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regulate the
Basant to reap
economic
benetits

The Punjab government won the hearts of millions by reviving the
festivities of Basant for three days in Lahore after this cultural event was
banned by the Supreme Court some two decades ago, when this sport
became throat slitting activity in the province. Under the stewardship
of Chief Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz, the Basant was officially
celebrated only in the provincial metropolis, adopting precautionary
and preventive measures for the safety of the citizens. People thronged
the city not only from other parts of the country but also from abroad
and celebrated the Basant with full cultural and traditional fervour
from February 6 to 8. The colourful kites in the sky gave a new look to
the City where millions of youngsters experienced this scene and the
enjoyment of kite flying for the first time in their life.

It was just three months ago, when uncertainty enshrouded about
celebration of Basant in Lahore. However, the Chief Minister of
Punjab made the announcement that brought joy to Lahoreites, and
they set on preparations for it. People began buying kites, threads,
ordering barbecue, arranging music, and decorating rooftops with
multicoloured flags and strips. The revival of the Basant in Lahore
brought forth this event not only as a cultural necessity but also as a
significant economic booster for the country. A regulated festival, as it
was done, generated revenue from Rs6 billion to Rs8 billion in direct
and indirect economic activity within just three days, providing much-
needed relief to the struggling economy.

Over two decades ago, kites and strings were prepared throughout
the year, but the demand did not meet till the Basant. This industry
became a vital source of livelihood for people in the walled city and
surrounding areas. During the recent Basant, the demand was even
higher despite the fact that the kites and string rates were much higher
than ever in the past. The government did well by predeciding the size
and the kind of string for flying in view of the safety of the people and
announcing penalties to the violators. By and large, these restrictions
were followed. Therefore, there is a need for the government to regulate
it to make it safer, generate more revenue for the national exchequer
and create more job opportunities through it.

Additionally, safety measures should be strictly enforced to ensure a
safe celebration for all participants. The establishment of a permanent
Basant Regulatory Board by the Punjab government, similar to
professional sports bodies, would ensure the professional management
of the event, protect jobs, and maintain safety standards. During the
festival, a record 900,000 vehicles entered Lahore in three days, and
600,000 passengers travelled free of cost on the Orange Train for two
days. Foreign diplomats and showbiz celebrities added to the festivities
at Delhi Gate.
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Basant festival boosts the local
economy

I must appreciate the government’s decision to allow the
celebration of Basant in Lahore with the strict implementation
of SOPs, which is a positive step. However, the use of metallic
and 1llegal thread poses a threat to public safety, which was
used by a section in the Basant despite repeated government
directives to avoid them. During the recent Basant festival in
Lahore, residents followed SOPs, as acknowledged by Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz and provincial authorities. The
three-day festival, from February 6-8, 2026, was conducted
safely, leading to praise from authorities. Following the
successful event, the ban on kite flying was reinstated on
February 9, 2026.

The Basant 2026 festival in Lahore also boosted the local
economy, with an estimated turnover of Rs six billion. The
festival provided a significant economic boost to various
businesses, including kite makers, food vendors, hotels, and
transport operators.

Mazharul Haq, Lahore

Biometric registration of Hujj
pilgrims

I would like to bring to the attention of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony the lack of a proper
guidance system for the Hujjaj across the country. Recently,
an awareness session was held at Faisal Auditorium, Punjab
University, where speakers attempted to guide the Huyjaj.
However, many of them do not have easy access to the internet
or mobile phones to upload their data on the Saudi Visa Bio
App and access the Pak Hajj app. They must be properly
guided and assisted in the use of this modern-day necessary
gadget.

I received a call informing me that I needed to complete my
biometric process either through the app or by visiting the
Tasheer Center at Thokar, as it was the last date or biometric
registration. It is the Ministry’s responsibility to inform the
Hujjaj through SMS in Urdu and social media advertisements
well in advance, rather than calling them on the last date and
causing them to rush for biometric registration, especially
considering that many people come from far-flung areas. I
urge the Ministry to take a proactive approach in assisting the
intending Huyjjaj

Abida Sarwar, Lahore

Social media is squandering our
time and values

I am writing to highlight a serious problem in our society:
our unhealthy relationship with mobile phones and social
media. We use our phones constantly, from the moment we
wake up to our time at university, in the office, and even
while eating or resting at home. We are always scrolling.
But what are we actually consuming? Mostly, we watch
people who promote vulgarity. These social media “stars”
often display no real skills. Many rely solely on appearance
to gain views and attention.

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

This trend 1s damaging our youth. When hardworking
individuals see this, they feel discouraged. They question
why they should struggle to learn meaningful skills when
others achieve fame simply by dancing or showing off.
Many young people attempt to copy these trends in search
of instant recognition. When they fail, the result is often
frustration and depression.

We must ask ourselves where we are heading. We are
teaching the next generation that appearance matters more
than effort and discipline. This mindset needs to change
before the damage becomes irreversible.

Muhammad Huzaifa Jadoon, Islamabad

Al’s Influence on education

I would like to highlight the integration of artificial intelligence
in education. There are several reasons why education should
embrace Al including faster access to information, the ability
to learn individually, and assistance for students struggling to
understand complex concepts, among others.

However, excessive reliance on Al also carries significant
drawbacks. Many students depend on it for completing
assignments, which can adversely affect their critical thinking,
creativity, and writing skills. It also undermines the quality of
genuine learning.

Moreover, total dependency on technology may produce
passive learners who expect all answers without attempting
to discover concepts independently. Overuse can hinder
problem-solving abilities—a key driver of curiosity, which is
essential for academic development. Students must be able to
think critically, analyse information, and present their ideas
autonomously.

Therefore, a balanced approach is essential. Al should be
implemented as a supplement to learning, not as a replacement
for human intelligence. Teachers, parents, and educational
institutions must guide students on how to use Al effectively,
enhancing learning without compromising intellectual growth.

Saira Nazir, Lahore

Cease the spread of harmful digital
content

Instagram, Facebook, TikTok, Snapchat and many other
social media platforms are often the first source for spreading
negativity. Content creators are changing their niche to
making memes and roasting others. However, every child on
these platforms is watching these reels. Their minds are being
filled with garbage instead of educational and knowledgeable
things.

Additionally, watching reels, especially memes, creates an
empty mind and harms both our physical and mental health.
If our children are already addicted to reels, we should check
their feeds and change them accordingly. In place of meme
creators, we should follow educational content creators. What
our children end up watching is up to us. Taking positive
actions is our responsibility for the physical and mental health
of our families. We need to focus on positivity for healthier
futures.

Mahrang Naseer, Karachi

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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espite many countries that signed up

to join President Trump’s “Board of

Peace” to stabilise Gaza, some were

temporarily banned from immigrant vi-
sas by the State Department. The United States has
implemented an indefinite pause on immigrant visa
(Green Card) processing for 75 countries, including
Pakistan, due to concerns about “public charge” reg-
ulations, which focus on immigrants relying on US
public welfare.

The suspension is related to processing visa appli-
cations from people native to the relevant countries
who want to live permanently in the United States.
Technically, applications can still be made, and inter-
views and appointments scheduled, but they will not
progress to the point where visas are issued.

Current visas granted to nationals of the affected
countries will remain valid. The State Department,
or DOS, says the only exception to the suspension
comes for “dual nationals applying with a valid pass-
port of a country that is not listed.”

The duration of the suspension is unknown, and
there are fears it may be indefinite.

The use of a rapidly rising number of Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement, or ICE, agents has
also been key in driving the drop in immigration.
The DHS, under which ICE operates, says it deport-
ed 605,000 people in 2025, while another 1.9 million
people left on their own accord.

Even travellers from countries not on any of the
various restricted lists may face checks on their social
media activity, should a US government proposal
made in December come to pass. The checks may
soon apply to citizens of 42 countries who have tra-
ditionally been able to apply for visa-free travel to the
US. These include Australia, France, Germany, Ja-
pan and the UK. While not directly related to immi-
gration, it is further evidence of the extent to which
the US is becoming hostile to foreigners.

In response to the move, Pakistan has requested
further details from Washington after the United
States.

Reacting to the US decision on immigrant visas,
Foreign Office spokesperson Tahir Andrabi stated
that Pakistan had taken note of the “brief statements
by the US State Department on their social media
handle regarding the internal review of processing
immigrant visas only.” He emphasised that Islam-
abad was in communication with US authorities to
gather more information, describing the situation as
a developing news story that they were monitoring
closely.

The spokesperson clarified that Pakistan viewed
the move as part of an internal review of US immi-
gration policies and systems, expressing hope that
the routine processing of immigrant visas would re-
sume promptly.

When asked about the exclusion of India from
the list, Andrabi refrained from speculating and reit-
erated that Pakistan was awaiting formal clarification
from Washington. He dismissed suggestions that the
development indicated a slowdown or strain in bi-
lateral ties, pointing out the time difference between
the two countries and affirming that overall coordi-
nation with the United States remained effective. In
addition to the visa issue, Pakistan is also evaluating
the implications of President Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement of a 25% tariff on countries and entities
conducting business with Iran.

The visa suspension will affect applicants from
various regions, including Latin America, the Carib-
bean, the Balkans, South Asia, Africa, and the Mid-
dle East. The Department of State explained that
the freeze would continue until the US could ensure
that new immigrants would not burden the Ameri-
can people financially. The State Department stated,
“The Trump administration is putting an end to the
exploitation of America’s immigration system by in-
dividuals seeking to extract wealth from the Ameri-
can people.”

The list of countries affected by the US visa pro-
cessing suspension includes Afghanistan, Albania,
Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus,
Belize, Bhutan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Co-
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Pakistan active for
earliest withdrawal
of US visa

restrictions

The United States hasimplemented an indefinite pause on
immigrant visa (Green Card) processing for 75 countries,
including Pakistan, due to concerns about “public charge”
regulations, which focus on immigrants relying on US

public welfare

lombia, Céte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Dominica, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Fiji, The Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Grenada, Gua-
temala, Guinea, Haiti, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kosovo, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Laos,
Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, North Macedonia, Mol-
dova, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Republic of the Con-
go, Russia, Rwanda, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia,
St Vincent and the Grenadines, Senegal, Sierra Le-

The spokesperson clarified that
Pakistan viewed the move as part
of an internal review of US
immigration policies and systems,
expressing hope that the routine
processing of immigrant visas
would resume soon

one, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Syria, Tanzania,
Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Uruguay, Uzbeki-
stan, and Yemen.

The State Department clarified that the pause
specifically applies to immigrant visa applicants, not
tourist visas.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio instructed con-
sular officers to halt immigrant visa applications
from these nations earlier this year due to concerns
that migrants from these countries could become
“public charges” in the US. President Trump’s ad-

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ministration has emphasised the importance of im-
migrants being financially self-sufficient and not bur-
dening American taxpayers. The State Department
is conducting a comprehensive review of policies,
regulations, and guidance to ensure that immigrants
from these high-risk countries do not rely on welfare
in the US or become a public charge.

The suspension of immigrant visa processing has
raised concerns among Pakistani immigration agents
and the public. The decision is part of the Trump
administration’s intensified immigration crackdown
impacting applicants from 75 countries across var-
ious regions. Pakistani individuals have expressed
worry about the economic impact and urged Presi-
dent Trump to reconsider the decision, highlighting
Pakistan’s longstanding friendship with the United
States.

The cable sent to US missions cited concerns that
nationals from these countries had sought public
benefits in the US. The move does not affect US vis-
itor visas, which have garnered attention as the US
prepares to host major international events like the
2026 World Cup and 2028 Olympics.

This decision follows a directive to US diplomats
in November to ensure that visa applicants are finan-
cially self-sufficient and do not risk becoming depen-
dent on government subsidies during their stay in the
US. President Trump’s administration has prioritised
immigration enforcement since taking office, de-
ploying federal agents to major US cities and spark-
ing contentious encounters with migrants and US
citizens.

FEBRUARY, 2026
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Pakistan heavily

relying on

remittances to keep
balance of payment
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not only finance the deficit in

import payments but also in foreign debt repayments. As
such, the government must focus on structural reformes,
which can revive Pakistan’s economic growth while
prioritising incentives for overseas Pakistani workers to
encourage them to send maximum money to the country

he economists believe that the flow of

foreign remittances is crucial for the sus-

tained national economy as well as to

support the country’s account balance
amidst low volumes of foreign direct investment
(FDI) and nominal growth of exports. The over-
seas Pakistanis need to be motivated to maintain
an upward momentum in sending remittances to
their homeland. The remittances can help not only
finance the deficit in import payments but also in
foreign debt repayments. As such, the government
must focus on structural reforms, which can revive
Pakistan’s economic growth while prioritising in-
centives for overseas Pakistani workers to encour-
age them to send maximum money to the country.
Remittances from the overseas Pakistanis reached
a record high of $3.6 billion, marking a significant
17% increase in previous month, driven by higher
manpower exports and favourable exchange rates.
Total inflows for the first half of fiscal year 2025-26
hit $19.7 billion.

The country’s commercial sector wants the
government to announce an attractive package for
overseas Pakistanis as a matter of enhancing the
volume of foreign reserves to support the country’s
account balance. The business community has
been much concerned about the low remittances
and wants the government to take such measures
that motivate overseas Pakistanis to use the official
channels to send money to Pakistan.

If the government supports overseas Pakistanis
and provides them incentives, they can play a vital

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

role in boosting Pakistan's economy through their
remittances and investments, which is a core for
high economic growth. If the falling trend in remit-
tances persists, it could pose serious problems for
the economic managers as the government heavily
relies on remittances, which are much higher than
the country’s total export proceeds.

Inflows of remittances to Pakistan are being in-
creasingly viewed as a relatively attractive source
of external finance that can help foster develop-
ment and manage economic shocks. Remittances,
as a major source of revenue, have surpassed the
volume of FDI and official development assistance
that the country receives.

The foreign companies reaching
Pakistan include Google, BYD,
Aramco, Wafi, Abu Dhabi Ports,
Samsung, Turkish Petroleum,
Nova Minerals and others

The business entity focuses primarily on the
stability, cyclicality and stabilisation impacts of
migrant remittances to Pakistan. It is evident that
foreign inflows exhibit different types of volatility;
remittances are found to be a less volatile source
of external finance than FDI (Foreign Direct In-
vestment) and ODA (Official Development Assis-
tance), which are counter-cyclical and stabilising,
thus serving to steady the recipient economy in
times of economic downturns. ODA appears to be

ECONOMY |

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Waleed Akhtar .
acyclical and stabilising, whereas FDI emerges as
pro-cyclical and destabilising.

A latest survey conducted by the Overseas In-
vestors Chamber of Commerce and Industry has
revealed that the investors’ confidence in Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) in Pakistan has surged to
73 percent as compared to 61 percent.

Adviser to the Finance Minister on Economy,
Khurram Schehzad, said it is a clear manifestation
of the restoration of confidence of foreign inves-
tors in the government policies and initiatives tak-
en under the Special Investment Facilitation Coun-
cil (SIFC).

He said economic stability and a favourable in-
vestment environment have made Pakistan an at-
tractive and first choice for investment. Giving a
breakup of the foreign investment in the country,
Khurram Schehzad said Nestle has announced ad-
ditional investment of 60 million dollars in Paki-
stan, aimed at creating a regional export hub. He
said Nestlé will strengthen local manufacturing
and expand production capacity through exports
from Pakistan to 26 countries.

Similarly, Azerbaijan’s state-owned energy
company, SOCAR, will finalise its investment in
Pakistan’s oil and gas sector in February. Khurram
Schehzad said 20 foreign investors arrived in Pa-
kistan in the last 15 to 18 months, which reflects
a significant improvement in industrial activities.

The foreign companies reaching Pakistan in-
clude Google, BYD, Aramco, Wafi, Abu Dhabi
Ports, Samsung, Turkish Petroleum, Nova Miner-
als and others.

Moreover, large-scale manufacturing has also
registered a record six percent increase during the
five months of the current fiscal year.

In the first half of the current fiscal year, ve-
hicle sales registered a record 32 percent increase,
cement sales showed 10 percent increase, fertiliser
sales a 24 percent and mobile phone sales recorded
a 20 percent increase, which is a clear manifesta-
tion of the restoration of consumer and industry
confidence.

The Advisor said remittances in the first half
of the ongoing fiscal year reached a record 19.7
billion dollars, showing an increase of 11 percent,
while technology exports reached a record 437 mil-
lion dollars.

Khurram Schehzad said about 80 percent of
imports consist of raw materials, intermediate
components and capital goods, indicating that
manufacturing activities are also stabilising.

On the contrary, media reports revealed that
foreign direct investment (FDI) plunged by 43 per
cent during the first half of the current fiscal year,
denting the government’s hopes of attracting over-
seas capital amid growing regional uncertainty.
Data for July-December FY26 shows total FDI at
$808 million, down from $1.425 billion in the cor-
responding period last year.

Analysts attribute the sharp fall to heightened
geopolitical risks, including border tension, the
brief conflict with India, and the broader Iran-Isra-
el and US-Iran stand-off, which have made inves-
tors more cautious.

The fragile sentiment was particularly evident
in December, when net FDI turned negative. While
inflows amounted to $322.5 million during the
month, outflows stood at $457.3 million, resulting
in a net outflow of $135 million. Market observers
warned that any escalation involving Iran could
disrupt Pakistan’s trade flows and further under-
mine investor confidence.

China remained the largest contributor, invest-
ing $423 million during the six months, followed by
Hong Kong with $164 million. Together, the two
accounted for 73 percent, or $587 million, of total
FDI. Other notable inflows came from the United
Arab Emirates ($112m) and Switzerland ($107m).

The subdued investment climate has also been
reflected in the government’s inability to attract
foreign buyers for Pakistan International Airlines.
Officials have recently expressed optimism about
potential exports of locally produced fighter jets to
ease external liabilities, though no firm agreements
have yet been finalised.

FEBRUARY, 2026
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trillion dollars. The country boasts some of the world’s
largest lignite coal reserves, substantial copper and gold
deposits, and abundant non-metallic minerals, such
as rock salt (including the famous pink salt), gypsum,
limestone, and high-quality marble and granite. [talso has
a diverse range of precious and semi-precious gemstones,
including emerald, ruby, peridot, and aquamarine

akistan and China launched the “Pak—Chi-

na e-mining Platform,” a digital initiative

aimed at enhancing information-sharing,

project connectivity, and cooperation be-
tween Pakistani authorities and Chinese enterpris-
es. The platform is expected to improve transparen-
cy, efficiency, and collaboration in the development
of Pakistan’s mineral sector. The e-mining platform
was launched during the Pak-China Mineral Coop-
eration Forum organised by the China Chamber of
Commerce in Pakistan.

The event brought together senior Pakistani
leadership, diplomatic representatives, Chinese
enterprises, and industry stakeholders to strength-
en bilateral cooperation and explore new avenues
for sustainable development and investment in the
minerals sector. The forum served as a high-level
platform for policy dialogue, investment facilita-
tion, technological collaboration, and business
matchmaking across the entire mineral value chain,
including exploration, mining, processing, logistics,
financing, and capacity building.

More than 70 Chinese companies, over 100
Pakistani companies, and around 800 participants
attended the forum, reflecting strong interest from
both sides in deepening cooperation in the mineral
sector.

The opening ceremony was attended by Feder-
al Minister for Planning, Development and Special
Initiatives Prof Ahsan Igbal; Chinese Ambassador
to Pakistan Jiang Zaidong; Federal Minister for
Energy (Petroleum Division) Ali Pervaiz Malik;
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and Federal Minister for the Board of Investment
Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh, along with senior federal
and provincial officials, executives of leading Chi-
nese enterprises, and representatives of relevant
institutions.

Challenges, such as agreements
with foreign firms to exploit valu-
able areas of the country, have
been major hurdles to progress
and exploration of these resourc-
es. Additionally, outdated
extraction techniques, a lack of
modern infrastructure, and
limited foreign investment have
historically impeded the sector’s
development

In his address, Prof. Ahsan Igbal, Federal Minis-
ter for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives,
highlighted the enduring strength of the Pak—-China
strategic partnership, particularly as both countries
celebrate 75 years of diplomatic relations. He noted
that cooperation under CPEC has delivered tangi-
ble outcomes across Pakistan’s economy, including
major advancements in power generation, infra-
structure development, and industrial connectivity.

Federal Minister for Board of Investment Qaiser
Ahmed Sheikh said that the Pakistan-China Miner-
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al Cooperation Forum was a significant initiative
to further strengthen economic and investment co-
operation between Pakistan and China. He stated
that Pakistan and China were bound by a strong
and time-tested bond of “iron friendship,” which
continued to deepen through mutual trust, close co-
operation, and shared development objectives. The
minister emphasised that the enduring partnership
between the two countries provided a solid founda-
tion for expanding collaboration in priority sectors,
particularly minerals and natural resources.

“I have personally witnessed the extraordinary
development of China, from which Pakistan can
learn a great deal,” the Minister remarked, adding
that enhanced cooperation in the mineral sector
and other strategic areas would open new avenues
for sustainable economic growth and long-term de-
velopment.

Delivering the keynote address, Chinese Am-
bassador to Pakistan Jiang Zaidong reaffirmed Chi-
na’s strong interest in investing in Pakistan’s mining
sector and supporting capacity-building and tech-
nological advancement. He emphasised the impor-
tance of sustainability and international construc-
tion standards in mining projects, noting that these
efforts had been acknowledged by Pakistan’s Min-
istry of Energy. He said responsible mining could
enhance resource utilisation and promote harmo-
nious relations with local communities, adding that
the Saindak project alone had trained over 5,200 lo-
cal employees. The ambassador reiterated China’s
commitment to increasing local participation and
providing systematic support to enterprises operat-
ing in Pakistan. He also highlighted China’s focus
on “small and beautiful projects” in areas such as
infrastructure, education, and healthcare as part of
broader development cooperation.

Speaking on the occasion, Chairman of the Chi-
na Chamber of Commerce in Pakistan Wang Hui-
hua said the forum reflected the evolving phase of
Pakistan-China economic cooperation, with min-
ing and minerals emerging as a new pillar of en-
gagement. He said the chamber remained commit-
ted to facilitating structured dialogue, promoting
responsible investment, and strengthening linkages
between Chinese and Pakistani enterprises.

Chairman of Metallurgical Corporation of Chi-
na (MCC) Wang Jicheng shared insights from Chi-
nese mining operations in Pakistan, highlighting
the importance of technology transfer, workforce
training, and adherence to best practices. He reaf-
firmed MCC’s long-term commitment to Pakistan’s
mineral sector.

The forum also witnessed the signing of sever-
al memoranda of understanding (MoUs) reflecting
growing confidence in bilateral cooperation in the
industrial and mineral sectors. An MoU titled “A
Framework for Cooperation to Explore Opportu-
nities in Digital Cross-Border Industrial Trade”
was signed between Wah Nobel (Pvt) Limited and
MCCT International, as well as between JW Cor-
poration and MCCT International. Another MoU
was signed among the Pakistan Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation, Power China International,
and Pak-China Investment Company Limited to
cooperate in Pakistan's mineral sector, focusing on
investment facilitation, technical cooperation, and
joint development initiatives.

The second session of the forum focused on
policy frameworks and sectoral briefings, featuring
presentations by federal and provincial representa-
tives on mining policies, regulatory incentives, and
mineral resource potential. Technical presentations
by Chinese institutions and enterprises highlighted
geological cooperation and key mining projects.

The forum concluded with business matchmak-
ing sessions and a stall exhibition, enabling direct
engagement between Pakistani and Chinese com-
panies.

