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Finally, the government has entered the realm of cryptocurrency
by partnering with SC Financial Technologies. This collaboration will
enable Pakistan to explore the use of cryptocurrency for international
payments, potentially complementing its existing financial systems.
The agreement between Pakistan and SC Financial Technologies has
significant implications for the country’s economy. The deal is another
feather in the cap of Pakistan to keep pace with the present technology-
driven world, along with reaping diplomatic benefits at the global level.

The stablecoin involved in the partnership is pegged to the US
dollar, reducing volatility and minimising the risk of manipulation and
fraud. This stability is crucial in a region where financial uncertainty
can hinder progress. With official government support, the project is
likely to gain credibility as a legitimate form of exchange, attracting
both local and international interest.

Stablecoins are anchored with real assets; therefore, their market
credibility is much stronger than the bitcoin, which is a kind of
cryptocurrency open to fluctuating in value in a short time.

Notably, the partnership involves a firm connected to the Trump
family, adding a geopolitical aspect to what could have been seen as a
purely financial endeavour. This connection could position Pakistan at
a crossroads of international economic relationships, especially with
the involvement of Steve Witkoff, a US Special Envoy active in the
Middle East and South Asia. The family ties between the Witkoffs and
SCFinancial Technologies suggest potential for increased collaboration
and investment opportunities.

Pakistan’s venture into cryptocurrency through this partnership
signifies a modern approach to finance and aligns the country with
influential global figures. The implications for Pakistan’s financial
landscape and its role in the international marketplace could be
significant after this deal. While partnering with a company closely
linked to another country’s political leadership may have raised
diplomatic concerns in the past, today’s global norms are shaped by
evolving realities rather than traditional conventions.

In the current transactional world, it is important to consider
the practical benefits of partnerships with entities like SC Financial
Technologies and World Liberty Financial, even if they bring Pakistan
closer to the current US administration. This strategic choice should be
evaluated based on its merits rather than abstract discomfort, as seen
in similar situations worldwide. For instance, Qatar recently gifted
an aircraft for temporary presidential transport to the US President,
showcasing the use of strategic gestures in international relations.
Pakistan should assess and implement strategies that align with the
current global environment to safeguard national security and promote
the welfare of its citizens.

For the industry, stablecoins have become a gateway for institutional
adoption, offering value stability and blockchain-native efficiency that
are beneficial for payments, settlements, and other applications.

The Government of Pakistan, as such, has taken a right step in the

right direction, though some streamlining moves await completion at
the legislative level for smooth sailing of the process.
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Al negative impact on society

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is fast gaining popularity as more
people are using it to save time. However, it has become
increasingly difficult to determine the authenticity of video
clips. There are instances where individuals are reacting
strongly to videos or photos that may be misleading or
manipulated. For example, if someone shares a fake video or
an inappropriate image of a woman on social media out of
spite, it can trigger serious consequences. Conversations have
become more contentious, with disagreements arising easily.
Mentioning a controversial video attributed to a cult leader
often leads to scepticism, with both sides unable to verify the
authenticity of the content.

On a positive note, discussing topics like politics and religion
has become more challenging, leading to a shift towards safer
topics like sports, particularly cricket, which is the most popular
in our country. Expressing opinions on sports-related matters
is generally less controversial and avoids potential conflicts.
Looking ahead, as technology advances and robots appear
like human beings, the situation is becoming challenging to
distinguish between real humans and artificial beings. This
could pose significant issues in the future, although it is a
concern that I will not have to personally face.

Shakir Lakhani, Karachi

Elite austerity needed

I, like many others, am hopeful that the ruling elite of Pakistan
will adopt the promised austerity measures in letter and spirit.
The powerful elitists must demonstrate their commitment and
patriotism in word and action. We need to understand that our
nation’s salvation and survival depend on following the vision
of the Quaid-i-Azam, who visualised Pakistan as a modern
democratic welfare state, which is not possible without a
maximum near-uniform living standard for all. Pakistan was
not created to perpetuate the legacy of the British Raj by
granting state lands and titles to the elite.

The fate of the nation should be determined solely by its
people, not by those who have divided loyalties and cherish
different standards of life. The country has endured more than
enough.

Malik Tarig Ali, Lahore

Meritocracy prevails in educational
institutions

Educational institutions are built on the foundation of merit
and integrity. If either of these pillars is compromised, the
entire educational structure suffers. In Pakistan’s Divisional
Public Schools and Colleges, which are overseen by boards of
governors (BoGs) chaired by commissioners, the commitment
to merit-based appointments has long been considered a
hallmark of excellence. However, recent developments
indicate a concerning shift towards a lack of transparency
in the appointment process. Reports from various divisions
suggest that appointment of the senior staff is being made
without making the merit lists public and disclosing the
established criteria, or transparent notification of results.
While some level of administrative discretion is necessary,

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

the lack of transparency in these processes undermines the
very foundation of meritocracy that these institutions strive
to maintain.

Transparency is not a threat to authority; it enhances credibility.
The Constitution of Pakistan guarantees every citizen the right
to access information about public decisions, and the Punjab
Transparency and Right to Information Act, 2013, was enacted
to prevent secrecy from shrouding public actions.

When institutions that are funded, overseen, or regulated
by public officials operate without transparency, they risk
eroding public trust and discouraging the induction of honest
educators who value fairness. Rebuilding trust requires that
every BoG selection process be transparent, accountable, and
subject to audit.

Prof Jam Mukhtar Hussain, Multan

Women pay ‘pink tax’ by fear

Women in Lahore are still facing the burden of an unfair ‘pink
tax’ when it comes to transportation, even with the availability
of more affordable options like e-bikes. This forces them to
make a difficult choice between cost and safety daily. Female
e-bike riders in Lahore often experience unwanted attention
and harassment and feel unsafe while riding in the city.

As a student commuting to university, I have personally
encountered numerous instances of unwelcome stares and
comments from strangers on the street. It is disheartening that
while minor infractions like missing tokens or tinted windows
can lead to penalties, harassment of women on bikes is going
unpunished. This situation forces women to opt for more
expensive transportation options like private cars or unreliable
ride-hailing services out of necessity rather than luxury. This
puts an additional financial burden on women in an already
challenging economic environment, which men do not have
to face. To address this issue, Lahore needs increased law
enforcement presence on main roads, effective policies to
protect women, and a public transport system that prioritises
safety for all passengers. Until these changes are implemented,
women will continue to be unfairly penalised for simply being
in public spaces.

Laiba Johar, Lahore

ChatGPT makes students lazier

There is a growing concern about students using Artificial
Intelligence (Al) tools, such as ChatGPT, to complete their
assignments. Some argue that this promotes laziness and
dishonesty. Instead of blaming the students, we should
question why so many of them feel the need to depend on
Al in the first place. Many students are under significant
academic pressure, often facing workloads that exceed their
capacity, tight deadlines, vague instructions, and limited
support. Teachers may properly explain concepts, yet they
expect high-quality work from students, even providing them
with low-quality input. Given these circumstances, it is not
surprising that students turn to Al tools.

If the education system aims to reduce students’ reliance
on Al, it must create an environment that fosters genuine
understanding rather than simply assigning more tasks and
pinning high hopes of a better output. The problem is not that
Pakistani students continue to rely on Al; the problem is that
they feel they have no other choice.

Maham Saeed, Karachi

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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annually from Pipri

freight corridor
-

The first phase includes rehabilitating a 52-kilometre

railway corridor from Karachi Portto the Marshalling Yard
at Pipri and developing a modern logistics park, targeted
to be completed within four months

akistan has officially kick-started the de-

velopment of the Pipri Dedicated Freight

Corridor and Multimodal Logistics Park,

a significant infrastructure project aligned
with CPEC. The aim is to enhance freight connec-
tivity between Karachi’s ports, domestic markets,
and routes to China and Central Asia. The ground-
breaking ceremony was attended by Federal Min-
ister for Railways Hanif Abbasi, DP World Group
Chairman and CEQO Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem,
and other officials. The project, a joint venture of
DP World, Pakistan Railways, and NLC, with NLC
as the executing agency, involves an estimated $400
millionin foreign direct investment. It is expected to
save up to Rs100 billion annually by reducing logis-
tics costs and transit times.

The first phase includes rehabilitating a 52-ki-
lometre railway corridor from Karachi Port to the
Marshalling Yard at Pipri and developing a modern
logistics park, targeted to be completed within four
months.

On being operational, import containers will be
transported by rail from Karachi’s ports to Pipri and
then dispatched by rail and road to various destina-
tions in Pakistan, China, Central Asia, and other
regional markets. The project aims to alleviate con-
gestion at Karachi Port by shifting freight movement
from road to rail, improving cargo clearance, reduc-
ing emissions, and extending the lifespan of urban
road infrastructure.

The Pipri corridor and logistics park, aligned
with Pakistan Railways’ ML-1 project under CPEC,
will integrate rail, road, and port operations, offering
warehousing, cargo consolidation, and other ser-
vices. This long-term solution is expected to decon-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

gest Karachi's ports, decrease carbon emissions, and
enhance trade flow efficiency. Sultan Ahmed bin
Sulayem emphasised the project’s role in strengthen-
ing Pakistan’s position as a regional trade gateway.

The partnership between DP World, NLC, and
Pakistan Railways was formalised through agree-
ments in 2025, marking the start of construction
and DP World’s continued investment in Pakistan’s
trade infrastructure.

The project, a joint venture of DP
World, Pakistan Railways, and
NLC, with NLC as the executing
agency, involves an estimated
$400 millionin foreign direct
investment

ECONOMY |

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
stressed the need for the timely implementation of
the next phase of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), reaffirming Pakistan’s commit-
ment to deepening economic cooperation with Chi-
na.

He made the remarks during a meeting with Sun
Haiyan, Vice Minister of the International Depart-
ment of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China (CPC), who called on him in Islam-
abad.

The prime minister lauded China’s continued
and generous support to Pakistan, particularly un-
der CPEC, and conveyed warm greetings to Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and the Chinese leadership.

He reaffirmed Pakistan’s “iron-clad” All-Weath-

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |
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er Strategic Cooperative Partnership with China,
calling it unshakeable under all circumstances.

PM Shehbaz also reiterated Pakistan’s unwaver-
ing commitment to the One China policy and re-
newed his invitation to President Xi Jinping to un-
dertake an official visit to Pakistan later this year,
describing 2026 as a milestone year as the two coun-
tries mark 75 years of diplomatic relations.

Welcoming the Chinese vice minister and her
delegation, the prime minister noted that the anni-
versary year had begun with high-level exchanges,
including recent visits by Pakistan’s deputy prime
minister and foreign minister to Beijing and the in-
terior minister to Shanghai.

He said the speaker of the National Assembly
was also expected to visit China in the coming days.

Sun Haiyan thanked the prime minister for the
warm reception and said China was committed to
further strengthening its long-standing and time-test-
ed relations with Pakistan across all sectors.

She congratulated him on bringing economic
and political stability to the country, adding that the
Chinese nation takes pride in Pakistan’s diplomatic
achievements.

Briefing the prime minister, the vice minister
said the CPC maintained strong ties with a wide
range of political parties in Pakistan. She appreciat-
ed PM Shehbaz’s leadership role in fostering polit-
ical unity for effective governance and underscored
the importance of party-to-party relations. She ex-
pressed the CPC’s resolve to deepen collaboration
with Pakistani political parties through institutional
inter-party mechanisms.

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister Syed
Tariq Fatemi, the Prime Minister’s Special Repre-
sentative for China Zafaruddin Mahmood, and For-
eign Secretary Amina Baloch were also present at
the meeting.

On the other hand, India has continued propa-
ganda against both countries. In response, China has
firmly rejected India’s opposition over infrastructure
activity in the Shaksgam valley in the Kashmir re-
gion and New Delhi’s criticism of the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC) flagship project.

“First of all, the territory you have mentioned is
part of China’s territory and China’s infrastructure
development activities in its own territory are be-
yond reproach,” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Mao Ning said in response to a question
during her regular briefing.

Mao Ning said that Pakistan and China signed
a border agreement and determined the border be-
tween the two countries in the 1960s. These are the
rights of Pakistan and China as sovereign states.

CPEC, as an economic cooperation initiative,
aims to promote local socio-economic development
and improve livelihoods. Such agreements and
CPEC will not affect China’s position on Kashmir,
and China’s position will remain unchanged, she
added.

At a media briefing, India’s External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson opposed China’s infrastruc-
ture development projects in the Shaksgam Valley.
He also criticised the China-Pakistan ‘boundary
agreement’ signed in 1963 and the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor.

Earlier, Pakistan and China agreed to align their
development strategies and build an upgraded ver-
sion of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor,
known as CPEC 2.0, during wide-ranging talks in
Beijing that also covered political ties, security coop-
eration and regional and international issues.

The Seventh Round of the Pakistan-China For-
eign Ministers’ Strategic Dialogue was co-chaired in
Beijing on January 4 by Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi and Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar.

As part of their economic engagement, Pakistan
and China agreed to develop an upgraded CPEC, a
pioneering project of the Belt and Road Initiative.
The two sides said the new phase would focus on
the key sectors of industry, agriculture and mining,
promote the building and operation of Gwadar
Port, ensure the smooth passage of the Karakoram
Highway, and enhance Pakistan’s capacity for sus-
tainable development.

JANUARY, 2026



SEGD snfied o

Unleash The Beast

6.8"” HD+ | MediaTek 5SOMP Dual Al 128GB ROM
90Hz, Durable Panda Glass Processor 8MP Selfie Camera 18GB* RAM
IP64

5000mAh | xAl OS 26

18W Type-C Fast Charging

Al Driven | Water & Dust Resistance

INTRODUCING XxAl, ' .
Your Assistant, Agent & Advisor, \h‘mﬂg /
Now Just A Click Away.

NFC ’)) ® 6 O O Segoexperience
www.segoexperience.com




Hatem Bémétraf, President and Group CEO of PTCL and

Free download: flare.pk

Ufone, announced PTCL’s participation in the auction
and emphasised the importance of fair auction conditions
for operators to invest confidently in network upgrades

required for 5G services

he federal cabinet has approved the Mo-
bile Virtual Network Operator (MVNO)
framework to enhance competition and in-
vestment in Pakistan’s telecom sector and
support the rollout of next-generation 5G services.

Under the new framework, MVNOs will be
granted a 15-year renewable licence, with a one-time
initial fee of $140,000 for nationwide operations,
allowing smaller players to enter the market under
their own brand names.

MVNOs will utilise existing mobile networks
and are required to establish at least one customer
care centre in every active city to ensure reliable ser-
vices and prompt assistance across Pakistan.

Operators will pay annual regulatory dues based
on shared revenue with parent mobile networks and
must adhere to service quality standards, SIM man-
agement protocols, and lawful interception rules.

The approval of MVNOs is expected to boost
telecom investments, increase competitiveness, and
align with Pakistan’s 5G spectrum auction objectives.

The framework aims to benefit consumers
through improved services, more options, and com-
petitive pricing, while enabling smaller companies
to contribute to Pakistan’s digital economy and
strengthen national telecom infrastructure.

Pakistan’s telecom sector is progressing towards
fifth-generation services as Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Company Limited (PTCL) has confirmed
its participation in the upcoming 5G spectrum auc-
tion, signalling industry readiness for the transition
to next-generation mobile networks. Hatem Bama-
traf, President and Group CEO of PTCL and Ufone,
announced PTCL’s participation in the auction and
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emphasised the importance of fair auction condi-
tions for operators to invest confidently in network
upgrades required for 5G services.

The confirmation of PTCL’s participation, along
with sector consolidation and improving financial
indicators, indicates the telecom industry’s prepared-
ness for 5G services.

Shaza Fatima said the auction will
offer seven spectrum bands, five
of which are new to Pakistan. The
increased capacity will enhance
3G and 4G services in three to
four months, with 5G launching in

six months in provincial capitals
and Islamabad

Despite challenges such as costs and regulatory
approvals, these developments represent a significant
step towards a more competitive telecom landscape
ahead of the 5G rollout.

Federal Minister for Information Technology
and Telecommunication Shaza Fatima Khawaja
said that Pakistan will auction 600 megahertz (MHz)
of additional spectrum next month, a move aimed at
improving internet speeds and paving the way for the
country’s first-ever 5G rollout.

The minister told a press conference in Islamabad
that Pakistan’s telecom sector is operating under a se-
vere spectrum shortage, which she described as the
primary reason for sluggish internet performance
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nationwide.

“We are a spectrum-starved country,” she said,
noting that mobile operators are currently providing
services using just 274 MHz of spectrum for a pop-
ulation of nearly 240 million. By comparison, she
observed, Bangladesh, with around two-thirds of
Pakistan’s population, has nearly 600 MHz of spec-
trum available. “It’s like trying to run four-lane traffic
on a two-lane road,” she added.

Shaza Fatima stated that the federal cabinet has
approved the framework for a major spectrum auc-
tion, through which approximately 600 megahertz
of additional spectrum will be made available to
telecom operators. The auction is expected to take
place soon.

She said the auction will include seven spectrum
bands, of which five will be offered in Pakistan for
the first time. The additional capacity is expected
to significantly improve 3G and 4G services within
three to four months of the auction, while 5G ser-
vices are planned to launch within six months in pro-
vincial capitals, including Islamabad.

“QOur goal is not just faster internet, but fu-
ture-ready connectivity,” the minister said, adding
that the government is working with the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) and interna-
tional consultants to align the process with global
best practices.

She stressed that reliable internet connectivity
has become essential infrastructure for economic
growth, national security, education, healthcare, ag-
riculture and exports.

“Without reliable internet, progress in today’s
world is impossible,” she said, pointing out that Pa-
kistan is the world’s fourth-largest freelancing econ-
omy, with the IT sector growing at around 20 to 21
per cent annually.

The minister credited the prime minister and the
finance ministry for backing telecom reforms, in-
cluding the removal of right-of-way charges across
federal departments and several provinces, a step she
said has reduced costs and encouraged investment in
fibre infrastructure.

She also announced cabinet approval of the
Mobile Virtual Network Operator (MVNO) policy,
which will allow new mobile brands to enter the
market without building their own networks.

Under the policy, MVNOs will purchase network
capacity from existing operators and offer services
under their own brands.

“This will increase competition, improve packag-
es and enhance affordability for users,” she said, add-
ing that global experience shows MVNOs strengthen
markets and attract foreign investment.

In another move, Shaza Fatima said the PTA has
approved district-level ISP licences, enabling local
cable operators and small firms to legally provide
internet services in villages, small towns and under-
served areas.

“This will expand fibre connectivity beyond ma-
jor cities and address long-standing complaints from
rural communities,” she said.

The minister also highlighted improvements
in international connectivity, saying Pakistan has
joined the world’s longest submarine cable system,
SMW-6, with two more undersea cables expected to
become operational later this year.

She said the new links would reduce reliance
on limited routes and lower the risk of disruptions
caused by international cable cuts, including those
recently reported in the Red Sea region.

Regarding internet shutdowns, the minister re-
plied that any temporary suspensions are imposed
strictly in accordance with security directives from
the Interior Ministry, not as a policy decision of the
IT Ministry.

“Human lives are more important than connec-
tivity,” she said, adding that such measures are taken
only in extreme situations.

Shaza Fatima said users should see a noticeable
improvement in internet quality within three to four
months after the spectrum auction, calling the re-
forms “transformational” for Pakistan’s digital fu-
ture.

“These policies are not for the next year, but for
decades to come,” she said.
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a phased approach over

seven years to shift from assembly to manufacturing, with
a target of achieving 50 percent localisation in mobile
phones by 2033. It also expands the scope to include
laptops, tablets, wearables, and other electronic devices

to diversity the industrial base

he government has finalised a draft Mo-

bile and Electronic Device Manufacturing

Policy (2026-33) to transition Pakistan’s

electronics sector from low-value assem-
bly to full-scale manufacturing. The policy aims to
increase localisation, boost exports, and integrate
into global supply chains, according to official doc-
uments.

The draft policy, developed by the Ministry of
Industries and Production in collaboration with the
Engineering Development Board (EDB), acknowl-
edges the current heavy reliance on imported kits
for mobile phone assembly in Pakistan. Despite
growth in assembly, localisation levels remain below
20 percent for most devices, making the sector vul-
nerable to import disruptions and foreign exchange
challenges. The proposed policy outlines a phased
approach over seven years to shift from assembly to
manufacturing, with a target of achieving 50 per-
cent localisation in mobile phones by 2033. It also
expands the scope to include laptops, tablets, wear-
ables, and other electronic devices to diversify the in-
dustrial base. Key challenges identified in the sector
include high tariffs on components, fragmented ven-
dor development, lack of design and testing capabil-
ities, and weak integration with global technology
ecosystems. To address these issues, the policy sug-
gests differentiated tariff structures to promote local
component manufacturing and a gradual reduction
of incentives for basic assembly operations.

The policy emphasises a structured approach
to manufacturing stages, starting with increased lo-
calisation of mechanical parts and sub-assemblies,
followed by electronic components and advanced
manufacturing processes. Firms must meet defined
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localisation targets within specified timelines to con-
tinue receiving incentives, a departure from previous
policies lacking enforcement mechanisms. Pakistan
aims to become a regional manufacturing hub for
affordable smartphones and electronics, targeting
markets in South Asia, the Middle East, and Afri-
ca. The policy incentivises export performance to
encourage firms to integrate Pakistani plants into
global supply chains.

The Ministry of Industries and
Production is consulting with
stakeholders to finalise a new

policy for the electronics sector,
focusing on manufacturing and
exports

Environmental sustainability is a key aspect of
the policy, with a target of recovering 70 percent
of electronic waste through formal collection and
recycling systems by 2033. Manufacturers may be
required to participate in extended producer respon-
sibility schemes for e-waste management.

The policy estimates that implementation could
create up to 50,000 skilled jobs, including special-
ised positions in engineering, quality control, test-
ing, and production management. Collaboration
with technical institutes and universities is highlight-
ed to develop skills aligned with evolving manufac-
turing needs. The document stresses the importance
of attracting global technology firms to Pakistan to
achieve localisation targets and export goals. It pro-
poses facilitation measures, regulatory predictabili-
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ty, and long-term policy continuity to build investor
confidence.

A final round of stakeholder consultations is due
before the policy is presented to the federal cabinet
and the prime minister for approval. The Ministry
of Industries and Production, along with industry
stakeholders, is working on a strategic shift in the
electronics sector towards manufacturing and ex-
ports. International technology companies, includ-
ing Apple, have been invited to provide input on the
policy framework before final approval.

