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Policy gap jeopardising
mobile phone exports,
investment and digital

The delay in announcing the
new mobile phone device ‘
policy by the goverament of

Pakistan is jeopardising the Made

in Pakistan vision, causing

uncertainty among local handser
manufacturers and haleing

investments. Visionary leaders like
Muzaflar Piracha and Aamir Allahwala have
expressed optimism that Pakistan can compete
globally in high-tech manufacturing with stable policies.
The mobile phone industty aims (o generate 35 billion in exports,
create 150,000
attract $300 million in
and up-to-date handsers
Investors face uncertainty due to inconsistent duties, delays in import LCs, and the lack of

\Q

hillion in foreign exchange annually, and
ot investments to provide affordable, reliable,
nded interner access,

localisation roadmaps. Exports remain below $60 million annually, far short of the set 83
billion target, Pakistan continues to import high-value components such as PCBs, baneries,
and sensors, which hampers local value addition.
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Pakistan moves
to become
maritime
power

Shipping and ports are described as the “backbone” and “lifeline”
of a nation’s prosperity, playing a vital role in international trade,
economic growth, and job creation. Sea transport accounts for over 80%
of global trade volume, highlighting the essential role of a well-operating
maritime sector for modern economies. Ports contribute significantly to

overnment revenue thro taxes, customs duties, and fees, which can
e used for public services and infrastructure projects.

Inline with this, Pakistan plans to establish three new ports and expand
the Pakistan National Shipping Corporation (PNSC) fleet. It is a mega
project which includes the establishment of a comprehensive maritime
mdustrial complex at Port Qasim, integrating advanced shipbuilding,
ship recycling, and green teclmolot%ly. The implementation of artificial
intelligence (AI) technology at the port will streamline container
handling processes, reducing turnaround times. Furthermore, upgrades
are planned for the Pakistan Maritime Academy, and initiatives will be
launched to promote the Blue Economy, attracting foreign investments in
Pakistan’s marine sector. Work has commenced on the Gaddani project
with a budget of PKR 12 billion to upgrade ship recydjn%) facilities
along the Balochistan coast. An education fund has been established to
support the education of children from port communities, ensuring they
benefit directly from the economic opportunities arising from maritime
development. The heartening feature of this initiative is the target set by
Pakistan to become a maritime power both for defence and economy
in the region. This indeed is a major step to maximum use of maritime
facilities, which has become pivotal for defence and economic purposes
in the modern world. Modernisation of maritime infrastructure is
belated, yet it highlights the country’s economic growth that needs a
structure and mechanism at par with global standards.

During the launch of Pakistan Maritime Week 2025 at Karachi
Port Trust (KPT), Federal Minister for Maritime Authority, Junaid
Chaudhry, emphasised the strategic significance of Pakistan’s location,
coastline, and port infrastructure in driving maritime-led economic
growth and innovation. The long-term vision aims to position Pakistan
as a key player in the global blue economy while enhancing maritime
independence and sustainability.

A five-pillar strategy has been outlined for the sector’s advancement,
focusing on expanding port capacity, modernising the shipping fleet,
developing shipbuilding and recycling facilities, promoting green
maritime technology, and investing in human resource development.
Minister Chaudhry emphasised that this plan is not just for the present
but a commitment to maritime excellence for the next century.

The Pakistan Navy is set to commission its first Chinese-designed
submarine next year, a significant advancement in its defence cooperation
with Bejjing. The move strengthens China’s increasing military
influence in the region and enhances Pakistan’s naval capabilities in the
North Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean. The Federal Minister has
also announced plans for the Pakistan National Shipping Corporation
(PNSC) to increase its fleet to 30 ships within a year and 60 ships within
three years, with the goal of reducing the country’s annual $5 billion sea
freight expenditure by enhancing maritime logistics self-sufficiency.

Recognising Pakistan’s strategic location at the intersection of major
global trade routes, the Minister emphasised the need for the country to
leverage its geography to become a maritime power in the region.

Maritime transport in the context of economic well-being has been
recognised as the most efficient and cost-effective way to carry large
quantities of goods over long distances, making products more accessible
for consumers and businesses. Ports attract investment and stimulate the
development of surrounding infrastructure, such as roads, railways, and
industrial parks. Many industries establish factories and headquarters
near ports to minimise transportation costs and optimise supply chains.

In this context, the decision to revamp and upgrade seawater routes
and build another three state-of-the-art ports equipped with highly
modern facilities is sure to go a long way to promote trade and make
Pakistan a big attraction for foreign investments.
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Discrepancy between public and
private health care services

I would like to bring to the attention of the Chief Minister
of Punjab, Maryam Nawaz and the relevant authorities that
I recently visited Fatima Dental Hospital in Jubilee Town,
Lahore, for dental treatment. After examining my teeth and
conducting an X-ray, the dentist on duty told me that four
of my major teeth, crucial for chewing food, were severely
damaged and needed to be removed. I expressed my concern
to the dentist about how I would be able to eat without these
teeth and asked if there was any way to save them. However, I
was told that removal of the affected teeth was the only option.
Seeking a second opinion, I consulted the Medical
Superintendent who confirmed the initial assessment. I then
sought the advice of a private dentist who, after reviewing the
X-ray and details of my case, assured me that all my teeth
were salvageable and offered to treat each tooth for Rs 10,000
with a guarantee of success. This stark contrast in opinions and
treatment options highlights the discrepancy between public
and private dental care services. This reveals the lack of the
necessary skill and knowledge to reach the correct diagnosis
at public hospitals, where doctors are paid handsomely.

T urge the authorities to investigate this matter and address my
concerns promptly.

Azher Javaid, Lahore

Foreign investment

Pakistan’s capital market has the potential to attract significant
foreign investment. Yet, inconsistent policies and a lack of
transparency are discouraging investors from putting their
money in the business in this country. Global investors require
stability, explicit taxation, and strict enforcement of rules —
factors often missing in our system.

By ensuring political stability, protecting investors’ rights,
and offering tax incentives, Pakistan can create a favourable
environment for foreign funds. Encouraging international
participation would not only increase liquidity but also
improve Pakistan’s global image in financial markets.
Foreign investment in the capital market is not just about
money; it is about confidence in Pakistan’s economy. A strong
and reliable capital market can serve as a foundation for
sustainable national growth.

Muhammad Nabeel Haider, Islamabad

Biodegradation as a key solution to
combat the plastic crisis

Given the extensive damage caused by plastic pollution, it is
crucial to acknowledge the importance of biodegradation as
a key solution to combat this crisis. Biodegradation involves
using microorganisms, such as bacteria and fungi, to break
down petroleum-based plastics in a way that allows them to
degrade naturally in the environment.

These microbial strains are commonly found in environments
where plastic waste is disposed of, such as landfills. With
Pakistan facing challenges of overflowing landfills, prioritising
biodegradation as a viable solution is essential.

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

Pakistan, with its abundance of plastic waste, harbours
microbial strains capable of decomposing plastic. Through
my personal research, I have isolated and identified various
bacterial and fungal strains with potential for biodegradation.
Optimising this process could be applied in industrial settings
to degrade synthetic plastics, similar to how biological systems
treat industrial wastewater.

Saman Aftab, Lahore

Al threats to women

The fast spread of Al-generated photos poses serious risks
to societies like ours, where women already face multiple
challenges to progress and become financially independent
due to cultural and social barriers. In Pakistan, a single
manipulated image is enough to tarnish a woman’s reputation,
limit her educational or professional opportunities, and even
endanger her safety. These harms are not abstract; they directly
obstruct the little gains women have made in public life. The
next honour killings may be because of Al-generated images.
Al, therefore, 1s not merely a technological challenge but a
governance issue. Just as states regulate health, education,
or media, they must now regulate artificial intelligence to
safeguard citizens and their rights. Without transparent laws,
effective governance, ethical oversight, and accountability,
Al will deepen gender inequalities in which women would
be the victims. Responsible governance can ensure Al is used
to empower women — through education, healthcare, and
entrepreneurship — rather than to control or stigmatise them.
The trend of Al-generated images is becoming increasingly
dangerous. Pakistan cannot afford to treat Al governance as a
luxury; it 1s a necessity for protecting social trust and human
dignity. In this digital era, the credibility of women and the
integrity of society depend on whether Al is governed wisely
and justly.

Zainab Sania, Lakki Marwat

Price control irony

From time to time, price control authorities proudly raid retail
grocery shops, issue challans, and seal businesses — as if
retailers alone are responsible for inflation. Meanwhile, the
actual profiteering is going on in wholesale markets, which
remains unnoticed. The irony could not be greater.

To give just one example: the official retail rate of flour is
fixed at Rs 94 per kg, while the actual market purchase price
1s Rs 105. Similarly, sugar is listed at Rs 177 per kg, yet in the
wholesale market, it 1s available at least at Rs 182 per kg. Are
retailers expected to pull rabbits out of hats to sell goods at
prices lower than their purchase rates? Or do they need to set
up minting machines to cover the difference?

This 1s not price control — it is economic torture. Instead
of addressing the root causes in wholesale markets, the
authorities prefer the easy route of humiliating shopkeepers
and showcasing challans as “proof” of action. But the public
deserves genuine relief, not theatrics.

If the government truly wishes to control inflation, it must
first regulate wholesale markets, where prices are actually set.
Until then, these raids will remain little more than a comedy
staged at the expense of grocery retailers, who are caught
between unrealistic official lists and brutal market realities.

Ahsan Ul Haque, Karachi

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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t is encouraging that most OICCI members see

Pakistan as a promising investment destination

across various sectors. However, in recent years,

several multinational corporations have re-
duced their presence or completely exited Pakistan.
For instance, Gillette Pakistan Limited, a subsidiary
of Procter & Gamble (P&G), has decided to cease
operations as part of a global restructuring effort.
This aligns with a broader trend where multinational
firms such as Shell, Pfizer, Careem, Microsoft, and
Telenor have scaled back their investments in Paki-
stan due to regulatory hurdles and challenging mar-
ket conditions.

In response to these difficulties, many leading
companies have opted for mergers to secure their
survival. Notable examples include Sapphire Fibres
merging with Reliance Cotton Spinning Mills; TPL
Corp endorsing VEON’s acquisition of TPL Insur-
ance; and Global Haly Development merging into
Bank Makramah. Furthermore, Asyad Holding ac-
quired a majority stake in Shell Pakistan, Alfalah
Asset Management took over fund management re-
sponsibilities from Faysal Asset Management; and
Bazaar Technologies acquired Wemsol in the e-com-
merce sector. Additionally, Italy’s Euricom SPA ac-
quired a 50% stake in Fatima Euricom Rice Mill.

Against this backdrop, the OICCI has published
its biennial Perception and Investment Survey 2025,
revealing a cautiously optimistic outlook from for-
eign investors regarding Pakistan’s business environ-
ment.

The survey finds that 73 percent of OICCI mem-
bers recommend Pakistan as a viable destination for
foreign direct investment (FDI), up from 61 percent
in 2023. This shift reflects improved macroeconomic
stability, with inflation decreasing from 37 percent in
mid-2023 to 4 percent by July 2025, a relatively sta-
ble rupee, and upgraded international credit ratings.

Other key insights highlight Pakistan’s improved
regional standing in investment potential compared
to 2023, outperforming several peers, including Ban-
gladesh, Vietnam, and the Philippines. Interest from
parent companies has increased, with 35 percent of
respondents indicating their headquarters now con-
sider Pakistan a priority for new FDI, up from 24
percent in 2023.

Commenting on the OICCI Perception Survey
2025, President Yousaf Hussain stated: “The notable
upward shift in investor sentiment demonstrates that
economic stability and policy coordination are be-
ginning to yield results. Initiatives like the SIFC have
provided a structured mechanism for investment
facilitation and inter-governmental alignment. Go-
ing forward, deeper private-sector engagement and
reforms in taxation and regulatory efficiency will be
crucial to maintaining this momentum.”

Investor perception of business risk has im-
proved, changing from predominantly high risk to
a medium risk outlook, reflecting better macroeco-
nomic management and stability. Nonetheless, the
survey indicates that structural bottlenecks still limit
Pakistan’s investment capacity. Among the major
concerns, 57 percent of respondents expressed dis-
satisfaction with federal-provincial coordination.

According to the survey, 96 percent reported
higher energy costs, 95 percent faced increased wage
expenses, and 91 percent

Free download: flare.pk

FLARE REPORT

ECONOMY |

OICCI declares
Pakistan as a

promising investment
destination despite
global firms exiting

The Overseas Investors Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (OICCI), the largest body of more than 200
leading foreign investors in Pakistan, has released
its biennial Perception and Investment Survey 2025,
revealing a cautiously optimistic outlook from foreign
investors on Pakistan’s business and investment climate

with improvements in macroeconomic indicators,
including inflation stability, exchange rate manage-
ment, and capital market performance.

OICCI members also recommended improve-
ments to Pakistan’s digital infrastructure and regu-
latory framework, emphasising the importance of
a skilled workforce and a comprehensive, sector-fo-

cited rising raw materi-
al costs. Over 80 percent
expressed concern over
delayed tax refunds, often

to process. Moreover, over
half noted that resolving
commercial disputes can
take more than five years,
underscoring the need for
judicial reform and more

P&G has decided to cease its
business activities in Pakistan.
'This decision is in line with the
taking more than two years trend of multinational companies
such as Shell, Pfizer, Careem,
Microsoft, and Telenor have
scaled back their presence in

Pakistan due to regulatory

cused investment policy.
They particularly highlight-
ed the need to develop non-
IT industries to diversify
growth.

Enhancing  Pakistan’s
global image was deemed
essential for attracting long-
term FDI. Regarding in-
ternational perception, 82
percent of respondents said
negative foreign coverage

efficient dispute resolution. challenges and market conditions continues to influence in-

Members’ outlook on
Pakistan’s economic prospects has significantly im-
proved since 2023. When asked about sector-specif-
ic expectations over the next two to three years, 58
percent of respondents now anticipate global eco-
nomic growth, a notable increase from 40 percent in
the previous survey. This positive outlook correlates

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

vestment decisions, point-

ing to the necessity for a proactive communication

strategy to showcase Pakistan’s economic recovery
and reform efforts globally.

The survey advocates broadening the tax base,

maintaining policy consistency, improving coordina-

tion between federal and provincial authorities, and

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

strengthening intellectual property rights enforce-
ment to bolster investor confidence and attract sus-
tained FDI.

Foreign investors identified IT and digital ser-
vices, renewable energy, agriculture, pharmaceuti-
cals, and export-oriented manufacturing as the most
promising sectors for future investment. However,
operational hurdles such as rising taxes, inconsis-
tent policies, elevated energy costs, and enforcement
challenges remain, impacting competitiveness.

In conclusion, CEO and Secretary General M.
Abdul Aleem noted: “While investor confidence
has improved, the survey also highlights key areas
requiring urgent attention, including high business
costs, complex taxation, and delays in contract en-
forcement. Members recommend harmonising tax
policies, simplifying regulations, and strengthening
institutional capacity to translate optimism into ac-
tual FDI inflows.”

The findings of the OICCI Perception and In-
vestment Survey 2025 demonstrate that, although
ongoing reforms have stabilised the economy, Paki-
stan’s ability to convert this improved sentiment into
consistent investment will depend on their sustained
implementation and long-term commitment. More
than half of the OICCI members participated in the
survey.
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Inapﬁropriate prescriptions and
unethical marketin? practices in
the pharmaceutical sector result
in a loss of Rs 50 billion to the
national exchequer
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Pakistan’s treasury is losing up to Rs. 50 billion annually due to non-evidence-based
prescriptions and unethical marketing practices in the pharmaceutical sector. These
practices are draining the country’s healthcare system, fueling antimicrobial resistance

(AMR), and undermining global confidence in local medicines

ederal Minister for National Health Services,

Regulations, and Coordination Syed Musta-

fa Kamal announced that the government

plans to increase the export of pharmaceuti-
cal equipment and medicines from the current volume
of around $1 billion to $30 billion in the coming years.
He stated this during a ceremony at the inauguration
of the three-day ‘22nd Health Asia-2025 Exhibition &
Conferences’ at the Expo Centre.

Mr Kamal emphasised that the government’s goal
is to increase Pakistan’s pharmaceutical, pharmaceu-
tical equipment, and medicine exports to $30 billion.
He highlighted the significance of the exhibition,
which saw participation from delegates and compa-
nies from over 50 countries, as a milestone in Paki-
stan’s economic history. The Minister noted that Paki-
stan’s health sector is making strides in innovation and
addressing new challenges.

Pakistan’s treasury is losing up to Rs. 50 billion
annually due to non-evidence-based prescriptions and
unethical marketing practices in the pharmaceutical
sector. These practices are depleting the country’s
healthcare system, fueling antimicrobial resistance
(AMR), and compromising global confidence in local
medicines. Speaking at the Health Asia 2025 Con-
ference in Karachi, Chief Executive Officer (CEQ)
of Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP)
Dr Obaidullah highlighted that more than half of all
medicines sold worldwide are either misprescribed or
wrongly promoted. In Pakistan, irrational drug use
accounts for nearly one-quarter of the national health
budget.

Dr. Obaidullah warned that unethical drug pro-
motion and antibiotic misuse are major drivers of
AMR, leading to over 700,000 deaths annually in Pa-
kistan. He emphasised the importance of ethical mar-
keting practices to combat these issues and safeguard
public health. The DRAP chief stressed the need for
responsible marketing to ensure transparency and fos-
ter trust within the pharmaceutical industry. He un-
derscored the role of ethical compliance in accessing
global regulated markets and supporting long-term
business growth.

PharmEvo CEO Syed Jamshed Ahmed echoed
the importance of ethical marketing in the pharma-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

ceutical industry, emphasising the focus on patients’
needs rather than sales targets. He pointed out that
ethical practices can boost sales and brand value while
ensuring patient safety.

Health Asia organiser Prof. Dr. Zakiuddin Ahmed
aimed to position Health Asia as the ‘Arab Health of
Pakistan’ by encouraging dialogue on innovation and
patient care. The event acts as a platform for collab-
oration, solutions, and advancements in healthcare.
The session at the Health Asia International Exhibi-
tion and Conferences focused on the industry’s shift
towards responsible practices to enhance Pakistan’s
pharmaceutical credibility globally. The event seeks to
elevate Pakistan’s medical industry profile and attract
investment in healthcare technology and pharmaceu-
tical manufacturing.

Pakistan’s healthcare system today faces signif-
icant pressure. Public spending remains below one
percent of GDP, and the government aims to use this
strategic forum to introduce global medical technol-
ogy, expand pharmaceutical manufacturing, and in-
crease exports.

Pakistan’s healthcare system today
is facing a significant strain. Public
spending remains below one per-
cent of GDP, and the government
hopes to use the strategic forum to
bring in global medical technology,
expand pharmaceutical manufac-
turing, and boost exports

It also hosted over 25 academic conferences and
CME-accredited workshops covering digital health,
pharmaceutical marketing, future hospitals, and med-
ical device development.

Six Iranian companies participated in the 22nd
Health Asia International Exhibition and Confer-
ence. The Iran pavilion showcased the country’s
achievements in infertility treatment, medical and
therapeutic kits, laparoscopy, and the pharmaceutical
industry. Members of the Iranian delegation, led by
Morad Nemati-Zargaran, Iran’s commercial attaché
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in Pakistan, met with Muhammad Ubaidullah Malik,
CEO of the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan,
on the sidelines of the exhibition, to discuss avenues
for cooperation.

Health Asia International Exhibition and Confer-
ence is the largest annual event in Pakistan’s health
and medical industry. The exhibition displays a broad
range of medical equipment, surgical instruments,
disposables, hospital supplies, dental instruments
and equipment, pharmaceutical products, hospital
furniture, diagnostic apparatus, and laboratory sup-
plies. The issue of medicine and medical equipment
production and self-sufficiency remains a government
priority, said Health Minister Mohammad-Reza Za-
fargandi in March. He said, “Medicine and medical
equipment are two critical areas related to public
health,” adding, “We are striving for self-sufficiency
in the supply of medicine and medical equipment,” as
reported by IRNA.

In 2024, Iran’s Union of Medical Equipment
Manufacturers and Exporters announced that med-
ical equipment worth approximately $20 million is
exported to over 60 countries annually.

Furthermore, over 95 percent of specialised ICU
and CCU beds and more than 85 percent of operating
room equipment, including anaesthesia machines, are
manufactured using advanced technology in Iran, he
added. Yaqoubzadeh noted that Iran’s annual medical
equipment demand is around three to four billion dol-
lars, with about one billion dollars currently imported.

Approximately 600 medical equipment compa-
nies operate within the country, producing around 99
percent of the medicines supplied domestically.

These manufacturers produce and supply over
10,000 types of medical equipment for local and inter-
national markets. Many laboratory devices are now
manufactured at prices significantly lower than in for-
eign markets products.

Ahmad Moslemi, a health ministry official, said
that with 50 percent of medical devices being domes-
tically manufactured, Iran holds the first place in West
Asia for producing medical equipment both in terms
of quantity and diversity, so that Iranian-made medi-
cal devices worth around $50 million are exported to
40 countries annually.
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Confidence in
Pakistan economy
boosts as Japan
invests in Reko Diq
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":

The mult-billion-dollar Reko Diq projectin Balochistan has
created a new international interest, with Japan showing
willingness to become a part of it. This development
was discussed during a recent meeting of the Economic
Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet, which
approved financing for Phase 1 of the project

eko Diq has become a symbol of inter-

national cooperation, representing Pa-

kistan’s foray into advanced technology,

killed employment, and increased glob-
al investment. The recent deal with Japanese firms
for the Reko Diq copper-gold project marks a signif-
icant milestone in Pakistan’s mineral development,
introducing a new economic engagement model
focused on technology transfer, job creation, and
long-term capacity-building.

The multi-billion-dollar Reko Diq project in
Balochistan has created new international interest,
with Japan showing willingness to become a part of
it. This development was discussed during a recent
meeting of the Economic Coordination Committee
(ECC) of the Cabinet, which approved financing
for Phase 1 of the project. The revised cost has in-
creased by 14 percent, from $6.765 billion to $7.723
billion. The Petroleum Division has been asked to
seek fresh ECC approval in case of any deviations
from the approved financing arrangements.

A summary presented to the ECC sought input
from various stakeholders, including the Finance
Division, Ministry of Law & Justice, Attorney
General’s Office, State Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
and the Government of Balochistan. The Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) was also consulted, except
for their response on Clause 2.2 (Tax Gross-up) of
the draft Government of Pakistan Guarantee Deed.
The financing, amounting to $3.5 billion, focuses
on health, safety, environment, and community
welfare, and is being arranged directly by lenders
and creditors.

The representative of Barrick Gold highlighted
the strategic importance of the project and provid-
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ed details on the financial close of the $3.5 billion
component. The equity portion of $900 million is
evenly split between sponsors and financiers, with
State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs) expected to repa-
triate funds through PMPL over seven years to ful-
fil their commitment. Some Japanese entities have
shown interest in participating in the project, and
the Finance Division has supported the proposal
regarding it. The project involves two types of guar-
antees: a sovereign guarantee from the Government
of Pakistan and a guarantee from the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) covering MMRL equity.

The ECC noted that the SBP had yet to respond
to certain points raised by the Petroleum Division
and directed further engagement with relevant
stakeholders to address taxation-related issues.

The $440 million deal with
Komatsu represents a break-
through in Pakistan’s economic
diplomacy, showcasing confi-
dence in the country’s regulatory
environment and commitment to
transparent foreign investment

Finance Minister and ECC Chair Senator Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb acknowledged the transforma-
tive potential of the project for Balochistan’s econo-
my and Pakistan as a whole.

The ECC formally approved the revised estimate
for Phase-1 and instructed the Petroleum Division
to continue consultations with key stakeholders.
Any material changes will require resubmission to
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the ECC for approval.

Earlier, Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali Per-
vaiz Malik welcomed the Japan Bank for Interna-
tional Cooperation (JBIC), which expressed inter-
est in the Reko Diq mining project, emphasising
its significance for bilateral ties in the mining and
energy sectors.

