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(oncerns

about salary
hikes and
public taxes

Pakistan heavily relies on loans from institutions such as
the IMF, ADB, and World Bank, as well as borrowing from
internal banks. The main source of revenue is taxes paid by the
general public, both direct and indirect, with little to no benefits
in return. Utility bills are burdened with numerous taxes and
unjustified slab rates, adding to the misery of lower and middle
-class individuals. The public, already struggling with poverty,
inflation, and unemployment, faces new challenges daily. While
securing two meals a day has become a challenge, the country’s
parliamentary leadership has seen a significant increase in
salaries and perks. A notification issued by Speaker of National
Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq revealed that the salaries of the
Speaker of the NA and the Chairman of the Senate have been
raised from PEKR 205,000 to PER 1.3 million, a staggering
increase of over 600%. Similarly, the salaries of MINAs and
Senators have been increased from PEKR 180,000 to nearly PKR
700,000.These salary hikes are not just financial adjustments;
they exacerbate the suffering of the poor. With over 40% of
Pakistanis living below the poverty line, the country’s economic
challenges are evident. Inflation rates continue to rise, making
basic necessities like electricity, gas, and petrol unaffordable for
many.

The youth are facing high levels of unemployment, leading
to a sense of hopelessness about the future. In such a critical
situation, the substantial increase in salaries for the national
leadership seems not only unethical but also cruel. The essence
of parliamentary democracy lies in representing the people
and addressing their issues through legislation. The public is
questioning whether their votes were merely to secure pay raises
for politicians. As subsidies for the poor are cut, the sick struggle
to access medicine, and children go hungry, these salary increases
feel more like a betrayal than a solution. The credibility and
trust of national institutions are at stake, and the government
must prioritize the well-being of the people over personal gain.
It is time for our representatives to focus on earning the trust
and support of the people rather than increasing their own
salaries. Reconsidering this decision is crucial at this moment.
Such a significant pay raise not only harms the public but also
undermines the integrity of our national institutions.

If the parliamentary leadership truly represents the people,
they must demonstrate solidarity with them, not exploit their
positions for personal gain. The government must reflect on its
priorities — serving the people or serving themselves. Failure
to address these concerns will only fuel public discontent and
erode public trust in the government.
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Al crisis

A trend has been traced among cluldren to access inappropriate
and objectionable content on mobile phones. Another
unpleasant aspect in this respect 1s children spending more
time on screens than on studying. Some youth misuse this
technology to steal personal information and blackmail others.
In countries like Japan and the Umnited States, artificial
mtelligence (AI) 1s replacing human workers, resulting in
widespread job losses. Some individuals are pushed into
poverty or harmful behaviours. Simultaneously, certamn
companies profit by producing harmful products such as
cigarettes and other mtoxicants, which only deepen societal
problems.

Iurge governments to safeguard their citizens from the adverse
mmpacts of AT and technological misuse, ensuring that people
do not suffer needlessly in the name of progress.

Imran Nasir. Hub

DC NanoGrids emerge as a
promising alternative

As solar photovoltaic (PV) systems are beconung more
accessible, discussions on effective energy distribution models
have mtensified While net metering has been the traditional
approach for mtegrating household-level solar power, DC
NanoGrids are emerging as a promising alternative.

Net metermg allows users to stay connected to the national
grid, exporting excess energy and drawmg electricity as
needed. However, its success relies on supportive policies,
stable mfrastructure, and consistent utility cooperation, which
can mtroduce uncertainty.

In contrast, a DC NanoGrid operates independently,
distributing 10(:3.]1}? generated solar power m its origmal direct
current form. This elmunates conversion losses from DC to
AC and directly powers DC-compatible appliances.

A typical NanoGnd consists of solar panels, battery storage,
a local DC distribution system, and devices like LED lights,
DC fans, laptops, and refrigerators. These systems muminuse
energy lc-sses lower mfrastructure costs, and provide energy
access in Gﬁ-g;rid or rural areas.

Despite these challenges, the transition to DC NanoGrids
reflects a broader shift towards decentralised, efficient, and
equitable energy systems—a crucial step in addressing climate
and energy disparities, particularly i developmg regions.

Dr: Intikhab Ulfat, Karachi

Impacts of social media on politics

In recent years, social media has become an inseparable
part of modern hife, offering platforms for commumcation,
mformation shanng and civic engagement. While it has
brought many benefits, one growing concern 1s its profound
mmpact on political decision—mak:ing_ Platforms like Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram have enabled politicians, governments,
and citizens to engage directly However, this influence 1s
not always constructive. One of the most concerming effects
15 the rapid spread of misinformation and fake news. Today,
anyone can post unverified content, making it easier for false
mformation to circulate. Politicians and parties have exploited
this, using social media to spread musleading narratives,
especially durmng elections. The 2016 U.S. presidential
election raised serious concerns about foreign interference
and the manipulation of voter perceptions via fake news. Such
distortions can deeply misgmde public opimion and lead to
nusinformed political choices.

Write us at: flare.mag{@gmail.com

In conclusion, while social media can support democratic
engagement, italso threatens the integrity of political processes.
To ensure it serves democracy rather than undermunes it,
governments, tech companies, and citizens must act decisively.

Hassan Tasawar, Islamabad

Expired food

Recently, when guests visited my home, I was sent out to
purchase fruts, vegetables, and soft drinks. While the food
was fine the drinks were undrinkable. I imtially assumed they
had turned warm, but upon revisiting the shop and checking
the packaging, I realised they were expired.

Unfortunately, such incidents are becomung common Some
shopkeepers knowmngly sell expired products at higher
prices. When confronted, they feign ignorance. These items
are hazardous—they can damage mternal health, cause skin
1ssues, and, in the case of expired medicmes, worsen 1llnesses.
I urge consumers to always check expuy dates before
purchasing anything. Health authorities must conduct regular
mspections and implement strict penalties for such negligence.

Public awareness 1s essential to prevent serious harm.

Ali Hassan, Kasur

Regulation of nicotine pouches in
Pakistan

Given recent discussions, it 1s crucial to take a broader view
on the regulation of nicotine pouches m Pakistan.

Pakistan 1s facing a serious tobacco use crisis, with around
25 nullion users, one of the highest rates globally. This high
prevalence not only impacts public health but also strams our
healthcare system and economy. Given that, 1t 1s important
to acknowledge that for many adult smokers, nicotme
pouches provide a much less harmful alternative to traditional
cigarettes. By promoting a switch to these alternatives, we can
reduce smoking-related diseases and alleviate the long-term
economic consequences of tobacco use. However, many adult
smokers are unaware of these options due to limited public
education and a lack of accessible mformation.

Waleed Akhtar, Lahore

Burdened festivity

On Eid, wealthy individuals frequent numerous shops for
shoppmg. In contrast, the poor struggle to afford even basic
clothes for their children. While Eid 1s meant to be a day of
joy, for many underprivileged people, it becomes a burden.
Affluent famulies celebrate in parks, bazaars, and other
recreational spots, while poor famulies often experience
pain and sadness. Seeing their children in womn or second-
hand clothes, some parents are driven to tears. For some, the
emotional toll 1s so severe that it leads to depression, or worse,
m extreme cases, suicide. The sense of shame and helplessness
1s profound.

Moreover, during Eid, poor families are often overlooked.
Eidi 1s often given to the children of the wealthy, wlile the
poor are excluded — a disheartening form of discrinunation.
Adding to their woes, prices soar during Eid, making
essentials unaffordable. For the poor, celebrating becomes
nearly impossible.

Ali Hassan, Gaddani, Karachi

We recerve too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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- Budget broadens tax

net by bringing in

Social media platforms operating across Pakistan
are now required to submit quarterly reports to the
government, and institutions processing foreign
purchases would provide detailed quarterly reports,
including buyer information. Failure to submit the
required reports will result in a penalty, and non-
CDH]]I}HE[HDE with tax payments by foreign companies

may

ead to the suspension of bank transfers

he government has recently implemented a

new digital tax law that levies taxes on the

earnings generated from YouTube, social

media platforms, and various online ser-
vices. Income from audio, video, and music stream-
ital sectors.

The law also covers telemedicine, e-learning
platforms, cloud services, and online banking in Pa-
kistan. Additionally, e-commerce websites, online
stores, and digital marketplaces will be subject to the
new tax regulation.

Banks and exchange companies involved in trans-
ferring payments to foreign compamies for goods or
services will need to deduct a 5 percent tax, which
must be deposited with the Pakistan national trea-
sury by the 7th of every month. Failure to deduct or
deposit the tax will result in legal action against the

Social media platforms operating across Pala-
stan are now required to submit quarterly reports
to the government, and institufions processing for-
reports, mchuding buyer information. Failure to
submit the required reports will result in a penalty,
and non-compliance with tax payments by foreign
companies may lead to suspension of bank transfers.
This imtiative is part of the government'’s efforts to
regulate the digital economy and ensure tax comph-
ance in online sectors.

2025-26 Federal Budget includes the Digital
Presence Proceeds Tax Act, 2025, which aims to tax
revenues from foreign digital platforms and online
vendors operating in Pakistan without a physical

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Presence.

In a major economic overhaul, the central gov-
ernment of Pakistan has presented a Rs. 17,600 bil-
lion budget for the fiscal year 2025-26, introducing
ators into the tax net.

The budget, presented on June 10 in the Nation-
al Assembly, includes sweeping reforms aimed at
2025-26 Federal Budget includes
the Digital Presence Proceeds Tax
Aet, 2025, which aims to tax
revenues from foreign digital
platforms and online vendors

operating in Pakistan without a
physical presence

One of the most striking proposals in the budget
2025-26 is the inclusion of YouTubers, freelancers,
and other digital content creators m the tax system.
Through the budget, the government also plans to
tighten enforcement for non-filers, increasing the
GST rate from 18% to 20% and hiking the tax on
cash withdrawals above Rs. 50,000 from 0.6% to
1.2%. These tax measures are expected to signifi-
cantly expand the revenue base.

Motorists may face higher fuel costs as the pe-
troleum levy is set to rise from Rs. 78 to Rs. 100
per litre, potentially generating Rs. 1,311 billion in
revenue. Additionally, a new 2.5% carbon levy will
be introduced, aligning with global environmental

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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The act includes a 5% withholding levy on pay-
ments made to domestic and international digital
vendors for goods or services delivered to Palkistani
COTSUIMETS.

The levy applies to physical and digital goods/
services, including streaming, cloud computing,
e-learning, consultancy, online banking, architec-
tural design, and other digitally delivered services.
Financial institutions are required to deduct the 5%
at source and report these deductions quarterly to
the FBR.

Platforms qualify for the levy if they generate
over Bs 1 million annually from Pakistani users or
have a significant digital footprint. Additionally, an
18% standard VAT is proposed for online market-
places facilitating the sale of goods and services to
standardise tax treatment and close revenue gaps.

The budget also introduces enforcement mech-
anisms such as track-and-trace systems, barcodes,
and tax stamps to ensure compliance. By leverag-
ing technology and data, the FBR aims to monitor
fectively.

This law is a crucial step in recognising the
modern economy’s realities and ensuring that glob-
al tech giants contribute to the national tax base.
Palastan joins other countries in implementing dig-
ital taxation policies to claim their share from the

While the OECD continues to negotiate a glob-
al tax framework, unilateral measures like this are
seen as essential for emerging economies facing rev-
enue shortfalls.

The law's success will depend on the imple-
mentation capacity of tax authorities, coordination
of global platforms.

Palastan’s economy is currently facing challeng-
es such as slow growth, high inflation, and unem-
ployment, with a strong dependence on imports. To
address these issues, startups can play a vital role by
creating jobs, attracting investment, and fostering
innovation. By supporting small businesses and in-
vesting in digital industries, Pakistan can transition
to steady progress and improve its position in the
global economy.

Startups not only contribute to economic growth
but also drive social change by providing essential
services, supporting gender equality, and empow-
ering marginalised groups. They create diverse job
opportunities, promote skills development, and en-
hance competitiveness in the job market. By nurtur-
ing a conducive environment for startups, Palkastan
can enhance its economy and society, benefiting its
people. Careem, a successful startup in Palastan,
serves as an inspiring example of how tech-based
services can thrive and contribute to econom-
ic growth. By leveraging innovation and strategic
and drive entrepreneurship in various sectors.

Building on this success and the growing startup
ecosystem, starting a small business in Palastan is
more feasible than ever with careful planning and
resource optimisation. Entrepreneurs can begin
withpractical ideas in areas like e-commerce, free-
lancing, and food delivery, leveraging digital plat-
forms for promotion and sales. Official registration
and credibility, while digital marketing and partner-
ships can help attract customers. By starting small,
products or services, entrepreneurs can achieve
sustamable growth. Programs and resources like
Kamyab Jawan and business training offer valuable
support for aspiring enfrepreneurs.

Indonesia’s success with startups demonstrates
the fransformative impact of digital innovation and
government support on economic growth and job
creation. Pakistan can emulate this success by cre-
ating a conducive environment for startups through
streamlined regulations, tax incentives, and access
to funding and traming. With strong support, start-
ups can dnve economic growth, boost exports, and
foster innovation, positioning Palkistan as a competi-
tive player in the global economy.

JUNE, 2025
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© Pakistan sets up
Authority to regular

trade in cryptocurrency

This move indicates a significant step towards
embracing digital finance and innovation in the country.
The PDAA aims to regulate digital assets to unlock a
$25 billion market, drive local innovation, and attract
international crypto investment

INSIGHT |

akistan has officially entered the world of

digital finance with the launch of the Paki-

stan Digital Assets Authority (PDAA)- a

regulatory body to oversee Bitcoin and oth-
er digital assets in the country. Binance, the world's
largest cryptocurrency exchange, has partnered with
the PDAA to advise on crypto regulations in Paki-
stan. This move indicates a significant step towards
embracing digital finance and mnovation m the
country. The PDAA aims to regulate digital assets to
unlock a $25 billion market, drive local innovation,
and attract international crypto investment. The Au-
thority will also ensure compliance with anh-money
laundering and counter-terrorism financing laws to
create a secure environment for investors. Pakistan’s
strategic move positions it as a potenfial leader in
blockchain innovation in South Asia, attracting glob-
al attention and investment. The country’s evolving
stance on crypto reflects a broader trend towards em-
worldwide.

The PDAA will also ensure that crypto transac-
tions comply with anti-money laundering (AML)
and counter-terronism financing (CTF) laws, creat-
ing a more reliable environment for investors. This
move highlights Palastan as a growing cenfre for
blockchain mnovation in South Asia, given its large
population. The country’s potential for crypto adop-
tion has caught the attention of global investors,
who see the opportunity for Pakistan to become a
regional leader in the digital economy, following the
examples set by the UAE and Singapore. The recent
establishment of the Pakistan Crypto Council (PCC)
marks a significant shift in the country's digital fi-
nance policy, underlining a willingness to embrace
crypto. The appointment of Binance founder CZ as
an adwviser through the PCC, along with the partner-

§38 <hip with World Liberty Financial (WLF), a crypto

company linked to the Trump family, demonstrates.
Palastan's ambition is for a prominent role in the

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

global crypto space. By engaging with prominent fig-
ures in the crypto indusiry and adopting a regulato-
ry framework aligned with international standards,
Pakistan is positioning itself alongside countries like
Singapore, Japan, and the UAE m fostering block-
chain innovation. The involvement of CZ and the
collaboration with WLF indicate Pakistan's strategic
approach to becoming a key player in the evolving
digital finance landscape. The appointment of CZ
as an adviser to the PCC reflects the government's
commitment to developing a competitive crypto eco-

The Authority will also ensure
compliance with anti-money
laundering and counter-terrorism
financing laws to create a secure
environment for investors.
Pakistan’s strategic move positions
it as a potential leader in block-
chain innovation in South Asia,
attracting global attention and
investment

system in Palastan. With a focus on regulation, in-
to leverage its large population, particularly youth, to
drive growth in the digital finance sector. This move
aligns with the country’s vision to establish itself asa
regional powerhouse for Web3, blockchain technol-
ogy, and digital finance. Despite initial reservafions
about cryptocurrencies, Palustan's evolving stance
on crypto, as evidenced by the formation of the PCC
and strategic partnerships, demonstrates a shift to-
wards embracing innovahion in the financial sector.
The involvement of key mdustry players and the gov-
ernment’s proactive approach to regulation indicate

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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a growing interest in leveraging crypto technologies
for economic growth and financial inclusion n Pa-
kistan.

The Ministry of Finance has announced the es-
tablishment of the Pakistan Digital Asset Authority
(PDAA) to oversee the cryptocurrency and block-
stablecoins, and DeFi applications to create a regula-
tory framework aligned with FATF standards.

Finance Minister and Chairman of the Pakistan
Crypto Committee (PCC), Muhammad Aurangzeb,
stated that the PDAA will work towards formalising
the country’s $25 billion informal crypto market.
The authority will also explore innovative applica-
tions such as the tokenisation of national assets and
the digitisation of government debt. These new reg-
ulations will not only address crypto assets but also
alongside emerging markets like the TUAE and Sin-
gapore, which have also established dedicated digital
asset regulatory bodies.

Binance is stepping up its commitment to social
impact with the launch of “Beyond the Boundary,”
a new community-driven initiative in partnership
with Islamabad United. This campaign goes beyond
the world of cricket and crypto to support Pakistan
Sweet Home, a transformative organisation provid-
ing shelter, education, and hope to orphaned chil-
dren across the country. As part of this inihative,
200 custom kit boxes will be distributed to children
at Palkistan Sweet Home by Binance and Islamabad
United. This symbolic gesture 1s about more than
just cricket gear — it represents solidarity, connec-
tion, and belief in a brighter future for these children.

"By stepping off the pitch and into the heart of
the commumnity, we're showing these kids that we are
with them — not just as fans, but as believers in their
potential,” said a Binance spokesperson. The Islam-
abad United team mascot will also join the event,
aiming to spread smiles and reinforce the message
of support and encouragement. The Beyond the
Boundary campaign reflects Binance's broader mis-
sion to harness the power of blockchain and crypto
for real-world positive change. While known for in-
novation and growth in the financial space, Binance
continues to lead with heart by supporting grassroots
efforts that empower underserved communities.

“Crypto is more than just markets and tokens. [t's
about impact, accessibility, and using technology to
uplift people — especially those who need it most,”
the company stated. Binance's collaboration with
Islamabad United has already brought fans of block-
chain and cricket closer than ever. Now, this partner-
ship is pushing boundaries off the field, demonstrat-
ing how sports and technology can come together to
make a tangible difference in people’s lives.

It 15 noted that the Google Wallet and Google
Pay officially launched in Pakistan, marking a signif-
icant step in the country’s digital payments transfor-
mation. The integration with local banks and fintech
companies 15 already underway, ensuring smooth
implementation. The launch is expected to boost
Palnstan's transition toward a cashless economy,
providing consumers and businesses with a simple,
secure platform for transactions. Pakistan’s growing
and government-backed financial inclusion initia-
tives make it an attractive market for digital payment
solutions.

Despite the prevalence of cash, the country's pay-
ments infrastructure is evolving, and Google Pay will
offer a fast, easy way for users to make payments,
transfer money, and pay bills through their smart-
techs will expand access to a wide range of financial
services, while open AP mtegrations foster innova-
tion in the fintech sector. Google Wallet will store
payment methods, loyalty cards, and other person-
al information, making it a secure, convenient tool
for users. The launch of Google Pay signals a shift
toward a cashless economy in Pakistan and sets the
stage for other mternational tech companies to fol-
low, further developing the country’s digital financial
ecosystem.

