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National News

Auto parts makers to lose
business due to govt
changed tariff policy

The auto sector in Pakistan 15 currently in a crisis due to the NTF 2025-30, which envisages the
removal of the s and allowing the import of used vehicles, putting local assemblers and two
million jobs at risk, While policy changes may result in an annual revenue loss of ReB78 billion, they
aleo provide export opportunities for companies thar comply with international standards. Some firms
have reported a 12% growth in Q3 2025, Industry leaders are calling for tax exemptions for foreign
buyers and fnancial reforms, while the EDB is ideri idies for green ing ro
stabilise local demand and boost exports.

The Pakistan Association of Auwtomotive Parts & Accessories Manufacturers (PAAPAM) has
emphasised in its report that Pakistan's auto-parts industry, which has developed over the years, now
comprises more than 1,200 Tier-1, Tier-2, and Tier-3 suppliers. This sector supports 1,83 million skilled
joba, with 300,000 direcily employed, and adds over B300 billion anmually 1o localised production,
helping to prevent foreign exchange outflows and benefiting the economy

. B ['J'
Inovi Telecom & Infinix shine
at “My Karachi” Expo with a
22 crest by the CM Sindh

Participants of the Senior
Management Course from NIPA
visited the PTCL Group HQs 24

vivo X Fold5 now available
across Pakistan with
exclusive launch offer

in digital transformation,
investing Rs 25.5b
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IFlood and
role of the
Pak Army

At this time of devastating floods engulfing the entire
Punjab 1n particular and the country in general, the Pakistan
Army has once again come forward to rescue human lives,
provide relief goods and food to the marooned people, and help
them rehabilitate their homes and return to normal life. The
Pakistan Armed Forces have always played a commendable
role in challenging times for the nation. Whether it is defending
borders or tackling internal challenges like terrorism, the
Pakistan Army has consistently intervened to address every
crisis, such as disturbed law and order, intense fires, floods,
earthquakes, or other natural calamities and emergencies.

After 38 years, Punjab has been hit by the worst floods,
mainly caused by the water released by India from torrential
rains in its Northern parts and Punjab. The situation was
aggravated by the unexpectedly excessive rains in Punjab as
well. And the situation became so alarming that it was no
longer manageable by the civil authorities of the province
alone.

Considering the potential risks posed by the current
situation, the Punjab government requested military assistance
to support civilian authorities and handle any unforeseen
circumstances. The army once again rose to the occasion
and has been deployed to rescue flood-affected individuals
and monitor the situation. In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), the
Pakistan Army has also conducted relief operations, and flood
victims have expressed gratitude for the Army’s help in their
rehabilitation efforts.

The recent flooding, which began in late June and
continued into August, has affected various regions, causing
significant loss of life and injuries. The provinces of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and Punjab have been severely impacted
by the floods, with hundreds of casualties and numerous
injuries reported. Several districts in KP and Punjab have been
heavily affected by flash floods and landslides. Punjab has also
faced challenges, with millions of individuals evacuated from
eastern districts due to dam-water released from swollen rivers
in India.

Punjab is battling severe floods caused by ongoing monsoon
rains and water releases from India. Over 1.5 million people
have been displaced, and a huge area of the province has been
submerged. The recent event, which saw a substantial release
of water into the River Ravi, had the passage of the deluge of
approximately 1.2 million cusecs of water discharged by the
enemy state. This enormous influx of water caused the Ravi
River and other water channels to overflow, which particularly
flooded neighbourhoods in Lahore and its posh residential
societies and the surrounding areas.

This incident marked the highest flood level in the Ravi
River in 38 years, creating an “extraordinary flood situation.”
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Drug abusing rapidly growing in
educational institutions

Drug abuse is a rapidly growing social issue in Pakistan, with
a concerning presence in educational institutions. Schools,
colleges, and universities, which are supposed to be places of
learning and character development, are increasingly being
identified as hubs for drug use.

The easy availability of substances like crystal meth (ice),
hashish, and synthetic drugs has enabled students to experiment
at a young age. Peer pressure, curiosity, and the desire to cope
with stress are common factors driving students towards
addiction. Some are influenced by peers or the glorification of
drugs in popular culture and social media.

The consequences are severe: students lose focus on their
studies, their health deteriorates, and in extreme cases,
addiction can destroy their futures. Unfortunately, many
parents and teachers are unaware of the issue until it reaches
a critical stage. It is crucial to implement strict monitoring in
educational institutions, enforce stronger anti-drug policies,
and provide counseling services promptly. Equally important
are awareness campaigns to educate students about the risks
before they become victims.

Muhammad Anfal, Islamabad

Aesthetic clinics and beauty salons
are venues for HIV

HIV is spreading in Pakistan rapidly, and it would be accurate
to describe the situation as the ‘tip of the iceberg. ¢ Pakistan,
as a signatory of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
1s committed to halting the spread of HIV. According to CDC
guidelines, HIV can be transmitted through unprotected anal
or vaginal sex with an infected individual, sharing needles or
drug injection equipment, and from mother to baby during
pregnancy, childbirth, or breastfeeding.

While efforts have been focused on improving hospital
transmission have been overlooked, leading Pakistan into a
concentrated epidemic phase. HIV transmission is largely
behavioral, with unprotected sex and needle sharing being
primary routes of infection. The burgeoning industry of
aesthetics clinics and beauty salons has been neglected by
authorities, despite the significant risk they pose in HIV
transmission. Beauty salon workers often lack proper
knowledge, attitudes, and practices for HIV prevention.
Unsafe practices such as inadequate sterilization and sharing
non-sterile tools greatly increase the risk of HIV transmission.
Mandatory training workshops on safe practices,
decontamination techniques, and the use of disposable razors
should be implemented and enforced. Regulations and regular
mnspections should be in place to ensure that barbershops,
beauty salons, and aesthetic clinics adhere to hygiene
standards.

Dr. Saifur Rehman, Islamabad

Billing scam

There is a serious issue in the way electricity consumers are
being treated. We are not only being overcharged but also
ignored and manipulated. The recent report by the Auditor
General of Pakistan revealed that agricultural tubewells were
overbilled by Rsl148 billion without proper justification.
Similar issues are affecting ordinary households like mine.
It 1s frustrating that regulations are not being enforced. My
electricity bill does not reflect my actual consumption, and

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

when I try to raise a complaint, I am met with silence. DISCOs
seem to charge customers as they please without oversight.
The lack of transparency and accountability is concerning.
The government has not responded publicly to these issues,
and the blame game continues among ministries. We are not
commodities to be exploited. We are citizens with rights,
and we demand to be treated fairly. It is time for someone to
address these issues and listen to our concerns.

Saima Ahmed, Lahore

Al'is no longer a luxury but a

necessity for economic growth

The approval of the National Artificial Intelligence (AI)
Policy for 2025 by the federal cabinet is a significant step
towards embracing the digital future. The plan aims to train
one million AI professionals, provide 3,000 scholarships
annually, develop 1,000 local AI products, and launch 50,000
Al-related projects by 2030, showcasing its ambitious goals.
This policy recognizes that Al is no longer a luxury but a
necessity for economic growth, global competitiveness, and
technological independence. The government’s investment in
human capital and innovation is geared towards creating an
ecosystem where AI can flourish locally rather than relying
solely on imports. However, achieving these ambitious targets
will require practical strategies. Revamping the education
system and technical infrastructure is essential to train one
million professionals effectively.

Pakistan’s recognition of AI’s importance in the future
economy i1s commendable. The focus now needs to shift
from ambition to implementation. If executed effectively,
this policy has the potential to position Pakistan as a regional
leader in Al innovation. However, without robust governance,
it risks remaining a mere vision on paper.

Rukaiya Ashraf Abbasi, Peshawar

Alarming rise in youth
unemployment

I wish to express my deep concern over the alarming rise in
youth unemployment, which poses a severe threat to Pakistan’s
economy, social cohesion, and future development. With over
60% of the population under 30, we are a young nation with
vast potential. Yet, instead of becoming our greatest strength,
this youth bulge risks becoming a source of frustration and
instability. Every year, thousands graduate from universities,
but only a small fraction find stable, relevant employment. The
disconnect between education and market needs has left many
with degrees but lacking the skills to compete. Economic and
political instability, coupled with low investment in industry
and entrepreneurship, has worsened the situation.

Youth unemployment is not only an economic issue but also
a social one. Joblessness can lead to depression, emigration,
crime, or radicalisation — a tragic waste of talent that could
otherwise fuel innovation and progress.

Addressing this crisis must be a national priority. We need
educational reforms to strengthen technical training, digital
skills, and entrepreneurship. Start-ups and small businesses
should be supported through low-interest loans and mentorship
schemes. Public-private partnerships can expand internships,
training programmes, and job placements.

If we fail to act now, we risk losing a generation — and with it,
the opportunity to build a stronger, more prosperous Pakistan.

Arisha Malik, Islamabad

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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Pakistan has taken a commendable step by recognising
AT’s significance in the future economy. Now, the focus
must move from ambition to effective implementation. If
executed wisely, this policy could position Pakistan as a
regional leader in Al innovation. However, without robust
governance, it risks remaining just another vision on paper

he federal cabinet’s approval of the National

Artificial Intelligence Policy for 2025 marks

a crucial step towards embracing the digital

future. The goal of training one million A
professionals, awarding 3,000 scholarships annually,
developing 1,000 local AI products, and launching
50,000 Al-related projects by 2030 underscores the
plan’s ambition. At its core, this policy acknowledg-
es that Al is no longer a luxury; it’s a necessity for
economic growth, global competitiveness, and tech-
nological independence. By investing in human capi-
tal and innovation, the government aims to foster an
ecosystem where Al can thrive domestically, not just
be imported.

However, bold targets require grounded strate-
gies. Training one million professionals demands
a significant overhaul of our education system and
technical infrastructure. Universities, vocational cen-
tres, and online platforms must be equipped not only
to teach Al theory but also to prepare individuals for
practical application.

Similarly, launching tens of thousands of Al
projects might seem promising, but without industry
partnerships, funding access, and proper regulation,
many initiatives risk failing to grow or sustain. More-
over, ethics, data protection, and inclusivity must be
central pillars of this strategy, or the benefits may
only reach the privileged.

Pakistan’s recognition of AI’s role in the econo-
my is a positive step forward. Now, the focus must
shift from ambition to action. If implemented wisely,
it could position Pakistan as a regional leader in A
innovation. But without strong governance, it risks
becoming just another plan on paper.

Pakistan will also forge international partnerships
and collaborations. It will join global AI forums, build
bilateral and multilateral cooperation, and promote
Al diplomacy. The aim is to align with global stan-
dards, attract ethical Al investment, and participate
in joint research and development. Organisations

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

such as UNESCO and the Asian Development Bank
have engaged with the policy, endorsing its principles
and recognising Pakistan’s readiness to lead respon-
sibly.

Importantly, this policy is not developed in isola-
tion. It is closely integrated with existing digital and
cybersecurity frameworks, including the National
Cyber Security Policy, Cloud First Policy, Personal
Data Protection Bill, Digital Pakistan Policy, and
the Digital Nation Pakistan Act. This alignment en-
sures coherence, avoids duplication, and reflects a
whole-of-government approach to digital transforma-
tion. Inclusivity is a key feature. From Al scholarships
for women and persons with disabilities to training
underserved communities, the policy aims to bridge
divides. The gender digital

INSIGHT | FLARE REPORT | ]

The policy aims to position Pakistan not as a passive
consumer of imported technology but as a sovereign
innovator—developing indigenous AI models, nur-
turing local talent, and exporting smart solutions.

This journey is not just about drafting a document
but shaping the country’s digital future. For national
capacity, public trust, inclusion, and innovation, pol-
icymaking is most effective when it is rooted in peo-
ple’s lives.

The words may be written, but their impact will
depend on action, ownership, and sustained effort.
Pakistan needs to move forward—not as passive
witnesses to the Fourth Industrial Revolution but as
active architects shaping a future where Pakistani tal-
ent, values, and innovation define the global Al land-
scape. This policy of Al in Pakistan did not emerge
behind closed doors. It was built through an inclu-
sive, iterative process involving a multi-stakeholder
committee of experts across Pakistan: government
agencies, private tech firms, academia, civil society,
and the armed forces. Voices from every part of the
country contributed to its vision and details.

The Ministry of IT and Telecom led this effort
with clarity and consistency. The team engaged deep-
ly at all stages of drafting and consultation. Minis-
ter of State Shaza Fatima Khawaja provided timely
guidance, ensuring the policy remained a national
priority. Her role was pivotal in securing cabinet ap-
proval. Broader feedback was also sought and incor-
porated. Stakeholders such as HEC, FBR, PEMRA,
PTA, provincial IT boards, and universities actively
participated. Industry partners, including JAZZ,
OICCI, and GSMA, along with global players like
Google and UNESCOQ, reviewed and helped refine
the document. Their input enhanced the policy’s rele-
vance and broadened its scope.

Developed countries and those that have made
significant progress in Al dissemination have ensured
the availability of computational equipment and fa-
cilities to stakeholders and institutions to develop
human resources and facilitate the modernisation of
processes to build a sustainable Al ecosystem. How-
ever, such efforts require resources that these coun-
tries have secured and made accessible to relevant
stakeholders. Limited computational resources are a
common challenge across various sectors in Pakistan.
The need for computational facilities is vital for pro-
viding reliable and secure access to infrastructure for
complex R&D and high-performance systems. Addi-
tionally, these facilities are crucial for any initiative
aimed at training human resources in Al and related
technologies. Their centralised availability is neces-
sary to streamline training and learning. Moreover, in
many cases, computational resources are not utilised
optimally.

Therefore, a national or provincial data repository
containing all public sector data could be made acces-
sible to a wider audience through a secure and con-
trolled channel. There is also a strong need for train-
ing in high-performance computing technologies to
enable the development of indigenous, customised
solutions that meet local computational needs. En-

divide and algorithmic bias
are not afterthoughts; they
are at the centre of the strat-
egy. Al must not reinforce
structural inequalities; it
must help dismantle them.
Al is more than just
an additional layer in our
technology stack. It is a
force multiplier for devel-

With the aim of training one mil-
lion Al professionals, awarding
3,000 scholarships annually,
developing 1,000 local Al prod-
ucts, and launching 50,000
Al-related projects by 2030, the
plan is undeniably ambitious

suring safe and secure data
sharing and promoting the
ethical adoption of Al and
related technologies are pri-
mary concerns for all stake-
holders, whether national
or international. Globally,
countries that have adopted
Al have formulated guide-
lines and principles for its
ethical use and established

opment—whether increas-
ing agricultural yields, identifying learning gaps in
schools, supporting financial inclusion, or promoting
transparent governance. Al can achieve in years what
traditional reforms might take decades to realise. Yet,
technology alone is insufficient. It must be comple-
mented by strong public values, institutional pre-
paredness, and civic trust. That is why the policy em-
phasises ethics, transparency, and human oversight. It
proposes an open-source Al governance framework,
regulatory sandboxes, and a national registry for the
public sector.

By 2030, AI adoption could boost Pakistan’s GDP
by up to 12% and create over 3.5 million new jobs.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

regulatory frameworks to
facilitate safe and secure data-sharing mechanisms.
Addressing regulatory challenges is essential to fos-
tering an environment of trust. Furthermore, it is
a fundamental right of users that their data remain
secure and their privacy is protected. As such, an
effective regulatory system is necessary to guide Al
adoption, related initiatives, and data-sharing mecha-
nisms. Most stakeholders have identified various risks
associated with Al adoption as ranging from medium
to high, including malicious intent, data pollution,
data model theft, fairness concerns, accuracy deterio-
ration, invasion of privacy, and others.

| AUGUSTI5-SEPTEMBER 15,2025



v O
VILLAON \,40 Golsend

6.52" 8GCB*+64GB 4000mAh
BIG DISPLAY RAM & ROM MEGA BATTERY
With Dynamic Bar 4+4GB with Charger (Type-C)

Large Storage

8MP SIDE-MOUNTED 14 £
REAR CAM : FINGERPRINT/FACE ID ANDROI
Record Moving Details, Security Version

Vivid and Exciting

UNBELIEVABLE PRICE

Rs.15,999

| B

dydoo3d

=

AVAILABLE IN
2 COLOURS

AURORA BLUE

@ cvsErBLACK

1YEAR

OFFICIAL WARRANTY

Alphacare

www.villaonpakistan.com =




Business News Magazine

fter Starlink’s entry, Chinese firms are

planning satellite internet operations in

Pakistan. The government is expediting

aregulatory framework, with input from
PSARB, PTA, and other agencies, to set licensing
conditions. The framework may also enable direct
satellite-to-mobile connectivity to improve access in
remote areas.

Following the entry of American tech giant
Starlink, several Chinese companies have now ex-
pressed interest in launching satellite internet ser-
vices in Pakistan.

In response, the government has accelerated ef-
forts to finalise the regulatory framework necessary
for such operations. It has directed relevant agen-
cies to complete the rules, regulations, and licence
conditions promptly.

According to official sources, the Pakistan
Space Activity Regulatory Board (PSARB) has
submitted a detailed consultancy report to relevant
authorities and institutions, including the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA). The report
outlines proposed rules, regulations, and licensing

Pakistan has taken a significant
step towards formalising satellite
internet operations by drafting its

first Space Regulatory

Framework, paving the way for
the permanent licensing of global
satellite service providers such as

Elon Musk’s Starlink and other

international firms.

conditions for companies wishing to operate satel-
lite-based internet services in the country.

The PTA is presently reviewing the draft regu-
lations and the recommendations provided by the
consultant. Once reviewed, it will share its formal
opinion with the PSARB to help prepare and pub-
lish the final version of the rules and regulations.

The proposed rules have also been circulated
among other government institutions to gather a
comprehensive perspective. Sources indicate that
all feedback will be considered to develop a com-
plete set of guidelines.

Officials emphasised that the government is
prioritising thorough planning over rushed imple-
mentation. “We're taking into account the potential
technical challenges before granting any operation-
al licences,” one source noted.

Interestingly, the regulatory framework may
also include provisions for direct satellite-to-mobile
phone connections — a feature that could greatly
enhance connectivity in remote areas.

The PSARB aims to finalise the rules and regu-
lations within a month. Once approved, the formal
registration process for satellite internet providers,
including interested Chinese firms, is expected to
commence.

Pakistan has taken a significant step towards
formalising satellite internet operations by drafting
its first Space Regulatory Framework, paving the
way for the permanent licensing of global satellite
service providers such as Elon Musk’s Starlink and
other international firms. This initiative falls un-
der the Pakistan Space Activity Regulatory Board
(PSARB), the designated authority overseeing all
commercial and civil space activities in the country.
The board has finalised the draft of the Space Reg-
ulatory Framework and circulated it to key stake-
holders, including the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA), PEMRA, and other relevant in-
stitutions for feedback.

According to official sources, the framework
aims to align with international best practices and
will include provisions for a clear licensing system,
risk assessment protocols, and robust cybersecurity
and data protection measures. The draft has now
been shared with government departments, telecom
regulators, and media authorities, who have been
invited to submit suggestions. Once stakeholder
input is reviewed, the framework will be finalised
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has submitted a detailed consultancy report to relevant
authorities and institutions, including the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA). The report outlines
proposed rules, regulations, and licensing conditions for
companies wishing to operate satellite-based internet

services in the country

and implemented. Officials familiar with the devel-
opment confirmed that the upcoming policy will re-
quire all satellite internet providers to register with
PSARB before applying for an operating licence
issued by the PTA.

Earlier this year, Starlink was granted a tempo-
rary NOC (No Objection Certificate) by Pakistani
authorities in March 2025, allowing limited oper-
ations under strict conditions. However, under the
new regime, Starlink and others will need to reap-
ply for full operational licences, in line with nation-
al security, commercial, and technical standards.

Sources suggest that interest from global sat-
ellite providers is increasing. Companies such as
China’s Shanghai Spacecom Satellite Technology
and others from Europe and the Gulf have report-
edly expressed willingness to invest in Pakistan’s
expanding space and connectivity market.

The space sector began gaining regulatory trac-
tion after the National Space Policy was approved in
December 2023, followed by the ratification of the
Pakistan Space Activities Rules in February 2024.
These regulatory instruments laid the groundwork
for PSARB’s expanded authority.

Under the proposed framework, satellite inter-
net firms will need to meet rigorous compliance
standards, not only regarding service delivery but
also in respect of international space law, national
security, interference management, and user data
protection. Companies that fail to meet these stan-
dards may face restrictions or the denial of operat-
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ing privileges.

This move is seen as part of Pakistan’s broad-
er efforts to modernise its digital and space infra-
structure while attracting foreign investment. Poli-
cymakers believe enabling satellite internet services
will improve national broadband coverage, espe-
cially in remote and underserved regions.

