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The present age of information and technology is keeping you
abreast with any event taking place around the world through
social platforms, which has now assumed the form of media and
the classical print media. Although a click on the digital device
gives you details of any happening on the globe yet the need for
authenticity and credibility of the report, overriding sensationalism,
is still being largely met by the print media. Despite the prevalence
of digital media, print media still holds significance as a trusted and
reliable source of news against fake and misleading information,
which today holds the field on social media in a race to accumulate
viewership.

However, it is a pity that people mostly resort to social media
information and believe it without verifying its authenticity. It is
mainly due to the paucity of time, which is mostly given to our daily
business of life, leaving very little room to fathom the reality, which Matin Haider
is largely done by the print media. Juxtaposing both forms of media,
we learn that in Pakistan situation is different from other parts
of the world, as popular interest in print media by Pakistanis has Usman Yaqoob Director Marketing 0321-466 4602
been largely diminished due to various factors, including financial Abdullah Marketing Manager 0320-804 0814
constraints and low and substandard literacy.

However, in the age of instant social media updates, the
importance of print media remains ingrained in people of other Zafar Khan Afridi
parts of the world, including our neighbour India, where newspapers
are still circulated in millions. Many who long cherished the taste

Zubair Kasuri Editor-in-Chief 0321-519 7777

Resident Editor Islamabad 0333-525 2553

Senior Graphic Designer

of print media eagerly wait for the arrival of newspapers at their Azhar Javed General Manager
doorsteps.

About two decades ago, newspapers in Pakistan were not just a
means to know about daily news but also a vital part of daily life, Mohammad Rehan Chopra Senior Advocate 0300-4304905
serving as a gateway to the world’s information. During that time, Ahmed Shaheryar Khan  Senior Advocate 0345-8350915
print media offered various essential functions, such as advertising Mirza Nabeel Tahir Senior Advocate 0321-5207551

job vacancies, listing properties, and sharing public notices, which
helped individuals secure employment and opportunities side

by information. Students relied on newspapers to enhance their Umar Shafqat Tax Consultant 0323-426 2291
language skills, writing abilities, and general knowledge. Reading
the newspaper was a respected practice that fostered critical thinking Haider Chohan Admin Manager 0333-4132462

and meaningful discussions. As such, print media was a basic source
of information. But, now, it has lost its public utility, although the

business graph of the leading dailies from the public and private ads Lahore Office
has much improved. Flat# 200/14, First Floor, Tariq Block Market, New Garden Town,
Despite these challenges, print media remains a beacon of Lahore 042-32112351
authenticity and responsibility in the realm of news dissemination.
Print journalism is continuing to play a crucial role in providing Ali Hassan Manager Social Media 0323-497 2029
accurate and reliable information. As such, we must value and Ahmed Ali Manager Marketing Mix FM 100 0301-800 6300
support print journalism to safeguard the integrity of true reporting.
It is heartening to learn that Pakistan has a bright history of Registration No. PCPB/106
the print media. The roots of print media in Pakistan stretch back
to the 1780s. The Bengal Gazette, the first weekly political paper, (Vol. 35 Issue: 86) Price Rs: 1500
_ paved the way for a flourishing print culture. As Pakistan emerged Discount on one-year subscription Rs 3,000
Ve o as a nation, newspapers like Dawn, founded by Muhammad total Rs 15.000
w J Ali Jinnah, and Mushriq played a crucial role in shaping public www.flare.pk | Email: ﬂare_mag@gmail_oom
L opinion. These publications became the voice of the newly formed
country, advocating for independence and national identity. During Printed at UOB Printer
this golden age, print media in Pakistan experienced rapid growth, Prepress at Fotoscan Process
with numerous newspapers and magazines springing Up across 25.C Lower Mall, Lahore.
major cities. Ph: 042-37111906, 37234042

Zubair Ahmed Kasuri, (Editor-in-Chief) publisher of FLARE Business
News Magazine published from House No. 46, Block J, Gulberg
Ill, Lahore.
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Hazards of self-medication in
Pakistan

In Pakistan, it is common for households to have a bottle of
cough syrup on hand. However, the recent tragedy in India,
where 23 children died after consuming a contaminated syrup,
served as a wake-up call. Despite the incident, the culture of
self-medication in Pakistan remains prevalent, with syrups
being readily given to children without much concern. Parents
in Pakistan often assume that over-the-counter syrups are
safe due to their sweet taste and easy availability without
prescriptions. The India incident highlighted the dangers
of such assumptions, as the contaminated syrup contained
a toxic solvent, diethylene glycol, at levels far exceeding
the permissible limit. The lack of proper oversight in many
pharmacies and the importation of raw materials for medicines
without thorough checks are concerning issues. The Drug
Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) has taken steps to
address these concerns by making tests for glycerine, propylene
glycol, and sorbitol mandatory and increasing inspections.
Health authorities must enforce stringent quality control
measures, ensure that all cough syrups meet safety standards,
and crack down on unregistered or poorly manufactured
medicines. Parents and caregivers should not assume that
all syrups are harmless and should seek professional advice
before administering them to children.

Maham Waleed, Lahore

F.-challan system introduced in
Karachi

Karachi, a bustling city in Pakistan, has long struggled with
chaotic traffic. To address this issue, the Sindh Police and
Karachi Traffic Department introduced the e-challan system,
a digital initiative for smart governance and road safety.

This system integrates surveillance cameras with the Excise
and Taxation Department’s database to automatically detect
traffic violations and issue fines. While the system improves
transparency and convenience, fines exceeding Rs 5,000 can
be a burden for low-income citizens.

Policymakers should consider revising the fine structure to
differentiate between minor and major violations and explore
alternatives like community service for repeat offenders.
Ultimately, both citizens and authorities must work together
to ensure road safety and compliance with traffic rules. The
e-challan system is a positive step towards accountability in
Karachi, but it must also be inclusive and empathetic to be
truly effective.

Tooba Hashmi, Karachi

Unofficial fees and bribes

The resurgence of extortion in Karachi has caused alarm in the
city’s business community. Traders are reporting a significant
increase in ‘parchi’ demands, which are accompanied by
threats of serious consequences if the extortion money is not
paid. The Korangi Trade Association has reported 96 cases
of extortion this year, but the actual number is higher than
this, as many victims choose not to report the crimes. Karachi
has a history of lawlessness, with periods of targeted killings,

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

terrorism, and extortion between 2003 and 2007, and again
from 2011 to 2017. A law enforcement operation in 2020
brought stability to the city for nearly five years, allowing
businesses to thrive and residents to feel safe.

However, the recent resurgence of extortion threatens to
disrupt this peace. This atmosphere of fear not only puts the
lives of the citizens at risk but also undermines public trust in
law enforcement. There are reports of powerful individuals
receiving protection and corrupt officials extorting traders
through unofficial fees and bribes. If these practices are
not stopped, they could drive investors and businessmen
away from Karachi, which is already struggling with poor
infrastructure and neglect despite being the economic hub of
Pakistan. The state needs to take decisive action. A coordinated
effort involving the Sindh administration, city police, and
federal security agencies is necessary to dismantle extortion
networks and rebuild trust in the city.

Syed Oun Abbas, Karachi

Disappearing civility

Public discipline is disappearing in our daily lives. On roads,
in queues and in offices, people increasingly ignore basic
rules. Traffic signals are violated, lines are jumped, and loud
arguments have become a normal practice in our lives. It
appears as if order and respect for others no longer matter.

This decline reflects a deeper social problem — our neglect of
collectiveresponsibility. Everyone demandsbetter governance,
yet few practice personal discipline. Real progress begins not
with new policies, but with patience, respect and self-control
in everyday behaviour. Discipline is not a restriction; it is a
form of respect — for others, for the law and for society itself.

Granaz Jalal, Turbat

Vegetables in Pakistan

Our country’s fertile soil and favourable climate allow
farmers to cultivate a wide variety of vegetables year-round
— 1including potatoes, onions, carrots, maize, chillies, and
cabbage.

Vegetables are an essential part of a balanced diet, providing
vital vitamins, minerals, and fibre for maintaining good health.
Beyond their nutritional value, vegetable farming plays a
significant role in strengthening Pakistan’s economy. Each
year, the country produces millions of tonnes of vegetables
and exports them to nations such as the United Kingdom,
the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, and Malaysia — earning
valuable foreign exchange.

However, the sector faces several challenges, including poor-
quality seeds, water scarcity, and the absence of proper cold
storage and transportation facilities. As a result, a large portion
of produce goes to waste before it reaches the market.

To overcome these issues, the government should provide
farmers with modern agricultural technology, high-quality
seeds, and specialised training to boost productivity and
reduce post-harvest losses.

With the right support, Pakistan can not only ensure affordable,
nutritious food for its people but also emerge as a leading
vegetable exporter in the region.

SIMRA SAGHIR, Gidroshia

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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contributes significantly
to tax revenue

despite facing tax and
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regulatory challenges

Pakistan’s tax revenue collection has a significant increase
of 23.5% year-on-year, reaching Rs3.38 trillion. The
telecom sector, along with the salary and contract sector,
has substantially contributed to this growth. The telecom
segment, in particular, saw a 24.1% increase, collecting Rs
123.4 billion compared to Rs 994 billion in the last fiscal year

he telecom sector in Pakistan once again

topped the list of tax contributors to the

national exchequer in FY2024-25. Ac-

cording to the Yearbook 2024-25 of the
Revenue Division, Pakistan’s tax revenue collection
has a significant increase of 23.5% year-on-year,
reaching Rs3.38 trillion. The telecom sector, along
with the salary and contract sectors, has substan-
tially contributed to this growth. The telecom seg-
ment, in particular, saw a 24.1% increase, collecting
Rs 123.4 billion compared to Rs 99.4 billion in the
last fiscal year. This growth underscores the grow-
ing importance of digital communication services
in Pakistan's economy and highlights the telecom
industry as a key revenue generator. Analysts attri-
bute the growth in this sector to increased mobile
penetration, expanded broadband usage, and added
reliance on digital services, despite facing taxation
pressures and regulatory uncertainties.

The strong performance of telecom collections
reflects a broader trend where Pakistan’s fiscal land-
scape is increasingly intertwined with digital in-
frastructure. With mobile connectivity and online
transactions playing a central role in daily econom-
ic activities, telecom taxation has become a critical
component of government revenue. However, ex-
perts caution that striking a balance between taxa-
tion and investment incentives is crucial to sustain
growth and promote the deployment of advanced
digital technologies like 5G, which, in turn, adds
to the national kitty. Without carefully managed
policies, excessive levies could hinder future invest-
ments and slow down digital transformation efforts
across the country.

Apart from the telecom sector, withholding tax

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

revenues from contracts and salaries also saw sig-
nificant growth, reaching Rs 737.7 billion and Rs
605.6 billion, respectively, reflecting improved com-
pliance and transparency in payroll management.
The IT and software exports also showed strong
growth, increasing by 23.5%, which shows resil-
ience in Pakistan’s technology sector amidst global
economic challenges.

On the other hand, collections from bank in-
terest and securities experienced a slight decline
of 1.6%, indicating a shift towards digital financial
platforms among consumers and businesses. Reve-
nues from property transactions and electricity bills
also increased, reflecting ongoing urban develop-
ment and rising energy demand.

Officials point out that the data signals a broad-
er shift towards a digitally integrated tax regime,

TELEPEDIA | FLAREREPORT | |

ecosystems.

In June, the telecom sector in Pakistan contin-
ued to demonstrate robust performance in the first
nine months of fiscal year 2024-25 (July-March),
with total revenues reaching Rs 803 billion. How-
ever, the sector’s contribution to the national ex-
chequer declined to Rs271 billion during the same
period, as revealed in the Economic Survey 2024-
25.

While telecom revenues remained strong, in-
creasing from Rs 644 billion in FY2020-21 to Rs
803 billion in the current fiscal year, the sector’s
tax and duty contribution decreased from Rs 341
billion in FY2022-23 to Rs 271 billion during July—
March FY2025.

Experts attribute this decline to potential shifts
in policy measures, reduced tax collection win-
dows due to the data covering only nine months, or
changing dynamics in sector profitability. Despite
the decline, the telecom sector remains a vital con-
tributor to the economy.

Telecom investment also witnessed a decline,
registering USD 621 million in FY2024-25 (July-
March), compared to USD 770 million in the pre-
vious year and USD 1,657 million in FY2021-22.

Despite these financial shifts, the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA) reported steady
expansion in digital infrastructure. Broadband
penetration increased to 59.8%, with 4G coverage
reaching over 81% of the population. Total broad-
band subscribers reached 147.2 million by March
2025.

The PTA’s regulatory reforms, digital inclusion
strategies, and initiatives like unlocking the 6 GHz
spectrum for next-generation Wi-Fi have posi-
tioned Pakistan as the 10th Asian country to adopt
Wi-Fi 6E and beyond.

Additionally, Pakistan’s rank in the Global
Cybersecurity Index 2024 improved significantly,
moving from 79th to among the top 40, reflecting
progress in digital security and infrastructure resil-
ience.

The survey also highlighted the launch of na-
tional roaming along the Makran Coastal Highway
to address coverage blackspots and enhance emer-
gency communication. To improve the regulatory
environment, PTA introduced OASIS, a digital li-
censing system integrating services from NADRA,
SECP, and NBP

The country is gearing up for a 5G rollout by
mid-2025, with infrastructure upgrades, spectrum
planning, and operator trials already in progress.
Following the approval of the National Space Pol-
icy, the development of a licensing framework for
satellite broadband services is also underway.

The Economic Survey also mentioned ongoing
efforts on a National Fiberisation Plan, developed
in collaboration with the World Bank, to expand
the country’s fiber-optic backbone. Meanwhile,
initiatives to ensure digital safety have intensified,
with PTA blocking over 1.43 million URLSs relat-
ed to unlawful content. Additionally, more than
400,000 quality-of-service tests were conducted to
monitor and enforce telecom performance stan-
dards nationwide.

Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication
Shaza Fatima Khawaja highlighted the remarkable
growth of Pakistan’s telecom and digital sectors in
recent years, whichhas po-

with the telecom sector
playing a central role in
collecting prepaid lev-
ies, digital service taxes,
and other related revenue
streams. This trend under-
scores the significance of
mobile connectivity and
digital infrastructure as

The strong performance of
telecom collections reflects a
broader trend where Pakistan’s
fiscal landscape 1s increasingly
intertwined with digital
infrastructure

sitioned the country as one
of Asia’s fastest-emerging
digital economies.

She noted a 70% in-
crease in data usage over
five years, with telecom
revenues growing 17% an-
nually and contributing Rs.

fiscal enablers in addition

to their economic functions. A senior FBR official
emphasised the need for future policies to strike a
balance between taxation and measures that pro-
mote continued investment in digital services and
technology adoption. The figures suggest that Pa-
kistan’s reliance on digital-enabled sectors is likely
to deepen, linking fiscal health more closely with
the performance of telecom, IT, and related digital

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

1.5 trillion to the national
exchequer. E-commerce has reached $7.7 billion,
projected to exceed $10 billion next year, while
ICT exports continue to grow nearly 20% annually.
Under the Connect 2030 Vision, Pakistan aims
to increase internet speed to 100 Mbps, expand fi-
ber networks, free up 1,000 MHz of spectrum, and
roll out 5G in alignment with global standards, po-
tentially generating billions in economic benefits.

NOVEMBER, 2025
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usiness leaders are confident that the ap-

pointment of Field Marshal Asim Munir

as the first Chief of Defence Staff (CDF)

of Pakistan will have a positive impact on
trade and commerce. The constitutional amend-
ment made to consolidate the command of the
armed forces has been seen by the businessmen
as a significant step towards improving national
security, military effectiveness, and regional stabil-
ity—all essential elements for sustained econom-
ic development. They recognise that the Chief of
Defence Staff role combines the responsibilities of
the Army and service chiefs, aligning with modern
warfare requirements. The business community
welcomes this change as a means to foster stabili-
ty, which in turn will boost economic growth. With
Field Marshal Munir leading the CDF, the goal is
to bolster Pakistan’s defence capabilities and add to
the confidence of the investors to drive economic
prosperity. They said the leadership role of General
Asim Munir during the May 2025 India-Pakistan
conflict and subsequent diplomatic achievements
demonstrate his ability to navigate national defence
challenges effectively under pressure.

The business community is concerned about
the rising frequency of terrorist attacks in Pakistan,
leading to loss of life. Effectively addressing terror-
ism requires a comprehensive approach, including
intelligence-led strategies, strengthening civilian
law enforcement, and reforming the criminal jus-
tice system to speed up prosecutions. Mian Zahid
Hussain, President of the Pakistan Businessmen
and Intellectuals Forum & All Karachi Industri-
al Alliance, Chairman of the National Business
Group Pakistan, Chairman of the Policy Advisory
Board FPCCI, and Former Provincial Minister of
Information Technology, highlighted the impor-
tance of boosting economic activity in remote ar-
eas. He emphasised the need for job creation and
combating extremist ideologies to foster econom-
ic growth. Upholding collective security demands
strong political commitment and sustained inter-
national effort to fight cross-border terrorism. The
business community fully supports the government
and armed forces, led by Field Marshal Asim Mu-
nir, in securing Pakistan’s future. It calls upon all
national institutions and political factions to unite
in a common mission to protect national security,
which is essential for national prosperity.

Parliament has approved the 27th Constitutional
Amendment Bill with a two-thirds majority, paving
the way for major changes in the command struc-
ture of the country’s armed forces. This amendment
creates a new position of Chief of Defence Forces
(CDF) and abolishes the role of Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee. Following this change,
the President, upon the Prime Minister’s advice,
will appoint the Army Chief, who will also serve as
the Chief of Defence Forces. In this role, the Army
Chief will appoint the head of the National Strate-
gic Command, who must also be an Army officer.
The amendment aims to improve decision-making,
enhance coordination among the Army, Navy, and
Air Force, and establish a “unity of command” for
strategic briefings to the Prime Minister.

While some experts argue that the amendment
primarily addresses the ceremonial nature of the
previous Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Commit-
tee, others suggest that a rotational system across
services would have been more appropriate to avoid
perceptions of Army dominance.

The decision to assign the position of CDF to
the Army Chief is based on the Pakistan Army’s
significant role in national defence. Supporters ar-
gue that the majority of security challenges on Pa-
kistan's eastern and western fronts involve ground
operations, making it logical for the army to hold
the top strategic post.

Experts also point to international practices,
such as in the UK, where the navy holds greater
strategic importance, and the equivalent post is tra-
ditionally held by the Naval Chief.

Pakistan's defence strategy is primarily land-
based, which explains why the post has historically
been assigned to the Army Chief. The amendment
also coincides with the impending retirement of the
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Business community
confident Asim
Munir’s appointment

as DI to bolster
defence and economy

The business community welcomes this change as a means
to foster stability, which in turn will boost economic growth.
With Field Marshal Asim Munir leading the CDF, the goal
is to bolster Pakistan’s defence capabilities and add to the
confidence of the investors to drive economic prosperity

current Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee,
Gen. Sahir Shamshad Mirza, suggesting a timely
administrative reshuffle.

The specific powers and operational responsi-
bilities of the Chief of Defence Forces so far need
clarity, with some suggesting that administrative
and operational authority within the Navy and Air
Force will remain with their respective chiefs.

The proposal to create a new Strategic Forces
Command to manage strategic or nuclear assets will
further consolidate military leadership under the
CDF, enhancing operational efficiency and align-
ing Pakistan’s military with international standards.
These appointments will be made by the incumbent
Prime Minister to ensure civilian supremacy. The

The business community has
committed its full support to the
government and armed forces, led
by Field Marshal Asim Munir, in
securing Pakistan’s future

role of the CDF will focus on strategic integration,
not personnel management, and claims about mo-
rale or loss of autonomy are deemed misleading.
Additionally, the five-star rank appears to be hon-
orary and exceptional, providing ceremonial recog-
nition during extraordinary national circumstances.

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

The Prime Minister will retain the authority to
appoint all service chiefs and the CDF, maintaining
civilian command under Article 243. The amend-
ment formalises existing practices without altering
the balance of power, aiming to improve efficiency,
responsiveness, unity of command, mission accura-
cy, and strategic coherence. It removes long-stand-
ing ambiguity in the command structure and is
expected to positively impact defence response,
deterrence, and modernisation by ensuring coordi-
nation, accountability, and streamlined operations.

Pakistan’s strategic topography, which is pre-
dominantly continental and population-centric, ne-
cessitates an integrative and interactive command
that promotes a joint force without diluting the
roles of other services. Many classical military the-
ories support an integrated CDF, emphasising the
benefits of unity of command in reducing friction,
shortening decision cycles, and synchronising cam-
paigns with policy objectives. In conclusion, the
establishment of the Commander of the Defence
Force would be a valuable addition in Pakistan to
enhance defence forces coordination, professional
capacities, and tactical capabilities. Given the rap-
idly changing geopolitical and geostrategic trends
in the region and beyond, the “institutionalisation”
of the CDF in the country is supported, especially
in the face of threats from multiple fronts and the
recent surge in terrorism.
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wadar is becoming increasingly attrac-

tive to investors after many of its ma-

jor projects have been completed. The

availability of essential amenities such
as restaurants and airports has made Gwadar glob-
ally a big attraction, particularly for Gulf countries.
The development of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) has also increased the econom-
ic potential of this part of Pakistan. As Gwadar
continues to develop, the government and local au-
thorities are prioritising modern infrastructure and
sustainable urban planning to maintain its value as
a trading hub.

The federal cabinet has approved the passen-
ger and cargo ferry service between Gwadar and
Oman. Both countries are set to sign a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) to formalise the ser-
vice, for which an Omani delegation is expected to
visit Pakistan soon.

Following this development, Federal Minis-
ter for Maritime Affairs, Junaid Anwar Chaudhry
and Oman’s Ambassador Fahad bin Sulaiman bin
Khalaf Al Kharusi met to discuss enhancing eco-
nomic and maritime cooperation and strengthening
trade links and connectivity between the two coun-
tries. Pakistan is projected to earn $10-15 billion
annually from maritime services and operations
like the proposed ferry service.

Gwadar’s annual export revenue is expected to
surpass $850 million, driven by $645 million from
fisheries and $200-205 million from the date sector.
The approved ferry route will provide Oman with
quicker access to Central Asian markets, boosting
bilateral trade and regional economic ties. Exports
to Oman reached $224 million in 2024, while of-
ficials anticipate a significant increase due to the
ferry service.

Pakistan has issued its first international ferry
license to private operators to run passenger ferries
to Gulf countries, including Oman, the UAE, Bah-
rain, and Iran. The licensing framework aims to
secure regulatory clarity, attract private investment,
and enhance regional maritime trade and connec-
tivity.

The Minister for Maritime Affairs has empha-
sised the role of the Pakistani diaspora in Oman,
estimated at 250,000-320,000 people, potentially
reaching 360,000 including all categories of work-
ers. The ferry link will facilitate travel, strengthen
personal and business connections, and support
bilateral economic collaboration between the two
countries.

Gwadar, Pakistan, is leaping to make a premier
tourist destination with the launch of a new park
that significantly enhances local leisure options.
The recreational park at the heart of Gwadar, the
Sangar Phase-I Housing Scheme, is set to attract
more visitors to this part, which offers a mix of nat-
ural beauty and modern amenities, rendering Gwa-
dar a key player in Pakistan’s tourism growth. With
the park’s opening, the work to upgrade infrastruc-
ture in the city and provide visitors with an added
enjoyable and diverse experience has been stepped
up, which is bound to enhance tourism appeal for
Gwadar.

