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Editor’s
Note
Ruling party’s 
members 
lament load-
shedding 
amid intense 
temperatures

It is not the first time in Pakistan history, the people have faced 
immense load-shedding like the previous years in the summer and 
continued to suffer from long-hour power outages amid sweltering 
weather as the country’s electricity shortfall has reached 6,500 
megawatts. This shortfall is despite of  the fact that Pakistan is having 
the capacity to generate electricity up to 29,000 MW. The shortfall is 
primarily due to a decrease in the supply of  RLNG to powerhouses.

The people of  three provinces, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh, and 
Balochistan faced load-shedding of  up to 20 hours as the mercury 
remained in the range of  41 to 46 degree Celsius. As the country is 
going through the hottest time of  the year, with certain cities in Punjab 
and Sindh making the list for the highest temperature recorded in 
2021, the government has added to the public discomfort from heat 
by failure to address the problem of  load-shedding. Load-shedding 
has been a popular cry for political parties including Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) that were criticised by the Pakistan Tehreek-
i-Insaaf  (PTI) over this issue. 

Yet load-shedding is not a minor inconvenience to be put aside so 
easily. When people in the country are suffering health risks from heat-
wave, houses are burnt down due to the use of  candles, and factories 
are shut to a halt, load-shedding can devastate a country.

Fortunately, even members of  the ruling party seem to recognise 
gravity of  the load-shedding issue. Four members of  the PTI from KP 
fixed responsibility on the Minister for Energy Hammad Azhar for the 
“shortage of  transformers and other electrical equipment resulting in 
load-shedding in KP, causing grave concern among the public.”

The MNAs from Peshawar also lambasted the government for 
not taking beforehand measures against load-shedding but increasing 
power tariff  and creating a situation where people are paying high for 
electricity which was not available to them. 

Even the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) 
took serious notice of  the excessive load-shedding and sought 
explanation from the power distribution companies (Discos), including 
K-Electric.

Sources in the Power Division said a few thermal plants could not be 
operated despite peak demand on account of  gas shortage occasioned 
by cancellation of  an LNG vessel by Pakistan LNG Limited at the last 
moment due to higher price, and had a bearing of  about 150mmcfd 
(million cubic feet per day) in the system.

As a result, a number of  gas-fired plants, including Muzaffargarh, 
Faisalabad, Orient, Saif, Halmore, and Altern Power, did not get the 
gas supply and they remained mostly out of  the grid, while three mega 
LNG-based plants — Haveli Bahadur Shah, Balloki, and Bhikki — 
besides Kapco and Fauji Kabirwala had to be operated at a significantly 
lower capacity.
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Letters to the
EDITOR
Commodity route helping increase 
economic activities in poor areas
The northern route of China–Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), through Balochistan and DI Khan, will have multiple 
benefits for Pakistan. Besides a dual north-south route, 
the western route is also little exposed to floodings hence 
available to yield economic benefits throughout the year. It 
passes through poor areas as such it is sure to help increase 
economic activities in this entire region.
While purchasing land for the western route, the government 
should also consider purchasing additional land for a new 
rail route, a new oil and gas pipeline route and, an electricity 
transmission route.
Maybe the government will not be able to construct these 
commodity transportation facilities now. But with land and 
route already selected and bought, the government can easily 
find private investors or institutional investors for these 
projects in the near future.

Shahryar Khan Baseer, Peshawar

No quality milk checking system in 
Pakistan
The Prime Minister of Pakistan has admitted that adulterated 
milk is being sold in Pakistan playing havoc with the lives 
of children.
According to a report, 200 million litres of milk is sold every 
day is affecting 87 percent of the population. Thanks to the 
absence of a quality checking system for milk in Pakistan.
The provincial and federal governments did nothing to 
protect the life of the common man. Our religion strongly 
condemns adulteration but our country has failed to deal 
with this menace. There is a dire need to give serious thought 
to curb adulteration and ensure the supply of pure milk to 
people. It is a test case for the PTI government so it must 
take effective steps.
Food adulteration is a global concern and developing 
countries are at a high risk associated with it due to the 
absence of monitoring and policies. However, this is one of 
the most common phenomena that has been overlooked in 
many countries. Unfortunately, in contrast to common belief, 
milk adulterants can pose serious health hazards leading to 
fatal diseases.

Shakir H Shamim, Islamabad

Ignored hydropower 
We have miserably failed to exploit fully the vast natural 
hydropower potential of our land over the past more than 
seven decades. This is unpardonable and all the successive 
governments and leaders are responsible for their inaction 
and lack of foresight in this behalf which had deprived the 
nation of much-needed inexpensive clean energy and water 
storage capacity.
If decisions of national importance are not taken in time, the 
nation has to pay a heavy price, as we are doing today. Out of 
over 60,000MW potential, only 15 percent has been tapped.
We failed to build large and medium-sized hydropower 
projects when their construction cost was much less and 
funding by the World Bank and other international donors at 
the lowest interest rates as well as with soft loans, were also 
available.
We are in a habit of politicizing national projects of great 
importance. The Kalabagh Dam project is the perfect 
example. Had it been built 30 years ago, much of our water 
and power problems would have been solved by now.
The total cost of the project, at that time, was only $2.5 billion 
which was to be fully funded by the World Bank. Now the 
cost stands at over $15 billion.
A dam downstream of Tarbela is also important as a 

replacement when Tarbela gets stilted up. The fate of the 
Diamer-Bhasha dam hangs in the balance due to lack of 
financing.
The United States developed all its hydro potential a long 
time ago by keeping it in top priority. We have failed to learn 
from the others. Will our politicians and leaders be ever held 
accountable for not taking the right decisions at right time?

Riaz Bhutta, Lahore

Internet scarcity 
Turbat is the second major city after Quetta in Balochistan, 
but still, people in this part are facing hardships on account of 
the non-availability of the 4G network facility. In this modern 
era, the internet is indispensable to improve the quality 
of life and avail the benefits the world is having in every 
sphere by the Internet. Apart from it, a number of subsidiary 
advantages are also attached to it. It allows the people to 
learn new things and explore new ideas. However, concerned 
authorities still appear unable to find out how to overcome 
the problem internet in Turbat. In this sorry state of affairs, 
people are constrained to have connections with PTCL but 
its network is limited and expensive. Now during the Corona 
pandemic when all educational institutions remained closed, 
Federal Minister Shafqat Mehmood has announced that 
examinations will be held for the intermediate students to 
promote to the next grade. Iif 4G facility had been available 
to them they would me their steps with others by studying 
online. The authorities must realize that in the world today 
internet has become part of the parcel of human life as such 
they must attend to the need of making this facility available 
to the people of Turbat also.

Atiqa Karim, Turbat

Regulating inflation
Pakistan is faced with ever-increasing inflation with 
hikes in the prices of food and vegetables. First, it was 
wheat, flour than sugar, milk and now it is chicken. On 
a close look,  it was found out that the increased cost of 
these items was due to illegal collusion and increased 
profitability of a few suppliers in the supply chain who 
created “Whatsapp monopoly groups” and jacked up 
the price of the commodity with covert understanding 
and without any competition. These incidents shed 
light on the fact, how dangerous it is for the poor nation 
when a few rich people can increase inflation across the 
country. As a solution food items used for calculating the 
inflation should all be regulated. The government should 
announce a fixed percentage as profit for shopkeepers 
and distributors for the regulated food items. No tax 
should be charged for dealing in these items but it would 
be mandatory to maintain records of purchase and sale of 
the items for 30 days. If a citizen reports any shopkeeper 
selling the regulated food item at a high price, the local 
DC should check the supply chain by checking the 
record, to find out where the increase in price above the 
allowed limits was made and take appropriate action. 
Similarly, due to the small number of local industrial 
competitors, it is easier for same industry companies 
to create monopolies in their field through industrial 
associations. Therefore such associations should be 
linked to at least one Government organization and one 
member of the provincial business association among 
its members who would rotate annually so that an eye 
could be kept on cartelization in the industry.

Shahryar Khan Baseer, Peshawar

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com
We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,
we are publishing only few selected letters. 



T
he High Court of  the British Virgin Is-
lands (BVI) has set aside the earlier passed 
verdict in the Reko Diq case wherein PIA 
hotels in Paris, France, and Manhattan, 

the USA  were frozen as the country was held li-
able to pay out a whopping $6 billion to Tethyan 
Copper Company (TCC), and released PIA assets 
registered by BVS company.

The BVI High Court of  Justice on May 25 ruled 
in favour of  Pakistan which had moved a review 
appeal against the November 2020 verdict wherein 
the TCC had won an award of  $6 billion, about the 
size of  IMF’s bailout package to Pakistan, against 
Pakistan and asked the court to freeze its assets reg-
istered in BVS limits.

BVS then had frozen the assets of  PIA, Hotel 
Scribe Paris, and The Roosevelt Hotel (Manhattan). 
Now a review petition filed by the Pakistani litiga-
tion team has won the PIA assets back as the freez-
ing verdict has been nullified.

Moreover, the High Court has further ruled the 
litigation expenses incurred by the country in the re-
view appeal will also be recompensed by the TCC.

Following the historic legal victory, Pakistan 
International Airlines has retrieved the ownership 
of  its hotels in America and France in addition to 
other properties. 

Attorney General of  Pakistan office said judg-
ment is a “Great legal victory for PIA and Paki-
stan.”

“A short while ago judgment was announced by 
British Virgin Island High Court was a great legal 
victory for PIA and Pakistan. The order was passed 
earlier on the request of  TCC which was seeking 
enforcement of  the Reko Diq award. All orders 
passed against PIA earlier are now recalled by the 
Court. Receiver removed from Roosevelt Hotel 
New York, and Scribe Hotel, Paris. Cost of  litiga-
tion also awarded,” said a statement issued by the 
AGP office.

Additional Attorney General for Pakistan and 
International Disputes Unit head Ahmed Irfan rep-
resented Pakistan before the BVI court. The PIA 
engaged its own legal team in the case. Similarly, 
all offshore companies, two registered PIA hotels, 
hired their own counsel.

Prime Minister Imran Khan has appreciated the 
efforts of  the International Disputes Unit and the 
office of  the Attorney General.

Earlier this year, the legal team of  Tethyan 
Copper, a gold and copper exploration company 
involved in Balochistan to develop the Reko Diq 
mine, visited Islamabad to settle the billion-dollar 
dispute with the government of  Pakistan.

According to Civil Aviation Authority, the of-
fice of  the Attorney General had requested a travel 
permit for the team from February 9 to 15. Follow-
ing the AG office’s request, the team was allowed to 
visit the country.

In 2013, the Supreme Court, in a long-running 
dispute between the Balochistan government and 
the TCC— a joint venture between Chile’s Antofa-
gasta and Canada’s Barrick Gold— over the right 
to develop a $3.3 billion copper-gold deposit, ruled 
against the latter, citing imbalanced stakes.

According to the original agreement signed in 
1993, Balochistan was to hold a 25 percent stake 
in the project, while the rest of  75 percent with the 
Tethyan.

Subsequently, in July 2019, a World Bank arbi-
tration court ordered the government to pay dam-
ages to the tune of   $5.8 billion to the Tethyan.

Since then, the Pakistani government has been 
negotiating with the Tethyan to settle the dispute. 
“We have been engaged in negotiations with parties 
involved in the Reko Diq dispute,” said an official 
who was part of  the team handling negotiations, 
without providing further details.

The parties have been in talks for an extended 
period since Tethyan in 2018 expressed willingness 
to explore a negotiated settlement, Reuters quoted 
a second official as saying in 2019.

Reko Diq, located in Pakistan’s southwestern 
province of  Balochistan, is one of  the world’s big-
gest untapped copper and gold deposits. Develop-
ment of  the asset has been stalled for nearly a de-

cade by the long-running dispute.
Following the World Bank’s International Cen-

tre for Settlement of  Investment Disputes order, 
Tethyan board chair William Hayes had said in a 
statement the company was still “willing to strike 
a deal with Pakistan,” but “it would continue pro-
tecting its commercial and legal interests until the 
dispute was over.”

It is pertaining to mention here that the TCC is a 
50-50 joint venture of  Barrick Gold Corporation of  
Australia and Antofagasta PLC of  Chile. The Reko 
Diq in the southwest of  
Balochistan known for its 
mineral wealth including 
gold and copper.

The ICSID tribunal 
had taken up the dispute 
between Pakistan and the 
TCC after the latter claimed 
$8.5bn when the mining 
authority of  Balochistan 
rejected its application for 
a mining lease in 2011.

The project stalled in November 2011 after the 
application was rejected. Pakistani officials said the 
mining lease was terminated by the government be-
cause it was secured in a non-transparent manner.

The company had invested $220 million in 
Reko Diq. The mining company sought help from 
the World Bank arbitration tribunal in 2012 and the 
tribunal ruled against Pakistan in 2017, rejecting an 

earlier decision of  the Supreme Court.
The tribunal opted to use a formula for calcu-

lating damages for the cancelled lease by assuming 
profits Tethyan might have earned from the mine 
over 56 years. In July 2019, the tribunal slapped 
a $5.97 billion award against Pakistan for denying 
the mining lease to the company.

The fine, including the damages award and in-
terest, is equal to about two percent of  Pakistan’s 
GDP and roughly the size of  the current bailout 
package by the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF).
The TCC commenced 

proceedings for the en-
forcement of  the award. In 
November 2019, Pakistan 
had challenged the award 
and initiated proceedings 
seeking its annulment.

In March 2020, the 
AGP office announced 
that it had filed a request 
on November 8, 2019, for 

the annulment of  the award rendered by the ICSID 
on July 12, 2019.

Pakistan had also requested a pro visional stay 
on the enforcement of  the award issued against the 
country on November 18, 2019 which was granted 
in April last year. On September 16, 2020, the tri-
bunal finally ruled in favour of  Pakistan, confirm-
ing the stay on the enforcement of  the award. n
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Following the historic legal victory, Pakistan International 
Airlines has retrieved the ownership of its hotels in America 
and France in addition to other properties. Additional Attorney 
General for Pakistan and International Disputes Unit head 
Ahmed Irfan represented Pakistan before the BVI Court

‘Great victory’ as 
British Virgin Island 
court withdraws 
orders to freeze PIA 
assets in Reko Diq case

Moreover, the high court has 
further ruled that the 

litigation expenses incurred 
by the country in the review 

appeal will also be 
recompensed by the TCC



R
ashakai Prioritized Special Economic 
Zone (RPSEZ), a game-changer project 
being established on 1,000 acres of  land, 
has the potential to attract US$ 4 billion 

direct foreign investment (DFI) which will generate 
over 200,000 jobs during the next three years.

The Zone will serve as a trade gateway for the 
promotion of  industrialization and economic devel-
opment of  Pakistan. Located at the most strategic 
site of  Islamabad-Peshawar Motorway in Nowshera 
district with major international markets of  Central 
Asia, Afghanistan, CARs, China, and SAARC in its 
close proximity, RPSEZ is an emerging business hub.

It will bolster industrialization, promote Small 
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), construction, 
pharmaceutical, food, and marble industries in addi-
tion to increasing the trade volume between Pakistan 
and the aforementioned countries.

“Following its successful commercial launch by 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, the industrialization 
process at Khyber Pakthoon’s first RPSEZ under 
CPEC Phase-II, has been formally started in large-
scale where a US $ 4 billion DFI is expected besides 
generation of  over 200,000 jobs during next three 
years,” said Javed Khattak, Project Director, KP 
Economic Zone Development and Management 
Company (KPEZDMC) while talking to APP.

He said the DFI has been diverted to Pakistan un-
der the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), 
a major component of  China’s One Belt, One Road 
(OBOR) initiative, which has entered the advanced 
phase of  industrialization after signing the landmark 
RPSEZ development agreement between Pakistan 
and China on September 14, 2020. It has paved the 
way for large-scale industrialization and construction 
activities at the project site by domestic, Chinese, and 
overseas companies owned by Pakistanis.

“China’s Century Steel Mills with an investment 
of  $366 million and set up on 40 acres, has started 
construction work at RPSEZ after importing ma-
chinery and equipment. All necessary incentives are 
being also provided to domestic and foreign investors 
through one window operation removing all bottle-
necks”, said Chief  Executive Officer KPEZDMC. 

He said companies and firms investing in the 
mega CPEC project have been exempted from In-
come Tax for 10 years and custom duties on the 
import of  machinery. The CEO said about 2,000 
applications from domestic and foreign companies 
and firms have been received, including 32 reputa-
ble Chinese and 25 Pakistanis companies, for in-
vestment at RPSEZ where construction activities 

for the establishment of  industrial units have been 
started at large scale. “Foreign investors from broth-
erly countries of  Turkey, Middle East, and Pakistani 
origin Canadians and others have shown interest to 
put their money in RPSEZ, he said. Following the 
official announcement of  CPEC, he said around 37 
zones were proposed as Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs) for all provinces of  Pakistan. Out of  which 
establishment of  nine SEZs have been prioritized 
including RPSEZ, Dhabeji, Bostan Industrial Zone, 
Allama Iqbal Industrial City Faisalabad, ICT Model 
Industrial Zone Islamabad, Industrial Park Pakistan 
Steel Mills Port Qasim, Mirpur Industrial Zone AJK, 
Mohmand Marble City, and Moqpondass in Gilg-
it-Baltistan. However, RPSEZ is holding a unique 
competitive advantage due to its close proximity to 
the first juncture of  the CPEC route, close location 
with Peshawar Airport, Islamabad, and ML-I be-
sides a significant resource and manufacturing base, 
making it an attractive destination for domestic and 
international investors to capture local and interna-
tional markets for capital gains.

Work on the project was initiated after the Mem-
orandum of Understandings (MoUs) were inked 
during KP-China Roadshow in April 2017. After 
long deliberations, KP Government had signed the 
Concessional Agreement with CRBC to develop 
RPSEZ during the historic visit of  Prime Minister 
Imran Khan to China where he attended the Second 
Belt and Road Forum (SBRF) and Beijing Interna-
tional Horticulture Exhibition (BIHE) 2019.

RPSEZ was awarded SEZ status on August 6, 
2019, and its Concessional Agreement signed in 
April 2019. The agreements provided a comprehen-
sive roadmap for the establishment of  RPSEZ while 
holding federal and provincial governments, besides 
developers, jointly responsible for its timely develop-
ment and completion meeting the international stan-

dards. Javed Khattak said the project’s commercial 
launch was scheduled on November 18 last but was 
postponed due to a spike in COVID-19 cases. It is 
a three-year project to be developed on 1,000 acres 
in three different phases. The total area designated 
for industrial use was 702 acres and as per Federal 
SEZ Areas Regulations, of  which 159 acres would 
be developed in Phase I, 279 acres in Phase II, and 
264 acres in Phase III besides 76 acres land for com-
mercial use. In the first phase, industries related to 
food processing, textile garments, home building 
materials, general merchandise, electronics, mines 
and minerals, electrical appliances, automobile, and 
mechanical equipment would be set up and more in-
dustries to be included in later stages. 

“All essential services including roads, water, and 
electricity have been provided while work on the gas 
project is in full swing”, he said.

Former President, Sarhad Chamber of  Com-
merce and Industry (SCCI) Faud Ishaq said RPSEZ 
was a landmark project to promote foods, steels, 
pharmaceuticals, and marble industries besides 
SMEs. He said the KP’s investors spend more than 
other provinces on cargo services due to a long-dis-
tance from the Karachi seaport. Now they would be 
largely benefited from RPSEZ and other such proj-
ects to capture domestic and international markets 
for capital profit. Former Chairman, Economics De-
partment,  University of  Peshawar, Prof  Dr. Zilakat 
Malik said there was a large scope to increase the vol-
ume of  trade between Pakistan and the said states.

He said RPSEZ would serve as a trade gateway 
for KP after commencement of  the full-fledged oper-
ation of  Gwadar the sea port, construction of  ML-
I, and Khyber Pass Economic Highway Corridor 
(KPEHC).  He said most of  the modern SEZs in de-
veloped countries are equipped with advanced tech-
nologies like robots, artificial intelligence, and 3D 
printing, adding, special courses in KP polytechnic 
educational institutes would be introduced to take 
full advantage of  SEZs.

Karim Khan, Special Assistant to Chief  Minister 
KP for Industries said KP was blessed with plenty 
of  natural resources including fruits, leather, mar-
ble, gems, textile, sports, arms manufacturing, gem-
stones, livestock, dairy, fish farming, furniture wood, 
carpets, pharmaceuticals, transport, engineering, and 
food sectors and if  these processing plants would be 
established on quality standards, it would significant-
ly enhance the country’s exports besides, increasing 
volume of  trade among Pakistan, Afghanistan, Gulf, 
and other countries. n

The Zone will serve as a trade gateway for the promotion of industrialization and economic 
development of Pakistan. Located at the most strategic site of Islamabad-Peshawar Motorway in 
Nowshera district with major international markets of Central Asia, Afghanistan, CARs, China, 
and SAARC in its close proximity, RPSEZ is an emerging business hub

Rashakai Prioritized Special Economic 
Zone to attract US$ 4 billion DFI

The decisions have sparked 
pushback on social media 

from vaccine sceptics, with 
hashtags such as “No to 

compulsory vaccination” and 
“My body, my choice” 

gaining traction
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A
mazon’s decision to add Pakistan to its 
sellers’ registered countries list is a huge 
economic success for the country. How-
ever, in order to fully benefit from Am-

azon’s esteemed economic platform, local sellers 
need to ensure top-notch service.

A major boost has been provided to the business 
community in Pakistan by the announcement from 
Amazon’s Eric Broussard that Pakistani sellers can 
now sell their products across the globe through 
his company’s platform. Razak Dawood, Adviser 
to Prime Minister for Commerce and Investment, 
declared it a ‘big accomplishment.’

Founded in 1996, Amazon has emerged as the 
leading e-commerce facility across the world offer-
ing a wide range of  services. Pakistani officials, es-
pecially those based in the United States, have been 
pursuing this task for over a year and their efforts 
have finally been rewarded.

In terms of  Pakistan’s economic progress, this 
is a huge development. For years, Pakistan has 
struggled with low export volumes and lost share 
to its regional competitors in the global markets. 
One major obstacle has been the lack of  access 
to global markets for local producers. Many local 
businessmen resorted to using Amazon through a 
third party or through overseas offices which were 
not cost-effective.

With this development, young entrepreneurs 
and small and medium-sized enterprises across the 
country can also avail of  the benefits offered by the 
platform which will widen and diversify Pakistan’s 
export basket. This will not only enhance their rev-
enues but also help the government improve the 
macroeconomic outlook of  the country.

One of  the major reasons behind achieving this 
status has to be the potential of  Pakistan’s e-com-
merce industry which has grown rapidly in the last 
few years. Earlier this year, the data released by the 
Ministry of  Commerce showed a 35 percent growth 
of  e-commerce market size in the first quarter of  
the present fiscal year as compared to the previous 
corresponding period.

