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Ensure the Telenor baki
safety of polio

teams from
assailants

Pakistan is struggling hard to free itself from the polio menace, yet
the efforts to this end are being thwarted by the attacks on the polio
vaccination teams, particularly in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and tribal
belt of the country, where the polio cases have been continuing to erupt
over the last many years.

rlink joins hands with
MSF to educate kids in

nubia celebrates record
import of 400,000 handsets
in a grand show

Pakistan’s poor economic condition forces it to rely on foreign aid Zubair Kasuri Editor-in-Chief 0321-519 7777
in areas such as health, education, and climate disasters, for which
financial assistance in millions of dollars is received every year. Matin Haider Resident Editor Islamabad ~ 0333-525 2553

Two key donors, the Gates Foundation and theAgence francaise de

développement (AFD), play a crucial role in supporting Pakistan's

national health institutions for polio eradication and training health Usman Yagoob Director Marketing 0321-466 4602
workers to administer vaccines. The donor countries monitor the use Abdullah Marketing Manager 0320-804 0814
of their money on the touchstone of the eradication of the problem as
a matter of giving value to human lives and to check the spread of this
malady to their areas.

Pakistan carries out multiple nationwide polio vaccination
campaigns throughout the year, for which teams comprising teachers,
civil servants of health and other departments are formed to perform
the job. However, it is our dilemma that we have failed to provide Azhar Javed General Manager
adequate security for health workers, leading to numerous attacks and
casualties. During the first three days of the national polio eradication

Zafar Khan Afridi Senior Graphic Designer

campaign in Pakistan, over 38 million children have been vaccinated. Mohammad Rehan Chopra Senior Advocate 0300-4304905
Yet the campaign is marred by the attacks on the polio teams. Ahmed Shaheryar Khan  Senior Advocate 0345-8350915
Pakistan, along with Afghanistan, is one of the last two Mirza Nabeel Tahir Senior Advocate 0321-5207551

countrieswhere polio remains endemic, with 30 cases reported this
year, the majority in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. During the year-end
polio campaign, Pakistan continues to be plagued by a resurgence of
terrorist activity. One particularly troubling aspect of this violence is
the ongoing attacks on polio teams as they carry out their duties across
the country. In KP’s Bajaur district, at least two individuals, including Haider Chohan Admin Manager 0333-4132462
a police constable, were killed by unidentified attackers targeting a
polio team during the second day of the nationwide campaign. This

Umar Shafqgat Tax Consultant 0323-426 2291

incident highlights the enduring and tragic challenges faced by Pakistan Lahore Office
in addressing its polio crisis, which has been fueled by decades of Flat# 200/14, First Floor, Tariq Block Market, New Garden Town,
extremist propaganda that persists into the 21st century. Lahore 042-32112351
Pakistan remains one of the few countries where polio persists
due to state failure and social manipulation. Attacks like these have Ali Hassan Manager Social Media 0323-497 2029
a significant impact on eradication efforts, creating fear among health Ahmed Ali Manager Marketing Mix FM 100 0301-800 6300
workers and security personnel and hindering outreach to remote areas.
Extremists are emboldened by such violence, seeing it as confirmation o
of their beliefs. The attack in Bajaur is particularly significant, as the Registration No. PCPB/106
area has a history of militant presence, highlighting the connection
between armed militancy and the spread of anti-polio conspiracies. (Vol. 36 Issue: 87) Price Rs: 1500
The journey towards a polio-free Pakistan has been challenging, Discount on one-year subscription Rs 3,000
with various obstacles to overcome, but significant progress has been total Rs 15,000
made. Despite the complexities that have hindered Pakistan’s efforts to www.flare.pk | Email: flare.mag@gmail.com
eradicate polio, the fight has continued until we receive international
certification as a polio-free nation. Printed at UOB Printer

‘While the Prime Minister has appropriately denounced the attack,
expressed sorrow, and promised to hold the culprits accountable,
mere condemnation is not enough. A more substantial dedication to
prevention is necessary. Polio teams need to be given strong security
with sufficient and noticeable law enforcement presence, especially in
high-risk areas. Surveillance and quick response capabilities should be
enhanced to prevent attackers from getting away without consequences. Zubair Ahmed Kasuri, (Editor-in-Chief) publisher of FLARE Business
Additionally, a continuous education campaign is crucial to counter News Magazine published from House No. 46, Block J, Gulberg
the harmful narratives spread by certain seminaries and amplified on i1 Lahore
social media. : i

Prepress at Fotoscan Process
25-C Lower Mall, Lahore.
Ph: 042-37111906, 37234042
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Corruption’s price tag

Recently, the IMF released the ‘Governance and Corruption
Diagnostic Report on Pakistan’, which reflects that Pakistan’s
governance indicators rank poorly, underlining the need to
control corruption, enforce contracts and protect property
rights.

The recent IMF report also highlights that Pakistan is estimated
to lose up to 6.5 percent of its GDP annually due to corruption
and “elite capture,” which amounts to approximately $16
billion. The persistent evil of corruption has hindered economic
growth, eroded public trust and delivered poor service.
Corruption drains public funds, discourages investment and
fuels inflation and poverty. Moreover, politically, it undermines
democratic institutions, creates instability and weakens the
rule of law by fostering patronage and making public services
inefficient. The weakness of anti-corruption and anti-graft
departments in Pakistan has contributed severely to this
menace, after accountability laws have lost their worth.

Zain-Ul Abdin Jessar, Larkana

Rheumatoid arthritis care

Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) 1s a chronic and painful condition
that has inflicted on millions of people worldwide, causing
joint swelling, stiffness, and potential damage to organs like
the heart and kidneys. While modern medications can help
manage symptoms, they often come with significant side
effects, leading to a growing interest in natural remedies.
Citrullus colocynthis, also known as bitter apple, is one
such plant that has been traditionally used to treat its anti-
inflammatory properties.

This natural remedy is being studied by scientists for its
potential benefits.

Through computer-based molecular docking techniques,
researchers investigated how compounds in this plant interact
with targets related to inflammation. Three compounds from
the methanolic extract showed strong activity: trehalose, (E)-
4-(3-hydroxyprop-1-en-1-yl), and 3,5-dihydroxybiphenyl.
These compounds were found to be as effective as
methotrexate, a commonly used drug for RA. Animal studies
further supported these findings, showing reduced levels of
inflammatory markers like rheumatoid factor and C-reactive
protein in treated subjects. Joint swelling decreased visibly,
and overall joint health improved, suggesting the plant’s
potential in alleviating arthritis-related inflammation and
discomfort.

Dr. Muti-ur-Rehman, Lahore

[L.and is borrowed, never owned

During a recent visit to the Ravi River in Lahore, I heard
stories of how the recent flood took back what once belonged
to the river. Fields that had been turned into housing schemes
were submerged in flood water overnight. It was a reminder
that the river, once thought tamed and under control, was only
waiting for its moment to return and recoup its land.

In coastal settlements around Karachi, the water creeps further
inland each year. Areas that were once playgrounds, courtyards
and open spaces are submerged during high tides. What was
once a seasonal nuisance has now turmed into a constant threat,

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

with seawater invading the city.

The rise of the concrete jungle due to unplanned urbanisation
has made matters worse. Just as encroachments squeezed
the Ravi, Karachi’s shoreline has been steadily eaten up
by real estate projects. Luxury housing blocks rise where
mangroves once stood. These mangroves were not just
trees; they were the city’s armour, absorbing waves,
sheltering fish nurseries, and shielding coastal communities.
Now, with the protective green belt disappearing, every storm
tide reminds Karachi that the sea is not passive. Like the
Ravi, it has a memory. Scientists warn that by 2050, parts of
Karachi, like Korangi Creek, Hawkesbay and even sections
of DHA Phase-VIII, could permanently submerge underwater
if sea level continues to rise. But the warning is not without
reason. The advance of the sea is already visible, step by step,
and tide by tide.

The matter needs immediate attention because, whether it is
Pumnjab or Sindh, water always comes back to retrieve its land.

Kundan Kumar, Karachi

Abolishing dowry

I wish to bring to your attention a social evil that continues to
cause distress for many. It 1s the dowry that has come up as
a heavy burden on the parents of the bride. The tradition of
dowry, now shaped up as an evil, has multiple reasons for its
hitherto survival with full force despite many steps taken to
eradicate it.

“The Dowry and Bridal Gift Act of 1976 does not only ban
dowry completely, but it imposes serious restrictions on
it,” stated Fauzia Viqar, the first Chairperson of the Punjab
Commission on the Status of Women, highlighting our mission
to achieve a full ban.

“Zanjir-e-Riwaj” 1s a student-led initiative that began as a
Global Perspectives Project and forms a significant part of
our GCSE curriculum. It aims to advocate for the complete
eradication of dowry. Dowry is not merely a cultural anomaly;
it 1s a societal dypport primarily targets lower-income groups
and does not address the practice as a whole.

We believe abolition of this burdensome norm will pave the
way for a prosperous and equitable future for our society.

Noor Zahra, Lahore

Vegetables in Pakistan

OHarassment in co-educational institutions has become a
rowing concern, affecting the learning environment and
emotional well-being of students. Incidents like teasing,
bullying, inappropriate comments, and misuse of social
media create fear and discomfort, especially among female
students. Schools and colleges must adopt strict policies,
initiate awareness campaigns, and put in place confidential
reporting systems. Teachers and school administrators also
need to ensure that complaints are taken with due seriousness.
At the same time, students are required to be educated about
respectful behaviour, gender sensitivity, and the consequences
of harassment. Parents also need to play their vital role in
this regard.

Nabila Naeem, Rawalpindi

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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he 21st meeting of the Standing Com-

mittee on Finance and Revenue, chaired

by Chairman Syed Naveed Qamar, held

at the Parliament House, has expressed
deep concern over the “unreasonably high” taxes
imposed on mobile phones, emphasising that they
are no longer luxury goods and should not be com-
pared to high-value imported items like luxury ve-
hicles.

The Committee received a detailed briefing
from the Chairman of the Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) and the Chairman of the
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) on the taxation
regime for mobile phones brought by overseas Pa-
kistanis into the country. Syed Ali Qasim Gillani,
MNA, and other Committee members criticised
the high taxes on imported mobile phones, par-
ticularly those brought in by overseas Pakistanis,
while noting the hardships the overseas and local
users undergo to earn their sustenance. Chairman
Syed Naveed Qamar reiterated his concerns about
the excessive taxes on mobile phones, highlighting
their essential role in daily life. He underlined the
need for a fair and practical tax structure that re-
flects the existing realities. He instructed the FBR
and Tax Policy Office to reassess the tax rates on
mobile phone imports and submit a detailed re-
port with recommendations by March 2026 for the
Committee’s review.

Member of Parliament Kasim Gilani pushed
for tax reform and brought to the committee’s no-
tice, a recent post on X that the FBR would con-
sider rationalising the PTA tax if recommended
by the Finance Ministry’s Tax Policy Office. This
potential development could benefit smartphone
users in Pakistan. While there has been no official
confirmation from the government, Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA), or FBR, the dis-
cussion around reducing taxes on imported devices
is gaining traction. The PTA tax, which essentially
consists of federal charges on imported phones,
has been a point of contention among consum-
ers. Since Pakistan has a large young population
relying on smartphones for various activities like
online education and work, reducing taxes could
improve digital inclusion. However, any modifi-
cations to the tax structure would need approval
from the relevant authorities. Despite generating
significant revenue from mobile phone registration
fees, there is a growing demand for reform to foster
digital growth and accessibility in the country.

After intense debate in Parliament, there is high
hope that the government is considering lower-
ing the high import taxes on smartphones, which
could lead to reduced device prices for many users.
A legislator advocating for reform mentioned that
the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) would sup-
port a reduction if recommended by the Tax Policy
Office of the finance ministry.

Currently, imported phones in Pakistan are sub-
ject to substantial duties, sales tax, and registration
fees, resulting in inflated prices compared to inter-
national markets. The government justifies these
taxes as measures to regulate imports and combat
the grey market, but critics argue that they impede
digital access, education, and e-commerce for the
general population.

iPhone and other mobile brands contribute to
Pakistan’s revenue through import taxes and du-
ties. High-end imported phones like iPhones gener-
ate significant tax revenue because they face higher
import tariffs compared to cheaper, locally assem-
bled devices.

However, an analysis of the brands of imported
devices registered in the country reveals a striking
fact: despite being among the most popular devic-
es, iPhones account for the smallest share of reg-
istered phones. This indicates that heavy taxation
on high-end devices pushes users towards the grey
market and unregistered usage.

Pakistan’s multi-tiered tax structure burdens ex-
pensive smartphones disproportionately. FBR tax-
es on mobile phones depend on the device’s value,
with high-end phones incurring considerably high-
er charges. This tax policy makes the mandatory
registration of devices through the official PTA
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Legislators call
for cut in taxes on
smartphones to
bene

it laymen

CUT IN TAXES on
SMARTHRONES

Lower Prices, More Savings

Chairman Naveed QQamar expressed concerns about the
high taxes on mobile phones, given their importance in
daily life. He directed the FBR and Tax Policy Office to
review import tax rates and submit recommendations by
March 2026

DIRBS system less attractive for consumers of pre-
mium brands like Apple.

The consequence of this tax regime is a flour-
ishing grey market. Users seeking premium phones
often resort to purchasing through unofficial chan-
nels, using them unregistered with local SIMs for
60 days before switching. Some consumers rely
solely on Wi-Fi hotspots or engage in illicit prac-
tices like IMEI cloning to bypass the regulations.

The Committee received a de-
tailed briefing from the Chairman
of the PTA and the Chairman of
FBR on the taxation regime for
mobile phones brought by over-
seas Pakistanis into the country

Kasim Gilani, a member of the National As-
sembly and son of former Prime Minister and cur-
rent Senate Chairman Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani,
has criticised the excessive import taxes on smart-
phones and has been advocating for their reduc-
tion. Over recent months, he has campaigned to
lower the heavy taxes on iPhones and other smart
devices. Gilani has been lobbying across political
lines to ease what he considers unjust and unaf-
fordable taxes on imported smartphones. He em-

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

phasised that modern devices, especially high-end
phones used for work and digital income, are es-
sential for the country’s youth and its information
technology sector, rather than merely luxury items.

Initially, Gilani intended to introduce a reso-
lution against the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority’s (PTA) mobile registration tax in the
National Assembly. He stated that the government
assured him the issue would be addressed through a
parliamentary committee with the presence of the
FBR chairman. The FBR is responsible for tax col-
lection. Gilani added that the National Assembly’s
Finance Committee will review the matter with
relevant officials present, and he has gained sup-
port from various political factions. He highlight-
ed his personal experience, describing the current
tax system on smartphones as excessive; he men-
tioned paying half a million rupees in tax on just
two phones—almost as much as his car registration
fee—and regarded this burden as unreasonable.

In response to criticism over high duties and
taxes on mobile phones, the FBR explained that
passengers can register up to five mobile phones on
their passports, with duty and taxes for high-end
phones costing more than USD 500 differing be-
tween passport and CNIC registration. The FBR
stated that they are reviewing the process to resolve
the issue and will refund excess payments to those
who have paid more duty.

| DECEMBER, 2025
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Additionally, Pakistan and Turkey agreed to strengthen
cooperation in oil and gas, energy infrastructure, and
mining. Turkish Petroleum announced plans to open
an office in Islamabad this month, indicating a deeper
commitment to collaboration

ecent diplomatic and strategic shifts in

Pakistan’s relations with Saudi Arabia

and Turkey in the Middle East are not

erely symbolic gestures but a calcu-

lated effort to enhance its security, economic, and

geopolitical influence in South Asia. Through de-

fence partnerships, economic collaborations, and

energy ties, Pakistan is positioning itself as a stron-

ger regional player with a more diverse external
portfolio.

The cornerstone of this transformation is the
Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement (SMDA)
signed between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia in Sep-
tember 2025. This agreement formalises deep se-
curity cooperation, with both parties committing
to mutual defence in the face of aggression. This
move bolsters Pakistan’s deterrence capabilities
and marks a significant step in its regional security
contributions. The Federal Cabinet has approved
the agreement, signalling its intent to strength-
en defence ties, intelligence sharing, and military
training.

A notable development was the defence min-
ister’s suggestion that Pakistan could potentially
offer its nuclear program to Saudi Arabia if nec-
essary. While this statement has sparked debate, it
underscores Pakistan’s commitment to enhancing
its strategic alignment and sends a strong deter-
rence message to potential adversaries. It also in-
dicates Pakistan’s readiness to leverage its nuclear
capabilities to bolster its position in a challenging
strategic environment. In addition to military co-
operation, Pakistan is expanding its economic part-
nership with Saudi Arabia. The establishment of an
18-member high-level committee to drive econom-
ic collaboration under the Pakistan-Saudi Arabia
Economic Framework highlights Islamabad’s fo-
cus on improving economic ties with Riyadh. This
committee, coordinated by the Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC), aims to explore op-
portunities in energy, infrastructure, climate re-
silience, and environmental protection to support

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Pakistan’s economic recovery and strengthen its
ties with Gulf partners. Economic considerations
are vital, given Saudi Arabia’s significant invest-
ments and remittances to Pakistan. Strengthening
this economic relationship will help stabilise Paki-
stan’s macroeconomy amid external uncertainties.
The committee’s mandate includes exploring buy-
back investment models in agriculture and energy,
where Saudi investors would fund local projects in
exchange for long-term supply agreements.
Simultaneously, Pakistan is deepening its eco-
nomic and strategic collaboration with Turkey.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s visit to Islam-
abad in early 2025 resulted in the signing of 24
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) to enhance
the strategic partnership between the two countries.
These MoUs cover defence, energy, trade, agricul-

Minister for Power Sardar Awais
Ahmed Khan [L.eghari announced
that bids would be invited soon, as
the government completes prepa-

rations to open the first three
distribution companies (Discos) to
private investment

ture, science and technology, water resources, and
other areas for long-term cooperation. A key aim is
to boost bilateral trade to USD 5 billion, support-
ed by the Pakistan-Turkey Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) in effect since May 2023. Turkish invest-
ments are expected to focus on defence production,
technology, transport, and energy infrastructure,
leveraging Ankara’s strengths in these sectors. The
energy sector is a primary focus of collaboration,
with plans to revise the hydrocarbon cooperation
agreement to facilitate joint energy transition and
mining projects. This partnership will diversify
Pakistan’s energy sources and improve its energy
security, which is crucial for sustainable economic

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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growth and addressing energy challenges.

The Federal Minister praised Turkey’s predom-
inantly private-sector-driven power market and
thanked the Turkish government for facilitating
study visits by Pakistani power sector experts.

Pakistan aims to adopt elements of the Turkish
model, particularly the concessional frameworks
that attract private investment. The Power Division
is working on an Integrated Energy Plan and seeks
Turkey’s technical assistance in shaping it, drawing
on Ankara’s successful planning experience.

Both sides agreed to hold investment roadshows
in Turkey to attract potential bidders. Bayraktar
highlighted Turkey’s significant investments in
Pakistan, particularly in mining, a sector closely
linked to energy development, and described Pa-
kistan’s power market as crucial for Turkish busi-
nesses.

Additionally, Pakistan and Turkey agreed to
strengthen cooperation in oil and gas, energy in-
frastructure, and mining. Turkish Petroleum an-
nounced plans to open an office in Islamabad this
month, indicating a deeper commitment to collab-
oration. The two countries signed agreements for
oil and gas exploration and pledged to expand co-
operation in mining and equity participation in the
power sector.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Turkish
Minister of Energy and Natural Resources Al-
parslan Bayraktar oversaw the signing ceremony,
underscoring the historic ties between the two na-
tions and the shared commitment to enhancing
cooperation, particularly in the energy sector. The
agreements are expected to bring significant invest-
ment into Pakistan’s oil and gas exploration sector.
The two sides also agreed to explore further col-
laboration in the energy, petroleum, and mineral
sectors, with a ministerial delegation from Pakistan
set to visit Turkey soon. Turkish Energy Minister
Alparslan Bayraktar expressed plans for additional
ventures in partnership with Pakistan, emphasising
the importance of deeper collaboration in energy
and mining to achieve the $5 billion bilateral trade
target. Managing directors of key energy compa-
nies in Pakistan presented opportunities for collab-
oration in oil and gas exploration and mining to
their Turkish counterparts.

Collectively, these military and economic part-
nerships enhance Pakistan’s influence in South
Asia. The defence agreement with Saudi Arabia
strengthens Pakistan’s deterrence capabilities, sig-
nalling its readiness to counter security threats.
The economic collaboration with Saudi Arabia
and Turkey underscores a broader agenda of eco-
nomic cooperation, capital flows, and sustainable
development, reducing Pakistan’s reliance on tra-
ditional partners and fostering economic resilience.

Turkey’s significant investments in Pakistan,
particularly in mining, a sector closely linked to
energy development, described Pakistan's power
market as crucial for Turkish businesses.

Power Minister Sardar Awais Ahmed Khan
Leghari announced that bids would be invited soon
as the government completes preparations to open
the first three distribution companies (Discos) to
private investment.

He made these comments following a meeting
with Turkey’s Minister for Energy and Natural Re-
sources, Alparslan Bayraktar. Leghari emphasised
the importance of Turkish companies’ participa-
tion due to their extensive experience. An Expres-
sion of Interest (EOI) for the first three Discos’
privatisation (Iesco, Fesco, and Gepco) is set to be
issued.

Pakistan’s deepening ties with Saudi Arabia
and Turkey also elevate its diplomatic leverage,
positioning it as a mediator in regional conflicts
and enhancing its role in the Islamic geopolitical
landscape. This multi-layered approach signals
Pakistan’s commitment to long-term strategic part-
nerships and its willingness to engage with diverse
allies to advance its national interests. However,
these ambitions come with risks, including navigat-
ing tensions between Saudi Arabia and Iran, man-
aging power dynamics with Western partners, and
addressing domestic financial constraints.
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laboratory set up to
test solar panels at
global standard
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This cutting-edge

fa
titled “Establishment of PAK-KOREA Testing Laboratory
for PV Modules and Allied Equipment,” marks a significant
milestone in Pakistan’s journey towards sustainable
energy, technological advancement, and industrial growth

akistan, in partnership with the Korea In-

ternational Cooperation Agency (KOICA),

has set up the Pakistan-Korea PV Modules

Testing Laboratory. This cutting-edge facil-
ity, established under the project titled “Establish-
ment of PAK-KOREA Testing Laboratory for PV
Modules and Allied Equipment,” marks a significant
milestone in Pakistan’s journey towards sustainable
energy, technological advancement, and industrial
growth. The laboratory, funded with a $9.5 million
grant from KOICA and a local contribution of Rs.
185.8 million from the Public Sector Development
Program (PSDP), is set to become the first certified
testing facility for solar panels in Pakistan upon ac-
creditation.

The inauguration ceremony of the laboratory
was graced by the presence of CHANG Won Sam,
President of KOICA, H.E. PARK Jae-Lark, Ambas-
sador-in-Charge of the Republic of Korea, and Fed-
eral Secretary for Science and Technology, Shahid
Igbal Baloch, who, in his address, highlighted the
importance of this achievement for Pakistan’s renew-
able energy sector.