While the temporary access granted to Star-
link earlier this year marked a milestone for
high-throughput low-earth-orbit (LEQO) satellite
providers in Pakistan, authorities remain cautious.
Regulatory experts emphasise the importance of
establishing safeguards before allowing unrestricted
access to space-based internet systems, which are
often difficult to monitor through traditional tele-
com frameworks. The PSARB now serves as the
country’s central authority for all space-related li-
censing and oversight. Its coordination with PTA
ensures that companies not only meet technical re-
quirements but also align with Pakistan’s broader
data governance and cybersecurity protocols.

With the framework nearing finalisation, gov-
ernment officials are optimistic about opening Pa-
kistan’s space sector to international firms, while
safeguarding national interests and digital sover-
eignty.

As Pakistan prepares to introduce high-speed
satellite internet services, the success of this new
framework will rely on effective enforcement,
cross-agency collaboration, and adaptability to
emerging technologies.
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After reports appeared in the media about the discovery

L P

of large oil and gas reserves underwater in Pakistan,

US President Donald Trump announced to support for
Pakistan to dig it out on various platforms. China has
consistently been a reliable friend of Pakistan and has
helped it out whenever it faced economic and military
challenges. It is now crucial for the government to
maintain a balanced and friendly relationship with both

these major powers

akistan finds is in a bid to maintain a bal-

ance in its ties with two opposing super-

powers, China and the United States, on

the chessboard of 21st-century geopolitics.
Such jockeying is not exactly new and unprecedent-
ed in the case of Pakistan, but the stakes are now
much higher because the strategic confrontation be-
tween Beijing and Washington is fast on the rise. The
formal launch of the second phase of the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the United
States’ strong interest in investing in Pakistan are
very significant developments. Pakistan-US ties had
swung between cooperation and distrust over the last
decade, and in particular during the Biden admin-
stration, they became much strained and reached an
almost lowest ebb.

On the side of China-Pakistan relations, a
thought exists that such growing reliance on Chi-
na does not come without risks. Pakistan is falling
into a debt trap, threatening its financial freedom.
The secrecy surrounding most CPEC agreements,
the requirement to repay the loans, and China’s
possession of strategic installations like the port of
Gwadar have raised suspicions of Pakistan’s eco-
nomic dependence on China in the time to come.
Additionally, the pro-China orientation may leave
Pakistan isolated from the West when the country
needs a diversified economic relationship, support
from international financial agencies like the IMF,
and freedom from international supervisory bodies
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like the FATF.

However, Pakistan’s significance for China and
vice versa is acknowledged, which is a crucial point
that brings them close together to cooperate for mu-
tual economic growth and gain political weight in
the region where they face challenges.

China and Pakistan have signed 12 new coop-
eration projects worth RMB 235 million during the
15th Kashgar-Central and South Asia Commodity
Fair in China. The deals were finalised in a special
Pakistan-focused session held in Kashgar, Xinjiang.
These agreements mark a significant step forward in
strengthening the China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC).

Themed “Sharing Development Opportunities,
Building CPEC Together,” the Fair highlighted
trade, logistics, agriculture, tourism, new energy, and
information technology. It provided a platform for
both nations to push forward practical cooperation
and achieve measurable progress under the CPEC
framework.

Officials noted that economic ties between Kash-
gar and Pakistan continue to deepen. In the first half
of 2025, trade between the two regions grew by 74%
compared to last year. More than 200 Kashgar-based
foreign trade firms are now active in the Pakistani
market. Meanwhile, 56 Pakistani businesses have
launched operations in Kashgar, mainly in logistics,
trade, and jewellery processing.

Nadeem Alam, President of the Hunza Cham-
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ber of Commerce and Industry, welcomed the new
projects. He said continued CPEC collaboration
will help improve infrastructure, tourism, and ener-
gy development while streamlining trade processes
between the two countries. The fair, which opened
on August 15, drew participants from 40 countries,
including Pakistan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan.
With 181 global enterprises and 1,120 Chinese com-
panies participating, the event aims to boost region-
al trade and economic growth through partnerships
like CPEC.

The United States has shown a strong interest in
investing in Pakistan’s energy sector, including oil,
gas, and minerals. US Charge d’ Affaires Natalie A.
Baker met with Petroleum Minister Ali Pervaiz Ma-
lik in Islamabad. She stated that American compa-
nies are eager to work in exploration and production,
aiming to boost cooperation and bring new invest-
ment to Pakistan’s growing energy industry.

The meeting followed the US government’s re-
vision of tariffs on Pakistani goods, with President
Trump reducing the proposed tariff from 29% to
19%. While this rate is still lower than those imposed
on India, Bangladesh, and Vietnam, it reflects on-
going economic adjustments between the two coun-
tries. Despite challenges, the US remains keen to
support Pakistan's energy potential.

Minister Ali Pervez Malik welcomed US inter-
est and outlined upcoming investment opportunities,
announcing a new bidding round for oil and gas
exploration. Both offshore and onshore blocks will
be available to international investors, highlighting
Pakistan’s untapped shale oil and gas reserves as po-
tential key assets with foreign expertise and support.

Baker emphasised that energy cooperation could
strengthen US-Pakistan relations, shifting the focus
from security to building strong economic and en-
ergy ties. She assured that the US Embassy would
facilitate connections between American firms and
Pakistani businesses, leveraging technology and in-
vestment for mutual growth.

The meeting concluded with a joint commitment
to future collaboration, agreeing to expedite upcom-
ing opportunities and enhance business-to-business
engagement. As global energy demands rise, Paki-
stan’s resources and US interest offer a promising
path forward, potentially reshaping bilateral rela-
tions in the years ahead.

After reports appeared in the media about the
discovery of large oil and gas reserves underwater in
Pakistan, US President Donald Trump announced
to support to dig it out on various platforms. China
has consistently been a reliable friend of Pakistan,
helping it out whenever it has faced economic and
military challenges. It is now crucial for the govern-
ment to maintain a balanced and friendly relation-
ship with both countries. Pakistan has reportedly
discovered the world’s fourth-largest oil and gas re-
serves in its offshore territory, a development that
could transform the country’s energy sector and eco-
nomic future.

China and Pakistan signed 12
new cooperation projects worth
RMB 235 million during the 15th
Kashgar-Central and South Asia

Commodity Fair in China. The
deals were finalised in a special
Pakistan-focused session held in
Kashgar, Xinjiang

The reserves are located in Pakistan’s territorial
waters, and some estimates suggest these reserves
could be the world’s fourth largest. The discovery
could significantly reduce Pakistan’s reliance on
imported oil, potentially transforming the country’s
energy landscape and economic outlook as Pakistan
currently imports over 80% of its oil needs. The dis-
covery comes at a time when Pakistan is grappling
with an economic crisis and rising living costs. While
the discovery is promising, it's still in the early stages
of exploration and development, and it will take time
and investment to assess and exploit these resources.
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significant decline in the use of import-

ed Regasified Liquefied Natural Gas

(RLNG) by Pakistan’s power sector has

led to the shutdown of local gas fields
producing up to 400 million cubic feet per day
(mmcfd), raising fears of potential long-term dam-
age to the country’s energy infrastructure.

Official data indicates that four RLNG-based
power plants, initially designated as must-run proj-
ects, are now operating below capacity, breaching
their gas supply agreements. These plants, con-
structed under sovereign-backed take-or-pay con-
tracts with Qatar and Italy’s ENI, are supported by
dedicated pipeline networks and two LNG termi-
nals.

Currently, the power sector is utilising only
600 mmcfd of RLNG, short of the contracted 800
mmcfd, while RLNG consumption in the export
sector has fallen from 350 mmcfd to just 100 mmcfd
due to rising costs — now at Rs3,500 per MMB-
tu, coupled with an off-the-grid levy of Rs791 per
MMBtu.

This underuse has caused a dangerous increase
in line pack pressure, now at 5 billion cubic feet
(bcf), a level that poses serious risks to the nation-
al gas distribution system. In such cases, local gas
fields are shut down to stabilise pressure, but this
may lead to permanent pressure loss, endangering
future production of gas, LPG, and crude oil.

Attock Refinery Limited (ARL) has repeatedly
warned that reduced crude availability from local
fields is affecting its operations, preventing the re-
finery from reaching full capacity, as confirmed by
senior officials in the Petroleum Division. The cur-
rent scenario has also resulted in an excess supply
of LNG, with over 30 LNG cargoes annually, de-
spite the monthly diversion of one cargo from ENI
to international markets starting in February 2025.
Officials disclosed that costly RLNG worth Rs242
billion has already been redirected to the domestic
sector in FY25.

Initially, the four RLNG plants were required to
consume 66% of the gas on a take-or-pay basis, but
this was later reduced to 50% in 2020. This change,
approved by the Economic Coordination Commit-
tee (ECC), has complicated planning within the Pe-
troleum Division, while Pakistan State Oil (PSO)
remains committed to importing nine LNG car-
goes each month from Qatar under long-term GtG
agreements.

The Power Division, citing high electricity
costs, now runs these RLNG plants based on the
Economic Merit Order (EMO) rather than fixed ob-
ligations. Officials argue that RLNG-based power
raises the overall cost of electricity — a challenge
the government is reluctant to absorb.

Under Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik’s leadership,
the Petroleum Division is working on a solution be-
fore the deadline on September 15, when the An-
nual Delivery Plan (ADP) for 2026 LNG cargoes
must be finalised. Pakistan is expected to seek Qa-
tar’s approval to divert 30 LNG cargoes to the inter-
national market, subject to favourable spot prices.
If prices fall below contract levels, the government
could face losses of up to $10 million per cargo un-
der the Net Proceed Differential (NPD) clause.

The unfolding crisis highlights the delicate bal-
ance between contractual commitments, rising
energy costs, and infrastructure risks, stressing Pa-
kistan’s energy supply chain. The energy crisis is
intensifying, with the Petroleum Division warning
that gas prices will surge next year unless immedi-
ate action is taken to prevent the reckless diversion
of $1 billion worth of RLNG from power plants.

This diversion has severely impacted Pakistan
State Oil (PSO), pushed Sui companies towards de-
fault, and risked the collapse of the entire gas sup-
ply chain.

Sources attribute the crisis directly to the mis-
management and contractual breaches by the Pow-
er Division. One stakeholder expressed frustration,
stating, “The Power Division is undermining the
system by disregarding RLNG agreements while
claiming ‘performance’.” The RLNG diversion has
already exceeded Rs200-250 billion, and produc-
tion of 300 MMCFD from local gas wells has been
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Initially, the four RLNG plants were required to consume
66% of the gas on a take-or-pay basis, but this was

later reduced to 50% in 2020. This change, approved

by the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC), has
complicated planning within the Petroleum Division,
while Pakistan State Oil (PSO) remains committed to
importing nine LNG cargoes each month from Qatar
under long-term GtG agreements

halted. Officials confirmed that the IMF is demand-
ing the reduction of the Rs2.6 trillion circular debt
in the gas sector to zero. If the situation persists, tar-
iff hikes are inevitable. An insider from the Petro-
leum Division warned that continued neglect could
lead to another tariff increase for gas consumers.
The financial implications are substantial, with the
division estimating losses of $2-2.5 billion by 2027
if current consumption trends continue. Who will
bear these costs remains uncertain.

The energy crisis in Pakistan is
worsening as the Petroleum
Division has issued a stark
warning: gas prices will rise next
year unless urgent measures are
taken to halt the reckless diversion
of $1 billion worth of RLNG from
power plants

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has been briefed
on the crisis, with the Petroleum Division blaming
the Power Division for destabilising the system by
failing to meet key performance indicators and up-
hold contractual obligations. A high-level commit-
tee, led by Petroleum Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik,
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is working to find solutions, but insiders accuse the
Energy Sector Task Force of worsening the crisis
with ill-conceived decisions.

Reports suggest that a so-called “Magician” in
power circles is promoting homegrown solutions
to address the circular debt, which experts believe
are worsening the problem rather than fixing it. Ad-
ditionally, Northern Power Generation Company
(Genco-III) is under scrutiny for diverting Rs150
billion allocated for PSO payments under the Rene-
gotiated Settlement Agreement. Instead of settling
dues, insiders allege the funds were used for salaries
and benefits. Moreover, the FBR has failed to pro-
vide Rs70 billion in refunds to PSO, further strain-
ing the company’s financial stability.

If the refinery issue remains unresolved, foreign
investment is at risk of drying up, and the public
may continue to be exposed to harmful air quali-
ty, warned an official. The Petroleum Division will
finalise its Annual Delivery Program (ADP) by
October, demanding that the Power Division pro-
vide accurate RLNG requirements or face supply
cuts. Officials emphasise that the gas sector can
absorb losses of 10-15%, but a complete shutdown
is not sustainable. Any relief may only come after
March 2026 when Qatar LNG contracts trigger the
price-opener clause, with negotiations expected to
extend into 2027. Until then, consumers remain at
the mercy of a dysfunctional system.
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nubia geared to launch reliable
high-tech A Series mobile
phone in Pakistan

The lineup will include three different models. The nubia A36 offers 4GB RAM and
64GB storage, catering to users who need smooth daily functionality for browsing,
social media, and light multitasking. The nubia A56 provides 4GB RAM with 128GB
storage for those requiring more space for apps, photos, and videos. For budget-
conscious buyers, the nubia ZTE A35e features 2GB RAM and 64GB storage, offering
essential features at a highly competitive price

xciting

news for

smart-

phone us-
ers in Pakistan, as
nubia, a well-known
global smartphone
brand, is preparing
to launch its high-
ly anticipated A
Series in the local
market. Renowned
for its stylish de-
signs and reliable
performance, nubia
is now focused on

Nnubia

making advanced
smartphone tech-
nology accessible

to all consumers in
Pakistan. Previous-
ly known under the
ZTE Blade brand-
ing, the company
has rebranded with
a fresh identity,
aiming to deliver
a premium experi-
ence through sleek
design, advanced
features, and afford-
able pricing.

The wupcoming
nubia A Series has
been tailored to
meet the needs of
everyday users seek-
ing a blend of per-
formance, storage,
and affordability.
The lineup will in-
clude three different
models. The nubia
A36 offers 4GB
RAM and 64GB
storage, catering to
users who require
smooth daily func-
tionality for tasks
like browsing, so-
cial media, and light multitasking. The nubia A56
provides 4GB RAM with 128GB storage for those
needing more space for apps, photos, and videos.
For budget-conscious buyers, the nubia ZTE A35e
features 2GB RAM and 64GB storage, delivering
essential features at a highly competitive price.

By introducing these variants, nubia aims to ca-
ter to a diverse range of consumers, from students
in need of a reliable phone for online classes to
professionals seeking dependable performance for
work, and casual users wishing for a stylish and
functional device without breaking the bank. The
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nubia A SERIES

Price Kam, Features Zyada

COMING SOON

company's strategy is to offer competitive prices
without compromising on quality, making the A

With this launch, nubia is set to
strengthen its presence in the
country by providing smartphones
that combine modern design,
practical features, and affordabil-
ity. Official release dates and pric-
ing details will be announced soon
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Series a compelling
option in Pakistan’s
competitive smart-
phone market.

With this
launch, nubia is
poised to strengthen
its presence in the
country by offering
smartphones  that
combine  modern
design, practical
features, and af-
fordability. Official
release dates and
pricing details will
be announced soon,
and given the spec-
ifications and nu-
bia’s commitment
to innovation, the
A Series is expected
to receive positive
feedback from Paki-
stani consumers.

It is worth not-
ing that ZTE re-
cently announced
a strategic partner-
ship with Siccotel
Telecom, marking
a new chapter in
smartphone distri-
bution in Pakistan.
Siccotel has become
the official distribu-
tor of ZTE’s nubia
smartphone lineup
nationwide, empha-
sising a commit-
ment to innovation,
reliability, and wide-
spread availability.

The partnership
aims to expand mar-
ket reach, ensure
product  availabil-
ity, and prioritise
customer satisfac-
tion, as highlighted
during the signing ceremony and media coverage.

nubia, a sub-brand of ZTE renowned for
its advanced smartphone technology, gaming
phones, stylish designs, top-tier cameras, and fast
performance, will now be more accessible to Pa-
kistani consumers through this collaboration.
This partnership eliminates the need for consum-
ers to rely on international imports or face prod-
uct availability issues, with the latest nubia models
readily available in local outlets, backed by warran-
ty services, service centres, and technical support
nationwide.

AUGUST I5-SEPTEMBER 15,2025



VGO TEL® Powered by __;_l_

Introducing

I\IEVVWé

6000mAh ‘ [:: 4GCB+64GB

Built-In Battery - (8GB Extended RAM)

VGO TEL

@ www.vgotel.com vgotelpk

o vgotelpakistan



Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

OGDCL, PPL seek
b¥{ jacking
i

nancing

4 high stakes
1up Reko Diq

4 commitment

detl L - '.,‘-|l,“-'"','
ML P '%“"' -
"-’-J-r A ;_-f'

OGDCL holds

an 8.33% stake in the prbject, while

Pakistan Petroleum Limited also owns the same
percentage, alongside Government Holdings (Private)
Limited, contributing to a collective 25% interest in

the project. The remaining shares are held by the
Government of Balochistan (25%) and Barrick Mining
Corporation (50%), which operates the project through
the Reko Digq Mining Company (Private) Limited
(RDMC). The SOEs’ interest in RDMC is indirectly held
via Pakistan Minerals (Private) Limited

il and Gas Development Company Lim-
ited (OGDCL) and Pakistan Petroleum
Limited have increased their financing
commitments for the Reko Diq copper
and gold project, collectively raising their pro-rata
funding commitment to $715 million. This increase
follows updates from feasibility studies and revised
financing terms for the project, signalling stronger
financial backing to ensure the project’s completion.

Both companies disclosed this development
through separate filings at the Pakistan Stock Ex-
change (PSX) in line with Section 96 of the Securi-
ties Act, 2015, and Clause 5.6.1(a) of the PSX regu-
lations.

OGDCL holds an 8.33% stake in the project,
while Pakistan Petroleum Limited also owns the
same percentage, alongside Government Holdings
(Private) Limited, contributing to a collective 25%
interest in the project. The remaining shares are
held by the Government of Balochistan (25%) and
Barrick Mining Corporation (50%), which operates
the project through the Reko Dig Mining Company
(Private) Limited (RDMC). The SOEs’ interest in
RDMC is indirectly held via Pakistan Minerals (Pri-
vate) Limited.

The updated feasibility study, approved by the
board of directors on March 25, 2025, initially al-
lowed a $627 million financing commitment, sub-
ject to adjustments for actual financing costs and
inflation. Along with this, in-principle approval was
granted for obtaining project financing. The expect-
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ed shareholder contributions were pegged at $349
million at that time.

However, following the progress in negotiations
with project lenders, the board revised the Phase 1
development costs. This revision came on the ad-
vice of an Independent Technical Consultant due to
the delay in production, now set for 2029 instead of
2028, as well as increased ﬁnancing costs.

These approvals, which are con-
tingent on shareholders’ and regu-
latory approvals, are a crucial step

towards securing the financial
stability needed for the project.
The project remains economically
viable despite the revised costs,
with the updated financing struc-
ture reflecting the ongoing efforts
to ensure its completion

OGDCL increased its financing commitment to
$715 million, and the combined shareholder contri-
butions for the project are now estimated to reach
$391 million. This marks a significant adjustment
reflecting updated financing and cost structures. The
increase was approved in the context of the need
to secure further financing to cover rising costs and
maintain project timelines.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

FLAREREPORT | |

The Board of Directors of OGDCL also ap-
proved the execution of key agreements related to
project financing, including the SOE Completion
Agreement and the Transfer Restrictions Agree-
ment. The SOE Completion Agreement mandates a
collective guarantee from the SOEs, ensuring their
pro-rata share (27.7778%) of RDMC'’s secured debt
obligations under the project financing. This guar-
antee will remain effective until the project meets
the necessary commercial operation milestones for
financial completion.

Additionally, the Transfer Restrictions Agree-
ment includes minimum shareholding requirements
for project sponsors, including the SOEs, both before
and after financial completion. This is intended to
ensure project sponsors maintain their commitment
until the project’s debt is fully repaid.

These approvals, which are contingent on share-
holders’ and regulatory approvals, are a crucial step
towards securing the financial stability needed for
the project. The project remains economically viable
despite the revised costs, with the updated financing
structure reflecting the ongoing efforts to ensure its
completion.

OGDCL and Pakistan Petroleum Limited’s in-
creased financial backing highlights their commit-
ment to the long-term success of the Reko Diq proj-
ect.

On the other hand, Barrick Gold Corporation
and Japan’s Komatsu have finalised a $440 million
agreement to supply mining equipment to Pakistan’s
Reko Diq copper-gold project, with Komatsu also
announcing plans to establish a local subsidiary to
support operations, the company said on Wednes-
day.

Reko Diq is one of the world’s largest undevel-
oped copper and gold deposits, located in Pakistan’s
mineral-rich Balochistan province near the volatile
border with Iran and Afghanistan. The site is ex-
pected to play a key role in boosting Pakistan’s ex-
ports, attracting foreign investment, and supporting
the country’s long-term energy and industrial needs
through its vast copper reserves, which are critical for
the global energy transition.