Rising costs of  doing business had pushed Pa-
kistani traders against the wall. The emergence 
of  e-commerce platforms in the country provided 
them a way out by lowering their cost of  doing busi-
ness and increasing their market accessibility.

In addition, many online-based businesses have 
been able to expand their operations on the back of  
impressive sales. For such businesses, scaling up is 
also more economical as they do not have to pur-
chase and maintain physical shops and hire people 
to run their business.

For a country of  220 million with a growing 
youth population and middle class, affordability is 
obviously going to play a major role. Both sellers 
and buyers look to minimize their costs and online 
platforms offer both these players certain advantag-
es. Buyers have a wide variety to choose their de-
sired product without troubling themselves to travel 
from one shop to another.

On the other hand, online shopping provides 
sellers useful information regarding consumers by 
way of  their contact details and preferences to tar-
get them specifically through marketing campaigns. 
Accurately assessing consumer preferences helps 
sellers in maximising their profits.

Challenges ahead:
Now that Pakistani sellers are eligible to be list-

ed on Amazon, their operations are likely to expand 
but they need to pay much more attention to mar-
keting and distribution because they will be com-
peting against sellers from all over the world. This 
will be a huge challenge for new entrants against 
the already established businesses.

Another crucial thing to look out for is quality 
management. Pakistan exporters in the past have 
faced criticism and even suspension due to the rec-
ommended quality of  their delivered orders. Unlike 
local platforms, Amazon has a strong compliance 
mechanism for sellers and the products are returned 
if  they do not meet the expectations of  the custom-
ers.

Joint Secretary Commerce, Ayesha Humaira 
warned that products will be returned in case of  

complaints and sellers may also get blocked from 
Amazon if  they do not ensure quality.

Amazon has a comprehensive code of  conduct 
for the sellers to follow. It strongly opposes unfair 
practices that include, providing misleading or in-
appropriate information, artificially inflating web 
traffic, attempting to damage another seller’s rat-
ings, and attempting to increase the price of  the 
product after its order is confirmed. Violation can 

also result in the suspension of  payments.
A beneficial venture for Pakistan:
Due to its strict mechanism, Amazon is regard-

ed as a very trustworthy platform for buyers. A sur-
vey of  5400 Americans in 2018 revealed that Ama-

zon is the most trusted institution for Democrats in 
the country. Amazon had a better perception than 
courts, philanthropy work, and universities.

Pakistani online shopping platforms unfortu-
nately do not enjoy such a reputation. There have 
been regular complaints against their services and 
they often remain unaddressed.

Another advantage of  Amazon’s entry into Pa-
kistan will be the rise in competition which will 
force local platforms to improve their quality con-
trol mechanism. Moreover, the present online sell-
ers looking to benefit from Amazon’s worldwide 
reach would have already been encouraged to im-
prove their services and quality of  products.

To be eligible to trade via Amazon in Pakistan 
is indeed a promising development that will have 
multiple benefits. The platform can help generate 
economic opportunities in the country and improve 
the lifestyle of  the people. During these uncertain 
times, innovative solutions have been badly re-
quired.

Amazon has stood up and helped many busi-
nesses remain afloat in the pandemic stricken time. 
It has also helped consumers under lockdown to 
cover their essential needs. This year’s first-quarter 
results released by Amazon show an increase of  44 
percent in net sales compared to the first quarter in 
2020.

The Government of  Pakistan deserves credit for 
providing a much-needed opportunity to the local 
businessmen and now the next target should be to 
enhance the market share of  Pakistani products in 
international markets. n
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A major boost has been provided to the business community in 
Pakistan by the announcement from Amazon’s Eric Broussard 
that Pakistani sellers can now sell their products across the 
globe through his company’s platform. Razak Dawood, Adviser 
to Prime Minister for Commerce and Investment, declared it a 
‘big accomplishment’

Can Amazon’s 
entry really benefit 
Pakistani sellers?

In terms of Pakistan’s 
economic progress, this is a 

huge development. For years, 
Pakistan has struggled with 
low export volumes and lost 
share to its regional competi-

tors in the global markets. One 
major obstacle has been the 
lack of access to global mar-
kets for the local producers





W
orld Telecommunication & Infor-
mation Society (WTIS) Day is cele-
brated on May 17 and the theme for 
this year was– “Accelerating Digital 

Transformation in challenging times” which holds 
special significance for the world and Pakistan. 
Digital transformation is opening up the doors of  
opportunities to increase economic growth, reduce 
inequality and promote financial inclusion.

Regarding this year’s theme, Chairman PTA 
(Major General (R) Amir Azeem Bajwa in his mes-
sage on World Telecommunication & Information 
Society Day said I feel happy to mention that the 
PTA has been making utmost efforts along with oth-
er stakeholders and the telecom industry to increase 
the availability of  quality digital services across the 
sectors during the pandemic. the PTA is continu-
ously pursuing the government’s goal of  uplifting all 
segments of  the society through modern day Infor-
mation & Communication Technologies (ICTs).

Pakistan’s telecom sector has become a role mod-
el for other sectors in reshaping the economic destiny 
of  the people and for continued support towards the 
digital transformation of  Pakistan, as envisioned by 
the present leadership of  the country.

The pace of  digital transformation has been ac-
celerated with COVID-19. As the world adjusts to 
the new normal the focus of  the telecom sector has 
also shifted from accessibility and availability to 
resilience, continuity, quality, and affordability. Ac-
cordingly, regulators across the globe are revisiting 
their regulatory approaches while working hand-in-
hand with international tele-communities and health 
organizations to ensure safe, secure, reliable, fast, af-
fordable, and modern telecom services.

For this purpose, the PTA is emphasizing the 
growth, usage penetration, and quality of  broadband 
services to every nook and corner of  the country. 
There are now over 100 million broadband subscrib-
ers in Pakistan with total teledensity at 85percent, 
over 181 million mobile subscribers, and 2.4 million 
fixed-line subscribers. As much as 88percent of  Pa-
kistan has access to internet/broadband services at 
one of  the lowest rates in the region. Also, the PTA is 
committed to continuing its efforts to maintain sup-
port for consumers and businesses and to ensure that 
networks remain resilient and quality telecommuni-
cation services are available to all, especially in this 
difficult time of  the pandemic. The PTA remains at 
the forefront of  the digital revolution to facilitate and 
regulate the telecom and ICT infrastructure.

World Telecommunications Day celebrates the 
constant evolution of  one of  the most important 
factors of  our lives: communication. The main ob-
jective of  World Telecommunications Day (WTD) 
is to highlight the importance of  communication 
and how information travels across the world. It also 
aims to increase awareness of  how crucial communi-
cation is in our lives, and stimulate the development 
of  technologies in the field.

Learn about World Telecommunications Day:
The World Telecommunications Day is in tight 

connections with the International Telegraph Union 
(ITU), the committee formed in 1865 to support the 
emerging communication methods of the time. ITU 
was present throughout all the great breakthroughs 
in communication – the invention of the telephone 
in 1876, the launch of the first satellite in 1957, and, 
ultimately, the birth of the Internet in the 60s.

Even though The International Telegraph Union 
has since changed its name to International Tele-
communications Union, it still remains the most im-
portant entity in the field of communications, thus 
remaining in the spotlight at World Telecommunica-
tions Day. The purpose of World Telecommunica-
tions Day is to help increase awareness of the pos-
sibilities that technology brings. The focus is on the 
Internet and other information and communication 
technologies (ICT). The day is also marked for look-
ing at the different benefits ICT on economies and 
societies, as well as looking for ways to keep bridging 
the digital divide. 

Some interesting facts about telecommunica-
tions:

Before we delve deeper into the history of  this 
date and the different ways that you can celebrate 
World Telecommunications Day, let’s take a look at 
some fascinating telecommunications facts that are 
assured to surprise the readers.

The first text message that was ever sent was by 
Neil Papworth. It was a festive one as well, stating 
“Merry Christmas;” the first-ever VoIP, Voice over 
Internet Protocol, was made in December 1974; the 
most common use of  mobile phones is to check the 
time; telephone wires have been ranked based on 
how tasty mice find them, the tastier the telephone 
wire; the less likely it was used the Nokia tone for 
getting an SMS text message is actually Morse code 
for SMS; it took around one year to connect the first 
phone line between San Francisco and New York, 
and The telephone is the most profitable invention in 
the history of  the United States. 

History of World Telecommunications Day:
World Telecommunications Day has been cel-

ebrated every year since the 17th of  May in 1969. 
This date has been chosen because it is the same as 
when the International Telegraph Union was found-
ed. This happened when the first International Tele-
graph Convention was signed in Paris on the 17th of  
May 1865. The event was formally instituted in 1973 
in Malaga-Torremolinos, Spain, at the ITU Plenipo-
tentiary Conference. Even year, a topical theme is 
selected, and there are events that occur around the 
globe in order to celebrate World Telecommunica-
tions Day.

Because of  the increasing importance of  tele-
communications and information technology, par-
ticularly the Internet, it was recognized that the topic 
must be brought to the attention of  the public. Be-
cause of  this, the World Summit on the Information 
Society (WSIS) requested for the UN General As-
sembly in 2005 to declare the date of  May the 17th 
as World Information Society Day. It carried the 
objective that the importance of  these technologies 
was focused on as well as a number of  different 
related economic and social issues that the sum-
mit had raised. In March 2006, the UN General 
Assembly resolved that World Information Society 
Day would indeed happen annually on the 17th of  
May. Nevertheless, later in the same year, it was de-
termined in Antalya, Turkey, at the ITU Plenipo-
tentiary Conference that both celebrations would be 
combined as the World Telecommunication and In-
formation Society Day, which a lot of  people shorten 
to WTISD.  n
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Chairman PTA (Major General (R) Amir Azeem Bajwa in his message on World Telecommunication 
& Information Society Day said I feel happy to mention that the PTA has been making utmost 
efforts along with other stakeholders and the telecom industry to increase the availability of 
quality digital services across the sectors during the pandemic

Pakistan crosses over 181 million mobile 
and 100 million broadband users

There are now over 100 million 
broadband subscribers in

Pakistan with total teledensity 
at 85percent, over 181 million 
mobile subscribers, and 2.4 

million fixed-line subscribers. 
As much as 88percent of

Pakistan has access to internet/
broadband services at one of 
the lowest rates in the region



i
tel Pakistan has taken over the mobile phone 
arena with one after the other phenomenal tri-
umphs. Recently the A-Series, showing expo-
nential growth, has become a crazy favorite in 

the Pakistani mobile market, while the Vision series 
by itel has sparked interest by multiple phone com-
panies in the category.

itel has left people in shock and awe with a cra-
zy success streak in one series after the other and 
excels at making great quality smart and feature 
phones at affordable prices.

Being a young and energetic brand, it is only 
fitting for itel to collaborate with a like-minded or-
ganisation.

Established in 2013, Siccotel is a fast-growing 
tech company that manufactures smartphones and 
feature phones for various brands locally and has 
established a strong distribution network across the 
country in a short span of  time.

On this occasion, Mr. Usman Sultan, the CEO 
of  Siccotel spoke about his ambition to bring the 
latest technology to Pakistan and give local con-
sumers high-quality products at affordable prices.

The CEO said: “We are excited to partner with 
itel because it’s internationally the fastest growing 
brand that is offering great quality products in the 
market and is poised to grow in the times ahead. 
CEO itel Mr. Zeeshan Yousuf  has vast experience 
in the mobile phone industry and will surely take 
the company to even greater heights.” We are both 
young blood, and together our companies will grow 
at a fast pace for sure” he went on to add.

Speaking at the ceremony, CEO itel Zeeshan 
Yousuf  said: “itel Pakistan is a success story. Al-
humdulillah. We are our own competitors, since the 

growth pace we aspire to achieve month on month, 
is honestly unbelievable. Yet we make it happen, 
with the right teams and the right partners. It is so 
important to collaborate with teams that have the 
vision, paired with the passion to grow trifold. We 
are looking forward to expanding and celebrating 
massive success with Siccotel Technology.”

Both companies are geared up to bring the best 
global technology to Pakistan and improve accessi-
bility for the local consumers. n

The CEO said: “We are excited to partner with itel because 
it’s internationally the fastest growing brand which is offering 
great quality products in the market and is poised to grow in 
the times ahead. Mr. Zeeshan Yousuf has vast experience in 
the mobile phone industry and will surely take the company 
to even greater heights.

itel Pakistan – 
Speeding up success

On this occasion, Mr. Usman 
Sultan, the CEO of Siccotel 
spoke about his ambition to 

bring the latest technology to 
Pakistan and give local 
consumers high-quality 

products at affordable prices
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P
akistan: Jazz, Pakistan’s number one 4G 
operator, and the largest internet and 
broadband service provider, has collab-
orated with the Universal Service Fund 

(USF) to provide 4G services in Jacobabad, Shi-
karpur and Kashmore districts of  Sindh.

The contract was signed by Haaris Mahmood 
Chaudhary, CEO USF, and Aamir Ibrahim, CEO 
Jazz respectively.

Syed Aminul Haque, Federal Minister for In-
formation Technology and Telecommunication, 
Asad Umar, Federal Minister for Planning, De-
velopment, Reforms and Special Initiatives, and 
Mian Muhammad Somroo, Federal Minister for 
Privatisation graced the occasion with their pres-
ence.

CEO Jazz, Aamir Ibrahim said: “Jazz invested 
US$ 462 million during the last two years mainly 
to expand its 4G footprint in rural and semi-urban 
areas, and to bridge the digital divide all in collab-
oration with the Government of  Pakistan to mate-
rialise the #DigitalPakistan vision. Today, close to 
60 percent of  Pakistan’s population has access to 
Jazz’s 4G network. Through this contract, Jazz in 
collaboration with USF will equip over a million 
unserved residents of  the three districts with high-
speed mobile broadband, creating socioeconomic 
opportunities and uplifting lives.”

Addressing the ceremony, Syed Aminul Haque 

said the Ministry of  IT and Telecommunication 
has launched nine projects worth over Rs 8.48 bil-
lion in the last two years focusing on improvement 
of  network coverage and provision of  high-speed 
mobile broadband services in addition to a num-
ber of  optical fiber cable projects in Sindh.

The completion of  these projects will provide 
facilities to 17.7 million people in 19 districts of  
the province. Currently, 1,900 km of  optical fiber 
cable is being laid which will serve educational in-

stitutions, health centres, and businesses, allowing 
citizens to access high-speed internet.

While addressing the ceremony, Asad Umar 
and Muhammad Mian Soomro thanked Syed 
Aminul Haque for launching projects worth bil-
lions of  rupees for the province of  Sindh.

They said that Prime Minister’s Digital Paki-
stan vision stands for completing the process of  
digitalization and networking across the country 
and connect the nation to the digital world– be it 
the under-served areas of  Karachi or the interior 
rural areas of  Sindh. We give equal priority to all 
provinces.

Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary, CEO USF said: 
“Federal Minister of  IT and Telecommunication, 
Syed Aminul Haque has given special instructions 
to extend the benefits of  Information and Com-
munication Technologies (ICTs) to all corners of  
Pakistan regardless of  province, region, language 
or political affiliation. This project will benefit an 
unserved population of  1.09 million in 271 un-
served mauzas, thereby covering an unserved area 
of  3,996 sq. km. of  the three districts. The project 
will be completed within 12 months.”

Prior to the ceremony, Aamir Ibrahim visited 
Jazz’s franchise and the mobile market in Sukkur 
and met regional employees. He also used this op-
portunity to interact with local customers in a bid 
to gain further insight into their needs. n
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CEO Jazz, Aamir Ibrahim said Jazz invested US$ 462 million during the last two years mainly 
to expand its 4G footprint in rural and semi-urban areas and to bridge the digital divide; all 
in collaboration with the Government of Pakistan to materialise the #DigitalPakistan vision. 
Today, close to 60 percent of Pakistan’s population has access to Jazz’s 4G network

Jazz to provide 4G services to 
17.7 million people in 19 districts 

The completion of these 
projects will provide facilities 

to 17.7 million people in 19 
districts of the province. 

Currently, 1,900 km of optical 
fiber cable is being laid which 

will serve educational insti-
tutions, health centres, and 

businesses, allowing citizens 
to access high-speed internet





v
ivo has launched its new V21 Series in Pa-
kistan at a star-studded event recently. The 
vivo V21 is the latest addition to the long-
standing V-series smartphones, which is 

widely known for providing consumers with fash-
ion-forward, high-performance, and camera-fo-
cused devices at competitive prices.

The spectacular launch event was attended by 
vivo’s Brand Ambassadors, Fahad Mustafa and Ha-
nia Aamir, both considered as the youth icons in 
Pakistan – while the hosting was done by the talent-
ed actor, Azfar Rehman. The launch event included 
product keynote, KOL reviews and fun games for 
both the celebrities and the live audience – making 

it even more entertaining. 
The newly launched vivo V21 showcases a 

unique 44-Megapixel Optical Image Stabilization 
(OIS) front camera packed in a sleek and slim 
design, developed to deliver a mobile experience 
where advanced technology meets style. 

The front camera is equipped with a 44MP 
OIS Night Selfie System that includes innovative 
features like 44MP OIS Super Night Selfie, Selfie 
Spotlight, AI Night Portrait with AI Night Algo-
rithm to provide users with an ultimate night selfie 
experience.

On the rear, the 64MP OIS Night Camera de-
livers a superior night photography experience with 
features like OIS Super Night Mode, OIS Ultra-Sta-
ble Video, etc., and many other secondary features 
to handle wide-angle photography and more com-
plex shots like macro photography.

All the innovative features of  V21 harness the 
power, connectivity, and speed that can satisfy con-

temporary high-end smartphone users, who de-
mand exceptional device performance. The V21 is 
a unique package and an ideal companion for an ul-
tra-stable and smooth vlogging experience, through 
which users can create, capture and explore their 
surroundings and moments in any environment.

Optical Image Stabilization with outstanding 
night vision

The V21 features a unique 44MP front cam-
era that combines OIS with EIS (Electronic Image 
Stabilization) for ultra-stable shots, creating a soft-
ware-hardware synergy to capture clearer selfies 
and high-quality videos anytime, anywhere.

Capturing pristine night shots, action shots, and 

EVENT  |    FLARE REPORT

FACEBOOK.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL     |       TWITTER.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEPK         |         MAY 15  -  JUNE 15 ,  2021 

20

The front camera is equipped with a 44MP OIS Night Selfie System that includes innovative 
features like 44MP OIS Super Night Selfie, Selfie Spotlight, AI Night Portrait with AI Night 
Algorithm to provide users with an ultimate night selfie experience

vivo introduces V21 with 44MP 
OIS night selfie system – sleek 
design perfect shot

To improve the camera’s 
ability to capture light in low 

light scenarios, the Selfie 
Spotlight feature in the V21 

front camera uses two OLED 
spotlights located under the 

front panel, which can be 
turned on while taking photos 

and recording videos



4K videos, this front camera is designed to create a 
versatile imagery experience, even in environments 
where lighting is limited. As part of  the 44MP OIS 
Night Selfie System, the 44MP OIS Super Night 
selfie feature can significantly extend the exposure 
time in night scenes, thus increasing the amount of  
light intake, reducing noise, and making night-time 
selfies clearer and brighter.

Furthermore, the AI Night Portrait improves 
background brightness and night imaging effects by 
reducing noise in dark environments and enables 
better focus and clarity for faces, while the OIS sta-
bilizes the camera to enable greater light exposure. 
It uses a powerful AI Night Algorithm that intelli-
gently fixes details of  portrait pictures in extreme-
ly dark environments through AI brightening and 
AI noise reduction. To improve the camera’s abil-
ity to capture light in low light scenarios, the Sel-
fie Spotlight feature in the V21 front camera uses 
two OLED spotlights located under the front panel, 
which can be turned on while taking photos and 
recording videos. It simulates the professional fill 
light of  a photography studio to ensure that the sub-
ject is well-lit and can be seen clearly, even at night.

The smartphone comes with many other cre-
ative features such as an Eye Autofocus to capture 
subject’s eyes in real-time; Dual View Video, which 
records videos from both sides of  the smartphone; 
Double Exposure for premium art photos easily 
and quickly; and Child Face Beauty and Personal 
Facial Feature to help users let their creativity shine 
through.

7.29mm Ultra Slim AG Design smartphone 
speaks sophistication

V21 has a sleek, minimalist flat frame design in 
a 7.29mm thin body to meet customers’ demand 
for a sophisticated and stylish smartphone to match 
their lifestyle. vivo’s signature Dual-Tone Step De-
sign is an ingenious layered design that refrains 
from an otherwise bulky look and makes the rear 
camera lighter and simpler. The V21 sets a high 
standard for balancing advanced technology with a 
sleek outlook. 

The front of  the smartphone packs an E3 AMO-
LED Display with a 90Hz High Refresh Rate, 
which enables optimal screen brightness, contrast, 
colour vividness, blue light eye protection, and 
much more. The backside features a brand new AG 

Glass back with trendy colour themes inspired by 
nature — Arctic White, Sunset Dazzle and Dusk 
Blue.  

A collection of features designed to enhance 
all aspects of users’ smart lifestyles

The smartphone runs on an MTK Dimensity 
800U processor. V21 supports a display refresh rate 
of  up to 90Hz, delivering smoother visual effects 
and a more coherent viewing experience while ef-
fectively reducing ghosting and latency when play-
ing games. Furthermore, the 33W FlashCharge al-
lows users to power up the smartphone in no time 
and stay on the move.

Price and availability
The all new vivo V21 is available across Paki-

stan with the price tag of  Rs. 59,999. 
vivo offers a one-year warranty for V21 along 

with 15 days free replacement and 6 months war-
ranty for accessories. vivo V21 is duly approved by 
Pakistan Telecommunications Authority and sup-
ports all mobile networks in Pakistan. Zong cus-
tomers can also get 12GB Free Mobile Internet by 
using their 4G SIM card in Slot 1 (2GB Internet / 
month for 6 months). 
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Kelvin Zeng, CEO of TECNO Mobile Pakistan said this new partnership of TECNO with Advance 
Telecom is promising as they are one of the leaders in mobile distribution companies. With our 
new Camon 17 series being launched in Pakistan soon, we aim to provide reliable and swift services 
to the customers, and Advance Telecom will be a great help in this behalf. We also believe that this 
new distributor will help us reach every customer on time with their favourite TECNO devices

Advance Telecom appointed 
as TECNO’s new distribution 
partner in Pakistan

T
ECNO Mobile Pakistan has joined hands 
with Advance Telecom as their official 
distribution partner in Pakistan. Being 
the largest retail and after-sale service 

network, Advance Telecom and TECNO partner-
ship sound a promising collaboration for the new 
Camon 17 series.

Advance Telecom is one of  the leading mobile 
phone distribution houses in Pakistan. They have 
been adding to the value of  customer’s lives by de-
livering quality services and products nationwide. 
CEO Advance Telecom, Mr. Rizwan Majid shared 
his views on this occasion.