The park’s inauguration marks a significant
milestone in Gwadar’s transformation from a quiet
coastal town to a buzzing city that is increasingly
becoming a hub for tourism and modern urban liv-
ing. The opening ceremony was marked by a walk-
through of the park, where
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Gwadar development
moves ahead with
Ferry service to

Gulf states

Pakistan has issued the first international ferry license
to private operators to run passenger ferries to Gulf
countries, including Oman, the UAE, Bahrain, and Iran.
The licensing framework aims to secure regulatory clarity,

attract private investment, and enhance regional maritime

trade and connectivity

ment of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), which has enhanced the region’s econom-
ic potential. As the city continues to evolve, the gov-
ernment and local authorities are focusing on mod-
ern infrastructure and sustainable urban planning
to ensure that Gwadar remains an attractive place
to live and visit.

The opening of the park signals a shift in Gwa-
dar’s development trajectory, with a growing em-
phasis on creating livable spaces that prioritise sus-
tainability, community engagement, and tourism.
As the city expands, local authorities are keen on
ensuring that urban growth

officials were captivated (G;wadar’s strategic location a]ong is balanced with the pres-

by its design and layout
and highly appreciated the

the Arabian Sea and its proxim-

ervation of green spaces,
which are increasingly seen

development efforts. The 1LY to vital international shipping as essential for enhancing
park is designed to meet routes have long ranked it among the city’s overall livability.

the needs of both the local
community and visitors,

Under the China aid—

Pakistan’s leading strategic Cities ¢, q.red future initiative,

offering a clean and green
recreational area for relaxation and social gather-
ings.

Gwadar's strategic location along the Arabian
Sea and its proximity to vital international shipping
routes have long positioned it as one of Pakistan’s
most strategic cities. The city’s strategic importance
has been on the rise, especially with the develop-
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the Ghaus Bahar Public
Library in Ormara, Gwadar has received a com-
plete solar power system to ensure sustainable and
uninterrupted energy for the coastal region’s prime
educational facility.
The system — including solar panels, inverter,
batteries, and wiring components — was officially
handed over to Ormara Tehsildar Noor Khan by

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Deputy Commissioner Gwadar Hamood-ur-Reh-
man.
Situated along the Makran Coast between Gwa-
dar and Karachi, the Ghaus Bahar Library serves
as a crucial learning centre for local students and
teachers. The solar upgrade will improve study con-
ditions, extend library hours, and support both male
and female learners. Once neglected, the library has
been revitalised through a joint effort of the local
administration and volunteers. The Gwadar district
administration, in collaboration with the provincial
government, is promoting literacy by constructing
and renovating schools and libraries. Recently, the
Gunz Mubarak Qazi Library near Jiwani was in-
augurated by MPA Maulana Hidayatur Rehman
Baloch, while the Syed Zahoor Shah Hashmi Dig-
ital Library in Gwadar stands as one of Pakistan’s
leading digital knowledge centres.

The Pak-China Friendship Hospital is set to re-
ceive a reliable 2MW power connection, replacing a
costly diesel generator. This will activate the heavy
medical machinery and ensure uninterrupted, free
treatment for over 212,000 patients.

At a ceremony held by the University of Gwa-
dar, VC Professor Dr Abdul Razzaq Sabir award-
ed letters to 41 students selected for the Chinese
Ambassador Special Scholarship for Balochistan
(Phase III), covering full tuition for 4 years.
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ON Group, stated that the

company has made progress on important strategic
initiatives, such as the successful listing of Kyivstar Group
on the Nasdaq and the establishment of JazzCash as a

separate entity

azz has invested more than PKR 37 billion in

the first nine months of 2025 to expand net-

work capacity, enhance digital platforms, and

strengthen service resilience. This investment
has supported revenue growth across telecom, fin-
tech, and digital services, reinforcing the company’s
transition into a ServiceCo an integrated digital ser-
vices provider.

Revenue in the third quarter of 2025 increased by
14.6% year-on-year in local currency, driven by strong
performance in telecom and continued growth in
digital services. Core telecom revenue grew by 9.8%
year-on-year, supported by a growing customer base
and increased engagement with data products. Av-
erage revenue per user (ARPU) increased by 12.3%,
reflecting improved pricing and higher digital usage.

EBITDA in the third quarter of 2025 increased
by 27% year-on-year, with the margin improving to
around 46%, thanks to operational efficiencies and
stable energy costs. The 4G customer base exceed-
ed 55 million, with 4G penetration reaching 75.7%.
Multiplay users, engaging across connectivity, fin-
tech, and digital content, grew by 28.6%, now repre-
senting nearly 38% of the base.

Digital services continued to drive growth, with
direct digital revenue increasing by 28.5% year-on-
year. JazzCash led this segment with a 32.8% rev-
enue growth, supported by Mobilink Bank’s 34%
revenue growth, driven by increased digital adoption
and lending activity.

JazzCash maintained its leadership in digital
financial services with 20.6 million monthly active
users and a 57.8% year-on-year increase in Gross
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Transaction Value (GTV) to PKR 3.9 trillion. With
over 700,000 merchants, JazzCash processes more
than 80% of Raast payment value under the Prime
Minister’s Cashless Society initiative, facilitating
over 150,000 daily loans and achieving a record sin-
gle-day disbursement of PKR 1.1 billion through
200,000 loans.

Tamasha reached a record 31.8 million monthly
active users, driven by the Asia Cup, the launch of
Tamasha Pro, and new content offerings, including
a major TV network and Pakistan’s first Al-powered
news channel, which are among the most-watched
features. SIMOSA, Jazz’s self-care and lifestyle app,
recorded 21.8 million monthly users and enhanced
its Al assistant to handle bundle activations and
complaints, serving 1 million monthly users.

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz and Chairman
of Mobilink Bank, commented on the results, stat-
ing: “Jazz's performance reflects the strength of our
long-term strategy and our commitment to building
platforms that enable access and opportunity. As we
transition from connectivity to capability, we are in-
vesting in infrastructure, innovation, and people to
unlock value across Pakistan’s digital economy and
empower individuals to participate in the country’s
progress.”

Jazz currently serves over 100 million users
through a digital portfolio encompassing fintech
(JazzCash), entertainment (Tamasha), digital self-
care (SIMOSA), InsurTech (FikrFree), cloud & cy-
bersecurity (Garaj), and gaming (GameNow), so-
lidifying its position as Pakistan’s leading ServiceCo
focused on enhancing lives and livelihoods through
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In Q3 2025, VEON reported revenue of $1,115
million, a 7.5% year-on-year increase, and EBITDA
of $524 million, a 19.7% year-on-year increase. Dig-
ital revenues grew by 63% year-on-year, accounting
for 17.8% of total revenue, while the EBITDA mar-
gin expanded to 47.0%. The Group reduced leverage
to 1.13x, maintained $1.7 billion in liquidity, and
raised its EBITDA outlook for 2025.

During the quarter, VEON achieved 7.5% year-
on-year revenue growth and a 19.7% increase in
EBITDA, with total revenues reaching $1,115 mil-
lion. This performance was supported by resilient
telecom and infrastructure trends and accelerating
growth in direct digital revenues, which rose by
63.1% year-on-year and accounted for 17.8% of total
revenues in Q3 2025.

EBITDA for the quarter stood at $524 million,
representing a 19.7% year-on-year increase. The
EBITDA margin improved by 480 basis points year-
on-year to 47.0%, reflecting scale efficiencies and
continued cost discipline. Group Capex was $223
million in Q3 2025, implying an LTM capex inten-
sity of 21.6% (17.7% excluding Ukraine), reflecting
VEON's ongoing network modernisation and digital
infrastructure investments across its markets.

As of September 30, 2025, total cash, cash equiv-
alents, and deposits amounted to $1,666 million
(including $282 million in customer deposits from
banking operations in Pakistan), with $653 million
held at HQ. Net debt to LTM EBITDA, excluding
lease liabilities, was at 1.13x (compared to 1.32x as
of June 30, 2025), reflecting successful financial ac-
tivities during the quarter.

VEON has revised its EBITDA outlook for 2025,
now expecting local currency EBITDA growth of
16% to 18% year-on-year. The company continues
to anticipate local-currency revenue growth of 13%
to 15% year-on-year. For 2025, total revenue growth
in dollar terms is expected to be 7% to 8% year-on-
year, with EBITDA growth in dollar terms projected
to be 10% to 11% year-on-year, assuming current FX
rates.

VEON's Board of Directors has approved a buy-
back program for up to $100 million of the Compa-
ny’s ADSs and/or outstanding bonds. The allocation
between the two will be determined by prevailing
market conditions. The buybacks, if conducted, will
be executed on the open market pursuant to a 10b5-
1 plan signed with a registered broker-dealer and in
compliance with Rule 10b-18.

Kaan Terzioglu, VEON Group CEQO, comment-
ed on the results, stating: “Our 3rd-quarter perfor-
mance once again demonstrates the resilience and
strength of VEON’s Digital Operator model. We
delivered strong revenue and EBITDA growth, sup-

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz,
performance and commitment to
enabling access and opportunity
through strategic investments in
infrastructure, innovation, and
people. Jazz is focused on un-
locking value in Pakistan’s digital
economy and empowering
individuals to contribute to the
country’s progress

ported by robust margins across our markets. Our
digital businesses continue to accelerate as customer
engagement grows across our digital platforms. Qur
focus on digital services, customer engagement, and
operational excellence continues to drive VEON'’s
strong growth and financial performance.

“During the quarter, we also advanced key strate-
gic initiatives, including the landmark listing of Ky-
ivstar Group on the Nasdaq and the establishment
of JazzCash as a standalone entity. These milestones
reflect our ongoing focus on growth and value real-
isation — initiatives that further strengthen VEON'’s
strategic foundation and position us for sustained
growth and value creation.
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ealth Minister Syed Mustafa Kamal has
told the National Assembly that five
major multinational pharmaceutical
companies have closed their manufactur-
ing operations in Pakistan over the past three years
without providing reasons. The reasons for their
exit include narrow profit margins, high taxes, and
an unfavourable business environment. The Health
Minister should provide accurate information to the
National Assembly members regarding the challeng-
es faced by the pharmaceutical industry. He said all
companies divested their local manufacturing units
and transferred operations to domestic companies,
ensuring the continued supply of essential medi-
cines. In Pakistan, rapid policy changes in tax laws,
import regulations, and energy tariffs occur without
sufficient consultation. The frequent renegotiation
of power purchase agreements and unilateral con-
tract re-openings by the government have caused
concern among investors. Additionally, overlapping
federal and provincial jurisdictional controls, opaque
tax dispute resolution, and inconsistent regulatory
enforcement have undermined investor confidence.

Since 2022, at least 13 companies have exited the
country. Among them are four from the pharmaceu-
tical sector, two each from energy and ride-hailing,
and one each from technology and telecom. P&G's
departure is particularly important as it produced a
wide range of consumer goods; Gillette was a sub-
sidiary of P&G, and Gul Ahmed Textile had an ex-
port garments division associated with it.

Bayer, ICI Pakistan, Sanofi, Pfizer, and Novartis
have all divested their local manufacturing units and
shifted operations or significant assets to local com-
panies in Pakistan. This represents a strategic shift
by these multinational corporations in the Pakistani
market, often moving from direct manufacturing to
a licensing or different business model to ensure the
continued supply of their products.

Bayer has not completely quit Pakistan but is di-
vesting from its manufacturing and certain brands,
transferring them to a local company, the OBS
Group. A company representative states it is still
committed to Pakistan. The Lahore pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturing plant and select brands are being
transferred, with impacted employees guaranteed
two-year jobs and comparable compensation with
the acquiring company.

ICI Pakistan, a consortium led by Packages Lim-
ited and including the Yunus Brothers Group (par-
ent company of Lucky Cement,) acquired a majority
stake in ICI Pakistan from AkzoNobel in 2012. The
company was later renamed Lucky Core Industries
(LCD).

As ICI wound up operations globally, its Paki-
stan operations were sold in July 2012 to an estab-
lished industrial group through a consortium led by
a dominant cement company. It is heartening that
the successors of both ECPL and ICI continue to
follow the management systems they inherited from
these global corporate giants.

The exit does not always mean the withdrawal
of products or brands. Many companies retain their
presence through a distributor model and contin-
ue relying on third-party market research and adv-
ertising agencies to promote their brands.

Sanofi, an investor consortium led by Packag-
es Limited, acquired the full 52.87% shareholding
held by Sanofi Foreign Participations B.V. in Sano-
fi-aventis Pakistan Limited. The local company has
since been renamed Hoechst Pakistan Limited and
continues to market Sanofi products under licensing
arrangements.

Pfizer is Lucky Core Industries (LCI) acquired
Pfizer Pakistan’s manufacturing facility in Karachi,
along with a portfolio of well-established pharma-
ceutical brands, in September 2024. Pfizer maintains
its import and marketing business for other products
not part of this deal.

Pfizer ended its manufacturing operations in
Pakistan and sold its plant in 2024 due to multiple
reasons, including economic instability, regulatory
challenges, and rising costs, which are leading many
multinational corporations to exit the country. The
company'’s departure is part of a broader trend of
global companies scaling back or leaving Pakistan
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Unabated business
woes make global
medicine companies
(uit operations in

Pakistan

Bayer, ICI Pakistan, Sanofi, Pfizer, and Novartis have all
divested their local manufacturing units and shifted their
operationsorsignificantassetstolocalcompaniesin Pakistan.
This demonstrates a strategic shift by these multinational
corporations in the Pakistani market, often moving from
direct manufacturing to a licensing or different business
model to ensure the continued supply of their products

due to a poor business climate, including currency
depreciation, high taxes, and restrictions on profit
repatriation.

Novartis have entered an agreement with Interna-
tional Investment IT Limited, an affiliated company
of Muller & Phipps Pakistan, to transfer ownership
of its business in Pakistan. This agreement ensures
the continued supply of medicines and job continui-
ty for existing employees, with the local entity taking
over the operations.

The Health Minister should pro-
vide accurate information to the
National Assembly members
regarding the challenges faced
by the pharmaceutical industry.
He mentioned that all companies
divested their local manufacturing
units and transferred operations
to domestic companies, ensuring
the continued supply of essential
medicines

In a major development for the country’s phar-
ma sector, the Competition Commission of Pakistan
(CCP) has authorised the acquisition of Novartis
Pharma (Pakistan) Limited (Novartis Pakistan) by
International Investment II Limited (IIL), the com-
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mission said on Saturday.

The approval comes after the CCP completed
its phase-I competition assessment under Section 11
of the Competition Act, 2010, and the Competition
(Merger Control) Regulations, 2016, read a state-
ment.

IIL, an investment holding company incorpo-
rated in Hong Kong and part of the Getz Group,
submitted a pre-merger application to the CCP. The
transaction involves the transfer of control of Novar-
tis Pakistan from its existing parent entities, Novartis
AG and Novartis Pharma AG, to IIL pursuant to a
Share Purchase Agreement (SPA).

“The acquisition represents a significant devel-
opment in Pakistan’s pharmaceutical sector, as ITIL
already maintains a presence in the country through
its subsidiaries, Getz Pharma (Private) Limited and
Scilife Pharma (Private) Limited,” CCP said.

During the phase-I review, the commission ex-
amined whether the transaction could result in the
creation or strengthening of a dominant position or
otherwise substantially lessen competition in the rel-
evant markets. The CCP defined the relevant mar-
kets at the therapeutic class level, given the lack of
substitutability across medical categories.

The commission observed that while certain
overlaps existed between Novartis Pakistan and ITL
in therapeutic classes, such as diabetes, anti-theu-
matics, anti-epileptics, and cardiovascular agents,
the combined market shares were “not significant
enough” to raise competition concerns.
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Govt, ADB jointly
ive roadmap for
| research, digital

inclusiveness

The two-day programme started with a National Workshop
on Al Use Case Development, where experts from various
sectors collaborated on Al solutions for key national sectors.
The event also recognised champions of the Al Wrapper
Competition 2025, showcasing the implementation of the
National Al Policy 2025. The competition, part of the Digital
Pakistan initiative, highlighted emerging Al talent in Pakistan

he Government of Pakistan, in partner-

ship with the Ministry of IT & Telecom

(MoITT) and Ignite — National Technology

Fund, along with the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), introduced the Pakistan Digital Sector
Roadmap, a significant step towards realising the
Prime Minister’s vision of a Digital Pakistan.

The event also recognised the champions of the
Al Wrapper Competition 2025, demonstrating the
implementation of the National Al Policy 2025. The
two-day programme commenced with the Nation-
al Workshop on Al Use Case Development, where
experts from government, academia, and the private
sector collaborated on Al solutions for key national
sectors like health, education, agriculture, finance,
and governance.

The workshop, as a result, will shape the establish-
ment of the upcoming National Al Innovation Hub
(NAIIH), designed to serve as a national platform
for applied Al research, commercialisation, entre-
preneurship, and digital skills enhancement. During
the unveiling of the Digital Sector Roadmap, Federal
Minister for IT and Telecom Shaza Fatima Khawaja
emphasised: “This roadmap is a strategic move to-
wards a connected, competitive, and future-ready Pa-
kistan under the leadership of the Prime Minister. It
is in line with the vision of a Digital Nation Pakistan,
where technology fosters inclusive growth, transpar-
ency, and innovation across all sectors.”

The roadmap outlines a 10-year vision for a dig-
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itally empowered, connected, and inclusive Pakistan
by 2035, focusing on four core pillars: Digital Infra-
structure, Digital Economy, Digital Governance, and
Digital Society, aligning with Uraan Pakistan 2024
2029 and the Digital Nation Pakistan Act 2025.

The Al Wrapper Competition 2025, part of the
Digital Pakistan initiative, showcased the emerging
Al talent in Pakistan. With over 1,700 teams from
106 cities, including a 33% female participation rate,

Dr Antonio Garcia Zaballos,
Director, Digital Sector Office,
ADB, expressed that Pakistan’s
Digital Sector Roadmap provides
a clear direction for inclusive,
resilient, and innovation-driven
growth. ADB is proud to support
Pakistan in enhancing digital in-
frastructure, digital economy, digi-
tal governance, and digital society

competing in five thematic areas: EdTech, Health-
Tech, Climate/AgriTech, GovTech, and FinTech.
The winners were awarded a total of PKR 8.7 million
for their Al-driven solutions to national challenges.

The Federal Minister for IT and Telecommuni-
cation congratulated the winners of the AT Wrapper
Competition 2025, highlighting how it embodies the
spirit of the National Al Policy 2025, empowering
youth and entrepreneurs to responsibly and creatively
utilise Al for Pakistan’s progress.

Ignite CEO Rafique A. Buriro stated, “Through
initiatives like the Al Wrapper Competition and the
National Al Innovation Hub, we aim to create an eco-
system that translates policy into tangible outcomes,
enabling startups, researchers, and government to
collaborate on practical Al applications.”
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Dr. Antonio Garcia Zaballos, Director, Digital
Sector Office, ADB, expressed, “Pakistan’s Digital
Sector Roadmap provides a clear direction for inclu-
sive, resilient, and innovation-driven growth. ADB is
proud to support Pakistan in enhancing digital infra-
structure, digital economy, digital governance, and
digital society.”

Reiterating its commitment to an Al-powered Pa-
kistan, the Ministry emphasised its dedication to im-
plementing the National Al Policy 2025, establishing
the National Al Innovation Hub (NAIIH), and fos-
tering partnerships to accelerate Pakistan’s transition
into a knowledge-based, innovation-driven economy.

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) plays a cru-
cial role in supporting Pakistan’s “Digital Pakistan”
vision by offering financial aid, technical expertise,
and policy advice to strengthen the country’s digital
infrastructure, economy, governance, and society.

The ADB has collaborated with Pakistan’s Minis-
try of Information Technology and Telecommunica-
tion (MoITT) to develop the “Pakistan Digital Sector

resilient, and innovation-led growth over the next
decade. The ADB has also released a report on “Pa-
kistan’s Digital Ecosystem,” identifying challenges
and recommending solutions to the government. The
ADB assists Pakistan in preparing for digital trans-
formation by investing in relevant infrastructure, in-
cluding telecommunications networks, data centres,
and the digital modernisation of power distribution
companies (discos) to enhance efficiency and reduce
losses. The Al Wrapper Competition 2025 have been
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announced following the grand finale event that took
place in Islamabad. The competition, hosted by Ig-
nite National Technology Fund, awarded winners
across five categories: Ed-Tech, Health-Tech, Fin-
Tech, Agri/Climate-Tech, and Gov-Tech.

The top national winners in each category are:

Category Rank Project Title Team Name City
Ed-Tech 1 EVADO by Edversity Edversity

Health-Tech 1 DxVision Al DxVision Al Islamabad
Fin-Tech 1 Portfolio Optimiser Pro Quant Fusion Analytics  Rawalpindi
Agri/Climate-Tech 1  KissanBot: Al Farmer Assistant  Concave AGRI Islamabad
Gov-Tech 1 PaklawAssist PakLawAssist Lahaore

The competition aimed to promote Al-based solu-
tions to local challenges in Pakistan and included
total prizes worth PKR 8.75 million. The winners
were congratulated by the Minister of IT and
Telecom, Shaza Fatima, for their innovative ideas
and for contributing to Pakistan’s “Digital Pakistan”
vision.
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Usman Yaqoob

Inovi Telecom joins NED Varsity to pro-
mote industry-academia collaboration

This partnership reflects the shared dedication to strengthening industry-academia
collaborations, fostering technological advancements, and establishing valuable pathways
for internships and job opportunities.

novi Telecom was delighted to participate in
the 5th Career Fair 2025 at NED University,
following an invitation from the Directorate of
Industrial Liaison.

This partnership reflects the shared dedication
to strengthening industry-academia collaborations,
fostering technological advancements, and estab-
lishing valuable pathways for internships and job
opportunities.

M CaReeRe

FAIRS

collaborations that can be advantageous for both of
our organisations.

Through this collaboration, Inovi Telecom aims
to cultivate and empower the next generation of
leaders, innovators, and change-makers who will
make significant contributions to Pakistan and leave

HED Linive S99
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a lasting impact on the global tech sector. “Together,
we are committed to creating an environment where
aspiring professionals can flourish and achieve their
full potential.”

At the conclusion of the event, Invoi Telecom
was presented with a souvenir on behalf of NED

University.
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Inovi partners with DUK'T in manufac-
turing, electronics and I'T

Invoi Telecom has made a notable effort to connect academic learning with industry
practice, creating valuable opportunities for DUET students

awood University of Engineering &
Technology recently held its Industrial
Advisory Board meeting, where Inovi
Telecom was introduced as an industry
partner specialising in Manufacturing, Electronics,

and IT.
4 \ ‘-1\_ N

DAWOOD
{UNIVERSITY

] (¢}
JEREE OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY

Presented By:

ﬁ. Engr Prof, Dr. Samreen Hussain
\ Vice Chancellor

The discussions focused on aligning student
projects, internships, and career paths with indus-
try needs. The university expressed gratitude for
Inovi Telecom’s support in providing internships
and job opportunities for students, emphasising the
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importance of real-world experience in education.
This collaboration aims to enhance students’ prac-
tical skills and knowledge to meet market demands,
showcasing a shared commitment to growth and in-
novation in engineering and technology.

Invoi Telecom has made a notable effort to con-
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nect acadénn%‘feammg with industry practice, creat-
ing valuable opportunities for DUET students.

