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Pakistan is
being praised
by the world,
while Trump is
facing trouble

The international community, while acknowledging Pakistan’s

role as a peace mediator, has paid high tribute to Islamabad for Zubair Kasuri Editor-in-Chief 0321-519 7777
hosting talks between the US and Iran. It is despite the fact that
the peace negotiations did not result in a final agreement, mainly Matin Haider Resident Editor Islamabad ~ 0333-525 2553

due to harsh conditions set by the American side that remained
unacceptable to Iran. Before bringing the warring sides to the
negotiating table, Pakistan achieved a major success by brokering Usman Yagoob Director Marketing 0321-466 4602
a two-week ceasefire hours before the end of the 48-hour deadline Abdullah Marketing Manager 0320-804 0814
set by US President Donald for Iran to either concede to his
demands or face the total annihilation of the 3000-old Iranian
civilisation. But this situation was averted due to Pakistan’s efforts. Zafar Khan Afridi Senior Graphic Designer

This was a kind of magic by Pakistan which amazed the entire
world to know its geopolitical and geostrategic position, which
has entered a new phase after it frustrated Indian aggression in Azhar Javed General Manager
May last year. Hence, its efforts gave a sigh of relief to the world
community. The talks held in Islamabad, aimed to promote

regional peace and were seen as an honour for Pakistan. Despite Mohammad Rehan Chopra Senior Advocate 0300-4304905
initial discussions ending without a deal, both sides have been Ahmed Shaheryar Khan  Senior Advocate 0345-8350915
urged to keep up the ceasefire till the set time. It is very heartening Mirza Nabeel Tahir Senior Advocate 0321-5207551

about the talks that, despite no deal on the negotiation table, both
sides have not denied further talks to iron out their differences on

the main issues, which reportedly do not exceed three to four. Umar Shafqat Tax Consultant 0323-426 2291
The resultless high-stakes peace talks, which continued for
over 21-hours in different rounds in Islamabad to resolve the Haider Chohan Admin Manager 0333-4132462

issue, once again raised concerns about a potential escalation of
the conflict. The US initiated a planned blockade of the Strait of
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Hormuz immediately after the breakdown of talks, raising fears Lahore Office
of renewed hostilities. Flat# 200/14, First Floor, Tariq Block Market, New Garden Town,
US Vice President J.D. Vance, who led the American team, Lahore 042-32112351
stated that Iran rejected terms related to nuclear weapons
development, while Iran’s delegation, led by Parliament Speaker Ali Hassan Manager Social Media 0323-497 2029
Mohammad BagherGhalibaf, accused the US of failing to Ahmed Ali Manager Marketing Mix FM 100 0301-800 6300
build trust and making unrealistic demands. President Trump
announced the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz even when Registration No. PCPB/106
e; negotiations were underway, which, however, has put a question
' on the American sincerity for peace as well as the force of the (Vol. 40 Issue: 91) Price Rs: 1500
> ceasefire and the future of diplomatic discussions. Discount on one-year subscription Rs 3,000
N The world did not need peace as much as today, after so many total Rs 15,000
g lethal weapons are on the ground and economic stakes have www.flare.pk | Email: flare. mag@gmail.com
o) run very high for every country. The recent talks in Pakistan,
] following a 40-day war initiated by the US and Israel, have Printed at UOB Printer
— left the region on edge, with tensions running high. The failure Prepress at Fotoscan
O of the talks presents the Trump administration with difficult 25-C Lower Mall, Lahore.
choices, including engaging in lengthy negotiations with Iran Ph: 042-37111906, 37234042

over its nuclear programme or potentially reigniting the conflict.
However, the world has for the first time seen the double

standards of America under Trump, which has let loose its baby Zubair Ahmed Kasuri, (Editor-in-Chief) publisher of FLARE Business
_Israel to get evey destru(_:tlon n_laterlal and PI?%Y havoc anywhere News Magazine published from House No. 46, Block J, Gulberg
in the region and screw-tightening of any hostile state to let Israel Il Lahore
have a field day. ’ :
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(Concerns over rising education
costs

I would like to draw attention to the alarming rise in the
cost of education, as it is becoming a serious concern for
students and their families. Over the past few years, tuition
fees, books, and other academic expenses have increased
significantly. As a result, the financial constraints are holding
back many talented and deserving students from continuing
their studies. Education is a basic right of every citizen
and not a privilege reserved only for those who can afford
its expenses. The rising costs are creating inequality and
limiting opportunities for students from middle- and low-
income backgrounds. This situation is not only affecting
individuals but also hindering the overall development of
our society.

I appeal to the concerned authorities to take immediate steps
to regulate fee structures, provide more scholarships, and
ensure affordable education for all. Investing in education
amounts to investing in the future of the nation.

Parveen Zahara, Rawalpindi

Need Lesco staff to prompt action
for complaints

It 1s a dilemma 1n our society that government departments
have failed to provide necessary and basic services to the
public despite their officials and staff receiving high salaries
and benefits. The electricity department is one among them
performing the worst in responding to public problems.

I like to bring to your attention an issue in D-Block Jubilee
Town, Lahore, where a transformer sparked, causing
damage to home appliances. Despite multiple complaints,
the response from the Lesco staff was improper and did not
respond to the citizens’ needs. The staff arrived after 18
hours of the incident and only temporarily fixed the issue.
After a few days, the same problem occurred again, and the
Lesco staff suggested contacting LDA for repairs.

Upon inspection, LDA confirmed that the transformer was
functioning properly and the issue was with the installation,
which Lesco staff should address. Hence, the residents
became a shuttle cock between two departments while
facing a basic problem. This situation raises concerns about
where consumers can turn for help. I urge the authorities
to ensure competence and prompt action from staff and
improve response times. The performance of SDO, XEN,
and the CEO of Lesco is questionable in this matter.

Awais Ahmad, Lahore

Solar users in trouble

The recent changes made by the government to the billing
mechanism for solar consumers have created serious
concerns among households that installed rooftop solar
systems under the country’s net-metering policy. In recent
years, many consumers have turned to solar energy to
combat the escalating electricity prices, which have surged
by over 150% since 2021. The fresh changes about the solar
energy consumption have come at a time when the country is

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

grappling with power shortages and expensive fuel imports.
The new policy, by essentially considering excess electricity
exported to the grid as “zero units,” eliminates a crucial
financial incentive that had encouraged people to invest in
renewable energy. Pakistan already relies heavily on imported
fuel for power generation, leading to high annual costs and
becoming a burden on the foreign exchange reserves.
Rather than discouraging the adoption of solar energy,
policymakers should focus on strengthening policies that
promote clean energy and reduce reliance on imported fuels.
Penalising individuals who have invested in solar solutions
with their savings risks eroding both public trust and
Pakistan’s efforts towards a sustainable energy transition.

Wahab Khalid, Lahore

Rising joblessness a concern for

future

The growing crisis of youth unemployment in Pakistan is
an issue that is quietly affecting the hopes and future of
countless young people. Every year, thousands of graduates
step into the world with dreams and ambitions, but they
only face uncertainty and disappointment due to limited job
opportunities.

Behind the statistics are real stories of frustration, anxiety and
lost confidence. Many young people spend years pursuing
education, yet struggle to find meaningful work that values
their skills and potential. The gap between what students
learn and what the job market demands continues to widen,
leaving many feeling unprepared and discouraged. This also
compels students to disregard the importance of education
and focus on skills that help them earn money. This situation
1s not only affecting individuals but also the families and the
overall social fabric.

There is an urgent need for policymakers to prioritise skill
development, expand internship opportunities and encourage
entrepreneurship so that young people can build stable and
dignified careers. Addressing youth unemployment is not
just an economic necessity but a social responsibility that
requires immediate attention.

Igra Sarfraz, Hyderabad

Bridging the skills gap

While we take pride in having the largest young population in
the world, this “demographic dividend” 1s becoming a liability
instead of an asset. Despite thousands graduating annually,
many remain unemployed or underemployed—not due to a
lack of degrees, but a lack of marketable skills. Our curriculum
remains overly theoretical, often ignoring rapid advancements
in Artificial Intelligence, data analytics and digital literacy that
define today’s job market. This has led to growing frustration
and increased brain drain.

To address this, the government and private sector must
collaborate to integrate vocational training and digital skills
into mainstream education. We need fewer rote learners and
more problem-solvers. Investing in youth is not merely a
social obligation—it is an economic imperative. Failure to act
now will compromise the nation’s future.

Nosheen Abbas, Sargodha

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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ollowing the devaluation of the Pakistani
rupee, experts have suggested the rupee
could drop to Rs290-300 per dollar, down
from its current level of around Rs280.
While a weaker rupee could theoretically benefit
exports. The recent rupee devaluations in Pakistan
have not led to increased exports but rather to high-
er prices for commodities and imported goods. The
IMF’s technical analysis indicates that the Pakistani
rupee is currently overvalued by 6% and requires
further depreciation for necessary reforms. The
devaluation of the Pakistani rupee often does not
have a significant impact on boosting exports due
to underlying structural issues, a heavy reliance on
imported raw materials, and high energy costs.
Many industries in Pakistan rely on imported
raw materials, and a weaker rupee can result in in-
creased costs for these inputs, negating any poten-
tial competitive advantage in foreign markets.
Pakistan’s export sector is heavily concentrated
in a few key industries, such as textiles, which lim-
its the potential for significant export growth solely
through currency adjustments. Devaluation typical-
ly leads to higher costs for imported raw materials
and machinery, and the high cost of borrowing
hinders companies from investing in upgrades and
expansion.
Despite the depreciation of the rupee, Pakistan’s
trade deficit with nine regional countries saw a no-

table increase of 41.37% in the first seven months

of the fiscal year 2026, reaching $9.01 billion.

Diversification and structural reforms aimed
at enhancing efficiency are crucial for sustainable
export growth, surpassing the impact of currency
devaluation alone.

Pakistan has signalled to the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) that it is ready to raise interest
rates and allow currency devaluation to mitigate
the economic fallout from the Middle East conflict.

The move came after the lender imposed a new
condition requiring the easing of restrictions on for-
eign currency movements.

Authorities in Islamabad conveyed to the IMF
that to curb rising inflation and manage import
pressures triggered by the Middle East war, Paki-
stan would adopt a tighter monetary policy and
gradually relax control over the currency market.

These assurances aim to facilitate a staff-level
agreement for the disbursement of the fourth §1
billion tranche of the $7 billion IMF loan package.

Central bank sources confirmed that the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) is ready to adjust interest
rates if necessary, noting that supply chain disrup-
tions and soaring fuel costs are driving up the im-
port bill and domestic inflation.

“The bank stands ready to raise interest rates,
if needed,” the sources said, while reiterating its
commitment to maintaining an appropriately tight
monetary policy.

In its most recent monetary policy decision, the
SBP kept the policy rate unchanged at 10.5% de-
spite rising hostilities in the region. Both the IMF
and the SBP anticipated that surging global oil pric-
es would push domestic inflation higher, making a
rate hike likely.

Data from March indicated that inflation hit
7.3%, the highest in 17 months, though below the
Ministry of Finance’s projections. The federal gov-
ernment had warned that Pakistan’s energy im-
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Devaluation of curren-
cy results in inflation,
increased import

expenses an

hardship

for general public

The IMF’s technical analysis indicates that the Pakistani
rupee is currently overvalued by 6% and requires further
depreciation for necessary reforms. The devaluation of the
Pakistani rupee often does not have a significant impact on
boosting exports due to underlying structural issues, a heavy
reliance on imported raw materials, and high energy costs

port bill could rise by $300 million to $500 million
monthly if Brent crude prices stayed between $100
and $120 per barrel.

The Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) report-
ed that imports fell 5.4% year-on-year in March to
$5 billion. However, from July to March, imports
increased 6.6%, or $3.2 billion, reaching $50.5 bil-
lion, while exports declined 8% to $22.7 billion.

Pakistan has signalled to the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF)
that it is prepared to raise interest
rates and allow currency devalua-
tion to mitigate the economic fall-
out from the Middle East conflict

This imbalance widened the trade deficit to $27.8
billion, up 23% over the same period.

To address IMF requirements, Pakistani author-
ities pledged to relax foreign exchange restrictions
and use the currency as a buffer to discourage im-
ports.

According to sources, the IMF has mandated
that restrictions be removed by March next year,
with the central bank creating a roadmap specifying
timelines and indicators for complete liberalisation
of the foreign exchange market.

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK

The full removal of controls will depend on Pa-
kistan’s macroeconomic and financial stability. The
IMF argues that liberalisation will benefit the pri-
vate sector and attract foreign investment.

Yet, concerns persist over potential manipula-
tion in the small foreign currency market. Recent
reforms by the SBP have eased regulatory burdens
on banks, replacing general verification with risk-
based checks to reduce transaction costs and delays.

While Pakistan has committed to a flexible ex-
change rate regime, the SBP has intervened to main-
tain a lower rupee by buying dollars, as the country
struggles to boost exports and build reserves.

Authorities assured the IMF that the foreign ex-
change market will be used strategically to absorb
shocks and ensure smooth import financing with-
out straining banks’ balance sheets.

Regarding remittance subsidies, the government
promised the IMF that support will be capped ac-
cording to budget allocations. Sources noted that
the Ministry of Finance and SBP had previously
disagreed over financing the scheme. The IMF has
set a deadline of May for reporting the true cost of
subsidies.

Once an action plan is developed, both bodies
will implement a mechanism to ensure claims do
not exceed budget allocations. Remittances remain
Pakistan’s primary non-debt financing source and
surpass export earnings significantly.

| APRIL, 2026



SEE YOUR ULTIMATE

MATE

10.1” HD+ 13MP REAR 128GB ROM

In-Cell Display 8MP Selfie 8+8GB RAM

FACIAL 6000mAh MEDIATEK

Recognition 20W Type-C Processor




A
5
m
.-
»
C
1
m
-
G
=
m
A

@

d1HIONZZYT

Business News Magazine

he citizens of Pakistan have long been de-

manding of the government to make pub-

lic the assets, salaries, and other incentives

of bureaucrats across the country. But the
government never took this public demand serious-
ly until a directive from the IMF was made asking
the govrenment to do so. The government has now
assured the IMF that the assets will be declared by
December 2026 and the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) will be made autonomous by Jan-
uary 2027. Pakistan has formally committed to the
IMF to make asset declarations for federal civil ser-
vants (BPS-17 to BPS-22) public, targeting high-lev-
el corruption under the $7 billion Extended Fund
Facility. The government will also identify 10 high-
risk departments, grant institutional autonomy to
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) by Jan-
uary 2027, and implement risk-based verification of
assets.

The governance structure in many developing
countries, including Pakistan, heavily relies on the
bureaucracy, with its three main pillars of politics,
policy, and administration. However, political inter-
ference often disrupts this balance. Instead of fo-
cusing on efficient service delivery, the bureaucratic
system often prioritises self-interest, undermining
its primary purpose.

In the last two decades, Pakistan has seen a
significant decline in governance effectiveness, re-
sulting in a lower ranking. This decline can be at-
tributed to factors such as law and order, economic
conditions, corruption, lack of meritocracy, and,
most importantly, departure from political neutral-
ity. Despite the government establishing around 40
reform commissions and committees, the issue of
ineffective governance persists. It is worth noting
that the IMF team has requested the government
to disclose bureaucrats’ assets and reduce the role
of NAB.

Pakistan has committed to publishing the asset
declarations of senior federal civil servants by De-
cember 2026 as part of governance and anti-corrup-
tion reforms agreed with the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF).

The measure is part of a broader reform agenda
to ensure transparency, accountability, and institu-
tional oversight under Pakistan’s ongoing IMF pro-
gramme.,

As part of broader governance reforms, the pub-
lication of asset declarations of senior federal civil
servants will be completed by December 2026.The
Establishment Division has updated civil service
conduct rules to include centralised digital filing,
risk-based verification, and limited public disclo-
sure of non-sensitive financial information.

The declaration system will also be further re-
fined by May 2026, while the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) will develop a digital platform for
submissions by June 2026. In parallel, coordination
with the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and Finan-
cial Monitoring Unit (FMU) will expand banks’ ac-
cess to asset declaration data for anti-money laun-
dering and counter-terror financing purposes.

Authorities have also expanded access for finan-
cial institutions to asset declarations of government
officials across federal, provincial, and state-owned
entities, with public access statistics to be published
by June 2026.As part of the same commitments,
the government will also identify 10 federal de-
partments with the highest corruption risk. These
departments will be assessed through a structured
framework evaluating financial exposure, institu-
tional weaknesses, corruption patterns, and past
case histories.

Officials said the assessment system will be de-
veloped in consultation with key accountability and
financial monitoring institutions and will be used
to design targeted reforms in high-risk agencies.
The reform package also includes the introduction
of centralised digital systems for filing asset dec-
larations, risk-based verification mechanisms, and
expanded data-sharing arrangements with financial
institutions to strengthen anti-money laundering
oversight.

Under the reform roadmap, NAB will lead the
development of an action plan targeting corrup-
tion risks in the top ten high-risk government de-
partments, to be completed by October 2026. A
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The governmenthasassured the IMF thatassetdeclarations
will be made by December 2026 and the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) will be made autonomous
by January 2027. Pakistan has officially committed to the
IMF to disclose asset declarations for federal civil servants
(BPS-17 to BPS-22) publicly, intending to combat high-level
corruption under the $7 billion Extended Fund Facility

standardised methodology for assessing corruption
vulnerabilities across agencies will also be finalised
and published by June 2026.The assessment frame-
work will evaluate financial risk exposure, corrup-
tion typologies, institutional weaknesses, and his-
torical case data, drawing inputs from key bodies
including NAB, the Auditor General, the Competi-
tion Commission, FBR, and FIA.

The government will further strengthen the
capacity of Provincial Anti-Corruption Establish-
ments (PACEs) to carry out financial investigations
into corruption cases at the provincial level.In line
with the Anti-Money Laundering (AML) Act and

'The measure is part of a broader
reform agenda to ensure transpar-
ency, accountability, and institu-
tional oversight under Pakistan’s
ongoing IMF programme.

the National Fiscal Pact, the Financial Monitoring
Unit (FMU) will complete the required federal no-
tification process by December 2026.

This will formally designate PACEs as autho-
rised bodies to investigate money laundering linked
to corruption within their respective jurisdictions
and enable them to request and receive financial
intelligence from the FMU as recognised investi-
gating agencies.Pakistan and the IMF have already
agreed on the completion of the third review under
the $7 billion Extended Fund Facility (EFF), with
Islamabad committing to institutional strengthen-

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ing and improved governance to ensure a fair in-
vestment climate and support inclusive economic
growth. On the other hand, Pakistan’s total pub-
lic debt has surged to Rs. 81.4 trillion, including
both domestic and external liabilities, as the Sen-
ate Standing Committee on Economic Affairs was
briefed on April 6, 2026. According to the Ministry
of Finance, external debt alone accounts for over
Rs. 21 trillion. The meeting, chaired by Senator
Saifullah Abro, highlighted that the per capita debt
burden now stands at approximately Rs. 325,000,
based on the latest census data.

Officials cited persistent federal fiscal deficits,
primarily driven by government spending exceed-
ing revenues and high oil import costs, as key fac-
tors behind the rising debt.

During the session, the Committee noted that
while the government regularly services domestic
debt, it often does so by taking on additional loans,
raising concerns about Pakistan’s growing reliance
on borrowing to maintain financial sustainability.

Senator Abro also questioned the government’s
lack of measures to cut grants for parliamentarians
and urged the Finance Division to implement poli-
cies promoting financial discipline.The Committee
requested detailed information on a Rs. 65 billion
loan extended to banks by the State Bank of Paki-
stan, as well as province-wise debt liabilities for the
next meeting.

A proposal to allow voluntary repayment of per
capita debt by affluent citizens was discussed, with
Senator Rubina Khalid emphasising that any col-
lected funds must be used strictly for debt servicing
and protected from misuse.

| APRIL, 2026
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elecom oper-
ators, such as
Ufone, Zong,

and Jazz, have
refuted that they are ac-
countable for the SMS
alert charges imposed on
banking customers. This
clarification has followed
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lelcos emerge victori-
ous in Senate meeting
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of the SBP and transac-
tion-related messages,
with no discretionary
charges. He emphasised
that banks charge cus-
tomers for transaction-re-
lated messages with their
consent to enhance se-
curity and prevent fraud.

° ®
increased scrutiny of this The charges do not cover
issue during discussions 1 —\/ 1 the actual cost of SMS

at the Senate Standing
Committee on Finance
and Revenue, where law-
makers expressed con-
cerns about a significant
charge of money imposed
on bank account holders.
In an official state-
ment, industry stakehold-
ers clarified that banks
typically do not directly
connect with telecom
networks when sending
SMS alerts to customers.
Instead, messages are
routed through licensed
third-party  aggregators
who act as intermediar-
ies, managing routing, de-
livery optimisation, and
commercial agreements
before reaching the tele-
com operators. This in-
dicates that operators are
just one part of a larger
value chain and do not de-
termine the final charges
on the bank statements of
the customers. Telecom
companies offer bulk mes- [
saging services through
commercial agreements, |
either directly or via ag- \\
gregators, while banks -
independently set pricing
structures for their cus-
tomers, including month-
ly SMS alert fees, which

S

actual costs within the

messaging chain.
Operators have ex-

pressed their willingness

to the Senate Committee,
including transaction vol-

for SMS alerts to bank

customers
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Industry stakeholders clarified that banks typically do not
are often higher than the dil€Ctly connect with telecom networks when sending SMS
alerts to customers. Instead, messages are routed through
licensed third-party aggregators who act as intermediaries,
to provide detailed data Managing routing, delivery optimisation, and commercial

agreements before reaching the telecom operators

services. Masud high-
lighted the disparity in
rates charged by telcos to
banks compared to indi-
vidual customers, calling
it unreasonable.

SBP Deputy Gover-
nor Dr Inayat Hussain
stated that some regula-
tory SMS should be free
under SBP rules and op-
posed seeking detailed
SMS-related financials-
from banks.

Senator Anusha Reh-
man pointed out that the
actual cost of an SMS is
minimal, and charging
higher rates could indi-
cate arbitrage charging
by banks or telcos. The
meeting revealed that
banks and telcos operate
through third-party ag-
gregators for message de-
livery.

The meeting highlight-
ed the need for further in-
vestigation and rationali-
sation of SMS charges to
protect consumers from
excessive fees.

The banks in Pakistan
generate significant rev-
enue through SMS alerts
by charging customers
monthly fees that often
exceed the actual cost
of delivery. While banks
claim they are operat-
ing at a loss due to high
telecom charges, a Senate
panel review indicates
that banks earn revenue
by charging customers,
with some users paying

F

umes and service rates, to
show that there is no over-
charging on the telecom side. Telecom services in
Pakistan are subject to regulatory oversight by the
PTA, and operators have affirmed compliance with
all relevant requirements. They emphasised that
attributing end-customer charges solely to telecom
providers does not accurately reflect the ecosystem
and highlighted the roles of banks and aggregators
in determining the final cost to consumers. Indus-
try stakeholders reiterated their commitment to
supporting secure digital banking services and fi-
nancial inclusion in the country,pledging to engage
constructively with regulators and policymakers as
the issue is further examined by the legislature.

