprint sensors, large batteries, and
Al-powered cameras at affordable prices. We are
also investing in research and development to bring
locally relevant features like regional language sup-
port, power-efficient processors, and durable designs
suited to our climate and user preferences.

Flare: What is VGO TEL’s strategy to main-
tain its position as the top brand in Pakistan?

Naveed Gaba: We are already the leading Pa-
kistani brand in the telecom industry. Our strategy
to sustain and expand this position involves locali-
sation, innovation, and scalability. We are investing
in local assembly to reduce costs and create jobs.
Additionally, we are enhancing our digital presence,
focusing on e-commerce, and building stronger retail
partnerships. By staying connected to our consumers
and being agile in product development, we aim to
remain their preferred choice.

Flare: Is VGO TEL considered a trendsetter in
handsets in Pakistan?

Naveed Gaba: Absolutely. We were among the

first to introduce budget smartphones with premium

features in Pakistan. By consistently pushing bound-
aries and offering high-end features like large dis-
plays, face unlock, and efficient processors at com-
petitive prices, we have set new standards that others
now follow.

Flare:How do you foresee the future of the tele-
comsector in Pakistan by 2025?

Naveed Gaba: The telecom sector in Pakistan
is on the brink of significant digital transformation.
With increasing 4G adoption and the impending ar-
rival of 5G, challenges such as infrastructure gaps,
high taxation, and currency fluctuations persist.
By 2025, I anticipate greater digitisation, increased
smartphone penetration, and a shift towards smart
ecosystems. VGO TEL is preparing for these chang-
es by working on introducing affordable 5G smart-
phones.

Flare: What are the future plans for VGO TEL
Pakistan?

Naveed Gaba: Our plans include launching a
new range of smart devices, expanding local assem-
bly facilities, and investing in software services. We
also aim to enhance our e-commerce presence. Ult-
mately, we strive to lead not only in handsets but in
the broader digital lifestyle sector.

Flare: Any message for foreign investors con-

Naveed Gaba: Pakistan offers immense potential
with a young, tech-savvy population and a grow-
ing digital economy. VGO TEL exemplifies what
is achievable here. I encourage foreign investors to
view Pakistan as a partner in innovation and growth,
not just a market. The resilience and entrepreneurial
spirit of our people make it an attractive ground for
long-term investment. I also urge the government to
adopt investor-friendly policies to attract more for-
eign investment.
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vivo launches robotics
lab and unveils first

MR headset at Boao
Forum 2025

Hu_Baishan, Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating Officer of vivo

BOAO FORUM |
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Hu Baishan, Executive Vlce President, Chief Operating
Officer at vivo, and President of the vivo Central
Research Institute, delivered a keynote speech titled
“Humanity in the Future of Technology by vivo”. In his
speech, Hu stated that the mobile phone industry is a
microcosm of China’s technological innovation, and
vivo's development reflects the progress of this sector
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logical ecosystem, and diverse application scenar-
ios, could help bridge these two worlds. Robotics
could represent the future of the mobile phone in-
dustry, blending digital connectivity with physical
capabilities. Importantly, this future will continue
to emphasize people-oriented values and focus on
user scenarios to create ultimate experiences.

| T2

In his speech, Hu revealed that vivo has official-
ly established the vivo Robotics Lab.

By leveraging vivo’s decade of “BlueTech”
experience in fields like AT large learning models
and imaging, together with the real-time spatial
computing capabilities accumulated through vivo
Vision, vivo will focus on developing two core ar-
eas, the “brain” and “eyes” of robots. At the same
time, vivo will focus on the consumer market, de-
veloping robotic products for personal and home
use. vivo aims to bring technology out of the lab-
oratory and into users’ everyday lives. This way, it
will focus on gradual breakthroughs and continu-
ous innovation to address real-life scenarios and

& |
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solve user pain points, iterating product develop-
ment along the way. vivo Vision, unveiled for the
first time at the Boao Forum, marks a significant
milestone in vivo’s exploration of mixed reality
technology.

he Boao Forum for Asia Annual Confer-

ence 2025 took place in Boao, Hainan. For

the fourth year in a row, vivo was a strate-

gic partner of the event and also became
a new member of the Boao Forum for Asia Board
of Directors. At the conference, vivo showcased its
latest innovations, including the Blue Technology
Matrix (consisting of Blue Image, BlueLM, Blue-
OS, BlueChip, BlueVolt), vivo Vision (featuring
the vivo mixed reality headset), advancements in
6G technology, and more. The upcoming flagship
imaging smartphone from vivo, the vivo X200 Ul-
tra, was recognized as the “Official Smartphone of
Boao Forum for Asia”.

During the “vivo Release Moment” session held
on March 25th at the Boao Forum, Hu Baishan,
Executive Vice President, Chief Operating Offi-
cer at vivo, and President of the vivo Central Re-
search Institute, delivered a keynote speech titled
“Humanity in the Future of Technology by vivo”.
In his speech, Hu stated that the mobile phone
industry is a microcosm of China's technological
innovation, and vivo’s development reflects the
progress of this sector. Hu elaborated on the com-
pany’s core business philosophies applied over the
past three decades, highlighting three different di-
mensions: long-termism, humanistic thinking and
focus on collaboration and mutual achievement. To
date, vivo has been the number one domestic mo-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

bile phone brand in the Chinese market in terms of
market share for four consecutive years, and serves
over 500 million users in more than 60 countries
and regions worldwide.

Hu Baishan stated that over the past few de-
cades, the mobile phone industry has served as an
“incubator” for new industries, transforming how
we live and work. Today, advancements in Al and
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robotics represent the pinnacle of technological
achievements in the digital and physical worlds, re-
spectively. Yet, these two worlds remain relatively
independent and have not yet been perfectly inte-
grated. The mobile phone industry with its massive
consumer base, the most forward-looking techno-
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At the conference, vivo showeased
its latest innovations, including the
Blue Technology Matrix
(consisting of Blue Image,
BluelLM, BlueOS, BlueChip,
BlueVolt), vivo Vision (featuring
the vivo mix reality headset),
advancements in 6G technology,
and more. The upcoming flagship
imaging smartphone from vivo,
the vivo X200 Ultra, was recog-
nized as the “Official Smartphone
of Boao Forum for Asia

Building on this momentum, the upcoming
vivo X200 Ultra, slated for release next month,
will also integrate vivo's latest advancements in
imaging. Looking ahead, vivo envisions a world
where robotics enhances everyday life and is com-
mitted to collaborating with industry partners to
bring robots to households around the globe.
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Pakistan can hugely
cash in on 'Irump’s
new tariff policy

Despite concerns about the impact
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of the 29%

tariff on Pakistan’s imports, many potential benefits
await the country, particularly in the textile sector,
which accounts for a significant portion of Pakistan’s
exports to the US. Compared to other competitors like
Bangladesh, Vietham, and China, Pakistan’s products
may become more competitive due to a lower tariff rate

he global economic landscape has been sig-

nificantly impacted by recent decisions by

President Donald Trump to impose recip-

rocal tariffs on various countries, including
Pakistan. While this initially has hurt Pakistan, there
are emerging opportunities for the country to lever-
age this situation and strengthen its economic ties
with the US.

Trump’s tariff policy is part of a broader strategy
to reduce the US trade deficit and protect local indus-
tries. Despite concerns about the impact of the 29%
tariff on Pakistan’s imports, many potential benefits
await the country, particularly in the textile sector,
which accounts for a significant portion of Pakistan's
exports to the US. Compared to other competitors
like Bangladesh, Vietnam, and China, Pakistan's
products may become more competitive due to
lower tariff rates. This could lead to an increase in
demand for Pakistani textiles in the US market, es-
pecially as consumers seek more affordable options.
The ongoing trade war between China and the US
could further benefit Pakistan, as Chinese garment
prices rise due to tariffs, making Pakistani products
more attractive to American buyers. By capitalising
on its cost advantage and trade diversion, Pakistan
has the opportunity to expand its market share in the
US. To maximise these opportunities, the Pakistani
government is taking proactive measures, such as
reducing energy costs for businesses and providing
support to industries affected by the tariffs. Strategic
planning and negotiations with US officials are also
underway to strengthen trade relations and explore
new areas of cooperation. In addition to the textile
sector, Pakistan may focus on diversifying its export
industry to mitigate risks and promote sustainable
growth. Sectors like leather, surgical equipment, and
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cement have untapped potential and could benefit
from increased government support. Collaboration
with American companies in high-tech industries
could open up new avenues for development and in-
novation. By embracing these opportunities and in-
vesting in industrial innovation and trade diplomacy,
Pakistan can navigate the changing trade dynamics
and emerge stronger in the global market. While the
short-term impact of the tariffs may pose challenges,
Pakistan has the potential to build a more resilient
and competitive export sector by adapting to the
evolving trade environment. By seizing the opportu-
nities presented by the new trade dynamics, Pakistan
can position itself for long-term economic growth
and prosperity.

For Pakistan, the US is one of the few markets
globally where the country maintains a significant
trade surplus. In recent years, Pakistan’s textile and
apparel exports to the US market have surged.

Pakistan has enjoyed this lower price tag advan-
tage for its products for years. However, the country
has not been able to translate this advantage into a
larger market share in the US. This lower price tag

ECONOMY |
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advantage could potentially shield Pakistan during
this challenging time and help counterbalance the
three percent advantage that its competitor, India,
may have gained.

Moreover, Bangladesh and Vietnam, two ma-
jor garment suppliers to the US market, are facing
steep reciprocal tariffs of 39 percent and 46 percent,
respectively. This means Pakistan could still gain a
broader market share and be competitive in the US,
even with 29 percent additional tariff.

Furthermore, reports of a potential recession trig-
gered by the escalating US-China trade war suggest
that Pakistan may emerge as an unexpected benefi-
ciary. Trump’s aggressive tariff hikes on China, with
threats of more, could dramatically inflate the price
of Chinese garments and apparel in the US.

Notably, Chinese garments are already pricier
than Pakistani’s in the US market. With the latest
tariff round and possible future hikes, Pakistan’s
products may become more attractive due to lower
prices. This could lead to increased orders from US
buyers, renewed demand for competitively priced
Pakistani goods, as well as an expanded market
share in the US.

The business sector in Pakistan has echoed the
sentiment that the tariff situation has unexpectedly
given Pakistan a window to strengthen trade ties with
the United States. According to a report by the Ka-
rachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCT),
higher tariffs on Vietmam and Bangladesh have creat-
ed opportunities for Pakistan to increase its “market
share in textiles, food products and plastics.”

Pakistan appears to recognise the need for a stra-
tegic approach to navigate this situation and capi-
Mubammad Aurangzeb has announced that Paki-
stan will send a high-powered delegation to the US
to discuss the imposition of reciprocal tariffs on Pa-
kistani goods.

“You should never let a good crisis go to waste.
‘We are looking at it both as a challenge as well as an
opportunity,” he told reporters in Islamabad.

It seems that Pakistan and the US are explor-
ing new opportunities to expand trade cooperation
under the Trump administration, with critical min-
erals potentially emerging as a key area of collabo-
ration. US Secretary of State Marco Rubio spoke
to Pakistani Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar to discuss
newly imposed tariffs, trade relations, and pros-
pects for engagement on critical minerals, the State
Department said.

This lower price tag advantage
could potentially shield Pakistan
during this challenging time and

help counterbalance the 3 percent
advantage that its competitor,
India, may have gained

However, traders in Pakistan warn that to make
full use of this opportunity, the government needs
to help exporters. There are concerns that Pakistan’s
heavy reliance on textile exports means its limited
product offerings for the US market are susceptible
to changing market dynamics. Textiles account for
77 percent of Pakistan’s total exports to the US. The
government needs to support other sectors exporting
leather, surgical goods, cement, and steel products.

Moreover, there is a need to reduce the cost of
business for Pakistani companies by reducing energy
costs and negotiating tariffs. Amid Trump’s tariffs,
the Pakistani government has significantly reduced
energy costs for commercial users and promised to
do more in the coming weeks. The move has been
welcomed by the business commmumity that seeks fur-
ther actions from the government to help them pre-
pare better for their negotiations with the US buyers.

With unexpected trade disruptions looming,
Pakistan’s policymakers must focus on supporting
exporters through improved trade relations with the
US and new incentives, including potential collabo-
rations in critical minerals. The coming weeks will
reveal whether Pakistan can capitalise on its slight
tariff advantages over regional competitors.
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n a significant move, LESCO is going to launch
the ‘Apna Meter, Apni Reading’ programme,
which will address the issue of power theft as
well as overhauling. Strict monitoring by the

CEOs of the distribution companies might have
gone a long way to address the problems of power
theft and overbilling, which are mainly due to the
inefficiency of the meter readers who deliberately
send inflated bills to consumers. Another problem,
the instant response to electricity failures and ad-
dressing public compliance on priority is also going
to be addressed through modern mechanisms.

Lahore Electric Supply Company (LESCO)
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Engineer Ramzan
Butt told about the ‘Apna Meter, Apni Reading’
programme that would be launched very soon. The
CEO of LESCO, who has extensive experience in
the energy sector, has held key positions in vari-
ous prominent organisations across the country.
His professional expertise, integrity, and leadership
abilities have earned him a distinguished reputation
in the energy industry.

Under this initiative, he added, consumers will
be provided with a link through which they can sub-
mit their own meter readings, which will be official-
ly considered for billing.

He was talking to the business community at La-
hore Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCT).
LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad, Senior Vice
President Engineer Khalid Usman, Vice President
Shahid Nazir Chaudhry, SAARC Chamber Vice
President Mian Anjum Nisar and former LCCI
President Muhammad Ali Mian also spoke on the
occasion. Executive Committee Members, includ-
ing Wagas Aslam, Ms. Firdous Nisar, Karamat Ali
Awan, Asif Malik, Ahad Amin Malik and Tanveer
Ahmed were also present.

LESCO chief said, there is a collective realisa-
tion, from the Prime Minister to every individual,
that the survival of the power sector is crucial for
the survival of the country. He said that the Prime
Minster is committed to addressing all allied issues
in the energy sector, once the direction of this sec-
tor is set right.

Engineer Ramzan Butt said that a Rapid Re-
sponse Force has been established to immediately
restore electricity supply in case of outages due to
bad weather or other causes. He acknowledged the
critical role of the business commmnity in generat-
ing economic activity and said they are purchasing
electricity to keep the economic wheel turning,

Assuring the stakeholders of putting in place a
foolproof system, he said LESCO is addressing on
priority the issue of overbilling and over-reading
apart from those pertaining to meter replacement
and new connection, which, he added, would be
provided at their doorsteps. Declaring LESCO staff
as public servants, he said that their responsibility
is to ensure an uninterrupted power supply. He said
that there is no shortage of material with the LES-
CO. “Instructions have been issued to staff to en-
sure that there is no tripping on industrial feeders.”

Responding to a question about FIRs, he said
LESCO is taking measures to ensure no undue ac-
tion is taken against anyone. He acknowledged that
sometimes meter problems arise due to unaware-
ness on the part of industrial consumers and placed
the responsibility of monitoring meters on meter
readers.

LCCI President Mian Abuzar Shad raised
several pressing issues with the LESCO CEO. He
expressed his grievance about MDI fixed charges,
which fall under NEPRA's jurisdiction. He said as
per NEPRA's new regulations, all industrial and
commercial users must pay 50 percent of their
sanctioned load regardless of unit consumption,
which has drastically increased operational costs
for industries. He urged the LESCO CEO to con-
vey this concern to NEPRA and other authorities
concerned.

He also expressed concern over the hanging
power cables in various markets, which pose seri-
ous safety hazards and have led to several accidents.
Despite repeated complaints, the matter has not
been adequately addressed. The LESCO chief was
urged to instruct relevant offices to prioritise fixing
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LESCO bringing
new system soon to
check overbilling,
power theft
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LESCO CEO Engineer Ramzan Butt told about the
Apna Meter, Apni Reading’ programme that would be
launched very soon. Under this initiative, consumers
will be provided with a link through which they can
submit their own meter readings that will be officially

considered for billing

the problem of dangerous wiring.

LCCI Senior Vice President Engineer Khalid
Usman and Vice President Shahid Nazir Chaudhry
also raised issues regarding the late delivery of
electricity bills, often received just one or two days
before the due date. This delay prevents timely pay-
ment and results in swift disconnection by LESCO
teams, adding to the hardship faced by consumers.

Mian Abuzar Shad said that when meters are

damaged or malfunctioning, LESCO bills consum-

Instant response to electricity
failures and addressing public
compliance on priority means
there is no need for these
companies to be private

ers based on average annual consumption, which
does not reflect the seasonal variation in electrici-
ty use. He proposed that average billing should be
calculated using consumption data from the same
month of the previous year and that LESCO should
prioritise the replacement of faulty meters reported
by users.

LCCI office-bearers and Executive Committee
Members also discussed the high transmission loss-
es, which significantly contribute to Pakistan’s en-
ergy shortfall. According to NEPRA's State of In-
dustry Report 202223, LESCO’s line losses were

11.3 percent, resulting in a loss of approximately
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Rs. 21.8 billion. Alarmingly, these losses increased
to 16 percent in 202324, amounting to Rs. 47.6 bil-
lion. LCCI demanded to know what steps LESCO
is taking to reduce losses to 8 percent or below, said
the LCCT President.

He said that to promote energy conservation,
LESCO was advised to launch public awareness
campaigns encouraging the use of energy-efficient
appliances. As the summer season is approaching
its peak, heavy and consistent loads are leading to
feeder and transformer tripping and damage. LCCI
stressed that LESCO must regularly upgrade its
systems to ensure uninterrupted power supply and
stable voltage during peak demand seasons.