JUNE, 2025
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fter Sn Lanka, Bangladesh becomes the
second South Asian country to launch
Starlink’s operations successfully. Pala-

eyes to become the third country in
Asia to get Starlink internet service. Pakistan has giv-
en NoC to Elon Musk's Starlink, SpaceX's satellite
mternet service, to work in the country. Federal Min-
ister for Information Technology (IT) and Telecom-
mumnication Shaza Fatima Khawaja said that Starlink
services are expected to be operational by November
or December this year, implying Pakistan will be the
third country to get Starlink infernet service in Asia.

Starlink, SpaceX's satellite internet service, offi-
cially launched its operations in Bangladesh on May
20, 2025, marking a significant step towards im-
proved internet access across the nation. This launch
final approval for Starlink to provide satellite mter-
net services. The government’s Chief Adwviser, Mu-
hammad Yums, has even invited Elon Musk to bring
Starlink to Bangladesh.

The mtroduction of Starlink in Bangladesh aims
to provide high-speed, low-latency internet. It partic-
ularly targets areas with limited connectivity, includ-
ing rural and underserved regions. The service is also
an mnternet solution for nations, especially in times of
political unrest or disruptions.

Both packages promise unlimited data usage
with speeds reaching up to 300 Mbps. In addition to
the monthly subscription, users are required to pay
a one-time setup fee of Tk 47,000 for the necessary
equipment. This launch makes Bangladesh the sec-
ond country in South Asia, after Sn Lanka, to have
Starlink services. Approval of Starlink as a non-geo-
stationary orbit (INGSO) satellite provider serves as a
strategic move to strengthen digital inclusion across
“residential lite” Starlink plan in 15 states earlier this
vyear, SpaceX has quietly expanded it to over 30 US
states, including Alaska, parts of California and Tex-
as, and more of New England.

Residential lite costs $80 per month, which is sig-
nificantly cheaper than the regular residential plan,
which is $120 per month in the US. There are no data
caps, but download speeds are restricted to 50 to 100
Mbps. Subscribers can also face lower speeds during
peak usage hours. The company appears to have ex-
panded the lite program after it removed the waitlist
for Starlink's residential tier across the country. The
news highlights SpaceX's ongoing push to promote
reviews for its ability to deliver high-speed broadband
to rural and remote areas.

Omne factor holding Starlink back is its relatively
high costs, which previously included paying as much
as $599 for the satellite dish. However, SpaceX has

The engagement with SpaceX
forms part of Sheikh’s broader
engagement in California, focused
on strengthening technological
and economic ties between the
private sectors in Pakistan and the
United States

been aggressively cutting costs amid signs that Star-
Iink’s US growth slowed last year.

for free across parts of the US to customers who com-
mit to signing up for a year of access. In certain states,
the company is packaging the free dish offer with the
regular and residential lite plans. But in other areas of
the US where network capacity has been stretched,
SpaceX can charge an additional $250 “demand sur-
charge” for buyers.

To gear up the move, Rizwan Saeed Sheikh, Am-
bassador of Pakistan to the United States, has said
that the transformative potential of SpaceX's Star-
Iink, which provides internet access to remote loca-
tions by low Earth orbit satellites, can bridge Pali-
stan's digital divide.

The remarks came during Sheikh's high-level visit
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During the visit, the Pakistani envoy received a
briefing on the ongoing discussions regarding
potential collaboration between Pakistan and SpaceX,
particularly the Starlink satellite internet project and
broader satellite technologies

to the headquarters of SpaceX, a leading American
aerospace and tech firm, based in Los Angeles. He
was accompanied by Asim Al Khan, Consul Gen-
eral of Pakistan in Los Angeles, and other officials
of the consulate. During the visit, the Pakistani en-
voy received a briefing on the ongoing discussions
regarding potential collaboration between Pakistan
and SpaceX, particularly the Starlink satellite internet
project and broader satellite technologies.

“The Pakistan delegation was warmly welcomed
at SpaceX Headqguarters by the Vice President of Star-
link Global Business Operations and the Director of
Global Business Development, who highlighted how
Starlink’s low-Earth orbit satellite infrastructure and
SpaceX’s commercial capabilities could support Pa-
Instan’s digital transformation,” read the statement.
cially in underserved and remote regions of Palastan.

Meanwhile, the ambassador reaffirmed Pakistan's
commitment to promoting inmovation-led develop-
hope that contimied engagement would lead to tan-
gible cooperation in space technology, digital infra-
structure, and commercial innovation, read a state-
ment from the Consulate General of Pakistan, Los
Angeles. The engagement with SpaceX forms part of
Sheikh's broader engagement in California, focused
tween the private sectors i Palkistan and the United
States.

Despite frequent engagements, Pakistan, home to
one of the world's largest freelancing commumities, is
still awaiting the operational launch of Starlink.

Last month, Federal Minister for Information
Khawaja announced that the licensing process for
Starlink will be completed soon, adding that the sat-
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ellite-based internet provider will launch its services
in Pakistan by November 2025.

“Following the license issuance, we will com-
mence the mnstallation of the necessary equipment,
and Starlink will be available in Pakistan from No-
vember,” Shaza Fatima said while briefing the Na-

In March, Islamabad approved the temporary
registration of Starlink, paving the way for the launch
of satellite-based internet services in the country.
(CEQ) Egankn Matabane warned agaimnst amending
South Africa’s laws to favour those unwilling to com-

This follows reports that the government was
considering a proposal to bypass Black Economic
Empowerment (BEE) regulations to facilitate the op-
eration of Starlink internet services in South Africa,
in an effort to maintain diplomatic and commercial
relations with billionaire Elon Musk and the United
States (US). Musk previously crificised the country’s
affirmative action laws, which were established to ad-
from apartheid. He also repeatedly claimed that the
sole reason his company had not received a licence
to operate in South Africa was that he was not black.

In an interview with broadcaster Newzroom Af-
had been denied an operating licence because of the
entrepreneur’s race, and warned against changing the
country’s laws.

“Elon Musk knows that he is not telling the truth.
He is not getting the licence not because he is not
black, but becanse he does not want to comply with
the laws of this country,” said Matabane.

Matabane further emphasised that South Africa
should stick to its existing laws and said creating an
act specifically to accommodate Musk would not be
acceptable.
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Since Independence in 1947, Pakistan has had 17 army
chiefs. Munir is the second after Ayub Khan to be
promoted to Field Marshal. Ayub Khan became army
chief in 1951 and seized power in a military coup in 1958.
A year later, he promoted himself to field marshal while
appointing General Musa Khan as the new army chief

widely praised across the country and out-
side as a recognifion of bravery, loyalty,
and dedication to protecting the country under any
circumstances, even at the cost of his own life. Gen-
eral Munir, a true Muslim, has inspired others with
his fearless commitment and speeches to be ready to
render any sacrifice for the nation if called upon by
port from patriotic and loyal Pakistanis, who see it as
a fitting recognition of General Munir’s service and
leadership in defending the country against threats,
inchiding from India. The decision to elevate him to
Field Marshal has united the nation and shown re-
The Cabinet approved the promotion of Army
Chief Syed Asim Munir to the rank of Field Mar-
That short but intense confrontation had brought
the South Asian neighbours to the edge of the fifth
war after both sides launched missiles and drones to-
wards each other over four days in early May.
General Asim Munir has been promoted in rec-
ognition of his leadership of the army, with “exem-
plary courage and determination,” and for devising a
strategy to counter Indian attacks, said in a statement
from Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s office.
“In recogmition of his brilliant military leadership,

promotion of Army Chief Asim Mu-
nir to the rank of Field Marshal has been
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courage, and bravery, ensuring Palkistan’s sovereign-
ty and termtonal integnity and courageous defence
minister’s proposal to promote General Syed Asim
Munir to the rank of Field Marshal,” the statement
said. The Cabinet also approved a second extension
to Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Babar Sidhu,
currently in his fourth year as head of the Pakistan

FLARE REPORT JU
mittee (CJCSC), who convenes the heads of all three
services: army, navy and air force.

Although the CICSC role is open to any of the
three branches, only army generals have held the
post since 1997, with General Sahir Shamshad the
current incumbent in the role,

Since independence in 1947, Pakistan has had 17
army chiefs. General Asim Mumnir is the second after
Ayub Khan to be promoted to field marshal. Ayub
Ehan became army chief in 1951 and seized power
in a military coup in 1958. A year later, he promoted
himself to field marshal while appoimnting General
Musa Khan as the new army chief.

“A field marshal has his own insignia and his
own stick which he carries with him. A Field Mar-
shal does not have to respond to a salute, but instead
he only have to wave the stick to acknowledge it,”
Inam ul Rahiem, a lawyer and former military of-
ficer, told Al Jazeera. The first was General Sam
Manekshaw, who received the rank in 1973 for his
leadership during the 1971 war with Pakistan that In-
dia won and that led to the creation of Bangladesh.

“Manekshaw led their army in exemplary fashion
and the Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, after
the war, awarded him with the title of field marshal.
Although he retired from the position of army chief
in 1973, he retained the rank for the rest of his life,
and attended official events in his uniform,” Rahiem
said. The second was Kodandera M Canappa, In-
dia's first post-independence army chief. He was
awarded the title in 1986, three decades after retiring.

Cariappa, who led Indian forces duning the coun-
try's first war with Pakistan in 1947, was previously
in the British Indian Army, like Ayub Khan. In fact,
EKhan served under Cariappa in 1945 when they were
both posted in Waziristan, in present-day Palustan.

Palastan's army is considered the most powerful
across nearly every sphere of society. It has ruled the
country directly for more than three decades since
independence in 1947.

The army chief is widely seen as the single most
powerful position in Pakistan, often overshadowing
long faced allegations of manipulating election re-
sults to support favoured candidates.

Munir's predecessor, General Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa, acknowledged the military’s history of political
interference in his farewell speech in November 2022
but said that such meddling had ended.
itself mto the country’s economic affairs, with Mu-
Council (SIFC) with premier Sharif, a high-level
body created in 2023 to help investors bypass bureau-
cratic hurdles.

‘While Field Marshal Asim Munir has been at the
helm of the military, Pakistan's economy, which was
in a deep crisis in 2022, has shown signs of recovery.
Central bank data show foreign reserves hovering
just over $10bn now, while inflation fell from more
than 38 percent in May 2023 to just 0.3 percent in
April 2025.

And while criticism from Khan and his support-
ers had dented the muilitary’s popularity in recent
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Air Force (PAF), following

This promotion has received

years, the conflict with In-

a previous extension. dia has bouﬁtcd._ ﬂ:u: army’s
bYtI]: 2 statement Pumi““‘?d strong support from patriotic mg?““ma w’"‘”’“‘;ﬁ“‘“g MI._ -
Relations (ISPR), the mil- and loyal Pakistanis, who see it Asim Munir, who has

itary’s media wing,

has previously led both mil-

said he was humbled by 45 @ fitting recognition of General jtary intelligence and the

the honour and dedicated |\ [yinir’s services and leadership

it to the “enfire nation, the

Inter-Services Intelligence
{[SI],_thn country’s premier

armed forces of Pakistan, in defending the country against intelligence agency, can

especially the civil and mil-
itary martyrs and veterans”.

threats, including from India

continue as army chief until
his tenure ends in Novem-
ber 2027. But a legislation

“This 15 not an individual
honour but an honour for the armed forces of Paki-
stan and the enfire nation,” he said.

A Field Marshal is the highest rank in an army of
a country, like Pakistan and India, which follows the
British Army’s traditions.

In Pakistan, a full general — denoted by four stars
— is usually the standard rank for the Army Chief
and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-
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passed in October 2024 also allows for a second five-
year term. That second term is now increasingly like-
1y, suggested Marna Rashid, a lecturer at the School
of Orental and African Studies (SOAS), University
of London.

The promotion, she said, “almost certainly
means that Asim Munir's terure will be granted an
extension”.
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Riffat Mukhtar Raja assumed
the role of Director General (DG)
of the Federal Investigation Agen-
cy (FIA) on April 7, 2025, it signi-

fied the start of a challenging yet crucial mission
to revitalize a key imvestigative institution facing
deep-rooted 1ssues and public distrust. His appoint-
ment came at a critical juncture for the FIA, which
had been under scrutiny for internal corruption,
inefficiency, and its perceived failure to combat se-
rious international crimes like human trafficking.

The backdrop: FIA's decline and the scourge
of human trafficking

In recent fimes, the perilous business of human
uafﬁckinghaﬂcscalatcdinPakjstan,leadingtnm—
eral heart-wrenching tragedies. Over the past two
years, more than five boat accidents, claiming the
lives of thousands of Pakistani youths, highlighted
the sevenity of this issue. These young individuals
were compelled to seek illegal routes abroad for
better opportunifies, and disturbingly, complaints
of alleged collusion by certain FLA officials in this
illicit trade surfaced. The Prime Minister, following
these incidents, formed high-level inquiry commit-
tees whose reports underscored the negligence and
failures of former FIA officials. This grim backdrop
necessitated the appointment of an able, honest,
and decisive officer like Riffat Mukhtar Raja, who
was then serving as Additional Secretary Admin
and known for his unwavering integrity and excel-
lent administrative capabilities.

A champion of e-governance and transparency
at the Ministry of Interior

Riffat Mukhtar Raja is widely regarded as one
of the most competent, honest, and experienced
officers in the Police Service of Pakistan (PSF). A

Riffat Mukhtar Raja implemented
significant reforms in the Ministry
of Interior’s Visa Section, address-
ing widespread corruption com-
plaints and restoring transparency
and public trust in the department

significant aspect of his extensive experience in-
cludes his tenure as Additional Secretary Admin
at the Ministry of Interior. During this period, he
initiated the e-filing system within the ministry, a
revolutionary step that significantly transformed
its operations. Thanks to this modern system, the
Ministry of Interior now leads all Pakistani depart-
ments in e-filing, dramatically enhancing transpar-
ency, speed, and efficiency in official matters.

Furthermore, he implemented major reforms
in the Ministry of Interior’s Visa Section. This was
a department where corruption complaints were
rampant. Riffat Mukhtar Raja, with his unwaver-
ing integrity and reformative vision, took concrete
measures to eliminate corruption in the Visa Sec-
tion, thereby restoring transparency and public
trust in this critical department. His contributions
to the Visa Section will always be remembered.

A new era for FIA: Addressing challenges and
achieving success

Upon assuming the DG FIA office, Riffat
Mukhtar Raja's foremost challenge was to disman-
tle human trafficking networks and re-energize and
re-establish FIA's credibility, both internally and
externally. He immediately initiated the following
measures:

1. Uncompromising crackdown on human
trafficking:

Riffat Mukhtar Raja declared human traffick-
ing his top priority and ordered the FIA to adopt
a “Zero Tolerance” policy agamst it. According to
sources, following his directives, over 100 individ-
uals involved in the nefarious business of luring
naive youngsters with false promises and sending
them abroad illegally have been arrested nation-
wide. These operations have crippled this organized
crime and will play a crucial role in preventing simi-
lar incidents in the future.

2. Implementing accountability within FIA:

In a highly significant move, Riffat Mukhtar
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Riffat Mukhtar Raja:

A visiona

leader

spearheading FIA’s
revival and reforms

Riffat Mukhtar Rﬂ]ﬂ

Riffat Mukhtar Raja is widely regarded as one of the
most competent, honest, and experienced officers

in the Police Service of Pakistan (PSP). A significant
aspect of his extensive experience includes his tenure as
Additional Secretary Admin at the Ministry of Interior

Raja enforced a strict accountability system with-
in the FIA. Dozens of FLA officers and employees
found mmvolved in homan trafficking have been dis-
missed or face departmental proceedings. This step
is crucial for rooting out corrupt elements from
within the agency and ensuring transparency.

3. Eliminating anti-money laundering misnse
and blackmail:

In the past, there were common complaints of
investors being blackmailed and financially exploit-
ed under the guise of anti-money laundering inves-
tigations by FLA. Riffat Mukhtar Raja has devised
a robust mechanism to put an end to this practice.
Now, no FIA inspector or officer can issue any no-
tice without the prior approval of the DG FIA. This
measure is essential not only for curbing corruption
but also for fostening a business-friendly environ-
ment and restoning investor confidence.

4. Restructuring and modernization of the
Agency:

Riffat Mukhtar Raja also embraced the chal-
lenge of restructuring the FIA. Initial reports indi-
cate that his restructuring policy and accountability
system will provide significant relief to the public
and restore the agency's honor and credibility. Ac-
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countability measures have also been implemented
in banking circle crime, immigration, and other de-
partments. Conditions at the Torkham border are
also being improved to eliminate bribery and illicit
trade. To make the FIA completely corruption-free,
extensive use of e-paper and other modern IT and
telecom services is being made, which will not only
enhance transparency but also improve efficiency.

A new beginning: Hope and trust

Riffat Mukhtar Raja has assembled a strong
team of honest and competent officers, which will
yield far-reaching positive effects. His strong leader-
ship, unparalleled mtegrity, and concrete practical
steps have given the FIA a new direction. His poli-
cies and reforms will not only bring about a positive
transformation within the department but also pro-
vide the Palistani people with a sense of relief, as
they now have hope i an institution that will pro-
tect their nghts and ensure justice. Riffat Mukhtar
Raja’s tenure marks the beginning of a new chapter
in FIA’s history, where honesty, efficiency, and pub-
only restore FIA's lost prestige but will also set an
example for the rule of law and improved gover-
nance in the country.
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imilar to previous budgets, the government has

once again failed to provide relief to the tele-

com sector in the corrent budget, ignoring the

sector’s longstanding demands. The industry
had requested tax rationalisation, mchiding a reduc-
tion in Withholding Tax (WHT) on subscribers and
a nationwide cohesion of General Sales Tax (GST)
rates on services. The telecom sector also sought the
harmonisation of GST rates for services across Islam-
dbad Capital Territory (ICT) and all provinces. The
industry proposed reinstating advance tax as per the
Fmance Act 2021 to boost the purchasing power of
the consumer, as many telecom users fall below the
taxable income threshold.

The sector highlighted administrative challeng-
es posed by the current tax system, such as complex
for cell sites, which mcrease costs and compliance bur-
dens. The sector suggested verifying tax collections to
ease the burden on tax authorities.
rather than a minimmm tax to prevent companies from
a total tax rate of 34.5%, with 15%from subscribers
and 19.5% as GST on services. The sector proposed
reducing the WHT from 15% to 10% in the budget
and gradually phasing out this tax.

The industry also suggested extending the min-
113 from three to five years to accommodate the tele-
com industry’s longer payback periods.

Other recommendations mcluded removing reg-
ulatory duties on non-locally manufactured telecom
the retail price list, as they do not import goods for di-
rect sale. Before the budget announcement, Chairman
Telecom Operators Association of Palastan and CEO
of Jazz Aamir Ibralim made an urgent plea to the
government to ease the substantial tax burden on the
telecom sector in the upcoming fiscal year 2025-26
transcended its status as a homry, evolving into a vital
public utility alon to essental services like electricity,
water, and roads.

