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Editor’s
Note
Pakistan ranks 
3rd countries 
for handling 
Covid-19

It is very heartening that Pakistan has ranked third in The 
Economist’s Global NormalcyIndex, out of  50 countries, in Corona 
pandemic control despite the fact the public did not take proper 
measures, nor followed the NCOC instructions in letter and spirit. It 
is a blessing of  God on our country that we are safe from the deadly 
disease after it wreaked havoc on many countries including America, 
Britain, Brazil, Italy, and India. Now it is our duty to jump to number 
one by means of  adopting prevention measures. 

The Economist’s “normalcy index” aims to determine which 
countries are returning to their pre-pandemic levels, by grading each 
country using eight indicators: Time not at home, retail, office use, 
public transport, road traffic, flights, cinema, and sports attendance.

The global normalcy index plummeted in March 2020, the 
report states, whereafter many countries imposed restrictions on the 
movement of  their citizens. 

“Today the index stands at 66 (out of  100) suggesting that the 
world has travelled roughly half  of  the way back to pre-pandemic 
life,” The Economist adds.

The pre-pandemic level of  activity has been set at a score of  100, 
where Pakistan has ranked third, with 84.4 out of  100. While Hong 
Kong tops the list with a ranking of  96.3 followed by New Zealand 
which ranks second with 87.8.

“Hong Kong and New Zealand–two places that have implemented 
effective measures against the coronavirus and suffered relatively few 
deaths – are currently at the top of  our tables,” the report states.

In the category of  ‘retail’, ‘office use’, ‘time not spent at home’ 
and “public transport”, Pakistan ranked over 100. However, in the 
category of  ‘flights’ and ‘cinemas’, it scored low.

On June 28, Pakistan’s National Command and Operation Centre 
(NCOC) further relaxed restrictions, allowing indoor dining for the 
first time since November 2020, as well as indoor wedding events 
with vaccinated guests, and it also opened cinemas.

Our Prime Minister Imran Khan congratulated the National 
Command and Operation Centre — the nerve centre of  Pakistan’s 
coronavirus response— the team of  the Ehsaas Programme and the 
State Bank of  Pakistan after The Economist ranked Pakistan among 
the best performing countries for handling the coronavirus pandemic.

The Economist’s normalcy index tracks the progress of  50 
countries’ return to pre-pandemic life on the basis of  eight indicators 
classified into three categories.
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Letters to the
EDITOR
High internet taxation
With the pandemic shifting classes online, the need for 
stable and affordable internet access for students became 
exponentially more pronounced. In this digital age 
where the internet is a necessity, making communication 
affordable and being able to easily stay connected should 
be the top priority. 
However, consumers are being excessively taxed on internet 
usage through unreasonably high advance income and sales 
taxes. I do not come from a financially privileged family 
and it seems absurd to me to spend such high amounts of 
money on something as basic as access to education. In 
this time of financial hardships, citizens are being brazenly 
subjected to extortion by the Federal Government in the 
name of these undue taxes. Policies need to be set in place in 
order to provide each student with equal access to education 
through the provision of unfettered and affordable access to 
the internet.

Gulshan Naz, Karachi

Antibody test
Some people are taking the Covid-19 anti-spike antibody test 
a few months after taking the Covid-19 vaccine, to find out 
whether or not antibodies have been created in their bodies 
by the vaccines. I am also hearing that the above test is not 
necessary. This situation is creating confusion in the mind of 
Covid-19 vaccinated people especially the senior citizens, 
who must be very careful about such matters. I would like the 
Government of Pakistan to issue a clarification on whether 
or not this test is necessary after vaccination.

Ejaz Ahmad Magoon, Lahore

Myths about vaccines 
As the world grapples with the life-threatening impacts 
of COVID-19, a slew of scientists have been working on 
vaccines since the outbreak of the pandemic. 
In the beginning, it was viewed the world will get vaccines 
until the end of 2020, and now when we have at least reached 
the stage where some vaccinations might truly treat us, 
misunderstandings regarding vaccinations have grown. 
The launch of the AstraZeneca vaccination in Pakistan 
has raised many questions since misleading information is 
circulating on social media confusing the public all over the 
world. 
Some individuals believe these vaccinations may modify 
DNA or implant any kind of chip in the body, however, 
which is a total myth without any reality. 
To guarantee that people who are concerned about vaccine 
myths are satisfied, the government and medical professionals 
should address the growing misunderstandings regarding 
vaccinations by creating awareness about the benefits of 
vaccines, among the people.

Shawwala Aslam, Karachi

The role of social media 
Social media gives rise to global culture. People of different 
nations come to know about one another’s culture and 
traditional norms. As a result of social media, a person sitting 
in Pakistan can come to know about Chinese culture.
Further, social media reduces the distances among people. 

Presently, a person sitting in one corner of the world can 
easily contact a person in another corner. In the past, it was 
hard to contact a person within a few seconds and it took 
many weeks or months to reach him out. So it was possible 
only in dreams. Besides, social media is a great source of 
entertainment and some people watch funny videos and 
some people watch movies while some listen to music.
This century is the age of materialism. People have to do a 
lot of work to satisfy their lust. Due to social media, people 
are earning to spend their days and nights as there are many 
apps such as Youtube and Zoom which are a great source 
of earning in the twenty-first century. Apart from this, it 
is a fact that there are two sides to the coin. Social media 
has disadvantages too. One of the disadvantages of social 
media is the excessive usage of social media that results in a 
wastage of time. Some people become addicted to this media 
and they don’t pay heed to the people in their surroundings 
and always remain busy on social media websites. Therefore, 
it is nicely said,” excess of everything is bad.”
In addition to this, social media has distanced parents and 
their children. Some parents because of excessive use of 
social media don’t pay proper attention to their children and 
also there are such children due to it, remain busy on social 
media and don’t give time to their parents which is a serious 
problem at the present time.
In the same way, certain people spread rumours and 
propaganda on social media to ‘fulfill their keen interests.’
Additionally, due to social media, many people have had 
their privacy violated and in the hand of nasty hackers who 
hack certain profiles and blackmail them.
To add to it, social media keeps one away from the beauty 
of nature. In the erstwhile, people used to love recreational 
activities and they were close to nature. People loved to visit 
beaches and parks for their entertainment. In the present 
time, people hardly find time to admire the beauty of nature 
so social media has deprived man of the beauty of nature.

Muhammad Zarif, Quetta

Boycott Israeli products  
Israel’s aggression on Palestine has been condemned 
globally. Pakistanis have also been urged to boycott 
Israelis product to show solidarity with Palestinians as 
well as to damage Israeli’s economy. A campaign on 
social media is in full swing to boycott Israel’s products.
Pragmatically, it is hard to give up the use of such 
products at once as we have become habitual of their 
use. In this scenario, the emphasis ought to be on 
launching alternative products which should be made in 
our country with better quality and taste so that people 
go in for them that will definitely improve the economy 
of our country besides making people abandon using 
products of other countries. Similarly, it was urged to 
leave using products that are made by France on account 
of blasphemy committed in France by drawing images 
of our beloved Prophet PBUH.
Let’s compete in improving the economy by launching 
alternative products instead of urging on boycotting 
the products made by different countries especially 
by Israel and France. Convince the masses on the use 
of homemade products by enhancing the quality and 
taste of the products that would easily and eventually 
lead people to shun using the products made by other 
countries.

Faisal Ansar, Karachi

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com
We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,
we are publishing only few selected letters. 



T
his is a historic 
moment for the 
people of  Paki-
stan and China. 

Our two countries are cel-
ebrating the 70th anniver-
sary of  the establishment 
of  diplomatic relations, 
and China is celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of  
the founding of  the Com-
munist Party of  China. 
On this landmark occa-
sion, I congratulate the 
governments and peoples 
of  the two countries. 

Longstanding ties be-
tween our peoples date 
back to the ancient Silk 
Road, when traders, ac-
ademics, monks, and as-
cetics like Fa Xian and 
Xuan Zang traversed the 
treacherous Karakoram 
Mountains and laid the 
foundation of  beneficial 
interactions and exchang-
es between the Chinese 
civilization and the Indus 
Valley civilization. 

Pakistan was the first 
Muslim country to rec-
ognize the People’s Re-
public of  China in 1950 
followed by the estab-
lishment of  formal dip-
lomatic relations a year 
later. Over the past sev-
en decades, our fraternal 
relations have withstood 
the vicissitudes of  time, 
and grown from strength 
to strength, unaffected by 
changes in the regional 
and international envi-
ronment. With unrelent-
ing efforts of  successive 
generations in the two 
countries, our relation-
ship has transformed into 
an “All-Weather Strate-
gic Cooperative Partner-
ship.” 

During this momen-
tous journey, Pakistan be-
came the most vocal sup-
porter of  the lawful rights 
of  China in the United 
Nations. It also facilitated 
the famous “secret” visit 
of  Mr. Henry Kissinger, 
the then US National Se-
curity Advisor, to Beijing 
in 1971, which became the harbinger of  Sino-US 
rapprochement. This July marks the 50th anni-
versary of  that seminal development, which had 
a decisive impact on East-West relations. The Pa-
kistan-China relationship is characterized by deep 
mutual trust, understanding, and commonality of  
interests. This unique, time-tested, and ironclad 
brotherhood has scaled many peaks. We support 
each other in our respective core interests. Paki-
stan has always upheld the “One-China Policy” 
and supported China on Taiwan, Tibet, Xinjiang, 
Hong Kong, and South China Sea issues. China 
has stood by Pakistan in supporting our key strate-
gic, economic, and developmental priorities. The 
people and government of  Pakistan deeply value 
China’s just and principled position on the Jam-
mu and Kashmir dispute. Pakistan-China friend-
ship is rooted deeply in the hearts of  the people 
of  the two countries. We have the finest tradition 
of  standing by each other through difficult times. 
For instance, Pakistan provided support to China 
during the earthquake in 2008 and China helped 
Pakistan in the wake of  devastating floods in 2010. 

In line with this tradition, our cooperation 
against the COVID-19 pandemic has remained 
exemplary. In the wake of  the outbreak of  the 
pandemic, Pakistan extended diplomatic and ma-

terial support to China. 
President Dr. Arif  Alvi 
visited China in March 
2020 to express solidarity 
with our Chinese broth-
ers and sisters. Similarly, 
China has provided criti-
cal material support and 
COVID-19 vaccines in 
our fight against the pan-
demic. This vital Chinese 
assistance has helped Pa-
kistan fight the pandemic 
and save precious lives. 
China’s own fight against 
COVID-19 has set a new 
standard for the world to 
emulate.

Since 1949, China has 
made remarkable accom-
plishments in all walks of  
human endeavor. After 
assuming office in 2018, 
I have visited China three 
times, which has provid-
ed me with a rare insight 
into the philosophy and 
strategy behind its rapid 
economic development. 
In just 40 years, China is 
leading global efforts for 
the mitigation of  climate 
change and exploring 
new frontiers in avia-
tion, space, and medical 
sciences. China’s stellar 
growth and prosperity 
provide a model for de-
veloping countries for na-
tional development and 
socio-economic progress. 

Pakistan is one of  the 
earliest supporters and 
participants of  President 
Xi Jinping’s Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI). 
We emphatically endorse 
the spirit and philosophy 
of  the BRI, which seeks 
to transcend national 
boundaries and lay bridg-
es for win-win coopera-
tion and closer economic 
integration for a shared 
future. As the flagship 
project of  the BRI, the 
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) 
complements my govern-
ment’s vision of  “Naya 
Pakistan.”

The CPEC is a trans-
formational project. In its 

first phase, CPEC has helped us in removing ma-
jor infrastructure bottlenecks and addressing our 
essential energy needs for unimpeded growth and 
development. Among 70 early-harvest projects, 
46 have been launched or completed with a total 
investment of  $25.4 billion creating 70,000 local 
jobs.

In the second phase of  the CPEC, our focus is 
on industrialization, agricultural cooperation, so-
cio-economic development, and job creation. We 
have prioritized three Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs), namely - Dhabeji, Rashakai, and Allama 
Iqbal. Rashakai SEZ has been launched with the 
first major investment coming from China. Other 
SEZs are also being developed in other provinc-
es too. I am confident that with joint efforts, we 
could realize the Main Line-I (ML-I) project as 
well. We are also making rapid progress on the 
development of  the Gwadar Port and Free Trade 
Zone, which would promote regional connectivity 
and economic integration.

The central pillar of  the vision of  “Naya Pa-
kistan” is geo-economics that seeks to transform 
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Pakistan was the first Muslim country to recognize the 
People’s Republic of China in 1950 followed by the 

establishment of formal diplomatic relations a year later. 
Over the past seven decades, our fraternal relations have 

withstood the vicissitudes of time, and grown from strength 
to strength, unaffected by changes in the regional and 

international environment.

Pakistan and China, 
iron brothers and 

strategic partners – 
today and forever

By Imran Khan

The CPEC is a transformation-
al project. In its first phase, 
CPEC has helped us in re-

movingmajor infrastructure 
bottlenecks and addressing 

our essential energy needs for 
unimpeded growth and devel-
opment. Among 70 early-har-

vest projects, 46 have been 
launched or completed with a 

total investment of $25.4 
billion creating 70,000 

local jobs



Pakistan into an economically vibrant country 
through development partnerships, connectivity, 
and regional peace. Pakistan aims to leverage its 
geo-economic location and burgeoning population 
of  220 million- as a melting pot and economic hub 
for positive global interests.

Under this vision, the government of  Pakistan 
started implementing decisive and far-reaching re-
forms in every sector of  the economy. As a result, 
our economy is moving progressively in a higher, 
inclusive, and sustainable growth path. Despite the 
challenge posed by COVID-19, our GDP is pro-
jected to grow by 3.94 percent with major contri-
butions from the agricultural, services, and indus-
trial sectors during the fiscal year 2020-21. For the 
first time in 17 years, we have achieved a current 
account surplus. Pakistan has accumulated four-
year high foreign exchange reserves and addition-
al 29 percent growth in workers’ remittances from 
abroad. Pakistan endeavors to promote trade, tran-
sit, and energy flows as well as people-to-people 
exchanges between the Middle East, Central Asia, 
South Asia, and China. Our geo-strategical loca-
tion offers the shortest route to international seas 
to all Central Asian republics and China through 
Karachi and Gwadar ports. Pakistan will strive to 
serve as the gateway to Central Asia, Afghanistan, 
and China. Pakistan’s earnest desire for peace in 
Afghanistan is also an effort to share the dividends 
of  peace and prosperity for the region and beyond.

Coupled with the emphasis on harnessing our 
potential as the geo-economic hub, we have an-
nounced lucrative incentives to attract foreign in-
vestment and initiated fiscal and monetary reforms 
to create an enabling environment for businesses. 
We welcome Chinese businessmen and entrepre-
neurs to benefit from our investment-friendly re-

gime and pick Pakistan as a preferred destination 
for establishing enduring business linkages.

China has become Pakistan’s largest FDI con-
tributor as well as the largest trading partner. The 
second phase of  the China-Pakistan Free Trade 
Agreement (CPFTA) which took effect on Janu-
ary 1, 2020, has increased product coverage for 
trade liberalization. Now nearly 1,000 products 
enjoy zero tariffs in the respective markets provid-
ing further impetus for bilateral trade relations.

No quantum of  development is meaningful if  
the fruits of  national wealth do not trickle down 
to the underprivileged sections of  society for eq-
uitable growth. Our approach is aimed at combin-
ing infrastructure, knowledge, digital, health, and 
green corridors to make CPEC a “people’s corri-
dor of  prosperity and progress.” My development 
vision is aimed at rooting out poverty and em-
powering people to become masters of  their own 
destinies. In this regard, we draw inspiration from 
China which has lifted 800 million people out of  
poverty in just four decades. 

In pursuit of  my people-centered vision of  
“Naya Pakistan,” I look forward to further ben-
efiting from the Chinese experience. During my 
meetings with President Xi Jinping and Premier 
Li Keqiang, our two countries reached the import-
ant consensus to take bilateral relations to unprec-
edented heights and explore new avenues of  co-
operation in trade and commerce, investment, and 
people-to-people exchanges. 

As a responsible state, we strive for peace, pros-
perity, and development through cooperation and 
connectivity in the region. With unshakable faith 
in multilateralism and joint cooperation, we look 
forward to working with China to wean our region 
from conflict and instability and help shape an 

environment, which ensures peace, development, 
and prosperity. As has been the defining feature 
of  our bilateral ties, Pakistan and China would 
continue to deepen mutual trust, maintain the mo-
mentum of  high-level exchanges, and further for-
tify our unwavering support for each other on the 
issues of  core interest.

The CPC has made immense sacrifices for the 
Chinese people and for China’s peaceful return to 
the center stage of  global politics and economics. 
The Chinese people are guided by the visionary 
leadership of  President Xi Jinping for achieving 
the Great Rejuvenation of  the Chinese Nation. 
We earnestly hope that under the inspiring leader-
ship of  the Central Committee of  the Communist 
Party of  China, with President Xi at its core, Chi-
na will continue its historic march to achieving its 
goal of  socialist modernization by 2035 and for 
building a modern, prosperous, beautiful, demo-
cratic, culturally advanced, and harmonious so-
cialist country by 2049.

On behalf  of  the government and people of  
Pakistan, I would like to reaffirm to our Chinese 
brothers and sisters that they will always find in 
Pakistan a most reliable partner, an ironclad broth-
er, and trusted friend who will stand by China, not 
only amid the gentle tides of  peace and prosperity 
but also in the rising storms of  peril and predica-
ments. Let us join our hands together to build a 
closer China-Pakistan Community of  Shared Fu-
ture in the New Era.

May the sacred flame of  the Pakistan-Chi-
na friendship keep glowing with ever-increasing 
brightness and splendor! 

Long Live Pakistan-China Friendship!
The author is Prime Minister of  Pakistan 

Imran Khan. 
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On July 1, 2021, China celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of  the founding of  the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP). The fete was as grand as one 
might imagine, featuring a mass rally, complete 
with a military flyover and plenty of  flag-waving 
and patriotic songs. From an analytical perspec-
tive, the capstone was the lengthy speech given 
by Xi Jinping form the top of  Tiananmen Gate 
– the same gate when Mao Zedong declared the 
founding of  the People’s Republic of  China on 
October 1, 1949.

Xi’s speech was heavy on emphasizing the 
CCP’s role in restoring China’s greatness after a 
century of  oppression by foreign powers. “To re-
alize national rejuvenation, the Party united and 
led the Chinese people in fighting bloody battles 
with unyielding determination, achieving great 
success in the new-democratic revolution,” he 
declared. Xi’s catchphrase of  “national rejuvena-
tion” is thus grafted onto the bones of  the CCP’s 
earliest history.

Xi’s speech nodded to the other movements in 
modern China that sought the same goal, but em-
phasized that the CCP was the only one to pull 
it off, cementing the party’s long-held line that 
it is the sole champion capable of  leading Chi-
na to modernity. “China’s success hinges on the 
Party… without the Communist Party of  China, 
there would be no new China and no national re-
juvenation,” Xi proclaimed.

In Xi’s telling, the CCP is constantly at war 
both with outdated forces within China – feu-
dalism and “bureaucrat-capitalism” – but also, 
importantly, with foreigners, in the form of  im-
perialism. The CCP’s ultimate victory in China’s 
civil war not only unified China once again, but 
“put an end … to all the unequal treaties imposed 
on our country by foreign powers and all the priv-

ileges that imperialist powers enjoyed in China.” 
He has a stern warning for today’s powers as well: 
“The Chinese people will absolutely not allow 
any foreign force to bully, oppress or enslave us 
and anyone who attempts to do so will face bro-
ken heads and bloodshed in front of  the iron 
Great Wall of  the 1.4 billion Chinese people.”

In outlining China’s transition from 
“semi-colonial, semi-feudal society” to the 
world’s second-largest economy, Xi made the 
bold claim that the hundred-year history of  the 
CCP reflects that “most magnificent chapter 
in the millennia-long history of  the Chinese 
nation.” Unsurprisingly, Xi largely skips over 

major part of  CCP history: He jumps from the 
CCP’s founding and eventual victory in the civ-
il war nearly directly to China’s transformation 
to a “socialist market economy” that is “open 
to the outside world.” In other words, Xi skips 
from 1949 to the post-Mao period – conve-
niently leaving out the turmoil of  Mao’s rule, 
including the Great Leap Forward and Cultur-
al Revolution. As Bonnie Girard pointed out 
in her analysis earlier, the CCP’s self-congrat-
ulations for developing China’s economy con-
veniently leave out that China was recovering 
from a long period of  stunted growth under the 
CCP’s own rule.

China celebrates
100 years of the CCP



T
he State Bank 
of  Pakistan re-
leased its Quar-
terly Payment 

System Review (QPSR) 
for the 3rd quarter of  the 
fiscal year 2020-21, which 
showed that the value of  
mobile banking, internet 
banking, and e-commerce 
transactions, all are more 
than double. 

The QSPR for Janu-
ary-March 2021 depicts 
strong growth in the area 
of  digital financial transac-
tions in the country while 
the number of  internets 
and mobile banking users 
has also increased signifi-
cantly, up 30.5percent and 
20.3percent respectively 
during Q3FY21 over the 
same period last year. 

During Q3FY21, bank 
customers performed 
309.5million e-Bank-
ing transactions, valuing 
Rs22.5trillion which reg-
istered growth rates of  
31percent by volume and 
29percent by value over 
the same quarter last year, 
the report said, adding 
that most of  the uptake 
in e-banking transactions 
was seen in the inter-
net banking and mobile 
banking transactions. The 
report further indicated 
that the volume of  mo-
bile banking transactions 
reached 51.7million, 
(up 144percent) valuing 
Rs1.3trillion up by 178per-
cent compared to 21.2mil-
lion transactions valuing 
467.5 billion in the same 
quarter, last year. 

The number of  regis-
tered mobile phone bank-
ing users has reached 
9.8million showing an in-
crease of  20percent from 
the same period last year. 
Similarly, 24.5million in-
ternet banking transac-
tions valuing Rs1.5 trillion 
were recorded during this period compared to Rs 
0.75trillion in the same quarter last year, registering 
a growth of  74percent by volume and 109percent by 
value, it said. 

The number of  Point of  Sale (POS) machines 
showed substantial growth of  37percent while on 
the POS machines, 25million card-based transac-
tions amounting to Rs 124billion were processed 
showing an increase of  28percent by volume and 
21percent by value compared to the same quarter 
last year, the QPS report noted while attributing 
the increase to the measures adopted by State Bank 
of  Pakistan (SBP), including a reduction in inter-
change fee on debit card payments, thus improving 
the share of  acquirers from overall merchant dis-
count rate (MDR). Non-cash-based e-commerce 
transactions also increased substantially in the coun-
try during Q3FY21 as e-commerce merchants pro-
cessed 5.6million transactions digitally amounting 
to Rs 15.3billion compared to 2.8million transac-
tions valuing Rs 7.1billion in Q3FY20, showing an 
increase of  100percent by volume and 115percent by 
value from the last year. 

The total number of  payment cards issued in the 
country stood at 44.5million out of  which 28.6mil-
lion were debit cards and 1.7million were credit 
cards. Further, 6.4million social welfare cards have 
been issued by banks on behalf  of  BISP, EOBI, 

Ehsaas, and other government organisations and 
schemes. It is worth mentioning that during the last 
few years, digital payment transactions in Pakistan 
have registered significant growth, reflecting the im-
pact of  favourable policies of  SBP to incentivise cus-
tomers. Expansion in digital payment infrastructure, 
as well as the emergence of  new payment aggrega-
tors, had also played their role in the growth. 

The central bank vowed to continue promoting 
digitisation in the country in line with its declared 
objectives to digitise payment and financial services 
while SBP also expected the industry to reciprocate 
the efforts that would in turn increase convenience 
for the people of  Pakistan.

On the other hand, SBP Deputy Governor Dr. 
Murtaza Syed said that witnessing the success of  
Roshan Digital Account (RDA) initiative by Paki-

stan, many countries were 
approaching the central 
bank for guidance. As 
many as 177,980 Roshan 
Digital Accounts (RDAs) 
have been opened by over-
seas Pakistan from around 
171 countries around the 
world, depositing $1.5bil-
lion funds so far, he said 
while speaking at a webi-
nar on “Pakistan’s Invest-
ment Landscape, Roshan 
Digital Account, Journey 
Towards a Naya Paki-
stan.” 