It is a good omen that before finalising the Elec-
tronics Manufacturing Policy 2026-2033, the gov-
ernment intends to consult stakeholders in the mo-
bile phone industry. Stakeholders are demanding a
reduction in taxes and duties on imported SKD and
accessories. The local mobile phone manufacturing
industry in Pakistan has grown significantly, meet-
ing over 90% of domestic demand through local as-
sembly. However, challenges persist due to taxation
and policy inconsistencies. Buyers should be aware
of how taxes and duties affect pricing before making
a purchase.

Pakistan’s mobile phone imports rose by 40.5%
in the first five months of the fiscal year 2025-26,
compared to the same period in the previous year.
The total value of imported mobile phones during
July-November 2025 reached $801.1 million, up
from $570.2 million during the same period in 2024-
25, according to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS).

Every month, November 2025 witnessed an
increase of 4.81% in mobile phone imports com-
pared to November 2024, with imports recorded
at $156.57 million, up from $149.38 million. Fur-
thermore, imports grew by 8.3% in November 2025
compared to October 2025, when imports stood at
US $144.56 million.

‘While imports have risen, local production of
mobile phones has also increased. In November
2025, local manufacturing rose by 8% year-on-year,
reaching 2.49 million units, up from 2.31 million
units in the same month last year, according to Pa-
kistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) data.
However, cumulative production during the first 11
months of 2025 stood at 27.6 million units, reflect-
ing a 3% decline compared to the same period in
2024. Of the total units assembled in 2025, smart-
phones accounted for 53%, or 14.51 million units,
while 2G handsets made up 47%, or 13.09 million
units. Despite the monthly increase in local assem-
bly, the percentage of domestic production meeting
market demand fell to 88% in 2025, down from 93%
in the first ten months, primarily due to the rise in
imports after the launch of premium models like the
Apple iPhone 17.

Infinix led the local assembly volumes with 3.47
million units, followed by VGO Tel at 3.07 million,
Vivo at 2.57 million, and other brands such as Itel,
Tecno, Samsung, and Xiaomi.

Analysts at Topline Securities noted that the in-
crease in November’s production suggests a gradual
recovery from a period of slow production and in-
ventory accumulation. The brokerage firm projects
a 7-8% year-on-year growth in mobile phone sales
over the next 12 months, fueled by a stable rupee,
easing inflation, and growing consumer purchasing
power. The government is also pushing for a more
robust local manufacturing industry. The Minis-
try of Industries and Production, in coordination
with the Engineering Development Board (EDB),
has finalised a draft Mobile and Electronic Device
Manufacturing Policy (2026-33), aimed at moving
the industry from low-value assembly to full-scale
manufacturing. This policy targets deep localisa-
tion, export growth, and integration into global sup-
ply chains.

Currently, Pakistan’s mobile industry remains
heavily reliant on assembling imported kits, with
limited value addition and minimal exports. While
the handset assembly industry has grown rapidly in
recent years, localisation remains below 20%, leav-
ing the sector vulnerable to disruptions in imports
and foreign exchange pressures. The new policy
aims to address these issues and foster sustainable
growth in the sector.
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ollowing the dra-

ma played by the

Modi  Govern-

ment in the Held
Kashmir city of Pahlgam,
the military adventurism by
India explicitly exposed In-
dia’s weak military strength
against Pakistan’s robust
defence capability, which
has been significantly ac-
knowledged on a global lev-
el to rank Pakistan among
the top 15 most powerful
militaries worldwide. The
international and regional
powers credit the Pakistan
Army for its courage and
professional approach after
Pakistani soldiers displayed
their valour in diverse con-
flicts and international
operations. Renowned for
its prowess, the Pakistan
Army holds a prominent
place among the world’s
military forces, with as-
sessments from reputable
sources such as Global
Firepower, which has in-
cluded it among the top
10 to 12 most formidable
armies in the world.

Amid rising global ten-
sions, the Global Firepower
Index 2025 has released '
its latest list of the world’s
strongest militaries. Every ...
year, the Global Firepower g&
Index categorises countries i
based on their military §
strength, not only counting
their soldiers’ strength but
also taking into account
their overall operational ca-
pabilities and military hard-
ware. It considers defence
budgets, weapon quality,
technology, logistics, and a
country’s ability to support
military operations.

The United States ranks
first in the 2025 Global
Firepower Index. The main

— 4

Pakistan is considered to be a strong military presence
on a global scale, consistently ranking among the
top 15. In 2025, Global Firepower (GFP) placed
Pakistan militarily around 12th globally, highlighting
its power through a large number of active personnel
(approximately 650k+), advanced weaponry such as
tanks and aircraft, and a growing defence industry

Free download: flare.pk

- D

SOCIAL | FLARE REPORT L]

Pakistan military
image globally
becomes bold after
routing India in May

carrier), robust cyber/space
capabilities, and signifi-
cant technological edge,
though it has smaller per-
sonnel numbers compared
to superpowers, focusing
on elite quality and expe-
ditionary readiness across
land, sea, air, cyber, and
space domains.

Japan’s military
strength, organised as the
Japan Self-Defense Forces
(JSDF), is a formidable,
technologically advanced
force consistently ranked in
the world’s top 10 to 12, fo-
cusing on sophisticated air,
sea, and cyber capabilities,
backed by a growing de-
fense budget and close U.S.
alliance, aiming for greater
self-reliance in defense un-
der its Defence Build-up
Programme, despite consti-
tutional limits on offensive
roles

Turkey possesses a
formidable military, rank-
ing among the world’s
top powers (often Top 10
| globally) and having the
| second-largest active force
in NATO, leveraging a
Wl large conscript base, signif-
A8 icant reserves, modernising

) 9 equipment (especially in air

!m power with F-16s, drones,
= 0 and  domestic projects),
strong domestic defense
industry, and advanced
tech like T-155 Firtina
howitzers, making it a key
regional player focused on
modernization and capa-
bility projection.

Italy boasts a mod-
ern, professional military
(ranked 10th globally by
GFP in 2025) with strong
naval (two carriers, subs)
and air forces (Eurofight-
ers, F-35s, good logistics)
and significant NATO ex-

A

reason is its huge defence

budget, which is more than

USD 877 billion per year. The US has advanced weap-
ons, modern technology, and a global military pres-
ence with over 800 military bases worldwide. The US
military is strong on land, at sea, in the air, as well as
in space and cyberspace. It has about 1.3 million ac-
tive service members. Its key weapons include stealth
bombers like the B-2 and B-21, F-35 fighter jets, and
advanced drones.

Despite economic difficulties, Russia ranks second
in the world. Russia’s strength comes mainly from its
nuclear weapons and advanced missile systems. It
has around one million active soldiers and a defence
budget of about USD 100 billion annually. Russia is
known for its hypersonic missiles such as Avangard
and Zircon, along with strong air defence systems like
S-400 and S-500.

China ranks third in the 2025 index. Over the past
decade, China has rapidly expanded its military pow-
er. It has the largest active military force in the world,
with about two million soldiers. Its defence budget
stands at USD 350 billion per year. China’s navy has
the largest number of ships globally. The country has
also made major progress in drones, cyber warfare,
missile forces, and space technology, making it a seri-
ous global military challenge.

India ranks fourth in the 2025 Global Firepower
Index. India’s ranking reflects its well-balanced and
versatile military. It has about 1.45 million military
personnel and a defence budget of USD 80 billion
annually. India also possesses nuclear weapons and is
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growing indigenous defence technology.

South Korea ranks fifth in the 2025 list. Ongoing
tensions with North Korea have pushed South Korea
to modernise its military rapidly. The country has in-
vested heavily in missile defence systems, advanced
technology, and high-tech weapons. South Korea’s
strong military partnership with the United States
also increases its defence power, making it one of the
strongest militaries in the world. The UK military
strength, while a Top 10 global power (ranked 6th by
Global Firepower in 2025), is characterised by a pro-
fessional, technologically advanced force of around

The ranking is not based only on
the number of soldiers. It also
includes defence budgets, weapon
quality, technology, logistics, and a
country’s ability to support
military operations

180,000 total personnel (regulars, reserves, etc.), with
decreasing full-time numbers but high global spending
and significant global presence, focusing on high-tech
assets like jets, carriers, and cyber capabilities, though
personnel numbers are shrinking.

France boasts a highly advanced, professional,
and globally deployable military, ranking high global-
ly (around 9th by some metrics, Top 10 by GFP) due
to its independent nuclear deterrent, strong air/space/
naval power projection (Rafale jets, Charles de Gaulle
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perience, though its army’s

heavy armor lags; it's a key
European defence contributor focused on Mediterra-
nean security and expeditionary operations, balancing
advanced tech with a smaller budget.

Brazil’s military strength is significant in Lat-
in America, ranking among the top global powers
(around 11th-15th) due to its large personnel, substan-
tial defense industry, and focus on regional security
for its vast territory, with key strengths in jungle war-
fare, domestic tech (like Gripen fighters), and a sizable
reserve force, though primarily for defense rather than
global expeditionary roles

Pakistan’s military strength ranks highly globally,
often placing within the top 15, with rankings around
12th globally by Global Firepower (GFP) in 2025,
showcasing significant power with substantial active
personnel (around 650k+), advanced equipment (in-
cluding tanks, aircraft), and a rising defense industry,
though it remains a major arms importer, primarily
from China, focusing on credible deterrence against
regional rivals like India.

The Global Firepower Index 2025 shows that mil-
itary strength today depends not just on numbers, but
on technology, strategy, and global reach. Every year,
the Global Firepower Index ranks countries based
on their military strength. The ranking is not decided
only by the number of soldiers. It also considers de-
fence budgets, weapon quality, technology, logistics,
and a country’s ability to support military operations.
Many countries on the list are so powerful that smaller
nations may take decades to reach their level.
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Pakistan Railways on
the way to modernisation
despite financial and

Tariq Anwar Sipra

Chief Commercial Manager at Pakistan Railways

Flare Magazine has an exclusive

infrastructural lenes

interview with Tariq

Anwar Sipra, CCM at Pakistan Railways. In the interview,
he discusses the key challenges facing PRs, the ongoing
reforms, the growing importance of freight operations,
and the strategic modernisation plan. The interview offers
valuable insights into how PRsis working to enhance service
quality, operational efficiency, and long-term sustainability
as a crucial national institution

Flare: How would you describe the current
overall situation of Pakistan Railways?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Pakistan Railways is cur-
rently undergoing a period of transition and reform.
Despite financial challenges, ageing infrastructure,
and resource limitations, there are noticeable im-
provements in both passenger and freight operations.
Our focus is on stabilising operations and gradually
enhancing service delivery sustainably.

Flare: What is the biggest challenge Pakistan
Railways is facing today?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: The most significant chal-
lenge is outdated infrastructure, including old tracks,
signalling systems, and rolling stock, coupled with
limited investment over the years. These factors di-
rectly impact operational efficiency, train speeds,
punctuality, safety, and maintenance costs. Mod-
ernising infrastructure is crucial to live up to the
expectations of passengers and support the national
economy.

Flare: Has Pakistan Railways received suffi-
cient support from the government?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: The government has pro-
vided policy-level support and financial assistance,
particularly for revitalising selected routes and pro-
moting freight operations. However, long-term and
sustainable reforms require ongoing, consistent, and
structured government support. Institutional reforms
can only succeed with policy continuity and a clear
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long-term vision.

Flare: How do you evaluate the current condi-
tion of passenger train services?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Passenger services on major
routes have improved, with several trains restored
and service enhancements introduced. However,
coach shortages, maintenance needs, cleanliness
standards, and punctuality are areas that require fur-
ther attention. Our goal is to enhance the passenger
experience through improved facilities, reliability,
and service monitoring.

Flare: How crucial are freight services for Pa-
kistan Railways?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Freight services are vital for
Pakistan Railways’ financial sustainability. Increas-
ing the transport of industrial goods, agricultural
produce, cement, fertilisers, and containers by rail
can significantly boost revenues. A robust freight
system not only benefits Pakistan Railways but also
supports national trade and reduces strain on road
infrastructure.

Flare: Can public-private partnerships benefit
Pakistan Railways?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Yes, public-private part-
nerships are essential for attracting investment, im-
plementing modern management practices, and
upgrading technology. Partnerships can play a signif-
icant role in improving freight operations, developing
stations, modernising terminals, providing logistics

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
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services, and utilising railway assets commercially.
Such models can enhance performance while ensur-
ing transparency and efficiency.

Flare: How effectively are Pakistan Railways’
commercial assets being utilised?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Pakistan Railways owns
valuable land, stations, warehouses, and advertis-
ing spaces. Unfortunately, many of these assets are
underutilised. With proper commercial strategies,
transparent leasing frameworks, and professional as-
set management, Pakistan Railways can unlock sub-
stantial revenue potential and strengthen its financial
position.

Flare: How efficient is the online ticketing and
digital system?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Online ticketing has im-
proved passenger convenience and is a significant
step towards modernisation. However, further en-
hancements are needed to ensure system stability,
transparency, user experience, and protection against
misuse. Continuous digital reforms are necessary to
maintain reliable services and build passenger trust
in the system.

Flare: Is it feasible for Pakistan Railways to
overcome its financial losses?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Yes, Pakistan Railways can
gradually move towards financial stability. By ex-
panding the freight business, controlling unnecessary
expenses, modernising operations, commercialising
assets, and involving the private sector, losses can be
reduced, and revenue generation improved. Success
depends on consistent implementation and strong
governance.

Flare: Are fare increases inevitable?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Rising fuel, energy, and
maintenance costs make periodic fare adjustments
unavoidable. However, safeguarding low-income
passengers through targeted relief measures remains
a priority. We aim to strike a balance between afford-
ability for passengers and financial sustainability for
the organisation.

Flare: How crucial is the role of railway staff
in reforms?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Railway employees are our
most valuable asset. Proper training, capacity build-
ing, merit-based decisions, and motivation are cru-
cial for enhancing institutional performance. Staff
development and discipline are key to delivering reli-
able services and achieving reform objectives.

Flare: What role can technology play in im-
proving Pakistan Railways?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Technology can be trans-
formative. Modern signalling systems, digital mon-
itoring, automation, real-time scheduling, and per-
formance tracking can enhance safety, punctuality,
transparency, and overall operational efficiency. A
technology-driven approach is essential for Pakistan
Railways to meet modern standards and compete ef-
fectively with other transport systems.

Flare: How do you view railways from an envi-
ronmental perspective?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Rail transport is more fu-
el-efficient and environmentally friendly compared
to road transport. It helps reduce congestion, lower
carbon emissions, and support sustainable national
mobility. Strengthening railways is a practical step
towards a greener and more cost-effective transpor-
tation system in Pakistan.

Flare: Where do you see Pakistan Railways in
the next two to three years?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: With consistent reforms, we
anticipate growth in freight revenue, improved pas-
senger services, enhanced punctuality, and increased
commercialisation of railway assets. Pakistan Rail-
ways has the potential to become more efficient and
service-oriented, provided modernisation efforts re-
main focused and continuous.

Flare: What message would you like to convey
to the public?

Tariq Anwar Sipra: Pakistan Railways is a na-
tional asset. With public trust, cooperation, and
constructive feedback, we are dedicated to providing
safer, more reliable, and improved rail services. Our
mission is to modernise Pakistan Railways and en-
sure it positively contributes to Pakistan’s economy,
connectivity, and national development.
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Usman Yaqoob

Airlink Communication hosts

The Airlink Cricket League 2025 was a highly anticipated event, showcasing competitive

+4 a cricket gala to honour its
workforce

matches, teamwork, and memorable moments. The league featured intense competition
and impressive performances, generating excitement among fans and players

irlink Communication is engaged in the

manufacturing, distribution, and retail-

ing of a wide range of tech products,

including smartphones, televisions, and

wearables, in Pakistan. Alongside its commercial

activities, Airlink places a strong emphasis on cor-

porate social responsibility (CSR), with a focus on

community empowerment and educational initia-
tives to uplift local communities.

Employee engagement is a key priority, with

a range of events designed to promote a sense of

community and collaboration among the work-

force. The Airlink Cricket League 2025 was a

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

highly anticipated event, showcasing competitive
matches, teamwork, and memorable moments. The
league featured intense competition and impressive

During the recent Airlink Cricket

L.eague, staff members came to-

gether to demonstrate their skills
and enthusiasm for the sport

performances, generating excitement among fans
and players. This celebration of cricket not only
highlighted individual talents but also emphasised
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the camaraderie and shared passion among the par-
ticipating teams.

Airlink Communication has a strong tradition
of engaging employees in various activities to pro-
mote a sense of value, intelligence, and well-being.
During the recent Airlink Cricket League, staff
members came together to demonstrate their skills
and enthusiasm for the sport. The winning team
was awarded the trophy at the end of the event,
recognising their outstanding performance and
teamwork. This event underscored the company’s
dedication to fostering a dynamic and inclusive
workplace culture.
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MR. NOAH
General Manager
at nubia Pakistan
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1 affordable smartphone
4 in Pakistan

The Flare team had a conversation with Mr. Noah, the
General Manager of nubia Pakistan, who shared his
excitement for the opportunities presented by introducing
new technologies to different markets. He highlighted
that the obstacles he encountered early in his career have
strengthened his resolve, and he believes that Pakistan’s
expanding smartphone market offers great potential for
innovation and development. Mr. Noah aims to establish
nubia as a top smartphone brand in Pakistan by offering
cutting-edge yet cost-effective devices tailored to the
requirements of Pakistani consumers

Flare: Can you please introduce yourself and
share your vision with us?

Mr. Noah: I am Mr. Noah, General Manager
at nubia Pakistan, powered by ZTE. With over ten
years of experience in the mobile phone industry,
including eight years in China and two years in
Pakistan, I am passionate about technology and
innovation. My vision for nubia in Pakistan is to
establish it as one of the top smartphone brands by
offering cutting-edge, affordable devices tailored to
the needs of Pakistani consumers, leveraging ZTE’s
technological excellence and strategic market ap-
proach to build a trusted and competitive brand.

Flare: What motivated you to pursue a career
in this field?

Mr. Noah: My passion for technology and the
dynamic nature of the mobile industry drew me to
this profession. I have always been fascinated by
how smartphones impact our lives, and I enjoy the
challenges of introducing new technologies to dif-
ferent markets. Early challenges in my career have
strengthened my determination, and I see great po-
tential for innovation and growth in Pakistan’s ex-
panding smartphone market.

Flare: What are your thoughts on the future
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outlook of the telecom sector and mobile phone
industry in Pakistan?

Mr. Noah: The telecom sector and mobile in-
dustry in Pakistan have significant growth poten-
tial in the coming years. The increasing adoption
of smartphones, digital connectivity, and advance-
ments like 5G are poised to transform the sector.
Despite challenges such as rising component costs
and regulatory issues, we believe that with strategic
pricing and innovative products, the industry will
continue to expand, providing more digital oppor-
tunities for the Pakistani population.

Flare: How have customers responded to the
recent launch of the nubia V60?

Mr. Noah: The response to the nubia V60 has
been very positive. Customers appreciate its sleek
design, versatile features, and affordability. It caters
to a wide range of users, from young profession-
als to tech enthusiasts, making it a popular choice.
This feedback reinforces our commitment to de-
signing products that meet the diverse needs of
Pakistani consumers and build trust in the nubia
brand.

Flare: Do you believe nubia can effectively
compete in the challenging Pakistani market and
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stand out among other brands?

Mr. Noah: Absolutely. Our strategy of offering
competitive pricing along with innovative and ap-
pealing products has already established a strong
presence in Pakistan. By understanding local con-
sumer preferences and designing products accord-
ingly, we are confident that nubia can not only com-
pete but also emerge as a key player in the Pakistani
smartphone industry.

Flare: As Al capabilities become more inte-
grated into smartphones, what Al features can we
expect from nubia’s current and future devices?

Mr. Noah: nubia is committed to incorporating
advanced Al features in our devices. Our current
models already include Al-powered enhancements
for photography, such as scene recognition and im-
age processing optimisation. Future devices will
feature Al-driven interfaces for improved multitask-
ing, enhanced security through facial recognition,
and personalised user experiences tailored to indi-
vidual preferences. We aim to lead in Al innova-
tion to provide customers with smarter and more
intuitive devices.

Flare: With many brands offering competitive
prices for the latest smartphones, how does nubia
navigate this competitive landscape?

Mr. Noah: In a competitive market, our focus
remains on delivering value through innovation,
quality, and affordability. We closely monitor mar-
ket trends and consumer preferences to tailor our
offerings accordingly. By providing high-quality
devices at competitive prices and offering strong af-
ter-sales support, nubia sets itself apart. Our goal is
to build a loyal customer base that values innova-
tion, reliability, and cost-effectiveness.

Flare: What are some of the major challenges
you face in improving the mobile phone industry?

Mr. Noah: One of the main challenges is the
increasing costs of components and raw materials,
which impact pricing and profit margins. Balancing
affordability with quality is crucial. We are dedi-
cated to overcoming these challenges through local
partnerships, strategic pricing, and ongoing innova-
tion to better serve our customers.

Flare: Do you believe the mobile phone sec-
tor in Pakistan is attracting foreign direct invest-
ments to the country?

Mr. Noah: Absolutely. The growth of the mo-
bile industry, coupled with technological advance-
ments and market potential, makes Pakistan an
attractive destination for foreign direct investment.
Companies like ZTE and nubia are investing in lo-
cal operations, creating jobs, and transferring tech-
nology. A thriving mobile sector not only boosts the
economy but also positions Pakistan as a key player
in regional tech innovation.

Flare: Thank you for your insights, Mr. Noah.

Mr. Noah: It was my pleasure. Thank you for

The response to the nubia V60
has been very positive. Customers
appreciate its sleek design,
versatile features, and affordabil-
ity. It caters to a wide range of
users, from young professionals to
tech enthusiasts, making it a
popular choice

the opportunity to share our vision and journey
with nubia in Pakistan. We are committed to de-
livering innovative, affordable smartphones that
empower consumers and contribute to Pakistan’s
digital advancement.

Flare: Any message you would like to share
with Flare’s readers?