Spealking on behalf of the Telecom Operators As-
regime, characterised by a complex web of indirect
and advance taxes, is significantly hampering tele-
and slowing down innovation across the sector. Jazz,
as the counfry's largest telecom operator, is at the
forefront of advocating for these challenges to be ad-
dressed by the government.

Furthermore, the telecom industry
suggested adjusting the
withholding tax on services
instead of implementing a
minimum tax to avoid companies
having to pay taxes during unprof-
itable years. Currently, the sector
is subject to a total tax rate of
34.0%, comprising 15% from sub-
scribers and 19.5% as GST on ser-
vices. The industry recommended
decreasging the WHT from 15% to
10% in the budget and gradually
eliminating this tax altogether

“The telecom industry is being unfairly burdened
under a tax-heavy structure” stated Ibrahim. “Our
comprehensive proposals aim to coltivate a fair and
forward-locking fiscal environment that empowers
the telecom sector to coniribute even more effectively
to Palastan's digital future and overall economic pros-
pmtx?r:y tax relief proposals submitted
backing from Jazz, submitted detailed proposals to
the Ministry of Finance. Key recommendations for
the budget include: Exemption from Withholding
Tax: Seeking an amendment to the Second Schedule
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lessening tax burden
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Speaking on behalf of the Telecom Operators
Association, Ibrahim emphasised that the current
tax system, with its intricate network of indirect

and advance taxes, is hindering the growth of the
telecom industry. This system is deterring essential
investments and impeding innovation within the
sector. Jazz, as the country’s largest telecom operator,
is at the forefront of advocating for these challenges
to be addressed by the government

of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001, to exempt tele-
com operators from certain withholding tax deduc-
tions. Adjustable Withholding Tax (Section 153): Pro-
posing to make the 4% withholding tax under Section
153 adjustable against final tax Lability, rather than
a minimum tax. Abolifion of Advance Income Tax:
Calling for the abolition of the 10% advance income
tax levied on spectrum fees.

Restoration of Minirnmm Tax Credits: Urging the
restoration of the five years for carrying forward min-
imum tax credits under Section 113.

Reversal of Recent Changes: Demanding a rever-
sal of recent amendments that allow tax authorihes to
reject advance tax estimates. Elimination of Upfront
Tax Deposit: Seeking to eliminate the 30% upfront tax
deposit required for legal stays under Section 133(10).

Furthermore, the industry is advocating for the
alignment of customs valuations for telecom equip-
ment with international standards and a reduction in
duties on raw materials essential for ophical fiber ca-
ble mamifacturing. Ibrahim stressed that the telecom
sector is not merely a revenue source but is vital to
achieving critical national goals such as financial n-
clusion, expansion of e-commerce, advancements in
telemedicine, and accessible digital education.

He pointed out a concerning statistic: nearly 35%
of every mobile recharge is lost to taxes and duties,
and acts as a significant barrier to broader digital
adoption across the country.

Jazz also emphasised the urgent need to integrate
FPalastan’s large mnformal economy—estimated at a
staggering $100 to $140 billion—into the formal tax
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net. “Only a small fraction of this undocumented
economy needs to be formalized to significantty ex-
pand the tax base,” said Ibrahim, drawing parallels
with countries that have embraced telecom-led digi-
tisation and subsequently witnessed stronger revenue
growth and improved governance. In conclusion, Ibra-
him issued a stark warning: treating the telecom sector
merely as a source of revenue risks stalling Palastan's
digital progress and compromising its long-term so-
cioeconomic development. He urged the government
to adopt a more strategic and supportive approach
towards the industry in the budget. The GSM Asso-
ciation (GSMA), a global organisation representing
to reduce taxes and fees in the telecom sector in the
upcoming budget for 2025-26.

In a letter to Federal IT Minister Shaza Fatima
Ehawaja, Jeanctte Whyte, Head of Public Policy
and External Affairs for Asia Pacific at GSMA, em-
phasised that lowering sector-specific taxes would
make mobile services more affordable, particulariy
for low-income consumers. The association point-
ed ocut that a more balanced tax structure would not
only ease the financial burden on consumers but also
enable telecom operators to invest in expanding net-
works and upgrading to next-generation technologies.

According to GSMA's analysis of 2024 data, the
mobile sector in Pakistan paid approximately 42% of
its revenuie in taxes and fees, with 18% stemming from
sector-specific charges that apply only to the mobile
mdustry. This tax burden is significantly higher than
the South and Central Asia average of 26%, and sur-
passes tax levels seen in other regions.
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- PI'CL Group sweeps Pakistan

Digital Awards 2025 standing
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From emotionally resonant national campaigns to tech-powered customer solutions,

the wins are a powerful testament to the Group’s expansive digital footprint and

its ability to connect, inspire, and lead. PTCL Group has not only demonstrated its
ability to lead with creativity and customer focus but also its agility in adapting to the
digital habits, passions, and expectations of a new generation

TCL Group (Pakistan Telecommunication
Company Limited and Ufone 4(5) made
a commanding statement at the Palastan

Digital Awards 2025, sweeping the eve-
ning with an unmatched six wins across key cate-

gories. Recognised for both creative brilliance and
by capturing awards that reflected its bold, diverse,
and people-first approach to digital engagement.
From emotionally resonant national campaigns to
tech-powered customer solutions, the wins are a
powerful testament to the Group’s expansive digi-
tal footprint and its ability to connect, inspire, and
lead. At the heart of the celebration was Seenataan,
a stirning tribute to Pakistan's Olympic hero Arshad
Nadeem, which took home the coveted title of Best
Digital Campaign of the Year. The campaign moved
hearts across the country, blending world-class sto-
rytelling with national pride to create a moment
that went far beyond advertising. Rich in emotion
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and grounded m purpose, Seenataan underscored
the Group’s belief that digital platforms can be used
not just to sell, but to spark something deeper, pride,
unity, and belief in the power of our own.

Addmg further depth to the Group's achieve-

M @

......

ment was the recognition of the PTCL. Group My

Reward App as Best Discount and Deals Applica-

At the heart of the celebration was
Seenataan, a stirring tribute to

Pakistan’s Olympic hero Arshad
Nadeem, which took home the
coveted title of Best Digital
Campaign of the Year

gage with loyalty platforms, offering value, simplic-
ity, and seamless digital experiences. The Best Use
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of Bots award went to the PTCI. WhatsApp Bot,
which is redefining customer service by bringing in-
telligent, real-time support to users with just a mes-
sage.

Ufone 4G's Sim Lagao Campaign won Best
SMS Marketing Campaign, recognised for its effec-
tive, high-reach communication strategy to revive
customer engagement. The Free Unlimited Snap-
chat Offer took home Best Social Media Campaign,
celebrated for its sharp understanding of youth be-
haviour and ability to connect authentically through
culturally relevant platforms. Rounding off the
wins, Ufone’s Zalmi Women League campaign was
honoured for its commitment to inclusivity and em-
powerment, marking a progressive step forward in
how brands engage with social causes through sport

@ptel | wione
CELEBRATING 6 BIG WINS

With six diverse wins, PTCL Group has not
only demonstrated its ability to lead with creativity
and costomer focus, but also its agility in adaphing
to the digital habits, passions and expectations of a
enabling communities, rewarding loyalty or simpl-
fying support, the Group continues to redefine what
digital leadership looks like in Pakistan's telecom
and tech landscape.
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As part of vivo's three-year CSR. inifiative “Cap-
ture the Future” in partnership with SOS Children’s

Villages Pakistan, the vivo team marked Universal
Children's Day with a meaningfil visit to SOS Chil-
dren's Villages in Lahore.
among the children. Team members engaged with
the young residents, shared thoughtful gifts, and
provided a vanety of art materials to encourage
self-expression through creative activities. The day
was filled with smules, langhter, and genuine con-
nections, reflecting vivo's contimied commitment
to nurturing the potential of future generations.
Through this ongoing partnership, vivo remains
dedicated to creating lasting social impact by sup-

* ﬁ. b

© Spreading joy and creativity at SOS
Children’s Villages Lahore

porting and empowering children through educa-
tion, creativity, and care.

Fir*.‘ i

vivo launches “Capture the Future”

documentary highlighting dreams of

children

The heartwarming film showeases how vivo’s CSR initiative empowers children
through photography and videography, giving them a platform to capture and

share their dreams

vivo has unveiled a heartwarming documentary
under its flagship CSR. campaign “Capture the Fu-
ture”, celebrating the unique dreams and talents of
children from SOS Children's Villages. This mitiative
15 a continiation of vivo's long-term commitment to
empowering underprivileged youth through technol-
ogy and education.

‘Whether it's a budding artist finding new inspira-
tion in color and composition, a football lover cap-
turing his passion frame by frame, an aspiring archi-
tect exploring the beauty of structure and design, or
a nature enthusiast documenting the delicate details
of plants, each child 15 using photography and vide-
ography as a window into their dreams.

“We believe that technology is a bridge to oppor-
tunity,” said Muhammad Zohair Chohan, Director
of Brand Strategy at vivo. “Through ‘Capture the
Future’, we aim to provide tools and platforms that
for a better tomorrow.” vivo leverages technology
to foster aesthetic learning, encouraging children to

The newly released “Capture the Future” docu-
of children who have found new purpose and confi-
dence through “Capture the Future” mitiative. These
children from SOS Children's Villages have been giv-
en more than just access to latest technology, they've
been handed a powerful tool for self-expression and
ative puidance, these young minds are learning to see
the world and themselves in new ways.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |
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Together, their stories reflect how vivo's support
is helping them explore their interests, build confi-
dence, and dream beyond their circumstances, one
frame at a time. These real stories reflect how vivo’s
support has gone beyond resources murturing self-ex-
pression, creativity, and confidence in children who
are often overlooked. The campaign's core belief,
that every child deserves the opportunity to dream
and be heard, comes to life through this visual nar-
rative.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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A
observe everyday moments, engage with their sur-
The documentary serves as both a celebration
and a call to action to recognize the power of creativ-
ity and to confinue supporting the potential of every
child, regardless of background.
VivD invites everyone to watch, share, and sup-
port this powerful video, and join hands in creating a

| JUNE, 20125
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" Philips Mobile returns to
Pakistan in collaboration with
Advance Telecom

ation aims to introduce Philips Mobile’s innovative products to the

Pakistani market, providing consumers with access to cutting-edge technology
and high-quality mobile devices. The partnership between Philips Mobile and
Advance Telecom is set to boost the mobile experience for Pakistani consumers
and strengthen Philips Mobile’s position in the region

hilips Mobile has officially entered the

competitive Pakistani market by signing

a significant distribution agreement with

Advance Telecom Palkistan. This partner-
ship will involve Advance Telecom distributing
Philips’ full range of mobile devices, including fea-
ture phones and the latest smartphones, throngh-
out the country.

To celebrate this milestone, a grand launch
event took place in Karachi, attracting a large
mumber of prominent figures, including Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO) Rizwan Majee,d Advance
Telecom and other senior officials from the com-
pany were among the attendees. The event also
witnessed the enthusiastic participation of key

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

mobile phone dealers from different regions of
Pakistan, highlighting the widespread interest in
Phjli?s‘ re-entry into the market.

To celebrate this milestone, a
grand launch event took place in
Karachi, attracting a large number
of prominent figures, including
CEO Rizwan Majeed, Advance
Telecom, and other senior officials
from the company were among
the attendees

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Senior representatives from Philips Mobile
Phone Company addressed the media at the event,
outlining their ambitious plans for the Pakistami
market. They emphasised their commitment to
making significant investments in the country
through Advance Telecom. “We are dedicated to
offering affordable, high-quality mobile phones
to the Pakistani public,” stated one official. Rec-
ognising the competitive landscape in the Paki-
stani mobile phone market, the officials further
explained, “We understand the intense competi-
tion in the market. However, we are determined to
provide superior quality services and cutting-edge
mobile phones at competitive prices to the people
of Pakistan.”

JUNE, 2025



EVENT | FLARE REPORT

Free download: flare.pk

LR

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | JUNE, 2025



o

1) dIMOdE3dNS I3

Business News Magazine

Flare: Introduce yourself and share your vision

Javed Tariq: I'm Javed Tariq with 15 years of ex-
perience in hospitality. My goal is to redefine nxury
hospitality in Lahore, Pakistan, by providing cultur-
ally immersive and consistently exceptional guest
experiences. I aim to make every stay a chenished
memory and every guest an ambassador of Royal
Swriss Lahore.

Flare: What inspired you to pursue a career in
hospitality?

Javed Tariq: I chose hospitality because I enjoy
mteracting with people, delivering excellent service,
demonstrating leadership, and problem-solving. It's
more than just a business to me; it's about combining
strategy with storytelling, data with emotions, and
global standards with local culture. Representing
excellence, warmth, and innovation at Royal Swiss
Lahore is a deep-seated value for me.

|
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Flare: How do you see the hospitality sector in
Pakistan coniributing to global tourism?

Javed Tariq: Palastan's hospitality sector plays a
vital role in promoting global and national tourism
through service excellence, cultural representation,
become a top global destination, the sector needs
stronger branding, public -private collaboration, and
consistent global outreach.

Flare: What challenges do you face in enhanc-
ing puest experiences today?

Javed Tariq: Meeting rising expectations for
ng service quality amidst staff turnover, integrating
technology without losing the human touch, man-

Javed Tariq: Guests now expect personalized,
seamless, and technology -enabled experiences with
high standards for speed, sustainability, and health
safety. They value privacy and immersive experi-
ences over traditional houry. Meeting these expec-
tations is challenging due to staffing shortages, cost
pressures, and outdated systems.

Flare: What role does technology play in en-
hancing puest experiences?

Javed Tariq: Technology enhances guest experi-
ences by offering personalization, convenience, effi-
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Pakistan’s hospitality
sector plays a vital
role in promoting
global and national
tourism through
service excellence

ROYAL SWISS

LAHORE

3D TARIQ.
| Marketig

Lahore
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Thank you for taking the time to interview with Flare
Magazine despite your busy schedule. During our
conversation, you mentioned that you chose a career in
hospitality because you enjoy interacting with people,
providing top-notch service, showecasing leadership
skills, and solving problems. To you, it’s not just a
business - it's about blending strategy with storytelling,
data with emotions, and global standards with local
culture. Upholding excellence, warmth, and innovation
at Royal Swiss Lahore is a core value that you hold dear

ciency, mobile check-in, smart room controls virtual
support, improved commmnicafion, contactless ser-
data analytics, sustainability, and a seamless, com-
fortable, responsible guest expenience.

Flare: How do you view the increase in hotel
taxes in the indnstry?

Javed Tariq: Increasing taxes can fund local
projects like environmental protection and infra-
structure, supporting sustainable tourism. However,
higher taxes may raise costs for hotels and guests,
potentially reducing demand and impacting the in-
dustry. Transparency and clear communication are
key to ensuring the benefits outweigh the negatives.

Flare: What lessons have you learned from the
retail and restanrant industries that you've applied
to hospitality?

Javed Tariq: Working in the hotel industry has
improved my skills in prionfization, problem-solv-
ing, effechive commumnication., and staying calm und
€T Pressure.

Flare: Any message for Flare readers?

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Javed Tariq: Hospitality is centered around
teamwork, welcoming attitudes, and constant smiles,
with everyone working together towards common
objectives.

This fosters a supportive environment where col-
leagues are always ready to assist each other, making

My goal is to redefine luxury
hospitality in Lahore, Pakistan,
by providing culturally immersive
and consistently exceptional guest
experiences. | aim to make every
stay a cherished memory and
every guest an ambassador of
Royal Swiss Lahore
you feel respected and esteemed. The primary focus
in any hospitality role is to meet customer needs and

guarantee a flawless experience.
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PTA officials stealing

genuine IMIuls causing
immense losses to
handset makers

The Pakistan Mobile Phone Manufacturers Association (PMPMA) is facing a critical
situation as it struggles to protect legitimate businesses and consumers amidst a growing
IMET crisis. Mobile phone manufacturers are concerned about this problem, which is
adversely affecting their domestic and international business operations and investments.
The body has urged the Chairman of the PTA to block unauthorised IMEIs and not those
associated with legitimate duty-paid phones. However, the PTA has not made significant
changes. It 1s unclear how these IME]Is are being stolen from the PTA system and
transferred to high-end phones. There is a possibility that PTA officials, with the assistance
of external individuals, are involved in this IMEI business. All officers overseeing this sector
should be held accountable under the law and immediately taken into custody and
prosecuted. Lawfully imported and duty-paid phones are being blocked due to incorrect
IMET usage, leading to frustration among customers to seek complete replacements rather
than technical solutions. This situation is causing financial strain on manufacturers and
retailers. PMPMA members are grappling with a growing issue, as duty-paid, genuine
handsets are being arbitrarily blocked due to widespread IMEI irregularities
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he Pakistan Mobile Phone Manufacturers
Association (PMPMA), representing 33
mobile phone brands, is currently facing
a serious issue related to fake and cloned
handsets in the country. Despite being a significant
player in the transformation of Pakistan's technol-
ogy sector and contributing to the creation of over
40,000 jobs, as well as fulfilling 95% of the nation's
demand for 2G, 3G, and 4G phones, PMPMA
members are facing challenges due to duty-paid, au-
thentic handsets being blocked by the PTA because
of IMET irregularnities. The crux of the problem lies
with the Inter-
national Mo-
bile Equipment
Identity (IMET)
system, a
unique 15-digit
code designed
to wverify a
phone's au-
thenticity and
combat theft,
smuggling, and
counterfeit de-
vices. Howev-
er, a systemic
flaw, coupled with alleged illicit activities, creates
a paradox where lawfully imported and tax-compli-
ant phones are being mistakenly blacklisted.
“Mobile phones that are lawfully imported and
duty-paid are being blocked due to incorrect IMEI
usage,” PMPMA revealed. This has resulted in a
wave of frustrated customers demanding complete
replacements instead of technical solutions, impos-
ing significant financial burdens on manufacturers
and retailers alike,
A growing crisis: Legitimate phones canght in
the crossfire
Manufacturers across the country are greatly
concerned by this situation, which has negatively
impacted their domestic and global business pros-
pects, as well as investment. The PMPMA, led by
Chairman Abdul Rehman, Senior Vice Chairman
Mugzaffar H. Piracha, Vice Chairman Aamir Alla-
walam, and Deputy Vice Chairman Zeeshan Mia-
noor, has strongly condemned the ongoing IMEI
1ssues. The organisation has urged the Chairman of
the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
to adopt a targeted approach, blocking only truly
unauthorised
IMEIs rather
than those as-
sociated with
legitimate du-
= ty-paid phones.
In a candid
letter addressed
to the PTA

Shehbaz Sharif
Prime Mintster of Pakistan

\

Major General (R)
Hafeez Ur Rehman,

Chairmian FTA

Pakistan's eco-
nomic growth, including their collective ambition
to integrate into the global supply chain, specifical-
ly aiming to relocate $128 million worth of mobile
phone exports from China to Pakistan. They reaf-
firmed their commitment to contributing over PKR.
75 billion to the national exchequer in the coming
year.