“We are pleased to announce the addition of  the 
world’s renowned smartphone brand, TECNO into 
our portfolio. We express our deepest gratitude to 
TECNO management, our valued dealers, and con-

sumers for their trust. As always, we are committed to serving our customers with quality products.”
Kelvin Zeng, CEO of  TECNO Mobile Paki-

stan, expressed his views on this new collaboration.
“This new partnership of  TECNO with Ad-

vance Telecom is promising as they are one of  the 
leaders in mobile distribution companies. With our 
new Camon 17 series being launched in Pakistan 
soon, we aim to provide reliable and swift services 
to the customers, and Advance Telecom will be a 
great help in this behalf. We also believe that this 
new distributor will help us reach every customer 
on time with their favorite TECNO devices.”

Previously, TECNO had worked with five re-
nowned distributors from across Pakistan as official 
distribution partners. This new collaboration aims 
to escalate prompt distribution services for every 
customer in Pakistan. n

Advance Telecom is one of 
the leading mobile phone 

distribution houses in 
Pakistan. They have been 

adding to the value of 
customer’s lives by delivering 
quality services and products 

nationwide





P
akistan Telecommunication Authority 
(PTA) has received Rs 15.82 billion equiva-
lents of US$ 103.17 million against the 2nd 
installment of license renewal fee from two 

Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs); Telenor Pakistan 
and Pakistan Mobile Communication Ltd. (Jazz).

The amount is being deposited in the Federal 
Consolidated Fund (FCF) as per practice under Pa-
kistan Telecom Re-organization Act 1996, said PTA 
in a handout. PTA has so far deposited Rs 135.81 bil-
lion (the equivalent of US$ 862.22 million) with the 
government, received against 50 percent of the total 
license renewal fee and first installment of the same 
from three CMOs. With the amount of the second 
installment received from two CMOs now, the total 
receipts on this count stand at Rs 151.63 billion (US$ 
965.39 million). The second license renewal fee in-
stallment of CMPAK (ZONG) for US$ 54.086 mil-
lion is due in October 2021.

The government had earlier received $238.6 mil-
lion (Rs 37.16 billion) as non-tax revenue from China 
Mobile (CM Pak) cellular company as a license re-
newal fee. Telenor Pakistan and Jazz had deposited 
$224.6 million (Rs 35.262 billion) each (half  of the 
amount as per court direction) as their license re-
newal fee in September 2019. The government had 
approved the renewal of licenses of two mobile oper-
ators, i.e., Jazz and Telenor Pakistan, at around $450 
million each while the third operator – CM Pak, has 
to pay $470 million. Due to the stay orders by Islam-
abad High Court, the collection of the renewal fee 
from two telecom companies had been delayed.

Islamabad High Court (IHC) had directed Tele-
nor and Jazz for depositing 50 percent of the license 
renewal fee, i.e., around Rs 36 billion each as a guar-

antee. The operators disagreed with the PTA decision 
on fixing the license renewal fee. The operators had 
also requested for grant of stay order to avoid service 
disruption in the country after August 21, 2019 – the 
date fixed by PTA for renewal of licenses.

The court had directed both the operators to de-
posit half  of the amount, i.e., 50 percent, as a guar-
antee till the final decision on the appeal of both cel-
lular operators. PTA had rejected mobile operators’ 
apprehensions relating to the price of license renewal 
and passed an order while fixing the fee for license 
renewal at $39.5 million per MHz for frequency spec-
trum of 900 MHz and $29.5 million per MHz for fre-
quency spectrum of 1800 MHz. However, Jazz and 
Telenor went into appeal against the PTA decision.

The authority had directed operators to pay their 
license fee before August 21, 2019, or their licenses 
will be termed expired, and they will not be allowed 
to provide telecom services after the deadline. Mo-
bile licenses of Telenor and Jazz expired on May 26, 
2019. On the other hand, the government is looking 

to pocket more than $1 billion by offering a minimum 
spectrum for telcos in the upcoming auction for Next 
Generation Mobile Services (NGMS) Spectrum.

As the tenure of the auctioned spectrum would 
be 15 years, the government has decided to extend 
the same to Gilgit Biltastan (GB) and Azad Kashmir 
(AJK), as a demand of the people especially students 
who strongly protested against the lack of internet fa-
cilities in their respective areas. Ministry of Informa-
tion Technology & Telecom (MoITT) said that up to 
44MHz band was available in the system in Pakistan.

The meeting of the committee chaired by Fi-
nance Minister Shaukat Tarin approved the draft pol-
icy directives for the release of NGMS Spectrum in 
Pakistan, Azad Jammu & Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltis-
tan, which will allow improved voice and 3G/4G 
internet services. The MoITT will forward the draft 
to the Federal Cabinet for approval and after auction 
process will be initiated by the Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA). The draft policy states that 
PTA would auction 12.8 MHz paired spectrum in 
the 1,800 MHz band and 15 MHz paired spectrum 
in the 2,100 MHz. The base price for 1MHz spec-
trum in 1,800 MHz is $31 million while the base 
price for 1MHz spectrum in 2,100 MHz is $29m. The 
base price amounts to almost $832m if  the four tele-

communication companies do not compete for the 
spectrum. However, industry players have criticised 
the policy. “If  the government offers more than 40 
MHz band, all the four telcos will easily buy between 
10-12 MHz band at an affordable rate and focus on 
long-term investments to improve voice as well as 
broadband service,” a senior executive of one of the 
mobile companies said. “At the same time there is no 
benefit for the government or the consumers if  the 
additional and spare MHz band remains idle in the 
system and people continue to suffer from slow ser-
vice,” the executive added. Even the policy document 
said, “Demand for data services grew exponentially 
and in a short period of seven years, the broadband 
subscribers in the country increased from a mere 14m 
in 2014 to over 100m in April 2021.”

“This ever-increasing reliance on wireless mo-
bile broadband services necessitated the demand for 
availability of more spectrum and hence to meet the 
connectivity needs of the citizens of Pakistan.”

Under the current, policy the government was of-
fering 5MHz spectrum blocks in auction for the mo-
bile companies. After the policy is approved by the 
federal cabinet, PTA will issue an Information Mem-
orandum (IM) specifying the detailed procedure of  
the auction, including eligibility criteria and steps for 
participating in the auction process.

The government has plans to finalise the auction 
process before June 30 next. n
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PTA has so far deposited Rs 135.81 billion (the equivalent of 
US$ 862.22 million) with the government, received against 50 
percent of the total license renewal fee and first installment of 
the same from three CMOs. With the amount of the second 
installment received from two CMOs now, the total receipts on 
this count stand at Rs 151.63 billion (US$ 965.39 million)

PTA has received Rs 15.82 
billion equivalents of US$ 

103.17 million against the 2nd 
installment of license renewal 
fee from two Cellular Mobile 
Operators (CMOs); Telenor 

Pakistan and Pakistan Mobile 
Communication Ltd. (Jazz)

Jazz & Telenor 
Pakistan deposit 
Rs. 15.82 billion due 
2nd installment of 
license renewal fee



F
acebook has partnered with Pakistan’s 
telecom company, Nayatel, to expand In-
ternet connectivity and pave the way for 
digital transformation.

The collaboration would provide affordable, 
high-speed, and reliable Internet access to an es-
timated 10 to 15 million Pakistanis in eight major 
cities.

Under this partnership, Nayatel “will own, 
build, maintain, and operate a new fibre network 
and provide wholesale capacity to mobile operators 
and ISPs,” and Facebook will invest in the 1650 km 
long fibre network. “This high-speed fibre will con-
nect thousands of  sites by 2022, and improve capac-
ity and the geographical reach of  internet access” to 
millions, Nayatel said.

This first-of-its-kind investment of  social media 
giant, Facebook, in Pakistan indicates tremendous 
growth potential in the country’s technology sec-
tor and towards improving connectivity in the re-
gion. “We’re excited for this first-ever partnership 
of  a Pakistani company with Facebook to expand 
fibre broadband to provide high-speed internet to 
millions of  customers,” said CEO Nayatel Wahajus 
Siraj.

By investing and supporting the building of  fi-
bre networks in Pakistan, Facebook is helping local 
operators leverage fibre infrastructure to improve 
access to affordable broadband. The partnership is 
a part of  Facebook’s efforts towards bringing fast 
and reliable internet connectivity to people around 

the world, including Pakistan, said Tom Varghese, 
head of  connectivity and access policy (Asia Pacif-
ic), Facebook. The two companies would “enable 
more open-access fibre infrastructure,” he said, add-
ing that a progressive and collaborative regulatory 
environment “will help attract further investments 
to improve internet connectivity in Pakistan.”

Currently, there are 101 million Internet users 
in Pakistan of  them 98 million are 3G and 4G sub-
scribers, according to the March 2021 data shared 
by PTA. Experts say the COVID-19 pandemic has 
prompted the shift to the digital domain as more 
educational and healthcare organizations now of-
fering online services.

The new fibre networks deployed by Naya-
tel would serve as the backbone infrastructure for 
4G/5G mobile and fixed broadband–a key driver 
of  economic growth and job creation. Nayetel says 
the network will further support Pakistan’s digital 
revolution. “This collaboration will accelerate the 
government’s vision of  ‘digital Pakistan’ by increas-
ing productivity for small and medium businesses, 
creating new job opportunities and online learning 
for the youth,” said Siraj. “The partnership demon-
strates confidence from a leading global brand like 
Facebook in Pakistan’s tech and entrepreneurial 
potential” Nayatel hopes that the Pakistan gov-
ernment “will implement fast track reforms with 
predictable regulations and policies to attract more 
foreign investors in the tech sector.”

“PTA congratulates Nayatel and Facebook for 

their agreement to lay 1650 km backbone, access, 
and metro fiber optic cable across eight cities of  Pa-
kistan,” the Pakistan Telecommunication Author-
ity (PTA) said in a tweet, assuring support of  the 
Authority for early completion of  the project.

Last year, Prime Minister Imran Khan and Face-
book’s Chief  Operating Officer Sheryl Sandberg in 
a virtual meeting had discussed the company’s in-
vestments in Pakistan besides its support to digital 
literacy initiatives and the workaround COVID-19. 
The Prime Minister welcomed Facebook’s invest-
ments and programmes in Pakistan and encour-
aged them to increase their footprint.

He recognised the immense potential of  digital 
platforms like Facebook and their role in giving 
global opportunities to Pakistani youth and lifting 
people out of  poverty.

He also expressed concerns over the global rise 
in hate and extremism and acknowledged the im-
mense challenge of  fighting hate speech online.

Facebook’s connectivity investments and re-
search grants that were awarded this year to Paki-
stan-based academics, were also discussed in the 
meeting in addition to other subjects including, 
Facebook’s blood donations product (which has 
seen more than five million people sign up since it 
launched in-country), as well as Facebook’s support 
for the government’s goal of  a polio-free Pakistan.

In 2019, Facebook also partnered with the 
Ministry of  Information Technology’s Ignite pro-
gramme to support local startups through its Inno-
vation Lab and Startup Circles programme.

This partnership continues to run virtual work-
shops to mentor startups in Pakistan.

Prime Minister Imran Khan and Ms. Sandberg 
also shared their views on Facebook’s #SheMeans-
Business Programme which was giving training to 
some 6,700 women across Pakistan.

Nick Clegg, Facebook’s Vice President for Glob-
al Affairs and Communications, and Sarim Aziz, 
Head of  Public Policy, Pakistan at Facebook, also 
attended the meeting, along with Dr Arslan Khalid, 
Focal Person to the PM on Digital Media.

Prime Minister Khan and Ms Sandberg last met 
in Davos, Switzerland, this January on the sidelines 
of  the World Economic Forum.

Facebook, the world’s largest social media com-
pany, posted its strongest first-quarter earnings last 
month, shattering Wall Street expectations, thanks 
to surging advertising revenues despite heightened 
competition from the likes of  Google and threats 
on the regulatory front.

“We had a strong quarter as we helped people 
stay connected and businesses grow,” said Mark 
Zuckerberg, Facebook’s billionaire founder, and 
CEO. “We will continue to invest aggressively to 

deliver new and meaningful experiences for years 
to come, including in newer areas like augmented 
and virtual reality, commerce, and the creator econ-
omy.”

Founded in 2004 by a group of  Harvard Col-
lege classmates including Zuckerberg and fellow 
billionaire Dustin Moskovitz, Facebook is now 
the fifth-largest American company by market cap, 
worth a staggering $862 billion. More than 95 per-
cent of  the company’s revenue comes from adver-
tising, with about 50 percent of  sales saturated in 
the U.S. and Canada. Though Bank of  America 
expects the stock could soar another 20 percent in 
the next three years, the biggest risks to watch for 
include declines in user activity, privacy issues, big-
tech regulation, and any adverse impact on adver-
tising prices. n

Under this partnership, Nayatel “will own, build, maintain, and 
operate a new fibre network and provide wholesale capacity 
to mobile operators and ISPs,” and Facebook will invest in the 
1650 km long fibre network. “This high-speed fibre will connect 
thousands of sites by 2022, and improve capacity and the 
geographical reach of internet access” to millions, Nayatel said

The Prime Minister 
welcomed Facebook’s 

investments and programmes 
in Pakistan and encouraged 

them to increase their 
footprint

Facebook & Nayatel to 
offer internet access 
to 15 million citizens 
across 8 cities
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Flare: Please share few words about your educa-
tion and professional life?

Murtaza Khalil Hassan: I am the CEO of BIMA 
Mobile Pakistan. I have overall strategic and opera-
tional responsibility for BIMA’s Pakistan business. 
And have over 16 years of experience in the insur-
ance and banking sector in Pakistan and have been 
extensively involved in the areas of product develop-
ment, distribution, and partnerships. Before joining 
BIMA, I was the head of insurance at Telenor Micro-
finance Bank (Easypaisa) managing and developing 
the micro-health portfolio also previously worked 
at Standard Chartered Bank in the area of Bancas-
surance; managing investment-linked life and takaf-
ul portfolios. I started my career with AIG where I 
also headed the personal lines department. I hold an 
MBA in Finance from the Institute of Business Man-
agement, Karachi.

Flare: Please give us a brief intro to BIMA Mo-
bile Pakistan?

Murtaza Khalil Hassan: We are a mobile deliv-
ered health and insurance service provider. We use 
mobile technology combined with a human touch to 
reach customers with simple, affordable health and 
life products they can access and pay for through 
their mobile phones. BIMA was launched in Ghana 
10 years ago, and we now operate in 9 markets across 
Asia and Africa. We have reached 37 million custom-
ers and sold over 41 million policies. We launched 
BIMA Pakistan in 2015 and since then have reached 
over 5 million underserved customers. We are spe-
cialized in offering health insurance with telehealth 
services and focus on maintaining a very high stan-
dard of customer experience. We partner with mo-

bile telecoms, mobile money institutions around the 
world.

Flare: What is the major achievements of BIMA 
Mobile Pakistan over the past few years?

Murtaza Khalil Hassan: BIMA’s biggest achieve-
ment apart from its growth, is that how it has em-
powered the lower-income groups to secure them-
selves and their families in 
Pakistan. An estimate by 
Swiss Re– a world-leading 
reinsurance company based 
in Switzerland– says that 4 
billion people around the 
world can benefit from in-
surance by paying a small 
premium of 60 cents /PKR 
96 a month on a rolling basis 
for health or life insurance. 
BIMA’s affordable products, 
charging as little as Pak Rs. 
2 a day, it’s giving access to 
health and life insurance 
solutions to Pakistanis. Cur-
rently, anyone with a Jazz 
number can register for BI-
MA’s mobile-delivered insurance policy and get cov-
ered for health and accidental death cover along with 
access to telehealth services 24/7 for themselves and 
their family members. For the accidental loss of life, 
a potential payout can be a maximum of Rs. 2.5 mil-
lion.

Flare: What kind of unique products and ser-
vices are being offered to customers by BIMA Mo-
bile Pakistan?

Murtaza Khalil Hassan: Our services are de-
signed to protect customers at whatever stage of life 
they are. BIMA’s innovative approach to designing 
insurance and health services focuses on simplicity 
and providing meaningful cover that has no paper-
work or hidden costs attached. We divide our services 
into two broad categories:

BIMA Sehat
We go beyond ‘just insurance’. BIMA Health of-

fers a unique ‘bundled’ insurance and digital health 
package. BIMA Health deals with preventive mea-
sures, by delivering personalized health programs, 
through telehealth service, WhatsApp, and SMS. We 
offer unlimited 24/7 access to qualified BIMA doc-
tors, and saving customers the time and expense of  
visiting a medical center. We also cover medication 
support, access to personalized health records, and 
insurance cover if  our customers need to stay in the 
hospital.

BIMA Personal Accident
Our BIMA Life products are designed to sup-

port customers and their families if  the worst should 
happen. Customers or their beneficiaries will receive 
a cash lump sum if  they pass away or they are left 
partially or permanently disabled. BIMA Life helps 
reduce some of the financial burdens on families who 
may experience loss of household earnings or have to 
pay large, out-of-pocket funeral expenses.

Flare: What are the strengths of BIMA Mobile 
Pakistan?

Murtaza Khalil Hassan: BIMA has a proven re-
cord of providing quality healthcare and customer 
services to more than 2 million families. We believe in 
providing quality services, following global protocols 
localized for Pakistan. In a healthcare stressed nation 
like Pakistan, where there is only one physician for ev-
ery 1000 people, this is of extreme importance. Using 
mobile technology and affordable products BIMA 
has been able to transcend financial, geographic, and 
social barriers to healthcare.

Flare: How did COVID-19 impact your oper-
ations–was there an increase for mobile delivered 
insurance and telemedicine (telehealth) services in 
the country? 

Murtaza Khalil Hassan: At the operational level, 
COVID-19 impacted our operations just as it impact-
ed many other companies. 

However, BIMA rose to the challenge to help 
combat the pandemic in this hour of need. We joined 
hands with Digital Pakistan (a digital wing of the 
Government) to provide free COVID-related con-
sultations to the people of Pakistan. We were able to 
move to work from home with no impact on our ser-
vice quality. Concurrently we also saw a 50 percent 
increase in our consultations month on month.  

Flare: Where do you see BIMA Mobile 
Pakistan in the next five years?

Murtaza Khalil Hassan: In the coming years, 
we would like to increase access to affordable health 

insurance and telehealth 
services by partnering with 
more entities in the market 
such as mobile money insti-
tutions, etc. Currently, we 
offer our services in partner-
ship with Jazz. Our long-
term vision is to develop 
and launch our stand-alone 
mobile application as well. 
This platform, we believe, 
will be a game-changer in 
the industry.

Flare: What is BIMA 
m-Health?

Murtaza Khalil Has-
san: BIMA m-Health is an 

all-encompassing healthcare solution. Through it we 
provide our customers 24x7 access to real-time tele-
consultations with licensed GP doctors and special-
ists through their mobile phone. Our m-health base 
of 2M, generates 75,000 consultations every month. 
In order to complete the customer journey, BIMA has 
lab and pharmacy partnerships with Chugtai Labs 
and Sehat online respectively for home sampling and 
delivery of medications. n
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The Flare panel talks to Mr. Murtaza Khalil Hassan, CEO, BIMA 
Mobile Pakistan who says we launched the BIMA Pakistan in 
2015, and since then have reached over five million underserved 
customers. We are specialized in offering health insurance 
with telehealth services and focus on maintaining a very high 
standard of customer experience. We partner with mobile 
telecoms, mobile money institutions around the world

We go beyond ‘just 
insurance’. BIMA Health 
offers a unique ‘bundled’ 

insurance and digital health 
package. BIMA Health deals 

with preventive measures, 
by delivering personalized 
health programs, through 

telehealth service, 
WhatsApp, and SMS
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A
t present, a huge number, running into 
tens of  thousands, of  mobile phone and 
social media website applications (app) 
are functioning in Pakistan. These apps 

are being owned and controlled by the social media 
service providing companies, located in different 
countries in the world that are illegally taking away 
millions of  dollars from Pakistan by means of  adver-
tisements and in return, paying not a single penny to 
the national exchequer as income tax. The regulators 
in the IT and telecom sectors in Pakistan, including 
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) and 
the Ministry of  Information and Technology, sound 
helpless before these questionable social media apps 
controllers which are fleecing the Pakistani nation of  
billions of  rupees every month.

A probe divulged 
that the providers and 
developers of  these ap-
parent illegal apps are 
so smart and crafty in 
their nefarious activi-
ty that it is hard even 
to block their apps by 
any means. If  the apps 
are blocked this telco 
app-mafia devises oth-
er ways to reactive and 
restored them to public 

access. Our authorities make tall claims of  laying 
hands on the perpetrators of  such evildoers, but here 
the case is altogether different as the telco apps-mafia 
is absolutely scot-free and out of  their reach. Given 
the fact that a number of  people have minted billions 
of  rupees over the last years from the long-distance 
telephone calls (LDC), the authorities should have 
been on the guard against the Telco app-mafia. As 
per a conservative estimate, over ten million SMSs 
traffic through GST and if  the rate of  an SMS is held 

at Rs10, the total amount of  these SMSs stands at 
Rs100million daily. This is a taxable amount but 
nothing is paid to the Pakistan kitty but to a handful 
of  corrupt persons. The Telco app-mafia taking full 
advantage of  the absence of  hard and fast legislation 
and strict checks on its activity is earning billions of  
dollars by capturing ads as they show to the world a 
huge platform of Pakistanis as their consumers and 
create sale attraction for their products. Under the 
umbrella of  the Telco mafia, social media websites, 
online websites and e-commerce websites are partic-
ularly have a thriving shady business in the countries 

where the law is fragile and the institutions plagued 
with corruption. They employ a highly sophisticated 
method to evade taxes and then take the capital to 
their country of  origin. As to Pakistan, foreign so-
cial media apps, and websites have devised a simple 
method to use the Grey SMS Trafficking. That if  a 
Pakistani installs any known app like Twitter, Face-
book, Telegram, Signal, Snapchat, or even Foodpan-
da, he/she receives an One-time password (OTP) 
code through SMS from the Telco mafia. Inserting 
this code, the person will have installed the app. On 
looking deep into the code, the person will find that 
it is not from any recognized company but an un-
known from a foreign land. It will amply prove that 
foreign companies have illegally made inroads into 
the social media and websites business in Pakistan 
using the channel of  a local company which in fact, 
is also helping the foreign Telco company without 
legal authority and the prescribed law. The fact is, the 
law provides that the companies registered in Paki-
stan can provide SMS service only to other bona fide 
Pakistan companies. And if  the foreign companies 
including Twitter, and other thousands of  apps pro-
vide them such service, they follow another modality 
while the rate of  an SMS by these companies is also 
not less than Rs20.