Mr. Noah: To the readers of Flare, I want to
convey that nubia is dedicated to innovation, af-
fordability, and meeting consumer needs. We be-
lieve in building trust through quality products and
listening to our customers. The future of mobile
technology in Pakistan is promising, and nubia is
excited to be part of this transformation. Stay con-
nected, stay innovative.
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Jazz, //T'l. and Siccotel partner

to expand oG handset access —
strengthening the infrastructure
needed for Pakistan’s digital economy

Under the MoU, ZTE’s next-generation 5G smartphones will be introduced in Pakistan
through Siccotel as the official local distributor, with Jazz supporting nationwide
availability and market access

azz, Pakistan’s leading connectivity provider
from JazzWorld, has partnered with global
technology company ZTE and local distribu-
tor Siccotel to help close one of the most crit-
ical gaps in the country’s connectivity ecosystem —
access to affordable next-generation smartphones.

Today, only an estimated 2% of smartphones
in Pakistan are 5G-enabled, limiting the real-world
impact of future network enhancements and slow-
ing broader digital readiness essential for nation-
al productivity and economic growth. Through
this collaboration, Jazz, ZTE, and Siccotel aim to
introduce some of Pakistan’s most affordable
5G-ready devices, ensuring that more people can
participate in the country’s evolving digital econo-
my.

Under the MoU, ZTE’s next-generation 5G
smartphones will be introduced in Pakistan
through Siccotel as the official local distributor,
with Jazz supporting nationwide availability and
market access. By lowering a major adoption bar-
rier, this partnership is designed to make advanced
connectivity more accessible, particularly for young
people, workers, students, and small businesses that
stand to benefit from improved digital access.

Asad Magbool, Head of Jazz Consumer
Growth, said: “As Pakistan moves toward its up-
coming spectrum auction, ensuring people have ac-

cess to compatible smartphones becomes an essen-
tial part of digital readiness. Devices are now a core
element of the infrastructure ecosystem — without

ZTE$H

them, the full benefits of future technologies cannot
be realized. Our partnership with ZTE and Siccotel
strengthens this foundation and expands access to
next-generation handsets.”

Li Guowen, CEO ZTE, added: “ZTE is com-
mitted to making advanced technology more acces-
sible. By working with Jazz and Siccotel to intro-
duce affordable 5G-ready devices in Pakistan, we
are supporting the country’s efforts to strengthen its

&¥siccotel

broader digital ecosystem.”

Usman Sultan, CEO Siccotel, said: “As the
local distribution partner, Siccotel is focused on
ensuring that next-gen-
, eration  smartphones
" are widely available
and accessible across
Pakistan. Through
this collaboration with
|l Jazz and ZTE, we aim
to support broader
' device adoption and
“ help enable the coun-
try’s transition to-
ward advanced digital
connectivity.”

By enhancing ac-
. cess to 5G-ready devic-

es, Jazz aims to ensure
that future connectivity advancements translate
into meaningful social and economic impact —
from better learning and livelihoods to broader par-
ticipation in digital services and entrepreneurship
opportunities.

This initiative reinforces Jazz’s commitment to
expanding opportunity and supporting Pakistan’s
digital transformation in an inclusive and sustain-
able way.

/.ong signs partnership with 7Z'1'k and
Siccotel to accelerate oG adoption in

Pakistan

The MoU establishes a strategic collaboration to significantly broaden Zong’s device
portfolio across multiple customer segments, with a strong focus on inclusive access

to 5G technology

ong has signed a Memorandum of Under-

standing (MoU) with ZTE Corporation

and its authorized distributor, Siccotel, for

a first-of-its-kind partnership aimed at ex-
panding inclusive access to next-generation devices
for customers across Pakistan.

The MoU establishes a strategic collaboration
to significantly broaden Zong’s device portfolio
across multiple customer segments, with a strong
focus on inclusive access to 5G technology. Under
this partnership, ZTE will introduce a diverse range
of entry-level and mid-to-high tier 5G smartphones,
along with gaming-focused devices designed for
high-performance users and the youth segment.

To further enhance affordability and adoption,
the partnership will also introduce Buy Now, Pay
Later (BNPL) schemes, enabling customers to ac-
cess advanced smartphones through flexible pay-
ment options. All devices will be offered at com-
petitive market rates and bundled with Zong's
packages, including value-added services such as
gaming, esports, entertainment, and data-focused
offerings.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Speaking on the occasion, Sajid Munir, Head
of Marketing, Zong, said: “This partnership rep-
resents a major step in Zong's strategic direction to
accelerate Pakistan’s digital transformation. With
5G on the horizon and smartphone penetration

still evolving, it is critical to ensure that advanced
technology is both accessible and affordable. By in-

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

troducing inclusive 5G devices, high-performance
gaming smartphones, and flexible payment solu-
tions, we are empowering more Pakistanis to partic-
ipate in the digital economy, fostering innovation,
and unlocking new possibilities for connectivity
== and engagement.”
This initiative will
significantly  expand
smartphone accessibil-
ity while meeting the
|| growing demand from
tech-savvy and gam-
ing-focused users. By
combining next-genera-
tion devices, innovative
financing solutions,
and value-driven ser-
vice bundles, the col-
S8 laboration strengthens
| Zong’s leadership in
delivering future-ready
digital experiences and advances the national vision
of a truly Digital Pakistan.
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IA has been sold for $482 million to a con-
sortium led by finance mogul Arif Habib.
However, the military also has a stake in
the deal. After seven decades as Pakistan’s
state airline, the government sold a majority stake in
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) for $482min a
publicly televised auction, marking the end of years
of unsuccessful privatisation attempts. Arif Habib
Limited (AHL), a Karachi-based securities broker-
age, led the winning consortium, which includes
AKD Group Holdings Limited, Fatima Fertiliser,
City Schools, and Lake City Holdings Limited.

The government and PIA management had
sought to prevent the sale of PIA despite ongoing
losses over the past decade. However, PIA has faced
financial difficulties for years due to debt, ageing
aircraft, and poor management. As a result, the gov-
ernment decided to privatise PIA, despite pressure
from PIA employees and political influences to stop
privatisation. The government did not use its own
funds to cover the losses, as PIA has become a bur-
den on the national treasury.

Previous attempts to sell PIA were unsuccessful,
but the main bidders for Pakistan International Air-
lines (PIA) privatisation were three major groups:
the winning Arif Habib Consortium (Lucky Ce-
ment, Hub Power, Kohat Cement, Fatima Fertilizer,
City Schools, Lake City Holdings), the Lucky Ce-
ment Consortium, and Airblue, with Fauji Founda-
tion withdrawing. The Arif Habib Group ultimately
secured a 75% stake after a competitive auction in
December 2025.

Following the successful bid, Fauji Fertiliser
Company Limited (FFC), a military-owned and
publicly listed company, also joined the consortium.
The group faced competition from a rival consor-
tium led by Lucky Cement and Air Blue, a private
airline.

The auction, which was widely publicised and
broadcast live by the government, marked the sec-
ond formal attempt to privatise PIA. A previous
effort in October 2024 failed when a single bid of
$36m from a private real estate firm fell well below
the government’s $305m floor price.

The privatisation of PIA was prompted by pres-
sure from the International Monetary Fund (IMF),
which urged Islamabad to divest loss-making state-
owned enterprises. Pakistan, currently under a $7bn
IMF loan programme, had committed to complet-
ing the airline’s privatisation by the end of this year.

Here is what is known so far about the sale, the
winning consortium, and the criticism surrounding
the deal from opposition parties and other sectors.

The bidding took place in a crowded five-star
hotel in Islamabad and lasted approximately 90
minutes, with several breaks. Three parties submit-
ted initial bids for a 75 percent stake in the national
carrier. To attract investors, the government restruc-
tured PIA last year by transferring long-term liabil-
ities exceeding $2.3bn into a separate entity. It also
provided guarantees of policy continuity and tax
relief, measures approved by the IMFE.

In the first round, Air Blue was disqualified from
open bidding after offering $94.59m, significantly
below the government’s minimum price of $356.9m.

Once the two remain-
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Pakistan sells its flag

carrier airline to Arif
Habib Group for

$432 million
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PIA was sold for $482 million to a consortium led by finance
mogul Arif Habib. The highly publicised and broadcastlive by
the government, the auction was the second official attempt
to privatise PIA. Arif Habib Group successfully acquired a
75% stake after a competitive auction

must pay two-thirds of the purchase price within
three months, with the remaining one-third due
within a year. A decision on acquiring the remain-
ing 25 percent stake must also be made within three
months.

Once considered Pakistan's most prestigious
brand, PIA operated flights worldwide and even
featured uniforms designed by Pierre Cardin. Estab-
lished in 1955 with a fleet of 13 aircraft, the airline
rapidly expanded its operations. PIA conducted its
first international flight to London via Cairo and
Rome and achieved several milestones. It was the
first Asian airline to acquire a jet aircraft, the Boeing
707, opened new international routes, and played a

ing consortia met the Apif Habib later mentioned in an

floor price, open bidding .

role in launching Emirates,
the Dubai-based carrier, in

commenced. The AHL. Interview with a private television the 1980s.

led group emerged as thechannel that the consortium plans

winner with a final offer of
$482m for the 75 percent
stake.

At a press conference

However, over two de-
cades later, the airline is

to acquire the remaining 25 per- now seen as a debt-laden
cent stake as well, to relaunch the burden on the state. Vari-
airline by April next year

ous governments attempted
to privatise PIA but faced

the following day, Muham
mad Ali, the government’s adviser on privatisation,
stated that approximately $446m of the winning
bid, representing 92.5 percent, would be reinvested
into PIA. The remaining $36m would go to the gov-
ernment, which will also retain a 25 percent share
valued at around $160.6m.

Arif Habib later mentioned in an interview with
a private television channel that the consortium
plans to acquire the remaining 25 percent stake as
well, to relaunch the airline by April next year.

Under the terms of the deal, the consortium
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opposition from political
parties and protests from employee unions.
According to Ali, PIA accumulated over $1.7
billion in liabilities between 2015 and 2024, with
long-term liabilities exceeding $2.3 billion.
Ali mentioned that PIA once operated around
50 aircraft and served nearly 40 international des-
tinations. Presently, only 18 aircraft are operational
out of a fleet of 33. In 2014, the airline had more
than 19,000 employees, including at least 16,000
permanent staff. Over the years, this number gradu-
ally decreased to fewer than 7,000 employees.

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

In June 2020, PIA was banned from flying to
the United Kingdom and Europe following a plane
crash in Karachi that resulted in the deaths of 97
people. The incident was attributed to human error
by the pilots and air traffic control, and subsequent
investigations revealed that nearly a third of the pi-
lots’ licenses were fake or questionable.

However, the European Union Aviation Safety
Agency lifted the four-year ban in December 2024,
allowing the Pakistani state-owned carrier to resume
flights to Europe in January.In July, the UK also lift-
ed its ban. While the government praised the trans-
action as the “best possible outcome” with “great
symbolic value,” opposition parties criticised the
deal.

The Tehreek Tahafuz Ayeen-i-Pakistan (TTAP),
an opposition alliance led by the PTI, rejected the
privatisation, cautioning that disposing of a national
asset without public mandate, parliamentary over-
sight, transparency, and constitutional legitimacy
would be unacceptable.

Other partners in the consortium include Fati-
ma Fertiliser, a part of the Fatima Group and Arif
Habib Group, City Schools, founded in the late
1970s and currently operating over 500 campuses
with at least 150,000 students, and Lake City Pa-
kistan, a Lahore-based real estate developer. AKD
Holdings, led by businessman Aqeel Karim Dhedhi,
is also part of the group.

The decision by the Fauji Fertiliser Compa-
ny Limited (FFC) to join the consortium after the
sale has sparked debate. FFC,listed on the Pakistan
Stock Exchange, is a subsidiary of the military-run
Fauji Foundation, which owns over 40 percent of
its shares.
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JazzWorld CEO for providing
reliable, atfordable network

instead of promoting

elite-centric tech
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Currently, only two percent of customers in Pakistan have 5G handsets, making it challenging

to justify

a significant investment in 5G infrastructure. It is important to avoid creating a

network that caters onlyto the elite, given the high cost of 5G handsets. T have been advocating
for instalment plans to make these handsets more accessible to a wider audience

azzWorld CEOQO Aamir Ibrahim emphasised

the importance of prioritising affordable and

reliable internet connectivity for the public

over focusing solely on technology labels and
elite-centric rollouts during the upcoming spectrum
auction in Pakistan. He highlighted the need for
better internet quality that is accessible to everyone,
rather than focusing on 5G branding. Aamir made
these remarks at Pakistan’s first Pakistan Policy Di-
alogue, organised by the Policy Research and Advi-
sory Council (PRAC) in collaboration with the Cor-
porate Pakistan Group (CPG). The event, themed
“Correcting Course: Pakistan’s Economic Reset,”
brought together federal ministers, senior economists,
regulators, corporate leaders, and development sector
representatives.

Aamir participated in a panel discussion titled
“Bridging the Digital Divide,” alongside PTCL
Chairman Zarrar Hasham Khan and S&P Glob-
al Pakistan Managing Director Mujeeb Zahur. The
session was moderated by Systems Limited’s Global
Chief Growth Officer, Saquib Ahmad.

Aamir Ibrahim emphasised the importance of ro-
bust digital infrastructure in a smart nation, highlight-
ing the necessity of broadband connectivity for all
technological activities. He mentioned that technol-
ogy is no longer limited to a specific sector but serves
as a cross-sector enabler. Regarding 5G and spectrum
allocation, Aamir Ibrahim expressed concerns that
Pakistan is a spectrum-starved country, resulting in
poor internet quality. He noted that the country has
only 274 MHz of spectrum, significantly less than
countries like Japan on a per capita basis.

Aamir Ibrahim mentioned an upcoming spec-
trum auction that aims to release an additional 600
MHz, which would be a significant increase com-
pared to the past 70 years. He praised the progressive
and forward-thinking approach outlined in the Infor-
mation Memorandum (IM) for the auction.

He appreciates that the government deserves cred-
it for taking into account our feedback and adopting
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a more progressive approach towards digital infra-
structure. They are focusing on the long-term benefits
rather than immediate financial gains. The goal is to
provide affordable, reliable internet services that cater
to the needs of all customers. While the government
sometimes aims for upfront value capture, this time,
they are taking a more mature approach by consider-
ing the operators’ need for a viable business case.

He said, “Currently, only two percent of custom-
ers in Pakistan have 5G handsets, making it challeng-
ing to justify a significant investment in 5G infra-
structure. It is important to avoid creating a network

He appreciates that the govern-
ment deserves credit for taking
into account our feedback and
adopting a more progressive
approach towards digital infra-
structure. They are focusing on
the long-term benefits rather than
immediate financial gains

that caters only to the elite, given the high cost of 5G
handsets. I have been advocating for instalment plans
to make these handsets more accessible to a wider
audience.”

“Unlike other countries, operators in Pakistan do
not sell handsets directly, and there is no option for
instalment plans. This could be beneficial for both lo-
cal demand and potential exports in the future. The
focus should be on improving internet services for
customers, and the information memorandum shows
promise with a few adjustments. This is a unique op-
portunity to enhance 4G services and pave the way
for faster adoption of 5G technology,” Aamir Ibra-
him observed.

Telecom operators have raised strong concerns
over the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority’s
(PTA) Information Memorandum (IM) for the 5G

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

spectrum auction, saying that annual infrastructure
costs of $150 million per operator, on top of spec-
trum fees, make the rollout financially unviable
in Pakistan’s low ARPU market. The IM, issued
under a federal government directive, outlines the
framework for the launch of fifth-generation mobile
services in Pakistan. While PTA describes it as a
roadmap for next-generation connectivity, industry
executives argue that its assumptions are detached
from market realities.

Under the proposed IM, telecom companies
must install at least 1,000 new cell sites every year
and invest heavily in fibre backhaul, power systems,
and site acquisition. Each operator would need to in-
vest between $150 million and $200 million annually
over the next five years, excluding spectrum costs—
an expenditure that is difficult to justify in Pakistan’s
current telecom landscape.

“The IM does not make a viable business case,”
a senior telecom executive said. “With some of the
lowest ARPUs in the region, operators cannot sus-
tain such massive annual infrastructure spending
without a clear path to returns.” PTA’s plan includes
a phased 5G rollout, beginning in Islamabad and the
four provincial capitals, with a requirement to up-
grade at least 10% of existing towers to 5G in the
initial phase.

The regulator has also raised minimum 4G
speeds from 4 Mbps to 20 Mbps, and fixed broad-
band minimums from 4 Mbps to 10 Mbps. For 5G,
a 50 Mbps baseline is set to ensure improved service
quality for consumers.

Despite growing data usage, operators are already
under pressure from low tariffs, rising energy costs,
taxes, and currency depreciation. Industry insiders
urge PTA to revise the IM to make the upcoming 5G
spectrum auction in Pakistan commercially feasible.

The PTA plans to offer 597.2 MHz of spectrum
across six frequency bands, one of the largest in the
country’s history, and has invited stakeholders to sub-
mit feedback before finalising the IM.
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Capture perfection: vivo unveils

X300 Pro featuring 200 MP
/IS5 APO 'Telephoto Camera
and Dimensity 9500

Vivo X300 Pro

Co-engineered with

ZEISS Image. Go Further.

Powered by

oriaiNos

Mr. Muhammad Zohair Chohan, Director of Brand Strategy at vivo stated: “vivo is always
at the forefront of understanding user needs, often anticipating them before users
themselves do. The X300 Pro exemplifies our commitment to pushing the boundaries of
imaging and product innovation, transforming ordinary situations into opportunities for

professional-level creativity.”

ivo officially introduced the X300 Pro, a

agship engineered to push the boundaries

of mobile photography and elevate the user

experience across all scenarios. Positioned

as the industry’s leading Professional Imaging Flag-

ship, the X300 Pro features next-generation ZEISS

optics, the evolved OriginOS, enhanced performance

powered by the Dimensity 9500 Chip, and Refined

Design upgrades. Together, these innovations reflect

vivo’s commitment to delivering excellence in every

aspect, setting a new bar for premium mobile inno-
vation.

“vivo never stops exploring user needs, even be-
fore they realize them,” said Mr. Muhammad Zohair
Chohan, Director Brand Strategy at vivo. “The X300
Pro shows how we continue to go further in imaging
and product innovation, turning everyday scenarios
into professional-grade possibilities.”

The X300 Pro is built around its professional im-
aging core, continuing vivo's commitment to premi-
um mobile optics alongside ZEISS to deliver a signif-
icant leap for photography enthusiasts.

The system is anchored by the all-new 200 MP
ZEISS APO Telephoto Camera, featuring the Ul-
tra-Sensing Sensor HPB and CIPA 5.5-rated stabili-
zation for the most stable, ultra-clear telephoto shots
in the segment. Complementing this is the ZEISS
Gimbal-Grade Main Camera with the LYT-828 Sen-
sor, engineered to capture real moments with stun-
ning clarity that closely mirrors human perception.

The imaging experience is further supported by
the Pro Imaging Chip VS1 and jointly defined Di-
mensity 9500 featuring a V3+ imaging Chip and a
super-efficient imaging NPU defined exclusively by
vivo, VS1 pre-processes every frame while the V3+
Chip handles post-processing, working together to
deliver faster imaging and broader scene coverage.
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Elevated by vivo’s proprietary natural beauty al-
gorithm, the upgraded 50 MP ZEISS Wide-Angle
Front Camera allows users to capture wider scenes,
richer details, and naturally stunning selfies. Com-
pleting the experience, the vivo ZEISS 2.35x Tele-
photo Extender offers professional-grade flexibility,
empowering users to go further and explore more
with every shot.

The X300 Pro also debuts 20x Long-Range Mo-
tion Snapshot and Telephoto Flower & Bird Shots,
featuring a distinctive mirror-ring effect designed to
accentuate subjects and bring iconic ZEISS aesthet-
ics into every shot.

Alongside the X300 Pro, vivo’s exclusive All-new
OriginOS 6 makes its debut in Pakistan. Powered by
Ultra-Core Computing, Memory Fusion, and Dual

The X300 Pro is built around its
professional imaging core, con-
tinuing vivo’s commitment to
premium mobile optics alongside
ZEISS to deliver a significant leap
for photography enthusiasts

Rendering engines, the Origin Smooth Engine op-
timizes performance, making every operation fast-
er, smoother, and seamless in transition.Built on a
smart Al ecosystem, Origin Island enhances user in-
teractions with intelligent suggestions, reminders for
meetings or music, and task predictions.

Additionally, the device benefits from 5 years of
OS upgrades and 7 years of security maintenance,
ensuring a reliable and future-ready experience for
users.

At the core of the X300 Pro lies the Dimensity
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9500, a cutting-edge chip jointly developed by vivo
and MediaTek, built on TSMC’s N3P process. It
enables smoother portrait video, faster capture re-
sponse, and stable performance under demanding
tasks, delivering a premium experience for everyday
use. The X300 Pro features the ZEISS Master Color
Display and industry-leading Eye Protection Hard-
ware, ensuring clear, comfortable viewing across all
scenarios. Its 8T LTPO display achieves up to 2000
nits peak brightness for visibility even in bright en-
vironments, while 2160 Hz Full-Range Luminance
PWM Dimming and Full-Range Luminance DC
Dimming reduce SVM values, providing superior
eye protection.

Powering the X300 Pro is a 6510 mAh BlueVolt
Battery with 90W FlashCharge, up to4d0W Wireless
FlashCharge support, and 4th-Gen Silicon Anode
Technology, combining high capacity with long-
term reliability. Optimized for durability, the device
is rated IP68 & IP69 for Top-Tier Dust and Water
Resistance. Diamond Armor Glass and 3D Ultra-
sonic Fingerprint Scanning 2.0 ensure instant, prac-
tical unlocking even with wet fingers, enhancing con-
venience for everyday life.

Completing the flagship experience, the X300
Pro’s design embodies sleek minimalism and un-
matched comfort, crafted to satisfy the dual en-
joyment of sight and touch. Its refined flat screen,
framed by a 1.1mm Ultra-Slim Symmetric Bezel,
delivers a truly immersive visual experience. The
Unibody 3D Glass Design seamlessly integrates the
camera module, offering both elegance and ergo-
nomic comfort. The rear Coral Velvet Glass features
a silky, fingerprint-resistant, and skin-friendly frosted
texture, Available in two premium colors, Phantom
Black and Dune Brown,the X300 Pro combines
timeless sophistication with modern style.
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lobal digital op-
erator VEON
Group has an-
nounced a $20
million investment in Mo-
bilink Bank to support its
growth and digital Islamic
banking expansion in Paki-
stan. This investment com-
plements the $15 million
capital deployed by VEON
in January 2025 and
demonstrates confidence
in Mobilink Bank’s growth
trajectory and its integrated
digital financial ecosystem
with JazzCash, amidst the
rapid expansion of Paki-
stan’s digital banking and
microfinance sector.