The Pak—China Mineral Cooperation Forum re-
affirmed the longstanding friendship and strategic
partnership between Pakistan and China, under-
scoring the shared commitment to strengthening
cooperation in the mineral sector through policy
alignment, investment facilitation, technological
innovation, and sustainable development.
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he Pakistan Telecommunication Au-

thority (PTA) has reached out to mobile

phone manufacturers for consultations

ahead of the 5G rollout to ensure read-
iness of the handsets for the next-generation ser-
vices.

Local mobile phone manufacturing in Pa-
kistan is already well-positioned to cater to the
demand for 4G handsets, even with the introduc-
tion of 5G technology. The industry has evolved
to meet around 94-95% of the total demand, and
manufacturersare confident that they can also
fulfil the need for 5G-compatible devices. They
are upgrading their assembly lines to accommo-
date 5G devices while continuing to produce 4G
phones to cater to a wider market.

Industry representatives propose that the
success of 5G as a mass-market technology or
its limited accessibility will depend on a phased
approach that integrates spectrum policy, device
availability, and deployment objectives.

Manufacturers are not immediately halting
4G production but are transitioning to produce
5G-ready devices while still manufacturing 4G
phones for users looking for more affordable op-
tions. Approximately 80% of mobile phones in
the country are already compatible with 5G, cut-
ting down the number of users to switch to 5G de-
vices right away. It is anticipated that 4G demand
will remain high, as 5G adoption is expected to
focus on major cities among higher-income con-
sumers, leaving a substantial market segment reli-
ant on 4G. Although 4G technology is gradually
being phased out globally, local manufacturers in
Pakistan are shifting their focus to 5G, with some
already producing millions of smartphones annu-
ally.

While the cost of producing 5G devices is not
significantly higher than that of 4G devices, retail
prices are expected to increase due to the demand
for 5G technology. Local manufacturers are in-
vesting approximately PKR 250 million in testing
equipment to support the production of new 5G
devices.

The government is set to conduct the 5G spec-
trum auction by the end of February 2026, paving
the way for enhanced connectivity, digital services
expansion, and the adoption of emerging technol-
ogies like the Internet of Things (IoT), artificial
intelligence, and smart applications. Currently,
Pakistan is home to 36 mobile phone manufac-
turers, encompassing both local and internation-
al brands. The PTA is seeking input on device
availability, production capacity, affordability,
and timelines to facilitate a seamless 5G launch.
Engaging with manufacturers at the earliest pos-
sible is crucial to preventing device shortages and
encouraging widespread consumer adoption.
Collaborative planning among regulators, tele-
com operators, and handset makers is expected to
make 5G services accessible to a larger segment of
the population. Nearly 80% of mobile phones in
Pakistan are already 5G-ready, indicating a high
level of readiness in the local handset ecosystem.

The local mobile phone manufacturing and as-
sembly sector experienced a contraction in 2025,
producing 30.21 million units, a 4% decrease from
2024’s 31.38 millionunits. Despite the decline,
locally assembled phones accounted for 93% of
domestic  consumption,

Free download: flare.pk

TELEPEDIA |

Sajid Zia

[.ocal manufacturers
gearing up to meet oG
handset needs

Local mobile phone manufacturing in Pakistan is already
well-positioned to cater to the demand for 4G handsets,
even with the introduction of 5G technology. The industry
has evolved to meet around 94-95% of the total demand,
and manufacturers are confident that they can also fulfil the
need for 5G-compatible devices. They are busy upgrading
their assembly lines to accommodate 5G devices while also
producing 4G phones to cater to a wider market

through the Internet of Things (IoT). The govern-
ment’s plan to introduce 5G technology by sum-
mer aligns with these efforts. Mobile technology
contributes significantly to economic growth by
directly impacting GDP and driving productivity
gains across different sectors. The mobile ecosys-
tem is creating massive jobs in various industries,
highlighting its contribution to the country’s de-
velopment.

Pakistan’s telecommunication market is rapid-
ly growing, with a rising demand for mobile hand-
sets. To sustain this growth, the government has
formulated a comprehensive mobile policy to pro-

mote local assembly and

maintaining their -dom- The Pakistan Telecommunication manufacturing of mobile

inance. December 2025

saw a slight recovery in Authority (PTA) has reached out devices.

output with 2.61 million to mobile phone manufacturers
for consultations ahead of the
5G rollout to ensure readiness of 2026-33, Pakistan is pre-

units, a 5% increase from
November but 12% lower
than December 2024.

Mobile technology has handsets for the next-generation
services

a central role in the ongo-
ing digital transformation

As part of the new Mo-
bile and Electronic Devic-
es Manufacturing Policy

paring to ban the import
of used mobile phones to
boost local manufactur-

in Pakistan. With mobile
broadband networks covering 80% of the popu-
lation and 97% of internet connections relying
on mobile connectivity, the country is embracing
digital platforms to enhance engagement and ser-
vice delivery to citizens. The application of mo-
bile technology extends to various sectors such
as agriculture, clean energy, and water solutions
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ing, create employment
opportunities, and position the country as a re-
gional hub for mobile deviceexports.

The decision to ban imported devices comes
in response to a significant increase in phone im-
ports, which exceeded $800 million during July—
November of FY2025-26. The government aims
to shift towards large-scale local production and

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |

export-oriented growth through this policy. The
policy aims to emulate the industrial success sto-
ries of countries like India, Vietnam, and Bangla-
desh by replacing imports with domestic assem-
bly, localisation, and exports.

The policy emphasises the economic benefits
of local assembly over complete imports and aims
to create employment opportunities, strengthen
Pakistan’s industrial base, and reduce reliance
on imports.It introduces stringent measures to
ensure compliance, including minimum compo-
nent requirements for SKD kits, institutionalised
valuation rulings, and measures to curb under-in-
voicing. Export targets will be linked to Tax In-
crement Financing (TIF) implementation, with a
minimum tariff gap enforced between CBU and
SKD imports. The policy also addresses elec-
tronic waste management and outlines penalties
for violations, emphasising zero tolerance for
non-compliance. Mobile manufacturers high-
lighted the importance of quality certification for
exports and urged the government to establish
state-backed testing and certification labs to meet
global standards.

The growth in the mobile sector is expected to
have a positive impact on other electronic indus-
tries, fostering broader industrial development.
The policy aims to create an export-oriented,
globally competitive industrial framework aligned
with international standards, with strict compli-
ance mechanisms in place to ensure its success.
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o enhance relations between the two

countries at both government and corpo-

rate levels, a recent agreement has been

reached between JazzWorld and QazCode
LLP for a cross-border partnership. This partnership
aims to increase Al and software exports and im-
prove digital trade between Pakistan and

The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
positions JazzWorld, Teknosys, Beeline Kazakh-
stan, and QazCode LLP as key players in a new re-
gional collaboration model focused on joint innova-
tion, product development, and market expansion.
This partnership aims to facilitate the scaling of Pa-
kistani technology solutions into Central Asia and
other global markets, solidifying Pakistan’s position
as a competitive digital exporter.

The collaboration will involve the joint devel-
opment and commercialisation of Al-driven prod-
ucts, sharing of advanced engineering practices, and
the establishment of innovation pipelines across
telecom, enterprise, and public-sector applications.
The focus will be on creating export-ready digital
platforms that leverage local innovation with ac-
cess to regional markets. Talent development is a
key aspect of the partnership, with joint training
programs, research initiatives, staff exchanges, and
pilot projects planned to enhance expertise in Al en-
gineering, data science, and product management.
The collaboration will also explore advanced initia-
tives in cloud infrastructure, high-performance com-
puting, cybersecurity, and responsible Al, supported
by joint R&D labs and testbeds. A Joint Steering
Committee will oversee the partnership, setting stra-
tegic priorities, monitoring progress, and identify-
ing growth opportunities. The partners will ensure
compliance with data protection, cybersecurity, and
regulatory frameworks in both countries for all col-
laborative projects under the MoU. The initial term
of the agreement is three years, with the potential
for expansion through project-specific agreements.

In a statement about the collaboration, Aamir
Ibrahim, CEQO of JazzWorld, expressed that the
partnership signifies their goal to elevate Pakistan
in the global digital landscape. By leveraging Jazz-
World’s market presence and QazCode’s expertise
in engineering and Al, they aim to create platforms
that can be exported and bring tangible economic
benefits. The primary objective is to translate inno-
vation into sustainable growth, job creation, and en-
hanced digital competitiveness for Pakistan.

Oleksii Sharavar, CEO of QazCode LLP, echoed
this sentiment by emphasising the shared vision of
both companies in leveraging artificial intelligence
for tangible business and societal outcomes. The
partnership aims to leverage QazCode’s engineering
capabilities in conjunction with JazzWorld’s region-
al reach to swiftly transition from development to
deployment in various markets.

Industry experts see this collaboration as a sig-
nificant step in JazzWorld’s transformation from
a digital service provider to a regional technology
and innovation frontrunner. The partnership under-
scores the maturation of Pakistan’s software and Al
ecosystem and underscores the importance of in-
ternational cooperation in responsibly and rapidly
expanding digital exports.

The agreement comes amidst the signing of over
37 MoUs in various fields between Pakistan and Ka-
zakhstan, culminating in the elevation of their bilat-
eral relations to a Strategic Partnership. The Joint
Declaration signed during President Tokayev’s visit
to Pakistan underscores the commitment to deepen
cooperation across political, security, trade, educa-
tion, culture, and environmental domains, aiming
to boost bilateral trade and regional connectivity.
Both countries aim to enhance trade, investment,
and connectivity, targeting a bilateral trade volume
of $1 billion within the next year. They also plan to
promote a multi-country transport corridor linking
Central and South Asia to facilitate regional trade
flows. The establishment of a working committee
to devise a roadmap for expanding bilateral trade
and economic cooperation over the next five years
reflects the commitment to further strengthen the
partnership.
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Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of JazzWorld, stated that the
partnership demonstrates their commitment toadvancing
Pakistan in the worldwide digital arena. Through
combining JazzWorld’s market influence with QazCode’s
engineering and Al proficiency, they intend to develop
exportable platforms that will generate real economic
advantages. The main goal is to convert innovation into
lasting growth, job opportunities, and improved digital

competitiveness for Pakistan

The visit also saw the exchange of 37 MoUs
across various sectors, highlighting the potential
for enhanced collaboration between Pakistan and
Kazakhstan. The unveiling of plaques for Mutual
Sports and Education Centres and discussions on
expanding trade routes and connectivity underscore
the shared commitment to deepening ties and foster-
ing economic integration in the region.

Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal

'The collaboration will involve the
joint development and
commercialisation of Al-driven
products, sharing of advanced en-
gineering practices, and the estab-
lishment of innovation pipelines
across telecom, enterprise, and
public-sector applications

Khan recently met with Arman Shaqqaliev, Minis-
ter of Trade and Integration of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan, to discuss the current status of bilateral
trade and identify opportunities for expanding eco-
nomic cooperation, connectivity, and investment.
The Kazakh Minister highlighted the strategic
importance of developing major infrastructure proj-
ects, particularly railway and road corridors, noting
that such initiatives could generate trade and invest-
ment flows worth approximately $ 5 billion while
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creating employment opportunities and supporting
regional supply chains. He emphasised Kazakh-
stan’s vision of becoming a regional hub connecting
Central Asia with South Asia, China, Europe, and
the Global South, including Pakistan’s ports.

Federal Minister Jam Kamal Khan underscored
Pakistan’s strong interest in enhancing direct con-
nectivity with Central Asia through Turkmenistan
and Afghanistan, while acknowledging regional
and geopolitical challenges. He stressed that im-
proved transit routes would not only benefit Pa-
kistan and Kazakhstan but also open broader op-
portunities for regional and global trade, including
access to African and ASEAN markets through
Pakistan’s ports.

The meeting also reviewed the need for struc-
tured business-to-business (B2B) engagement. Both
sides agreed that trade promotion bodies should
play a facilitative role by connecting businesses,
sharing market intelligence, and supporting match-
making, without creating regulatory bottlenecks.

In this context, it was agreed to work towards
finalising a framework document outlining priority
sectors, trade targets, and a roadmap of activities,
including trade missions, exhibitions, and exchange
of delegations. Both ministers reaffirmed their
shared commitment to transforming Pakistan—Ka-
zakhstan economic relations from potential to per-
formance, with a strong focus on connectivity, in-
vestment-led growth, and regional integration.
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crucial for growth and collaboration. The companyis committed to pushing the boundaries
of innovation and driving technology forward, delivering cutting-edge solutions to

consumers across Pakistan

akistan’s largest technology festival, ITCN

Asia 2026, came to a close at the Expo

Centre Lahore with an expected econom-

ic impact of over $750 million, solidifying
Pakistan’s status as a global technology and innova-
tion hub. The 27th edition united the country’s dig-
ital community, showcasing advanced technologies
and fostering cross-border collaboration to open up
new avenues for trade, partnerships, and long-term
investments. Several companies announced joint
ventures and significant business deals, underscor-
ing strong investor confidence.

Airlink Communication, like many other com-
panies, actively participated in industry events,
showcasing a range of smartphones and smart TVs
proudly manufactured in Pakistan. By engaging
with key players in the technology sector, Airlink
not only promoted its products but also built valu-
able professional relationships crucial for growth
and collaboration. The company is committed to
pushing the boundaries of innovation and driving

T'RUSTED BY 55

technology forward, delivering cutting-edge solu-
tions to consumers across Pakistan. This commit-
ment to progress ensures that Airlink remains a
leader in the telecommunications industry, contin-
uously adapting to meet market demands.

ITCN Asia 2026, organised by Ecommerce
Gateway Pakistan with Tech Destination Paki-
stan as the presenting partner, was held under the
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patronage of SIFC with strategic support from
STZA. The three-day event featured over 800 ex-
hibition stalls and drew more than 75,000 visitors,
including foreign delegates and business leaders,
showcasing strong international confidence in Pa-
kistan’s technology sector.

A key highlight of ITCN Asia 2026 was the
Global CISO Summit,reaffirming the platform’s
role as a cornerstone of Pakistan’s cybersecurity

. v T & — SR e

landscape. With participants from over 50 coun-
tries, the summit, led by Dr. Erdal Ozkaya, Pres-
ident of the Global CISO Forum, and Global
Advisor Syed Abdul Qadir, brought together over
500 senior cybersecurity and technology leaders,
fostering global best practices and local expertise
to enhance Pakistan’s digital resilience.

Over 3,500 global and regional brands joined
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Pakistani technology companies and startups at
ITCN Asia 2026, solidifying the event as Pakistan’s
premier technology marketplace. The exhibition

Pakistan’s largest technology
festival, [TCN Asia 2026, came to
a close at the Expo Centre Lahore

with an expected economic
impact of over $750 million, solid-
ifying Pakistan’s status as a global
technology and innovation hub

showcased solutions across various sectors, includ-
ing cloud, cybersecurity, AI, fintech, enterprise
solutions, health tech, edtech, and e-commerce,
highlighting the breadth and diversity of Pakistan’s
evolving digital economy.

ITCN Asia 2026 served as a strategic plat-
form for investors, entrepreneurs, policymakers,
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and innovators, positioning Pakistan as a com-
petitive destination for technology investments,
outsourcing, and innovation-driven partnerships.
The exhibition facilitated valuable networking op-
portunities through conferences, workshops, and
structured B2B engagements, fostering discussions
on innovation, scalability, cybersecurity, and digi-
tal resilience.
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unwavering commitment of our esteemed partners. They have achieved the fourth-
quarter targets of 2025 with excellence, and we organised this experience in Phuket
and Bangkok to recognise the efforts that have established the nubia brand in
Pakistan. Together, we are a force to be reckoned with

ubia by ZTE has organised an exciting tour

to Thailand for their partners to celebrate

I I the achievement of significant targets. An

fficial stated that at nubia, we don’t just set

benchmarks; we exceed them. After a successful end

to the year, nubia Pakistan rewarded its top dealer
network with a thrilling retreat in Thailand.

From the bustling energy of Bangkok to the pris-
tine shores of Phuket, this trip was more than just
a vacation—it was a tribute to the hard work, loy-
alty, and excellence of the partners who have made
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nubia a well-known brand in Pakistan. Together, we
celebrated the outstanding performance in the fourth
quarter of 2025 that has reshaped the mobile indus-
try. The leadership team accompanying our top deal-
ers included the key figures behind the brand: Mr.
Noah, General Manager of nubia Pakistan, Sha-
hab Mehmood, National Sales Manager, and Mr.
Usman Igbal, Director Distributor. Representatives
from Siccotel, including Mr. Usman Sultan, CEO,
Mr. Saleem, Sales Director and Mr. Hamood, were
also part of the delegation.
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Senior management from ZTE HQ in China at-
tended the event, highlighting the global importance
of our Pakistani partners.

Mr. Noah, General Manager of nubia Pakistan,
said that this tour is a tribute to the unwavering
commitment of our esteemed partners. They have
achieved the fourth-quarter targets of 2025 with ex-
cellence, and we organised this experience in Phuket
and Bangkok to recognise the efforts that have estab-
lished the nubia brand in Pakistan. Together, we are
a force to be reckoned with.
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VGO TEIL’s vision is to offer cost-

effective, reliable, and innovative
mobile solutions in Pakistan

The Flare Panel had the opportunity to interview Founder & CEO of VGO TEL, Naveed
Gaba, who stated that their primary goal from the beginning was to position VGO TEL as a
leading mobile brand in Pakistan. Their vision was to provide cost-effective, dependable,
and cutting-edge mobile solutions to the Pakistani nation. Initially focusing on feature
phones for the general public, they have since diversified into smartphones and gained
the confidence of a large customer base. Their expansion has been driven by a thorough
comprehension of local requirements, solid partnerships, and an unwavering dedication
to delivering high-quality products at affordable prices

Flare: How would you describe the journey of
VGO TEL from its inception to becoming a lead-
ing mobile brand in Pakistan?

Naveed Gaba: Our goal from the start was to es-
tablish VGO TEL as a top mobile brand in Pakistan.
We began with the vision of offering affordable, re-
liable, and innovative mobile solutions to all Paki-
stanis. Starting with feature phones for everyday us-
ers, we have expanded into smartphones and earned
the trust of millions. Our growth has been fueled
by a deep understanding of local needs, strong part-
nerships, and a steadfast commitment to quality and
affordability.

Flare: What has been the pivotal moment in
VGO TEL'’s growth trajectory so far?

Naveed Gaba: The crucial turning point came
when we transitioned from merely selling devices
to creating a comprehensive ecosystem around con-
nectivity, lifestyle, and digital experiences. Introduc-
ing our feature phone range with exceptional battery
life and durability helped us establish a loyal cus-
tomer base. Coupled with aggressive marketing and
nationwide distribution, this firmly positioned VGO
TEL as a household name.

Flare: What is the long-term vision for VGO
TEL for the period 2026-2028?

Naveed Gaba: Our vision is to promote VGO
TEL as the most trusted mobile brand not only in
Pakistan but also globally, encompassing both fea-
ture phones and smartphones. We aim to enhance
the customer experience and expand our local man-
ufacturing presence to create jobs and contribute to
Pakistan's GDP. By 2028, we aspire for VGO TEL
to be synonymous with innovation, quality, and val-
ue.

Flare: VGO TEL is renowned for its strong
presence in the feature phone segment. What key
strategies have contributed to this leadership po-
sition?

Naveed Gaba: Our leadership is built on a deep
understanding of our consumers. We prioritise du-
rability, long battery life, and user-friendly features
tailored to local requirements. Competitive pricing,
widespread availability, and robust after-sales sup-
port have enabled us to capture and retain a signifi-
cant market share in the feature phone segment.

Flare: Why do feature phones continue to en-
joy high demand in Pakistan, in your opinion?

Naveed Gaba: Feature phones remain popular
due to their affordability, simplicity, and extend-
ed battery life. They are particularly essential for
users in rural areas, small towns, and low-income
households. Despite the rise of smartphones, fea-
ture phones continue to serve as reliable tools for
communication, basic entertainment, and mobile
banking.

Flare: What sets VGO TEL feature phones
apart from competitors in terms of quality, pric-
ing, and user experience?

Naveed Gaba: Our devices are designed with du-
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rability and practicality in mind, ensuring long-last-
ing performance even in challenging conditions. We
strike a balance between quality and affordability.
Features such as long-lasting batteries, clear dis-
plays, and intuitive interfaces enhance usability. Ad-
ditionally, our extensive after-sales service network
ensures customers feel supported long after their
purchase. As a local Pakistani brand, we manage
our operations independently, unlike many compet-
itors who rely heavily on third-party vendors.

Customers can look forward to
advancements in battery life, fast
charging, Al-powered cameras, 5G
connectivity, and seamless perfor-
mance. We are also exploring Al-
based digital assistants, integrated
mobile payment solutions, and
localised applications to enhance
user experience while keeping
devices affordable and practical

Flare: What are VGO TEL’s main objectives in
the smartphone segment moving forward?

Naveed Gaba: Our focus is on delivering
high-performance entry-level and mid-range smart-
phones with premium features at competitive prices.
Key priorities include camera advancements, pro-
cessing power, and battery optimisation. We also
plan to expand services such as warranty support,
trade-in programs, and digital integration to create a
complete ecosystem for our users.

Flare: Does VGO TEL have plans to further
expand local manufacturing or assembly in Paki-
stan?

Naveed Gaba: Absolutely. Local manufacturing
is a strategic priority for us. It reduces costs, enhanc-
es supply chain efficiency, creates jobs, and bolsters
the local economy. Over the next few years, we in-
tend to expand assembly capacity and gradually
localise component production in alignment with
Pakistan’s industrial growth initiatives.

Flare: What new technologies or product fea-
tures can customers anticipate from VGO TEL in
the near future?

Naveed Gaba: Customers can look forward to
advancements in battery life, fast charging, AI-pow-
ered cameras, 5G connectivity, and seamless perfor-
mance. We are also exploring Al-based digital as-
sistants, integrated mobile payment solutions, and
localised applications to enhance user experience
while keeping devices affordable and practical.

Flare: What drove VGO TEL to heavily invest
in cricket and Pakistan Super League (PSL) spon-
sorships?

Naveed Gaba: Cricket holds a special place in
the hearts of Pakistanis and is my favourite sport.

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPFPK

The PSL unites millions of fans nationwide. These
sponsorships enable us to emotionally connect with
our audience, raise brand awareness, and position
VGO TEL as a supporter of local passion and talent,
promoting national heroes and teams to their fullest
potential and aiding in the promotion of more crick-
et events in Pakistan. This aligns perfectly with our
goal of being a part of every Pakistani’s daily life.

Flare: How have these sponsorships contribut-
ed to brand awareness and business growth?

Naveed Gaba: PSL sponsorships have signifi-
cantly boosted our visibility, especially among
younger audiences and cricket enthusiasts. Associat-
ing with high-energy events reinforces our image as
a dynamic and innovative brand. This increased en-
gagement has translated into higher sales, stronger
retail partnerships, and broader recognition across
urban and rural markets.

Flare: Is VGO TEL considering ownership or
a strategic partnership with a PSL franchise in the
future?

Naveed Gaba: While we are exploring oppor-
tunities, our current focus remains on strategic
sponsorships that maximise reach and engagement.
However, we are open to partnerships that can en-
hance our brand presence and create long-term val-
ue for both VGO TEL and cricket fans.

Flare: Which cities or regions in Pakistan are
currently experiencing the fastest growth in VGO
TEL sales?

Naveed Gaba: Major urban centres like Kara-
chi, Hyderabad, and Islamabad continue to show
strong performance due to higher smartphone adop-
tion rates. Simultaneously, smaller cities and rural
areas are witnessing rapid growth. Our emphasis on
feature phones and affordable smartphones has en-
abled us to penetrate untapped markets, particularly
in Punjab and Sindh.