At the conclusion of the event, Dawood Universi-
ty Vice-Chancellor Eng. Prof. Dr. Samreen Hussain
presented a souvenir to the Invo team and expressed
gratitude for their collaboration with the university.
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Pakistan bring

akistan’s e-com-

merce industry is

at a crucial stage,

experiencing rap-
id growth due to increased
internet and smartphone
usage. The expanding
e-commerce market in Pa-
kistan has attracted both
international and local
platforms, with substan-
tial investments aimed at
increasing market share
and enhancing consumer
experience. Social com-
merce is emerging as a
key trend, leveraging the
country’s large social me-
dia user base to boost sales
and revenue. With ongo-
ing government support,
infrastructure investments,
and a focus on improving
consumer experience, Pa-
kistan’s e-commerce sector
is set for further growth
and success.

Pakistan has rec-
ognised the need to ap-
prove an e-commerce poli-
cy. In this context, Pakistan
is on the verge of approv-
ing its e-Commerce Policy
2.0 (2025-30), which aims
to significantly increase
the country’s digital trade
to $20 billion by 2030.

The policy focuses on
digitalising MSMEs, im-
proving logistics, facilitat-
ing cross-border trade, and
enhancing consumer pro-
tection within a regulated
online environment.

Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan held discussions
with a Meta delegation
regarding the upcoming
policy. They explored
potential cooperation in
e-commerce  expansion,
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e-commerce policy
to reach consumers

globally

Pakistan has recognised the need to approve an
e-commerce policy. In this context, Pakistan is on the
verge of approving its e-Commerce Policy 2.0 (2025-30),
which aims to significantly increase the country’s digital

trade to $20 billion by 2030
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za Fatima said she was

pleased to see the work-

force of around 600 young
men and women there.

“As production expands,

the assembly line will be

extended to create more
jobs and enable Chrome-
book exports,” she said,
emphasising the strong
participation of women
engineers in advancing Pa-
kistan’s technology land-
scape. The Minister also
said that the Ministry of

IT has finalised a Memo-

randum of Understanding

(MoU) with Google to

provide tech training for

youth, particularly girls,
focusing on artificial intel-
ligence (AI).

“We plan to open Al
labs in Pakistan in collab-
oration with Google, espe-
cially targeting secondary
schools to integrate Al
| education into the curricu-
lum,” she said.

; The Ministry of Edu-
cation and provincial au-
S thorities in Punjab, Sindh,

9B Balochistan, and Khyber

® Pakhtunkhwa are actively
supporting the initiative.

Shaza Fatima high-
S lighted recent develop-

B ments with Meta, noting
that its regional team vis-
ited Pakistan last month
to train federal and private

] sector media teams on
misinformation and disin-

formation management.

In a significant step for

AT accessibility, Meta’s Al

platform is now available

in Urdu, allowing stu-
dents and citizens across

Pakistan to learn, experi-

ment, and develop Al ap-

plications in their national

Ing

artificial intelligence (AI),
and the advancement of digital trade.

Minister Jam Kamal Khan emphasised that Paki-
stan is experiencing rapid growth in its digital econ-
omy within South Asia. The country produces more
than 75,000 IT graduates annually. IT and IT-en-
abled services exports have risen by 18%, reaching
$3.8 billion. The first quarter of this financial year
saw a 21% growth, with exports totalling $1.06 bil-
lion. He invited Meta to support initiatives related to
Al ethics, online safety, and e-commerce standards
to ensure transparency and protect consumers in the
online marketplace. The Minister also emphasised
the importance of the National Al Policy 2025 and
the Digital Pakistan Act, and urged Meta to partici-
pate in Al skill programs for youth to foster innova-
tion and job opportunities.

In the competitive market landscape, business-
es that neglect e-commerce risk falling behind their
rivals. Online shopping not only meets consumer
expectations for convenience and efficiency but also
positions companies as forward-thinking and cus-
tomer-centric. The shift towards online platforms in
Pakistan reflects changing consumer preferences and
businesses. e-commerce enables businesses to meet
evolving consumer demands and stay relevant in a
dynamic market. The e-commerce platforms em-
power retail businesses for rapid growth by expand-
ing product offerings, reaching new markets, and en-
gaging more customers. On the other hand, Federal
Minister for Information Technology and Telecom-
munication Shaza Fatima Khawaja said that Google
will manufacture approximately 600,000 Chrome-
books each year in Pakistan, marking a major mile-
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stone for the country’s technology sector. Speaking
to the media, she said Google has completed its reg-
istration in Pakistan and plans to open its office in
the country soon.

Highlighting recent developments under the lead-
ership of the Prime Minister, she said that Pakistan’s
engagement with leading global technology and
social media companies has entered a new and pro-
ductive phase. Shaza Fatima revealed that Google,
in collaboration with the Ministry of Defence Pro-
duction and the National Radio & Telecommunica-
tion Corporation (NRTC), has begun Chromebook
manufacturing in Haripur. Launched as a public-pri-
vate partnership with a local company, the project is
expected to give a significant boost to Pakistan’s IT

'The importance of the National
Al Policy 2025 and the Digital
Pakistan Act and urged Meta to
participate in Al skill programs for
youth to foster innovation and job
opportunities

manufacturing industry. The Minister said the initia-
tive aimed to provide affordable, high-quality devic-
es, particularly for students and the education sector.

“Such high-tech ventures reflect global compa-
nies’ growing confidence in Pakistan’s economy,
while also promoting technology transfer, interna-
tional best practices, and new job opportunities,” she
added.

During her visit to the Haripur facility, Sha-
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language—placing Paki-
stan among the few countries globally to offer this
feature. On the social media front, she said TikTok
has launched a dedicated STEM feed in Pakistan,
providing free educational content in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics. The initiative
offers students and underprivileged communities
access to learning resources through a widely used
platform.

These partnerships with global tech leaders high-
light the immense potential of our youth, who are
not only hardworking but also innovative and en-
trepreneurial,” Shaza Fatima said, emphasising that
initiatives like AI labs, Urdu-language platforms,
and educational social media features aim to equip
Pakistan’s next generation with skills for a tech-driv-
en future. Saudi Arabia’s GO Telecommunications
Group, she said, has launched an Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) Hub in Pakistan, connecting local tech
companies with Saudi firms. “Through this plat-
form, Pakistani freelancers, small businesses, and
micro-companies can provide technology services
remotely to Saudi companies without needing a
physical office in Saudi Arabia,” she explained.
Saudi companies are also setting up offshoring offic-
es in Pakistan, further generating employment and
boosting exports.

Shaza Fatima appreciated the role of the Spe-
cial Economic and Investment Facilitation Council
(SEIFC), established in 2022, in streamlining bu-
reaucratic processes and removing business bottle-
necks. Shaza Fatima appreciated the role of SEIFC,
established in 2022, in simplifying bureaucratic pro-
cesses for businesses.
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vivo V60 oG is now available in “Ber
Purple”, A bold new expression of style

and innovation

The new Berry Purple finish complements the V60's elegant Equal-Depth Quad Curved
Screen, offering an immersive viewing experience with ultra-slim bezels and graceful
curvature on all four sides. The color’s gradient tones reflect sophistication with a playful
twist, appealing to users who value both performance and personality

uilding on the success of its acclaimed V60

smartphone, vivo has unveiled a fresh new

color variant Berry Purple, a vibrant ad-

dition that perfectly blends elegance with
youthful energy. While retaining all the powerful
imaging capabilities, performance, and design excel-
lence of the V60, this new edition introduces a re-
freshing aesthetic designed to inspire creativity and
individuality.

Co-engineered with ZEISS, the vivo V60 con-
tinues to redefine portrait photography with profes-
sional-grade imaging features, a sleek quad-curved
design, and an ultra-durable build. Strengthening its
connection with audiences, vivo’s partnership with
Atif Aslam as the V Series ambassador reflects the
brand’s commitment to style, innovation, and artistic
expression. The vivo V60 continues to uphold ZEISS
Optical Standards, featuring a 50MP ZEISS Super
Telephoto Camera, S0MP ZEISS OIS Main Cam-
era, and S0MP ZEISS Group Selfie Camera. With
five versatile focal lengths (23mm to 100mm) and
advanced features like Al Four-Season Portrait and
Aura Light Portrait, users can capture emotional,
lifelike portraits across diverse settings. Ultra-clear
4K video recording on both front and rear cameras
adds further creative depth.

The new Berry Purple finish complements the
V60's elegant Equal-Depth Quad Curved Screen,

offering an immersive viewing experience with ul-
tra-slim bezels and graceful curvature on all four
sides. The color’s gradient tones reflect sophistica-

ensures all-day power and extended battery health.
The Snapdragon® 7 Gen 4 chipset, 12GB + 12GB
Extended RAM, and Ultra Large VC Smart Cooling

tion with a playful twist, appealing to users who val-
ue both performance and personality.

The V60's sleek body design remains a testament
to vivo’s craftsmanship durable, lightweight, and
built for comfort. Its minimalist Star Trail Camera
module maintains a clean and cohesive look, while
the vivid new hue adds a striking dimension to the
V Series lineup. Engineered for endurance, the V60
features Diamond Shield Glass, IP68 and IP69 dust
and water resistance, and innovative One-Tap Wa-
ter Ejection and Dust Removal features. A massive
6500mAh BlueVolt Battery with 90W FlashCharge

Vvivo V60 Go

Co-engineered with w

ZEISS Portrait So Pro

Cerren wih

o

System deliver a smooth and reliable performance
across gaming, photography, and multitasking.

The vivo V60 Berry Purple will be available across
Pakistan in 12GB + 256GB and 12GB + 512GB
variants at prices of Rs. 149,999 and Rs. 159,999
respectively. As with all vivo devices, the V60 Ber-
ry Purple comes with a one-year warranty, 15-day
free replacement, and 6-month accessory warranty.
It is PTA approved and compatible with all mobile
networks across Pakistan. Zong 4G users can enjoy
12GB of free mobile internet by inserting their SIM
card into Slot 1 (2GB/month for 6 months).

vivo launches official E-Store inPakistan
with exclusive offers and rewards

The vivo E-Store is designed to deliver a seamless online shopping experience with free
nationwide shipping, official brand warranty, and flexible payment options through major

bank credit cards

ivo, a leading global smartphone brand,

roudly announces the launch of its Official

‘ } E-Store in Pakistan, marking a significant

step in enhancing its digital retail ecosys-

tem. With this new platform, customers can now

explore and purchase the complete range of vivo

smartphones directly from the brand, ensuring con-
venience, authenticity, and exclusive rewards.

The vivo E-Store is designed to deliver a seam-
less online shopping experience with free nationwide
shipping, official brand warranty, and flexible pay-
ment options through major bank credit cards.

To celebrate this milestone, vivo is introducing a
special launch campaign from November 11 to No-
vember 21, 2025, offering exciting gifts, promotions,
and a lucky draw for early shoppers.

Launch Highlights

» Complete vivo Smartphone Range: Access the
full lineup of vivo smartphones directly from the
brand.

* Exclusive Launch Offers (11th-21stNovem-
ber): Enjoy free gifts with every purchase during the
launch period.

* Lucky Draw: One lucky customer who places
an order between 11thand 17thNovember will win
the latest vivo V60 Lite.

* Free Shipping Nationwide: Enjoy seamless
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doorstep delivery with no shipping charges.

» Official Brand Warranty: Every product pur-
chased through the E-Store is 100% genuine and
covered under vivo’s official warranty.

* Flexible Payment Options: Convenient install-
ment plans via major bank credit cards.

Introducing the Official

Vvivo E-Store

Shop Direct. Shop Secure. Shop with Rewards.

Exclusive launch gifts for early shoppers

During the launch period, customers can enjoy
a range of exciting complimentary gifts with their
purchases. These include smart accessories such as
smartwatches, earbuds, and hands-free items, add-
ing even more value to the shopping experience and
making each vivo smartphone purchase truly re-
warding.
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Speaking on the launch, Mr. Zohair Chohan,
Director Brand Strategy at vivo Pakistan, said:“The
launch of our official E-Store reflects vivo’s commit-
ment to providing customers with a direct, secure,
and rewarding online shopping experience. We are
excited to bring the entire vivo smartphone lineup

to our users’ fingertips, backed by exclusive benefits
and official brand assurance.” With the introduction
of its Official E-Store, vivo continues to strengthen
its customer-centric approach in Pakistan by making
innovation, convenience, and authenticity more ac-
cessible than ever before. The vivo E-Store officially
goes live on November 11, 2025. For more informa-
tion, please visit:https://shop.vivo.com/pk
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Starlink, VEON

+4 collaborate to expand
_J satellite connectivity

INn many states

X

e

VEON’s operations span across various countries, including

including P

.P‘
N |

akistan

Pakistan.Thisagreementsetsthestagefortheintroductionof
creative mobile service deliveryapproaches and addressing
connectivity challenges in the area. With the advancement
of satellite-based mobile services, collaborations such as
this are anticipated to be instrumental in enhancing global
access to mobile broadband and digital services

tarlink, a subsidiary of SpaceX, has signed
its largest direct-to-cell satellite connectivity
agreement with VEON, the parent company
of Jazz. This deal will allow VEON to inte-
grate Starlink’s satellite-based mobile services into
its networks across multiple countries, starting with
Beeline in Kazakhstan and Kyivstar in Ukraine.
VEON also operates in Pakistan, Bangladesh, and
Uzbekistan, providing ample opportunities to ex-
pand satellite connectivity services for its markets.

The agreement enables VEON to enhance its
existing mobile networks with satellite technolo-
gy, improving coverage in underserved areas and
boosting service reliability. While the partnership is
not exclusive, VEON is holding talks with other sat-
ellite connectivity providers like Amazon’s Project
Kuiper, AST SpaceMobile, and Eutelsat OneWeb,
indicating a growing interest in combining satellite
networks with traditional mobile infrastructure. By
collaborating with Starlink, VEON is exploring a
hybrid model of terrestrial and satellite-based mo-
bile service delivery to cater to customers in urban
and remote locations.

Starlink currently serves over seven million us-
ers globally and partners with telecom operators
in 11 countries. SpaceX operates a fleet of more
than 8,000 satellites, with around 650 dedicated to
direct-to-cell services. The VEON partnership is a
significant step in expanding global connectivity
through satellite networks. Leveraging Starlink’s
technology, VEON aims to enhance mobile cover-
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age, strengthen network reliability, and offer addi-
tional services to its subscriber base.

This collaboration underscores the increasing
integration of satellite and terrestrial networks in
the telecom sector, meeting the rising demand for
reliable connectivity in regions with limited con-
ventional infrastructure. With VEON’s presence in
multiple countries, including Pakistan, the agree-
ment paves the way for innovative mobile service
delivery models and bridging connectivity gaps
in the region. As satellite-based mobile services
evolve, partnerships like this one are expected to
play a crucial role in expanding access to mobile
broadband and digital services worldwide.

VEON Limited announced that Beeline Ka-

By collaborating with Starlink,
VEON is exploring a hybrid model
of terrestrial and satellite-based
mobile service delivery to cater to
customers in urban and remote
locations

zakhstan, its digital operator in Kazakhstan, is
partnering with Starlink Direct to Cell to provide
essential connectivity across the country, including
remote areas not covered by terrestrial networks.
During the official visit of the President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev,
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to the United States, Beeline Kazakhstan and the
Ministry of Artificial Intelligence and Digital De-
velopment signed a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) supporting Beeline Kazakhstan’s plans
to offer Direct to Cell satellite connectivity. Follow-
ing the commercial agreement signed in September,
Beeline Kazakhstan aims to launch messaging in
2026 and introduce data connectivity in subsequent
phases.

Beeline Kazakhstan is expanding its initiatives
to provide reliable mobile internet in remote areas
and isolated communities in Kazakhstan, the 9th
largest country in the world by land area. The com-
pany has extended its terrestrial network coverage
to villages with around 100 people and deployed
solar energy panels to power off-grid base stations.

Zhaslan Madiyev, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Artificial Intelligence and Digital De-
velopment of the Republic of Kazakhstan, em-
phasised the importance of the partnership with
Starlink in enhancing national infrastructure and
connectivity in remote areas. Evgeniy Nastradin,
CEO of Beeline Kazakhstan, highlighted the part-
nership’s role in providing reliable communication
across Kazakhstan, especially in remote regions.

VEON has signed a global framework agree-
ment with Starlink, setting the stage for future
collaboration on bringing Direct to Cell satellite
connectivity to all of VEON'’s operating markets.
This non-exclusive agreement makes VEON the
first global telecom operator to enter into such a
multi-country framework arrangement with Star-
link.

Beeline Kazakhstan's agreement to introduce
Starlink’s direct-to-cell satellite connectivity follows
the successful demonstration of messaging with
Starlink Direct to Cell by Kyivstar Group Ltd in
Ukraine earlier this year.

Kaan Terzioglu, VEON Group CEO, expressed
excitement about the collaboration with Starlink
Direct to Cell in Kazakhstan and Ukraine, high-
lighting the potential to offer integrated terrestrial
and satellite connectivity to VEON's subscribers
across all its markets. Beeline Kazakhstan’s testing
and commercial launch of Starlink Direct to Cell
services in Kazakhstan are subject to standard reg-
ulatory approvals.

VEON Limited plans to expand into ride-hail-
ing and deliveries in Kazakhstan as it seeks to build
an ecosystem in the nation of 20 million people to
boost revenue from digital services.

The Dubai-based telecommunications compa-
ny operates in countries including Pakistan and
Ukraine, while it uses the Beeline mark in Kazakh-
stan, its third-largest market by revenue. It’s looking
to diversify from a traditional, asset-heavy infra-
structure business and into digital services, accord-
ing to Chief Executive Officer Kaan Terzioglu.

VEON already agreed to acquire the Kazakh
unit of OLX Group’s online classifieds business. It
now aims to take on Kazakh fintech company Kas-
pi.kz, as well as local ride-hailing services operated
by tech firm Yandex.

The company gets 18% of its total revenues
from digital services, to boost that to 50% within
three years, Terzioglu said in an interview. In Ka-
zakhstan, VEON provides financial services via
its Simply platform, while a city may be picked to
start ride hailing and deliveries within the next 12
months, he said.

Competition in the Central Asian country has
intensified as banks build ecosystems to go beyond
lending, with one financial holding even developing
its own telecommunications operator.

VEON is seeking to introduce satellite-powered
mobile services to Kazakhstan after striking a deal
with Starlink Inc. The company plans to start roll-
ing out voice services over the next six months, with
customers able to send text messages in a couple of
months, according to Terzioglu.

“We see our market not only as telecoms, but
also financial services, entertainment, education
and health care,” Terzioglu said. “We want to be
number one or number two in every single one
of these key verticals that we see as our adjacent
markets.”
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Soulat Raza: a disciplined
soldier and a sensitive writer
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Soulat Raza’s three significant works, Kakoliyat, Paich-o-Taab-e-Zindagi, and Ghair
Fauji Column, depict him as a writer who skillfully transforms personal experiences
into elegant literary expressions

rigadier (Retd) Soulat Raza appears

through his writings as a personality

moulded not just by the challenges of

military service but also by a literary
sensibility finely tuned to the nuances of human
experience. His writings showcase him as an au-
thor who lived passionately, observed astutely,
and recounted generously. What sets his voice
apart is the harmony he strikes between the strict-
ness of discipline and the tenderness of introspec-
tion, which is seldom found in writers originating
from such rigorous institutional backgrounds as
the army.

His upbringing in Karachi's culturally intricate
Lines Area, against the backdrop of the turbulent
era of the 1990s, plays a quiet but unmistakable
role in shaping his feelings into maturity. The
era’s political volatility, the disquieting presence
of violence, and the nervous pulse of a city di-
vided by language and power became part of his
consciousness long before he entered military life.

These early impressions later surfaced in his
writing not as overt commentary but as an under-
current of awareness, an ability to sense human
fragility even within the structured certainty of a
soldier’s world.

Soulat Raza's three prominent books, includ-
ing Kakoliyat, Paich-o-Taab-e-Zindagi, and Ghair
Fauji Column, together form a portrait of a writer
who has learned to translate lived discipline into
literary grace. Kakoliyatstands out for its vivid de-
piction of cadet life.

Raza writes with an ease that makes the read-
er smile while absorbing the unspoken truths
embedded in the humour. The anecdotes feel un-
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forced, and the clarity of his storytelling brings to
life the routines, eccentricities, and bonds formed
within the training grounds. The charm of the
book lies in the way it turns the military academy,
often imagined as austere and intimidating, into
a place of youthful energy, unexpected laughter,
and memorable characters.

His autobiography, Paich-o-Taab-e-Zindagi,
offers a different register. Here, the humour soft-
ens, the observation deepens, and the narrative
acquires a contemplative tone. Raza does not
dramatise his achievements nor seek sympathy
through hardships. Instead, he writes with dis-

His contribution is particularly
valuable for individuals who want
to comprehend military life not as

a show, but as a genuine human

experience, rich in camaraderie,
challenges, responsibility, and
introspection

arming honesty, allowing both the triumphs and
confusions of his life to settle naturally into the
narrative.

The result is a memoir that feels credible and
humane, a journey marked by self-awareness rath-
er than self-display. It is a reminder that the mak-
ing of a soldier is not merely physical training or
professional duty but the continuous shaping of
inner resolve as well.

In Ghair Fauji Column, Soulat Raza steps
beyond military boundaries to examine the so-
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cial and political textures of everyday life. What
distinguishes these columns is their measured
wit—sharp enough to critique, gentle enough to
invite reflection. His tone remains balanced even
when he comments on societal inconsistencies.
He writes as someone who has seen systems from
the inside yet retains the openness to question
them. The social observations are thoughtful, the
humour never malicious, and the purpose quietly
reformative.

Collectively, these works highlight Raza'’s abil-
ity to merge the precision of a disciplined career
with the openness of a creative mind. His writing
does not rely on ornamentation; its power lies in
its sincerity, lucidity, and authenticity. If at cer-
tain moments his themes remain close to personal
experience rather than broader philosophical ex-
ploration, the trade is still rewarding for readers
who appreciate unembellished truth over literary
theatrics. His contribution is especially valuable
for those who wish to understand military life
not as spectacle but as a lived human experience,
full of camaraderie, struggle, duty, and quiet
reflection.

Soulat Raza ultimately stands as an author
who has carved a modest yet meaningful place in
contemporary Urdu prose. His works enrich the
literature of military life with warmth, insight,
and approachable storytelling. They offer readers
not only a glimpse into the disciplined corridors
of soldiering but also a view of the compassion-
ate mind that walks those corridors. Such writing
reminds us that behind every uniform is an inner
world, and Soulat Raza, through his thoughtful
prose, invites us graciously into his.
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14 set up cybercrime
1} control unit as NCCIA
~ lacks efficienc

IMMEDIATE ACTION REQUIRED

DATA EXPIRATION IN...
The government is reviewing how to improve the NCCIA’s
structure, efficiency, and accountability mechanisms
following recent corruption scandals that have damaged
its reputation. Consideration is also given to establishing
dedicated cybercrime desks in local police stations,
similar to India, where I'T experts assist police in handling

cyber-related complaints

he government has established the National

Cyber Crime Investigation Agency (NC-

CIA) alongside the Federal Investigation

Agency (FIA) to function independently
and efficiently. However, the agency’s effectiveness
has been hampered by corruption and misconduct
within its ranks. High-ranking officials, including
ministers and public servants, have expressed con-
cerns about the agency’s performance and integrity.
Corruption is deeply rooted in the culture of many
organisations, and adopting laws similar to those in
Saudi Arabia might be the only way to address this
entrenched problem.