“We have encountered multiple instances where
officially duty-paid and compliant phones have
become non-compliant due to unauthorised IMEI
usage,” the letter elaborated. While the PTA offers
IMET pairing as a resolution, many customers reject
this technical fix, demanding costly replacements.
“This situation has caused significant financial bur-
dens for both our company and the brand princi-
pal, as we bear the full replacement cost despite not
altering the IMET of blocked devices.” The ripple
effect extends to retailers, who are increasingly re-
luctant to sell duty-paid compliant phones due to
the inherent risk of IMEI blocking, leading to cus-
tomer dissatisfaction, heated disputes, and unrest at

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

retail stores.

Allegations of internal complicity and a call
for investigation

The PMPMA's frustration is compounded by
alarming new revelations. Sources within the PTA
have indicated that IMFEI cloning, a rampant illic-
it activity, may involve senior PTA officials and a
consultant overseeing this very sector. When ap-
proached for comment on these grave allegations,
PMPMA officials expressed profound concern.
“The situation is extremely dire,” stated a PMPMA
official, who wished to remain anonymous due to
the sensitivity of the matter. “Despite our repeated
letters, the PTA has taken no substantial action. It
1s beyond our comprehension how these IMEIs are
being stolen from the PTA system and then trans-
ferred to high-end phones,” they made this disclo-
sSure.

PMPMA Chairman Abdul
Rehman, Senior Vice
Chairman Muzaffar H. Piracha,
Vice Chairman Aamir
Allawalam, and Deputy Vice
Chairman Zeeshan Mianoor
have strongly condemned the
ongoing IMEI issues and
appealed to the Chairman of
the PTA to implement a target-
ed approach, blocking only fac-
tually unauthorised IMEls rath-
er than those associated with
legitimate duty-paid phones

The officials explicitly stated, “Senior officials
of the PTA and other individuals are mvolved in
this IMEI business. We urge that all officers over-
seeing this sector be brought under the purview
of the law and immediately arrested and proceed-
ed against.” This illicit trade, they emphasised, is
causing billions of rupees in losses to the national
exchequer with every instance.

The PMPMA has called for immediate action
from law enforcement agencies to curb this loss and
stressed the urgent need for a complete refiling and
restructuring of this department.

The broader implications: Beyond technical
glitches

Retailers across Pakistan are reporting signifi-
cant challenges, with stores in Lahore, Karachi, and
Islamabad experiencing dissatisfied customers, dis-
putes, and even protests. “We are caught between
the system and the customers,” laments a retailer
in Saddar Market. “Despite selling legitimate, tax-

p;‘_qtq::t"uEd-
IME .

paid phones, the risk of them being blocked is dis-
couraging people from making purchases. They are
hesitant to deal with potential issues.” Manufactur-
ers are also facing setbacks, as the cost of replacing
blocked devices, for which they are not accountable,
1s directly impacting their profits and hindering new
mvestments in Pakistan's mobile phone production
sector.

‘“We are not opposed to regulation,” affirmed

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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Abdul Rehman, Chairman of PMPMA. “Howev-
er, these unintended consequences are impeding
our progress and business. We require systems that
support us rather than harm vs.” The IMFEI issue
transcends mere technical challenges; it highlights
broader governance, digital infrastructure, and col-
laboration issues between the industry and regu-
lators. The stakes are incredibly high, not only in
terms of the potential $128 million in exports but
also in realising Pakistan's aspirations to become a
global tech manufacturing hub.

With glob-
al supply
chains evolv-
ing, countries
like Palistan

is imperative.
It is not sole-
v Iy about local

policies  but
also about demonstrating to the world that Palki-
stan is prepared to be a global contender.

Understanding IMFEI and its misnse

The IMEI (International Mobile Eguipment
Identity) is a unique 15-digit code assigned to
each mobile device, utilised by telecom authorities
to track, verify, and block stolen or unauthorised
phones. While the IMFET cannot be altered as it is
stored in ROM memory, certain illicit practices
attempt to circumvent this. Although some apps
claim to change the displayed IMEI number, the
actual IMEI remains unaltered.

The PTA serves as the regulatory authority
for phones, ensuring compliance with rules and
network integrity. Individuals attempting to cir-
cumvent PTA approval by altering IMEI numbers
engage in unauthorised practices that may lead
to network disruptions and legal consequences.
Patching phones to display fake approval poses sig-
nificant risks and undermines the integrity of the
mobile ecosystem. IMEI cloning, which involves
copying a legitimate phone’s IMEI number and
using it on unauthorised devices to circumvent net-
work restrictions, poses severe security risks and

The PMPMA has proposed three key mea-
sures to address the crisis:

* Block only unauthorised IMEIs instead of re-
stricting legitimate duty-paid phone IMETs.

* Integrate Board Serial Numbers with IMEIs to
ensure accurate identification of original duty-paid
compliant phones, distinguishing them from coun-
terfeit or grey market devices.

* Develop a robust system to differentiate genu-

o § _'|1"_
Syed Asim Munir
Chief of Army Staff

. = e
ine duty-paid phones from unauthorised copies and
prevent fraudulent IMET use.

The Association believes these steps will safe-
guard the rights of legitimate customers, protect
the interests of authorised distributors, and ensure
smoother market operations. The industry now
awaits prompt and decisive action from the PTA
and other relevant authorities to resolve this press-
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Varsity students tour Inovi lTelecom

factory to witness the high-tech
products bemg made in Pakistan
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This visit was part of SSUKT’s efforts to promote industry-academia collaboration,
which is crucial for building a robust technological future for Pakistan. By relating
theoretical knowledge with practical application, such collaborations equip students
with the skills and exposure required to succeed in the rapidly changing tech industry

tinguished delegation from Sir Syed University
of Engineering & Technology (SSUET) for a
one-day industrial study visit to the production
famljtjratlnmu‘lﬂucum’s factorjrmKarach;l The

Iﬂmri‘IHmum had the privilege of hosting a dis-

ing departments, was led by Kafeel Ur Rehman, the
University’s industrial linkages officer.

This visit was part of SSUET’s efforts to promote
industry-academia collaboration, which is crucial
for building a robust technological future for Paki-
mE}rrclahngthmmncalknuwledg:mhpmdl
S

cal application, such collaborations equip students
with the skills and exposure required to succeed in
the rapidly changing tech industry. During the visit,
students had the opportumty to explore Inowvi Tele-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

com's advanced mamufacturing and assembly lines,
where they observed the production of modern mo-
bile phones, LED TVs, and other electronics that
meet mternational guality standards. The visitors
R&D, Surface Mount Technology (SMT), final as-

sembly, and packaging.

dustry. Topics of discussion included the evolution
of mobile phone mamifacturing in Palkistan, oppor-
tunities in LED TV production, the importance of
local electronics manufacturing ecosystems, and the
potential of 5G technology for telecom, automa-
tion, and IoT.

This session sparked interest and inspired stu-

The students also learned about the quality con-
trol processes at Inovi Telecom, witnessing how the
company ensures consistency, durability, and com-
pliance in every product. These demonstrations
highlighted the precision and high standards main-
tained throughout the production process. Addi-

Inovi Telecom values education,
collaboration, and innovation, and
hosting future engineers and
technologists is a responsibili-
ty the company takes seriously,
fulfilling its commitment to local
technology advancement and
sustainable economic growth

tionally, the visit included a knowledge-sharing ses-
sion where Inovi’s technical and operations teams
discussed Pakistan’s role in the global electronics in-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

dents to explore opportunities within Pakistan's
growing tech mamifacturing sector. Inovi Telecom
values education, collaboration, and innovation,
and hosting future engineers and technologists 1s a
responsibility the company takes seriously, fulfilling
its commitment to local technology advancement

tends its gratitude to the faculty and students of Sir
Syed University for their visit and looks forward to
future opportunities for learning and collaboration.
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One night, Sadia, her daughter, asked, “Mom, why did
father leave us? Why doesn’t he live with us anymore?
[ miss him. [ miss the nights I used to sleep between
you both. I remember when we were happy. [ miss
uncle too, the times he took me to the shop, the way
he played hide-and-seek with me, and how he always
brought me beautiful things and toys.”

divorce you,” Rehman said to Fatima in a

trembling voice. She was standing in front of

him with their two kids and tears in her eyes.

“Please, Rehman, do not do this,” Fatima
pleaded. Rehman said, “I have done all this for
you. I don't have the courage to lose anyone else. I
promised my brother that I would make sure he gets
what he deserves. Fatima, you are the only person
I truly call mine; I don’t want to lose you at any
cost. I will ensure your safety.” Rehman gave hera
last hug before handing her the divorce. The hug,
which forever remained with her, was filled with
emotions, whispering, “Don't go, I want to spend
the rest of my life with you.” He gently kissed her
forehead and walked out the door, his eyes damp
son, both sobbing for him. Fatima had no one to
blame. She sat in silence, lost in thought, worrying
about her children and the man who had left them
for their safety, sacrificing his own feelings. As
time passed, the children missed their father. On
and off, they asked Fatima about their father and
Uncle, the backbone of their house. One night, Sa-
dia, her daughter, asked, “Mom, why did father
leave us? Why doesn't he live with us anymore? I
miss him. I miss the nights I used to sleep between
you both. I remember when we were happy. I miss
uncle too, the times he took me to the shop, the
way he played hide-and-seek with me, and how
he always brought me beautiful things and toys.
But now, there's no one.” Fatima's eyes filled with
tears, and she hugged Sadia tightly. She only whis-
pered, “Your father had his reasons.”

FACEBOOK. COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Sometime later, news spread that Rehman had
killed someone. That night was the hardest night
of Fatima’s life. She lost an innocent person; the
world gave birth to another criminal. Her soul
trembled with dread. She thought the feudal over-
lord’s men would come to take her children from
her or, worse, that someone would bring Rehman's
dead body to her doorstep. But nothing happened.

Furgan was a man of his word. Tall, blue-eyed,
with thick black hair, a sight of pure beauty. Ev-
ery morning, he used to take his goats for grazing
in the vast fields of the village. The evenings were
usually spent with his niece and nephew, for their
langhter brightened the whole house. One fine

She lost her husband, the one
she loved more than her own
life—the one she hurriedly
prepared meals for, ensuring to
cook his favourite dishes before he
returned from work

morning, as per his usual routine, he went to graze
his goats, but the feudal overlord murdered him
over a trivial dispute, simply for herding his goats
on land the feudal overlord claimed as his own, de-
spite being warned not to. Fatima lost an innocent
brother-in-law, who saw her as a mother. Rehman,
his elder brother and a lawyer, wanted to get jus-
tice. He knocked on every court’s door but found
no justice, as the opposition was powerful and had

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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Arooj Igbal

connections. Furgan was the last living memory
of his parents, the only thing left to Rehman by
them. Drowned in sorrow and rage, Rehman de-
cided to take revenge. He knew his enemies could
use Fatima to blackmail him, so he made a painful

choice to divorce the woman whom he loved more
than his own life, to whom a glance felt like the
only rose in his thorn-filled life, ensuring her safe-
ty. Life was continuously taking things away from
He, the lawyer, once stood for others and helped
them seek justice, yet couldn’t obtain justice for
his own brother. How miserable and broken he
was that he abandoned the profession which failed
to bring him justice? He left behind what he was

never supposed to forsake. Then he did what he
never thought he would: he killed the feudal over-
lord's son. He was continuously whispering, “Yes,
this, this is what my brother deserves, the justice.”
He became a murderer. It was the first murder he
committed. After that, no one knows how far his
vengeance went.

Furgan is gone, but is he the only one who
died? Is his life the only one that ended? Did Reh-
man’s life remain unaffected by his death? Reh-
man’s innocence died with Furgan's death. And
what about Fatima? She lost her husband, the one
she loved more than her own life—the one she
hurniedly prepared meals for, ensuring to cook his

favourite dishes before he returned from work. She
always made sure she was ready before his arrival,
dressed in her goti kinary wala suit, with red lip-
stick on her rosy lips. Rehman had once told her
he liked seeing her that way, so she made it her
habit, an unspoken devotion, a quiet effort to bring
him comfort after his long, exhausting days. But
now, who does she cook for? For whom does she
get ready? What was her fault in all of this?

Is Furgan the only one who is gone? Was it so-
ciety that turned Rehman into a murderer? Or was
it the system that failed to give him justice? And
what about Fatima, the woman who lost both her
brother-in-law and her husband? Is this what jus-
tice looks like for them?
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These constantly soaring prices of petrol and
electricity have caused significant unrest and
frustration among the public. They have shaken the
faith and trust of the people in the government, as
their lives have become vastly more difficult in real
terms, and the rise in prices of everyday items has
Severely impacted everyone

s Pakistan grapples with nsing living

costs, a much-needed relief has not

reached them in the form of a fuel price as

the worldwide price of crude oil dropped
to $63.90 a barrel till filing this report. The highest
average closing price for crude oil in the past five
years (2020-2024) was $94.53 in 2022, but the gov-
ernment in Pakistan has not slashed the market price
of fuel in the country. Meanwhile, all other countries
have given relief to the masses in this regard. Instead
of giving relief to the masses, the Palkistam govern-
ment 15 going to levy taxes af the demand of the IMF.
After a long span of high pefroleum prices, there is
a need for a significant decrease in petrol and diesel
prices to provide long-sought-after relief and savings
for motorists and the transport sector.

It 1s worth notable that we had an unprecedent-
ed rise in petrol price by Rs41 per litre, due to infla-
tionary pressure up to 30-32 percent in September
against 27.4 percent for August 2023.

As a matter of cutting down the petrolenm pric-
es, the government has the option to sign an agree-
ment with Iran for the cheapest oil. While long-run
measures may include reform of the energy sector
and improving productivity, especially in the agricul-
ture sector.

The living cost of a common man has become
much higher and very difficult, as it was already ad-
versely affecting the affordability of the middle and

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

lower-middle classes of Pakistanis. The government
had increased fuel prices on the dictate of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) without considering
and realising that in a country where almost half of
the population lives below the poverty line and it
would badly affect their lives.

It is worth notable that we had an
unprecedented rise in petrol price
by Rs4l per litre due to inflation-
ary pressure up to 30-32 percent
in September against 274 percent
for August 2023

These constantly soaring prices of petrol and
electricity have caused significant unrest and frustra-
tion among the public. They have shaken the faith
and trust of the people in the government, as their
lives have become vastly more difficult in real terms,
and the nise in prices of everyday items has severe-
ly impacted everyone. The government has failed to
grasp the misery of the populace. Petrol 15 mainly
used in private transport, small vehicles, nckshaws,
and two-wheelers. Higher fuel prices significantly af-
fect the budgets of middle- and lower-middle-class
mdividuals, who primarily use petrol for commuting.
Conversely, a substantial portion of the transport
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sector relies on high-speed diesel. Its price is con-
sidered inflationary, as it is predominantly used in
heavy goods transport vehicles, trucks, buses, trains,
and agrnicultural machinery such as tractors, tube
wells, and threshers. The consumption of high-speed
diesel particularly contributes to the increased prices
of vegetables and other food items.

(il steadied, supported by rising geopolitical ten-
sions as Russia and Ukraine escalated the war and
Iran was poised to reject a US muclear deal proposal
that would be key to easing sanctions on the major
o1l producer. Over the weekend, Ukraine and Russia
intensified the conflict with one of the largest drone
battles. Iran, meanwhile, was preparing to reject a
US proposal to resolve a decades-old muclear dis-
pute, as an Iranian diplomat stated, asserting that it
fails to address Tehran's interests or soften Washing-
ton's position on uranm enrichment. If the miclear
talks fail, it could mean continued sanctions on Iran,
which would restrict Iranian supply and support oil
prices. Further support stemmed from the weak dol-
lar. The dollar index remained near six-week lows
as investors considered the outlook for US President
Donald Trump’s tariff policy and its potential to
harm growth and inflate prices. A weaker US curren-
cy makes dollar-priced commodities such as oil less
expensive for holders of other currencies. “Cruode oil
prices contimue to rise, supported by the weakening
duﬂar,"m:dPn}rankaSachdcva,mmmarkctana

After President Donald Trump announced he
would double tariffs on the two metals to 50%, inten-
sifying uncertainties about supply, wildfires burning
in Canada’s province of Alberta have impacted more
than 344,000 barrels per day of oil sands production,
representing about 7% of the country’s overall crude
output, according to Reuters calculations. Further
price support could emerge if forecasts of a decline in
U.S. crude inventories materialise in the latest round
of weekly supply reports. Refiners worldwide are en-
joying unexpected profits from producing key fuels
in recent weeks, providing a much-needed respite for
an ailing sector before an anticipated downturn lat-
er this year, as plant closures have tightened the fuel
supply required to meet peak summer demand. The
robustness in foel markets stands in stark contrast
to crude oil prices plummeting to a four-year low
in May, following OPEC+ unwinding output cuts
faster than intended. It also indicates that demand
has thus far proven resilient, notwithstanding ongo-
ing concerns about the effects of tanffs. Just a few
months ago, oil majors warned that 2025 would be a
dismal year for refining.

TotalEnergies and BP reported lower first-quar-
ter profits due to weaker earnings from fuels. Refin-
demand from economic slowdowns, a growing up-
take of electric vehicles, and competition from newer
plants in Asia and Africa.

Global composite refining margins reached $8.37
per barrel in May 2025, according to consultancy
Wood Mackenzie, their highest since March 2024,
but still significantly lower than the $33.50 average
in June 2022 duning the post-pandemic demand re-
covery and following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Global diesel supply could diminish by 100,000
barrels per day (bpd) year-on-year m 2025, while
demand will drop 40,000 bpd, according to energy
consultancy FGE. Gasoline supply will decline by
180,000 bpd, with demand rising by 28,000 bpd.
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he promotion of materialism in the country

has led to social media influencers show-

casing extravagant homes, luxury cars, and

a lavish lifestyle. This mfluence motivates
many individuals to pursue wealth without consid-
ering if the content and advertisements align with
Islamic principles, such as avoiding prohibited ele-
ments like screening women, music, or immodest
clothing. If the content adheres to Islamic guidelines,
the earnings are considered permissible; however, if
it includes forbidden elements, the income generated
is deemed haram (illegiimate).

Unfortunately, there is a concerming rise in mis-
conduct among the youth, leading to an increase in
on social media. The tragic case of TikToker Sana
Yousaf, who was fatally shot outside her home in Is-
lamabad by a man she had rejected multiple times, is
a stark example of this reality.

The anonymity provided by social media plat-
forms can contribute to an increase in cyberbullying
and online harassment. These harmful behaviours
can have serious consequences, particularly for
young and vulnerable users, resulfing in emotional
distress and, in extreme cases, selfharm. The gov-
ernment should impose high fines as taxes on in-
dividoals who promote vulgarnity and display mnap-
propriate behaviour, especially those involving their
family members. The Government of Pakistan has
mtroduced a new digital tax law that mandates tax-
ation on earnings generated from YouTube, social
media platforms, and various online services in this
regard.

As Mushims, we, on the basis of our faith, can
recognise whether earning through social media is
permissible (halal) or forbidden (haram) based on
the content and methods of income generation. If
the content and advertisements adhere to Islamic
or immodest atfire, then the earnings are considered
permissible. However, if the content includes haram
elements, then the income generated is also deemed
haram.

According to rough data, some Palastani YouTu-
bers showcase their YouTube income in many vid-
eos. Based on that, they were making an average of
$100 per 100,000 views, so according to this calcula-
tion, they must be making around $1,000 on one mil-
content niche; for example, if they create content on
gaming, tech, marketing, etc.,they will receive higher
pay. TikTok is widely popular in Pakistan due to its
accessibility to a population with low literacy levels.
‘Women have found both an audience and income
on the platform, which is rare in a country where
fewer than a quarter of women participate in the
formal economy. Viclence against women is perva-
sive in Pakistan, according to the country’s Human
Rights Commission, and incidents of women being
attacked after rejecting men are not uncommon.