Reko Diq is jointly owned by Barrick (50 per-
cent), Pakistan’s federal government (25 percent),
and the Balochistan provincial government (25 per-
cent). Construction is scheduled to begin in 2025,
with first production targeted for 2028.

“The Reko Diq project represents a long-term
investment in our future and that of mining in Pa-
kistan, and our partnership with Komatsu is an im-
portant part of that vision,” Mark Bristow, President
and CEO of Barrick, was quoted as saying in the
Komatsu statement.

“Komatsu equipment has proven its performance
and reliability at our operations worldwide.”

Komatsu said the five-year deal marked its first
major equipment placement in Pakistan and a deep-
ening partnership with Barrick.

To support the deployment, Komatsu will estab-
lish Komatsu Pakistan Mining (SMC-Private) Lim-
ited, a dedicated entity for technical services and
equipment support at Reko Diq. The firm also plans
additional investment in its regional headquarters in
Dubai to manage an expanded footprint in the re-
gion.

The deal includes the delivery of ultra-class min-
ing equipment manufactured in the United States
and Europe, including Komatsu 980E-5 haul trucks
from Illinois, P&H electric rope shovels from Wis-
consin, PC7000-11 excavators from Germany, and
WE2350-2 electric wheel loaders from Texas.

“The scale and complexity of this project de-
mands proven, high-performance equipment,” said
Peter Salditt, President of Komatsu's Mining Busi-
ness Division.

“We are confident our ultra-class haul trucks,
electric rope shovels, and other mining machines will
meet the challenge.”

Komatsu said the partnership builds on previous
equipment deployments at Barrick’s Lumwana mine
in Zambia and its Nevada Gold Mines joint venture
in the United States. The two companies signed a
global framework agreement in October 2023 to
strengthen cooperation across multiple sites.
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Aslam Hayat Piracha, Chairman of Airlink Communication, and Muzzaffar Hayat
Piracha, CEO of Airlink Communication, emphasised the significance and value of
freedom achieved with the sacrifices of our elders. Independence Day is a time to

renew our commitment to the nation’s bravery and the principles that unite us
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o honour tradition and celebrate Inde-

pendence Day, Airlink Communication

marked the 79th Independence Day with

enthusiasm and zeal not only at the facto-
ry but also at its retail stores across the country. The
event opened with a national anthem-inspired theme
that symbolised the nation’s pride, resilience, and
hope. The day began with flag-hoisting ceremonies
to pay tribute to the nation, followed by cake-cut-
ting ceremonies that brought employees together to
showcase national pride and unity. Jashan-e-Azadi
was celebrated at our retail stores, highlighting free-
dom, unity, and the Pakistani spirit with customers
across the country. The festivities included games
and heartwarming moments, capturing the essence
of freedom the Airlink way.

Aslam Hayat Piracha, Chairman of Airlink
Communication, and Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha,
CEO of Airlink Communication, emphasised the
significance and value of freedom achieved with the
sacrifices of our elders. Independence Day is a time
to renew our commitment to the nation’s bravery
and the principles that unite us. This year, as the na-
tion reflects on the sacrifices of Marka-e-Haq, our
celebrations hold deeper meaning, recognising the

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

sacrifices that safeguard our freedom and the unity
that sustains Pakistan. At Airlink Communication,
we believe in being a responsible business by stand-
ing with our people and communities, celebrating
together, supporting those in need, and keeping the
country connected to ensure every citizen can partic-
ipate in shaping our future.

Airlink Communication marked
the 79th Independence Day of
Pakistan with enthusiasm not only
at the factory but also at its retail
stores across the country. The
event kicked off with a national
anthem-inspired theme that
symbolised the nation’s pride,
resilience, and hope

Airlink Communication in Pakistan fosters a
sense of national pride and cultural unity, encourag-
ing people to stay connected and empowered while
celebrating their identity.
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Inovi Telecom ¢ Infinix shine at

The joint booth during the three days of the
Expo attracted a large number of visitors, showcas-
ing a wide range of smartphones, tablets, IoT acces-
sories, and the latest QLED TV lineup, generating

significant interest and queries about the upcoming
QLED TV launch. The exhibition drew a diverse
audience, including corporate leaders, banks, multi-
national corporations, prominent e-commerce and
fintech companies, as well as the chairman, pres-
ident, and delegation of KCCI, university faculty,
students, customers, and dealers. Attendees com-

4 “My Karachi” Eixpo with a crest by
M} the CM Sindh

novi Telecom, in collaboration with Infinix,
successfully participated in the three-day “My
Karachi Expo” at the Karachi Expo Center.

mended the booth’s interactive design and hands-
on product experience, highlighting the quality and
innovation of the Infinix + Inovi product range.

In recognition of their exceptional presence
and contribution to the event, Inovi Telecom and
Infinix were honoured with a Crest Award by the
Chief Minister of Sindh, Murad Ali Shah.

Green in our hearts, pride in our souls

novi Telecom proudly celebrated on 14th
August, Pakistan’s 78th Independence Day,
with a special ceremony. The event kicked
off with the hoisting of the national flag and
a cake-cutting ceremony, which was attended by
Inovi Telecom workers and esteemed guests.

Since 1947, Pakistan’s history has been a sto-
ry of courage and faith. This Independence Day,
let’s renew our pledge to work towards a brighter
tomorrow.

During the celebration, the CEO of Inovi Tele-
com, Zeeshan Mian Noor, emphasised that the
event symbolises patriotism and a commitment
to the country’s progress and prosperity. We stand
united under the national flag and are willing to
make any sacrifices for our country. OQur company
is dedicated to contributing to Pakistan's promis-
ing future.

14th August
|
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Participants of the Senior

of Public Administration (NIPA), Islam-

abad, recently visited the PTCL Group
Headquarters. They received a warm welcome
from Mr. Naveed Butt, Senior Vice President of
PTCL, and other senior officials on their arrival at
Headquarters.

articipants of the 38th Senior Manage-
ment Course from the National Institute

During the visit, the participants were given a
detailed presentation on the development of the
telecom industry in Pakistan and the significant role
played by the PTCL Group therein. The presenta-
tion covered technological advancements, industry
shifts, and PTCL’s contribution to the country’s eco-
nomic development.

Mr. Butt also shared with the visitors details re-
garding the services offered by PTCL and Ufone to

4 Management Course from NIPA
T} visited the PTCL Group HQs

pects of the telecom sector. This visit is an important
milestone in promoting cooperation and knowledge

the users across the country. The participants ex-
pressed keen interest in the current status and pros-

A&

sharing between the public and private sectors, en-
hancing mutual understanding between them.

PTCL expands strategic partnership
with Teradata to strengthen data &
analytics capabilities

TCL Group, comprising Pakistan Telecom-

munication Company Limited and Ufone

4G, has teamed up with Teradata to en-

hance its Enterprise Data Warehouse plat-
form. This partnership is a significant step in PTCL
Group’s digital transformation journey, in line with
its goal of becoming a data-driven, Al-enabled enter-
prise.

The collaboration extension will empower
PTCL Group to expand its data infrastructure into a
high-performance, intelligent platform capable of de-
livering real-time insights, informed decision-making,
and improved customer experiences. This initiative is
a key component of PTCL Group’s broader data and
Al strategy, aimed at fostering operational flexibility
and long-term service excellence.

Jafar Khalid, Group Chief Technology and Infor-
mation Officer at PTCL and Ufone 4G, stated, “Our
continued partnership with Teradata is a crucial mile-
stone in PTCL Group’s intelligent digital transforma-
tion.

By scaling our Enterprise Data Warehouse plat-
form, we can unlock new analytics capabilities that
are vital for fostering innovation and enhancing
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customer value. This collaboration underscores our
mutual vision of establishing an agile and intelli-
gence-driven enterprise.”

Waqas Hashmi, Area Vice President at Teradata
Pakistan, remarked, “We are delighted to strengthen
our longstanding partnership with PTCL Group as
they progress on their digital transformation journey.
Through the utilization of Teradata’s advanced data
platform and integrated Al features, PTCL Group is
poised to gain deeper insights, drive innovation on
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a larger scale, and accelerate its strategic objectives.
This renewed collaboration not only underscores our
trusted relationship but also highlights our joint com-
mitment to advancing data-driven excellence and Al
adoption within Pakistan’s telecommunications in-
dustry.”

- ptel

PTCL EXPANDS STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
WITH TERADATA TO STRENGTHEN DATA
& ANALY + CAPABILITIES

PTCL Group is leading the charge in construct-
ing a modern digital ecosystem where data is actively
utilised to develop smarter services, agile operations,
and future-proof capabilities.
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he Modi government’s efforts to damage

relations between Pakistan and Bangla-

desh have backfired to distance the two na-

tions. Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar’s
recent visit has helped improve ties and, at the same
time, has also heightened tensions with India. Dar’s
engagements in Dhaka highlighted Islamabad’s re-
newed commitment to forming a forward-looking
partnership with Bangladesh, based on shared histo-
1y, cultural affinity, and regional goals.

Pakistan and Bangladesh agreed to strengthen
ties and revitalise their relationship for mutual ben-
efit, as Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar held ex-
tensive discussions in Dhaka during his official visit,
which concluded positively.

The DPM'’s meetings with Bangladesh’s Chief
Adviser, Professor Muhammad Yunus, as well as
the Foreign Adviser, Md. Touhid Hossain, and Ad-
viser for Commerce, Sk. Bashir Uddin, focused on
deepening political, economic, cultural, and peo-
ple-to-people connections.

During his meeting with Bangladesh’s Chief Ad-
viser, Professor Muhammad Yunus, Ishaq Dar con-
veyed Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s greetings and
best wishes. The discussion explored ways to revive
historical links, enhance youth exchanges, promote
regional connectivity, and boost trade and economic
cooperation, the Foreign Office said.

During the meeting, Bangladesh’s Chief Advis-
er, Professor Muhammad Yunus, emphasised the
need to revitalise regional cooperation through the
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC). The FO stated that the two leaders also
exchanged views on recent regional developments
and the prospects for enhanced cooperation in South
Asia. Dar emphasised Islamabad’s commitment to
strengthening ties with Dhaka.

In his discussions with Foreign Adviser Md.
Touhid Hossain, Ishaq Dar conducted a comprehen-
sive review of Pakistan-Bangladesh relations. The
talks covered political consultations, high-level ex-
changes, trade and economic collaboration, cultural
ties, people-to-people contacts, educational partner-
ships, capacity building, and humanitarian cooper-
ation. Regional and international matters were also
discussed, notably the rejuvenation of SAARC, the
Palestine issue, and the Rohingya humanitarian cri-
sis.

According to the FO statement, the dialogue oc-
curred in a “constructive atmosphere, reflecting the
goodwill and cordiality between the two countries.”
Both sides expressed their commitment to further
strengthening their relationship.

A key outcome of the visit was the signing of six
significant agreements and memorandums of under-
standing (MoUs) between Pakistan and Bangladesh,
overseen by Ishaq Dar and Md. Touhid Hossain.

These included an agreement on Visa Abolition
for holders of diplomatic and official passports, an
MoU on a Joint Working Group on Trade, an MoU
between the Foreign Service Academies of Pakistan
and Bangladesh, an MoU between the Associated
Press of Pakistan and Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS), an MoU between the Institute of Strategic
Studies Islamabad (ISSI) and the Bangladesh Insti-
tute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS),
and a Cultural Exchange Programme.

The agreements are expected to formalise coop-
eration across various fields, from trade and econom-
ics to diplomacy, academic exchanges, media coop-
eration, and cultural activities.

Economic collaboration was also a focus during
Dar’s breakfast meeting with the Adviser for Com-
merce Sk. Bashir Uddin, accompanied by Pakistan’s
Commerce Minister Jam Khamal Khan.

The discussions centred on expanding bilateral
trade, attracting investment, and improving connec-
tivity in multiple sectors.

The Bangladeshi delegation included senior eco-
nomic policymakers such as Dr. Ahsan H. Mansur,
Governor of Bangladesh Bank; Md. Abdur Rahman
Khan, Chairman of the National Board of Revenue;
officials from the ministries of textiles, commerce,
civil aviation, and tourism; and heads of the Ban-
gladesh Investment Development Authority, Bangla-
desh Trade and Tariff Commission, and the Trading

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Free download: flare.pk

Business News Magazine

India uneasy as
Pakistan, Bangladesh
commit to cement
economic ties

=

Pakistan and Bangladesh have agreed to revive and
strengthen their ties for mutual benefits, as Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar held wide-ranging talks in Dhaka
during his official visit, which concluded positively

Corporation of Bangladesh. Both sides highlighted
the importance of unlocking trade potential through
easing regulations, fostering private sector partner-
ships, and exploring regional connectivity routes.
They reviewed the full spectrum of bilateral re-
lations, including high-level exchanges, trade and
economic initiatives, cultural and educational links,
people-to-people contacts, and humanitarian coop-

A major outcome of the visit was
the signing of six important
agreements and memorandums
of understanding (MoUs) between
Pakistan and Bangladesh,
overseen by Ishaq Dar and Md.
'Touhid Hossain

eration. Regional and international issues, including
SAARC revitalisation and resolutions to the Pales-
tine and Rohingya crises, were also discussed.

The talks took place in a ‘constructive atmo-
sphere’, demonstrating mutual goodwill and cor-
diality. Both sides agreed to continue efforts to
strengthen bilateral ties, the Pakistan side reported.

The Foreign Adviser informed reporters that
both sides have agreed to address the long-standing
unresolved issues.

“We have brought up all three of our unsettled
issues and they have shared theirs. We have agreed
to work towards resolving them to further strength-
en our bilateral relations,” he said.
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For Bangladesh, the adviser identified the un-
resolved issues as an official apology for the 1971
Liberation War genocide, the return of due assets,
and the repatriation of stranded Pakistanis.

He noted that resolving these issues, which
have persisted for 54 years, will take time, but ef-
forts will continue.

During the meeting, both sides agreed to
strengthen trade relations and expand investment,
as current annual trade remains below $1 billion,
he added.

Bangladesh requested certain facilities for Pa-
kistani businesses under SAFTA to export textiles,
energy, medicine, agricultural products, and IT
goods, the adviser mentioned.

Coinciding with the visit of Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister, a Bangladesh-Pakistan Knowledge Cor-
ridor was launched. The project plans to offer 500
scholarships to Bangladeshi students for higher ed-
ucation in Pakistan over the next five years, with a
quarter dedicated to medicine.

Additionally, training for 100 Bangladeshi civil
servants will be organised in this period.

Pakistan has also decided to increase scholar-
ships for Bangladeshi students under the Pakistan
Technical Assistance Program from 5 to 25, ac-
cording to the Pakistan Foreign Ministry.

The Bangladeshi Foreign Adviser hosted a
lunch honouring the Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister.

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Senator Muhammad Ishaq Dar held
a breakfast meeting with Bangladesh’s Adviser for
Commerce, Sk. Bashir Uddin.
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In th ﬁrst half of the year, Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz,

formation,
| investing Rs 25.0b on
214G expansion

stated that the company increased investments in 4G,
digital platforms, and financial inclusion, while also
optimising its portfolio with initiatives such as the Deodar
transaction. These actions are laying the groundwork for
a more inclusive and forward-looking economy, where
connectivity and capability work together to enhance the
quality of life for millions of Pakistanis.

azz invested PKR 25.5 billion and achieved a
robust growth of 17.7% in the first half of 2025,
demonstrating its dedication to advancing
Pakistan’s digital transformation. The invest-
ment primarily focuses on expanding 4G coverage,
enhancing digital platforms, and promoting financial
inclusion to ensure that many Pakistanis can access
affordable and high-quality digital services.

During the second quarter, Jazz reported a 15.3%
year-on-year increase in revenue in local currency,
driven by resilient telecom operations and a remark-
able 35.7% growth in digital revenue, which account-
ed for 28.1% of total revenue compared to 23.9% the
previous year. The EBITDA increased by 5.4%, with
a margin of 41.6%, highlighting Jazz’s transition to
a ServiceCo model. Additionally, the company’s
capital expenditure of PKR 16 billion underlines its
commitment to strengthening Pakistan’s digital infra-
structure.

JazzCash, the leading digital financial service in
Pakistan with over 21 million monthly active users,
processed a gross transaction value of PKR 11.7 tril-
lion in the last twelve months ending Q2 2025. The
extensive JazzCash network, comprising 367,000 ac-
tive merchants and nearly 107,000 active agents, has
significantly contributed to society’s digitalisation,
issuing over 140,000 digital loans daily. Moiblink Mi-
crofinance Bank (MMBL) also experienced strong
growth of 36.2% year-on-year. Aamir Ibrahim, CEO
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of Jazz, emphasised the company’s commitment to
Pakistan’s digital future, stating that the second-quar-
ter results reflect strong financial performance and
ongoing investments in 4G, digital platforms, and
financial inclusion. Jazz’s initiatives, including the
Deodar transaction, are leading towards a more in-
clusive and technologically advanced economy that
benefits millions of Pakistanis.

Jazz’s total subscribers reached 73.9 million
during the quarter, including 54.6 million 4G users,
marking a 15.3% year-on-year increase. The penetra-
tion of 4G services rose to 73.9%, with VoLTE users
reaching 32 million and VoWiFi daily active users
at 5.22 million. Multiplay customers grew by 29.2%
year-on-year, representing 36.4% of the customer
base and generating substantially higher ARPU com-
pared to voice-only users.

The company’s digital platforms continued to
show strong growth, with Tamasha recording over
12 million MAUs in the second quarter. SIMOSA
reached 21.2 million MAUSs, while FikrFree had 9.8
million active policies and 2.2 million MAUSs. Jazz’s
premivm digital brand, ROX, attracted 800K sub-
scribers during 2Q25.

As part of its asset-light strategy, Jazz complet-
ed the transfer of its tower assets to Engro Connect
through the Deodar transaction, improving oper-
ational efficiency and enabling Jazz to focus on ex-
panding its digital ecosystem.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK

EVENT | FLARE REPORT L]

Jazz has become Pakistan’s leading ServiceCo,
offering integrated digital services to over 100 mil-
lion users via platforms such as fintech (JazzCash),
entertainment (Tamasha), digital self-care (SIMO-
SA), insurtech (FikrFree), enterprise cloud solutions
(Garaj), and gaming (GameNow). This strategic shift
from connectivity to capability aims to empower
Pakistanis through technology, improving their lives
and livelihoods.

Meanwhile, Jazz is continuing its journey of em-
powerment through its long-standing partnership
with the Universal Service Fund (USF). Together,
Jazz and USF are enabling millions of Pakistanis in
underserved and remote areas to access high-speed
connectivity, ensuring that digital inclusion becomes
a reality for all.

Since 2007, Jazz has been an active partner in the
USF program, with a significant acceleration from
2018 onwards under the Broadband for Sustainable
Development (BSD) and Next Generation BSD
(NGBSD) initiatives. To date, Jazz has delivered 24
completed projects, rolling out 730 new sites and
upgrading 814 existing sites, providing 4G access to
more than10.4 million people across 4900 + previ-
ously unconnected locations.

These efforts have extended connectivity across
vital national highways, including M3, M4, M5, and
M14, while also empowering communities and en-
abling tourism in iconic destinations such as Kumrat
Valley, Katora Lake, Lake Saiful Malook, and Lulu-
sar Lake.

In 2025, Jazz further advanced this journey of em-
powerment by securing five additional USF projects,
set to bring digital access to nearly 1 million people in
400 villages across 10 districts of South, Central, and
North Pakistan.

Jazz had a successful quarter, with
revenue in 2025 rising by 15.3%
compared to the previous year in
local currency. This growth was
driven by the strong performance
of telecom operations and a 35.7%
increase in digital revenue, now
accounting for 28.1% of total
revenue, up from 23.9% last year

“QOur partnership with USF is rooted in a sim-
ple belief: connectivity is empowerment. Every con-
nection we enable opens a world of possibilities for
education, healthcare, commerce, and community.
At Jazz, our mission is to ensure that no one is left
behind in Pakistan’s digital future, and through USF,
we are bringing opportunities to lives that were once
cut off from them,” said Syed Zaheer Mehdi, Group
Chief Corporate and Regulatory Officer, Jazz.

‘With this continued commitment, Jazz reaffirms
its vision of a Digital Pakistan, ensuring that connec-
tivity serves as the foundation for empowerment and
progress across the nation.
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Auto parts makers to lose
business due to govt

changed tarilf policy

The auto sector in Pakistan is currently in a crisis due to the NTP 2025-30, which envisages the
removal of the tariffs and allowing the import of used vehicles, putting local assemblers and two
million jobs at risk. While policy changes may result in an annual revenue loss of Rs878 billion, they
also provide export opportunities for companies that comply with international standards. Some firms
have reported a 12% growth in Q3 2025. Industry leaders are calling for tax exemptions for foreign
buyers and financial reforms, while the EDB is considering subsidies for green manufacturing to
stabilise local demand and boost exports.