Unsatisfied with the NCCIA’s performance, the
Punjab government has decided to set up its own ded-
icated unit to deal with the rising incidents of cyber-
crime within the province.

This decision was made during a meeting led by
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz. The Cybercrime
Wing will be established in Punjab to combat the
misuse of digital platforms, as decided during the
meeting.

A senior official explained that Punjab has faced
challenges in receiving effective and prompt respons-
es to complaints from the NCCIA. With cybercrime
increasing significantly in the province, Punjab recog-
nises the need for a specialised unit to confront this
issue. Despite efforts to cooperate with the federal
authority following the creation of the NCCIA, the
Punjab government has not seen satisfactory results.

The provincial government has also been dealing
with social media challenges, especially attacks by
political opponents.

Ministers, including Information Minister Azma
Bokhari, have lodged complaints with the NCCIA
against individuals involved in online defamation.
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Plans have also been announced to pursue legal ac-
tion against TV anchor Mubasher Lucman under
the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (Peca) for
alleged defamation.

Concerns have been raised about the potential use
of the proposed provincial cybercrime wing to target
political rivals.

The NCCIA itself is facing manpower shortages,
hindering its ability to process the increasing number
of complaints efficiently.

Punjab is confronting challenges
in addressing complaints
effectively and promptly in
NCCIA. A significant increase in
cybercrime in the province has
necessitated the Punjab govern-
ment to have a dedicated wing to
address this issue

INSIGHT |

The NCCIA receives thousands of complaints
each month, primarily related to account hacking,
harassment, and financial fraud. Challenges include
evidence collection and non-cooperation from social
media platforms in sharing data. The government
has not taken steps to enhance the capacity of the
investigating agency or provide training in advanced
cybercrime systems. Suggestions have been made to
build a cybercrime setup similar to the FBI for better
efficiency.

In light of the ongoing corruption investigations
involving officials of the National Cyber Crime In-
vestigation Agency (NCCIA) and the subsequent
registration of formal cases, there is a growing debate
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within government and influential circles regarding
the future of the agency. It is being considered to re-
store the Federal Investigation Agency’s (FIA) Cyber
Crime Wing to its previous role as the primary body
responsible for cybercrime investigations, particularly
in high-profile cases involving digital fraud, hacking,
and financial scams.

The government is reviewing the NCCIA's struc-
ture, efficiency, and accountability mechanisms fol-
lowing recent corruption scandals that have damaged
its reputation. There is also discussion about estab-
lishing dedicated cybercrime desks in local police
stations, similar to setups in India, where IT experts
would assist police in handling cyber-related com-
plaints. A final decision will be made after assessing
administrative feasibility and the necessity of an ef-
fective national mechanism to address increasing cy-
ber threats.

A case has been registered against 10 NCCIA offi-
cers, including two Additional Directors, Chinese na-
tionals, their Pakistani spouses, and other individuals,
for allegedly supporting

illegal activities at call centres and demanding
bribes for “protection.” Raids have been conducted
to apprehend the suspects involved in defrauding the
public through various scams. The case involves al-
legations of collecting bribes amounting to millions
of rupees per month, with former and current offi-
cers accused of unlawfully amassing around Rs250
million. The investigation revealed that the illegal
activities continued even after new officers were ap-
pointed, resulting in additional bribes being collect-
ed. The FIR details the collection of bribes in three
instalments and the recovery of digital evidence doc-
umenting the corruption.

The case has been registered under relevant sec-
tions of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) and the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act 1947 against NCCIA of-
ficers and FIA Cyber Crime Cell officers. The FIA
Anti-Corruption investigative team is conducting fur-
ther investigations and arrests to bring the accused to
justice. In a separate incident, seven NCCIA officers
resigned following allegations of bribery and corrup-
tion related to the arrest of YouTuber Saad ur Reh-
man,known as Ducky Bhai. Investigations revealed
close ties between senior NCCIA officers and Ducky
Bhai, leading to allegations of accepting bribes and
misusing their positions. Several officers involved in
the case disappeared, and arrests were made in con-
nection with the bribery scandal.

The ongoing investigations into corruption with-
in the NCCIA have uncovered a fraud network oper-
ating through call centres in Islamabad and Rawal-
pindi. Multiple call centres were raided, and key
evidence was seized implicating NCCIA officials in
the scam. Legal proceedings against the suspects are
expected to proceed, with new leadership appointed
within the agency to address the situation.

The First Information Report (FIR) filed on be-
half of the State under Inquiry No. 326/2025 reveals
that 15 call centres managed by Chinese and other
foreign nationals were identified within a private
housing society in Rawalpindi.

These centres were allegedly involved in defraud-
ing the public through online scams. The FIR alleges
that officers of the NCCIA received bribes amount-
ing to around Rs 15 million per month to protect the
perpetrators. Former and serving officials reportedly
received illicit payments totalling approximately PKR
250 million. After the NCCIA became independent
from the FIA, newly appointed officers continued
the corrupt practices, collecting an additional PKR
50 million in bribes. The payments were facilitated
through intermediaries.

Following the arrest of a Chinese national and 14
other foreign suspects, it is alleged that Rs21 million
was taken in bribes through a deal with a Pakistani
wife. Sub-Inspector is accused of physically assault-
ing the Chinese suspect and sending violent videos of
the incident to his wife via WhatsApp.

The bribes were received in three instalments, and
digital evidence, including videos and chat records,
has been recovered. The FIA Anti-Corruption Circle,
Islamabad, has registered a case under various sec-
tions of the Pakistan Penal Code and the Prevention
of Corruption Act, 1947.
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IMF prescribes remedy
for corrupt, politicised
economic system in

Pakistan has long faced challenges, including economic instability, policy
inconsistency, and governance failures. The recent release of the
"Governance and Corruption Diagnostic Assessment" by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) provides an external evaluation of Pakistan's y o
institutional weaknesses, following a period of many years. :
The report highlights corruption, structural distortions, elite influence,
policy manipulation, and institutional fragility as hindering Pakistan's
economic progress. The IMF suggests that implementing

recommended reforms could enable Pakistan to achieve

5-6.5% GDP growth over the next five years, offering a s1gn1ficant
opportunity for the country. At the same time, the . -

IMF has warned that failure to act could

worsen economic and institutional decline. 4

Indicators show a lack of control over corruption,

impacting public spending efficiency, revenue

collection, and trust in the legal system.

The scriber in this write-up has delved

into the IMF's findings

comprehensively and

analytically for
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he International Monetary Fund (IMF)

has released its Governance and Corrup-

tion Diagnostic Assessment (GCDA) for

Pakistan, highlighting ongoing corrup-
tion issues emanating from structural deficiencies
in state institu-
tions. The IMF
report calls for the
immediate imple-
mentation of a
15-point reform
plan to enhance
transparency, eq-
vity, and hones-
ty to streamline
the economy to
achieve a high-
er GDP growth

Shehbaz Sharif
Prime Minister of Pakistan
1

within the next five years.

The IMF report saliently discusses the follow-
ing areas which erode Pakistan’s economy.

Elite capture — The root cause of Pakistan’s
governance crisis

The IMF report highlights Elite Capture as a
critical and politically sensitive issue in Pakistan,
where powerful groups control state policies, reg-
ulations, and national resources. Specific interest
groups, such as large corporate families, political
elites, influential bureaucratic networks, powerful
landholding classes, sectoral lobby groups, and
individuals within state-owned entities, dispropor-
tionately influence key institutions in the country.
This influence results in laws being shaped to fa-
vour private interests, tax exemptions and subsidies
being provided to select groups, regulatory bodies
being weakened to protect elite economic interests,
hindering competitive markets, and limiting oppor-
tunities for small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
and ordinary citizens.

The report underscores that Elite Capture hin-
ders Pakistan’s long-term development by turning
public institutions into tools for private gains.

Tax System — Complex, politicised, and fa-
vouring the privileged

The IMF has expressed grave concern at Paki-
stan’s tax system, calling it overly complex, frag-
mented, inequitable, and vulnerable to political in-
terference. The IMF assessment points out various
weaknesses, including excessive tax exemptions,
heavy reliance on withholding taxes, insufficient

.k

audit capacity, inconsistent enforcement, lack of
digitalisation, prolonged tax litigation, and poten-
tial corruption. The report suggests that the tax sys-
tem disproportionately burdens certain segments
of society while favouring the wealthy. To address
these issues, the IMF recommends eliminating
special tax regimes, making the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) an independent professional body,
simplifying and digitalising tax processes, strength-
ening audit-based enforcement, ensuring transpar-
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ency in tax appeals, and restricting exemptions
to specific areas. These reforms could potentially
boost revenue by 2-3% of GDP, as per the IMF’s
estimation.

Public financial management —Lack of trans-
parency in budgeting

The IMF has expressed dissatisfaction with Pa-
kistan’s budget system for being non-transparent,
ad hoc, and prone to manipulation.

Key issues therein include unauthorised sup-
plementary grants, political allocation of devel-
opment funds, off-book projects, weak financial
control, outdated cash management, and lack of
long-term debt planning. The IMF recommends
restoring central oversight by Parliament, requiring
advance approval for spending, timely budget pub-
lication, a digital public finance system, and feder-
al-provincial fiscal coordination. Transparent pub-
lic finance is crucial for rebuilding trust. The IMF
also calls for the immediate publication of the first
annual report of the SIFC, detailing investments
and concessions.

It says State-Owned Enterprises in Pakistan
face inefficiencies, political interference, financial
losses, lack of professionalism, weak disclosures,
lack of disci-
pline, and patron-
age-driven  em-
ployment. IMF
proposes reforms
like  profession-
alising  boards,
ensuring manage-
ment autonomy,
restructuring  or
privatising failing
entities, mandat-
ing performance
reports, focusing on energy, railways, and aviation
sectors, and estimating potential GDP savings
through SOE reforms.

Judiciary & rule of law —Impeding economic
growth

Ontop of the economic dwindling was a judicial
sector that is organisationally complex, is unable to
reliably enforce contracts or protect property rights

qvi
f Pakistan

The report underscores that
Elite Capture hinders
Pakistan’s long-term
development by turning pub-
lic institutions into tools for
private gains

due to problems with efficiency, antiquated laws,
and the integrity of judges and judicial personnel.

The IMF highlights significant deficiencies
in Pakistan’s judicial system, which have a direct
negative impact on economic growth. Weakness-
es identified include prolonged court cases, ineffi-
cient resolution of commercial disputes, unreliable
contract enforcement, uncertain regulatory and
business litigation, and rare final judgments in cor-
ruption cases. These inefficiencies lead to reduced
investor confidence, increased cost of doing busi-
ness, slowed local and foreign investment, and un-
predictable economic decision-making. The IMF
estimates that judicial inefficiency alone could be
costing Pakistan up to 2% of GDP.

AML/CFT & financial transparency — Frag-
ile compliance with FATF standards

Despite exiting the FATF grey list, Pakistan’s
Anti-Money Laundering (AML) system remains
fragile, according to the IMF. Findings indicate
inconsistent identification of Politically Exposed
Persons (PEPs) and, lack of automated screening
tools. In some institutions, incomplete Suspicious
Transaction Reports, varying AML compliance
levels across entities, and heavy reliance on manual
procedures have been detected.

Recommendations include aligning with FATF
standards, adopting modern AML technology, es-
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tablishing automated red-flag indicators, develop-
ing clear criteria for a national PEP list, enhancing
real-time data sharing, and emphasising financial
transparencyfor global credibility.

Regulatory capture — Influence on oversight
bodies

The global
monetary agency
views that Paki-
stan’s regulatory
institutions  are
heavily influ-
enced by both
the government
and powerful
private  entities.
The Competi-
tion Commission
(CCP) is constrained by financial and political
pressures, OGRA is influenced by industry inter-
ests, NEPRA faces pressure in setting tariffs, PTA
is controlled by the government, and SECP is sus-
ceptible to business lobbying. This has resulted in
anti-competitive pricing, restricted market access,
disadvantages for consumers, and inadequate in-
vestor protection. The IMF recommends granting
regulators financial and operational independence,
ensuring merit-based appointments, conducting
annual performance audits, and strengthening
competition laws.

Digital governance — Lagging behind in tech-
nology

The IMF report highlights significant gaps in
Pakistan’s digital public administration, including
manual approvals, paper-based files, disconnected
databases, a lack of real-time monitoring, a short-
age of skilled IT staff, and potential corruption due
to opacity.

The IMF recommendations include full digital-
isation of public finance systems, implementation
of Al-based auditing tools, creation of an integrat-
ed national data platform, introduction of digital
procurementprocesses, and online migration of
tax and customs functions. The IMF estimates that
digital reforms could result in significant annual
savings.

Energy sector crisis — Circular debt straining
the economy

Pakistan’s energy sector remains a major lia-
bility, with circular debt continuing to rise, power
distribution companies facing political interfer-
ence, high theft and line losses, inconsistent tar-
iff structures, and a lack of transparency in fuel
procurement. The IMF recommends comprehen-
sive reforms for power distribution companies,
transparent procurement mechanisms, reduction
of losses with accountability, merit-based man-
agement, and implementation of a plan to reduce
circular debt. Energy sector reform is crucial for
economic recovery, according to the IMF.

The high-stakes crossroads —Critical junc-
ture for reform

The IMF report outlines two potential paths
for Pakistan’s future: significant GDP growth, im-
proved investment climate, restored public trust
in institutions, reduced losses from state-owned
enterprises, decreased corruption vulnerabilities,
and eased debt burden if reforms are successful.
However, failure to implement reforms could lead
to institutional decay, loss of investor confidence,
increased political and economic instability, rising
debt and deficits, constrained economic growth,
and long-term breakdown.

The IMF emphasises that Pakistan’s challenges
are surmountable, but time is running out, urging
the country to make decisive choices.

Conclusion — narrow path forward

The IMF’s Governance Diagnostic serves as
a detailed roadmap for Pakistan, emphasising the
need for transparency, institutional strengthening,
and adherence to the rule of law to reverse years
of decline. Pakistan must choose between reform
and regression, as there is no middle ground. The
IMF stresses that difficult decisions cannot be post-
poned any longer, and the country must act swiftly
to address its governance challenges.
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Private schools

¢ lucrative

business in Pakistan
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These investors exploit students through various means
like organising tours, bazaars, colour days, and other events
to earn extra money beyond the sale of books, copies, and

uniforms with school logos

urrently, businesses in the education and

healthcare sectors are the most profitable

and secure in Pakistan. Both sectors are

highly profitable and enjoy a relaxation
of set taxes according to their suitability, without
facing the hardships of the tax authorities, such
as the FBR. While these businesses claim to serve
humanity, they mostly exploit people by charging
exorbitant fees on the pretext of providing a better
future and good health. Let’s discuss the issues in
the education sector and address the health sector
problems.

Local investors are minting billions of rupees
by franchising educational chains, paying mini-
mal amounts for salaries, rent, utilities, and other
expenses. They often fail to comply with govern-
ment-mandated minimum wages and incentives.
These investors exploit students through various
means, like organising tours, bazaars, colour days,
and other events to earn extra money beyond the
sale of books, copies, and uniforms with school
logos. The Competition Commission of Pakistan
(CCP) has taken regulatory action against major
private education provid-

dition that necessities like uniforms, stationery and
notebooks, etc. for the students would be purchased
from shops they would recommend. The inquiry
found that:

Schools secretly partner with specific vendors or
sell “study packs” directly via online portals.

Students are strictly prohibited from using ge-
neric notebooks or uniforms from the open market.

Logo-branded items are sold at up to 280%
higher prices compared to similar quality items in
the open market.

Since switching schools involves additional high
admission fees and travel constraints, parents can-
not prefer to shift their kids to other educational in-
stitutions. Therefore, they are forced to accept these
unfair trading conditions without resistance.

This monopoly behaviour of the school admin-
istration upsets the household budget of the family.
The CCP observed that these practices are destroy-
ing the open market. By appointing exclusive ven-
dors, these school systems effectively foreclose the
market for thousands of small stationers, uniform
sellers, and retailers across Pakistan.

Currently, private in-

ers. These schools force According to the British Council,
one lakh candidates are expec'ted

parents to purchase over-
priced, logo-branded uni-

stitutions share nearly
50% of the students across
the country, getting many

forms and stationery from O appear in the O-level examina- times higher amounts from
the recommended vendors, tjon this year. The examination feethe parents compared to

creating artificial barriers
and inflating prices for
mandatory supplies.

for eight subjects in O-level is
Rs. 211,000

public schools. With high
inflation already straining
wallets, this “forced com-

The CCP’s inquiry re-
vealed a disturbing economic reality for families.
Once a student secures admission, the school effec-
tively holds a 100% market share over that student’s
educational needs. Consequently, parents become
“locked-in” or “captive consumers”.

Schools exploit this position through “tying ar-
rangements”. They enrol the students on the con-
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mercialisation” has placed
an immense financial burden on millions of fami-
lies. The school systems named in the show-cause
notices operate hundreds of campuses nationwide.
The list includes Beaconhouse School System, The
City School, LGS, Roots, Headstart, Froebels,
Westminster International, KIPS, Allied Schools,
Super Nova, Dar-e-Arqam, The Smart School,
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STEP School, United Charter Schools and CAPS.

The CCP has called these schools to submit a
separate reply to these allegations. If the schools
fail to justify their practices, they are likely to face
severe consequences. Under the Competition Act,
2010, the Commission can impose a penalty of up
to 10% of the school’s annual turnover or Rs 750
million, whichever is higher.

On the flip side, billions of rupees are being
transferred to other countries. According to the
British Council, one lakh candidates are expected
to appear in the O-level examination this year. The
examination fee for eight subjects in O-level is Rs.
211,000. This means that the Cambridge Board will
receive Rs. 21 billion from Pakistan for just one
O-level examination, which is more than the fed-
eral government’s annual higher education budget
of Rs. 6 billion. Itis concemmg to see the elite class

spending such a large amount on just one examina-
tion when this amount could cover the budget of
Quaid-e-Azam University for seven years, exclud-
ing the amount paid by A-level, IGCSE, and GCSE
students.

The total amount collected by Cambridge Uni-
versity for O-level, A-level, and IGCSE examina-
tions, held twice a year. They add up to around Rs
30 billion. This means that just one university is
earning billions from Pakistan.

American schools, Pak-Turk schools, and for-
eign university campuses are all earning huge prof-
its, while international educational institutions are
exploiting the wvulnerabilities of our system not
only to make money but also to lure away our tal-
ented children. Crucial to consider the system that
is draining the people’s resources without their
knowledge. We must unite against this situation
and refuse to support these imposed systems.

Working on Al in the education sector is going
fast, as Artificial Intelligence (AI) is changing the
education sector globally, providing means to make
learning easy. Most Asian countries, like China,
Japan, and Singapore, have introduced Al in the
education sector to utilise its potential to customise
learning and address current challenges.

Meanwhile, education in Pakistan is facing ma-
jor challenges like poor infrastructure, socio-eco-
nomic issues, and policy strategies, highlighting the
need to explore the potential of Al. The potential
of Al to revolutionise Pakistan’s education system,
existing challenges, and its position in the coming
years, is beyond any doubt.

Educators and administrators can now leverage
Al to analyse vast amounts of data, providing in-
sights that drive informed decisions and strategies.
Additionally, Al is breaking down education barri-
ers, thanks to tools that support students with differ-
ent needs and learning styles. As Al evolves, its po-
tential to transform education grows, setting the stage
for a future where learning is more personalised and
effective.
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akistan is facing an enhanced threat as

drug traffickers are making large-scale use

of online platforms, including encrypted

messaging apps, digital payments, and the
Dark Web, which has made it a challenge to detect
and control drug markets that pose a significant risk
to the country’s youth. These concerns were raised
during a high-level session organised by the Insti-
tute of Regional Studies (IRS) Cyber Security Pro-
gram, led by Alina Fayaz, in Islamabad. The ses-
sion brought together diplomats, security experts,
and law enforcement officials to address the grow-
ing digital drug networks and explore strategies to
combat them.

Ambassador Jauhar Saleem, President of IRS,
emphasised the need to enhance state capacities,
train cyber domain specialists, and upgrade inves-
tigative agencies like the FIA to tackle the evolving
threat of online drug trafficking. He stressed the
importance of inter-agency collaboration and in-
formation-sharing to effectively counter the sophis-
ticated digital tactics employed by drug traffickers.

Troels Vester, UNODC Country Representa-
tive, highlighted the Dark Web's role in facilitating
cybercrime and providing anonymity for illicit ac-
tivities, including drug distribution. He pointed out
the misuse of messaging applications for drug traf-
ficking and the adoption of e-commerce models by
criminal networks, making it harder for authorities
to detect and disrupt drug trafficking operations.
Vester underscored the urgency of a coordinated
and technology-driven response to address the ex-
panding online drug markets in Pakistan.

Oliver Gadney, Programme Coordinator at
UNODC Headquarters, shared insights on tech-
nological tools and investigative methodologies to
combat dark-net-based crime. He emphasised the
challenges in tracing online trafficking networks
and the importance of inter-agency cooperation to
disrupt the financial infrastructure of criminal en-
terprises. Gadney highlighted the need for law en-
forcement to adapt to rapidly evolving digital land-
scapes while maintaining empathy for individuals
struggling with drug addiction.

Ambassador Mansoor Khan, former Chair of
the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND),
highlighted Afghanistan and Pakistan’s role in the
context of production and transit routes for opiates
in the region. He raised concerns about the vulnera-
bility of educational institutions to drug trafficking
networks, with students being targeted as key distri-
bution channels. Khan emphasised the youth's sus-
ceptibility to drug use, driven by factors like stress,
peer pressure, and accessibility, calling for en-
hanced efforts to combat trafficking through digital
and traditional routes. In conclusion, Ambassador
Saleem stressed the importance of a comprehensive
approach, including strengthened border controls,
enhanced monitoring mechanisms, awareness cam-
paigns, and coordinated institutional responses to
effectively address the emerging threats of digital
and transnational drug trafficking.

According to India, the so-called agency, the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), has highlighted
a significant increase in drug smuggling operations
utilising drones in the Punjab State. This alarm-
ing trend is occurring in proximity to the so-called
“death crescent,” which encompasses Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and Iran, as well
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Rising online drug
trade becomes
challenge to control
this menace

Troels Vester, UNODC Count Representative, highlighted

the Dark Web’srole in facilitating cybercrime and providing
anonymity for illicit activities, including drug distribution.
He pointed out the misuse of messaging applications for
drug trafficking and the adoption of e-commerce models
by criminal networks, making it harder for authorities to
detect and disrupt drug trafficking operations

forms. Having recently faced a significant attack, it
seeks to address its own challenges while also ensur-
ing that it is not unjustly implicated in schemes in-
tended to tarnish its international image. However,
these efforts have often been met with limited suc-
cess, as accusations directed at Pakistan frequently
falter under scrutiny. The complexity of this situ-
ation highlights the ongoing struggle both nations
face in addressing the multifaceted challenges of
drug trafficking and its associated crimes.
Pakistan’s anti-narcotics agencies, such as ANF

as the “death triangle,”
comprising Myanmar,

Drug dealers target universities
Tt > apprehendin,

Thailand, and Laos—both ald _col_leges, explomn‘g stuc%ents PP g

of which are recognised as curiosity and stress. The shift to

and CNF, have carried out
numerous successful raids,
criminals
and groups involved in seri-
ous crimes and seizing mil-

major global hotspots forp]ine drug transactions has madelions of dollars’ worth of

drug production. Further-
more, coastal regions such

as Mumbai, Gujarat, Ker- leading to serious consequences

access easier and harder to trace, heroin. Additionally, they

have recovered a quadcop-
er drone and its related

ala, and Tamil Nadu are
increasingly being exploited as routes for smuggling
synthetic drugs and their precursors.