The meeting between Minister Malik and the
JBIC delegation highlighted Japan’s confidence in
Pakistan’s economic potential and the government’s
commitment to developing the mining sector. The
partnership between Komatsu and Pakistan goes
beyond equipment delivery and maintenance, with
the establishment of Komatsu Pakistan Mining
Limited, focusing on vocational training, technical
skill-building, and youth employment. This initia-
tive aims to uplift the youth and transition towards
high-skilled, high-wage employment in Pakistan’s
extractive industry.

Reko Diq, once hit by disputes, has transformed
into a strategic joint venture involving Barrick
Gold, the government of Pakistan, and the Ba-
lochistan provincial government. With commercial
production expected by 2028, the project is poised
to become one of the world’s largest undeveloped
copper-gold mines, offering significant benefits in
exports, revenue, and regional development.

The Komatsu-Pakistan partnership signifies a
shift towards global operational standards in the
mining sector, integrating cutting-edge equipment
and fostering local training and vocational develop-
ment.

Komatsu Pakistan Mining Limited will serve as
a hub for technical skill-building, laying the founda-
tion for a skilled industrial workforce in Pakistan.
Japan'’s strategic interest in South and Central Asia
is reflected in its partnership with Pakistan on infra-
structure and resource development, contributing
to regional stability and economic interdependence,
aligning with Pakistan’s mineral policy and sustain-
able development vision, promoting responsible,
high-tech industrial growth and attracting high-val-
ue foreign investment.

The $440 million deal with Komatsu represents
a breakthrough in Pakistan’s economic diplomacy,
showcasing confidence in the country’s regulatory
environment and commitment to transparent for-
eign investment. This partnership underscores Pa-
kistan’s shift towards sustainable development and
responsible resource management, positioning the
country as an attractive destination for global min-
ing and energy projects.

State broadcaster reported the country had se-
cured $6 billion in international funding for the
Reko Diq copper and gold mines in the country’s
restive province, Balochistan, a project officials de-
scribe as an economic lifeline but one dogged by
security challenges. Reko Diq is among the world’s
biggest untapped deposits of copper and gold. The
project is expected to generate approximately $74
billion in free cash flow over the next 37 years.

Long stalled by legal disputes and political
wrangling, the project was revived after a 2022 set-
tlement with Canada’s Barrick Gold. Islamabad
has since touted the mine as a potential driver of
growth and foreign exchange earnings in an econ-
omy heavily burdened by debt and reliant on IMF
support.

The United States, Saudi Arabia, Japan and
other international financial institutions have an-
nounced funding of six billion dollars for the Reko
Diq project. Out of the total six billion dollars in
funding, 1.5 billion dollars have already been ap-
proved by the Asian Development Bank and the
‘World Bank.

‘While the funding marks a breakthrough for
Pakistan’s mining sector and overall economic de-
velopment, the project’s location underscores the
security and political challenges.

Balochistan, which borders Iran and Afghani-
stan, has for decades faced a separatist insurgency.
Armed groups have repeatedly attacked govern-
ment facilities, the military, and infrastructure tied
to foreign investment, including Chinese projects
under the multi-billion-dollar China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor.
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Airlink;s 12th AGM highlights the

pany’'s advancements and

dedication to expansion

— —

The meeting was led by Aslam ayt Piracha, the Chairman of Airlink Climunlcaon,

with CEO Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha and team members in attendance. During the 12th
AGM, the company’s accomplishments and expansion were emphasized

he 12th Annual General Meeting (AGM)

was a significant event for Airlink Com-

munication, showcasing the company’s

progress and commitment to growth and
shareholder confidence. The meeting was chaired
by Aslam Hayat Piracha, Chairman of Airlink
Communication, and attended by CEOQ Muzzaf-
far Hayat Piracha and team members. Airlink
Communication has demonstrated impressive
growth since its inception. Starting as a distrib-
utor, Airlink built a strong nationwide network,
becoming a trusted partner for top international
brands. This success led to vertical integration
into manufacturing, with local facilities produc-
ing Xiaomi smartphones, Smart TVs, and Tecno
smartphones, contributing to Pakistan’s global
technology value chain and supporting the “Made

in Pakistan” vision. In addition to its manufac-
turing capabilities, Airlink has ventured into re-
tail with flagship stores and brand outlets offering
consumers easy access to top-quality technology
products such as smartphones, smart TVs, wear-
ables, home appliances, and accessories.

Airlink plans to launch Pakistan’s first Apple
retail store by the end of 2025, as disclosed in a

Apple products, including iPhones, iPads, Mac-
Books, and Apple Watches, where a Xiaomi retail
outlet has already been established at the Dolmen
Mall in Lahore. Airlink was selected as a premi-
um partner to expand Apple’s retail presence and
enhance product availability nationwide, aiming

Airlink plans to open Pakistan’s

first Apple retail store by the end

of 2025, joining the Xiaomi store

already operating at the Dolmen
Mall in Lahore

to provide Pakistani customers with easier access
to authentic Apple products through structured
retail channels.

o

211l
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The Apple store will offer a wide range of
products, catering to both premium and popular
devices, making Apple’s offerings more acces-
sible across the country. Customers can expect
official warranties and after-sales services, en-
hancing their overall experience. Airlink an-
ticipates that the store will attract tech enthu-
siasts and general consumers, contributing to

Apple’s presence in Pakistan’s evolving technology
market.

corporate briefing with Topline Securities. This
initiative will offer a comprehensive selection of
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PTCL Group posts 15 %
revenue growth while

retaining as best telecom
service provider

e |

approved the acquisition of Telenor Pakistan by PTCL in
Phase II, marking a significant step in the consolidation
of the telecom sector. This approval strengthens PTCL
Group’s position in the industry, enhancing connectivity,
expandingdigitalaccess,andsupportingthe Government’s
vision of a digitally empowered Pakistan

akistan Telecommunication Company Lim-
ited (PTCL) has announced its financial
results for the nine months ending 30 Sep-
tember 2025 during a Board of Directors
meeting held in Islamabad. PTCL Group recorded a
15% revenue increase, reaffirming its position as Pa-
kistan's leading integrated telecom services provider.
Financial Highlights
The Group’s revenue grew by 15% year-on-year
(YoY), driven by significant growth in fixed broad-
band, mobile data, enterprise, and carrier wholesale
services. PTCL's revenue rose by 13% YoY, with nota-
ble increases of 56% in Flash Fiber and 17% in Busi-
ness Solutions compared to the same period last year.
The carrier and wholesale division maintained its
momentum with a 24% growth. The international
segment also posted a 6% YoY revenue increase.
PTCL’s operating profit reached Rs.12.9 billion,
a 57% increase over YTD 2024, though it reported a
net loss of Rs.1.2 billion primarily due to a one-off
provision for an additional pension liability of Rs.5.9
billion, as per the decision of the Supreme Court of
Pakistan. Ufone 4G reported a 15% YoY growth in
topline, demonstrating resilience across commercial
and operational domains. Supported by sustained
topline growth and ongoing cost optimisation initia-
tives, Ufone delivered a robust EBIT of Rs 11.9 billion
compared to Rs. 1.6 billion in YTD 2024.
U Microfinance Bank (Ubank) achieved 19% YoY
revenue growth.
PTCL Group highlights include the Competition
Commission of Pakistan approving the acquisition
of Telenor Pakistan by PTCL in Phase II, marking a
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significant step in telecom sector consolidation. This
approval enhances PTCL Group’s industry standing,
fostering better connectivity, expanding digital access,
and supporting the Government’s vision of a digitally
empowered Pakistan. PTCL Flash Fiber remains the
fastest-growing fibre broadband provider in the mar-
ket, with approximately 30% YoY growth and a dom-
inant subscriber market share of 35%. The company
launched the Tez Raftaar offer, offering discounted
high-speed internet to improve access for homes and
businesses nationwide. PTCL's business services seg-
ment continues to lead in IP bandwidth, cloud, data
centre, and ICT solutions, reinforcing Pakistan’s role
as a regional connectivity hub.

In Q3 2025, PTCL signed a notable Trans-Paki-
stan connectivity agreement with leading Chinese op-
erators, strengthening digital trade routes. The compa-
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were established with major CMOs for IP bandwidth
and satellite-based connectivity across Pakistan, par-
ticularly in AJK and GB, including a key alliance
with a leading satellite provider to broaden broadband
access nationwide. PTCL launched Pakistan’s first
5G-ready smart residential community, offering seam-
less connectivity for modern living and future-ready
digital lifestyles. This achievement showcases PTCL's
ability to leverage global technologies to deliver trans-
formative customer experiences and support the Dig-
ital Pakistan vision.

In its innovation initiatives, PTCL introduced au-
tomated bill delivery via WhatsApp, making it easier
for customers to receive their monthly bills.

The company partnered with Mercantile, Apple’s
authorised distributor in Pakistan, to launch the 1P-
hone 17 series bundled with exclusive offers on Ufone
and PTCL Flash Fibre services in Karachi, Lahore,
and Islamabad. This collaboration provides custom-
ers with official, warranty-backed devices, extended
warranties, instant insurance coverage, and bundled
telecom benefits, enhancing connectivity and digital
experiences in line with PTCL Group’s commitment
to modern and reliable services.

Ufone sustained its growth momentum, increas-
ing its 4G base penetration by 5.9 percentage points to
69.2% by September 2025. The company continued
modernising its network by phasing out 44% of its 3G
network and reallocating spectrum to strengthen 4G
and VoLTE performance.

The Group’s digital and financial services portfolio
showed notable progress, with UPaisa recording 1.2
million monthly active users, reflecting approximately
153% YoY growth, and the My Ufone app reaching
5.4 million monthly active users, up 65%. Ufone also
maintained its leadership in digital recharge penetra-
tion.

PTCL Group received four prestigious honours
at the Dragons of Pakistan 2025 Awards, including
a Gold Award for the ‘Dil Se’ initiative: Thar Water
Plants, a Bronze Award for ‘Data Bohhaaat Hai x
PSL’, and two Black Awards for ‘Hockey Hai Pakistan
Ki Shaan’ and ‘Data Bohhaaat Hai Weekly Grand Of-
fer’. These campaigns celebrate Pakistan’s spirit, cre-
ative excellence, and meaningful communication that
resonates with audiences across the country, reflecting
PTCL Group’s purpose and commitment passion.

Social impact: Under its ‘Dil Se’ social impact
platform, PTCL Group is committed to driving pos-
itive change through partnerships and programs that
focus on socioeconomic inclusion, empowerment,
and connectivity across Pakistan. Founded on the
success of the initial phase of the ‘Ba-Ikhtiar’ pro-
gram, PTCL Group has renewed its collaboration
with the Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF)
to launch the second phase. This initiative aims to
support small-scale women entrepreneurs in achiev-
ing economic and digital integration. The Group has
started a nationwide registration campaign for the ex-
panded program, beginning with the Christian com-
munity in Rawalpindi and the Kalash community in
Chitral, KP, before expanding to 23 cities nationwide.
In addition to the ‘Ba-Ikhtiar’ program, PTCL Group
and PPAF have signed another MoU to provide
clean drinking water solutions in underserved areas
of Thar and South Punjab. This initiative, which in-
cludes reverse osmosis systems, rainwater harvesting
plants, and hand pumps, is expected to benefit over
200,000 individuals. During recent floods in Pakistan,
PTCL Group demonstrated operational resilience by
offering free call minutes in

ny also reached a milestone
with capacity sales from
Singapore to Marseille via
submarine cable partner-

Ufone continued its growth
momentum, achieving a 5.9

affected districts through
Ufone 4G and bill discounts
on Fixed Broadband ser-

ships, illustrating Pakistan’s percentage-point increase in 4G  vices for affected customers.
growing importance in glob-hase penetration to reach 69.2% in?!urthermore, PTCL Group

al digital infrastructure.
The enterprise segment

September 2025

has introduced SUNO, an
Al-powered early warning

expanded into new domains

such as FinTech, securing major successes. Trakker
and IoT solutions gained traction, with significant
M2M deals closed with government clients.

PTCL experienced strong growth in IP bandwidth
and expanded capacity in the Wholesale segment, fos-
tering the adoption of innovative digital services like
Content Delivery Networks. Strategic partnerships
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system developed in col-
laboration with ConnectHear to support the deaf
and hard-of-hearing community during emergencies.
SUNO delivers sign language video alerts via Ufone’s
WhatsApp platform, ensuring accessible communica-
tion at no cost. This initiative reflects PTCL Group’s
ongoing dedication to promoting inclusion and public
safety through technology.
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vivo V60 Lite unveiled: Capture every
moment in travel portraits

Bringing studio-quality portraits to every journey is our goal with the V60 Lite,” stated
Mr. Muhammad Zohair Chohan, Director of Brand Strategy at vivo. This showcases our
dedication to combining advanced imaging technology with design that complements a

lifestyle, particularly for capturing memorable moments while traveling

ivo has introduced the V60 Lite, marking
a new era in portrait photography, partic-
‘ ) ularly for travel situations. Positioned as
the ideal companion for travel portraits,
the V60 Lite incorporates vivo’s three generations
of AI Aura Light Portrait, advanced AI imaging
technology, elegant design, and high-performance
capabilities to cater to the changing de-
mands of modern users.

Your travel-ready portrait studio

The V60 Lite takes mobile photogra-
phy to new heights with a 50 MP Sony
main camera, § MP 120° Wide-Angle
Camera, and a 32 MP HD selfie camera,
all supported by vivo’s 3rd generation Al
Aura Light Portrait. Designed for life on
the move, this latest evolution doubles
brightness, expands the lighting area by
4.2 times, and delivers 73 times softer light
than a standard flash, ensuring natural,
glowing portraits wherever your journey @M*
takes you.

With Smart Lighting Control, the de-
vice automatically adjusts color temperature to
blend seamlessly with ambient light, keeping skin
tones true and balanced under neon cityscapes,
candlelit dinners, or seaside sunsets. Combined
with Master Portrait Style Bokeh, AI Master HD
Algorithm, and 4K Video on both Front and Rear
Cameras which are features exclusive to the V60
Lite 5G version, the V60 Lite makes it effortless to
turn spontaneous travel moments into profession-
al-grade memories.

Refined design, effortless mobility

The V60 Lite exudes elegance in two premium
colors: Titanium Blue, inspired by Arctic glaciers
with a metallic sheen that reflects calm confi-
dence, and Elegant Black, where classic black is
enhanced with a subtle shimmer, expressing un-
derstated sophistication. At the heart of its design
is the Exquisite Transparent Camera Module,

Vivo V60 Lite GO

Al Aura Light Portrait | MediaTek Dimensity 7360-Turbo

housing vertically aligned lenses in a compact,
streamlined layout that blends seamlessly with
the body.

Slim and lightweight with a Slim Flat Screen
Design and Ultra-Thin Bezel inherited from flag-
ship models, the V60 Lite is as striking to behold
as it is effortless to use, making it a stylish com-
panion for travel and everyday life.

Supreme performance and enduring power
for travel without limits

At the heart of the vivo V60 Lite is the Me-

diaTek Dimensity 7360-Turbo 5G processor for
the V60 Lite 5G version and a Snapdragon 685
processor for the 4G version, delivering smooth
overall performance.

The device handles gaming, multitasking, and
demanding apps effortlessly, ensuring smooth and
responsive performance. The 6.77-inch AMO-
LED display with a 120 Hz refresh rate
and 94.2% screen-to-body ratio offers
immersive visuals for gaming and me-
dia playback, while Dual Stereo Speak-
ers with 400% Volume provide clear,
rich audio in any environment.

The 6500 mAhBlueVolt Battery,
supported by 90W FlashCharge, reach-
) es a full charge from 1% to 100% in just
52 minutes on the 5G version, while
the 4G version takes 55 minutes. Op-
timized for long-term durability, the
battery maintains high efficiency for up
to five years, with other features to en-
hance longevity. Built for everyday use,
the V60 Lite is rated IP65 for Dust and
Water Resistance.

To support productivity on the go, the V60
Lite integrates Al tools such as Google Gemini,
AT Captions, AI Smart Call Assistant, AT Note
Assist, Al Transcript Assist and more, helping
users translate, summarize, and manage tasks
efficiently.

The vivo V60 Lite is available across Pakistan
in an 8GB + 256GB and12GB + 256GB stor-
age variant at a price of Rs. 76,999(4G) and Rs.
94,999 (5G)respectively.

Stay powered, stay confident: vivo
Y21d, your all-day partner

ivo has officially launched the vivo Y21d,
the newest model in its Y Series range. Tai-
‘ } lored for young consumers and daily users,
the Y21d offers reliable performance, stur-
dy build quality, and useful features that provide
reassurance, all at a budget-friendly cost.
Built for everyday confidence
Durability is at the heart of the vivo Y21d. The
device comes [P68 & IP69 Dust and Water Resis-
tance, representing the highest level of dustproof
protection in the mobile phone industry. Built for
tough conditions, it withstands exposure to water,
heat, dirt, drops, and everyday accidents. With
All-Round Waterproof protection, users can cap-
ture memories underwater using Underwater Pho-
tography mode for both photos and videos. Daily
reliability is further enhanced by One-Tap Water
Ejection and One-Tap Dust and Water Removal,
while SGS Certification, Military Grade Certifi-
cation, and the AirSpring Phone Case provide su-
perior drop resistance, giving users peace of mind
that their phone is built to last.
Power that lasts, performance that delivers
The vivo Y21d features a 6500 mAhBlueVolt
Battery and 44W FlashCharge, providing long-last-
ing power for work, study, or entertainment. With
up to 21.6 hours of continuous YouTube stream-
ing, users can stay connected without carrying a

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

bulky power bank. The device charges from 20%
to 100% in just 75 minutes, and 29-Dimension Se-
curity Protection ensures safe charging. Designed
for longevity, the battery retains over 80% of its
capacity even after five years of use.

Performance is enhanced with 6 GBRAM and
128 GB ROM, delivering smooth multitasking
and ample storage. The 50-Month Smooth Experi-

Vvivo Y21d
IP68«IP69+
All-Round Waterproof

Anti-Drop Design - 44 FlashCharge
4500 mAh BseVolt Bettery

fsoccoL

ence promise ensures sustained performance over
time. Additional smart features, including Circle
to Search with Google, Passkey, Al Screen Trans-
lation, Face Unlock with Mask or Helmet On, and
Glove Mode, make everyday use more convenient
and practical.

Designed to express personality
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The vivo Y21d comes in three fashion-forward
color variants: Lavender Purple, a trendy and chic
option; Coral Red, with a visibly premium look;
and Jade Green, elegant and timeless. Each color
is crafted to resonate with young users, offering a
stylish way to showcase individuality. The Y21d
also features a Flagship Quad Curved Back Cov-
er, Premium Frame Design, and Dynamic Light,
combining comfort in hand with a refined appear-
ance.

Immersive entertainment and high-definition
imaging

The vivo Y21d delivers engaging multimedia
experiences with 400% Large VolumeDual Ste-
reo Speakers and a 6.68-inch Dotch Display with
1,000 nits’ brightness and a 90 Hz refresh rate for
smooth interactions. With Low Blue Light Certi-
fication and Eye Protection Mode, visuals remain
clear while caring for users’ eye health.

Imaging is powered by a 50 MP HD rear cam-
era with HD Portrait, offering high-definition
photography with ease. AI Photo Enhance allows
smart and simple touch-ups, while Album Memo-
ries, Multi-Style Portrait, and Stylish Night Filters
provide creative options for capturing memorable
moments. The vivo Y21d is available across Paki-
stan in a 6 + 128GB storage variant at a price of
Rs. 43,999.
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Muhammad Hanif Gul - A journey
of dedication and reform in

Pakistan Railways

MUHAMMAD HANIF GUL
Chief Operating Superintendent/Safety
at Pakistan Railways

Flare panel interviewed Muhammad Hanif Gul, Chief Operating Superintendent/
Safety at Pakistan Railways, who shared his educational journey. He mentioned that his
education was simple, but it was consistent, thanks to his mother’s encouragement. He
completed his BA privately and then pursued an LLB, where he developed a passion
for public service. Despite having no coaching or formal guidance, he prepared for and

passed the CSS examination, earning a position in Pakistan Railways

Flare: What inspired you to join the Civil Ser-
vice, and how did your journey eventually lead you
to Pakistan Railways?

Muhammad Hanif Gul: It has been an unex-
pected yet profoundly transformative journey. I was
born in a remote and picturesque valley in District
Mansehra, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where life em-
bodied the simplicity of an earlier era. My parents
lacked formal education, so the idea of a career
was unfamiliar in our home. Despite the absence of
electricity and paved roads, a strong sense of com-
munity and resilience defined my early upbringing.
I always had a passion for sports, particularly volley-
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ball, cricket, swimming, and sprinting, with cricket
holding a special place in my heart. My education
was modest, but it was consistent, largely due to my
mother’s determination. I completed my BA private-
ly and later pursued an LLB, where my interest in
public service was sparked. Without any coaching or
formal guidance, I prepared for and passed the CSS
examination in 2000 (28th Common), earning a po-
sition in Pakistan Railways.

Initially, I did not anticipate the depth of my in-
volvement in the railway sector, but over time, I devel-
oped a keen interest in transportation systems. This
interest led me to the University of Birmingham,
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UK, where I obtained a degree in Railway Systems
Engineering, and later to the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) as a SPURS/Humphrey Fel-
low in Urban and Regional Planning. These expe-
riences enhanced my perspective on logistics as the
foundation of economic development.

I strongly believe that if Pakistan invests in a
modern railway network connecting all regions, it
could serve as a “New Deal” for national rejuve-
nation, revolutionising trade, connectivity, and the
economy, and breaking the cycle of poverty that im-
pedes progress.

Flare: You’ve held several key positions within
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the Railways. How would you describe this jour-
ney — the challenges, the achievements, and the
learning experiences?

Muhammad Hanif Gul: My time in Pakistan
Railways has been a rewarding experience on various
levels. I have had the opportunity to work in differ-
ent provinces, including Karachi, Sukkur in Sindh,
Quetta, Gwadar in Balochistan, Lahore, Multan in
Punjab, Peshawar in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Mu-
zaffarabad in Azad Kashmir. This exposure has pro-
vided me with a deep understanding of Pakistan’s di-
verse social and geographical landscape, helping me
grow as a knowledgeable citizen and professional.

During my tenure, I have worked on various
projects aimed at addressing the systemic challeng-
es facing Pakistan Railways. While I have been able
to make local improvements, the overall decline of
the institution is a result of long-standing structural
issues rather than individual or political shortcom-
ings. Pakistan Railways, in its current state, is in dire
need of a complete overhaul. Superficial fixes will
not be sufficient to address the deep-rooted problems
it faces. To bring the organisation into the modern

We undertook the restoration
of numerous historic station
buildings, introduced elevators
for elderly passengers (a first
for Pakistan Railways), and
achieved substantial revenue
growth from land assets,
surpassing one billion rupees
for the first time and setting
new benchmarks

era, we must consider a complete transformation,
similar to the model of a Chinese-style State-Owned
Enterprise (SOE) that is professionally managed,
financially sustainable, and nationally connected.
Only through such a transformation can we ensure
the future success of the railway and regain the trust
of the public.

Flare: You are widely recognised as a profes-
sional and honest officer. How do you maintain
transparency and integrity in such a complex in-
stitution?

Muhammad Hanif Gul: Professional excellence
is an ongoing journey for me. I believe my career will
actually hold significance when we establish a mod-
ern and efficient railway system that truly benefits
the people of Pakistan. Integrity and competence are
essential, serving as tools to achieve a greater nation-
al objective. According to data from Transparency
International spanning from 2012 to 2024, Pakistan
Railways does not rank among the top 12 most cor-
rupt institutions in the country, indicating a certain
level of systemic transparency. Nevertheless, there is
still much work to be done to enhance both ethical
standards and operational performance.