In Pakistan, this malpractice is hard to be traced 
out and taken to task. The reason being a small num-
ber of  IT experts are able to detect and catch these 
illicit app controllers who themselves prefer to act in 
collusion with them to make easy money instead of  
exposing their activity.

These all facts were brought to the notice of  peo-
ple at the helm of affairs in Pakistan and the senior 
members of  mobile phone companies in addition to 
the PTA high-ups concerned with the matter. They 
were told how Pakistan due to the absence of  law 
and strict checks, was suffering heavy monetary loss-
es by the Grey SMS Trafficking daily and a handful 
was pocketing millions of  rupees which otherwise 
was to go to the national coffer.

It is also a fact that Facebook, Twitter, and oth-
er established social media apps would hardly get 
their OTP code registered in Pakistan in their own 
name as they know if  they do it, the government of  
Pakistan will be able to know the number of  their 
customers and business methodology whereby these 
companies will be brought under the tax net which 
may run into tens of  millions of  rupees. Not that but 
the Pakistan agencies will also get access to the mes-
sages data conveyed through their service if  these 
companies get themselves in their own name in Pa-
kistan. This is sheer dishonesty on their part as they 
always use ‘number two’ which means illegal way, 
to increase their customers’ range through unfamil-
iar companies to traffic their apps and earn billions 
of  dollars through advertisements using code of  the 
other companies and they take the money to their 
own destination.

Given this situation, State Bank Pakistan and 
other relevant departments must rise to the occasion 
to bring the money being transferred through Face-
book, Twitter, etc. under the tax net or recommend 
framing law to bring these app companies into the 
tax net. It is a very serious matter and the Pakistan 
authorities need to take it as such.

It is notable that besides mobile telephone com-
panies, a number of  licensed long-distance calls 
companies, are defaulter of  the government, the 

PTA, and other departments in the sum of billions 
of  rupees, and no action can be taken against them 
since the courts have granted them stay against the 
recoveries.

Propriety demands of  the President of  Paki-
stan and the Chief  Justice of  Pakistan for passing 
an order to club all these cases before a single court 
at the Apex level so they are decided expeditiously. 
It would not only enable the government to recov-
er taxes from them but also help it frame its IT and 
telecom policies. At present, it a huge workforce is 
available in the country’s IT sector and a legislation 
being anxiously awaited to tap their potential to the 
economic progress and development of  the country. 
Legislation in this direction is sure to go a long way 

to plug the STG and 
other businesses which 
the foreign and local 
companies are continu-
ing free of  charge in Pa-
kistan. The PTA sourc-
es also revealed that the 
owners of  the licensed 
long distance calls 
(LDC) and telephone 
companies who had 
monetary liabilities to-
wards the government 

have escaped to the foreign lands from where they 
are operation the companies under the new nomen-
clatures. That the certain employees of  the Authority 
are also involved to facilitate their escape and in the 
new business. The sources have expressed concerns 
over hitherto not taken serious measures against 
the Grey SMS Trafficking. They said the steps are 
awaited to allow only those companies to provide 
SMS and mask which are duly registered with the 
Security and Exchange Commission of  Pakistan 
(SECP). They say the majority of  the complaints 

relate to them as the people receive a large number 
of  fake messages and if  information is sought to be 
gathered against the sender companies, they tend 
dupe and sell out messages and the advertisements 
joining hands with other companies whereby they 
are generating their revenues. They said many cases 
on this proposition are pending hearing before the 
High Courts.  Sources said the PTA is needed to take 
immediate legal action against the CEO or the head 
of  the company found involved in sending fake mes-
sages and a law be framed to ensure decision on such 
complaint within a week.  n 29
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A
fter Honda 
Civic, KIA 
Sportage, and 
now Hyundai 

Tucson has developed the 
problem of  catching fire 
due to short-circuit and 
malfunctioning from the 
use of  substandard mate-
rials and improper inter-
national quality standard 
testing. The number of  
incidents of  vehicle fire in-
cidents across Pakistan is 
growing to raise a serious 
concern. Hyundai Nishat 
has taken notice of  the 
problem and identified it, 
resulting in the issuance 
of  a recall of  the Tucson 
SUV to fix the problem.

The history of  vehi-
cles catching fires is glob-
ally and locally a long 
one. Vehicles catch fire 
due to some manufactur-
ing fault and in Pakistan 
such cases are rampant. 
Usually, the fire-catch-
ing incidents in Pakistan 
are mostly attributed to 
old cars. However, some-
times, even the brand 
new models can catch 
fire, and the vehicles like 
10th generation Honda 
Civic, Kia Sportage, and 
now Hyundai Tucson, 
are also not exceptional 
on this count.

The automaker has re-
cently released the follow-
ing message, reportedly 
addressing the Tucson 
SUV owners. “Dear Cus-
tomer Hyundai Nishat 
Motor (Private) Limited 
(HNMPL) is committed 
to providing quality vehi-
cles to our customers. We 
bring to your attention 
that your vehicle may 
have a possible malfunc-
tion in the ABS module, 
which could potentially 
short-circuit. As a pre-
cautionary measure, please take your vehicle to a 
Hyundai dealership immediately, for the installa-
tion of  an enhanced protective kit and upgrade of  
the Electronic Control Unit & AVN software of  
your vehicle (free of  any cost) to provide a safe 
and reliable driving experience.”

The company has then provided the contact de-
tails for customer relations for further assistance.

As mentioned in the message, according to 
the company, the source of  the malfunction in the 
vehicle is the faulty Anti-Lock Braking System 
(ABS) which could result in a short circuit and in 
turn makes the vehicle catch fire.

According to the message, upon arrival at the 
dealership, the experts would solve the issue by 
applying another protective layer by using an en-
hanced protective kit and upgrade the firmware 
and software to comply with the upgraded ABS 
module.

According to Tucson.com news from 4th May, 
Hyundai is recalling more than 390,000 vehicles 
in the US and Canada for two problems that can 
cause engine fires. In one recall, owners are being 
told to park their vehicles outdoors until repairs 
are made.

The engine failure and fire problems at Hyun-
dai and affiliated Korean automaker Kia has 
plagued the companies for more than five years, 
affecting the owners of  more than 8 million 
vehicles.

The USA Today mentioned that Hyundai was 
adding 471,000 SUVs to the 180,000 units recalled 
by the car manufacturer in September 2020.

The company said corrosion can cause a short 
circuit in defective antilock brake circuit boards 
that can cause a fire even if  engines are off. Simi-
larly, Hyundai’s sister company Kia also recalled 
57,000 units of  two different models, the Kia 
QL Sportage MY2016-2021 and the CK Stinger 
MY2017-2019. Product Safety Australia is claim-
ing that defective cars can burst into flames even 
if  the vehicle is switched off. And this statement 
by the Australian company is even more alarming. 

A defect means that the system controlling the 
Anti-lock Braking System, Electronic Stability 
Control System, and Traction Control System can 
experience an electrical short-circuit if  water en-
ters it, causing the car to catch fire even if  parked.

As car manufacturers come and establish them-
selves against the already established Japanese big 
three, the companies must establish trust with cus-
tomers as the Hyundai Nishat has done, by issuing 
this recall following the Hyundai Tucson fire inci-
dents in Pakistan.

Similarly, people are aware and reportedly wor-
ried about similar issues with their KIA Sportage 
vehicles in Pakistan, as they see the global recall 
going on. Thus customer service and quality as-
surance should be the priority for the new automo-
bile manufacturers in Pakistan.

It is thus imperative that Kia-Lucky too investi-

gate the recent fires in the 
shortage and respond with 
a customer service that is 
apt to their global stan-
dards.

Both Hyundai and 
KIA share engines and 
other components and 
mostly manufactured at 
the same location that is 
why the same problem is 
affecting models of  both 
brands. It is for further in-
formation that the engines 
in North American KIA 
and Hyundai are primar-
ily made in the USA but 
the issue is exclusive to 
the North American mar-
ket. The engines made in 
South Korea have not re-
ported the same problem.

As a reminder back 
in February 2019, South 
Korean prosecutors raid-
ed Hyundai and KIA 
main offices and other 
facilities during an inves-
tigation which alleged 
that both companies con-
cealed defects in some of  
their vehicles. In 2017 a 
similar raid was also con-
ducted by South Korea’s 
Ministry of  Land, Infra-
structure and Transport 
agency after many civ-
ic groups requested for 
probe into Hyundai and 
KIA over the cover-up 
of  defects in 12 different 
models. That investiga-
tion resulted in recalling 
around 238,000 vehicles 
in South Korea.

Kia and Hyundai 
have restarted their op-
eration in Pakistan, and 
consumers have a lot of  
expectations from them. 
This specific fire inci-
dent of  Pakistan assem-
bled Hyundai Tucson 
and KIA Sportage last 
year should not be taken 
in isolation and must be 

thoroughly investigated. Although KIA Pakistan 
already made a statement on the Sportage fire last 
year, now this Tucson fire should raise some red 
flags. It’s important for KIA and Hyundai Paki-
stan to take this matter seriously and both compa-
nies must find out the causes of  this major issue.

It’s a matter of  make-or-break for their reputa-
tion not in the local but the international market 
also. This fire in Pakistan should be investigated 
to detect its source and factors and it must fully 
ensure that a Pakistan Assembled KIA or Hyun-
dai vehicle does not use any of  the engines which 
have a fire risk. It is all the more necessary given 
the rigid hot weather condition in Pakistan.  Initi-
ating any investigation of  this particular issue of  
Tucson, Hyundai Pakistan should keep in mind 
the fire erupting in Kia and Hyundai vehicles in 
the United States that had affected more than al-
most 5 million units.

Pakistan imports engines for local assembly 
so, the Tucson engine which went on fire, should 
be tracked down, especially keeping in mind that 
the incident of  a similar fire eruption was also re-
ported last year in the identical engine as in KIA 
Sportage. There is a due chance that this recent 
Tucson and the last year Sportage fire incident 
are unrelated fire and not necessarily related to 
engine fires KIA and Hyundai are facing in the 
North American Market, but we don’t know until 
the matter is fully and neutrally investigated. n
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Both Hyundai and KIA share engines and other components 
and mostly manufactured at the same location that is why 
the same problem is affecting models of both brands. It is for 
further information that the engines in North American KIA 
and Hyundai are primarily made in the USA but the issue is 

exclusive to the North American market

Hyundai Tucson 
recalled in 

Pakistan over ABS 
malfunctions & fire 

incidents





M
any of you may be wondering, “is 
B4U trades fake or real or, B4U trades 
scam links to a legitimate company?” 
Here is a complete analysis of  B4U 

trades, B4U investments, and B4U Group.
The Securities and Exchange Commission of  

Pakistan (SECP) had warned people not to invest 
in B4U Trades. B4U Trades is raising unauthorised 
deposits from the general public in the name of  
different investment plans. It is clarified that “B4U 
Trades and B4U Group” is not registered with the 
SECP.

Despite the clear warning by a government reg-
ulatory authority, would you still be interested to 
invest in B4U Trades because your friends or family 
members are doing so and they told you that they 
are earning huge profits by investing in B4U Trades? 

B4U Trades is a branch of  B4U Group (also 
known as B4U Global), a Malaysian multination-
al group of  companies that offers different catego-
ries of  investments (formerly known as investment 
plans) to people around the globe against an ex-
traordinary rate of  profit. (Profit rate varies from 
seven percent to 14 percent per month, depending 
on your investment plan).

B4U group was founded and registered in Ma-
laysia as a crypto trading company on April 17, 
2015, by a Pakistani man Saifur Rahman and his 

Malaysian partner, Hasni BT Andy Cinta. Later in 
2017, the company launched its business in Paki-
stan by the name of  “B4U trades” which now asks 
people to invest in various fields of  business.

Since the beginning of  2019, B4U has been or-
ganising seminars in Pakistan, UAE, and in other 
parts of  the world to attract investors. In a mega 
power show held in Islamabad in 2019, the Malay-
sian ambassador to Pakistan and a federal minister 
were also present among thousands of  Pakistanis.

B4U Group claims to invest the money they re-
ceive from investors in various businesses such as 
transport services, property, information technolo-
gy, crypto trading, and regular trading. However, 60 
percent of  the investors’ money is being invested in 
crypto trading.

On its official website of  B4U attracts investors 
saying that “B4U is a group of  people who have 
large experience of  trading, investment tricks, and 
market scope. By using their skills and expertise we 
trade your investment in the market and earn a prof-
it. our major investment domains are as following:

Investment in property deals; Investment in 
Crypto Exchange; Investment in Information Tech-
nologies; Investment in Transport Services; and In-
vestment in Trading.”

B4U Trades allocates 60 percent of  its investors’ 
money into cryptocurrency trading such as Bitcoin 

cash, Litecoin, Tether, Ethereum, and many others. 
The remaining 40 percent is invested in other busi-
ness areas such as transport, technology, real estate, 
and other divisions that will be added to their port-
folio.

In this way, investors receive from 7 percent to 
20 percent monthly returns on their deposits.

In addition, you can obtain additional returns 
by recommending other people to invest in B4U 
(this is only an option and not mandatory). You 
can see the possible commissions you can obtain 
outlined in the table of  Investment Plans.

NAB arrested B4U’s Saifur Rehman, son Ahmer 
Waryas Khan placed on ECL in Rs 119 billion scam 
and started investigating the massive fraud.

The National Accountability Bureau has asked 
for the names of  the owners of  B4U Global Saifur 
Rehman and his son Ahmar to be put on the Exit 
Control List so they cannot leave the country as 
their company is being investigated for fraud.

The two men have been accused of  fraudulent-
ly encouraging people to invest in their company. 
NAB has asked victims of  the B4U Global fraud to 
contact them in Rawalpindi.

B4U Global Investment grew 4.5 times in less 
than a year with its investor base rising from 100,000 
in June to 450,000. It is estimated that the company 
has attracted billions of  rupees in investment.

The Malaysia-returned Pakistani uses a con-
troversial multi-level marketing business model to 
offer people unrealistic and guaranteed profits that 
range from 7 percent to 20 percent a month (or 2.4 
times a year), depending on one’s network size.

To cheat the public, B4U Trades offers various 
investment plans according to the amount of  de-
posit you make into their business. They encourage 
their investors to bring more investors and pay re-
ferral bonuses accordingly. This way, the number 
of  investors on B4U Trades is rising constantly as 
an investor gets a specific ratio from his referral’s 
profit too. Below you can see the different invest-
ment plans available on their website. Each plan or 
level can be obtained by own investment or by the 
volume invested by the people referred by you and 
their referrals up to 5 levels.

B4U Trades is a similar scheme that is attracting 
thousands of  people to invest millions with them so 
those people can sit in the home and keep getting 
heavy profits. Now the question is whether “B4U 
Trades is a scam or real?” This proposition was ad-
dressed by many people who had invested in B4U 
Trades. Besides all the doubts and fears, the B4U 
group is around over the last 5 years and it is grow-
ing gradually. Hundreds of  people are still joining 
B4U in Pakistan and Malaysia and the group is 
extending its network into various countries such 
as the United States, Cambodia, Indonesia, Myan-
mar, and Gulf.

The Names of  Saifur Rehman and Ahmer 
Waryas Khan, involved in the fraud in the name 
of  investments in B4U, have been placed on ECL 
(Exit Control List) on the recommendation of  NAB 
Rawalpindi.

According to the NAB spokesman, both accused 
looted over Rs 2 billion of  the people in the name 
of  investments in their company by making false 
promises of  heavy profits and unrealistic returns.

The company B4U was not even registered with 
the Security and Exchange Commission of  Paki-
stan and running its businesses illegally and had 
no legal licensing to seek deposits from the general 
public. n
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The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has asked for the 
names of the owners of B4U Global Saifur Rehman and his son 
Ahmar to be put on the Exit Control List so they cannot leave 
the country as their company is being investigated for fraud

Rs 119 billion B4U 
Trades scam is real?

B4U group was founded and 
registered in Malaysia as a 
crypto trading company on 
April 17, 2015, by a Pakistani 
man Saifur Rahman and his 
Malaysian partner, Hasni BT 

Andy Cinta



T
he government through a proposed policy 
is going to penalise automakers, in case 
they would delay delivering vehicles to the 
consumers by two months, after booking 

orders. The decision will be finalised in the upcom-
ing budget with the new clause coming into effect 
from July next.

This was stated by the additional secretary, 
Ministry of  Industries and Production while brief-
ing the National Assembly Standing Committee on 
Industries and Production, which held a meeting 
under the chairmanship of  Sajid Hussain Turi.

According to the officials of  the Ministry, the 
new policy will take effect from July next after its 
announcement in the upcoming budget.

The meeting was also informed by the Engineer-
ing Development Board (EDB) officials that as per 
the policy, it has been decided to impose a fine of  
three percent plus Kibor on car companies delaying 
deliveries. And this penalty money will be charged 
on the amount the buyer paid. It aims to resolve 
“own-money” problem.

The General Manager (GM), EDB briefed the 
Committee about the new entries in the automobile 
sector and their performance.

The Committee expressed concerns about the 
extra money charged by the dealers and the issues 
being faced by the general public on account of  de-
layed delivery by the Morris & Garage (MG) Com-
pany.

The Committee unanimously decided that the 
Federal Board of  Revenue (FBR) may be invited to 

the next meeting of  the Committee. The Commit-
tee deferred the remaining agenda due to paucity 
of  time.

The Committee members said that at pres-
ent, the “Own Money” ranges from Rs400,000 to 
Rs1,000,000, adding the car dealers and investors 
are involved in this practice 
and they overcharge the 
car consumers who want 
to get the vehicles to be de-
livered immediately. It is 
above a car’s actual price. It 
is a common practice in Pa-
kistan’s car industry, where 
car assemblers sometimes 
take months to deliver an 
order.

A buyer has to make a 
partial payment to book a 
car that is delivered as late 
as six months which is an 
issue the authorities con-
cerned must resolve.

Talking about the commercial imports of  the 
MG cars in the country, the members of  the Com-
mittee raised serious questions, saying that the im-
porter has an agreement with the government to 
install MG car production plant in the country but 
nothing has yet been done on the count. They said 
hundreds of  MG cars were imported but without 
ensuring the supply of  the spare parts.

Member Committee Riazul Haq said that the 

MG cars were reportedly imported under-invoicing 
and this matter needs to be probed by the Competi-
tion Commission of  Pakistan.

The ED officials, responding to the questions, 
said that in a bid to provide cheap vehicles to the 
consumers, the government has allowed a number 
of  global players to install their plants.

They further said that for the sake of  keeping 
the environment clean, the government has also in-
troduced electric vehicles and hybrid vehicles poli-
cies, under which by 2030, around 30 percent of  the 
vehicles will be converted to environment-friendly 
fuels.

Member Standing Committee, Hamid Atiq Sar-
war, said that no car dealer should be allowed to 
book a car order to sell the same on ‘own money.’ 
The car company must keep checks and balances 
as bookings will be done through them, he added.

The Director General (DG), Privatisation Com-
mission (PC) briefed the Committee about the sa-
lient features of  the privatisation of  the Pakistan 
Steel Mills (PSM) and its retrenchment plan includ-
ing remunerations package policy.

The Joint Secretary Ministry of  Industries and 
Production informed that the pensions to the re-
tired employees of  the PSM have already been paid 
by the government. He said by the end of  June, the 
government will issue an expression of  interest ad-
vertisement for the investors to submit their propos-
als for the revival of  the PSM.

The DG PC informed that the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Privatization (CCOP), in its meeting held 
on June 17, 2019, directed the PC to immediately 
advertise the recruitment of  a transaction advisor 
for the Pakistan Steel Mills Committee (PSMC) to 
bring in a party for the revival of  the entity without 
transfer of  full ownership.

The Board of  the PC approved to initiate the 
process of  hiring of  Financial Adviser (FA) for the 
PSMC. The Committee members have expressed 
their grave concerns over the delay in the hiring of  
the financial adviser and the hurdles in the privati-
sation of  PSMC observed from 2006-2021.

The DG PC informed that a decision has been 
taken to allocate and leaser out 1,228 acres of  land 
to the new subsidiary without explaining details of  
the rest of  the land and settlement of  payable lia-
bilities.

The chairman of  the Committee expressed his 
concern regarding the valuation of  the said land. 
He was of  the view that fresh land valuation should 
be carried out by the government in view of  the 
market price.

The Committee also discussed that the Govern-
ment of  Sindh may also be taken on board before fi-
nalising the bid process in this respect, to avoid any 
further delay regarding the revival of  the PSM. Af-
ter a threadbare discussion, the Committee decided 
that all stakeholders of  the PSM will be invited to 
the next meeting of  the Committee.

The Committee fur-
ther directed the Secretary, 
Ministry of  Industries and 
Production to address the 
problems pertaining to the 
security of  the PSM. The 
secretary immediately di-
rected the chief  security 
officers of  the PSM to send 
letter to the Home Secre-
tary, Government of  Sindh 
and Inspector General of  
Police Sindh in this behalf.

The officials further 
said that an estimated $500 
million is required for the 
rehabilitation of  the PSM, 

which also included the amount needed to replace 
the outdated machinery.

They said that the PSM has to pay Rs260 billion 
liabilities to various entities including Sui Southern 
Gas Company (SSGC), Water Board, and the Fed-
eral Government.

The officials said that local coal produced in Ba-
lochistan can be used in the PSM and once the mill 
is revived it will produce three million tons of  steel. n

This was stated by the additional secretary, Ministry of Industries 
and Production while briefing the National Assembly Standing 
Committee on Industries and Production, which held a meeting 
under the chairmanship of Sajid Hussain Turi

Automakers to be 
fined on delayed 
order deliveries

The meeting was also 
informed by the Engineering 
Development Board (EDB) 

officials that under the policy, 
it has been decided to impose 

a fine of three percent plus 
Kibor on car companies 

delaying deliveries
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P
akistan’s IT exports grew by 58 percent 
during March 2021 and will expectedly 
cross the $2 billion mark by the end of  
the current fiscal year, for the first time, 

with the projection to reach $5 billion by 2023 and 
$10 billion by 2030. It needs to be noted that the 
growth level has been consistent throughout the 
current fiscal year.

Pakistan earned $1.52 billion through different 
Information Technology (IT) services during the 
first three quarters of  the financial year 2020-21, 
posting a growth of  43.61 percent in comparison 
to $1052.950 million earned through the provi-
sion of  services during the corresponding period 
of  the fiscal year 2019-20, the Pakistan Bureau of  
Statistics (PBS) reported.

During the period under review, the computer 
services grew by 46.56 percent as it surged from 
$812.040 million last year to $1190.110 million 
during July-March (2020-21).

Among the computer services, the exports of  
software consultancy services witnessed an in-
crease of  25.11 percent, from $314.418 million to 
$393.374 million. In comparison, the export and 
import of  computer software-related services also 
rose by 24.69 percent, from $236.501 million to 
$294.887 million.

During the period under review, the export 
of  information services also increased by 72.99 
percent, going up from $ 1.740 million to $3.010 
million.