In the context of this growing issue, India has
once again pointed the finger at Pakistan, alleg-
ing its involvement in drone-assisted drug traffick-
ing. However, these claims lack strong evidence to
substantiate them. Meanwhile, Pakistan is actively
combating this grave issue on international plat-
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equipment. The use of
technology in drug trafficking is a concerning trend,
with smugglers using drones to avoid detection and
distribute harmful drugs like heroin, especially tar-
geting young people. The ANF remains committed
to combating the misuse of technology and ensur-
ing a drug-free and secure Pakistan.

Recently, the CNF conducted a successful op-
eration based on reliable intelligence, capturing an
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organised group engaged in drug trafficking via
drones. The operation resulted in the seizure of
heroin, three drones, two submachine guns with
ammunition, a pistol, and two unregistered motor-
cycles.

In a separate operation in Gujranwala, the
CNF arrested a drug dealer and seized significant
amounts of narcotics and weapons.

Pakistan is grappling with the drug menace
that is affecting its youth and future. Drug abuse
has spread to educational institutions and digital
spaces, with a rise in synthetic drugs like metham-
phetamine and Ecstasy. The country has become
a hub for drug trafficking networks operating be-
tween the Gulf region and Pakistan, leading to visa
restrictions and reputational damage. The upcom-
ing Pak-GCC Counter-Narcotics Conference aims
to address this crisis by enhancing cooperation and
dismantling trafficking organisations. Despite chal-
lenges, ANF Pakistan is dedicated to fighting drug
trafficking across various fronts. Over 8.9 million
Pakistanis struggle with substance abuse, with the
youth being the most affected. Drug dealers target
universities and colleges, exploiting students’ curi-
osity and stress. The shift to online drug transac-
tions has made access easier and harder to trace,
leading to devastating consequences. The rise of
synthetic drugs has worsened the situation, leading
to severe health issues and increased crime rates.
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vivo unveils OriginOS
Globally, defining
smoothness mastery
for the next mobile era

SHI Yujian, Senior Vice President and Chief Technology
Officer at vivo, stated that vivo has expanded its global
presence for years with the principle of ‘More Local, More
Global, ‘ focusing on creating products and experiences
thatcater to users’ needs. As vivo celebrates its 30th
anniversary, it is introducing OriginOS globally. OriginOS
6, guided by the ‘Origin Design’ philosophy and centered
on smoothness, design, and Al, aims to redefine the user
experience in the digital world

ivo announced the global launch of vivo
OriginOS, the company’s most advanced
‘ } operating system, redefining human-com-

puter interaction in the Al era.

Vvivo

oriaiNos 6

Smooth at Origin

‘\—"

“For years, vivo has deepened its global pres-
ence under the principle of ‘More Local, More
Global,’ and continues to create products and ex-
periences that stay true to users’ needs,” said SHI
Yujian, Senior Vice President and Chief Technol-
ogy Officer at vivo. “As we celebrate vivo’s 30th
anniversary, we are taking the next step with the
global debut of OriginOS. Guided by our ‘Origin
Design’ philosophy and built on three core pil-
lars of smoothness, design and Al, the brand new
OriginOS 6 reimagines the way people connect
with the digital world.”

Smoothness mastery: Look smooth, feel
smooth, stay smooth

Smoothness lies at the heart of OriginOS 6—
more than a feature, it represents a new standard
of mastery. The new Origin Smooth Engine en-
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ables seamless collaboration among the system’s
core modules, computing, storage, and display,
and delivers an all-around experience that looks
smooth, feels smooth, and stays smooth over time.

Mastery of Smoothness

The 8+1 Ultra-Core Computing keeps crit-
ical tasks running first, improving app cold-start
speed by 18.5% and frame-rate stability by 10.5%.
Memory Fusion accelerates data loading by 106%,
while Dual Rendering boosts animation perfor-
mance by 35% and keeps frame rates 11% steadier
under heavy loads.

Beyond the moment,
smoothness endures. The latest
vivo X300 Pro with OriginOS 6
has earned SGS certification for

sustained smoothness,
simulating five years of
heavy use

Smoothness is first seen on screen through the
Origin Animation system, which enhances the vi-
sual experience with motion effects such as Spring
Animation, Blur Transition, Morphing Anima-
tion, and One Shot Animation, giving each touch
a natural rhythm and visual coherence.

It’s also smooth to the touch. vivo’s indus-
try-first Snap-Up Engine prioritizes computing
power for high-demand actions such as ticketing,
keeping users one step ahead. Paired with faster
app launches, up to 16% quicker when opening
50 consecutive apps, and a refined touch response
that’s 41% faster, every tap and swipe feels effort-
lessly smooth.

Beyond the moment, smoothness endures. The
latest vivo X300 Pro with OriginOS 6 has earned
SGS certification for sustained smoothness, simu-
lating five years of heavy use. Together, these inno-
vations define vivo’s mastery of smoothness—an
experience users can see, feel, and rely on every
day.

Intuitive design inspired by nature

Inspired by nature and grounded in how peo-
ple experience the world, OriginOS 6 is designed
to make digital life more intuitive, effortless, and

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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delightful.

The Origin Design system unifies visual ele-
ments including color, shape, icon, image, font,
layout, material and depth, with simplicity and
precision. The new brand font, vivo Sans ,supports
over 40 languages, and the symbols now feature-
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fully variable and adjustableweight for the first
time. With Dynamic Glow and Translucent Color,
light flows across materials, adding depth and im-
mersive vibrancy to every interaction.

Bringing life’s sensibilities into the digital
world, vivo has also reimagined app design. From
checking device status in iManager to tracking
well-being in Origin Health, users can focus on
ongoing tasks and get things done with ease. The
new Immersive Weather further allows users to ex-
plore weather in an innovative digital form.

OriginOS 6 also inspires personal expression.
The new Lock Screen Grid allows users to arrange
and resize widgets freely, customize fonts, and
combine photos for instant updates. A reimagined
Home Screen Grid introduces a sleek 4x7 layout
and adaptive folders, and the Flip Cards bring ev-
eryday photos to life with dynamic, living display
that shifts naturally as you tilt the device.

vivo Al empowering a new personal intelli-
gence experience

vivo Al propels OriginOS 6 into a new chap-
ter of personal intelligence. In close collaboration
with Google, it brings the upgraded Gemini and
Circle to Search, delivering a smarter and more in-
tuitive experience.

/
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Further, as a new, natural and intuitive form
of interaction, the new Origin Island surfaces re-
al-time status at the top of the screen and remains
visible when you leave apps, integrated with An-
droid 16’s Live Updates integration. It offers
contextual suggestions you can act on instantly,
enabling Copy & Go—copy a phone number to
call, text or save as a new contact, or copy meeting
details to create a calendar item, and Drag & Go—
edit a photo, for example, and drag it to Origin
Island to continue in the suggested app without
switching.

vivo Al transforms both creativity and produc-
tivity across everyday scenarios. In imaging capa-
bilities, the new Al Retouch integrates Al Erase,
Al Image Expander, and Al Photo Enhance into
a single, seamless workflow for effortless enhance-
ment.In everyday productivity, vivo Al empowers
communication, document handling, content cre-
ation, and information search through intelligent
tools such as Smart Call Assistant, DocMaster, Al
Creation, and Al Search—making daily work sim-
pler and more efficient.

Extending beyond a single device, vivo Al en-
ables seamless collaboration through features such
as the Office Kit and One-Tap Transfer , to keep
work and creativity flowing effortlessly across de-
vices and platforms.

Security and endurance to rely on

OriginOS 6 strengthens protection with the
vivo Security brand to safeguard data security and
privacy, ensuring transparency and control, on-de-
vice intelligence, and data minimization. The
upgraded BlueVolt technology further improves
power efficiency and charging stability, keeping
performance cool, stable and long-lasting.

Availability

OriginOS 6 will begin rolling out globally in
phases starting from November 2025. Further up-
grade plan may vary by markets.
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Reko Dig bound to
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project will be distributed

among various entities, with a total cash flow projected at
$70 billion. The Balochistan government is expected to
receive $26 billion, the federal government $11 billion, and
three national agencies collectively receiving $15 billion.
These allocations highlight the long-term value of the
project for both provincial and federal stakeholders

akistan is geared up for a significant eco-
nomic breakthrough with the Reko Diq
Copper-Gold Project in Balochistan nearing
financial close. This flagship mining project
is estimated to generate $53 billion in national reve-
nue over 37 years and create 7,500 jobs for local com-
munities, to underline one of the most substantial
economic developments in the country’s history.
Officials have indicated that the financial close is
expected next month, with construction set to com-
mence in 2028. This timeline represents a significant
milestone for the project, which has already garnered
international interest and funding commitments.
The Reko Diq project has two phases of execu-
tion, with the first phase of this $7.7 billion initiative
requiring $3.5 billion in financing. Construction costs

mineral markets.

The financial benefits of the project will be dis-
tributed among various entities, with a total cash
flow projected at $70 billion. The Balochistan gov-
ernment is expected to receive $26 billion, the federal
government $11 billion, and three national agencies
collectively receiving $15 billion. These allocations
highlight the long-term value of the project for both
provincial and federal stakeholders.

In addition to economic gains, the Reko Diq proj-
ect aims to uplift local communities through initia-
tives such as providing clean drinking water, improv-
ing primary schools, and offering skills development
programmes. Efforts are underway to raise living
standards in the region, with 380 residents from the
Chagai district already completing vocational train-

are estimated to be between

ing and 27 students award-

$5.6 billion and $6 billion. In addition to economic gainss the o4 scholarships for interna-
During this phase, annual Reko Diq project aims to uplift tional study, demonstrating

production is anticipated
to reach 260,000 tonnes of

local communities through

a commitment to inclusive
and sustainable growth.

copper and 300,000 ounc- INitiatives such as providing clean ofcials have assured that
es of gold, underscoringdrinking water, enhancing primarythere are no security con-

the project’s substantial re-
source potential.
The second phase is set

schools, and offering skills
development programs

cerns linked to the project,
providing reassurance to in-
vestors and boosting confi-

to begin in 2032, with pro-
jected costs ranging from $3 billion to $3.6 billion.
Once operational, annual output will see a significant
increase, with production levels reaching 400,000
tonnes of copper and 500,000 ounces of gold. This
expansion will bolster Pakistan’s standing in global
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dence in future operations.
International financing of $2.5 billion has already
been secured, with ongoing discussions with major
institutions such as the World Bank, Asian Develop-
ment Bank, IFC, and the governments of the United
States and Japan to close the remaining funding gap.
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As preparations accelerate, anticipation continues to
grow around one of the most promising ventures in
the country.

A couple of months ago, Pakistan highlighted
the significant potential of mining cooperation with-
in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
at the 4th Asia Mining Innovation and Develop-
ment Summit in Beijing. Deputy Head of Mission
Bilal Mahmood Chaudhary delivered the keynote
address, emphasising the transformative impact of
such collaboration.

In his address, Bilal Mahmood Chaudhary high-
lighted Pakistan’s abundant mineral resources, in-
cluding reserves of 186 billion tonnes of coal, over 5
million tonnes of copper, and 400 tonnes of gold at
the Reko Dig mine, as well as 500 million tonnes of
iron ore. These resources position Pakistan as a key
player in the regional industrial landscape, especially
as CPEC progresses into its second phase, focusing
on value addition and downstream processing.

The deputy head of mission explained to the
participants the complementarity between Pakistan’s
mineral wealth and China’s advanced mining tech-
nologies, emphasising the potential for mutually
beneficial partnerships under CPEC Phase-II, in line
with the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) objectives.
Chaudhary also mentioned recent infrastructure de-
velopments, such as the $2.3 billion railway project
connecting mining areas to Gwadar Port, expected
to increase the port’s annual capacity to 2 million
tonnes by 2030.

He cited successful collaborations like the Saindak
Copper-Gold Mine and the Duddar Lead-Zinc Mine
to highlight the fruitful cooperation that have led to
employment opportunities and technology transfer.
To attract further investment, Bilal Chaudhary out-
lined Pakistan’s policy improvements, including the
National Minerals Harmonisation Framework 2025,
which offers tax benefits and streamlined licensing
procedures through the Special Investment Facilita-
tion Council (SIFC). On the other hand, addressing
the 24th Shanghai Cooperation Organisation sum-
mit in Moscow, Pakistan’s top diplomat says the bloc
must utilise available tools to finance connectivity
projects, expand the university network

Pakistan urged the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCQO) to accelerate economic integration
by operationalising financial tools such as the pro-
posed SCO Development Bank and expanding its
university network for regional prosperity.

Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar while addressing the summit said
achieving the shared objectives of prosperity for the
people required “deeper partnerships across trade,
economy, culture, and humanitarian cooperation.”

“We propose to operationalize financial tools for
the promotion of trade and economy, while our ef-
forts continue to make available diversified financial
tools such as the SCO Development Bank and de-
velopment and investment funds for our economies
and businesses,” he said.

“We must aggressively utilise the tools already
at our disposals, like the SCO interbank consortium
to finance connectivity and technical collaboration
projects,” Dar added.

The SCO had decided to establish a Develop-
ment Bank at the 25th summit of heads of state
and government in the northern Chinese port city
of Tianjin.

To build human capital, Dar proposed expand-
ing the SCO university network into “a consortium
for applied knowledge,” and said it would facilitate
not just student exchanges, but also joint research
programs in critical fields such as information tech-
nology, artificial intelligence, water resource man-
agement, agriculture, and telemedicine.

Dar said that Islamabad has developed a tech-
nology-driven proactive disaster management sys-
tem and is keen to organise simulation exercises
with SEO partners to bolster disaster preparedness
across the region. Reaffirming Pakistan's commit-
ment to the bloc, Dar said the SCO should become a
“launch pad for shared success,” driving innovation,
interconnectedness, and deeper integration across
the region. The SCO is composed of 10 member
states, two observer states, and 14 dialogue partners.

Ayyaz Fayyz
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Of the total locally manufactured phones, 13.2 million were
smartphones and 11.9 million were 2G devices. PTA reports
that 70 percent of devices used on Pakistani networks are
smartphones, with the remaining 30 percent being 2G
phones, showing the increasing adoption of smartphones

across the country

akistan's mobile phone manufacturing

sector continued to grow in 2025, with lo-

cal plants producing 25.11 million phones

in the first ten months. Meanwhile, just
1.7 million units were imported. This progress is
mainly due to the manufacturing ecosystems es-
tablished by leading Chinese smartphone compa-
nies that heavily invested in Pakistan’s assembly
infrastructure, supply chains, and workforce de-
velopment.

Data from October 2025 shows that 2.33 mil-
lion mobile phones were manufactured locally,
while imports were just 0.2 million units, indicat-
ing a clear shift towards local production.

From January to October this year, out of the
total locally manufactured phones, 13.2 million
were smartphones and 11.9 million were 2G de-
vices. The Pakistan Telecommunication Authori-
ty (PTA) reports that 70 percent of devices used
on Pakistani networks are smartphones, with the
remaining 30 percent being 2G phones, reflecting
the rising adoption of smartphones countrywide.

Despite strong local manufacturing, the value
of mobile phone imports in Pakistan has risen sig-
nificantly. In the first four months of the fiscal year
2025-26 (July—October), mobile phones worth
$644.604 million were imported, marking a 53.18
percent increase compared to the same period last
year.

In Pak rupees, mobile phone imports reached
Rs 182.126 billion during July-October 2025, a
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55.64 percent increase from the same period in the
preceding year.

Although month-to-month data shows a dip in
imports, the overall trend reflects a rise in the val-
ue of imported mobile phones due to higher costs
of international brands and currency fluctuations.

The local manufacturing sector in Pakistan is
steadily growing, reducing reliance on imports.
However, the value of imports continues to rise,
highlighting the need for further support of local

assembly to decrease dependency. Leading brands
such as vivo, Infinix, TECNO, itel, Samsung, Red-
mi, realme, QMobile, VGO TEL, and G’Five have
demonstrated consistent market growth, indicat-
ing changing consumer preferences and increasing
smartphone penetration.
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As Pakistan’s digital economy expands, indus-
try analysts expect mid-range brands to continue
shaping the country’s mobile landscape into 2026.

Despite advances in local manufacturing, most
high-end flagship devices, including iPhones and
premium Samsung models, are still imported.
These devices are not yet assembled within Pa-
kistan, which keeps mobile import costs high.
Industry experts warn that unless local assembly
includes flagship models, import expenses will
continue to eclipse the value created domestically.
They suggest that expanding local production to
high-end devices could lower costs and generate
additional employment opportunities in the mo-
bile manufacturing sector, supporting the govern-
ment’s broader Digital Pakistan aims.

Until 2020, Pakistan relied heavily on imports
to meet domestic mobile demand. That year, 24.51
million phones were imported compared to just
13.05 million locally produced. The introduction
of a Mobile Manufacturing Policy in 2020 and the
subsequent Mobile Device Manufacturing (MDM)
Regulations issued by PTA in 2021 transformed
the industry by incentivising companies to estab-
lish local manufacturing and assembly facilities.
In 2021, Pakistan produced 24.66 million mobile
phones locally, while imports fell to 10.26 million.

In 2022, local production stood at 21.94 million,
with imports decreasing further to 1.53 million.
The figures for 2023 show 21.28 million phones
manufactured domestically and 1.58 million im-
ported. In 2024, local manufacturing reached a re-
cord of 31.38 million units, and imports declined
to just 1.71 million.

The role of the Device Identification, Registra-
tion and Blocking System (DIRBS) in 2019 led to
a significant increase in legal imports and the es-
tablishment of over 33 local assembly plants in Pa-
kistan. These plants have produced over 25 million
mobile devices, including 4G smartphones, since
implementing the system.

Local plants produced 25.11 mil-
lion phones in the first ten months
of the year. In comparison, only 1.7

million units were commercially
imported during the same period

With DIRBS successfully implemented, the
local assembly industry advanced from infancy
to a mature growth stage, with notable expansion
in smartphone assembly. In 2019, only 119,639
smartphones were assembled locally; by 2020, that
number grew to 2.1 million. As of the end of the
second month of 2021, 1.21 million smartphones
had been assembled in Pakistan.

Given DIRBS’ significant impact, the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan introduced a comprehensive
Mobile Manufacturing Policy to attract manufac-
turers to Pakistan and establish local plants. PTA
has issued Mobile Device Manufacturing (MDM)
Regulations and has begun accepting manufac-
turing applications. This initiative aims to create
more jobs in the industry and enable consumers
to purchase locally manufactured mobile devices.

Pakistan is proud to have implemented the
world’s first open-source, full-fledged DIRBS. This
system can identify all IMEIs on Pakistan’s mo-
bile networks and classify them according to their
compliance status.
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he journey to introduce 5G technology in

Pakistan began in 2016, and after near-

ly nine years, users are eagerly awaiting

its arrival. The government has now set
a new target date of February 2026 for the launch
of 5G. Will the government overcome the chal-
lenges and fulfil its promise this time, after failing
to launch it within the previously specified time-
frame? It remains a pressing question given the ob-
stacles in the way.

In 2016, then-Minister of State for Informa-
tion Technology Anusha Rehman announced that
Pakistan would be the first in South Asia to test
fifth-generation cellular services for fast connec-
tivity by 2020. However, the dream of launching
5@G has yet to be realised. Subsequent to this state-
ment of Anusha, Federal Minister for Information
Technology and Communication Syed Aminul
Haque said that smartphone manufacturing had
commenced in Pakistan and that 5G technology
would be launched in the country by July 2023.
The aim was to make technology accessible to peo-
ple throughout the country.

To accelerate the introduction of 5G in Pa-
kistan, former Prime Minister Imran Khan ap-
pointed Tania Aidrus to lead Pakistan’s Digital
Program. However, the launch of 5G did not ma-
terialise even after that. Former Google executive
Tania Aidrus was also appointed by Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif’s administration for the Digital
Pakistan project, which she previously led from
December 2019 to July 2020 during Imran Khan's
tenure.

Before the elections, caretaker Federal Minister
for Information Technology and Telecommunica-
tion, Dr Umar Saif, announced the launch of 5G
services in Pakistan by July-August 2024. However,
it was not done and the matter remained in limbo.

The coalition government again claimed to
launch 5G spectrum technology by April 2025, but
faced significant hurdles that hindered the target.
Foreign consultants engaged by the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority (PTA) have highlighted
critical policy, business, and administrative chal-
lenges that could impede the 5G rollout in Pakistan.

With telecom quality issues mounting and de-
mand for faster internet at an all-time high, Pakistan
is now fast preparing to auction the 5G spectrum by
February 2026. According to the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA), this move is crucial
for enhancing nationwide broadband services. The
federal government has officially tasked the PTA
with conducting the 5G spectrum auction by Feb-
ruary next year.

Aamir Shahzad, Director General Licensing at
PTA, confirmed that preparations for the auction
are actively underway. He mentioned that Pakistan
is currently facing severe quality issues in telecom
services due to limited available spectrum and a
sharp increase in demand for high-speed internet.

The National Assembly Standing Committee on
Information Technology, chaired by Syed Amin-ul-
Haque, was briefed on vital measures taken ahead
of Pakistan’s 5G rollout. Officials informed the
Committee that 606 MHz of spectrum has been al-
located for the upcoming launch. PTA reported that
the 5G auction consultant has completed its review
and submitted the final report to the Auction Ad-
visory Committee. Once the committee finalises its
recommendations, the matter will be forwarded to
the Economic Coordination Committee for policy
approval.

After the government issues the formal directive,
PTA is prepared to initiate 5G services, initially fo-
cusing on major cities. Committee members empha-
sised that auction pricing should be set in Pakistani
rupees instead of US dollars to avoid potential fi-
nancial pressure from currency fluctuations, high-
lighting the need for stability in the telecom sector.

During the session, the Committee also ad-
dressed the long-delayed Telecom Tribunal and
outstanding Local Distribution Company dues. Of-
ficials from the Law Ministry told the Committee
that summaries for appointing the chairman and
members of the tribunal have been forwarded, and
the appointments were likely to be made soon. Syed
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Govt actively working
to ensure 5G auction

PTAreported that the 5G

in February
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uction consultant has completed

its review and submitted the final report to the Auction
Advisory Committee. Once the Committee finalises its
recommendations, the matter will be put before the
F.conomic Coordination Committee for policy approval

Amin-ul-Haque noted that he has awaited the tribu-
nal’s establishment since 2019, pointing out that its
activation is expected to streamline dispute resolu-
tion. PTA added that one LDI company has cleared
its pending dues, while negotiations continue with
another, and several cases remain in court. Com-
mittee members stressed that operationalising the
Telecom Tribunal would provide a more structured
framework for recovering outstanding payments ef-
ficiently.

Committee members concluded by reiterating
the importance of swift implementation across both
5G rollout and IT park development. PTA main-
tained that it was ready to commence 5G services
following policy approval, while ministry officials
assured that efforts are underway to resolve out-
standing LDI payments and expedite Karachi IT
Park construction.

The discussions highlight ongoing government
efforts to strengthen Pakistan’s digital infrastructure,

the ongoing merger of Telenor Pakistan with PTCL.
With approval from the Competition Commission
of Pakistan (CCP), only three operators are in the
mobile telecom market.

The US-based consultancy firm National Eco-
nomic Research Associates Inc. (NERA) submitted
its final report on the auction framework to the SAC
in a meeting, chaired by Finance Minister Muham-
mad Aurangzeb and attended by the Pakistan Tele-
communications Authority (PTA) chairman, the ex-
ecutive director of the Frequency Allocation Board,
and representatives from the GHQ and ISI.