The LCCI office-bearers welcomed the launch
of the LESCO mobile app and requested that its
key features be shared with members to save time
and improve service access. They also urged LES-
CO to appoint a dedicated focal person to facilitate
swift communication between Chamber members
and relevant LESCO officials for the timely resolu-
tion of complaints.

Many people have written complaints about the
issue of inaccurate electricity billing. They blamed
the meter reader is deliberately capturing unclear
images, leading to incorrect readings and inflated
bills for customers. Despite clear instructions from
the Power Ministry, this practice persists.

The federal government has approved the priva-
tisation of 13 power sector entities, including nine
power distribution companies (DISCOs) and four
power generation companies (GENCOs).
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independence

In a significant move to tackle the rising threat of
cybercrime, the Government of Pakistan has formally
established the National Cyber Crime Investigation
Agency (NCCIA) as an independent institution with
full authority to investigate and act against cyber-
related offences across the country

he government has set up the National
Cyber Crime Investigation Agency (NC-
CIA) to combat and manage the threat
of cybercrimes in the country, which is a
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Tgi' rapidly growing and diverse issue that transcends
— borders. The Agency aims not only to curb cyber-

crime but also to define cybercrime according to
modern-day needs. There is no precise definition
of cybercrime, and most of the time, offenders get
protection under it. In Pakistan, cybercrime has
significantly risen over the last twenty years.

In a significant move to tackle the rising threat
of cybercrime, the Government of Pakistan has
formally established the National Cyber Crime
Investigation Agency (NCCIA) as an independent
institution with full authority to investigate and act
against cyber-related offences across the country.

Previously a part of the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA), the cybercrime unit has now been
elevated to an autonomous body due to the in-
creasing incidents of online fraud, harassment,
digital blackmail, identity theft, fake websites, and
social media crimes.

According to an official statement from the
FIA spokesperson, all responsibilities related to
cybercrime prevention, investigation, and enforce-
ment will now be exclusively handled by the newly
formed NCCIA. The FIA’s Cyber Crime Wing has
been officially dissolved, and citizens are advised
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to contact NCCIA for all future complaints and
queries regarding cyber offences.

The newly established agency is tasked with re-
sponding promptly to reports of suspicious online
activity or cybercrimes. Citizens can reach out to
the NCCIA Helpdesk via phone at 051-9106691 or
email at helpdesk@nr3c.gov.pk.

The spokesperson emphasised that the FIA no
longer deals with cybercrime matters and encour-
aged the public to visit the nearest NCCIA Circle
Office for any complaints or guidance related to
cybercrimes.

This move is expected to streamline operations
and enhance the country’s capacity to combat dig-
ital threats in an increasingly connected world.

The establishment of the NCCIA as an inde-
pendent agency separate from the FIA Cyber Wing
is a relatively new development in Pakistan's law
enforcement structure. Founded in May 2024, the
NCCIA represents the government’s commitment
to fighting cybercriminal activities and improving
cybersecurity. The Agency will lead investigations
into cybercrimes such as hacking, cyberbullying,
financial fraud, and social media abuse, aiming
to enhance Pakistan’s cybersecurity framework
through collaboration with government depart-
ments and private organisations.

Under the provisions of the NCCIA, the agen-
cy is expected to coordinate international relations
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on cybercrime matters, including sharing informa-
tion with other countries’ law enforcement agen-
cies and requesting assistance in investigations.
The NCCIA is also set to integrate into the Feder-
al Investigation Agency (FLA), replacing the exist-

ing cybercrime wing to create a more specialised
and focused agency on cybercrime.

However, concerns exist regarding the poten-
tial infringement on citizens’ privacy rights, espe-
cially in monitoring social media activity. There
are apprehensions about the duplication of effort
and increased expenditure compared to the FIA's
cybercrime wing. Despite these reservations, the
establishment of the NCCIA is seen as necessary
to combat cybercrime and create a safe digital en-
vironment. The Agency’s primary function is to
prevent crimes like identity theft, hacking, and
financial fraud, which pose significant threats to
Pakistan’s population.

A dedicated cybercrime investigation agency
can equip investigators with the necessary skills
and knowledge to address cyber threats effectively.
Modern techniques can be employed to gather ev-
idence, and centralised coordination can enhance
cooperation between the government and stake-
holders. The NCCIA can play a crucial role in
monitoring and regulating media content to com-
bat disinformation and fake news, raising public
awareness about the risks associated with spread-
ing false information. Collaboration with various
platforms and companies can lead to the creation
of laws governing undesirable content.

To be successful, the NCCIA will need to serve
as a centralised hub for coordinating intelligence
and fostering cooperation among different organ-

A study conducted on the new Agency showed
that investing in technology and training for ad-
vanced cyber forensics is essential, along with
incorporating cybersecurity education to reduce
vulnerabilities. Strengthening laws to support cy-
bercrime investigations is crucial to effectively
combat emerging cyber threats. International co-
operation is essential in addressing global cyber-
crime issues, and Pakistan must engage with other
nations to participate in joint operations against
transnational cybercrime. Proper implementation
of the Cyber Security Policy 2021 is vital for the
effectiveness of the NCCIA. Bridging gaps in pol-
icy execution and inter-agency coordination can
enhance Pakistan's cybersecurity efforts and ad-
dress modern threats in the digital landscape.

The study examines various sources to assess
the current state of cybersecurity in Pakistan. The
research indicates that Pakistan is vulnerable to
cyber threats from countries like India, Russia,
and Israel due to its lack of advanced information
technology (IT), ineffective policy enforcement,
and insufficient progress in IT education. To ad-

This move is expected to stream-
line operations and enhance the
country’s capacity to combat
digital threats in an increasingly
connected world

dress these challenges, Pakistan must prioritise
the development of cyber technology, improve
its technological capabilities, educate its popula-
tion in advanced IT skills, and draw lessons from
the cybersecurity strategies of developed nations.
It is essential to enforce existing laws, policies,
and penalties effectively to combat hacking and
other cybercrimes, safeguarding the government,
financial institutions, military installations, and
citizens’ data from cyber threats. Establishing a
new regulatory body to monitor and address cy-
ber crimes at the national and international levels
could further enhance cybersecurity measures.

It is noted that the conviction rate in cyber-
crime cases over the past five years has remained
below 5 percent, with only a minuscule proportion
of Pakistan’s mobile and internet users reporting
digital crimes to authorities.

| APRIL, 2025
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with itel Pakistan due to
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Leading mobile phone distributors in Pakistan have ceased business dealings with itel due
to allegations of a substantial amount of unsold inventory valued at over Rs 10 billion.
Sources within itel Pakistan have disclosed that this excess stock has resulted in significant
financial losses to local partners. itel, a Chinese mobile phone manufacturer, outsources
the production of phones in Pakistan through third-party assembly. The company is
currently experiencing a notable decline in business within Pakistan. Sources inside the
company have disclosed that agreements made with three Pakistani manufacturing firms
in early 2024 to produce mobile phones worth Rs 10 billion have led to losses because of
internal policies of the company and intense market competition. Since May 2025, itel has
grappled with a significant business crisis in Pakistan, attributed to inadequate policies
and market competition. Changes in itel's management post-2024 are believed to have
contributed to this setback. Incompetence and corruption within itel's leadership have also
come to light. itel's manufacturing partners are contemplating direct sales to recover
potential losses. This situation could result in substantial financial setbacks for itel's
partners and potentially impact the company's market position in Pakistan.
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hinese mobile phone manufacturer itel

is reportedly facing a significant business

downturn in Pakistan, according to an ex-

clusive investigative report. To address the
crisis, itel allegedly tried to sell the substantial inven-
tory to another local mobile phone company. How-
ever, sources indicate that this Pakistani company
declined the offer to acquire itel's stocl.

Insiders in the market indicate that financial
strain on distributors has led to a widespread refusal
among mobile phone dealers to purchase more itel
stock, which resulted in a drastic drop in the market
prices of the company’s mobile phones.

A prominent mobile phone dealer, speaking anon-
ymously, accused the Chinese company of commit-
ting a second instance of “fraud” in Palkistan under
the itel brand, citing flawed policies and inexperience.

Additionally, sources within itel reportedly con-
firmed the struggle to sell the unsold billions-worth
of mobile phone stock. Another Pakistani company,
Barq Telecom, was approached to take on the inven-
tory but reportedly declined. A major Karachi-based
mobile phone dealer mentioned that itel mobile
phone sales have stagnated nationwide, with the
company producing an excess of devices in Pakistan,
surpassing market demand. This overproduction is
cited as the primary reason for the financial losses
incurred by the Pakistani distribution partners. The
unfolding situation poses a significant challenge to
itel’s presence in the Pakistani market and raises con-
cerns about the financial stability of the affected lo-
cal distributors. The industry awaits further develop-
ments to see how itel plans to address this crisis and
compensate its Pakistani partners for the substantial
losses incurred. The report indicates that itel’s mobile
phone sales have stagnated, leaving its Pakistani man-
ufacturing partners burdened with unsold inventory
exceeding Rs 10 billion. This situation has allegedly
resulted in losses amounting to hundreds of millions
of rupees to these local companies.

Insiders at itel point towards unsuccessful admin-
istrative changes implemented after 2024 as a key
factor. It is claimed that new management personnel
made unilateral decisions that led to substantial finan-
cial losses for the company. Furthermore, allegations
of inexperience and corruption have surfaced against
current administrative officers, who are accused of
favouring one local partner at the expense of three
other distributors, causing them billions in losses and
severely damaging itel's overall business in Pakistan.

The broader Pakistani mobile phone market has
also been facing a crisis for the last six months. This
downturn is attributed to both local and Chinese
mobile phone companies importing excessive stock,
leading to an oversupply in the market, coupled with
a decrease in consumer demand for mobile phones

itel’s senior official in Pakistan,
Asim Jamil, stated that they
have a commercial agreement
with their channel partners and
are not obligated to disclose
their actions. He confirmed that
itel has agreements with various
companies for mobile phone
manufacturing in Pakistan,
considering it an internal matter

in Pakistan. This demand-supply mismatch has sig-
nificantly impacted the sales of many Chinese mobile
phone companies in the country. itel, having already
manufactured a large volume of devices, is now strug-
gling to offload this stock, consequently harming its
local manufacturing partners.

One of the affected manufacturing partners con-
firmed that a substantial amount of stock produced
months ago remains in their warehouses. Repeated
attempts to reach itel’s Sales Head in Pakistan, Asim
Jamil, for a satisfactory response have been unsuc-
cessful. Sources suggest that itel’s representative in
Pakistan, Mr. Vicky, and other administrative officials
are aware of the situation but may not be prioritising
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it due to the company not having directly invested the
capital for the manufacturing,

Adding to the woes, it has been reported that itel
has allegedly violated agreements with its channel
partners for the second time, causing severe financial
distress to those involved in manufacturing its mobile

£ taconcok comiFareMagazientificial [ twitter.comiflaramagazinapi

ufacturing companies have confirmed that itel has
billions of rupees worth of stock in the market, with
an additional over PKR 10 billion worth of maobile
phones in manufacturers’ warehouses. They warned
that if itel did not take action to move this stoclk, it
might be sold off at very low prices in the market. This

Leadership Excellence Award

ASIM

JAMIL

(Director Sales, itel Pakistan)

phones. Another manufacturing partner claimed to
have over PKR 3.5 billion worth of itel devices in
their warehouses, fearing massive losses if this stock
is not sold soon. They indicated that they are con-
sidering direct sales to the market to mitigate the ad-
verse effects of the situation and are attempting final
negotiations with itel. However, they also echoed the
sentiment that an individual named Jamil within Itel
is purportedly favouring one partner to the detriment
of others.

Representatives from mobile phone sales com-
panies, distributors, and dealers have corroborated
the sharp decline in demand for itel mobile phones
in recent months, noting a lack of significant effort
from the company to boost sales. Several dealers
have accused the current itel management of being
engaged in activities other than focusing on mobile
phone sales. One major dealer stated that the current
head of the company is primarily focused on drawing
a large salary with little interest in increasing sales. A
major channel partner and distributor for itel revealed
that the three major local manufacturing companies
have approached Pakistani dealers and distributors,
offering them the stock directly at significantly re-
duced prices. Negotiations between these parties are
reportedly underway.

‘When contacted by Flare Magazine, itel's senior
official in Pakistan, Asim Jamil, stated that they have
a commercial agreement with their channel partners
and are not obligated to disclose their actions. He
confirmed that itel has agreements with various com-
panies for mobile phone manufacturing in Pakistan,
considering it an internal matter.

Meanwhile, heads of other mobile phone man-
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developing situation raises concerns about the future
of itel's operations in Pakistan and the financial sta-
bility of its local manufacturing partners amidst the
current challenging market conditions. It is noted that
in the Philippines, due to a wrong marketing stunt,
itel experienced a P15.6 million loss due to a techni-
cal error that caused 6,500 units to be sold instead of
the intended ones. If you purchased an itel product
as part of this deal, you should contact the retailer or
itel directly to request a cancellation and refund. itel is
a relatively new smartphone brand in the Philippines
that offers budget-friendly smartphones with “bang
for the buck” features at affordable prices. They op-
erate in emerging markets, including Southeast Asia,
Africa, Latin America, as well as in Europe.

In 2024, Pakistan’s mobile phone industry saw a
significant recovery, producing approximately 28.43
million units. This included 17.1 million smartphones
and 11.33 million feature phones, indicating a shift
towards smartphones, which now make up nearly
60% of total production. Local assembly plants es-
tablished by various brands have reduced reliance on
imports, with only 1.1 million units imported in the
same period.

Manufacturers are expected to increase local pro-
duction to meet growing demand, introducing more
advanced smartphones. Continued investment in re-
search and development will lead to innovative prod-
ucts that meet evolving consumer needs. Partnerships
between local manufacturers and global tech firms
may also increase, facilitating technology transfer.
With a diverse range of brands contributing to local
production, the mobile phone mamufacturing sector
in Pakistan is poised for further growth.
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expressed concerns over the recent

amendments to tax laws. They said that
granting authoritarian powers to tax authorities
to freeze bank accounts, seal business premises,
and confiscate properties without consulting the
business community will not increase revenue. In-
stead, it is likely to decline revenue collection.

They demanded that the government reverse
the move before they ran out of patience. Grant-
ing unbridled powers to officials instead of imple-
menting institutional reforms amounts to a decla-
ration of war against the business community.

The business leaders explained that under the
ordinance, the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
now has the authority to freeze bank accounts,
seize business documents, attach movable and im-
movable properties, and arrest taxpayers without
court approval. The Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI) has rejected the Tax
Ordinance 2025, which grants sweeping powers to
the FBR, including freezing bank accounts, seal-
ing business premises, and confiscating properties.

President of the ICCI, Nasir Mansoor Qureshi,
voiced concern over the recently promulgated Tax
Laws (Amendment) Ordinance 2025 and rejected
it as regressive, unconstitutional, and destructive
to the country’s fragile economy. He emphasised
that this was not just an ICCI concern, but a uni-
fied stance of the entire business community.

President Qureshi criticised the ordinance for
granting sweeping powers to the FBR, describing
it as a blatant violation of due process and con-
stitutional protections. He warned that such un-
checked authority creates fear, disrupts commerce,
and undermines business confidence.

He also questioned the timing of the ordinance,
which was passed through a presidential order just
days before Parliament was scheduled to convene,
raising doubts about the government’s intent and
respect for democratic norms. President Qureshi
demanded the immediate withdrawal of the or-
dinance and urged the government to engage in
a transparent, parliamentary process and consult
business stakeholders in the formulation of any
future tax reforms.

The Federal B Area Association of Trade and
Industries (FBATI) has also rejected the Tax Laws
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2025, describing it as
undemocratic, unconstitutional, and harmful to
industries. President FBATI Sheikh Muhammad
Tehnseen denounced the Ordinance as it delegat-

ed disproportionate authority to the FBR, espe-
cially regarding tax recovery.

Former ICCI head Shahid Rasheed Butt de-
manded the immediate withdrawal of the Ordi-
nance and thorough review into its provisions and
stressed that any legislative action should be taken
while taking the business community in loop.

Sheikh Umer Rehan, Chairman of the Pakistan
Vanaspati Manufacturers Association (PVMA),
strongly condemned the recent amendments to
the Income Tax Law 2025, calling it a direct threat
to investor confidence, constitutional rights, and
democratic values in Pakistan.

The president of the North Karachi Associa-
tion of Trade and Industry (NKATT), Faisal Moiz
Khan, has rejected the recently enacted Tax Laws
(Amendment) Ordinance 2025, stating that it was
issued without stakeholder consultation and par-
liamentary debate. He warned that the ordinance
could destroy the economy.

Faisal Moiz Khan expressed deep concern over
the ordinance, stating that it undermines the sanc-
tity of court decisions, violates taxpayers’ consti-
tutional right to a fair hearing, and promotes a co-
ercive tax system.

He criticised the government for granting the
FBR. powers under the ordinance that allows it
to freeze bank accounts, seize properties, and
seal factories of any business entity without prior
notice or warning. He demanded the immediate
withdrawal of the ordinance and urged the gov-
ernment to hold discussions involving elected rep-
resentatives and industry stakeholders.

hambers of commerce chiefs, industri-
alists, traders, and businessmen have
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The business leaders explained that under the
ordinance, the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)

now has the authority to freeze bank accounts, seize
business documents, attach movable and immovable
properties, and arrest taxpayers without court approval

Following the enactment of the ‘Tax Laws
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2025, the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) has begun recovery pro-
ceedings against companies against which courts
had ruled in favour of the FBR.