Muddassir Husain from Jazz, representing the
telcos, acknowledged that SMSs are a core aspect
of their business. However, he noted that banks
typically send only 2-3 messages to customers per
day, resulting in a maximum charge of around
Rs300 per month. In contrast, banks charge cus-
tomers over Rs400, with similar rates applied to
the Benazir Income Support Programme.

Senators raised concerns about the billions
charged for messaging services, with telecom com-
panies receiving higher payments. The Senate Fi-
nance Committee requested a year’s worth of SMS
charge data to investigate potential overcharging.

Banks claim that fees cover transaction alerts
and security, while telecoms argue that SMS is in-
tegral to their core business. Senators highlighted

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

that the actual cost of an SMS is only 1-2 paisa,
urging accountability and rationalisation to pro-
tect consumers from excessive charges. Banks are
under scrutiny for charging Rs3.40 per SMS to
customers, a significant increase from 42 paisa in
2021.

The Senate Standing Committee on Finance,
led by PPP Senator Saleem Mandviwalla, delved
into the matter and requested transaction details
and service charge rates from both banks, telcos,
and the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). The Commit-
tee also sought assistance from the Pakistan Tele-

Operators have expressed their
willingness to provide detailed
data to the Senate Committee,
including transaction volumes
and service rates, to show that
there is no overcharging on the

telecom side

communication Authority (PTA). Some members
of the Committee suggested that SMS fees should
be included in service charges or rationalised, in-
stead of the banks charging them separately. Za-
far Masud, President of the Pakistan Banking
Association (PBA), explained that SMS charges
are related to mandatory regulatory requirements

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

over Rs400 per month for
notifications, while telcos
charge roughly Rs2.6 to Rs3.4 per message.

The telcos in Pakistan have invested heavily to
provide high-speed internet and have introduced
numerous packages to offer customers affordable
and convenient options. This significant invest-
ment reflects their commitment to improving con-
nectivity across the country, enabling more people
to access the vast resources of the internet. With
the rise of digital services and the increasing de-
mand for online content, these telecom compa-
nies have recognised the need to enhance their
infrastructure. The introduction of various data
packages caters to the diverse needs of consumers,
allowing them to choose plans that match their us-
age patterns and budgets. From basic packages for
casual users to more extensive options for heavy
streamers and gamers, there's something available
for everyone. This flexible approach not only en-
hances customer satisfaction but also promotes a
competitive market where consumers can benefit
from better services and prices.

Moreover, as high-speed internet becomes
more prevalent, it opens up new opportunities for
education, remote work, and e-commerce in Paki-
stan. The ongoing efforts by telecom companies to
expand their coverage and improve service quality
are vital for promoting digital literacy and inno-
vation in the region, potentially transforming the
socio-economic landscape for many.
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Ambitious plan to
increase edible oil
production through

alternative means
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By concentrating on these key areas, the Program aims to
establish amore sustainable agricultural sector to meetlocal
demands efficiently. A significant aspect of this program
is the introduction of cluster-based crop diversification,
which organises farmers within specific geographic areas to
optimise production and resources

he Pakistan Agricultural Research Coun-

cil (PARC) has put forward a Rs1.65 bil-

lion project to boost oilseed cultivation

and minimise dependence on imported
edible oil. The ambitious five-year project, named
“The National Crop Diversification and Import
Substitution Program (QOilseeds),” is due to be im-
plemented from July 2026 to June 2031 nationwide.
The primary goal of this initiative is to significantly
increase domestic oilseed production by adopting
climate-smart agricultural practices, implementing
modern seed systems, providing extensive farmer
training, and enhancing value chains.

By concentrating on these key areas, the program
aims to establish a more sustainable agricultural sec-
tor to meet local demands efficiently. A significant
aspect of this programme is the introduction of clus-
ter-based crop diversification, which organises farm-
ers within specific geographic areas to optimise pro-
duction and resources. To further support farmers
in modernising their practices, the initiative plans to
establish farmer field demonstration hubs that serve
as hands-on training centres. Additionally, digital
advisory systems will be integrated into the farming
framework to offer real-time guidance and support
for farmers to adopt modern and efficient farming

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

methods.

A crucial focus of the plan is to strengthen the
national seed system, which is vital for increasing
productivity levels. This will be achieved by ex-
panding the production of breeder, foundation, and
certified seeds to ensure that high-quality seeds are
readily available to farmers. With improved seed
quality, the anticipated enhancement in yields and
profitability of priority oilseed crops will not only
benefit farmers directly but also contribute to the
broader economic stability of the region.

Moreover, the initiative aims to foster agricultur-
al innovation and growth, ultimately seeking to re-
duce edible oil imports by 10 to 20 percent through
enhanced local production. This reduction would
alleviate pressure on the country’s foreign exchange
reserves and enhance food security. As part of the
proposed plan, authorities intend to conduct na-
tional zoning for six oilseed crops, evaluating and
determining the suitability of various regions for
specific crops based on climatic and soil conditions.
Additionally, the establishment of 10 to 15 produc-
tion clusters across Pakistan will facilitate improved
resource management and collaboration among
farmers, enabling them to share knowledge and
techniques that further enhance their productivity.

ECONOMY |
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In essence, this comprehensive initiative rep-
resents a significant stride towards achieving a
self-sufficient agricultural landscape in Pakistan, ad-
dressing the critical issue of edible oil imports while
promoting sustainable farming practices that bene-
fit both farmers and the environment. The project
will also establish 20 to 50 operational model farms.
Furthermore, cluster expansion will shift around
100,000 acres towards oilseed cultivation.

Additionally, 50 to 100 demonstration hubs will
be established, each covering two to five hectares,
benefiting 2,000 to 5,000 farmers and extension
workers, through training programs.

The proposal includes the evaluation of approx-
imately 6,000 germplasm accessions and aims to
scale up certified seed production to between 2,000
and 5,000 tons.

Furthermore, the project will establish 10 to 15
seed multiplication farms, and authorities plan to
form five to seven public-private partnership agree-
ments to strengthen certified seed supply and in-
dustry linkages. Overall, the initiative is expected
to enhance domestic oilseed productivity and help
reduce Pakistan’s edible oil import bill through alter-
natives to increase local production.

Overall, the initiative is expect-
ed to enhance domestic oilseed
productivity and help reduce
Pakistan’s edible oil import bill
through alternatives to increase
local production

In 1968, Palm Oil was introduced to Pakistan.
Before the nationalisation of the industry in 1972,
the PVMA set a unique example of collective action
by organising joint oil purchases for all 26 Ghee pro-
duction units in operation at the time. The PVMA
managed the imports by opening L/Cs on behalf of
all the units and distributing the oil according to their
respective quotas. To control imports, the Ministry
of Industries introduced a policy to allocate quotas
based on each unit’s assessed production capacity.

This assessment, conducted in 1969, became a
source of contention as many units challenged the
capacity evaluations made by non-technical bureau-
crats. Pakistan’s edible oil / Oilseed Industry is now
one of the largest Industries. There is tremendous
growth in our per capita consumption.

The demand for 250 million people in the coun-
try is estimated to be around 4.50 million tons, and
the production of indigenous oil is very small thus,
the country has to rely on the import of Edible Qils
and Oilseeds to cater for the total consumption,
which is indeed a huge strain on the foreign ex-
change bill. It is therefore imperative that the Palm
Oil cultivation be encouraged, rekindling hope for
a cut in the import bills of edible oil after the crop’s
commercial production.

The Sindh government is planning to promote
Palm Qil plantations to increase the local produc-
tion of edible oil. For this, the Sindh Coastal De-
velopment Authority (SCDA), in collaboration with
Malaysian firms, is promoting Palm Oil cultivation
along the coastal belt.

Despite these efforts, the cultivation of palm oil
in Pakistan faces numerous challenges. The yield
remains low due to a lack of expertise in crop man-
agement and insufficient infrastructure, such as stor-
age facilities and efficient transportation. Marketing
also poses a significant challenge, as palm fruits
are highly perishable and require careful handling
to prevent deterioration. Overcoming these hurdles
will require dedicated efforts and investment in
training, technology, and infrastructure. Additional-
ly, alternative crops like Sunflower and Rapeseed,
which are better suited to Pakistan’s climate and
soil, should be cultivated to diversify the industry’s
production base.

Pakistan is now not only importing Edible Oil
but Oilseeds as well. The Industry growth is enor-
mous, and being an essential commodity, coordi-
nation between Import & Edible Oils & Oilseeds is
imperative. We need to focus on developing more
Brands & produce Qualitative Products.
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VEON top leaders
exchange views with

PM, K

on digitisa-

tion, spectrum auction

investment

b i, —

Terzio lu praised the government’s efforts to create

an attractive investiment environment and reaffirmed
VEON’s dedication to expanding its presence in Pakistan.
He highlighted VEON’s aspirations to go beyond
traditional telecom services and contribute to Pakistan’s

digital transformation

rime Minister Shehbaz Sharif held dis-

cussions with CEO VEON Group Kaan

Terzioglu on investment opportunities and

the promotion of the digital economy in
Pakistan.

The Prime Minister emphasized the govern-
ment’s commitment to creating a conducive envi-
ronment for foreign investment, particularly in dig-
ital infrastructure and services.

In separate meeting, Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurang-
zeb, met with a high-level delegation from VEON
led by Kaan Terziolllu, Group CEO of VEON,
Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of JazzWorld and Syed Za-
heer Mehdi, Chief Corporate & Regulatory Officer
of JazzWorld.

The Finance Minister welcomed the Group
CEO of VEON and commended its visit to Paki-
stan. Kaan Terziolllu praised the government for
the successful multi-band spectrum auction and
acknowledged the country’s improving macro-eco-
nomic stability.

During the meeting, the Finance Ministerem-
phasised that the spectrum auction was conducted
transparently and through a consultative process,
balancing pricing considerations with the need to
support a sustainable telecom ecosystem. He high-
lighted that the outcome benefits all stakeholders,
particularly the citizens of Pakistan, through en-
hanced connectivity and digital services.

The Minister mentioned visitors that the suc-
cessful auction has garnered international recog-
nition, positioning Pakistan prominently in global
telecom discussions. He reiterated the government’s
commitment to transparency, policy consistency,
and investor facilitation under the Prime Minister’s
leadership.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Discussions also touched on Pakistan’s econom-
ic outlook, ongoing reforms, and efforts to strength-
en international partnerships. The Finance Minister
briefed the delegation on initiatives to bolster mac-
ro-economic stability, attract foreign investment,
and leverage emerging technologies like artificial
intelligence and digital finance.

Terzio llu praised the government’s efforts to
create an attractive investment environment and
reaffirmed VEON’s dedication to expanding its
presence in Pakistan. He highlighted VEON’s as-
pirations to go beyond traditional telecom services
and contribute to Pakistan’s digital transformation.

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of JazzWorld, highlight-
ed the company’s support for the government’s
digitisation agenda, particularly in digital payments
and financial inclusion. He spotlighted JazzCash’s
role in facilitating targeted subsidy delivery and QR
code-based payment solutions developed in collab-
oration with government entities.

The Finance MinisterrecognisedJazzWorld and
VEON’s contributions to Pakistan's digital ecosys-
tem, especially in advancing the government'’s vi-
sion of a cashless economy. He commended their

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |
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ongoing support for innovation, financial inclusion,
and technology-driven growth.

Both sides expressed their commitment to en-
hancing collaboration in the telecom and digital
sectors to further Pakistan’s economic development
and digital transformation objectives.

In a separate development, VEON announced
that its subsidiary JazzCash has onboarded its 1
millionth Raast QR-enabled merchant, marking
a major milestone in Pakistan’s journey towards a
cashless and digitally inclusive economy.

Raast is Pakistan’s national instant payment sys-
tem — a digital payments infrastructure launched by
the State Bank of Pakistan in 2021. Raast enables
interoperability across Pakistan's financial sector,
empowering merchants by accelerating the use of
digital payment tools such as QR codes to advance
digital financial inclusion in the country.

With one million Raast QR-enabled merchants,
JazzCash powers Pakistan’s largest digital payment
acceptance network, digitising everyday commerce
across corner shops, micro-entrepreneurs, retailers
and online businesses alike.

Kaan Terzioglu, VEON CEOQ, and Aamir Ibra-
him, JazzWorld CEO and JazzCash Chairman,
onboarded Behbud Crafts in Islamabad. The mer-
chant is a retail outlet operated by Behbud Associa-
tion, a pioneering non-profit organisation dedicated
to empowering women through vocational training,
education, and sustainable livelihoods.

“We commend the Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and the State Bank of Pakistan for their
clear vision to promote digital payments, financial
inclusion, and economic transparency. Through
JazzCash, VEON proudly supports this nation-
al agenda, expanding access to secure and conve-
nient financial services that empower individuals
and businesses alike. Pakistan’s progress towards a
cashless economy is essential for its growth, and an
example for other countries driving financial inclu-
sion,” said Kaan Terziol | lu, CEO of VEON Group.

“Reaching 1 million QR-enabled merchants is a
significant step in embedding digital payments into
the daily lives of Pakistanis. From neighbourhood
shops to mission-driven organisations like Behbud
Association, JazzCash is enabling seamless, in-
teroperable payments that support small business-
es and strengthen the digital economy. Our focus
remains on making financial services accessible,
intuitive, and relevant for every Pakistani,” added
Murtaza Ali, CEO of JazzCash.

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of JazzWorld
highlighted Jazz(Cash’s role in
facilitating targeted subsidy deliv-
ery and QR code-based payment
solutions developed in collabora-
tion with government entities

JazzCash serves a registered customer base of
58 million and has processed more than PKR 15
trillion in transaction value in 2025 — roughly USD
53 billion, or the equivalent of 13% of Pakistan’s
GDP. Through its growing network of merchants,
QR payments, digital lending, and integration with
Raast, JazzCash is helping formalise Pakistan’s
economy while creating new opportunities for en-
trepreneurs, including women-led enterprises.

This milestone reflects VEON’s broader com-
mitment to building inclusive digital ecosystems
that support economic growth and improve every-
day lives across its markets.
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Turkish delegation visits Airlink
to discuss business insights and

market

P

dynamics

Muzaffar Piracha, the CO 0 Airlik C

’ ]

el .

ommunication, briefed the Turkish delegation on

the company’s accomplishments and ongoing initiatives. Airlink is a leading manufacturer,
distributor, and retailer of smartphones, smart TVs, and smart wearables in Pakistan. These
products serve the local market and are also exported globally, contributing to the valuable
foreign exchange of the country

irlink was honoured to welcome a
prominent Turkish delegation for a
productive exchange aimed at enhanc-
ing cross-border collaboration. Muzaf-
far Piracha, the CEO of Airlink Communication,
briefed the Turkish delegation on the company’s
accomplishments and ongoing initiatives. Airlink
is a leading manufacturer, distributor, and retailer
of smartphones, smart TVs, and smart wearables

in Pakistan. These products serve the local mar-
ket and are also exported globally, contributing
to the valuable foreign exchange of the country.
This strategy not only supports the domestic
economy but also reduces the need for costly im-
ports, saving billions of rupees.

During the meeting, the delegation acknowl-
edged Airlink Communication’s commitment to
providing quality products at reasonable prices
while adhering to international standards. They
recognised that the company’s tireless efforts
contribute significantly to its progress, enabling
it to establish a strong market presence both do-
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mestically and abroad. The Turkish delegation
engaged in a thoughtful dialogue with Airlink
representatives, exploring key business insights
and evolving market dynamics.

They discussed the intricacies of navigating
current consumer demands and technological
advancements in the ever-competitive electronics
market.

One of the highlights of the meeting was the
exploration of future opportunities across vari-
ous sectors, particularly in engineering and agri-
culture.

As Airlink Communication
continues to expand its footprint
and innovate in the tech industry,

building partnerships with
international delegations like the

one from Turkey could pave the

way for new opportunities and

advancements that benefit both
economies significantly

The Turkish delegation brought valuable
perspectives on innovative agricultural practic-
es, which could complement Airlink’s technolo-
gy-driven approach.

Both parties recognised the potential for
cross-industry collaboration that could lead to
groundbreaking advancements and sustainable
development initiatives.

The interaction proved to be a valuable plat-

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK |

form for exchanging perspectives and ideas, fos-
tering a sense of camaraderie between the two
countries.

It helped identify common challenges and ar-
eas of mutual interest where collaboration could
thrive. Such engagements reflect the crucial im-
portance of maintaining an open line of dialogue
and shared learning, which are essential for
building meaningful international partnerships.

- pe . - —

These partnerships are not only vital for im-
mediate business prospects but are also essential
for fostering long-term growth and development
in both nations.

This interaction of two corporate entities ex-
emplifies the spirit of cooperation and the desire
to learn from one another’s experiences.

As Airlink Communication continues to ex-
pand its footprint and innovate in the tech in-
dustry, building partnerships with international
delegations like the one from Turkey could pave
the way for new opportunities and advancements
that benefit both economies significantly.

APRIL, 2026

A
3
m
.
”
b=
1
m
Al
0
<
m
"y

@

dTHOMZZVT




A
=
m
.
»
C
T
m
-
0
<
m
pa

o

dTHOMZZYr

Business News Magazine

Free download: flare.pk

EVENT | FLARE REPORT []

Infinix presents NOTE 60 Series
with Al Matrix Display and Snap-
dragon integration for the first time

MOTEGOSERIES

MNOTEBOSER:

| jene

Simon Feng, CEO of Infinix Pakistan, highlighted the company’s vision for a more

pdragon

connected and empowered generation with the NOTE 60 Series, offering 5G and
Al-driven experiences to enable users to excel in a rapidly evolving digital world

nfinix, the leading smartphone brand in Paki-

stan, hosted a grand launch event for its high-

ly anticipated NOTE 60 Series, showcasing

innovation and intelligent smartphone expe-
riences. The event, held in Lahore, demonstrated
Infinix’s commitment to the Pakistani market, of-
fering cutting-edge technology, powerful perfor-
mance, and next-generation features tailored for to-
day’s youth under the campaign theme “Take Note,
Take Lead.”

The event drew media, tech experts, lifestyle
influencers, and industry insiders eager to witness
the unveiling of the NOTE 60 Series. The event fea-
tured a lively performance by artist Faris Shafi and
a dynamic dance performance by the Dynamite
Crew, adding excitement and energy to the launch.
Attendees had the opportunity to explore the device
in the experience zone, interacting with the AT Ma-
trix Display, experiencing the speed of Snapdrag-
on-powered 5G performance, and admiring its bold
design inspired by Ferrari. Simon Feng, CEO of
Infinix Pakistan, highlighted the company’s vision
for a more connected and empowered generation
with the NOTE 60 Series, offering 5G and Al-driv-
en experiences to enable users to excel in a rapidly
evolving digital world.

Cyrus Legg, Director of Systems Engineering,
Consumer Audio, Embedded Audio BU, JBL, ex-
pressed pride in partnering with Infinix through the
“SOUND BY JBL” initiative to provide powerful,

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

immersive audio experiences to a global audience.
The collaboration with Qualcomm Technol-
ogies was also emphasised during the event, with

Infinix

p— ]

§ —=m ¥

Chenwei Yen, Senior Vice President of Product
Management at Qualcomm Technologies, under-
scoring the historic significance of the partnership.
The collaboration aims to redefine mobile perfor-
mance standards, setting a new benchmark for
speed and power to meet the demands of a genera-
tion that seeks excellence in mobile technology.

With its sleek and modern design,
the NOTE 60 Series stands out
instantly. Kvery curve, every detail
reflects precision and elegance,
giving users a device that not only
performs exceptionally but also
looks stunning in hand

Fabio Calorio, Senior Vice President, Business

collaboration with Infinix, highlighting the shared
vision of bringing speed and elegance into the fu-

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ture of smart devices. The NOTE 60 Series has
officially launched—and it’s already setting a new
benchmark in the smartphone market. Designed
for those who demand excellence, this latest release
combines premium style with powerful perfor-
mance, making it one of the most exciting devices
available today.

With its sleek and modern design, the NOTE 60
Series stands out instantly. Every curve, every detail
reflects precision and elegance, giving users a device

that not only performs exceptionally but also looks
stunning in hand. Under the hood, the NOTE 60
Series delivers top-tier performance. Built with ad-
vanced processing power and optimised efficiency,
it ensures smooth multitasking, faster app launches,
and an overall seamless experience. Whether you're
gaming, streaming, or working on the go, this de-
vice keeps up effortlessly.

The display offers breathtaking clarity, bringing
content to life with vibrant colours and sharp detail.
From watching videos to browsing photos, every in-
teraction feels immersive and engaging.

What truly makes the Note 60 Series shine is
its ability to deliver a complete experience. It’s fast,
reliable, stylish, and packed with next-generation
features that cater to modern users. In a competi-
tive market, it confidently stands among the best—
offering value, innovation, and performance all in
one device. The NOTE 60 Series isn’t just another
smartphone launch—it’s a statement.
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Flare: Inovi Telecom was founded in 2021.
How would you describe the company in 20267

Zeeshan Mianoor: We have moved beyond ba-
sic assembly. Today, Inovi functions as a localised
manufacturing and technology platform, integrating
production, distribution, and after-sales services into
a cohesive ecosystem. Our focus is on building sus-
tainable capabilities rather than just expanding scale.

Flare: Your company collaborates with brands
like Infinix, itel, Tecno, Sony and Villaon. How do
you characterise these partnerships?

Zeeshan Mianoor: These are strategic alliances
involving licensed manufacturing and localised as-
sembly, supported by distribution and service part-
nerships. The goal is to efficiently bring global tech-
nology to local consumers.

Flare: Your group has multiple entities. How
are they structured?

Zeeshan Mianoor: We operate as an integrated
ecosystem, aligning manufacturing, distribution, lo-
gistics, and retail functions across different entities.
This structure enables us to maintain efficiency and
control throughout the value chain.

Flare: Your reported production capacity is
500,000 units per month. What is the actual out-
put?

Zeeshan Mianoor: Our installed capacity ex-
ceeds 500,000 units per month, with utilisation typ-
ically ranging from 65% to 75% based on demand.
This translates to an average output of approximate-
ly 300,000 to 380,000 devices monthly.

Flare: How much of your production can be
considered genuinely “Made in Pakistan’?

Zeeshan Mianoor: Currently, local value addi-
tion accounts for around 15 to 25 per cent, covering
assembly, testing, and packaging. While core com-
ponents are still imported, we are gradually moving
towards deeper localisation.

Flare: What manufacturing processes are con-
ducted locally?

Zeeshan Mianoor: We handle software loading,
functional testing, quality control, final packaging,
and limited PCB assembly locally. These processes
are crucial for ensuring product reliability and con-
sistency.

Flare: Inovi was among the early exporters of
locally assembled smartphones. How has that jour-
ney progressed?