“We have created 
something quite special. 
In fact, many other coun-
tries are reaching out to 
us, having seen the success 
of  the Roshan Digital Ac-
count to try to understand 
how we went about it; 
how we implemented var-
ious mechanisms that had 
never been done before,” 
he said.

He said that this idea 
of  digitally onboarding 
customer that doesn’t ac-
tually live in that particular 
jurisdiction was not a very 
easy thing to do; adding 
that most emerging mar-
kets don’t actually have a 
mechanism like this.

He said that the SBP 
had put in new regula-
tions to allow this kind 
of  presence-less onboard-
ing of  customers and en-
abled overseas Pakistanis 
to open bank accounts in 
Pakistan 

“This didn’t exist be-
fore and in many coun-
tries,” he added.  He was 
of  the view that earlier, 
the Pakistani diaspora was 
frustrated for not having 
proper connectivity with 
the Pakistani banking sys-
tem that could have control 
over their funds, adding 
that last year, when Prime 
Minister Imran Khan di-
rected for connecting the 

overseas Pakistanis, the SBP came with RDA initia-
tive after removing bottlenecks and adopting the lat-
est technology.  Murtaza Syed said that the amount 
deposited in RDA was fully repatriable and the ac-
count holders could withdraw money any time he 
or she wanted. He said that customers have already 
been successfully using this facility. He said that an-
other special feature of  RDA was that the account 
holders do not have any dealing with FBR. Third-
ly, he added, the freezing of  foreign accounts back 
in 1998 still haunted people and made them skep-
tical. However, he assured that this could not hap-
pen again as proper legislation has been done in this 
regard in order to render freezing foreign accounts 
illegal. He said, in addition, the current scenario was 
very different from 1998, as the country was moving 
towards economic stability with the current account 
witnessing surplus during the past 11 months from 
the deficit of  $20billion, flexible and stable ex-
change rate, reserves $16billion (4 years high). He 
also lauded the government for properly handling 
the Covid-19 situation and the success of  Ehsaas 
programme. He said that the growth rate for the 
current year (2020-21) is expected to reach four to 
five percent in the next year (2021-22). Unlike in 
the past when the growth was consumption-led and 
import-driven;  this time it would be an investment 
and export-led growth, he added. n
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The number of registered mobile phone banking users has 
reached 9.8million showing an increase of 20percent from 

the same period last year. Similarly, 24.5million internet 
banking transactions valuing Rs 1.5 trillion were recorded 
during this period compared to Rs 0.75trillion in the same 

quarter last year, registering a growth of 74percent by 
volume and 109percent by value

Strong growth of 
digital transactions 

continues

The total number of payment 
cards issued in the country 
stood at 44.5million out of 

which 28.6million were debit 
cards and 1.7million were 

credit cards





C
ryptocurrency adoption is skyrocket-
ing across the world as more and more 
investors and common folk clamber 
aboard the crypto bandwagon. Pakistan, 

of  course, is no exception, and if  anything, it has 
experienced quite a boost in terms of  cryptocurren-
cy adoption over the past few years. In fact, it now 
counts among the top 15 countries in the world in 
terms of  cryptocurrency adoption.

This ranking comes straight out of  blockchain 
data platform, Chainalysis’s Global Crypto Adop-
tion Index report. According to the report’s find-
ings, Ukraine and Russia are the most crypto-savvy 
nations out there, ahead of  traditional tech behe-
moths like the USA, China, and Japan.

African nations landed some big spots on the 
top 20 list as well. Kenya comes in at 5th, South 
Africa at 7th and, Nigeria sitting comfortably at the 
8th position.

In Asia, Pakistan ranks an impressive 15th in 
the world for digital currency adoption.

According to Chainalysis, it is also estimated 
that Pakistan received in excess of  $1.5 billion in 
crypto-cash last year, with many analysts suggest 
it could’ve been higher in 2020-21 if  transactions 
were made easier.

Besides Pakistan, other Asian countries also 
showcased impressive progress towards crypto 
adoption in the past 14 months. China comes in 
at 4th, Vietnam at 10th, India 11th, Thailand 12th, 
and South Korea at 17th.

The Middle East is also catching up with others 
despite the fact that many countries in the region 
still do not allow any activities connected to the 
blockchain.

The key takeaways from the report are that 
cryptocurrency is truly a global phenomenon at 
this point and that developing nations, in partic-
ular, are exhibiting a high level of  crypto activity.

Cryptocurrencies that seemed to be defying 
gravity just some weeks ago came back down to 
earth with a bump after a roller-coaster ride which 
could undermine their potential as mainstream in-
vestments.

The two main digital currencies, Bitcoin and 
ether, fell as much as 30percent and 45percent re-
spectively, but significantly pared losses after two 
of  their biggest backers–Tesla Inc (TSLA.O) chief  
Elon Musk and Ark Invest’s (ARKK.P) Chief  Ex-
ecutive Cathie Wood–indicated their support for 
bitcoin.

While many analysts thought the explosion in 
crypto interest this year was not sustainable, the 
trigger for the shake-out was China’s move to ban 
financial and payment institutions from providing 
cryptocurrency services. It also warned investors 
against speculative crypto trading. 

At one point nearly $1 trillion was wiped off  
the market capitalization of  the entire crypto sec-
tor. In early afternoon the sam day trading, their 
market cap was $1.8 trillion, according to data 
tracker CoinGecko.com.

“It’s not just a small segment of  the world that 
is affected by cryptocurrencies; it’s now main-
stream,” said Tom Plumb, portfolio manager of  the 
Plumb Balanced Fund.

In other markets, a 
move into safe-haven U.S. 
Treasury securities initial-
ly knocked yields lower, 
although yields rose after 
the release of  minutes of  
the Federal Reserve’s latest 
meeting, while US stock 
indexes logged losses.

“There’s a lot of  lever-
age embedded into crypto 
stocks so there will be a 
spillover effect into equity 
markets in the short term 
and there is also quite the 
inflation fear as the market thinks the Fed might 
have to hike rates abruptly if  prices keep rising,” 
said Thomas Hayes, chairman and managing 
member at hedge fund Great Hill Capital LLC.

“By itself, I don’t see that as a systemic concern 

at this point,” St. Louis Federal Reserve President 
James Bullard said. “We are all quite aware that 
crypto can be very volatile.”

Cryptocurrency price declines last week were 
sparked by Musk’s reversal on Tesla accepting bit-
coin as payment, citing the heavy environmental 
toll of  “mining” bitcoin, which requires a lot of  

electricity to power the 
computers that create bit-
coin.

“Bitcoin’s sharp price 
drop should come as no 
shock to the market,” said 
Gavin Smith, CEO of  
crypto consortium Panx-
ora. “Any asset which has 
risen as much as bitcoin 
over the past year can be 
expected to have pullbacks 
as some investors with-
draw profits like we’re cur-
rently seeing.”

Bitcoin’s decline whacked other crypto assets, 
with ether, the coin linked to the ethereum block-
chain network, last down 22.5percent at $2,620.

Meme-based dogecoin also tumbled, los-
ing nearly 26percent, at 35cents, according to 

Coingecko.
Amid the volatility, cryptocurrency trading 

platforms Coinbase and Binance said they were 
investigating or experiencing some service issues. 
Shares in Coinbase (COIN.O) dropped 5.9percent 
on June 30.

Technical factors were also said to be at play 
as bitcoin appeared to accelerate once it fell below 
its 200-day moving average, a chart position which 
the traders follow.

“The crypto markets are currently processing 
a cascade of  news that fuel the bear case for price 
development,” said Ulrik Lykke, executive director 
at crypto hedge fund ARK36.

Some crypto-watchers predicted more losses 
ahead, noting the fall below $40,000 represented a 
breach of  a key technical barrier.

ARK CEO Wood, on the other hand, said in an 
interview with Bloomberg that she was still stick-
ing to her $500,000 forecast for bitcoin. 

Investors could also be exiting bitcoin for gold, 
analysts at JPMorgan said, citing data on open in-
terest in CME bitcoin futures contracts. That the 
crypto asset is tumbling at a time when inflation 
fears are rising undermines the case for investing in 
the asset class to hedge against inflation, analysts 
said. n
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According to Chainalysis, it is also estimated that Pakistan 
received in excess of $1.5 billion in crypto-cash last year, with 
many analysts suggest it could’ve been higher in 2020-21 if 
transactions were made easier

Pakistan ranks top 15 
countries worldwide 
in cryptocurrency 
adoption

Besides Pakistan, other Asian 
countries also showcased 

impressive progress towards 
crypto adoption in the past 14 
months. China comes in 4th, 

Vietnam at 10th, India 11th, 
Thailand 12th, and South

Korea at 17th



T
he Paris-based 
Financial Ac-
tion Task Force 
(FATF), a 

39-country anti-money 
laundering and count-
er-terrorism financing 
watchdog, yet again de-
cided to keep Pakistan on 
the ‘grey list’ for failing to 
complete the last one ac-
tion it needed to take to get 
its name out of  the list.

Pakistan will soon be 
removed from the Finan-
cial Action Task Force’s 
(FATF) grey list, Foreign 
Minister, Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi, has claimed.

Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi said Pakistan is 
moving forward with the 
FATF’s action plan against 
money laundering and ter-
ror financing (ML&TF) 
according to its national 
need and not on the order 
of  anyone else. He added 
that FATF placed Pakistan 
on the grey list during the 
tenure of  PML-N. Howev-
er, the incumbent Federal 
Government led by PTI 
has taken all the necessary 
steps to implement the 
27-point action plan to re-
move deficiencies from the 
national ML&TF regime.

The FATF’s virtual ple-
nary was held from 21 to 
25 June which decided to 
retain Pakistan on its grey 
list despite Pakistan had 
implemented 26 of  the 27 
points of  the action plan.

In June 2018, the 
FATF had placed Paki-
stan on the grey list due to 
strategic shortcomings in 
its ML&TF regime after 
strong lobbying was car-
ried out against it by India 
with the support of  the 
US, the UK, and the Euro-
pean Union (EU).

After Pakistan’s place-
ment on FATF’s grey list, the Pakistani government 
had committed to a 27-point action plan to remove 
deficiencies from its ML&TF regime. Federal Ener-
gy Minister Hammad Azhar has said the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) will conduct the assess-
ment of  India’s regime for Anti-Money Launder-
ing/Combating the Financing of  Terrorism (AML/
CFT) in the near future, which will be a test case for 
the Task Force. The Minister said the AML/CFT re-
gime in Pakis tan was far better than it was in India; 
this would be clear whenever the FATF carried out 
the assessment of  the regime in India.

“This will be a test case for FATF,” said Mr. 
Azhar, who is also the government’s top coordinator 
for efforts on AML/CFT. He said the illegal sale and 
purchase of  uranium in India did not fall directly un-
der the purview of FATF, as this was a subject for 
another international body; however, if  the sale pro-
ceeds were used for money laundering or terrorism 
financing then it would fall in the domain of  FATF. 
Addressing a news conference, Hammad Azhar said 
that “sailing through FATF smoothly” would be a 
success story of  the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf  govern-
ment. However, the opposition was worried over it.

He reiterated that Pakistan would fulfill all the re-
quirements of  the FATF within the next 12 months 
and advised the Opposition at the same time, to re-
frain from “hurting the country’s future due to their 
political interests.”

“The president of  FATF, who used to talk about 

blacklisting Pakistan, is now praising the country for 
its compliances,” Mr Azhar said. “Similarly the op-
position is making irrational statements about ener-
gy.”

He also presented a list of  what he called “de-
bacles” that occ urred during the tenures of  previous 
governments, including the flawed IPPs and RLNG 
contracts and the grey-listing by FATF.

More than two dozen countries have given 
cold-shoulder to Pakistan’s hundreds of  requests 
seeking mutual legal assistance to tackle with terror-
ism-financing, money laundering, and cyber terror-
ism in a move to meet the FATF’s conditions and 
recommendations.

Pakistan, under its mutual assistance laws, has 

sent more than 232 offi-
cial requests to two dozen 
countries in the past three 
years, revealed detailed 
official response the local 
authorities submitted to 
the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF).

Islamabad, in its hun-
dreds of  pages response, 
told the FATF’s top man-
agement that its Financial 
Monitoring Unit (FMU) 
and law enforcement 
agencies traced the origin 
of  terror financing to these 
countries, but did not re-
ceive any substantial legal 
support from then and sol-
id information to proceed 
with the investigations and 
cases against these terror-
ism/terrorists’ financiers 
and their abettors in their 
courts.

“An offense wise di-
vision of  all 232 MLA 
[Mutual Legal Assis-
tance] outgoing requests 
and specific details with 
respect to the number of  
requests, subject matter, 
and recipient countries are 
annexed at section A of  
Annex-IO-2.1.3…that are 
of  high money laundering 
and terror financing risk…
but no encouraging re-
sponse received from these 
countries,” spelled out the 
response demonstrating a 
focus on those countries in 
which geographical risk is 
higher. Only in March this 
year, the FMU sent 34 in-
ternational requests for in-
formation at the request of  
LEAs, out of  which 30 re-
quests were sent following 
directives of  the National 
Counter-Terrorism Au-
thority (NACTA), reads 
the response. The FMU 
has also independently 
made 59 international 
cooperation requests to 

foreign jurisdictions during this period, it was ex-
plained in the response. Pakistan said since the en-
actment of  the MLA Act in August 2020, Pakistan 
has extended the MLA to and requested assistance 
from the UK, France, Cyprus, Afghanistan, UAE, 
Canada, Netherlands, Serbia, Cayman Islands, and 
Iran. The FMU also received 23 incoming requests 
from different countries for information since March 
2018, which were duly responded to, revealed Paki-
stan’s response, adding the National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) generated five requests involving pro-
ceeds of  money laundering and corruption to Swit-
zerland, Hong Kong, the UK, Australia, and Leb-
anon. The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) sent 
eight requests involving corruption to the UAE, the 
UK, USA, Canada, Switzerland, France, and Sey-
chelles, the official response revealed. The FIA also 
sent requests involving money laundering and the 
use of  Hawala to Malaysia, the UAE, China, Japan, 
the UK, UAE, and Hong Kong during this period.

“The majority of  outgoing MLA requests are 
based on targeting cross border money laundering 
and terrorism financing investigations in domestic 
proceedings, specifically with respect to fundrais-
ing/funding for terrorist activities and funding for 
prohibited organisations and Madrassas,” revealed 
the official response. “This aligns with the findings 
in the National Risk Assessment 2019 which found 
that the overall terrorism financing risk level for Pa-
kistan is very significant.” n

Islamabad told the FATF’s top management that Financial 
Monitoring Unit (FMU) and the law enforcement agencies 

in Pakistan traced the origin of terror financing to these 
countries, but did not receive any substantial legal support 

and solid information from them to proceed with the 
investigations and cases against these terrorism/terrorists’ 

financiers and their abettors in their courts

Unjustified financial 
task force decision 

adds to stress on 
Pakistan

Shah Mehmood Qureshi said 
Pakistan is moving forward 
with the FATF’s action plan 

against money laundering and 
terror financing (ML&TF) 

according to its national need 
and not on the order of 

anyone else
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T
he Universal Service Fund (USF) awarded 
contract worth approximately PKR 154 
million to Jazz for providing high speed 
mobile broadband services in Multan and 

Khanewal Districts of  Southern Punjab. Federal 
Minister for Information Technology (IT) and Tele-
communication, Syed Amin Ul Haque and Foreign 
Minister, Shah Mahmood Qureshi witnessed the 
contract signing ceremony in Islamabad recently. 
The contracts were signed by Haaris Mahmood 
Chaudhary, CEO, USF with Aamir Ibrahim, CEO, 
Jazz. The Federal Secretary for IT & Telecommuni-
cation and Chairman USF Board, Dr. Muhammad 
Sohail Rajput and Parliamentary Secretary, Zain 
Qureshi, Member Telecom Muhammad Umar Ma-
lik, Member IC Ajmal Awan and other senior Offi-
cials were also present at the ceremony.

While addressing the ceremony, Federal Min-
ister for IT and Telecommunication, Syed Amin 
Ul Haque said that, MoITT through USF has con-
tracted projects worth approximately PKR 6.5 bil-
lion to provide high speed internet to 3.8 million 
people in Southern Punjab. These include six high 
speed mobile broadband projects and three optic fi-
ber cable projects. 

According to Syed Amin Ul Haque, under these 
projects, we are spending a total of  PKR 708 mil-
lion for provision of  high speed broadband services 
in three districts of  Bahawalpur, Bahawalpur, Ra-
him Yar Khan and Bahawalnagar. About 2.6 mil-
lion people living in 846 villages will benefit from 
this. Similarly, in Dera Ghazi Khan Division, four 
districts DG Khan, Layyah, Muzaffargarh and Ra-
janpur, PKR 141 million is being spent. While PKR 
4.47 billion is being spent on three projects related 
to the laying of  optical fiber cable. With the com-
pletion of  these projects, an area of  about 2, 000 sq. 
km will be connected with OFC. More than 25% 
work has been done on broadband services projects. 
Completion of  these projects will provide the fast-

est broadband services to 393 villages with a popu-
lation of  over 0.85 million.”

While addressing the ceremony, Foreign Min-
ister, Shah Mahmood Qureshi said that he was 
pleasantly surprised to hear the performance of  the 

MoITT which is working day and night for the ful-
fillment of  the Prime Minister’s Digital Pakistan vi-
sion. He thanked the Federal Minister, Syed Amin 
Ul Haque for initiating the development projects in 
Southern Punjab and said that the Ministry of  For-

eign Affairs would provide all possible assistance 
and support for the promotion of  IT industry and 
showcasing of  Pakistani IT products around the 
world because Ministry of  IT is at the forefront of  
those sectors through which numerous job oppor-
tunities and the country’s economy can be strength-
ened. 

Sharing his views on the development, CEO 
Jazz, Aamir Ibrahim said: “Jazz has invested US$ 
462 million during the last two years mainly to ex-
pand its 4G footprint in rural and semi-urban areas. 
This is in line with our mission to bridge the digital 
divide and to collaborate with the Government of  
Pakistan in helping realize the Digital Pakistan vi-
sion. Today’s contract signing is a testament of  our 
commitment to create ICT-led socioeconomic op-
portunities for the masses.” 

Earlier on his welcome address, CEO USF, 
Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary said: “The USF is 
committed in its resolve to empower the marginal-
ized communities of  Pakistan. This project will ben-
efit an unserved population of  0.48 million in 170 
unserved mauzas, thereby covering an unserved area 
of  1,323 sq. km. of  Multan and Khanewal districts. 
The project will be completed in 12 months.”  n
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CEO Jazz, Aamir Ibrahim said Jazz has invested US$ 462 million during the last two years 
mainly to expand its 4G footprint in rural and semi-urban areas. This is in line with our 
mission to bridge the digital divide and to collaborate with the Government of Pakistan in 
helping realize the Digital Pakistan vision

USF awards contract to Jazz for 
providing high speed mobile 
broadband services in Multan
and Khanewal Districts

Federal Minister for 
Information Technology (IT) 

and Telecommunication, Syed 
Amin Ul Haque and Foreign 

Minister, Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi witnessed the 

contract signing ceremony





Flare: What is your understanding of consum-
er preferences when designing or conceptualizing 
camera technology?

Eric Kong: As per the latest trends, camera 
and design are the top-most priorities for the self-
ie-loving generation living in vibrant and fast-paced 
lifestyles. Despite so many technological advance-
ments in megapixels of  smartphone cameras, even 
today, users struggle to capture Instagram-worthy 
night selfies, with pictures turning out either blurry 
and overexposed or unclear and noisy. Recognizing 
the consumer need to capture memories at all times, 
especially night scenes, vivo has brought V21 with 
OIS feature (optical image stabilization) in 44MP 
OIS Night Selfie System coupled with features such 
as 44MP OIS Super Night Selfie, Dual Selfie Spot-
light, AI Night Portrait with AI Night Algorithm 
to deliver an ultimate night-time photography ex-
perience. With a 7.29 mm Ultra Slim AG design, 
V21 has a sleek body and works like a charm as a 
design accessory. With V21, vivo has reimagined 
night photography like never before, and taking sel-
fies in the backdrop of  any light will be an absolute 
pleasure. The device is completely designed and 
conceptualized after understanding customer needs 
closely, supported by thorough research. 

Flare: What is the idea or the inspiration be-
hind the OIS? What is the kind of research that 
went into creating the front camera OIS Super 
Night Selfie feature?

Eric Kong: One mantra we keep repeating 
back in all vivo offices is that customer satisfac-
tion comes before anything else. Our teams con-
duct in-depth market analysis before designing a 
vivo smartphone. The idea is to club together the 
best resources to create smartphones with amazing 
features. The front camera is the most used smart-
phone feature today and the Optical Image Stabi-
lization (OIS) feature in V21 is a result of  that re-
search. The OIS intelligently detects the movement 
of  the phone and increases the quality of  shots, 
thus making them clearer and cleaner. Previously, 
consumers talked about blurry photographs, unsta-
ble videos, and overexposure at night-time due to 
the flashlight in extremely dark rooms leading to 
unrealistic images. The V21 front camera has met 
this challenge to easily create high-quality images. 
When combined with Electronic Image Stabiliza-
tion (EIS), the technology enhances image details 
to bring out ultra-HD images. 

Flare: According to vivo’s internal research, 
what challenges do users face in mobile photog-
raphy, and how does vivo aim to provide efficient 
solutions? 

Eric Kong: vivo believes in satisfying its cus-
tomers with the best possible products. Internal 
vivo surveys have found three major pain points 
of  night photography. Background lighting plays 
a major role in ensuring high-quality photographs. 
A dark environment is a real challenge for pho-
tographers because imaging is impossible in such 
surroundings. On one hand, using a flashlight in 
extremely dark environments leads to overexpo-
sure and oversaturation of  images, on the other 
hand, average smartphone cameras tend to yield 
noisy and grainy photos in dimly lit areas. While 
smartphone brands have been relentlessly work-
ing on enhancing their camera performance with 
each new device, vivo has been positioning itself  as 

a brand that encourages professional mobile pho-
tography. Therefore, the brand aims to produce the 
best smartphone cameras in different price ranges 
affordable for all consumers. The V21 is a solution 
to all-night photography struggles. vivo brings the 
new industry-leading 44MP OIS Night Selfie Sys-
tem that intelligently understands all your photog-
raphy needs.

Flare: The V21 series is said to have a design 
philosophy. What has been your design-led inno-
vation strategy for this series?

Eric Kong: The V21 series comes in an ad-
vanced industrial design along with other innova-
tive features that make the series unique, both in 
terms of  functionality and design. The V21 will be 
amongst the slimmest smartphones available in the 
market. vivo’s learnings of  the current market and 
consumer behaviour suggest that while customers 
choose smartphones with exceptional performance, 
design and appearance also play a huge role in ar-
riving the decision. For example, a bulging design 
will not appeal to consumers who are looking for 
sleek, easy to hold, and professional-looking smart-
phones. Style and trends have become a part of  our 
lifestyles. People are changing accessories that suit 
their personality to feel confident. Smartphones in 
hand also portray the same emotion. This is where 
vivo’s V21 design strategy saves the day. The V21 
supports a 7.29mm Ultra Slim AG Design that fea-
tures a silky-smooth finish at the rear side. 

Flare: Would you walk us through the journey 
of the V21 series? How is V21 unique and special 
this year?

Eric Kong: Allow me to introduce you to the 

theme of  the V21 series- Be The Light At Night. vivo 
takes the route of  deep, methodical research and in-
novation for manufacturing every smartphone. vivo 
encourages its customers to shine and be their own 
light. The theme is a reminder of  self-dependence 
and individuality. Moreover, what is photography 
if  not painting with light? With the V21 series re-
defining night photography, the theme shares the 
importance of  light for photography at all times 
of  the day. The V21 series is special because the 
attention to detail in its front camera system has 
been a game-changer.

 Flare: Could you give an insight into vivo’s 
ambitions and goals for the V-series? What does 
the future hold for vivo customers?