The Large Taxpayer Office (LTO) Islamabad
remained open to recover taxes from telecom com-
panies after the ordinance was passed. Senior FBR
officials also visited LTO Islamabad to oversee the

Tecovery process.

Following the enactment of the
“Tax Laws (Amendment)

Ordinance, 2025, the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) has
begun recovery proceedings

against companies against which

the courts had ruled in favour of
the FBR

The FBR. was prepared to enforce tax recov-
ery by attaching the bank accounts of two telecom
companies under the LTO Islamabad jurisdiction.
However, a settlement was reached, and the com-
panies agreed to pay the recoverable amounts as
per court orders.

In one case, a cellular company agreed to pay
the due amount in billions to the FBR following an
order from the Islamabad High Court (IHC). An-
other case, involving a telecom joint venture, relat-
ed to the payment of withholding tax on mergers.

The IHC order stated that the inclusion of tele-
com companies in the definition of “industrial un-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

dertaking” by the Finance Act 2021 did not affect
the tax year in question. As such, the FBR was
justified in treating the tax collected on imported
plant and machinery as minimum tax liability and
disallowing the adjustment claimed by the com-
pany.

The company had claimed initial depreciation,
normal depreciation on fixed assets, and amortisa-
tionon intangible assets, but the assessing officer
found these claims were not in line with the In-
come Tax Rules, 2002, and disallowed them.

The IHC ruling stated that the FBR's decision
to disallow the amount of Rs 868,089,293 was
legally justified. The Appellate Tribunal Inland
Revenue had appropriately applied the legal prin-
ciples, and there were no legal issues with their
decision.

The IHC also clarified that if a cellular compa-
1y pays a tax imposed by the government, which is
essentially the customer’s liability, it cannot treat
the payment as its own deductible expense, even
if the company recovers the amount from the cus-
tomer.

It may be mentioned that the federal govern-
ment has promulgated “Tax Laws (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2025" for immediate/ sudden recov-
ery from taxpayers’ bank accounts or other mov-
able/ immovable properties and sealing of busi-
ness premises without any further notice.

The Ordinance has also empowered the Feder-
al Board of Revenue (FBR) to depute tax officials
at manufacturing/ business premises to monitor
production, supply, and stock of unsold goods.

“Tax would become immediately payable once
decided by a High Court or Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan, overriding any timeline given by other laws
or judgments,” a tax expert explained.
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as it continues to exploit the masses. [t comprises
influential politicians, industrialists, and business
tycoons who manipulate the production, pricing, and
distribution of sugar to maximise their profits at the
expense of the masses

incentives that directly benefit these mill owners, fail-
ing to protect consumers. Shahid Rasheed noted that
one of the most notorious tactics of the sugar mafia
by stockpiling sugar and limiting supply, ensuring
maxinmum profits. He observed that despite sufficient
production, sudden shortages frequently occur, lead-
ing to price hikes that burden the average consumer.

is very surprising to know that in every crisis,

the government has been activated but is do-

ing nothing except giving statements and press

talks, claiming that it is committed to holding

accountable those who made undue profits by selling

sugar and flour at high prices. If they boycott sow-

ing wheat in their fields and the government then

exports it at high prices, the government should pro-
vide fair prices.

Business leader and former President of the Is-
lamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(ICCI), Dr. Shahid Rasheed Butt, said the powerful
sugar mafia should be controlled as it continues to
exploit the masses. He remarked that the sugar mafia
comprises influential politicians, industrialists, and
business tycoons who manipulate the production,
pricing, and distribution of sugar to maximise their
profits. Shahid Rasheed Butt stated that unchecked
control has led to artificial price hikes, shortages, and
government bailouts, making sugar one of the most
controversial commodities in Pakistan's economy.
The business leader pointed out that the sugar indus-
try in Pakistan has always been closely tied to politi-
cal elites, with policies often tailored to benefit these
groups rather than the public. Sugar mill licenses
have frequently been given to individuals with strong
political connections. This practice has allowed a se-
lect few to dominate the market, while the govern-
ment has sometimes provided subsidies and export
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[t is a vicious attitude to announce
the price of wheat, which is now
selling for around Rs 2200 to
Rs 2700 per maund, while flour
is selling at Rs 120 per kg. Flour
mills, chakki owners, and
middlemen have earned billions of
rupees by ignoring farmers’ hard
work and efforts day and night
The mafia almost anmually triggers a major sugar
crisis by manipulating supply chains and exploiting
government policies. Mill owners repeatedly hoard

sugar, underreport production, and engage in fraud-
ulent exports to receive subsidies.

Despite revelations, punitive action against the
perpetrators has always been minimal, illustrating
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the deep entrenchment of the sugar mafia within the
political system.

Shahid Butt mentioned that while consumers
face inflated prices, sugarcane farmers also suffer
under the mafia’s control. Farmers often struggle to
receive fair payments, as mill owners delay payments
and force them to sell at lower rates. Many farmers
have no choice but to accept unfavourable terms or
face financial ruin. This exploitation discourages
agricultural productivity and further deepens rural
poverty.

‘With sugar prices remaining volatile for consum-
ers and no long-term solution in sight, the impact of
this exploitation extends to households, small busi-
nesses, and the overall economy. Pakistan, one of the
highest consumers of sugar in the region, is enduring
the worst of this price manipulation.

Over the years, successive governments have
promised action against the sugar mafia, but real
investigative commissions have provided damning
evidence, the lack of vigorous enforcement and ac-
countability allows the mafia to continue its opera-
tions with little consequence.
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Reforms in the sugar industry, such as trans-
parent pricing mechanisms, strict regulations on
hoarding, and fair trade practices, are crucial. These
reforms can protect farmers and consumers; until
they are implemented, the sugar mafia will contime
to exploit Pakistan's economy. However, with these
reforms, there is hope for change and relief for ordi-
nary citizens.

Even political leaders and parties have con-
demned the inept Punjab government for the eco-
nomic hardship faced by farmers due to its flawed
and anti-people policies. They have strongly de-
nounced the harassment and use of force against
farmers.

In a strong-worded reaction to the farmers’ pro-
tests against the government’s delay in procuring
wheat and harassment of farmers, they vehemently
denounced the detention of the Punjab Kissan Board
head and the harassment of farmer leaders through
illegal raids at their homes. The farmers were co-
erced into selling wheat in the open market at a price
far lower than the officially fixed rate due to the in-
competent government’s faulty and anti-poor poli-
cies regarding wheat procurement. Sugar prices had
suddenly surged, reaching Rs170/kg, with the retail
price rising by Rs20/kg during the holy month of
Ramazan. Consumers blamed this spike in prices on
the “sugar mafia,” which had reportedly driven up
prices across the province. Surprisingly, the govern-
ment had previously allowed millers to export sugar
under the condition that domestic prices would not
exceed Rs140/kg. However, the sugar mafia's price
manipulation has led to a significant breach of this
agreement. Moreover, the local sugar market is re-
portedly facing a surplus in stock, yet no decisive ac-
tion has been taken by the government to curb rising
prices or intervene in the market. In response to the
crisis, the district administration launched a series of
raids aimed at seizing illegally stored sugar. Several
unauthorized warehouses were targeted, and thou-
sands of sugar bags were confiscated.
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he foundation of Islamic economics is a

system of usury-free business interactions,

as dealing with usury (or commercial in-
terest) is looked at as a major sin in Islam.

Some may question why Islam has an economic
system. To answer it, it is important to understand
that Islam is a comprehensive way of life that guides
individuals in all aspects, not just their relationship
with Allah. Islamic economics is a topic of great in-

' terest and research today, especially as conventional

Z&  banking conflicts with Islamic values. Scholars are
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working to establish banking systems based on Sha-
riah principles. Islamic economics is rooted in the
teachings of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the
Prophet (PBUH), and it was implemented by the
Prophet (PBUH) himself in Madinah. This demon-
strates that Islamic economics is not just theoretical
but has practical applications. The prohibition of
usury in Islamic econornics is essential for promot-
ing moral development, social justice, fair distribu-
tion of wealth, and meeting basic human needs.
Interest-based economies often lead to wealth accu-
mulation among the rich while neglecting the poor.
Islamic economics aims to bridge the economic gap
in society and create a more just world. The concept
of Zakat, requiring Muslims to give 2.3% of their
wealth in charity every year, is a key aspect of eco-
nomic justice in Islam. Islamic economics includes
financial dealings such as Bai Salam, Bai Muajjal,
Bai Murabaha, Sharakat, Modarabah, and Ijara.
These transactions are based on Islamic principles
and are not interest-based. Each type of financial
dealing has specific conditions and guidelines to en-
sure compliance with Shariah law. Overall, Islam-
ic economics emphasises economic justice, ethical
business practices, and social welfare. By adhering
to Islamic principles in financial transactions, indi-
viduals can contribute to a more equitable and pros-
perous society.

Let us understand what these terms mean.

1) Bai Salam: Bai in Arabic means business.
Bai Salam is a spot payment of the price before
the goods are delivered. In simple terms, here the
buyer pays the price of the goods before the goods
are handed over to him. However, the quality of the
product is to be fully specified before the payment.
Also, the payment in this deal has to be in toto.

2) Bai Muajjal: In Bai Muajjal, the price of an
item is payable on a deferred basis, either lump sum
or in instalments. It is necessary, however, in this
dealing that the price and date of payment must be
fixed.

3) Bai Murabaha: This is a financial dealing in
which a person purchases a commodity at a certain
price, adds to it a sum at the determined rate and
then sells it to another person. The critical differ-
ence between this dealing and riba is that the prod-
uct must not be currency.

4) Sharakat (Partnership): Here, a fixed amount
of capital is set between two or more persons, shar-
ing equally both the loss and profit in the business
according to a fixed ratio. The critical point in this
type of dealing is that the business must be lawful.
However, there are also other conditions like part-
ners must be sound and mature, mutual agreement
between the partners and the rate of profit and loss
is predetermined.

J) Modarabah: In this type of dealing, one per-
son provides money or capital (known as rabb ul
maal) to another person as an investment in a com-
mercial project. The condition in this type of finan-
cial dealing is that the rate of profit sharing has to
be set beforehand.

6) Ljara: Ijara is an Arabic word which means
“wages”. It is to gain profits from a thing. This is
the very purpose of Ijara. The thing, in this regard,
may be a physical commodity or the service of an
individual.

Islamic finance is a financial system that oper-
ates according to the Shariah principles, empha-
sising fairness, transparency, and ethical financial
practices. It is based on principles such as Shariah
compliance, risk sharing, fairness, and transpar-
ency, prohibiting interest-based transactions (riba)
and promoting risk-sharing mechanisms like prof-
it-and-loss sharing agreements. The sector has ex-
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Islamic financial
system remarkably

The Islamic banking sector i

successful in Pakistan

UDARABAH %

n Pakistan has shown

(=]

remarkable growth, with total assets reaching Rs. 6.3
trillion by 2024. The industry includes Islamic banks,
insurance companies, and mutual funds, regulated by
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP)

perienced significant global growth due to rising
demand for Shariah-compliant financial solutions
and advancements in Islamic fintech.

In Pakistan, Islamic finance has gained mo-
mentum, with the sector growing from Rs103 bil-
lion in 2002 to over Rs3 trillion in 2020, according
to a report by the State Bank of Pakistan. Islamic
finance in Pakistan has the potential to promote
financial inclusion, reduce poverty, and drive eco-
nomic growth.

The concept of Zakat, requir-
ing Muslims to give 2.5% of their
wealth in charity every year, is a
key aspect of economic justice in

Islam. Islamic economics includes
financial dealings such as Bai
Salam, Bai Muajjal, Bai Murabaha,
Sharakat, Modarabah, and [jara.
These transactions are based on
Islamic principles and are not

interest-based

The Islamic banking sector in Pakistan has
shown remarkable growth, with total assets reach-
ing Rs. 6.3 trillion by 2024. The industry includes
Islamic banks, insurance companies, and mutu-
al funds, regulated by the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) and the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP). Government initiatives
like the Pakistan Islamic Finance Initiative and new
regulatory frameworks aim to expand the sector
further, targeting a 20% market share in the banking

industry by 2025.
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Islamic finance can help Pakistan address in-
come disparities and structural issues that have hin-
dered its economic potential. By promoting entre-
preneurship, small businesses, housing, agriculture,
and financial inclusion through Islamic banking
products, Pakistan can achieve economic stability
and growth. Zakat and charity are integral compo-
nents of Islamic finance, emphasising that Islamic
banking products like mudarabah, musharakah,
murabaha, and ijara cater to various financial needs,
supporting sectors such as housing, agriculture, and
small businesses. However, Pakistan lags in ful-
ly digital Islamic banking, despite high demand.
Zakat and charity in Pakistan are collected and dis-
tributed through mosques, NGOs, and government
institutions, with an estimated annual zakat collec-
tion of around Rs. 120 billion. The charity sector
in Pakistan has the potential to address social and
economic challenges, but requires greater transpar-
ency, accountability, and coordination.

The global Islamic finance industry, valued at
approximately $4 trillion, continues to expand,
with Islamic banking assets reaching $2.37 tril-
lion and the sukukmarket projected to reach $170
billion by 2024. To enhance the effectiveness of
Islamic finance, a structured approach like the Is-
lamic Finance and Charity Framework (IFCF) has
been proposed, emphasising Shariah compliance,
risk-sharing, accountability, and integration be-
tween Islamic finance and philanthropy. By adopt-
ing the IFCF framework, Islamic financial insti-
tutions and charitable organisations can promote
efficiency, transparency, and accountability, leading
to increased social impact and sustainable develop-
ment. Addressing regulatory challenges, improving
parency in charitable contributions are crucial steps
to realising the full potential of Islamic finance.
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Faletti's Hotel recently hosted a joyful and heartwarming event to celebrate the
birthdays of its dedicated staff members, alongside a special Courtesy Awards
distribution ceremony. The event brought together team members from various
departments in a spirit of appreciation and unity.

Adding to the excitement of the evening, Director Operations Mr. Irshad B. Anjum
persanally presented Courtesy Awards and cash prizes to recognize outstanding
performance, professionalism, and exceptional service. His kind words and
encouragement uplifted the team and reinforced the hotel’s commitment to
valuing and rewarding hard work.

Gl

The birthday celebration was filled with laughter, cake-cutting, and cheerful moments

that strengthened the bonds among the staff. Faletti’s Hotel continues to honor its
it legacy of hospitality not only for its guests but also by nurturing and celebrating the
people who make it all possible.
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These licenses are expected to enhance
accountability, data privacy, and transparency,
contributing to the overall goal of streamlining
digital services nationwide. The formal licensing
of VPN providers coincides with the growing use
of encrypted virtual networks among businesses
and individuals for secure communication, data
protection, and remote work capabilities.

he Pakistan Telecommunication Authority

(PTA) has officially launched the licensing

process for VPN service providers under

the Class License for the Provision of Data
Services in Pakistan framework. This move marks a
significant step in the country’s efforts to regulate and
monitor internet-based services according to global
standards. The PTA has already granted Class Li-
censes to three companies for offering VPN services,
setting a precedent for other providers in the sector.
These licenses are expected to enhance accountabili-
ty, data privacy, and transparency, contributing to the
overall goal of streamlining digital services nation-
wide. The formal licensing of VPN providers comes
at a time when the use of encrypted virtual networks
is growing among businesses and individuals for se-
cure commmumnication, data protection, and remote
work capabilities. By bringing VPIN services under
regulation, the PTA aims to balance digital freedom
with national security, ensuring compliance with le-
gal standards while providing uninterrupted and se-
cure access 1O uUsers.

The PTA has issued a clear advisory to exist-
ing VPN service providers operating without a li-
cense, urging them to obtain the necessary approval
promptly. Failure to comply could result in service
disruptions and enforcement actions. Timely regis-
tration is emphasized to protect businesses and cli-
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ents from interruptions and ensure continued access
to essential services. This initiative also aims to pre-
vent the misuse of VPNs for unauthorized activities,
such as bypassing internet restrictions or engaging in
unmonitored data transmission. Licensing will en-
able the PTA to exert better oversight of the digital
landscape and help companies secure their opera-
tions in an increasingly cyber-threat-prone environ-
ment.

For entities looking to regularize their opera-
tions, the PTA has simplified and made the licensing
criteria, and application forms are available on the
official PTA website for interested parties to start
the application process immediately. The Authority
remains committed to promoting legal, secure, and
high-quality digital services in Pakistan. This move
has been welcomed by cybersecurity professionals
and data service providers as a necessary step to-
ward building a more robust and secure ICT infra-
structure. Regulated VPN usage ensures that busi-
nesses can operate confidently, especially in sectors
handling sensitive data like finance, healthcare, and
e-commerce.

The PTA’s initiative aligns with broader digital
policy objectives, which include creating a safer inter-
net environment, promoting responsible technology
use, and enhancing service quality for end-users. It
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also opens up opportunities for legal VPN providers
to enter the Pakistani market under clear guidelines,
fostering competition and innovation in the sector.
As the digital economy expands, regulatory clarity
will play a crucial role in driving sustainable growth.
‘With the introduction of VPN services licensing, Pa-
kistan moves closer to aligning its digital governance
with international standards, building trust among
users and service providers. In parallel, the PTA
has intensified efforts to combat the dissemination
of anti-state and extremist content on social media
platforms, a significant move to secure the country’s
digital landscape. An official statement from a PTA
spokesperson revealed that over 13,000 videos pro-
moting extremist agendas have been blocked on Tik-
Tok. Additionally, the PTA has taken action against
3,941 TikTok URLs associated with banned organi-
zations, further tightening control over digital con-
tent that poses a threat to national security.