Zeeshan Mianoor: While we did initiate exports
to showcase Pakistan’s manufacturing potential, ex-
ports have not scaled significantly. Pakistan currently
faces challenges in global smartphone exports due to
cost structures, reliance on imported components,
and policy constraints. Our focus now is on strength-
ening the local ecosystem before re-entering export
markets more substantially.

Flare: Which international markets do you aim
for, and what challenges do you encounter?

Zeeshan Mianoor: At present, we are not ac-
tively pursuing international markets. While we ex-
plored exports previously to demonstrate capability,

Dollar dependency, policy
inconsistency, and the presence of
a grey market are major challeng-
es that directly impact competi-
tiveness and long-term investment
decisions

Pakistan is not yet fully competitive in global smart-
phone manufacturing. Our immediate priority is to
enhance local manufacturing capabilities, improve
efficiencies, and establish a strong foundation before
expanding exports in the future.

Flare: As Deputy Vice Chairman of the Paki-
stan Mobile Phone Manufacturers Association,
what are your key policy priorities?

Zeeshan Mianoor: Consistency in taxation and
regulatory policies, control over used and refurbished
imports, and incentives for deeper localisation in
components are the three critical areas of focus.

Flare: What structural challenges require ur-
gent reform?

Zeeshan Mianoor: Dollar dependency, policy
inconsistency, and the presence of a grey market are
major challenges that directly impact competitive-
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Pakistan’s mobile manufacturing sector has evolved with local
assembly dominating the market. Questions about sustainability,
exports,andpolicy consistency are crucial forits future. Inovi Telecom,
a key player in Pakistan’s manufacturing ambitions, is navigating
these challenges. CEO Zeeshan Mianoor discusses industry progress
and the way forward in an exclusive interview with Flare

ness and long-term investment decisions.

Flare: With the arrival of 5G, how prepared is
Inovi Telecom?

Zeeshan Mianoor: We are operationally pre-
pared for 5G. However, since demand in Pakistan is
primarily concentrated in the sub-$300 segment, the
adoption of 5G will be gradual. Our strategy is to
align product availability with market readiness.

Flare: Are there plans to diversify beyond
smartphones?

Zeeshan Mianoor: Yes, we are exploring catego-
ries such as tablets, IoT devices, and smart accesso-
ties, as part of a broader connected ecosystem strat-
egy.-

Flare: How do you compete with global brands
in terms of pricing and quality?

Zeeshan Mianoor: Local manufacturing pro-
vides a cost advantage of approximately 15 to 18%,
coupled with a robust distribution network across
400+ cities. This allows us to maintain competitive-
ness while upholding quality standards through our
global partnerships.

Flare: There is still a perception gap regarding
locally assembled devices. How do you address
this?

Zeeshan Mianoor: The most effective way to ad-
dress perception issues is through consistent product
quality and reliable after-sales service. Over time,
positive user experiences build trust.

Flare: After-sales service remains a concern for
many consumers. What is your approach?

Zeeshan Mianoor: We have a nationwide service
network with standardised service protocols, focus-
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ing on accessibility and timely issue resolution.

Flare: What key performance indicators (KPIs)
do you use to track customer satisfaction?

Zeeshan Mianoor: We monitor turnaround time
(TAT), first-time resolution rates, warranty claim ra-
tios, and customer satisfaction scores (CSAT) to en-
sure service quality.

Flare: Some feedback highlights concerns about
the workplace environment. How do you respond?

Zeeshan Mianoor: We take such feedback seri-
ously and continuously work to enhance our work-
place structure, employee development, and per-
formance-based growth opportunities as a growing
organisation.

Flare: What initiatives are in place to develop
local talent?

Zeeshan Mianoor: We invest in technical train-
ing programs and skill transfer initiatives, including
collaborations with international experts, to enhance
local manufacturing capabilities.

Flare: Your group operates across various sec-
tors. What is the overarching vision?

Zeeshan Mianoor: Diversification is a strategic
move to build resilience and supportive infrastruc-
ture around our core telecom business, ensuring
long-term sustainability.

Flare: Lastly, what is your long-term vision for
Pakistan’s electronics industry?

Zeeshan Mianoor: Pakistan has the potential to
emerge as a regional electronics manufacturing hub.
Achieving this goal will require deeper localisation,
increased exports, and a skilled workforce, backed by
consistent and forward-thinking policies.
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vivo Pakistan marks the spirit of
Ramadan with 2nd phase of
“Gapture the Future” initiative at
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SOS Children’s Villages
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Under the mltlatlve ohlldren partlol ate in dedloated photography and videography
workshops, supported by vivo smartphones and structured creative learning programs.
These sessions encourage children to explore their surroundings, capture meaningful

moments, and express their thoughts through visual storytelling

ivo Pakistan has officially commenced the

cond phase of its CSR initiative, “Capture

‘ } the Future,” reaffirming the brand’s commit-

ment to empowering young minds and giv-

ing back to the community. The new chapter of the

program began with a heartwarming Eid gifts distri-

bution ceremony for children at SOS Children’s Vil-

lages, spreading joy and marking the start of another

year of impactful initiatives. The specially tailored

Eid gifts are designed to encourage art and creativ-

ity among children, inspiring them to express them-
selves and explore their imagination.

Launched in 2025 in collaboration with the SOS
Children’s Villages Pakistan, “Capture the Future”
is a three-year CSR initiative designed to empower
underprivileged children by providing access to cre-
ative learning opportunities through mobile imag-
ing technology. The program focuses on developing
children’s creativity, imagination, and storytelling
abilities through photography and videography. vivo
believes that technology can be a powerful tool to in-
spire young minds and help them see the world from
new perspectives.

Under the initiative, children participate in dedi-
cated photography and videography workshops, sup-
ported by vivo smartphones and structured creative
learning programs. These sessions encourage chil-
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dren to explore their surroundings, capture mean-
ingful moments, and express their thoughts through
visual storytelling. The program also includes spe-
cialized training sessions, photography exhibitions,
and creative activities designed to build confidence
and nurture talent among young participants.

Launched in 2025 in collabora-
tion with the SOS Children’s
Villages Pakistan, “Capture the
Future” is a three-year CSR
initiative designed to empower
underprivileged children by
providing access to creative
learning opportunities through
mobile imaging technology

The second vear of the initiative begins with a
spirit of celebration and generosity as vivo shared
Eid gifts with children at SOS Children’s Villages.
The ceremony reflects the shared vision of both or-
ganizations to create meaningful opportunities for
children and contribute to their personal growth and
well-being.
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Speaking about the initiative, Mr. Muhammad
Zohair Chohan, Director Brand Strategy at vivo,
said: “At vivo, we believe technology should create
meaningful impact beyond innovation. Through
‘Capture the Future, we aim to empower young
minds with creative tools that allow them to express
themselves and explore their potential. As we begin
the second year of this initiative with SOS Children’s
Villages, we are excited to continue supporting chil-
dren in capturing their dreams and building a bright-
er future.”

Ms. Saba Faisal, National Director at SOS Chil-
dren’s Villages Pakistan, also expressed appreciation
for the partnership. “Our collaboration with vivo
through ‘Capture the Future’ provides children with
unique opportunities to learn, explore creativity, and
share their stories with the world. Initiatives like this
play a vital role in helping children build confidence
and develop valuable skills. Celebrating Eid together
with the children made this moment even more spe-
cial.” Through “Capture the Future,” vivo continues
to demonstrate its global commitment to social re-
sponsibility by combining technology, creativity, and
education to empower communities. As the initiative
enters its second year, vivo aims to further expand its
impact and inspire more children to discover their
talents and capture their future.
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Flare: You have had a long career in journalism
spanning various news channels. How would you
characterise your professional journey?

Mehreen Jamil: My journey has been a steady
progression. Working in different news organisa-
tions has provided me with insights into newsroom
dynamics, audience expectations, and editorial re-
sponsibilities, all of which have contributed to my
professional development.

Flare: What have been the significant learning
experiences during your tenure at different televi-
sion networks?

Mehreen Jamil: Each newsroom has its unique
pace and priorities. Exposure to diverse environ-
ments has enabled me to adapt quickly, maintain
composure under pressure, and uphold consistency
in my work.

Flare: You are currently affiliated with Express
News. How has this role enhanced your skills?

Mehreen Jamil: My time at Express News has
reinforced my discipline and consistency, particu-
larly during prime-time news broadcasts. It has also
allowed me to refine my delivery and focus on ac-
curacy.

Flare: Your news delivery is often commended
for its clarity and impartiality. What is your ap-
proach to presenting news?

Mehreen Jamil: Presenting news reports re-
quires a sense of responsibility. It involves not just
reading the news but also comprehending the con-
text and delivering information in a clear and objec-
tive manner.

Flare: With a background in finance, how does
that background contribute to your work as a jour-
nalist?

Mehreen Jamil: My finance background enables
me to think analytically, providing me with a better
understanding of economic developments and poli-
cy-related news, which enriches my perspective.

Flare: How do you view the current state of
journalism in Pakistan?

Mehreen Jamil: The journalism landscape in
Pakistan is rapidly evolving. While there are chal-
lenges, there is also immense potential. Upholding
credibility is more crucial than ever.

Flare: What are the primary challenges con-
fronting mainstream media today?

Mehreen Jamil: Social media and the prolif-
eration of fake news pose significant challenges to
mainstream media. They often create a perception
that mainstream media is biased or does not pres-
ent the complete picture, impacting credibility and
public trust.

Flare: How do you perceive the role of digital
and social media in journalism?

Mehreen Jamil: Digital media plays a vital role
in news communication, but it also presents chal-
lenges due to the abundance of fake and unverified
information.

My finance background enables
me to think analytically, providing
me with a better understanding of

economic developments and
policy-related news, which
enriches my perspective

Flare: What is your approach to creating digi-
tal content and vlogs?

Mehreen Jamil: My goal is to make news easily
understandable. I strive to present information in a
more engaging and accessible manner to ensure that
it resonates with a broader audience.

Flare: How do you maintain credibility as a
journalist while engaging with digital platforms?

Mehreen Jamil: Upholding credibility is para-
mount. I ensure that my digital content aligns with
the same professional standards I adhere to in my
journalism.

Flare: What qualities do you believe define an
internationally recognised news anchor today?

Mehreen Jamil: Clarity, composure, thorough
research, and consistency are essential attributes.
Understanding the content being presented is as cru-
cial as delivering it effectively.

Flare: How do you prepare for high-pressure or
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Mehreen Jamil argues
the importance of
precision, credibility

and the digital

in media

shift

MehreenJamil, aseasoned news anchorin Pakistan’s media
industry, has over a decade of experience. She is known for
her composed and credible delivery, having worked with
top television networks. Currently with Express News, she
excels in prime-time bulletins with her clear delivery and
professional tone. With a background in finance, Mehreen
bringsanalytical depthto hereconomic and policy coverage.
She is also making a mark in digital content creation,
simplifying news for broader audiences through short-form
content and vlogs. In the future, Mehreen aims to expand
into television programming and analytical formats while
continuing to thrive in the digital media landscape

breaking news situations?

Mehreen Jamil: Preparation involves thorough
research, verifying information, and maintaining
mental focus. In live situations, clear thinking is im-
perative.

Flare: What kind of stories resonate with you
the most?

Mehreen Jamil: Stories that have a direct impact
on people’s lives, particularly those related to eco-
nomic and social issues, hold the most significance
for me.

Flare: How do you handle criticism, especially
on social media?

Mehreen Jamil: I often choose to ignore base-
less criticism or harsh language on social media.
Constructive feedback can be beneficial and can fuel
my passion for my work.

Flare: What opportunities do you see for
emerging talent in the media industry?

Mehreen Jamil: There are ample opportunities
for new talent in the media industry. With the sector
continuing to expand, hardworking individuals can
find their place and excel.

Flare: You have shown an interest in TV pro-
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gramming. What direction do you envision for
yourself in this field?

Mehreen Jamil: I am inclined towards analyti-
cal and discussion-based formats that allow for in-
depth exploration of various topics.

Flare: Where do you foresee digital media
heading in Pakistan?

Mehreen Jamil: Digital media will continue to
grow and reshape how audiences consume content,
representing the future of media consumption.

Flare: What keeps you motivated after a de-
cade in the industry?

Mehreen Jamil: The responsibility of informing
the public and the opportunity for continuous learn-
ing serve as my primary sources of motivation.

Flare: What advice would you offer to aspiring
journalists?

Mehreen Jamil: Work diligently and refrain
from complaining. Hard work always yields results.

Flare: How do you define success in journalism
today?

Mehreen Jamil: Success in journalism is built on
trust. If your audience trusts you, you have achieved
something truly meaningful.
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DS Railways commits to restore
vital Shorkot train, upgrade

Jhang

anif Gul said that the department

station

=

-

is actively taking steps to enhance passenger

facilities and that the matter of restoring train services would be put before the
Federal Minister for Railways, Hanif Abbasi, as well as the CEO of Pakistan Railways,
Aamir Ali Baloch, at the earliest

ivisional Superintendent of Pakistan
Railways, Multan, Hanif Gul, recently
visited Jhang to know about the pas-
senger facilities at both Jhang City and
Jhang Cantt railway stations. The visit of DS Rail-
ways attracted a large number of citizens to the site,
including the notable social figure Sheikh Dr. Moaz-
zam, to show his support for matters of community
concern. During the visit, residents took the oppor-
tunity to speak about the problems they have been
facing since the suspension of train services in 2024.
Locals pointed out that this situation has severely im-
pacted thousands of individuals from Jhang and the
surrounding areas, who now struggle with serious
travel issues.
Residents emphasised that the trains, particularly
the service operating from Shorkot Cantt via Jhang,
played a crucial role in connecting rural and urban

a8
populations. This particular service was not only vi-
tal for commuting but was also heavily relied upon
by a diverse group of passengers, including students
to reach their educational institutions, workers to
their jobs, and for the transportation of goods for
the traders. With the closure of this essential service,
they grumbled, many are now left with no option but
to take to expensive alternative means of transpor-
tation, which has put an undue financial burden on
low-income households.

During his visit, Hanif Gul recognised the valid-
ity of these concerns and assured the public that Pa-
kistan Railways is fully aware of the challenges faced
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by commuters. He said that the department is active-
ly taking steps to enhance passenger facilities and
that the matter of restoring train services would be

This particular service was not
only vital for commuting but was
also heavily relied upon by a
diverse group of passengers,
including students to reach
educational institutions, workers
to their jobs, and for the transpor-
tation of goods for the traders

put before the Federal Minister for Railways, Hanif
Abbasi, as well as the CEO of Pakistan Railways,
Aamir Ali Baloch, at the earliest.
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The potential revival of the Shorkot Cantt train
service is currently under consideration, and Gul ex-
pressed hope that, along with this, there would be
significant upgradation of the platforms and overall
facilities at the railway stations.

Additionally, during his visit, Hanif Gul toured a
modern welfare hospital project being developed by
Sheikh Dr. Moazzam. He took the time to inspect
various wards, rooms, and the overall facilities of the
hospital, appreciating the initiative. Gul remarked

that projects of this nature are essential for substan-
tially improving healthcare services in the region,
which resonates deeply with the community’s needs.
Citizens expressed hope that the train service will
soon be restored, alongside enhancements to pas-
senger facilities, allowing for a more seamless travel
experience in the future.
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Malavsia resumes tourism ties
with Pakistan after
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Tourism Malaysia’s participa.tioh. at PTM 2026
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Malaysia's diverse tourism offerings, strengthen distribution partnerships, and showcase
its multicultural heritage through vibrant cultural performances, which enriched the

exhibition experience

ourism Malaysia successfully concluded

its participation at Pakistan Travel Mart

2026 (PTM 2026) held in Karachi and

Islamabad, reaffirming Malaysia’s strong
commitment to strengthening tourism cooperation
with Pakistan and expanding engagement with
key travel trade stakeholders. Tourism Malaysia
marked its return to Pakistan Travel Mart 2026
(PTM 2026) after a gap of five years with an ac-
tive and high-level presence. Over the three-day ex-
hibition in Karachi and Islamabad, the Malaysia
Pavilion attracted significant interest from industry
partners, media representatives, and consumers
through productive business meetings, destination

briefings, and collaborative discussions focused on
enhancing travel flows to Malaysia in support of
Visit Malaysia 2026 (VM2026). The active pres-
ence of senior Tourism Malaysia leadership further
reflected the importance of the Pakistan market
within Malaysia's regional tourism strategy.

Tourism Malaysia’s participation at PTM 2026
provided a valuable platform to promote Malay-
sia’s diverse tourism offerings, strengthen distribu-
tion partnerships, and showcase its multicultural
heritage through vibrant cultural performances,
which enriched the exhibition experience. The
strong response received from trade visitors and
consumers alike reinforces Malaysia's positioning
as a preferred destination for Pakistanis.

The Malaysia Pavilion remained a key attrac-
tion, featuring strong engagement from travel part-
ners and visitors while highlighting Malaysia’s di-
verse tourism offerings aligned with PTM 2026’s
theme, “Shaping the Future of Travel: Innovation,
Sustainability & Global Connectivity.” The pres-
ence of His Excellency Mr. Herman Hardynata
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Ahmad, Consul General of Malaysia in Karachi,
Mohd Faharuddin Hatmin, Director, Tourism
Malaysia, and Ms. Mohana Murni Shanmugam,

@

Deputy Director, Tourism Malaysia, further under-
scored Malaysia’s commitment to strengthening
bilateral tourism ties and expanding collaboration
opportunities with Pakistani stakeholders. These
platforms provide valuable opportunities for Tour-

Tourism Malaysia marked its
return to Pakistan Travel Mart
2026 (PTM 2026) after a gap
of five years with an active and
high-level presence

ism Malaysia to introduce new itineraries, cultural
experiences and green tourism initiatives to both
trade buyers and consumers.

Pakistan continues to be a consistent contribu-
tor to Malaysia's international visitor arrivals. This
growth is supported by robust air connectivity be-
tween Malaysia and Pakistan. Currently, 14 weekly
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flights operated by Batik Air, AirAsia X and Paki-
stan International Airlines connect Kuala Lumpur
with Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad, providing a
total weekly seat capacity of 4,293, making travel
between the two nations accessible and convenient.

Tourism Malaysia’s delegation of tourism or-
ganisations actively participated in structured B2B
meetings, networking engagements, and media in-
teractions, focusing on developing market-ready
travel packages, enhancing distribution partner-
ships, and promoting new growth segments such
as MICE, educational tourism, leisure travel, and
halal-friendly tourism experiences. The pavilion
also featured engaging destination presentations

‘ g . ’ - -

and consumer outreach initiatives promoting di-
rect air connectivity and collaborative marketing
efforts with Pakistani travel partners, supporting
continued momentum toward Visit Malaysia 2026
(VM2026).

Adding vibrancy to the exhibition atmosphere,
traditional Malaysian cultural performances cap-
tivated audiences and showcased Malaysia’s rich
multicultural heritage, strengthening destination
appeal among trade visitors and consumers alike.

Tourism Malaysia also welcomed the arrival
of the inaugural direct flight connecting Qingdao
and Penang, marking another significant step in
strengthening Malaysia’s international air connec-
tivity and supporting the nation’s tourism growth
in line with the Visit Malaysia 2026 (VM2026).

Penang International Airport has recorded
steady growth in China connectivity, with airlines
including China Southern Airlines, Xiamen Air-
lines, Spring Airlines, Juneyao Airlines, and 9 Air
operating direct routes to Guangzhou, Shanghai,
Xiamen, and Haikou.
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DR.ANDEELA SAHAR FATIMA

Public-Sector Leader & Consultant Clinical
Psychologist

Flare: What are your responsibilities as a Clus-
ter Manager?

Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima: As a Cluster Manag-
er, my main role is to support the growth of SMEs,

\ enhance industrial ecosystems, and ensure the ef-
A fective implementation of government programs.
I also engage with international organisations and

cultivate strong partnerships to bring global best
practices to local development.

Flare: How do you view the importance of
mental health in national progress?

Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima: Mental health is a
crucial component of sustainable development. A
mentally healthy society is more productive, resil-
ient, and innovative. Neglecting mental well-being
directly impacts economic growth and social cohe-
sion.

Flare: What are the primary challenges facing
SME:s in Pakistan today?

Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima: SMEs in Pakistan
encounter various obstacles, including limited ac-
cess to financing, inadequate training opportunities,
and regulatory complexities. Additionally, there is
a notable lack of focus on research and develop-
ment, innovation, and effective marketing strategies.
Many businesses also overlook the significance of
e-commerce in today’s digital landscape. Enhancing
productivity across industries is essential, and Paki-
stani SMEs have the opportunity to expand globally
through strategic planning and international part-

Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima is a
versatile professional in the
public sector, serving as a
Consultant Clinical Psychologist
and academic contributor. She
has made significant

contributions to policy, industry nerships.
devel d -bd' i Flare: How crucial is international collabora-
evelopment, and media tion in your field?

Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima: International col-
laboration is vital for knowledge sharing, adopting
global standards, and accessing new opportunities.
Strong partnerships can accelerate growth and fos-
ter innovation.

Flare: How do you effectively manage multiple
roles?

Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima: Balancing multiple
roles requires a clear sense of purpose and effective
time management. I prioritise impactful work and
ensure that each role complements the others rather
than conflicting.

Flare: What role does the media play in shap-
ing public awareness?

Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima: The media serves as
a powerful tool for educating and raising awareness.
It helps bridge the gap between policy decisions and
the public, enabling people to understand issues that
directly impact their lives.

engagement. With a diverse
background in public service,
academia, and mental health,
she offers a unique perspective
that combines human behaviour
with policy frameworks.

Her areas of expertise include
SME development, industrial
growth, and international
collaboration, where she activel
works to connect local industries
with global best practices. In her
role as a Cluster Manager, she
plays a crucial part in enhaneing
industrial ecosystems and
building partnerships with
international stakeholders.

In addition to her work in poli
and development, Dr. Fatima
dedicated to promoting mental
well-being as a fundamental
aspect of sustainable progre:
through her clinical psychols
practice. Through media ane
public outreach, she continues
to advocate for awareness,

A dynamic journey across
public service, clinical psychology,
academia, and media—shaping a
more aware, resilient, and
policy-driven society

Flare: What advice do you have for young pro-
fessionals?

Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima: Stay curious, con-
tinue learning, and explore diverse fields. Exposure
to different areas builds stronger perspectives and
opens up new opportunities.

Flare: What is your vision for the future?

Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima: My vision is to con-
tribute to a society where policies prioritise people,
mental health is a key focus, and economic systems
are inclusive and sustainable.