The Pakistan Association of Automotive Parts & Accessories Manufacturers (PAAPAM) has
emphasised in its report that Pakistan's auto-parts industry, which has developed over the years, now
comprises more than 1,200 Tier-1, Tier-2, and Tier-3 suppliers. This sector supports 1.83 million skilled
jobs, with 300,000 directly employed, and adds over Rs300 billion annually to localised production,
helping to prevent foreign exchange outflows and benefiting the economy
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he Pakistan Association of Automo-

tive Parts & Accessories Manufacturers

(PAAPAM), in its report, has stated that

the country’s auto parts manufacturing in-
dustry, which is among the 46 worldwide capable of
producing automobiles, is facing risks due to chang-
es in tariff policies and liberalised used-car imports.
The Association has warned that these measures
and changes could potentially undo decades of in-
dustrial progress, besides rendering millions jobless.
PAAPAM, representing 1,200 domestic suppliers
and supporting 1.83 million livelihoods, highlights
that the combination of reduced tariffs under the Na-
tional Tariff Poli-
cy (NTP) 2025-30
and relaxed con-
trols on used-car
imports could
lead to significant
negative impacts.
These include the
loss of US$1.25
billion in annual
foreign exchange
savings, a perma-
nent import shock
of US$1 billion per year, and setbacks in Pakistan’s
aspirations to become a leading automotive exporter.
Over the years, Pakistan has built a resilient automo-
tive parts ecosystem that directly employs 300,000
workers and indirectly supports 1.5 million jobs in
related industries such as steel, plastics, rubber, glass,
logistics, and after-sales services.

The industry produces more than 5,000 locali-
sation parts that meet international standards, rang-
ing from wiring harnesses and steering wheels to
infotainment systems and hybrid components. Sig-
nificant investments totalling over PKR 100 billion
have been made in plant infrastructure, tooling, and

Mian Muhammad

Prime Minister of

technology collaborations with global Tier-1 suppli-
ers like Aisin Seiki, Denso, Koito, Toyota Boshoku,
and Continental. Pakistan’s current tariff structure is
designed to promote local manufacturing by making
imported finished products less competitive than lo-
cally produced goods. However, the proposed tariff
flattening under NTP 2025-30 could eliminate this
incentive, making local sourcing less attractive.

Pakistan stands out in the Asia-Pacific region as
the only country allowing high volumes of used-car
imports, which can disrupt the domestic market and
reduce demand for local parts. To protect the auto in-
dustry from collapse, the government should consid-
er banning imports from countries like Thailand, In-
dia, and Vietnam, following India’s example, which
achieved high localisation rates and significant ex-
port growth by restricting used imports. PAAPAM
stresses the need for immediate actions to safeguard
the auto industry, including suspending tariff flatten-
ing, mandating certification for used imports, imple-
menting a scrappage policy, expanding auto-financ-
ing access, and maintaining policy stability to restore
investor confidence.

As a result, dismantling the auto parts industry
could have far-reaching negative repercussions on
jobs, imports, climate, fiscal stability, and competi-
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tiveness. The choice facing policymakers is clear:
either transform Pakistan’s import-substitution base
into an export-oriented industry or risk permanent
import dependency.

Pakistan’s auto manufacturing sector, once a
pillar of industrial policy, now teeters on the brink
of collapse due to the National Tariff Policy (NTP)

Significant investments totalling
over PKR 100 billion have been
made in plant infrastructure,
tooling, and technology collabo-
rations with global Tier-1 suppli-
ers such as Aisin Seiki, Denso,
Koito, Toyota Boshoku, and
Continental

2025-30. This policy, framed as a step towards trade
liberalisation and IMF alignment, has triggered a cas-
cade of risks for local assemblers and parts manufac-
turers. For investors, the sector presents a paradox: a
crisis-laden landscape riddled with policy-driven vol-
atility, yet one that could also unlock opportunities
for strategic restructuring and export-led growth—if
stakeholders navigate the turbulence with foresight.
The NTP 2025-30’s core measures—phasing
out Additional Customs Duties (ACDs), reducing
Regulatory Duties (RDs), and liberalising used ve-
hicle imports—threaten to dismantle decades of pro-
tectionism that supported Pakistan’s auto industry.
By 2030, the 40% premium tariff on used vehicles
will be eliminated, directly undercutting local as-
semblers reliant on demand for new cars. Industry
data reveals that annual production has stagnated at
150,000 vnits since 2004, a figure now under existen-
tial threat as used imports flood the market.

F/
N

The Pakistan Association of Automotive Parts
and Accessories Manufacturers (PAAPAM) warns
that these reforms could erase one million direct and
indirect jobs, alongside Rs878 billion in annual in-
dustry revenue and Rs302 billion in tax collections.
For context, the sector employs over 2 million peo-
ple, many in small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
that supply components to assemblers of renowned
brands like Suzuki and Toyota. The phase-out of
ACDs and RDs will further erode margins for local
parts makers, who already face a 30% decline in new
vehicle sales due to competition from used cars.

While the NTP 2025-30’s immediate impact is
destabilising, it also opens a window for strategic
investment in companies that can pivot to export
markets. The policy’s focus on reducing customs
duties and aligning with global standards could
lower production costs for firms targeting region-
al and international markets. For instance, Indus
Motor Company and Honda Atlas Cars Pakistan
reported a 12% growth in Q3 2025 deliveries, in-
dicating that firms with strong supply chains and
export-ready models may prosper. Investors should
also monitor calls for policy revisions. Industry
leaders, including the CEO of Indus Motor, have
urged the government to introduce tax exemptions
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for overseas Pakistanis purchasing locally made ve-
hicles and to extend financing durations for buyers.
Such measures could stabilise domestic demand
while incentivising exports. Additionally, the Engi-
neering Development Board (EDB)’s push for “in-
dustrial modernisation” hints at potential subsidies
for green manufacturing or technological upgrades,
which could benefit firms investing in electric vehi-
cles (EVs) or hybrid models.

For investors, the key is balancing short-term
risks with long-term prospects. The sector’s volatili-
ty demands a dual approach. Hedging against de-in-

: : dustrialisation:
avoid overexpo-
sure to SMEs re-
liant on domestic
. demand, partic-
vlarly in the auto
parts  subsector.
Instead, focus on
large assemblers
like Suzuki and

Muhammad Aurangzeb

I\'-'Tinisl..er for Finance Toyota, which
have diversified
supply chains

and stronger capital buffers. Capitalising on Poli-
cy Shifts: Target firms adapting to export-oriented
models. For instance, companies integrating EV
technology or securing partnerships with region-
al markets (e.g., Afghanistan, Bangladesh) could
benefit from the NTP’s trade liberalisation agenda.
The government’s replacement of the Auto Indus-
try Development and Export Policy 2021-26 with
a new framework in July 2026 will be a critical in-
flexion point. If the new policy includes safeguards
for local manufacturers—such as temporary import
restrictions or R&D incentives—it could mitigate
the NTP’s worst effects. Conversely, a lack of such
measures may accelerate the sector’s decline, leav-

ing investors with stranded assets.

Pakistan’s auto sector is at a crossroads. The
NTP 2025-30’s liberalisation agenda, while politi-
cally expedient for IMF compliance, risks triggering
a de-industrialisation crisis. However, for investors
with a long-term horizon, the sector’s challenges
also present opportunities to back resilient firms
capable of navigating policy shifts and capitalising
on export growth. The coming months will test the
industry’s adaptability—and its ability to influence
a policy environment that remains in flux.

If Pakistan is serious about achieving its am-
bitious export targets, the report emphasises, then
protecting and scaling its auto-parts industry must
be central to industrial policy. The automobile in-
dustry is considered the backbone of any economy
and is often referred to as the mother of all indus-
tries. It is a unique industry that incorporates a wide
range of engineering technologies. Automobiles are
complex products that involve the collaboration of
numerous auto part manufacturers utilising vari-
ous technologies to create a cohesive final product.
These technologies include glass working, EDM,
machining, molding, textiles, plastics, and more,
using a variety of materials such as metals, rubbers,
fibers, and plastics.
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The most significant event of this era was the signing of
the Border Agreement on March 2, 1963. It was signed by
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and Chen
Yi, Foreign Minister and Vice Premier of China. Starting
from the tri-junction of Pakistan, Afghanistan, and China’s
Wakhan Corridor to the Karakoram Pass, the Agreement
demarcated a 2,050 km border between Gilgit-Baltistan

and Xinjiang Province

he first half of the 20th century was the

most eventful period in modern history.

The First World War marked the end of

the era of empires when the Ottoman
Empire collapsed, and many new nation-states
emerged from it. The Red Revolution of 1917
put an end to the era of the Russian Tsars. By the
first quarter of the 20th century, the remnants of
medieval power structures were relegated to the
echelons of history. The new power structures of
Western countries, led by Britain, and Communist
countries, led by the Soviet Union, began to take
root.

World War II ended the distortions in the
global system. Germany, Italy, and Japan fought
against the continental Western powers for dom-
inance and had initial successes until the USA
and the Soviet Union were dragged into the pro-
tracted war. The entry of these powerful countries
eroded the final remnants of medieval times, the
British Empire, and a new era of Cold War and
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superpower rivalry between the USA and the So-
viet Union began. It was in this environment that
a country named Pakistan came into being in 1947
as a result of the partition of British India. China
gained independence in 1949 under the leadership
of Chairman Mao.

The early years of Pakistan-China relations
were the 1950s and 1960s, when the basic foun-
dation of the greatest strategic partnership of the
21st century was laid. Pakistan was one of the
earliest countries to recognise China on October
4, 1949. Formal diplomatic relations between the
two countries were established on May 21, 1951.
Pakistan was one of the earliest non-communist
countries to recognise and establish diplomatic
ties with China. In that period, Pakistan’s foreign
policy aimed to establish relations with China to
counterbalance India. China’s strategic objective
was to seek allies among newly independent coun-
tries belonging to the non-communist bloc. Paki-
stan took the bold step of preferring China despite

ECONOMY | Muhammad Hanif Gul
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being a US ally.

The Bandung Conference of 1955, held in In-
donesia, was a watershed moment in the earlier
period when the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mu-
hammad Ali Bogra, met Chinese Premier Zhou
Enlai. At that time, Pakistan was part of the SEA-
TO and CENTO alliances, yet it maintained neu-
trality towards China. The 1962 Sino-Indian War
further strengthened the ties between Pakistan and
China. India’s ambitions and hostility towards
both countries helped persuade the leadership of
the two nations to work on a larger framework of
cooperation.

The most significant event of this era was the
signing of the Border Agreement on March 2,
1963. It was signed by Pakistan’s Foreign Minister
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and Chen Yi, Foreign Minis-
ter and Vice Premier of China. Starting from the
tri-junction of Pakistan, Afghanistan, and China’s
Wakhan Corridor to the Karakoram Pass, the
agreement demarcated a 2,050 km border between
Gilgit-Baltistan and Xinjiang Province. The Shaks-
gam Valley, an area of 5,180 square kilometres,
was ceded by Pakistan to China. In return, China
relinquished its claim on 1,942 square kilometres

Pakistan was one of the earliest
countries to recognise China on
October 4, 1949. Formal diplomat-
ic relations between the two
countries were established on

May 21, 1951

of the Oprang Valley. This agreement was made
subject to the final resolution of the Kashmir dis-
pute, and both countries will renegotiate the border
once the Kashmir issue is resolved. Through this
agreement, China stabilised its western border, re-
tained the critical Aksai Chin area, and secured
friendship with Pakistan. Pakistan gained China’s
support on the Kashmir issue, which proved cru-
cial in later decades.

In this early period of bilateral relations, since
both countries were developing, economic ties
were limited. During peak years, the volume of
trade was between 10-20 million dollars. China
and Pakistan used barter trade to counter the pau-
city of foreign exchange in both countries. How-
ever, China supplied Pakistan with military aid in
the form of small weapons and ammunition after
Western countries imposed an arms embargo on
Pakistan during the 1965 India-Pakistan War.

Pakistan and China achieved strategic conver-
gence against India to counter its regional ambi-
tions. The strong diplomatic trust between the two
neighbours was evident, especially after the his-
toric visit of Chinese Prime Minister Zhou Enlai
to Pakistan in 1964. China’s ideological alliance
with the Soviets and Pakistan’s partnership with
the USA were limiting factors, yet the leadership
in both countries was able to navigate the tight
diplomatic rope successfully during these years.
The pragmatism prevalent in the policy discourse
of both countries helped lay the groundwork for a
great partnership in the years to come.

| AUGUSTI5-SEPTEMBER 15,2025
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vivo X Foldd now available
across Pakistan with exclusive
launch offer

Crafted for elegance and performance, the vivo X Fold5 features a 217¢ ultra-light
body and a 9.2mm Super-Slim folded profile, offering both sophistication and comfort.
Designed for ultimate comfort and effortless portability, it features a smooth folding
mechanism that fuses style with practicality, ideal for those who value sophistication in

a compact design

ivo, a leading global technology brand, is
leased to announce that its premium fold-

‘ } able smartphone vivo X Fold5is now official-
ly available across Pakistan. Customers can

now purchase the vivo X Fold5 at a price of PKR

tional ownership experience through exclusive X
Care services. With every purchase, customers will
enjoy a one-time free outer screen replacement with-
in 12 months, along with a 25% discount on inner
screen replacement within 24 months. The package

So Light, So Strong

569,999, and as part of a special launch offer, a free
pair of vivo Buds with every purchase. Available
in two refined colors Feather White and Titanium
Gray it combines modern design with timeless so-
phistication.

The vivo X Fold5 redefines luxury and innova-
tion, and vivo is committed to delivering an excep-

also includes a complimentary two-way courier ser-
vice for nationwide coverage, and dedicated premi-
um support via the vivo SVC Manager and customer
care hotline (0800-00111). All rights related to the
use of the VIP card usage are reserved by vivo.
Crafted for elegance and performance, the vivo X
Fold5 features a 217g ultra-light body and a 9.2mm

Super-Slim folded profile, offering both sophistica-
tion and comfort. Designed for ultimate comfort
and effortless portability, it features a smooth folding
mechanism that fuses style with practicality, ideal for
those who value sophistication in a compact design.

It boasts IPX8 & IPX9 water resistance, IP5X
dust resistance, and is powered by a robust 6000mAh
BlueVolt Battery with 80W Dual-Cell FlashCharge
along with 40W Wireless FlashCharge for all-day
performance and usage. vivo’s advanced battery
technology optimizes efficiency, helping users stay
connected longer without frequent charging.

Photography enthusiasts will appreciate the
50MP ZEISS Telephoto Camera, delivering pro-
grade results in every shot.Co-engineered with
ZEISS, the camera system delivers exceptional de-
tail, vibrant colors, and true optical zoom, turning
every click into a premium visual experience. ZEISS
Multifocal Professional Photography ensures sharp,
true-to-life images across multiple focal lengths, from
wide landscapes to close-up portraits.

The vivo X Fold5 is available across Pakistan
in the 512GB storage variant at a retail price of
Rs.569,999.The device is officially approved by the
PTA and is fully compatible with all mobile networks
in Pakistan. Additionally, Zong 4G users can enjoy
12GB of free mobile internet by inserting their SIM
card into Slot 1that’s 2GB per month for 6 months.

vivo unveils the X Foldad in
Pakistan — So light, so strong

ivo, the leading global smartphone brand,

has officially launched its latest premium

‘ } foldable flagship, the vivo X Fold5, in Paki-
stan. Combining elegance with power and
intelligent features, the X Fold5 is designed to deliv-
er a next-generation foldable experience that's light-
er, smarter, and more capable than ever before. The
vivo X Fold5 is available in two elegant color vari-
ants Feather White and Titanium Gray offering a
perfect blend of sophistication and modern design.

Redefining Foldable Portability

The vivo X Fold5 leads the way with an 217g
Ultra-Light body and a 9.2mm Super-Slim profile,
making it one of the slimmest and lightest fold-
ables in its class. Crafted for ultimate portability
and comfort, the X Fold5 offers a seamless folding
mechanism that blends style with convenienceper-
fect for those who demand sophistication in a com-
pact form.

Backed by IPX8 & IPX9 water resistance, IP5X
dust resistance, and 2nd-Gen Armor Glass, the
X Fold5 is built to perform in any environment,
whether it is in boardrooms or business travel.

Power That Goes the Distance

Equipped with a powerful 6000mAh BlueVolt
Battery, the X Fold5 ensures all-day performance
with extended screen time, whether multitasking,
streaming, or working on the go. With support for
80W Dual-Cell FlashCharge and 40W Wireless

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

FlashCharge, users can quickly get back to their ac-
tivities, minimizing wait time. vivo’s advanced bat-

Vivo X Fold5

Co-engineered with ﬁ

So Light, So Strong

tery technology delivers enhanced efficiency, letting
users stay connected without constantly reaching
for the charger.

Professional Imaging in Every Frame

Photography enthusiasts will love the 50MP
ZEISS Telephoto Camera, which brings flag-
ship-level imaging to a foldable form. Co-engi-
neered with ZEISS, the camera system captures

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

crystal-clear, high-precision images with rich de-
tails, vibrant colors, and true optical zoom capabili-

(&.
tiestransforming every shot into a masterpiece.

Smart Productivity, On the Move

The AI Smart Office suite turns the X Fold5
into a true productivity powerhouse. With intelli-
gent multitasking, real-time translation, document
scanning, and seamless app-switching, the X Fold5
is built to empower users with smarter tools for
work and creativity, wherever they are.
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Govt’s strict action
against social
influencers promoting
online betting

The federal government has instructed re

latory

bodies like PEMRA, PTA, and the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) to avoid partnerships with companies involved

in gambling or betting. The PTA has been directed to
promptly remove any reported online presence of such
platforms. Complaints regarding financial losses on these
platforms are forwarded to the FIA for investigation

ambling and betting have been in prac-

tice over the centuries, but then, it was

not so widespread and was limited to a

group of people. Then there were also
no fast-paced electronic, print media, and telephone
options as they are available today. As technology
has advanced and mobile phones, the internet, social
media, and other platforms are available, the acces-
sibility and promotion of gambling and betting have
increased. The concerning issue arises when well-
known figures endorse these products and websites,
leading people to try them. YouTubers, celebrities,
and TikTokers are now involved in promoting illegal
betting and gambling apps, enticing users with the
promise of quick profits and rewards.

Top YouTubers, TikTok stars and celebrities
like Ducky Bhai, Rajab Butt, and Sistrology’s Iqra
Kanwal are facing scrutiny for promoting betting
apps. Influencers such as Anas Ali have been asso-
ciated with platforms flagged by the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP), such
as Quotex. Jannat Mirza has also been accused of
promoting trading platforms. Numerous other icons
have shocked their fans and the social media com-
munity by promoting gambling, spamming, and oth-
er cybercrimes.

The National Cyber Crime Investigation Agen-
cy (NCCIA) has initiated a nationwide crackdown,
blocking 46 apps, including Aviator Game, 1xBet,
Dafabet, and Bet365. Some of these platforms were
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found to be illegally trading personal data. NCCIA
Director Sarfaraz Chaudhry has cautioned that us-
ing or endorsing these apps could lead to severe legal
consequences, including fines and imprisonment.
The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) is actively enforcing the ban, urging citizens
to avoid these apps to protect their finances and per-
sonal information. Online gambling is illegal in Pa-
kistan, and violations are punishable under the law

TELEPEDIA | FLAREREPORT | |

volved falls outside its jurisdiction.

The federal government has instructed regula-
tory bodies like PEMRA, PTA, and the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) to avoid partnerships with
companies involved in gambling or betting. The
PTA has been directed to promptly remove any
reported online presence of such platforms. Com-
plaints regarding financial losses on these platforms
are forwarded to the FIA for investigation. Public
awareness is a key aspect of the PTA’s strategy,
using seminars, TV programs, digital media, and
SMS campaigns to educate citizens about illegal
online content and its risks.

To improve efficiency, the PTA has established
complaint mechanisms for the public and govern-
ment organisations, including an e-portal under
Rule 4(3) of the 2021 Online Content Removal
Rules. The portal is accessible to 51 stakeholder
agencies such as SECP, SBP, BISP, Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, Ministry of Interior, Armed Forces,
and provincial home departments, enabling them
to report unlawful content within their operational
mandates.

Despite challenges, the PTA remains commit-
ted to combating illegal online content by promptly
addressing validated complaints. Pakistan has im-
posed a comprehensive ban on gambling and casino
apps, as well as unregulated forex trading platforms
and apps that collect users’ personal data. This de-
cision came amid rising concerns about the safety,
privacy, and legality of these mobile applications,
which have gained significant popularity in the
country. The Federal Ministry of Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunication has announced the
prohibition of several mobile applications deemed
harmful to the public. These apps, often available
on popular app stores, are now classified as illegal
under a new directive aimed at addressing a grow-
ing number of complaints from consumers, legal
experts, and cybersecurity professionals. The notifi-
cation also highlights the potential risks of financial
instability and privacy violations associated with the
use of such platforms.