In a broader effort, the PTA reported the removal
of 13,017 more videos containing content undermin-
ing security agencies. These actions follow increased
concerns about harmful and disruptive online con-
tent, particularly after incidents like the Jafar Express
tragedy. Following this event, the PTA engaged ma-
jor social media platforms, including Facebook, You-
Tube, and TikTok, urging them to take immediate
and robust action against fake news dissemination.
In response to the tragedy, the PTA identified 1,342
TURLs involved in spreading anti-state propaganda.

The PTA has focused surveillance efforts on
identifying and removing content related to the Ba-
lochistan Liberation Army (BLA) and other extrem-
ist groups, particularly content shared in March. To
date, over 113,000 URLs linked to anti-state narra-
tives have been blocked, demonstrating the PTA’s
ongoing commitment to combating harmful con-
tent and propaganda online. The spokesperson con-
firmed that monitoring and blocking such content
continues, with security agencies filing complaints
that prompt swift action.

The PTA maintains that social media platforms
should not be used to spread terrorist narratives or
undermine the state. In its latest statement, the au-
thority reiterated its commitment to taking aggres-
sive measures to prevent such content from circu-
lating online, ensuring that digital platforms in the
country do not harbor content that incites violence,
promotes extremism, or challenges Pakistan's sover-
eignty.

The PTA’s initiative aligns with
broader digital policy objectives,
which include creating a safer
internet environment, promot-
ing responsible technology use,
and enhanecing service quality for
end-users. It also opens up oppor-
tunities for legal VPN providers to
enter the Pakistani market under
clear guidelines, fostering compe-
tition and innovation in the sector.

This crackdown reflects Pakistan's broader efforts
to regulate digital spaces, ensuring a safe and produc-
against extrernist influences. With the PTA’s vigilant
approach, the government aims to hold social media
platforms accountable for the content shared on their
networks, while safeguarding national security and
public order.
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This year, London jumped up two places to become
the Top Destination for travellers in the World and
took this position from Dubai, which had been
proudly occupying the first place since 2022. The UK
capital is also recognised for its Culinary Scene as
well as rich arts and heritage offering to rank second
in the world in the best Food Destinations and third

ach year, Tripadvisor pores over millions

of reviews shared by a global community

of travellers to uncover the most trusted

recommendations, which help future ex-
plorers create unforgettable memories on their next
travel adventure. Travellers’ Choice Awards Best of
the Best Destinations span seven categories: Top
Destinations, Trending Destinations, Culture Desti-
nations, Food Destinations, and Honeymoon Desti-
nations. This vear, Tripadvisor introduces two new
subcategories: Solo Travel Destinations and a special
sub-category in celebration of Tripadvisor’s 25th
anniversary, honouring the Top Destinations of the
Last 25 Years based on all-time reviews.

The Travellers’ Choice Awards celebrate destina-
tions with the highest ratings and reviews from glob-
al travellers over the past year. The rankings highlight
the places that have captured the hearts of real travel-
lers who've experienced them firsthand.

“Owver the last 25 years Tripadvisor has grown to
become the world’s leading travel guidance platform,
drawing on insights from real travellers all around
the world,” commented Kristen Dalton, President,
Tripadvisor. “Based on the more than one billion re-
views and opinions on our site today, Tripadvisor’s
Travelers’ Choice Awards reflect the global travel
community’s favourites - from destinations them-
selves, to everything that makes them special, includ-
ing restaurants, hotels and experiences.”

This year, London jumped up two places to be-
come the Top Destination in the World, taking this
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position from Dubai, which had been proudly hold-
ing the first place since 2022. The UK capital is also
recognised for its Culinary Scene as well as rich arts
and heritage offerings to rank second in the world in
the best food destinations and third in cultural desti-
nations. London was also named No. 1 in Tripadvi-
sor’s special 25th Anniversary List, as it has been rec-
ognised as the top destination over the last 25 years
of reviews on the site.

Here in the US., New York City tops this list,
and is also featured in the state’s top Food Destina-
tions. Other fan favourite destinations include warm
weather hotspots like O’ahu and the Florida Keys,
hustling cities like Chicago and Las Vegas, and cul-
turally rich locations like New Orleans and Wash-
ington D.C.

World top destinations include London, UK,
New York City, NY, Bali, Indonesia, O’ahu, HI,
Dubai, UAFE, Las Vegas, NV, Sicily, Italy, Florida
Keys, FL, Paris, France, New Orleans, LA, Rome,
Italy, Nashville, TN, Hanoi, Vietnam, San Francis-
co, CA, Marrakech, Morocco, Chicago, IL, Crete,
Greece, Charleston, SC and Bangkok, Thailand.

Osaka, Japan, is named No. 1 Trending Desti-
nation in the World for 2025, based on year-on-year
growth of reviews.

Known as ‘the nation’s kitchen', Osaka has a
thriving food scene, as well as great shopping and
nightlife. It is also the perfect base for exploring the
Kansai region, which is home to multiple UNESCO
‘World Heritage Sites. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, is at
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No. 2, followed by Argentina’s capital, Buenos Aires.

The Trending Destinations in the U.S. included
a mix of sun and snow, from coastal getaways like
‘West Palm Beach and Santa Barbara, to the moun-
tain views of Denver and Park City. The Midwest is
having a moment, with Cleveland and Kansas City
nearing the top of the list, while destinations adja-
cent to big cities, like Memphis and Brooklyn, are
also rising in ranks.

Trending Destinations - World

1. Osaka, Japan, 1. West Palm Beach, FL, 2.
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 2. Santa Barbara, CA, 3.
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 3. Cleveland, OH, 4. Ma-
nama, Bahrain, 4. Kansas City, MO, 5. Lima, Peru,
5. Memphis, TN, 6. Medellin, Colombia, 6. Park
City, UL, 7. Auckland, New Zealand, 7. Juneau,
AK, 8. Kyoto, Japan, 8. Denver, CO, 9. Seoul, South
Korea, 9. Brooklyn, NY, 10. Casablanca, Morocco,
10. Hilton Head, SC.

As Tripadvisor celebrates a quarter of a century
this year, the 25th Anniversary Destinations list pays
homage to reviewers’ favourite destinations since the
launch of the site. London also tops this category,
followed by New York at No. 2 and Rome at No. 3.

This year, we will also see the launch of another
new category, Solo Travel Destinations. This list fea-
tures many major global cities, with the South Ko-
rean capital, Seoul, taking the top spot. These des-
tinations are loved by solo travellers and perfect for
anyone heading out on an adventure alone.

Solo Travel Destinations World: 1. Seoul,
South Korea, 2. Kathmandu, Nepal, 3. Cusco, Peru,
4. Bangkok, Thailand, 5. Osaka, Japan, 6. Dubai,
U.A.E. 7. Kyoto, Japan, 8. Chiang Mai, Thailand, 9.
Revkjavik, Iceland, 10. Melbourne, Australia.

With travellers across the world most excited
about food on their upcoming trips, according to
Tripadvisor’s latest Seasonal Travel Index, the best
Food Destinations is the ultimate guide to where to

Food destinations World: 1 Rome, Italy and
New Orleans, LA, 2. London, UK. and Charleston,
SC, 3. Marrakech, Morocco, and New York City,
NY, 4. Paris, France, and Savannah, GA, 5. Naples,
Italy, and Asheville, NC, 6. Barcelona, Spain, and
Boston, MA, 7. Lima, Peru, and Nashville, TN, 8.
New Orleans, U.S. and Portland, ME, 9. Buenos Ai-
res, Argentina, and San Diego, CA, and 10. Athens,
Greece, and San Francisco, CA

The best Culture Destinations celebrate the trav-
el spots bursting with vibrant arts scenes and rich in
heritage that dare inspire visitors across the world.
Rich in culture and traditions, Bali takes the No. 1
spot, followed by Hanoi, Vietnam, at No. 2 and Lon-
don at No. 3.

World top destinations include
London, UK, New York City, NY,
Bali, Indonesia, O’ahu, HI, Dubai,
UAF, Las Vegas, NV, Sicily, Italy,
Florida Keys, F1,, Paris, France,
New Orleans, LA, Rome, Italy,
Nashville, TN, Hanoi, Vietnam,
San Francisco, CA, Marrakech,
Moroceo, Chicago, I1,, Crete,
Greece, Charleston, SC and Bang-
kok, Thailand

Culture Destinations World:

1. Bali, Indonesia, 2. Hanoi, Vietnam, 3. Lon-
don, UK., 4. Marrakech, Morocco, 5. Rome, Italy,
6. Cusco, Peru, 7. Kathmandu, Nepal, 8. New Delhi,
India, 9. Crete, Greece, 10. Siem Reap, Cambodia

For couples looking to celebrate their most spe-
cial trips, the best Honeymoon Destinations show-
case the most romantic places on earth, from private
‘beaches to intimate dinners, set to the mood for two.

Honeymoon Destinations World: 1. Mauritius,
2. Bali, Indonesia, 3. Maldives, 4. Hoi An, Vietnam,
5. Phuket, Thailand, 6. Santorini, Greece, 7. Zanzi-
bar Island, Tanzania, 8. Florence, Italy, 9. La Fortu-
na de San Carlos, Costa Rica, 10. St. Lucia.

APRIL, 2025



WE ARE IN
CAPITAL

FITNESS CLUB

LADIES & GENTS

* STATE-OF-THE ART EQUIPMENT
* EXPERIENCED MALE/FEMALE FITNESS TRAINERS
* A FRIENDLY AND MOTIVATING ENVIRONMENT

£ 033343588888

Capital Residencia, E 11/4, Islamabad

P 1S

N




J *699# »-

b »

ZSm el SMS,l

5y

Glro S5 (5

T

I| "L

Business Mews Magazine

in the digital economy, with the country

securing over $700 million in investment

pledges at the inaugural session of the Digital For-
eign Direct Investment forum.

Addressing executives from leading IT firms at

the forum in the federal capital, Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif commended the companies for

rime Minister Shehbaz Sharif highlighted
Pakistan's potential for significant growth

* their confidence in Pakistan’s technology sector

and welcomed the investment announcements. He
emphasised the government’s goal of positioning
Pakistan as a regional hub for technology, finance,
and innovation, citing ongoing regulatory re-
forms, fiscal incentives, and investments in digital
infrastructure.

Sharif also underscored efforts to train youth
and digitise the economy, pledging full support to
investors and emphasising the government’s com-
mitment to fostering long-term partnerships. He
expressed interest in collaborating with foreign
partners on artificial intelligence and data science
education to enhance Pakistan's workforce readi-
ness for the future.

Investors at the forum included Jabbar Rahim
Khan of Russoft, who pledged $500 million, Taha
Naseem and Ahsan Jamil of sAi Venture Capital,
who committed $100 million, Fernando Morillo
and Mubhammad Hamayun Sajjad of Mashreq
Bank, who pledged $30 million, and Belal Kemal
Faruki of Mindhyve.ai, who announced a $22 mil-
lion investment.

‘With a youthful population, expanding inter-
net access, and a thriving startup ecosystem, Paki-
stan is well-positioned to emerge as a key player in
the digital economy, driving national growth and
prosperity.

The experts have underlined the importance of
strengthening digital infrastructure to exploit its
true potential and lead the country towards sus-
tainable development. Information Technology
(IT) is one of the top sectors to lead the digital
economy.

Pakistan’s digital economy has immense poten-
tial for growth, innovation, and job creation. With
a large youth population, increasing internet pene-
tration, and a thriving startup ecosystem, Pakistan
can leverage digital technologies to drive econom-
ic growth and prosperity.

As the country moves forward, the govern-
ment’s support and initiatives, combined with the
country’s resilience and adaptability, will help un-
lock Pakistan’s potential in the digital economy.

Over the past few years, Pakistan has under-
gone a spectacular digital transformation that has
significantly altered the country’s economy. Tech-

With a youthful population, ex-
panding internet access, and a
thriving startup ecosystem, Paki-
stan is well-positioned to emerge
as a key player in the digital econ-
omy, driving national economic
growth and prosperity

nological advancements have provided impetus to
the digital economy to flourish at an exceptional
rate, with IT services exportsexpanding rapidly,
digital transactions multiplying daily, and an in-
creasing number of digital government initiatives
being launched. This unprecedented growth has
instigated a remarkable surge in demand for con-
nectivity and digital infrastructure in Pakistan.
Although Pakistan’s digital economy has made
considerable progress, it is highly concentrated
in metropolises due to the absence of equitable
digital infrastructure and connectivity across the
country. The standards of digital connectivity
vary with each district in the country due to flim-
sy connections to the national internet backbone,
while broadband connections, whether mobile or
fixed, remain beyond the reach of millions due to
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Pakistan rising
as a major digital
economy in world

Pakistan’s digital economy has immense potential
for growth, innovation, and job creation. With a large
youth population, increasing internet penetration,
and a thriving startup ecosystem, Pakistan can
leverage digital technologies to drive economic
growth and prosperity

high prices. Moreover, low digital literacy across
numerous regions and segments of society, along
with the high cost of devices, has stymied digital
adoption within the country, undermining Paki-
stan's technological competitiveness at the global
level. The present coalition government is paying
special attention to information technology (IT)
and has earmarked over Rs79 billion for it in the
budget for 2024-25, the highest allocation in the
country’s history.

The sector is expected to touch $3.5 billion in
exports this year, and the government is planning
to enhance its exports to $ 7 billion in the years
to come, as asserted by Finance Minister, Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb in his budget speech for
the year 2024-25.

Over Rs19 billion would be utilised for estab-
lishing an IT Park in Karachi and a Technology
Park in Islamabad. In addition, Rs two billion
would be spent on the Pakistan Software Export
Board (PSEB) and Rs20 billion on Digital Infra-
structure Information, the minister added. There
is no denying the fact that during the past decade,
Pakistan has witnessed a significant increase in
internet penetration, with internet users growing
to 111.0 million at the start of 2024, as stated by
Data Portal, a website publishing the Global Dig-
ital reports series.

It says Pakistan was home to 71.70 million so-
cial media users in January 2024, equating to 29.5
percent of the total population. A total of 188.9
million cellular mobile connections were active in
Pakistan in early 2024, with this figure equivalent
to 77.8 percent of the total population.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s startup ecosystem has
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also been gaining momentum in recent years, with
numerous incubators, accelerators, and co-work-
ing spaces emerging across major cities like Kara-
chi, Lahore, and Islamabad.

In addition, Pakistan’s e-commerce market is
growing rapidly, driven by increasing online shop-
ping, digital payments, and a rise in the number
of online marketplaces, while digital payment sys-
tems have also expanded, providing convenient
payment solutions for online transactions.

Many startups of IT companies and the youth
need the support of the government to strength-
en the Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)
sector and boost the country’s digital economy,
as stated by Ahsan Zafar. Likewise, Pakistan has
a significant pool of skilled professionals in areas
like software development, graphic design, and
content writing. Freelance platforms have enabled
Pakistani freelancers to access global markets, pro-
viding services to clients worldwide.

This has not only generated foreign exchange
but also created employment opportunities for
thousands of professionals. Therefore, to fully
harness the potential of the digital economy, Pa-
kistan needs to invest in developing digital skills
and education.

Even many of our fresh graduates who are
not directly computer or information technology
qualified are performing amply in this arena. The
Pakistani government has recognised the impor-
tance of the digital economy and has launched ini-
tiatives like the Digital Pakistan program, aimed
at promoting the development of the digital econ-
omy, improving digital infrastructure, and enhanc-
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aspersky has uncovered a new, sophis-

ticated version of the Triada Trojan
preinstalled on counterfeit Android
martphones allegedly sold through
unauthorised retailers. Embedded in the system
firmware, the malware operates undetected and
enables attackers to fully control infected devic-
es. More than 2,600 users worldwide have been
affected. Kaspersky develops and sells antivirus,

/& internet security, password management, endpoint
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security, and other cybersecurity products and ser-
vices.

Unlike typical mobile malware delivered via
malicious apps, this Triada variant is integrated
into the system framework, infiltrating every run-
ning process. It enables a wide range of malicious
activity, including stealing messaging and social
media accounts, Telegram, TikTok, Facebook, and
Instagram. Sending and deleting messages in apps
like WhatsApp and Telegram. Substituting cryp-
tocurrency wallet addresses, redirecting phone
calls by spoofing caller IDs. Monitoring browser
activity and injecting links. And also intercepting,
sending, and deleting SMS messages and enabling
premium SMS charges. Downloading and execut-
ing additional payloads and blocking network con-
nections to potentially bypass anti-fraud systems.

“The Triada Trojan has evolved into one of the
most advanced threats in the Android ecosystem,”
said Dmitry Kalinin, malware analyst at Kasper-
sky Threat Research. “This new version infiltrates
the device at the firmware level—before it even
reaches the user—pointing to a supply chain com-
promise. According to the analysis of the open
sources, attackers have already funneled at least
$270,000 in stolen cryptocurrency to their wallets,
though the actual total may be higher due to the
use of untraceable coins like Monero.”

First discovered in 2016, Triada has continual-
ly evolved, leveraging system-level privileges to ex-
ecute fraud, hijack SMS authentication, and evade
detection. This latest campaign marks a concern-
ing escalation, as attackers potentially exploit sup-
ply chain flaws to deploy firmware-level malware
on counterfeit devices.