KOICA oversaw the construction of the labora-
tory, besides providing and installing all necessary
equipment for solar panel testing, and conducted
a comprehensive nine-month training program to
ensure its smooth operation. The laboratory is set
to be accredited against ISO-17025 standards, cov-
ering IEC-61215 & IEC-61730, with support from
the Korean side. The Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology (MoST) provided essential local support for
the project, including allocating an 8-kanal plot in
Islamabad, and promised to ensure the sustained op-
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eration of the laboratory to support the localisation
of PV panel manufacturing technology in Pakistan.

The Pakistan Standards and Quality Control
Authority (PSQCA) has begun the process of mak-
ing solar panels a mandatory item and will conduct
random testing of samples through the Pak-Korea
PV Modules Testing Laboratory to ensure quality
control. The laboratory aims to achieve Certifica-
tion Body Testing Laboratory (CBTL) status under
the IECEE scheme, enabling local PV panel man-
ufacturers to export their products to Europe and
Central Asia. During discussions with the Korean
delegation, Federal Minister Khalid Hussain Magsi
highlighted the longstanding bilateral relations be-
tween Pakistan and Korea, emphasising the mutual
benefits of partnership in science, technology, and
innovation. He expressed optimism about leveraging
Korean support to advance Pakistan’s development
goals. Federal Secretary Shahid Igbal Baloch deliv-
ered an inspiring speech, praising Korea’s remark-
able transformation and emphasising the enduring
friendship between the two nations. He underlined
that the laboratory represents Korea's belief in Pa-
kistan’s potential and commitment to progress to-
gether. Speaking at the inauguration, CHANG Won
Sam, President of KOICA, stated: “Sustainable
and reliable energy will be absolutely vital for Paki-
stan’s future. In this regard, the country’s abundant
sunshine offers a tremendous opportunity. I firmly
believe Pakistan is well-positioned to accelerate its
transition towards clean and green energy. Korea
aims to support Pakistan in strengthening its capac-
ity to test and certify solar PV modules according to
international standards. Since the establishment of
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diplomatic relations in 1983, Korea and Pakistan
have continually strengthened their partnership and
expanded cooperation.” Dr Jaesang Park, Project
Manager at KOICA, briefly emphasised Korea’s
commitment to Pakistan’s progress, noting that the
project demonstrates the strong cooperation between
the two countries in renewable energy. He expressed
confidence that the testing lab will significantly con-
tribute to Pakistan’s solar industry, adding that “Pa-
kistan’s success is Korea's success.”

The Pakistan—Korea PV Modules Testing Labo-
ratory represents a vital milestone in strengthening
Pakistan’s renewable energy sector, enhancing in-
dustrial capacity, and creating skilled opportunities
for the youth—bringing science closer to society and
quality closer to industry.

Federal Secretary of the Ministry of Science and
Technology, Shahid Igbal Baloch, said that the new-
ly inaugurated Pakistan-Korea PV Module Testing
Laboratory will soon undergo international accredi-
tation to ensure Pakistani solar products meet global
standards.

In an exclusive conversation with the news agen-
cy on the sidelines of the laboratory’s inauguration
ceremony, the Federal Secretary outlined the facil-
ity’s cutting-edge capabilities, adding that planning
is already underway for a second phase that will ex-
pand testing to solar inverters and batteries.

“The fundamental purpose of this lab is quality
and standardisation, which is going on worldwide,”
Shahid Baloch explained.

“It took around six years, and it is one of the
state-of-the-art laboratories providing 40 different
tests to determine quality.”

The Federal Secretary said obtaining internation-
al recognition is the immediate priority. “Now we
will go for accreditation and certification of this lab
so that the products imported to or exported from
Pakistan would be according to international stan-
dards,” he stated.

Revealing the project’s forward trajectory, Baloch
disclosed that discussions with Korean partners have
already begun on expanding the scope of the labora-
tory. “In the next step, we have talked about testing
of solar inverters and solar batteries, which would be
in the second phase. We have sufficient space in this
laboratory, and the equipment will also be acquired
for the second phase,” he said.

The Federal Secretary described the current in-
auguration as the foundation of a larger vision.
“It’s just a beginning,” he emphasised, adding “Ko-
rea is a strategic partner and has always supported
Pakistan.”

The laboratory, funded with a $9.5
million grant from KOICA and a
local contribution of Rs. 185.8 mil-
lion from the Public Sector Devel-
opment Program (PSDP), is set to
become the first certified testing
facility for solar panels in Pakistan
upon accreditation

Appreciating the historic nature of the occa-
sion, Baloch thanked the KOICA President for his
first-ever visit to Pakistan on Pakistan’s invitation.
Pakistan-Korea friendship is strengthened through
projects like these, and this friendship will further be
strengthened.”

The laboratory’s 40 different testing protocols
represent a significant leap in Pakistan’s technical ca-
pacity to ensure solar panel quality and safety.

Once accredited, the facility will enable Pakistan
to certify both imported solar modules and domes-
tically manufactured products according to inter-
national standards, accelerating the country’s solar
energy adoption.

The six-year development timeline reflects the
complexity and sophistication of the facility, which
now stands ready to support Pakistan’s rapidly grow-
ing renewable energy sector while positioning the
country as a potential regional hub for solar technol-
ogy quality assurance.
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nubia celebrates record import of
400,000 handsets in a grand show

The gathering was attended by notable personalities, including Mr Noah, General
Manager of nubia Pakistan, Mr Usman Igbal, Director of Distributors, and Mr Usman
Sultan, CEO of Siccotel, along with their respective dedicated teams. The event served as
a platform to acknowledge the collective efforts behind this success and to underscore
nubia’s vision for future growth

ubia, a leading global smartphone brand
powered by ZTE, marked a significant
I I milestone by importing 400,000 smart-
phones in the fourth quarter of 2025. To
celebrate this achievement, a special event was
held in Karachi, bringing together key stakehold-
ers, top dealers, and partners from the region.
The gathering was attended by notable per-
sonalities, including Mr Noah, General Manag-
er of nubia Pakistan, Mr Usman Igbal, Director
of Distributors, and Mr Usman Sultan, CEO of

Siccotel, along with their respective dedicated
teams.
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The event served as a platform to recognise
the collective efforts behind this success and to
underscore nubia’s vision for future growth.

nubia is committed to strengthen-
ing its presence in Pakistan,
fostering strategic partnerships,
and delivering cutting-edge tech-
nology to its valued customers

During the event, Mr Noah delivered an in-
spiring speech, boosting confidence among deal-
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ers and distributors about profit margins and
promising business opportunities for the next
year. nubia also showcased a preview of its up-
coming product lineup, emphasising innovations
designed to meet evolving consumer preferences.

Dealers from the southern region expressed
enthusiasm and positive feedback about nubia’s
products and business models, highlighting the
brand’s expanding influence in the local market.

nubia is committed to strengthening its pres-
ence in Pakistan, fostering strategic partnerships,
and delivering cutting-edge technology to its val-
ued customers.
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Muzzaffar Piracha highlighted the 1mp0rtance of corporate mvolvement in addressing
educational gaps and investing in the country’s future. The involvement of the Airlink in
education offers a promising avenue for addressing Pakistan’s skill gap and improving

workforce readiness

illion Smiles Foundation (MSF)
and Airlink Communication Lim-
ited have announced a strategic
partnership to launch the “MSF
School - Airlink Campus” in Halmat, Neelum
Valley, AJK. This initiative aims to provide
free, high-quality education to children, espe-
cially young girls, in one of Pakistan’s most re-
mote and underserved mountain regions. Hal-
mat Valley, near the Line of Control (LoC), has
faced challenges in accessing reliable school-
ing, leaving many children without educational
opportunities.
The new campus will be a modern education-
al facility with state-of-the-art infrastructure, a
trained faculty, and an inclusive learning environ-
ment for students who previously lacked access
to quality education. The partnership was for-
malised during a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) ceremony at Airlink Headquarters in
Lahore, where Muzzaffar Piracha, Group CEO
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of Airlink, and Umme Muhammad, Chairperson
of MSF, signed the agreement.

This collaboration marks a significant step in
expanding equitable education in high-need areas
of Pakistan.

Together, MSF and Airlink are
committed to spreading the
Smiles of Education for All, ensur-

ing every child has the opportunity
to dream, learn, and thrive

Muzzaffar Piracha highlighted the importance
of corporate involvement in addressing educa-
tional gaps and investing in the country’s future.
The involvement of the Airlink in education of-
fers a promising avenue for addressing Pakistan’s
skill gap and improving workforce readiness. By
aligning educational programs with the needs of
the job market, providing practical training op-
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portunities, and fostering collaboration between
academia and industry, the corporate sector is
helping to shape a future workforce that is well-
equipped to succeed in a global economy.

Umme Muhammad emphasised the impact
on young gitls, noting that educating them is
crucial for social change and uplift. The partner-
ship aligns with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goal 4 (Quality Education) and
aims to provide accessible and equitable learning
opportunities in underserved communities. The
initiative seeks to uplift the local population, in-
crease literacy levels, and inspire future leaders
from the valley.

Through the “MSF School - Airlink Campus,”
both organisations are dedicated to empowering
children in regions with limited educational op-
portunities. Together, MSF and Airlink are com-
mitted to spreading the Smiles of Education for
All, ensuring every child has the opportunity to
dream, learn, and thrive.
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Jazz focuses on
communication strategy

Free download: flare.pk

in its cybersecurity

week 2025
e

- AWARENESS

Jazz’s leadership highlighted the crucial role of
cybersecurity in safeguarding customers, infrastructure,
and data, while empowering employees with the necessary
knowledge to navigate the digital landscape safely. The
session was well-attended by employees from various
departments, showcasing Jazz’s organisation-wide focus

on cybersecurity awareness

azz held a special cybersecurity awareness ses-
sion during Cybersecurity Awareness Week
2025 to emphasise its dedication to enhanc-
ing digital safety and promoting responsible
online behaviour in Pakistan. The event brought
together senior leadership, employees, and national
regulators to highlight the increased importance of
cybersecurity in today’s interconnected digital world.

The session began with opening remarks from
Syed Zaheer Mehdi, Group Chief Corporate & Reg-
ulatory Affairs at Jazz, who discussed the evolving
cyber threat landscape and the role of organisations
like Jazz in protecting digital spaces.

Brigadier DrMukarram, Director General Cyber
Vigilance at the Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA), emphasised the importance of proac-
tive awareness, strong institutional frameworks, and
stakeholder coordination to address growing cyber
risks like deepfakes and Al-generated personas in a
rapidly digitising society. He noted that the telecom
sector plays a significant role in the country’s cyber-
space security. Jazz's leadership highlighted the cru-
cial role of cybersecurity in safeguarding customers,
infrastructure, and data, while empowering employ-
ees with the necessary knowledge to navigate the dig-
ital landscape safely. The session was well-attended
by employees from various departments, showcas-
ing Jazz’s organisation-wide focus on cybersecurity
awareness.

Khalid Shehzad, Chief Technology Officer at
Jazz, emphasised the importance of integrating se-
curity-by-design principles into technology and oper-
ations rather than solely focusing on network expan-
sion. A vote of thanks was extended to the speakers
and stakeholders.
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Cybersecurity awareness remains a key compo-
nent of Jazz's communication strategy and narrative
development. Through strong leadership commit-
ment and collaboration with national regulators,
Jazz continues to strengthen Pakistan’s digital re-
silience and safety by building a vigilant and cy-
ber-ready network and workforce.

The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority’s
(PTA) annual ‘Cybersecurity Awareness Week’
concluded with a focus on educating citizens about
adopting a proactive reporting approach, as the re-
dressal mechanism for cybercrime victims is current-
ly lacking.

Khalid Shehzad, Chief Technol-
ogy Officer at Jazz, emphasised
the importance of integrating
security-by-design principles into
technology and operations rather
than solely focusing on network
expansion. A vote of thanks was

extended to the speakers and
stakeholders

The PTA’s main awareness campaign is held ev-
ery December in partnership with various stakehold-
ers. The ‘Cybersecurity Awareness Week 2025’ took
place from Dec 11 to 17 with the theme “Building
a Safe, Secure, and Resilient Cyberspace”. However,
there seems to be a shift towards controlling political-
ly motivated content by the government.

A message posted on the PTA’s Facebook page
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encouraged users to report harmful, fake, or abu-
sive content on social media platforms first. If the
issue persists, they were advised to file a complaint
through the PTA CMS Portal under the Web Con-
tent Complaint category.

The message concluded with the statement: *“To-
gether, we can create a safer digital environment.”
Despite the campaign, there were no new solutions
provided for cybercrime victims. Throughout the
week-long campaign, the PTA shared awareness
messages on various topics such as safe Al usage,
deepfakes, phishing scams, misinformation, report-
ing content to social media platforms, fake news,
and digital footprints. Recorded awareness messag-
es, played as ringtones, reminded citizens to stay
vigilant against cybercrimes, avoid sharing personal
information with unknown callers, and refrain from
clicking on suspicious links. The campaign ended
with the PTA urging Pakistanis to “embrace respon-
sible digital citizenship.”

On the other hand, Jazz and Ericsson have signed
a strategic Microwave Frame Contract to strengthen
Jazz’s network backbone, aligning with the opera-
tor's ServiceCo vision of providing advanced digital
experiences and nationwide connectivity. Leveraging
Ericsson’s cutting-edge MINI-LINK solutions from
the Ericsson Transport portfolio, the Microwave
Frame Contract aims to support Jazz in expanding
its network capacity, boosting its network reliability
and improving its users’ experiences, in alignment
with the ambitions of the Digital Pakistan Policy.

Under the agreement, Ericsson will supply its
MINI-LINK solutions and services to Jazz over the
next five years, enabling scalability and efficient net-
work modernisation. The deployment will also pre-
pare Jazz's infrastructure for future 4G expansion
and seamless transition to 5G technology, ensuring
that millions of customers across both urban and un-
derserved rural areas benefit from faster speeds, im-
proved connectivity, and advanced digital solutions.

Khalid Shehzad, Chief Technology Officer at
Jazz, says: “This Microwave Frame Contract with
Ericsson is an important step in strengthening Jazz'’s
network backbone and advancing our ServiceCo vi-
sion. By integrating Ericsson’s latest microwave solu-
tions, we will enhance capacity, improve reliability,
and broaden digital access for communities across
Pakistan, enabling better experiences and greater op-
portunities in education, health, finance, commerce,
and beyond.”

Aamir Ahsan Khan, President of Ericsson Paki-
stan, says: “Our latest partnership with Jazz builds
on a decades-long relationship focused on digital
transformation and innovation. This Microwave
Frame Contract reflects our shared vision of ensur-
ing scalable, resilient, and future-ready networks that
contribute to Pakistan’s socio-economic and digital
advancement. We are honored to contribute to Jazz’s
mission of empowering millions of people and busi-
nesses through advanced connectivity solutions.”

Ericsson’s latest microwave solutions, like the
MINI-LINK 6355, provide high-capacity, multi-
band capabilities and a compact design that can
support frequency combinations and configurations.
Delivering flexibility, performance enhancements,
and scalability for modern networks, the solutions
cater to high-performance backhaul demands while
ensuring efficient deployment in diverse environ-
ments.

The deployment will also enable digital inclusion
by expanding connectivity to remote and rural areas
where fibre is difficult to deploy, ensuring reliable
access to connectivity and Jazz’s suite of essential
digital services. Moreover, it can also contribute to
Pakistan’s economic growth by empowering small
and medium enterprises (SMEs), startups and digital
trade by providing a reliable telecom infrastructure.

Ericsson and Jazz have cultivated a strong part-
nership over two decades, marked by landmark
collaborations underscoring a shared commitment
to innovation and excellence in Pakistan’s telecom
sector. Together, the partners have enhanced the tele-
com infrastructure in the country and fostered digital
advancement, paving the way for stronger connectiv-
ity, improved customer experiences, and long-term
digital resilience for millions of Pakistanis.
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Pakistan shines at

A APICTA 2025 by

Wmnmg seven awards

in laiwan

KPITB’s Dastak was the winner in the Digital Government
category, while Unikrew Solutions was acknowledged for its
Faceoff platform. Other winners in areas such as HealthTech,
Al and Startup highlighted the impressive national tech talent.
The awards were earmarked for different categories, including
Outstanding Tech Company (EPL Ltd.), Talent Development
(Cybarea), and Al Service Provider (Phaedra Solutions)

akistan has won seven awards at the pres-

tigious APICTA Awards 2025, showcas-

ing the country’s growing technology sec-

tor. This year, outstanding projects from
Pakistan were nominated for the People’s Choice
Awards in the Senior Students and Tertiary Stu-
dents categories.

The Pakistan Software Houses Association
(P@SHA) led a record-breaking delegation of 55
participants from 27 technology companies, start-
ups, and student teams at the APICTA Awards
2025 in Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

All participants had previously been recognised
at the HBL P@SHA ICT Awards 2025, where 104
projects were honoured, including 37 winners, 58

runners-up, and 9 special appreciation recipients.
The event, attended by over 100 regional ICT lead-
ers and inaugurated by key figures such as Dep-
uty Minister of Digital Affairs Hou Yi-Hsiu and
Kaohsiung City Mayor Chen Chi-Mai, highlight-
ed innovative projects from 16 economies.
Pakistan’s delegation was led by P@SHA
Chairman Sajjad Mustafa Syed (APICTA ExCo
Member), Dr Shoab Ahmed Khan (ExCo&
Judge), Shahzad Shahid (Judge), Khurram Idrees
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(Judge), Dr Usman Akram (Judge), and Zain
Tariq, Manager Industry Engagement P@SHA &
APICTA Economy Coordinator.

Pakistan’s awards included: Winner, People’s
Choice Awards & Tertiary Students GeoGem-
ma, Google Research by Institute of Space Tech-

nology, Islamabad; Winner, Public Sector and
Government, Government and Citizen Services,
Dastak by KPITB; First Runner Up, Senior Stu-
dents, Sense Guard by Fazaia Inter College Jinnah

Camp; First Runner Up, Tertiary Students, Inno-
vative Solutions, Osteoscreen by National Univer-
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sity of Sciences and Technology; First Runner Up,
Business Services, ICT Services Solutions, ALEF
by Dynasys Networks; First Runner Up, Internet
of Things (IoT), ALEF by Dynasys Networks;
and First Runner Up, Consumer Services, Faceoff
by Unikrew Solutions.

Sajjad Syed, Chairman of P@SHA, stat-
ed: “These seven international awards are a

testament to the extraordinary talent, creativi-
ty, and determination of Pakistan’s innovators.
APICTA 2025 has once again proven that Pa-
kistan’s ICT industry is not just participating
on the global stage; we are competing and win-
ning. I congratulate every team, mentor, and
institution that made this historic achievement
possible.”

9

P@SHA extends its gratitude to the Govern-
ment of Pakistan, HBL, the judges, mentors, and
all partners who supported the delegation’s partic-
ipation.

The association remains committed to nurtur-
ing innovation, fostering international collabora-
tion, and positioning Pakistan as a leading digital
economy in the Asia-Pacific region.

The Asia Pacific ICT Alliance (APICTA)
Awards, established in 2001, are recognised as
one of the most prestigious ICT (Information and
Communication Technology) awards across the
Asia-Pacific region.

The Asia Pacific ICT Alliance Awards
(APICTA Awards) is an international awards
program organised by APICTA to increase ICT
awareness in the community and assist in bridging
the digital divide.

By providing networking and product bench-
marking opportunities to ICT innovators and
entrepreneurs in the region, the program is de-
signed to stimulate ICT innovation and creativity,
promote economic and trade relations, facilitate
technology transfer, and offer business matching
opportunities via exposure to venture capitalists
and investors.

APICTA members consist of 17 economies,
including Australia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Brunei
Darussalam, China, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong,
Indonesia, Japan, Macao, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Nepal, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.
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Ibrahim Hafeez

evaluates games

as means of self-
expression, social and
economic development

The Flare team had the opportunity to interview Ibrahim
Hafeez, who has brought recognition to Pakistan on the
global level by being named on the esteemed Forbes US
Games 30 Under 30 list for 2026. He said the recognition
is gratifying, but its true impact lies in shaping my daily
actions to support companies, influence industry culture,
and contribute positively to the gaming ecosystem

lare: Growing up in Pakistan with limited
exposure to gaming and venture capital,
how has that background influenced your
approach as a global investor today?
Ibrahim Hafeez: My upbringing in Pakistan,
where access to gaming and venture capital was
limited, shaped my mindset as an investor by em-
phasising the importance of building context be-

Forbes
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fore forming convictions. Without the assumptions
that come from being immersed in mature tech or
gaming ecosystems, I learned to evaluate opportu-
nities based on fundamental principles such as un-
derstanding the customer, identifying the problem
being solved, and assessing a product’s ability to en-
gage users without relying on structural advantag-
es. This background also made me keenly aware of
factors like distribution, affordability, and cultural
adaptation, which are crucial for achieving global
success but are often overlooked in Western-centric
investing. As a worldwide investor today, I prioritise
teams that can succeed despite constraints and de-
signing for emerging markets, and think in terms of
systems rather than fleeting trends. This perspective
has enabled me to identify and support talent and
ideas across different geographies with a long-term
perspective that goes beyond traditional market
boundaries.

Flare: Your experience at EA Sports during
the transition from FIFA to EA Sports FC pro-
vided insights into intellectual property, licens-
ing, and long-term brand strategy. What lessons
did you learn from this experience?

Ibrahim Hafeez: During my time at EA Sports,
I learned about the importance of owning intel-
lectual property for long-term brand strategy. The
transition from FIFA to EA Sports FC showed me
the limitations of rented equity and the benefits of
owning a brand. I realised that a strong franchise
goes beyond just the name and includes elements
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like gameplay systems, community trust, and con-
sistent engagement. This experience reshaped my
perspective on investing in brands, emphasising
the need for defensibility through product depth,
creator ecosystems, and direct player relationships.
Building a strong brand in the gaming industry
involves reducing dependency on external factors
while maintaining audience continuity. EA Sports
FC exemplified how a brand can evolve without
compromising the core business if the underlying
engine and relationships are solid.

Flare: When investing in gaming companies,
what key qualities do you prioritise as an inves-
tor?

Ibrahim Hafeez: In my investment approach, I
focus on structural advantages rather than specific
genres or platforms. I look for founder-market fit,
where teams have a deep understanding of player
behaviour, production processes, and market dy-
namics based on firsthand experience. I also value
companies that build sustainable systems, including
live operations, data-driven decision-making, and
strong communities that enhance the product over
time. Additionally, I seek a balance between cap-
ital efficiency and ambition, favouring companies
that pursue meaningful outcomes while managing

For founders in emerging markets
seeking global venture capital,
credibility is crucial. Focus on

showing traction, growth, and key
metrics like retention, engage-

ment, and monetisation. Cultivate
relationships with investors who
understand your market and
industry

costs effectively. Strategic optionality is another key
factor I consider, as successful gaming companies
can expand across different IPs, formats, or distri-
bution channels without compromising their core
strengths. By investing in businesses with enduring
qualities and the ability to adapt to changing mar-
ket dynamics, I aim to support companies that can
thrive and evolve over the long term.

Flare: How do you envision the role of gaming
evolving over the next decade, beyond entertain-
ment?