Flare: How does VGO TEL strengthen rela-
tionships with retailers and distributors nation-
wide?

Naveed Gaba: Retailers are integral to VGO
TEL'’s success. They are like family and a key fac-
tor in our growth. We invest significantly in retailer
training, incentives, and support programs. Regu-
lar communication, efficient logistics, and robust
after-sales support help build trust and loyalty. We
view our retailers and distributors as long-term part-
ners in our journey.

Flare: What role does VGO TEL aim to play
in empowering youth and low-income consumers
in Pakistan?

Naveed Gaba: Our mission is to provide afford-
able and reliable technology that enables commu-
nication, learning, and access to opportunities. By
offering high-quality devices at accessible prices,
we empower youth and low-income consumers to
connect, learn, and progress. Beyond products, we
support initiatives in education, sports, and digital
literacy to make a lasting social impact.
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British HC emphasises gender

equality at Women of the
World Festival

LA

Jane Marriott reiterated the UK’s ongoing dedication to gender equality, emphasising
that empowering women is a key aspect of the UK-Pakistan partnership. She highlighted
that WOW’s decade-long presence in Pakistan demonstrates the innovation, strength,
and leadership of women and girls, offering a platform for innovative ideas, constructive

discussions, and intergenerational cooperation

he WOW — Women of the World Festi-

val, organised by the British Council in

partnership with Shan Foods, UNFPA,

Jafferjees, Generation, Toni and Guy,
Spa Ceylon, ECDI Pakistan, and Olomopolo Me-
dia, concluded at the Beach Luxury Hotel in Kara-
chi. The two-day festival, which was free and open
to the public, attracted thousands of attendees. The
festival’s opening keynote featured the British High
Commissioner to Pakistan, Jane Marriott, along
with Senator Sherry Rehman, CBE, Founder Di-
rector at the WOW Foundation, Jude Kelly, and
senior journalist and writer Mahnaz Rahman, in a
session moderated by journalist Sidra Igbal. This
keynote set the stage for two days of discussions,
debates, and celebrations.

During the event, British High Commission-
er to Pakistan, Jane Marriott, reiterated the UK’s
ongoing dedication to gender equality, emphasis-
ing that empowering women is a key aspect of
the UK-Pakistan partnership. She highlighted that
WOW'’s decade-long presence in Pakistan show-
cases the innovation, strength, and leadership of
women and girls, offering a platform for innovative
ideas, constructive discussions, and intergenera-
tional cooperation.

The Power of Care

el (] Sleotima

Laila Jamil, Director Arts South Asia at the
British Council, said: “Over the years, I have seen
WOW grow not through spectacle, but through in-
tention. It has been shaped by careful listening, by
an insistence on artistic and intellectual freedom,
and by a deep respect for local voices. To every art-
ist, speaker, partner, volunteer and participant who
has shaped WOW over these ten years, thank you.
Your contributions remind us why the arts matter,
especially in moments of challenge and change.”

Helen Silvester, the Regional Director South
Asia at the British Council, said: “This was a par-
ticularly special edition of WOW, as we celebrated
its 10th anniversary in Pakistan. The British Coun-
cil has been at the heart of this journey in Pakistan.
By championing the arts, education, and cultural
exchange, the British Council has helped ensure
that WOW in Pakistan is not just an event, but a
movement, one that connects local talent with
global ideas, and turns creativity into confidence
and opportunity.”

The WOW festival programme in-
cluded unique panels, workshops,
film screenings, immersive per-

formances, vibrant marketplaces,
and musical performances

In 2026, the British Council will celebrate the
10th anniversary of reopening its libraries in Ka-
rachi and Lahore with a series of special activities
and events. The British Council’s libraries serve as
vibrant centres for learning, research, and cultural
engagement. Over the past decade, WOW in Paki-
stan has evolved into a platform for dialogue, cre-
ativity, and change, bringing together women and
girls from various backgrounds and amplifying
voices that deserve recognition.
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Inovi Telecom and Siccotel
delegation visit the Iranssion

factory in

| II|I

China

e

=

During the visit, the Pakistani partners were given a warm welcome at Transsion’s

headquarters and production facilities. They were given insights into the company’s
latest innovations, manufacturing processes, and global strategy

he delegation from Inovi Telecom and
Siccotel, along with their partners, visit-
ed the headquarters of Transsion, a well-
known global smartphone and smart de-
vice company in China. The visit was enlightening
and beneficial for the visitors, who were invited by
Transsion as esteemed partners, including distrib-
utors, on an exclusive trip to China. This was the

””“_‘?5" 1“'\ ) e ,."...ulf‘\'

inaugural visit by a delegation from Pakistan to the
Transsion company in China, strengthening rela-
tionships and exploring new opportunities.
Transsion recently hosted an exclusive delega-
tion from Pakistan, which included key partners
and distributors, in China. This visit marked a

Pakistani partner delegation had been invited by
Transsion.

The purpose of the visit was to strengthen busi-
ness relations between Pakistan and China and to
enhance strategic partnership within the technology
sector. During the visit, the Pakistani partners were
given a warm welcome at Transsion’s headquarters
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and production facilities. They were provided with
insights into the company’s latest innovations, man-
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ufacturing processes, and global strategy.
Discussions during the visit focused on market
trends, product development, supply chain collab-
oration, and future expansion plans. Both parties
emphasised the importance of long-term coopera-
tion, knowledge sharing, and mutual growth in the
competitive global market.
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Transsion officials highlighted Pakistan as a key
strategic market and expressed their commitment
to empowering local partners, expanding distribu-
tion networks, and driving digital transformation in
the region.

This was the inaugural visit
by a delegation from Pakistan
to the Transsion company in
China, strengthening relation-
ships and exploring new op-
portunities

The Pakistani delegates praised Transsion for
the initiative, viewing the visit as a significant step
towards fostering closer relationships, building
trust, and exploring new opportunities for invest-
ment and collaboration between the two countries.

The delegation visit exemplifies Transsion’s vi-
sion of establishing sustainable and mutually bene-
ficial partnerships based on innovation, transparen-
cy, and shared success.
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vivo X300 Pro: Capturing the
comeback of Basant 2026

After a 20-year silence, Basant, the festival that once defined the city’s cultural heartbeat, returned
as a carefully regulated pilot project. For three days, rooftops reconnected, kites reclaimed the
skyline, and a new generation discovered what their parents had only described in stories

eyond “Kite Zoom”: Capturing Emotion
in Motion
The skies over Lahore turned yellow
again. After a 20-year silence, Basant, the
festival that once defined the city’s cultural heart-
beat, returned as a carefully regulated pilot project.
For three days, rooftops reconnected, kites reclaimed
the skyline, and a new generation discovered what
their parents had only described in stories. And in
the middle of this historic revival was the vivo X300
Pro, not just as a smartphone, but as the storyteller of
a city rediscovering its sky.
‘When a festival becomes a frame
Basant has always been about spectacle. The
golden mustard fields inspired its name. Rooftops in
the Walled City became interconnected stages. The
echo of “Bo-Kata!” once cut across neighborhoods
like a victory anthem. Night flying, a uniquely La-
hori innovation transformed white kites into glow-
ing constellations under floodlights. But Basant 2026
was different. This wasn’t just another seasonal festi-
val. It was a cultural comeback. A healing moment.
A high-stakes pilot project backed by cotton-only
strings, thermal drones, QR-coded safety systems,
and over 100,000 security personnel. It deserved to
be documented with precision.
That's where the vivo X300 Pro came in.
From empty skies to electric nights

Daytime Basant is vibrant, but night Basant is
cinematic. As dusk fell over the Badshahi Mosque
skyline, rooftops lit up with fairy lights, BBQ smoke,
and anticipation. White kites floated against the
indigo sky, illuminated by searchlights. Projection
mapping bathed historic havelis in emerald hues.
Music carried from rooftop to rooftop.

CAPTURE
THE COLORS OF

Low light? Fast motion? Sudden bursts of cel-
ebration? Exactly the kind of chaos lesser cameras
fear. The vivo X300 Pro thrived in it.

Its advanced Night Portrait system preserved the
warmth of rooftop lights without washing out skin

tones. Aura Light technology added soft, studio-level
illumination in environments that would otherwise
flatten faces into shadows. Optical Image Stabili-
zation kept videos steady even as users leaned over
parapets to capture that perfect kite duel. The result?
Not just pictures but atmosphere. The traditional fes-
tival photography often chases distance — zooming

into kites slicing across the sky.In a festival defined
by color, motion, nostalgia, and rebirth, the device
proved one thing. When a city looks up at the sky
after 18 years, you'd better have a camera ready. And
this time, Lahore did.

vivo X300 Pro is now available in
Pakistan; the flagship that redefines
professional imaging

This new flagship delivers professional-grade imaging, exceptional performance, and refined
craftsmanship, powered by200MP ZEISSAPO Telephoto Cameraand the intelligent, seamless

All-new OriginOS 6

ivo announces that the highly anticipated
X300 Pro is now available for purchase both
‘ ) in-store and online. This new flagship deliv-
ers professional-grade imaging, exceptional
performance, and refined craftsmanship, powered
by200MP ZEISS APO Telephoto Camera and the
intelligent, seamless All-new OriginOS 6. This com-
bination ofcutting-edge hardware and intelligent
software establishes the X300 Pro as a defining pro-
ductin the premium mobile technology segment.
The X300 Pro’s imaging system is anchored by
the 200 MP ZEISS APO Telephoto Camera and the
ZEISS Gimbal-Grade Main Camera, engineered to
deliver stable, ultra-clear shots that closely mirror
human perception. The upgraded 50 MP ZEISS
‘Wide-Angle Front Camera further enhances detail
in selfies. vivo’s refined portrait capabilities include
ZEISS Natural Portrait for lifelike skin tones and
Portrait Snapshot across all focal lengths. The device
also introduces 20x Long-Range Motion Snapshot
and Telephoto Flower & Bird Shots supported by
ZEISS Mirotar-style bokeh for creative depth. For
video professionals, the powerful setup includes 4K
120 fps Dolby Vision Video and 4K 120 fps 10-Bit
Log Video. These features are complemented by
Stage Mode 2.0, which supports motion-freeze pho-
tography and Dual-View Stage Video for simultane-
ous front and rear camera operation.
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The X300 Pro runs on the All-new OriginOS 6,
which provides a smoother, smarter, and more intui-
tive user experience than previous generations. Pow-
ered by Ultra-core Computing, Memory Fusion, and
Dual Rendering engines, OriginOS 6 delivers fast,
fluid operations and seamless transitions throughout
daily use.The Al-driven Origin Island offers intelli-

Vivo X300 Pro

Co-engineered with ﬁ

ZEISS Image. Go Further.

Avatable Now | R3. 349,999 |

gent reminders, while vivo’s Office Kit supports es-
sential cross-device productivity. Furthermore, vivo
guarantees long-term reliability with a commitment
to 5-Year OS Upgrades and 7-Year Security Mainte-
nance, supported by vivo’s Private Space for isolated
file protection.

Equipped with Dimensity 9500, the device en-
sures fast response times, smooth video processing,
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and stable performance even under heavy work-
loads. The ZEISS Master Color Display and indus-
try-leading Eye Protection Hardware are integrated
to reduce eye strain while maintaining clarity across
diverse lighting conditions. The X300 Pro is built
for endurancewith its 6510 mAhBlueVolt Battery,
paired with 90W FlashChargeand upto4d0W Wire-
less FlashCharge support.

The X300 Pro combines sleek design with ergo-
nomic comfort. The Unibody 3D Glass seamlessly
integrates the camera module, while the rear Cor-
al Velvet Glass provides fingerprint-resistant and
skin-friendly texture. The refined flat screen, framed
by 1.1mm Ultra-Slim Symmetric Bezel, delivers an
immersive viewing experience, while the two premi-
um color options, Phantom Black and Dune Brown,
allow users to express their personal style with ele-
gance and sophistication.

Price & Availability

The latest vivo X300 Pro is now officially avail-
able for purchase in Pakistan at PKR 349,999. Cus-
tomers can buy the device from authorized vivo
retail outlets nationwide as well as through official
online platforms. Additionally, every vivo X300 Pro
purchase comes with an exclusive vivo X300 Pro
VIP Box, which includes the latest vivo Buds, a VIP
Card, a Tempered Glass Protective Film, and the
vivo PhotoLens Magazine.

| FEBRUARY, 2026

AVd1SOd

SLINWITLVHM dO O9 1d1

ariomzzyr @

.hd
I | ‘ | Ul i



AVdL1SOd

SLIWIT1IVHM 40 O9 1Ld1

aomzzyr

Il HL

Business News Magazine

uvel taxes have become a significant

source of government revenue in recent

years, particularly due to IMF-related fis-

cal targets. However, the increase in pe-
troleum levies has also raised transportation and
production costs, putting pressure on inflation and
household budgets.

The total tax burden on petrol has surpassed
Rs100 per litre, with the petroleum levy alone ex-
ceeding Rs84 per litre. This means a substantial
portion of the pump price comprises taxes rather
than fuel costs.

The government utilises the levy to generate
substantial non-tax revenue, and targeted col-
lection of over Rsl.47 trillion for FY2025-26 to
address fiscal deficits and meet IMF obligations.
However, many view this as a form of “daylight
robbery”, as it disproportionately affects daily
commuters and raises the cost of living.

To avoid revenue sharing with provinces
through the National Finance Commission award,
the government often maintains a zero General
Sales Tax (GST) on petroleum products and in-
stead maximises the Petroleum Levy, which is re-
tained entirely by the federal government.

During periods of declining international oil
prices, the government tends to raise the levy rath-
er than passing on the full relief to consumers, a
practice criticised by business chambers as hinder-
ing economic growth.

Given that petrol is essential for transporta-
tion, high levies directly contribute to inflation by
increasing the prices of goods and services.

Official documents reveal that petroleum levy
collection in the first half of a fiscal year has
reached an unprecedented level for the first time in
Pakistan’s history. From July to December 2025,
petroleum levy receipts totalled Rs 822.93 billion,
marking a significant increase compared to the Rs
549.41 billion collected in the same period of the
previous fiscal year.

Recently, the federal government raised the pe-
troleum levy by Rs 4.65 per litre, bringing it to Rs
84.27 per litre, while the levy on high-speed diesel
was increased by Rs 0.80 per litre to Rs 76.21 per
litre.

Additionally, the government collected Rs
25.48 billion under the carbon levy during the first
half of the current fiscal year, further contributing
to the record revenue.

Officials attribute the surge in levy collection to
both increased rates and higher domestic fuel con-
sumption, which has bolstered federal revenues
amid ongoing economic challenges.

Improved customs enforcement has significant-
Iy reduced fuel smuggling, aiding revenue growth.

Compared to the previous fiscal year, PDL
receipts increased by Rs. 284 billion during July—
November, with total collections reaching Rs. 706
billion in that period.

Enhanced legal fuel supply contributed Rs. 146
billion, while price adjustments added Rs. 138 bil-
lion. For low-income families, who often spend
half their income on food and transport, this move
is highly regressive. Instead of passing on the ben-
efits of global oil price declines, the government
has imposed a hidden tax disguised as a price ad-
justment to meet IMF targets while shielding the
privileged elite.

Businesses are also feeling the strain. Pakistan’s
large-scale manufacturing sector contracted by
3.59 per cent, and higher diesel costs will increase
production and logistics expenses. Agriculture, a
key driver of 3.07 per cent GDP growth,heavily re-
lies on diesel-powered machinery. Rising fuel costs
will squeeze farmers’ margins, jeopardising rural
livelihoods and food security. The logistics sector,
crucial for trade and supply chains, faces similar
challenges, with escalating costs eroding competi-
tiveness and raising prices.

The levy discourages consumption and invest-
ment in an already strained economy, where the
investment-to-GDP ratio is just 13.14 per cent.
While the government projects 3.6 per cent growth
for FY2025, achieving this target seems unlikely.
External challenges further complicate the situ-
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Govt burdens poor with
high petroleum levy to

earn Rs 823 billion

For low-income families, who often spend half their
income on food and transport, this move is highly
regressive. Instead of passing on the benefits of global oil
price declines, the government has imposed a hidden tax

disgu
shielding the privileged elite

ised as a price adjustment to meet IMF targets while

ation. Although the current account deficit has
narrowed, the improvement is mainly due to re-
cord remittances rather than robust exports. With
only modest export growth anticipated in FY2026,
higher fuel costs could weaken the competitive-
ness of key sectors like textiles, which contribute
60 per cent of export earnings.

This scenario underscores fundamental issues
of fairness and governance. While the government
heavily relies on the petroleum levy, it has failed to
rein in wasteful spending. Official luxuries remain
unchecked.

This lack of leadership by example places an
unjust burden on ordinary citizens. The poor bear
the brunt of rising costs while the elite remain
shielded. The government justifies the levy as a fis-
cal necessity but loses billions through untargeted

unlock future financing. However, this strategy
risks public backlash, especially when declining
global oil prices should have led to consumer re-
lief.

Relying excessively on regressive taxes in the
long term is unsustainable. While it may provide
short-term revenue, it hampers growth, reduces
demand, and fuels public discontent. Pakistan’s
interest-to-revenue ratio is among the highest
globally, signalling a looming debt crisis. Without
significant reforms, such as taxing the informal
economy and enhancing public sector efficiency,
the levy will only deepen inequality and economic
distortions.

The government should implement a fuel
pricing formula with caps on embedded taxes to
ensure that global price drops benefit the public.

subsidies and inefficient
state-owned  enterprises.

From July to December 2025,

Trimming non-essential
expenditures, starting with

Despite IMF recommen-petroleum leV‘Y rec\eipts total]ed RSa 20 per cent reduction

dations to broaden the tax
base by taxing sectors like

822.93 billion, marking a signifi-

in administrative costs,
would demonstrate fiscal

real estate, agriculture, and cant mc_rt.ease compar e.d to the Rs responsibility. Privatising
retail that under-contrib-049.41 billion collected in the Same€loss-making state-owned

ute, little progress has been

period of the previous fiscal year

enterprises could also

made, leaving the petro
leum levy as a blunt, one-size-fits-all solution.
The IMF’s influence is evident, with the levy
hike being part of its efforts to reduce Pakistan’s
fiscal deficit from 6.7 per cent of GDP in FY2025
to 3.7 per cent by FY2027. Conditions under the
EFF, such as eliminating exemptions and expand-
ing the tax net, aim to stabilise the economy and
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help, although success has
been elusive due to low investor confidence.

Ultimately, achieving economic recovery will
demand more than just IMF compliance. It will
necessitate structural reform, improved gover-
nance, and a fairer distribution of the tax burden
that does not disproportionately impact the poor
while shielding entrenched interests.

FEBRUARY, 2026



G - F "VE #SMARTCHOICE

SMART PHONE

13MP Main & 6.6" HD+ IPS ESB&R‘&M

8MP Selfie V-Notch Display 64GB RAM

-Snap, Smile & Share -See More, Do More -Keep Everything,
Worry Less

MediaTek 5000mAh Bold, Sleek

G85 Gaming Battery Stylish

-Quad Core Processor -Power that Lasts

P\

COMING
SOON

Stylish Design,
Powerful Performance,
RULE YOUR DAY,
YOUR WAY!

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Gl



Business News Magazine " = Free download: flare.pk COVER STORY | Zubair Kasuri .

B | —

.

o Speed up flbrlsatlon ™)
connectivity across Pakistan

The telecom industry has viewed the Right-of-Way (RoW) as a ‘;Igmﬁ(,dnt obstacle to
expanding telecommunication infrastructure. The industry has welcomed the government's
decision to waive Right-of-Way (RoW) charges for installing fibre optic cables and telecom
__‘_mﬁ;astructm‘e, nove that is expected to hasten digital transformation and enhance broadband
“This %ﬂs d Sig) ed to reduce prevmus bamers to network deployment, resulting in
b '_ ;:ountry The ellmmanon of nght of-Way

f facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial !twitter.comfﬂaremagazinepk

FLARE

5 warid Mobilink telenor -

»i. : ; | _:'Jf

Business News Magazine

flare.pk

Free download:

b

IEthm

A%
-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK FEBRUARY, 2026




COVER STORY

n a significant development of the telecom sec-

tor, the Ministry of IT and Telecommunication

has introduced crucial amendments to address

longstanding Right-of-Way (RoW) bottlenecks
that have hindered broadband and fibre optic expan-
sion across the country.

The elimination of Right-of-Way (RoW) charges
on federal land in 2025 has transformed the telecom
industry, enabling rapid, cost-effective fibre optic de-
ployment and paving the way for 5G. This policy,
aimed at reducing high infrastructure costs, speeds
up “fiberisation” and enhances digital connectivi-
ty nationwide, facilitating the transition to a digital
economy.

The elimina-
tion of fees, par-
ticularly along the
National  High-
way  Authority
(NHA) and Pa-
kistan Railways,
facilitates the fast-
er expansion of
b fibre-to-the-home
(FTTH) networks.

The remov-
al of high initial
costs removes a significant barrier to 5G deploy-
ment, crucial for upcoming, capital-intensive in-
frastructure upgrades such as small cells and high-
speed backhaul.

Telecom operators are saving on previous high-
cost charges for cable laying, which is expected to
reduce consumer costs. The policy promotes a more
favourable “ease of doing business” environment,
supporting increased investment in IT infrastructure
and digital services.

The government is prioritising nationwide fiber-
isation to support 5G, with a target of 10 million
fibre broadband connections by 2027.

These reforms, coupled with the recent PT-
CL-Telenor merger and the introduction of new dig-
ital products, signal a strong push towards enhanc-
ing network quality and expanding digital access in
Pakistan.

The completion of the acquisition of Telenor
Pakistan by PTCL on December 31, 2025, marks
a significant shift in Pakistan’s telecom landscape.
Through the merger with Ufone 4G, the combined
entity aims to strengthen infrastructure, improve

r‘ir-"W —sTroem

network quality, and expedite 5G deployment, sup-
ported by new digital products like an 800 Gbps
‘WDM system.

According to ministry sources, a new clause
has been added to the Pakistan Telecommunication
Re-organisation Act, mandating that No Objection
Certificates (INOCs) for Right-of-Way must be is-
sued within 21 days.

Under the proposed amendment, if the relevant
authority fails to issue the NOC within the specified
timeframe, the Right-of Way will be automatically
approved — a move aimed at eliminating bureau-
cratic delays that telecom operators have long crit-
icised.

The amendment further designates telecom in-
frastructure as “critical infrastructure,” prohibiting
any institution or individual from obstructing its in-
stallation. Violations could result in penalties of up
to Rs one million. The Ministry has presented the
proposed amendments to parliament, with approval
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anticipated in the upcoming parliamentary session.

Industry stakeholders believe that the legislative
change could eliminate one of the most significant
structural obstacles faced by telecom operators, who
have frequently experienced delays in obtaining
NOC:s from local authorities.

Industry stakeholders believe that
the legislative change could elimi-
nate one of the most
significant structural obstacles
faced by telecom operators, who
have frequently experienced
delays in obtaining NOCs from
local authorities

Officials are confident that the reform will sig-
nificantly accelerate broadband penetration and fi-
bre deployment nationwide, paving the way for im-
proved digital connectivity and future technologies,
including the rollout of 5G.

Analysts also predict that resolving the Right-of-
‘Way issue will enhance investor confidence and at-
tract fresh investment into Pakistan’s telecom sector,
bolstering the country’s broader digital transforma-
tion agenda.