Mobilink Bank, a part
of VEON Group, serves
over 150 million connectivi-
ty customers and more than
140 million monthly active
digital users. VEON Group
is a Nasdag-listed company
operating in five countries
with a significant portion of
the global population.

The investment will be
utilised to expand Mobilink
Bank’s MSME financing
portfolio, enhance its Islam-
ic banking offerings, and |
solidify its transformation
into a technology-driven, |
digitally native bank, with
a focus on increasing reg-
ulated financial access for
underserved communities,
especially small businesses
and women. This invest-
ment aligns with VEON
Group’s digital strategy of
bolstering impactful finan-
cial ecosystems through
technology-driven solu-
tions and disciplined capi-
tal allocation, positioning
Mobilink Bank as a key
player in Pakistan’s evolv-
ing financial landscape.
Aamir Ibrahim, VEON
Group Executive Commit-
tee Member and Chairman

Free download: flare.pk
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Aamir Ibrahim, VEON Group Executive Committee
Member and Chairman of Mobilink Bank, said, “This
ongoing investment from VEON underscores our

TELEPEDIA |

VEON invests $20m
in Mobilink Bank to

expedite the growth
of digital Islamic
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low-cost payments at local
stores without the need for
cash or cards.

In addition to in-store
payments, JazzCash pro-
cessed PKR 527 billion
through its payment gate-
way, supporting the growth
of e-commerce and digital
business payments. The
platform also facilitated
PKR 138 billion in interna-
tional remittances through
regulated channels, contrib-
uting to the formalisation
of cross-border inflows.

JazzCash has disbursed
over PKR 100 billion in
welfare payments digitally,
enhancing  transparency
and efficiency in benefit de-
livery. The platform issued
an average of more than
200,000 digital loans per
day in the fourth quarter
of 2025, addressing short-
term liquidity needs for
consumers and micro-en-
trepreneurs.

Furthermore, it facilitat-
ed the issuance of approxi-
mately 750,000 insurance
< policies daily, expanding
~ access to essential coverage.
Aamir Ibrahim, Chair-
| man of JazzCash Interna-
tional, commented, “The
prime minister’s cashless
economy initiative is a
transformative step for
Pakistan’s economic prog-
S ress.”

VEON Limited’s in-
clusion in the S&P Global
Broad Market Index and
MSCI Ukraine Index en-
hances the Company’s
visibility and accessibili-
ty to global institutional
investors. These indices
recognise VEON'’s opera-
tional strength, financial re-
silience, and strategic direc-
tion as it transitions into a
digital operator across high-
growth markets. VEON

of Mobilink Bank, said, cOmMMitiment to Pakistan and belief in the digital financial Grouw CEO KaanTerzio-

“This ongoing investment
from VEON underscores

services transformation taking place in the country

gluemphasised, “ Our in-
clusion in these prominent

our commitment to Paki-
stan and belief in the digital
financial services transformation taking place in the
country. It empowers Mobilink Bank and JazzCash to
pursue strategic objectives, invest in robust technology
infrastructure, and contribute to the advancement of
inclusive and sustainable digital banking.”

According to Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary, Pres-
ident and CEO of Mobilink Bank, “This investment
will accelerate the expansion of our Shariah-com-
pliant Islamic banking offerings, enabling small
businesses to access regulated credit, formalize cash
flows, and build long-term financial stability. As a for-
ward-looking digital bank, our focus remains on deliv-
ering practical, technology-enabled financial solutions
that empower entrepreneurs, particularly women and
underserved communities, across Pakistan.”

Mobilink Bank’s growing deposit base and
MSME-focused lending portfolio are facilitating the
transition of small businesses from informal cash
transactions to regulated banking.

Additionally, targeted financial products for wom-
en and green financing initiatives are promoting in-
clusive growth and resilience in the face of Pakistan’s
economic and climate challenges. Together with Jazz-
Cash, which serves over 57 million customers and
operates through a network of more than one mil-
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lion merchants and agents, Mobilink Bank anchors
one of Pakistan’s largest digital financial ecosystems.
JazzCash processed gross transaction value exceeding
PKR 15 trillion during the year, highlighting the scale,

Together with JazzCash, which
serves over 57 million customers
and operates through a network

of more than one million mer-

chants and agents, Mobilink Bank
anchors one of Pakistan’s largest
digital financial ecosystems

resilience, and impact of fintech in advancing finan-
cial inclusion, social mobility, and responsible digital
innovation in Pakistan.

JazzCash expanding merchant ecosystem, com-
prising over 850,000 Raast-enabled QR merchants,
is supporting the government’s cashless economy
initiative by enabling digital payments for small retail-
ers and micro-businesses nationwide. The platform’s
QR-based merchant acceptance network has played a
crucial role in promoting policy initiatives like Raast
Person-to-Merchant payments, facilitating instant,
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global indices reflects VE-
ON'’s expanding scale, op-
erational momentum, and enhanced financial profile.
It broadens our engagement with institutional inves-
tors and underscores confidence in our strategic vision
as we evolve into a digital operator in dynamic mar-
kets.” As VEON continues to drive revenue growth,
operational efficiency, and digital transformation, the

Company remains committed to transparent commu-
nication with stakeholders, including index providers,
investors, analysts, and exchanges. VEON aims to
provide comprehensive disclosures, deepen investor
understanding of its digital operator model, and foster
an informed and efficient market for its securities.

JANUARY, 2026



G'FIVE

SMART PHONE

Octa Core 13MP Rear Cam  6.6inchesIPS 5000mAh Face Unlock
Processor 8MP Front Selfie HD+ V-Notch Display Mega Battery Recognition

CAPTURE LIFE IN EVERY DETAIL

VISION PRO

COMING SOON

8MP SELFIE

ol

o Ji
- npprn-(.a:-vPTitzs) : ‘_ ‘ ‘l ' “ i

B (P7/ — . —

WWW.GFIVEPAKISTAN.COM- _




Frea download: flare. pk Husiness News Magazine :} - f facebook.com/FlareMagazineCfficial !MM.:MMMWMK COVER STORY | Zubair Kasuri .

After Telenor’s missteps,
the PTCI.-Ufone
acquisition sparks a
telecom rebirth in Pakistan

Telenor's challenges stemmed from internal governance issues, such as nepotism,
kickback-influenced procurement, excessive spending, and a costly litigation strategy that drained
resources. This approach diverted attention from network investment and customer experience,
which led Telenor to financial constraints and strategic limitations. The company's reliance on
litigation further hindered its competitive position. PTCL Group now faces the task of cleaning up
and turning around the situation, managing assets, subscribers, restoring trust, improving
performance, and implementing structural reforms to ensure the success of the much-awaited merger
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akistan’s telecom industry has undergone

significant consolidation with the com-

pletion of PTCL Group’s acquisition of

Telenor Pakistan and Orion Towers, mak-
ing Telenor a wholly-owned subsidiary alongside
Ufone 4G (PTML) and U Microfinance Bank.
This move is expected to impact competition,
spectrum strategy, and network planning, paving
the way for the integration of Ufone and Telenor
into a single entity (MergeCo) pending regulato-
1y approvals. Following this major transaction, a
debate has arisen within the industry regarding
the reasons behind Telenor Pakistan’s decline and
subsequent sale. Some industry observers, former
employees, and insiders suggest that internal fac-
tors, rather than external regulatory issues, played
a more significant role in Telenor’s challenges. Al-
legations of governance failures, nepotism in de-
cision-making, kickback-driven procurement prac-
tices, excessive corporate spending, and a litigious
culture are cited as internal issues that contributed
to Telenor’s struggles, rather than external policy
shocks.

Industry experts emphasise that operators are
fully aware of the commitments they make when
entering a market and signing licensing agree-
ments. In the case of Telenor Pakistan, insiders
claim that the company later reneged on the obli-
gations it had agreed to at the licensing stage. They
claim that instead of resolving issues through
compliance and regulatory engagement, Telenor
Pakistan engaged in prolonged litigation, causing
years of uncertainty.

Insiders suggest that litigation became a habit-
val response for the company, diverting attention,
time, and resources away from network invest-
ment and customer experience. The financial im-
pact of losing key legal battles further constrained
the company’s strategic flexibility in a competitive
market. Analysts also criticise Telenor Pakistan
for using currency volatility as an excuse to avoid
fulfilling obligations. They argue that foreign ex-
change fluctuations are a common business risk
and should not be used to evade contractual re-
sponsibilities. Insiders say that the company re-
peatedly used currency fluctuations as a shield to
mask internal weaknesses.

Furthermore, allegations of internal capture
within Telenor Pakistan suggest that promotions
and decision-making were driven by relationships
rather than performance. This alleged culture
of favouritism led to a decline in the company’s
competitive position and operational efficiency.
Concerns are also raised about HR practices, with
claims that hiring and promotions were influ-
enced by internal biases rather than merit, leading
to a decline in accountability and morale among
employees. Insiders point to marketing and PR
practices as another area of concern, alleging that
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vendor selection and advertising partnerships were
driven by kickbacks rather than strategic consid-
erations. This, they argue, resulted in a weakened
market identity and diminished returns on market-
ing investments. In terms of network procurement
decisions, insiders claim that Telenor Pakistan opt-
ed for expensive vendors and high-maintenance
site strategies, leading to increased operational
costs. Issues such as tower operations leakage fur-
ther exacerbated operational losses over time. The
acquisition of Telenor Pakistan by PTCL is seen
as an opportunity to rebuild trust and operational

This merger signifies a new era of
innovation and advancement,
empowering businesses and
individuals in Pakistan’s digital
economy

discipline in the telecom sector. Industry observers
stress the importance of addressing internal weak-
nesses and implementing structural reforms to en-
sure the success of the merger.

L]

PTCL should implement an integration strate-
gy that involves conducting an HR and promotion
audit, reviewing marketing and PR contracts for
transparency, benchmarking procurement practic-
es, auditing tower operations for leakage, review-
ing litigation expenses, setting customer experi-
ence targets as key performance indicators, and
implementing whistleblower protection and com-
pliance reforms. As PTCL gets ready to integrate
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Telenor Pakistan’s operations, the emphasis is on
addressing internal governance issues and creating
a more robust telecom entity for the advancement
of Digital Pakistan.

The merger between PTCL and Telenor com-
bines their strengths to create a customer-centric
platform with broader reach and accelerated in-
novation. This strategic decision positions the
merged entity to enhance network capabilities, op-
timise spectrum resources, and deliver seamless,
secure, and digitally enabled services that meet
evolving customer needs and align with Pakistan’s
digital goals.

Hatem Bamatraf, President & CEO of PTCL
& Ufone 4G, expressed pride in this milestone
and highlighted its importance for the telecom
industry in Pakistan. He emphasised the commit-
ment to providing high-quality, customer-centric
services to improve user experiences through the
combined strengths of both companies once reg-
ulatory approvals are secured. Bamatraf also as-
sured employees of a smooth transition, empha-
sising respect for individuals, continuity of talent,
and the integration of industry best practices to
create a more resilient organisation that prioritis-

£\

es customer service, employee empowerment, and
the advancement of Pakistan’s digital future.

This merger signifies a new era of innovation
and advancement, empowering businesses and
individuals in Pakistan’s digital economy. The fo-
cus remains on delivering exceptional customer
experiences and fostering digital transformation
nationwide as we embark on this journey towards
a brighter future.
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he Pakistan Telecommunication Authority

(PTA) has begun to invite applications for

a spectrum auction for next-generation mo-

bile services (5G) in Pakistan. Interested
local and foreign applicants have been encouraged
to participate in the multiband spectrum auction for
various frequency bands. The spectrum and licenses
will be awarded to successful bidders in accordance
with the terms and conditions outlined in the Infor-
mation Memorandum (IM) till February 26, 2026
last date for submit applications. Applications must
be submitted in accordance with the IM guidelines,
including the required pre-bid deposit by the speci-
fied deadline.

In line with the Policy Directive issued by the
Government of Pakistan and under the provisions
of the Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-Organiza-
tion) Act, 1996, the PTA has released the Informa-
tion Memorandum (IM) for the auction of spectrum
for Next Generation Mobile Services (NGMS)/5G
in Pakistan.

The Government of Pakistan has issued a pol-
icy directive for the upcoming auction of radio
frequency spectrum aimed at enhancing next-gen-
eration mobile services. This directive outlines the
auction process for key frequency bands, including
700 MHz, 1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300 MHz, 2600
MHz, and 3500 MHz.

To meet the increasing demand for high-speed
mobile broadband services, the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) has been tasked to
manage the auction. According to the policy direc-
tive, the PTA will auction a total of 15 MHz paired
spectrum in the 700 MHz band and 50 MHz of un-
paired spectrum across the 2300 MHz, 2600 MHz,
and 3500 MHz bands.

The base price for 1 MHz of paired spectrum in
the 700 MHz band is set at USD 6.5 million, while
the price for 1 MHz of paired spectrum in the 2100
MHz band is set at $14 million. Other base prices
include USD one million for 1 MHz unpaired spec-
trum in the 2300 MHz band, $1.25 million for the
2600 MHz band, and $0.65 million for the 3500
MHz band.

The auction process will prioritise transparency,
with both existing and new cellular mobile operators
eligible to participate. Additionally, the PTA will pro-
vide an Information Memorandum detailing eligibil-
ity criteria, auction procedures, and technology re-
quirements for participants. This auction is designed
to be technology-neutral, supporting the deployment
of advanced mobile technologies like 5G.

Technology-neutral means that the spectrum be-
ing auctioned is not limited to just 5G technology
but can be utilised for any future mobile technology
as well, such as 4G, 5G, or even 6G in the future,
as long as the technology complies with Pakistan's
regulatory framework and international communi-
cations standards.

A one-year moratorium will be granted to auction
winners, during which no payment will be required.
Payment terms after this period will include upfront
payment options and a deferred payment structure,
with interest based on the Karachi Interbank Offered
Rate. Measures outlined in the directive aim to pro-
mote local manufacturing of smartphones and en-
hance infrastructure to facilitate faster 5G adoption.

Pakistan is lagging behind all regional countries
in launching 5G services, except Afghanistan, which
has significantly hindered the country in adopting
this technology.

Officials from the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) noted that while 5G was launched
globally in 2019, Pakistan faces severe spectrum
shortages despite being the world’s fifth-most popu-
lous country, with over 200 million broadband users.

Pakistan currently operates with only 274 MHz
of mobile spectrum, making it the most spec-
trum-starved country in the region. They emphasised
that the spectrum allocated by the PTA is technolo-
gy-neutral, allowing use with both existing and fu-
ture technologies. However, limited spectrum avail-
ability and a shortage of compatible devices have
collectively hindered progress towards next-genera-
tion networks.

Officials highlighted that 5G is not limited to
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PTA invites

applications to
auction much-

needed 5G Spectrum

for speedy network

In line with the Policy Directive issued by the Government
of Pakistan and under the provisions of the Pakistan
Telecommunication (Re-Organization) Act, 1996, the PTA
has released the Information Memorandum (IM) for the

auction of spectrum for Next Generation Mobile Services
(NGMS)/5G in Pakistan

smartphones but also supports IoT networks, smart
cities, and industrial applications through features
such as network slicing, which enables customised
network segments for different applications. They
noted that Pakistan is already seven years behind
in adopting 5G, while countries such as the United

The Government of Pakistan has
issued a policy directive for the
upcoming auction of radio fre-

quency spectrum to enhance the

next-generation mobile services.
This directive outlines the auction
process for key frequency bands,
including 700 MHz, I800 MHz,
2100 MHz, 2300 MHz, 2600
MHz, and 3500 MHz

States are already identifying spectrum bands for 6G
development.

Given this context, Pakistan’s upcoming spec-
trum auction is seen as a potential turning point
for enhancing mobile network quality. Government
officials and analysts stated that the auction will be
technology-neutral, allowing operators to deploy
spectrum across 2G, 3G, 4G, 5G, and future tech-
nologies.

With Pakistan currently operating with around
274 MHz of spectrum, the country is expected to re-
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ceive nearly 600 MHz of additional spectrum, which
could significantly alleviate network congestion and
enhance service quality.

Officials also addressed concerns about low 5G
handset penetration, indicating that the auction will
proceed as steps are being taken to rationalise mo-
bile device taxes and promote local manufacturing.
Pakistan already has 37 local mobile manufacturers,
and the PTA is collaborating with them to kick-start
production of 5G-enabled devices. Authorities antic-
ipate that once the spectrum is auctioned, the roll-
out of 5G in major cities could commence within
six months, while expanded spectrum utilisation will
immediately bolster existing 4G and 3G networks
nationwide,

The latest Federal Spectrum Advisory meeting
assessed the prolonged delay in implementing the
latest measures, amid serious consequences for the
national economy.

The delay in 5G rollout is estimated to cost Paki-
stan between $1.8 billion and $4.3 billion in econom-
ic benefits over the next five years. High spectrum
costs, accounting for 20% of operators’ revenues,
limit coverage and quality. The country’s average
revenue per user (ARPU) is among the lowest glob-
ally, making it challenging for operators to invest in
network expansion. Experts opine that broadband
reinforces every pillar of a “Digitally Enabled Econ-
omy.” Despite surging data demand, which has near-
ly doubled in three years, Pakistan still ranks 98th out
of 104 countries in data speeds and 95th globally in
digital quality of life.
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In2026,threesignificantevents occurred as the government
aimed to hold Pakistan’s long-awaited 5G spectrum auction

in the first

quarter of 2026. Amazon’s Low Earth Orbit

(LEO) satellite initiative, Project Kuiper, planned to launch

satellite broadband services in Pakistan by the end of 2026.
PTCL Group (PTCL & Ufone 4G) took over operational

control of Telenor Pakistan

he telecom industry in 2026 is character-

ised by the extensive integration of Al for

autonomous networks, digital services

driven by platforms, and a transition from
simple connectivity to offerings focused on enhanc-
ing user experience. Key trends include the use of
agentic Al for self-repairing networks, increased
connectivity through 5G/6G, expansion of IoT,
and tailored, contract-free customer experiences.
However, the industry still needs to address chal-
lenges such as spectrum availability and managing
growth driven by data.

In 2026, three significant events occurred as the
government aimed to hold Pakistan’s long-awaited
5G spectrum auction in the first quarter of 2026.
Amazon’s Low Earth Orbit

ed mobile phones to protect local manufacturers
and to safeguard the domestic companies.

In 2026, the telecom industry is undergoing a
major shift from basic connectivity to Al-driven
platforms, utilising intelligence to manage net-
works, deliver personalised services, and evolve into
distributed Al processing hubs. This transformation
integrates technologies, like 5G (6G for some coun-
tries) readiness, Open RAN, edge computing, and
multi-orbit satellites for ultra-low latency, sustain-
ability, and new revenue streams, with a focus on
cybersecurity and enhancing customer experiences.

Al is becoming foundational for self-healing,
energy optimisation, and autonomously managed
networks, driving operational efficiency and inno-
vation,

(LEO) satellite initiative,
Project Kuiper, planned to
launch satellite broadband
services in Pakistan by the
end of 2026. PTCL Group
(PTCL & Ufone 4G) took
over operational control of
Telenor Pakistan starting

Telcos are transitioning their
physical footprints into distribut-
ed Al grids for processing tokens

at scale, utilising intelligent con-
trollers to optimise Al workloads
across central and distributed
nodes

Telcos are evolving
into platforms for digital
services, leveraging auto-
mation and data analytics
to monetise infrastructure
beyond traditional connec-
tivity. Networks are trans-
forming into distributed

January 1, 2026, after re-
ceiving all necessary regulatory approvals.

It is hoped that the government will provide re-
lief to local handset manufacturing to compete with
imported handsets and promote Made in Pakistan
products globally. PMPMA VP Muzaffar Piracha
is optimistic that the government will offer relief,
policy support, and tax incentives to boost domestic
manufacturing and exports of the handsets.

The mobile phone industry has the potential to
help reduce Pakistan’s trade deficit. The govern-
ment is urged to maintain existing taxes on import-
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Al grids, processing data
closer to the source for real-time applications and
leveraging edge infrastructure.

The industry is preparing for 5G or 6G, inte-
grating satellite networks and deploying Open
RAN for more flexible supply chains. Networks are
becoming “sensing” tools, actively responding to
their environment and enhancing their role in the
digital world.

Enhanced mobile apps, robust cybersecurity,
and green network technologies are key focus areas.
Telcos are transitioning their physical footprints
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into distributed Al grids for processing tokens at
scale, utilising intelligent controllers to optimise
Al workloads across central and distributed nodes.
Different telcos are adopting various approaches
to building this Al grid, tapping into existing infra-
structure and participating in the Al value chain.
Al and automation are essential for channel busi-
nesses, transforming operations and enhancing cus-
tomer service. The shift towards customer-focused
conversations and the human side of service deliv-
ery is emphasised, alongside the adoption of tech-
nologies like 5G, Al, and cybersecurity. Data sover-
eignty is crucial, with a focus on data residency and
secure, low-latency networks. Digital voice services
are becoming standard across collaboration plat-
forms, reshaping client expectations and prompting
channel partners to provide unified communication
solutions.

In 2026, Al is expected to accelerate the indus-
try’s journey towards fully autonomous networks,
with Al-driven automation empowering networks
to become self-managing. Al-enabled decision lay-
ers will enable networks to proactively address issues
and optimise performance, leading to significant
operational savings and improved network uptime.
The Pakistan market is set to benefit from major
mobile network consolidation, resulting in stronger
Mobile Network Operators with increased invest-
ment capacity. Collaboration between industry and
government will be crucial to create a sustainable
framework for digital infrastructure. The future will
be defined by the growth of Artificial Intelligence
(AI), shaping the industry’s needs and driving this
demand for efficient and powerful networks to sup-
port Al applications. A reliable 5G network will be
essential for the UK to realise its Al-driven future in
2026. Al and mobile core will enhance each other
in 2026, with mobile core adopting self-driven capa-
bilities for optimisation and efficiency. Mobile core
edge deployments will serve as local breakouts for
Al data centres to support the increasing demand
for Al traffic. Protocols like the model context pro-
tocol (MCP) will facilitate seamless interactions
and enable advanced self-managing capabilities in
the core network.