Ibrahim Hafeez: Over the next decade, gaming
will evolve into a multifaceted social and econom-
ic platform that goes beyond traditional entertain-
ment. Games will serveas a means of self-expres-
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sion, community building, and economic activity,
blurring the lines between playing, creating, and
participating. The shift towards gaming as a social
and economic layer will be driven by the develop-
ment of infrastructural networks that facilitate per-
sistent relationships between users, creators, and
developers. Value will increasingly accrue to eco-
systems that enable user-generated content, com-
merce, and virtual economies, rather than isolated
hit games. Gaming will become more integrated
into everyday life, intersecting with other forms of
media, sports, and social platforms in ways that feel
natural and immersive. Companies that prioritise
trust, longevity, and cultural relevance will emerge
as leaders in this evolving landscape, shaping the fu-
ture of gaming as a pervasive and influential force
in society.

L Ty —

Flare: You have extensive experience in emerg-
ing markets such as Turkey and the Middle East.
‘What opportunities do these regions offer that are
often overlooked by global investors?

Ibrahim Hafeez: Emerging markets like Turkey
and the Middle East offer unique opportunities of-
ten overlooked by global investors. These regions
have potential in culturally relevant intellectual
property, mobile-centric engagement, and localised
social ecosystems. User behaviour is highly social,
leading to organic growth and strong network ef-
fects. Monetisation models differ, with players more
willing to make smaller, recurring payments. Rapid
adoption curves and low competition make these
markets attractive for founders who understand the
local culture.

Flare: Many founders from emerging markets
face challenges accessing global venture capital.
‘What advice would you give to entrepreneurs
seeking to connect with international investors?

Ibrahim Hafeez: For founders in emerging
markets seeking global venture capital, credibility
is crucial. Focus on showing traction, growth, and
key metrics like retention, engagement, and mone-
tisation. Cultivate relationships with investors who
understand your market and industry. Position your
company in a global context and demonstrate scal-
ability. Patience and persistence are key to breaking
into international VC networks.

Flare: Being recognised in Forbes 30 Under 30
— Games (2026) is a significant achievement. How
has this accolade influenced your approach to lead-
ership and responsibility?

Ibrahim Hafeez: Being named to Forbes 30 Un-
der 30 — Games has increased my sense of respon-
sibility in two key ways. Firstly, it has highlighted
the importance of visibility and accountability to
my portfolio, fund, and the gaming community, es-
pecially in underrepresented regions. Secondly, it
has emphasised the need for intentional leadership,
guiding me to make decisions that drive long-term
value, mentor industry professionals, and approach
risk and growth thoughtfully. The recognition is
gratifying, but its true impact lies in shaping my dai-
ly actions to support companies, influence industry
culture, and contribute positively to the gaming
ecosystem.
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SEGO organises Conquest Day

42025 to honour its

partners

The event went beyond being a mere showcase; it was an immersive experience. SEGO
welcomed new partners, honoured its Star Dealers with a special cake-cutting ceremony,
and highlighted the strengthened relationships within its expanding network

EGO recently organised Conquest Day

2025, a three-day event that brought to-

gether its retail ecosystem for a celebra-

tion filled with energy, collaboration, and
innovation. The SEGO team engaged with part-
ners in interactive sessions across key cities like
Karachi and Lahore, showcasing the latest offer-
ings and highlighting growth opportunities.

The event went beyond being a mere show-
case; it was an immersive experience. SEGO
welcomed new partners, honoured its Star Deal-
ers with a special cake-cutting ceremony, and

AT
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highlighted strengthened relationships with-
in its expanding network. The festivities creat-

SEGO Conquest Day 2025 was a
genuine celebration of collabora-
tion, innovation, and the
individuals who contribute to the
brand’s growth

ed a vibrant and engaging atmosphere where
every interaction served as a chance to share

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

knowledge, exchange ideas, and foster a stronger
community.

Conquest Day 2025 exemplified SEGO’s vi-
sion, showcasing its dedication to collaboration,
innovation, and empowering its partners.

With excitement, learning, and sharedenergy
driving every activity, the event represented a sig-
nificant milestone in SEGO’s journey of partner-
ship and progress.

SEGO Conquest Day 2025 was a genuine cel-
ebration of collaboration, innovation, and the
individuals who contribute to the brand’s growth.
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Despite the rising demand for mobile services, Pakistan
possesses a large amount of unused spectrum, causing
issues such as dropped calls, slow data speeds, and
network congestion among consumers

t is surprising and hard to believe that the

government has scheduled the launch date

for the 5G auction without completing es-

sential preparations. Despite ongoing finan-
cial and technical hurdles, such as high infrastruc-
ture costs, deploying 5G requires investments in
new towers, fiber networks, and network equip-
ment. The Pakistan Telecommunication Authori-
ty (PTA) acknowledged the complexity of shifting
from 4G to 5G and the potential affordability is-
sues for consumers. High-end smartphones com-
patible with 5G might initially be out of reach
for many citizens. Nonetheless, the government
remains dedicated to digital progress, demon-
strated by recent agreements with Saudi Arabia
to enhance Pakistan’s telecom infrastructure and
attract foreign investment in IT.

The adoption of 5G is not solely about speed
but also about enabling digital transformation,
spurring economic growth, and improving gov-
ernment services. The initial deployment of 5G
in seven major urban hubs will offer ultra-fast
mobile internet, powering essential national func-
tions such as smart cities and industrial automa-
tion to accelerate Pakistan’s digital development
and benefit all societal segments.

The government has set its sights on the first
quarter of 2026 for Pakistan's long-awaited 5G
spectrum auction, following a review by the auc-
tion advisory committee chaired by Finance Min-
ister Muhammad Aurangzeb.

The committee, which included the Minister
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for Information Technology and Telecommunica-
tion, the Chairman of the PTA, and other stake-
holders, discussed auction readiness, spectrum
availability, and market conditions amid public
concerns about declining mobile service quality.

Despite the increasing demand for mobile
services, Pakistan holds a substantial amount of
unused spectrum, leading to issues like dropped
calls, sluggish data speeds, and network conges-
tion for consumers. Currently, only 274 MHz of
spectrum is available to serve around 200 million
subscribers, highlighting the strain on existing in-
frastructure compared to neighbouring countries
like Bangladesh, which allocate more spectrum
for fewer subscribers. Unlocking idle spectrum is
vital for enhancing service quality and enabling
advanced networks like 5G. The planned 5G auc-
tion is seen as a potential milestone for Pakistan’s
telecom industry, but experts warn that further
delays could worsen service problems and hinder
digital growth. Stakeholders eagerly await key
briefings this week for clarity on timelines, reserve
prices, and spectrum allocation.

Meanwhile, the National Assembly’s Standing
Committee on IT and Telecom expressed doubts
about Pakistan’s internet and telecom services.
During a heated session led by Amin-ul-Haque,
committee members criticised the PTA for dis-
crepancies between official reports and actual
conditions.

The PTA’s Quality of Service (QoS) report
claimed a 99% satisfaction rate for mobile sig-
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Waleed Akhtar .
nals, which the committee unanimously rejected,
calling the figure “incomprehensible.” Members
pointed out frequent internet slowdowns and
weak mobile signals, questioning the credibility
of such high satisfaction reports.

Committee member Sharmila Faruqui urged
that future QoS surveys be conducted by an inde-
pendent third party to ensure transparency. Other
members, including Pullain Baloch, raised con-
cerns on behalf of the public about where citizens
could seek assistance if basic mobile services are
lacking.

The committee’s dissatisfaction with the PTA’s
performance underscores ongoing frustrations
with Pakistan’s telecom sector and the urgent
need for substantial reform and infrastructure in-
vestment.

On the other hand, the PTA has issued com-
prehensive 5G security guidelines, establishing
strict regulatory standards for telecom operators,
vendors, and service providers in preparation for
the upcoming nationwide 5G rollout.

As operators prepare for the commercial
launch of 5G, adherence to these guidelines is
expected to become a key regulatory benchmark,
reshaping approaches to telecom security design,
auditing, and enforcement nationwide. Devel-
oped by the Cyber Security Directorate at the
PTA Headquarters, the 2025 guidelines mark a
shift in Pakistan’s perspective on mobile security,
stressing its importance not just as a technical ne-
cessity but as a matter of national security, eco-
nomic stability, and public safety.

Unlike previous mobile generations, 5G will
support vital national functions such as smart cit-
ies, connected transport, e-health, industrial auto-
mation, and digital governance. The new frame-
work by the PTA recognises that these capabilities
notably expand the potential attack surface.

The guidelines emphasise that 5G security is
now a fundamental element of trust in the nation-
al telecommunications infrastructure. They align
Pakistan’s approach with international standards
while tailoring controls to local regulatory and
threat landscapes. Key measures include elimi-
nating IMSI exposure through mandatory SUCI
encryption, home-network-controlled authentica-
tion to prevent roaming fraud, and enhanced se-
curity for Service-Based Architecture (SBA) using
mutual TLS, OAuth 2.0, and strict authorisation.

The PTA adopts a Zero Trust Security Model
across the 5G ecosystem, covering user devices,
RAN, edge computing, core networks, and cloud-
based applications.

Operators are instructed to deploy Al-driven
anomaly detection, enforce network slice isola-
tion, secure edge computing nodes, and integrate
all domains with SOC and SIEM platforms for
real-time threat detection.

Currently, only 274 MHz of
spectrum is available to serve
approximately 200 million
subscribers, underscoring the
strain on existing infrastructure

With the increasing number of IoT devices
over 5G, the guidelines prioritise secure boot, firm-
ware integrity checks, tamper-resistant hardware,
and AKMA for authentication and key manage-
ment. For URLLC and industrial time-sensitive
communications, redundant encrypted paths and
deterministic security measures are mandated.
In addition to cyber threats, the PTA highlights
physical security and insider risk mitigation, in-
cluding tier-3 data centres, biometric access, 24/7
surveillance, RBAC, segregation of duties, and
regular audits of third-party vendors and cloud
platforms.

By integrating security into architecture, oper-
ations, and governance, the PTA aims to ensure
Pakistan’s 5G rollout is trusted, resilient, and
internationally credible, capable of supporting
critical services without exposing the country to
systemic cyber risks.
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Pakistanis pay Rs
8.397billion tax daily
on petroleum items

Recent data indicate that Pakistan consumes a substantial
amount of petrol, approximately 556,000 barrels daily. One
barrel contains 169 litres; as such, the government is earning
Rs 8.397 billion daily from the levy on petroleum products

he government has collected trillions of

rupees in taxes from petroleum products

without investing in this sector. It acts as

an intermediary, importing fuel into Pa-
kistan and selling it to fuel companies, resulting
in high petroleum prices for consumers. Recent
data indicate that Pakistan consumes a substan-
tial amount of petrol, approximately 556,000 bar-
rels (with petrol being part of this), daily. Gasoline
consumption has also increased, reflecting a high
demand of around 1.38 million tonnes of total pe-
troleum consumed. One barrel is equal to 169 litres
as such, the government is earning Rs 8.397 billion
daily from the levy on petroleum products.

Global fuel prices have been decreasing, driven
by lower crude oil costs, increased refinery output,
reduced demand, and more supply from OPEC+.
This has led to lower gasoline prices in various
countries, including the United States, with poten-
tial price cuts expected in Pakistan as well, but local
prices are heavily influenced by government taxes.

This trend is expected to continue in the year
2026, indicating a persistent surplus of crude oil.
Industries typically depend on three essential re-
sources: gas, electricity, and fuel. However, when
the prices of these essentials become excessively
high, it becomes difficult for businesses to compete
in the global market. Exports of Pakistani products
are already declineing, creating a situation where
conducting business becomes extremely challeng-
ing. Therefore, there is an urgent need to lower the
costs of gas, electricity, and fuels. Without such ad-
justments, the goal of becoming an economic Asian
Tiger may remain out of reach, especially when
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neighbouring countries can offer cheaper goods to
markets in the United States, the European Union,
and the Middle East.

Around Rs 95 per litre in taxes and levies is the
precise amount the government is collecting from
consumers from the sale of the petroleum items.
Data show that the tax components amount to
approximately Rs 94.89 for petrol and Rs 95.35
for diesel. This amount contains several levies, in-
cluding the Petroleum Levy, Customs Duty, and a
Climate Support Levy. It is important to note that
these figures fluctuate based on changing govern-
ment policies and economic conditions. As a result,
consumers end up paying a significant portion of
the overall fuel price in the

Business News Magazine

government has failed to comprehend the misery
of the populace, which has high petrol prices as one
of the major reasons, directly and indirectly adding
to their hardships. Petrol is mainly used in private
transport, small vehicles, rickshaws, and two-wheel-
ers. Therefore, high fuel prices significantly affect
the budgets of middle- and lower-middle-class in-
dividuals, who primarily use petrol for commuting.
Conversely, a substantial portion of the transport
sector relies on high-speed diesel, which jacks up
the price of the food items. Its price is considered
inflationary, as it is predominantly used in heavy
goods transport vehicles, trucks, buses, trains, and
agricultural machinery such as tractors, tube wells,
and threshers. The consumption of high-speed die-
sel particularly contributes to the increased prices
of vegetables and other food items.

In this background, the Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet has approved the
profit margins of oil marketing companies (OMCs)
and petroleum dealers for petrol and high-speed
diesel. This decision has resulted in an increase in
the prices of petrol and diesel. The approved in-
crease includes a raise of Rs1.22 per litre in OMCs’
margin on petrol and an increase of Rsl1.34 per
litre in dealers’ commission on petrol. Many peo-
ple are concerned that the government is placing a
burden on the general public instead of considering
reducing the levy on petrol and lowering fuel prices,
which are already lower globally.

The petroleum items differ in quality and quan-
tity. The consumers, as such, demand that the in-
crease in margins should be linked to the quality
and quantity of petroleum products. The gas sta-
tions directly operated by the OMCs can be trusted,
but there are complaints against the privately op-
erated outlets for both the quality and quantity of
the petroleum products, several consumers told this
scribe.

The import of the cheap Russian oil also fea-
tures in this matter. However, the businessmen have
warned the authorities in recent months about the
issues with importing Russian crude oil, such as
handling oil shipments, necessary adjustments for
refining processes, and commercial transaction pro-
cedures for oil payments.

Given the country’s economic crisis, the gov-
ernment must take measures to generate revenue
to cover expenses and meet its international obli-
gations, rather than imposing heavy levies and du-
ties on petroleum items. Instead of operating fac-
tors that cause price hikes, the government should
develop a strategic plan to earn through providing
relief to the public and industries, which are other-
wise struggling with the impact of inflation.

The current situation must be addressed careful-
ly to prevent further increases in petroleum prices
and electricity tariffs, which would raise business
costs, impact industrial performance, increase un-
employment, and lead to inflation, particularly
affecting the middle and lower classes. The gov-
ernment must lower production costs by reducing
petroleum and electricity prices, as high fuel prices
will also raise transportation costs and negatively
affect industries reliant on shipping and freight ser-
vices. The government should prioritise renewable
energy initiatives to ad-

form of these duties.

The taxation structure
is already complex for
generating government
revenue, but it also heavily
influences the final pump
price that consumers en-
counter at gas stations
across the country. These
taxes can lead to increased
costs for motorists, affect-

Data show that the tax compo-
nents amount to approximately
Rs 94.89 for petrol and Rs 95.35

for diesel. This amount is
composed of several levies,
including the Petroleum Levy,
Customs Duty, and a Climate
Support Levy

dress these challenges.

It is imperative for
the government to end
the practice of providing
free electricity, gas, and
fuel to the elite, including
high-ranking officials, judg-
es, and former dignitaries,
as this burden ultimately
falls on ordinary consum-
ers and industries.

ing transportation expens-
es and, ultimately, the prices of goods and services.
These constantly soaring prices of petrol and
electricity have caused significant unrest and frus-
tration among the public. This situation is shaking
the faith and trust of the people in the government,
after they have been leading a highly difficult life
due to inflation in prices of everyday items. The
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This preferential treat-
ment is discriminatory, as exporters and workers
struggle to pay rising bills while a privileged few
enjoy subsidised electricity at the public’s expense.
Instead of allowing distribution companies to re-
quest frequent tariff increases, they should be held
accountable for losses, poor recoveries, and mis-
management.
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Jinnah House Karachi
mirrors picture of a
highly ignored building

This building holds immense historical importance for
beingthepersonalresidence of Quaid-e-AzamMuhammad
Ali Jinnah, the Founder of Pakistan, who spent here last

crucial years of his life

ecently, I had the chance to visit Quaid-
e-Azam House Museum, also known as
Flagstaff House, located on M.A. Jin-
ah Road, Karachi. This building holds
immense historical importance for being the per-
sonal residence of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, the Founder of Pakistan, where he spent
the last crucial years of his life. The Quaid’s sister,
Mohtarma Fatima Jinnah, also resided here for a
considerable period of time while continuing her
national duties with grace and determination.
Walking through this residence gives the feeling
of stepping back into the pivotal moments of Paki-
stan’s creation—a period marked by discipline, sac-
rifice, and a clear vision as adhered to by the Found-
ing Father throughout his life.
Architecture and setting
Constructed during the British colonial period,
the limestone structure showcases classic colonial
architecture with spacious verandas, high ceilings,
arched corridors, and a symmetrical layout. Despite

being located in a highly secure area surrounded by
major hotels and sensitive installations, the site re-
mains somewhat disconnected from active tourism.

Inside the museum: Preserving history in si-
lence

The museum houses various items which had
been in the personal use of Quaid-e-Azam, such as
his shoes, photographs, and everyday belongings, re-
flecting the simplicity and discipline of a leader who
led a nation without extravagance.

Drawing room and living spaces
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The drawing room and its adjacent areas offer a
glimpse into the environment where crucial meet-
ings and discussions may have taken place during
the struggle for Independence. The serene atmo-
sphere of these rooms mirrors Quaid-e-Azam’s per-
sonality—calm, focused, and principled.

Mohtarma Fatima Jinnah’s influence

Photographs of Quaid-e-Azam with Mohtar-
ma Fatima Jinnah displayed in the residence re-
mind us of the quiet strength and moral guidance
reflected by the Jinnah family during the Pakistan
movement.

Study and contemplation

A photograph of Quaid-e-Azam engrossed in
reading during his later years outlined the life of a
leader who remained intellectually engaged despite
illness and emphasising dedication to a cause.

'To truly honour the legacy of the
Founding Father, the Government
of Pakistan must do more than just

preserve the physical structure
and make It a national monument
of the highest esteem. [t must
effectively communicate the story
of Quaid-e-Azam House to a glob-
al audience with pride and clarity

Historical vehicles

Preserved within the museum grounds are
Quaid-e-Azam’s vintage cars, serving as witnesses
to the early journeys of Pakistan’s leadership and
the formative days of the nation.

A concerning void

One notable aspect of the visit was the lack of
visitors. Despite the proximity to major hotels and
stringent security measures, I did not find a tangible
presence of the local or foreign tourists during the
visit. Additionally, the absence of tourist informa-
tion desks, informational brochures in nearby ho-
tels, and clear signage identifying the building as the
residence of Pakistan’s Founder was also a matter of
concern to me.

An important note: Unclear video restrictions

During the visit,the museum guide mentioned
that photography was allowed, but video recording
was not permitted, without providing a clear ratio-
nale or written policy. In a digital era where visual
documentation is prevalent, such restrictions seem
uncalled for and outdated, and hinder the promo-
tion of heritage and national identity.

In conclusion, Quaid-e-Azam House is not just
a historical edifice; it symbolises Pakistan’s birth,
ideology, and leadership. However, the lack of pro-
motion, communication, and visibility of this signif-
icant landmark indicates a failure in national story-
telling and heritage preservation.

Recommendations

1. Tourism integration

Hotels in the vicinity should be mandated to
prominently display information indicating that this
building has been the residence of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the Founder of Pakistan.
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2. Professional tour guides

The museum should employ well-educated,
trained civilian tour guides in uniform, possessing
strong communication skills and a deep understand-
ing of history.

3. Digital & media access

Visitors should be clearly informed that photog-
raphy and video recording are permitted, and this
medium should be encouraged under a transparent,
documented policy.

4., National & international promotion

Pakistan’s airports, airlines, and civil avia-
tion authorities should actively promote Quaid-e-
Azam House as a key national heritage site for a
must-visit.

5. Educational & free access

The site should be positioned as an easily acces-
sible heritage destination for students, researchers,
and international guests.

Final words

To truly honour the legacy of its Founder, the
Government of Pakistan must do more than just
preserve the physical structure and make it a na-
tional monument of the highest esteem. It must ef-
fectively communicate the story of Quaid-e-Azam
House to a global audience with pride and clarity.
Quaid-e-Azam House should not be a silent ed-
ifice guarded by security alone; it should serve as
a vibrant symbol of Pakistan’s inception, proudly
shared with the world.

Written & reported by Zubair Ahmed Kasuri,
who is a senior Pakistani journalist and media en-
trepreneur with over two decades of experience in
print, digital, and broadcast journalism. He is the
Editor-in-Chief of Flare Magazine Pakistan and
the founder of a major FM radio network in Pa-
kistan. Known for his investigative reporting and
policy-focused journalism, Kasuri has highlighted
issues related to governance, national institutions,
and Pakistan’s historical identity for both local and
international audiences.
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PT'CL-Ufone set to serve
record 70 million
subscribers after taking
over lelenor Pakistan

Pakistan's telecommunications sector is on the brink of a major transformation as PTCL Group (PTCL
&Ufone 4@G) is set to take over operational control of Telenor Pakistan starting January 1, 2026, after
receiving all necessary regulatory approvals. This acquisition will bring together a customer base of nearly
70 million subscribers, making PTCL-Ufone one of the largest telecom operators in the country and
facilitating the rollout of 5G services.

The management of PTCL Group has confirmed that they have obtained regulatory approvals from the
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA), the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), and other relevant
government bodies. This paves the way for a significant consolidation in Pakistan's telecom industry, which
is expected to reshape the market, enhance network infrastructure, and accelerate the country's transition to
advanced connectivity technologies. Hatem Bamatraf, President and Group CEO of PTCL and Ufone 4G,
along with key executives Mohammad Nadeem Khan, Zahida Awan,MNaveed Khalid Butt, Jafar Khalid
and Atif Raza, has successfully acquired Telenor Pakistan through :

their consistent efforts

-
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akistan Telecommunication Authority

(PTA) has issued a No Objection Certifi-

cate (NOC) to PTCL Group, marking a

critical regulatory milestone. The Author-
ity undertook a comprehensive evaluation of the
transaction, assessing its impact on market com-
petition, spectrum concentration, service quality,
and consumer interests. Multiple government stake-
holders were engaged to ensure that the acquisition
complied fully with Pakistan’s legal and regulatory
framework.

With the
PTA’s  approval
secured, PTCL is
now completing
final foreign ex-
change and legal
formalities with

the SBP. Upon
SBP clearance,
the transaction

is expected to
close formally in
January 2026,
enabling PTCL to take over operational control of
Telenor Pakistan.

The PTA has conditionally approved the merger,
allowing PTCL to begin integration with Ufone in
January. However, the formal corporate amalgama-
tion process—subject to further scrutiny by the PTA
and final approval from the Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan (SECP)—is expected to
take five to six months to complete.