Among the banned apps are those offering gam-
bling and casino games, which have roaring pop-
ularity in recent years, attracting millions of users
across the country. However, Pakistani regulators
warned that if these platforms operated outside the
legal framework, they would be liable under the
law framed for fraudulent activities and addiction.
Authorities argue that the lack of proper regulato-
ry oversight or consumer protection mechanisms
exposes users to significant financial and mental
health risks.

Another category of banned apps includes
those related to forex trading. While forex trading
is legal in Pakistan under specific regulations, the
targeted apps were found to be operating without
the required licenses. The Pakistan Securities and
Exchange Commission has raised concerns about
the lack of transparency and consumer safeguards
in these unregulated trading platforms, which often
entice inexperienced traders with promises of high
returns but offer little to no protection against po-
tential losses.

of the land.

Additionally, some of

This crackdown under- As technology has advanced and these apps were found to
scores the growing concern i ghjle phones, the internet socia] Pe collecting sensitive per-
? 2

over the role of digital influ-
encers in promoting illegal

sonal information without

media, and other platforms are proper consent. This data

activities. Authorities areavailable, accessibility and promo-collection is - particularly

stressing the importance
of accountability among
content creators and warn-

concerning to officials as

tion of gambling and betting have i compromises the privacy
increased

and security of Pakistani

ing the public to be vigilant
against fraudulent and illegal platforms.

The PTA has blocked 184 websites and apps re-
lated to betting and gambling, following complaints
from the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MoIB),
and the public, as revealed by the Cabinet Division.

Under Section 37 of the Prevention of Electron-
ic Crimes Act (PECA) 2016, the PTA has the power
to block or remove unlawful online content through
a complaint-based mechanism. While the PTA can
block platforms, legal action against individuals in-
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citizens. The gathering of
personal data, including phone numbers and finan-
cial details, is viewed as a violation of Pakistan’s
data protection laws, which aim to protect users’ in-
formation from misuse by third parties.

Mobile network providers have been directed to
block access to gambling, forex, and data-harvest-
ing apps, adding an enforcement layer to the legal
ban. This action is part of a broader government
effort to regulate the digital space, which has been
increasingly impacted by the global rise in mobile
app usage.
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Faletti’s Hotel

CELEBRATING PAKISTAN'S INDEPENDENCE DAY

Faletti’s Hotel proudly celebrated Pakistan’s 79th Independence Day in a spirit
of patriotism and togetherness. The event was graced by Mr. Irshad B. Anjum,
who joined his dedicated team to honor the day with enthusiasm and national
pride. The hotel’s ambiance glowed in green and white, reflecting the colors of
our beloved flag, while the celebrations highlighted Faletti’s timeless tradition

of hosting memorable moments. \

This special occasion was not just a tribute to the nation’s freedom, but also a
reminder of Faletti's commitment to serving with excellence, unity,
and hospitality—values that resonate with the true spirit of Pakistan.

FOR BOOKINGS & RESERVATIONS: 042 111 444 333 | 0326-9999000
Faletti’s Hotel Lahore. | 24-Egerton Road Lahore | info@ihms.com.pk
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She highlighted Pakistan’s recent performance in the International Telecommunication
Union’s Cybersecurity Index, where the country achieved a score of 96.7% in 2024. She
stated that this progress stemmed from collective effort and capacity building, with over

3,000 young people trained in cybersecurity in the past year

he Pakistan Telecommunication Author-

ity (PTA), in collaboration with Huawei,

organised the Next-Gen Cyber Resilience

Workshop and Telecom Cyber Security
Awards 2025. The event brought together senior of-
ficials, industry leaders, and cybersecurity experts to
discuss emerging digital security challenges.

The workshop addressed cybersecurity implica-
tions of Pakistan’s upcoming 5G deployment, Low
Earth Orbit (LEO) Satellite Internet, Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) adoption, and FinTech expansion. PTA
reaffirmed its commitment to working with local
and international partners to enhance capacity, share
knowledge, and adopt advanced security solutions.

Federal Minister for IT & Telecom, Ms. Shaza
Fatima Khawaja, commended PTA’s initiatives, stat-
ing, “Building a cyber-resilient Pakistan is not just a
technological priority but a national imperative. The
government is fully committed to supporting inno-
vative solutions and robust security measures that
safeguard our digital ecosystem.”

Chairman PTA, Maj Gen (Retd) Hafeezur Reh-
man, said, “Cyber resilience is the cornerstone of
our digital future. PTA will continue fostering collab-
oration and innovation for a secure digital Pakistan”.

The event concluded with awards recognising ex-
cellence in cybersecurity innovation, resilience, and
leadership. The Minister also commended agencies,
including the Pakistan Telecommunication Authori-
ty (PTA), NADRA, and the Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan (SECP) for their contribu-
tions to cyber protection. She highlighted Pakistan's
recent performance in the International Telecom-
munication Union’s Cybersecurity Index, where the
country scored 96.7% in 2024. She mentioned that
this progress, she said, stemmed from collective ef-
fort and capacity building, with over 3,000 young
people trained in cybersecurity in the past year. The
expansion of this programme is planned to meet fu-
ture demand and generate employment opportuni-
ties.

Khawaja emphasised the importance of strength-
ening digital capabilities and cultivating a skilled cy-
bersecurity workforce to address challenges posed by
artificial intelligence and advanced technologies. She
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announced that the government is enhancing con-
nectivity through two existing submarine cables and
additional planned links, with foreign investors—in-
cluding those from China—showing interest.

She noted that the National Fiberisation Policy is
progressing, alongside efforts to resolve right-of-way
issues faced by IT companies. Following directives
from the Prime Minister, the Capital Development
Authority (CDA) has removed right-of-way charges,
while discussions are ongoing with the National
Highway Authority (NHA) and Pakistan Railways.
An amendment to the Pakistan Telecommunication
Act is also under consideration to streamline such is-
sues via an online portal. The Minister further stated
that upcoming spectrum auctions will accelerate 4G
expansion and lay the groundwork for 5G, improv-

Nayatel secured the first position
in PTA’s Cybersecurity Ranking
2024-25 for fixed-line operators.
'The company had held second
place for the past two years, but
in 2024-25, consistent effort and
teamwork propelled it to the top

ing service quality. The government is also working
to ensure affordable access to smartphones and lap-
tops so young people can leverage emerging technol-
ogies. She also remarked that Pakistan had gained an
advantage not only in conventional warfare but also
in technology during the recent conflict with India.
Praising the cybersecurity units of security agencies
and the contributions of youth, she said Pakistan’s
efforts have earned international recognition.

A central control room has been established by
IT ministry subsidiaries to counter cyber-attacks,
with young professionals playing a vital role. “We
must take cybersecurity as seriously as we protect
our borders,” she stressed.

At the ceremony, the Minister presented awards
to individuals for their outstanding contributions to
the IT sector. This year, Nayatel secured the first po-
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sition in PTA’s Cybersecurity Ranking 2024-25 for
fixed-line operators. For the past two years, Nayatel
had held second place, but in 2024-25, sustained ef-
fort and teamwork propelled it to the top.

PTA, along with an independent third party,
conducts thorough checks under the Critical Tele-
com Data and Infrastructure Security Regulations
(CTDISR). These evaluations closely examine how
well companies protect customer data and prepare
against cyber threats. Achieving the number one spot
demonstrates that Nayatel has built systems that are
not only reliable but also resilient against today’s in-
creasing online challenges.

Commenting on the success, Ageel Khurshid,
CTO of Nayatel, said: “Being ranked first is more
than just an award, it’s a promise. It reflects the trust
our customers place in us and our commitment to
keeping their data safe, always.”

Already aligned with international standards of
cybersecurity, this local victory has added another
feather to Nayatel's cap. As online threats continue
to evolve, Nayatel is prepared to stay one step ahead
to protect its customers. This achievement is not just
a win for Nayatel, but a proud milestone for Paki-
stan’s digital future, because real progress requires
both speed and safety. Telenor Pakistan received
top honours at the Telecom Cyber Security Awards
2025, organised by the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA). The company was recognised in
Category 1 — the industry benchmark for cyber
threat defence, information security, and resilience
— for its outstanding compliance with the Critical
Telecom Data and Infrastructure Security Regula-
tions (CTDISR).

This accolade follows PTA's rigorous annual
audit and revalidation process, which assesses op-
erators on their adherence to strict cybersecurity
protocols safeguarding Pakistan’s national telecom
infrastructure. Telenor Pakistan achieved one of the
highest compliance rates in the industry, reaffirming
its position as a leader in cybersecurity readiness.

Zong 4G secured second place in PTA’s Cyber
Security Awards 2025. Pakistan’s leading technolo-
gy innovator has improved from third place last year
among Category I operators.
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fter the government introduced taxes

on online services in the federal budget,

courier companies across the country are

experiencing a slowdown as orders from
e-commerce customers have significantly decreased.
To monitor the impact of e-commerce taxation, TCS
Logistics sought approval from the Competition
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) for its acquisition
by Nippon Express. The CCP has approved the ac-
quisition of a certain shareholding in TCS Logistics
(Private) Limited by ‘Nippon Express’ (South Asia
& Oceania) Pte. Limited.

Nippon Express is a subsidiary of Nippon Ex-
press Holdings, a global logistics company based in
Tokyo, Japan. Nippon Express Private Limited op-
erates in the South Asia and Oceania region from
Singapore.

TCS Logistics (Private) Limited is a Pakistani
company operating in the third-party logistics (3PL)
sector. Both companies provide 3PL services in Paki-
stan, with the relevant market identified as third-par-
ty logistics services within the country.

Following a Phase-I review under Section 11 of
the Competition Act, 2010, the CCP determined
that the acquisition does not pose significant compe-
tition concerns. The combined market share of the
parties remains minimal after the transaction, and
there is no expected substantial impact on competi-
tion. The acquisition is expected to bring efficiency
improvements and international logistical expertise
to the domestic market, which will enhance service
quality and operational capabilities in Pakistan’s lo-
gistics sector. The CCP found no evidence that the
acquisition would create barriers to entry in the rel-
evant market.

Based on its assessment, the CCP has approved
the proposed acquisition under Section 31 of the
Competition Act, 2010.

This acquisition has raised concerns among oth-
er courier companies, attributing the slowdown to
government taxation in the sector. They argue that
the government’s actions are hindering the growth
of e-commerce, which is vital for the country’s econ-
omy. The taxation measures have led to the emer-
gence of illegal practices and have failed to target the
real tax evaders, unfairly burdening the documented
sector. Courier companies have experienced a signif-
icant decline in business from mid-sized and small
online sellers in smaller cities, while major brands
have been less affected. Cash-on-delivery (CoD) vol-
umes have fluctuated, with small and new shippers
facing suspensions, whereas established shippers
have maintained steady volumes. The recent bud-
get mandated online sellers to register with logistics
companies and imposed taxes on CoD and digital
payments, affecting logistics companies’ margins
due to rising operational costs and taxation.

Local brands compliant with regulatory laws
have borne the tax impact, but smaller online sellers
have faced difficulties during the registration process,
leading to business suspensions. The government’s
tax policies have been criticised for favouring foreign
e-commerce platforms over local businesses, creat-
ing an uncompetitive environment. Calls have been
made to reduce taxes on CoD, simplify registration
procedures, and support small online sellers to foster
a fair business environment. The entry of Alibaba.
com into Pakistan’s e-commerce sector has intro-
duced logistics services to assist exporters in stream-
lining international trade operations. This initiative
aims to support SMEs in overcoming logistical chal-
lenges and expanding their global trade opportuni-
ties. The government’s focus on increasing exports
aligns with efforts to revitalise the South Asian econ-
omy and improve trade and investment in Pakistan.

The TAQ Organisation, a prominent player in
Pakistan’s international transportation sector, ex-
pressed optimism about the positive impact of Ali-
baba’s entry on logistics. With a broad network and
extensive experience, the TAQ Organisation remains
competitive in delivering efficient shipping solutions.
Pakistan’s logistics industry, comprising thousands
of companies, faces profitability and efficiency issues
compared to global standards, underscoring the need
for improvements in the sector.

It is important to note that the government has
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Heavy taxes,

registration

significantly impact
e-commerce
businesses in Pakistan

Local brands compliant with regulatory laws have absorbed
the tax impact, but smaller online sellers have faced
challenges during the registration process, leading to business
suspensions. The government’s tax policies have been
criticised for favouring foreign e-commerce platforms over
local businesses, creating an uncompetitive environmenta

introduced new taxation measures targeting e-com-
merce businesses, digital service providers, and cou-
rier services, aiming to raise Rs64 billion to generate
Rs64 billion in revenue in the upcoming fiscal year.
To tap into the expanding digital transaction market,
a “Digital Transactions Proceeds Levy” has been in-
troduced that applies to both domestic and foreign
vendors, with banks and courier services acting as
withholding agents to ensure tax collection through-
out the payment process. Various taxes have been

"To monitor the impact of e-com-
merce taxation, TCS Logistics
sought approval from the Competi-
tion Commission of Pakistan (CCP)
for its acquisition by Nippon Ex-
press. The CCP has approved the
acquisition of a certain sharehold-
ing in TCS Logistics (Private) Limit-
ed by ‘Nippon Express’ (South Asia
& Oceania) Pte. Limited

imposed on digital services, including those offered
by e-commerce platforms, websites, social media,
and courier companies. The government has defined
“digitally delivered services” as those provided over
the internet or electronic networks with minimal or
no human intervention, such as music and video
streaming, cloud services, telemedicine, e-learning,
online banking, and accounting services.
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E-commerce businesses are now subject to tax-
es ranging from 0.25% to 5%, and the tax applies to
digital services provided by both local and foreign
vendors. Foreign vendors with a digital presence in
Pakistan are required to pay a 5% tax on digitally or-
dered goods and services, whether delivered digitally
or physically, with banks responsible for deducting
this tax from payments to these vendors.

For local e-commerce platforms, a tiered tax
structure has been proposed. Transactions under Rs
10,000 will be taxed at 1%, those under Rs 25,000 at
2%, and amounts exceeding Rs 25,000 at a reduced
rate of 0.25%.

Moreover, courier services involved in cash-on-de-
livery (CoD) transactions will face new taxes. The tax
rates are 0.25% on electronics and electrical goods,
2% on clothing articles, and 1% on other goods, to
be collected by courier services during CoD transac-
tions. The new tax regime mandates online market-
places, payment intermediaries, and courier service
providers to submit detailed statements to the Com-
missioner, sharing data of sellers involved in digitally
ordered goods and services to enhance transparency
and tax collection in the e-commerce sector.

In a bid to enhance tax compliance in digital
marketplaces, the definition of “e-commerce” has
been expanded to include all online transactions,
whether paid through digital means or CoD, under
the e-commerce sales tax framework. This move
aims to regulate and tax the growing online market
effectively. Additionally, the withholding tax rate on
e-commerce transactions is set to double from 1%
to 2% to align with the increasing volume of digital
transactions in Pakistan.
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Fraudsters in Pakistan are becoming more sophisticated
and are now using the names of trusted government
programs like the Ehsas Kafalat Program and Benazir
Income Support Program to scam people. Many
individuals are receiving fake messages on their phones
claiming that they have been approved for financial aid.

t is concerning that in our society, when any gov-
ernment takes the initiative to provide relief to
the poor masses in the country, fraudulent indi-
viduals become active and employ various tricks
to deceive the poor and steal their rightful money. Fol-
lowing the Benazir Income Support Programme, the
Ehsas Kafalat Programme now faces similar threats.
Fraudsters in Pakistan are becoming more sophis-
ticated and are utilising the names of trusted govern-
ment programmes like the Ehsas Kafalat Programme
and Benazir Income Support Programme to scam
people. Many individuals are receiving fake messag-
es on their phones claiming that they have been ap-
proved for financial aid. These scams are exploiting
innocent people by tricking them into sharing person-
al details or sending money.

ber for further details. Another message indicates that
an amount of Rs. 76,500 has been approved, and you
are requested to contact the same WhatsApp number
immediately. Several individuals have received simi-
lar messages, with some falling victim to these fraud-
ulent schemes. The scammers may request an ad-
vance payment to process the aid or to keep the funds
secure. They may also ask for OTP codes sent to your
Easypaisa, JazzCash, or bank account to transfer the
money, enabling them to empty your account. Addi-
tionally, they may seek personal information such as
your CNIC number to misuse your identity.

To protect yourself from such scams, be vigilant
for signs such as messages from unknown numbers,
spelling errors, an unprofessional appearance, offers
of money without verification, requests for person-
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The scam involving the Ehsas Kafalat Programme
typically begins with a fake message or SMS stating,
“Congratulations! Your Rs. 12,000 aid has been
approved under the Ehsas Kafalat Programme or
Benazir Income Support Programme.” The message
includes a file number or token number to appear
legitimate. The sender then requests the recipient to
contact them on WhatsApp or call a specific number
for further details.

You may have received SMS notifications stating
that your payment of Rs. 45,000 has been approved
by BISP. Please contact the provided WhatsApp num-
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al details, money transfers, or OTP sharing. Always
verify information through official government web-
sites and helplines, and report suspicious activities
to authorities like the NCCIA. The government has
formally transformed the Federal Investigation Agen-
cy (FIA)’s former Cyber Crime Wing (CCW) into an
independent and autonomous body, namely, the Na-
tional Cyber Crime Investigation Agency (NCCIA).
The newly established NCCIA has been granted
full authority to prevent, investigate, and take action
against cybercrimes across the country. This dedicat-
ed agency will handle a wide range of digital offences,
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including online fraud, harassment, digital blackmail,
identity theft, fake websites, social media crimes, and
other malicious cyber activities, or Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA).

Although the Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) has issued a warning, cautioning cit-
izens against a rise in phishing scams where fraud-
sters are attempting to obtain personal information
by impersonating the regulatory body, it has taken
no action. The PTA stated that it will never contact
individuals via call, email, or message to request sen-
sitive personal details such as passwords, One-Time
Passwords (OTPs), or online credentials.

The Ehsas Kafalat Programme and Benazir In-
come Support Programme are legitimate government
initiatives aimed at assisting deserving individuals.
These programmes provide income support, scholar-
ships, interest-free loans, and emergency relief. Stay
alert, stay safe, and help prevent others from falling
victim to these scams. Be cautious of fraudulent mes-
sages, especially those claiming to be from parcel de-
livery services, and always verify the authenticity of
such communications before taking any action. Be
wary of sharing personal information with unknown
callers and report suspicious activities to the relevant
authorities. Beware of fraudulent SMS messages
claiming to be from a parcel delivery service. These
messages are designed to trick you into providing per-
sonal information or clicking on malicious links that
could compromise your bank account. Stay vigilant
and always verify the authenticity of such messages
before taking any action. Pakistanis continue to face
ongoing fraud issues due to its large population, poor
economy, and gaps in regulatory and enforcement
systems, while a lack of awareness and technological
glitches further exacerbate their woes.

The latest scam involves fake courier SMS de-
signed to empty your bank account in no time. A cit-
izen received a suspicious text claiming that a parcel
was waiting for delivery and requesting their address.

The SMS included a link, with scammers asking
people to provide the correct address and mentioning
an Rs. 89 re-delivery fee. When the man tried to pay
Rs. 89, he received an alert from his bank indicating
insufficient funds in his account. Upon investigation,
it was revealed that the scammer attempted to with-
draw around Rs. 400,000 from a mobile shop in the
UAE. Fortunately, the lack of funds in his account
saved him from losing a significant amount of his
hard-earned money. This case is the latest in the mar-
ket, and people are advised to be cautious with such
fraudulent messages containing external links.

PTA has issued a warning, cau-
tioning citizens against a rise in
phishing scams where fraudsters
are attempting to obtain personal
information by impersonating the
regulatory body, but doing nothing

It is a unique style to deceive people. An unknown
caller contacts you and claims to be your nephew or
in-law living in Dubai, wanting to send a large sum
of money to your account. They instruct you not to
share this information with any family members or
friends. They promise to contact you upon their ar-
rival in Pakistan for repayment, asking you to send
the money back to their account. In return, they offer
to compensate you for this service. It is advised to be
cautious and not share personal information with un-
known callers. No doubt, the influx of online shop-
ping websites and social media platforms has made
life much easier for citizens by making all accessories
available at their doorsteps after a little effort in plac-
ing online orders.

However, the risks associated with online shop-
ping still loom large if buyers purchase costly items
through websites or social media platforms that are
not registered with any regulatory body.

As hundreds of online shopping websites and so-
cial media platforms, including WhatsApp groups,
Instagram and Facebook pages, are operating in the
country to provide a variety of goods, some known
brands among them are credible.
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About Perity Kafe:

Perity Kafe is a distinguished culinary destination in Baku, Azerbaijan,
proudly operating under the esteemed Adam Group of Companies.
Established three years ago, Perity Kafe has quickly become a house-
hold name, serving over 5 million clients, including tourists, local
families, corporate clients, and individual patrons. The restaurant is
renowned for its authentic Azerbaijani cuisine, complemented by a rich
selection of Pakistani and Indian dishes, offering a unique fusion of
flavors that cater to diverse palates.