The National
Assembly Stand-
ing Committee
on Information
Technology and
Telecommunica-
tion unanimously
recommended
the Pakistan Tele-
communication
(Re-organisation)
(Amendment)
Bill, 2026, intro-
ducing changes related to Right-of-Way (RoW) ac-
cess and bringing the National Telecommunication
Corporation (NTC) under the State-Owned Enter-
prises (SOEs) framework from a corporation.

The Committee, chaired by Syed Amin-ul-Hagq,
deliberated on various aspects of “The Pakistan
Telecommunication Re-organization (Amendment)
Bill, 2026” (Government Bill) during its meeting.
Several amendments were proposed by the Commit-
tee during the clause-by-clause reading of the Bill.

Officials from the Ministry of Information
Technology and Telecommunication informed the
Committee that under the proposed amendments,
telecom licensees would be facilitated in obtaining
RoW for the installation, deployment, operation,
and maintenance of telecom infrastructure, includ-
ing fibre cables, towers, and related equipment.

The Committee was informed that no RoW
charges would be applicable for public entities, as
well as private land used for commercial purposes,
including housing societies, DHA, Bahria Town,
and cantonment areas. However, access to private
individual land would remain subject to mutual
agreement between parties. The revised draft in-
troduces clear timelines for approvals, including
deemed approvals in case public authorities fail to
respond within the prescribed period. The Bill also
introduces a dispute resolution mechanism under
which the appropriate government may nominate
an officer, not below the rank of Secretary, to resolve
disputes within a specified timeframe.

The amendments also restructure the gover-
nance framework of the National Telecommunica-
tion Corporation. Under the final draft, NTC will be
governed through a Board of Directors comprising
independent and ex officio members, along with the
Managing Director and private sector representa-
tives.

The Bill further provides for the application of
the State-Owned Enterprises Act, 2023, to NTC,
strengthening financial oversight, governance struc-
ture, and audit compliance requirements. After de-
tailed deliberations and consideration of the pro-
posed amendments, the Committee passed “The
Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-Organisation)

Sh atima
Minister for IT & Telecommunications

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Business News Magazine

(Amendment) Bill, 2026” (Government Bill) with
amendments proposed by the Committee.

The Committee took up “The Electronic Trans-
actions (Amendment) Bill, 2026” (Government Bill)
for consideration.

The Secretary of the Ministry of IT and Tele-
communication briefed the Committee that with the
rapid increase in electronic transactions, there is a
pressing need to strengthen authentication mecha-
nisms and vpdate the legal framework. He empha-
sised that institutions must be aligned to address the
growing complexity of internet-based transactions,
adding that legislative correction, clear direction,
and a cohesive vi-
sion were required
to keep pace with
evolving  digital
systems.

During the de-
liberations, mem-
9 bers of the Com-
Y| mittee belonging
| to the Pakistan
8! People’s  Party
objected that the
said Bill had not
been placed before the Parliamentary Legislative
Committee of the Pakistan People’s Party. They
were of the view that it would not be appropriate to
proceed further until a consensus had been reached
at the parliamentary level. A PML-N lawmaker en-
dorsed the proposal, stating that the PPP, being a
major ally of the government, should be taken on
board to avoid potential embarrassment during vot-
ing in parliament.

After mutual consultation, the Committee decid-
ed to defer “The Electronic Transactions (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026” (Government Bill) till the next
meeting. It was further decided that the Bill would
be taken up again for consideration by the Commit-
tee once a consensus is achieved.

Additionally, the scrutiny of budgetary propos-
als relating to the Public Sector Development Pro-
gramme (PSDP) of the Ministry of Information
Technology and its attached departments for the
Financial Year 202627 was deferred.

Pakistan may finally be on the verge of resolv-
ing one of the major obstacles hindering broadband
and fibre expansion: the longstanding Right of Way
(RoW) issue.

INTERNET

According to sources in the Ministry of Informa-
tion Technology and Telecom, the government has
introduced new amendments to the Telecom Reor-
ganisation Act, aimed at streamlining the approval
process for telecom infrastructure deployment and
eliminating bureaucratic delays.

The proposed changes, now submitted to Par-
liament, could significantly accelerate broadband
connectivity projects across the country, especially
as Pakistan moves towards a more digitally connect-
ed economy.

For years, telecom operators in Pakistan have
faced challenges in obtaining No Objection Certif-
icates (NOCs) from various government bodies for
laying fibre optic cables and expanding mobile in-
frastructure.

However, the process has often been hindered by
overlapping jurisdictions, paperwork, and inconsis-
tent timelines, resulting in slower broadband rollout,
particularly outside major urban centres.

FEBRUARY, 2026
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llegal call centres and online fraud in Pakistan

pose a major security and financial threat, tar-

nishing the country’s global reputation. Paki-

stan has become a hub for scams, engaging in
organised fraud and data theft, endangering both
local and global security. The prevalence of illegal
online fraud in Pakistan, such as phishing, invest-
ment scams, and identity theft, puts individuals at
risk of financial loss and data breaches after they
are tricked into disclosing sensitive information.
The National Cyber Crime Investigation Agency
(NCCIA) plays a crucial role in combating these
criminal activities.

To restore the country’s dignity and improve
Pakistan’s positive image globally, the government
has set up a multi-agency task force to crack down
on illegal call centres and online fraud operations.
This effort is focused on combating digital crimes
that have resulted in financial losses, besides dam-
aging Pakistan’s reputation. Minister for Interior
and Narcotics Control, Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi,
shared this information in a written statement to
the Senate of Pakistan. The task force’s main goal
is to improve coordination among regulatory bod-
ies and law enforcement agencies involved in ad-
dressing unlawful digital and telecom activities.

The task force comprises key institutions such
as the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pa-
kistan (SECP), the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA), and the Pakistan Software Ex-
port Board (PSEB). Its main focus is to establish a
real-time information sharing mechanism to enable
swift and effective responses to illegal operations.

The task force will also work on ensuring com-
pliance with existing laws and regulations govern-
ing digital, telecom, and software-related business-
es, as well as strengthening enforcement against
illegal call centres and unregistered software hous-
es. Additionally, the task force aims to raise aware-
nessamong stakeholders, including IT companies,
call centre operators, and freelancers,about regula-
tory requirements and best practices. This proac-
tive approach is expected to prevent inadvertent vi-
olations and make it harder for illegal operators to
exploit regulatory loopholes. Recent enforcement
actions have led to the identification of 54 illegal
call centres and software houses across Pakistan,
involving a total of 537 individuals, both Pakistani
and foreign nationals.

As a result of crackdowns, 213 Pakistanis and
all 269 foreign nationals involved in these cases
have been arrested. Furthermore, 63 First Informa-
tion Reports (FIRs) have been registered, indicat-
ing a more stringent legal response to online fraud
and cybercrime.

Financial details shared in the written reply
show that authorities have recovered Rs. 62.27 mil-
lion from the identified illegal call centres. Overall
recoveries from January 1, 2025, to date amount to
Rs. 1.405 billion, demonstrating sustained efforts
by law enforcement agencies, including the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA).

Illegal call centres have been engaged in var-
ious fraudulent activities, including scam calls,
fake tech support schemes, and online financial
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Task force formed
to act against digital
crimes, illegal call

centres

positive image globally, the government has set up a multi-
agency task force to crack down on illegal call centres

and online fraud operations. This effort is focused on
combating digital crimes that have resulted in financial
losses, besides damaging Pakistan’s reputation

While Pakistan loses nearly 2.5% of its GDP
in scams, it necessitates a crash course in learning
for commoners by the government. The consumers
must be educated on precautions while conducting
e-transactions, especially while using credit cards
and talking to phone representatives. The study
points out that every Pakistani individual, on av-
erage, is at the receiving end of $139 in financial

fraud targeting victims lo-
cally and internationally.
The government’s actions

safeguard consumers, sup-
port legitimate businesses,
and ensure the growth of

Pakistan’s digital economy sWift and effective responses to
illegal operations

within a robust legal frame-
work. The task force’s for

The task force comprises key
institutions such as the SECP,
reflect a commitment to PT'A and PSEB. Its main focus is

frauds, and they pertain to
shopping, investment, wire
transfers and credit card

payments.
Digital fraud is rising

to establish a real-time informa- in Pakistan as e-commerce
tion sharing mechanism to enable and online payments grow

at a rapid rate. The fact
that Pakistan has become
an easy target for scam-

mation signals a coordinated approach to address
digital crimes effectively.

A survey report revealed that Pakistan loses a
staggering $9 billion per annum through fraud and
digital scams. This can be recovered if customers
do not share their sensitive data, such as PIN or
verification codes to con artists who dupe them by
posing as bank reps and salespeople of commercial
entities. That piece of personal information is then
used for unauthorised transactions or to trick the
victims into mega-scams.
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mers who lure social me-
dia users into fake investment schemes promising
high returns invites attention from authorities.
The country has an estimated 125 million so-
cial media users, and around half of its population
is in the grips of illiteracy; they are often found to
be sitting ducks for scammers. Promotional temp-
tations in the digital realm act as an instant modus
operandi to persuade folks to share their personal
information, and subsequently end up in the thick
of financial losses.
In a separate development, the launch of
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Woofy, Pakistan’s first dedicated mobile app for
reporting and responding to animal emergencies,
has significantly boosted animal rescue efforts in
the country. Developed by animal welfare activists
Yair Salman and Talha Chaudry,

Woofy aims to streamline the process of report-
ing and rescuing injured, abused, or abandoned
animals. The app’s user-friendly interface allows
users to report cases quickly and provides essential
details to facilitate prompt responses from rescu-
ers. Woofy features separate profiles for reporters
and rescuers, enabling efficient communication
and coordination between the public and rescue
volunteers.

The app has partnered with veterinary clinics
and hospitals to facilitate access to medical care for
rescued animals. Plans are underway to introduce
transportation services dedicated to animal rescue,
ensuring safe and timely transport to veterinary fa-
cilities.

Currently operational in Islamabad and Rawal-
pindi, Woofy plans to expand its services to other
cities in Pakistan. The app, available on iOS and
Android platforms, aims to improve response times
to animal emergencies, connect volunteers and vet-
erinarians, and raise awareness about animal wel-
fare in the country. This innovative initiative rep-
resents a significant step forward in promoting

animal rights and leveraging technology for so-
cial impact in Pakistan.
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n Ramadan, many
countries reduce the
prices of goods and
offer special deals to
help those fasting. Howev-
er, in Pakistan, many busi-
nessmen are looking to
take advantage of Rama-
dan by increasing prices
to maximise profits, which
can impact the purchas-
ing power of the common
people. The government
should intervene to pre-
vent price hikes and take
action against those who
artificially inflate prices.

In societies with Islam-
ic beliefs, food is taken at
sehar (before dawn) before
starting the daily fast. Fast-
ing is by abstaining from
eating or drinking until the
sun sets.

According to Islamic
belief, fasting is never just
about being hungry. The
month of Ramadan has
a quality that purifies the
body and soul from sins.
It also highlights unity,
reconciliation, strengthens
the bonds of brotherhood
and love, and invigorates
spiritual feelings.

Many spiritual feelings
are remembered or learned
through fasting, such as
patience, understanding
the plight of hungry and
thirsty people, being grate-
ful, and knowing how to
be content with little.

This month, celebrated
by more than two billion
people worldwide simulta-
neously, Muslims living in
different geographies keep
their rituals, traditions,
and customs alive, leaving
a rich cultural treasure for
the future.

A rise in the prices of
essentials during the holy
month of Ramazan has
become a tradition in our
country, contrary to the
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Kitchen items prices
rise during Ramadan
despite the govt
implementing strict

IMeEasures
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In Pakistan, from importers to shopkeepers, take
advantage of this month to raise the prices of daily
commodities, including vegetables, fruits, spices, dates,
ete., to an exorbitant level. Flare urges people to show
patience to avoid high prices for commodities, not to
let the home budget be disturbed when it is already
lopsided by hefty bills for natural gas, water,

and electricity
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Azhar Javed .
tions of goods-laden trans-
ports on the highways), in-
creased production costs,
and distribution network
snags — are all contributing
to the inflationary spiral.
Finally, the shameful prac-
tices of hoarding and black
marketing, a direct affront
to the spirit of Ramadan,
come into play as some
traders hoard goods to cre-
ate artificial shortages and
jack up prices at whim and
choice to earn maximum
profit. This combined ef-
fect renders many fami-
lies, especially the fixed
and lower-income groups,
finding it hard to put food
on the table during what
should be a month of spir-
itual reflection and com-
munity celebration.

The extortionate prices
of essentials during Ra-
madan leave a bitter taste
in the mouths of many,
particularly those having
difficulty making ends
meet. This financial strain
tightens the already thin
pockets of low-income
families and marginalised
communities, forcing them
to choose between tradi-
tion and affordability. The
burden does not just affect
their ability to prepare cus-
tomary Ramadan meals
and fulfil social obligations
but also stokes frustration,
anger and even resentment
towards authorities per-
ceived as failing to curb
market manipulation. Re-
duced purchasing power
shrinks their ability to buy
even the bare necessities
for Iftar and Sehri, further
degrading the quality of
life during this holy month.
Additionally, the inflated
price widens the already
existing social disparities,
deepening a stark differ-
ence between the affluent

message of this Islamic
month for taking care of
the needs of others by providing them with maxi-
mum facilities. This year, even before the start of the
fasting month, an identical trend of hikes in prices of
kitchen items, vegetables, meat, and fruits has been
kick-started by the stockists, hoarders, and shop-
keepers. This is despite the government’s efforts to
provide these necessary items to the common people
at affordable prices. Prices of the essential items are
already increasing.

In Pakistan, from importers to shopkeepers have
taken advantage of this month to raise the prices
of daily commodities, including vegetables, fruits,
spices, dates, etc. to an exorbitant level. Flare urg-
es people to show patience and avoid buying high-
priced commodities, not to let the home budget be
disturbed when it is already lopsided by hefty bills for
natural gas, water, and electricity. The shopkeepers,
stockists, and traders must come forward and offer
cheap and quality stuff to the people.

Before and during the month of the Holy Month,
several factors combine to create a perfect storm
of rising prices across the country. The deeply en-
trenched practice of ‘Ramadan profiteering’ involves
prices of coveted items reaching new heights through
unscrupulous traders and middlemen. The traders
and middlemen take full advantage of the spike in
demand for essentials such as chickpeas, onions, len-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

tils, sugar, vegetables, and cooking oil, and jack up
their prices to fleece the consumers. This year, their
predatory tactics are even more concerning, driven
by pre-existing inflation and food insecurity. This

A rise in the prices of essentials
during the holy month of
Ramazan has become a tradition
in our country, contrary to the
message of this Islamic month for
taking care of the needs of others
by providing them with maximum
facilities. This year, even before
the start of the fasting month, an
identical trend of hikes in prices
of kitchen items, vegetables, meat,
and fruits has been kick-started
by stockists, hoarders, and
shopkeepers

surge in demand, often exceeding supply, creates an
imbalance that sends prices skyrocketing.

To make matters worse, supply chain disruptions
— such as transportation hurdles (including extor-
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and the underprivileged,
leaving many questioning
the true spirit of Ramadan in the face of economic
injustice.

Businesses hold a moral compass: Embracing re-
sponsible pricing, transparent supply chains, and eth-
ical conduct is not just good business — it aligns with
the compassion and generosity central to Ramadan,
ensuring a just and equitable market. Businesses in
countries like Malaysia, the UAE, Iran and others
in the Muslim world offer month-long discounts on
necessary items during Ramadan. Businesses in our
country can follow suit for the greater good of fellow
citizens. Consumers wield powerful choices: Opting
for responsible retailers, avoiding panic buying and
reporting price gouging to empower others and dis-
rupt unfair practices.

Civil society acts as a watchful voice: By moni-
toring markets, promoting fair prices and supporting
vulnerable communities, these organisations play a
crucial role in ensuring inclusivity during Ramadan.

In the end, sustained political will and sincere
collaboration are the keys to unlocking a Ramadan
free from unwarranted economic hardship. When
government, businesses, civil society and individuals
pitch in, they can envision a new narrative: a tapestry
woven with threads of dignity, ease and the radiant
joy that the holy month can bring to every citizen in
the country.
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Inovi Telecom and UBL strengthen
strategic alliance, marking milestone

partnership

The esteemed delegation from UBL included Abdul Aleem Qureshi, Group Executive of the
Branch Banking Group, and Sohail Mussarrat Siddiqui, Group Head of the Karachi Cluster. They
met with Zeeshan Mianoor, the CEO of Inovi Telecom, along with Adeel Ali and Talha Khan

novi Telecom warmly received senior leader-
ship from United Bank Limited (UBL), which
recently visited its Head Office, highlighting
a strong and enduring partnership that ranks
among UBL'’s top five business collaborations na-
tionwide. The esteemed delegation from UBL in-
cluded Abdul Aleem Qureshi, Group Executive of
the Branch Banking Group, and Sohail Mussarrat
Siddiqui, Group Head of the Karachi Cluster. They

met with Zeeshan Mianoor, the CEO of Inovi Tele-
com, along with Adeel Ali and Talha Khan. The
meeting centred around strategic business collabo-
ration, performance review, and the exploration of
future growth opportunities.

Inovi Telecom expressed its gratitude for UBL's
ongoing trust and support since the beginning of
their business relationship. This relationship has
evolved into a high-impact partnership that has sig-
nificantly contributed to UBL’s impressive growth

trajectory. Recognising this collaborative effort, UBL
formally acknowledged Inovi Telecom’s exceptional
contributions across major business segments, there-
by appreciating its vital role in supporting UBL’s suc-
cess and operational excellence during the year 2025.

During the meeting, UBL leadership official-
ly recognised Inovi Telecom as one of its top and
most valued partners, emphasising the company’s
reliability, performance, and commitment to shared

growth objectives. Moreover, the acknowledgement
underscored UBL'’s remarkable achievement as the
most profitable bank in Pakistan and the largest list-
ed company on the Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX),
a success made possible through powerful alliances
such as that with Inovi Telecom.

Inovi Telecom’s CEO, Zeeshan Mianoor, em-
phasised that as we step into 2026, the company’s
commitment to innovation and fostering stronger
connections is more robust than ever. This year will

focus on developing smarter solutions designed to
meet the evolving needs of our customers, creating
a meaningful impact in the communities we serve,
and advancing with unwavering confidence. We are
excited about the new opportunities on the horizon
that will allow us to collaborate with partners and
clients alike. Together, we aim for shared success,
paving the way for a future where everyone remains
connected through the services Inovi Telecom pro-
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vides. With determination and vision, we look for-
ward to making strides that enhance communication
and connectivity for all.

Inovi lTelecom organises a blood
donation drive for needy patients

We strongly encourage our employees to actively participate and contribute to this worthy cause.
Voluntary blood donation can offer hope, strength, and a new lease on life to those in need

| B i y 7=
novi Telecom in collaboration with the In-
dus Hospital Blood Center have organised a
blood donation drive as part of Inovi Tele-
com commitment to corporate social re-
sponsibility. This initiative is aimed at assisting
patients who require safe and timely blood trans-
fusions, ultimately helping to save numerous lives.
Donating blood is a simple yet impactful gesture
that can have a life altering impact on individuals
dealing with medical emergencies, surgeries, and
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chronic illnesses. Through this drive, we seek to
raise awareness about the significance of regular
blood donation and foster a culture of empathy
and community support within our organization.

We strongly encourage our employees to ac-
tively participate and contribute to this worthy
cause. Voluntary blood donation can offer hope,
strength, and a new lease on life to those in need.
Remember, donating blood can save multiple lives
and is a noble act that is truly rewarding.

FEBRUARY, 2026
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J7 Group aims to elevate
living standards 4
ol Pakistanis
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KHURRAM HUSSAIN
[Director of Sales & Marketing
j7:.1con

Marketing at j7 icon,
shared insights in an
exclusive interview
with Flare Magazine.
With a diverse
background in sales
and marketing across
telecommunications,
fashion, apparel, and
real estate
development, his
expertise includes
strategic sales planning,
brand positioning, and
market expansion. He
1s especially passionate
about large-scale
development projects
and advocates for
integrating real estate
with innovative
hospitality concepts
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Can you share a bit about your background
and experience as the Director of Sales & Mar-
keting at j7 icon?

Khurram Hussain: I have a diverse back-
ground in sales and marketing, having worked
in telecommunications, fashion and apparel, and
now in real estate development. My expertise lies
in strategic sales planning, effective brand posi-
tioning, and market expansion. I am particularly
passionate about large-scale development projects
and believe in the importance of integrating real
estate with innovative hospitality concepts. By do-
ing so, I strive to create significant value not only
for investors but also for the communities and res-
idents involved. My goal is to develop spaces that
enhance both lifestyle and economic prospects,
fostering growth and sustainability in the areas we
serve.

‘What is the vision of j7 Group in Pakistan?

Khurram Hussain: The vision of j7 Group
is to elevate living standards in Pakistan through
high-quality, lifestyle-oriented developments that
cater to the diverse needs of its residents. We are
committed to timely project delivery, maintaining
premium construction quality at every stage, en-
suring transparency in operations, and providing
world-class amenities that enhance the living ex-
perience.

Our goal is to create thriving communities
that not only redefine urban living in Pakistan but
also promote a sense of belonging and well-being
among residents. By combining innovative design
with functional spaces, we aim to foster environ-
ments where individuals and families can truly
thrive and enjoy a better quality of life.

‘What sets j7 icon apart from other real estate
projects in Islamabad?

Khurram Hussain: j7 icon stands out as a ful-
ly furnished serviced apartment project, featuring
over 45 world-class amenities that enhance com-
fort and convenience.

This unique offering in Islamabad’s vertical
market is designed to meet the needs of modern
urban dwellers. Our key differentiators include a
hospitality-inspired living concept that elevates
the residential experience, along with prime con-
nectivity to major regions across Pakistan, making
commuting effortless.

Additionally, we implement a conventional
transfer structure that simplifies ownership for our
buyers. The live or lease model caters to both end
users and investors, ensuring that we provide an
integrated lifestyle and investment product, going
beyond just a typical apartment project.

How does j7 Group ensure transparency and
credibility in a competitive real estate market?

Khurram Hussain: Transparency is essential
for long-term success in real estate. At j7 Group,
we prioritise clear documentation, legal compli-
ance, realistic delivery timelines, and ethical sales
practices. By honouring our commitments and
maintaining transparency in our operations, we
build credibility with our customers and stake-
holders.

‘What are the biggest risks currently facing
the real estate sector in Islamabad?

Khurram Hussain: The key challenges facing
the real estate sector in Islamabad include limited
regulatory oversight, unclear zoning regulations,
and sudden inventory influx without proper plan-
ning. These factors can impact buyer confidence,
possession timelines, and capital appreciation.
Market stability relies on structured development
policies and regulatory frameworks.

‘What is the scope of vertical projects in Pa-
kistan?

Khurram Hussain: Vertical development in
Pakistan, especially in metropolitan cities like Ka-
rachi, Lahore, Islamabad, and Rawalpindi, offers
significant growth opportunities.

Rising land prices, increasing construction
costs for independent houses, urban migration,
and flexible payment plans drive the demand for
vertical projects. Off-plan developments provide
affordability, installment-based investment op-
tions, rental income potential, and capital appre-
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ciation.

What strategies should real estate agents
adopt to increase sales and earnings?

Khurram Hussain: Successful real estate agents
should focus on building a strong personal brand,
maintaining digital visibility, creating high-qual-
ity content, and establishing trust with investors
through knowledge sharing. In today’s market,
agents need to be educators, consultants, and influ-
encers to drive sales and earnings.