5G Advanced will continue to enhance the 5G
Standalone core, making it more intelligent and ef-
ficient to prepare for an Al-native future.

The global digital economy is accelerating to-
ward a new scale of influence, with fresh projec-
tions estimating it will grow by a robust 9.5% in
2026. This extraordinary pace is set to make the
digital sector expand three times faster than the ex-
pected overall global economic growth rate, which
is currently projected to settle at around 3.1% for
the same period. This assessment, released in the
new Digital Economy Trends (DET) 2026 report
by the Saudi Arabia-based Digital Cooperation
Organisation (DCOQO), frames the coming year as a
pivotal moment where technological momentum,
particularly driven by Artificial Intelligence (AI),
will collide with profound challenges concerning
governance, security, and global inclusion.

According to the DCQO’s comprehensive anal-
ysis, the worldwide digital economy is forecast to
reach an estimated $28 trillion next year, cementing
its status as a central pillar of global commerce and
society. This valuation is equivalent to 22% of glob-
al GDP, a significant leap from the digital econo-
my’s estimated contribution of approximately 21%
in 2025. The report, which draws on a broad pri-
mary survey from more than 400 respondents—in-
cluding policymakers, economists, and technology
executives across 26 countries—identifies 18 key
forces reshaping digital activity and offers a strate-
gic roadmap for nations aiming to harness this ex-
pansion effectively.

Cybersecurity has surged to the top trend for
2026 amid a relentless wave of increasingly sophis-
ticated cyberattacks that governments and com-
panies worldwide are struggling to confront. The
DCO warns of widening capability gaps among
nations and institutions, a challenge compound-
ed by new, complex risks associated with genera-
tive Al and the eventual advent of future quantum
computing.
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n 2025, Pakistan’s diplomacy reached new
heights with its international recognition at the
UN and strengthened partnerships with Saudi
Arabia, China, Turkey, the UAE, and the US.

The country’s active involvement in promoting
regional stability, peace efforts, and global collabora-
tion demonstrated a year of significant accomplish-
ments and lasting impact on the world stage. Notable
achievements included a UN report on December
15, 2025, which officially identified India as the ag-
gressor for orchestrating an attack in the Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir Pahalgam region, highlighting
human rights violations. Despite India’s lobbying
efforts, Pakistan secured a major diplomatic victory
and gained international legitimacy.

Additionally, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia en-
hanced their mutual strategic partnership through
political and military engagements, with Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir receiving the King Abdulaziz Med-
al of Excellence Class on December 22 for his contri-
butions to strengthening bilateral ties.

The two countries expanded joint military train-
ing, security cooperation, and defence coordination,
while Saudi Arabia committed to invest in Pakistan’s
energy, infrastructure, and mineral sectors. The 17
September Defence Agreement further cemented
their long-term collaboration.

Practical cooperation with the United States saw
renewed momentum in 2025. Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif and Field Marshal Asim Munir’s diplo-
matic engagements strengthened economic, security,
and trade relations. Agreements included IMF pro-
gramme alignment, promotion of US private sector
investment in energy, I'T, and minerals, and expand-
ed cooperation on climate finance and development
projects. These efforts enhanced mutual trust and
operational collaboration.

Pakistan and China further reinforced their
“all-weather strategic partnership” through CPEC
2.0 and several high-level agreements. President

Free download: flare.pk

2025 gave Pakistan

major successes in
defence, diplomacy,
and economy

e

RENEWED
DIPLOMACY

€

NATIONAL PRIDE
RESTORED

STRONGER ‘
SECURITY

RISING
ECONOMY

Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif
signed deals worth over $8.5 billion, covering ener-
gy, technology, industrial projects, agriculture, and
regional connectivity. Key initiatives included quan-
tum technology cooperation and the launch of five
new development corridors, promoting a durable,
multi-dimensional alliance.

Pakistan maintained a proactive stance in sup-
porting Palestinian rights and regional stability.
Key milestones included endorsing the US-backed
Hamas peace plan, advocating for ceasefire imple-
mentation, and condemning violations by Israeli
forces in Gaza. Pakistan consistently leveraged its
diplomatic influence to protect civilians and ensure
humanitarian aid in Gaza, highlighting its principled
role in Middle East diplomacy.

State visits, high-level meetings, and economic
agreements defined a strong year in Pakistan-Iran
relations. The Iranian Parliament publicly expressed
gratitude for Pakistan's diplomatic support during
the heightened tensions between Israel and Iran in
June 2025. Trade between Pakistan and Iran exceed-
ed $3 billion, with cooperation extending to border
security, energy, trade, agriculture, and cultural ex-
change. Key meetings in Tehran and Islamabad
boosted political trust and strategic collaboration.

The historic bonds between Pakistan and Turkey
strengthened in 2025. Turkish President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdol an visited Islamabad in February, during
which 24 agreements and memoranda were signed
across various sectors, including trade, defence, ener-
gy, culture, education, and health.

In July, both countries committed to expanding
trade to $5 billion, enhancing defence cooperation,
and establishing special economic zones, turning
brotherly relations into a strategic partnership.

Pakistan’s principled stance on Afghanistan — fo-
cusing on border security, counter-terrorism, and re-
gional sovereignty — received support from the UN,
China, Russia, and Iran. During the UN General
Assembly session in September, Pakistan co-signed
a declaration ensuring Afghan soil would not be
used against other nations. Pakistan also pressed the
Afghan Taliban to curb cross-border terrorism, rein-
forcing its role as a stabilising force in South Asia.

In 2025, both Pakistan and Bangladesh came
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UN report officially identified India as the aggressor for
orchestrating an attack in the Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
Pahalgam region, highlighting human rights violations.
Despite India’s lobbying efforts, Pakistan secured a major
diplomatic victory and gained international legitimacy

close to each other in different areas as Pakistan
boasts a powerful military, ranked 12th globally by
Global Firepower (GFP) index, while Bangladesh is
noted for its economic resilience, stronger currency.
Growing diplomatic ties with Pakistan, especially
after political shifts led to new strategic alignments,
as seen in joint military exercises like AMAN-2025.
Both nations navigate complex regional dynamics,
with Pakistan facing internal challenges despite ex-
ternal gains, and Bangladesh aiming for greater au-
tonomy through diverse partnerships.

Pakistan, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman and many other
Gulf nations reaffirmed their resolve to deepen co-
operation across political, economic, and defence
sectors.

Cooperation with the United
States saw renewed momentum
in 2025. PM Shehbaz Sharif and

Field Marshal Asim Munir’s diplo-
matic engagements strengthened
economic, security, and trade
relations

The UAE is one of Pakistan’s largest trading part-
ners, with bilateral trade exceeding $10 billion last
year, and is home to around 1.8 million Pakistani
expatriates.

Remittances from Pakistanis working in the UAE
reached about $6.7 billion in 2024 and are projected
to surpass $7 billion in 2025.

Central Asian Republics (CARSs) are bordered by
two great powers, Russia and China in the east; the
Caspian Sea to the west, Iran to the south, and Af-
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ghanistan to the southwest, leading to political, eco-
nomic, and cultural linkages between Pakistan and
CARs, prospects and challenges for regional integra-
tion, and suggesting a way forward.

Relations between Pakistan and Central Asian
States, historical relations between Pakistan and
CARs.

On 24 February 1992, Pakistan established dip-
lomatic relations with Kazakhstan. It is the most
developed country of CARs, with a $259.70 billion
GDP and a population of more than 19.62 million.
Kazakhstan emerged as Pakistan’s largest export
market in Central Asia in 2022, with a total volume
of $191.139 million. Kazakhstan was interested in
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) to
access Pakistan’s seaports.

The operationalisation of Central Asia South
Asia (CASA-1000), an electricity transmission
project from Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to Pakistan
through Afghanistan, aims to increase the energy
trade and fulfil the energy needs of the region. Uz-
bekistan is a mineral and energy resource-rich coun-
try with resources worth USD 3.5 trillion. It also
holds gold reserves of 2,000 metric tons. Pakistan
will have a chance to further enhance trade with Uz-
bekistan.

Turkmenistan is an energy-rich country. It ranks
fifth in the world with natural gas reserves of around
7.504 trillion cubic meters. The operationalisation
of the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India
(TAPI) natural gas pipeline is bound to help address
Pakistan’s energy crisis. Although their bilateral
trade increased from USD 3.12 million in 2003 to
USD 12.7 million in 2022, it can be further enhanced
as the two countries have a bilateral trade potential
of approximately USD 500 million.
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fee for the Kite Flying Association has been fixed at
Rs 5,000. Authorities said this step aims to formal-
ly regulate organised kite flying activities during the
festival period. The district administration clarified
that Form A will be used for the registration of kite
makers and string manufacturers.

According to media reports, a meeting chaired
by Punjab Senior Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb
directed the district administration to ensure strict
compliance with the law regarding the celebration of
Basant in Lahore.
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Basant 2026 Kite
4 Festival to be
celebrated with
safety measures and
a focus on cultural
rejuvenation

Basant, an acclaimed kite-flying cultural festival of Punjab,
has been along awaited event by the people of the province,
particularly the Lahorites. Thousands of tourists would
flock to Lahore to enjoy the festivities, providing asignificant
boost to the local economy. Families would come together,

with women preparing a variety of dishes for guests

ahore is abuzz with excitement as Basant

returns after nearly two decades, set to take

place from February 6-8, 2026. Basant, an

acclaimed kite-flying cultural festival of
Punjab, has been a long-awaited event by the people
of this province, particularly the Lahoreites. Thou-
sands of tourists would flock to Lahore to join in
the celebrations, providing a significant boost to the
local economy. Families would come together, with
women preparing a variety of dishes for guests. Ev-
ery spring, rooftops filled with families, music drifted
through the old city, and the sky turned into a mov-
ing mosaic of colour as kites danced in the air. More
than a festival, Basant was Punjab’s largest cultural
celebration, deeply woven into Lahore’s identity. Its
disappearance left not just empty skies, but a cultural
silence.

Numerous businesses, including restaurants,
kite makers, string manufacturers, and shopkeepers,
would benefit from the increased foot traffic. How-
ever, the festival was banned in Punjab due to safety
concerns related to the use of metallic wire, deadly
string and tundhi that resulted in accidents. Follow-
ing a long break, Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
has taken proactive measures to reintroduce Basant
with stringent safety protocols in place. The Punjab
government, under Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif, has introduced the Punjab Prohibition of
Kite Flying (Amendment) Bill 2025, marking a sig-
nificant step towards lifting the ban imposed in 2007.

Unlike the chaotic Basant of the early 2000s, this

and safe Basant in 2026, the Lahoreites must take
proactive measures, particularly concerning bikes
and cars that dominate Lahore’s chaotic traffic.

Wear full-face helmets, neck scarves, install a
safety antenna on bikes and gloves. Reduce speed to
20-30 km/h in kite zones like parks or rooftops. Stay
vigilant for loose strings in the sky, especially at dusk.
Cooperation is essential for these safety measures to
be effective. People must actively support these ef-
forts to maintain clear roads and prevent accidents.
Follow traffic signs and use suggested alternate
routes around hotspots like Gulberg or Mall Road.

Road safety during Basant involves not only driv-
ers and riders but also those celebrating on rooftops
or streets. Stay on open rooftops away from traffic to
prevent strings from interfering with vehicles. Imme-
diately collect and dispose of cut strings to prevent ac-
cidents. Keep children away from edges or roads, as
flying kites is prohibited for those under 18. Through
vigilance, cooperation, and responsible celebration,
people can ensure a safe Basant celebration.

According to sources, a total of 254 dilapidated
rooftops have been identified in Lahore’s Walled
City, while 105 buildings have been declared ex-
tremely dangerous. DG Walled City Najam Saqib
said that efforts are underway to ensure that kite fly-
ing does not take place on unsafe rooftops.

It is worth noting that official permission has
been granted to celebrate Basant 2026 in Lahore,
and the Deputy Commissioner Lahore has issued a
notification in this regard.

revival is being framed as

According to the notifi-

a regulated cultural event Violators involved in kite-ﬂyiﬂg cation, kite flying in the city

rather than a free-for-all.
The amendment aims to
address long-standing safe-

could face three to five years’
imprisonment or a fine of up to

will be allowed on February
6, 7, and 8, 2026. During
Basant, only approved and

ty concerns by regulating R82 Million, while those manufac- standard-quality kite-flying
kite materials, restricting turing or selling banned materials material will be permitted.

flying zones, and increasing
enforcement.

may be punished with five to

The manufacture and
trade of kite-flying material

Historically, motorcy- SEVEIl years injaﬂ and fines of UP have been authorised from

clists and other road users

to five million rupees

December 30, 2025, to Feb-
ruary 8, 2026.

have been the primary vic
tims of Basant-related accidents, not kite flyers on
rooftops.

Basant extends beyond the sky filled with kites to
the streets, where motorcycles, cars, pedestrians, chil-
dren, and spectators all share limited urban space. In
the past, the combination of stray kite strings, dis-
tracted riding, and congestion turned Lahore’s roads
into hazardous areas. Even with improved regula-
tions, ensuring road safety during Basant relies more
on public behaviour than laws. To ensure a joyful
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As preparations begin for the revival of Basant
in Lahore, the district administration has announced
the registration fees and procedures for kite makers,
string manufacturers, and kite flying associations.
The district administration has fixed the registration
fee for string and kite manufacturers at Rs 1,000.

Officials said the decision is part of regulatory
measures to ensure safe and organised celebrations
during the Basant cultural festival.

According to the administration, the registration

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Safety rods will be installed on all motorcycles,
and preparations for fireworks will take place at des-
ignated locations in Lahore, the meeting decided.

Under the leadership of the then-chief minister,
Shehbaz Sharif, Punjab had banned the Basant festi-
val in 2007 following an increasing number of deaths
and serious injuries caused to motorcyclists by pro-
hibited and sharp kite strings.

The Punjab government is now making efforts
to revive the festival, on the recommendation of
PML-N chief and former premier Nawaz Sharif, fol-
lowing meetings with stakeholders.

Violators involved in kite-flying could face three
to five years’ imprisonment or a fine of up to Rs two
million, while those manufacturing or selling banned
materials may be punished with five to seven years in
jail and fines up to five million rupees.

The bill empowers deputy commissioners to al-
low “permissible kite-flying” on specific days and at
designated locations, subject to government approval
and strict conditions. However, the use of sharp or
metallic strings will remain banned under all circum-
stances.
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Bridal fashion event
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Mazhar ul Haq

+4 showcasing cultural traditions

and modern design concepts

Held annually in Lahore, the event draws top industry professionals, including designers,
models, stylists, media personalities, and fashion enthusiasts, who collectively elevate the
standards of bridal fashion with elaborate productions and captivating collections

he three-day Sunsilk HUM Bridal Cou-
ture Week in Lahore concluded with a
vibrant display of colours, rich cultural
elements, and a bold theatrical flair. The
23rd edition of HUM Bridal Couture Week 2025
kick-started on a high note, celebrating the artistry,
craftsmanship, and excellence in fashion.

Over the past two decades, HUM Bridal Cou-
ture Week has established itself as the leading brid-
al fashion event in Pakistan, seamlessly blending
cultural traditions with innovative design concepts.
Held annually in Lahore, the event draws top in-
dustry professionals, including designers, models,
stylists, media personalities, and fashion enthusi-
asts, who collectively elevate the standards of bridal
fashion with elaborate productions and captivating

collections.
This year’s event featured 26 designers show-
casing their latest bridal collections, ranging from

Over the past two decades, HUM
Bridal Couture Week has estab-
lished itself as the leading bridal
fashion event in Pakistan, seam-

lessly blending cultural traditions
with innovative design concepts

established names like Rizwan Beyg, Ali Xeeshan,
Saira Rizwan, HSY, and Fahad Hussayn to emerg-
ing talents such as Munib Nawaz, Asifa & Nabeel,
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Umsha by Uzma Babar, Harris Shakeel, Talha
Batla, Edenrobe, and Shoaib Ismail. Renowned
bridal designer Fahad Hussayn set the tone for the
event with a tribute to Lahore’s festive Basant spirit,
blending wedding glamour with cultural symbolism
in a visually striking presentation.

The festive atmosphere was further enhanced
by traditional dancers in colourful attire and gug-
gughorrayperformers, while live musical perfor-
mances by Zain Zohaib and Wahab Shah added
rhythm and cultural authenticity to the experience.
The event featured a mix of couture bridalwear,
stylish menswear, and celebrity appearances, set-
ting the stage for the grandeur and creativity that
unfolded over the next two days of the fashion ex-
travaganza.
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e government students.
acknowledges the Social media platforms
limited job oppor- have played a pivotal role in

tunities available

in the country for educat-
ed and skilled youth. The
private sector has already
provided jobs within a
limited scope. The govern-
ment relies on remittances
to support Pakistan’s frag-
ile economy. To ease the
burden on the government
and create opportunities to
work abroad and support
their families and the coun-
try, the Punjab government
has launched the Parwaz
Card Jobs 2026 initiative.
This initiative aims to ex-
pand global career oppor-
tunities for skilled Pakistani
workers.
This programme,
launched under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, is part
of the larger Hunarmand-
NaujawanProgramme and
seeks to create legal and
safe overseas employment
opportunities for Pakistani
youth. The Parwaz Card
programme provides finan-
cial assistance and support
to skilled and semi-skilled
workers seeking employ-
ment in countries such as
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar,
Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain,
Malaysia, Italy, Romania,
and South Korea. By con-
necting Pakistani workers
with verified foreign em-
ployers and eliminating ille-
gal agents, the Parwaz Card !
initiative aims to boost
remittances, reduce unem-
ployment, and strengthen
the economy while provid-
ing a secure pathway for
global employment. Paki-
stani workers interested in
pursuing overseas job op-
portunities are encouraged
to apply through the Par-
waz Card programme to
take advantage of the bene-

Punjab govt
launches Parwaz
Card for youth to get=i:
foreign jobs

CM Punjab Parwaz Card 2025

Interest-Free Busmess Loans

“ parwaz Card

The government relies on remittances to support
Pakistan’s fragile economy. To ease the burden on the
government and create opportunities for youth to work

abroad and support their families and the country,
Punjab government has launched the Parwaz Card Jobs

2026 initiative

shaping the aspirations of
Pakistani youth, exposing
them to global lifestyles,
better career prospects, and
higher living standards.
Discussions on topics like

migrate.

Mass migration not
only impacts the economy
but also the cultural fab-
ric of the nation. Families
are separated, leading to
weakened social bonds.
While technology enables
communication across
distances, physical separa-
tion can result in cultural
detachment. Pakistan risks
losing its brightest minds to
other countries, bolstering
foreign economies while
' weakening its own.

To address this migra-
tion trend, Pakistan must
tackle the root causes of
| discontent. Economic re-
| forms that promote job
creation and support local
businesses, political stabili-
ty with a focus on national
development, educational
| advancements to strength-
en local institutions, and
entrepreneurship  support
for startups are essential
steps to retain talent and
foster national progress.
Pakistan stands at a critical
juncture, where effective
policies and a stable envi-
ronment can encourage its
people to stay and contrib-
ute to the country’s pros-
perity. While migration
may be a natural response
to challenges, addressing
the underlying issues can
pave the way for a brighter
future for Pakistan.

Pakistan and the United
Kingdom explored avenues

for strengthening youth

the

fits and support offered.

Before it, there is a concerning trend in Pakistan,
a country with a rich history, culture, and potential,
where a significant portion of its population is eager
to migrate. Recent studies showed that 40% of Paki-
stanis express a desire to leave the country in pursuit
of better opportunities. Let us analyse the reasons for
this trend and its potential impact on the country’s fu-
ture.

One of the primary drivers of this migration is the
economic instability in Pakistan. Families are facing
increasing challenges in meeting their daily expens-
es due to rising inflation and the depreciation of the
Pakistani rupee. Job opportunities, especially for re-
cent graduates, are limited, leading to difficulties in
securing stable employment. In 2024 alone, approxi-
mately 700,000 Pakistanis left the country, including
both unskilled labourers seeking higher wages abroad
and highly skilled professionals such as engineers, sur-
geons, and technicians.

The ongoing political turmoil in Pakistan is anoth-
er significant factor contributing to the desire to mi-
grate. Corruption scandals, frequent changes in lead-
ership, and ineffective governance have eroded public
trust in the government. Many individuals feel that
the government is not adequately addressing social
and economic issues, prompting them to seek stability
elsewhere. The lack of consistent leadership and co-
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herent strategies exacerbates the economic stagnation
and hinders job creation.

Education also plays a crucial role in shaping mi-
gration patterns. Professionals and students often look
to countries with renowned universities and robust
job markets for further education and career advance-
ment. This brain drain phenomenon, while beneficial
for individuals, poses long-term challenges for Paki-
stan’s development.

There is a concerning trend in
Pakistan, a country with arich
history, culture, and potential,
where a significant portion of its
population is eager to migrate.

Migration is not confined to rural areas; urban
centres in Pakistan are also experiencing significant
outflows. Cities like Islamabad, Lahore, Karachi,
Faisalabad, Peshawar, and Rawalpindi have recorded
high rates of migration.

The majority of Pakistani youth migrants choose
to relocate to Gulf countries, with Saudi Arabia be-
ing the top destination, followed by the UAE, Oman,
Qatar, and Bahrain. China and Malaysia have also
emerged as popular choices for Pakistani workers and
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engagement, overseas em-
ployment opportunities, and bilateral cooperation
during discussions held in London.

The focus remained on expanding youth-focused
initiatives and developing mechanisms to link overseas
Pakistani youth with national development efforts.

Pakistan’s High Commissioner to the United
Kingdom, Dr Muhammad Faisal, discussed these
matters with Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth Pro-
gramme, Rana Mashood Ahmad Khan.

Discussions also covered ways to strengthen con-
nections between young Pakistanis abroad and gov-
ernment-led programmes. The Chairman Prime Min-
ister’s Youth Programmeemphasised that engagement
of overseas youth would reinforce Pakistan’s national
youth agenda and help bridge diaspora youth with
state institutions. Plans for organising an Overseas Pa-
kistani Youth Convention were also reviewed, aimed
at creating structured platforms for diaspora youth
engagement.