Pakistan’s IT exports grew by 58 percent during 
March 2021 and will expectedly cross the $2 bil-

lion mark by the end of  the current fiscal year for 
the first time, with the projection to reach $5 bil-
lion by 2023 and $10 billion by 2030. It needs to 
be noted that the growth level has been consistent 
throughout the current fiscal year.

It is noted that the country has seen the larg-
est-ever number of  information technology com-
panies registered during the current fiscal year.

Pakistan Software Export Board (PSEB) Man-
aging Director Osman Nasir said the PSEB is ex-
tending maximum facilitation to the IT Industry 
in order to enhance exports of  IT products and 
services from Pakistan and ensure holistic IT in-
dustry growth.

“The multipronged efforts are bearing fruit as 
the number of  IT companies registered with the 
Security and Exchange Commission of  Pakistan 
has surged to over 10,000. Fiscal Year 2020-21 
witnessed the largest number of  IT company reg-
istrations, with 2,826 companies registered with 
the Securities and Exchange Commission of  Pa-
kistan,” Nasir said in a statement.

“This performance is especially laudable in 
view of  the global economic slowdown, demon-
strating the resilience of  Pakistan’s IT industry 
ecosystem,” the statement added.

PSEB MD said Karachi, Islamabad, and La-
hore have become Pakistan’s major tech hub and 
leading IT industry’s export growth. The next 
phase of  Pakistan’s IT/ITeS growth would come 
from secondary and tertiary cities of  Pakistan. 
PSEB’s office in Quetta would follow an all-in-
clusive approach for laying the foundation stone 

of  rapid industry growth in the province which 
would generate sustainable economic growth and 
job opportunities, he said. Work is also in ad-
vanced stages to set up Software Technology Parks 
in Quetta, Faisalabad, Bannu, Swat, Sukkur, and 
Khairpur in the first phase. Pakistan’s ICT indus-
try export remittances, including telecommuni-
cation, computer, and information services have 
risen to $1.298 billion at a growth rate of  41.4 
percent during July – February of  FY 2020-21, in 
comparison to $917.840 million during the July – 
February of  FY 2019-20.

The attached department of  the ministry of  IT 
and Telecom would be set up an office in Quetta 
soon for the development of  IT industry in Ba-
lochistan.

The IT sector in the country has shown sub-
stantial growth in the last few years. The coun-
try’s exports of  IT-related services have grown by 
40 percent in the last six months only. The State 
Bank of  Pakistan proposed changes to the existing 
foreign exchange regulations regarding borrowing 
from overseas in a bid to facilitate those fintech 
and startup companies that intend to invest in the 
form of  convertible debt instead of  directly as eq-
uity.

A new type of  loan may be introduced to meet 
the specific needs of  startup companies keeping 
in view the issues they are facing in raising capi-
tal, in the form of  convertible debt, from abroad 
under current regulations. A company may raise 
funds from abroad in the form of  convertible debt 
i.e. the lender shall have the option to convert the 
loan into the equity of  the borrowing company, 
subject to the terms and conditions.

Meanwhile, in India, Google, Facebook, Tele-
gram, LinkedIn and Tiger Global-backed Indian 
startups ShareChat and Koo, have either fully or 
partially complied with the South Asian nation’s 
new IT rules.

India’s new IT rules, unveiled in February this 
year, require firms to appoint and share contact 
details of  representatives tasked with compliance, 
nodal point of  reference, and grievance redressals 
to address on-ground concerns.

The aforementioned firms have complied with 
this requirement, the government note and a per-
son familiar with the matter said. 

Twitter has yet to comply with the rules. 
“Twitter sent a communication late last night, 
sharing details of  a lawyer working in a law firm 
in India as their Nodal Contact Person and Griev-
ance Officer,” a note prepared by New Delhi said, 
adding that the rules require the aforementioned 
officials to be direct employees.

Tension has been brewing between Twitter 
and the government of  India of  late. The police 
in Delhi visited Twitter offices to “serve a notice” 
about an investigation into its intel on classifying 
Indian politicians’ tweets as misleading. Twitter 

called the move a form of  intimidation, cited con-
cerns about its employees, and requested the gov-
ernment to respect citizens’ rights to free speech.

It is unclear at this point whether Apple, which 
operates iMessage, and Signal have complied with 
the rules.

India is a key overseas market for several tech-
nology giants, including Facebook and Google, 
both of  which identify the nation as its biggest 
market by users. Neighboring nation Pakistan, 
which had proposed similar rules as India last 
year, had to withdraw them after tech giants unit-
ed and threatened to leave the nation. n
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Among the computer services, the exports of software 
consultancy services witnessed an increase of 25.11 percent, 
from $314.418 million to $393.374 million. In comparison, the 
export and import of computer software-related services also 
rose by 24.69 percent, from $236.501 million to $294.887 million

IT sector exports 
record new growth 
of 43%

During the period under 
review, the export of informa-

tion services also increased 
by 72.99 percent, going up 

from $ 1.740 million to $3.010 
million





F
lare: As we all are aware that every year, 
June 5 is celebrated as World Environ-
ment Day. As Chief  Investment Officer 
Karandaaz Pakistan, anything you would 

like to share with our readers?
Navid Goraya: The climate of  Pakistan has 

become increasingly volatile over the past several 
decades; the situation can even get worse in the fu-
ture if  no steps are taken towards climate change 
mitigation and adoption. In addition to increased 
heat, drought, and extreme weather conditions in 
some parts of  Pakistan, the melting of  glaciers in 
the Himalayas threatens many of  the most import-
ant rivers of  Pakistan. According to the climate risk 
index score, Pakistan is ranked as the 5th worst af-
fected country in terms of  extreme climates caused 
by global warming in the last decade. 

“I believe that initiatives like celebrating World 
Environment Day are steps towards climate change 
adoption and mitigation besides creating awareness 
in the public. Green initiatives will not only benefit 
our lives by addressing health issues associated with 
environmental pollution but will have an economic 
impact as well. United Nations has estimated that 
annual losses of  USD 250 – 300 billion are incurred 
all around the globe as a result of  global warming.” 

Flare: This year’s theme of World Environ-
ment Day is ‘Ecosystem Restoration.’ Karandaaz 
Pakistan being a promoter to provide access to 
finance for micro, small and medium businesses, 
have you promoted any such businesses that are 
specifically Green Pakistan focused?

Navid Goraya: According to a USAID re-
search “Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Pakistan 
-2016”, sectors emitting greenhouse gases include 
the energy sector contributing 46 percent to overall 
emissions, followed by agriculture (41%), land-use 
change and forestry (6%), industrial processes (5%) 
and waste (2%). 

The total installed capacity of  the existing 
NTDC system is about 35,735 MW as of  30th June. 
The percentage wise share of  hydro, thermal, nucle-
ar, and REs (Bagasse, Solar, and Wind) in the ex-
isting NTDC capacity mix is about 31%, 60%, 4%, 
and 5% respectively. As much as 60% of  energy is 
generated through thermal power projects running 
on coal and fossil fuels that largely contribute to-
wards the emission of  GHGs. 

The Government of  Pakistan has set aggressive 
targets to increase the existing share of  renewable 
energy (RE) in the energy mix from 5% to 20% 
and 30% by 2025 and 2030 respectively. As per the 
World Bank VRE Integration and Planning study 
(November 2020) this would imply the addition of  
around 24,000 – 27,000 MW of  RE (solar & wind) 
into the system by 2030. Further, the hydel genera-
tion capacity of  56,000 MW is also planned to be 
added by 2047.

Karandaaz has already invested in the alternate 
energy generation segment. Karandaaz has provid-
ed funding to some of  the leading solar EPC con-
tractors to support the de-
velopment of  this segment.

Flare: Pakistan hosted 
this year’s World Environ-
ment Day in collaboration 
with the UN Environment 
Program (UNEP). Almost 
143 countries participated 
this year too. How pro-
ductive this could be for 
the businesses in Pakistan 
which are focusing on 
Green Energy kind of ini-
tiatives?

Navid Goraya: This 
year’s World Environment 
Day has a special significance because it is also 
the formal launch of  “United Nations Decade on 
Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030”. Hosting of  the 
World Environment Day 2021 by Pakistan is an 
acknowledgment of  our country’s swift transition 
towards a “clean and green.” 

This initiative will help change the perception 
of  other countries about Pakistan and will also en-
courage international investors and funding agen-

cies such as GCF, ADB, CDC, etc. to invest in the 
green initiatives of  Pakistan.

Flare: Under the recently launched ‘Green Fi-
nancing Innovations’ program by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, what Karandaaz Pakistan holds to 
play any vital role therein?

Navid Goraya: Karandaaz under the FCDO’s 
commitment to climate funding has expanded its 

mandate to green financ-
ing which includes RE 
generation and Energy 
Efficiency segment along 
with green building and 
green transportation.

Industrial sectors, such 
as cement, textile, fertiliz-
er, paper, and leather are 
energy-intensive with en-
ergy costs comprising up 
to 60% of  total production 
costs. According to studies 
by ENERCON, the energy 
conservation potential of  
25% exists in the industry, 

22-25% in buildings, 20-23% in transport, and 25% 
in agriculture.

1. Renewable Energy Generation: Karan-
daaz will provide funding to the small/medi-
um-sized projects that include, but not limited to, 
Wind, Hydro, Solar projects. 

2. Energy Efficiency: Karandaaz will target 
cement, textile, fertilizer, paper, and leather in-
dustries for EE initiatives. Karandaaz will provide 

funding for waste heat recovery systems, energy 
management in buildings, co-generation of  heat 
and power, and replacement of  inefficient equip-
ment.

3. Green Buildings: Karandaaz will assist 
the construction industry by providing funding to 
construct green buildings and the installation of  
building management systems. Karandaaz will also 
assist investee companies to achieve LEED/Bree-
am certification.

4. Green Transportation: Karandaaz will 
provide support to the investors in the Electric Ve-
hicle segment that will largely contribute to the re-
duction of  carbon emission. 

Flare: The World Bank has recently valued 
Pakistan’s marine wealth including mangroves 
and seagrass. The federal government is taking 
extra measures to arrest millions of tonnes of 
CO2 equivalent through mangroves. Will you en-
courage and facilitate any micro, small, and medi-
um-sized business to invest in this domain?
Other Initiatives by Pakistan Government
n GoP has developed a National Electric Ve-

hicle policy (“NEVP”) to promote electric and hy-
brid vehicles in Pakistan to reduce CO2 emissions.
n New Alternate and Renewable Energy 

Policy 2019 has been approved in October 2020 
in which various incentives have been provided to 
encourage the use of  RE and allied investment e.g. 
dollarized return, SBP financing, etc.
n Pakistan issued the first Green Eurobonds 

to raise USD 500 million for the development of  
Diamer-Bhasha and Mahmand dams.  n
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Chief Investment Officer, 
Karandaaz Pakistan Navid 
Goraya talking to the Flare 
panel says, “I believe that 
initiatives like celebrating 
World Environment Day, are 
steps towards climate change 
adoption and mitigation 
besides creating awareness in 
the public. Green initiatives 
will not only benefit our lives 
by addressing health issues 
associated with environmental 
pollution but will have an 
economic impact as well

World Environment Day
CIO Karandaaz 
Pakistan calls for 
strategic approach on 
environment impact 
assessment

Karandaaz under the FCDO’s 
commitment towards climate 

funding has expanded its 
mandate to green financing 

which includes RE generation 
and Energy Efficiency 

segment along with green 
building and green 

transportation



P
akistan Air Force (PAF) formally handed 
over three JF-17 Thunder fighter aircraft to 
the Nigerian Air Force (NAF). The aircraft 
were handed over to the NAF by the Paki-

stan Aeronautical Complex (PAC) Kamra during a 
ceremony held to celebrate the occasion.

Nigerian Minister for Defence Maj Gen (Rtd) 
Bashir Magashi was the guest of  honour at the cere-
mony, representing the president, whereas Air Mar-
shal Syed Noman Ali, Vice Chief  of  the Air Staff  
of  Pakistan was invited to attend the ceremony as 
the NAF’s special guest.

Maj Gen (Retd) Magashi expressed his gratitude 
to Pakistan and the PAF for the sustained bilateral 
cooperation and partnership between the two coun-
tries to enhance the Nigerian air forces’ capabilities.

He said it would go a long way to meet Nige-
ria’s security challenges. “We are happy and excited 
over the addition of  JF-17 fighter aircraft from Pa-
kistan,” he said.

Air Marshal Syed Noman Ali said the day would 
remain “a historical landmark” for Pakistan’s JF-17 
program, adding that it was also a reflection of  the 
strong military cooperation and mutual trust be-
tween Nigeria and Pakistan.

He expressed confidence in the JF-17 aircraft, 
saying that its unique fighting capabilities would 
prove to be a potent platform in addressing the se-
curity requirements of  Nigeria. He also assured the 
Nigerian major general that PAF and PAC Kamra 
would continue to provide support to the NAF in 
meeting its requirements.

In Nigeria, the Nigerian Air Force (NAF) has 
inducted three JF-17 Thunder fighter jets procured 
from Pakistan to modernise its fleet for air defence. 
The induction marked a significant milestone for 
Pakistan’s aircraft industry as well as the defence 
capabilities. The ceremony was held at Nigeria’s 
Makurdi Air Base where the JF-17 jet bearing tail 
number NAF722 was displayed.

Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari at-
tended the ceremony at the 57th anniversary of  the 
NAF. Pakistan approved the sale of  three aircraft to 
Nigeria under a $184 million contract.

Nigeria-Pakistan defence partnership:
“These aircraft have significantly boosted our 

operational effectiveness in the fight to defeat all 
threats to the nation,” NAF Chief  of  Air Staff  
(CAS) Air Marshal Isiaka Oladayo Amao said. The 
newly inducted JF-17 aircraft manufactured in Pa-
kistan, would serve as NAF’s frontline multi-role 
fighter jet and “equip and energise the NAF” and 
the entire Nigerian armed forces “towards combat-
ing terrorism, insurgency, and other threats.”

Nigerian Defence Minister Maj Gen Bashir 
Magashi appreciated the support of  the Pakistani 
government and Pakistan Air Force (PAF) for sus-
taining the partnership for enhancing NAF’s capa-
bilities to meet Nigeria’s security challenges.

Achievement for Pakistan’s aircraft industry:
PAF Vice Chief  of  Air Staff, Air Marshal Syed 

Noman Ali, who attended the ceremony in Nige-
ria, termed the induction of  JF-17 “a landmark” 
achievement and reflection of  “strong military 
cooperation between Pakistan and Nigeria.” The 
JF-17 aircraft’s unique fighting capabilities would 
prove to be a potent platform in addressing Nige-
ria’s security requirements, he said.

AVM Sohail Ahmad Malik, who was the for-
mer managing director of  JF-17 production project 
at the Aircraft Manufacturing Factory of  Pakistan 
Aeronautical Complex (PAC), believes that the ex-
port will attract global interest due to an affordable 
price tag of  the aircraft as opposed to its Western 
competitors. “There is tremendous potential for JF-
17 as it carries a lot of  value at a low price to meet 
specific defence requirements,” he said.

First African customer:
Speaking to Gulf  News, defence analyst Sha-

hid Raza termed it “a significant milestone for the 
Pakistan Aeronautical Complex and PAF as this is 
the first export order successfully delivered to an 
African customer” by Pakistan. The sale “will fur-
ther cement the defence ties between Pakistan and 
Nigeria,” as the PAF is also training Nigerian Air 
Force pilots and ground support crew for the JF-

17 Thunder, Super Mushak, and the older F-7NI 
aircraft of  NAF.

Nigerian Air Force recently inducted 23 new 
aircraft into its inventory, which also includes 10 
Super Mushshak trainer aircraft manufactured 
in Pakistan. “Nigeria is also likely to place a fol-
low-up order of  the JF-17 Thunder aircraft and 
remains a potential customer for Pakistani UAVs 
and weapon systems,” Raza said.

The first export customer for the JF-17 Thun-
der aircraft was Myanmar, followed by Nigeria. 
“With the development of  the advanced 4.5 gen-
eration Block-III variant of  JF-17 about to enter 
serial production, a number of  countries such as 
Malaysia, Argentina, Sri Lanka, Azerbaijan, Iraq, 
Egypt have been identified as potential custom-
ers,” Raza said. “The air forces that are currently 
flying older Soviet, American, and French aircraft 
are also seen as potential customers,” he added.

JF-17 Thunder:
JF-17 Thunder is a single-engine, lightweight, 

multirole combat aircraft, jointly developed by 
China’s Chengdu Aircraft Industry Corporation 
(CAC) and Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC) 
Kamra. The combat and battle-proven fighter jet 
is described as the backbone of  PAF due to its ex-
ceptional air-to-air and air-to-surface combat ca-
pabilities.

PAF currently operates nearly 120 JF-17 fight-
er jets. “The state-of-the-art avionics, optimally in-
tegrated sub-systems, computerised flight controls 
and capability to employ latest weapons provides 
a decisive advantage to JF-17 over adversaries of  
the same class,” according to PAF.

With the manufacturing of  JF-17 Thunder 
Pakistan has joined the elite group of  countries 
domestically developing fighter jets. Pakistan re-
cently started the production of  the advanced 
JF-17 Thunder Block-III variant – a 4.5-genera-
tion aircraft equipped with active electronically 
scanned array (AESA) radar, holographic head-
up display, single piece man-machine interface, 
multi-axis fly-by-wire, helmet-mounted display, 
optimised electronic warfare and countermeasures 
suite. It is also equipped with integrated missile 
approach warning receivers, additional hardpoint, 
and boasts significantly enhanced combat capa-
bility due to the integration of  the 5th generation 
high-off-boresight PL-10 and extended range be-
yond-visual-range (BVR) PL-15 missiles along 
with other smart munitions, sensors, and pods, ac-
cording to experts. n

Nigerian Defence Minister Maj Gen Bashir Magashi appreciated 
the support of the Pakistani government and Pakistan Air 
Force (PAF) for sustaining the partnership for enhancing NAF’s 
capabilities to meet Nigeria’s security challenges

Nigeria buys 3 JF-17 
Thunder fighter jets 
from Pakistan

Nigerian President 
Muhammadu Buhari attend-
ed the ceremony at the 57th 

anniversary of the NAF. 
Pakistan approved the sale of 
three aircraft to Nigeria under 

a $184 million contract
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P
i Network (PI) is the newest digital coin 
to grab the attention of  the cryptocur-
rency community, even before it has fully 
launched. Some users view it as a way to 

get involved in a cryptocurrency from the ground 
up and profit in the future, in the same way, the ear-
ly Bitcoin adopters have racked up massive gains 
from mining and holding the coin. However, others 
have likened Pi to a multi-level marketing (MLM) 
scam that holds no value.

But what is Pi Network and how does it work? 
Have you heard of  the Pi cryptocurrency and are 
you interested in finding out more about it as a po-
tential investment?

This article provides an overview of  what the Pi 
Network aims to achieve and how the Pi cryptocur-
rency price prediction is already taking shape.

Pi Network is a digital currency project that 
aims to keep crypto-mining accessible as the cen-
tralisation of  the first generation of  currencies like 
Bitcoin has put them out of  reach of  everyday users. 
The Pi Network, developed by a team of  Stanford 
graduates, enables users to mine coins using its mo-
bile phone app, validating transactions on a distrib-
uted record. With branding based on the number 
π, Phase one of  the project launched in 2019 on Pi 
Day, March 14, with its free Pi mining app. By June 
2019, the network had more than 100,000 active 
users, and a year later when Phase two launched 
there were more than 3.5 million. The app started 
running ads in May 2020 to provide a source of  fi-
nancing for the project. The user base reached 14 
million in March 2021, having crossed the 12 mil-
lion mark in February.

Pi Coin is the cryptocurrency that runs on the Pi 
network, and as with other cryptos such as Bitcoin, 
PI was designed to undergo regular “halving” to 
protect its scarcity. Halving is when the number of  

coins that a miner receives for processing new trans-
actions is reduced by half  when a certain milestone 
is reached. Pi’s mining rate halved from 1.6 π per 
hour when it reached 100,000 users, halved again 
to 0.4 π per hour when it reached one million, and 
again to 0.2 π when it reached 10 million. It will 
continue to halve, reaching zero at one billion users.

During the current second phase of  the project, 
users can volunteer to test out Pi Node desktop 
software on their computer. But when will Phase 
three launch – will it be in 2021? According to the 
developers, the start of  the third phase has not been 
predetermined but depends on the progress made in 
the second phase.

Unlike nodes in networks such as Bitcoin or 
Ethereum that use proof-of-work protocols, Pi 
Nodes use an algorithm based on the Stellar Con-
sensus Protocol (SCP). Pi Nodes validate transac-
tions on a distributed ledger and reach a consensus 
on the order of  new transactions that the ledger re-
cords.

Under the SCP, Pi Nodes form security circles, 
or groups, of  three to five trusted people known to 

each of  the networks’ users. Security circles build a 
global trust network that prevents fraudulent trans-
actions, as transactions can only be validated on the 
shared ledger if  the trusted nodes approve them.

If  you are wondering how to buy Pi Coin for 
your portfolio, it is not yet possible. Users that have 
mined the Pi cryptocurrency will only be able to 
withdraw or exchange their coins during the third 
phase of  the project when Pi moves to a completely 
decentralised blockchain. Pi cannot be transferred 
during the testing phase, to prevent fake accounts 
from accumulating coins, according to the project 
website. Pi wallet balances are expected to be hon-
oured when Pi shifts from the testnet to a mainnet, 
when the blockchain protocol comes out of  devel-
opment and is fully deployed. 

As a result, Pi Coin is not yet available to trade 
on any of  the cryptocurrency exchanges or trad-
ing platforms. Once Phase three launches, holders 
will be able to take full control of  their private and 
public wallet keys and use the coin to buy products 
and services on Pi’s peer-to-peer marketplace or ex-
change it for fiat currency. Without the keys, users 
cannot transfer or spend the currency they hold.

The Pi mobile app acts as a cryptocurrency wal-
let, linked to a user’s phone number or Facebook 
account. As with other public blockchains, the Pi 
blockchain will allow external wallets to hold Pi 
coins and transact with them by submitting trans-
actions directly to the blockchain. However, unlike 
other blockchains, its developers have not yet re-
leased its source code.

In December 2020, the Pi developers introduced 
a new Pi Brainstorming app to allow users to pro-
pose app ideas, join projects and engage other users.

Early adopters are accumulating Pi crypto in an-
ticipation that the price will rise sharply after Phase 
3 goes live. Although the coin’s mining rate has 
been reduced by halving, users can increase their 
mining rate by connecting with other active miners. 
New users can only join the Pi Network if  they have 
a referral code from another user.