In the fifth-most populous country in the world,
where 60% of the population is under the age of 30,
and many women don't post their profile picture, but
a flower. The misogyny and patriarchy prevalent in
this society are reflected in online spaces.

Incidents like this serve
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Lust for money, fame
on social media
leading youth to

immora

1LY,

violence

[f the content and advertisements align with Islamic
principles, such as avoiding prohibited elements like
screening women, music, or immodest clothing. If the
content adheres to Islamic guidelines, the earnings are
considered permissible; however, if it includes forbidden
elements, the income generated is deemed haram

not isolated incidents — they form a pattern.

Yet, many media outlets often fail to portray the
complete truth. There's a tendency to suppress such
realities under the guise of national pride. However,
turning a blind eye does not make the country safer.

It's distressing to witness such injustice while
people continue chanting slogans without ad-
dressing the systemic 1ssues that endanger the very
daughters. National pride should go hand in hand

as a reminder of the hash Unfortunately, there is a concern-

gemuine concern for the

reality women face in many iy pige in misconduct among the safety and dignity of all

parts of the world. In envi-

ronments where crimes like  YOUth, leading to an increase in
rape, murder, and harass-  yiplent incidents prompted by
misleading portrayals on social
ty for women seems almost media. The tragic case of TikToker pjatforms,

ment occur frequently, the
concept of safety and digni-
non-existent. This isn't just
a fragic event — it’s a re-

flection of a deeper societal OULside her home in Islamabad by highul

Crisis.
Some refer to such on-

going turmoil as fimah UIMES, is a stark example of this
reality

— daily chaos and moral

citizens, especially women
and children.

In terms of revemue,
Facebook and Instagram
are the top social media
followed by

Sana Yousaf, who was fatally shot YouTube, TikTok, and

. Platforms with
revenue should

a man she had rejected multiple compensate their users ac-

cordingly.
It is noted that when

YouTubers gain popu]ant].r,

breakdown. Unfortunately,
we witness examples of this almost every day, par-
ticularly in India. Reports of brutal crimes against
women and even young girls as young as 3 to 10
years old in India are deeply disturbing. These are
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they sometimes consider
themselves above the law and speak and act as they

please.
YouTuber Rajab Butt was imvolved in a blas-

phemy case, committing 295c of PPC. He and his

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

partner Dogar made remarks against the Chnistian
community and were also accused of blackmailing
a girl. Similarly, Ducky Bahi violated traffic rules
as the Motorway Police registered a case against
him for driving at 200 km/h and potentially endan-
gering himself and others. A significant concern is
the impact of social media on mental health, with
studies linking heavy usage to increased rates of
culture of comparison, where users measure their
lives against the highlight reels of others, can lead
to feelings of inadequacy and low self-esteem.

Moreover, the addictive nature of these plat-
forms, designed to keep users scrolling endlessly,
exacerbates these mental health issues, creating a
cycle that’s hard to break.

The anonymity provided by social media can
lead to an increase in cyberbullying and online ha-
rassment. These toxic behaviours can have devas-
tating effects, especially on young and vulnerable
users, leading to emotional distress and, in severe
cases, self-harm.
lead to an mcrease in bullying and harassment on-
line. Cyberbullying is a significant issue on social
media, with individuals, particularly teenagers, fac-
ing insults, threats, and public shaming. The perva-
sive nature of social media means that vichims can
be targeted at any time and place, causing significant
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- Handset imports

decline as local
products attract
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During this period, Pakistan imported mobile phones
worth $1.254 billion, down from $1.462 billion in

the same period of the previous fiscal year. This
decline suggests a shift in consumer spending habits,
potential impacts of import restrictions, or a move
towards locally assembled or second-hand devices

akistan has experienced a significant drop

in mobile phone imports in the first ten

months of the current fiscal year, reflect-

ing changing consumer behaviour, policy
adjustments, and broader macroeconomic factors.
According to the latest data from the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS), mobile phone imports
decreased by 14.21 percent year-on-year between
July 2024 and April 2025.

During this period, Pakistan imported mobile
phones worth $1.254 billion, down from $1.462
billion in the same period of the previous fiscal
year. This decline suggests a shift in consumer
spending habits, potential impacts of import re-
strictions, or a move towards locally assembled or
second-hand devices.

The decrease in mobile phone imports was
more pronounced in April 2025, with imports fall-
ing to $125.119 million, a 22.47 percent decrease
compared to April 2024’s $161.384 million. This
sharp decline may indicate ongoing pressure from
government initiatives to reduce non-essential im-
ports, currency fluctuations, or subdued consumer
demand in the telecom sector.

On a month-on-month basis, mobile phone im-
ports dropped by 3.96 percent from $130.274 mil-
lion in March 2025. While the monthly decrease
15 less significant than the yearly trend, it reflects
a continued downward trend in phone imports as
the sector adapts to domestic market dynamics
and global supply chain considerations.

Despite the decline in mobile phone imports,
Pakistan’s overall trade activity showed a positive
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trend during the same 10-month period. Exports
increased by 6.40 percent to $26.896 billion be-
tween July and April FY25, compared to $25.278
billion in the corresponding period last year. This
growth indicates a gradual recovery in Pakistan's
export-oriented sectors and increased global de-
mand for Pakistani goods, particularly textiles, IT
services, and agricultural products.

Meanwhile, overall imports grew by 7.55 per-
cent to $48.292 billion, up from $44.9 billion in the
same period of FY24. The rise in imports, exclud-

The difference between mobile
phone imports and broader
import growth highlights
sector-specific challenges in
telecom and electronics, potential-
ly linked to regulatory policies or
pricing constraints due to
currency depreciation

ing mobile phones, suggests a growing demand for
industrial inputs, energy commodities, and essen-
t1al consumer goods, reflecting increased business
confidence or restocking trends.

The difference between mobile phone imports
and broader import growth highlights sector-spe-
cific challenges in telecom and electronics, po-
tentfially linked to regulatory policies or pricing
constraints due to currency depreciation. The
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development of Pakistan's local mobile phone as-
sembly industry may also have reduced reliance on
finished mobile phone imports, with international
brands choosing to mamifacture devices locally to
benefit from favourable manufacturing policies.

While the decline in mobile phone imports
presents challenges, it also offers opportunities
for domestic manufacturing to fill the gap and for
consumers to explore more cost-effective or local-
ly supported options. The future trajectory of this
trend remains uncertain, but against the backdrop
of rising exports and imports, it suggests a grad-
ually stabilising economy diversifying its produc-
tion and consumption patterns.

This development adds complexity to Palki-
stan’s economic outlook, where specific sectors
may face obstacles even as overall trade condi-
tions improve. In April 2025, Pakistan's informa-
tion technology export sector contimued its up-
ward momentum, with export earnings reaching
TUS$317 million for the month. While this figure
represented a 2 percent increase from April last
year, it marked a 7 percent decline from March
2025. Despite the monthly decrease, the April ex-
port figure remained slightly above the 12-month
average of US$314 million, maintaining a consis-
tent growth trend for 19 consecutive months since
October 2023.

On a daily average basis, IT exports in April
stood at US$15.9 million, down from US$18.0
million in March. The cummulative IT export fig-
ure for the first ten months of FY25 (July—April)
reached TUS$3.1 billion, reflecting a significant 21
percent year-on-year increase. This growth is driv-
en by regulatory incenfives, expanded market ac-
cess, and macroeconomic stability.

The expansion of Pakistani IT companies into
global markets, particularly in the Gulf Cooper-
ation Council (GCC) region, has been a key fac-
tor in this growth. Supportive policies from the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), such as raising the
retention limit for Exporters’ Specialised Foreign
Currency Accounts to 50 percent, have further
boosted exporters’ competitiveness and growth
strategies. The stability of the exchange rate has
also encouraged the repatriation of export earn-
ings. A survey by the Pakistan Software Houses
Association (P@SHA) revealed that 62 percent of
IT companies are maintaining specialised foreign
currency accounts, indicating a positive industry
response to these reforms. Another significant reg-
of the Equity Investment Abroad (EIA) category
by the SBP, specifically tailored for IT exporters.
This allows exporters to invest in foreign entities
using up to 50 percent of their proceeds from spe-
cialised accounts, enhancing their confidence and
promoting earnings repatriation.

In April 2025, net IT exports—total exports mi-
nus imports—reached US$288 million,a 2 percent
increase year-on-year. Despite a 7 percent decline
from March, this figureexceeded the 12-month av-
erage of US$272 million, demonstrating the sec-
tor's resilience.

Looking ahead, Pakistan's IT exports are
expected to reach between US$3.5 billion and
US$3.7 billion by the end of FY25, supported
by an anticipated annual growth rate of 10 to 15
percent. These projections align with the targets
set under the national economic plan ‘‘Uraan Pa-
kistan', aiming to achieve annual IT exports of
US$10 billion by FY29, requiring a compound an-
nual growth rate of 28 percent over the next four
Yyears.

In the stock market, Systems Limited (SYS)
remains a top-performing company in the IT sec-
tor. The company is currently trading at forecast-
ed price-to-earnings ratios of 14.6x for 2025 and
11.0x for 2026, indicating strong investor con-
fidence in its growth potential and international
business presence.

‘With consistent policy support, global expan-
sion, and a favourable regulatory environment,
Pakistan's I'T export sector continues to be a prom-
1sing driver of economic growth and digital trans-
formation. in the country.
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Ikmirates signs a MoU with the
Consulate of Italy to promote
business and culture

FLY EMIRATES ALROSS o
SIK CONTINENTS

Emirares

Emirates has a longstanding presence in Pakistan and Italy, operating over 50

weekly flights to five cities in Pakistan: Karachi, Islamabad, L.ahore, Peshawar, and
Sialkot, as well as operating 42 weekly flights to Milan, Rome, Venice and Bologna.
The airline continues to play a pivotal role in connecting both nations to the world,

supporting both passenger travel and cargo services

mirates, the world's largest international air-
line, has signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) with the Ttalian Consulate
in Karachi to facilitate diplomatic travel and
promote culfural and business ties between Palastan
and Italy. The MoU was signed by Mohammed Al-
hashmi, Emirates’ Vice President for Pakistan, and
Fabrizio Bielli, the Consul of Italy, in a ceremony held
at the Consulate in Karachi. Under the agreement.
Emirates will become the preferred airline for official
travel by the Italian Consulate. The airline will offer
exclusive benefits to diplomatic passengers, inclnding
preferential fares, cargo rates, and additional baggage
allowances. Emirates will also explore opportunities
to support diplomatic and cultural events organised by
the Italian Consulate, as well as promotions for busi-
ness engagements in ltaly related to the Italian Consul-
ate. In return, the Italian Consulate will recommend
Emirates to individuals and entities engaging with the
Consulate for travel to and from Italy.

Mohammed Alhashmi, Emirates’ Vice President
for Pakistan, said: “We are pleased to collaborate with
the Consulate of Italy in Karachi. Italy is an import-
ant market for us, and we have been operating there
for over three decades. This MoU reflects our shared
commitment of enhancing and fostering stronger
cultural and economic ties between our nations. We
look forward to facilitating travel for personnel m It
aly’s diplomatic mission, so they have the opportons:-
ty to explore our diverse network as they strengthen
their cultural connections in Pakistan.” The Consul,
Fabrizio Bielli, added: “This partnership with Emir-
ates will greatly benefit our diplomatic commumity
and strengthen the bridge between Italy and Palastan.
We look forward to the opportunities this collabora-
tion will bring.” Emirates has a longstanding presence
in Pakistan and Iialy, operating over 50 weekly flights
to five cities in Pakistan: Karachi, Islamabad, Lahore,
Peshawar, and Sialkot, as well as operating 42 weekly
flights to Milan, Rome, Venice and Bologna. The air-
line contimies to play a pivotal role in connecting both
nations to the world, supporting both passenger trav-
el and cargo services. In another event, Emirates has
officially launched its new Travel Store in Port-Louis,
Mauritius, marking a significant milestone in the air-
line’s commitment to enhancng travel experiences for
its customers. At the opening ceremony of the travel
store, a Memorandum of Understanding (MolU) was
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also signed between the Emirates Mauritius Tourism
Promotion Authority (MTPA). The MoU emphasised
Emirafes’ commitment to promoting tourism in Mau-
ntius in a long-standing partnership with the Mauri-
tius Tourism Promotion Authority (MTPA).
Located at The Docks 2, United Docks Business
Park, Caudan, Port Louis, the 1,895 square foot travel
store offers immersive expeniences grounded in tech-
nology and best-in-class support from dedicated teams
on the ground. The store was officially inaugurated by
Adnan Kazim, Emirates’ Deputy President and Chief
Commercial Officer in the presence of the Honourable
Shakee]l Mohamed, Minister of Housing and Lands;
Saeed Mohamed Saced Baomran, Acting Head of
Mission, Embassy of the United Arab Emirates,
along with other distinguished guests, trade partners,
and media representatives. Also present were mem-

The MoU was signed by
Mohammed Alhashmi, Emirates’
Viee President for Pakistan, and

Fabrizio Bielli, the Consul of Italy,

in a ceremony held at the
Consulate in Karachi

bers of Emirates’ senior leadership and management
team including Nabil Sultan, Executive Vice Prest-
dent Passenger Sales and Country Management; Essa
Sulaiman Ahmad, Semor Vice President Commer-
cial Operations (West Asia & Indian Ocean); Sheikh
Majid Al Mualla, Divisional Senior Vice President
International Affairs and Oomar Ramtoola, Manag-
er - Indian Ocean Islands. At the official opening of
the travel store, Adnan Kazim said: *“We have been
operating m Mauntius for 23 years, and launching our
travel store demonstrates our commitment to growing
our presence on the island nation. Here, our customers
can discover and enjoy the convenience of our innova-
tive products and digital services. Our staff is trained
to offer personalised service, enhancing the customer
experience at every stage. This store will enable Mau-
ntian travelers to experience the essence of Emirates
before they even begin their journey.” Executives of
the Emirates during the visit to Mauritius also saw the
airline and the Mauritius Tourism Promotion Author-
ity (MTPA) renewing their long-standing partnership
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to continue developing the island’s thriving tourism
industry. Building on 13 years of commitment, the
aitline and MPTA have signed a new MoU to con-
timue their mission of promoting the Indian Ocean
destination to key audiences globally. The Mol was
signed by Essa Sulaiman Ahmad, Emirates’ Senior
Vice President, Commercial West Asia & Indian
Ocean, and Claire Le Lay, Chairperson of the MTPA.
Presiding over the signing ceremony was the Hon-
ourable Shakeel Mohamed, Minister of Housing and
Lands. Essa Sulaiman Ahmad, Emirates’ Senior Vice
President, Commercial West Asia & Indian Ocean,
said: “Since 2002, Emirates has been proudly serving
Mauritins with our award-winning services and pre-
minm offerings which appeal to a global audience. By
drawing on our extensive network of travel pariners,
we contimie to succeed in bringing holidaymakers to
Mauritius to enjoy what the island has to offer. Our
double daity A380 services have been a major contrib-
utor to the growth of the counfry's tounism industry
and lifeblood of the local commumnity.” The Minister
of Tourism, The Honorable Richard Duval, added:
“We are delighted to renew and further strengthen our
valued partnership with Emirates — a relationship that
has played a pivotal role in positioning Mauritius as a
world-class tourism destination. Ower the years, this
collaboration has helped increase our connectivity in
key markets and contributed directly to the growth
of tounst arnvals. “This renewed Memorandum of
Understanding is a testament to our shared vision of
sustainable tourism development and our contirmed
commitment to showcasing the rich cultural, natural
and expeniential offerings of Maunts to a global au-
dience.” “I would like to express my gratitude to Emir-
ates for their contimious support. I have no doubt that
we will confinue to work hard together hand-in-hand
to ensure that Maurihius remains a top-ofmind desti-
nation for travellers worldwide.”

Claire Le Lay, Chairperson of the MTPA said:
“The MTPA is delighted to renew this strategic part-
nership, which highlights Emirates’ commitment to
supporting our efforts in promoting Mauritus as a
premier tourism destination. Emirates’ unparalleled
comnectivity through Dubai has opened new horizons
for us, enabling strong growth from markets such as
the Middle East, Europe, and beyond. We are confi-
dent that this collaboration will contirme to play a vital
role in our tounism development.”
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vivo Y29 launched in Pakistan with
6500mAh bluevolt battery &
anti-drop armor design

ivo, a leading global technology brand, has
officially launched the vivo Y29 in Paki-
stan, the latest addition to its innovative and
youth-focused Y series. Designed to meet
the evolving needs of modern users, the Y29 offers
a compelling mix of stylish design, durable con-
struction, and exceptional battery life, delivering
outstanding value in its price segment.

With its premium Metallic High-Gloss Frame,
the vivo Y29 is available in two stunning colors,
Noble Brown and Elegant White. The slightly
curved backplate, enhanced by a soft 3D shape, of-
fers a comfortable grip and sophisticated look. The
rear camera module is accentuated with Dynamic
Light, adding not only aesthetic charm but also
interactive functionality such as mmsic sync, call
dlerts, and photo countdowns. The device also in-
cludes an Infrared Remote Control, allowing users
to manage home appliances like TVs, ACs, and pro-
jectors with ease, a thoughtful feature for tech-savvy
households in Pakistan.

A major highlight of the vivo Y29 is its mas-
sive 6500mAh battery, one of the largest in its class.
Backed by vivo's BlueVolt Technology, the device
guarantees long-lasting usage ideal for extended
browsing, gaming, and video streaming sessions.
It also supports 44W FlashCharge for quick re-
charging and up to 4800mAh reverse charging via
a Type-C to Type-C cable, useful for powering up
secondary devices. Features like Emergency Pow-
er Saving Mode and a five-year battery durability
guarantee further cement its reliability in daily life.

Built for real-world durability, the Y29 comes

with Anti-Drop Armor Design and Schott[] Glass,
making it more resistant to falls and external im-
pact. It also features comprehensive dust and water
rmstano:,thndcmatwayﬁremamspmtectedand

Qualcomm Snapdragon® 685 processor, combined
with 8GB RAM + 8GB Extended RAM and up
to 128GB storage, ensuring smooth multitaskang
across social media apps, gaming, and produoc-
tivity tools. The 120Hz high refresh rate display,
1000 nits’ peak brightness, and TUV Rheinland
Low Blue Light Certification offer an immersive,
for long study sessions, video calls, and scrolling
under bright sunlight.

For music lovers and content consumers, the
dual stereo speakers with 400% audio boost create a
loud and clear sound environment, perfect for gam-
ing, watching dramas, or enjoying music without
needing external speakers.

The camera setup includes a 50MP HD Main

Camera, powered by Al features to ensure crisp and
vibrant photos. The phone’s Al Erase helps users
remove unwanted elements from shots, while AT
Photo Enhance automatically improves brightness,
sharpness, and color balance.

Smart features extend into productivity with
tools like AT SuperLink for stable call connectiv-
ity in low-signal areas, Circle to Search for quick
image-based searches, the Gemini Assistant for

Lleek Design, Trendy Style SE00 medih? BlueVoh
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streamlined interactions, and Screen Translation,
which helps users easily interpret content across
different languages.