Acknowledging delays in the auction process,
NERA provided multiple modules for rolling out
5G services.

Its report outlines key policy recommendations,
including auction design, methodology, base price,
duration and other terms and conditions. It offers
two main options: raising the base price to gener-
ate higher upfront revenue, or keeping a lower base

improve connectivity, and

price to give telecom opera-

facilitate growth in emerg- Aamir Shahzad, Director General tors financial space to invest

ing technology sectors,
reflecting a coordinated
approach between policy

Licensing at PTA, confirmed that quickly in
preparations for the auction are

infrastructure
and improve services.
Official sources said

bodies, regulatory authori- active]y underway, He mentioned the report highlighted the

ties, and international part-
ners.

The consultant for the
5G spectrum auction has
submitted its report to the
government, but the Spec-
trum Advisory Committee

that Pakistan is currently facing
severe quality issues in telecom
services due to limited available cent and that Rs37 billion is
spectrum and a sharp increase in
demand for high-speed internet

high taxation burden on
the sector, noting that tele-
com taxes stand at 37 per

generated annually for ev-
ery Rs 100 billion increase
in industry revenue. The

(SAC) could not meet due
to the strike in the courts. However, the Ministry of
Information Technology and Telecom is confident
that it can meet the Feb 15 deadline set by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif for the auction.

The consultant’s report had already been delayed
for two main reasons: the pending court ruling and
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industry’s revenue stood at
Rs 800 billion in the last fiscal year and is expect-
ed to grow once more spectrum becomes available.
“The average consumption in Pakistan is 6GB per
user per month, but demand is already projected to
reach 9GB. Pakistan is a spectrum-starved coun-
try,” a PTA official said.
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akistan’s jewellery

sector once again

shone at the 8th

China  Interna-
tional Import Expo (CIIE),
with Winza, a Ileading
Pakistani company, par-
ticipating for the seventh
consecutive year. This time,
the focus was on expand-
ing its footprint in China’s
fast-growing coloured gem-
stone market.

The company strategi-
cally established five brand-
ed stores and three offices in
key Chinese cities, includ-
ing Shanghai, Guangzhou,
and Shenzhen, demon-
strating Pakistan’s grow-
ing engagement in Chi-
na’s luxury and jewellery
segments. Ahmed Ageel,
head of Winza, highlighted
shifting consumer prefer-
ences, noting that coloured
gemstones like rubies and
sapphires are increasingly
popular among the young- =
er generation for weddings i
and personal collections.

This trend signifies the
diversification and matu- 38
ration of China’s jewellery KMt
market, offering Pakistan §§
opportunities to export = g
high-quality ~ gemstones |=
and strengthen its brand
presence. With China’s B
per capita GDP surpassing |
US$13,000, the demand ¥4
for premium, personalised §
products has been contin- =S
uously growing, aligning y23
with national economic peg
priorities to boost domestic
consumption and improve ¥
investment efficiency. b, 2

The 15th Five-Year
Plan emphasises the de-
velopment of a strong do-

; feae ]
R L

growth model, highlight-
ing the role of high-value
imports like gemstones in
China’s evolving consumer
landscape. The CIIE has
become a vital window
into China’s consumption
potential, with foreign en-
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Pakistani jewellery,
brand items

Impressive show at

C.

hinese expo

Since the second phase of the Pakistan-China Free Trade
mestic market and a new A@reement, gemstone exports have grown rapidly. Beyond
jewellery, Pakistan’s pavilion at CIIE showcased more
than 20 companies offering textiles, marble, and artisanal

goods symbolising a clear shift from raw materials to

refined luxury brands
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The centrepiece of this
commitment is the newly
established “Asia-Africa
Products Zone.” An up-
grade and expansion of the
previous  Africa-specific
section, this zone is a tan-
gible mechanism designed
to help African nations—
and other Least Developed
Countries (LDCs)—fully
utilise the zero-tariff poli-
cy China has extended for
98% of taxable product
items. With over 110 en-
terprises, including more
than 90 from 30 LDCs, the
zone is a vibrant testament
to inclusive trade. This
year, the number of par-
ticipating enterprises from
countries along the Belt
and Road Initiative grew
by an impressive 23.1%,
while firms from Least De-
veloped Countries (LDCs)
saw their numbers jump by
23.5% to 163. The conct-
angible results are found
g NOL just in macro-statistics
but on the shelves and in
the tasting booths. Gambi-
an cashews, which gained
import approval just last
June, sit alongside Mada-
gascan mutton, making its
debut in the Chinese mar-
ket. These are the “small
 but beautiful” products
that, through the CIIE,
|« find a path to the world’s
| largest consumer base,
transforming local agricul-
ture and small enterprises
into global exporters.

This focus at the CIIE
reflects a much broader
| and deepening econom-
ic relationship. For 15
consecutive years, Chi-
na has stood as Africa’s
largest trading partner. In
2024 alone, bilateral trade
reached approximately
$290 billion(R5 trillion),
a year-on-year increase of
6.1%. The growth is not
just historic—climbing
from 87.4 billion yuan in
2000 at an average annual

terprises using the platform

for launching products, brand awareness, and local-
isation strategies tailored to regional consumer hab-
its. The other sectors showcasing innovation at CIIE
included the Good Farmer Group, which introduced
organic Peruvian blueberries as part of its premium
food offerings. Infrastructure advancements like the
China—Peru Chancay Port have boosted global trade
efficiency, reducing shipping time and logistics costs.
Industry experts note that collaboration between Pa-
kistani jewellers and Chinese designers is redefining
cross-border craftsmanship. In seven years, WINZA's
success reflects this shift in the Chinese market; its
Chinese market share rose from 20% to over 50%,
with annual growth averaging 30%.

Since the second phase of the Pakistan-China
Free Trade Agreement, gemstone exports have grown
rapidly. Beyond jewellery, Pakistan’s pavilion at CITE
showcased more than 20 companies offering textiles,
marble, and artisanal goods symbolising a clear shift
from raw materials to refined luxury brands. As the
curtains were raised on the 2025 China Internation-
al Import Expo (CIIE), the sprawling exhibition halls
in Shanghai appeared more than just a marketplace.
They also included the physical embodiment of a dis-
tinct economic philosophy, one that is reshaping Chi-
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na’s engagement with the world, particularly with its
partners across the Global South.

This year’s event, larger and more diverse than
ever, is a powerful statement: China’s door is not
just open; it is being held open proactively, inviting
the world to “Export to China” in a new chapter of
shared development. It highlighted a form of uni-
lateral openness, a confident policy choice where
China leverages the immense gravity of its domestic
market as a global public good. This aligns direct-

The CIIE has become a vital win-
dow into China’s consumption
potential, with foreign enterprises
using the platform for launching
products, brand awareness, and
localisation strategies tailored to
regional consumer habits

Iy with China’s vision of fostering a more just and
reasonable global governance system and building
a community with a shared future. The CIIE is the
premier platform where this vision transitions from
principle to practice.

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

rate of 14.2%—but is also
evolving in its composition. While China’s exports of
high-value goods to Africa, such as electric vehicles
(up 104.8% in 2024), are surging, its commitment
to boosting imports from the continent is creating a
more balanced and sustainable trade structure.This
year, seven African nations, including Benin and
Madagascar, are participating in the CIIE’s Country
Exhibition for the first time, a sign of the continent’s
growing confidence in the platform. With the num-
ber of African enterprises at the expo increasing by
80% from the previous year, the message is clear: the
CIIE is seen as a crucial engine for economic diver-
sification and growth. In an era where trade is of-
ten politicised, the CIIE champions pragmatism. By
bringing together businesses, policymakers, and con-
sumers, it fosters tangible economic cooperation and
cultural understanding, proving that shared interests
can transcend geopolitical complexities.

For Affica, it represents a partnership that goes be-
yond rhetoric, offering concrete tools, market access,
and a shared vision of prosperity. As containers of
cashews, coffee, and mutton begin their journey from
African farms to Chinese tables, they carry with them
the promise of a future built not on aid, but on equita-
ble and open trade.

NOVEMBER, 2025
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incentives, R&D investment, and a focus on product-led innovation—the I'T sector could
significantly boost foreign exchange earnings and help stabilise the broader economy

akistan’s technology industry has been in-

creasingly seen as a key sector to reshape

the country’s economic future. A recent

roundtable discussion with prominent fig-
ures from the tech ecosystem explored whether the
IT sector could be a lifeline for an economy facing
structural challenges and what needs to be done to
unlock its full potential.

The discussion highlighted a key issue: While
Pakistan has a strong pool of digital talent, the eco-
system supporting it is lacking. Despite the emer-
gence of skilled developers, designers, data profes-
sionals, and product specialists each year, the overall
environment—including policy, infrastructure, edu-
cation, and investment—remains underdeveloped.
This gap hinders the sector from expanding to meet
global market demands.

Participants of the roundtable emphasised the
urgent need for strategic, long-term policymaking.
They argued that short-term decisions,regulatory
changes, and political instability deter both local
and international investment. Without stable frame-
works, even proficient tech companies struggle to
expand exports or create globally competitive prod-
ucts.

Talent retention was also a major concern: While
Pakistan’s developers and engineers are competitive
on a global scale, local opportunities often do not
match those available in international markets, lead-
ing to brain drain. To retain talent, the country must
provide an environment where professionals can
work on cutting-edge projects, innovate freely, and
engage in high-value global markets, rather than fo-
cusing solely on low-cost outsourcing tasks.

Emphasise on the potential of product-focused
innovation: While many Pakistani IT firms rely on
service-based models, the roundtable highlighted
the importance of developing software products
and SaaS platforms for long-term growth and inter-
national scalability. Shifting towards higher-value
products could boost export revenue and enhance
Pakistan’s position in the global digital economy:.

Disconnection between education and indus-
try: Panellists noted that Pakistan’s educational
institutions prioritise rote learning over practical,
market-relevant skill development. Without reform
and closer collaboration between academia and in-
dustry, the talent pipeline risks becoming outdated,
especially with the evolving job requirements driven
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Despite challenges, the roundtable remained
positive about the sector’s potential. Digital exports
are increasing, global demand for remote talent is
growing, and Pakistan’s young population is eager
to embrace technology. With the right reforms—
such as policy stability, improved digital infrastruc-
ture, tax incentives, R&D investment, and a focus
on product-led innovation—the IT sector could sig-
nificantly boost foreign exchange earnings and help
stabilise the broader economy.

In conclusion, the discussion highlighted that
Pakistan’s IT sector could play a transformative
economic role if the country addresses its structur-
al weaknesses and commits to a long-term digital
strategy. By taking these steps, the tech sector could
become a strong, export-driven engine that supports
economic recovery and positions Pakistan competi-
tively on the global stage.

Meanwhile, Federal Minister for IT and Tele-
communication Shaza Fatima Khawaja met with
Abdullah Abdulrahman A. Almubadal, Deputy
Governor of the Communications, Space and Tech-
nology Commission of Saudi Arabia, to discuss

To retain talent, the country must
provide an environment where
professionals can work on cut-

ting-edge projects, innovate freely,
and engage in high-value global

markets, rather than focusing sole-
ly on low-cost outsourcing tasks

broader cooperation across digital transformation
and technology-driven sectors. The meeting took
place as part of efforts to expand Pakistan’s in-
ternational engagement with countries that have
expressed interest in collaborating on next-genera-
tion technologies and supporting capacity building
across core ICT areas. According to officials, the
discussion focused on identifying areas where the
two countries can work together to accelerate inno-
vation, strengthen digital connectivity and explore
strategic investment opportunities that support long-
term technological progress.

MOoITT shared that the conversation included
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detailed exchanges on Pakistan’s ongoing work in
digital infrastructure, cloud policy implementation,
cybersecurity frameworks and public sector mod-
ernisation initiatives. Saudi Arabia outlined its expe-
riences in digital governance, space communication
systems and national technology programs, offering
insight into avenues where knowledge sharing could
support mutual development.

Both sides expressed interest in exploring coop-
eration in satellite communication, artificial intelli-
gence, digital public services and emerging innova-
tion domains that contribute to more resilient and
connected economies. The meeting also evinced
interest in building institutional channels that would
allow research organisations, government bodies
and private sector partners from both countries to
pursue collaborative projects.

Representatives from MolTT underscored that
enhanced engagement with Saudi Arabia is aligned
with Pakistan’s broader approach to international
collaboration within the digital sector. As Pakistan
moves forward with projects that expand broadband
access, introduce modern policy frameworks and
improve national digital services, cooperation with
technologically advanced countries provides an op-
portunity to draw from global expertise while po-
sitioning local industries for growth. Saudi Arabia
expressed deep interest in working with Pakistan on
knowledge transfer and joint initiatives that can con-
tribute to strengthening regional technology ecosys-
tems. Officials noted that such cooperation has the
potential to benefit both markets, especially in areas
related to space technology, data exchange mecha-
nisms and cross-border digital connectivity.

The meeting further highlighted the importance
of sustained dialogue between Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia as both countries navigate rapidly evolving
technology landscapes. MolITT stated that the in-
teraction demonstrates Pakistan's commitment to
developing high-value international partnerships
that contribute to national objectives under the Dig-
ital Pakistan vision. The ministry also indicated
that these engagements help create an environment
where investment, research activity and technical
training can be expanded through structured collab-
oration. As discussions continue, both sides are ex-
pected to explore practical frameworks that facilitate
the implementation of joint programs and enable
growth in sectors driven by digital innovation.
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istan’s biggest international
boxing competition
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Royal Swiss Lahore, a luxury hotel brand that caters to high-end travellers and guests,
consistently supports healthy and positive sports events. They recently hosted a
grand occasion where audiences enjoyed a concert alongside the opening of a boxin
championship. The international boxers received a warm welcome with full VVI
protocol upon their arrival

he 2nd International Boxing Champi-

onship was held in Lahore, organised

in collaboration with the Soldiers Wel-

fare Federation and sponsored by Roy-
al Swiss Lahore at Jinnah Sports Complex. This
event marked the largest international boxing
competition in Pakistan’s history, featuring par-
ticipants from around the world. A total of 44
professional boxers, including six from Pakistan,
competed in the tournament. Countries such as
the US, UK, Germany, Korea, Australia, Ireland,
the Philippines, the Netherlands, Morocco, Benin,
Ghana, and France were represented. Pakistani
boxing legend Muhammad Waseem participat-
ed in the “Fight for Glory” segment. The inter-
national boxers expressed their appreciation for
the warm welcome and praised the arrangements
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made by the Royal Swiss Hotel, Lahore.

Provincial Minister for Sports, Ma-
lik Faisal Ayub Khokhar, attended
the opening of the 2nd Interna-
tional Boxing Championship. The
enthusiastic reception extended
to the visiting boxers and officials
demonstrated the Royal Swiss
team’s dedication to providing
excellent services

Royal Swiss Lahore, a luxury hotel brand cater-
ing to high-end travellers and guests, consistently
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supports healthy and positive sports events. They
recently hosted a grand occasion where audienc-
es enjoyed a concert alongside the opening of a
boxing championship. The international boxers
received a warm welcome with full VVIP protocol
upon their arrival.

All teams collaborated to ensure a seamless ex-
perience for the esteemed guests from the Interna-
tional Boxing Association (IBA). This tournament
marked a significant milestone in Pakistan’s efforts
to enhance its international sporting reputation.

Provincial Minister for Sports, Malik Faisal
Ayub Khokhar, attended the opening of the 2nd
International Boxing Championship. The enthusi-
astic reception extended to the visiting boxers and
officials demonstrated the Royal Swiss team’s ded-
ication to delivering excellent services.
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PTA organised SATRC

meeting commits
to digital inclusion
across South Asia
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The meetmg served as a key platform for dlalogue and
collaboration onregulatory issues, focusing on the adoption
of the Tokyo Statement 2025 and its impact on digital
transformation in South Asia. Discussions covered themes
such as emerging technologies, universal connectivity,
spectrum harmonisation, and regulatory innovation

he Pakistan Telecommunication Authori-

ty (PTA) successfully concluded the 26th

Meeting of the South Asian Telecommu-

nication Regulators’ Council (SATRC-26)
in Islamabad. The three-day event, organised by the
Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) and hosted by
PTA, brought together regulatory heads, policy ex-
perts, and industry leaders from South Asia to dis-
cuss regional digital cooperation and regulatory best
practices.

The meeting served as a key platform for dialogue
and collaboration on regulatory issues, focusing on
the adoption of the Tokyo Statement 2025 and its im-
pact on digital transformation in South Asia. Discus-
sions covered themes such as emerging technologies,
universal connectivity, spectrum harmonisation, and
regulatory innovation.

Member states presented outcomes of the SA-
TRC Action Plan Phase IX and adopted the frame-
work for SATRC Action Plan Phase X, setting an
agenda to strengthen digital ecosystems and regional
cooperation. Byhosting SATRC-26, PTA showcased
Pakistan’s leadership in promoting collaborative ICT
development, regional connectivity, and policy align-
ment in South Asia, demonstrating its commitment
to a digitally resilient and inclusive future for the re-

gion.
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The inaugural session marked the beginning of
the closed-door regulators’ meeting, attended by
SG APT, heads of telecommunications authorities,
senior policymakers, and ICT experts from SATRC
member countries. Minister of State for Information
Technology and Telecommunication, Shaza Fatima
Khawaja, on the occasion, reiterated Pakistan’s ded-
ication to fostering regional digital collaboration and
sustainable ICT growth.

The 26th Meeting of the South
Asian Telecommunication
Regulators’ Council (SATRC-26),
unanimously elected Chairman of
PTA, Major General (R) Hafeez ur
Rehman as Chairman of SATRC

Masanori Kondo, Secretary General of APT,
praised PTA’s efforts in hosting the event and stressed
the importance of collective regional action to
leverage emerging technologies for equitable digital
transformation. Chairman PTA, Major General (R)
Hafeez ur Rehman, highlighted Pakistan’s role in
advancing regulatory harmony and regional coop-
eration, emphasising PTA’s commitment to digital
inclusion, emerging technologies, and ICT resilience.

The inaugural session underscored PTA’s leader-
ship and commitment to enhancing regional dialogue
on ICT policy and regulation, reinforcing Pakistan’s
position as a key facilitator of digital cooperation in
South Asia. The State Minister Shaza Fatima Kha-
waja announced the government’s plan to launch a
Data Exchange Layer in collaboration with NADRA
to facilitate secure, real-time data sharing across gov-
ernment institutions.

Ms Khawaja reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment
to promoting regional digital collaboration and sus-

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

EVENT | FLARE REPORT ]

tainable ICT growth, mentioning ongoing work on
a National Fiberisation Policy and preparations for a
600MHz spectrum auction to enhance high-speed in-
ternet and support 5G readiness. The Mobile Virtual
Network Operator (MVNO) framework is nearing fi-
nal approval, opening doors for new telecom players,
she added. Mudassar Hussain, Head of Public Policy
and Regulatory Affairs at Jazz, emphasised the im-
portance of affordable spectrum for next-generation
connectivity and called for rationalising spectrum
pricing to support industry viability and long-term
growth. He highlighted the need for a clear nation-
al digital strategy aligning connectivity, taxation,
spectrum policy, and digital public services to drive
Pakistan’s economic transition. Hussain advocated
for spectrum sharing, structural reforms, and practi-
cal policies to foster innovation and improve service
quality. Other panellists stressed the significance of
affordable spectrum allocation for 5G deployment
and reducing digital disparities, calling for harmon-
ised regional approaches and innovative technologies
to connect remote areas.

Dr Masanori Kondo, Secretary General of APT,
commended PTA’s efforts and emphasised the im-
portance of collective regional action to leverage
emerging technologies for equitable digital transfor-
mation. Chairman PTA Major General (retd) Hafee-
zur Rehman highlighted Pakistan’s leadership role in
advancing regulatory harmony and regional cooper-
ation, reaffirming PTA’s commitment to digital inclu-
sion, emerging technologies, and ICT resilience.

The 26th Meeting of the South Asian Telecom-
munication Regulators’ Council (SATRC-26), unan-
imously elected Chairman of PTA, Major General
(R) Hafeez ur Rehman as Chairman of SATRC.

The event, held from November 5-7, was hosted
by the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
in collaboration with the Asia-Pacific Telecommu-
nity (APT). The newly elected Chairman reiterated
Pakistan’s commitment to enhancing regional coop-
eration and leveraging emerging technologies for in-
clusive digital growth. The meeting aims to advance
digital transformation and sustainable ICT develop-
ment in South Asia by bringing together regulators,
experts, and industry leaders from the region.

Before meeting, the Secretary General of the Asia
Pacific Telecommunity, His Excellency Mr Masano-
ri Kondo, visited PTA Headquarters in Islamabad,
meeting with Chairman PTA Major General (R)
Hafeez ur Rehman, HI (M), SI and senior authority
members, including Muhammad Naveed (Member
Finance) and Dr Khawar Siddique Khokhar (Mem-
ber Enforcement and Compliance).

During the visit, the APT Secretary General en-
gaged with PTA leadership and senior officers on
strengthening regional cooperation, promoting dig-
ital inclusion and advancing ICT transformation
across South Asia. Discussions highlighted priorities
such as regulatory coordination, capacity building
and leveraging emerging technologies to support
a connected future for the region. The delegation’s
presence at PTA Headquarters reaffirmed Pakistan’s

role in regional digital forums, including SATRC26
and emphasised practical steps for collaboration be-
tween APT and national regulators. The focus on
innovation and enforcement reflected Pakistan’s on-
going efforts to balance sector growth with consumer
protection and compliance.

Mr Kondo’s meetings with PTA officials under-
scored mutual commitments to deepen partnerships,
accelerate digital leadership in the region and pursue
initiatives that make technology accessible for all cit-
izens while supporting sustainable telecom develop-
ment in Pakistan.
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TikTok emphasises that these tools are designed to facilitate
conversations to know about online behaviour and digital
mindfulness within families. The platform aims to build a
safe digital ecosystem, aligning with China’s leadership in
cybersecurity and digital ethics

ikTok, a popular Chinese video-sharing
platform, has introduced a range of safety
and health-protecting tools for families in
Pakistan, going ahead with its commit-
ment to creating a secure digital environment for
young users. The platform’s global approach to re-
sponsible innovation is influenced by China’s em-
phasis on safety and dominance in technology. The
new ‘Family Pairing Feature’ allows the parents to
manage their teens’ online activities by controlling
screen time, moderating content, and adjusting pri-
vacy settings. This feature enables parents to set
limits, schedule breaks, and monitor various set-
tings to ensure a safe digital experience for teens.

TikTok emphasises that these tools are designed
to facilitate conversations to know about online
behaviour and digital mindfulness within families.
This platform aims to build a safe digital ecosystem
aligning with China’s leadership in cybersecurity
and digital ethics.

Additionally, TikTok has introduced a Guided
Meditation feature to maintain emotional balance
and promote healthier screen habits in line with
its commitment to user well-being. The platform’s
initiatives in Pakistan highlight the importance of
responsible technology use and the empowerment
of creativity and care in the digital age.

TikTok has partnered with trusted organisations
to verify the educational content featured in the
STEM feed, ensuring accuracy and quality.

The launch of the STEM feed in Pakistan aims
to support digital education in a country with a
young and growing online population. With a sig-
nificant percentage of the population under 30 and
increasing smartphone usage, Pakistan offers an
opportunity to blend entertainment with education
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through platforms like TikTok. The STEM feed
provides a mobile-friendly solution for students
interested in STEM-related careers and access to
educational content on the go. By introducing the
STEM feed, TikTok aims to promote productive
screen time and encourage learning among its users
in Pakistan.