Flare: How do you perceive the industry-aca-
demia gap in Pakistan, and what steps can be tak-
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S innovation, and inclusive en to bridge it?
N Q’I‘OW[h in Pakistan Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima: There is a signifi-
N & ' = cant gap between industry and academia in Paki-
E =L stan. During my time as a Syndicate Member at
O Flare: How would you describe your varied fectively link policy, human behaviour, and public ~UET, I worked to bridge this divide by connecting
I;Q journey through the public sector, clinical psychol-  awareness. academia with prominent export-oriented industry
O ogy, academia, and media? Flare: What motivated you to pursue psycholo-  Players. One of the key miiatives was facilitating a
Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima: My journey has gy in conjunction with public service? Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between
been shaped by a continuous dedication to learn- Dr. Andeela Sahar Fatima: The study of hu- UET and SIMAP to address real-world industrial

ing, contributing, and making a meaningful impact.  man behaviour has always been central to my work. ~ challenges through academic research and innova-
Each sector—public service, academia, my roleasa  Psychology provides a deeper understanding of  tion. However, due to insufficient government fund-
Consultant Clinical Psychologist, and media—has  decision-making, emotional resilience, and societal ~ 1ng, the initiative did not reach its full potential.

offered a unique platform to engage with individuals  issues. Integrating it with public service allows me _Quote: “Diversity in roles is not a cha]leng?—
and address different aspects of societal progress. I  to develop policies and initiatives that are more fo- it is a strength that allows me to connect policy,
view this diversity as an asset that enables me to ef-  cused on people. people, and purpose.”
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Future suceess of
ride-hailing services

hinges onumerchant identity for fair

fimaneial tlow; local economic
protection, taxation

Ride-hailing platforms, in contrast to traditional transportation companies, operate on a platform model
that connects independent drivers with passengers through a digital interface without owning the vehicles.
Taxation in a borderless economy presents complexities, including issues such as revenue declaration,
commissions, and financial flows that remain unresolved. Regulatory efforts in Pakistan are focused on
formalizing the industry, but experts suggest that attention should be directed towards financial
ecosystems. Drivers play a crucial role in the digital system, yet they experience economic uncertainty
despite income opportunities. The growth of the digital economy in Pakistan raises questions about the
slower growth of local platforms, indicating the potential for locally developed platforms to retain
economic value, comply with regulations, and support local drivers. The digital economy is reshaping
ownership structures, revenue streams, labour relationships, and cross-border commerce, offering
Pakistan the choice between consuming global digital services or creating and regulating its own digital
ecosystem. As ride-hailing platforms improve urban mobility in Pakistan, it is essential to prioritize
transparency in payment systems, disclose merchant identities, meet tax obligations, and protect local
economic interests while balancing innovation with accountability
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nlike traditional transport companies,
ride-hailing platforms operate on a
model where the company does not
own the vehicles but connects indepen-
dent drivers with passengers through a digital in-
terface. The drivers own the vehicles and bear fuel
costs locally, while maintenance and operational
risks are also their responsibility. This operational
framework allows for flexibility and a lower bar-
] rier to entry for
drivers, enabling
many individuals
to join the work-
force, particularly
in a country like
Pakistan, where
job opportunities
can be limited.
This platform it-
self provides the
technology nec-
essary for these
connections, access to demand, and sophisticat-
ed pricing algorithms designed to optimise fares
based on various factors such as time of day, de-
mand, and user ratings.

This model has proven to be both scalable and
efficient in various markets around the world, in-
dicating its potential for success. However, it also
raises critical questions about how much econom-

' ic value is actual-
ly retained within
a specific coun-
try. For example,
Flare Magazine
recently reviewed
a transaction
which confirmed
that funds are
collected within
Pakistan by utilis-
ing local financial
channels; howev-
er, the merchant was represented by a numeric ID.
This lack of clarity surrounding merchant iden-
tities raises significant concerns about financial
transparency and accountability in transactions,
potentially limiting consumer trust and stymying
the growth of the sector.

Taxation in a borderless economy, such as that
facilitated by ride-hailing services, is patently com-
plex. Key questions arise regarding revenue decla-
ration, the management of commissions, and the
trajectory of financial flows, leaving stakehold-
ers—governments, businesses, and consumers—
seeking clear guidelines. The regulatory measures
implemented in Pakistan aim to formalise the ev-
er-evolving industry, but experts argue that this
effort needs to focus even more intensely on the
broader financial ecosystems that undergird such
platforms. Regulatory bodies must innovate and
adapt to keep pace with the rapid changes that
digital economies bring, addressing challenges
that traditional regulatory frameworks may not be
equipped to handle.

Drivers, the backbone of the digital ride-hail-
ing system, play a crucial role in maintaining the
efficiency and functionality of the model, yet they
often face economic uncertainty despite the in-
come opportunities presented by this work. Many
drivers report fluctuating earnings due to vary-
ing demand, competition, and algorithmic pric-
ing that can sometimes lead to unexpected lower
fares. The growth of the digital economy in Paki-
stan raises an important question: Why are local
platforms not scaling at the same pace as inter-
national competitors? This presents a significant
opportunity for locally developed platforms to not
only retain more economic value but also better
align with regulatory frameworks that support lo-
cal drivers, thereby fostering sustainable growth.

As the digital economy continues to transform
ownership structures, revenue flows, labour rela-
tionships, and cross-border commerce, Pakistan is
at a pivotal juncture. The country faces a choice:
It can either continue to primarily consume global

Shaza Fatima
Minister for IT & Telecommunications

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL |

Free download: flare.pk

digital services or pivot towards becoming a pro-
ducer and regulator of its own digital ecosystem.
Embracing this opportunity could empower local
developers and entrepreneurs to create services tai-
lored to the unique needs and cultural context of
Pakistani consumers while ensuring that a greater
portion of the economic value remains within the

country.

This opportunity could empower
local developers and entrepre-
neurs to create services tailored
to the unique needs and cultural
context of Pakistani consumers
while ensuring that a greater
portion of the economic value
remains within the country

While ride-hailing platforms have certainly
improved urban mobility in Pakistan, enhancing
the convenience of transportation for everyday cit-
izens, it is crucial to ensure transparency within
payment systems. This includes the need to clearly
disclose merchant identities, meet tax obligations,
and protect local economic interests. Finding a
balance between innovation and accountability is
essential for the sustainable growth of this sector
in the long term.

Moreover, the discussion around these issues
is not merely academic; the stakes are high for
those who depend on this ecosystem for their live-
lihoods. Drivers should have access to better in-
formation regarding earnings, benefits, and their
rights within this system. Some local organisations
are beginning to advocate for these workers, push-
ing for stronger protections and more favourable
conditions. Collectively, the voices of these drivers
highlight an important aspect of the ride-hailing
phenomenon: the human element. They are not
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just numbers on a digital interface; they are in-
dividuals striving to improve their circumstances
and contribute to their families and communities.

Flare Magazine has actively engaged with
relevant companies and regulatory authorities to
gather their responses to the ongoing discussions
surrounding transparency and accountability in
the ride-hailing sector. This engagement is essen-
tial to ensure bal-
anced reporting
that reflects the
complexities of
the situation. Un-
derstanding these
| nuances will not
only inform con-
sumers but help
shape public pol-
icy that can bet-
ter accommodate
the unique chal-
lenges posed by a rapidly digitalising economy.

The future of ride-hailing in Pakistan may ul-
timately hinge on how successfully all stakehold-
ers—government, businesses, and drivers—can
work together to create an environment that fosters
growth, innovation, and fairness. As this dynamic
landscape continues to evolve, it will undoubtedly
require constant adaptation and vigilance to en-
sure that the economic opportunities generated by
this burgeoning sector serve to uplift and empower

local communi-
, ties. In striving
» for a transparent
and accountable
framework, Pa-
kistan can set
an example for
other countries
navigating simi-
lar transitions in
their own digital
economies, solid-
ifying its position
in the global landscape of ride-hailing services and
the digital economy at large.

This ride-hailing model has proven scalable
and efficient, but poses questions about how much
economic value is retained within the country.
Flare Magazine looked into a transaction that con-
firmed funds were collected within Pakistan using
local financial channels, but the merchant was rep-
resented by a numeric ID, raising questions about
financial transparency.

Ride-hailing platforms, wunlike traditional
transport companies, operate on a platform model
where they connect independent drivers with pas-
sengers through a digital interfacewithout owning
the vehicles.

Taxation in a borderless economy is complex,
with questions about revenue declaration, commis-
sions, and financial flows remaining open. Regu-
latory measures in Pakistan aim to formalise the
industry, but experts argue that financial ecosys-
tems need more attention. Drivers play a crucial
role in the digital system, facing economic uncer-
tainty despite income opportunities. The growth
of the digital economy in Pakistan raises the ques-
tion of why local platforms are not scaling at the
same pace, highlighting the opportunity for local-
ly developed platforms to retain economic value,
align with regulations, and support local drivers.
The digital economy is transforming ownership
structures, revenue flows, labour relationships,
and cross-border commerce, presenting Pakistan
with the choice to either consume global digital
services or become a producer and regulator of its
own digital ecosystem. As ride-hailing platforms
improve urban mobility in Pakistan, it is crucial to
ensure transparency in payment systems, disclose
merchant identities, meet tax obligations, and pro-
tect local economic interests while balancing inno-
vation with accountability.

Flare Magazine has contacted relevant compa-
nies and regulatory authorities for their responses
to ensure balanced reporting.

B A
CDF and COAS Field Marshal
Asim Munir
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Wall’s, Omore heavily
penalised for
advertising frozen
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b

The CCP has enforced its ru

dessert as ice cream

ling against Wall’s and Omore,

; L 3
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two leading frozen dessert manufacturers, recovering

Rs. 35 million in penalties over misleading advertising to show
frozen desserts as “ice cream.” Wall's has been imposed an
additional Rs 20 million fine for claiming its frozen dessert as
healthier than dairy-based ice cream

all’s (Unilever Pakistan) and Omore

(FrieslandCampina Engro) have

faced financial challenges in Pa-

kistan due to the categorisation
of their products. The regulatory authority deter-
mined that, despite being marketed as “ice cream,”
Wall’s and Omore are actually classified as “frozen
desserts” containing vegetable fats/oils instead of
the products used in dairy cream. Both companies
were instructed to remove misleading advertise-
ments from digital and TV platforms and accurately
label their products as “frozen desserts.” This has
highlighted the difference between dairy fat and
vegetable fat in frozen treats in Pakistan.

Dairy milk ice cream is made from milk fat and
cream, providing a rich, creamy texture, while fro-
zen desserts or frozen dairy desserts replace dairy
fats with vegetable oils (palm or coconut) and are
often lighter or airier. This means that dairy ice
cream may be considered healthier than frozen
desserts. Following the Competition Commission
of Pakistan’s ruling on dairy ice cream, consumers
may shift towards dairy milk ice cream and avoid
frozen desserts, resulting in significant financial im-
plications for the brands. Both brands are involved
in deceptive and unfair advertising, misleading con-
sumers through false claims.

The Competition Commission of Pakistan
(CCP) has enforced its ruling against two leading
frozen dessert manufacturers, recovering Rs. 35
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million in penalties over misleading advertising that
presented frozen desserts as “ice cream.” Unilever
Pakistan has been imposed an additional Rs 20 mil-
lion fine for claiming its frozen dessert was healthi-
er than dairy-based ice cream.

The case against the said companies was ini-
tiated on a complaint filed by M/s Pakistan Fruit
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The CCP based its decision on standards defined
by the Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Au-
thority (PSQCA) and the Punjab Pure Food Regu-
lations 2018, which clearly distinguish between “ice
cream” (made from dairy ingredients such as milk
and cream) and “frozen desserts” (which may in-
clude vegetable oils).

Both companies have been directed to imme-
diately discontinue branding frozen desserts as ice
cream, withdraw all misleading advertisements,
and ensure accurate product disclosures. They are
also required to submit compliance reports within
the given timeframe.

The Competition Appellate Tribunal (CAT) had
upheld the CCP’s findings, strengthening the reg-
ulator’s stance on consumer rights protection and
truthful marketing practices in Pakistan’s food in-
dustry.

In fact, the Commission recognised that the bur-
den of proof lies on the one making the claim. It is
they who must substantiate support of their claims,
and not the Complainant or the Enquiry Commit-
tee. Unilever had merely provided information re-
garding the nutritional value of the components,
which is, at most, a description of what the product
is actually composed of or what the nutritional val-
ue of the product is. This nutritional information
on its own is not enough to show how their product
is objectively healthier than dairy ice cream.

Unilever had also tried to make a defence that
their claim was directed against the announcement
by the Punjab Food Authority, given that their
claim came after that. The Commission was ready
for this line too. Even if their claim was directed
at the Authority, it didn’t change the fact that their
claim was posted on social media, and the targeted
audience of the post was ordinary consumers and
not the Authority. They should have taken it up
with the Authority, and not have tried to advertise
their product to the general public.

There are many ice cream brands in Pakistan,
including market leaders Wall’s, Omoré, and Hico,
Baskin-Robbins, Héagen-Dazs and Movenpick,
Igloo, alongside popular local favourites like Cha-
man, Yummy, and Peshawari ice cream. These
brands offer a range of dairy ice creams, cones,
and tubs available nationwide. Hico is recognised
as Pakistan’s first ice cream company and a major
producer of pure dairy ice cream. Other famous
local brands are Chaman Ice Cream, Yummy Ice
Cream, Peshawari Ice Cream, Del Frio, Safilo (Te-
hzeeb Bakers), and Jalal Sons. Royal Ice Cream and
Gourmet Ice Cream. These companies produce a
wide array of products, including industrial dairy
ice cream, water ice, premium tub ice cream, and
specialised frozen desserts, widely available in re-
tail outlets and specialised franchises across the
country.

There is a need to explain to the readers that
dairy milk ice cream is made from milk fat and
cream, providing a rich, creamy texture, while fro-
zen desserts or frozen dairy desserts replace dairy
fats with vegetable oils (palm or coconut) and are
often lighter or airier. Legally, “ice cream” re-
quires minimum fat/dairy standards (e.g., >10%
fat), while alternatives use

Juice Company (Private)
Limited, the makers of
“Hico” ice cream. The
complaint alleged that M/s

Both companies have been
directed to immediately discon- and sugar. Frozen desserts

cheaper vegetable fats. Real
ice cream uses milk, cream,

Unilever Pakistan and M/s tinue branding frozen desserts as often use edible vegetable

Friesland Campina Engrojce cream, withdraw all misleading
advertisements, and ensure
accurate product disclosures.
They are also required to submit
compliance reports within the
given timeframe

misrepresented their fro-
zen dessert products as ice
cream in television com-
mercials and social media
marketing.

Following a detailed
inquiry under the Compe-
tition Act, 2010, the CCP

oils, stabilisers, and artifi-
©cial fillers. Dairy ice cream
has a dense, smooth texture
that melts slowly.

Frozen desserts are of-
ten fluffier or icier and melt
faster. Ice cream is gener-
ally higher in dairy fat and

protein. Frozen desserts

concluded that both companies engaged in false
and misleading marketing practices, violating con-
sumer protection and competition regulations. The
Commission had originally imposed fines of Rs. 75
million on each company.

In a further penalty, Unilever Pakistan was fined
an additional Rs 20 million for advertising its fro-
zen dessert as healthier than traditional dairy-based
ice cream.

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK

may be lower in fat but
often contain higher levels of processed ingredi-
ents. Ice cream usually has a more authentic and
creamy flavour, whereas frozen desserts may taste
lighter or have a different mouthfeel due to vegeta-
ble oils. Always read the packaging to differentiate,
as “ice cream” implies a higher-quality dairy prod-
uct, while “frozen dessert” indicates a substitute
product.
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ConnecHear collaborates with
GSMA, Ufone holds event to help

SUPPORTED BY

the deaf in Pakistan

NATIONAL D

LANGUA 31 Al |
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ventfeatured alive demonstration of Al-powered sign language broadcasttechnology,

key impact results, and insights from partners such as Ufone, HANDS, and DeafReach,
prominent organisations in humanitarian response and deaf education in Pakistan

onnectHear, the leading assistive tech-
nology startup in South Asia, achieved
a significant milestone by hosting the
“National Deployment of Sign Lan-
guage Al for Public Broadcast” event in collab-
oration with GSMA and Ufone at the Islamabad
Serena Hotel. The event brought together key
stakeholders from government, telecom, UN
agencies, and the humanitarian sector to strength-
en partnerships to advance accessible communica-
tion for the deaf community at the national level.

The event also served as the closing ceremo-
ny of ConnectHear's GSMA-supported Early
Warning Al initiative, SUNO, showcasing key
achievements and launching its next phase of na-
tionwide deployment. This initiative represents a
significant advancement, transitioning from pilot
implementations to scalable, integrated solutions
for public communication systems in partnership
with Ufone.

During the pilot phase, SUNO reached near-
ly 2,000 beneficiaries across more than 10 disas-
ter-affected districts in Sindh, providing critical
emergency information in sign language to deaf
communities, even in low-bandwidth environ-
ments. With its integration into the ConnectHear
virtual interpretation app, SUNO will now reach
over 50,000 users, significantly expanding access
to inclusive early warning and disaster communi-
cation.

In a country where over 1.35 million people
with disabling hearing loss face heightened risks
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during disasters and more than 27 million people
have been displaced since 2008, this initiative un-
derscores the urgent need for inclusive communi-
cation systems.

British High Commissioner Jane Marriott
CMG OBE praised SUNO as a powerful example
of inclusive, locally led, and Al-driven solutions
that enhance disaster preparedness and ensure
equal access to life-saving early warning informa-
tion for people with disabilities. She emphasised
the UK’s support for innovations that benefit the
10 million deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals in
Pakistan.

British High Commissioner to
Pakistan Jane Marriott CMG OBE
praised SUNO as a powerful
example of inclusive, locally led,
and Al-driven solutions that en-
hance disaster preparedness and
ensure equal access to life-saving
early warning information for
people with disabilities

Kimberly Brown, Head of Mobile for Human-
itarian Innovation, highlighted the significance
of the initiative, noting that ConnectHear's work
aligns with the GSMA Innovation Fund’s goal of
delivering scalable impact. The national rollout
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of SUNO sets a global benchmark for accessibil-
ity, ensuring Deaf communities receive timely,
life-saving information during emergencies.

Syed Atif Raza, Chief Commercial Officer of
PTCL and Ufone, emphasised the importance of
technology in enabling access and inclusion for
underserved segments.

Ufone’s digital expertise and nationwide reach
support initiatives like SUNQ, contributing to an
inclusive digital ecosystem where everyone, espe-
cially persons with disabilities, can access critical
information.

Arhumlshtiaq, Co-Founder of ConnectHear,
highlighted the innovative nature of their work in
creating accessibility and making AI accessible.
Through SUNO and other Al technologies, Con-
nectHear aims to ensure that deaf communities
are included in systems that were not originally
designed for them, making both the digital and
physical world fully accessible.

The event featured a live demonstration of
Al-powered sign language broadcast technology,
key impact results, and insights from partners
such as Ufone, HANDS, and DeafReach, prom-
inent organisations in humanitarian response and
Deaf education in Pakistan.

The event also explored the future of Al-pow-
ered accessibility, discussing how such solutions
can be integrated into national broadcasting sys-
tems, disaster response frameworks, and public
communication channels to ensure that deaf com-
munities are not left behind.
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From dependency to
deterrence:

the emergence of a
Muslim NATO

Iran’s abili

to control the Strait of Hormuz further

underscores the shifting balance of power. The limitations
of traditional naval dominance in this region have become
evident. Iran has emerged as a decisive regional player,
demonstrating that credible power projection—not just
economic wealth—determines influence in the present-

day geopolitics

he global order is undergoing a profound

transformation, and with it, the security

architecture that has long governed inter-

national relations is rapidly taking a new
form. In the post-World War II era, the United
States established a level of dominance comparable
in many ways to that of the Mongol Empire in the
twelfth century—marked by overwhelming power,
strategic reach, and, at times, ruthless enforcement
of its will. Historical parallels are striking. Just as
Muslim lands, particularly Arab regions, bore the
brunt of Mongol aggression, modern conflicts have
disproportionately impacted Muslim countries, of-
ten through direct or proxy engagements involving
the United States and Israel.

Historically, Arab rulers relied on a tributary
system of defence, paying powerful forces in ex-
change for security. This pattern persists today, as
several Arab states depend heavily on American
military guarantees. However, recent developments
have exposed the fragility of this arrangement. The
attack on Qatar—despite its status as a “Non-NA-
TO Ally” and host to major U.S. military installa-
tions—highlighted the limitations of such security
assurances from America. The lack of a decisive
American response raised serious questions about
the reliability of these guarantees.

Recognising these vulnerabilities, Saudi Ara-
bia has begun reassessing its strategic posture. Its
defence engagement with Pakistan is increasingly
viewed as a potential foundation for a broader Is-
lamic security framework—informally described
as a “Muslim NATOQ.” While both countries share
an interest in cooperation, their strategic interpre-
tations differ. Pakistan frames the partnership as a
means of defending Islamic holy sites, particularly
in the face of external aggression, whereas Saudi
Arabia views it primarily as a deterrent against re-
gional threats, especially from Iran.

These differences have become more visible
amid escalating tensions involving Iran, the Unit-
ed States, and Israel. Iran has demonstrated a will-
ingness to target states hosting U.S. military assets,
challenging the effectiveness of American military
infrastructure across the region. Strikes on bases
and disruptions to operational networks have re-
vealed structural weaknesses in the existing security
system.

This evolving conflict has also raised broader
concerns about the purpose of American military
presence in the Middle East. Increasingly, it appears
that these American deployments are designed
to protect strategic interests and allies like Israel
rather than ensure the sovereignty of host nations.
Moreover, assumptions regarding U.S. military and
technological superiority have faced scrutiny, par-
ticularly in light of Iran’s resilience and its capacity
to challenge advanced naval assets such as the USS
Abraham Lincoln.
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Iran’s ability to control the Strait of Hormuz fur-
ther underscores the shifting balance of power. The
limitations of traditional naval dominance in this
region have become evident. Iran has emerged as
a decisive regional player, demonstrating that cred-
ible power projection—not just economic wealth—
determines influence in contemporary geopolitics.

In contrast, Saudi Arabia’s continued reliance
on external security guarantees has exposed strate-
gic vulnerabilities. Diplomatic tensions, including
instances of undiplomatic rhetoric from U.S. lead-
ership toward Saudi authorities, reinforce a long-
standing reality of international relations: power
commands respect more reliably than financial
leverage.

Historically, Arab rulers relied on
a tributary system of defence,
paying powerful forces in
exchange for security. This pattern
persists today, as several Arab
states depend heavily on
American military guarantees

Amid these shifts, Pakistan has reasserted its
strategic relevance. Despite economic challenges, it
stands out as the only nuclear-armed country in the
Muslim world, supported by capable land forces,
a modernising navy, and a highly professional air
force. Its military credibility was further strength-
ened during the May 2025 conflict, where its air
power demonstrated operational effectiveness
against a numerically larger adversary, India.

A new strategic reality is taking shape. Iran, Pa-
kistan, and Turkey are emerging as key pillars of
military and technological capability within the
Muslim world. Iran’s advancements in science and
engineering, Turkey’s progress in defence manufac-
turing—including drone technology and next-gen-
eration aircraft—and Pakistan’s established nuclear
and missile capabilities collectively position these
countries as central actors in any future security
alignment.

While nations such as Saudi Arabia, Indonesia,
Egypt, Bangladesh, and Nigeria remain important
due to their economic or demographic weight, they
are not currently at the forefront of this strategic
transformation.