My vision is to contribute my efforts to transform
Pakistan into a first-world nation within my lifetime,
to rank it among the world’s top ten economies. This
aspiration, driven by a deep sense of purpose rather
than material gain, fuels my dedication to profes-
sional development and personal integrity. I envision
a railway system that acts as a catalyst for domestic
prosperity and regional connectivity, positioning Pa-
kistan as a key economic and cultural link between
South and Central Asia. With strategic investments
in logistics and infrastructure, this goal is entirely at-
tainable.

Flare: During your tenure as Divisional Super-
intendent in Karachi and Lahore, what were the
major operational challenges you encountered, and
how did you address them?

Muhammad Hanif Gul: Karachi and Lahore
represent the two largest operational divisions within
Pakistan Railways, with Karachi focusing on freight
operations and Lahore on passenger services.

In Karachi, where over 85% of Pakistan’s freight
originates, we made significant strides in enhancing
freight performance during my tenure. We success-
fully restored critical infrastructure such as the Creek
Bridge, revitalised the Karachi Bundar Dry Port, and
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reconnected the Kemari Line to the SAPT Terminal,
enabling direct rail-to-ship loading and improving
port connectivity. The freight volume from the Port
area reached record levels during my leadership.

In Lahore, we worked towards improving both
freight handling and passenger services. We under-
took the restoration of numerous historic station
buildings, introduced elevators for elderly passengers
(a first for Pakistan Railways), and achieved sub-
stantial revenue growth from land assets, surpassing
one billion rupees for the first time and setting new
benchmarks.

However, these accomplishments are just the be-
ginning. Without comprehensive structural reforms,
the current system will struggle to sustain long-term
progress. While incremental changes can yield tem-
porary improvements, a fundamental overhaul is
necessary to ensure the network remains relevant in
the modern era.

Flare: What key reforms have you implemented
as Chief Operating Superintendent (Safety) to en-
hance safety and efficiency?

Muhammad Hanif Gul: The establishment of
the COPS/Safety position was a positive develop-
ment, but initially, it lacked the necessary resources
and support. Despite these challenges, 1 initiated a
comprehensive reform process. We consolidated and
distributed a 40-page safety guideline that brought
together rules from various manuals, laying the foun-
dation for a unified Handbook of Safety. We are cur-
rently working on a 100-page maintenance-focused
document and have started the digitisation of the
inspection process in collaboration with the Punjab
Information Technology Board (PITB).

We are also updating the Accident Manual
(1930) and the General & Subsidiary Rules (1970)for
the first time in decades. These reforms are aimed at
replacing outdated practices with data-driven safety
management.

In the long term, Pakistan must replace the out-
dated Federal Government Inspector of Railways
(FGIR) with an independent statutory Safety Direc-
torate that is professionally staffed and mandated to
oversee safety standards across federal, provincial,
and private rail systems. This is essential for estab-
lishing a modern, safe, and accountable railway sys-
tem.

Flare: How have you improved freight opera-
tions to boost the Railway’s revenue?

Muhammad Hanif Gul: Freight plays a crucial
role in the financial success of any railway system.
Pakistan has the opportunity to become a key transit
route in the region due to our geographical location
and historical trade connections. Throughout my
professional journey, I have concentrated on revital-
ising freight operations. This includes reestablishing
the Pakistan-Iran freight link in 2016, contributing to
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the Prem Nagar Dry Port Project, and launching the
Azakhel Dry Port in Peshawar. Despite these efforts,
Pakistan Railways currently only handles around 4%
of the country’s freight, while India manages 36%
and China, Russia, and the USA handle over 45%.
To unlock our logistics potential, we must upgrade
our outdated infrastructure and institutional mind-
set. Initiating this reform requires a shift in culture,
modernised planning, and strategic investments in
freight corridors.

Flare: How do you envision the modernisation
of Pakistan Railways in the next five years?

Muhammad Hanif Gul: Modernisation must
go beyond slogans. Real reform begins with fun-
damentals — speed, safety, and sustainability. Pa-
kistan needs passenger trains running at 200 km/h
and freight at 120 km/h, powered by electrified and
eco-friendly systems. Our goal should be intelligent
transport networks with full asset visibility. But these
technologies can only function on modern infrastruc-
ture. Therefore, we must rebuild before digitising.

For institutional transformation, I advocate for
restructuring Pakistan Railways as an SOE under
the Ministry of Defence or Finance, ensuring pro-
fessional management and continuity of vision. Just
as the modernisation of the Pakistan Air Force rede-
fined our defence capabilities, a modernised railway
could reshape Pakistan’s entire economic landscape
within a decade.

Flare: What role do you see for the private sec-
tor in reviving Pakistan Railways?

Muhammad Hanif Gul: The private sector is es-
sential but cannot replace the state in building core
infrastructure. Historically, rail networks in the sub-
continent were financed by the Crown with guaran-
teed profits for private investors.

Today, private participation should focus on op-
erations, freight terminals, and station management,
while infrastructure development remains a public
responsibility. Through Public-Private Partnerships
(PPPs) and R+P (Rail + Property) models, we can
replicate successful examples from Hong Kong and
Japan, creating joint ventures that harness private ef-
ficiency within a state-led framework.

Flare: Environmental sustainability is now a
global priority. What steps can Pakistan Railways
take to become greener and more efficient?

Muhammad Hanif Gul: Rail transport is inher-
ently more sustainable than road transport. Even in
its current state, it emits less carbon and offers great-
er safety. However, modernisation is essential to un-
lock its full environmental potential.

Investing in electrified, high-efficiency railways
will not only cut emissions but also align Pakistan
with global sustainability goals. Climate change is
already devastating our country — rail reform is thus
not merely an economic choice but an environmen-
tal necessity for future generations.

Flare: How would you describe your leadership
style, and what values guide your decision-making?

Muhammad Hanif Gul: I believe in a transfor-
mative and democratic leadership style — one that
empowers people and unites them around a higher
vision. Integrity is the foundation, followed by vi-
sion, professional excellence, resilience, and emo-
tional intelligence.

My guiding principle is simple: Pakistan must
become a developed, first-world nation. To achieve
that, leaders must blend inspiration with discipline
and align institutional goals with the nation’s larger
destiny.

Flare: What message would you like to convey
to the youth and readers of Flare Magazine?

Muhammad Hanif Gul: Public service is not a
path to personal wealth — it’s a sacred responsibility
to create value for citizens. I urge young officers to
embrace integrity, humility, and national purpose.

Pakistan’s future depends on a generation that
sees citizens as their true employers. If our approach
remains citizen-centric and reform-driven, we will
not only rebuild Pakistan Railways but also reshape
Pakistan into a nation of hope, progress, and pride.

Railways can be the new deal of our times —
the engine of national transformation. I invite the
readers of Flare Magazine to be ambassadors of
this vision and advocates of a modern, connected
Pakistan.
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akistanis choose contaminants, officials
to buy bottled warned, pose significant
=R arge numbper ol s

substandar

believing it to be
safe and healthy, and not
harmful to them and their
loved ones. They spend
money to prevent diseas-
es and get clean drinking
water. However, reports
have indicated that bottled
water across Pakistan may
not be safe for consump-
tion. Various businesses,
including bakeries, sweets
shops, and local RO plants,
are not meeting the neces-
sary health standards, pos-
ing a challenge for the gov-
ernment to regulate them
effectively. Most of them
do not meet the criteria
set by the Pakistan Stan-
dards and Quality Control
Authority (PSQCA) as de-
clared in its rules and reg-
ulations. A recent report
from the Khyber-Pakh-
tunkhwa Food Safety and
Halal Food Authority re-
vealed that nearly 40% of
bottled water samples test-
ed in the province failed to
meet safety standards and
were deemed unfit for hu-
man consumption.
Preventing this con-
tamination is a significant
challenge for the water in- ./
dustry and regulators, as it #
can lead to various health
issues ranging from mild
symptoms like diarrhoea
and headaches to more
severe conditions such as
birth defects and cancer.
Contaminants have vari-
ous sources, including the
environment and water
processing. Despite efforts
to address the issue, it stays
in the water due to factors
like climate change and

i\ ;
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Various businesses, including bakeries, sweets shops,
and local RO plants, are not meeting the necessary health
standards, posing a challenge for the government to

regulate them effectively

bottled

According to the Au-
thority’s data, 143 licensed
water plants in KP pro-
duce around 419,000 lLi-
tres daily, but more than
117,000 litres were found
substandard in the labo-
ratory test period, which
was held from August 23
to September 19.

The Food Authority
announced that the cam-
paign will now be extend-
ed to water filtration units
and household sources
to further safeguard con-
sumers. Heavy fines have
already been imposed on
companies whose prod-
ucts failed testing, while
substandard stocks have
been recalled and de-
stroyed. Production at
non-compliant plants has
been suspended until cor-
rective measures are taken
and fresh samples pass lab-
oratory checks.

Minister Zahir Shah
Toru praised the initia-
tive, calling it a landmark
in protecting consumer
rights. He credited Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gan-
dapur’s directives for
launching large-scale food
and beverage testing drives
through the new provin-
cial laboratory.

“We are committed to
rooting out substandard
and hazardous products
from the market. By en-
suring food safety, we
will reduce the burden
on hospitals and protect
public health,” the minis-
ter stated. It is noted that
a couple of weeks ago,
Pakistan Council for Re-

globalisation. To effective-

ly tackle chemical con-

tamination in water, a comprehensive approach is
needed, incorporating technological advancements,
sustainable agricultural practices, and stringent reg-
ulations.

‘Water pollution is one of the major threats to
public health in Pakistan. Drinking water quality
is poorly managed and monitored. Pakistan ranks
at number 80 among 122 nations regarding the pu-
rity of the drinking water. Sources of the drinking
water, both surface and groundwater, are contami-
nated with coliforms, toxic metals and pesticides
throughout the country. Various drinking water
quality parameters set by the WHO are frequently
violated. Human activities like improper disposal
of municipal and industrial effluents and indiscrim-
inate applications of agrochemicals in agriculture
are the main factors contributing to the deterioration
of water quality. Microbial and chemical pollut-
ants are the main factors responsible exclusively or
in combination for various public health problems.
This review discusses a detailed layout of drinking
water quality in Pakistan with special emphasis on
major pollutants, sources of pollution and the con-
sequent health problems. The data presented in this
review are extracted from various studies published
in national and international journals. Also, reports
released by the government and non-governmental
organisations are included.

In the first report of the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
Food Safety and Halal Food Authority has revealed
alarming results from its first province-wide bottled
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water testing drive, showing that nearly 40% of sam-
ples failed to meet safety standards and were de-
clared unfit for human consumption.

A total of 156 bottled water samples of differ-
ent sizes — including 19-litre, 1.5-litre, 500ml, and
300ml bottles — were tested at the newly established
Provincial Food Testing Laboratory and Research
Centre. Of these, 59.61% met quality benchmarks,
while 40.39% fell below the standards set by the
Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority

(PSQCA).

A recent report from the
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety
and Halal Food Authority revealed

that nearly 40% of bottled water
samples tested in the province
failed to meet safety standards
and were deemed unfit for human
consumption

During the briefing to Provincial Food Minister
Zahir Shah Toru, Authority Director General Wasif
Saeed disclosed that 56 water source samples were
also tested; 27 passed, while 29 were declared unsafe.

The report flagged serious health risks, revealing
that 61 bottled water samples carried microbial con-
tamination, including Coliform, Faecal Coliform,
E. coli, and Pseudomonas aeruginosa. In addition,
two samples contained harmful chemicals. These
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search in Water Resourc-

es (PCRWR) declared 23
brands unsafe for human consumption due to micro-
biological or chemical contamination. The govern-
ment of Pakistan had tasked PCRWR with monitor-
ing bottled/mineral water brands every quarter and
publicising the results for the awareness of public
health. For the second quarter of 2025, from April to
June, 203 samples of mineral/bottled water brands
were collected from 21 major cities. Comparison of
test results with the bottled water quality standards
of Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Author-
ity (PSQCA) had revealed that 23 brands were un-
safe for human consumption due to microbiological
or chemical contamination. Eleven brands, such
as New Mehran, Aqua 111, Nice Pure Max, Pure
Drinking Water, Logic, Himalya Cool, Natural Pure
Life, Natural, Forever Bottled Drinking Water, Drin-
kly Pure Drinking Water, and Qudrat Water, were
found to be unsafe due to the presence of higher lev-
els of sodium. Four brands — Atco Drinking Wa-
ter, Aqua Nest, Pani, and New Mountain — were
found to be unsafe due to the presence of higher
levels of arsenic. Nine other brands, such as Noble
Pure Drinking Water, Aqua 111, Clear, Wah Water,
Nice Pure Max, Aqua King bottled water, Maa Jee,
Freshin drinking water and Iceland, were found to
be contaminated with bacteria and thus were unsafe
for drinking purposes.

PCRWR said that the general public was encour-
aged to look at the detailed report to know about the
status of the water quality of bottled water brands
they consume.

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER, 2025



me

MOBILE

HiH e

MEeMOBILE

SIM
v =

2
O

3000mAnN ‘ FM Radio | Smart Camera

6000 Exclusive Distributor & Manufacturer

www.youngtech.pk | Younc TECH




Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

EVENT |

Usman Yaqoob

/Zong, FAST-NUCES launch China-

_..._-—--"""r_

Initial research areas will focus on low-carbon a

nd environmental protection through

4 Pakistan low-carbon intelligent

T

cloud and digital technologies, intelligent construction and manufacturing utilising Al and
5G connectivity, renewable energy systems with big data and smart energy management,
and digital and intelligent applications integrating 0T, Al, and advanced analytics

ong 4G, a leading information and com-
munications technology company in Paki-
stan, has recently signed an agreement to
establish the China-Pakistan Low-Carbon
Intelligent Manufacturing International Joint Inno-

vation Laboratory at the FAST-National University
of Computer and Emerging Sciences (NUCES) in
Islamabad. This collaboration marks a significant ad-
vance in scientific and technological cooperation be-
tween China and Pakistan, emphasising innovation
in low-carbon, digital, and intelligent manufacturing.
The joint laboratory will be developed in partner-
ship with Zong 4G, Suzhou University of Science
and Technology, Guangzhou Institute of Software
Application Technology, and FAST-NUCES. The
lab will serve as a research and development plat-

form connecting academia and industry, fostering
technological innovation aligned with sustainability
goals. Initial research will focus on low-carbon and
environmental protection through cloud and digital
technologies, intelligent construction and manufac-
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turing utilising Al and 5G connectivity, renewable

energy systems with big data and smart energy man-

agement, and digital and intelligent applications in-
| |

tegrating IoT, Al, and advanced analytics. Through
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the lab aims to

Through the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
the lab aims to nurture young
researchers and engineers by
offering practical training,
research opportunities, and pilot
projects, which contribute to
industrial transformation

nurture young researchers and engineers by offering
practical training, research opportunities, and pilot

S —
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projects which support industrial transformation.
Zong 4G will play a vital role in bridging academic
research with practical applications, while partner in-
stitutions will strengthen the project’s scientific and
technical capabilities.

i

Dr Mao Wei Liang, Chief Technical Officer at
Zong 4G, highlighted the significance of the labora-
tory in creating real-world impact through research
collaboration. Dr Aftab Maroof, Rector of FAST-
NUCES, emphasised the university’s dedication to
fostering innovation in Pakistan by engaging students
and researchers in applied studies on Al, IoT, cloud,
and low-carbon systems.

The establishment of the China-Pakistan
Low-Carbon Intelligent Manufacturing International
Joint Innovation Laboratory reflects both countries’

shared commitment to promoting green innovation,
digital transformation, and industrial cooperation un-
der the BRI. It underlines Zong’s role as a catalyst
for sustainability and technological progress in Paki-
stan’s developing digital economy.

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER, 2025



SOCIAL |

Shiraz Shuja

Free download: flare.pk

Several companies
traced producing
substandard medicines

The use of u tadi‘d_hman dug

-

products can
pose a potential health threat of life to patients. These
substandard medicines may lead to treatment failure and
adverse reactions in patients

he Drug Testing Laboratory from the

province has issued a notification declar-

ing certain drug products as ‘substan-

dard.’ Physicians, pharmacists, and nurses
at hospitals and clinics have been advised against
prescribing or dispensing the following products:
Injection Nidagyl 100ml Metronidazole manufac-
tured by M/s Star Laboratories (Pvt) Ltd, Montelu-
kast manufactured by M/s Hilton Pharma (Pvt)
Ltd, Sterile water for injection water for injection
5ml manufactured by M/s FYNK Pharmaceuti-
cals, Cream Kanadex-N manufactured by M/s ISIS
Pharmaceutical & Chemical Works, Zolint Suspen-
sion by M/s Libra (Pvt) Ltd and Cytobion capsule
by M/s Hoover Pharmaceuticals (Pvt) Ltd.

The use of substandard production of drugs
can pose potential health hazards to patients. These
substandard medicines may lead to treatment fail-
ure and adverse reactions in patients. Distributors
and pharmacies have been advised to be vigilant
and report any suspected batches of the products.

The regulatory field force of all federating
units (DRAP, Provincial Health Departments, and
States) has intensified inspection in the market to
ensure the withdrawal of defective products.

Any adverse reactions or quality issues expe-
rienced with these products should be reported to
the National Pharmacovigilance Centre (NPC),
DRAP, using the Adverse Event Reporting Form or
online.

Consumers should discontinue using products
bearing the affected batch numbers and should con-
sult their physician or healthcare providers if they
have encountered any problems related to the use
of these products.

All therapeutic products should be obtained
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from authorised licensed pharmacies, and their
authenticity and condition should be carefully veri-
fied. If there are any doubts, consumers are advised
to seek advice from their pharmacist.

The Cream Kanadex-N sample has been de-
clared “substandard” due to the assay of Dexameth-
asone Phosphate (as disodium salt) and “adulterat-
ed” based on the identification and quantification
of Dexamethasone (base) in HPLC analysis (0.343
mg/g), an undeclared active pharmaceutical ingre-
dient not listed on the product label.

The presence of an undisclosed corticosteroid,
along with sub-therapeutic levels of the declared
active ingredient, could result in unpredictable clin-

Distributors and pharmacies have
been advised to be vigilant and
report any suspected batches of
the products

ical outcomes, such as reduced efficacy, skin issues,
hormonal imbalances, or systemic exposure to cor-
ticosteroids, especially with prolonged use.

Patients with eczema, dermatitis, and other in-
flammatory skin conditions, as well as children and
individuals using topical steroids extensively, are at
higher risk of adverse effects. The use of this faulty
product compromises treatment safety and effec-
tiveness, potentially leading to dermatological or
systemic complications.

The regulatory authorities have instructed mar-
ket surveillance teams to promptly remove these
products from circulation. Pharmacists and chem-
ists are urged to check their stocks, cease distribu-
tion of these products, quarantine remaining sup-
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plies, and return them to the supplier/company.

Any suspected batches of these products should
be reported to the Drug Regulatory Authority of
Pakistan (DRAP) through the provided channels.
Consumers are advised to discontinue use of the af-
fected products and consult healthcare providers if
they experience any related issues.

Meanwhile, the Drug Regulatory Authority
of Pakistan (DRAP) has ordered a nationwide re-
call of various pharmaceutical products — eight for
human use and nine for veterinary use — after lab
tests found them substandard, spurious, or falsely
labelled, raising serious safety concerns.

According to an alert issued by DRAP, various
samples tested by provincial drug testing laborato-
ries failed to meet pharmacopoeial standards, and
in many cases, the medicines were found to be false-
ly labelled or lacking active ingredients altogether.

Among the human drugs flagged were Rolekast
10mg tablets, AME-CLOP Injection, DORCIP In-
fusion, Cipotic-D Sterile Eye Drops, Danzen DS
tablets, Tebisil tablets, Cefspan 400mg capsules, and
Brexin tablets. These products were declared spuri-
ous or substandard, with some found to contain no
active pharmaceutical ingredients, posing serious
risks to patients. DRAP also declared nine veteri-
nary drugs substandard or misbranded, including
Micrise-2pc injection, Ivozon 2pc, IVERMEC 1pc,
Selmec, Ivomek 2pc, Ivergen, Fosphovetz, Oxyvetz
5pc, and Injection OXYZON. These drugs, used in
livestock for parasitic control and infection treat-
ment, were found to pose risks of toxicity, therapeu-
tic failure, and unsafe residues in milk and meat.

DRAP has directed its regulatory field force and
provincial health departments to survey markets
and ensure the removal of these products. Pharma-
cists, chemists, and distributors have been instruct-
ed to quarantine affected stocks, halt supply, and
return the products to their source.

Healthcare providers and institutions are ad-
vised to enhance vigilance across supply chains
and report any suspicious or low-quality batches to
DRAP via the designated online reporting system
or email.

Consumers are strongly advised to discontinue
use of these products if they belong to the identified
batches, consult healthcare providers if exposed,
and purchase medicines only from licensed phar-
macies after verifying product authenticity.

DRAP reiterated that falsified medicines and
manufacturing failures present a grave threat to
public safety and called upon all stakeholders to co-
operate fully in ensuring the effective recall of all
defective medicines from the market.

When contacted, Chairman of the Paki-
stan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association
(PPMA), Taugeer Ul Haq, stated that recall alerts
were a normal process that regulators issue based
on reports from provincial departments.

When asked about DRAP’s actions in such sit-
uations, Haq mentioned that DRAP conducts fur-
ther investigations, and the affected company can
file an appeal against the decision. If the medicine
is found faulty, the entire batch is disposed of. If
no issues are found during a detailed investigation,
the regulator allows the producer to reintroduce the
drug to the market.

Cancer cases in Pakistan are on the rise, but pa-
tients and health advocates are facing challenges
in accessing life-saving treatment due to concerns
about the quality of generic drugs and the increas-
ing cost of medicine.

Pakistan is estimated to have 185,748 new can-
cer cases annually, according to the World Health
Organisation (WHO).

The struggle with drug quality and pricing is ex-
acerbated by the lack of a cohesive national frame-
work for cancer care.

A functional national cancer registry would pro-
vide the necessary data for informed policy-making
and resource allocation.

Several multinational pharmaceutical compa-
nies have reduced their activities in Pakistan, con-
tributing to the scarcity of essential cancer medica-
tions and creating additional challenges in ensuring
consistent and timely patient care.
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eads of chambers of commerce and

industries, trade unions, industrialists,

businessmen, and the private corporate

sector have strongly criticised the an-
nouncement made by Governor of SBP to maintain
the policy interest rate at 11%, labelling it as an-
ti-growth and a setback for the business community,
leading to the worsening economic conditions in the
country.

Atif Tkram Sheikh, President of the Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI),expressed deep concern over the adverse
impact of this decision on business sentiment and
the broader economy, emphasising the need for a
reduction in the interest rate to 7% to stay aligned
with economic realities and stimulate growth. He
highlighted that a decrease in the interest rate could
significantly reduce the government’s debt burden
by approximately PKR 3,500 billion, providing
much-needed fiscal relief is given.

Atif Tkram Sheikh pointed out that Pakistan’s
interest rate is notably higher than those in neigh-
bouring countries, stifling economic activity and
deterring investment. He stressed the importance of
lowering the policy rate to a single-digit level to sup-
port businesses and enhance competitiveness.

Mr Saquib Fayyaz Magoon, SVP FPCCI, high-
lighted that high interest rates directly impacted pro-
duction costs, fueling inflation, and restricting access
to finance, thereby hampering economic activity and
growth.

He referenced previous assurances from the Fed-
eral Finance Minister regarding an upcoming reduc-
tion in the policy rate, deciding to maintain the status
quo disappointing for the business community.

President of the North Karachi Association of
Trade and Industry (NKATI), Faisal Moiz Khan,
expressed disappointment over the State Bank of
Pakistan’s decision to keep the policy rate at 11 %,
describing it as a major setback for the business and
industrial sectors.

He noted that the business community had an-
ticipated a reduction in interest rates to single digits
to stimulate investment and industrial growth, and
the decision to keep the interest rate is disheartening.