Eric Kong: Technology is advancing every day. 
Given the unfortunate state of  the pandemic, hu-
mans have become dependent on technology for 
their daily chores. vivo aims at further understand-
ing customer needs to produce price-sensitive, us-
er-friendly, meaningful, and high-quality devices 
for all our customers. A lot is happening at vivo 
right now. Since vivo has been taking a stand for 
encouraging professional photography, our teams 
have been innovating and trying out different 
functions that will revolutionize mobile photogra-
phy in the coming years. We are also working on 
making camera parts smaller and more flexible to 
accommodate new technology and give a more ap-
pealing look to all vivo smartphones. Videography 
is also a growing interest among budding filmmak-
ers. Keeping that in mind, vivo is also working on 
camera advancements that create stable freehand 
videos. n
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Eric Kong, the CEO of vivo Pakistan talks about vivo’s latest 
launch–the V21 series– the story behind its innovation, the 
latest technology, research, innovation, and the future of 
the V-series in Pakistan

vivo understands the pain points 
of night selfies and photos so 
presents V21 as a solution to users: 
says Eric Kong, CEO Pakistan



T
he Pakistan Telecommunication Author-
ity (PTA) has renewed licenses of  three 
cellular mobile companies for Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and Gilg-

it-Baltistan (G-B) at a total fee of  $40.5 million for 
a term of  15 years. The three cellular mobile op-
erators i.e., Telenor Pakistan, PMCL (Jazz), and 
PTML (Ufone) have deposited payment (50 per-
cent of  the PTA determined license fee) amount-
ing to Rs 3.19 billion against their license renewal 
fee, with the PTA.

The Authority has renewed Telenor, Ufone, 
and Jazz cellular licenses at $13.5 million each for 
a term of  15 years.

The cellular license renewal ceremony for 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan 
was held at the PTA Headquarters, Islamabad, 
which was attended by Federal Secretary for IT 
and Telecommunication, Dr. Muhammad Sohail 
Rajput, Chairman PTA, Major General ® Amir 
Azim Bajwa , Member Finance PTA, Muham-
mad Naveed, and Member Compliance and En-
forcement PTA, Dr. Khawar Siddique Khokhar, 
Executive Director, Frequency Allocation Board 
(FAB), Joint Secretary Gilgit-Baltistan Council, 

Deputy Secretary (Finance) and Deputy Secretary 
(Welfare and Development) AJK Council, and se-
nior officers of  the PTA. CEOs of  Telenor, Jazz, 
and Ufone along with senior representatives of  the 
CMOs, also attended the event.

Federal Minister for Information Technolo-
gy and Telecommunication Syed Aminul Haq, 
through an official statement, congratulated the 
people of  Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Kashmir on 
the successful completion of  this phase. We wish 
the people of  Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan 

the best and quality cellular services, the Minister 
said in his message.

He further said that mobile phone companies 
should ensure quality services to consumers. Res-
idents of  remote areas deserve as much right as 
mobile phone service and broadband, said the 
Minister, adding that additional spectrum auction 
for Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan to be com-
pleted soon.

The chairman PTA lauded the efforts of  the 
cellular operators for playing a crucial role in pro-
viding connectivity across these regions.

He also appreciated the tireless efforts of  the 
concerned officials of  the PTA, FAB, and the 

MoIT for the on-time completion of  the renewal 
process. He further stated that the AJK and the 
G-B are the key areas of  tourism in Pakistan and 
the license renewal will pave the way for the pro-
vision of  3G/4G and Next Generation Mobile 
Services to the consumers of  these areas as well 
tourists.

Continuous efforts are being made to bring 
state-of-the-art telecommunication services to the 
far-flung areas of  the country to enable access to 
a multitude of  opportunities for businesses, edu-
cation, and health. Rajput congratulated the mo-
bile operators on the renewal of  licenses. He said 
that AJK and G-B hold immense significance in 
the government policies, and it is the government’s 
priority to provide advanced telecom services to 
these regions. He said that there are vast oppor-
tunities for public-private collaboration in various 
sectors including telecoms.

Due to license renewals, this will not only con-
tribute towards the uninterrupted provision of  bet-
ter telecom services to the people of  AJK and G-B 
but also help promote competition and investment 
in the telecom sector.

According to Telenor Pakistan, the PTA has 
renewed its license to operate in the AJK and G-B 
to continue empowering the region through its 
connectivity services. The license renewal signing 
ceremony took place at the PTA headquarter in 
Islamabad, which was attended by Major General 
(r) Amir Azeem Bajwa, Chairman PTA, Irfan Wa-
hab Khan, CEO Telenor Pakistan, and its manage-
ment. As the first operator to provide its services 
in this region, Telenor Pakistan has established it-
self  as a market leader over the years.

The license, which expired on 25th June 2021, 
is being renewed for 15 years. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Irfan Wahab Khan, Chief  Executive Of-
ficer Telenor Pakistan said: “In this digital age, 
smart connectivity has become a necessary utility 
and Telenor Pakistan is committed to continually 
serve the people of  AJK and G-B through the pro-
vision of  Next Generation Mobile Services. Over 
the years, we have taken steps to build digital infra-
structure in the region that enable access to digital 
and financial inclusion. Driven by our purpose, 
we will continue our efforts to advance smart con-
nectivity by introducing modern technologies and 
services for people of  AJK and G-B.”

Earlier, Pakistan Telecommunication Author-
ity (PTA) had permitted telecom operators to 
provide internet services in the Khyber District 
of  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK)and some areas 
of  Balochistan. “In pursuance of  government’s 
vision of  providing internet services across the 
country, after review of  the security situation by 
the concerned departments, instructions have 
been issued to telecom operators for restoration of  
internet services in Khyber District of  Khyber Pa-
khtunkhawa and various areas of  certain districts 
of  Balochistan,” the PTA said. 

Balochistan’s areas include Turbat city, Kech, 
Awaran, Panjgur, Washuk & Kalat along the high-
ways i.e., RCDH, N-30, N-85, and Awaran-Bela 
Road.

Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs) will also 
be directed to upgrade their existing infrastructure 
from 2G sites to 3G/ 4G where feasible, and con-
sider network expansion so that better voice and 
data services are available to the residents of  these 
areas.

The restoration of  data services will help res-
idents to fulfill their educational, health, com-
merce, and communication needs. Restoration of  
internet services in other areas will be implement-
ed in phases, subject to the review of  the security 
situation. n

The Authority has renewed Telenor, Ufone, and Jazz cellular 
licenses at $13.5 million each for a term of 15 years. The cellular 
license renewal ceremony for Azad Jammu and Kashmir and 
Gilgit-Baltistan was held at the PTA Headquarters, Islamabad

PTA renews licenses of 
3 cellular companies in 
AJK, GB

CEOs of Telenor, Jazz, and 
Ufone along with senior 

representatives of the CMOs 
also attended the event.
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A
s the govern-
ment is already 
facing many 
challenges like 

terrorism, strong oppo-
sition, price-hike, FATF 
that retained Pakistan on 
grey-list, USA pressure 
to lessen the influence of  
China, and many other. 
Now is another piece of  
very sensational news 
that the around 1,000 visa 
stickers from the Italian 
Embassy in Islamabad 
have been stolen. There 
is high security within the 
Capital areas, especially 
where the foreign embas-
sies are located.

First SchengenVisa-
Info.com reported the in-
cident and later the Paki-
stani Ministry of  Foreign 
Affairs reported the theft 
of  around 1,000 visa stick-
ers from the Italian Em-
bassy in Islamabad. The 
spokesperson, Zahid Ha-
feez Chaudhri, confirmed 
the news and said that the 
incident had already been 
reported to the Ministry 
of  Foreign Affairs by the 
foreign diplomatic mis-
sion.

“The information was 
immediately shared with 
the concerned authorities 
to take appropriate action 
in this regard,” Chaudhri 
said.

According to reports, 
the Ministry of  Foreign 
Affairs has informed the 
Interior Ministry and Fed-
eral Investigation Agency 
(FIA) that around 1,000 
visa stickers have been 
taken away from the lock-
er room of  the Italian em-
bassy earlier this month.

The concerned depart-
ments have been request-
ed to keep track of  the 
visa stickers at all entry 
and exit points and report 
any seizure of  the stolen 
stickers to the Ministry of  
Foreign Affairs.

About 750 stolen 
visa stickers bear the 
serial numbers from 
ITA041913251 to ITA041914000, and the 250 visa 
stickers have the numbers from ITA041915751 to 
ITA041916000.

According to Schengen Visa Statistics, Pakistan 
has been listed 11th country in the world with the 
highest rejected Schengen visa rates, following sev-
eral African countries. In 2021, the data revealed 
that 43.5percent of  visa applications from Pakistan 
had been rejected.

European Asylum Support Office (EASO) re-
port has also revealed that among the top countries 
to have applied for asylum during March 2021 in 
European member countries is Pakistan. EASO 
has reported a 17percent increase in first-time ap-
plications and a 31percent decline in repeated ap-
plications. The organisation said that 42,000 asy-
lum applications were lodged in the EU countries 
in March 2021.

The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) has 
been tasked to check the misuse of  1,000 Schen-
gen visa stickers stolen from the Italian Embassy 
in Islamabad. The Foreign Ministry requested the 
Interior Ministry and the FIA “to keep track of  

these visa stickers at all entry and exit points and 
report any seizure to this [foreign] ministry”. The 
interior ministry has referred the matter to the FIA 
headquarters.

“FIA’s role will be just to stop misuse of  these 
visa stickers by entering their numbers in our sys-
tem.” As far as investigation into the theft of  visa 
stickers is concerned, it falls in the domain of  the 
local police station, the sources said.

However, the police have not received any com-
plaint either from the Italian embassy or from the 

Interior Ministry for lodg-
ing the First Information 
Report (FIR) of  the theft 
till the filing of  this report.

According to the 
sources, FIA’s system in-
stalled at airports is capa-
ble of  detecting the holder 
of  stolen visa whenever 
he/she will try to use it to 
fly to Italy or anywhere in 
the Schengen region.

The sources did not 
rule out the involvement 
of  the organised network 
of  human traffickers in 
the theft since they sell the 
visa stickers.

An official working 
for a private overseas em-
ployment company said it 
was a multi-billion-rupee 
scam because the price 
of  a Schengen visa starts 
from Rs2 million and 
some people may even be 
willing to pay up to Rs4m 
for it.

An FIA official said 
there are organised rack-
ets and small groups of  
people who smuggle 
thousands of  desperate 
men, women, and chil-
dren abroad every year. 
The FIA Red Book enlists 
around 112 “most wanted 
traffickers”.

The Red Book con-
tains names of  the most 
wanted terrorists and 
criminals involved in the 
drug trade, fraud, money 
laundering, human traf-
ficking, and other such 
illegal activities.

Most of  these want-
ed traffickers belong to 
Central Punjab, while a 
sizeable number of  these 
criminals hail from Sindh, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Balochistan, and Azad 
Jammu&Kashmir.

The sources have ex-
pressed apprehensions 
that the traffickers may al-
ready have sent a number 
of  aspirants to the Schen-
gen states through stolen 
visa stickers.

The Italian Embas-
sy normally issues visas 

through FedEx, but it has closed the visa facility for 
more than a year due to Covid-19. Currently, there 
is a list of  107 non-EU countries whose citizens 
require a visa if  they wish to travel to the EU. Ev-
ery year, millions of  tourists and business trippers 
from these countries are able to travel freely across 
multiple European countries on a single permit, by 
applying for a Schengen visa.

A Schengen visa takes the form of  a sticker af-
fixed to the travel document, and allows its holder 
to enter, freely travel within and leave the Schengen 
zone from any of  the 26 Schengen member coun-
tries. There are several different types of  Schengen 
visas available, each with slightly different validity 
periods and permissions granted. Key information 
such as the validity period of  your visa and which 
countries you are permitted to enter on your visa 
type are indicated on the visa sticker by certain 
codes or abbreviations.

It is important that you know how to read your 
visa, as this will allow you to keep track of  your 
permissions and ensure you do not overstay in the 
Schengen area. n
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First SchengenVisaInfo.com reported the incident and later 
the Pakistani Ministry of Foreign Affairs reported the theft 
of around 1,000 visa stickers from the Italian Embassy in 
Islamabad. The spokesperson, Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri, 

confirmed the news and said that the incident had already 
been reported to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs by the 

foreign diplomatic mission

1,000 Schengen 
visa stickers stolen 

dilemma

The concerned departments 
have been requested to keep 
track of the visa stickers at all 

entry and exit points and 
report any seizure of the stolen 

stickers to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs





D
eputy Commissioner Muzaffargarh 
Amjad Shoaib Khan Tareen punished 
the first person under the Protection 
of  Parents Ordinance 2021, sentenc-

ing him to one month jail and Rs 50,000 fine for 
maltreating his parents. The action was taken af-
ter a complaint was filed by the parents wherein 
they accused their son of  beating and evicting 
them from their home last year. Additional Depu-
ty Commissioner General (ADCG) Ehsan-ul-Haq 
told the media that the DC has also ordered SHO 
Civil Lines to get the house vacated from the ac-
cused and hand it over to his parents. The elder-
ly couple, Ghulam Fatima and her deaf  husband 
Muhammad Iqbal said in the complaint that their 
son Mukhtar Hussain was not treating them well 
and would beat them up.

“A year ago, Mukhtar forced us to leave home 
and since then we have been sustaining ourselves 
by doing domestic work at others,” said Fatima.

After receiving the complaint, the DC sum-
moned both the parties to his office and provided 
them an opportunity to reconcile.

Mukhtar Hussain sought forgiveness from his 
parents and expressed willingness to take them 
back home and fulfill the responsibility of  their 
care.

The parents, however, refused, following which 
the Deputy Commissioner decided the matter as 
per the law.

The PTI MPA Sardar Abdul Hayee Khan Das-
ti hailed the DC for taking the country’s first de-
cision under Parental Protection Ordinance 2021.

“The PTI government has provided a credible 
protection shield to elderly parents by virtue of  
this law,” said Dasti, regarding the decision.

A couple of  weeks ago, President Dr. Arif  Alvi 
had promulgated an ordinance for the protection 
of  parents, providing them security against forced 
eviction from their houses. The President promul-

gated the Parental Protection Ordinance 2021, un-
der Article 89 of  the Constitution, which makes 
perpetration of  such acts liable to punishment 
which inc ludes one-year jail term or fine, or both, 
to those found guilty.

According to the Ordinance, parents would 
have the protection of  residing in their houses 
even if  their siblings are owners of  houses or they 
have rented them out. While in cases where the 
ownership rights vested with parents, they could 
ask their children to vacate the house. After receiv-
ing a notice, the children would be bound to vacate 
the house. In case of  failure to vacate the house on 
time, they would have to undergo 30-day impris-
onment or pay a fine or face both punishments.

The district deputy commissioners have been 
given the authority to proceed in accordance with 
law if  the vacation notice is not complied with. 
Under the ordinance, police can make arrests with-

out warrants in these cases while both parents and 
their children have been given the right to appeal.

When contacted, former secretary of  Ministry 
of  Human Rights Rabiya Javeri Agha said that the 
ordinance would protect parents from being evict-
ed from their houses by their children.

“The matter is about the vulnerability of  the 
parents in their old age and the role of  law in 
protecting them. The ministry has sufficient data 
on the abuse of  elders in Pakistan and legal safe-
guards will protect them from becoming homeless 
and to provide them the legal support to evict abu-

sive children living with them through the institu-
tional process,” she said.

According to data, 25.2 percent of  parents 
in Islamabad have experienced physical assault. 
This is an alarming number revealing that over 
a fourth of  the parents in the federal capital are 
being mistreated by their own children. In Islam-
abad, 31.8percent of  elderly men and 16.7percent 
of  elderly women experience mistreatment by 
their own children. Over a fourth of  such cases — 
25.2pecent — abound in the urban areas of  the 
capital.

The case of  Balochistan is also shocking where 
14.7percent of  parents have experienced oppres-
sive behaviour from their own children. While 
21.8percent of  elderly men in the province have ex-
perienced maltreatment, about 6percent of  elder-
ly women have also been subjected to disrespect. 
Sindh follows next with 8.2pecent of  parents being 
mistreated by their children, with Punjab at 6.1pe-
cent and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa at 2.4percent.

“Remember that we have 14 million people 
over the age of  60 years so even though in propor-
tion to our population they are not at a high num-
ber, it still makes us one of  the 15 countries in the 
world with an old age population of  over 60. The 
projections are that we will have 44million elderly 
persons by 2050,” the former secretary said.

As a human rights defender, Tahira Abdullah 
stood by her principled objection to and outright 
rejection of  the legislation via presidential ordi-
nances. “Irrespective of  its substantive merits, this 
cannot be defined as an ‘emergency’ either war-
ranting or justifying an ordinance. Instead of  ta-
bling all draft bills in parliament, this government 
has turned into an ordinance factory,” she said.

She said the subject of  parental protection was 
sensitive, requiring social science research-based 
expert input and in-depth debate in the parliamen-
tary committees. n
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The elderly couple, Ghulam Fatima and her deaf husband Muhammad Iqbal said in the 
complaint that their son Mukhtar Hussain was not treating them well and would beat them up

First person punished under 
Parental Protection Ordinance 
2021 for maltreating parents

Mukhtar forced us to leave 
home and since then we have 
been sustaining ourselves by 

doing domestic work at others 



I
t seemed that Bangladesh remittances will 
overtake Pakistanis’ in near future as it remit-
tances hit an all-time high of  nearly US$23 bil-
lion from July to May of  the fiscal year 2020-

21, ending this month, against Pakistan remittances 
of  $24.2 billion during the July-April 2021 period, 
which is higher by 29 percent from the correspond-
ing period of  the last year. Bangladesh’s Finance 
Ministry spokesman Gazi Towhidul Islam said, ex-
patriate Bangladeshis remitted home $22.84 billion 
in July-May, 39.49 percent higher than the same 
period a year ago.

He said Bangladeshis remitted home $2.17 bil-
lion in May, the highest monthly amount since July 
last year when the country received $2.60 billion.

A Bangladesh Bank official who did not like to 
be named said, the July-May income is the high-
est-ever from the remittances the country received 
in a single year since independence in 1971.

Bangladeshis in the 2019-20 fiscal year remit-
ted home $18.21 billion, which were previously the 
highest remittances in a single year.

“Usually inflow of  remittances always increase 
in the Muslim Eid festival before months,” KAS 
Murshid, immediate past Director-General of  the 
Bangladesh Institute of  Development Studies, said.

“But this time we saw more inflow of  remittanc-
es, as non-resident Bangladeshis continued to send 
more money back home owing to the Corona-vi-
rus,” he said. “Expatriate Bangladeshis are proba-
bly thinking that they are not safe enough in the 
countries or regions where they stay at present due 
to the pandemic. So their preference is sending ev-
ery penny of  the hard-earned money to the family 
members in Bangladesh instead of  keeping it with 
them on foreign lands,” he added.

Apart from this, he said the 2-percent incentive 
on remittances announced by the government also 
contributed immensely to boost the inflow of  remit-
tances through formal channels that hugely helped 
the country maintain macroeconomic stability de-
spite the pandemic.

The country’s Directorate General of  Health 
Services reported 1,765 new cases of  COVID-19 
and 41 new deaths on June 1, bringing the number 
of  total cases to 802,305 and the death toll to 12,660. 
With nearly 8 million of  its 160 million citizens 
living abroad, Bangladesh has one of  the world’s 
largest emigrant populations after India, Mexico, 
China, Russia, and Syria, according to estimates 
from the United Nations’ Population Division. As 
temporary workers who head overwhelmingly to 
the Gulf  Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, 
Bangladeshi migrants remit much of  their savings 
back home every month.

Their contributions form crucial lifeblood for 
Bangladesh, which in recent years has reduced 
poverty, fashioned itself  into one of  South Asia’s 
economic success stories, and has been on track to 
exit the United Nations list of  least developed coun-
tries by 2024. Yet the country, which is situated in 
a low-lying delta, has seen its advances hamstrung 
in part by persistent exposure to the adverse effects 
of  climate change and frequent natural calamities, 
including cyclones and typhoons that have killed 
thousands over recent decades. At the same time, 
Bangladesh has responded to one of  the largest con-
temporary humanitarian crises, receiving 1.1 mil-
lion Rohingya who had fled neighboring Myanmar.

Meanwhile, remittances to Pakistan from the 
country’s diaspora stayed above $2 billion for the 
11th consecutive month in April 2021, reaching 
$2.8 billion, up by 56 percent when compared to 
the same month last year.

Cumulatively, remittances have raised to an all-
time high mark of  $24.2 billion during July-April 
2021 period, up by 29 percent over the correspond-
ing period last year, State Bank of  Pakistan (SBP), 
the central bank, said. “The remittance inflows in 
the first 10 months of  the financial year 2020-21 
have already crossed the full fiscal year 2019-20 lev-
el by more than $1 billion,” according to the central 
bank.

Prime Minister Imran Khan has thanked over-
seas Pakistanis for record remittance inflows and 
said the country’s diaspora have faith in Naya Pa-

kistan. “I have always believed overseas Pakistanis 
to be our greatest asset. In April, your remittances 
rose to an all-time high of  $2.8b. Remitting $24.2b 
in the first 10 months of  FY21, you have broken 
the record level achieved in the entire FY20. Thank 
you for your faith in Naya Pakistan,” the Prime 
Minister tweeted.Analysts and banking experts said 
Pakistan is expected to receive record remittance 
inflows of  up to $29 billion this year. This comes 
as initiatives launched by the government and cen-
tral bank to facilitate overseas workers have started 
yielding positive results despite challenges posed by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“Proactive policy measures by the government 
and SBP to encourage more inflows through formal 
channels, curtailed cross border travel in the face 
of  Covid-19, altruistic transfers to Pakistan amid 
the pandemic, orderly foreign exchange market 
conditions and, more recently, Eid-related inflows 

have contributed to record levels of  remittances 
this year,” the central bank said. Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE remained atop two major contributors in 
April as non-resident Pakistanis remitted $6.4 bil-
lion and $5.1 billion, respectively. The country also 
received $3.3 billion from the United Kingdom and 
$2.2 billion from the United States as the Pakistani 
diaspora sent more money back home for Eid and 
Ramadan spending.

Overseas Pakistanis residing in Gulf  states in 
general, and the UAE and Saudi Arabia in partic-
ular, are likely to maintain an upward momentum 
in remittances. They contributed more than 60 per-
cent of  the total inflows during the July-April 2021 
period. Samiullah Tariq, head of  research at Paki-
stan Kuwait Investment, said remittance inflows to 
Pakistan are expected to hit up to $29 billion this 
year due to an extraordinary environment across 
the globe in the wake of  the pandemic.

“Restrictions on travelling, more reliance on 
digital/official channels, the introduction of  new 
channels of  money transfer, the introduction of  Ro-
shan Digital Account, government efforts to curb 
anti-money laundering and more incentives for 
banks are some of  the key reasons to attract all-time 
remittances so far,” Tariq told Khaleej Times.

He said higher penetration of  internet banking 
in the country is also a major reason to attract more 
inflows through official channels.

“If  a person becomes regular user of  the inter-
net banking, the chances are little he would go for 
cash transfers. He would prefer digital channels to 
transfer funds back home,” he said. n

Expatriate Bangladeshis are probably thinking they are not safe 
enough in the countries or regions where they stay at present 
due to the pandemic. So their preference is sending every penny 
of the hard-earned money to the family members in Bangladesh 
instead of keeping it with them on foreign lands

Bangladesh 
remittances to beat 
Pakistan remittances 
in near future

With nearly eight million of 
its 160 million citizens living 
abroad, Bangladesh has one 

of the world’s largest emigrant 
populations after India, 
Mexico, China, Russia, 

and Syria
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A
imed at promoting social entrepreneur-
ship and strengthening the startup eco-
system in the country UNDP Pakistan 
and Jazz have launched SDG bootcamp 

for Social Enterprises. Under the project, 20 boot-
camps will be conducted across the county to train 
800 young social entrepreneurs, including 50 percent 
women, over the course of  two years. In this regard, 
a meeting was also recently held with Dr. Arif  Alvi, 
President of  Pakistan wherein Knut Ostby, Resi-
dent Representative, UNDP Pakistan, and Aamir 
Ibrahim, CEO, Jazz apprised the President about 
the project and its expected impact. Aspiring social 
entrepreneurs across Pakistan can apply for regis-
trations https://bit.ly/3wTQPFM. The focus will 
be on enterprises that are innovative, tackle at least 
one of the development challenges of  the country, 
and contribute to the achievement of  the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). The most promising 
social venture ideas will be provided seed money to 
take the initiatives. UNDP has been a key partner 
for developing and implementing Prime Minister’s 
Kamyab Jawan Programme which aims to empower 
Pakistani youth through various projects. As part of  
the project, the trainees will have an opportunity to 
secure Kamyab Jawan loans to make their business 
ideas a reality.