Globally, the United States continues to anchor
the existing international system, which traces its
origins to the aftermath of World War I and the
dismantling of the Ottoman Empire—the last ma-
jor centralised Muslim power. The fragmentation
of that Muslim empire into smaller states was a
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deliberate strategy by imperial powers to prevent
the re-emergence of a unified geopolitical force of
Muslims.

Geography has always been central to glob-
al dominance. Large land powers like the United
States, Russia, and China benefit from scale, while
Europe compensates through integration mecha-
nisms such as the European Union and NATO. In
contrast, the Middle East was deliberately divided,
limiting the region’s ability to collectively challenge
external influence.

Today, the changing global landscape suggests a
growing need for renewed political, economic, and
military cohesion within the Muslim world. While
the historical institution of the Caliphate no longer
exists, there is increasing discourse on the need for
a modern framework that can provide strategic cen-
trality.

The expansion of the Pakistan-Saudi defence
partnership into a broader alliance resembling a
Muslim NATO could serve as a step in this direc-
tion. Turkey’s potential inclusion is already under
discussion. However, the incorporation of Iran
would be transformative, potentially reshaping
global power dynamics and challenging Western
dominance.

This evolving environment also reinforces the
perception that external threats to Muslim coun-
tries primarily originate from the United States and
Israel, while internal divisions continue to weaken
collective strength. A reassessment of strategic de-
pendencies and greater investment in indigenous
and cooperative security structures could signifi-
cantly alter regional dynamics.

Looking ahead, closer economic and military
cooperation between Pakistan, Iran, and Turkey
appears increasingly likely. Afghanistan and Cen-
tral Asian states may also find alignment within
such a framework due to shared interests. Saudi
Arabia’s participation may come later, influenced
by shifting geopolitical pressures, but its eventual
inclusion could encourage broader Gulf participa-
tion.

Countries like Indonesia, Malaysia, and Nige-
ria, while not central at present, remain important
and may gradually integrate into a wider alignment
over time.

If realised, such a coalition could emerge as
a fourth major pole in global politics—alongside
the United States, China, and Russia—reshaping
international relations in the decades ahead. With-
in this framework, Pakistan and Iran are poised to
play influential roles, reflecting both strategic capa-
bility and political resolve.

By Hanif Gul

Prominent Policy Analyst, Strategic Affairs
Researcher, and Senior Government Officer, known
for his insights on governance, infrastructure, and
regional geopolitics.
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TECNO Al smartphones are
redefining smart living in Pakistan

Artificial intelligence is no longer limited to flagship devices. TECNO is bringing
Al-powered features to a wider audience, ensuring that users in the mid-range segment
can enjoy smarter, faster, and more efficient smartphones

he integration of artificial intelligence into
smartphones has revolutionized user in-
teractions with technology, and TECNO
Mobile is rapidly establishing itself as a sig-
nificant player in this field. By blending robust Al ca-
pabilities with affordability, TECNO is democratiz-
ing smart technology for users throughout Pakistan.

As the demand for intelligent smartphones
grows, TECNO AI distinguishes itself with a prag-
matic approach, introducing meaningful innovations
that improve daily life without adding complexity.

A new era of Al-driven smartphones

Artificial intelligence is no longer exclusive to
high-end devices. TECNO is democratizing Al-pow-
ered features, ensuring that users in the mid-range
market can access smarter, faster, and more efficient
smartphones.

From intelligent system optimization to Al-en-
hanced user experiences, TECNO Al is crafted to
adapt to user habits, enabling smartphones to learn
patterns, enhance performance, and provide a seam-
less experience over time.

Al camera technology enhancing everyday pho-
tography

TECNO AI's impact is particularly evident in
smartphone photography. With Al-driven enhance-
ments, users can capture sharper, brighter, and more
detailed images in any setting.

Features like Al flare removal, night photogra-

phy optimization, and motion capture simplify the
process of capturing professional-quality photos ef-
fortlessly. Whether in low-light conditions or captur-
ing fast-moving subjects, TECNO Al ensures precise

TECNO Al <))

) So Easy

capture of every moment. This is especially benefi-
cial for Pakistan’s expanding community of content
creators who heavily rely on smartphones for social
media content.

Smarter performance with Al optimization

TECNO AI goes beyond cameras to enhance
overall smartphone performance. Al-powered sys-
tem management ensures smooth app operation, op-
timized battery life, and intelligent control of back-
gl’O'I.lIld PrOCesses.

This results in quicker app launches, reduced
lag, and enhanced efficiency, making TECNO
smartphones ideal for users who multitask. Wheth-
er streaming, gaming, or working on the move, Al

optimization delivers a seamless experience.

Tailored for the modern Pakistani user

TECNO's Al strategy is tailored to meet the
needs of Pakistan’s tech-savvy youth. With a large
digitally connected population, there is a strong de-
mand for smartphones that can keep pace with fast-
paced lifestyles. By offering Al features that simplify
daily tasks such as photo editing, performance man-
agement, and smart assistance, TECNO caters to
users who value convenience and innovation.

Affordable innovation with exceptional value

A key advantage of TECNO AI smartphones
is their affordability. While many brands reserve
Al features for premium models, TECNO is mak-
ing these capabilities accessible to budget and mid-
range consumers. This focus on value for money
positions TECNO as a formidable competitor in Pa-
kistan's smartphone market, where consumers seek
feature-rich devices at competitive prices.

TECNO AI: Shaping the future of smart-
phones

As artificial intelligence advances, TECNO is
poised to enhance its Al ecosystem further. Through
continuous innovation and a user-centric approach,
the brand is setting new benchmarks for smartphone
expectations

TECNO AI isn't just a feature; it represents a
shift towards smarter, more intuitive technology that
enriches everyday life.

TECNO launches CAMON 50 Pro
in Pakistan with 60X Al zoom and
underwater camera

The CAMON 50 Pro integrates a variety of Al-powered features for enhanced creativity
and productivity, from intelligent photography tools to smart daily assistants, simplifying
and enhancing the user experience

ECNO has officially launched the
CAMON 50 Pro smartphone in Paki-
stan, bringing cutting-edge camera tech-
nology, Al-driven functions, and premi-
um design to the local market. The device caters
to users looking for top-notch photography, seam-
less performance, and stylish aesthetics in one
package. With features like AI 60X Super Zoom,
SuperZoom FlashSnap, and underwater photog-
raphy, the CAMON 50 Pro competes strongly in
the mid-to-premium smartphone segment. This
launch highlights TECNQO’s dedication to innova-
tion, especially in mobile photography, where the
brand continues to push boundaries with intelli-
gent imaging solutions and user-friendly features.
At the heart of the CAMON 50 Pro is the
innovative SuperZoom FlashSnap technology,
designed to capture fast-moving subjects with ex-
ceptional clarity. Whether capturing action scenes,
street moments, or spontaneous events, this fea-
ture ensures sharp, blur-free shots every time. The
enhanced SuperZoom FlashSnap allows users to
zoom in up to 3X while maintaining stability and
detail, making it easier to capture distant subjects
without compromising quality.
Moreover, Best Moment 2.0 automatically se-
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lects the most suitable frame, making it effortless
for users to capture the perfect shot. A standout
feature of the CAMON 50 Pro is its Al-powered
60X Super Zoom capability, enabling users to cap-
ture distant objects with remarkable clarity, per-
fect for travel, outdoor adventures, and live events.
Even at high zoom levels, the device maintains
detail and sharpness, opening up new creative pos-
sibilities.

TECNOD

s3as

CAMON 50:

Zoom In. Snap Joy.

- 1 60X S0MP Sany: + IPSPKAIPSS
SperZoom  ITARNC U e Comes e kg

LR R

The smartphone also introduces advanced un-
derwater photography, adding a new dimension to
mobile imaging. With its dedicated Aqua Mode,
users can capture stunning photos and videos un-
derwater, creating unique and creative content.
Supported by IP68 and IP69K water and dust re-
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sistance, the device ensures durability and reliable
performance in challenging conditions, whether
it’s rain, dust, or underwater environments.

The CAMON 50 Pro features a large 6.78-
inch curved AMOLED display with 1.5K reso-
lution, offering a visually immersive experience.
The 144Hz refresh rate ensures smooth scrolling,
responsive touch interactions, and enhanced per-
formance for gaming and multimedia. The display
delivers vibrant colors, deep contrasts, and excel-
lent clarity, ideal for streaming, browsing, and dai-
ly use, providing a premium viewing experience
for videos and games.

With a massive 6500mAh battery, the smart-
phone offers long-lasting usage throughout the
day, supported by fast charging technology for
quick recharges and uninterrupted activities.

The CAMON 50 Pro integrates a variety of
Al-powered features for enhanced creativity and
productivity, from intelligent photography tools to
smart daily assistants, simplifying and enhancing
the user experience. Al Auto Zoom ensures pre-
cise subject tracking, while AI Light Master en-
hances images by reducing reflections, shadows,
and glare, helping users achieve professional-qual-
ity photos effortlessly.
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vivo Pakistan launches Yald with
7200mAh power and
25-dimension safety, featuring
vivo's largest battery yet

Vivo Y31d
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Vive

7200 mAh BlueVolt Battery
IP68 & IP69 Dust and Waterproof

Y'so LEanNG

Snapdragon” 6s Gen 2 4G
OriginOS 6.0 New System

Positioned as an everyday companion, the vivo Y3ld reflects vivo’s commitment to
transforming real user needs into meaningful advantages. “With the Y3ld, we focused on
what truly matters in everyday life. By turning real-life challenges into practical solutions,
Y3ld is designed to be a smartphone users can rely on day after day,” said Mr. Muhammad
Zohair Chohan, Director Brand Strategy, at vivo

ivo has officially introduced the vivo Y31d, a
ell-rounded smartphone designed for users
‘ } who value long-lasting battery performance,
dependable durability, and smooth everyday
usability. Built around vivo’s largest battery so far, the
Y 31d brings a new level of endurance, supporting both
productivity and entertainment with confidence and
consistency. Positioned as an everyday companion,
the vivo Y31d reflects vivo’s commitment to trans-
forming real user needs into meaningful advantages.
“With the Y31d, we focused on what truly matters in
everyday life. By turning real-life challenges into prac-
tical solutions, Y31d is designed to be a smartphone
users can rely on day after day,” said Mr. Muhammad
Zohair Chohan, Director Brand Strategy, at vivo.
vivo’s largest battery so far, built to last longer
At the heart of the vivo Y31d is a 7200mAhBlue-
Volt Battery, vivo’s largest battery so far, designed to
support long days of uninterrupted use and free us-
ers from constant charging. In real-world scenarios,
users can enjoy up to 11.8 hours of gameplay with-
out breaks, up to 14.5 hours of navigation on a single
charge, and up to 45 hours of video playback, allow-
ing them to stay engaged no matter whether they are
gaming, traveling, or staying productive throughout
the day.The vivo Y31d supports 44W FlashCharge-
for efficient charging, helping users top up quickly
and stay on the move with minimal interruption.
Charging safety and thermal management are han-
dled separately through25-Dimension Security Pro-
tection, supported by 43,200 real-time temperature
checks per day, ensuring stable and safe performance
every time users plug in.
Beyond capacity and charging speed, the Y31d
is engineered for long-term reliability. Backed by a
6-Year Battery Health design, the device retains at
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least 80% of its original battery capacity after 1,600
charge cycles, setting a new standard for battery en-
durance in its segment. This allows users to keep their
phone longer without worrying about fast battery ag-
ing, performance drops, or early replacement costs.
Durability that goes beyond everyday usability
Designed for real life, the vivo Y31d brings de-
pendable durability into everyday use. Certified with
IP68 & P69 Dust and Water Resistance, the device is
built to withstand prolonged rain exposure, high-pres-
sure water spray, and low-temperature environments.
Protection here goes beyond survival to usabilityfea-
tures such as One-Tap Water & Dust Ejection, Mois-
ture Detection, and Wet-Hand Touch ensure smooth
operation even when the phone is wet, thoughtfully
addressing real-world scenarios. Further reinforc-
ing everyday reliability, the Y31d is also designed to
withstand accidental drops, supported by SGS 5-Star
Premium Performance Mark for Overall Unit Drop
Resistance Certification, Military-Grade Drop Resis-
tance, and Titan Glass. From sudden slips and dusty
streets to changing outdoor conditions, the Y31d is
built to handle accidents with confidence, delivering
protection that keeps pace with whatever life brings.
Effortless performance, lasting smoothness
The vivo Y31d runs on one of Qualcomm’s most
capable 4G platforms in its class, the Snapdragon 6s
Gen 2 4G, delivering efficient performance with lower
power consumption and reduced heat for stable daily
use and gaming. Designed for longevity, the Y31d of-
fers a 50-Month Smooth Experience, staying respon-
sive like day one even when other phones begin to
struggle. A 1250-nits Ultra-High-BrightnessDisplay,
paired with a 120Hz Refresh Rate, ensures clear vis-
ibility under strong sunlight while delivering sharp
visuals. Audio performance is equally enhanced, with
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up to 400% Large Volume, keeping conversations
clear even in loud environments. The Y31d also in-
corporates OriginOS 6 New System, featuring vivo’s
signature Origin Island, which delivers timely, rele-
vant suggestions and easy-to-access actions through-
Drag & Go and Copy & Go. Together with a suite of
Al-powered tools such as: Al SuperLink, Al Magic
Move, Al Caption, Al Creation and more, these fea-
tures support communication, creativity, and produc-
tivity, helping users stay connected and keep up with
today’s evolving lifestyle.

Crafted for comfort, defined by refinement

Balancing refinement with everyday practicality,
the vivo Y31d is available in two classic colors, Feath-
er Gold and Starlight Grey, which are the premium
tones favoured across all ages and styles. Crafted with
a One-Piece-Like design, the back cover aligns precise-
ly with the frame, while a Metallic Camera Module
adds a refined visual accent that reinforces the phone’s
premium character. Complemented by an Ergonom-
ic Curved Design and a Flagship Quad-Curved Back
Cover, the Y31d feels naturally comfortable to hold,
reducing hand strain during extended use and deliver-
ing a balanced grip.

Price & availability

The vivo Y31d is available in Pakistan in three
storage variants: 6GB + 128GB, 8GB + 128GB, and
8GB + 256GB, priced at Rs. 57,999, Rs. 65,999, and
Rs. 72,999, respectively. Pre-orders started for custom-
ers on March 31, with nationwide availability begin-
ning on April 4. vivo offers comprehensive after-sales
support, including a one-year warranty for the Y31d,
a 15-day free replacement policy, and a 6-month war-
ranty for accessories. The device is officially approved
by the PTA and is fully compatible with all mobile
networks in Pakistan.
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akistan is expe-

riencing a surge

in WhatsApp

hacking incidents,
leading to fraud and black-
mail schemes targeting us-
ers. Recent reports show
a notable increase in such
cases, prompting cyber-
security experts to advise
caution, especially when
sharing one-time pass-
words (OTPs) or verifica-
tion codes.

Hackers are targeting
mobile and social media
users through calls from
unknown numbers, posing
as courier company rep-
resentatives. They claim
there is a pending parcel
delivery and ask victims
to share a verification code
sent to their phone to com-
plete the process. Once the
OTP is shared, the victim’s
WhatsApp account is
compromised immediate-
ly. The hacked accounts
are then used to contact
friends and family, with
scammers creating fake
emergencies and request-
ing urgent financial help,
resulting in significant fi-
nancial losses for many
individuals. Cybersecuri-
ty experts highlight that
elderly individuals and
homemakers are particu-
larly at risk due to limited /
knowledge of digital safe- °
ty practices. In one case,
hackers used a victim’s
account to message thou-
sands of contacts, leading
to multiple people send-
ing money in the victim'’s
name. Authorities and ex-
perts stress the importance
of never sharing OTPs or

Free download: flare.pk

]

Hackers are targeting mobile and social media users
through calls from unknown numbers, posing as courier
company representatives. They claim there is a pending

parcel delivery and ask victims to share a verification code

sent to their phone to complete the process
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Hackers adopt
multiple tricks to get
WhatsApp details to

play fraud

Hello, we are
from WhatsApp
su

verification codes.

Financial fraud: At-
tackers often use hijacked
accounts to impersonate
the legitimate owner, solic-
iting money from contacts
under false pretences, such
as a supposed emergency
or investment opportunity.

Identity theft: Person-
al information exchanged
on WhatsApp can be ex-
ploited for identity theft,
leading to further financial
losses and reputational
damage.

Data loss and privacy
breach: Sensitive person-
al conversations, media,
and documents stored or
shared on WhatsApp can
be accessed and misused,
leading to significant pri-
vacy violations.

Reputational damage:
If an attacker sends inap-
propriate or harmful mes-
sages from your account, it
can severely damage your
personal or professional
reputation among your
contacts.

Business  disruption:
For businesses, a hacked
WhatsApp Business ac-
count can lead to loss of
client trust, disclosure of

proprietary information,
and significant operational
disruption.

Enable two-step ver-
ification (2SV): This is
arguably the most critical
security feature. It adds an
extra layer of protection
by requiring a six-digit
PIN whenever you register
your phone number with
‘WhatsApp again. Even if
an attacker gets your veri-
fication code, they cannot

personal information with
unknown callers, empha-
sising the need for increased public awareness to
combat the growing threat of cybercrime.

The National Cyber Emergency Response Team
of Pakistan (PKCERT) has issued a public adviso-
ry following a surge in hacking incidents and online
fraud targeting WhatsApp users. The agency urged
citizens to take immediate precautionary measures
to protect their accounts from increasing digital
threats, such as cybercriminals exploiting unsuspect-
ing users through account takeovers and financial
scams. The advisory emphasised the importance of
never sharing one-time passwords (OTPs) or PIN
codes with anyone, cautioning against clicking on
suspicious links from unknown numbers that could
serve as entry points for hackers.

It also recommended verifying any requests for
money received via WhatsApp through a direct
phone call to prevent fraudsters from imperson-
ating acquaintances. The agency strongly recom-
mended enabling the two-step verification feature
on WhatsApp as a crucial “digital shield” to add an
extra layer of protection, even if login credentials or
OTPs are compromised. The warning comes amidst
growing concerns over cyber fraud in Pakistan, with
authorities urging the public to stay vigilant and
adopt safer online practices to prevent financial loss-
es and safeguarddata. Cybercriminals employ vari-
ous tactics to gain unauthorised access to WhatsApp
accounts. Recognising these methods is the first step
towards effective prevention:

Phishing Attacks: These involve deceptive mes-
sages or links designed to trick users into revealing
their login credentials, verification codes, or person-
al information. A common scenario is receiving a
message purporting to be from WhatsApp support,
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a known contact, or a reputable service, requesting
you to click a link to “verify” your account or update
information. Social Engineering: Attackers manipu-
late individuals into divulging confidential informa-
tion. This could involve impersonating someone you
know;, creating a sense of urgency, or exploiting trust
to convince you to share a one-time password (OTP)
or other security details. SIM swap fraud: In this so-
phisticated attack, criminals convince a mobile net-
work provider to transfer a victim's phone number
to a new SIM card under their control. Once they
control your number, they can receive verification
codes for services like WhatsApp, effectively taking
over your account.

The warning comes amidst
growing concerns over cyber
fraud in Pakistan, with authorities
urging the public to stay vigilant
and adopt safer online practices
to prevent financial losses and
safeguarddata

Malware and spyware: Malicious software, often
disguised as legitimate apps or hidden within suspi-
cious downloads, can infect your device and secretly
record your activities, including WhatsApp chats, or
steal credentials.

Weak or reused passwords/PINs: While
WhatsApp itself doesn’t use passwords in the tra-
ditional sense for account access, if your associated
email or other accounts are compromised due to
weak passwords, it can provide an entry point for
attackers to reset or gain access to your WhatsApp
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access your account with-
out this PIN. Never Share
Your Verification Code or PIN: WhatsApp will nev-
er ask you for your verification code. Be extremely
wary of anyone, even someone claiming to be from
WhatsApp support or a trusted contact, asking for
this code or your 28V PIN. Be Sceptical of Suspi-
cious Links and Messages: Exercise extreme caution
before clicking on any links or opening attachments
from unknown senders. Phishing attempts are be-
coming increasingly sophisticated. Use secure Wi-Fi
networks: Avoid accessing WhatsApp or other sen-
sitive applications on unsecured public Wi-Fi net-
works, as they can be vulnerable to eavesdropping.

Set a strong device lock: Ensure your smartphone
has a strong lock screen PIN, pattern, or biometric
authentication (fingerprint, facial recognition) to
prevent unauthorised access if your phone is lost or
stolen.

Employee training: Regular training sessions on
cybersecurity best practices, phishing recognition,
and secure communication protocols are crucial.
Employees are often the first line of defence. Imple-
menting secure communication policies: Establish
clear guidelines for using WhatsApp and other com-
munication tools for business purposes, including
rules on sharing sensitive information.

Robust IT Infrastructure: Ensure your company’s
IT infrastructure is secured with firewalls, intrusion
detection systems, and regular security audits. For
custom applications, like those we develop through
custom software development, security is integrated
from the ground up, not as an afterthought.

Proactive threat monitoring: Implement solu-
tions for continuous monitoring of your network
and systems to detect and respond to suspicious ac-
tivities promptly.
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[.ong-awaited 5G high-
speed internet service
started in major cities

of Pkistan

The move to 5G has been made possible by a substantial
capital injection from global telecommunications companies,
with Etisalat, China Mobile, and the VEON Group contributing
over $500 million during the recent auction

akistan has officially entered the fifth-gen-

eration era of mobile connectivity after

completing the spectrum auction and ac-

tivating commercial sites in major cities
across the country. This milestone, overseen by
the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
and the Ministry of Information Technology and
Telecommunication, signifies a shift in the local
digital landscape as operators transition from
fourth-generation infrastructure to high-speed al-
ternatives.

The move to 5G has been made possible by a
substantial capital injection from global telecom-
munications companies, with Etisalat, China Mo-
bile, and the VEON Group contributing over $500
million during the recent auction. Jazz, a part of
the VEON Group, has committed an additional $1
billion over the next three years to enhance its net-
work capabilities and infrastructure. This financial
commitment is part of a broader strategy led by
the Spectrum Investment Fund Company to pro-
mote economic recovery and sustainable techno-
logical growth.

During the auction, Finance Minister Muham-
mad Aurangzeb and IT Minister Shaza Fatima
Khawaja emphasised that the primary goal was
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not just to maximise upfront revenue but to create
an environment conducive to long-term network
expansion. By eliminating Right of Way charges,
the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority aims
to speed up the deployment of fiber and towers
needed for the high-frequency bands associated
with 5G technology.

The auction process involved multiple rounds
for position assignments in the 2600 MHz and
3500 MHz bands, with Jazz securing the 700 MHz
band to expand its coverage.