Perity Kafe is committed to delivering exceptional dining experiences
through its warm hospitality, high-quality food, and competitive
pricing. With a vision to become a leading brand in Azerbaijan, Perity
Kafe continues to set benchmarks in the culinary industry by combin-
ing tradition, innovation, and excellence.
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Perity Kafe is more than just a restaurant; it is a celebration of

L]
culture, flavor, and hospitality. As part of the Adam Group of i “‘1.1 ’1‘#@ .
Companies, Perity Kafe is dedicated to upholding the highest B V"
standards of excellence and creating lasting memories for LOUNGE - SHISHA - DINING - BAR

every gu est. 157 Lev Tolstoy, Baku, Azerbaijan
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n a modest government school classroom in

Pakistan, a young Shafiga Igbal sat quietly,

clutching a notebook as she dreamed of a fu-

ture far beyond her small town. Forbidden by
her family to pursue higher education, she applied
to university in secret, driven by a fierce determina-
tion to break barriers. Today, Shafiga is a Big Data
Engineer at Google Poland and a top-rated seller on
Upwork, a shining example of a new generation of
Pakistani women rewriting the rules of global tech
and data science.

Data science has long been stereotyped as the
domain of the ‘tech bro’—men in hoodies coding
through the night. But a new generation of wom-
en is rewriting that narrative. In Pakistan, this shift
is especially noticeable. A growing wave of female
students is enrolling in data science programmes,
driven by ambition, resilience, and curiosity. Their
talent is gaining global recognition, with Pakistani
women securing roles at tech giants such as Google
and Meta.

Shafiga’s journey symbolises a broader change
in Pakistan’s tech ecosystem. Once discouraged
from higher studies, she applied to university in se-
cret, obtained a scholarship to Punjab University,
and forged a path through freelancing and startup
work that eventually led her to international tech
roles. When APP asked about her motivation, she
shared her mantra simply yet powerfully:

“If you don't see a role model, become one.”

Her story reflects a rising wave of Pakistani
women excelling in data science—a field once con-
sidered a male stronghold. As cultural barriers fade,
women are claiming space and redefining leader-
ship in STEM.

Traditionally steered towards teaching or medi-
cine, more women are now choosing data science.
Thanks to university programmes and outreach, fe-
male enrolment has increased by nearly 40% since
2018, according to a COMSATS survey. Globally,
the proportion of women data scientists has risen
from 15% in 2018 to 24% today, a trend clearly vis-
ible on Pakistani campuses.

Dr. Nusrat Shaheen, Senior Faculty in Data
Science at COMSATS, told this scribe, “Five years
ago, I could count the number of girls in my class
on one hand. Now, nearly half are women—and
many of them are project leaders.”

When asked about university efforts to sup-
port this shift, she explained how institutions like
LUMS, FAST, and COMSATS foster inclusivi-
ty through coding bootcamps, Al clubs, and fe-
male-led mentorship programmes. She added that
these initiatives are challenging stereotypes early,
inspiring schoolgirls to see data science as a space
where they truly belong.

Zunaira Igbal, a machine learning specialist at
LUMS, shared how community and peer support
transformed her experience:

“In my first semester, there were only three girls
in a class of 40. Now, we’ve built a community. We
share resources, mentor juniors, and ensure no one
feels out of place.”

Others, like Mahnoor Awan from COMSATS,
highlighted the field’s impact-driven nature: “It’s
not just about numbers, we're influencing decisions
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The nation’s data
daughters coding a new
legacy in global tech

A growing wave of female students is enrolling in data
science programmes, driven by ambition, resilience, and
curiosity. Their talent is gaining global recognition, with
Pakistani women securing roles at tech giants such as

Google and Meta.

and solutions that connect with wider audiences,
especially in data science, where human insight
is essential. Challenges nonetheless persist, with
women still underrepresented in mid and senior
data roles. Yet, universities, incubators, and for-
ward-thinking firms are laying foundations for a
more inclusive future.

When this scribe spoke with Mishal Hussain,
Principal Analyst at HRCG Group UK and former
lecturer at the University of Lahore, she reflected
on the journey ahead: “Success isn't a straight road.
It’s about learning, adapting, and leading—wherev-

in business, healthcare,
and governance.”

FAST student Ayesha
Rauf recalled how a two-
day Python bootcamp in
high school transformed
her entire outlook on tech:

“I realised data science
isn't just about data; it's
about solving real-world
problems like climate

Challenges nonetheless persist,
with women still underrepresent- data science is not merely
ed in mid and senior data roles.
Yet, universities, incubators,
and forward-thinking firms are
laying foundations for a more
inclusive future

er you end up.”
The rise of women in

a statistic; it signifies a cul-
tural shift. As a new agen-
cy reports, it signals that
Pakistani women are not
only claiming their place in
tech but are becoming the
architects of the country’s

change and social equity.”

The shift extends beyond academia. In the cor-
porate sector, women are leading Al-driven data
projects at companies such as Systems Limited and
NetSol Technologies, transforming banking, logis-
tics, and healthcare for millions.

The private sector recognises that diversity isn't
merely ethical, but strategic. Gender-diverse teams
offer broader perspectives, better problem-solving,
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data-driven future.

Meanwhile, Pakistani students secured one
gold, one silver, and two bronze medals at the 2nd
International Nuclear Science Olympiad (INSO-
2025), held in Malaysia.

Organised under the auspices of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the event
brought together bright young minds from 19 coun-
tries, including China, Japan, Singapore, Turkey,
Indonesia, and Saudi Arabia.
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The Pakistani delegation, trained and mentored
by distinguished faculty from the Pakistan Institute
of Engineering and Applied Sciences (PIEAS), de-
livered an outstanding performance at this global
competition.

According to the Pakistan Atomic Energy Com-
mission official, the team comprised Muhammad
Tayyab Bukhari from Beaconhouse School Ab-
bottabad, who won a Gold medal; Ammar Asad
Warraich from Siddique Public School Islamabad,
who took the Silver; and Rawah Javed and Tatheer
Aima Nagvi, from Siddique Public School Islam-
abad and Chenab College Jhang, respectively, both
earning Bronze medals.

The team was led by Dr. Sajjad Tahir from
PIEAS and Dr. Muhammad Magsood from the Di-
rectorate of Education at the Pakistan Atomic En-
ergy Commission (PAEC), who played a vital role
in preparing the students for the competition.

This achievement highlights Pakistan’s growing
prominence in nuclear science and technology ed-
ucation.

The Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission con-
tinues to provide young students with platforms
and mentorship to excel internationally, not only in
nuclear research but also in its applications across
agriculture, medicine, industry, and education.

The success at INSO-2025 demonstrates the
country’s commitment to cultivating a new gener-
ation of scientists and researchers, with institutions
like PIEAS and PAEC leading the way in building
Pakistan’s scientific future.
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Boliey hindering
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becoming digital
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Julian Gorman, the GSMA’s Head of Asia Pacific, detailed
the key findings and recommendations from the report.
He outlined how mobile technologies and services are
transforming Asian economies and can contribute an
additional US %14 trillion in gross domestic product (GDP)

he GSMA hosted the second edition of
its Digital Nation Summit in Islamabad,
recognising the Ministry of Information
Technology and Telecommunication
(MoITT), the Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA), and Pakistan’s mobile network op-
erators for their tireless efforts and contributions
towards advancing the country’s digital landscape.

During the summit, the GSMA published Un-
locking Pakistan’s Digital Potential: Reform, Trust
and Opportunity, a new report highlighting policy
opportunities for the country to close one of Asia
Pacific’'s most significant mobile-internet usage
gaps and position Pakistan as a regional digital
leader.

Speaking to key decision-makers at the GSMA'’s
Digital Nation Summit in Islamabad, Julian Gor-
man, the GSMA’s Head of Asia Pacific, detailed the
key findings and recommendations from the report.
A He outlined how mobile technologies and services
- J | aretransforming Asian economies and can contrib-

L ute an additional US $1 .4 trillion in gross domestic
product (GDP) for the region by 2030. However, he
raised concerns that Pakistan risks missing out: al-
though 81% of the country’s population is covered
by mobile broadband and 68% own a smartphone,
only 29% of people used the mobile internet last
year, leaving a 52% usage gap — the highest among
major regional markets.

Key findings include: Spectrum allocation op-
portunity: Pakistan has one of the region’s lowest
m allocations of IMT spectrum, and its planned 5G
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multiband auction has been delayed.

Need for sustainable spectrum pricing: Across
the Asia Pacific, spectrum cost-to-revenue ratios
rose from 3% in 2014 to 9% in 2023; excessive pric-
ing in Pakistan threatens coverage and speeds.

Scope to rationalise mobile sector taxation:
Combined taxes on mobile usage reach 33%, among
the highest in the region, increasing consumer costs
and suppressing demand.

Addressing the mobile usage gap: 52% of Paki-
stanis live under mobile broadband coverage but do
not use it, reflecting barriers of affordability, litera-
cy, and trust.

Gender progress: Women’s mobile-internet
adoption climbed from 33% to 45% in 2024 — the
largest gain in any country surveyed — illustrating
that targeted efforts can work.

Addressing rising digital fraud to build trust:
Rising digital fraud is eroding trust; Pakistan’s par-
ticipation in the GSMA APAC Cross-Sector An-
ti-Scam Taskforce (ACAST) is a positive step but
needs scaling.

To further accelerate Pakistan’s digital progress,
the GSMA report outlines policy opportunities to
speed up development. First, the report calls for
comprehensive spectrum reform. To support long-
term digital growth, spectrum pricing strategies
should balance revenue targets with affordability
and network expansion needs. The report also rec-
ommends releasing additional mid-band frequen-
cies, publishing a clear multi-year roadmap, and
permitting spectrum sharing and trading to enable
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more efficient use of scarce bandwidth.

Second, the report emphasises the importance
of aligning fiscal policy with Pakistan’s digital de-
velopment goals. Reducing sector-specific taxes on
mobile usage and rationalising duties on devices
and services would lower consumer prices and boost
demand. In addition, targeted fiscal incentives—
such as tax credits for infrastructure investment or
R&D—can attract private sector investment and
foster innovation within the digital ecosystem.

Third, building digital trust and inclusion re-
mains essential. Expanding anti-fraud initiatives
like the GSMA’s APAC Cross-Sector Anti-Scam
Taskforce and rapidly adopting GSMA Open Gate-
way APIs will enhance security, while dedicated
digital-literacy programmes, particularly for wom-
en and rural communities, can help close Pakistan’s
52 per cent usage gap.

Finally, the report recommends streamlining
regulation to support resilience and innovation. Es-
tablishing a more predictable and resilient regula-
tory environment by reviewing network continuity
policies, accelerating approval of “Always-On Net-
work” solutions, and adopting technology-neutral,
innovation-friendly rules would create an environ-
ment in which 5G, 10T, and future services can
thrive.

The full report, Unlocking Pakistan’s Digital Po-
tential: Reform, Trust and Opportunity is available
for download at gsma.com.

Julian Gorman, Head of Asia Pacific, GSMA,
said Pakistan currently has the talent, ambition,
and vision to become a digital powerhouse but
identified policy barriers as the main hindrance.
High spectrum prices, heavy sector-specific taxes,
and regulatory uncertainty are limiting investment
precisely when Pakistan most needs affordable,
high-quality connectivity. Reform is no longer op-
tional—it is vital for economic growth, social inclu-
sion, and global competitiveness.

Shaza Fatima Khawaja, Federal Minister for IT
& Telecom, remarked that Pakistan is not merely
adapting to the digital age but actively shaping it.
Guided by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s vision,
the Ministry of IT & Telecom is establishing a resil-
ient and inclusive digital ecosystem where innova-
tion fuels economic growth and technology empow-
ers all citizens. We are proud to position Pakistan
among 37 nations with a WebTrust-audited Nation-
al PKI, along with achieving a 14% improvement
in the ITU ICT Development Index. With over 200
million telecom subscribers, 10 million new broad-
band users, and a 24% rise in internet consumption,
digital access is accelerating rapidly. Strategic ini-
tiatives such as launching Al-enabled data centres
and cloud infrastructure, operationalising 40 Soft-
ware Technology Parks, deploying new submarine
cables, and extending 1,825 km of optic fibre across
17 telecom projects to reach over 500 underserved
areas demonstrate our dedication to connectivity,

During the summit, the GSMA
published Unlocking Pakistan’s
Digital Potential: Reform, Trust
and Opportunity, a new report
highlighting policy opportunities
for the country to close one of Asia
Pacific’s most significant mo-
bile-internet usage gaps and posi-
tion Pakistan as a regional digital
leader

innovation, and inclusion. Through these efforts,
we reaffirm our mission: to ensure no one is left be-
hind in Pakistan’s digital transformation.

Julian Gorman, Head of Asia Pacific, GSMA,
concluded that Asia Pacific is advancing quickly in
5G, IoT, and Al. With the right policy framework,
Pakistan is well positioned to lead regional innova-
tion, particularly in developer services and IT out-
sourcing. Our report provides a clear roadmap; the
time to act is now.
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OpenAl GPT-5

reveals frustrations
over Al model

progress

@ OpenAl
INTRODUCING

Despite the high expectations inspired by OpenAl CEO
Sam Altman, the actual performance of GPT-5 did not
live up to the hype. The anticipation for GPT-5 had

been building for years, following the release of GPT-
4in 2023. Users eagerly looked for details on the new
model’s features and capabilities, only to find that the
improvements were mostly incremental, focusing on cost

and speed enhancements

xplore the reasons behind the controversial

launch of GPT-5 by OpenAl and delve

into the cost-cutting strategy that led to a
disappointing user experience. Artificial in-
telligence has sparked a renewed interest in learning
for many, but it has also set unrealistic expectations.
OpenAl’s GPT-5, touted as its most advanced mod-
el, fell short of the excitement it generated. Users
were underwhelmed by their experience with GPT-
5, revealing a significant shift in AI development
strategy that caught many off guard. Despite the
high expectations inspired by OpenAI CEO Sam Al-
tman, the actual performance of GPT-5 did not live
up to the hype. The anticipation for GPT-5 had been
building for years, following the release of GPT-4
in 2023. Users eagerly looked for details on the new
model’s features and capabilities, only to find that
the improvements were mostly incremental, focus-
ing on cost and speed enhancements. While OpenAl
had marketed GPT-5 as its best Al system yet, users
found the model lacking in various areas, leading to
disappointment and criticism from industry experts.
The model’s performance in real-world scenarios
did not match the lofty promises made by OpenAl,
resulting in a less-than-stellar reception. Despite the
initial backlash, some users have acknowledged the
improvements in cost and speed offered by GPT-5.
The model’s switch system, which automatically di-
rects queries to the most suitable model, was seen
as a positive development. OpenAl emphasised the
practical utility and accessibility of GPT-5, high-
lighting its potential benefits in various applications.
However, criticisms of GPT-5’s lack of eloquence

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

and depth in writing persisted, with users expressing
a preference for the retired GPT-40 model. The mod-
el’s performance in coding tasks stood out as a bright
spot, with GPT-5 excelling in Al coding benchmarks
and competitions. Overall, GPT-5's performance in
various industry tests was deemed incremental rath-
er than groundbreaking. While the model showed
improvements over its predecessors, it failed to deliv-
er the revolutionary advancements that were expect-

ed. Despite the mixed reception, OpenAl’s focus on
incremental progress and practical applications like
coding and healthcare could prove beneficial in the
long run. By targeting enterprise clients and investing
in key areas like coding and reducing hallucinations,
OpenAl aims to solidify its position in the competi-
tive Al landscape.

The launch of OpenAl's long-awaited GPT-
5 model marked an ignominious chapter for the
company. While it boasted modest performance up-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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grades on paper, the actual experience of using it left
many fans sorely disappointed.

Common criticisms were that its answers were
too short and its writing was noticeably worse and
devoid of personality. On top of that, many noted
that despite its “PhD level” intelligence, it still made
dumb errors like insisting there are three Bs in the
word “blueberry.”

It was such a letdown that fans demanded that
OpenAl give them back access to the previous model
GPT-4o, which the company boldly removed with
the launch of GPT-5. And stunningly, OpenAl ca-
pitulated to fans’ demands.

In sum, it did not feel like a “significant step along
the path to AGI,” as CEO Sam Altman bragged it
was.

There may be an interesting reason behind why
the ChatGPT upgrade feels so lacklustre. As The
Register speculates, it’s likely because GPT-5 is really
meant to be “less of an advancement and more of a
way to save compute cost.”

It’s a striking theory, highlighting how the Al in-
dustry continues to burn through billions of dollars,
eclipsing moderate revenues. OpenAl could be look-
ing to pump the brakes to better its chances of turn-
ing a profit before the end of the decade, but whether
that’s even a possibility at this point remains a point
of contention.

GPT-5 isn't a single model — it’s actually a tag
team of a lightweight model to handle basic requests,
and a beefier one to tackle complex “reasoning”
tasks. A separate router model chooses which of the
two LLMs should tag in, based on the prompt.

As it turned out, the router model sucked at its
job, and “broke” on launch day, Altman claimed,
making GPT-5 seem “way dumber.”

It’s now back online with some purported im-
provements, but it has done little to conciliate fans’
fury at having their choices limited.

The important takeaway from this is that deploy-
ing this “autoswitcher” strays from OpenAl’s ap-
proach in the past the Register notes, which allowed
paid users to simply select which model they want-
ed to use, instead of it being chosen automatically.
Keeping all those models online, however, is expen-
sive, reinforcing the idea that the ChatGPT maker
is undergoing some belt-tightening by getting rid of
them — though it has since reversed course and re-
stored access to paid users.

There are other blatant signs of cost-cutting, like
a severe limit of just ten messages per hour for free
users. OpenAl is also keeping the model’s “context
window” — essentially its memory — the same as

It’s a striking theory, highlighting
how the Al industry continues to
burn through billions of dollars,
eclipsing moderate revenues.
OpenAl could be looking to pump
the brakes to better its chances
of turning a profit before the end
of the decade, but whether that’s
even a possibility at this point
remains a point of contention

before, limited to 32,000 tokens for Plus users and
128,000 for Pro. Fans, especially those in the Plus
tier — which at $20 is the only affordable tier for
most, as Pro will set you back $200 per month —
have been begging for an upgrade in this area.

Unglamorous as it is, cost-cutting at this moment
makes sense from OpenAT’s point of view. It’s facing
more competition than ever and is under increasing
pressure to find a way to turn its business model prof-
itable. Its anticipated valuation of some $500 billion
comes with the implicit expectation that it will figure
out how to make money soon.

But the company underestimated just how wild-
ly attached fans would become to the quirks of its
older models, even if they are nominally inferior
— and that’s not a problem that’s going to go away
anytime soon.
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Live light, shoot pro — Why the

X200 FE is the smartest
style upgrade

Whether you're capturing golden hour for your next Instagram post, editing a
quick reel between meetings, or jumping from emails to video calls and back to
Spotify, the vivo X200 FE feels like the kind of companion that was designed with
your daily rhythm in mind. Lightweight yet powerful, sleek yet full of substance, it
brings together everything a modern user wants: pro-level photography, smooth
multitasking, and a design that looks as good as it performs

n a world that's constantly on the move, where

your phone often doubles as your camera, your

work desk, your gaming console, and your fa-

vourite style accessory, the smartphone you
carry should do more than just keep up. It should
elevate your everyday. Experience the vivo X200 FE,
a device that doesn’t just fit into your lifestyle, it en-
hances it in ways that are both powerful and beauti-
fully subtle.

Whether you’re capturing golden hour for your
next Instagram post, editing a quick reel between
meetings, or jumping from emails to video calls and
back to Spotify, the vivo X200 FE feels like the kind
of companion that was designed with your daily
rhythm in mind. Lightweight yet powerful, sleek
yet full of substance, it brings together everything a
modern user wants: pro-level photography, smooth
multitasking, and a design that looks as good as it
performs.

Let’s talk about the camera
first, because it’s not just any cam-
era. It’s ZEISS co-engineered and
trust us, that’s not just a branding
stamp. The X200 FE’s triple cam-
era system is headlined by the
S50MP ZEISS Super Telephoto
lens, and it's no exaggeration to
say it can truly transform how you |
capture the world around you. The
ZEISS 100x Telephoto Zoom is a
creative game-changer. From sky-
line shots across the city to far-off
stage views at your favourite con-
cert, this phone captures it all with |

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

clarity that feels almost unreal.
Pair that with the ZEISS Main Camera, and
you've got all your angles covered. Add in features

In a sea of smartphones chasing
specs, the vivo X200 FE stands
out by understanding the one
thing that matters most, that’s you.
Your routine, your rhythm, your

style

like ZEISS Multifocal Portrait Mode and Stu-
dio-Quality Aura Light, and suddenly your casual
brunch photo or street-style portrait carries the pol-
ish of a magazine shoot.