Leadership driving a historic transformation

This historic acquisition has been led by Hatem
Bamatraf, President and Group CEO of PTCL and
Ufone 4G, supported by a highly experienced lead-
ership team including Mohammad Nadeem Khan
(Group Chief Financial Officer), Zahida Awan
(Group Chief Legal Officer & Company Secretary),
Naveed Khalid Butt (Group Chief Regulatory Of-
ficer), Jafar Khalid (Group Chief Technology &
Information Officer) and Atif Raza, Group Chief
Marketing Officer.

Equally critical to this transformation has been
the role of Ufone’s current Chairman and President,
whose strategic vision, governance discipline, and
administrative leadership have played a pivotal role
in stabilising and strengthening the organisation.
Since assuming office, the Chairman has overseen
a series of bold and timely decisions that improved
corporate governance, enhanced operational disci-
pline, and restored institutional confidence within
Ufone and the broader PTCL Group.

Under his stewardship, Ufone and PTCL were
steered through a challenging period marked by
intense competition, regulatory complexity, and
market uncertainty. The leadership’s focus on trans-
parency, regulatory compliance, and long-term

= 4 i1
NADEEM AHMED
CFO at PTCL Group

UMER FARID
Group Chief People Officer
at PTCL

value creation ensured that Pakistan’s telecom in-
frastructure—widely regarded as a national asset—
remained protected while positioning the Group for
sustainable growth.

Naveed Khalid Butt: Architect of regulatory
success

Among the key figures behind this achievement,
Naveed Khalid Butt, Group Chief Regulatory Of-
ficer, stands out as a central architect of the ac-
quisition’s regulatory success. The PTCL—-Telenor
transaction involved one of the most complex and
prolonged regulatory processes in Pakistan’s tele-
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com history, spanning nearly 18 months.

Through tireless effort, deep regulatory exper-
tise, and unwavering commitment, Naveed Khalid
Butt led engagement with the PTA, SBP, Competi-

Among the key figures be-
hind this achievement,
Naveed Khalid Butt, Group
Chief Regulatory Officer,
stands out as a central archi-
tect of the acquisition’s regu-
latory success

tion Commission of Pakistan (CCP), and other state
institutions. His ability to align corporate objectives
with national regulatory priorities proved instru-
mental in navigating legal, policy, and compliance
challenges that few transactions of this scale have
faced. Industry observers note that the level of reg-
ulatory coordination achieved during this process—
particularly the constructive engagement with gov-
ernment institutions—is without recent precedent.

HATEM BAMATRAF
President & CEO PTCL Group (PTCL & Ufone)

The successful completion of these approvals is
widely regarded as a direct result of his persistence,
policy acumen, and day-and-night dedication to
safeguarding both corporate and national interests.

It is no exaggeration to state that a significant
share of this historic success belongs to Naveed
Khalid Butt.

Call for national and international recognition

Given the scale, complexity, and national im-
portance of this transaction, there is a growing

1T W

| NAVEED KHALID B
Group Chief Regulatory Officer,
PTCL & Ufone at PTCL Group

ZAHIDA AWAN
Group Chief Legal Officer &
Company Secretary

view within industry circles that the Government
of Pakistan should formally recognise Naveed Kha-
lid Butt’s contributions through nomination for the
highest national and professional honours.

Similarly, PTCL-Ufone management, Etisalat
(the majority shareholder), and the Government of
the UAE are urged to acknowledge his services at an
international level. His role in protecting Pakistan’s
telecom interests, strengthening regulatory credibil-
ity, and enabling one of the country’s most import-
ant digital-economy transactions is widely seen as
historic.
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Scale, synergies, and market impact
Telenor Pakistan currently serves approximate-
ly 45 million subscribers, while Ufone has around
24 million users. The combined entity will therefore
cater to nearly 70 million customers, creating sub-
stantial synergies in network operations, spectrum
utilisation, and infrastructure investment.
Industry experts anticipate that the consolida-
tion will result in:
Improved nationwide network coverage
Faster data speeds and enhanced service quality
Accelerated
rollout of 5G ser-
vices
Increased in-
vestment in fibre
and digital infra-
structure
S The merger is
- also expected to
I . rationalise  spec-
trum holdings, en-
‘\ abling more effi-
cient participation

L

L : i A
CDF and COAS Field Marshal
Asim Munir

in upcoming 5G auctions.

Easypaisa and the broader digital ecosystem

As part of the transaction, PTCL has acquired
Telenor Pakistan’s mobile operations along with
four associated companies, including network infra-
structure and operational assets. Following the ac-
quisition, Telenor Group’s presence in Pakistan will
be limited to Easypaisa, its digital financial services
arm.

Discussions are reportedly underway regarding
a potential sale or strategic partnership for Easypai-
sa, though no final decision has been announced.
Meanwhile, Telenor Pakistan will continue to oper-
ate seamlessly during the transition, ensuring unin-
terrupted services for customers nationwide.

Regulatory  safeguards and consumer
protection

Under PTA conditions, PTCL, PTML, Tele-
nor Pakistan, Telenor Digital Infrastructure Limit-
ed, and Orion Towers must continue to operate as
separate legal entities until final merger approval
is granted. All licence obligations across Pakistan,
Azad Jammu & Kashmir, and Gilgit-Baltistan re-
main fully enforceable. The CCP has also imposed
safeguards to prevent anti-competitive behaviour,
ensuring that price hikes are not expected in the
near term. Consumers are instead likely to benefit
from improved service quality, better coverage, and
enhanced digital offerings.

A defining chapter in Pakistan’s telecom
history

The PTCL-Telenor merger marks one of the
most significant milestones in Pakistan’s telecom
sector. By consolidating two major operators under
a stronger institutional framework, the transaction is

JAFAR KHALID
Group Chief Technology and
Information Officer at PTCL Gro

SYED ATIF RAZA
Chief Commercial Officer
PTCL & Ufone

expected to enhance sector sustainability, accelerate
digital transformation, and support Pakistan’s long-
term connectivity goals. While regulatory oversight
will remain essential to safeguard consumer inter-
ests, the merger represents a decisive step toward a
more resilient, innovative, and future-ready telecom
ecosystem.

As Pakistan moves closer to the 5G era, the
PTCL-Ufone-Telenor consolidation stands as a his-
toric achievement—driven by visionary leadership,
regulatory excellence, and an unwavering commit-
ment to national interest.
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Binance, HT'X allowed to enter
Pakistan’s crypto market

The collaboration is to explore secure and transparent digital platforms that could
facilitate broader participation by international investors, while fully respecting
Pakistan’s regulatory framework and sovereign control

akistan’s Virtual Assets Regulatory Au-

thority (PVARA) has issued No Objec-

tion Certificates (NOCs) to leading cryp-

tocurrency exchanges Binance and HTX,
marking a significant milestone in the country’s
blockchain industry and the exchanges’ global
expansion plans. This move is part of the govern-
ment’s efforts to create a favourable environment
for innovation and investment within a robust
regulatory framework. The NOCs will enable Bi-
nance and HTX to establish a formal presence in
Pakistan and offer compliant digital asset services
in line with international standards.

The preliminary approval granted to Binance
and HTX by the PVARA allows them to begin the
licensing process, with the issuance of NOCs en-
abling them to register with regulators, establish
local subsidiaries, and prepare for full exchange
license applications.

This development has been welcomed by Bi-
nance Founder Changpeng Zhao, who sees it as
a positive signal for the global blockchain indus-
try and Pakistan’s progress towards tokenisation
goals.

The PVARA'’s assessment of the governance
and compliance frameworks of Binance and HTX
led to the issuance of preliminary approvals, sig-
nalling the start of a phased licensing process
where compliance will be a key factor for further
progress. While the NOCs do not constitute full
operating licenses, they allow the platforms to in-
tegrate into Pakistan’s anti-money laundering sys-
tem and prepare for the upcoming licensing ap-
proach. Both companies can now register with the
Financial Monitoring Unit’s goAML system and
establish locally regulated units in compliance
with PVARA’s regulatory framework. The ap-
proval of Binance and HTX aligns with Pakistan’s
efforts to expand its blockchain industry and
explore opportunities for tokenising real-world
assets using blockchain technology. This move
concurs with global trends, as other countries are
also implementing clearer regulations for crypto
exchanges and exploring blockchain applications.

The potential collaboration could involve as-
sets worth up to $2 billion, pending approvals,
to enhance liquidity, transparency, and access to
international markets. Pakistan’s digital finance
reforms, including the establishment of PVARA
and the development of a formal licensing re-
gime, reflect the country’s commitment to creat-
ing structured and regulated norms for its thriv-
ing crypto market. The country’s active crypto
market, ranked third globally in retail activity, is
poised for further growth and development with
the support of regulatory frameworks and part-
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nerships.

In a significant step towards leveraging emerg-
ing financial technologies to strengthen Pakistan’s
capital markets and enhance global investor ac-
cess, the Ministry of Finance signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) with Binance In-
vestments, one of the world’s leading blockchain
and digital asset technology companies.

The development comes days after the Paki-
stani government signalled a strong commitment
to Digital Asset Regulation in a meeting held with
a delegation of cryptocurrency exchange Binance
during a meeting with senior leadership of Bi-
nance, including Global CEO Richard Teng, in
Islamabad.

The meeting was attended by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) and
Chief of Defence Forces (CDF) Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir and Chairman Pakistan Virtual
Assets Regulatory Authority (PVARA) Bilal bin
Saqib.

The MoU was signed at the Finance Division,
Islamabad, by Federal Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb and
Co-CEO of Binance Richard Teng in the presence

The potential collaboration could
involve assets worth up to $2
billion, pending approvals, to en-
hance liquidity, transparency, and
access to international markets

of CEO of Binance Changpeng Zhao (CZ), the
Ministry of Finance said in a press release.

The MoU establishes a framework for explor-
ing potential collaboration on the tokenisation
and blockchain-based distribution of Pakistan’s
real-world and sovereign assets, including govern-
ment bonds, treasury bills, commodity reserves
and other federally owned assets. Subject to appli-
cable laws, policies and regulatory approvals, the
initiative may involve assets of up to $2 billion, to
enhance liquidity, transparency and international
market accessibility.

Under the proposed arrangement, Binance
and/or its affiliates may provide technical ex-
pertise, advisory support, training and capacity
building to enable Pakistan to assess modern,
compliant blockchain infrastructure. The collab-
oration aims to explore secure and transparent
digital platforms that could facilitate broader par-
ticipation by international investors, while fully
respecting Pakistan’s regulatory framework and
sovereign control.
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Speaking on the occasion, Senator Aurangzeb
described the MoU as a strong signal of Pakistan’s
reform trajectory. “This is a very strong message
— not only for Pakistan, but for the entire world.
What we have signed today reflects a long-term
partnership. From where we started to moving
towards operationalisation, this progress could
not have happened without active guidance and
leadership. The next step for us is execution, and
we are fully committed to delivering results with
speed and quality,” he said, while also acknowl-
edging the vision and support of the country’s top
leadership.

Binance chief Zhao termed the MoU a land-
mark development for Pakistan’s future. “This is
a great signal for the global blockchain industry
and for Pakistan. It has a very big impact on the
country’s future and its technology-driven gener-
ation. This is the beginning ... now we can move
towards full deployment and execution. We are
honoured to work with Pakistan’s leadership and
are confident this collaboration will deliver pos-
itive and lasting outcomes for the economy,” he
remarked.

The roadmap outlined by Bilal Bin Saqib at
the Binance Blockchain Week Dubai 2025 high-
lights Pakistan’s ambition to become a global case
study in the crypto field. Despite the lack of a for-
mal regulatory framework, Pakistan’s active cryp-
to market positions it as a key player in the global
crypto landscape, with strong potential for growth
and innovation.

Pakistan’s youthful population and growing
interest in digital assets present opportunities
for the country to harness the potential of cryp-
to adoption. While challenges such as cultural
concerns and regulatory uncertainty persist, the
enthusiasm for crypto among the younger popula-
tion indicates a promising future for the industry
in Pakistan. The establishment of PVARA marks
a proactive approach to regulating Pakistan’s dig-
ital asset sector, focusing on licensing and over-
sight to ensure compliance with global standards
and investor protection. The authority’s efforts to
develop policies for stablecoins, digital asset in-
frastructure, and cross-border innovation position
Pakistan as a potential global leader in the crypto
space.

Pakistan’s evolving regulatory framework and
active crypto market signal a promising future for
the industry, with a focus on balancing growth
and security. The country’s strategic positioning
at the intersection of opportunity and caution un-
derscores the importance of regulatory oversight
and innovation in shaping the future of the crypto
industry in Pakistan.
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market amidst a mix
of trends in handset
imports in Pakistan

Brands such as Xiaomi, realme, and vivo are steadily

increasing their presence. Their growth is driven by better
specifications, improved camera technology, stronger
performance, and growing brand appeal among younger

and urban consumers.

akistan’s mobile phone market is often por-
trayed as a success story of local assembly
and digital expansion. However, a closer
look at brand-wise mobile phone and com-
ponent imports reveals a more complex reality. The
supply chain behind the “Made in Pakistan” labels
remains heavily reliant on China, whether through
fully built mobile phone imports or locally assembled
CKD/SKD kits. An examination of industry data,
import patterns, and market trends highlights distinct
differences between high-volume leaders, fast-grow-
ing challengers, and brands experiencing a decline.

In terms of quantity, low-cost, high-volume
brands dominate Pakistan’s mobile phone market.
These brands prioritise affordability, widespread dis-
tribution, and efficient local assembly.

Leading in volume are Tecno, Infinix, and itel.
Their strategy is simple: import large quantities of
CKD/SKD kits from China, assemble them locally,
and saturate the market with competitively priced de-
vices. This approach has enabled them to reach ur-
ban, semi-urban, and rural markets effectively.

Their dominance confirms a critical reality of Pa-
kistan’s mobile market: price sensitivity continues to
outweigh brand prestige for a large segment of con-
sumers. While volume leaders control today’s mar-
ket, growth trends indicate which brands are shaping
tomorrow’s competition. Several mid-range brands
are showing strong upward momentum, even though
their total import volumes remain lower than those of
low-cost leaders.

Brands such as Xiaomi, realme, and vivo are
steadily increasing their presence. Their growth is
driven by better specifications, improved camera tech-
nology, stronger performance, and growing brand ap-
peal among younger and urban consumers.

This shift suggests a gradual evolution in consum-
er behaviour. Pakistani buyers are becoming more re-
ceptive to value-for-money propositions, not just the
lowest price. Pakistan’s market also includes brands
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that follow a value-driven rather than volume-driven
strategy. The most notable example is Samsung.
Samsung imports fewer units compared to low-
cost competitors but maintains a strong position in
terms of import value. Its focus on premium and flag-
ship devices allows it to preserve brand loyalty and
profitability, even without dominating unit volumes.
This strategy highlights an important distinction
in the market: high volume does not always equate to
high value. Not all brands are benefiting equally from

Leading in volume are Tecno,
Infinix, and itel. Their strategy is
simple: import large quantities of
CKD/SKD kits from China,
assemble them locally, and
saturate the market with
competitively priced devices

market growth. Import data and retail trends indicate
that several brands have experienced stagnant or de-
clining activity. Limited product launches, weaker
retail visibility, and intense competition have reduced
their market presence.

For such brands, the choice is increasingly stark:
either reposition and innovate or risk gradual margin-
alisation in a highly competitive environment.

Despite frequent references to “mobile phone
manufacturing” in Pakistan, the data reveals that the
country’s role remains largely confined to assembly,
testing, and packaging. Critical components such as
chipsets, displays, camera modules, and battery cells
continue to be imported almost entirely from China.

Industry experts frequently describe Pakistan’s
current status as that of an assembly hub rather than
a true manufacturing base. While local assembly has
created jobs and improved supply efficiency, it has
not yet translated into deep technological capability
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or significant local value addition.

‘Whether phones arrive fully built or in parts, Chi-
na remains the backbone of Pakistan's mobile phone
ecosystem. This dependence exposes the industry to
supply disruptions, currency volatility, and limited
control over costs.

Without continuous investment in component
manufacturing, technology transfer, and skilled la-
bour development, Pakistan’s mobile industry will
remain heavily dependent on external suppliers. In

Relative Mobile Phone Import Volume by Brand (Indicative)

Relative Import Volume Index

Tecno nfinix itel
Mobile Phone Brands

Samsung Xiaomi Realme WVivo

essence, the data shows that low-cost brands domi-
nate in terms of volume, mid-range brands are expe-
riencing growth, and premium brands maintain their
value leadership. China remains in control of the sup-
ply chain. Until structural reforms and industrial in-
vestments are implemented, Pakistan’s mobile phone
sector will continue to be assembly-driven rather than
manufacturing-led.

The market is expanding, diversifying, and be-
coming more competitive, but the key lies in supply
chain control, momentum gain, and avoiding lagging.
As consumer preferences change and competition
increases, only brands that strike a balance between
price, performance, and positioning will shape the
future of the market. This report by Flare Magazine
is based on brand-specific import patterns, industry
analysis, and market trends. It provides insights into
market positioning and does not represent official im-
port statistics or endorsements.

Meanwhile, mobile phone imports rose sharply
during the first five months of the current fiscal year,
even as State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) data shows sig-
nificantly lower import payments due to the growing
share of local assembly.

Official trade data shows mobile phone imports
worth $801.14 million during July-November FY26,
compared with $570.18 million in the same period
last year, marking a growth of 40.51%. In rupee
terms, the import bill increased to Rs226.13 billion
from Rs158.52 billion, up 42.65%.

Growth Trend of Mobile Phone Brands in Pakistan (Indicative)

Growth Rate (%)

2.51

0.0 4

Infinix itel
Mobile Phone Brands

Xiaomi Realme Wivo Tecno Samsung

However, SBP import payment data for the same
period paints a different picture. Payments made
through the banking system for mobile phone im-
ports amounted to $104.5 million during July—No-
vember FY26, highlighting the impact of local man-
ufacturing and deferred or CKD-based imports. In
November alone, SBP-recorded import payments
stood at $25.12 million.

On a month-on-month basis, mobile phone im-
ports increased by 8.30% to $156.57 million in No-
vember 2025, compared with $144.56 million in
October. On a year-on-year basis, November imports
declined by 4.81% from $149.38 million in November
2024. During the previous fiscal year, FY25, Pakistan
imported mobile phones worth $1.49 billion, down
21.31% from $1.90 billion in FY24. In rupee terms,
imports stood at Rs417.35 billion in FY25, compared
with Rs535.69 billion a year earlier, reflecting a de-
cline of 22.09%.

Overall telecom imports into Pakistan totalled
$2.10 billion in FY25, registering a contraction of
11.30% compared with $2.37 billion in FY24.
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in the smartphone

experience

With OriginOS 6, vivo advances its software strategy by
prioritizing practical improvements in design, performance,
and intelligence. The result is a system that feels more
responsive, more consistent, and better aligned with the
everyday expectations of users worldwide.

Vivo

oriaiNos 6

Smooth at Origin

ivo’s latest software evolution, OriginOS

6, represents a major leap in the brand’s

‘} ongoing pursuit of seamless, intelligent

user experiences. Building on years of

innovation and refinement, the new system em-

bodies vivo’s vision of a smarter, more intuitive

human—computer interaction — one that truly
understands and adapts to users’ needs.

With OriginOS 6, vivo advances its software
strategy by prioritizing practical improvements
in design, performance, and intelligence. The re-
sult is a system that feels more responsive, more
consistent, and better aligned with the everyday
expectations of users worldwide.

Smoothness is at the core of OriginOS 6

OriginOS 6 introduces a new design philoso-
phy centered on true smoothness, powered by the

oriain(
Built for fast ticketing
) :

Origin Smooth Engine, which unifies computing,
storage, and display processes for effortless per-
formance, instant app launches, and stable ani-
mations over time. Its 8+1 Ultra-CoreComputing
architecture further boosts efficiency, delivering
18.5% faster cold starts and a 10.5% improvement
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in frame-rate stability. Memory Fusion raises data
loading speeds by 106%, while Dual Rendering
enhances animation performance by 35% and im-
proves frame-rate stability by 11%.

This smoothness extends beyond speed to
how the system feels, thanks to the refined Origin
Animation System and vivo’s Snap-Up Engine,
which delivers app launches up to 16% faster
and improves touch response by 41%, even after
heavy use.

Taking cues from nature

OriginOS 6 is inspired by the harmony of na-
ture and brings in a more intuitive, fluid, and hu-
man-centered digital experience that feels as nat-
ural as it looks. At the heart of it lies the Origin
Design System, an integrated visual language that
develops a clear and balanced visual and interac-

A major highlight is vivo Sans, a

custom typeface supporting 40+

languages, 300+ writing systems,

making reading on-screen crisp
and comfortable

tion language through color, shape, typography,
layout, material, and depth. A major highlight
is vivo Sans, a custom typeface supporting 40+
languages, 300+ writing systems, making reading
on-screen crisp and comfortable.

Beyond its refreshed visuals, OriginOS 6
boosts everyday performance with intelligent
tools like iManager, which quietly optimizes the
device, and Origin Health, which tracks daily ac-
tivity for better balance. Immersive Weather en-
hances utility with dynamic, lifelike visuals that
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mirror real-world conditions. Personalization also
steps up with the Lock Screen Grid for flexible
widgets, font customization, and real-time photo
blending, while the 4x7 Home Screen Grid and
adaptive folders improve organization, Flip Cards
add natural motion to photos. Altogether, Orig-
inOS 6 blends design, intelligence, and person-
alization into an organic, responsive experience
that feels truly alive.

vivo Al takes on the personal intelligence

OriginOS 6 places Al at the center of the expe-
rience, reshaping how users interact, create, and
stay productive within a seamlessly connected
ecosystem. Built in collaboration with Google, it
integrates Gemini and Circle to Search for instant,
intuitive access to information and creative tools.
The new Al Retouch suite, featuring Al Erase, Al
Image Expander, and Al Photo Enhance, brings
pro-level editing to everyday users, while vivo Al
boosts productivity with Smart Call Assistant,
Doc Master, Al Creation, and Al Search. Pow-
ered by Android 16’s Live Updates, Origin Island
introduces fluid, real-time actions like Copy &
Go and Drag & Go, redefining multitasking with
smarter, more contextual interaction.OriginOS 6
turns complex discussions into clear, concise in-
sights—ideal for fast-paced global workflows.

Reliable security and privacy

OriginOS 6 is all about raising the level of se-
curity and performance, giving users full control
while keeping any interactions safe and seamless.
Security is built on transparency, control, on-de-
vice intelligence, and data minimization, with pri-

orainos 6

Global meetings,
understood at a glance.

vacy protected by keeping the data right on the
device, minimizing exposure, and putting control
over information firmly in the user’s hands.Per-
formance-wise, BlueVolt technology ensures en-
hancement in power efficiency, charging stability,
and thermal management by keeping the device
cool and reliable even through very heavy use.
Together, these innovations reflect vivo’s commit-
ment to trust, endurance, and long-term reliabili-
ty, making OriginOS 6 as secure as it is powerful.