Currently, over 300 sites have been activated
across Pakistan as part of the 5G rollout, with Jazz
and Zong leading the initial deployment phase.
Jazz has activated 180 sites, while Zong has estab-
lished 150 active locations, primarily in major cit-
ies like Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Lahore, Karachi,
Peshawar, Quetta, Multan, and Faisalabad. This
infrastructure supports over 2,254 mobile device
models from 103 manufacturers, ensuring a wide
segment of the population with compatible hard-
ware can access the new services. The introduc-
tion of this spectrum is expected to boost average
internet speeds from around 4 Mbps to nearly 20
Mbps, significantly improving the user experience
for data-intensive applications.
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Pakistan Software Houses Association (P@
SHA) has highlighted that this advancement is
crucial for the growth of the software export sector
and the broader digital economy, as it provides the
low-latency connectivity needed for modern tech-
nological services.

Despite the technological advancement, offi-
cials have indicated that mobile package prices are
not likely to see a sharp increase, with the focus re-
maining on enhancing service quality to improve
average revenue per user rather than immediate
tariff hikes. The government is aiming to make
high-end devices more affordable for the general
public by implementing a new smartphone leasing
policy to address digital inclusion and hardware
accessibility challenges.

Minister Shaza Fatima Khawaja emphasised
the importance of consistent policies to support
the telecommunications ecosystem, especially
considering the regional disparity in average rev-
enue per user. The Ministry of IT and Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority have proposed
reducing taxes on mobile services to stimulate
growth, but these fiscal measures are still being
discussed by the Federal Board of Revenue.

The ongoing expansion of 5G is expected to
reach all provincial capitals and the federal cap-
ital more comprehensively within the next six to
eight months as operators upgrade existing sites
and deploy new ones. This phase of development
is crucial for the national digitisation agenda to in-
tegrate high-speed internet into sectors like health-
care, education, and manufacturing. The success
of this rollout depends on continued cooperation
between the Frequency Allocation Board, Paki-
stan Telecommunication Authority, and private
sector stakeholders to translate the newly acquired
spectrum into tangible benefits for the country’s
over 190 million mobile users. The 5G infrastruc-
ture is more expensive and energy-intensive, re-
quiring higher power for dense cell sites. While 5G
networks are being deployed, a significant portion
of user devices in some markets are still 4G-en-
abled, limiting immediate 5G adoption.

Following the issuance of 5G spectrum licenc-
es, the infrastructure landscape is rapidly shifting
from 4G dominance to 5G capability. Key dif-
ferences include higher frequency bands requir-
ing denser infrastructure like Fibre-To-The-Site
(FTTS) and small cell deployment to handle high-
er data speeds and lower latency compared to 4G
networks.

Post-licence deployment uses sub-6 GHz
spectrum for broad coverage and, in many cases,
mmWave spectrum for high-capacity urban hubs.
5G requires densification with a higher number of
small cell sites, especially in dense urban areas, to
overcome the limited propagation of higher fre-
quency bands.

While 4G infrastructure is mature and less cap-
ital-intensive, 5G requires a significant investment
in optical fibre cable (OFC) to connect the new,
dense small cell infrastructure. 5G offers higher
spectral efficiency than 4G, potentially providing
massive increases in download speeds (e.g., trials
exceeding 1,400 Mbps).

oG requires a significant invest-
ment in Optical Fiber Cable (OFC)
to connect the new, dense small
cell infrastructure

To reduce deployment costs and the need for
new towers, operators are increasingly using ac-
tive network sharing (e.g., MOCN) for 5G deploy-
ment, a trend that has intensified post-licensing.

Governments and operators are prioritising Fi-
bre-To-The-Site (FTTS) for 5G backhaul, aiming
to expand fibre coverage to 60% of sites.

Initial 5G infrastructure focuses on urban,
high-density areas, potentially creating a digital
divide between 5G cities and 4G-based rural areas,
where lower frequency bands are more feasible.

Infrastructure investment is primarily directed
towards business, smart industry, and IoT applica-
tions, rather than just mobile broadband.
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P'TA urged to imme-
diately remove apps
stealing personal data

Appslike Tigo,Chamet, Bigo Live,Mico,and LivU have seen

of Pakistanis

a massive surge in downloads across Pakistan. Marketed
as platforms to “meet strangers” and “earn through live
gifts,” these apps hide a sinister agenda beneath their

appealing surface

his special investigation article explores

how foreign video apps are compromis-

ing the privacy of Pakistani users. In an

era where the smartphone has become an
extension of the human body, a silent but deadly
threat is lurking within the app drawers of millions
of Pakistanis. A special investigation by Flare
Magazine has exposed a network of controversial
video-chat and “social discovery” applications
that are not only serving as hubs for explicit con-
tent but are also functioning as sophisticated spy-
ware. Apps like Tigo, Chamet, Bigo Live, Mico,
and LivU have seen a massive surge in downloads
across Pakistan. Marketed as platforms to “meet
strangers” and “earn through live gifts,” these apps
hide a sinister agenda beneath their appealing sur-
face.

Our investigation reveals that these platforms
primarily target the youth, employing aggressive
marketing strategies to lure them into a world of
unregulated live streaming and private video calls.
The allure of anonymity and the excitement of in-
teraction with strangers create an enticing environ-
ment for young users, who might be unaware of
the lurking dangers. Technical experts consulted
by Flare Magazine have raised alarms about the
permissions required by these applications, noting
that they are a direct violation of basic privacy
standards that should be upheld in the digital age.

One critical issue that has come to light is what
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has been dubbed the “Always-On” Spy feature
of these applications. Once installed, these apps
demand permanent access to the device’s camera
and microphone. This requirement is alarming,
as it suggests that users might be under constant
surveillance. Evidence indicates that these sensors
can be activated in the background without any
visual indication, allowing the app to see and hear
the user’s private surroundings at any moment.
The implications of this are profound; individuals
may unknowingly expose their most intimate mo-
ments to potential predators or malicious entities,
all while believing they are safely connecting with
friends or casual acquaintances online.

Our investigation reveals that
these platforms primarily target
the youth, employing aggressive

marketing strategies to lure them
into a world of unregulated live
streaming and private video calls

Data siphoning is another growing concern as-
sociated with these apps. Beyond simply accessing
cameras and microphones, these platforms often
gain access to the phone’s internal storage and
gallery as well. This means that personal family
photos, private videos, and sensitive documents
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are all vulnerable to being uploaded to foreign
servers without user consent. The risks associat-
ed with this invasion of privacy are immense, as
such data can end up being sold on the dark web
or exploited for identity theft. The idea that simple
interactions meant for entertainment could lead to
such dire consequences is unnerving, prompting
many to reconsider the apps they download and
the permissions they grant.

The impact of these applications extends be-
yond personal privacy concerns; it influences soci-
etal norms and values as well. Moral ramifications
are significant, as these platforms have become
breeding grounds for explicit and obscene con-
tent that bypasses local cultural sensitivities and
laws. The normalisation of such material can have
a detrimental effect on young minds, reshaping
perceptions of relationships, intimacy, and per-
sonal boundaries. The potential for harm grows
as access to this type of content becomes more
prevalent, undermining cultural mores and ethics
that have traditionally guided social interaction in
Pakistan. Socially, the proliferation of these appli-
cations has given rise to organised blackmailing
syndicates, which leverage the often-shared ex-
plicit content for coercive means. Victims of such
schemes may find themselves trapped in a cycle
of fear and shame, with their personal lives weap-
onised against them. The burgeoning industry of
online blackmail not only inflicts psychological
harm on individuals but also threatens the broad-
er social fabric by promoting distrust and fear. In
environments where sharing personal information
or engaging in online interactions has become
commonplace, the fear of being targeted by these
syndicates can lead to a chilling effect on social
interaction, stifling open communication and con-
nection.

Additionally, regulatory bodies and govern-
ment officials face a daunting challenge in address-
ing the rapidly changing digital landscape. With
technology evolving faster than legislative process-
es, the capacity to protect users from exploitation
through these apps remains limited. While some
attempts have been made to increase awareness
among youth regarding internet safety and person-
al privacy, these efforts are often overshadowed by
the apps’ aggressive marketing tactics. There exists
a pressing need for comprehensive digital literacy
education that informs users about the potential
dangers of such platforms, empowering them to
make informed decisions.

In essence, the intertwined issues of privacy
invasion, moral degradation, and social manipu-
lation presented by these applications pose signif-
icant challenges not only for users but also for so-
ciety at large. The digital realm should be a space
for connection and creativity, not one that fosters
exploitation and fear. It is imperative for users to
approach the download of such applications with
caution, considering the long-term implications of
their choices.

“We have received numerous reports of cit-
izens being recorded during private calls. These
recordings are then used to extort huge sums of
money, leading to psychological trauma and, in
some cases, extreme social consequences,” says a
cyber-security analyst.

Despite the clear violation of the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes Act (PECA) 2016, these apps
continue to operate freely. Flare Magazine and its
Editor-in-Chief, Zubair Ahmed Kasuri, officially
demand that the Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA), must immediately ban and block
the IP addresses and app store access for Tigo,
Chamet, and similar platforms. The FIA Cyber
Crime Wing must initiate a crackdown on “agen-
cies” operating within Pakistan that recruit young
girls and boys for these immoral platforms. A na-
tional Digital Safety Awareness campaign must
be launched to educate parents about the hidden
dangers of these apps.

Flare Magazine urges all citizens to conduct a
“Digital Audit” of their family’s smartphones. If
any of the mentioned apps are found, they should
be uninstalled immediately. Protecting your phone
is no longer just about battery life; it’s about pro-
tecting your dignity and your data.
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Pakistan wants Musk
to guarantee sensitive
data protection before
launching speedy

STARLINK

Starlink internet

Itisunclear whether Elon Musk can assure the government

of Pakistan that there will not be any security breaches
or data violations affecting the citizens of Pakistan. If the
government receives satisfactory assurances regarding
these crucial aspects, it may allow the Starlink project to
commence operations within its borders

akistan is reviewing the potential entry of

Starlink into the country amid concerns

about unregulated satellite internet posing

security threats. Authorities are scrutinis-
ing the application to ensure compliance with na-
tional regulations and data security measures. The
government’s cautious approach reflects the need
to balance connectivity benefits with safeguarding
national security interests. The issue has sparked
discussions in parliamentary forums, highlighting
the importance of regulatory oversight in allowing
global satellite networks to operate within the coun-
try. Despite the transformative potential of satellite
internet in bridging connectivity gaps, policymakers
are emphasising the need for stringent regulatory
controls to protect national interests. The decision
on Starlink’s entry into Pakistan hinges on assuranc-
es regarding data security and privacy protection,
underscoring the importance of transparent dia-
logues between the government and Elon Musk’s
team.

It is unclear whether Elon Musk can assure the
government of Pakistan that there will not be any
security breaches or data violations affecting the
citizens of Pakistan. If the government receives sat-
isfactory assurances regarding these crucial aspects,
it may allow the Starlink project to commence op-
erations within its borders. On the contrary, if these
concerns remain unaddressed, the project is likely to
be abandoned entirely.

Starlink, an ambitious satellite internet constella-
tion project developed by Musk’s company SpaceX,
aims to provide high-speed internet across the globe,
particularly in underserved and rural areas. This
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initiative has sparked interest in many countries
because of its potential to bridge the digital divide.
However, the successful implementation of such a
project hinges on addressing various regulatory con-
cerns, including data privacy and national security.

For the government, the protection of its citi-
zens’ data is of utmost importance. The potential in-
terception of sensitive information or unauthorised
access to private data could lead to significant risks.
The government may require detailed insights into
how Starlink stores and manages data, as well as the
measures put in place to protect it. Understanding
these protocols can help alleviate fears and build
trust in the system.

For the government, the protec-
tion of its citizens’ data is of ut-
most importance. The potential in-
terception of sensitive information
or unauthorised access to private
data could lead to significant risks

INSIGHT |

Moreover, the societal implications of introduc-
ing Starlink to Pakistan could be profound. With
better internet access, individuals and communities
could tap into educational resources, enhance com-
munication, and participate in the global economy
more effectively. This could empower local business-
es and entrepreneurs, ultimately driving innovation
and growth within the nation. However, these ad-
vantages must be balanced against national security
considerations.
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Additionally, the government may also scruti-
nise the project’s overall impact on the telecommu-
nications landscape in Pakistan. The introduction
of Starlink could potentially disrupt existing service
providers, leading to competition that may benefit
consumers through improved services and lower
costs. However, the transitional period might be
challenging for local operators, prompting the gov-
ernment to weigh the pros and cons carefully.

Ultimately, the decision regarding Starlink’s
operations in Pakistan depends on the assurance
of data security and the protection of the citizens’
privacy. Elon Musk and his team must engage in
transparent dialogues with the government, pre-
senting robust frameworks for safeguarding person-
al information. Telecommunications innovations
carry with them the responsibility of ensuring that
the benefits do not come at the cost of jeopardising
user safety and privacy. Hence, without these neces-
sary guarantees, the future of Starlink in Pakistan
remains uncertain.

The issue has also been discussed in parliamen-
tary forums, where several lawmakers have ex-
pressed reservations about allowing a global satellite
network to operate without strict local safeguards.

As a result, the debate has expanded beyond
technological considerations to include broader na-
tional security concerns and questions about regu-
latory oversight. Despite the concerns, officials ac-
knowledge that satellite internet could significantly
improve connectivity, particularly in remote and
underserved areas where traditional broadband in-
frastructure remains limited.

However, policymakers appear determined to
ensure that any deployment of satellite internet ser-
vices is introduced with strong regulatory controls
to safeguard national interests.

The status of SpaceX’s Starlink entry into the
Pakistani market is uncertain, with unresolved se-
curity, regulatory, and geopolitical concerns causing
delays. While Starlink has registered with the Secu-
rities Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP)
and received a temporary No Objection Certificate
(NOC) in March 2025, full commercial licensing is
on hold.

Authorities are worried about Starlink’s di-
rect-to-satellite model potentially bypassing national
internet gateways andregulatory oversight. The gov-
ernment is concerned about losing control over in-
ternet connectivity during security crises and is em-
phasising the need for data security measures. The
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) is
requiring Starlink to comply with local policiesand
route traffic through designated domestic gateways.
Chinese firms like Shanghai Spacecom Satellite
Technology Limited (SSST) are seen as competi-
tors to Starlink in Pakistan’s telecom market. The
relationship between US President Donald Trump
and Elon Musk has caused hesitation among Paki-
stani officials, who are cautious about decisions that
could upset Washington.

Some lawmakers have suggested that Starlink’s
entry be contingent on an apology from Elon Musk
for comments deemed anti-Pakistan.

A new Space Regulatory Authority under the Pa-
kistan Space Activities Regulatory Board (PSARB)
is finalising the licensing regime for Low Earth Or-
bit (LEQ) satellite operators.

The government expects Starlink to establish
local ground stations for regulatory oversight rath-
er than operating independently through satel-
lite-to-cell services.

Starlink, a satellite internet constellation by
SpaceX, aims to provide high-speed internet global-
ly using over 7,000 low Earth orbit (LEQ) satellites.
In Namibia, Starlink plans to challenge the coun-
try’s decision to block its entry, highlighting growing
scrutiny of foreign tech firms in Africa. Starlink will
appeal the rejection of its application by Namibia’s
Communications Regulatory Authority (CRAN)
and engage in the appeal process. The company
expressed disappointment over the decision and en-
couraged public input for reconsideration. Starlink
remains open to working with the Namibian gov-
ernment to provide benefits to the people. In Brazil,
Starlink has reduced hardware and service prices
significantly, aiming for rapid expansion in remote
regions and capturing the global satellite market.
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The power of human
agency in shaping
global order

Despite being perceived as the most

owerful nation
globally, with unmatched military reach, technological
depth, and institutional capacity, the United States’
dominance is increasingly disconnected from reality. It
can be argued that since 2016, China has emerged as the
most economically resilient, technologically advanced, and
strategically coherent power

he ebb and flow of empires is a constant

feature of the historical cycle. Karl Marx

viewed this as historical determinism, em-

phasising structural forces like geography,
economics, and material conditions. However, he
underestimated the crucial role of human agency
in shaping outcomes. While history sets the stage, it
is leadership that ultimately decides whether a state
rises, stagnates, or declines.

In the global arena, where states are the primary
actors, the same principle applies. States governed
through accountability, strategic clarity, and fore-
sight tend to strengthen their power. Conversely,
those plagued by poor governance, lack of account-
ability, and incompetent or self-serving leadership
inevitably face decline. The current trajectories of
the United States and Israel are not random occur-
rences but direct results of flawed human agency
shaping the destiny of these states and the broader
world.

Despite being perceived as the most powerful
nation globally, with unmatched military reach,
technological depth, and institutional capacity,
the United States’ dominance is increasingly dis-
connected from reality. It can be argued that since
2016, China has emerged as the most economically
resilient, technologically advanced, and strategical-
ly coherent power. Analysts rooted in the old as-
sumptions struggle to acknowledge this shift, which
is further reinforced by China’s deliberate posture
of restraint and diplomatic humility, avoiding overt
military coercion against weaker states.Turning
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back to the main argument, even seemingly dom-
inant powers can face strategic disorientation. Isra-
el, known as the most militarily capable state in the
Middle East and a key US. partner, exhibits a simi-
lar pattern today. Both states show signs of strategic
drift, not due to structural weaknesses but leader-
ship failures. It is noteworthy that leaders like Don-
ald Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu, products of
privilege and elite backgrounds, have presided over
this phase. Despite their access to power and edu-
cation, strategic wisdom has not followed. Their
leadership has been characterised by impulsiveness,
rhetorical excess, and a personalisation of statecraft
that undermines institutional credibility, posing
dangers in a complex and interdependent era.
Israel’s structural vulnerabilities compound
these risks, as its long-term viability has been close-
ly linked to US supremacy. As this supremacy is
challenged, Israel’s strategic environment becomes
increasingly uncertain. Recent conflicts have accel-
erated the ongoing geopolitical shift, eroding the
historical foundations of Israeli security. Before the
recent conflict with Iran, much of the Arab world
viewed Iran as the primary threat. However, the
war has revealed a different reality, highlighting the
US and Israel’s roles as central drivers of regional
instability. The limited effectiveness of US military
deployments in the face of drone and missile threats
has raised doubts about their utility, while the US’s
focus on protecting Israeli interests has created an
imbalance that has not gone unnoticed.
Leadership behaviour has further exacerbated

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEFPK
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the situation, with public rhetoric lacking diplomat-
ic discipline and eroding credibility. Consequently,
Europe and the Middle East are reassessing their
strategic orientations, considering deeper engage-
ment with emerging powers like China and Russia,
and recognising the growing relevance of regional
actors such as Pakistan.

Pakistan’s acceptance as a potential mediator
by major powers like the US, China, and Iran sig-
nals a significant shift in diplomatic weight. This
aligns with a historical pattern, including Pakistan’s
role in facilitating earlier strategic breakthroughs
between the US and China in the 1970s, establish-
ing Pakistan as a credible and constructive actor. In
contrast, India’s positioning as a subordinate part-
ner within a US-led framework aimed at countering
China and Pakistan has come at a cost. Rather than
emerging as an independent power, India risks be-
ing reduced to a tactical instrument in a larger geo-
political contest, leading to diplomatic embarrass-
ment and diminished strategic autonomy. Modi’s
poorly timed visit to Israel before the war outbreak
has further weakened India’s global positioning.

Iran’s conduct in the war has shown how a

weaker power can challenge stronger adversaries
through strategic innovation, technological adapta-
tion, and disciplined execution, setting a precedent
for asymmetric warfare.

At a broader level, the conflict has accelerated
the fragmentation of the global order, exposing
deepening divides and the emergence of alternative
centres of power. China has seized the opportunity
to showcase its economic strength, technological
prowess, and diplomatic reach as a viable alterna-
tive to Western dominance, prompting parts of the
international community to view the US not as a
guarantor of stability but at times as a source of in-
stability, turning towards China as a potential solu-
tion. Traditional US allies like Europe and Canada
are also exploring strategic partnerships with Chi-
na.

Meanwhile, the US faces internal challenges
such as political polarisation, institutional strain,
and demographic shifts, testing the resilience of its
system. If current trends persist, the risk of deep in-
ternal conflict cannot be ignored, potentially strain-
ing American federalism, a long-standing strength,
particularly in the face of another impulsive Presi-
dent akin to Trump.

Iran’s conduct in the war has
shown how a weaker power can
challenge stronger adversaries
through strategic innovation,
technological adaptation, and
disciplined execution, setting a
precedent for asymmetric warfare

For Pakistan, the evolving global order presents
a historic opportunity. With coherent political di-
rection and sustained economic reform, Pakistan
can position itself as a major power within the next
decade and potentially elevate to a great power with
disciplined governance and strategic foresight over
a longer horizon. The lesson remains clear: while
history creates possibilities, human agency deter-
mines outcomes.-The writer is an analyst and re-
searcher.
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vivo unveils the Ylld: A 6500mAh
powerhouse with 44W flash-
charge and IP65 dust and water

resistance
Vivo Y11d
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+ 6500 mAh BlueVaolt Battery
« 44W HashCharge

Y'socenL

+ [P65 Dust and Water Resistance
* 50MP Ultra Clear Camera

Durability is a cornerstone of the Ylld experience, featuring [IP65 Dust and
Water Resistance to protect against the elements. The device is further
reinforced by a professional Anti-Drop Design, ensuring it can withstand
the rigors of daily use. To complement this high-capacity power, the device
features 44W FlashCharge technology, supported by 29-dimension security

protection to ensure that rapid power replenishment is both fast and safe

he all-new Y11d has officially debuted,

engineered to provide exceptional en-

durance and reliability in its segment. As

a significant evolution in the Y series, the
Y11d is built around a massive 6500mAh BlueVolt
Battery, providing sustained power for extended
daily use. To complement this high-capacity power,
the device features 44W FlashCharge technology,
supported by 29-dimension security protection to
ensure that rapid power replenishment is both fast
and safe. This synergy of high-density battery life
and efficient, secure charging allows users to stay
connected with fewer interruptions throughout the
day.

Durability is a cornerstone of the Y11d expe-
rience, featuring IP65 Dust and Water Resistance
to protect against the elements. The device is fur-
ther reinforced by a professional Anti-Drop Design,
ensuring it can withstand the rigors of daily use.
These rugged features are housed within a sophis-
ticated exterior, headlined by the Trendy & Unique
colors Sunrise Gold and Voyage Black colorway
and a new high-end metal camera module featuring
Dynamic Light accents.
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The user experience is optimized for speed and
immersion with a 120Hz Smooth Display that
reaches a peak brightness of 1200nits, ensuring
clear visibility even under direct sunlight. For en-
hanced productivity and entertainment, the Y11d
offers an immersive 200% Volume boost and reli-
able performance.

Vivo Yiid -
®
]

| . =
B ¢ B 7

Further complementing the Y11d is the intro-
duction of a powerful SOMP Ultra Clear Main
Camera, a critical hardware upgrade specifically
designed to provide superior image clarity and vi-
brant detail. This improved imaging system ensures
that daily moments are captured with sharp detail,

representing a notable setup in its segment.
With its massive 6500mAh BlueVolt Battery
and ultra-fast 44W FlashCharge at its core, the vivo

X.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Y11d raises the bar for everyday reliability and pow-
er efficiency. Whether for intensive productivity,
high-speed entertainment, or long-distance travel, it
delivers a high-performance experience that ensures
users stay connected with minimal downtime.