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Youth 
Affairs, Usman Dar said, “UNDP has been an im-
portant technical partner of  the Prime Minister’s 
Kamyab Jawan programme since its inception. I am 
sure the partnership between UNDP and Jazz will 
help advance the entrepreneurial ecosystem of the 
country to enable many beneficiaries of  the SDG 
bootcamps to secure Kamyab Jawan loans so that 
they could materialise their business ideas.”

Speaking about the initiatives, UNDP Resident 

Representative Knut Ostby said, “Social enterprises 
are cause-driven businesses that carry the primary 
purpose of  improving social objectives and serve 
the common good. It is essential to help the youth 
of Pakistan create businesses that not only lead to 
economic growth and job creation but would also 
be beneficial to society. UNDP’s Youth Empower-

ment Programme has been promoting entrepreneur-
ship and supporting the economic empowerment of  
youth in Pakistan through various initiatives. I am 
confident that this initiative with Jazz will help fur-
ther promote social entrepreneurship as a viable ca-
reer option among the youth.”

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO, Jazz said, ‘The SDG 
Bootcamp for Social Enterprises complements the 
Government of  Pakistan’s efforts to increase the 
participation of small and medium-sized enterpris-
es in driving economic growth. The project is in line 

with our focus on tech-led youth enablement, social 
innovation, and women empowerment to help ma-
terialise the vision of Digital Pakistan while offering 
solutions to youth unemployment and unlocking op-
portunities for aspiring social entrepreneurs across 
Pakistan.’ UNDP through its Youth Empowerment 
Programme supports the Government of  Pakistan in 

developing innovative and sustainable pathways for 
social engagement and economic empowerment of  
the Pakistani youth. One of the key components of  
the Programme is youth entrepreneurship which not 
only nurtures young talents to create economic op-
portunities for all but also spurs change and ensures 
inclusive development in the country. Through this 
partnership, UNDP and Jazz will contribute towards 
improving the startup ecosystem and enable youth to 
practically explore their innovative ideas and develop 
skills needed to succeed in the digital space.

J
azz has secured a PKR 50 billion syndicated 
credit facility from a banking consortium led 
by Habib Bank Limited (HBL)A. This 10-year 
facility will be used to finance the company’s 

ongoing 4G network rollouts and the technology 
upgradation. This is the first of  its kind facility ex-
tended to the telecom sector in terms of  the amount 
and tenor. The facility is fully subscribed by HBL, 
the consortium’s investment agent and mandated 
lead arranger. Other banks which are also acting as 
the mandated lead arrangers and advisors on this 
deal include, United Bank Limited (UBL), Nation-
al Bank of  Pakistan (NBP), Muslim Commercial 
Bank (MCB), Bank Alfalah, Allied Bank Limited 
(ABL), Askari Bank Limited, Bank of  Punjab (BoP), 
Meezan Bank Limited (MBL), and Faysal Bank 
Limited (FBL). As the country’s leading digital ser-
vices provider, Jazz has over 69 million subscribers 
and more than 28 million 4G users nationwide. Over 
a period of  two years, the company has invested 

USD 462 million on 4G infrastructure. The Pakistan 
Credit Rating Agency Limited (PACRA) has also re-
cently upgraded Jazz’s long-term rating to ‘AA’ with 
a stable outlook, depicting the company’s strong fi-
nancial depth in the industry.

“We continue to drive the digital Pakistan agen-
da by improving digital infrastructure, bridging the 
digital divide, and by focusing on financial inclu-
sion. We are enabling societies by investing in 

entrepreneurship, digital skills, and literacy. This 
facility is an integral step towards ensuring that 
people are not bound by the limitations of  geog-
raphy, gender, or socioeconomic background, in 
harnessing the power of  the internet. A trans-
action of  this size is a testament to the trust the 
financial community has laid on Jazz’s strong 
financial profile and its leadership position in 
the telecom industry,” said Gabor Kocsis, Chief  
Financial Officer, Jazz. Muhammad Aurangzeb, 
President & CEO - HBL commenting on the oc-
casion stated, “We are delighted to have led this 
landmark transaction in the Telecom sector. HBL 
has a long-standing relationship with Jazz span-
ning more than two decades. For the Bank, such 
transactions serve HBL’s strategic priority of  sup-
porting the promotion of  digitalisation across the 
country, while underscoring HBL’s commitment 
to stand by the robust and progressive telecom 
sector of  Pakistan.” n
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UNDP and Jazz will help advance the entrepreneurial ecosystem of the country to enable 
many beneficiaries of the SDG bootcamps to secure Kamyab Jawan loans so that they could 
materialise their business ideas

Jazz has over 69 million subscribers and more than 28 million 4G users nationwide.
Over a period of two years, the company has invested USD 462 million on 4G infrastructure

UNDP and Jazz open registrations for 
SDG Bootcamps for Social Enterprises 

Jazz secures telecom sector’s largest 
credit facility to support 4G
network rollout
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T
he imposed 75 paisa tax after 5 min-
utes has been strongly slammed by the 
opposition leaders, the general public, 
and even the chiefs of  telcos. The gov-

ernment will collect revenue around Rs 30 billion 
from the pocket of  the general public especially 
the poor who are already hard-pressed under the 
price-hikes. The government’s decision to impose 
an additional 75 paisa tax after 5 minutes on mo-
bile call will now roughly cost Rs 2.72 instead of  
the previous Rs 1.97.

The government has imposed a 75 paisa tax on 
mobile calls after 5 minutes and the FBR with this 
one move, is expecting to generate tax revenues of  
Rs 20 to 30 billion. The FBR high-ups conceded 
say this tax is effective from July 1, 2021, after 

the assent of  the Pres-
ident to the Finance 
Act 2021-2022 which 
was approved by the 
Parliament. The tele-
com sector is estimat-
ing that the FBR can 
generate additional 
tax revenue of  Rs 15 
billion through this 
new tax on mobile 
calls. This is almost 
an additional 40 per-

cent of  the tax on the mobile sector. There are 
overall 183 million cellular subscribers of  which 
98 million use mobile broadband/Internet and 85 
million only basic voice calls. As affordability of  
smartphones is the biggest barrier for the lowest 
segments of  society to use mobile broadband.

According to telecom industry insiders, the 
proposed taxes cannot be enforced as the charging 
structure is not linear and is based on bundle of-
fers to facilitate prepaid users who account for 
98percent of  overall cellular subscribers in Paki-
stan. This move will play havoc with the prepaid 
bundles being enjoyed by the lowest segment of  
society as the operators will be constrained to re-
move such offers, making voice calling significant-
ly more expensive. In addition, users will quick-
ly learn to redial before 5 minutes to defeat this 
proposed levy, hence it may bring nothing to the 
government but add to the complexity of  the tele-
com sector and operators while causing massive 
inconvenience to the customers.

On the other hand, telecom operators Jazz, 
Zong, Ufone/PTCL, and Telenor in Pakistan have 
expressed concerns over the new tax imposed on 
five-minute calls, saying it would force them to 
withdraw call packages that account for more than 
90percent of  the total voice calls.

In a letter to IT and Telecom Minister Syed 
AminuI Haque, Chairman FBR, Asim Ahmad, 
telecom operators stated that major disruption 
and damage to the service model structure of  the 
sector would be caused if  the government forced 
the tax upon operators.

“This levy will be unimplementable and will 
result in withdrawal of  free minutes and bundles 
which are used by the majority of  our customers,” 
it said, highlighting that more than 90 percent of  
voice minutes are consumed through bundles, so 

if  this facility is consequently withdrawn and nor-
mal rates are charged to the customers, their call 
rates will go up enormously. 

“Forcing this tax on subscribers will lead to fun-
damental changes in the consumption behaviours, 
which will lead to shrinkage of  the industry’s rev-
enue base (possible shifting of  voice revenues to 
over-the-tops) and potentially erode other taxation 
revenue streams of  the government of  Pakistan,” 
said the letter.

“As you would be aware, the poor strata of  our 
society, which constitute most of  our subscriber/
consumer base, are already paying more than their 
due share of  taxation, through withholding tax as 
well as general sales tax and federal excise duty on 
calls,” said the letter.

The letter called for the withdrawal of  the “re-
gressive” taxation measures and sought a meeting 
to discuss the same with the IT minister.

“It is our earnest view that the tax relief  mea-
sures approved by the Federal Cabinet shall further 
bolster the government’s efforts towards achieving 
inclusive economic growth, creating new jobs, 
digitisation of  economy to transform Pakistan into 
a knowledge economy and therefore such regres-
sive taxation proposals taxing the common man 

using voice calls for connectivity need to be with-
drawn accordingly,” it added.

“We are very hopeful that your continued pa-
tronage will stimulate industry stability and a del-
egation of  our CEOs would look forward to meet-
ing with you both at your earliest convenience to 
further discuss the same accordingly,” concluded 
the letter.

Global telecoms lobby GSMA has warned of  
the negative impact of  the new voice call levy on 
Pakistan’s economy and its digital vision, it has 
been learned.

“From an operational perspective, the new levy 
will significantly increase the compliance cost for 
the government and the mobile sector due to the 
challenge of  implementing such tax,” Julian Gor-
man Head of  Asia Pacific GSMA  wrote in a letter 
to Finance Minister Shaukat Tarin.

“The new levy would create an additional 
barrier and slow the progress to close the usage 
gap. Due to its negative impact on demand and 
perspective of  development for the mobile sector, 
this new levy creates uncertainty while the mobile 
sector is planning long-term investment as part of  
the planned spectrum auction presenting a signif-
icant risk for the government achieving digital Pa-
kistan vision,” it said. The GSMA represents the 
interests of  mobile operators worldwide, uniting 
more than 750 operators with over 350 companies. 
The government introduced a new levy of  Re0.75 
per voice call exceeding five minutes in the budget 
for 2021-22. “The late introduction of  such levy 
would negate the aforementioned tax reforms by 
raising the cost of  mobile services, in particular for 
low-income households,” GSMA said.

Over the last years, the government and the 
mobile sector have engaged in a dialogue to re-
think mobile sector taxation in order to boost Pa-
kistan’s transition to a digital economy.

“The GSMA commends the government of  
Pakistan for adopting the tax reform measures ap-
proved by the federal cabinet,” it said. “We trust 
that these will support the adoption and usage 

of  mobile connectivity by citizens and business-
es and will improve the business environment in 
Pakistan. The telecommunication sector is a key 
enabler for social and economic growth and these 
tax reforms will contribute to spreading these ben-
efits more widely within society.”

GSMA in the past also raised the voice against 
high spectrum fees and taxes. Mobile connectivity 
has an economic impact of  $17 billion, 5.4 percent 
of  GDP, according to the estimate in 2019.

“High fees make it difficult for the operators 
to provide and expand affordable services and 
impact investment in network infrastructure that 
benefits the wider economy. The government in 
Pakistan should not focus on short-term revenue 

maximisation through 
raising spectrum fees. 
The renewal price 
should take into ac-
count the current mar-
ket and seek to enable 
the laudable policy 
vision and goals in the 
Digital Pakistan Poli-
cy, not further burden 
operators as they seek 
to connect the citizens 
of  Pakistan,” it said. 

“Spectrum prices and taxes should be set at a suf-
ficiently low level that allows operators to deliver 
affordable services and deploy mobile broadband 
widely. We are committed to engaging in an open 
dialogue to help the Government achieve its policy 
objectives and facilitate sustainable investment in 
Pakistan’s digital future by all mobile operators.”

It is pertaining to mention here that the an-
nouncement has been resented by millions of  
Pakistanis who believed the government would 
revisit the decision to heavily tax mobile users in 
the new budget and put the same aside taking the 
public reaction into account.

Taking to social media, citizens are raising 
their voices against this development, many point-
ed out the burden of  these telecom taxes terming it 
worse for the poorest segments of  society like the 
daily wagers, who don’t have access to alternative 
methods of  connectivity like WhatsApp and rely 
solely on phone calls to stay in touch with their 
loved ones.

For many years, telecom subscribers in Paki-
stan have been subjected to one of  the harshest tax 
regimes in the world. Millions of  Pakistanis use 
mobile phones and a vast majority of  them lack 
stable income or have no taxable earnings. Peo-
ple below taxable thresholds, sometimes eligible 
for cash assistance and welfare support programs, 
are subject to indirect taxes. Furthermore, this vast 
majority has no mechanism to claim back these 
taxes. n 2 9
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resented by millions of 

Pakistanis who believed the 
government would revisit the 
decision to heavily tax mobile 

users in the new budget and put 
the same aside taking the public 

reaction into account



I
ndian intelligence agency RAW is using the 
German-based food supply company, Food-
panda, to steal data of  Pakistanis and play ne-
farious games and perpetrate terrorism on Pa-

kistani soil. According to information, online food 
supply company Foodpanda being a virtual prop-
erty of  India, has been engaged in business in Pa-
kistan over the last many years. During the course 
of  its business, it has been storing mobile data, 
contacts, videos and audios record of  the Pakistan 
customers/clients at the control server in Germany 
which in turn was passing the same on to the RAW. 

In the latest development, the Competition 
Commission of  Pakistan (CCP) has initiated an in-
quiry against the online food delivery service, Food-
panda, to investigate its alleged abuse of  dominant 
position and entering into a prohibited agreement 
in violation of  the Competition Act.

Cheetay Logistics Pakistan Limited, All Paki-
stan Restaurant Association (APRA) and Careem 
Networks Pakistan (Private) Limited have filed 
multiple complaints against Foodpanda, includ-
ing against exemption granted to it by the CCP in 
2019 from certain clauses of  the law. The CCP said 
that the inquiry committee would review and place 
before the commission its findings on whether the 
exemption granted for loyalty agreements to Food-
panda in April 2019 for the period of  three years 
was impeding competition in any manner in light 
of  the concerns highlighted by various market play-
ers. The CCP has initiated the inquiry under Sec-
tion 37 of  the Act on formal complaints filed by 
Foodpanda’s competitors.

The company was registered in Germany but 
it was taken over by Indian intelligence agencies 
which instrumented it to spread the intelligence 
network throughout the world. It has been divulged 
through the internet reports that the Indian spy 
agency RAW purchased this company and appoint-
ed Rohit Chaddar and Kiran Tanna as its directors. 
If  the material available on internet and the other 
evidence are taken into account, it seems indigest-
ible that how the law enforcement agencies in our 
country allowed this company to operate in Paki-
stan? The Flare also attempted to gather informa-
tion and evidence from the Indian directors and the 
local officers of  the company, but they preferred to 
escape and did not talk or reply to the queries. Rath-
er they tried to grease the palm so that the issue is 
hushed up and brushed under the carpet. The matter 
relates to the security of  the state so the President, 
the Army Chief  and the Prime Minister are urge 
to take a view of  the company’s affairs that it was 
stealing data of  the Pakistanis and passing the same 
on to the Indian intelligence agency to let that be 
used by it to carry out its nefarious designs against 
Pakistan. Through the application, the company is 
also stealing the entire record of  the customers and 
transferring to its main control center Berlin, Ger-
many, without any legal authority and permission 
where the data were readily available to the Indian 
intelligence agency. 

“In February 2014, Foodpanda acquired its 
main rival in Pakistan, EatOye. It afterwards went 
through three management changes until 2019. In 
early 2015, the company made an all-stock pur-
chase of  TastyKhana.in, 
and the portal Just Eat In-
dia.

Cofounder Rohit 
Chadda stepped down 
from roles at the company 
in the middle of  2015. In 
the end of  2015, the com-
pany laid off  around 300 
employees in India. By 
2016, none of  the original 
managing directors or co-
founders were present with 
the company. Also at that 
time, there was a news ex-
pose alleging malpractice 
at foodpanda India, includ-
ing non-payments to restaurants, and fake listings. 
Earlier that July, it was also revealed that the Sin-
gapore police raided their offices in the country for 

signs of  malpractice concerning foreign interns. 
The company was based in Gurgaon at the time 
and active in 200 cities. By 2016, Rocket India was 
seeking a buyer for the company, listing relatively 

low prices such as $10 to 
$15 million.Delivery Hero 
announced in December 
2020 that it would take 
control of  South Korea’s 
biggest food delivery app, 
Woowa Brothers Corp., at 
a $4 billion valuation.”

The Flare Magazine 
probed about the company 
and found startling revela-
tions. It was found that two 
Indian were directors and 
shareholders in the compa-
ny. What the Indian media 
reported about them the 
Magazine would also pub-

lish it in the investigative story. 
Foodpanda has made huge investment in India 

and its focus is primarily in India. As to Pakistan 

here it only carries out online business intrinsical-
ly to rob the Pakistanis of  their precious data in 
very smart way. It does not release any record of  
investment in Pakistan while the company is con-
trolled from Germany through internet. Interest-
ingly, whatever the agreements the company inks 
with the food business concerns in Pakistan, their 
approval is obtained online from Germany. 

Two Indian directors of  Foodpanda, who are 
said to be RAW officers, are also given to advanc-
ing a specific Indian agenda all over the world. So 
continue to stick to the internet to derive the de-
sirable results. The highly regrettable aspect of  the 
matter is, the company is not registered in Pakistan 
by the name of  ‘Foodpanda’ and its actual name is 
stated to be RSC Internet Service Pakistan Private 
Limited. This company sends messages to the con-
sumers under the nomenclature of  Foodpanda and 
Foodparnters, which is, not at all permissible under 
the law. 

The company also has a so-called office in Ka-
rachi but actually it is being run by the Indian intel-
ligence agency through a call-center in Germany. n
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Foodpanda being a virtual property of India, has been 
engaged in business in Pakistan over the last many years. 
During the course of its business, it has been storing mobile 
data, contacts, videos and audios record of the Pakistan 
customers/clients at the control server in Germany which in 
turn was passing the same on to the RAW

Indian agent 
Foodpanda plays 
nefarious games 
against Pakistan and 
its people

Competition Commission of 
Pakistan (CCP) has initiated an 
inquiry against the online food 
delivery service, Foodpanda, 

to investigate its alleged abuse 
of dominant position and en-
tering into a prohibited agree-
ment in violation of the Com-

petition Act





T
he Federal 
Board of  Reve-
nue (FBR) has 
imposed a with-

holding tax of  15percent 
on filers and 30percent 
on non-filers on the profit 
from saving certificates.

The withholding tax 
will apply to different Na-
tional Savings Schemes 
(NSS) programs except 
for Bahbood Savings Cer-
tificates and Pensioner 
Benefits Account.

Under clause (36A), 
Part IV, Second Sched-
ule, the provisions of  
clause (a) of  sub-section 
(1) of  Section 151 shall 
not apply in respect of  
any amount paid as yield 
or profit on investment in 
Bahbood Savings Certifi-
cate or Pensioner’s Bene-
fit Account and Shuhada 
Family Welfare Account.

In this case, there is no 
withholding tax.

Moreover, under 
clause (6), Part III of  the 
Second Schedule, the tax 
payable under clause (c) 
of  sub-section (1) of  Sec-
tion 39, in respect of  any 
amount paid as yield or 
profit on investment in 
Bahbood Savings Certifi-
cate or Pensioners Bene-
fit Account and Shuhada 
Family Welfare Account 
shall not exceed 10 per-
cent of  such profit. Its tax 
is still there and not re-
moved by Finance Act, 
2021.

According to the Cen-
tral Directorate of  Na-
tional Savings (CDNS), 
the FBR has revised the 
withholding tax on profit 
from saving certificates 
with effect from 1 July 
2021 under the Finance 
Act 2021.

The FBR’s decision 
will put an additional fi-
nancial burden on small 
NSS investors who are 
not on the Active Taxpay-
ers’ List (ATL). Around 99percent of  small NSS 
investors are non-filers because they do not exist on 
ATL as their annual profit is less than Rs. 500,000. 
However, they will be required to pay 30percent on 
the profit from saving certificates each month irre-
spective of  their investment limit.

Previously, the withholding tax was 10percent 
for filers and 20percent for non-filers on profit up 
to Rs.500,000 while the withholding tax was 15per-
cent for filers and 30percen for non-filers on profit 
exceeding Rs. 500,000. Investment in NSS has been 
decreasing over time as CDNS recorded an outflow 
of  Rs. 86 billion during the first nine months of  
FY 20-21 against the net inflow of  Rs. 258 billion 
during the same period in FY 19-20.

One of  the reasons behind declining NSS invest-
ment is the government decision taken in July last 
year to suspend all kinds of  institutional funds that 
resulted in the encashment of  all maturing funds.

Another reason is the discontinuation of  prize 
bonds of  Rs. 40,000, Rs. 25,000, Rs. 15,000, and 
Rs. 7,500 which also resulted in heavy encashment.

Commenting on the new tax rates, CDNS 
ex-Director General (DG) Zafar Sheikh said, “It is 
an utterly unjustified move of  the government be-
cause small investors would not be able to become 

filers in the complex tax system.”
Sources listed down some reasons behind the 

revised decision as the government prohibited all 
kinds of  institutional funds since July last year and 
discontinued various prize bonds.

It is pertaining to mention here that in May last, 
many institutional and individual investors had 
pulled out net Rs.86 billion from national saving 
certificates, schemes, and prize bonds during the 
first nine months (July-March) of  the current fis-
cal year 2021 in the wake of  change in government 
policies and compliance with the Financial Action 
Task Force’s (FATF) action plan.

Defence Saving Certificates (DSC) and prize 

bonds remained the two 
leading saving schemes 
that saw significant out-
flows amongst several 
such schemes, according 
to data updated by the 
State Bank of  Pakistan 
(SBP). “The net invest-
ment is in negative due to 
two major changes in the 
government policies in-
cluding disallowing insti-
tutions to invest in saving 
certificates and schemes 
and discontinuation of  
prize bonds of  high de-
nominations,” a Central 
Directorate of  National 
Savings (CDNS) official 
told a local daily on the 
condition of  anonymity.

He maintained that 
CDNS has continued 
to receive significant in-
vestment in its saving 
certificates and schemes. 
However, pull out of  in-
vestment by institutional 
investors at maturity of  
the schemes (in which 
they had invested earlier) 
in compliance with the 
new regulations and en-
cashment of  prize bonds 
have pulled the net invest-
ment down in negative. 
“Institutions are legally 
bound to withdraw in-
vestment at the time of  
maturity of  schemes,” the 
CDNS official added.

The government has 
discontinued unregistered 
prize bonds of  denomina-
tions including Rs. 40,000, 
Rs. 25,000, Rs. 15,000 
and Rs. 7,500 bonds over 
the last two years. “The 
total investment in prize 
bonds stood close to Rs. 
900 billion. Almost two-
thirds of  the investment 
was made in higher de-
nomination (unregis-
tered) prize bonds, which 
the government has now 
discontinued,” the offi-
cial said. It was learned 
that the government dis-
continued prize bonds to 

check corruption and the CDNS updated invest-
ment policy in compliance with FATF’s anti-mon-
ey laundering (AML) and combating financing of  
terrorism’s (CFT) rules.

Earlier, the Paris-based international financial 
watchdog added Pakistan to its grey list in 2018 
due to suspected money laundering and terror 
financing from the country. However, Pakistan 
achieved great success in implementing almost all 
the 27 FATF conventions to control money laun-
dering and terror financing over the past two years. 
The country is expected to return to the white 
list soon. The breakdown suggests investors have 
pulled out a net Rs. 74.2 billion from prize bonds 
during July-March FY2021. They have withdrawn 
Rs. 7.27 billion from Defence Saving Certificates 
and another Rs. 26 billion from other saving cer-
tificates and schemes during the period under re-
view. However, net investment in Regular Income 
Certificates (RIC) stood positive at Rs. 16.24 bil-
lion. Similarly, Special Savings Certificates (SSC) 
attracted a net investment of  around Rs. 5 billion, 
according to the central bank. CDNS mobilised 
investment worth Rs. 371 billion through saving 
schemes and certificates in the previous fiscal year 
ended June 30, 2020. n
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Around 99percent of small NSS investors are non-filers 
because they do not exist on ATL as their annual profit is 

less than Rs. 500,000. However, they will be required to pay 
30percent on the profit from saving certificates each month 

irrespective of their investment limit

FBR increases tax 
rates on NSS profits

CDNS ex-Director General 
(DG) Zafar Sheikh said it is 

an utterly unjustified move of 
the government because small 
investors would not be able to 
become filers in the complex 

tax system



I
t appears as if  the government bows down 
to the bureaucracy and the employees of  the 
loss-making major entities such as Pakistan 
Steel Mills, PIA, and many others when the 

matter of  their privatisation comes. Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan is known for taking bold steps and 
fulfills his commitments whatsoever the circum-
stances are. He faced many challenges since he 
took over the premiership. The PTI-led coalition 
government has failed to get any major success in 
privatisation during the last fiscal year and failed 
to privatise a single loss-making public sector en-
tity.