‘With its unmatched combination of design, du-
rability, and dependable performance, the vivo Y29
is poised to become a top choice for tech-savvy con-
sumers who want it all in one device: style, power,

L.ong-lasting battery, lightning-
fast charging, and military-grade
certification - that’s the vivo Vo0 Lite

n a crowded smartphone market filled with
short-lived trends and delicate constructions,
the vivo V50 Lite stands out for its focus on re-

flashy features, aiming to keep up with users in any
situation, day in and day out.

‘With a robust battery and sturdy build, the V50
Lite caters to users who value consistent performance

oo "..*-_.- d

and durability. Let's delve deeper into why these as-
pects are not just add-ons but the core strengths of
this phone. Starting with its standout feature, the
6500mAh BlueVolt Battery sets the V50 Lite apart
from its competitors. While most smartphones settle
for a 5000mAh battery, vivo has pushed the bound-
aries without sacrificing the device's sleek 7.79mm
1s a rare find in the market.

Moreover, the V50 Lite supports 90W Flash-
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downtime. With the ability to reach 70% battery in
just over 30 minutes, users can rely on the phone to

i repipimmirsbaste e sl
Lo TR L B i

But fast charging is just the beginning. The Smart
Charging Engine 2.0 takes battery management to
the next level by optimizing charging cycles based
proactive approach ensures long-term battery health,
backed by a 5-year guarantee from vivo.

In addition fo its impressive battery life, the V30

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Lite boasts military-grade certification and SGS
Five-Star Drop Resistance, making it one of the
most durable smartphones in its class. With a focus
the phone is designed to withstand the rigors of dai-
Iy use. The IP65 Dust and Water Resistance further
enhance the phone's durability, offering protection
against dust and splashes. This combination of rug-
ged design and weather proofing gives the V50 Lite
an edge in real-world scenarios.

Beyond its physical resilience, the V50 Lite excels
in performance optimization. Powered by either the
MediaTek Dimensity 6300 (5G) or Snapdragon 685
(43), the phone delivers smooth multitasking and
efficient app management. The Al-enhanced system
ensures optimal resource allocation, app k}ﬂdmg

ments, such as extended RAM and app retainer, fur-
ther boost the phone's responsiveness and efficiency.
By learning user habits and adapting to usage pat-
terns, the V50 Lite maimntains peak performance over
time. With a 50 or 60-month smooth performance
guarantee, depending on the variant, vivo demon-
strates its commitment to long-term user satisfaction.
In a market where style often trumps substance,
the V50 Lite strikes a balance between durability,
performance, and reliability, making it a compelling
choice for users seeking a dependable smartphone.
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40 Premier oG in Pakistan,
featuring advanced Al tech and

a high-quality camera

CAMON 40 Premier®

No Pose, Just Snap

® FlashSnap  * Tecno Al

* [P&9 Waferproof

Al Search transforms the way users browse by allowing them to visually search for
information—simply circle any object in an image, whether it is food, a product,

or a landmark, and the Al will instantly deliver relevant results. Meanwhile, the Al
Machine Assistant learns user behaviour over time to offer personalised suggestions,

streamlining daily routines

40 Premier 5G — in Pakistan. Designed
for photography enthusiasts and style-con-

scious users, the Camon 40 Premier 5G combines
advanced Al-powered imaging capabilities with a
sleek, trendy design, offering an exceptional blend
of performance and elegance. With the Camon 40
Premier 5G, TECNO has once again established
itself as a leader in mobile imaging innovation, de-
livering a device that captures life’s moments with
unmatched clarity and style.

The Pinnacle of Photography and Al in a Sleek,
Modern Design

The Camon 40 Premier 5G features a powerful
triple rear camera setup, mcluding a 50MP Sony
LYT-701 Ultra Night Camera, a S0MP Ultra-Wide
Angle Camera, and a S0MP Peniscope Telephoto
Camera. Whether capturing sweeping landscapes or
detailed close-ups, this advanced camera system en-
sures exceptional clarity and versatility in every shot.

Additionalty, the 50MP Front Camera ensures
that every selfie is sharp, clear, and true to life, mak-
ing it perfect for content creators and selfie enthu-
siasts alike. What truly sets the Camon 40 Premier
5z apart is its Al-powered FlashSnap feature, which
enables users to capture sharp, bright photos instant-
Iy—even in low-light condiions or when subjects
are in motion. Complementing this is a suite of in-
telligent photography tools designed to elevate every
shot. Features like Al Erase 2.0 allow users to effort-
lessly remove unwanted objects from photos, while
AT Image Extender expands the background to cre-
ate wider, more immersive images. For portrait en-
thusiasts, Al Perfect Face subtly enhances facial fea-
tures while maintaining a natural look, and AIGC
Portrait 2.0 delivers professional-grade portrait shots
with stunning clarity and depth.

All of these advanced features are packed mto a
device that 15 just 7.7mm thin and 193g light, mak-

ECINO has launched the latest addition to
its flagship Camon 40 Series — the Camon
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ing it both stylish and comfortable to hold. TECNO
Camon 40 Premier 5G is available in two stunning
colour options — Emerald Lake Green and Galaxy
Black — offering a stylish choice to suit every per-
sonality.

With the Camon 40 Premier 3G,
TECNO has once again
established itself as a leader in
mobile imaging innovation,
delivering a device that captures
life’s moments with unmatched
clarity and style

Visnal Excellence Meets Everyday Durability

The Camon 40 Premier 5G boasts a stunning
6.67-inch AMOLED Display with 1.5K resolution
and a smooth 144Hz Refresh Rate, delivening an ul-
tra-responsive and immersive VIEWIng eXperience.

To ensure long-lasting durability, the display is
protected by Corning® Gorilla® Glass 71, offering
robust resistance against everyday scratches and
drops. The smartphone features an ultra drop-re-
sistant body and has received SGS 5-Star Drop-Re-
sistance Certification. Additionally, with IP68 and
IP69 Dust & Water Resistance, the Camon 40 Pre-
mier 5 is a reliable companion for users with active,
on-the-go lifestyles.

Smari Al Features for Everyday Efficiency

Beyond photography, the Camon 40 Premuer
5( 15 engineered to make everyday smartphone use
Suite mtroduces several intelligent features, inchud-
ing a One-Tap Button that provides instant access to
your favourite functions or personal assistant with a
single press.

AT Search transforms the way users browse by
allowing them to visually search for information—

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

simply circle any object in an image, whether it is
food, a product, or a landmark, and the AT will in-
stantly deliver relevant results. Meanwhile, the AT
routines.

Powerful Performance that Tasts All Day

Moreover, the Camon 40 Premier 5G is powered
by the MediaTek Dimensity 8350 Ultimate chipset,
ensuring smooth performance and efficient mmulti-
tasking across all Al features and applications. It also
features a robust 5100mAh battery with 70W fast

charging, enabling users to power up in just mimites.

"

To support high performance, the smartphone
features 256GB ROM and 12GB + 12GB Extended
RAM for an ulira-smooth and responsive user expe-
rience. The TECNO Camon 40 Premuer 5G is now
available in Pakistan for PER 119,999. As a special
launch offer, the first 100 customers will receive a
complimentary pair of TECWNO TWS Sonic 1 ear-
buds.

Customers can purchase the Camon 40 Premier
5G from their nearest smartphone market and on-
line on PriceOvye. The device 1s duly approved by the
supports all mobile networks across Pakistan, ensur-
ing seamless and reliable connectivity. TECINO also
offers a 12+1-month official warranty, providing
added peace of mind with every purchase.
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SEGO introduces
1Pro with a flawless

touch and
display

SEGO

type

iPro

3.5" TOUCH DISPLAY

CONTROL AND CLARITY, SEAMLESSLY COMBINED

77 3.5"HD+ g S5MP REAR
5 2MP FRONT CAMERA

¢ )

Touch & type

QUAD-CORE

Processor

558
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WhatsApp

The latest addition to their product line is the iPro

f

Facebook

= =

phone, designed to simplify and enhance your life.
With a compact 3.5” screen, an efficient processor, and
an always-ready camera, the iPro phone is a handy
companion. Featuring a 3000mAh battery, dual SIM
4G capability, and ample storage, this phone offers
convenience and functionality in a small package.

EGO Mobile Phone is dedicated to bring-

ing mnovation to budget-friendly mobile

devices for its customers, offering interna-

tional quality and the latest features. By
staying attuned to market trends and customer
needs, SEGO Mobile Phone aims to deliver cut-
ting-edge gadgets at competitive prices. The latest
addition to their product line is the iPro phone,
designed to simplify and enhance your life. With
a compact 3.5" screen, an efficient processor, and
an always-ready camera, the iPro phone is a handy
companion. Featuring a 3000mAh battery, dual
SIM 4G capability, and ample storage, this phone
delivers convenience and functionality in a small
package.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

SEGO is a leading brand of smart and mobile
devices in Palkastan, committed to providing inno-
vative and high-quality mobile technology to con-
SUMers.

The SEGO 1Pro is a testament to their dedica-
tion to quality, featuring premium materials and
meticulous engineering for optimal performance
and reliability. With a focus on authenficity and
durability, SEGO ensures that every component is
purpose-built and brand-new, setting a new stan-
dard for phone quality. The iPro boasts a 3.5"

touch and type display, a powerful 3000mAh bat-
tery, 2GB RAM, 32GB ROM, an MTE Quad-

Core processor, Dual SIM 4G connectivity, and
SMP rear and 2MP front cameras. SEGO’s quali-
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ty guarantee ensures that every device meets their
high standards for performance and reliability.
The SEGO iPro is constructed to withstand
daily usage while providing reliable performance
SEGO iPro
UNIMAGINABLE

3.5° DISPLAY
Toach & Ty

2000mAah
Tunay

2GH RAM
258 ROM

QuADICORE . Relealt THRER

and adhering to safety standards. With a commit-
ment to transparency and user satisfaction, SEGO
provides smartphones and feature phones that are
built to last and serve you well.

Experience the difference with SEGO iPro.
Choose authenticity, choose SEGO.

SEGO Experience, a forward-thinking tech
brand, is poised to launch a range of gadgets,
including smartphones, tablets, smartwatches,
audio wearables, feature phones, and household
appliances. Their objective is to revolutionise mo-

The SEGO iPro is built to
withstand daily use while
delivering reliable performance
and adhering to safety standards.
Committed to transparency and
user satisfaction, SEGO provides
smartphones and feature phones
that are designed to endure and
serve you well

bile technology in Pakistan by offering sleck de-
signs and innovative features at affordable prices.
SEGO strives to provide high-quality yet afford-
able gadgets to enhance digital access for all users.
Their motto, “Upgrade Your Life," reflects their

SEGD iPro
3000mAh SUPER BATTERY

POWER THAT THINKS AHEAD

™ 3.5" HD+ ) SMP REAR
= BHPFRONT CAMERS

: | QUAD-CORE
£ Touch B type + FrOCESSD

BHOO gonperionce

commitment to making technology accessible to
the Pakistani population. With a focus on custom-
er needs and cutting-edge technologies, SEGO is
ready to deliver quality products to the market.
By establishing a robust infrastruocture and intro-
duocing MetaCare Services for after-sales support,
SEGO is dedicated to offering stylish, feature-rich
smartphones with dependable warranties.
Embrace innovation with SEGO - order your
phone today!
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vivo Vo0 Lite

delivers big on
battery, display, and

camera; here’s what
KOL.s think

Beyond hardware, V50 Lite enhances the everyday
experience with smart features. The Al-powered tools
like Al SuperLink improve network ﬁ)erfnrmance

while Live Text and
interactions more intuitive

[ Screen Translation make

t vivo, our philosophy is simple: create

great products. The launch of the vivo

W50 Lite is not just about introducing

another smartphone, it's about empow-

enng creators, storytellers, and everyday users with
tools that meet their pace, style, and vision.

For photographers like Adeel Chishti, capturing

the heart of Lahore requires a camera that’s both

powerful and consistent. “vivo V50 Lite helps me

capture the beauty of Lahore in the best way pos-
sible,” he shared. Whether it's the busy alleys of
Androon Lahore or the vibrant hues of the Walled
City, creators like Arslan (Androon Lahore) praise
how the V50 Lite holds up even in low light. “If
I talk about the camera, this phone performs very
well even at night,” he noted, echoing the sentiment
of fellow content creator Muneeb Arts, who add-
ed, “The 50MP Sony IMXBES82 covers everything,
whether a natural moment in daylight or low-light
shots at night.”

Their experience is powered by more than just
megapixels. With Studio-Quality Aura Light Por-
traits, creators are capturing moments that feel pol-
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ished and professional. And the 32MP Ultra Clear
front camera ensures that selfies match the same
high standard, whether you're shooting content or
on a quick video call.

But it’s not just about the camera. Tech experts
across Pakistan are recognizing the V50 Lite's all-
round performance. Tayyab Fayyaz also known as
Kharedan called its design “too premuium,” while
Abdul Wahab (Unbox Bawaji) was impressed by
how lightweight the phone feels, even with a 6500
mAh Ultra Slim BlueVolt Battery tucked inside. Ali
Hassan (Tech Inspiration) pointed out, “This is vi-
vo's first smarfphone to offer a 6500mAh battery
with 90W FlashCharge in this price category,” and

that’snntasma]lc]mm.ﬁsﬁmmr]}aaghafmm

Reviews PE rightly put it, “In all the mobile phones
I've covered, this phone has the biggest battery,”
and he's not wrong, it's designed for endurance,
long-lasting usage, and reliable backup throughout
the day.

And with 90W FlashCharge, you won't be wait-
ing long to get back to 100%. In fact, with Reverse
Charging support, you can even power up other de-
vices on the go, one less thing to carry in your bag.

The V50 Lite's strength isn't just in speed or
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stamina, it’s built to last. With SGS 5-Star Drop
Resistance, Military-Grade Certification, and IP65
Dust and Water Resistance, it's engineered to sur-
vive the hustle and unpredictability of daily life. As
Talha Bhatti shared, “Military-grade certification is
the craziest feature, it gives you peace of mind.”

On the inside, users get to choose between two
power-packed options: the Snapdragon® 685 for
4G users, or the MediaTek Dimensity 6300 for
those looking to tap into 5G. Both processors have
been admired by KOLs like Bilal Munir (Video

The launch of the vivo V50 Lite is
not just about introducing another
smartphone, it's about empower-
ing creators, storytellers, and
everyday users with tools that
meet their pace, style, and vision

‘Wali Sarkar) and Ali Abbas (MASTECH), who
praised the performance, responsiveness, and min-
imum bezels that make the display feel expansive.
And what ties the whole experience together is
the 6.77-inch Ultra Vision AMOLED Display with
a 120Hz refresh rate. It's smooth, immersive, and
with its Infinity Punch-Hole design and SGS Low
Blue Light Certification, the screen 15 as comfort-
able to look at as it is beautiful. As Zainab from
Startup Palastan mentioned, “It's not just fast, but
stylish too, and it makes the best memories.”

Beyond hardware, V50 Lite enhances the every-
day expenience with smart features. The Al-pow-
ered tools like AT SuperLink improve network
performance, while Live Text and AT Screen Trans-
lation make interactions more intuitive. Sarfaraz
Ali at Daily Palistan commended the Al upgrades,
while Moina Shah from PhoneWorld appreciated
the practical additions like a 5-year battery health
guarantee and the TP65 rating, elements that show
vivo's commitment to longevity and user peace of
mind.

And of course, design matters. Sarah Chaud-

hary, a lifestyle voice known for her refined taste,

called the V50 Lite “slim, vibrant, and stylish.”
‘With colors mspired by nature and a metallic Glow
Ring adding a unique visual signature to the cam-
era module, the V50 Lite brings sophistication into
your palm without trying too hard.

Whether you're a photographer capturing your
city, a reviewer chasing tech trends, or someone
simply looking for a reliable everyday phonethe
vivo V50 Lite stands as a confident answer to mul-
tiple needs.
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PTCL Group partners Wlth NETS to

modernize I'l' Core Routing Solution
with Cisco Technology

We are pleased to announce that the Pakistan
Telecommumnication Company Limited (PTCL)
Group, consisting of PTCL and Ufone 4G, has part-
nered with NETS International to modernize our IT
Core Routing Platforms by deploying a state-of-the-
art Cisco IT Core Routing Solution.

This strategic inihative underscores our unwav-
ering commitment to delivering superior IT services
by leveraging the latest advancements in network
infrastructure. The collaboration demonstrates our
commitment to providing top-notch IT services
by utilizing cotting-edge network mfrastrocture
advancements. The implementation of Cisco’s in-
dustry-leading routing technology will bring trans-
formative benefits with a significant impact on our
operations. With significant benefits to our opera-
tions, including improved data processing capabili-
ties and reduced latency, users can enjoy a seamless
digital expenience that enhances overall user satisfac-
tion.

The initative will seamlessly integrate with
PTCL and Ufone 4G’s existing Cisco ACI-based

Software-Defined Networkang (SDN) infrastructure,
bility. Additionally, our customers will benefit from
cnham:ed SEervice rr.l:a]nhty leading to smoother

Together, we are excited to embark on this jour-
ney that will position PTCL Group as a leader in the
telecommunications sector, providing our customers
with state-of-the-art connectivity.

Jafar Khalid, GCTIO of PTCL and Ufone, high-
lighted the importance of this project, stating, “This
modernization effort reflects our dedication to inno-
vation and excellence. By deploying state-of-the-art
Cisco routing solutions, we are enhancing our net-
work's efficiency and delivering a superior digital ex-
perience to our customers.”

Jahangir Ahmad, MD of NETS International,
expressed enthusiasm for the partnership, saying,
“We are excited to continue working with PTCL. and
Ufone. This project marks a significant milestone,
Platform will redefine network performance and re-
Liability.™
PTCL Group is solidifying its position as a leader in
Palastan’s telecom industry, ensuring a future ready
network that can support the rapidly evolving digital
landscape. By partnering with NETS International
and Cisco Systems, PTCL Group is establishing new
benchmarks for network excellence, operational effi-
clency, and customer expenence.

PTCL Group teams up with Mercantile
for the launch of iPhone 16 in Pakistan

Company Limited & Ufone 4G), Pakistan’s leading
telecom and ICT services provider, has partnered
with Mercantile, Apple’s official distributor in Pala-

proved Apple products to Pakistan, backed by a
2-year warranty exclusively for our Pakistani cus-
tomers. Through our collaboration with PTCL
Gmup,w:‘rcalsunﬂ’cnngaddcdpcamofmmﬂ

stan, to mtroduce exclusive iPhone 16 offerings that
feature extended warranty, instant insurance, and
tailored telecom benefits.

Mercantile is proud to bring authentic, PTA-ap-

with accidental coverage and theft insurance of up to
Rs. 400,000. We're delighted to partner with PTCL
GmuptumakcAp;ﬂspmdum more accessible for

The offer includes dedicated bundles for PTCL
and Ufone 4G users. Ufone 4G customers will get
a free eSIM with 200 GB of data, 1,000 off-net, and
10,000 on-net mimutes per month for six months,
translating into savings of PER 2,000 monthly.
PTCL broadband users can access 50 Mbps inter-
net at the price of 30 Mbps, saving PER 3,100 per
month for a full year. To mark the lannch, the first
100 buyers will receive complimentary Apple char-
gers. All customers will be entered into a lucky draw
to win AirPods. Devices will be available online
and through selected PTCL Joint Shops in Lahore,
Islamabad, and Karachi, with both delivery and in-
store pickup options. The offer is open to all exishing
and new users of PTCL, Ufone 4G, and UPaisa.