Further complementing the Ylld
is the introduction of a powerful
50MP Ultra Clear Main Camera, a
critical hardware upgrade specifi-
cally designed to provide superior
image clarity and vibrant detail

Price & Auvailability: The vivo Y11d is available
across Pakistan in two variants: 4GB + 128GB
priced at Rs. 43,999 and 6GB + 128GB priced at
Rs. 52,999. vivo offers comprehensive after-sales
support, including a one-year warranty, a 15-day
free replacement policy, and a 6-month warranty
for accessories. The device is officially approved by
the Pakistan Telecommunications Authority (PTA)
and is fully compatible with all mobile networks
in Pakistan. As an added benefit, Zong 4G users
can enjoy 12GB of free mobile internet by insert-
ing their SIM card into Slot 1, including 2GB per
month for 6 months.
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Academic tenure
reduced due to
frequent closures of

educational

b =

institutions in Pakistan

b

The closure of educational institutions
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has almost become

a tradition during periods of crises like fuel price hikes,
smog, extreme weather conditions, relentless heatwaves,

heavy rain, or flooding

s a nation, we face a significant di-

lemma that any disaster, crisis, event,

or calamity frequently leads us to the

abrupt closure of schools, colleges, and
universities. This decision is often made without
fully considering its long-term impact on students’
education. Consequently, this pattern results in
students becoming disengaged and increasingly
prone to negative activities. The closure of educa-
tional institutions has almost become a tradition
during periods of crises like fuel price hikes, smog,
extreme weather conditions, relentless heatwaves,
heavy rain, or flooding. Rather than viewing these
closures as temporary precautions for safety, we
must recognise the broader implications they have
on the academic growth and intellectual develop-
ment of our youth.

Parents are justifiably concerned about their
children’s future in this inconsistent academic
environment. With educational institutions only
operating for about four to five months each year,
they question how their children will acquire the
knowledge and skills necessary for success in life
in this rapidly progressing world in every depart-
ment.

Despite paying full tuition and transportation
costs, the value of this investment diminishes
when classes are repeatedly cancelled, leaving stu-
dents at a disadvantage compared to their peers
in more consistent educational settings. The fuel
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price hike, while prompting the reopening of ed-
ucational institutions, has not solved the underly-
ing concern that many students now appear more
focused on socialising rather than engaging with
their studies. As a result, with classes offered just
four days a week, the opportunities for meaning-
ful learning experiences are severely curtailed.
This trend reinforces a

Business News Magazine

vere fuel crisis. With each extension, students lose
valuable time.

The government first announced that all ed-
ucational institutions would remain closed until
March 31 to save fuel amid rising petrol and diesel
demand. In Punjab, authorities ordered closures
from March 10 to March 31 and advised schools
to shift to online classes where possible. Provinc-
es introduced fuel-saving measures, including re-
duced office hours and remote work for govern-
ment staff.

These steps aim to cut fuel use at a time when
global oil prices have increased due to geopoliti-
cal tensions and supply constraints. The policy re-
flects the need to manage limited resources during
a difficult period.

What was already difficult is becoming more
uncertain as authorities may extend closures for
any reason.

While the official reasoning is understandable,
the education sector should not bear a dispropor-
tionate burden. Fuel is essential for transport, ag-
riculture, and emergency services. Yet, repeated
school closures risk long-term damage to learning
outcomes. Online learning is not a practical solu-
tion as internet access remains slow and expen-
sive. Many families cannot afford smartphones or
computers. Even where connectivity exists, fre-
quent power outages and weak networks disrupt
virtual classes.

For students, each closure means lost lessons
and reduced opportunities. The gap in learning
continues to widen, especially for those already
facing disadvantages.

Parents are increasingly worried as their chil-
dren fall behind. Motivation is declining, while
anxiety continues to rise. Exams are followed as
scheduled, despite the disruption. Many students
now face the risk of taking tests without adequate
preparation.

This situation places an unfair burden on fami-
lies who have little control over the circumstances.

The government faces a complex challenge. A
fuel crisis requires careful management, and solu-
tions are not simple. However, education must re-
main a priority. School closures should be a last
resort, not a recurring response.

Authorities should present a clear plan with
a defined timeline for reopening institutions. If
closures of the educational institutions is a must,
alternative means must also be there. These may
include community learning centres, subsidised
internet access, or flexible education models suit-
ed to local conditions.

Students and families are not asking for spe-
cial treatment. They seek clarity, fairness, and
continuity in education.

Earlier, the government had ordered schools
in smog-hit cities, including Lahore, to remain
closed and shift to online learning. These mea-
sures are intended to protect children from toxic
air, which has caused high pollution levels. Au-
thorities have previously banned outdoor exercise
in schools and tightened emissions rules for ve-
hicles and restaurants. Children are particularly

troubling cycle where stu-
dents begin to equate edu-
cation with inconvenience
rather than an essential
pillar of their future. As
the quality of education

vulnerable to the toxic air,

Online learning is not a practical which can cause respirato-
solution as internet access

remains slow and expensive.

Many families cannot afford

ry diseases.

Besides closures,
school hours are some-
times shortened to avoid

increased interruptions,
we must ask ourselves
how we can structure a

more resilient education Networks disrupt virtual classes

where connectivity exists,
frequent power outages and weakaall public and private

(early morning).
In the winter season,

schools are scheduled to
be closed from the last

system. Is there a way to
leverage technology to maintain continuity in
learning, even during unfavourable circumstanc-
es? Developing online platforms for remote edu-
cation could be one potential solution, allowing
students to continue their studies uninterrupted,
regardless of external conditions.

A school is more than a building. It is defined
as an institution where a child learns, grows, and
dreams of a better future. Schools, colleges, and
universities have closed repeatedly due to a se-
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week of December to the
second week of January, with some reports indi-
cating an extension in some areas due to severe
cold.

Punjab summer vacations for schools were an-
nounced to begin on May 28, with an extension
for some until August 31 due to intense heat, with
a prohibition on summer camps. The 2026 aca-
demic year started with a new 4-day school week
(Monday-Thursday) beginning April 1, closing all
public/private institutions on Fridays.
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Motorway speed
limit reduced to 100
km/h for LTVs, 90
km/h for public
transport

Islamabad: The govern-
ment has updated motorway
speed limits nationwide, imple-
menting stricter regulations to
enhance safety and regulate
traffic flow. The National
Highways & Motorway Police
(NHMP) has imposed revised
speed limits on major motor-
ways. The new rules stipulate
that cars and light transport ve-
hicles (LTVs) must not exceed
100 km/h, while public trans-
port vehicles are limited to 90
km/h. Enforcement measures
have  been  significantly
strengthened, with an increase
in speed cameras, surveillance
systems, and police check-
points to monitor compliance.

Violators can expect heavy
fines for speeding, and com-
muters are urged to adhere to
the new speed limits to avoid
penalties and ensure road
safety. This initiative is part of a
broader focus on security readi-
ness and controlled traffic flow
in response to regional con-
cerns. The government aims to
reduce fuel consumption, en-
hance road safety, and support
energy conservation goals
through these measures.=

Supernet secures

multi-million dollar

cybersecurity con-
tract from bank

Karachi: Supernet Tech-
nologies Limited has secured
a multi-million US dollar cy-
bersecurity contract through
its subsidiary, Supernet Secure
Solutions Pvt Limited, further
strengthening its footprint in
Pakistan’s financial services
sector, the company said in a
notification to the Pakistan
Stock Exchange.

The five-year contract has
been awarded by one of Pak-
istan’s largest banks and
marks a continuation of a
long-term engagement be-
tween the two entities. This is
the second consecutive man-
date, following the successful
execution of an earlier five-
year contract awarded in
2021.

Under the renewed agree-
ment, Super Secure will de-
ploy an upgraded and more
advanced cybersecurity solu-
tion aimed at strengthening
the bank’s digital infrastruc-
ture. The project includes the
implementation of endpoint
security systems designed to
protect more than 10,000 em-
ployees nationwide, address-
ing one of the most critical
areas of cyber risk for finan-
cial institutions.=
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VEON CEO lauds Mobilink Bank's 35%
green energy transition

Islamabad: Mobilink Bank
is setting a new benchmark for
sustainable banking in Pak-
istan, rapidly advancing its
ESG-led transformation to be-
come the country’s most for-
ward-looking, responsible,
and future-ready financial in-
stitution. With more than one-
third of its nationwide branch
network now powered by re-
newable energy, the Bank is
decisively leading the shift to-
ward low-carbon, inclusive fi-
nance at scale.

During a recent visit to
Mobilink Bank, Kaan
Terzioglu, Chief Executive
Officer and Board Member of
VEON Group, reviewed the
Bank’s digital-first operating
model, customer-centric inno-
vations, and sustainability ini-

tiatives. He engaged with cus-
tomers and observed firsthand
how Mobilink Bank is deliver-
ing secure, accessible, and fu-

ture-ready financial services at
scale.

Kaan Terzioglu, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of VEON,

said, “Mobilink Bank's

Pakistan Railways reduces
travel concession for journalists
due to financial constraints

Lahore: Pakistan Railways
has reduced the travel conces-
sion for journalists from 80%
to 50% and limited the num-
ber of tickets to 10 per year.
The official notification was
issued by the Office of the
Chief Commercial Manager
at Pakistan Railways Head-
quarters in Lahore. The deci-
sion was made on the directive
of the Federal Minister for
Railways to align with finan-
cial constraints and govern-
ment austerity measures. The
revised policy allows journal-
ists a 50% discount for 10 sin-
gle journeys in a calendar year
across all classes and trains,
except premium services. The
previous 50% concession for
spouses of journalists has
been discontinued. The origi-
nal concession was introduced
in 2006 by then Federal Min-
ister for Railways Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed, providing
journalists with an 80% fare
discount and extensive travel
opportunities. The recent

change has sparked criticism
within the journalism commu-
nity, with concerns raised
about the impact on field re-
porting, especially for free-
lance and regional journalists.
The decision was made with-
out consulting journalist bod-
ies, leading to fears that it will
hinder media professionals'
work due to rising transporta-
tion costs and inflation.

The notification states that
the revision aims to standard-
ize concessions and align rail-
way operations with austerity
measures. However, reports
indicate that concessions for
other groups, such as senior
citizens and sports persons,
have also been limited. Jour-
nalist organizations are call-
ing for a review of the
decision, urging the restora-
tion of the previous 80% con-
cession or an increase in the
annual travel limit to support
media professionals in fulfill-
ing their responsibilities effec-
tively.m

progress in embedding sus-
tainability into its operations
is both timely and impactful.
The scale at which the Bank is

advancing green financing,
alongside expanding digital fi-
nancial access, highlights its
commitment to responsible
growth. This is a strong exam-

ple of how financial institu-
tions can support initiatives
that are both good for the en-
vironment and drive both eco-
nomic growth in emerging
markets.”

Commenting on the
Bank’s direction, Haaris Mah-
mood Chaudhary, President
and CEO Mobilink Bank,
said: “Sustainability is not a
parallel agenda for Mobilink
Bank; rather, it is the engine of
our growth. We are building
Pakistan's leading bank for
small businesses through a
model that is digital-first,
ESG-driven, and built for
long-term impact. From green
financing to renewable-pow-
ered operations, we are em-
bedding responsibility into
every layer of our business.”n

Fuel price surge boosts de-
mand for e-bikes, causing
supply shortage in Pakistan

Islamabad: A significant in-
crease in petrol prices in Pak-
istan has led to a sharp rise in
demand for electric bikes, caus-
ing supply shortages and longer
booking times in major cities.
Electric bike companies, which
previously focused on attract-
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ing new customers through
marketing campaigns, are now
facing a surge in interest from
existing petrol bike users who
are transitioning to electric op-
tions due to the fuel price hike.

A senior dealer at Revoo
electric bikes noted the rapid
change in the market dynamics,
with customers now actively
seeking out electric bikes. The
sudden shift in consumer be-
havior has created a shortage in

the market, prompting compa-
nies to ramp up production and
invest more to meet the in-
creased demand.

However, the supply chain
is facing challenges, as key
components are imported from
China and delays in shipments

have led to depleted stock and
extended delivery times ranging
from one to six months in some
areas.

Despite the growing de-
mand for electric bikes driven
by rising petrol prices, the mar-
ket infrastructure and supply
chain in Pakistan are not fully
equipped to handle the sudden
surge in interest, highlighting
structural gaps in the country's
electric vehicle sector.m

Infinix NOTE 60 Series designed for Pakistan's real hustle

Lahore: We have seen
workplaces shift from on-site to
online in recent years. Let's be
honest, the traditional work-
day doesn't exist anymore in
Pakistan.

Freelancers start early to
align with international mar-
kets. Entrepreneurs push late
into the night to close deals
across borders. The hustle is
real, nonstop, and constantly
shifting. To keep up, you need
a device engineered for mo-
mentum, not just moments.

That’s where Infinix NOTE 60
Pro comes in.

The Infinix NOTE 60 is
built for Pakistan's real hustle,

the kind that doesn't show up
in spec sheets. It powers long

client calls, heavy multitask-
ing, and constant connectivity
without compromise. From re-
search to strategy, presenta-
tions to back-to-back
conversations across multiple
apps, the NOTE 60 Pro keeps
up without hesitation, making
every switch feel effortless.

A world that never powers
down, connectivity isn't op-
tional; it's necessary. The In-
finix NOTE 60 Pro keeps you
locked in and reachable, so
when opportunity shows up,

you're already ready to move.

But what really makes the
difference is endurance. Pow-
ered by a 6500mAh battery
and 90W fast charging, the
NOTE 60 Pro continues per-
forming as the workday
stretches into late hours. It
supports ambition reliably and
efficiently, without distraction
or hesitation.

Because true hustle doesn't
operate on a clock. And nei-
ther should the device that
powers it. m
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U Bank accelerates digital transforma-
tion with Temenos & Systems Limited

Islamabad: U Bank, a
wholly owned subsidiary of
PTCL-e& Group, has success-
fully gone live with the
Temenos core banking plat-
form, along with payments,
digital channels, financial
crime, and data platforms, on
RedHat Openshift, in collabo-
ration with Systems Limited.
The unified platform estab-
lishes a modern, real-time, and
scalable banking ecosystem de-
signed to strengthen opera-
tional efficiency, regulatory
compliance, and digital finan-
cial inclusion across Pakistan.

The transformation enables
unified operations across 220+
branches and digital channels,
supports both Islamic and con-
ventional products, and intro-
duces real-time processing
across lending, compliance,
treasury, and risk functions.

The upgraded platform em-
powers U Bank to accelerate
product launches, streamlined
loan processing, and strengthen
AML and risk monitoring,
while delivering a seamless dig-
ital customer experience
through mobile banking and
digital onboarding.

Built on Temenos’ scalable
architecture, the new environ-
ment enhances the Bank’s abil-
ity to expand digital services,
strengthen Islamic banking,
and support long-term growth
with improved agility, re-
silience and operational effi-
ciency. Systems Limited led the
delivery of U Bank’s digital
transformation program, ensur-
ing a seamless, scalable, and
compliant  transition  to
Temenos modern banking plat-
form.

Tooran Asif, CEOQ, U Mi-

crofinance Bank said: “This
transformation marks an im-
portant step in strengthening U
Bank’s digital banking capabil-
ities and technology founda-
tion. With a modern and
scalable platform, we are well
positioned to enhance opera-
tional efficiency, improve cus-
tomer experience, and
accelerate the delivery of inno-
vative products and services. It
also reinforces our commit-
ment to expanding access to fi-
nancial services and advancing
financial inclusion across Pak-
istan. We appreciate the collab-
oration and support of our
partners, Temenos and Systems
Limited, in successfully deliver-
ing this program.”
Muhammad Umar Ilyas,
CTO, U Microfinance Bank
said: “This transformation
marks an important milestone

in strengthening U Bank’s digi-
tal banking capabilities and
technology foundation. With a
modern and scalable platform,
we are better positioned to en-
hance operational efficiency,
improve customer experience,
and accelerate the rollout of in-
novative products and services.
It also supports our broader
commitment to expanding ac-
cess to financial services and
advancing financial inclusion
across Pakistan. This has been
one of the largest and most
complex transformations un-
dertaken by the Bank and
would not have been possible
without the unwavering sup-
port and collaboration of our
cross functional teams, Systems
Limited, Temenos, and above
all, the continued support of
our leadership team and the
Board of Directors.”s

Mobilink Bank ranks among top 10 organi-
zations at GDEIB Awards 2026, recognized
across all 15 categories

Islamabad: Mobilink Bank, Pakistan's lead-
ing digital microfinance bank, has been honored
as one of the 'Top 10 Inclusive Companies of the
Year' at the prestigious Global Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion Benchmarks (GDEIB) Awards
2026. The Bank received recognition in all 15

award categories, showcasing its strong commit-
ment to global DEI best practices and its ongo-
ing efforts to promote inclusive growth in
Pakistan.

Mobilink Bank has integrated DEI principles

cellence.

balanced

into its organizational and leadership frame-
works, achieving recognition at the highest "Best
Practice" level in various GDEIB categories, in-
cluding leadership accountability, recruitment,
advancement and retention, learning and devel-
opment, and sustainability. The Bank is also
ranked among the top organizations in Pakistan
based on its overall GDEIB score, solidifying its
position as a national standard for inclusive ex-

The Bank's progress is evident in its leader-
ship structure, with women comprising 38% of
the Executive Leadership Team (ELT) and 30%
of the Future Leadership Team (FLT), demon-
strating a consistent commitment to gender-
leadership
decision-making.

Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary, President &
CEOQO of Mobilink Bank, emphasized, "Diver-
sity and inclusion are fundamental to our
growth and leadership. We have transitioned
from diversity as mere representation to inclu-
sion as a tangible outcome. This recognition un-
derscores the positive impact we’ are making

and inclusive

and our dedication to building a forward-think-

ing organization."m

PSEB
launches
semiconduc-
tor training
programme
with academia

Islamabad: Pakistan Soft-
ware Export Board (PSEB)
has signed an agreement with
Ghulam Ishaq Khan Institute
of Engineering Sciences and
Technology (GIKI) and NED
University of Engineering and
Technology to roll out a semi-
conductor upskilling initiative
under the Prime Minister’s
National Semiconductor HR
Development Programme.n

Mobilink Bank and JazzCash turn Chaklala Scheme-ll|
Bazar Cashless to advance PM’s cashless economy vision

Islamabad: Mobilink Bank,
in collaboration with JazzCash,
has launched the Chaklala
Scheme-III Cashless Bazaar in
Rawalpindi, encompassing 900
shops and carts, furthering the
initiative to achieve the Prime
Minister's goal of a cashless
economy under the guidance of
SBP.

The opening ceremony was
attended by Brigadier Syed Ali
Anjum, Station Commander
Rawalpindi, as the chief guest.
Rizwan Khaleel Shamsi, Joint
Director at the SBP, Atta ur
Rehman, CBO at Mobilink
Bank, along with senior execu-

tives from JazzCash and Mo-
bilink Bank, local merchants,
and community members were
also present.

Haaris M. Chaudhary, Pres-
ident & CEO of Mobilink Bank,
highlighted, "With our digital-
first strategy at Mobilink Bank,
we believe that the transition to
a cashless economy should
begin at local bazaars where
everyday transactions take place.
This initiative aims to integrate
small merchants into a more se-
cure and inclusive financial sys-
tem. Through fintech platforms
like JazzCash, we are simplify-
ing transactions and promoting

digital financial inclusion on a
large scale.”
Murtaza Ali, CEO of Jaz-

zCash, stated, "The realization
of the PM's vision for a cashless
economy hinges on the efficient

digitization of frequent com-
merce. Bazaars represent a sig-
nificant volume of daily
transactions in Pakistan, and
JazzCash is at the forefront of
this transformation with a net-
work of over 1 million Raast-en-
abled OR merchants
nationwide. By introducing
seamless digital payments in
these areas, we are assisting mer-
chants in transitioning to a for-
mal, interconnected financial
system. This advancement en-
hances the quality of life by
making financial services more
accessible, reliable, and inclusive
for millions of individuals."s

] NATIONAL NEWS

Punjab provides
bike owners with a
complimentary
transfer service

Lahore : The Government
of Punjab has extended the
free bike ownership transfer
facility until May 2026, pro-
viding a major relief for mo-
torcycle owners in the
province. This initiative aims
to simplify the transfer
process, reduce financial bur-
den, and promote legal own-
ership of vehicles.

The scheme is especially
beneficial for those who previ-
ously avoided transferring
ownership due to high fees or
complex procedures. With
zero transfer charges, bike
owners can easily update
ownership records and com-
ply with the law.

The Punjab bike transfer
free scheme 2026 is a govern-
ment initiative applicable in
all districts of Punjab, allow-
ing motorcycle owners to
transfer ownership without
paying any official transfer
feefor a limited time.m

Govt disburses Rs
1.2 billion via
easypaisa to PM
Fuel Package

Islamabad: In a major step
to provide financial relief
amid rising fuel costs, the fed-
eral government has disbursed
Rs 1.2 billion through easy-
paisa under the PM Fuel
Package 2026. This first batch
of payments has reached
more than 32,000 beneficiar-
ies, including operators of
buses, trucks, long-haul vehi-
cles, and delivery vans across
Pakistan.

The initiative leverages
digital financial systems to en-
sure a fast, secure, and trans-
parent transfer of funds,
directly benefiting citizens
who rely on fuel for trans-
portation and commercial
purposes.n

Faysal Bank
launches Pak-
istan’s first mobile
tap to cash service

Karachi: Faysal Bank Lim-
ited (FBL) has launched Pak-
istan’s first-ever Mobile Tap
and Withdraw service, en-
abling its customers to with-
draw cash from Faysal Bank
ATMs by simply tapping their
smartphone, without the need
of any physical card.

With a clear focus on inno-
vation, Faysal Bank aims to
create a digital-inclusive and
digital-first experience for it's
customers and by creating a
360 experience ecosystem the
Bank is establishing its lead as
a key innovator.m
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Kenya supports Moroccan sovereignty over West-
ern Sahara and aims to work with other countries

Nairobi: Kenya has ex-
pressed its backing for auton-
omy  within  Moroccan
sovereignty and has affirmed
its willingness to collaborate
with similar-minded countries
to promote its implementa-
tion.

This stance was conveyed
during the inaugural session
of the Morocco-Kenya Joint
Cooperation Commission, co-
chaired in Nairobi by Minister
of Foreign Affairs, African
Cooperation, and Moroccan
Expatriates Nasser Bourita
and Prime Cabinet Secretary
and Cabinet Secretary for For-
eign and Diaspora Affairs of
the Republic of Kenya Dr.
Musalia Mudavadi.