The government had projected to generate 
Rs100 billion from the privatization process in 
the fiscal year 2020-21. However, the government 
could not get any major success in its sell-off  plan 
of  the PSEs. The Privatisation Commission had 
sold 23 properties of  the Federal Government for 
a total of  Rs1.113 billion in the last financial year. 
The government had received only Rs920 million 
against ten properties sold out of  the 23. Earnest 
money for the remaining 13 properties was forfeit-
ed on account of  the failure of  the successful bid-
ders to deposit the requisite amount.

Apart from selling these 13 properties, the PTI 
government could not privatise any other unit of  
PESs in 2020-21. It was the consecutive second 
year when the government failed to privatise any 
PSEs. Meanwhile, the officials of  the Privatisation 
Commission said that the government is simulta-

neously working on the privatisation of  18 or 19 
public sector entities. “The process of  privatisa-
tion is long due to the technical issues,” an official 
said. He further said that Covid-19 has also slowed 
down the privatisation process. “There are several 
bottlenecks in completing the transaction of  the 
entities which are on the privatisation list”.

Privatisation of  some PSEs would be complet-
ed in the current fiscal year. He expressed hope 

that during this monetary year privatisation of  
some PSEs in the pipeline would be executed. The 
government is likely to accelerate the privatisation 
programme as it has projected to generate Rs252 
billion through its proceeds in the current fiscal 
year. Finance Minister Shaukat Tairn had also an-
nounced that the government would accelerate the 
privatisation process in few months. He said that 

as many as 15 highest loss-making entities out of  
85 would be handed over to a board in the Priva-
tisation Commission that represents the people of  
the highest calibre who ‘would turn them around 
and divest 26 percent shares.’ 

The privatisation of  SME Bank, First Women 
Bank Limited, Jinnah Convention Centre, House 
Building Finance Corporation Limited, and Ser-
vices International Hotel is at the advanced stages. 
The officials believed that government might com-
plete the privatisation of  the aforementioned PSEs 
in the first half  (before December 2021) of  the 
ongoing financial year. The government has also 
assured the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
to complete the privatisation of  a few PSEs in the 
year 2021-22. 

In April 2021, the IMF document revealed 
Covid-19 delayed Pakistan’s privatization plans. 

The government is not expecting completion 
of  any major privatisation during ongoing fiscal 
year due to the lengthy process.

“Against the backdrop of  Covid-19 and eco-
nomic uncertainty, we have not been able to fi-
nalise the privatisation of  two LNG power plants 
by end-FY 2020 as previously planned. We now 
expect to complete the process by end-February 
FY 2022, with proceeds still to be channeled to 
debt reduction and poverty programs,” the govern-
ment of  Pakistan said in documents, which were 
released by the IMF after approval by its executive 
board of  directors of  the modified extended fund 
facility (EFF). 

It further said that the government is progress-
ing with the privatisation of  two small public 
banks and expect to complete these operations 
by end-December 2021. “Finally, we are also as-
sessing options to divest Pakistan International 
Airlines (PIA’s) non-core assets (two hotel prop-
erties),” the government said. The government has 
assured the IMF that a public sector bank is un-
dergoing a privatisation process that is expected to 
be completed by the end-September 2021. “In case 

the privatisation is not successful, we will consid-
er other options to address the matter which may 
also include liquidation,” it added.

In the power sector, the government said, it has 
initiated the process of  appointing board members 
and CEOs in all DISCOs under competitive and 
transparent procedures. Moreover, the government 
is exploring options for the phased privatisation.

The government also assured the IMF for im-
proving the State-Owned Entities (SOEs). “While 
the planned privatisation of  SOEs could not take 
place due to heightened uncertainty, the authori-
ties continued to improve SOE transparency and 
monitoring. The process of  strengthening the legal 
and regulatory frameworks of  SOEs is at an ad-
vanced stage. n

The PTI-led coalition government has failed to get any major 
success in the privatisation during the last fiscal year and 
failed to privatise a single loss-making public sector entity

Privatisation of 
major entities a big 
challenge for govt

Privatisation of some PSEs 
would be completed in the 
current fiscal year. He ex-

pressed hope that during this 
monetary year privatisation 

of some PSEs in  the pipeline 
would reach execution
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T
he Pakistan government will be mort-
gaging the country’s major airports and 
road-network and issue Sukuk bonds. 
Federal Information Minister Fawad 

Chaudhry announced it after a Cabinet Meeting ap-
proved a summary to mortgage government assets 
for large-scale borrowing through issuance of  Sukuk 
bonds. The Minister for Information said the Cabi-
net approved the proposal of  floating Sukuk bonds 
with the objective to promote the Islamic banking 
industry. According to the summary, Sukuk bonds 
will be issued and loans will be obtained pledging 
Islamabad Expressway, Islamabad-Peshawar Mo-
torway, Pindi Bhattia-Lahore Motorway section, 
and airports of  Lahore, Islamabad, and Multan as 
collateral. The decision was made as it will become 
possible to get a loan at a lower interest rate than 
other sources by mortgaging the national assets.

On January 26, the Federal Cabinet had rejected 
a plan to mortgage the F-9 Park in Islamabad and 
had given instructions to prepare a mortgage plan 
for the 244-acre Islamabad Club to get loans.

The bureaucracy has now added major airports 
and motorways and the Islamabad Expressway to 
the list instead of  Islamabad Club.

The Ministry of  Finance has identified M-1 (Is-
lamabad-Peshawar) and M-3 (Pindi-Bhatian-Fais-
alabad) Motorways, Islamabad Expressway and 
Islamabad, Lahore, and Multan international air-
ports. It also wants to pledge the only remaining 
section of  the Lahore-Islamabad Motorway to bor-
row from the lenders, said the sources. At present 
Islamabad-Chakwal section of  M2 Motorway is 
‘unencumbered’ and the rest of  the Motorway has 
been pledged against the debt. The M1 and M3 are 
also free of  any charges.

The Finance Ministry had requested the Nation-
al Highway Authority (NHA) and the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) to grant No Objection Certificates 
(NOC) to utilise these assets for securing loans. 

The CAA has not yet responded while the NHA 
has demanded compensation for using its assets to 
get debts. The Ministry of  Finance has requested the 
Federal Cabinet for giving it permission to pledge 
these assets without payment of  compensation to 
any of  the departments. Although the government 
has not yet updated the revised valuation of  these 
assets, the Finance Ministry has assessed their value 
at Rs2.2 trillion on the basis of  old valuations and 
some latest estimates in the case of  airports.

The sources said that the Ministry of  Finance 
plans to raise Rs1.76 trillion worth debts through 
the issuance of  domestic and foreign Islamic bonds. 
This includes $3.5 billion or Rs560 billion foreign 
Sukuk.

The Finance Ministry has estimated the value of  
Lahore airport at Rs980 billion or $6.1 billion, Is-
lamabad International Airport Rs230 billion or $1.4 
billion, and that of  Multan airport at Rs320 billion 
or $2 billion. The value of  Islamabad Expressway is 
estimated at Rs470 billion or $3 billion.

The Finance Ministry sources said that the Jin-
nah International Airport, Karachi, has already 
been exhausted after the government has raised over 
Rs700 billion worth loans by pledging the Airport.

So far, the Ministry of  Finance has conducted 
32 domestic Sukuk transactions worth Rs1.6 trillion 
and four international Ijara Sukuk to raise $3.6 bil-
lion.

The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) government 
(2008-13) conducted 14 Sukuk transactions and 
raised Rs501.5 billion debt through Sukuk bonds 
by pledging various assets. The Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) government (2013-2018) 
raised Rs435 billion debt through five Sukuk trans-
actions.

The official record showed that the Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf  (PTI) government in the past two-and-
a-half  years has already carried out 12 Sukuk trans-
actions and raised Rs762 billion debts. The pace and 
quantum of  borrowing has been increased during 
the tenure of  the PTI government due to ever widen-
ing budget deficit, the official documents revealed.

What is Sukuk?
Sukuk (Islamic bond or “Sharia-compliant” 

bond) is an Islamic financial certificate that rep-

resents a portion of  ownership in a portfolio of  eligi-
ble existing or future assets. They can be considered 
as an Islamic version of  conventional bonds.

Sharia prohibits lending with interest payments 
(riba), which is considered usurious and exploitative 
in nature. Thus, bonds are forbidden in Islamic fi-
nance. Sukuk does not represent a debt obligation. 
Upon its issuance, the issuer sells certificates to in-
vestors. Then, the issuer uses the proceeds from the 
certificates to purchase the asset, and investors re-
ceive partial ownership of  the asset. The investors 
are also entitled to part of  the profits generated by 
the asset.

The unique nature of  Sukuk requires a specific 
issuing process for the financial instrument. Con-
ventional bonds provide investors with interest pay-
ments, while Sukuk allows investors to receive profit 
generated by the underlying asset.

Sukuk and bonds are considered less risky invest-
ments relative to equities. They are initially sold by 
the issuers to the investors.

What assets have been mortgaged in the past?
The PTI government is being criticised by the 

Opposition for mortgaging assets. However, if  we 
look into the past, loans have been taken by mort-
gaging national assets by every government.

This started during the tenure of  former Prime 

Minister Shaukat Aziz and the succeeding govern-
ments continued to issue Sukuk bonds. During the 
last PML-N government, Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar also took loans by mortgaging other national 
assets including the Motorway.

In 2006, M6, M4, IMDC, and Okara Bypass 
were leased out and Rs6bn was raised,

In 2014, Hafizabad-Lahore Motorway was 
mortaged for one billion rupees and Rs. 49 billion 
was taken from Faisalabad-Pindi Bhattian Mo-
torway. Peshawar-Faisalabad Motorway, Faisala-
bad-Pindi Bhattian Motorway, Islamabad-Peshawar 
Motorway, and Islamabad Data Lahore Motorway 
were mortgaged.

In 2006 the then government decided to mortgage 
most of  the national highways and some motorways 
to get a loan of  only Rs6 billion including Islam-
abad-Peshawar Motorway M-1, Faisalabad-Multan 
Motorway M-4, Islamabad-Murree-Muzaffarbad 
section, Jacobabad Bypass, Dera Ghazi Khan-Ra-
janpur Highway, Okara Bypass, and other projects

In 2013, the government used Jinnah Interna-
tional Airport in Karachi as security for Islamic 
bonds and obtained additional loans of  Rs182 bil-
lion. In 2015 a loan of  Rs. 117 billion was obtained 
once against keeping Karachi airport as collateral

In 2014, the government mortgaged Hafiz-
abad-Lahore section of  the motorway to raise an-
other one billion in Islamic bonds. In June 2014, 
the government received Rs49 billion by mortgag-
ing Faisalabad-Pindi Bhattian Motorway M3. In 
February 2016, the government mortgaged Karachi 
Airport and obtained loans twice from local and in-
ternational institutions and investors.

June 2021 – The Federal Cabinet has approved 
to take a loan of  Rs1800 billion by mortgaging M3 
Motorway and Islamabad-Chakwal Motorway, Is-
lamabad Airport, Multan Airport. n
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This started during the tenure of former Prime Minister 
Shaukat Aziz and the succeeding governments continued 
to issue Sukuk bonds. During the last PML-N government, 
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar also took loans by mortgaging 
other national assets including the Motorway

National assets on 
mortgaged to get loans

The decision was made that 
will make it possible to get a 
loan at a lower interest rate 

than other sources by 
mortgaging the national assets





E
very person is born with the right to dig-
nity, value, and respect. One of  the ways 
in which we recognize the fundamental 
significance of  every person is by recog-

nizing and valuing the basic human rights they are 
born with. The right to expression is increasingly 
becoming essential for vulnerable groups in our 
society whose voices tend to get drowned in the 
crowd. 

While all Pakistani citizens are given the right 
to expression, with this right comes responsibility. 
It is our responsibility as citizens of  Pakistan to 
ensure we use this right with care and make sure 
we are not depriving the vulnerable and weak of  
this right that they are born with and equally en-
titled to. 

As Voltaire said, “I disapprove of  what you say 
but I will defend to the death your right to say it.” 

So, while we all go to great lengths to put our 
point across and make our voice heard, we should 
make sure we are creating a safe and secure en-
vironment, free of  judgment and retaliation, for 
marginalized groups to do the same. 

If  someone doesn’t feel comfortable and safe 
in expressing himself, his opinions, views, beliefs, 
and concerns, especially when they are in contrast 
to the majority, how will anyone know the difficul-
ties he faced on a daily basis? Consequently, how 
will his problems ever be resolved? 

Freedom of  expression and speech plays an 
important role in the creation of  a tolerant and 
pluralistic society. Being a basic human right, the 
right to expression and speech should be accessi-
ble to all groups in society, especially marginalized 
and vulnerable ones. Freedom of  expression can 
help highlight the plight and concerns of  those 
who are vulnerable. Vices like domestic violence, 
workplace discrimination, forceful land grabbing, 
hate speech, and other human rights violations can 
only be checked if  they are openly and freely re-
ported and talked about. Without accurate report-
ing, many human rights violations would not even 
be known. Thus, it is essential for us, as citizens 
of  Pakistan, to open the space for marginalized 
groups to let them freely express their thoughts, 
views, opinions and concerns, and difficulties. 

A great example to support this statement is 
the case of  transgenders in Pakistan. Until recent-
ly, transgenders were not issued CNIC cards and 
their representation and inclusion in the economy 
was minimal. Once they were able to express the 
difficulties they faced and their interest in contrib-

uting to society, their voices were heard! When 
they were given a platform, their issues were re-
solved. Now, transgenders have been issued CNIC 
cards and employed in government institutions 
and, given increased representation on national 
and international platforms. In fact, in February 
2020, Pakistan became the first country in the 
world to include a transgender Ms. Aisha Mughal, 
in its official delegation to the UN Convention on 
the Elimination of  all Forms of  Discrimination 
Against Women Committee in Geneva. 

So, as we can see, the government plays an im-
portant role in ensuring that every citizen is en-
titled to his or her right and that these rights are 
not misused. When the voices of  vulnerable and 
minority groups are raised, revolutionary steps 
are taken to find the best possible solution to their 
problems. 

The 1099 helpline and mobile application 
launched by the government of  Pakistan, for ex-
ample, is a great tool for people to get help in 
difficulty easily and without fear. In 2020, the 

media reported 1409 cases of  domestic violence 
and 1618 cases of  child abuse. With an accessi-
ble helpline and app, which is connected with in-
dividual CNIC, the marginalized and vulnerable 
are given space to easily and safely report threats, 
misconduct, and violations of  their rights. Addi-
tionally, there are digital campaigns that are rais-
ing awareness of  the rights that citizens have, such 
as Mashal-e-Haq that has been raising awareness 
regarding the rights that the Constitution of  Pa-
kistan, as well as international law, grant to every 
individual, especially to the marginalized and vul-
nerable. 

Such national and private awareness-driven ac-
tions and campaigns create room for safe discus-
sions among the masses. Without this space and 
freedom to express their concerns, the voiceless 
will be completely silenced. It is up to us, the aver-
age Pakistani citizen to amplify their voice and to 
create a space of  tolerance and acceptance, where 
the marginalized don’t feel threatened to voice 
their concerns, views, and opinions. n
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While all Pakistani citizens are given the right to expression, 
with this right comes responsibility. It is our responsibility as 
citizens of Pakistan to ensure we use this right with care and 
make sure we are not depriving the vulnerable and weak of 
this right that they are born with and equally entitled to

Fundamental 
significance of 
every person is by 
recognizing and valuing 
the basic human rights 
they are born with

Freedom of expression and 
speech plays an important role 

in the creation of a tolerant 
and pluralistic society. Being a 
basic human right, the right to 
expression and speech should 
be accessible to all groups in 
society, especially marginal-

ized and vulnerable ones



T
he Ministry of  Information Technolo-
gy and Telecommunications (MOIT&T) 
through the Universal Service Fund (USF)  
has initiated the “Smart Village” project 

in four provinces, Islamabad and Gilgit-Baltistan. 
The aim and objective of  this initiative is to ensure 
remote areas’ access to a range of  digital services 
in the domain of  health, education, commerce, and 
livelihood.

In the beginning, one Smart Village will be set 
up each in Islamabad, Punjab, Balochistan, Sindh, 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, and Gilgit-Baltistan.

The project will be funded and technically sup-
ported by the International Telecommunication 
Union, a specialized agency of  the United Nations, 
responsible for all matters related to information 
and communication technologies, and Huawei 
Technologies Pakistan.

It will also focus on cross-sector collabora-
tion and multi-stakeholder engagements to secure 
cost-effectiveness, sharing of  resources, and exper-
tise in delivering the services to the citizens.

Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunica-
tion, Syed Aminul Haque, inaugurated the project 
in a ceremony also attended by Federal Secretary 
for IT and Telecommunication, Muhammad Sohail 
Rajput, CEO USF, Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary, 
Area Representative for Southeast Asia Interna-
tional Telecommunication Union (ITU), Dr. Ismail 
Shah, CEO Huawei, Mark Meng .

Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication 
Syed Aminul Haque while addressing the ceremo-
ny said that the “Smart Village project is another 
step towards realising Prime Minister’s vision of  
Digital Pakistan.”

He also disclosed that the National Information 
Technology Board (NITB) has launched more than 
30 mobile applications, government web portals, 
and websites related to public services.

However, the benefits of  these applications can 
be reaped by the general public only when they 
have access to them. The effects of  the steps taken 
under the “Digital Pakistan Vision” are now begin-
ning to show results. We have started the first e-cab-
inet, working on e-parliament, e-office, and Internet 
Voting, he added. The Federal Minister congratu-
lated the teams of  USF, ITU, and Huawei and guar-
anteed them his support in the implementation of  
the project. He also said that the Ministry of  IT 
and Telecommunication would continue to launch 
more challenging and productive programmes in 
the coming years for the promotion of  IT and Tele-
communication related services.

The country introduced its first Digital Policy 
in 2018. Since then there has been no looking back. 
In line with his vision to allow greater connectivi-
ty, productivity, and security in the country, Prime 
Minister Khan inaugurated the ‘Digital Pakistan’ 
project in 2019. This project aims to advance digital 
infrastructure, increase investment in digital skills, 
promote innovation, and tech. entrepreneurship.

Now that the efforts towards digitisation have 
become a part of  the national strategy. The country 
in the near future is going to reap economic, social 
and political benefits including an increase in GDP, 
more jobs creation and efficiency in the services 

which would result in cost reductions.
Meanwhile, the Pakistan Software Export 

Board (PSEB), the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Informa-
tion Technology Board (KPITB), and the Universi-
ty of  Science and Technology, Bannu, have signed 
a Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) for the 
establishment of  the province’s first software tech-
nology park in the Varsity campus.

The signing ceremony was held at the site of  
the ministry of  information technology & telecom-
munication, Islamabad. PSEB Managing Director, 
Osman Nasir, Bannu Varsity Vice-chancellor Prof  
Kheruzzaman, and KPITB Managing Director Sa-
hibzada Ali Mohammad signed the document.

Federal Minister for Information Technology 
& Telecommunication Syed Aminul Haq, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for Science, Technology & 
IT Mohammad Atif  Khan and federal IT secretary 
Dr Sohail Rajput were also present on the occasion.

The official said Bannu Deputy Commissioner 
Mohammad Zubair Niazi had reached out to the 
higher authorities of  the provincial and federal 
governments to seek establishment of  the software 
technology park in Bannu.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, the Federal 
Minister said Pakistan’s IT industry had achieved 
significant expansion and export growth, however, 
it remained concentrated in Karachi, Islamabad 
and Lahore. “As a consequence, Pakistanis seeking 
jobs in the tech sector flock to Karachi, Lahore and 
Islamabad,” he maintained.

He said the government was focusing on devel-
opment of  the IT industry in the secondary and 
tertiary cities of  Pakistan to generate holistic eco-
nomic growth beyond Pakistan’s major tech hubs.

The Federal Secretary IT said the park would 
facilitate startups and freelancers as well as enhance 
industry-academia linkages for holistic growth of  
the IT industry in the region. n

The project will be funded and technically supported by the International Telecommunication 
Union (ITC), a specialized agency of the United Nations, responsible for all matters related to 
information and communication technologies, and Huawei Technologies Pakistan

Pakistan launches ‘Smart Village 
Project’ nationwide

In the beginning, one Smart 
Village will be set up each in 

Islamabad, Punjab, 
Balochistan, Sindh, 

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, and 
Gilgit-Baltistan
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C
raving for those 
juicy mangoes, 
but can’t eat 
them because 

you are a diabetic? Well, 
this problem has now 
been taken care of  in Pa-
kistan as three varieties 
of  sugar-free mangoes 
with a 4 to 6percent sug-
ar level have been intro-
duced by an expert. This 
has come as a huge relief  
for the people suffer-
ing from diabetes which 
rendered them unable to 
consume the summery 
fruit because of  its high 
sugary content. 

The names of  sug-
ar-free mangoes sold in 
local stores are, Sonaro, 
Glenn, and Keitt. These 
varieties were introduced 
in Pakistan’s markets fol-
lowing a scientific modi-
fication carried out by a 
mango expert at a private 
agriculture farm called 
MH Panhwar Farms in 
Sindh’s Tando Allahyar.

MH Panhwar’s neph-
ew and a mango expert 
Ghulam Sarwar said: 
“The Government of  
Pakistan had conferred 
Sitara-e-Imtiaz on Mr 
Panhwar for his research 
related to fruits includ-
ing mangoes and ba-
nanas. After his death, I 
continued his work and 
carried out modification 
after importing different 
genres of  mangoes [from 
foreign countries] to test 
its growth in this atmo-
sphere and soil.”

Sarwar also said he 
worked on three aspects 
of  mango production: in-
troducing new types, en-
hancing the fruit’s shelf  
life, and managing sugar 
levels for diabetics.

“The Keitt variety 
has the lowest sugar level 
up to 4.7 percent, while 
Sonaro and Glenn have 
sugar levels up to 5.6 
percent and six percent 
respectively,” he added.

The prices of  sug-
ar-free mangoes are equivalent to the normal va-
rieties of  mangoes available in Pakistan markets 
which are around Rs150 per kilogram.

On the other hand, following the increasing 
demand for Pakistani mangoes in the global mar-
kets, the mango export target has been enhanced 
to 70,000 tons this year.

Pakistan mangoes are in big demand in the 
markets of  the Middle East, Europe, and Austra-
lia as such the exporters of  the fruit are expecting 
big earning this year. All Pakistan Fruit & Vege-
table Association has announced a mango export 
target at 150, 000 metric tons for the current sea-
son during which the mango export is likely to 
bring $127.5 million to the country.

APFVA Patron-in-Chief  Mian Waheed 
Ahmed in a press release, said last year the ex-
port target of  mango was set as 80,000 tons de-
spite the bad impact of  the coronavirus epidemic 
on the economy of  the country. However, due to 
extraordinary demand for this fruit in the world 
markets its export has been enhanced up to 
150,000 tons.

He said on the one hand Pakistani mango 
export sector is facing serious issues of  climatic 
change and scarcity of  water, on the other limited 
flight operations and higher air freights affected 
the export of  the fruit.

He said the export of  mangoes via sea this 
year faces stiff  challenges due to a shortage of  
reefer containers and high freight costs. He urged 
the government to avail the mangoes demand in 
global markets and take steps to create a condu-
cive atmosphere for the export of  mangoes.

He said under the official patronage the 

country could be enlist-
ed among the top three 
mango exporting coun-
tries of  the world within 
a period of  4-5 years and 
to get such a position it 
is imperative to pay at-
tention to high-value 
markets of  Japan, USA, 
Australia, South Korea, 
and China.

He called for exten-
sive Research and De-
velopment (R&D) to 
improve quality and cos-
metic look to get easy 
access to these markets 
which have strong faith 
in the ‘quality and im-
pressive appearance’ of  
the fruit.