Rising land prices, increasing
construction costs for indepen-
dent houses, urban migration,
and flexible payment plans drive
the demand for vertical projects.
Off-plan developments provide
affordability, installment-based
investment options, rental income
potential, and capital appreciation

In the digital age, which marketing channels
deliver the strongest ROI for real estate projects?

Khurram Hussain: Digital marketing channels
such as Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, LinkedIn,
and TikTok offer strong ROI for real estate proj-
ects. Data-driven digital campaigns outperform
traditional marketing methods in terms of scalabil-
ity and cost efficiency, making them essential for

|

. iy )
e @1

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Business News Magazine

reaching target audiences and driving sales.

How important is CRM and automation in
modern real estate sales management?

Khurram Hussain: CRM systems are crucial
for modern real estate operations, enabling lead
tracking, sales KPI monitoring, inventory manage-
ment, customer profiling, and performance evalua-
tion. Without CRM and automation, scaling a real
estate sales operation becomes challenging, hinder-
ing efficiency and growth.

‘What can sales teams do to perform better in
the real estate industry?

Khurram Hussain: High-performing sales
teams should focus on understanding the project
scope, product differentiation, pricing strategy,
payment plans, and market trends. Deep knowl-
edge of these fundamentals boosts confidence and
performance, leading to better sales outcomes and
customer satisfaction.

Has a Chinese delegation visited j7 icon re-
cently, and what was their opinion on the proj-
ects?

Khurram Hussain: A notable Chinese dele-
gation recently visited j7 icon for an official site
tour. During the visit, they examined the project’s
construction progress, design standards, and devel-
opment plan. Discussions were held on potential
collaboration and future investments, highlighting
a mutual focus on innovation and excellence.

This visit highlighted the increasing interna-
tional interest in j7 icon and our commitment to
delivering a top-tier development in Pakistan.
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eputy Prime Minister and Foreign

Minister Ishaq Dar held a meeting

with Jassem Mohammed Bu Ataba Al

Zaabi, the chairman of Etisalat (e&)
and the Abu Dhabi Department of Finance, to dis-
cuss investment opportunities, including Etisalat’s
stake in Pakistan Telecommunication Company
Limited (PTCL).

The meeting with the Etisalat chairman was
held in light of an ongoing dispute regarding the
privatisation of PTCL. Etisalat, a UAE-based tele-
com group, has yet to make the final payment of
approximately $800 million on its acquisition of
a 26 percent stake in PTCL in 2005. This delay in
the payment of this amount is ascribed to matters
relatoing to the transfer of properties included in
the agreement, which is being contested by Paki-
stan.

The discussions between the two parties also
touched upon Pakistan-UAE trade and economic
cooperation, potential investment avenues, and
Etisalat’s current engagement in Pakistan, particu-
larly through its ownership in PTCL. The Pakistan
Foreign Ministry emphasised the strong political
and economic relationship between Pakistan and
the UAE, with Abu Dhabi playing a crucial role in
supporting Pakistan’s economic recovery through
financial assistance.

Under the privatisation deal reached two de-
cades ago, as many as 3,384 PTCL properties were
to be transferred to Etisalat. However, officials say
that only 3,248 properties were available on the
ground, while 38 could not be transferred, leading
to a prolonged dispute between the two sides.

Despite multiple rounds of talks over the years,
the dispute remained unresolved. Last year, re-
ports on the issue indicated that in-camera discus-
sions were held to explore a settlement to transfer
the disputed properties.

Officials said Pakistan had maintained its po-
sition of resolving the matter through dialogue in-
stead of pursuing international legal action on this
16-year-old dispute.

Officials said the discussions with Etisalat are
part of broader efforts to strengthen economic ties
with the United Arab Emirates and end this PTCL
privatisation-related dispute.

The visit of the Etisalat chairman is a part
of the renewed efforts to address the unresolved
issues stemming from the 2006 privatisation of
PTCL, under which Pakistan sold a 26% stake
along with management control to Etisalat In-
ternational Pakistan for $2.6 billion. The Etisalat
company held back about $800 million, due to dis-
putes over the transfer of PTCL properties men-
tioned in the agreement.

Amb. Ata ul Munim Shahid (former diplomat)
of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) as a good
friend of Pakistan in the Middle East, has played a
great role in convincing the UAE to help Pakistan
maintain foreign exchange reserves. Presently, the
UAE government has shown interest in boosting
the UAE’s investment in Pakistan, which is very
encouraging for Pakistan’s economic stability.
Thus, cultural and historical bilateral ties between
Muslim brotherly countries will be further en-
hanced through a broader magnitude of trade and
investment between the two countries.

The scope of bilateral cooperation in telecom
and other sectors is expanding with the passage
of each day. Pakistan welcomes the UAE'’s in-
vestment in diverse sectors. The UAE’s financial
support has always been very helpful for Pakistan.
The UAE has over $2 billion in foreign reserves
of Pakistan that have been rolled over for another
year. This act from the UAE side shows close ties
between the countries. There are some 2.9 million
Pakistanis inthe UAE who are sending a huge
amount of remittances to Pakistan. Our total re-
mittances were far higher than our exports, and a
major chunk of remittances is from the UAE.

Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates re-
viewed their economic engagement and agreed to
strengthen investment-led cooperation during a
meeting on the sidelines of the World Economic
Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting 2026.

This was discussed during Finance Minis-
ter Muhammad Aurangzeb’s meeting with UAE

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Free download: flare.pk

TELEPEDIA | FLAREREPORT | |

Pakistan for settling
20-year-old $800 mil-

lion issue with ktisalat

The meeting with the Etisalat chairman was held in light
of an ongoing dispute regarding the privatisation of PTCL.
Etisalat, a UAE-based telecom group, has yet to make a final
payment of approximately $800 on its acquisition of a 26
percent stake in PTCL in 2005. This delay is ascribed to
the transfer of properties included in the agreement, which
is being contested by Pakistan

Minister of State for Financial Affairs Mohamed
Al Hussaini in Davos, where both sides discussed
bilateral economic ties, regional outlook and ave-
nues for expanding long-term investment partner-
ships.

Aurangzeb briefed him on the smooth con-
tinuation of the IMF programme, including the
ongoing review under the Extended Fund Facil-
ity and the first review of the Climate Resilience
programme.

The Finance Minister thanked the UAE for
its continued financial support, including bilat-
eral deposits and transactions, and said Pakistan
was keen to transform traditional assistance into
long-term investment partnerships to support sus-

The discussions with Etisalat are
part of broader efforts to strength-
en economic ties with the United
Arab Emirates and end this PTCIL.

privatisation-related dispute

tainable growth. Al Hussaini concurred, stressing
that investment-led cooperation was critical for
economic stability and long-term development.
Al Hussaini highlighted the importance of strong
people-to-people ties, describing them as the back-
bone of the longstanding partnership between the
two countries.

Aurangzeb also shared Pakistan’s recent steps
to strengthen its regulatory framework, including
the establishment of a dedicated authority focus-

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ing on tokenisation, and pointed to growing col-
laboration with Emirati financial institutions. He
noted encouraging trends in business-to-business
engagement and offshoring activities, which were
welcomed by the UAE side.

Exchanging views on the global and regional
economic outlook, the Emirati Minister expressed
optimism about improving prospects and said the
past year had marked positive progress for Paki-
stan.

Aurangzeb said Pakistan had completed key
financial transactions over the past year, reflecting
improved market confidence and renewed access
to international capital markets.

The Finance Minister highlighted a significant
reduction in inflation and improvements in macro-
economic stability. Al Hussaini acknowledged the
improvement in Pakistan’s economic conditions
since the start of the reform programme and em-
phasised that policy continuity was essential for
sustained progress.

Aurangzeb reaffirmed the government’s com-
mitment to reforms under the leadership of the
prime minister and briefed the UAE side on on-
going structural reforms, including privatisation
initiatives. Al Hussaini underscored the impor-
tance of privatisation in enhancing efficiency and
competitiveness, sharing the UAE’s experience of
economic transformation driven by private sector
participation.

The meeting concluded with both sides reaf-
firming their commitment to deepening econom-
ic cooperation and advancing mutually beneficial
initiatives between Pakistan and the UAE.
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lkxperience the X300 Pro — 200
MP ZEISS APO Telephoto Camera,

Dimensity 9500 Power and
All-New OriginOS 6

The vivo X300 Prois designed as acomplete platform: arobustimaging system, an intelligent
operating environment, long-term security support, and professional-grade durability.
Whether capturing important events, managing daily tasks, or creating content, it aims to
provide consistent performance and dependable value over an extended product lifecycle

lagship smartphones are increasingly

viewed as multi-year investments, the vivo

X300 Pro is engineered specifically for this

expectation, moving beyond peak perfor-
mance to offer a balanced combination of imaging
authority, intelligent software longevity, and robust
durability.

Vvivo X300 Pro
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ZEISS Image. Go Further.
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A system-level imaging approach co-engi-
neered with ZEISS

Imaging sits at the core of the X300 Pro, shaped
through vivo’s long-standing partnership with ZEISS.
This collaborative engineering extends beyond lenses
to include sensors, stabilization, and color science,
ensuring consistency and accuracy across diverse
shooting scenarios. Pro Imaging Chip V81 and joint-
ly defined Dimensity 9500 featuring a V3+ imaging
Chip and a super-efficient imaging NPU defined
exclusively by vivo, VS1 pre-processes every frame
while the V3+ Chip handles post-processing, work-
ing together to deliver faster imaging and broader
scene coverage. The 200 MP ZEISS APO Telepho-
to Camera, supported by the Ultra-Sensing Sensor
HPB and CIPA 5.5-rated stabilization, enable de-

Go Further. Capture Every Distance.

tailed long-range capture. The ZEISS Gimbal-Grade
Main Camera delivers scenes with natural contrast
and controlled motion blur, enabling sharp capture
of spontaneous moments, while the 50 MP ZEISS
‘Wide-Angle Front Camera offers wider framing and
refined portrait rendering. For users extending be-
yond standard focal lengths, the ZEISS 2.35x Tele-
photo Extender Kit broadens creative reach within a
familiar smartphone form factor.

Stage Mode 2.0 addresses high-motion envi-
ronments with 4K Stage All-in-One Recording,
motion-freeze capture, and Dual-View Stage Video
for simultaneous performer-and-self framing, ideal
for capturing fast-moving subjects in complex, low-
light environments. Portrait-focused updates include
ZEISS Natural Portrait, which delivers accurate
and consistent skin tones; Multi-Focal HD Portrait,
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which brings sharpness to every detail; and Night
Portrait, which ensures atmospheric shots even in
challenging light. Motion lovers can capture action
at incredible distances with the 20x Long-Range Mo-
tion Snapshot, while Telephoto Flower & Bird Shots
brings nature into exquisite focus, adding signature
ZEISS aesthetics to every shot.

For vloggers and creators, the X300 Pro offers ad-
vanced cinematic video capabilities. Both the main
and telephoto cameras support 4K 120 fps Dolby
Vision and 4K 120 fps 10-bit Log Video. The indus-
try-first 4K 60 fps Portrait Video with beauty effects
allows immediate publishing, while the Imaging Al
Assistant provides tools such as AT One-Shot Multi-
Crop, Al Landscape Master, and Live Photo Passer-
by Erase.

OriginOS 6: Intelligence defining the device
workflow

While the imaging system tells the story of what
the X300 Pro can capture, its intelligence reveals
how intuitively it fits into daily life. The device in-
troduces the All-new OriginOS 6 to the region, an
operating system designed not just for speed, but for
harmony. The Origin Smooth Engine improves ani-
mation coherence and touch responsiveness, contrib-
uting to an overall stable and fluid user experience.
The updated Origin Design System refines visual
clarity with modernized iconography and simplified
layouts, supporting easier navigation across the inter-
face. Flip Cards add a touch of personal expression,
displaying photos, Live Photos, or videos that move
when users interact with the phone.

Origin Island serves as the device’s contextual in-
telligence hub, surfacing relevant information, such
as trip details or real-time reminders with subtle,
timely suggestions. Productivity features through
vivo Office Kit enhance multi-device workflows, of-
fering screen mirroring, remote control, file transfer,

/ i' WH A smarter way to work.

and synchronized note taking across platforms with-
out cables or friction. One-Tap Transfer further en-
ables unlimited phone-to-phone file exchanges, mak-
ing sharing instant and intuitive. Privacy remains
central with Private Space, which isolates sensitive
files and applications behind an additional security
layer. Combined with 5 years of OS upgrades and
7 years of security maintenance, the device is posi-
tioned for long-term operational reliability.
Performance, endurance, and long-term value
True flagship strength begins with raw perfor-
mance. Powered by the Dimensity 9500, the X300
Pro delivers a smooth and ultra-responsive experi-
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ence across apps, gaming, and on-device Al func-
tions. The ZEISS Master Color Display ensures
accurate and consistent color reproduction across
capture and viewing, supported by 2000 nits global
peak brightness for strong sunlight visibility and a
1-nit Minimum Brightness for comfortable viewing
in extra-dim environments. For prolonged use across
different lighting scenarios, the display incorporates
industry-leading Eye Protection Hardware, includ-
ing 2160 Hz Full-Range High-Frequency PWM
Dimming with Full-Range DC Dimming to reduce
SVM levels, together with Circularly Polarized Light
2.0 to help minimise exposure to harmful blue light.

A large 6510 mAh Blue Volt Battery provides
extended endurance, supported by 90W Flash-
Charge,40W Wireless FlashCharge, and 4th-Gen
Silicon Anode Technology for improved longevity
and reliability. Hardware Durability is assured by
IP68 & IP69 Top-Tier Dust and Water Resistance,
Armor Glass, and upgraded 3D Ultrasonic Finger-
print Scanning 2.0ensure the device stays protected
and instantly accessible.

vivo X300 Pro J

Minimalist craftsmanship framed by a 1.1mm
ultra-slim symmetric bezel

The X300 Pro maintains vivo’s design language
with an emphasis on materials and tactile quality.
The Unibody 3D Glass Design integrates the cam-
era module into a seamless form, complemented
by the Coral Velvet Glass finish on the rear panel.
The two-colour options, Phantom Black and Dune
Brown, offer understated tonal variations suited to
different user preferences.

The vivo X300 Pro is designed as a complete plat-
form: a robust imaging system, an intelligent oper-
ating environment, long-term security support, and
professional-grade durability. Whether capturing
important events, managing daily tasks, or creating
content, it aims to provide consistent performance
and dependable value over an extended product
lifecycle.
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ew moments in South Asian history have

been debated as intensely as the failure of

the Cabinet Mission Plan in 1946. The

discussion is not just about constitutional
design but also about political intent, leadership,
trust, and whether the tragedy of Partition could
have been avoided.

In the 1940s, Gandhi and Jinnah held talks in
Bombay regarding the partition and independence
of the subcontinent. Gandhi argued that all Indi-
ans were one nation and that a separate homeland
for Muslims was unnecessary, but Muhammad Ali
Jinnah insisted on an independent Muslim state,
leading to the failure of the talks. The Cabinet
Mission Plan in March 1946 aimed to find a solu-
tion for transferring power in India. The Mission
proposed a plan that was accepted by the Muslim
League but rejected by Congress. The plan ulti-
mately failed.

A recent critique labels Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah as politically opportunistic, suggesting that his
1946 demand for a weak federal centre was a ploy
to protect Muslim interests within a united India,
only to advocate a strong central government after
the creation of Pakistan in 1947. This critique ques-
tions Jinnah’s consistency and implies hypocrisy
rather than strategic decision-making. However, a
closer examination of this accusation is warranted.
In early 1946, the British government decided to
transfer power to facilitate a constitutional settle-
ment. It sent a high-level delegation consisting of
Frederick Pethick-Lawrence, Stafford Cripps, and
A. V. Alexander. Their task was to propose a struc-
ture that could keep India united while addressing
deep communal anxieties.

The Mission rejected the immediate creation
of Pakistan and instead proposed a loose Union
of India with limited central powers and strong
provincial autonomy. The subcontinent’s demo-
graphic composition made constitutional design
extraordinarily complex. In the northwestern prov-
inces—Punjab, Sindh, NWFP, and British Baluch-
istan—Muslims formed a majority, however, with
substantial non-Muslim minorities. In Bengal and
Assam, the numbers were nearly evenly divided.

Meanwhile, over 20 million Muslims lived as
minorities in Hindu-majority provinces across In-
dia. No political arrangement could ignore these
facts. The Cabinet Mission recognised two compet-
ing fears. Muslims feared permanent majoritarian
dominance of Hindus at the centre. Non-Muslims
in Muslim-majority provinces feared marginalisa-
tion in any Pakistan scheme. The proposed federal
structure by the Mission was an attempt to recon-
cile these anxieties without resorting to partition.
The proposed federal structure aimed to address
the fears of both Muslims and non-Muslims with-
out resorting to partition.

Critics argue that Jinnah's acceptance of the
Plan was merely a tactical move to corner Con-
gress politically. However, it can also be viewed
as consistent with his legal and constitutional ap-
proach, seeking autonomy for Muslim-majority
regions and safeguards against central domination.
The collapse of trust between the Muslim League
and Congress, particularly over the issue of group
arrangements in the Constituent Assembly, led to

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Free download: flare.pk

SOCIAL |

Muhammad Hanif Gul

A debate on the

Cabinet Mission Plan:
strategy, federalism,
and the question of
Jinnah’s role

A recent critique labels Muhammad Ali Jinnah as
Folitically opportunistic, suggesting that his 1946 demand
or a weak federal centre was a ploy to protect Muslim
interests within a united India, only to advocate a strong
central government after the creation of Pakistan in 1947

the escalation of tensions, Direct Action, and ulti-
mately Partition.

The proposed Union was criticised for being
too weak, but federal systems inherently distribute
power between the centre and constituent units.

The United States itself began under the Ar-
ticles of Confederation with an extremely weak
centre before transitioning to a stronger federal
constitution. Federal systems often evolve gradual-
ly in response to political and economic pressures.
The Cabinet Mission Plan allowed constitutional
revision after ten years. Critics interpreted this as a

Critics argue that Jinnah’s accep-
tance of the Plan was merely a
tactical move to corner Congress
politically. However, it can also be
viewed as consistent with his legal
and constitutional approach, seek-
ing autonomy for Muslim-majority
regions and safeguards against
central domination

pathway to disintegration. Supporters viewed it as
a safety valve in a deeply divided society. Whether
the centre was weak or appropriately limited de-
pends largely on one’s constitutional philosophy.
The strongest criticism is that Jinnah reversed his
principles after Pakistan was created, advocating
strong central authority. In 1946, Muslims were
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negotiating from minority status within an all-In-
dia framework. In 1947, Pakistan emerged as a
fragile new state facing challenges such as a refu-
gee influx, an administrative vacuum, economic
uncertainty, and security threats. A weak centre
in that environment could have led to immediate
fragmentation. Political principles often operate
within changing structural realities. What appears
contradictory across contexts may reflect adapta-
tion to different constitutional needs. The failure
of the Cabinet Mission Plan remains one of his-
tory’s great “what if” moments. It was perhaps
the last serious attempt to preserve a united India
with meaningful autonomy for its diverse regions.
But its collapse does not necessarily contradict Jin-
nah’s earlier principles but reflects the need for a
different approach in a new state. The failure of the
Cabinet Mission Plan marked a pivotal moment in
South Asian history, closing the door on a feder-
al compromise and accelerating the path towards
division. While historical actors like Jinnah and
Nehru faced immense pressures and made difficult
decisions, their actions shaped the destiny of the
subcontinent. The debate over the choices made in
1946 continues to resonate, highlighting the com-
plexities of federalism, minority rights, and po-
litical realism. The significance of that year as a
crossroads in history, where divergent paths were
taken, underscores the ongoing relevance of un-
derstanding and analysing these pivotal moments
in shaping the region’s future.-The writer is a civil
servant, teacher, and human rights activist.
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esbian-themed

films and web

series are becom-

ing more accessi-
ble to Pakistani audiences
through global streaming
platforms and open inter-
net services, despite Paki-
stan being a conservative
Muslim society with no
legal recognition of same-
sex relationships. Islam is
clear that same-sex rela-
tionships are forbidden,
and it strongly opposes
such relationships and be-
haviour in the strongest
terms.

In the Islamic social
and legal context, calls
for action against lesbi-
an-themed and related
LGBTQ content reflect a
mix of religious values,
cultural norms, regulato-
ry frameworks, and wider
concerns about youth be-
ing influenced by global
media.

Conservatives and Is-
lamic voices emphasise
protecting moral values
and youth from exposure
to narratives they view as
incompatible with Islamic
teachings.

The trend has quietly
grown over the past de-
cade, driven largely by
youth consumption and
unregulated digital access.

An analysis of digital
viewing behaviour reveals
that this content is not dis-
tributed through Pakistani
TV channels or local OTT
platforms. Instead, it is
available on internation-
al streaming services and
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Lesbian, or queer-women-themed content is currently
accessible in Pakistan through platforms such as Netflix,
video-sharing websites that AIIAZON Prime Video, YouTube, Vimeo, and Dailymotion.

stan

(PTA
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Urgent policy
needed to restrict -

access to lesbian
content in

deemed unconstitutional
if due process is not fol-
lowed.

Youth-centric viewer-
ship
Data on viewership
suggests that exposure
lesbian-themed on-
line content in Pakistan
is predominantly among
younger audiences. Ap-
proximately 33 per cent of
viewers are in the 18-24
age group, while around
31 per cent are between 25
and 34 years old. Together,
nearly two-thirds of the
audience falls within the
18-34 age bracket, which
is Pakistan’s most digitally
active demographic.

Growth timeline

The availability of this
content began at a limited
level around 2015-2016
and has gradually ex-
panded with the prolif-
eration of smartphones
and social media. Access
increased rapidly through
global OTT platforms by
2019-2020. Between 2021
and 2025, availability has
become widespread, with
most internet users able to
access this content without
technical barriers.

Regulatory blind spot

Pakistan’s current me-
dia regulation framework
primarily focuses on cine-
ma and traditional broad-
casting. The Central Board
of Film Censors oversees
theatrical releases only,
while digital-first content
falls outside its jurisdic-
tion. As cinema atten-
dance declines and online

2020 2024

consumption rises, this

et o o2t These platforms are not subject to a blanket ban by [ =0 g et become
_ Platforms  accessible the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA). In Lack of transparency
Lesbian, or queer- CONIrast, Pakistani OTT platforms have chosen notto  auority to restrict online

women-themed content is
currently accessible in Pa-
kistan through platforms

host such content, reflecting self-regulation in line with

local cultural norms

content, it does not main-
tain a publicly accessible
list of blocked links or cat-

such as Netflix, Amazon
Prime Video, YouTube,
Vimeo, and Dailymotion. These platforms are not
subject to a blanket ban by the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA). In contrast, Pakistani
OTT platforms have chosen not to host such content,
reflecting self-regulation in line with local cultural
norms. The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) has the legal authority and technical capability
to block streaming services such as Netflix, Amazon
Prime Video, YouTube, Vimeo, and Dailymotion in
Pakistan. This power is exercised under Section 37
of the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (PECA)
2016, which empowers the PTA to remove or block
online content deemed detrimental to national secu-
rity, public order, decency, or morality.

The PTA has a history of blocking YouTube, in-
cluding a major ban from 2012 to 2016 following the
release of a film deemed blasphemous. It has also,
in 2025, blocked multiple Indian YouTube channels
and specific video links for spreading propaganda.

In 2021, the PTA informed the Islamabad High
Court that it had blocked 452 links to a movie on
Netflix containing content considered “blasphe-
mous”.