In another report, in 2024, as digital financial
transactions continued to expand worldwide, cy-
bercriminals shifted their focus toward mobile de-
vices and crypto assets. According to Kaspersky's
new Financial Cyberthreats report, the number
of users encountering mobile banking Trojans
rose by 3.6 times compared to 2023, while cryp-
to-related phishing detections climbed by 83.4%.
Kaspersky antiphishing technologies prevented
10,706,340 attempts to follow a cryptocurren-
cy-themed phishing link, an 83.4% increase over
the 2023 figure of 5,838,499. As cryptocurrency
popularity continues to grow, the number of at-
tacks is only ever going to get larger.

Meanwhile, PC-focused malware saw a decline
in traditional banking attacks but a surge in cryp-
to-asset theft. This data comes from Kaspersky's
new Financial Cyberthreats report for 2024.

In 2024, online fraudsters continued to lure
users to phishing and scam pages that mimicked
the websites of popular brands and financial or-
ganisations. Banks were the most popular lure in
2024, accounting for 42.6% of financial phishing
attempts (compared to 38.5% in 2023). Amazon
Online Shopping was mimicked by 33.2% of all
phishing and scam pages targeting online store
users in 2024, making it the most popular online
brand target for fraudsters. Apple’s share of at-
tacks dropped nearly 3% from last year’s figure to
15.7%, while Netflix scams grew slightly to 16%.
Meanwhile, fraudsters’ interest in the Alibaba
marketplace increased, its share going up from
3.2% in 2023 to 8% in 2024.

Payment systems were mimicked in 19.3% of
financial phishing attacks detected and blocked
by Kaspersky products in 2024 (19.9% in 2023).
Once again, PayPal was the most targeted brand,
however, the ratio of attacks related to it fell from
54.7% to 37.5%. Attacks targeting Mastercard, on
the contrary, nearly doubled from 16.6% in 2023
to 30.5% in 2024.
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Scammers preinstall
Iriada 'I'rojan in fake
Android handsets to
get users “data

It enables a wide range of malicious activity, including
stealing messaging and social media accounts,
Telegram, TikTok, Facebook, and Instagram.

Sending and deleting messages in apps like
WhatsApp and Telegram

While the number of users who encountered
mobile banking malware increased, the share of
those who were affected by financial PC malware
decreased from 312,453 in 2023 to 199,204 in
2024. Currently, most financial PC malware that
Kaspersky detects is targeting not online banking,
but crypto assets. The banking Trojans that were
most often detected in 2024 included ClipBank-

In 2024, online fraudsters contin-
ued to lure users to phishing and
scam pages that mimicked the
websites of popular brands and
financial organisations. Banks
were the most popular lure in
2024, accounting for 42.6% of
financial phishing attempts
(compared to 38.5% in 2023)

er (62.9%), Grandoreiro (17.1%), CliptoShuffler
(9.5%) and BitStealer (1.3%). Grandoreiro is a
full-fledged banking Trojan that targeted 1,700
banks and 276 crypto wallets in 45 countries and
territories around the globe in 2024.

In 2024, the number of users who encountered
mobile banking Trojans grew 3.6 times compared
to 2023: from 69,200 to 247,949, with malicious
activity significantly increasing in the second half
of 2024. The most active Trojan-Banker family in
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2024 was Mamont (36.7%).

“In 2024, financial phishing and scams in-
creased in numbers and reached a new level of so-
phistication, unleashing waves of attacks on users.
Fraudsters are increasingly leveraging fake brands
and services to get user data, and the popularity of
smartphones for financial transactions only fuels
their appetite. Looking ahead, we expect financial
phishing to become even more personalized and
targeted, focusing on exploiting vulnerabilities in
everyday digital habits, which will demand in-
creased vigilance and thorough approaches to pro-
tection,” comments Olga Svistunova, senior web
content analyst at Kaspersky.

Kaspersky recommends that users should not
follow links from suspicious messages, need to
double-check web pages before entering creden-
tials or banking card details. Turn on multifactor
authentication, and set strong, unique passwords.
Use a reliable security solution, such as Kaspersky
Premium, capable of detecting and stopping both
malware and phishing attacks.

Businesses should wupdate their software
promptly, paying particular attention to securi-
ty patches. Improve employees’ security aware-
ness regularly and encourage safe practices, such
as proper account protection. Implement robust
monitoring and cybersecurity solutions, for exam-
ple, from the Kaspersky Next product line. Imple-
ment strict security policies for users with access
to financial assets, such as default deny policies
and network segmentation. Use threat intelligence
services from trusted sources to stay aware of the
latest threats and cybercrime trends.

| APRIL, 2025



PAKISTAN'S NO, 1
FM RADIO STATIONS

ol

Rounds&clock

o6 69 160

.__J-—_—'»,- - J-;) 1] 4_,-—‘-1\_}5: Z k—/J“"} - a2 J‘JJ ‘_!r*—’))*ﬂ’ J‘:‘"!.',,HV’“JOJW )_:)Lc- '{_)‘*TL'

flare.mag@gmail.com 0323-9999999

WWW.FLARE.PK



Business Mews Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

UK first Isuropean

state to ban SIM

d *699# »-

b »

£ farms to crack down
on scam messages

This crackdown on SIM farms is a crucial step in
enhancing digital security and public trust. The
widespread use of SIM farms by fraudsters poses
a growing threat across Europe, where mass SMS
scams have seen a sharp rise

he UK Government has announced a ban
on SIM farms, making it the first such re-
striction in Europe. SIM farms are devic-
es that house hundreds of SIM cards and
enable mass sending of texts or calls at a low cost.
‘While they can have legitimate business uses, such as
managing IoT devices, they are increasingly utilised
for fraud and cybercrime. Criminals exploit SIM
farms to send millions of scam texts impersonating
banks, delivery firms, and government agencies, ac-
cording to the Department for Science, Innovation,
and Technology (DSIT). The ban, scheduled to take
effect later this year, follows concerns raised by tele-
coms regulator Ofcom. The government will also
introduce new measures to block scam texts that
spoof legitimate organisations’ sender IDs. Minister
for Cyber, Viscount Camrose, stated that the move
demonstrates the UK's commitment to “leading the
world in stopping fraud at the source.” Penalties for
violating the new rules could include heavy fines.
This crackdown on SIM farms is a crucial step
in enhancing digital security and public trust. The
widespread use of SIM farms by fraudsters poses
a growing threat across Europe, where mass SMS
scams have seen a sharp rise. In 2023 alone, the UK's
National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) reported
that phishing and smishing scams had doubled com-
pared to 2022. Without intervention, experts warn
that the issue could undermine efforts to build safer
digital econormies.
The ban also signifies increasing regulatory mo-
mentum in the technology sector. Other countries
may soon follow suit, particularly as the EU recently
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proposed new rules against unsolicited commumica-
a risk that legitimate businesses using SIM farms for
legal purposes could be impacted, the urgent need to
protect consumers outweighs these concerns. By tak-
ing decisive action, the UK is setting a strong exam-
ple for the rest of Europe to prioritise cybersecurity
over convenience.

Recent UK government data underscores the ur-
gency of the ban. Fraud increased by 19% last year
and now constitutes more than 40% of all reported
crimes in England and Wales. Lord Hanson states:
“T'wo-thirds of British adults say they've received a
suspicious message on their phone — equivalent to
more than 35 million people —which is why cracking
down on SIM farms is vital to protecting the public.”

Rachel Andrews, Head of Corporate Security
at Vodafone UK, shared that the company blocked
more than 73.5 million suspected scam messages
in 2024 and over 38.5 million in the first months of
2025.

“As an industry, UK telecoms operators have
blocked more than one billion suspected scam mes-
sages since 2023,” she added. “However, we cannot
fully tackle fraud in isolation; collaboration between
industry and government is crucial. It is a really im-
portant step taken by the Home Office, and we fully
support the inclusion of SIM farms in the upcoming
legislation.”

The move has been widely welcomed by both the
telecommunications industry and law enforcement
agencies. Nick Sharp, Deputy Director for Fraud
at the National Crime Agency (NCA), described
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the ban as “a vital tool to step up our fight against
fraudsters, target the services they rely on, and better
protect the public.”

Matt Stanton, Global VP at BioCatch, high-
lighted the scale of the threat: “SIM farms aren't
just shady. They're industrial-scale crime machines.
They pump out scam texts, power fake accounts, and
help fraudsters steal millions in minutes. Fraud is the
UK’s most common crime, exploding across Europe.
If other countries don't act fast, they leave the door
open for scammers. The UK just raised the bar. Now
it's Europe’s turn to follow.”

The new offence will make the possession or sup-
ply of SIM farms illegal without a legitimate reason,
closing a critical loophole exploited by criminals.

The penalties are severe: unlimited fines in En-
gland and Wales and £5,000 fines in Scotland and
Northern Ireland. The ban will provide law enforce-
ment and industry partners with much-needed clar-
ity and the legal backing to act decisively against
those enabling mass fraud.

l

Lord Hanson reiterated the government’s com-
mitment: “Fraud devastates lives, and I am deter-
mined to take the decisive action necessary to protect
the public from these shameful criminals. It marks a
leap forward in our fight against fraud and will pro-
vide law enforcement and industry partners the clari-
ty they need to protect the public from this shameful
crime.” The government’s approach underscores the
importance of collaboration between industry and
public authorities. Rachel of Vodafone UK noted,
“Collaboration between industry and government is
crucial. This is a really important step taken by the
Home Office, and we fully support the inclusion of
SIM farms in the upcoming legislation.”

The ban aims to set a precedent for other Euro-
pean countries, with industry leaders urging rapid
adoption of similar measures across the continent to
close off avenues for large-scale fraud.

By banning SIM farms, the UK is taking decisive
action to protect businesses and consumers from
sophisticated, large-scale fraud. The move is widely
supported by both industry and law enforcement.

Recent UK government data
underscores the urgency of the
ban. Fraud increased by 19% last
year and now constitutes more
than 40% of all reported crimes in
England and Wales

The expectation is that the ban moving forward
will serve as a model for anti-fraud strategies across
Europe. The UK is set to become the first country
in FEurope to ban the possession and supply of SIM
farms under new legislation confirmed by the gov-
ernment, but what is a SIM farm and how do they
work?

A SIM farm is a technical device that can hold
dozens, even hundreds, of SIM cards simultaneous-
ly. Criminals use them to send bulk scam texts, such
as phishing texts, to unsuspecting recipients or to set
up large mumbers of ‘verified’ online accounts.

These devices allow scammers to target people at
scale with fraudulent messages, significantly increas-
ing the chances of victims suffering financial loss. By
automating the process, criminals can reach thou-
sands of potential victims quickly and at a low cost.
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‘When you glance at the

=zz=(China geared to launch-==£z
world fastest 10 Gbps
network service

city located about 112.6 ki-
lometms smlﬂlwest of Bei-

na, the network is developed

The 10 G-PON technol-
ogy is expected to deliver
ultra-fast speeds, enabling
instant movie downloads
and seamless cloud gaming

Xiong'an, often referred
to as China’s futuristic city,
was designated in 2017 as
a testing ground for ad-
vanced technologies under
the vision of President Xi
Jinping. Now, it serves as
the launch site for China’s
groundbreaking 10G broad-
band network.

The 10G broadband net-
work can reach peak speeds
of up to 9,834 megabits per;
second (Mbps), making
it one of the fastest com-
mercially available internet
services in the world. With
such bandwidth, users can
download more than two
full-length 4K movies or a

playing “5G” means your
device is connected to this
cutting-edge mnetwork, of-
fering faster download and
upload speeds compared to
previous generations.

10G stands for “10 Gbps
Internet”, an internet plan
that delivers up to 10 Gbps
speeds. Sold mainly by fi-
ber optic internet providers.
3G stands for “Fifth Gen-
eration” cellular network,

Speed and efficiency.

Both 10G and 5G rep-
resent the pinnacle of speed
and efficiency in their re-
spective areas. 10G delivers
unprecedented fiber optic
internet speeds to homes
and businesses, while 5G of-
fers the latest in high-speed
cellula:rconnecmrity

Deploymgbothteclmnl
ogies requires substantial
investment in infrastruc-
ture. For 103G, this means
laying down extensive fiber
optic networks. For 5@, it

sogie 5 movie  swow The 10G broadband network can reach peak speeds. ivolves seting up a dease

one second.
The 10G network is ex-
pected to unlock new possi-

bilities that previously felt
out of reach. These include

of up to 9,834 megabits per second (Mbps), making
it one of the fastest commercially available internet

y of small cell sites for
coverage. Wi-Fi connects
devices like phones and lap-
tops to the internet without
wires in places like your

smooth, immersive VR/gervices in the world. With such bandwidth, users canhome or a coffee shop. It

AR experiences and fully
integrated smart city tech-

download more than two full-length 4K movies or a

works over short distances,
reaching your device from

nologies. a nearby router. 5G lets you

The network is also like- 1 1e 1 use the internet on your mo-
1o e networcis alo ke single 8K movie in about one second o e intermet on your mo.
mygfm 2019 when it was coined by the National Cable & @fﬁ_ » away from your
language models that rely on high-volume, uninter- ~ lelecommunications Association (NCTA) to signify WiFi and 5G can work together to keep you
rupted data streams. internet speeds of 10 Gbps achievable through cable  nected everywhere. Wi-Fi gives you internet in-

Currently, Xiong'an remains sparsely populated,
but it offers a preview of what a fully connected city
powered by 10G technology might look like.

Once the testing phase in Xiong'an is complete,
the Chinese government plans to expand the net-
work to other major cities, including Beijing, Shen-
zhen, Shanghai, and Guangzhou.

For readers, we try to understand the 10G vs 5G
as gateways to the internet, Wi-Fi, Ethernet, and cel-
lular data have become as essential as electricity to
our daily lives. Yet, despite their ubiquity, the specif-
ics of how these technologies work remain a mys-
tery to many. This gap in understanding can lead to
confusion, especially with similar-looking terms like
10G vs 5G.

‘What is 10G7

10G stands for 10 Gbps (Gigabits per second)
internet speed. Because most can only get 10 Gbps
speeds through a wired connection, it can also be
called 10 Gigabit Ethernet (GbE)

10G represents the pinnacle of current residen-
tial internet speeds, primarily provided through fi-
ber internet service providers (ISPs). Yet, when we
talk about 10G, we're referring to speeds up to 10
Gbps. This means that while the infrastructure and
technology support the potential for these blazing
fast speeds, user experiences may vary, with speeds
reaching multi-gig levels but not necessarily peaking
at the full 10 Gbps capacity

Despite this, 10G remains significantly faster
than the typical offerings, which often cap out at 1
Gbps or 5 Gbps.

The inception of the term '10G’ traces back to
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networks. This introduction set the stage for confu-
sion, primarily because achieving 10 Gbps speeds is
more straightforward with fiber-optic technology.
By 2023, the term took a more controversial turn
as Comcast began branding its Xfinity Internet ser-
vice as part of a “10G network”. This implied that
customers could enjoy speeds of up to 10 Gbps, a
statement that wasn't necessarily true in practice.
The use of “10G” sparked a debate, particularly

when juxtaposed with 5G technology, suggesting a
deliberate (and misleading) effort to position 10G as

superior.

The use of “l10G” sparked a debate,
particularly when juxtaposed with
5G technology, suggesting a
deliberate (and misleading) effort
to position 10G as superior

In October 2023, the National Advertising Di-
vision (NAD) urged Comcast to reconsider using
“10G” for its Xfinity network. The NAD suggested
Comcast clarify that “10G” represents a future goal,
not the current service. This move aimed to prevent
misleading consumers.

‘What is 5G?

Deployed in 2018, 5G is the latest advancement
in mobile network technologies. Unlike 10G, where
the number signifies the speed (10 Gigabits per sec-
ond), 5G stands for the Fifth Generation of cellular
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side buildings, and 3G takes over outside or when
you're moving around. Having 10G means your
home network can handle ultra-fast internet speeds.
And while not impossible, whether you can achieve
10 Gbps over Wi-Fi depends on several factors, such
as having 10 G-capable equipment.

You're more likely to approach these speeds
through a wired Ethernet connection, also known as
10 GbE (Gigabit Ethernet). Wi-Fi is typically slower
than wired connections.

Addressing whether 10G is twice as fast as 5G
points to a common misconception rooted in the
naming of these technologies. Simply put, the an-
swer is no, primarily because the “G” in each term
represents different concepts entirely.

In the context of 10G (10 gigabits per second),
the “G” signifies gigabits, a measure of data trans-
fer speed. This technology offers speeds that are ten
times faster than a 1 Gbps internet plan.

The “G” in G stands for the fifth generation of
cellular network technology.

Discussing 10G vs 5G is like comparing apples
to oranges. While both belong to the telecommumni-
cations spectrum (just as both are fruits), they serve
distinct purposes within the digital ecosystem.

10G excels in offering ultra-fast internet through
a phiysical fiber optic network connection, ideal for
homes and offices. It supports high-bandwidth activ-
ities and IoT (Internet of Things) devices.

On the other hand, 5G enhances mobile internet
speeds and connectivity on mobile devices. It also
supports IoT devices on the go or in areas where a
physical broadband connection is not feasible.
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known,” concluded with a strong commit-

ment by the globally recognised leaders,
policymakers, experts, and thousands of delegates
deliberating on a unified approach, consistency of
reform, the technology and investment landscape
for Pakistan. In his speech, Shahid Khagan Abbasi,
the former Prime Minister of Pakistan, emphasised

Leaders in Islamabad Business Summit
(LIIBS) 2025, themed “Navigating the Un-

? the importance of stability and continuity in policies,

with a particular focus on the need for privatisation.