He said the climatic 
change has affected the 
production of  mangoes 
for the last five years. He 
said the overall produc-
tion of  mangoes in Sindh 
and Punjab is anticipated 
at 180,0000 tons. Wa-
heed said a comprehen-
sive research process to 
evaluate serious impacts 
of  climate change on 
mango crops as well oth-
er major crops has not 
yet been initiated.

Waheed said cohe-
sive teamwork, support, 
cooperation, and co-
ordination among all 
stakeholders, including 
departments of  Plant 
Protection (DPP), Cus-
toms, sea, and airport 
authorities are vital to 
achieving the mango ex-
port target.

In China, customs 
data show that the ex-
port volume of  mangoes 
from Pakistan to China 
this year has set a 5-year 
record. 

Data from China 
Customs show that the 
volume of  fresh or dried 
mangoes imported from 
Pakistan during the pe-
riod between 2017 and 
2019 has been increasing 
year by year. The yearly 
import volume in 2019 
was 19.9 tons and fell to 

3.6 tons in 2020. On June 9 this year, the first 
shipment arrived in Kunming by air, with a total 
net volume of  2.7 tons (750 cartons). On June 
11, the second shipment landed in Lanzhou in a 
chartered flight, carrying a net volume of  17.24 
tons. As of  June 15, the cumulative net volume 
of  fresh mangoes exported from Pakistan to Chi-
na this year reached 19.94 tons, a record high 
over the same period in five years.

The first shipment this year was marketed on 
TikTok on June 12 and is currently sold out. It 
is understood that the launch of  the first ship-
ment on this popular App was slightly delayed. 
The two shipments comprised Sindhri, a popular 
variety in Pakistan. There are about ten varieties 
for export in Pakistan, and Sindhri is the most 
important.

It is reported that the third shipment arrived 
on the evening of  June 16 and was marketed on 
Tmall for the first time. In Pakistan, mangoes are 
known as the “King of  Fruits”, and the soil and 
climatic conditions there have created a higher 
sweetness in mangoes. n

SOCIAL  |    TASMIA SHABANA

FACEBOOK.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL     |       TWITTER.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEPK         |         JUNE 15  -  JULY 15 ,  2021 

3 8

The names of sugar-free mangoes sold in local stores are, 
Sonaro, Glenn, and Keitt. These varieties were introduced 

in Pakistan’s markets following a scientific modification 
carried out by a mango expert at a private agriculture farm

New sugar-free 
varieties of mangoes 

introduced in 
Pakistan

following the increasing 
demand for Pakistani mangoes 
in the global markets, the man-

go export target has been 
enhanced to 70,000 tons 

this year





B
y the grace of  Allah Almighty, Pakistan 
has been bestowed with four seasons 
namely spring, summer, autumn, and 
winter. Winter starts in November and 

ends in March and it is considered the coldest sea-
son of  the year. As the winter starts knocking at 
the door in Pakistan, fish marketing begins to get 
momentum due to the fact the consumption ratio 
of  this commodity becomes multiple as compared 
to the summer.

The export of  fish and fish preparations in-
creased by 7.97 percent during the first three quar-
ters of  the current fiscal year as compared to the 
corresponding period of  the last year.

The seafood exports during July-March (2019-
20) were recorded at $317.307 million against the 
export of  $293.895 million in July-March (2018-
19), showing a growth of  around 8percent, accord-
ing to the Pakistan Bureau of  Statistics (PBS).

In terms of  quantity, Pakistan exported 133,226 
metric tonnes of  seafood during the period under 
review against the export of  129,704 metric tonnes 
last year, showing an increase in 2.72percent.

On a year-on-year basis, the fish exports from 
the country declined by 15.74percent from $45.895 
million during March 2019 to $38.669 million in 
March 2020.

On a month-on-month basis, the seafood ex-
ports, however, increased by 51.67percent in 
March 2020 when compared to the export of  
$25.495 million in February 2020, the PBS data 
revealed.

Overall food exports from the country in-
creased by 1.43percent during the first nine months 
of  the current year compared to the last year. The 
food exports from the country were recorded at 
$3396.022 million during July-March (2019-20) 
against the export of  $3348.104 million during Ju-
ly-March (2018-19).

The country’s overall merchandise trade deficit 
witnessed a significant reduction in the first three 
quarters of  the current financial year, as it declined 
by 26.45percent as compared to the corresponding 
period of  the last year.

During the period under review, the coun-
try’s exports registered about 2.23percent growth, 
whereas imports reduced by 14.42percent.

During the period from July-March (2019-20), 
the exports witnessed an increase of  2.23percent 
and reached $17.451 billion against the export of  
$17.071 billion of  the same period of  last year, the 
statistics showed.

The country’s imports witnessed a significant 
decrease of  14.42percent from $40.679 billion in 

the first three quarters of  last financial year to 
$34.814 billion of  the same period of  the current 
financial year, it said.

Based on the figures, the trade deficit during 
the period under review was recorded at $17.363 
against the deficit of  $23.608 during last year, 
showing a decline of  26.45percent

According to the fisheries and agriculture or-
ganisation, in Pakistan, there are 26 indigenous 
and only 2 exotic fish species cultured. A great fish 
supplied to local markets comes from Simli, Shah-
pur Mangla and Tarbela Dams, Chasma Barrage, 
Rawal Dam, Alipur, Azad Kashmir, Gujranwala, 
Mandi Bahaudin, Chenab, Indus River, and pri-
vate fish farms. A huge quantity of  Gulfam, Dam-
bro, Sole, Burraqidambro, rohu, thela, malli, sang-
hari and sea fishes like Khagga, Pomphret, Safed 
and, tiger-prawns remains in and out annually to 
a great extent.

A saline water fish Selabiyatyarpatiya is well 
known due to its salty and crispy flavour. Paki-
stanis prefer to eat fish that weighs between 2 to 4 
kilograms and have fewer bones.

At the beginning of  chilly winter in Pakistan, 
demand for dry fruits increases, so a noticeable 
hike in the prices of  roasted dry fruits at their out-
lets is observed. People mostly like to take walnuts, 
almonds, cashews, pistachios, figs, apricot, dates, 
pine-nuts, peanuts, and many other dry fruits as 
they are a source of  many minerals, vitamins, and 
warmth in the chilly season and help to prevent 
flu, cold and high cholesterol level. In Pakistan, a 
major part of  the total population survives under 
the line of  poverty, and lots of  people cannot af-
ford dry fruits in winter therefore in order to com-
pete with the health challenges, they move to fish 
markets and shops, where a number of  fish variet-
ies are available at affordable prices.

According to medical experts, fish is consid-
ered a fundamental source of  protein and a has 
great importance in the human diet. In fish meat, 
protein concentration varies from 26.2-50 percent. 
Fish meat is easily digestible and has many neces-
sary minerals and elements like antioxidants that 
are useful as a remedy for many diseases. Fish-
based diets are also greatly helpful to overcome 
cardiovascular problems, cancer, blood pressure, 
diabetes, and psychological issues.

Experts claim that fish, barbequed or fried, in 
both forms, is good for human health. Recently 
researchers found a specific type of  protein that 
is very beneficial against heart-related and psy-
chological problems. Fish proteins also play an 
efficient role in combating depression. Medical 
experts reported that the minerals in fish are very 
beneficial in the prevention of  arterial congestion 

and genetic anomalies and, also prevent blood 
clotting in arteries, veins, and capillaries. Fatty ac-
ids boost the normal functioning of  the skin, liver, 
brain, heart, eyes, and intestines. People that take 
fish regularly have less chance of  diabetes, heart 
diseases, and cancer. They also advise men, wom-
en and children should take fish-based diets 8 to 10 
times a month. 

Coal roasted fish prevents obesity and diabe-
tes and fish liver oil strengthens the human body 
and reduces body weakness. Fish-based diets are 
particularly considered good for growing children 
and for pregnant women. The use of  fish enhanc-
es brain development, increased learning ability in 
children, and provides protection against cardio-
vascular disease and, protect vision. n
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Fish meat is easily digestible and has many necessary minerals 
and other elements like antioxidants that are useful as a 
remedy for many diseases. A fish-based diet is also greatly 
helpful to overcome cardiovascular problems, cancer, blood 
pressure, diabetes, and psychological issues

Fish as an important 
functional food for 
quality life

The export of fish and fish 
preparations increased by 7.97 
percent during the first three 
quarters of the current fiscal 

year as compared to the 
corresponding period of the 

last year



I
nternet firms in Pa-
kistan have slammed 
the government’s 
amended social me-

dia rules, saying the most 
problematic provisions 
remain unchanged in the 
latest draft. The compa-
nies said the draft has 
“regressed” from the pre-
vious versions.

The third version of  
the social media rules, 
titled the ‘Removal of  
Unlawful Online Content 
Rules 2021’, was pub-
lished by the Ministry of  
Information Technology 
and Telecommunication 
earlier last month.

“The Asia Internet 
Coalition and its mem-
ber companies are dis-
appointed with the pro-
posed revisions,” Asia 
Internet Coalition Man-
aging Director Jeff  Paine 
said.

“Despite repeated 
feedback from industry 
over several months, the 
draft rules still include 
several problematic pro-
visions — such as data lo-
calisation and local pres-
ence requirements — that 
undermine the country’s 
digital growth and trans-
formation agenda.”

The Asia Internet 
Coalition has expressed 
disappointment with the 
consultation process and 
submitted comments to 
the Ministry of  Infor-
mation Technology and 
Telecommunication on 
the amended draft.

“The latest draft, 
which replicates the pre-
vious draft with only mi-
nor changes, shows that the consultation process 
was not undertaken with a view towards substan-
tive changes,” it said. Under the amended rules, 
internet companies must establish a physical office 
in Pakistan and appoint a grievance officer based 
in the country. The Asia Internet Coalition and 
its member companies have concerns about vari-
ous aspects of  the rules; this includes decryption 
of  data, fixed turnaround times to block content, 
data localisation, and the ability of  government 
agencies to make confidential content removal re-
quests. The coalition said it was particularly wor-
rying that large portions of  the rules went beyond 
the scope of  the parent act (Prevention of  Elec-
tronic Crime Act, 2016).

The Asia Internet Coalition said the rules al-
lowed a broad range of  state agencies to make 
confidential requests for content removal without 
any visibility on the source of  the complaint.

The organisation asked the IT ministry to in-
corporate the industry’s feedback to support Pa-
kistan’s continued digital growth and transforma-
tion. “A consultation process is only meaningful if  
the recommendations and concerns of  stakehold-
ers are engaged with and reflected in the outcome,” 
Nighat Dad of  the Digital Rights Foundation said. 
“Merely giving civil society and other actors a seat 
at the table does not make the consultation inclu-
sive,” she said.

The PTI government led by Imran Khan gov-
ernment introduced a new law for digital media 
in November 2020. This led to a strong reaction 
from internet companies, including international 
giants. The firms specifically opposed Pakistan’s 
demand to implement these new rules above their 

own global community guidelines. The develop-
ment comes amid TikTok being banned yet again 
in the country. A Pakistani court on June 28 or-
dered the suspension of  the Chinese video-sharing 
application TikTok, about three months after the 
ban was lifted from the app. The order was issued 
after a plea that accused the platform of  spreading 
“immorality and obscenity” through its content 
on the app. The Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) will suspend access to TikTok in the 
country until the next hearing of  the case.

The court order said that TikTok failed to re-
spect the law and basic injunctions of  Islam and 
the culture of  Pakistan. Previously, TikTok was 
banned in October last year for a few days in Paki-
stan for ‘unethical content.’

But the Pakistan Telecommunication Authori-
ty later restored TikTok with conditions and warn-
ings that it would adhere to the country’s laws and 
that the platform would not be used for spreading 
vulgarity/indecent content.

It is pertaining to mention here that the Min-
istry of  Information Technology and Telecommu-

nication has uploaded a 
new draft of  the contro-
versial social media rules 
to its website, named the 
Removal and Blocking of  
Unlawful Online Content 
(Procedure, Oversight, 
and Safeguards) Rules, 
2021. This move came in 
the wake of  several peti-
tions filed by journalists 
and activists against the 
rules, which were origi-
nally introduced in 2020.

The new version of  
the rules states that the 
Removal and Blocking of  
Unlawful Online Content 
(Procedure, Oversight, 
and Safeguards), Rules 
2020, and Citizens Pro-
tection (Against Online 
Harm) Rules, 2020 have 
been repealed. The rules 
for online content regula-
tion, which were framed 
under the Prevention of  
Electronic Crimes Act 
(PECA), 2016, faced 
legal challenges in the 
Islamabad High Court 
(IHC).

What are some of  the 
changes?

The modified version 
makes small changes to 
the “corrected” version 
which was shared in No-
vember last year. The lat-
est version states in the 
beginning that the rules 
are approved “in the ex-
ercise of  the powers con-
ferred by sub-section (2) 
of  sections 37 read with 
section 51 of  the Preven-
tion of  Electronic Crimes 
Act, 2016.” 

Additionally, the defi-
nition for “communi-
ty guidelines” has been 

changed to exclude owners of  any Information 
System, website, and web server. However, social 
media companies and service providers are still in-
cluded in the definition. 

Another change in definitions is that of  the 
word “complainant,” which now also extends 
to “a Ministry, Division, attached department, 
sub-ordinate office, provincial or local, depart-
ment or office, a law enforcement or intelligence 
agency of  the Government, or a company owned 
or controlled by the Government.”

The definition of  “social media or social net-
work service” was also entirely changed to make 
it more broadly applicable. Earlier it included ref-
erences to specific platforms such as Facebook, 
TikTok, Reddit, and Twitter.

In Chapter 2, Section 4(2), “integrity, security, 
and defence of  Pakistan” has been changed to just 
“security of  Pakistan,” which shall bear the same 
meaning as given under Article 260 of  the Con-
stitution. “Integrity and defence of  Pakistan” has 
now been defined separately and applies to “the 
Online Content constitutes an act which is an of-
fence under chapter VI of  Pakistan Penal Code, 
(Act XLV of  1860).”

The latest draft of  the social media rules under 
Section 6(2) also extends the time given to an en-
tity for complying with an order before the online 
content in question is blocked by PTA to 48 hours 
from the previous 24 hours in normal circum-
stances. In case of  emergency, the time frame was 
reduced to 12 hours from the previously ordered 6 
hours. It also now adds, “Provided further that the 
Authority shall specify the reasons for the Emer-
gency in writing.” n

The Asia Internet Coalition has expressed disappointment 
with the consultation process and submitted comments 

to the Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunication on the amended draft

Internet firms slam 
amended social 

media rules 

Under the amended rules, 
internet companies must 

establish a physical office in 
Pakistan and appoint a 

grievance officer based in the 
country
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T
he local startups eye a promising future 
as their innovative ideas have successfully 
attracted international investors who have 
poured millions of  dollars in funding to 

make their themes and concepts a reality.
Leading startups in the areas of  education, 

e-commerce, fintech, healthcare, payment solutions, 
logistics, and real estate, among others, have raised 
more than $150 million in funding in the past 18 
months despite a lack of  awareness and a proper eco-
system to nurture ideas into small business ventures. 
It includes more than $85 million in funding raised 
this year so far, with around $66 million raised in 
2020. Experts in the industrial sector say Pakistan’s 
increasing mobile phone penetration and growing 
young population are among the major factors for 
foreign funding in startups. With a population base 
of  220 million the country has 85 percent teleden-
sity representing 183 million cellulars, 98 million 
3G/4G, and 101 million broadband subscribers, ac-
cording to the latest data.

Realising startups’ potential, the government has 
now initiated reforms to set up the startup ecosys-
tem, promote the ease of  doing business, innovation, 
and entrepreneurship in the country.

In the latest move, the National Assembly has 
passed the Companies (Amendments) Bill 2021 pro-
posed by the Securities and Exchange Commission 
of  Pakistan (SECP) to improve the overall business 
climate. The Bill will now be tabled in the Senate of  
Pakistan.

Pakistan’s economy, in general, and the IT sector 
in particular, are major beneficiaries of  startup fund-
raising in the past 18 months. The economy staged a 
turnaround from 0.4 percent contraction in 2019-20 
to 3.94 percent growth in 2020-21, with IT exports 
surging 46 percent during the first 10 months of  the 
current financial year.

Some of  the startups that attracted foreign funds 
include Sadapay, Safepay, Bazaar, Tajir, Makaan 
(house), Trukkin, remoteBase, Sehat Kahani (health 
story), Educative, CreditBook, Seed Labs, RepairD-
esk, and InventHub, among others. 

Janardan Dalmia, founder and CEO of Trukkin, 
said Pakistan is a growing market for startups with 
immense business potential in the country.

The startup which recently raised $7 million in 
‘Series A funding’ has evolved a strategy to unlock 
business potential in the country by organising its lo-
gistics and supply chain system.

“We are very positive about the Pakistani lo-
gistics market and I’m confident Trukkin solutions 
will attract more industrial players and increase 
much-needed transparency and efficiency for suppli-
ers,” said Dalmia, a former banker.

Samiullah Tariq, head of  research at Pakistan 
Kuwait Investment Company, said the startups-cul-
ture is evolving in the country.

“The startups’ boom in the Covid era is an inter-
esting and surprising story for the rest of  the world, 
but travel restrictions and a decrease in global air 
travel provided an unexpected advantage to the sta-
rups in Pakistan as it sped up due diligence process-
es and finalised deals through video-conferencing 
platforms,” he said. “It’s a beginning of  a new era 
of  growth. Startups will lay down a solid founda-
tion for IT sector growth and develop a new source 
of  earning foreign exchange in the years to come,” 
Tariq said. Usman Butt, CEO of RepairDesk, said 
the startup ecosystem in Pakistan is developing at a 
very fast pace.

“We’ve created solutions for a lot of  different 
needs within our market. Companies are now mov-
ing more into the digital space and really leveraging 
it well to bring a whole new level of  convenience for 
the customer,” Butt said.

The Lahore-based startup has a primary focus on 
the North American market, but it is open to all oth-
er regions including the GCC.

“I believe that the market is rich with potential 
in the GCC area, and the chemistry would have to 
be right for us to truly capitalise on any opportuni-
ties we find. What’s important is building a strong 
relationship with our client base and understanding 
their needs. Without it, we probably wouldn’t be as 
successful as we are today,” he added.

Usama Abid, chief  executive of  InventHub, rat-
ed the Pakistani startup ecosystem at seven out of  
10 and said his startup is exploring opportunities in 
the international markets including the Gulf  region 
due to the rise of  hardware design consultancy and 
product companies in the past year.

“Our target market is all the consumer and in-
dustrial electronics manufacturing companies. We 
are initially targeting North America and from 
there we will be going towards the Mena region 
and Southeast Asia as they are the largest hubs of  
electronics designs and manufacturing,” Abid said.

About the startup’s future plans, he said it is 
growing at a very fast pace.

“We have raised three rounds of  fundings for 
product development and early growth. We have 
just raised a small growth round from a VC and a 
couple of  angel investors in the first week of  June. 
Using that growth round, we are looking to ramp 
up our sales a bit more before we go out to raise our 
next major round pre-Series A, in early August,” 
he said. Another Lahore-based startup, Remote-
Base, successfully raised $1.4 million in funding to 
connect Pakistani software engineers with Silicon 
Valley startups. Its founder and CEO Qasim Asad 
Salam said there is an immense amount of  tech tal-
ent in Pakistan and this, combined with a hunger 
to learn and grow, means tremendous untapped 
potential.

“The Pakistani startup ecosystem was su-
per-young until last year. Since then, we have seen 
startup after startup raising huge seed and Series A 
rounds. Never before has this happened. This goes 
to show that the ecosystem is maturing, which is 
good news for everyone,” Salam said.

“Raising funds means more runway for compa-
nies, better salaries for tech talent, and more chanc-
es at goal. The ecosystem is still far from what it 
is in Silicon Valley, but the pandemic and remote 
work has enabled companies like ours to tap into 
the Silicon Valley startup ecosystem right from Pa-
kistan.”

Talha Masood, co-founder, and CTO of  Re-
moteBase said the startup is building an end-to-end 
internal tool that will help it scale to thousands of  
engineers, all across the globe, not just Pakistan.

“We have a highly scalable, high-growth busi-
ness model that has been growing exponentially. 
We can easily use the existing systems we have to 
grow five times over the next 12 months,” he said. n
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Realising startups’ potential, the government has now initiated reforms to set up the startup 
ecosystem, promote the ease of doing business, innovation, and entrepreneurship in the country

Local startups becoming the hub 
of foreign investment attraction

Leading startups in the area 
of education, e-commerce, 

fintech, healthcare, payment 
solutions, logistics, and real 
estate, among others, have 

raised more than $150 million 
in funding





G
reen Line Bus Rapid Transit System in 
the country’s financial hub has virtu-
ally come to a halt as expensive equip-
ment for the construction of  at least 22 

bus stations has either been stolen or destroyed.
The power cables, motors, aluminum sheets, 

chairs, and elevators have been stolen or damaged 
as project remained stalled for one reason or the 
other, including political ones.

It’s been almost half  a decade since Karachi-
ites have been waiting to see the first metro bus in 
the country’s largest city. During these long years, 
the residents suffered a great deal due to the dug-
up along the 26km stretch of  the bus route. It 
not only made the commute difficult and lengthy 
but also caused loss of  business due to the con-
struction work and dust-filled atmosphere. These 
all torments and troubles the citizens faced over 
years seem going in vain as still there’s no chance 
for the completion of  this project by the sched-
uled time of  September next.

Besides the poor infrastructure, the 
much-awaited project seems to be infected by oth-
er troubles as a European giant offering its techni-

cal support for the project is knocking at the doors 
of  the country’s anti-graft.

GRUPSA Door System, a Spanish Company 
known for its automatic equipment and related 
services, reached out to Pakistani officials in the 
Madrid Embassy to help investigate a fake invoice 
in its name which the contractor had forged to 
take out more than five hundred million rupees. 
The company had supplied platform screen doors 
(PSDs) for the Green Line project for over a half  
million Euros and the supply was made through a 
Pakistani contractor of  the project more than two 
years ago, but it later came to the light that the 
government of  Pakistan was being charged more 
than two and a half  million Euros for the services 
in the name of  the Spanish company.

This was harming the reputation of  GRUPSA 
Door System and therefore, they decided to ap-
proach the country’s anti-graft and investigation 
institutions.

The following was explained by GRUPSA’s 
letter to the Federal Investigation Agency’s Cyber 
Crime Wing:

“M/S MGH [Pakistani contractor] has pre-

pared a false/forged/fabricated document/in-
voice of  M/S GRUPSA and has claimed payment 
of  Euro 2,732,232.76 [more than two million Eu-
ros] as the total amount of  manufacturer invoice 
from the Karachi Infrastructure Development 
Company Limited [now called Sindh Infrastruc-
ture Development Company Limited] on account 
of  import of  Automatic Platform Screen Doors 
from Spain”

The import price received by M/S GRUP-
SA is 511,957 Euros against an issued invoice 
No. AAAQ17544-11 dated 15-05-2018 but M/S 
MGH claimed Euros 2,732,232.76 with a forged 
document dated June 12, 2018 by using digital 
data of  GRUPSA as well as identity information 
of  GRUPSA without authorization. This forgery 
was intended to commit fraud by making alter-
ation as invoice ref. no. AAAQ 3743/2018 and 
an amount of  claimed Euros 2,732,232.76 on 
the soft copy of  the letterhead of  GRUPSA for 
wrongful gain. And this very act of  M/S MGH 
Engineering and Control (PVT) Limited caused 
damages and harm to GRUPSA.

Though the company has already received its 
payment, it is still making every effort to clear its 
name and protect its credibility before the people 
of  Pakistan.

The much-awaited Green Line Bus Rapid 
Transport System was inaugurated by ex-Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif  with the initial cost of  
Rs16.85 billion. The project was later extended 
by another 10 kilometers as initially planned by 
the Sindh government which ultimately led to the 
the estimated cost crossing the figure of  Rs24bn. 
However, the project is still stalled for one reason 
or another.

According to documents, the company has 
been making rounds of  the power corridors and 
pleading its case before the authorities for more 
than eight months, but in vain. The desperate 
move from the European company, which has 
already received its payment for the services it 
had provided for the Green Line project and only 
making efforts to clean its name and protect its 
credibility, came last month.

The company’s high-ups met the Pakistani 
officials in the Madrid Embassy and also wrote 
a letter to the trade and investment counselor, 
pleading for action against the illegal practice 
which had not only damaged its repute but also 
caused financial loss to the Pakistan government 
and said: “We, therefore, request your advice and 
support in protecting our credibility and profes-
sional performance before the Pakistani public 
opinion.”