Mercantile Pacific, a global leader in device life-
cycle management with operations in more than 50
countries, brings extensive expertise to this collabo-
ration. The rollout of iPhone 16 models marks the
beginning, with additional variants to follow:

PTCL Group & TPL Insurance partner to
provide device financing for businesses
with a financial guarantee framework

PTCL Group (PTCL & Ufone 4G), has part-
nered with TPL Insurance to launch a groundbreak-
ing financial guarantee systemn aimed at adoption of
digital tools, handhelds and IoT equipment across

industries and organizations iwrespective of their size. |

group to take its Device-as-a-service portfolio to new
heights while offering ease of payments and signifi-
cantly reducing the upfront investment overheads for
small and large businesses alike. Under the program
PTCL Group will offer a rich spectrum of devices
covering flagship phones, tablets, customized hand-
helds, IoT, digitalizing and networking equipment.
Thanks to TPL Insurance’s novel credit risk mitiga-
tion solution, PTCL group will deliver flexible pay-
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ments plans to remnforce its commitment to deliver
secure, scalable, and sustainable solufions to techno-
logically empower Pakistan's evolving business land-
scape.

Sfma]:mgonmcpam:u:mhlp Asif Ahmed, Group

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Chief Business Solution Officer, PTCL & Ufone 4G,
said: “This collaboration reflects our commitment
to building strong, future-ready partnerships that
support business growth across Pakistan. We look
forward to working closely with TPL Insurance to
explore more strategic mitiatives that enable greater

= access to technology and finandial inclusion.”

Chief Executive Officer, TPL Insurance, said, “We
are pleased to partner with PTCL Group in intro-
ducing mnovative financing solutions for businesses.
This marks the beginning of a broader relationship,
and we are confident that together we can unlock

more opportunities that support digital and econom-
ic advancement.”
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SIMOSA, Tamasha, and JazzCash achieve awards for
outstanding services at Pakistan Digital Awards 2025

Islamabad: Jazz, Pak-
istan's leading digital operator,
emerged as a major winner at
the Pakistan Digital Awards
2025, with its flagship plat-
forms SIMOSA, Tamasha,
and JazzCash recognized for
excellence in consumer inno-
vation, engagement, enter-
tainment, and digital financial
services.

SIMOSA, Jazz's Aagship
SIMCare, lifestyle, and com-
munity platform, received two
top honors—Best Consumer
Mobile Service and the Gami-
fication Award—solidifying its
position among Pakistan's
most impactful digital plat-
forms. The Best Consumer
Mobile Service award recog-
nized SIMOSA's evolution
from the Jazz World app into
a brand-agnostic platform now
serving the entire smartphone
user base, offering features like
digital SIM care, complaint
resolution, online shopping,
and Social+, with a sustained
4.5 Play Store rating,

The Gamification Award
celebrated its creative use of
mechanics such as daily re-

new benchmarks for digital
content in Pakistan. With a
focus on quality, accessibility,

-

e e
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ward streaks, swipeable ecom-
merce cards, and gamified
learning to engage over 20.8
million monthly users, while
monetizing these journeys
through in-app ads and streak-
skipping features.

In a oparallel win,
Tamasha, Jazz's entertain-
ment OTT platform, was
awarded Best Online Stream-
ing Platform for the third con-
secutive year at the Pakistan
Digital Awards, highlighting
its sustained success in setting

and innovation, Tamasha con-
tinues to shape the future of
streaming by offering viewers
experiences that both captivate
and inspire.

“These awards are a reflec-
tion of our commitment to
solving real problems through
meaningful technology and
business models. SIMOSA
and Tamasha are more than
just apps—they are platforms
built to empower users, inspire
engagement, and deliver value
at scale,” said Aamer Ejaz,

President Digital Platforms at
Jazz. “As we continue to ex-
pand our digital ecosystem,
our focus remains on innova-
tion that is inclusive, intuitive,
and deeply local.”

JazzCash, the country's
leading digital financial serv-
ices platform, also took home
the award for Best Use of Cre-
ativity/Innovation for its Tap-
Pay for Business solution—the
first of its kind globally. This
innovative technology enables
over 535,000 merchants and
small businesses to accept pay-
ments from contactless cards
or smartphones with a simple
tap on any NFC-enabled An-
droid device—turning every-
day  smartphones  into
low-cost, accessible payment
acceptance tools. Eliminating
the need for traditional POS
infrastructure, TapPay lowers
the barrier to entry for small
retailers and micro-entrepre-
neurs to join the digital econ-
oy

Commenting on the win,

Murtaza Ali, President of Jaz-
zCash, said, “This award is a
testament to our ambition to
reimagine digital payments in
Pakistan, With TapPay, we're
not just scaling innovation—
we're driving inclusion by
equipping small businesses
with fast, secure, and cost-el-
fective ways to accept pay-
ments. It's about innovation
that creates real-world im-
pﬂﬂ_”

Together, these recogni-
tions underscore Jazz's evolu-
tion into a full-ledged
ServiceCo—one that goes be-
vond connectivity to build
purpose-driven platforms
across fintech, entertainment,
lifestyle, insur-tech, enterprise,
and gaming. Whether through
SIMOSA’s everyday utility,
Tamasha's cultural impact, or
JazzCash's merchant innova-
tion, Jazz is redefining how
digital technology can uplift
communities and enable
progress for over 100 million
Pakistanis. =

PTCL upgrades data center with
DWP Technologies' software-driven
storage platforms

Islamabad: PTCL has part-
nered with DWP Technologies
to incorporate software -dri-
ven Enterprise and mid-tier
storage platforms from Dell
Technologies to modernize its
data center infrastructure.

A signing ceremony took
place in Islamabad to formal-
ize the collaboration, at-
tended by Jafar Khalid,
Group Chief Technology and
Information Officer at PTCL
& Ufone, 4G, and Rohail
Bashir, Chief Operating Offi-
cer at DWP Technologies
(Pvt) Ltd along with senior
management from PTCL
Group, DWP and Dell Tech-
nologies.

Jafar Khalid, Group Chief
Technology & Information
Officer at PTCL & Ufoned@,
expressed, “This partnership

signifies a significant step in
PTCL'’s digital transformation
journey, showcasing PTCL's
expertise in Data Center inno-
vation and digital transforma-
tion. By modernizing our
infrastructure, we are not only
improving our operational ca-
pabilities but also reaffirming

our commitment to providing
cutting-edge solutions to our
enterprise customers,”

Rohail Bashir, Chief Oper-
ating Officer at DWP Tech-
nologies, stated, “Our
collaboration with PTCL and
Dell Technologies highlights
our dedication to empowering
businesses with transforma-
tive technology solutions and
demonstrates our proficiency
in delivering scalable, effi-
cient, and reliable infrastruc-
ture that drives operational
excellence, We are honored to
work with two industry lead-
ers to help shape the future of
telecommunications in Pak-
istan and beyond."s

MOIB lauds ZTE's cutting-
edge solution to redefine
digital TV experience

Islamabad: Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcasting
(MOIB) praised ZTE's innova-
tive DTME-A 5TB Box for en-
hancing digital TV experience.

Ashfaq Ahmad Khalil, Ad-
ditional Secretary, MOIB, pre-
sented a shield to ZTE Pakistan's
CEQ, Li Guowen, at the event
attended by officials from the

Chinese Embassy, CPEC Au-
thority, PTV, and ZTE.
Speeches emphasized the
collaboration's  significance.
ZTE also presented shields to

MOIB and PTV officials. This
initiative strengthens Pak-
China friendship and show-
cases Pakistan's commitment
to technology.m

Airlink meets Shariah compliance for KMI All Share Index

Lahore: Airlink Communi-
cation Limited has been deemed
compliant with the Shariah
screening criteria of the KMI All
Share Islamic Index by the Pak-
istan Stock Exchange (PSX).

Meezan Bank Limited, act-
ing as the Shariah Technical
Services and Support Provider,
has reviewed Airlink Communi-
cation's financial statements for
the period ending December 31,
2024,

The bank has confirmed that
Airlink Communication's finan-
cial statements meet the Shariah
screening criteria established by

the KMI All Share Index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange. Fol-
lowing the audit of the financial

statements, investors are permit-
ted to trade Adrlink Communi-

cation's shares, provided they
cleanse their dividend income in
accordance with the company's

“ ﬂ

semi-annual dividend purifica-
tion rate specified in the KMI

All Share Islamic Index,
Furthermore, Airlink Com-
munication has provided addi-
tional information to enhance its
financial disclosures, particularly
for the review period from July
1, 2024, to December 31, 2024,
After evaluating this supplemen-
tary data, Meezan Bank has re-

January 1, 2025, to June 30,
2025, Shariah compliance sta-
tus of Airlink Communication's
consolidated financial state-
ments may change in future pe-
rinds,

Airlink  Communication
Limited is one of the leading
mamifacturers, distributors, and
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TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

confirmed  that  Airlink retailers of smartphones in Pak-
Communication's  financial istan. With a strong presence in
statements continue to adhere to  the telecom industry for over ten
the Shariah criteria, vears and the successful launch
This certification will remain  of the largest private sector IPO,
valid until the next recomposi- the company has now ex-
tion of the PSX KMI All Share panded its operations to in-
Index, covering the period from  clude TV manufacturing,=
JUNE, 2025
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Mobilink Bank awards the Top Employer in
Pakistan for 2025 in the banking sector

Islamabad: Mobilink Bank
has been certified as a Top Em-
ployer in Pakistan for 2025 by
the prestigious Top Emplovers
Institute, a global authority rec-
ognizing excellence in people
practices, Mobilink Bank is
Pakistan's first and only bank to
receive this prestigious certifi-
cation, affirming its standing as
one of the country's most inclu-
sive and diverse institutions.

The certification places
Mobilink Bank among the
most enterprising organiza-
tions that provide a thriving
work culture and prioritize em-
ployee well-being and profes-
sional growth, The milestone
elevates the bank as only the
second OpCo within the
VEON Group (after Bee-
lineUzbekistan) and among the
top ten organizations across
Pakistan to have achieved this
distinction.

Mobilink Bank's recogni-
tion stems from its pioneering
initiatives that champion inclu-

'Humgadam' focuses on creat-
ing a more accessible and ac-
commodating environment for

sivity and empowerment differently-abled persons.
within the workplace and be- Meanwhile, the Ffagship
> T i iE

yond. Its 'MobilinkHer' pro-
gram i3 a dedicated women's
returnship initiative designed to
reintegrate talented women
into the workforce after career
breaks, offering them tailored
support and professional devel-
opment opportunities, while

Women Inspirational Network
{(WINY actively promotes fe-
male leadership and financial
inclusion through capacity
building, mentorship, and out-
reach.

"This global recognition re-
flects our team's drive to build

an inclusive and empowering
workplace," said Haaris Mah-
mood Chaudhary, President
and CEO Mobilink Bank. "Di-
versity and a strong organiza-
tional culture fuels innovation,
and we're proud to lead by ex-
ample in Pakistan's financial
sector.”

Aleena Tanvir, Chief Peo-
ple Officer at Mobilink Bank,
said, "At Mobilink Bank, our
people are at the heart of
everything we do. We are
deeply committed to building
a workplace rooted in inclusiv-
ity, growth, and continuous
learning. Being recognized by
the prestigious Top Employers
Institute is a powerful affirma-
tion of our efforts to cultivate
and nurture a culture that in-
spires talent, drives innova-
tion, and reinforces our
position as an employer of
choice."s

Kacific partnhers with Su-
pernet to improve satel-
lite broadband coverage

Islamabad: Kacific Broad-
band Satellites Group, a next-
generation satellite operator
providing affordable, high-
speed internet access to un-
derserved markets, is pleased

_ i
to announce its strategic part-
nership with Supernet Lim-
ited, one of Pakistan's
leading telecommunications
and data network service
providers. This collaboration
aims to accelerate the distri-
bution and adoption of Ka-
cific’s broadband solutions in

targeted rural areas across
Pakistan.

Supernet Limited will
serve as an authorised reseller
of Kacific's products and
services, leveraging its exten-
sive market presence and
technical capabilities to bring
satellite connectivity to com-
munities and enterprises in
need.

“This partnership marks a
significant milestone in our
mission to connect the un-
connected,” said Christian
Patouraux, CEO of Kacific.
“Supernet's strong footprint
and proven track record in
delivering telecom services
make them an ideal partner
to amplify the reach and im-
pact of our satellite solutions
in Pakistan and beyond."ws

Zindigi, LDA to promote a
greener future in Lahore

Lahore: To mark World En-
vironment Day, Zindigi, pow-
ered by JS Bank and LDA,
launched plantation drive at
LDA Awenue 1, Lahore. The
initiative, a part of Zindigi's
CSR efforts, aims to contribute
toward environmental sustain-
ability and build a greener La-
hore and Pakistan for future
generations. The plantation
drive was inaugurated by Atf
Ishaque, Chief Business Officer
of Zindigi, along with Vice
Chairman of LDA, Mian
Marghoob Ahmed and DG
LDA, Tahir Faroog. They sym-
bolically planted the first
saplings, marking the beginning
of a collective movement to
promote environmental respon-
sibility.

DG LDA Tahir Farooq said
that the LDA had amended its
regulations and made the con-

struction of greywater treat-
ment plants mandatory in one-
canal houses. He emphasised

that, with the support of the pri-
vate sector, development au-
thorities can educate the public
and the construction industry to
adopt environmentally friendly
initiatives and best global prac-
tices, DG Tahir Farooq added
that the LDA has planted more
than 300,000 trees in various
schemes with the support of pri-
vate sector. He appreciated the
support of JS Bank’s Zindigi in
promoting a greener future.m

Fatima Fertilizer wins big at Pakistan Digital Awards

Lahore: Fatima Fertilizer
has once again solidified its po-
sition as a leader in innovation,
sustainability, and impactful
storytelling by winning two
prestigious awards at the Pak-
istan Digital Awards 2025,
marking its sixth consecutive
year of recognition at this na-
tional platform. The company
has been honored with two
awards: Green Digital Adver-
tising Campaign Award for
“Leading Sustainable Change
for Pakistan" — Sarsabz UNDP
Campaign and Best Content of
the Year for the soulful Ra-
madan Campaign: “Allah Hu
Allah Hu” featuring Atif

Aslam.
These accolades highlight
Fatima Fertilizer's commit-

s -

ment to driving meaningful
change through purpose-led
communication, digital excel-

lence, and strategic partner-
ships,

The Digital

Awards platform is celebrated
for its individuality and impar-
tiality, recognizing and honor-

ing the brilliance of digital plat-
forms and talent, The awards
shine a spotlight on outstand-
ing websites, apps, and cre-
ators, reflecting the dynamic
evolution of public, private,
and third-sector organizations
in trade and communication,
Fatima Fertilizer’s Sarsabz
UNDP Campaign, which
earned the Green Digital Ad-
vertising Award, celebrates a
groundbreaking partnership
with the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme, making
Fatima Fertilizer, in partner-
ship with UNDP, the first com-
pany in Pakistan to adopt the
SDGs Impact Framework, =
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Book your desired
Ufone 4G number
and have it deliv-
ered to your
doorstep for free!

Islamabad: Ufone has
launched an online SIM book-
ing service that delivers your
preferred 4G number to your
doorstep. You can now easily
secure a unique Golden or
Platinum number by booking
your SIM online and having it
delivered to you. To book your
desired number, visit the
Ufone website, UPTCL app, or
‘WhatsApp Bot. By booking
your Ufone 4G number digi-
tally, you can enjoy benefits
such as double volume pack-
ages, a free Golden number,
and free SIM delivery, Existing
Ufone customers and cus-
tomers from other networks
can avail of this offer without

any charges. Book your Ufone
4G number today for a seam-
less and convenient experi-

Pakistan-US invest-
ment conference
held in Dallas

Dallas; Pakistan and the
United States have launched
their most significant bilateral
business  partnership in
decades during the Pakistan-
US Investment Conference
2025 in Dallas, The conference
marks a historic shift in South
Asian-American economic re-
lations, with major corpora-
tions and government entities
from both nations committing
to unprecedented levels of col-
laboration,

Jehangir Raja, Chairman
of JR Dallas Fund, announced
a landmark $10 million invest-
ment commitment for Pak-
istani technology
entrepreneurs Mehwish
Salman Ali and Malik Mud-
dasir, CEO of Apps Genii, rep-
resenting one of the largest
single private investments in
Pakistan's emerging Al and
data technology sector. This in-
vestment demonstrates grow-
ing international confidence in
Pakistan's technology capabil-
ities and positions the country
as a major player in the global
tech ecosystem.s
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Zong wins ‘Best Digital Campaign (TikTok)’ at Pakistan
Digital Awards 2025

Islamabad: Zong has been hon-
ored with the Best Digital Campaign
(TikTok) award at the Pakistan Digital
Awards 2025, Recognized as one of
Pakistan’s most credible platforms for
digital excellence, the Pakistan Digital
Awards are judged by an independent
panel of industry leaders, and cele-
brates the innovation that delivers
both creative resonance and tangible
positive outcomes.

More than just an accolade, this
award reinforces the brand's strategic
direction and strengthens the market
positioning of Zong as a fronfrunner
in Pakistan's digital ecosystem. It re-
flects how the company is delivering
on its brand promise of “Let’s Get
Digital”, not just in words, but
through measurable impact and effec-
tive use of platforms that matter to
today’s audiences,

At the heart of the campaign was
the notion of bringing convenience

closer to users; seamlessly, intuitively,
and at scale, By harnessing the immer-

digital companion for millions.
The campaign's success was fur-

sive potential of TikTok's short-form
content and pairing it with Google
UAC’s algorithmic targeting, Zong
positioned My Zong App as more
than just a utility, it became a daily

ther amplified on the global stage
when it was spotlighted in an official
TikTok case study, a testament to its
exceptional execution and measurable
business impact.

Sajid Munir, Head of Marketing at
Zong, shared his thoughts on the win;
“We are grateful to the Pakistan Digi-
tal Awards for this recognition. This
award is a meaningful milestone that
reflects not only on our belief in bold
storytelling, but also on our efforts to-
wards user-first thinking, and smart,
locally grounded innovation. Our
team's passion for reimagining digital
experiences continues to shape how
millions engage with technology every
day."”

This recognition reaffirms Zong's
ongoing journey to transform Pak-
istan's digital landscape, where intelli-
gent solutions, high-impact
campaigns, and inclusive access go
hand in hand, With every milestone,
Zong remains committed to crafting
experiences that are not only efficient,
but also empowering, intuitive, and
uniquely relevant to the evolving
needs of the Pakistani user.m

Wasim Akram is the face behind the Dr.
Herbalist wellness solutions by Hemani

12 individuals disclosed as-
sets of more than Rs10 billion

Karachi: Hemani, a trusted
name in mnatural health,
launches its new premium
herbal wellness line, Dr
Herbalist by Hemani, featur-
ing cricket legend Wasim
Alcram. This campaign marks
a milestone in promoting ho-
listic health through natural
remedies, including Ashwa-
gandha Gummies, Shilajit,
and Moringa Capsules.