In 2020, the PTA blocked 5 apps (Tinder, Tagged,
Skout, Grindr, and SayHi) for not complying with
local laws regarding “immoral/indecent” content.
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The PTA utilises a Web Monitoring System (WMS)
and, more recently, a national firewall system (Deep
Packet Inspection) to filter and block content at the
IP level. While the PTA can block these services,
such actions are usually taken based on orders from
the government, courts, or for violating content
guidelines regarding blasphemy or national security.
Data on viewership suggests that
exposure to lesbian-themed
online content in Pakistan is pre-
dominantly among younger audi-
ences. Approximately 33 per cent
of viewers are in the 18-24 age
group, while around 31 per cent
are between 25 and 34 years old

Key points on recent regulations

These rules empower the PTA to compel major
social media companies and streaming platforms to
remove content. The PTA is currently pushing for
the registration of VPNs and has threatened to block
unregistered VPNs, which are often used to bypass
such content restrictions. While the PTA has broad
powers, actions to ban entire platforms have previ-
ously been challenged in high courts, sometimes
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egories. This lack of trans-
parency hinders citizens
from knowing which content has been restricted, the
reasons for the restrictions, and the duration of the
blocks.

Cultural context

Pakistan’s constitutional and social framework
is deeply rooted in Islamic values, where same-sex
relationships are neither legally recognised nor wide-
ly accepted. However, the digital landscape operates
independently of these norms, creating a disconnect
between social values and online consumption.

Policy recommendations

Media analysts recommend that Pakistan urgent-
ly needs a national OTT and digital content policy.
Key suggestions include establishing a PTA trans-
parency portal listing blocked URLSs, implementing
clear age-classification rules for streaming content,
and expanding the advisory role of film censorship
authorities in the digital realm.

Conclusion

The availability of lesbian-themed streaming
content in Pakistan is not a result of local promo-
tion but rather a consequence of unregulated digital
access and global content strategies. Without updat-
ed laws, transparent regulation, and informed public
discourse, Pakistan’s digital space will continue to
evolve outside its cultural and legal frameworks.

FEBRUARY, 2026
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orld Eco-

nomic Fo-

rum Annu-

al Meeting
2026 at Davos 2026 high-
lighted the importance of
the race over Al, comput-
ing, and control of data. It
emphasised that economic
strength is now driven by
intelligence-driven growth,
with Al, robotics, and dig-
ital infrastructure playing
key roles. Early investment
in these areas can signifi-
cantly benefit Pakistan’s
future economy, especially
given its young population.

Bilal Bin Saqib, speak-
ing at the World Econom-
ic Forum Annual Meeting
2026 in Davos outside the
hall, emphasised that Pa-
kistan’s youth can lead the
next wave of economic
growth through technolo-
gy without relying solely
on capital. However, for
Pakistan’s startup ecosys-
tem to compete globally,
stronger government poli-
cies and infrastructure sup-
port are needed. To build a
powerful global image and
attract investment, startup
founders in Pakistan re-
quire incentives, support-
ive frameworks, funding,
and an improved business
environment. Connectivity
and power challenges must
also be addressed to boost
the digital economy.

The discussions at Da-
vos 2026 highlighted the
importance of Al as foun-
dational infrastructure
rather than just a break-
through technology. Start-
ups must demonstrate how
Al improves efficiency,
speed, or decision quality
to attract global investors.
Investors are increasingly
interested in markets with
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WEF sees

F

Al-potential in
Pakistani youth to
make countr

global tech h{lb

While Al engineering talent is abundant, leadership and

strategy are crucial for successful Al initiatives. Pakistan

needs leaders who can bridge Al, economics, regulation,
and deployment to drive ecosystem maturity
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on innovation, aerospace,
emerging  technologies,
and incubation strategies,
showcasing Pakistan’s po-
tential as a hub for tech-
nology-led entrepreneur-
ship and startup growth.
The session formed a key
part of Pathfinder Group’s
WEF Davos 2026 en-
gagement, reinforcing Pa-
kistan’s participation in
global conversations on
technology, innovation,
and startup development.
Air  Vice Marshal
(Retd) Asadlkramempha-
sised CITADEL’s mission
to bridge academia, indus-
try, and innovation, en-

Haris Baig

A

bling Pakistan’ thand
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ly i ing technol
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si highlighted the role of
scalable innovation, digital
transformation, and inter-
national collaboration in
driving sustainable eco-
nomic growth.

Air Commodore
(Retd) Khalid Banuri
spoke on strengthening
Pakistan’s start-up eco-
system through strategic
policy alignment, incuba-
tion support, and a focus
on deep-tech innovation.
Air Commodore (Retd)
Farhan Ahmad shared in-
sights on incubation mod-
els, capacity building, and
creating investor-ready
start-ups with global mar-
ket access. Imran Jattala
highlighted entrepreneur-
ship development, innova-
tion-led growth, and the
importance of structured
platforms in nurturing
high-potential  start-ups.
Salman Ali presented the
business plan of VRG's
new product, “My Medi
Court,” outlining its in-

QRUM

1

strong governance, regu-

latory clarity, and operational discipline. Pakistani
founders must focus on credibility through clean
governance, regulatory compliance, and sustain-
able business models. While Al engineering talent
is abundant, leadership and strategy are crucial for
successful Al initiatives. Pakistan needs leaders who
can bridge Al, economics, regulation, and deploy-
ment to drive ecosystem maturity. Responsible Al is
now a market access requirement, with transparent
data practices and risk frameworks becoming essen-
tial for startups. Vertical Al solutions that solve in-
dustry-specific problems are preferred over horizon-
tal platforms. Investors are prioritising startups with
revenue clarity, defensible economics, and paths to
profitability. Pakistani founders can leverage their
capital efficiency as a strength in this disciplined in-
vestment landscape. National branding opens doors,
but founder readiness sustains engagement at the
company level. Pakistan must pair global exposure
with rigorous preparation to convert attention into
outcomes.

The key takeaway from Davos 2026 is that the
global Al economy rewards those who are prepared.
Pakistan’s startup ecosystem has the potential to
succeed by translating its talent and relevance into
disciplined execution and responsible innovation.
By internalising these lessons, Pakistan can integrate
economically on the global stage.

The Pathfinder Group hosted the “Pathfinder
CITADEL Start-Up” at the Pakistan Pavilion during
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the World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meet-
ing, Davos 2026. The event brought together partic-
ipants, including entrepreneurs, technology profes-
sionals, policymakers, and leaders of the innovation
ecosystem.

The session was hosted by Air Vice Marshal
(Retd) Asadlkram, President CITADEL, and was
graced by KhalifaAlShamsi, Chief Executive Offi-
cer, e& life, as the chief guest, highlighting the role of
innovation, technology, and entrepreneurship in Pa-
kistan’s growth. The event featured key contributions
from Air Commodore (Retd) Khalid Banuri, Princi-
pal Advisor CITADEL; Air Commodore (Retd) Far-
han Ahmed, Project Director CITADEL; and Imran

The discussions at Davos 2026
highlighted the importance of Al
as foundational infrastructure
rather than just a breakthrough
technology

Jattala, Vice President CITADEL, who shared in-
sights on building a strong startup ecosystem, deep-
tech innovation, and entrepreneurship development.

For more than two decades, Pathfinder Group
has played a central role at Davos by convening Pa-
kistan-focused dialogues through the Pakistan Pavil-
ion, fostering innovation, collaboration, and engage-
ment with global leaders. The Pathfinder CITADEL
Start-Up provided a high-level platform for dialogue

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK

novation value, market
relevance, and growth potential within the digital
healthcare ecosystem.

During the session, eight start-ups presented their
business models and pitched their ideas to investors,
showcasing innovative solutions and reflecting the
depth of entrepreneurial talent emerging from Paki-
stan. The Pathfinder CITADEL Start-Up served as a
high-level platform connecting start-ups with global
stakeholders, investors, and industry leaders, rein-
forcing Pakistan’s position as an emerging hub for
innovation, entrepreneurship, and technology-led
growth at WEF Davos 2026.

Concluding the session with a vote of thanks,
Ikram Sehgal, Co-Chairman, Pathfinder Group, ac-
knowledged the speakers, start-ups, and participants.
He reaffirmed Pathfinder Group’s commitment to
advancing innovation-led growth and supporting Pa-
kistan's start-up ecosystem through initiatives such
as CITADEL.

The World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual
Meeting 2026 concluded, with participants widely
stressing that a rapidly changing world requires more
dialogue and stronger cooperation amid global chal-
lenges.

In closing remarks, WEF President BorgeBrende
said dialogue is essential to moving the world for-
ward, noting that strengthening markets, facilitating
engagement, addressing conflicts and achieving in-
clusive growth all depend on decision-makers talking
to each other.

FEBRUARY, 2026
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Govt introduces QR
codes, '1'I'S to curb
tax evasion,
unauthorised sale

e
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QR codes, being the most widely used tool, are a massive

policy change to speed up the digital transformation of

Pakistan. This step

is a decisive, nationwide initiative to

radically decrease the high dependence of the country
on cash transactions and officially enter a digitised retail

cconomy

he government has made QR codes man-

datory for all retail outlets and shops na-

tionwide to enhance tax monitoring, boost

digital payments, and reduce reliance on
cash. This initiative is part of the “Cashless Paki-
stan” programme to broaden the tax base and curb
the informal economy.

The federal government has ordered all retail
stores in the country to provide at least one form
of digital payment, with QR codes being the most
widely used tool, in a massive policy change to
speed up the digital transformation of Pakistan.
This step is a decisive, nationwide initiative to rad-
ically decrease the high dependence of the country
on cash transactions and officially enter a digitised
retail economy.

Minister of State of Finance, Bilal Azhar Kiani,
announced it in a policy discussion organised by the
Institute of Public Opinion Research (IPOR). The
Minister verified that executive orders are currently
in force, and all retailers in Islamabad and all prov-
inces are to incorporate a digital payment solution.
The project is part of the government’s Cashless
Pakistan programme, aimed at increasing financial
inclusion, improving transparency, and formalising
a large part of the undocumented economy.

Bilal Azhar Kiani said that retailers and mer-
chants nationwide have been advised to switch to
digital payment systems, and that the federal and
the provincial governments are working to enact
supportive legislation to ensure that all retailers
implement this programme and that jurisdictional
complexities are considered, since retail regulation
is mostly within provincial jurisdiction.
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The comments were made by the Minister when
IPOR presented its nationwide study, Track and
Trace Compliance in the Tobacco Industry Volume
II, which revealed that there were serious regulato-
ry loopholes in the compliance of the tobacco in-
dustry with the Track and Trace System (TTS) of
the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR). The system
will prevent tax evasion and sale of illegal cigarettes
through the digitisation of production.

In direct response to the findings of the report,
Kiani reiterated that there would be zero tolerance
for non-compliance. He announced that the govern-
ment would step up the crackdown on illegal cig-
arette brands and greatly increase the monitoring
of the tobacco retail market. His words were an as-
surance for legitimate businesses that no measures
would be taken against retailers who sold legally

INSIGHT | FLARE REPORT [ ]

The two-fold announcement, which links the
compulsory digitisation of payments to a crack-
down on illegal trade, is an indicator of a concerted
fiscal policy. The government hopes to establish an
auditable financial trail by digitising transactions at
the retail level, which will make tax evasion harder.
At the same time, the implementation of the Track
and Trace System (TTS) in high-value industries
such as tobacco, it is aimed at combating organised
tax fraud on both the manufacturing and distribu-
tion levels. This two-pronged strategy is aimed at
expanding the tax base, increasing formal economic
activity, and creating a more transparent and digital-
ly resilient financial ecosystem that will serve Paki-
stan in the future.

Meanwhile, QR codes have become a routine
part of daily life, showing up on emails, posters,
menus, invoices, and login screens. Security-savvy
users have learned to treat links with caution, but
QR codes still carry an assumption of safety. Re-
searchers from Deakin University have examined
how visually stylised QR codes are being used in
quishing attacks.

Their study introduces a detection method that
evaluates QR codes based on their structure rather
than the link they contain, with a focus on visually
stylised designs that use colours, shapes, logos, and
background images.

QR codes hide their destination until scanned.
This design helps attackers bypass automated in-
spection and limits visibility for users until scanning
occurs. Email gateways examine URLSs in plain text.
A QR code image avoids that inspection step.

Fancy QR codes further complicate detection.
Their layouts no longer resemble the familiar black
and white grid. Logos appear in the centre. Mod-
ules become rounded, stretched, or recoloured.
Background images blend into the code. These de-
sign changes preserve scan success while disrupting
visual and structural assumptions used by existing
detection tools.

Recent industry reporting shows that 22% of
reported QR code-related attacks were quishing.
Attackers have also begun using LLMs to produce
persuasive lure text that accompanies QR codes in
emails and printed material.

QR code abuse has also triggered warnings from
regulators and drawn attention from threat intelli-
gence teams.

According to reporting by NordVPN, 73% of
Americans scan QR codes without verifying the
destination, and more than 26 million users have
been redirected to malicious websites. In 2025, the
U.S. Federal Trade Commission warned consum-
ers that QR codes on unexpected packages should
be treated as suspicious. New York City’s Depart-
ment of Transportation issued a similar warning
after discovering fraudulent QR codes placed on
parking meters. Threat actors have also adopted the
technique. North Korean state-sponsored hackers
linked to the Kimsuky group have embedded ma-
licious QR codes in targeted spear-phishing emails.
These campaigns redirect victims to fake login pages
for services such as Microsoft 365, Okta, and VPN
portals to harvest credentials and session tokens.
Russian-linked threat actors have carried out related
QR-based phishing campaigns targeting UK mem-
bers of parliament and their staff.

The work also introduces FAST, a supporting
method that helps correct

compliant products. None-
theless, brands that are not

will be subjected to strict
regulatory measures by

enforcement.

The government hopes to

within the TTS framework  establish an auditable financial
trail by digitising transactions at
enhancing monitoring andthe retail level, which will make tax™ents:
evasion harder

visual distortions common
in decorative QR codes,
which improves the reli-
ability of these early assess-

The researchers validat-
ed the approach using a di-

Kiani further explained
that the crackdown would not be limited to retail
points of sale. He also mentioned that warehouses
and transportation routes are under surveillance,
which is a comprehensive approach to destroying
the supply chains of illegal trade. The government
hopes that such enhanced enforcement will signifi-
cantly enhance TTS compliance, which will seal
huge revenue holes and raise the amount of govern-
ment revenue recorded in the sector.
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verse set of fancy QR codes
and demonstrated its practical relevance through a
mobile application. Testing showed that the meth-
od can operate alongside existing QR readers rather
than replacing them, supporting its use in everyday
scanning scenarios.
Taken together, the results position ALFA as a
timely response to quishing attacks that align with
how QR codes are designed and used.
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akistan is moving
forward with the
implementation
of satellite-based
internet services to ad-
dress connectivity gaps
in remote areas, with a
strong focus on national
security, data protection,
and regulatory oversight.
The Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority
(PTA) and the Pakistan
Space Activities Regula-
tory Board (PSARB) have
established frameworks to
regulate low Earth orbit
(LEO) and fixed satellite
services, ensuring compli-
ance with local standards
before foreign operators
can launch. This cau-
tious approach reflects
concerns about data sov-
ereignty and the need to [gu s
modernise digital infra-
structure without compro- |
mising strategic interests. g
The regulatory jour-
ney began with the Na- §
tional Space Policy of [
2023 and the Space Activ-
ities Rules of 2024, which
designated PSARB as
the primary authority for
overseeing space-related ¥
activities.  International
companies are required *
to register with PSARB
before applying for oper-
ational licences from the
PTA. A draft framework
for Fixed Satellite Services
(FSS) licences, introduced '
in 2025, simplifies the pro-
cess by offering a single
national licence valid for
15 years,reduced fees, and
clear rollout timelines.
Operators must establish
gateway earth stations
within Pakistan within
18 months of approval to
maintain domestic control
and prevent unauthorised
access to critical infra-
structure.
National security con-
siderations play a signifi-
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Data protection is a key aspect of the regulatory
approach for prohibiting offshore storage of Pakistani
user data for services that require local handling.
Cross-border data transfers are restricted, and all user
terminals must be registered locally
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Satellite-based
Internet service to
address connectivity ===
gap, protect data
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approvals and a No Ob-
jection Certificate (NOC),
while Amazon’s Project
Kuiper is targeting a 2026
rollout, alongside Europe-
an and Chinese operators.
These companies offer
low-latency, high-speed
broadband services suit-

cal regulations, including
building infrastructure do-
mestically and adhering
to content blocking direc-
tives from the PTA.

The balanced regu-
latory strategy aims to
attract investment and
technological  advance-
ment while safeguarding
sovereignty. Unchecked
foreign systems could
pose risks to national cy-
® ber governance, foreign
exchange reserves, and
strategic communications,
prompting the enforce-
ment of local data host-
ing and gateway control
measures. The framework
also supports domestic
capabilities, positioning
PakSat and SUPARCO
initiatives as complemen-
tary alternatives to foreign
LEO networks.

Challenges  remain,
including delays in fi-
! nalisinglicences due
to multi-agency coor-
dination and the need
for robust enforcement
" mechanisms. Industry
stakeholders have provid-
ed feedback on drafts, em-
phasising the importance
of streamlined processes
to expedite rollout. Suc-
cessful implementation
could transform Paki-
stan’s digital landscape,
expanding access to reli-
able internet for millions
while upholding stringent
safeguards.

As the regulatory pro-
cess nears completion, ex-
pectations are high for ini-

cant role in the licensing
regime, influenced by regional tensions and the stra-
tegic importance of communication networks. Pro-
visions allow the government to suspend services
during emergencies or for security reasons, and
foreign providers undergo strict vetting, including
spectrum allocation coordination and compliance
with cybersecurity protocols. The PTA has estab-
lished a Satellite Directorate to oversee applications
and ensure alignment with national interests. This
framework addresses concerns about potential risks
associated with unrestricted satellite access, such as
bypassing firewalls,circumventing content restric-
tions, or exposing sensitive data to external entities.
Data protection is a key aspect of the regulatory
approach for prohibiting offshore storage of Paki-
stani user data for services that require local han-
dling. Cross-border data transfers are restricted, and
all user terminals must be registered locally. These
measures support broader data sovereignty objec-
tives, including the draft Personal Data Protection
framework, which emphasises secure handling and
localisation of critical information. By mandating
local gateways and prohibiting foreign operational
control, the government wants to protect privacy,
prevent unauthorised surveillance, and maintain
regulatory authority over digital communications
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in an era of advancing technology.

The push for satellite internet will address the
digital divide, particularly in rural and remote areas
where traditional broadband services are lacking.
Pakistan’s PakSat-MM1 multi-mission communica-
tion satellite, launched in collaboration with China
and operational since 2024, provides high-through-
put services but relies on geostationary technology
with limitations in latency and coverage compared
to LEO systems. Domestic efforts through SUPAR-

'The push for satellite internet will
address the digital divide,
particularly in rural and remote
areas where traditional
broadband services are lacking

CO and partnerships with entities like the National
Telecommunication Corporation seek to enhance
connectivity, including backhaul support for mobile
operators and applications in e-governance, tele-ed-
ucation, and telemedicine.

International interest in Pakistan’s satellite in-
ternet sector has increased, with global players like
Starlink and Amazon’s Project Kuiper engaging
with regulators. Starlink has received provisional
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tial launches by late 2025
or early 2026, contingent on compliance. This de-
velopment underscores Pakistan's commitment to a
secure, sovereign digital future amidst rapid global
advancements in satellite technology.

Starlink and Amazon’s Project Kuiper have not
been abandoned in Pakistan; rather, they are await-
ing final regulatory approvals from the Pakistan
Space Activities Regulatory Board (PSARB) and
the Frequency Allocation Board (FAB. Despite de-
lays, Starlink holds a temporary NOC, and Ama-
zon has engaged in talks to launch services by 2026.
Starlink was granted a temporary license in March
2025. The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) is waiting on the PSARB for permanent reg-
istration.

Project Kuiper (Amazon) formally engaged
with the Ministry of IT and Telecommunication
with plans for a 2026 launch. Reports indicate bu-
reaucratic hurdles, such as slow licensing from the
PSARB, have delayed official operations. Others:
Besides Starlink and Kuiper, other providers like
OneWeb and a Chinese provider (SSST) are also in
the process.

The government is still in the process of finalis-
ing the regulatory framework for these operators to
provide high-speed internet in remote areas.
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Zong partners with Pak-EPA for major
tree plantation drive in Islamabad

Islamabad: Zong, a lead-
ing information services and
technology innovation com-
pany in Pakistan, has teamed
up with the Pakistan Environ-
mental Protection Agency
(Pak-EPA) to launch a Tree
Plantation Drive in Islamabad
as part of its Green and Low
Carbon Initiatives.

The partnership was for-
malized at a ceremony held at
Zong Headquarters, signify-
ing a significant move towards
enhancing collaboration be-
tween the public and private
sectors for environmental sus-
tainability. The initiative
kicked off with the planting
of the first sapling by key rep-
resentatives including Syed
Abrar Hussain, Director Gen-
eral Pak-EPA; Dr. Mohsina
Zubair, Director Pak-EPA;
Nabila Yazdani, Head of Cor-
porate Communications,

Brand, and Sustainability at
Zong; and Andleeb Aslam,
Deputy Director Corporate
Communications and Sus-
tainability at Zong.

Under
around 3,500 native trees will
be planted in designated areas
of Islamabad to address envi-

this initiative,

ronmental issues such as cli-
mate change, air pollution,
biodiversity loss, and the im-
pact of urbanization on the
city's ecosystem.

Nabila Yazdani high-
lighted Zong's commitment to
environmental responsibility
and sustainability, emphasiz-
ing the company's dedication

to integrating sustainable
practices into its operations.
She emphasized the impor-
tance of working closely with
national stakeholders to cre-
ate a lasting positive impact
on the environment in Islam-
abad and beyond.

Syed Abrar Hussain, DG

Pak-EPA, stressed the signifi-
cance of collaborative efforts
in addressing environmental
challenges. He noted that the
partnership between Zong
and Pak-EPA demonstrates
how effective public-private
partnerships can lead to meas-
urable environmental benefits,
enhancing Islamabad's green
infrastructure and improving
air quality, biodiversity, and
climate resilience.

In addition to tree plant-
ing, the collaboration will in-
volve public awareness
campaigns to promote com-
munity involvement and fos-
ter a culture of
environmental stewardship.
These initiatives are expected
to contribute to carbon se-
questration, reduce the urban
heat island effect, and pro-
mote long-term ecological
sustainability.m

WB President visits Gurdwara
Panja Sahib

Islamabad: Ajay Banga,
President of the World Bank,
made a visit to Hassan Abdal
as part of his official trip to
Pakistan. During his visit, he

in religious ceremonies, vis-
ited the main sanctum, and
joined in the Langar (com-
munity kitchen) activities.
The Sikh community warmly
recelved h1m and honoured

paJd his respects at Gurdwara

LT T

Panja Sahib.
He was joined by Federal
Minister for Finance

Muhammad Aurangzeb and
Punjab Minister for Minority
Affairs Ramesh Singh Arora.

Ajay Banga participated

him with a traditional siropa
(robe of honor) as a sign of
respect.

The police implemented
strict security measures to en-
sure the safety of the delega-
tion during the visit.m

Indus Al Week 2026 posters
displayed inside Tim Hortons

Islamabad: Promotional
posters for Indus AI Week
2026, a nationwide technology
and artificial intelligence initia-
tive, have been prominently dis-
played inside various Tim
Hortons outlets across Pak-
istan.