Faisal Moiz Khan warned that the high interest
rate could undermine effortsto stabilise and strength-
en the national economy.

President of the Korangi Association of Trade
and Industry (KATI), Muhammad Ikram Rajput,
also expressed disappointment over the State Bank
of Pakistan’s decision to maintain the policy inter-
est rate at 11%, highlighting the adverse impact on
industrial and commercial sectors and ongoing eco-
nomic recovery efforts. He emphasised the need for a
reduction in the interest rate to stimulate investment,
reduce production costs, and create employment op-
portunities, warning that the current rate poses a se-
rious concern for the national economy:.

Chairman of the Pakistan Chemicals & Dyes
Merchants Association (PCDMA), Salim Valimu-
hammad,strongly criticised the decision to maintain
the interest rate at 11%, calling it a major setback
for the business community and economic recovery
efforts. He stressed the importance of reducing the
interest rate to single digits to promote sustainable
growth and investment revival.

President Karachi Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry (KCCI) Muhammad Rehan Hanif expressed
disappointment over the decision to keep the bench-
mark interest rate unchanged at 11 %, describing it as
a missed opportunity to provide relief to the business
and industrial community.

He highlighted the need for a reduction in the
interest rate to stay aligned with regional compet-
itors and ease the burden on businesses facing un-
precedented cost pressures. Rehan Hanif urged ur-
gent steps to bring down both the interest rate and
utility costs to revive industrial activity, create jobs,
and enhance exports, emphasising the importance
of reducing the cost of doing business for Pakistan'’s
£CoNnomic recovery.

The State Bank of Pakistan’s (SBP) Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) decided to keep the policy
rate unchanged at 11%, marking the ‘fourth’ consec-
utive time the rate has been held steady.
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Retention of interest
rate at 11% dashes
businessmen hopes

for economic revival

& -

The business community has shown grave concern about
the negative effects of this choice on business confidence
and the overall economy. They stress the importance
of lowering the interest rate to 7% to match economic

conditions and boost growth

The decision reflects a cautious approach as the
central bank balances support for a fragile econom-
ic recovery with internal and external risks, despite
calls from the business community to cut the rate to
reduce borrowing costs and stimulate growth.

In a meeting, the cautious stance is aimed at
maintaining long-term sustainability, noting that
holding the rate at 11% considers multiple economic
factors and ensures stability. This reflects the MPC’s
careful balancing act between supporting growth and
managing external pressures.

The Committee noted that headline inflation
rose significantly to 5.6 percent in September, where-
as core inflation remained unchanged at 7.3 percent.
The MPC assessed that the impact of the recent

The need for a reduction in the
interest rate is a must to stay
aligned with regional competitors
and ease the burden on business-
es facing unprecedented cost
pressures

floods on the broader economy appears to be some-
what lower than anticipated at the time of its previ-
ous meeting.

The crop losses are likely to be contained, where-
as supply disruptions turned out to be minimal.
Moreover, economic activity gained further momen-
tum, as depicted by robust growth in high-frequency
economic indicators.

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Based on these developments, the overall macro-
economic outlook has improved from the previous
assessment. At the same time, the Committee noted
uncertainties around this outlook arising from vol-
atile global commodity prices; challenging export
prospects amidst the evolving tariff dynamics, and
potential domestic food supply frictions.

In this backdrop, and given the still-unfolding
impact of the earlier reduction in the policy rate,
the MPC viewed today’s decision as appropriate to
maintain the ongoing price stability.

Overall, the current account deficit is expected to
remain within the earlier projected range of 0 to 1
percent of GDP in FY26.

The contained current account deficit and real-
isation of planned official inflows are projected to
improve SBP’s FX reserves to $15.5 billion by De-
cember 2025 and around $17.8 billion by June 2026.

The MPC observed that, unlike previous flood
episodes, the recent surge in food prices appears to
be milder than anticipated earlier. This is reflected by
the recent slowdown in price increases of major food
items in high-frequency SPI data, such as wheat and
allied products, sugar, and perishable items.

Nonetheless, the Committee expects inflation to
exceed the upper bound of the target range for a few
months in H2-FY26, before reverting to the target
range in FY27.

This outlook is subject to risks from volatile glob-
al commodity prices, the magnitude and timing of
future energy price adjustments, and uncertainty
around prices of wheat and allied products and per-
ishable food items.
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Policy gap jeopardising
mobile phone e>((jport8,
investment and digital

DIGITAL

PAKISTAN

GOVERNMENT'S
i||_8 \

The delay in announcing the |
new mobile phone device )
policy by the government of b
Pakistan is jeopardising the Made

in Pakistan vision, causing

uncertainty among local handset
manufacturers and halting

investments. Visionary leaders like
Mugzaffar Piracha and Aamir Allahwala have
expressed optimism that Pakistan can compete
globally in high-tech manufacturing with stable policies.

The mobile phone industry aims to generate $5 billion in exports,
create 150,000 jobs, save $1.5 billion in foreign exchange annually, and
attract $500 million in foreign direct investments to provide affordable, reliable,
and up-to-date handsets with expanded internet access.

Investors face uncertainty due to inconsistent duties, delays in import L.Cs, and the lack of
localisation roadmaps. Exports remain below $60 million annually, far short of the set $5
billion target. Pakistan continues to import high-value components such as PCBs, batteries,
and sensors, which hampers local value addition.
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espite being one of the country’s fast-

est-growing success stories, Pakistan’s

mobile phone manufacturing industry

faces numerous challenges due to the
prolonged delay in implementing the mobile device
= = g policy. Although
the government
has  committed
to providing in-
centives and in-
dustry status, the
sector  struggles
| to maintain its
_ | growth trajectory.
Launched as part
of the Mobile De-
vice Manufactur-
ing Policy 2020,
the industry initially created numerous job oppor-
tunities, attracted both local and foreign invest-
ments, and aligned with the “Make in Pakistan”
vision by reducing the dependence on imported
handsets. However, five years down the line, the
industry is at a critical juncture. The delay in up-
dating and implementing a new policy has created
uncertainty among investors, resulted in stagnant
exports, and made Pakistan’s $5 billion export tar-
get increasingly difficult to achieve.

Policy Background: The “Make in Pakistan” Blueprint

Localization 49% local parts by 2023; 70% by 2026
Tax & Tariff Lower duties on CKD/SKD kits, higher an fully buikt units
Exports Achieve USD 5 billion within five years

Invesiment Encourage domestic and foreign assembly plants

R&D & Skills 3% rebate on exported phones; vocational training programs

The Made in Pakistan vision appears at risk
due to the government’s delay in announcing a
mobile phone policy, which has created uncertain-
ty among local handset manufacturers and halted
investments and business operations. Many foreign
companies have also put their businesses on hold,
raising concerns that the government needs to ad-
dress promptly.

In Pakistan, two prominent figures driving the
success of mobile manufacturing are Muzaffar Pi-
racha (CEQ, Airlink Communication) and Aamir
Allahwala (CEOQ,
Transsion Group
Pakistan). Their
leadership  has
not only spurred
industrial growth
but also instilled
confidence in in-
vestors globally.

Under Pira-
cha’s guidance,
Airlink Commu-
nication invested

$10 million to establish modern assembly facilities
in Lahore and Qila Didar Singh, where smart-
phones for brands like Samsung, Xiaomi, Tecno,
and Infinix are assembled. Airlink has become Pa-
kistan’s largest mobile device distribution and man-

vfacturing enterprise, serving nationwide networks
and fostering a sustainable export base.

Transsion Group, the parent company of Tec-
no, Itel, and Infinix, has also played a significant
role in Pakistan’s manufacturing sector. Led by

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |
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Aamir Allahwala, the company introduced joint
venture models with Chinese investors, attracting
millions of dollars in foreign direct investment
(FDI) to the country.
Despite common beliefs, most of Pakistan’s mo-
* bile manufactur-
ing investments
are homegrown.
Companies like
Airlink, Trans-
sion, Inovi, Se-
lect Technologies,
L and VGO have
established their
plants primarily
| with  Pakistani
| capital. Togeth-
er, these facilities
directly employ over 25,000 workers and support
an additional 100,000 jobs in logistics, retail, and
component supply chains.

Key Production Data (PTA & PACRA 2025

2018 36 0

[ 202 ' 130 ' 10
2021 ' 245 ' 2%

[ 2022 290 ' 40
2023 303 I 55

[ 2024 31.38 ' 60
2025* 2278 [_.Jan—Bep) . 35 _(50 far_]

The data shows that the number of locally as-
sembled mobile phones increased over the years.
In 2019, 3.60 million phones were assembled, fol-
lowed by 13 million in 2020, 24.6 million in 2021,
29 million in 2022, 30.3 million in 2023, and 31.38
million in 2024, totalling 154.26 million mobile
phones. As of 2025, 22.78 million phones have
been assembled. Additionally, the mobile manufac-
turing industry has exported mobile phones worth
$225 million to various countries, with the UAE
being a primary destination.

Airlink Communication has
invested $10 million to establish
state-of-the-art assembly
facilities in Lahore and Qila
Didar Singh for manufacturing
smartphones for popular brands
like Samsung, Xiaomi,
Tecno, and Infinix. The
Transsion Group, owner of
Tecno, Itel, and Infinix, has also
played a key role in developing

Pakistan’s manufacturing sector

Investors are facing uncertainty due to inconsis-
tent duties, delays in import LCs, and the absence
of localisation roadmaps. Exports are still below
$60 million per year, falling significantly short of
the set $5 billion target. Pakistan continues to im-

_d

port high-value components like PCBs, batteries,
and sensors, which hinders local value addition.

Industry insiders also point to frequent bureau-
cratic extensions and slow implementation by reg-
ulatory bodies.
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However, Flare Magazine did not find any con-
crete public records linking individuals to these de-
lays.

Experts have called upon the Prime Minister,
the Ministry of IT & Telecom, and the Special
Investment Facil-
itation  Council
(SIFC) to estab-
lish a National
Mobile  Device
Task Force with
representatives
from Airlink,
Transsion, Inovi,
Select Technolo-
gies, and PMP-
MA to streamline
things and make
maximum benefit from the mobile industry in Pa-
kistan to enhance economic progress and make the
country self-sufficient in the mobile phone manu-
facturing.

The proposed task force would be responsible
for finalising Mobile Device Policy 2.0, simplify-
ing tax and LC procedures, developing an export
roadmap, setting up skill-development centres, and
launching a ‘Mobile for All’ digital-inclusion ini-
tiative.

tima

Shaza
Minister for IT & Telecommunications

Expected Economic Impact (Next 5 Years)

Exports Up to USD 5 billion annually
Eﬁplwment . 155.000 new jobs )
Foreign-Exchange Savings . USD 1.5 billion per year

New Investment . USD 500 million FOI

Public Benefit . Affordable phones, wider internef access

The industry is expected to generate $5 billion
in exports, create 150,000 new jobs, and save $1.5
billion in foreign exchange annually. Additionally,
it plans to invest $500 million in foreign direct in-
vestments. The goal is to provide affordable, reli-
able, and up-to-date handsets with expanded inter-
net access.

Visionary leaders like Muzaffar Piracha and
Aamir Allahwala strongly believe that with stable
policies and entrepreneurial foresight, Pakistan can
compete globally
in high-tech man-
vfacturing. Their
companies have
not only manu-
factured phones
but have also cre-
ated opportuni-
ties, employment,
and credibility for
Pakistan’s digital
future.

While Paki-
stan’s mobile device industry has become a thriving
production centre, progress is in jeopardy without
government intervention to address policy gaps. By
implementing Mobile Device Policy 2.0 and sup-
porting industry pioneers like Airlink and Trans-
sion, Pakistan can boost job creation, foreign ex-
change savings, export growth, and realise the full
potential of Digital Pakistan.

The Pakistan Mobile Phone Manufacturers
Association (PMPMA), representing 33 mobile
phone brands, plays a crucial role in transforming
the technology landscape of the country. PMPMA
members have created thousands of jobs and cater
to 95% of Pakistan’s demand for 2G, 3G, and 4G
phones.

They fully support the government’s initiatives
to enhance tax revenues and address fiscal deficits.
Their industry is committed to contributing over
PKR 75 billion to the national exchequer in future

With global supply chains evolving, countries
like Pakistan are well-positioned for growth. How-
ever, addressing these issues is imperative. It is not
solely about local policies but also about demon-
strating to the world that Pakistan is prepared to be
a global contender.

Aamir Allahwala :
CEO Transsion Group Pakistan
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- FBR cracks down
on individuals with

lavish lifestyles and
extravagant weddings
to prevent tax evasion

therecentextravagantweddingofabureaucrat’sdaughter,
where approximately Rs. 248 million was spent. This
lavish event took place at a time when millions of people
in Pakistan were struggling with inflation, unemployment,

and a lack of basic amenities

he Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has ini-
tiated a crackdown on individuals display-
ing lavish lifestyles on social media while
reporting low taxable incomes.

The FBR is closely monitoring over 100,000 social
media accounts to identify those whose living patterns
do not match their declared earnings. FBR officials
have prepared four tax evasion cases involving social
media users from Rawalpindi, Lahore, Bahawalpur,
and Islamabad, where a significant difference be-
tween the source of income and visible lifestyle has
been seen. The crackdown also includes the son of a
prominent politician from South Punjab, whose case
is nearing completion for legal action in the next stage.

The Intelligence and Investigation Directorate of
the FBR is leading this crackdown, generating an av-
erage of three to four tax evasion cases daily. Financial
data from wedding halls, dress designers, and beauty
salons is being collected to track expenses related to
social events. Despite attempts to delete evidence, offi-
cials have secured enough data for their investigations.
This campaign is part of Pakistan's broader strategy to
improve tax compliance and ensure that individuals
with extravagant lifestyles contribute to national reve-
nue as tax on their wealth.

One of the biggest challenges for the FBR is to in-
vestigate the recent extravagant wedding of a bureau-
crat’s daughter, where approximately Rs. 248 million
was spent. This lavish event took place at a time when
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millions of people in Pakistan were struggling with in-
flation, unemployment, and a lack of basic amenities.
A senior government official, who remains unnamed
in the media, organised this opulent wedding, raising
concerns about the fairness of the tax system and the
disparity in wealth distribution.

The FBR must now address individuals who en-
gage in excessive spending on weddings, as it not only
highlights potential tax evasion but also exacerbates
the financial divide between the affluent and the less
fortunate. The elite class in Pakistan often leads lav-
ish lifestyles without discharging their tax obligations,
creating a parallel economy that undermines the
country’s financial stability. The public is calling for
transparency and accountability in addressing this is-
sue. When will the hidden wealth of the elite be traced
out, and what steps will the government take to recti-
fy this imbalance? The burden of taxation should not
solely be put on the common people, but measures are
needed to ensure that all citizens contribute their fair
share to the nation’s development.

The Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) in Pakistan
is scrutinising a senior government official’s daugh-
ter's wedding, estimated to have cost PKR 248 million,
due to concerns over tax evasion. The FBR flagged
the event because neither the official nor his daughter
declared such expenditure in their tax returns, and no
record of applicable taxes was found. The wedding’s
expenses included lavish decorations, designer cloth-

ECONOMY |

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

FLARE REPORT | |
ing, and significant jewellery, with sources suggesting
payments were made in cash to avoid detection. This
case exemplifies the FBR’s new “Lifestyle Monitoring
Cell,” which uses social media to identify high-income
individuals whose spending exceeds their declared in-
come and assets.

The highly lavish wedding of the daughter of a se-
nior Pakistani government official cost an estimated
Rs 248 million (24 crore 80 lakh) when the country is
in a deep economic crisis, and has a stark gap between
the elite’s extravagant lifestyles and the minimal tax
contributions by the rich in this class.

According to reports, the Federal Board of Reve-
nue (FBR)—which has started targeting such “black
holes”—has taken notice of this high-profile wedding
comprising six grand events.

The FBR has found the spending to include Rs 40
million on décor and venues, Rs 30 million on meals
for 400 guests, Rs 30 million on designer outfits, and
a staggering Rs 80 million on diamond and gold jew-
ellery. Makeup, entertainment, and photography cost
another Rs 30 million, while invitations, gifts, and cre-
ative consultancy added Rs 28 million, pushing total
expenses beyond Rs 248 million.

Despite the extravagant venues, fireworks, gour-
met menus, drone light shows, and cinema-style video
shoots, neither the official nor his daughter disclosed
any legitimate income sources or tax declarations to
justify these expenses. Vendors were reportedly paid
in cash with no invoices to avoid scrutiny.

FBR officials have prepared four
tax evasion cases involving social
media users from Rawalpindi,
Lahore, Bahawalpur, and
Islamabad, where a significant
gap between reported income and
visible lifestyle was observed

The bride also travelled to Canada, the UK, Mexi-
co, and the UAE, reflecting a lifestyle far beyond what
is declared in tax returns.

Tax officials say this case highlights how Pakistan’s
wealthy hide massive spending on weddings, foreign
travel, property, and jewellery—creating a parallel,
untaxed economy that remains invisible to the system.

The official and his daughter have not declared
these expenditures in their tax returns. No taxes were
paid on the wedding expenses or the wealth funding
them. Sources indicate vendors were paid in cash to
evade tax scrutiny, a common tactic for tax evasion.
The FBR has initiated an investigation into the case as
an example of blatant tax evasion.

This scrutiny is part of the FBR’s new “Lifestyle
Monitoring Cell,” which uses social media to identify
discrepancies between individuals’ declared incomes
and their spending on luxury goods and events.

The goal is to address the gap between the life-
styles of the wealthy and their relatively low tax con-
tributions, which has contributed to the country’s
weak tax-to-GDP ratio.

On the other hand, diamond sets and a drone light
show at a near-million-dollar wedding have become
evidence for Pakistan’s tax authorities under a new
“Lifestyle Monitoring Cell” tasked with scanning so-
cial media for lavish spenders, officials said.

A team of 40 investigators from the country’s
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has started scouring
Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube posts this week to
match influencers, celebrities, realtors, and business-
people with disproportionate filings.

“It’s open-source — their Instagram accounts are a
public declaration,” one senior FBR official said, add-
ing that tax evasion cases can be opened up in a mat-
ter of hours. The FBR did not respond to a Reuters
request for comment.

The monitoring cell has been formed to address
Pakistan’s chronic inability to meet revenue collection
targets and to help meet tougher goals set in this year’s
International Monetary Fund-backed budget.

The country has one of the lowest tax-to-GDP ra-
tios in Asia, a chronic weakness that has forced it into
nearly two dozen IMF programmes. Less than 2% of
the country pays its income tax.
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Hirst-ever Pak-China fashion

To promote cultural exchange and understanding between the two nations, they organise
events such as educational programes, training sessions, and more. Recently, both countries
hosted a fashion show at the historic Great Wall of China set against the golden autumn
skies to showcase China’s culture, heritage, history, and progress. This event aimed to
strengthen the bond between the people of Pakistan and China

akistan and China have maintained a

strong and friendly relationship since

China’s establishment of independence,

with Pakistan being the first country to
recognise China. As a result, China has consistent-
ly supported Pakistan in various fields. To promote
cultural exchange and understanding between the
two nations, they organise events such as educa-
tional programs, training sessions, and more. Re-
cently, both countries hosted a fashion show at
the historic Great Wall of China, set against the
golden autumn skies, to showcase China’s culture,
heritage, history, and progress. This event aimed
to strengthen the bond between the people of Pa-
kistan and China.

The historic Great Wall of China was trans-
formed into a runway for a joint fashion show by
Pakistan and China, showcasing a blend of tradi-
tion, creativity, and cultural diplomacy.

The event, organised by the Pakistan Embas-
sy in Beijing and the China International Cultur-
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al Communication Centre (CICCC), featured top
Pakistani designers such as Maheen Khan, Moaz-
zam Abbasi, Ayesha Tariq, Rizwaullah, and Zain
Hashmi, who presented collections inspired by

Pakistan Ambassador to China
Khalil Hashmi emphasised the
historie significance of the event,
coinciding with sixty years since
the first Pakistani dignitary visited
the Badaling section of the
Great Wall

Mughal motifs and Chinese aesthetics. This event
was hailed as a symbol of friendship and cultural
collaboration, marking a creative milestone in Pa-
kistan-China relations.

The show took place at the iconic Badaling sec-
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tion of the Great Wall, symbolising the deep-root-
ed cultural and creative connection between the
two nations. The event attracted senior Chinese
officials, diplomats, business leaders, and media
representatives, showcasing the strengthening cul-
tural and commercial ties between Pakistan and
China.

Pakistan Ambassador to China Khalil Hashmi
emphasised the historic significance of the event,
coinciding with sixty years since the first Pakistani
dignitary visited the Badaling section of the Great
Wall.

Chairman of the China International Cultural
Communication Centre, Long Yuxiang, highlight-
ed the strong China-Pakistan Strategic Coopera-
tive Partnership and expressed a commitment to
further collaboration in exploring traditional aes-
thetics and modern fashion trends. The event at
Badaling marked sixty years of friendship and a
new chapter in creative cooperation between the
two nations.
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vivo V60: The portrait powerhouse
that's ready for real life

iving in a world where every moment
is camera-worthy, the vivo V60 steps in
as your all-in-one portrait companion.
Co-engineered with ZEISS, this sleek
device goes beyond a traditional smartphone, it’s
a real-life story-capturing machine! Add a refined

design, next-level durability, and intelligent every-
day features, and you’ve got a phone that under-
stands your needs and elevates your experience.

The power to frame every moment

The vivo V60 is built for those who capture
emotion, energy, and moments that matter. At its
heart is the Pro-Grade ZEISS Portrait System, de-
livering exceptional results in any setting. Whether
you're in the crowd at a concert or soaking in the
vibe at a festival, the 50 MP ZEISS Super Telephoto
Camera’s wide £/2.65 aperture and large 1/1.953”
sensor keep shots clear and well-lit, even from a
distance in tricky lighting. For closer, more inti-
mate shots, the 85 mm ZEISS Portrait offers beau-
tiful background separation and clarity, perfect for

weddings, family gatherings, or spontaneous mo-
ments. Want to record your favorite idol mid-per-
formance? The new 10x Telephoto Stage Portrait
keeps skin tones natural and highlights balanced.
And when travel calls, Landscape Portrait balances
subject and scenery for Instagram-ready memories.

Telephoto Wedding Portrait

With five professional-grade focal lengths from 23
mm to 100 mm, it’s like carrying a complete por-
trait studio in your pocket.

After the click, creativity continues with the Al
Creativity Suite. Switch seasons with Four-Season
Portrait, erase distractions, reframe with AT Magic
Move, or expand your image in a tap. One moment
you’re under sakura in Tokyo, the next you're on
a Sri Lankan beach, walking through Canada’s au-
tumn maples, or standing before a snow-covered
Eiffel Tower— all poweredby the Al Image Studio.

Premium design, everyday comfort

The V60 brings vivo’s signature design language
to life in a form that feels premium yet practical.
Its Equal-Depth Quad Curved Screen features

extremely-narrow bezels and a precise 41° curva-
ture on all four corners, delivering an immersive
viewing experience without sacrificing comfort in
hand.

It's the kind of phone you enjoy holding as
much as using. vivo’s smart anti-mistouch algo-

Fully Charged Battery

9h

Mavigation PUEG

10h 22h

YouTube

rithm makes accidental screen taps a thing of the
past, while the minimalist Star Trail Camera Mod-
ule keeps the design clean and cohesive, occupying
less than 9% of the back panel.

Ready for whatever life throws your way

Everyday life comes with its share of bumps,
spills, and surprises. That’s why the V60 is built
tough. Reinforced with Diamond Shield Glass and
a Comprehensive Cushioning Structure, it’s the
most drop-resistant V Series phone yet.