In the Joint Communiqué

issued at the conclusion of
this Joint Commission, Kenya
appreciated the increasing in-
ternational consensus and the

impetus led by H.M. King

Mohammed VI in support of
the autonomy plan put forth
by the Kingdom of Morocco,"
characterizing autonomy as

"the sole credible and practi-

cal resolution to address the
conflict over the Sahara".
Kenya views the auton-
omy plan proposed by Mo-
rocco as a '"sustainable
strategy" for resolving the re-
gional dispute concerning the
Moroccan Sahara and has ex-
pressed its readiness to "col-
laborate with similar-minded
countries to advance its imple-
mentation." The Republic of
Kenya also commended the
adoption of Security Council
Resolution 2797, which recog-
nizes "the autonomy plan
under Moroccan sovereignty
as the foundation for a fair,
enduring, and mutually agree-
able resolution of the con-
flict". Kenya has endorsed the
endeavors of the Secretary-

General and his Personal
Envoy to facilitate and con-
duct negotiations based on the
autonomy plan.

In the Joint Communiqué,
the Kingdom of Morocco "
appreciated the backing of the
Republic of Kenya for the
United Nations framework as
the exclusive mechanism for
achieving a lasting political
resolution" to the Sahara
issue.

Morocco also expressed its
gratitude for Kenya's acknowl-
edgment of the Kingdom's
ongoing collaboration with
the UN Secretary-General
and his Personal Envoy to ad-
vance the political process in
accordance with relevant Se-
curity Council resolutionsms

US praises the DGSN-DGST unit in Morocco
for their role in two international operations

New York: The US Attor-
ney's Office for the Eastern
District of Virginia acknowl-
edges the support from the
General Directorate of Na-
tional Security and Territorial
Surveillance of Morocco
(DGSN-DGST) in two inves-
tigations targeting an arms
trafficking network linked to
Latin American cartels and a
narco-terrorism operation in-
volving clandestine financial
flows. Transnational coopera-
tion involving the US Drug
Enforcement Administration
(DEA), African and European
agencies, and Moroccan au-
thorities led to key arrests and
extraditions to the United
States.

In one case, Bulgarian
arms trafficker Peter Dimitrov
Mirchev and Kenyan national
Elisha Odhiambo Asumo

were extradited and appeared
in federal court. The defen-

narco-terrorist conspiracy and
providing support to a terrorist

dants allegedly conspired to
supply weapons to Mexican

cartels, including machine
guns, rocket launchers, and
grenades. The arrests were
made in multiple countries,
with Mirchev in Madrid,
Asumo in Casablanca, and a
Tanzanian national in Accra,
Ghana. In another case,
Lebanese-Syrian national An-
toine Kassis was convicted of

organization. Kassis facilitated
an arms-for-cocaine exchange
and laundered proceeds
through a Colombian accom-
plice. The investigation re-
ceived assistance from
Moroccan, Ghanaian,
Kenyan, and Colombian au-
thorities. Kassis faces a poten-
tial life sentence, with the
court set to deliver the sen-
tence on July 2, 2026.m

Costa Rica considers 'Autonomy

under Moroccan

Sovereignty' the

most feasible solution

Rabat: Costa Rica views
Morocco's autonomy initiative
as the most suitable basis for
resolving the regional dispute
over the Moroccan Sahara.
They believe that autonomy
under Moroccan sovereignty
could be the most practical so-

| lution. This stance was ex-

pressed in a Joint Declaration
signed in Rabat after discus-
sions between Moroccan Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Nasser
Bourita and Costa Rican Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs
Arnoldo André Tinoco. Costa
Rica intends to support this po-
sition at various levels, includ-
ing political, diplomatic,
economic, and consular. They
also welcomed the adoption of
UN Security Council Resolu-
tion 2797 (2025) and acknowl-

edged Morocco's commitment
to the Sahara issue. Costa Rica
is closely monitoring the posi-
tive developments under the
leadership of King Mo-
hammed VI

The ministers reaffirmed

their backing for the UN Sec-

retary-General's Personal
Envoy for the Sahara and his
efforts to move the political
process forward towards a de-
finitive resolution of the dis-
pute.m

Chery Master
Pakistan starts
early deliveries

of Tiggo 8 PHEV

Islamabad: Chery Master
Pakistan has commenced deliv-
eries of its Tiggo 8 Plug-in Hy-
brid Electric Vehicle (PHEV) to
pre-registered customers, as per
the April 2026 delivery timeline.
The Tiggo 8 PHEV was opened
for advance bookings in January
2026 at an introductory price of
Rs10,999,000 but following the
strong demand, the price was re-
vised to Rs11,299,000 effective
February 1, 2026.=

L

Netherlands backs Sahara autonomy plan,
deepens Morocco ties

Morocco (Rabat): The Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands,
Tom Berendsen, expressed dur-

ing a press briefing in Rabat that
his country views genuine auton-
omy under Moroccan sover-
eignty as the most viable solution
to the Sahara dispute. This stance
was reiterated in a Joint Commu-
niqué issued after discussions be-
tween Berendsen and Moroccan
Minister of Foreign Affairs,

African Cooperation, and Mo-
roccan Expatriates, Nasser
Bourita, during Berendsen's visit
to Morocco recently.

Berendsen also confirmed
the Netherlands' support for
United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2797 and the efforts
of the UN Secretary-General's
Personal Envoy, Staffan de Mis-
tura, to facilitate negotiations
based on Morocco's autonomy
plan for a just and lasting political
resolution.

Additionally, according to
the Joint Communiqué, the
Dutch Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs affirmed that the Nether-
lands will uphold its position in
line with international law at
diplomatic and economic levels.

Under the leadership of King

Mohammed VI, Morocco is
seen as a reliable partner and a
dedicated contributor to global
peace and stability, as stated by
Tom Berendsen in Rabat.
Berendsen praised King Mo-
hammed VT's involvement in the
"Al-Quds Committee" and the
support for the Palestinian cause.

He also commended the co-
operation between the Nether-
lands and Morocco in the Global
Alliance for the Implementation
of the Two-State Solution and re-
iterated their commitment to this
solution. Berendsen highlighted
Morocco's progress under King
Mohammed VI's leadership, em-
phasizing the country's advanced
infrastructure and significant
economic and investment oppor-
tunities.m

Mali backs Mo-
rocco’s auton-
omy plan

Bamako: The Republic of
Mali has announced its deci-
sion to withdraw recognition
of the Sahrawi Arab Demo-
cratic Republic (SADR) after a
thorough analysis of the Sa-
hara issue, which has implica-
tions for subregional peace and
security. This announcement
was made by Mr. Abdoulaye
Diop, Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs and International Cooper-
ation of Mali, following a
meeting with Moroccan For-
eign Minister Nasser Bourita
in Bamako on behalf of King
Mohammed VI. Mali now
supports Morocco's autonomy
plan as the most viable solu-
tion to the dispute and believes
that true autonomy under Mo-
roccan sovereignty is the best
way forward.m
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5160 mAh

1] RAMBGB ROM 128GB

NOTE70
Dare To Live Life Out Loud

6.8” HD+ iple Al | Panda Glass

Sunlight Readoble ‘tection

Chipset: MediaTek Helio G100
Ultimate, GPU: Mali-G57 MC2

6.78 Inches, AMOLED
Capacitive Touchscreen

Front: 32 MP
Back: 50 MP + 8 MP

5200 mAh

V5000 ] RAM 12GB ROM 256GB

Brilliant Performance

128GB ROM | 50MP Triple Al | 5000mAh

Hole Punch Display | 24GB* RAM 13MP Selfie Camera Battery

Po=
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VGO TEL

Smart 9 [PRO |

Your Partner

(@i Sec 7230 (39 soMP &R,

Poworful Gcta-Cona Processor

0\-gutalpk

@ www.vgotel.com

@ wgotelpk

VGO TEL

New 17 |

EXPERIENCE THE

BEST IN GCAME

—

Mediatek Helio G81 Ultra

rs22,000 e
© worspainan. @ wwaeicon @ otk

VGO TEL

SMART8(G)

Own the

Spotlight

Rs. 22,000

@ 64GB + 4GB @ Octa Core 1.6GHz
BGB Extendable RaM Processor

@ 1BMP
Al Rear Camesa
0 vgotelpakistan @ wwwgotel.com @ vgatelpk

211

il 6 il s

14:25

5.01.2025

Unioek
VGO TEL

Samsung Galaxy A17

Rs. 67,499

Samsung A36

Rs. 119,999

~
. : Chipset: Mediatek
NE— . < Chipset: Qualcomm SM6475-AB
He"? G99 GPU: P ; Snapdragon 6 Gen 3, CPU;
Mali-G57 MC2 rocessor Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz
Cortex-AT8 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)
. 6.7 Inches Super AMOLED
_ DISplay Capacitive Touchscreen Displa 6.7 Inches, Super AMOLED
p y Capacitive Touchscreen
- EAOIL3 T Front: 12 MP, Main: Triple Camera
Camera Back: Triple Camera : 50 MP, /1.8, (wide), 1/1.96",
: 50 MP + 5 MP + 2 MP STLIEET] PDAF, OIS + 8 MP, f12.2, (ultrawide)
, 1/14.0" + 5 MP, f/2.4, (macro)
Battery 5000mAh Battery 5000 mAh
lem RAM 8GE ROM 256GB
(Ee1a’)  RAM: 6GB ROM: 128GB M ory
4
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TECNO

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO

B Display 6.78"AMOLED144Hz
A ———

Front Camera:13MP
Rear Camera:50MP

TECNO

TECNO SPARK 40 PRO PLUS

Jisplay 6.78”AMOLED144Hz
—

Camera Front Camera:13MP
G Rear Camera:50MP

RAM/ROM FRMOTY RAM/ROM
8GB+256GB ——— 8GB+256GB
45W R 45W Fast Charging
; L 30W Wireless Charging
Fast Charging
5200 mAh T 5200 mAh
TECNO CAMON 40 PRO TECNO SPARK 40
m 6.8” AMOLED 120Hz m 6.67"
W Front Camera:50MP P Front: 8MP
C . Rear Camera:50MP+8MP i Rear:50 MP
RAM/ROM
8GB+256GB 6+128 GB
45W 45W, SUPER CHARGING
Fast Charging —iy
Battery 5200 mAh Battery 5200 mAh

m

Xiaomi Store

Autbuarized Reseller

Redmi 13

Scene hai 13

Supports 33W Fast Charging

D I\A/

Standby \ Up to 19 days

MIstore g3

@

Xiaomi Store

Autherzed Faseller

Redmi 14C

Rounded Design Aesthetic

Glamour at your fingertips

J

Battery

5160mAR

Processor | Charging ‘

Helio GB-Ultra 18W Fast Charging

Display ‘

6,88 Dot Drop Display
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Import Data Smart Phones (Importer Wise)

Importer Name Brand Q!’.‘r pe=2p Amt
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NOKIA i B =
SICCOTEL TRADING NOKIA = 3
UNITEDNATION NOKIA - -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED i NOTHING ; . B =
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD NO NAME 5 N
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION NO NAME B B
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME - -
LOGISTICS PROPEL i NO NAME z =
ACTION MOBILE NO NAME 2 B
ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED ) NO NAME T Z
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS NO NAME 5 -
M/S GREEN GATE GLOBAL i NO NAME : =
ICONIC STARS ELECTRONICS NO NAME 5 =
A.S. TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED A U NO NAME - -
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED NO NAME = 1y
EUROTEL TRADING ND NAME . B
PICK N SAVE NO NAME . N
EXERT TECH (PRIVA 0
IMPEL TECH [PRIVA A 3 :
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED QMOBILE : A
EXERT TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED _ _ _ ___ REALME 94,080 5,972,160
_SQNTQ!\I _MDB_I_ITE__TECH {PRIVATE} LIMITED _ N i _REAI.ME_ 3,600 1,009,500
LOGISTICS PROPEL REALME 8 2,852
FOCAL INTERNATIONAL SAMSUNG % N
MY REHMANI TRADER'S _ SAMSUNG 1 - il -
DB LINK (PRIVATE) LIMITED = _— “SAMSUNG -
ACTION MOBILE SAMSUNG = =
M/S BK TRADERS SAMSUNG . N
MICROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG - =
MOBCARRY (PRIVATE) LIMITED ¥ SAMSUNG = 5
CORETECH SAMSUNG = 3
SICCOTEL TRADING _ ] SAMSUNG z B
SMART TECHNOLOGIES SAMSUNG . ™
SMART SOLUTIONS L i SAMSUNG = :
M/S AS TRADING SAMSUNG = =
SHOFME il SAMISUNG ] 1,293 il 162,646
PICK N SAVE SAMSUNG 607 100,890
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION SAMSUNG - N
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS SAMSUNG = -
SAMSUNG EC PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED SAMSUNG 39 39,370
GREEN ENTERPRISES S o ] SAMSUNG i L= NEE
LUCKY MOTOR CORPORATION LIMITED SAMSUNG 137,640 29,856,780
SAHAA TRADERS SAMSUNG =, 3
- SKLINKER [ ] SAMSUNG 3 - =
™M/S CELL CO is B 7 SAMSUNG ~ aaa 70,868
EUROTEL TRADING SAMSUNG , B
YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED SD MOBILE = =
CORETRIX (PRIVATE) LIMITED = TECNO g F T N
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD TECNO - N
SAHAA TRADERS TECNO . -
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED X 1 TECNO ) = =
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED i k TECNO J " 100,001 10,288,308
CORETECH TECNO : 3
'CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED K W TECNO i 7] = a
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO 316,001 35,693,750
S5H TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VGOTEL 10,000 358,203
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED _ 3 = 7 VILLAON kW . T -
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED VILLAON - -
M/5.ZENITH ENTERPRISE VILLAON ) =
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED A 'Y VILLAON | 30,000 1,055,250
EDGE CONSULTING SOLUTIONS ! " “XIAOMI b ] R s
CORETECH XIADMI - -
TECH SIRAT [PRIVATE) LIMITED ] i XIAOMI - s i - z
M/5S GREEN GATE GLOBAL ~XIAOMI = =
GLOBAL CUSTOMER CARE (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIADMI - -
STRATEGIC LOGISTIC SERVICES [PRIVATE) LIMITED 3 L ) XIAOMI ? - -
OPTIMUS. I Xl i
SELECT NOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED XIA 36,500
MULPHICO TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED X MOBILE - -
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED X MOBILE = -
DEPLOY (PVT.) LIMITED A . 1 XMOBILE ) e 1
VERIBEST BRANDS PAKISTAN PRIVATE LIMITED X MOBILE s -
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED Lo ZEEKER 3 - -
SICCOTEL TELECOM (PRIVATE} LIMITED 10,250 979,890
SICCOTEL TRADING _ ] [ ~ 3 S
AZURE TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITED - 5
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED > =
APPLE 26,510 16,283,756
MNEXEL 3,000 116,600
CALME - N
miNTT L W ] ] T i - i -
ALLCALL - -
MEIZU - = 2 _ = =
GFIVE ? -
GOOGLE 17,629 1,394,680
E-TACHI 2 B
15 : s
OUKITEL 212 21,200
HELLO TECH F il et i
SEGO 20,000 880,000
SLACKVIEW —— , - | -
D CODE ] 9,010 439,071
DIGIT 4G = :
DIGNO . - 5
M-HORSE T 2 =
ETEL z =
HONOR 2,000 369,014
INFINIX 129,423 12,335,726
MIONE - -
o - 80,002 3,938,941
KXD - .
MOTOROLA 27 1,895
NOKIA h ; > -
NO NAME o ] s
oPPO 3 ~uilr ] 113,300 1 14,192,300
NOTHING Z =
Q MOBILE h " : -
REALME 97,688 6,984,512
SAMSUNG 140,023 30,230,554
SD MOBILE - -
TECNO 100,001 10,288,308
VIvo 316,001 35,693,750
VILLAON 30,000 1,055,250
VGOTEL 10,000 358,203
X MOBILE - -
XIAOMI 36,500 2,231,961
ZEEKER = -
ZTE 10,250 979,890

Fotal 1,141,576 137,795,610
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Import Data Smart Phones (Importer Wise)

Importer Name Qty i Amt
FUTURE TECH q 31 i 30,540
BLUE BELLS ELECTRONICS 100 124,082
APPLE HOUSE n .
IWORLD 100 ; 122,797
10T TRADERS (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED - -
DB LINK (PRIVATE) LMITED . 5
INTRO TECHNOLOGY - -
M/s CELL CO 5,060 1,280,128
SELECTO RETAIL 211 262,772
NEXTWAVE DISTRIBUTION (PRIVATE) LIMITED - -
SKY LINK TECHNOLOGIES - 120 148,275
M/S AS TRADING - -
SKLINKER - -
10T TRADERS (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED | . -
M/S BK TRADERS - -
ROCKERS TRADING - -
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LTD 200 230,890
M/S NEXALINK 210 259,734
SMART FLOW (PRIVATE) LIMITED = I
SMART SOLUTIONS - -
AL NAFEESA ENTERPRISES - -
GNEXT SERVICES (PRIVATE) LIMITED 37 33,360
GNEXT SOLUTIONS (PRIVATE) LIMITED - -
GNEXT TECHNOLOGIES [PRIVATE) LIMITED 3,179 3,772,906
SAHAA TRADERS - -
ACTION MOBILE i - -
MOBCARRY [PRIVATE) LIMITED - -
MICROTEL TRADING 1,178 900,236
SHOPME T 3,305 p 1,009,368
DERIMOD ENTERPRISES - -
MOBO MOBILE (PVT.) LIMITED - -
SMART TECHNOLOGIES i 150 186,360
LEADING EDGE PAKISTAN (PRIVATE] LIMITED 1,107 1,254,180
WAGAS MOBILES i R o0 i &
MYSHA ENTERPRISES z z
NAYYAR ENTERPRISES > s
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED ] i i 895 1,108,595
M/5. C RIGHT MOBILE - -
TRADE BATCH INTERNATIONAL h - i - -
MY REHMANI TRADERS 866 232,742
GREEN ENTERPRISES - -
CORETECH 520 : 656,090
CORETRIX [PRIVATE] LIMITED 350 422,260
SR G COMMUNTCATON — E a2 : i e
USRA COMMUNICATION - -
PICK N SAVE 6,464 1,921,566
EUROTEL TRADING - ~ar7a 580,716
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS - -
HEAVEN TECHNOLOGIES N | 71,069 1,372,598
GOLDEN TECHNOLOGICS - -
MMT RAPID (PRIVATE] LIMITED -
S TEI G T - i Tt 884
UNITED TRADERS - -
TINSUNG INTERNATIONAL - -
BELLCO TRADING COMPANY (PRIVATE] LIMITED : i
M/S BK TRADERS - -
SWIFT BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD -— . ; -
SICCOTEL TELECOM [PRIVA TE) LIMITED . .
SICCOTELTRADING J HMD 7 - ) -
'G' FIVE MOBILE [PRIVATE) LIMITED GFIVE - -
INFOCOM GADGETS (PRIVATE] LIMITED CALME - -
PICK N SAVE - - A B 1 GOOGLE R ™ 6,999 541,306
INTRO TECHNOLOGY GOOGLE v 2
FOCAL INTERNATIONAL ey | GOOGLE B . .
SKLINKER GOOGLE & E
M/S CELL CO r I GOOGLE o g 5,519 i 418,984
ACTION MOBILE GOOGLE i -
MY REHMANI TRADERS M GOOGLE 200 6,512
M'{: ASTRADING GOOGLE
CORETECH GOOGLE
DB LINK {PRIVATE) LIMITED.. . - GOOGLE z i
SAHAA TRADERS GOOGLE
EUROTEL TRADING. = — GOOGLE - J -
M'K BK.TRADERS GOOGLE
MICROTEL TRADING. GOOGLE
SHOPME- - — — GOOGLE- 4,841 420,643
SICCOTELTRADING. GOOGLE 70 :;‘2'.
5.A.0 COMMUNICATION GOOGLE . ,
SMART TECHNOLOGIES r = & ____GOOGLE _ - -
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS. r_ St 1 — GOOGLE - -
SMART SOLUTIONS. A i ___ GOOGLE i -
POLE COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED HELLO TECH - -
| EXPERT TECH SOLUTIONS BLACKVIEW i P
SEGO 20,000 880,000
AS TELECOM (PRIVATE) LIMITED ALLCALL - -
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED. . . r _D.CODE. 4,000 237,800
PREMIER CODE (PRIVATE) LIMITED — __DCODE 5,010 : 201,271
SWIET BIZ SOLUTIONS PVT LTD. — ___DIGITAG - ; -
PICK N SAVE DIGNO . =
ALPHA ENETWORK {(PRIVATE) LIMITED. — M-HORSE = =
SICCOTEL TELECOM [PRIVATE) LIMITED = MEIZU . z -
ETEL - -
GOLDEN TECHNOLOGICS L HONOR 2,000 369,014
INOVI TECHNOLOGIES. S _HONOR .
INOVI TELECOM (PVT .} LIMITED INFINIX 20,500 3,557 863
(ZENITH ENTERPRISE INFINIX 423 141,675
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX - -
SICCOTEL TRADING INFINIX z 7
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED INFINIX B <
MOBICELL (PRIVATE) LIMITED INFINIX s ,
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED =p INFINIX . 108,500 8,636,187
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION LT E = ITEL -
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL . }
INOVI TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL - -
ADVANCE TELECOM (PVT.) LIMITED ITEL 2 160
[ENERCOM TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL 80,000 3,938,781
TECNO PACK ELECTRONICS [PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL & -
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED ITEL i i
ATICON (PRIVATE)LIMITED ______ Y OUKITEL 212 i 21,200
SKYLINES INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATES DUKITEL i i
UNITED COMMUNICATION (PVT.) LIMITED NEXEL 3,000 : 116,600
YOUNG TECH (PRIVATE} LIMITED = __KXD - : -
ACTION MOBILE MOTOROLA F E
5.A.Q COMMUNICATION MOTOROLA . "
M/S BK TRADERS MOTOROLA . -
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS MOTOROLA x s
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA . -
SMART TECHNOLOGIES MOTOROLA . £
PICK N SAVE MOTOROLA 27 1,895
SKUNKER . | MOTOROLA - 2
FORTLINE (PRIVATE) LIMITED MOTOROLA - -
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‘Trusted Security Solutions for ;
Islamabad & Across Pakistan

— Professional | Reliable | Disciplined —
_ T

v/ Armed & Unarmed Security Guards
Corporate & Commercial Security
Residential & Society Security
Event Security Management
VIP / Executive Protection

CCTV Monitoring & Surveillance

Suite No. 103, 1t Floor, Victoria Heights, Service Road, Sohan, Islamabad
+92-51-2612089 M skh.isbregion@gmail.com

www.skhsecurityservices.com @ www.skhsecurityservices.com
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5. France
6. Japan $3,017 billion
7. Luxembourg [N $2,935 billion
8. Italy | $2,604 billion
9. Netherlands | $2,347 billion
10. Spain | $2,278 billion
61. Pakistan | $52.43 billion

Pakistan's foreign debt compared with
the highest debtors

$15,950 billion
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