The posters showcase a va-
riety of initiatives, including
Technology and Innovation
Hubs, GovTech and De-
fenceTech showcases, AR/VR
and robotics demonstrations,
Al bootcamps, national train-
ing programs, esports champi-
onships, industry expos, and
global collaboration events.

Organized under Tech Des-
tination Pakistan with the sup-
port of the Ministry of IT &
Telecom, this initiative aims to
engage urban youth, profes-

sionals, and digitally active au-
diences through a strategic out-
reach effort. While there has
been no official statement from
Tim Hortons or the event or-
ganizers regarding the in-store
promotional activity, the move
is seen as an innovative ap-
proach to raising awareness

and participation in Pakistan's
rapidly evolving artificial intel-
ligence and technology land-
scape.m

TCS Group and Nippon Express Group partner to en-
hance logistics and trade connectivity

Islamabad: TCS Group has
formed a strategic partnership
with Nippon Express Group,
with Nippon Express Group
acquiring a minority stake in
TCS Logistics (Private) Lim-
ited as part of the agreement.
This collaboration will en-
hance access to global markets
for Pakistani businesses and
consumers through Nippon
Express Group's extensive in-
ternational presence. In return,
Nippon Express Group will
utilize TCS Logistics' nation-
wide network, operational
knowledge, and established
customer base to bolster logis-
tics capabilities in Pakistan.

Saira Awan, President of
TCS Group, emphasized the

significance of this partnership
for both TCS and Pakistan's lo-
gistics industry, showcasing
growing international confi-
dence in Pakistan's market fun-

damentals. This alliance will

enable the delivery of cutting-
edge, technology-driven supply
chain solutions that connect
local businesses with the global
economy.

With over 40 years of expe-

rience, TCS Group has earned
a reputation for reliability, na-
tionwide coverage, and excep-
tional service. TCS Logistics,
the core logistics division of
the Group, manages a compre-
hensive domestic infrastructure
encompassing land transporta-
tion, warehousing, distribu-
tion, and cross-border logistics
connections.

Through collaborative ef-
forts, TCS Logistics aims to
contribute to the advancement
of Pakistan's logistics land-
scape by offering technology-
driven logistics and supply
chain services that add value
for customers within and out-
side Pakistan.

Nippon Express Group

highlighted that this partner-
ship will allow them to lever-
age TCS Logistics' domestic
network and customer base to
enhance operations in Pak-
istan. Additionally, they plan
to develop new logistics serv-
ices and address evolving mar-
ket demands, particularly in
trade routes connecting Pak-
istan with Central Asia. As a
prominent global logistics con-
glomerate, Nippon Express
Group operates in over 50
countries and regions world-
wide, offering a wide range of
logistics solutions such as air
and ocean freight, land trans-
portation, warehousing, supply
chain management, and spe-
cialized logistics services.m

B NATIONAL NEWS

Pakistan Embassy in
Kabul holds Kashmir
Solidarity Day
ceremony

Kabul: The Embassy of
Pakistan in Kabul organized a
solemn ceremony to mark
Kashmir Solidarity Day, reaf-
firming Pakistan's unwavering
support for the just struggle of
the Kashmiri people for their
right to self-determination.

Addressing the gathering,
Ambassador Ubaid-ur-
Rehman Nizamani empha-
sized that the destinies of
Pakistanis and Kashmiris are
deeply intertwined and bound
by a shared spiritual and ideo-
logical relationship. He stated
that a strong Pakistan,
grounded in its ideological
foundations, is essential for the
realization of Kashmir’s free-
dom, while the fulfillment of
the legitimate rights of the
Kashmiri people is vital for the
complete realization of Pak-
istan’s own ideology.m

DIB Pakistan cele-
brates indoor rac-
ing at 18th
International Inter
School Rowing

Regatta

Karachi: DIB Pakistan
hosted an Indoor Rowing
Competition as part of the
18th International Inter School
Annual Rowing Regatta. The
event featured student rowers
from various age groups, pro-
moting endurance and techni-
cal skills.

Medals were awarded to
outstanding  athletes by
Muhammad Ali Gulfaraz, em-
phasizing the importance of
sports in youth development.
The competition aims to en-
courage participation and ex-
cellence in rowing.

Karachi Boat Club's com-
mitment to nurturing rowing
talent was highlighted. The Re-
gatta attracted over 600 student
athletes from Pakistan and
abroad, promoting cross-cul-
tural exchange and enhancing
Pakistan's rowing reputation.=
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Morocco and Pak-
istan strengthen de-
fence cooperation
through strategic
agreement

Islamabad: Morocco and
Pakistan have taken a signifi-
cant step towards strengthen-
ing their bilateral defence
relationship by signing a MoU
recently. The aim is to expand
cooperation in various military
and security areas, reflecting a
mutual goal to diversify strate-
gic partnerships, enhance do-
mestic defence capabilities,
and promote South-South co-
operation. The agreement
leverages Pakistan's established
military industrial base and
Morocco's growing regional
defence presence.

The MoU focuses on co-
development, technology
transfer, and sharing expertise
in defence manufacturing to
support the growth of domes-
tic defence industries in both
countries.m

Morocco's govern-
ment rolls out a
programme to

help populations in
flood-hit areas

Rabat (Morocco) The Mo-
roccan government is provid-
ing assistance to populations
affected by flooding in the
north and west of the country
due to heavy rainfall. Financial
aid of up to MAD 6,000 per
family, support for repairing
homes and businesses, and re-
building collapsed homes will
be offered. Affected individu-
als can apply for aid by sending
a text message with their
CNIE number. Farmers will
receive support for spring crops
and livestock. The program
aligns with the Royal High
Care initiative for efficient
evacuation and relocation of
affected populations.=

1st Pakistani fash-
ion brand opens in
Dhaka

Dhaka: Maria B has made
history by opening its first offi-
cial store in  Dhaka,
Bangladesh. This marks the
first time an international
women's clothing brand has
entered the Bangladeshi retail
market. The move has been
well-received by industry ex-
perts and leaders, signaling a
positive step towards a more
vibrant and competitive fash-
ion industry in Bangladesh.

The presence of Maria B in
Dhaka offers local customers
an international shopping ex-
perience and opens up new op-
portunities for growth and
innovation in the country's
fashion market.m
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Tim Hortons Blue Area in Islamabad
experiences rapid sales growth

Islamabad: The Tim Hor-
tons branch in Blue Area, Is-
lamabad, is thriving with
increased foot traffic and sales,
showcasing the rising popular-
ity of international café cul-
ture in Pakistan. The outlet
has become a favourite among
locals and foreigners, receiv-
ing positive feedback for its
improved service quality, con-
sistent taste standards, and en-
hanced in-store atmosphere.

Industry experts attribute
this success to operational ef-

growing acceptance of pre-
mium coffee and bakery prod-

ucts. Blue Area's transforma-
tion into a commercial and
lifestyle hub has further

boosted Tim Hortons' per-
formance, attracting a diverse
range of customers through-
out the day. This success re-
flects a broader trend in
Pakistan's urban consumption
habits, with customers valuing
brands and experiences.

Tim Hortons Blue Area is
solidifying its position as a top
performer in Islamabad's café
scene, contributing to the
growth of Pakistan's quick-
service restaurant and coffee-
house market.=

Guest house rates fall in Is-
lamabad’s upscale sectors
amid drop in Afghan arrivals

Islamabad: Rates at guest
houses in upscale sectors of
the federal capital have de-
creased recently due to a
drop in demand following
stricter visa enforcement and
reduced cross-border move-
ment involving Afghan na-
tionals.

Nightly room rates in sec-
tors like E-11 and F-11 now
range between Rs2,000 and
Rs4,500, compared to higher
averages seen in previous
months. Operators in E-11

have noted a decrease in oc-
cupancy levels, prompting
them to adjust rates to stay
competitive. A similar trend
is observed in F-11, where
discounted offers are being
used to attract bookings.
While official data on oc-
cupancy rates is not avail-

able, industry experts suggest
that the decline in demand is
partly due to changes in visa
policies and border manage-
ment affecting cross-border
movement. The increase in
supply in E-11 has also inten-
sified competition among
guest house operators, lead-
ing to immediate rate adjust-
ments when demand
decreases. Despite lower
rates, operational costs re-
main high, including electric-
ity tariffs, security, and

staffing expenses. It is un-
clear whether the current rate
decline is temporary or part
of a longer correction cycle.
Overall, Islamabad's short-
term accommodation market
is adapting to new realities,
offering consumers lower
rates in the short term.m

Pakistan envoy visits MGIMO,
explores academic coopera-
tion with Russian institution

Moscow: Pakistan’s Am-
bassador to the Russian Feder-
ation, Faisal Niaz Tirmizi,
visited the Moscow State Insti-
tute of International Relations
(MGIMO University) and
held detailed discussions with
the university’s Rector, Pro-
fessor Anatoly Torkunov, on
expanding academic and re-

search collaboration.

MGIMO operates under
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Russian Federa-
tion and is regarded as one of
Russia’s leading institutions
in international relations and
diplomacy.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the Embassy
of Pakistan in Moscow, the
two sides explored prospects
for strengthening cooperation
between MGIMO and promi-

nent Pakistani universities
and think tanks. Discussions
focused on promoting aca-
demic exchanges, launching
joint research initiatives, and
organizing scientific and cul-
tural events to deepen institu-
tional linkages.

During the visit, Ambas-
sador Tirmizi also interacted

with Russian students who
are studying Pakistan and the
broader region. He appreci-
ated their keen interest in
Pakistan and commended
their proficiency in the Urdu
language.

The meeting was held in a
cordial and constructive at-
mosphere, with both sides
reaffirming their commit-
ment to enhancing collabora-
tion in academic and
scientific fields.m

Nepotism,

Islamabad: After the regula-
tory approval of Ufone's ac-
quisition of Telenor
Pakistan, serious allegations
have surfaced against the for-
mer management of Telenor
Pakistan. They are accused
of nepotism, making deci-
sions based on personal in-
terests, and mismanagement
that led to the company's
sale.

Industry experts note that

mismanagement and consumer de-
ception led to the downfall of Telenor in Pakistan

Telenor's network was al-
ready facing issues, and poor
planning and administrative
failures worsened service
quality. Similar practices are
now reportedly affecting Te-
lenor's subsidiary, easypaisa.
Insiders claim that ads are
being displayed in the easy-
paisa app without user con-
sent to suggest that Telenor
Pakistan has not been sold,
despite the acquisition being

approved. Critics argue that
this is misleading and ex-
ploits consumers, especially
when ads appear on personal
financial platforms. Placing
ads without permission may
violate consumer protection
and data privacy regulations.

Allegations of misman-
agement in Telenor's HR,
Marketing, and PR depart-
ments have also tarnished the
company's reputation. Indus-

try stakeholders are calling
on regulators like the

PTA and SBP to investi-
gate these practices, ensure
transparency in ownership
transition, and hold account-
able those responsible for
misleading the public.

It is crucial to prioritize
consumer rights and rebuild
trust in digital and telecom
services for Pakistan's digital
economy to thrive.m
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Mashreq and Ufone partner to deliver
seamless digital telco services via app

Islamabad: Mashreq Pak-
istan has announced a strate-
gic partnership with Ufone,
aimed at bringing essential
telecom services directly into
the Mashreq app. Customers
will now be able to top up their
mobile credit and purchase
Ufone bundles without leaving
their banking interface mark-
ing a new step in digital serv-
ice integration

As more consumers gravi-
tate toward bundled digital of-
ferings, this collaboration is
designed to meet growing de-
mand for seamless, unified
platforms. By embedding telco
services into its app, Mashreq
is transforming how customers
access and manage everyday
needs offering not just conven-
ience, but a reimagined digital
lifestyle experience.

“We are constantly looking

for ways to make everyday
services easier and more acces-
sible for our customers,” said
Hamayun Sajjad, CEOQO,
Mashreq Pakistan. “With the
growing demand for mobile
data and bundles, this partner-
ship ensures our customers

“Integrating Ufone’s products
& services into the Mashreq
app gives customers a simpler
way to stay connected. This
partnership reflects our focus
on ease, access, and everyday
relevance. We're committed to

can access what they need
quickly, securely, and directly
through the Mashreq app.”
Syed Atif Raza, Group
Chief Commercial Officer,
PTCL & Ufone 4G added,

shaping experiences that fit

naturally into people’s lives,
and this collaboration is an-
other step in that direction.”
The move comes as telcos
and digital banks across the re-
gion explore new ways to col-

laborate, offering services that
go beyond their traditional
roles. For Ufone, this marks an
opportunity to meet customers
where they are digitally, se-
curely, and conveniently.

For Mashreq, the partner-
ship aligns with its broader
ambition to embed real-world
services into its digital banking
ecosystem. It also reflects the
bank’s commitment to en-
abling financial inclusion and
lifestyle convenience through
local insight and global best
practices.

As part of its ‘Rise Every
Day’ philosophy, Mashreq
continues to invest in innova-
tions that empower users
across all segments, from
everyday consumers to small
businesses, building a smarter,
more connected financial fu-
ture for Pakistan.m

PV Add Value, Continent World-
wide Hotels sign MoU to elevate
hospitality standards in Pakistan

Islamabad: In a significant
development for Pakistan’s
hospitality sector, V Add
Value has signed a Memoran-

dum of Understanding
(MoU) with Continent World-
wide Hotels with the aim of
improving and revitalizing
hospitality standards across
the country.

This agreement signifies a
strategic partnership between
the two organizations, focus-
ing on enhancing service qual-
ity, operational excellence,

and international best prac-
tices within Pakistan's ex-
panding hotel and tourism
industry.

Through this collabora-
tion, both parties will work
closely to introduce globally
recognized hospitality models,
enhance management systems,
and support the development
of premium hotel and residen-
tial projects in key cities. The
initiative is anticipated to at-
tract foreign investment and in-
crease confidence in Pakistan’s
tourism and real estate sectors.

Officials from both organi-
zations are optimistic that the
partnership will create new op-
portunities for local develop-
ers, hospitality professionals,
and investors. By aligning with
international standards, the
agreement aims to position
Pakistan as a competitive des-
tination for both business and
leisure travelers.m

TCS signs four strategic MoUs
with Kazakhstan

Islamabad: The TCS
Group has signed four strate-
gic Memorandums of Under-
standing with prominent
institutions from Kazakhstan
during the Pakistan-Kaza-
khstan Business Forum in Is-
lamabad.

The agreements were inked
with the Chamber of Interna-
tional Commerce of Kaza-
khstan, Baiterek National
Investment Holding Company,
KUSTO Logistics LLP, and
Qazpost, Kazakhstan's na-
tional postal organization.

These MoUs were final-
ized during President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev’s significant
visit to Pakistan and align with
the Joint Declaration on Estab-
lishing Strategic Partnership
between the two countries,
which emphasizes increased
cooperation in political, eco-
nomic, connectivity, educa-
tion, and technology sectors.

These new partnerships po-

sition TCS as a key player in
facilitating cross-border logis-
tics, finance, trade, and tech-
nology collaboration between
Pakistan and Kazakhstan.
During the signing cere-
mony, Khalid Awan, Chair-

ey ,'ﬂ 5 ...

man of TCS Group,
expressed confidence in the
company's ability to boost
economic engagement be-
tween the two nations and
highlighted the potential for
bilateral trade and invest-
ment. He also announced
TCS's plans to establish an of-
fice in Astana soon.=

Jazz, Samsung partner to launch Galaxy S26 Series

Islamabad: Jazz has teamed
up with global technology
leader Samsung to launch the
Samsung Galaxy S26 series in
Pakistan, offering access to pre-
mium, 5G-ready devices that
support a next-generation digi-
tal lifestyle.

The partnership aims to
boost the adoption of high-per-
formance smartphones by
combining Samsung's flagship
innovation with JazzWorld's
nationwide digital ecosystem.
Jazz customers who purchase
Samsung Galaxy S26 devices
will receive an exclusive 1TB
data bundle, available to both
prepaid and postpaid users

across the country,
Kazim Mujtaba, President

bility and network readiness as
Pakistan transitions to next-

of the Consumer Division at
Jazz, emphasized the impor-
tance of aligning device capa-

SRMSUNG ;.

generation connectivity. By
combining Samsung's cutting-
edge technology with Jazz's

network strength and ecosys-
tem, the partnership aims to de-
liver significant value through
premium 5G-ready devices, a
groundbreaking 1TB data offer,
and exclusive customer bene-
fits.

The launch event was at-
tended by senior representa-
tives from Samsung,
including Ryan Na, Manag-
ing Director; KY Lee, Busi-
ness Manager; Umer
Ghumman, Head of Mobile
Business; Kh. Sajjad Saeed,
Head of Commercial; Taha
Imran, Commercial Excel-
lence Manager; and Hassan
Nadeem, Product Manager.m

] NATIONAL NEWS

FBR cuts import
tax on USBs, flash
drives, and mem-

ory cards

Islamabad: FBR reduced
customs valuation rates on
imported USB flash drives,
data travellers, and memory
cards, lowering the tax bur-
den at the import stage.

As per the notification,
the tax will be applied during
import for the assessment of
customs duty and taxes. The
FBR aims at aligning valua-
tions with prevailing interna-
tional market prices and
providing relief to con-
sumers.s

Punjab introduces
a new Speedo Bus
route

Lahore: The Punjab
Masstransit Authority has an-
nounced the launch of the
Speedo urban bus service on a
new route in Lahore. The 23-
kilometer Route 27 starts at
Jinnah Bus Terminal and ends
at Bahria Town. The route
passes through Thokar Niaz
Baig, Daewoo Terminal, Doc-
tor Society, Eden Canal Villas,
Basco Society, Muhafiz Town
Market, Rajput Town, EME
Society, Aabpara Market,
Green Fort 2, Saleem Memo-
rial Hospital, P&D Society,
NESPAK  Society, Izmir
Town, Jubilee Town, Mian
Chowk, Indus Hospital,
Shahkam Chowk, Canal Gar-
den, and Alwaiz Tower before
reaching Bahria Town.n

PTA issues final IM
for 5G auction

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Author-
ity (PTA) has released the
final Information Memoran-
dum for upcoming 5G spec-
trum auction, with key policy
terms remaining unchanged
as the country prepares for the
auction on March 10, 2026.
The regulator took into ac-
count feedback from telecom
operators and consultants dur-
ing the consultation process
but decided to keep core ele-
ments such as quality of serv-
ice standards, rollout
obligations, base pricing, and
payment terms intact with
only minor technical adjust-
ments made to address any
ambiguities.

The final document was is-
sued after the conclusion of
consultations on February 6,
with the PTA taking one week
to review queries and update
responses before finalizing the
framework. The initial Infor-
mation Memorandum was
initially published on January
9 to kick off the consultation
hase.m
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Zong and Samsung partner to boost 5G device
adoption with Galaxy S26 launch in Pakistan

Islamabad: Zong has part-
nered with Samsung to intro-
duce the Galaxy S26 Series,
aiming to provide 5G-ready
devices to customers in Pak-
istan.

This collaboration offers
exclusive benefits such as pre-
booking options, bundled of-
fers, and a trade-in program
for Samsung handsets at se-
lected Zong Customer Service
Centers (CSCs) nationwide.
The goal is to increase the
adoption of 5G-ready devices
in Pakistan and enhance the
premium smartphone ecosys-
tem in the country. By com-
bining Samsung's flagship
technology with Zong's digital
and retail infrastructure, both

companies aim to improve ac-
cessibility and digital experi-
ences for customers in

sized the importance of this
partnership in accelerating
Pakistan's digital transforma-

Pakistan.

During the Zong x Sam-
sung Management Connect
event, Sajid Munir, Head of
Marketing at Zong, empha-

tion. The focus is on making
advanced technology accessi-
ble and affordable, especially
with the upcoming 5G tech-
nology. By offering Samsung's

latest 5G-ready  devices
through Zong's retail and dig-
ital platforms, along with ex-
clusive bundles and trade-in
programs, more Pakistanis can
participate in the digital econ-
omy and benefit from next-
generation connectivity.

As part of this collabora-
tion, Samsung Shop-in-Shop
experience zones will be set up
at selected Zong CSCs, start-
ing in Islamabad. These zones
will provide customers with
hands-on experiences of Sam-
sung's flagship devices, creat-
ing a unique retail experience
within telecom touchpoints.
Additionally, Zong CSCs will
introduce a trade-in mecha-
nism for Samsung handsets,

allowing customers to upgrade
to the Galaxy S26 Series eas-
ily. The partnership also ex-
tends to digital channels, with
Samsung handsets available
on the My Zong App (MZA)
for browsing, prebooking, and
engagement. Zong is commit-
ted to building a future-ready
digital ecosystem in Pakistan,
offering advanced technology
and 5G-ready experiences to
customers nationwide. Initia-
tives like this partnership with
Samsung are driving accessi-
bility, intelligence, and innova-
tion in the digital landscape,
setting the stage for the next
wave of connectivity and tech-
nological progress in the coun-
try.m

Pakistan envoy meets Russian Deputy
Defence Minister in Moscow

Moscow: Pakistan’s Am-
bassador to the Russian Feder-
ation, Faisal Niaz Tirmizi, held
an important meeting with
Vasily Osmakov, Deputy Min-
ister of Defence of the Russian
Federation, to discuss avenues
for strengthening bilateral co-
operation.

According to an official
statement issued by the Em-
bassy of Pakistan in Moscow,
both sides reviewed ongoing
engagements and explored new
opportunities to expand collab-
oration in areas of mutual in-
terest, particularly in the
defence sector.

The meeting also included
an exchange of views on up-
coming high-level visits be-

tween the two countries. The
two officials underlined the im-
portance of sustained dialogue
and regular institutional con-

tacts to further solidify Pak-
istan—Russia relations.
Reaffirming their shared
commitment, both sides ex-
pressed their resolve to deepen

constructive engagement and
enhance mutually beneficial
cooperation across key sectors.

On the other hand, Faisal
Niaz Tirmizi praised the ad-
vanced level of digitalisation
in the Russian tax system and
encouraged Russian profes-
sionals to share their technical
expertise and best practices
with Pakistani counterparts to
support Pakistan's digitaliza-
tion efforts.

During his visit to the Fed-
eral Tax Service of Russia, he
ambassador met with Com-
missioner Daniil Egorov to
discuss the use of cutting-
edge technology to enhance
fiscal transparency and tax
administration. =

easypaisa introduces Al Chat-
bot ‘ello’ to enhance digital
banking experience

Islamabad: easypaisa dig-
ital bank has introduced an
Al-powered in-app chatbot
called "ello" to enhance cus-
tomer support and simplify
access to digital financial
services for millions of users
in Pakistan.

Integrated within the
easypaisa mobile app, ello
offers instant automated as-
sistance to users. By shaking
their phone after logging in,
customers can activate the
chatbot, which guides them
through various services.

The chatbot includes a
Product Knowledge Hub for
detailed information on

easypaisa's offerings and a
Help Center with intelligent
redirection to help users nav-
igate services through con-
versational prompts. This
reduces the need for manual
searches within the app.