Waterproof and dustproof, it can survive
submersion in up to 1.5 meters of water for 120
minutes. Smart features like One-Tap Water Ejec-
tion and Dust Removal use high-frequency sound
waves to keep your device clean and ready.

vivo V60 Lite 5G — Your travel

portrait perfect partner

n a world where every moment deserves to be

captured beautifully and shared instantly, the

vivo V60 Lite 5G emerges as the ideal com-

panion for creators, travelers, and photogra-
phy lovers alike. Designed to balance elegance,
performance, and power, this smartphone deliv-
ers a truly premium experience at every touch.
Whether you are exploring a new destination,
creating content on the go, or simply living in the
moment the vivo V60 Lite 5G ensures you never
miss a shot.

ViVO V60 Lite 6o

Capture brilliance anywhere with 50 MP
Sony IMX882 camera

The vivo V60 Lite 5G redefines mobile pho-
tography with its 50 MP Sony IMX882 Camera
featuring AI Aura Light Portrait technology. This
intelligent lighting system adapts to your surround-
ings to provide balanced light ensuring every por-
trait looks professional, whether you are in bright
sunlight or dim indoor settings. From golden hour
selfies to nighttime group shots, the V60 Lite 5G
automatically enhances your subject’s features
while maintaining natural tones and sharp details.

And for selfie lovers, the 32 MP HD Front
Camera captures crystal-clear, true-to-life por-
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traits. Whether you are video calling from a café
or snapping quick selfies during your travels, the
V60 Lite 5G makes sure you always look your
best, effortlessly.

Seamless multitasking with MediaTek di-
mensity 7360-turbo

Powered by the MediaTek dimensity 7360-tur-
bo 5G processor, the vivo V60 Lite 5G ensures
smooth and responsive performance across every
task. From capturing 4K videos and editing pho-
tos to switching between apps or streaming your

vivé V60 Lite &)

favorite shows, the device delivers a consistently
lag-free experience. This means you can create,
connect, and explore without interruptions.

Power that travels with you

For travelers and on-the-go users, battery life
is everything and the vivo V60 Lite delivers big.
The massive 6500 mAh battery provides all-day
reliability, perfect for long trips, content shoots,
or endless social scrolling. When it’s time to re-
charge, the 90W FlashCharge technology ensures
you are back to full power in no time giving you
the freedom to stay focused on your adventures,
not your battery level.

Combined with 12GB RAM + 256GB storage
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and vivo’s 50-month smooth experience optimiza-
tion, the V60 Lite 5G offers a fast, fluid, and stable
experience even after years of use. Whether it’s
multitasking or storing thousands of photos and
videos, you will always have speed and space on
your side.

Design that defines sophistication

The vivo V60 Lite 5G is more than just pow-
erful it’s crafted to impress. Its elegant design aes-
thetics and premium colours make it a true style
statement, while the exquisite transparent cam-

i ) % o
era module adds a futuristic touch. The slim flat
screen design ensures comfort in every grip, and
the 120 Hz infinity AMOLED display delivers
smooth scrolling, vivid colors, and cinematic visu-
als that elevate your viewing experience.

‘Whether you are watching content, gaming, or
editing photos, the display brings every detail to
life sharp, bright, and beautifully immersive.

‘With its blend of powerful performance, inno-
vative camera technology, and elegant aesthetics,
the vivo V60 Lite 5G stands out as a true embod-
iment of “Travel Portrait So Pro”. It’s crafted for
those who love to explore, create, and express
themselves wherever life takes them.
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he role of tech-
nology in the
hospitality indus-
try is becoming
increasingly vital, with
hotels depending on it for

it to decide where to stay.
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nological  advancements
has impacted various sec-
tors, such as financial ser-
vices. However, the hospi-
tality industry — known
for its warmth and personal

ed, now facing the need to

—===2with hospitality industry ==z

In the future, technology
will be a core part of hotel

professionalise its processes
and offer increasingly per-

=iniet {0 provide cost-effective, =i
quality service

pectations, cost pressures,
workforce limitations, and
sustainability =~ demands.
Hoteliers face pressure to
adopt technology that en-
hances guest satisfaction,
reduces costs, generates
new revenue streams, and
supports  environmental
sustainability.

This write-up exam-
ines key technology trends
shaping the hospitality sec-
tor in 2026, supported by
recent data and practical
tips, with an emphasis on
Pakistan and South Asia. It
highlights the significance
of Al, smart room features,
IoT devices, integrated
technology systems, mo-
bile check-in, sustainability

tech, ancillary services, and
the unique challenges and
opportunities in the South P
Asian market. Al is no lon- &
ger experimental in hospi-
tality, with hotels planning
large-scale  deployments
across various functions.
Nearly 9 in 10 hoteliers de-
sire to implement new Al
solutions, including chat-
bots, messaging, pricing op-
timisation, and operational
decision-making. Yet, frag-
mented systems challenge
achieving Al's full poten-
tial, underscoring the need
for integrated tools.

Smart room features
and IoT devices provide
personalised guest experi-
ences and operational effi-
ciencies when implement-
ed effectively. Energy and

Nearly 9 out of 10 hoteliers desire to implement new
Al solutions, including chatbots, messaging, pricing
optimisation, and operational decision-making. However,
fragmented systems pose a challenge to realising the full
potential of Al, highlighting the need for integrated toolsets

Hotels, airlines, cruise
lines, and tour operators
must adapt to a market
demanding faster response
times and 24/7 service. It is
no longer enough to simply
be available; the challenge
is to raise service standards
and provide additional
functions that surpass ex-
pectations.

Globally, Al in hospi-
tality is expanding rapidly.
B It is expected to grow from
s US$15.69 billion in 2024 to
over US$20 billion in 2025,
with a compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) of
around 30%.

For hotel chains, which
amass large amounts of
data such as guests’ check-
in and check-out dates,
names, ages, and countries
of origin, there is an op-
portunity to leverage data
on destination preferences,
dietary restrictions, or per-
sonal habits to enhance rec-
ommendations throughout
the travel experience.

Imagine greeting re-
turning guests by name and
offering a menu featuring
their favourite dishes. Ad-
ditionally, knowing their
allergies enables hotels
to prevent discomfort by
avoiding certain ingredi-
ents. These details go be-
yond efficiency; they create
authentic, personalised,
and memorable experienc-
es.

Simultaneously, tech-
nology can be a valuable

occupancy Sensors, pre-
dictive maintenance, and

mobile or voice-controlled rooms can lead to energy
savings, reduced maintenance costs, and higher guest
satisfaction. Integrated tech stacks are vital for maxi-
mising the value of hotel tech investments. Real-time
analytics and personalised marketing across property
management systems, customer relationship manage-
ment, revenue management, and other tools facili-
tate effective decision-making. Mapping all systems,
prioritising integrations, and utilising middleware or
integration platforms can streamline operations and
improve guest experiences.

Mobile check-in, digital keys, in-app ordering, and
mobile payments are now standard in the hospitality
industry, driven by guest preferences and operational
benefits. Offering these services to loyalty members
and direct bookers, ensuring seamless transition be-
tween digital and human interactions, and integrating
mobile payments with billing systems can enhance
guest experiences and streamline operations. Sus-
tainability technologies, such as LED retrofits, smart
controls, water and energy dashboards, and wellness
features, are gaining traction due to cost savings and
alignment with guests’ desires for eco-friendly stays.
Promoting wellness initiatives, expanding ancillary
services, and offering modern payment options can
boost revenue and guest satisfaction. In the South
Asian market, mobile-first strategies, cloud solutions,
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burgeoning domestic tourism, infrastructure con-
straints, payment complexities, and skills develop-
ment are vital for successful technological adoption.
Leveraging regional support, integrating local pay-
ment methods, conducting pilot programmes, and
upskilling staff can help hotels in Pakistan and South
Asia remain competitive and meet changing guest
needs. To succeed in the technology-driven hospitality
landscape of 2026, hotels must prioritise strategic tech

Mobile check-in, digital keys, in-
app ordering, and mobile pay-
ments are becoming standard

services in the hospitality industry,
driven by strong traveller prefer-
ences and operational efficiencies

adoption, integration, and measurement. By linking
systems, piloting Al solutions, enhancing mobile guest
experiences, and investing in staff training, hotels can
position themselves for revenue growth, cost savings,
and improved guest satisfaction. The coming months
are crucial for preparing for a future where technolo-
gy plays a central role in delivering memorable guest
experiences and operational efficiencies.

The advent of artificial intelligence and other tech-
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tool for employees, allow-

ing quicker and easier ac-
cess to information needed to deliver better service.
Tourists can swiftly inquire about amenity schedules,
restaurant menus, extra service costs, and more. The
guest experience hinges on the speed and clarity of in-
formation provided by staff, which fosters satisfaction
and loyalty.

Undoubtedly, virtual agents have improved cus-
tomer service by answering general queries in real
time. However, technology has not replaced human
contact. Employees still bring warmth and empathy
to the service, finding a trustworthy partner in Al and
digital tools.

Today, the integration of Al goes beyond automa-
tion. It provides the analysis of consumption patterns,
the prediction of seasonal demand, and even dynamic
pricing strategies that help hotels optimise occupancy
and revenue.

Technological hospitality doesn’t aim to replace
the human role, but rather to provide better tools that
enhance the quality of service and the ability to iden-
tify the needs of a more demanding omnichannel con-
sumer. The key is building the capacity of employees
through training and transforming their work experi-
ence. This, in turn, will help them to truly transform
the guest experience. This shift marks the beginning of
a new era where innovation and guests’ needs coexist
at the heart of hospitality.
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. Overseas employment

rules made strict
to prevent illegal
recruitments

The internet and social media boom have provided new
avenues for job seekers in Pakistan for both domestically
and internationally. A quick online search for “foreign
jobs for Pakistanis” or “work abroad opportunities for
Pakistanis” yields numerous results: enticing job postings,
Facebook pages promising immediate hiring, Instagram
posts advertising attractive offers, and WhatsApp groups
filled with supposed vacancies

he rapid expansion of internet services and
social media worldwide has enabled mil-
lions of job seekers to search for opportuni-
ties abroad directly. However, it has also led
to the proliferation of fake job advertisements, result-
ing in online fraud, exploitation, and even human
trafficking. Addressing online recruitment scams re-
quires proactive monitoring of dubious recruitment
practices and strong international collaboration be-
tween countries of origin, transit, and destination.
The majority of victims come from countries such as
Pakistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.
The internet and social media boom have provid-
ed new avenues for job seekers in Pakistan, both do-
mestically and internationally. A quick online search
for “foreign jobs for Pakistanis” or “work abroad op-
portunities for Pakistanis” yields numerous results:
enticing job postings, Facebook pages promising
immediate hiring, Instagram posts advertising at-
tractive offers, and WhatsApp groups filled with sup-
posed vacancies. While the digital space may seem
full of promises at first glance, a closer examination
reveals a troubling reality. Many of these listings are
unverifiable, deceptive, or outright fraudulent, expos-
ing potential migrants to online scams, abuse, and
trafficking. How the online job market, often the ini-
tial destination for aspiring migrants, has become a
hotspot for exploitation, where misinformation and
false hope flourish in an inadequately regulated dig-
ital environment.
Pakistan ranks among the top countries for out-
going labour migration globally, fostered by insti-
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tutional structures that promote and find suitable
overseas placements. According to the Bureau of
Emigration & Overseas Employment (BEOE), near-
ly nine million Pakistani workers left the country be-
tween 2011 and 2024, with the majority preferring
the Gulf countries. The recruitment for foreign em-
ployment is primarily facilitated by registered private
intermediaries known as Overseas Employment Pro-
moters (OEPs), which connect Pakistani job seekers
with international employers.

‘While the BEOE manages and regularly verifies
these licenses to safeguard job seekers, fraudulent
agents operate side by side. A combination of high
demand for overseas employment, limited legal mi-
gration pathways to certain destinations, structural
gaps in formal recruitment channels, and inadequate
awareness among job seekers about legitimate pro-
cesses has created an environment for unlicensed re-
cruitment agents to thrive in the dubious business. In
some instances, the line between fake and legitimate
agents may be blurred, depending on the level of in-
formality in their operations. The USA, EU, Middle
East, and Gulf states have already taken strict mea-
sures to control the fake job seekers and fake visa di-
lemma. The USA, EU, Middle East, and Gulf states
have already implemented stringent measures to
combat the issue of fake job seekers and fraudulent
visas.

To address this issue, the Ministry of Human
Resources and Emiratisation (MoHRE) has studied
to align the start dates of employment contracts and
residency permits as part of its “Zero Bureaucracy”
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program, which aims to streamline procedures, en-
hance service efficiency, and better cater to customer
needs. During a meeting, the ministry issued a stern
warning against falling prey to fraudulent recruit-
ment schemes, highlighting that criminal groups tar-
get job seekers with counterfeit job offers, contracts,
or residency documents in exchange for money.

MOoHRE urged individuals to verify the authen-
ticity of any job offer before proceeding. It empha-
sised that any legitimate offer must be issued by the
Ministry of Human Resources and Emiratisation
and accompanied by an official work entry permit.

“If someone offers you a job in the UAE, ensure
the offer is through MoHRE and that you receive
an entry permit for employment. A tourist or visit
visa does not grant you the right to work in the UAE.
‘Working while on a visit or tourist visa could expose
you to fines and legal action.”

During a recent session of the Customer Coun-
cil, MoHRE explored ways to enhance its Business
Package Services, aimed at simplifying and expe-
diting procedures for managing employees in pri-
vate-sector companies. This is facilitated through
the “Work Package” platform, a comprehensive dig-
ital system designed to streamline HR and business
management processes for private enterprises across
the UAE.

The session was attended by Khalil Al Khoori,
Undersecretary for Human Resources Affairs, Mo-
hammed Saqr Al Nuaimi, Assistant Undersecretary
for Support Services, and nearly 100 stakeholders
from various sectors.

MoHRE'’s Customer Council holds monthly
sessions, each dedicated to improving one of the
ministry’s key services. In the first half of 2025, the
ministry organised 23 sessions—both in-person and
virtual—with around 2,400 participants.

Since the initiative was taken in 2022, MoHRE
has conducted 140 sessions, engaging over 23,000
stakeholders to address challenges and propose solu-
tions for continuous service enhancement.

The ministry emphasised that these councils are
central to its strategy of developing a robust, us-
er-centred service ecosystem, leveraging customer
feedback to drive ongoing improvement. It is also
enhancing the “Customer Voice” system to efficient-
ly track, manage, and address feedback through mul-
tiple user-friendly communication channels.

MoHRE highlighted that Customer Councils
are fundamental to its efforts to enhance engage-
ment, satisfaction, and participation in alignment
with the UAE Government’s vision for proactive,
human-centred public services and the Zero Bureau-
cracy agenda.

Addressing online recruitment
scams requires proactive
monitoring of dubious
recruitment practices and strong
international collaboration
between countries of origin,
transit, and destination. The
majority of victims come from
countries such as Pakistan,
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and
Sri Lanka

The councils play a crucial role in sustaining
the ministry’s success in public service innovation,
particularly in adopting digital transformation and
artificial intelligence throughout all service delivery
stages. The objective is to transform services into
proactive and direct digital experiences, centred on
customer needs, and to reinforce the UAE’s position
as one of the best countries globally to live and work.

The platform enables participants to express
opinions, share ideas, and suggest improvements,
fostering a sense of ownership and collaboration in
government service development. Discussions have
also covered key topics such as the Domestic Work-
ers Law, the Voluntary Savings Scheme, and proce-
dures related to renewing or modifying family resi-
dence permits and Golden Visas.
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Pakistan achieves
successful launch
of hyperspectral
imaging satellite

f

The HS-1 satellite, launched from the Jiuquan Satellite

LaunchCentrein China,issettorevolutionise environmental
monitoring, urban planning, and agricultural management
in Pakistan. The satellite’s advanced hyperspectral imaging
capabilities promise to provide detailed insights into various
aspects of the country’s landscape

akistan achieved a significant milestone in
its space exploration journey by successful-
ly launching its first hyperspectral imaging
satellite, HS-1, in collaboration with China.
This launch marks the country’s third successful or-
bital mission this year, following the EQ and KS-1
satellites, all launched with Chinese support. The
event highlights the deepening technological part-
nership between Pakistan and China, raising ques-
tions about the long-term implications for Pakistan.

The HS-1 satellite, launched from the Jiuguan
Satellite Launch Centre in China, is set to revolutio-
nise environmental monitoring, urban planning, and
agricultural management in Pakistan. The satellite’s
advanced hyperspectral imaging capabilities promise
to provide detailed insights into various aspects of
the country’s landscape.

During a special ceremony organised by SUPAR-
CO in Islamabad, Space Technology Secretary Brig
Aftab hailed the launch as a historic moment for
Pakistan’s space endeavours. He emphasised the sat-
ellite’s potential to enhance Pakistan’s observational
capabilities and contribute to self-reliance in space
technology, aligning with the country’s National
Space Policy and Vision 2047.

Equipped with cutting-edge sensors capturing
data across 130 spectral bands, HS-1 is designed to
monitor natural disasters, climate change impacts,
urban development, and agricultural productivity.
The satellite’s hyperspectral data will enable more
accurate crop monitoring, soil analysis, and water
resource management, potentially boosting agri-
cultural yields by up to 30%. The successful launch
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of HS-1 underscores Pakistan’s growing space pro-
gramme, which includes the EO-1 and KS-1 satel-
lites launched earlier in the year. These missions re-
flect Pakistan’s commitment to advancing its space
capabilities and aligning with its long-term space
vision.

According to a statement from the Foreign Of-
fice, the satellite launch marks a historic milestone
in Pakistan's space programme. It said the satellite,
developed by SUPARCO, is equipped with state-of-
the-art hyperspectral imaging technology capable of
capturing highly precise data across hundreds of nar-
row spectral bands.

The spokesperson said that HS-1 will enable
accurate analysis of land use, crop health, water re-
sources, and urban development, helping Pakistan
make data-driven decisions for sustainable growth.
The satellite will also play a vital role in China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC) development proj-
ects by assisting in land monitoring, hazard identi-
fication, and infrastructure planning, the statement
added.

Moreover, Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar
congratulated Pakistani and Chinese scientists and
technical experts on the successful launch. In his
message, he praised their dedication, professional-
ism, and exemplary collaboration on the HS-1 proj-
ect.

The Foreign Office noted that the successful
launch of HS-1 represents a new chapter in Pakistan’s
space exploration efforts and reaffirms SUPARCO’s
commitment to utilising advanced space technology
for the country’s socio-economic development and
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national progress.

Hyperspectral imaging represents a leap beyond
the capabilities of conventional satellites. While
standard remote-sensing craft capture broad swaths
of visible light, HS-1 peers across hundreds of nar-
row spectral bands, from ultraviolet to infrared. This
allows it to detect subtle chemical signatures in soil,
vegetation, and water, distinctions invisible to the
naked eye or simpler sensors. SUPARCO officials
describe it as a tool for precision agriculture, where
farmers in Punjab or Sindh could map nutrient defi-
ciencies in crops with pinpoint accuracy, potentially
boosting yields by up to 20 percent. In disaster-prone
areas like the Indus basin, it promises early warnings
for floods and landslides, drawing on data to predict
erosion patterns or glacial melt in the north. Urban
planners in Karachi or Lahore might use its scans
to track heat islands or pollution plumes, informing
decisions on green spaces or infrastructure.

These applications align neatly with Pakistan’s
Vision 2047, SUPARCQ’s blueprint for positioning
the country as a mid-tier space player by mid-cen-
tury. The satellite integrates into an expanding fleet
that includes the 2018-launched PRSS-1, enhancing
Pakistan’s ability to monitor its own territory with-
out relying on foreign providers. At a time when cli-
mate change exacerbates floods and droughts, such
self-reliance in data collection could prove invalu-
able. The launch also ties directly into the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor, or CPEC, where HS-1’s
geo-hazard mapping will identify risks along routes
snaking through Baluchistan’s rugged terrain, from
seismic faults to landslide-prone slopes. This is not
abstract; CPEC projects, valued at over $60 billion,
have already faced delays from natural disruptions,
and better forecasting could safeguard investments.

Yet the story extends beyond utility. China’s role
in this venture reflects a broader strategy of techno-
logical outreach, one that contrasts sharply with the
barriers erected by the West. The United States has
intensified export controls on dual-use technologies
since 2022, targeting semiconductors and advanced
computing that could fuel military advancements in
China. By October 2025, these measures will have
expanded to include high-bandwidth memory and
dynamic random-access chips, with “foreign direct
product rules” ensnaring even third-country firms
like those in South Korea operating on Chinese soil.

Pakistan finds in China a willing partner un-
bound by such restrictions. Beijing’s openness ex-
tends to space tech, where it has launched over a
dozen Pakistani payloads since 2018, fostering trans-
fers of know-how that SUPARCO could scarcely af-
ford alone. This collaboration empowers Islamabad
to build surveillance capacities in a neighbourhood
shadowed by India, whose space programme boasts
over 50 active satellites, including military reconnais-
sance birds like RISAT.

SUPARCO chief hailed the launch
as a historic moment for
Pakistan’s space endeavours. He
emphasised the satellite’s
potential to enhance Pakistan’s
observational capabilities and
contribute to self-reliance in space
technology, aligning with the

country’s National Space Policy
and Vision 2047

Pakistan's satellite programme accelerates not in
isolation, but through alliances that sidestep West-
ern gatekeeping. Yet mutual innovation demands
more than launches. True partnership would involve
joint R&D hubs, where Pakistani talent contributes
as equals, not just beneficiaries. Beijing has shown
willingness in other realms, like the digital Silk Road,
but space remains a realm of guarded secrets. HS-1's
ascent is a reminder that space, once the preserve of
superpowers, now democratises through such qui-
et collaborations. For Pakistan, it offers pathways
to resilience amid environmental and economic
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its greenery to heavy ur-
banisation and population
growth, and now struggles
each winter under a toxic
grey sky. During the winter
season, Lahore is engulfed
in a thick blanket of smog,
leading to school closures
and confining millions in-
doors. Efforts were made
last year to clear the haze
through artificial rainfall,
but the impact was mini-
mal. Smog has wide-rang-
ing impacts on health, the
economy, and the environ-
ment. Prolonged exposure
to smog can result in respi-
ratory and cardiovascular
diseases, while high levels
of lead and sulfur in the
air can cause neurological
issues.

Additionally, smog hin-
ders the process of photo-
synthesis in plants and crop §
growth, posing a threat to %
food security. Authorities
believe that the implemen-
tation of this technology
could significantly reduce
cases of asthma, lung in-
fections, and heart disease,
providing residents with
temporary relief from
pollution levels that often
reach “hazardous” levels
on the Air Quality Index,
only because of early win-

ter smog.
Hammad Nagi Khan,
Director-General of

WWF-Pakistan, expressed
that while anti-smog guns
are innovative, they are
costly, require substantial
water consumption, and

Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif commended
the Environmental Protection Force for the successful test,
their prompt response and dedication to environmental
conservation. The successful trial of the anti-smog guns
marks a crucial step towards implementing similar

measures across the pI'OViIlCG

VUsi: Punjab’s anti-smog s
st gUN INtlative may not s
be effective without
strict measures to

combat air pollution

burning, and brick kilns are
major contributors to air
pollution in Pakistan. The
country’s reliance on low-
grade Euro-2 diesel fuels
exacerbates the issue, with
outdated transport sys-
tems and the recycling in-
dustry further contributing
to pollution levels. Urban
areas bear the brunt of air
pollution due to concen-
trated emission sources,
while rural regions benefit
from natural air dilution.
Addressing these sources
of pollution is crucial to
improving air quality and
safeguarding public health.

Smog is not a phenom-
enon unique to Pakistan. In
the 1950s and 1960s, indus-
trialised nations such as the
US, UK, China and Japan
also grappled with similar
challenges due to rapid in-
dustrialisation. These coun-
tries implemented strong
air quality monitoring sys-
. tems, introduced stringent
regulations, and enforced
. compliance to combat air
¢ pollution.