Meanwhile, the University of Pennsylvania’s
Graduate School of Education (Penn GSE) is
proud to announce the release of a pioneering set
of curricular materials for high school students
with the tools to critically examine algorithmic bias
in artificial intelligence (AI) systems.

Developed by Penn GSE’s Yasmin Kafai in col-
laboration with Assistant Professor Danaé Metaxa
from Penn's Computer and Information Sciences
department and high school computer science edu-
cators across the country, the “AI Auditing for High
School” curriculum introduces students to the con-
cept of algorithmic bias and guides them through
hands-on audits of real-world AT applications—no
coding experience required.

The curriculum includes four classroom-tested
lessons:

Lesson 1: Introduction to Algorithmic Bias

Lesson 2: Audits & Inquiry

Lesson 3: TikTok Audit

Lesson 4: Physical Computing AI/ML with Mi-
crobitCreate Al

These lessons are supported by published re-
search articles, classroom videos, and news reports
documenting student-led audits of platforms such
as shopping sites and travel apps. The materials are
available at bit.ly/k12aiaudit-lessons.

The project was originally funded by the Na-
tional Science Foundation (NSF). However, when
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funding was prematurely cancelled, the project
received bridge funding from the Spencer Founda-
tion, in collaboration with The Kapor Foundation,
The William T. Grant Foundation, and the Alfred P.
Sloan Foundation. The initiative also benefits from
the support of ECS (Exploring Computer Science),
whose nationwide network of over 5,000 educators
has played a key role in piloting and shaping the
curriculum.

“This curriculum empowers students to become
critical thinkers and ethical users of technology,”
said Yasmin B. Kafai, Lori and Michael Milken
President’s Distinguished Professor at Penn GSE.
“By auditing Al systems, students learn to question
how algorithms work, if they work, and who they
serve.”

The development team includes Helen Buta-
petch, Deborah Fields, Sheri Hanna, John Landa,
Luis Morales-Navarro, Tanga Myers, Daniel Noh,
John Ottina, and Alexandra Ulrich.

The curriculum is part of Penn GSE’s acceler-
ating leadership in artificial intelligence and educa-
tion through a series of strategic initiatives designed
to empower educators and transform learning.
Penn GSE has also launched a new online mas-
ter's degree program focused on Al in education,
and this fall welcomed two new Al-specialist fac-
ulty members to deepen its research and teaching
capacity. Long-standing faculty member Kafai, an
internationally recognised pioneer in K-12 comput-
er science education, continues to shape the field
through her groundbreaking work in computational
literacy and creative computing, inspiring equitable
approaches to technology in schools. Additionally,
Penn GSE is scaling up its Pioneering Al in School
Systems(PASS) program, a professional develop-
ment initiative launched in 2025 to help school
leaders and educators responsibly integrate Al into
classrooms. The University of Pennsylvania Grad-
uate School of Education (Penn GSE) is one of the
nation’s premier research centres for education. Its
faculty address pressing challenges across the globe
through scholarship, practice, and policy.

In another related development, iHeartMedia,
the leading audio company in America, and Tik-
Tok, the world’s leading destination for short-form
mobile video, have announced a groundbreaking,
multiplatform partnership that will bring TikTok
creators into iHeart’s ecosystem. This collabora-
tion includes the launch of the TikTok Podcast
Network, featuring up to 25 new podcasts hosted
by TikTok creators, as well as a national broadcast
and digital radio station, and a series of live event
integrations.

TikTok creators will bring their unique voices
and authentic perspectives to long-form audio and
video content — from lifestyle and personal stories
to insights on trends and culture — expanding their
reach and deepening engagement with fans across
new platforms. The collaboration will spotlight
notable TikTok creators across iHeartMedia’s plat-
forms, including:

TikTok has introduced a Guided
Meditation feature to maintain
emotional balance and promote
healthier screen habits in line with
its commitment to user well-being

TikTok Podcast Network — empowering creators
and expanding their storytelling beyond the TikTok
platform, this slate of up to 25 newly created and
curated TikTok creator podcasts will bring audienc-
es even closer to their favourite voices. To support
this partnership, iHeartMedia is introducing new
co-branded, state-of-the-art podcast studios in Los
Angeles, New York, and Atlanta. These studios will
feature advanced audio and video infrastructure for
both podcasting and video production — helping
a roster of creators build stronger bridges between
their video and audio content. The podcasts will be
widely distributed by iHeartPodcasts and available
on the iHeartRadio app, as well as everywhere pod-
casts are heard. You will also be able to consume
the best highlights and clips on TikTok!
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he Securities and Exchange Commission

of Pakistan (SECP) has issued a warning

to investors against illegal trading applica-

tions posing as licensed brokerage firms
on social media and WhatsApp groups.

These fraudulent schemes aim to lure peo-
ple into investing in unregulated platforms. The
SECP identified a web and mobile application
called “TSLWEA/TSL WEALTH” impersonating
Topline Securities Limited and a WhatsApp group
named “A103-Topline Stock Strategies Hub” false-
ly using Topline Securities’ identity to promote an
alleged Al-based trading system linked to the fake
app. The Commission warned that “TSLWEA/
TSL WEALTH?” is not authorised to provide trad-
ing or investment services for the Pakistan Stock
Exchange or any financial market. The Commis-
sion also cautioned about the use of Al-generated
ads featuring edited photos of celebrities and exec-
utives from brokerage firms to lure investors into
illegal trading organisations.

To protect investors, the SECP advises investing
only with licensed brokerages listed on the PMEX
and PSX websites. They have reported the fraud-
ulent application and related platforms to Google,
the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority, and
law enforcement agencies for intervention and in-
vestigations.

In Pakistan, legal trading apps are available
through brokerage firms and exchanges, licensed
and regulated by the Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan (SECP). To trade stocks
on the Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX), investors
use apps provided by local brokerage firms that are
also Trading Right Entitlement Certificate (TREC)
holders of the PSX.

Some well-known brokerage firms with on-
line trading apps or platforms include KTrade (by
KASB Securities), JS Global Capital Limited, Arif
Habib Limited, AKD Securities Limited, SCS
Trade, and Next Capital Limited. The app Investi-
fy is licensed by the PSX for data information and
portfolio tracking purposes, but it is not a trading
platform itself; actual buying and selling of shares
must be done through a broker’s trading account.

For trading in gold, crude oil, silver, and forex
futures within Pakistan, the only legal exchange is
the Pakistan Mercantile Exchange (PMEX), which
is also regulated by the SECP. Brokers like Floret
Capital are licensed PMEX brokers.

Some international brokers like Interactive
Brokers, Exness, and IC Markets are popular and
trusted due to their strong international regulations
(e.g., FCA, CySEC, ASIC) and accept clients from
Pakistan. However, as they are not locally super-
vised by the SECP, local investor protection laws
may not apply to them.

In Pakistan, legal trading apps
are available through brokerage
firms and exchanges, licensed and
regulated by the Securities and
kExchange Commission of Pakistan

(SECP)

It is important to only use apps provided by
brokerage firms listed on the official registers of
licensed brokers on the SECP, PSX, or PMEX
websites. Exercise caution with apps or groups that
guarantee returns or request cash deposits, as legiti-
mate transactions should be conducted through of-
ficial banking channels.

Investors are urged to verify the legitimacy of
investment opportunities with the SECP or the
relevant exchange before investing any funds and
sharing personal information, or transferring funds
to unauthorised platforms. The SECP emphasised
the risks associated with dealing with unregulated
entities and cautioned against engaging with illegal
schemes promoted through false identities.

The proliferation of unregulated online invest-
ment and trading apps in Pakistan poses a signifi-
cant challenge to financial regulators like the SECP
and SBP. Influencers promoting these illegal plat-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Free download: flare.pk

Apps to run illegal
trade through
Al-created celebrity
Images

These fraudulent schemes aim to lure eople into investing

Business News Magazine

Kl

in unregulated platforms. The SECP identified a web and

mobile application called

“TSLWEA/TSL. WEALTH”

impersonating Topline Securities Limited and a WhatsApp
group named “Al03-Topline Stock Strategies Hub” falsely
using Topline Securities’ identity to promote an alleged
Al-based trading system linked to the fake app

forms, such as Ducky Bhai, have faced legal conse-
quences for their involvement in misleading adver-
tising practices. The NCCIA recently declared 46
mobile applications and websites, including betting
and forex platforms, illegal in Pakistan to protect
users from fraud and data theft. Despite regulatory
actions, unregulated investment apps continue to
attract millions of users, exposing them to finan-
cial risks and scams. Experts warn that these un-
regulated platforms not only pose individual risks
but also macroeconomic threats by contributing to
dollar outflows and impacting the country’s foreign
exchange reserves. The influx of such apps in Paki-
stan emphasises the need for stricter regulation and
investor education as a safeguard against financial
fraud and economic instability.

Securities and Commodities Authority (SCA) in
the UAE has issued a warning to investors, urging
them to be careful while using trading apps. Some
apps are owned by unlicensed firms and can expose
you to legal liability. You can also be found in viola-
tion of AML laws if you use trading apps for illegal
purposes. Stay up to date with the latest news. Fol-
low KT on WhatsApp Channels.

The authority shared some red flags that in-
vestors should be aware of when using trading
platforms: Apps that are not found on the official
website of SCA or other international regulatory
bodies are not to be trusted and are open to get-
ting you into legal trouble. Platforms that guarantee
you high profits with little or no risk tend to be ille-
gitimate. If the company name, address or contact
information is not clearly listed, it indicates fraudu-
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lent behaviour. Apps that operate outside the UAE
without a proper licence or registration are a huge
red flag as well. If ever you are asked to transfer
money to individual personal accounts instead of a
corporate account, that should raise alarms.

The authority has urged investors to only use
official platforms, verify licences and report suspi-
cious apps immediately.

Indian Directorate of Enforcement (ED) inves-
tigation revealed that OctaFX systematically duped
Indian investors of approximately Rs 1,875 crore,
generating profits of around Rs 800 crore. Total
profits from India are estimated to exceed Rs 5,000
crore, much of which has been illicitly transferred
overseas. OctaFX presented itself as an online forex
trading platform for currency, commodities, and
crypto trading without RBI permission.

The initial investors received small profits to
build trust, as is generally seen in a typical Ponzi
scheme. Probe has also revealed that OctaFX oper-
ated through a distributed global network designed
to evade regulatory scrutiny and layer illicit funds
across jurisdictions. The probe revealed that mar-
keting activities were handled by entities in the Brit-
ish Virgin Islands (BVI); entities/persons in Spain
hosted servers and back-office operations; entities
in Estonia managed payment gateways; entities in
Georgia provided technical support; entity in Cy-
prus served as the holding company for the Indian
entity; entities/persons in Dubai oversaw Indian
operations via Russian promoters; and entities in
Singapore facilitated the export of bogus services to
launder funds abroad.
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Mobilink Bank to pioneer digital Islamic bank-

Islamabad: Pakistan’s
leading digital microfinance
bank, Mobilink Bank has an-
nounced the launch of its Is-
lamic banking operations to
introduce responsible Shariah-
compliant financial services in
the country. The launch took
place during the VEON
group’s annual strategy ses-
sion ‘Ignite’ in Abu Dhabi,
following the Bank’s Islamic
Banking License approval by
the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). This milestone will
also allow JazzCash to offer
Islamic products, positioning
it to become Pakistan’s largest
Shariah-compliant digital wal-
let.

In the first phase, the Bank
will introduce Shariah-com-
pliant services through two
dedicated Islamic banking
branches in Karachi and Pe-
shawar, supported by ten Is-
lamic banking windows. This
network is set to expand to 15
branches and 20 windows in

the next phase.
Aamir Ibrahim, Chairman

ing faith-aligned products

compliant microfinance solu-
tions in Pakistan. By provid-

SMEs and contribute to
greater economic participa-
tion in underserved communi-

of Jazz, said, “This license en-
ables Mobilink Bank to meet
growing demand for Shariah-

of Mobilink Bank and CEQO

tailored to the microfinance
segment, we can help address
financing constraints faced by

Speaking at the occasion,
Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary,

ing In the microfinance sector

President & CEQO, Mobilink
Bank, said, “This launch is a
meaningful step forward in
our journey to build an inclu-
sive financial ecosystem pow-
ered by digital-first,
future-ready solutions. By ex-
tending Shariah-compliant of-
ferings, we are broadening
financial choice for communi-
ties that have long remained
underserved. Our Islamic
banking portfolio is designed
to provide reliable, transpar-
ent, and faith-aligned prod-
ucts that empower customers
to participate in the formal
economy.”

Mobilink Bank will con-
tinue to expand its Islamic of-
fering in the coming months,
with a comprehensive suite of
Shariah-compliant  digital
products. This expansion sup-
ports the Bank’s broader vi-
sion of strengthening financial
inclusion through responsible
innovation and customer-cen-
tric service delivery.m

Irena Gancheva seeks stronger
Pakistan-Bulgaria trade ties

Karachi: Ambassador of

the Republic of Bulgaria, Irena
Gancheva, has said that as Bul-
garia and Pakistan celebrate the
60th anniversary of their diplo-

Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry (KCCI), she said that the
two countries already have a
formal bilateral mechanism at
the government-to-government

matic relations this year, it is
the ideal time for both nations
to move forward and explore
new avenues of collaboration,
particularly in the fields of
economy and trade.

Speaking at a meeting dur-
ing her visit to the Karachi

level in the form of the Joint
Inter-Governmental Commis-
sion for Economic Coopera-
tion. Established in 2015, the
Commission held its inaugural
session in Sofia and the second
session in Islamabad in 2019,
while the third session is ex-

pected to take place in Bulgaria
next year, she added while hop-
ing that Pakistani business rep-
resentatives would actively
participate alongside govern-
ment officials in the Commis-
sion’s upcoming session.

She emphasized the im-
portance of holding a Busi-
ness-to-Business (B2B) forum
on the sidelines of third ses-
sion of Inter-Governmental
Commission, noting that di-
rect interaction with Bulgarian
enterprises would help iden-
tify specific areas of mutual
economic interest. She added
that further details would be
shared once both sides finalize
the schedule and encouraged
Pakistani businesses to plan
their participation in ad-
vance.n

PTCL shareholders ap-
prove acquisition of Te-
lenor Pakistan, $400
million financing plan

Karachi: Shareholders of
Pakistan Telecommunication
Company Limited (PTCL) have
given their approval for the com-
pany's acquisition of 100%
shares in Telenor Pakistan (Pri-
vate) Limited and Orion Towers
(Private) Limited, signaling a sig-
nificant consolidation in the tele-
com sector of the country. The
decisions were made during
PTCL's 9th Extraordinary Gen-
eral Meeting held on November
20, 2025. The resolutions allow
PTCL to purchase all shares of
Telenor Pakistan and Orion Tow-
ers from Telenor Pakistan BV, as
per the share purchase agreement
signed in December 2023.

Apart from the acquisition,

shareholders also greenlit PTC's
proposal to secure financing of
up to $400 million from the In-
ternational Finance Corporation
(IFC), Silk Road Fund (SRF),
British International Investment
(BII), and other potential lenders.

This financing will be
arranged based on the terms of a
Common Terms Agreement
dated June 27, 2024.

During the meeting, all pre-
vious board resolutions related to
the acquisition and financing
were confirmed, and the PTCL
Board of Directors was granted
broad authority to carry out nec-
essary steps, obtain regulatory
approvals, and appoint advisors
to finalize the transactions.m

Pakistan joins the world’s fastest undersea internet network

Islamabad: Pakistan has
achieved a significant mile-
stone in its digital transforma-
tion by officially connecting to
the SEA-ME-WE 6 submarine
cable, which links the country
to a highly advanced undersea
network. This marks Pakistan's
third international cable in a
year, significantly boosting in-
ternet bandwidth and solidify-
ing its position in the global
digital economy.

Federal IT and Telecom
Minister Shaza Fatima an-
nounced the milestone on
LinkedIn, emphasizing the im-

portance of enhanced global
connectivity and increased na-
tional internet capacity. The ad-

dition of the SEA-ME-WE 6

system, along with the recent
Africa-1 and 2Africa cables,
represents a rapid expansion of

Pakistan's subsea infrastruc-

ture,

Transworld Associates
(TWA), the landing partner for
SEA-ME-WE 6, will initially
provide 4 terabits per second
(Tbps) of additional capacity,
increasing Pakistan's total
bandwidth by almost 40% to
13.2 Tbps. The cable, spanning
21,700 kilometers, connects
Pakistan to various countries in
Asia and Europe, facilitating
high-volume data transmission
for businesses, cloud platforms,
and digital services.

Additionally, TWA is con-
structing a Tier Ill-certified

data center in Karachi, sched-
uled to open in January 2026.
This data center will directly
link to major subsea systems,
including SMW-6, SMW-5,
TW1, and 2Africa, and will be
Pakistan's first facility tailored
for high-density AI work-
loads. It will offer secure and
scalable hosting for national
and international operations,
ensuring redundancy, high
availability, and fault toler-
ance to bolster Pakistan's
cloud infrastructure, enter-
prise networks, and content
delivery ecosystem.m
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Al Global Summit, co-hosted by D
World and MIT’s Responsible Al

Karachi: The inaugural
Day of Al Global Summit, co-
hosted by DP World and MIT’s
Responsible Al for Social Em-
powerment and Education
(RAISE) initiative, concluded
at Expo City Dubai after bring-
ing together ministers, global
education leaders, and technol-
ogy experts to advance practi-
cal pathways for responsible
artificial intelligence in class-
rooms and communities world-
wide.

Held under the theme “Al
for Every Learner”, the two-
day gathering convened policy-
makers from more than 30
countries, alongside representa-
tives from the World Bank,
UNESC,0O and leading private-
sector innovators. The summit
delivered concrete recommen-
dations aimed at equipping
millions of teachers and stu-
dents with the skills needed to

thrive in an Al-enabled future.

The Summit marked the
first international edition of
MIT RAISE's Day of Al pro-
gramme, supported by DP
World, which aims to make
250,000 teachers and six mil-

lion students Al-literate over
the next 12 months. The open-
access programme promotes
equitable, research-based Al
learning across regions and lan-
guages.

Sultan Ahmed bin Su-

layem, Group Chairman and
CEOQO, DP World, added: “Op-
portunity is shaped by technol-
ogy — and more and more, by
Al. Economies will only grow
if people have the skills to nav-
igate the digital age. The bene-

fits of Al will only be shared if
young people have access to it,
and the skills to use it. Through
programmes like Day of Al
we are helping to ensure that
teachers, students and commu-
nities everywhere can take part

in this transformation. To-
gether, we can build a world
where Al increases opportunity
and builds resilience.”

Professor Cynthia Breazeal,
Director, MIT RAISE, said:
“The Day of AI Global Sum-
mit marks a powerful milestone
in our shared mission to make
AT education accessible to all.
What we are seeing here in
Dubai is a truly global commu-
nity of ministers, educators,
and innovators, all coming to-
gether with a shared belief that
every student deserves the op-
portunity to understand and
shape the technologies that are
transforming our  world.
Through our collaboration
with DP World, we are turning
that vision into action, empow-
ering teachers and young peo-
ple everywhere to use Al
responsibly, creatively, and for
the benefit of everyone.”=

British Council and ICAP col-
laborate to enhance English
languageskills for future CAs

Islamabad: The British
Council and the Institute of

through Aptis, the British
Council’s globally recognised

Chartered Accountants of Pak:

istan (ICAP) have signed a
agreement to enhance English
language assessment and com-
munication skills for ICAP stu-
dents preparing for the
Chartered Accountancy quali-
fication.

Under this partnership,
ICAP students will now take
their English assessment

tem aligned with the Common
European Framework of Ref-
erence for Languages (CEFR).
This alignment ensures ICAP’s
language standards reflect in-
ternational benchmarks and
supports the institute’s commit-
ment to continuous quality en-
hancement and global
relevance.m

Zong unveils Al roadmap for
Pakistan 2030

Islamabad: Zong unveiled
its AI Roadmap for Pakistan
2030 initiative at the Pakistan
AT Summit 2025, hosted by
CxO Global.

The one-day summit
brought together stakeholders
from the government, regula-
tors, industry leaders, acade-
mia and the corporate sector
to collectively shape the coun-
try’s digital future.

The summit featured five
high-impact panel discussions,
keynote sessions and the offi-
cial unveiling of Zong's Al
Roadmap for Pakistan 2030.

It also highlighted the
transformational role of artifi-
cial intelligence in governance,
cloud and data infrastructure,
business innovation and social
development.

Speaking at the occasion,
Ali Waqas, Executive Director

BSS and IT Infrastructure,
Zong said, “Trust is the foun-
dation of responsible AT adop-
tion, and it begins with
educating customers on how
their data is used and ensur-
ing clear, informed consent
wherever personal informa-
tion is involved. Pakistan
now needs a stronger na-
tional direction on Al, in-
cluding defined targets for
computing power, robust
public—private partnerships,
and policies that enable safe
data sharing for national re-
search while protecting
identity-sensitive informa-
tion. The next step is to
drive adoption across key
sector so we can unlock pro-
ductivity, strengthen innova-
tion, and position Pakistan
as a competitive Al-driven
nation.”s

Bestway Group, UBL donate Rs 550 million to LUMS

Lahore: The Lahore Uni-
versity of Management Sci-
ences (LUMS) received a joint
donation of Rs 550 million
from Bestway Group and
United Bank Limited (UBL).
Each organization contributed
Rs 275 million, showing their
commitment to education as a
driver of national progress. Key
figures from LUMS and the
Bestway Group, including Syed
Babar Ali, the Founding Pro
Chancellor of LUMS, attended
the event. Lord Choudrey,
Chairman of Bestway Group,
highlighted LUMS' exceptional
academic environment, while
UBL President Muhammad

Jawaid Igbal reaffirmed the
bank's dedication to nurturing
talent.

dents with access to high-qual-
ity education and strengthen
LUMS' role in developing lead-

This philanthropic gesture
aims to provide deserving stu-

ers capable of driving social
and economic change in Pak-

istan. The ongoing partnership
underscores the importance of
education in shaping the na-
tion's future.

This generous donation to
LUMS by the largest business
group and bank in the country
reflects their enduring belief in
education as the foundation of
national progress and LUMS'
ability to facilitate this progress.
The contribution will further
LUMS' mission to provide top-
tier education to exceptional
students regardless of financial
constraints and to cultivate
leadership based on innova-
tion, integrity, and service to
society.m
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Pakistan secures
JF-17 Thunder ex-
port deal at Dubai

Airshow

Dubai:  Pakistan  an-
nounced that a partner nation
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) to acquire
the JF-17 Thunder fighter dur-
ing the Dubai Airshow at Al
Maktoum International Air-
port.

The JF-17 Thunder is a
joint development between
China’s Chengdu Aircraft Cor-
poration and the Pakistan
Aeronautical Complex, with
the Block III model introduc-
ing the KLJ-7A radar and en-
hanced payload capacity.

The Block III variatn is the
most advanced of the Thunder
program and marks a major
step in Pakistan and China’s
joint fighter development. The
aircraft made its first flight in
Chengdu on 15 December
2019, followed by a second
prototype in Pakistan. Serial
production began at PAC
Kamra in December 2020.

The new fighter jet intro-
duces a wide set of upgrades
centered on sensors, avionics,
and pilot awareness, including
the air cooled KLLJ 7A AESA
radar built under license at
Kamra, a digital three axis fly
by wire system, an infrared
search and track sensor, and a
new holographic wide angle
head up display.»