From FuntouchOS to OriginOS: An
evolution that’s here to stay

OriginOS 6 marks the global evolution of
FuntouchOS into a smarter, more personal, and
beautifully designed experience. It brings deeper
Al integration, a nature-inspired design language,
and ultra-smooth, customizable animations that
let users shape an interface that truly feels their
own. OriginOS 6 introduces a refined visual ex-
perience, stronger system performance, and prac-
tical Al enhancements designed to improve daily
usability. It brings a more cohesive and responsive
interface to vivo devices as part of software evo-
lution

vivo has officially begun the highly anticipated
global rollout of OriginOS 6, its next-generation
software experience built on Android 16,targeting
the XFold5, X200 Pro, X200, and V60. The up-
date further expands to the vivo V60 Lite in Janu-
ary 2026.In mid-February 2026, vivo will roll out
the update to devices such as the vivo V60 Lite
and thevivo Y400.

One thing is certain: no matter where you are,
the arrival of OriginOS 6 will mark a noticeable
leap in how your vivo device looks, feels, and
responds. With its seamless animations, intui-
tive design, and smarter ecosystem, this update
promises to make your everyday digital
interactions more natural, personal, and alive
than ever before.
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Pakistan poised to
launch stablecoin,
digital currency

The push for a sovereign stablecoin is driven by peciﬁc

economic use cases, particularly regarding the country’s
$36 billion annual remittance market. Saqib argued
that utilising stablecoins could save users roughly 3% in
fees when sending money back to villages and cities in
Pakistan, calling emerging economies “one of the greatest

use cases” for the technology

akistan took a major step towards establish-

ing a regulated digital asset ecosystem as top

government officials, banking executives,

and senior leaders from Binance, including
Global CEO Richard Teng, convened at the Finance
Division for a high-level consultative meeting on the
National Digital Asset Framework.

The session, co-chaired by Federal Finance Min-
ister Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb and PVARA
Chairman Bilal Bin Sagib, brought together the
Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan, presidents
of leading commercial banks, and Binance’s global
leadership to chart the country’s next moves in digi-
tal asset regulation and innovation.

Discussions focused on building a secure, trans-
parent, and innovation-driven digital asset environ-
ment. Key priorities included responsible on- and
off-ramp infrastructure, enhanced compliance stan-
dards, and stronger integration of regulated financial
institutions. The group also reviewed the develop-
ment of a licensing regime for Virtual Asset Service
Providers to meet global anti-money laundering and
counter-terrorism financing standards.

Senator Aurangzeb reiterated Pakistan’s com-
mitment to a strong regulatory environment that
balances technological innovation with economic
safeguards. He emphasised the need for close co-
ordination between government agencies, global
exchanges, and domestic banks to modernise pay-
ments, improve financial inclusion, and align with
international standards.

Binance CEO Richard Teng and his team shared
insights on global digital asset trends and Pakistan’s
growing role in the sector. Participants discussed the
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potential for blockchain-based systems to reduce
costs in Pakistan’s $38 billion annual remittance
flows and highlighted the need to build local talent
pipelines for blockchain and Web3 skills.

The meeting also explored sovereign debt to-
kenisation to boost liquidity and investor access, as
well as practical frameworks for taxation and com-
pliance. Proposals included shifting oversight to
licensed exchanges, introducing a gradual capital
gains structure, and considering a time-bound am-
nesty to encourage users to move assets onto regu-
lated platforms.

Banking leaders provided input on risk manage-
ment, custody, and compliance, while the Finance
Minister highlighted the significance of a regulated
environment to promote market stability and attract
investment. Pakistan is poised to launch its own sta-
blecoin and is advancing towards its first phase of
state-backed Bitcoin mining, according to a senior
official speaking at Binance Blockchain Week in
Dubai.

Bilal bin Saqib, Minister of State and Chairman
of the Pakistan Virtual Assets Regulatory Authority,
confirmed that the government is actively working
on digital currency solutions to modernise the na-
tion’s financial infrastructure.

“Pakistan will definitely launch its own stable-
coin,” Saqib stated, noting that the country is cur-
rently experimenting with both a stablecoin and a
Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC). He de-
scribed the initiative as a strategic move to “collat-
eralize the government debt” and facilitate instant
settlements for exporters and entrepreneurs.

The push for a sovereign stablecoin is driven by
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specific economic use cases, particularly regarding
the country’s $36 billion annual remittance market.
Saqgib argued that utilising stablecoins could save
users roughly 3% in fees when sending money back
to villages and cities in Pakistan, calling emerging
economies “one of the greatest use cases” for the
technology.

Furthermore, the government views this tech-
nology as a tool for financial inclusion in a country
where 100 million people remain unbanked. “We
want to take this leapfrog... and also target the un-
banked people using our stablecoin,” Saqib said.

Beyond currency, the minister revealed that the
country is moving forward with industrial-scale
cryptocurrency operations. “We are on route for
our first phase of Bitcoin mining,” Bilal bin Sagib
said, adding that a wallet is currently being set up
and the government will soon announce regarding
its reserves.

Bilal Saqib framed the mining initiative not just
as an asset accumulation strategy, but as a critical in-
frastructure requirement for the artificial intelligence
sector. He described Bitcoin mining as the “first step
to create the momentum” toward establishing “sov-
ereign compute”. This infrastructure is intended to
support Pakistan's massive freelance market—the
third or fourth largest in the world—by providing
the Al data centres necessary for engineers to build
agentic workflows. “They are at the risk of going out
of business if we do not put in the right enabling en-
vironment,” he warned.

These developments follow the establishment of
Pakistan’s first independent digital assets regulatory
authority, which Saqib leads. He noted that after a
decade of legal ambiguity regarding crypto, the new
mandate provides a “one-window operation” for
licensing and education, turning “confusion into
clarity”. Despite the previous lack of a regulatory
framework, Bilal bin Saqib noted that Pakistan had
already become the third-biggest market for crypto
adoption. He attributed this demand to a population
of 250 million with an average age of 23.

“They are already living in stablecoins even be-
fore there is any regulation,” Saqib said of the coun-
try’s tech-savvy youth. “They want to live in the
future. They don't want to live in today’s financial
world”.

Meanwhile, Binance, the global blockchain
ecosystem behind the world’s largest digital as-
set exchange by trading volume and users, has an-
nounced on stage at Binance Blockchain Week that
its co-founder, Yi He, has been appointed Co-CEQ.

“Yi has been an integral part of the executive
leadership team since the launch of Binance. Her
innovative and user-focused approach has been in-
strumental in shaping the company’s vision, culture,
and bottom-up business strategy,” said Binance CEO
Richard Teng. “This appointment is a natural pro-
gression and she will continue to guide the organiza-
tion from strength to strength.”

Binance CEO Richard Teng and
his team shared insights on global
digital asset trends and Pakistan’s

growing role in the sector

“We remain dedicated to being the most trusted
and regulated exchange in the world, always put-
ting our users first. Yi plays a critical role in grow-
ing our community and driving product innovation
as we work to reach one billion users. Together, we
are focused on building the Web3 infrastructure and
promoting financial freedom, empowering people to
participate in a more open and fair financial system,”
added Richard.

“I am honored to build alongside Richard, who
brings decades of experience in regulated financial
markets and was among the first to regulate crypto
in its early days,” said Yi He. “Together, we bring
diverse perspectives and are confident in leading the
future of the industry during this pivotal time, as we
responsibly expand our global presence and drive
sustainable innovation with our users always at the
center.”
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Businessmen,
educationists
brainstorm to
overcome woes of
disabled people

In partners hlp Wlth NOWPDP and PBC Unilever Pakistan
broughttogether academia, industry,and the development
sector for a closed-door, focused dialogue at an UpliftingU
roundtable in Karachi to overcome these long-standing
barriers and rebuild a functional talent pipeline

isability inclusion in Pakistan remains

standstill, where millions of Persons

With Disabilities (PWDs) are unable to

make the transition from education to
meaningful employment.

In partnership with Network of Organisations
Working For People With Disabilities Pakistan
(NOWPDP) and Pakistan Business Council (PBC),
Unilever Pakistan brought together academia, in-
dustry, and the development sector for a closed-
door, focused dialogue at an UpliftingU roundtable
in Karachi to overcome these long-standing barriers
and rebuild a functional talent pipeline.

The purpose was clear: to understand PWDs’
involvement in terms of entering universities, em-
ployers receiving fewer CVs, and what systemic
reforms are necessary to mainstream talent across
classrooms and workplaces. Unilever Pakistan HR
Head Sanam Sheikh started the session with a can-
did reality check. “Access and opportunity come
easily to many, but that is not the case for everyone.
Pakistan has 27 million people with disabilities, yet
very few reach higher education or the workplace
because our environments remain inaccessible.”

Broken pipeline: where talent vanishes.

Participants unanimously agreed that the biggest
leak in Pakistan’s disability talent pipeline occurs
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before employment begins, within schools, colleges,
and universities. SZABIST BBA Program Manag-
er and Assistant Professor Fahad Zuberi, who has
worked with NOWPDP for over a decade, said
the problem begins much earlier than recruitment.
“Nobody is genuinely working on mindset change,
which should be regarded as the most vital task,” he
summed up.

Participants unanimously agreed
that the biggest leak in Pakistan’s
disability talent pipeline happens
before employment even begins,
inside schools, colleges, and
universities

One of the things the roundtable highlighted was
how much discrimination is meted out before a job
search. Participants cited that schools can be quite
resistant to change; leadership and parents tend to
resist inclusive education.

“We have to start at the grassroots level so that
the mindset shift can happen early,” one panellist
said. From an employer’s perspective, one attendee
reminded that exposure in society helps frame atti-
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tudes on future hiring.

Many kids grow up never interacting with peo-
ple who have disabilities, and that means “future
HR managers and team leads don't even think about
disabled talent; it's not in their imagination.”

On paper, Pakistan is not short on commit-
ments.

The country has a disability employment quota
under the Disabled Persons (Employment & Reha-
bilitation) Ordinance, 1981, while the HEC’s 2021
Policy for Students with Disabilities seeks accessible
infrastructure, assistive technologies, and campus
support services.

But participants agreed that physical, attitudi-
nal, and systemic barriers continue to block access:
Campuses lack ramps, elevators, and accessible
washrooms. Instructors are not trained in inclusive
teaching. The students depend on their peers to
write the exams due to a lack of scribes or software.
Disability support offices remain underfunded or
nonexistent.

“Institutions must identify limitations clearly
and develop solutions through proper policy-mak-
ing. Every organisation needs its own dedicated pol-
icies that is the foundation of real and systematic
change,” said NOWPDP CEO Omair Ahmad.

One of the strongest calls came from NOWP-
DP’s Strategic Partnerships team.

NOWPDP Senior Associate of External En-
gagement Ashir Wilson argued that experiential
learning is not enough without institutional systems
behind it. “If I don't know how to support a person
with a disability, I should be able to open the hand-
book and follow the steps,” he said, emphasising
the need for written Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs), policies, and clear procedures.

From performative hiring to meaningful jobs.

‘While employers were willing to recruit PWDs,
the discussion indicated that very few organisations
still have a roadmap. From experience at Faysal
Bank, Habiba Salman noted that skill gaps vary
by disability; however, these are entirely trainable.
Their first batch of employees with disabilities had
‘“zero customer complaints”, she said, outperform-
ing many regular officers. But she emphasised that
the PWDs also needed orientation on workplace
ethics, while their colleagues were in continuous
need of sensitisation.

Meanwhile, inclusion done poorly hurts.

The example GSK’s Sabiga Kiyani gave of her
niece, who is deaf, who moved into a better-paying
job where she was given nothing to do, seriously im-
pacted her confidence until she went back to her pre-
vious employer. “Hiring without giving meaningful
work is a disaster. The intent matters,” Kiyani said.

Selena Baig from HBL reminded the room that
the private sector benefits tremendously from dis-
ability inclusion. “This isn’t charity; we gain from it.
The talent is there; we just have to develop it.”

As part of UpliftingU, NOWPDP announced a
new capability development programme in collab-
oration with Unilever Pakistan to widen skills av-
enues and improve employability for PWDs. This
will strengthen the ecosystem for disability inclusion
by way of structured training, exposure opportuni-
ties, and employer readiness frameworks.

By the end of the session, one message came
loud and clear: inclusion cannot be treated as a cor-
porate social responsibility (CSR) project, a key per-
formance indicator (KPI) target or a symbolic hire.
It requires a shift in mindset, accessible classrooms,
informed faculty, equipped employers, institutional
policies, and the most importantly, accountability.
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/Z.ong 4G sets up hi-tech Cloud

+4 Computing Center to move

—J forward digital Pakistan vision

CEO of Zong 4G, Huo Junli, welcomed gover-nment. officials and highlighted the

company’s vision for a digital Pakistan. Zong 4G is dedicated to providing high-quality
information services and technological innovation to build inclusive digital ecosystems.
The launch of the Cloud Intelligent Computing Center, Al platform, and Cloud solutions
is a key step in achieving the company’s digital goals

ong, a leading Information Services and
Technology Innovation company in Pa-
kistan, organised an exclusive event at its
Headquarters in Islamabad to celebrate a
milestone in the country’s digital progress.

The Federal Minister for IT & Telecommunica-
tion, Shaza Fatima Khawaja, as the chief guest of
the event, officially opened Zong's state-of-the-art
Tier-III Certified Data Center, a significant develop-
ment in Pakistan’s digital infrastructure. The event
was attended by senior government officials, indus-
try leaders, and distinguished guests.

The newly inaugurated facility demonstrates
Zong's dedication to strengthening Pakistan’s digital
foundation with secure, scalable, and future-ready
technology. Built to international Tier-III standards,
the Data Center supports Zong’s vision of advancing
Pakistan’s digital future by providing cloud solutions,
enterprise services, Al innovation, IoT applications,
advanced cybersecurity, and next-generation connec-
tivity.

With cutting-edge server architecture and en-
ergy-efficient systems, the Data Center showcases
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Zong’s commitment to global best practices and
sustainability while contributing to nationwide dig-
italisation efforts. This strategic investment enhances
Pakistan’s technological capabilities and positions
Zong as a key player in the country’s digital econo-
my. During the ceremony, the Federal Minister for IT
& Telecommunication emphasised the importance
of strengthening the national digital infrastructure
for economic growth, innovation, and job creation.
She praised Zong for its continuous investment in
advanced technologies that align with the govern-
ment's vision of a connected and digitally empow-
ered Pakistan.

CEO of Zong 4G, Huo Junli, expressed honour
in welcoming government officials and presenting
the company’s vision for a digital Pakistan. Zong
4G remains committed to delivering top-notch in-
formation services and technological innovation to
create inclusive and effective digital ecosystems. The

The event also featured technol-
ogy showcases and presentations
from Zong leadership, highlighting
the company’s latest advance-
ments in Al, Cloud, [oT, and net-
work modernisation

launch of the Cloud Intelligent Computing Center,
an Al-enabled platform, and Cloud solutions are
significant steps towards realising the organisation’s
digital aspirations.

The event also featured technology showcases
and presentations from Zong leadership, highlight-
ing the company’s latest advancements in AI, Cloud,
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IoT, and network modernisation.

Zong 4G reaffirmed its commitment to driving
innovation, expanding digital access, and contribut-
ing to Pakistan’s ICT progress in collaboration with
the Ministry of IT & Telecom, solidifying its role as a
key player in the country’s digital economy.

Previously, Zong introduced its AI Roadmap
for Pakistan 2030 initiative at the Pakistan AT Sum-
mit 2025, organised by CxO Global. The summit
brought together stakeholders from various sectors
to shape the country’s digital future and emphasised
the transformative role of artificial intelligence in

governance, cloudinfrastructure, business innova-
tion, and social development.

The Pakistan AI Summit 2025 highlighted
Zong’s leadership in technology innovation and its
efforts to empower the ecosystem with advanced
digital infrastructure while promoting knowledge
leadership in emerging technologies. As Zong con-
tinues to enhance its AI, cloud, and data capabilities,
it remains dedicated to accelerating Pakistan’s digital
transformation journey and enabling a future-ready
economy.
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Govt decides not
to spare sensation
mongers on social

media

The governmentaimsto prevent panic and misinformation
from spreading and ensure that those responsible for
fabricating news will face serious consequences. Naqvi
also stressed that vloggers, podcasters, and other digital
content creators must be held accountable if found to be
publishing fake news

t is a common practice on social media plat-

forms for anchors to sensationalise news, which

can negatively impact the lives of the common

man. In response to the spread of fake news,
the government has announced a crackdown on false
information. The Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
warned that spreading false news under the guise of
journalism will not be tolerated. He emphasized the
need for accountability and verification in reporting,
especially on social media.

The government aims to prevent panic and mis-
information from spreading and ensured that those
responsible for fabricating news will face conse-
quences. The crackdown is also motivated by rumors
surrounding the former prime minister and ongoing
constitutional uncertainties. The government’s ac-
tions have raised concerns about freedom of ex-
pression and censorship. Nagvi highlighted cases in
which online posts falsely declared individuals dead
or circulated baseless allegations. “This is not accept-
able,” he said, adding that the Information Ministry
and the National Cyber Crime Investigation Agency
(NCCIA) will jointly oversee the crackdown.

Mohsin Nagvi also stressed that vloggers, pod-
casters, and other digital content creators must be
held accountable if found to be publishing fake news.

A major factor driving the federal government’s
latest crackdown is the circulation of alarming social
media rumours about former Prime Minister Imran
Khan, who remains in custody.

Rumours alleging that Imran Khan had been
moved from Adiala Jail—or had even died in deten-
tion—spread rapidly online, prompting significant
concern among his family and supporters both with-
in Pakistan and abroad.

The leadership of Khan's own party, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), had previously called on the
government to take action against websites spread-
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ing these claims, and authorities have now decided
to address the issue seriously.

Another factor behind the crackdown is the
constitutional uncertainty last month, which was
overplayed by social media after some days passed
without the issuance of a notification regarding the
appointments of the army chief and the chief of de-
fense staff.

Although following the 27th constitutional
amendment, Field Marshal Asim Munir currently
holds these positions, his previous term ended on
November 27, and no new official notification of
new appointments could be issued for certain rea-
sons. The delay fueled widespread speculation on
Pakistan’s social media platforms, with users actively
engaged in circulating rumours about the reasons be-
hind it. The CDF position was introduced through
the recent 27th constitutional amendment, replacing
the former role of the chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Committee (CJCSC).

The delay fueled widespread
speculation on Pakistan’s social
media platforms, with users
actively engaged in circulating

rumours about the reasons
behind it

The previous CJCSC, General Sahir Shamshad
Mirza, retired on 27 November. Parliament had ap-
proved Asim Munir as the first CDF, and the formal
notification was issued in this regard on December 5
last. Yet in the interregnum period, intensive public
speculation was made.

The government’s crackdown on fake news is
being presented as an effort to curb misinformation,

INSIGHT |
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but critics warn it risks overreach and silencing legit-
imate dissent.

Critics warn that the measures could stifle legit-
imate dissent and undermine media freedom. The
government defends the crackdown as necessary to
combat misinformation and maintain public order.
However, concerns remain about the potential for
abuse and censorship. Experts suggest that transpar-
ency, accountability, and clear definitions of misin-
formation are essential to address the spread of fake
news effectively.

Freedom of expression in Pakistan remains con-
tentious, shaped by laws on national security, defa-
mation, blasphemy, and public order alongside polit-
ical pressure and social norms.

Journalists, activists, and digital creators face le-
gal challenges, censorship, or intimidation when re-
porting on sensitive topics.

Islamabad has been expanding digital controls
since the beginning of this year. In January, lawmak-
ers amended the Prevention of Electronic Crimes
Act (PECA), and in April, authorities formed the
NCCIA.

The revisions criminalise the intentional spread
of false information likely to cause panic, with pen-
alties including fines and up to three years in prison.

Opposition parties, media groups, and rights or-
ganizations say the measures are draconian and fa-
cilitate censorship. The 2025 Press Freedom Index
issued by Reporters Without Borders lists Pakistan at
158th of 180 countries, amid a nearly 60 percent rise
in violations against journalists.

Freedom Network and the Pakistan Press Foun-
dation documented over 270 incidents this year, re-
flecting a bleak environment for media safety.

Meanwhile, government officials insist PECA
targets verifiable threats and deny political motives,
but the long history of impunity for crimes against
journalists undermines confidence in state assuranc-
es and independent oversight.

The media related experts stressed that account-
ability is welcome only when it comes through trans-
parent, rights-based processes, not vague threats that
can be selectively applied. Thet pointed out that Pa-
kistan lacks safeguards to prevent such a crackdown
from becoming censorship, with weak digital data
and privacy protections often undermined by surveil-
lance. When official updates are delayed or opaque,
and journalists face restrictions, rumours fill the
gap, they observed. They recommends a solution of
greater transparency, regular briefings, and building
trust between the state and citizens.

Instead of punitive measures, Pakistan needs
clear definitions of misinformation, independent
oversight, protections for free expression, and gov-
ernment transparency to counter rumors effectively,
they explained. They cautioned that if the govern-
ment genuinely intends to curb disinformation, it
must prioritise transparency rather than intimidation;
otherwise, it risks deepening Pakistan’s long-standing
tension between state authority and free expression.

They noted that when officials insist that vlog-
gers, podcasters, and digital creators must be “held
accountable,” it immediately raises fundamental
questions: accountable to whom, under what legal
framework, and with which safeguards?

Although the interior minister referenced the role
of traditional newsrooms, they observed, these insti-
tutions already operate under considerable pressure
from state authorities and powerful actors.

They warned that without transparency, such a
crackdown could deepen the vulnerability of inde-
pendent journalists and citizen reporters, who al-
ready face limited access to verified information.

Clear and consistent definitions are essential to
distinguish genuine misinformation from opinion,
criticism, or uncomfortable reporting on those in
power, they added, stressing the need for an open
and accessible process to review content flagged
by authorities. Without safeguards, they explained,
enforcement could become arbitrary, potentially
extending to rumours about political leaders, inves-
tigative reporting, or basic commentary. They ques-
tioned whether the recently announced plan will
promote responsible journalism or simply expand
the state’s reach to silence dissent.
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Declining exports
raise Pakistan’s

ey

trade detficit to 37.17%

Pakistan’s trade deficit increased

Xy

by 3-7.i7l‘p(.§1:(36nt to $15.5

4

billion compared to $11.3 billion in the same period last
year. Exports declined by 6.39 percent to $12.8 billion,
while imports rose by 13.26 percent to $28.3 billion

he Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS)

data have shown a significant decrease in

exports and a notable increase in imports,

challenging the government’s claims about
the country’s economic performance. This shift in
the trade balance emphasises the need for a deep-
er review of fiscal policies and their actual impact
on the economy. While the government promotes
narratives of economic growth and stability, the sta-
tistics outline a different picture, raising questions
about the veracity of such claims. This discrepancy
sparks discussions about the underlying factors driv-
ing these trade changes and their implications for Pa-
kistan’s economic future. The establishment of the
Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) by
the government aims to attract local and foreign in-
vestments, with concerns about high tax rates, which
have been acknowledged by SIFC National Coordi-
nator Lt Gen Sarfraz Ahmed.