] “Weak regulation has massively contributed to in-

creasing circular debt, and loss of investments. Sta-
bility and the rule of law are a must to take any step
in the future.”

Asad Umar, Pakistan’s former Minister for Fi-
nance, Planning & Development, stressed the con-
struct of true democracies and insisted that Pakistan
needs to strengthen its institutions. “The entire nation
seems to be in conflict. Pakistan needs to abide by
systerns. As a multi-ethnic country, Pakistan must pri-
oritize local governance.”

Sohail Aman, Pakistan’s Chief of Air Staff (2015-
2018) & Chief Executive Strategic Engagements,
Nutshell Group, provided the lasting message that
summed up the two days of the conference and creat-
ed a perfect hook for the next, “Pakistan belongs to us
all, and the Constitution is sovereign. Our collective
objective is to see Pakistan great, and we will contin-
ue navigating the unknown for newer opportunities.”

Earlier, global and local leaders converged in a
series of high-impact sessions on digital futures, re-
silient ecosystems, hidden markets, and economic
transformation. The following three addresses encap-
sulate the best practices of leading digital economies.
Michael Foley, Advisor at Watu Global, highlighted
the African Experience in Bridging the Digital Divide.
Building on inclusivity in digitalisation and talking of
data for women and informal workers in Pakistan,
he said, “Affordability is still a challenge, and private
sector-led initiatives are critical to build Pakistan
as a digital economy.” Prof. Michael Sung, Chair-
man, CarbonBlue Innovations &HorizenDigital and
Founding Director, Institute of Digital Finance Inno-
vation, Zhejiang International Business School Top-
ic, continued in the same stream with a focus on the
transformational potential of digital finance, “We are
entering the age of programmable economies — The
focus must be on the interoperability of these curren-
cies as they sit on silo ecosystems.” Maz Hussain,
Partner, Digital Lighthouse Leader, KPMG Saudi
Arabia, shared, “Pakistan has immense potential for
IT hubs — creating blueprints to harness the power of
Al and drive digjtal transformation. Enable innova-
tion, embed intelligence, and evolve endlessly.

Relevant to the theme of the conference were the
immediate steps too, and in the following panel dis-
cussion titled, What Matters Now, Saquib Ahmad,
Country Managing Director, SAP Pakistan, Iragq,
Afghanistan & Bahrain, being the moderator put
forward some very profound questions regarding the
future of Asian countries in the digital age.

The dialogue on Pakistan's economy and business
climate addressed the question: Is Pakistan ready for
a Turnaround? Moderated by Sajjeed Aslam, Part-
ner, Spectreco LLC, USA,
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LIIBS 2025 ends with
a pledge to prioritise
innovation, inclusion,

unity
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NAVIGATING THE UNKNOWN

Topic: "The Digital Future"

The Sum Waccessfully moera’[ed TIOI'

economic resilience

nutshell

Nabili, a globally recognised journalist and anchor with
experience at Al Jazeera English, CNBC, CNN, and
BBC. With a strong background in geopolitics, finance,
and global affairs, Teymoor’s presence ensured the
conversations were not only relevant but resonant

out of school or receiving substandard education.”
Ali kept the conversation focused on the dynamics
of economic impact: “We must uplift our people us-
ing technology. The painful process of fiscal consol-
High taxes with low enforcement is a recipe for an
informal economy to grow, we need to change this.”

The Summit was successfully moderated by Tey-
moor Nabili, a globally recognised journalist and an-
chor with experience at Al Jazeera English, CINBC,
CNN, and BBC. With a strong background in geo-
politics, finance, and global affairs, Teymoor’s pres-
ence ensured the conversations were not only relevant
but resonant.

As Pakistan moves forward, the call from LIIBS

it featured Muhammad Az-  British High Commissioner to
Pakistan, Jane Marriott, reaf-
firmed Britain’s long-term
commitment to Pakistan’s
economic growth, expressing
confidence that Pakistan could
become a $2 trillion economy in
the coming decades

far Ahsan, Pakistan’s former
Minister for Investment, Dr.
Amjad Waheed, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, NBP Funds,
Research, Business Record-
er. Azfar’s call to the nation
was aptly phrased as “Paki-
stan’s total FDI in the last
three plus decades, averages

2025 is clear: Navigating
the Unknown requires em-
bracing uncertainty as a
gateway to innovation, not
an obstacle to progress. Pa-
kistan must invest fearlessly
in its people, build allianc-
es that transcend borders,
and reimagine industries
for a sustainable and inclu-
sive future—navigating the
Unknown demands bold

on less than USD 2 billion,
and pales in comparison to India’s last year's alone.
We have to think as Pakistanis first, facilitate the
present investor and ensure long term planning.” Dr.
Amjad focused on the policy making, especially in
the realm of education; ““We have not invested in hu-
man capital for decades. The literacy rate in schools
is only 45%, which means that 45 million children
are deprived of education. 75% of children are either
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risk-oriented thinking, col-
laboration, and understanding of securing and inter-
preting data on continuous basis for setting and reset-
ting of the course as and when the global dynamics
change, as change is the only constant.

British High Commissioner to Pakistan, Jane
Marriott, reaffirmed Britain's long-term commitment
to Pakistan's economic growth, expressing confi-
dence that Pakistan could become a $2 trillion econ-
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omy in the coming decades. Speaking at the Leaders
at the Islamabad Business Summit, Marriott empha-
sised that the UK sees Pakistan's young and dynamic
population as a vital driver for future prosperity.

Currently, bilateral trade between the UK and
Pakistan stands at £4.4 billion. Marriott shared that
both nations aim to double this figure to £10 billion
in the coming years — and potentially raise it further
to £15 billion — through strategic partnerships across
finance, healthcare, education, engineering, and ener-
gy sectors. “Our collaboration with Pakistan is guid-
ed by long-term, strategic thinking and a shared be-
lief in Pakistan’s enormous potential,” Marriott said.
She added that private sector innovation and digital
transformation would be critical in driving Pakistan’s
future growth. Highlighting key initiatives, Marriott
pointed to the UK's role in the Reko Diq mining proj-
ect and clean energy collaborations, describing them
as crucial for Pakistan’s sustainable future.

She revealed that Britain is financing a $45 mil-
lion program focused on macroeconomic develop-
ment, power sector reforms, and promoting green
energy in Pakistan. Beyond trade and investment,
Marriott stressed Britain's broader commitment to
social reforms in Pakistan, particularly in education,
healthcare, and engineering. “The UK supports Paki-
stan’s development initiatives for both local and glob-
al benefits,” she said, underlining the mutual respect
and shared interests that anchor the partnership.

Marriott praised Summit organisers, especially
Agzfar Ahsan, for creating a vital platform for global
business leaders and policymakers to exchange ideas
on building a resilient and inclusive economy. She
concluded, “Britain is ready to play its part in helping
Pakistan achieve a stronger, more resilient, and inclu-
sive economy.”
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To ensure long-term performance,

the V50 Lite is also equipped with Smart

Charging Engine technology and offers a 5-Year Battery Health guarantee. It’s built
to withstand up to 1700 charge cycles, giving users lasting reliability and value
without the usual battery degradation over time

ivo has officially launched its latest smart-

hone, the vivo V50 Lite, in Pakistan, bringing

a powerful combination of style, performance,

and reliability to users across the country. Tai-
lored for modern lifestyles, the V50 Lite is designed
for individuals who want a phone that does more,
lasts longer, and looks good doing it. From endless
battery power to advanced imaging and rugged dura-
bility, this device is engineered to match the pace of
everyday life in Pakistan.

Available at amazing prices: the 4G variant is
priced at PKR 73,999, while the 5G variant is avail-
able for PKR 89,999. The V50 Lite arrives with the
biggest battery ever featured in the V Series, a massive
6500mAh Ultra-Slim BlueVolt Battery. Despite its

high capacity, the phone retains a sleek, slim profile
of just 7.79mm, proving that power doesn't have to
come at the expense of design. And when a top-up
is needed, vivo's90W FlashCharge powers up the de-
vice in just about an hour, letting users stay on the go
with minimal downtime.

To ensure long-term performance, the V50 Lite
is also equipped with Smart Charging Engine tech-
nology and offers a 5-Year Battery Health guarantee.
It’s built to withstand up to 1700 charge cycles, giving
battery degradation over time.

vivo has equipped the V50 Lite with powerful per-
formance options. The device is available in both 5G
and 4G variants, powered by the MediaTek Dimen-
sity 6300 and Snapdragon 685 respectively. Whether
it's intense gaming, smooth multitasking, or running
high-performance apps, the V50 Lite delivers consis-
tent speed, efficient performance, and reliable connec-
tivity. From streaming dramas to switching between
productivity tools, the phone ensures a searnless user

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

experience across all your daily tasks.

In terms of durability, the V30 Lite is ready for
Pakistan’s diverse environments, from dusty rural
roads to city streets and everything in between. With
Military-Grade Certification, SGS Five-Star Drop
Resistance, and a Comprehensive Cushioning Struc-
ture, the phone is designed to handle everyday drops,
knocks, and pressure. IP65 Dust and Water Resis-
tance adds another layer of security, protecting the
phone against splashes, moisture, and particles, mak-
ing it suitable for unpredictable weather and active
lifestyles. The vivo V50 Lite doesn't just perform well,
it looks the part too. Available in two variants: the
V30 Lite 4G, which comes with 8GB RAM and is of-
fered in Titanium Gold and Silk Green, and the V50
Lite 5G, which features 12GB RAM and is available
in Titanium Gold and Phantom Black, the phone
features a premium metallic High-Gloss Frame and
an eye-catching Glow Ring camera module. Its 6.77-
inch 120Hz Ultra Vision AMOLED display offers a
94.2% screen-to-body ratio. Whether watching vid-
eos, scrolling through social media, or editing photos,
the screen delivers stunning visuals with minimal be-

For photography lovers and content creators,
the V50 Lite raises the bar with a triple-camera sys-
tem that’s ready for every moment. Its 50MFP Sony
IMX882 Camera captures crisp, vibrant images even
in low light, while the 32MP Ultra Clear Front Cam-
era ensures stunning selfies with enhanced beautifi-
cation features. Portrait shots are elevated with vivo’s
studio-quality Aura Light Portrait and the 2x Golden
Portrait feature, which casts a flattering golden glow
on subjects. The 8MP 120° Ultra Wide-Angle lens
(available on the 5G variant) lets users capture expan-
sive landscapes or big group photos with ease. The AT

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Image Studio also makes post-editing more intuitive
with tools like Al Erase 2.0 and Al Photo Enhance,
helping turn everyday images into share-worthy con-
tent. vivo has also introduced intelligent features that
simplify daily tasks and enhance productivity. Al Su-
ing between Wi-Fi and mobile data depending on
network strength.

Tools like Live Text, Al Screen Translation, and
Circle to Search with Google help users instantly
translate, copy, or search anything on screen and Al-
‘bum Intelligent Classification smartly tags and orga-
nizes your photos. Album Memories automatically
turns your photos into video stories, while Intelligent
theneedformanualsortinﬁ.

In terms of durability, the V50

Lite is ready for Pakistan’s diverse
environments, from dusty rural
roads to city streets and
everything in between

Price & Availability

The 4G variant is priced at PKR_ 73,999, while the
3G variant is available for PKR 89,999 is now avail-
able across Pakistan. With exclusive first-sale offers,
flexible instalments plans, and special gift bundles
available at select outlets, now is the perfect time for
Pakistani users to upgrade their mobile experience.

From fast charging and smooth performance to
creative tools and durable build, the vivo V50 Lite
is built for real life, powerful, polished, and proudly
made for the next generation of smartphone users in
Pakistan. vivo offers a one-year warranty for V50 Lite
along with 15 days free replacement and 6 months
warranty for accessories.

vivo V50 Lite is duly approved by Pakistan Tele-
communications Authority and supports all mobile
networks in Pakistan. Zong customers can also get
12GB Free Mobile Internet by using their 4G SIM
card in Slot 1 (2GB Internet / month for 6 months).

For more details, please visit vivo's official product
page: https://www.vivo.com/pk/products/v30-lite
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Mobilink Bank, Daraz partner to empower MSMEs
through access to finance and digital enablement

Islamabad: Pakistan's
leading digital microfinance
bank, Mobilink Bank, has an-
nounced a strategic partner-
ship with Daraz Pakistan, the
country's largest e-commerce
platform, to accelerate finan-
cial inclusion, access to fi-
nance and digital enablement
of micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMESs) across
Pakistan. The collaboration
advances the two institutions'
joint vision for economic
growth at the grassroots level
for long-term macroeconomic
gains.

President and CEO, Mo-
bilink Bank, Haaris Mah-
mood Chaudhary, and Ehsan
Saya, Managing Director,
Daraz Pakistan & Sri Lanka,
formalised the collaboration
in Islamabad. Under the part-
nership, Mobilink Bank will
provide tailored financing so-
lutions (ranging from PKR
25,000 to 3 million) to Daraz-

affiliated MSMEs and women
entrepreneurs.

Through this alliance,
Daraz will offer a digital mar-

also expand its green financ-
ing initiatives to all Daraz em-
ployees and suppliers, offering
home solar and e-bike financ-

=

MahlinkBznk

e

T
MosilinkBank

%
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ketplace for MSMEs by allow-
ing them to showcase and sell
their products online. The
partnership creates a full-cir-
cle empowerment ecosystem
by coupling access to finance
with digital sales enablement,
thereby expanding reach and
increasing business sustain-
ability for small-scale entre-
preneurs. Mobilink Bank will

ing along with free banking
services to drive sustainability
and financial inclusion across
the value chain.

Speaking at the signing
ceremony, Mobilink Bank's
President & CEO, Haaris
Mahmood Chaudhary, said,
"Our collaboration with
Daraz offers two valuable
growth pathways for MSMEs,

especially women-led busi-
nesses: customized financial
access and digital empower-
ment to help them achieve
scale, resilience, and access to
an opportunity-rich country-
wide e-commerce market.
This reflects our commitment
to financial inclusion and de-
velopment of marginalized
economic segments through
access to finance and futuristic
fintech solutions."

Also sharing his thoughts,
Ehsan Saya, Managing Direc-
tor Daraz Pakistan & Sri
Lanka said, “At Daraz, we are
deeply committed to empow-
ering small businesses by
bridging digital divides and
creating new avenues for
growth. This partnership with
Mobilink Bank significantly
strengthens our ability to sup-
port MSMEs, especially
women entrepreneurs, by
seamlessly integrating finan-
cial accessibility with the ex-

pansive reach of our digital
marketplace. Together, we are
cultivating an ecosystem
where entrepreneurs of all
sizes can thrive sustainably
and contribute meaningfully
to Pakistan's evolving digital
economy."

The partnering institutions
plan to further enhance their
collaboration by launching in-
novative digital financial solu-
tions, including QR
code-based payment options
for Daraz deliveries, to en-
hance convenience and secu-
rity for end customers.
Moreover, Mobilink Bank is
exploring the rollout of cash
deposit facilities at local
branches to provide Daraz
sellers with greater flexibility
in managing their cash flows.
These are reassuring steps to-
ward strengthening Pakistan's
entrepreneurial  ecosystem,
digital integration, and inclu-
sive economic opportunities.=

TECNO CAMON 40: Personalized by

Lahore: The TECNO
CAMON 40 is not just smart
it’s intelligently personal. Built
with a next-gen Al intelligent
system, this phone understands
your needs before you even ex-
press them. Whether you're ed-
iting photos, writing messages,
or switching between tasks,
TECNO AI It provides intelli-
gent, behind-the-scenes support
like an extra set of eyes and
hands anticipating your next
move.

Need to write an email with
a more polished tone? Just ask
the AI Polishing Input Method
to do it. Want a summary of a
call? The Al takes care of that
too. At the centre of this is the
One-Tap Buttona shortcut to
everything. With a single click,
you can open the camera, mute
calls, activate flashlight, open
notes, translate speech, record
audio, and more. It's designed

to make Al accessible, instantly.
All of this works seamlessly
without interrupting your flow-
making the CAMON 40 a
phone that truly adapts to you,
not the other way around.

Clearer Calls, Smarter Con-
versations

TECNO CAMON 40

|

= o

brings a whole new level of clar-
ity to your voice callsno matter
where you are. The AI Full-
Link Call Assistant makes com-
munication effortless and

== -

intelligent. Using Voiceprint
Noise Reduction and powerful
LLM+LoRA models, it blocks
out background distractions
while enhancing your voice, cre-
ating the feel of a private phone
booth even in loud settings.

It's not just about better
sound. CAMON 40 can sum-

marize conversations, translate
calls in real time, and transcribe
meeting minutes s0 you never
lose key information again. It
supports multilingual transla-

Al, perfected

tion in English, Arabic, French,
Spanish, Hindi, Swahili, and
more ideal for work, travel, and
global communication. Cloud-
side and end-side Al capabilities
ensure faster performance and
higher accuracy across devices.

From call noise reduction
to post-call summaries and
even face-to-face bilingual con-
versation support, this phone
turns every interaction into a
smart, fluid, and globally con-
nected experience.

Shoot Brilliantly with AI
Precision

Creativity meets conven-
ience in the TECNO CAMON
40’s Portable Imaging Studio
your personal Al-powered pho-
-tography toolkit. Say goodbye
to group photo regrets and bad
lighting. With advanced AI,
background distractions are
seamlessly corrected. From
cleanup to creative enhance-

by design

ment, features like Al Eraser
2.0 and AIGC Portrait turn
every shot into a masterpiece.
Need to expand a photo that
feels too cramped? TECNO Al
can generate missing edges and
extend the image by up to 20%.
Want to experiment with looks?
AIGC Studio lets you change
hairstyles, outfits, and back-
grounds, transforming portraits
into commercial-grade visuals.