The project’s developers claim that the securi-
ty of  the Pi Network is enhanced by personal net-
works, encouraging users to bring in friends and 
family – which is prompting skepticism that it is a 
multi-level marketing or pyramid scheme. Howev-
er, it is worth noting that users can only earn coins 
from their own direct networks – and not from their 
connections’ networks as with an MLM scheme.

Some cryptocurrency observers have already 
started to make their Pi Network value prediction. 
Let’s take a look at what the Pi price is likely to 
be when it starts trading. Digitalcoinprice.com’s 
Pi Network price prediction 2021-2025 projected 
that the coin’s price would rise from an average of  
0.0107 against the US dollar in 2021 to $0.0127 in 
2022, and $0.0212 by 2025. Over the longer term, 
it predicted the Pi price to average $0.0319 by 2028. 
In the meantime, algorithm-based forecasting ser-
vice Wallet Investor has a Pi Coin price prediction 
of  $0.0132, with a downside of  $0.00743.

Depending on the number of  cryptocurrency us-
ers and exchanges that adopt Pi, the bull case could 
see the price of  Pi reach $1 if  it launches by the end 
of  2021, according to crypto exchange Changelly. 
Over the longer term, the price could rise to $5 by 
2025, Changelly predicts.

Will Pi Coin cross $1 in the future? Follow Cap-
ital.com to be one of  the first to discover the up-
dated PI/USD price forecast once any further data 
becomes available. n
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Depending on the number of cryptocurrency users and 
exchanges that adopt Pi, the bull case could see the price of Pi 
reach $1 if it launches by the end of 2021, according to crypto 
exchange Changelly

Pi Coin: another 
scam or next BTC?

The app started running 
ads in May 2020 to provide 

a source of financing for 
the project. The user base 

reached 14 million in March 
2021, having crossed the 12 
million mark in February





S
audi Arabia is tightening the screws on vac-
cine sceptics, barring them from pilgrimages 
and overseas travel and blocking access to 
universities, malls, and offices in a conten-

tious effort to boost inoculations.
So-called anti-vaxxers threaten to jeopardise 

global efforts to beat the coronavirus pandemic, 
health experts say, but the Gulf  autocracies, includ-
ing Saudi Arabia, are cranking up the pressure on 
those refusing to get vaccinated.

Riyadh is accelerating a nationwide vaccination 
drive as it moves to revive tourism and host sports 
and entertainment extravaganzas, all pandemic-hit 
sectors that are a bedrock of  the “Vision 2030” pro-
gram to diversify the oil-reliant economy.

Sparking rumblings of  discontent, the Kingdom 
has allowed only vaccinated pilgrims or those who 
have recovered from Covid-19 within the previous 
six months to perform the year-round umrah pil-
grimage.

A similar move is expected for the upcoming an-
nual Hajj, a key rite of  passage for Muslims, sourc-
es close to the government said.

This month, only vaccinated or immunised cit-
izens were allowed to travel abroad after the King-
dom lifted a ban on overseas trips introduced last 
year at the start of  the pandemic.

Further riling public sentiment, the kingdom 
has said that from August 1, vaccinations will be 
mandatory to enter government and private estab-
lishments, including educational institutions and 
entertainment venues, as well as to use public trans-
port.

The sweeping announcement came just days af-
ter authorities said only vaccinated public and pri-
vate sector workers would be allowed to return to 
the workplace.

The decisions have sparked pushback on social 
media from vaccine sceptics, with hashtags such as 
“No to compulsory vaccination” and “My body, 
my choice” gaining traction.

“You won’t be able to do any of  the following,” 
wrote one Twitter user.

“Can’t travel! Can’t work! Can’t go to public 
places! Can’t even buy food! Can’t study!”

‘Coercive’ 
The measures in the absolute monarchy stand in 

contrast to incentives offered by liberal democracies 
like the United States, where cash prizes, baseball 
tickets, and even free beer are being offered to boost 
vaccinations.

“A monarchy like Saudi Arabia can enforce such 
principles and this is likely to be effective in urging 
some who did not want to get vaccinated,” Monica 
Gandhi, a professor of  medicine at the University 
of  California, told a foreign news agency.”Howev-
er, it can be perceived as coercive.” 

Other Gulf  governments are taking similar 

steps. The neighbouring emirate of  Dubai, one of  
seven that make up the United Arab Emirates, said 
this month that only vaccinated people would be 
allowed to attend sports events and concerts.

Bahrain has announced plans to temporarily 
restrict entry to malls, restaurants, cinemas, and sa-
lons to those who have been immunised.

In Qatar, Kuwait, and the UAE, which have re-
ported the highest number of  infections in the Gulf, 
citizens have launched social media campaigns 
against mandatory vaccinations.

But Saudi Arabia, the biggest Arab economy, 
appears bent on pressing ahead in tandem with 
efforts to reintroduce high-profile events that help 
soften its ultra-conservative image.

Little room for ‘personal choices’ 
Saudi Arabia could offer a record fee of  over 

$150 million to stage a boxing clash between Tyson 
Fury and Anthony Joshua this year, ESPN report-
ed in April.

The Kingdom is also set to host a Davos-style 
investment summit in October and its first-ever For-
mula One Grand Prix in December.

“Vaccinations are crucial for getting the Saudi 
economic engine running at full speed again,” Rob-

ert Mogielnicki, a resident scholar at the Arab Gulf  
States Institute in Washington, told the media.

“Higher vaccination rates will support key non-
oil industries, such as tourism. Saudi officials want 
to ensure the show will go on with more concerts, 
cultural events, and entertainment opportunities.”

But the kingdom still has a long way to go, and 
it remains unclear how it will inoculate a bulk of  its 
population before August.

Saudi Arabia’s health ministry says it has ad-
ministered more than 12 million coronavirus vac-
cine doses, in a country with a population of  over 
34 million.

Amid apparent supply shortages, the Kingdom 
has delayed the second dose for many residents de-
spite an uptick in infections.

The country has reported over 440,000 corona-
virus cases and more than 7,200 deaths.

Still, it is unlikely to tolerate vaccine hesitancy, 
which like other parts of  the world is driven by mis-
information as well as concerns over long-term side 
effects of  vaccines developed in record time.

“Regarding anti-vaxxers in the kingdom, there 
is not much room for personal choices that clash 
with Saudi Vision 2030,” said Mogielnicki. n
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So-called anti-vaxxers threaten to jeopardise global efforts 
to beat the coronavirus pandemic, health experts say, but the 
Gulf autocracies, including Saudi Arabia, are cranking up the 
pressure on those refusing to get vaccinated

Saudi tightening the 
screws on 
anti-vaxxers as it 
eyes economic uplift

The decisions have sparked 
pushback on social media 

from vaccine sceptics, with 
hashtags such as “No to 

compulsory vaccination” and 
“My body, my choice” gaining 

traction



I
n a major development towards enhanc-
ing the IT industry growth in Pakistan, two 
MoUs (Memorandum of  Understandings) 
were signed for setting up software technolo-

gy parks in Faisalabad and Rawalpindi. 
A ceremony in this regard was held in the Min-

istry of  Information Technology (IT) that also at-
tended by Secretary IT & Telecom Shoaib Ahmad 
Siddiqui among distinguished guests.

The software technology park in Faisalabad 
will be set up at Ali Fatima College of  Science 
& Technology of  Sitara Chemicals on a space of  
19,500 sq. ft. It is the first-ever software technolo-
gy park being set up in Faisalabad. 

In Rawalpindi, the software technology park 
will be established at Amazon Outlet Mall on a 
space of  44,000 sq. ft that will address the demand 
of  the technology sector along with software tech-
nology parks in Islamabad/Rawalpindi. 

Secretary IT Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui address-
ing the ceremony described the IT industry as 
standing at the top priority of  the present govern-
ment for the improvement of  Pakistan’s economy, 
jobs creation, and uplifting the overall quality of  
life of  people. 

He said the industry was getting strong govern-
ment support and extremely attractive incentives. 

There were several projects intended to facili-
tate and assist the IT industry in its growth trajec-
tory and ensure continued momentum in local and 
export earnings upward, he added. 

Shoaib Siddiqui commended the IT profes-
sionals and entrepreneurs for making Pakistan’s 
ICT industry a success story, having achieved a 
stellar remittances inflow growth rate and making 
it the country’s largest net exporter in the services 
sector. He stressed the need for close creating li-
aison between the IT industry and public sector 
entities for ensuring a holistic growth of  Pakistan’s 
IT sector. He also thanked overseas Pakistanis for 
their investment in Amazon Mall, which would 
now also help the IT companies in generating jobs 
and enhancing exports.

Managing Director of  Pakistan Software Ex-
port Board (PSEB), Osman Nasir said there was 
strong demand for STPs in the country. Due to a 
booming IT industry, STPs were being set up on 
the basis of  public-private sector partnerships. 

The PSEB, he said, was converting unused 
buildings into state-of-the-art Software Technolo-
gy Parks (STPs). 

He said work was underway for establishing 
software technology parks in the universities, in-
cluding Sir Syed University of  Engineering and 
Technology (SSUET) Karachi, Quaid-e-Awam 
University of  Engineering, Sciences & Technol-
ogy University (QUEST), Nawabshah, Bannu 
University, Ultrasoft Building Quetta, Vertexsoft 
Building Swat, and IBA Sukkur. 

It is pertinent to mention that Information 
Technology and Telecommunication Industry 
has achieved a 43.61 percent growth rate com-
pared to the corresponding period, July-March 
2019-20, during which IT exports remittances 
inflow totaled $1.052 million. According to the 
report, Information and Communication Tech-
nology ((ICT) Pakistan’s ICT export remittanc-
es, including telecommunication, computer, and 
information services have 
surged to $1.512 billion 
during July-March 2020-
21, thus maintaining the 
track record of  delivering 
consecutive exports re-
mittances inflow growth. 
Meanwhile, the Pakistan 
Software Export Board 
(PSEB), an entity of  the 
Ministry of  Information 
Technology and Telecom-
munication, has launched 
a comprehensive project 
aimed at enhancing the quality and capability of  
IT professionals in Pakistan. The project would 
improve the skill-set of  IT professionals by im-
parting them training in modern-day’s state-of-

the-art technologies such as machine learning, 
blockchain, e-commerce management, digital 
marketing, penetration testing, and mean/full-
stack development, said a press release. The 
PSEB would also provide training and assistance 

for obtaining interna-
tional certifications such 
as AWS certified solution 
architect, CCNA, CEH, 
and Computer Hacking 
Forensic Investigator. 
MD PSEB, Osman Nasir, 
said that the programme 
is 100 percent free for IT 
graduates and employees 
of  the public sector or-
ganisation while 90 per-
cent cost of  training and 
certification of  the pri-

vate sector IT professionals would be subsidized 
by Pakistan Software Export Board.

On the other hand, Minister for Informa-
tion Technology and Telecommunication Syed 
Aminul Haque has said that a Pakistani IT proj-

ect has been declared as a champion by a world 
body which shows how the country’s IT sector is 
picking up pace and progressing.

This project, coming from the National Incu-
bation Center, was declared champion in catego-
ry 6 of  the ICT Enabling Environment of  ITU fo-
rum for WSIS 2021, where a number of  projects 
in the IT field from around the world took part 
in the competition. The Minister further men-
tioned that over 1270 IT projects were a part of  
the World Information Society content under the 
International Telecommunication Union.

All 1270 of  these projects were hyper-focused 
on sustainable development and further leverage 
technological advancements for humanity. Lat-
er on, the ITU had shortlisted 360 projects and 
opened them for voting. Almost 1.3 million ex-
perts from across the globe had declared 5 projects 
as champions where Pakistan’s project turned out 
to be one of  them.

These IT projects have been sent to the Com-
munication Union in Pakistan for the last 10 years 
however this time Pakistan went over as champion 
after such a long period of  time. n

The software technology park in Faisalabad will be set up at Ali 
Fatima College of Science & Technology of Sitara Chemicals 
on a space of 19,500 sq. ft and in Rawalpindi, the software 
technology park will be established at Amazon Outlet Mall on 
a space of 44,000 sq. ft that will address the demand of the 
technology sector along with software technology parks in 
Islamabad/Rawalpindi

Two more software 
technology parks to be 
set up in Rawalpindi, 
Faisalabad

A ceremony in this regard 
was held in the Ministry of 

Information Technology (IT) 
that was also attended by Sec-

retary IT& Telecom Shoaib 
Ahmad Siddiqui among other 

distinguished guests 
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F
rom biryani to pilau, Pakistan and India’s 
shared culinary landscape is defined by 
Basmati, distinctive long-grain rice now at 
the center of  the latest tussle between the 

bitter rivals.
India has applied for an exclusive trademark that 

would grant it sole ownership of  the Basmati title in 
the European Union, setting off  a dispute that could 
deal a major blow to Pakistan’s position in a vital 
export market.

“It’s like dropping an atomic bomb on us,” said 
Ghulam Murtaza, co-owner of  Al-Barkat Rice Mills 
just south of  Lahore, Pakistan’s second-largest city. 
Pakistan immediately opposed India s move to gain 
Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) from the 
European Commission.

India is the largest rice exporter in the world, net-
ting $6.8 billion in annual earnings, with Pakistan 
in the fourth position at $2.2 billion, according to 
UN figures. The two countries are the only global 
exporters of  Basmati rice.

“(India) has caused all this fuss over there so 
they can somehow grab one of  our target markets,” 
said Murtaza, whose fields are barely five kilometers 
(three miles) from the Indian border.

“Our whole rice industry is affected,” he add-
ed. From Karachi to Kolkata, Basmati is a staple 
in everyday diets across southern Asia. It is eaten 
alongside spicy meat and vegetable curries and is the 
star of  the endlessly varied biryani dishes featured 
at weddings and celebrations across both countries, 
which only split following independence from Brit-
ish colonial rule in 1947.

They have since fought three wars, with the lat-
est skirmish in 2019 involving the first cross-border 
airstrikes in nearly 50 years. Diplomatic relations 
have been tense for decades and both countries rou-
tinely attempt to malign each other on the interna-
tional stage.

Pakistan has expanded Basmati rice exports to 
the EU over the past three years, taking advantage 
of  India’s difficulties meeting stricter European 
pesticide standards. It now fills two-thirds of  the re-
gion’s approximately 300,000-ton annual demand, 
according to the European Commission.

“For us, this is a very, very important market,” 
says Malik Faisal Jahangir, vice-president of  the Pa-
kistan Rice Exporters Association, who claims Pa-
kistani Basmati is more organic and “better in quali-
ty”. PGI status grants intellectual property rights for 
products linked to a geographic area where at least 
one stage of  production, processing, or preparation 
takes place.

Indian Darjeeling tea, coffee from Colombia, 
and several French hams are among the popular 
products with PGI status. It differs from Protect-
ed Designation of  Origin, which requires all three 
stages to take place in the concerned region, as in 
the case of  cheeses such as French brie or Italian 
gorgonzola.

Such products are legally guarded against im-
itation and misuse in countries bound by the pro-
tection agreement and a quality recognition stamp 
allows them to sell for higher prices.

India says it did not claim in its application to be 
the only producer of  the distinctive rice grown in the 
Himalayan foothills, but attaining PGI status would 
nevertheless grant it this recognition.

“India and Pakistan have been exporting and 
competing in a healthy way in different markets for 
almost 40 years… I don’t think the PGI will change 
that,” Vijay Setia, former president of  the Indian 
Rice Exporters Association, told AFP.

As per EU rules, the two countries must try to 
negotiate an amicable resolution by September, after 
India asked for a three-month extension, a spokes-
man for the European Commission told the Agency.

“Historically, both the reputation and geograph-
ic area (for Basmati) are common to India and Paki-
stan,” says legal researcher Delphine Marie-Vivien. 
“There have already been quite a few cases of  oppo-
sition to geographical indication applications in Eu-
rope, and each time a compromise has been found.”

After years of  procrastination, the Pakistani 
government in January demarcated where Basmati 
can be harvested in the country. It also announced it 
would assign similar protected status to pink Hima-
layan salt and other vaunted agricultural products.

Pakistan hopes to convince India to instead sub-
mit a “joint application” in the name of  the com-
mon heritage that Basmati represents, Jahangir said. 

“I am confident that we will reach a (positive) con-
clusion very soon… the world knows that Basmati 
comes from both countries,” he added.

If  an agreement cannot be reached and the EU 
rules in India’s favour, Pakistan could appeal to the 
European courts, but the long review process could 
leave its rice industry in limbo.

A couple of  weeks ago, Pakistan already de-
clared it will file an opposition against India’s claim 
of  geographical indication (GI) tag for Basmati rice 
in the EU. 

The decision was made in a meeting chaired by 
Abdul Razak Dawood, the prime minister’s advisor 
for commerce, at the capital Islamabad.

The meeting was attended by the commerce 
secretary, chairman of  the Intellectual Property Or-
ganization, representatives of  the Rice Exporters 
Association of  Pakistan, and the government’s legal 
advisors.

“Pakistan will vehemently oppose India’s appli-
cation in the EU and restrain India from obtaining 
exclusive GI tag of  Basmati rice,” Radio Pakistan 
quoted Dawood as saying.

The Minister ensured the rice exporters of  pro-
tecting their claim of  GI for Basmati rice.

Exporters informed the Minister that Pakistan is 
a major grower and producer of  Basmati rice and 
that Indian stands no justification to claim exclusive 
rights to this commodity.

In 2006, the EU under its special rules recog-
nized Basmati as a joint product of  Pakistan and 
India. n
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Pakistan has expanded Basmati rice exports to the EU over the 
past three years, taking advantage of India’s difficulties meeting 
stricter European pesticide standards. It now fills two-thirds 
of the region’s approximately 300,000-ton annual demand, 
according to the European Commission

Pakistan to file an 
opposition against 
India’s claim of GI tag 
for Basmati rice in EU

India and Pakistan, the only 
global exporters of Basmati 

rice, engage in a dispute 
because India has applied for 
an exclusive trademark that 

would grant it sole ownership 
of the Basmati title





L
ike other parts of  the globe, World No 
Tobacco Day was also observed in Paki-
stan to create awareness among the peo-
ple about the hazardous health effects of  

smoking and medical complications related to the 
use of  tobacco and items related to it. 

As much as 19 percent of  people over the age 
of  15 years use tobacco in any form in Pakistan 
where annually 118,000 people lose life due to 
smoking tobacco besides Rs 615 billion is spent 
on treating smoking-related illness in a year. 

The country has placed a complete ban on ad-
vertising tobacco and tobacco-related products. 
The sale of  loose cigarettes is prohibited as well 
as the display of  banners and placards of  cigarette 
brands at the point of  sale while selling cigarettes 
near educational institutions has been declared 
illegal. 

Pakistan made a commitment in 2005, when it 
signed the World Health Organization’s (WHO) 
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 
(FCTC), to reduce tobacco consumption and en-
sure the right of  people to the highest standards 
of  health. 

Globally, the tobacco epidemic is one of  the 
biggest public health threats that kill more than 
eight million people a year around the world. 
More than seven million of  these deaths are 
the result of  direct tobacco consumption while 
around 1.2 million are the result of  non-smokers 
being exposed to second-hand smoke. 

All forms of  tobacco are harmful, and there 
is no safe level of  exposure to tobacco. Cigarette 
smoking is the most common form of  tobacco use 
all over the world. Other tobacco products include 
waterpipe tobacco, various smokeless tobacco 
products, cigars, cigarillos, roll-your-own tobacco, 
pipe tobacco, bidis, and kreteks. 

According to WHO, the use of  waterpipe to-
bacco damages health in similar ways as the use 
of  cigarette tobacco (commonly called smoking). 
However, the health hazards of  waterpipe tobac-
co use are often little understood by the users. 
Smokeless tobacco use is highly addictive and 
damaging to health. 

Smokeless tobacco contains many cancer-caus-
ing toxins and its use increases the risk of  cancer 
of  the brain, neck, throat, oesophagus, and oral 
cavity (including cancer of  the mouth, tongue, lip 
and gums), as well as various dental diseases. 

Over 80 percent of  the 1.3 billion tobacco users 
worldwide live in low and middle-income coun-
tries, where the burden of  tobacco-related illness 
and death is the heaviest. Tobacco use contributes 
to poverty by diverting household spending from 
basic needs such as food and shelter, to tobacco. 

The WHO said that second-hand smoke is the 
smoke that fills enclosed spaces when people burn 
tobacco products such as cigarettes, bidis, and 
water pipes. There is no safe level of  exposure to 
second-hand tobacco smoke, which causes more 
than 1.2 million premature deaths per year and 
serious cardiovascular and respiratory diseases. 

Almost half  of  the children regularly breathe 
air polluted by tobacco smoke in public places, 
and 65,000 die each year from illnesses attribut-
able to second-hand smoke. 

In infants, it raises the risk of  sudden infant 
death syndrome while in pregnant women, it 
causes pregnancy complications and low birth 
weight. It said that smoke-free laws protect the 
health of  non-smokers and are popular, as they 
do not harm businesses and encourage smokers 
to give up smoking. It is said that large pictorial 
or graphic health warnings, including plain pack-
aging with hard-hitting messages, can persuade 
smokers to protect the health of  non-smokers by 
discouraging smoking at home and compliance 
with smoke-free laws and quit tobacco use in the 
long run. 

Studies show that pictorial warnings signifi-
cantly increase people’s awareness of  the harms 
of  tobacco use. Mass media campaigns can also 
reduce the demand for tobacco by promoting the 
protection of  non-smokers and by convincing 
people to stop using tobacco, the WHO noted. 

It said that comprehensive bans on tobacco 
advertising, promotion, and sponsorship can re-
duce tobacco consumption. The WHO said that 
tobacco taxes are the most cost-effective way to 
reduce tobacco use and health care costs, espe-
cially among youth and low-income people, while 
increasing revenue in many countries. 

The added tax needs to be high enough to 
push prices up above income growth. An increase 
of  tobacco prices by 10 percent decreases tobacco 
consumption by about 4 percent in high-income 
countries and about 5 percent in low- and mid-
dle-income countries. Studies show that few peo-
ple understand the specif-
ic health risks of  tobacco 
use.

However, when smok-
ers become aware of  the 
dangers of  tobacco, most 
want to quit. Without 
cessation support, only 4 
percent of  attempts to quit 
tobacco will succeed while 
professional support and 
proven cessation medica-
tions can more than dou-
ble a tobacco user’s chance of  successful quitting. 

The illicit trade in tobacco products poses 
major health, economic, and security concerns 
around the world. It is estimated that one in ev-
ery 10 cigarettes and tobacco products consumed 
globally is illicit.

On the other hand, smokers have up to a 50 
percent higher risk of  developing severe diseases 
and death from coronavirus, the World Health Or-

ganization (WHO) Director-General, Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, has said.

On World No Tobacco Day 2021, he reminded 
that the nicotine found in tobacco is highly addic-
tive and creates dependence, and the behavioral 
and emotional ties to tobacco use– like having a 
cigarette with coffee, craving tobacco, and feel-
ings of  sadness or stress– make it hard to kick the 
habit.