During the July-November period of the current
fiscal year, Pakistan’s trade deficit increased by 37.17
percent to $15.5 billion compared to $11.3 billion
in the same period last year. Exports declined by
6.39 percent to $12.8 billion, while imports rose by
13.26 percent to $28.3 billion. In November 2025,
the trade deficit decreased by 11.86 percent to $2.9
billion compared to October 2025, with exports de-
clining by 15.8 percent and imports by 13.7 percent.
On a yearly basis, the trade deficit widened by 32.8
percent in November 2025, with exports decreasing
by 15.35 percent and imports increasing by 5.42
percent. The Ministry of Finance reported that the
Current Account Deficit (CAD) remains within the
expected range, supported by export growth and re-
mittance inflows despite increased import demand.
The economy is projected to maintain positive mo-
mentum with ongoing structural reforms and fiscal
discipline efforts.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan Textile Council (PTC)
has expressed deep concern over the continued de-
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terioration in Pakistan’s external trade position, as
reflected in the official November 2025 data. The
figures indicate a substantial contraction in exports,
rising import pressures, and a widening cumulative
trade deficit—posing serious challenges for industri-
al stability, employment, and macroeconomic recov-
ery.

The sustained decline in exports—despite a mod-
erate reduction in global freight costs and improved
order visibility in competitor markets—reflects struc-
tural challenges faced by Pakistan’s export-oriented
industries. These include high energy tariffs and
inconsistent power supply, elevated financial costs,
exchange rate volatility, taxation burdens relative to
regional competitors, erosion of working capital due
to delayed refund payment and rising input costs and
weak domestic value-addition capacity.

Pakistan’s widening trade deficit highlights crit-
ical structural issues in manufacturing and export
competitiveness, which should concern policy-
makers about potential industrial instability and
economic resilience, a noted trade leader warned.

The figures show a deepening
crisis where industries consume
imported inputs but are unable to
generate competitive exports,
risking long-term economic
stability

Responding to Pakistan Bureau of Statistics data
showing the trade deficit surged 37.17 percent to
15.47 billion dollars in the first five months of fis-
cal year 2026, former president of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce, Shahid Rasheed Butt, said
the figures show a deepening crisis where industries
consume imported inputs but fail to generate com-
petitive exports, risking long-term economic stabili-
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ty. He pointed to November as particularly alarming,
with exports declining 15.35 percent year-on-year
to 2.398 billion dollars while imports rose to 5.253
billion, pushing the monthly deficit to 2.85 billion.
He said the export-to-import ratio has come down to
0.45 from 0.53 last year, indicating export sectors are
losing ground even as they absorb more raw materi-
als. He identified several factors driving the collapse.
Cheap imports are undercutting domestic producers
while factories struggle with outdated technology, an
unreliable energy supply, weak export financing, and
an inability to meet international quality standards.

This creates a vicious cycle where rising input
costs fail to translate into export earnings, accelerat-
ing deindustrialisation.

He said short-term consumer gains from cheaper
imports mask severe long-term risks. Factory clo-
sures will eliminate formal jobs in export zones. At
the same time, currency depreciation will push up
inflation on imported essentials, including fuel, edi-
ble oil, and medicines. Rising external debt servicing
will squeeze fiscal space for health and education.

Mr Butt called for immediate corrective mea-
sures, including tariff rationalisation to protect via-
ble industries, subsidised energy for exporters, and

sTAT;gma ~,

services, pharmaceuticals, engineering goods, and
value-added agriculture, to prevent further depletion
of foreign exchange reserves and avoid another IMF
bailout with stricter conditionalities and deeper aus-
terity.

The World Bank has warned that Pakistan’s ex-
ports as a share of GDP are declining and are sub-
stantially below potential, revealing an untapped ex-
port potential of nearly USD 60 billion. The Bank
cited high tariffs, cumbersome regulations, costly
energy, and logistics as key factors constraining the
country’s exports.

In its report “Pakistan Development Update,”
the World Bank stated that since 2000, exports as a
share of GDP have steadily declined from an average
of 16 percent in the 1990s to just around 10.4 per-
cent in 2024, leaving growth dependent on debt and
remittance-driven consumption, which underlies Pa-
kistan’s recurrent boom-bust cycles.

Pakistan’s export performance once outpaced
Bangladesh and India, but today it lags both coun-
tries and is below the low- and middle-income
country (LMIC) and upper middle-income country
(UMIC) averages. This decline has happened against
the backdrop of a widening exports gap, i.e., the dif-
ference between actual exports and Pakistan’s export
potential.

DECEMBER, 2025



FM RADIO STATIONS

flare.mag@gmail.com 0323-9999999
WWW.FLARE.PK




>

=8
2
L
Q.
=
)
2
L

Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

Gemini most

+4 searched engine

while DeepSeek

among top 10 in 2025

This year’s tech searches reveal the growing interest
of Pakistan in artificial intelligence, digital tools, and

next-generation

smartphones.

Al

Besides models,

local streaming platforms and emerging crypto topics

dominated the list.

Gemini,

Tamasha, DeepSeek,

Myco, On4t, Google Al Studio, Claude, iPhone 17, Grok,

Non-Fungible Token (NFT)

oogle’s Year in Search highlights that
Al tools led trending queries global-
ly. These tools featured prominently,

i

with Gemini ranking as the top search
worldwide, and DeepSeek also among the top 10.

The annual report tracks searches that had the
biggest sustained traffic spikes in 2025 compared to
2024, not total search volume.

Gemini topped the global trending searches
list, reflecting the growth of Google’s Al assistant
throughout 2025.

DeepSeek, the Chinese Al firm that gained at-
tention earlier this year, appeared in both global
and the US trending lists. Additionally, sports, es-
pecially cricket matches, were also popular search
topics.

The top 10 global trending searches were: Gem-
ini, India vs England, Charlie Kirk, Club World
Cup, India vs Australia, DeepSeek, Asia Cup, Iran,
iPhone 17, Pakistan, and India.

Google also released its Year in Search 2025 for
Pakistan, providing a data-driven look at the top-
ics, technologies, and questions that captured the
country’s interest this year.

As usual, the annual list highlights the “Trend-
ing Searches” terms with the biggest spike in search
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interest compared to the previous year.

The data is based on searches from January 1 to
November 23, 2025, showing how Pakistanis used
Google to understand major news, learn about new
technologies, and seek help for daily problems.

Google groups these results into topics, which
are collections of searches about similar ideas,
times, or public figures across many languages.

Pakistanis searched on Google for
clarity on various topics, such as
weather emergencies, government
schemes, exam results, and major
national developments. Floods
and education-related queries
remained among the most
searched topics

Pakistan’s top trending searches of 2025

This year’s tech searches reveal Pakistan’s grow-
ing interest in artificial intelligence, digital tools,
and next-gen smartphones. Besides AI models, lo-
cal streaming platforms and crypto-related topics
dominated the list. Gemini, Tamasha, DeepSeek,
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Myco, On4t, Google Al Studio, Claude, iPhone
17, Grok, and NFTs.

Top trending local news searches for 2025

Pakistanis searched Google for clarity on var-
ious issues like weather emergencies, government
schemes, exam results, and major national devel-
opments. Floods and education queries remained
quite common.

Examples include Punjab Socio-Economic
Registry, Karachi Floods, Iran, Asaan Karobar
Card, Flood Situation Near Chenab River, FBISE
Results, 10th Class Examination Results, Prime
Minister’s Laptop Scheme 2025, Gold Rates in Pa-
kistan, and 9th Class Result Announcement Date
2025.

Top trending how-to searches for 2025

The “how-to” list shows Pakistanis’ daily chal-
lenges, from handling fines and financial planning
to photography trends and legal advice.

Queries include How to Check E-Challan Ka-
rachi, How to See Unsent Messages on Instagram,
How to Do Car Insurance, How to Invest in Crypto
Market, How to Invest in Stock Market, How to
Apply for a Credit Card, How to Make a Ghibli
Photo, How to Choose the Best Lawyer, How to
Print From Phone Using NokoPrint App, and
How to Upload a Blog.

Pakistan Air Force’s Air Vice Marshal (AVM)
Aurangzeb Ahmed has become a well-known fig-
ure among Pakistani youth, following his com-
posed and confident presence during media brief-
ings after the recent conflict with India.

AVM Aurengzeb Ahmed’s articulate handling
of press conferences and his clear messaging re-
garding Pakistan’s military responses earned him
widespread respect. His calm manner and witty
comments, especially about the Indian Air Force
(IAF), gained popularity on social media, quickly
making him a national figure.

One of his most viral moments was when he
said, “I will pick up from where I left, day before
yesterday, PAF vs IAF, 6-nil,” referencing Paki-
stan’s claimed downing of six Indian fighter jets
and one drone—a remark that captivated the pub-
lic and dominated online discussions.

Google search trends reflect his popularity,
with AVM Aurangzeb Ahmed becoming one of
the most searched personalities in Pakistan, with
2.02 million searches. Other trending topics in-
clude “Islamabad Airport” (100,000 searches),
“JF-17 Thunder” and “DG ISPR” (50,000 each),
and “Dassault Aviation share price” and “Shivangi
Singh” (20,000 each), indicating increased public
interest in defence and aviation.

As another year concludes, our internet search-
es serve as a digital snapshot of life in 2025.

Google’s yearly search trend report highlights
the queries with the highest traffic spikes during
2025, including the first-time Oscar winner Mikey
Madison, Taylor Swift’s latest hit, and book recom-
mendations for fans of The Hunting Wives.

Actors (Global) include Mikey Madison, Lew-
is Pullman, Isabela Merced, Song Ji Woo, Kaitlyn
Dever, Charlie Hunnam, Bella Ramsey, Gavin Ca-
salegno, Emma Myers, and Walton Goggins.

Actors (US) include Pedro Pascal, Malachi Bar-
ton, Walton Goggins, Pamela Anderson, Charlie
Sheen, Eric Dane, Mikey Madison, Aubrey Plaza,
Adam Sandler, and Justin Baldoni.

Celebrity weddings featured include Jeff Bezos
and Lauren Sanchez, Selena Gomez and Benny
Blanco, Josh Allen and Hailee Steinfeld, Zohran
Mamdani and Rama Duwaji, Demi Lovato and
Jordan Lutes, Jalen Hurts and Bryonna Burrows,
Travis Hunter and Leanna Lenee, Paige Drum-
mond and David Andersen, Charli XCX and
George Daniel, Hunter Fieri and Tara Bernstein.

Google’s global trend report yielded some sur-
prising results. The most interest-growing food
keywords included “hot honey” (number one)
and “chimichurri” (number three). The data also
shows that chicken remains a staple worldwide,
with searches for recipes like “marry me chicken,”
“white chicken chili,” and “roasted chicken” rank-
ing highly. Comfort foods, like lasagna soup, also
gained popularity.
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ports are not just a physical front but also a
metaphor for civilisation, culture and rela-
tionships. Whether it’s on the cricket field
or the football stadium, the point of view
is the same: people connect, borders are erased,
and sports become the language of the world.
Sports are the power which sends a message of
harmony, tolerance and competition more than
anything else. The world has many sports of the
past and the present, but there are a few that have
been protected from the dust of time. Their roots
are strong in the past, bright in the present and
more stable in the future. Let’s know the story of
these ten sports, their home grounds, and what
has happened and what is going to happen in their
grounds.
Sports’ home grounds where the soul resides!
Each of the world’s ten major sports has its
own home grand, a place where its spirit breathes.
Football beats in the historic arenas of Europe,
cricket shows its glory in the stadiums of the sub-
continent, England and Australia, basketball has
been born in the NBA arenas of America and has
spread around the world, tennis Grand Slams
maintain their traditions in Wimbledon, US Open
and Roland Garros, while American football and
baseball have become cultural icons of America.
Similarly, the echo of ice hockey in the snowy
fields, the glory of the green fields of golf, the bril-
liance of the high-speed circuits of Formula One,
and the energy of volleyball’s beaches all combine
to create a scene where sport becomes not just a
competition but a global cultural language.
2025 scenario
The year 2025 was very eventful in terms of
the sports calendar. The biggest event in football
was the FIFA Club World Cup 2025, which was
held in the United States from June to July. The
world’s best club teams participated in this mega
event and created history. On the cricket field,
various Test series this year, and the planning of
new women'’s leagues after the Asia Cup, attract-
ed attention. In tennis, Wimbledon and the US
Open were considered the most spectacular tour-
naments in history. For golf fans, the Ryder Cup
2025 (to be held in September at Bethpage Black
Course in New York) created great excitement,
where Europe defeated the United States to win
the title. In volleyball, the FIVB Women's World
Championship 2025 was held in Thailand, which
breathed new life into the world of Asian sports.
New circuits were added to Formula One races,
while ice hockey, baseball and basketball enter-
tained fans with their annual leagues.
A glimpse of the future
As the year draws to a close, there are still
plenty of exciting events set to take place in the
year 2025. Preparations are underway for events
like the Women’s World Cup and the Champions
Trophy in cricket. Football is set to host the Euro
qualifiers and the South American Club Cham-
pionship. The final three Formula One Grand
Prix events will be held in Dubai, Brazil and Abu
Dhabi. Tennis’s final ATP Finals and WTA Tour
Championships will bring the sporting year to a
spectacular close. Golf and volleyball are set to
host their next events in new venues in Asia. All
of this suggests that sports are not only safe but
also expanding.
Past, present and future are a continuum
These ten sports have embodied the differ-
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tolerance and competition more than anything else. The
world has many sports of the past and the present, but there
are a few that have been protected from the dust of time

they are the heartbeat of the world. Sweat, tears,
joy, defeat and success are everything in their
fields. The slogans of football, the echoes of crick-
et, the shots of tennis, and the speed of Formula
One all speak the same language: sport is alive,
and it is the strongest force to connect the world.

BBC Sports Personality of the Year

England teammates Chloe Kelly and Hannah
Hampton are up against one another for BBC
Sports Personality of the Year on a shortlist that
also includes Lando Norris, Rory Mcllroy, Luke
Littler and Ellie Kildunne.
Kelly and Hampton

ent colours of humanity

in their history. Football The year 2025 was very eventful
in terms of the sports calendar.
The biggest event in football was
the FIFA Club World Cup 2025,
which was held in the United
States

united people, cricket gave
a voice to nations, tennis
and golf set an example
of dignity, basketball and
baseball embodied the
American dream, Formu-
la One combined speed

were at the centre of En-
gland’s dramatic penalty
shootout win over Spain in
the Euro 2025 final, with
Kelly scoring the winning
spot-kick after Hampton
had made two critical
saves.

and innovation, and vol-
leyball and ice hockey introduced new dimen-
sions of the game. And today, as it moves towards
its final chapter, the world of sports is once again
preparing itself with new enthusiasm.

These ten sports are not just entertainment;
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For Kelly, it came af-
ter a difficult period personally, but after leav-
ing Manchester City for Arsenal within months,
she was a European champion and Champions
League winner. Hampton’'s heroics saw the Chel-
sea stopper win the Yashin Trophy for the world’s
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best female goalkeeper at the Ballon d’Or awards.

Newly-crowned Formula 1 world champion
Norris, the 11th Briton to take the title, has driven
his way on to the list after edging out Max Ver-
stappen and McLaren team-mate Oscar Piastri in
a tense end to the season that saw the closest fin-
ish to an F1 season for 15 years.

Littler started the year by becoming the young-
est world champion in darts history, still only 17,
and went on to become only the fifth player ever
to complete the PDC Triple Crown with the world
championship, Premier League and Matchplay ti-
tles, rising to number one in the rankings.

Mcllroy, 36, has enjoyed two great victories in
2025. At the Masters, he emerged from a dramatic
play-off against Justin Rose to become only the
sixth man to complete a grand slam of golf’s four
majors. Then at the Ryder Cup, he contributed
three and a half points to Europe’s dramatic vic-
tory over the USA.

Kildunne scored five tries as England won the
Women’s Rugby World Cup this summer. Although
she missed the quarterfinal with a concussion, Kil-
dunne scored two tries in the semifinal win over
France, and then added another in the final over
Canada, having already helped seal Six Nations
glory.
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he police, procurement, and judicial de-

partments have been identified as the most

corrupt in Pakistan, with provincial gov-

ernments being more corrupt than local
governments, according to the National Corruption
Perception Survey (NCPS) 2025, released by Trans-
parency International Pakistan (TIP).

The survey shows that 77% of respondents are
dissatisfied with the government’s efforts to curb
corruption, with province-wise dissatisfaction
standing at 80% in Baluchistan, 78% in Punjab, and
75% each in Sindh and KP.

Encouragingly, 66% of respondents nationwide
reported not facing situations where they were com-
pelled to pay a bribe. Economically, 57% of citizens
reported a decline in purchasing power in the past
12 months, while 43% felt there was an improve-
ment. Additionally, 58% agreed that the govern-
ment made the economy stable with the financial
assistance from the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) programme and benefited from its exit from
the FATF’s Grey List.

There is a strong public consensus for political
finance reform, with 42% of Pakistanis wanting a
ban on funding to political parties and another 41%
seeking to regulate it.

Additionally, 55% favour banning the use of par-
ty names or leadership photos in government ads.

The survey, conducted from September 22 to 29,
2025, reveals that provincial governments are per-
ceived as more corrupt than local governments, with
59% of respondents expressing distrust, highest in
Punjab at 70%.

Furthermore, 78% of Pakistanis want account-
ability of anti-corruption bodies like NAB and FIA,
citing concerns such as lack of transparency in in-
vestigations, no independent oversight, and political
victimisation.

Nationally, 24% of respondents held the police
as the most corrupt sector, followed by tender & pro-
curement at 16% and the judiciary at 14%. In terms
of procurement, Balochistan showed the highest
concern at 23%, followed by KP at 18%, Sindh at
14%, and Punjab at 9%. Public perception of judi-
cial corruption was the highest in KP at 18% and
Punjab at 17%, compared to 12% in Sindh and Ba-
lochistan.

Despite grim perceptions, 66% of people said
they did not personally pay bribes for public services,
though Sindh reported the highest bribe experience
at 46%, followed by Punjab at 39%, Balochistan at
31%, and KP at 20%.

Pakistanis identified a lack of accountability,
transparency, access to information, and delayed
decisions on corruption cases as the main reasons
for the rising corruption.

Provincially, corruption in hospitals is perceived
as the highest in Sindh at 49%, KP at 46%, Baloch-
istan at 32%, and Punjab at 26%. Corruption in hos-
pitals is followed by corruption among doctors and
the pharmaceutical industry.

Curbing corruption in health demands strict ac-
tion against pharma commissions, a ban on private
practice of public doctors,
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The survey shows that 77% of respondents are dissatisfied
with the government’s efforts to curb corruption,

with province-wise dissatisfaction standing at 80% in
Baluchistan, 78% in Punjab, and 75% each in Sindh and KP

lice at 34%. It found that provincial governments are
more corrupt than local governments, with a ratio
of 70-30, and corruption perception is the highest
in pharmaceuticals at 30%, the second-highest bribe
experience at 39%, and a high perception of An-
ti-Corruption Establishment ineffectiveness at 37%.

Sindh’s worst areas include the highest experi-
ence of bribery in public services at 46%, the highest
perception of corruption in hospitals at 49%, the
highest dissatisfaction with government anti-corrup-
tion efforts at 75%, the third-worst in pharma cor-
ruption and doctor corrup-

and stronger regulatory ca-
pacity.

According to the TIP,
70% of Pakistanis are un-
aware of any corruption
reporting mechanism, and
among the 30% who know,
only 43% have ever report-
ed an incident. Citizens say

Pakistanis identified the lack of
accountability, transparency, ac-
cess to information, and delayed
decisions on corruption cases as

the main reasons for the rising

corruption

tion at 17%, and a high lack
of awareness about report-
ing mechanisms at 68%.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa'’s
worst areas include the
highest perception of cor-
ruption in the Judiciary at
18%, the highest perception
of corruption in hospitals

anonymity and rewards would motivate reporting.

On charity oversight, 51% believe tax-exempt
NGOs, trusts, hospitals, and educational institu-
tions should not charge fees, while 53% want them
to publicly disclose donors and donation amounts.

Provincially, Sindh leads in bribery exposure,
with 46% of respondents reporting paying a bribe to
access public services, followed by Punjab at 39%,
Balochistan at 31%, and KP at 20%. Nationally,
66% of respondents said they did not experience a
situation compelling them to offer a bribe.

The TIP survey data show that Punjab leads
with the highest perception of corruption in the Po-
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after Sindh at 46%, the second-highest corruption
perception in tenders/procurement at 18%, high
dissatisfaction in healthcare at 68%, and a lack of
awareness about corruption reporting at 73%.

Balochistan’s worst areas include the highest
corruption perception in tenders & procurement at
23%, the highest corruption perception in doctors at
35%, high corruption impact perception in health at
67%, the second-highest bribery exposure at 31%,
high dissatisfaction with government anti-corrup-
tion efforts at 80%, and the highest unawareness of
reporting channels at 76%.

Transparency International Pakistan’s NCPS

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

2025 survey indicates a significant decline in the
perceived impact of corruption nationwide. The
report highlights increased transparency, improved
economic sentiment, and growing public demand
for stricter political and institutional accountability.

Public perception of corruption has declined no-
ticeably, with the report describing it as a significant
decrease in the impact of corruption.

Economically, a majority of respondents believe
that Pakistan’s economy has become more stable
due to financial assistance from the IMF and Pa-
kistan’s exit from the FATF Grey List. The report
notes that the economy is moving from stagnation
to stability and from stability to growth.

Despite overall progress, the police remain at the
top of the list for perceived corruption, followed by
tender and procurement, the judiciary, the power
and energy sector, and the health sector. However,
Transparency International Pakistan noted a 6%
positive shift in public opinion about the police, at-
tributing the improvement to better police behaviour
and enhanced service delivery under institutional re-
forms.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif expressed satis-
faction over the report, noting that a large number
of people reported not facing corruption during the
current government'’s tenure. He highlighted the
public sentiment as a strong endorsement of the
government’s efforts to combat corruption and pro-
mote transparency. The PM emphasised the govern-
ment’s commitment to establishing a transparent,
merit-based system across all sectors and further
strengthening the economy while eliminating cor-
ruption.
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The Flare team has spoken to a few motorists for their
opinions on the updated traffic rules. Many of them have
praised the government for the changes, while some have
expressed concerns about the harshness and unfairness of
the heavy fines, especially since they are struggling to meet
their household expenses and cannot afford to pay such
penalties for not wearing helmets

he Punjab Assembly has passed a signifi-

cant amendment to the Motor Vehicles Or-

dinance 2025, which includes stricter pen-

alties, heavier fines, and potential jail time
for various traffic violations such as tinted windows,
underage driving, lack of fitness certificate, and one-
way rule infractions. This amendment is part of Pun-
jab’s efforts to modernise its 60-year-old traffic laws
with 20 key reforms.

Motorists feel that the updated Punjab Traffic
Act 2025, which includes higher fines, compulsory
seatbelt usage, electronic ticketing, and a point sys-
tem, has become a source of frustration for drivers
because of its strict regulations and severe penalties.
This has led to confusion, fines, and even protests
from transporters. However, the main goal of the act
is to enhance road safety.