And it's not just for photos.
TECNQO AI can polish your
written content, summarize
your notes, and help you navi-
gate smarterfrom editing emails
to researching what’s on your
screen. It's a toolkit for creators,
learners, and everyday users
compressed into one smart de-
vice,

TECNO CAMON 40

Al that works with you, not
for you. Smart, seamless, and
simply smarter.s

VGO TEL Mobile wins brand of the Year Award 2024

Karachi: VGO TEL, a
leading national mobile phone
brand, has achieved remark-
able success, securing two pres-
tigious accolades: Brand of the
Year in the category of “Lo-
cally Manufactured Feature
Phone” and Fastest Growing
Smartphone Brand in the cate-
gory of “Smart Phones”. This
dual recognition highlights
VGO TEL's commitment to
innovation, customer loyalty,
and steady market growth, all
under the leadership of
Naveed Gaba, the CEO and

brand owner of VGO TEL.

Since its launch in 2007,
VGO TEL has emerged as the
people’s preferred choice for
affordable and innovative fea-
ture phones. Expanding its
horizons, the company ven-
tured into smartphone manu-
facturing, effectively
challenging the competitive
landscape of Pakistan's tech
market. Today, VGO TEL con-
tinues to lead with cutting-edge
technology and cost-effective
solutions.

The company has built a

strong reputation for offering
high-quality mobile devices

and tech solutions, all while
maintaining affordability. In

the past year, VGO TEL has
notably expanded its product
portfolio, resulting in a signifi-
cant boost in consumer base
and market share.

The Brand of the Year
award underscores the trust
and loyalty VGO TEL has gar-
nered from millions of cus-
tomers nationwide. This
recognition demonstrates the
company’s ability to stay rele-
vant in a fast-evolving tech en-
vironment, consistently
meeting the diverse needs of its
broad customer base.m
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GSMA calls for tax reforms in Pakistan’s
mobile sector in the upcoming budget

Karachi: The Global
System for Mobile Communi-
cations Association (GSMA),
a global association represent-
ing mobile network operators,
has written to the Govern-
ment of Pakistan urging tax
reforms in the mobile teleph-
ony sector ahead of the fed-
eral budget for 2025-26.

In a letter addressed to
Shaza Fatima Khawaja, Min-
ister for IT and Telecom,
GSMA highlighted the urgent
need for structural reforms to
support the telecom sector’s
sustainability and growth. The
letter, signed by Jeanette
Whyte, Head of Public Policy
and External Affairs at
GSMA, points to Pakistan’s
significant mobile usage gap
— currently at 59 percent, the
highest in South Asia.

“This means that although
mobile broadband coverage

reaches a large portion of the
population, about 74 percent
of those within coverage still
do not use mobile internet
services,” the letter explains.
The *usage gap” refers to peo-
ple who live in areas with mo-
bile broadband coverage but
do not actively use the service.

According to GSMA, mo-
bile operators in Pakistan are
overburdened with multiple
sector-specific fees and taxes,
which restrict their ability to
maintain service quality, ex-
pand coverage, and invest in
new technologies. The associ-
ation cited its analysis of 2024
data, which revealed that the
sector contributes around 42
percent of its revenue to taxes
and fees — 18 percent of
which comes from charges ex-
clusive to the telecom sector.
This figure significantly ex-
ceeds the South and Central

Asia average of 26 percent.

Despite these challenges,
the mobile sector in Pakistan
has made considerable
progress over the past decade,
with 4G coverage now reach-
ing nearly 84 percent of the
population. Mobile technol-
ogy has contributed to finan-
cial inclusion, education, and
job creation — key drivers of
socioeconomic development.

GSMA also emphasized
the economic potential of in-
creased mobile broadband
penetration, noting that a 10
percent rise could boost GDP
per capita by up to 2.43 per-
cent. The persistent usage gap,
however, remains a major bar-
rier to realizing this potential,
not only limiting economic
growth but also constraining
operator revenues and future
investments.

The organization warned

that the current tax structure
hinders affordability, espe-
cially for low-income popula-
tions, thereby stalling mobile
internet adoption.

“To close the usage gap,
Pakistan must undertake com-
prehensive reforms to reduce
sector-specific taxes and fees,”
the GSMA asserted. “A more
balanced tax framework
would promote digital inclu-
sion and enable maobile opera-
tors to invest in
next-generation technologies,
ultimately driving economic
transformation.”

The GSMA concluded by
urging the government to
seize this opportunity in the
upcoming budget to foster a
more enabling environment
for the telecom sector and to
unlock the full potential of
mobile connectivity in Pak-
istan.m

Al-Ghazi Tractors fined
Rs 40 million for mislead-
ing diesel savings claim

Islamabad: The Competi-
tion Commission of Pakistan
(CCP) has imposed a fine of Rs
40 million on Al-Ghazi Trac-
tors Ltd for disseminating a
misleading advertisement that
falsely claimed 30% diesel sav-
ings compared to competitors.

According to the CCP, the
company's advertisement incor-
rectly cited the Agricultural
Mechanization and Research
Institute (AMRI), Multan as
the source of the diesel effi-
ciency claim. Upon investiga-
tion, the institute confirmed
that it had not issued any such
certificate or endorsement to
Al-Ghazi.

The commission deter-
mined that Al-Ghazi's diesel-
saving claim was baseless and
unsubstantiated, amounting to

deceptive marketing that misled
consumers, particularly farmers
making significant one-time in-
vestments in tractors. The false
claim also included unfair com-
parisons with rival companies,
further misleading the public.

CCP Chairman Dr. Kabir
Sidhu stressed the serious con-
sequences of such misleading
practices, especially when they
affect small farmers who can be
financially burdened by decep-
tive claims. He urged all busi-
nesses to avoid collusion and
price-fixing, warning of strict
action against violators.

Consumers and stakehold-
ers are encouraged to report
cartelization and unfair prac-
tices to the Commission to en-
sure a fair and competitive
market environment. s

Businesswomen express
solidarity with the Army

Islamabad: Samina Fazil, the
founder and President of the Is-
lamabad Women's Chamber of

Army has upheld national dignity
and delivered a resolute response
to the enemy on every front,

i LW
Commerce
(IWCCI), said that business-
women deeply value the vital role
played by the Pakistan Armed
Forces in ensuring the country’s
security, stability, and sovereignty.
She added that the Army’s coura-
geous and professional response
has been a source of pride and
encouragement for the nation.
Under the leadership of Gen-
eral Asim Munir, the Pakistan

and  Industry

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the [slamabad Press Club,
she highlighted the Army's im-
pressive performance in a recent
confrontation, noting that they
have successfully delivered a sig-
nificant and decisive defeat to
India. Her remarks reflect a deep
sense of pride in the military’s
achievements and the resilience
exhibited during challenging
circumstances.s

Telenor Pakistan wins OICClI Women Empowerment Award

Islamabad: Telenor
Pakistan has been honored
with the prestigious OICCI
‘Women Empowerment Award
in the category of Work-Life
Balance and Integration at the
7th OICCI Women Empower-
ment Awards. Organized by
the Overseas Investors Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try (OICCI), the awards
celebrate corporate leadership
in advancing gender equality
and empowering women, in
alignment with the United Na-
tions Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs #5).

The OICCI Women Em-
powerment Awards have be-

come a flagship event, spot-
lighting organizations that are
driving real change through
progressive policies, impactful
programs, and a strong com-
mitment to fostering women's
leadership and inclusion in the

workplace.
Commenting on the
achievement, Areej Khan,

Chief People Officer at Te-
lenor Pakistan, said: “We are
deeply honored to receive this
recognition from OICCI. Qur
focus on work-life balance,
flexible policies, and continu-
ous support mechanisms en-
ables our employees, to
seamlessly integrate their per-

sonal and professional aspira-
tions. This award reaffirms our
dedication to cultivating a di-
verse and equitable workplace
where everyone has the oppor-
tunity to lead, inspire, and
thrive.”

As a modern and inclusive
workplace, Telenor Pakistan is
advancing gender empower-
ment through initiatives that
support women at every stage
of their careers. In partnership
with the Lahore University of
Management Sciences
(LUMS), the company has in-
troduced exclusive scholar-
ships for women pursuing
Executive MBA and Master’s

programs at the Suleman Da-
wood School of Business
(SDSB).

These integrated efforts
have earned Telenor Pakistan
international recognition, in-
cluding the UN Women
WEPs Asia Pacific Award and
the GDEIB Best Practice
Awards, underscoring its com-
mitment to equity, inclusion,
and progress. With this latest
accolade from OICCI, Te-
lenor Pakistan further cements
its position as a leader in driv-
ing gender balance and foster-
ing a progressive, inclusive
workplace culture in the coun-
try.m
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PSQO’s Shaheen
Program empow-
ers women
through mobility

Karachi: PSO proudly
celebrated the success of its
Shaheen Program, a ground-
breaking initiative designed to
promote women's mobility.
This pioneering initiative em-
powers women with compre-
hensive driving and bike riding
training, transforming lives by
fueling independence, confi-
dence, and self-reliance.

The Shaheen Program has
sparked a revolution, shatter-
ing stereotypes and empower-
ing women behind the wheel.
With 600 eager applicants, the
program narrowed down to
120 talented individuals who
underwent rigorous training.
Ultimately, 92 trailblazing
women emerged, armed with
newfound skills and their hard-
earned driving licenses.n

A FWIRN C LN
PPO launches A5
Pro in Pakistan

Lahore: OPPO, the global
leader in smartphone devices,
has officially launched its latest
smartphone, the OPPO A5 Pro,
in Pakistan, now available na-
tionwide. Designed to bring
super durability and reliability
with above-class IP69/68/66
water and dust resistance and
Military grade certification, the
OPPO A5 Pro delivers strength,
intelligence, and sleek style that
is accessible to all.

OPPO A5 Pro was launched
in an exclusive event in Lahore,
which brought together OPPO’s
Brand Ambassador, Fawad
Khan, OPPO’s Quality Ambas-
sador and Olympic Gold
Medalist, Arshad Nadeem, top
tech KOLs, influencers, OPPO
Executives, OPPO Partners, and
media representatives. The event
featured an in-depth briefing on
the OPPO AS Pro and exclusive
demonstrations of durability
features. The interactive experi-
ence zone provided attendees
with a hands-on experience of
the device.s

Pakistan automobile’s
sales down by 5%

Karachi: In April, automo-
bile sales stood at 10.6K units,
reflecting a 5% MoM decline
and remaining largely flat with
a marginal 1% YoY increase.
Cumulatively, 10MFY25 sales
reached 111K units, represent-
ing a 40% YoY growth. It at-
tributed to delayed deliveries
resulting from highway block-
ages. Additionally, subdued
business activity during the

Eid-ul-Fitr holidays further im- |

pacted sales.=
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Cybernet and Nokia upgrade Pakistan's network with a
1.2T-per-lambda backbone

Karachi: Nokia announced
that Cybernet, Pakistan’s lead-
ing fiber broadband provider,
has chosen Nokia's cutting-
edge optical transport solution
for its new long-haul optical
fiber cable (OFC) network.
This next-generation infra-
structure will power Cyber-
net's mnational backbone,
designed to deliver 1.2 terabits
per second (Thps) per wave-
length. In its initial phase, the
network will connect over 25
cities and deliver more than 50
Tbps of long-haul capacity.
This deployment will support
data center interconnect, enter-
prise and carrier networks, and
Cybernet's flagship consumer

broadband service, Storm-
Fiber.
Cybernet provides compre-

hensive connectivity solutions

across Pakistan, serving enter-
prise, corporate, and residen-
tial customers and offering
carrier and transit services to

international telecom opera-
tors. To support its growing
data demands and build a ter-
abit-scale infrastructure, Cy-
bernet is deploying Nokia's
1830 GX platform, integrated

with 1.2T ICE7 coherent op-
tics. The new network will ex-
pand capacity along resilient,
diverse routes and enable a

high-speed, low-latency terres-
trial backbone that spans the
entire country.

In addition to connecting
citiesm and communities

through Cybernet's digital

highways, the new backbone
will also support cross-border
transit services for carriers and
internet service providers in
Central Asia. By delivering
scalable, high-capacity serv-
ices at globally competitive
rates, this initiative will ulti-
mately accelerate Pakistan's
digital transformation and fos-
ter regional connectivity.

“By enhancing our net-
work with cutting-edge tech-
nology, we're able to keep pace
with our customers’ rapidly
evolving connectivity needs
and deliver a superior end-user
experience. Nokia is a trusted
technology leader with the ex-
pertise and innovation to sup-
port our modernization goals.
The 1830 GX-based solution
will form the foundation for
high-capacity services connect-

ing Pakistan—and the re-
gion—to the global digital
economy,” said Maroof Ali
Shahani, Chief Operating Of-
ficer of Cybernet.

¥Deploying state-of-the-art
optical solutions ensures net-
works are not just keeping
pace with, but even staying
ahead in the race to meet surg-
ing bandwidth demands. As
Cybernet prepares to modern-
ize its network infrastructure,
Nokia is proud to be helping
transform Pakistan’s connec-
tivity landscape with a 1.2T
backbone, seamlessly intercon-
necting data centers, powering
government networks, and de-
livering direct-to-home serv-
ices,"” said James Watt, Senior
Vice President and General
Manager, Optical Networks
at Nokia.m

Zong celebrates Chinese Language Day

Islamabad: Zong, Pakistan's
leading technology innovation
company, celebrated Chinese
Language Day by hosting an
immersive event that high-
lighted the richness of Chinese
culture and highlighted the
company’s commitment to fos-
tering cross-cultural understand-
ing within its diverse workforce.
The event brought together Pak-
istani and Chinese employees in
an environment centered
around language learning, cul-
tural appreciation, and shared
experiences.

Reflecting Zong's inclusive
workplace culture, the initiative
emphasized the belief that lan-
guage is more than communica-

tion; it is a powerful bridge that
connects people, communities,

cial spokesperson for Zong, An-
dleeb Aslam. Zong continues to

———

and cultures.

“At Zong, we are proud to
create opportunities that cele-
brate diversity and promote
global awareness,” said the offi-

champion initiatives that reflect
the values of learning, unity,
and shared growth, while foster-
ing deeper cultural ties between
Pakistan and China.=

Pakistan restores X access
after a 15-month ban

Islamabad: Following a
15-month ban that restricted
access, social media platform
X, previously known as Twit-
ter, is now fully operational in
Pakistan. Authorities have
confirmed that the order to
block the platform has been
lifted, allowing users to access
it without any limitations.

The ban was initially im-
posed on February 17, 2024,
shortly after the general elec-
tions on February 8. Officials
cited national security con-
cerns, alleging that the plat-
form was being used by
separatist groups and to dis-
seminate misinformation, as
the reasons for the ban.

The extended suspension
received widespread criticism
from civil society, journalists,
and digital rights activists,
who argued that it infringed
upon constitutional guaran-
tees of freedom of expression
and access to information. In-
ternational human rights or-
ganizations also called on the
government to restore access,
emphasizing the importance
of open communication in a
democratic society. While this
step indicates progress to-
wards digital openness, advo-
cates continue to push for
clearer policies to prevent ar-
bitrary restrictions in the fu-
ture.=

Airblue to
boost northern
tourism

Karachi: In a strategic
move to strengthen regional
connectivity and unlock Pak-
istan's tourism potential, Air-
blue, the country’s leading
private airline, has inaugu-
rated direct flights between
Karachi and Skardu
marking the airline’s latest
expansion into the northern
areas.

The new route, launched,
makes Airblue one of the
few airlines directly connect-
ing the southern commercial
hub of Karachi with Skardu,
the heart of Gilgit-Baltistan
and the gateway to the
world’s highest peaks, in-
cluding K2. Flights will oper-
ate twice weekly, with
bookings now open through
the airline’s website, mobile
app, and authorized agents.m

Jazz brings the iconic nothing smart-
phones to Pakistan for the first time

IIslamabad: ROX, Pak-
istan's leading youth lifestyle
brand from Jazz, has partnered
with Nothing, the London-
based tech company known for
its iconic transparent design

and cutting-edge performance, |

and Yellostone Technologies, a
leading distribution company
in Pakistan, to officially launch
Nothing’s iconic devices in the
country for the first time.

Through this partnership,
Pakistani consumers can now
experience Nothing's latest
products, including the ac-
claimed Phone (2), Phone (2a),
and CMF Phone 1. To mark
the occasion, early adopters of
the Nothing Phone (2) and
Phone (2a) will receive a com-
plimentary pair of CMF Buds,
along with the exclusive ROX
Insane Vibe Bundle that in-
cludes 200 GB of high-speed
data, 5,000 all-network min-
utes, and 5,000 SMS.

Talking about the mutual

partnership between Jazz and
Nothing, Kazim Mujtaba,
President Consumer Division

at Jazz, said, “Our partnership
with Nothing highlights our
dedication to bringing the latest
in cutting-edge technology to
Pakistan. As the mnation’s
largest digital operator, serving
over 100 million Pakistanis, we
are excited to exclusively intro-
duce the Nothing phones series
with ROX, our Lifestyle Youth
Brand, which shares a similar
philosophy with Nothing to

provide seamless connectivity,
superior performance, and an
unparalleled user experience.”