But what really makes the X200 FE a lifestyle

tra-portable body. With its 6.31” ultra portable body,
it slips into your pocket effortlessly. And while it may
be light in the hand, it’s heavy on performance, con-
sisting MediaTekDimensity 9300+. Whether you're
gaming after work, editing on the go, or juggling apps
during a busy day, the experience is fast, responsive,
and smooth. No lag, no overheating, no compromis-
es. When it comes to the battery, vivo truly delivers
an exceptional experience. With a 6500mAh Blue-
Volt Battery, it’s made for long days and even longer
nights. Stream, scroll, shoot, or game without con-
stantly hunting for your charger. And when it’s fi-
nally time to recharge, the 90W FlashChargepowers
you back up in just minutes. No stress, no waiting,
just a device that keeps pace with your life.

Of course, it wouldn't be a lifestyle statement
without the look. And the X200 FE delivers here
too. From its bold, modern colorways to the re-
fined ZEISS camera module, every detail of the

win is that it packs all this power into a compact, ul-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

design feels intentional. It’s the
kind of phone that looks just as
good on your nightstand as it
does in your mirror selfies, pre-
mium, clean, and quietly confi-
dent.

In a sea of smartphones
chasing specs, the vivo X200
FE stands out by understanding
the one thing that matters most,
that’s you. Your routine, your
rhythm, your style. It’s not just
a phone. It’s a statement of how
you live; light, bold, and always
ready to shoot like a pro.
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Jazz, JazzCash, and Mobilink Bank donate
PKR 100 million for flood relief efforts

Islamabad: Jazz, Jaz-
zCash, and Mobilink Bank
have collectively pledged PKR
100 million for flood relief and
rehabilitation efforts. The ini-
tiative combines immediate
humanitarian aid with long-
term recovery, showcasing a
comprehensive private-sector
response to the recent floods.

The support will include
free and discounted telecom
and digital financial services to
keep families connected, relief
supplies such as food, medi-
cines, tents, and bedding, and
a JazzCash matching grant to
double customer donations in
partnership with welfare or-
ganizations, ensuring maxi-
mum impact for flood-affected
communities.

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of
Jazz and Chairman of Mo-
bilink Bank, stated: “Our com-
mitment of PKR 100 million
demonstrates the shared deter-
mination of Jazz, JazzCash,

and Mobilink Bank to stand
by the nation in times of crisis.
By leveraging the power of

lead the long-term rehabilita-
tion efforts by providing fi-
nancing solutions to restore

ties throughout Pakistan.
Jazz offered free on-net
and PTCL calls for all sub-

-

connectivity, digital financial
services, and sustainable bank-
ing, we aim to offer immediate
relief and practical assistance
to support families affected by
the floods.”

This program will priori-
tize the needs of women and
children through targeted in-
terventions focusing on health,
nutrition, and hygiene during
the crisis. Mobilink Bank will

livelihoods, revive local
economies, and enhance re-
silience against future chal-
lenges.

This integrated approach
positions Jazz, JazzCash, and
Mobilink Bank as leaders in
private-sector ~ disaster re-
sponse, ensuring both immedi-
ate humanitarian aid and
sustainable recovery strategies
for flood-affected communi-

scribers in flood-affected areas
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
and Punjab to help residents
stay connected with loved
ones, emergency responders,
and relief agencies during this

challenging time for the
province.
Severe rains and flash

floods have caused extensive
damage in districts such as
Buner, Swat, Shangla, Dir, and

Chitral, impacting roads,
homes, and essential infrastruc-
ture. By waiving call charges,
Jazz is enabling communities to
focus on recovery without fi-
nancial concerns. In addition,
Jazz has introduced free calls to
all networks and PTCL for cus-
tomers in flood-affected regions
of Punjab to assist residents in
staying connected with their
families, emergency services,
and relief organizations as the
province deals with significant
flooding and displacement.

Cities in Punjab, including
Narowal, Kartarpur, Sialkot,
Wazirabad, and Gujrat, even
Lahore some areas have been
severely affected by heavy rains
and river flooding, resulting in
damage to infrastructure,
homes, and livelihoods. By
eliminating call charges, Jazz is
supporting affected communi-
ties to prioritize safety and re-
covery over communication
expenses.s

Onic celebrates 2-year of redefining
Pakistan’s digital telecom experience

IIslamabad: Onic proudly
marks its second anniversary,
celebrating two years of trans-
forming Pakistan’s telecommu-
nications landscape through a

and access support entirely
through intuitive mobile and
web platforms. This frictionless
approach has set new standards
for telecom convenience in

fully digital, end-to-end cus-
tomer experience.

Since launch, Onic has
eliminated the need for physi-
cal interactions, enabling cus-

tomers to activate SIMs,
manage accounts, recharge,

Pakistan.

Hatem Bamatraf, President
and Group CEO, PTCL &
Ufone 4G, said:“Onic’s rapid
rise is a testament to our
Group’s vision to lead Pak-
istan’s digital transformation.

In just two years, Onic has re-
defined the mobile experience
with unmatched convenience,
transparency, and control, set-
ting a new benchmark for the
industry and inspiring the fu-
ture of telecom in Pakistan.”

Omer Bin Tariq, Country
Head - Onic Pakistan,
added:“As we celebrate this
milestone, I am humbled by
how far we've come in redefin-
ing telecom for Pakistan. In just
two years, we have built a best-
in-class app  experience,
achieved complete digital pay-
ment adoption, and proudly
served an entirely app-based
user base. This is only the be-
ginning, we will continue to
push boundaries, set new
benchmarks, and build a more
connected, digital future for the
country.”s

Ufone 4G comes to peo-
ple’s aid as cloudbursts,
flooding wreak havoc in KP

Islamabad: Ufone 4G has
stepped forward to support
communities affected by sud-
den cloudbursts and flash
floods that devastated multiple
cities and towns across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP). In a tragic
reminder of the growing im-
pacts of climate change, the
disaster has claimed more than
200 lives and caused wide-
spread destruction of public
and private infrastructure.

Recognizing the urgency of
search and rescue operations,
Ufone 4G has provided free
minutes to its users in the
worst-hit districts of Bajaur,
Buner, Battagram, and Batal
(Mansehra) to help them con-
nect with emergency services,
mobilize local resources, and

remain in touch with their
loved ones.

Past experiences have
shown that seamless commu-
nication is the cornerstone of
effective rescue and relief ef-
forts. Ufone 4G’s free call serv-
ices also played a vital role
during the 2022 floods, en-
abling rescue teams to save
lives, respond to medical emer-
gencies, and deliver food and
shelter to affected communi-
ties.

As part of PTCL Group's
broader CSR program, the ini-
tiative aims to enhance na-
tional resilience  against
climate-induced disasters by
ensuring uninterrupted com-
munication during emergen-
cies.m

TECNO joins hands with Alkhidmat Foundation to support
flood-affected families in Pakistan

Lahore: TECNO has
joined hands with Alkhidmat
Foundation to provide urgent
relief to families affected by the
recent floods in Pakistan. With
its message of hope, TECNO is
committed to stand with the
nation in its most difficult
times, proving that the brand’s
commitment goes far beyond
technology.

The devastating floods have
caused massive destruction
across the country, claiming
lives, injuring hundreds, and

leaving thousands without
food, shelter, and basic necessi-

N 3 = [} e
ties. To bring immediate relief,
TECNO, with the support of
Alkhidmat Foundation, has

TECNO

distributed food supplies and
essentials to 300 families, suffi-

o

“"‘“'-I”-"‘“”’

-

cient to support them for at
least 30 days.

This initiative reflects

TECNO’s long-term commit-
ment to supporting those in
need and spreading hope and
resilience throughout Pakistan.
The brand believes that every
Pakistani carries a spark of
courage and compassion — a
spark strong enough to over-
come even the toughest chal-
lenges.

Mr. Bruce, CEO of
TECNO, shared his thoughts at
this difficult time:“For us at
TECNO, being part of Pak-
istan means standing with our

people when they need it
most. We are humbled to bring
relief to families affected by
these devastating floods. This
is only the beginning, and
TECNO is committed to pro-
viding more support in the fu-
ture.”

Through this effort,
TECNO aims to inspire unity
and hope, reminding everyone
that the real spark lies in kind-
ness, resilience, and the collec-
tive strength of the Pakistani
people.m
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PTCL Group continues to achieve

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Com-
pany Limited (PTCL), the
leading telecom and ICT
services provider in the coun-
try, announced its financial
results for the first half of the
year ending on June 30,
2025, at a Board of Directors
meeting held in Islamabad.
PTCL Group reported a 16%
increase in revenue, solidify-
ing its position as the top in-
tegrated telecom services
provider in Pakistan.

The Group's revenue
grew by 16% year-on-year,
driven by strong performance
in fixed broadband, mobile
data, enterprise, and carrier
wholesale services. PTCL's
revenue increased by 12%
year-on-year, with significant
growth in Flash Fiber (62%)
and Business Solutions (15%)

double digit growth

compared to the same period
last year. The Carrier and
Wholesale business saw an
18% growth, while the inter-

enue, demonstrating re-
silience in both commercial
and operational aspects.
Ufone delivered a strong

ptd ‘ tfone T ‘ Uank

national segment also experi-
enced a 10% revenue increase
year-on-year. PTCL's operat-
ing profit reached Rs. 7.9 bil-
lion, a 38% increase over the
first half of 2024, but the
company reported a net loss
of Rs. 3.3 billion primarily
due to a one-off adjustment
of additional pension liabil-
ity as mandated by the
Supreme Court of Pakistan.
Ufone 4G achieved a 17%
year-on-year growth in rev-

EBIT of Rs. 7.6 billion, a sig-
nificant improvement from
Rs. 0.7 billion in the first half
of 2024. U Microfinance
Bank (Ubank) recorded a
25% year-on-year revenue
growth.

PTCL's Flash Fiber serv-
ice continued to drive rev-
enue growth, expanding its
FTTH footprint to provide
high-speed internet services
across the country. The in-
creasing subscriber base and

strong demand contributed
significantly to the revenue
growth in the first half of
2025.

PTCL's business services
segment maintained its lead-
ership in IP bandwidth,
Cloud, Data Center, and ICT
solutions, reinforcing Pak-
istan's position as a regional
connectivity hub.

During the first half of
2025, PTCL signed a signifi-
cant Trans-Pakistan connec-
tivity agreement with leading
Chinese operators, enhanc-
ing digital trade routes. Addi-
tionally, PTCL achieved a
milestone by executing wet
segment capacity sales from
Singapore to  Marseille
through submarine cable
partnerships, highlighting
Pakistan's growing role in
global digital infrastructure.=

HSHM and Bahauddin
BZU sign MoU to boost
hospitality education

Islamabad: Hashoo School
of Hospitality Management
(HSHM) has signed an MoU
with Bahauddin Zakariya Uni-
versity (BZU) Multan to for-
malize their collaboration for
hospitality education in South-
ern Punjab in near future. The
MoU signing ceremony was
held at Rumanza by Pearl-Con-
tinental, attended by senior
management from both organi-
zations including Brig Ahmad
Rizwan Ghumman, Adminis-
trator DHA, Multan.

Through this partnership,
students in Multan and across
Southern Punjab will have ac-
cess to a 4-year Degree program
in Hospitality and Tourism
Management. The program
shall include hands-on training
and internships and aligns with
global hospitality education

standards to prepare graduates
for rewarding careers in the rap-
idly growing tourism and hospi-
tality sector.

Haseeb A. Gardezi, Execu-
tive Director of Pearl-Continen-
tal Hotel, Lahore & Education
Division, Hashoo Group, said:
“We are delighted to bring pre-
mium hospitality education to
Southern Punjab in partnership
with BZU. This initiative aligns
with our vision of equipping
Pakistan’s youth with world-
class skills, practical learning ex-
periences, and offer career
opportunities in the hospitality
sector. Our successful campuses
in other cities have demon-
strated the transformative im-
pact of such programs, and we
are confident this collaboration
will open new horizons for the
region’s talent.” s

Zong, ENA partner to
launch loT-powered
smart energy solutions

Islamabad: Zong has entered
into a strategic partnership with
Energy & Automation Pvt Ltd

ENA) to intmdu(:f_:_an advanced

suite of IoT-powered Smart En-
ergy Management Solutions.

The collaboration marks a
significant step in Zong’s transfor-
mation beyond traditional tele-
com services toward a broader
role as a technology-driven service
provider, contributing to smarter
and more sustainable energy
management in Pakistan.

Zong's IoT-powered Smart
Energy Management Solution is

designed to help corporate
achieve cost savings, enhance op-
erational efficiency, and meet sus-
tainability goals. For the banking
industry in particular, the solution
enables real-time monitoring and
intelligent control of air condi-
tioning systems in branches and
ATM enclosures, ensuring opti-
mal performance, energy effi-
ciency, and uninterrupted
customer service,

The intelligent system offers
early fault detection to prevent
downtime and reduce power con-
sumption. For manufacturing,
hospitality, and public sector
clients, it provides real-time en-
ergy analytics, remote surveil-
lance, uptime tracking, and
automated temperature regula-
tion, improving comfort while
minimizing energy wastage.m

Mobilink Bank modernizes to latest cloud native
Temenos Core Banking with Systems Limited

Islamabad: Mobilink Bank
has successfully upgraded its
core banking system by transi-
tioning from Temenos’ R17 to
the R23 release of Temenos’
cloud-native core banking plat-
form. The upgrade reflects Mo-
bilink Bank’s ongoing
commitment to technological
innovation, operational excel-
lence, and customer-centric
digital transformation. The suc-
cessful transition was made
possible through strategic part-
nerships with Temenos, a
global leader in banking tech-
nology, and Systems Limited.

"This is a paradigm shift,"

said Haaris Mahmood Chaud-
hary, President & CEO, Mo-
bilink Bank. "By adopting the
latest cloud-native core banking
technology from Temenos, we
are laying the foundation for

in Pakistan. Our customers can

now enjoy faster, safer, and
more seamless services, while

we strengthen our position as a
frontrunner in financial inclu-
sion and digital innovation.”
Ammara Masood, GM
Global Industries, Banking &
Financial Services, Systems
Limited explained, “We are
proud to have led Mobilink
Bank’s core modernization
program, upgrading to the lat-
est Temenos Transact on OCI
using PCA-OKE. This new
digital core unifies banking ca-
pabilities, cloud, data, Al, and
security, enabling agility and
continuous reinvention for the
Bank. Leveraging our deep ex-
pertise and regulatory acceler-

ators, we've set a new bench-
mark for large-scale digital
transformations in the region.”

Aamir Ibrahim, CEQ, Jazz
highlighted, “Mobilink Bank’s
R23 transformation is a power-
ful example of how we are
building the next generation of
digital infrastructure in Pak-
istan. By combining world-class
technology with our deep com-
mitment to financial inclusion,
we are creating faster, safer, and
more accessible services for mil-
lions. This is more than a sys-
tem upgrade - its a step toward
a fully connected, cashless, and
inclusive economy.”s
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Jazz strongly re-
buts AGP report,
offers evidence of
full regulatory
compliance

Islamabad: Jazz  has
strongly rejected the observa-
tions made in the Auditor
General of Pakistan’s (AGP)
Telecommunication  Sector
Audit for 2024-25, reaffirming
that the company operates in
full compliance with Pakistan’s
regulatory framework.

All Jazz tariffs and services
are launched only after formal
approvals by PTA, in line with
clearly defined and transparent
processes. Jazz has submitted
detailed evidence of timely ap-
provals and mandated contri-
butions, underscoring its
lawful and transparent opera-
tions.

The company reassured its
valued customers that every
service offered is compliant, af-
fordable, and approved by the
regulator. Jazz remains com-
mitted to delivering fair and
trustworthy services to mil-
lions of Pakistanis.

This matter must be viewed
in the context of regulatory
facts, documented approvals,
and the institutional roles of
sector authorities.m

SBP unveils PRISM+
for digital payments

Karachi: SBP has rolled out
PRISM+, an upgraded Real-
Time Interbank Settlement Sys-
tem designed to strengthen the
country’s digital payment
ecosystem and support a more
inclusive financial economy.
The launch of PRISM+ is being
seen as a major step forward in
modernizing Pakistan’s finan-
cial market infrastructure. The
inauguration ceremony, hosted
at the National Institute of
Banking and Finance (NIBAF),
brought together banking
CEOQOs, heads of microfinance
institutions, representatives of
payment service providers, pay-
ment system operators, senior
SBP officials, and other key
stakeholders from the financial
sector.

Speaking at the event, SBP
Governor Jameel Ahmed em-
phasized that PRISM+ is closely
aligned with the central bank’s
Vision 2028, which focuses on
enhancing Pakistan’s digital fi-
nancial framework. With this
initiative, Pakistan has joined a
limited number of countries
adopting the ISO 20022 interna-
tional messaging standard, cov-
ering both retail and high-value
payment systems.

PRISM+ has been devel-
oped with modern technologi-
cal standards, offering multiple
new features such as structured
financial messaging, better in-
teroperability, and improved
transparency.m
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Jazz Business and Mechrevo join forces to power
Pakistan’s next wave of enterprise digitalization

Islamabad: Jazz Business,
Pakistan’s leading ICT solu-
tions provider, has entered into
an exclusive partnership with
Mechrevo, a global leader in
innovative I'T hardware, to de-
liver cutting-edge computing
solutions for enterprises and
institutions across Pakistan.
The agreement was formal-
ized at a signing ceremony be-
tween Umar Malik, Head of
B2B Devices and Partnerships
at Jazz Business, and Khur-
ram Shahzad Country Man-
ager, Mechrevo.

This first-of-its-kind initia-
tive in Pakistan’s telecom sec-
tor positions Jazz Business as
a pioneer in reselling and
bundling premium IT equip-
ment, including desktops, lap-
tops, all-in-one  devices,
accessories, and a complete
portfolio of enterprise-grade

hardware. Through this collab-
oration, organizations will
gain access to advanced tech-
nology infrastructure that en-
hances efficiency, accelerates

emony, Umar Malik said: “We
are proud to lead Pakistan’s
telecom sector by introducing
integrated IT hardware solu-
tions through our exclusive

technology  infrastructure,
driving efficiency and
growth.”

Adding to this, Khurram
Shahzad stated, “We are ex-

digital adoption, and supports
future-ready transformation.
Speaking at the signing cer-

collaboration with Mechrevo.
This initiative will empower
enterprises with advanced

cited to partner with Jazz
Business to bring our world-
class IT solutions to Pakistan.

Together, we aim to transform
the enterprise technology
landscape by enabling organi-
zations to seamlessly adopt fu-
ture-ready hardware.”

As part of the partnership,
Jazz Business will launch co-
branded go-to-market strate-
gies, bundled offerings, and
targeted adoption programs to
ensure widespread availability
and channel enablement. This
will include strengthening dis-
tribution and reseller networks

W to scale Mechrevo’s presence

nationwide.

With this collaboration,
Jazz Business reinforces its po-
sition as an end-to-end ICT
enabler by combining connec-
tivity, cloud, cybersecurity,
and now, premium IT hard-
ware, creating an integrated
ecosystem for enterprises to
thrive in the digital economy.m

PTCL Group and PPAF unite for clean water initiative in

Islamabad: In a major step
towards addressing Pakistan’s
water scarcity, PTCL Group
and Pakistan Poverty Allevia-
tion Fund (PPAF) have signed
an agreement to expand their
award-winning water project to
phase 2, which is set to benefit
around 200,000 people across
Southern Punjab and Thar.

Last year, the PTCL Group
installed water pumps in Thar
in collaboration with the Shifa
Foundation, transforming the
daily lives of around 15,000
people. The initiative was
recognied at the Dragons of
Pakistan Awards with the

“Best in Digital” award. Build-
ing on the momentum, this
time, the project goes beyond
water pumps, adding reverse
osmosis plants and rainwater
harvesting solutions, a step to-
wards lasting, sustainable relief

lnge= 5~ W

for water-stressed communi-
ties.

Speaking on the occasion,
Syed Atif Raza, Group Chief
Commercial Officer, PTCL &
Ufone 4G, said: “With PPAF,
we are taking a significant step

= B

Southern Punjab and Thar

forward in addressing one of
Pakistan's most urgent chal-
lenges. Access to clean water is
a basic human need, and with
this collaboration with PPAF,
PTCL Group is committed to
fulfilling this need of the under-
served communities with sus-
tainable water solutions.”
PPAF, CEQO, Nadir Gul
Barech, emphasised the signif-
icance of collaboration by stat-
ing, “Water is not just a
resource; it is life, health, and
opportunity. By joining hands

with PTCL Group, we are

demonstrating that when insti-
tutions unite with a purpose,

they can move mountains, or,
in this case, bring water to even
the most arid desert communi-
ties. Together, we are not just
meeting a basic need; we are
reshaping futures by giving
people the opportunity to think
beyond essentials for a more
prosperous tomorrow.”