The High Commissioner appreciated the efforts of
the Prime Minister’s Youth Programme and acknowl-
edged the Chairman’s outreach to various Pakistani
youth organisations in the United Kingdom. Progress
is underway between Pakistan and the United King-
dom to create new overseas employment opportuni-
ties for Pakistani youth, which could further enhance
bilateral cooperation in the coming months.
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and vendors like Samsung, Oppo, Infinix, TECNO, vivo,
and more. Corporate partnerships are a key focus for Qist
Bazaar, in collaboration with business concerns like Fauji
Fertilizer Company, Mari Energies Limited, and Nestlé

nstallment-based purchasing is trending high

in Pakistan due to affordability and inflation.

Qist Bazaar provides a platform for custom-

ers to purchase products on installment plans,
making it easy for them to manage payments. The
recent Qist Bazaar 2025 event proved a big a suc-
cess, with a large number of attendees purchasing
their choiced items. The event featured a variety of
products, including smartphones, electronics, gar-
ments, solar, and automobiles, all available with
easy monthly payment options instead of requiring
full upfront payment.

Qist Bazaar, a prominent Buy Now, Pay Later
(BNPL) fintech startup in Pakistan, has secured
funding from leading investors like Indus Valley
Capital, Gobi Partners, Bank Alfalah, and Bazaar.
The event also saw participation of well-known
brands and vendors like Samsung, Oppo, Infinix,
TECNO, vivo, and more. Corporate partnerships
are a key focus for Qist Bazaar, in collaboration
with business concerns like Fauji Fertilizer Compa-
ny, Mari Energies Limited, and Nestlé.

Infinix announced a partnership with Qist Ba-
zaar during a nationwide launch event, showcas-
ing their latest smartphones, smart TVs, and IoT
devices with flexible installment plans. realme has
also joined the installment ecosystem in Pakistan
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through a partnership with Qist Bazaar, offering
affordable installment plans for premium smart-
phones. The collaboration aims to make technol-
ogy more accessible to consumers and empower
them to upgrade to the latest innovations without
financial strain. Other brands like vivo, Infinix and
TECNO have also participated in the Qist Bazaar
Expo, offering their products on easy installment
plans. With a focus on providing Shariah-compli-
ant financing solutions, Qist Bazaar has facilitat-
ed over 110,000 loans worth over PKR 7 billion,
demonstrating the growing popularity of install-
ment-based purchasing in Pakistan. The collabo-
ration between realme and Qist Bazaar highlights
a shift in how smartphones are purchased in Paki-
stan, with a focus on affordability and accessibility.
Consumers can now visit QistBazaar.pk or desig-
nated branches to avail installment plans and pur-

chase premium smartphones like the realme 15 Pro
GOT Edition. Overall, the Qist Bazaar 2025 Expo
showcased a wide range of products and brands, of-
fering consumers the opportunity to own premium
smartphones and other tech products through easy
installment plans.

Bank Alfalah has reaffirmed its commitment to
financial inclusion by increasing its investment in
Qist Bazaar, Pakistan’s rapidly growing buy-now-
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pay-later (BNPL) platform, catering to essential
purchases of people with minimal and easy install-
ments. As part of the latest funding round, Bank
Alfalah has invested an additional Rs55 million
as part of Qist Bazaar’s Series A raise of around
Rs800 million, further solidifying its confidence

in Qist Bazaar’s vision and exponential growth.
Qist Bazaar has seen remarkable expansion, now
operating 40 branches across seven cities, primar-
ily serving Pakistan’s unbanked and underbanked
populations.

In addition to its equity investment, Bank Al-
falah has provided Qist Bazaar with Rs460 mil-
lion in debt lines. Functioning like a pre-approved
credit facility, this arrangement allows the start-up

—— T

to draw funds as needed. This financial support is
designed to strengthen Qist Bazaar's ongoing ex-
pansion and growth objectives, further amplifying
its impact on the market. Atif Bajwa, President and
CEO of Bank Alfalah, commented, ‘ By investing
an additional Rs55 million in Qist Bazaar and ex-
tending Rs460 million in credit facility, we are fu-

s — il o >
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eling the growth of a dynamic startup and paving
the way for innovative payment solutions. These
initiatives empower citizens with easy installment
options, making financial services more accessible.
By working with startups like Qist Bazaar, we can
drive a more inclusive and digitally empowered fu-
ture for our country.’

‘With over 75,000 Pakistanis benefiting from
our collaboration, we are shifting gears to acceler-

L | —

ate financial inclusion at an even greater scale. This
investment is part of Series A led by Indus Valley
Capital with Gobi Partners, coupled with the debt
financing, marks another milestone in our investor’s
commitment to fostering innovation and bridging
the financial gap for underserved communities,’
commented Arif Lakhani, CEO of Qist Bazaar.
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between a sovereign nation and a cryptocurrency project
to explore the potential of stablecoins for cross-border
transactions and digital financial innovation

akistan has agreed with World Liberty

Financial, a subsidiary of SC Financial

Technologies, to pilot a USD1 stablecoin

in its payment system. Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb and CEO World Liberty
Financial Zachary Witkoff, son of US special envoy
Steve Witkoff, signed the MoU at a ceremony wit-
nessed by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Chief
of Defence Forces (CDF) Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir. This historic deal represents the first collabo-
ration between a sovereign nation and a cryptocur-
rency project, with the goal of exploring the poten-
tial of stablecoins for cross-border transactions and
digital financial innovation.

Pakistan is emerging as one of the most compel-
ling frontier markets for digital payments and finan-
cial innovation, driven by over $38 billion in annual
remittance inflows, a rapidly growing digital econo-
my, the Finance Ministry stated.

An estimated 40 million crypto users and indus-
try-estimated annual trading volume of up to $300
billion place the country among those having the
largest digital asset user bases globally, the Ministry
added.

World Liberty Financial and the central bank of
Pakistan will work together to integrate the stable-
coin into the existing digital payments infrastructure.
Additionally, a partnership has been formed between
World Liberty Financial and the Pakistan Crypto
Council to promote the adoption of blockchain tech-
nology and decentralised finance. The stablecoin,
which is pegged to the US dollar, has experienced
significant growth in circulation. The success of the
World Liberty project has led to increased revenue
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for the Trump Organisation, prompting the com-
pany to seek regulatory oversight for its stablecoin.
Pakistan has taken steps to formalise its digital asset
ecosystem by establishing the Pakistan Virtual Assets
Regulatory Authority and allowing major exchanges
to operate within the country. Pakistani officials have
also discussed plans to create a Bitcoin reserve.
According to a source familiar with the agree-
ment, SC Financial Technologies will collaborate
with Pakistan’s central bank to explore the integra-
tion of WLFI’s USD1 stablecoin into a compliant
payments framework. This initiative will enable the
stablecoin to coexist with Pakistan’s developing digi-
tal currency systems, potentially facilitating interna-
tional transfers and settlement processes. Pakistan’s
Finance Minister, Muhammad Aurangzeb, empha-

World Liberty Financial and the
Central Bank of Pakistan will work
together to integrate the stablecoin

into the existing digital payments

infrastructure

sised the importance of engaging with reputable
global entities, understanding new financial models,
and ensuring that innovation aligns with regulatory
standards, stability, and national interests.
Stablecoins, which are digital assets typically
pegged to the US dollar, have gained popularity as
crypto markets are governed by mature financial
institutions that have experimented with tokenised
payments. The US, under the Trump Administra-
tion, has advanced federal regulations that are seen
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as supportive of the sector, while regulators world-
wide are exploring the potential role of stablecoins
in mainstream payment systems.

Stablecoin is a type of cryptocurrency designed
to maintain a stable value by pegging its market val-
ue to an external, less volatile asset, most commonly
a traditional fiat currency like the US dollar.

The Finance Ministry said that the deal will en-
able structured dialogue and technical understand-
ing around emerging digital payment architectures,
including exploring World Liberty Financial’s sta-
blecoin, USD1, for cross-border transactions.

The delegation, led by Zachary Witkoff, Chief
Executive Officer of SC Financial Technologies
LLC, also met senior Pakistani stakeholders and
shared views on approaching secure, compliant, and
transparent digital payment infrastructure, including
innovations in cross-border settlement and foreign
exchange processes.

The use of digital currencies as tender is still ille-
gal in Pakistan, and the central bank and the federal
government entities are in the process of finalising
the new legal framework.

In September last year, the central bank an-
nounced to apply strict restrictions under the For-
eign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA), including
the maximum annual limit of $100,000, to foreign
transfers of digital currencies. The SBP also said it is
working on launching a new digital currency.

The Finance Ministry said that Pakistan is rap-
idly positioning itself as a serious contender in the
global digital finance landscape, as World Liberty
Financial deepens its engagement with the coun-
try to explore next-generation digital payment and
cross-border finance innovations.

Industry observers view World Liberty Finan-
cial’s second engagement with Pakistan as a strong
indication that the country is being evaluated as a po-
tential early-stage partner jurisdiction for exploring
new digital payment models, including its stablecoin,
USD1, at a time when stable, regulation-aware mar-
kets are increasingly sought by global fintech players.

Speaking on the occasion, Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb, Federal Minister for Finance and Rev-
enue, said that “Pakistan recognises that the future
of finance is being shaped today. Our focus is to stay
ahead of the curve by engaging with credible glob-
al players, understanding new financial models, and
ensuring that innovation, where explored, is aligned
with regulation, stability, and national interest.”

This momentum builds on earlier engagement
between the World Liberty Financial and Pakistan,
including the signing of a Letter of Intent (Lol) with
the Pakistan Crypto Council, led by CEO Bilal Bin
Sagqib.

It also follows recent regulatory developments in
Pakistan’s digital asset sector. The newly-established
Pakistan Virtual Asset Regulatory Authority issued
no-objection certificates (NOCs) to Binance and
HTX, enabling both platforms to initiate local incor-
poration in Pakistan.

These NOCs were issued in under five months,
faster than comparable timelines seen in other ju-
risdictions globally. As part of the engagement, the
Founder of Binance, Changpeng Zhao and Founder
of TRON, Justin Sun also visited Pakistan, meeting
with key public and private sector stakeholders as
part of broader engagement around the country’s
evolving digital asset and regulatory framework.

Meanwhile, the delegation of the World Liberty
Financial, led by Zachary Witkoff, called on Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir, the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said. It added that the meeting re-
flected the growing interest of international private
investment groups in Pakistan's evolving economic
landscape.

During the meeting, Witkoff highlighted the im-
mense economic potential Pakistan holds and laud-
ed the efforts of Pakistan's leadership in embracing
futuristic technologies to realise the full possibilities
of its economic prowess.

Field Marshal Asim welcomed the exchange of
views and emphasised Pakistan’s commitment to
economic stability, investor confidence, and enabling
an environment conducive to responsible private sec-
tor participation in national development.
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Pakistan, China sign

424 MoUs to promote
—Jcollaboration in

The MoUs signed in Beijing include one government-
to-government, seven government-to-business, and 16
business-to-business agreements. The initiative focuses
ondeveloping an innovative and pragmatic digital corridor
to enhance cooperation in the I'T industry

signing of 24 memoranda of understanding

(MoUs) to strengthen digital collaboration

under the Joint Working Group on IT Cooperation.
The MoUs signed in Beijing include one gov-
ernment-to-government, seven government-to-busi-
ness, and 16 busmess to-business agreements. The

akistan and China have expanded their
technological cooperation through the

initiative focuses on developing an innovative and
pragmatic digital corridor to enhance cooperation in
the IT industry.

The digital corridor is intended to create new
avenues for Pakistani technology companies and
expand cooperation in ICT infrastructure develop-
ment, such as fiber optic cable projects, cybersecuri-
ty and human resource development, while support-
ing connectivity, emerging technologies and digital
skills.

The document highlights that the Ministry of
IT and Telecom has been pursuing multiple interna-
tional collaborations to train up to 300,000 Pakistani
youths in advanced digital skills, promote Al adop-
tion and expand IT exports and digital capacity.

One major initiative is the skills training partner-
ship with Huawei, which aims to train up to 300,000
youths in fields including artificial intelligence,
cloud computing and cybersecurity. The effort seeks
to address the digital skills gap and contribute to job
creation by leveraging Huawei’s global expertise and
partnerships with Pakistani academic institutions.

Another initiative detailed in the document is
the collaboration with Google on Al training. The
partnership focuses on training government officials
in artificial intelligence as part of a broader nation-
al AT effort covering school, university and voca-
tional levels. The document states that this aims to
enhance public sector excellence and integrate Al
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across sectors such as the judiciary, healthcare and
governance.

The report further noted collaboration with the
Asian Development Bank through Ignite on practi-
cal AT use-case development. Priority areas include
EdTech, HealthTech, AgriTech, FinTech, Clima-
teTech and GovTech. According to the document,
this initiative translates national AT policy into ac-

tionable solutions while fostering a local Al innova-
tion ecosystem.

The report also highlighted a planned nation-
wide ICT skills program with ZTE targeting up to
100,000 trainees, along with a proposal for ZTE
to establish its eighth global training centre in Pa-
kistan. The initiative aims to strengthen human re-
source capacity and reinforce Pakistan’s position as
a competitive technology hub.

According to the report, institutional initiatives
supported by the World Bank under the Digital
Economy Enhancement Project focus on develop-
ing digital public infrastructure, improving access to
government services and modernising governance.

The report also records bilateral and multilater-
al cybersecurity cooperation through PKCERT. It
additionally notes extensive international engage-
ments, including participation in IMM meetings,
trade consultations, commerce dialogues, foreign in-
vestment discussions at the SIFC and the signing of
MoUs with Azerbaijan, Iran, the UAE, China and
others, along with the formation of multiple Joint
Working Groups.

These initiatives collectively aim to enhance Pa-
kistan’s digital skills, broaden global partnerships
and support the country’s digital transformation
through coordinated collaboration in emerging
technologies and ICT development.

On the other hand, Pakistan’s Ambassador to
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China Khalil Hashmi held individual meetings with
Pakistan’s honorary investment counsellors in Chi-
na to strengthen coordination and set priorities for
the year ahead.

The meeting was attended by Ma Xiaoli, repre-
senting Yuan Jianming, Zhang Baozhong, Wang Zi-
hai and Jian Peng. Besides individual meetings, the
ambassador also held a collective working luncheon
with the investment counsellors.

Hashmi appreciated the counsellors’ sustained
efforts across a wide geographic spread covering
Hong Kong-Macao-Greater Bay Area, a region
known for innovation in science and technology,
Xinjiang, a gateway to Pakistan, Shandong, a major
industrial base and Henan, an emerging agriculture
hub.

He underscored the counsellors’ important role
in advancing trade, investment and people-to-people
linkages. He encouraged them to synergise their ef-
forts with Pakistan’s national development priorities
and mobilise Chinese investments in export-orient-
ed sectors of Pakistan.

Highlighting the progress made in the past two
years to mobilise investment in priority sectors,
the ambassador briefed them on identifying 21 key
sectors, channelling investments in these sectors
through joint ventures to boost productive capaci-
ties and integrating investments with human capital
development.

He expressed satisfaction over the unprecedent-
ed results achieved from the two B2B Investment
Conferences held in Shenzhen and Beijing and six
sectoral investment roadshows held since last year,
which cumulatively led to the signing of over 300
MoUs and 25 joint ventures worth $11 billion so far.

He shared with them the active follow-up mech-
anism underway in Pakistan at the high level to facil-
itate the implementation of the MoUs. The ambas-
sador advised the counsellors to actively pursue the
MoUs falling within their respective jurisdictions to
translate commitments into a tangible outcome.

The investment counsellors welcomed the ini-
tiative to convene a focused annual review by the
ambassador, marking the beginning of an institu-
tionalised engagement. They shared their plans for
2026 and expressed resolve to lend full support to
the embassy’s economic diplomacy agenda while
boosting bilateral cooperation in the mutually ben-
eficial areas. China has maintained its position as
Pakistan’s largest foreign investor during the first
quarter of Fiscal Year 2026 (July—September), with
net Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows of
$188.6 million, accounting for 33.15% of the coun-
try’s total FDI of $568.8 million, according to data
released by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP).

Hong Kong followed with $96 million, while
Switzerland ($55.2m), the United Kingdom
($53.9m), and the UAE ($50.1m) were also among
the top contributors.

Despite China’s continued dominance, its invest-
ment dropped by 62.5% year-on-year (YoY) com-
pared to $502.6 million in the same period last year.
Similarly, Hong Kong’s contribution fell by 33.7%
YoY, while Switzerland’s investment increased by
56.4%, indicating shifting investor patterns.

One major initiative is the skills
training partnership with Huawei,
which aims to train up to 300,000
youths in fields including artificial
intelligence, cloud computing and

cybersecurity

In September 2025, China again led monthly in-
flows with $68.2 million, followed by Hong Kong at
$35.9 million and the UK at $30 million, bringing
total FDI for the month to $185.6 million.

Sector-wise, electricity, gas, steam, and air con-
ditioning supply attracted the highest investment of
$255.2 million, reflecting sustained Chinese inter-
est under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) energy projects. The manufacturing sector
received $84.5 million, followed by construction
($39m) and wholesale and retail trade ($11.5m).
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he Pakistan Telecommunication Authori-

ty (PTA) has mandated that all SIM cards

must be registered under the actual user’s

name. It is now illegal to use a SIM card
registered to someone else, and both the user and
the registered owner could face legal consequences.
Consumers are strongly advised to verify the registra-
tion of their SIM cards promptly.

The PTA emphasised that the individual whose
name is linked to a SIM card will be held account-
able for any misuse, including voice calls, text mes-
sages, and data usage. Users are responsible for en-
suring that their telecom services are used lawfully,
as failure to do so may result in penalties, service sus-
pension, or legal action. This initiative is part of the
PTA’s efforts to combat illegal SIM usage, prevent
cybercrimes, and enhance national security mea-
sures. Unregistered or improperly registered SIM
cards should be rectified immediately to avoid penal-
ties and comply with telecom regulations.

Authorities have warned that mobile connec-
tions will be closely monitored, and any SIM found
to be used in violation of regulations will be dealt
with according to the law. This policy aims to pro-
tect consumers and safeguard Pakistan's telecom
infrastructure from fraud, misuse, and criminal ac-
tivities, Consumers are urged to visit their mobile
service providers or official online verification por-
tals to ensure that their SIM cards are correctly reg-
istered. This will enhance accountability and enable
the PTA to trace mobile connections back to their
rightful owners.

In the country, “illegal SIMs” typically refer to
SIM cards not registered in the user’s name or identi-
ty theft. The PTA considers using a SIM registered to
another person a violation, with the registered owner
held responsible for any misuse.

The PTA and the Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) are actively combating various forms of illegal
SIM issuance and usage, including using SIMs reg-
istered to others, obtaining SIMs through fraudulent
means, and selling pre-activated SIM cards illegally.
Non-compliance with tax filing requirements may
also lead to SIM blockage.

Using or possessing an illegal SIM carries risks
such as penalties, service suspension, fines, or legal
action. Misuse of an illegal SIM for criminal activi-
ties can result in false implications.

Unregistered or improperly used SIMs pose secu-
rity threats by enabling anonymous communication
for illicit purposes.

Before it, Pakistan Telecommunication Authori-
ty (PTA) Zonal Office Lahore, in close coordination
with the National Cyber Crime Investigation Agen-
cy (NCCIA) Lahore, conducted a successful raid at
a Zong Franchisee in Sheikhupura involved in the
illegal issuance of SIMs.

PTA warned that it will relentlessly pursue illegal
SIM operations and prevent BVS misuse, underscor-
ing its commitment to protecting citizens from digi-
tal fraud and identity theft.

Several dealers and unscrupulous franchise oper-
ators are reportedly exploiting loopholes in the Bio-
metric Verification System (BVS), activating thou-
sands of SIMs using stolen or forged CNICs. These
illicit SIMs are not only used for financial fraud and
mobile banking scams but also serve as tools for
criminal and terrorist communications, making law
enforcement efforts increasingly challenging.

Victims often discover their identities misused for
unauthorised activities only after facing legal or fi-
nancial consequences, highlighting the personal toll
of this crime. Authorities, including PTA and the
National Cyber Crime Investigation Agency (NC-
CIA), intensified raids on illegal SIM networks, seiz-
ing devices, SIMs, and arresting those involved.

Despite these measures, the persistent scale of the
problem underscores the need for stricter franchise
monitoring, robust public awareness campaigns, and
tighter enforcement to prevent the misuse of citizens’
identities and safeguard national security.

In anotherraid, Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) Zonal Office Peshawar, in close collab-
oration with the National Cyber Crime Investigation
Agency (NCCIA) Peshawar, conducted a successful
raid on a Franchisee involved in the illegal issuance
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PTA makes use

of legal SIM card

mandatory to avoid
trouble

The PTA holds individuals accountable for any misuse of
SIM cards, including voice calls, texts, and data. Users must
ensure lawful use to avoid penalties, service suspension, or
legal action. This is part of the PTA’s efforts to combatillegal
SIM usage and enhance national security

of SIMs. The investigation was initiated following a
complaint filed by a female citizen from Par Hoti,
Mardan, whose CNIC was fraudulently misused
for the activation of unauthorized SIMs. During the
raid, two mobile phones, one laptop, and one Bio-
metric Verification System (BVS) device were seized.
Two individuals, including the franchise owner, were
arrested for further investigation by the agency.
These enforcement actions reflect PTA’s ongoing
and firm resolve to prevent the circumvention of the
Multi-Finger Biometric Verification System (MBVS)
and its unwavering commitment to curbing the ille-
gal issuance of SIMs across

only registered refugees—when including unregis-
tered Afghan migrants, the total number is believed
to be as high as 4.4 million, highlighting the scale
and complexity of Pakistan’s long-standing human-
itarian role.

Afghan refugees holding Proof of Registration
(PoR) cards have begun receiving official notifi-
cations that all mobile SIMs registered under their
names will be blocked, as the Government of Paki-
stan enforces a new telecom policy.

According to this directive, only one SIM card
per PoR cardholder will be allowed moving forward.
The government has con-

the country. PTA urges the
public to remain vigilant
and immediately report any

This policy aims to protect con-
sumers and safeguard Pakistan’s

firmed that all currently
»  active SIMs linked to PoR
cards will be permanently

unauthorised SIM issuance telecom infrastructure from fraud, deactivated after August 5,

through its complaint mech-

misuse, and criminal activities

2025, as part of regulatory

anisms: Toll-Free Helpline
0800-55055 or Online Complaint Portal.