However, with professional support and cessa-
tion services, tobacco users double their chances 
of  quitting successfully, WHO, a Geneva-based 
UN agency, said. Currently, over 70 percent of  

the 1.3 billion tobacco us-
ers worldwide lack access 
to the tools they need, and 
the gap in access to cessa-
tion services was further 
exacerbated in the last 
year as the health work-
force was mobilized to 
handle the pandemic.

“Smokers have up 
to a 50 percent higher 
risk of  developing severe 
disease and death from 

COVID-19, so quitting is best thing smokers can 
do to lower their risk from this coronavirus, as well 
as the risk of  developing cancers, heart disease, and 
respiratory illnesses,” the WHON chief  said.

“We urge all countries to play their part by join-
ing the WHO campaign and creating tobacco-free 
environments that give people the information, 
support, and tools they need to quit, and quit for 
good”, he added. n
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The country has placed a complete ban on advertising tobacco 
and tobacco-related products. The sale of loose cigarettes is 
prohibited as well as the display of banners and placards of 
cigarette brands at the point of sale while selling cigarettes 
near educational institutions has been declared illegal

World No Tobacco 
Day observed

All forms of tobacco are 
harmful, and there is no safe 
level of exposure to tobacco. 

Smoking is the most common 
form of tobacco use all over 

the world





L
arge-scale migration of  people from rural 
areas to the bigger cities for better access 
to basic amenities and employment op-
portunities without proper urban plan-

ning has caused rapid urbanization whereof  the 
standard of  living in cities has been badly affected. 

Employment opportunities in cities are one of  
the main pull factors. Many industries are located 
in cities that offer opportunities to get handsome 
wages. There are also more educational institu-
tions providing courses and training in a wide 
range of  subjects and skills. People are attracted to 
an urban lifestyle and the ‘bright lights’ of  city life. 
All of  these factors result in both temporary and 
permanent migration to urban areas.

Poor living conditions and lack of  opportuni-
ties for paid employment in rural areas are push 
factors. People are moving away from rural areas 
because of  poor healthcare, inadequate education-
al and economic opportunities as well as environ-
mental changes, droughts, floods, lack of  avail-
ability of  sufficiently productive land, and other 
pressures on rural livelihoods.

In developed countries, cities are regarded as 
engines of  economic growth, innovations, and en-
trepreneurship. But in Pakistan, the huge flow of  
migration due to multiple factors has turned the 
cities into hotbeds of  discontent mainly owing to 
overpopulation. 

The massive urbanization has also made it a 
challenge for the policy-makers to plan for thick-
ly populated urban centers. Therefore, if  not all 
but a majority of  urban areas are facing problems 
like air and noise pollution, water, sanitation, and 
transport. A proper sewerage and waste disposal 
mechanism is also not in place to sustain the bur-
den due to urbanization. 

The urbanization challenge seeks serious at-
tention from the policy-makers to strike a balance 
between industrial growth and the basic needs of  
the citizens. Similarly, the agriculture sector which 
dominated the country’s economy for decades also 
needs attention to enhance productivity to meet 
the growing needs of  food. 

But over the years, unplanned urbanization 
without sound public policies has posed a number 
of  challenges by creating urban slums and envi-
ronmental degradation. Therefore, urbanization 
seeks well-conceived policies to ensure the avail-
ability of  basic amenities of  life to the growing 
population. As per the available data of  the Unit-
ed Nations Development Program, Pakistan has a 
36.4 percent population in the urban areas — the 
highest urbanization rate in South Asia. It is also 
estimated that after 2025, more than half  of  the 
population in Pakistan would be living in cities. 
However, this challenge could be addressed with 
indigenous solutions of  sustainable policies, effec-
tive implementation, and evaluation by ensuring 
transparency, social justice, participation, efficien-
cy, and accountability. 

When contacted, spokesperson of  the Paki-
stan Bureau of  Statistics (PBS), Attiq-ur-Rehman 
told Flare that the last census was conducted in 
March 2017 and its provisional results were also 
published. 

However, he said, the detailed final results of  
the census would be published after the approval 
by the Council of  Common Interests (CCI). “The 
final report of  Pakistan Demographic Survey that 
includes the detailed statistics of  births, deaths, 
migration within the country and from abroad, 
would be published till July 2021”, he added.  

Sophia Siddique, an Islamabad-based jour-
nalist said the cities have expanded with massive 
population growth in almost all directions, with-
out appropriate planning. She said: “The govern-
ment needed to come up with a policy to facilitate 
people of  the rural areas to curb the high ratio of  
urbanization.” People often come to cities to get 
some employment but after some time they get set-
tled there permanently,” she added.

Khalid Aziz, a Rawalpindi-based construction 
contractor said, “The coronavirus has de-acceler-
ated the trend of  urbanization up to some extent 
due to work-from-home on internet and mobile 

phone.” He said more than 27 percent of  people 
in the United States have started working online in 
the wake of  the coronavirus pandemic.

Hussan Nabi Siddique, a government employ-
ee termed the city life mechanical adding, once 
anyone adopts the urban lifestyle and gets settled, 
it became hard for him to change his mind. He 
said, “no doubt, employment opportunities attract 
people to urban centers but in reality, the essence 
of  life was in the rural areas, social life, natural 
beauty of  the rustic landscape, and well-connected 
family life.” 

Despite living in the city for years, people had 
to stay connected with their relatives back in their 
rural areas, he added.

Although people are pulled towards the ad-
vantages of  cities, the impacts of  urbanization are 
mixed. First, we will look at the many positive im-
pacts of  urbanization before going on to describe 
some of  the challenges created by rapid unplanned 
urban growth. 

Thriving towns and cities are an essential ele-
ment of  a prosperous national economy. The gath-
ering of  economic and human resources in one 
place stimulates innovation and development in 

business, science, technology, and industry. Access 
to education, health, social services, and cultural 
activities is more readily available to people in cit-
ies than in villages. In cities, child survival rates 
are better than in rural areas because of  better ac-
cess to healthcare. The density of  urban popula-
tions makes it easier and less costly for the govern-
ment and utilities to provide essential goods and 
services. For example, the supply of  basic facilities 
such as fresh water and electricity can be achieved 
with less effort and less cost per person. 

Schools, colleges, and universities are estab-
lished in cities to develop human resources. A 
variety of  educational courses are available, offer-
ing students a wide choice for their future careers. 
People of  many classes and religions live and work 
together in cities, which creates better understand-
ing and harmony and helps break down social and 
cultural barriers. Cities also have advanced com-
munication and transport networks.

However, these many benefits of  urban life do 
not apply to all. Rapid population increases and 
unplanned growth create an urban sprawl with 
negative economic, social, and environmental 
consequences. n
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Poor living conditions and the lack of opportunities for the 
paid employment in rural areas are push factors. People are 
moving away from rural areas because of poor healthcare, 
inadequate educational and economic opportunities as well 
as environmental changes, droughts, floods, lack of availability 
of sufficiently productive land, and other pressures on rural 
livelihoods

Urbanization sans 
planning adversely 
affecting standard of 
living in mega cities





C
hinese high-tech smartphone company, 
Xiaomi said a US Court has removed 
the company’s designation as Com-
munist Chinese Military Company 

(CCMC) and lifted all restrictions previously im-
posed on the US citizens for buying or holding its 
stock.

“The US District Court for the District of  Co-
lumbia issued a final order vacating the US De-
partment of  Defense’s designation of  the compa-
ny as a CCMC,” the smartphone maker said in a 
filing to the Hong Kong bourse.

“The company reiterates that it is an open, 
transparent, publicly-traded, and independently 
operating and managing corporation,” Xiaomi 
Chairman Lei Jun said in a statement.

In May, the filing before the court showed 
that the US Defense Department would remove 
Xiaomi from a government blacklist, marking a 
reversal by the Joe Biden administration of  one of  
Donald Trump’s last jabs at Beijing before exiting 
the office.

The filing stated that the two parties would 
agree to resolve their ongoing litigation without 
further contest, bringing to an end a brief  and 
controversial spat between the hardware compa-
ny and Washington that had soured Sino-US ties.

A Xiaomi spokeswoman said the company is 
watching the latest developments closely.

The Department had designated the firm as 
having ties to the Chinese military and placed it 
on a list that would restrict US investment in the 
company. Seven other Chinese companies were 
also placed under similar restrictions.

Xiaomi acted offensively on the issue by filing 
a lawsuit against the US government, terming its 
placement on the list and restrictions “unlawful 
and unconstitutional” and denied any ties with 
the Chinese military. Soon after that victory, it 
reported that other Chinese firms placed on the 
same blacklist were considering similar lawsuits.

Xiaomi was among the high-profile Chinese 
technology companies that former President 
Donald Trump targetted alleging it had ties with 
the Chinese military. Trump had made countering 
the rise of  Beijing, a centrepiece of  his adminis-
tration’s economic and foreign policy.

Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi Corp’s re-
moval from a United States Defense Department 
blacklist is further indication that the US govern-
ment sanctions on Chinese companies were un-
warranted, experts said.

“The removal indicates that restrictions im-
posed by the US government on Chinese com-
panies do not hold any ground or support,” said 
Wang Peng, an associate professor at the Hill-
house Research Institute of  the Renmin Universi-
ty of  China in Beijing.

“The blacklist removal has boosted Xiaomi’s 
confidence in further expanding abroad and it 
will contribute more cost-effective and high-qual-
ity electronic products for consumers,” said Ding 
Jihua, an expert on compliance from the China 
Council for the Promotion of  International Trade.

A report from market consultancy, Counter-
point, showed that in the first quarter, Xiaomi 
accounted for 35 percent of  the total smartphone 
market in Spain, surpassing South Korean giant 

Samsung and US tech giant Apple, which ac-
counted for 34 percent and 14 percent of  the mar-
ket, respectively.

Globally, it has become the third-largest smart-
phone brand after Samsung and Apple. Xiaomi 
said its global smartphone shipments rose by 62 
percent in the first quarter of  this year to 49 mil-
lion units.

“Chinese companies should also strengthen 
compliance management to protect themselves so 
that they can move forward steadily on the road 
of  globalization against global economic and po-
litical uncertainties,” Ding said.

On the other hand, Xiaomi Corp’s first-quar-
ter net profit grew 260.6 percent to beat estimates 
on the back of  increased sales worldwide, as the 
US lifted a Trump-era securities ban on the Chi-
nese smartphone giant.

Beyond its strong earnings results last quar-
ter, the company reiterated its concerns about the 
ongoing global chip shortage. “The increase in 
semiconductor prices is a challenge for all manu-
facturers,” Xiaomi president Wang Xiang said in 
a conference call.

The Beijing-based company, which was the 
world’s third-largest smartphone vendor in the 
first quarter, reported a better-than-expected net 
profit of  7.8 billion yuan (US$1.2 billion) in the 
three months ended March 31, up from 2.15 bil-
lion yuan in the same period in 2020. That sur-
passed the consensus market estimate of  5.07 bil-
lion yuan from a Bloomberg poll of  analysts.

Revenue jumped 54.7 percent to 76.9 billion 
yuan, from 49.7 billion yuan a year earlier, on the 
back of  strong domestic and overseas smartphone 
shipments. That was higher than the market fore-
cast of  74.38 billion yuan.

Xiaomi will keep its target of  200 million 
smartphones shipped this year, despite increased 
competition and rising operating costs, according 
to Wang. “Our performance depends on wheth-
er we can execute well in developing our smart-
phone and Internet of  Things (IoT) businesses, 
covering both high- and low-end products,” Wang 
said. “In China, we must also do well in our of-
fline business.”

In March, Wang said the global chip shortage 
was increasing the company’s costs and implied 
that in some cases the prices of  its products might 
rise as a result, according to a Reuters report.

The company, founded by Chinese serial en-
trepreneur Lei Jun in 2010, was unexpectedly 

added to the US government’s trade blacklist in 
January. Weeks after Washington’s move, Xiaomi 
sued the US Defence and Treasury Departments 
to undo the previous Trump administration’s ban 
prohibiting American investment in the company 
over its alleged ties to the Chinese military.

Xiaomi said it shipped 49.4 million smart-
phones globally in the first quarter to take a 14.1 
percent market share, ranking third behind Sam-
sung Electronics and Apple, citing data from re-
search firm Canalys.

Those results reflect the aggressive moves 
made by Xiaomi to compete against Huawei 
Technologies Co in mainland China and in in-
ternational markets, where the Shenzhen-based 
telecommunications equipment maker has been 
a strong handset vendor for many years. Xiao-
mi’s strong growth has come amid rival Huawei’s 
struggles with tightened US trade sanctions. n

TELEPEDIA  |    FLARE REPORT

FACEBOOK.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL     |       TWITTER.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEPK         |         MAY 15  -  JUNE 15 ,  2021 

4 8

Xiaomi was among the high-profile Chinese technology 
companies that former President Donald Trump targeted 
alleging it had ties with the Chinese military. Trump had 
made countering the rise of Beijing, a centrepiece of his 
administration’s economic and foreign policy

US removes Xiaomi 
from trading 
blacklist and CCMC 
designation

“The company reiterates that 
it is an open, transparent, 

publicly-traded, and 
independently operating and 

managing corporation,” 
Xiaomi Chairman Lei Jun 

said in a statement.



A
rtificiAI Intelligence (AI) is an integrAI 
part of  our life and promises a future 
even more advanced and modern than 
it is today. However, the development 

of  AI does not come without complications. While 
some see AI as a blessing, there are many who are 
afraid of  fast-developing technology. 

The benefits of  AI are far-reaching, from med-
icAI care to automatic run businesses to self-driv-
ing cars to home assistants. AI is everywhere. Not 
only this technology does the job in less time but it 
AIso works more efficiently. Owing to the fact that 
AI does not need breaks nor it gets tired compared 
to humans, it has become a priority of  the business 
owners to cut costs and increase productivity. Over 
and above AIl this, people now use AI to perform 
dangerous and life-threatening jobs. 

The newly inducted bomb robots help save many 
lives and we might be seeing robots in outer space in 
the time to come. AI is much better at predicting be-
haviour than the human mind. The best thing about 
AI is that it can take over mindless, repetitive tasks 
and give humans the opportunity to engage in more 
interesting jobs. AI AIso reduces the amount of  
human error that may occur when people are over-
worked or otherwise occupied with any other job. In 
our personAI lives, thanks to AI we can navigate eas-
ier, set tasks and reminders, and do petty jobs around 
the home at the snap of  a finger. It can be argued that 

AI has made life simpler, comfortable, and faster! 
‘’AI is about replacing human decision mak-

ing with more sophisticated technology’’- FAIguni 
Desai So what exactly are the fears related to this 
lifestyle? Many people argue that AI’s lack of  ability 
to make decisions based on morAIs and compassion 
could lead to bigger problems. Replacement of  ba-
sic human jobs will put many out of  employment. 
Some fear a robot takeover once AI develops enough 
to outthink the human mind. Whatever these fears 
are, there is no doubt AI is here to stay. At least for 
now chances of  a robot takeover seem slim. AI can-
not create new knowledge so it seems we are safe for 
now.

.The writer is 10-year old student and studies at LGS 
Defence, Lahore.

T
his OperationAI Experiment (OpEx) on 
the Type 45 Destroyer (HMS Dragon) and 
Type 23 Frigate (HMS Lancaster), is using 
the AI applications, Startle and Sycoiea, 

which were tested against a supersonic missile threat.
As part of  the Above Water Systems programme, 

led by Defence Science and Technology Laboratory 
(Dstl) scientists, the AI improves the early detection 
of  lethAI threat, accelerates engagement timelines, 
and provides RoyAI Navy Commanders with a rap-
id hazard assessment to select the optimum weapon 
or measure to counter and destroy the target.

Scottish Secretary AIister Jack said: It’s vitAI 
that our brave and highly skilled Armed Forces stay 
ahead of  the game for the security of  the United 
Kingdom and our AIlies.

The RoyAI Navy’s use of  AI for the first time at 
sea is an important development in ensuring readi-
ness to tackle threats we may face. I’m proud to see 
that two Scottish-built RoyAI Navy vessels are at the 
heart of  this exercise in the waters off  the Hebrides.

Dstl has worked closely with industry partners 
Roke (Startle App), CGI (Sycoiea App), and BAE 
Systems to ensure the new. AI-based applications 
work AIongside existing radar and combat manage-
ment systems.

The Startle AI system is designed to help ease 
the load on sailors monitoring the ‘Air Picture’ in the 
Operations Room, providing live recommendations 
and AIerts.

The Sycoiea system builds upon this with Threat 
EvAIuation and Weapon assignment identifying the 

nearest threat and how best to deAI with it.
Dstl’s Programme Manager, AIasdair Gilchrist 

MBE said: “Dstl has invested heavily in the systems 
that are instAIled at the moment, but it’s impera-
tive that we continue to invest to make sure that the 
RoyAI Navy remains relevant now and in the fu-
ture.”

Being able to bring AI onto the ships is a mas-
sive achievement, and while we can prove the AI 
works in the labs, actuAIly getting Navy personnel 
hands-on is brilliant. As outlined in the recent De-
fence Command Paper, the MOD is committed to 
investing in AI and increased automation to trans-
form capabilities as the Armed Forces adapt to meet 
future threats.

HMS Lancaster and HMS Dragon are currently 
triAIing the use of  AI as part of  a glimpse into the 
future of  air defence at sea, HMS Lancaster’s Weap-
on Engineer Officer, Lieutenant Commander Adam 
Leveridge said. 

Observing Startle and Sycoiea augment the hu-
man warfighter in reAI-time against a live supersonic 
missile threat was truly impressive– a glimpse into 
our highly autonomous future.

Exercise Formidable Shield is Europe’s biggest 
and most complex air and missile exercise. Designed 
to improve AIlied interoperability and capabilities, it 
is a three-week exercise that carries out live-fire In-
tegrated Air & Missile Defence activity with more 
than 15 ships, 10 aircraft, and around 3,300 military 
personnel from around the world taking part.

Using NATO command and control reporting 
structures, ten nations are taking part in the Exercise 
including Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, 
ItAIy, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States.

Held every two years, Formidable Shield ran till 
3 June and was led by NavAI Striking and Support 
Forces NATO on behAIf of  the US Sixth Fleet. n

The benefits of AI are far-reaching from medicAI care to automatic run businesses to 
self-driving cars to home assistants. AI is everywhere. Not only this technology does the job in 
less time but it AIso works more efficiency. Owning to the fact that AI does not need breaks 
nor it gets tired compared to humans

For the first time, ArtificiAI Intelligence (AI) is being used by the RoyAI Navy at sea as part of 
Exercise Formidable Shield, which is currently taking place off the coast of Scotland

AI: Threat or blessing?

ArtificiAI Intelligence used at 
sea for the first time
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vivo, the leading global smartphone brand, has 
been constantly researching and innovating to 
manufacture devices that satisfy its customers’ 

requirements. With the launch of  X60 Pro, vivo has 
undoubtedly surpassed even the highest of  expecta-
tions for professional photography, elegant design, 
and smooth performance. 

Here are the top reasons for you to go for all the 
new X60 Pro. So, save up or ask for an early birthday 
gift because the X60 Pro is here, and it will revolu-
tionize the face of  smartphones. 

Photography Redefined Through Global Part-
nership with ZEISS

vivo has been constantly researching and inno-
vating mobile photography for its customers. There-
fore, with the X60 Pro, vivo launches its first X series 
smartphone in Pakistan. The X series offers more 
powerful, comprehensive, and differentiated pho-
tography features, delivering experiences to users 
that can draw parallels to professional photography 
equipment. 

Taking that philosophy forward, vivo and ZEISS 
have strategically partnered to co-engineer an Imag-
ing System for premium vivo smartphones. Starting 
with vivo X60 Pro, the technology makes its photog-
raphy function much more powerful. 

This imaging technology also enables unlimited 
creativity in all images, in their original state or edit-
ed, individualized, or created with professional am-
bition. The collaborative partnership will establish 
the vivo ZEISS imaging Lab, a joint R&D program 
to innovate mobile imaging technology for premium 
vivo smartphones. 

The X60 Pro also includes the classic ZEISS Bi-
otar Portrait Style. The Biotar is a legendary ZEISS 
lens that has been a favourite amongst professional 
photographers for decades. While the main subject 
is sharp and clear, the out-of-focus Bokeh lens pres-
ents a vortex, resulting in a surreal portrait photog-
raphy effect. To innovate with a customer-centric 
approach, vivo constantly listens to and understands 
its customers’ evolving needs for a smartphone- pro-

fessional level photography with a smartphone is one 
of  them.

Advanced Imaging Features with Gimbal Sta-
bilization 2.0

The main camera of  X60 Pro is equipped with a 
larger aperture and updated Gimbal Stabilization 2.0 
that auto starts to give you the perfect pictures with 
utmost clarity at any point of  the day. 

Gimbal Stabilization 2.0 stabilizes the image 
across five axes, allowing for cleaner and clearer 
motion photography. You can now take high-quality 
pictures even from a moving train! The VIS 5-Axis 
Video Stabilization also combats shaking from all 
angles. Whether you’re shooting landscapes, archi-
tecture or night scenes, the vivo X60 Pro camera 
guarantees a user-friendly experience. 

Advanced Night Photography Features
The vivo X60 Pro features the Superb Night 

Camera 2.0, which helps recreate millions of  shades 
in a single tap. Imperfect lighting will never hinder 
your plans again because the wide-angle lens has vi-
vo’s Super Night algorithm built-in, helping you cap-
ture the impressive expanse of  the night. 

The Super Pano mode and HDR algorithms, 
which are usually absent in the panorama mode, au-
tomatically realize the Super Night Camera in the 
existing PANO mode and improve the brightness of  
stitched panorama in low-light scenes. 

Additionally, Extreme Night Vision 2.0 allows 
for AI-powered noise reduction to produce perfect 
images in low light scenarios. The large f/1.48 aper-
ture of  the X60 Pro increases the light intake and al-
lows the Gimbal equipped camera to perform better 
in night photography, sports photography, etc. 

X60 Pro also features an Ultra-Wide Night Mode 

that allows the self-developed night scene algorithm, 
extended to the wide-angle camera to improve night 
shooting results. The wide-angle view combined 
with the night scene algorithm makes it easy to cre-
ate excellent night images. When coupled with the 
Gimbal Stabilization 2.0, it results in ultra-clear, 
sharp, high-quality images.  

Optimal Power and Flagship Performance  
The vivo X60 Pro runs on the Qualcomm Snap-

dragon 870 to collectively beat its predecessors on all 
fronts with superior and smoother daily user expe-
riences. With a substantial boost in CPU and GPU 
performance, these energy-efficient processors con-
tain integrated 5G basebands that can make the us-
er’s 5G wireless network lightning fast with minimal 
latency. 

vivo’s 33W FlashCharge technology on the X60 
Pro allows for solid endurance and swift charging 
time, providing a more convenient mobile expe-
rience. The ultra-light X60 Pro comes with 12GB 
RAM for seamless multitasking, 256GB ROM for 
all your storage needs, and a large 4200mAh battery. 