The details carried by the documents received 
by the investigation agency and anti-graft institu-
tion suggest the government agencies even did not 
bother to countercheck the huge sum being de-
manded through a forged and fabricated invoice 
and took no time to approve the payment of  mil-
lions of  rupees.

The Spanish company’s letter to FIA’s Cyber 
Wing requested that the matter be investigated 
immediately and the culprits proceeded in accor-
dance with law for this electronic forgery, unau-
thorized use of  identity, electronic fraud, corrup-
tion and, embezzlement. The public money be 
recovered as soon as possible, it said. n
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A Spanish company named GRUPSA Door Systems, which 
offered its technological services to this project has now 
approached NAB and FIA complaining that billions of 
rupees from the Green Line Project Funds have illegally been 
extracted

Spanish company 
complains of fraud in 
Green Line project

Besides the poor infrastruc-
ture, the much-awaited 

project seems to be infected by 
other troubles as a European 

giant offering technical 
support to the project, is 

knocking at the doors of the 
country’s anti-graft



P
akistan Telecommunication Authority 
(PTA) has removed 9.8 million obscene 
and immoral content-filled videos on Tik-
Tok in addition to blocking 720,000 ac-

counts involved in uploading such content.
Sharing details with the Peshawar High Court 

(PHC) bench headed by Chief  Justice Qaiser 
Rashid Khan in a case pertaining to the removal of  
videos filled with obnoxious and immoral content 
from TikTok, the director [technical] of  the Author-
ity said that after actions by the PTA, the TikTok 
has appointed a focal person for Pakistan for the first 
time. It was further told to the Court that a num-
ber of  other countries have also approached TikTok 
during the process to get uploading of  the obscene 
content forestalled on the platform.

Chief  Justice of  the PHC Qaiser Rashid Khan 
directed the PTA to continue action against the vid-
eo-sharing app and remarked “they do not want to 
shut down the platform.” He said that immoral con-
tent has inflicted the worst effects on society and ac-
tion should be taken to filter the obscene material on 
social media. On June 14, the Standing Committee 
of  the National Assembly on Defence was briefed 
over the response from Facebook, Twitter, TikTok, 
and other social media platforms on deleting the ob-
jectionable and vulgar material on their sites. 

“Facebook even does not respond to our re-
quests,” the NACTA official said while lamenting 
the absence of  data protection law and urging law-
makers to play their role in this regard.

The PTA officials during the hearing said “they 
act mainly on the directives of  the FIA and have 
so far shut down all major obscene websites in the 
country.” He further shared that TikTok responds 
to their 64 percent requests, followed by 35 percent 
compliance from Twitter. In another development, 
Director-General, Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) informed the Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) that it had written to Interior Ministry to raise 
the matter at international forums to permanently 
stop the practice of  uploading blasphemous content 
on social media. The DG PTA adopted the stance 
that social media platforms like Facebook, You-
Tube, and Twitter were not cooperating with the 
department in this regard. The DG said the prac-
tice of  uploading blasphemous contents couldn’t be 
stopped until offices of  these social media platforms 
were set up in Pakistan.

The DG said that the PTA had framed social 
media rules but they were challenged before IHC on 
which the Prime Minister had formed a committee 
to review the same. To this, Justice Farooq remarked 
that the rules were challenged but not suspended.

The court sought a detailed report from the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency (FIA) and the PTA as to 
the ‘comprehensive strategy’ framed by the govern-
ment to stop blasphemous content on social media. 
The court said that the accused involved in upload-
ing blasphemous materials practice should be tried 
under the strict law. Additional Director General 
FIA informed the court that his department had re-
ceived 20 complaints against the uploading of  sac-
rilegious material. The Cyber Crime Circle of  the 
FIA was conducting inquiries on the applications 
received in this respect, he 
said.

In April 2021, The Is-
lamabad High Court (IHC) 
had given a one-month 
deadline to the government 
committee for preparing 
a report on social media 
rules.

The IHC Chief  Justice 
Athar Minallah heard the 
petition against the social 
media rules framed by the 
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA).

Attorney General Khalid Javed Khan told the 
court that Prime Minister Imran Khan had consti-
tuted a committee to review the social media rules.

CJ IHC Justice Athar Minallah remarked that 
the court welcomed the steps taken by the Federal 
Government and was optimistic that a comprehen-
sive report would be prepared by the committee in 

light of  the objections and recommendations.
The judge questioned the Attorney General 

whether or not he was assisting the government 
committee? Khalid Javed replied that a lawyer was 
already included in the committee, while the AG 
Office was also always available to assist the com-
mittee if  needed.

The Attorney Gener-
al said that a month was 
given to the committee to 
finalise the report.

It is noted that digital 
platforms can be a high-
ly profitable business that 
connects users and other 
market actors through ways 
and means not possible 
before the internet. When 
they are successful, they 
generate powerful feedback 

loops called network effects and then monetise them 
by selling advertisements. In this view of  the mat-
ter, the Government’s role inevitably becomes more 
important to monitor what was passing through 
social media. However, we believe that platforms 
should become more aggressive at self-regulation 
now. To explore the feasibility of  self-regulation, 
we researched the history of  self-regulation before 

and after the widespread adoption of  the internet. 
We found that companies have often committed 
a “tragedy of  the commons” when they put their 
short-term and individual interests ahead of  the 
idea of  good to the consuming public or the in-
dustry overall, it, in the long run, destroys the en-
vironment for the sake of  ensuring their success in 
the first place. Before the internet era, several in-
dustries, such as movies, video games, broadcasting 
content, television advertising, and computerised 
airline reservation systems, faced similar issues and 
managed to self-regulate with some success. At the 
same time, these historical examples suggest that 
self-regulation worked best when there were cred-
ible threats of  government regulation. The bottom 
line: Self-regulation may be the key to avoiding a 
potential tragedy of  the commons scenario for dig-
ital platforms.

What is “self-regulation”? This refers to the steps 
companies or industry associations take to preempt 
or supplement governmental rules and guidelines. 
For an individual company, self-regulation ranges 
from self-monitoring for regulatory violations to 
proactive “corporate social responsibility” (CSR) 
initiatives. Leaving it up to companies to monitor 
and restrain themselves can sometimes devolve into 
a self-regulatory or regulatory “charade.” But that 
doesn’t need to be the case. n

Chief Justice of the PHC Justice Qaiser Rashid Khan directed 
the PTA to continue action against the video-sharing app 
and remarked “they do not want to shut down the platform.” 
He said that immoral content has inflicted the worst effects 
on society and action should be taken to filter the obscene 
material on social media

PTA deletes around 
10 million videos from 
TikTok, blocks 720,000 
suspicious accounts

The PTA officials during the 
hearing said, “they act mainly 

on the directives of the FIA 
and have so far shut down all 

major obscene websites in 
the country”
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C
hinese apps, led by viral short-video plat-
form TikTok, made up five of  the world’s 
top-10 earners of  app store revenue in the 
first half  of  2021, a sign of  how digital 

spending habits have shifted during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

ByteDance-owned TikTok, whose numbers in-
clude revenue from its Chinese version Douyin, 
was the highest-grossing non-game app from Jan-
uary 1 through June 23, both in overall revenue 
and sales derived solely from app store payments, 
according to preliminary data from app analytics 
firm Sensor Tower. Google’s YouTube and dating 
app Tinder came in second and third, respectively.

Consumers are estimated to have spent more 
than $920 million on TikTok and Douyin over the 
six-month period.

Streaming video platforms Tencent Video, and 
Baidu-owned iQiyi came in fourth and fifth among 
the top app store revenue earners. For overall rev-
enue, they were sixth and eighth, respectively. Al-
ibaba Group Holding-owned Youku and Tencent 
Holdings’ QQ Music were also among the top 10 
app store revenue earners at eighth and 10th place, 
respectively. Alibaba owns the South China Morn-
ing Post.

Worldwide consumer spending in mobile apps 
reached $64.9 billion across Apple’s App Store and 
Google Play, up 24.8 percent year on year. Sensor 
Tower’s numbers for app store revenue in China 
only account for money made on Apple’s iOS, not 
the many Chinese app stores on Android. Google 
Play is blocked in China.

Chinese consumers were already big mobile 
spenders before the pandemic, but this trend has 
accelerated during lockdowns and quarantines 
over the past 16 months. The entertainment sector 
has been the biggest beneficiary, especially stream-
ing platforms and video games.

Chinese game developers have also continued 
to do well during this period, making up half  of  
the top 10 revenue earners. Tencent was again the 
biggest winner, with its titles Honour of  Kings 
and PUBG Mobile, including the Chinese version 
Peacekeeper Elite, taking the top two spots, pulling 
in about $1.5 billion each. Genshin Impact, from 
Shanghai-based miHoYo, came in third at $848 
million.

In the video-streaming space, competition has 
ramped up, with tech giants shelling out millions 
of  yuan on exclusive prestige content to attract 
more subscribers. The deluge of  content and rise of  
short videos have caused some friction, however.

Earlier this month, iQiyi, Youku, and Tencent 
Video all called out short-video platforms for al-
legedly profiting off  of  copyrighted content. Short 
video summaries spliced together from clips of  
popular shows have become popular on some plat-
forms. Although consumer spending on mobile has 
reached a record high, growth is slowing in some 
areas compared with the first half  of  2020, which 
was the height of  pandemic lockdowns in China. 
App Store spending grew 22.1 percent to $41.5 
billion, lower than the 29.3 percent growth in the 
same period last year. For Google Play, however, 
spending growth picked up slightly, growing 30 
percent to $23.4 billion, 4 percentage points higher 
than in 2020.

Download growth has also slowed. Across both 
stores, there were an estimated 72.5 billion down-
loads of  apps and games, up 1.7 percent year on 
year. This is far behind the explosive 25.7 percent 
growth seen in the first half  of  2020.

Not even TikTok has been immune. Combined 
with Douyin, the short-video apps saw downloads 
fall 38 percent in the first half  of  the year to 384 
million.

On the other hand, one of  the most popular 
video-sharing applications in Pakistan TikTok is 
pleased with the Sindh High Court decision to lift 
3rd ban on the popular social media platform. 

SHC which had reversed its decision directed 
the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) 
to unblock the application.

The court has also ordered the PTA to expedite 
its action against LGBT-related applications.

The SHC had previously ordered the suspen-
sion of  TikTok across the country because of  its 
immoral and objectionable content.

The report highlighted that the platform had re-
moved eight million obscene and immoral videos 
and blocked thousands of  accounts over the last 
few months at the request of  the government.

 “We have grown our local-language modera-
tion capacity for Pakistan, 
and work diligently to re-
view and take action on 
content in violation of  our 
Community Guidelines,” 
it added.

“We continue to work 
with regulators, and look 
forward to serving the mil-
lions of  TikTok users and 
creators in Pakistan who 
have found a home for creativity, fun, and vital 
economic opportunities for many years to come,” 
the statement by TikTok concluded.

On the other hand, Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Fawad Chaudhry criti-
cized the Sindh High Court’s (SHC) verdict to ban 
TikTok across Pakistan till July 8, terming it “judi-
cial activism.”

Taking to Twitter, Chaudhry said that “Paki-
stan will never come out of  its economic crisis if  
judicial reforms are not undertaken.”

“I’m bewildered after reading the verdicts on 
suspension of  TikTok and the removal of  the NBP 
president, [and wondering:] what are our courts 
doing?” the Federal Minister added.

He further said, “the country is already bear-
ing the loss of  billions of  
dollars because of  judicial 
activism.”

Fawad’s comment 
came after the Sindh high 
court issued the order to 
suspend the video-sharing 
app across Pakistan till 
July 8. It is pertinent to 
mention that the app was 
banned once before and 

the restrictions were only removed three months 
ago.

SHC, in its verdict, had asked the Attorney 
General of  Pakistan to get the app suspended after 
hearing a petition against the app.

The petitioner in his plea had said that the app 
should be banned because users were sharing ‘im-
moral and unIslamic’ content on the platform. n
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ByteDance-owned TikTok, whose numbers include revenue 
from its Chinese version Douyin, was the highest-grossing 
non-game app from January 1 through June 23, both in overall 
revenue and sales derived solely from app store payments, 
according to preliminary data from app analytics firm Sensor 
Tower. Google’s YouTube and dating app Tinder came in 
second and third, respectively

TikTok, Tencent Video, 
iQiyi among world’s 
top-earning apps

Streaming video platforms 
Tencent Video, and Baidu-
owned iQiyi came in fourth 
and fifth among the top app 

store revenue earners





M
asks have become an integral part of  
life due to Covid-19. However, people 
who struggle with social anxiety may 
experience increased distress due to 

mask-wearing during the pandemic and when this 
phase is over, reveals a study. Social anxiety is char-
acterised by negative self-perception and fear that 
one’s appearance or behaviour will fail to conform 
with social expectations and norms. Social anxiety 
disorder is an extreme manifestation that affects up 
to 13 percent of  the population.

The study by researchers from the University of  
Waterloo also has implications for those who hav-
en’t necessarily suffered from social anxiety in the 
past.

“It is also possible that many people who didn’t 
struggle with social anxiety before the pandem-
ic may find themselves feeling more anxious than 
usual as we emerge out of  the pandemic and into a 
more uncertain future–especially within social situ-
ations where our social skills are rusty and the new 
rules for social engagement are yet to be written,” 
said David Moscovitch, Professor of  clinical psy-
chology at the varsity’s Department of  Psychology.

For the study, published in the journal Anxiety, 
Stress and Coping, the researchers reviewed exist-
ing literature addressing three factors that they hy-
pothesised might contribute to social anxiety asso-
ciated with mask-wearing: hypersensitivity to social 
norms, bias in the detection of  social and emotional 
facial cues, and propensity for self-concealment as a 
form of  safety behaviour.

“We found that mask-wearing by people with so-
cial anxiety is likely to be influenced by their percep-
tion of  social norms and expectations, which may or 
may not be consistent with public-health guidelines 
and can vary widely by region and context,” said 
lead author Sidney Saint, an undergraduate psy-
chology student at Waterloo.

The study also highlights that people with social 
anxiety have difficulty detecting ambiguous social 
matters and are likely to interpret them negatively. 
These individuals also tend to worry about sound-
ing incomprehensible or awkward.

Another impact is that masks can function as a 
type of  self-concealment strategy that enables peo-
ple with social anxiety to hide their self-perceived 
flaws. Therefore, the desire for self-concealment 

may motivate their use of  masks over and above 
their desire to protect themselves from contagion.

“Due to their self-concealing function, masks 
may be difficult for some people to discard even 
when mask-wearing is no longer required by public 
health mandates,” Saint said.

Some countries lifted the restriction on wearing 
masks mandatory. China, the country which had re-
ported the first case of  Covid-19 was also among the 
first to go mask-free after the country successfully 
defeated the deadly disease. Although masking up 
was once required at all public venues, authorities 
now say people don’t need to do so while outdoors, 
at public gatherings, or when they’re in places that 
have good air circulation. Still, people are subject-
ed to mandatory mask-wearing rules nationwide at 
hospitals and transport hubs. The new guidelines 
also suggested people who have a fever or respira-
tory symptoms avoid attending weddings, birthday 
parties, and other family gatherings. China was one 
of  the worst-affected countries in the initial days, but 
the government countered the situation with strict 
lockdowns. Since the past year, New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern has been hailed for her suc-
cessful handling and quick response to the Covid-19 
pandemic which led to the country going mask-free 
in a short period of  time. The country reported just 
2,658 Covid-19 cases and 26 deaths. In fact, just a 
few days ago, a concert was organised in Auckland, 
which was attended by nearly 50,000 people with-
out social distancing and mask requirements.

Israel became the first country in the world to 
declare itself  Covid-19 free in April. With nearly 70 
percent of  its population receiving the Covid vac-
cine, the government removed the mandatory rule 
to keep the face mask on. The country reported no 
new Covid-19 cases since April 24 which marked a 
remarkable achievement for a country that had the 
highest per capita COVID-19 infection rate in the 
world as recently as mid-January this year. Israel 
had overall registered 8,39,000 Covid-19 cases and 
6,392 deaths. Despite sharing its border with Chi-
na and India, Bhutan was able to combat the novel 
coronavirus without even going under a lockdown. 
Bhutan won the battle against Covid through time-
ly actions, preventive measures, and its vaccination 
drive which was able to vaccinate more than 90 per-
cent of  its adult population in just two weeks. The 
country reported 1,309 COVID-19 cases with only 
one death.

The face mask mandate for people outdoors was 
dropped after Hawaii witnessed a dip in Covid-19 
cases. As much as 57 percent of  Hawaii’s residents 
have received at least one dose of  coronavirus vac-
cine while just under half  the population has been 
fully vaccinated. Governor, David Ige however, 
maintained that people should wear masks indoors, 
whether or not someone is vaccinated. Starting June 
1, ocean sports competitions like surfing contests 
and canoe paddling races were also allowed to be 
held.

Besides the above countries, France has ended 
the obligation to wear masks outside and brought 
forward the lifting of  a nighttime curfew, as Covid 
infections fall and the country’s vaccine drive picks 
up. Prime Minister Jean Castex also announced to 
lift the requirement for people to wear masks out-
doors in much of  the country after an 11 pm Covid 
curfew was scrapped on June 20, 10 days earlier 
than initially planned. n
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Still, people are subjected to mandatory mask-wearing 
rules nationwide at hospitals and transport hubs. The 
new guidelines also suggested people who have a fever or 
respiratory symptoms to avoid attending weddings, birthday 
parties, and other family gatherings

Wearing masks may 
increase discomfort 
in people with social 
anxiety

The study also highlights that 
people with social anxiety 

have difficulty detectingam-
biguous social matters and are 
likely to interpret them nega-
tively. These individuals also 

tend to worry about sounding 
incomprehensible or awkward



P
akistan Telecommunication Authority 
(PTA) has conducted nationwide mobile 
Quality of  Service (QoS) benchmarking 
tests in different cities, towns, and roads 

throughout Pakistan to assess the quality and per-
formance of  Pakistan’s mobile networks in line 
with the latest Network Performance Score (NPS) 
methodology.

A total of  10 cities, four towns, and 18 mo-
torways, highways, roads were surveyed in Febru-
ary and March and around 2,600 voice calls and 
26,000 data tests were performed, while testing 
the networks with devices operating in 4G mode, 
said a news release.

The QoS tests covered an area, including cit-
ies, towns, and roads of  approximately 3,570 ki-
lometres.

NPS is a harmonised and integrative scoring 
methodology. It enables telecom regulators to 
compare and assess the quality of  all mobile net-
works based on international standards, Key Per-
formance Indicators KPIs). Using this systematic 
mobile network benchmarking methodology, the 
PTA has gained valuable insights into the perfor-
mance of  each mobile network operator.

By making this survey public, the PTA is spur-
ring competition among operators to improve 
their existing infrastructure with an ultimate aim 
to increase the overall country-wide mobile net-
work quality.

Bringing Pakistan’s LTE networks at par with 
the internationally adopted standards will lay the 
foundation for a future rollout of  5G technology 
on a sound footing.

The PTA also conducts nationwide mobile 
QoS surveys on a periodical basis in order to 
assess the network performance of  all Cellular 
Mobile Operators (CMOs) with respect to the 

licensed Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for 
voice, data, and SMS services.

The results are available on the PTA’s website 
for the information of  the public and subscribers 
besides taking up the same with the concerned op-
erator(s) for required actions to improve services 
wherever required.

Two weeks ago, the PTA has also carried out 
an independent Quality of  Service (QoS) Sur-
vey in 16 cities, 8 towns, and 18 roads of  Punjab, 
Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Azad Jammu 
& Kashmir (AJK), with the aim of  measuring per-
formance and service quality of  Cellular Mobile 
Operators (CMOs).

During the survey, the licensed KPIs of  voice, 
network coverage, SMS, and mobile broadband/
data were checked using automated QoS Moni-
toring & Benchmarking Tool “SmartBenchmark-
er.” The Drive test teams selected survey routes in 
such a way that they covered main roads, service 
roads, and majority of  sectors/colonies.

Based on the compliance level of  each KPI 
vis-à-vis the threshold defined in their respective 
licenses and QoS regulations together with the 
highest data download speed, CMOs have been 
ranked between 1st to 5th position in each catego-
ry i.e. Mobile Network Coverage, Voice service, 
and SMS service, in surveyed cities, towns and 
motorways/highways. The overall standing of  
each CMOs in every category of  service has also 

been mentioned for cities, towns, motorways/ 
highways of  Pakistan, and AJK in the final report.

Compliance level in broadband services is 
highest while some issues have been observed 
in SMS and voice KPIs, for which the operators 
have been directed to take corrective measures for 
improving the service quality up to the licensed 
standards. n

A total of 10 cities, four towns, and 18 motorways, highways, roads were surveyed in 
February and March and around 2,600 voice calls and 26,000 data tests were performed, 

while testing the networks with devices operating in 4G mode, said a news release

PTA conducts benchmarking 
tests to assess quality of mobile 
networks

The PTA is spurring 
competition among operators 

to improve their existing 
infrastructure with an ultimate 

aim to increase the overall 
country-wide mobile network 

quality
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I
n the past couple of  decades, selfies have taken 
the world by storm, deep-rooting themselves 
into our social culture. They have, without 
a doubt, become the most popular form of  

self-expression and presentation. Millennials and 
Gen-Z continuously experiment with their phone’s 
front cameras to achieve the perfect self-portrait; one 
that resonates with their sense of  self.  The quest for 
achieving the most stunning selfies has resulted in a 
demand for exceptional front cameras. Smartphone 
manufacturers understand this and are working 
round the clock to implement cutting-edge technol-
ogy and features in the front-facing cameras of  their 
devices. Front cameras have considerably matured in 
recent years, eliminating some of  the major photog-
raphy challenges. However, one of  the biggest chal-
lenges that still remain is capturing crystal sharp and 
stable images in low lighting. 

As a consumer-centric brand, global smartphone 
brand vivo is working towards solving this problem 
once and for all. vivo understands its younger audi-
ence and its aspirations to lead and set newer trends. 
With the singular objective to set new benchmarks 
for front camera capabilities and empower users to 
capture their real selves, vivo has been working hard 
to redefine the selfie capabilities of  smartphones. 

With each new launch of  a V series smartphone, the 
brand addresses the pain points of  front-camera pho-
tography and videography. Keeping the legacy alive, 
the premium V series is back to woo the smartphone 
enthusiasts with the ultimate night selfie experience. 
Recently launched, vivo V21 front camera is one of  
the few smartphones to arrive with OIS support and 
a 44MP OIS Night Selfie System, which delivers an 
unparalleled selfie experience. The innovative OIS 
technology is a game-changer, making it a perfect 
choice for the selfie-loving generation and aspiring 
photographers.

vivo’s intelligent technology unlocks a whole new 
world of  possibilities with AI integration for photog-
raphy enthusiasts. The newly advanced AI Night 
Portrait feature allows the users to take well-com-
posed night shots without the stress of  noise and 
uneven exposure. The AI Night Portrait feature in-
cludes multi-frame noise reduction and AI high-defi-
nition technology that easily focuses on and captures 
any subject, resulting in a studio-quality look. 

With AI Night Algorithm, the camera easily dif-
ferentiates between the subject and the background 
and uses software/post-processing to brighten up 
images. Equipped with AI brightening and AI noise 
reduction, it can easily fix details of  night portrait 
shots and deliver stunning selfies, even in the darkest 

of  environments. Here is how AI Night Algorithm 
works for you to achieve perfect capture even in low 
light: Imagine you are out with your friends at din-
ner and want to capture this moment, but the uneven 
lighting and high shadows in the frame spoil every-
thing. With AI Night Portrait, you can now capture 
the true essence of  that moment with just one tap! It 
reduces noise and increases exposure levels automat-
ically, allowing you to capture crystal clear pictures 
of  the moment without any compromise on quality.

We all have experienced moments when there’s 
barely enough light to click a decent photograph, 
whether we are outdoors at night or in a room with-
out any viable light source. Taking a good selfie feels 
next to impossible in these scenarios, but thanks to 
vivo V21, that will never be the case again. No mat-
ter what time of  night it is or how dark your sur-
roundings are, the V21 always delivers! The 44MP 

OIS Super Night Selfie, Dual Selfie Spotlight, AI 
Night Portrait with AI Night Algorithm in V21 are 
redefining the dynamics of  night selfies. 