As of late June 2025, Pakistan remains one of the
world’s largest host countries for Afghan refugees,
with an estimated 2.1 million registered individuals.
Among them, approximately 1.3 million hold Proof
of Registration (PoR) cards, granting them tempo-
rary legal status in the country.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) is home to the largest
share, sheltering nearly 717,945 Afghan refugees, ac-
cording to UNHCR data. While KP bears the great-
est burden, significant Afghan refugee populations
are also found in Balochistan, Punjab, and Sindh.
It’s crucial to note that the 2.1 million figure includes
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measures targeting undocu-
mented and unverified mobile connections.

Once deactivated, cardholders will be required to
visit their local telecom office to register a new SIM.
They will be given the option to either reactivate
their previously used number or register a complete-
ly new one.

This move is expected to impact thousands of Af-
ghan refugees across Pakistan, many of whom rely
on mobile phones for digital transactions, banking,
and communication.

Telecom authorities are advising all affected indi-
viduals to prepare in advance and ensure compliance
before the deadline to avoid disconnection.
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ollowing the in-

tervention of the

Pakistan Army

to stabilise the
Pakistani rupee and curb
the smuggling of US dol-
lars, positive effects on the
economy were observed,
leading to controlled in-
flation and price hikes.
Throughout the calendar
year 2025, the currency
remained relatively sta-
ble, experiencing only a
marginal  depreciation
of 0.59%. This stability
is attributed to robust re-
mittance inflows, prudent
monetary management,
and an increase in foreign
exchange reserves, which
helped maintain market
stability and reduce vol-
atility.

The Pakistan Invest-
ment Strategy 2026, de-
veloped by Arif Habib
Limited, anticipates a
gradual adjustment in
the currency in fiscal year
2026 due to heightened
economic activity to jack
up import demand. This
anticipated pressure on
the external account is
expected to be gradual
and not disruptive.

It is expectedthat the
exchange rate will aver-
age PKR 282.8 per USD
in fiscal year 2026 and
further weaken to PKR
292.3 per USD in fiscal
year 2027, resulting in an
annual depreciation of
approximately 3.3%. This
depreciation is thought to
be manageable and sup-
portive of external com-
petitiveness.

In 2026, the perfor-
mance of the Pakistani
rupee will be influenced
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Pak rupee sounds
stable in 2026 among
up-down of major

currencies
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The exchange rate is expected to average PKR 282.8
per USD in fiscal year 2026 and further weaken to PKR
292.3 per USD in fiscal year 2027, resulting in an annual
depreciation of approximately 3.3%
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for the year despite rate
hikes by the Bank of Ja-
pan. As 2026 progresses,
MUFG strategists predict
a retracement in the dol-
lar-yen pair, with the yen
potentially strengthening
to 146 per US dollar by
the fourth quarter. The
Australian dollar is set
for an over 8% increase in
2025, while the New Zea-
land dollar is on track for
a 3.4% rise, ending a four-
year losing streak.

On January 1, 2026,
Bulgaria adopted the euro
as its official currency, be-
coming the 21st Europe-
an nation to do so. The
euro is the currency of
the European Union, fa-
cilitating trade and travel
among member states.

Although the US dol-
lar is the most traded cur-
rency globally, that does
not necessarily mean it
is the strongest among
the approximately 180
4 traditional fiat currencies
recognised as legal tender
worldwide. The Kuwaiti
dinar is the strongest cur-
rency.

Kuwait, situated be-
tween Saudi Arabia and
.’ Iraq, derives much of its
' wealth from being a lead-

b ing global oil exporter.
% Bahrain is an island na-
tion in the Persian Gulf
near Saudi Arabia. Bah-
rain boasts one of the
most diversified econo-
mies in the Gulf region,
with the non-oil sector
contributing 85.9% to
real GDP in 2024. The
Bahraini dinar has been
pegged to the US dollar
since its introduction in
1965.

more by structural factors
than valuation differen-
tials. Key factors such as inflation rates, interest
differentials, political stability, external financing
capabilities, fiscal discipline, and reserve accumu-
lation patterns will shape the currency’s move-
ments. Additionally, the trade balance will be
impacted by oil prices and regional export com-
petitiveness, while geopolitical developments and
global economic conditions will influence flows
and market sentiment. The interplay of these fac-
tors will determine the rupee’s performance in
2026.

In 2026, there is a discussion about world cur-
rencies such as the euro and yuan attempting to
surpass the US dollar to break its monopoly in the
global market. There is a possibility that trading in
euros and yuan could increase in the future.

The US dollar remained stable last year but
was on track for its biggest annual decline since
2017 due to interest rate cuts, fiscal concerns, and
unpredictable trade policies under US President
Donald Trump in 2025. These factors are expect-
ed to persist in 2026, potentially prolonging the
dollar’s weak performance and supporting the
strength of other currencies like the euro and ster-
ling, which have seen significant gains this year.

Concerns about the Federal Reserve’s indepen-
dence under the Trump administration continue
to hold centre stage, with Trump planning to an-
nounce his pick for the next Fed chair in January,
replacing Jerome Powell. This has maintained a
“sell-dollar” sentiment in the market, with net-
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short positioning since April, according to Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission data.
Prashant Newnaha, senior Asia-Pacific rates
strategist at TD Securities, noted that the bearish
outlook for the dollar in 2026 is widely accepted,
with expectations for a weaker dollar against the
euro and the Australian dollar. The dollar received
a slight boost after the release of the Fed meeting
minutes, which revealed divisions among policy-
makers as they cut rates earlier in the month.

The world currencies, such as the
euro and yuan, are attempting to
surpass the US dollar to break its

monopoly in the global market.

There is a possibility that trading

in euros and yuans could increase

in the future

Goldman Sachs strategists anticipate a weaker
dollar in 2026 due to global growth and Fed rate
cuts, but they suggest that any significant negative
developments could lead to a more substantial de-
cline.

The dollar’'s weakness in 2025 has benefit-
ed major currencies and emerging markets, with
the Chinese yuan breaking through the key level
of seven to the dollar for the first time in 2-1/2
years. The yen, however, has not capitalised on
the dollar’'s weakness, remaining relatively flat
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The Omani rial, in-
troduced in the 1970s,
Oman, located between the UAE and Yemen, is a
significant oil and gas exporter like its neighbour-
ing countries.

The Jordanian dinar, in circulation since the
1950s, Jordan, a landlocked country in the Middle
East, has a less oil-dependent economy compared
to its neighbours. It, however, faces challenges
with slow economic growth and rising debt.

The British pound sterling, in existence since
the 15th century, was decimalised in 1971. The
Gibraltar pound, introduced in 1920, is pegged to
the British pound at a fixed rate. Gibraltar, a Brit-
ish territory at the southern tip of Spain, uses the
pound as its official currency.

The Swiss franc, the official currency of Swit-
zerland and Liechtenstein, is considered a safe-ha-
ven currency due to Switzerland’s political sta-
bility. The Cayman Islands dollar, pegged to the
US dollar, was introduced in the 1970s. The euro,
introduced in physical form in 2002, is the official
currency of the Eurozone economic bloc, covering
21 out of the 26 EU member countries.

The US dollar, established in the 1700s, is legal
tender in the US and several other territories and
sovereign nations, including Ecuador.

The US boasts the world’s largest economy by
GDP and is the most traded currency globally. The
US dollar is also the largest reserve currency glob-
ally, held by central banks, and is commonly used
to price key commodity markets such as oil, gold,
and copper.
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Set to impress: X300 Pro with the 200
MP ZEISS APO Telephoto Camera and

all-new OriginOS 6

Lahore: vivo has always
expanded the possibilities of
what mobile imaging can ex-
press, especially in profes-
sional photography, the area it
knows best. Now, vivo is
ready to go even further.In
partnership with ZEISS, the
brand is set to launch the
X300 Pro, a device featuring
next-generation ZEISS imag-
ing and the All-new OriginOS
6. The X300 Pro enables new
ways to capture emotion and
moments, inspiring users to
see the world from entirely
new perspectives.

In collaboration with
ZEISS, vivo has integrated
next-generation imaging tech-
nologies to enhance telephoto
clarity, color accuracy, and
low-light performance. The
much-anticipated 200 MP
ZEISS APO Telephoto Cam-
era promises to deliver high

detail and accuracy, while
vivo’s signature ZEISS Gim-
bal-Grade Main Camera of-

perceives.
Completing this system is
a refreshed 50 MP ZEISS

Dimensity 9500 featuring a
V3+ imaging Chip and a
super-efficient imaging NPU

fers enhanced stability and
improved low-light capture,
bringing everyday moments
closer to what the human eye

Wide-Angle Front Camera,
forming a highly capable im-
aging system. Pro Imaging
Chip VSI1 and jointly defined

defined exclusively by vivo,
VS1 pre-processes every frame
while the V3+ Chip handles
post-processing, working to-

gether to deliver faster imag-
ing and broader scene cover-
age.

The premium features ex-
tend beyond imaging,the
X300 Pro is equipped with
DiamondArmor Glassfor im-
proved resistance to scratches
and drops. Powering the flag-
ship experience is a massive
6510mAh BlueVolt Battery
with 90W FlashCharge, de-
livering all-day usage.

Anticipation for the X300
Pro is rapidly building. By
combining professional im-
aging hardware with a pow-
erful  chipset, vivo is
delivering a device that offers
a new standard for mobile in-
novation. Stay tuned as vivo
prepares to fully unveil the
X300 Pro, designed to em-
power every user to capture
and share their most memo-
rable moments.=

JazzWorld recognised as a Top Employer for 2026

Islamabad: JazzWorld has
recognised as a Top Employer
in Pakistan for 2026 by Top
Employers Institute. The Cer-
tification demonstrates Jazz-
World's ability to create a
high-performing workplace
through data-driven people
strategies, independent valida-
tion, and a clear focus on
practices that drive business
performance, employee en-
gagement, and growth.

Active in 125 countries/re-
gions, Top Employers Insti-
tute is the global authority in
HR certification, benchmark-
ing and advisory. Its Pro-
gramme certifies
organisations based on the re-
sults of its HR Best Practices
Survey which covers six do-
mains including People Strat-

egy, Work Environment, Tal-
ent Acquisition, Learning, Di-
versity, Equity & Inclusion,

W

JAZZWORLD

said: “This recognition is a
milestone
every member of the Jazz-

that belongs to

PROUD TO BE CERTIFIED
AS A TOP EMPLOYER FOR

CREATING A CULTURE OF GROWTH

Kl
SHlaasty

fop

EMPLOYER 2026

Pakistan

FOR A BETTER WORLD OF WORK

and Wellbeing.

Speaking on the achieve-
ment, Tazeen Shahid, Chief
People Officer, JazzWorld,

World team. It reflects the
trust we place in our people,
the leaders who invest in their
teams, and a culture built on

collaboration and purpose.
The award reinforces that our
people practices are not only
robust, but consistently
aligned with the highest stan-
dards of excellence, both do-
mestically and
internationally.”

Top Employers Institute
CEQO Adrian Seligman com-
mented: “Achieving a Coun-
try Top Employer
Certification for 2026 reflects
JazzWorld’s dedication to
building an outstanding work-
place that enables sustained
business performance. Their
strong alignment between
people strategy and organisa-
tional goals, combined with a
commitment to continuous
improvement, demonstrates
the impact of their transfor-

mative practices. We are
proud to recognise JazzWorld
for their meaningful contribu-
tion to a better world of work
in Pakistan.”

The Country Certification
gives organisations access to
globally benchmarked in-
sights, data-driven recommen-
dations, expert validation, and
proven Dbest practices to
strengthen their people strat-
egy. Certified companies ben-
efit from enhanced employer
branding, clearer strategic
focus, improved decision mak-
ing, and a stronger ability to
demonstrate impact to lead-
ers, boards and talent markets.
They also gain opportunities
to connect with a global com-
munity of certified Top Em-
ployers.m

Infinix starts manufacturing LED TVs in Pakistan and intro-
duced the X5W Series with pricing details

Lahore: Infinix has ex-
panded its operations in Pak-
istan by starting local
manufacturing and assembly of
LED TVs, following the suc-
cess of its smartphone manu-
facturing. This move reflects a
trend of global mobile brands
diversifying into consumer
electronics manufacturing in
Pakistan.

Xiaomi has also entered the
LED TV segment in Pakistan,
with Airlink Communication
manufacturing its TVs locally.
Infinix's entry into the LED TV

INfinix

TV X5W

Infinite Al, Unlimited Vision

market is seen as a positive de-
velopment for Pakistan's elec-
tronics industry. Infinix has
introduced its X5W series of
televisions, with prices and
specifications released on De-
cember 16, 2025. The lineup
includes a 43-inch FHD LED
TV priced at Rs 54,999, a 50-
inch 4K LED TV priced at Rs
84,999, a 55-inch QLED TV
priced at Rs 94,999, and a 65-
inch QLED TV priced at Rs
149,999. The price list notes
that additional retail tax may
apply under Section 236H.

Local manufacturing of LED
TVs is expected to reduce im-
port reliance, create jobs, and
enhance price competitiveness
in Pakistan's smart TV market.
Consumers are likely to bene-
fit from improved availability
and support with multiple
brands assembling electronics
locally.

Infinix's expansion into
LED TVs aligns with Pak-
istan's focus on local manufac-
turing and signals growth
potential in the consumer elec-
tronics sector.®

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

JANUARY, 2026



Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

100 Pakistani agriculture graduates
complete programme in China

Beijing: One hundred Pak-
istani agriculture graduates
have completed a six-month
specialised training  pro-
gramme in crop breeding and
genomics in China under
Batch II of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Initiative for Capacity
Building of 1,000 Agricultural
Graduates.

A certificate-awarding cer-
emony was held at the South-
west University of Science and
Technology in Mianyang, lo-
cated in China’s Sichuan
Province, marking the formal
conclusion of the programme.

Officials said the pro-
gramme focused on modern
crop improvement methods
and climate-resilient farming
techniques to help address
food security challenges in
Pakistan.

During the six-month
course, participants received

hands-on training in precision
agriculture, use of advanced
sensors, genome-editing tech-
nologies including CRISPR-
Cas9, molecular breeding,
smart agriculture systems, au-
tomation, and applications of

big data and artificial intelli-
gence in crop development.
Speaking at the ceremony,
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
China Khalil Hashmi congrat-
ulated the graduates and ac-

knowledged the role of the
host university in delivering
the programme. He urged the
participants to apply their
newly acquired skills to im-
prove agricultural productivity
and innovation upon returning

to Pakistan.

The ambassador high-
lighted agriculture as a critical
pillar of Pakistan’s economy
and stressed the importance of
closer collaboration between

Pakistan and China to
strengthen food  security
through shared expertise and
technology.

One of the graduates,
Muhammad Hamid Khan, de-
scribed the training as a valu-
able professional experience,
saying it enhanced his techni-
cal knowledge and motivated
him to contribute more effec-
tively to Pakistan’s agricultural
sector.

The Prime Minister’s Ini-
tiative for Capacity Building
of 1,000 Agricultural Gradu-
ates is being implemented in
multiple phases across several
Chinese universities. While
Batch II completed its training
at the Southwest University of
Science and Technology, other
batches are undergoing or
have completed similar pro-
grammes in different regions
of China.=

Pink & Blue Mobile Licensing
Units activated in 27 districts
iIn Punjab

LLahore: Punjab has acti-

censing Units in 27 districts,
offering citizens the conven-
ience of obtaining driving li-
censes at their doorsteps. Over
140,000 citizens have benefited
from the on-door mobile li-
censing service in the past two
months.
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Of these, 51,000 received
learner licenses, 70,000 ob-

tained fresh regular driving li-
censes, and 25,000 renewed
their existing permits. Special
Pink Mobile Units for women
are operational in Lahore,
Rawalpindi, Gujranwala,
Faisalabad, Sialkot, and Mul-
tan.m

Toyota completes Mitsubishi
Fuso takeover in Pakistan

Islamabad: Toyota Motor
has received approval from
Competition Commission of
Pakistan (CCP) to acquire
Mitsubishi Fuso Truck and
Bus Corporation (MFTBC).

The CCP’s decision fol-
lowed a detailed assessment
under the Competition Act,
2010, concluding that the
merger would not undermine
competition in Pakistan’s com-
mercial vehicle industry. This
green light allows Toyota's
subsidiary, Hino Motors Ltd,
to take full ownership of Mit-
subishi Fuso, uniting two of
Japan's most recognized truck
brands under a single opera-
tional umbrella.

The acquisition is part of a
broader global restructuring
involving Toyota and Daimler

Truck AG, which have estab-
lished a new holding com-
pany, AIB Ltd, to manage and
integrate both Hino and Mit-
subishi Fuso operations.
While Toyota, through Hino,
now holds complete owner-
ship of Mitsubishi Fuso,

Daimler Truck AG retains a
strategic stake in the holding
company, signalling a cooper-

ative approach aimed at
strengthening product devel-
opment and market competi-
tiveness.m

Pakistan sighs MoU to ensure a stable palm oil supply

Karachi: Chairman of the
Pakistan Vanaspati Manufac-
turers Association (PVMA),
Sheikh Umer Rehan, has
termed the cooperation agree-
ment between Pakistan and In-
donesia, aimed at enhancing
trade collaboration in palm oil
and related sectors, a signifi-
cant and positive development
for the vanaspati and cooking
oil industry.

An MoU was signed be-
tween the Pakistan Vanaspati
Manufacturers ~ Association
(PVMA) and the Indonesian
Palm Oil Association (GAPKI)
to promote mutually beneficial
trade opportunities. Speaking
on the occasion, Sheikh Umer
Rehan said that Indonesia is a

key palm oil trading partner for
Pakistan, and the agreement
will play a vital role in further
strengthening bilateral trade re-
lations between the two coun-
tries.

He stated that the MoU
would help ensure a stable sup-

stability for the industry, di-
rectly benefiting consumers
and the national economy. He
added that under the agree-
ment, information sharing,
joint initiatives, and new av-
enues of collaboration between
the private sectors of both

ply of palm oil, improve trade
terms, and provide long-term

countries would be developed,
benefiting not only the vanas-

pati and cooking oil industry
but also increasing bilateral
trade volumes.

Sheikh Umer Rehan em-
phasized that PVMA considers
such international cooperation
essential for safeguarding the
local industry, ensuring the
timely availability of raw mate-
rials, and maintaining price sta-
bility. He also appreciated the
Government of Pakistan’s role
in promoting trade diplomacy
and supporting the private sec-
tor, noting that the presence of
Federal Minister for Com-
merce Jam Kamal Khan at the
signing ceremony reflected the
government’s serious commit-
ment to industrial growth and
export promotion.m

] NATIONAL NEWS

How TikTok is be-

coming Pakistan’s

go-to content dis-
covery platform

Lahore: TikTok’s Search
feature has emerged as a key
tool for discovery in Pakistan,
allowing millions to explore
ideas, learn skills, and find in-
spiration through short, en-
gaging videos. Users
increasingly turn to TikTok
as a visual search engine for
quick explanations about a
variety of topics, reflecting a
growing preference for relat-
able, creator-led content.

Over the past year,
searches linked to education,
culture, food, and lifestyle
have surged. Particularly no-
table increases include #Trav-
elTok (53%), #FoodTok
(52%), #StudyTok (60%),
and #FitnessTok (66%). This
trend indicates a shift to-
wards using TikTok for learn-
ing and connecting with
community-driven content.=

WhatsApp Intro-
duces new status
privacy check

Lahore: WhatsApp has
added a new privacy check fea-
ture to its status feature, allow-
ing users to easily see who has
viewed their status updates and
who can view them.

According to details, this
new feature is available in the
beta version 2.26.2.9 and pro-
vides users with a quick and
clear way to check status pri-
vacy settings, viewer details,
and re-share rules.m

Spotify spotlights
Shae Gill as 'Radar
Pakistan' artist

Karachi: Recognized as
one of the country’s top
emerging voices, Shae Gill has
been named Spotify RADAR
Pakistan’s featured artist for
2026. Shae Gill's unique vocals
and her commanding ability to
blend contemporary with the
traditional has allowed her to
conquer the hearts of audi-
ences not just locally but
abroad.

To celebrate her achieve-
ments, Spotify is featuring her
most recent release, “Insecu-
rity”, a powerful Punjabi track
that depicts dealing with ex-
actly what the title says. With
more than 256K streams accu-
mulated since its launch, the
track continues to hit all the
right notes for listeners.=

RADAR PAKISTAN
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Meezan Bank partners with PIA to facilitate
customer convenience

Islamabad: Meezan Bank,
Pakistan’s premier Islamic
bank and the country’s first
and largest Islamic financial
bank, has entered into a part-
nership with Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines (PIA) to
provide added convenience
and travel-related benefits for
Meezan Bank Debit Card-
holders.

The agreement was signed
in Karachi by Dr. Syed Amir
Ali, President & Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Meezan Bank,
and Mr. Nousherwan Adil,
Chief Commercial Officer of
Pakistan International Air-
lines, in the presence of senior
officials from both organiza-
tions. Representing Meezan
Bank were Mr. Ahmed Ali
Siddiqui, Group Head — Con-
sumer Finance; Mr. Rahil
Sayani, Head of Acquiring,

Loyalty & Alliances; and Mr.
Abid Malik, Head of Cards,
Unsecured Financing & New

Pakistan International Air-
lines using their Meezan Bank
Debit Cards and enjoy exclu-

Speaking at the occasion,
Dr. Syed Amir Ali stated:
“This partnership aligns with

Initiatives, while representing
PIA were Mr. S. M. Fahim,
General Manager Digital Mar-
keting, and Mr. Afesh Akhter,
Manager Alliances.

Under this partnership,
Meezan Bank Debit Card-
holders can book flights with

sive discounts, providing a
seamless, convenient payment
experience. The collaboration
reflects both organizations’
shared commitment to en-
hancing customer facilitation
through strategic alliances and
innovative banking solutions.