On the hot topic, the Flare team has spoken to a
few motorists for their opinions on the updated traf-
fic rules. Many of them have praised the government
for the changes, while some have expressed concerns
about the harshness and unfairness of the heavy
fines, especially since they are struggling to meet
their household expenses and cannot afford to pay
such penalties for not wearing helmets.

Razzaq Abbas mentioned that he had to spend
the entire night in the lock-up for not wearing a hel-
met, which shocked him for becoming such a seri-
ous traffic violation to commit a young man being
taken to lock-ups. He expressed concern that such
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a harsh punishment for a minor mistake could hurt
young individuals, affecting their confidence and fu-
ture. While he understood the importance of enforc-
ing traffic rules, he believed that a fine would have
sufficed rather than being detained in a lock-up. Dr
Moiz Sohail emphasised the critical importance of
wearing helmets to prevent head injuries, especially
in cases of skull bleeding, where immediate medical
attention is crucial. He highlighted the limitations

Motorists feel that the updated
Punjab Traffic Act 2025, which
includes higher fines, compul-
sory seatbelt usage, electronic
ticketing, and a point system, has
become a source of frustration for
drivers because of its strict regula-
tions and severe penalties

of many hospitals in handling such severe cases and
stressed the necessity of helmets for bikers’ safety.
Wagar Ahmad criticised the lack of strictness in
enforcing traffic regulations and called for immedi-
ate action to address reckless driving behaviours.
Basim Rizwan pointed out the discrepancy in
spending habits, questioning why individuals priori-
tise expenses on items like naswar and smoking over
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life-saving equipment like helmets.

Shiraz Shuja shared a common practice of tem-
porarily wearing helmets to avoid fines from traffic
wardens, highlighting the need for consistent adher-
ence to safety measures. Waheed Ahmad supported
the idea of detaining individuals for not wearing hel-
mets as a means to instil a lasting commitment to
safety practices.

Muhammad Bilal urged compliance with laws
and emphasised the importance of supporting regu-
lations for public safety.

Zaheeruddin emphasised the severity of errors
on the road and supported the implementation of
stricter measures to enforce traffic laws.

Zafeer Riaz highlighted the necessity of impos-
ing penalties to deter reckless driving behaviours and
ensure road safety.

Ahsan Saleem acknowledged the financial con-
straints of some individuals and suggested a balance
between penalties and affordability.

Rauf Sheikh defended the strict actions taken
against traffic violations, emphasising the gravity of
not wearing a helmet.

Arslan Malihi shared his observation of hel-
met compliance in other countries and stressed the
life-saving importance of wearing helmets while rid-
ing a bike. Road safety rules in Punjab have entered
a new phase with stricter penalties and digital en-
forcement now active across the province. The Pun-
jab Traffic Fines Changes December 2025 update
aims to reduce accidents, encourage disciplined driv-
ing, and introduce modern monitoring powered by
PSCA smart cameras and ANPR technology. Pun-
jab has seen a sharp rise in violations such as helmet
avoidance, speeding, and mobile phone usage while
driving. Earlier fines were too low to discourage
risky behaviour, which contributed to severe injuries
and rising road accidents.

The Provincial Motor Vehicles (Fourth Amend-
ment) Ordinance 2025 has been tabled in the Punjab
Assembly, following approval from the Governor of
Punjab. After a formal presentation in the House, the
ordinance has been referred to the relevant standing
committee for further deliberation.

Under the proposed law, strict punishments and
heavy fines have been introduced for multiple traffic
violations. These include keeping tinted windows,
allowing underage children to drive, violating one-
way rules, and driving vehicles without a fitness
certificate. For such offences, penalties of up to six
months’ imprisonment and fines of up to Rs50,000
have been proposed.

The ordinance makes it mandatory for both
drivers and passengers to wear seat belts. Speeding
penalties have been revised, with fines of Rs2,000 for
motorcyclists, Rs3,000 for three-wheelers, Rs5,000
for ordinary vehicles, and up to Rs20,000 for luxury
and transport vehicles.

Special fines have also been fixed for overload-
ing, signal violations, driving at night with defective
lights, one-way violations, zebra crossing violations,
driving without a license, emitting smoke, and riding
without a helmet. These fines vary according to the
type of vehicle.

Traffic Challan List Punjab (2025)

Here’s a summary of the new traffic challan list
for Punjab. Overspeeding: Rs. 2,000 — Rs. 20,000
with 4 penalty points. Signal violation: Rs. 2,000 —
Rs. 15,000 with 4 penalty points. Wrong-way driv-
ing: Rs. 2,000 — Rs. 15,000 with 4 penalty points.
Rash driving: Rs. 3,000 — Rs. 15,000 with 4 penalty
points. Overloading: Rs. 2,000 — Rs. 15,000 with 4
penalty points. Pressure horn: Rs. 2,000 — Rs. 10,000
with 2 penalty points. If a driver accumulates 20
points in one year, his license will be suspended for
up to 12 months.

Motorway Challan List 2025

The motorway police challan system already fol-
lows strict rules, and with the 2025 update, fines will
become even tougher. Overspeeding will carry Rs.
2,000 — Rs. 20,000. Wrong lane usage: Rs. 2,000 —
Rs. 10,000. Overloading: Rs. 3,000 — Rs. 15,000. No
seatbelt or helmet: Rs. 2,000 — Rs. 5,000. Motorway
e-challaning is integrated with the Excise and Tax-
ation Department, so repeat offenders face vehicle
impound or registration blocks.
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Mobilink Bank partners with NAVTTC to boost
skills development, financial inclusion, and
women empowerment in Pakistan

Islamabad: Mobilink Bank
has entered into a strategic
collaboration with the Na-
tional Vocational & Technical
Training Commission
(NAVTTC) to strengthen
skills development, expand fi-
nancial inclusion, and support
young people and women
across Pakistan.

Under the partnership,
Mobilink Bank will deliver
free financial literacy training
programs at NAVTTC funded
institutes, supported by digital
literacy initiatives through
Jazz and their She Fixes pro-
gramme. The Bank will facili-
tate instant digital account
opening for trainees, enabling
seamless access to formal fi-
nancial services. NAVTTC
graduates and aspiring entre-
preneurs will also receive ac-
cess to MSME financing
solutions to help them launch

MoU SIGNING CEREMONY

-

or scale micro-businesses,
alongside free online banking
services to encourage safe dig-
ital adoption. In addition, the
partnership extends virtual
medical consultations through
the Mobilink Bank app and
provides tailored health insur-

ance options for NAVTTC
employees and affiliated
members.

Speaking at the signing
ceremony, Haaris Mahmood
Chaudhary, President & CEO,
Mobilink Bank, said: “This
partnership with NAVTTC

marks an important step to-
ward building a more inclu-
sive, future-ready, and
financially empowered Pak-
istan. At Mobilink Bank, we
believe that sustainable
growth comes from equipping
people with the right skills,

digital tools, and access to fi-
nance. By supporting
NAVTTC trainees, especially
women and young entrepre-
neurs, we aim to strengthen
their economic participation
and enable them to thrive in a
rapidly evolving, skills-driven
future.”

Gulmina Bilal Ahmad,
Chairperson NAVTTC, reaf-
firmed the Commission’s
commitment to expanding eq-
uitable opportunities for
skilled youth nationwide, call-
ing the collaboration an im-
portant  contribution to
Pakistan’s economic inclusion
agenda.

Both organizations aim to
particularly emphasize
women's workforce participa-
tion, green and climate-re-
silient skills, and
technology-enabled job place-
ment for young graduates.m

PTCL showcases long-term digital infrastructure vision

Karachi: PTCL Business
Solutions hosted Connect
2025, its flagship corporate
event, bringing together cus-

leaders to present its expanding
enterprise portfolio, upcoming
product pipeline, and contin-
ued focus on strengthening

Pakistan's digital infrastruc-
ture.

Held at a Movenpick

Karachi, Connect 2025 at-
tracted senior executives and

K11

decision-makers from across
Pakistan's corporate sector.
The day-long event featured in-
teractive solution demonstra-

tions, networking sessions, and
in-depth presentations on
PTCL's cloud services, data
centres, cybersecurity offerings,
international connectivity solu-
tions, and managed digitalplat-
forms  currently  serving
enterprises nationwide.
President & Group CEOQ,
PTCL & Ufone 4G, Hatem Ba-
matraf, said, "PTCL Business
Solutions Connect 2025 re-
flects our long-term commit-
ment to strengthening
Pakistan's digital foundation.
As enterprises navigate an era
defined by cloud adoption, cy-
bersecurity, Al, and resilient
connectivity, PTCL is evolving
into a comprehensive technol-
ogy partner that enables se-
cure, scalable, and future-ready
growth. Through sustained in-
vestment in infrastructure, in-

novation, and strategic partner-
ships, we are focused on em-
powering  businesses  to
compete globally while sup-
porting the country's broader
economic transformation.”

A key highlight was PTCL
Business Solutions' 2026 inno-
vation roadmap, unveiling up-
coming enterprise products
designed to support cloud-na-
tive environments, advanced
security requirements, IoT
frameworks, Al-enabled appli-
cations, and next-generation
connectivity. Customer panel
discussions complemented this
forward-looking vision, with
executives from banking, man-
ufacturing, healthcare, and re-
tail sectors sharing real-world
experiences with PTCL's cur-
rent enterprise solutions. Pan-
ellists highlighted measurable

improvements in operational
efficiency, enhanced security
posture, and faster deployment
of digital services, demonstrat-
ing both the tangible business
value being delivered today
and the relevance of PTCL's
innovation pipeline for tomor-
row's enterprise challenges.

The event also showcased
PTCL's strategic collaborations
with global technology part-
ners, reflecting its approach to
delivering enterprise solutions
that align international stan-
dards with local expertise and
support infrastructure.

Through Connect 2025,
PTCL Business Solutions reaf-
firmed its position as Pakistan's
leading enterprise technology
enabler, committed to power-
ing business growth and na-
tional competitiveness.m

~ Alibaba.com and UPS Pakistan join forces to empower Pak-
Istani exporters with advanced logistics services

Karachi: Alibaba.com an-
nounced the collaboration with
UPS contractor in Pakistan to
provide cost-effective and reli-
able logistics services for Pak-
istani exporters. This initiative
aim to helping local SMEs con-
nect seamlessly to over 200
countries and regions, optimiz-
ing delivery speed, pricing trans-
parency, and customer
experience globally.

The collaboration comes as
Alibaba.com continues to
deepen its investments in Pak-
istan, achieving a nearly 50%

year-over-year increase in new
suppliers and a significant surge
in online transaction scale,
marked by a nearly 150% rise in

90% of Pakistani suppliers on
Alibaba.com already leverage
the platform’s Trade Assurance
service to secure transactions.

€2 Alibaba.com

monthly order volume com-
pared to six months prior. Over

Despite this momentum, ex-
porters frequently face challenges

such as high shipping costs, long
delivery times, and a lack of
transparent tracking. This al-
liance directly addresses these
pain points by integrating UPS’s
extensive global network and ex-
pertise with Alibaba.com’s logis-
tics capabilities.

Through this collaboration,
exporters on Alibaba.com will
experience faster delivery with
efficient door-to-door service,
boasting transit times as quick
as 2-4 days to the USA and 2-3
days to Europe. The alliance
provides competitive pricing

through exclusive rates for Pak-
istani sellers, characterized by
transparent pricing slabs. Fur-
thermore, real-time tracking
will provide complete ship-
ment visibility via
Alibaba.com’s TrackSmart sys-
tem, seamlessly integrated
with UPS’s global network.

"Our mission is to empower
Pakistani SMEs to expand glob-
ally by reducing the friction in
global trade,” said Summer
Gao, Head of Global Supply
Chain Services at
Alibaba.com. "u
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Ufone customers can now enjoy
exclusive English Premier League
streaming offers through MyCO

Islamabad: Ufone customers
can now enjoy special access to
English Premier League (EPL)
streaming through an exclusive
collaboration with MyCQO, the
official digital home of the Pre-
mier League in Pakistan. With
its exclusive EPL rights and a
range of new customer-focused
options, MyCO offers Ufone
users a seamless way to follow
every match, highlight, and mo-
ment of the world's most-
watched football league.

Through this partnership,
Ufone subscribers can access
discounted EPL streaming plans
designed around flexibility and
affordability. Customers can
choose between weekly stream-
ing for PKR 100 or monthly
streaming for PKR 300. For
comparison, the standard
monthly rate on MyCO has

been PKR 600, and a weekly
plan was not available earlier.
These revised prices give Ufone

ing a promo code, users can
enjoy live Premier League
matches at no cost during this

s

SIGNING CEREMONY
UFONE 4G & MYCO COLLABORATE FOR EXCLUSIVE
ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE MATCHES THROUGH UPTCL APP

users convenient, budget-
friendly ways to stay connected
to their favourite clubs.

To further enhance the expe-
rience, MyCO is offering 15 free
EPL streaming days exclusively
for Ufone customers. By enter-

period, giving them the opportu-
nity to explore match coverage,
platform features, and high-
quality streaming without any
upfront payment.

For effortless onboarding,
Ufone has integrated a dedi-

cated banner within the UPTCL
app for both iPhone and An-
droid users, directing customers
straight to the MyCO offer page.
This ensures a smooth journey
to subscription without requir-
ing multiple steps or external
links.

The partnership will remain
active throughout the Premier
League tenure, running until
May 2026, offering Ufone cus-
tomers long-term access and con-
sistent value across the season.

This collaboration marks a
significant step forward in en-
hancing digital sports engage-
ment in Pakistan. With football
viewership steadily increasing,
Ufone users now have a com-
plete, accessible solution to
enjoy premium EPL content
with unmatched ease and af-
fordability.=

NayaPay brings global QR
payments through partner-
ship with Alipay+

Islamabad: NayaPay has
partnered with Alipay+ to offer

and entertainment venues.

global QR payments to its
users, providing a convenient
and efficient way to pay while
travelling abroad.

This feature allows Naya-
Pay customers to scan and pay
at merchants in over 50 coun-
tries, including various estab-
lishments like shops,
restaurants, transport services,

## NayaPay

By integrating with Ali-

pay+, NayaPay users can now
securely make payments world-
wide at a lower cost and with a
seamless checkout process. Ali-
pay+ connects with 40 interna-
tional mobile payment partners
and over 150 million mer-
chants globally, making it eas-
ier for Pakistanis to access a
vast network while travelling.=

easypaisa marks one-year of
digital banking operations

Islamabad: easypaisa
marked the one-year anniver-
sary of its digital banking oper-
ations with a special event
attended by prominent guests
including Shaza Fatima, Fed-
eral Minister for IT & Telecom;
Bilal Azhar Kayani, Minister
of State for Finance and Dr.
Musadik Masood Malik, Fed-
eral Minister for Climate

Change. The event brought to-
gether easypaisa board mem-
bers,

government officials,

policymakers, business leaders,
media representatives, and in-
tellectuals.

The event, hosted by Irfan
Wahab Khan, Chairman of
easypaisa's Board; Douglas
Feagin, Board Director and
President of Ant International;
and Jahanzeb Khan, President
& CEO, highlighted the
achievements and progress of
easypaisa Digital Bank in pro-
moting digital finance across
the country.m

USF, Internet Society and partners launch 'Jhuggi Wala Com-

munity Network' to promote digital equity in Muzaffargarh

Islamabad: The Universal
Service Fund (USF), in collab-
oration with the Internet Soci-
ety, Global Development
Inclusion Partnership, Nayatel,
and DEMO, has launched the
"Jhuggi Wala Community Net-
work" in Muzaffargarh as part
of Pakistan's digital nation ini-
tiative. The announcement was
made in Islamabad, with key
stakeholders joining forces to
support the initiative aimed at
bridging the digital gap in un-
derserved rural areas of Punjab
by improving internet access
and promoting digital inclu-
sion.

Ch Mudassar Naveed, USF
CEOQ, highlighted the organiza-

tion's accomplishments, includ-
ing the completion of 94 out of
107 broadband projects, con-
necting 39.4 million people in
unserved regions with an in-
vestment of PKR 95.27 billion.
He stressed the importance of

expanding connectivity along
motorways and national high-

ways and laying optical fiber
cables to enhance connectivity.

Naveed Haq from the Inter-
net Society discussed the com-
munity network model as a
catalyst for rural development
and called for collaboration

ONAVAe/ Ll

among stakeholders to estab-
lish sustainable digital ecosys-

tems in underserved areas.

Dr. Khawar Siddique
Khokhar (Member Compli-
ance, PTA), Saira Faisal
(Country Lead, GSMA),
Wagar Haider (SCO), Sohail
Manzoor (National Rural Sup-
port Programme), Waqas Has-
san (GDIP) and Ageel
Khurshid (CTO, Nayatel) also
shared their insights at the
event,

The Jhuggi Wala Commu-
nity Network is viewed as a
significant public-private part-
nership that promotes digital
equity, addresses barriers to
internet access, and boosts
Pakistan's rural digital econ-
omy.m
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TikTok launches
self-serve advertis-
ing in Pakistan

Lahore: TikTok has intro-
duced a self-serve advertising
solution in Pakistan to em-
power small and mid-size
businesses (SMBs). The Tik-
Tok For Business Ads Man-
ager offers tools for SMBs to
reach new audiences and op-
timize marketing campaigns
through a user-friendly plat-
form.

This move represents a
significant advancement in
TikTok's presence in Pak-
istan, providing local entre-
preneurs with flexible and
cost-effective ways to engage
with the platform's active
community. This expansion
reinforces TikTok's dedica-
tion to supporting local busi-
nesses, building on initiatives
like the #GrowWithTikTok
Masterclass, which provides
training and creative re-
sources.s

Govt launches free
Al, data science
training under PM
Youth Programme

Islamabad: The govern-
ment has moved on the path to
develop a future-proof work-
force by starting the free artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) skills
training programme for the
youth.

The programme is led by
the National Vocational and
Technical Training Commis-
sion (NAVTTC), allied with
the NETSOL Institute of Arti-
ficial Intelligence, with the aim
to develop the relevant skills
within the youth of Pakistan.

The training is being
launched under the Prime
Minister’s Digital Pakistan Vi-
sion and the Prime Minister’s
Youth Programme. It is aimed
at providing training in the
most emerging and in-demand
fields, such as AI, machine
learning, data science, and
cyber security.m

Punjab govt declares
2026 ‘Year of Youth’

Lahore: The Punjab gov-
ernment has announced a se-
ries of youth-focused
initiatives, declaring 2026 as
the “Year of Youth” and an-
nouncing a plan to distribute
100,000 electric bikes to stu-
dents across the province.

The announcement was
made by Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Maryam Nawaz Sharif dur-
ing the Honhar Scholarship
and Laptop Scheme ceremony
in Lodhran, where she out-
lined the government’s priori-
ties around education, skills
development, and employment
for young people.s
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vivo X300 Pro wins “The Best Filmmaker Award” from Mr-
WhoseTheBoss — A new champion in smartphone cameras

Lahore: In the annual Top
Phones of the Year 2025 video,
popular tech reviewer Mr-
WhoseTheBoss crowned the
vivo X300 Pro with the presti-
gious “The Best Filmmaker
Award”, celebrating its best-in-
class camera and video capa-
bilities for creators and
filmmakers everywhere.

MrWhoseTheBoss, known
globally for his in-depth smart-
phone reviews and end-of-year
tech roundups, hand-selects
standout devices across cate-
gories from performance and
battery life to photography and
videography. In his latest re-
view cycle, the vivo X300 Pro
emerged as a standout choice
for creators, indicating that its
camera system is not just pow-
erful on paper, but truly capa-
ble for real-world filmmaking
and content creation.

What makes the X300 Pro

the best filmmaker?
The vivo X300 Pro is built
around a professional-grade

o 50 MP ultra-wide lens
+  Advanced video capa-
bilities: The device supports

ZEISS imaging system and
flagship-level hardware that to-
gether redefine what smart-
phone camera can achieve:

»  TripleZEISS-co-engi-
neered lenses:

o 200 MP ZEISS APO
Telephoto Camera

o 50 MP gimbal-grade
main camera

4K @ 120 fps recording on
both the main and telephoto
lenses including Dolby Vision
and 10-bit Log video recording
offering creators vast flexibility
and dynamic range for post-
production workflows.

. Innovative imaging
tools: Features like 20x Long-
Range Motion Snapshot, Tele-

photo Flower & Bird Shots,
and Al-powered creative
modes elevate creative expres-
sion and make capturing pro-
fessional-style video more
accessible than ever.

»  Flagship perform-
ance: Under the hood, the
X300 Pro runs on the Medi-
aTek Dimensity 9500 chipset
paired with OriginOS 6, ensur-
ing smooth editing, multitask-
ing, and efficient power use on
long shoots.

Thanks to this combination
of hardware, software, and
ZEISS optical expertise, the
X300 Pro stands out as a com-
pelling choice for videogra-
phers, vloggers, and smartphone
filmmakersprecisely the reason
it captured MrWhoseTheBoss’
attention and earned the “Best
Filmmaker Award.”

ZEISS Image. Go Further.
A tagline that fits

Branded with the tagline
“ZEISS Image. Go Further.”,
the vivo X300 Pro underscores
its commitment to exceptional
imaging performance pushing
creative boundaries right from
your pocket.

Whether shooting cinematic
footage, capturing low-light
scenes, or producing high-reso-
lution content for social plat-
forms and professional projects,
this smartphone aims to deliver
results that rival dedicated cam-
eras.

Coming soon to Pakistan

Good news for tech fans in
Pakistan the vivo X300 Pro is
expected to launch locally soon.

For creators and smart-
phone enthusiasts in Pakistan
seeking a premium flagship that
delivers pro-level imaging and
video tools, the X300 Pro could
be one of the most exciting
launches of the year.m

Siccotel greets nubia team for importing 400,000+ smartphones

Lahore: Siccotel, a promi-
nent distributor of nubia
phones in Pakistan, has of-
fered sincere congratulations
to the nubia team, powered by
ZTE, for achieving a signifi-
cant milestone of importing
over 400,000 smartphones in
the last quarter of 2025. This
impressive accomplishment
was commemorated at an
event attended by key leaders
from nubia and Siccotel. The
event highlighted the substan-
tial growth experienced by Sic-
cotel in 2025, demonstrating
the dedication and strength of
both teams in the competitive

(4]

technology sector.

Looking forward to 2026,
the companies engaged in
strategic discussons to ensure
continued expansion and suc-
cess in the Pakistani market.
These achievements reflect the
strong partnership between Sic-
cotel and nubia, emphasizing
their shared commitment to
delivering advanced technol-
ogy and innovative solutions to
consumers. This collaboration
sets the stage for further
progress, with both companies
eager to meet the increasing de-
mands and expectations of
their customer base.m

Transporters
call off strike
after successful
dialogue with
authorities

Lahore: Cargo transporters
operating between Karachi sea-
ports and factories nationwide
have ended their strike after gov-
ernment agreed to address their
demands. This includes increas-
ing the operating hours for "20-
feet long 10-wheel cargo vehicles"
to 19 hours a day on roads.