For PTCL Group, true
progress comes from the heart
— Dil Se. This partnership be-
tween PTCL Group and PPAF
is an example of how institu-
tions, when united by purpose,
can drive lasting change to
build stronger communities
and safeguard their future.m

Topline issues a
report on the in-
creasing trend
of wheat and
sugar prices

Karachi: Topline Pakistan
Research has released a com-
mentary on the rising prices of
wheat and sugar, noting that
initial data points suggest op-
timism for the rural economy.
Wheat prices in Pakistan have
surged to a 19-week high of
Rs 710 per 10 kg, which trans-
lates to Rs 2,839 per 40 kg.
Some local market sources are
quoting prices between Rs
3,000 and Rs 3,050 per 40 kg.
This sharp recovery is ex-
pected to provide strong moti-
vation for farmers ahead of
the next sowing season. The
price rebound comes at a cru-
cial time, as farmer sentiment
had weakened due to de-
pressed returns during the pre-
vious crop cycle.m

Wafi Energy launches Shell next generation of fuels

Karachi: Wafi Energy Pak-
istan announced the launch of
the new and improved Shell V-

Power, marking a major mile-

long legacy of technical leader-
ship, the enhanced Shell V-
Power is a fuel designed with

cutting-edge technology to de-

fuel

in
innovation for Pakistan’s mo-
torists. With Shell’s century-

stone premium

liver more power and better en-
gine performance for our
customers.

This launch is a continua-
tion of Shell’s 78-year legacy
in Pakistan, a journey that
began in 1947 as Burmah
Shell. Over the decades, Shell
has played a foundational role
in shaping the country’s en-
ergy landscape — from power-
ing some of Pakistan’s first
major industries, to contribut-
ing to national infrastructure
projects. Shell has also pio-
neered innovations in Pak-
istan, including constructing
the country’s first retail station
using recycled plastic.m

DIRBS system upgrades to block unregistered mobile phones

Islamabad: PTA has up-
graded its Device Identification
Registration and Blocking Sys-
tem (DIRBS) to prevent the use
of unregistered mobile phones
in the country. As per PTA,
mobile phones that remain un-
registered with the FBR for du-
ties and taxes are not paid

within 60 days will be blocked
from network access.

As part of the upgrade, the
PTA has offloaded old IMEI
records of mobile devices. The
authority stated that this measure
aims to enhance the operational
efficiency and administrative ca-
pability of DIRBS.

The PTA added that the
system overhaul would assist
both the authority and mobile
network operators in managing
the platform more effectively.
The initiative is also expected to
encourage users to register their
devices by paying the applica-
ble FBR duties and taxes.=

CDC partners
with AKD Securi-
ties to integrate
RAAST Aggre-
gator for digital
transformation

Karachi: The Central De-
pository Company of Pakistan
(CDC) has onboarded AKD Se-
curities Limited to its RAAST
Aggregator Platform, enabling
investors to transfer funds in-
stantly and securely. This strate-
gic integration, implemented
with support from Microlinks
(Pvt.) Limited represents an-
other stride in CDC’s mission to
promote digitalization, trans-
parency, and efficiency across
Pakistan’s capital market.

The formal signing cere-
mony took place at CDC
House, where Mr. Badiuddin
Akber, Chief Executive Officer
of CDC, and Ms. Hina Junaid
Dhedhi, Chairperson of AKD
Securities, affixed their signa-
tures to the agreement. =
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Display 6.53" & 8.03"
Front Camera:20+20MP
Rear Camera:50+50+50MP
16GB+512GB
vivo X200 FE
Display 6.31"
Front 50MP
kol Rear Camera 50+50+8MP
6s00mar
RAM & ROM
1268451268
Charging ow
vivo V50 5G
Display 6.77"
Front 50MP

Camera

Rear Camera 50+50MP

-
RAM & ROM

12GB+256GB
12GB+512GB

Charging 90W FlashCharge

vivo X200 Pro

Front 32MP
Rear Camera 50+50+200MP
-
16GB+51268
vivo V50 Lite 5G
Front Camera:32MP

Rear Camera:50+8MP
6500mAh
RAM & ROM

12GB+256GB
90W FlashCharge

vivo Y29

Display

6.68"

Camera

Front Camera:8MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP

Battery 6500mAh
128GB

Memory 256GB

Charging 44w
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vivo Y19s Pro

Display 6.68"
Front Camera:5MP
amer Rear Camera:50+0.08MP
Battery 6000mAh
RAM & ROM
Me'mory 6GB+128GB
Charging 44W Fast Charge

vivo Y200

Display 6.67"
: Front Camera:32MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP
Battery 5000mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 8GB+256GB
8GB+128GB
Charging 80W FlashCharge

MEGA, »=s:

. 2. 4 .

SCREEN

Big Sound

Bluetooth Dailer
Torch Light
FM Radio

MeMOBILE

=  POWER

MEeMOBILE

T e
T e e

vivo Y19s

Display 6.68"

C Front Camera:5MP
SULZEN  Rear Camera:50+0.08MP

Battery 5500mAh
: RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB+128GB
6GB+128GB
Charging 15W Fast Charge
Display 6.74"

Front Camera:5MP
SEWEEN  Rear Camera:13+0.08MP

Battery 5500mAh
_ RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB+64GB
4GB+128GB
Charging 15W

—~LATrinuJnnN

MOBILE

Vall Vaall 1

2.4”

Big Display

mul Names

MEeMOBILE
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Realme 12 Realme 13+5G

Rs. 59,999 Rs. 89,999

Chipset: Qualcomm Snapdragon 685
CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex
-A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

Chipset: Dimensity 7300 Energy 5G
CPU: 4nm Process, Octa-core, Up
to 2.5GHz, GPU: Arm ® Mali-G615

6.67 Inches, 120Hz
OLED E Sports Display

6.7 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP, f/2.4, 24mm (wide}, MP, Main
: Dual Camera 50 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide)
, 1/1.67", PDAF+ 2 MP, f/2.4, (depth),

Front: 16 MP, Main: S0MP
Sony LYT-600 OIS Camera

5000 mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

5000 mAh ,
80W Ultra Charge

RAM 8GB ROM 256 GB RAM 12GB ROM 256GB

S25 SEED NOTE70
Brilliant Performance Dare To Live Life Out Loud

 (~——

"‘h—.:__'.l—. —— s

6.7" HD+ 128GB ROM | 50MP Triple Al| 5000mAh .| 128GBROM riple da Glass

Hole Punch Display 24GE* RAM 13MP Selfie Camera Battery Sunlic ay | 12GB* RAM e tion

NOKIA AVADVANCE

NOKIA
105+

& 1000 man Battery

Q 1.77 inch Display

Q 4 MB RAM

HVD

MAKERS OF NOKIA PHONES

aPX {© /[ ADVANCETELECOM & www.odvancetelecom.com.pk
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Contacts Capacity
4000 Entries

SMS Capacity
2000 Entries

Display Size
2.8 Inches

Speakers
Super Stereo

I(‘_ -
|\‘_Ava:!abr’e Now RS_ 3,800

=

PHILIPS
PHILIPS

FUN 101

SPECIFICATIONS

@ 2.0 inches
0.08MP

E| 1500mAh

8 PX @ /apvance

G'FIVE

SMART PHOME

SAVE UPTO

1000

CONTACTS

A ANC
AEpYes

CUSTOMIZEED

F )/ sLoTs

BATTERY

4000 =
sl A Touch of Class

in Your Palm

0 1245 MONTHS }

DISPLAY

- 2.8inches
SCREEN
AUTO s {
RECORDING @ i
= 4 b
( »
§ %)

BIGGEST MEMORY

32+64MB

SUPPORTED

WL CFIVEPAKISTAN.COM

VGO TEL

PHILIPS

CLASSIC DESIGN

LONG STANDBY 70DAYS

2.4" Big Screen
Real Camera

@ King Talker
(% [

Auto Call Recording

B Fast Type-C
. Cﬁ;rggee
3 Sims

3000mAh
=8 Long Standby 70 Days

RPP 4,899

= f @ /ADVANCE TELECOM & www.advancetelecom.com.pk

BATTERY POWER FAST DISPLAY POWERFUL

PROCESSOR SCREEN LIGHT

WINTE : § 2025 ‘

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

| 2025,/ 15t=7115




MYty ) J; UFE‘ »

ZENITH

XPAD
Feel. Enjoy. Together
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4GB + 128GB 8GB + 256GB

Samsung Galaxy A24
Rs. 72,999

'\
Chipset: Mediatek MT8781
) Helio G99 {6nm) CPU: Octa-core
rocessor (2 X 2.2 GHz Cortex-A76 +
6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)
. 6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED
DlsDIay Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: 13 MP, Main: Triple Camera
50 MP, f/1.8, (wide), PDAF, OIS
Camera +5 MP, /2.2, (ultrawide),
1/5" + 2 MP, /2.4, (macro)
] 5000mAh
] Battery (Li-Po Non removable),
\/[Slelelgl RAM 8GB  ROM 128GB

INfinix

SIMART 9

48-Month Guaranteed Joy

128GB ROM
4GB RAM

5000mAH | 8MP FRONT CAMERA
BATTERY | 13MP AF REAR CAMERA

ZTE Blade V60 Smart
Rs. 25,999

=l slelzisi=elg|  Chipset: UnisocT606, CPU: Octa-core

Display

6.6 HD+(1612*720), 90Hz, Hole

Camera Front: 8 MP, , Main: 50 MP

Battery

5000 mAh

RAM 8GB(4+4) ROM 128GB

Memory

HONOR Xéc

| Button Water & Dro

AI"-‘ A 5300mAh & 35W
COne-Click Access

p
Resistance | Eattery & Turbo Charging

Samsung Galaxy A15
Rs. 52,999

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G99
{6 nm), CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.2 Ghz
Cortex-A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.5 Inches, Super
AMOLED Touchscreen

Front: 13 MP, f/2.0, (wide)
Main: Triple Camera: 50 MP,
/1.8, (wide), AF + 5 MP, /2.2,
(ultrawide) + 2 MP, /2.4, (macro)

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

RAM 6GB
ROM 128GB
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VGO TEL

Embrace the

NEW YOL/

86812868 AL

- @ HELIO G91ULTRA

2.0 GHz. 12nm Processor
o], gRerenns

90Hz REFRESH RATE
.67 HD+ Punch Hole Display

|.com @ vgotelpk

Xiaomi Store

Authorined Reselier

Redmi 14C

Rounded Design Aesthetic
Glamour at your fingertips

Battery

B160mAh

Processor | Charging ‘

Helic G81-Ultra 18W Fast Charging

Display ‘

588" Dot Drop Display

Infinix Note 40

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G99
Ultimate, CPU: Octa-core (2x2.2
(GHz Cortex-A76 & 6x2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.78 Inches, AMOLED,
120Hz, 1300 nits (peak)

Front: 32 MP, , Main: Triple
108 MP, f/1.9, (wide), 1/1.52", PDAF
2 MP, f/2.4, 3rd unspecified camera

5000 mAh
(non removable)

500 RAMBGB  ROM 256GB

Xiaomi Store
Authorized Reselier

Redmi 13

Scene hai 13

Supports 33W Fast Charging

Rs. 32,299

'Standby | Up to 19 days

Mistore 44

VGO TEL

Get Set.

o P

Clel-p¥-21cl- 3 Rs.17,999

m 13MP
BMPs:

Chipset: Mediatek MT6769H
Helio G&8 (12nm), CPU: Octa-core
(2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A75
+ 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.78 Inches, IPS LCD,
90Hz, 500 nits (peak)

_ Front: 32 MP, Main: Triple Camera 50 MP,
ff1.6, {wide), AF +2 MP, /2.4,
{macro} + 0.08 MP, (auxiliary lens)

5000mAh
(Non removable)

VT RAMBGB  ROM 256GB
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO

6.78"AMOLED144Hz

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO PLUS

Front Camera: 8MP
Rear Camera: 50MP

8GB Ram+128GB ROM
(4GB+4GB Extended)

18W, Fast Charge

5000mAh

¥ Dicoloy 6.78’AMOLED144Hz
[T —
Front Camera:13MP T Front Camera:13MP
Rear Camera:50MP Rear Camera:50MP
RAM/ROM RAM/ROM
8GB+256GB 8GB+256GB
45W Fast Charging
45W : .
Fast Charging 30W Wireless Charging
5200 mAh 5200 mAh
TECNO SPARK 20C TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G
66" IPS LCD 6.78" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: 50MP

. 50MP (OIS) Sony IMX890
Rear: enor + soMp Uwezmp

12GB Ram+512GB ROM

amo I (]268*1263 exi'ended)
=y t,.ol_lll 70W, U"TG ChGrge
Bat I 2 || - 5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PREMIER 5G

678" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: 50MP

. 50MP Sony IMX890 (DIS)
Rear‘ +50 Jwme50 UW-I5P

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

70W, Ulira Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30

6.78" AMOLED 120Hz

Front: 50MP

W Rear: 50MP

12GB Ram+256GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh
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Import Data Smart Phones (Importer Wi
Iui-25
Imgarter Narme Wrand aky Amt
| FuTURE TECH apPLE 115 100,389
M/S BK TRADERS APPLE 8,578 2,701,735
ROCKIRS TRADING APPLE 84 86,308
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD APPLE 519 557,735
/S NEKALINK APPLE - -
SMART FLOW (PRIVATE] LIMITID APPLE - -
ENABUING SOLUTIONS [SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
CITI TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
IPHONE CITY APPLY - =
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVA TE) LIMITED APPLE - -
SMART SOLUTIONS APPLE - -
AL NAFEESA ENTERPRISES APPLE - ;
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
'GNEXT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 4,529
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE - -
ACTION MOBILE APPLL - -
MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE 538 390,342
SHOPME APPLE - -
DERIMOD ENTERPRISES APPLE 242 BB,AT2
MOBO MOBILE (PVT.} LIMITED APPLE - -
SMART TECHNOLOGIES — APPLE - -
LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN I APPLE 1,421 1,551,400
WAGAS MOBILLS APPLE 1,293 456,975
TAVSHA APPLE - -
NAYYAR - APPLE - -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 983 1,026,016
/5. C RIGHT MOBILE APPLE - -
TRADE BATCH INTERNA TIONAL APPLE - -
MY REHMANI TRADERS APPLE 275
‘GREEM ENTERPRISES _ APPLE
CORETECH __\ APPLE 487
$.A.0 COMMUNICA TION APPLL 14,436
USRA COMMUNICATION APPLE - -
PICK N SAVE APPLE - 5
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE 1,116 799,217
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS APPLE - -
HEAVEN TECHNOLDGIES APPLE 573 578,719
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE 1,053 437,731
UNITED TRADERS APPLE - -
&' FIVE MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED __ 1= GFIVE - -
NFOCOM GADGETS [PRIVATE) LIMITED _ CALME - -
FAYWA TRADING [PRIVATE] LIMITED EAYWA - - =
/5 BK TRADERS GOOGLE 1,261 126,048
SHOPME GOOGLE - 1 -
SICCOTEL TRADING GOOGLE - — - =
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION GOOGLE 1,657 146,505
SMART TECHNOLOGIES GOOGLE - -
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS GOOGLE - -
SMART SOLUTIONS GOOGLE - -
POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE] LIMITED HELLD TECH - -
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS. BLACKVIEW - 1 -
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED GO 1 70
A5, TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED - ALLCALL - -
UNITED COMMUNICATION (FVT.] LIMITED D CODE 5,000 281,339
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE] LIMITED b CODE 9,023 345,953
SWIFT BZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT A6 - =
PICK N SAVE DIGND - -
ALPHA ENETWORK (PRIVATE) LIMITED M-HORSE - -
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVA TE) LIMITED — MEZY - =
A5, TELECOM (PRIVATE] LIMITED ETEL - -
GOLDEN TECHNOLOGICS HONOR 19,000 _ 1,561,316
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES HONOR - -
INOVI TELECOM (FVT.) LIMITED. INFINIX 185,000 14,456,236
ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX - -
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED — INFINIX Z -
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX - -
TELECOM [PVT.) LIMITED 2 INFINIX - -
TWADBICELL J LIMITED TNFINIX - -
THAI TECNO ELECTRONICS || J LIMITED INFINTX 137,750 10,785,734
CARLCARL SURVICL (PVT.) LIMITID ITEL - -
TELECOM [PVT.J LIMITED ITEL & E60
TEC LMITED ITEL 83,000 3,445,771
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE] LIMITED ITiL - -
TECNO ELECTRONICS || E) LIMITED ITEL - -
ERVLINES ASSOCIATE DUKITEL = -
YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED kXD - -
SAQ MOTOROLA 510 15,836
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS. MOTOROLA -
TATTED - MOTORGLA - "
FORTLINE (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA - -
TEC E] IMITED . 3 NOKIA 7,500 277,500
TECNO PACK ELECTROMICS | TATTED NOKIA : -
SICCOTEL TRADING = NOKIA - -
UNITED NATION NOKIA - .
TEC i § LIMITED NOTHING - - -
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (| 1 UMITED NO NAME - -
PROPIL NO NAME E - -
ACTION MOBILE NO NAME - -
T LIMITED NO NAME - -
IDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS NO NAME - -
T, 1 NO NAME [ 2,400
[ ELECTR & 4 NO NAME - -
A5, TELECOM [ ATTED ~ NO NAME - -
AFURE TECH (PRIVATE] LIMITE = NO NAME - - -
EUROTEL TRADING NO NAME - -
PICK N SAVE - NO NAME - -
EXERT TECH [PRIVATE] UMITED OPPO 85,000 6,908,000
| IMPELTECH [PRIVATE) LWaTED OPPO ] - -
[ UNITED COMMUNICATION (PYTJLIMMITED - 0 MOBILE . B - -
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) UMITED REALME B 23,160 1,453,320
N MOBILE TECH [PRIVATE] LIMITED REALME - -
LOGISTICS PROPEL REALME | 14 3,060
W75 BK TRADERS WAMSUNG [ 4,655 1,112,260
SAMSUNG - -
SICCOTEL TRADING SAMSUNG - -
SMART GIES b SAMSUNG - -
SMART SOLUTIONS SAMSUNG - -
SHOPME » SAMSUNG - -
PICK N SAVE = AMSUNG - -
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION MAMSUNG 3,746 940,289
AL SYSTEMS SAMSUNG - -
| SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN [PRIVATE] LIMITED SAMSUNG - 54 40,860
‘GREEN ENTERPRISES SAMSUNG - -
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 171,679 27,033,931
SAHARA TRADERS SAMSUNG - -
EURDTEL TRADING - SAMSUNG - -
YOUNG TECH [PRIVATE] LIMITID B SO MOBILE - -
| AR UNK COMMUNICATION TD TECNO 35,000 1,922,956
SAHAA TRADERS TECKOD - -
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.] LIMITED ~ TECND - -
| TRANSEION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE] LIMITED TECNO 140,011 13,442,203
CORETECH TECND - -
SICCOTEL TRADING TECNO - -
g TECNOD - -
EZEE - ULEFONE - -
| CORSTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE] UIMITED ivo FTTYIT) 21121880
$5H TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTIL 20,005 1,078,213
TELECOM [PVT.] LIMITED T wviiaow 7 350
CARLCARE SERVICE [PVT.) LIMITED N TV YT - -
TNGVI TELECOM [PVT.] LIMITED VILLAON 12,000 335,863
EDGE WADNI - -
CORETECH HADNL - -
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED HAONMI - -
‘GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE [PRIVATE] LIMITED XiACHL - -
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES [PRIVATE) LIMITED AL © 2,100
OPTIMUS. _ HIADHAL - =
SELICT TECHNOLOGIES (| Jumitio HIADMI 200,080
ATION [FVT.] LIMITED X MOBILE - -
DEFLOY [PVT.) LIMITED 1 ® MOBILE - -
VERIDEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED . X MOBILE - -
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED ZEEKER - -
VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED ZTE - -
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED e - -
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED ZTE = -
APPLE 37,383 18,673.408
CALME - -
ALLCALL - =
MEIZU -
GFIVE - -
GOOGLE 2918 273488
OUKITEL -
FAYWA - -
ULEFONE - -
MELLO TECH -
SEGD 1 70
BLACKVIEW - -
D CODE 15,023 627,292
DIGIT 4G -
DIGNO - -
M-HORSE - -
T -
HONOR 15,000 1,561,316
TNFINIK 322,750 25,241,871
ITEL B3,006 3,446,431
) - -
Ty s10 15,836
NOKIA 7,500 277,500
MO NAME 8 2,400
GFPO 85,000 6,908,000
amMosiL - -
REALME 23,174 1,456,380
180,134 20,127,340
S0 MOBILE - -
TECND 178,011 15,365,158
vIVD 188,812 21,121,930
VILAGH 12,007 236,213
VGOTIL 20,005 1,078,213
K MOBILE - -
TAGMT 200,088 13,247,756
ICOKER - -
ITE
Total 138,760,667
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra i n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telacommunication Ll

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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X12Cinl
Smart Projector L1

Project And Play, Stunning Visuals.

| 120-Inch Ultra-Wide Screen
| Sealed & Dustproof
| 200 1SO Lumens

Xiaomil

Smart Projector L1 Pro

_Rs<109,999

Project And Play, Stunning Visuals.

| High-Efficiency Heat Dissipation
| Sealed & Dustproof
| 200 ISO Lumens
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