Besides, with a 120Hz Refresh Rate, the whole 
user experience is game-changing. Not only does it 
provide smoother videos and more intricate visual 
details, but also makes your touch screen respond 
much faster than before so you can dominate the 
gaming arena.

Ultra-Thin Design with Premium Aesthetics 
The X60 Pro sports a flexible display and is as-

tonishingly slim, providing a more comfortable 
hold. The sleek smartphone embodies an Ultra-Thin 
Quad-Curve Design that looks extremely sophisti-
cated and stylish. The captivating contours are cer-
tainly eye turner.

The New Dual Tone Step is structured in a man-
ner that the rear cameras match neatly and evenly. 
The X60 Pro design has slender curves and colours 
inspired by the earthly elements that make it stand 
out. It also features a visually balanced and pleasing 
display, the flexible Ultra O Screen is a welcome treat 
for watching movies and playing games.

The X60 Pro provides a professional-grade pho-
tography experience with super clarity and unpar-
alleled sharpness, ensuring a jaw-dropping perfor-
mance, display, and photography. Go grab yours at 
an attractive price of  Rs. 129,999. n
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vivo X60 Pro reinvents performance 
and redefines photography with 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 870 and vivo 
ZEISS co-engineered imaging system





  Lahore: Mobilink Microfi-
nance Bank Ltd. (MMBL) and 
the Lahore Chamber of  Com-
merce and Industry (LCCI) 
have signed a Memorandum of  
Understanding (MoU) for the 
provision of  a wide array of  
banking products including 
digital banking solutions for the 
financing needs of  LCCI mem-
ber companies, particularly 
those belonging to theSME sec-
tor.  

The MoU was signed by 
Ghazanfar Azzam, President 
& CEO MMBL and LCCI’s 
President, Mian Tariq Misbah 
at a ceremony in Lahore. LCCI 
Senior Vice President Nasir 
Hameed Khan, the business 
community and representatives 
from commerce and trade bod-
ies attended the event. It is 
LCCI’s first-of-its-kind arrange-
ment with any microfinance 
bank in the country that will fa-
cilitate the LCCI members, es-
pecially those belonging to the 
SME sector, through the provi-
sion of  innovative banking so-
lutions on a priority handling 
basis.  

Speaking on the occasion, 
Ghazanfar Azzam, President 
& CEO, MMBL said: “We are 
excited to work with the pre-

mier trade body in Pakistan, 
LCCI, for achieving the shared 
goal of  stimulating growth and 
development of  the SME sec-

tor that is a major contributor 
to Pakistan's economy but re-
mains financially underserved. 
For MMBL, this agreement 
comes as a validation of  our ef-
forts for developing a robust 
digital ecosystem for swift and 
hassle-free service delivery and 
access to groundbreaking bank-
ing solutions. I am positive that 
this newfound synergy will do 
wonders in supporting the 
SME sector and the national 

economy.”  
LCCI President Mian Tariq 

Misbah said that being the pre-
mier business body of  the 

country, Lahore Chamber is 
aware that inadequate access to 
finance is the biggest obstacle 
in success of  SMEs. According 
to estimates, there are more 
than 5.2 million SMEs in Pak-
istan which contribute around 
40% to our GDP. It is worth 
mentioning that SMEs get only 
7% of  private sector credit in 
Pakistan while the number of  
SME borrowers is just around 
180,000. 

He said that at present, 
there are number of  microfi-
nance institutions emerging in 
Pakistan operating under dif-

ferent banks and NGOs. It has 
been observed that new players 
in this field are gaining good 
success.  

Mian Tariq Misbah hoped 
that top management of  Mo-
bilink Microfinance Bank Lim-
ited will take into consideration 
these observations while deal-
ing with progressive entrepre-
neurs who are eager to move 
up on the ladder of  success by 
availing the facility of  microfi-

nance.  
“The Lahore Chamber of  

Commerce & Industry is glad 
to have MMBL on board to 
support our member compa-
nies through its innovative dig-
ital financial offerings,” the 
LCCI President said and added 
that it is a huge opportunity for 
LCCI members, especially 
those that operate in the SME 
sector, to become eligible for re-
ceiving prioritized and targeted 
financial services from the 
largest digital bank in the coun-
try through this groundbreak-
ing MoU.” 

He said that the lack of  ac-
cess to financial services is a 
major impediment for SME 
businesses, particularly in re-
mote areas. Realizing this 
pressing need, MMBL has in-
troduced an extensive range 
of  exclusive services and tai-
lor-made solutions to bridge 
this gap and bring these busi-
nesses into the fold of  finan-
cial inclusion. MMBL is 
especially committed to em-
powering women-led SMEs 
by including them in the fi-
nancial landscape of  Pakistan 
under its flagship program, 
Women Inspirational Net-
work (WIN). n
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for cooperation in banking services

 

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL                                                                               TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK                        May 15­JUNE 15, 2021

  Islamabad: Keeping 
in mind the need for con-
nectivity and information 
during the COVID pan-
demic, Pakistani telecom 
operator, Ufone, has now 
introduced a mobile data 
bundle for as low as 
Rs100 recharge. The 
package has been 
launched for the sole pur-
pose of  making online 
streaming easier for all 
Ufone subscribers across 
Pakistan. 

Customers now do 
not need to worry about 
their heavy data needs. 
No matter the video or 
the length, Ufone’s data 
bundle for YouTube will 
now fulfil all their con-
nectivity needs, making 
life much easier and more 
entertaining. Ufone sub-
scribers can enjoy unlim-
ited streaming with 5GB 
of  YouTube for as low as 
Rs 100 recharge. This 
offer is valid for an entire 

week for all subscribers 
across Pakistan. 

For subscription to 

the package, subscribers 
can dial the code 

*5883#. For further sup-

port regarding the offer, 
subscribers can visit their 
nearest Ufone franchise 
or service center and can 
also contact the Ufone 
Customer Helpline by di-
aling 333. Additionally, 
customers can gain de-
tails regarding the pack-
age from the Ufone 
official website 
www.ufone.com or My 
Ufone app. 

Over the years, Ufone 
has always shown a firm 

commitment to make life 
easier and introduce 
much more accessibility 
for all its users.  Its motto 
‘Tum He Tou Ho’ has re-
mained a central idea for 
the company. Ufone has 
been at the forefront of  
providing not only qual-
ity services, but also ad-
dressing every need of  
the customer, establish-
ing itself  as a leading 
telecom operator time 
and again. n 

Ufone makes online streaming easier than ever before

  Islamabad: Pakistan 
Credit Rating Agency 
Limited (PACRA) has 
upgraded Jazz’s long-
term rating to the highest 
credit quality of  ‘AA’ 
with a stable outlook. 
The rating depicts the 
strong financial depth of  
the company in the in-
dustry. 

An upgrade to its 
credit rating allows Jazz 

far-reaching market ac-
cess to meet the funding 
pertinent for technology 
upgrade and 4G network 
expansion. Moreover, it 
also reflects on its strong 
financial profile, liquidity 
and commitment towards 
the lending community. 

PACRA highlighted 
in its report that the com-
pany’s financial profile 
exhibits a stable outlook 

demonstrated by eased 
working capital strate-
gies, comfortable cover-
ages, and moderate 
leveraging (Dec’20). 

As Pakistan’s largest 
telecom operator, Jazz 
holds a 38% market share 
with 69 million sub-
scribers (at the time of  
the review i.e. 21 March 
2021). Jazz is also the 
market leader in 4G after 

witnessing remarkable 
growth in 4G subscribers 
(61%) during CY20. 

Gabor Kocsis, CFO – 
Jazz said, “Jazz’s high 
credit rating reaffirms its 
leadership position 
within the local cellular 
industry. It also indicates 
that we were able to cope 
with the pandemic and 
other unexpected chal-
lenges. The company’s 

strategy focuses on in-
vesting in 4G network 
expansion, promoting 
the uptake of  digital fi-
nancial services and digi-
tal tools, and increasing 
its share in the local mar-
ket through innovative 
offerings and providing 
cutting-edge business so-
lutions.” 

“Jazz will continue to 
optimize its operational 

costs in a way that en-
courages innovation and 
provides better services 
and products to cus-
tomers as well as out-
standing returns to 
shareholders,” he added. 

PACRA is Pakistan’s 
first rating agency and its 
rating lends credence to 
the financial competence 
and the strength of  the 
company.n 

PACRA updates Jazz’s long-term credit rating to ‘AA’ 
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Karachi: Careem and 
Total PARCO signed an 
agreement to provide its cap-
tains with TPPL’s mobility-re-
lated solutions at special 
discounts. 

Through this partnership, 
Careem captains receive a flat 
discount on purchase of  
TPPL’s fuels, lubricants and 
other services like car wash, 
oil change in selected service 
stations nationwide. The solu-
tion will be integrated into Ca-
reem’s application where its 
Captains can easily access the 
offers. 

Other than being the re-
gion’s everyday Super App, 
Careem is also a leading mo-
bility solutions provider in the 
region with a vast network of  
Captains in the ride-hailing 
and delivery services. TPPL, 
similarly, has one of  the 
largest footprints as an oil 
marketing company traversing 
the nation. This strategic part-
nership provides an effective 
solution to a significant client 
base through innovative solu-
tions customized to meet the 
growing needs of  Pakistan’s 
mobility sector.n

Careem partners 
with Total Parco to 
provide its captains 
with speedy mobility 

solutions 

Karachi: Samrah Enter-
prises has launched its latest 
brand ‘Dandy’ in Pakistan in 
an exclusive event held at Na-
heed Supermarket, Karachi 
recently. 

The announcement was 
made at the event, Mishal 
Mohammed, Consul General 
of  the State of  Qatar who 
graced the occasion as chief  
guest and inaugurated the 
launch of  Dandy. The event 
was attended by top manage-
ment officials from all the key 
partners along with other dig-
nitaries and eminent business-
men. 

Dandy is one of  Qatar’s 
number one selling ice cream 
brands. The event highlighted 
how Dandy offers a wide 
range of  ice cream flavors 
with a unique twist. They 
offer cube-shaped ice cream 
pieces which is a completely 
different take on the product. 

At the occasion, Munsub 
Abrar, Director of  Naheed 
Supermarket, said, “The 

event was a huge success. It’s 
an honor to host it as it is a 
step to further strengthen bi-
lateral relations between the 
Islamic Republic of  Pakistan 
and The State of  Qatar.” 

Samrah Munsub, Director 

Samrah Enterprises, also 
added, “We’re extremely 
humbled and proud of  not 
only hosting this great event 

but also of  the fact that the 
Consul General, Mishal Mo-
hammed, was able to join us 
and help us commemorate the 
launch of  our latest brand.” 

Sheikh Mansour Bin Mo-
hammad Bin Jabor Al-Thani, 

Chairman of  Dandy Com-
pany Ltd said, “It gives us 
great pleasure to launch the 
ice cream range of  Dandy in 

Pakistan. From using the 
choicest ingredients to getting 
the perfect flavor combina-
tions, we promise our con-
sumers a delectable ice cream 
experience.” 

Mishal Mohammed said, 
“This is not only a proud mo-
ment for Dandy as a brand, 
but a matter of  immense 
pleasure for the State of  
Qatar. Dandy is considered to 
be our number one selling ice 
cream brand and the fact that 
it is now being introduced in 
Pakistan is very exciting for 
Pakistani consumers as well. 
We hope this collaboration 
will help strengthen the 
friendship between our two 
states.” 

The event was collabora-
tion between Samrah Enter-
prises and Naheed 
Supermarket. All the flavors 
offered by Dandy BONBON 
and Premium range will be 
available for purchase at Na-
heed Supermarket in-store 
and online.n

Samrah enterprises launches latest brand ‘Dandy’ 
in Pakistan in an exclusive event 

Lahore: TECNO has an-
nounced everyone’s favorite 
superhero, the globally famed, 
Chris Evans as the brand am-
bassador for the upcoming 
Camon 17 series. The phone 
will be launching in Pakistan 
very soon while social media is 
already on fire with the news. 

Chris Evans is an interna-
tionally celebrated American 
actor, best known for his su-
perhero roles. Evans has a 
global influence with millions 
of  fans around the world. With 
a huge fan following, high ex-
pectations are attached to this 
new collaboration between 
TECNO and Evans. 

Camon is TECNO’s fa-
mous photography and one of  
the most premium series so far. 
With the best features in both 
hardware and software, 
TECNO aims to bring cus-
tomer satisfaction and a prime 
user experience. n 

TECNO reveals   
Chris Evans as 

brand ambassador 
for new Camon 17 

series

U Microfinance Bank & it’s President & CEO 
wins Global Good Governance Awards, 2021
  Islamabad: During the 

Global Good Governance – 
3G Awards held on May 25, 
2021 U Microfinance Bank 
Ltd was awarded The 3G Cre-
ativity and Innovation Award 
and U Bank President & CEO 
Mr Kabeer Naqvi won The 
3G Best Emerging Leader in 
Corporate Sector Award. The 
Global Good Governance 
Awards are held annually to 
celebrate and acknowledge in-
dividuals, institutions and or-
ganizations around the world 
for their impact driven work 
carried out with social re-
sponsibility and good gover-

nance. 
Establishi  ng itself  as a pi-

oneer within the industry; U 
Bank is the largest microfi-
nance bank in terms of  our 
network of  201 branches and 
200 ATMs across 183 rural 
areas and cities in the coun-
try, providing a wide range 
of  microfinance loans, digital 

& branchless banking solu-
tions and deposit products. 
Moreover, U Bank in collab-
oration with Ufone under the 
name of  U Paisa offers 
branchless banking services 
in over 45,000 designated 
agent locations all across 
Pakistan. This channel offers 
ease and convenience to cus-
tomers in utilizing banking 
services.  

 While virtually receiving 
the award, Mr. Kabeer Naqvi 
(President & CEO) said “U 
Microfinance Bank has been 
successfully enabling under-
served Pakistanis and has 

been positively contributing 
towards poverty alleviation 
and economic empower-
ment. We have cemented our 
place in the microfinance 
ecosystem covering the great-
est distance in the smallest 
amount of  time and these 
awards are a testament to our 
team’s dedication towards 
the mission of  financial in-
clusion. U Bank will con-
tinue its process of  
self-reflection and relearning 
to improve our products and 
services for greater meaning-
ful impact in the lives of  
those we serve.”n  

realme 7i with 64 MP AI Quad camera is now 
available for only PKR 33,999

  Lahore: The young and 
trendsetting smartphone 
brand, realme has once again 
brought forward an eye-
catchy deal for its young cus-
tomers. realme has dropped 
the price for its Performance 
King Phone, realme 7i from 
PKR 39,999 to only PKR 
33,999. With an impressive 
64MP AI Quad camera, 
realme 7i came as one of  the 
best camera phones in this 
price segment. 

realme 7i came as the suc-
cessor for realme’s famous 
number series. The phone is 
equipped with a high-resolu-
tion 64MP AI Quad Camera, 
a 90 Hz Ultra Smooth Display 

and a 5000mAh Massive Bat-
tery. realme 7i became a great 
seller with its trendy design 

and performance. It supports 
three built-in popular night fil-
ters, Cyberpunk, Flamingo, 
and Modern Gold to capture 

the nightlife stylishly.  
After the success of  all 

previous number series 

phones, realme 7i opened 
new horizons with its amaz-
ing camera and high-end fea-
tures. The phone was also 

accompanied by multiple 
AIoT and Category N prod-
ucts. realme 7i became an in-
stant hit after its release and is 
now ready to take the market 
with its discounted price of  
PKR 33,999.  

With the ‘Dare to Leap’ 
vision, realme brings trend-
setting designs, improved soft-
ware, and impressive 
hardware in a competitive 
price range. The 7 series was 
met with great enthusiasm in 
the market because of  its fea-
tures, and the price drop to an 
exclusive rate of  only PKR 
33,999 makes all the more 
reason to get your hands on 
one now!n
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  Lahore: Wateen Telecom has 
signed an agreement with Huawei Pak-
istan to modernize its countrywide data 
transmission network. Wateen will be 
deploying a state-of-the-art Optical 
Transmission Network from Huawei to 
revolutionize the digital landscape of  
the country. 

The agreement was signed in La-
hore at the Wateen Telecom head office 
by Adil Rashid, CEO Wateen Telecom, 
and Mark Meng, CEO Huawei Pak-
istan. 

Wateen Telecom will have en-
hanced capacities and higher speeds on 
its nationwide optical fiber network 
after the completion of  the project. As 
demand for superior network perform-
ance continues to grow, both domesti-
cally and internationally, Wateen’s 
network is designed to facilitate growth 
to meet the exponential increase in in-
ternet capacity demand. 

The new network capacity holds the 

potential to perform at 100G to 400G 
rates to future bandwidth requirements. 

Wateen Telecom is fully geared for 
4G growth and 5G era with its futuris-
tic network architecture, resilient fiber 

footprint, high-capacity transmission 
infrastructure, and nationwide field 
services organization. 

This network modernization will 
give the required impetus to offer new 
opportunities to benefit small, medium 

& large enterprises, financial institu-
tions, cellular mobile operators, the ed-
ucation sector, internet resellers across 
Pakistan, and international customers. 

Adil Rashid, CEO Wateen Tele-

com, said on the occasion, “As an or-
ganization that is always innovating to 
stay ahead of  tomorrow’s needs, we are 
proud to have Huawei’s technologies 
onboard to serve our customers best. 
This successful innovation is only one 

of the many that will follow as Pakistan 
advances on its path to digitalization.” 

While speaking at the signing cer-
emony, Mark Meng, CEO Huawei 
Pakistan, said, “The 100G technol-
ogy was designed to give our partner 
businesses more power at their fin-
gertips, and Wateen Telecom is pio-
neering the way businesses operate in 
Pakistan. It gives us great satisfaction 
to deliver a future-proof  network 
with simplified management, high re-
liability, and service intelligence for 
businesses across industries.” 

Wateen’s new transport network 
will also provide faster and more re-
liable services to its customers while 
reducing capital and operating costs. 
In addition, enhanced features like 
online OTDR and in-built OSA en-
able Wateen to minimize network 
outages time by seamless rerouting 
through proactive networking moni-
toring. n

Wateen Telecom joins Huawei to upgrade 
Data Transmission Network

Lahore: TECNO Mobile 
Pakistan has joined hands 
with Brusque Corporation as 
their official distribution part-
ner in Pakistan. This new col-
laboration is being made to 
increase the distribution serv-
ices in Pakistan to reach every 
customer on time bringing 
ease to loyal customers na-
tionwide. 

Burque is one of  Pakistan's 
Largest Sales Management 
and Distribution Companies 
of  FMCG Brands. Burque en-
tered the telecom business ear-

lier this year (2021) and is de-
termined to make inroads in 
ICT going forward. 

CEO Burque Corporation, 
Mr. Yayha Chawla expressed 
immense joy on this occasion. 
“It is a moment of  great joy 
today for Burque Cor-
poration to be joining hands 
with TECNO – a leading con-
sumer Mobile brand in Pak-
istan.” He further added, 
“Our objective is to add value 
to the Pakistan distribution 
landscape, ensure product 
availability with quality distri-

bution services for our chan-
nel partners and open up new 
markets for TECNO in Pak-
istan.” 

Kelvin Zeng, CEO of  

TECNO Mobile Pakistan, 
shared his views by saying: 
“We at TECNO are confident 
that this Burque-TECNO rela-
tionship will further 
strengthen the distribution 
landscape for our customers 
in Pakistan. The aim is to 
bring reliable and swift distri-
bution for our beloved cus-
tomers nationwide where they 
can trust that the devices will 
reach them faster and safer. 
We expect the sales mileage to 
increase many folds with this 
new collaboration along with 

our customer satisfaction.”  
TECNO works hard to 

provide the best quality and 
high-end smartphone devices 
to its customers in Pakistan. 
Previously, TECNO has 
worked with four renowned 
distributors from across Pak-
istan as official distribution 
partners. This new partner-
ship is expected to bring im-
mense success for both brands 
with distributions across Pak-
istan. TECNO shall keep 
bringing the best for its Pak-
istani consumers.n

TECNO appoints Burque Corporation as its official distribution partner

Islamabad: Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Company Limited (PTCL) 
and the National University of  
Computer and Emerging Sciences 
(NUCES) signed a Memorandum of  
Understanding (MoU) for long-term 
research and development activities 
that will mutually benefit academia 
and the industry. 

As a first step, both are working 
to develop Artificial Intelligence-
based Speech Analytics that uses 
cutting-edge research and technol-
ogy to find customer sentiments 
using AI-based analytics and to eval-
uate recorded calls for the purpose 
of  Quality Assurance of  Customer 
Services. 

The signing ceremony was at-
tended by Moqeem ul Haque, Chief  
Commercial and Group Strategy Of-
ficer, PTCL Group, and Dr. Mo-
hammad Ayub Alvi, Rector, 
NUCES, along with senior officials 
from both sides. 

This state-of-the-art system of  
Speech Analytics will be able to an-
alyze customers’ sentiments by scan-
ning calls based on a defined set of  
Call Quality Metrices. As a result, 

the system will flag calls in which 
the quality of  Customer Services 
was not up to the standard. 

On this occasion, Moqeem ul 
Haque, Chief  Commercial and 
Group Strategy Officer, PTCL 

Group, said, “We are glad to partner 
with NUCES for this initiative as the 
latest techniques and solutions will 
be explored for better customer serv-

ices through this collaboration.” 
“Using this research, it can pos-

sibly be scaled to solve several simi-
lar issues that are prevalent in the 
telecom industry of  Pakistan. It is a 
unique and one-of-a-kind develop-

ment initiative for the Urdu lan-
guage with wider applications in 
Customer Care and Contact Center 
domain that will positively impact 

multiple industry verticals.” 
On this occasion, Dr. Moham-

mad Ayub Alvi, Rector, NUCES, 
said, “We are excited to collaborate 
with PTCL who has taken a leading 
role towards agile processes and au-
tomated systems. The development 
of  this Avant methodology will en-
able the PTCL Customer Care Qual-
ity Assurance team to analyze 
innumerable recorded customer in-
teractions with Contact Centers 
without any major workforce and 
manned hours.” 

“Such collaboration between the 
corporate sector and academia plays 
a key role for mutual benefit and to 
develop a long-term R&D partner-
ship.” 

Recent advancements in Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI), Machine 
Learning (ML), and Natural Lan-
guage Processing (NLP) have en-
abled researchers to develop systems 
that can analyze and generate lan-
guage constructs close to human-
level accuracy. Using such 
technologies, PTCL continues to in-
novate for providing improved serv-
ices to its customers.n

PTCL & NUCES signed MoU to improve customer experience
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