Farhan Hassan, Chief
Digital Officer at easypaisa
digital bank, emphasized the
bank's commitment to inno-
vation and accessibility by
incorporating Al into every-
day banking operations.
This move aims to provide
faster support, streamline
digital interactions, and en-
hance the overall user expe-
rience.m

Salaried indi-
viduals pay Rs
315 billion as
income tax
more than
other sectors

Islamabad: Salaried individu-
als are the largest income tax con-
tributors in the country, surpassing
exporters, retailers, and property
buyers/sellers. According to the
latest data from the FBR, public
and private sector employees paid
more tax than other sectors. Ex-
porters paid Rs50 billion in in-
come tax, retailers contributed
Rs25 billion, and property trans-
actions generated Rs105 billion in
the first seven months of the cur-
rent fiscal year. Salaried individu-
als contributed Rs315 billion
means the salaried segment alone
paid Rs22 billion more than these
key sectors combined. The
salaried class has once again
emerged as the single largest con-
tributor to income tax.m

WeDrink Pakistan's franchise expansion
raises concerns among investors

Islamabad: A rapidly
growing beverage and dessert
brand originating from China,
WeDrink, has sparked discus-
sions in Pakistan's food and bev-
erage industry due to its
aggressive franchise expansion
and investment model, which
has raised concerns among
business observers and potential
investors.

According to promotional
material on social media,
WeDrink claims to have signed
over 100 franchise agreements
and operates more than 40 out-
lets in major urban markets like
Islamabad, Lahore and
Karachi, attracting individuals
seeking lucrative investment op-
portunities.

However, market analysts
caution that Pakistan's current
economic challenges, such as
high rents, increasing utility
costs, inflation, and reduced
consumer purchasing power,

make it difficult for new food
and beverage establishments to
achieve profitability.

Experts reviewing the fran-
chise information suggest that
WeDrink's model is fee-heavy,
with various charges related to
training, audits, shop design,
and operational requirements,
in addition to standard on-
boarding costs. Concerns have
been raised about the brand's
aggressive franchising promo-
tions, including limited-time of-
fers and discounted campaigns
on social media, which could
indicate pressure to secure fran-
chise deals quickly, even in
areas with uncertain market de-
mand. Industry insiders empha-
size the importance of
consistent customer experience
and repeat business for the long-
term success of beverage and
dessert chains. Mixed feedback
on product quality and value in
online food communities has

fueled debate on the sustainabil-
ity of all outlets. Financial and
legal experts advise potential in-
vestors to verify business funda-
mentals before investing in any
franchise model, including re-
questing sales and profitability
projections, checking registra-
tions and ownership, confirm-
ing trademark rights, reviewing
exit policies, and speaking with
existing franchisees. As fran-
chising gains popularity in Pak-
istan, analysts recommend that
rapidly expanding brands pro-
vide more transparency on
store performance, unit eco-
nomics, and long-term viability
to protect investors and prevent
losses.

Flare Magazine will continue
to monitor the situation and
seeks an official response from
WeDrink Pakistan regarding
investor concerns, franchise
transparency, and profitability
evidence.m

Al-Ghazi Trac-
tors signs MoU
with Green Agri-

mall

Lahore: Al-Ghazi Trac-
tors Limited and Green Agri-
mall have signed a strategic
Memorandum of Under-
standing to enhance farmer
access to mechanization solu-
tions in Pakistan.

The agreement  was
signed by Yasin Seker, CEO
of Al-Ghazi Tractors Lim-
ited, and Ali  Sufian
Hamayon, CEO of Green
Agrimall, formalizing a col-
laboration aimed at improv-
ing distribution channels,
service accessibility, and pro-
ductivity within the agricul-
tural value chain in the
country. The partnership will
provide Green Agrimall’s
registered farmers with ac-
cess to modern agricultural
mechanization, including
AGTL tractors, genuine
spare parts, and lubricants
through designated Green
Agrimall platforms.m
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6.68"

Front Camera:8MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP

6500mAh

8+128GB
8+256GB

44W

vivo Y400

6.67"

Front Camera:8MP
Rear Camera:50+2MP

6000mAh

RAM & ROM
8GB+256GB

Removable Li-Po
3000mAh

Display
2.4inches

PHILIRS

O o w

8 § X (@ /ADVANCETELECOM

King Talker with Auto
Call Recording

Up te 70 Days

www. advancetelecom.com.pk

vivo Y19s PRO

6.68"

Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera:50+0.08MP

6000mAh

RAM & ROM
6GB+128GB

44w

vivo Y04

6.74"

Front Camera:5MP
Rear Camera:13+0.08MP

5500mAh

4GB+64GB
4GB+128GB
6GB+128GB

15W

PHILIPS

Fun 100

Stay connected anytime, anywhere
1000mAh
[:;3' removable

microSDHC
card support
(up to 32GB) s

[= 0 inches,
128160 pixels

x dust resistant

www.advancetelecom.com.pk

a § X (© /ADVANCETELECOM
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Realme 14 5G

Rs. 99,999

Chipset: Qualcomm Snapdragon
6 Gen 4, GPU: Adreno 810

6.67 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP, Back: 50 MP

6000 mAh

RAM 12GB ROM 512 GB

NOTE70

Panda Glass

Frot:

128GB ROM | 13MP Triple Al
WA 8h amera

12GB* RA

No charging worries
with up to a month of

standby.

Play radio and MP3s'
through the loud rear aean .
speaker. e = Unlock

Tough body and
dedicated music
playback buttons.

www.advancetelecom.com.pk

8 @ X (@ /ADVANCETELECOM

~
Realme 14T 5G

Rs. 79,999

Chipset: Mediatek Dimensity
6300, GPU: Mali-G57 MC2

6.67 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 16 MP, Back: Dual
Camera 50 MP + 2 MP

6000 mAh

RAM 12GB ROM 256 GB

S$25
Brilliant Performance

=

- \—— e

50MP Triple Al | 5000mAh

13MF Selfie Camera Battery

6.7" HD+ | 128GB ROM

Hole Punch Display 24GE* RAM

NOKIA

110 (2024)

1.8 Inches Display {I::[:} Support Upto 32GB

Q? Micro USB Charger ‘:} Rear camera QVGA

] 1000 mAh Battery

Ei

il i R -

12:00

30.06.2023

—
~y
Nokia phones

I X & / ADVANCETELECOM www.advancetelecom.com.pk
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G'FIVE #GfiveFalak

BIG

LOUD |

SPEAKERS

SAVE UPTO

1000 |

CONTACTS

DISPLAY

2.4" |

INCHES
MEMORY CARD

STORAGE |

UPTO 32GB

ORIV ER A KIS T A NRC S
i

MOBILE

o
sus

@ Calendar Talk & Text
Alarm g MP3 & MPd

B

A Ratio s

()
Uﬁ I;u"‘,‘i;[l;lﬂ Blutoull

Super Torch

‘Camera

S

Super Big Battery izt i s Big Speaker

G'FIVE COMING 'SOON

SMAPT

MOBILE

oroJibised i 2 4"

suboksl e

MEeMOBILE

MEMOBILE

1.8" Screen,

Perfect Fit in Your Palm

Ready for
Every Click

32MB + 32MB

with Expandable 32GB Storage

3000 mAh Bright
for Days of Pow Torch

Always Ready
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Infinix Hot 60i

Chipset: MediaTek Helio G81

Processor Ultimate,CPU:Octa-core

Display 6.7 Inches

Front: § MP

Camera Back: 50 MP

Battery 5160 mAh

\([Ellels'l RAMBGB  ROM 128GB

Infinix Hot 60 Pro

Chipset: MediaTek Helio G200

Processor S

Display 6.78 Inches

Front: 13 MP

Camera Back: 50 MP

Battery 5160 mAh

=118 RAM 8GB  ROM 128GB

Infinix Smart 10

Chipset: Unisoc

Processor T7250, CPU: Octa-Core

Display 6.67 Inches

Camera I
Battery 5000mAh

V([E1s1'd RAM 4GB ROM 64GB

Infinix Note 50 Pro

= Chipset: MediaTek Helio G100
LESESl  Uitimate, GPU: Mali-G57 MC2

; 6.78 Inches, AMOLED
D!Spl ay Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 32 MP
Camera Back: 50 MP + 8 MP

Battery 5200 mAh

V/[Elels') RAM 12GB ROM 256GB

Xiaomi Store

Authonzed Reselie

Redmi13

Scene hai 13

Supports 33W Fast Charging

2\WN/

Standby | Up to 19 days

Xiaomi Store

Authorized Reselior

Redmi 14C

Rounded Design Aesthetic
Glamour at your fingertips

Processor Charging ‘ Display ‘ Battery
m ' Sto l'e r pk Helio GBHlira 18W Fast Charging £.88" Dot Drop Display
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VGO TEL®

NEWABNBRESSION OF Tougher Thany
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Samsung Galaxy A24 Samsung A36
Rs. 72,999 Rs. 119,999
N A
Chipset: Mediatek MT8781
Helio G99 (6nm) CPU: Octa-core Chipset: Qual SMBAT5-AB
(2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex-A76 + Spn - ?g]gl’-ﬂ 3, CPU:
Processor pan :
6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55) Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz
e; Cortex-AT8 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-AB5)
S . 6.5 Inches, Super AMOLED
N Dlsp'ay Capacitive Touchscreen Displa 6.7 Inches, Super AMOLED
% p y Capacitive Touchscreen
=8 Front: 13 MP, Main: Triple Camera
5 Camera 50 MP, f/1.8, (wide), PDAF, OIS Front: 12 MP, Main: Triple Camera
+5MP, /2.2, (ultrawide), Camera 50 MP, /1.8, (wide), 1/1.96",
5 - PDAF, OIS + 8 MP, 2.2, (ultrawide)
15" 2B R4 tnacr) 1/4.0" + 5 MP, /2.4, (macro)
5000mAh
Battery (Li-Po Non removable), Battery 5000 mAh
RAM 8GB ROM 256GB
511008l RAM8GB ROM 128GB Memory
5 J K
é
I -
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO

6.78"AMOLED144Hz

Front Camera:13MP
Rear Camera:50MP

TECNO

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO PLUS

Display 6.78"AMOLED144Hz
———

Front Camera:13MP
Rear Camera:50MP

RAM/ROM RAM/ROM
8GB+256GB 8GB+256GB
S 3o$&iﬁgfés§h§r:§2?ng
Fast Charging
5200 mAh 5200 mAh
TECNO TECNO

TECNO CAMON 40 PRO

6.8” AMOLED 120Hz

Front Camera:50MP
Rear Camera:50MP+8MP

RAM/ROM
8GB+256GB

45W
Fast Charging

5200 mAh

TECNO CAMON 30 PRO 5G

6.78” AMOLED 144Hz

Front: 50MP

. SOMP (OIS) Sony IMXB90
Rear: Sensor + SOMP UWs2MP

12GB Ram+512GB ROM
(12GB+12GB extended)

70W, Ulira Charge

~.| 2.8" Touch
Display

2,000mAh
Built-in-Battery

Digital Stylish
Camera

? Life Sensor
Alert

Crystal Keypad | Glass Finish Cover r
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TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED | NOKIA B B
SICCOTEL TRADING NOKIA B B
UNITED NATION NOKIA s A
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE] LIMITED NOTHING 3 1,080
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD NO NAME B
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION NO NAME i
[ STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES [PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME A i
LOGISTICS PROPEL NO NAME T
ACTION MOBILE NO NAME 5 :
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME : :
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS NO NAME : .
" 1M/5 GREEN GATE GLOBAL 'NO NAME 2 5
ICONIC STARS ELECTRONICS NO NAME 5 B
A5, TELECOM [PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME -
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME 5 .
EUROTEL TRADING | NO NAME a -
PICK N SAVE | NO NAME .
EXERT TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED | OPPO 124,066 14,927,316
IMPEL TECH (PRIVATE] LIMITED OPFO 1,000 395 000
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED 0 MOBILE B -
I EXERT TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED REALME 141,000 9,846,000
SUNTON MOBILE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED - B
ERETER FRDRRL —— & =
I I I MY REHMAN| TRADER'S SAMSUNG B B
DB LINK (PRIVATE] LIMITED | SAMSUNG 116 33,237
I ACTION MOBILE | SAMSUNG 19 5346
M/5 BK TRADERS | SAMSUNG 621 172,242
I MICROTEL TRADING | SAMSUNG £ :
MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG A B
CORETECH SAMSUNG T
SICCOTEL TRADING SAMSUNG 5 :
SMART TECHNOLOGIES SAMSUNG : :
SMART SOLUTIONS SAMSUNG 5 B
" 1M/5 AS TRADING - 'SAMSUNG. 2 5
SHOPME 640 123,288
PICK N SAVE SAMSUNG 625 151,349
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION SAMSUNG . -
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS | SAMSUNG : -
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED | SAMSUNG 75 45,308
GREEN ENTERPRISES | SAMSUNG B .
O LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 246,270 31,889,310
SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG " B
SKLINKER SAMSUNG 207 45,208
—I"'I (/S CELL T | SAMSUNG: 239 63,303
EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG - B
YOUNG TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED 50 MOBILE ] ¥
CORETRIX (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO y A
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD TECNO 54,000 3,563,950
SAHAA TRADERS TECNO § .
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED TECND L .
~ TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 192,811 18,976,530
CORETECH TECNO - -
| -UNITED MOBILE JEENG :
SICCOTEL TRADING TECNO < =
I CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 2 7
EZEE SOLUTIONS ULEFONE x s
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED vivo 115,980 16,899,721
> 55H TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL 30,000 1,416,187
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED | VILLAON 4 ¥
CARLCARE SERVICE [PVT.) LIMITED VILLAON ; =
M/5.ZENITH ENTERPRISE | VILLAON =
"INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED = VILLAON F <
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS | XIAOMI 1 395
| _CORETECH l KAOMI 311 93,919
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE] LIMITED | XIAOMI - -
I /5 GREEN GATE GLOBAL HAOMI 7 2,660
| -GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIMITED KIAOMI = -
— STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVI PRIVATE} LIMITED XIADMI 2 800
5. KIAQMI : d
Z SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIAOMI 62,800 4,326,150
MULPHICO TECHNOLOGIES {PRIVATE) LIMITED X MOBILE 5,050 227,250
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED X MOBILE = L
DEPLOY (PVT) LIMTED v X MOBILE 7 -
—_ VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED X MOBILE - -
| -EREMIER CODE (PRIVATE] LIMITED ZEEKER - -
SICCO ECOM (PRIVATE] LIMITED Fai3 123,260 5,517,284
SICCOTEL TRADING Fa13 102 35,251
| -AZURE TECH [PRIVATE) LIMITED ZTE 2 =
m u::;rzsn COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED | e - -
APPL | 45,200 32,623,50
CALME | =
| MINTT | 5 5
HMD | B =
ALLCALL .
MEIZU B .
= 43,027 3,942,547
OUKITEL | B
" ULEFONE " v - -
HELLO TECH | a3 c
|_seGo { 44,100 1,964,430
e; BLACKVIEW : _
D CODE 10,000 468,300
% DIGIT 4G I -
I~ DIGND : 5
N M-HORSE 5
g ETEL [ ; -
3 HONOR | 45,390 3,632,129
= INFINIX ] 336,508 25,866,251
L) MIONE | a0 2,000
ITEL ] 35,006 1,247,424
KXD | B .
MOTOROLA = = | 27 g1
NOKIA 7 =
NO NAME | B R
oreo 125,066 15322316
NOTHING 3 1,080
Q MOBILE . .
REALME 141,012 9,850,120
SAMSUNG 248,812 32,529,592
5D MOBILE B -
TECNO 246,811 23,540,479
VNG 115,980 16,899,721
VILLAON ] 3
VGOTEL 30,000 1,416,187
X MOBILE 5,050 227.250
Xlaomi 63,121 4423924
() ZEEKER i
5 ze ‘ _
el Total 1,658,515 178,510,682
—_— .
——— FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | ,2026 $.5/
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Import Data Smart Phones (Importer Wise =
Importer Name Brand Oy lan-26 o ’—-<
FUTURE TECH APPLE 22 24,382 ; Q
|_APPLE HOUSE APPLE 205 24,696 W
DB LINK (PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE 105 47,538 )
INTRO TECHNOLOGY APPLE 569 174,413 [ ]
_M/S CELLCO APPLE 1,764 580,497
| SELECTO RETAIL APPLE 220 275,484
NEXTWAVE DISTRIBUTION (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
|_Sky Link Technologies APPLE 250 312,064
|_M/S AS TRADING APPLE - -
| SKLINKER APPLE 656 228,538
10T TRADERS [SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED . APPLE = =
M/S BK TRADERS APPLE 2715 1,062,770
ROCKERS TRADING APPLE - -
| AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD APPLE = -
M/S NEXALINK APPLE 475 593,35
| _SMART FLOW {PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE = =
N PRIV T APPLE - -
| IPHONE CITY APPLE ¥ =
_SELECT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED A e APPLE L I
|_SMART SOLUTIONS APPLE & =
AL NAFEESA ENTERPRISES APPLE - I I I
|_GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
GNEXT TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE] LIMITED APPLE 6,674 | 7,751,206 I
SAHAA TRADERS APPLE - -
|_ACTION MOBILE APPLE 178 73,584 I
MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
| MICROTEL TRADING APPLE 2,058 ! 1,670,979
| sHoPME APPLE 3,050 994,739 ( )
DERIMOD ENTERPRISES APPLE - -
_MOBO MOBILE (PVT.) LIMITED _— = ABPLE = 2.
SMART TECHNOLOGIES APPLE 425 532.010
LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 2,484 3,039,849
WAQAS MOBILES APPLE 2 -
MYSHA ENTERPRISES APPLE < = O
NAYYAR ENTERPRISES APPLE 3 -
| _YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES {PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 970 1,138,545
M/S. € RIGHT MOBILE APPLE - -
| TRADE BATCH INTERNATIONAL ~ C. 3 ABPLE SN - =
|_MY REHIMANI TRADERS APPLE 1,063 394,328
GREEN ENTERPRISES APPLE & =
|_CORETECH L | i APPLE 1985 2,527,370 ﬂ
CORETRIX (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE 1,450 1,838,200
S.A.Q COMMUNICATION APPLE - -
|_USRA COMMUNICATION APPLE = -
PICK N SAVE APPLE 14,011 | 4,507,724
| _EUROTEL TRADING APPLE 1,218 1,539,881
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS APPLE - -
HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES APPLE 2338 2,578,231
_GOLDEN TECHNOLOGICS = = APPLE — S =
| MMT RAPID (PRIVATE) LIMITED APPLE - -
SICCOTEL TRADING APPLE 315 313,125
| _UNITED TRADERS APPLE I
JINSUNG INTERNATIONAL MIONE 40 2,000
BELLCO TRADING COMPANY (PRIVATE) LIMITED E-TACHI - -
|_M/5 BK TRADERS LG -
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD MINTT - - >
|_SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED HMD. =
| SICCOTEL TRADING HMD = =
G' FIVE MOBILE (PRIVATE] LIMITED GFIVE - - H
_INFOCOM GADGETS (PRIVATE) LIMITED W = CALME = =
PICK N SAVE GDOGLE 28,237 2,504,710
INTRO TECHNOLOGY GOOGLE - -
SKLINKER GOOGLE 3678 358,801 I
M/S CELL CO GODOGLE 3,892 372,688
| _ACTION MOBILE GOOGLE 896 84,492 —
MY REHMANI TRADERS GOOGLE -
|_M/S AS TRADING GOOGLE z
CORETECH GODOGLE - -
|-DB LINK (PRIVATE) LIMITED GOOGLE 683 62,696 Z
|_SAHAA TRADERS GOOGLE L ¥
EU TRADING GDOGLE - - e
_M/S BK TRADERS . .. — GOOGLE 2,265 239,892
MICROTEL TRADING GOOGLE 12 1,315
SHOPME GDOGLE 3364 317,954
|_SICCOTEL TRADING GOOGLE = =
S.A.Q COMMUI ON GOOGLE - - m
SMART TECHNOLOGIES GOOGLE - -
| AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS GOOGLE z
SMART SOLUTIONS GOOGLE - -
POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY [PRIVATE] LIV HELLO TECH =
EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS BLACKVIEW - -
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE] LIMITED SEGO 44,100 1,964,430
A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED — = _ALLCALL — e
| UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED D CODE 10,000 468,300
|_PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED D CODE = N
| SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD DIGITAG = =
PICK N SAVE DIGNOD - -
| _ALPHA ENETWORK (PRIVATE) LIMITED M-HORSE =
|_SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED MEIZL -
A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED ETEL - - -
_GOLDEN TECHNOLOGICS . _HONOR 45,390 3,632,129 e’
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES HONOR - -
| INOVITELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX 280,500 22,041,164 ?
_ZENITH ENTERPRISE . _— INEINIX 8 1,205 ﬁ
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.] LIMITED INFINIX = =
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX & - g
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX =
MOBICELL [PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX « _ |;—EJ
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX 56,000 3,823,882 o
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD ITEL 5,000 201,320
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL + x
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED TTEL =
~ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT. A “ TEL = T
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED IEL 30,000 1,044,904
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL a .
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL = =
ATIICON (PRIVATE) LIMITED OUKITEL . A
SKYLINES INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATES OUKITEL -
YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED KXD - -
ACTION MOBILE MOTOROLA R
$.A.0 COMMUNICATION MOTOROLA . -
M/S BK TRADERS MOTOROLA x =
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS MOTOROLA =
| TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED “MOTOROLA 5 z
SMART TECHNOLOGIES MOTOROLA 3 P
PICK N SAVE MOTOROLA 24 680
| SKLINKER MOTOROLA 3 211
FORTLINE (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA - =
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA =
"
FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | ,2026 (5.5
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‘Trusted Security Solutions for ;
Islamabad & Across Pakistan

— Professional | Reliable | Disciplined —
_ T

v/ Armed & Unarmed Security Guards
Corporate & Commercial Security
Residential & Society Security
Event Security Management
VIP / Executive Protection

CCTV Monitoring & Surveillance

Suite No. 103, 1t Floor, Victoria Heights, Service Road, Sohan, Islamabad
+92-51-2612089 M skh.isbregion@gmail.com

www.skhsecurityservices.com @ www.skhsecurityservices.com
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Powermg Paklstan ©
‘Digital Future

Enterprise-Grade Connectivity | Smart Business Solutions | Nationwide Reach

= Fiber Intemet & Dedicated Bandwidth | ~ EJa Corporate & Enterprise Solutions

= High-Speed Fiber Connectivity = MPLS & Metro Ethernet
» Dedicated Internet Access . ' = VPN & Secure Connectivity =

= Low Latency & High Availability K/ | = Multi-Location Networking = —
- -

N
s> Data Center & Cloud Services rﬁ% Smart City & Government Solutions

= Colocation Services A = i6T & Surveillance Networks

= Cloud Connectivity By T + ™ Secure Government Communications
= Man IT Infrastruct
— Ma aged astructure

{7 Managed Services

= 24/7 Network Monitoring
= Technical Support & IT Solutions

Trusted by Corporates, ISPs & Enterprises Across Pakistan

@ 730 Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore @& Nationwide Network Coverage

/ Connect Your Business to the Future /
@ www.brain.net.pk | 042- 3210000
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origiNos 6

Origin Island

Your all-in-one hub for real-time updates.
Drag & Go, Copy & Go

Origin Smooth Engine

Smooth at Origin. Speed, redefined. Stability,
unrivaled. Responsiveness, elevated. Powered
by the Origin Smooth Engine.

Origin Island Drag & Go Copy & Go

Ultra-Core Memory BIVE]
Computing Fusion | Rendering

Speed, Stability,
redefined. unrivaled.

All-in-one work companion

Al Caption Al Creation

"y

Write smarter, faster.

Responsiveness,
elevated.

ideas 08 they come, and helping you work smarter,
taster, and maore creativel ty whenever inspeatian

Origin Design

Lock screen clock More Themes, More Style.

Al Imaging Studio

Al Magic Move, Al Enhance, and more.

*The data is based on vivo laboratory tests. The actual experience shall prevail. For more information please visit our website.
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