In all, the V21’s powerful selfie camera enables us-
ers to capture lasting memories without the need for 
a professional kit. Without a doubt, the vivo V21 ex-
ceeds customer’s expectations and is a game-changer 
for all selfie lovers. n
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As a consumer-centric brand, global smartphone brand vivo is working towards solving this 
problem once and for all. vivo understands its younger audience and its aspirations to lead 
and set newer trends. With the singular objective to set new benchmarks for front camera 
capabilities and empower users to capture their real selves, vivo has been working hard to 
redefine the selfie capabilities of smartphones

Achieve the studio-quality look 
in your selfies with vivo V21’s AI 
night portrait

vivo’s intelligent technology 
unlocks a whole new world of 

possibilities with AI integration 
for photography enthusiasts. 
The newly advanced AI Night 

Portrait feature allows the 
users to take well-composed 
night shots without the stress 
of noise and uneven exposure





  Islamabad: Following 
meetings with the National 
Command and Operation Cen-
tre (NCOC), Jazz is mobilizing 
its resources to carry out a na-
tionwide awareness campaign, 
urging Pakistanis to get vacci-
nated. The decision was taken 
in light of  the NCOC’s an-
nouncement and commitment 
that coronavirus vaccines will 
be mandatory for all public and 
private sector employees, so the 
country remains on course to 
reopen all sectors of  the econ-
omy as soon as possible. 

In support of  the national 
cause, Jazz will be activating its 
communication avenues to 
reach millions of  people who 
are yet to get their vaccination 
jabs. This campaign will go live 
through print, digital and elec-
tronic mediums. Jazz aims to 
play a key role in systematically 
addressing vaccine hesitancy 
through effective communica-
tion strategies that increase 
trust in the national vaccina-
tion drive.  

“Realizing the responsibil-
ity that falls upon us as a lead-
ing digital communications 
company, we will be doing all 
we can in spreading the impor-
tant message far and wide. 

With clear, fact-based messag-
ing and the right platforms, 
Jazz aims to reach people who 
are either vaccine skeptics or 

those who are unaware. By 
raising timely awareness, the 
national vaccination campaign 
can further reduce the tide of  
infection,” said Jazz CEO, 
Aamir Ibrahim.  

Due to the administration 
of  strict SOPs, the country’s 
positivity rate hovers around 
the 3 percent mark. But the 
country is in need of  more sup-
port from the public and pri-
vate stakeholders if  it is to 
increase the percentage of  the 
vaccinated population. Global 

evidence is proof  enough that 
this policy measure is not only 
critical in reducing hospitaliza-
tion rates, but also in reducing 

transmission.  
Since the outbreak of  the 

virus, Jazz has stepped up its 
support to the government, 
through short to mid-term ini-
tiatives aimed at limiting the 
negative impact of  the pan-
demic, especially in under-
served regions including the 
strained health sector. In this re-
gard, the company announced 
a PKR 1.2 billion Covid-19 re-
lief package in April of  last 
year, which positively impacted 
more than a million people. 

Jazz partners with Sinch 
to secure A2P messaging for 

its mobile subscribers 
Islamabad: Sinch has part-

nered with Jazz, to ensure mes-
sages received by Jazz 
subscribers are safer, more se-
cure, free of  spam and only 
sent to the intended recipient. 
Sinch’s managed SMS Firewall 
and application-to-person 
(A2P) service for domestic and 
international messaging traffic 
provides the operator with pow-
erful threat analytics and man-
agement capabilities— boosting 
Jazz’s stature in the growing 
A2P messaging market. 

“Over the last couple of  
years, Sinch has proven that   -
they can add value to our cus-
tomers and to our business,” 
says Ali Naseer, Chief  Business 
Officer at Jazz. “We are de-
lighted to take the next step in 
this partnership to fully capital-
ize on Sinch’s unique combina-
tion of  a portfolio of  
carrier-grade solutions for oper-
ators, market-leading position in 
A2P messaging, and access to a 
global enterprise customer base 
looking to engage with our sub-
scribers. Ultimately, our sub-
scribers will reap the benefits of  
this deal with greater protection 

from spam and fraudulent mes-
sages, contributing to higher 
customer satisfaction.”  

In addition to protection, 
other benefits for Jazz’s sub-
scribers include increased net-
work quality and better 
engagement. International en-
terprises also benefit from a 
high-quality direct connection 
to the operator’s 69+ million 
subscribers. For Jazz, Sinch’s 
services accelerate investment 
return by reducing operational 
costs and providing detailed 
end-to-end analytics and in-
sights on A2P traffic. 

“A2P messaging is criti-
cal to the accelerated digital 
transformation that many 
industries are going through 
right now,” says Helene 
Henriksson, COO and Head 
of  Operator Business at 
Sinch. “Establishing a high-
quality direct connection be-
tween enterprises and 
subscribers paves the way for 
the future of  A2P messaging 
and allows brands and end-
users to reliably and securely 
engage on a channel where 
rich messaging and two-way 
conversations over chatbots 
provide a positive customer 
experience.” n
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Jazz to assist NCOC in its nationwide vac-
cination campaign
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  Islamabad: Carrying 
forward its customer cen-
tric business model, Pak-
istani telecom operator, 
Ufone has offered all in 
one bundles with exciting 
voice and data rewards for 
its new customers under its 
latest ‘Nayi SIM Offer’. 
Each new Ufone connec-
tion will offer free calls and 
data volume to facilitate 
users, right from the begin-
ning. New Ufone sub-
scribers can dial the code 
*1000# for subscription of 
this offer while customers 
from other networks can 
also avail this exciting offer 

by converting their existing 
numbers to Ufone net-
work. 

This offer will provide 
new users a firsthand ex-
perience of Ufone’s quality 
products and services be-
sides helping them ease 
into a lifelong Ufone expe-
rience.  This offer includes 
a generous 1000 free on-
net minutes and 4 GB free 
internet including social 
internet which can be 
availed right after activat-
ing the SIM and dialing 
*1000# for an entire week.  

Subscribers can further 
avail offers based on 

recharge and according to 
their needs using the same 

code *1000# Nayi SIM 
Offer - Ufone. New cus-
tomers will get 500 U-U & 
PTCL minutes, 20 minutes 
on other networks, 2 GB 

internet including social 
internet and 500 SMS by 

activating the Rs. 75 offer. 
Rs. 100 offer will give ac-
cess to 1000 U-U & PTCL 
minutes, 30 minutes on 
other networks, 5 GB in-

ternet including social in-
ternet in addition to 1000 
SMS. Likewise, the Rs. 250 
offer further sweetens the 
pie by giving 2500 U-U & 
PTCL minutes, 50 minutes 
on other networks, 8 GB 
internet including social in-
ternet and 2500 SMS. Rs. 
75 and Rs. 100 offers are 
valid for 7 days while the 
validity of Rs. 250 offer is 
15 days 

For further inquiry re-
garding the offer, prospec-
tive users can visit the 
official Ufone website 
Nayi SIM Offer - Ufone  
or visit the closest Ufone 

franchise, PTCL & Ufone 
Joint shops or nearest serv-
ice center.  

The offer mirrors 
Ufone’s long time commit-
ment to providing excel-
lent voice, data and digital 
experience to its ever grow-
ing users family. The com-
pany’s customer centricity 
and dedication to its users 
is best expressed by its sim-
ple yet profound motto 
‘Tum He Tou Ho’ that 
drives its relentless com-
mitment to innovate and 
improve its products and 
services to best facilitate 
its valued customers.n 

Ufone’s ‘Nayi SIM offer’ brings exciting all in one 
bundles for new customers 

  Lahore:  PTCL has 
signed a contract with Pep-
siCo Pakistan to provide 
premium connectivity 
services at their multiple 
sites across Pakistan. 

Zarrar Hasham 
Khan, Chief  Business 
Services Officer, PTCL 

and Sadaf  Saad, Chief  
Information Officer, Pep-
siCo Pakistan, signed the 
contract during a cere-
mony held at PepsiCo 
Pakistan Head Office in 
Lahore, along with senior 
representatives from both 
organizations. Under this 

contract, PTCL will pro-
vide seamless telephone 
and internet services to 
PepsiCo Pakistan 
through its robust net-
work infrastructure.   

Speaking at the occa-
sion, Zarrar Hasham 
Khan, Chief  Business 

Services Officer, PTCL, 
said, ‘We are glad to be 
partner of  choice for Pep-
siCo Pakistan and pro-
vide them with 
connectivity across their 
essential sites in Pakistan. 
PTCL Business Solutions 
strives to provide state-of-

the-art ICT solutions that 
are innovative, depend-
able and agile and exceed 
expectations of  our cor-
porate customers.”  

Sadaf  Saad said: “We 
are delighted to get PTCL 
on board that will enable 
our workforce to be effi-

cient and stay connected 
in a seamless way. PTCL 
with its vast network 
spread across the country 
will definitely support our 
increasing demand for in-
ternet and telecom serv-
ices that will ultimately 
benefit our business.”n 

PepsiCo selects PTCL for nationwide connectivity services
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Islamabad: edotco Group  
was presented with the Frost 
& Sullivan’s award of  “Asia 
Pacific Telecoms Tower Com-
pany of  the Year” for 2021 for 
the fifth consecutive year. 
Alongside this prestigious 
award the company also an-
nounced that it has achieved 
the most aspired Top 10 
Global tower company rank-
ing, according to the TowerX-
change. 

Adlan Tajudin, CEO, 
edotco Group said: “Both of  
these achievements recognise 
our work across the region. 
We have continued to play the 
role of  key infrastructure 
partner in the nations we are 
present. We bring the latest in 
next generation technologies, 
sustainable innovations and 
best practices to all these 
countries ensuring our nation 
building commitment is ful-
filled even in these unprece-
dented Covid-19 times. Even 
more so during these trying 
times, the teams at edotco 
have been determined on en-
suring connectivity is avail-
able to allow these nations to 
maintain economic and social 
growth”.n

edotco wins “Asia 
Pacific Telecoms 

Tower Company of 
The Year” Award 

Lahore: TECNO Mobiles 
recently launched its flagship 
Camon 17 series in the mar-
ket. The series includes two 
phones Camon 17 and Camon 
17 Pro. The Camon 17 Pro 
had a lot of  hype surrounding 
its release due to its 48MP fine 
selfie camera. It supports a 
64MP rear quad camera cou-
pled with a MediaTek Helio 
G95 processor, a 5000mAh 
battery, and a massive 
8+128GB storage, further en-
hancing the performance of  
the flagship phone. With these 
exceptional features, Camon 
17 Pro brings an outstanding 
“Born to Stand Out” cam-
paign.  

This #BornToStandOut 
campaign features the emerg-
ing talents of  Pakistan who 
specialize in different areas. 
The main objective is to pro-
vide a platform for these 
young voices to reach the 
masses and be an inspiration 

for everyone. TECNO en-
gaged Rameen Fareed, Pak-
istan’s youngest female 
footballer for the #Bornto-
StandOut campaign. She was 
the best player in the women’s 

Football Championship 2018, 
which earned her admiring 
appraisals from the sports fac-
ulty.  

Mehak Gul, the youngest 
Pakistani girl to hold the title 
of  “World Woman Candidate 
Master” was also engaged in 
TECNO’s campaign. She 

holds an astonishing Guinness 
world record for arranging a 
chessboard in a whopping 
span of  forty-five seconds. 
Marina Syed and Anita Karim 
are two trailblazer women of  

Pakistan who are breaking 
gender stereotypes. Marina 
Syed is the first female stunt 
biker and owns an academy to 
train young girls. Whereas, 
Anita Karim is Pakistan’s First 
Female MMA Fighter win-
ning multiple national and in-
ternational-level bouts.  

Along with these amazing 
ladies, Ahmed ‘Wolverine’ 
Mujtaba is another rising star. 
He is one of  the brightest mar-
tial arts athletes to emerge 
from Pakistan, performing ex-
ceptionally well in his debut 
defeating high-rated Singa-
pore talent. This selection 
shows TECNO’s #Bornto-
StandOut Campaign high-
lights the young stars of  
Pakistan showcasing their tal-
ent and skill on a grand scale 
to inspire the masses.  

Now the interesting part is 
that YOU can be a part of  this 
inspiring campaign for 
TECNO too. If  you have 
something to show the world 
share it with TECNO and get 
a golden chance to be featured 
in Camon 17 Pro’s #BornTo-
StandOut campaign. So, come 
forward and share your talents 
on social media with the hash-
tag #BornToStandOut and 
also win a free Camon 17.n

TECNO #BornToStandOut campaign for new 
Camon 17 series

Lahore: Furthering the vi-
sion of  the Government of  
Pakistan and the State Bank of  
Pakistan to facilitate the con-
struction and housing sector, 
Zameen.com and JS Bank 
signed a Memorandum of  Un-
derstanding (MoU) to bring 
greater convenience and easier 
access to customers across the 
country. 

The agreement enables Za-
meen.com and JS Bank to ex-
tend their reach to a larger 
digital audience and potential 
buyers, and provide a platform 
with various home financing 
solutions.  

This agreement was signed 
in a ceremony at Zameen’s Re-
gional Office on the 3rd floor 
of  the Lahore Center-Gulberg 
III. Zameen Senior Director 
Sales Sheikh ShujaUllah Khan 
and JS Bank Distribution 
Head Zulfiqar Ali Lehri signed 
the agreement on behalf  of  
their respective organizations.n 

Zameen.com, JS 
Bank sign MoU to 
promote home fi-
nancing solutions

CarFirst partners with C Square to enhance 
customer experience via Genesys

  Islamabad: CarFirst re-
cently signed an agreement 
with C Square, which enables 
companies to provide a con-
sistently memorable customer 
experience across all touch-
points and enhance their cus-
tomer journey, powered by 
Genesys. 

Built by disruptors, the 
Genesys platform is trans-
forming the contact center in-
dustry by delivering 
innovation to companies of  
all sizes, everywhere. It’s the 
leading platform for seam-
lessly integrating voice and 
digital channels — empower-
ing agents, delighting cus-

tomers, and creating better 
business outcomes overall. 

The agreement to revolu-

tionize CarFirst’s customer 
journey was signed at C 
Square’s Head Office in 
Karachi. For the signing cere-
mony, both Raja Murad, 
CEO CarFirst, and Ahsan 
Mashkoor, CEO C Square 
were present. 

While commenting on the 
signing, CEO CarFirst, Raja 
Murad, said,  “With our 
highly focused customer-cen-
tric and result-oriented ap-
proach, we decided to join 
hands with Genesys to ensure 
digitally optimized customer 
solutions to create customer 
delight at each touchpoint. ” 

“The goal is to have the 
entire customer journey from 
booking to purchase as seam-
less and hassle-free for the 
customer as possible. There-
fore, with the appropriate mix 
of  business partners, and now 
with C Square, we are confi-
dent that we will further be 

able to ensure our presence 
when needed and be able to 
provide far more efficacious 
solutions to our customers.” 

About the agreement, 
CEO C Square, Ahsan 
Mashkoor, said, “In today’s 
day where physical interac-
tions are dying down and dig-
ital interactions are 
exponentially increasing, 
heavy digital footfall’s coming 
on to your website and social 
media platforms making it es-
sential to rightly engage and 
understand customer needs in 
order to fulfill their require-
ments and gaining customer 
loyalty.”n  

U Microfinance Bank and Bank Alfalah announce 
a strategic partnership

  Karachi: President & CEO 
of  U Microfinance Bank Lim-
ited Kabeer Naqvi and Presi-
dent & CEO of  Bank Alfalah 
Limited, Atif  Bajwa, signed 
off  a strategic partnership to 
promote financial inclusion in 
the country. 

This new relationship not 
only strengthens the bond be-
tween both banks, but also 
promises to open up multiple 
avenues for collaboration, in-
cluding medium to long term 
debt funding, credit structur-
ing and synergizing their re-
spective businesses to scale. 

Speaking on the occasion 
Kabeer Naqvi, President & 
CEO of U Microfinance Bank 
said that we are delighted to 

establish this partnership with 
Bank Alfalah, which is aimed 
at exploring avenues to collab-
orate, design innovative prod-

ucts and work together in 
moving the banking sector for-
ward. This alliance will help 
us serve more customers and 

bring more Pakistanis into the 
banking net.  

Atif  Bajwa, President & 
CEO of  Bank Alfalah praised 

U Microfinance Bank as an 
emerging player and recogniz-
able brand and commented 
that Bank Alfalah is always 

committed towards building 
strategic alliances with key 
market players. This partner-
ship is in line with its vision 
and mission to seek new ways 
to enable its customers to 
shape their lives and busi-
nesses.  

The ceremony was held in 
the head office of  Bank Al-
falah and was witnessed by 
the senior management of  
both institutions including 
Saad ur Rahman Khan - 
Group Head - Corporate, In-
vestment Banking, Financial 
Institutions and International 
Business - Bank Alfalah and 
Mariam Pervaiz - Chief  Com-
mercial Officer & Chief  of  
Staff  - U Microfinance Bank.n
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  Lahore: vivo, the leading global 
smartphone brand, announced the 
sales of  V21 in Pakistan, which has a 
unique 44MP Optical Image Stabiliza-
tion (OIS) front camera packaged in a 
sleek and slim design, delivering the ul-
timate selfie experience, day and night. 
After a successful unveiling earlier this 
month, vivo’s V21 is now available for 
sale starting today in Pakistan. 

With a keen focus on front camera 
night photography and videography, 
vivo V21 delivers a mobile experience 
where advanced technology meets 
style.  

Zohair Chohan, Senior Manager 
Brand Strategy said, “The latest addi-
tion to vivo’s V-series, V21, has been 
strategically produced after studying 
changing trends in the smartphone 
market. Delivering customers on the 
long withstanding commitment of  
camera-focused devices that are fash-
ion-forward and high performing at a 
competitive price. V21 provides the 
best-in-class features to suit the needs 
of  the selfie-loving generation and their 
aspiration for high-end devices. The 
V21 is developed to set a new bench-

mark in the smartphone industry, espe-
cially for night photography and built 
as both a design accessory and a pow-
erful computing tool for the fast-mov-
ing lifestyles of  the modern consumer.” 

The new V21 showcases a unique 
Optical Image Stabilization (OIS) front 
camera within one of  the industry's 
thinnest smartphone designs. This 
44MP OIS Night Selfie system camera 

is equipped with features like 44MP 
OIS Super Night Selfie, Dual Selfie 
Spotlight, AI Night Portrait with AI 
Night Algorithm, and many other OIS-
equipped selfie video features to allow 

users to capture delightful and magical 
moments at night. 

vivo V21 also features a top-notch 
64MP OIS Night Rear Camera, sup-
ported by a set of  secondary cameras to 

handle wide-angle photography and 
more complex shots for macro photog-
raphy. Other features such as OIS Super 
Night Mode, and OIS Ultra Stable 
Video equip users with best-in-class 
tools for the ultimate modern mobile 
lifestyle. 

Under the hood, the device comes 
with 8GB of  RAM and 128GB ROM 
with the MTK Dimensity 800U proces-
sor. The phone also packs a 33W Flash 
Charging support for a long-lasting and 
high-powered smartphone experience. 

Price and availability 
The all new vivo V21 is available for 

purchase all across Pakistan in three 
dazzling colors, inspired by nature: 
Sunset Dazzle, Dusk Blue, and Arctic 
White at the price of  Rs. 59,999 only. 

vivo offers a one-year warranty for 
V21 along with 15 days free replace-
ment and 6 months warranty for acces-
sories. vivo V21 is duly approved by 
Pakistan Telecommunications Author-
ity and supports all mobile networks in 
Pakistan. Zong customers can also get 
12GB Free Mobile Internet by using 
their 4G SIM card in Slot 1 (2GB In-
ternet / month for 6 months). n

vivo's Ultimate 44MP OIS night selfie system 
smartphone, V21 now available for sale in Pakistan

Islamabad: Mobilink Microfi-
nance Bank Ltd. (MMBL), Pak-
istan’s largest digital bank, has been 
recognized as an Approved Em-
ployer for its outstanding employee 
development and training initiatives 
by ACCA (the Association of  Char-
tered Certified Accountants), the 
world’s leading body for professional 
accountants.  

The achievement further cements 
MMBL’s standing as a preferred em-
ployer in Pakistan’s banking and fi-
nance industry.  

ACCA’s Approved Employer 
Program recognizes select employers 
globally for their high standards of  
staff  training and development. 
MMBL’s recognition is indicative of  
the organization’s commitment to 
ensuring that ACCA members and 
future members have the right com-
bination of  technical, professional, 
and ethical skills to add value and 
drive the business forward. As part 

of  the recognition, MMBL will now 
get exclusive access to ACCA’s 
global network of  leading employers 
and professionals, world-class em-

ployer resources, and award-winning 
thought leadership.  

Welcoming the development, 
Samiha Ali Zahid, Chief  Human 
Resources Officer (CHRO) MMBL, 
said: “We are thrilled to become an 

approved ACCA employer that will 
not only help us attract and retain 
the best talent but will also give ac-
cess to ACCA’s professional in-

sights. MMBL is fully 
committed to nurturing 
its workforce through 
dedicated professional 
development programs. 
Our focus is to ensure a 
high employee reten-
tion rate through dedi-
cated mentoring and 
coaching to develop 
our staff  for effective 
succession and leader-
ship roles uptake in 
their professional ca-
reers.” 

Chief  Finance & Digital Officer, 
MMBL, Sardar Mohammad 
Abubakr said: “MMBL takes pride 
in being an employer of  choice in 
the country. The latest recognition 
from ACCA is in line with our focus 

on nurturing a growth-oriented cul-
ture at the Bank. We are committed 
to fully benefitting from this oppor-
tunity to further enable and em-
power our valued employees. It is 
our employees, solely because of  
whom, we are who we are. Their 
strength and development will al-
ways be our top priority”. 

In his congratulatory message, 
Sajjeed Aslam, head of  ACCA Pak-
istan, says: “We’re really excited to 
welcome Mobilink Microfinance 
Bank to our global network of  em-
ployers. Together we’ll develop the 
future-ready talent that our country 
needs to future-proof  businesses 
and advance our economy. It’s also 
an opportunity for both ACCA and 
MMBL to collaborate on areas 
such as financial inclusion and 
SME development to amplify our 
contribution towards a better, 
fairer, more sustainable future for 
all.”n

Mobilink Microfinance Bank joins the coveted global club of 
ACCA Approved Employers 

Islamabad: JazzCash, Pakistan's 
leading fintech, has launched the 
country’s first ever digital account 
for teenagers, the ‘JazzCash 
NextGen Account’. This account 
will allow adolescents between the 
ages of  12 and 17 years to receive 
their pocket money and make all 
their payments digitally. 

The JazzCash NextGen account 
will give young account holders ac-
cess to the digital wallet for online 
payments, QR Payments, topping up 
their mobile balance, and for many 
other JazzCash services. 

Unlike the cumbersome bank ac-

count opening process which re-
quires several documents and visits 
to bank branches, the activation 
process for JazzCash NextGen Ac-
count will require only one brief  
visit to any JazzCash biometric 
agent, alongside the minor’s par-
ent/guardian with their B-form de-
tails. Once the minor turns 18, they 
will be able to convert their Jaz-
zCash NextGen account to a con-
ventional JazzCash account using 
their own CNIC.  

Building on JazzCash’s existing 
partnership with the State Bank of  
Pakistan (SBP) in promoting finan-

cial literacy amongst the youth, Jaz-
zCash, through its PomPak pro-
gram, believes its NextGen initiative 
serves to advance the National Fi-
nancial Inclusion agenda. Continued 
synergy between the SBP and Jaz-
zCash holds immense potential to 
serving towards financial inclusion 
in Pakistan, through leaps and 
bounds. 

“The younger generation makes 
up a significant portion of  the local 
population and is quite familiar with 
technology and devices. JazzCash is 
the No. 1 fintech in Pakistan, and we 
are proud to provide an early life 

banking solution for teenagers, to 
teach financial literacy and respon-
sibility firsthand - a crucial life skill 
in today’s times”, said Erwan Gele-
bart, CEO JazzCash.  

This demographic of  school and 
college going students are digital na-
tives and introducing them to digital 
financial services at an early age not 
only gives them financial literacy, 
but also empowers them to learn and 
experience fiscal management and 
sensible purchasing of  goods. Vari-
ous other services will be launched 
under this new initiative in the fu-
ture.”n

JazzCash launches Pakistan’s first ever digital account for teenagers
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