Europe’s stringent air
quality standards and con-
' tinuous monitoring have

significantly reduced smog.
By adopting similar strat-
egies and learning from
these success stories, Paki-
stan can effectively address
its air pollution crisis.
Pakistan is part of var-
ious international forums
under the United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP). Initiatives like the

are ineffective unless strict

measures are taken to address agricultural field burn-
ing, garbage burning, and industrial pollution. He
emphasised the need for heavy fines on polluting in-
dustries and the enforcement of strict regulations on
hotels, restaurants, and BBQ set-ups to control smoke
emissions. Without these measures, the Punjab gov-
ernment’s investment in expensive anti-smog guns
may not yield positive results.

The Punjab government spent over Rs45 million
on each anti-smog gun imported from China, with
the total cost varying based on the number of units
purchased. While specific budget details were not
disclosed, reports confirm significant expenses were
made to purchase these machines. Khan highlighted
that the quality of petrol and diesel in Pakistan does
not meet international standards, contributing to air
pollution. He emphasised that vehicle emissions pose
a significant threat to human health. In a significant
breakthrough in combating air pollution, Punjab suc-
cessfully conducted the first test of anti-smog guns,
resulting in a notable improvement in air quality in
Lahore’s Kahna area.

The experiment, led by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA), saw a substantial drop in the Air
Quality Index (AQI) in Kahna from 667 to 170 within
minutes of the spraying operation.

Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
commended the Environmental Protection Force for
the successful test, their prompt response and dedi-
cation to environmental conservation. The success-
ful trial of the anti-smog guns marks a crucial step
towards implementing similar measures across the
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province. The use of face masks has been made man-
datory for traffic police and sanitation workers in Pun-
jab as smog levels worsen in Lahore and other cities,
according to an official statement.

Punjab, particularly Lahore, experiences a recur-
ring “smog season” from October to February, driv-
en by various factors including crop-residue burning,
vehicular emissions, and stagnant winter weather
conditions. Lahore has introduced anti-smog guns to
combat airborne pollutants, with initial reports indi-
cating a significant reduction in air pollution levels.
Authorities are hopeful that the use of anti-smog guns
will help mitigate air pollution, although challenges

Prolonged exposure to smog can
result in respiratory and cardio-
vascular diseases, while high
levels of lead and sulfur in the air
can cause neurological issues

such as vehicle emissions, industrial smoke, and crop
residue burning persist. Efforts to address the smog
crisis in Pakistan have been sporadic, with the govern-
ment relying on temporary measures during the peak
pollution period. Sustainable solutions are needed to
combat the recurring issue of smog in urban areas.
‘While advanced nations have successfully tackled
smog through scientific approaches, Pakistan has yet
to adopt effective strategies to address the problem.
Smog, a combination of smoke and fog, is primar-
ily caused by temperature inversion during cold, still
weather conditions. This leads to the accumulation
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Clean Air Asia programme
and the Male Declaration on transboundary air pol-
lution offer frameworks for collaboration and shar-
ing resources. Through the Male Declaration, South
Asian countries, including Pakistan, pledged to mon-
itor and exchange air quality data.

Raising awareness through smart community
mobilisation initiatives can engage the public. effec-
tively. Developing incentivised community involve-
ment programmes that ensure sustained participa-
tion and clear responsibilities across different areas is
crucial. Enhancing the capacity of stakeholders ac-
cording to their roles in pollution control and moni-
toring is equally vital.

Enforcing mandatory annual vehicular emission
testing and rigorous monitoring is essential. Identify-
ing and promoting economically viable and social-
ly acceptable alternatives to pollution sources like
transport, industry, construction, solid waste, and
agricultural waste burning is crucial. For example,
managing agricultural waste through anaerobic di-
gestion instead of direct burning can be a sustainable
solution. Policymakers need to devise implementable
strategies aligned with measurable, achievable goals.

Introducing electric vehicles is necessary not
only to fulfil Pakistan’s commitments under the Na-
tionally Determined Contributions (NDC) and the
Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development but also
to reduce the foreign exchange burden from high oil
imports.

These collective actions, supported by strategic
planning and effective implementation, can lead to
sustainable air quality management in Pakistan.
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uawei, Cisco, and Atom have autho-
rised partners in Pakistan that provide
comprehensive data centre solutions
tailored to businesses’ needs. These
companies are the main distributors in Pakistan
and work with local data centre solution providers.

A data centre is a facility that houses computer
systems and related components like servers, stor-
age devices, and networking equipment. Its func-
tions include storing and managing data, running
applications, providing network connectivity, and
ensuring high availability through redundancy, se-
curity, and power management.

The primary goal of a data centre is to centrally
store, process, and manage large amounts of data,
including structured and unstructured information
in databases used by various applications and ser-
vices. It hosts and operates applications and ser-
vices used by organisations and individuals, from
websites to mobile apps. Data centres handle the
transmission and exchange of data, connecting
to the internet and other networks using switches
and routers. They implement redundant systems
and regular backups to prevent data loss in case of
hardware failure or other issues. Data centres em-
ploy physical and digital security measures to pro-
tect data and equipment from unauthorised access,
theft, and damage. Setting up a data centre involves
several steps, from the electricity transformer to the
keyboard users click to access data on their screens.
Initially, the vendor consults with the organisation
to determine requirements and component usage.
After negotiations and agreements, the service pro-
vider begins work, which includes a general sur-
vey, measuring the area and building dimensions,
installing machinery and equipment, configuring
systems, and testing all components with the client
before handing over the data centre. Starting a data
centre is a lengthy and challenging process. They
efficiently manage power usage and maintain opti-
mal operating temperatures for equipment through
cooling systems and backup generators to prevent
overheating and ensure uninterrupted operation.
Effective data management is crucial for maintain-
ing competitiveness as companies generate increas-
ing amounts of information from all aspects of
the business. Choosing the right data management
solution helps stay organised, informed, and secure.

The global data analytics market is forecasted
to reach $302.01 billion by 2030, underscoring the
growing significance of data across all business
sectors and the rising investments in data-centric
activities. Data management tools aid in organis-
ing, accessing, and utilising data to make informed,
strategic decisions. A data management solution
comprises tools and processes that assist organi-
sations in collecting, organising, storing, and effi-
ciently using data. These solutions ensure that data
is accurate, accessible, and easy to analyse, whether
it originates from internal systems, customer inter-
actions, or external sources. The aim is to transform
raw data into a reliable resource that supports daily
operations and long-term strategy. With a robust
system in place, teams can easily find necessary
information, identify trends, and make better de-
cisions quickly. Data management enables organi-
sations to make informed decisions by converting
dispersed information into valuable insights.

When data is organised and accessible, teams
can work more efficiently, reduce errors, and spot
opportunities that others may overlook. It also
plays a vital role in maintaining data security and
quality. With appropriate systems, sensitive infor-
mation can be protected, privacy regulations met,
and accurate, up-to-date data ensured. When exe-
cuted effectively, data management is not just about
storage — it acts as a catalyst for growth, efficiency,
and competitive advantage. Despite the availability
of robust tools, managing data presents common
challenges. Key obstacles include data silos, which
occur when data is stored in separate, isolated sys-
tems within an organisation, making sharing and
access difficult across departments. This fragmenta-
tion leads to inefficiencies, with valuable data con-
fined to specific areas, limiting broader utility. Data
silos hinder data integration and analytics, prevent-
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Setting up a data center
is a complex process
that requires completing
multiple tasks

DATA CENTER

There are several steps involved in setting up a data centre,

from the electricity transformer to the keyboard that
users click to access data on their screens. Initially, the
vendor consults with the firm to determine requirements

and compone nt us age

ing a comprehensive view and hindering informed
decision-making. It’s estimated that the average
company deals with over 2,000 separate silos of in-
formation. A survey by Capital One revealed that
76 percent of corporations and companies report
difficulties in understanding their data. This high-
lights the complexity of data and the need for ef-

Effective data management is
crucial for maintaining compet-
itiveness as companies generate

increasing amounts of information
from all aspects of the business.
Choosing the right data
management solution helps stay
organised, informed, and secure

fective data management solutions to simplify large
information reserves. Addressing this issue allows
organisations to better analyse, utilise, and benefit
from their data, turning it into actionable insights.
Inconsistent data sets further complicate man-
agement efforts. Discrepancies happen when teams
collect data from multiple sources without proper
synchronisation. This inconsistency challenges ef-
fective analysis, as the reliability of insights from
such data becomes questionable. Ensuring data
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consistency requires strong management practices
and tools that can integrate and cleanse data from
diverse sources. Securing data and maintaining pri-
vacy compliance are ongoing challenges, especial-
ly given the increasing volume and complexity of
data. Protecting sensitive data from unauthorised
access and breaches, while adhering to privacy
laws, demands ongoing vigilance and advanced se-
curity measures.

Organisations must implement comprehensive
data protection strategies, including encryption, ac-
cess controls, and regular security audits. The rise
of unstructured data — such as texts, images, and
videos that do not fit into conventional databases
— presents another challenge. Managing and ana-
lysing unstructured data requires specialised tools
and techniques. Organisations need to adopt mod-
ern data management software with capabilities
like data virtualisation and advanced analytics to
unlock the potential of unstructured data.

Overcoming these challenges demands a strate-
gic approach involving investment in suitable data
management tools, fostering a culture of data col-
laboration, and applying best practices in data gov-
ernance and security. By addressing these issues, or-
ganisations can streamline their data management
processes, improve data quality, and make better-in-
formed decisions. Data management tools help or-
ganisationsorganise, access, and optimise the use of
large data volumes they collect.
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SBP retains 2-hour

+4 cooling period on
—J branchless monetary

transactions to curb

SCAlllS

According to the rule, when a user sends money through
a mobile wallet, the recipient is unable to withdraw or use
the funds for two hours. This delay allows the sender to
reverse the transaction if it was sent in error or involved
fraudulent activity

he State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has im-

plemented a 2-hour cooling period to pre-

vent fraud and ensure security in branch-

less banking transactions. This cooling
period applies specifically to the withdrawal or use
of funds from branchless banking wallets/accounts.
Although funds are received instantly in these ac-
counts, transactions such as cash-outs, online pur-
chases, or mobile top-ups can only be carried out
after the two-hour cooling period. This measure
was introduced in April 2023 due to the simplified
customer due diligence requirements for branchless
banking accounts, which make them more vulner-
able to fraudulent activities. The 2-hour cooling
period allows customers ample time to report any
suspicious transactions to their banks.

The SBP has denied the rumours circulating on
social media about a two- hour cooling period for
digital fund transfers. It has clarified that all digital
transactions are processed instantly, with recipients
receiving funds in their accounts almost immediate-
ly.

The cooling period, introduced over two and
a half years ago, has been effective in preventing
fraudulent transactions.

According to the rule, when a user sends money
via a mobile wallet, the recipient cannot withdraw
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or use the funds for two hours. This delay allows
the sender to reverse the transaction if it was sent
mistakenly or involved fraud.

The SBP’s decision responds to rising incidents
of cyber and mobile scams, where individuals are
deceived into sending money to scammers imper-
sonating relatives, officials, or service providers. By
implementing this delay, the central bank aims to
give victims enough time to report suspicious activ-
ity and stop unauthorised withdrawals before their
funds are irretrievably lost.

When transferring money through platforms
like JazzCash, Easypaisa, or similar wallets, funds
are held for two hours, during which the recipient
cannot withdraw, transfer, or spend the money.

If a client finds that a transaction was made in
error or through fraud, they should report it prompt-
ly to the service provider or relevant authorities for
investigation and possible reversal.

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has adopted
this measure as part of its commitment to consum-
er protection and the safety of digital payments in
the country.

Financial experts and consumer rights groups
have praised the move as a timely step to combat
online scams and foster confidence in mobile finan-
cial services.
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The SBP has advised the public to remain cau-
tious, refrain from sharing OTP codes, PINs, or per-
sonal details, and to verify all mobile transactions
carefully. During the cooling period, the amount re-
mains temporarily locked in the recipient’s account,
preventing withdrawal or use until the cooling peri-
od expires.

This delay allows the sender to review the trans-
action and file a complaint if necessary to halt or
reverse the payment.

The cooling time rule applies to all users of mo-
bile banking or branchless banking services in Pa-
kistan, including senders using platforms like Jazz-
Cash and EasyPaisa, as well as receivers who must
wait two hours before accessing the funds.

‘While the two-hour hold may seem like a delay,
it serves to protect users from common mistakes
such as sending money to the wrong recipient, en-
tering an incorrect account or mobile ID, making
duplicate transfers, or noticing suspicious trans-
actions. Users have a two-hour window to rectify
any errors during the cooling periodby contacting
their mobile banking service, providing transaction
details, and requesting a hold or reversal of the pay-
ment. This policy, despite causing a slight delay, en-
hances trust, transparency, and user confidence in
mobile banking.

It is advisable not to solely rely on this rule
for protection. Practising simple habits like dou-
ble-checking recipientdetails, reviewing transaction
amounts, using saved contacts for transfers, and
enabling notifications can help prevent transaction
errors. Taking a few extra seconds to ensure accu-
racy can prevent potential issues and save time in
the long run.

Meanwhile, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
has partnered with the World Bank Group, through
its private sector wing, the International Finance
Corporation (IFC), to expand local currency fi-
nancing and support private sector growth in Pa-
kistan.

Through an ISDA agreement, the partnership
will enable IFC to manage currency risks more ef-
fectively and increase its investments in Pakistani
rupees. This is an important step towards unlocking
financing for critical sectors of the economy and
creating jobs across the country.

“Promoting private sector growth in Pakistan
is paramount to successful, sustainable economic
development of the country,” said Mr. Jameel Ah-
mad, the Governor State Bank of Pakistan. “The
partnership with IFC aims to enhance financing
opportunities for the private sector.”

“With currency volatility posing significant
risks to developing economies, access to local cur-
rency financing has never been more important,”
said John Gandolfo, IFC Vice President and Trea-
surer, Treasury & Mobilisation. “Promoting this
type of financing is a strategic priority for the World
Bank Group and a catalyst for economic growth in
Pakistan.”

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
has implemented this measure as
part of its commitment to consum-
er protection and financial safety
in the country’s digital payment
ecosystem

Exchange rate risks pose a big challenge for
companies in developing economies that borrow in
hard currencies, such as the US dollar, while earn-
ing revenue in local currencies. Addressing this cur-
rency mismatch is essential not only to strengthen
local businesses’ ability to mitigate risks and main-
tain financial resilience but also to support broader
economic stability.

IFC is committed to leveraging innovative finan-
cial instruments and strengthening partnerships to
address the growing need for local currency financ-
ing in emerging markets. Through this partnership
with IFC, SBP aims to bolster economic resilience,
promote private sector development, and improve
foreign exchange liquidity in Pakistan.
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lobal spending

on artificial in-

telligence will

reach nearly

$1.5 trillion in 2025, with

worldwide spending top-

ping $2 trillion in 2026,

new data from Gartner
shows.

“The forecast assumes

sion, as major hyperscalers
continue to increase invest-
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Increased utility of Al
set to spend over $2

INSIGHT |

Waleed Akhtar .
tion essential for long-term
organisational  viability.
Ultimately, the emerging
landscape suggests that the
focus shifts from a mere
decision to adopt Al and
agentic systems to how
adeptly organisations can
evolve and adapt to lever-
age these powerful tools

—

.
The artificial intel-

=== trillion on it by next year #=====x

ments in data centers with
Al-optimized  hardware
and GPUs to scale their
services,” said John-David
Lovelock, distinguished
vice president and analyst
at Gartner, in a statement.

The top six leading IT
markets where Al dollars
will be spent in 2025 are:
GenAl smartphones at
$298 billion; Al services at
$283 billion; Al-optimized
servers at $268 billion; Al
processing semiconductors
at $209 billion; Al applica-
tion software at $172 bil-
lion; and Al Infrastructure
software at $126 billion.

Gartner said overall
global Al spending is ex-
pected to exceed $2 trillion
in 2026, led by Al being in-
tegrated into products such
as PCs and smartphones,
as well as infrastructure.

According to data
from Gartner, spending on {},
GenAl smartphones will '
reach $298 billion in 2025
and increase to $393 bil-
lion in 2026, representing
an annual increase of 32
percent.

Global spending on Al
services will increase from
$283 billion this year to
$325 billion in 2026, repre-
senting an annual increase

Here are the six largest tech markets in 2025 and
2026 in terms of global Al spending—including GenAl
smartphones, Al services, Al processing semiconductors risks for those who fal
and Al-optimized servers—according to new data

from Gartner

ligence revolution has
reached an inflexion point
where businesses can no
longer afford to remain
passive observers. As we
progress, Al and agentic
systems have evolved from
experimental technologies
to strategic imperatives
that fundamentally re-
shape how organisations
operate, compete, and
create value. Specifically,
Al-driven agentic systems
refer to sophisticated Al
programs designed to per-
j form tasks autonomously,
often interacting with their
environment, making de-
cisions, and learning from
experience without contin-
uous human intervention.
These systems leverage
advanced Al capabilities
to achieve specific goals,
from automating com-
plex processes to proac-
¥ tive problem-solving. This
transformation  presents
unprecedented opportuni-
ties for those who success-
fully navigate the adoption
journey, while simultane-
ously posing existential

behind. The strategic inte-
gration of Al is no longer
a futuristic concept but a
present-day necessity for

sustaining competitive ad-

of 15 percent. Spending on

Al-optimised servers—such as GPUs and non-GPU
Al accelerators—will jump from $268 billion in 2025
to $330 billion in 2026, up 23 percent year over year.

The future of Al and agentic systems adoption
will be characterised by increasing sophistication,
broader accessibility, and deeper integration into
business processes. Several key trends will shape the
adoption landscape over the next 3-5 years.

Multi-agent systems will evolve to handle com-
plex, enterprise-wide tasks such as simulating prod-
uct launches and orchestrating integrated marketing
campaigns. These systems will collaborate autono-
mously while maintaining human oversight and in-
tervention capabilities.

Industry-specific Al solutions will mature rapid-
ly, with vertical Al applications addressing unique
regulatory, operational, and competitive require-
ments. This specialisation will accelerate adoption
by reducing customisation complexity and imple-
mentation risk.

New frameworks for human-Al collaboration
are likely to emerge, optimising the complementary
strengths of human creativity and Al analytical ca-
pabilities. These models are likely to become stan-
dard practice rather than experimental approaches.
Agentic systems will increasingly manage end-to-
end business processes with minimal human inter-
vention, from supply chain optimisation to customer
service delivery and financial analysis.

Furthermore, Al systems will provide real-time
decision support across all organisational levels,
from operational efficiency optimisation to strategic
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planning and market response.

The adoption of AI and agentic systems rep-
resents both the greatest opportunity and most sig-
nificant challenge facing modern organisations. The
market opportunity is unprecedented, with potential
returns that justify substantial investment and organ-
isational transformation. However, success requires
systematic approaches that address technical, or-
ganisational, financial, and human factors compre-

The future of Al and agentic
systems adoption will be
characterised by increasing
sophistication, broader accessi-
bility, and deeper integration into
business processes. Several key
trends will shape the adoption
landscape over the next 3-5 years

hensively. Organisations that successfully navigate
this transformation will gain sustainable competitive
advantages that compound over time. Those who
hesitate or approach Al adoption haphazardly face
existential risks in an increasingly automated busi-
ness environment. The pathway to success lies not
in perfect implementation, but in strategic, system-
atic approaches that build capabilities incremental-
ly while maintaining focus on measurable business
outcomes. The window for gaining first-mover ad-
vantages is rapidly closing, making immediate ac-
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vantage and fostering inno-
vation in an increasingly automated global economy.

This information delves into the compelling mar-
ket opportunity and transformative value proposition
of Al and agentic systems, highlighting their poten-
tial for revenue enhancement and cost optimisation.
Crucially, it then provides a comprehensive assess-
ment of the inherent gaps and significant challenges
organisations frequently encounter across technical
infrastructure, organisational design, financial in-
vestment, human factors, and security. By thorough-
ly understanding these obstacles, we can then delin-
eate foundational pathways for successful adoption,
offering actionable insights for business, technology,
and finance executives aiming to lead their organisa-
tions effectively through this transformative era.

The cost reduction potential of Al implementa-
tion is equally compelling. Studies widely indicate
that businesses using Al-driven automation report
significant cost savings, leading to notable operation-
al efficiencies in applicable processes. Al minimises
labour costs by automating repetitive tasks and re-
ducing manual intervention requirements across
multiple business functions. Predictive maintenance
applications demonstrate particularly strong ROI,
enabling organisations to significantly reduce equip-
ment downtime while extending asset life cycles.
Supply chain optimisation through AI can substan-
tially reduce inventory costs while improving service
levels. Automated customer service solutions can
handle a significant portion of routine inquiries, al-
lowing human agents to focus on complex, high-val-
ue interactions.
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Countries around the
world enjoying the
best drinking water

- 5

#:

\

Countries with the cleanesttap water often have advanced
water treatment systems and strict regulations to ensure
high-quality water delivery to households. The source of
water, including mountain springs, natural reservoirs, and
glacial runoff, also plays a significant role in maintaining
the superior quality of the tap water

Switzerland: Renowned for its pristine lakes and
advanced water treatment systems, Switzerland con-
sistently ranks as a country with the best water quality.

Norway: Freshwater from glaciers and effective
purification processes ensure that Norwegian tap wa-
ter is among the purest available.

Iceland: With water sourced directly from glacial
springs, Iceland possesses soft, naturally filtered tap

ater is one of the most essential re-

sources for human survival. To remain

healthy, individuals require access to a

reliable supply of safe drinking water.

Clean drinking water is fundamental for good health.
The quality of tap water depends on various fac-
tors, including taste, purity, mineral content, and safe-
ty for human consumption. The best tap water in the

Moshin Saleem

ECONOMY |

Ireland: Ireland’s soft, clean tap water is sourced
from protected catchment areas.

Japan: Stringent safety standards make Japan’s
tap water among the safest and purest in Asia.

Singapore: Singapore’s advanced water recycling
and purification technologies yield high-quality tap
water.

United Kingdom: Many regions in the UK, es-
pecially Scotland, offer great-tasting, clean tap water.

United States: Certain states, like Oregon and
Minnesota, are noted for their excellent tap water
quality.

Australia: Clean sources and reliable treatment
contribute to safe and refreshing tap water in many
Australian cities.

Belgium: Improved filtration processes have en-
hanced Belgium’s tap water quality.

South Korea: Advanced treatment facilities pro-
vide safe and clean tap water in major cities.

Spain: Some regions, particularly in the north, ex-
hibit high-quality tap water.

What factors influence the quality of tap water
in a particular region?

Even in countries with the best water quality, taste
can occasionally be an issue. Hard water, character-
ised by high levels of minerals such as calcium and
magnesium, can leave an unpleasant aftertaste. Addi-
tionally, the chlorine used for disinfection may affect
the flavour of tap water. In some cases, ageing pipes
can result in undesirable tastes and odours.

‘When searching for countries with the best tap wa-
ter quality, it can be advantageous to opt for regions
with natural filtration processes like glacial runoff.
Countries with soft water are particularly appealing,
as they provide a smoother taste free of mineral in-
terference.

Homeowners who encounter unpleasant tap water
can improve its flavour by using water filters or reverse
osmosis systems. These solutions help eliminate chlo-
rine, sediments, and other impurities that compromise
taste and quality.

Are there health risks associated with poor tap
water quality?

Yes, there are numerous health risks related to poor
tap water quality. Contaminated water can harbor var-
ious pathogens, including bacteria, viruses, and par-
asites, which can lead to illnesses such as diarrhoea,
cholera, typhoid, and dysentery. Moreover, contami-
nated water may contain chemicals that could lead to
cancer and other chronic health issues.

Run the tap for a few seconds before using it: This
practice flushes out any stagnant water that may have
accumulated in the pipes.

Use a water filter: Water filters can aid in remov-
ing contaminants from tap water; however, it is crucial
to select a filter that is certified to eliminate the specific
contaminants of concern.