Meezan Bank’s focus on pro-
viding efficient, Shariah-com-
pliant banking solutions
while enhancing convenience
for our customers. Collabora-
tions with leading organiza-
tions such as Pakistan
International Airlines sup-

port our objective of strength-
ening payment infrastructure,
expanding cross-channel ac-
ceptance, improving service
accessibility, and delivering a
more seamless customer ex-

perience.”
Commenting on the part-
nership, Mr. Nousherwan

Adil, Chief Commercial Of-
ficer, Pakistan International
Airlines, said: “This partner-
ship with Meezan Bank
demonstrates PIA’s commit-
ment to enhancing customer
convenience and providing
seamless travel experiences,
While we continue to collab-
orate with multiple financial
institutions, this initiative al-
lows Meezan Bank Debit
Cardholders to enjoy added

benefits and a smoother
booking experience with
PIA."m

REVOO introduces A11 LFP and A12 LFP Lithium electric bikes in Pakistan

Lahore: REVOO, a
global electric mobility
brand from Transsion Hold-
ings, has officially launched
lithium-powered  electric
bikes REVOO A11 LFP and
REVOO A12 LFP in Pak-
istan for the first time glob-
ally, reaffirming Pakistan's
strategic importance in
REVOOQO's global roadmap.

The newly-launched
REVOO A1l LFP and A12
LFP are equipped with fast-
charging lithium batteries,
capable of charging fully in
just 3 to 3.5 hours, and come
with a 36-month battery

warranty and 24-month

motor warranty.

"Pakistan holds a very spe-
cial place for REVOO glob-

REBORN
IN LITHIUM

A1l LFP | A12 LFP

Speaking on the launch,
Kyle Zhang, Country Head
of REVOO Pakistan, stated:

ally. Launching our lithium
technology here first reflects
our strong confidence in this

market and our commitment
to delivering advanced, reli-
able electric mobility solu-
tions for Pakistani
consumers." REVOO All
LFP is positioned for daily
commuting and single-rider
use. The A1l LFP supports
speeds of 35-45 km/h and
an estimated riding range of
75-90 km per charge, de-
pending on usage. It is pow-
ered by a 1000W motor,
features front and rear hy-
draulic suspension, and is
designed for everyday travel.

REVOO A12 LFP is de-
signed for family use. The

A12 LFP offers a similar
35-45 km/h speed range
and a riding range of 80-100
km per charge. It features
front disc and rear drum
brakes, front and rear hy-
draulic suspension, 150 mm
ground clearance, and
under-seat storage to sup-
port household commuting
needs.

REVOO also confirmed
plans to introduce addi-
tional lithium models in the
coming months, including
Y04, Y06, and B12, further
expanding its EV lineup in
Pakistan.m

SECP urges in-
vestors to
avoid unli-

censed trading

apps promising
high returns

Islamabad: The Securities
and Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP) has identified il-
legal online trading platforms op-
erating under the names
“Hillhouse Capital/ Hillhouse
Investment” and “S-169 Whar-
ton.”

These platforms are enticing
the public with exaggerated
promises of high returns on in-
vestments in listed company
shares. The public is hereby in-
formed that “Hillhouse Capital/
Hillhouse Investment” and “S-
169 Wharton"” are neither li-
censed nor authorized by SECP
to operate any investment or trad-
ing platform. SECP has reported
these illegal platforms to relevant
law enforcement agencies.m

easypaisa Digital Bank, Visa enter strategic
partnership to scale card-based solutions

Islamabad: Visa and easy-
paisa Digital Bank have signed
a strategic agreement to
strengthen their collaboration
with a focused objective of ex-
panding card-based digital
transactions across Pakistan
and international.

The agreement formalizes
the partnership between Visa

processing capabilities, and ro-
bust security standards to de-
liver seamless and secure
payment experiences, drive
greater card usage, and ex-
pand merchant acceptance
across the country for our am-

and easypaisa Digital Bank, [\

reflecting a shared commit-
ment to increasing the is-
suance and usage of
Visa-branded debit and credit
cards. The collaboration aims
to enable secure, seamless, and
reliable card transactions
across both physical and digi-
tal merchant channels.
Commenting on the col-
laboration, Jahanzeb Khan,
President & CEO, easypaisa
digital bank, said, “This part-
nership with Visa allows us to
leverage its global payment
network, advanced transaction

bition to unlock opportunities
for all and make cashless Pak-
istan a reality”.

Umar S. Khan, Country

Manager Pakistan &
Afghanistan, Visa, added,
“Pakistan’s shift to digital is
accelerating, and easypaisa’s
scale shows what’s possible as
they serve roughly one in
every five Pakistanis. By pair-

ing that momentum with
Visa’s global network and ad-
vanced security, we can help
more consumers and mer-
chants move from cash to dig-
ital payment experiences
complementing the national

ecosystem and widening par-
ticipation.”

Through this agreement,
both organizations reaffirm
their commitment to support-
ing Pakistan’s evolving digital
payments ecosystem, advanc-
ing financial inclusion, and
contributing to the develop-
ment of a secure, scalable, and
cash-lite economy.n

Cabinet ap-
proves new de-
signs of

currency notes

Islamabad: The federal
government has decided to
introduce  newly-designed
currency notes after the for-
mal approval from the federal
cabinet. The decision was
taken during a cabinet meet-
ing chaired by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif at the Prime
Minister’s House in the fed-
eral capital on Wednesday.

The cabinet was briefed
by the Ministry of Finance
on the proposed design of
banknotes, issued by the State
Bank of Pakistan. Officials
told the meeting that the new
currency notes are being de-
signed in line with the mod-
ern international standards,
with the services of global
experts engaged for the
process. New designs will be
introduced for the banknotes
of Rs100, Rs500, Rs1,000
and Rs5,000 denomina-
tion.m
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vivo X FOLD5

vivo X200 Pro

Display

6.53" & 8.03"

Camera

Front Camera:20+20MP
Rear Camera:50+50+50MP

Battery

6000mAh

Memory

16GB+512GB

6.78"
Front 32MP

Rear Camera 50+50+200MP
6000mAh
sy

vivo V60 5G

Display

6.31"

Camera

|
|

Front 50MP
Rear Camera 50+50+8MP

Battery

6500mAh

Memory

RAM & ROM
12GB+512GB

Charging

90w

vivo V60 Lite 5G

6.77"

Camera

Front Camera:50MP
Rear Camera:50+50+8MP

Battery 6500mAh
RAM & ROM
Memory 12GB+256GB
12GB+512GB
90W

vivo Y21d

Display

6-77“

Camera

Front 32MP
Rear Camera 50+8MP

Display

Camera

Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera:50+0.08MP

Battery 6500mAh Battery 6500mAh
RAM & ROM RAM & ROM
Memory Memory 4GB+128GB
12GB+256GB GGR+120GH
Charging 0w Charging 44W
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vivo Y400

vivo Y19s PRO

6.68" 6.68"
Front Camera:8MP Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP Rear Camera:50+0.08MP
6500mAh 6000mAh
8+128GB RAM & ROM
8+256GB 6GB+128GB
Charging 44w 44W

vivo Y04

6.67" 6.74"
Front Camera:8MP Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP Rear Camera:13+0.08MP
6000mAh 5500mAh
RAM & ROM 4GB+64GB
3GB+256GB 4GB+128GB
= 6GB+128GB
15W

PHILIPS

Fun 100

Stay connected anytime, anywhere

Removable Li-Pa
3000mAh

Display
2.4inches

King Talker with Auto
Call Recording

Up to 70 Days

microSDHC
card support
(up to 32GB)

DurabilityP52
h
dust resis

1000mAh
E;J removable

E 2.0 inches,
= 128160 pixels

www.advancetelecom.com.pk

www. advancetelecom.com.pk

8 § X (@ /ADVANCETELECOM

o { ADVANCETELECOM
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Realme 14 5G
Rs. 99,999

Chipset: Qualcomm Snapdragon
6Gen 4, GPU: Adreno 810

6.67 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP, Back: 50 MP

6000 mAh

RAM 12GB ROM 512 GB

N ' P

Realme 14T 5G
Rs. 79,999

Chipset: Mediatek Dimensity
6300, GPU: Mali-G57 MC2

6.67 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP, Back: Dual
Camera 50 MP + 2 MP

6000 mAh

Memory RAM 12GB ROM 256 GB

SEGD

Blazing Fast Refresh
6.7" HD+ Display, 120Hz.

PKR32,999/-

$25

ﬁAzureTech "7 auctech ® @GO O ssscorpionce

SMART 10

Instant & Secure
Fingerprint Unlock

PKR 18,999/-

- +, \

SEGD

ﬁAzureTech "7 auctech ®@G QO seoermerionce

o

No charging worries
with up to a month of
standby.

Play radio and MP3s'
through the loud rear
speaker.

Tough body and
dedicated music
playback buttons.

a § X @,fADUANCETELECOM

www.advancetelecom.com.pk

Srenac 10

d "z‘fm/ temee | ( }fn{/ﬂﬂmé, C }{{J\U&_{/ﬂl Chrnsected

_—
(&) 1500man Z 510% Longer Calls @ 62% Faster

in Weak Network

www.advancetelecom.com.pk
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G'FEIVE DIAMOND

AUTD DUAL BATTERY DISPLAY
SIM 3500 Z2.4inches
mAh SCREEN

RECORDING SLOTS

STUNNING TEXTURE DESIGN

#G'Five_Diomond
WWW.GFIVEPAKIS TAN.COM

oI-13) MERI SUPERPOWER

Super Big Battery

A=
~Camera

P

(3
)/
Big Speaker

HChurmp

G'FIVE

CHAMP

T DISPLAY

POWER SMAR
SPEAKERS HD 2.4inches
A0 music CAMERA SCREEN

POWERFUL

«SPEAKERS

Rear
Came

Ready for
Every Click

1.8" Screen,

Perfect Fit in Your Palm

32MB + 32MB

with Expandable 32GB Storage

3000 mAh

for Days of Power

Bright
Torch

Always Ready
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INaVI Infinix

Infinix Smart 10

y, New Year, New Deals _ )
~ Bachat ka Zabardast Mauka!
P Chipset: Unisoc
INFINIX X5W s S
QLED TV % = S B miowe o
IPS Panel | Al Series  NETFLIX siwies @BYoulube © Music Display 6.67 Inches
e
Battery 5000mAh
VlElelsd RAM 4GB ROM 64GB
J
43" FHD Smart TV 55" QLED Smart TV 65" QLED Smart TV-
dihais Kofe ad Hio
Rs. 54,999 Rs. 94,999 Rs. 149,999
\
~
ZTE Blade V60 Design Chipset: MediaTek Helio G100
e Ultimate, GPU: Mali-G57 MC2
Chipset: Unisoc T606
- Octa- = 6.78 Inches, AMOLED
CPU: OctarCore 1.6GHz D!Splay Capacitive Touchscreen
i 6.6 Inch
DlSplay nenes Front: 32 MP
Back: 50 MP + 8 MP
Front : 8MP
Main 50MP+ 2MP
depth lens Al-CAM
Battery 5200 mAh
-
\([=l1le]a"] RAM 12GB  ROM 256GB
on 2566
ry ROM 256GB
%4 4
Xiaomi Store Xiaomi Store

Authorized Reseller

Redmi 13
Scene hai 13
8GB+128

Supports 33W Fast Charging

k1YY

e

Standby | Up to 19 days

Authorized Resefier

Redmi 14C

Rounded Design Aesthetic
Glamour at your fingertips

|
|

Processor | Charging ‘ Display ‘ Battery
m ' STO re > pk Helio G&1-Ultra 18W Fast Charging 6.88" Dot Drop Display 5160maAn
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@SoMP 4, @SGENEEcE T Rs. 23500

VGO TEL FlE“ z
Unlock in a Flick
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Explore a

Diffarent WarlA
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SOMP Can‘?:rra

_:
BENIEE

Samsung Galaxy A24 Samsung A36
Rs. 72,999 Rs. 119,999
N
Chipset: Mediatek MT8781
Helio G99 (6nm) CPU: Octa-core Chipset: Qualcomm SM6475-AB

(2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-A76 + Processor Snapdragon 6 Gen 3, CPU:

6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55) : Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz

Cortex-AT8 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-AS5)
: : 6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED

Display ;

Capacitive Touchscreen " 6.7 Inches, Super AMOLED

pa D Isplay Capacitive Touchscreen
Front: 13 MP, Main: Triple Camera

Came ra 50 MP, /1.8, (wide), PDAF, OIS Front: 12 MP, Main: Triple Camera

+5MP, /2.2, (ultrawide), Camera 50 MP, /1.8, (wide), 1/1.96",

Z PDAF, OIS + 8 MP, /2.2, (ultrawide)
YS" + 2MP /24, {macro) 1/4.0" + 5 MP, 712.4, (macro)
5000mAh
CEUEVE  (Li-Po Non removable), Battery 5000 mAh
RAM 8GB ROM 256GB
1012 RAM8GB  ROM 128GB Memory
J
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO

1 Displa 6.78"AMOLED144Hz
—

Front Camera:13MP
Rear Camera:50MP

TECNO

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO PLUS

6.78"AMOLED144Hz

ey Front Camera:13MP
G Rear Camera:S0MP

RAM/ROM RAM/ROM
8GB+256GB 8GB+256GB
45W Fast Charging
45W : :
30W Wireless Chargin
Fast Charging ging
5200 mAh 5200 mAh

TECNO CAMON 40 PRO

Ghiil 6.8 AMOLED 120Hz

Front Camera:50MP
Rear Camera:50MP+8MP

ey RAM/ROM
—— 8GB+256GB

45w
Fast Charging

5200 mAh

TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G

6.78" AMOLED 144Hz

e Front: SOMP
R . 50MP (DIS) Sony IMXB90
“ Rear: s BEJMPHEW«QMS’

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

70W, Ultra Charge

5000mAh

MOBILE

Sl

i-louce

« | 2.8" Touch
Display
2,000mAh
Built-in-Battery

Digital Stylish

Camera

¥ Life Sensor

\5"( Alert

MEeMOBILE

Youtubs Tiktok  Whatsapp Faceback
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5.A.Q COMMUNICATION | MOTOROLA 13 620
M/S BK TRADERS | MOTOROLA 99 3,074
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS i MOTOROLA = s
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED | MOTOROLA 5 .

| SMART TECHNOLOGIES | MOTOROLA - -
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED | NOKIA = 2

| TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED | NOKIA 5 -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED | NOTHING 610 121,800
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION | NO NAME 2 >
LOGISTICS PROPEL | NO NAME 6 1,760
M/S GREEN GATE GLOBAL i NO NAME 2
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED | NO NAME = 5
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED | OPPO 121,297 13,029,748
IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED ! OPPO z =

| EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED | REALME 86,640 6,287,280
SUNTON MOBILE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED | REALME 14 4,000
LOGISTICS PROPEL i REALME 8 2,700
MY REHMANI TRADER’S SAMSUNG 63 17,861
DB LINK (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG 119 35,154
ACTION MOBILE i SAMSUNG a5 12,285
M/S BK TRADERS | SAMSUNG 831 237,312
MICROTEL TRADING | SAMSUNG 5 z
MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED | SAMSUNG z =
CORETECH | SAMSUNG - R
SICCOTEL TRADING i SAMSUNG 3 B
SMART TECHNOLOGIES | SAMSUNG = 5
SMART SOLUTIONS | SAMSUNG - -

M/S AS TRADING ! SAMSUNG 2 =

| SHOPME | SAMSUNG . -
PICK N SAVE SAMSUNG a4 1,202
S.A.Q COMMUNICATION SAMSUNG 422 131,544
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS | SAMSUNG K R
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED | SAMSUNG 8 3,816

| LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED ' SAMSUNG 220,220 26,456,460
SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG y N
EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG 363 121,844

| CORETRIX (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 2250 167,670
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD TECNO 55,000 4,460,071
SAHAA TRADERS TECNO 2 5
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 3 "
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED | TECNO 55,011 6,596,812
UNITED MOBILE | TECNO - -
SICCOTEL TRADING l TECNO ! <
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED | TECNO N -
EZEE SOLUTIONS l ULEFONE z =
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED | VIVO 225,908 20,630,259
SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED | VGOTEL 2 50
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ! VILLAON - =
M/S.ZENITH ENTERPRISE | VILLAON - -

| INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED | VILLAON 30,000 835,380
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS i XIAOMI Z B
CORETECH | XIAOMI 100 18,630
M/S GREEN GATE GLOBAL i XIAOMI 11 2,900
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED | XIAOMI 1 550
OPTIMUS. | XIAOMI - -
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED | XIAOMI 12,000 1,282,373
MULPHICO TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED | X MOBILE 11,110 419,655
DEPLOY (PVT.) LIMITED | X MOBILE - -
VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED I X MOBILE Z =
VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED | ZTE - -
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED | ZTE 56,905 3,276,073
APPLE i 48,074 45,032,577
CALME | -

HMD ! Z

MEIZU | .

GFIVE i 10,000 350,000
GOOGLE | 19,860 1,827,493
E-TACHI | 3

OUKITEL =

ULEFONE -

SEGO | 10,009 400,630
BLACKVIEW | =

D CODE | 4,000 160,600

| DIGIT 4G e )

HONOR 2,500 136,500
INFINIX | 172,011 11,863,230

| ITEL | 60,500 2,480,523
MOTOROLA | 124 4,536
NOKIA | -

| NO NAME ' 6 1,760
oPPO 121,297 13,029,748

| NOTHING 610 121,800
REALME | 86,662 6,293,980
SAMSUNG | 222,065 27,017,477

| TECNO 112,261 11,224,553
Vivo 225,908 20,630,259
VILLAON 30,000 835,380
VGOTEL | 2 50

| X MOBILE | 11,110 419,655
XIAOMI | 12,112 1,304,453
ZTE | 56,905 3,276,073
Total 1,206,016 146,411,276
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Import Data Smart Phones (Importer Wise)

Importer Name Brand ay Dec-25 .
FUTURE TECH APPLE | 18 | 18,386
DB LINK (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE | 10 | 2,822
INTRO TECHNOLOGY APPLE | 650 ! 278,779
NEXTWAVE DISTRIBUTION (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE | . | .
M/S AS TRADING APPLE | - | -
10T TRADERS (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE | - | -

__M/5 BK TRADERS APPLE ' 10,678 ! 5,094,414

_ ROCKERS TRADING APPLE | 509 | 645,627
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD APPLE | 523 | 651,213
M/S NEXALINK APPLE | 625 | 807,100
SMART FLOW (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE | - I -

__ENABLING SOLUTIONS (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE | - | -

CITI TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE | - | .
IPHONE CITY APPLE | - | -
SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE | - | 2
SMART SOLUTIONS APPLE 2 :
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE x -
GNEXT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE | 9,960 | 12,218,527
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE ! - | -
ACTION MOBILE APPLE | 385 | 175,409
MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE | - | .
MICROTEL TRADING APPLE | 1,244 | 1,282,036
SHOPME APPLE | - | -
DERIMOD ENTERPRISES APPLE | . | .
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE 400 520,275
LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 9,103 11,809,733
WAQAS MOBILES = APPLE ' = G 8 :

_ YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 1,435 1,844,195

MY REHMANI TRADERS APPLE 740 331,890
GREEN ENTERPRISES APPLE s -
CORETECH. _ W APPLE. ' 1,204 1 1,426,326
_ CORETRIX (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE | 540 i 697,230

_ 5.A.Q COMMUNICATION APPLE | 5,536 | 2,963,920
PICK N SAVE APPLE | 1,502 | 631,504
EUROTEL TRADING APPLE | 910 | 1,115,910
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS APPLE | : ! <
HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE 1,512 1,891,530
GOLDEN TECHNOLOGICS APPLE 4 -
MMT RAPID (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE s -
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE | 500 | 625,752
BELLCO TRADING COMPANY (PRIVATE) LIMITED E-TACHI 4 | -
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED HMD - | -

G' FIVE MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED GFIVE 10,000 | 350,000
INFOCOM GADGETS (PRIVATE) LIMITED CALME = ! 5
PICK N SAVE GOOGLE 2,613 236,105
INTRO TECHNOLOGY GOOGLE 98 8,467
ACTION MOBILE GOOGLE 3,221 292,447
MY REHMANI TRADERS GOOGLE - | .
M/S AS TRADING GOOGLE | - | -
CORETECH GOOGLE ‘ | .
DB LINK (PRIVATE) LIMITED GOOGLE 2,276 | 192,910
SAHAA TRADERS GOOGLE | - | -
EUROTEL TRADING GOOGLE | - | -
M/S BK TRADERS GOOGLE | 7,095 | 680,231
MICROTEL TRADING GOOGLE 300 26,757
SHOPME GOOGLE - - -
'SICCOTEL TRADING. - GOOGLE o | = 1 3
GOOGLE | 4,257 i 390,577
SMA RT TECHNOLOGIES GOOGLE l - | -
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS GOOGLE | - | -
SMART SOLUTIONS GOOGLE | - | 3
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS BLACKVIEW | z ! -
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED SEGO 10,009 400,630
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED D CODE 4,000 160,600
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE = -
SWIET BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGIT 4G | - | -
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED MEIZU | 5 | -
GOLDEN TECHNOLOGICS HONOR | 2,500 | 136,500
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX | 77,000 | 5,614,237
ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX | 11 ! 1,815
CARLCARE SERVICE {PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX | . | .
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX | - | -
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX | = | %
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX | 95,000 | 6,247,178
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD ITEL | 21,000 | 751,797
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL | - | .
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL | 5,500 | 520,747
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL | u | %
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL | 34,000 | 1,207,979
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL | - | -

_ TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL | - | -
ATJICON (PRIVATE) LIMITED OUKITEL | = i B
SKYLINES INTERNA TIONAL ASSOCIATES OUKITEL | : | ;
ACTION MOBILE MOTOROLA | 12 | 842
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VISA BUSINESS
or VISA SERVICE?

COMMON PRACTICE
A\ High Fees Upfront

) No Refunds on Refusals
) Applicants Losing Money

MOROCCO EMBASSY
() No Fee Before Decision

) No Charge if Rejected
() Payment Only After Approval

.~ INVESTIGATION REVEALS “VISAAS A SEWICE"
‘ NOT A BUSINESS!

Fair_?rocess for All Applican?s
Respectful and Transparent Handling
No Financial Exploitation

IF MOROCCO CAN DO IT, WHY CAN'T OTHERS?
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Pakistan's population reached about 235,95 millian in 2024, up
155.34 miillion since 1980, and is projected to grow by around
28.9 million more by 2030.
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