The TVC showcases
Akram's inspiring journey of
maintaining an active lifestyle,
emphasising self-care and the
power of nature. Mr. Mustafa
Hemani, CEQ of Hemani
Group, stated, “Wasim Alram

embodies strength and re-
silience, making him the per-

Herbalist aims to blend tradi-
tional herbal remedies with

fect leader for our wellness

mﬁSS&gll"

Launched recently, Dr

modern science, providing ac-
cessible  wellness  solutions
globally.=

Islamabad: In a striking dis-
closure before the National As-
sembly's Standing Committee
on Finance, Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) Chairman
Rashid Langrial revealed that
just 12 individuals in Pakistan
have declared assets exceeding
Rs10 billion in their tax returns,
despite a population of over
250 million.

Langrial hinted at wide-
spread tax evasion and under-
reporting among the wealthy,
pointing out that a casual stroll
through Islamabad's upscale F-
6 sector would reveal a differ-
ent picture of wealth
concentration than what is re-
ported to tax authorities.

Langrial added that the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) has barred the govern-
ment from offering new tax ex-
emptions to Special Economic
Zones (SEZs). Existing SEZs
will keep their tax relief only
until 2035, Reopening discus-
sions on this timeline, he
warned, could lead the IMF to
bring the exemption deadline
forward to 2027,

The impact of rising ten-
sions between Iran and Israel is
warning of potential global oil
price hikes. FM Aurangzeb
confirmed that a high-level
committee formed to monitor
the situation to avoid affecting
Pakistani consumers. =

Telecom sub-

scribers sur-

pass 200m in
Pakistan

Islamabad: The telecom
subscribers in the country has
exceeded 200 million, marking
a significant milestone in Pak-
istan's digital growth, The PTA
described this achievement as
historic and a reflection of the
country's rapid digital progress,
In celebration of this milestone,
the PTA and major telecom
companies (Jazz, Telenor,
Ufone, Zong, and SCO) offered
free 2GB data + 200 on-net min-
utes to all mobile users on June
20. The PTA, along with PTCL,
Transworld, Nayatel, Cybernet,
and Wateen, are installing free
Wi-Fi hotspots for 6 months at
HEC-recognized selected uni-
versities, including women's uni-
versities, to enhance students’
access to digital resources. =

Turkish Coca-Cola Icecek provides fund-
Ing for the 'Restoring River Ravi Project

Islamabad: Coca-Cola Ige-
cek (CCI) Pakistan has an-
nounced new ﬁJnding for the

ble and community-driven
projects in Lahore and Faisal-
abad

&
wl.\r

restoration of the River Ravi
Project, marking a significant
step towards water sustainabil-
ity. As part of its broader com-
mitment to sustainability, CCI
Pakistan has previously in-
vested $120,000 in water re-
plenishment initiatives for the
Favi Basin, focusing on scala-
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The launch event, attended
by representatives from CCI
Pakistan, The Coca-Cola Com-
pany, and WWF Pakistan,
highlighted CCI's water stew-
ardship strategy and the impact
of initiatives such as rainwater
harvesting, groundwater
recharge wells, floating wet-

|TW!TTER.CDM;I’F LAREMAGAZINEPK

land systems, and awareness
campaigns like "Fix the Leak',

Sunay Sanli, General Man-
ager of CCI Pakistan, ex-
pressed pride in the partnership
with WWTF and local institu-
tions, emphasizing the goal of
creating measurable impact by
restoring water sources and
strengthening community ties.

With a global sustainability
perspective, Sanli, a seasoned
professional of Turkish origin,
brings valuable experience to
CCI's efforts.

Coca-Cola Igecek, a multi-
national beverage company
and part of Tirkiye's Anadolu
Group, operates in 12 coun-
tries, offering a diverse range of
beverages to a population of
600 million people.

Through collaboration with
public and private sector part-
ners, CCI remains committed
to realizing its vision of a
water-secure and sustainable
Pakistan.m

CFO Confer-
ence 2025 held
in Lahore

Lahore: The Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Pak-
istan (ICAP) hosted CFO Con-
ference 2025 in Lahore under
the theme “Quantum Leap:
Agility &amp; Competitive
Edge." The conference attracted
a diverse group of finance pro-
fessionals, industry experts, and
thought leaders, with a focus on
the evolving role of CFOs in a
rapidly transforming business
landscape.

Mz, Saif Ullah, President of
ICAF, in his keynote address,
eloquently underscored the criti-
cal importance and timeliness of
this year's theme. He reflected
upon the unprecedented velocity
of transformation reshaping the
global financial and business
landscape, emphasizing that
today’s finance leaders must cul-
tivate agility, embrace disruptive
technologies, and position them-
selves as strategic enablers.m
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50 0P, £/1.8, (wide], PDAF, 5
+ 5 MP, /2.2, (ultrawide),
175" + 2 MP, £12.4, {macra)

T 5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable),

=4 RAM8GB ROM 128GB

Chipset: Unisoc T0E , CPU: Octa-core

6.6" HO+(1612*720), 90z, Hote

Fromt: 8 MP, , Main: 50 MP

5000 mah

l’il'l'&mmy RAM 8G8{4+4) ROM 12868

iy

- INGVI

Infinix

SITIART 9

48-Month Guaranteed Joy

128GEB ROM | BODOMAH | 8MP FRONT CAMERA
4GE8 RAM BATTERY 12MP AF REAR CAMERA

|

Infinix

MOTE40Pro

wwiinovite| eoom cormpl ﬂ

Samsung Galaxy A15

Rs. 52,999

Chipset; Mediatek Helio G39
{6 nm}, CPU: Octa-core {2 x 2.2 Ghe
4 Cortex-ATE + & x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

T 6.5 Inches, Super
Dlﬂplﬂy AMOLED Touchscreen

Front: 13 ME, 2.0, (wide}
- Main: Trigle Cafmera: 50 MP,
Camera /1.8, (wide], &F + 5 MPE §/2.2,
{ultrawide) + 2 MF, /2.4, imacro)

. 5 5000maAR
{Li-Po Non removable)

RAM BGE
ROM 128GB
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VGO TEL

RS 4,050

Big
Speaker

Dedicated
Music Keys

2 Big
_ Torch Light

Redmi 13
Scene hai 13
Rs. 31,499

Supports 33W Fast Charging

>I\A/

%

'Standhﬂ Up to 19 days

listore 2:19

Kiaomi Sl:n_re
Redmi 14C
Rounded Design Aesthetic
Glamour at your fingertips
6GH + 120GE
Processor ‘ Charging Display Battery
Habo GA-IRa TEW Fagt Charging 688" Dot Drogy Disoiay Sle0rman
~

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G99
Ultimate, CPU: Dota-core (2x2.2
G Cortex-ATE & 6420 GHz Cortex-ASS)

6.78 Inches, AMOLED,

LIRS 1200z, 130 nits (peak)

Front: 32 MF, , Main: Triple
108 MP, /1.9, [wide], 1/1.52°, POAF
2 WP, 2.4, 3rd unspecified camera

5000 mah
{non removable)

/=) RAMBGB ROM 256GB

VGO TEL Smart 3

= | Octa-Core 1.6CGHz
118

Chipset: Mediatek MTE763H |
Helio GBS [12nm), CPU: Octa-core)
(2% 2.0 GHz Cortex-ATS

+ 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-AS5)

6,78 Inches, IPS LCD,
QHz, 500 nits (peak)

]

Fromt: 32 MP, Main: Triple Camera 50 MR, |
ffLA, (wide), AF + 2 M7, {24,

(macra) + .08 MF, (zuxiliary lens)

5000mah
(Mon removable)

EEEL RAMBGB  ROM 256GB
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO PLUS

- .-i'I-:;‘~rn'.-" 678" AMOLED 120Hz

Front Camera: 32MP
Rear Camera: 108MP

a
[T
"

16GB Ram+254GB ROM

TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20 PRO

Display 678" IPS LCD

Front Camera: 32MP

Wil Rear Camera: 108MP

16GE Ram+254GE ROM

Mh o (8GB+8GB Extended) Sl (8GB+8GB Extended)

i..wi'i'bf"l‘.i :'I';b'i 33W, Super Chﬂr‘ge Chorging 33W, Super Charge

.;f.;s "',': I. 5000mAh M 5000m AR
TECNO TECNO

TECNO SPARK 20C

46" IP5 LCD

Front Camera: 8MP
Rear Camera: 50MP

8GB Ram+128GB ROM
(4GB+4GB Extended)

18W, Fast Charge

5000mAR

TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G

678" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: S0MP

S00F (D15 Sory IMIBsD
Re‘]r: Sensor + SOMP LW-2ZMP

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

LS 70w, Ulira Charge

5000mAhR

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PREMIER 5G

678" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: 50MP

SOMIP Sovey IMAER0 (OH5)
HE'C“‘Z 50 SermeS0 AL

12GBE Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

JOW, Ulira Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30

678" AMOLED 120Hz

Front: 50MP
Rear: 50MP

12GB Ram#256GB ROM
(12GB+12GE extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh
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Import Dads Smark Phones [Imporisr Wise]

e e 1 o | aty . [y
FUTLRE TECH APFE 140 RREELL]
TRABLING SOLUTIONS [SMCPRIVATE] LIMITED APFLE
I TRCHROLOGIES [PRIVATE] LIMITED APRE
IPHOME OITY AT APFLE
_BFLECT TRCHROAOGIES (PEVATE) LIWATID ARELE
SMART SOLUITICING. 1 APPLE 1 5,518 | 1754774
AL RAFITRA [NTERFPRISES KPFLE
" AMERT SOLUTICMS (FRINATE) LIMITED | BPRLE | |
GRINT TECHNOLOGITS (FRIVATE) LIMITED APFLE 2887 2808971
RAHRA TRADERS APRLE a1 158,805
KETION MOBILE KPFLE 156 58008
AR RPN
MNAOTEL TRANG | APPLE | T34 1 321362
SHOPRT APRLE BAEE AR
(DRI EN TERPRISES | EPFLE L ]
WADAD MAODRILE (FYT. ) LIMITED APFLE
AFFLE 1,848 L_LREL]
T LEADING EDWGE FARIS TAN |PRIVATE] LIWITLD APFLE ag08 5,100,015
APFLE wia 20,520
AV ERTERP RIS ES EPRLE
 WTLLOATONE TECHROLCHERS [PRIVATE] LISATTID APFLE &40 ¥11.490
WA, £ RIGHT MoaiLE 1 EPRLE 1 1
TRADE BATCH INTERMATIOMAL KPFLE
BTF REHBA NI TRADERS AEFE 20 Iyos0y
GIITK [NTERFRSIS APFLE 73 187,740
T CORETROH BPRE A0 PR
B CATION APFRLE 247E 2,800,721
URRA COMMUSICATION ARRLE
FICK M 3awE | APFLE . .
CLIEOTIL TRACING APFLE 1m0 135,305
ALBARKAT SVITERS 1 EPPLE L |
HEAVIN TICHMOLOGIS APFLE ATETD
SICOGTEL TRAING APHE a0 80458
UMITED TRADERS APFLE
MDD GALGGETH (FRIVATE] LIMI TR ALE
ATV TRADING (PRIVATE] LSATLD FEYWA
SHOPIME SGOOGLE i L0
SICCOTEL TREDING | BOUELE | 13 | 1,837
5.4.0 COMMUNICATION SOOEL s AT
SMART TECHIOLOMES 1 L 1 L : 0,487
AL-NARSAT GOOGLE
AR BOLLITICHNS G [T 15,731
FOLLD ATICON TECHROLDTY [PRIVATE) LIMITED HELLE TECH
HPERT TECH SOLUTIGNS EACDARH 0 BEITE
BOUNE TECH (MIVATE) LIRITED span 3000 8,501
UNITED COMMUSICATION (PVT.] LIMITED o ENE 08 BAZEP0
PREMIER {O0E (PRPATE) LRI TED | e | 1
SWFT BE SOLUTHINE PVT LT T AG 500 116,725
HEK N sAE NG
ALPHA [NIT#DES [PRIVATE] LIMITID M-HICRSE
WOV TRcHHCLOGH HH0H
WO TELECOM [PV, ) LIMITED INFINIR az 002 4,308 542
" FFNITH ESTERPRISE INFINE
CARLCARE SERVICE [PUT.) LIMITED 1 INTINIE | a | £l
SICCOTIL TRADING INFINIK
“RETVHREE TRLRCTIRA (R ] CIATTTE INFINIE | 13 1 1,857
TRANSEION TECHD ELECTHONICS |PRIVATE] LIMITES 1 INFINIE 138,000 [T
AT el o
T ADVARLE TELECORA (FeT.] LISTTED meL 7 255
~ ERERE ERA TECH RIS {PEErATE T LIRATTEE L g RENLE
T YECND FACK ELECTRONICS | FHIVATE] LRI TED ImEL | 1
TRANESI0N TECHD ELECTROMICS {FRIVATE] LIMITED. 1 L
TR ORI NILA FITN MOTOROLA I 1
AL BARKAT SYETEME 1 BOTORDLA
TR SRR {REETE] LRI MEOTEROLA
TTONTUME [FRIGATE] LIMITED MOTOAOLA
T TR FACK EOFCTRORICE [FRIVATIT LIRITEE PR,
T ECOOTEL THADNG WORLA
VELLOSTONE TECRNOLOEIES [FRIVATE] LIRITED WOTHNG
LOGIETICE PROPEL 1 FD NAME
TRETIIN RACHRILE W MAME I 1
EMERCER TEOHMOLOGIES {FRIVATE] LMoo 1 W RAME 5 a5y
RO NAME a e
TPATS GREEN GATE GLOBAL O NAME 12 3,084
TTCOHTE STARS EIECTRONICS ik FAMF
TR TELEET (PRI ATE) LIRITED Y MEME
T OAZIRE TECH [PREARTI] WITED R MAME
TEARET TRCH [FRIVATE] (IRTTED | apFa | 28200 | 2,278,500
IMPLL TECH [PRIVATE} LIMITED arro
- RIS L MORILE
ERERT TECH [PHIVATE] LIMATTED BLALME 36,000 2,684,000
EEALME Ekl 7880
T LOHISTIC PROPEL MEALME 2 e
ORI S PASLING m 5,737
T HEEEFTEL THADNG BAMELING | n 1 5,713
ERART TECHMOLOGIES [ SAMELNG 4R 133,558
TR RGN SAMILING I ¥ 1 4,118
SHOPME 1 SAMEING 142 1377
TR R SRMELING
TRA D COMTLINICATION SAMELUNG 1570 &11,735
TRLTNEEAT VS TONE SARELIRG
T RARSLI BT AR TAR (FRIGATE] LIMITED SAMSLIN | i 1 19,600
GASIN ENTIARRISES 1 SRMELING - ¢
T TGEHY WA DO PR 0 LITATTED 1 SAMSLNG | 21014 1 (CEET
SAHAM TRADEZRS SAMELURD 2 A
TRIR WK CORRLRIEATIEN 110 TECND A800 LATTATE
SATAR TRADERS TELMD 35 23,530
T ALVARCE TELTCOR [P ORATTD TRCNO EAL]
T TRANSSICN TECND ELECTHOMICS [PRIVATE] LIMITED TECMO a5 000 0,141,567
~ CORETECH TEERD
T HICEOTEL THAGNG TECNG | 1
CARLCARE SERVICE [FVT.] LBATID 1 TECHD
TEEE R iR LILEFONE I 1
CORETAL IADE TECHNGLOGY (FRIVATE] LaTEn 1 wivo 104,004 10,437,625
R TRLECTR (RN FRIVATE WIRETEL 10015 0, THE
T CANLCANE SERVICE (F91.) LIWITED VILLADK
TR TELF L (B0 ITRAITES VilLAGH 1nane g3 pon
T EOE COMLILTING SOLUTGR MIACH
T CORETECH LIET ] w50 LMl
STHATEGIC LOGISTHC SENVIES {PRAVATE] LWTED 1 HIALN 1 3 | 1,730
[ AR & 1,800
T RERET TRCANGLOG TS [FRIVATE] IR A AT 194, EEEITRT]
“USITED COMPIRICA TR0M [FYT.| LIRTED N MO
T RO TR RS W MACILE
VERIDEST SRANDS PAKSTASN FRIVATE LIMITED N MOBE
T WERIRIET BEAROS PAKATAM PEAVKTE LIMITED ImE
AIUNE TECH (PIWATE) LIRITED 1 e || :
UMITED € AT FVT. | LIMITED T
_HPPLE 33,563 17,484,341
. —ERTRE
' TR o] AT
¥ T FAVWE
T EFGRE
HELL® TEEk 1 1 1
G 3,000 8,301
3 T HLACEVAEWN SO0 LTS
v ) T a000 2,570
T A 2500 186,738
TG
T PR
INFINIE 231017 17542 530
—TTEL anony 2T LB
T MOTORE
R
T R i EEL
L] 28208 FRELY ]
“WOTHIRG I I
0 AL T
16,035 L7ULENN
T EARATLRG T I EAE L ]
_TEERG e
i 105 1A876I3
ViLLAGH | | R 3 xag00
VooTEL | 1 10015 1 30,760
W RADEILE
T RTREIRT 195061 12,301,157
I .
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.
Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ral n

areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Taloeammiimcanan Lt

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi Note 14 Series

Iconic shots, Al crafted
200MP Al camera - All-Star Durability

Starting From Rs. 50,49¢




Vivo V50 Go

Co-engineered with ﬁ

ZEISS Portrait So Pro

Comes with

w .



	Artboard 1
	Artboard 2
	Artboard 3
	Artboard 4
	Artboard 5
	Artboard 6
	Artboard 7
	Artboard 8
	Artboard 9
	Artboard 10
	Artboard 11
	Artboard 12
	Artboard 13
	Artboard 14
	Artboard 15
	Artboard 16
	Artboard 17
	Artboard 18
	Artboard 19
	Artboard 20
	Artboard 21
	Artboard 22
	Artboard 23
	Artboard 24
	Artboard 25
	Artboard 26
	Artboard 27
	Artboard 28
	Artboard 29
	Artboard 30
	Artboard 31
	Artboard 32
	Artboard 33
	Artboard 34
	Artboard 35
	Artboard 36
	Artboard 37
	Artboard 38
	Artboard 39
	Artboard 40
	Artboard 41
	Artboard 42
	Artboard 43
	Artboard 44
	Artboard 45
	Artboard 46
	Artboard 47
	Artboard 48
	Artboard 49
	Artboard 50
	Artboard 51
	Artboard 52
	Artboard 53
	Artboard 54
	Artboard 55
	Artboard 56
	Artboard 57
	Artboard 58
	Artboard 59
	Artboard 60
	Artboard 61
	Artboard 62
	Artboard 63
	Artboard 64
	Artboard 65
	Artboard 66
	Artboard 67
	Artboard 68
	Artboard 69
	Artboard 70
	Artboard 71
	Artboard 72
	Artboard 73
	Artboard 74
	Artboard 75
	Artboard 76
	Artboard 77
	Artboard 78
	Artboard 79
	Artboard 80
	Artboard 81
	Artboard 82
	Artboard 83
	Artboard 84
	Artboard 85
	Artboard 86