Boil water before drinking: Boiling water will kill
most bacteria and parasites. This is particularly im-
portant when travelling to a

world is generally free from contaminants, possesses  water.
a balanced mineral composition, and tastes fresh.
Countries known for having the cleanest tap water of-
ten invest in advanced water treatment systems and
enforce stringent regulations to ensure high-quality
water delivery to households. The source of the wa-
ter—be it mountain springs, natural reservoirs, or gla-
cial runoff—also significantly impacts the quality of

rigorously protected, ensur-
ing clean and safe tap water.

Austria:
for its fresh Alpine water,
Austria boasts some of the

Denmark: Denmark’s 1echnological advancements in
groundwater resources are water purification, combined with 1 Here is a list of the top
consistent government monitor- 10 countries with the clean-
Celebrated INg, contribute to maintaining the
highest water quality globally.

country with poor tap water

est tap water worldwide,
according to the World
Economic Forum: Finland,

best-tasting tap water in the
world.

New Zealand: With its natural springs and rain-
water systems, New Zealand’s tap water is both clean
and delightful.

Finland: Finland’s tap water is sourced from un-
polluted lakes and is meticulously treated for safety.

Sweden: Clean reservoirs and effective treatment
methods position Sweden as a leader in tap water
quality.

Canada: Abundant freshwater resources bolster
Canada’s reputation for clean tap water.

Germany: Advanced filtration systems and strin-
gent standards ensure Germany has safe tap water.

Netherlands: The Netherlands’ high-tech water
purification methods provide residents with excel-
lent-tasting tap water.

France: Although bottled water is popular, many
regions in France boast exceptionally clean tap water.

tap water.

Technological advancements in water purification,
alongside consistent government monitoring, help up-
hold the global standards for countries with the best
water quality. Soft water, characterised by lower min-
eral content, is frequently preferred for drinking and
everyday use. Nations that enjoy soft water often face
fewer issues related to limescale buildup, making their
water more appealing.

While there isn’t a universal standard for measur-
ing tap water quality, most countries set their own
standards based on the World Health Organization’s
Guidelines for Drinking-water Quality. These guide-
lines outline maximum allowable levels of contam-
inants in drinking water, including bacteria, viruses,
and chemicals.

Here are the top 21 countries recognised for hav-
ing the cleanest and safest tap water, known for pro-
viding the best tap water quality in the world:
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Iceland, Switzerland, Cana-
da, New Zealand, Greenland, Colombia, Singapore,
Sweden, and Germany.

‘What about everywhere else?

Not all countries enjoy access to the best water
quality in the world. Many regions face challenges
such as pollution, inadequate infrastructure, and limit-
ed water treatment capabilities. In these areas, tap wa-
ter quality can vary significantly from one country to
another. Countries with high water quality yet lacking
widespread access to clean drinking water often resort
to bottled water or household filtration systems to en-
sure safety. Despite these challenges, global efforts are
underway to enhance access to clean water through
technological advancements and international collab-
oration. For individuals seeking the cleanest tap water
worldwide, travelling to countries with strong envi-
ronmental protections and advanced water treatment
systems remains a dependable choice.
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PTCL Group and PPAF announce expansion of
‘Ba-lkhtiar’ initiative at GITEX Global 2025

Dubai: PTCL Group, in
collaboration with the Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund
(PPAF), announced the expan-
sion of its flagship women em-
powerment initiative,
Ba-Ikhtiar, during GITEX
Global 2025 in Dubai. The
agreement was signed between
Hatem Bamatraf, President
and Group CEO, PTCL &
Ufone 4G, and Nadir Gul-
Barech, CEQO, PPAF, marking
another milestone in PTCL
Group'’s commitment to inclu-
sive development and digital
empowerment across Pakistan.

‘Ba-Ikhtiar’, a social initia-
tive jointly piloted by PTCL
Group (PTCL & Ufone 4G)

and the Pakistan Poverty Alle-
viation Fund (PPAF) to em-
power 100 underprivileged
women  entrepreneurs in

panded to 23 flood-affectedci-
ties across the country follow-
ing its resounding success. The
extended program aims to up-

Haripur, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, is now being ex-

skill over 2,300 women by
equipping them with digital

and entrepreneurial capabilities
to enhance their livelihoods
and drive upward social mobil-
ity.

Speaking on the occasion,
Hatem Bamatraf, President
and Group CEO, PTCL &
Ufone 4G, said, “PTCL Group
leverages its digital expertise
and infrastructure to enhance
the well-being of underprivi-
leged communities. Through
our social impact platform, ‘Dil
Se’, we have touched thou-
sands of lives with transforma-
tive initiatives. Ba-Ikhtiar
stands out as a flagship pro-
gram that sets a new bench-
mark in sustainable social
empowerment, and we are

proud to extend this opportuni-
tyto more talented women
across Pakistan.”

CEO PPAF, Nadir Gul-
Barech, added, “The expansion
of the Ba-Ikhtiar program
marks a significant milestone
in our journey to empower
women from vulnerable com-
munities. PPAF’s partnership
with PTCL Group allows us to
combine social development
with digital innovation to cre-
ate real pathways for women to
achieve economic self-reliance.
We are glad to enable women
across Pakistan to build liveli-
hoods that are both sustainable
and transformative for their
communities.” s

Pakistani social impact initia-
tive, ‘Dil Se’ wins Gold at
‘Dragons of Asia’

Islamabad: PTCL Group
(PTCL & Ufone 4G)’s flag-
ship social impact initiative,
‘Dil Se’, has earned the pres-
tigious Gold Dragon Award
at the ‘Dragons of Asia’ in the
Digital Campaigns category.

This recognition is more than
just a winasit reflects how
powerful vision, and purpose
can be when driven by empa-
thy.

‘Dil Se’- PTCL’s group so-
cial impact platform stems
from the Group’s belief that
as Pakistan’s national telecom
carrier, its responsibility goes
beyond networks and digital

services and that it should
give back to the communities
it serves. Dil se has continued
to grow and evolve over the
years to respond to uneven-
ness in services accessibility
and opportunities for upward
social mobility.

Speaking about this acco-
lade, Syed Atif Raza, Group
Chief Commercial Officer,
PTCL & Ufone 4G, said, “We
are truly honored to receive
this recognition at Asia level.
Winning the Gold Dragon is
not just an achievement for
PTCL Group, but for Pakistan
as well. This platform repre-
sents our heartfelt commit-
ment, just like its name, ‘Dil
Se’. We're proud of the differ-
ence it has made so far, but
our journey doesn't end here.
We are expanding this initia-
tive in Thar, Southern Punjab,
and other water-stressed areas
of the country, ensuring that
access to clean water becomes
a reality for all."m

PTCL Group,

CEQUENS sign MoU

to launch CPaaS in Pakistani
enterprise market

Dubai: PTCL  Group
(PTCL & Ufone 4G) has en-
tered into a strategic partner-
ship with CEQUENS to
introduce CPaaS for enter-
prises across Pakistan.

Asif Ahmad, Group Chief
Business Solutions Officer,
PTCL & Ufone 4G and Ner-
meenSobhy, SVP Carrier Rela-
tions and Wholesale,
CEQUENS signed the partner-
ship at GITEX Global 2025 in
Dubai. Group Chief Commer-
cial Officer, PTCL & Ufone
4G, Syed AtifRaza and Karim
Khorshed, CEQO, Cequens,
were also present at the sign-
ing, along with senior manage-
ment from both sides.

The collaboration focuses
on empowering businesses
with a unified suite of commu-
nication tools, enabling them
to engage customers seamlessly
through SMS, voice, What-
sApp, and other digital chan-
nels. By leveraging

CEQUENS'’ global expertise
and PTCL Group’s nationwide
reach, the partnership aims to
strengthen go-to-market capa-
bilities, deliver enhanced cus-

PTCL Group’s journey to
evolve as a digital enabler for
Pakistan's enterprises. With

CPaaS, we are equipping busi-
nesses with scalable, flexible,

tomer engagement, and
accelerate digital transforma-
tion for enterprises in Pakistan.

Commenting on the part-
nership, Asif Ahmad, Group
Business Solutions Officer,
PTCL & Ufone 4G, said, “Our
partnership with CEQUENS
marks a significant step in

and innovative communication
solutions that will redefine how
they engage with their cus-
tomers. PTCL continues to in-
vest in digital innovation and
infrastructure development to
fast-track cross sector digitali-
zation for sustainable growth
and service modernization.”.m

PTCL Group supercharges Pakistan’s industrial loT revolution
with Vodafone’s Next Gen loT Core Platform at GITEX Global

Dubai: PTCL  Group
(PTCL & Ufone 4@G) has forged
a game-changing alliance with
Smart MEP, the nation's top en-
gineering and system integra-
tion firm. Showcasing its
commitment to driving digital
transformation, PTCL Group
announced at GITEX Global
2025 Dubai its strategic move
to harness Vodafone’s IoT Core
Platform — a bold step set to
revolutionize Pakistan’s Indus-
trial IoT landscape and propel
the nation into a new era of
smart industry innovation.

IoT Core is a next-genera-

BUSINESS
SOLUTIONS

tion IoT Application Enable-
ment Platform that combines
Vodafone’s international expe-
rience of managing millions of
IoT connections worldwide
with PTCL’s local digital infra-
structure and support. This syn-
ergy allows enterprises in
Pakistan to access a secure,
scalable, and globally bench-
marked platform to build and
deploy Enterprise and Indus-
trial IoT solutions.

Under this partnership,
Smart MEP will leverage
PTCL IoT Core to design and
commercialise LoRa WAN-

based Industrial IoT solutions,
focusing on Energy Manage-
ment, Smart Utilities, Water
Metering and Smart Manufac-
turing solutions.

Asif Ahmad, Group Chief
Business Solutions Officer,
PTCL & Ufone 4G, and
Nadeem Malik, CEO Smart
MEDP, signed the partnership on
the sidelines of GITEX Global
2025 in Dubai. Group Chief
Commercial Officer, PTCL &
Ufone 4G, Syed Atif Raza, was
also present at the signing,
along with senior management
from both sides.m
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Jazz collaborates with easypaisa to expand
CallPerks for increased brand interaction

Islamabad: Jazz has
teamed up with easypaisa to
introduce its  exclusive
AdTech platform, CallPerks,
to easypaisa’s digital bank-
ing ecosystem. The collabo-
ration highlights Jazz's
dedication to providing
brands with innovative, data-
driven solutions that revolu-
tionize how  customers
interact with brand commu-
nication.

CallPerks, created by
Jazz, transforms regular out-
going calls into opportuni-
ties for meaningful
engagement by replacing tra-
ditional ring-back tones with
personalized, real-time
audio messages. Through
this partnership, easypaisa
and its brand partners will
utilize the platform to con-
nect with customers through
customized content that re-
inforces brand recognition
and enhances communica-

tion effectiveness.
Ali Fahd, Head of Jazz

CallPerks platform. This
partnership allows easypaisa

impactful communication.”
Khurram Warraich,

Lifestyle Ventures, stated,
“As the industry leader, Jazz
has a unique ability to en-
gage customers through its

to utilize CallPerks’ cutting-
edge AdTech features to ef-
fectively engage its target
audience with personalized,

Chief Digital Lending Offi-
cer at easypaisa, com-
mented: “We are excited to
collaborate with Jazz on this

innovative project. CallPerks
aligns perfectly with easy-
paisa’s goal of improving
customer engagement
through digital-first experi-
ences. By integrating this
platform into our ecosystem,
we can offer our customers
and brand partners more rel-
evant, personalized interac-

tions that go beyond
traditional financial serv-
ices.”

This partnership not only
merges AdTech and fintech
but also establishes new
standards for how businesses
can utilize voice as a channel
for real-time customer en-
gagement. By combining
Jazz's technological ad-
vancements with easypaisa’s
digital banking reach, the
two companies are driving
towards a more connected,
data-driven future that en-
hances daily experiences for
millions of Pakistanis.m

Airlink and SN Technologies signed an
MoU to foster smartphone manufactur-
ing, Al, loT and smart city projects

Lahore : Airlink Communi-
cation, a leading technology
company in Pakistan, has part-

derstanding (MoU) to collabo-
rate on smartphone manufac-
turing, AI, IoT, and smart

nered with SN Technologies, a
diversified enterprise based in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
SN Technologies specializes in
innovative technologies such as
smart city solutions, artificial
intelligence (AI), the Internet
of Things (IoT), and cybersecu-
rity. The two companies have
signed a Memorandum of Un-

cityprojects.

The MoU was signed by
Aslam Hayat Piracha from Air-
link Communication and the
official of SN Technologies.
Both leaders are committed to
advancing their technologies
and improving the communi-
ties they serve. This partnership
aims to integrate cutting-edge

technology into daily life, pro-
viding exceptional services and
innovative solutions that bene-
fit society.

The collaboration supports
Pakistan's "Made in Pakistan"
vision, promoting local produc-
tion, reducing import reliance,
and creating job opportunities.
This agreement is part of Air-
link's strategy to expand its
manufacturing and technology
capabilities. Airlink has a his-
tory of forming partnerships
with international brands and
recently expanded its product
range to include more technol-
ogy products. The MoU com-
bines Airlink's hardware and
distribution expertise with SN
Technologies' advanced systems
and solutions knowledge.m

Meezan Bank expands strate-
gic partnership with Visa to
enhance debit card portfolio

Karachi: Meezan Bank has
announced the renewal and ex-

ship with Visa aimed at further
enhancing its debit card portfo-
lio and redefining the banking
experience for its customers
across the country,

The collaboration was for-
malized with the signing of a
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) by Dr. Syed Amir

Ali, Deputy CEO - Meezan
Bank, and Leila Serhan, Visa’s

North Africa, Levant & Pak-
istan. The signing ceremony
was attended by Irfan Siddiqui,
Founding President & CEO -
Meezan Bank, Ahmed Ali Sid-
diqui, Group Head Consumer
Finance, along with other sen-
ior executives from both organ-
izations.m

TECNO Slim wins prestigious MUSE Design

Hong Kong: Al-driven in-
novative technology brand
TECNO announced that its
TECNO Slim smartphone has
received the Platinum Award in
the Digital and Electronic De-
vices category at the MUSE
Design Awards 2025. The
award honors its innovative ap-
proach to harmonizing an
ultra-slim elegance with power-
ful performance and long-last-
ing battery a balance that has
consistently challenged smart-
phone manufacturers.

The MUSE  Design
Awards, organized by the Inter-

national Awards Associate
(IAA), is an internationally re-
spected design competition

Tecno | Pk

TECNO Slim

DESIGN AWARDS
PLATINUM WINNER

R i

known for its exacting judging
standards. This year's edition
received thousands of entries
from over 50 countries, span-

ning product, architecture, and
communication design cate-
gories. The competition em-

) Tecno Al

| I‘\'l ~

ploys a rigorous blind
evaluation process where en-
tries are assessed on criteria in-
cluding innovation,

functionality, and social im-
pact.

At the heart of its design
philosophy is an ultra-slim 3D
curved body, measuring just
5.93mm (4G version) and
5.95mm (5G version). Remark-
ably, this sleek profile houses a
5,160mAh battery with 45W
fast charging, a feat enabled by
TECNO's proprietary Honey-
comb Stacking Technology that
increases internal layout effi-
ciency by 12%.

The interactive Mood Light
creates a more human and
playful connection, delivering

Award

dynamic visual responses not
only for notifications and
charging, but also for scenarios
like incoming calls, music
rhythm, and self-timer count-
downs. This thoughtful design
adds an emotional dimension
to everyday interactions, mak-
ing technology feel more per-
sonal and engaging.

TECNO Slim stands as a
clear statement of how bold
aesthetics and practical engi-
neering can be seamlessly
fused, reinforcing TECNO's
role in redefining the future of
smartphone design.m
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Siccotel team visits ZTE's headquar-
ters in China to celebrate nubia's
sales success

Lahore: Siccotel, the dis-
tributor of ZTE nubia smart-
phones in Pakistan, recently
visited ZTE's headquarters in
China with Noah, CEO of
nubia Pakistan, and Usman
Sultan, CEO of Siccotel, to cel-
ebrate the impressive sales per-
formance of nubia's A series,
which includes models A36,
A56, and Blade A35e. The pur-
pose of the visit was to enhance
the partnership and discuss
plans for launching new mod-
els at competitive prices in
2026, showcasing nubia's dedi-
cation to growth and innova-
tion in Pakistan.

It has been reported that
ZTE and Siccotel have collabo-
rated to provide extensive sup-
port and resources to promote
their brands nationwide. Dur-

ing the seven-day visit, Usman
Sultan, the head of Siccotel,
was warmly welcomed by the
ZTE factory management.
Usman Sultan expressed opti-
mism about captureing the
market with the innovative and
stylish ZTE nubia brands and
maintaining strong relation-
ships with distributors, dealers,
and valued customers in Pak-
istan.

Siccotel has formed an ex-
clusive partnership with ZTE
Nubia, which is poised to trans-
form the telecommunications
sector in Pakistan. This collab-
oration marks a significant
achievement for Siccotel and
aims to introduce advanced
technology and top-notch
smartphones to customers
across the country. =

DWP Group partners with
NUST to empower Pakistan’s
future through education

Lahore: In a significant
step toward nurturing Pak-

istan's future leaders, DWP
Group has signed a MoU with
the National University of Sci-
ences and Technology (NUST)
to support higher education for
deserving students.

Under this partnership, DWP
Group will sponsor scholarships
for talented and deserving stu-
dents, covering their complete un-
dergraduate degree programs

from September 2025 to August
2029. This initiative reflects DWP

Group’s strong commitment to

promoting education, equality of
opportunity, and socio-economic
development in Pakistan.

The MoU was formally
signed between Sabah-ud-Din,
representing DWP Group, and
Arooba Gillani, Director of Ad-
vancement at NUST, in a cere-
mony held at the university
campus.=

Google hosts ‘Think Apps 2025’
to empower Pakistan’s develop-
ers through Al innovation

Islamabad: Google
hosted Think Apps 2025
bringing together more than
400 of Pakistan’s top devel-
opers, alongside global and
regional industry leaders and
experts.

As the biggest app and
gaming event of the year, it
focused on empowering de-
velopers to harness Artificial
Intelligence (AI) to drive in-
novation, growth, and sus-
tainability in Pakistan’s
expanding app industry.

The app and gaming in-
dustry is a key factor en-
abling Pakistan’s digital
sector to realize an immense
growth potential, or a $6.6
billion annual increase in
revenue in 2030, through a
focus on digital exports.

“Pakistan is home to one

of the world’s fastest-grow-
ing developer communities.
This is evident in the remark-
able success of many leading
local studios who are collec-
tively generating millions of
global downloads and con-
tributing to the nation’s digi-
tal export,” said Farhan S.
Qureshi, Country Director,
Google Pakistan.

“Think Apps 2025 reaf-
firms our commitment to
helping these developers har-
ness the power of Al to build
globally successful, sustain-
able businesses. By providing
access to our tools, insights,
and training, we aim to un-
lock new economic opportu-
nities, strengthen digital
exports, and support the next
generation of innovation
coming from Pakistan.”s

LUMS and HBL collaborate to create financing
optlons for electrlc moblllty In Pakistan

Lahore: LUMS and Habib
Bank Limited (HBL) have
signed an MoU to collaborate
on developing commercial fi-
nancing schemes for LUMS’
upcoming project, ‘Pakistan -
Battery Swapping Network’.

The initiative aims to accel-
erate the adoption of electric
three-wheelers in Pakistan by
introducing flexible and acces-
sible  financing  options.
Through this collaboration,
both institutions seek to drive
the transition toward cleaner,
emission-free transport solu-
tions and contribute to improv-

ing air quality across urban
centres.

Beyond reducing emis-
sions, the project aligns with

Pakistan’s climate change mit-
igation commitments under
the Paris Climate Agreement
and the country’s Nationally
Determined  Contributions
(NDCs).

The signing ceremony was
held at LUMS and was at-
tended by senior representa-
tives from both organisations,
including Omer Mallick, Prod-
uct Head SME, HBL, and Dr.
Tariq Mahmood Jadoon,
Provost, LUMS, along with
team members from the
LUMS Energy Institute (LEI)
and HBL'’s SME division.m

o -,

Govt cancels
costly IPP con-
tracts worth Rs.

3.6 trillion

Islamabad: The government
has saved Rs. 3,600 billion by can-
celing and reviewing independent
power producer (IPP) contracts
that had long burdened the power
sector,

Several expensive IPP agree-
ments have been terminated or
renegotiated despite strong resist-
ance, resulting in savings worth
trillions of rupees, reported a
news daily.

These contracts, signed
around two decades ago with
about 40 private power producers,
forced the government to pay bil-
lions annually in capacity charges
even when electricity was not
generated.

Officials said the previous
arrangements drained approxi-
mately Rs. 3.6 trillion from con-
sumers each year through mflated
tariffs and idle plant payments.

The industrial community
has already urged the government
to hold accountable those respon-
sible for the agreements, saying
that a small group of IPP owners
had effectively held the country’s
energy system hostage while
collecting billions from non-

PTA to unveil new
strict cybersecurity

regulations for telcos

Islamabad: The Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
has taken a major step toward
data localization by finalizing
the Critical Telecom Data and
Infrastructure Security Regula-
tions (CTDISR) 2025 and
inviting stakeholder feedback
before implementation. The
new framework aims to secure
Pakistan’s telecom ecosystem
and safeguard critical data.

The CTDISR 2025 requires
telecom operators to host sensi-
tive information within Pak-
istan, establish disaster recovery
and business continuity plans,
and adopt strong measures to
protect the country’s Critical In-
formation Infrastructure. The
regulations introduce a compre-
hensive security structure for all
telecom licensees, including
mobile operators and internet
service providers.m

FBR makes system

integration manda-

tory for distributors
and retailers

Islamabad: The Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) has
made it mandatory for distrib-
utors and retailers to integrate
their businesses with the FBR’s
digital system if their monthly
deductible withholding tax ex-
ceeds Rs. 100,000 and Rs.
500,000, respectively. The di-
rective was issued through
SRO 2071(1)/2025.m
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Meta takes Pakistan into Al era with ‘ALIF, Llama’ initiatives

Islamabad: Ministry of In-
formation Technology and
Telecommunication (MolITT),
in partnership with Meta,
rolled out “Future in Focus: Al
and Innovation”, a major step
toward transforming Pakistan
into a tech-driven nation.

The gathering saw top gov-
ernment officials, industry ex-
perts, and academia come
together to fast-track artificial
intelligence (AI) adoption and
digital innovation.

Meta unveiled ALIF, an up-
graded Al system now support-
ing both Urdu and English,
allowing millions of Pakistanis
to interact with Al in their own
language. According to Meta,
this move will make technol-
ogy more inclusive, empower-
ing users to access information,
express themselves, and stay
connected like never before.

Federal Minister for IT,
Shaza Fatima Khawaja, hailed
the development as a milestone

under the Prime Minister’s
Digital Nation Vision, saying,
“ALIF — Urdu for Meta Al en-
sures no citizen is left behind in
our journey toward digital

ment to innovation and AT lit-
eracy across government and
academic institutions.

Meta also rolled out a local-
ized version of its guide,

model, Llama, can revolution-
ize government operations, en-
hance public services, and
strengthen data sovereignty.
Experts stressed the impor-

Al Ready Faculty
Pilot Program

transformation.” She added
that Pakistan’s National AI
Policy and collaborations with
global tech giants like Meta un-
derline the nation’s commit-

“Transforming Public Sector
Innovation in Asia Pacific
with Llama”, developed with
Deloitte. The guide highlights
how Meta's open-source Al

5=

tance of building AT capacity
across academic institutions.
Dr. Syed Mansoor Sarwar,
Vice Chair of the National
Computing Education Ac-

creditation Council
(NCEACQ), called the collabo-
ration with Meta a unique op-
portunity to empower
educators to lead Pakistan's Al
revolution. Fizza Amjad,
CEO of atomcamp, said train-
ing non-technical faculty in Al
knowledge will create a ripple
effect reaching thousands of
students, bridging the gap be-
tween academia and industry,
and fostering a tech-savvy gen-
eration.