Telenor consolidates
loT operations to
launch global loT

powerhouse

Fornebu (Norway): Telenor
announces a significant step in
its Internet of Things (IoT)
strategy by consolidating its
Nordic IoT operations under
Telenor Connexion, creating a
unified global IoT powerhouse.
This move strengthens Telenor’s
position as a leading provider of
managed IoT solutions, en-
abling customers to benefit from
a more streamlined, scalable,
and innovative service offering.

“This consolidation is about
unlocking scale and accelerating
growth. By bringing our [oT ca-
pabilities together under Telenor
Connexion and our portfolio
brand, Telenor IoT, we are cre-
ating a stronger platform to
serve customers across the
Nordics and globally, while cap-
turing the opportunities of a
rapidly expanding market,” says
Dan Ouchterlony, Head of Te-
lenor Amp.

The global managed IoT
market outside China is pro-
jected to reach around USD 30
billion by 2030, fuelled by rising
demand for connected devices
across industries including auto-
motive, manufacturing, and
smart cities.m
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PC Hospitality partners with Grand Shafaat Hospitality to
open PC Legacy Nathia Gali

Islamabad: Pearl-Conti-
nental Hospitality, a division
of Hashoo Group, has signed
a management agreement
with Grand Shafaat Hospital-
ity to operate PC Legacy
Nathia Gali. The signing cere-
mony took place at Pearl-Con-
tinental Hotel Rawalpindi and
was attended by senior execu-
tives of Pearl-Continental
Hospitality, Hashoo Group,
and Grand Shafaat Hospital-
ity, along with notable person-
alities from the twin cities.

Located in the lush green
surroundings of Nathia Gali
in the Abbottabad District of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the up-
coming hotel will offer a luxu-
rious  mountain  retreat
experience. Known for its pine
forests, cool climate, and
panoramic mountain views,
Nathia Gali is a popular hill
station in Pakistan, just a short

drive from Islamabad. The
property will feature 50 well-
appointed guestrooms spread

During the signing cere-
mony, Shafaat Ahmed, Chair-
man of Grand Shafaat

natural beauty and warm hospi-
tality of the region.
Bastien Blanc, CEO of the

across multiple floors, as well
as restaurants, ballrooms, a
health club, meeting and confer-
ence rooms, a kids' club, and
various guest facilities to meet
the standards of a premium
four-star hotel.

i YT ohet

-

P

. I
Hospitality, expressed his pleas-
ure in collaborating with PC
Hospitality to elevate the hospi-
tality experience in Nathia Gali.
He emphasized the shared com-
mitment to quality service, guest
comfort, and showcasing the
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Hospitality Division at Hashoo
Group, highlighted the signifi-
cance of the agreement for PC
Legacy Nathia Gali in expand-
ing quality hospitality offerings
in Pakistan's leisure and tourism
destinations. He emphasized

the potential of Nathia Gali as
a year-round nature retreat and
the Group's dedication to en-
hancing the guest experience
through operational expertise

¥ and established hospitality stan-
q] dards.

Pearl-Continental Hospital-

| ity, a leading hospitality organi-

zation in Asia, offers a diverse

| portfolio of hotels, restaurants,

education, and travel services.
With over 60 operating and up-

| coming hotels, the Group's
1 brands include luxury, pre-

mium, and midscale to budget
offerings, as well as renowned
dining destinations. Addition-
ally, Pearl Tours & Travel pro-
vides travel and car rental
solutions, and the Hashoo
School of Hospitality Manage-
ment focuses on developing
hospitality professionals
through diploma and degree
programs.m=

Visa and Euronet partner to drive real-time clearing and ex-
pand digital payment acceptance

Islamabad: Visa has an-
nounced a strategic partnership
with Euronet Pakistan to enable
Visa SMS (Settlement Messag-
ing Service) — a global initiative
designed to modernize the clear-
ing and settlement process
across the POS acquiring
ecosystem.,

Visa SMS introduces real-
time clearing messaging be-
tween POS Acquirers/Acquirer
Processors and the Visa net-
work, replacing the legacy
batch-based, offline clearing
model. With Visa SMS, a clear-

ing message is triggered instantly empowers participating POS
upon authorization approval, Acquirers to offer real-time
providing immediate clearing clearing services, enhance oper-

advice and enabling faster, more
transparent settlement cycles.
This next-generation capability  digital payments landscape.

ational efficiency, and gain a
competitive edge in an evolving

As part of this initiative, and
in its role as Visa's strategic en-
ablement partner, Euronet Pak-
istan will lead market adoption
by working closely with local
POS Acquirers to drive integra-
tion, ensure technical readiness,
and support the seamless, na-
tionwide rollout of real-time
clearing solutions.

“Euronet is committed to
serving as Visa's strategic en-
ablement partner for this impor-
tant initiative,” said Kashif
Gaya, CEQ, Euronet Pakistan,
“As Pakistan’s largest acquiring

processor, our role as the key
market enabler for real-time
clearing underscores our dedica-
tion to empowering Acquirers,
modernizing payment infra-
structure, and driving the indus-
try’s shift toward faster, smarter,
and more transparent payment
processing. This initiative will
also accelerate merchant on-
boarding and expand accept-
ance, particularly among SMEs
and underserved segments, fos-
tering a more inclusive and fu-
ture-ready payments ecosystem
across the country.m

Zindigi and Ori-
ent launch digi-
tal supply chain
financing to em-
power SMEs

Karachi: Zindigi powered by
JS Bank and Orient Electronics
Pvt Ltd have signed a landmark
MoU to introduce digital supply
chain financing for suppliers and
distributors across Orient’s
chain. Zindigi empowers SMEs
with structured, cost-efficient fi-
nancing that is easy to access
and strengthens risk manage-
ment. The MoU signing was at-
tended by key leaders from
Zindigi and JS Bank, including,
Sania Batool Shah (Head of
Digital Lending), along with
senior leadership from Orient
Electronics, including Ahmad
Fazal (MD), Zaeem Ahmad
(Director), and Ahsan Bashir
(CFO).=

French Ambassador commends L’Oréal
Pakistan for its positive impact on economic
relations and women's empowerment

Karachi: French Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan, His Excellency
Nicolas Galey, visited L’Oréal
Pakistan’s headquarters in
Karachi, acknowledging the
company's efforts in strength-
ening economic ties, promoting

sador Nicolas Galey expressed
his pleasure in visiting L'Oréal
Pakistan, highlighting the com-
pany as a symbol of France’s

Since its establishment in
2009, L’Oréal Pakistan has in-
vested over PKR 4.3 billion in
foreign direct investment and
PKR 1.68 billion in capital ex-

strong partnership with Pak-

women’s empowerment, and M

supporting sustainability in
Pakistan.
During the visit, Ambassa-

dor Galey met with Rehan
Saeed, Executive General Man- {2

ager of L'Oréal Pakistan, and
engaged with members of the
leadership team and beneficiar-
ies of the company’s social im-

pact programs. The discussions E

focused on L'Oréal Pakistan’s
significant investments, local
manufacturing expansion, and
community-driven initiatives
that have positively impacted
lives across the nation. Ambas-

istan. He praised L'Oréal’s ded-
ication to empowering women,
boosting local industry, and
contributing to community de-
velopment, aligning with the
values shared by France.

r'_‘
'
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penditure. The

company’s
focus on local manufacturing,
job creation, and skill develop-
ment has enhanced Pakistan's
economic and creative land-

scape.m

Dealers vehe-
mently oppose
SBP require-
ments for ac-
count-based
dollar transfers

Karachi: US dollars, previ-
ously exchanged over the
counter, must now be trans-
ferred through bank accounts.
As new regulations aligned with
the central bank's policy were
implemented, dealers faced a
surge of questions and uncer-
tainty. The State Bank of Pak-
istan restricted cash dollar
purchases, instructing banks
and exchange companies to de-
posit foreign currency directly
into buyers” accounts instead of
providing cash. The unexpected
directive, issued through a re-
cent State Bank circular, aims to
transition Pakistan towards a
fully cashless foreign currency
system but has caused confu-
sion, frustration, and heated
discussions within the financial
sector.m
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Front: 16 MP, Back: 50 MP

6000 mAh

W RAM 126B ROM 512 GB

S25
Brilliant Performance

& = o

- —

6.7" HD+

Hole Punch Display

128GB ROM

24GE* RAM

50MP Triple Al

13MP Selfie Camera

5000mAh

Battery

NOKIA

NOKIA

105 CLASSIC

800 mAh

1.77 in (4.5 cm) 4

HVD

MAKERS OF NOKIA PHONES

o PO E | ADVANCETELECOM

com.com.pk

Realme 14T 5G
Rs. 79,999
~
Chipset: Mediatek Dimensity
6300, GPU: Mali-G57 MC2
6.67 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: 16 MP, Back: Dual
Camera 50 MP + 2 MP
6000 mAh
s ]
ﬂkﬁk:..a?.h\’h.lv\g RAM 12GB ROM 256 GB
/

NOTE70

128GB ROM

3* RAM

13MP Triple Al | P

P

5Gmih
Leng Lasting |
Battery

www.advancetelecom.com.pk

. FADVANCETELECOM
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Moty King ™

Type-C 1000 Magic
CONNECTIVITY CONTACTS VOICE

3500mAh

BATTERY

1.8inches
SCREEN

WINTEL
—

©

Builtin

3500mAh  MEDIATEK
BATTERY CHIPSET

AUTO CALL 10

RECORDING CONTACTS

G'FIVE

SMART PHONE

GN
pES' oy
g B

et i
e (08 2!

2.4inches OmA
SCREEN DISPLAY BATTERY

Auto Call
RECORDING

Mediatek
CHIPSET

\N’WW.C.FIVEDAHJBTAN.CDM

G'FIVE

SMART FHOMNE

DUAL BATTERY

SIM 39‘0

5LOTS mil

POWER DISPLAY  SMART
SPEAKERS 1.8"

3D MusIC INCHES CAMERA

WWW.GCFIVEPAKISTARN.C

FUN 101

Less smart, more fun.

MicroSDHC 32GB

1500mAh removable
2.0 inches, 128%160 px

3.5mm jack, wireless FM

B § X (@ /ADVANCETELECOM

www.advancetelecom.com.pk

HUNMOD

italElols e Arforekziol
ool for svapyoril

Display
2.0 inches, 128x160
pixals PHILIPS

Storage
microSDHC card
support {up to 32GB)

8 § X @ /ADVANCETELECOM

www.advancetelecom.com.pk

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | ,2025 9




Nyt ¢ J; L«PE' ¥

% Infinix

= XPARD
Feel. Enjoy. Together
nRsiimE st | aeire |

PECRRELEEY Rs, 49,999/- LEEARLE Rs, 59,999/-

Infinix Hot 60 Pro

Chipset: MediaTek Helio G100

EEEEEE  itimate, GPU: Mali-G57 MC2

6.78 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Display

Front: 32 MP

Camera Back: 50 MP + 8 MP

Battery

5200 mAh

\/[=l31e1a’) RAM 12GB  ROM 256GB

~
Chipset: Mediatek
Helio G200, GPU:
Mali-G57 MC2
= 6.78 Inches,AMOLED
Dlspiay Capacitive Touchscreen
Battery 5160mAh
Memory RAM 8GB ROM 128GB
. J
Infinix %’,
ZENITH
HOT60Pro*

Paper Thin, Power In 4

45W 5160mAh
5-Year Durable Battery

6.78" 144Hz AMOLED
Corning Gorilla Glass 7i

Infinix Al
One-Tap Adaptive

Mediatek Helio G200
Powerful Processor

Available Now

@

Xiaomi Store

Autherized Reseller

Redmi 13

Scene hai 13

-~ Rs.32,299

Supports 33W Fast Charging

2N/

Standby | Up to 19 days

lnistore 4219

ZTE Blade V60 Design

Chipset: Unisoc T606

Processor CPU: Octa-Core 1.6GHz

Dlsplay 6.6 Inches
Front : BMP
Camera Main 50MP+ 2MP

depth lens AI-CAM

Battery 5000mAh
KemG RAM 6GB
ry ROM 256GB
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VGO TEL

|

e

Rs. 24,500

VGO TEL
Introducing
Smart 12
il
Live the Upgrade

128GB + 4GB (8GE Extendable RAM) | 5000 mAh (Built-in Battery) | SOMP (&1 Rear Camera)

Rs. 19,750

@ vgotelpk
o vgotelpakistan

0 www.vgotel.com

Samsung Galaxy A24
Rs. 72,999

ey
L1=

VGO 'I‘E:LEJ Powered by LL <
NEW16&@e
Plug In.

Vibe Back Fa:
Rs. 18,750

E 6000mAh
Built-In Battery

o vgotelpakistan e WwwECtel.com @ vgotelpk

VGO TEL

Sunaye degi zindagi ki rhythm
with iIMUSIC [Uts Speakers

| — .
| Wiraless Battery 2
E FM Radio 3000mAh ‘

Samsung A36
Rs. 119,999

Chipset: Mediatek MT8781
Helio G99 (6nm) CPU: Octa-core
(2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-A76 +
6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 13 MP, Main: Triple Camera
50 MP, f/1.8, (wide), PDAF, OIS
+5MP /2.2, (ultrawide),
1/5" +2 MP, f/2.4, (macro)

5000mAh
(Li-Po Non removable),

|/l RAM 8GB  ROM 128GB

Chipset: Qualcomm SM6475-AB
Snapdragon 6 Gen 3, CPU:
Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz
Cortex-A78 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

Processor

6.7 Inches, Super AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

50 MP, f/1.8, (wide), 1/1.96",
O EIEN ppAF OIS + 8 MP, 72,2, (ultrawide)
, 1/4.0" + 5 MP, /2.4, (macro)

Display
Front: 12 MP, Main: Triple Camera
) cly 5000 mAh

RAM 8GB ROM 256GB

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | +2025 24




TECNO SPARK 40 PRO TECNO SPARK 40 PRO PLUS
6.78"AMOLED144Hz m 6.78"AMOLED144Hz
Front Camera:13MP T Front Camera:13MP
Rear Camera:50MP Rear Camera:50MP
RAM/ROM RAM/ROM
8GB+256GB 8GB+256GB
45W Fast Charging
45W ; >
30W Wirel Ch
Fast Charging Ireless Lharging
5200 mAh 5200 mAh
TECNO CAMON 40 PRO TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G
L4 68" AMOLED 120Hz 6.78" AMOLED 144Hz
Front Camera:50MP Front: 50MP
Rear Camera:50MP+8MP e e
RAM/ROM 12GB Ram+512GB ROM
8GB+256GB (12GB+12GB extended)
45W

Fast Charging

5200 mAh

70W, Ulira Charge

5000mAh

MOBILE

| i . p

MOBILE

=R S0CT

Super Bright

(Sound )

3L =1 Zﬁ @ ' TorCh
Powerful Torch Smart Camera Bluetooth Dialer Wireless FM Radio
FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | ,2025 x;‘
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Importer Name Brand ol Oct-25 e
FUTURE TECH APPLE 26 22,986
DB LINK (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 90 19,040
INTRO TECHNOLOGY APPLE . ‘
NEXTWAVE DISTRIBUTION (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -

| M/S AS TRADING APPLE 205 61,687
IOT TRADERS (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE . .
M/S BK TRADERS APPLE 4,325 1,603,196
ROCKERS TRADING APPLE - -

AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD APPLE 1,093 1,377,260
M/S NEXALINK APPLE . .
SMART FLOW (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
ENABLING SOLUTIONS {SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
CITI TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE . i
IPHONE CITY APPLE - -

_SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED il APPLE - == ] —— =
SMART SOLUTIONS APPLE 141 51,010
AL NAFEESA ENTERPRISES APPLE - -

_ GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
GNEXT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 5,353 5,672,452
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE 118 37,477
ACTION MOBILE APPLE 5 z
MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE . “
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE 466 180,902
SHOPME APPLE - -
DERIMOD ENTERPRISES APPLE . .
MOBO MOBILE (PVT.) LIMITED APPLE = -
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE e &
LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 2,397 3.051.639
WAQAS MOBILES APPLE . .
MYSHA ENTERPRISES APPLE & =
NAYYAR ENTERPRISES APPLE E B
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - .
M/S. C RIGHT MOBILE APPLE - -
TRADE BATCH INTERNATIONAL APPLE = -

MY REHMANI TRADERS APPLE 349 152,928
GREEN ENTERPRISES APPLE : -

 CORETECH APPLE 53 16,470
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION APPLE 6,820 2,021,139
USRA COMMUNICATION APPLE . .

| PICK N SAVE APPLE 5 -
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE 381 136,277
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS APPLE - -

— | HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE - -
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE . .
UNITED TRADERS APPLE - .

_BELLCO TRADING COMPANY (PRIVATE) LIMITED E-TACHI 22 220
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD MINTT 5 .
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED HMD - -
SICCOTEL TRADING HMD - -

_G' FIVE MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED GFIVE - -
INFOCOM GADGETS (PRIVATE) LIMITED CALME S i
FAYWA TRADING (PRIVATE) LIMITED FAYWA - -
M/S AS TRADING GOOGLE 508 30,593
DB LINK (PRIVATE) LIMITED GOOGLE 203 17,569
SAHAA TRADERS GOOGLE 506 42,440
EUROTEL TRADING GOOGLE 2 =
M/S BK TRADERS GOOGLE 8,265 921,438
MICROTEL TRADING GOOGLE 200 17,010

_SHOPME GOOGLE - -
SICCOTEL TRADING GOOGLE - -
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION GOOGLE 9,280 877,931

_ SMART TECHNOLOGIES. g | _GOOGLE a Ve &~ - | - !
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS GOOGLE - -
SMART SOLUTIONS GOOGLE 431 41,782
POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED HELLO TECH - -
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS BLACKVIEW - -
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED SEGO - .

| A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED ALLCALL - .
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED D CODE - -
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE 5 362
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G 5,000 139,447
PICK N SAVE DIGNO - -
ALPHA ENETWORK (PRIVATE) LIMITED M-HORSE - -
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE]} LIMITED MEIZU = -
A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED ETEL - -
GOLDEN TECHNOLOGICS HONOR 12,400 698,925
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES HONOR
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.} LIMITED INFINIX 170,500 14,821,443
ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX 3 660
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED INEINIX - -

SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX B -
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED i INFINIX i 2 i as0 il
MOBICELL {PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX = iz
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX 126,000 9,408,216
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD ITEL 30,000 1,230,180
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL - -

HINOV TELECOM {PVT.):LIMITED TLEL 10,000 984,004
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL E H
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 25,000 948,093
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TTEL . .

4 r TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL - -

L "y SKYLINES INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATES OUKITEL w e
YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED KXD & -
S.A.Q COMMUNICATION MOTOROLA 157 6,711
M/S BK TRADERS MOTOROLA 58 4,072
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS MOTOROLA - =

" TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA - =
SMART TECHNOLOGIES MOTOROLA < :
FORTLINE (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA = t
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA - -
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA . -
SICCOTEL TRADING NOKIA % .
UNITED NATION NOKIA - i

Ay | YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOTHING 510 152,350
‘,5 5.A.Q COMMUNICATION NO NAME 1,273 95,504
-I:_: STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME - -

|
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Brand Oct-25

Qty Amt
LOGISTICS PROPEL NO NAME 3 2
'ACTION MOBILE "NO NAME z 2 1
'ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED “NO NAME_ - -
"EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS “NO NAME 5 -
M/S GREEN GATE GLOBAL NO NAME . -
ICONIC STARS ELECTRONICS NO NAME 5 T |
A.5. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME . ?
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME - 3
EUROTEL TRADING NO NAME " -
PICK N SAVE NO NAME = -
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO 80,600 6,752,800 1
IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED OPPO a a
"UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED QMOBILE R
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME 103,500 7,896,000
SUNTON MOBILE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME 26 7,580
LOGISTICS PROPEL REALME 4 920
M/S BK TRADERS SAMSUNG 1,593 433,672
MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG . :
CORETECH SAMSUNG - -
SICCOTEL TRADING SAMSUNG . -
SMART TECHNOLOGIES SAMSUNG T -
"SMART SOLUTIONS SAMSUNG 220 58,222 )
M/S AS TRADING SAMSUNG_ 242 63,890
SHOPME ~ SAMSUNG s o
PICK N SAVE SAMSUNG “ -
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION SAMSUNG 2,565 710,248
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS SAMSUNG . F
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG '
GREEN ENTERPRISES SAMSUNG - -
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 121,650 17,026,950
SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG 12 3,402
[EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG 25 7,088
'YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED ~ SDMOBILE 25000 1,650,523 |
AR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD TECNO - -
'SAHAA TRADERS F 4 B TECNO s
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 145,004 12,306,743
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 22 9,866
CORETECH TECNO - -
UNITED MOBILE TECNO 3 m
SICCOTEL TRADING TECNO -
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 187,500 21,878,000
EZEE SOLUTIONS ULEFONE 30,006 1,138,024
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO 5 i
'SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED @ i VGOTEL %, A
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED VILLAON a 320
'CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED i w VILLAON v |
M/5.ZENITH ENTERPRISE VILLAON g T
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED VILLAON 5 2
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS XIAOMI 1,999 482,347
CORETECH A T XIAOMI . - |
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 13 5,160
M/S GREEN GATE GLOBAL _ » . _XiAOMI - i
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI - 4
'STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED By 5 _X1IAOMI - £
OPTIMUS. XIAOMI 43,513
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI . 3,372,499
'UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED - X MOBILE W % 1
DEPLOY (PVT.) LIMITED X MOBILE z T
VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED X MOBILE - N
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED ZEEKER - -
VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED ZTE 26,622 -
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED ZTE 1,461,601
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED ZTE = -
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED ZTE - x
APPLE 21,817 14,404,464
CALME 3 = : |
MINTT - -
HMD L K 3 - - i
ALLCALL - -
MEIZU - -
GFIVE 19,393 1,948,763
GOOGLE 22 220
E-TACHI 5 =
OQUKITEL - -
FAYWA — F 4 - B
'ULEFONE W 3 - ]
HELLO TECH . .
SEGO - =
BLACKVIEW 5 362
D CODE 5, 139,447
DIGIT 4G - =
DIGNO - -
M-HORSE -
ETEL 698,925

3,162, 277
KXD s £
MOTOROLA 215 10,782
NOKIA -
NO NAME 1,273 95,504
OPPO 80,600 6,752,800
NOTHING 510 152,350
Q MOBILE = - -
REALME 103,530 7,904,500
SAMSUNG 126,307 18,309,471
'SD MOBILE | a - 1
TECNO 170,026 13,967,132
vivo 187,500 21,878,000 !
VILLAON 320
VGOTEL 30,006 1,138,024
X MOBILE - -
XIAOMI 45,525 3,860,007
ZEEKER s 5
ZTE 26,622 1,461,601
Total 1,192,260 120,111,757
FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | ,2025 /‘j
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Flat No 200/14,First Floor Tariq
Block Garden Town Lahore.




Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra i n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telacommunication Ll

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Vivo V60 Lite

Spring Summer

Al Aura Light Portrait

65C9

BlueVolt Battery

.
Q0w

*Advertising creativity. Pictures shown are for reference. The actual product shall prevail.

Natural Autumn Winter

MediaTek Dimensity

7360-Turbo

Infinity AMOLED Display
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Co-engineered with W

ZEISS Portrait So Pro
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