Aligned with Jazz's com-
mitment to innovation, this
partnership with Nothing sup-
ports the company’s shift from
connectivity to broader digital
services. As Pakistan’s leading
ServiceCo, Jazz serves over
100 million users through a
portfolio that includes fintech
(JazzCash),  entertainment
(Tamasha), digital self-care
(SIMOSA), InsurTech (Fikr-
Free), enterprise cloud solu-
tions (Garaj), and gaming
(GameNow), empowering
platforms that enhance the
lives and livelihoods of Pakista-
nis through technology.

The Nothing product range
is now available in-store at 10
Jazz Experience Centers across
major cities of Pakistan and
will soon be available for on-
line purchase via the ROX

App.m

SAP advances
digital expan-
sion in Pakistan

Karachi: SAP announced
the second phase of its digital ex-
pansion in Pakistan during a
media roundtable held on the
sidelines of its flagship SAP Busi-
ness Unleashed Innovation Day
2025 in Karachi. The company
shared key developments in its
mission to digitally empower both
public institutions and private en-
terprises across the country.

Saquib Ahmad, MD for
SAP Pakistan, Iraq,
Afghanistan and Bahrain said:
“SAP is with every customer
now. Qur new products cut
business costs and boost work-
force efficiency.” From cloud
migration to Al-driven work-
flows, SAP’s technologies are
enabling organizations such as
Pakistan State Qil (PSO), Pak-
istan Railways, and leading oil
and gas companies to stream-
line audits, enhance trans-
parency, and drive operational
excellence.m
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vivo X200 Pro

vivo V50 5G

Display 6.78" Display 6.77"
Front 32MP Front 50MP
Rear Camera 50+50+200MP Rear Camera 50+50MP
Battery 6000mAh Battery 6000mAh
RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
Memory Memory 12GB+256GB
DB secsesizes (Memory I
Charging 0w Charging 90W FlashCharge
vivo V40 5G vivo V40e 5G
Display 6.78" Display 6.77"
Front Camera:S0MP Front 50MP
Rear CameraS0+50MP Resr Camara 50+GMP
Battery 5500mAh Battery 5500mAh
RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB Memory 8GB+256GB
Charging B0W Flash Charge Charging 80W FlashCharge
vivo V50 Lite 5G vivo V50 Lite
Display 6.77" Display 6.77"
Front Camera:32MP y Front Camera:32MP
Rear Camera:50+8MP Rear Camera:50+2MP
6500mAh Battery 6500mAh
RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
12GB+256GB Morary BGB4256GH
Charging 90W FlashCharge Charging 90W Flash Charge
FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | ,2025.

Y+699# -

L ‘L_bh.!

QS#uol.-s-i SMS.9l

5y

o S yg i S2

e

I | | | WEFIME



=
*
i3
@3
e
%

b
b

L ;

=SwuelsS SMS s

25b

@alh.aig:.uw

B

M

2 4"

SCREEN

Big Sound

Bluetooth Dailer

¢ Torch Light
" FM Radio

MEMOBILE

L e

vivo Y200

MEMOBILE

6.67°

Front Camera:32MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP

5000mAh

RAM & ROM
8GB+256GB

80W FlashCharge

MAGIC B

Style that shines with a
Glass-Finish.

2000 Contacts
Capacity

Rs. 3,199/-

("

™
o

vivo Y19s

6.68"

Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera:50+0.08 MP

5500mAh

RAM & ROM
4GB+128GB
6GB+128GB

15W Fast Charge

Alarm

Micro 50 ™ Radia

Up To 32GR

Wireless
FM Radio

B 63 villaonpk

l VILLADN

VILLADN

i

:+-H‘"|P._'.—|:'.
o ;N

B wa £

wwwyillaonpakistan com
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Al Uh: ¥

Wi-Fi Hotspot

¥ 2.4 INCHE DISPLAY
~ STANDARD RAM

v 1450 mAh BATTERY
v DUAL SIM SUPPORT

Realme 12
Rs. 59,999

Chipset: Qualcomm Snapdragon 685
CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex
-A76 + 6% 2.0 GHz Cortex-AS55)

6.7 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP, (2.4, 24mm |wide], MP, Main
: Dual Camera 50 MF, f/1.8, 26mm (wide]
, JJLET, PDAFH 2 MP, /2.4, (depth),

5000 mAh
(Li-Po Nen removable)

RAM 8GB ROM 256 GB

AVADVANCE
“TELECOM

L. 6.75" Display
5050mAh D

K&} 1080p
Ram 4gb

Realme 7 Pro
Rs. 49,999

Chipset: Qualcomm SM7125 Snapdragon
- 720G (8 nm}, CPU: Octa-core (2x2.3
J GHz Kryo 465 Gold + 6 x 1.8 GHz Kryo 465 Sihver|

6.4 Inches Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 32 MP, Main: Guad Camera B4 MP

T . /18, 26mm (wide), 1/1.72°, PDAF + B MF,

/2.3, 16mm {uftrawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP,
ff2.4, (macre) + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth),

4500 mAh
{Li-Po Mon removable)

RAM & ROM 8GB + 128GB

SEGU S$25 Neo

Your Next.
Obsession

(2] i 13MP
_'- | EZI-?T':I.'- oy @ BrP Seifie

PKR 21,999/~

m 1;-.;|E.i-, .F? H £ _:w:u:.l;u.
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4000 Entries

SMS Capacity

2000 Entries

Display Size
28 Inches

Speakers
Super Stereo

+G99# ;-

1(5)

Contacts Capacity

siase puizy jesi

VGO TEL

—

Dcode Cygnal 3 Pro
Rs:26,999

b
S

be ’

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G37,
CPU: 2.3 Ghz Octa Core

6.52 Inches |PS LCD
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 8 MP, Main:
13MP Triple Camera

5000 mAh
(Li-ion Non removable)

RAM 4GB ROM 128GB

Se ol SMS sl

VGO TEL

1910

Battery
2950maAh

Display Size
2.4 Inches

Rear Camera
VCA

G'EIVE

|@ fvgotelpk

RGFIVEGSE

Slider itobile Pyoue

WAL CFIWVERPAKIS TAN.COM

E,'FI’VE #GFIVEGYS D{.‘-Ode B°|d 3 Prﬂ
EMART PHONE Rs=42'999

. SLEEK DESIGN AND

adny, ' T

_=.

L]

Chipset: MediaTek Helio
'1 G99, CPU: 2.3Ghz Octa Core
\
,J 6.7 Inches AMOLED
I Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: 16 MP,
Main: 50 MP Triple Camera
5000 mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)
it
RAM 8GB ROM 128GB
(N
= . 4
é

B
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INZVI INnfinix

MoOoOTE4O0Pro* (=]

RACINGEDITION

10D AN-Rouwnd

Dimansity T020 50 | 120825608 I 10EMP OIS |1Muﬂ.ﬂd 120Hz I
o it ST, b R PR

ARADILED Criapisy

Push the Limits
Embrace the Speed

= 2 m wavw inovitelecom.com.pk

Samsung Galaxy A24
Rs. 72,999

Chipset: Mediatek MTB7E1
Helio G392 {6nm) CPU: Octa-core
(2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-A76 +
6 ¥ 2.0 GHz Cortex-AS55)

6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 13 MP, Main: Triple Camera
50 MP, f/1.8, [wide], PDAF, OIS
+5 MP, £/2.2, (ultrawide),

1/5% 4 2 MR, f/2.4, (macro)

5000mAh

(Li-Po Non removable),

" 0le0] RAM 8GB  ROM 128GB

ZTE Blade V60 Smart
Rs. 25,999

~
Chipset: Unisoc T606, CPU: Octa-core
6.6 HD+{1612*720), 90Hz, Hole
Front: 8 MP, , Main: 50 MP
5000 mAh
RAM 8GB[4+4) ROM 128GB
vy

By

INavi

Infinix

SITIART 9

48-Month Guaranteed Joy

128GEB ROM | S5000mAH
4GB RAM BATTERY

8MP FRONT CAMERA
13MP AF REAR CAMERA

MOTE40Pro

BO6O@A

www.movitelecom com pk ﬁ ‘

Samsung Galaxy A15
Rs. 52,999

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G99
(6 nm), CPU: Octa-core (2% 2.2 Ghz
Cortex-A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.5 Inches, Super
AMOLED Touchscreen

Front: 13 MP, /2.0, jwide)
Mzin: Triple Camera: 50 MP,
/1.8, (wide), AF + 5 MP, f/2.2,
(ultrawide]} + 2 MP, £/2.4, (macro)

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

RAM 6GB
ROM 128GB
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Big
Speaker

Dedicated
Music Keys

2 Big

. Torch Light

WViGO TEL
kil

Xiaomi Store

Maithinked Aol e

Redmi 13

Scene hai 13

Rs. 31,999

Supports 33W Fast Charging

DINA/J

Standby | Up to 19 days

Mistore i

Processor
Helio G31-Litra

Xlaomi Store

Aaithaiinad RidHled

Redmi 14C

Rounded Design Aesthetic

Glamour at your fingertips

Battery

S140man

‘ Charging

1B Fast Crarging

Display ‘

L BE" Dok Drop Chisplay

Infinix Note 40

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G29
Ultimate, CPU: Octa-core (2x2.2
GHz Cortex-A76 & 6x2.0 GHz Cortex-A55}

6.78 Inches, AMOLED,
120Hz, 1300 nits (peak)

Front: 32 MP , Main: Triple
108 MP, £/1.9, (wide), 1/1.52°, PDAF
2MF, /2.4, 3rd unspecified camara

5000 mAh
(non removable)

(00| RAMBGE  ROM 256GB

VGO TEL

Smart
ST Rs. 18,250 |

—

4

f:f Octa--:;?re 1.6GHz

Processo

Chipset: Medistek MTETE5H
Helio G828 (12nm), CPU: Octa-core
{2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A75
+6x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.78 Inches, IPS LCD,
90Hz, 500 nits (peak)

_ Front: 32 ME, Main: Triple Camera 50 MP,
f/1.6, (wide), AF + 2 MP, £/2.4,
imacro) + 0.08 MP, (auxliary lens)

5000mAh
{Non removable)

Mél:nor_yj RAM 8GB ROM 256GB
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO PLUS

6.78" AMOLED 120Hz

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 108MP

16GD Ram+256GD ROM
(8GB+8GB Extended)

33W, Super Charge

5000mAh

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO

Biaaly 67 IPs LCD

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 108MP

16GB Ram+256GE ROM

RS-
Wbl (8GB+8GB Extended)

\Sielclien 33W, Super Charge

L4 5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20C

6.6" IPS LCD

Front Camera: 8MP
Rear Camera: 50MP

8GB Ram+128GB ROM
(4GB+4GB Extended)

18W, Fast Charge

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G

678" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: 50MP

SOMP {01 |MXBS0
Reqr; 20 105 Sk 1oa

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

\ieieliiel  70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh 5000mAh
TECNO TECNO
TECNO CAMON 30 PREMIER 5G TECNO CAMON 30
678" AMOLED 144Hz 678" AMOLED 120Hz
AT Front: 5OMP e ot Front: 50MP
Rear: o Rear: 50MP

12GB Ram+512GB ROM

L (12GB+12GB extended)

12GB Ram+256GB ROM

Ll  (12GBY12GB extended)

(elsen 70W, Ultra Charge Suciclicn 70W, Ultra Charge
5000mAh 5000mAh
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Import Data Smart Phones (importer Wise)
Insparter Narme iy aty Ami
FUTURE TECH APPLE 128 121,743
EMABLING SOLUTIONS (SMC-PRIVATE] LiMITED APPLE 10 4,568
CIT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
IPHONE CITY APELE o4 35,021
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE - -
SMART SOLUTIONS APPLE 5,716 1,687,504
AL NAFEESA ENTERPRISES APPLE - =
GNEXT SOLUTIONS [PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE = -
GNEXT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 2,261 2,794,160
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE 359 122,671
ACTION MOBILE APPLE 2 =
MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 246 97,563
MICROTEL TRARING APPLE 668 241,156
~M080 woBILe (PVT) LitiTED ases : :
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE & -
“LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN [PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE 1,992 2,088,919
WADAS MOBILES APPLE £ o
“MYSHA ENTERPRISES APPLE E =
“MAYYAR ENTERPRISES APPLE - =
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (FRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
M/S. € RIGHT MOBILE. APPLE . -
TRADE BATCH INTERNATIONAL APPLE =
MY REHMANI TRADERS APPLE 167 51,368
GHREEN ENTERPRISES APPLE : -
CORETECH APPLE - -
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION APPLE 9,139 3,048,818
USRA COMMUNICATION APPLE . -
PICK M SAVE APPLE - -
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE - =
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS APPLE 118 28,638
HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE - -
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE - =
UNITED TRADERS APPLE - =
INFOCOM GADGETS (PRIVATE) LIMITED CALME 2,000 40,000
FAYWA TRADING (PRIVATE) LIMITED FAYWA - =
5.A.0 COMMLUNICATION GOOGLE 1,088 96,897
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS GOOGLE 153 14,321
SMART SOLUTIONS GOOGLE 240 85,385
POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE] LIMITED HELLO TECH - £
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS BLACKMIEW 1 i ey
_ AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED SEGO 10,200 A66,700
D CODE = e
__sﬁlrr BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G 3,500 134,785
PICK M SAVE DIGND - -
I ALPHA ENETWORK [PRIVATE) LINITED M-HORSE - -
INOWVI TECHNOLOGIES HDNDB = e
_INOWI TELECOM [PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 121,100 11,091 286
_ ZENITH ENTERPRISE L INFINIX = =
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.] LIMITED INFINIX 13 2,090
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX o .
MAGBICELL [PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX : -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTROMICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX 101,000 6,547,174
CARLCARL SLRVICE (PW1.] LIBMITED ITEL a4 415
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (FRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 20,000 1,107,512
TECNC PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE] LIMITED FTEL z 5
TRANSSION TECNG ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 8,000 754,258
¥OUNG TECH (PRIVATE] LIMITED [TT] E =
5.0 COMMUNICATION MOTOROLA E -
TELH SIRAT [PRIVATE] LIMITED MOTOROLA g -
FORTLINE (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA 3 -
TFCNG PACK FLECTRONICS [PRIVATE] LIMITED NOKIA 10,000 500,000
SICCOTEL TRADING NOKIA 3 -
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES [PRIVATE] LIMITED INO NAME i -
LOGISTICS PROPEL IND NAME 2 [T
ACTION MOBILE NO NAME x -
A.5. TELECOM (PRIVATE] LIMITED NO NAME i -
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE] LIMITED ND NAME 4 124
PICK N SAVE NO NAME E -
E H (PRIVATE] LIMITED ~_orpo 63,000 5,947,000
" IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO 1,000 3440, 040
'-ﬁmﬁﬁm LIMITED 0 MOBILE 3 -
“"EXERT TECH [PRIVATE] LIMITED REALME 77,900 5,674,300
“EUNTON MOBILE TECH (PRIVATE] LIMITED REALMIE 16 4,800
TLOGISTICS PROPEL REALME 2 700
T SMART SOLUTIONS SAMSUNG 7 20,409
= NSAVE SAMEUNG g =
T5.A.0 COMMUNICATION SAMSUNG 651 136,851
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS SAMSUNG 75 20,371
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN (PRIVATE] LIMITED SAMSUNG ; .
GREEN ENTERPRISES SAMSUNG ; -
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 128,100 23,517,694
SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG E -
AR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD TECNO 20,000 1,567,251
ADVANCE TELECOR [PYT.} LIMITED TECNO ? -
TRANSSION TECNG ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED #3800 #,314,366
CORETECH = -
SICCOTEL TRADING 2 =
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.] LIMITED 12 2,245
EZEE SOLUTIONS 190 20,800
T COASTAL JADGE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED 285,300 28,503,000
S5H TELECOM [SMC-PRIVATE] LIMITED B 5
CARLCARE SERVICE (PWT.] LIMITER N -
1ROV TELECOM [PWT.} LIMITED = £
FOGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS = -
CORETECH 300 116,235
_ STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES [PRIVATE] LIMITED F] 1,300
1
TT 161,500
UMNITED COMPMUNICATION PU'I'_TLINHI'EE! -
TDEPLOY (PWT.) LIMITED 10,100
l.\l'EIII!EETBRANDE PAKISTAN PRIVATE LINITED 6,060
__EEMIE_II CDEE_E'RI\!AI‘E} LIMITED o -
Vi N -
20,838 10,323,526
!!ﬁﬁa l‘u'm
2,131 196,503
190 10,500
10,200 366, 700
3,500 134,785
E . L
HONOR = =
i 222,113 17,640,550
:::;E‘?Lm 28,004 1,862,225
KXD - =
MOTOROLA o >
NOKIA 10,000 500,000
NG NAME [ 124
OFPO 64,000 6,287,000
Q MOBILE = 5
REALME 77,918 5,679,800
SAMSUNG 128,903 24,005,325
_TECNO 113,812 9,883,862
el 285,300 289,593,000
VILLAON k 2
VEOTEL = =
X MOBILE 16,160 L]
KIADMI 161,803 13,205 455
ZEEKER - -
ITE - B
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B r a I n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolocommunication Lid.

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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POCO F7pro

Ultrapower Unieashed

* Flagship Snapdragon® 8 Gen 3
* Massive 6000mAh Battery
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POCO F7 Ultra

Ultrapower Unleashed

* Flagship Shapdragon® 8 Elite
* VisionBoost D7 Chipset
* 120W wired and

S0W wireless HyperCharge
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