Sarim Aziz, Meta’s Public
Policy Director for South and
Central Asia, emphasized
Meta’s commitment to Pak-
istan's Al-driven growth, not-
ing, “With Urdu support now
available, Meta AI opens
doors for local communities to
engage with technology like
never before. Our goal is to
help public sector and acade-
mia harness Al to drive inno-
vation and deliver better
services to citizens.”s

Zong and ICBC Pakistan Operations forge strategic
partnership for cloud, data center & digital ICT services

Islamabad: Zong has en-
tered into a landmark strategic
partnership with the Industrial
and Commercial Bank of
China (ICBC) Pakistan Oper-
ations to deliver a comprehen-
sive suite of advanced ICT
infrastructure and managed
digital services.

Under this collaboration,
Zong will provide a cloud plat-
form designed to meet ICBC’s
operational and security re-
quirements, along with IT in-
frastructure and end-to-end
secure connectivity. These

services will be hosted at
Zong'’s state-of-the-art High-
Performance Computing Cen-

digital facilities.

The scope of services will

further extend to managed Wi-

ter (HPCC) in Islamabad; one

Fi and enterprise communica-

of Pakistan’s most advanced tion solutions, empowering

ICBC’s nationwide operations

with seamless, reliable, and se-

cure network performance.
The official signing cere-
mony took place at CMPak
Headquarters, and was at-
tended by senior leadership
and executive teams from both
organizations. This strategic
alliance marks a significant
milestone in strengthening
digital cooperation between
the two entities. It underscores
Zong’s unwavering commit-
ment to enabling Pakistan’s fi-

nancial sector with secure,

scalable, and resilient digital
infrastructure that meets inter-
national standards of perform-
ance and compliance.
Speaking on the occasion,
Fan Jiehuan, Deputy Director
of Business Solutions said: “We
are proud to partner with ICBC
in advancing their digital trans-
formation journey. This collab-
oration reflects our shared
vision to drive innovation, secu-
rity, and reliability through
world-class ICT infrastructure
and cloud services in Pakistan’s
financial ecosystem.”n

OPPO launches
Find X9 Series

Spain: OPPO has unveiled
the Find X9 Series marking a
new chapter in its push into
the global premium smart-
phone market. The launch
as

comes the company’s
|

global user base surpasses 740
million, reflecting its growth
and strong appeal among
younger consumers driven by
user-centric innovation. Ling
Liu, Overseas Chief Market-
ing Officer at OPPO said with
Find X9 Series, OPPO aims to
lead the new era of mobile im-
aging and set a new bench-
mark for camera flagships,
marking a new chapter in our
premium smartphone and in-
novation journey.s

Telenor's strong performance in Nordics
Is contrasted by challenges in Asia

Fornebu: Telenor had a
strong performance in the third
quarter, with service revenues
increasing by 2.7 per cent year-
over-year and adjusted
EBITDA growing by 5.4 per
cent. Free cash flow before
M&A also saw a significant in-
crease of 50 per cent year-on-
year. As a result, the outlook
for 2025 has been adjusted.

The Nordic business
showed solid results in the
third quarter, with 2.1 per cent
organic growth in service rev-
enues and an 8.0 per cent in-

crease in adjusted EBITDA.
This growth was driven by
strong service revenue gains,
higher Lyse Tele roaming rev-
enues in Norway, and effective
cost reductions.

Adjusted EBITDA in Asia
increased by 4.1 per cent, but
potential headwinds from spec-
trum and data-related expenses
may impact cash flows in the
short-to-medium term.
Grameenphone achieved top-
line growth this quarter despite
challenging market conditions,
while Telenor Pakistan saw

strong service revenue growth
leading to a 17 per cent in-
crease in EBITDA. The regula-
tory approval for the sale of
Telenor Pakistan marks a sig-
nificant milestone in the exit
process.

Geopolitical tensions, ex-
treme weather events, and cy-
berattacks are putting pressure
on the critical infrastructure in
the Nordics. A recent survey
revealed that one in three Nor-
wegians believe a major digital
attack could disrupt essential
societal functions.=

Sheikh Nahyan pledges more aid

Dubai: The Chairman of
Bank Alfalah, His Excellency
Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al
Nahyan and the board of direc-
tors has approved an additional
PKR 1.4 billion to help rebuild
communities devastated by

floods.

This latest commitment
brings the Bank’s total contribu-
tion towards comprehensive flood
relief and rehabilitation since the
2022 floods to $15 million, high-
lighting its sustained efforts to sup-

for flood victims

port communities following cata-
strophic climate events.

The announcement was
made by Atif Bajwa, President
and CEO of Bank Alfalah, dur-
ing a press conference held in
Karachi.m=

Veeam acquires
data security
company Secu-
riti Al for $1.7b

Karachi: The Kirkland,
Washington-based company
has signed a definitive agree-
ment to acquire Securiti A, a
company that gives enterprises
a command center for all of
their data. The $1.725 billion
deal is a mix of cash and stock
and is expected to close the first
week of December.

Securiti was founded in
2019 by Rehan Jalil. The com-
pany raised more than $156
million in venture capital

from investors, including
Mayfield, General Catalyst,
and Cisco Investments,

among others.

Upon the close of the
transaction, the Insight Part-
ners-owned Veeam will offer
Securiti’s data command cen-
ter product alongside its exist-
ing offerings. Jalil will join
Veeam as the president of se-
curity and Al.=
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vivo X200 Pro

Display

6.53" & 8.03"

Front Camera:20+20MP

OLWEEN Rear Camera:50+50+50MP

Battery

6000mAh

Memory

16GB+512GB

6.78"
Front 32MP

Rear Camera 50+50+200MP
6000mAh
proseinsey

vivo V60 5G

Display

6.31"

Camera

Front 50MP
Rear Camera 50+50+8MP

Battery

6500mAh

Memory

RAM & ROM
12GB+512GB

Charging

90w

vivo V60 Lite 5G

6.77"

Camera

Front Camera:50MP
Rear Camera:50+50+8MP

Battery 6500mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB
12GB+512GB
90W

vivo Y21d

Display 6.77" Display 6.68"

Front 32MP Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera 50+8MP Rear Camera:50+0.08MP
Battery 6500mAh Battery 6500mAh

RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
Memory Memory 4GB+128GB

12GB+256GB 6GB+128GB
Charging 0w Charging 44W
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vivo Y29

6.68"

Camera

Front Camera:8MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP

Battery 6500mAh
128GB
Memory 256GB
Charging 44w
vivo Y400
Display 6.67"
Front Camera:8MP
AIRes Rear Camera:50+2MP
Battery 6000mAh
: . RAM & ROM
Memory 8GB+256GB
Charging 44W

MOBILE

| g

3 LD =100

Powerful Torch

Smart Camera

'Z::{f:

Bluetooth Dialer

(

Wireless FM Radio

vivo Y19s

Display 6.68"
- Front Camera:5MP
Camera Rear Camera:50+0.08MP
Battery 5500mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 4GB+128GB
6GB+128GB
Charging 15W Fast Charge

vivo Y04

Display

6.74"

Camera

Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera:13+0.08MP

Battery 5500mAh
RAM & ROM

Memory 4GB+64GB
4GB+128GB

Charging 15W

MOBILE

e

23
((Sound )

o

FM Radio

foE0o

waww.memobile.pk

S Sl

<

MEMOBILE

MEMOBILE

|
3000mAn
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Realme 14 5G
Rs. 99,999

Chipset: Qualcomm Snapdragon
6Gen 4, GPU: Adreno 810

6.67 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP, Back: 50 MP

6000 mAh

RAM 12GB ROM 512 GB

Brilliant Performance

6.7" HD+

Hole Punch Display

50MP Triple Al

13MP Selfie Camera

5000mAh

Battery

128GB ROM

B* RAM

Realme 14T 5G
Rs. 79,999

Chipset: Mediatek Dimensity
6300, GPU: Mali-G57 MC2

6.67 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP, Back: Dual
Camera 50 MP + 2 MP

6000 mAh

RAM 12GB ROM 256 GB

NOTE70
Dare To Live Life Out Loud

6.8" HD+

Sunligh

NOKIA

NOKIA

105 CLASSIC

8OO mAh 1.77in (4.5 cm)

HVD

MAKERS OF NOKIA PHONES

| ADVANCETELECOM W www.advancetelecom.com.pk

5900

@ Smart Camera. ‘

[Tec 1T 2166

MAKE YOUR OWN STYLE STATEMENT

ALKER

Phone That Will Speak For You

KING

::‘[’J 1000 mAh Battery _D

Dual 5IM , Speakerphore 2000
Contacts, Wireless FM, King Tal

( ﬁ Magic sound }

¥ L 3 /ADVANCETELECOM www.advancetelecom.com.pk
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G'FIVE

T PHOMNE

MAGIC

)

Built in
S

Age SN 65
Pt SR S ol
k+a 08 #a

POWER DISPLAY SMART
SPEAKERS 1
3D 1IC

I CAMERA

BATTERY

2.4inches 3500mAh  MEDIATEK AUTO CALL 1000

SCREEN DISPLAY BATTERY CHIPSET RECORDING CONTACTS

mah

WWWwW.SCFIVEPAKISTARN.C

W3lLite

YV ¥YY N
#WintelW3Lite

AVAILABLE
NOW

YOUR FAVORITE

l8inches  3500mAh  MAGIC  AUTOCALL 1000

uniQuUeLY
AMAZING

' THUNDER
PEAKERS

e GAMES
s @Eun:rm

2.4inches 3500mAh MAGIC  AUTOCALL 1000
SCREEN DISPLAY  BATTERY VOICE RECORDING CONTACTS

a1

WWW.WINTELPAKISTAN.COM

PHILIPS AT | | PHILIPS AVADVANCE

PHILIPS

FUN 101

PHILIPS
FUN 100

SPECIFICATIONS

@ 2.0 inches )
0.08MP

IEI 1500mAh

( n 2.0 inches DtsplaD
( Dual SIM Support)
( 1000mAh Battery)

sen

8P @ / ADVANCETELECOM & www.advancetelecom.com.pk
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INnfinix

2
ZENITH

XPAD

Feel. Enjoy. Together

FHD+ 11"90Hz
Bright Display

R R 20.995/)

Muiti-Device

‘ Hello G99
Collaboration Drag to Connact

‘With 4G LTE Connectad

ER R 50.999/)

4-Speaker
Sterec Sound System

Samsung A36

Rs. 119,999

Chipset: Qualcomm SM6475-AB
Snapdragon 6 Gen 3, CPU:
Octa-core (4 x 24 GHz
Cortex-AT8 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

Processor

6.7 Inches, Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Display
Front: 12 MP, Main: Triple Camera
. 50 MP, f/1.8, (wide), 1/1.96",
O EIEH pDAF, OIS + 8 MP, 72,2, (ultrawide)
, 1/4.0" + 5 MP, fi2.4, (macro)
Battery
Memory

- /

5000 mAh

RAM 8GB ROM 256GB

Samsung Galaxy A24

Rs. 72,999
~
Chipset: Mediatek MT8781
Helio G99 (6nm) CPU: Octa-core
(2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-A76 +
6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Battery
/=050l RAM 8GB  ROM 128GB

Front: 13 MP, Main: Triple Camera
50 MP, /1.8, (wide), PDAF, OIS
+5 MP, /2.2, (ultrawide),
1/5" + 2 MP, /2.4, {(macro)

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable),

2

ZENITH

Infinix

HOT60Pro* .

Paper Thin, Power In

45W 5160mAh
S5-Year Durable Battery

6.78" 144Hz AMOLED
Coming Gorilla Glass 7i

Infinix Al
One-Tap Adaptive

Mediatek Helio G200
Powerful Processor

Available Now

Xiaomi Store

Autharized Reselier

Redmi 14C

Rounded Design Aesthetic
Glamour at your fingertips

Clol: Rl biicl: 8 Rs. 26,299

Battery

Bla0mAh

Processor ’

Helia G81-Ultra

Charging ‘

18W Fast Charging

Display ‘

6,B8" Dot Drop Display

Samsung Galaxy A15

Rs. 52,999

Chipset: Mediatek Helio G99
(6 nm), CPU: Octa-core (2 x 2.2 Ghz

Cortex-A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.5 Inches, Super
AMOLED Touchscreen

Front: 13 MP, /2.0, (wide)
Main: Triple Camera: 50 MP,
/1.8, (wide), AF + 5 MP, f/2.2,
(ultrawide) + 2 MP, f/2.4, (macro)

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable)

RAM 6GB
ROM 128GB
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@50MP & (@ S5202808

{BGE Extended RAM)

VGO TEL NEW 16 @@

The Rhythm
Never Break

_BUyNow Rs. 18,750
o,

Poweredty (TTTTY

0 wersin @

VGO TEL

Introducing
Smart 12
C/i i
Live the Upgrade

128GB + 4GB (868 Extendabile RAM) | 5000 mAh (Built-in Battery) | SOMP {4l Rear Camera)

Rs. 19,750

@ vgotelpk
o vgotelpakistan

0 www.vgotel.com

VGO TEL®

Introducing

SMART 13

Light up

your . g
T2 Rs. 22,250

:&E'wmwl E mkﬁwl%ﬁ@@h ]

o\'gmelpakistan . www.vgotel.com @ vgotelpk

Infinix Note 50 Pro

Chipset: MediaTek Helio G100

Sl Ultimate, GPU: Mali-G57 MC2

Display

6.78 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 32 MP

Camera Back: 50 MP + 8 MP

5200 mAh

Battery

VU]’ RAM 12GB ROM 256GB

0 i d |

Infinix Hot 60 Pro

Chipset: Mediatek
Helio G200, GPU:
Mali-G57 MC2

6.78 Inches,AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

== ¥ Front; 13 MP
Camera Back: 50 MP
Battery 5160mAh

(S0 RAM 8GB  ROM 128GB
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO

6.78"AMOLED144Hz

Front Camera:13MP
Rear Camera:50MP

TECNO

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO PLUS

I IPMQI- 6.78"AMOLED144Hz

Front Camera:13MP
Rear Camera:50MP

RAM/ROM RAM/ROM
8GB+256GB 8GB+256GB
45W Fast Charging
45W : :
30W Wireless Chargin
Fast Charging ging
5200 mAh 5200 mAh

TECNO CAMON 40 PRO

6.8” AMOLED 120Hz

Front Camera:50MP

L8 Rear Camera:50MP+8MP

N RAM/ROM
——— 8GB+256GB
Charging 45W

Fast Charging

5200 mAh

TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G

6.78" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: 50MP
SR Recir: (X% £
12GB Ram+512GB ROM
Ll (12GB12GB extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30 PREMIER 5G

\ m 678" AMOLED 144Hz

Front: 50MP

_amero
. SOMP Sony IMXBSO0 (DIS)
m Recr +80 Zxms0 UW+I5P

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh

TECNO

TECNO CAMON 30

6.78” AMOLED 120Hz

Front: 50MP

Camei |'~'.'.' Rear: 50MP

12GB Ram+256GB ROM

W) (12GB12GB extended)

70W, Ultra Charge
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Import Data Smart Phones (Importer Wise
m Importer Name Brand aty Oct-25 Ao
FUTURE TECH APPLE 26 22,986
DB LINK ]PRNATE] LIMITED APPLE a0 19,040
INTRO TECHNOLOGY APPLE 3 =
NEXTWAVE DISTRIBUTION (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE % 3
MzS AS TRADING APPLE 205 61,687

_1OT TRADERS (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
M/S BK TRADERS APPLE 4,325 1,603,196
ROCKERS TRADING APPLE X =

_AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD APPLE 1,093 1,377,260
M/S NEXALINK APPLE i 2
SMART FLOW (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE . -
ENABLING SOLUTIONS ‘SMC—PRNATE[ LIMITED APPLE - -
CITI TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 2 =
IPHONE CITY APPLE - 5
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
SMART SOLUTIONS APPLE 141 51,010
AL NAFEESA ENTERPRISES APPLE i y
GNEXT SOLUTIONS ]PRNATE] LIMITED APPLE - -

_GNEXT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 5,353 5,672,452
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE 118 37,477
ACTION MOBILE APPLE - -

; MOBCARRY (PRI\H\TEI LIMITED APPLE - =
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE 166 180,902
SHOPME APPLE B 5

DERIMOD ENTERPRISES APPLE r z
MOBO MOBILE (PVT.) LIMITED APPLE - =
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE - =

_LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 2397 3,051,639
WAQAS MOBILES APPLE 3 Z
MYSHA ENTERPRISES APPLE - -
NAYYAR ENTERPRISES N APPLE _ I
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE z 7
M/S. C RIGHT MOBILE APPLE 5 5
TRADE BATCH INTERNATIONAL APPLE - -
MY REHMANI TRADERS APPLE 349 152,928
GREEN ENTERPRISES APPLE - =
CORETECH APPLE 53 16,470
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION APPLE 6,820 2,021,139
USRA COMMUNICATION APPLE 3 -
PICK N SAVE APPLE - -

; EUROTEL TRADING APPLE 381 136,277
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS APPLE £ 5

- HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE Z 3
APPLE - -
UNITED TRADERS APPLE - =

BELLCO TRADING COMPANY (PRIVATE) LIMITED E-TACHI 22 220

_SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD MINTT 3 5
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED HMD Z Z
SICCOTEL TRADING HMD - -

G' FIVE MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED GFIVE - .
m i INFOCOM GADGETS LPRIVATH‘ LIMITED CALME = =
FAYWA TRADING (PRIVATE) LIMITED FAYWA L =

_M/S AS TRADING GOQGLE 508 30,593
DB LINK (PRIVATE) LIMITED GOOGLE 203 17,569
SAHAA TRADERS GOOGLE 506 42,440
EUROTEL TRADING GODOGLE = =
M/S BK TRADERS GOOGLE 8,265 921,438
MICROTEL TRADING GOOGLE 200 17,010
SHOPME GODOGLE - -
SICCOTEL TRADING GOOGLE z 5
S.A.Q COMMUNICATION GOOGLE 9,280 877,931
SMART TECHNOLOGIES GOOGLE - -

_AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS GOOGLE - -
SMART SOLUTIONS GOOGLE 431 41,782
POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED HELLO TECH - -

_EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS - -
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED 2 2
A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED ALLCALL - -

_UNITED COMMUNICATION {PVT.) LIMITED D CODE = =
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE 5 362
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G 5,000 139,447
PICK N SAVE DIGNO = =}
ALPHA ENETWORK (PRIVATE) LIMITED M-HORSE - -
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED MEIZU . -

_A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMIITED ETEL - -
GOLDEN TECHNOLOGICS HONOR 12,400 698,925
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES HONOR
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 170,500 14,821,443
ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX 3 660
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX ‘ s
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX i A
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.} LIMITED INFINIX 2 490
MOBICELL (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX - _
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX 126,000 9,404,216
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD ITEL 30,000 1,230,180
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED EL 3 3
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 10,000 984,004
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL . .

" ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED EL 25,000 548,093
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS tPRWATE] LIMITED ITEL - =
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL = 5

“SKYLINES INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATES OUKITEL . B
YOUNG TECH (PRN&TE} LIMITED KXD = =
S.A.Q COMMUNICATION MOTOROLA 157 6,711
M/S BK TRADERS MOTOROLA 58 4,072
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS MOTOROLA B B
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA - -
SMART TECHNOLOGIES MOTOROLA : -

“FORTLINE (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA R .
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA 3 .
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA = =
SICCOTEL TRADING NOKIA . -
UNITED NATION NOKIA . _
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOTHING 510 152,350
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION NO NAME 1,273 95,504
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME g B
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Brand Oct-25
| Qty Amt
| LOGISTICS PROPEL NO NAME = -
ACTION MOBILE NO NAME - B
| ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME = 7
| EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS NO NAME - =
| M/S GREEN GATE GLOBAL NO NAME - =
| ICONIC STARS ELECTRONICS NO NAME = -
|'A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME - 2
| AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME - B
| EUROTEL TRADING NO NAME S =
| PICK N SAVE NO NAME - =
| EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO 80,600 6,752,800
| IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED oPPO . B
| "UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED Q MOBILE = -
| EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME 103,500 7,896,000
SUNTON MOBILE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME 26 7,580
| LOGISTICS PROPEL REALME 2 920 T
| M/S BK TRADERS SAMSUNG 1,593 433,672
| MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED “SAMSUNG o = I
| CORETECH SAMSUNG R 3
SICCOTEL TRADING SAMSUNG - 2
| 'SMART TECHNOLOGIES SAMSUNG - B
| SMART SOLUTIONS SAMSUNG 220 58,222
| M/s As TRADING SAMSUNG 242 69,890
| SHOPME SAMSUNG E -
PICK N SAVE SAMSUNG < H
|'S.A.Q COMMUNICATION SAMSUNG 2,565 710,248
| /AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS SAMSUNG e = i
| 'SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG = B
| GREEN ENTERPRISES N T ~ SAMSUNG : ] 1]
| LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 121,650 17,026,950
| SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG 12 3,402
| EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG 25 7,088
YOUNG TECH {PRIVATE) LIMITED SD MOBILE 25,000 1,650,523
| AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD TECNO = Z
| SAHAA TRADERS TECNO - R
| ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 145,004 12,306,743
| TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED [ n 2 W 9,866 il
| CORETECH = N
[ uNITED MOBILE 8 A a W = !
| SICCOTEL TRADING = R
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED 187,500 21,878,000
| EZEE SOLUTIONS ULEFONE 30,006 1,138,024
| COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO z =
| SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL - -
| ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED VILLAON a 320
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED VILLAON
| M/S.ZENITH ENTERPRISE VILLAON = B
| INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED VILLAON = B
| EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS h ¥ 3 XIAOMI - 1,999 482,347 I
| CORETECH XIAOMI - -
| TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 13 5,160
| M/S GREEN GATE GLOBAL XIAOMI - -
| GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI . ¥
| STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES {PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI - B
| OPTIMUS. XIAOMI 43,513
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI N 3,372,499
| 'UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED X MOBILE = -
| DEPLOY (PVT.} LIMITED X MOBILE = =
| VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED. S TN X MOBILE = = - - )
| PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED ZEEKER - B
VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED - .4 ZTE _s W W 26622 00000 B il
| SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED ZTE - 1,461,601
| AZURE TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED ZTE - -
| UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED ZTE - #
| APPLE 21,817 14,404,464
CALME . N
| MINTT - -
| HMD - -
| ALLCALL - .
| mERzy F = By . - g .
GFIVE 19,393 1,948,763
| GOOGLE 22 220
|E-TACHT R A B = = il
| DUKITEL = -
| FAYWA - -
| ULEFONE = -
| HELLO TECH - -
| sEGo - =
| BLACKVIEW 5: 362
| o'cope BB 5,000 139,447 ]
| GIT 46 5 = -
B 12,400 698,925 ]
296,505 24,226,809
65,000 3,162,277
215 10,782
g w 1,273 I
80,600
-2 Y 2 510 T
| Q MOBILE = -
| 'REALME 103,530 7,904,500
| SAMSUNG 126,307 18,309,471
SD MOBILE - 5
| TECNOD 170,026 13,967,132
| vivo 187,500 21,878,000
| ViLLAON 4 320
VGOTEL 30,006 1,138,024
| X MOBILE - =
| x1iaomi 45,525 3,860,007
ZEEKER - »
| ZTE 26,622 1,461,601
| Total 1,192,260 120,111,757
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra i n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telacommunication Ll

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Vivo V60 Lite

Spring Summer

Al Aura Light Portrait

65C9

BlueVolt Battery

+
Q0w

*Advertising creativity. Pictures shown are for reference. The actual product shall prevail.

Natural Autumn Winter

MediaTek Dimensity

7360-Turbo

Infinity AMOLED Display
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ZEISS Portrait So Pro
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