Punjab Minister for Trans-
port and Mass Transit Bilal
Akbar Khan led the successful
negotiations. Port Qasim TGA
chairman Hammas Khan Lodhi
confirmed that the strike has been
called off after receiving a govern-
ment notification outlining the
accepted demands. The strike,
which lasted for about seven
days, resulted in significant eco-
nomic losses for the government
exchequer and factory owners.m

Wateen Telecom collaborates with Beacon- Coca-Cola intro-
house Group to enhance the digital learn-
Ing infrastructure for students

Lahore: Wateen Telecom
has strengthened its partner-
ship with  Beaconhouse
Group, Pakistan’s largest net-
work of private educational
institutions, to enhance man-
aged internet services over
SD-WAN and fortify the digi-
tal learning infrastructure
across the school network.

The agreement was signed
by Mr. Ali Ahmad Khan,
Chief Operating Officer, Bea-
conhouse, and Mr. Adil
Rashid, CEO, Wateen Tele-
com.

The signing ceremony was
attended by senior representa-
tives from both organizations.

This collaboration builds
on a longstanding foundation
that reflects a shared commit-
ment to enabling future-ready
learning environments pow-
ered by secure, scalable, and

reliable connectivity — pioneer-
ing the future of digital educa-
tion in Beaconhouse schools
across Pakistan.

The upgraded SD-WAN

cloud-based apps, and online
learning resources.

This initiative reflects Wa-
teen’s ongoing focus on
strengthening Pakistan’s digi-

and Wi-Fi infrastructure will
enhance classroom connectiv-

ity, support high-density
usage, and create a more
seamless experience for stu-
dents accessing digital tools,

tal education landscape, en-
abling schools to deliver
richer, more reliable learning
experiences through modern,
high-performance connectiv-
ity.m

duces Waste
Wise Manage-
ment Bins

Lahore: Coca-Cola Pakistan
has joined forces with the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA) of Punjab and the Envi-
ronment Protection and Climate
Change Department to endorse
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif’s “Waste Wise Manage-
ment Process.” This initiative
aims to promote waste segrega-
tion at the source throughout
Punjab. In this partnership,
Coca-Cola is rolling out the
Waste Wise Certification pro-
gram in 10 model schools,
equipping each with five color-
coded bins for paper, glass, or-
ganic waste, metal, and plastic.
This will boost recycling efforts
and responsible waste disposal,
complemented by educational
materials for students.

Dr. Faisal Hashmi of Coca-
Cola Pakistan expressed pride in
supporting sustainable waste
management.s
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vivo X200 Pro

Display 6.78"

Front 32ZMP
Rear Camera 50+50+200MP

-

RAM & ROM
Memory 16GB+512GB

Charging 90w

vivo V60 5G

Display 6.77"

c Front Camera:50MP
UM ET] Rear Camera:50+50+8MP

ssoomt

RAM & ROM

Memory 12GB+256GB
12GB+512GB

Charging 20w

vivo Y21d

Display 6.53" & 8.03"
Front Camera:20+20MP
Rear Camera:50+50+50MP
16GB451268
vivo X200 FE
Display 6.31"
Front 50MP
Slistd Rear Camera 50+50+8MP
o
RAM & ROM
1268451268
Charging ow
vivo V60 Lite 5G
Display 6.77"
Front 32MP
Rear Camera 50+8MP
soon
RAM & ROM
Charging 0w

Display 6.68"

Front Camera:5MP
Camera Rear Camera:50+0.08MP

Battery 6500mAh
RAM & ROM

Memory 4GB+128GB
6GB+128GB

Charging 4w
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vivo Y29

vivo Y19s PRO

-
Front Camera:8MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP
6500mAh
e
r

vivo Y400

6.67"

Front Camera:8MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP

6000mAh

RAM & ROM
8GB+256GB

44w

N
Display 6.68"
=g Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera:50+0.08MP
Battery 6000mAh
= RAM & ROM
Memory. 6GB+128GB
'Charg_ing 4W
%
vivo Y04
N
Display 6.74"
; ] Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera:13+0.08MP
Battery 5500mAh
4GB+64GB
Memory 4GB+128GB
6GB+128GB
Charging 15W
%

PHILIPS

FUN 101

Less smart, more fun.
MicroSDHC 32GB
1500mAh removable

2.0 inches, 128x160 px

3.5mm jack, wireless FM 4

8 § X (© /ADVANCETELECOM

www.advancetelecom.com.pk

1ol zine Afforekiolz
ovile far 2varyons!
Battery

1000mAh
removable

Display
2.0 inches, 128x160
pixels

Wireless FM Radio,
3.5mm jack,
loudspeaker

Storage
microSDHC card
support [up to 32GB)

www.advancetelecom.com.pk

o ) / ADVANCETELECOM
fX©@
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Realme 14 5G Realme 14T 5G

Rs. 99,999 Rs. 79,999

N N\
Chipset: Qualcomm Snapdragon Chipset: Mediatek Dimensity
b Gen 4, GPU: Adrenc 810 6300, GPU: Mali-G57 MC2
6.67 Inches, AMOLED 6.67 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen Capacitive Touchscreen
: . Front: 16 MP, Back: Dual
Front: 16 MP, Back: 50 MP Camera 50 MP + 2 MP
6000 mAh 6000 mAh
T
155..&.:__;_5__,3_&1._@ RAM 12GB ROM 512 GB RAM 12GB ROM 256 GB
J H

NOTE70
Brilliant Performance

"\-.._:__'_;____-___ o

6.7" HD+ 128GB ROM | 50MP Triple Al| 5000mAh 6.8" HD+ | 128GBROM | I3MP Triple Al | Panda Glass
Hay 12 8 Protection

Hole Punch Display | 24GE* RAM 13MP Selfie Camera Battery Sunlight RAM sra

seits HMD

oJ-1=8 MERISUPERPOWE

K4

No charging worries
with up to a month of
standby.

n‘b

—__j'nch
per 3D
ereo Speakers

Play radio and MP3s'
through the loud rear
speaker.

"% King Voice (Voice

Tough b d 3 =

dzl:i?mt::y m‘::sllc : assistance for

PIGyIaRk BARtoRA. . accessibility)
#

[ ] f x @ | ADVANCETELECOM www.advancetelecom.com.pk X @,’ADVANCETELECOM www.advancetelecom.com.pk

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | +2025 4




JI-13) MERI SUPERPOWER

b

| r;' f-. -..-.. .L

BT

G'FIVE

SMART PHONE

COMING
SOON e

POWERT(lNcr

2.4inches
SCREEN DISPLAY

CAMERA  AUTO CALL
RECORDING

3500maAh

BATTERY DIGITAL CONTMTS

Big Speaker

»

«.| 2.8" Touch
Display
2,000mAh
Built-in-Battery

Digital Stylish
Camera

- = Life Sensor

( \ %{Alerl

ROCKY

MEDIATEK |H MAGIC l
PROCESSOR VOICE

2.8inches
SCREEN

i
NS
b 3
AVAILABLE | |
Now .Il-..;
GFTIVE
~ ULTIMATE BLEND OF STYLE,
‘.QQWER,AND lNNOVATION[
c :

PUEKFT-QWED POWER

“# Long Battéry | % Bright Torch | /7 Loud Sound

Crystal Keypad | Glass Finish Cover
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INfinix Z’;

ZENITH

Infinix Smart 10

» New Year, New Deals _ N
. Bachat ka Zabardast Mauka!
Chipset: Unisoc
INFINIX X5W
QLED TV B2 = 8aweon B3 Miges o
IPS Panel | Al Series>  NETFLIX orinivideo  @BYoulube @ Music
Display 6.67 Inches
Front: 8 MP
Battery 5000mAh
43" FHD Smart TV ) 55" QLED Smart TV 65" QLED Smart TV
Mailh] RAM 4GB ROM e4GB
. /
Infinix Note 50 Pro Infinix 2
ZENITH
N +
HOTo60Pro
Paper Thin, Power In a
Chipset: MediaTek Helio G100 iy
EEEEE  itimate, GPU: Mali-G57 MC2 ABE E1A0RAR
5-Year Durable Battery
6.78" 144Hz AMOLED
Corning Gorilla Glass 7|
; 6.78 Inches, AMOLED a
Dlsplay Capacitive Touchscreen mz;?a?:ﬁ\dapﬁve
Mediatek Helio G200
Powerful Processor
Front: 32 MP
Back: 50 MP + 8 MP
Battery 5200 mAh
Memory RAM 12GB ROM 256GB
4

@

Xiaomi Store

ps Autherized Reselier [
Redmi 13
Scene hal ’13 P . Chipset: Unisoc T606
' rocessor y
| Rs. 32,299 CPU: Octa-Core 1.6GHz
Supports 33W Fast Charging Display 6.6 Inches
? : ‘ A ’ Front : 8MP
b ., . /N | Main 50MP+ 2ZMP
) )] B B depth lens AI-CAM
Standby | Up to 19 days HOman
ov 2560
ROM 256GB
[Mistore Z:13
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VGO TEL® Sra c:rt1 3 VGO TEL® — Newl5

Say HALO (o F !
(e IENEED

e

?‘ 5000mAh

| \=] | Built-In Battery

VGO TERL

SMART HALO
LIGHT

o vgotelpakistan o www.vgotel.com @ vgotelpk

VGO TEL® VGO TEL®

walVie

Al Rear Camera

Smart 12
Rs. 19,750 g | oo, | Qe | @@= | O | 0=

o vgotelpakistan o www.vgotel.com @ vgotelpk o vgotelpakistan ‘ www.vgotel.com @ vgotelpk

Samsung A36
Rs. 119,999

Samsung Galaxy A24
Rs. 72,999

Chipset: Mediatek MT8781
Helio G99 (6nm) CPU: Octa-core
(2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-A76 +
6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

Chipset: Qualcomm SM6475-AB
Snapdragon 6 Gen 3, CPU:
Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz
Cortex-A78 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

o
L
>
O
o
2
Ll
0
=
7
0
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=
©
o
o

6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED

Capacitive Touchscreen 6.7 Inches, Super AMOLED

Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 13 MP, Main: Triple Camera
50 MP, f/1.8, (wide), PDAF, OIS
+5MP /2.2, (ultrawide),

1/5" + 2 MP, f/2.4, (macro)

Front: 12 MP, Main: Triple Camera
O 50 MP, /1.8, (wide), 1/1.96",
alll PDAF, OIS + 8 MP, /2.2, (ultrawide)
, 1/4.0" + 5 MP, f/2.4, (macro)

5000mAh

(Li-Po Non removable), 5000 mAh

RAM 8GB ROM 256GB

Lol RAM 8GB  ROM 128GB
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO

6.78"AMOLED144Hz

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO PLUS

6.78"AMOLED144Hz

. LIS -;I | LHSDIO I
Front Camera:13MP T Front Camera:13MP
Rear Camera:50MP Rear Camera:50MP
RAM/ROM RAM/ROM
8GB+256GB 8GB+256GB
45W Fast Charging
45W : ?
30W Wirel Ch
Fast Charging Ireless Lharging
5200 mAh 5200 mAh
TECNO CAMON 40 PRO TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G
L4 68" AMOLED 120Hz 678" AMOLED 144Hz
Front Camera:50MP Front: 50MP
Rear Camera:50MP+8MP Redp:: M O Som a0
demory RAM/ROM 12GB Ram+512GB ROM
—— 8GB+256GB (12GB+12GB extended)
45W

Fast Charging

5200 mAh

70W, Ulira Charge

5000mAh

MOBILE

| i 4

3 LED 1 :
Powerful Torch

(e (3] fé'i'
Smart Camera Bluetooth Dialer Wireless FM Radio

MOBILE

SN cEt e L
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m Import Data Smart Phones (Imp
Importer Name Brand Nov-25
Qty Amt
SICCOTEL TRADING _NOKIA - -
'UNITED NATION _ NOKIA 5 _
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOTHING 680 144,000
NO NAME = =
) NO NAME 2 600
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) UMITED NO NAME % .
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS NO NAME - -
M/S GREEN GATE GLOBAL NO NAME N -
'ICONIC STARS ELECTRONICS “NO NAME v .
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME 3 03
EUROTEL TRADING NO NAME Z i
PICKNSAVE NO NAME . .
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPFO 89,080 8,707,800
IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO = X
'UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LUMITED - -
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED 78,000 5,619,000
SUNTON MOBILE TECH (PRIVATE) LUMITED - .
LOGISTICS PROPEL a 640
M/ BK TRADERS 1,565 466,005
MICROTEL TRADING 14 4,442
MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED -
CORETECH _ . -
SICCOTEL TRADING . =
SMART TECHNOLOGIES - 3
SMART SOLUTIONS - -
| M/S AS TRADING ~ ’_'
SHOPME = -
n PICK N SAVE : :
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION 835 222,195
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS ” 2
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED [ 5,100
GREEN ENTERPRISES - 5 5
"LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED B 18380 22,868,100
SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG s -
EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG - .
'YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED 1 SD MOBILE -~ W Yl -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD TECNO 35,000 2,342,256
SAHAA TRADERS TECNO = 4
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT) UMITED TECNO - -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 95,015 8,788,638
- UNITED MOBILE TECNO > »
SICCOTELTRADING === N TECNO 3 i
'CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED B T “TECNO B 7
EZEE SOLUTIONS ULEFONE - =
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED ViVO 293,007 29,578,061
SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED L. W i 5 VGOTEL 20006 949,871
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) UMITED VILLAON - i
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LUMITED VILLAON
M/SZENITH ENTERPRISE — VILLAON B @ -
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LMITED VILLAON - -
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS XIAOMI 3 -
CORETECH XIAOMI_ . . = L -
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI . -
M/S GREEN GATE GLOBAL XIAOMI 4 1,200
(GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE] LIMITED r T XiAOMI - = A
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED s XIAOMI . & s 3,000
OPTIMUS. XAOMI - -
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 49,000 3,640,374
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED X MOBILE - -
DEPLOY (PVT.) IMITED S "X MOBILE i _ 7
VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED X MOBILE : e
| PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED ZEEKER - -
,mmns PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED ITE - -
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED ZTE 61,400 2,635,294
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PNT.) LIMITED ITE
@ APPLE 37,654 31,735,427
CALME s E
MINTT -
HMD
ALLCALL -
MEIZU - -
GFIVE - »
GOOGLE 24,792 2,788,888
E-TACHI Z 5
1] 2 41
OUKITEL 182 18,200
@ y i 20,014
_ 10,000 473,000
5,500 152,381
18,000 1,028,127
INFINIX 322,115 24,714,493
ITEL 23,504 1,253,481
KXD - .
MOTOROLA 137 4,721
NOKIA e ;
NO NAME 5 693
OPPO 89,080 8,707,800
NOTHING 680 144,000
Q MOBILE . B
REALME 78,004 5,619,640
SAMSUNG 186,220 23,565,842
SD MOBILE 2 o
TECNO 130,015 11,130,894
29,578,061
| KIAOMI 3,644,574
I ZEEKER - -
:6 | ZTE 61,400 2,635,294
"u_" | Total 1,368,327 149,005,927
|
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Import Data Smart Phones (Importer Wise)
Importer Name Brand Nov-25
aty Amt

FUTURE TECH APPLE 93 80,308
DB LINK {PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 196 78,955
INTRO TECHNOLOGY APPLE - -
NEXTWAVE DISTRIBUTION (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
M/S AS TRADING APPLE - -
10T TRADERS (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
M/S BK TRADERS APPLE 6,957 2,786,775
ROCKERS TRADING APPLE 225 281,160
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD APPLE 410 537,265
M/S NEXALINK APPLE 176 155,840
SMART FLOW (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - =
ENABLING SOLUTIONS (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - =
CITI TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE = =
IPHONE CITY APPLE - =
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE} LUMITED APPLE - -
SMART SOLUTIONS APPLE - -
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - =
GNEXT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 8,047 9,368,896
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE 151 188,969
ACTION MOBILE APPLE - -
MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LUMITED APPLE - -
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE 1,364 1,316,070
SHOPME APPLE - -
DERIMOD ENTERPRISES APPLE - -
MOBO MOBILE (PVT.) LIMITED APPLE - -
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE 120 155,300
LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 7,976 9,840,905
WAQAS MOBILES APPLE = =
MYSHA ENTERPRISES APPLE i =
NAYYAR ENTERPRISES APPLE iz %
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 548 557,635
MY REHMANI TRADERS APPLE 722 292,540
GREEN ENTERPRISES APPLE - -
CORETECH APPLE 900 1,046,920
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION APPLE 7,286 3,010,394
USRA COMMUNICATION APPLE - -
PICK N SAVE APPLE = e
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE 764 843,101
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS APPLE - -
HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE 800 842,560
GOLDEN TECHNOLOGICS APPLE 100 439,000 -
MMT RAPID (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 619 52,490
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE 200 250,344
UNITED TRADERS APPLE - -
BELLCO TRADING COMPANY (PRIVATE) LUMITED E-TACHI - -
M/S BK TRADERS 16 2 4
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD MINTT - -
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED HMD - -
SICCOTEL TRADING HMD - -
G' FIVE MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED GFIVE - -
INFOCOM GADGETS (PRIVATE) LIMITED CALME - -
FAYWA TRADING (PRIVATE) LIMITED FAYWA - -
MY REHMANI TRADERS GOOGLE 508 43,891
M/S AS TRADING GOOGLE - =
CORETECH GOOGLE 12 1,558
DB LINK (PRIVATE) LIMITED GOOGLE 1,077 94,942
SAHAA TRADERS GOOGLE - -
EUROTEL TRADING GOOGLE - -
M/S BK TRADERS GOOGLE 12,614 1,624,313
MICROTEL TRADING GOOGLE 460 47,015
SHOPME GOOGLE - -
SICCOTEL TRADING GOOGLE - -
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION GOOGLE 10,121 977,168
SMART TECHNOLOGIES GOOGLE 2 E
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS GOOGLE - -
SMART SOLUTIONS GOOGLE - -
POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED HELLO TECH - -
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS BLACKVIEW E L
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED SEGO 20,014 860,500
AS. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED ALLCALL - =
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED D CODE 10,000 473,000
PREMIER CODE {PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE - -
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G 5,500 152,381
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED MEIZU - -
AS. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED ETEL - -
GOLDEN TECHNOLOGICS HONOR 18,000 1,028,127
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES HONOR - -
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 138,000 11,377,608
ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX 115 30,400
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX - -
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX = .
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) UMITED INFINIX . T
MOBICELL (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX < i
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) UMITED INFINIX 184,000 13,306,485
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD ITEL 10,000 425,894
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL n e
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 3,500 338,546
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 2 330
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 10,000 488,711
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL & .
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) UMITED ITEL C %
ATJICON (PRIVATE) LIMITED OUKITEL 182 18,200
SKYLINES INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATES OUKITEL - -
YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED KXD ” =
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION MOTOROLA 137 4,721
M/S BK TRADERS MOTOROLA = =
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS MOTOROLA - -
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA & u
SMART TECHNOLOGIES MOTOROLA & .
FORTUINE (PRIVATE] LIMITED MOTOROLA = =
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA - " E
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA - - E

——

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | 2025 /:‘; _—
—y



o
m
>
O
o
o
L
o
-
7
o
Lu
=
©
o
©

v

P

y/cﬁkﬂuy Kgﬁd/ur.’.‘z_ &kﬁ’d/;l.
/(c.-;LJ:u_L—baGlngﬁ)}‘.{d(lﬁdut'-uga_uJv}clLEJ{I%JﬁJVL'LaLEg*ﬂL
:J’f_ i Elosle o Qe Ushs u:"/b-'-.y
Cc)’ﬂw: J/’ Wi Z Uil asl sl
dlru‘ J/‘J J/" ‘_ﬁ/,//l $ pacs Ul
JI&fﬂfJLJ}fJJu‘ u"i)‘!dl)d_r
PSR oL ui JUL £ Sk
$77otoley Lot € 2650002322
JJF@J)?&J&EG&&H1 OLLJL-
KJIJ:I((U’;100@(,/‘3:..&150?;)56»’
b Uurc K25 8.7 Ju o]
ol sty Ul)&.)fa. Lf,'d“)d_ fguga,*[;
/'r-yl.f’-l(Lz_lf«u.;-,f:-e.?‘JLﬁJ@J/-(g&dﬁfngyéasyﬂ}JJ
_u:_'tLﬁ;ﬁu:’ln;é’cﬁ«:»I‘L‘,ﬁ;lﬁdjlﬁu&b;l#‘/[ﬁ

¢ n‘@)lp L"/ldl;u’ JKO}/ dew_U/uw

I Jpe e LGS
X L}l;J:K»L;;ﬁJL P ‘_,5320252_.|"WJI

L

u‘;)ffdbé-rdbxuéﬁ:-g. JC/JJPJ{':LJI
wagb’.’),—_,f‘;s@‘_g»wﬂlwu &3
AR /302 3 b Sl £ el

| JJJ,KJ}/(S_lﬂGIjIKoCJKJJ/}'-‘:ju(SL
"qﬂ- Enlo st AW E U T TN e

3 ]-L 80)3/7)&JJVU'-L#JL)C-JJ(L;IJ
105/ 7)2lss (J5180 5 T) G (51

ss’_:wd;ﬂn._wdﬁ( ey S i ST K5 180 )L 5T
L& T b O e oS mzadite oS ST § 1SV E AT i

Lahore Gymkhana Club Elections 2026...

For a Gymkhana stronger, fair, and true,
We stand for change—with service renewed.

From courts to clubs, from staff to space,
Better systems, higher standards, every place.

Not promises hollow, not words in air,
But action, transparency, and genuine care.

Your voice, your club, your rightful say—
Together we'll improve it, step by step, day by day.

Experience with vision, progress our aim,
To serve every member—equally, the same.

Best wishes & regards
Tahir Raza Naqvi
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* Ms. Shlreen Hina Asghar
el

Deputy Secretary :
Establishment Wing, Government of Pakistan *

Honoured by the Ministry of Interior (Pakistan)
Civil Armed Forces Wing

for her outstanding performancé] integrity, and dedication to public service.

This shield is a recognition of
hard work, honesty and unwavering commitment — _

¥ FOR PAKISTAN, ALWAYS.
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‘ GUARDING SERVICES |

) sECURITY

—/ 1 i3] &

Trusted Security Solutions for
Islamabad & Across Pakistan

— Professional | Reliable | Disciplined —
2 —M _ § . - : !

[v/ Armed & Unarmed Security Guards
Corporate & Commercial Security
Residential & Society Security
Event Security Management
VIP / Executive Protection

CCTV Monitoring & Surveillance

Suite No. 103, 15t Floor, Victoria Heights, Service Road, Sohan, Islamabad
+92-51-2612089 [ skh.isbregion@gmail.com

www.skhsecurityservices.com @ www.skhsecurityservices.com
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Pakistan’s Energy Mix

Muclaar 3 88%
e ™

Coal 12.43%

Thermal 271.91%%
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Wind 3\59‘% Solar 1.16%

3 Matural Gas
N 29.02%
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra i n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telacommunication Ll

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Vivo V60 Lite

Spring Summer

Al Aura Light Portrait

65C9

BlueVolt Battery

.
Q0w

*Advertising creativity. Pictures shown are for reference. The actual product shall prevail.

Natural Autumn Winter

MediaTek Dimensity

7360-Turbo

Infinity AMOLED Display
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